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CAPTAIN c d 0 K Eo 

frl. 4HE rich cargo of the annual !hip from Ma-
. nilla to Acapulco, has ever been the obQ 

jeCl: which private adventurers to the South Seas 
have had in view; while, on the other hand, the 
annual [hip from Acapulco to Manilla has been\ 
the purfLlit of the !hips of war. This difference 
has arifen from the difrerent confLitution of the 
two ihips; for the galleon, when !he fets fail 
from Manilla, being deep laden with a variety 
of bulky goods, (fuch as Chinefe fiIks and ma~ 
nufaEtures, vaft quantities of Indian ftuffs, calli. 
toes, and chintz, befides the minuter articles of 
goldfmiths work, embroidery, 8,c, wrought at 
Manilla by the Chinefe,) rile has not the conc 

veniency of mounting her lower tier of guns, but 
generally carries them in her hold, Her hands 
too are as few as are confiPlent with the fafe na. 
vigation of the fhip, that [he may be the !efs ell, 

cumbered by the ftowage of provrGons; fo that 
being but weakly manned, and indifferently pro~ 
vided for defence, fue is thereby more expofed 
to the attacks of fmall privateers, and more eafy 

V01. n. B [Q) 



2 CAPTAIN COOKE's VOYAGES. 

to be made their prey; and, though the does 
nut comain 10 great a treafure as the other, yet 
the is lufficiently rich to recompenfe the under­
takers, and to enrich the captors, her cargo be. 
iog generally eftimated at three millions of dol· 
lars. 

But the 01ip from Acapulco making her re~ 
turn chiefly in Giver and gold, and having little 
Of no bulky goods on board, as her cargo lies in 
Ids room, her lower tier is always mounted be­
fore !11e leaves the port, and her crew is aug­
mented with a fupply of failors, and with one or 
two companies of foot, which are intended to 
reinforce rhe garrifon at Manilla. Be(ides, there 
being many merchants who take their paffage to 
Mandla on board the galleon, her whole number 
at hands on her return is ufually little thort of 
600 fighting men; fo that the is more than a 
match for fuch fmall privateers as are generally 
fent upon hazardous expeditions, and a prize 
only for a royal ibip of war; and has therefore 
never been attempted by any other. 

The voyage we are now abollt to relate was 
purpoleJy fitted out with a view to intercept the 
Manilla fuip ;)t the inftance of Dampier, in con­
cluding of whore charaCter (from reading the 
accounts written by himfelf) we were led into 
an error, which the prefent voyage, written by 
Captain Cooke, has enabled us to correct. The 
ill fuccefs that attended the voyage to the South 
Seas, under the. immediate command of Dam­
pier, of which a brief relation is given in the firft 

, volume 
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volume of this work, was fo far from difcourag­
ing that enterprizing officer from purfuing his 
favourite project of making prize of the Manilla 
ihip, that, after his return, w hen he had wearied 
the merchants of London with fruitlefs folicita­
tions, he repaired to Briftol, where his reprefen­
rations were better underftood, and where they 
were attended with better effect. By his iolid 
remonftrances he prevailed upon nineteen of 
the principal merchants and gentlemen of that 
city to unite and form a company. for the pur­
pofe of fitting alit two private /hips of war, to 
thew what advantages might be derived from a 
well-conducted enterprize againft the Spaniards 
in the South Seas: and it may, perhaps, be attri. 
buted to his judgment and experience, that they 
were more properly adapted to the fervice on 
which they were to be fent, and were better pro­
vided againft every accident to which they might 
be expo[ed, than any privateers that ever were 
fitted out before them. Add to this, that their 
crews were furnifhed with better regulations, 
and fubjeCted to ftricter rules, and under [everer 
penalties, than men lifted to go on hazarGous 
adventures are generally willing to fubmit to. 

Their principal officers were .gentlemen of 
experience, 01' highly interefted in the [ucce[s of 
the voyage; being the firft fubfcribers, and the 

. chief promoters of the undertaking; and thefe 
alfo were affifted with a fecond fet of officers, 
equally able and experienced, who, in cafe of 
accidents, were ready to fupply the places of 
thofe who might be difabled. 

1? ~ Hut 
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But, befides being awed by pen-alties from 
trefpaffing the articles of agreement that, wert 
flaned by every man on board from the hlghefL 
t;' the loweft, they were likewife encouraged by 
rewards to behave gallantly; every common 
failor who ihould lofe a limb in time of action 
beiDa entitled to a douceur of 301. and fo in 
propt~rtion to officers according to their refpec­
tive ranks: yet, notwithitanding all thefe pre~ 
\C'autions~ we find them ever ready to mutiny. 

The tvvo (hips) thus fitted up and regulated? 
were called the Duke ar,d Dutchefs; the firfl-, of 
300 tons, 86 guns~ and I 8 3 men~ was com­
manded by Vi oodes Rogers; the other, of 270 

tons, 30 guns, and 15 I men, by Captain Ste~ 
phen Courtney • 

. Captain Rogers) who con1mancled in chief, 
was a bold, active man~ an indefatigable officer, 
one who would not give up his opinion readily 
to others, nor be flattered by other people's 
giving up their opinion, withom being convinc~ 
e?~ to him. He had been, according to Har­
ns, a large fufferer by the French, and was na­
tural! y no great friend to that n,lcion; but his 
moft lin gular quality, and that which indeed 
rec?mmended him to this command, was a pe~ 
Cuhai' art he had of maintaining his authority, 
and at, the fame time preferving his influence, 
over h,1S [eamen; an art, or gift rather, in which 
Captam ?lmpi~r was remarkably deficient. 

Captain Courtney was a man of birth, for~ 
~une, and of many amiable qualities; he con-

tributed 
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tributed largely to the expence of the vOyJge~ 
and took a (hare in it to fu perintend the ma­
nagement, and to interpofe and qualify the dif­
ferences tbat might arife in the courfe of a te­
dious and dangerous navigation; being a perfon 
of an admirable teil1per, and renn;-kable for 
moderation in all his decifions? in which almofr 
all men were ready to acquiefce. 

Befides thefe two gentlemen, 'who were firit 
in command, Dr. Thomas Dover (the fame, 
who, about forty years ago, fo efiecrually re­
commended the ute of quickfilver in a little 
book, entitled Dr. Dover's Laft Legacy to his 
Country, that ladies as well as gentlemen of 
ran.k and fortune befpangled the fioorsand carpets 
with quickillver, and icattered their diamonds 
wherever they met to dance, or to play) was. 

fecond Captain on board the Duke; and Cap­
tain Edward Cooke, our Juthor3 was fecond to 
Captain Courtney. 

Dover was a confiderable contributor to the 
voyage, but he was of a rough ungovernable 
temper, feldom pleafed with either rneafures or 
men; but incapable of forming any party to 
fupport his own notions, becaufe no party could 
ever be brought to approve them, 

Captain Cooke was an able and experienced 
feaman, had been twice taken priloner, and 
twice rdeafed by the enemy, and now embarked 
his All in this bottom with a view to make one 
effort more to gain a fortune. 
. Captain Dampier, who projected the voyage, 

was 
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was made pilot on board the Duke to diretl: it .. :' 
Of him the reader has already heard enough ill 
the former volume of this Work; and from the 
charaCter of the leaders it is natural to infer, that 
they were choice in the appointment of their in­
ferior officers, and that even the common men 
were not of the meaner fort. -ff 

The general inftruClions of the owners were, 
firit, to repair to Ireland to take in provifions, 
and then to proceed with all pollible expedition 
to the Somh Sea; if luckily they met with any 
prizes by the way, they were either to fend them 
home or to America, as fhould belt fulr; they 
were ordered by all means to keep together, 
and to act: in concert; to undertake ho enter. 
prize of confeqllence without firft deliberating 
llhe matter in a general council of officers in 
both fhips; to be particularly careful in affilting 
each other in every circumftance of neceffity; 
and that in giving relief in times of danger, or 
in fupply ing provifions or water in cafe of want, 
they fhould be as one £hip, and that on no pre­
tence the one ihould be fuffered to want while 
the other had any thing to fupply; bur, as they 
were to {hare alike in all advantages, they lhould 
fhare alike too in all fufferings .. 

Thus fitted out and thus inftruCl:ed, and the 
officer~ of both £hips being provided with legal 
commlffions to cruife againft her Majefty's ene­
mies, the French and Spaniards, in the South 
Seas, on the firft of Auguft, 1708, they un.,. 
moored from King-road. and on the 4th of the 

fame 
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fame month caft anchor at the Cove in Cork" 
where they continued viCtualling, and adjllfring 
their men, changing fome and enlifting others? 
among whom were many foreigners, till the 
Brfl: of September, when they failed in company 
with the Haftings man of war, having firft a­
gree~, in cafe of feparation, to meet at Ma­
deira, there to take in WIne and brandy for the 
remainder of the voyage. 

[Here it is neceffary to apprize the reader, 
that, as there are TWO very authentic accounts 
of this voyage, one written by Captain Rogers. 
and one written by our author, we {hall endea. 
your to reduce them into ONE, by fllpplying 
from Captain Rogers what is wanting in Cap" , 
-tain Cooke, and {hall, contrary to the method 
purfued in Harris, continue the narrative in the 
perfon of Captain Cooke, though fometimes we 
may be obliged to ufe the words of Captain 
Rogers. And this being prernifed, we will now 
proceed:] 

On the 10th of September, fays Captain 
Cooke, we fpied a fail, which we chaced and 
came up with. She happened to be a Swede, 
bound for Cadiz; and though from feveral cir~ 
cumfiances there was reaCon (0 fufpea that !he 
had contraband goods on board, yet it being 
difficult to prove it, and we being in hafte, dif~ 
miffed her. This caufed a mutiny on board the 
Duke, headed by the boatfwain and three in~ 
ferior officers, who perfuaded the men not (() 
give her up. Captain Rogers confined the au-

. ili~ 
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thors of this diforder, in which there was not 
one foreigner concerned. He put ten of the 
mutineers in irons, a failor being firft foundly 
whipped for exciting the reft to join him; others 
leis guilty he punilhed and difcharged; but the 
chief officers continued armed, fearing what 
might happen, the £hip's company ieeming toO'_ 

much to favour the mutineers. They had af­
terwards a gredt deal of trouble with thefe fel­
low. who did more mifchief when in irons than 
before, by itirring up the men to releafe them~ 
pretending that they fuffered in the caufe of the 

_ crew~ alnd therefore the crew ought to rife and 
releafe them. This determined the Captain to' 

make fome examples~ but not to irritate too 
. much; he theref<?re began by removing the 
boatfwain from his office, and appointing ano.; 
ther in his room, without intending any thing 
furtber. Bm on the I4.th this inteftine ftorm 
rofe higher than ever; for then a failor, with the 
berI part of the ihip's company at his heels,; 
went up to the Captain, and demanded the 
boatfwain out of cufiody, With this man the 
Captain defired to fpeak: alone, and when he 
came upon the quarter-deck, the officers feized 
him, and cauJed one of his chief comrades to' 

whip him. Thus by different corre&ions of the 
hke kind, the officers on board the Duke 
broke the com bination, and allayed the tumult,; 
The 1)oat[wain they fent home in the Crown Gal.; 
ley in irons; the other prifoners they releafed 
upon their humble fubmiffion; fuch among 

them 
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them as were petty officers they reHored to thtir 
commands, and all on board w'ere forbidden to 

difobey or reproach them: and thus ended an 
infmreClion, which, had it fucceeded, would 
h".ve put a frop at unce to the farther profecu­
tion of the voyage. 

On the 15th, finding ourfclves to the fouth­
ward, and at (he f;~me time fomewhat to the 
eaflward of Ntadeira, we ch::lnged our place of 
rendezvous, and bore away for the C2.nar:es, 

On Saturday the 18th, ac fi'/e in the morning, 
we faw a Jail right a-head, to which we gave 
chace. About ten, we came up wi[h, and [Ook 
her, being a fmall Spanifh bark bound from Te­
neriff to Fuertaventvra, with feveral men and 
women pailt'Dgers on board, and laden with 
ftmdry forts of goods, Next day we bare away 
for O\'atavia>road, where we f1:ood off and on, 
and [ent 2.way the prize's boat witI; one of our 
mvner's agents, a prieft, and die maner of the 
prize, to trEat abom the ranfom of her, and to 

get wine, provifions, and other neceDar;es, for 
the refrefhmenr of both the fhips. About eight 
next morning, a boat came from the town, with 
a letter from the Engliib merchants rdiding 
there, wherein they expofl:ulated with us for 
making prize of the bark, alledging that there 
was a free trade agreed to in thefe iflands be­
tween her MajeCcy of Great Britain and the 
Kings of France and Spain, fo religioufly ob­
ferved by the latter, that they had eaufed an 
Englifh iliip taken there by a Frenc~ privatet;r, 

VOL.!. C t~ 
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to be reftored; and farther, reprefenting the 
danger that might arife to themfelves, living bV 
permiffioh in an enemy's country, if the bar~ 
was not immediately given 'Up, for which repri­
fals would be made on them; as alfo, that we 
!hould be anfwerable at home for interrupting 
the fettled commerce. This letter was figned 
by the Conful a~d three capital merchants. Our 
Captains immediately returned for anfwer, thar, 
having no inflrucrions rdating to the Spanif4 
veffels trading among thofe iflands. they could 
not jufrify the releafing of the fhip on their bare 
opinions, without fome order or proclamation of 
her Majefty, the Engliih being protetl:ed there 
only on anchoring ground, and the bark being 
taken in the open [eas; that, in cafe Mr. V ah~ 
brugh, the owners agent, was not reftored) they 
would carry away aU the prifoners they had; 
:and, if they apprehended any detriment to the 
faCtory, they might ranfom the bark, and feek 
their redrefs in England. They defired difpatch, 
there being no time to lofe; and, upon fending 

- back Mr. Vanbrugh, they would releafe the pri­
fODers. i}..t night :i/.nother letter came in anfwer 
to theirs, from the Conful, importing, that th~ 
Englifu men-of-war were civilly received there, 
and never committed any hoftilities; and that it 
was ~ral1ge we 1110uld'infift on ranfoniing any 
SpamardS i who were never made priioners in 
England, or elfewhere; and the Governor there 
uelivered up to him any Englifh prifoners tha~ 
were brought in by Spani!h privateers; where~ 

fore 
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fore he inGl1ed, that thofe in oilr cul10dy iliOllld 
be difmiifed, and the bark difcharged, accepting 
a preJent of wine in return. With this from the 
Conful at the city of Laguna, came another 
letter from the merchants at Oratavia-porc, 
h1uch to the fame purport, only otfering to pay 
to the v<tlue of 450 pieces of eight, the fum de­
manded for the bark, in wine, brandy, fugar, oil, 
barley, and greens, to ptevent incenfing the na­
tives again!t them, not doubting but that repa­
ration would be made them in England. OUf 

Captains replied, by threatening to cruife among 
the Wands to avail themfelves for their 10fs of 
time, and to cannonade the town of Oratavia, 
unlers they received in£tant fatisfaCtion. On the 
22d, at four in the morning, we !toad in for the 
!hore, making a clear Ibip; bur, foon after, we 
faw a boat coming with our owners agent, and 
Mr. Crofs, one of the Englifh metchants, bring­
ing five buts of wine. and other refrefhments. 
We layoff the town, took the goods out of the 
prize, fold the bark to Mr. erofs, and put the 
prifoners on board her. Thus ended this trou~ 
blefome builners, which being onanimouGy ap~ 
proved of at a council of officers of both ibips, 
they proceeded an their voyage; and, feeing a­
fail to the weftward, gave chace to her, but~ 
night coming on, loft her. 

On the 24th we croffed the Tropic of Cancer~ 
and, the Sunday following, performed the cere~ 
mony of dipping the men of both £hips who had 

C 3 nQr-< 
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not croffed it before; a ceremony that c~u[es a 
g~od deal of mirth among the common men •. 

On the 30th we pafTed by Santa Lucia, one 

of the Cape de Verdifiands, and by eight in 
the morning came in fight of St. Vincent, and 
about eleven came to an anchor in ten fathom 
water within tbe rock. 

As we knew the iOand not to be inhabited, 
we were not a lin1e furprized to fee [orne people 
on t1lOre; and, in order to learn who they were, 
and wh;,!: lheir bullnefs was, I armed the pinnace, 
and wcnt on {hore, when we found them to be 

'Portuguefe come from the iOand of St. Anthony 
to catch runle, who told us we might here 
wood :::nd water. 

Th;s ifhnd lies in lat, 16 deg. 55 min. N. and 

in 25 deg. 36 min. '-IV. long. from the meridian 
of London. There are on it Guinea-hens, hogs, 
and goats, and about the !hore plenty of fiih. In 
the woods there are fpiders as large as little birds, 
whole webs are not eaf1ly broken through, being· 
woven with a fubfrance nearly as fhong as ordi,. 
nary thread. 

The Cape Verd i11ands are eleven in number, 
St. Anthony, St. Vinc~m, St. Lucia, St. Nicholas, 
Sal, Bona Vina, Mayo, St. J ago, Fogo, Romes, 
aDd Brava ; and take their o-eneral name from a . b 

promomory on the African {hore. They belong 
to the POrtuguef'e, but are not all inhabited. 

\Vhile we lay at St. Vincent's, newdifturbances 

3rcle among the men in relation to plunder; for 

here 
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here they had an opportunity of trading, and 
therefore every man wifiled to have fomething 
to exchange. The effects taken in the late prize 
occafioned a general murmur throughout both 
the £hips; to put an end to which) and to fix the 
people in a firm refolution of doing their duty, 
we determined to fettle the matter at once, by 
framing fuch articles, as, without giving our 
owners any ground of complaint, might iilfpire 
the feamen with courage and coni1ancy. and 
make them as ,willing to obey as their officers 
were ready to command. It coft fome trouble 
to adjuft the articles; but that was fully corn­
penfated, by their effeCtually anfwering the pur­
pofe. And now, havingcompofed all differences? 
the men again chearfully returned to their duty, 
all but two or three of the Duke's men, who 
made their efcape on !hore; among whom was 
their linguift, who probably had no mind to be 
left behind; bur, having {bid beyond his leave 
of abfence, and paid no regard to the orders that 
were fent him to repair on board, it was thought 
proper, by way of example, to depart without 
him. Accordingly on the 7th of october we 
unmoored, and, on the 8th, after lying by aU 
night for our confort, we fet fail together for 
the coaft of BraG!. But on our paffage thither. 
fome irelh difputes arofe among our men; and. 
after various confultations to accommodate the 
differences, it was refolved, that Mr. Page, who 
was our fecond mate, fhould be knt to ferve OIl 

board the Duke, and Mro Ballet to come from 
the 
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the Duke to ferve on board the Dlltchefs in his 
room. This was not to be effeCted without 
force, Page refuung to obey the order; and 
when it was on the point of being put in execu'" 
tion, he reufted; but, being overpowered, and 
carried on board the Duke" he was there charged 
with mutiny, He defired to go to the head, 
for a neceflary purpore, before he made his de­
fence, and was perrnitted fo to do; when he 
infl:antly jumped over" board, with the defign of 
getting back again to the Dmchefs, but was 
taken up, tried, and puni111ed, which put an 
end to the difturbance for that time. 

On Vhdoefday the 27th we croffed the Line, 
and on Sunday the 14th of November faw lane,! 
at a great difl:ance, and at noon made Cape 
Frio, on the coaft of Brao1. On the 18th we 
anchored before IDo Grande, and on the 19th 
moored our ibip in ten fathom water. Here 
one of our men going from the !hip without 
leave, giving the firi1: Lieutenant foul language, 
and threatening foon to be revenged, was put in 
irons; a nd his meffmates and confederates de­
manding his releafe, or defiring to !bare in his 
pUllijbment~ feven voluntarily went into irons • 
. On the 2 I ft I went on fil.1ore in the pinnace 

with a prefent to the Governor, and to acquaint 
him we were friends.· At our Brft landing they 
fired feveral fhot, taking us for French; but 
afterwards made an apology, and received us 
£ivilly. On the "23d two of the mutineers were 
whipped, and put in irons again. On the 24th 

four 
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four of the eight men in irons were rekafed~ 
on their fubmiffion ; and two men wem on thore, 
defigning to leave the fni p) and, having bar­
gained with a canoe to carry them to the main; 
they were by miihke put afuore at a diHant 
part of [he iQand, where, finding themfelves on 
an uninhabited coaft, they began to relent; and, 
after fraying a night in the woods, where they 
were terrified with the roaring of wild beafts, 
they came in fight of the [hip, and made figns 
of repentance, humbling themfelves in the moit 
fuppliant manner, and on their knees, with their 
hands lifted up, endeavouring to move compaf­
fion. After fome time the boat went off, and 
brought them ot1 board, where they were con­
fined in irons till the next day, and then ordered 
to be flogged and releafed. 

On the 25 th two Iriili landmen ftole away from 
the Duke, and fecreted themfelves in the woods~ 
in like manner as the two feamen had done 
from the Dtltche[s. About four next morning 
the watch on the quarter,deck fpied a canoe, and 
hailed her to come on board; but the rowers 
not anfwering, but ftriving to efcape, the Duke's 
pinnace puriued the canoe, fired in~o her, and 
mortally wounded one of the Indian rowers. 
He that owned and free red the canoe was a friar~ 
and had a quantity of gold on board, which, 
.after running the canoe ailiore, he had juft time 
to hide before the Duke's pinnace reached the 
land. A Portuguefe, who was in the canoe~ 
a.nd who had no gold to lofe) would not follow 

the 
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the friar; bur, on the contrary, knOWir,:c; 'e 
Englifh to be friends, called the Father bck, 
who, upon his return, was carried Wilh the 
wounded Indian on board the Duke, where the 
poor man was dreffed by the furgeon, bur dIed 
in a few hours. The officers in both (hips were 
very [ony for this unfortunate accident, and en­
tered their protefl: againft it, and caufed th,e 
man to be buried on fuore in a very folemn 
manner. The friar, however, who had Jon his 

, gold, was not to be appealed, but threatened [0 

feek for juftice in Portugal or England. 
J n towing the f11ip about the eafternmoft part 

of the il1and, we {pied the Duke's two men 
waiting for a canoe to carry them over to the 
main; and two of our Lieutenants manned the 
boat, and, landing fome men in a convenient 
place to get behind them, to prevent their er. 
caping to the woods, they rowed to the place 
where the fellows were feen to lurk. When 
they found themfelves beftt, they endeavoured 
to fly; but, being intercepted, they were brought 
on board, put in' irons, and fent to their own 
£hip, where they were afterwards feverely pUo 
nifhed. . 

On the 27th the principal officers on board 
both ihips went in their pinnaces to the town of 
Angra dos Reys on the main, carryincr the fuips 

~ b 
m~lhc along with them. They were kindly reG 
celved and entertained by the Governor and Fa­
:hers,. who with their fervants are the principal 
~nhab!tants) there not being more than 50 or 60 

lQw~ 
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low· built houfes in the place. They have a 
guard- hOl1fe, where, at our landing, we were 
recei\'ed by the Governor, with about 20 men 
under arms, and treated with a dinner, [weet­
meats, and rum. The Governor and Fathers 
defired we would go to fee their Francifcan 
monafcery and church, that day being a fefiival 
with them, and the people coming from the 
plantaticns in the country to celebrate it. We 
complied; and, at their requeft, our mufick, con~ 
fifting of uumpets, hautboys, and violins, played 
in a gallery belonging t.o the church, and affifted 
in heightening the folemnization, to the no fmall 
farisfaCtion of the Fathers, After divine fervice 
we likewife joined in proceffion with them, and 
accompanied them from the church in the eveno 
ing, everyone carrying a large wax candle in 
his hand, according to the cullom of the coun· 
tryon [l1ch occafions, The proceffion being 
dofed, YJe were cond uEted into a great hall, and 
treated by the Fathers with an elegant fupper of 
flib, fweetmears, and fruits of various forts in 
the highef'c perfection, At our coming away, 
they gave us fome vollies with their [man arms, 
and we returned the compliment by a flourifu 
of trumpets, &c. 

Fifteen days journey up the country there is 
faid to be a very rich gold mine; and it was not 
long finee the French plundered a bark with 
800 weight of gold·duft on board, which it 
was bringing from the mine. Some men of 
credit told me, that the mines here are more 

VOL. U. D profitable 
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profirable than even Mexico or Peru; but that; 
the Tapoyars, who inhabit the inland plains, are 
an unconquerable race of men, taller and fl:rong .. 
er rhan the Portuguefe, and not to be brought to 

labour. The Brafilian women are very fruitful, 
ha,'e eafy labours, retire to the woods, where 
they are delivered alone, and rerurn no more 
till after a certain time allotted for purification. 

On niefday the 30th of November we weighed 
anchor;. but a tornado coming on, we tacked, 
and fwod under the iGand till its fury abated. 
On (he ttl: of December both fhips failed out 
of [he bay, and purfued their courfe to the 
fcucl~ ward till the 2. ~ ft, without meeting with 
any remarkable occurrence; but on that day a 
young man fell from the mizen-top-fail yard, 
and fractured his 1kul1. 

On the 23d we made land, which I fuppofed 
to be Falkland's Il1and, in lat. 5 I deg. 2 5 mi~. 
S. by efl:imacion. 

On the 24th, as we ran along {hore, the land 
looked like [orne part of England, having feve­
ral good bays and vallies, but believe it to be 
wholly uninhabited. 

On the 5th of J anllary, 1709, we had a VIO­
lent gale of wind at north-weft, and very bad 
weather. At two in the afternoon we reefed 
both courfes, then lowered our fcre yard, and 
hy by till five, at which time our walle was 
filled with water, and we expeCted the fhip to 
!ink every moment: got down our fore-yard as 

well 
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well as we could, and loofed the fprit.fail to 

wear the iliip> which at laft we accomplifhed; 
but in wearing we thought we ihould have foun­
dered with the weight of water that was in her 
wa[te. Thus we fCl1dded before the wind, the 
Duke following, and at nine Ihipped a fea in 
the poop, as we in the cabbin were going to {up­
per. It beat in all the cabbin windows and 
bulk-head, and hove the firl1 Lieutenant halt: 
way between the decks, with Jeveral mufkets 
and pi(tols that hung there, darting a {word that 
was againft the bulk·head of the cabbin through 
my man's hammock and rug, which hung againlt 
the bulk head of the fteerage; and, had not th~ 
bulkohead of the great cabbin given way, all 
we who were there muft inevitably have been 
drowned before the water could have been diJ:' 
charged. Our yaul was frayed on the deck, 
and it was a .. vander that many were not killed 
with the {butters, the bulk-head, and the arms, 
which were driven with a prodigious force; but 
Providence delivered us from this and many 
other dangers; only one man or two were hurt, 
and fome bruifed; but not one rag of dry cloaths 
was left us, our chefts, beds, and bedding, be­
ing all foaked in fea-water. Next day the !torm 
abated, and we continued our courfe, coarting 
very far to the fouth, where we endured much 
cold, by which many of our men were greatly 
affeCted, infomuch tbat a third part of both 
fhips companies fell fick, occafioned, as I fup­
pofe, by their being long wet and cold. We 
{ . P 2 were 
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were now in lat. 6 [ deg. 48 min. S. long. from 
Falkland's IOes 18 deg. 5 min. W. 

Monday 17, by a good obfervation I found 
that we were got round Cape Horn, Terra del 
Fuego, and the Straits of Magella:J, and to the 
northward of Cape Vileria. On the 19th I 
reckoned we were to the northward of Port St. 
Stephen on the eo aft of Patagonia in the Great 
South Sea. . 

On Monday the 3 11t, at eight in the morning, 
made the Il1and of Juan Fernandes, where we 
defigned to wood and water. In the afternoon 
Capt. Dover went off in the Pinnace to get fome 
provilions, and in the evening faw a fire albore, 
which made us conclude there were !hips in the 
road, as we were affured the iDand had no inha­
bitants: we therefore made the flgnal for the 
boat to return, and fhe accordingly came on 
board about twelve at night. 

Tuefday Feb. r, we rowed and towed into the 
great bay, and came to an anchor in 50 fathom 
water. All this day we had a clear fnip expeCt­
ing a rencounter; but were much difappoimed, 
When, inftead of a valuable prize, we difcover­
ed only an odd figure of a man, who had been 
the [ole relident 011 the iDand for more than four 
years. His name was Alexander Selkirk, a 
Scotchman, who had been Mafter of the Cinque­
ports, the fhip that accompanied Dampier in his 
v~yage to the South Seas, and was, as Dampier 
fald, one of the beft men in her. Captain Ro­
gers immediately agreed with him to be his mate. 

It 
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It was this man who made the fire in the night 
when he faw our ihips, which he judged to be 
Engliili. During his fray here, he faw feveral 
fhips pars by; but only tWD came to an anchor. 
As he went to view them, he found them to be 
Spaniards, and retired frorn them; upon which 
they :ihot at him. Had they been French he 
would have fubmrtted? but chofe to rifque his 
dying alone on the iDand rather than fall into 
the hc.nds of the Spaniards, becault he appre­
heoc1ed they would either murder. or make a 
Dave ot him in the mines; for he feared they 
would ipare no {hanger that might be capable 
of difcovering the Somh Seas. The SpaniJ.rds 
had landed before he knew w hat they were, and 
they came fo near him that he had much ado to 

efcape; for they not only !hot at him, but pur­
fued him to the woods, where he climbed to the 
top of a tree, at the foot of which they charged 
their pieces, and killed 1everal goats jult by, 
but went off again without difcovering him. 
He told us, that he was born at Largo, in the 
county of Fife, and was bred a failor from his 
youth. The reafon of his being left here was a 
difference between him and his Captain, which, 
together with the filip's being leaky, made him 
willing rather to fray here, than to go along with 
him at firft, and when he was at laft willing to 
go his Captain would not receive him. He had 
been at the ifiand before to wood ~nd water, 
when two of the lbip's. company were left upon 
i~ for fix months, till the fhip returned, being 

chaced 
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chaced thence by two French South Sea fuip~. 
Be had with him his cloaths and bedding, with 
a firelock, fame powder, bullets, and tobacco; 
a hatchet, a knife, a kettle, a bible, fome 
practical pieces, and his mathematical inftru­
ments and books. He diverted and provided 
for himfelf as well as he could; but for the nrft 
eight months he had much ado to bear up ao 
gainfl melancholy, and the terror of being left 
alone in fuch a defolate place. He built two 
huts in Piemento~trees, covered them with long 
grafs, and lined them with the fkins of goat~ 
which he killed wlth his gun as he wanted, fo 
long as his powder lafted, which was but a 
pound, and that being almoft fpem, he got fire 
by rubbing two fticks of Piemento wood toge­
ther upon his knee. ! n the leffer hut, at [orne 
diftance from the other, he cireft bis viCl:uals, 
and in the larger he nept, and employed himfelf 
in reading, finging pfalms, and praying; fa that 
he faid he was a better Chriftian while in this 
folitude than ever he was before, or than, he was 
afraid, he fhould ever be again. 

At firft he never eat any thing till hunger 
corub-ained him, partly for grief, and partly 
for want of bread and fait, nor did he go to bed 
till he could watch no longer. The Piemento 
wood, which burnt very cJea,', ferved him both 
for fire and candle, and refrefbed him with its 
fragrant {i]le.ll. He might have had nih enough, 
but could not eat them for want of fait, becaufe 
they occaf!oned a loofenefs, except crayfifb~ 

which 



CAPTAIN COOKE's VOYAGES. 23 
which are as large as lobfters, and very good. 
Thefe he fometimes boiled, and at other times 
broiled, as he did his goat's-fldh, of which he 
made good broth. He kept an account of 500 

that he killed while there, and caught as man)' 
more, which he marked in the ear and let go. 
"Vhen his powder failed he took them by fpeed 
of feet, for his way of living and continual ex­
ercife cleared him of all grofs humours? fo that 
he ran with wonderful fwiftnefs through the 
woods and up the rocks and hills, as we pel· ... 
ceived, when we employed him to catch goats 
for us. We had a bull· dog which we fent with 
feveral of our nimbleft runners to help him to 
catch goats; but he diftanced and tired both 
the dog and the men, caught the goats, and 
brought them to us on his back. He told us, 
that his agility in purfuing a goat had once like 
to have eoft him his life. He purfued it with 
fo much eagernefs that he carched hold of it on 
the brink of a precipice of which he was not 
2.ware, the bufhes hiding it from him; io that 
he feB with the goat down the precipice a great 
height, and was fo bruifed with the fall that he 
narrowly efcaped with his life; and, when he 
came to his feofes, found the goat dead under 
him. He lay there about twent-four homs. aod 
was fcaree able to crawl to his hur, which was: 
about a mile diftant, or to fiir abmad again in 
ten days. He came at laft to reliili his meat 
without faIt or bread. He had a confbnt fup~ 
ply of good curneps,which had been {(lwn t~ereq'y 

Lt1ptO'1l1 
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Captain Dampier, and have now overfpread 
fame acres of ground. He had good cabbage 
from the cabbage-trees that grow wild upon the 
iGand, and ftaLoned his meat 'with the fruit of 
the Piemento-tiees, vvhich is the fame as Jamai­
ca pepper, and fmells deliciouf1y. He found 
alfo a black· pepper, called Malageta, which was 
very gooclto expel wind and fhengthen the 0:0-
mach. He foon wore out aU hi? fhoes and 
doaths by funning in the woods; and at laft, 
being forced to fhift without them, his feet be­
came fo hard, that he ran every where without 
difficulty; and it was fome time before he could 
wear {hoes after we found him; for, not being 
ufed to any fo long, his feet fwelled when. he 
came to wear them again. After he had con­
quered his melancholy, he diverted himfelf iome­
times with cutting his name upon the trees, fome­
times with contrivances to vary and increaie his 
frock of tools, and fometimes in clear evenings 
in counting the ftars. He was at firfl much 
peftered with cats and rats that had bred in 
great numbers from fome of each fpecies which 
had got afuore from fhips that put in there to 
wood and water. The rats gnawed his feet and 
cloaths while he l1ept, which obliged him to 
cherifu the cats with his goat's Belli, by which 
many of them became fo tame, that they would 
be about him in hundreds, and foon d~livered 
him from rhe rats. He likewife tamed fome 
kids; and, to vary his diverfions, would now 
and then flng and teach them to dance; fo that 

by 







CAPTAIN COOKE's VOYAGES. '15 
by his natural flow of humour, and the vigour 
of his youth, being now but 30 years old, he 
tame at laft to conquer all the inconveniences 
bf his folimcle, and to be very eafy. When his 
doaths were worn out, he made himfelf a coat 
and a cap of goat's il:ins, which he ftitched to­
gether with little thongs of the fame that he cut 
with his knife. He had no other needle but a 
nail; and, when his knife was worn out to the 
back, he made others of fame iron hoops that 
were afubre~ which he beat thin, and ground 
upon ftones. Having fame linnen cloth by 
him, he rewed himfelf fame fhirrs with a nail, 
and fiitched them with the wor(ted of his old 
ftockings, which he pulled but on purpofe. He 
had his 1aft 1hirt on when we found him on the 
Wand. At his coming on board us, he had fo 
much forgot his language for want of ufe, that 
we could [carce underfcand him; for he feemed 
to fpeak his words by halves. vVe offered him 
a dram; but he would not touch it~ having 
drank nothing but water fillee his being there; 
and it was fome time before he could reliili our 
viCtuals. He could give us no account of any 
other produCt of the iOand than what we have 
D1entioned, exceptfome bl~ck plumbs, which are 
very good, but hard to come at, the trees which 
bear them growing on high mountains and rocks. 

The officers that went firft on !hore were in~ 
vited to his retreat; bot the way to it being 
very rugged and intricate, only ;:l, very few of 

YOLo n. E ~h<:m 
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them had curiofity enough to vifit it. He had 
conceived an irreconcileable averfion to an offi­
cer on board the Cinque Pons, who, he was in­
formed, vvas on board the Duke; but, not be­
ing a principal in command, he was prevailed 
upon to wave that circumftance, and to accom. 
pallY Captain Dampier, for whom he had a 
friendiliip. He was very ufeful while the !hips 
ibid at Juan Fernandez, in fupplying them with 
frtfh provifions, and in facilitating the bufinefs 
of taking in wood and water. He {aid, he had 
feen fnow and ice in July, which is the middle 
of winter in that climate; but the months of 
September, OCtober, and November, are incon­
ceivably pleafant; the air being perfumed with 
0, ffagrance that cherifhes and revives the fpirits, 
and has a wonderful effeCt upon animals, as well 
a~ mcn, which Seikirk remarked by their play~ 
wardCleis and pll1mpneJs. He panicularly di. 
reEted us to a plant not much unlike feverfew, 
of a molt graceful and cordial [cem, with which 
we {hewed the tents of the lick, who were therew 
by much comforted,- and their cure facilitated. 
\Ve gathered many bundles of it, dried them 
in the fhade, and fent them on board. 

On the 13th of February, a general council of 
officers was beld on board the Duke, when many 
lJecdTary regulations were agreed to, for the 
maintenance of order, difcipline, and feerccy; 
among which, t'Jvo infpeCtors were appointed 
frolll on board the Duke~ to take accoum: of all 
prjz;e.~ taken by the Dutchefs; and the lik~ 

number 



CAPTAIN COOKE:s VOYAGES. 27 
£'lumber from the Dutchefs, to regifter fuch 3.S 

fhould be taken by the Duke. 
V{hile we continued in this bay the cnrpen­

. ters fitted up the pinnaces, the frames 0', which 
were ready prepared at EriCtol, a( our firfc feL­
ting our. 

On (he 14th the pinnaces were bunched, and 
having each a gun fitted to her prow, were tried 
in the bay, to fee how they would fail, being in­
tended to ferve as fmall {hips of war, to examine 
the harbours where the large fhips could not 
venture to approach the {hore. And now, hav­
ing all things in readinefs, we began to prepare 
for our departure, all our fick men being re­
covered, except two who died, and were buried 
on the Wand. -

On the I5th we cleared the bay, and pmfued 
a northerly courfe till the 24th, when we croifed 
the Tropic of Capricorn, and iliot lome Tropic 
birds about the fize of a partridge. with only a 
lingle feather in their tails, but that very long, 
and very taper. We had now the fea as fmooth 
as a pond; and, having-little to do, we ordered 
the men to attend prayers regularly twice a clay, 
prohibited gaming, to prevent the artful horn 
taking advantage of rhefimple; andimpofed a 
penalty againft fwearing, by which that vice was 
almoft excluded the ihip~s company. 

On Monday the 28th I ordered three of·our 
men ~o be put in irons, for cutting the meat ifl 
the fteep·tllb, and hiding it; and on the zd of 

E 2 March~ 
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Marcp, Captain Courtney caufed them to be 
whipped and pickled, by way of example. 

On Thurfday the 14th of March. Captain 
Rogers, Captain Dover, and Captain D<J!mpier, 
came on board the putche[s; and concluded, 
that the [tria obfervation of Lent having pre­
vented the Spaniards from traflicking in thofe 
feas~ the moil: eligible plan would be to be<J,r 
away under an eafy fail for Lobos, and there 
to fupply ourfelves with boats to land at Guaya­
quil; but in the afternoon jaw a fail, gave chace, 
and took her, She came from Guayaquil, and 
was bound for Cheripe to load flour, and hacl 
been OLlt 16 days. The crew were all Indians~ 
except one· Spanifh paffenger. They had nOD 

thing on board but about 50 1. in money to pay 
for ~leir ~argo. and told us, that part of the 
new town of Guayaquil had lately been burnt; 
that the Jefus Maria, formerly a man.of-war~ 
was coming from Lima to be there rebuilt; th!!!: 
another large ihip was expected from Panama at 
l)ayta, 2nd that they had heard nothing of any 
Englifu men-of-war Of privateers being in thota 
[eas,. 

On the 16th we made the iqanq of Lobos~ 
and in the evening anchored in the road. l.t lie~ 
jn lat. 6 deg. 5 min. S. about! 6 leagues from tbe 
continent~ is barren, and affords neither wood 
nor water; bUt there is· good riding for fhips, 
and harbours proper for repairing and careening, 
Here the prize was fitted up, and it was agreed~ 
that I IhOlJ1d go out in her with 35 men, to cruife 

~11 
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in 'company with the Dutcher;.; and with that 
view fhe was new mmed, and called 'I~~ Begin­
ning Galley. 

On the 26thp at day-break, we faw a fuip 
ftanding to the follthward. and foon came up 
with her. She was a bark of 50 ~ons, bound from 
Guayaquil to Truxillo. with timber and cocoa­
nuts. It was agreed, that Captain Courtney 
fuould frand in with her in the night; and that 
1 lhould continue to cruife till farther orders~ 
which on the 27th I rect;:ived, and the fame evenQ 

iog came to an anchor by the Duke and Dqtch­
j;[s in Lobos-Road. Next day, the prifoners beq 
ing examined, reported, that a fhip of 36 braf.$ 
guns was expeCted from Lin;J.a with the Viceroy 
of Mexico and his mother on board; and that 
they were bound to Panama. Upon this intelli~ 
gence it was refolved in full council to cmife in 
queft of this ibip) and if the efcaped to attack 
Guayaquil. 

While the Duke lay at Lobos, the carpenters 
built a large boat to land men~ in cafe of an at­
tack; and, having made all neceffary prepara,­
tions, and the fick men from both fhips being 
put on board the lafr prize, which was called 
the lncreaje, our firfr Lieutenant was ordered to 
~ommand the Beginning Galley; and on the 310: 
of March we left Lobos, and agreed to cruife 
fix leagues to the wind ward of the Saddle of 
fayta, as the moft likely ftation tp (ucceed in 
pur enterprize. 

On the 2d of April we feB in with a large 
. fbi? 
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fbip, of 400 tons, from Panama, heavily laden 
with dry.goods. commanded byCaprain Morel, 
and thought to be one of the largeft merchant­
fllips in all thofe feas. He had 50 or 60 blacks 
on board, befides [eventl paffengt·rs. 

The next day we took another prize of final! 
value, having only about 90 or 100 L in plate~ 
and a fmall quantity of timber. She was of 50 
tons burthen, commanded by Juan Perezillo 
Baftillo, who told us that a billiop was coming 
19y fea from Panama to Lima with 200,000 

pieces of eight, and a confiderable quantity of 
family plate; but no fhip appearing in fight 
from the 3d to the 9th, it was then upon ton~ 
fultation agreed to call in the cruifers, and to 
attempt the conquefl: of Puna and Guayaquil. 
This refolution being taken in council, it was 
next debated, who fhould command in chief 011 

!hare; and, after a warm contea, it was at length 
agreed, that Captain Rogers and Captain Courta 
ney fhould each command a company of feamen~ 
and Captain De,ver a party of landmen; that 
Captain Dover £bould give the word of command 
the firft night, and the other two Captains take 
their turns. 

On Sunday the IC'th, Mr. Vanbrugh, the 
owner's agent, was removed from the councii~ 
and Mr. Samuel Hopkins was chofen in his 
room; the charge againft him was founded on 
killing the Indian, as already mentioned, and 
engaging to vote with Captain Rogers upon aU 
occafions. Captain Dover likewife charged 

h~tl\ 
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him with infolence, and with difobeying or­
, d.trs. 

On the 12th, the attack of Guayaquil was 
finally fettled, and the whole fleet fet fail for 
that harbour. Some new regulations were 
framed, and frefu encouragement propofed t~ 
animate the men to behave refolutely. 

The three commanding officers fdeCl:ed each 
their refpeCtive parties, Captain Dover the ma­
rines. and the Captains Rogers and Courney 
'tWO parties of failors, 75 men in each; Cap­
tain Dampier commanded the artillery, and 
was to form a body of referve, to aCl: as occafioI1 
fhould offer. The whole number employed in 
this fervice 'amounted to 238 effeCtive men. 
The care of the {hips and prizes was at the fame 
time entrufced to the Captains Cooke and Fry~ 
who, beGdes a fmall complement of failors, had 
226 Indians and blacks on board. 

Friday 15. Saw a fail near the ihore, and, 
having little wind, the Duke's boat commanded 
by Captain Fry, and ours by my[elf, made di~ 
redly for her, going off in fuch hafte that neio 
ther of us had the fwivel guns we ufedto carry, 
nor our full complement of men. The Duke's 
boat nearing her firft, fue put out Spanin1 co­
lours, fired a gun, and hoifted her Spanin1 flag 
at the main.top.maft head. The Duke's boat 
then Jay by for us to come up. We faw fhe 
was French-built, and, by the defcription the 
prifoners had given llS, concluded it mult be the 
iliip we had been fo long cruifing for, which 

was 
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was to carry the BiGlop. Our {hips being almofl: 
out of fight, and the Spaniards fa near the 
coaft, we rdolved to lay her on board on each 
bow, and accordingly feJl to it. The difpute 
was hot fat a long time, we keeping a conllant 
fire, and the enemy returning it, who killed tWO 

of Captain Fry's men, bell des wounding one of 
his and two of mine. One of the killed was 
Mr. John Rogers~ am fecond l..ietltenant, and 
brother to Captain Rogers~ The Duke's boat; 
finding the enterprize de(perate, bote away; 
and fome time after we did the like: but Cap­
tain Fry having put fame of his men aboard of 
us, given llS fame powder and iliot, and taken 
in our wounded, I made again to the chace, re. 
folving to keep her from the iliote, and, rathe\\ 
than fail, to clap her aboard. The Spaniards, 
perceiving our defign, edged off to fea, and we 
followed them. Our fhips came up apace, and 
the Dutchefs having fired a !hot or two, ihe 
ihuck her colours, and furrendered. The men 
begged for good quarter, and we promifed them 
all civility. Thisfhip came from Panama, and 
was bound for Lima; to be fitted out for a man 
of vt'ar. There were 70 blacks, and many paf­
fengers, with a confiderable quantity of pearlst 
on board: the lading confifted of bale goods; 
and fome things beionging to the Biiliop; but 
they had fet him, with his attendants, afhore at 
point St, Helena, from whence he was to go by 
land to Guayaquil. While the French poffeffed 
this veffel, fue was caned La Lun~ d'Or. She-
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,vas of 270 tons burden, and commanded by 
Don J ofeph de Arizabella. 

Saturday 16. Took a frnaIl b:lrk laden with 
hides and fome flam, and buried our Lieure .. 
nane, beino' all much concerned for the lois of o . 
10 good an officer. 

Sunday 17. AU things being now' in order, 
our men went aboard the twO barks in order w 
land, and Captain Fry aod T took charge of 
the fhips, prizes, and prifoners. 

Monday 18. At one in the morning, being 
near the ifland Santa Clara, our two barks with 
the land forces left us. 

Tuefday 19. The boats rowed with 45 men 
towa~ds the lfland Puna, and came to a grape 
pling dofe under the land. out of fight of the 
look~outs. We feized the Governor of the 
iiland, and fent our carpenter and two or three 
hands along the ihore, to cut alJ the bark-logs~ 
and canoes in pieces, for fear thev mould get 
away and alarm the toWn of GuayaquiL 

Thurfday 2 I. I rent the Beginning a-head, for 
fear of danger, who, feeing a veff,..;l riding clofe 
under point Arena, fired two fwivel guns at 
her; but found nobody on board. She was a 

. new Spanifh bark going to load ralt~ and had 
nothing in her but a few jars of water. At five 
in the afternoon the tranfoo-rrs rowed for' the 
town of Guayaquil, and at" eleven at nighc were 
fo near as to hear one centinel (2,1l to another 
for fire to be brought. Perceiving we were di£:· 
(overed, we rowed over to the other fide, and 

~{r;n. lIs F f(,i,w 
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fa.w a fire made where the centinels talked, and 
iOOi1 after many lights all over the town. We 
heard [hem likewife ring the alarm-bell, and 
fire feveral volleys; and we obferved them to 
light a 6re on the hill to give the town notice 
of our being come up the river. Hereupon the 
boats came to a grappling, when fuch a hot dif­
pute arofe among fome of our chief officers, 
that they were heard aihore; the officers differ­
ing in their opinions, whether to land immedi­
ately, or fray till morning; however, at Iaft it 
was agreed, that, fince we did nct know the 
ground, it was beft to fhy till day-light. 

Friday 22. Our forces being all joined, we 
fent a flag of truce, with the Captain of the 
French-built ihip, and another prifoner, to the 
Corregidor, who aiked him our number, which 
the Captain magnified. The Corregidorfuggefted 
that we were mere boys; but the Captain re­
plied, he would find we were men, for w'{ had 
fought him bravely in our open boats, though 
he h~d killed one of the Commander's brothers, 
and wounded and k:lled others; and therefore 
advifed him to agree for the ranfom of the town. 

Saturday 23. The pinnace went up the river 
after forne veffels, and brought fix of them to 

anchor by our barks; and we alfo took poffe[~ 
uon. of two new fhips, of about 400 tons each. 
Vi e then went anlOre with a flag of truce~ 
and the Governor came on board to aaree about 

I r b 
me rarHom cf the tOwn and iliips ~ but this not 

being 
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being then concluded, he promifed to mett the 
Captain at [even in the evening, but was not fa 
good as his word. 

Sunday 24. The Governor came off again 
to treat, and our Captains would have feized 
him for having forfei~ed his word; but he al­
ledging that it was incomp~ltible with his COlU­

ing with a flag of truce, was fet alhore again, 
and all things were made ready for the attack. 
Accordingly the men landed, and, being com­
manded to proceed, they went on with 10 much 
bravery, that the Spaniards fired only their flrlt 
volley and Bed, our people prelling and purflh 
jng them to their cannon, which they foon de ... 
ferted, the gunner only, who was an Iri111mCin~ 
ftanding by them till he was wounded in four 
places, of which wounds he foon after died. 
Our men then marched in :l, body through both 
towns, drove out the enemy, and, placing thre~ 
guards in the three churches, ret fir(C to five or 
fix houfes adjoining to the wood, left the enemy 
fuould annoy our guard) which was within pii: 
tol iliot. All this night they kept firing out of 
the woods at our centineIs, but did them no 
harm. In the mean time the Dutchefs's pin­
nace, commanded by Lieutenant Connely, went 
up the river, landed at every houfe, took the 
plate, and what: eIfe of value they found, and 
had [ome fkirmifhes wit/1 the enemy~ in which, 
one of our men was wounded. 

Monday 25. In the night one of our centi­
pel~ thot another belonging to us, who was go-

r ~ in~ 
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ing from his poft, and did not anfwer when 
challenged three times; our firft Lieutenant's 
piftol went off by his fide, and wounded him in 
the leg; and another of om men was alfo iliat 
through the foot by one of our own people; 
moreover, our Jmgt:m cut off a n1aJ)'s~i arm who 
had been hurt by uoe of our grenadoe fuells, 
which broke in the bark when fired out of the 
cohorne, The afternoon was fpent in fhipping 
off provifions irOll1 the town, and difpofing all 
things in cafe of an atta:k in the night. 

Tudaay 260 A Bag of truce came to treat 
concerning ranfoming the town, which was at 
!all agreed on for 30,000 dollar;" VIe were to 
have three ho[tages" and to Hay at Puna till 
they could ra11e the money, 

Wednefday 27. The hoHages came on board; 
and we wok down our U Dion flag, and hoii1ed 
a flag of truce, firing a gun for a flgnal that the 
Spaniards might C01TIC ioto the town, and that 
no farther hoftilities fhouid be committed on 
either fide. 

Thurfday 28. Om barks weighed with 
the beginning of the ebb~ the Duke's pinnace 
making the beft of her vvay dOlim to the ihips • 
and the float, after going afuore to fetch off the 
great guns, weighed 'l-lio~ and fell down the ri· 
vcr. 

Friday 29. Capt3.in Rogers came aboard, 
and gave U3 an account that they had taken, 
plundered, and ranfomed the to\vn of Guaya­
quil ; that three of our men had been killed~ 

two 
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two by our own people. and one by the Spa~ 
niards, and four wounded, that the inhabitants~ 
whilft treating, had carried off their money and 
plate, retiring to the woods, and le:l ving theil' 
guns, four whereof were taken, with a confi­
derable quantity of meal, peare, fugar, brandy, 
and wine, all which was coming down in the 
barks. This day Hugh Tidcomb, who was 
.thot by his fell 0 v,,' centinel, died. At four in 
the afternoon, fpied a fail franding up the river 
with the tide of flood: we fent both Ibips boats 
after her, and before night they brought her in. 
She was a fmall Spanifh bark from Cheripe9 

having on board 330 bags of meal, 35 hUj1dred 
weight of lugar, fome onions, quinces, and 
pomegranates. This, with the fix barks, and 
two great ihips ranlomed by the town of 
Guayaquil, made fourteen prizes taken in thofe 
feas. 

Sunday 30. Captain Rogers went aboard the 
French built Thip to carry her up to Puna, ill 
hopes of difpofing of her cargo and fome of the 
blacks, who only ferved to eat up our provi­
llons; as alfo to bring down what water and 
provifions could be got; Captain Courtney 
being gone there before on the fame account. 

Monday, May I. A boat came down from 
the town with part of the ranfom, whereupon. 
mof!: of the prifoners were fet on ihore. 

Thurfday 5. Captain Rogers returned with 
the French-built fnip, the Spaniards having' 
brought none of her cargo; but they had paid 

24,ooQ 
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24,000 dollars, part of the 30,000 ranfom ; upon 
which, the Governor of Puna, one of the hofta.­
ges, was difcharged, but the others kept. 

Friday 6. In the afternoon the Duke and the 
prizes joined us, when we were {even fail in alL 
A boat came down with abou: 3000 dollars 
more, in money and plate; and the men told us, 
that the other 3000 dollars would foon come, 
and 12,000 more to purehafe goods: but this 
we fuppofed to be a trick to keep us till the 
men-of-war fi10uld come from Lima; whereupon 
we made all pollible difpatch to get out of the 
bay, kept three of the hoftages, and fem the pri­
fooers afhore. The Beginning, being of no other 
ufe, finee we had better veifels, we fold to the 
Spaniards for the value of 501. in pearl, gold 
chains, &c. and put the prifoners aboard, but 
kept pilots, and a man that could lpeak Englifh? 
the Prefident of Panama's fan, and the hoftages. 
The weather being very hot, fome of our men 
fell into fevers; and in a few day s we had near 
100 lick, and among the number Capt. Court­
ney. 

Sunday 8. Sailed with a fmall breeze at N. W. 
At no.on it began t~ blow frefh; but nothing 
rnatenal happened nIl the 13th, when~ believing 
ourfelves near the longitude of the Gallapagoes, 
where we defigned to water, fit our !hips, and 
refrefh our men, we lay by from fix in the even­
ing till four the next morning, for fear of run~ 
ning by thofe ifiands in the night. 

Monday J. 6, Mr. Hopkins, Lieutenant of the 
mannesJIi 
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marines, and one of the doctors of the Dllke~ 
died. 

Tuelday 17. Saw land~ being one of the Ga!­
lapagoe iilands. Next day the Duke's boat 
went on !hare to feek for water, but could find 
none in any of them, tho' Captain Cowley, in 
his voyage round the round, fays there is good 
water in on'e of them; but we miffed the place. 

The 20th, 2 dt, and 22d, we fpent in plying 
among the iflands, where the boats found abun­
danct of turtle, large rock-fill)) and guanos. 
Thefe laft named creatures are larger here than 
thofe in other parts of the Vveft Indies, and are 
of {everal colours and fizes. They are eaten 
by the feamen, and reckoned good meat, though 
their deformity made me loathe them. 

Thurfday 26. Captain Rogers and Captain 
Dover came aboard the Dlltchefs, and, after 
holding a council, it was refoled to run in for 
the ifland of Plata to water, and fo come off 
again, for fear of meeting with two French fhips~ 
one of 60, and the other of 46 guns, and the 
Spanilh men of-war, which, we were told, would 
be !hortly in fearch of us. Some days before 
this we loft Mr. Hatley, who was in one of the 
prizes, with five or fix white men, four blacks» 
and an Indian, having on board little or no pro­
vifions or water, and no boat; and we never 
more heard, of them. 

Monday 30. The officers of the Duke came 
aboard,to confult about the properefr place to ca .. 
reen and water at ; and 'twas agreed to go to the 

iJ1;1nd 
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Wand Gorgona, to fee whether any Spanifh !hipe 
were there, and from thence to MangJa, where 
are fame 'i!1dians~ el~emi(:s to the Spaniards, v/ho, 
it was [aid. would fupply us with fwine and 
fov,rls, good water, turtle, plantains, and other 
reFrefhments. 

W ednefday , June I. Some of our men: were 
told, that :1 confpiracy was forming on board 
the galleon among the prifoners and blacks. 
-We examined the Sp~niards, who protefced they 
knew nothing of it; then put m3tches between 
the fingers of two blacks, making them believe 
we would burn them to the bone if they would 
not conters. They owned there had been a talk 
of killing the Englii11 among the Indians and 
blacks, bGt they believed it was not in earneft; 
however, they were diiperfed into [everal !hips 
to break the combination. 

Sunday 5. Saw a fail right-a-head of USa" 

chaced, and at eight in the evening came up 
with her, fired a chace-gun, and !be fhuck. 
The veffel was of about 80 tons burden, bound 
from Panama for Guayaquil, was laden with 
iron and other merchandize, and had two wo­
men and fe'leral paffengers of note on board, 
one ot- whorn was going Governor to Baldlvia, 
w hoie n8.l1le was Don Juan Cardofo, and who' 
had bee~ not long before t{!ken on the other 
fide by the Jamaica cruifers. 

Monday 6" Made the beft of our way for 
Gorgona; and 3.t three in the afternoon next 
oay, the Duke with the galleon came to an an~ 

chor 
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thor in tbat harbour. Same day faw a fail bear­
ing down towards the i!1and, till fpying the gal­
leon i:l the offing, £he [tood to the weftward. 1 
went out in the pinnace well-manned, and at 
noon took and brought her to an anchor. She 
was a bark of 50 tons, called E1 Sold ado, came 
(Jut of a [mall port the night before, and was 
bound hr Guayaquil, to load faIt, brandy, &c. 
She had in h::r in gold chains and rJ?0ney to the 
value of 5 or 6 hundred pounds, defigned to pur~ 
chafe her cargo. 

Monday I3. Held a full council on board 
the Duke, and refolved to careen our iliips here 
as foon as poffible. Here we continued till 
Sunday, Auguft the 7th; ar;d in the mean time 
plundered a jettlement on the main, rjght 0Ppo­
fire the il1and, ret moit of our prifoners on 1hore 
on the continent, and brought [even beeves, 14 
hogs, fome poultry, about 50 buibels of Indian 
wheat j and a ft:w goats on board: at the fame 
time a black born in Jamaica, who fpok,= very 
good Englirn, arid had been taken with fome 
Jamaica.men eight years b(:fore~ came over to us 
in a canoe. Captain Morel, too, formerly com~ 
mander of the galleon, brought fome money and 
fruit, and a merchant or two, who bought fome 
of our blacks. During our Hay at this iaand~ 
Captain Rogers, Captain Courtney, myfelf, and 
fome other officers, underwent much fatigue in 
fitting up the Marquis, for which !hip we werG 
forced to geL entirely new mafrs and yards, make 
moil of the fails, and a great deal of new cor~ 

VOL. H. G dag}'~, 



.po CAPT AIN GOOKE's VOYAGES. 

dage. The fmith alfo made much new work; as 
qid thecarpenters, fail makers, riggers, and rope­
makers, who all came to help us from each thip. 

The 6th of Auguft, I received my orders to 
command the Marquis, carrying 20 guns, 66 
white men, and 16 blacks; and, the thips having 
taken in their loading from the prizes, and all 
our buunefs being over at the ifiand of Gorgona, 
we weighed anchor at loin the morning, and 
ran to the north of the ifiand: but the mafts of 
the Marquis being new and heavy, and a great 
weight of goods between decks, I found the 
proved crank, and failed dull upon the wind; 
10 that the Duke and Dutchefs were fain to fpare 
a great deal of fail for me to keep up with them. 

Friday 12. Held a confultation abollt fendo 
iog the Marquis and a bark laden with bale­
goods direCl::ly for India, to fave provifions and 
gain time; bm this was oppofed by Captain 
Courtney, and others, in regard to the Marquis, 
which being a good veifeJ, might be of great 
ufe in cafe we thould meet with the Manilla 
thip, or the men-of-war we fuppofed were look­
ing for us. 

Thurfday, Auguft 18. At fix in the morning 
raw a fail a-head) g,ave chace, and the Dutchefs 
foon coming up with her, and firing a few guns, 
{he ftruck, being a bark of about 70 tons, bound 
from Panama to Troxillo, with merchants goods, 
pafiengers, and blacks, on board. The mafter 
told us, he had been detained three months at 
Pal~amJ, by an embargo, which lDeing taken off 

upon 
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upon advice that we were going to the il1and of 
Juan Fernandez, he had fet fail. Enquiring 
what fhips were out in quef1: of us, the prifoners 
£aid, they had advice at Panama of five or fix 
fhips being ordered after LlS, two of them French, 
of 48 guns each, and fame Spanilb, of the like 
force, and good failors. They could tell no 
other news, than that the whole coaft was 
alarmed. 

A uguft 19. The Duke and Dutchefs fired 
fome vollies to exercife their men. N ext day 
we fell in with land abom a league to the lee­
ward of Tacames, ran within a league of the 
fhore, and on the 24th caft anchor in the bay, 
from whence the Dutchefs rent her pinnace, 
albore for water, but could get none. Tacames 
is a village of only feven houfes and a church, 
ftanding in a bay, about feven leagues to the 
northward of Cape Francifco. The hou[es are 
built of fplit bamboes, and covered with Pal­
meto.leaves, fianding on frilts or pafts; and, in­
ftead of ftairs, they have a piece of timber cut 
in notches to afcend by. The men employ 
themfelves in killing wild [wine with bows and 
arrows, and ftriking fifh with their lances, at 
both which they are very dexterous. The wo­
men have only a piece of baize tied about their 
middle, and carry their children at their backs. 
They are under the authority of the Spanifh 
priefts, and a,re not permitted to trade witho,ut 
~heir licence. 

Qn th~ 27th. They received a letter of leave, 
G 2 ~nd 
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and our boats went afhore to the houfcs for 
cattle; and on the :i;8th and 29th continued 
tradino- and warerin2: till we had fLJffi:ciently . ~ a . 
fuppli~d the {hips. In return fOl' the civility of 
thefe .Fathers, I fent flS a prefent to the church 
at T'lcames four large images, one of whicb was 
the Virgin Mary with our Lord and$aviour in 
het: a:-ms; and T believe Captain Rogers and 
Captdin Courtney a1fo gave fomething to a,dom 
their church. On Vvednefd_ay the 3-dt of Augu(t 
we fec fail, the wind being at S, \V. 

Th urfday, Sept I. - Sa wabllndance of water.., 
fnake::, one of which was coming up- the fide of 
our fbip; and our men beat it off. The Spa ... 
niards fay, there is no cure for fuch a~are bill 
by them; and Qn~ of our blacks happened to 
fall under thatmisfonune, and died, notwith .. 
f1:andinlS-the utmofl: care was taken by our fur.., 
geons to recover him, 

Oh, Wednefday, Sept. 7. Made.ooe. of the 
Gallapagoe ifiands, On the 10th, frood clofe in. 
for the head-land, fending our boat on fhore for 
water and turtle At nigbt our boat came aboard~ 
bringing 13 turtie, fome weighing 200 weight;; 
the other boats gOl; near 50 each; and the 
Dutchefs's feveral land-turtle, bur no water. 
Our men faw feveral j aI'S, and tome of the wreck, 
and rlldder of a veffel, and ihould ha,ve gueffed, 
it to be the prjze, Captain Hatley,. Ipft when 
here before, but the rudder was too fmall for her •. 

Wtdnefday 14. The Dutchefs, Marq,uis,_and_ 
fp1aU pri+e, weighed, ran out, ~ndla¥-b¥, for tp~ 

. Dul<,e~ 
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Duke, which could not get out for want of wind. 
On the J 5th, fet fail in the morning; and, con­
fideriog the fun was direCtly over our heads, the 
weather was cpld) occafioned, as I believe, by the 
foutherly winds, which are coldeit in thofe parts. 

Thurfday, Sept. 22. -The Marquis kept the 
pump continually going, having lprung two 
leaks~ not being well caulked at Gargona; there­
fore weared her on the other tack, and ftopt one 
leak. but could not find the other. being about 
the item. Weared again, and froad to the weft-
ward. 

Friday 22. At a confultation on board the 
Duke, it was agreed to fteer to the iflands Ma­
rias,for a convenient place to refit, wood, and wa': 
ter; then to cruife in queft of the Manilla ihip, 
which was large, and of great value, being re~ 
ported by the Span.iardS to be worth 2,OOO~ooo 
:l.l:erling. 

On the 3q of OCtober. Cape Corientes ap­
peared 9 bearing N. E. EO leagues; and on the 
4th in the morning we made the il1ands caUed 
Tres Marias, at the diftance of ahout 161eaglles; 
but could not fetch them till the 6th, when we 
got under the lee of one of them. I layoff with 
the fhip, and [entthe boat afhore for water and 
turtle; but neither the one nor the other was to 
be got, becau[e of the furff. 

Before our coming to this place, we difcover­
ed the white rock, formerly mentioned by Dam~ 
pier, and took it for a fhip; on the fight of which 
the Dutchefs let go the bark fue had in tow, tel-
,. ling 
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ling her to make the beftof her way to the middle 
ifiand; under the lee of which both the Duke 
and Durchefs came to an anchor on the 7 th and 
.8th; and I might have been there as foon, had 
1 not feen the bark fix or feven leagues to lee­
ward. It was fortunate that I came in time to 
relieve her, otherwj[e {he mu,ft h\il.ve perifi1ed. 
bavincr neither wood nor water on board, and o 
not being able to make up again!l: the wind and 
current to reach the land. I bore down to her, 
fupplied her wants, and took her in tow till the 
20th in the morning, when the middle ifiand 
bearing north, diftant about feven leagues, we 
faw a fail coming from the Wand before the wihd~ 
which proved the Dutchefs. who came in fearch­
of us, and was glad to find us fafe; brought us 
fome water and turtle, and told us there was 
game enough in the ifiand, if we could bear up 
to it. Captain Courtney took us in tow, to help 
us in the fooner, having cleaned his {hip's bot­
tom before he fet fail to come to our affiftance. 
, On the I nh, I came to an anchor, after much' 

trouble and fatigue in plying fo long againft the 
wind and current. Seven of Captain Rogers's; 
beil: blacks this day left him, and ran away. We 
continued in this bay till 

Monday the 24th, when a general council was 
held, at which it was refolved to cruife off Cape 
St. Lucas for the Manilla {hip, all our {hips ee ... 
ing now very well fitted, wooded, watered, and. 
provided with turtle. Several warm debates hap .. 
_pened in council among our chief officers; and, 

~aptaill. 
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Captain Dover quitted the Duke, and went on 
board the Dutchefs, by his own free choice. I 
endeavoured to accommodate thefe differences, 
but to no purpofe, which gave feveral of us great 
concern. 

The iflands of Tres Marias, where we anchor­
ed, abound with animals of various kinds, and 
the ihores with fiih; among thefe the fea and 
land turtle may be accounted of moft ufe to na· 
vigators. Of the fea-turtle there are various 
forcs; as the green, which are the fweeteft and 
beft; the hawk's-bill, which are very good i 
and the logger-head, which the failors never re­
{ufe when the others are not to be caught. The 
method of taking, them is by turning them, and 
when they are on their backs, they appear as in 
the Plate, fig. I: 

The land-turtle lives cOllftantly aihore, feeds 
upon grafs, moves very {low, and, when an enemy 
approaches, covers itfelf under its {hell, fquatting 
clofe to the ground, from which it is not eafily 
difcernible, appearing like a bare patch without 
verdure. The ihells of there animals are fo hard~ 
that a man may tread upon them without hurting 
them. Their flefh is very good and nourifhing. 
They will live five or fix weeks without food, and 
appear to be never theworfe. They lay round eggs, 
about the fize of a hen's, and are very good to eat. 
Some of the fea-turtle taken in the bay where we 
anchored had 200 eggs in them. Our men liv­
ed almoft wholly upon turtle, and their eggs~ 
from the time they went firft to the Gallapagoes 
. tiU 
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till their departure for the Eaft Indies, [avin,go 
their fhip-provifions till their run acrofs the 
South Seas. For the land-turtle, fee fig. 2. 

At thefe iJ1aods our men caught plenty of the 
:fi(b called old wives. They have very fmall 
mouths, large eyes, a high fin on the back, and 
fuaped as you fee fig. 3. The colour of the: 

. body is a deep blue; the fins of a lighter colour, 
tipped with yellow. Others are of an afh colour 
on the back, and white under the belly. 
, The rock-fifh we caught in the ifiand of Tres 

Marias were large, hau great mottled fins, yellow 
backs, red bellies, and red and black tails. See 
fig. 4. 

Another filh our men caught was the cavall 0, 

in fhape not much unlike the dolphin, with a 
large bright eye, black back, white belly, a long 
ftreak from his gills to the middle of his tail, 
and is about the fize of a mackare!. See fig. 5. 

A fmall 6th we found there, about fix inches 
long, was very delicious; the back of an indigo 
blue, a deep yellow frreak running from the gills 
to the tail, the beJly whi[e, and the tail forked. 
It ieems peculiar to thefe iflands, and wants a 
name. See fig. 6. 

Of [he anin;als, the racoon was the moil: plen­
tiful. It has a large black eye, whiikets and nofe 
like a pig, tail and feet like a rat, a browmlh fur 
on his back, and a white belly. See fig, 7-

Of the venomo.tls creawres, the lcorpion is 
tl:e moLt noxious; its tail is joinced with a fmall 
fling at the tip; it has two claws like thole of 

the 
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the lobfrer; and cits head and feet have a near re~ 

femblance to thofe of the fame filb. See fig. 8. 
Among the finging-birds found in thof~ 

Wands, the cardinal bird w~s fcen in greateft 
abund;mce, It is a very beautiful bird, with 
[cadet feachers; and on its head the male has a 
mft of the fame colour. The}' are of the fame 
kind with thoft: \ve call the Virginia Nightingale; 
but the SDaniatds call them cardinal birJs~ from 

L 

!their [cadet feathers. See fig. 9. 
Among the vegetables we found the MagQ 

ney-plant, or filk-grafs, of which the Indians 
make ropes, fails, racks, and ail their curious 
netting. It aIfo' yields a liquor of which the? 
nuke vJine~ honey, and a good balfam. The 
Equor as it co'mes from the plant is as Nieer as 
fugat; after ftandi:ng it becomes a wine, ami 
will intoxicate powerfully. It has thick juicy 
kaves, not unlike thofe of the houfeleek, but 
grows up to a confiderable height in the form: 
lfeprelerrted by fig. IO. And, when it has [toad 
about fix years; the Indians cut out the middle 
leaves, leaving the heart of the plant hollow; 
which of itfelf fills with the juice, and is every 
morning during the feafod taken out and prefero 

ved. Of this juice the Spaniards make fpirits ;' 
and it is fo univerfally ufed in one !hape or other 
by the Spaniards and Indians in New Spain?' 
that the duty arifing from it in one year is [aid 
to have amoLl'nted to 110,000 pieces of eight at; 

~he port of Angels alone. 
Y OJ;" n. H J'h;;l 
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, The prickly tree found on thofe iflands is efteem­
ed a great curioGty. The trunk of it is angular, 
and covered with prickles; is of a pale green,and 

yields a gum which the druggifts call euphor~ 
bium, which is faid to be powerful in removing 

pains in the head. It grows about 12 feet high, 
in the form reprefented in the plate, fig. 11. 

Thefe were the principal peculiarities ob[erv~ 
3ble in the animal and vegetable tribes at the 

iflands of Tres Marias. 
On Tuef,:lay, Oct 2, at two in the afternoon, 

we weighed, and fet fail for Cape St. Lucas, 
:where Vife [pread ourfelves for fear the Manilla 
{hip fhould pafs by unfeen. The Duke cruifed 
about two leagues to the fouthward of the 
Dutchefs, the Dutchefs in the middle, and the 
IvIarquis two leagues to the northward of her. 
Place of rendezvous fix or [even leagues in fight 
of Cape St. Lucas. 

Nov. 1. The Marquis fprang two great leaks, 
and broke the collar of the fore-fray, which 
obliged me to wear the ihip to fix the ftay, and 
{hen hauled up afrer the other !hips, and ftop­
ped the leaks. 

Tuefday 2. All the officers and men on 
?oard [he Marquis figned an inftrument, oblig­
Ing themfelves to ftand by the articles agreed to 
by the companies of the other frlips. 

Nov. 4. I ipoke with Captain Courtney, ~nd 
changed itations with him, he having better 
b();ltS ~ban mine to fend aihore for water and 

turtle; 
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turtle; or, in c~fe of feeing the Manilla fi1ip, to 
prevent her fending the paffc:ngers a(bore with 
their wealth. The 10th, the Duke and Dutchef:; 
having fpoken with each other, changed ftations, 
the Duke going in for the fhore, and the Dl1tch~ 
efs off to the outward fiation. 

Nov. 22. Captain Rogers informed me, that 
the bark and his boat had been in with the fuore. 
and had fpoken with the n:ltives, who feemed 
very civil, and had pearl and fame grain to dif­
pofe of; and that there was wooel and water 
enough. N orhing materid happened till 

Dec. 13, when we had a confultation on 
board the Dutchefs, to enquire into the fiock of 
provillons on board the fhips, and found by the 
accounts given in, that only three months meat 
at filort allowance, and two months bread, re­
mained unexpended; and, as there was no ap~ 
pearance of the Manilla filip, though the ufual 
time of her coming was elapfed, it was agreed to 
make all pomble difpatch in fitting up the !hips, 
in order to make the beft of our way acrofs the 
Pacific Ocean, that we might take the advantage 

-of the trade-winds to carry us to Guam on our 
return home. In purfuance of this refolution, I 
was ordered into harbour. as the MarCJ,\lis wan~­
ed more confiderable repairs than either of the 
other two, and the Duke and Dutchefs prOoi­
pofed to cruife a few days longer, while I wa$ 
.getting forward to be in reaqinefs to accomp~ny 
tPcm to Europe. 

On the 14th, I bore away for Puerto Segura, 
- . H ~ ;3,ng 
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and on the 15th entered the harbour qt mi4-
pight. 

On the 16th proceedt'd to bufinef$, my lirft 
prders being to return again to crui[e as loon as 
pomble; but thefe (,xders were afterwards 4:;Ounw 

termandecJ~ it being abfolutely neceffary that all 
the {hips 1110uld rendezvous together before their 
final departure from the American 4:;oaft. 

This place is inhabited by about 200 Indians, 
living in huts made of boughs of trees and reeds, 
built like a bower, with a fire in the middle, 
round ¥,rhich they lie and Oeep.' They all go 
naked, only the women have fiwn petticoats 
~l1ade of filk grafs, or elfe of pelicans or deers 
Ikins. The men are .fl:raigh~, and well limbed ;. 
live by fiiliing and hunting, and value knives, fcif~ 
fars, nJils, or iron, beyond gold and filver. They 
have 1.)og black hair, and ar.e of a dark brown 
complexion. The women are very ordinary? and 
~mploy themfelves in gathering qnd gri l1ding 
~orn, and in making fiibing-lines. They are 
very honefl: and very civil. They a.ffifted in fit­
ting up the ihips, and took nothing away but 
what was given them. Our people at their firft 
coming got fome pearls among them, but I ne~ 
ver could iee al1Y afterwards .. I made figns for 
them to bring gold; but they pointed up to the 
tl-lowHains, They u[e bows and arrows, and 
even the boys are fo dexterous as to kill birds 
flying with them. ' 

. Dec., 22. Being bufy aboj.lt our repqirs, at 10 

',Ip the morning heard fome guns firing in the 
, offing: 
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offing: I bent my fails to haften to the affiftance 
of my con forts, but the fea breeze coming OrA 

rendered it impofIl.ble; whereupon I afcendecl 
an adjacent hill, and faw our Ihips engage and 
take the Manilla fhip, which we had been fq 
long expecting, 

The account Captain Rogers gives of the en· 
gagement is as follows: "At day-break, fayshet 

we faw the chace upon our weather-bow about 
;:L league from us, the Dutchefs a-head of her to 

leeward, near about half as far. Towards fix 
in the morning our boat came on board, having 
kept very near the chace all night, and received 
no damage; but told us the Dutchefs paired by 
her in the night, <l.nd Ibe fired two ihot at him; 
but they returned none. We had no wind, but 
got out eight of our !hip's oars, and rowed about 
an hour, when there fprung up a fmall breeze. 
I ordered a large kettle of chocolate to be made 
for our ihip's comp",ny, having no fpirituous li­
quors to give them. Then we went tp prayers; 
and before we had concluded, were difturbed by 
the enemy's firing at us. They had barrels 
llanging at each yard-arm that looked like pow­
der- barrels; to deter us from boarding them. 
About eight o'clock we began to engage her 
by ourfelves, for the Dutchefs being to leeward~ 
and having little wind, did not come up. The 
enemy fired her ftern chace upon llS firft, which 
we returned with our fore-chace feveral times,till 
we came nearer, and went clofe on board each 
pther. We gave her fever'll broadli.d~sJ plying 

. oyr 
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our [mall arms very briDdy, which they return': 

ed as thick for a while, bUt did not ply their 
'great guns with the fame alacrity. lifter fame 

time, we fnot a little ahead of them, lying 
thwart her hawfe, clQfe aboard;. and plied her 
fo warmly, that ihe foon ftrtlck her colours two­
thirds down. By this time the Dutchei"s came 
up, and fired about five guns, with a volley of 
fmall iliot; but the enemy, having fubmitted, 
IDflde no return., We fent our pinnace on board, 

and brought the Captain with the officers away, 

and, having examined them, found there came 
another ihip out from Manilla with them of 
larger burden, having at,~11t 40 braes guns 

mounted, and as many patararoes; but they told 
us they loft her company about three months 
ago, and reckoned (he was got to Acapulco. be­
fore this time, fhe failing better than this fhip •. 

This prize was called by the fwelling name of 
NoUra Signiora de la Incarnacion Detengenia, 
Sir John Pichberty Commander. She had 20 

guns, 20 patararoes, and 193 men on board, 
whereof nine were killed, ten wounded, and fe~ 
veral blown up with powder. We engaged 
them about three g1affes, in which time we had 
only rnyfelf and another man wounded. I was 
fuot through the left cheek; the bullet ftruck 
away part: of my upper jaw, and feveral of my 
teeth, part of which dropt down upon the deck 

where I fell; and the other, an lriih landman, 

was nightly wounded in the hip. They did U:l 

no 
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no great damage in our rigging, but their ilioc 
difabled our mizzen~mafr. 1 was forced to write 
what I had to fay to prevent the lofs of blood. 
and becaufe of the pain I fllffered by fpeaking.~ 

On the 23d of December, after putting our 
fhips to rights, we flood in for the harbour,which 
was diflant about feven leagues to the N. E. Our 
furgeons went on board the prize to dre1s their 
wounded men. About four in the afternoon we 
came to an anchor, and received the compli­
ments of all on board the Marquis on our fud­
den and unexpected fuccefs, which gave us no 
fmall fatisfaction. We found that {hip in good 
condition, ready to fail, and all the men on board 
her very briik, and eager for action. 

At eight in the evening, we held a confulta': 
tion on the two great points.; firft, what ibould 
be done with the prifoners and hoftages; and 
next, how we fhould aCl: with regard to the other 
Manilla filip, which we thought at leaft there 
was a great probability of taking. 

vVith refpeet to the firft, we propofed, as the 
hoftages from Guayaquil were men of honour~ 
2nd as we had good reafon to believe that the 
Chevalier Pichberty, being brother to the famous 
M. du Cafs, was the fame, to make the beft term~ 
we could with them, and fet them at lil;>erty~ 
Accordingly, we put a part of the goods on 
board the bark into the prize, and then offered 
the remainder with the bark. tozether with what 
remained unpaid of the ranfom ....... for 6000 pieces 
of eight, and to takt: the Chevalier's bills pay~ 

able 
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able at London for the money. Thi!l they at.; 
ceptd; and gave us an ackno';11edgment at the 
fame time, that they thought it a good bargain. 
Vlhen this was feeded; we had nothing more td 
do than to provide for our own fecurity, and to 
look after the other galleon. 

I was very defirous of going out with the 
Dutchels to cruife for her; but there having been 
forne refleCtions caft, on account of the Dutch~ 
efs's not engaging our 1aft prize fo foon as it was 
thought lie might have done, Captain Courtney 
was abfolute1y bent on going out with the Mar­
q\'lis; and the officers of both !hips voting for 
this in council, my propofal was bve:'-ruled, and 
we were forced co ftay in the harbour againfr oUf 
will. It was, however, agreed, that we fhou!d 
put 10 of our beft hands on board the Dutchefs;. 
and on ChriLtmas-eve ihe and the Marquis fail'd." 
c.._ \¥ e now return to Captain Cooke in the 
Marquis. 

Sunday 25, At eight in the morning, being 
two leagues oJfCape St. Lucas, we faw a fail dif­
Zant about feven leagues, which we concluded to' 
be the !hip we "'/ere in purfuit of. The Dutch­
ers was two leagues to the weftward, and we both 
gave chace. A t noon the enemy bore fouth~ 
di [lant about five leagl1e~. At r 2 a.t night, the' 
Dmchefs got along~fide, and began to engage 
her. Captain Courtney fought her bravely 
about four gJaffes, and then lay by to fecure his' 
marts, and knot his riC'"uio cr, which were mucI! co 0 

wOl:mded &l.ud fha,tter~d. Our fhip not being fo 

good 
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good a failor as the Dutchefs, could not come 
up. 

Monday 26. As foon as it was day, we faw 
the Spaniard's fbg, and knew him to be the Ad­
miral of the Manilla. At eight we perceived the 
Duke coming out to us. At twO in the after­
noon we got alongfide the enemy; but the wind. 
fuifting, could fetch no nearer thaq about half 
mu!k.et-!hot to leeward of her. She then fired 
two iliot' at us, aild we returned a broad fide and 
vollies bf fmall arms, beginning the combat 
with three cheers. When we had fought two 
gianes, the DLltchefs came up under her frero, 
and raked her fore and aft, and then fell aftern 
again, we frill continuing hot at her for five 
glaffes: then weared, and frood to the weft. 
ward, to fetch nearer up to her; for firing fo 
many guns had laid us to leeward. The Dutch­
efs went up. and engaged again very brifkly 
for half':m hour, and then ftretched a-head of 
her. We could perceive many iliot in her be4 -

twe~n wind and water. At five we tacked, and 
raketl'her fore and aft with our ftarboard broad= 
fide, . then weared under her fiern, and did the 
fame with our larboard broadfide; and firing 
feveral vollies while we loaded our larboard guns 
again, gave her the other broadfide. By this 
time it grew dark, and we feU a·fl:ern, to fpeak 
with the Dutchefs, and to get more ammunition, 
having but three tounds of !hot for mofi of out 
guns left. Ateight I went on board the Dutch­
efs. and found her much difabled in her mafts 

VOL. n. I :.tnd 
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an~ rigging, and had feven men killed and 
wounded. Capt, Courtney and I agreed CO .~ 
yard-arm and y::ml.arm with the enemy in the 
morning:, he to lie on the bow, and I on the 
quaner<~ and if he boarded, 1 was to clap him 
aboard, and enter my men over him. Being 
fqpplied with more ammunition, I returned on 
bO,ard the Marquis, both of llS keeping clofe 
under the chace's quarter, and firing guns aU 
night, to annoy the enemy, and to give the 
Duke no~ice where We were. Before day the 
puke joineq us. The chace, miftaking him 
for h,er confo~t, h,ad made fignals all night, and 
had edged aWay to meet hill), otherwife the 
Duke could not have come up" there being but 
very little wind" and that contrary. 

Then we all three agreed to fall upon the ene· 
my at once, as f09n <IS it W;:l,S light; but while we 
l,ay a.thwart her hawfe, thofe guns that miffed 
the enemy ftew through the Duke's mafts and 
rigging, which obliged him to change his ftation~· 
and to draw up along-fide clofe aboard her, 
where he kep~ up a cooUant fire of round iliot, 
all other iliot proving ineffeCtual, becaufe of the 
ftrengtlj1, of the {hip's fides, which no other thot 
would penetrate; and as none of the Spaniards 
appeared in fight, but all kept to clofe quarters, 
it was in vain to make llfe of fmall arms, except 
now a.nd then, w hen a man appeared to. ob(erve 
our fituation, and to keep an eye upon their en­
fign. In this manner;, t4e Dutchefs lying upon 
htr ha\-xlC, th~D~ke ~o,I;Ig her bro~diide, and 

the 
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the Marquis athwart her {tern, we kept pelting 
her for four glaffl;:s; and, in the mean time, the 
Duke received a fhot in his main-maft, which 
much difabled it; and, in tbifting, both he and 
the Dutchefs came back dote under the enemy, 
and had like to have been all aboard her. The 
Duke, ill endeavouring to recover his ftation, 
received a fire· ball, which lighting upon hIs 
quarter deck, blew up a cheft of arms and car", 
touch· boxes, all loaded, and feveral cartridges 
of powder in thdl:eerage, by which means Mr. 
Van brugh, our agent, and two others, were very 
much burnt; the Dutchefs going to lafh to the 
enemy, was forced to caft off, and get clear, for 
fear of being fet on fire. The enemy fired at us 
all three at once, but !lowly, feldolTI miffing our 
mafts and rigging, and fometimes hulling us. 
After lying near half an hour along the chaces 
fide, the Dmche[s lay by to ftop her leaks, and 
fecure her fore-mafr, being very much difabled, 
'having 25 men killed ~nd wOl)nded, and the fails 
and rigging much 1hattered. Captain Rogers 
fome time after lay by to fecl)re his maft. Then 
I lay athwart the enemy's hawfe till I had fired 
three bro<ldfides, fome odd guns, and feveral 
vollies; then gave another broadl!de and fome 
vollies into her ftern. The Duke came up again, 
l\.nd fired [ev~ralguns, and both fell a-item the 
chace, keeping under fail, and ftanding to the 
weftward, We knotted fome of our. rigging,. 
and ftopt our leaks made with twelve pou'nders. 
Our ma~n-m<lft Was di[abled aIfo, the fails and 

1 ~_ riSging 
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rigging much fuattered; but the enemy, aiming 
to difable my mafts, 1 had the good fortune to 
l1ave only my fecond mate} and fome. others, 
blown up with powder. Tbe ibip was once ret 
on fire by the enemy's ftink-pots. but we foon 
put it our. About eleven I wore the {hip, and 
defigned to have attacked the enemy again; 
but, feeing the Duke and Dmchefs lying by, 
the one with a waift in his enfign, and the other 
with a Spaniili jack, the fignals to fpeak with 
one another, I brought to. Captain Courtney 
came on board of me, and we both went on 
board the Duke; where we confidered the 
condition the three ibips were in, their mallS 
and rigging being much damaged in a place 
where we could get no recruit; that if we en.,. 
gaged her again we could propok to do no 
more than what we had already done, which 
was evident di:l her no great hurt, becaufe we 
could perceive few of our fhot entered her fides 
to, any purpofe, and our fmall arms availed lefs,: 
there being not a man to be feen above board; 
that the leaft thing in the world would. bring 
the Duke's main-maft, and likewife the Dutch. 
ef:.'s foremafr, by the board, either of which 
by its fall might carry away another maft, and 
lay us. a perfect b\ltt for tbe enemy, having 
nothing to comm;;md our !hips with; fo that by 
his heavy guns he might either fink or take us ; 
that, if we went to board him, we ilionld run a, 
great hazard in lofing a great many men with 
little hope of fuccefs, they having above treble 
the number on board to oppofeus, and there 

being 
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being now, in aU our three lhips, not above 
120 men fit for boarding, and thofe but weak, 
having been very iliort of provifions; fo that, 
if we had boarded her, and been forced off. or 
left any of om men behind, the enemy by that 
means would have known OLlr ftrength, and 
then gone into the harbour, and took poffemon 
of the prize in [pite of all we could do to pre­
vent it. Eeudes our ammunition was very fhoft, 
having only enough to engage a few glaffes 
longer. All this being ferioufly confidered, and 
knowing the difficulty we frJOuld have to get 
mafts, and the time and proviiions we' ml.1ft 
fpend before we could get them fitted, we re­
folved to forbear attempting her farther, fince 
our battering her fignified little, and we had not 
ftrength enough to board her; therefore, we a­
greed to keep her company till night, and then 
to lofe her, and make the bere of our way into 
the harbour to fecure the prize we had already 
taken. We engaged firft and laft about [even 
hours, during all whiCh time they had on board 
the Duke but eleven men wounded, among 
whom was the Captain for theJecond time, who 
had part of his hee1 .. bone ftruck out with a 
(plinter, and all under his anele cut above half 
through with the fame; on board the Dmchefs, 
they had eleven killed, and more than that 
number wounded; and on board I.1S only two 
men fcarched with gun-powder. The enemy's 
was a brave, lofey, new ihip, named the Vir­
ginia, and this the firft voyage ihe had made. 
lier burden was 900 tons~ and her complement 

, " of 
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of men 450, be fides paffengers, . 150 of whom 
were European pirates, who, havIng now got all 
their wealth on board, were refolved to defend 
it to the laft. The gunner, who had a port at 
Manilla, was an expert man, and had provided 
for her defence with great £kill. Be had filled 
IIp all the fpace between the guns with bales to 
fecure the men. We {hattered her fails and rig­
ging very much, {hot away her mizzen-yard, 
and killed two of her men out of her tops, 
which was all the damage we could fee done~ 
though we could not place leis than 500 !hot in 
her hull. Thus ended our a,ttempt. 

Thefe large £hips are built it Manilla, of ex": 
cellent timber that will not [pEnter; and their 
fides are thicker and fhonger than thole of fhips 
of the fame burden confrruCted in Europe. Had 
we been together at firft, and boarded her, we 
might, perhaps, have taken her; but, after her 
netting and clofe quarters were fixed, £he valued 
us but little. We might, indeed, have burnt her, 
at ~he expence of one of our £hips; but that was 
O?leCted to, not only from a principle of huma~ 
mey, but becaufe we had <Y6ods of oreat value b tv . 
on board all oudhips. 

The enemy had heard at Manilla, that there' 
were two fhips fitted out at Briftol to cfuife in 
the South Seas~ and that Captain Dampier was 
to be their pilot; they had, therefore, provided 
for their own defence accordingly. However, to 
do them jufrice, they fought gallantly; and, haq 
the two ihips been together, it is more than pro­
bable, that neither of them had been taken; 

bU,t3, 
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but as it happened, had not our unreafonable 
fquabbles prevented our failing out cogether, 
the chance would have rather been in our fa­
vour: yet this mifcarriage, inll:ead of ·leading 
to a reconciliation, ferved only as a foundation 
for new difputes. 

On tbe Iil: of Jan. 1710, we returned again 
into port, and determined to haften home with 
all pomble diipatch. The firit thing of corife­
quence was to difcharge our prifoners, and t() 

provid.e for their voyage to Acapulco; and thi$ 
being difpatched, we applied to the fetding of 
our own affairs. We fpent our time till the 7th 
in repairing the damage our fhips had received 
from the enemy, in taking in wood and water 
for our voyage to the Eafr Indies, and in taking 
an aCCa.unt of the goods and frores on board the 
prize: and it was no [mall fatisfaCtion to' find 
as mtlch brea.d on board the prize as with our 
own frock would {erve us, at iliort allowance, 
during our long run to Guam. 

About this time a warm conteO: arore about 
appoiQting a Commander of the Manilla iliip, 
which was looked upon as a trull: of no [man 
confequence. Captain Dover, being an owner, 
ddired he might command in chief on board 
her. Captain Rogers and [everal officers of the 
council. cQI),tended, that, as Captain Dover wa$ 
wholly unacquainted with the navigating part of 
the bufinefs, the command ihould be given to 

Captain E,ry, or myfelf; but, as 1 had already 
~he ,ommanq of the Marquis, 1 declined any 

farther 
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farther charge, and voted for Captain Dover; at 
the fame time recommending Captain Fry and 
Captain Stretton to. aCt under him; againft 
which Captain Rogers and his officers entered 
their proteft. However, on the 9th of January, 
at a full council, it was carried againlt them, 
and voted by a great majority, that the Captains 
Fry and ~,tretton (bould both act in equal poft 
in the fole navigating the Batchelor Frigate (for 
that was the name now given to the Manilla 
prize), and in fighting her, jf occafion !hould 
require, under Captain Dover, who at the fame 
time was reftrained from interrupting them in 
their bufillels~ but charged to be careful of what 
was in the {hip, and to fee that nothing was 
acted 011 board contrary to the intereft of the 
owners and captors. The matter being thus 
qualified, the nominal command given to Cap­
tain Dover, and the executive power vefted in the 
naval officers, Captain Rogers withdrew his pro· 
tefl:, and the council proceeded to the choice of 
the inferior officers, appointing: Alexander Sel­
kirk maner, and Jofeph Smith, chief mate: 
they alfo agreed to furnifu her complement of 
men, by feleCting 30 from the Duke~ 25 from 
the Dutchefs, and 13 from the Marquis, which, 
with 36 Lafcars taken on board her, formed a 
tolerable crew of more than 100 mariners. This 
bufineis being thus fully fettled, and the ifiand 
of Guam pitched upon as the place of rendez G 

vous in cafe of reparation, on the loth of J anu­
ary we wei£hed anchor, and ran out at midnight~ 

A~ 
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At 12 the next day Cape St. Lucas bore north~ 
difrant about five leagues. VVe fleereci away for 
fome days S. W. by S. till we got into the trade. 
winds, and then our courfe was uniform. 

All the natives of California that we faw dur. 
ing our fray at Puerto Seguro did not amount to 
300. They had large limbs, were very ihaight 
and tall, and of a much darker complexion than 
any other people that we had ti1d with in the 
South Seas. Their hair was long, lank, and 
black;; and hung down upon their hips. The 
men were all flark naked; bur the women had 
a covering about their waifts made of the Glk. 
grafs already mentioned~ fringed and knotted. 
All of them that we faw were old, and miferably 
wrinkled; perhaps they c:'ncea1ed from us their 
maidens, for reafons that need not be explained. 
The language of the natives was guttural, very 
har!h, and unpleafant. They feemed to covet 
nothing that we had, except axes, faws, and 
knives; and even thefe they did not attempt to 
fiea!' Their huts were low, and wholly made 
up of branches of trees; and feemed rather a 
kind of temporary coverings than fettled dwel­
lings. While we lay in pott they fLlbfHted 
chiefly on frfh; and though they neither made 
ufe of nets or lines, yet they had ;> method of 
{hiking them with lances that was very dexte~ 
TaUS, and at which they were very expert. They 
were belides molt excellent divers, and inftead 
of canoes made uIe of rafts. They were very 
civil and inoffenfive; and were obferved to pay 
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great refpett to one among them, whofe head 
was adorned with feathers very artificially com~ 
bined, and who probably was their wizard, or 
cunninO'- man. Some of them had firings of 

b 

pearls, and party-coloured {hells fo prettily in-
termixed, that, though we had glafs-beads, and 
other fhowy trinkets, yet they paid no fort of 
attention to any of them; but prized their own 
ornaments above every thing but cutting inftru .. 
ments. Their arms are bows and arrows, in the 
uie of which their boys were [0 expert-las to 
fuoot birds flying by way of amufement •... They 
grew very familiar with us while we ihid, and 
came frequently to gaze at the men as they cut 
wood and filled water, but never offered to affift 
in any thing like labOl:r. They get fire like other 
Indians, by rubbing two fticks together, which 
kindle almoft inftantaneoufiy. 

From this harbour we departed but very l1en­
derly provided, having but little live-frock, and 
hardly any liquors but what were found in the 
prize. As foon as we were out of fight of land, 
we were all put to fhort allowance, officers and 
men: to the latter fom-aod-twenty ounces of 
flom, four pounds of meat, and two gallons of 
water, to a mefs of five men in 24 hours. But 
in a few days, the Batchelor made a fi£nal to 
give llS fome bread, they havino- found ua larue 

. b b 
quantIty concealed, with fome fweet-meats. We 
had 50 0 v{eight for our i'nare, the Duke 1QOO 

'weight~ and the Dutchefs asrnuch; in return 
for '<vbich we rent back to the prize fome calks 

o( 
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~'f flour, and a barrel of Engliili beef; and the 
like prefent was returned from the other fuips. 
From this time till the loth of March nothing 
remarkable happened. 

On that day we made the ifiand Saraua, one 
of the Ladrones, and the fame evening came in 
fight of Guam, diftant about three leagues. 
Next day we came to anchor in the port of 
Umatta, at about a mile diftance from the 
houfes, in lat. 13 deg. 30 min. N. by eftima­
tion; long. from Cape St. Lucas, 100 deg. 19 

min. W. We went in with French and Spanith 
colours, that they might not fufpeEt us to be 
enemies. Several of their boats came about our 
fnips; but none would venture on board, till 
being off the anchoring-place, one was fem by 
the Spani{h Governor. defiring to know who 
we were, and what we wanted. We prefently 
difpatched our interpreter with a letter, purporta 

iog, that we were fubjeEts of Great Britain, and 
driven by neceffity to ftop at thofe iG"ods to 
purchafe provifions and other neceffaries; that, 
if our wants were fuppiied with civility, we (hollld 
pay generouOy ; but, on the contrary, if our re­
queft was denied, we fhould proceed to act ac­
cording to the laws of war. To this letter we 
received a very obliging anfwer from the Spa. 
nifh Governor. Don Juan Antonio PirpeQtaJ, 
and were furnifhed with hogs, oxen, rice, maize, 
poultry., and other neceff'aries in a more plentiful 
manner, and at a cheaper rate, than we could ex­
pect. We continued at Guam till the 2 I ft of 
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March, during which time reciprocal civilities 
daily paffed between the officers on board and 
the gentlemen of the iOand ; and we parted per .. 
feeH! i'atisned with each otber's behaviour. We 
found the variation in thefe parts only half a 
point to tbe eaftward, though in our run acrols 
the GreJt South Sea, we had it 12 degrees: the 
reafon 1 take to be, the unevennefs of the globe, 
and its unequal mixture of much matter differ­
i~lg in itfelf as to the rnagnetical quality; as hav .. 
ung large and {toney mOtlnrains, fpacious val1ies~ 
deepfeas" long continued continents, with migh­
ty fcattered rocks d load fione, iron mines, a,nd 
other magnetlcal fubftances. 

The natives of Guam are of a dark com­
plexion, but not fo black as the Indians of Cali­
fornia. They are in general the largef\: and beft 
lImbed men I ever faw, and fome of them hairYj 
and very ftrong. The women are fhaight and 
tall, and in the neighbourhood of the Spaniards 
go decently cloathed; but in the remote pans 
of tbe il1al1d they go quite naked. They are faid 
to be man-eaters, and to have no fettled way of 
woribip, but everyone pays a kind of adoration 
to they know not what. The iOand is plentifully 
fupplied with cattle, and might be made the gar~ 
den of the world, if the Spaniards were not as 
idle as the Indians; but as nature fpontaneouOy 
produces fufficient for fufrenance, they avai~ 
themfelves but little of cultivation. Of all 
the works of art for which the Indians are re­
markable, the paroas, or bOll,ts, of this Uland 

9,re 
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are certainly the moft wonderful, as they ex:­
ceed in [wife failing every other veffel yet feen 
throughom the world. We were afTured upon 
;he belt authority, that they will fail zo leagues. 
an hour; and the Captain of the Spanifh guard. 
faid, he would lofe his head if they did not per-, 
form it. 

On Tuefday, March 21, 1710, we were un~ 
der fail, and fteered away W. by S. with mode­
rate gales from the N. N. E. which continued 
fo for [orne weeks; but about the middle ot 
April the blowing weather came on, and comi .. 
nued till the 27th of that month, during which 
time moft of our main.ihrouds, feveral of OUi" 

itays, moft of our running-ropes) and the miz .. 
~en'gears, gave way, fo that the yard came by 
the board, and by its fall wounded the firft 
Lieutenant, fo that we feared he never would 
have recovered. Moft of our fails too were 
fpEt; but, being fupplied with new fhrouds by 
Captain Rogers, ane with other ropes by Cap9 
tain Courtney, I bent new fails; but found the 
ihip very leaky. The Duke and Dutchefs too 
fuffered much by the tempeftuous weath-er, and 
the Batchelor {plit her fails; but being other~ 
wife !toutly built and rigged, nothing but run~ 
ninO' aaainft a rock could hurt her. I had no 
.' b b 
conception of meeting with fuch boiiterous wea-
~her fo near the Line, which proved as bad as 
~hat we encountered in furrounding Cape Horn, 
with this difference only, that the one was in~ 
¢~l1[ely <:old, a.nd the o~her intolerably hot. A:nd 

bemg; 
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being now croffed by variable winds, fometimei· 
lying by, fometimes fcuddi~g before the wind:J 
and unable to purfue our direCt courfe, our pro~ 
vifions began to fail, and on board of us rats 
rofe to a very high price. The fhips were be-­
ides leaky, and our men began to ficken with 
exceffive labour and hard living. A general 
council vIas therefore called to confider what 
was beft to be done in our prefent condition, 
when it was agreed to make the ifland of Talao» 
that of Temate, or, if neither of them could 
be reached, then to put into fome pan of Min~ 
danao. 

On Tuefday, May the 2d, we obferved a ring 
about the fun, and were apprehenfive of more 
bad weather. In the n~ght we paifed by Talao 
without feeing it; and Captain Dampier, who 
had been twice in thefe feas before, gave out~ 
that, if we could not reach Ternate, it would be 
impoffible for us to get refrefhment on the roaIT: 
of New Guinea, which proved true; yet it was 
'With the greatdl: difficulty the men could be 
prevailed upon to fubmit to iliort allowance. 

Monday the 8th, having had tempeftuous 
weather, we perceived that a ftrong current had 
fet in to the eaftward; and to our aftonifument 
we found the land in fight to be Cape Noba, 
a promontory at the eaft end of Gilolo, bearing 
S. S. E. diftant 15 leagues. Perceiving now 
that we could not get to the Wand of Ternate, 
nor to that of Mindanao, we refolved to make 
the beftof OlJr way through the ftraits of Gi~ 

~olo ~ 
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lQlo: but, notwithftanding our utmofl: efforts, 
we continued failing among a clufter of iOands~ 
moll: of them uninhabited, but all capable of 
producing fpiees, during the whole month of 
May, without being able to avail ourfelves of 
any of their refrdhments, On the 20th of May 
we came in fight of the iOand of Ceram, as we 
then thought, but afterwards found it to be the 
ifland of Bouro. 

On the 25th, we came in fight of a low 
iOand right-a-head of us. and about noon air: 
ferved an opening, which, when we came near~ 
we found to be a paffage between two little 
iflands that almoft joined. They were very full 
of green trees, and by the fea-fide we beheld 
many groves of cocoa-nut, plantain, and other 
fruit.trees~ that exhibited a very plearant ap;; 
pearance. 0 

In a capacious bay we likewife took notice of 
ta little town, and faw feveral inhabitants pailing 
and re-palling along the fuore. We fent in our 
boats for provifions and pilots, and the Duke 
and myfelf turned up towards the village, but: 
on founding found no ground. The natives in­
formed US~ there was a bank oppofite a cer­
tain la.nd-mark~ on which we might anchor. A. 
bundance of people came off with Indian wheat, 
cocoa nuts, yams, potatoes, papas, poultry, and 
feveral beautiful bird~, which they exchanged 
for knives~ fciffars, and other toys, being very 
civil, and 1:0 aU appearance honefl:. They are 
Mahometans, of a middle ftature, and l:awney" 

btl\:. 
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but the women are fairer than the men, having 
very long, lank, black hair; their mouths, lipst 
and nofes remarkably fmall. The women were 
decently covered; but the men in general were 
naked. Thefe iilands were named Camhava and 
Wan!hut; but, not anfwering our purpofe, we 
ao-reed to fteer for Banton, where we arrived on 

t:> 
Monday the 29th of May; and, the fame day, 
Captain Dampier, Mr. Connely, and Mr. Van­
brugh, went with a prefent to the King of Bon­
ton, at the fame time requefting him to fupply 
us with provifions, and to fend us a pilot to 
carry us to Batavia. 

On the 30th, a paroa came from the King 
with one of his nobles on board, and a pilot to 
carry us into harbour •. He put on an air of im­
portance, and afked, How we dared to come to' 
an anchor/there, without leave from the Great 
King of Bonton? However, he brought each 
Commander a piece of his country-cloth, a bottle 
of arrack, fame rice in bafkets, as a prefent from 
the King; as al[o a letter from the officers we 
bad fent on !hare, giving an account, that they 
had been well received, and that the town wher"e 
the King refides was large, walled, fortified, and 
defended after the European manner with a 
number of heavy cannon. Another prefent was 
returned, and five guns fired by every fbip at 
the mdfenger's going off; at which he [eemed 
very well pleafed. Our people trafficked with 
the natives for poultry, maize, pompions, pa ... 
pas, lemons, Guinea-corn) &c. and gave them in 

exchange, 
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exchange knives, fciffars, old cloaths, and old 
nails. The people were civil; bur our officers 
making a longer fray than they intended, we 
began to [ufpea: that the Moors had detained 
them; for they are very treacherous. However; 
we heard from them every day; and at length 
the Dutchefs's pinnace came down with Lieu­
tenant Connely, who told us, they had purchaf­
ed four laft of rice, which coft 600 dollars; and 
that Mr. Vanbrugh was detained for the payment 
of the money. The next morning it came, and 
was equally diftributed among the four fhips, 
fome great men coming to deliver it, and re­
ceive the money.-The town of Bonton is very 
populous, and by it runs a fine river, but is 
barred fo that fhips of burden cannot approach 
it. About 50 Wands are tributary to this king, 
who gives audience in a chair of ftate covered 
with fcarlet-cloth, and is always attended by a. 
guard of nine men, armed, after the European 
manner, with mufquets and fcymitars. He has, 
befides, four or five naves, who fit at his feet, 
and are ready whenever he commands to do the 
moil: fervile offices. The petty princes and great 
men fit on his left hand, and the ihangers ftand 
before him. 

Wednefday, June the 7th, all the provifions 
and neceffaries which this town could fupply 
being brought on board, and the officers who 
went to wait upon the King, returned, the fignal 
was given to weigh) and at four in the afternoon 
we fet fail without a pilot, there being none to be 
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had on this jOand. Captain Dampier pretended 
to be acquainted with the paffage, and mentions· 
the fame in his book, but now he remembered 
nothing of it but the frory. 

On Friday the 9th, we came in fight of Sola yo, 
lying elole to the iOand of Celebes, and in­
habited by Malayans, who are tributaries to the 
Dutch. Bet.ween the fouth-end of Celebes and the 
iOand of Solayo, are three fmall low Wands, and 
the beft paifage is between that which lies next 
to Solayo, and a little one lying to the northward 
of it. It is very dangerous going to the fouth- ! 

ward of Solayo, the Dutch never daring to at­
tempt it. 

On the loth we made prize of a country pa­
roa, and brought the Mafl:er on board the 
Dutchefs. He was a Malayan belonging to Ma­
caifar, bound thither, came laft from Banton, 
and undertook to pilot us to Batavia for a good 
reward, provided we would promife to keep the 
matter a fecret from the Dutch, to both which 
conditions we very readily agreed ; and the man 
performed what he undertook with great {kIn 
and fideli ty . We paifed through the ftraits of 
Salango, having always from five to feven fa­
thom water in our paffage; then fleering to the 
wefl:ward, our pilot'S boat attended us till we 
were through the laft frrait, and then bore away 
towards M acaffar, 

On Tuefday the 20th of June, 1720, accord­
ing to our reckoning, we came to "an anchor in 
Batavia roae! ; but with the Dutch it was Wed­

nefday, 
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nefday, June 21; for we had 10ft 18 hours in 

going round to the welhvard, and they had 
gained fix in failing to the eaftward, which made 

a whole day difference between our account 

and theirs. The reafon is, that a lhip failing to 

the weftward, and io following tbe <-our!"e of the 

fun, makes every day fomething longer than in 
any fixed ['cation it would be. Thus in every 

15 degrees fhe removes to [he wdlward trom 

the meridian from whence fl.'1e fid! ret om, i11C 

gains an hour; in 90 degrees, fix hours; and in 

360, which compote the whole circumference of 
the globe, ilie will find a whole day (hort in her 

reckoning, according to the account of the phlce 

!he arrives at. The contrary happens to the 
iblp that fails eafrward; for, as fhe advances a­
gainft the courfe of the fun, !he lofes fo much 

of every day, which is thereby:fhortened, and 
becomes lefs than 24 hours, by coniequence lor­
ing an hour in every 15 degrees, and con[equent­

ly will be a day before the account of the place 
fhe arrives at. By this it appears~ that the 
fhip which fails round the world weftward, lofes 

a whole day, and that which performs the fame 

voyage eaftward gains a· day. So we having 

made the greater part of the circumference, and 

the Dutc~ at Batavia the other part the contrary 
way, our lofs and their gain made l)P the tweoty= 

four hours; and thus we came to differ a day. 

When we came to an anchor, the Dutchefs 
fired thirteen guns to falute the Dutch fhg ; but 

L 2, it 
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it being night, the Commandant did not then an"; 
fwer; but in the morning fent his boat to make an 
apology, and then fired gun for gun with every 
fhip. Soon after this friendly falure taken on 
both fides, the Commanders went on fhore; 
and, after waiting upon the Shebander, were 
introduced to the Governor, who received us 
with civility, examined our commiffion, and en­
quired much concerning the [ucce[s of our 
voyage; bur, not being King's Chips, would not 
permit us to heave down in the States dock at 
OrereO:, but gave us leave, to careen at the Wand 
of Hern, which is at no great diftance from the 
other, and allowed us fome Malayan caulkers to 
allifr in nopping our kaks. 

As the Marquis was in the worft condition~ 
fhe was ordered to be laid down firO: ; but upon 
examination ,!he was judged unfit to proceed 
upon the voyage; and therefore was unladen 
and put up tofale. We then hove down the 
D1:1ke and Dutchefs, and found their fheathing 
much worm-eaten; but otherwife not much da­
maged: the Batchelor wanted no repairs but in 
her rigging. The weather was extremely hoc 
during our fray at this city: many of our men 
and officers fell fick ; and I was among the num­
ber. The maller of the Duke, the gunner of 
the Dutchefs, and feveral of the common men, 
fell a facrifice to this unfriendly climate. One 
Read, a young man belonging to the Dutchefs, 
venturing to [wim, had both his legs [napt off 
by a fuark~ which at the fecond bite, before we 

could 
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could get him on board, cut him in two in the 
middle, and put an end to his m~fery. During 
our ftay, though we had the run of the markets, 
we found it very difficult to procure falt provi­
fions, to lay in a ftock to [erve us till we fhould 
arrive at the Cape of Good Hope, and therefore 
were obliged to purchafe live cattle, and to kill 
and pickle them ourfel ves, All manner of traf. 
fie, except for provifions, was prohibited with 
the natives or inhabitants of the city, upon the 
fevereft penalties, to avoid every. occafion of 
difpute with the Eaft-India Companies of both 
natlons: and, having fetded all our affairs in a 
very amicable manner, new rigged our fhips, 
and dilpofed of the men belonging to the Mar­
quis among the other 1hips, we began on the 15th 
of Septelnber to prepare for failing, when I was 
appointed fecond Captain in the Dtltchefs, and 
Mr. Ballot, mafter ; Capt. Pope, firit Lieutenant 
of the Duke, and Mr. Selkirk, matter; Capt, 
Dampier, feeond Captain in the Batchelor, and 
Mr. Knolman, mafter. 

On the 20th we repaired on board; but be­
fore we were ready to fail, it was the 14th of 
Ott'Jber; when, about fix in the morning, we 
weighed anchor; but in the' afternoon the [ea­
breeze took us, and we were forced to return. 

On the I qth we made fail with a frelli breeze, 
and at two in the afternoon came to an anchor 
off Java-head, when two Englifh gentlemen 
came off to us, to demand the releafe of a man 
who had concealed himfelf, unknown to the 

officers, 
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officers, on board the Batchelor, and who wag 
given up without oppofitioD: In the m~an ti[~e, 
while the gentlemen were m converfauon wI[h 
the officers, a party from the Ihip went off with 
their boat to buy fowls, for which they gave in 
exchange knives, toys, and other trifles, which 
the natives value more than money. 

On the 23d the gentlemen took their ]eave; 
and the party who' went off to truck for fowls 
having reported that there were buffaloes in 
abundance to be had for ihooting~ another party 
were fem off to bring fame on board; but they 
returned without fuccefs. They came in fight 
of whole herds, but fa exceeding wild, that the 
moment they faw the appearance of a man, they 
all took the alarm, and fled to the woods with 
fa much fwiftnefs, that it was impoffible to come 
within mufket-lhot of them. One of the party, 
who had ventured to follow them into the woods, 
was furprized by a tyger, who was within lefs 
than a hundred yards of him before he thought 
proper to make his retreat; and was purflled by 
the creature fa clofe, that, had he not reached 
the water, he muft have been devoured. His 
companions fired more than twenty {hot at the 
tyger before he went off, which he did at 1aft:. 
though farely wounded. 

We ihid here till the 26th, when we made 
fail, and about noon Java-head. bore E. by N •. 
diftant about feven leagues. From hence to the ' 
Cape of Good Hope we met with nothing re­
markable; and, on the 30th of December, came 

to 
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to an anchor in Tabbbay, in feven fathom wa­
ter. We falmed the fort with nine guns; and 
they returned feven. As foon as the iliips were 
moored, the Captains and principal officers went 
alhore to pay their compliments to the Gover­
nor, by whom they were honourably received. 
The place and people have been fo often de. 
f(.ribed already, that we fhall not difguft the 
reader with ufelefs repeti-tions. 

During our fray here, we employed the time 
in viCtualling, watering, and refitting our {hips, 
for the remaining part of our voyage home. 
The Duke, commanded by Captain Rogers, had 
been leaky ever finee her departure from Cali­
fornia; and, notwithfranding all that could be 
done both at Batavia and this place, it could 
not be fropped; but what was remarkable, in a 
few days after we left the Cape, it ftopt of it­
[df. 

Here we had an opportunity of writing to our 
owners, by means of an Eaft-India {hip juft rea~ 
dy to fail when we arrived. In the letter we ac­
quainted them with Ollr having made prize of a 
fmall Manilla iliip, and of our having her in our 
poffeffion; and alfo, that we intended to take 
the advantage of returning home in company1 
with the Dutch Eaft-India fleet, who were hourly 
expected, which would oecaGon us to tarry till 
the latter end of March. when it was imagined 
they would be ready to fail. 

On February the 2 2d, the Dutch fleet arrived, 
being in all 12 fail. Vie faluted the Admiral at 

hill 
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his coming with feven guns, as did likewife the 
fort. There were at this time in the harbour 
17 Dutch fuips, and fix Englilh.. The town 
was crowded, and many of our men were ill. 
Mr. Van brugh, the owners chief agent1 died, as 
did Mr. Appleby, mate of the Duke, and feve­
ral others. We began to be impatient; and 
found it neceffary to begin to furnifu ourfelves 

. with provifions as early as pomble, as every thing 
began to increafe in price as the town began to 
fill. The Batavia fleet was foon followed by 
four {hips from Ceylon. Six came from that 
Wand; but near Madagafcar met with fuch a 
violent ftorm, that fame were forced to cut away 
their main-mafts, arid throw over fome of their 
lee-guns, having much water at the fame time 
in their holds. The four came into the Cape 
much damaged, and believed the other two had, 
foundered at [ea. Several Englifu Indiamen ar­
rived a1fo in the road; as alfo a Portuguefe fhip 
from Rio de Janeiro on the coaft of Brafil, 
bound for Mezambique, to take in naves. 

At length, on April the 6th, all the homeward 
bound fhips being ready to fail, we weighed in 
ihe morning, and failed with a fmall breeze of 
wind at E.S.E. and by noon came to an anchor 
at Penguin iiland, the eaft end of the Wand bear­
ing fouth-wefterly. At three we failed again~ 
being in all 25 fail of Englifh and Dutch, all 
good {hips, under the command of Admiral 
Peter de Vas. At fix the Cape of Good Hope 
,bore S. by W. half W. diftant about [even 

leagues; 
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leagues; and thus, having taken our depar­
ture, we proceeded on our voyage April the 
23d, which being St. George's-day, andJhe an­
niverfary of her Majefty of Great Britain, the 
Duke and. Dutchefs faluted each other with 
drums, trumpets, and other formalities, in hQa 
hour of the day; and in the evening the refpec­
tive Captains gave an entertainment, of which 
all the officers on board partook. 

Al1gull 3, 17I [, we made the Wand of St. 
Helena, in lat. 16 deg. S. It lies 1000 miles at 
leaft from any land, and is not more than io 
leagues in length, and abbut eight in breadth" 
furrolmded with rocks, and elevated above the 
rea by towering mountains, that look at a dif­
tance like lofty buildings riling to tbe douds.' 
Thefe mountains ate covered with wholefome 
herbs and plants; and the vallies are fa fruitful" 
that they yield an increafe of whatever is fown. 
in them an hundred-fold. The Portuguefe I1ftt 
difcovered this little fpot accidentally, as they 
'Were ranging along the coaft of Africa, in order 
![O find theil" way to th:; Eaft·lndies. It was then. 
uninhabited; and~ according to their cl1fl:om~ 
they ret fome live goats and f~vine on fhore~ 
which multiplied to tha~ degree~ that ever fince 
there have been enough to fupply the {hips tha~ 
touch at that it1and with fe3Jo~lable rtfrefhrnent. 
The Dutch Ern inhabited, and afterwards aban 4 

doned it, and removed their fett1ement to the 
Ca pe of Good Hope. The Englilh then took 
polreffion of it; when the Dutch, wh.o did 110'1.: 

V 01... H. M think. 
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think it worth keeping before, returned, fen 
upon the Englilli, and drove them out. The 
Dutch in thyir turn were expelled by the Eng­
lilli, who have now been long in poffefiion, have 
ereCted a very ihong fort for their"feeurity, and 
btlilt a town near the little bay, where fhips 
generally anchor in their way to and from the 
Eaft Indies. It is of infinite ufe in relieving th~ 
failors from that dreadful diftemper the fea­
fcurvy; for, as it naturally produces lemons, 
oranges, and other fruits, and as greens and 
roots are planted in abundance, thofe who are 
languifhing under the laft ftage of the fcurvy 
are frequently recovered by the ufe of thofe re­
frelhments without any other phyGe. It would 
be delightful living in this ifland, were it larger, 
or more frequented; but the confinement in 
fo fmall a place in the middle of a vaft ocean fo 
remote from all communication with the reft of 
the world, renders the refidence there fo lonely, 
that it has rather the appearance of living in 
exile than in a land of freedom. And indeed, 
what makes it ftill more uncomfortable, our own 
fuips find [0 much better entertainment at the 
Cape than can be expeCted in this little jpbt~ 
that: many of them Hare themfelves there f(} 
plentifully, and recover their fick men fo effec­
tually, as not to be under the neceffity of touch ~ 
ing at St. Helena, whereby not only the rel1_ 
denee of the inhabitants is rendered more dull" 
but their means of fubfiftence is very much r.e­
nrain~d ~ for as they have nothing to depend 

t1.pQlA 
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t'lpon but their traffic with the !hips that caB to 
f'efre1b, everyone that paires by without touch .. 
ing is a diminution of their profits: fo that in 
faCt the people have little or no encouragement 
to continue there, and many of them make 
heavy complaints. Indeed, the furrounding fea~ 
that abounding in filh is a confiderable help, 
and the fertility of the foil~ which is fure to re­
ward the pains of the cultivator, exempt them 
from famine; but for cloaths and all other COI1-

veniences, their dependance is upon {hangers. 
On the firft of May we tOGk our departure 

from this iDand, and on the 7th made the iOanc\ 
of Afcen(ion, which is frill uninhabited. As the. 
fprings, which were difcovered by Dampier, lie 
remote from the fuare, very few lhips attempt 
to water, or indeed frop at Afcenfion; fome 
indeed, ,who are in want of frefh provifions, 
6.lh here for turtle, of which there are great 
plenty all round the coafts. 

Nothing remarkable happened in the courfe 
of our voyage till May the 27th, when two of 
our Dutch failors died, and were decently buri-: 
ed according to the cufrom of the fea. 

About this time all the flag-1bips ftruck their 
flags, the Admiral hoifted a broad pendant, and 
all the other fuips did the fame. This was done 
with a view to deceive the enemy, that in cafe 
any cruifers lhould come in fight, they might 
j:ake us for a fquadran of Dutch men-of-war. 

On the 12th, a mutiny happened among our 
men; and two Dutcpmen who were the ring= 

M 2 leader,s 
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leaders were whipped and put in irons. For 
fome days we had but little wind, being in the 
calm latitude, which we reckon from 22 deg. to 

28 deg. N. 
June the l]th, the Dutch Admiral made the 

fignal for each r!1ip to keep the Line, and we 
blacked our fhip to make her look the more 
like a Dutchman. 

On the 15th, in the morning, the Admiral 
made the fignal for all the Engliib Commanders, 
and fome of the Dutch ikippers, to come on 
board him, where we were fLlmptuoufiy entertain­
ed at Dinner, and the fr~.nk humourof the Dutch ... 
men made the company jolly before we parted. 

June 23, a Dutch ibip being in diftrefs fired 
feveral guns; upon which the whole fleet fhor .. 
tened fail. Her damage being [oon repaired~ 
the fignal wag given to continue our courfe, anq 
we took the Batchelor in tow~ being a heavy 
failor, and for(:ed to cro~ld the canvafs to keep 
company; bur, it blowing hard the next day~ 
we were forced to caft her off. 

On the 26th, the Batchelor's pinnace had her 
back broke, by the iliip's running over her; but 
the men that were in her were all miraculoufiy 
faved, by means of the haw[er which they 
were carrying from our 111ip to take her in tow. 
In the evening the King William Indiaman took 
her in tow, and next morning caft her off. 

On the 28th, being got into the latitude of 

5 I deg. N. we had tllick foggy weather, with 

~.h(!, 
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the wind at fauth, which continued feveral days, 
and ali the while the Admiral kept firing two 
guns every hour. and each fuip in the fleet an­
fwered with one. This was done to keep the 
fleet together, and it anf we red the purpofe very 
well; for when the fog difperfed, and the wea-: 
ther came clear, there was not one ihip miffing. 
The Dutch convoy, however, took care after~ 
wards to be well paid for his waite of powder. 

Nothing remarkable happened till the 12th 

of July, when the Donnegall Indiaman loft her 
fore-top mafe, and made the fignal for the fleet 
to ilio:ten faiL Being now in near 60 deg. N.la­
titude, we had no night, but cold drizzling wea­
ther; yet nothing to compare to the cold in the 
fame latitude in going round Cape Horn fouthe 
ward; for there the cold was fo intenfe that 
many of our men llckened; and yet we were 
here and 'It Cape Horn much about the fame 
time of the year, allowing for the difference of 
the two climates. 

On the 14th, we came in fight of Bera, and 
fpoke with a Daniili ihip bound to Dublin, who 
told us [he war ftill continued, and that he had 
fpoke a day or two before with a Dutch fqua­
dron of 10 men-of· war, and three vicruallersit 

~ying off Shetland to wait for us; fa that by 
}>.eeping between that and Fair lI1and, we could 
~ot poffibly mifs feeing them. Next day we 
came in fight of them, when all the fleet fa­
luted the Commodore, and he made the fignal 
for aB the Commanders to come aboard of him ,. . .. . fo.\' 
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for failing orders. The Captains Courtney and~ 
Dover we,lt accordingly, and were couneoui1y 
received~ and given to underfcand, that they 
mighr be fupplied with whatever provifions they 
itoad in need of~ on paying for the fame, he hav­
ing li.n·(lught viCtuallers from H oHand for that 
purpofe. We layoff Shetland fome days, and 
ca'9ght ling and cod in abundance, during which 
time the Sliedanders came off to us, aod brought 
fowls and fheep, which we purchafed at much 
cheaper rates than of our Dutch viccuallers. 

We were now very fickly, having been more 
than three months in our paiI<.<ge from the Cape 
to this place; and we were befides very peevifu 
and quarreliome among ourfelves; now that we 
came near home,jealoufies aroieabout embezzle. 
ments. The agents had been to the Duke to 
demand the gold, plate, pearl, and jewels, on 
board; and they were returned not very well 
fatisfied with their reception. But, while thefe 
rlifputes were at their height, orders were given 
to fet {ail. In the mean time letters were dif­
patched to London and Amfterdam, acquainting 
the owners with our progrefs, and prefent fitua­
~ion, and defiring their infhuCtions to regulate 
our future proceedings. Before we left Shetland 
we took four hogilieads of beet' on board from 
the Dutch Commodore, which ferved us till we 
arrived on the 23d in fight of Holland, in the 
evening of which day we came to an anchor in 
the Texel road. 

On_the 27th~ we received a general letter from 
our ,-
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our owners, dated, Briftol, June 6th, ][7U~ in 

. which they acquainted llS, that the Eaf{· India 
Company were incenfed againft us, and had ap­
pointed a fe~ret committee to infpetl: their char­
ter as to privileges; and that they wererefolved 
to take all advantages, in cafe of the leaH: in­
fringement on what they pretended to be their ex­
dufive right of trading to the Eaft-lndies. This 
letter bkewife recommended the gteateft caution 
on our part with regard to the Dutch Ea£lclndia 
Company; or from that Company as \"vell as 
from our own~ tbey had reafon to fear all pof= 
fible obftrucrion. It was therefore moil ftriCl:ly 
enjoined, that neither officer nor failorfhould ... 
{)O any pretence v"hatever, be fuffered to take 
any goods on (bore; nor were we to allow any 
ihanger to come on board to pm-chafe the leilJt 
trifle; for that, if any fueh thing iliould be 
.proved, the whole cargo would be forfeited; 

It was a great relief to us, when, on the 5th 
of Auguft, . Mr. Hollidge~ one of our principal 
owners came 00 board us; for, though we kept 
the ihitl:eft watch, it was hardly paffible to pre­
vent the failors from running things afhqre- in 
the night. On this gentleman's arrival, it wag 
judged neceffary to draw up a !hart arcount of 
our voyage from the journals of the refpecrive 
Commanders., and an affidavit was made to the 
truth of it. In this memorial we fet forth, that 
we went out as private men-of-war. and not as 
trading fhips; and that no fort of merchandize 
was fhipped on board our {hips at any of the 

L ill~dl 
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iflands or ports we touched at in the Eafr Indies; 
nor any traffic carried on there, other than for 
necdfaries and provifions for the Ihips and Ihips 
company. To this all the officers and mof!: of 
the [eamen voluntarily [wore and fet their hands. 
We continued in Holland, without any remark • 
. a.ble event, till the 30th of September, 17 II; 
when we failed from the Texe!, under convoy 
f)f her Majefty's {hips, Eff'ex, Canterbury, Med­
way, and Dl111idge, and anchored in the Downs 
on the 2d of OC'cober. On the 13th, the Duke 
and Dutchefs came up to Eriff, where the 
Batchelor had been mo~red fome time before: 
and here all the Ihips continued till they were 
unloaded. The produce of the cargo, and the 
treafure brought home inthefe {hips, were {uppof. 
ed to amount to between .3 and 400,0001. for, 
after all charges of convoy, agency, 1aw.fuits~ 
embezzlements, of which great complaint was 
made, and of every kind of thievery praCl:ifed 
in fuch cafes, the nett profits, that were after..;. 
wards fairly divided, amounted to 17 0 ,0001. 

Among the difailers that befd the adventurers 
in this voyage, that of loling Mr. Hatley, with 
his little crew, near the iilands of Gallapaaoes 

t:: ~ 

was moft to be deplored; yet, though his death 
was fuppofed to be certain, havinO' little or -no 
provifions on board, and ilill lef~ water, after 
the conc1ufion of the war, he returned home to 
the aftoniIhment of all who knew him. It then 
appeared, that, when he parted company with 
the Duke, having no refource, he made directly 

for 
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for the main; and, f::;l1ing in with 'ap~ Paffao, 
his little crew almoft fami!hed, and himj~lf in a 
rniferable weak condition, h.e fprmed the refplqw 
tion, with the confent of his people, to fun-en· 
der themfelvc;:s prifoners.to the enemy: but, un­
fortunately, the enemy to whom they furren­
dered were not the civilized Spaniards,bm a mixed 
breed of Indian~ and Mulattos, who bore an 
implacable hatred to all white men, from a 
rooted averfion to the Spani!h tyranny. Thefe 
wretches ufed their helpieis prifoners barbarouf­
ly, tied their hands behind th~m, and lafhed 
them to pol.ts, where they half-aeed them with 
whips; and nloil certainly would have tortured 
them to death, had it not been for the interpo. 
fition of their prieit, to whom thefe half-heathen 
convens pay great refpecL Being, by the hu­
wanity of this good Padre, refcued out of the 
hands of thofe barbarians, and conveyed to a. 
Spanifh fettlement, Mr. Ha:ley was received 
with kindneis, anq ufed with much civility. 
'l,nd, when peace was declared, was fet at H­
berty, and affilted to return to his country, 
where he afterwards engaged in a fecond eX,pe,. 
dition to the fame feas, and ag<l,in fell into the 

,hands of the fame ~nemy. 
We have not yec been able to learn the future 

:proceedings of the offi.cers w.ho conducted this 
~l1terprize. It is more than probable, that, hav­
ing enriched themfelves, by the voyage, tbey re-

. tired and lived private. We find, indeed, a 
Mr. Cooke engaged in a. fuc«;eeding voyage, 

VOJ,.. Il~ N' b1J.~ 
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but it does not appear that it was the Captain 
Cooke of whofe voyage we have juft given an 
account. Mr. Hatley, indeed, who fell into the 
hands of the Spaniards, was employed as fecond 
Captain under Shelvock, and of him we thaI! 
~ave occafion to fpeak lar~ely hereafter. 

THE 
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CAPTAiN CLIPPERTON 

R 0 U N D THE W 0 R L D. 

C' APT A1N John Clipperton (or, as fome 
write, Clippington) was born at Yarmouth» 

in the county of Norfolk; and his friends being 
molt of them feafaring people, he was from 
his infancy bred up a mariner. His difpofitioll 
naturally inclining him to ramble, he embraced 
every opportunity to embark in new voyages, 
and there was hardly a: corner of the earth 
which he had not vifited before he was thirty 
years of age. vVhen he was made choice of 
to take the command of the expedition of 
which we are now to give an accoullt, he was 
efteemed, and that perhaps juftly, the moll ex.,; 
perienced feaman of his ttme. He had been 
frequently in the Eaft and Weft Indies, had, 
been in the Northern and Medirerranean Seas~ 
and had once furrounded the whole globe, He 
was that Clippington, who, in I70.f, with a 
bark, of only 10 tons. two mafts, two fquare~ 
fails, two pattararoes1 and 2. I men, left Caps 

N 2 ~",ill 
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tain Dampier on the coafr of Mexico; and, af­
ter infulting Rio Leon, where he rook two 
Spanifh [hips at anchor, one of which was ran­
fomed for +000' pieces of eight, 'and after villt­
ina the aulDh of Salinas, where he cleaned and 
Db" 

refined his little bark, undertook to fail in her 
from that co aft round half the globe; a great 
part of which he performed in a track never be­
fore attempted, purfuing his courfe in the j 8th 
degree of north htitude, which former naviga­
tors had purftled after each other in the 13th; 
and, in that direCtion, he reached the Philip­
pines in 54 days, Vi ithoutfeeing land. or meet­
iug y,ith anycrofs accident to interrupt his palTage. 
vVbile he was embarraffed among thofeiOands, 
there came off a canoe with a friar on board, to 
enquir<::: concerning fa uncommon aveff::1, the 
like of l;1Jhich was never feen before in thofe 
[eas. He detained the friar till his crew were 
furnifhed with frefh provifions, and then re~ 
leafed him. 

From the Philippines we fteered to Pulo Con­
dore, v.J!1t:re he expected to have met with an. 
Englifb iettlernent; bur7 to his great mortjfica~ 
tion, he there learnt, thc,tt, femE'tinl1c before his 
arrival, the Eng1i!h had been an murdered by 
their 1 ndian guards. Upon this rne1ancholy 
rfews, he bore away for IV1acao, a port in the por-_ 
f~mon of the Purtugue[e~ near the mouth of the 
river Canton, in China, 21reacly frequently men­
t_ioned, and lately made famous by the arrival of 
tome Ruffian adventurers from Kanlpfchatka, 

who, 
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who, by that navigation, have confirmed the 
realizy of a north-eall: paffage to the coafts of 
China. At this Port he arrived, where She!. 
vock affirms that near half his crew were hang­
ed for pirates. that the reft efcaped, fome to one 
place, and fome to another; that Clipperton 
himfelf being deprived of his little boat, found 
means to get on board an Englilh Eaf'c Indi;j.~. 
m~n at Canton, and arrived in England in 
1706. 

Clipperton was a blunt, rough, free-fpoken 
failor, had not much the air of a gentle~ 

man, and therefore never affected it; was free 
and eaiy among his [eameD"; and, though he was 
paffionare, he was foon appeafed, and, if in the 
wrong, ever ready to acknowledge his error. 
and to repair any injury his haay temper b.:­
trayed him to commit. He had a [tria regard 
to what 'he thought his duty, and was not to 

be diverted from the principles of moderations 
which ever inclined him to aCts of mercy and 
huma.!iity toward's thofe oyer whom the chance 
of war gave him the fuperiority. Having res 
turned almofc dellitute from his Brit voyage 
round the world, he [etded in the norch of Ire~ 
land, to which retreat he was traced, after more 
than twelve years retirement, and perfiJaded to 
undertake this fecond voyage, as a means to re~ 
pair his broken fortune. 

The fucc,:fs that had attended the voyage of 
the Duke and Durcheis to the .somh St'as under 
the command of Captain Rogers) had revived the 

(pirie 
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fpirit of privatcering, which, by former mifca('­
tiaaes had been reduced to a very low ebb. 

o ' . 
Dampier, as has already been notIced, was un-
able, with all his :£kill and all his experience, to 
per[uade the London merchants to eng,age i.n a 
fecond expedicrun into thofe feas, afLer havwg 
failed in the firl1, and was obliged to apply to 
13rl[£ol to raiie a new company of adventurers to 
fecond his views; but fuch is the nature of man· 
kind, that emulolls, not to fay envIous, of the 
fu(cefs of others, they are ever ready to croud 
the road that has led to fortune, without conii­
dering how,unfit they are to undertake the jour .. 
ney. The owners Qf the Duke and Dutchefs 
had been particularly careful to make choice of 
gentlemen, not only of ability, to conduct the 
voyage which proved Co fuccefsflll, but who alfo 
had confidence in, and friendfhip for, each other ~ 
and yet, w'ith all this care and caution, it was 
with the greaten: difficulty in the world that they 
were p.erfuaded to keep together, and to act in 
concert. On the contrary, the Commanders in 
the prefent expedition, were gentlemen of oppo­
fire tempers, oppoGte views, and already, before 
they fet OJt, engaged in oppofite parties; it was 
tberefore very unlikely that two fuch Com .. 
rtlanci.::rs fhould unite in one common interefl:, or 
that the one fhould !hare the danger where the 
other was to reaD the o-Iory. The event will 

A '" 

!11EW, that the mifcarriage of this enterprize was 
nor. lTlore owing to the miitakes in the voyage" 
than in the wrong ferting out. 

The 
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The impatience of the undertakers was fa 
great, and the,ir confidence of 111aking themfelves 
rich by the plunder of the Spanlards io certain, 
that, unwilling to uuit to an eventual rupture 
between Great Britain and Spain, they took oc­
cafton, from the war that then fubGt1ed betweel1 
the Emperor and Spain, to apply to the Imperial 
Court for a commillion to carry their plan of 
hofrilities into execution. With this view, hav­
ing equipped two itont i11ips, the Succejs and the 
Speedwell, it was thought neceffary to find out 
fome gentleman who had ferved on board the 
royal navy, that might take upon him the com­
mand of the expedition, and be able to act with 
propriety in a joint commiffion, wherein Flemifh 
ioldiers and Engliih failors were to be united in 
the fame defign. 

For this difficult tart{ no man was thought 
more fit that Captain George ShelvlOck, who 
had been bred from his childhood in the royal 
navy, had been thirty years in the iervice, and 
arrived at the rank of Firfl: Lieutenant of one of 
his Majefry's fhips of war, which, he had borne 
with great reputation; was in his pedon and 
behaviour a fine gentleman, and was confeLTedly 
a very expert and able [eaman. He was, beGdes. 
of quick parts, ready fpeech, and very winning 
addrefs, but withal rather too fenuble of his 
own accompliihments. This gentleman the un­
dertakers thought themfelves happy in having 
found; and they accordingly not only jnve/led 
J1im with the command, but entruited to him the 

gnmq., 
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grand bUllnefs of the commiffion, and for that 
purpofe he received in[truCl:ions to rfpair to 
OHend with the Speedwell, and there, as foon 
as the commiffion was obtained, to take on boarc1 
the complement of Flemings that were to give 
countenance to the undertaking; and to join the 
Succefs in the Dovms, which there lay ready un­
der the command of Capt. Mitchel. On-this oc­
cafion the names of the £hips were cbnged; the 
Succefs was called thePrinceEugene, and the Speed­
well the Starenberg, in complimem to the Prir,ce 
and the Imperial Prime MiniHer. Capt. Shelvock 
was, beGdes, infhuct:ed to lay in fnch a Hock of 
wines and fpirituous liq Llors, as hdhould judge 
fumcient for the u[e of both Pnip.; in a voyage 
where fuch refrdhments would be abfolutely 
necefiary, and withom which the climate of 
Cape Horn could hardly be endured. 

In this bufinefs, however, the Captain gave 
:fome oifgufL He was either too extravagant, 
too oftentatious, 0, [00 remifs; and the voyage 

I· 1- , "W,Hen tne oWLers Lad fo much at heart, was 
thought already to have fuffcred by t1l1lJtceff·uy 
delay. But~ what was Hill worfe, the Flemifh 
Joldiers, 90 jr: number, COl11'Tlandtd by their own 
Oii1CCTS, bad hard iy arrived in the Dcwns before 
they bec;:m,e fo infolent, that it was pref~ntly dif:' 
-covered, th2.t the fcheme of their aCting in con. 
cert with Engli(h failors w"s utterly impracl:i .. 
uL<e: [0 tna[ after all this delay a~d ex­
pepce, the comnJifDon was returned, the Flcmi!h 
lDldien dIfchargec1, and a new plan formed~ 

\"lhicb 
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which gave the firit oecaGon to thofe diJTentions 
that in the end proved the ruin of the vOY3ge, 

Captain Shelvock's managernent had much 
leffened his credit, and his friends were unable 
to fupport his intereft. The reaion fur his ad­
vancement no longer exiftecl ; and it was found. 
that the difcipline to vvhich he had been accuf­
tamed on board the royal navy, wa~ not the dif­
cipline to be practifed on board privateers. It 
was neceffary, therefore, as the circumftances of 
things were changed, war with Spain declared, 
and no extraordinary accomphfhment required~ 
to look out for an officer to take the command, 
who had experience in the bufinefs in which he 
was to be employed; who knew the wef!:ern 
coaits of America, and was acquainted with the 
genius of the people with whom he was to con­
tend, as well as the tempers of thofe with whom 
he was to attack. 

On this new regulation, the character of Cap­
tain Clipperton was called co mind. He was 
known to fome of the owners, and ihongly re­
commended by other merchants, as of all men 
then living the fitteft to be entrufled with the 
conduct of fuch an expedition. The owners, 
who had already expended more than 15,0001. 

began to conflder their own interdl without re­
fpect to pedons ; and, therefore, they fought out 
and invefted Captain Clipperton with the chief 
command, continuing Captain ShelvocIc Com~ 
mander of the Speedwell, and appointing Cap~ 
tain Mitchell fecond to Cap:ain Clipperton, and 
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Captain Hatley fecond Captain to Shelvock~ 
The £hips were reftored to their former names, all 
Englifh commiffion procured for the Command .. 
ers, and every thing prepared while the ihips lay 
in the Downs for their immediate departure. 

The inftruCl:ions given. to the refpective Com. 
manders were, in fubftance, the fame with thofe 
given to the Commanders of the Duke and 
Dutchefs, firongly recommending unanimity. 
But this precaution proved wholly ufelefs. The 
expedition wore an unfortunate afpect from the 
beginning. The !hips were obliged to lie three 
months at Plymouth, waiting for a wind. Fac-­
tions were in the mean time formed, in which the 
crews as well as the Commanders were involved. 
Captain Shelvock highly refented the affront that 
had been offered in depriving him of the chief 
command; and Captain Clipperton, being a 
boifterous man, having himfelf thong paffions, 
and not having art to conceal them, knowing 
Captain Shtlvock's prejudices, nothing but 
diifention and difcord preyailed. Every poft 
brought the owners frefu complaints; and every 
poft carried frern reproofs to the Commanders. 
In this humour the parties continued while the 
£hips lay at Plymouth. At length, 

On the 13th of February, 1719, the Succefs, 
of 36 guns) and 180 men, commanded by Cap. 
tain Clipperton, and the Speedwell, of 24 guns, 
2nd 106 men, of which Captain Shelvock was 
Commander, failed with a fair wind; bur, by an 

unac-
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unaccountable over-fight, the Speedwell had_on 
board the whole ftock of wine and brandy, and 
the Succefs the greateft {hare of other ftores. 

For feveral days they had frefh gales, fqually, 
with rain, and the Succe1s was often obliged to 
!hoften fail for the Speedwell. Captain Sbel­
vock tells us, that he complained to Captain 
Clipperton of the cranknefs of his ihip, and de. 
fired him to fend for his wine and brandy, that 
he might {hike down fome of his guns into the 
hold, which would enable him to fail much bet. 
ter than he did: but this, it feems, was neglect. 
ed; a pwof that Clipperton had no intention to 
defert the Speedwell, though it was a flight, 
which Shelvock could not but refent. On the 
:l9th, a. violent {torm arofe, which obliged both 
!hips to take in their top-fails. The gale in­
creafing., the Succefs made a lignal for the Speed­
well to bring to; which Captain Shelvock 
readily obeyed; and, by eleven at night, both 
fuips were under bare poles. On the 20th, iIi 
the afternoon, the ftorm abated, and Captain 
Clipperton made fail, fteering S. by E. where­
as Captain She1vock, according to his journal, 
frood north-weft; fa that from this day they 
never faw each other, till they met in the 
South Seas by mere accident. Here then pro­
perly begins the hifrory of Captain Clipperton's 
voyage round the world. He was now at fea 
without liquors, and without his confort. The 
firft place of rendezvous appointed by them, 
was the Canary Hlands ;anci, therefore, he fail .. 

o 2- ed 
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ed thither, and arrived at Gomera on the 5th of 
March. Having taken in fome wine and re­
frefi1ments, for which he had great occallon, he 
continued cruifing at the Canaries ten days for 
his confoH; but, miffing her here, he continued 
his voyage to the next place of rendezvous, at 
the Cape de Verd or Green iilands. 

The former iflands, called by. the ancients the 
Fortunate Iflands, from their fertility and tempe­
rate air, were difcovered by the Spaniards in 1402, 

who named them the Canaries, or the Wands of 
Dogs, becaufe no other creatures were found on 
them. They are eight in number, The Great 
Canary is the largefl, is far difrant from the 
ethers, and contains 9000 inhabitants. It is the 
feat of (he Bilhop, the InqLliGtion, and of the 
Council Royal. There is a mountain on the 
Teneriff, called the Pike of Teneriff, which, 
according to the common opinion, is the higheft 
in the world. It may be diftinCtly feen at fixty 
leagues diftance. 1t is three days journey to the 
top of it, which, except in the months of July 
and Augufl:, is always covered with fnow. Fero 
is one of the largefr, but fo dry, that there is 
not one drop of frefh water to be found in ir, 
except ;in a few places by the fea-fide: but Pro­
vidence has fLlrnifhed a fupply to remedy that 
inconvenience; for there grows all over this 
iQand a fort of tree, which is pretty large, and 
fun of leaves, that are always green, and co­
vered with a little cloud that wets the leaves by 
ies dew, fo that a fine clear water diftills from 

them 
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them into little pails, which the inhabitants fet 
to catch it. This water falls in fuch quantities, 
that it not only abundantly fupplies the neceffity 
of the people, but it is fufficient a1fo to water 
the cattle. The Canaries in general are very 
fertile, and abound with wine that is tranfported 
into all parts of the world. On the right-hand 
of thofe iOands, about 100 leagues off, the ma­
riners very often perceived an iOand named St. 
Raranora, inhabited, they fay, by Chrifl:ians; 
but no man can tell of what denomination they 
are, nor what language they fpeak. The Spa­
niards have often attempted to enter it1 but 
could never find the way; which has raifed an 
opinion in the pecple, that it is an inchanted 
Wand. 

On the 21ft they faw St. Vincent's, and the 
next morning anchored in the bay. Here they 
fpent ten days cruifing in hopes of meeting with 
their confort, but in vain; which [0 dilheartened 
the crew, that Capt. Clipperton found it diffi­
cult to perfuade them to continue the voyage 
for the Straits of Magellan. without wine or 
brandy to keep up their fpirits in that uncom­
fortable navigation. Some are of opinion, that 
thefe ii1ands were called Green IOands from 
the Green Cape of Africa, over.againft: which 
'they lie; others, becaufe the fea that furrounds 
them is fo covered with a green herb, chat you 
can hardly fee the water; nor can ihips fail 
through it. but with a iliff gale of wind. It: 
produces berries, much like white goofeberries; 

but 
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but without tafte. Nobody can tell how it 
grows; for there is no ground where it ftoats· 
upon the water, and it cannot come from the 
bottoffi7 the fea being in many places unfathom­
able. 

On the til: of April they left St. Vincent's~ 
and on the 29th of May they had an obferva~ 
tion, and found themfelves in lat. 52 deg. J 5 
min .. S. being then off Cape Virgin Mary, the 
north point of the entrance of the Straits of 
Magellan. The next day they entered the 
Straits, and fent their pinnace on fuore on the 
main~ to a frelli-water river, which was at this 
time frozen up. They faw large flocks of geefe 
and ducks, but very fuyo The furgeon's mate, 
by forne accident, was left on lhore; and next 
morning, when brought aboard, was near dead 
with cold. They anchored at Queen Elizabeth's 
liland, and found great plenty of fmallage, 
which was of infinite fervice to thofe fick of the 
fcurvy. They eat it raw, boiled it in theIr 
foups, and kept the juice of it in bottles. They 
met with plenty of wild-fowl and fhell-fifh, 
filled their calks with water, and continued their 
courfe. On the 2zd they anchored in a fine 
bay,. which, from its depth, they called No. 
bottom Bay. The trees were high, loaded with 
fnow, and exhilDited a mofr aftoniibing profpeCt. 
On the 29th came a canoe, with four Indians. 
They were of a middle ftature, dark com­
ple8:ion, their faces broad and round, low fore­
heads, black hair very lank and {hort, with no 

doathi!1g~ 
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doathing, except a piece of fkin to cover their 
middles. What feemed moft remarkable, was 
a circle round their wrifh, of a bright azure. 
It feems thefe favages are extremely jealous of 
their women; for, notwithftanding all that could. 
be faid to them, they would not permit a wo­
man, who was of their party, to eome on board. 
Bougainville, and the Engli!h voyagers whQ 
lately paffed the Straits, make the fame obferva­
tioD. Capt. Clipperton ordered them bread and 
deefe, and a dram of brandy, though it was 
very fcaree. The former they eat very heartily, 
or rather greedily j but the latter they could not 
he prevailed upon to cafre. They had bows and 
arrows, and forne fifhing.tackle along with them. 
After about two hours fray, they rowed alhore. 
making figns that - they would come again. 
The next day the pinnace was fent alhore, and 
returned in the evening with the Indian canoe 
bden with mufcles, which the Indians had ex­
changed for bread, Iwives, and other triBes~ 
In the beginning of the month of July they 
found the weather moderate. Thefe natives 
were a harmlefs people; one of the crew. being 
Left on fuore. lived with them two nights and a 
day~ and was very kindly treated by them; 
which ihews~ that, if they are well ufed, they 
are not treacherous. All this time their !hip's 
company were very fickly, and [carce a day 
paffed but fome one or other died. On July 8: 
they buried their mafl:er-gunner. They caufedl 
2. thong plank 1:0 be driven at the head of his 

grave~ 
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grave, on which was the following infcription = 
" Mr. William Pridham, gunner of the Sucrefs, 
U deceafed July 7, 17 19. in this Strait, and lies 
U buried here." On the 20th Capt. Mitchell and 
Lieut. Davidfon went in the pinnace to Terra 
del Fuego, in order to make difcovery of the 
paffage that a French Tartan is faid to have went 
through into the Somh Sea, May ! 7 [3, and to 
fee if there was any anchoring beyond Cape 
~lad. On the 29th they returned, having 
found the paffage, but fo narrow, that it was 
judged hazardous to go that way. They found 
likewife feveral good bays to the north- weft of 
Cape Quad to anchor in. The Indians brought 
them a fe-aI, which they broiled and roafted, 
and faid it eat like venifon. 

Auguft I, they refolved to profecute their 
voyage thro' the Straits, which, with much dan­
ger and difficulty, they accompliilied. A ug. 18, 
they arrived in the Somh Seas, but fo weak, 
that it was impoffible to undertake any thing 
immediately; they therefore freered direCtly for 
the il1and of ] uan Fernandez, the third and laft 
place of rendezvous, where they arrived Sept. 7, 
aod fearched diligently in hopes of finding fome 
token of the Speedwell, but to no manner of 
purpofe. According to his inf1ruClions, Clip­
perton continued to cmiCe a full month, and, 
before he took his departure, ordered an infcrip4 
tion to be cut on a remarkable tree fronting 
the landing-place; to that it was impoffible for 
any {hip's crew to come ailiore, and not fee 

it, 
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It. The infcription thus: " CAPTAIN JOHN 
~, W. MAG EE, 1719." This "William Magee 
was furgeon on board the Succeis; was well­
known to Capt. Shelvock, and all the ihip's 
company, and therefore his name was made 
choice: of- rarher than the Captain's, for a blind 
in cafe the infcription fhouJd be read by the 
Spaniards. Here the fick were fet afhore, and 
every means llfed for their recovery; but the 
very thoughts of b~ing without any cordial to 
comfort them, dejected them exceffively. The 
weather waS changeable; abundance of rain fell ; 
and they had alfo .fame hard gales of wind. 
They toJk goats in plenty,. which not. only 
ferved them for the prefem, but likewife in­
trea1ed their fea ftore, having falted .a great 
number with falt they found on the if1and ready" 
made. They likewife wooded and watered, and 
dearredtheir iliip, ready for action in the South­
Seas, where it was now vifib1e they were to 
cruife alone; fot Clipperton was of opinion the 
Speed well was loft; or at leafr he gave ont fo, 
to pacify his company, who were continually 
curfing Capt. Shelvock for tunnihg away with 
their liquors. One thing remarkabl~ was, the 
beauty and fertility of this Wand, added to the 
ftories they had heard of others, tempted four 
bf Clipperton's men, with a view of remaining 
there, to betake themfelves to the mountains~ 
where two of them were made prifoners by the 
goat-hunters, who were forced to fire at them 
feveral times before they would furrender. 

Vo~. II. P Octob(f 
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iOctober 7, they prepared to fail; and, in the 

n:ean time, Captain Mitchdl went on !hore, to 
ft,t up a crofs already cut for that purpofe, at the 
foot of which he buried a bottle, in which was 
co!!tained a letter for Captain Shelvock, direct­
ing another place of rendezvous, and fame pro­
per fignal to know each other by at fea. At 
t:ight in the morning they weighed from. the 
il1and of Juan Fernandez, and left their two men 
in pofldlion of it, of whom more hereafter. 

After leaving this iJJand, Captain Clipperton 
failed nonhw~rd, till he was in the parallel of 
Lima, where 'he intended to act, though he was 
nO.IN in a very ind,ii~erent condition, having loft 
thIrty men hnce hIs pailing the Equator; and 
the remainihg crew expreffing fame uneafinefs in 
.relation tdplunder, he caufed a paper to be fix­
ed to the main-maO:, which was affented to by 
the whole i11ip's cC?mpany. 

011: OCtober 25, they gave chace to a {mall 
velIe!, and took her. ' Being their firft prize, {he 
WqS an ill ornen of their future ftlccefs. She was 
a fnow of 40 tons, laden with [and and rubbifh 
for manure, had feven Indians and two negroes 
on board; and all the captors could find worth 
taking, was two jars of eggs, as much treacle, 
2nd a couple of pieces of eight in ready money. 
The next day, they met with a fuip called the 
Sr. Vincent, of 150 toos, laden with wood from 
Guiaquil, with two friars, fixteen Indians, and 
four negroes aboard. On the 30th, they took a 
large !hip called rhe Trinjty~ of 400 tons, taken 

by 
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by f'::~1p(:lin Rogers when he plundered Guiaquil 
ten years before. She had a great many paffefl­
gers on board, and a c:ugo of confiderable value. 

On Nov. 2, they took another prize, of 70 
tons, with the Countefs of Laguna and feveral 
other paffengers on board, a great deal of m:mey, 
and upward~ of 400 jars of wine and brandy, 
articles very much wanted. Captain Clipperton 
defired the Counters to make her choice, either 
to flay on board the prize, or accept of the ac­
commodations they were able to afford her on 
board the Succers. She chofe the former; and 
the Captain fent an officer with !triel: orders to 

fuffer nobody to enter her cabbin but her own 
domeflics: he like wife appropriated a part of 
the wine and brandy found on board the prizes 
for the ufe of his feamen, to whom, no doubt, it 
was a welcome refreUlment. 

He had already detach'ed feveral officers, ang 
above a third part of his company, to take care 
of his prizes; . and yet was aseager to take more, 
as if, infl:ead of a privateer weakly manned, he 
had commanded a [quadran of {hips of war. On 
the 12th he difcovered, at fome diftance, a Lon. 
don.built pink, of 200 tons, laden with wood, 
named the Rofario, the M~fter of which being a 
very cunning feHow, foonfaw the error that Clip­
perton had committed, and refolved to take ad. 
vantage of it. He gueifed, by the number of 
prizes, that many men could not be tent 011 

board his {hip; and, having about a dozen pat· 
fengers, he diretl:ed them, under [he command 

p z or 
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of a FW1Ch boatfwain, to hide themfelvcs in the 
hold, with orders, on his making a certain fignal~ 
to feize as many of the Engliih as came down; 
a[furiflg them, that he, with the {hip's company, 
would be able to manage the ref(. As foon as 
the {hip ftruck, Captain Clipperton fent Lieu­
tenant Serjeantfon, with eight men, to take PO[3 

femon. of her; who, as ioon as he came on board, 
ordered all that appeared into the great cabjn~ 
and Dbc<~d a centinel at the door of it, Think­
ing ~very thing fecure, and not in the leaft ap­
prehenfive of danger, he with fome of his men 
went into the hold to fee what was in the fhip ~ 

on which the paffengers, who were concealed~ 
fallied out, knocked moft of them down, and 
the French boatfwain, coming behind Mr. Ser. 
jeantfon, knocked him down likewife, and then 
odtred them to be all bound. The Spaniards 
in the great cabin fecured the c('minel ; and, hav­
ing thus recovered their H.\ip, made inftantly for 
the !hore, where their own company and the 
prifoners were an in equal danger of peri!hina ~ 

b, 

whir.:h the Captain no [ooner perceived, than he 
ordered the Engliib to be unbound; and, by 
good fortune every mqn efcaped upon the rocks, 
againft viThich the Spaniard in his eagernefs had 
run his 'leffel, and againfl: which !he was dallied 
to pieces. LieutenJnt Serjeantfon and his peo-

1 - . ' p.e were teemed, and rent pnfoners to Lima. 
T.he Vi.ceroy of Peru was rio fconer acquainted 
with thIS gallant aCtion, than he ordered a new 
Wip to be built at Guiaquil for the Captain, and 

ta~ed 
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taxed the traders towards the expenee of her? 
intending this as a reward for the fervice he had 
rendered the public, and hoping thereby to en~ 

.courage others to behave as nobly. On the ar~ 
rival of the prifoners at Lima, they were clafdy 
examined; and one of them gave a full account 
of every thing he knew, particularly of the two 
men left opon the ifiand of Juan Fernandez, 
p.nd of the bottle with a letter in it; upon 
which, the Viceroy ordered a fmall veffel to be 
fitted out~ to fetch both the one and the otheri' 
which was accordingly performed. 

It was not tiH the 20th that Captain Clipper~ 
ton perceived that his laft prize was retaken; 
when, canfideriFlg what was beft to be done, he 
prudently determined to fet his Spanifh prifbners 
at liberty, as well to fave provifions, which, at 
that time, he could very ill [pare, as that their 
good ufage might be fpeedily known, and re­
turned to fuch of his men as were in the 
~nemy's power. 

Accordingly, on the 27th, they came to an 
anchor with all their prizes, at the ifland of La 
Plata, and, in his way, took another prize, call­
ed the Cayetan, of 200 tons, having on board 40 

negroes, and 30 Spaniards, moft of them palfen­
gers. Here the Captain began feriouOy to can. 
fider how he fhould make the maft of this ex­
pedition for his owners, as well as himfelf, and 
his company. He knew that all the coaft was 
alarmed; and that two men of war, one of fifty, 
and one of thirty guns, were fitted out on pur-

pofe 
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pofe to take him: he was fenfible, that the 
goods he had on board were not hkely to be 
ranfomed in that part of the world; and that 
they would prove mere drugs. if brought into 
this; and thereive laid all thefe things toge. 
ther; and, refleCting on a propofirion made by 
Captain Woods Hogers, to fend a cargo of 
fnch prize-goods to Brazil, he refolved to try 
the experiment; and, accordingly, he fitted out 
the bark in which he took the Countefs of La­
guna; mounted her with eight guns; and, 
putting on board of her thirteen hnglilbmen, 
and ten negroes, with what provifions and other 
neceffaries he could fpare, he rem her with a 

cargo of European commodities, valued at 
10,000 pounds, for Brazi1~ under the command 

of Captain Mitchell, .his fecond in command. 
As foon as he was gone, the Captain parted with 
all his other prizes, prefenting them to the Spa­
niili prifoners, after taking out: of them what 
he thought valuable, and detaining only the 
Captain of one of them for his pilot, and all the 
negroes; after which he failed from that ifland, 
in order to cruize in his former ftation. 

December 12, they faw a fail about five in 
the evening, and, at feven~ took her. She was 
called the Rofary, and laden with provifions. 
The launch and pinnace were all the next day 
employed in bring!ng on board the cargo, and 
having got out of her as much as they could 

ftow, they cut her main-mall by the board} left 
{h.e 
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!be fhould overfet, and fo let her go. The pri­
foners informed them that the men taken by the 
Rofario were fent to Lima by land. On the 27th 
they looked into Guanchaco bay, and found 
two 111ips at anchor. They fired a iliot at each, 
but they made no return. Sending then their 
boats aboard, they found them abandoned, and 
could difcover nothing left, except fome bread, 
and a few jars of water. They hung out a flag 
of truce, and fired two guns at half an hour's 
interval, hoping they would have come aboard 
to ranfom their !hips. They were anfwered 
from thore; but no boat coming, they waited 
till next day, and then fet them on fire. 

It was now refolved to bear away for refrefh­
ment to the Gallapagos iOands, where they 
might remain unmolefted till the alarm of their 
being in thofe feas fuould be over; and, ac­
cordingly, put their defign in execution. On 
January 9, [720, they anchored on the north 
fide of the Duke of York's iOand, immediately 
under the EquinoCtial, where they found good 
water, and cleaned their {hip, which confirms 
the account given by Captain Cowley, though 
Captain Rogers could not find the place. 

On the 2 lit of January they obferved a fail, 
and about eleven at night came up with her; 
and. on firing of their firft gun, rne {huck. 
She was caUed the Prince Eugene, and had on 
board the Marquis de Villa Roche, and all his 
family, who were going to Lima. 

On February 26th, a Spaniard dying of a 
wound 
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wound he had received at the taking this {hip, 
the Marquis de fired he might be buried accord­
ing to their ceremonies; which was granted. 
When the office for the dead had been perform­
!:d. and the corpfe thrown. over-board, with a 
large bag of ballaft tied at his feet, the Spaniards 
crying thrice, as their cuftom is on fuch occa_ 
fiaD, Bon Voiage, 1. e. a good voyage, the 
body, to tbe admiration of everyone, prefently 
floated, and continued floating as' far as they 
could fee it, which the Marquis concluded td. 

be an ill omen, and declared that tome furprif­
ing accident would be the confequenc't. 

On March 8, a prieft, who was on board the 
Prince Eugene, ddired leave to go on ihore all 

rhe iOand of Velas; which was granted, on his­
promifing to perfuade the inhabitants to drive 
fame black cattle to the {bore, in order to ex­
change theh1 for what goods they liked beft. 
On the 16th, he returned with four head of 
black cattle, forne fowls; and fruit, ~s a prefent;. 
to the Marquis; but at the fame time declared,. 
that the Governor would not fuffer the inhabi-. 
rants to tt.lde. He raid, Captain Mitchell had 
been afhore there, and had iliat fame of their 
cattle; but that 200 men appearing under arms,. 
they had forced him to retire. The next day 
fome letters ftom the Marquis were intercepted, 
very little to his honour, fince they tended to 
ftir up the people to furprife, and fecure the 
boat when it came next aihore to water .. Upon 
this, Captain Clipperton confined him for fame 

. days~ 
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days; yet, on the 20th, he allowed both the 
Marquis and his lady to go aihore, leaving their 
only child aSlD hoftage. 

On April 14-, the Marquis, his lady, and the 
Governor, came aboard; and, an agreement be .. 
Jng made for (heir ranfom, (be lady and child 
were fent on ihore, and (be Marquis only re­
mained as an haft age. In this tranfaCtion Clip­
pertori appears to have been outwitted by this 
nobleman, who bafely broke his word, and pro­
voked the crew for trufting him. On April 
20th, they anchored in the gulph of Amapala ~ 
and, not being able to water there; repaired to 
the iflarid of Tigers, where they did it with 
great eafe. On J dne 4, they failed to Gorgona 
on thefame errand, and were well fupplied. On 
fhe 2<$th, they made prite a fetond time of the 
St. Vincent, now commanded by Don Clement 
ae Andrado, laden with timber and cocoa-nuts~ 
On Auguft 1 I, they anchored, vlith their prize, 
at the ifland of Lobos de la Mar, where they fet 
up tents on the iliore, [crubbed and cleaned 
their !hip, and where the crew talked over theit.' 
affairs, till they began to think them defperate4 
SometirrJes they reflected on the Captain, for 
pretending to remain in thefe [eas without their 
confort; at oiher tiri1es, they blamed him for 
giving in to the Spanifu Marquis'S projecl: for 
ranfoming his ihip, which, they believed, would 
never be performed: and, now-and. then, the 
fu,ip's corporal, one James Roch, a bold, bufy£ 
intriguing fellow, threw in fame ay infinuatiollSli 

Yw ... 1'16. 9-;:., ilh@,gll 



114 CAPTAIN CLIPPERTON's VOYAGE. 
thar,if they muft go through fuch hardfhips, 
it was better they mould do it for their own' 
fakes, than for other peoples; and one Jofeph 
Maynard, the boatfwain's mate, pu01ing things 
frill further, a plot was at laft formed for feizing 
the, Captain.' the reft of [he officers, and run­
ning away with the fnip. They likewife agreed, 
[hat, when their defign 'was brought to bear, 
the officers fuould be fet on HIOre on the iOarid 
of Lobos, and an who afterwards oppofed them 
Ihot without mercy. This wicked combination, 
11Owever, was happily di(covered, tl1e two ring­
leaders feverely punifhed, and thereft pardoned; 
by \'vhi(:h 'Nifecondu{t the confpiracy was fup· 
Veiled, On the 17th they took a fiihing-boat, 
with a large quantity of falt-filh well cured; 
but found the St. Vincent, which they had left 
at an anchor under the iDancl of Lobos, driven 
a!hore, and funk: here they put thirty-eight 
Spanifh pri!oners on board the fifhing-boat, and 
ftm them av.rJ,Y. 

I>Jov. R, they entered the bay of Conception; 
where, miffing a prize that outfailed them, they 
bore away for Coquimbo, and took a !hip laden 
with tobacco, fugar, and doth, in their paff?ge~ 
On the 6th, in the afternoon, they opened that 
harbour. where they law three men-of"war lying) 
with their top-fails Ioofe; and thefe 110 foonet 
fpied them; than they cut their cables, and 
flood after them, The Succefs hauled clofe on 
a wind, ~nd the prizedid the fame; upon whic~ 
the Spamfh man-of·war that' failed beft gave 

chace 
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<:hace to the latter, and took her. The other 
two !hips crouded all the fail they could to come 
up with the Succefs, but !he omfailing them, 
made her efcape. In the Spanifh prize rhey 10ft 
their third Lieutenant, Mr. James Lvlilr;e, :::nd 
twelve of their beft men. The Captain who 
took him was the famous Don BIas de Leffi), 
Governor of Carthagena, when attacked by Ad ~ 
miral Vernon. Don Bias treated his pdoncr a. 
little roughly at firft, being enraged to find he 
had miffed the Englifh privateer, and only re­
taken a Spani1h prize; and, in the firft tranfpoft 

'of his pamon, {huck Mr. MIlne on the head 
with the flat of his [word; but, when he came 
to himfelf, he fent for him, and, finding him 
fhippedby his foldiers, generoufiy afKed his 
p~rdon, ordered him a new fuit of cloaths, and 
kept him for fome time on board his !hip. He 
afterwards procured his liberty at Lima, paid 
or his paffage to Panama, whr;;re he gave him a 

jar of brandy, and another of wine, for his fea­
jl:ores, put 200 pieces of eight in his pod-cet, 
and rent him to England. This unlucky acci~ 
dent of lofing their prize revived the ill h~lmOlJrS 
among Clipperton's men, who did not indeed 
plot again, but became exceedingly dejeaed. 
On the 16th they faw another fail, and gave 
chace, which, after a few guns fired on both 
fides, bore away, being a clean ibip, and kft 
them, which proved a lucky e[cape; for this 
was likewife a fhip of force, fitted out to t<1ke 
Capt. Shelvock, and commanded. by one Ficz~ 

Q. 2. gerald~ 
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gerald, who, knowing this was not Sbelvock~$ 
:1hip, and doubting what ftrength {he might be 
of, had no great ftomach to engqge her. Tbere 
repeated difappointments, as they broke the 
fpirits of his j:rew, fo they had a very bad ef-: 
feCt on Capt. Clipperton himfelf, who began 
now to betake himfelf to drinking; and, as thili 
vice generaily grows upon people under misfor:.. 
tunes, he drank at Iaft to fuch an qcefs, that he 
was hardly ev~r quite cool or fo@er. It wa~ 
chiefly owing to this unhappy praCtice, that he 
fell into many errors in his future conduct. 
They were now in want of provifions, and they 
:refolved to continue cruifing to the north, to 
feek a fupply. In this cruife they had but in­
different fl1ccefs; and, therefore, on the 27th, 
~hey fet afhore their Spanifi1 prifoners, arld thel1 
determined to go on~e more to the Gallapago~ 
in order to refrelli. In their paffage to thefe 
ifiands, they began to fufpeCt fome error in their 

. log-line; and, upon meafuring, found it three 
fathoms too iliort. ' 

On the 4th of December, they loft their pur­
fer; and the fame day found themfelves very 
near the Gallapagos iQancis, but cpllld find nQ 
anchoring-place, nor any fre{h",water~ though 
they had found a fine road on their firH vilit, 
which gave She1vo!=k occafion to charge ~lipper­
ton with want of :{kill; they therefore ma:de th~ 
beft way they could to the IDe of Cocoas, where 
they hoped certainly to get fame fiih, fowl, and 
~oc:oa-nuts~ !110ft of their people being veryficl\; 

. and. 
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~nd weak, On the J 7th in the morning they 
came in fight of it, which filled them with in­
e~preffible joy. On the 18th, all that could be 
[pared went on fuare to build a kind of booth 
for the reception of ~heir fick, wQO were all can'.'? 
yenientJy lodged p The Captain opened here the 
laft caf1~ of brandy for the ufe of the {hip's com­
pany( and gave every man a dram a day; and?c 
on N ewo Year's-day, he allowed a gallon of {trong,' 
beer to every l1l~fs; and, by h<).ving here plenty 
of nouriiliing food and much eate, the crew 
began to recover, and were able to wood and 
water, though with Q.1uch difficulty, 

On the 17th of January, 1741, the Captain 
made the neceffary difpofitions for failing; but~ 
when they came to mufter the mep, there were 
po ief!> than eleven miffing, thrte Englilhmen. 
~nd eight negroes, who chofe rather to remaill 
in this unfreqqented if).and, than continue ex­
pofed to dangers and fatigues on board, ancl tQ 

their living conftantly at fhort '1l1owan~e. 
On the 75th, they arrivecl on the coal1 of 

. Mexico, where, di[covering a fail, they fen~ 
their pinnace to give her chace; to whom fhe 
inftantly ftruck. She provt:d to be Jefu Mariap 

commanded by Capt. Shelvock , and the accoUIlt: 
he gave was, That he h<).d no more th~n forty 
men alive, the reft being all de'ld, or difperfed, 
th<lt he had loft the Speedwell at J U<ln FernlJ.n,­
tiez, where they bqilt a bark. out of the wreck. ~ 
f;hat they had coafted along Chili and Peru, till 
fh!!y. faIlle to rifcQ, n.ear ,J:..im~~ whe~e they to.ho~, 

t Ii' 
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this prize; that they had no regular command 
among them; that they had chofen a quarter­
maller, carrying every thing by a majority of 
votes; and that they had quite broken their ar­
ticles with their owners, and had ihared all 
among themfelves. 

On the 17th, Captain Shelvock came aboard, 
being fent· for by Captain Clipperton and the 
agent, to give an account of his tranfaCtions. 
The boat brought Mr. Dod, Lieutenant of rna· 
rines, having been ufed very ill for his attach .. 
mem to the owners; at leafc fo he afferted, and 
was firmly bel ieved by Captain ClippertQ[l, and 
his officers. The next day Captain Shelvock 
fent on board them fix chefts of pitch and dam­
mer, and two barrels of tar, with fix Oabs of 
copper: Captain Clipperton [pared him twenty­
four-quarter-deck guns~ fome great iliot, a com­
pafs, and a few other neceffaries: his people 
pUfchafed cloaths. {hoes, hats, and other necef­
faries; and Mr. Hendrie the purfer, and Mr. 
Dod, continued in the Succe[s, defigning never 
more to fail with Shelvock. 

In the beginning of March, both time and 
place favouring, they determined to attempt the 
Manilla iliip, before ilie entered Acapulco. 

On the 13th, they again met Captain Shel. 
vock, and~ at a general confultation, agreed to 

make the attempt jointly. But, previous to the 
figning this agreement, it was propofed by Cap­
tain Clipperton to form a joint fiock, to bury 
~ll former mifcarriages in oblivion, and again to 

act 
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.aCt in concert for the good of the owners. This 
propofition was rejected by Captain Shelvock 
and his people, who did not care to part wid:\> 
what they poffeffed; upon which Captain Clip­
perton and his company, perceiving there was 
nothing to be expeCted from their confort, and 
that they were too weak of themfe1ves to effeCt: 
their purpofe, determined to fail direCUy to the 
Eaft-Indies, and inftantly put their refolution in 
execution, without waiting for or confulting' 
Captain Shelvock. -

The run from the coaft of Mexico to the 
ifiand of Guam, they performed in fifty-three 
days; and, May the 13th, anchored in the road 
of U matta,-from whence they rent their pin­
nace afhore, with a flag of truce, in order to 
Qbtain fome provifions, which met at firft with 
,a favourable reception, being told that, if they 
behaved civilly, and paid honeftly, they fhould 
be furnifhed with what the Wand could afford. 
Soon afrer the launch arrived, and brought on 
board [orne cattle, bread, fugar, greens, palm­
wine, and brandy. from the Governor, with a 
J,arge quantity of chocolate. In return for 
which, his health was drank by the whole {'nip's 
crew, under a [alvo of [even guns: this was the 
~aft aCt of civility that pafTed between them. 

On the 18th of May, their prifoner, the Mar. 
quis de Ville Roche, went alliore, in company 
with the agent, the firft lieutenant and doCtor, 
having previollfiy agreed with the Governo~ 
~bout his ranfom~ Our launc.h was employed 
, 1i~ 
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fix days in brino-ing vlOad, water, and provifioti 

. b 

aboard; during which timt:1 the Governor de-
fired he might have fame arms and ammunition 
in eKchange: accordingly Captain Clipperton 
fent him twelve fuzees, three jars of powder, 
fixey rollnd fhot~ four pair cf piftoIs; beudes 
cutlaffes, long [words, and dagger~. The2sth; 
they received a letter; in which the Governor 
demanded the Marquis's jewels, fome confecrat .. 
ed plate, and two negroes, being Chtiftians, 
and fubjeCl:s to the King of Spain; as a1fo a 
certificate, under the Captain and office(s hands, 
that peace was proclaimed, detaining Mr. God.,; 
frey and Mr. Pritty till all this was performed.; 
The Captain returned for anfwer, that the 
Solid ad, the 1aft prize taken on the coaft of 
Chili, declared there was p.eace between En,g .. 
land and Spain; bur, withal, affured the Go­
vernor, that, ifhe did not, in twenty-four hours-; 
:knd the ranfom with the two gentlemen, he 
would demohih the houfes upon the {hore, burn 
the !hip in the harbour, and do all the mifchid" 
he could at the Philipp'ine j,Oands. , 

After this declaration, hoftilitiescomfi1enced 
on both fides. The ,people on ,fuore had raired 
a battery from whence they fired at the pinnace. 
The fhip ran a-ground between two fires, one 
from th~ battery over their heads,~ and another 

. from the fhip in the harbour. In endeavourino- tei 

get their fhip off, they ran foul of the ro~ks. 
The enemy fired fo warmly with ftones and {hot; , 
t.ha~ they fuffer~d extremely In their hull and 

riggin~ 
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rigging. They had three men wounded, be· 
fides the misfortune of loring Mr. Davidfon~ 
theil' 6dt Liemenant, who was an honeD: man~ 
and a good officer. 

1n this emergency, the Captain being over· 
come with liquor, the officers figned a paper in­
demnifying Mr. Cook for taking upon him the 
command. They cleared away the hold, ready 
to ftart their water, to make the fuip lighter; and 
got their upper and lower-deck glHls forward, 
to bring her by the head, the iliip hanging abaft 
on the rock. 

During the lall twenty.four hours, they had 
happily only one man wounded; but the i11ip was 
vlretchedly torn and mangled between wind and 
water. The 30th, at fix in the afternoon, the iliip 
floating, they cut away the yawl, fb~ being funk 
with the fuot; the other boats were much da­
maged; they hove to their fmall bower) then 
cur it away, and the other two hawfers, and rent 
thdr pinnace a-head, to tow the !hip off. J uft 
as they got afloat, the enemy fired fo fmartly 
from the new battery, that their mot raked them 
through between wind and water, killing one of 
their people, and wounding two others. They 
loft both their bow-anchors and cables~ the flem 
and kedge anchors, four hawfers, four of their 
lower-deck guns, and nineteen barrels of powder. 
two men kiHed, and fix wounded, having frood. 
for no lefs than fifty hours a fair mark for the 
enemy to fire at; and, if they had not got cleJr, 
it was believed they would have been funk before 

VOL. n. R mornjn~, 
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morning. At ten in the forenoon they brought 
to, and began to [plice their rigging, not a rope 
of which efcaped a fuot. Their carpenters were 
employed in fixing the mails and yards, and the 
relt of their people in fixing the rigging. At fix 
in the afternoon they wok their departure, leav­
ing Mr. Godfrey and Mr. Pritty in the hands of 
the enc:niy. This was certainly one of the worft 
errors comIT:ineci by Clipperton; for he :lhould 
neve!" have quitted the Marquis, without having 
the ran (om in his hands. 

On the 24th of June, they were in fight of the 
Bafhee ID.ands; and, on the 1aft day of the month, 
they faw the ifland·rnoals of Prata. 

On the I ft of J u1y, they'fell in with other 
ifhnds, and paffed ieveral boats that were fifhing, 
though no fuch iflands are laid down in any chart. 
They anchored under one of thefe iQands, and 
dii"patfhed their pinnace for intelligence; but not 
belOg able to learn their comfe to I"lacao, nor to 
get a pilot, they determined to fail for Arney; 
before which port they arrived on the 5th in the 
evening, but were afraid to enter it in the night, 
and therefore plied off and on tin day.·light. 
They took notice of a great number of [oakes 
in the rea, which were brought down by the ri~ 
vel's that empry themftlves on that coaa. In 
the evening of the 6th of July> they entered the 
port, and 'were wen pleafed to find themfelves 
once more in a place where they might hope to 
obtain refrdhments, and to be able to repair 

" ,their i11ip; but they were no fooner anchored in 
this 
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this port, than they had 10 cufrom-houfe officers 
put on board them. The firll: thing th:::fe cuf· 
tom-houfe officers demanded was, what the fbip 
was reputed to be, and what bufinefs [he had 
there. Captain Clipperton anfNered, the fhip 
belonged to the King of Great Britain, and that 
1he put in there by Hrefs of weather, in order to 
obtain provifions and neceffaries. Next morn~ 
ing, the men mutinied, and inGued on being 
immediately paid their prize-money. 1\11'. Tay­
lor, to whom we are indebted for this account, 
interpofing, one Edward Boreman told him, he 
had beft ddift, unlds he had a mind to have a 
brace of balls through his head. Mr. Cook, 
who commanded in the affair of Guam, and who 
fLlcceeded Mr.Davidfon as Firft Lieutenant, now 
demanded thirty £hares, in right of his office; in 
which he was fupported by the men. Captain 
Clipperton, and the reft of the ollic_ers, feeing 
the turn things were likely to take, were very 
defirous, that fome allowance lh.ou]d b,e made to 
the officers that were taken pri[oners, and to 

Mr. Hendry and r'vir. Dod, who joiqed rheIn 
from the Speedwell; but the men would hear 
of no fueh allowances. Whilft thefe difputes 
lafted, [orne took it into their heads to go 4f.hore, 
without afking leave; and, ",,,hen . Captain Clip_ 
perton would have correcred them, the whole 
company declared on their fide, and prevented 
it. After this, all things fell into confuGon : 
the men refufed to work till they had their 
pri~e-money; and, llpon com,plaint, a guard of 

R ~ foldiers 
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foldiers was fent on board. with a peremptory 
order from the Mandarin to Caprai:1 Clipperton 
to comply. 

On September! 6, the diftribution was made; 
and no allowance being referved for {ucn as were 
taken prifoners, ,the reprefentatives of thole who 
were dead, or the two gentlemen who had ferv­
ed on board the Speed'J'lell, the prize-money of 
a fore<maft~man I{'as 419 dollars. According to 
this diftribution, the owners {hare in ready mo~ 
ney, v;rought filver, gold, and jewels, amounted 
to between 6 and 7000 L fieding. which Cap~ 
cain Clipperton caufed to be immediately put on 
board a Fortuguefe Eaft-Indiaman, called the 
Queen of Angels, Don Francifco !a Vero Com­
mander, which ihip was unfortunately burnt at 
Rio Janeiro, on the COlft of Brafil~ June 6) 17 2 2. 

So that of thefe effeCts the owners received no 
more, the charges of falvage ded llCted, than 
1800. 

On September 30, they weighed anchor from 
the bay of Amoy, which lies in the province of 
Tonkin, after having paid, under the article of 
port charges, the moil: exorbitant fum of 1700 

dollars; and then proceeded to Macao, in the 
road of which they anchored, OCt. 4. As foon as 
Capt. Clipperton entered the POrt, he faimed the 
fortrefs; which compliment being returned, he 
went on iliore, and found there the Captain of the 
Portuguefe man·of.war, who had undertaken to 
carry what belonged to the owners to Brafil. 
~he mutinous crew found themfelves at a 10fs 

here.'!, 
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her'::, the' Portuguefe Captain declaring abfolute­
Iy In favour of their C::"ntnander; and, there. 
fore, Cap[ain Cook~ and another officer, took 
pail age to Canton, to confllit Mr. Winder, fu­
percargo to an Eaft-Indiaman, and fan to one 
of the principal proprietors, as to the meaful'es 
which fuould be taken about carrying the Sue­
cds home; and, upon their return, the {hip was 
furveyed, condemned, and 10ld for 4,000 dollars: 
but Capt, Clipperton, to {hew his opi,nion of her, 
agreed with the perfons who bought her, for his 
palIage in her to Batavia; a plai'1 indication, 
that the;'e was no danger of her foundering at 
fea. The fuip b.;ing f:)ld, every man thO~lght 
himfeIf at liberty to !hifr as well as he could, 
and to ufe his beft endeavour to fave what little 
was left him. They were, by this time, fatisfied, 
that Captain Mitchell, his crew, and cargo, were 
all gone to the bottom, or elfe fallen into the 
hands of the Spaniards; which was to them pret­
ty much the fame thing; and, therefore, what 
they had now in po!Teffion WaS all they had to 
e~pett. Twenty of them, however, who had 
agre~d to give fix dollars a-piece for a pailage 
in a Chinefe velIel to Canton, were taken by a. 
pirate, and moft of them loft all their effe&s. 
After a iliort ftay at Macao, Mr. Taylor, the 
chief mate, got fafe to Canton in an armed boat, 
for which he, and the reft of the Englifh fea­
men that ihid with him, paid 20 dollars a·head: 
and when they arrived, they were well received, 
and promifed all imaginable affiftance towards 

- getting 
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getting home. There were, at this time, feveral 
fhips there ready to [ail. The Captains of thefe 
veffds being folicited by the faCtory to take 
Captain Clipperton's men on board, they met, 
and agreed to carry them to Great Britain for 
five pounds a man; and acwrdingly they all 
p-aid their money. Mr. Taylor arrived fafelyat 
Batavia in the month of December" failer! from 
thence to the Cape of Good Hope i;1 February, 
came to St. Helena in March, and~ in M;;;y 1722, 

arrived in London. The reft of the fhlp's com­
pany returned, fome fooner, fame later, as op­
portunities offered; but, as for Capt. Mitchdl, 
who was fent to BraGl with a fmall crew, he w~s 
never heard of, anel moft probably was dellroy­
ed on the il1and of Vdas, where he went afuore 
for the fake of getting freih provifions. 

Captain Clipperton failed in the Succefs, after 
fhe was fold, as a paffenger, from .Macao to BaQ 

tavia; from whence he procured a paffage home 
in a Dutch Eafdndia (hip, and arrived, in the 
beginning of July, 1722, at Galway, in heland, 
where he died in 1efs than a week of a broken 
heart. 

Thus er:ded the unfortunate voyage of Cap­
tain Clipperton; that of Captain Shelvock re­
mains to be related. 

THE 



THE 

v o y A G E 
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CAPTAIN SHELVOCK 

R 0 U N D T. HEW 0 R L D. 

W E have already given an account, in the 
introduction'to the preceding voyage, of 

the motives that influenced the owners to under. 
take it, and of the difficulties and difcourage­
ments that attended the firft fetting o.ut, It re­
mains now only to relate the proceedings of 
Captain Shelvock, the fecond in command, who 
has himfelf been very circumftantial in laying 
before the public the following particulars. 

On the 13th cf February, 1719, we failed 
from Plymouth, in company with the ;Succefs, 
of 36 guns, Captain John Clipperton, who, in 
confideration of his knowledge of the coafts and 
cuftoms of Chili, Peru, and Mexico, was to aCt 
as chief of the expedition. 

On the 15th, I came under his lee, complain­
ed of the cranknefs of my ihip, and deflred him 
to fend for his wine and brandy, which he neg­
lecting, loft his fea flock of liquors; for we 
never faw any thing of each other till about two 
years afterwards. 

Thurfday 
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Th urfday x 9, a flonn afofe, and about mid .. 
night a fea drove in our quarter and one of 
our fiern dead lights. For a confiderable time 
we were under apprehenfions of foundering; a 
fuccefIion of prodigious fcas drove over us; and 
in this melancholy frate, the chain pump was 
the only means of our deliverance. 

February 20, we had no fight of the Succefs, 
and at midnight fet the top-fails and ftood to the 
nonh,weilward. 

This Horm fo terrified my fuip's company, 
that no lefs than 70 of them were refolved upon 
bearing away for England, there to make com­
plaint againft the fhip. Bur, on the 23d, per­
ceiving their difcontent, I ordered them all on 
deck, and ufed what arguments with them I was 
mafter of, to encourage them to proceed; but 
all I could fay was but to little purpofe. They 
continued in their refolution to clap the helm a 
'weather; and grew to that height of infolence at 
Iaft, that I was obliged to call upon my officers 
to amit in bringing the mutineers to reafOl"!. For 
this end moft of them appeared armed; and the 
light of this fo {tarried the ringleaders, that they 
very fubmiffively beQ"Q:ed 1 would foro-ive them. 

C'L-' t:' , 

as I did, upon promife for the future to behave 
as became them. After this, feeing them inclin­
ed to be traCtable, I ordered them fome brandy, 
and they drank to our profperous voyage. But 
the very next evening, Simon Hatley, my fecond 
Captain, had like to have thrown every thing in­
to confufion, 'by telling me upon deck, before 

11}oft 
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moil: of the tbip's company. that he had privat:e 
orders from one of the chief of the gcmlemen 
adventurers, and Captain ~lipperton) to tak.:: the 
charge of the f\.ip upon himfdf I afl;;ecl him, if 
he had a private commi(Iion teo? but (0 dus he 
returned nothing but fxpreffions of contempt. 
This unfeamanlike behavioL'r, immediately after 
my feparation from my confort, laid me under a 
neceffity of behaving with 8.11 pomble circum~ 
fpettion, to prevent our being divided into par~ 
ties, which would infallibly frufcrate the ends of 
pur expedition, 

We had a very tedious pafia,ge to our firft place 
of rendezvous, the Canary Wands; and did not 
arrive there till the 17th of March, where having 
finilhed our cruife without anything remarkable" 
except taking an open boat with fale and wine" 
hearing nothing of the Succe(q, on March the 
29th, we took. our departure from the irland of 
Ferro, in hopes of meeting with Captain Clip­
perton among the iDands of Cape de Ver.:!, and 
we took our prize along with us. Bnt in our 
paffage, my people began again to rr:urmur; 
and one Turner Stevens, my gilnner, very 
gravely made a propofal to me, in the hearing 
of all the other officers, to go a cruifin g in the: 
Red Sea; for, faid he, there can be no harm in 
robbing thofe M ahometans ; but, as for the poor 
Span:ards, comin ued he, they are sood Chrifti.ans, 
and it wodd, doubtkfs, be a fin to injure them. 
Upon this, I ordered him under confinement; 
and the man, after that, having threatelled, in a 

Vl:H., II, S very 
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very outrageous manner, to blow up the fhip, 1:1 
at his own requeft, difcharged him as foon as we 
arrived, together with my chief mace, who had 
likewife been guilty of many and great mifde­
meanors. 

On the 14th of April, we made the Ine of May; 
and, running along 1110re, faw a wreck, which 
we were told was the Vanzittern Indiaman, Cap­
tain Hide, who three weeks before had been caft 
away. I endeavoure d to avail myfelf of this ac­
cident, to fupply the nece1faries we ftood in need 
of; but could procure nothing but two or three 
ibeathing-boards. At this place I fold our prize 
for 150 dollars to the Governor; and filled aU' 
our water,cagzs, and gave my fhip a very good 
heel. Six of my people having deferted, I apo 
plied in vain to the officer on ibore to deliver 
them up to me; but, threatening the Mafter of 
a Portuguefe {hip to make reprifals, he brought 
me off two of them, which happened to be the 
beft. They fell on their knees, and afked par~ 
don, affuring me the Commander on ibore had 
ieduced them, his defign being to fend the bark 
I fold him on the Van zit tern's wreck, w here he 
faid they might all make their fortunes; fo I loft 
the other four. 

Finding I could neither hear of the Succef~j 
nor get what might be ferviceable to us in this 
place, and having read in Frezier's voyage, . that 
in the Wand of St, Catherine's, on the coaft of 
Brafil, in latitude 27 deg. 30 min. S. every. 
thing might be had that we flood in need of, 1 

~on~ 
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concluded it would be beft for me to pm in 
there. 

April 20, we failed from the We of rvIay~ 
having wrenched the drum-head of our cap­
fiane in weighing anchor, which took us up the 
remainder of the day to repair. We were 55 
days in going to St. Catherine's, during which 
little remarkable happened; except that-pn June 
the 5th we faw a {hip ftemming with us, and 
fpoke wIth her. I ordered the five-oar'd boat 
to he hoiLted out, and rent Captain Hatley in 
her) to enquire after news, and gave him money 
to buy us tobacco. The Succefs, amongfi. other 
things, had got our ftock of tobacco, and had 
made what the ieamen call a weft-country famine 
on board of us. When Hatley returned, he 
~old me me was a Portuguefe from Rio Janeiro, 
and bound to Fernambuco. Inftead of tobacco, 
which he faid the £hip had none to .difpofe of, 
he had laid out my money in china ware, fweet­
meats, and the like; and, upon my expreffing 
my diifatisfatl:ion at his having fquandered away 
my money in fo filly a manner, his anfwer was., 
that he had laid out his own in the fame manner. 
My reply was, I did not like his proceedings. 

On Friday, June 19, we made tbe iOand of 
St. Catherine's; and at ten the next morning 
anchored in ten fathom water, the iOand of Gall 
bearing E. N. E. diftant two leagues, and the 
eaftermoft point of St. Catherine's E. and by S. 
diftant four leagues. The firft thing I did, was 
to fend the carpenter on thore, with all the 

S 2 people 
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people that could be ufeful to him in felling of 
nees, and fawing them into plank, and to order 
the cooper and his crew to trim the cal~s, and 
fill them with water. Thofe who remaIned on 
board, I employed in different fervices. Mean 
while the inhabitants came off to us every day 
with the produCt of the place, which we pur­
chafed with faIt. 

On July 2, vie were alarmed, at break of 
oay, by the appearance of a large {hip at anchor 
four or five miles below the place where we lay. 
I fent an officer in the launch, well manned and 
armed, to fee what he could make of her, and 
put my ll1ip into the beft pofture of defence I 
could. About Doon my launch returned, and 
brought word that this lhip was the Ruby, for .. 
merly an Eng1i1b man-of-war, and now one of 
1v1, Niartinet's fquadran; that (he came from the 
South Seas, and was commanded by M. la Jon .. 
quiere; that he, his officers, and feamen, to the 
number of 420, were all French; and tho' 
in the Spanilh fervice, they had not the leaf!: de. 
flgn to molcn us. NIy Lieutenant became thus 
punctually informed, by a direCt breach of or­
ders in going aboard, and his temerity might 
have coit me very dear; for, had they been ene­
mies, I iliould have loft 23 of my beft hands; 
but their return confirmed the truth of his ftory : 
yet it was a gn::at misfortune~ that I had not, to 
the beft of my knowledge, one man of expe­
rience or capacity fufficient to enable him to per .. 
form the common duty of an officer. 
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The. next day, the Ruby turned up towards 

'Us, and the Captain fent one of his lieutenants 
and a prielt. to a!fure me of his friendOlip. and 
to ddire I would dine with him, which I did, 
and met with a very handfome reception, with, 
offers of what money I would have upon my 
bins on Lendon, or in general any thing elfe his 
fhip afforded. He informed me that the Spa­
niards in the South Seas had advice of aUf two 
fhips, and that they talked of fitting out fome 
men of war to receive us. 

About this time there was a report fpread, 
that Hadey had taken a bribe of the Malter of 
the Portuguefe we met on the 5th of J uoe, 
or had robbed him of 80 or 100 moidores, 
had given ten to his cockfwain, and fix to each 
of his boat's crew, not to divulge it. I charaed 

~ b 

him with what had been faid againfl: him; his 
anfwer was, He had done nothing he was afham­
ed of, or that he could notjuftify. AllI could 
do was to proteft againfl: him, and I gave the 
protefl: to Captain Clipperton in the South Seas. 

July 6, M. la Jonquiere, accompanied by 
feveral of his officers and paliengers, came to 
dine with me; but in the midft of our enter­
tainment, my boatfwain took it into his head 
to create a. difl:urbance, becaufe he had not been 
invited into the cabbin as a guefl:. He firfl: af­
faulted Betagh the Captain of marines, and then 
Mr. Adams the fmgeon. This outrage, which 
was fupported by a party he had formed, being, 
by the help of my officers and the Fr~nch 

gentlemen;;) 
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gentlemen, pretJ;y well quieted, M,]a JG!:T.liere 
declared, tp.at, if they perfiJ:ted in th~ir dJ{()be~ 
dience, he would fee the ringleaders pu,lifhtd by 
carrying them home in ·iron$; and as they 
grew a little quieter, he expoi,tulated with them, 
and appea~ed to themfelves, whether theydi4, 
not think i~ monftrous for people to behave 
themfdves in fllCh a manner. 

The next morning I was informed, th~~ the 
authors of the difturbance were moft of them : ", . 

forry for what had happ~ned the night before. 
~ttribjlting the whole blame to the boatiW;,}in, 
and the effect of too much liquor. I W<J.S g)ild 
to hear this, and therefore paired it all over with 
only threatening how I would manage them, 
ifever they were guilty orthe like again. I had 
refolved tp punith the boatfwain in the fevereft 
manner; but I was prevailed on' not to do it~ 
he, in very humble plight, aiking my pardon, 
~Ildbegging I would nO.t ufe any feverity to­
wards him. He faid it was drink that h~d made 
him mad, and withal defired I would give hill} 
leave to go home in the·French 1hip. Th,is I 
willingly agreed to, he heing a very odd fort of 
a fellow, and always incenfing the people.againft 
the number<>f .officers, whom he termed Blo.od~ 
Jackers. ,-

July 15, we faw a great iliipplying into the 
harbour's mouth; but when 1he difcoveredu~} 
fhe made ,the beG: of her way out again. This 
poffeffed M. 1a Jonqiliere with a notion of her 
being our ,coufort, and put him into a hurry to 

btl 
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be gone. Accordingly, when night came on, 
he weighed, and went to fea the next morning, 
and at his departure falLlted me with five guns. 
Three Frenchmen, belonging to me, went a 'Nay 
with him; but I had two Frenchmen, and one 
Morphew, an Iriihman, in lieu of them, 

During all this~ our carpenter went on but 
nowly in the woods; and at laft, when we came 
to cafe the ftern all over with thick plank, we. 
could find, to my great aftonilhment, no nails 

. fit for that ufe. I was now told, that the firO: 
carpenter, and his crew, had fold maft of the 
ftores before the ibip c.arne to Plymouth, which 
was before I commanded her. 

July 25, a large fhip came in, called the Wife 
Solomon, of St. Malo's of 40 guns, and about 
160 men, commanded by M. Dumain Girard, 
and bound to the coaa's of Chili and Peru to 
trade~ She was the fame ihip we faw coming in 
before, and had (poke with the Ruby at fea. 
This gentleman, I foon perceived, notwithftand-

. ing a little forced civility at his Erft arrival, was 
a defigning mercenary man, and full of aU the 
conceit and vanity afcribed to his nation. 

Defiring him to fpare me forne nails, he readi­
ly anfwered he would; but, at the fame time, 
gave me to underftand that he could not afford 
them for lefs than 32 dollars a hundred, which 
fum I was fain to give him; I likewife bought 
of him 60 cheefes» and 300 weight of buner i 
fo that it happened well for me, that I had fame 
money from one of the Ruby's people. This 

donea 
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done, I now thought of making a quick dif,. 
patch from this place, when there came a letter 
from my filip's company to me, with articles an· 
nexed to it for the immediate divifion of prize. 
money, which they faid they were refolved to in­
fiO: on, alledging that they knew by woeful ex­
perience how they were ufed on board the Duke 
and Dutchefs, that they were never paid one 
tenth of their due, and that they had been well 
informed what a paymaO:er a certain gentleman 
would make, if ever their fortunes fhould fall 
into his hands. They were fa very importunate 
with me to comply with their articles, that both 
myfelf, and all my chief officers, thought it· 
would be bdt and moil advifeable to fign theif 
papers with them, rather than run the rifque of 
their proceeding, when they ihould get out to 
fea, to acts of piracy. As foon as they had gained 
their point, they expreffed great fa t isfacrion , 
and promifed to be always ready to hazard theif 
lives in any undertaking I fh.ould think condu~ 
cive to the ends we were fitted out for. 

Augufc 3, there came in here the St. Francifco 
Xavier, a Portuguefe man-of-war, of 40 guns7 

and 300 men, from Lillion, bound to Macao in 
China, commanded by C2.ptain la Riviere, a 
. Frenchman, I made no doubt but that Captain 
Hatley's affair would be reported to this gentle­
man, and, therefore, I told Hatley, that 1 ex­
pected he would go and vindicate himfelf to the 
Ponuguefe Captain, to prevent any diO:urbances 

that. 
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that might ariie on his account; To which he 
readily replied he would. 

Hatley, at his return, told me, the Captain 
feemed to be angry with him for thinking be 
could harbour any ill thought of a gentleman 
bound on a voyage, which, to his knowledge, 
could hardly fail of ani~vering the largeft expec,,:,. 
Jations. 

Auguil: 6, three of my men deferted, and the 
mate and his party went up to the Portuguefe 
plantations in fearch of them. It being almoft mid­
night, the inhabitants took the alarm, and plant­
ed themfelves in ambufcade to deft roy them as 
they came back. No fooner had they returned 
into the boat, than they heard them ruChing 
out of the wood~, crying, "Kill the dogs, kin 
fo' aU the Englifu dogs." This outcry was in­
ftantly followed by a volley of fmall arms, which 
wounded three of my men, two through the 
thigh, and another through the arm. 

I feut a Jetter of complaint. by HatleYl to the 
Captain of the Ponug'Jr:1e man ·of war in the 
harbour: but Hadey, at his entrance into the 
fhip. was furioufly affaulted by Emanuel Mania 
(the Captain of the ifland), crying out, This .,.,,'(~s 
the man who had committed i() rnar;y iofolencies 
towards them, and tbatth:s was he who had burnt 
one of thtir houfes~ and had made it a common 
practice to abufe and affront him with the op­
probrious name of cuckold. Upon this excla­
mation, the !hip's company fided with Mar:f.1, 
and fell upon Hatley, and .. vould certainly have 
ufed both him and his boat's crew very feverely. 

YOL.11. T had 
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had not the CaPtain and his officers, with much 
difficulty, prev~nted it; for the Portugueft fea. 
men were exafperated to that degree. that it is 
more than likely they wculd have murdered him'7 
had they not been timely hindered. 

The Captain, in his anfwer to my letter, ex· 
preffed his forrow for what had happened, [aid 
the people were without law, and that it was out of 
his power to punifh them; that they were wild 
and lurked in the woods; and that in feeking 
revenge, it would only expofe my men to 

butcbery. He aiked my pardon for the ill ufage 
my officer had met with on board his fnip ; bU!:. 
withal gave me to underthnd, there could be 
no greater provocation to the people of that na­
tion~ than that which Hatley was accufed of by 
Manra. That his {hip's company had got Hata 

ley amongfl them before he knew any thing of 
the matter, and that he was obliged to call 
his prieft to his affiihnce, before he could get 
him out of their hands, and in a vtry hand~ 
fome manner touched upon Hatley's fiory. I 
made no long flay after this difafter, but took 
our departure from the northernmoft point of 
SL Catherine's on the 9th of Auguft; and on 
the 19th, Mr. La Port, my third Lieutenanr;r 
broke his leg. 

From the time we left St. Catherine's, till 
now, we had for the mofi part fqually weather. 
As we advanced to the [outhward, my people's 
ftomachs increafed with the !harpnefs of the air' 
to that deg~ee, t.hat the allowance which the go~ 
vernmr:nt gives In the navy was not fLlfficient to" 
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'1atisfy their hunger. Some of my Qfficers, in 
,particular Mr, Betagh, my Captain of marine3~ 
who had been formerly a puder of a miin·of~vv:lr, 
and a man wlwm 1 had a great regard for, was 
,the cham pion for an addition of allowance at my 
table; for he told me he had orders from the 
adventurers to eat with me; and what was my 
table, if 1 did not eat better than the cook? He 
did not itop here, but urged by his intemperance, 
and finding me unwilling to iCjllaoder away our 
provifions, without knowing when or where we 
might get any more, he at length had the info~ 
fence to tell me publicly, that the voyage 
fuould be ilion with me, which he often repeat9 
ed. I fhou!d have had realon to fear it, had he 
been capable of commanding; but, for his pu­
niihment, I excluded him both from my mels 
and the great cab bin. Upon this, finding I was 
in earneft with him, and fearing fome heavier pu­
ni!hment, he rent me a letter, aiking my pardon 
for what he had done; upon which I again rc­
Hared him in a handfomer manner than he a.fter­
wards deferved. as will appear by the fequel. 

Between St. Catherine's and the river of Plate, 
the whales) grampuues, and other fiIhof man .. 
ftrous bulk, are in fuch numbers, that I cannot 
fee why a trade for blubber might not be carried 
on here. I may venture to affirm, it is a f<lfer 
navigation dun that carried on to the northward~ 
and 1 am apt to believe here is a greater certainty 
of fuccefs in making up a cargo. 

Sept 19, about midnight I perceived the wa~ 
. .ter.to be difcoloured all at once, and· upon heav= 

T 2 log 
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ing the lead, we found ourfelves in 26 fathom 
water; this done, I flood off again to rea, but 
we did not deepen Oui" water in [he running" of 
five leagues. This feems to be a bank very near 
the entrance of the ftraits of Magellan. I had 
a fine opportunity of going through thefe ftraits: 
but Captain Clipperton in his plan pretended, 
out of the abund;lDce ot his judgment and expe­
rience, that the fttaits of Le Mair would be the 
heft navigation for us, though he himfelf pafTed 
through the [traits of Magellan, From this I 
might have conjeCtured, that he, who never was 
fond of having a confon with him, defigned to 

make ufe of this as a likely expedient to fepa­
rate himfelf; for be was a man that w;)ulci do 
any thing, though ever fo dlfboneft or inhuman; 
~[a refleCtion, however, that carries more of ma­
lice than of truth on the face of it.] 

Sept. 13, the fog clearing up. we had a fuB, 
but mdancholy profpeCl:, of the moil defol3.te 
country that can be conceived, feeming no other 
than continued ridges and chains of moun tains, 
one within another, perpetually buried in fnow. 
Towards noon we were becalmed within three 
leagues of the mOl.1maius called the Three Bro­
thers, fo named from their equal height, neal;" 
rtfemblance, and proximity to one another. Till 
now, we had not been fenhble of any bel fA, or hin­
drances by currents ~ but this afternoon we were 
hurried with incredible rapid;ry into the (traits, 

"and juft as we had gained fomewhat more than 
? the miJ~paifage) the northern tide came rufhing 

upu'.1\ 
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llpon us with a violence equal to that of the tide 
which had brought us in, and, to our great afro­
piihment, drove llS out of the Hraits again at a 
great and exuaordinary nne, notwithftanding we 
had a frtl11 and fair gale with us at N. "V. Upon 
the tblfting of this tick to windward, there arofe 
fucn a [norr, and, while it lafted, fo hollow a fea, 
and 10 lofty withal, that we alternately dipped our 
bowipnt end, and poop Ian thorns, into the wa­
ter. Our iliip laboured in the moft alarming 
manner, and became infenfible of the guidance 
of her helm; but at midnight (he tide fuifted,. 
and we pu. through the firaits without feeing the 

. -land on either fide, and .in the morning had a 
very good offing to the fouthward. We had 
founCi it veri cold before we came this length, 
but now we began to feel the extreme of it. The 
bleak welterly winds of themfelves would have 
been fufficiently piercing, but they were always 
~mended with drircs eilher' offnow or Deet, which, 
continually beating on our fails and rigging, 
cafed the mails and every rope with ice, fo that 
there was no handling them. It was common 
with LlS to be two or three days together lying 
to under bare poles, expofed all the while to the 
alfaults of prodigious teas, much larger than any 
I had ever obferved before. The winds reign­
ing thus tempeituouOy, without intermiffion, in 
the weHern board, we had ftretched away into 
lat. 61 deg. go min, S. where we were in con­
~i!1ual dread of falling foul of iflands of ice, and 

whe:re 
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where we found the variation to be 22 deg. 6 min.' 
to the north-eaftvvard. 

OCtober J, as we were furling the main -fai}, 
one William Carntll cned oue, that his bands 
were fo bemltfi b::d, he (QUId nu: hold himfdf; 
but before thoie vliho wtr~ next to him could lay 
hold of hilJ1~ he: fell into the iea, aDd the {hlp 
making frelh vJay, and rhe fea running high, we 
loft fight of him before we could bring to, Jn~ 

deed, one would imagine it impQffible that any 
thing could live in fo rigid a climate; and, truly; 
we iaw neither fifh nor bird, except one foli~ 
tary albitrofs, which accompanied us for feve~ 
,ra1 days, and hovered about us, till Hatley con~ 
duding, in a gloomy fit, that the company of 
this melancholy bird brought us ill luck, refGh'~ 
ed to deftroy him, in hopes we might then have 
better weather. 

Oaober 22, at eight at night~ we carried 
away our fore-top-marc. and rigged another next 
morning. We crept by very flow degrees, after 
we had ventured to tack and ftand to the north­
ward, in hopes to weather our way into the Great 
South Seas; and indeed it may be averred, that 
from the time we paned the ftraits of I.e j\1air~ 
till we had the firft fight of the coaft of Chi1i5 

we had been continually diftreifed by the wAnds, 
and difcouraged by bad weather. 

Nov. 14, we faw the eoaH: of Chili, diflant 10 

leagues, lat. by obfervation 4-7 deg. 28 min. S. 
Being now arrived on the confines of the SpaQ 

niili [ettlements, we found cmfelves under an 
~bfoh.lte 
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abfolute neceffity of contriving fome means by 
which Vie might recruit our wood and water. We 
had but feven buts of water remaining, and a 
much lefs proportion of wood. I thought it 
would be beft for us to go firft to N arborough's 
Wand. and accordingly directed our courfe to. 
that place. 

Nov. 21, at [even in the morning, we had 
foundings in 28 fathom water. of fine grey and 
black fand. But here we found a wild road~ 
which could not be deemed fafe for 1.1S - [Flere 
Capt. Shelvock laments it as a great rnisfortllne1)­
that he could not reach J uan Fernandez, in la­
titude 33 deg. 30 min. S. without ftopping; 
tho' at the [arne time it is plain, that he loft 
more time in fearching for a nearer place of re­
freiliment, than the direct paffa8,e to that ii1and 
would have taken him up. But the imputatiol1 
he would throw upon Clipperton is applicable 
only to himfelf: he never intended to aCt under 
him; and all his excu[es are mere !hifts.] 

Surrounded with doubts and apprehenfions" 
fays he, left we lliould be obliged to advance too 
far on thefe coafi:s, without a competent frock of 
provipons, one Jofeph de 1a Fontaine~ a FrenchD 
man, allured me, that, if I would go to the ifland 
of Chiloe, which was at that time a little to the 
northward of I.1S, there was no place for our pur­
pore like it in all the South Seas; that the towns 
of Chacao and Calibuco, the firft on the il1and 
itfe1f, and tlie fecond on the continent, were rich 

places ~ 
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places; that the former was the ufual place of 
refidence of the Governor, and that at the latter 
there was a wealthy college of J efuits; and that 
there were confiderable magazines kept up, 
which were always well (tocked with provifions 
-of all kinds. 

On thefe confiderations I formed a refolutiort 
of going to Chiloe; and on the 30th of Novem Q 

ber we entered the channel, with an intent to 
furprize and attack the towns of Ghacao and Ca­
libuco: but, immediately after we had come to, 
the windward tide made oue with prodigious ra~ 
pidity, which inftantly caufed a great fea; and 
the wind increafing at the fame time, the chan­
nel all about us appeared like one continued 
breach. In the midft of this our fhip laid a great 
itrain upon her cable, which unfortunately part. 
ed, and we 10ft our anchor. We pafTed by two 

commodious bays; and, at length, we rounded 
a point of land out of the tide's way, where wc 
were commodioul1y fi1eltered from all inconveni. 
ence.s; and, the next morning, I fent my fecond 
Lieutenant to make a difcovery of the towns of 
Chacao and Calibuco, and, at the fame time:) 
Captain Hatley, to find out a watering--place for 
us. He foon returned again, and brought with 
him an Indian, who gave us hopes of a fufficient 
fupply of all we wanted, but afterwards came in 
the evening to tell us, the country was forbidden 
to fupply us with any thing, The Lieutenant not 
1?eing yet returned, this information made me 

apprehend 
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apprehend the enemy had taken him, and by 
that meam had learned who we were. 

December 3, there came to us a Spanifh offi­
cer, in a piragua rowed by eight Indians~ who 
was rent by the Governor to be informed 
who we were. As foon as we had a fight of 
the piragua, I hoifted French colours, and, 
when the Spaniard came on board, 1 told him, 
we were a homeward-bound French !hip, called 
the St. Rofe, and that my name was Ie J aois Ae 
Ereton. Under this notion he ihid with us aU 
night, and next morning departed, not feeming 
to fufpet1: us. I wrote to the Governor by this 
gentleman, fignifying that 1 wanted a fupply of 
provifions to carry me back to France, defiring 
him to affiG: me in what he could; and received 
for anfwer a complaim againfr the violences of 
our men, in killing their !htep, and driving away 
their cattle, by which I knew that they had [een 
my Lieutenant. But I was in defpair of ever 
feeing him, or the people who were with him. 
any more. I therefore rent a menage to the 
Governor, that provifions I wanted, and provi­
fions I muf!: have, and that very fpeedily; and 
that all the forces of Chacao, Calibuco, Carel~ 
mapo, or Cafho, iliould not frighten or deter 
me from fupplying myfelf. Soon after~ there 
came a piragua with a meffage, fignifying) that 
if 1 would fend an officer to Chacao, he would 
treat with me. But! gave him for anfwer, that 
I would treat no where but on board my own 
ihip. and farther, that it was now too iac<:, Gnce 

VOl,,, n, U I had 
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I had already difpatched 80 men to take all they 
could find. 

Soon after the pinnace arrived, which I had 
fo long given over for loft, with all her crew; 
but they were fo terrified, that I had no hopes 
of their being fit for fervice in any reafonable 
time. The officer had no excufe for not return­
ing as foon as he had got a fight of the town, 
but that the tide hurried him away at unawares, 
and that in the fright he had forgot he had a 
graplin in the boat to come to with, tin the tide 
had {hifted. I faid but little to him; and only 
made the officer fenuble of his mifmana§,.:ment, 
which had been the min of the adnnrageous 
views 1 might have had, in taking either ChacaQ 
or CaEbuco. 

December 16, we had now our decks full of 
live cattle, fuch as European {heep, hogs, gua~ 
nieoes, poultry in abundance, and hams, &c~ 
as alfo a good quantity of wheat, barley, pota­
toes~ maize, or Indian corn; and, in {hort, J com­
puted that 1 had added four months provifion~ 
to what remained of our Engli111 D:od~, and that 
without the leafl: hindrance or moleftation from 
the enemy. 

December 17, VIe began to unmoor, and at 
noon we weighed, and failed om with the wind 
atW. S. W. The night before we departed, 
one of om men made his deane into the woods. , 
It was beyond all difpute tbat this fellow would 
give a ftill account of us. This, added to the 
ill condLlCt of my Lieutenant, together with the 

contrary 
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contrary execution of all my orders, by thule 
officers whom I had hitheno entrul1ed in affairs 
of importance, made me defpair of ever having 
any thing done to the pu:-pofe; and on this oc~ 
tafion, I could not forbear reflecting on the mif­
management of tome gentlemen in England, who 
blindly made u[e of their intereft (0 prefer pere 

fans to pofts for which they were utterly uone. 
I failed from Chiloe with a defign to go 

ihaight to the ifland of Juan Fernandez, but 
was prevented by my people, who were poffdfed 
with notions of vaft advantages to be made 
by going to the port of Conception. It was our 
Frenchman, who had been fo inftrumental in our 
Chiloenian attempt, who 'was the caufe of this. 
Finding his accounts hitherto tokrably jun:, they 
once more lif1:ened to him; and everyone of my 
fhip's company, who could fay any thing at this 
junCture, did not fail to fpeak his mind forne­
what infolently ; particularly William Morphew, 
one of [he men I had oUt of the Ruby, and who> 
had beep- in thefe feas feveral years9 took upon 
him to tell me, that it could not lignify much 
whether we arrived tWG or th:-ee days \-')ona or 
later at Juan Fernandez; that I wa'; a r~raoger 
here, but that the Frenchman and hin::ldf were 
fo well acquainted with thefe f~as, that every 
body hoped I would be adviled and go to Con~ 

teption, and not put a mere punCtilio to orders 
in the balance againft a certainty of fuccefs, if 
we were fa happy as to arrive at that port ill 
time. ConGdering now how eafily they migbt- be 

U 2 brought 
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brought to throw off command, and how little 
I Jbo~ld be able to help myfelf, alone, as I 
might be [aid to be, if they came to that ex­
tremity, 1 complied with them, and refolved 
to {pend two or three days in going to Concep­
tion ; and, on December the 23d, we came 
:abreafl of the Teats of Bio Bio, and in the even­
ing arrived in the bay, from whence 1 ordered 
the boats, well manned and armed, to go up in 
the night to furprize what fhips or vdfds mightt 
be in the harbour, and to make what obIervations 
they could concerning the place. 

About noon, Captain Hatley returned in the 
pinnace, and informed me he had taken the So. 
lidad d'Anday, of 150 tons, the only ihip in the 
road or port, lately come from Baldivia, laden 
with timber; had no body on board except the 
boatfwain, an old negroe, and two Indian boys. 
He took alfo a [mall veife1 of about 25 tons, 
near the ifland of Quiriquine, which belonged 
to a priefl: who had been gathering fruits, and 
was now made a prifoner in her, together with 
four or five Indians. This veffel we found very 
ufeful, and called her the Mercury, being well 
built, and ready upon all occaflons to look into 
port. There was another fmal! veifel that paired 
withifl pif!:ol"fhot, but Capt. Hatley never once 
offered t? follow,her, or bring her to. Hatley, 
truly, [aId, he dId not mind her thauah his , 0 

boat's crew all agreed the was full of men. This 
velfe! was bringing advice of us from Chiloe. I 

did 
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did not fail to reprimand him for this, but co 
what effect ! 

Dec. 26, the prieft being very folicitous to 
ranfom his bark, he left my fhip in the morning, 
and, in my pinnace rowed by Indians, went afhore 
to get money for that purpofe. At noon, Mr. 
Brooks, firft Lieutenant, brought down the !hip 
we had taken, and anchored her about half a mile 
iliort of us. The boatfwain of her had not been 
on board above two hours before he gave me in­
formation of a vefielladen with wine. brandy~ 
and other valuable things, bound to the Wand of 
Chiloe, lying at anchor in the bay of Herradura, 
about two leagues to the northward of us. Thi­
ther I ordered Mr. Randall, our fecond Lieu­
tenant, with the boatfwain of the Solidad, and 
25 men, to go; with pofitive orders not to fet a. 
foot on !hore, or make any hazardous attempt 
whatever. But the next evening they returned 
with a difmal frory, that they went into the bay ~ 
and finding the veLTe! hauled dry on !hare, the 
officer ordered his people to land, and bring a­
way what they could out of her; but their ca­
reer was foon fropped; for they had no fooner 
got upon the bank, than they difcovered the 
enemy rufhing out furiouOy upon them. They 
all' efcaped except five, who were overtaken in 
fuoal water, and they all agreed that thole five 
were cut to pieces. The Spaniards came down 
upon them, preceded by 20 or 30 horfes a<breaft, 
linked to each other. Thefe were two deep; 
!nen came the enemy~ mounted, and lying upon 

thei~' 
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their horfes necks,driving the others before them" 
They were not once feen to fit upright in their 
faddles, except when there was no danger, or to 
fire their mufquets. This new addition to our 
misfortunes quite difpirited the greateft part of 
my !hip's company. Nothing was now heard 
but murmuring, and damning the South Seas~ 
and declaring that, if this was making their for­
tune, they had better have {laid at home and 
begged about the ftreets; but juft as I was ex­
poftulating with Mr. Randallj who conduEted 
this unfortunate undertaking, I was agreeably 
furprized with the fight of a large ibip, whicb 
we faw coming about the nonhernmoft point of 
the ifiand of Quiriquine. It was almofl: dark, 
and {he could not perceive what we were, fOi 
that fbe {tood towards us without fear. As fJon 
as ihe approached near enough, I hailed her, to 
which {be returned no anfwer, and I fired into 
her. This was no fooner done, than !he came 
to, and called for quarter. She was called the 
St. Fermin, came from Callao, burthen about 
300 tons, and laden with fugar, melaffes, rice~ 
coarfe French linnen, and fome cloths of Quito; 
together with a fmall quantity of chocolate, and 
about 5 or 6000 dollars in money and wrought: 
plate. I fent Mr. Hendry (the agent for prizes) 
to infpecr her lading, and to order every th~ng 
h~ could fiI7Jd valuable out of her, and the iliip's 
company fent their agent likewife. In the after. 
noon they returned, and brought all the bales, 
boxes, chefts, portmanteaus, &c. that were in 

her; 
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her; and alfo all the rice, with a large quantity 
of lugar, melaffes, and chocolate, and about 
7000 weight of good ruik, with all her eatables, 
;and ftores. 

Don Francifco Larrayn, her Captain, del1red 
to raniom his fhip, to which I willingly confent­
ed, and fuffered him to go in his own launch to 
raife money for that purpofe. 

Dec. 30, there came a boat with an officer 
;and a flag of truce, who brought word, that 
three only of our people in the ikirmifh at Har4 

radura were killed, the other two wounded, and 
in a fair way of recovery, and that the boat had 
brought ad vice of us, as 1 fufpeCted, from that 
iGand. The officer brought me feven jars of 
very good wine, a prefent from the Governor, 
and a letter full of civility, but written with a 
great deal of craft. He deGred to fee my com· 
million, and then he would treat with me ac~ 
cording to the laws of arms, 

Jan UJry I, Captain Betagh went to Concep­
tion with a copy of my commiffion, the declara, 
tion of war~ &c. and foon after he returned with ~ 
Flem;rn jefuit, a SpaniG1lawyer, and an Engliili. 
man and a Scotchman. The jefuit aJTured me 
he was only come to pay his refpeCts to me, and 

, to do his utmoft to promote the affair of the 
rar.fom, and bring it to an immediate conc1ufion~ 
Therefore the Brft thing I did, was to ihew my 
!=ommi[:fion to the Englifhman, who read it ill 
Spaniili. Thejefuit then told me, that the Cap~ 
P!11S of the St. Fermin and Solidad had re~ 

[olved 
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folved to give me 12,000 dollars for the ranfom 
of both the !hips, and the Mercury included, 
lnftead of 16000 dollars which I had infi8:ed 
on for the St, Fermin only. To this I pofit:vely 
anfwered, that all their perfuafions, artifices, and 
pretences, 1hould never make me agree with 
them. We had taken in the St. Fermin, ten 
large mver candlefticks, each of them weighing 
above twenty,five pounds fterling. The holy 
father, in a fuppliant manner, reprefentecl to me 
that they were a legacy to his convent, and hop~ 
ed I would make no difpute of fo noble a charity 
as it would be to put them into the poffeffian 
of thofe for whom they were (12figned: I offer­
ed to let him have them for their weight in dol­
lars, which, confidering the great price they 
pay in thofe parts fl)f the faibion. of wrought 
plate, was a very advantageous offer. But he 
faid they never bought any thing far facred u[es ; 
~nd that, as the workmen put a great deal of al­
lay into plate, it would be difficult to determine 
the different values of the dollars and the candle~ 
flicks; fo, after a deal of needlefs difpute and 
entreaties, both about this, and the ranfom of 
the fhips, the jefllit and the reft affirming that 
'the Captains of the St. Fermin, &c. were not abJe 
to raife above 12,000 dollars, there was nothing 
done. 

Two days pailing without news from the Go­
vernor, I began to be certainly convinced they 
had fomething elfe in view more than the accom­
modation of the ranfoms; but on January the 

4th~ 
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4th, my two wounded men came on board, and 
with them brought a letter, importing, that, as 

he had now rent back the prifoners, he hoped 
no difficulty would remain to prevent my fend .. 

ing on fuore all the prifoners belonging to him. 
January 6, the morning paned avvay without 

any news from the town. I now began to make 
preparations for failing, and in thofe preparations 

ipent the greateft part of the day. There being 

no appearance of any boat coming off to us, 
I ordered the St. Fermin to be fet on fire, Her 
cotton fails being loofed, made a prodigious 
blaze. I had already fec fire to the Solidad, to 

quicken their motions; and now, having con­

cluded the treaty, I immediately gor under fail, 
much chagrined at the 10fs of fo many days 
without reaping any advantage. I was afterwards 

informed, that, if they had thought I would 

have defrroyed the St. Fermin, they would have 
given even 20 or 30,000 dollars to have faved 
her; for file 'liaS one of the beft failers and the 

beft fitted out iliip of any of the Peruvian traders. 

I now direCted our courfe to the i!1and of Juan 
Fernandez, taking the Mercury with us. 

1 anuary 8, the fea was aU day perfeCtly red, 
appearing as if vail quantities of blood had been 

thrown into ir, and curdled by the water. This~ 

the Spaniards fay~ is occauoned by the [pawn of 
prawns, which mu[t certainly be a miftake. In 

our paffage, the plunder was fold before the mall, 

by the !hip's company's agent, at very eJaravae 

VOL. H. X gane 
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gant prices. At the fame time the account of 
every thing being taken, and the value of the 
fhares calculated, the fhip's company defired me 
to let them have their dividend, according to 

the articles at St. Catherine'S, which requeft I 
could not witbi1:and, The prize-money and 
plunder amounting to ten pieces of eight per 
1hare, was thereupon diftributed; and :111 the 
bales of coarfe cloth, bays, linnen, ribbons, lace, 
filk, and feveral other forts of mercery wares, 
were equally divided, half to the owners, and 
half to the Ibip's company. 

Jan. I!, at fix in the morning, we faw the 
Wand of J uan Fernandez, and from that day till 
the! 5th I kept ftanding off and on tbe fuore 
for my boats, which were a fifhing, who nol: 
having hitherto difCovered any marks whereby 
we r:lign: cor,clude that Clipperton had been 
here, 1 thought it proper to render my coming 
hithe l' iervicea-ble in fome refpeCi., and therefore 
fent the Mercury on Glore to (top her leaks~ 
while the boats continued catching fit1i, of which 
we l::dted as much as filled five puncheons. At 
length, going on [hore to make a nicer fearch, 
fome of my men accidentally faw the word 
lVIAGEE, which was the name of Clipperton'S 
furgeon, ane! CAPT, JOHN cut out under it upo 
on a tree, but DO directions left, as was agreed 
on by him in his inftruttions to me. His actions 
being thus grofly repugnant to his inftruCl:ions, 
it was evident he never meantl !hollld keep him 
company, or ever join with him again,-( This 

refleClioB 
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reflection may with great juftice be retorted on 
the writer hjmfelf~ and can in po fhapt: affect 
Clipperton who followed his inftr-uctions in the 
molt fcrupulous manner.]-However, being by 
this confirmed in the certainty of Clipperwo's 
arrival, I diletl:ly made the beft of my way, and 
failed to the northward. 

Jan. 2 r, having a defign rolook into Copiapo 
as 1 went along fhore, I [cnt Mr. Dodd, fecond 
Lieutenant of Marines, witn eight men, as a rein­
forcement to the Mercury's crew, and the next 
evening they left us fteering in for the land, 
whilft I kept a proper offing, to prevent our 
being difcovered. The next day the oHicer .fe· 
turned and told me, he had looked into the port, 
but could fee no {hipping there, upon which I 
made him fenflblt: of his error, and [erit him to 

the right place,wbich was about fix leagues to 

the northward of us, and ordered him to be: 
ready to look into Caldera by day-light the next 
morning. rthcy did [j, and faw nothing; but" 
inftead of making ufe of the land wind to come 
off to me, they kept along fuore, till the iea 
breeze came on, and could not come to me till 
the morning after, by which means they hinder­
ed me almoft a whole day and night'S failing; 
and in this vexatious manner were my orders al", 
ways executed! 

Feb. 5th, I difpatched Mr. Brooks a-head to 
.difcover if there were any {hipping at Arica, and 
next day, I had a fight of the head-land of A­
ric'l, and the iOand of Guano, with a fbip ac an-

X 2 chr 
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chor on the northern fide of it, and faw the 
Mercury !tanding out of the bay, by which I 
judged the iliip was too warm for her, and there­
fore made all pollible hafte to get up to her with 
our !hip. When I came into the pert, I found 
her alr~ady taken, and that the Mercury only 
went accidentally adrift. This prize was called 
the Rofario, of about roo tons, laden with cor­
morants dung, which the Spaniards call gllana, 
and is brought from the iiland of Iquique, for 
the culture of the agi, or cod-pepper, in the 
vale of Ariea. There was no white face in her 
bllt the pilot, whom I fent to fee if her owner 
would raniom her. AtJeven o'clock in the morn­
ing I received a letter from the owner, expref­
fing his poverty, and declaring his readinefs to 
{:omply to the utmoft of his power: and the ho­
neft man was as good as his word. 

I agreed upon reftoring to him his fhip) and 
fix negroes, for 1500 pieces of eigh t; and he 
was fo punctual and expeditious, that at IO the 
next night he brought the fum agreed on. Soon 
after the receipt of this, we took a veflH of about 
10 tons, as !he was coming into the road, with a 
cargo of dried fifh and guana, within a mile of 
the town. The mafter of this bark likewife came 
off upon a balfe, which is an odd fort of an em~ 
barkation, made of two large feal-fkins feparate. 
ly blown up like bladders, and then made faft 
and joined together by a frame of wood. On 
this he brought off two jars of brandy, and 40 
pieces of eight~ for his ranfom, which, confi~er., 

wg 



CAPTAIN SHELVOCK's VOYAGE, 157 

iog his mean appearance, was as much as I could 
have expected. One part of his freight was va­
luable, which was his dried fifh. 

Feb. 9, 1720, I failed from Arica, and as 1 
went out, the inhabitants placed themfelves 
round the bay, and made a very good hedge 
fire after me for about half an hour. I judged 
there could not be lefs than 5 or 600 of them. 
I fiuped my courfe for the road of Hila, which 
we had a fight of the next day at three in the 
afternoon, where we faw one large thip and three 
fmall ones at anchor. The great £hip imme­
diately hoi!l:ed French colours, and in the end 
proved to be the Sage Solomon, of 40 guns, com­
manded by MonC Dumain, whom I had left at 

. St. Catherine's, and who was now refolved to pro­
tect the veffels that were with him, and obll:ruB. 
my coming in. I ar firft thought of ihewing my 
refentment, but, upon fecond thoughts,. I clap­
ped the helm a-weather, and ftoocl out to fea. 

Feb. 12, in the morning, the fhip's company 
had their moiety of the money taken at Arica 
divided amongft them, according to their num­
ber of !hares. 

Feb. 22, I came a·brea!l: of Callao, the port 
for Lima, which is the metropolis of Peru; but 
there being no great profpeCl: of performing 
much here in our prefent fituation, I had nothing 
to d{} but to Dip away from hence in the night, 
by the help of a favourable breeze. 

Feb. 26, the officers in the Mercury defired 
to be relieved, and it being Capt. Hatley's turn 

to 
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to go in her~ he propafed to me that he might 
continue along ilion:-, till we had got the length 
of Lobos, an Jfland in about feven degrees of 

fouth latitude. I CGuld not but approve of this, 
confidering the probability there was of his 
meeting with the Panam". {hips" and every body 
being well p1eafed~ I added to their complement 
of men, and gave them a month's provifions, and 
mounted two of our ql1artero de;:k guns on the 

Mercury, and lent Captain Hatley my pinnace. 
As foon as every thing was ready for their de­
parture, Captain Betagh, whofe duty and turn it 
was to relieve the marine officer in the Mercury, 
being unwilling to go on this pa,ty, addreffed 
himfe!f to the people, and with a fearful COllnte~ 
nance told them, that he, and the reft who were 

to go with him, were fent for a (acrifice, with 
many other expreffions tending to create a gene­
ral mutiny. I now imagined no Ids than that he 
was about to aCt what he had threatened when 
he told me, it ihould be a [hort voyage with me; 
and, therefore, ! addreffed myfelf to the ihip's 
company, defired to know who amongft them 
were of Betdgh's opinion? Their anfwer was with 
one voice, :None. This done, I ordered the 
Mercury alongfide, and Hatley and Betagh went 
on board of her; and, putting off from us, gave 

three cheers, and tlood right in for the land, in 
the latitude by obfervation of 10 deg. 9 min S. 

The very next day they took a [mall bark Ja­
den with rice, chocolate, wheat, flour, and the 

like. 



CAPTAIN SHELVOCK:.'s VOYAGE. 159 

like. The day following they took another. 
On the fourth day of their abfence they be­
came mafters of a {hip of near 200 tons, worth 
150,000 pieces of eight. Flufued with this fuc­
cefs, it feerns Betagh prevailed on Hatley, and 
the greateft part of the people with them, to lay 
hold of this opportunity and go to India: but 
they no fooner clapped their helm adweather, 
than they faw a fail ftanding towards them, 
which, in iliorr, proved to be a Spanilh man~of- I 

war, who caught them, and put an end to their 
Indian voyage. The Englifu were treated very 
indifferently; but Be!:agh~ it feems, who was of 
their religion, and of a nation which the Spaa 
niards affect: to be fond of, was made an officer, 
and u[ed very refpect:fully. This he certainly 
deferved at their hands; for he gave them an 
account of the whole [cheme of our voyage; 
and not only informed them of what we had 
done, but alio of what I defigned to do; fo that: 
they did not dOllbt but I myfelf ihould be in 
their hands very [peedil y. 

Feb. 29, at fix in the morning, we faw a fail 
at anchor in the road of Guanchaco; at eleven 
we came up, and anchored along fide of her. 
There was no body on b~ard of her but two 
Indiamen and a boy. They informed llS, there 
was a rich ihip in the cove of Payra. 

March 21, at three in the afternoon, we [aw 
the Pena Oradado, or the Hole in the Rock; and 
in an hour afterwards, we entered the cove of 
Payta with French colours flying. There we 

found 
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found only a fmall lhip at anchor with her fore .. 
maft out, and her main-top-maft unrigged; but 
the taking of this town being conHdered in the 
fcheme of our voyage as a matter of great im­
portance, I confulted with my officers concern­
ing the propereft methods of going about it. 
At two of the clock the next morning 1 landed 
with 46 men, leaving Mr. Coldfea the mafter, 
and fome ochers, to bring the ibip nearer in, that 
we might the more expeditioufiy embark the 
plunder we might get. Being now on ibore, I 
marched up to the great church without meet­
ing any oppofition ; and indeed I found the town 
entirely deterted by the inhabitants. At day­
light we faw what feemed great bodies of men 
on the hills, on each fide of us, who, I expea:ed~ 
when they had viewed our ftrength, would have 
paid us a vifit; but I found, that as we marched 
up towards them, we drove them before us. 
The remainder of the day was fpent in {hipping 
off what plunder we had 2:ot, which confifted of 
hogs, fowls, brown and white calavances, beans, 
Indian corn, wheat, flour, fugar, and as m~ch 
cocoa-nm as we were able to now away, with 
pans, and other conveniences for preparing it ; 
fo that we were fupplied with breakfaft.meat for 
the whole voyage, and full of provifions of one 
kind or other. In the afternoon there came to' 
us a meifenger, to know y, hat I would take for 
the ranfom of the town and !hip; to which I 
anfwered, I would have lO~OOO pieces of eight, 
and thofe to be paid in twenty-four hours, if they 

intended 
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intended to fave the town, or fuip either. Bue 
the Governor gave me to underlhnd in plain 
terms, that he neither could tlOr would raniom 
the town, and did not care what I did with it, 
fo that I fpared the churches. Having received 
this negative anfwer, and got every thing fer­
viceable out of the town, I inftantly ordered it 
to be fet on fire; and (he houfes, being ex­
tremely dry, confumed away a"pace, But no 
fooner was Payra in a blaze than thofeon board 
mad~ fignals for me to come off, and kept in ... 
teffantiy firing towards the mouth of the har­
bour. U pon ~hich I ordered all hands off, and 
went firO: on board myfelf in a canoe, with three 
lneo only; bur, before I had got half way, faw 
a large fuip l~ing with her fore.top fail aback, 
and with a Spanith flag flying at her fore-top. 
maft-head. At this profpeCt two of my three 
people were ready to fink; and when I looked 
back on the town, I could not forbear withing 
that I had not been fa hafty. As the Admiral 
was coming in with all his fails fpread, Mr. 
Coldfea, by the affiftance of the few on board» 
fired at hini fa fmartly, that he £lopped the ene­
my's career. The Spaniard apprehending he 
fhould have hoi: work with us, brought his fuip 
to. that he niight put himfelf into a conditiQu 
of making a vigorous attack upon us. This in­
al5tivity of the enemy gave me an opportunity 
of getting on board, and fuffered my men to 
come off, about 50 in number, but the Spaniard 
was within piftolofhot before they had all got 
r OL. II. Y i!1Jt@ 



162 CAPTAIN SHELVOCK}s VOYAGE. 

into the ihip; upon which, we cut our cable, 
and our ihip falling the wrong way, I had bur 
juft room enough to fill clear of him. Bei,ng 
now clofe by one another, his formidable ap­
pearance fhuck an uni'verfal damp on every 
one's fpirits ; and I myfelf could forefee nothing 
but that we filould be torn to pieces by him, 
and longed for an opportunity to try our heels 
with him, while our malts were franding. I ex­
pected every minute that he would board us, 
and, upon hearing a fhouting amongfr them, and 
feeing their forecaftle full of men, I concluded 
they had now come to that refolution; but I 
prefently faw that the occafion of this j,oy was 
their having !hot down our enfign-fraff; upon 
which, they, feeing our enfign trailing in the-, 
water, were in hopes we had ftruck : but I foon 
undeceived them, by fpreading a riew enGgn in 
the mizzen-fhrouds. Upon fight of this they 
lay foug, and held their way clofe upon our 
quarter; at laLl:, defigning to do our bufinefs at 
once, they clapped their helm well a frarboard~ 
to bring their whole broad fide to point at us; 
bur their fire had little or no effect. All frood 
faft with us, and they muzzled themfe1ves; 
which gave me time both to get a-head, and to 
windward of him, be{ore he could fill his fails 
again; and now I found, that, if our maits, 
which were by this time bm Ocnderly fupport­
ed, would bear what fail we had abroad, we 
ihould foon fteal away from him. After this 
he was in a great hurry tQ get his fpritfail-yard 

fore 
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fore and aft, threatening us very hard, and ply­
ing us with his fore-chace: but we foon were 
out of his reach, and all hands were immediate­
ly employed in repairing our damages. This 
iliip was called the Peregrine, of 56 guns, with 
upwards of 450 men on board of her. 

During this aCtion, we had not a man killed 
or wounded, although the enemy often hulled 
lis, and once, in particular, a iliot coming into 
one of our ports, difmounted one of o.ur guns 
between decks, tearing off the nut of the gun, 
and breaking itfelf into a great many pieces~ 
which flew fore and aft in the mid!'!: of a crowd 
of people, witham hurting, anyone of them. 
Our ftern was alfo much iliattered, and our 
rigging much difabled. Our main matt was a 
little wounded, yet ftood a long while with only 
one good i'hroud to fuppen it; our tore-maLt 
fared little better, yet I kept all thecanvafs 1 ex­
cept the main-top-gallant-fail, at hard bats-end. 
An unlucky !hot took the bow of our launch, 
as {he lay upon the quarter, and fet fire to fame 

. cartridges of powder, which were negligently 
left in her, and which brew away her moorings. 
and we loft her. Seeing a great fmoke arife on 
the quarter, I at firit imagined fome accident 
had happened within board. In mort, in aBout 
three glaffes we got quite clear of the Admiral, 
who, tacked, and ftood in for Payta, and we 
fuortened fail. A narrower efcape from an 
enemy could not well have been made, confiuer­

ing the vaft difference between us, as to force. 
y ~ L 
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The Spaniard had 56 guns; we; on the contrary~ 
had but 20 mounted: they had 450 men; we, 
on our part, did not exceed 7:3 ; and I I negroq 
and two Indians were included in that number. 
Be had farther this great odds over us, of being 
in a fetrled readinefs, yvhilft we were in the ut~ 
ITloft confufion. As for our [mall arms they 
were wet and ufelefs to us; and, what is more, 
in the midft of the eng'l-gemeot, one third of my 
people, inftead of fighting, were hard at work~ 
to make farther preparation for an obftinate reD 
fiftance, if we had been pufhed to extrerpities ? 
and particularly the carpenter and his crew were 
bulled in making ports for ftern.chace-guns~ 
which, as it happened, we made no ufe of. Upon 
the whole, we had the good fortune to efcape this, 
danger. which was the more to be dreaded, be­
cat)le, as we had fet fire to the town, they were 
probably ~xafperated upon the account of the 
churches~ which I never intended to deftroy; 
and, if I had fallen into their hands~ they might 
have given us but uncomfortable quarters. At 
the beft~ however, it cannot but be allowed to 
have been a moft unfortunate difafter. The 10fs 
of my boat and anchor was irreparable, and may 
be faid to be tht;:: caufe of that fcene of trouble 
which will take up th~ remainder of this narra~ 
tive; for we had now but one anchor, that at 
Payta being the third we had loft, apd were be­
fldes entirely deftitllte of a boat of any kind. 

At five, the fame evening, we faw a failllnder 
pur lee-bow, which I took to be the prize we 

. - h~ 
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had left to cruife for us near the Saddle of 
payta; and we, therefore, ftood to the weft­
ward all night, and the next morning we faw 
two fail a-ftern of us. I tacked, and ftood to­
wards them, and in a little time could fee that 
one of them was ftanding in for Payta, while the 
other kept ftemming with us; but the nearer I 
ilppwached her, the lefs I liked her, and could 
pot but think it advifeable to put-my {hip about, 
and crowd fail from her. However, !he gaineq 
upon us, and advanr;:ed near ~nough to ihew u~ 
ihe was the Brilliant, the Admiral's ~onfort. She 
was a French built ihip, of 36 gUI1S, manned 
with people of that nation, and other Europeans. 
She was handfomely rigged, which is rare to be 
feen in thofe parts, and failed almoft two foot 
for our one; fo that, notwithftanding we had 
f\lmoft a calm all the heat of the day, ihe near­
ed us apace. But, night coming on, I made ufe 
of the old ftratagem (I thought it might be new 
here), of turning a light adrift in a half tub, in­
ftead of a boat, darkening one part of the lan­
thorn, that it might the more appear to be a. 
ihip's light, and then immediately altered my 
(ourfe. As the day broke I hauled all my fails, 
and in full day-light could perceive nothing of 
~he ~nemy. This was the iliip wherein Betagh, 
my late Captain of marines, was fo much re­
fpetted ;. and by his advice it was, as I have 
peen told~ that the Admiral ordered his can fort 
to ply up to ~i~dward to Lobos, our firft place 
qf rendezvolls, whilf\: he himfelf came"to Payta 

. .. . il\ 
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in 1earch of us. This feparation, though inte/ld. 
ed a!J a fure means to catch us, proved to be very 
fortunately the means of our prefervation. 

Being thus clofely purfued. I took an offing 
of thirty leagues from the !hore, and then 
brought to, to confider w hat I had beft to do. 
I was frill in the dark, as to my confort; an em­
bargo, as I was told at Payta, was laid on all 
fhipping to leeward for the term of fix months; 
and our prize, which I deGgned to make a fire. 
!hip of, was taken by the Brilli.ant; I had bllt 
one anchor, and no boat at all; and I was as ye.t 
ignorant of what bad become of the Mercury. 

In the midft: of all this peril and perplexity, 
I called' my officers together, to let them know, 
it was my opinion, we had, as we were thus eir­
cumfl:aneed, a much better profpeft to the wind­
ward than to the leeward; that on the eoafr of 
Chili we iliould not be in the leaft fufpeC'ced ll 

and fhollld, at the fame time, in the moft effec­
tual manner,efcape the enemy's men-of-war; 
that~ after taking in water at Juan Fernande~, 
we might cruife out the whole feafon off the 
ports of Conception. Valparaifo, and Coquimbo~ 
,,,here among the fhipping we might be ftocked 
with anchors~ cables, boats, and a, veffel to make 
a fire-{hip of, on which I mightily depended. 
All this being univerfally approved of, we got 
our tacks on board, and ftretched away to 
windward. 

My intentions after ~his were fixed upon'th~ 
coait 
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coafi: of Mexico. There I propofed to run the 
height of Tres Marias and California, as the 
moO: likely places to meet with the SuccefS. 
Thefe two places would have been commodi­
ous; the firO: for falting of turtle, and the Iaft 
for wooding and watering at, and for laying my­
felf in the track of the Manilla £hip, which, if I 
ihould have had the fortune to meet with, and, 
having a fire~{bip with me, I would have tried 
what I could have done with her. 

March 2.6, having well fecured our mafr, and 
bent a new fuit of fails, we frood to the fouth­
ward, expeCting to gain our paffage to wind~ 
ward in about five weeks. 

March, 3 I, as they were pumping the {hip: 
the water which came out of the well, was not 
only in greater quantity than ufual, but was alfo 
as black as ink. Th is made me judge that [orne 
water had got to our powder; and accQrdingly 
going into the powder-room, we heard the wa­
ter come in like a little l1uice. This had quite 
fpoiled the greateO: part of our powder; fo thar. 
we only faved the quantity of fix barrels. We 
found upon [earch a leak to be on the bow, un~ 
cler the lower cheek of the head l occauoned by a 
iliot which had been lodged there in Qur late_en= 
gagement, and which falling out by the working 
of the fhip in an head fea, had left room for a 
ftream of water; but we brought the [hip by 
the fiero, and) with great difficulty, fiopped i~ 
fecure1y. 

:May I I, we faw the great iOand of Juan: 
Fernandez~ 
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Fernandez, bearing eaft half fouth. Here 1 
plied on and off till the 21ft, but could not get 
off as much water as we daily expended. 

May' 2! a hard aaie of wind came out of the , 0 

fea upon us, and brought in with it a tumbling 
fwell; fo that in a few hours, our cable, which 
was riever wet before, paned, and inevitable 
fuipwreck appeared before our eyes. But Pro­
vidence fa far interpofed in our behalf, that, if 
vic had ihuck but a cable;s length farther to the 
eaftward or weftward of the place where we 
did fti-ike, we mutt certainly all have perifhed. 
Our main-maft, fore-malt, and mizzen·top-maft; 
went all away together; and happy it was for US 

that they did fa; for, by making them ferve by 
way of rafe, and by the help of thofe who were 
afhore before the wind came on, we were all 
faved, except one man. In the midft of this 
furprize, the firft thing I took care of, was my 
commillion; and, remembering the powder to 
be llppermoft in the bread-room, I got moft of 
it up, with about feven or eight bags of bread: 
tfleie we faved, as the ihip did not come to pieces 
immediately. In a few minutes, however, after 
!he firfl: ftruck, file was full of water. 'vVe fa ved ' , 
notwithfhinding, two or three compaffes, fome 
of our mathematical ififtrumerits, and books. 

When we firft got on iliore, we were without 
anyone th ing neceffary for our relief; not fo 
much as a feat whereon to reft our harraffed 
limbs, except the wet ground, which, as far as 

we 
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we could ft:e, was aHa like to be our bed and 
pillow, . and indeed ir proved to be fOe 

In the evening, all the officers came to confult 
with me, how we fuo111d get forne neceffaries out 
of the wreck; and, having by this time lighted 
a fire, we. \yrapt ourfelves in what we could get,. 
lai~ ourfelves rouwl it, and, Ilotwithftanding the 
badnefs of the weatht:r, we £lept very foundly " 
but,. the next morning, getting up with the firf!: 
glimpfe of day-iight, we looked at each othel' 
like men awakened out of a dream.; fo great 
and fa fudden was the melancholy changeiobuf' 
condition, that we could [caree truft to our 
fenfes • 

. ..-1 wentimmediatety among the people to fet 
.them about the work we had rdolved upon the 
night before; but they were fo feattered, there 
was no,getting them together, or we might, pro­
bably, have regained all our beef and porl\'i. This 
opportunity, however, was loft, by their eager­
neJs to build huts and tewts, in order £0 fettle 
themfelves for good; for, while they were thus 
employed, a furiot.1s gale of wind came on, which 
defl:royed all the provifions in the iliip, except on,e 
cafk of beef, and oF/e.of farina de pao, which w~re 
wailied whole on the {hand. I had faved IIOO 

dollars belonging to the gentlemen adventllr¢rs,' 
which were kept. in my cheft in the gr~at: 
cabbin; the reft, being in the bottom of the 
bl'e~d.room for fecurity, could not pallibly be 
come at. I need not fay how difconfolate my 
reflections were on the fad accident' that had 

YOLo II. Z hap4 
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hapFen~d.My firft thoughts were Cn the 
means whereby to preferve our lives, and on 
fome (cheme of u:conomy to be obterved a­
roongft the people, in rela:tion to the diftribu­
tion of fuch quantities of provifions as fuould 
from time to time be obtained. . . 

. I found a ve,:y commodious [pot of grorihd 
about half a mile from the fea, on which I fet 
llP my tent. There was a fine run of water 
within a ftoAe's call of it on each fide, with fir­
ing near at hand) and trees proper for our ufe. 
The people fettled within can about me, In as 
good a manner as they could: and h~ving all 
fecured ourfelves againft the inclemency of the 
we~ther, we ufed to pafs our time in the even­
ing round a great fire, roafting craw·fifu in the 
embers. 

I now began to think of building fuch a vefI'd 
from~he wreck as might carry U3 an off at once· 
from (his ifIand ; and for that purpofe confuIe­
ed with the carpenter; but was aftonifhed at his 
anfwer, ' he could 'not make brick, he faid,. 
without thaw,' and walked away from me in a 
furly humour. From him I went to the ~t­
mourer, and afked him what he eQuid do to­
wards building a fmall veffel for us; to which 
he 'anfwered, that he hoped he could'da all the 
iron· work ; that he had, with much labour, got 
his bellows OUt of the wreck, and that- he dkt 
n'otdoubt but we fuould find a great many 
other ufeful things, when we came to fet about 
a fearch for them in goodearfJdt •. 

June 
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,June 8, we laid the bloc~s, and got the bow­
fprit ready to make a keel. The carpenter for a 
little while went on with feeming good temper, 
but fucldenly turning !hort upon me as 1 Hood 
by -him, Be f wore a great oath, be wot! ld nOI: 

ftrike another {hoke, 'he truly would be no 
C body's £lave, and thought himfdf now upon a. 
, footing with myrelf: This provoked ele to 

:ufe him a little roughly with my cane; but af~ 
terw~fl'ascame to an .agreement with him to give 
him a fburqpiftol~ piece as foon as the frel11 an4 
fiero-poft were up, and 100 piecesuf eight 
when the bark was finilhed. He then went co 
work on the keel, and in two months time we 
made a tole~able fuow, owing to the diligence 
and ingenuity of Popp1eftone, the armourer. 
who made us hammers, chinds, files, gimle~s, 

. ,-bullet-moulds, and an inihument to bore .cur 
.,cart0tlch boxes. Thefe laft we covered with 
feals lkins, and contrived them fo as to be both 
handy and neat. He, befides all this, began and 
·.finiilied with his own hands, a large ferviceable 
boat, which was what we very much flOOd in 
:need of.. " 

For a few days the people behaved them{::-Jves 
ve\y regularly and diligently, half of them work-

. ing one day, and half another. But the time 
foon arrived when we fell into fuch confufion 
and outrageous diforder, that it was a miracle 
we ever gOt off from this place by any affilhnce 
of our own; for, one afternoon, I miffed all the 
people, and could fee no b~dy but Mr, Adams, c 

Z 2 . our 
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our flJrgeon, Mr. Hendry the agen):,. my fon; 
aQdMr. Dodd, lieutenant of marines"who,f~r 
fame rearons bdt known to himfelf, had, a mind 
to aCt the madman. At night I w~s informed, 

,they had 'afiembled together at a gre~t tree, hiKl' 
formed a new regu1ati9l\ and new artiqles" had 
excluded the g(';ntiemel1 adventurers in,England 
from having any part of what we fhould take for 
the future, and had divefted me of the authority 
of their Captain, having regulated themfel"es ac­
roiding to the difcipline of Jamaica. They:had 
cbofen Morphew to be their champion and 
{pcaker. This man addreffed himfelf to me, 
;nd told me, 'that, as the Speedwell was q!): 
" away, they were now of confequence at their 
'own difpofal, fo that their obligations to the 
c, owners and me were of no validity, the !hip 
~pej/1g now: no more; they therefore, he. faid, 
~ had, now thought fit to frame [uch articles as 
.' would be molt conducive to their own intereft; 
~, and, if I would fign them, well; if not, they 
, would not trull themfelv'es under my conduc,:l:, 
~ as they lhould always be apprehenfive that I 
, ihollid ferve them as Clipperton had ferved 
~{pr:ue of his men, who (they heard) happening 
, to be taken feparately, he denied them, and 
, fufl"ered eight of ~hem to be h'lnged as pirates 
, be,fore his face.' 

In ~hefe articles, be.fides cafting off. tht:, own~ 
ers, I found myftlf reduced .from fixty!hares to 
!lx. I was at a 10fs what to do in this di. 
l~Q1r:ua; but ilt 1aft I found my(elf under an iq-

difpen.fiblQ 
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oifpenfibl~ neceffity of figning the articles, ill 
order to get off from the iOand, where otherwife 
I might have been fon ibly left behind. 

And now} having very unwillingly fatisfied 
them in all I thought they COllld afk, I recom­
mended to them the velie! we haca begun, not 
doubting, but after this (hey would have ufed 
their conftant endeavours to finial her, that they 
might have an opportunity of putting their pr~ 
jeCt in execution; ::lnd they [aid they would. 

But early the next morning, going down to 
~he beach as ufual, and expecting fO find every 
O:1e employed, J faw none of them, except the 
carpenter, and cwo or three more; for, notwith­
Handing they were abettors of the defigns that 
were carry ing on, yet the hopes of a little mOiler 
b)m me had made them work pretty diligently, 
ti,cough I cannot fay they fatigued themfdves. 
Upon enquiry, I was informed, that the reft of 
the people were again adjourned to the great tree; 
and it W2.S not long before I was made acquaint~ 
ed ',,;,ith the refulr of their meeting; for, betimes 
the next morning, they furrounded my tent, 
while Morphew, ~nd Scewart, their agent, came 
in to me, and told me. Thev came in the name 
of all the people to demand every thing be~ 
looQ'inp- to the pentlemen adventurers out of my o a 0 

pofCeffion, aed parncularly 750 weight in Pinna 
or virgin fiiver, a filver difu weighing 75 Ol.lOCeS, 

and 250 dollars in money, I clid not eafily part 
with all this: but they de fired 1 would make no 
rlifpute ; for, as all tl~is came out of the wreck, 

they 
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they infifted, the owners could have nothing ,to 
do with it, and they were ddermined to have 
it. In ilion, I was obliged to give it aU up, and 
they fnared it amongfr them that very moment, 
according to their new regulation. 

After this, they entirely ddhoyed what little 
power they had allowed me over them; and the 
meane.ft of them were taught they were as good 
as I. They fometimes denied me a quota of the 
£J11, and wondered I could not go out to catch 
it as well as they; at heft, they would give my 
fervant who ufed to fetch it but the leavings, af. 
ter they had chofen the prime : and~ to complete 
their infults, my firft lieutenant, who ufed fome­
times to eat with me, entirely defend my mefs 
to join Morphew, to partake of his better fare. 

~lite tired out with their incdIant mutinies, 
I became at length [0 defperate, that I began to 
think of preferring the dangers of the rea, in a 
fman open boal:, to what I thought myfe1f el'. 
pofed to on this place from my fhip's company. 
I apprehended, they would never ren: till they 
had made themfelves entirely their own maf.lers~ 
by privately making away with me; ;:md this 
made me melancholy and penfive, prep2.rtng 
myfelf for the worft that could happen. They 
perceiving this cbange in me) gWlJ' fufpicious 
that I was now contriving fome means to reduce 
them; and, therefore, they determined to get 
the arms out of my po.ITt:ffion. To this purpofe 
they all came in a body, headed by Brooks and 
Morphew, who~ 111 th.e prefen.ce 0(/ aU the 

people3 
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people, ufed rne VJith infllpportable implK1el1Ce ; 
and even went fo far as to threaten the life of 
my [011 7 fOf only telling 1\1orphew, tk,t every 
lOne prelem had not chofen him for his fpeaker. 

Having gained thst point alfo, they had the 
pleafure ot fquanckring away their time, and 
powder and {hor, in Bring at cats, lOr any thing 
dfe, to walle the aC1munirion. 

Vlhat I have flOW rebted, is the fubfbnce of 
\?Ihat occurred ftOm M2Y 2~. till Auguft 15, 
when we had fight of a large fl1ip, which put us 
lJjto a great hl1rry, and gave us a conf:der<?ble 
alarm. Before me cro£fed the bay, ] ordered an 
the fires to be pu~ out, and confined the negroes 
2nd Indians, left the fll1ip n~ould be becalmed 
under the land, and any of them fhould ;Htempe 
rco f'!Jim off to her. However, K was not kmg 
]0 fear, for lbe kept away large, and:H too gee",: 
a difrance to perceive any thing dWincUy of us. 

On this oecaGon I got El',ifr of the people 
t1l1der arms, and was glad to fee fo many of 
them, in [orne mea[ut~, OSeLEe~l: to commcwcL 
I told them. I was pleafed to fee their :::rms il1 
fuch good order; to whi,::h they anfwered im~ 
pertinently, that it W:.lS for their own fakes. Ene 
ihis alarm was fcarce fubfided before tbev be-

e 

came divided among themfe17es. The queftion 
fiarted was, whether or DO the buk ihould be 
carried on, or. whether they f£lould lilot build 
two large 1118Jlops, and fet what was done of the 
bar k on fire. The workmen, and a c;onfidera~ 
bie majority of the refl-, fic:ed with me in be-

h;llf 
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half of the bark: but at night the carpenter 
fent me word, that, if I did not deliver him the 
mon(~y agreed on at the beginning, notwirhfl:and­
ing the terms of the pa ')' ment of it were nor yet 
fuifilled~ 1 fhould not it'e his face again; fa I was 
obl:ged to treat this gentleman as he pleafed to 
have me, and raife the money for him. 

To complete the number of our divifions 
and difIentions, there arofe a third party, who 
were refolved to have nothing to do with the 
other two, they purpofing to feay on the ifiand. 
Thefe were to the number of 12, who accord­
ingly feparated themfelves from the reft, and 
never appeared amongft us, except in the nighr, 
when they ufed to come about our tents, and the 
bark we were building, to fteal powder, Jead, 
and axes, and in fhart, whatever eIfe they could 
lay their hands on. Thefe, however, I found 
means to manage, and took from them all their 
arms, ammunition, and.the reft of their plunder, 
and threatened, that, if they were found within 
mufquet.fhot of our tents, they fhould be treat­
ed as enemies. 

In a little time thefe divifions had fa fill' 

weakened the whole body, that, by degrees, 
they began to liften a little to what I faid to 

-them; and 1 prevailed fo far as to get moft of 
them into a working humour. Mr. Brooks now 
came with a feigned fubmiffion, and deured he 
might eat with me again; but this, in the main, 
abated nothing of his efteem for Morphew. His 
diffimulation, however, proved of fignal fervice, 

a~ 
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as it contributed to the fpeedy finiiliing of the 
bark. This claimed the affil1ance of aU our 
heads and hands; for when we came to plank 
her bottom, wehad mOrt difheartening difficul­
ties to encounter; for, having no plank but 
pieces of the wreck's deck, we found it fo dry 
and fmbbort1, that fire and water h3.d [carce any 
effeCt in n'laking it pE2.ble and fit for ufe, It 
rent and fplit, and flew lil~e glafs; [0 that now 
1 had fufficient reafons to believe, after aU our 
labour, that we muit patiently wait to be taken 
off from hence by fome Spanifh ihip, and~ after 
:ill our troubles, be led to a prifop.~ to refleCl: on 
our misfortunes paft. However~ by conftant 
labour, and a variety of contrivances, we, in the 
end, patched our bark up in fuch a manner, that 
I dare fay the like was never feen. and 1 may 
venture to affirm, that fuch a bottom nevel' 
fwam on the fmfaee of the fea before, 

Sept. 9, the boat, whieh I have already men~ 
tioned to be begun by the armourer, was launch~ 
ed ; and~ being now in a fair way of compleating 
ot}r bark, there yet remained, unconfidered and 
undetermined, what provifions we ihould get tQ 

fupport min oUr prefent voyage. AU the Hock 
we had eonfifted of but one cafk of beef, 6 ve 
or fix bulhels of farina or Cafiader flour, together ~ 
with four or five live hogs. 

I made feveral experiments to cure both 6th 
and feal, but found it impoffible, At length, 
we luckily thought on a method of curing the 
conger-eel, by fplitting it, and taking out the 
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back-bone, then dipping it in faIt-water, andaf­
t~rwards hanging it up to dry in a great fmoke. 
As no other filh could be preferved after this 
manner. the filhermen were ordered to catch 
what congers they could. And now feveralof 
the people, wbo had not yet ftruck a ftroke, 
began to repent of their folly, as they grew 
we';:"y of living on this place, and offered their 
fervice to go a.fifuing, everyone making fome 
fQolifh excufe or other, for having been fo long 
idie. The new boat being fent to try her for­
tune, returned at night? and brought in a grea,t ' 
parcel of fifh of feveral forts, amongl1 which 
were 200 conger-eels. This w.as a good begin­
ning, and every tent took a proportion, of them 
to cure. 

Having this conveniency of a large boat, I 
defired Mr, Brooks, our only diver, to try wha~ 
he could re.cover from that part of the wreck 
which lay under wa~er. He accordingly under~ 
took it; and could find but one fmall gun, which 
he weighed and brought on {hare, together with 
two pieces of a large church candleftick, which 
was a part of the plate w:,ich belonged to the 
gentlemen adventurers, 

Our boat was now daily employed in fiIhing. 
The armourer conflamly fupplied them witb 
hooks~ and there was no want of lines, which 
were made of twifted ribbon. In the mean 
time) thefe who were afhore, made twice layed 
ftuff for rigging and other ufes. vVe patched 
up the can'Va~ for fails; the cooper completed 

hi~ 
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his caiks; and, in a (hOrt tirn(;, "'Ie had mans 
an-end tolerably well rigged, and thought we 
made a comfortable figure. 

And now, having done all we could, when we 
came to put in water, to try the tightne1s of our 
work, it was followed by an uoiverfaloutcry, 
Afieve! afieve! I VJas -afrJid the people would 
have defpaired, and defil1:ed from ufing any far­
ther means: bur, in a little lime, and by incef­
fant labour, we repaired (he {hip's pumps, and 
fitted them to our bark. Tbe next iiJring·tide 
we found means to launch her, which fell out 
on the 5th of October, by which time we had. 
faved about 2300 conger-eels, weighing" one 
with another, about one pound each, and m::tde 
about 60 gallons of feals oil to fry them in. 
This, with what Imemioned before, was all our 
fea-frock. As fhe went off the blocks, I named 
her the Recovery, though I was fadly afraid of 
heari-ng ill news from thofe afloat in her; bLlt 
all proved indifferently well; and. knowing it (() 
be dangerous for her to lie here long, eJpeciaJly 
having no other anchor than a great frone, and 
a flight rope to hold her with, and that the leart 
puff of wind might have driven and deftroyed 
her upon the rocks, we got all the water off that 
day, which we did fo much t:auer and quicker, 
becallfe the caiks were ready ftowed in the hold. 
She had two mafts, and was of about the burt hen 
of twenty tons; and, to my great fatisfaction, I 
found, that one pump, conftantly working, kepr: 
her fr~e. The next day, October the 6th, we 

A a q got 



180 CAPTAIH SHELVOCK's VOYAGE. 
got everyone on board and embarked, leaving 
behind us eleven or twelve of thofe who had 
deferred us, They were deaf to all perfuafions; 
and) i:) Ihort, rent me word, ' They were not 
, yet prepared for the other world ;' fa they, 
with the like number of blacks and Indians, 
remain::d behind on ;:he iDand, 

This iDanclenjoys a fine wholefome air, info­
much that~ out of 70 of us that were on it for 
the JjJace of five months and eleven days, not 
one of us had an hour's ficknefs, notwithflanding 
we fcd on foul diet, without breacl or faIt. For 
my own p2.it, I muD: acknovvleJge the bounty of 
Providence; for, although I lon: much of my 
fidh, I became one of the ftrongeft and motl 
aCtive men on the iflancl, from being before very 
corpulent, and almoft crippled with the gouL 
On the tops of fome of the mountains of this 
ifland, are plains covered with groves of the 
Italian laurel. Palm-trees are likew ife found in 
moft pans, growing in fmooth joints like a cane, 
fame 30, fome 40 feet high, What feamen call 
palm-cabbage is the very fubftance of the head 
of this tree, which being cut off, you find in­
elofed a white and tender voun a cabbabae: but, • c 
for everyone we got) we were obliged to cut 
clown a fine lofty tree. 

The northern part of this iOand is very well 
watered, and the water keeps well at fea, and is~ 
I dare fay, as good as any in the world. Down 
the wefcem peak defcend two (afcades, to ap­
pearance, at Ie aft 300 feet perpendicular; which, 
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with the palm-trees that grow up clofe by the 
edges of them, exhibit a very grand and roman­
tic profpeCt. 

Vie might have found goats enough in the 
mountains, if we had been able to follow them; 
and cats are fa numerous, that there is hardly 
taking aftep without Harting one. Thofe vvhofe 
ftomachs could bear their flefh for food, found 
a more fublhntial relief from hunger by one 
meal of it, than from four or five of filh. 

The Spaniards, who firft frocked this iOand 
with goats, have fince endeavoured to defhoy 
thefe goats by dogs) which are likewife very nu­
merous; but the goats have many in;;lcceffible 
places of refuge, where no dogs can follow 
them; and they frill continu~ to afford a plen. 
tiful fupply to Hrangers. 

While we were here, it was the feafon for the 
fea-lioneffes to come to land, to bring forth their 
yeung. Thefe have bodies of a monfrrous bulk, 
being from J[O to 12 feet long, and near as much 
in circumference. I may venture to affirm, that, 
one with another, they would yield each a butt 
of train oil. They are fo indolent, that, as foon 
as they have gained the land, they fall aOeep, 
and in that condition remain a month together 
fo torpid, that you might fire a piftol at their 
heads without difturbing them; but where the 
fea-lioneifes lie, as they do in companies after 
they have yeaned, to give fuck to their young. 
there is always an old lion, of the Iargeft fize, 
inceifantly on the watch} and at the 'approach of 
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:10 enemy makes a hideous roaring, threatening 
death to him who {hould be fo hardy as to mo­
left his charge; and, in truth, were they not fo 
unweildy, they would be a dtfperate creature to 
encounter~ We were accuftomed to walk a­
mongO: them without dread; for all, but thofe 
who were to take care of the young, were loft in 
-the profoundeft Oumbers. On the land they in­
gender, and bring forth their young, whoingen­
del' alfo before they go off, againft the next fea­
fon; fo quick and fuddenly do they increafe and 
propagate. 

The feals here may properly be called fea­
wolves, from the refemblance of their heads to 

the heads of wolves, dIffering in that particular 
from the feals in tht northern hemifpheres where 
their heads are more like the dog's. They are 
naturally furly, and foarl in an angry manner, on 
the approach of any body. Two fins compofe 
their tails, and with the help of thefe they get 
a10ng much fafter than the lions. 

Every thing on~ fees or hears in this iOand is 
different from what IS elfewhere to be found. 
The very ilruCture of the iOand, in all its parts, 
appears with a certain favage. irregular beauty, 
not eajJy to be exprdTed. The feveral profpects 
of lofty inacceffible hills in the d3.Y, and the fa., 
litarinefs of tbe gloomy narrow valEes in the 
night, added to the mixed, confufed noife of 
the fmgc continually beatino- ao-ainft the fhore 

Db' 
the tumbling of the waters from an immenfe 
precipice, the roaring of fea-lions and fea .. 
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wolves, whofe :voices are more or lefs {hrill or 
hoarfe according to their youth or age, compafe 
fo wild and horrible a medley, that the ftautel1 
man muft long be accuftomed to it, before he 
can tafte the fweets of refrefuing fieep, or 
wholly div.eft himfelf of terror. 
. Oaober 6, we fet fail, with nothing to fubfifi: 
on at fea hut the before-mentioned (moked con .. 
gel'S, one cafk of beef, and four live hogs) -toge­
ther with three or four bufhels of farina. 'We 
were upwards of forty of us crowded together, 
and lying upon bundles of eels, with no conve­
nience of keeping the men clean, nor any thing 
to defend us from their abominable french; not 
a drop of water to be had without fucking it out 
of the caik through a pipe, which beioK ufed pro· 
rnifcuoufiy, became intolerably naufeous. The 
unfavoury marfels we daily ate created perpe~llal 
quarrels amongft us, everyone contending for 
the frying- pan. All the conveniency we had 
for firing, was an half tub filled with earth, which 
made our cookingfQ tedious, that we had a cOO w 

tinual noife of frying from morning till night. 
Thus we traverfed the ocean: happy, how­

a'er, in the thought of being once more afloat. 
and cherifhing the hope that fomething ,vould 
fpeedily fall into our hands. Every day, while 
the fea-breeze continued, we were hard put to it. 
for not having above 16 inches free board, and 
our bark tumbling prodigiouOy; the water con­
tinually ran over us ~ and, having only a grating 

. deck, 
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deck, and no tarpaulin to cover it, our pumps' 
would but juft keep us free. 

Oaober 10, being the fourth day of our new 
e?,pedition, we fell in with a large iliip,. which I 
could plainly fee was Europe built. This ftruck 
nie with the dread of her being a man-of-war; 
however, our cafe being defperate, I ftood for' 
her, and, before we could get quite up with her, 
theenemv difcovered the brownnefs of our can'" 
vas, and; fufpecting us, wore £hip, and hauled 
dofe on a wind to the weft ward. This done; 
they hoifted their colours, fired a gun, and 
crouded away from us at a great rate; but, in 
about two hours it fell calm, and we had re­
courfe to our oars. In the mean time we over­
hauled our arms, which we found to be in very 
bad condition) one-third of them being without 
flints, and we had but three cudaffes; fa that we 
were but ill prepared for boarding, which was 
the only means we could have of taking any fhip. 
We had but one fmall cannon, which we could 
not mount, and therefore were obliged [0 fire it 
as it lay along upon the deck; and to fupply it 
we had no more ammunition than two round 
iliot, a few chain-bolts and bolt-heads, the clap~ 
per of the Speedwell's Lell, and fome bags of 
beach-frones to ferve for partridge. In about fOlJr 
hours we came up with this {hip, and everyone 
feemed as eary in his mind as if atl:ually in pof. 
feffion of her. Bur, as we advanced nearer, i 
faw her guns and patararoes, and a conGderable 
.umber of men upon deck, with their arms glit-

tering 
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tering in the fun, who called out to us by the 
name of Englin1 dogs, defying us, in a [cornful 
way~ to come on board of them, and at the fatue . 
,time gave us a volley of great and fmall !hot, 
which killed our gunner, and almdft brought: 
our fore-marl: by the board. This warm recepa 
tion ftaggered a great many of my men who 
before feemed the forwardefl:, infomuch that 
they lay upon their oars for fame time, in [pite 
of all I could do to make them keep their way. 
We recovered ollrfelves again, and rowed clofe 
up with the enemy, and engaged them till all 
our fmall ihdt was expended, which obliged us 
to fall aitern to make fame £lllgS. in this mari­
ner we made three attempts, bllt with no better. 
fuccefs. 

All the night it was calm, and We were buGed 
in making £lugst and had provided a large quan­
tity by the next morning, when we came to a 
finai determination of either carrying the thip, 
or of fllbmitting to her; and accordingly, at 
dar-break, I ordered twenty men. ih our yaul~ 
to lay her athwart the hawfe, whIlft I boarded 
her in the bark. The people in the boat pUt 
off, giving me repeated affurantes of their good 
behaviour; bur, at the very junB:ure we were 
coming to aCtion, a gale [prang up, and the 
went away from us. 

This fhip was called the Margarita, and was 
the fame which had been a privateer belonging 
to St. Malo's, and mounted forty guns, all the 
laft war. In the fkirmifhes we had with her~ 

VOL. II. B b we 



186 CAPTAIN SHELVOCK's VOYAGE. 

w~ had none killed, except Gilbert Henderfon, 
our gunner; and only three were wounded, viz. 

I Mr. Brooks, Firft Lieutenant, through the thigb, 
Mr. Coldfea, the MaO:er, through the groin, and 
one of the fore. maO:· men through the fmall of 
his back. Two of thefe did very well, and I 
think there was fomething extraordinary in their 
cure; for the furgeon had nothing to apply to 
their wounds, but what he himfelf had prepared 
with feals-oil, and other matters he had found 
on the ifland. Mr. Coldfea, indeed, lingered in. 
a miferable mannel' for nine or ten months ~ 
bur at length recovered. 

Our condition now grew worfe and worfe ; 
for foon after we had parted from this !hip, a 
hard gale came on, which lafted four days with­
out ceafing~ during all which time we had not 
an hour's hope of living a minute. We were 
obliged to fcud away under bare poles, with 
our yaul in tow; and, having but a !hart fcope 
of boat-rope, we were, on the defcent of every 
fea, in the greateft danger of having the baI'k'5 
{tern beat in by the violence of the boat's pre­
cipitate fall after us; and, once in particular, a 
great hollow fea had like to have thrown her 
upon our deck, which would have put an end 
to our voyage immediately. The exceffive 
fright of this ftorm made many of our people 
form a reiolution of going on fhore the very 
firft opportunity. 

In this extremity, calling to mind M. Fre .. 
zier's account of Iquique, I mentioned the fur­
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prizal of that place to the crew, which being 
tlOiverfally approved of, we diretl:ed our courfe 
:to that iOan,d. 

It was three weeks before we got this length; 
and having nothing to ride the bark with, we 
were obliged to keep the fea with her, whiHl: 
the boat went in between the rocks, and was 
:receiv,ed by fome Indians on the ftrand with a 
fort of welcome. The men, being landed, weQt 
to the Lieutenant's houfe, broke it open, and 
rummaged the whole village, where they found 
a booty more valuable to us ;It that time than 
gold and filver. It confiaed of about fixty 
bufhels of wheat-flour, 120 of Calavances and 
corn, fome jerked beef, pork and mutton, fame 
thoufand weight of well-cured 6{h, a good 
number of fowls, forne rufk, and four or five 
<lays earing of foft bcead, together with five or 
flx jars of Peruvian wine and brandy; and, to 
{crown all, they had the good fortune to find a 
large boat near the {hare, to bring off the booty 
with, which otherwife would have been of little 
,ufe to us, our own boat ,being already fuffi· 
ciently laden with the men. 

Words cannot exprefs the joy that reigned 
among us when they came on board: the {cene 
was now ch;l.Oged from famine to pl,enty; the 
Aoaves of fofc bread were difhibuted to every 
one, and the jars of wine were broached; but 
1 took care they lhould drink but moderately 
of it, each .man havipg. no more than half a 
pint to his ll1i1re: and, ,after a day or .two·s 
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livina on wholefome diet, we wondered hoW' b .-

our ftomachs had been able to digefr our rank 
:and naufeous eeh fried. in train oil, and coulq 
fcarcelv believe we had lived upon nothing elfe 
for a ~lonth pafr. 

Mr. Randall, our Second Lieutenant, who. 
commande9 iQ this enterprize, told me, they 
did not me~t with the leaft oppofition, and that 
the few Indians ~hey found fcemed to be as glad 
of this opportunity of ~illaging the Spaniard_~ 
as we were. 

The fettlement at Iquique confifrs of about 
60 (cattered ill·built houfes, which hardly deferve 
that name, and a fmall church. There is not 
the leaft verdure to be [cen in or about it, nor 
does it afford the leaft neceffary of life, of irs 
own produCl:, not even water, which they are 
obliged to fetch in boats from Pifagua, ten 
leagues to the northward. 

By two Indian prifoners we took here, we 
were informed, that the Lieutenant's boat was 
then at pjfagua, and that it would not be long 
before her return; however, being determined 
to make fome acten')pt in the road of Ie Nafco, 
in lat 16 deg. S. and at Pifco, in lat. 13 deg. 
45 min. S. we fet fail, and the very morning 
we came off the Sierra or high~land of Ie Nafco, 
two hours before day-light, we fell in with a 
large {hip. The circumftances of our meeting 
and engaging her were, in fome meafure, the 
fame with thofe we had with the Margarita. 
Vie met with both at the fame time in the 
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rnorning, and. whilfi: in purfuitof both, ;,ad 
the misfortune of being becalmed. We fhug .... 
gled with this Jaft for fix or then hours, and 
were at length obliged to leave her, becaufe 
the rea-breeze came in 10 (hong, and the fea 
r'ln fo high, that, had file been of no force, 
our flight bark mufi: have been in' pieces before 
~ .. third part of us could have enter~d her. 
This fhip was called the St. 'FranciiCo Palacio" 
of 700 tons, eight guns and teo peteraroes, and 
was' well ma.nried and provided with fmall arms. 

It happened very unfortunately, that we 
fuould thus rnifs two of the befrequipped fhips 
in the private trade at that time in the South 
Seas. This laft replllfe was made a pretenl:e 
for much murmuring; many,defpairing of ever 
being able to take any thing.as our condition 
was, were for furrendering to the enemy, who 
was all the night becalmed near us, To pre­
vent their qefign, I took care to remove the 
two boats out of ~heir power, by ordering tw() 
men in each of th~m) fuch as I thought I 
could truft, and to caft off from us ata little 
diftane.e, that none might efeape in therri;'Bul:, 
notwithltanding the confidence I had in thefe 
four, the two 'in the beft bo~t ran away with 
her; and the next day I wasiMormed,' thai 
the Firlt Lieutenant and Morphew had made 
a party, too ftrong for me to oppofe, togo 
away with the boat that was left; but" itblow­
log frefil the next night, they were prevented 
frpm e}j:eeuting their clefign~' 

The 
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The next day we flood into the road of 
Pifco, as we had ddigned, where we difcovered 
what appeared to be a large ihip. We bore 
down to her with a refolLlte defpair, and laid 
her athwart the hawie; but, to our great fatis­
faction, we met with no reGftance, and were 
received by {he Captain and his Officers with 
their hats off, in the moft fubmiffive manner 
afking for quarter. Before we came up, I had 
ordered our boat to in:ercept theirs, which was 
going on fuore. They clapped her on board, 
but, not holding faft, they fell altern, and c0\:11d 
not fetch up wid1 her again; fo that in this 
boat was conveyed away every thing that m~ght 
have been valuable in the prize. She was a 
good ihip, of about 200 tons, called the Jefus­
Maria, almoft laden with pitch, tar, copper, 
and plank, but nothing elfe. The Captain offer­
ed 1000 dollars for her ranCom, but I could not 
give ear to it in the condition which I was then in. 

The Spaniih Captain informed me, that the 
Margarita had been arrived fome time at Callao, 
where {he had given a full account of us ; that 
the Captain of her, and three more, were killed 
in the action with us, and that the Priefr and 
{everal others were wounded; and that !he was 
now ready to put to fea again, with an addition 
.of ten guns and fifty men, to cruife for us: 
and~ moreover, that the Flying filb, a frigate 
of 28 guns, was already out with the fame in­

tent. Upon this advice) having cleared our 
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bark, we gave her to the Spanilh Captain, and 
as foon as tbe breeze [prang up, we weighed, 
and went to fea, and in going out met with out" 
boat, which I have mentioned to have left llS in 
tbenight; they edged towards us, imagining 
we were Spaniards, by whicb means we got them 
again. The two fellows in her were aImoit dead, 
having ate or drank nothing for thre,!! days, and 
had juft been afhore on a fmall ifiimd, to kill 
feals to drink their blood. Tbey hl;1d no excufe 
for themfelves, but that they fell aaeep, and the 
faint breezes of the night had wafred us in the 
bark away from them. 

Pifco being 40 leagues to the windward of 
Callao, I kept clofe hauled till I had gained a 
two degrees offing, and kept that diftance til! 
we had got well to the north ward of Callao, and 
hauled in again for the land, a little to the fouth~ 
ward of Truxillo, and looked into the roads of 
Guanchaco, Malabriga, and Cheripe; bur, fee ... 
ing no fhip at thofe places, I pailed between the 
Wand of Lobos de Tierra and the continent; 
and, Nov. 25, found ourfelves near the Saddle 
of Payta, where having made fome prifoners, I 
examined them concerning the condition of the 
town, which they anfwered was very poor at pre­
fent, there being neither money nor proviflons ill 
it, and {hewed me a fmall bark on the iliore, 
which Captain Clipperton had fent in here a little 
while before with fame of his prifoners, which 
had given them fuch an alarm, that every thing 
had been again removed into the country. This 
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tUlwelcome news did not hlilder us from keep.: 
ing un our way, with our Spani!h colours flying, 
tlll we came to [he pla:.e of anchorage. 

No fooner was our anchor down than I fent 
away Mr Brooks, with both the boats, armed 
with 24 men; no more of them, however, apQ 
peared than thofe who rowed, and two or three 
fitters in each, the reft, with their arms, lying in 
the bottom of the boat. Thus they advanced 
towards the town, without giving the leaft um c 

brage to the mhabitants, who were fo thoroughly 
J?erfl.laded of our being Spaniards, that, when the 
FfOple landed, they found the children playing 
on the beach, who were the firft that took the 
alarm, and ran away at the fight of armed men. 
In an inftant the whole place was in confullon; 
the town was deferted, and nothing left in it bue 
lit few bales of coade cloth, about 500 of dried 
tole or dog -fifh, two or three pedlars packs, and 
an inconfiderable quantity of bread and {weet· 
meats; fo that we unluckily had but little em~ 
ployment for our boats. 

As we lay at an anchor in the {hip, we took a 
boat with about fifty jars of Peruvia.n wine and 
brandy, the mafter of which told us, he was come 
by flealth from Callao, there being orders that 
none but fllips of fome force fuould flir out. 
This man was the firft who acquainted me with 
Captain Hatley's being taken, and the value of 
his pnzes; and likewife affured me, that, if 
Captain Clipperton had landed the firft time he 
was here, there were 400,000 pieces of eight in 
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at') befides a great quantity of jefuits bark, and 
other valuable commodities, of all which he 
might eafily have made himfdf matter; but he 
wanted courage. Some of the K:r,~~ of Spain's 
trcafure is frequently lodged under theGovernor'Sl 
care; and, if he had made an attempt. even the 
iecond time, it would have been worth his while. 
As for Collan, which is two miles to the north~ 
ward of this, fituated near the mo~th of a little 
river, it is a mean place, being entirely inhabit· 
en by Indians. 

From this place we directed our cOUffe for 
.the iOand of Gorgona, in the bay of Panama~ 
and in our paifage thither built a tank; or 
wooden ciftern, big enough to hold w tons of 
water, wherewith to fupply our want of caflc~~ 
as without the help of fome fuch contrivance we 
fhould have but little hopes of being ever, able 
to return home. In our way we made the ifland 
of Plate. Cape St. Francis, and Gorgonella; and 
on Dec. 2, we came to anchor to the leeward of 
the nonhernmoft point of Gorgofla, witL in Jeis 
than a quarter of a mile of the i'noreo Here we 
had the advantage of filling our water-ca!1:s i[]l 
the boat, the water running in [mall {heams into 
the fea, and cut down our wood at. high water 
mark; fo that in !efs than 48 hours we had done. 
our bllllnefs here, and hurried avvay to fea, for 
fear of thofe who might be in querr of us, 

Having got out of the track of the enemies 
iliips, we con{ijlted on the beft methods of pro~ 
ceeding, when the majority were for going di~ 
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rettly over to the coafts of ACta. Upon this wf!' 
changed our ibip's name from the Jefus Maria. 
to the Happy F'.eturn, and applied all our en­
deavours towards aDandoning thefe coafts; but 
the winds and currents were averfe to it; and 
fome of thofe who oppofed our departure, did fo 
much damage clandeftinely to our tank, that the 
greateft part of our water leaked out •. This, tOa 

gether with continual contrary winds and dead 
calms, which detained us till our provifions were 
much exhauitcc\ rendered us incapable to un­
dertake fo long a run; and therefor€, to furnifu 
ourfelves with what we wanted, I proPQfed a de­
fcent on the if1and .of ~libo, in lat. 7 deg. 40· 
min. N, where, by Captain Rogers's account, I 
~ueffed [here mun be inhabitants who lived in <1 

plentiful manner on the product of the country~ 
·On January 13, 17') I, we anchored li>etween 

Q201ibo and the iile of Quivetta, in a fandy bay?, 
commodiolls for wooding and watering. The 
morning after our arrival, we faw two large pi­
.raguas rowing in for the iile of ~ivetta, one of 
them with Spaniih colours flying; and, after a. 
little debate, whether it would be prudent for 
us to attack them in our boat or not, it was re­
folved, at aU hazards, to go after them in our 
yaut This enterprize was commanded by Mr. 
Brooks, our Firft Lieutenant,who found the men 
on {hore, brouaht away their piraauas and twO b b , 

prifoners, the one a Mulatto, and the other a~ 
Negro; the fefl: fought for refuae in the woods. 
The Mulatto niortified us very ~uch, by telling 

u~. 
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fl'1S, that a veffel laden with provifions had paif­
ed by v~ry near us in the night; but, to make 
.amends, promifed to .condua us to a place where 
we might fupply ourfelves without any hazard, 
provided we were not above two or three days 
about it. No news could be more welcome to 

us than this, wherefore we were very brifk in 
getting off our wood and water; and, on J anu­
ary the 19th, w'e got fafe in between Mariato and 
the iiland of Sebaco, and anchored in fix fathom 
water, over againfr a greenfield. which is in 9 

ftrutlion fufficient, there being but that dear 
fpot hereabouts. OUf guidedtfired we might 
be going at Ie aft three hours before day-light, 
and that then we !bonld be in good time at. the 
plantations. Accordingly 1 embarked at two 
the next morning in our own boat, and ordertd 
the two lieutenants in the two piraguas, leaving 
my fan and a few men with him, to take care of 
the !hip. Our guide carried us up fome part of 
the river St. Martin, and O\;lt of that into. feveraJ 
branches of very narrow creeks arnongft man­
groves, where we had nOE room to HhV, which 
made me fur pea he had no good defigo in his 
head; but we landed juft at day-break on a fine 
favannah. or plain ~ and, after a march of about 
three miles, came to two farm-hOt1fes)' whofe 
owners had made their eJCape~ except the wife 
and children of one houfe. 

The place anfwered the man's dtfcription, 
being furrounded by numerous herds of black 
cattle, hogs, and plenty of fowls of D.H fons ; 
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and here we found [orne dried beet~ plantains; 
and Indian corn; and, for pn::fent ufe, were en­
I:ertained with a wholfomc i:m:'akfaPc of hot cake 
and milk, a diet we had been long unacquainted 
with. When it C2me to be broad day, 1 faw our 
£hip clofe by us, upon which I afl{ed our Mu­
latco, How he came to bring us fo far about r 
He anf\,vered, There was a river between us~ 

and he did not know whether it was fordable or 
not. I therefore fe~-:t {i}me to try, who found it 
,vas no': above knee deep. Vvherefore, to avoid 
the t~oL;ble of carrying our plunder io far as we 
had been led, I ordered our boats to fCli, out of 
t:!e river Sto rvlarrin, and to come to tr.e beach 
over again[\: the fhip. vVe had not been long 
here before the mafter of the family vile were 
with, being anxious for their fafety, returned. 
and made an offer of as many of his blacl: catrIe 
as we fhoLlId think fit to require; whi.ch of.fer 
we k:ndly received: and he brought us the 
number we thought 'Ne could [ave; for, hav­
ing bm little faIt, and not being able to fpare 
warer to keep them ;Jive 'vvhen at fea, our den 
mands Viere rnoderate; and the few we n:quirq 

ed .. as loon as they were carried on board, were 
LUed. Their flefh \ve preferved by cmting it 
i!lto long nips of the thickoefs of a finger, and 
then I~,,\inkling it with fo fmal! a quantitv of 

I '-" l <# 

falt, tnat Vie did not uie above four or five 
pounds to a hundred weight; then letting it lie 
together two or three hours, we hung it up to 
dry in the fun, which perfeCtly qned it, and 

tha~ 



CAPTAIN SHELVOCK's VOY;\GE; 197 
that better than it CQuld have been done by any 
other way. 

Having done all we propafed in coming here, 
we departed with our decks full of fowls and 
hogs, amongft which there was one with· its 
navel, cr fomething like it, on its back. The 
Spaniards fay, that this, when wild in the woods" 
is a terrible animal to meet with, although at 
full growth it be but fmall. 

January 25, we made a fail about tw(}leagues. 
to the leeward of us: we gave her chace till we , 
found ibe was of Europeanftrl1Clore ; and fear­
ing me might be one of tbe enemy's n1ip~· of 
war, 1 clapped on a wind, and in h.alf an hour's 
time it fell calm. Soon after, we faw a boat 
rowing towards us, which proved to be the Sue­
cds's pinnace, commanded by jVlr. Davidfon, 
their Firtt Lieutenant. My 6rft interview with 
him was attended by an afronifhment equal 
on both fides; he could hardly believe that he 
faw us in fo mean and forlorn a cOl1qition; and 
I could fcaree believe that the Succefs (if in 
being) had been. all this while wandering up 
and down thefe fcas, 

I entertained him with a rehearfal of the coo­
flam run of misfortunes which had befallen 
us in the lono- interval 1lnce we f.::parated near 

t:> ~. 

the coaft of Enaland. till our pre1ent meeting 
o . d that day; and he, on his parr, en·tertame me 

with feveral remarkable incidents, which had 
happened to them in the courfe of their voyage. 
Particularly, he told me, that,· abom; a twelve-

month 
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1110nth before, they had taken a new French~ 
built brigantine, and put their officers and !hip's 
company's plunder on board of her, which 
they valued at ten thoufand pounds frerling; 
that their feeond Captain, Mr. Mitchel, was in­
trufted with the command of her, and was or­
der~d to go to fome illand on the coaO: of 
Mexico, and to fray there till Captain Clipper­
ton Lhould join him with his fhip; but thac 
they never could find the ifland finee, and, 
therefore, judged that poor Mitchel, and his 
men, were either ftarved, or murdered by the 
Spaniards or Indians, o.r that he had peri(hed 
with the ifland, fueh fubmerfions being frequent 
on thote coafts. The fiory of Captain Mitchel, 
who was a very worthy man, and an expert 
failor, is, in all its circumftances, a very tragi. 
tal one. There was always a jealoufy between 
him and his Captain, who ordered him to a 
place. and pretended to give him infallible di­
rections to find it, which never could be found 
afterwards, and, tis my opinion, never was above 
water; and the unfortunate gentleman, without 
doubt, perifhed in fame obfcure, mifemble man. 
ner, in queft of a place that was never yet, and 
perhaps never may be difeovered. In our dif­
courfe, I afked Mr. Davidfon the value of 
the booty they had made, and he afEued me it 
<lid not exceed 70 ,000 dollars-but that they 
had loft great opportunities~that in Ottober~ 
1720, they were in the bay of Conception, and 
had the misfortune to leav.e three laden ibiDS 

behind 
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behind them, and miffed a fourth, which was. 
coming into the bay, and which was 10 near J.:} 

to hail and talk to them, beGdes being becalmed 
by them ;-that though it was prob-able their 
launch could have taken them "ll four, yetl) 
through their Captain's deafnels to advice, they 
took none of them :-that, moreover, :hey had 
never yet cleaned their bot(Om~ notwithftanding 
they had had it in their power to do it; and 
that this negligence had like to have cofi: them 
dear; for that, in theif retur n from Conception. 
they looked into Coquimbot where they Caw 
five fuips at anchor, three of which let flip 
after them, and overtook them apace, but by 
[he favour of thick weather, and a hard gale 
of wind, they got clear of them; and further" 
that, off the port of Callao, they fell in with 
the Flying-fiih frigate, which was cmifing fort 
me in the bark, and which, by unpardonable 
mifinanagementon the part of Clipptrton, got 
fafe· from them, although deeply laden with a, 

valuable cargo defigned for Cadiz. I have been 
fince informed of this by one of my furgeoo's, 
mates, who was taken in the Mercury, and was.. 
furgeon of the Flying-fifh at that time. 

This was the fubfrance of my difcourfe with 
Mr. Davidfon~ when, in the mean time, a gale 
fprung up, which interrupted us, and I bore 
down to the Succefs, and went on board of her. 
I gave Capt3in CEpperton~ and Mr. Godfrey!) 
the agent-general. the whole hiftory of my 
~iOyage hitherto~ and e::.pected that 1 ihould 

haV'~ 
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have been treated by them as one belonging to' 
the fame in terefr, but found I was, miD:aken ; 
for they were unwilling to have any thing to do 
with me fince my filip was loft. However, I 
conceived. that he could not be fo inhuman, a:> 
to deny me the fupply of fuch neceiTaries as I 
wanted, and he could conveniently [pare. The 
anfwer I had to this was, that I !bould know' 
more of .hismind the next day: Amongit the 
reft of the difcourfe ! had with him, he told 
me he was juft come from the ifland of Cocos, 
that his people were fickly, and at very fhore 
allowance. Upon this, I offered my fervice to 
pilot him to Mariato, which was not above 

I thirty leagues diftant from us, where he might 
have refrefhed his people, and fupplied himfelf 
with what he would. But this was not accepted, 
be being refolved to make the beft of his way 
to the Tres Marias, where, he faid, there was tur­
,tIe enough to be had; fo I left him for that night. 

The next morning, as I was going on board 
of him again, with fome of my officers, he fud­
denly fpread all his canvas, and crouded away 
from us, who were in the boat: upon which 
I returned to our {hip again, and made fignals 
of diftrefs, and fired our gun feveral times, 
which was not regarded by him, till his very 
officers cried Ollt on his barbarity, and, at laO:, 
he broug,ht to. When I had failed up with 
him, (being exafperated at fuch inhuman treat'": 
Ipent) I fent Mr. Brooks, 04r Firft Lieutenant, 

t~ 
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to know the reafon of his abrupt departure, and 
to tell him that we ftood in need of feveral ne­
ceffaries, which, if he was not inclined to give; 
I would purchafe of him. Upon thefe terms he 
fpared me two of his quarter-deck guns, fixty 
round !hot, tome mufq uet- balls and flints, and a 
Spanifh chart of the coaft of Mexico and part of 
India and China, a half-hom, and a half minute 
ulafs, a compafs, and about 300 weight of fait; 
but with all (he arguments I could tlie, 1 could 
not prevail on hini to fpare us the leaH: thing out 
bf his furgeOll's cheft for the relief of Mr. Cold. 
fea, our rtiaftet, who had been ready to die of 
his wounds received in the engagement with the 
Margarita, for above three months paft:. When 
this was concluded, I again aiked him, if I could 
be of any fervice to him, and a!fured him, I had 
a pretty good fhip under foot, thotlgh ilie made 
but a poor figure, and believed I could hold 
him way, and that he knew our cargo was pretty 
valuable. To all this he anfwered, that, if I had 
a cargo of gold, he had no buIlnefs with me~ and 
that 1 muft take care of myfelf. Mr. Hendry, 
the agent, and Mr. Rainer a:nd Mr. Dodd, Lieu-. 
tenants of matli1es j feeing but little profpeB: that 
we iliould ever get home, and being weary of 
the work that was impofed upon them) deflred I 
would let them go on board the Succefs, for a 
paffage to England; which! confenting to, they 
went ali board accordingly, and Clipperton left: 
us to (bift for ourfelves, near the ifland of Cano. 
Having purchafed this fupply, I was for going to 
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the fomhward into the bay of Panama, to try 
our fortune there; but the majority 'oppofed me 
through fear, and were for going to the Tres 
Mar:c1s, to falt tnrtle there, and then ll:retch over 
for India. We directed our courfe thither; and,. 
a few days after, met with the Succefs in quell: of 
Sonfonnate, where they expeCted to receive t/;c 
Marquis of· Villa Roche's ranforn. That noble·> 
man had been fome time a prifoner wit:h them, 
and his wife was now at Guatimali, a city within 
30 leagues of that parr. We ranged clofe under 
their ftern, and alked how Captain Clipperton 
and the reft of the gentlemen did, but it was 
not thought proper to return any anf wer; fo 
without any concern, he free red one way, and 
we another. Afrer this, calms, and contrary 
winds, and unaccountable currents, reduced us· 
to a very fmall allowance, which we were oblig_ 
ed to diminifh daily. and fhould have been in 
deeper diflrefs than ever~ had it not been for the 
turtle which we took on the furface of the wa., 
rer. Vve had a conti!1uallook-out for them, and 
they were eafily known, at a great dill:ance, by 
the number of fea-birds that perched on their 
backs. Upon fight of thefe, we ufed to lay afide 
the advantages we might have made of the wind, 
to embrace the opportunity of prolonging our 
p.rovlfions. Upon the whole, though we loft 
fe>me of our way in purfuit of turtle after this, 
manner, it :vas not the greateft inconvenience 
that atte~ded us; the dreffing it made a great 
cQnfumptlon of our water, the quantity of wh.ich 
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decreafed upon us very fudcenly, by the conti· 
nual ufe of it in boiling the turtle with plantain 
flower. This relapfe into a it.He of famine. 
threatening us with [peedy and cerrain perdic!on. 
if means were not ured to avert it, made me 
propofe the plundering of fome fmall (Own as 
we coafted along the ihore. Guamlco was the 
nearefl to us: but the very morning we were 
fleering in for this place, at flln.rifing we faw a 
fail a confiderable way to leeward of us. We 
thought it would be better to take this lnip than 
to venture on ihore, and therefore we bore down 
to her, who in the end proved to be the Sllccefs. 
We now met with a double baulk, both as to 
our hopes or Guatulco and the ihip; for we 
were by this accident got fa far to the leeward 
of Guatulco, that it was neediefs to beat up fo 
far againft the wind for an uncertainty, when we 
had a gaJe, that, had it continued, would have 
carried us to fome better port. 

Em: the winds were but a few hours propi­
tious, and were fucceeded by perpetual con­
trary gales, which deftroyed all our hopes, and 
brought us down to a [mall earthen plate of ca· 
lavances, a kind of fmall bean, for 24 hours, 
which not being fufficient to keep us alive. we 
had recourfe to the remainder of our frnoked . 
congers, which had for fame months been neg­
leCted, and lain foaking and rorting in the 
bulge water. They were certainly as difagree­
able food as ever men eat. 

IJnder thefe calamitous circumftances did we 
D d 2, lTlee~ 
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meet with the Succefs a fourth time, near th~ 
port of Angels; and, after having made the ap3 
pointed fignal, we ftood [0 near to one another, 
that, to ufe the fea phrafe, a bifl.;:et might have 
been toffed from !hip to Ihip, but we did not 
change a word with each other; for. Captain 
Clipperton, as I have fince been informed, hacl 
ordered all his officers and fhip's company to 

take no notice of liS: and, though he was fo 
t~uly fenfible of the difficulties and hazards we 
had to cope with, if our deGgn was to go for 
India, that he faid~ The child tbat was born the 
day before would be grey· headed with age be­
fore we fhould arrive there (intimating by tha~ 
expreffion, that it was impoffible for us to do it), 
yet, notwithftanding, he, without any remorfe~ 
~ouJd fee us on the brink of fuffering the great­
eft feverifies our ill fortune could load us with~ 
and not lend us a helping hand to deliver us 
from the impending ruin. 

Thus furrounded on all fides by prefent 
want and threatening diJafters, we, on ~he 12th 
of March, being off the port of Acapulco, faw 
a !hip between us and the fuore. I bore dowQ 
to her, till perceiving her to be a large Europe,,; 
built !hip, with Spanifu colours fiying~ I CODe 

eluded fhe '\'Vas the Peregrine, who, as I had 
been informed,. had carried the Prince of St. Bl1~ 
eno, who had been Viceroy of Peru, to this port 
in his way to Spain. With thefe fufpicions, be­
ing as yet unwilling to run ourfelves fo immedi'! 
flte]y jnt() the en~IPY's clutchts~ I h~l1~e~ a.gaiq 

eq 
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cn a wind, which he feeing, be pulled down his 
SpaniOl, and hoifted an Englilll en[ign, and made 
the fignal agred on between Clipperton and me 
for knowing one another. Had they been in any 
other part, I n10uld have been fo far from ehter­
taining any thoughts of fuch a change in him~ 
that I fuould have looked on all his Ggnals as 
the artifices of the enemy~ who might have ac­
quainted thernfelves with them by the informa­
tion of fuch of our men as they might have taken 
prifohet"s, But now, making rio doubt that it 
was he, 1 bore down to him, and being come 
along his fide, he fent Captain Cook, his fecond 
Lieutenant, in his yaul, with an obliging letter 
to me, to inform me, he was cruifing for the 
homeward-bound Manilla {hip, and defiring I 
would affift him in the enterprize, and come on 
board of him the next morning, propofing a 
union of our two filip's companies. I was very 
well pleafed with this offer. and, without hefita. 
tion, returned him word that I wou1d be with 
him early. 

-In the mean time, I read over his letter pub­
licly to my people, and exl10rted them feriouOy 
to confider of the great benefits that would ac .. 
~rue to us on all fides from it. Upon which they 
all expreffed the moft refigned willingnefs to join 
jn the undertaking. But, as Clipperton had ufed 
us founhandfomely berore, they defired I would 
get forne fej:urity for their lliares, figned by Cap~ 
pin Clipperton, Mr. Godfrey the agent, and the 
f~g: qf th,eir officers. I wel)t qn board, and, ac~ 

(:ording 
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cording to their requeft, Capt. Clipperton, and 

Mr. Godfrey, the owners agent, immediately 
drew up 3D inftrument fully worded for the 
purpofe, and they and all the other officers 

figned it. This was all my people vvanted to 

make them eair. 
We then proceeded upon our main buGnefs; 

and, after mature deliberation, it was thought 
m~ft advifeable, that I 1hould fend the greateft 
part of my men on board the Succefs, as foon as 
we faw the Manilla fhip come out of Acapulco, 
and leave only a boat's crew with me to bring 
me away, in cafe I fuould have oecaGon to make 

,ufe of my !hip as a fireofuip,or'a fmoaker, which' 

we jointly propofed to do, if we found the ene­

my too hard for us; and it was determined to 
board her at once, as we fuould otherwife have 

much the worft of it, on account of their 
fuperior weight of metal, and the better capa­
city of their 1hips, which are built very ftrong, 
to bear a cannonading. Clipperton affured me, 
he was certain of the time when {he would fail 
from this port, which the Spaniards fay is always 
within a day or two after Paffion~week, of which 
we had a fortnight yet to come. 

Before I returned to my own iliip, I acquaint­
ed Captain Clipperton with our Oender ftock of 
provifions, but particularly with our iliortnefs of 
water; and he told me he had 80 tons of it on 
board, and he would [pare me as much of it as I 

would have, or any thing eIfe his £hip afforded. 

I had 
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1 had now the pleafure of being reftored to 
my (;ommand in as regular a manner as ever; 
everyone, from the higheft to the loweft, ex­
preffing the fatisfaction he had in the profpe& 
before us. But Morphew, that ringleader of 
all our diforders~ fearing my refentment, thought 
i.t was his beft: way, to infinuate himfelf into the 
favour of the Captain and Officers of the Sue .. 
cefs, which he did effectually, by an humble, 
fubmiffive, outward deportment, and prevailing 
prefents. In fuort, he had his end, and left me; 
but, the next morning, Mr. Rainer, who aCted 
with us afterwards as Captain of marines, came 
on board of us to vifit his old thipmates, and 
fo continued. 

Thus we cruifed in good order, and with a 
great deal of hope, until March 17, when, too 
wards evening, Clipperton, contrary to his ufual 
cuftom, frretched a-head of us about two leagues, 
without lowering fo much as a top-galla nt-fail for 
us to come up with him. J could not but be a 
little fiartled at this, as being quite contrary to 
his u[ual method. However, I kept fianding 
after him, as I thought, in the night. till we 
were almoft: in the breakers on the {hore, which 
of courfe obliged us to tack, and ftand om to 

fea again, admiring all the time that we had 
had no fignal for going about. The next morn­
ing we had no fight of any !hip near llS, which 
laid me under the moft terrible apprehenfions, 
confide ring the bad condition we were in for 
want of water, and the vaft diftance we were at 

frorll 
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from any place where we could expeCt to get ~ 

recruit of any, having now no choice left, but 

either to beat up 220 leagues againft the wind; 

to go to the Tres Marias, or bear away a much 

more confiderable diftance for the gulph of 

Amapala, or the ifland of Cocos; 

But, notwithftandlng our diftrefs, I kept our' 

cruifing ftation for him two or three days. At 

laft it Was tefolved to bear away to the firft con­

venient place to water at; and, in truth, it was 

time, for we were now 40 odd men, who had 

but three buts of water for a run of 300' leagues 

and upwards; on a coaft fubject to long calms, 

variable winds, and uncertain currents. 

> It was afterwards told me, that the night 

Clipper con left us, he aifembled all his officers, 

and told them it was his intention immediately 

to quit the coaft. His officers temonftrated w 
him on the barbarity of doing this withom ac w 

quainting Captain Shelvock with his intention~ 

and fparing us fome water, But he put off 

their ferious expoftulations with an inhuman: 

fneer, filying, That, if I fhould, throllgh w·ant; 

be obliged to furrender to the enemy, 1 fi10uld 

only {hare the fame fate, that, perhaps~ fome 

others had met with befcre me. 

Thus this man, perhaps, through an excefs 

of mea~-fpiritedne1s, and dreading the engage­

ment With a ihip that was alwQ.ys known to de..; 

fend itfelf with fome obftinacy, negleeted as fine 

an opportunity as moft of our nation have ever 

had of taking thi~ {hip, which, as 1 was informed; 

by 



,. 
by fome Spaniards from Manilla, when I was in. 
China, carne out of Acapulco about a week after 
we left the cruize-[ For Capt. Clipperton's ac­
count' of this tranfad:ion we refer the reader t<? 
the preceding voyage.] . 

On March 30, in the evening, we entered 
the road of Sonfonnare, and, as the fun ret, raw 
~ fhip at anchor there, It beIng a moon.;.light 
night, I rent the firft Lirutenant, with {'omt:! of 
the beft hands, to difcover what this [hip might 
be. On his return he informed me, the [hip 
was a large one, of one ~ier of guns at Uafr. 
1 neverthelefs continued to ply in aU the night~ 
and prepared for aCtton. A t day-light w~ 
found they had hoi fred a jar of powder, con­
taining abollt ten gallons, with lighted match, 
at each main and fore yard afm, and at the 
bowfprit end, with ddlgn to let them fall on 
PLlr decks if we ,boarded them, Thi.s contri. 
vance, if it had taken effect, would have [oon 
made an end of both fhips, and of all that were 
in them. Seeing them [0 defperate in their pre= 
parations, I expeeted a warm difpme with 
them; and, by vvhat I could fee, they \vere, ill 
all points, fuperior by much .to us in firength. 

,At elev~n in the morning, the [ea- breeze 
came ip, and ran us upon them very faft, whiHt 
our [mall arms were briildy and effeCtually ems. 
played to bl'eak their powder jars, beEor;:: vie 
came to board them, which we did without de­
lay, .~nd, after the exchange of a few fhot when 
on board of each other, they fubmitted. 

VOl •• 11. E e Thi~ 
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This fnip was called the Sacra Familia, of 
300 tons, fix guns, and 70 men; befides a 
great number of fmall arms, with fome grenade 
fuells and fhot. She had been, for fome time 
before, arrived from Callao, with wine and 
brandy; but had now nothing in her but fifty 
jars of gunpowder, and a fmall parcel of rufk 
and jerked beef. In £hart, ilie could hardly be 
[.aid to be worth the trouble we took, and the 
rifques we ran for her: but !he was reputed to 
be a better failor, and was vifibly better fitted out 
than our own; wherefore I changed fhips, and 
we all went on board our prize, which was 
equipped in the warlike manner we found her, 
'and commiffioned, on purpofe to take us. 

A merchant, the efcrivan of the iliip, being 
on board, defired we would fell him the Jefus 
Maria, which we agreed to, and fent him on 
ihore to raife the money for that purpofe; and 
at night he came off with another Spaniili gen­
tleman, and brought us a letter of advice from 
the Governor on iliort" fignifying that there 
was a treaty of peace on foot between their Bri­
tannic and Catholic Majefties, which was what 
we had not before heard of. However, I fent 
to the Governor, fignifying tbit I fhould be 
very glad to fee the proclamation and articles; 
and that thereupon, I fuould be ready to obey 
the commands of my Sovereign; fo we came 
to an agreement with the Governor to lye in the 
road till he fent to Guatimala, 50 leagues dif­
tant~ for thofe papers, provided he would fup-

121;; 
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'Ply us with water and provifions. On the 5th 
of April, the Governor fent on board tWO 

papers, which, by the beft interpretation we 

could get of them, did not appear to llS to,~be in. 
the form of proclamations. We told thofe who 
brought the papers aboard, that we were in 
great want 6f an interpreter; upon which they 
laid, there were fome Engli!hmen at Guati­
mala, whom they would fend for, if we would 
fray three days for them, and that they would 
fupply us with water and provifions till that 
time; which we agreed to, and they defired we 
would fend our boat on fuore every morning for 
the fupply. Accordingly, on the 7th of April. 
we fent our boat on fhore with Mr. Brooks, our 
firft Lieutenant, and five men. This officer, 
men) and boat, the Governor detained under a 
flag of truce, and, at night, fent off a fmall 
boat, with two of our men, with a letter from 
himfe1f, and another from Mr. Brooks. His 
letter fignified" that, if we did not deliver up 
our ihip to him, he would declare us pirat~s. 
And Mr. Brooks, by his, informed me, 0 that it 
was his opini9n, that the Governor was endea­
vouring to bully me into a furrender, having 
fpoken very ambiguoufiy of a ceffation of arms: 
notwithftanding which, I fent the Governor m 
letter. fignifying, that, if we could be fecured 
of a fafe and fure conduCt for ourfelves and ef­
feCts to Panama, and from thence, by the way 
of Porro Bello, be conveyed to any ,of our 
Briti1h plantations, we would come to a farther 

E e 2 treaty:. 
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treaty; which if he intended, he was defired tG 
flgnify it by firing two guns as foon as he had 
received this advice, and by fending back my 
officer and men; if not, neceffity would oblige U~ 
to fail. At three in the morning, (the Governor 
having iliewn no fignal, nor rent any word) we 
wei:ohed our anchor, vet lay to in the bay till 

t, • 

ten, but then made fail, being forced thereto for 
,"\rant 'of ,vater; having, however, no other in-

,tent, in COlle of tbe certainty of a peace, than 
to deliver up the !hip we were. now in at the 
firft convenient port, as was fignified to the Go~ 
vernor by letter. 

Being nmv got out to fea, we reduced our~ 
{elves to a pint of water for 24 hours each mah, 
and direCted our courfe for the gulph of Ama. 
paIC!~ which Vias about 35 leagtles to the E.S.E~ 
of this 'pIac'e, in order to get a frefh fupply. 
The 16fs of my officer and boat's crew, fenfibly 
iliminiihed the number of white faces, and we 
fuould have been forouch weakened by it, tha~ 
we i}lOu1d never have been able to manage chi:; 
great ihip, with her heavy cotton fails, if we 
had not taken "'lith us our negro prifoners, who 
proved to be very good Jailors. The 10[s of 
our boat was 21fo a very great inconvenience tq 
us; but as I only thought of taking water 
enough to carry us to Panama, where we were 
fully rel'olved to furrender, if it was really 
jDeace, I imagined we might make {bift without 
her,ahd get fLlch a quantity as we miahe want 
" 0 
m two or three days time. 



CAPTAIW" SHELVOCICs VOYAGE. 213 
The winds were favourable, and we arrived 

~here on the tenth following in the evening. As 
foon as we had entered the gulph we found our ... 
felves in the midn of feveral [mall il1,ands, one 
of which was the iflaod of Tygers, where we 
expected to find water; but our expectations 
proved vain, for, after a hazardous and fruitlefs 
fearch not only on that, but on fome of the 
greeneft of the other iOes, there was not the 
Jeaft drop Of frefu. water to be found, by us, on 
any of them. 

In this miferable condition, thteatened on all 
fides with inevitable defiruetion, unfit for the 
fea, fearful of trufting ourfelves in the cruel 
hands of the inhabitants on the ihore, quite dif­
pirited by the continued courfe of misfortunes 
which had hitherto been our conftant atten­
~ants; but, above aU, lamenting this unhappy 
baulk in not finding water where we fo much 
expeCted it~ '11Jhich had reduced us to fuch extre­
mities as we had never known before; in 1hort~ 
ready to fink under the burden of our calami­
ties~ we weighed om anchor on the 13th of 
April before day-break, and ftood out fron'l 
this gulph. And nov": having the open fca be­
fore llS, I b~ought my people in general to an 
obft.inate refolution not to furrender on this 
part 0f the coaft, let the confequences be ever 
fo miferableo Upon this unanimotlsagreement" 
with not 40 gallons of water in the fhip3 and 
no other liquids to fllpply the want of it, we 
'came to fo fmall 0li allowance as half a pint of 

water 
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'V/ater for 24 hours; and even this allowance 
was rather too large, there being no place, that 
we knew of, where we could get any more:> 
nearer than Quibo, to which ifiand, about 200 

leagues diftant from us, we fhaped our courfe, 
but having very uncertain winds and weather, 
we were 13 days at this allowance. Our fuffer­
ings from the extremity of thirfr are hardly to 
be conceived; fome drank their own water t() 
allay the burning heat within them~ but though~ 
this moiftened their mouths, it increafed their 
mifery; fame drank large draughts of fea-water, 
which was near putting a period to their lives; 
while others eat juft enough of the calavances 

-moiO:ened with water to fuftain life, and thefe 
fuffered the leafr. 

At length we were fortunately relieved, by 
falling in unexpeetedly with the iUand of Cano,. 
in lat. 9 deg. N. where feeing a run of water, Mra 
Randall, without dreading the dangerous furf, 
paffed through the breakers, and, to the unfpeak­
able joy of all the company, foon returned on 
board with his jars filled; but as he could not 
bring off more than 60 or 70 gallons, I took 
care to reftrain our people in the u[e of it, allow­
ing to each man only a quart for their imme .. 
diate ufe : and J was the more ftriCl:in this diftri­
bution, becaufe Mr. Randall affured me, the 
breakers were fo dangerous, that he believed we 
fuould not be able to get at any more. 

Being willing, however, to make another trial, 
1 next day rent the boatfwain, to endeavour to 

procure 
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procure a further fupply; but, after wafting the 
whole day in fearch of a fmooth beach to land 
upon, he could not fee one fpot where he durft 
venture on fuore. Therefore, thinking we had 
a frock fufficient to carry us to Quibo, I weigh­
ed anchor, and in ranging the iGand I acciden­
tally difcovered a [mooth beach, where the lit­
tle boat getting on {bore, the crew filled nine jars, 
which lafred till we arrived at Quibo, where we 
anchored at the fame place we had twice an­
chored at before. Here we confulted about fur­
rendering ourfelves to the Spaniards, bemg 
within 80 leagues of Panama, a place of little 
~or no ftrength towards the fea, and but little 
frequented by the enemy's fhips of war, where 
we could treat with them at a diftance, and be 
truly informed how affairs flood in Europe. 
During our deliberations we wooded and W2.­

tered at leifure; and forne [earched the woods 
for fruits to refrefh us, by way of prevention 
againft the [curvy, which we had been all along 
lefs fubjetl: to than any !hip I ever faw or heard 
of in fnch long runs. Thofe who were thus 
ufefully employed brought us papas, guayavas, 
caffia, limes, and a fmall kind of white four 
plumb, which was much eaten and admired by­
mof!: of us; but, by its violent operation, it PUt 

a ftop to our proceedings for fome days. How­
ever, we [oon recovered, without any bad fymp­
toms~ and made an end of wooding and wateto 
ing, and fet fail, fully determined to furrender at 
Panama. In our way we paffed by a great many 

imaB. 
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fmalllGands, but the moft remarkable are, Man..; 
tuoia, ~ebaco, and the 11k of l'icara, whIch lies 
on the we1tern fide of Quibo. 

LVid)' 15, a fmali bark, taking us for Spaniards, 
bore duwn to us, the mailer of which was in the 
grc.atdt coniternation when he found his miitake~ 
but recovt[(:u when he heard we were bound for 
Panama to iurrender, and readily offered his pilot 
thHhtf, hIS vd1d, caBed the Holy Sacrament, 
btlllg oound [Q chat port, laden with dried beef, 
pork, and live hogs, which, as the was leaky" 
he defired tbat I would take in tow. I was glad 
this bark tell into our hands, and readily com~ 
plied with his requeft, becau[e, if we found the 
Governor of Sonfonnate's account to be fal[e, we 
migh't be thoroughly enabled by this help to go 

to India. In the mean while, it had remained a 
point yet undetermined, who fnould be the per­
fon entruf1:ed with the flag of truce; for my peOa 

ple, having known much treachery, were appre­
henfive the perron rent would only, or chiefly? 
make good his oVln cafe and that of his friends 
to the Governor, and not care wh",t became 
of the common men. At laft~ my fon was 
judged the fitteft to go, as he would furely reo 
(urn, if it were purely for my fake. Other dif­
ficulties were flarted that could not fo eafily be 
removed, notwithftanding which, we kept on 
our way, fully fixed in our refolurion. 

May 17) another fmall bark came down upon 
us, but having flood pretty near to us, fbe bore, 
away again, and ran on ilion: direaJy, at the ha­

zard 
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iard of the lives of every foul on board. This 
unaccountable behaviour, gave us good reafon ~o 
bcJievt;~ that th:: governor of Sonfonnate's ac­
€ounr of a ceffation of arms was groundlefs. 

May., 9, we fa VI a fail a-head of US, ftanding 
alon~ [nore, and being defirous offpeaking with 
he" I let go the bark we had in tow, and made 
all the fail we could after her. We gained very 
little upon her all the day; but had, neverthe­
leis, got a great way a-head of our bark, wherein 
were four of our own people and five Spaniards. 
However, notwithUanding night came on, all 

. our fail was kep~ abroad, and next morning we 
were within gun-fuot of her. I immediately or­
dered our colours to be fpread, fired a: gun to 
leeward, and fet a man to wave a flag of truce; 
but, on fight of our Englifh enfign, fue fired at 
us, and fo continued to do, with her decks full 
of men, abufing us with the groffeft appellations. 
I made no return until I came clofeupon their 
quarter, and then I fent one of cheir eountrymen 
to the bowfpriE end, to inform them in Spaniili, 
that we were bound to Panama~ and defired to 
treat peaceably with them, and hoped; at leaft, 
they would have forne regard to the white flag 
which they faw flying; but they frill cOl'ltinued 
their fire; and prefuming, as I fuppofed; by our 
quiet behaviour, that we were unable to defend 
eurfelves, they were preparing to board us, which 
I no fooner perceived than I met them with our 
helm, and gave them fo warm a falute, that they 
fteered round off from us. We juft miffed get-

VOL. H. F f ting 



218 CAPTAIN SHEL VOCK's VOYAGE. 

ting hold of them, but it falling almofr imme~ 
diarely calm, we continued our engagement for 
the f')dce of two or three hours at the diftance 
, r 
of mufquet-lhot. ,At length, a breeze wafting us 
nearer to them, we found that as_ faft as we ap­
proached, fo faft did their courage cool. Their 
Captain, however, Hill bravely encouraging his 
people, and expofing himfelf in the openeft 
manner, was iliot through the body, and drop­
ped down dead; upon which they immediately, 
and with one voice, cried out for quarter, and 
put an end to the difpute. Mr. Randall, and 
two or three more, went on board the prize, and 
found the prifoners in the mof\: fubmiffive POfD 
tme, aiking for mercy, which was granted, 
though they h::td no great reafon to expect it, 
after their direCt breach of the laws of arms and 
nations in firing at a Bag of truce. 

The moft confi·derable prifoners, being brought 
on board~ inforri1ed me, that their iliip, called the 
Conception de Recova, belonging to Caliao, was 
of the burthen of 200 tons) and laden with flour, 
loaves of fugar, bales of boxes of malmalade\> 
jars of preferved peaches, grapes, limes, and the 
like, mounted fix guns, and had 70 odd men on 
board. In this engagementl' the Spani1h Cap~ 
rain and a negroe were kind, and one or twO 

£lightly wounded. On our part, our gunner was 
nightly wounded by a pif1:o1 ball, and our maina 
mafl: had a fmall piece carried out of the fide of 
it. Vve had novI about 80 pri[oners of all co­
lours, though we Qurfelves were not above 26. 

Amongfir 
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Amongft our priloners we had feveral of note, 
particularly Don Baltazzar de Abarca, Conde de 
Rola, an European nobleman, who had beeen Go­
vernor of Pif.ca, aod was now upon h is return to 
Spain, together with Captain Morel, who bad 
formerly been taken by Captain Rogers. They 
were all treated with the mmoD: civility, which 
they the more wondered at, becaufe, from a felf­
conviction of their own ungenerous behaviour 
towards us, they could not but expect to have 
been dealt with quite otherwire. 

The winds and calms prevented our joining 
the Holy Sacrament, the prize we had left be. 
hind us, till May 2. 2, when we bore down to her~ 
and were furprized to find no foul on board, but 
that her decks and quarters were covered with 
blood. By many circumftances it plainly ap~ 
peared, that the Spanifh crew had butchered 
thofe who were left to affifl: them. while they 
were aaeep; otherwife it could not halTe hap­
pened, that five unarmed Spaniards could have! 
overpowered four Englifhmen completely pro., 
vided with arms for their defence. It is very 
probable, however, that thefe murderers paid 
with their lives, the lors of thofe lives they had 
taken away; for, being above four leagues from 
the land, and having no boat with them, they 
probably jumped into the fea on Ollr approach, 

. fearing, if they fell into our hands, to meet the 
vengeance due for fo horrid a crime. That pan of 
the deck which was dyed with gore they endea­
VQlJred to cover, by throwing the flocks and 

f f 2 !luffings 
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iluffings of beds over it; fo that till thefe wel'O 
removed~ the blood was not to be feen. 

This tragieal accident put a damp to the plea­
fure we had enjoyed for a day or two paft on the 
account of our late.prize •. Our prifoners, at fuch 
a fad and fudde~ <:~ange. hegan to be alarmed, 
and looked at one another as if they all ex­
pected to be the viCtims of our revenge upon 
this unhappy oecafion. On the other hand, I 
was fearfullefl: thefe apprehenfions ihould urge 
them to fame defperate attempt, they being (jo 

in number. and we not above 17 on board of 
our own fhip, and, when we were all together, 
not above 25 that could ftand to arms. In this 
dilemma, I ordered all the prifoners into the 
{tern gallery, except the nobleman, and fome of 
the chief officers, and a gl.lard to be kept in the 
great cabbin. 

The Spaniih gentlemen obferving this, let fall 
fome expreffions whereby I perceived they were 
afraid I intended to proceed to feverities towards 
their people; but! aifured them, that, if I was 
of fo revengeful a nature) the laws of my coun­
try forbad me from inrlul~ing it; that I aEted 
under my King~s commiffio'1; and that the na­
tural abhorrence our nation had to barbarity 
might quiet their fears, and mak~ them perfett: 
ly eafy. They then, on their part, in the moil: 
folemn manner difclaimed the very thought of 
;1n attempt upon our lives; and affured us, on 
their honour, that they thought they fhould 
.p~ver b~ ;:J,ble to make a juft return for the 

generot]s 
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generous treatment they had met with. It was, 
however, prudent to fecure our prifoners of the 
meaner fort, and when we had fo done, we 
hauled the Holy Sacrament along-fide of us. 
She was half f!Jll of water, and the greateft part 
,of her dried beef was we~ ij,nd fpoiled, bue aU 
that was not damaged we tool<' out, together 
with forne live logs. We alfo took out of the 
Conception a twelvemonth's provifion of bread, 
flour, fugar and fweetmeats, and a like propor~ 
tion for the Succefs, whom I expeCted to find at: 
the Tres Marias, being then a il:ranger to Clip~ 
perton's faithlefs defertion. I likewife took 
from [hem their launch and their negroes; 
for confidering we had a large fhip, and a 

run of 175 degrees of longitude to fail, which 
was little lefs than half way round the world, I 
thought ·we could do no other than reinforce 
ourfelves with thefe blacks, who are common­
Jy good failors in thefe parts; and, indeed, we 
afterwards found we fhould never have reached 
~he coafts of Afia without them. 

Thus having fupplied o.urfelves with every 
thing the Conception afforded, I fuffered our 
prifoners to returo to their own fhip again; but 
the chief of them would not leave me till they 
had drawn up a writing) which they figned, 
whereby they acknowledged the circumftances 
of our engagement, in the manner I have already 
related. In {hort, no people, circumfl:anced as 
we were, could part in a more friendly manner 
~han Wf, did. Thus 
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Thus wereweput by ourdefignof furrendering, 
and were going to undertake a long and hazar­
dol,1s voyage to ACta. Our frrength was indeed 
confiderably augmented, for we had now 15 
guns, and ammunition enough to fupply them. 

Before we proceeded any farther, it was necef­
fary to get in a full frock of water. The illand 
of Qyibo was hazardous for us, being too near 
Panama; it was therefore determined to ply up to 
Cano, where, having a good boat, wefoon did our 
buCtnefs. In O1,1r paffage thither, the fweetmeats 
(If all kinds, which we had taken out of our 
late prize, were divided among the meffes. It 
happened that one of the fellows, one day, com­
plained he had a box of malmalade which he 
could not frick his knife into, and deGred it 
might be changed. I opened it, and found in 
it a cake of virgin filver, moulded on purpofe 
to fill fuch boxes, and being very porous, it 
was of near the fame weight of fo much mal .. 
malade. In overhauling the reft, we found five 
more of thefe boxes. This was a contrivance 
to defraud the King of Spain of his fifths, which 
he claims in all the filver taken out of any of 
the mines in Perl1. Vie doubtlefs left a great 
many of thefe boxes behind us, fo that this de· 
ceit ftwed them in a double capacity, to defraud 
their king's officers, and blind their enemies~ 
An affair as vexatious as this, is faid to have 
been difcovered too late on board a prize the 
Succefs had taken, where they found a very 

coofiderable 
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confiderabie quantity of Pinna's or virgin filverjl 
in the form of bricks, very artfully plaiftered 
over with clay, and dried in the fun, which be~ 
ing all the confifience they give their bricks in 
that country, they were taken to be really fuch~ 
and a great number of them were thrown over~ 
board as fo much rubbifh, without any difco­
very of what they were, till the four or five 
laft pieces. How true tbis may be I can't fay, 
but it was reported to be, as matter of fact, by 
feveral of the officers belonging to Captain 
Clipperton. 

I mull: here obferve, that every thing we took 
in the Conception was divided among us ac­
cording to the J \.lan Fernandian articles, and 

,that I had no more than fix mftead of fixty 
fuares. They would not (0 much as allow me 
the money i had laid out at St. Catherine's, which 
was upwards of a hundred pounds, I had fome 
difficulty to per[uade them to run to the north~ 
ward fo far as California; and w?s obliged 1:0> 

ufe many arguments to prevail upon them to 
believe that the harbour of Puerto Seguro was 
the only port of fecurity where we could fafe­
iy lay down and refit our ihip; but having arc 
1aft obtained their confents, I weighed from 
Cano, fteering to the northward. and had fa~ 
vourable gales for 48 hours; but then came on 
the conftant, or what may be called the trade 
wind on this coaft, which being as contrary to 

llS as they well could be, I was willing to try 
how far off there winds might prevail, \~hic~. 

m 
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in my opinion, may be ealled the eddy of the 
true trade wind, whofe courfe may be perverted 
by the interpofition of this vaft mountainous 
continent, 

Accordingly I found, that, at the diftance of 
60 leagues, we had light winds and variable, and 
that, at the diftance of between 70 and 80 
leagtles, it fetded at E. N. E. and N. E. I 
therefore kept at this diftance from the land 
till we had run up to the height of 20 degrees 
north. In all this paiTage, we were not in the 
lean fenfible of any currents, and entirely out of 
the way of certain riplings and overfalIs of wa­
ter, which we frequently met with nearer to the 
land, and which often furprized us when we 
were becalmed in deep water. 

In this paffage we were accompanied by vafr 
fhoals of nIh, and were continually incommoded 
by numerollS flocks of the birds called boobies, 
making our- fhip their refting place, which 
fouled om yards and deck with their dung as 
faft as we could clean them. However, for 
change of diet, fame of my people made ra­
gouts of them, and the fmoakers made ftems 
for their pipes of their long wing-bones. 

Vve fell in with Cape Corientes in the begin9 
ning of the month of Auguil:, and were carried 
away to the if1ands called the Tres Marias, by 
a hard gale at fouth, and came to an :-nichor 
under the lee of the middlemofl: of thefe iOands, 
but could fee no fign of the Succe[s havinO' been 
there. After a tedious fearch on aU th;' three 

illancls 
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lflands for frelli water, there was nothing like a 
ftream of it that we could find. This was the 
more aftoni-fhing to l1S, as one or two of our 
fate navigawrs have reponed -that frelh water is 
to be found there in fumcient plenty. It may 
,have been fo when they were there; but we 
were unfortunaceenough (0 feek, when none 
was to be found. 

After employing three days in a fruitlef$ 
,fearch, I frretched over for the coaft of Cali­
fornia,. and arrived there on the 1 Ith of Augufr. 
The inhabitants, as foon as they difcovered us, 
made fires all along the {hore as the fhip ran by 
them; and, towards the evening, it falling calm, 
two of them came off to us on a bark-log, but: 
were a long time before they would accept of 
()ur invitation to come on board of us. At 
length, they ventured in; when, in a moment, 
feeing our blacks pf0mifcuoufiy !tanding tog~­
ther with us white men, they, with very angry 
countenances, feparated them from us, and 
would hardly fuffer them to look at us. They 
talked to us with great vehemence, but we could 

. comprehend nothing more of their meaning, than 
that they rejoiced to fee us. Night coming on, 
they took their leave, and we gave them a knife 
or two, an old coat, and fome other trifles, 
which feemed to pleafe them very well. They 
expreffed themfelves by figns in fuch a manner, 
that we could gue[s they gave us repeated iqvi ... 
tations to go on thare with them. 

VOL. II, G g ()l] 
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On ::':und8.y the 13th of Auguft, at day. breal{:I' 

we found ourfelves near Puerto Seguro~ which 
may be readily known by three white rocks, 
not much unlike the Needles of the We of 
Wight, and you mufr keep clofe on board the 
outermoft to fetch into the bay. .We entered 
Pueno Seguro, furrounded by numbers of fmalL 
embarkations of the inhabit;wts, while the fuore, 
on all fides, was crouded with Indians, whofe 
numbers vifibly increafed by multitudes which 
flocked together fram the adjacent parts. Our 
anchor was no fooner down, than they came off 
to us in Hloals, fome few on their bark-logs, 
but moft of them fwimming, talking and call­
ing om to on~ anoth.er in a Hoify and confufed, 
manner, but fuch as plainly {hewed how defirous. 
they were to come to us. Our ibip was in an 
inftant full of thefe fwarthy gentlemen quite 
naked, and amongft the t:'eil was their King, or 
C.hiefman, who" unexpectedly, delivered to me 
his baroon, or enfign or royalty, which I imme­
diately returned to him. This man, notwith­
ftanding the wildnefs of his appearance to us, 
had a good countenance, and his behaviour had 
fomething that was very engaging in it. I was, 
at firft, at a lofs to know how to entertain Ol~ 
numerous glleits, but at length I thought of re­
galing them with fome of our liquid fweetmeats,. 

\. which we had in great plenty .. This they liked 
extremely, and the fpoons, which were mofrly 
filver, they returned with great honefty. 

Having 
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Having thus commenced a friendfuip with 
!them~ at day, break next morning our boac 
went on Inore to cut wood and fill water; ;1nd 
before the fun was up, we were again crouded 
with our former gueLts, who feerned as if they 
could never be weary of gazing at us. To keep 
up the amity we had already contraCted with 
them, I ordered a great boiler to be carried 011 

ilion:, with good [tore of flour and lugar, and 
a negroe cook, who was contrnually boiling of 
haUy pudding for the numbers of fpettators 
on the beach; and i[ really behoved us to en­
deavour to keep in their favour, for on feeing a 
Jew of our men rolling great and cumberfome 
caiks of water over the heavy fand, it inclined 
them to help us. To this may be added, a fenfe 
of the kind treatment they met with from U~. 
and the particular readinefs of their chief to 
,ferve us, by iliewing his people a good example; 
for, after Mr. Randall) my Lieutenant, he him­
{elf took up the iecond log of wood to carry to 
the boat, and was immediately followed by two 
,or three hundred of them, who, encouraged by 
his example, all took to the work, repaying our 
civilities with their fervices, and every day they 
Jeemed more and more fond of us. 

Mean while, the rumour of our arrival was 
fpread through all the neighbouring parts, and 
iome of the clans, different from thofe WIN in~ 
habited the iliores, came daily to take a v:iew of 
llS. Thofe who came from any diftance in the 
,country could not fwim ; and that thf'y were dif~ 

. - .G g z ferent 
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ferent from thofe we had £irft feen on our arrival 
'here, appeared by their manner of painting 
themfelves, and by other little diftinttions 
which were vifible amongit them; but they all 
united to affift us, nor were any of them idle 
but the women, who ufed to fLt in companies. 
on the [corching fand, waiting for their ihare of 
what was going forward, which they ufed to re~ 
ceive very thankfully and without quarrelling. 

Having done all our bufinefs here, in the. 
fpace of five days, on the 18th ·of Auguft, in 
the morning, we prepared for our departure in 
the afternoon. We employed the morning in 
making a large diftribution of fl.1gar amongfl; 
the women. To the men we gave a grea~ many 
knives, old axes, and old iron, which we had 
taken in our prizes. Thefe were the moft ufe­
ful things to them, and of which they frood 
moft in need; in return for which, fome of 
them gave 1.15 bows and arrows, deer-!kin bags~ 
live foxes, [quirrels, and the like. Great many 
of the men ftaid in th.e ihip all the while we 
were purchaGng our anchQr, and it was not till 
we were under weigh that they all jumped over .. 
board to join in the lamentations of their coun~ 
try men on thore. 

The men in this (outhern part of California, 
:are tall) fhaight, and well made; their limb~ 
are large, their hair coarfe and black, and bare~ 
ly rea,f;:hes down to thejr thoulders. Their women 
are of a much [maller fize; their hair is much 
longer than the mens~ and with it fome of their 

fact;~ 
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faces are almoft covered. The men go quite 
naked, and have not the leaft th~!)g to cover any 
part of them, except their heads~ round which 
they wear a band of red and white filk-grafs. 
adorned on each fide with a tuft of hawk's fea­
thers. The women, on the contrary, wear a 
thick fringe of filk-grafs, which hangs down to 
their knees, and have either a d~er's fkin, or the 
fkin of a large bird, carelefiy wrappeq over theif 
1houlders. 

Nothing can be rnore wild and favage to look 
at, than thefe people at firft fight: but there is 
a wide difference between what they feem, and 
what they really are; for. by all we could dif­
cern in their behaviour towards one another, 
and in their deportment towards us, they are 
~ndued with great good nature. 

They feem to lead a cardefs life, and to en": 
joy every thing in COmmon amongft them; and, 
having nothins but their daily food ,to provide, 
they are ftqngers to thofe- numerous grati­
fications, the want of which multiply diftteifes 
~mong nations more civilized and more refined. 
Their contentment makes them honef!:, for they 
never offered to fleal even the things moft ufe­
ful to them. In a word~hey feern to pafs their 
lives, according to the notion. we have of the 
pureft fimplicity of the earlieft ages of the world, 
before dilcord and contention were heard of a­
~ongft men. Having no enemies, they live in 
J'erfeCl: peace and harmony with one another. 
fIuntin~ and filhing are their only employ-

mentS~ 
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ments, except making the inftrument5 they ufe 
in thefe purfuits, which are the fimpleft that caR 
be. They have no canoes, and go to fea on bark­
logs; but they are the molt expert divers 1 evel' 
beheld. By their fimple manner of living, and 
their continual eX'ercile, they live to a great age; 
and yet, what is very furprizing, they do not ap­
pear to be very numerous, confidering the extent 
of their country. Their only enemies are the wild 
bealts, and of theie there are plenty in the woods 
and foreftso They do not appear to be fo jea­
lous of their women as they have been reprefent­
ed; for we had the company of fome, hundreds 
of them, young and old, without any rearaint 
from the men. Two things were remarkable~ 
that they never would fuffer us to take [nuff" 
but would earneftly take it from us whenever 
we attempted it; nor would they eV'er fuffer 
us to look through a fpying-glafs, which I had 
frequent refort to, to fee how our work of wood .. 
ing and watering went on. In thefe two in­
fiances, they always took upon them to COD­

troul us, and in thefe two only ~ thecaufes of 
which we could never learn. 

They go Out to rea on their bark-logs, which 
are only compofed of five logs of a light wood, 
made faft to each other by wooden pegs, rowing 
with a double paddle; and with their harpoons, 
which are made of a fort of hard wood, ther 
fl:rike the largeft albicores, and bring them in 
when ftruck. This was altogether furprizing 
to us, who had fa often experienced the ftrength 

of 
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'Of th~t filh, and the difficulty of getting them 
into our !hip, when either hooked or ftruck. 
One would imagine, that as foon as thefeIndi­
ans had {truck one of thefe albicores, On his 
light embarkation, it would run away with him 
and his barkolog; but they either ftrike them 
fo as to give them forne mortal wound, or have 
fame particular way of managing them, fo~' 

they firuggle and refifr in vain. When we were 
in this port, it was apparently their fithing feaG 
fon; but by the number of deer·fkins one fees 
amongfl: them, it is natural to conclude they 
have alfo their feafon for hunting, The !kins 
of their deer are grey, and fo are the ikins of 
their foxes and fquirrelo;; of all which, it is like~ 
Iy, they eat indifferently, as of mof!: other ani­
mals that become their prey. Of hird.s, amongft 
them we faw [carce any, but a few pelicans. 

What thefe Indians urea inftead of bread is 
very remarkable. It is a fmal1 black feed of am 
oily fubftance, which they grind much the fame 
way as we do our chocolate, and afterwards 
make it up in fome fuch manner. The look of 
thefe black lL1mps or rolls fo made up .. is nDt veqr 
inviting, yet tbe tafte is not very difagreeable. 
V/hen they want to drink, they go to the river. 

Their arms are bows and arrows. Their bows 
are about fix feet in length,· and their arrows 
feern to be fomewhat too long for their bows. 
Their bow.firings are made of deer's nnews, and 
their arrows are compofed of a noHow cane tOl' 

i(WQ;o 
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two-thirds of their length, and the other third 
next the point is of a heavy kind of wood, 
which is headed with a piece of flint, and fome­
times with a kind of agate, the edges of which 
are indented, or cut in teeth like a faw. They 
made no manner of ihew of their arms to us, 
and it was rar~ly that we faw them in the hands 
of any of the men. The women had them in 
the woods in fearch of game, which may be 
thence prefumed to be fome part of their em· 
ployment. Upon the whole, they may be truly 
faid to be a happy people. 

Aug. 18, I failed, as before-mentioned, from 
Puerto Suguro, and the fame evening we took 
our departure from Cape St. Lucar, in latitude 

'23 deg. 50min. N. bound to Canton, in China, 
the moft likely place where we could hope to 
meet with Englifh fhips homeward bound for 
Europe. 

Aug. Z I, we difcovered an ifland bearing 
W. S. W. 110 leagues diftant from Cape St. 
I,ucar. J endeavoured to get in with it; but 
night coming on, I could not lofe time to view 
it. This iOe my people called after my name. 
From hence we fteered gradually into the paral­
lel of I3 deg, N. but had our way ftopped for 
two or three days by wefterly winds. We were 
aftonifhed at fuch an unfol'efeen delay, and be­
gan to dread we might meet with many ruch 
reverfes of winds in this pafTage; nor could we 
conjecture, or conceive what might be the caufe 
or caufes of them. In the midft of this, the 

ufllal 
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ufnal trade-wind prevailed again, and delivered 
us from the fears and apprehenfions we had 

been involved in upon this occafion. With this 
we proceeded on our palfage, keeping the pa .. 
rallel or track of the thirteenth degree of north­
ern latitude. except when we judged ourfelves 
to be near the fllOals of St, Bartholomew. We 
then ventured to 1ail a degree more northerly, and 

fo continued to do fOi a run of 60 or 70 leagues. 
About a fortnight: after we had left California~ 

my people, who had hitherto enjoyed an unin~ 
terrupted fiate of health, began to be afflicted 
with a ficknefs which particularly affected their 
ftomachs. This we took to be owing, in a great 
meafme, to the quantities of fweetmeats they 
were continually devouring, together with the 
dried beef, half devoured with ants, cocka 
roaches, and other vermin, which was their daily 

food. This ficknefs increafed every day, infoa 

much that, out of our fmall number, we once 

buried two in one day, one of whom was John 

Poppleftone, our ingenious armourer, who was 
of fuch ufe to us on the ifiand of Juan Fernan6 

dez. Before we had ftretched with favourable 
gales the length of Guam, mb1t of my people 
were fick and difabled, my fhip began to be 

very leaky, and~ to add frill to our misfortunes, 
we had the ill luck to have one of our pumps 
fplir, and rendered ufelefs. 

Under thefe circumftances, we met with black 
and difmal weather, with tempeftuous winds~ 

VOL. II. H \ h flying 



~34 CAPTAIN SHELVOCK's VOYAGE. 

fty"mg and varying all round the compafs. Thefe 
boiftcrQl1s gales raifed fucn a tumbling fea, and 
our (hip laboured fa much in it, that the knee 
of her head, and the whole beak-head, became 
loofe; fo that the bowfprit fetched way, and 
played with the motion of the fhip, which it 
continued to do all the time we were out at fea, 
and till we arrived at Canton. Our main-marc 
flood for tome time without {brauds on the lar­
boar,l fide, till we could unlay our beft cable to 
make morc, having knotted and fpliced the old 
ibroud£ till our labour was in vain. 

In the micit of all [his ficknefs and diitrefs, I 
myfe1f wa~ taken violently ill, and had no hope 
to recover till a fit of [he gout gave me [orne re­
lief. Great was our want of every thing fit or 
comfortable for perfons in fuch a ftate of fick­
nefs; yet, about the beginning of Oaober, we 
paffed by Guam; and, though upon tne very 
brink of perifhing, we dared not venture in, for 
fear the inhabitar!ts lhould take the advantage 
of our weaknefs, and make lome attempt upon 
our l!ves, 

From Gu?cm I directed m" cour[e for the 
i(hnd of Fcrmo[a. And now, ;hough the length 
of our voyage was decreafing very fait, our fick­
nefs was daily increaGng upon us in a much 
gre,l7.er proportion; and morr truly it may be 
faid, that both our fhip and ourfelves were no 
longer fit for the fea. It was the 3d of No­
vember before we had fight of that jQand, and 
the 10th, before we could get any fort of direc-

tiQD5 
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tions to enable us to reach our intended port. 
At length, as we were pailing through a very 
narrow channel, between a couple of iOands, a 
fitherman took notice, by our cautious manner 
of working, that we were {hangers, and made 
figns to us to bring our fhip to, till he came up 
w'lth us; when we made him underHand in 
general, that we were bound to Macao, and he 
made figns that he would conduCt. us thither. if 
we would give him as many pieces of fiiver as 
he counted little fiili out of his baiket, which 
amounted to 40. We accordingly counted out 
40 dollars into a hat, and next day he took us 
in charge, and anchored us fafe in the road of 
Macao, near the entrance of the river of Camon, 

Soon afrer our arrival, there came off to us a 
great many of the Succefs's people, to make Us 
a villt; I was amazed at the fight of them, and 
was very glad to hear their ftory. They [aid, 
their Commander, Clipperton, left me defigned-
1y; that they went direCtly to Guam, where they 
were very well refre!bed, and fupplied with pro .. 
villons; that their Captain fold the Governor a 
great' quantity of powder and filar, and feveral 
other valuable things, and permitted the Mar­
quis of Villa Rocha, who was his prifoDer, to go 
on {hare there; that Mr. Godfrey the agent,and 
a marine officer, went to fettle the accounts for 
what fupplies of things they had had; and that~. 
as foon as they were landed, and the boat come 
Qff again, Captain Clipperton weighed with his 
fuip, in order to attack a {hip of. 20 guns from 

f! h ~ Man~H~.~ 
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Manilla, that had lain quietly in the road in 
company with him ail the time: that in apQ 
proaching her he ran his own iliip upon the 
rocks, and foon found the enemy was prepared 
for him: that, his condition being defperate. 
and fuppofing the lofs of his {hip inevitable, he 
had recourfe to his cafe of brandy, and took fo 
abundantly of it, that he fell on the deck, and 
fnored out his time in a beat11y manner, whilft 
his Firft Lieutenant, Davidfon, in his Head, un­
dertook the command of the £hip, which he 
bravely executed till he was killed: he was 
fucceeded by Captain Cook, their Sc:cond Lieu­
tenant, who made a handfome refiftance, and 
got the £hip afloat again, after !he had lain on 
the rocks forty-eight hours: that they loft 
their prifoner the Marquis de 1a Rocha, and 
a1fo Mr. Godfrey, the agent~general, with the 
officer already mentioned; which gave the fuip's 
company fo much diftafte, that they would not 
fuffer him to have the command of them any 
more, and, locking him up in his cabbin, chafe 
Captain Cook to take charge of the fuip. 

They had, it feems, much bad weather be@ 
tween Guam and Amoy in China, whither 
they got with much difficulty; and there made 
a dividend of all they had taken, half to the 
owners, and half to the fhip's company. Clip­
perton ddigned for the ftraits of Malar:-ca; but 
his people, fearing he had no good intentions l 

would go no farther with him than Macao, that 
being a Chriftian port. Upon their arrival 

~ there~ 
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there, the Governor ordered Clipperton Into 
cufl:ody. It feems he had broke priton for~ 
merly from thence, where he had been confined 
(as far as could be learned) on account of 

\ his having run away with Dampier's com­
million and one of his prizes; but llpon pro­
ducing his Majefty's commiffion now for the 
Succeis, they gave him no farther trouble, and 
only contented themfelves with fleecing him a 
little. Here he 'fold his !hip) the Succefs. for 
about 10001, fterling,-[Such is the accoun-c 
given by Captain Shel vock, for the informa­
tion, as he fays, of the gentlemen.Qwners, who 
will never, either publickly or privately, be leI: 
into the truth of that fcory,] 

But to go IOn, Nov. 12, about noon, a pilot 
came off to us, and we immediately weighed, 
and entered the river of Canton, where, finding 
the Bonita and Haftings, two Englifh country­
ihips, I anchored, and tent off an officer, to 
deiire them to infcruCt us how to behave our­
felves in this po: t, and to acquaint me with the 
cuftoms of it. To this they anfwered, that, 
fince the Cadogan and Frances, two European 
Englilh fnips were lying at Wampo, they would 
advile me to fend up to their factories at Canton} 
to acquaint them of our arrival, and with the 
rea[ons which obliged me to come into that 
river, which I accordingly did the next day. I 
now thought I was going to reft a little from 
my labours; but, to my misfortune, I fllffered 
!lS much here, aU circumftances confidered, as 

I had 
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I had in any former part of my voyage; for the 
evening we anchored at Wampo, where the 
Englifh {hips commonly lie, there happened an 
a<;cident which gave occafion to much trouble. 
One of my men, being in a hurry to remove his 
effects on board the Bonita, in order to go in 
her to Fort St. George, the Bonita's boat was, 
in her way to their ibip, plJrfued by a Hoppo, 
or cuftom-houfe boat, who wanted to fearch 
her. The fellow, being in liquor, and fearing 
they would take away the Giver he had with 
him, fired a mufquet at the purfuers, and killed 
the officer. Early the next morning, the corpfe 
was laid at the door of one of the E.nglifu houfes 
or factories, where Chinefe officers, appointed for 
that purpo[e, waited for the firfc conllderable 
EngitJhman that fuould come out, without any 
regard co whom this act of violence and murder 
was to be imputed. It happened that the Super­
cargo belonging to the Bouita, was the firit that 
came Out; un hIm (hey ftized, put him in chains, 
and led him, by way of example, about the fub­
urbs ot L.anton. All that could be faid or done 
by (he moJ.l: confiderable of the Chinefe mer­
chants who were in commerce with the £ng~ 
bib, availed nothing; tiB my man, who com­
mitted the faCt, was delivered to them, and 
'then the Bonita's Supercargo was foon after re­
leaf'td. 

It is the cufrom in China, at leafr at Canton, 
to exaB.: a certain fum of money from all !hips 
that come there, according to their meafureo 

ment, which is divided into rates or portions of 
firft~ 
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firO:, fecond, and third. I therefore every day 
expeCted the Hoppo to co me to meafure my 
!hip, but was given to underftand, that I mUlt 
go up to Canton before that could be done~ 
though even at the hazard of my life. I ac­
cordingly went, and ftaid two days at the Ca­
dogan'S factory, during which time I was hour­
ly alarmed by fuch ftories as made me fear that 
I fhould, indifpofed as I was, be dragged away 
from my bed, and put in irons: but at the 
end of two days, I was obliged to go dOWl1 
again to the fuip, to be prefent at the meafure­
ment; and a day afterwards the Hoppo came 
with a numerous retinue, and feemed to do his 
bufinefs very quietly, but would not let me 
know what was the fum he intended to exact. 
This gave me much trouble, for I began to 

think the Chinefe, through a falfe report of our 
great riches, had an intention to gratify their love 
of money by a heavy im pofition; and in this I 
was not miftaken. 

I had not been here many days before I was 
deferted by all my officers and fuip's company, 
who were continually employed in removing 
their effects from on board my {hip to fome of 
the Europeans, without my knowledge, as I was 
all the time confined to my bed. My officers 
were engaging the Indian gentlemen in their in­
terefr, and had ieft me and my fan, with a few 
negroes, to look after the iMp. In fuort. my 
fhip's company had fo many ways of difpofing 
of their effects, that it was impoffible to oblige 

them 
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them to do what I iliould have thought juf'cice to 
the gentlemen in England and to myfdf. In 
a word, they were all [oon recovered of their il­
nefs by the affiihnce they met with here, and 
were become their own mafters. The gentle­
men who prefidtd over the trade, fo little con~ 
fidered am cafe, that they had half a mind to 
refufe me it paftage in one of their fhips ; .. and, 
in effect, I was treated by them aIm eft as .one 
enewy might treat anOIher in a neutral port. 

The Captains Hill and Newfham, when they 
fira came to fee me, were aftoniilied at the ruinG 
ous appearance of my ihip; and when I had 
given them a {han hinory of my voyage, and 
defired they would receive me with my effeCts, 
thty anfwered, that, fince they plainly faw my 
(hip was in no condition to ftir any farther, upon 
paying our paffage, they would entertain us as 
foon as we pleafed. This I depended upon, and 
expected to have no farther trouble than to re-· 
move ourfelves atany time; but,on the contrary, 
~ found that I had ignorantly applied to the 
wrong perfons, and that my addrefs fhould have 
been to the Supercargoes, by which means I was 
left negleCted, while the Engliih Captains were 
t;rdered to fail down with their fuips five or fix 
miles below us. Thus was I left defritute in th~ 
compwy of five foreign fhips, who, perceiving 
my own C0l111trymen to be fo carelefs of me, 
were fo kind as to oifer me their fervice, and af­
filted me with w hat ~hey could; and, had it not 
tKen for ~hem) I don't know what I might have 

fuffered~ 
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J{tlHered, for I was under perpetual alarms that 
the Chinefe had a defign [0 chop my iliip, that 
is, to feize her. 

Having found out my error in applying t6 
the Captains, and not to the Supercargoes, I 
fent up a letter to them, not to defire, but to de­
mand a pa!fage for me, my officers, and ibip's 
<company, which I was fenlible they could not 
-rdufe, and indeed they did not; but their con­
.defcenfion was accompanied with a charge to 
the Engliili Captains, not to r-eceive any thing 
Qelonging to us, except it was con1igned to the 
India Company in England. This was an ar­
ticle which my people utterly rejected, vowing 
they would as foon throw what they had into 
the fea, as comply with fuch a demand; for my 
part, it gave me no 'Concern, being confcious to 
myfelf that I had infringed none of their privi­
leges. At the fame time that I was acquainted 
with this intention of receiving us as palfengers~' 
I was alfo informed of the Hoppo's demand for 
anchorage in the river, which was no lefs than 
6000 tahel; and. to quicken mein the payment 
of this exorbitant fum, there was a penalty an­
nexed to this extortion of 500 additional tahel 
for every day we failed in the payment of it.' 
In iliort, there was no means by which I could 
evade this unconfcionable impofition; and as it 
was l} day before I could poffibly fend .the 6000 

taheI'up to Canton, they required 500 tahel more 
for negkFi: of payment; fo that they received 
from me, 'ttpon ~his e~traordinary occafion, the 

YOLo II. I i full 
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f-1.111 [urn of 6500 tahel, equal to 2 I 661. J 3S' 4d. 
Eng1iili money. This was, as is apprehended, 
about fix times as much as the Cadogan paid, 
which was the largeft Englifh fhip there, and 
meafured a third more than mine. It was now 
high time to get out of my fhip ~ but before I 
quitted her, I fold her for 2000 tahel, \Yhich 
money, and the reft of my effeCts, were COll­

figned to the India Company. 
Towards the latter end of December, 1722, 

I failed in the Cadogan, commanded by Captain 
John Hill, in company w~(h the Frances, Cap­
tain N ewibam. who. failing better than we, left 
us as foon as we were OlH at fea. Captain Hill, 
l1.nding his !hip very tende"r, put into Batavia) 
where we continued about 10 days, ;1!1d were 
informed there were fever<1tpira,tes in th,ofe feas ~ 
we, therefore, when WI:: departed from Batavia~ 
joined the Dutch homeward-botmd aeet jn 13an­
tam-bay. TheDlltch Commodore pro{I1ifed t~ 
affift tlS in wooding and watering l;lt Mew-iOand. 
the water at Batavia beilig verybad ; but on our 
joinir.g Capt. Newfham in the ftraits of $undall 
the D\Jtch made that a pretence to leave us be­
fore we got the length ofMew-i!1and; and Capt1 
N ewl},~m alfo deferted us the [arne eveniria fo 

h " 0', 
~"at ',",IF;. were left to ourfelves. ' , 

\;y e con~inued at Mew·iOand fix or f~ven days~ 
clunng which time feveral boqts came to us from 
r~; lie'S Wand, and brouaht us turtle ' cocoa~ 

. b ' " , 

putA, pll:eapples, and other fruits. 
Som~ of the people having; feen wil,d cattl\! 

wa~in& 
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-grazing'near the fhand, went on fhore with de .. 
rign t;)kill them; but before they had advanc~ 
ed near enough, they difcovued a fm:lll tyger~ 
and faw the track of an old one, upon which 
they retired to the boat. At this place [orne of 
the gentlemen belonging to this i11ip, in their 
outward-bound palfage, law a rhinoceros • 

.From Mew-il1ahd we had a very pleafant 
paffage to and about the C1pe of Good Hope~ 
which, in my opinion, was greatly owing to Cap .. 
rain Hill's good condutt, i:1 coming in with the 
hnd betimes, I mean upon the eafternmoil: part 
of the bank, and keeping a moderate dif1:ance 
from the land. I cannot be pofitive, but I think 
we never exceeded a degree in diftance from it~ 
generally !efs, and fometimes even made the 
land itfelf. 

In this courfe, I do hdt remember that we took 
in our top-fails above twice; once for a fquaU, 
which waS over in an hour's time: and, another 
time, being threatened by the appearance of bad 
weather ~ Capt. Hill made all the requifite pre. 
parations to receive it, which done, he frood in 
for the land ~ and, in a few hours, we had fair 
weather, a favourable gale~ and all our [mall fails 
fer, at the fame time that there remained great 
appearance of foul weather to the fouthward of 
US; which continued for feveral days afterwards. 

I have obkrved before, that the Frances and 
the Dutch fhips hl1d [even days the advantage 
of us, by leaving us in the !traits of Sunda, nCit~ 
withftanding which, we gained the Cape about 

I i 2 2:» 
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as. many days before the Frances, although fbI' 
failed fo much better than we: and, as to the 
Dutc-h fhips~ there was no appearamce at all of 
their arrival when we left the Cape. 

The'offieers of our iliip, by compari£1g their 
accounts with thofe of fome af the Gentlemen 
belonging to the Frances, fotmd that !he had 
f'blffered a great deal~j bad weather; whilft we" 
who were 10 leagues, or thereabout, to thl; 
northward of them, or nearer the fil.ore, enjoyed 
fine pleafant weather and fair wind continually,. 
till we arrived in the Table-bay, wh.ich we did 
the laner end of March, This I ihould think 
of fLlffieient ,-' .. eight for any other to pur[uc the 
fame track. Here we found Governor Boon, in. 
the London Eaft Indiaman, and ethers, bound 
for hngland, 

Whilft we lay at the Cape of Goad Hope,. 
nothing remarkable occurred, and it has been 
fo often defenbed, that J can fay nothing of it 
that has not been faid by moil: who have been. 
there before. 

From the Ca'pe of Good Hope we had an 
agreeable paffage to the iDand of St, Helena,. 
and from t-hem:e to England, 

We made the Land's-end in the latter end of 
July; and~ being come into the Britiili channel:. 
met with briik gales from the weftern quarter" 
with thick foggy weather. 

On July the 30th, in the evening, we an­
chored under Du-ngenefs, and the [arne night 
r to, S lome 0 - trre up.ercargoes and paife!1gers, and 

amongft 
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amonglt the reft myfelf, hired a fmall veifel to 
carry us to Dover, where we arrived early the 
next morning, and the fame day proceeded to­
wards London, where we arrived on the firlt 
of Augufr. 

Thus ended a long and l.mfortunate voyage 
of three years, feven months, and fome days; 
after having failed very confiderabl y more than 
round the circumference of the earth, and ha~"­
ing gone through a great variety of dangers 
and diftrdfes, both on fea and fuore. 
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o A G E 
ROUND THE \VORLD. 

't}[VHEN, in the year 1739, the Spanin) 
. ,,~ depredations had roufed the national 
refenrment, and the pacific miniftry who then 
were entrufted with the adminiftrarion of affairs, 
found it impoffible :my longer to prevel1t a War 
with Spain, feveral projeCts were propofed, and 
feveral plans formed, for diH:reffing the enemy 
in the moft effeCtual manner, by cutting off the 
refources by which alone they were encouraged 
(0 continue their infults, and by which alone 
they could be enabled to fupport a war. 

Among the reft, two expeditions were planned 
by Sir Charles Wager, then al: the head of [he 
admiralty, and tvvo gentlemen named by him 

for carrying them into execution; which were 
no fooner laid before the privy council to be 

examined than they were unanimouily approved. 
Captain Anfon, who was nominated to com­

mand the one, being out upon a cruife, a velTe! 
was difpatched to order him to return with his 
:!hip, the Centurion, to Portfmomh; and Mr. 
Cornwall, who was appointed to command the 
IOther, was acquainted with the honour con­
ferred upon him, and directed to prepare ac~ 
cordingly. 

There 
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There are not to be found in the dnnals of 

Britain two expeditions, remote in [he delhna. 
tion, yet having ;:i connethon one with the other, 
that promifed equal advantages with thtfe to 
the nation, equal honour to the promoters, or 
equal wealth and glory to the commanders: 
but by what fatality thefe expedit;ons were 
changed, or by what flate-craft one came to be 
laid aode, .flnd the other delayed,-who were the 
tl;airors that betrayed the reeret of their deftina­
tioD, or who the demon of feduction was that 
perverted the grand defign to the pitiful purpo1e 
of one lingle pilfering,project,-remains at pre­
fent among [hofe feerets, which, perhaps, a fe­
cond Dalrymple, in fome remote period of timeiJ 
ITJay difcover; when it wiH probably appear how 
much the influence of Chili an gold had operated, 
in defeating the moa formidable projett for the. 
humiliation of Spain that ever was deyifed; 
4nd how eafy it is for a prime minifter of Eng­
land, in the plenitude of power, to de,feat the 
beft concerted me"!.fures, backed andfupported 
by the King in his council, when either pride, 
envy, avarice, or emulation, may pr~mpt him 
to oonoGtion . 

• L > 

The project,· as firf\; intended, was to conGa: 
of two fhong fquadrons; one llnder. Captain 
1J.n[00 WqS to take on' board three independent 
~ompanies of :roQ men each, and Bland's regi­
rnent of foot (who was himfelf to command 
the land forces), and was to fail with all pof~ 
fj.bJe qrpedition by the ~ape of Good H9pe to 

-. the 
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the city of Manilla, in the inand of Luconia, of 
which city and iOand frequent mention has al­
ready been made in the couffe of this work; 
while that commanded by Captain Cornwall~ of 
equal force, was to proceed round Cape Horn 
into the South Seas, there to range the coafts of 
Chili, Peru, and Mexico; and when the Com. 
mander in Chief had made himfelf mafier of 
the royal treafures in that quarter, he was then 
to direCt his courfe to the Philippines, and join 
the [quadron of Captain AnfoD. This done, 
they were to aCt in conjunCtion, as circum­
fiances fbould arife, or to wait for frdb orders 
from Government to proceed on frefh enter~ 
prizes. The reader will perceive, at firfr view, 
the vaft importance of this noble undertaking, 
calculated at once to enrich the nation, and to 
determine the war without the effufion of much 
blood; for the places intended to be attacked 
were at that time incapable of refifrance; and 
as they were in poffeffion of the royal treafures, 
any failure in the return of which ml.lft of ne .. 
ceffity oblige Spain to fue for peace, that 
haughty nation muft thus have been fubdl.led 
without a battle. But pofierity will frand amazed 
when they are told the iffue of this projeCt, on 
which Sir Charles WaO'er was fo intent, that, tho' 
o 0 

It was the loth of September before Captain 
Anfon arrived in town, yet by the 18th he had 
received orders to take under his command the 
Argyle, Severn,PearJ, Wager, and Trial noop, 
and to proceed to victual the fame with the ut-

~ol\ 
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molt expedition. Before the end of December 
fuch difpatch had been made by that vigilant 
officer, that the fhips were in readinefs to take 
the troops on board; but in January, when 
Captain Anfon attended the Board to receive 
further orders, he was cold by Sir Charles, that 
the Manilla expedition was laid afide, for what 
reafons he knew not, but that the expedition to 

the South Seas WdS Hill intended; and that he 
and his fquadron, as their firft deftination was 
now countermanded, 1110111d be employed in 
Chat iervice. . 

Accordingly on the loth of January, 174-0, 
it 

he received his commiffion as Commodore; yet.: 
it was not till the lO[h of J 11 oe that he obtained 
from the Duke of Newcaftk his Majelly's in4 , 
ftructions; and even then fo many obftacles) 
were thrown in the way, fo many difficulties 
ftarted, and fo many delays contrived, that, be~ 
fore he was permitted to fail, which was not:· 
till the latter end of September, the Spaniards 
were fo well informed of his defigns, that a· 
perron who had been employed in "the South­
Sea Company's fervice, arrived from Panama, 
and was able to relate to the Commodore mofi; 
of the particulars of his fl:rength and defrina- . 
tion, from what he had learnt among the mer .. 
chants before he left the South-Seas: but a frill 
more extraordinary proof of their early and 
perfeft intelligence was dikovered afcerwards, 
in the courfe of the voyage, when the Pearl, 
being feparated from the reft of the fquadron, 

·VoI...II. K k jn 
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in a ftorm) on the coaft of Brazil, fell in with the 
Spaniili fleet, that, during the unprecedented de­
lay, had been purpofely fitted out to ruin the ex· 
pedition, and found AdmIral hfarro fo well in­
ftrucred in the form and make of Com. An[on's 
broad pendant, and thofe he employed had imi. 
tated it fa exactly, that Capt. MitchelL, who com­
manded the Pearl, was decoyed by it withm gun­
fuot,. before he was able to difcover his miftake. 

All delays being at length overcume, the 
fquadron, confifting of five men of war, a floop 
of war, and two viCtualling !hips, namely, the 
Centurion, of 60 guns, 400 men, commanded 
by Captain Anfon, as Commodore; the Glou­
ceiler, of 50 guns, 300 men, of which Richard 
Norris, Efq; was commander; the Severn, of 
50 guns, 300 men, the Han. Edward Legg, 
E[q; Commander; the Pearl, of 40 guns, 250 

men, Matthew Mitchell, Efq; Commander; the 
Wager, of 28 guns, 160 men, the Bon. John 
Murray. Commander; two viCtuallers, the In­
duftry and Ann pinks, the largeft of about 400, 

and the other about 200 tons burthen ; were or­
dered to take the troops on board at St. I-Jelen's. 
But how much the numbers, ftrength, and pro­
bability of fuccefs, of this fquadron, were dimi­
nirned by the various incidents that took place 
in near a twelvemonth's procra!l:ination, may 
fully be conceived by what has already been 
faid. Had the honourable Board from whence 
the Brit idea of the expedition originated been 
permitted to direEl:~ all the old and ordinary 

feamen 
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feamen on board the !hips would have been ex~ 
changed tor fuch as were young and able; the 
full complement of each fhip would have been 
male up; and the fait provifions which had 
been fo long on board in the Channel would 
have been remanded on {hore, and freib provi­
fions replaced in their room: but, infread of 
thefe neceffary precautions, the Captains were 
glad to retain their old crews; the deficiency 
in the numbers of which, amounting to more 
than 300 men, was no otherwife made up than 
by 'fending on board about 100 cripples from 
the hoipitals, and a party of raw marines who 
had never been at fea before: nor were they 
more fortunate in the change that was made in 
the landoforces; for, inftead of three indepen .. 
dent companies, OfIOO men each, and Bland's 
regiment of foot, as fira promifed, they. had 
only 400 invalids from Chelfea allotted them, 
one part of whom was incapable of aCtion by 
their age and infirmities, and the other part ure. 
lefs by their ignorance of their duty. .But this 
diminution of ftrengthvas not the greateft mit;' 
fortune that attended thele meafures; the im­
portance of the time which was wilfully wafted 
was in its confequences the fource of all thofe 
calamities to which the enterprize was after~ 

wards expofed, by obliging the Commodore to 
make his paifage round the Cape in the moft 
tempeftuous feafon, when, as it was forefeen, 
almoft all the invalids, to a man, periilied long 
before they arrived at the place of action, ex· 

K k 2 piring 
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piring in a moft lamentable condition when they 
came to be attacked with the [curvy, with their 
wounds bleeding afrefu, which had been healed 
fame of them :W, fanle 30, and [orne 40 years 
before. 

But to proceed: Of this voyage there are 
two very authentic ana wellowritten accounts; 
one by PalCo Thomas, the mathematical mafter 
(>n board the Centurion, who failed in her out 
of the Britifh Channel, and returned with her 
in [afety when fhe arrived at Portimouth, and 
wa3 an eye-witnefs and careful obferver of all 
that paffed: the other by the Rev. Mr. Richard 
Walters, Chaplain to the above fbip) who re­
ceived his materials, and every other ailif!:ance 
neceffary to authenticate his narration, from the 
Commander in Chief. 

We have chofen to follow the former in the 
narrative of facts, as mof!: exact and leaft liable 
to impoution; but, in the explanatory part, we 
fuall copy the latter; becaufe, though Mr. Tho­
mas fuffered nothing material that pafTed to 
efcape his notice. there were many things tran­
facted, the motives for which he could only 
guefs at; but thefe motives Mr. Walters has, 
by means of the Commodore's affiftance, been 
able to explain. 

H Being quite ready about the beginning of 
September, J 740, we pm to fea three different 
times, but were as often put back to the road 
of St. Helen's, by contrary winds ~nd frormy 
weather. At laft, on Thurfday, Sept. 18, we 

failed 
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failed in company with the Lark and St. Alban's, 
twO of his Majefty's {hips, and feveral merchant­
fhips, be fides our (Win [quadron ; and Saturday 
evening faw fame !.;':fl·of .. war, and a large fleet 
of merchantmen, waiting for us at Torbay. At 
one in the afternoon we joined them; and the 
Commodore hoifled his broad pendant, which 
was faluted b? all his Majefty's fhips in the fleet 
with I 3 gun~ each. The King's tbips which 
joined llS here were, the Dragon, Chatham, 
Winchefter, and ')outh-SeaCaftle, and near 200 

fail of merchantmen under convoy, fome of 
whom were bound to the Mediterranean, and 
others to feveral parts of North America. We 
had at prefent the command of the whole fleet; 
and thIs fame afternoon, feeing a fhlp to the 
fouth-weft, we made tbe =-~'ragon a fignal for chaf­
ing her; but {be proved one of our own !hips, 
too far a·head of her fLauon. At four this af­
ternoon, the Start Point bore from usE. by N. 
at the diftance of eight leagues. 

Monday the 22d, we faw two fail to the weft­
ward) and fent the Trial Sloop to fpeak with 
them. They were Dutch fhips bound to Cura­
foe, with ff)ldiers for their garrifons there. 

ThtHfday the 25th, the Winchefter and South­
Sea-Caftle, with the merchant~fhips \.lnder their 
convoy for Virginia, and other pans of North­
America, parted from us, and proceeded on 
their refpeCl:ive voyages. And Monday the 29th, 
the Dragon~ Chatham, St. Alban's, and Lark~ 
with the merchant-fhips in their charge for the 

Medi-
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Mediterranean? did the like; and we had now 
no iliips left in company but our own prOpel" 
fquadron. 

'Tuefday the 30th, we fpoke with a Dutch 
man-of-war, who came from Malta, bound for 
Amfterdam. ' 

Friday, October the 3d, we fpoke with two 
Ellglifh merchant~fhips from Lillian for Nt:w­
York, and the 8th we fpoke with a French Hoop 
from Rochelle. The 13th, one Philip Merrit, 
a common failor, died, which I mention becaufe 
he was the tim man we loft on the voyageo The 
next day, by an order from the Commodore, we 
went to thort allowance; that is, one third of 
the allowance granted by government is kept 
back, in order to make our provifions hold out 
the longer, The 23d, we [poke with a fuip 
from Liverpool, and the next day with another 
from Glafgow, for the Cape de Verde iOands; 
as "lfo with a fmall brigantine from Falmouth 
for Madeira, who kept us company thither. 
The next day we fpoke with a Dutch fhip from 
Surinam for Holland. The 26th, at 6 o'clock in 
the morning, we faw the land bearing W. N. W. 
rliftance fix leagues, and at four in the even­
ing anchored in Foncbale road, in forty fathom 
water, a~breaft the town of Fonchale, and about 
a m:le and a half from it. During this whole 
paff2ge, we had aIm oft continually contrary 
winds, and boifterous uncertain weather; by 
which m.:ans, a Daf:f:Jae which is very common-

< b 

Iy made in 10 or 12 days) took us up 38. 
Our 
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Our bufinefs in this place was only ••. , w::tter~ 

and take in wine, and fome private ftecks: but~ 
foon after our arrival, we were informed. that 
they had feen from the iiland, to the weftward ll 

about 16 or 18 fail of £hips for leveral days to­
gether, which were fuppofed to be a junction of 
French and Spanifu Ships of war; and as we had. 
reafon to imagine that our expedition had long 
been known~ there was little room to doubt, but 
that thofe ibips were defigned to intercept and 
deftroy us before we could attempt any thing to 
the prej udice of Spain. On this news the Com­
modore rent out an Engli-{b privateer which hy 
in the road, ,with one of his own officers, to fee 
if they coulddifcover them at fea, and what they 
were; but !he returned the next Qay, having 
made no difcovery. . 

Nov. 2, Captain Norris, at his own requefr, 
being in an iU Hate of health, with (he content 
of the Commodore quitted the command of the 
Gloucefter, in order to return to England. The 
Gloucefret was hereupon given to Captain Mit­
chel, the Pearl to Captain Kidd, the Wager to 
the Hon. Captain Murray~ and the Trialfloop 
to David Cheap, OUf Firft Lieutenant; and as 
erie of the Lieutenants of the G'louceilcr had 
quitted with Captain Norris, our ~wo mateS, who 
had long depended on the Commodore. were 
preferred to be Lieutenants on this oecaGon. 

The 4th, at four in the afternoon, we weigh­
ed anc.i put to fea, wirhall the fquctdron under 

our 
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our command An .Engllih Ooop, which lay in 
the road, [aImed us at our departure with nine 
guns, to which we returned five. 

The 6th, at four o'clock in the evening, we 
faw the ifland of Palma, one of the Canary 

Wands, in the latitude of 29 degrees north, and 
longitude from the meridian of L'Jndon 19 de­
grees 44 minutes weft. The fame clay we ipoke 
with a French ihip from Marit:llles bound to Mar­
tinico, and the next morning with a Dutch ihip 
from Amfl:erdam bound to Batavia, the metropo­
lis of the Duu:h fettlements in the haft-Indies. 

The I rth, about four in the morning, we 
croIfed the Northern Tropic for the Brft time 
in this voyage,in long, 24 deg. 24 min. weft 
from London, 

The i 6th, being in the latitude of about K2 

deg. 20 min. and the contract with our victual­
lers expiring in that latitude, the Anne Pink 

fired a bun, and hoiLl:ed a red flag at her fore .. 
top mait·.htad, to give us notice of it. 

On the next day all the Lieutenants of the 
lquadron were by a fignal ordered on board the 
Centurion, and orders were given to unlade the 
Indui1ry Pink) and each f11ip to take on board 
from her their refpective quotas of provifions; 
in purfuance of which we immediately began to 

unlade her, lying by in the day) and making an 
cary fail in the night. 

The 19th, having unloaded and difcharged 
the Indufiry, at eight in the evening ihe parted 

from 
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from US~ in order to proceed to Barbadoes, 
whither i1:e was bound; but the Commodore 
having entered into a new contracl: with the 
mafl:er of the Anne pink~ !he was detained with 
us for his Majefty's fervice, our lliipg being too 
much encum.bered to admit of taking on board 
any more proviilons at this time. 

The 28th, about five in the morning, we croff. 
ed the Equinottial, in the longitude of 23 deg. 
15 min. W. from London, the variation of the 

compdfs at that place being 35 min. E. 
December the 2d, at eight in the morning, we 

faw a fail to the north>\veil, to which we gave 
chace. At night we loft fight of her; but next 
morning we faw her and gave chace again, but in 
the afternoon quitted her. We imagined this 
fail to be a tender on the Spanifh fleet, fent pur­
pofely to get intelligence of us: but on our ar­
rival at the Cape of Good Hope, in our return 
home, we learned that 1he was the EaflAndia~ 
Company's packet bound for the iUand of St. 
Helena. 

The IOth'j expecting to be near the co aft of' 
Brazil" we founded, and found 67 fathom water~ 
on which we fired a gun for a fignal jj and alter·· 
ed our courfe more to the fouthward. This day 
died Thomas Waller, OUf furgeon, who was fUCm 

ceeded by Henry Ettrick, furgeon of the Wa~ 
ger; the furgeon of the Trial fucceeded him~ 
and Jofeph Allen, our furgeon's firft matc, wa~ 
made furgeon of the trial. 

YOL.IL L 1 Th~ 
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The 11th, we fpoke with a Portuguefe bri .. 
gantine from Rio J aneira, bound to Santos, one 
of the principal Portuguefe fettlements in the 
Brazils. The 13th, we croffed the South Tropic 
for the lira time, in long. 38 deg. 36 min. W. 
from London. 

The 14th died Robert Welden, our purfer, 
who was fucceeded by John Rule, purfer of the 
W~ger, and Comn:odore's Secretary; Thoma!; 
Harvey, one of our midfhipmen, was made pur­
fer of the Wager, in the room of Mr. Rule. 

The 17th, we faw the land of the BraziJs, 
from W. to W. S. W. very mountainous, and 
full of woods. I have, for feveral days laft paft, 
found, by my obfervations, a fhong current on 
this coaft, fe~ting to the (outhward near three 
quarters of a mile an hour, which, perhaps, may 
be occafioned i;1y the neighbourhpod of the vafl: 
river of Rio de la Plata; anotherobfervation, 
which I iliall have occaGon to make after our 
leaving the coaff of Brazil, will very much cor· 
robarate this conjecture. 

The fame day, at four in the evening, we had 
40 fathom of water, muddy ground; the iihnd 
of Alvoredo. a{mall·iOand at the north·eaft end 
of the large ifland of St. Katharine's, then bear· 
ing N. W. by N. about eight leagues difrant; 
an}l the next day at [even in the evening we 
ca.me to an anchor in, twelve fa.thom. water, the 
nqrth:eaft end of St. Catharine's bearing S. S. w. 
about three miles diftant., and the ii1and. of AI:­
voredo, N. N. E. about fix miles diftant. Here 

we 
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we found the tide to fet S. S. Eo and N. N. W. 
We fent albore a Lieutenant to the fort to com­
pliment the Governor, and to defire a pilot to 
carry us into the road. The Governor returned 
a very civil anfwer, and granted our requeft. 
The next morning we weighed and ran up the 
harbour, and about noon anchored in five fa~ 
thorn and a half water, in a place they there 
call Boon Porto; but being ftill too far from. 
the watering-place, we on the 20th, about ele­
ven in the morning, weighed and ran farther 
up between St. Katherine's and the main land 
of Brazil, and in the afternoon anchored and 
moored in five fathom water, about two miles 
from the watering-place; and the fame even­
ing our third Lieutenant went albore with m?,._ 
terials for building a tent, to {helter the people 
who were to b~ employed in watering. We 
likewife faluteij the Portuguefe fort with eleven 
guns, who returned us the like number. 

Our fhips beginning to be very fickly, tents 
were ereCl:ed on fuore, one for every ihip, and 
the fick were fent ailiore to them~ with fUl'geons 
and proper attendance. 
- The agen~s for viCtualling, of which we had 
two with uS, were ordered to procqre what freih 
provifions we cOllld expend during our flay 
here, which they accordingly did; PLlt thoLlgh 
their meat, which is altogether beef, was both 
cheap and plenty, it was for the greateft part 
mif(:rably bad, and [caree fit to be eaten. 

L l ~ The 
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The men throughout the whole [quadran be .. 
gan now to drop off apace with fevers and 
fluxes, occafioned chiefly, 1 believe, by the vio­
lent heat of the climate, and the bad air; the 
country being fo very woody that the: air mufi: 
thereby be ftagnated, and rendered unhealthfuL 

We continued here wooding, vvarering, and 
overhauling our rigging, till Sunday, Jan. 18, 
1741, during VI hich time we had variable un­
certain weather, fometimes rea and lar:d breezes, 
at other times {hong gales of wind, with heavy 
rain, thunder and lightning, but always excef~ 
five heat. 

While we Jay here, we gave our 111ip a tho­
rough cleanfing, fmoaked her between decks, 
in order to def!:roy the vermin. and walhed 
every part with vinegar, which I mention be~ 
callie it is abfolutely neceifary in large fhips, the 
french of fo many fick perfons being noifome in 
hot climates. 

Dec. 2 I, I obferved an eclipfe of the moon, and 
by comparing the time of the end of it, with 
a calculation I purpofely made of it in the me­
ridian of London, from Sir lfilac Newton's New 
Theory of the rvloon, I found the place where 
the [hip thenhy to be 49 deg. 53 min, tothe weft~ 
ward of the meridian of London, The calcula­
tion itrelf~ and the time ie ended at St. Katha~ 
rine's, I have unfortunately loft; but as the 
longitude is thereby (<:ttled, they are of no far­
ther ufe, and not worth letrieving at the trouble 
of ,a new calculati,Qn. . 

Before 
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Before we arrived at this iOand; we had re­
ceived from the defcriptions of M. Frezier, a 
French author, and fome other peifons who had 
been on the fpot, fuch accounts as, together 
with the climate in which it is fimated, gave us 
very great ideas of its fruitfulnefs, and hopes of 
a plentiful fupply of every thing we wanted for 
a long run; but we found ourfelves miferably 
mifl:aken in almoft every article we expected. 

As here are feveral fine fandy bays, we had 
very good fifhing with a feine, for mullets, old 
wives, fting·rays, maids, turbot£, and other flat 
filli, Giver fiili, bafs, a very boney long fiili like 
a bafs, but which our feamen call a teno 
pounder, and fome other forts. We likewife 
had freili beef for prefent expending plenty e­
nough, but fcaree better than the carrion that 
we gave to our dogs. As for lemons, limes, 
plantains, bananaes, potatoes, and other roots, 
fruits, and greens, with which thore climates 
generally abound, which the amhors above 
mentioned aver to be extremely plentiful here, 
and which we principally depended on for fea­
flores, there were fo few at the time of our be­
ing here, that I believe we could have con~ 
fumed all that came to our knowledge of thofe 
things in one day. The officers, however, no , 
ooubt, found plenty; as Mr. Walters agrees in 
his report with Frezier, that there was no want 
of pine-apples, peaches, grapes, lemons, ci~ 
trans, melons, apricots, and adds, there were 
befides potatoes and onions for fea-fl:ores. Sa(:" 

[afras 
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fafrafs is here in great plenty, and we cut much 
of it among other wood for fuel. Guaiacum 
they report to be very plenty here likewife, but 
I faw none of it, nor heard of any perfon who 
<did during our fray. Rum and fugar they have 
in fman quantities, but very indifferent and 
dear. The inhabitants are a mixture of portua 
guefe and Indians incorporated together, and 
appear to be very poor, idle, lazy, jgnoranr~ 
and rudeo I believe the original of the Ponu­
guefe here was chiefly from felons, who fled hi­
their from other parts of the Brazils to fuelter 
t.hemfelves from jufiice; they never till lately 
having any government among them, except 
a Chief chofen from among themfelves, who was 
more like a Captain of thieves and robbersjI 
than the Commander of a colony. At prefent 
there are fome European Soldiers, and a Gover­
nor from Rio Janeiro, whofe name was Don 
Joffe Sylva de Paz, an expert engineer, who, 
as Mr. Walters obferves, underftood one branch 
of his bufinefs very well, which is the advan­
tages which new works bring to thofe who are 
emrufted with the care of ereCting them; for~ 
befides a battery on a neck of land that narG 

rows the channel to a little more than a quar. 
ter of a mile, there were three other forts car­
rying on for the defence of the harbour, none 
of which were then compleated. 

The country, both the main and the iQand~ 
is mQuntJinolJs, and all over-grown with thick 

WQOd3~ 
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woods, and thofe fo entangled with the· under­
growth of thorny briars, brambles, and the like, 
that in moil: places they are fcaree penetrable. 
Thefe woods are reported to be full of very 
fieree tygers, which makes any excurfions into 
the country dangerous, uniefs you go well arm-. 
ed, and even then much caution is neeeffary. 

They have here fome hogs and fowls, but I 
believe not very plenty; and in the woods are 
monkeys, apes, armadilloes, and other wild 
creatures unknown to me; as alfo parrots, par­
roquets, and many other forts of birds proper 
to the climate. Alligators are faid to be plenty 
near the !hores and in the lakes, but we faw none 
of them. 

The country appears to me to 'be a good foil, 
and very capable of improvement, were the in,,: 
habitants more civilized and induftrious. 

This iOand lies in latitude 27 deg. 30 min. S. 
longitude, as before determined, 49 deg. 53 
min. W. from London; and the variation of 
the compafs I I deg. 20 min. eafl:erly. 

Dec. 27, we difcovered a fail in the offing~ 
and the eighteenooar'd barge was manned, and 
armed, and fent, under the command of the fe­
cond Lieutenant of the Centurion, to examine 
her before the arrived within the proteaion of 
the fort. She proved to be a Portuguefe bri~ 
gamine from Rio Grande; but, though the ofQ 
£leer behaved to the maJler with the lltmoft ci~ 
vility, yet the Governor took offence at Ollr 

fendingour boat, complained of the violation of 
th~ 
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the peace, aod made that a pretence for fending 
Don Pifarro the moft circumftantial intelli6ence 
of our force aDd condition, as we aftenvards 
found by letters intercepted in the South Seas. 

January 18, 174 I, we left this Wand, having 
had OJ. melancholy proof how much the healchi~ 
nefs of this place had been over-rated by for ... 
mer writers; for we found, that, though the 
Centurion alone had buried no lefs than 28 
men fillee our arrival, the 11l1mber of the fick 
in the fame interval had increafed to 96; and 
this very day we had three men die. 

Before our dep~rture the Commodcre took 
every precaution to prevent a feparation; but 
confJdering that, in fueh boinerom feas as we 
were abom to encounter?· he himfelf might be 
difabled, he called the;: officers together, and 
in a full council fo ordered it. that. if bur one 
fuip efcaped, the expedition fhould not be a· 
bandoned. Proper places of rendezvous were ap­
pointed; the time was fettled for fraying at there 
places; and, jf the Commodore did not arrive 
in that time, the Captains were ordered to put 
themfelves under [he command of the renior, 
~nd to proceed \vithout farther delay. 

The 220 in the morning, we had very ftormy 
weather, vvithfome thunder, lightning, and rain; 
and the Trial carried away the head of her 
main9ma~. A thick fog fucceeding, we lay 
to, and iool1 after loft ilghr of the Pearl, the 
Trial} and the Anne pink. In the afternoon 
we got fight of and joif)ed company with the 

. Trial 



COMMODORE ANSON's VOYAGE. 265 

Trial and the Anne, but the Pearl was frill 
miffing. 

From hence to Februal'y the r 3th, very va~ 
riable weather, mOl1:ly foggy, from latitude 35, 
or thereabouts. to latitude 39; the reft a mix~ 
ture not much unlike our weather in England 
in the month of October, except that we had 
pretty often thunder and lightning, which are 
not fo frequent with us in that month. Being 
paft the latitude of 36 degrees to the fouthward) 
I obferved the current, which had hitherto con~ 
ftantly fet foutherly, now on the contrary, tel: 
to the northward; and the great river of Rio de 
la Plata being Dtuated in between 35 and 36 
degrees fouth, ftrengthens my conjecture that 
thofe currents are occafioned by the flllX and 
reflux of that mighty river. 

February 13, we faw the land from S. by W. 
to S. half E. appearing plain, with very few ri[= 
ings, and of a very moderate height, our found .. 
ings at that time from 46 to 56 fathom, the firft 
mud, the latter ftony ground. This day, at 
four in the evening, we were within about foul' 
miles of Cape Blanco on the co aft of Patagonia, 
and in I ~ fathom water; on which we hauled 
off, and ran along the co aft, the foundings; 
from 2Q to 60 fathom water. At five the next: 
morning we faw the land from W. by N. to S. 
W. half W. with an opening near the middle; 
which I believe to be the harbour of Port De­
fire, fo called by Sir John Narborough, The 
northernmoft land in fight is Cape Blanco\) 

.vOL. II. ~ m . and 
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and the [outhermoft Penguin Wand, fo called 

from the great numbers of penguins about it, 
of which birds Sir John's !hip's company killed 
and falted large quantities for provifions; and 
which he reports to be very good and wholefome 
food. Cape Blanco is in the latitude of 47 deg. 
10 min. S, longit. from St. Katharine's 17 deg. 
38 min. VI[. which makes it from London 67 
deg. 20 min. W. taking the N. E. point of St. 

Katharine's in 4-9 deg. 42 min. W. to be about 
1 I minutes to the eaftward of the place where 
the {hip lay when I fixed it by obfervation. 

The 17th, in the evening, we anchored about 

:ll7 or 18 leagues {hort of the harbour of Port 
St. Julian, fo called by Sir Francis Drake, who 
touched there in his voyage round the globe, 
and where he condemned and executed Mr. 
Doughty, the next perfon in command to him­
felf, on pretence of a confpiracy to murder him 
and ruin the expedition; whence a [mall iOand 
within the harbour is to this day called the 
Wand of True J uftice. The next morning we 
faw a fail at S. by E, which we believing to be 
the Pearl, made the fignal for the return of all 
cruizers; but ihe not minding it, as I fuppo[e 
Dot feeing it. we ordered the Gloucefter to chafe, 
~nd at two in the afternoon the GlouceU:er and her 

chace, which to our great fatisfaCtion proved 
to be the Pearl, joined us. They informed us, 
that, on January the 3 I ft, their Commander; 
Captain Dandy Kidd, diid ; and that on the 

7th 
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7th inftant they were chaced by five large fhi;:>s, 
which they believed to be Spanifn men of war, 
and were fome time within gun·i11ot of them, 
though they never fired a gun, Ila ving endea­
voured to decoy the Pearl by hoiL1ing a broad 
red pendant, like that of the Englifh Commo­
dore, at the Admiral's main-tap-mart head, and 
hoping by tbat means to be taken for our Com~ 
modore, and [0 to inveigle and make fure of theie 
prey; Capt, Mitchell, thut; decoyed., narrowly ef:' 
caped them~ by running through afpace of water, 
where the tides or currents making a great rip­
ling, the Spaniards, who thought it was rocky and 
broken ground, were afraid to follow her. Thefe 
!hips we fuppofed to be the Spani1h fquadran, 
com.manded by Admiral Pifarro, the fame who 
got fo great a name among them for his con­
duct in bringing home their Bota fafe into Port 
Andero the laft year~ eluding the vigilance of 
our fquadrons who waited for them off Cadiz, and 
was therefore looked on as the propereH: perfon 
to be fent to intercept us. VI! e fuould not have 
been difpJeafed, howeva, to have met thel11l 
with our whole force, and did not much doubt 
to have e:ther deftroyed or difabled them. But 
the time of their defhuftion was not yet come; 
their miferable fate ['naB be related in its propet' 
place. 

We were now, being the 18th, failing along 
thore for the harbour of St. Julian. I fouod 
the tide to fet here north and fouth, about a 
wile all hour. The time of flowing here on [he 

M m ~ fuB 
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full and change days is I"L E. by E. and S. W. 
by W. neareH. We fent ODe of our boats with 
an officer in-iliore, to [.Jund and !;?ndeavour to 
difcover the mouth of the harhom. At fix in 
the evening we came to an anchor in I ~~ fathom 
water. At eight the Lieutenant returned, hav~ 
ing found the harbour. vVe [eDt afhore OUr 

boats to make farther difcoveries, and to endea­
vour fome to get freili water, and ochers to pro­
cure fait, (of which Sir J. N arborough obferved, 
when he was here, that in February there was 
enough of it to load woo fhips) for the ufe of 
the fquadron in the Somh Seas. We continued 
here till the 27th, during which time we ftove 
moft of our empty cafks, in order to clear our 
fhips as much as pomble, and got up and 
mounted fuch of our guns as we had before 
:Chuck down into the hold in order to eafe the 
fl1ips; for now, not knowing how fa on we 
might meet with the Spaniili fquadron, it was 
necelIary to have them all in readinefs. We 
could find no freili water here, and but a very 
fmall quantity of faIr, and no other refrelhments 
whatever; all the country, as far as we could 
diiCover, being quite barren and defolate. We 
got fome provifions out of the Anne viCtualler 
on, board each of the other ihips, repaired the 
Trial's maft, and affifted her and the viCtualler 
to overhaul and new-fix molt of their rigging. 
Having loft the hopes of a fupply of water 
here, we were put to the allowance of one 
quart a man for one day, and three pints for 

another:! 
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another, alternately; but, aonfidcring Ol..lr paf~ 
fage had hitherto proved extremely ftormy and 
cold, and a dead time of the year coming on 
very faft, it was thought proper, in order to 
keep the people in as good heart as poffible, to 
give them whole allowance of all other provi­
lions, which was ordered accordingly. 

Here we farther fecured our lower-deck guns~ 
by nailing quoins under the trucks, in cafe the 
tackles, breechings, or iron-work, might give 
way, or fail in the ftormy weather~ which we 
had much reafon to expett. 

Here likewiie the Commodore removed the 
Honourable Captain Murray into the Pearl, in 
the room of Captain Kidd; and Captain Cheap 
into the Wager in the room of Captain Murray. 
Be advanced Mr. Charles Saunders, his Fidt 
Lieutenant, to be Commander of the Trial floop, 
in the room of Captain Cheap; and made Mr. 
Piercy Brett, Firit Liemenant of the Gloucefter~ 
Second Lieutenant of his own {hip. The Trial 
being repaired, and the Pearl, who had thrown 
about 14 ton of water overboard when chaced 
by the Spaniards~ being fL1pplied from the other 
!hips, we made ready to profecute our voyage, 

This harbour of Port St. Julian is a barred 
hal"bollr~ only fit to receive fmall !hips and vef. 
[els. Vile layoff in the road about two miles 
from the mouth of it! It is not to be [een open 
from where we lay, one point !hutting in ana· 
ther; and before any fmall fhip or veffel pre n 

tends to venture into the harbour, they OLlght 
to 
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to fend in their boats at low water, and fix poles 
or buoys on the ends of the 1hoals, which, in a 
manner, block up the paffage. The country 
about it is pretty much on the level, except-a 
fev! copling hillocks to the northward, and a 
pretty high one in the bay, which bears Vi.S.W. 
from the place where we byar anchor. The la­
titude of Port St. Julian is 49 deg. 10 min, S. 
its longitude from London 69 deg, +8 min. W. 
and the variation of the compafs 17 deg. 20 min. 
E. We had here uncertain boifrerot1s weather ~ 
with much rain, fome fnow, and generally thick 
fog, with fo much wind and fea as made us ride 
hard, and hallened our departure from this un­
eafy firuation. 

Sir John Narborough and fome others write, 
that they have often feen and converfed with the 
inhabitants in this and other parts of Patagonia, 
and have given wonderful defcriptioDS of them; 
hm as we faw none of them, I have nothing to 
fay of that fort, nor indeed do I think there is 
any thing in this wild part of the world worthy 
of the leafc notice. I 

The 27th, at fix in the morning, we made the 
fig!1al~ weighed, and put to fea; but the Glou­
ceiter being long in weighing her anchor, and 
the wear her proving thick and hazy, we foon 
loft fight of her, and at one in the afternoon~ 
tacked. and lay bv for her cominO" up' at feven 

.. i? Ii. , 

we fired a gun, a Gf?:nal for her, and foon after 
!he jO.ined us, having broke her main-yard in. 
the ihogs. 

Previol1.~ 
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Previous to our leaving this port, a council 
was held on board the Centurion, at which an 
the officers by fea and land attended, when it: 
was propofed by the Commodore, that their 
firft attempt, after their arrival in the Somh 
Seas, fuould be the attack of the town of Bl]~ 
divia, the principal frontier of the diftriCl: of 
Chili. To this propofition the council unani= 
moully agreed; in confequence of which, new 
inftrucrions were given to the Captains of the 
fquadran, by which they were directed, in cane 
of feparation, to rendezvous at the ifland of 
Neuftra Senoro del Secoro, and there cruife for 
10 days; after which, they were ordered to re­
pair to the height of Baldivia, and there be­
tween 40 deg. and 40 deg. 30 min. to continue 
to cruife 14 days longer; and, if in that time 
they were not joined by the reft of the fquadron, 
they were then to quit that ftation, and direCt 
their (ourfe to the illand of Juan Fernandez. 

March the 4th, in the morning, we paffed by 
the Streights of Magellan, fo near that we faw 
them very plain; the northernmof'c point of 
which, known by the name of Cape Virgin 
Mary, I found to be in the latitude of 52 deg. 
28 min. S. longitude from London 70 deg. 5S 
min. VI, variation of the compafs ! 8 c1eg. 4"0 
min. E. the fOllndings, when it bears about 
S. W. by W. at the difrance of eight leaglJes~ 
from 32 to 50 fathom, the bottom black-grey 
fand and mud. The afternoon of this day be­
iog very bright and clear, with [mall breeze]. 

india-
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inclinable to calm, mofr of the Captains took 
the opportunity of this favourable weather to 

pay a villt to the Commodore; but, while they 
were in company together, they were all great­
ly alarmed by a fudden flame which burit out 
on board the Centurion, and which wa" fuc­
ceeded by a cloud of [moak. However, they 
were foon relieved from their apprehenfioos, by 
receiving information, that the blaft was occa­
fioned by a fpark of fire from the forge light­
ing on fome gunpowder, and other combuGibles, 
which the officers on board were preparing for 
u1'e, in cafe we fhould fall in with the Spanifu 
fleet; and that it had been e~~ti/1gui1hed with· 
out any danger to the fhip. 

The 6th, in the morning, we faw the land of 
Terra del Fuego, confifring of high craggy hills, 
towering above each other, moftly covered with 
fnow, with deep horrid ",allies, fome few fcatter­
ed trees, no plains, nor one chearful green 
through aU the difmal profpecr; [0 thar the 
whole may net improperly be termed the Land 
of Defolation; and I much queition whecher a 
more dreary afpeCl: is to be 1een in any other 
part of the habitable earth; for voyagers fay 
this is inhabited, but furely its inhabi~8.l1ts muD: 
be t~e mo[1: miferable of human beings. This 
evenmg we lay by, that we might not over[hoot 
the Streights of Le Maire in the night; though 
I believe, had we kept OD, and paffed round 
Staten Land, a [mall ifland or two, which lie to 
die eaftward 9f thofe Streights, and together 

with 
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,vith Terra del Fuego frame them, it would 
have been more to our advantage than by pat:' 
fing through them. 

The 7th, at eight in the morning. we were 
v~ry near a point of land on Terra del Fuego, 
called Cape St James, bearing E. S. E. another 
called Cape St. Vincent,S. E. half E. the mid. 
dlemoll: of the Three Brothers, being three high 
hills on Terra del Fuego, appearing almolt con­
tiguous to each other, S. by W. and a very high 
Sugar-loaf Hill, called Monte Gorda, farther up 
in the country, and appearing above them, bore 
fouth from us. It is by thefe marks that you 
know you are near Strait Le I'liaire; and in­
deed we began to open them in this pofitlOn • 
.By noon we were a1moft through them, being 
affifted by a very ftrong tide with much rippling, 
and which made to the fouthward fomewhat 
before IO o'clol:k in the morning. The courfe 
through is almoft direCtly fauth, and there are 
flO !hoals nor rocks in the paffage from whence 
you may incur any danger; the only thing you 
have to fear i!:, the tide's turning againft you 
while you are in the ftraits, for in that care 
you are certainly hurried back again, and can 
have no pa!fage there till the next turn of the 
tide. The breadth of this ihait- may be about 
fix or feven leagues, and its length about feveu 
or eight; which being paffeci, you enter into a 
vaft open ocean, commonly known by the name 
of the South Sea. This ftrait lies in latitude 
55 deg. fauth, longitude from London 67 deg. 

VOL. ll. N n 3Q 
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30 min. weft, variation of the compafs 2 I deg .• 
36 min. eaft, foundings in the ftraits from 43-
to 58 fathom. the bottom black rand and peb­
ble-flones. In pailing through here, our joy 
was increafed by the brightnefs of the fky and 
the ferenity of tbe weather, which was indeed 
remarlclbly pkafing, for though the winter was 
now advancing apace, yet the morning of this 
day, in its brilliancy and mildnds, gave place 
to none we had ken finee our departure from 
England. But we here fouDd w hat was con­
ftantly verified by all our obfervatlons in thefe 
high latitudes, that fair weathtr was ever the 
forerunner of a [ucceeding Horm, and that fun­
ihine and temptft followed one another like 
light and fl:lade. Vve had fcarcely reached the 
fourhern extremity of the ftraits, when the [ere­
nity of the f1~y, which had fo much flattered 
our expeCtations, was all at once obicured, the 
wind fhifted to the fouthward, and the fea be~ 
gan to fwell to an aLlonilbing height. Before 
night the tempefr arofe, and the tide~ which 
had hith,:rtc, favoured us, turned fmiouQy 
againft us;. [0 that, ini1c:1d of purfLling our in­
tended courfe, we were driven to the eaftwarc1~ 
by the united force of vvind and currer _) with 
fa much precipitation, that in the morning we 
found oud~c1ve5 feven leagues to the eafrward of 
Streight Le Maire. From this time we had 
fuch a continu:ll fucceffion of tempefi UQUS 

weather as furprized the oldeft and moO: ex­
perienced fnariners on board, and obliged them 

to 
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to confds, that what they had hitherto called 
ftorms were inconfiderable gales compared with 
the violence of thefe winds, which raifed fuch 
!hart and at the fame time fuch mOLlntainous 
waves, as greatly furpa!fed in danger all feas 
known in any other part of the globe: and it 
was not without rearon that this uBufual ap­
pearance filled us with continual terror; for~ 

had anyone of thefe waves broke fairly over us, 
it muft in all probability have rent us [0 the 
botrolTI. Nor did we efcape with terror only; 
for the {hip rolling inceffimtly gunwale. to, gave 
us fuch quick and violent motions, that the 
men were in perpetual danger of being dallied 
againit the mares or fides of the ibip: and 
though we were extremely careful to fecure 
<lurfelves from thefe {hocks by grafping at fame 
fixed body, yet many of our people were forced 
fromthei,rhold~ fome of whom were killed. 
and others greatly injured; in particular, one of 
,our beft feameo was carried over-board and 
drowned~ another diflocated his neck, a third 
was thrown into the main hold. and bmke his 
thigh, and one of our boatfwain's mates broke 
his collar, bone twice; not to mention many 

. >other accidents of the fame kind. There tern~ 
pells, [0 dreadful in themfdves, though unal.> 

tended by any other unfavourable circumftance. 
were rendered more mifchievous to us by their 
inequality, and the deceitful intervals which 
they at fome times afforded; for, though we 
were often obliged to lie-to fOf days together 

N fI 2 llnder 
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under a reefed mizzen, and were frequently re.,. 
dllced to lie at the mercy of the waves under 
our bare poles, yet now and then we ventured 
to make fail with our courfes double reefed; 
and the weather proving more tolerable, would 

. perhaps encourage us [0 fet our top-fails; after 
which, the wind, without any previous notice, 
would return upon us with redoubled force, 
and would in an in(ta-nt tear our fails from the 
yards. And, that no circumft~nce might be 
wanting which could aggravate our d:(tre1s. 
thde blares generally brought with them a great 
quantity of fnow and fleer, which cared our 
rigging, and froze our fails, thereby rendering 
them and our cordage brittle, and apt to fnap 
upon the flighteft £train, adding inexpreffible 
difficulty and labour to the working of the 
{hip, benumbing the limbs of the people em­
ployed in handing the fails, or handling the 
ropes, and making them incapable of exerting 
themfelves with their ufual activity, and even dif-

-abling many by mortifying their toes :lnd fingers. 
And now, as it were to add the finifhing 

ihoke to our misfortunes, our people began to 
be univerfally afflicted with that moll: terrible, 
obfcinate, and, at fea, incurable dift' afe, the 

-[curvy, which quickly made a moft dreadful 
havock among us, beginning at firft to carry 

_ off (WO or three a day, but foon increafing, and 
at Ian carrying off tight or ten; and as moft of 
the living w~re very ill of the fame diftemper, 

and 



COMMODORE ANSON's VOYAGE. 27' 
and the little remainder who preferved their 
healths better, in a manner, quite worn out with 
inceffant labour, I have fomttimes feen four or 
five dead bodies, fome fown up in their ham­
mocks, others not, wa.ihing 8.bout the decks, 
for want of help to bury them in the fea. But 
as the particulars of all the various d ifai1ers and 
fufferings of various kinds that betel us, would 
be endlefs, I Ihall only mention a few. 

The 10th, I Ith, and 12th, very i10rmy wea­
ther, with fnow and fleet, and a very great over­
grown fea from the S. VV. 

The 18th, one Vvilliam Baker fell overboard 
and was drowned. The! 6th, the Anne pink, 
which had feparated from us the IIth in the 
fiorm, again joined us, in lat. 59 deg. 20 min. S. 

Part of the 17th, 18th, and 19th, very fhong 
gales, and a great rolling fea from the N. W. 

The 18th, we had again {hong gales of wind 
with extreme cold, and at midnight the main­
top-fail fplit, and one of the ftraps of the mal11 
dead-eyes broke. 

The 23d, and part of the 24th, a moft vio­
lent fl:orm of wind, hail, and rain, with a very 
lofty fea. The 23d, in the evening, we fprung 
the main-top-fail yard, and fplit the main-fail 
into rags, the greatefl: part of which was blown 
overboard. On thefe accidents we furled all 
our other fails, and lay-to under a mizzen. 

The latter part of the 24th proving more mo~ 
~erate, we bent a new main· fail, got down the 

.' broken. 
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broken main top-fail yard, and got up and rjg~ 
ged another in its place. 

The 25th, it blew a very hurricane, and re­
duced us to the neceffity of lying-to under our 
bare poles. As our iliip kept the wind better 
than any of the reft:~ we were obliged in the af­
ternoon to wear lhip ; in doing of which, we had 
no other expedient but clapping the helm a­
weather, and manning the fore-fhrouds; in the 
execution of which we had one of our beft: men 
canted overboard. We perceived, that, not­
withftanding the prodigious agitation of the 

. waves, he fwam very !hong; and it was with 
the utmo(l; concern that we found ourfelves in­
capable of affifting him. Indeed we were the 
more grieved at his unhappy fate, as we loft ugh 
()f him ftruggling with the waves, and conceiv 
~d, from the manner in which he [warn, that h 
might continue fenuhle for a confiderable tirr 
longer of the horror attending his irretr:eval 
fituation. 

The 26th being fomewhat more modera 
we found two of our m~in-ihrouds broke, wi 
we repaired; we like wife bent our main-top i 

and made fail. 
The 30th, in the evening, the Gloucef 

made a fignal of diftrefs ; and, on fpeaking w 
her, we found fhe had broke her main-yard in t 
flings; an accident the more grievous, as 
tended unavoidably to delay us in thefe inho 
pitable latitudes. where every moment we weI 
in danger of perifhing. The weather Provinl 

favour 
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favourable, all the carpenters were ordered on. 
board the Gloucefter, and next day !he was; 
ready to faiL 

The 3d, 4th, 5th, and 6th of April, a conti· 
nued ftorm of wind and rain; a dreadful fea, 
and very cold weather. We lowered our yards~ 
furled our courfes, <\nd lay by for the mofi part 
under a mizzen and mizzen-ftay fail. The 3d~ 
about :D: I o'clock at night, a raging fea took us 
on the larboard quarter, where it ftove in the 
quane r gallery, and rui'hed into the !hip like a 
deluge. For fome time it laid the iliip down 
upon her fide; but file providentially righted 
again, though nowly; it threw down and half 
drowned aU the people on the deck, broke one 
{)f the j.lraps of the main dead-eyes, and !baped 
a mizzen and puttock !broud. This was the 
greateft fea which we had encountered finee we 
came into thofe parts, and we met with but one 
fuch ftroke more in the whole voyage; two or 
three fuch fucceeding muft certainly have fent 
\.lS to the bottom. 

The 7th, 8rh, 9th, and loth, continued very 
ftormy and fqually, with [now, hail, rain, and a 
brge fea; the wearher continuing very cold. 

The 8th, at four in the evening~ the Anne 
pink made a fignal of diftrefs ; and, on fpeak­
jng with her, we found the had fprung her fore= 
ftay~ and the gammoning of her bowfprit. This; 
was the more unfortunate, as none of the car~ 
penters were yet returned from the Glollcefter. 
Nor was the Anne the only fhip that fuffered in 

tbi3 
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this il:orm; the Wager loa her mizzen -mail: and 
main-tOp-fail yard, owing to the badnefs of the 
iron work. In this dilemma we were obliged to 
bear away till thefe !hips had made all faft. 

The 10th, foggy and hazy. This afternoon 
the Severn and Pearl were far a-ftern, and feem­
ed to me to lag deGgnedly. We made a very 
cafy fail all day, and lay by at night, and fired 
feveral guns as a fignal for them to join us ; the 
weather being pretty moderate, and the wind 
fair for them, they might have effeaed it with 
eafe. By the clofe of the evening we could but 
j,uft fee them, and from that time faw them no 
more. However, we heard afterwards in the 
South Seas, by letters taken on board {orne of 
the Spanifh {hips, of their arrival at Rio Janeiro, 
in the Brazils. ' 

The J 5th, the weather proved fomewhat 
more moderate. At half an hour paft one in 
the morning we faw two il1ands right a-head, 
at about two leagues diftance; we immediately 
wore our iliip, and ftood off to the fouthward. 
Thofe il1ands were very unexpeCted, as well as 
unwelcome, we imagining we had been to the 
weftward of all lands and iilands of the coaft of 
Terra del Fuego; but we now found our miC· 
take, and that there was a neceffity of our ftand­
ing farther to the fouthward, in order to get a 
fufficient welling. Thofe i£lands I find to lie 
in the latitude of 54 deg. 20 min. S. longitude 
from London 84 deg. IO min. W. Mr. WaI· 
ters fuppofes the land we fell in with on this 

occafion 
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occa[lOn to be Cape N oir, and a part of Terra 
dei Fuego. 

From this time to the 2Sd we had nothing 

remarkabie1 the weather continuing very l.mcer~ 
tain and variable3 with a large rea and a very 

cold air; and the :2 dl, at nine at night, we were 
in the latitude of 60 deg. 5 min. S. being the 
gteaten [outh latitude we made during thevoyage. 

The 23d very hard gales and iquaUs, with 
much raln. This evening we loil: fight of the: 
Gloucefter, Wager, Trial, and Anne Pink, be­
ing all the remainder of our [quadran, after 
the defeCtion of the Severn and Pearl. The 
VVaaer's unfortunate catafrroDhe is weH know n ; o • 

the others afterwards joined us at Juan Fernao a 

dez, as fuall be related in its proper place. 
The 24th, 25th, and 26th, the wind being 

nJoltly fair, though frill blowing hard, we made 

pretty good nms under an eafy iail to the north­

weaward. The 24th, it blew a hurricane, and the 
men endeavouring to hand the top-fails, the clew­
lines and bunt lines broke, and the !beet being 
half flown, every feam in the forectopfail was foon 
fpEt from top to bottom, and the main-topfail 
11100k fo ftrongly in the wind, that it carried away 
the top lanthorn, and endangered the head of the 

maa; however, at length, fome of the mofl: dar~ 

iog of our men ventured llpon the yard, and cut 
the fail away clore to the reefs, though with the 
utmoft hazard of their lives, whiHl: at the fame 
time the foreotopfail beat about the yard with 

VOL.Il. 0 0 fo 
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fo much fury tbat it was fa on blown to f'hreds : 
nor was our attention to our topfails our fole 
employment; for the mainfail blew loofe, wbich 
obliged us to lower the yard to fecure the fail, 
and the fore- yard being likewife lowered, we 
lay to under a mizen. The 25th, we found 
much of our running rigging broken, which we 
repaired. The 27th, we bent other top fails in 
the places of thofe fplit. Nothing more re­
markable the refl: of this month and the firit 
week in the next, but ftormy uncertain wea­
ther, and great ficknefs and mortality among 
om people. 

Friday, May 8, 'at feven in the morning, fa'N 
the main land of Patagonia appearing in high 
mountains covered moi1:ly with fnow. We 
likewife faw feveral iOands, one of which we 
took to be the Wand, del Soccoro, fo called by 
Sir John N ar\jorough, in his accoun t of his 
voyage into thofe parts; and from the fine de­
kriptio!1 this gentleman had given of this ifland, 
(having been there in the very height of {um­
mer), this place was appoiZ1ted for our firil: gene~ 
ral rendezvous in the South Seas. An unhappy 
appointment it was in its confequences; for 
when the people, already reduced to the laft ex­
tremity, found this to be the place of rendez­
vous, where they had hoped to meet the rdl: of 
their companion~ with joy, and what a miferable 
part of the world it apPGared to be. their grief 
gave way to deipair; they faw no end of their fuf­
feriDgs, nor any door open to their fafety. Thofe 

who 
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who had hitherto been well and in heart, now 
full of defp0ridency, fell down, iickerjed, and 
died; and, to fum up this melancholy parr, I 
verily believe, that our touching on this coan·, 
the long fray we made here, and our hinderance 
by erofs winds, which we mould have avoided 
in a diretl: courfe to J nan Fernandez, loft us at 
kafr 60 or 70 of as frout and able men as any 
in the navy. This unfpeakable diH:refs wa.s frill 
aggravated by the difficulties we found in work­
ing the £hip, as the fcurvy had by this time de­
ftroyed no lefs than 200 of our men, and had 
ih fome degree affected almofr the whole crew. 
1t were, indeed, end leis to recite minutely the 
variOllS difafters, fatigues, and terrors, which we 
encountered on this co aft ; all thde went on io_ 
creaung till the 22d of May, at which time the 
fury of all the ftorms which we had hitherto ex~ 
perienced, feemed to be combined, and to have 
confpired our defl:ruCl:ion. In this hurricane a1-
moa all our fails were fpIit, and great part of 
our ftanding rigging broken; and. about eight 
in the evening. a mountainous overgrown rea. 
took us On our frarboard quarter, and gave us 
fo prodigious a !hod:, that feveral of our !hrouds 
broke with the jerk, by which our mafl:s were in 
danger of coming by the board; ollr ballafl: and 
flares too were fo ftrangely fhifted, that the 111ip 
heeled afrervi,'ards two ftreaks a-port. Indeed. it 
was a mofr tremendous blow, and we wtre 
thro'wn into the utmofl: confternation, from the 
apprehenfion of inftantly foundering. Our de~' 

o 0 2 plorable 



284 COMMODORE ANSON's, VOYAGE. 
plorable fituation allowing no longer any room 
for deliberation, we frood for the iOand IOf Juan 
Fernandez; and, to fave time, which was now 
very precious, our men dying four, five, and fix 
in a day, we endeavoured to hit the il1and upon 
a meridian courfe. On the 28th of May, being 
nearly in the parallel in which it is laid down, we 
expeCted to have feen it, and indeed the Com­
modore was perfuaded that he did fee it ; but all 
the other officers being of opinion that it was 
only a cloud, to which the hazinefs of the wea­
ther gave too much colour, we made fail to the 
eaftward, and by fa doing loft near 14 day s in 
recovering our weiling again. This was a moft 
fatal difappointment; for in this run we loft 
about 80 of our men, which, probably, had the 
Commodore's advice been attended to, would 
moft of them have been faved. 

The 8th of June, at fix in the evening, we 
at length faw the iOand of Juan Fernandez, 
bearing N. by E. half E. about 15 or l61eagues 
off. The loth, at two in the morning, we an­
chored in 56 fathom, clofe under the N. E. end 
of the iOand. At 10 in the morning of the lith, 
we with much labour and difficulty wejo-hed our , b 

anchor, and at noon happily moored our fhip in 
the Great Bay, about a mile from the fuore, in 
~2fathom water, to our ine:preffible joy, hav­
mg been from St. Katharine's in the- Brazils to 

this place 148 days, on fuch a dreadful and fa­
tal pa{fage. as I believe very few other Berrons 
ev~r expenenced. " 

The 
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The lith, at two in the afternoon, the Trial 

floop appeared in the offing. We immediately 
fent fome .of our hands on board her, by whofe 
affiftance !he was brought to an anchor between 
us and the land. vVe foon found that the noop 
had not been exempted from the like calamities 
which we had fa feverely felt; for her Com .. 
mander, Captain Saunders, waitin~ on the Com­
modore. informed him, that, out of his fmall 
complement, he had buried 34 of his men; and 
thofe who recovered were fo univerfally afflicted 
with the fcurvy, that only himfelf, his Lieutea 
nant, and three of his men: were able to ftand 
by the fails. 

The fame day we got out our long-boat, and 
fent htr on {hore with materials for building 
tents f:~'r tLe fick, and wi[h orders to bring on 
board fome water. 

The 15th, we fent our pinnace to affift the 
Trial, fhe being driven from her anchors to fea, 
by the violent flaws of wind which blowoff the 
high lands. This and the next day we put 
a!bore 75 lick men, in [0 weak a condition, that 
we were obliged to carry them our of the fhip in 
their hammocks, and to convey them afterwards 
in the fame manner .from the water-fide over a 
fioney beach to the tents prepared for their re­
ception. In this work of humanity, not only 
.the officers, but the Commodore him[elf, chear~ 
fQlly lent their affiftance. 

The 17th, the Trial came again to an anchor, 
and moored. This day and the next we fent 

on 
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()n £hore the remainder of our fick people" the 
whole number now on lhore being 135, many 
of whom, being too far gone in the fcurvy~ died 
one after another to the number of not lefs than 
fixey. 

vVe now began to fend on {hare materials for 
tents for the coopers, fail-makers, and fome of 
the officers; a copper oven which we had with 
1.1s for baking foft bread for the £hip's company. 
and the fmith's forge for making or repairing 
fuch iron-work as was neceffary: and, after a 

ilion interval of relaxation, all hands were bufily 
employed, fame in cutting large quantities of 
wood for the £hip's ufe, fome in making char­
coal for the fmith, and for a farther flare; the 
bakers in baking bread, the coopers in making 
up and cleaning the caiks for water, the fail­
makers in mending the fails and making others; 
fame in filhing for the fick, and the rea were 
otherways employed: and here being very great 
plenty of fine fifh, all taken by the hook, two or 
three people could never fail to take us as much 
in about two hours as all the !hip's company 
could eat: bef::des this we took great quantities 
f?r falting and curing; and fome private peru 
ions who had hooks and lines 6fhed fOf them. 
{elves, and never failed of enouo-h for their own 
rd. b 

me, an to gIve to thofe who had none. The 
people: on board were employed in cleaning the 
fuip, which was in a '!ery filthy condition, and 
in ihipping the mans, and ov~rhauling the rig­
gmg, One of the boatfwain's mates, with fame 

al1iftantS~ 
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aU1ftants, having run up a rope-walk on {hore, 
was employed in making what fmall cordage we 
might want; others in watering, and, in 1hon, 
in every thing that might contribute to put us 
in as good a condition, and in as fl10rt a time 
as pomble; and as [aft as the fick recovered, they 
were put on the like et;nployments. 

At firft fight of this ifiand, it appeared with 
a moil: unpromiGng afpeCt, being extremely 
mountainous, rugged, and irregular; but, upon 
our nearer approach, it improved upon us; and 
when we were landed, we found all the vege­
tables which are ufually efteemed to be pecu­
liarly adapted to the cure of thofe fcorbutic dif­
orders which are contraCted by faIt diet, and 
long continuance at fea ; for here we found wa­
ter.creff'es and purfiain, wild.forrel, and Sicilian­
radifhes, in profufion. Thefe vegetables, not 
to mention the turneps which now abound in 
every plaint with the fiib and Belli we got heres 
were not only grateful to us in the extreme, bue 
were likewife very refrefuing to the fide, and 
contributed not a little to the recovery of thofe 
who were not already too far advanced in the 
diforder to admit of relief; and to the reftoring 
of others to their wonted vigour. who, though 
not apparently under the malignancy of the 
diftemper, and its baneful concomitants, were 
yet greatly debilitated by continual watching 
and anxiety of-mind, from which not a foul on 
board was exempt. 

During, the time of our refidence here, we 
found 
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found the inland parts of the jfland no ways to 
fall iliort of the fanguine prepoifeffions we had 
firil: entertained in its favour; for the woods, 
which covered moil: of the fteepeil: hills, were 
free from all bullies and underwood, and atTord­
ed an eafy pafTage through every part of them; 
and the irregularities of the hills and preci pices, 
in the northern part of the Wand, neceifarily 
traced out, by their various combinations, a great 
number of r~mantic vallies, moil: of which had 
a ftream of the deareil: water running through 
them, that tumbled in cafcades from rock to 

rock, as the bottom of the valley by the courfe 
of the neighbouring hills was at any time broken 
into a fudden fuarp defcent. Some particular 
fpots occurred in thefe vallies, where the !hades 
and fragrance of the contiguous woods, the 
loftinefs of the over-hanging rocks, and the 
ttanfparency and frequent falls of the neigh­
bouring ftreams, prefented fcenes of fuch ele­
gance and dignity, as would, with difficulty be 
rivalled in any other part of the globe. It is in 
this place, perhaps, that the fimple produc1ions 
of unaffifted nature may be [aid to excel all the 
fiCtitious defcriptions of the moil: animated ima­
gination. The fpot where the Commodore 
pitched his tent, and where he chofe, during his 
ftay, to fix his refidence, exceeded in beauty any 
thing that words can be fllppofed to reprefent. 
It was a deligh.tfullittle lawn, that lay on an eafy 
arcent at the ddtance of about half a mile from 
the fea, and was probably the very fpot on 

which 
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'which Shelvock twenty years before had pitched 
his tent. In front there was a large avenue cut 
through the woods to the fea· fide, which fiop­
Ingto the water with a gentle defcent, opened 
a profpect to the bay and the {hips at anchor. 
This lawn was fcreened behind by a tall wood 
of myrtle, fweeping round it in the form of a 
theatre, the flope on which the wood frood rifing 
with a much {harper afcent than the lawn itfelf~ 
though not fo much but that the hills and pre­
cipices within land towered up confiderably 
above the tops of the trees, and added to the 
grandeur of the view. There were, befides, 
two ftreams of chryfl:al water, which ran on the 
right and left of the tent, within an hundred 
yards difrance, and were {haded by the trees 
that ikirted the lawn on either fide, and com­
pleted the fymmetry of the whole. Add to thef~,' 
the gentle murmuring.of the diftant brooks, the 
muficof the birds among the myrtles, the fweet 
aromatic odour of the fpice-trees that every 
where perfumed the air with their fragrance, 
and you {nay form in imagination a faint idea 
of this fecond paradlfe, which could only be 
exceeded by the perfeCtion of the fidt. 

It is aftoniiliing, that, among all the voyagers 
who have vifited this fortunate ifland before us, 
,and wQo have obliged the world with defcrip­
tions of it, none of them have mentioned a 
charming little bird that, with its wild, 'various, 
and irregular notes, enchants the ear, and mqke.s 
the woods refound with its melody. This unttJ­
, JOL.H.' P p' tor~ 
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tored choirifter is fomewhat Iefs in fize than the 
goldfinch, its plumage beautifully intermixed 
with red and other vivid colours, and the gold­
en crown upon its head fo bright and glowing, 
when feen in the full light of the fun, that it 
furpaffes all defcription. Thefe little birds are 
far from heing llDc6mmon or unfamiliar; for 
they perched upon the branches of the myrtle­
trees fo near us, and fung fa chearflllIy, as if they 
had been confcious we· were fhangers, and came 
to give us welcome. 

There is, be fides the above, another little bird, 
unnoticed by any former writer, and which 
feems likewife peculiar to the Wand, and confe­
quently without a name; it is i1illlefs than the 
former in fize, but not inferior in beauty, tho' 
not fo mufical; the back, wings, and head, are 
of a lively green, intermixed with fine {hining 
gorBen fpots, and the belly a fnow white ground t 

with ebony coloured fpots, fo elegantly varied 
as no art can ImItate. To the catalogue of 
birds mentioned by former writers as inhabi. 
tants of this iDand, fhould alfo be added black 
birds and thrufiles very like thofe in England i 
and owls, but of a diminutive fize. 

Of four-footed animals we faw none but 
dogs, cats, rats, and goats; and of the latter 
but few, as the dogs of various kinds, grey­
hounds, maftifs, pointers, fpaniels, and mun. 
greIs, have thinned them in the plains, and driv­
en them to the inacceffible mountains; yet fome 

were 
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Were that Ivy the hunters, and we're preferred 
by them to the beft venifon. Among thofe 
prefented to the Commodore were two or three 
venerable through age, that had been marked 
more than thirty years before by Selkirk, who 
trained them for his fport, fiit their' ears, and 
turned them loofe to graze the mountains. 

I remember we had once an opportunity of ob~ 
ferving a remarkable diipute betwixt a herd of 
thofe animals and a number of dogs; for going 
in our boat into the eaftern bay we perceived 
fome dogs run very eagerly upon the foot, and 
being willing to difcoverwhat game they were af .. 
tel', we layupon our oars fometime to view them, 
and at lail: faw them take a hill, where, look .. 
ing a little farther. we obferved upon the ridge 
of it an herd of goats, which feemed drawn up 
for their reception. There was a very narrow 
path Ikirted on each fide by precipices, in 
which the leader of the herd pofted him(elf 
fronting the enemy, the rerc of the goats being 
ranged- behind him where the ground was more 
open; as this fpot was inacceffible by any other 
path, excepting where this champion hllG placed 
himfelf, the dogs, though they ran up hill with 
great alacrity~ yet when they came within about 
twenty yards, found they durft not encounter 
this formidable Goliah, for he would infallibly 
have driventbe firfr that approached him down 
the precipice ~ they therefore quietly laid them­
felves down, panting, and did not offer to frir 
while we remained in fight. 

p p 2 ThefG 
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Thefe dogs have multiplied prodigiouOy, and 
have deftroyed moft of the cats as well as goats: 
the rats, however, keep poifeffion, and were 
very troublefome guefrs in the night, when they 
generally paid us their vifits. It is not eafy to 
determine in what manner fuch a multitude of 
dogs [ubfift, as they are m~lch more numerous 
than all the other four,footed creatures upon 
the iOand. Our people, indee'd, were inclined to 
think, that they lived in a great mea[ure upon 
the young fea-lions and feals, and fupported 
their opinion by the report of the failors, fame 
of whom killed the dogs for food, who faid 
they tafted fifby: and, truly, thert: is hardly 
any other way of accounting for the fubfiftence 
of thefe animals t for, as has been faid, they 
have already deftroyed all the goats in the ac­
ceffible parts of the country; fo that there now 
remain only a few among the crags and pre­
cipices, where the dogs cannot follow them. 
Thefe are divided into feparate herds of 20 or 30 
each, which inhabit diftinCl: faftneifes, and never 
mingle with each other; by this means 
found it extremely difficult to kill them, and yet 
we were fa defirous of their Beth, that we difco. 
vered, I believe, all their herds, and it was 
thought, by comparing their numbers, that they 
fcarcely exceeded 20q upon the whole Wand. 
The dogs had deftroyed the pardellas, too, of 
which former writers have given a large ac­
count, ,fo that there was not one of them to be 
feen; we found indeed their boroughs in the 

earth, 
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-earth, which leaves no room to doubt of their 
being found in plenty in Selkirk's time, as well 
as cats, of which there is now fcarce one alive. . 

Flefu meat being thus extremely karce, our 
people, being tired of filh, though excellent 
in their kind, at length conde[cel,1ded to eat 
feals, which, by degrees, they came to relifh t 

and called them lamb. Of thefe, it being their 
brooding time., the numbers were incredible; 
-and likewife of the fea-lion-thefe animals 
have frequ~ntl1 furious battles among them­
felves, principally .about their females; 2nd we 
were one day furprized by the fight of tv'JO 

animals, which, at firft, feemed diff-erent from 
all we had ever obferved; but,on a nearer ap,;. 
proach, they proved to be two fea-lions that 
had been goring one another with their tuilies,. 
and were covered with blood, with which they 
plentifully abound. This led us to ..... atch them 
more dofely, and one was obferved larger.thall 
the reft, and from his dri.ing off other males .. 
and keeping a great number of females to him .. 
felf, he was by the feamen humorouOy ftiled 
the Balhaw. To this pre-eminence, however, 
he had not arrived without many bloody con­
tefls; for, on our people's attacking him in 
the midft of his feraglio of females, he made a 
defperate defence, and, when overpowered, the 
fignals of his bravery appeared in numerous 
fcars on every part of his body. 

We had now been ten days on this inand~ 
when f9me of our people from an emim;nce dif· 

cerned 
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cerned a {hip to leeward wich her courfes even 
with the horizon, without any other fail abroad 
than her main topfail; from which circum ... 
fiance, it"Was immediately concluded, tharit was 
one of our own fquadron; but the weather being 
hazy, no definitive conjecture could be formed 
concerning her. She again difappeared for fame 
days, and we were all thrown into the deepeft 
concern, fearing the weaknefs of her condition 
had difabled her from working to windward~ 
~nd that all her people had periilied. 

We continued our employ till the 26th, when 
we again faw the fame iliip; and, on her nearer 
approach, could diltinguiih her to be the Glou­
celier; and, making no doubt of her being in 
difl:refs, the Commodore fent our boat on board 
her with water and refrefhments. We found 
her in a miferable condition, not many above 
100 people alive, and almoft all thofe helplefs 
with the fcurvy; their water fo very iliort, that 
they were obliged to allow but one pint a day to 
a man; and the continual flaws off the land, to­
gether with their being difabled in their tails and 
yards, hindered them from getting intO the bay, 
The next day we fent them a frdh fupply of fifh, 
greens, water, and men to help to work the {hip; 
foon after which the flaws drove them off again, 
and the fhip appeared no more till the 30th, 
when at two in the afternoon !he fired a gun, 
and made a fignal of difl:refs. She continued 
in this manner off and on, fometimes in fighr, 
and fometimes not, till July 23, during which 

time~ 
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time, though we often relieved the people on 
board with water and other neceifaries, yet their 
fufferings were infupportable, and their whole 
complement were reduced to about 96 living 
perfons, all of whom mufc have perifhed in a 
few days more, had not the wind proved favour­
able (0 bring them into the bay; but providen .. 
tially a frefh gale fprllng up from the fea, and 
brought them to an anchor. We immediately 
fent men on board to affift in mooring the fhip, 
and continued our conftantaffiftance afterwards, 
during our fray at this piace. 

The 5th of Allgllfr, the Commodore fent the 
Trial Ooop to fearch the iOand of Little J uall 
Fernandez, left any of the fquadron fhould have 
miftaken that iOand for the place of rendezvous. 
and might remain there in expectation of meet.., 
ing the reft of the fleet. , 

On the 16th, tne AQoe pink, which was fe-' 
parated from us with the refl: of the fquadron 
the 23d of April, appeared in fight. Her arrival 
gave lIS new fpirits, fue being laden principally 
with provifions, and we immediately were order­
ed full allowance of bread. This !hip had been. 
about two months in a fafe harbour, on the 
main land, near thf> fame parallel with del Soc .. 
cora, _ where fhe had been directed by Provi­
dence, and whereihe lay in fecurity, enjoyed 
plenty, and her people, 16 in number, being 
once freed from their fears of fhipwreck, very 
foon recovere-d their wonted vigour, having ex­
Ferienced none ofthofehardfhips that -were en-

- dured 
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dured by the reO: of the fleet. They told 11~ 
they had feen [orne Indians, and one time took 
one of their canoes with a man, a woman, [orne 
chilJren. a dog, a cat, &c, and fame implements 
for fifhery; but in a day or two the whole fa .. 
mily, the dog excepted, made their e[cape from 
them in the !hip's fmall boat, and left them their 
canoe in her ftead. Tho[e Indians, they fay, 
underftood a few Spanifh words, and probably 
might have fome little correfpondence with the 
fouthern Spaniards of Chili, or their nearer bor­
dering [ndians; or, perhaps, fcme of the Fa­
thers for propagating the faith may now and 
then have been among them. The principal 
refrefilments they met with in this port, were 
wild celery, nettletops, and forrel; cockles and 
IDufcle!! of an extraordinary fize; good ftore of 
geefe, fileep, and penguins. They judged it to 
li-e in lat. 45-deg. 30 min. S. and it may be known 
by an iGand which faces it, and which the inha­
bitants call Inchin, and by a river in which they 
found excellent fiib. 

This verrel, the Anne pink, was the laft that: 
joined us at Juan Fernandez. The remaining 
1hips of the fquadron were the Severn, the Pearl, 
and the Wager ftore-lhip. The Severn and Pearl, 
as has been already obferved, parted company 
off Cape Noir, and, as we afterwards learned, 
put back t~ the Brazils ; fo that of all the fujI's 
that came Into the South Seas, the Wager was 
the only fhip that was miffing. Captain Cheap, 
who commanded her, knowing the importance 

of 
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cf the charge he had in truft, without which no 
enterprize on !hore could be undertaken, was 
extremely folicitous to reach Baldivia as the lail: 
place of rendezvous, and the firft to be attack­
ed, before the refl.: of thefquadron ilioulci have 
finiilied their crui[e,that no blame might reft upon 
him, if the attack of that city iliould be judged 
improper to be carried into execution. But, whilft 
this brave officer was exerting himfdf in endea­
vouring to keep clear of the land in making the 
iiland of del Soccoro, he had the misfortune to 
diilocate his !houlder, and thereby to difable 
himfelf from profecuting with vigour the pur­
pofe he had in view. The fl1ip being little 
better than a wreck, the crew in a miferable de­
fponding condition, the officers quite exhaufted, 
the weather cold and ftormy, and the wind a.nd 
currents bearing in-iliore, all thefe unlucky cir­
cumftances concurring, fo entangled the !hip 
with the land, that all the efforts of the feeble 
crew could not prevent her from running upon 
a fllnken rock; where fne grounded between 
two fmall iilands, not a mufquet·iliot from the 
!hore; In this fituation fhe continued entire till 
everyone on board might have reached the land 
in fafety, and might have ftored themfelves with 
provifions, and every neceffary for their prefene 
fubfiftence and future efcape: but the moment 
the iliip {huck, all fubordination ceafed; one 
part of the crew got poiTeffion of the liquors, 
intoxicated themfe1ves in a beaftly manner, and 
grew frantic in their cups; another part ,?egan 
_,YO!" II. - Q q tQ 
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to furnifu themfelves with arms, and to make 
themfelves mafters of the money and things of 
moft value on board; while the Captain~ and 
fome of the principal officers, endeavoured in 
vain to maintain their authority, and to preferve 
a proper difcipline among them, in order to ef­
fea the deliverance of as many as it was pollible 
from the common danger in which all of them 
were involved; but the mutinous difpofition 
that prevailed rendered every effort for their 
prefervation ineffectual. Thofe who remained 
in poffellion of the fhip and her ftores, pointed 
the cannon, and fired at thofe who had gained 
the land; thofe at land grew riotous for want 
of provifions; nothing but anarchy and confu­
fion prevailed; and, what added to the cataf­
trophe, a midfbipman, named Cozens, who had 
bufied himfelf in oppofition to all good govern·, 
ment, was, by the Captain, fuot dead upon the 
fpot. This put an end at once to all manner of 
fubferviency; and after this everyone, thought 
himfelf at liberty to purfue what fcheme he 
thought beft for his own prefervation. 

Of about 130 perfons who reached the ih:ore, 
go died on the place; about 80 others, hav­
ing converted the long boat into a [choaner, 
failed to the fouthward, attended by the cutter. 
Thefe, being diftreffed for want of provifions in 
re-doubling Cape Horn, and having loft their 
cutter in a ftorm, [uffered unprecedented hard­
{hips in their return to the coaft of Brazil, where 
only 30 of them arrived to give an account of 

the 
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the miferable fate of their companions, feveral 
of wnom died of hunger; others defired to be 
fet on thore; and (orne, beginning to be muti­
nous, they landed and deferted. Of the 19 
who were left behind in Wager:.IOand with the 
Captain, 16 embarked on board the barge and 
the yawl, and attempted to efcape to the north­
ward; of thefe one was drowned in the yawl, 
and four were left on a defart part of tne coaft, 
where it is probable they all perifhed; the re­
maining I I, after a fruitlefs attem pt to weather 
a point of land, called by the Spaniards Cape 
'Trefmentes, were forced to return to Wager 
liland, from whence they firft fet out, where 
meeting with a Chiloen Indian, who could fpeak 
a little Spanifu, they agreed with him to pilot 
them to Chiloe; but, after coafting along for 
four days, the Captain and his officers being on 
iliore, five in number, the other fix perfuaded 
the Indian to put to rea without them, by which 
the reft were reduced to the fad neceffity of tra .. 
veIling near 600 miles, fometimes by land, and 
fometimes by wate~, till at length, after a va~ 
r-iety oftnisfortunes and hardfhips not to he pa· 
ralldled in romance, four of them, namely, Cap­
tain Cheap~ the Hon. Mr. Byron, who lately 
went round the world, Mr. Hamilton, and Mr. 
Campbell, arrived at Chiloe, where they were 
received by the Spaniards with great humanity. 
After fome fray at Chiloe, the Captain and his 
three officers were fent to Valparaifo, and thence 
to St. Jago, the capital of Chili" where thGY (011-

Q q 2 tin~eq 
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tinued above a year; but on advice of a cartel, 
the Captain. Mr. Byron, and Mr. Hamilton, were 
permitted to return to Europe; and Mr. Camp­
beil, who in the mean time had changed his re­
ligion, chofe to embark for Spain; but not meet­

ing there with the encouragement he expeB:ed, 
be foon after returned to England, where he 
publifhed an account of his adventures, but men. 
tioned nct a word of changing his religion, nei­
ther does he ailign his rea [on for leaving Spain. 

It is very remarkable, that the place where 
the vVager ftruck upon the rock, was fo ncar 
th'e harbour where the Anne pink found fhelter 
during the winter, that the Wager's people were 
within hearing of the Pink's evening and morn­
ing gun, yet never had the thought to follow 

the found, or to look out for any fhaggler from 
their own [quadran. 

On the 22d, the Trial arrived from fearch­
ing the ifiand of Little Fernandez. and reported 
that it lies about 2o'!eagues due weft from this 
where we lay; that it is about three leagues in 
compa[s, being very mountainous, with fome 
woods and good runs of water, with multitudes 
of goats, filb, rea-lions, and feals, as with us; 
but no !hips were to be feen, nor any marks of 
any having been there. 

While we continued at Juan Fernandez, be5 
flues our nece1fary employments, we likewife 
began, and pretty far advanced, a wharf for the 
,better landing and embarking fuch neceff'aries 

as 
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as we had occafion for. We kept two ovens 
~mployed in baking bread for the fhip's com­
panies, two fmith's forges for repairing old 
and fitting new iron work, and made abundance 
of charcoal for future ufe. The Commodore 
likewife ordered the carpenters to take a care­
ful furvey of the Anne Pink, the mafrer of which 
fet forth, that fhe was in fo rotten a condition, 
as not to be fit to proceed nor return without 
very conGderable repairs; which reprl!fentation 
upon a furvey being found to be true, the Com­
modore purchafed her materials at a fair valua­
tion, and ordered her to be broke up, and her 
crew to be put on board the Gloucefter, that 
fhip not having: hands enough left to navigate 
her, much Ids to fight her, in cafe of an attack 
from the enemy. . 

This ifiand lies in latitude 33 deg.40 min. S. 
and longitude 87 deg, 37 min. W. from Lon­
don; diftance from the main continent 105 
le~gues; compafs. by the beft accounts of thofe 
who had been round ir, 12 or 13 leagues. There 
are two fmalland very commodious bays within 
the points, which form the large one where we 
lay, one to the eafrward, the other to the weft­
ward of llS, and no doubt feveral others in other 
parts of the Wand; variation, by an obfervation 
July 2, in the morning, 8 deg. 4 min. half E. 
'Twas reported, that the S. W. end ofche ifiand 
is much more flat and level than that where we. 
feuded, and the goats more numerous, but 
wood [career. 

On 
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On Tuefday, Sept. the 8th, at noon, we faw a 

fail at fea bearing N. K by E. and, perceiving, 
by our glaffes that fue could be none of OUi 

fquadron,. nor an Englifh.built {hip, we fired a 
gun as a fignal for getting all our people on 
board; and, having taken, ieveral men out of 
the Trial, bent our fails, fet up our rigging, 
and flipt our fmall bower cable; at fix in the 
evening we weighed in purfuit of her. In the 
morning of the next day we got down our 
frumps, which are generally fet up in bad wea­
ther infle.:d of top-gallant mafts, and in therr 
place got up our top-gallant malls and yards, 
rigged them, and bent their fails. At eleven 
the fame morning we muftered and quartered 
the fhip's company. At noon the iOand of 
Juan Fernandez bore W. half S. diftance eight 
leagues; the two next days we faw nothing of 
the chace, nor any thing remarkable. 

Saturday, Sept. 12, at five in the morning 
we fawa fail to windward, which bore down to­
wards us, and at about two leagues diftance fne 
hawled up the lee clue-garnet of her forefail; 
fhewed her Spanith colours, and fired a gun, 
which we fuppofed to be a fignal concerted be­
tween her and others which came out in com­
pany with her; but we not anfwering nor re­
garding it, the hauled clofe on a wind and ftood 
from us, endeavouring to efcape; upon which 
we gave chace, and it proving fometimes hazy 
and foggy, we were in danger of Ioling fight of 
her. About nine in the morning we tacked. 

and, 
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and at noon coming within gun-lhot,we fired 
five ihot at her rigging to bring her to; but fhe 
keeping on her courfe, we fired four more, on 
which fue {huck her colours, and fLirrendered 
without making any oppofition. This !hip hap­
pened not to be the fame we went out after. 
She proved a rich merchant {hip, having on 
board 18,0001. fterling in dollars and plate, with. • 
fome jewels, and abundance of gold and filver 
twitl; but the bulk of her cargo confifted in 
fugars and bale goods, moft, of the latter Eu­
ropean, but fame the produce of the country. 
She was called the N ueltra Senora del Monte 
Carmela. She was of about 500 tons, was com~ 
manded by Don Manuel Zamorra, and had on 
board 13 paffengers, moft of them perfons of 
fortune, amongO: whom wa.S the JOIl of the Go. 
vernor of .the city of St. J ago, the capital of 
Chili. She came from Callao, a port of Lima, 
the capital of the empire of Peru, bound for 
Valparaifo in Chili, where thofe !hips annually 
trade, exchanging filver in return for gold and 
corn, the latter being very fcarte in Per~ 

Some of the prifoners informed us, that, if we 
had taken her in her return from Chili to Pert:, 
we fhould have met with as much gold in her 
as we had now found filver. She had in the 
whole a-board her 67 perfons, many of them 
Indians and black naves, who were afterwards 
v~ry ufeful to us in affilting towards the filip's 
duty. She had been 27 days from Callao, and 

wanted 
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wanted not above two days fail to compleat her 
voyage ~hen we took her. 

We found in this ibip, on fearch among the 
letters from fame merchants in Lima to their 
friends in Chili, an account of the fate of the 
Spaniib fquadran which had been fent aft,er us. 
viz. that~ in attempting to pafs the Cape, they 
had been forced to put back, after encounter­
ing the molt terrible fl:orms and moil preffing 
famine, being reduced to two ounces of bread 
and half a pint of water each man a day; that, 
befides being grievouGy attacked by the fcurvy, 
which had made greater havock among them 
than among us, their fhips werealmofl: en­
tirely difabled, their mai'cs, fails, yards, riggi'ng 
and hulls in a manner !battered and torn to pieces; 
that Admiral Pifarro, and one more of his fqua­
dron, after having fuffered the greatefl: extremi­
ties, had got, with the urmofl: difficulty, to Buenos 
Ayres, on the River Plate; that another of the 
fquadron, a !bip of 70 guns, had been entirely 
10ft near Rio Grande, and that two more had 
never been heard of; that on their return they 
had feen two large !hifs pafs by very near them, 
which they fuppofed to be. two ibips of our 
fquadron, but the weather proving fl:ormy, and 
the fea funning mOllntains high, they could not 
interfere with or attack each other. Thofe 
!hips of ours we believed to be the Severn and 
the Pearl, and hoped they were fafdy arrived 
at fame port of the Brazils. Thofe letters 
c,afI:J~ over land from Buenos Ayres to Lima, 

. and 
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and with them came others containing Admiral 
Pifarro's advice and inftructions to the Vice­
roy of Peru concerning us; wherein he told 
him,. that, though he himfdf had been forced 
baek in [uch a miferable condition, not having 
above 80 or 100 of his men living, and his 
fuips in fo ill a ftate, that, till fufficient tein­
forcements could come to him from Old Spain, 
he could not pallibly come into thofe feas, yet 
as the Englifh were a ftubborn and refolme peo­
ple, and diu"ing enough to perfift obfrinately 
in the moil: defperate u[1dertakings, he did be­
lieve fome of us might pollibly get round; but 
as he experimentally knew what of neceffity we 
rnuO: have fuffered in that dreadful pafI'age, he 
made no doubt but we !bould be in a very weak 
and defencelefs condition; he therefore advifed 
the Viceroy to fit out alllhe ftrength of !hipping 
he could, and {end then') to cruife at the iOand 
of Juan Fernandez, where we muO: of neceffity 
touch to refrefh our people, and to repair OU1' 

I fhips; and farther advifed, that, in cafe of meet­
ing us, they {bould not ftand to fight or cang 

nonade at a diftance, in which pallibly we might: 
have the advantage, or make our efcape, but 
fhould board us at once fword in hand; wbich 
muf\:, if well executed, ill our weak condition, 
infallibly prove the means of taking U5. 

-This was a well-laid fcheme, and in pur'; 
fuance of it the Viceroy equipt three !hips at 
Callao, one of 50, one of 30, and one of 20. 

guns, all double manned with the choiceft men 
VOL. n. R r they 
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~hey could poffibly procure, and fem them to 
wait for us accordingly. Th6fe !hips arrived at 
Juan Fernandez fome time, I think, in May, 
and continued till about June the 6th, when, 
imagining that we muft be either put back or 
loft, they quitred their ftation, and failed for the 
port of Conception in Chili, and by this means 
we luckily miffed them: had it happened other­
wife, as we arrived there with only our lingle 
iliip, in fuch a defencelefs condition, and had 
they put their orders in execution with any 
tolerable degree of refolution, we muft in all 
human probability have fallen inro their hands. 

Our prifoners informed us further, that thofe 
fhips, during their cruife, had met with a ftorm, 
in which they had received fo much. damage, 
that it muft be at Ie aft two months before they 
could again be fit to go to fea. The whole of 
his intelligence was as favourable as we could 

have wiilied; and now we were at no lofs to 

account for the freih marks we found at Juan 
Fernandez. of that ifiand's having been lately 
vifited by fome white people. 

Sunday the 13th, having got on board moil of 
the prifoners of note, and all the 1l1ver, we 
made fail for Juan Fernandez; and the weather 

proving very moderate, at fix in the evening 
that iiland bore N .. W. by N. at the diftance of 
five leagues. At three the next morning we 
fired three guns, as a fignal to the fhips in the 

bay. At four we aflchor.ed) got in our fmall 
bower 
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bower cable, which we had nipped at leaving the 
place, and moored our fhip. 

The 15th we employed in watering, and fet­
ing up .our rigging, in order to purfue our 
voyage. And this day, the Commodore being 
informed that feveral merchant-fhips were now 
purfuing their trAde without fear of any fur­
prize, the Trial was ordered om on a cmife, 
and proceeded immediately. 

The 16th we got up a new top-gallant-maft, 
and wanting [orne cordage we were fupplied with 
it from the Gloucefrer. This and the following 
days, until the 19th, we fpent in getting every 
thing ready for fea with the utmoit expedition. 

The 19th we rent 28 of our prifoners on 
board the Gloucefter, fhe being weakly mann'ed, 
and thofc prifoners being good faiJors. We 
likewife fupplied the prize with two months 
proviJions of all forts, at full allowance, for 20 

men; put all the guns belonging to the Anne 
pink on board of her; and, having lefr orders 
with Captain Mitchell, of the Gloucefter, to 
burn the pink, together with her ufdefs frores, 
and appointed him his fration off the town of 
Payta, which is the place where the fhips be­
tween Lima and Panama generally touch to de~ 

liver part of their cargoes to be difperfed 
through the inland parts of Peru, with orders 

to fall to that ftation as foon as pollible, we 
weighed, and took leave of our winter refi~ 

dence, in company with the prize, which the 
R r 2 Com~ 
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. C01'l1modore had fitted up to cruife againft the 
enemy • 

. The 2 I ft, at four in the evening, we had the 
laO: fight of this inand, it then bearing from us 
W, by N. at the diftance of ~ 7 leagues. The 
remaining days, l,lntil the 24th, we had variable 
?l1d uncertain weather, in which we fplit our 
main-top-fail and fqre.faii, and received fome 
other .flight damage. 

The 24th, at five in the evening, beine fome­
what hazy, we faw two fail to windward, on 
which we cleared fhip, in order to be ready t:Q 

engage, tbe largeft of the two filips bearing 
down upon us. At {even {he came fo near, 
that we haled her in Spanifh, and !he anfwered 
in Engliih, and told us, that the was a prize 
taken by the Trial, and that her can fort wa$ 
the Trial itfelf, which was very much difabled. 
At I I the next morning, there being a hard gale 
and high rea, the Trial fired two guns as a fig­
nal of difrrefs, and bore away before the wind~ 
and we after her. The fame day half an hour 
paft noon we fpoke with the Trial. and found 
fhe had Jprung her main-maft, and that her 
rnain~top-maft had come by the board ~ and as 
we were all of, us ftanding to the eaftward next 
morning, with a frefu gale at fauth, fhe had 
the additional misfortune to fpring her fore­
maO:; fa thqt nowfhe had not a maft left. 
This was a great obl.truCl:ion; for now we had, 
intelligence by the Trial's prize, that there wer~ 
.Jm~ny fhips at fea richly laden, and that they ., .' ~aq 
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jiad' no apprehenfions of being attacked by us~ 
having received intelligence that our [quadron 
was either put back or deftroyed. In the 
(ourfe, therefore, of the 48 hours we were de­
tained in waiting upon the Trial, I am per­
fuaded we miffed the taking many valuable 
prizes. The refult was, that a council being 
called, and all the officers -convened together 
on board our ihip, it was there concluded, that 
in her prefent {;ondition the Trial could be of 
no farther fervice; and the Commodore, being 
refolved to feparate the ihip5, in order to entife 
upon the eoaft to the greateft advantage, gave 
orders to Captain Charles Saunders, the Com~ 
mander, to burn the Trial, and in her room 
commiilioned the Trial's prize fof his Majefty's 
fervice, with the fame Commander, officers, and 
people. This !hip, the Trial's prize, was called' 
by the Spaniards the N ueftra Senora de Ario ... 
~azie ; but, beisg now commiffioned for his Mae 
jefty's fervice, !he was henceforth c~lled the 
Trial's Prize. She was the largeft fhip we took: 
in thofe [eas, being between five and fix hun;.­
dred tons, and loaded with bale goods, fugat~ 
and other commodities, to a conGderable value, 
find about 50001. in fpeeie and wrought filver. 

The 28th, at nine in the morning, we parted 
with the Trial and both the prizes. 
. The 30th, we faw the main land of Chili. 
This day we began to exereife our people with­
fmall arms, which was the firft time we had 
(:lone it finee we came into thofe feas, and whieh 

we 
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we continued at all proper opportunities during 
the voyage. 

On the Ifl; of Oaober we came in fight of 
the high land of Valparaifo, bearing N. E. half 
E. at the diftance of about 14. leagues. This 
city lies in the latitude of 32 deg. 58 min. s. 
its longitude from London is by my account 
80 deg. 37 min. W. 

On the 5th, the Commodore, being informed 
"that thel'e were murmurings amongft the peo­
ple, becaufe the prize-money was not immedi­
ately divided, ordered the articles of war to be 
read; and after that remonftrated to them on the 
danger of mutiny, and faid he had heard the 
reafon of their difcontent, but affured them their 
properties were fecured by aCt of parliament 
as firmly. as anyone's own inheritance, and 
that the money, plate, &c. were weighed and 
marked in public; fo that any capable perfon, 
if he pleafed, might take an inventory of the 
whole. He then read an account of the parti­
culars, and told them they might (if they 
pleafed) make choice of any perfon to take an 
inventory for them, or buy their parts. This 
fpread a vifible joy, and gave content to every 
one. We continued cruifing off the coaft of 
Valparaifo till the 8th, when at twelve at night 
we broke the main top-fail yard in the flings, 
on which we unbent the top-fail and got down 
the broken yard. At ten in the momiDa- we 

. b 
faw the hIgh land of Choapa, and over it the 
Cordillera mountains, being part of that long­

ridge 
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ridge of mountains called the Andes, which 
run from one end of SOllth America to the o­
ther, appearing exceffively high, with their tops '. 
covered with fnow. 

The 14th we craffed the fouth Tropic to the 
northward, and from this time, till we were 
fame degrees to the northward of the Equator~ 
met with nothing but fair weather and a fmooth 
fea. 

The 21ft, at noon, the high land of Morro 
~einado bore E. by N. at the diftanceof four 
leagues; and here we continued cruifing. off 
and on till Nov. 2, when, about fix in the 
morning, we faw two fail of iliips ftanding to­
wards us; upon which we made a clear fhip, 
and immediately gave them chace, when we 
foon perceived that they were the Trial and 
Centurion prizes. As we had the w.ind of them, 
we brougpt to, and waited their coming up, 
when Captain Saunders came on board, and ac­
quainted the Commodore that he had cleared 
the Trial purfuant to his orders, and having 
fcuttled her, he remained by her tillllie funk; 
but that it was not till the 4th of Oaober he­
fore this was effected, by rearan of the great, 
fwd} and hollow [ea; that, during his attend­
ance on the floop, they were all driven fo far 
to leeward, that they were afterwards obliged 
to ftretch a long way to the weft ward, to regain: 
the ground they had loft; that ,in their cruiie 
they had met no prize, nor had [een any,VelTe! 
on all the coaft. 

Nov. 
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Nov. the 3d, at five in the evening, the ifland 
of Afia, in lat. 13 deg. 5 min. S. long. 84- deg. 
43 min. W. bore from us N. E. by E. diftance 
<five leagues. 

The 5th, at four in the evening, we faw the 
high land of Barranca, bearing N. E. by E. 
diftant eight or nine leagues; and half an hour 
after we faw a fail to the northward, to whom 
we gave chace, and cleared our ihip for engag. 
ing. At 10 in the evening we came up with 
her., fired eight guns, and took her. She came 
from Guaiaquil, and was bound for Callao, with 
ti~ber, cacao, cordage, tobacco, cacao-nuts, and 
a finall trunk with bale goods; all of little value 

. to us, though a very confiderable 10fs to the 
Spaniards. She was called the Santa Terefa, 
commanded by Don Bartolo U rrunaga, with 
between 30 and 40 people on board, paifengers 
included, and five or fix women, befides children. 
Our Third Lieutenant, two other officers, and a 
party of failors, were fent on board to command 
and take care of her; and our other prizes being 
far a-fiern, occafioned by our chacing this ihip, 
we lay by till four the next morning, and fired 
a gun every hour as a fignal for their joining us. 
T his day I find. by the difference of our dead 
reckoning and obfervations, a current to fet a· 
long this coall: to the northward of near a mile 
an hour. 

The 7th, we were employed in getting aboard 
fever.al necdfary frores, as planks, cordage, and 
the lIke, from our laft prize, for the ufe of the 

fquadran. 



COMMODORE ANSON's VOYAGE. 313 
fquadron. The fea here appeared for feveral 
miles of a blood· red colour, which tbe prifoners 
informed U3 was common in thole parts, and of 
which mention has been made more than onct 
already in this work. This day we f)lJnd aboard 
the prize, in [pecie and plate~ 50 pounds averdu­
pais weight. 

The 9th, 'vve brought from on board the Te· 
refa 10 [erons of cacao, one of wax, and 180 fa­
thom of three and a half rope. 

The lorh, we brought from on board our firH: 
prize the Carmela, the following goods. viz. 
cloth two bales, bays five ditto, [ugar 182 loaves, 
thaw mats twO, tar one ikin, raifons three bales. 
indigo four ferons, cotton cloth one bale, hats 
two cafes, and 25 looie ones, ikins one parceJ, 
chocolate one bag, camJet one bale and two 
parcels, !ilks one box, lead four pigs, and combs 
one [mall parcel. 

The 12th, at five in the morning, we faw a 
fail, to which we gave chace; but there being 
very little wind, we manned and armed our 
barge, pinnace, and the Trial's pinnace, and 
fent them to take her, and at eight they boarded 
and took her, and brought her to us at half an 
hour paft J.O. She was called the Carmen, com~ 
man jed by Signior Marcus Marina, and came 
out of Payta the day before, bound to Callao. 
laden with iron and cloth. being a very valuable 
cargo. We found on board an Jrifhman, nam~ 
~d John Williams, who pretended himfelf a pri~ 
foner amongll them, and with much feeming 

VOL. II. S f joy 
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joy entered with us. He informed us, that, a~ 
mongft other !hips in the Port of Payta,' they 
left in the road a bark which was taking in 
400,000 dollars, with which {he would fail for 
Panama in a day or two at fartheft; and the 
Spanifh prifoners being examined, and confirm­
ing the intelligence, and farther giving fome ac­
count of the ftrength of the place, the Commo­
dore rdolved to attack it this very night, and 
made preparations accordingly. Mr. Thomas 
Simmers, mate of our i11ip, with one midfhip ... 
man and ~bout 10 or 12 men, were fent to com­
mand and take cate of this 1aft prize. At four 
in the afternoon, Point Nonura bore E. by S. 
half S. diilant eight leagues. At IO at night, 
we fent our barge, pinnace, and Trial's pinnace, 
to attack the town of Payta, by furprize. They 
had 49 men well armed,and were commanded 

l, by the Lieutenan ts Brett, Dennis, and Hughes, 
who had orders, if pollible, to fecure the Gover­
nor of Payta, and fend himprifoner on board, 
in order by that means to procure a fl1pply of 
provifions, and a ranfom for the town. Half an 
hour after I I we founded, and found 43 fathom 
water, the ground mud, the i!1and of Lobos 
beqring N. N. E. at the diH:ance of three .or 
four milt:s. At feven in the morning, Point 
Onado, being the point that forms the bay of 
Payta, bore S. $. E. two miles diftant ; and the 
town of Pqyta at ~he fame time began to ope n 
in a direct line with ~t, diftant about four miles; 
foon after which we fa~v I,:>ur Briqih colours fly-

in~ 
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ing on the came. At 10, the Trial's boat came 
an board, loaded with gold and. ulver, corn, 
wrought plate, jewels, and rich moveables. 
They informed us, that they took the town 
about two in the morning; and that, though 
the Spaniards had fome time before been ap­
prized of our intent, they yet made a very faint 
refillance, having fired but two guns from their 
caftle before our men landed, and a few fmall 
arms afterwards, when they all quitted the town 
with the greatefr precipitation. The Governor 
~nd his family made their efcape in fa much 
hafte, that his lady was handed OLit of a window 
with no other doaths to cover her but her !hife.· 
All the inhabitants fled in the like confuuon, ex­
cept fome negro women and children. In this 
aCtion we loft one man, Peter Obrian, the Com­
modore's fleward, who was lhotthrough the breaft 
by a mufquet ball; and had two wounded, to 
wit, Arthur Lufk, a quarter-mal'cer, and the 
Spanifh pilot of the Terefa, whom we had made 
ufe of as a guide; the firft through the fle111Y 
part of the arm near the fhoulder, the fecorid 
through the wrift, but neither dangerouOy : and 
1 have had it reported from fevetal officers then 
on fuore, that our men ran [0 the attack,and 
fired in fa irregular a manner, that it Was, and 
ftiH remains a doubt, 'ivhether thofe were not 
iliot by our people rathet- tban by the enemy. 

The town of Payta, at the t·ime of the attack, 
. had a fort with eight guns mounted, which com­
mandedthe town and h:ubOL1t ; and the balcony 

S f 2 of 
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of the Governor's houfe, which again command ..... 
ed that fort, together with feveral other houfes7 • 

was lined with armed men, of which there might 
be about 400 in the town; but thefe people 
having enjoyed a long peace, and being enervat­
ed by the luxury fo cuf'comary in thofe parts, 
their arms in a bad condition, and no perfon of 
experience or courage to head them, it is no 
wonder that they made fo fmall a refifrance, and 
were all driven out of the town in lefs than half 
an hour by only 49 men; but I believe the noife 
of two drums which we made ufe of, together 
with the fuddennefs of the i"urprize, contributed 
to intimidate them, and facilitated our fllccefs. 

On our getting poifeffion of the cafrle, our 
commanding-officer very inconfiderately order­
ed the guns to be thrown over the walls, which 
accordingly was executed; but. fome time after 
refleCting on the ill confequence which might 
attend that proceeding, he ordered two of them 
to be got up and re~mounted. 

At 1 I, our barge came on board, loaded with 
money, plate, and jewels. This town contains 
about I +0 or 150 houfes; there are in it two 
churches, which, together with the Governor's 
houfe and cafrle~ are the only remarkable build­
ings. There are feveral large frore-houfes full 
of rich European,Afian, and American goods, all 
which were de!1:royed when we fet the town on 
fire; of which in its place. The town lies in 
latitude 5 deg. 3 min. S. and longitude from 
London 88 deg. 48 min. W. This afternoon 

we 
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we employed ourfelves in getting off the plun­
der, and provifions of hogs and fow Is, which 
were here in great plenty. In the evening we 
anchored in 10 fathom water, the town bearing 
from us S. by E. half E. at about three miles 
difrance, not being able to get farther in, by 
reafon of the flaws of wind from orr the land. 

From this time to the! 5th we were employed 
in getting on board the plunder, which chiefly 
confifted of rich brocades, laced doaths, bales of 
fine linens and woolens, Britannia's, Days, and 
the like; together with a great number of hogs .. 
fome £htep and fowls, cafes of Spanilli brahdies 
and wines, a great qU2rlti:y of onions, olives, 
fweet-meats, and many other things too tedious 
to name; all which the failors hoped would have 
been equally divided among the !hips companies, 
but they found themfelves difappointed. 

We found in the road, one {hip, two fnows.; 
one fchooner, and two quarter-gaHies, all which 
we took poifdlion of. The 14th, in the mom­
ing~ we raw a bark-log as they call it, being a 
fort of raft made of the l1umps of trees failened 
together, overlaid with poles, aod covered with 
fmall twigs twifted mat-wife, with [everal peo­
ple in her coming along fhore from the fouth­
ward. She had a fort of mail and fail in her. 
and at firH: fight we knew not what to make of 
her; and none of our own boats being on board~ 
we rent the carmen's boat, with Mr. Langdon,. 
a midthipman, who commanded in the ieccrid 
place on board that iliip, and forne armed peo-

ple3 
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pIe, to purfue them, who perceiving it put on 
{bore, and made their efcape over the rocks. 
Mr. Langdon took their bark· log, which he 
found to be laden with dried filli, which we 
fuppofe they were carrying to Payfa for a mar­
ket. This evening the Spaniards, who had all 
along appeared in great numbers from the hills, 
and were now confiderably increafed, making a 
fhew of warlike preparations, as if they defigned 
in the night to attack our people in the town. 
they thereupon barricaded the flreets, and 
kept very (hit\: watches, to prevent a fur­
prize. Several negroes delivered themfelves up~ 
defiring to be made prifoners, that they might 

. nave. fame food, and more efpecially water, to 
keep them from perifhing; for the country 
thereabouts being for many miles round quite 
barren and fandy, without either water or any 
other thing neceffary for life, and the neareft: 
town to them. named as, I think Sant\:a Cruz, 
whence relief might be got, being a day and a 
half or two. days journey off, the people who 
had left the town were in a ftarving condition, 
and we had melancholy accounts of feveral dy­
ing among them for want chiefly of water dur­
ing our fmall flay; and yet fo. greatly were they 
infatuated or frightened, that they never offered 
to treat for the ranfom of the place, which if they 
had done, I believe it would not have been de .. 
ftroyed; in which cafe they might have fecur­
ed to themfelves not only their habitations, but 
provifions and water enough (till they could 

have 
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have got a freih recruit), which we iliould on 
that condition have readily left them. 

The town feems to be very unhappily fituat­
ed on that and fame other accounts, they hav­
ing no water but what is brought them by land­
carriage from feveral leagues off; fo that they 
are obliged to keep very confiderable quantities 
by ti-,em in eanhen jars, not only for their own 
ufe, but for the fhips who frequently touch here, 
where they Ii kewife often unload,and take in fre1l! 
cargoes. They are in the fame cafe as to graio:) 
bread, and almofl: all other neceffaries of life; 
and lie 10 open to an enemy, that the town has 
been often tdken and ruined by the Englifh, 
Dutch, and French; all which inconveniencies, 
one would imagine, fhould tempt them to change 
their fituation : but then the conveniency of their 
trade is fo great, being the only proper place 
they can pitch on for a mart between Panama 
and Peru, that they prefer this lucrative conve .. 
nienee to all other confiderations. 

Among the Oaves who had defired to be en­
tertained in our fervice, was one, who, having 
been a Oave in J amaiea, had on the death of his 
mafter obtained his liberty, and thereupon en­
tered himfelf a fervant to one of the SoUth-Sea 
Company's faCtors, whom he accompanied fo 
Porto Bello and Panama, and there got into the 
fervice of a Spanifh gentleman, who took a great: 
fancy to him, and with whom he went to Lima 
in Peru, where this mafter likewife dying left 
pim il very confiderable legacy; but the power 

being 

.' 
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,being now. in th~ hands of his executors, they 
not only defraude.d him of this legacy, but made 
bim a {LiVe a fecond time. He was now at 
Payra with one of his new mafters) on his paf­
fage from Lima to Panama) when he took this 
vpporrunity to come over to us; and being a 
ve.ry handy fellow, and accuftomed to wait on 
gentlemen, he was immediately ta,ken into the 
Commodore's {ervice, came with us into I~ng­
land, and, 1 believe, continued with him till his 
death. This perfon gave us fome information 
of the defigns of the Spaniards on fuore, and 
told us we had killed one or two of them, and 
wounded feveral others; but this account was 
never, that I know of, farther confirmed. d. 

The 15th, in the morning, we rent on thore 
all our Spani!h, and feveral of our Indian pri­

. foners, keeping all the blacks and fome of the 
Indians, to alift in working the !hips, &c. To 
the blacks, who were all or moft of them fiaves, 
was promifed their liberty in Englarid, in cafe 
they w,?uld ftand by and affift us againft our 
enemies the Spaniards; which they all promif­
ed very cordially: but we could foon difcover, 
that, notwithftanding their teeming condefcen. 
flon, moft of them would have much rather con­
tinued in the fervice of their old maCters, than 
fail to accept of liberty with us; not that I be­
lieve thofe people were in iove with fiavery, or 
would not willingly have had their liberty, but 
t~en it .mnO: be on their own terms, the Spa­
m;uds 10 thofe parts being in great awe of the 
,7 ~,~, .' Indians, 
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Indians, whom, though they have fubdued, and 
feem to have Incorporated among them, they dare 
not truft, but keep thele blacks as gl1ard~, and 
u[e them well. The truth is, thofe IndIans have 
frill preferved, by tradition from father to font 
the memory of the great c(ueities which the firfl: 
Spani-ards exercifed in thofe parts, and are angry 
enough at their prdent hard ulage. They look 
on themfelves as the natural lords of the coun­
try, and the Spaniards as covetous intruders, 
and cruel inhuman tyrants; and want only op­
portunity to make them fenfible of their refent .. 
me nt, and to recover their loft country and li.;. 
berty. 'Tis on this account that the Spaniards 
are very kind to their black {laves, whom they 
cherifh and encourage highly, and look on them 
in the fame light of a ftanding militia; aiway-s 
ready to arm againft thofe Indians; fo that, 
though the negroes in all other plantations in 
the We(t Indies are ever ready for revolts and 
rebellions, thefe, on the contrary, are always rea· 
dy to defend their kind maflers with their lives. 
In effeEl: they live very eafy, are favoured by 
the Spaniards, and [corn and infLllt the poorIn o 

dians, who in return hate and deteit both them 
and their matters; that being all that is left in 
their pqwer. 

This day an order was given to Mr, Brett, the 
then commanding officer on {hore, to burn and 
defrroy the town entirely, the two· churches, 
which frood a little out of the way of ~he reft, 
only excepted; the Spaniards, as has been al-

VOl.. ll. T t ready 
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ready faid, never having made any advance t~ 
wards treating fot its ranfom. 

But now, before I entirely quit the relation of 
our tranfatl:ions at this place, it may, perhaps, be 
expeCted, that I fuould give. a more particular 
account of the booty we made, aI1d of the lofs 
the Spaniards fufl:ained. I have already obferv­
ed, that there were great quantities of valuable 
effetl:s ih the town; but, as moft of them were 
what we could neither difpofe of, nor carry away, 
the tdtal of this merchandize can only be'rudely 
guefied at. The Spaniards, iritheir tepl"efenra­
ti'onsfent to the court of Madrid (as we were 
afterwards affured), eftimated their whole lofs at 
a million and a half of dollars; and WhCh it is 
confidered, that no fmall part of the goods we 
left behind us, were of the richell: and moll: ex­
pedfive fpecies, as broad-cloths, filks, cambrics. 
velvets, &c. I cannot but think their valuation 
fufficiently moderate. 

As to ourfelves, the acquifition we made~' 
though inconfiderable in comparifon of What we 
deftroyed, was yet far from defpicable; for the 
wrought plate, dollars, and other coin, which 
fell into our hands, amounted to upwards of 
30,000 1. befides feveral rings~ bracelets, and 
jewels, whofe intrinfic value we could not then 
eftimate: and over and above all this, the plun. 
cler, which became the property of the immediate 
captors, was very great; fo that, upon the whole, 
it was by much the moft important booty we 
met with upon that coaft. 

There 
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There remains ftiH another matter to be re .. 

lated, which on accopnt of the fignal hono!l.r 
wpich O)..lr national char,aCter in thole parts has 
~h~nce received, and the reputation which our 
Commodore in particular has then::by acquired~ 
merits a diftipCl: and circumftantial difcuffion. 
I have alre,dy obferved, that- all the prj(oners 
taken by us Were, before our departure, put OQ 

!hare, and difcharged, amongft whom there 
}Vere fome perfons of confiderable diftinClion, 
(fpecially a youth of about 17 ye:;trs of age, fon 
of the Vice-P.refident of the Council of C;:hi~i • 
.As the barbadty of the buccaneers, and the;ut­
ful u[es the ecclefiaftics h.ad m9de .of it, had filled 
ihe natives of thofe countrie~ with the moft ter­
rible ~deas of Englilh cruelty, w'e always found 
Qur prifoners, a.t .their firft coming on board us, 
to be extremely dejected, and under great hor­
rQr and anxiety; particularly this youth, who~ 
having never been from home before, la.mented 
his captivity in the .moft moving manner,regrete 
ting, in very plaintive terms. his parents, his bro-. 
thers, his fifters, and his native country; of all 
which, he was fully perfuaded, he had taken his 
laft farewel,believing that he was now devoted 
for the remaining part of his life to an abject 
and .cruel fervitude. Indeed, his companion~ on 
bQ:i.rd,a.,nd .allthe Spaniards that came into?ur 
power, had t;he fame defp<;>nding opinion of th~ir 
fit,uation._ M~. Anfon I=onfiantly exerted his ul:· 
m?il el)deavour~ to eif,ace thofe t,errifying im~ 
preffions they had received of us, al ways t~king 

T ~ ~ care" 
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care, that as many of the principal people among 
them as there was room for fhould dine at his 
table by turns; and giving the moft peremp" 
tory orders, too, that they ihould always be treat ... 
ed with the tltmoft decency and humanity: but, 
notwithftanding this precaution, it was generally 
obferved, that for the firft day or two they did 
not quit their fears, fufpetl:ing the gentlenefs of 
their ufage to be only preparatory to fome un­
thought of calamity. However) being at length 
convinced of our fincerity, they grew perfeCtly 
eafy in their fituation, and remarkably chearful ; 
10 that it was often difputable, whether or no 
they confide red their being detained by m as a 
misfortune: for the yomh I have ahove men­
tioned, who was near two months on board us, 
had at laft fo far conquered his melancholy fur .. 
mifes, and had taken fuch an affetl:ion to Mr. 
Anfon, that it is doubtful to me, whether, if hi$ 
own opinion had been afred, he would not have 
preferred a voyage to England in the Centurion, 
to the being fet on ihore at Payta, where he was 
at liberty to return to his country and friends. 

This condnCt of the Commodore to his pri .. 
foners, which was continued withom interruption 
or deviation, gave them all the higheft idea of 
his humanity and benevolence, and occafioned 
them, likewife, (as mankind are fond of form~ 
jng general opinions) to entertain "ery favour .. 
able thoughts of the whole Englilh nation. But 
whatever they might be difpofed to think of 
M,r. Anfon before the capture of the Terefa~ 

~hei~ 
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their veneration for him was prodigioufly in­
creafed by his conduCt towards the ladies whom 
h-eto()k in that veffel; for, being iNformed 
that there were among them a mother and two 
<laughters of exquifite beauty, who were of 
quality, he not only gave orders that they 
fbould be left in full poffeffion of their own 
apartments, but· alfo forbid, on the fevereft pe­
nalties, any of the common people on board 
from approaching them; and, that they might 
be the more certainof having thefe orders com­
plied with, or of having the means of com· 
plaining if they were not, he permitted the 
pilar, who in Spanifh fhips js generally the fe~ 
cond perfon on board, to ftay with them as 
a guardian and proteCl:or. Thefe were mea[ures: 
that feemed fa different from what might have 
been expeCted' from an enemy and an heretic~ 
that the Spaniards on board, though they had 
themfelves experienced his beneficence, were fur .. 
prized at this new inftance of it; and the more 
fa, as all this was done without folicitation, and 
without the interpofition of onefriend to inter ... 
cede in their favour. The ladies were fa fen­
fible of the obligations they owed him for the 
care and atention with which he proteCted 
them, that they abfolutely refufed togo to 
fuore at Payta, till they had been permitted to 
wait on him on board the Centurion to return 
him thanks in perf on. Indeed, all the prifoners 
left us with the ftrongeft affurances of their 

. ~rateful remembrance of his uncommon treat-
. ment: 
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ment: a jefuit, in particular, whom the Com"; 
modore had taken, and who was an eccIefiaftic 
<>f fome diftinction, could not help expreffing 
Aimfelf with great th~nkfu]nefs for the civili­
ties he and his countrymen had found on 
board, dec1ari~g that he fhouJd confider it as his 
duty to do Mr. Anfon juftice at all times, adding 
that his ufage of the men pri[oners was fuch' as 
could n~ver be forgotten, and [uch as he- ihould 
never fail to acknowledge upon all occafions ; 
btl:t that his behaviour to the ladies was [0 ex­
.traordinary, and fo extremely honourable, that.' 
-Ite doubted if all the regard due to his own 
ecclefiaftical charaCter would be fufficient to 
render it credibk. Indeed, we were afterwards 
informed, that be and the reft of our prifoners' 
had not been filent on this head; but that, both 
at Lima and at other places, they had given the 
greateft encomiums to our Commodore; that 
the jefuit,in particular, as we were told, on his 
account, interpreted in a lax and hypothetical 
fenfe, i;hat article of his church which afferts 
~he impoffibility of heretics being faved-But 
to return: 

After we had finiihed our bufinefs, fet 
the town in flames, and got the treafure on 
board, Mr. Brett, the officer who commanded 
the attack, having colleCted his men together, 
was direCting his march towards the beach 
where tlIe boats waited to take them on board, 
when the Spaniards on the hill behind the 
town, obferving his retreat, refolved to try if 

th<:1 
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they could not precipitate his departure, and 
thereby lay forne foundation for future eoafring. 
To this end a party of hbrfe; all picked men­
tingled out for this daring enterprize, marched· 
down the hill withtpuchieeming refolution ; f() 
that; had we not entertained a juft opinion of 
their prowe;fs, we might have imagined, that, 
now we were upon the open beach, with no 
~dvantages of fituation, they would certainly 
have charged us: but we prefumed, and we 
were not miitaken, that all this was mere often­
cation; for, notwithftanding the potnp and pa. 
rade they at fir·ft came on with, Mr. Brett had 
no fooner ordered his men to halt and face a­
bout, than the enemy flopt their career, and 
never dared to advance a ftep farther. 

When our people arrived at their boats and 
were ready to go on board, they were for [orne; 
time retarded by miffing one of theirnumbe~ if 

and being unable, on their mutual enquiries a~ 
mOllg each other, to inform themfelves where 
he was left, or by what accident detained, they, 
after a confiderable delay) refolved to get into 
their boars and to depart without him: but,' 
when the 1aft man was actually embarked, and 
the boats were jl1ft putting off, they heard him 
calling to them to take him in. The place 
was by this time fo thoroughly on fire, and the 
fmoke covered the beaeh fo effeCtually, that 
they could fcart:ely difcern him, though they 
heard his voice. However, the Lieutenant in .. 
llindy ordered -one of the boats to his relief, 

who 
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who found him up to the chin in water, for he 
had waded as far as he durft, being extremely 
frightened with the apprehenfions of falling into 
the hands of an enemy, enraged, as they doubt­
lefs were, at the pillage and deftruCtion of their 
town. On enquiring into the caufe of his fray-

. ing behind, it was found that he had taken that 
rnorning.too large a dofe of brandy, which had 
thrown him into fa found a fieep, that he did not 
awake till the fire came near enough to {corch 
him. He was ftrangely amazed, at firft opening 
his eyes, to fee the houfes on a blaze, on one fide, 
and feveral Spaniards and Indians not far from 
him on the other. The greatnefs and fuddennefs . 
of his fright infl:antly reduced him into a ftate of 
{obriety, and gave him fufficient prefence of mind 
to pufu through the thickeft of the fmoke, as 
the likelieft means to efcape the enemy; and, 
making the beft of his way to the beach, he ran 
as far into the water as he durft (for he could not 
fwim), before he ventured to look back. 

By the time our people had helped their com­
rade out of the water, and were making the befr 
of their way to the fquadron, the flames had 
taken poffeffion of every part of the town, . and 
burnt fo furioufiy, both by means of the combuf. 
tibles that had been diftributed for that purpofe, 
and by the, llightnefs of the materials of which 
the houfes were compofed, and their aptitude to 
take fire, that it was fufficiently apparent no ef­
forts of the enemy (though they flocked down 

In 
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in great numbers)couldpoffibly put a £lop to 
it, or prevent the entire defrruGtion of the place, 
and all the merchandize contained therein •. Mr. 
Brett had the curiofity [0 delineate its appear­
ance, together with that of the fhips in the har .. 
bOUl;-, as may be [een in the Plate. 

Our detacnment having now fafely joined the 
[quad ron, the Commodore prepared to leave the 
plate the fame evening. At feven, Cape Blanco; 
in lat. 4 deg. 28 min. S. and long. 88 deg. 16 
min. W. from London, bore from us S. S. E. 
half E. about feven or eight miles difrant. Thi~ 
afternoon and the next day we were employed 
in taking the moft ufeful and valuable thing$ 
out of the Santa Terefa and the Payta bark: we 
likewife defigning to take every neceffary thing. 
which we conveniently could out of the Santa 
Terefa, in order to dereroy her, and bring our 
ftrength into a lees tompafs, we took her in tow, 
and fet the Payta bark on fire with the fanie view.; 
The next day We defrroyed the Santa Terefa in 
the fame manner, having got out of them both 
forne anchors, cables, hawfers, yards, and top'" 
mafrs, blocks, bales of goods, and feveral other 
neceffaries . 

. The 17th at three iii the aftel'Mon, the Gloud 
cefter, with a prize of her's in tow, joined us; 
This prize was called the Del Oro, and was 
chiefly laden with wine ; however, out of her 
a~d a finall boat which they took going along 
!hore, they got, .in gold, filver, and wrought 
plate, to about the value of 17 or 180'lo)d 

VOL. II. . U u Theflli 
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Thefe two were all the prizes the Gloucefter 
took in thofe feas. 

On board this prize of this Gloucefter were 
two horfes, which being, I Juppofe, fat, and 
probably better food than their fait beef or 
pork, they killed and eat them; and this, I 
imagine, gave ground to that fiCl.ion whic hone 
of the fpurious accounts 'of our voyage has giv­
en, of our eagerly hunting and eating wild 
horfes, whereas in reality we never faw nor 

heard of a wild horfe during the voyage. 
The Gloucefter had chaced two or three fhips 

which had efcaped her, and one of thofe touch­
ed ;It Payta; and though they could give no 
certain account that the il1ip which had chaced 
them was an enemy, yet the circllmftances they 
gave were fa ttrong, that it put the people of 
Payta upon fecuring their treafure, and the beft 
of their effeCl:s, not caring to be too well provid~ 
ed for the profit of fuch unwelcome vifitants. 

The 21ft, at half paft five in the morning, 
we faw the iGand of Plata, fa called from Sir 
Francis Drake's having, as it is faid, divided the 
treafure he took in the South Seas at· this place. 
At two tbis afterrlOon, the pun of Manta bore .. 
S. E. by E. diftant about eight ,?r nine leagues. 
VIe at this time fent fix month~ provifions on 
board the Carmen; and all the fhlps had orders, 

~in cafe of feparation, for feveral rendezvoufes on 
the coaft of Mexico, or, in cafe of not meeting 
there, to make the beft of t heir way to Macao~ 

in 
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in China, where they were to await the arrival 
of the Commodore. 

The 22d, a divifion was made of the plunder 
of Payta, and the Commodore not appearing in 
that affair, it was done at the pleafure, and to 
the entire fatisfaEtion, of five or ux (no doubt) 
very difinterefted officers; and, indeed, moit 
things of this nature, during the courfe of the 
voyage being managed with the fame difcretion 
and honour, no room was left for complaining 
of particular partialities. 

Here, however, we cannot help remarkif!g a 
very confiderable difference between the relation 
.given by Pafeoe Thomas, and that given by Mr. 'V alters; the former having afferted, that the 
Commodore did not interfere in tbe diftribution , 
the latter; that it was by his prudent manage· 
ment, that a jealOllfy, which had arifen between 
thofe who were the real captors, and thofe who 
remained on board the !hip, was accommodated. 
Mr. Walters' account will fet this matter in a 
true light: " And now, fays he, (while the £hips 
lay-to, in hopes of joining the Gloueefter,) ajea­
loufy, which had taken its rife at Payta, between 
thofe who had been commanded on !hore for the 
attack, and thofe who had continued on board, 
grew to [uch a height, that the Commodore, bea 

ing made acquainted with it, thought it necef~ 
fary to interpofe his authority to oppofe it. The 
ground of this animofity was the plunder got~en 

. at Payta, which thofe who had aB:ed on (hore 
had appropriated to themfelves, conGdering it 

U u 2. as 
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as a reward for the rifques they had run, and 
the tefolution they had £hewn in that fervice. 
But thofe who had remained on board looked 
on this as a very partial and l1njl1ft procedure, 
urging, that, had it been left to their choice~ 
they fuouldhave preferred the acting on fuore 
to the continuing on board; that their duty 
while their comrades were on {hore was ex­
nemely fatiguing; for, be fides the labour of the 
day, they were conftantly under arms all night, 
to fecure the prifoners, whofe numbers exceeded 
their own, and of whom it was then neceffary 
to be extremely watchful, to prevent any at­
tempts they might have formed in that critical 
<::onjuncture: that, upon the whole, it could not 
be denied, but that the prefence of a fufficient 
force on board was as neceifary to the fuccefs of 
the enterprize, as the action of the others On 

fuore ; and, therefore, thofe who had continued 
on board maintained, that they could not be de­
prived of their !bare of the plunder without ma­
nifeft injufrice. Thefe were the contefrs amongft 
our men, which were carried on with great heat 
on both fides; and, though the plunder in quef­
tion was a very trifle in comparifon of the trea~ 
fure taken in the place (in which there was no 
doubt but thofe on board had an equal right), 
yet as the obHinacy of failors is not always regu­
lated by the importance of the matter in dif­
pute, the Commodore thought'it neceffary to 
put a ftop to this ferment betimes. According­
ly< the morning after our leaving Payta, he Of"l 

- dereq 
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dered all hands upon the quarter-deck, where 
addreffing himfelf to thofe who had been de­
tached on thore, he commended their behaviour, 
and thanked them for their fervices on that oc­
caGon; but then, reprefenting to them the rea­
fons urged by thofe who had continued on board, 
for an equal diftribution of the plunder, he told 
them, that, he thought thefe reafons very con­
clufive~ and that the expe~ations of their com­
rades were jufUy founded; and therefore, he in­
fifted, that, not only the men, but all the officers 
likewife who had been employed in taking the 
place, fhould produce the whole of their plun­
der immediately upon the quarter-deck, and that 
it fhould be impartially divided amongft the 
whole crew, in proportion to each man's rank 
and commiffion ; and, to prevent thofe who had 
been in poifeffion of the plunder from murmur­
ing at this diminution of their fhare, the Com. 
modore added. that, as an encouragement to 
others who might be hereafter employed on like 
fervices, he would give his entire fhare to be 
diftributed amongft ,thofe who had been detach­
ed for the attack of the place. Thus, this 
troublefome affair, which, if permitted to have 
gone on, might, perhaps, have been attended 
with mifchievous confequences, was, by the 
Commodore's prudence~ foon appeafed, to the 
general fatisfaCl:ion of the fuip's company: not 

"but there were [orne few whore felfilh difpofi­
'rions were uninfluenced by the juftice of this 
procedure, and who were incapable of difcern­
. ing 
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ing the force of equity, however glaring, when 
is tended to deprive them of any part of what 
they had once got into their hands." 

Being now joined by the Gloucefter and her 
prize, it was refolved that we fhould ftand to 
the northward, and make the beft of our way 
either to Cape St. Lucas on California, or to 
Cape Coriemes on the coall: of Mexico. .In­
deed, the Commodore, when at Juan Fernan­
dez, had determined to touch in the neigh~ 
,boUl"hood of Panama, and to endeavour to 
get fame correfpondence over land with the 
fleet under the command of Admiral Vernon; 
for when we departed from England, we left a 
l~~ge force at Portfmouth, which was intended 
'to be fent to the Weft Indies, there to be em­
ployed in an expedition againft fame of the 
Spanifh fettlements. And Mr. Anfon, taking 
it for granted that this enterprize had fucceed­
ed, and that Porto Bello perhaps might be then 
garrifoned by Britifh troops, he hoped that, on 
his arrival at the ill:hmus, he {bould eafily pro­
cure an intercourfe with our countrymen on the 
other fide, either bv the Indians, who were 
greatly difpofed in our favour, or even by the 
Spaniards themfelves, fome of whom for pro­
per rewards might be induced to carryon, this 
intelligence; which, after it was once begun, 
might be continued with very little difficulty; 
fo that Mr. Anfon flattered himfelf, that he 
might by this means have received a reinforce­
ment of men from the other fide, and that, by 

fettling 
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fettling a prudent plan of operations with our 
Commanders in the Weft Indies, he might have 
taken even Panama itfelf, which would have 
given to the Britilh nation the poffeffion of that 
ifthmus, whereby we lhould have been in ef­
feCt: mafters of all the treafures of Peru. 

Such were the projects which the Commo­
dore revolved in his thoughts, at the ifland of 
J uan Fernandez, notwithftanding the feeble 
condition to which he was then reduced; but 
in examining the papers which were found on 
board the Carmelo, the firft prize we took, we 
learned, that our attempt againft Carthagena 
had failed, and that there was no probability 
that our fleet in tha.t part of the world would 
engage in any new enterprize that would at all 
facilitate this plan. "Mr. Anfon therefore ga.ve 
over all hopes of being reinforced acrofs the 
ifthmus, and confequently had no inducement­
at prefent to proceed to Panama, as he was in­
capable of attacking the place, and there was 
great reafon to believe that, by this time, there 
was a general embargo on all the coaO:. 

The only feafible meafure, then, which was 
left us, was to freer as [oon as pomble to the 
fouthern parts of California, or to the adjacent 
coaft of Mexico, there to cruife for the Manilla 
galleon, which we knew was now at fea, bound 
to the port of Acapulco; and we doubted not 
but to get on that ftation time enough to inter~ 
cept her: but there was a bufine[s which we fore­
faw would occafion rome delay, -and that was the 

recruiting 
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recruiting our water, it being impoffible to 
think of venturing upon this paffage to the 
coaft of Mexico till we had procured a frefh 
fupply. It was for fome time a matter of de­
liberation, where we fhould take in this necef­
fary O1rticle; but, by confulting the accounts of 
former navigators, and examining our prifon­
ers, we at laf.1: refolved for the i{land of Quibo; 
fituated at the mouth of the bay of Panama. Nor 
was it but on good grounds that the Commodore 
conceived this to be the propereft place for wa­
tering the fquadran. Indeed, there was a [mall 
i{land called Cocos, which was Iefs out of our 
way than ~libo, where fame of the buccaneers 
had pretended to find water; but none of our 
prifoners knew any thing of it, and it was 
thol1ght too dangerous to rifque the fafety of the 
fquadron, by expoGng ourfelves to the hazard 
of not meeting with water when we came there, 
on the mere authority of thofe legendary writers, 
of whofe mifreprefentations and falfities we had 
almoft daily experience. Determined, there­
fore, to take in water at Quibo, we directed 
our courfe northward, being eight fail in com­
pany, and confequently having the appearance 
of a very formidable fleet; and on the 19th, at 
day-break, we difcovered Cape Blanco, bearing 
S. S. E. half E. feven miles diftant. By this 
time we found that our 1aft prize, the Solidad, 
was far from anfwering the character given of· 
her ~s .a good failor ; and fhe and the Santa Te­
rtfa delaying us confiderably, the Commodor.e 

command~d. 
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commanded them to be cleared of evety thing 
that ,might prove ufeful to the .. reft of the ililps; 
and then to be burnt. And having giv~n proper 
inftruB:ions, and appointed a rendezvous to the 
Gloucefter, and to the prizes, in cafe of fepara .. 
rion, we proceeded in our cOblrfe for Quibo, 

On the 25th, Point Manta bore S. E. by E" 
at feven miles diftance; and there being a town 
of the fame name in the neighbourhood, Cap .. 
t!lin Mitchell in the Gloucefter took the oppor· 
wnity of fetting on fuore feveral of his prifoners. 
The boats were now daily employed ih diftrie 
buting provifioris on board the prizes, to com~ 

pleat theit ftock for fix months; and that the 
Centurion might be the better prepared ~o give 
the Manilla tbip a warm reception~ if happily 
file fhould fall in our way, the carpenters were 
ordered to fix eight frocks on the main and 
fore tops, which were properly fitted for the 
mounting of fwive! guns. 

On the 25th we had fight of the Wand of 
Gallo; and from hence we craffed the bay of 
Panama, 1haping our courfe in a direct line fo[, 
~ibo. Here we found, in a few days, a very 
confiderable alteration in the climate; for, jn~ 

fie ad of that uniform temperatUl"e, where neither 
the exce[s of heat or cold was prevalent, we had 
now clofe and fulrry weather, like that .we met 
with on the coaft of Brazil. vVe had, befides~ 
frequent calms and heavy rains, which vole at 
nrft afcribed to the neighbourhood of the Line~ 

V OJ •• U. X x wher~ 
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w here this kind of weather is obferved to obtain 
at' all feafons -of the year; but, finding that it 
attended us for more than feven degrees of 
north latitude, we began to fufpeB: that the 
ftormy feafon, or, as the Spaniards call it, the 
Vandewals, was not yet paft; though many 
writers, particularly Captain Shelvock, affert, 
~hat this feafon begins in June, and ends in 
November: but, perhaps, its end may not be 
always regular. 

On the 27th, Capt. Mitchell having cleared 
his l-ergeft: prize, file was .likewife fet on fire; 
and nj>w our fleet confifted only of five filips, 
and we were fortunate enough to find them all 
good failors. On the 3d of December we had 
a view of the iOand of Quibo, the eait end of 
which bore from us N. N. W. four leagues dif­
tant, and the ifland of Quicara W. N. W. at 
about the fame dift:ance. When we had thus 
got fight of land, we found the wind to hang 
wefterly; and therefore night coming on, we 
thought it advifeable to frand off till morning~ 
as there are faid to be fame filoals at the ene 

trance of the channel. At fix the next morn­
ing,Point Ma-rrato bore N. E. half N. three 
or four leagtles dift:ant. In weathering this 
point, all the fquadron, except the Centurion, 
were very near it:; and· the Glouceft:er, being 
tbe leeward-moft: filip, was forced to tack and 

" frand to the fouthward; fa that we loft fight of 
her; and, the wind proving unfavourable, we 
faw her no more till we quitted the ifiand. At 

feven 
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(even in the evening we anchored in the Canal 
Bueno, or Good Channel, which is at leaft fix 
'miles" in breadth, muddy ground. Next morn­
ingan officer was difpatched on !hore to dif­
cover the watering.place, who, having found 
it, returned before noon; and then we tent our 
long-boat for a load of water, and at the fame 
time weighed and flood further in with our 
{hips, for the convenience of being fooner fup­
plied; fa that we were little more than two days 
in laying in an the wood and water we wanted. 
Whilft the !hip c()ntinued here at anchor', the 
Commodore, attended by [orne of his officers, 
went in a boat to examine a bay which lay to 
the northward, and they afterwards ranged all 
along the eaftern fide of the i11and. In the 
places where they pm on !hore, in the courfe 
of this expedition, they generally found the 
foil to be rich, and met with great plenty of 
excellent water. In particular, near the north­
eaft point of the ifiand, they difcovered a natu ~ 
raj tafcade, which furpaffed, as they conceived, 
every thing of this kind which human art had 
ever yet produced. It was a river of tranf-

. parent wafer, about 40 yards wide, which rolled 
down a declivity of near J 50 feet in length. 
The channel itfelf was very irregular, intitely 
coinpofed of rocks, both its fides and boltom 
being made up of large'detached' blocks, and 
by thefethecourfe of the water was frequentlY 
interrupted; for in fome parts it ran Ooping 
with a rapid but uniform motion~ whilft in 

X X '2 others 
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others it tumbled over ledges of rocks with a 
perpendicul~r defcent. On the neighbourhood 
of this fl:ream was a fine wood; and even the 
huge maffes of rock which over-hung the wa­
~er, and which by their various projeCtions 
formed the inequalities of the channel, were 
covered with lofty forefr trees. Whilft the 
Commodore, with thofe who accompanied him. 

· were attentively viewing this place, and were 
· remarking the different blendings of the water, 
ithe rocks, and the wood, there came in fight. 
~s it were to heighten and animate the profpett, 

· a prodigious flight of Mackaws, which, hover­
ing over this ipor, and oft.en wheeling and 

: playing on the wing above it, afforded a moft 
-.brilliant appearance, by the glittering of the 
fun, and tbeir variegated plumage; fa that fame 
of the fpectators cannot refrain from a kind of 
tranfport when they recollnt the beauties which· 
occ~lrfed in this eJmaordinary waterfa!' 

In three days we cornpleated our buIlnefs in 
this place, and were impatieM to depqrt, that we 
might anive time enough on the coaft: of Mexi­
co, to intercept the galleon; but the wind, be­
ing contrary, detained us a night; and next day, 
when we had gained an offing, while we were 
hovering alJout in hopes of getting fight of the 
Gloucefter, we .on the 20th difcerned a fmall 
fail to the northward of us, to yvhich we gave 
chace, and coming up with her took h!=r. She 
proved to be a bark from Panama, called the 
Je~q Nazareno~ laden wi~h Qak\-1m, ro~k faIt, 

and 
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find a fmall quantity of money topurchafe a cat'­
go of pro\Tifions at Cheripe, an inconfiderable 
village on the continent, which, however, has a 
good market, from whence future voyagers~ in 
cafe of necemty, may be plentifully fllpplied. 

On the I 'Zth of September we joined the 
Gloucefler, who informed t)S, that, in tacking 
to the fouthward, on her firft approach towards 
the Wand, the had fprung her fore-top-rnaft, 
which ha,d difabled ~er from working to wind~ 
ward, and prevented her from joining us 
fooner. We now fcuttled and funk the J efu 
Nazareno,and, on the 12th of December, flood 
to theweftward, having previouOy delivered 
freOl inftrt.Ctions for the conduCt of the fleet. 
We had now little doubt Of arriv;ing foon e­
nough upon Qur intended ftation, as we expeCt­
ed, upon the increafing our offing fromQuibo, 
[0 fall in with the regular trade-wind, but, to 

our extreme vexation, we were baffled fQr near 
a month, fo that it was the 25th of December 
before we faw the iOand of Cocos, which. aC­
cording to our reckoning, was only 100 leagues 
from the continent, and even then we had, the 
mortification to make fo little way, that we did 
not lofe fight of that ifiand- again in- five days. 
This iOand we found to be in the la~. of 5 deg. 
20 min; N. 

We had flattered ourfelves, that the uncertain 
.!lnd weftern gales we met with were owing to 
~he neighl:?ourpood of the continent) from which~ 

~s 
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as Vie got more diftant, we hoped to be relieved 
by falling in with the eaftern trade-wind; but 
in this too being difappointed, we began 'at 
length to defpair of the great purpofe we had in 
view. This produced a general deje&ion a. 
mong us, as we had at £irft confide red the pro­
ject as almoft infallible, and had indulged our­
felves in the moft boundlefs hopes of the advan­
tages we ihould thence receive. However, our 
defpondency was, in fome meafure, alleviated 
by a favourable change of the wind; and, as 
we now advanced a.-pace towards our ftation, 
our hopes began again to revive. On the 17th 
of January, we were advanced to the lat. of 
12 deg. 50 min. N. and, on the 26th of Ja­
nuary, finding oUl'felves to the northward of. 
Acapulco, we tacked and frood to the eaftward, 
with a view of making the land; and we ex­
pected, by our reckonings, to have fallen in 
with it on the 28th, yet, though the weather 
was perfeCtly clear, WI;! had no fign of it at fun­
fet; about ten at night we difcovered a light 
on the larboard bow, bearing from us N. N. E. 
and, foon after, the Trial's prize made the fig­
nal for feeing a fail. As we had none of us any 
doubt but that what we faw was a1hip's light, we 
were all extremely animated with a firm perfua-. 
fion that jt was the Manilla galleon, that had 
been fo long the object of our willies. We 
immediately caft off the Carmelo, and preffed 
~orward with aU our canvas, making a fign~l 
tor the Gloucefter . to do the fame. Thus we 

chafed 
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chaced the light, keeping all our ha.ds at their 
refpetl:ive quarters, under an expectation of en­
gaging within half an hour, as we fometimes con­
~eived the chace to be about a mile diftant, and 
at other times to be within reach of ou:; guns. 
In this conftant and eager attention we conti­
nued all night, always prefuming that another 
quarter of an hour would bring us up to this 
Manilla !hip, whofe wealth we now eftimated at 
round millions: bllt, when day-light came, we 
were moit vexatiouOy difappointed, by finding 
that the light which had occafioned all this ex­
pectancy, was only a fire on the {hore. At fun­
rHing, after this mortifying delufion, we found 
ourfelves about nine leagues off land, extending 
from the N. W. to E. half N. On this land 
we obferved two remarkable hammocks, which 
bore N. from us, and which a Spaninl pilot and 
two Indians affirmed to be over the harbour of 
Acapulco; hut we found them egregiouOy mif­
taken, thefe being in 17 deg. 56 min. whereas 
Acapulco lies in 17 deg. only. 

Being now in the track of the Manilla gal~ 
e leon, it was a doubt with us, as it was near the 

end of January, whether !he was or was not ar­
rived: but, examining our prifoners about itt 
they aifllred llS, !he was fometimes known to 
corne in after the middle of FebruarY'; and they 
endeavollred to.perfuade us, that ~hefire we had 
feen on Glore was a proof tbat ilie was yetae 
fea~. it b"~ingcuftomary, 'as they faid, to make 
ufe of thefe fires as fignals for her direCtion when 

the 
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1he. continued out longer than ordinary. On this' 
reafonlng of our prifoners, we refolved to cruife 
for her I fome days, and we accordingly fpread 
our fbips at the diftance of 12 leagues from the 
eoaft, in fuch a manner that it was impoffible 
ihe 1hould pafs us uDobferved; however, not: 
f~eing her foon, we were very folicitous to gain 
[orne pofitive intelligence. With this view the 
Commodore refolved to fend a boat under cover 
of the night into the harbour of Acapulco, to 
fee if the Manilla fhip was there or not. To ex­
ecute this enterprize, the bai-ge was difpatched 
the 6th of February, carrying a fufficienr crew 
and two officers, as alfo a Spanifb pilot and an 
Indian. Our barge did Dot return till the I I th, 
when the officers acquainted Mr. Anfon, that 
they had miftaken the harbour, and that Aca­
pulco lay a confiderable diftance more to the 
eaftward, and that, not having a fufficient quan­
tityof provifions for their paffage thither, they 
were obliged to return to make known their dif­
appointment. On this intelligence we made fail 
to the eaftward, and the next day we difpatched • 
the barge, with particular inftruCtions to keep 
at a fufficient diftance not to be feen from the 
fuore. We watched fix days without receiving 
any intelligence, fo that we began to be uneafy 
for her rafety; but on the 7th day fhe returned 
with advice, that, being at the very place they 
fought for, though they were then ignorant of 
their fituation, they furprized a fifhing canoe 
with three negroes, 'who told us that the Manilla 

galleon 
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galleon arrived at Acapulco on the 9th of Ja .. 
nuary. but that, having ~elivered her cargo, ihe 
was taking in water and ptovifions in order tal 

return; and that the Viceroy of Mexico had by' 
prodamationfixed her departure from' Aca­
pulco [0 the 14th of March. This laft news 
was moft joyfully received by us~ fince we had 
no doubt but lhe muft fall into our hands; and 
it was much more eligible to feiit her ori ,her 
return, than it would have beed to have taken 
her before her arrival, as the money for which 
fhe had fold her cargo, and which {he would 
now have on board, would be much more 
efteemed by us than the cargo itfelf. Thus we 
were a fecond time engaged in an eager expec" 
tation of meeting with this Manilla lhip, which, 
by the fame of its wealth, We had been taught 
to confider as the moft defitable capture that 
was to be made on any part of the ocean. 

As it was the 19th of February when the barge 
returned, and brought us our intelligence, and 
the galleon was not to fail till the 3d of March; 
the Commodore refolved to continue the great .. 
"eft 'part of the intermediate time in his prefent 
ftation to the weft ward of Acapulco, in order to 
avoid a difcovery from the fuore. During this 
interval we were employed in getting all thirigg 
in readinefs to engage; and, when the long .. 
wilhed·for 3d sf Match came, we were all fa 
ihongly ptepofi'eifed with the certij.iilty of our 
intelligence, and with an a!furance of her corn6 

ing 01:J~ of port, that fame or other of us were: 
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conftantly imagining that they difcovered one of 
our cutters returning with a fignal; but, to our 
extreme v€xation, both this day and the fuc~ 
ceeding night paired away without any news of 
her approach. However, we did not yet de­
fpair, nor did we abate of our vigilance: but, 
after remaining till the 25th of March, we at 
length concluded, and we afterwards found it 
to be true, that we had been difcovered, and 
that in confequence an embargo had been laid 

- upon the galleon, and her departure poftponed 
till the next year. 

The cutters, having on that day finifued their 
cruife before the harbour, returned to the fqua. 
dron, and the fignal being given for the fleet [0 

join, it was determined to retire to Cheq uetan, 
to take in a freib fupply of water, which waS 
then nearly exhaufted. In the mean time, a 
cutter, commanded by Mr. Hughes, Lieutenant 
of the Trial's prize, was ordered to continue otT 
the harbour of Acapulco for 24 days, in order 
that, if the galleon ibould fet fail in that time, 
we might be fpeedily informed of it. 

On the 5th of April we entered the harbour 
of Chequetan, in lat. 17 deg. 36 min. N. about 
iio leagues to the weftward of Acapulco. The 
watering-place has the appearance of a large 
!tanding lake, without any vifible outlet into the 
fea, from which it is feparated by a part of the 
{hand. The origin of this lake is a fpring that 
bubbles Out ofche ground, near half a mile 
within the country., We found its water a ~i~le 

bracki!h~ 



C01(MOOOREANSON's VOYAGE. 347 

brackiih, but more confiderably fo towards the 
fea fide; for the nearer w~ advanced towards 
the fpring-head, the fofter and frellier it proved. 
This laid us under a neceffity of filling all our 
calks from the farthefr part of the lake, which 
was facilitated by means of canoes which tra~ 

verfed the lake, and brought a number of fmall 
caiks to the fide next the beach; thence thewa· 
ter was fiarted into larger veffds in the boats. 
and by that contrivance brought on board with 
very little trouble. 

As the country hereabouts, particularly the 
tract of cQaj} contiguous to Acapulco, appea~­
ed to be well peopled and cultivated, we hoped 
to have eafily procured from thence fame freih 
proviGons, and other refreiliments, which we 
now H:ood m\:lch in need of. To facilitate thefe 
views, the. Commodore, the morning after we 
came to an anchor, ordered a party of 40 men 
well armed to march into the country, and to 
endeavour to difcover fome town where they 
were to attempt to fet on foot a correfpondence 
with the inhabitants; for, when we had once 
begun this intercourfe, we doubted not but by 
proper prefents we ihould allure them to bring 
down to us whatever fruits or frefu provifions 
were in their power. As our prizes abounded 
with vadous forts of coarfe merchandize, which 
were of little confequence to us, though to them 
they would be extremely valuable, our people 
were directed on this occafion to proceed with 
the greateft circumfpeEtion, and to make as little 

y y 2, ofienta~ion 



348 COMMODOIlE ANSON's VOY AGE~ 

o1tentation of hoftility as pomble; for we were 
fehfible we could find no wealth in thofe parts 
'worth our notice; and what neceffaries we real­
ly wanted, we expected would be better, and 
more abundantly fupplied, by an open, amicabk 
traffic, than by violence and force of arms. But 
this epdeavour of opening a commerce with the 
inhabitants proved ineffectual, and therefore w~ 
defifted from any mqre attempts of the fflme 
nature, contenting ourfelves with what we coulc;l 
procure for ourCelves in the neighbourhood of 
the port where we lay. We caught Bib inabun­
dance; among the reft cavallies, bream, mul. 
lets, foals) fiddle- filh~ af)d lobfters; ;llld we here, 
and in no other place, met with that extraordi­
nary fifh called the Torpedo, which is in {hape 
very much refembling the fiddle-fifh, and is on­
ly diftinguilhed from it in appearance by a 
brown circular fpot of about the bignefs of a 
crown. piece near the center of its back. This 
filh is, . indeed, of a moft fingular nature, be­
m1mbing whoever touches it all over his body, 
but more particularly that limb which happen~ 
to come in immediate con taB: with it. The 
fame effect,' too, will be in fome degree produced 
by touching the fiih with any thing held in the 
hand; and it has lately been difcovercd, that it 
may be communicated like theeleB:rical ihock 
to a large 6rcle, by means of a certain appara­
tus much more fimple than that which is ufed 
in experiments in eleB:ricity. 
. The animals which we met with on i,hol'e 

were 
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were chiefly gl1anoes, with which the country 
;,tbpllnds, and which are by fame reckoned deli ... 
cious food. We faw no beafts of prey, excep~ 
we fhould efteem that amphibious crea,ture the 
~lligator as fuch, feveral ()f which our people 
difcovered, but none of them very large. It is, 
however, certain, that there were grea~ n,"lmbe~s 
of tygers in the woods, though none of ~heql 
happened to mal~e their appearance while we 
re~aif!ed upon the coaft. Parrots a,ndphea­
fants W~re found in plenty, but ~y no rpeans 
proper for food, being dry ~n9tafle1efs, thou.gh 
they were often kill~d aI1d e;lten,q~in.g by forP~ 
thought preferable to faIt proviJiOQs. _ 

The papah, lime, and a little four plumb, 
were :j.llthe fruits the woods furnifhed, and of 
thefe there were but a fcanty portion; nOr w~:; 
there any other ufeful vegetable, e~cept 9r()0~­
lime, which, being efteemed an ao.tilcorb\,l.tic~ 
was frequently eaten, though from its bitternefs 
it was exceedingly unpalatable. 

While we lay at Chequetan, it was refolved, 
after mature deliberation, to deftroy all our 
prizes, as the whole number of men on boar\l 
our [quadron did not amount to the comple­
ment of a fourth-rate man·of-wa,r~ It was there",; 
fore judged moft prudent to fet fire to the fhipS3 
and to divide the men between the Centurion 
and Gloucefter, nqw preparing to fet fail for 
~hina~ Befides the neceffary repairs. for a voyage 
of fuch length, the removal of their flores and 
~argoes into the men-of-war took up fo ~uch 

time, 
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time, that 'it was the end of A prji tefore we 
were in a condition to leave the place. 

It ihould have been remarked, that, from this 
harbour of Chequetan we difcovered but one 
pathway through the woods into the country; 
and as this was much beaten, we were from that 
circumfrance convinced, that it was not unfre­
quented by the natives. As it pa{fed by the 
fpring~head, and was the only avenue by which 
the Spaniards could approach to furprize us, we 
at fome diftance beyond the [pring head felled 
feverallarge trees, and laid them one upon ano­
ther acrofs the path, and at this barricadoe we 
conftantly kept a guard. We, befides, ordered 
our men employed in watering, to have their 
arms always in readinefs, in cafe of an alarm, 
and to march inftantly to this poft. And, though 
our principal intention herein was to preveat our 
being difturbed by the enemy's horfe, yet it an­
fwered another purpofe, which was, to hinder 
our people from ftraggling fingly into the coun­
try, where we had reafo'n to believe they would 
be furprized by the Spaniards, who would doubt­
lefs be very folicitous to pick up fome of thein, 
in hopes of getting intelligence of our futme 
defigns. To avoid this inconvenience the fhic­
teft orders were given to the centinels, to let no 
perron wha~ever pafs beyond this poft; but, 
notwithfl:anding this precaution, we miffed one 
Lewis Legere, who was the Commodore's cook. 
As he was a Frenchman and a Roman Catholic, 
it was at firf!: imagined that he had deferred 

with 
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with a view of betraying all that he knew to 
the enemy; though this appeared, by the event, 
to be an ill-grounded furmife; for it was after­
wards known, that he had been taken by fome 
Indians, who carried him prifoner to Acapulco~ 
from whence he was tranfported to Mexico, 
and thence to Vera Cruz, where he was {hipped 
on board a veffel bound to Old Spain. But, the 
veffel being obliged, by fome accident, to put 
into Lillion, Legere efcaped onili6re, and was 
by the Britilli Conful fent ftom thence to Eng­
land; where he gave the fira authentic account 
of the fafety of the Commodore, and of his 
principal tranfaCtions in the South Seas. 

The relation he gave of his own feiiure, was, 
that he rambled into the woods, at fome dif­
tance from the barricadoe where he had firft 
attemped to pafs, but had been ftopt and 
threatened to be punillied; that his principal 
view was to gather a quantity of limes for his 
maf1er's {tores; and that in this occupation he 
was furprized unawares by four Indians, who 
mipt him naked, and carried him in that con­
dition to Acapulco, expofed to the ftorching 
heat of the fun, which at that time of the year 
!hone with its greateft violence; that afterwards, 
at Mexiczo, his treatment wall fuffkiehtly revere i 
fo that the whole courfe of his captivity was a 
continued inftance of the hatred which the Spa~ 
niards bear to all [hofe whoehdeil:vour to dif~ 
turb them in the peaceable poffeffion of the 
caaft's of the South Seas. Indeed, Legere's 

fortune 
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fortune was, upon the whole, extremely fingu" 
lar; as, after the hazards he had run in the 
Commodore's [quad ron, and the feverities he 
had fuffered in his 10(10' confinement among the 
enemy, a more fatal difai1er attended him oli 
his return to England; for though, when he 
arrived in London, fame of Mr. Anfon's friends 
interefted themfelves in relieving him from the 
poverty to which his captivity had reduced him; 
yet he did not long enjoy the benefit of their 
humanity, fince he was killed in an infignificant 
night-brawl, the caufe of which could fcarcely 
ever be difcovered. 

When we were neceffitated to proceed to 
Chequetan to recruit our water, the Commo­
dore confidered thdt our arrival in that harbour 
would foon be known at Acapulco; and there. 
fore he hoped, that on the intelligence of our 
being employed in that port, the galleon might 
put to fea, efpecially as Chequetan is fo very 
remote from the courfe generally free red by the 
galleons: he therefore ordered the cutter, as has 
already been noticed, to cruife twenty· four days 
off the Pon of Acapulco, and her Commander 
was directed, on perceiving the galleon under 
fail, to make the beft of his way to the Com­
modore at Chequetan. As the Centurion was 
certainly a much better failor than the galleon, 
Mr. Anron, in this cafe, refolved to have gOt 
to fea as foon as pomble, and to have purfued 
the galleon acrofs the Pacific Ocean; however; . 

the 
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.the Viceroy of MexIco ruined this projef(~ by 
detaining the galleon in pon all the year. 

Towards the latter end of April. all things 
being in readinefs for failing. the Centurion and 
Gloucefter weighed anchor. and, after having 
gained an offing, the prizes were fet on fire. 
and a canoe fixed to a grapple in the middle of 
the harbour, with a bottle in it, well corked, 
inciofing a letter to Mr. Hughes, directing him 
to go back immediately to his former fiation 
before Acapulco, where he wOllld find Mr. 
AnfoD, who refolved to cruife for him in that 
ftation fome days. Indeed, it was no [mall mor­
tification to us, now we were at rea, and th~ 
ftormy feafon approaching, that we werecie;­
tained by the abfence of the cutter, arid under 
a necemey of ftanding towards Acapulco if! 
fearch of her. As the time of her cruiie had 
been expired near a fortnight. we fufpected 
'that fi)e had been difcovered from the thon~, 
and that the Governor of Acapulco haq there'­
upon fent out a force to feize her; whith,as 
fhe carried but fix hands, was no very difficult 
enterprize. However, this being only conjec. 
ture, the Commodore~ as foon as he was got 
clear of the harbour of Chequetan, froad along 
the coaft to the eaftward in fearch of her; and, 
to prevent her from pailing by us in the dark, 
we brought-to every night, and carried ligh(s 
which the cutter could not but perceive. 

By the 2d of May we were advanced within 
three leagues of Acapulco; and, having feen 
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nothing of our boat, we gave her over for loft ; 
which, befides the compaffionate concern for 
our fhipmates, and for what it waS apprehended 
they might have fu!fered, was in itfelf a mif:' 
fonune, which in our prefent fcarcity of hands 
we were greatly interefted in; finee the crew of 
the cutti~r were the flower of our people, pur­
pofely pieked out for this fervice, as known to 
be, everyone of them~ of tried and approved 
refoll1tion, and as fkilful [eamen as ever trod a 
deck. 'I,-Ioweve,r, as it was the general belief 
among us, that they were taken and carried into 
Acap'ulco, the Commodore's prudence fuggefted 
a projett which we hoped would recover them. 
This was founded on our having many Spanilh 
and Indian prifoners onDoard, fome of them of 
quality. The Commodore, therefore, wrote a 
letter to the Governor of Acapulco, telling 
hi~l, that he would re1eafe them all, pro~ided 
the Governor returned the cutter's crew. This 
leue~ was' difpat'ched by a Spanilh o~cer~ ~f 
whofe honour we had a high opini,on, and who 
was furnifued with a launch belonging to one 
of our prizes, and a crew of Spaniards, who 
g~ve their parol1efor their return. The Spani1h, 
officer, too, befides the Commodore's letter, car .. 
ried with him a Jc:>int petition,figned by all the 
reU: of the prifopers, befeeching tpe Governor 
to acquiefce in the terms propored for their li­
berty. But while we were thus. contriving their 
releafe, the centinel called out from the maftg 
nead, thi:l.t he faw a boat under fail at a confi. 

derable 
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aerable diftance to the fouth.eaftward, which, 
to our unfpeakable joy, upon her nearer ap­
proach, we found was our own cutter, the wan 
and meagre countenances of whofe crew, the 
length of their beards, and the feeble and hol­
low torie of their voices. convinced us that they 
had fuffered much greater hard!hips than could 
be expeCled from even the feverities of a Spa~ 
nilh prifon. They' were obliged to be helped 
into the !hip, and were immediately put to bed; 
where, by reft, and nourithing diet, with which 
they were plentifully fupplied from the Com­
modore's table, they recovered their health and 
vigour. And now we leamt that they had kept 
the fea the whole time of their abfence, which 
was above fix weeks; that, when theyhad finithed 
their cruife, and had juft begun to ply to the 
weftward, in order to join the fquadron, a ftrong 
adverfe current had forced them upwards of 80 
leagues to leeward, where they found every 
where fo great a furf, that there was no po!h~ 
bility of landing; that they paired fome day~ 
in the moft dreadful fituation, without wat~r;, 
having no other means left them t9 allay their 
thirfl: than fucking the blood of the turtles 
which they caught; that at laft, giving up aU 
hopes of [uccour, the heat of the climate too 
augmenting their neceffities, and rendering their 
fufferings in[upportable, they abandoned them­
felves to defpair, fully perfuadcd that they 
:lhould periCh by the moftterrible of all deaths; 
but that foon after a moft unexpected incident 

Z Z 2 happily 
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happily relieved them; for there fell fo heavy 
a rain, that, on fpreading their fails horizontally, 
and putting bullets in the centers of them, they 
caught as much water as filled their cafks; 
that immediately upon this fortunate fupply, 
they Hood to the weftward in queft of the 
Commodore, and being now luckily favoured 
by a fhong current, they joined him in lefs than 
50 hours from that time, after having been ab$ 
rent in the whole full 43 days. 

And now having, to our entire fatisfaCtion, 
got on board our people, and the feafon of the 
year for failing to Afia being far (we found it 
too far) advanced, the Commodore refolved not 
to wait for any return from Acapulco, but gave 
orders to equip two large prize launches, to 

carryon fuore the Spanifu and Indian prifoners, 
both from ourfelves and the Gloucefter; and, 
having given them provifi6ns and all neceifaries 
for Panama, whither they intended to fail, a­
bout four in the evening they left us, to the 
number of about fixey perfons, having Brrt, 
though enemies, obferved the curtom of fea­
faring people at parting, and wilbed llS a prof­
perous voyage. 

From the 6th of May, the day we took our 
departure, we met with little remarkable for 
above a month, except that the true trade~ 
wind, which is faid never to fail at about fixty 
or f:venty leagues from the ibore of Mexico at 
the fartheft, was fo far from anfwering our ex­
peaations, that we had nothing but crofs winds, 

fqualls, 
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fqualls, rain; thunder and lightning, till by ac­
taunt we were 600 leagues to the weft ward of 
Acapulco, having been above 40 days in getting 
fo far. The 9th, we found the foremaft fprung 
in a dangerous manner, and thereupon fifhed 
and fecured it very ftrongly. 

The 22d in the evening, We {prung a leak, 
making 12 inches Water in a watch, and on a 
fearch found it to be on the larboard fide, a .. 
breaft the main hatch-way, and not quite under 
water. The carpenters foon ftopt it with very 
little trouble. 

The 11th of June, we found a current to fet 
to the fouthward, about 24 miles a day, but 
could not difcover whether to the eaft or weft, 
for want of opportunity to try it. This w;::.s by 
account about 450 leagues from Acapulco; and, 
much about this time, abundance of fcorbutic 
fymptoms, fuch as blacknefs in the fkin, hard 
nodes in the Befh, fhortnefs of breath, and a. 
general laffitude and weaknefs of all the parts~ 
began to prevail, almofl: univerfaBy, among 
our people. This, with the great mortality we 
experienced from this diftemper in our Cape 
Horn pafTage, and the time we might frill ex­
pect to be at fea, having yet 1800 leagues to 
thofe iOands caUed, by Sir Francis Drake, the 
Ladrones, or Wands of Thieves, from the 
thieviili difpofition of the inhabitants, but by 
the Spaniards the Marian Illands, where only 
we could expect our next refrefhments; and 
no trade-wind being yet fettled ;-thde c?nfi~ 

d()rat!ons~ 
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detations, I fay, gave us dreadfu, apprehen. 
!ions of what this paffage might terminate in t 
and the event lhewed that' we had but too much 
reafon for them. 

The 14th, at five in the evening, the Glou­
eeiler, having fprung the head of her main-mafr, 
I z feet below the truffel.trees, fired a gun as a 
fignal of difttefs, on which we brought to, and 
waited for her; and, after enquiring into, and 
hearing the caufe, we rent them on board two 
carpenters to affift in filhing and fecuring it; 
but the carpenters in> concert, having viewed 
and confide red the damage, reported, the next 
day, that the mail: was unfit to frand, and 
would not bear repairing; but that it muft be 
fuortened 26 feet from the head, and the top­
maft be 'fet on the ftump. This, therefore, 
was concluded on, and ordered accordingly. 

The 23d, we found our own main-top-matt 
. fprung in the wake of the cap; whereupon we 
reefed it 20 inches, that is, we lowered it fo 
much, and fecured it there, and fleeted and 'fet 
up the furouds and back.ftays. 

The 24th, in the evening, we got the top .. 
maft down, and put up another in its place, and 
a man falling overboard, we brought the fuip 
to, and took him up fafe; likewife, the flings 
of ourcrofsjack-yards being broke, we fixed new 
ones, and the next day got up the fore· top-gal-
lant maft and yard. . 

The 27th, we made the Gloucefter fignaI. 
and fent our boat on board of her. 

The 
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The 28th, we received from the Glouceftero 

half an anchor-frock, for a farther fecurity to 
the fore-mail:. 

The ~9th, the Gloucefter finifhed her jury­
maft, and ma,d~ fail 00 it. Nothing farther' 
remarkable till 

July 1ft, we had freib gales, and cloudy wea" 
ther, with fome lightning. 

Tile 2d, we unbent the fore-fail, and bent anoo 
there We had, not only now, but for almo11; 
our whole paffage, abundance of birds of prey, 
alfo flying fith, which are their proper food, 
~nd vaft quantities of fkipjacks, albicores, &c. 
whereof we took a great number~ which contri­
buted much to our refrethment after the lofs 
of the tortoifes, that generally leave all ~ip~ 
about twenty or thirty leagues off the land .. I 
th,ink this the more worthy of notice, becapfe 
J?ampier, Rogers, Cook, C<;>wley, and moil 
other voyagers, fome of whom haye been. 1100t 

only once, but feveral times on this voyage, 
have reported, tha,t they never faw: 4!- fiili or 
fowl in this whole run. I will not f""y, as I\:1r~ 
Co.ok frequently does, when any other p;:rfon's . 
account does not happen to fquare exaCtly with 
what himfelf has obferved, viz. "Wha.t credit 
is to be given to fuch authors ?~' never making 
allowances for contingencies which might or 
mjght not happen, and wh ich wOllld better have 
difplayed his own impartiality, than a dogmatical 
C;:Qnd~roQation of every oth~r perrOQ, wjtho~t 

if!x?rm~ 
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examination. For my part, I readily believe 
:tl'ld conclude, that this difference in our obfer­
vations and accounts is really occafioned by the 
different feafons of the year in which we happen­
ed to perform this paffage; it being a known 
truth, and confirmed by the experience of thou­
fands in all ages, that mofr fi(h have their diffe.., 
rent feafons for their different rendezvoufes. 

The loth, we faw three gannets, Of, as they 
call them in Scotland, foland geefe; being, by 
what I can learn from the mofr intelligent of 
that nation whom I have converfed with, and 
who often have opportunity to opferve them in 
feveral different pa-rts, of one and th~ fame fpe­
des; we likewife faw fame fee weeds; both 
which circumfrances made us imagine that fame 
iflands or fhoals were not far off, thofe fowls 
never being obferved to fly very far ouno fea. 

The loth, we qnbent the fore-tap-fail, and 
bent another. ' 

The 12th, at noon, we werc~, by my account, 
180 deg. II min. to the wefrward of the meri.,. 
dian of London, which isjufr II min. more than 
half round the globe, for wh ich reafon I note it. 
We were at this time, by my account, 1429 
leagues diftant from the port of Acapulco. 

From this time till the 16th we ha.cl freib gaks, 
with fqualls and rain. . 

The 17th and 18th, We had moderate and 
~loudy weather. 

The ! 9th and 20th, frefh gales, with abun­
dance 
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dance of rain. We made this obfervation~ that, 
with rainy weather, or even flight tranGent 
fhowers, the £lfh bit more freely, and were 
caught in greater numbers, than with fair wea­
ther; which made our fifhermen the more at­
tentive at fuch times. It was likewife remark­
ed. that the Gloucefter, when they could find 
opportunity to £lib, had always much greater 
1uccefs than we; whether their fifhermen had 
more art than ours, or whatever elfe occafioned 
it, the faa: is true. They had alfo a better 
way of difpofing of them, when taken, if I 
may be allowed to judge, than we; for Capt. 
Mitchell conftantly ordered feveral boys, who 
were very dexterous at it, to catch fiih for the 
!hip's company, efpecially the fick; and thofe 

. were Very juftly and regularly divided among 
them: whereas our fifhermen were left at liberty 
to make their advantage of what they took, and 
to prey upon their fuffering fhipmates; and they 
took care not to over!1ip the opportunity, for the 
leaft £lfh you could purchafe of them would coft 
you a bottle of brandy; which, at this time, 
was worth four~ or perhaps fix, and fometimes 
even eight fhillings, or half a guinea; and you 
muft be very thankful, and acknowledge yourfelf 
to be highly obliged into the bargain, or eIfe ex­
peCt none next time, and very often fail 'of it 
notwithftanding. About this time our people 
began to die very faft, and, I believe, above 
five parts out of, fix of the ihip's company were 
ill, and expeCted to follow in a iliort time. 

VOL. II. 3 A Thofe, 
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Thofe, whofe breath was any ways affeB:ed, 
dropt off immediately; but thofe: who were 
attacked firfl: in the more remote parts of the 
body, langllifhed generally a month or fix 
weeks; the di!1emper advancing, in the mean 
time, ~owards the lungs~ by a very regular and 
ienfible approach. As I was myfelf ~lI1e of 
thofe who were feverely affliCted in this latter 
manner? 1 tball give fuch an account of its pro­
grefs, as I found by experience in myfelf, and 
corroborated by the fimilar report of my fellow­
fufferers. I was firfl: taken, about the begin­
ning of this month, with a flight pain on the 
joint of my left great toe; but, having hurt 
that a little while before, I imagined it to be the 
effect of that hurt, and minded it the lefs-(bllt 
here I [hali oblerve, once for all, that if ever 
any part of t.he body had received a bruife, {hain~ 
or contuGon, if not pert~eCtly cured, the [curvy 
was fure to attack that part fidl:); but, in a lit­
tle time, a larg~ black fpot appearing on the 
part affected, with very intenfe pains at the 
bone, gave me to underftand my cafe. I now 
took phylic often, by way of prevention, but 
to little purpoie: feveral hard nodes now began 
to rife in my legs, thighs, and arms, and not only 
many more black [pots appeared in the ikin, but 
thore fpread, till my legs anel thighs were for 
the moil part as black as a negroe; and this ac­
compJoied with fuch excellive palOS in the joints 
of the knr:.:s, ancles,and toes, as I thought, ' 
before I experiericed the;m, that human nature 

could 
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could never have fupported. It next advanced 
to the mouth; all my teeth were prefently loofe, 
and my gums, over-charged with extravafated 
blood, fell down almofr quite over my teeth: 
this occafioned my breath to fmell much, yet: 
without affeCting my lungs; but, 1 believe, 
one week more at fea would have ended roe, 
and le[s than a month more, all the reH. One 
thing was very remarkable, and likewife uoiver­
faI, which was, that, when the diftemper had 
far prevailed, if the affiiCted perf on lay quiet: in 
his hammock, he feemed to be perfectly well 
and hearty; but, if he was removed out of ie, 
on any necemey, he immediately fainted away; 
and this was always a lure fign of the party's 
diifolution. 

Since our pailing Cape Horn, our furgeon, 
Henry Ettrick, who was a very good practical fur­
geoD, had been very bufy in digefting a theory 
of fcurvies, wherein he enumerated many cafes 
very particularly, having been allowed to open 
and examine ,as many bodies as were abul'ldantly 
fufhcient for that purpofe. His fyftem was 
principally grounded on the obfervations made 
on a long paifage in a very cold climate. He 
took abundance of pains to prove, by many 
inftances, that the tone of the blood was broken 
by the cold nipping air. and rendered fo thin. 
as to be unfit for circulation, or any other of 
the ufes of life; and being thus deprived of a 
proper force and vigour" ftagnation and death 
muft necdfarily enfue. From. this [uppoGtion, 

:3 1\ ~ he . 
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he had laid it down as an infallible rule, that 
food of a glutinous nature, fuch as fait filh, 
bread, and feveral forts of grain, were alone 
proper on fuch voyages. As for liquids, I know 
not which he had pitched on, as the moil: falu­
tary, on this occafion. Bur this paffage, in a 
very hot climate, where the fymptoms were not 
only more dreadful, but the mortality much 
more quick and fatal, in proportion to the num­
ber of people, put our iCheming dottor to a 
fad non-plus: he could not account for this on 
thejame principles with the other; nay, they 
mu11: be, in a manner, diametrically oppofite. 
All this obliged him at laft (though he was 
frill endeavouring to reconcile contradittions), 
to own, that, though fome of the concurrent 
cauCes of this difeafe were plain enough, yet 
the grand cauCe was certainly the long continl1~ 
ance at fea, or an en tire jecret; and that no 
cure but the fuore would ever be effeCtual. The 
Commodore, on this great mortality, having 
by him a quantity of W ard'~ pills and drops, in 
order to experience whether they would be of 
any ufe, firft tried them on himfelf, and then 
gave what he had left to the furgeon, to admi~ 
nifter to fuch of the fick people as were willing 
to take them. The furgeon would not recom­
mend them to any perfon, but feveral took them; 
though I know of none who believed they were 
of any fervice to them. They worked moil: 
people who took them very violently, both by 
vomit and 11:001: after which, as feveral told 

me~ 
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me, they would [eem to be a little eafier, tho~ 
weaker, for perhaps a day or two, but then they 
always relapfed, and became worfe than befort: ; 
and 'this, together with the inefficacy of all that 
our fmgeons could do in the cafe, fufficiently 
.1hewed the vanity of attempting the cure of this 
diitemper at fea. 

And here, before I quit this fubjeCl:, I !hall 
endeavour to remove a prejudice, under which 
the afflicted have long feverely fuffered ~ and 
that is, from the notion generally prevalent, 
that none but the lazy are attacked with this 
diforder; whereas, the direct contrary is the 
truth; our experience having abundantly fuewn, 
that the moil: laborious, active, ftirring perfons 
were ofteneft feized with this dileafe; and the 
continuation of their labour, inftead of curing, 
only helped to kill them the fooner. 

Many undeniable in~LlnCe:~ might be given of 
this in our voyage; and, if future voyagers 
will give themfelves the trouble of obferving 
this hereafter, I am certain trat the event will 
correfpand with my affertion; nor does this 
dittemper, in a general way, incline people to 
indolence, till it is come to that height, that, 
at the leaft motion, the perfon is ready to faint. 
It is certain, that, if the perfon afflicted ddires 
to lengthen out his life as long ashe can, his 
beft way is to ftir as little as pallible. This I 
have feen verified by many inftances. 

Tht:; ~3d ;;lQd Hch, we reefed and repaired our 
fJggIng~ 
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rigging, which had fuffeted much in the va­
riable weather. 

The 26th, being, accerding to our reckoning, 
300 leagues from the Ladrones, we met with a 
wefterly wind, which did not come about again 
in four days. This was a moft difpiriting inci­
dent, as we were all that while forced to lie to, the 
current infenfibly driving us out of our courfe. 

The 27th, our gunner, Henry Kipps,died of 
the fcurvy, being one of the moft able-bodied 
men, as well as the moft aCtive in the fhip : he 
had taken Ward's medicines once or twice. 

On the 28th, we had calms with much rain, 
and received from the Gloucefter 20 caiks of 
flour and four of groats. Having here an oc­
cafion of mentioning flour, it may not be amifs 
to take notice, that, fince our departur~ from 
Juan Fernandez, the principal officers had al­
ways foft bread new baked, the bifcuit being fo 
much worm· eaten, it was fcarce any thing but 
dua, and a little blow would reduce it to that 
ftate immediately. Our beef and pork were like­
wife very rufty and rotten; and the furgeon en­
deavoured to perfuade us from eating it, alledg­
ing it was, though a flow, yet a fme poi fan ; but: 
very little other food being to be had, we were 
reduced to a very deplorable condition. 

The 29th, in the morning, the Gloucefter's 
fore· cap fplitting, her fore-top-maft came by the 
board, and, in its fall, meeting with the fore-yard, 
broke it in the flings. As fhe was hereby ren., 

dered 
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dered incapable of making any fail for fome 
time, we were under a neceffity, as foon as a gale. 
fprung up, to take her in tow, and near 20 of 
the healthieft and ableft of our feamen were re­
moved from the duty of our own {hip, and were 
continued eight or ten days together to affift in 
repairing her damages; but thefe things, morti­
fying as we thought them, were only the com­
mencement of our misfortunes; for, fcarce had 
our people finifued their bufinefs in the Glou. 
cefter, before we met with a moft violent ftorm 
from the weftern board, which obliged us to lie 
to. This ftorm lafted from the loth to the 
13th of Auguft, attended with rain, thunder, and 
lightning, and fuch a lofty and dangerous fea as 
I have feldom feen, and could not have believed 
in latitudes between the Tropics, efpecially for 
fuch a long duration. Moft of the time we lay 
to, we drove to the northward; abundance of 
our people died daily; and, the fhip proving 
very leaky, every perf on who could ftir, the 
principal officers not excepted, was obliged to 
take his turn at the pumps, and all little enough 
to keep us above water. 

The 13th of AllgUft, at loin the morning, the 
Gloucefter made a fignal of diftrefs, and, being 

. to windward, bore down towards us; but we 
obferved {he was long in wearing, rolled very 
much, and made bad fteerage. About half an 
hour after noon they fpoke with us, and told us 
that they were [0 leaky that they muft quit their· 
filip; that they had feven feet water in the hold; 

gnd 
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and that all the\men they had capable of flirring 
were quite exhaulted with pumping, and could 
work no longer. This was an additional mis­
fortune. and teemed to be without refource ; for, 
whilft the Gloucefter's CfeW were thus enfeebled, 
our own fick were now fa much increafed, and 
thofe who frill remained in health, fa over-fa­
tigued with labour, that it was impoffible for us 
to lend them ~lnY aid: all, therefore, that could 
be done was to fend our boat on board for a 
more particulf1r account of the fuip's condition; 
as it was foon fufpeCted, that the taking her people 
on board U5, and then deflroying the Gloucef­
ter, was the only meafure that could be profe­
cuted in the prefent emergency both for the 
prefervation of their lives and of our own. 

Our boat 100n returned with a reprefentation 
of the melancholy fiate of the Gloucefier, and 
of her feveral defects, figned by Capt. Mitchell 
2.nd all his officers; by which it appeared, that 
the fuip was decayed in every part; that her 
crew was greatly reduced; that there remained 
alive no more than 77 men, officers included, 
J 8 boys, and two prifoners ; that of the whole 
number, only 16 men and I I boys were capable 
of keeping the deck, and feveral of thefe very 
infirm; that the water was 10 deep in the hold; 
that thofe who were yet alive were ftarving, and 
could neither come at frdh water nor provifions. 

From this reprefentation, which was in-no one 
inftance exaggerated, the Commodore rent im­

mediately 
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mediately an order to Capt. Mitchell, to bring 
his people on board the Centurion, and to take 
out fuch ftores as could moil eafily be come at, 
among which he was very deilrous of faving two 
cables, and a fheet anchor; but the fhip rolled fa 
much. and the men were fo exceffively fatigued, 
that it was with the greateft difficulty the prize­
money was fecured, (the prize-goods amounting 
to many thoufand pounds being abandoned): 
nor could any other provifions be got at, than 
five cai}{.s of flour, (three of which were fpoiled 
by the falt·water), a fmall quantity of brand'y, 
and iame living frock. Even this little builnefs 
was fo languiiliingly performed, that twO days 
were wafted in the execution, during which time 
three or four of the fick perifhed on being 
removed. 

As the weather was now calm, and we were 
uncertain how far diftant we might be from 
Guam, a fettlement in pOlleffion of the enemy, 
to whom the wreck of fuch a fhip with guns 
and ammunition on board would have been a 
very valuable acquifitlon, the Commodore judg­
ed the mofr effeCtual way to prevent her from 
falling into their hands was to fec her on fire: and 
accordingly, as loon as the Captain and his Offi­
cers had quitted her, the combllfribles placed 
for that' purpofe were lighted, and !he continu­
ed burning the whole night, and at fix the next: 
morning {he blew up. Thus periilied his Mil­
jefty's fuip the Gloucefter; and now, it might 
have been expected, that, being freed from 

VOL. n. 3 B the , 
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the ,embarraa~'nent in which her frequent difaf. 
tershrd;invoived U)i~ ~e iliould have proceeded 
on our wall much bri(ker tlhan we had hitherto 
done ... !-i~\;vever, we were foon taught, that 
am a'~Jxietie~ were no~ yet to be/relieved. 

Vil e . were at this t~me in the utmoft diftrefs ; 
the fnip canfide~abIy lumbered with prize-goods, 
and the [mall room we had left thronged with 
the lick, whofe numbers were now very much 
increaied with thole from the Gloucefter; the 
dirt, nal:1f~ol1fnefs, and ftench~ almoft every where 
intolerable; more people daily difabled with the 
diJt:~(e; np flgn of land, nor but very little wind, 
and [pat not fair but variable; very bad provifions 
and w~ttr, and theiliip very leaky; and, though 
we difeovered the leak to be in her bows on ea<:h 
fide' the 'fter~, it lay in fuch a manner that we 
couldnot frop it,. n,ay the attempting it rather 
made.it worfe. In this difhefs we made the beft: 

,. .' , " ' 

of every little [pure of wind. 
i>Juthing fanher remarkahle happened till 

Sunday the 22d, when, about eight in the even­
i..g? we c!ifcovtredtwo ifiands, one bearing W. 
half S. and ~he other S. W. by W.at the dii: 
tane e of about f 0 leagues. We were overjoyed 
at. this fight, and frood roward th.em with all our 
fa,d ; bur, there being little wind, we did not get 
near them. till the next day about noon, when 
being about three miles off thelargeft and moil: 
promiflng of them, which appeared very hilly 
and full of trees, we fent on {hore one of our 
Lieutenarlts)n the cutter to mak~ difcoveries, 

who 
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who returned at nine in the evening, and gave 
us but a very indifferent accOunt of the fhore. 
The trees were l)1oftly cocoa-nut-trees, of which 
there were prodigious quantities; about 60 co· 
coa nuts they brought on board with them, but 
they could find no water, nor any good place to 

anchor in: on this account it was thought fit to 
ftand further to the fouthward, for fome more 
proper place. This was a revere difappointment 
to moil: of the fick, who, on the fight of land, 
(or hearing that we were fa near it) had begun 
fenflbly to' revive: but as per[ons 1n fnch' cir­
cumftances are foon driven to defpond, when 
an aid [hey had depended upon deferts them. 
fo th1s difappointment deftrqyed our hopes, and 
increafed our dejection. We feared, that, if we 
met with more iOands in the faIT)e run. rh,ey 
might be either as bad, warfe, or inhabited by 
'Our enemies the Spaniards, who, in our weak 
condition) might eafily be able to hinder us from 
proper refrefhments: add to this, how near ma­
ny of us were to death, and how little we could 
expect to furvive any time in fearching for other 
iOands. 1 know not whet~er thefe were the ge~ 
neral thoughts of the fick, but I mufi own t!ley 
were mine, and made ourfimatiol1 at that time 
appear ten times worfe to m.e th~n at any other in 
t';ie whole courfe of our voyage. I was indeed 
very ill, and my illnefs might poffibly oecaGon 
every thing to appear in its worft 1i'ghr, yet I 
:lever was one of thofe who were frig.htened at 
the apprehenfion, or even the vifible approach~ 

3 B 2, of 
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of death; it had no unreafonable terrors in any 
of its profpetts to me; and I always could, and 
I hope always {hall be ready to meet it with 
calmnefs and perfect refignation: but I believe 
the heaithieft and ftouteft at that time had pro­
bably the greateft apprehenfions; and I have 
finee heard it from many of thofe, that they ex­
pected all to have perilhed, had we been fo little 
as three weeks longer at fea; and I much quef­
tion whether they were not right in that expec­
tation. 

On the 26th, at five in the morping, we faw 
three other iOands, bearing from S. E. by S. to 
N. E. the middlemoft of the three, which was 
the largeft, due E. 

I The 27th, at three in the afternoon, being 
got pretty near the {hore of tbe middlemofl: 
Wand, we fent our cutter and pinnace in-Lhore 
for difcovery. At four the pinnace came off, 
and brought with her an Indian paroo, with a 
Spaniard and four Indians, whom they took in 
l1er. They likewife told us, that they had in­
fhore a fmall bark of about l6 tons, and between 
20 and go more people on the iOand, all of whom 
had been fent there from Guam to kill cattle and 
hogs, and make jerked beef and cocoa nut-oil, 
&c. for the SpaniLh garrifon there; and that 
there are eonftantly people fent on that accounr~ 
who, after fame months ftayat that place, al'e 
relieved by freili parties for the fame purpofe. 
We fecured both bark and paroo, together with 
aU the Indians who fell into our hands, to hin-

de!,' 
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der their carrying intelligence of us to the Spa~ 
niards at Guam. One of thofe Indians was a 
carpenter by trade, and his father was one of the 
principal builders at Manilla. This young man, 
having been ill u[ed by the Governor at Guam, 
voluntarily entered with us, and became one of 
our carpenter's crew, and proved a very ufeful 
handy fellow. ,/' 

The Spaniard being examined as to the flate 
of the ifiand we were now approaching, the ac­
count he gave furpaffed even our moft fanguine 
hopes; and, tho' uninhabited, he faid, it wanted 
none of thofe accommodations w.ith which. the 
befl cultivated countries are furnifhed. On muf­
tering up our whole force, as we drew near, all 
the hands we could colleCt capable of any kind 
of duty, even on the moft preffing occafions., 
amounted to no more than 7 I men, officers in­
cluded. This number, inconfiderable as it may 
{eem, were all of the united crews of the Cen­
turion, Gloucefter, and Trial, that could move 
without being affifted, notwithflanding that. 
when we left England, they conGJted of near 
1000 men. 

W hen we had entered the road, our firfl bu­
finefs, after furling the fails and fecuring tbe 
fuip, was to provide an hofpital on fuOfl~ for the 
lick; but the officer and feamen who were 
rent upon this fervice, returned joyfully, and 
acquainted us, that the Indians on fuore had fav~ 
ed them that trouble, and had provided for us 
better than we could have done for ourfelves; 

for, 
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for, having ereCted a number oflittle cabbins for 
their accommodation during their refidenl:e on 
the iOand, and one in particular. which they 
made ufe of by way of ftorehoufe to ftow their 
provifions in, there could be nothing more fuit­
ably adapted for the reception both of the fick 
and the healthy than thefe ereCtions. Accord­
ingly, we inftantly began fending afhore as many 
of the lick as could pollibly be conveyed, among 
which number I'myfelfwas one; I fay, as many 
as could pollibly be conveyed, for we were all 
fo ~xtremely feeble and he/pIefs, that we were 
no otherwife to be landed than by being carried 
in our hammocks, both in and out of the boats, 
on mens fhoulders, in which fervice both the 
Commodore himfelf and his officers very hu­
manely ailifted; and, indeed, they were almoft 
the only perfons on board capable of perform­
ing it; the healthieft feamen being fo much en­
feebled, that they had but juft ftrength enough 
left to help themfelves. 

The next day, being the 29th, the remainder 
of the fick were brought on Chore, of whom 2 I 

men died; but the greateft part of the reft re­
covered furprizingly. As foon as I was Ca­
pable of ftirring about, ! found the iOand to lie 
in l~t. 14 deg. 58 min. N. [Walters fays 15 deg. 
g mm.J and in long. 2:23 deg. 35 min. W. from 
London, being, according to my reckoning, 
~ 17 deg. 7 min vV. from Acapulco. L Walters 
hys I14 deg. 50 min.] And here it is obferv­
able, how writers of the firft characters for ve-

racIty 
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racity differ in their accounts of the fame places, 
by writing them at different periods. The de­
fcription of this iiland of Tinian by Commodore 
Byron, who lately vifited it in his voyage round 
the world, bears no fimilitude to that we are now 
about to recite; nor can anyone conceive how 
an interval of only 30 years could occaiion fo 
remarkable an alteration. But to proceed: 

The foil, upon examination, we found to be 
every where dry and healthy; and being withal 
fomewhat fandy, it was thereby the lefs difpofed 
to a rank and over· luxuriant vegetation: and 
hence the meadows and woods were neater and 
fmoother than is u[ual in hot climates, The 
vallies and hills were moil: beautifully divedi­
fled by the mutual encroachments of woods and 
lawns, which ikirted each other, and traverfed 
the Wand in large tracts. The woods confiil:ed 
of t.ll.and weU.fpread trees, fome celebrated for 
their beauty, and fome for their fruit; whilft 
the lawns were generally crouded with herds of 
cattle, of which it was not uncommon to fee 
thoufands feeding in a herd, and, being all milk­
white, it is no wonder that fuch an appearance 
excited our longings, and increafed our impa­
tience, to kill and eat. Add to thefe, the innu~ 
merable f warms of poultry that crouded the 
woods, and, by their frequent crowings, ga\'e 
us in idea the pleafing apprehenfion of being in 
the neighbourhood of farms and villages; and 
we even fancied, that in the covert of the woods 

we 
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we ihollid find fuch concealed. The cattle we 
had fight of were computed at 10,000; and, 
befides thefe and the poultry, We likewife found 
abulidance of wild hogs, which were excellent 
food, but fierce, and not eafily maftered. At 
fide,we killed them by fuooling; but, our am~ 
munition failing, owing to an accident, we at 
laft hunted them down with dogs, feveral of 
which joined us on the ifland, and, being train~' 
ed to the fport by the Indians, readily enough 
folio wed us, and afforded us good diverfion. In 
their confliCts with the boars, fome indeed were 
-killed; but thofe that came off viCtorious, were 
frill more eager [(j engage in every new purfuit. 

This iOand was no le[s fortunate to us in its 
vegetable than in its animal produCtions; more 
particularly abounding in fuch fruits and plants 
as were beft adapted to the cure of t.hat difeafe 
by which we had been fo dreadfuliy debilitated. 
In the woods cocoanuts were to be gathered 
without number; and, what is remarkable, cab­
bages grew on tl'lefame trees. There were, be­
!ides, guavas, limes, [weet and four oranges, and; 
what is common to all the Tropical iflands, bread­
~rt1it. ' In the plains we found watermelons, 
dandelion, creeping-purnain, mint, [curvy-grafs, 
and forrel; all which, together with the frefh~ 
meats of the place, were fuch falutary refrefh. 
ments, that the lick, who were' at death's-door 
when they landed, before they had been a week 
on fuore, put on very different countenances, 

and 
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and with their new complexions received a frefit 
recruit of fpirits. 

Amidfi: fuch a variety of provillons as the' 
land furnilhed, it was thought unneceffary to in­
dulge ourfelves in thofe offered us by the fea. 
From fiih, therefore, we wholly refrained; and 
the rather, as fome we caught at our firft arrival 
furfeited thofe who eat of them. This, how­
~ver; was not regretted, as beef, pork, poulery, 
and wild-fowl, were in fuch plenty, that, except: 
the trouble of bringing them from a confide" 
able diftance fometimes, there was no dif~ 
ficulty attending their procurement. It were; 
indeed, an endlefs tafk to recount all the excel.; 
lencies and delicacies we met with in this de­
lightful Wand z nor is it eafy to fay which to 
prefer where every thing is worthy of admira~ 
tion; the neatnefs of its lawns, the ftatelinefs, 
frefunds, and fragrance of its woods, the happy 
inequality of its furface, and the variety and ele~ 
gance of the views it afforded,...-all thefe coofpir­
ed to charm the fight, while at the fame time 
the excellency of its productions could not fail 
to gratify the appetite. And thefe advantages 
were greatly enhanced by the healthinefs of the 
climate, by the almoft conftant cool breezes that 
prevailed, and by the frequent gentle ihowers 
that feetned to fall juft to refrefh the earth, and 
add to its fertility; for thefe, inftead of the long .. 
continued rains that in other countries fill the 
air with noxious vapours~ and overflow the earth! 
with wafleful inundations, feetned juft enough 
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to purify the air, and to refre1h the foil; which 
was obfervabJe enough by the effeCt it had in 
increafing om 6lppetites, and promoting our di­
geH:ion. This effeCt was, indeed, remarkable, 
iince thor::- amongO: our officers, ~ho were at aU 
other times fpare and temperate eaters, were 
here in appearance transformed into gluttons; 
for initead of one reafonable flefh-meal a day, 
tLey were fC;lrcely fatisfied 'vvith three: and yet 
our dip-ellian 10 weJl correfoonded to the keen-

<:) • 

nefs of our appetites~ that we were neither dif-
ordered nor even loaded by this uncommon re­
plttion; for, after having made a large beef 
breakfaft, it was not long before we began to 
confider the approach of dinner as a very defire­
able, and even fomewhat tardy event. 

Th,e principal inconveniences that attended 
our refidence upon this iOand arofe from the 
vare number of mufketos and other troublefome 
flies, by which we were perpetually teized; 
there was likewife a venomous little infect, that, 
like the {heep-ticks in England, would bury its 
head in the ikin, and, if not inftantly removed, 
would caufe an inflammation. 

Running water there was none in the ifiand ; 
but .that defect was fllpplied by a large lake, or 
lagoon, almofr in the center of it, to which the 
cattle, in times of drought, generally refoned ; 
but the frefhnefs of theirpaftme, and the co~ 
piOllS dews and gentle ihowers that often moift­
tned it, rendered that refource almofr unnecef­
firy. There were, befides, fprings of excellent 

. water:t 
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water: and near ;theJurfat;:£wells might every 
where' be dug, wl101e waters;'in any other pbci, 
would not have been con1plain~d of . 
. But the great danger'w~ had to dread re'mains 

to be 'told. "During four nlonths in the ye;;r) 
that is. from the midd1eof June, to the middle 
of OCtober, when, th,e".wdte,rn. morifoorls pre­
vail, the winds1 abou'tthe lull and chatJ;/e of 

,. " '. -.L 0 

the 11100n, are variable~ and blow with fuch 
fury, that thell:6utefl': cablei' affo1rd no feclHity 
to fhips riding at anch6r in the road : and what 
adds to the danger is the rapidity of the tide, 
which fets to the S. E. and' oecaGons illcha 
hollo.w and over-grown fea as is not to be c6n~ 
ceived; infoml1ch that, though we were 'in a 
fiXty-gUll !hip, we were under the dreadful ap~ 
prehenfion of being pooped by it. Durin'g the 
rdt of the year the weather is conftantly fettled, 
Qndfhips have nothing to fear, if their cables 
are well armed, which otherwife, will fuff'er 
from the fouInefs of the ground. . 
, From the 29th of Augl1fr, when our fiek 

were all put on fhore, to the J 2th of Septem,~ 
ber, when the ComrTI0dore himfelf landed, 
thofe who remained on board were chiefly em­
I1loyed in mooring and fecuring, i:he fhip, in 
fuifti~g her guns to come at her leaks, and in 
cadding the cables, to prevent ~heir being gall~ 
ed by the fri<5tion againft the rocky bottom. 
At the, fame time an anchor and cable were put 
Qn,bo~rd the Spanifh barl~, . her own beingon~ 
ly ~ he.avy log of wood, and a rope made of 

3 C 2 bafs j 
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bafs; and fome barrels of powder to be dried 
and. recovered, which by long keeping was 
become moift. . 

From the 12th to the 18th, the hands were 
continually fhifring, thofl! who were [0 well re· 
covered as to be capable of dUty were fent 011 
board, and thofe who had born the burden of 
the labour were relieved and fent on {bore. 

On the 19th, the weather began to alter, and 
to threaten a ftorm; on that day, the next, and 
the 21 ft, it blew hard; however, we rode it 
out, and flattered ourfelves that the prudence 
of our meafures had fecured us from accidents, 
On the 2zd, the hurricane qme on, and our 
only hope of fafety feemed to depend on OUf 

putting out to fea; but the CommoQore was on 
thore, and all communication with the land ab­
folutely cut off. At five in the afternoon, the 
fmall bower parted, and the fhip fprung off 
to the beft bower. As night approached. the 
violence of the florm increafed; yet, not­
withftanding its inexpreffible fury, the rapidity 
of the tide was fllch as to prevail over it, and to 
force the {hip before it, as it were, in defpight of 
its utmoft rage. It was now that the fea broke 
all round us in a moO: tremendous manner; 
and that a large tumbling fwell threatened to 
ing\.llph us in its bofom: the long-boat, which 
was mooreq a,ftern, was on a fudden canted fQ 
high that it broke the tranfum of the Commo­
dore's gallery, and would, doubtle[s, have rifen 
~s h~gh as the tafferel, haq it not been for th~ 

. ftro~ 
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ftroke, whichftove the boat to. pieces; but yet 
~he poor boat-keeper, though much bruifed, 
was faved almoft by miracle. About eight, the 
tide fiackened; bur, the wind not abating, tile 
the beft bower cable, by which alone we rode, 
parted at eleven. In this extremity. Mr. Sau­
mare?;, our Firft Lieutenant, who commanded 
in the abfence of the Commodore, ordered guns· 
to be fired, and lights to be iliewn, as fignals of 
diftrefs; and, in a iliort time after, the night being 
exceffively dark, the florm raging, the thunder 
roaring, and nothing . .to be feen but the blue 
lightning fiailiing through the rain, we were 
driven to fea, and, by this cataftrophe, the 
whole crew, both by fea and land, reduced to 
a ftate of defpair; thofe on {hare concluding 
they had now no means left them ever to get 
home; whilft thofe on board, being utterly un­
prepared to ilruggle with the fury of fuch feas 
and winds, expected each moment to be their 
lafr. In this ftate of defpondency, while thofe 
pn board were every moment in expectation of 
being dallied againf!: the rocIss of Aiguigan, an 
ifiand at about three leagues from Tinian, thofe 
on !hare were perfuaded the !hip could not fur­
vive the ftorm, the whole channel between the 
two ifiands appearing from the land like one 
continued breach, the fea fweiling, breaking, 
and roaring, like mountains rolling over moun­
tains, and forming the mof!: awful and terrify­
ing fight that the mind of man can poffibly 
CQnceiv~. Indeed, the condition of thofe on 

board 
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. board was truly pitiable; they were in a leaky 
fhip, with three cables in their hawfes, to one of 
which hung their only remaining anchor; they 
had not a guo on board lallied; nor a port 
barred in; their fhrouds were loofe; and their 
fore-top-malt un rigged ; and they had ftruck 
their fore and maia yards down before the hur­
ricane came on, fo that there was no fail they 
could fet. except the mizzen: to add to their 
misfortunes, they were no {oon~r at fea, than~ 
by the labouring of the !hip, whole floods of 
water rufhed in through the hawfe-holes, ports, 
and fcuppers; which, with the ufual leakage, 
kept. the pumps conftantly at work. Perfuaded 
that their deftruetion was inevitable, finking, 
however, was only their fecondary concern ~ 
they judged, by the driving of the {hip, that they 
were making towards the land, and that, in the 
darknefs of the night, they fhould no otherwife 
perceive it than by {hiking upon it; but day­
light relieved them from that un~afy appre­
henfions, an~!hewed them that the illand they 
fo much dreaded was at a confiderable diftance, 
and that a ftrong northern current had proved 
the means of their prefervation, It was not, 
however, till after three days that the turbulen~ 
weather that had driven them from'Tinian be­
gan to abate; when every man in the {hip was 
fo worn out with fatigue, that they found it im­
poffible to man the pumps, and hand the fails 
at the fame time. They had twice attempted 
to heave up the main and fore yards, in which 

they 
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they had as often mifcarried by the breaking 
of the jeers, and in the laft effort one of their 
beft men periibed. During all this time the 
fuip was driving to leeward, and dragging her 
fueet anchor~ the only one ibe had left, with twO 
cables an end at her bows. This was a circum­
france of the greateft confequence, and required 
a fpeedy remedy; for, though upon a third 
exertion of their whole force, they had replaced 
their yards, they durft not, while the anchor 
continued in that fituation, venture to fpread 
their canvas. Some refl: and refrefhment bew 
came neceifary before a work of fuch labour 
could be propofed to a feeble and diminiihed 
crew, who hardly confifted of 100 men. It 
was, therefore, five days after their departure be­
fore they could fecure their anchor; and now 
they fet their cOUl-fes, and, for the firft time:. 
frood to the eaftward, in hopes of foon regain­
ing the Wand, and rejoining their Commander 
and the reft of their company: but in this they 
were unhappily difappointed; f0r having run, 
as they thought, the diftance necdfary for 
making the ifland, and being in full expec­
tation of feeing it, they found themfelves be­
wildered by the irregularity of the currents, and 
kn@w not what cOUffe to freer, till, after feveral 
days uncertainty, they came at laft in fight of 
Guam, from whence they dir.e8:ed their coqrfe 
with infinite labour to Tiniao, the wind being 
conllantly againfl them, and the tide variable. 
This levere employment held till the I I th of 
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OCtober, when, after nineteen days abfence, they 
appeared again in the offing, and were rein e 

forced from the thore, to the inexpreffible joy 
of the whole crew: 

A few days after the fbip was driven off, 
fame of the people on thore cried out, A Jaill 
and this fpread a general joy, fuppofing it to be 
the Centurion returning; but prefently a fecond 
fail was defcried, which wholly deftroyed the 
firft conjeCture, and made it difficult to guefs 
who they were. The Commodore turning his 
glafs towards them, faw they were two boats; 
and inftantly concluding that the Centurion 
was gone to the bottom, and that thofe were 
her boats returning with the remains of her 
people, this fudden fllggeftion wrought fa pow­
erfully upon him, that, to conceal his emO­
tion, he was obliged to retire to his tent, where 
he paft fome biuer moments in the firm perfua­
fion that all his hopes were now at an end, and 
that, inftead of diftreffing the enemy, he ml.lft 
himklf with his people fall a prey to their re­
lentiefs cruelty. He was, however, foon re­
lieved from this mortifying thought, they ap· 
pearing, upon their nearer approach, to be In .. 
dian praas, direCting their courfe towards the 
bay, with a view, as was fuppofed, to relieve 
their countrymen, or ta take on board their 
provifions. On this intelligence, the Commo­
dore ordered his people to conceal themfelves ~ 
but the proas, after advancing within a quarter 
of a mile of the {hore, lay by for the fpace of 
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a few hours, and probably obferving fome 
change in the appearance of the place, which 
might raife their fufpicion that an enemy lay in 
ambuili, they got again under fail, and free red 
to the fouthward. 

After this incident an. opinion began gene­
rally to prevail, that the Centurion would never 
more appear 'at this il1and; and that Ole was 
either lofr, or forced upon the coaft of China, 
from whence, in her crazy condition, it would 
be impoffible for her ever to return. Though 
the Commodore did not apparently g.ive into 
this opinion, yet he was not without his fears; 
and, therefore, to provide againft the worfr, he 
propofed cutting afunder the Indian bark which 
they took on their firLl: arrival, and lengthening 
her in fuch a manner as to be capable of taking 
on board all who were then upon the il1and, and 
following the 111ip, if peradventure file lhould be 
driven [0 Mocao. After fome hefitation, owing 
to the difficulty attending the execution, the men 
were at length prevailed upon to engage in the 
work, and the Commodore by his example ef.l~ 
couraged their diligence; for, being always at 
work by day. break himfelf, it was thought ·a 
difgrace to be idle when their Chief was employ~ 
cd. It fortunately happened, that the Carpen~ 
ters both of the Gloucefter and Trial were on 
iliore, and that they had brol1ght for fafetytheir 
chefts of tools with them. The fmith,too, was 
on 1hore with his forge, but his bellows was 
ftill in the 1hip. This defect occafioned fome 
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delay; but was foon fupplied by the ingenuity 
of his!bip-mates, one or other of them never be­
ing at a 10fs for expedients on fuch occafions: 
they limed a fre!b hide for leather, the carpen­
ters !baped out a wooden frame, and a gpn bar­
rel ferved for a nozel. The fmith being now 
in readinefs to prepare the iron-work, fome 
were employed in cutting down trees, nod faw­
ing them into plank, whilft the main-body were 
bufied in digging Out a draw·dock to receive the 
bark, and in laying of ways to heave her up and 
down. All, in !bart, were varioufly employed; 
and the work went on fuccefsfully for 16 days, 
in which time the bark was fawn afunder, her 
two parts feparated, and placed at the proper 
diftance from each other; and, the materials be­
ing ali in readinefs before-hand, they proceeded, 
with no fmall difpatch in the enlargement, info­
much that they fixed the 5th of November as the 
day when they !bould be ready to depart. The 
alacrity with which this bufinefs was carried on, 
left no room for reflection among the common 
failors, _ though their fuperiors were no! without 
their fears. They had no fea-provifions, except 
fame jerked beef, which the Indians had pre­
pared and abandoned when they fled, and they 
had a run of 600 leagues before they could pre­
fume upon a fupply; they had no bread, and 
the bread-fruit on the ifland could not: be pre­
fer'ied at [ea; they wanted faIt; and, what waS 
Hill a more neceifary article in their prefent fitu. 
arion, they wanted ammunition for their defence, 

/ -
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in {;afe of an attack from the enemy; for, upon 
the ftriCteft [earch, no more than 90 charges of 
powder could be colleCted, which was thort of 
one round a-piece for each of the company; 
they were, too, in an unknown rea, and wanted 
inllruments to direCt their courfe: in iliort, 
though the common men had no other thought 
but how they fhould get on board, the officers 
forefaw a thoufand difficulties, which were al­
moft infurmountable to human apprehenfion, 
but which they carefully concealed, that the 
.main bufinefs might not be retarded. 

But, in the midft of thefe gloomy apprehen­
£ions, which, the nearer the time of their de­
parture approached, fiill became the more 
ferious, and when all hope of feeing the Cen­
turion at Tinian had fubfided, one of the 
Gloucefrer's men, being upon a hill.at a dif­
tance looking out for cattle,·perceived, as he 
fancied, fomething like a iliip in the douds, 
which, on fteadily obferving it, fe<;med to move 
flowly towards the land. It was not long be­
fore he was fenfible of its approach, and per­
fuading himfelf it waS'the Centurion, he in an 
extacy ran towards the landing-place, crying to 
his comrades, '[he flip! CJ'be /hip! This being 
heard by the nearefi, was echoed from mouth 
to. mouth till it reached the fpot where the 
Commodore was at work, who, on hearing the 
joyful news, threw down his axe, and joined in 
the general tranfport. In a few hours the C~n­
turion appeared in the offing, and a boat wIth 
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18 men was {em off to reinforce her, and to 
carry freih meats, fruits, and refrefbments, fot 
the crew. Ii: the afternoon of the J Ith of 
October !he happily caft anchor, the Commo­
dore went inftantly aboard, and the joy and 
congratula.tions on that occafion were equally 
fincere and mutual. 

The labour of the artificers was now at an 
end, and another kind of employment fucceeded, 
which was that of laying in water for the I'e~ 
mainder of the voyage. Now alfo hunting, 
:(houting, fetting, and every device that could be 
contrived to catch live cattle, hogs, and poul­
try, for Hores, took place; while, at the fame 
time, the Commodore and Officers amufed them­
felves with traverfing the ifiand, and examining 
more minutely its feveral parts. In one of thefe 
excurfions, being on a riling ground, they ob­
ferved, in a valley beneath them, the appear­
ance of a fmall thicket, which, by attending to 
it, [eemed to have a progreffive motion, as in­
deed it had ; but was no other than a parcel of 
cocoa- bullies trailed upon the ground by per­
fons concealed beneath them. From this un­
common circllmftance, it was immediately con­
cluded, that the Indians, whofe boat they had 
furprized upon their firft arrival, muft be the 
perfons who were dragging the bullies, and that 
it could not be far to the place of their con­
cealment; they therefore kept their eye upon 
them, and traced them to their 'cell; but, to 
their furprize, when they came to enter it, they 

found 
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found it abandoned, thO\'lgh all things were rea­
dy prepared for dinner, and flood fmoaking hot 
on a table of turf. The officers, having in vain 
endeavoured to track them, returned, and, with 
an appetite increafed by the keennefs of the 
purfuir, fat down to that meal which the poor 
hungry favages had i1~ __ 'J:1doned. It confifted of 
falted fpareribs, co(.oa nuts, and bread fruit; 
all which they found ready dreft, and in quan­
tity as much as they all could eat. 

On the third day after the fecond arrival of 
the {hip, the Commodore being on board, a 
fudden gun of wind arofe, and again brought 
home our anchor, and drove us out to lea. 
Our chief officers were now all on board; and 
only about 70 of our men, with a midfhipman 
or two to command them, were employed on 
1hore in filling ~ater and catching cattle. Of 
thefe about 30 came off to us in the cutter, 
and the eighteen-oared barge was fent for the 
reft; but they not being in readine/s, and the 
{hip quickly driving out of fight, it was no longer 
in their power to join us, However, as the 
weather foon proved favourable, and. we were 
now (honger and healthier than at our firft di­
fafter, in about five days we regained the road. 
and anchored fafe in our former ftation. On 
our return we found the Spanilh bark rercored 
to her old dimenlions, and the parts brought 
together, and in good forwardnefs to be com~ 
pleated; for the few remaining people, defI)air~ 
!og of the return of the {hip, had determined 

to 



390 COMMODORE ANSON's VOYAGE. 
to follow her to hel' deftined port. We now 
laboured indefatigably to get in our water, in 
order to fail, in which fervice two of our men 
employed in the well unfortunately periilied ; 
for the fides of the well being 100ie earth, by 
the careleffnefs of thofe above, in not properly 
attending the filling, the bank gave way by the 
weight of a heavy caik, and both that ami the 
bank fell in upon them together.' Some other 
misfortunes happened through hafte in rafting 
the caiks to the iliip; yet, notwithftanding, be­
ing fuch as are generally accounted trifling 
on board a man of war, our watering went on 
fo fuccefsful1y, that by the 20th of Oaober it 
was com pleated; and on that day leave was 
given for a man from each mefs to go ailiore, 
and gather as many oranges, lemons, cocoa­
nuts, and other fruits of the Wand, as iliould 
be fufficient for us all while at fea. This 
being accomplilhed, the Spanilh bark fet 
on fire, the men returned on board, and the 
boats hoifted in, on the 2 I ft we fet fail; and 
the wind being fair, and the weather mode­
rate, nothing remarkable happened till we ar­
rived on the coafts of China, except that while 
we were palling by the rocks of Vele Rete, 
near the fouth end of the iiland Formofa, we 
were alarmed by a cry of fire on the forecaftle, 
which brought the whole crew together in the 
utmoft confufion, fo that it was difficult for 
fame time to reduce them to order; but, as 
foon as difcipline took place, and a proper exa-

mination 
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mination could be made, it was found to pro­
ceed from the furnace, where the bricks, being 
over"heated, had begun to communicate the fire 
to the wood-work, which, had it not been timely 
difcovered, might have been of the moft dreada 
ful confequence; bur, as it fell out, it was extin­
guifhed with the greateft facility, and the bricko 
work fa fecured, that no accident of the like 
kind could again happen. 

From the ifiand of Formofa we direCted our 
courfe fa as to fall in with the coaft of China, 
to the eaQward of Pedro Blanco, as that rock is 
generally efteemed the beft direcrion for 1hips 
bound to Macao; and, on the 6th of Novem­
ber we fell in with it, when we were prefently 
furrounded by an incredible number of fifhing­
boats, which covered the furface ef the fea as 
far as the eye could reach. Nor was this [warm 
of fifhing veffels peculiar to that place; for, as 
we ran on to the weftward, we found them as 
abundant on every other part of the coaft., 
From among thefe we had no fort of doubt of 
procuring a pilot to Macao; but, when we 
thought ourfelves near it, though we tempted 
them with fhewing them bags of Spanilh dol­
lars, for which, it is faid, a Chinefe would fell 
his father, yet not one of them would venture 
to come on board us, nor give us the leaft In­
telligence; neither did our {hip, the like of 
which, fo armed and fitted, had never before 
appeared upon their coans, feem to excite in 
them 'any curiofity: they continued their 6th-

ing 
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ing with the fame apparent indifference as if 
any trading ihip had been pailing by; and, 
when we made them fignals, they difregarded 
them as much, though they certilinlr underftood 
thc:m, as if we had been only in fport. The 
next day, however, about two in the afternoon, 
as we were ftanding to the weftward within two 
leagues of the (hore, frill furrounded as before, 
we oblerved that a boat a.head of us waved a 
red flag, and blew a horn. This we apprehend. 
cd was a fignal for us, and accordingly we hoi(t· 
ed out our cutter1 and fent to know the mean· 
ingof it; when we prefently difcovered OUf 
miihke, and that it was only the ufual notice to 

leave off fiibing, which the whole fleet inlbrntly 
obeyed. Being thus difappointed, we kept on 
our cruife till we came to a group of illands, 
round the wefternmoft of which we were direct­
ed . to pafs, and then to haul up. While we 
were thus employed, a Chinefe pilot came on 
board, and in broken Portuguefe undertook to 
pilot llS into harbour fOf ,30 dollars, and on the 
12th of November anchored us fafe in Mocao­
road; where the firft thing we did was to falute 
the fort, and co iend to the Portuguefe Gover­
nor to advife with his Excellency in what man­
ner to behave to avoid giving offence to the 
Chinefe. The difficulty the Commodore prin­
cipally apprehended related to the port charges 
ufually paid by fhips in the river Canton, from 
which charges men-of-war are exempted in every 
port of Europe, and which the Commodore was· 

deter~ 
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determined not to be forced to pay in this. In the 
evening the boat returned with two officers, who 
delivered it as the Governor's opinion, that, if 
the Centurion ventured into the river of Canton, 
the duty would moft certainly be expected ; and~ 
therefore, if the Commodore approved of it, he 
would fend a pilot to conduCt the iliip into ano­
ther harbour, called the Typa, where it was pro­
b_able the port charges would never be demand­
ed. To this ptopofal the Commodore agreed~ 
the pilot was fent, and, the ihip fafely moored. 

Next day the Commodore paid a vifit in per­
fon to the Governor, to folicit a fupply of provi~ 
fions, and of naval ftores to refit the Jhip. The 
Governor very frankly acquainted the Comm9d 

dore, that he dutft not openly furnifu either 
the one or the other; for that he himfelf nei· 
ther received provifions for his garrifon but from 
day to day, by permiffion from the Chinefe go. 
vernment, nor any thing eIfe but what his pre­
fent neceffities required: however, he affured 
the Commodore in a friendly manner. that he 
would give him all the affiftance in his power. 
On this declaration, the Commodore determin­
ed to go to Canton himfelf, to procure a licence 
from the Viceroy to purchafe a fupply, and, 
with this view, hired a Chinefe boat for himfelf 
and his attendants to carry them into port: but 
juft as they were ready to embark, the Hoppo 
refufed to grant them a permit; nor would 
he, notwithftanding all the inrereft the Com­
modore could make, withdraw the prohibition, 
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till he was threatened to be compelled to it by 
force. This operated when fair means had fail.,. 
ed; a permit was next day fent on board, and 
the Commodore proceeded to the Engliili fac­
tory, to confuIt with the principal officers there 
about the cautions that were to be ufed, left the 
factory !hould fuffer by violent meafures, which 
he wa£ folicitous to avoid. They advifed him 
to tranfaCt the builnefs by the mediation of the 
Chinefe merchants, who at firft undertook 
to accompli{h it; but, after trifling with him 
more than a month, they declared they durO: 
not interfere in it. The merchants then under. 
fook to procure him provifions clandeftinely; 
but that would not fuffice. U pan his return, he 
found the !Dip fo much out of repair~ that !he 
could not proceed without being have down; 
he, therefore, next day wrote a letter to the 
Viceroy, acquainting him. that he was Commo­
dore of a [quadran of his Britannic Majefty's 
Hlips that had been cruifing in the Somh Seas 
againft the Spaniards. who were at war with his 
Dati~n; that his ihip was leaky; that his peo­
ple were in wane of provifions; that he had put 
into Mocao, a friendly port, for a fupply, but 
tbat, being a {hanger to the cuftoms of the 
country, he had been unable to fucceed; and, 
therefore, requefted, that he might be permitted 
to employ workmen to repair his !hip, and that 
he might be fupplied with provifioflS at the ac­
cul10med rates at which the articles he frood in 
need of were general1y fold. Another difficulty 

was 



COMMODORE ANSON's VOYAGE. 395 

was now ftarted as to the delivery of this let­
ter~ the Hoppo at firft refufing to intermeddle 
with it; but. on the Commodore's expreffing 
fome refentment, and threatening to convey it 
to Canton by his own mefiengers, he at length 
undertook not only to deliver it, bm to procure 
an anfwer: accordingly, though the letter was 
only dated on the 17th of Decembej'~ 00 the 
19th a Mandarine of the Grft rank, together 
with two others of an inferior clafs, and their 
attendants, having in their retinue 18 half gal- . 
lies, decorated with ftreamers, and furnilbed with 
bands of mufic, came to a grapple a-head of the 
Centurion, whence the Mandarine rent in form 
to acquaint the Commodore, that he came by 
order of the Viceroy to examine the condition 
of the iliip, and to report the fame as it iliould 
appear to him upon a juft fllrvey. On this 
meiTage, preparations were inftantly made to re­
ceive him; in particular, a hundred of the moft 
fightly men on board, uniformly dreffed in the 
regimentals of the marines, were drawn up un­
der arms on the main-deck againft his arrival. 
When he entered the fhip, he was faluted by .the 
drums and military muoc, and conducted by 
fame of the principal officers to the quarter­
deck, where he was received in fiateIJy the 
Commodo~e, and then introduced to the great 
(abbin, where he explained his com million, and 
prefentcd the perfons he had broU,sht with him 
to take the furvey. The Mandarine appearcd to 

be a perf on of fl.lperior abilities, and endowed 
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with a franknefsand hondty not ufually to be met 
with among the ordinary ranks ofChinefe officers~ 
and, being an eye .. wimefs of the dangerous ftate 
of the leaks, and of the neceillty there was for a 
thorough repair, he expreffed his entire acqui­
eicence in the report that had been given, and 
promifed to lay the fame immediately before the 
council upon his return. He was- exceeding 
curious in infpeCl:ing the fhip, in examining 
her guns, and poifing her great iliot. He ex­
preft his aftonilhment at her ftrength and her 
magnitude; and the Commodore, to increafe 
his wonder, and Ihew his own power, let him 
know how eafy it would be for him to deftroy 
the whole navigable force of China, and lay the 
city of Canton in ruins ; but, neverthelefs, he 
affured him, that not the leaft violence fhould 
be offered, provided his wants were fupplied 
'-lpon reafonab1e terms. 

At the fame time the Commodore complain­
ed of the behaviour of the officers at Mocao~ 
who had prohibited the country people from 
felling provifions to his company, though they 
had paid for what they purchafed in fterling 
filver. The Mandarine heard the comp1ainc 
without emotion, but faid it Ihould be remedied 
for the future, After the bufinefs was over~ 
dinner was ordered, and the Commodore apolo. 
gifed for the meannefs of th(~ fare from the diffi­
culty he had to procure better: but the two inferi8 
or Mandarines, whowere the only perfons of their 
retinue permitted to fit at table with them, iliew-

eg 
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ed no difiike to any thing fet before them, ex­
cept the beef, to which they have the fame dif­
like as the Jews have to pork, from an early 
prejudice derived from their anceftors; of this 
the Commodore was not apprized, nor were 
they offended at its being fet before them, They 
were, indeed, veryaukward at the ure of knives 
and forks, and it was found neceifary to intro­
duce their own fervants to carve for them, be., 
fore they could make an end of their dinners. 
But if they were deficient in their manner of 
eating, they were no novices in putting about 
the glaffes; for there was not an officer at table 
that durft engage with them. Seeing they were 
fond of Fronti(1iac, and that they prefently 
emptied four or five bottles of it without any 
effe¢t, the Commodore ordered a bottle of Ci­
tron water to be brought up, which, on tafting, 
they liked, and, the Co'mmodore excufing him­
[elf on account of an illnefs he had not yet re­
covered, they clapped a ruddyefaced officer on 
the 1houlder, and defired him to pledge them, 
faying, by their interpreter, they were fure he 
!:ould not plead illnefs for declining his gla1s. 
When the bottle was out, they all rofe from 
table, without appearing to be in the Ie aft difor. 
dered, and, after the ufual ceremonies, depart­
ed, very well pleafed with their entertainment. 

The Commodore now impatiently expected 
the licence he had requefted; but it was feveral 
days before it pa1red the neceffary forms, chief­
~y owing to the intrigues of a Frenchman, who, 
. . having 
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having the advantage of fpeaking the language 
fluently, was at no lofs in traverftng the mea­
fures of the friendly Mandarine in favour of 
Mr. Anfon; but a repetition of the threats 
already referred to, produced, at lait, the deftr­
ed effeCt. On the 6th of January, the licence 
was r~'ceived, and the carpenters were fer to 
work; but, previous to this, the prohibition 
was taken off, and provifions were every day 
brought to the fhip in plenty. 

It was, however, the beginning of April be­
fore the repairs could be compleated, and the 
Chinefe began to be very uneafy at their long 
fray. They had frequently fent meffages to the 
Commodore to haften his departure, not know­
ing or believing that he was no le[s in earneft 
to be gone, than they were to be freed from 
the dread of his fray. At length, on the 3d 
of April, two Mandarines came on boarq from 
Macao, with a peremptory command addreff­
ed to the Commodore, requiring him to depart; 
to which he made anfwer, in a determined tone, 
that he would go when he thought proper, and 
not when they prefumed to command him. 
After this rebuke, however, all communication 
was forbidden, and no more provifions were 
futfered to go on board; and fo firiCl:ly were 
thofe injunCtions carried into execution, that 
from thenceforwards nothing could be purchaf­
ed at any rate whatever. On the 6th of April, 
the Centurion weighed, and warped to the 
fouthward; and, by the 15th, ihe was fafe in 
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Mocao road, having compleated her water a:s 
!he paffed along. On the 19th, the again weigh~ 
ed anchor, and put to fea. 

But long befor'e this, that is, fome time in 
November, C:aptain Saunders, Command~r of 
the 'Tryal's prize, took pafTage on board a 
Swedifh lhip with difpatches from the Com~ 
modore to the government. And foon after, 
that is, about the middle of December, Cap­
tain Mitchell, Col. Crackerode5 Mr. Tafweli, 
with his nephew Mr. Charles Herriot, and the 
Rev. Mr. 'Walter, embarked on board the ,com .. 
pany's {hips on their return home. About this 
time we received the firft news of the fafe ar­
rival of the Sev.ern and Pearl (the two thips of 
our fquadron tliat parted from us in doubling 
Cape Horn) at, Rio Janeiro, on the coaft 'Of 
Brazil. The Severn had been remarkable for 
the extraordinary ficknefs tqat had been m()re 

fatal on board her than on board of any other 
in the whole fquadran, infomuch that hel' 
hands had been twice recfllited from the Cen-

'turion during her voyage to the ftraits of Le 
Maire; and yet when {he parted company the 
wanted hands (0 navigate her in a ftorm, which 
was the reafoD of her return. It was from the 
knowledge of this uncommon mortality that 
prevailed among the crew, that the Commodore 
concluded the Severn to be loll. The news, 
therefore, of her and the Pearl's fafety was re~ 
ceived with the gr.:arer ple:llure, :lS we had long 

entertained 
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entertained an opinion that both of them ha.d 
perifhed. But to return from this digreffion : 

From the lit to the 15th of April, we had 
!tormy weather, with heavy rains and fuch a­
mazing and terrifying claps of thunder and 
fiailies of lightning as nothing of the kind I had 
ever feen or heard bore any proportion to. This 
was upon the breaking'up of the eafterly mon­
foon, when fuch ftorms are llfual in the coun­
try, accompanied fometimes with dreadful gllftS 
of wind, called hefe by the name of Tuffoons, 
of the effeCts of which the Chinefe relate very 
wonderful frories, 

While we were warping out of the harbour; 
the Commodore went on !hore to Mocao, to 
take leave of the Portuguefe Governor. who 
had. to the utmoft of his power, behaved in a 
very friendly manner; and, at his coming from 
the fort, he was faluted with 15 guns. 

Durirng our ftay we had entered about 20 

freth hands, being chieflv Lafcars, Perfians, and 
Dutchmen; fo that our whole complement, 
when we failed, amounted to 224 men and 
boys, among whom were fom~--{)f all nations, 
languages, and religions. 

Being now at fea, we were fome time in a 
ftate of uncertainty \XI hat courfe the Commo­
dore intended to fieer. He gave out at Mo­
cao, that he was bound to R'ltavia, and thence 
to England; but hi~ real deGgn was very dif~ 
ferent. The projeCt the Commodore had re~ 
folved upon in his own mind, was, to emife 

for 
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for the annual fhip from Acapulco to Manilla ~ 
and, not difcouraged by his former difafters, he 
determined again to rifque the cafualties of the 
Pacific Ocean, and to tak.e his ftation off Cape 
Spirito Santo on the ifiand of Jamal, being the 
firft land the Acapulco !hips always make in 
approaching the Philippines. 

Being now at rea, it was no longer neceffary 
to conceal this projeCt; he, therefore, fum­
maned all his people on the quarter-deck, and 
in a fhort, but fpirited fpeech, informed them of 
his defign:. which was received by them with. 
the moft expreffive tokens of general approba­
tion: and fuch a confidence of fucceeding dif, 
fufed itfelfthrough all the !hip's company, that 
the Commodore, who had taken fame Chinefe 
fueep to rea with him for his own provition, en .. 
quiring one day of his butcher, why he had late~ 
Iy feen no mutton <"),t his table? the man replied 
dryly, that in truth there were only two fheep 
left, and thefe, with his honour's leave, he pro~ 
paled to referve for the entertainment of th~ 
General of the galleons. 

When the Centurion left the port of Macao. 
(he frood for fome days to .the weftward; and, 
on the fidl: of May, paffed the iOand of For~ 
mofa; and, fleering to the fouthward, on the 
4th in the evening they came in fight of the 
Bailiee Wands, which they fufpefted to be 
wrong laid down by Dampier, and from ob~ 
fervation found them 2£) leagues too far to the 
weftward. On the 20th of May, they came in 
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fight of Efpirito Santo. As it was known there 
were centinels placed upon the Cape to make 
fignals to the Acapulco £hips, the Commodore 
inlmediately tacked, and ordered the top-gal­
lant-rails to be taken in, to prevent a difcovery : 
and this being the fration in which he propored 
to cruife, he fixed the limits between the latitude 
of 12 deg. 50 min. N. and 13 deg. 5 min. the 
Cape itfelf lying in 12 deg. 40 ':1in. N. and in 
4 deg. of eaft longitude from Pfotei Tobago Xi­
rna. It was now the time when the Manilla fhip 
was ~every hour expeCted; for they feldom or 
never fail of making land in the month of June, 
and fometimes fooner, and it was now the 1aft 
day of May, according to their frile, (when the 
Commodore took his ftation. ' 

It were tedious to entertain the reader with 
the various conjeCtures, furmifes, doubts, and 
anxieties, that agitated the minds of the people 
on board, from the day they came in fight of 
the Cape till the day that Mr. Charles Proby, a 
midfhipman, called out from the mafr-head, 
Afail! This was on the 20th of June,jufr one 
month after their arrival at the Cape. There 
did not remain a doubt but that it was one of 
the galleons (for two were expeCted this year, 
as none had been permitted to fail the year pre­
ceding) ; and the Commodore accordingly flood 
towards her. At half after feven in the morn· 
ing, they could fee her from the deck, at which 
time {he fired a gun to leeward, and took in her 
top-gallant-fails, as a fignal, as it was then fup-

pofed, 



COMMODORE ANSON's VOYAGE. 40 3 

pofed, to her confort; but in reality, as a fignal 
to her own people to prepare for action. The 
CommQdore was furprized to fee her fteadily 
purfue her courfe, and was now in no fear of 
lofing fight of her, as at noon he could fetch het 
wake. Her COntort not appearing, it was corl. 
eluded they had parted- company; and it noW' 
became vifible, that the galleon did not intend 
to fiy, but to fight. Every preparatio:1 had been 
previouOy made on board the Centurion, and all 
hands properly infrruEted; fa that every man on 
board repaired to his pbft with as much regulae 
rity and unconcern as if preparing for a review. 
Thirty of the beft markfmen lined the tops; two 
men placed themfelves at a gun to load theni ; 
and gangs of ten men each v~ere appointed to 0"0 

,0 

from gun to gun, to run them aur, and fire them 
as faft as 'they were loaded. A conftant runnillg 
fire was by this means kept up, and no interval 
allowed for the enemy to frand td their guns in 
fafety, as is common when whole broadfides are 
difcharged at once. 

AbOut one in the afternoon, the g"lleon haul­
ed up her fore-fa.il, and brought to U!ieler top~ 
fails, with her head to the nbrthward, hoili'ing 
Spanifh colours, and having the fiandard of Spain 
flying at the top-gallant-maft.,head. About the 
fame time the Centurion hoifted her broad pen­
dant and colours, being within gl1n-ibot of the 
enemy; and the Commodore, feeing them c1ear­
lng their decks of their cattle and lumber, 'gave 
orders to fire the chace·guns~ to difturb them 10 

3 fi' 2 their 
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their work. The galleon returned the fire with 
two of her ftero-guns, one of which carried away 
one of our fore-fhrouds, and our foreftay tackle, 
which could not have been done by an ordinary 
ball. The Centurion fetting her fprit-fail fore­
and aft for boarding~ the galleon, out of a bra­
vado, did the fame. Soon after, the Centurion 
ihot a"breafi: of the enemy within piftol-ibm, and 
now the engagement became hoc For the firft 
half hour the Centurion overGreached the gal~ 
leon, and lay on her bow, and, by the wideners 
~of her ports) could traverfealmoft all her guns 

upon the enemy, whil1l: the galJeon could only 
bring a part of her's to bear upon the Centurion 
in return. In the heat of the aCtion, the mats with 
which the galleon had ftuffed her netting took 
fire, and burnt violently, blazing up near as high 
as the mizzen-top. This accident threw the 
enemy into the lamoft terror, and alfo alarmed 
the Commodore, for fear the galleon fbould be 
purnt, and for fear he himfelf might fuffer by 
being clofely grappled by her. Happily, how­
ever, that danger was averted, and the fire ex­
tinguiihed, by cutting away the netting, and let­
ting the whole tumble into the fea. All this 
while the COQlmodore kept his firft advanta· 
geous pofition, firing with great regularity and 
britknefs ; while at the fame time the galleon'S 
decks lay open to our top-men, who, having at 
their firft volley driven the Spaniards from their 
tops, made prodigious havock with their fmall 
~rms~ killing or wounding every officer but one 

.. that 
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thatappeared upon the quarter-deek, and wound­
ing in particular the General of the galleon him­
felf. Thus the aCtion continued for more than 
half an hour; but then the Centurion loft the 

-fuperiority of her fituation, and came dofe along­
fide of the galleon, when the enemy continued 
their fire with great aCtivity for near an. hour 
longer; yet, even in this poGtion, the Commo­
dore's grape-fuot fwept their decks fo effectual-
ly, and the num ber of the dead and wOllnded be­
came 1'0 eonfiderable, that they began to falUn­
. to great confufion, efpeciall y as the General, who 
was the life of the action, was no longer able to 
exert himfelf. The diforder was fo grea~, that: 
their officers were feen from the Cemurion run­
ning about to prevent the defertion of their men 
from their pofts: but all their endeavours were 
in vain; for, after haviilg, as a laft effort, fired 
five or fix guns with more judgment than ufual) 
they yielded up the eontef!:; and, the galleon'S 
colours being fioged off the enGgn-f!:aff at the 
beginning of the engagement, {he ihuck t~le 
ftandard at the main top-gallant-maft-head ; bur 
even this office would have been at the peril of 
the man's life, had liot the Commodore, obferv­
iog what he was about, given exprds order$ to 

leave off firing. 
The Commodore, when the action was ended~ 

refolved to make the bef!: of his way with his 
prize to the river Canton, being in th~ mean 

. tjme fully employed in fecuring his pnfoners, 
and in removing the treafure from on board (he 

- galleon 
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galleon into the Centurion. His firft bufinefs was 
to commiffion the filip, and put her under the 
command of proper officers: Lieut. Saumarez 
was appointed Captain, and was immediately or­
dered on board to take po£feffion of his charge. 

But~ juft as the galleon had ftruck, the officer 
who commanded between decks cam eup, feern­
ingly to congratulate the Commodore on his 
conqueft, but at the fame time privately whifper­
ed to him, that the Centurion was dangeroufiy on 
fire near the powder-room. It [eerns one of the 
lads, called powder-monkies, being heedlefs, a 
cartridge that he was carrying blew up in his 
hands; this fired another, and that three of the 
lower-deck guns on the off fide of the fhip, 
which being happily loaded and laid down for 
fervice, and the ports hauled up to vent the 
fmoke, they did not occafion the leaft mifchief; 
however, the cartridges and guns together raifed 
fuch a fmother, that it was at firft doubtful whe­
ther it proceeded from the explofion, or fr()m a 
part of the fuip being on fire. In fact, upon ex­
amination, it was found to proceed from both; 
for, part of a cartridge having fallen between 
the planks of the cieling, clofe aft by the fcutrIe 
of the Chaplain's cabbin, not only a confider­
able fmoke iifued out, but a very fenGble heat, 
and, had it not been immediately extinguifhed. 
the confequence would have been dreadful: to 
be brief, a few pails of water feafonably applied 
did more than all the water of the ocean could 
had effe-cred after an hour's delay. 

This 
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Th~s alarm being thus, happily fubfided, we 

dl'au~hted out 50 of our people (of whom my .. ' 
felfwas one) to board and man the prize. I 
h<\d' ,he~rd we had killed them 60 men, al1s1 
wounded as ,many more, and expected to have 
feen ~he hOtTid fpeCl:ac1e of mangled limbs,' 
de~d carcaffes, and deckscove~ed with blood; 
but no fuen fpetl:!].!;le appeared; a partyhavipg: 
been properly ftp.,tiooed, during the time of 
aCtion" to wafu away the blood, and to throw 
the dead over· board. We found, however, 
many defperately wounded, and among them 
the General, who had received a mufket.ball 
in his breaft, and was fo iU, or pretended to be 
fo ill, that it was judged unfafe' to move him 
from him cab bin ; but: all the other officers,to~ 
gether with the J?afRngers of note, were te~1Z 
on board the Centurion. Among the, latter was 
an old gentleman, Governor of Gualu, who 
was going to Manilla to renew hIs' commiffiol), 
and who had fcarte mounted the Centurion's 
fide before ,he was receiv~d w~th openanns,by 
Mr. <:::rooden, Captain of mari;1es~ who 36 
yelmi before, at the ba.ttle of Almaaza, had 
been his prifoner, and honourably ufed by him. 
Thefe twO renewed their old a(quaintance~ and 
Captain.Crooden had a long-wifhed for opporm~ 
nity of returning the favolll:s he had formerly re;,. 
ceived, and which he gratefully remembered. 

The fbip, 1.1pOn examination~ was found to 

,contain to the value of more than a million and 
a half 
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a,half of doBars, was called the Nueftra Signora 
de Cabadonga, Don Jeronimo de Montero 
Commander, by nation a Portuguefe, and ac­
cOtlOted the moft intrepid officer employed in 
the Spanilh mercantile fervice: and, indeed, in 
my opinion, he was more brave than prudent; 
tor, furely, no wife man, intrufted with [uch a 
cargo~ fix leagues to the windward of a man. 
of-war purpofely ftattoned to intercept him, 
would have borne down upon his enemy, and 
braved him to his teeth, when, with the advan­
tage of [he wind, he might have gone fafe to 
port, from whence he was not more than 10 or 
12 leagues diftant, and where he might then 
have 1er his purfuer at defiance. 

His galleon was indeed larger than the man­
of-war, was pierced for 64 guns, but had only 
36 mounted, moo of them 12 pounders, and 
17 of them brafs: !he had, befides, 28 petera­
roes, in her gunwale, quarters, and tops, car~ 
rying each a 4 lb. ball; and, before the engage. 
hlem) fhe muftered 640 men capable of bear­
ing arms, officers and paffengers included. She 
was, betides, well furnifhed with fmall arms, 
and was particularly provided againft boarding, 
both by her clofe quarters, and by a thong net­
work of two-inch rope laced over her wafte. 
and fortified with half-pikes placed in the man~ 
ner of cheveaux de frize; but, notwithftand­
ing all her defences, fhe had 64 men kil1ed~ 
and 84 wounded, whilft the Centurion had only 
two men killed, and a Lieutenant and 16 men 

wounded, 
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wounded, all of whom recovered, one man only 
excepted. . 

.. And now the Commodore learnt from fome 
of the prifon~rs, that the other ihip, which he 
had kept in the port of Acapulco the year be­
fore, inftead of returning in company with this, 
as was expected, had failed earlier in the feafoll 
than ufual, and was probably got into Manilla 
before the Centurion fet fail from Mocao; fo 
that, notwithftanding our' prefent fuccefs, we 
had reafon to regret Lhe 10fs of time occafioned 
by the delays of the Chinefe, which prevented 
our taking two rich prizes in[tead of one; 
though, to fay the truth, it would not have 
been an eary tafk to difpofe of the prifoners, 
which, even as it fell out, was a matter that: 
gave the Commodore no fmall difquietude; for 
they were above double the . number of our 
own people; and fome of them obferved, when 
they were brought aboard, how flenderly we 
were manned; and the General himfelf could 
not help expreffing his indignation to be thtl'S 

beaten by a handful of boys. It was therefore 
neceffary for our own prefervation to . prevent 
their rifing; and that could not be fecurely ef. 
feCted without exercifing a degree of feverity, 
which in any other circumflances could not 
have been jullified on the principles of huma­
nity; for there was no method practica!>le bue 
that of flowing the men in the holds of [he 
two fhips; and as for the officers, 17 in num­
ber, they were c<mfined in the Firft Lieut~nant's 

y 0.1.. n. 3 G cabbin, 
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cabbin, under a guard of fix men, firft depriv:" 
ing them of their arms, and then keeping a 
firiEt watch on all their motions. Indeed, the 
fufferings of the common men, fuch of them 
in particular who were not employed in navi­
gating the thip, were much to be pitied; for, 
the weather being extremely hot, the fiench of 
the holds loathiome beyond conception, and 
their allowance of water but jufi fufficient to 
keep them alive,' being only .a pint a day for 
each man, it was next to a miracle that not a 
man of them died during their confinement, 
except five of the wounded, who expired the 
very night they were brought aboard the Cen-
turion. Thus circumftanced, the motives of 
humanity, as well as intereft, ftrongly urged 
theCommodor~ to hailen his return to China; 
and the prize being much damaged, both in 
her hull and rigging, it was found necdTary to 

take her in tow for the quicker difpatch. 
On 'the 21ft of June it blew a fiorm, which 

continued till the 25th, when the fea ran moun­
tainS high: in this ftorm the Centurion loft her 
lung-boat, and the prize a launch. 

On the zd of July we pam~d between. the 
Balhee Wands, though the rippling of the fea 
fetlTled to indicate breakers or rocky -ground; 
but the wind being fo far to the northward as 
to render it difficult to weather them, werifqued 
the danger to thorten the voyage. On the 8th 
of J ulv we made the coaft ot China, and on 
the . r I~th came to an anchor off the city of 

Mocao; 
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Macao; from thence we proceeded to the rj vcr 
of Canton, where we met with the ufualob­
ftruCl:ions from rhe cufrom-houfe officers, and 
where the Commodore. was again obliged, as 
it were, refolutely to force his way to his in­
tended {brion. The officer who came to take 
the dimenfions of his fhips, in tbe ufual man­
ner, feemed aftoni{h(:d when he talked of being 
exempted from the accufiomed rares, and gave 
him to underftand that the emperor's- duty 
mutt be paid by every fhip that came into his 
port,s; and the pilot ha.d private inftnJcbons 
not to carry the lliips through the Bocca Tygris, 
or narrow pafs that forms the entrance into the 
river of Canton. till fecuriry was given for the 
accuftomed charges. 

And here it may be neceffary jllft to !TIeotion, 
that this paf.t;, not more .than a quarterofa 
mile in breadth, is defendeq by two forts on 
the oppofite fides; but thefe the Commodore 
difregarding, and being determined to enter the 
river without delay, as the ftormy feafon was 
approaching, he callfed the pilot to .be brought 
before him, and in a determined tone threaten­
ed to hang him to the yard-<1.rm, if he did ;not 
inftantly take charge of tbe lliip, and carry her 
fafe, withoutfhikillg ground, through the Hocca 
Tygris into the open river. The poor .pilot 
performed his office, bqt ,did not efcape. punifh­
ment for what he could not help. He waS ino 

!tantly feized on being releafed. from thie Cen~ 
turiQn~ ,ommit~ed to prifoOt and rigoroul1y 
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diftiplined with the bamboo. However, he 
found means to get accefs to the Commodore 
afterwards, to fupplicate a recompence, who, 
ever ready to reward the fufferers in his fervice, 
gave him fuch a fum as more than contented 
him for his whipping. Nor was the poor pilot 
the -only fufferer; for the Governors of the forts 
were both difplaced for not preventing what it 
was in vain for them to attempt to oppofe, and 
for not doing what all the council muft know 
,vas impoffible to be done, 

On the! 6th, the Commodore fent his Second 
Lieutenant to Canton, with a letter to the Vice­
roy, aligning his reafons for putting into that 
port, demanding a licence for purchafing pro· 
vifions and frores, and intimating an intention 
of waiting upon his Excellency in perfon to 
make his acknowledgements. The Lieutenant 
was civilly received, and promifed an anfwer the 
next day. In the mean time, the principal of­
ficers of the prize defired permiffion to go to 
Canton on their parole, which was readily 
granted. Thefe no fooner arrived, than they 
were called before the magiftracy, and examin­
ed; when they generoufiy and frankly acknow­
ledged, that they fell into the hands of the 
Commodore by the chance of war, and that 
though they were prifoners, they were notwirh­
ftanding at liberty to treat for their releafe: 

. they faid farther, that it was not the cuftom 
among European nations to put prifoners to 
ueath j but that the 'laws of war authoriz.ec! 

much 
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mtlch feverer treatment than they had hitherto 

met with from their conquerors. This confeffioll 
from an enemy had great weight with the Chi­
nefe, viho, till then, though they had revered 
the Commodore's naval force, had yet fl1fpeCl;­
ed his morals, and had confldered him rather as 
a lawlefs free-booter, than as one commiffioned 
by the nate for the revenge of public injuries. 

On the 20th of July, three Mandarim:s with 
their retinue came on board, and brought the 
Viceroy's permit for a daily fupply ofprovifi~n~ 
and for pilots to carry the !hips up the riv~r as 
high as the fecond bar; and, at the fame time, 
they delivered a meffage fwm the Viceroy, ill 
anfwer to that part of the Commodore's letter 
which related to his vifiting his Excellency; the 
fubftance of which meffage was, that the Vice;. 
roy wi!hed the Commodore to defer his villt till 
the hot [earon -was over, but that, in September, 
when the weather would be more temperate, he 
thould be glad to receive him. This the Coin­
modore looked upon as a fineife, knowing an 
exprefs was fent up to the Emperor's court at 

Peking; whence the real motive for putting 
off the villt feemed to be to gain time to feceive 
the Emperor's inftruCtions concerning the cereQ 

mony to be obferved at his reception .... Th~ 
Mandarines, having difpatched this part of thei~ 
commiffion, next entered upon the bl1(inefs Qf 
the port charges; whereupon the Commodore 
fl.t once ,ut them ilion, by telling them, that~ 

a~ 
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as he did not come to trade, he was not to be 
treated upon the fame footing with trading 
{hips; that his Britannic Majeflfs !hips l1ever 
paid cuftoms in the ports of Europe, nor ever 
would be 'fubject to any pecuniary impofts in 
any other port whatever. Fmding nothing to 
be gained on this head, they told the Com mo· 
dore~ that they had frill another matter in 
charge, and that was the releafe of the prifon~ 
ers rakeR on board the galleon; for that the 
Emperor would never permit the fubjeCts of 
princes with whom he was in alliance to be held 
in 'bondage in his dorrlinions, nor could the 
Viceroy anfwer it to his Sovereign, if he fuffered 
it; and that, therefore, his Excellency hop~d 
that the Commodore would give immedia~e 
orders for their releafe. 

Though nothing could be more agreeable to 
the Commodore, who wanted much to be rid 
of the incumbrance, than this requifition, yet, 
to inhance the favour, he at firft raifed difficul~ 
ties; but at length fuffered himfelf to be pre­
vailed upon by their in treaties, and concluded~ 
by aifuring them, that, to !hew his readine1s to 
oblige, he would deliver up 'the prifoners when­
ever the Viceroy would pleafe to order boats to 

fetch them. Matters being thus adjufted, the 
Mandarines departed: and, in a few days, two 
Chineie junks were rent from Canton to carry 
them to Macao, under the direction of one 
Captain Pial, Comrnaodej" of a. Spanilh mer­
chant<man, to whofe {hip we gave chace in our 

paff'agc 
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paffage from the Ba{hee Wands to Moq,o, bUt 
10ft fight of her in the night. 

To this gentleman the General of the galleon, 
and all his officers, except one who accompanied 
us to England, were delivered up. And now 
I have occafion to mention the General, I can­
not help relating an affair which gave us on board 
the prize a great deal of concern, and fufficient· 
Iy fhewed the meannefs of his [pirit, and his 
beggarly craft. I have already taken notice of 
his being wounded in the engagement, and of 
his being indulged with the ufe of his own 
cabbin till he was fit to be removed. TheCom· 
madore, over and above this indulgence, fent 
him a furgeon from his own {hip, upon a com­
plaint that the Spanifu furgeon on board the 
galleon was quite ignorant in his profeffion; but 
at the fame time he fent an officer to demand 
his commiilion. Pretending to the officer that 
he was unable to move, he referred him to a 
fmall box in a locker of his private cabbin, in 
which, he {aid, it was, and likewife a fword~ 
belt fet with diamonds of great value, his own 
property; but, upon fearch, neither the com­
million nor the beIt could be found: and, as 
fame of our people had been rummaging both 
that and other parts of the filip, he protefted, 
that, if they could not be there found, they 
rollft have been taken away and concealed. 
Under colour of this concealment, though he 
never produced his commiffion, he all along re­
ceived the moft· humane ahd gentlemanlike 

treatment 
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treatment that the moft worthy officer could de­
fire or expect; and fuch was continued till his 
departure, when neither his chefts, of which 
he had two very large ones, nor any of his 
trunks or cafes were fuifered to be fearched: 
but every thing which he claimed as his perfo­
nal effeCts were delivered to him with the great­
eft care and punctuality; though, as I was af­
terwards informed, he had many valuable ven­
tures con~ealed, which ought to have been deli­
vered up as prize to the captors; but, as that was 
never examined into, he carried them off with 
the rdt, and, it was fuppofed, was not the leaft 
among the gainers by the capture of his 1hip. 
He perIiIted, however, to the laft: in the 10[s 
of his commifIion and belt, and, though there 
were none on board on w hom he could charge 
tbe theft, yet the Commodore fufficiently ex­
preffed his difpleafure againft the w hole by the 
prohibition he laid upon us, as Joon as the prize 
came to an anchor in the river, by which all 
communication was cut off . .between us and the 
country people, and no boat fuffered to come 
near us but our own; by which fevere order we 
were entirely debarred from purchaGng our 
own provifions and necdfaries from the Chinefe, 
which the people in the Centurion were at full 
liberty to do; neither could we employ the 
Chinefe tradefmen to fupply us with apparel, 
of which we frood greatly in need, though 
in that too the Centurion's people were indulg­
ed: and all this for no other reafon, that was 

ever 
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ever affigned, but that, if the jewels the Ge~e .. 
tal had loft were. concealed, the Commodore 
was determined the fecreter mould' have no op~ 
portunityof difpofing of them without being 
difcovered. Had this precaution been taken, 
as it ougnt, for the fatisfa8:iofl of thofe who 
fuffered under the feverity of the cenfme, and 
had the effects of the Spanilh General been pro .. 
perly infpected, the fecreter would have been 
publicly expofeci; fcir, when We afterwards 
fell down to Mocao with the fl1ips, where we 
fold the prize, I was myfelf told by an Irilh 
prieft, that the General had both his commif­
fion and his belt; that he made no feeret of the 
matter at Macao; and that he had offered the 
jewels (beil1g only made up by way of blind) 
among the merchants for fale. 

But to return: during our ftay in the river Can .. 
ton, our people were employed in repairing the 
Centurion, over-:-hauIing her failsahd rigging; 
deanfing and ventilating het decks and quarters 
below, and in paying and decorating her hull; 
infomuch, that when the came to fail, the had 
more the appearance of a fhip newly fitted outil 
than one that had been a tHree.year's voyage irl 
ttaverfing the globe. While thefe things were 
doing on board the Centurion; we In the prize 
were bufied in rummaging for treafure, till a.;. 
bout the latter end of Auguft, when. we made 
a full end of our feafdi, arid found, upon ac.;, 
count of the captors, in fpecie, 1,278,54-6 dol~ 
hrs, and 1,324- of wrought plate and virgik 
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filver. The jewels we found were not thell 
valued. 

At the fame time that the inferior officers 
and feamen were employed in thefe different 
lervices, the Commodore had a frill more im­
portant bufinefs in hand. He knew it was im­
poffible for us to proceed to Europe without a:l 
ample fupp1y of proviIions and other fea-ftores ; 
and, though we were furnilhed with a daily 
allowance, yet 00 order bad been obtained for 
viCtualling us for our intended voyage. Ap­
.plication had indeed been made, and terms a. 
greed upon with the contractors to furnifh what­
ever was neceifary; and they had undertaken 
to procure the Viceroy's permiffion for the de­
livery; but when, about the middle of Septem­
ber, the proper officer was fent to enquire what 
forwardnefs thefe things were in, he found that 
neither the baker had begun to bake the bread, 
nor the butcher to kill the oxen, nor was the 
'1eafi fiep taken to comply with anyone article 
of the agreement. We could no otherwife ac~ 
count for this faithlefs procedure. of the Chi. 
nefe, than by fuppofing they meant to ftarve 
us into a compliance with their accuftomed de­
mands for port charges, with which the Com­
modore was determined never to acquiefce. In­
deed, it was, fufpeCl:ed, that the contraCtors 
themfelves had fome intereft in ,promoting the 
delay, though it was not eafy to penetrate the 
views bY' which they were influenced, as it may 
with truth be afferted, that in artifice, faHhood~ 

and 
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and attachment to all kinds of lucre, the Chi­
nefe, as a nation, are not to be paralleled by 
any other people under the fun. It were end­
leis to recount all the artifices, extortions, and 
frauds, which were practifed on the Commo­
dore and his people by this interefted race. 
The method of buying provifions in China be:' 
ing by weight, the tricks made ufe of to make 
them heavy are almoft incredible. At one time 
a number of fowls and duc~s being brought for 
the £bip'sftore, the greateft part of them pre. 
fently died, which fpread a general alarm on 
board left they £bould have died of poiron . ; but, 
on examination, it was difcovered that they had 
been crammed with [mall ftones and gr-Avel to 
increafe their weight. The hogs, too, b~ught 
of the Chinefe butchers ready killed, were 
found to have had water injected into 'th~ car­
cafes for the fame purpofe; and whIm; tQ avoid 
this cheat, the hogs were bought alive, it was 
found that faIt had been givt;n them to increafe 
their thirft, tbat methods had been ufed to 
fupprefs th~ir urine, and that the tortured ani* 
mals had been fold in that inflated frate. ,Mr. 
Walter adqs-[for it is on his authority ,that 
thefe inftances are reportedJ-·that, as the Chi­
nefe never fcruple to eat the animals that die of 
themfelves, they contrived, by their fecret prac­
tices, when the Commodore put to fea, that 
part of his live fea-ftore ihould die in a £bart 
time l!:fter it was put on board: in order, there a 

fore, to make a fecond profit of the dead car-
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cafes which they expected would be. thrown 
over-boatd, they followed in boats to pick up 
the carrion; and, accordingly, two thirds of 
the hogs dying before they were out of fight of 
land, their labour could not be in vain. 

The treachery of the contractors being now 
dlfcovered, the Commodore determined to re­
new his former requifition for an audience with 
the Viceroy'. With this view, he notified his 
intention to the proper Mandarine, and defired 
that he would fix the time with the Viceroy 
when he would be pleafed to receive him; at 
the fame time giving him to underftand, that, 
on the firft of OCtober, he intended to proceed 
in his bOat to Canton. The Mandarine return­
ed for aIlfwer, that he would acquaint the ViceG 

roy with the Commodore's intentions. As it 
was ap'prehended, that the payment of the cuf. 
tomary duties would be demanded at,this inter ... 
view, the Commodore took the neceffary pre­
cautions to prevent th~ Chinefe from facilitating 
the fucceis of their. pretenfions by having him in 
their power at Canton, and, therefore, gave the 
command of the Centurion to his Firft Lieut. 
Mr. Brett (now Sir Piercy), with orders, if he 
!bouid be detained, to lie at the mouth of the 
river, and fuffer no fhip or boat to pafs or re­
pafs till he was re1eafed, by which the whole 
'navigation of the river would be immediately 
obftructed. . 

This being known to the Chinefe, they were 
pow more than ever embarraffed in their deli~ 
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berations. The morning of the fidl: of Oaober 
arrived, and juft as the boat's crew, eighteen in 
number, which the Commodore propofed to 
take with him, appeared in their uniform, 
namely, fcarlet jackets and blue filk waiftcoats, 
the whole trimmed with filver, with filver 
badges on their jackets and caps, his linguift 
came to him from th€! Mandarine, to tell him, 
that a letter had been received from the Vice­
roy, defiring the Commodore to defer his in­
tended purpofe for two or three days, which 
not being doubted, the men were ordered to be 
undreft,. and the preparations were all laid afide ; 
but, in the afternoon of the fame day, another 
linguift came on board, feemingly in a great 
panic, informing him, that the Viceroy had ex­
pected him up that day; that the council was af­
fembled, and the troops under arms to receive 
him; 'and that the Viceroy was highly ince,n[ed 
at the difappointment, and had rent the Com­
modore's linguifl: to prifon, chained, fuppofing 
him to be the fole cau[e of the contempt, 
This plaufible tale gave the Commoqore great 
uneafinefs, not at that time fufpecHng any irp­
pofition; and though it afterwards appeared 
to be all a mere farce, yet the Jaliliood was fo 
well fupported by the artifices of the Chinefti 
merchants, that three days afterwards the Com­
modore received a letter, figned by all the Su­
percargoes of the Englifh £hips then at the place, 
expreffing their uneailnefs at what had happen­
ed~ and intimating their fears ~h!lt fome infult 

. would 
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would be offereq to his boat, if he attempted to 
come to Canton before the Viceroy Y'as fully fa. 
tisfied of the miftake. To this letter the Com­
modore replied; that he did not believe there 
had been a miftake, but was perfuaded it was a 
forgery of the Chinefe to prevent his vifiting 
the Viceroy; that, therefore, he would certainly 
come up to Canton on the 13th of Oaober, 
confident that the Chinefe would not dare to 
offer him any iofult, as well knowing he !hould 
want neither power nor inclination to make 
them a proper return. 

On the 13th of Oaober, the Commodore 
continuing firm to his refolutions, all the Super .. 
cargoes of the Englifh, Vani(h, and Swedifh 
!hips, came on board the Centqrion, to accom ... 
pany him to Canton, for which place he fet out 
in his barge the fame day, attended by his own 
boats, and by thofe of the trading fhips, which 
on this occafion were fent to augment his reti­
nue. As he paffed by Wampo where the Eu­
ropean veffels lay, he was faluted by all of them 
except the French, and in the evening he ar-
rived fafelyat Canton. ' 

The Chinefe merchants, who affe~ed to ap­
pear very much pleafed that he had met with 
no opporition in his way, pretended that the 
Viceroy was then fo fully employed in preparing 
his difpatches for Pekin cr, that there was no get .. 
ting admittance to him ~ but that they' had en­
gaged one of the officers of his court, as fool;1 
~ he was at leifure, to notify the Commodore's 
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arrival, and endeavour to fix the audience. 
Thm.lgh the Commodore knew this to be a 
falfehood, yet he fuffered himfelf to be perfuad­
ed by the European Supercargoes not to appear 
to doubt it, provided the Chinefe merchants 
would undertake that his bread fuould be bak­
ed. his meat falted, and his ftares in readinefs, 
within the fpace of 40 days; after which time, 
if the leaf\: article was pretended to be forgot­
~ten, he would force his way to the Viceroy, and 
prefer his complaint. During the interval, while 
the contractors were endeavouring in e;uneft to 
fulfil the terms of the agreement on their part, 
(which by the way they infifted fhould be paid 
for in advance on his), a fire broke out in the 
fuburbs of Canton, which on the firft alarm 
might eafily have been extinguifhed, by pulling 
down fome of the adjoining fheds; which the 
Commodore with his officers and crew obferv­
ing, were inftantly about to carry into execu­
tion; but they were told, that whatever they 
pulled down they muft build up again at their 
own expence, and that none but a Mandarine 
rnuft prefume [0 direct. upon fuch occaGons. 
The Commodore, on this admonition, difpatched 
his people to the Englifh faCtory to affifr them 
in fecuring their effects, as it was eafy to Joreree 
that no diftance was fafe from fire~ where the 
common people contented themfelves withgaz .. 
ing at it, and now·and·then holding up an idol 
or two to extinguifh it. At length, however., a 
,Mandarine came out of the cjty~ with 4 or 500 
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firemen, who made fome very feeble efforts to 
pull down the neighbouring houfes; but by this 
time the fire had extended itfelf, and had fpread 
amana- the merchants warehoufes, where the 

l~ 

Chinele firemen had neither fpirit nor fkill to 
encollnterit; fa that it was feared the whole 
city wourd have been laid in afhes. ,In this 
emergency, the Viceroy vOllchfafed to make his 
appearance, and a meffage was fent to the Com­
modore, requeftiog his affiftance. Accordingly, 
he harrened a fecond time, with about 40 of his 
people, to the place where the fire raged with 
the molt violence, and in fight of the whole city 
performed fuch daring, and, to the people who 
beheld them, 11.1ch aftonifhing feats, that they 
looked upon them as falamanders, and cried out, 
that they could live in fire. In truth, it was no 
llncommon thing to fee the boldeft and molt ac­
tive among them tumble on the roofs amidft the 
ruins of the houfes which their own efforts had 
brought down under them. And thus, by their 
refoluti(;m and agility, the fire was very foon fub­
dued, io, the aftonilhment of the Chinefe who 
were fpettators of the wonders they performed. 
On this occafion the Swedilh was the only Euro­
pean factory that fuffered; yet on my arrival in 
England, to my no fmall diverfion, I read in the 
Paris Gazette, that the city of Canton had been 
almoft wholly deftroyed; and that, in particular, 
the Englifh, Dutch, Danifh, and Portugtlefe 
factories, had been burnt down, and almolt all 
their effeds confurned; but that the French 

factory 
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faCl:ory had providentially e[caped, their goods 
being all £hipped before the conflagration reach­
ed the quarter allotted for their refidence . 

. This fignal affiLtance gained the Admiral 
much refpeCl:; he was the next day waited 
upon by the principal inhabitants with pre1ents 
and thanks; and foon after, a meffage came 
from the Viceroy appointing the 30th of No. 
vember for the day of audience. Being highly 
pleafed with this Iaft intimation, he inftantlv 
gave orders for the neceffary preparations; and 
engaged Mr. Flint, a gentleman belonging to 
the Englifu faCtory, for his interpreter, who~ 
being trained up from his infancy among the 
Chinefe, fpoke their language fluently, and who 
was not afraid to declare with boldnefs what the 
Admiral delivered him in charge, a part which 
the Chinefe interpreters would not have dared 
to have performed with equal fidelity. 

On the day appointed, at 10 o'clock, the 
Commodore and his retinue fet out; and, as he 
entered the outer gate of the city, he was met 
by a guard Of200 foldiers, whocondut1:ed him 
to the great parade before the Emperor's palace, 
in which the Viceroy then refided, where a body 
of troops to the number of 10,000 were drawn 
up under arms, who made a fine appearance, 
being all new cloathed for this ceremony. 
Through the middle of this body the' Commo~ 
dore with his retinue marched to the hall of au~ 
dience, where he found the Viceroy feated tln~ 
der a rich canopy in the Emperor's chair' of 
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frate, with all his council of Mandarines attend­
ing. He was feared the third in order from the 
Viceroy, the chiefs of the law and treafury be­
ing the only perfoos feared above him. He then, 
addreiIing himfelf to the Viceroy by his inter· 
preter, complained to him of the delays he had 
met with, the inGncerity of thofe he had em­
ployed, the vexatious impofitions of the officers 
of the cllf\:oms, the grievances of the Britifh fub-
'leas, and, finally, the 10fs fllftained by the Haf­
lingfield Jndiaman, ~ho had arrived there dif­
mafted but a few days before the fire happened, 
by which the crew had been great fufferers, and 
the Captain in particular, who had loft a cheft 
of treature value 4500 tahel. To the latter ar­
ticle the Commodore received for anfwer, that, in 
fettling the Emperor's cuftoms with that ihip, 
the Captain fhould be confidered. To the other 
complaints, the Commodore received no anfwer 
at aU. And having now gone through the fe­
veral articles he had in charge from the com­
pany, he entered next upon his own affairs, and 
particularly concerning the licence to fbip. off 
his provifions a;nd ftores, which, he faid, were 
all ready, and the {eafon for failing was now fet 
in. The Viceroy replied to this, that the li­
cence fhould ·bf immediately iffued. and thaI: 
every thing iliould be ordered on board the [01- -
lowing day. The bufinefs being now at an end, 
the Viceroy continued the converfation for fome 
time on matters of indifference and curiofity ; 
and, after obferving that the Centurion had been 
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long on their coaft, he concluded with acknow­
ledgments for the fervices the Commodore had 
rendered the Chinefe nation by the aCti vity of 
his peop1e at the late fire, and with wiihing him 
a p'rofperous voyage to Great Britain. Thus 
happily concluded this long-expeCted audience; 
and, in purfuance of the Viceroy's promifes, the 
provifions were begun to be fbipped the very 
next day; and now all the preparations for PUt­
ting to fea were purfued with fo much expedition, 
that by the 9th the Centurion and her prize 
were ready to unmoor, and on the loth palfed 
through the Bocca Tygris into the open road, 
and on the 12th anchored before the town of 
lVlocao. While they lay here, thePortuguefe 
merchants entered into treaty with the Comma .. 
dore for the pur'chafe of the prize, for which 
they would give no more than 6000 dollars, 
though worth double that fum; but the impa­
tience of the Commodore to be gone, that he 
might himfelf be the meffenger of his own good 
fortune, and thereby prevent the enterprizes of 
the <memy to intercept him, prevailed upon him 
to conclude the bargain; and, fbe being deliver .. 
ed on the 15th of December, and the money 
received, in the afternoon of the fame day he 
hoiiled fail, and took his departure for his na­
tive home. On the 3d of January he came to 
an anchor on Prince's Illand, in the ftraits. of 
Sunda, where he {hid the beft .part of five days 
to wood and water, and on the 8th weighed 
and continued his courfe. From this time till 
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the 20th we .had foul and ftormy weather, fa 
bad, that I thought it impoffible to meet with 
fuch in latitudes fo near the Equator; and the 
WInd blowing direttly againft us, we were driven 
pretty near the coaft of New Holland; and, had 
it continued blowing from the fame ql1arter~ 
with equal violence, for 48 hours longer, we 
fhould have found it difficult to have cleared 
that coaft; but, on the 21ft, the wind abated~ 
and the weather became moderate. On the 
~4th, the trade-wind fet in, and we then pro­
ceeded on our paffage with the higheft alacrity. 

On the 2zd of February, at half after four 
in the morning, I difcovered a comet to the 
eaftward, near the horizon, being. as I judged, 
lately emerged from the fun's rays. Its tail 
was at this time about 10 degrees in length; 
but in lefs than' a fortnight it increafed and ex~ 
tended itfelf to near 40 degrees. Its head ap­
peared very large and bright; and, on a nice 
infpeCtion, I have perceived it when the fun 
has been about a diameter above the horizon. 
The next time I obferved its diftance from the 
planet Venus to be 26 deg. 50 min. following 
the order of the planets ; but not having in .. 
ftrumenrs proper for taking altitudes without 
a very obvious fenfible horizon, I was prevent­
ed from making more fatisfactory obfervations. 
From this time, till the 6th of March, we had 
pleafant weather, with few exceptions; but on 
that and the three following days, being neap 
the Ca.re of Good Hope, we had fome boiite .... 
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rous ftorms; yet, when we arrived at Table­
bay, on the 11th, the Dutch knew not that 
any fuch had happened. We found riding here 
two Englifu Eaft-Indiamen, the Salifbury and 
Warwick, each of which faimed us with 13 
guns, and we returned I I. We alfo found five 
Dutch fhips, one of which having, as Admi~ 
ra1, a flag at his main-top-maft-head, faluted 
us with 9 guns, to which we returned 7. At 
~ I at night we parted our beft bower cable and 
hawfer, both of which were very rotten, and 
the next dqy moored again with others pur­
chafed from the Dutch. Here the Commodore 
continued till the beginning of April, highly 
delighted with the place, and during his feay 
entered about 40 new men. Oil the 3d of 
May, having com pleated Ollr water and provi­
lions, we on that day weighed and put to fea. 
On the 19th of April we paffed within fight of 
the ifia:nd of St. Helena, which, however, we 
did not vifit. On the 26th we caught on board 
the fhip a fnake that meafured in length fix 
feet and two inches, which our furgeon, on 
examination, pronounced to be perfectly harm­
!efs. It was fuppofed to be brought on board 
with our wood, at Prince's Wand, in the firairs 
pf Sunda. The 30th, being before the wind, 
with a fine breeze, and a gentle rain, a violent 
and fudden fquall took us a-head, tbrewaUthe 
1hip's fails a-back, carried away her fore-top­
fail yard, [plit the fore-fail, the foretop-fail, 
the for~-top-~allant.fail, and tbe mizze? and 
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mizzen-top fail. During this fquaIl the (hip laid 
down very much, and we were in the mmoft dan­
ger of our malts coming by the board; butpro~ 
videntially we efcaped without further damage. 

The 9th of June, in the evening, it bf'ing a 
thick fog, we on a fl1dden faw a iliip clofe by 
us; we fired a iliot, and brought her too. She 
proved an Englifh ihip from Amfterdam, bound 
for Philadelphia or Carolina, with Palatine emi­
grants. She gave llS the firil: notice of a war 
with France, and proceeded on her voyage. 
The loth of June we came into foundings. 
The I I th, at half pail: eleven in the morning, 
we difcovered three fail, and at one in the after­
noon fpoke with one .of them, being a Dutch 
fhip from Dublin. At the fame time, the fe­
cond, being pretty near us, ihewed Dutch co­
lours. The third, who had been in chace of 
the others the whole day, perceiving we de­
figned to fpeak with her, frood from us with 
all the fail fbe could crowd. We gave chace 
to her for about three hours, when, finding we 
did not gain upon her, we refumed our former 
courfe. On the 12th, in the morning, the fog 
clearin g up, we perceived the Lizard Point: 
but that the fignal perils) which had fa often 
threatened us, and from which we had been 
more than once providentially delivered, might 
be difcoverable to the laft, we were afterwards 
told, that there was a French fleet of confide .. 
rable force cruifing in the chops of the chan-

ne]. 
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ne1, through the middle of which we had this 
night failed without being perceived.· 
. On the 13th, between the IOe of Portland 

and the Ine of Wight, we faw a !hip towing 
another which was difabled in her malls. This 
fhip proved the Salamander privateer, with a 
French prize. The 14th, at eleven in the 
morning, we anchored at the back of the JOe 
of Wight, and in the evening weighed, and 
again anchored at Spithead.-Thus we finiihed 
a long and perilous voyage, which had lalled 
three years and nine months, after having by 
its events, as Mr. Walter obferves, ftrongly 
evinced this important truth, That though 
prudence, intrepidity, and perfeverance, united, 
are not exempted from the blows of advede 
fortune, yet, in a long [eries of tranfaCtions, 
they ufually rife fuperior to its power, and in 
the end rarely fail of proving fuccefsful." 

[Having now brought this celebrated voyage 
to a conclufion, it may, perhaps, be expected 
that we !hould give fome account of the Spa­
niih fquadron, which we have more than once 
had occafion to mention, and which was fa near 
intercepting the Commodore at firll fetting om, 
that, had the Spaniih Admiral cruifed to the 
eaftward of the iOand of Madeira, inllead of 
the weftward of it, the two fleets mull have 
certainly met; and, in that cafe. whatever had 
been the event of the action, the progrefs of the 
voyage muft have been effeCtually prevented. 

This 
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This fquadran was compofed of the follow­
ing !hips: the Afia, of 66 guns, 700 men, com­
manded by Don Jofeph Pizarro, as Admiral; 
the Guipufcoa, 74 guns, 700 men; the Her­
miona, 54 guns, 500 men; the Efperanza, 50 

guns, 450 men; the Eftevan, 40 guns, 350 
men; and a patache of 20 guns, 120 men; 
and over and above this complement, they had 
on board on old Spanilh regiment of foot, in­
tended to reinforce their garrifons in the South 
Seas, and to counterbala!1ce the land forces that 
it was known were intended to be put on board 
the Commodore. 

When this fleet had cruifed, as has been faid, 
to the leeward of Madeira, till they were in a 
manner certain that the Commodore had 'either 
pa1Ted by, or deferred his voyage, their Admiral 
determined to purfue his inftruCl:ions, and COIl­

tinue his coude to the South Seas; but firft, it 
was neceffary to freer to the coaft of Brazil to 
recruit his provifions, being victualled only for 
four months, and more than two of the four 
being already elapfed. 

Accordingly, about the beginning of Nov em..; 
ber, 1740, he quitted 'his frat ion off the Ma­
dei.ras t and, o~ thesth of January following~ 
arnved at .the rIver of Plate; where. coming to 
an anchor In the bay of Maldando, he fent im­
mediat.ely to Buenos Ayres for a fllpply. ~ 

Whlle they lay here, they received intelli­
gence, by the treachery of the Portuguefe Go .. 
'Vernor of St. Catharine's,' of the Commodore's 
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arrival at that port, and of the weak condition he 
was then in; but, whatever were his reafans . , 
Pizarro dedined making any other ufe of this 
intelligence, than harrening his preparations 
to double the Cape, which he hoped to effecr 
before the Commodore was in read.ineis to fol­
low him. With this view, after refrelhing his 
crew, and recruiting his water, he inftantly fet 
fail without waiting for his provifions (which. 
however, arrived a day or two after he fet fail,) 
rightly concluding, that, if he got the ibm of 
the Commodore in the South Seas, he ihould 
not only alarm the coaLt, but fo ftrengthen the 
forts againft the attacks of the enemy, as effec­
tually to baffle their defigns, by depriving them 
of the means of procuring necefiarie~. But, not­
withftanding this precipitatioli, the Commodore 
put to fea four days before him, and, in fome 
part of the paffage round the Cape, the fleers 
were fo near each other, that the Pearl, as has 
been faid, being feparated in a ftorm, ran withil1 
gun.lhot of the Aua before {be found her mif­
take. 

It was with the utmoft difficulty, and not 
without conGderab1e rewards, that the Spanilh 
failors were prevailed upon to undertake the 
paffage round Cape Horn at that tempeftuoljs 
feafon: however, being once eHgaged, they COl)­

tinued to per revere, till by the latter end of FI~­
bruary they had run the length of the Cape, an.d 
were turning to the weftward, when a ftorm 
arofe, in whic;n the Guipufco.a, Hermior.a, 
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~nd EfperaJizi, toft fight of the Adl11iral,and on 
tbe 6th~ o{ . March the Guipufcoa: was feparated 
from the other two; On the 7ththe'fiorm in­
ereafed, and by its irrefiftible violence drove the 
whole fquadroh to the eaftward, and, after [eve­
~tl unfliccefsful eff~m, obliged them to return 
to the coaft of BrazIl, where the ACta cook fuel. 
ter iii the river of Plate, and about the middle 
o~ May was joined by the Efperanza and Efte;.. 
van; the Hermiona having, as was (uppo[ed, 
foundered at feaJ asihe was never more heard 
of, and the Guipufcoa being run afhor~ and funk 

. on ~hecoaft of Brazil. The pat ache, we ihould 
have obferved, was condemned before' they 
'quiHed the eoaft of Brazil, and her crew diftri­
bured ithong the other ihips; fo that, of the fix: 
ihips of whidnhis fquadron originally confifted, 
there now only remainded three, and thofe in a 
moft iniferab1e condition; for, though it does 
not 'appear, that the Spaniards were fo feverely 
vifitedwith that moft fatal difeafe the fea·fcuI'­
vy~' which carried off fo many of the Englifh in 
this pafTage, yet they were reduced by famine to 
fuch. infinite diftrefs, that rats, when they' could 
be caught, were fold tor four dollars a-piece; 

. anda failor, who died on board, had his death 
concealed for fever-al days by his brother, who 
d\l't1ng that tim~lay in the fame hammock with 
the 'deadcorpfe, only to receive the dead mall's 
.,.Ylowance •.. 

In ihisdreadful fituation, they were alarmed, 
by the difcovety of a confpiracy among the fol­

diers 
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cliers on board the Afia~ to murder the Admiral, 
and all the {hip's crew, originating from· no other 
motive but that of appropriating the whole frock 
of provifions to the confpirators own proper ufe. 
But this plot was prevented, when jufr upon the 
point of execution, by means of the priefr on 
board, who, having taken the confemon of one 
of the confpirators as he lay at the point of 
death, purfued proper meafures to defeat their 
bloody purpofes, and to bring three of the ring­
leaders to condign punilhment. 

B,ut, though this combination failed of its 
effeCt, there were other diftreiTes that multiplied 
upon them, and which could not be prevented. 
Hunger af.ld thirft, the moil dreadful of all 
other calamities, daily became more grievous; 
the {hips grew continually more and more 
leaky, and the men lefs able tofrand at the 
pumps; nothing was to be feen but defpon­
dency in every countenance; nothing heard but 
lamentations and complaints, which were em­
bittered by the abfolute impoffibility of reliev­
ingthem. Under the weight of thefe affecting 
circumfiances, the Afia was near finking, when 
file arrived at Monte Vedio with fcarce half her 
crew alive. The Efrevan, when {he anchored 
in the bay of Barragan, hacJ. in like manner loft 
about the fame number of her hands; but, what, 
was frill worfe, and ,is almoft incredible, the Ef­
peranza, out of a crew of 450 [eamen which lhe 
brought from Spain~ had only 58 that reached 
the, iliore, and the whole regiment of foldiers, 
60 men only excepted, perifhed. 

3 K 2 Being 
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Being now in want of all kinds of neceifaries, 
maas, yards, rigging, prov ifions, and money, 
Pizarro difpatched an exprefs over land to St. 
Jago, in Chili, to be from thence forwarded to 
the Viceroy of Peru, defiring a remittance .of 
200,000 dollars; and what muft aftonifh the 
reader is, that the Indian who was charged with 
this difpatch, though in the depth of winter, 
when the Cordilleras are judged impafiable by 
reafon of the fnow, was only 13 days in his 
journey from Buenos Ayres to St. Jago, places 
diftant from each other 300 Spanifh leagues. 
At the fame time an advice-boat was fent with 
a letter of credit [0 Rio Janeiro, to purchafe 
Vlhat was wanting of the Portuguefe; but nei­
ther the one' nor the other of thefe difpatches 
fl1cceeded to the willi of the Spanifh Admiral. 
The Viceroy, inftead of 200,000 dollars, fent 
him only 100,000; and the Portuguefe, inflead 
of furniiliing him with mafh and yards, the 
principal articles of naval flares that he wanted, 
fpared him only fome pitch, tar, and cordage, 
with which he was obliged to be contented: but 
a more mortifying difappoiotment he had flill 
to fl1ffer; for a carpenter, whom, after the re­
turn of the money, he had trufted with a con­
fiderable fum, and whom he had fent up into 
the country of Puraguay to. cut mans, infiead 
of profecuting the bufinefs with which he was 
entrufted, married in the country, and fettled 
out of his reach, refufiog to return. 

In this dilemma, the only thing that could 
be 
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be done, was, to tbift the mafts of the Efpe­
ranza into the Afia, and to fit up the Eftevan 
with what fpare mafts and yards they coul9., 
mufter, and with thefe two fhips .to hazard a 
fecond attempt to double Cape Horn, as it was 
now fummer, and the weather lefs fevere.But 
a certain fatality feemed to prefide over every 
part of this unfortunate expedition. The Eft~­
van, as fhe was coming down the river P.~te, 
ran on a fhoal and beat off her rudder; and the 
Afia, though fhe proceeded alone with mode­
rate weather and a favourable gale, yet when 
fhe came to the height of Cape Horn, anq. 
was tacking to change her courfe to the weft­
ward, by fome mifconduCt in wearing the !hip. 
rolled away her mafts, and was a fecond 
time forced back to the river of Plate; from 
whence Pizarro undertook to crofs tbe conti­
nent by land, and with fame difficulty accom-
pliihed his deugn. , '" 

By this time Don Mindinuetta, Captain of 
the Guipufcoa, wrecked, as has been faid, on 
the coaft of Brazil, arrived" with thofe of his 
crew who efcaped, at the place of general ren­
dezvous; and, finding the Efperanza without 
mails, applied a fecond time to the POl'tqguefe, 
by whofe affiaan~e he completed her repair, 
and, in 1742, doubled the Cape, and arrived in 
the South Seas, where he was met by Pizarro~ 
who claimed the command of the Efpera'rlza, 
which Mindinuetta difputing, an irre~oncileab!e 
quarrel arofe between the two Commanders, 

which 
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which the Viceroy of Peru in vain endeavoured 
to reconcile. In 1745, they both returned over 
land to the coaft of Brazil, where they found 
the Aua ftiH in a fhattered condition. This {hip, 
however, they determined to carry to Emope, 
and, with this view, they fitted her up in the 
bell ma1ner they could; and, having manned 
her partly ,!vith Portuguefe, partly with Engliili 
prifoners, and partly with Spaniards, together 
with fome Indians whom they forced out of the 
country, they fet fail from Monte Vedio for Eu­
rope about the beginning of November; but 
they had not been long at fea before· the In­
dians, eleven in number, formed a confpiracy 
to deft roy the .spaniards, and to regain- their 
liberty, in whicb they had hopes of being joined 
by the Engljib and Portuguefe, whom the Spa­
niards ufed with great infolence. At the head 
of this confpiracy was their Chief Orellana; 
and one evening, about nine o'clock, he and 
his companions came all together on the quar. 
ter.deck, and drew towards the door of the great 
cabbin. The boatfwain immediately repri­
manded them, and ordered them to be gone; 
on this Orellana fpoke to his followers in 
his native langl.1ag(~, when four of them 
drew off, two towards each gangway, and 
the Chief and the remaining fix feemed to 
be fiowly qllittin;:; the quarter.deck. When 
the detached Inclianshad taken poffeffion 
of the gang- way, Orellana. placed his hands 
hollow to his mouth, and bellowed out the war-

cry 
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cry ufed by thofe favages. This was the fignal 
for beginning the maffacre; accordingly, the 
fix, with their Chief, who remained on the, 
quarter-deck, falling fuddenly on the Spaniards 
who, were intermingled with them, laid near 
forty of them at their feet. of which ~ above 
twenty were killed on th~ fpot, and the ref!: 
difabled. Many of the officers, in the beginft 
ning of the tumult, puihed into the great cab .. 
bin, where they put out the lights-, and bani .. 
cad oed the door; whilft of the reft, [omeen'­
deavoured to efcape along the gang-ways int<> 
the forecal11e, where the Indians: placed on pur..; 
pofe ftabbed the greateft part of them as they 
attempted to pafs by; others threw themfe1ves 
into the wafte; and thought themfdves fortu~ 
nate to lie concealed amongfc the cattle; but 
the greateft part efcaped up the main ihrouds, 
and iheltered themfelves either in the tops or 
the rigging; and though the Indians attacked 
only the quarter-deck, yet the watch in the 
forecaftle finding their communication cut off, 
in the utrrioft terror likewife gave all over for 
loft, and in great confufion ran up into the 
rigging of the fore-maft and bowlflrit. But 
when the Indians had intirely cleared the quar .. 
ter-deck, the tumult in a great meafure fub. 
fided; for, not being joined, as they expetted, 
by either the Englifh or Portuguefe, they could 
not purfue their advantage by carrying the dif­
order into thofe quarters to which they had 
driven the Spaniards, who thereby gained time 

for 
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for recolleCtion; and, on finding none con­
cerned in the plot but the Indians, they refolved 
to attack them in their turn on tl'e quarter­
deck. With this view, Pizarro and his officers 
ventured to half-open the cabbin-door, which 
Orellana attempting to force, was iliot dead by 
Mindinuetta; on which his faithful followers, 
abandoning all thoughts of further reliftance, 
inftantly leaped into the fea. Thus was this 
infurreCtion quelled, and the Spaniards fuffered 
afterwards quietly to proceed on their voyage; 
and, about the beginning of 1746, they arrived 
fafe in Spain, after having been abfent between 
four and five years. 

By this unfortunate expedition the naval 
force ~f Spain was much weakened: they loft 
in it 3000 of their beft failors, one whole regi­
ment of veteran foldiers, four ftout fhips of 
war, and a patache; for we have obferved that 
the Hermiona foundered at fea; the Guipufcoa 
was ftranded and funk on the coaft of Brazil; 
the St. Eftevan was condemned and broke up 
in the river of Plate; and the Efperanza, being 
carried into the South Seas, was unable to re­
double the Cape, or to return back; fa that 
the ALia alone may be regarded as all the re­
mains of that [quadran with which Pizarro firft 
put to [ea. 
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