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Caprainy € O O K E.

THE rich cargo of the annual thip from Ma-
nilla to Acapulco, has ever been the ob-
ject which private adventurers to the South Seas
have had in view; while, on the other hand, the
annual thip from Acapulco to Manilla has been
the purfuit of the thipsof war. This difference
has arifen from the different conftitution of the
two fhips ; for the galleon, when the fete fail
from Manilla, being deep laden with a variety
of bulky goods, (fuch as Chinefe filks and ma-
nufactures, vaft quantities of Indian ftuffs, calli-
coes, and chintz, belides the minuter articles of
gold{miths work, embroidery, &c, wrought at
Manilla by the Chinefe,) fhe has not the con-
veniency of mounting her lower tier of guns, but
generally carries them in her hold.  Her hands
too are as few as are confiftent with the fafe na.
vigation of the fhip, that fhe may be the lefs en-
cumbered by the ftowage of provifions; fo that
being but weakly manned, and indifferently pro-
vided for defence, fhe is thereby more expofed
to the attacks of fmall privateers, and more eafy

Vou. II. B €0



2 Cartainy COOKE’s VOYAGES.

to be made ‘their prey; and, though fhe does
not contain fo great a treafure as the other, yet
fhe is fufficiently rich to recompenie the under-
takers, and to enrich the captors, her cargo be
ing generally eftimated at three millions of dol-
lars, :

But the fhip from Acapulco making her re»
turn chiefly in filver and gold, and having little
or no bulky goods on board, as her cargo lies in
lels room, her lower tier is always mounted be-
fore {he leaves the port, and her crew is aug-
mented wich a fupply of failors, and with one or
two companies of foot, which are intended to
reinforce the garrifon at Manilla. Befides, there
being many merchants who take their paffage to
Manilla on board the galleon, her whole number
of hands on her return is ufually little fhort of
6oo fighting men; fo that fhe is more than a
match for fuch {mall privateers as are generally
fent upon hazardous expeditions, and a prize
only for a royal fhip of war; and bas therefore
never been attempted by any other.

The voyage we are now about to relate was
purpolely fitted out with a view to intercept the
Manilla fhip at the inftance of Dampier, in con-
cluding of whofe charalter (from reading the
acccunts written by himfelf) we were led into
an error, which the prefent voyage, written by
Caprain Cooke, has enabled us to correct. The
ill fuccefs that attended the voyage to the South
Seas, under the. immediate command of Dam-
pier, of which a brief relation is given in the firft

: volume
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volume of this work, was fo far from difcourag-
ing that enterprizing officer from purfuing his
favourite proje& of making prize of the Manilla
fhip, that, after his return, when he had wearied
the merchants of London with fruitlefs folicita-
tions, he repaired to Briftol, where his reprefen-
tations were better underftood, and where they
were attended with better cffeCt. By his folid
remonftrances he prevailed upon nineteen of
the principal merchants and gentlemen of thac
city to unite and form a company, for the pur-
pofe of fitting out two private thips of war, to
thew what advantages might be derived from a
well-conduéted enterprize againft the Spaniards
in the South Seas: and it may, perhaps, be attri-
buted to his judgment and experience, that they
were more properly adapted to the fervice on
which they were to be fent, and were better pro-
vided againft every accident to which they mighe
be expoied, than any privateers that ever were
fitted out before them. Add to this, that their
crews were furnifhed with better regulations,
and fubjeted to ftricter rules, and under feverer
penalties, than men litted to go on hazarcous
adventures are generally willing to {ubmit to.

Their principal officers were .gentlemen of
experience, or highly interefted in the fuccefs of
the voyage ; being the firft fublcribers, and the
~chief promoters of the undertaking ; and thefe
alfo were affifted with a fecond fet of officers,
equally able and experienced, who, in cafe of
accidents, were ready to fupply the places of

thofe who might be difabled.
B2 But
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But, befides being awed by penalties froms
trefpafling the articles of agreement that. wer?
figned by every manon boarq frem the higheft
to the loweft, they were likewife encouraged by
rewards to behave gallantly ; every common
failor who fhould lefe a limb in time of a&lgn
being entitled to a douceunj of gql. z.md fo in
proportion to officers .HCCOI‘dll:Ig to their refpec-
tive ranks: yet, notwithftanding all thefr? pre-
cautions, we tind them ever ready to mutiny.

" The two fhips, thus firted up and regulared{
were called the Duke and Dutchels ; the firft, of
300 tons, 36 guns, and 183 men, was com-
manded by Woodes Hogers; the other, f)f 270
tons, 30 guns, and r5i men, by Caprain Ste-
phen Courtney. o

- Captain Rogers, who commanded in chief,
was a bold, active man, an indefatigable officer,
one who would not give up his opinion readily
to others, nor be flattered by other people’s
glving up their opinion, without being convinc-
ed, to him. He had been, according to Har-
ris, a large {ufferer by the French, and was na-
turally no great friend to that nation; but his
mott fingular quality, and that which indeed
recommended him to this command, was a pe-
culiar art he had of maintaining his authority,
and at the fame time preferving his influence,
over his feamen ; an art, or gift rather, in which
Captain Dampier was remarkably deficient.

Captain Courtney was a man of birth, fora
tune, and of many amiable qualities ; he con-

tributed
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gributed largely to the expence of the voyage,
and took a fhare in 1t to {uperintend the ma-
nagement, and to interpofe and qualify che dif-
ferences that might arife in the courfe of a te-
dious and dangerous navigation; being a perfon
of an admirable temper, and remarkable for
moderation in all his decifions, in which almoft
all men were ready to acquieice.

Befides thefe two gentlemen, who were firft
in command, Dr. Thomas Dover (the fame,
who, about forty years ago, fo effetually re-
commended the ufe of quickfilver in a litile
book, entitled Dr, Dover’s Lalt Legacy 1o his
Country, that ladies as well as gentlemen of
rank andfortunebefpangled the Hoorsand carpets
with quickiilver, and {cattered their diamonds
wherever they met to dance, or to play) was .
fecond Captain on board the Duke; and Cap-
tain BEdward Cooke, our author, was {ccond to
Captain Courtaey.

Dover was a confiderable contributor to the
voyage, but he was of a rough ungovernable
temper, {eldom pleafed with either meafures or
men ; but incapable of forming any party to
fupport his own notions, becaule no party could
ever be brought to approve them.

Captain Cooke was an able and experienced
feaman, had been twice taken prifoner, and
twice releafed by the enemy, and now embarked
his All in this bottom with a view to make one
effort more to gain a fortune.

Captain Dampier, who projected the voyage,

was
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was made pilot on board the Duke to dire& it."
Of him the reader has already heard enough in
the former volume of this Work 3 and from the
charaéter of the leaders it is natvral to infer, that
they were choice in the appointment of their in-
ferior officers, and that even the common men
were not of the meaner fort. ¥
The general inftructions of the owners were,
firft, to repair to Ireland to take in provifions,
and then to proceed with all pofiible expedition
to the South Sea; if luckily they met with any
prizes by the way, they were either to fend them.
home or-to America, as thould beft {uit; they
were ordered by all means to keep together,
and to alt in concerty to undertake nho enter.
prize of confequence without firft deliberating
the matter in a general council of officers in
both thips; to be particularly careful in affitting
¢ach other in every circumftance of neceffity ;
and that in giving relief in times of danger, or
in {upplying provifions or water in cafe of want,
they fhould be as one thip, and that on no pre-
tence the one fhould be fuffered to want while
the other had any thing to fupply ; but, as they
were to fhare alike in all advantages, they thould
thare alike too in all fufferings.
. Thus fitted out and thus inftructed, and the
officers of both thips being provided with legal
commiffions to cruife againft her Majefty’s ene-
mies, the French and Spaniards, in the South
Seas, on the firft of Auguft, 1708, they un-
moored from King-road, and on the 4th of the

fame
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fame month caft anchor at the Cove in Cork,
where they continued victualling, and adjufting
their men, changing fome and enlifting others,
among whom were many foreigners, till the
firlt of September, when they failed in company
with the Haftings man of war, having firflt a-
greed, in cafe of feparation, to meet at Ma-
deira, there to take in wine and brandy for the
remainder of the voyage.

[Here it is neceflary to apprize the reader,
that, as there are Two very authentic accounts
of this voyage, one written by Captain Rogers,
and one written by our author, we fhall endea-
vour to reduce them into owEe, by fupplying
from Captain Rogers what is wanting in Cap-.
tain Cooke, and fhall, contrary to-the method
purfued in Harris, continue the narrative in the
perfon of Captain Cooke, though fometimes we
may be obliged to ufe the words of Captain
Rogers. And thxs being premifed, we will now
proceed :]

On the 1oth of September, fays Captain
Cooke, we fpied a fail, which we chaced and
came up with, She happened to be a Swede,
bound for Cadiz; and though from feveral cir-
cumftances there was reafon to fufpet that the
had contraband goods on board, yet 1t being
difficult to prove it, and we being in hafte, dif-
mifled her. This caufed a muriny on board the
Duke, headed by the boatfwain and three in-
ferior officers, who perfuaded the men not to
give her up. Caprain Rogers confined th«,hau-

thora
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thors of this diforder, in which there was not
one foreigner concerned. Fle put ten of the
mutineers in irons, a failor being firlt foundly
whipped for exciting the reft to join him ; others
le(s guilty he punilhed and difcharged ; but the
chief officers continued armed, fearing what
might happen, the (hip’s company feeming too
much to favour the mutineers. They had af-
terwards a great deal of trouble with thefe fel-
low, who did more mifchief when in irons than
before, by ftirring up the men to releale them,
pretending that they fuffered in the caufe of the
. crew, and therefore the crew ought to rife and
releafe them. 'This determined the Captain to
make fome examples, but not to irritate too
.much; he therefore began by removing the
boat{wain from his office, and appointing ano-
ther in his room, without intending any thing
further, But on the 14th this inteftine ftorm
rofe higher than ever ; for then a failor, with the
beft part of the thip’s company at his heels;
went up to the Captain, and demanded the
boatfwain out of cuftody. With this man the
Captain defired to {peak alone, and when he
came upon the quarter-deck, the officers feized
him, and caufed one of his chief comrades to
whip him. Thus by different correions of the
bke kind, the officers on board the Duke
broke the combination, and allayed the tumule,
The boatfwain they fent home in the Crown Gals
ley inirons; the other prifoners they releafed
upon their humble fubmiffion; fuch among
them
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them as were petty officers they refltored to their
commands, and all on board were forbidden to
diiobey or reproach them: and thus ended an
infurreQion, which, bhad 1t {ucceeded, would
have put a ftop at once to the farther profecu-
tion of the voyage.

On the 15th, finding curfelves to the fouth-
ward, and at the 1.zrm time {omewhat to the
eaftward of Madeira, we changed our place of
-rendezveous, and bore away for the Canaries,

On Saturday the 13th, at five in the morning,
we f{aw a fail right a-head, to which we gave
chace. Abouiten, we came up with, and took
her, being a {mall Spanifb bark bound from Te-
neriff to Fuertaventura, with feveral men and
women paficngers on board, and laden with
fundry fores of goods.  Wext day we bore away
for Oratavia-rcad, where we ftood off and on,
and fent away the prize’s boat with cne of our
owner’s agents, a prielt, and the malter of the
prlzx, to treat about the ranfom of her, andto
get wine, provifions, and other neceffaries, for
the refrefhment of both the thips.  Abouteight
next morning, a boat came from the town, with
a letter from the Englith merchants refiding
there, wherein they expoftulated with us for
making prize of the bark, alledging that there
was a free trade agreed to in thefe iflands be-
tween her Majelty of Great Britain and the
Kings of France and Spain, fo religioufly ob-
ferved by the latter, that they had caufed an
Englith thip taken there by a French privateer,

Vor. L C o
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to be reftored; and farther, reprefenting the
danger that might arife to themfelves, living by
permiffion in an enemy’s country, if the bark
was not immediately given up, for which repri-
fals would be made on them; as alfo, that we
thould be anfwerable at home for interrupting
the fettled commerce. This letter was figned
by the Conful and three capital merchants. Our
Captains immediately returned for anfwer, that,
having no infirucicns relating to the Spanifh
veflels trading among thofe iflands, they could
not juftify the releafling of the fhip on their bare
opinions, without fome order or proclamation of
her Majefly, the Englifh being proteéted there
only on anchoring ground, and the bark being
taken in the open feas; that, in cafe Mr, Van-
brugh, the owners agent, was not reftored, they
would carry away all the prifoners they had
and, if they apprehended any detriment to the
fa€ory, they might ranfom the bark, and feek
their redrefs in England. They defired difpatch,
there being no time to lofe ; and, upon fending
back Mr. Vanbrugh, they would releafe the pri-
foners. At night gnother letter came in anfwer
to theirs, from the Conful, importing, that the
Englih men-of-war were civilly received there,
and never committed any hoftilities ; and that it
was ﬁrange we fhould infift on ranfoming any
Spaniards, who were never made prifoners in
England, or elfewhere ; and the Governor there
delivered up to him any Englifh prifoners that
were brought in by Spanifh privateers ; where-
fore
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fore he infifted, that thofe in our cuftody thould
be difmified, and the bark difcharged, acceprting
a prelent of wine in return. With this from the
+ Conful at the city of Laguna, came another
letter from the merchants at Oratavia-port,
much to the fame purport, only offering to pay
to the value of 450 pieces of eight, the fum de-
manded for the bark, in wine, brandy, {fugar, oil,
bancy, and greens, to preventincenfing the na-
tives againft them, not doubting but that repa-
ration would be made them in England. Our
Caprains replied, by threatening to cruife among
the iflands to avail themfelves for their lofs of
time, and to cannonade the town of Oratavia,
unlefs they received inftant fatisfattion. On the
22d, at four in the morning, we {tood in for the
fhore, making a clear thip; but, feon after, we
faw a bost coming with our owners agent, and
Mr. Crofs, one of the Englith merchants, bring-
ing five buts of wine; and other refrefhments.
We lay off the town, took the goods out of the
prize, fold the bark to Mr. Crofs, and put the
prifoners on board her. Thus ended this trou-
blefome bufinefs, which being unanimoufly ap-
proved of at a council of officers of both fhips,
they proceeded on their voyage ; and, feeing a-
fail to the weftward, gave chace to her, but,
night coming on, loft her.

On the 24th we crofled the Tropic of Cancer,
and, the Sunday following, performed the cere-

mony of dipping the men of both fhips who had
C 2 not
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not croffed it before; a ceremony that caufes a
good deal of mirth among the common men. ,

On the goth we paffed by Santa Lucia, one
of the Cape de Verd iflands, and by eight in
the morning came in fight of St. Vincent, and
about eleven came to an anchor in ten fathom
water within the rock.

As we knew the ifland not to be inhabited,
we were not a litile furprized to fee fome people
on thove; and, in order to learn who they were,
and what their bufinefs was, [ armed the pinnace,
and went on {hore, when we found them to be
Portuguele come from the ifland of St. Anthony
to caich turele, who told us we might here
wood and water,

This ifland lies in lat. 16 deg. 55 min. N, and
in 25 deg. 36 min. W. long. from the meridian.
of London. Thereare on it Guinea-hens, hogs,
and goats, and about the thore plenty of fith, In
the woods there are fpiders as large as little birds,
whole webs are noreafily bxoPen through, being’
woven with a fubftance nearly as ftrong as ordi-

nary thread,

‘Fhe Cape Verd iflands are eleven in number,
St Amhon,a7 St. Vincent, St. Lucia, St. Nicholas,
Sal, Bona Vifia, Mayo, St. Jago, Fogo, Romes,

and Brava; and rake their general name from a
promoniory on the African fhore. They belong
to the Fortuguele, but are not all inhabited.

While we tay at St. Vincent’s, new difturbances-
arcle among the men in relarion to plunder ; for

here
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here they had an opportunity of trading, and
therefore every man withed to have fomething
to exchange. The effects taken in the late prize
occalioned a general murmur throughout both
the thips ; to putan end to which, and to fix the
people in a firm refolution of doing their duty,
we determined to fettle the matter at once, by
framing fuch articles, as, without giving our
owners any ground of complainr, might infpire
the feamen with courage and conftancy, and
make them as willing to obey as their officers
were ready to command. It coft fome trouble
to adjuft the articles; but that was fully com-
penfated, by their effectually anfwering the pur-
pofe. And now, havingcompofed all differences,
the men again chearfully returned to their dury,
all but two or three of the Duke’s men, who
made their efcape on fhore; among whom was
their linguift, who probably had no mind to be
left behind ; but, having {taid beyond his leave
of abfence, and paid no regard to the orders that
were fent him to repair on board, it was thoughe
proper, by way of example, to depart without
him. Accordingly on the 7th of October we
unmoored, and, on the Sth, after lying by all
night for our confort, we fet fail together for
the coaft of Brafil. But on our paffage thither,
fome frefh difputes arofe among cur men ; and,
after various confultations to accommodate the
differences, it was refolved, that Mr. Page, who
was our {econd mate, fhould be {ent to ferve on
board the Duke, and Mr, Ballet to come from

' © the
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the Duke to ferve on board the Dutchefs in his
room. This was not to be effected without
force, Page refufing to obey the order; and
when it was on the pointof being putin execus
tion, he refifted; but, being overpowered, and
carried on board the Duke, he was there charged
with mutiny, He defired to go to the head,
for a neceflary purpofe, before he made his de-
fence, and was permitted fo to do; when he
inftantly jumped over-board, with the defign of
getting back again to the Dutchefs, but was
taken up, tried, and punifhed, which put an
end to the difturbance for that time.

On Wedne(day the 27th we croffed the Line;
and on Sunday the 14th of November {aw land
at a great diftance, and at noon made Cape
Frio, on the coaft of Brafil. On the 18th we
anchored before Iflo Grande, and on the 1gth
moored our fhip in ten fathom water. Here
one of our men going from the fhip without
leave, giving the firlt Licutenant foul languagey
and threatening foon to be revenged, was put in
irons ; and his meffimates and confederates de-
manding his releafe, or defiring to thare in his
punithment, feven voluntarily went into irons.

On the 2:ft I went on fhore in the pinnace
with a prefent to the Governor, and to acquaint
him we were friends,” At our firft landing they
fired feveral fnot, taking us for French; but
afterwards made an apology, and received us
givilly. On the 23d two of the mutincers were
whipped, and put in irons again, On the 24th

four



Caprary COOKE’s VOYAGES. 5

four of the eight men in irons were releafed,
on their fubmiffion ; and two men went on fhore,
defigning to leave the fhip, and, having bar-
gained with a canoe to carry them to the main;,
they were by miftake put athore at a diftant
part of the ifland, where, finding themfelves on
an uninhabited coaft, they began to relent ; and,
after ftaying a night in the woods, where they
were terrified with the roaring of wild beafts,
they came in fight of the thip, and made figns
of repentance, humbling themfelves in the moft
fuppliant manner, and on their knees, with their
hands lifted up, endeavouring to move cempaﬁ'
fion. Adfter fome time the bodt went off, and
brought them on beard, where they were con-
fined in irons till the next day, and then ordered
to be flogged and releafed.

On the25th twolrifh landmen ftole away from
the Duke, and fecreted themitlves in the woods,
in like manner as the two feamen had dope
from the Dutchefs. About four next morping
the watch on the quarter-deck fpied a canoe, and
hailed her to come on board; but the rowers
not anfwering, but {triving to efcape, the Duke’s
pinnace puriued the canoe, fired into her, and
mortally wounded 6éne of the Indian rowers,
He that owned and fteered the canoe wasa friar,
and had a quantity of gold on board, which,
after running the canoe athore, he had juft rime
to hide before the Duke’s pinnace reached the
land. A Portuguefe, who was in the canoe,
and who had no gold to lofe, would not follow

’ the
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the friar ;3 but, on the contrary, koowinz ive
Englith to be friends, called the Father back,
who, upon his return, was carried with the
wounded Indian on board the Duke, where the
poor man was dreffed by the {furgeon, bur died
in a few hours. The officers in both thips were
very forry for this unfoertunate accident, and en-
tered their proteft againft it, and caufed the
man to be buried on fhore in a very folemn
manner. ‘The friar, however, who had loit his

. gold, was not to be appealed, but threatened to
feek for juftice in Portugal or England.

In towing the thip about the eafternmolft part
of the ifland, we {pied the Duke’s two men
waiting for a canoe to carry them over to the
main; and two of our Lieutenants manned the
boat, and, landing fome men in a convenient
place to get behind them, to prevent their ef-
caping to the woods, they rowed to the place
where the fellows were feen to lurk. When
they found themfelves befet, they endeavoured
to fly; but, being intercepted, they were brought
on board, put in'irons, and fent to their own
thip, where they were afterwards feverely pu-
nifhed, '

On the 27th the principal officers on board
both fhips went in their pinnaces to the town of
£ingra dos Reys on the main, carrying the fhips
mulic along with them. They were kindly re- -
ceved and entertained by the Governor and Fa-
.thcrs,- who with their fervants are the principal
inhabitants, there not being more than 50 or 6o

low-
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tow-built houfes in the place. They have a
guard-houfe, where, at cur landing, we were
received by the Governor, with about 20 men
under arms, and treated with a dinner, {weete
meats, and rum. The Governor and Fathers
defired we would go to {ee their Francifcan
monaftery and church, that day being a feftival
with them, and the people coming from the
plantaticns in the country to celebrate it. We
complied ; and, at their requeft, our mufick, con-
fifting of trumpets, hautboys, and violins, played
in a gallery belonging to the church, and affifted
in heightening the folemnization, to the no fmall
{atisfaltion of the Fathers, After divine fervice
we likewife joined in proceffion with them, and
accompanied them from the church in the even-
ing, every one carrying a large wax candle in
his hand, according to the cufiom of the coun-
try on fuch occafions, The proceflion being
clofed, we were condulted intoa great hall, and
treated by the Fathers with an elegant fupper of
fith, {weet-meats, and fruits of various forts in
the higheft perfetion. At our coming away,
they gave us fome vollies with their {mall arms,
and we returned the compliment by a flourifh
of trumpets, &ec.

Fifteen days journey up the country there is
faid to be a very rich gold mine ; and it wasnot
long fince the French plundered a bark with
8oo weight of gold-duft on board, which it
was bringing from the mine. Some men of
credit told me, that the mines here are more

Vor. I . D profitable
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profitable than even Mexico or Peru; but that
the Tapoyars, who inhabit the inland plains, are
an unconquerable race of men, taller and ftrong-
er than the Portuguele, and not to be brought to
labeur. The Brafilian women are very fruitful,
have ealy labours, retire to the woods, where
they are delivered alone, and return no more
will after a certain time allotted for purification.
* Onwefday the 3oth of November we weighed
anchory but a tornado coming on, we tacked,
and fiood under the ifland ull its fury abated.
On che ift of December both fhips failed out
of the bay, and purfued their courfe to the
fouthward till the 2¢ft, without meeting with
any remarkable occurrence; but on that day a
young man fell from the mizen-top-fail yard,
and fractured his {kull,

Oan the 23d we made land, which I fuppofed
to be Falkland’s Ifland, in lat. 51 deg. 25 min.
S. by eftimation.

On the 24th, as we ran along thore, the land
looked like fome part of England, having feve-
ral good bays and vallics, but believe it to be
wholly uninhabited.

Gn the 5th of January, 1709, we had a vio-
lent gale of wind at north-weft, and very bad
weather. At two in the afternoon we reefed
‘borh courfes, then lowered our fere yard, and
lay by ull five, at which ume our wafte was
filled with water, and we expedted the fhip to
fink every moment : got dewn our fore-yard as

well
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well as we could, and loofed the {pric-fail to
wear the fhip, which at lalt we accomplifhed ;
but in wearing we thought we thould have foun-
dered with the weight of water that was in her
wafte. Thus we fcudded before the wind, the
Duke fcllowing, and at nine thipped a fea in
the poop, as we in the cabbin were going to fup-
per. It beat in all the cabbin windows and
bulk-head, and hove the firlt Lieutenant half-
way between the decks, with feveral mufikets
and piftols that hung there, darting a fword that
was againft the bulk-head of the cabbin through
my man’s hammock and rug, which hung againtt
the bulk head of the fteerage ; and, had not the
bulk-head of the great cabbin given way, all
we who were there muft inevitably have been
drowned before the water could have been dif-
charged. Our yaul was ftaved on the deck,
and it was a wonder that many were not killed
with the fhutters, the bulk-head, and the arms,
which were driven with a prodigious force; but
Providence delivered us from this and many
other dangers ; only one man or two were hurt,
and fome bruifed ; but not one rag of dry cloaths
was left us, our chefts, beds, aad bedding, be-
ing all {foaked in fea-water. Next day the ftorm
abated, and we continued our courfe, coafting
very far to the fouth, where we endured much
cold, by which many of our men were greatly
affeCted, infomuch that a third part of both
thips companies fell {ick, occafioned, as I {up-
poie, by their being long wet and coid. We
A D 2 were
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were now in lat, 61 deg. 48 min. 8. long. from
Falkland’s Ifles 18 deg. 5 min. W.

Monday 17, by a good obfervation I found

that we were got round Cape Horn, Terra del
Fuego, and the Straits of Magellan, and to the
porthward of Cape Vileria. On the 1gth 1
reckoned we were to the northward of Port St
Stephen on the coaft of Patagonia in the Great
South -Sea., ’
- On Monday the 31, at eight in the morning,
made the Ifland of Juan Fernandes, where we
defigned to wood and water. In the afterncon
Capt. Dover went off in the Pinnace to get fome
provifions, and in the evening faw a fire athore,
which made us conclude there were fhips in the
road, as we were affured the ifland had no inha-
bitants : we therefore made the fignal for the
boat to return, and fhe accordingly came on
board about twelve at night.

Tuelday Feb. 1, we rewed and towed into the
great bay, and came to an anchor in 50 fathom
water, Al this day we had a clear fhip expe&-
inga rencounter; but were much difappointed,
when, inltead of a valuable prize, we difcover-
ed only an odd figure of a man, who had been
the {ole refident on the ifland for more than four
years. lis name was Alexander Selkirk, a
Scotchman, who had been Mafter of the Cingue-
ports, the thip that accompanied Dampier in his
voyage to the South Seas, and was, as Dampier
fa1d,.one of the beft men in her. Captain Ro-
gers immediately agreed with him to be his mate.

It
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It was this man who made the fire in the night
when he {aw our fhips, which he judged to be
Englith. During his ftay here, he faw feveral
thips pals by; but only two came to an anchor,
As he went to view them, he found them to be
Spaniards, and retived from them; upon which
they thot at him. Iiad they been French he
would have {ubmitted, but chofe to rifque his
dying alone cn the ifland rather than fall into
the hands of the Spaniards, becaufe he appre~
berded they would either murder, or make a
flave of him in the mines; for he feared they
would {pare no firanger that might be capable
of difcovering the South Seas. The Spaniards
had landed before he knew what they were, and
they came {o near him that he had much ado to
efcape; for they not only fhot at him, but pur-
fued him to the woods, where he climbed to the
top of a tree, at the foot of which they charged
their pieces, and killed feveral goats jult by,
but went off again without dilcovering him.
He told us, that he was born at Largo, in the
county of Fife, and was bred a failor from his
youth. The reafon of his being left here was a
difference between him and his Caprain, which,
together with the thip’s being leaky, made him
willing rather to ftay here, than to go along with
him at firft, and when he was at laft willing to
go his Captain would not receive him. He had
been at the ifland before to wood and water,
when two of the thip’s.company were left upon
it for fix months, till the fhip returned, being

chaced
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chaced thence by two French South Sea fhips,
He had with him his cloaths and bedding, with
a firelock, fome powder, bullets, and tobaccos
2 hatcher, a knife, a kettle, a bible, {fome
practical pieces, and his mathematical infiru-
ments and books. He diverted and provided
for himlelf as well as he could ; but for the frit
eight months he had much ado to bear up a-
gainft melancholy, and the terror of being left
alone in fuch a defolate place. He buile two
huts in Piemento-trees, covered them with long
grafs, and lined them with the {kins of goats
which he killed with his gun as he wanted, fo
Jong as his powder lafted, whick was but a
pound, and that being almoft fpent, he got fire
by rubbing two fticks of Piemento wood toge-
ther upon his knee. 1In the leffer hut, at fome
diftance from the other, he dreft his viétuals,
and in the larger he {lept, and employed himfelf
in reading, finging pfalms, and praying; {o that
he faid he was a better Chriftian while in this
felitude than ever he was before, or than, he was
afraid, he thould ever be again.

At firt he never eat any thing till hunger
conftrained him, partly for grief, and partly
for want of bread and falt, nor did he go to bed
till he could watch no longer.” The Piemento
wood, which burnt very ciear, ferved him both
for fire and candle, and refrefhed him with its
fragrant {meil. e might have had fith enough,
but could not eat them for want of falt, becaufe
they occafioned a loofenefs, except crayhifh,

which
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which are as large as lobfters, and very good,
Thele he fometimes boiled, and at other times
broiled, as he did his goat’s-fleth, of which he
made good broth. He kept an account of 00
that he killed while there, and caught as many
more, which he marked in the ear and let go.
When his powder failed he took them by {peed
of feet, for his way of living and continual ex-
ercife cleared him of all grofs humours, fo thae
he ran with wonderful {wiftnefs through the
woods and up the rocks and hills, as we per-
ceived, when we employed him to catch goats
for us. We had a bull-dog which we fent with
feveral of our nimbleft runners to help him to
catch goats; but he diftanced and tred both
the dog and the men, caught the goats, and
brought them to us on his back. He told us
that his agility in purfuing a goat had cnce like
to have coft him his life, He purfued it with
fo much eagernefs that he catched hold of it on
the brink of a precipice of which he was not
aware, the buthes hiding it from him ; fo that
he fell with the goat down the precipice a great
height, and was fo bruifed with the fall thac he
narrowly efcaped with his life; and, when he
came to his fenfes, found the goat dead under
him. He lay there about tweni-four hours, and
was {carce able to crawl to his hut, which was
about a mile diftant, or to {tir abroad agaio in
ten days. He came at laft to relith his meat
without falt or bread. He had a conftant fup-
ply of good turneps,which had beenfown thereby

o
Captain
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Captain Dampier, and bave now overfpread
fome acres of ground. He had good cabbage
from the cabbage-trees that grow wild upon the
iland, and feafoned his meat with the fruit of
the Piemento-trees, which is the fame as Jamai-
ca peppes, and fmells delicioully, He found
alfo a black- pepper, called Malageta, which was
very good to expel wind and ftrengthen the fto-
mach. He foon wore out all his fhoes and
cloaths by running in the woods ; and at laft,
being forced to {hift without them, his feet be-
came fo hard, that he ran every where without
dificulty 3 and it was fome time before he could
wear {hoes after we found him; for, not being
ufed to any fo long, bis feet fwelled when he
came to wear them again. After he had con-
quered his melancholy, he diverted himfeif fome-
times with cutting his name upon thetrees, fome-
times with contrivances to vary and increafe his
ftock of tools, and fometimes in clear evenings
in counting the ftars. He was at firft much
peftered with cats and rats that had bred in
great numbers from fome of each {pecies which
had got athore from fhips that put in there to
wood and water. The rats gnawed his feet and
cloaths while he flept, which obliged him to
cherith the cats with his goat’s fleth, by which
many of them became o tame, that they would
be about him in hundreds, and foon delivered
him from the rats. He likewife tamed fome
kids ; and, to vary his diverfions, would now
and then fing and teach them to dance ; fo that

by
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by his natural flow of htumour, and the vigour
of his youtk, being now but go years old, he
came at laft to conquer ail the inconveniences
of his folitude, and to be very ealy.  When his
cloaths were worn out, he made himfelf a coat
and a cap of goat’s {kins, which he ftitched to-
gether with little thongs of the fame that he cut
with his knife. He had no other needle but a
nail; and, when his knife was worn out to the
back, he made others of fome iron hoops that
were afhore; which he beat thin, and ground
upon ftones. Having fome linnen cloth by
him, he fewed himfelf fome fhirts with a nail;
and fticched them with the worfted of his old
ftockings, which he pulled out on purpofe. He
had his laft fhift on when we found him on the
ifland. At his coming on board us, he had {o
much forgot his language for want of ufe, that
we could fcarce underftand him ; for he feemed
to {peak bis words by halves. We offered him
a dram; but he would not touch it, having
drank nothing but water fince his being there s
and it was fome time before he could relifh our
victuals. He could give us no account of any
other product of the ifland than what we have
mentioned, except fome black plumbs, which are
very good, but hard to come at, the trees which
bear them growing on high mountains and rocks.

The officers that went firft on fhore were in-
yited to his retreat; but the way to it being
yery rugged and intricate, only a very few of

Yor, I, E them
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them had curiofity enough to vifit it. He had
conceived an irrecencileable averfion to an offi-
cer on board the Cinque Forts, who, he was in-
formed, was on board the Duke; but, not be-
ing a principal in command, he was prevailed
upon to wave that circumftance, and to accome
pany Captain Dampier, for whom he had a
friendthip. He was very ufeful while the fhips
ftaid at Juan Fernandez, in fupplying them with
frefh provifions, and in facilitating the bufinefs
of taking in wood and water. He faid, he had
feen fnow and ice in July, which is the middle
of winter in that climate; but the months of
Septemiber, October, and November, are incon-
ceivably pleafant ; the air being perfumed with
5 fragrance that cherifhes and revives the f{pirits,
and has a wonderful effect upon animals, as well
as men, which Selkirl remarked by their play-
wardoefs and plumpnefs, He particularly di-
rected us to a plant not much unlike feverfew,
of a moft grateful and cordial fcent, with which
we firewed the tents of the fick, who were there-
by much comforted,- and their cure facilitated,
Weé gathered many bundles of it, dried them
in the fhade, and fent them on board.

Onthe 13th of February, a general council of
officers was keld on board the Duke, when many
neceflary regulations were agreed to, for the
maintenance of order, dilcipline, and fecrecy s
among which, two inipetors were appointed
from on board the Duke, to take account of all
prives taken by the Ducchefs; and the like

number
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number from the Dutchels, to regifter fuch as
fhould be taken by the Duke.

While we continued in this bay the c'arpen-
‘ters fitted up the pinnar‘cs, the frames ot which
were ready prepared at Briftel, at our firll fer-
ting out.

On the 14th the pinnaces were launched, and
having each a gun fitted to her prow, were tried
in the bay, to {ee how they would fail, being in-
tended to ferve as {mall fhips of war, to examine
the harbours where the large fhips could not
venture to approach the thore,  And now, hav-
ing all things in readinefs, we began to prepare
for our departure, all our fick men being re-
covered, except two who died, and were burled
on the ifland.

On the 15th we cleared the bay, and purfued
a northerly courfe tiil the 24th, when we croffed
the Tropic of Capricorn, and thot fome Tropic
birds about the fize of a pariridge, with only a
fingle feather in their tails, but that very long,
and very taper. We had now the fea as fmooth
as a pond; and, havinglitile to do, we ordered
the men to attend prayers regularly twice a day,
prohibited gaming, to prevent the artful from
taking advantage of the fimple; and impoled a
penalty againft {wearing, by which that vice was
almoft excluded the fhip’s company.

On Monday the 28th I ordered three of . our
men to be put in irons, for cutting the meat in
the fleep-tub, and hiding it; and on the 2d of

E 2 March,
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March, Captain Courtney caufed them to be
whipped and pickled, by way of example.

On Thurfday the 14th of March, Captain
Rogers, Captain Dover, and Captain Dampier,
came on board the Dutchefs; and concluded,
that the (triét obfervation of Lent having pre-
vented the Spaniards from trafficking in thofe
feas, the moft eligible plan would be to bear
away under an eafy fail for Lobos, and there
to fupply ourfelves with boats to land at Guaya-
quil ; butin the afternoon faw a fail, gave chace,
and teok her, She came from Guayaquil, and
was bound for Cheripe to load flour, and had
been out 16 days. The crew were all Indians,
except one Spanith paffenger. They had no-
thing on board but about 50 1. in money to pay
for their cargo, and told us, that part of the
new town of Guayaquil had lately been burnt ;
that the Jefus Maria, formerly a man-of-war,
was coming from Lima to be there rebuilt; that
another large thip was expeéted from Panama at
Payta; and that they had heard nothing of any
Englifh men-of-war or privateers being in thofe
feas, ‘

On the 16th we made the ifland of Lobos,
and in the evening anchored in the road. It lies
in lat. 6 deg, 5 min. S. about 16 leagues from the
continent, is barren, and affords neither wood
nor water; but there is'good riding for fhips,
and harbours proper for repairing and careening,
Here the prize was fitted up, and it was adreed,
that I thould go outin her with 25 men, to cruife

n
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in company with the Dutchefs ; and with that
view fhe was new named, and called The Begin-
ning Galley.

On the 26th, at day-break, we faw a fhip
ftanding to the fouthward, and foon came up
with her. She was a bark of 50 tons, bound from
Guayaquil to Truxillo, with timber and cocoa-
nuts. It was agreed, that Captain Courtney
fhould ftand in with her in the night; and that
1 fhould continue to cruife till farcher orders,
which on the 27th [ received, and the fame even-
ing came to an anchor by the Duke and Dutch-
efs in Lobos-Road. Next day, the prifoners be-
ing examined, reported, that a fhip of 26 brafs
guns was expected from Lima with the Viceroy
of Mexico and his mother on board; and that
they were bound to Panama. Ubpon this intelli-
gence it was refolved in full council to cruife in
queft of this thip, anrd if fhe efcaped to attack
Guayaquil.

‘While the Duke lay at Lobos, the carpenters
buile a large boat to land men, in cafe of an at-
tack ; and, having made all neceffary prepara-
tions, and the fick men from both fhips being
put on board the laft prize, which was called
the Increafe, our firft Lieutenant was ordered to
command the Beginning Galley ; and on the 31t
of March we left Lobos, and agreed to crmfe
fix leagues to the windward of the Saddle of
Payta, as the moft likely ftation to fucceed in
our enterprize.

On the 2d of April we fell in with a large

fhlps
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thip, of 400 tons, from Panama, heavily laden
with dry goods, commanded by Caprain Morel,
and thought to be one of the largeft merchant-
fhips in all thofe feas. He had 50 or 60 blacks
on board, befides fevera! paffengers.

The next day we took another prize of finall
walue, having orly about go or 100l in plate,
and a fmall quantity of rimber. She was of 50
tons burthen, commanded by Juan Perezillo
Baftillo, who told us that a bithop was coming
by fea from Panama to Lima with 200,000
picces of eight, and a confiderable quantity of
family plate ; but no fhip appearing in fight
from the 3d to the gth, it was then upon con-
fultation agreed to call in the cruifers, and to
attempt the conqueft of Puna and Guayaquil.
This refolution being taken in council, it was
next debated, who fhould command in chief on
fhore ; and, after a warm contef}, it was at length
agreed, that Captain Rogers and Captain Court-
ney fhould each command a company of feamen,
and Captain Dover a party of landmen; that
Captain Dover fhould give the word of command
the firft night, and the other two Captains take’
their turns.

On Sunday the 1cth, Mr, Vanbrugh, the
owner’s agent, was removed from the council,
and Mr. Samuel Hopkins was chofen in his
room ; the charge againft him was founded on
killing the Indian, as already mentioned, and
engaging to vote with Captain Rogers upon all
occalions.  Caprain Dover likewife charged

him
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him with infolence, and with difobeying or-
. ders.

On the 12th, the attack of Guayaquil was
finally fettled, and the whole fleet fer fail for
that harbour. Some new regulations were
framed, and frefh encouragement propofed to
animate the men to behave refolutely,

- The three commanding officers {eleéted each
their refpective parties, Captain Dover the ma-
rines, and the Caprains Rogers and Courney
two parties of failors, 5 men in edch; Cap-
tain Dampier commanded the artillery, and
was to form a body of referve, to act as occafion
thould offer, The whole number employed in
this fervice amounted to 238 effeCtive men,
The care of the fhips and prizes was at the fame
time entrufted to the Captains Cooke and Fry,
who, belides a fmall complement of failers, had
226 Indians and blacks on board.

Friday 15. Saw a fail near the fhore, and,
having little wind, the Duke’s boat commanded
by Captain Fry, and ours by myfelf, made di-
rectly for her, going off in fuch hafte that nei-
ther of us had the fwivel guns we ufed to carry,
nor our full complement of men. The Duke’s
boat nearing her firft, the put out Spanifh co-
lours, fired a gun, and hoifted her Spanifh flag
at the main-top-maft head. The Duke’s beat
then lay by for us to come up. We faw fhe
was French-built, and, by the defcription the
prifoners had given us, concluded it muft be the

fhip we had been fo long cruifing for, which
was
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was to carry the Bifhop. Our fhips being almoft
out of fight, and the Spaniards fo near thé
coaft, we relolved to lay her on board on each
bow, and accordingly fell to it. The difpute
was hot for a long time, we keeping a conftant
fire, and the enemy rerurning it, who killed two
of Captain Fry’s men, befides wounding one of
his and two of mine. One of the killed was
Mr. John Rogers, our fecond Lieutenant, and
brother to Caprain Rogers. The Duke’s boat;
finding the enterprize defperate, bore away 3
and fome time after we did the like: but Cap-
tatn Fry having put fome of his men aboard of
us, given us fome powder and thot, and taken
in our wounded, I made again to the chace, re-
folving to keep her from the thore, and, ratheg¢
than fail, to clap her aboard. The Spaniards,"
perceiving our defign, edged off to fea, and we
followed them. Our fhips came up apace, and
the Ducchefs having fired a fhot or two, {le
firuck her colours, and furiendered. The meni
begged for good quarter, and we promifed themi
all civility, This thip came from Panama, and
was bound for Lima, to be fitted out for a man’
of war, There were 70 blacks, and many paf-
fengers, with a confiderable quantity of pearls;
on board : the lading confified of bale goods;
and fome things belonging to the Bithop ; but
the;y had fer him, with his attendants, afhore at
point St. Felena, from whence he was to go by
lar}d to Guayaquil. While the French pofleffed
this veflel, fhe was called La Lune d’Or. She

wWa3
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was of 270 tons burden, and commanded
Don Jofeph de Arizabella.

Saturday 16. Took a {mall bark laden with
hides and fome flour, and buried cur Lievtes
nant, being all much concerned for the lofs of
fo good an oﬂ"icer. |

uunday 7. All thmcs being now in order;
our men went aboard the twoe barks in order tg
land, and Captain Fry and I took charge of
the fhips, prizes, and prifoners.

Monday 18, At one in the morning, being
near the ifland Santa Clara, our two barks with
the land forces left us.

Tuelday 19. The boats rowed with 45 men
towards the ifland Puna, and came to a grap-
pling clofe under the land, out of fight or the
look-outs. We feized the Governor of the
ifland, and fenc our carpenter and two or three
hands along the fhore, to cut all the bark logs;
and canoes in pieces, for fear thev fhould get
away and alarm the town of Guayaquil.

Thurfday 21. I fent the Beginning a-head, for
fear of danger, who, fecing 2 vellel riding clofe
under point Arena, fired two fwivel guns at
her ; but found nobody on board. She was a
‘new Spanith bark going to load falr, and had
fothing in her but a few jars of water. At five
in the afternoon the tranfports rowed for the
town of Guayaquil, and at eleven at night were
fo near as to hear cne centinel call to unother
for fire to be brought.  Perceiving we were dif-

covered, we rowed over to the other fide, and
Yor, M. B {awr
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faw a fire made where the centinels talked, and
{oon after many lights all over the town. We
heard them likewife ring the alarm-bell, and
fire feveral volleys; and we obferved them to
light a fire on the hill to give the town notice
of our being come up theriver. Hereupon the
boats came to a grappling, when fuch a hot dif-
pute arofe among fome of our chief officers,
that they were heard afhore; the officers differ-
ing in their opinions, whether to land immedi-
ately, or ftay till morning 3 however, atlaft it
was agreed, that, fince we did nct know the

ground, it was beft to ftay till day-light.
Friday 22. Our forces being all joined, we
fent a flag of truce, with the Captain of the
French-builc thip, and another prifoner, to the
Corregidor, who afked him our number, which
the Captain magnified. The Corregidorfuggefted
that we were mere boys; but the Captain re-
plied, he would find we were men, for wg had
tought him bravely in our open boats, though
he had killed one of the Commander’s brothers,
and wounded and killed others; and therefore
advifed him to agree for the ranfom of the town.
Saturday 23. The pinnace went up the river
after {ome veflels,. and brought fix of them to
anchor by our barks; and we alfo took poflef-
fion of two new fhips, of about 400 tons each.
We then went athore with 2 flag of truce,
and the Governor came on board to agree about
the ranfom cf the rown and fhips ; but this not
' being



Carrain COOKE’s VOYAGES. 33

being then concluded, he promifed to meet the
Captain at feven in the evening, but was not fo
good as his word.

Sunday 24. The Governor came off again
to treat, and our Captains would have {eized
him for having forfeired his word ; but he al-
ledging thit it was incompztible with his com-
ing with a flag of truce, was {et afhore again,
and all things were made ready for the attack.
Accordingly the men landed, and, being com-
manded to proceed, they went on with {o much
bravery, that the Spaniards fired only their firft
volley and fled, our people prefling and purfu-
ing them to their cannon, which they foon de-
ferted, the gunner only, who was an Irifhman,
ftanding by them till he was wounded in four
places, of which wounds he {oon after died.
Our men then marched in a body through both
towns, drove out the enemy, and, placing thres
guards in the three churches, fet fire to ﬁve or
fix houfes adjoining to the wood, left the enemy
fhould annoy our guard, which was within pii-
tol thot.  All this 1 night they kept firing out of
the woods at our centmels, but did them no
harm. In the mean ume the Dutchels’s pin-
nace, commanded by Lieutenant Connely, weng,
up the river, landed at every houfe, took the
plate, and what elfe of value they found, and
bad fome fkirmifhes with the enemy, 1 in which
one of our men was wounded.

Monday 25. In the night one of our centi-
pels thot another belonging to us, who was go-

Fa ing
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ing from his poft, and did not anfwer when
challenged three times; our firft Lieutenant’s
piftol went off by his fide, and wounded him in
the leg; and another of our men was alfo fhot
thxouoh the foct by one of our own people ;
moreover, our lurgeon cut off a may’ s arm who
had been hurt by cne of our grenadoe fhells,
which broke in the bark when fired out of the
cohorne. The afternoon was fpent in thipping
off PLO\”QOBa trom the town, and difpofing all
things in cafe of an atrack n the night.

Tuefday 26. A fag of truce came to treat
concerning ranfoming the town, which was at
laft agreed on for go,000 dollars,  We were to
have three hoftages, and to {tay at Puna ull
they could rade the money,

Wednefday 27. The holtages came on board;
and we took down our Umor flag, and hoifted
a flag of truce, firing a gun for a ﬁgnal thatthe
Spaniards might come into the town, and that
no farther hoftilities fhould be commirted on
gither fide,

Thurfday 28. ©Our barks weighed with
the beginning of the ebb, the Duke’s pinnace
making the beft of her way down to the thips;
and the float, after going afhore to ferch off the
great guns, weighed alfo, and fell down the ri-
ver.

Friday 29. Captain Rogers came aboard,
and gave us an account that they had taken,
plundered, and ranfomed the town of Guaya-
quil 5 that three of our men had been killed,

two
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two by our own people, and one by the Spa-
niards, and four wounded, that theinhabitants,
whilft treating, had carried off their money and
plate, retiring to the woods, and leaving their
guns, four whereof were taken, with a confi-
derable quantity of meal, peafe, {ugar, brandy,
and wine, all which was coming down in the
barks. This day Hugh Tidcomb, who was
fhot by his fellow-centinel, died. At four in
the afternoon, fpied a fail ftanding up the river
with the tide of flood : we fent both thips boats
after her, and before night they brought her in.
She was a imall Spanith bark from Cheripe,
having on board 330 bags of meal, 35 hupdred
weight of fugar, fome onions, quinces, aad
pomegranates. This, with the fix barks, and
two great fhips ranforned by the town of
Guay aquxl, made fourteen prizes taken in thofe
feas. ,
Sunday 30. Captain Rogers went aboard the
French built thip to carry her up to Puna, in
hopes of difpofing of her cargo and fome of the
blacks, who only ferved to eat up our provi-
fions; as alfo to bring down what water and
provifions could be got; Captain Courtney
being gone there before on the {fame account.
Monday, May 1. A boat came down from
the town with part of the ranfom, whereupon
moft of the prifoners were fet on thore.
Thurfday 5. Captain Rogers returned with
the French-built fhip, the Spaniards having’
brought none of her cargo 3 but they had paid
245000
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24,000 dollars, part of the 30,000 ranfom ; upon
which, the Governor of Puna, one of the hofta-
ges, was difcharged, but the others kept.

Friday 6. In the afternoon the Duke and the
prizes joined us, when we were feven fail in all.
A boat came down with abour 3000 dollars
more, in money and plate ; and the men told us,
that the other 3000 dollars would foon come,
and 12,000 more to purchafe goods: but this
we fuppofed to be a trick to keep us till the
men-of-war {hould come from Lima; whereupon
we made all pollible difpatch to ger ont of the
bay, kept three of the hoftages, and fent the pri-
foners afhore. The Beginning, being of no other
ule, {ince we had better veflels, we fold to the
Spaniards for the value of 50l in pearl, gold
chains, &c. and put the prifoners aboard, but
kept pilots, and a man that could fpeak Englith,
the Prefident of Panama’s fon, and the hoftages.
The weather being very hot, fome of our men
fell into fevers; and in a few days we had near
100 fick, and among the number Capt. Court-
ney.

Sunday 8. Sailed with a fmall breeze at N. W.
At noon it began to blow freth; but nothing
material happened till the 13th, when; believing
ourfelves near the longitude of the Gallapagoes,
where we defigned to water, fit our thips, and
refreth our men, we lay by from fix in the even-
ing till four the next morning, for fear of run»
ning by thofe iflands in the nighe,

Monday 16. Mr, Hopkins, Licutenant of the

: / marines,,



Caprary COOKE’s VOYAGES. 39

marines, and one of the dofors of the Duke,
died.

Tuefday 1. Saw land, being one of the Gal-
lapagoe iflands. Next day the Duke’s boat
went on fhore to feek for water, but could And
none in any of them, tho’ Captain Cowley, in
his voyage round the round, fays there is good
water in one of them ; but we miffed the place.

The 20th, 21ft, and 22d, we {pent in plying
among the iflands, where the boats found abun-
dance of turtle, large rock-fith, and guanos.
Thefe laft named creatures are larger here than
thofe in other parts of the Weft Indies, and are
of feveral colours and fizes. They are eaten
by the feamen, and reckoned good meat, though
their deformity made me loathe them.

Thurfday 26. Captain Rogers and Captain
Dover came aboard the Dutchefs, and, after
holding a council, it was refoled to run in for
the ifland of Plata to water, and fo come off
again, for fear of meeting with tworench fhips,
one of 60, and the other of 46 guns, and the
Spanith men- of-war, which, we were told, would
be fhortly in fearch of us. Some days before
this we loft Mr, Hatley, who was in one of the
prizes, with five or fix white men, four blacks,
and an Indian, having on board little or no pro-
vifions or water, and no boat; and we never
more heard of them.

Meonday 30. The officers of the Duke came
aboard,to confult about the propereft place to ca~
seen and water at ; and “twas agreed to go to the

ifland
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ifland Gorgona, to fee whether any Spanith thipe
were there, and from thence to Mangla, where
are fome *ndians, eremies to the Spaniards, who,
it was faid, would fupply us with fwine and
fowls, good water, turtle, plantains, and other
refrefhments.

Wednefday, June 1. Some of cur rhei were
told, that a confpiracy was forming on board
the galleon ameng the prifoners and blacks.
We examined the Spaniards, who protelted they
knew nothing of it; then put matches between
the fingers of two blacks, making them believe
we would burn them to the bone it they would
not confefs. They owned rhere had been atalk
of killing the Englifh among the Indians and
blacks, but they believed it was not in earneft;
however, they were difperfed into feveral fhips
to hreak the combination.

Sunday 5. Saw a fail right-a-head of us,
chaced, and at eight in the evening came up
with her, fired a chacb-oun, and ﬂnc firuck.
The veflel was of about 8o tons burden, bound
from Panama for Guayaquil, was laden with
mon and cther merchandize, and had two wo-
men and {cveral paffengers of note on board,
one o whem was going Governor to Baldivia,
whofe name was Don Juan Cardofo, and who
had been not long before taken on the other
fide by the Jamaica cruifers

Monday 6. Made the belt of our way for
Gorgena; and at three 'in the afterncon next
day, the Duke with the galleon came to an an-

choz
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chor in that harbour, Same day faw a fail bear-
ing down towards the ifland, il {fpying the gal~
leon ia the effing, the fiood to the weftward, 1
went out in the pinnace well-manned, and at
noon tock and brought her to an anchor. She
was a bark of 50 tons, called El Soldado, came
out of a fmall port the mght before, and was
bound for Guayaquil, to load falt, brandy, &c.
She had in her in gold chains and money to the
value of 5 or 6 hundred pounds, defigned to pur-
chafe her cargo.

Monday 13. Held a full council on board
the Duke, and refolved to careen our fhips here
as foon as poflible. Here we continuea (il
Sunday, Auguft the 7th; ard in the mean time
plundered a fettlement on the main, right oppo-
fite the ifland, {fet moft of our prifoners on fhore
on the continent, and broughtfeven beeves, 14
hogs, fome poultry, about 50 buthels of Indian
wheat, and a few goats on board : at the fame
time a black born in Jamaica, who fpoke very
good Engiifh, and had been taken with fome
Jamaica-men eight years before, came over to ug
in a cance. Captain Morel, too, formerly com-
mander of the galleon, brought fome money and
fruit, and a merchant or two, who bought fome
of our blacks. During our ftay ar this ifland,
Captain Rogers, Captain Courtney, myfelf, and
fome other officers, underwent much fatigue in
fitting up the Marquis, for which thip we were
forced to ger entirely new mafts and yards, make
mott of the fails, and a great deal of new cor-

You, H, G Aags,
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dage. The fmith alfo made much new Wo;k; as
did thecarpenters, fail makers, riggers, andrope-
makers, who all came to help us from each fhip.
. The 6th of Auguft, I received my orders to
command the Marquis, carrying 20 guns, 60
white men, and 16 blacks 3 and, the fhips having
taken in their loading from the prizes, and all
our bufinefs being over at theifland of Gorgona,
we weighed anchor at 10 in the morning, and
ran to the north of the ifland : but the mafts of
the Marquis being new and heavy, and a great
weight of goods between decks, I found fhe
proved crank, and failed dull upon the wind;
fo that the Duke and Dutchefs were fain to fpare
a great deal of fail for me to keep up with them,

Friday 12. Held a confultation about fend-
ing the Marquis and a bark laden with bale-
goods directly for India, to fave provifions and
gain time; but this was oppofed by Captain
Courmey, and others, in regard to the Marquis,
which being a good veflel, might be of great
ufe in cafe we fhould meet with the Manilla
fhip, or the men-of-war we fuppofed were look-
ing for us. ,

Thurfday, Auguft 18. At fix in the morning
faw a fail a-head, gave chace, and the Dutchefs
foon coming up with her, and firing a few guns,
fhe ftrack, being a bark of about 4o tons, bound
from Panama to Troxillo, with merchants goods,
paflengers, and blacks, on board. The mafter
told us, he had been detained three months a¢
Parama by an embargo, which being taken off

’ ' upon
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~upon advice that we were going to the ifland of
Juan Fernandez, he had fet fail. Enquiring
what thips were out in queft of us, the prifoners
faid, they had advice at Panama of five or fix
fhips being ordered after us, two of them French,
of 48 guns each, and fome Spanilh, of the like
force, and good failors. They could tell no
other news, than that the whole coaft was
alarmed.

Auguft 19. The Duke and Dutchefs fired
fome vollies to exercife their men. Next day
we fell in with land about a league to the lee-
ward of Tacames, ran within a league of the
fhore, and on the 24th calt anchor in the bay,
from whence the Dutchefs fent her pinnace
afhore for water, but could get none. Tacames
is a village of only feven houfes and a church,
ftanding in a bay, about feven leagues to the
northward of Cape Francifco. The houles are
built of {plit bamboes, and covered with Pal-
meto-leaves, ftanding on ftilts or pofts; and, in-
ftead of ftairs, they have a piece of timber cut
in notches to afcend by. The men employ
themfelves in killing wild fwine with bows and
arrows, and ftriking fith with their lances, at
both which they are very dexterous. The wo-
men have only a piece of baize tied about their
middle, and carry their children at their backs.
They are under the authority of the Spanifh
priefts, and are not permitted to trade without
their licence, '

On the 27th, They received a letter of leave,

Ga and
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and our boats went afhore to the houfes for
cattle; and on the =8th and 29th centinued
trading and watering till we bhad {hﬁi‘cicntly_
fupplied the thips. In recurnfor the civility of
thefe Fathers, 1 fent as a prefent to the church
at Tacames four large images, one of which was
the Virgin Mary with our Lord and Saviour
her arms; and 1 believe Captain Rogers and
Caprain Courtney alfo gave fomething to adon
their church, On Wednefday she 31t of Auguft
we {er fail, the wind being at S. W.

Thurfday, Sept 1. “Saw abundance of water=
fnakes, one of which was coming up-the fide of
our fhip, and our men beat it of. The Spa-
niards fay, there is no cure for fuch. as are bit
by them ; and one of our blacks happened to
- fall under that misfortune, and died, notwith-
ﬁandihgﬁhe utmoft care was taken by our fur-
geons to recover him, :

On Wednefday, Sept. 7. Made one of the
Gallapagoe iflands.  On the 10th, ftood clofe in
for the head-land, fending our boat on fhore for
water and turtle. Atnight our boat came aboard,
bringing 1 3 turtle, fome weighing 200 weights
the other boats got near 50 each; and the
Dutchefs’s feveral land-turtle, but no water,
Our men faw feveral jars, and fome of the wreck.
and radder of a veflel, and thould have guefled.
it to be the prize, Captain Hatley, loft when
here before, but the rudder was too fmall for her.. .

Wednefday 14. The Dutchefs, Marquis, and.
{mall prize, weighed, ran out, and lay by for the

' Duke,
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Duke, which could not gec out for want of wind,
On the 15th, fet fail in the morning; and, con-
fidering the fun was direétly over our heads, the
weather was cold, occafioned, as { believe, by the
foutherly winds, which are coldeft in thofe parts.

Thurfday, Sept. 22. -The Marquis kept the
pump continually going, having Iprung two
leaks, not being well caulked at Gorgona; there-
fore weared her on the other tack, and ftopt one
leak, but could not find the other, being about
the ftern. Weared again, and ftood to the weft.
ward. ‘

Friday 22, At a confuleation on board the
Duke, it was agreed to fteer to the illands Ma-
rias, for a convenient place to refit, wood, and wa-
ter ; then to cruife in queft of the Manilla thip,
which was large, and of great value, being re-
ported by the Spaniards to be worth z,ooo;ooo
i’cerlmg

On the 3d of O&ober Cape Corientes ap-
Peared bearmg N. E. 10 leagues; and on the
4th in the morning we made the iflands called
"T'res Marias, at the diftance of about 16 leagues;
but could not fetch them till the 6th, when we
got under the lee of one of them, 1 lay off with
the thip, and fent the boat afhore for water and
turtle ; but neither the one nor the other was to
be got, becaufe of the furff.

Before our coming to this place, we dlfcover-
ed the white rock, formerly mentioned by Dam-
pier, and took it for a fhip ; on thefight of which
the Dutchefs let go the bark fhe had in tow, tel-

. ling
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ling her to make the beftof her way to the middle.
‘ifland ; under the lee of which both the Duke
and Dutchefs came to an anchor on the 7th and
8th; and I might have been there as foon, had
1 not feen the bark fix or feven leagues to lee-
ward. It was fortunate that I came in time to
relieve her, otherwife fhe muft have perifhed,
having neither wood nor water on board, and
not being able to make up againtt the wind and
current to reach the land. I bore down to her,
fupplied her wants, and took her in tow till the
2oth in the morning, when the middle ifland
bearing north, diftant about feven leagues, we
faw a fail coming from the ifland before the wind,
which proved the Dutchefls, who came in fearch
of us, and was glad to find us fafe ; brought us
fome water and turtle, and told us there was
game enough in the ifland, if we could bear up
to it. Captain Courtney took us in tow, to help
us in the fooner, having cleaned his fhip’s bot.
tom before he fet fail to come to our affiftance.
. On the 11th, I came toan anchor, after much-
trouble and fatigue in plying fo long againft the
wind and current.  Seven of Captain Rogers’s
beft blacks this day left him, and ran away. We
continued in this bay till
Monday the 24th, when a general council was
held, at which it was refolved to cruife off Cape
St. Lucas for the Manilla thip, all our thips be«
ing now very well fitted, wooded, watered, and
provided with turtle. Several warm debates hap-
Jpened in council among our chief officers ; and,
Captain,
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Captain Dover quitted the Duke, and went on
board the Dutchefs, by his own free choice. [
endeavoured to accommodate thefe differences,
but to no purpofe, which gave feveral of us great
concern,

The ilands of Tres Marias, where we anchor-
ed, abound with animals of various kinds, and
the fhores with fifh; among thefe the fea and
dand turtle may be accounted of moft ufe to na-
vigators, Of the fea-turtle there are various
forts; as the green, which are the fweeteft and
beft; the hawk’s-bill, which are very good;
and the logger-head, whxch the failors never re-
fufe when the others are not to be caught. The
method of taking them is by turning them, and
when they are on their backs, they appear as in
the Plate, fig. 1.

The land-turtle lives conftantly athore, feeds
upon grafs, moves very flow, and, when an enemy
approaches, covers itfelf under its fhell, fquatting
clofe to the ground, from which it is not eafily
difcernible, appearing like a bare patch without
verdure. The thells of thefe animals are fo hard,
that a man may tread upon them without hurting
them. Their fleth is very good and nourifhing.
They will live five or fix weeks without food, and
appear to be never theworfe, They lay round eggs,
about the fize of a hen’s, and are very good to eat.
Some of the fea-turtle taken in the bay where we
anchored had 200 eggs in them. Our men liv-
ed almoft wholly upon turtle, and their eggs,
from the time they went firlt to the Gallapagoes

ol
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till their departure for the Eaft Indies, faving
their fhip-provifions till their run acrofs the
South Seas, For the land-turtle, fee fig. 2.

At thefe iflands our men caught plenty of the
fitlh called old wives. They have very {mall
mouths, large eyes, a high fin on the back; and
fhaped as you fee fig. 3. The colour of the
.body is a deep blue ; the fins of a lighter colour,
tipped with yellow, Others are of an ath-colour
on the back, and white under the belly.

" The rock-filh we caught in the ifland of Tres
Marias were-large, had great mottled fins, yellow
backs, red bellies, and red and black tails. See
fig. 4.

Another fith our men caught was the cavallo,
in fhape not much unlike the dolphin, with a
large bright eye, black back, white belly, a long
ftreak from his gills to the middle of his tail
and is about rhe fize of a mackarel. See fig. 5.

A {mall fifh we found there, about {ix inches
long, was very delicious ; the back of an indigo
blue, adeep yellow ftreak running from the gills
to the tail, the belly white, and the tail forked.
It feems peculiar to thefe iflands, and wants a
name. See fig. 6. ‘

Of the animals, the raccon was the moft plen-
tiful. Tt has alarge black eye, whifkers and nofe
like a pig, tail and feet like a rat, a brownith fur
on his back, and a white belly., See fig. 7.

Of the venomous creatures, the icorpion is
the moft noxicus ; its tail is jeinted with a {mall
fting at the tips it has two claws like thofe of

the
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the lobfter; andits head and feet have a near re-
femblance to thofe of the fame fith. See fig. 8.

Among the finging-birds found in thofe
ilands, the cardinal bird was feen in greateft
sbundance. It is a very beautiful bird, with
fcarler feathers; and on irs head the male has
tuft of the fame colour. They are of the fame
kind with thofe we call the Virginia Mightingale
but the Spaniards call them cardinal birds, trom
their fearler feathers.  See fig. 9.

Among the vegetables we found the Mag-
ney-plant, or filk-grafs, of which the Indiang
make ropes, fails, facks, and all their curious
netting, It alfo yields a liquor of which they
make wine, honey, and a good baifam. The
liquor as it comes from the plant is as {weet as
fugar ; after ftanding it becomes a wing, and
will intoxicate powerfully. It has thick juicy
leaves, not unlike thofe of the houftleek, but
grows up to a confiderable height in the form
feprelented by fig. 10, And, when it has ftood
about fix years; the Indians cut out the middie
leaves, leaving the heart of the plant holiow;
which of itfelf fills with the juice, and is every
morning during the {eafor taken out and prefer-
ved, Of this juice the Spaniards make fpirits 5
and it is fo univerfally ufed in one fhape or other
by the Spaniards and Indians in WNew Spain,
that the duty arifing from it in one year is faid
to have amounted to 110,000 pieces of cight as
the port of Angels alone.

Vou. 1L H Fhe
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. The prickly tree found onthofe iﬁand§ is efteem-
ed a great curiofity. The trunk of it is angular,
and covered with prickles; is of a pale green,and
yields a gum which the druggifts call euphor-
bium, which is faid to be powerful in removing
pains in the head. It grows about 12 feet high,
in the form reprefented in the plate, fig. 11.

Thefe were the principal peculiarities obferv.
able in the animal and vegetable tribes at the
iflands of Tres Marias. .

On Tuefday, Oé 2, at two in the afternoon,
we weighed, and fet fail for Cape St. Lucas,
where we fpread ourfelves for fear the Manilla
thip fhould pafs by unfeen. The Duke cruifed
about two leagues to the fouthward of- the
Dutchefs, the Dutchefs in the middle, and the
I/arquis two leagues to the northward of her,
Place of rendezvous fix or feven leagues in fight
of Cape St. Lucas.

Nov. 1. The Marquis fprang two great leaks,
and broke the collar of the fore-ftay, which
obliged me to wear the fhip to fix the ftay, and
then hauled up afer the other fhips, and ftop-
ped the leaks,

Tuefday 2. All the officers and men oa
board the Marquis figned an inftrument, oblig-
ing themfelves to ftand by the articles agreed to
by the companies of the other fhips.

Nov. 4. I ipoke with Captain Courtney, and
changed ftations with him, he having better
Loats than mine to fend afhore for water and

turtle 5
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turtle 5 or, in cafe of feeing the Manilla thip, to

prevent her fending the paffengers athore with

their wealth. The ioth, the Duke and Dutchefs

having fpoken with each other, changed &ations,

the Duke going in for the fhore, and the Dutch-
_efs off to the cutward ftation.

Nov. 22, Captain Rogers informed me, that
the bark and his boat had been in with the fhore,
and had {poken with the natives, who feemed
very civil, and had pearl and fome grain to dif-
pofe of ; and that there was wood and water
enough. Nothing material happened till

Dec. 13, when we had a confultation on
board the Dutchefs, to enquire into the ftock of
provifions on board the fhips, and found by the
accounts given in, that only three months meat
at fhort allowance, and two months bread, re-

-mained unexpended ; and, as there was no ap-
pearance of the Manilla thip, though the ufual
time of her coming was elapfed it was agreed to
make all pofiible dlfpatch in fitting up the thips,
in order to make the beft of our way acrofs the

“Pacific Ocean, that we might take the advantage
of the trade-winds to carry us to Guam on our
return home. In purfuance of this refolution, I
was ordered into harbour, as the Marquis want-

ed more confiderable repairs than either of the
other two, and the Duke and Dutchefs pro»
pofed to cruife a few days longer, while I was
getting forward to be in readinefs o accompany

(hem to Europe.
©On the 14th, Ibore away for Puerto Segura,
H2 ; and
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and on the 15th entered the harbour at mid-
night.

On the 16th proceeded to bufinels, my firft
orders being to return again to cruife as foon as
pofiible; but thefe orders were afterwards coune
termanded, it being ablolutely neceffary that all
the thips fhould rendezvous together before their
final departure from the American coaft.

This place is inhabired by about zo00 Indians,
living in hats made of boughs of trees and reeds,
buslt like a bower, thh a fire in the 1mddle,
round which they lie and fleep. They all ga
naked, only the women have fhort petticoats
made of filk grafs, or elfe of pelicans or deers
fkins. The men are ftraighr, and well limbed
live by fithing and huntmg, and value knives, fc1f¢
fars, nails, or iron, beyond gold and filver. They
have long black hair, and are of a dark brown
comp]exxon The women are very ordinary, and
employ themfelves in gathering and grmdmg
corn, 2nd in making fithing-lines. They are
very honelt and very civil. They affifted in fit-

ting up the thips, and took nothing away but
what was given them. Our people at their firft
coming got fome pearls among them, but I ne-
ver could fee any afterwards,. I made figns for
them to bring gold ; but they pointed up to the
rnouncains, They ule bows and arrows, and
even the boys are {o dexterous as to kill birds
flying with them.

Dec. 22. Being bufy abopt our repairs, at 10
ip the mommcr heard fome guns firing in the

of.ﬁnorf
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offing : I bent my fails to haften to the affitance
of my conforts, but the fea breeze coming on
rendered it impofiible; whereupon 1 afcended
an adjacent hill, and faw cur fhips engage and
take the Manilla fhip, which we had been {o
long expelting,

The account Captain Rogers gives of the en-
gagement is as follows : « At day-break, fayshe,
we faw the chace upon our weather-bow about
a league from us, the Dutchefs a-head of her to
leeward, near about half ‘as far. Towards fix
in the morning our boat came on board, having
kept very near the chace all night, and received
no damage ; but told us the Dutchefs paffed by
her in the night, and fhe fired two fhot at him ;
but they returned none. We had no wind, but
got out eight of our thip’s oars, and rowed about
an hour, when there fprung up a fmall breeze.
1 ordered a large kettle of chocolate to be made
for our thip’s company, having no fpirituous li-
quors to give them. Then we went ¢ prayers;
and before we had concluded, were difturbed by
;he enemy’s firing at us., They had barrels
hanging at each yard-arm thatlooked like pow-
der-barrels,” to deter us from boarding them.
About eight o’clock we began to engage her
by ourfelves, for the Dutchefs being to leeward,
and having little wind, did not come up. The
enemy fired her ftern chace upon us firft, which
we returned with our fore-chace feveral times,till
we came nearer, and went clofe on board each
other. We gave her feveral broadﬁdcss plying

our
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our {mall arms very brifkly, which they return-
ed as thick for a while, but did not ply their
great guns with the fame alacrity.  After fome
time, we fnot a little a-head of them, lying
thwart her hawfe, clofe aboard; and plied her
fo warmly, that fhe foon {truck her colours two-
thirds down, By this time the Dutchefs came
up, and fired about five guns, with a volley of
{mall fhot; but the enemy, having {ubmirtted,
made no return. . We fent our pinnace on board,
and brought the Captain with the ofiicers away 3
and, having examined them, found there came
another fhip out from Manilla with them of
larger burden, having abeut 4o brafs guns
mounted, and as many patararoes ; but they told
us they loft her company about three months
ago, and reckoned fhe was got to Acapulco be-
fore this time, fhe failing better than this thip.
This prize was called by the fwelling name of
Noltra Signiora de la Incarnacion Defengenia,
Sir John Pichberty Commander. She had 20
guns, 20 patararoes, and 193 men on board,
whereof nine were killed, ten wounded, and fe-
veral blown up with powder. We engaged
them about three glaffes, in which time we had
only myfelf and another man wounded. I was
thot through the left cheek ; the bullet ftruck
away partof my upper jaw, and feveral of my
teeth, part of which dropt down upon the deck
where I fell; and the other, an Irith landman,
was lightly wounded in the hip. They did us
ng
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no great damage in our rigging, but their thot
difabled our mizzen-maft. 1 was forced to write
what I had to fay to prevent the lofs of blood,
and becaufe of the pain I fuffered by fpeaking.’

On the 23d of December, after putting our
fhips to rights, we ftood in for the harbour,which
was diftant about feven leagues to the N. E, Our
furgeons went on board the prize to drefs their
wounded men., About four in the afternoon we
came to an anchor, and received the compli-
ments of all on board the Marquis on our fud-
den and unexpected fuccefs, which gave us no
fmall fatisfaction. We found that thip in good
condition, ready to fail, and all the men on board
her very brifk, and eager for altion.

At eight in the evening, we held a confulta-
tion on the two great points; firft, what fhould
be done with the prifoners and hoftages; and
next, how we fhould aét with regard to the other
Manilla fhip, which we thought at leaft there
was a great probability of taking.

With refpect to the firft, we propofed, as the
hoftages from Guayaquil were men of honour,
and as we had good reafon to believe that the
Chevalier Pichberty, being brother to the famous
M. du Cafs, was the fame, to make the beft terms
we could with them, and fet them at liberty.
Accordingly, we put a part of the goods on
board the bark into the prize, and then offered
the remainder with the bark, together with what
remained unpaid of the ranfom, for 6000 pieces
of cight, and to take the Chevalier’s bills pay-

able
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able at London for the money. This they ae-
cepted; and gave us an acknowledgment at the
fame time, that they thought it 2 good bargain,
When this was fettled; we had nothing more to
do than to provide for our own fecurity; and to
leok afier the other galleon.

1 was very deﬁrous of going out with the
Butcheis to cruife for her ; but there having been
fome refleCtions caft, on account of the Dutch-
efs’s not engaging our laft prize {o foon as it was
thought fhe mighr have done, Captain Courtney
was abfolately bent on going out with the Mar-
quis; and the officers of both thips voting for
this in council, my propofal was 0ve~-rulcd and
we were forced to ftay in the harbour againft our
will. It was, however, agreed, that we thould
put 10 of our beft hands on beard the Dutchefsy
and on Chriftmas-¢ve the and the Marquis fail’d.”
=—— We now return to Captain Cooke in the
Marquis.

Sunday 24, At ¢ight in the morning, being
two ieagues off Cape St. Lucas, we faw a fall dif-
tant about feven lewueq, which we concluded to
be the fhip we were in purfuit of. The Dutch-
efs was two leagues ¢o the weftward, and we both
gave chace. At noon the enemy bore fouth;
diftant about five leagues. At r2 at night, the
Dutchefs got along-fide, and began to engage
her. Captam Courtne,7 foucbr her bravely
about four glafes, and then lay by to fecure hig
mafts, and knot hlS rigging, which were much
wounded and fhattered.  Our thip not being fo

good
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good a failor as the Dutchefs, could not come
up.

Monday 26. As foon as it was day, we faw
the Spaniard’s flag, and knew him to be the Ad-
miral of the Manilla. Ateight we perceived the
Duke coming out to us. At two in the after-
noon we got alongfide the enemy ; but the wind.
thifiing, could fetch no nearer than about half
mufket-fhot to leeward of her. She then fired
two fhot'at us, aad we returned a broadfide and
vollies of fmall arms, beginning the combat
with three ‘cheers.  'When we had fought two
glaffes, the Dutchefs came up under her ftern,
and raked her fore and aft, and then fell aftern
again, we ftill continuing hot at her for five
glaffes: then weared, and ftood to the weft-
ward, to fetch nearer up to her; for firing fo
many guns had laid us to leeward. The Dutch-
efs went up, and engaged again very brifkly
fof half an hour, and then ftretched a-head of
her. We could perceive many fhot in her be--
tween wind and water. At five we tacked, and
raked’her fore and aft with our ftarboard broad-
fide, then weared under her ftern, and did the
fame with our larboard broadfide; and firing
feveral vollies while we loaded our larboard guns
again, gave her the other broadfide. By this -
time it grew dark, and we fell a-ftern, to fpeak
with the Dutchefs, and to get more ammunition,
having but three rounds of fhot for moft of our
guns left. At eight I went on board the Dutch-
efs, and found her much difabled in her mafts

Vou. I I and
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and rigging, and had feven men killed and
woundbd Capt. Courtney and [ agreed to- _',w:;}
yard-2rm and yard-arm with the enemy in the
morning, he o lic on the bow, and I on the
quarter ; and if he boarded, 1 was to clap him

aboard, and enter my men over him. Being
1upp1md with more ammuniticn, I returned on
board the Marquis, both of us keeping clofe
under the chace’s quarter, and firing guns ail
night, to annoy the enemy, and to give the
Duke notice where we were. Before day the
Duke Jomed us, The chace, miftaking him
for her confort, had made fignals all night, and
had edged away to meet hxm, otherwife the
Duke could not have come up, there being but
very little wind, and that contrary.

Then we all three agreed to fall upon the ene-
my at once, as foen as it was light ; but while we
lay athwart her hawfe, thofe guns that miffed
the enemy flew through the Duke s mafts and
rigging, which obhged him to change his ftation,
and to draw up along-fide clofe aboard her,
where he kept up a conftant fire of round fhot,
all other {hot proving ineffectual, becaufe of the
ftrength of the thip’s fides, which no other fhot
would penetrate 3 and as none of the Spaniards
appPared in ﬁght, but all kept to clofe quarters,
it was in vain to make ufe of {mall arms, except
now and then, when a man appeared to obferve
our {ituation, and to keep an eye upon their en-
fign. Inthis manner, the Dutchefs lying upon
her hawfe, the Duke aanr;c her broadlide, and

the
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the Marquis athwart her ftern, we kept pelting
her for four glaffes ; and, inthe mean time, the
Duke recewed a fhot in his main-maft, which
much difabled it; and, in fhifting, both he and
the Dutchefs came back clofe under the enemy,
and had like-to have beenall aboard her.  The
Duke, in endeavouring to recover his ftation,
received a fire ball, which lighting upon his
quarter deck, blew upa cheft of arms and car-
touch-boxes, all loaded, and feveral cartridges
of powder in the fteerage, by which means Mr,
Vanbrugh, our agent, and two others, were very
much burnt; the Dutchefs going to lath to the
enemy, was forced to catt off, and get clear, for
fear of being feton fire. The enemy fired at us
all three at once, but flowly, feldom miffing our
mafts and rigging, and fometimes hullmo S,
After lying near half an hour along the chace §
fide, the Dutchefs lay by to ftop hér leaks, and
fecure her fore-maft, being very much difabled,
having 25 men killed and wounded, and theé fails
and rigging much fhattered. Captain Rogers
fome tiime after lay by to fecure his maft. Then
I lay athwart the enemy’s hawfe till I had fired
three broadfides, fome odd guns, and feveral
vollies ; then gave another broadfide and fome
vollies into her ftern. The Duke came up again,
and fired feveral guns, and both fell a-ftern the
chace, keeping under fail, and ftanding to the
weftward, We knotted fome of our rigging,
and f’copt our leaks made with twélve pounders.
Our main-maft was difabled alfo, the fails and

I2 ncrgmc'
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rigging much fhattered 5 but the enemy, aiming
to difable my mafts, I had the good fortune o
have only my fecond mate, and fome . others,
blown up with powder The fhip was once fet
on fire by the enemy’s ftink-pots, but we foon
put it out. About eleven I wore the fhip, and
defigned to have attacked the enemy again;
but, feeing the Duke and Dutchefs lying by,
the one with a waift in his enfign, and the other
with a Spanith jack, the fignals to fpeak with
one another, I brought to. Captain Courtney
came on board of me, and we both went on
board the Duke; where we confidered the
condition the three fhips were in, their mafts
and rigging being much damaged in a place
where we could get no recruir; that if we en-
gaged her again we could propofe to do no
more than what we had already done, which
was evident did her no great hurt, becaufe we
could perceive few of our {hot entered her fides
to any purpofe, and our fimall arms availed lefs;
there being not a man to be feen above board 3
that the leaft thing in the world would bring
the Duke’s main-maft, and likewife the Dutch-
efs’s foremaft, by the board, either of which
by its fall might carry away another maft, and
lay us a perfect butt for the enemy, having
nothmor to command our fhips with 3 fo that by
his heavy guns he might either fink or take us;
that, 1if we went to board him, we fhould run a
great hazard in lofing a great many men with
ittle hope of fuccefs, they having above treble
the number on board to oppofe us, and there

being
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being now, in all our three fhips, not above
120 men fit for boarding, and thofe but weak,
having been very fhort of provifions; fo that,
if we had boarded her, and been forced off, or
left any of our men behind, the enemy by that
means would have known our ftrength, and
then gone into the harbour, and took poffeflion
of the prize in {pite of all we could do to pre-
vent it, Befides our ammunition was very fhort,
having only enough to engage a few glaffes
longer, All this being fericuily confidered, and
knowing the difficulty we fhould have to get
mafts, and the time and provifions we -mufl
fpend before we could get them fitted, we re-
folved to forbear attempting her farther, fince
pur battermo her fignified little, and we had not
ftrength enoucrh o board her ; therefore, we a-
oreed to kéep her company tll night, and then
to lofe her, and make the beflt of our way into
the harbour to fecure the prize we had already
taken. We engaged firft and laft about feven
hours, during all which time they had on board
the Duke but eleven men wounded, among
whom was the Captain for the fecond time, who
had part of his heel~bone ftruck out with a
~{plinter, and all under his ancle cut above half
through with the fame ; on board the Dutchefs,
they had eleven killed, and more than that
number wounded ; and on board us only two
men {corched with gun-powder. The enemy’s
was a brave, lofty, new fhip, named the Vir-
ginia, and this the firft voyage {he had made.
Her burden was oo tons, and her complement

of
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of ‘men 450, befides paflengers, 150 of whom
were European pirates, who, having now got all
their wealth on board, were refolved to defend
it to the laft. The gunner, who had a poft ac
Manilla, wasan expert man, and had provided
for her defence with great fkill, He had filled
up all the fpace between the guns with balés to
fecure the men. We fhattered her fails and rig-
ging very much, thot away her mizzen-yard,
and killed two of her men out of her tops,
which was all the damage we could fee done,
though we could not place lefs than 500 fhot in
her hull. Thus ended our attempt.

Thefe large thips are built at Manilla, of ex-
cellent timber that will not fplinter ; and their
fides are thicker and ftronger than thole of (hips
of the fame burden conftruted in Europe. Had
we been together at firft, and boarded her, we
might, perhaps, have taken her ; but, after her
netting and clofe quarters were fixed, fhe valued
us but little. We might, indeed, have burnt her,
at the expence of one of our thips ; but that was
objected to, not only from a principle of huma=
nity, but becaufe we had goods of great value
on beard all ourthips.

The enemy had heard at Manilla, that there
were two thips fitted out at Briftol to cruife in
the Souch Seas, and that Captain Dampier was
t0 be their pilot; they had, therefore, provided.
for their own defence accordingly. However, to
do them juftice, they fought gallantly ; and, had
the two thips been together, itis more than pro-
bable, that neither of them had been takens

but,



Carrain COOKE’s VOYAGES. 63

but as it happened, had not our unreafonable
fquabbles prevented our failing out together,
the chance would have rather been in our fa-
vour : yet this mifcarriage, inftead of leading
to a reconciliation, ferved only as a foundation
for new difputes,

~ On the 1ft of Jan. 1710, we returned again
into port, and determined to haften home with
all pofiible difpatch.  The firlt thing of confe-
quence was to difcharge our prifoners, and to
provide for their voyage to Acapulco; and this
being difpatched, we applied to the fettling of
our own affairs. We fpent our time till the 7th
in repairing the damage our thips had received
from the enemy, in takmc in wood and water
for our voyage to the Eaft 1 Indies, and in taking
an account of the goods and ftores on board the
prize : and it was no {mall fatisfattion to find
as much bread on board the prize as with our
own ftock would ferve us, at fhort allowance,
during our long run to Guam.

About this time a warm contelt arofe about
appointing a Commander of the Manilla fhip,
which was looked upon as a truft of no fmall
confequence. Captain Dover, being an owner,
defired he might command in chief on board
her. Cap,tam Rogers and feveral officers of the
council contended, that, as Captain Dover was
- wholly unacquainted with the navxoatmg part of
the bufinefs, the command fhould be given to
Captain Fry, or myfelf; but, as 1 had already
she command of the Marquis, 1 declined any

' farther
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farther charge, and voted for Captain Dover; at
the fame time recommending Captain Fry and
Captain Stretton to act under him ; againft
which Captain Rogers and his officers entered
their proteft. However, on the gth of January,
at a full council, it was catried again/t them,
and voted by a great majority, that the Captains
Fry and Stretton fhould both aét in equal poft
in the fole navigating the Batchelor Frigate (for
that was the name now given to the Manilla
prize), and in fighting her, if occafion fhould
require, under Captain Dover, who at the fame
time was reftrained from interrupting them in
their bufinefs, but charged to be careful of what
was in the fhip, and to {ce that nothing was
atted on board contrary to the intereft of the
owners and captors. The matter being thus
qualified, the nominal command given to Cap-
tain Dover, and the executive power vefted in the
naval officers, Captain Rogers withdrew his pro-
tefl, and the council proceeded to the choice of
the inferior officers, appointing Alexander Sel-
kirk mafter, and Jofeph Smith, chief mate :
they alfo agreed to furnifh her complement of
men, by felecting zo0 from the Duke, 25 from
the Durchefs, and 13 from the Marquis, which,
with 36 Lafcars taken on board her, formed a
tolerable crew of more than 100 mariners. This
bufinefs being thus fully fettled, and the ifland
of Guam pitched upen as the place of rendez-
vous in cafe of feparation, on the 10th of Janu-
ary we weighed anchor, and ran out at midnight.

At



Capramy COOKE's VOYAGES. 65

At 12 the next day Cape St. Lucas bore north,
diftant about five leagues. We fteered away for
fome days S. W. by S. ull we gotinto the trade-
winds, and then our courfe was uniform.

All the natives of California that we faw dur.
ing our ftay at Puerto Seguro did not amount to
goo. They had large limbs, were very ftraight
and tall, and of a much darker complexion than
any other people that we had met with in the
South Seas. Their hair was long, lank, and
black: and hung down upon their hips. The
men were all ftark naked; but the women had
a covering about their waifts made of the filk-
grals already mentioned, fringed and knotted.
All of them that we {aw were old, and miferably
wrinkled ; perhaps they concealed from us their
maidens, for reafons that need not be explained.
The language of the natives was guttural, very
harth, and unpleafant. They feemed to covet
nothing that we had, except axes, faws, and
knives; and even thefe they did not attempt to
fteal. Their huts were low, and wholly made
up of branches of trees; and feemed rather a
kind of temporary coverings than fettled dwel-
lings. While we lay in port they fubfifted
chiefly on fith ; and though they neither made
ufe of nets or lines, yet they bad a method of
firiking them with lances that was very dexte-
rous, and at which they were very expert. They
were befides moft excellent divers, and inftead
of canoes made ufe of rafts. They were very
civil and inoffenfive 3 and were obferved to pay

You. 11, K great
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great refpet to one among them, whofe head
was adorned with feathers very artificially com-
bined, and who probably was their wizard, or
cunning-man. Some of them had ftrings of
pearls, and party-coloured fhells {fo prettily in-
termixed, that, though we had glafs-beads, and
other fhowy trinkets, yet they paid no fort of
attention to any of them; but prized their own
ornaments above every thing but cutting inftru-
ments. Their arms are bows and arrows, in the
ufe of which their boys were fo expertias to
fhoot birds flying by way of amufement. They
grew very familiar with us while we ftaid, and
came frequently to gaze at the men as they cut
wood and filled water, but never offered to affift
in any thing like labour. They get fire like other
Indians, by rubbing two fticks together, which
kindle almoft inftantaneoufly,

From this harbour we departed but very {len-
derly provided, having but little live-ftock, and
hardly any liquors but what were found in the
prize. As foon as we were out of fight of land,
we were all put to fhort allowance, officers and
men: to the latter four-and-twenty ounces of
flour, four pounds of meat, and two gallons of
water, 0 a mefs of five men in 24 hours. But
in a few days, the Batchelor made a fignal to
give us fomf‘ bread, they having found a large
quantity concealed, with fome fweet-meats. We
had 500 weight for our fhare, the Duke 1000
weight 5 and the Dutchefs as much; in return
for which we fent back to the prize fome cafks

of
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of flour, and a barrel of Englith beef'; and the
like prefent was returned from the other fhips.
From this time till the 1oth of March nothing
remarkable happened. “

On that day we made the ifland Saraua, one
of the Ladrones, and the fame evening came in
fight of Guam, diftant about three leagues.
Next day we came to anchor in the port of
Umatta, at about a mile diftance from the
houfes, in lat. 13 deg. 30 min. N. by eftima~
tion; long. from Cape St. Lucas, 100 deg. 19
min. W. We went in with French and Spanith
colours, that they might not fufpect us to be
enemies. Several of their boats came about our
fnips ; but none would venture on board, till
being off the anchoring-place, one was fent by
the Spanith Governor, defiring to know who
we were, and what we wanted. We prefently
difpatched our interpreter with a letter, purport-
ing, that we were fubjeéts of Great Brirain, and
driven by neceflity to ftop at thofe iflands to
purchafe provifions and other neceflaries ; that,
if our wants were fupplied withcivility, we thould
pay generoufly ; but, on the contrary, if our re-
queft was denied, we fhould proceed to alt ac-
cording to the laws of war. To this letter we
received a very obliging anfwer from the Spa-
nith Governor, Don Juan Antonio Pimental,
and were furnifhed with hogs, oxen, rice, maize,
poultry, and other neceffaries in a more plentiful
manner, and at a cheaper rate, than we could ex-
pect.  We continued at Guam till the 21ft of

K2 March,
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March, during which time reciprocal civilities
daily paffed between the officers on board and
the gentlemen of the ifland s and we parted pere
fe&ly fatisfied with each other’s behaviour. We
found the variation in thefe parts only half a
point to the eaftward, though in our run acrofs
the Great South Sea, we had it 12 degrees: the
reafon 1 take to be, the unevennefs of the globe,
and its unequal mixture of much matter differ-
ing in icfelf as to the magnetical quality 5 as hav-
ing large and floney mountains, {pacious vallies,
deepieas, long continued continents, with migh-
ty fcattered rocks of load flone, iron mines, and
other magnencal fubftances.

The natives of Guam are of a dark com-
plexion, but not fo black as the Indians of Cali-
fornia. They are in general the largeft and beit
Yimbed men I ever {faw, and fome of them hairy,
and very {trong. The women are ftraight and
tall, and in the neighbourhood of the Spaniards
go decently cloathed ; but in the remote parts
of the 1land they go quite naked. They are faid
to be man-eaters, and to have no fettled way of
worfhip, but every one pays a kind of adoration
to they know not what, The ifland is plentifully
fupplied with catile, and might be made the gar-
den of the world, if the Spaniards were not as
idle as the Indians ; but as nature fpontaneoufly
produces fufficient for fuftenance, they avail
themiclves but little of cultivation, Of all
the works of art for which the Indians are re-
markable, the parcas, or boats, of this ifland

are
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are certainly the moft wonderful, as they ex-
ceed in fwift failing every other veflel yet feen
throughout the world. 'We were affured upon
the belt authority, that they will {ail zo leagues
an hour ; and the Captain of the Spanifh guard
faid, he would lofe his head if they did not per-
form it.

On Tuefday, March 21, 1710, we were un«
der fail, and fteered away W. by S. with mode-
rate gales from the N. N. E. which continued
fo for fome weeks; but abour the middle ot
April the blowing weather came on, and conti=
nued till the 27th of that month, during which
time moft of cur main-fhrouds, feveral of our
ftays, moft of our running-ropes, and the miz-
Zen-gears, gave way, fo that the yard came by
the board, and by its fall wounded the frft
Lieutenant, fo that we feared he never would
have recovered. Moft of our fails too were
fplit’y but, being fupplied with new fhrouds by
Captain Rogers, and with other ropes by Cap-
tain Courtney, 1 bent new fails ; but found the
thip very leaky. The Duke and Dutchefs too
fuffered much by the tempeftuous weather, and
the Batchelor fplit her fails; but being other-
wife ftoutly built and rigged, nothing but run-
ping againft a rock could hurt her. .I had no
conception of meeting with fuch boilterous wea-
ther fo near the Line, which proved as bad as
that we encountered in furrounding Cape Horn,
with this difference only, that the one was in-
genfely cold, and the other intolerably hot. And

' being
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being now croffed by variable winds, fometimes’f
lying by, fometimes fcudding before the wind,
and unable to purfue our direét courfe, our pro-
vifions began to fail, and on board of us rats
rofe to a very high price. The fhips were be-
fides leaky, and our men began to ficken with
exceflive labour and hard living. A general
council was therefore called to confider what
was belt to be done in our prefent cordition,
when it was agreed to make the ifland of Talao,
that of Ternate, or, if neither of them could
be reached, then to put into fome part of Min-
danao. -

Cn Tuefday, May the 2d, we obferved a ring
about the fun, and were apprehenfive of more
bad weather. In the n'ght we paflfed by Talao
without feeing it; and Captain Dampier, who
had been twice in thefe feas before, gave out,
that, if we could not reach Ternate, it would be
impofiible for us to get refrefhment on the coaft
of New Guinea, which proved true; yer it was
with the greateft difficulty the men could be
prevailed upon to fubmit to fhort allowance.

Monday the 8th, having had tempeftuous
weather, we perceived that a ftrong current had
fet in to the caftward ; and to our aftonithment
we found the land in fight to be Cape Noba,
2 promontory at the eaft end of Gilolo, bearing
S. 5. E. diftant 15 leagues. Percetving now
that we could not get to the ifland of Ternate,
nor to that of Mindanao, we refolved to make
the beft of our way through the ftraits of Gi-

lolos
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Yolo : but, notwithftanding our utmoft efforts,
we continued failing among a clufter of iflands,
moft of them uninhabited, but all capable of
producing fpices, during the whole month of
May, without being able to avail ourfelves of
any of their refrefhments, On the 20th of May
we came in fight of the ifland of Ceram, as we
then thought, but afterwards found it to be the
ifland of Bouro.

On the 25th, we came in fight of a low
ifland right-a-head of us, and about noon ob-
ferved an opening, which, when we came near,
we found to be a paffage between two little
iflands that almoft joined. They were very full
of green trees, and by the fea-fide we beheld
many groves of cocoa-nut, plantain, and other
fruit-trees, that exhibited a very pleafant ap-
pearance, o

In a capacious bay we likewife took notice of
a little town, and faw feveral inhabitants pafling
and re-pafling along the thore. We fent in our
boats for provifions and pilots, and the Duke
and myfelf turned up towards the village, but
on founding found no ground. The natives in-
formed us, there was a bank oppofite a cer-
tain land-mark, on which we might anchor. A-
bundance of pecple came off with Indian wheat,
£oCo2 nuts, yams, potatoes, papas, poultry, and
feveral beautiful birds, which they exchanged
for knives, fciflars, and other toys, being very
civil, and to all appearance honeft. They are
Mahometans, of a middle ftature, and tawney ;

pug
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but the women are fairer than the men, having
very long, lank, black hair ; their mouths, lips,
and nofes remarkably fmall. The women were
decently covered; but the men in general weré
naked. Thefeiflands were named Cambava and
‘Wanthut ; but, not anfwering our purpofe, we
agreed to fteer for Bonton, where we arrived on
Monday the 29th of May ; and, the fame day,
Captain Dampier, Mr. Connely, and Mr. Van-
brugh, went with a prefent to the King of Bon~
ton, at the fame time requefting him to fupply
us with provifions, and to fend us a pilot to
carry us to Batavia.

On the goth, a paroa came from the King
with one of his nobles on board, and a pilot to
carry us into harbour. -He put on an air of im-
portance, and afked, How we dared to come to
an anchor there, without leave from the Great
King of Bonton? However, he brought each
Commander a piece of his country-cloth, a bottle
of arrack, fome rice in bafkets, as a prefent from
the King; as alfo a letter from the officers we
had fent on thore, giving an account, that they
had been well received, and that the town where
the King refides was large, walled, fortified, and
defended after the FEuropean manner with a
number of heavy cannon. Another prefent wag
returned, and five guns fired by every fhip at
the meflenger’s going off ; at which he feemed
very well pleafed, Our people trafficked with
the natives for poultry, maize, pompions, pa-
Ppas, lemons, Guinea-corn, &c. and gave them in

exchange,
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exchange knives, fciffars, old cloaths, and old
nails. The people were civil ; but our officers
making a longer ftay than they intended, we
began to fufpect that the Moors had detained
them ; for they are very treacherous. However,
we heard from them every day ; and at length
the Dutchefs’s pinnace came down with Lieu-
tenant Connely, who told us, they had purchaf-
ed four laft of rice, which coft 600 dollars; and
that Mr. Vanbrugh was detained for the payment
of the money. The next morning it came, and
was equally diftributed among the four fhips,
fome great men coming to deliver it, and re-
ceive the money.~~The town of Bonten is very
populous, and by it runs a fine river, but is
barred {o that fhips of burden cannot approach
it. About o iflands are tributary to this king,
who gives audience in a chair of ftate covered
with fcarlet-cloth, and is always attended by a-
guard of nine men, armed, after the European
manner, with mufquets and {cymitars. He has,
befides, four or five flaves, who fit at his feet,
and are ready whenever he commands to do the
moft fervile offices. The petty princes and great
men fit on his left hand, and the ftrangers ftand
before him. ‘

Wednefday, June the 7th, all the provifions
and neceflaries which this town could fupply
being brought on board, and the officers who
went to wait upon the King, returned, the fignal
was given to weigh, and ar four in the afternoon
we fet fail without a pilot, there being none to be

Vor. Il. L had
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had on this ifland. Captain Dampier pretended
to be acquainted with the paffage, and mentions’
the fame in his book, but now he remembered
nothing of it but the ftory.

Cn Friday the gth, we came in fight of Solayo,
lying clofe to the ifland of Celebes, and in-
habited by Malayans, who are tributaries to the .
Dutch. Between the fouth-end of Celebes and the
ifland of Solayo, are three fmall low iflands, and
the beft paffage is between that which lies nexc
to Solayo, and a little one lying to the northward
of it. It is very dangerous going to the fouth-
ward of Solayo, the Dutch never daring to at-
tempt it.

On the 1oth we made prize of a country pa-
roa, and brought the Mafter on board the
Dutchefs. He was a Malayan belonging to Ma-
caffar, bound thither, came laft from Bonton,
and undertook to pilot us to Batavia for a good
reward, provided we would promife to keep the
matter a fecret from the Dutch, to both which
- conditions we very readily agreed ; and the man
performed what he undertook with great fkill
and fidelity. We pafled through the fraits of
Salango, having always from five to feven fa-
thom water in our paffage ; then fteering to the
weftward, our pilot’s boat attended us till we
were through the laft ftrait, and then bore away
towards Macaiflar, .

On Tuelday the 20th of June, 1720, accord-
ing ta our reckoning, we came to an anchor in
Batavia road ; but with the Dutch it was Wed-

' nefday,
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nefday, June 21; for we had loft 18 hours in
going round to the weltward, and they had
gained {ix in failing to the eaftward, which made
a whole day difference between our account
and theirs, The reafon is, that a fhip failing to
the weltward, and fo following the courle of the
fun, makes every day fomething longer than in
any fixed ftation it would be. Thus 1n every
15 degrees fhe removes to the weftward from
the meridian from whence fhe firlk et ous, the
gains an hour ; in 9o degrees, {ix hours; and in
360, which compofe the whole circumnference of
the globe, the will ind a whole day {hort in her
reckoning, according to the account of the place
fhe arrives at. The contrary happens to the
fhip that fails eaftward; for, as fhe advances a-
gainit the courfe of the fun, fhe lofes fo much
of every day, which is thereby fhortened, and
becomes lefs than 24 hours, by confequence lof-
ing an hour in every 15 degrees, and confequent-
ly will be a day before the account of the place
fhe arrives at. By this it appears, that the
thip which fails round the world weftward, lofcs
a whole day, and that which performs the fame
voyage eaftward gains a 'day. So we having
made the greater part of the circumference, and
the Dutch at Batavia the ather part the contrary
way, our lofs and their gain made up the twenty-

four hours; and thus we care to differ a day.
When we came to an anchor, the Dutchels
fired thirteen guns to falute the Dutch fag ; bur
Lo it
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it being night, the Commandant did notthen an-
fwer;, but in the morning fent his boat to make an
apology, and then fired gun for gun with every
fhip. Soon after this friendly falute taken on
both fides, the Commanders went on fhore;
and, after waiting upon the Shebander, were
introduced to the Governor, who received us
with civility, examined our commiffion, and en~
quired much concerning the fuccefs of our
voyage ; but, not being King’s thips, would not
permit us to heave down in the States dock at
Orereft, but gave us leave to careen at the ifland.
of Hern, which is at no great diftance from the
other, and allowed us fome Malayan caulkers ta
aflift in (topping our leaks, '
As the Marquis was in the worft condition,
fhe was ordered to be laid down firft ; butupon
examination fhe was judged unfit to preceed
upon the voyage ; and therefore was unladen
and put up to fale. 'We then hove down the
Duke and Dutchefs, and found their theathing
much worm-eaten ; but otherwife not much da-
maged : the Batchelor wanted no repairs but in
her rigging, The weather was extremely hos
during our ftay at this city : many of our men
and officers fell fick ; and { was among the num-
ber. The mafter of the Duke, the gunner of
the Dutchefs, and feveral of the common men,
fell a facrifice to this unfriendly climate. One
Read, a young man belonging to the Dutchefs,
venturing to {wim, had both his legs fnapt off
by a fhark, which at the fecond bite, before we
could
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- could get him on board, cut him in two in the
middle, and put anend to his mifery. During
our ftay, though we had the run of the markets,
we found it very difficult to procure falt provi-
fions, to lay in a ftock to ferve us till we thould
arrive at the Cape of Good Hope, and therefore
were obliged to purchafe live cattle, and to kill
and pickle them ourfelves, All manner of traf-
fic, except for provifions, was prohibited with
the natives or inhabitants of the city, upon the
fevereft penalties, to avoid every occafion of
difpute with the Eaft-India Companies of both
nations : and, having fettled all our affairs in a
very amicable manner, new rigged our fhips,
and difpofed of the men belonging to the Mar-
quis among the other fhips, we began on the 15th
of September to prepare for failing, when I was
appointed fecond Captain in the Dutchcfs, and
Mr. Ballot, mafter ; Capt. Pope, firft Lieutenant
of the Duke, and Mr. Selkirk, matter; Capt,
Dampier, fecond Captain in the Batchelor, and
Mr. Kaolman, mafter.

On the 20th we repaired on board ; but be-
fore we were ready to fail, it was the 14th of
O&ober ; when, about fix in the morning, we
weighed anchor 3 but in the afternoon the fea-
breeze took us, and we were forced to return.

On the 19th we made fail with a frefh breeze,
and at two in the afternoon came to an anchor
off Java-head, when two Englith gentlemen
came off to us, to demand the releafe of a man
who had concealed himfelf, unknown to the

officers,
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officers, on board the Batchelor, and who was
given up without oppofition. In the mean time,
while the gentlemen were in converfation with
the officers, a party from the fhip went off with
their boat to buy fowls, for which they gave in
exchange knives, toys, and other trifles, which
the natives value more than money.

On the 23d the gentlemen took their leave ;
and the party who went off to truck for fowls
having reported that there were buffaloes in
abundance to be had for thooting, another party
were fent off to bring fome on board ; but they
returned without fuccefs, They came in fight
of whole herds, but fo exceeding wild, that the
moment they faw the appearance of a man, they
all took the alarm, and fled to the woods with
fo much fwiftnefs, that it was impofiible to come
within mufket-fhot of them. One of the party,
who had ventured to follow them into the woods,
was furprized by a tyger, who was within lefs
than a hundred yards of him before he thought
proper to make his retreat ; and was purfued by
the creature fo clofe, that, had he not reached
the water, he muft have been devoured. His
companions fired more than twenty fhot at the
tyger before he went off, which he did at laft,
though forely wounded.

We ftaid here till the 26th, when we made
fail, and about noon Java-head .bore E. by N. -
diftant about feven leagues. From hence to the
Cape of Good Hope we met with nothing re-
markable ; and, on the goth of December, came

to



Carrain COOKE’s VOYAGES. 79

t0 an anchor in Table-bay, in feven fathom wa-
ter. We faluted the fort with nine guns; and
they returned feven. Asfoon as the fhips were
moored, the Captains and principal officers went
afhore to pay their compliments to the Gover-
nor, by whom they were honourably received.
The place and people have been fo often de-
fcribed already, that we fhall not difguft the
reader with ufelefs repetitions,

During our ftay here, we employed the time
in vi¢tualling, watering, and refitting our fhips,
for the remaining part of our voyage home.
The Duke, commanded by Captain Rogers, had
been leaky ever fince her departure from Cali-
fornia; and, notwithftanding all that could be
done both at Batavia and this place, it could
not be ftopped 5 but what was remarkable, ina
few days after we left the Cape, it ftopt of it-
felf.

Here we had an opportunity of writing to our
owners, by means of an Eaft-India fhip juft rea-
dy to {ail when we arrived. In the letter we ac-
quainted them with our having made prize of a
fmall Manilla fhip, and of our having her in our
pofleflion; and alfo, that we intended to take
the advantage of rerurning home in company]
with the Dutch Eaft-India fleet, who were hourly
expelted, which would occafion us to tarry till
the latter end of March, when it was imagined
they would be ready to fail.

On February the 22d, the Dutch fleet arrived,
being in all 12 fail. We faluted the Admiral at

hig
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his coming with feven guns, as did likewife the
fort. There were at this time in the harbour
17 Dutch fhips, and fx Englith. .The town
was crowded, and many of our men were ill.
Mr. Vanbrugh, the owners chief agent, died, as
did Mr. Appleby, mate of the Duke, and feve-
ral others. We began to be impatient; and
found it neceffary to begin to furnith ourfelves
. with provifions as early as poffible, as every thing
began to increafe in price as the town began to
fill. The Batavia fleet was foon followed by
four thips from Ceylon. Six came from that
ifland ; but near Madagafcar met with fuch a
violent ftorm, that fome were forced to cut away
their main-mafts, and throw over fome of their
lee-guns, having much water at the fame time
in their holds. The four came into the Cape
much damaged, and believed the other two had,
foundered at fea. Several Englifh Indiamen ar-
rived alfo in the road; as alfo a Portuguefe thip
from Rio de Janeiro on the coaft of Brafil,

bound for Mezambique, to take in flaves.
Actlength, on April the 6th, all the homeward
bound fhips being ready to fail, we weighed in
the morning, and failed with a {mall breeze of
wind at E.S.E. and by noon came to an anchor
at Penguin ifland, the eaft end of the ifland bear-
ing fouth-wefterly. At three we failed again,
being in all 25 fail of Englith and Dutch, all
good thips, under the command of Admiral
Peter de Vos, At fix the Cape of Good Hope
bore S, by W, half W, diftant about feven
leagues ;
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7eagues; and thus, having taken our depar-
ture, we proceeded on our voyage April the
23d, which being St. George’s-day, and the an-
niverfary of her Majefty of Great Britain, the
Duke and Dutchefs faluted each other with
drums, trumpets, and other formalities, in ho-
nour of the day; and in the evening the refpec-
tive Captains gave an entertainment, of which
all the officers on board partook.

Auvgult 3, 1711, we made the ifland of St.
Helena, in lat, 36 deg. S, It lies 1000 miles at
leaft from any land, and is not more than 10
leagues in length, and about eight in breadth,
furrounded with rocks, and elevated above the
fea by towering mountains, that look at a dif=
tance like lofty buildings rifing to the cloudsy
Thefe mountains are covered with wholefome
herbs and plants 3 and the vallies are fo fruitful,
that they yield an increafe of whatever is fown
in them an hundred-fold. The Portuguefe firlt
difcovered this little ipot acc1dewtal‘y5 as they
were ranging along the ccaft of Africa, inorder

to find theit way to the Ealt-Indiés. ltwas then
uninhabited ; and, according to their cultom,
they fet fome live goats and {wine on fhore,
which muliiplied to that degree, that ever fince
there have been enough to fupply the thips thag
touch at thatifland with feafonable refrefnment,
The Dutch firft inhabited, and afterwards aban-
doned it, and removed tldr {fetclement to the
Cape of Good Hope. The Englith then took
poifeflion of it; when the Dutch, who did not

Vou. 1L M think



82 Capram COOKE’s VOYAGES.

think it worth keeping before, returned, felt
upon the Englifh, and drove them out. The
Dutch in thelr turn were expelled by the Eng-
lith, who have now been long in pofiefiion, have
ereCted a very ftrong fort for th-cir'fecurity, and
built a town near the little bay, where fhips
generally anchor in their way to and from the
Eaft Indies. It is of infinite ufe in relieving the
failors from that dreadful diftemper the fea-
fcurvy; for, as it naturally preduces lemons,
oranges, and other fruits, and as greens and
voots are planted in abundance, thole who are
languifhing under the laft ftage of the fcurvy
are frequently recovered by the ufe of thofe re-
frefhments without any other phyfic. It would
be delightful living in this iftand, were it larger,
or more frequented ; but the confinement in
fo {mall a place in the middle of a vaft ocean fo
remote from all communication with the reft of
the world, renders the refidence there {o lonely,
that it has rather the appearance of living in
exile than in a land of freedom. And indeed,
what makes it ftill more uncomfortable, our own
fhips find fo much better entertainment at the
Cape than can be expected in this little fpor,
that many of them iltore themfelves there fo
plentifully, and recover their fick men fo effec-
tually, as not to be under the neceffity of touch-
ing at St. Helena, whereby not only the refi-
dence of the inhabitants is rendered more dull,
but their means of fubfiftence is very much re-
ftrained ; for as they have nothing to depend

UP [
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mpon but their traffic with the thips that call to
refre(h, every one that pafles by without toucha
ing is a diminution of their profits : fo that in
fat the people have little or no encouragement
to continue there, and many of them make
heavy complaints. Indeed, the furrounding fea,
that abounding in fifh is a confiderable help,.
and the fertility of the {oil, which is fure to re-
ward the pains of the cultivator, exempt them
from famine; but for cloaths and all other con-
veniences, their dependance is upon ftrangers.

~ On the firft of May we took our departure
from this ifland, and on the 7th made the ifland
of Afcenfion, whichis ftill uninhabited. As the
fprings, which were difcovered by Dampier, he
remote from the fhore, very few thips attempt
to water, or indeed ftop at Afcenfion; fome
indeed, who are in want of freth provifions,
fith here for turtle, of which there are great
plenty all round the coafts.

Nothing remarkable happened in the courfe
of our voyage till May the 27th, when two of
our Dutch failors died, and were decently buri-
ed according to the cuftom of the fea.

About this time all the flag-thips ftruck their
flags, the Admiral hoifted a broad pendant, and
all the other thips did the fame. This was done
with a view to deceive the enemy, that in cafe
any cruifers fhould come in fight, they might
take us for a {quadron of Dutch men-of-war,

On the 12th, a mutiny happened among our
men 3 and two Dutchmen who were the ring-

M2 leaders
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leaders were whipped and put in irons. For
fome days we had but little wind, being in the
calm latitude, which we reckon from 22 deg. ta
28 deg. M.

June the 13th, the Dutch Admiral made the
fignal for each fhip to keep the Line, and we
blacked our fhip to make her look the more
like a Dutchman,

On the 15th, in the morning, the Admiral
made the fignal for all the Englith Commanders,
and fome of the Dutch fkippers, to come on
board him, where we were fumptuoully entertain-
ed at Dinner, and the frank humour of the Dutch-
men made the company jolly before we parted.

June 23, a Dutch {hip being in diftrefs fired
feveral guns; upon which the whole fleet thor-
tened fail. Her damage being foon repaired,
the fignal was given to continue our courfe, and
we took the Batchelor in tow, being a heavy
failor, and forced to croud the canvafs to keep
company ; but, it blowing hard the next day,
we were forced to caft her off.

On the 26th, the Batchelor’s pinnace had her
back broke, by the thip’s running over her 3 bug
the men that were in her were all miraculoufly
faved, by means of the hawfer which they
were carrying from our fhip to take her in tow.
In the evening the King William Indiaman took
her in tow, and next morning calt her off.

On the 28th, being got into the latitude of
51 degs N, we had thick foggy weather, with

ths
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the wind at fouth, which continued feveral days,
and all the while the Admiral kept firing two
guns every hour, and each fhip in the fleer an-
fwered with one. This was done to keep the
fleet together, and it anfwered the purpofe very
well 3 for when the fog difperfed, and the wea-
ther came clear, there was not one thip mifling.
The Dutch convoy, however, took care after=
wards to be well paid for his wafte of powder.

Nothing remarkable happened till the 12th
of July, when che Donnegall Indiaman loft her
fore-top maft, and made the fignal for the fleet
to fhorten fail. Being now in near 60 deg. N. la-
titude, we had no night, but cold drizzling wea-
ther; yet nothing to compare to the cold in the
fame latitude in going round Cape Horn fouth-
ward ; for there the cold was fo intenfe that
many of our men fickened; and yet we were
here and at Cape Horn much abour the fame
time of the year, allowing for the difference of
the two climates.

On the 14th, we came in fight of Bera, and
fpcke with a Danifh fhip bound to Dublin, who
teld us the war ftill continued, and that he had
fpoke a day or two before with a Dutch fqua-
dron of 10 men-of-war, and three victuallers,
lying off Shetland to wait for us; fo that by
keeping between that and Fair Ifland, we could
not peflibly mifs feeing them. Next day we
came in fight of them, when all the fleet fa-
Juted the Commodore, and he made the fignal

for all the Commanders to come aboard of h;m
, for
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for failing orders. The Captains Courtney and,
Dover went accordmcly, and were courteoully
received, and given to underftand, that they
might be {upplied with whatever provifions they
ftood in need of, on paying for the {ame, he hav-
ing brought vituallers from Holland for that
purpeie. We lay off Shetiand fome days, and
caught ling and cod in abundance, during which
time the Slietlanders came off to us, and brought
fowls and fheep, which we purchafed at much
cheaper rates than of our Dutch viGtuallers.
We were now very fickly, having been more
than three months inour paffage from the Cape
to this place; and we were befides very peevilh
and quarrelfome among ourfelves ; now that we
came near home, jealoufies arofeabout embezzle-
ments. The agents had been to the Duke to
demand the gold, plate, pearl, andJewels, on
board ; and they were returned not very well
fatisfied with their reception. But, while thefe
difputes were at their height, orders were given
zo fet fail. In the mean time letters were dif-
patched to London and Amfterdam, acquainting
the owners with our progrefs, and prefent fitua-
tion, and defiring their inftruttions to regulate
our future proceedings. Before we left Shetland
we took four hogtheads of beer on board from
the Dutch Commodore, which ferved us till we
arrived on the 23d in fight of Holland, in the
evening of which day we came to an anchor in

the Texel road.
On the 27th, we received a general letter from
our
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our owners, dated, Briftol, June 6th, 1711, in
“which they acquainted us, that the Faft-India
Company were incenfed againft us, and had ap-
pointed a fecret committee to infpect their char-
ter as to privileges; and that they were refolved
to take all advantages, in cafe of the leatt in-
fringement onwhat they pretended to be their ex-
clufive right of trading to the Eaft-Indies. This
fetter bkewife recommended the greateft caution
on our part with regard to the Dutch Eaft-India
Company ; or from that Company as well as
from our own, they had reafon o fear all pof-
~fible obftruction. It was therefore moft ftriétly
enjoined, that neither officer nor failor fhould,
on any pretence whatever, be fuffered to take
any goods on fhore 3 nor were we to allow any
* ftranger to come on board to purchale the leaft

grifle; for that, if any fuch thing fhould be
| proved the whole cargo would be Torfeited.

Tt was a great relief to us, when, on the 5th
of Auguft, qu, Hollidge, one of our principal
owners came on board us; for, though we kept
the fricteft watch, it was hardly pomble to pre-
vent the failors from running things afhore in
the night. On this gentleman’s arrival, it was
Judﬂ“fd nf*ceﬁ'ary to draw up a fhort account of
our voyage from the journals of the refpe&we
Commanders, and an afidavic was made to the
gruth of it.  In this memerial we {et forth, that
we went out as private men-of-war, and not’ as
trading fhips; and that no fort of merchandize
~ was fhipped on board our thips at any of the
iflands
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iflands or ports we touched at in the Eaft Indies;
nor any traffic carried on there, other than for
neceflaries and provifions for the thips and fhips
company. To this all the officers and moft of
the feamen voluntarily {wore and fet their hands.
‘We continued in Holland, without any remark-
able event, till the 3oth of September, 1711,
when we failed from the Texel, under convoy
of her Majelty’s thips, Effex, Canterbury, Med-
way, and Dullidge, and anchored in the Downs
on the 2d of O&ober. On the 13th, the Duke
and Dutchefs came up to Eriff, where the
Batchelor had been moored fome time before
and here all the fhips continued till they were
unloaded. The produce of the cargo, and the
treafure brought home inthefe thips, were fuppof-
ed to amount to between 3 and 400,000 1. for,
after all charges of convoy, agency, law-fuits,
embezzlements, of which great complaint was
made, and of every kind of thievery praifed
in fuch cafes, the nett profits, that were after=
wards fairly divided, amounted to 150,000 1.
Among the difafters that befel the adventurers
in this voyage, that of lofing IMir. Hatley, with
his little crew, near the iflands of Gallapagoes,
was moft to be deplored ; yet, though his death
was fuppofed to be certain, having little or o
provifions on board, and fill lefs water, after
the conclufion of the war, he returned home, to
the aftonifhment of all who knew him. It then
appeared, that, when he parted company with
the Duke, having no refource, he made direétly

for
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for the main; and, falling in with Cape Paffao,
his little crew almolt famithed, and himftlf ina
miferable weak condition, he formed the refolu-
tion, with the confent of his people, to fusren-
der themf{elves prifonersto the enemy : but, un-
tfortunately, the enemy to whom they lurren-
dered were notthe civilized Spaniards,buta mixed
breed of Indians- and Mulattos, who bore an
implacable hatred to all white men, from a
rooted averfion ro the Spanifh tyranny. Thefe
wretches ufed their helplels prifoners barbarouf-
ly, tied their hands behind them, and lathed
them to pofts, where they half-fleed them with
whips ; and moft certainly would have tortured
them to death, had it not been for the interpo-
fition of their prieft, to whom thefe half-heathen
converts pay great refpet. Being, by the hu-
manity of this good Padre, refcued out of the
hands of thofe barbarians, and conveyed ta a
Spanith fettlement, Mr. Ha:ley was received
with kindnefs, and ufed with much civility;
and, when peace was declared, was fet at li-
berty, and affifted to rerurn to his country,
where he afterwards engaged in a {econd expe-
dition to the fame feas, and again fell into the

. hands of the fame enemy.

We have not yet been able to learn the future
proceedings of the officers who conduéted this
enterprize. Itis more than probable, that, hav-
ing enriched themfelves by the voyage, they re-

"tired and lived private. We find, indeed, a
Mr. Cooke engaged in a fucceeding voyage,

Vou. 1. N but
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but it does not appear that it was the Captain
Cocke of whofe voyage we have juft given an
account, Mr. Hatley, indeed, who fell into the
hands of the Spaniards, was employed as fecond
Captain under Shelvock, and of him we fhall
have occafion to fpeak largely hereafter.

THE
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Cartain CLIPPERTON
ROUND THE WORLD.

#APTAIN John Clipperton (or, as fome
@ write, Clippington) was born at Y armouth,
in the county of Norfolk ; and his friends being
moft of them f{ea faring people, he was from
his infancy bred up a mariner. His difpofition
naturally iniclining him to ramble, he embraced
every opportanity to embark in new voyages,
and there -was hardly a corner of the earth
which he had not vilited before he was thirty
years of agé, When he was made choice of
to take the command of the expedition of
which we are now to give an account, he was
efteemed, and that perhaps jultly, the moft exe
perienced feaman of his iime. He had been
frequently in the Eaft and Weft Indies; had.
been in the Northern and Mediterranean Seas,
and had once furrounded the whole globe, He
was that Clippington, who, in 1704, with 3
bark, of only 10 tons, two mafts, two fquare~
fails, two pattararoes, and 21 men, left Cap-

N2 tain
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tain Dampier on the coalt of Mexico ; and, af-
ter infulting Rio Leon, where he took two
Spanith fhips at anchor, one of which was ran-
fomed for 4000 pieces of eight, and after vifit-
ing the gulph of Salinas, where he cleaned and
reficted his little bark, undertook to fail'in her
from that coaft round half the globe; a great
part of which he performed in a track never be-
fore attempted, purfuing his courfe in the 18th
degree of north latitude, which former naviga-
rors had puriued after each other in the 13th;
and, 1n that direCtion, he reached the Philip-
pines n 54 days, without feeing land, or meet-
ing withanycrefsaccident tointerrupt his paffage.
While he was embarraffed among thofe iflands,
there came off a canoe with a friar on beard, to
enquire concerning {o uncommon a vefizl, the
like of which was never feen before in thofe
feas. He detained the friar till his crew were
furnithed with frefh provifions, and then re-

lealed him,
¥rom the Philippines we fteered to Pulo Con-
dore, where he expected to have met with an
Englifly fertlement; bat, to his great mortifica~
tion, he there learnt, that, fome time before his
arrival, the Englith had been all murdered by
their Indian guards.  Upon this melancholy
news, he bore away for Macao, a port in the pof-
{:fion of the Portuguefe, near the mouth of the
river Canton, in China, already frequently men-
tioned, and lately made famous by the arrival of
fome Ruffian adventurers from Kampichatka,
who,

‘
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who, by that navigation, have confirmed the
realicy of a north-ealt paffage to the coafts of
China. At this Port he arrived, where Shel-
vock affirms that near half his crew were hang-
ed for pirates, that the reft efcaped, {fome to one
place, and fome to another; that Clipperton
himfelf being deprived of his litile boat, found
means to get on board an Englifh Faft India-
man at Canton, and arrived in England in
1706.

Clipperton was a blunt, rough, free-{poken
failor, had not much the air of a gentle-
man, and therefore never affected ity was free
and ealy among his feamens; and, though he was
paffionate, he was foon appeafed, and, if in the
wrong, ever ready to acknowledge his error,
and to repair any injury his hally temper be-
trayed him to commit. Fe had a {tri&t regard
to what ‘he thought his duty, and was not to
be diverted from the principles of moderation,
which ever inclined him to adts of mercy and
humanity towards thofe over whom the chance
of war gave him the fuperiority. Having re-
turned almoft deflitute from his firlt voyage
round the world, he fettled in the north of Tre-
land, to which retreat he was traced, after more
than twelve years retirement, and perfuaded to
undertaize this fecond voyage, as a means to re-
pair his broken fortune,

The fuccefs that had attended the voyage of
the Duke and Duichels to the South Seas under
the command of Captain Rogers, had revived the

{pirix
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fpirit of privatcering, which, by former mifcar-
riages, had been reduced to a very low ebb.
Dampier, as has already been noticed, was un-
able, with all his fkill and all his experience, to
perfuade the London merchants to engage in 2
fecond. expedition into thofe {eas, after having
failed in the firlt, and was obliged to apply to
Briffol ro raife a new company of adventurers to
fecond his views ; but fuch is the nature of man-
kind, that emulous, not to fay envious, of the
fuccefs of others, they are ever ready to croud
the road that has led to fortune, without confi-
dering how unfit they are to undertake the jours
ney. The owners ¢f the Duke and Dutchefs
had been particularly careful to make choice of
gentlemen, not only of ability, to conduft the
voyage which proved fo fuccefsful, but who alfo
had confidence in, and friendfhip for, each othery -
and yer, with all this care and caution, it was
with the greatefl difficulty in the world that they
were perfuaded to keep together, and to aét in
concert. On the contrary, the Commanders inx
the prefent expedition, were gentlemen of oppo-
fite tempers, oppofite views, and already, before
they fer out, engaged in oppofite parties; it was
therefore very unlikely that two fuch Com-
manders hould unite in one common intereft, or
that che one {hould fhare the danger where the
other was to reap the glory. The event will
fhew, that the mifcarriage of this enterprize was
not more owing to the mittakes in the voyage,
than in the wrong fetting out.

The
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The impatience of the undertakers was {o
great, and their confidence of making themfelves
rich by the plunder of the Spaniards fo certain,
that, unwilling to truft to an eventual rupture
between Great Britain and Spain, they took oc-
cafion, from the war that then fubfifted between
the Emperor and Spain, to apply o the Imperial
Court for 2 commiffion to carry their plan of
hoftilities into execution. With this view, hav-
ing equipped two ftout thips, the Suceefs and the
Speedwell, 1t was thought neceffary to find out
fome gentieman who had ferved on board the
royal navy, that might take upon him the com-
mand of the expedition, and be able to act with
propriety in a joint commiffion, wherein Flemith
foldiers and Englifh failors were to be united in
the fame defign.

For this difficult tafk no man was thought
more fit that Captain George Shelvock, who
had been bred from his childhocd in the royal
navy, had been thirty years in the fervice, and
arrived at the rank of Firft Lieutenant of one of
his Majefty’s thips of war, which he had borne
with great reputation; was in his perfon and
behaviour a fine gentleman, and was confefledly
a very expert and able feaman. He was, befides,
of quick parts, ready {peech, and very winning
addrefs, but withal rather too fenfible of his
own accomplifbments. This gentleman the un-
dertakers thought themfelves happy in having
found ; and they accordingly not only invefted
him with the command, but entrufted to him the

grang
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grand bufinefs of the commiffion, and for that
purpofe he received inftrultions to repair tw
Oflend with the Speedwell, and there, as feon
as the commiffion was obtained, to take on board
the complement of Fiemings that were to give
countenance to the undertaking ; and to join the
Succefs in the Downs, which there lay ready un-
der the command of Capt. Mitchel. Cn thisoc-
cafion the names of the fhips were changed ; the
Succefs was called the Prince Eugene, and the Speed-
well the Starenberg, in compliment to the Prirce
and the mperial Prime Minifter. Capt. Shelvock
was, beflides, infiruéed to lay in fuch a ftock of
wines and {pirituous liquors, as he thould juage
fufficient for the ufe of both fhips in a voyage
where fuch refrefhments would be ablolutely
neceflary, and without which the climate of
Cape Horn could hardly be endured.

In this bufinefs, however, the Captain gave
fome difguft.  He was either too extravagagt,
too oftentatious, or roo remifs ;3 and the voyage
which the ow

™~ e

ners had fo muach at heart, was
thought 2lready 1o have fuffered by unneceffary
delay. But, what was ftill worfe, the Flemifh
foldiers, 9o in number, commanded by their own
officers, had hardly arrived in the Downs before
they became fo infolent, that it was prefently dif-
covered, that the {cheme of their atting in con-
cert with Englith failors was utterly impra&ie
cebie: {o that after all this delay and ex-
pence, the commiffion was returned, the Flemith
foldiers diftharged, and 2 new plan formed,
which
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which gave the firft occafion to thofe diffentions
that in the end proved the ruin of the voy2ge.

Captain Shelvock’s management had much
leffened his credit, and his friends were unable
to {fupport his interelt. The reafon for his ad-
vancement no longer exifted ; and it was found,
that the difcipline to which he had been accuf-
tomed on board theroyal navy, was not the dif-
cipline to be practifed on board privateers, It
was neceflary, therefore, as the circumitances of
things were changed, war with Spain declared,
and no extraordinary accomphfhment required,
to look out for an officer to take the command,
who had experience in the bufinefs in which he
was to be employed; who knew the weftern
coafts of America, and was acquainted with the
genius of the people with whom he was to con-
tend, as well as the tempers of thofe with whom
he was to attack.

On this new regulation, the charalter of Cap-
tain Clipperton was called to mind. He was
known to fome of the owners, and ftrongly re-
commended by other merchants, as of all men
then living the fteeil to be entrufted with the
conduct of fuch an expedition. The owners,
who had already expended more than 15,0001,
began to confider their own intereft without re-
fpect to perfons ; and, therefore, they fought out
and invefted Captain Clipperton with the chief
command, centinuing Caprain Shelvock Com-
mander of the Speedwell, and appointing Cap-
tain Mitchell fecond to Caprain Clipperton, and

Vor. 1L O Caprain
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Caprain Hatley fecond Captain to Shelvock.
The fhips were reftored to their former names, an
Englith commiffion procured for the Command-
ers, and every thing prepared while the fhips lay
in the Downs for their immediate departure.

The inftructicns given to the refpective Com.
manders were, in {fubftance, the fame with thofe
given to the Commanders of the Duke and
Dutchefs, ftrongly recommending wnanimity.
But this precaution proved wholly ufelefs. The
expedition wore an unfortunate afpect from the
beginning. The thips were obliged to lie three
months at Plymouth, waiting for a wind, Fac~"
tions were in the mean time formed, in which the
crews as well as the Commanders were involved.
Captain Shelvock highly refented the affront that
had been offered in depriving him of the chief
command ; and Captain Clipperton, being a
boifterous man, having himfelt’ ftrong paffions,
and not having art to conceal them, knowing
Captain  Shelvock’s  prejudices, nothing but
diffention and difcord prevailed. Every poft
brought the owners frefh complaints ; and every
poft carried frefh reproofs to the Commanders.
In this humour the parties continued while the
thips lay at Plymouth. At length,

On the 13th of February, 1719, the Succefs,
of 36 guns, and 180 men, commanded by Cap-
tain Clippeston, and the Speedwell, of 24 guns,
and 106 men, of which Captain Shelvock was
Commander, failed with a fair wind ; bu, by an

unaeg-
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unaccountable over-fight, the Speedwell had on
board the whole ftock of wine and brandy, and

the Succefs the greatett fhare of other ftores.
For feveral days they had frefh gales, {qually,
with rain, and the Succefs was often obliged to
fhorten fail for the Speedwell. Captain Shel-
vock tells us, that he complained to Captain
Clipperton of the cranknefs of his thip, and de-
fired him to fend for his wine and brandy, that
he might ftrike down fome of his guns into the
hold, which would enable him to fail much bet-
ter than he did : but this, it feems, was neglet-
ed; a proof that Clipperton had no intention to
defert the Speedwell, though it was a flight,
which Shelvock could not but refent,  On the
tgth, a violent ftorm arofe, which obliged both
fhips to take in their top-fails, The gale in-
creafing, the Succefs made a fignal for the Speed-
well to bring to; which Caprain Shelvock
readily obeyed ; and, by eleven at night, both
thips were under bare poles. On the 20th, in
the afternoon, the ftorm abated, and Captain
Clipperton made fail, fteering S. by E. where-
as Captain Shelvock, according to his journal,
ftood north-weft ; fo that from this day they
never {aw each other, till they met in the
South Seas by mere accident, Here then pro-
perly begins the hiftory of Captain Clipperton’s
voyage round the world. He was now at fea
without liquors, and wichout his confort. The
firft place of rendezvous appointed by them,
was the Canary Iflands ; and, therefore, he fail-
O ed
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ed thither, and arrived at Gomera on the 5th of
March. Having taken in fome wine and re-
frefhments, for which he had great occafion, he
continued cruifing at the Canaries ten days for
his confort; but, miffing her here, he continued
his voyage to the next place of rendezvous, at
the Cape de Verd or Green iflands. .
The former iflands, called by the ancients the
Fortunate Iflands, from their ferulity and tempe-
rate air,were difcovered by the Spaniards in 1402,
who named them the Canaries, or the Iflands of
Dogs, becaufe no other creatures were found on
them. They are eight in number. The Great
Canary 1s the largeft, is far diftant from the
cthers, and contains 9ooo inhabitants. It is the
feat of the Bifhop, the Inquifiton, and of the
Council Royal. There i1s a mountain on the
Teneriff, called the Pike of Teneriff, which,
according to the common opinion, is the higheft
in the world. it may be diftinctly feen at fixty
leagues diftance. It is three days journey to the
top of it, which, except in the months of July
and Augult, isalways covered with fnow. Fero
1s one of the largeft, but fo dry, that there is
not one drop of frefh water to be found in it,
exceptin a few places by the fea-fide : but-Pro-
vidence has furnithed a fupply to remedy that
inconvenience; for there grows all over this
ifland a fort of tree, which is pretty large, and
full of leaves, that are always green, and co-
vered with a little cloud that wets the leaves by
its dew, {0 that a fine clear water diftills from

them
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them into little pails, which the inhabitants fet
to catch it, This water fallsin fuch quantities,
that it not only abundantly fupplies the neceflity
of the people, but it is fufficient alfo to water
the cattle. The Canaries in general are very
fertile, and abound with wine thatis tranfported
into all parts of the world. On the right-hand
of thofe iflands, about 100 leagues off, the ma-
riners very often perceived an ifland named St.
Baranora, inhabited, they fay, by Chriftians;
but no man can tell of what denomination they
are, nor what language they fpeak. The Spa-
niards have often attempted to enter it, but
could never find the way ; which has raifed an
opinion in the pecple, that it is an inchanted
ifland. '

On the 21ft they faw St. Vincent’s, and the
next morning anchored in the bay. Here they
fpent ten days cruifing in hopes of meeting with
their confort, but in vain 3 which fo ditheartened
the crew, that Capt. Clipperton-found it diffi-
cult to perfuade them to continue the voyage
for the Straits of Magellan, without wine or
brandy to keep up their fpirits in that uncom-
fortable navigation. Some are of opinion, that
thefe iflands were called Green Iflands from
the Green Cape of Africa, over-againft which
they lie ; others, becaufe the fea that furrounds
them is {o covered with a green herb, that you
can hardly fee the water; nor can fhips fail
through it, but with a fiff gale of wind, It
produces berries, much like white goofeberries s

' but
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but without tafte. Nobody can tell how it
grows ; for there is no ground where it floats
upon the water, and it cannot come from the
bottom, the fea bcmg in many places unfathom-
able.

On the ift of April they lefi St. Vincent’s,
and on the zgth of May they had an obferva-
tion, and found themfelves in lat. 52 deg. 15
min. S. being then off Cape Virgin Mary, the
north poiat of the entrance of the Straits of
Magellan. The next day they entered the
Straits, and fent their pinnace on fhore on the
main, to a freth-water river, which was at this
time frozenup. They faw large flocks of geefe
and ducks, but very fhy. The furgeon’s mate,
by fome accident, was left on fhore; and next
morning, when brought aboard, was near dead
with cold. They anchored at Queen Elizabeth’s
Ifland, and found great plenty of fmallage,
which was of infinite ferviee to thofe fick of the
fcurvy. They eat it raw, boiled it in thew
foups, and kept the juice of it in bottles. They
met with plenty of wild-fowl and thell-fith,
filled their catks with water, and continued their
courfe. On the 22d they anchored in a fine
bay, which, from its depth, they called No-
bottom Bay, The trees were high, loaded with
fnow, and exhibited a moft aftonithing profpeét.’
On the 29th came a canoe, with four Indians.
They were of a middle ftature, dark coms
pleftion, their faces broad and round, low fore-
heads, black hair very lank and fhort, with no.

cloathing,
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cloathing, except a piece of {kin to cover their
middles. What feemed moft remarkable, was
a circle round their wrifts, of a bright azure.
It feems thefe favages are extremely jealous of
their women ; for, notwithitanding all that could
be faid to them, they would not permit a wo-
man, who was of their party, to come on board,
Bougainville, and the Englith voyagers who
- lately pafled the Straits, make the fame obferva-
tion. Capt. Clipperton ordered them bread and
cheefe, and a dram of brandy, though it was
very fcarce. The former they eat very heartily,
or rather greedily ; but the latter they could not
be prevailed upon to tafte. They had bows and
arrows, and fome fithing-tackle along with them.
After about two hours ftay, they rowed athore,
making figns that they would come again.
The next day the pinnace was {ent athore, and
returned in the evening with the Indian canoe
laden with mufcles, which the Indians had ex-
changed for bread, knives, and other trifles,
In the beginning of the month of July they
found the weather moderate. Thefe natives
were a harmlefs people: one of the crew, being
left on fhore, lived with them two nights and 2
day, and was very kindly treated by them s
which fhews, that, if they are well ufed, they
are not treacherous. All this time their thip’s
company were very fickly, and fcarce a day
pafled but fome one or other died. On July 8
ghey buried their mafter-gunner. They cauled
2 frong plank to be driven at the head of his

grave;
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grave, on which was the following infcription :
¢ Mr. William Pridham, gunner of the Succefs,
« deceafed July 7, 1719, 1n this Strait, and lies
<« buried here.” On the 20th Capt. Mitchell and
Lieut. Davidfon went in the pinnace to Terra
del Fuego, in order to make difcovery of the
paffage that a French Tartan is faid to have went
through into the South Sea, May 1713, and to
fee if there was any anchoring beyond Cape
Quad. On the 29th they returned, having
found the paflage, but fo narrow, that it was
judged hazardous to go that way. They found
likewife feveral good bays to the north-weft of
Cape Quad to anchor in. The Indians brought
them a f{cal, which they broiled and roafted,
and faid it eat like venifon.

Auguft 1, they refolved to profecute their
voyage thro’ the Straits, which, with much dan-
ger and difficulty, they accomplifhed. Aug. 18,
they arrived in the South Seas, but fo weak,
that it was impoffible to undertake any thing
immediately ; they therefore fteered direétly for
the ifland of Juan Fernandez, the third and laft
place of rendezvous, where they arrived Sept. 7,
and fearched diligently in hopes of finding fome
token of the Speedwell, but to no manner of
purpofe.  According to his inftruétions, Clip-
perton continued to cruife a full month, and,
before he took his departure, ordered an infcripa
tion to be cut on a remarkable tree fronting
the landing-place; fo that it was impoffible for
any fhip’s crew to come athore, and not fee

15
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it. The infcription thus: ¢« Caprain JOHN
% W, MAGEE, 1719.” This William Magee
was furgeon on board the Succefs; was well-
known to Capr. Shelvock, and all the fhip’s
company, and therefore his name was made
choice of-rather than the Captain’s, for a blind
in cafe the infcription fhould be read by the
Spaniards. Here the fick were fet athore, and
every means ufed for their recovery; but the
very thoughts of being without any cordial to
comfort them, dejected them exceffively. The
weather was changeable ; abundance of rain fell 5
and' they had alfo fome hard gales of wind.
They tock goats in plenty, which not only
ferved them for the prefent; but likewife in-
creafed their fea ftore, having falted a great
number with falt they found on the ifland ready=
made: They likewife wooded and watered, and
cleamed their fhip; ready for action in the South-
Seas, where it was now vifible they were to
cruife alone ; for Clipperton was of opinion the
Speedwell was loft ; or at leaft he gave out fo,
to pacify his company, who were continually.
curfing Capt. Shelvock for funning away with
their liquors. One thing remarkable was, the
beauty and fertility of this ifland, added to the
ftories they had heard of others, tempted four
of Clipperton’s men, with a view of remaining
there, to betake themfelves to the mountains,,»
where two of them were made prifoners by the
goat-hunters, who were forced to fire at them
feveral times before they would furrender.

Yoz, 1L p Oclober
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1QO&ober 7, they prepared to fail and, inthe
mean tme, Captain Mitchell went on fhore, to
fet up a crofs already cut for that purpofe, at the
foot of which he buried a bottle, in which was
contained a letter for Caprain Shelvock, direét-
ing another place of rendezvous, and fome pro-
per fignal to know each other by at {fea. At
cight in the morning they weighed from the
ifland of Juan Fernandez, and left their two men
in poffefiion of it, of whom more hereafter.

After leaving this ifland, Captain Clipperton
failed northward, till he was in the parallel of
Lima, where he intended to a&, though he was
now in a very indifferent condition, having loft
thirty men fince his pafling the Equator; and
the remaining crew exprefling {ome uneafine{s in
relation tq"p]under, he caufed a paper to be fix-
ed to the main-maft, which was affented to by
the whale thip’s company. ,

- On October 25, they gave chace to a fmall
veffel, and took her. ' Being their firlt prize, fhe
w3s an ill ornen of their future fuccefs. She was
a fnow of 40 tons, laden with fand and rubbith
for manure, had feven Indians and two negroes
on board ; and all the captors could find worth
taking, was two jars of eggs, as much treacle,
and a couple of pieces of eight in ready money,
The next day, they met with a fhip called the
St. Vincent, of 150 rons, laden with wood from
Guiaquil, with two friars, fixteen Indians, and
four negroes aboard.  On the goth, they took a
farge fhip called the Trinity, of 400 tons, taken

by
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by “aprain Rogers when he plundered Guiaquil
ten years béfore. She had a great many paffen-
gers on board, and a cargo of confiderable value, -

- On Nov. 2, they took another prize, of yo
tons, with the Countefs of Laguna and {evera]
other paffengers on board, a great dedl of money,
and upwards of 400 jars of wine and brandy,
articles very much wanted. Captain Clipperton
defired the Countels to make her chotce, either
to ftay on board the prize, or accept of the ac-
commodations they were able to afford her on
board the Succefls, She chofe the former; and
the Captain fent an officer with ftrict orders to
fuffer nobody to enter her cabbin but her own
domeftics: he likewife appropriated a part of
the wine and brandy found on board the prizes
for the ufe of his feamen, to whom, no doubt, it
was a welcome refrefhment. _

He had already detached feveral officers, and
above a third part of his company, to take care
of his prizes; and yet was as eager to take more,
as if, inftead of a privateer weakly manned, he
had commanded a fquadron of thips of war. On
the 12th he difcovered, at fome diftance, a Lon-
don-built pink, of 200 tons, laden with wond,
named the Rofario, the Mafter of which being a
very cunning fellow, fconfaw the error that Clip.-
perton had committed, and refolved to take ad-
vantage of it. He guefled, by the number of
prizes, that many men could not be fent on
board his fhip; and, haviag about a dozen paf-
{engers, he dire@ed them, under the command

P of
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of a French boatfwain, to hide themielves in the
hold, with erders, on his making a certain fignal,
to feize as many of the Englifh as came down
affuring them, that he, with the thip’s company,
would be able to manage the reft. As {oon as
the fhip ftruck, Captain Clipperton fent Lieu-
tenant Serjeantfon, with eight men, to take pof-
{effion of her ; who, as {oon as he came on board,
ordered all that appeared into the great cabin,
and placed a centinel at the door of it, Think-
ing every thing fecure, and not in the leaft ap-
~prehenfive of danger, he with fome of his men
went into the hold to fee what was in the fhip
on which the paffengers, who were concealed,
{allied out, knocked moft of them down, and
the French boatfwain, coming behind Mr. Sers
jeantfon, knocked him down likewife, and then
ordered them to be all bound. The Spaniards
in the great cabin {ecured the centinel ; and, hav-
ing thus recovered their fhip, made inftantly for
the fhore, where their own company and the
prifoners were ail in equal danger of perithing;
which the Captain no f{ooner perceived, than he
ordered the Englith to be unbound; and, by
good fortune every man clcaped vpon the rocks,
againit which the Spaniard in his eagernefs had
run bis veffel, and againft which the was dafhed
to pieces.  Lieutensnt Serjeantfon and his neo-
ple were {ecured, and fent prifoners to Lima.
”ﬁhe Viceroy of Peru was no {coner acquainted
Wl'th this gallant aftion, than he ordered a new
fhip to be built at Guiaquil for the Captain, and

taxed
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taxed the traders towards the expence of her,
intending this as a reward for the {ervice he had
rendered the public, and hoping thereby to en-
courage others to behave as nobly.  Onthe ar-
rival of the prifoners at Lima, they were clofely
examined ; and one of them gave a full account
of every thing he knew, particularly of the two
men left upen the ifland of Juan Fernandez,
and of the bottle with a letter in it; upon
which, the Viceroy ordered a {mall veffel to be
fitted out, to fetch both the one and the other,
which was accordingly performed.

It was not till the 20th that Captain Clipper-
ton perceived that his lafk prize was retaken
when, confideriag what was beft to be done, he
prudently determined to fet his Spanith prifoners
at liberty, as well to fave provifions, which, at
that time, he could very ill {pare, as ¢hat their
good ufage might be fpeedily known, and re-
turned to fuch of his men as were in the
enemy’s power.

Accordingly, on the 27th, they came to an
anchor with all their prizes, at the ifland of La
Plata, and, in his way, took another prize, call-
ed the Cayetan, of 200 tons, having on board 40
negroes, and 3o Spaniards, moft of them paffen-
gers. Here the Captain began ferioufly to con.
fider how he fhould make the moft of this ex-
pedition for his owners, as well as bimfelf, and
his company. He knew that all the coaft was
alarmed ; and that two men of war, one of fifty,
and one of thirty guns, were fitted out on pur-

pole
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pofe to take him: he was fenfible, that the
goods he had on board were not likely to be
ranfomed in that part of the world; and that
they would prove mere drugs, if brought into
this; and therefu-e laid all thefe things toge-
ther; and, refleting on a propofition made by
Captain Woods kogers, to fend a cargo of
fuch prize-goods to Brazil, he refolved to try
the experiment ; and, accordingly, he fitted out
the bark in which he took the Countels of La-
guna; mounted her with eight guns; and,
putting on board of her thirteen knglifhmen,
and ten negroes, with what provifions and other
neceflaries he could fpare, he fent her with a
cargo of European commodities, valued at
10,000 pounds, for Brazil, under the command
of Captain Mitchell, his fecond in command.
As foon as he was gone, the Captain parted with
all his other prizes, prefenting them to the Spa.
nith prifoners, after taking out of them what
he thought valuable, and detaining only the
Captain of one of them for his pilot, and all the
negroes 3 after which he failed from that ifland,
in order to cruize in his former ftation.
December 1%, they faw a fall about five in
the evening, and, atfeven, took her. She was
called the Rofary, and laden with provifions.
The launch and pinnace were all the next day
employed in bringing on board the cargo, and
having got out of her as much as they could
ftow, they cut her main-maft by the board, left
the
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the fhould overfet, and fo let her go. The pri-
foners informed them that the men taken by the
Rofario were fent to Lima by land. On the 24th
they looked into Guanchaco bay, and found
two fhips at anchor. They fired a fhot at each,
but they made no return. Sending then their
boats aboard, they found them abandoned, and
could difcover nothing left, except fome bread,
and a few jars of water. They hung out a flag
of truce, and fired two guns at half an hour’s
interval, hoping they would have come aboard
to ranfom their fhips. They were anfwered
from fthore ; but no boat coming, they waited
till next day, and then fet them on fire,

It was now refolved to bear away for refrefh-
ment to the Gallapagos iflands, where they
might remain unmolefted till the alarm of their
being in thofe feas fhould be over; and, ac-
cordingly, put their defign in execution. On
January 9, 1720, they anchored on the north
fide of the Duke of York’s ifland, immediately
under the Equinoctial, where they found good
water, and cleaned their fhip, which confirms
the account given by Captain Cowley, though
Captain Rogers could not find the place.

On the 21ft of January they obferved a fail,
and about eleven at night came up with her;
and, on firing of their firft gun, fhe firuck.
She was called the Prince Eugene, and had on
board the Marquis de Villa Roche, and all his
family, who were going to Lima.

On February 26th, a Spaniard dying of a

wound
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wound he had received at the taking this fhipy
the Marquis defired he might be buried aceord-
ing to their ceremonies ; Wthh was granted.
When the office for the dead had been perform-
ed, and the corpfe thrown over-board, with a
Jarge bag of ballaft tied at his feet, the Spaniards
crying thncc, as their cuftom is on {uch occa.
fion, Bow Voiage, 1. e. a good voyage, the
body, to the admiration ot every one, prefently
floated, and continued floating as'far as they
could fee it; which the Marquis conciuded ta.
be an ill omen, and declared that fome furprif-
ing accident would be the confequence. :
Cn March 8, a prieft, who was on board the
Prince Eugene, delired leave to go on fhere on
the ifland of Velas; which was gramed on his:
promifing to perfuade the inhabitants to drive
fome black cattle to the {kore, in order to ex-
change them for what goods they liked beft.
On the 16th, he returned with four head of
black cattle, fome fowls; and fruit, as a prefent.
to the Marquis; but at the fame time declared,
that the Governor would not fuffer the inhabi-
eants to trade. He faid, Captain Mitchell had
been afhore there, and had thot fome of their
cattle ; but that 200 men appearing under armsy
they had forced him to retire. The next day
fome letters from the Marquis were interceptedy.
very little to his honour, fince they tended to
ftir up the people to furprife, and fecure the
boat when it came next afhore to water. Upon
this, Captain Clipperton confined him for fome

. days 3
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days ; yet, on the 20th, he allowed both the
Marguis and his lady to go afhore; leaving theif
only child as an hoftage.

On April 14, the Marquis, his lady, and the
Governor, came aboard ; and, an agreement bes
ing made for their rariflom, the lady and child
were fent on fhore, and the Marquis only re-
tmained as an hoftage. In this tranfation Clip-
perton appears to have been outwitted by thig
nobleman, who bafely broke his word, and pro-
voked the crew for trufting him. On April
zoth, they anchored in the gulph of Amapalasy
and, not being able to water there, repaired to
the ifland of Tigers, where they did it with
great eafe. On June 4, they failed to Gorgona
on thefame errand, and were well fupplied. On
the a4th, they made prize a fecond timie of the
St. Vincent, now commanded by Don Clement
de Andrado, laden with timber and cocoa-nuts:
©On Auguft 11, they anchored, with their prize,
at the ifland of Lobos de la Mar, where they fet
up tents on the fhore, {crubbed and cleaned
their fhip, and where the crew talked over theif
affairs, till they began to think them defperate,
Sometimes they refleCted on the Captain, for
pretending to remain in thefe feas without their
confort 3 at other times, they blamed him for
giving in to theé Spanith Marquis’s project for

ranfoming his thip, which; they believed, would
never be performed: and, now-and-then, the
thip’s corporal, one James Roch, a bold, bufy;
jntriguing fellow, threw in fome fly infinuations,

Yo M, Q. that,



114 Carraiv CLIPPERTON’s VOYAGE.

that, if they muft go through fuch hardfhips,
it was -better they fhould do it for their own’
fakes, than for other peoples ; and one Jofeph
Maynard, the boatfwain’s mate, pulhing things
ftill furcher, aplot was ar laft formed for feizing
the. Caprain,  the reft of the officers, and run-
ning away with the thip, They likewife agreed,
that, when their defign was brought to bear,
the officers fhould be fet on fhore on the ifland
of Lobes, and all who afterwards oppofed them
thot without mercy, This wicked combination,
however, was happily difcovered, the two ring-
leaders feverely punithed, and the reft pardoned;
by which wife conduct the confpiracy was fup-
prefled.  On the 17th they took a fifhing-boat,
with a large quantity of falt-filh well cured;
but found the St. Vincent, which they had left
at an anchor under the ifland of Lobos, driven
athore, and funk : here they put thirty-eight
Spanifh prifoners on board the fithing-boat, and
fent them away. ,
Nov. 1, they entered the bay of Conception;
where, milling a prize that outfailed them, they
bore away for Coguimbo, and took a thip laden
with tobacco, fugar, and cloth, in their paflage,
On the 6th, in the afternoon, they opened that
harbour, where they faw three men-of-war lying,
with their top-fails loofe 3 and thefe no foonet
fpicd them, than they cut their cables, and
ftocd after them. The Succefs hauled clofe on
a wind, and the prize did the fame upon which
thie Spanith man-of-war that failed beft gave
chace
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chace to the latter, and took her. The other
two thips crouded all the fail they could to come
up with the Succefs, but the outfaxlmg them,
made her efcape. In the Spanifh prize they loft
their third Lieutenant, Mr. James Milne, and
twelve of their belt men. The Captain who
took him was the famous Don Blas de Leflo,
Governor of Carthagena, when atracked by Ad-
miral Vernon. Don Blas treated his prifoner a
little reughly at firft, being enraged to find he
had miffed the Englith privateer, and only re-
taken a Spanifh prize; and, in the firft tranfport
"of his paflion, ftruck Mr, Milne on the head
with the flat of his fword ; but, when he came
to himielf, he fent for him, and, finding him
firipped by his foldiers, genersufly afked his
pardon, ordered him a new {uit of cloaths, and
kept him for {fome time on board his thip, He
afterwards procured his liberty at Lima, paid
or his paffage to Panama, where he gave him a
jar of brandy, and another of wine, for his {ea-
ftores, put zo0 pieces of eight in his pocket,
and fent him to England, This unlucky acci-
dent of lofing their prize revived the ill humours
amang Clipperton’s men, who did not indeed
plot again, but became exceedingly dejected.
On the 16th they faw another fail, and gave
chace, which, after a few guns fired on both
fides, bore away, being a clean thip, and left
them, which proved a lucky efcape ; for this
was likewife a fhip of force, fitted out to take
Capt. Shclvock and commanded by ore Ficz-
Q. 2 gerald,
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gerald, who, knowing this was not Shelvock’s
fhip, and doubting what ftrength fhe might be
of, had no great ftomach to engage her. Thefe’
repeated difappointments, as they broke the
fpirits of his crew, fo they had a very bad ef-
fet on Capt. Clipperton himfelf, who began
now to betake himfelf to drinking ; and, as thig
vice generally grows upon people under misfor-
tunes, he drank at lalt to fuch an excefs, that he
was hardly ever quite cool or fober. It was
chiefly owing to this unhappy praltice, that he
fell into many errors in his future condué,
They were now in want of provifions, and they
refolved to continue cruifing to the north, ta
feek a fupply, In this cruife they had but in-
different fuccefs; and, therefore, on the 27th,
they fet athore their Spanifh prifoners, ahd then
determined to go once more to the Gallapagos
in order to refrefh. In their paflage to thefe
iflands, they began to {ufpeét fome error in their
- log-line; and, upon meafuring, found it three
fathoms too fhort, ‘

On the 4th of December, they loft their pur-
fer; and the fame day found themfelves very
near the Gallapagos iflands, but could find no
anchoring-place, nor any frefh-water, though
they had found a fine road on their firft vific,
which gave Shelvack occafion to charge Clipper-
ton with want of {kill; they therefore made the
beft way they could to the Ifle of Cocoas, where
they hoped certainly to get fome fith, fowl, and
gocoa-nuts, moft of their people-being very fick

- and
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and weak, Qn the 17th in the morning they
came in fight of jt, which filled them with in-
cxprtﬁible joy. ©Onthe 18th, all that could be
fpared went on fhore to build a kind of booth
for the reception of their fick, who were all cons
veniently lodged, The Captain opened here the
laft cafk of brandy for the ufe of the fhip’s com-
pany, and gave every man a dram a day ; and,
on New-Year’s-day, he allowed 3 gallon of ftrong
beer to every mefs ; and, by having here plenty
of nourithing food and much eafe, the crew
began to recover, and were able to wood and
water, though with much difficulty,

On the 17th of January, 1721, the Captain
made the neceffary difpalfitions for failing ; but,
when they came to mufter the mep, there were
no lefs than eleven miffing, three Englithmen,
and eight negroes, who chofe rather to remain
in this unfrequented ifland, than continue ex-~
pofed to dangers and fatigues on board, and to
their living conftantly at fhort allowance.

On the 25th, they arrived on the coalt of

- Mexico, where, dlfcovcrmg a fail, they fent
their pinnace to give her chace; to whom fhe
inftantly ftruck. She proved to be Jefu Maria,
commanded by Capt. Shelvock ; and the account
he gave was, That he had no more than forty
men alive, the reft being all dead, or difperfed;
that he had loft the Speedwell at Juan Fernan-
dez, where they builta bark out of the wreck g
ghat they had coafted along Chili and Peru, till

they ¢ame to Pifco, near lea? where they togk'
‘ is



118 Caprain CLIPPERTON’s VOYAGE.

this prize ; that they had no regular command
among them ; that they had chofen a quarter-
mafler, carrying every thing by a majority of
votes 3 and that they had quite broken their ar-
ticles with their owners, and had fhared all
among themfelves.

On the 24th, Captain Shelvock came aboard,
being fent for by Captain Clipperton and the
agent, to give an account of his tranfactions,
The boat brought Mr. Ded, Lieutenant of ma-
rines, having been ufed very ill for his attach-
ment to the owners; at leaft {o he afferted, and
was firmly believed by Captain Clipperton, and
his officers. The next day Captain Shelvock
fent on board them fix chefts of pitch and dam-
mer, and two barrels of tar, with- fix {labs of
copper : Captain Clipperton {pared him twenty-
four quarter-deck guns, fome great fhot, a com-
pafs, and a few other neceffaries: his people
purchafed cloaths, thoes, hats, and other necef-
faries; and Mr. Hendric the purfer, and Mr.
Dod, continued in the Succefs, defigning never
more to fail with Shelvock. :

In the beginning of March, both time and
place favouring, they determined to attempt the
Manilla thip, before fhe entered Acapulco.

On the 13th, they again met Captain Shel-
vock, and, at a general confultation, agreed to
make the attempt jointly. But, previous to the
figning this agreement, it was propofed by Cap-
tain Clipperton to form a joint ftock, to bury
#ll former mifcarriages in oblivien, and again to

al
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aft in concert for the good of the owners. This
propofition was rejected by Captain Shelvock
and his people, who did not care to part with
what they pofieffed 5 upon which Captain Clip-
perton and his company, perceiving there was
nothing to be expelted from their conforr, and
that they were too weak of themfelves to effeCt
their purpofe, determined to fail direQly to the
Eaft-Indies, and inftantly put their refolution in
execution, without waiting for or confulting
Captain Shelvock.

The run from the coaft of Mexico to the
- ifland of Guam, they performed in fifty-three
days; and, May the r3th, anchored in the road
of Umatta,—from whence they fent their pin-
nace athore, with a flag of truce, in order to
obtain fome provifions, which met at firft with
a favourable reception, being told that, if they
behaved civilly, and paid honeftly, they fhould
be furnithed with what the ifland could afford,
Soon after the launch arrived, and brought on
board fome cattle, bread, fugar, greens, palm-
wine, and brandy, from the Governor, with a
large quantity of chocolate. In return for
which, his health was drank by the whole fhip’s
crew, under a falvo of feven guns: this was the
laft act of civility that paffed between them.

On the 18th of May, their prifoner, the Mar-
quis de Ville Roche, went afhore, in company
with the agent, the firft lieutenant and dottor,
having previoufly agreed with the Governor
about his ranfom. Qur launch was employ‘tid

- 1E
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fix days in bringing wooad, water, and provifiort
aboard; during which time; the Governor de-
fired he might have fome arms and ammunition
in exchange: accordingly Captain Clippeston
fent him twelve fuzees, three jars of powder,
fixty round fhet, four pair of piftols, befides
cutlaffes, long fwords, and daggers. The 25th;.
they received a lecter; in which the Governor
demanded the Marquis’s jewels, fome confecrat=
ed plate, and two negroes, being Chtiftians,
and fubjells to the King of Spam ; as alfo 2
certificate, under the Captain and officers hands,
that peace was proclaimed, detaining M¢. Gode
frey and Mr. Pritty till all this was performed.
The Captain returned for anfwer, that the
Solidad, the laft prize taken on the coaft of
Chili, declared there was peace between Engs
land and Spain; but, withal, affured the Ge-
vernor, that, if ke did not, in twenty-four hours;
fend the ranfom with the two gentlemen, he
would demolith the houfes upon the fhore, burn

the fhip in the harbour, and do all the mifchief
“he could at the Philippine iffands.

After this declaration, hoftilities- commenced
on both fides. The people on thore had raifed
a battery from whence they fired at the pinnace,
The fhip ran a-ground between two fires, oné
from the battery over their heads, and anothef

» from the thip in the harbour, In endeavouring tg
get their thip off, they ran foul of the rocks.
’1 he enemy fired fo warmly with ftones and fhot, -
that they fuffered extremely m their hull and

nggmgﬁ
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rigging. They had three men wounded, be-
fides the misfortune of lofing My, Davidfon,
their firt Lieutenant, who was an honeft man,
and a good officer,

In this emergency, the Captain being over-
come with liquor, the officers figned a paper in-
demnifying Mr. Cook for taking upon him the
command. They cleared away the hold, ready
to ftart their water, to make the fhip lighter ; and
got their upper and lower-deck guns forward,

to bring her by the head, the ﬂ'llp hanging abaft
on the rock.

During the laft twenty-four hours, they had
happily only one man wounded ; but the thip was
wretchedly torn and mangled between wind and
water. The goth, at {ix in the afternoon, the thip
floating, they cut away the yawl, {he being funk
with the fhot; the other boats were much da-
maged ; they hove to their fmall bower, then
cut it away, and the other two hawfers, and {ent
their pinnace a-head, to tow the thip off.  Juft
as they got afloat, the enemy fired fo fmardy
from the new battery, that their thot raked them
through berween wind and water, killing one of
their people, and wounding two others, They
loft both their bow-anchors and cables, the flern
and kedge anchors, four hawfers, four of their
lower-deck guns, and nineteen barrels of powder,
two men killed, and {ix wounded, having {tood
for no lefs than fifty bours a fair mark for the
enemy to fire at; and, if they had not got clear,
it was believed they would have been funk before

Vor. 1L R morning.
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meorning. At ten in the forencan they brought
to, and began to {plice their rigging, notarope
of which efcaped a fhot. Their carpenters were
emp oyed in fixing the mafts and yards, and the
reft of their pﬂokle in fixing the rigging. At fix
in the afternoon they took thelr depariuie, leav-
ing Mr. Godfrey and Mr. Pritty in the hands of
the enemy, This was certainly one of the worlt
etrors committed by Clipperton 3 for he fhould
never have quitted the Marquis, without having
the ranfom in his hands.

Cn the 24th of June, they were in fight of the
Bafhee Iflands s and, on the laft day of the mosth,

they faw the ifland-fhoals of Prata.

On the 1ft of July, they fell in with other
iflands, and paffed feveral boats that were fithing,
though oo {uchiflands are laid down inany chart.
They anchored under one of thefe iflands, and
dﬂm rhed their pinnace for intelligence 3 but not
kpmcr able to learn their courfe to I\Iacao, nor to
get a pilot, they determined to {ail for Amoy;
before which port they arrived on the sth in the
evening, but were afraid to enter it in che night,
and therefore ph«d oif and on till day-light,
They took notice of a great number of fnakes
in the fea, which were broug‘nt down by theri-
vers that empry themiclves on that coait. In
the evening of the 6th of July, they entered the
port, and were well pleafed to find themielves
once more in a place where they might hope to
obtain refrefhments, and to be able o rcpaxr
the&r fhip ; but they were no {ooner anchored in

 this
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this port, than they had 10 caltom-houfe officers
put on board them. The firft thing thefe cuf
tom-houfe officers demanded was, whar the fhip
was reputed to be, and what bufinefs {he had
there. Caprain Clipperton anfwered, the (hip
belonged to the King of Great Britain, and that
fhe put in there by ftrefs of weather, in order (o
obtain provifions and neceffaries. Next morn-
ing, the men mutinied, and infifted on being
immediately paid their prize-money. My, Tay-
lor, to whom we are indebted for this account,
interpofing, one Edward Boreman told him, he
had beft defift, unlefs he had a mind t0 have a
brace of balls through his head. Mr. Csok,
who commanded in the affair of Guam, and who
fucceeded Mr. Davidfon as Firft Lieutenant, now
demanded thirty fhares, in right of his office ; in
which he was fupported by the men. Captain
Clipperton, and the reft of the officers, fecing
the turn things were likely to take, were very
defirous, that fome allowance thould be made to
the officers that were taken prifoners, and to
Mr. Hendry and Mi. Dod, who joined them
from the Speedwell: but the men would hear
of no fuch allowances. Whilft thefe difputes
lafted, fome took it into their heads to go athore,
without afking leave ; and, when Caprain Clip-
perton would have correfted them, the whole
company declared on their fide, and prevented
it.  After this, all things fell into confufion:
the men refufed to work till they had their
prize-money ; and, upon complaint, a guard of

R 2 foldiers
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foldiers was fent on beard, with a peremptory
order from the Mandarin to Caprain Clipperton
to comply.

Gn September 16, the diftribution was made;
and no allowance being referved for fuch as were
gaken prifoneré, the repreflentatives of thole who
were dead, or the two gentlemen who had ferv--
ed on board the Speedwell, the prize-money of
a fore-maft-man was 419 dollars. According to
this diftribution, the cwners fthare in ready mo-
ney, wrought filver, gold, and jewels, amounted
to between 6 and yooo 1. fterling, which Cap.
tain Clipperton caufed to be immediately put on
board a Fortuguele Eaft-Indiaman, called the
Queen of Angels, Don Francifco la Vero Com-
mander, which fhip was unfortunately burnt at
Rio Janeiro, on the coaft of Brafil, June £, 1723,
So that of thefe effects the owners received no
more, the charges of falvage deduted, than
1800.

On September 30, they weighed anchor from
the bay of Amoy, which lies in the province of
Tonkin, after having paid, under the article of
port charges, the moft exorbitant fum of 1700
dollars; and then proceeded to Macao, in the
road of which they anchored, O¢. 4. As focn as
Capt. Clipperten entered the port, he faluted the
fortrefs 5 which compliment being returned, he
went on fhore, and found there the Captain of the
Portuguefe man-of-war, who had undertaken to
carry what belonged to the owners to Brafil,
The mutinous crew found themfelves ar a lofs

here,
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hese, the Portuguefe Captain declaring abiolute-
ly 1n favour of “iheir Co smimander and there.
fore, Caprain Cook, and another officer, took
paffage to Canten, to confult Mr. Winder, fu-
percargo to an Eaft-Indiaman, and fon to one
of the principal proprietors, as to the meafures
which fhould he taken about carrying the Suc-
cefs home 3 and, upon their return, the thip was
furveyed, condemned, and {old for 4000 dollars :
but Capt. Clipperton, to {hew his opinion of her,
agreed with the perfons who bought her, for his
paffage in her to Bataviay a plain indication,
that there was no danger of her foundering at
fea. The thip being f’)ld every man thought
himfelf at liberty to fhift as well as he could,
and to ufe his beft endeavour to fave what little
was left him. They were, by this time, fatisfied,
that Captain Mitchell, his crew, and cargo, were
all gone to the bottom, or elfe fallen into the
hands of the Spaniards ; which was to them pret-
ty much the fame thing; and, therefore, what
they had now in pofleflion was all they had to
expeft. Twenty of them, however, who had
agreed to give fix dollars a-piece for a paffage
in a Chinefe veflel to Canton, were taken by a
pirate, and moft of them loft all their effeds,
After a fhort ftay at Macao, Mr. Taylor, the
chief mate, got fafe to Canton in an armed boa,
for which he, and the reft of the Englith fea-
men that ftaid with him, paid 20 dollars a-head :
and when they arrived, they were well received,
and promifed all imaginable aﬂi{’cance towards
getiing
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getting home, There were, at this time, feveral
thips there ready tofzil.  The Captains of thefe
veflels being folicited by the faltory to take
Caprain Clipperton’s men on board, they met,
and agreed to carry them to Great Britain for
five pounds a man; and accordingly they all
paid their money. Mz, Taylor arrived fafely at
Batavia in the month of December, failed from
thence to the Cape of Gooed Hope ia February,
came to St. Helena in March, and, in May 1722,
arrived in London. Thereit of the fhip’s com-
pany returned, {ome fooner, fome later, as op-
portunities offered 5 but, as for Capt. Mitchell,
who was {ent to Bralil with a fmall crew, he was
never heard of, and moft probably was deftroy-
ed on the ifland of Velas, where he went athore
for the fake of getting freth provifions.

Captain Clipperton failed in the Succefs, after
fhe was fold, as a paffenger, from Macao to Ba-
tavia; from whence he procured a paflage home
in a Dutch Eaft-India thip, and arrived, in the
beginning of July, 1722, atGalway, in Ireland,
where he died in lefs than a week of a broken
heart,

Thus erded the unfortunate voyage of Cap-
tain Clipperton ; that of Captain Shelvock re-
mains to be relared,

THE
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O F

CarpTain SHELVOCK

ROUND THE WORLD.

E have already given an account, in the

introduétion’to the preceding voyage, of
the motives that influenced the owners to under-
take it, and of the difficulties and difcourage-
ments that attended the firft {etting out. Icre-
mains now only to relate the proceedings of
Captain Shelvock, the fecond in command, who
has himfelf been very circumftantial in laying
before the public the following particulars.

©On the 13th of February, 1719, we failed
from Plymouth, in company with the Succefs,
of 26 guns, Captain John Clipperton, who, in
confideration of his knowledge of the coafts and
cuftoms of Chili, Peru, and Mexico, was to adl
as chief of the expedition.

‘On the 15th, 1 came under his lee, complain-
ed of the cranknefs of my thip, and defired him
to fend for his wine and brandy, which he neg-
le@ing, loft his fea flock of liquors; for we
never {faw any thing of each other till about two
years afterwards.

Thur{day
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~ Thur{day 19, a florm arofe, and about mide,
night 4 fea drove in our quarter and one of
our ftern dead Jights, For a confiderable time
we were under apprehenfions of foundering ; a
{ucceflion of pradigious feas drove over us 3 and
in this melancholy ftate, the chain pump was
the only means of our deliverance.

February 2o, we had no fight of the Succefs,
and at midnight fet the top-fails and {tood to the
north-weftward.

This ftorm {o terrified my fhip’s company,
that no lefs than 70 of them were refolved upon
bearing away for England, there to make com-
plaint againlt the fhip. Bur, on the 23d, per-
ceiving their difcontent, I ordered them all on
deck, and ufed what arguments with them I was
mafter of, to encourage them to proceed 3 but
all I could fay was but to little purpofe. They
continued in their refolution to clap the helm a
weather 5 and grew to that height of infolence at
laft, that I was obliged to call upon my officers
to affift in bringing the mutineers to reafop. For
this end mofk of them appeared armed 3 and the
fight of this fo ftartled the ringleaders, that they
very fubmiflively begged | would forgive them
as 1 did, upon promife for the future to behave
as became them, After this, {feeing them inclin-
ed to be tradtable, Iordered them fome brandy,
and they drank to our profperous voyage. But
the very next evening, Simon Hatley, my fecond
Captain, had like to have thrown every thing in-
to confufion, "by telling me upon deck, before

moft
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moft of the thip’s company, that he had privare
orders from one of the chiet of the gentlemen
adventurers, and Captain Clipperon, to take the
charge of the fhip upon him{zif. Tafked him, if
he had a private commiflion tco ? but to this he
returned nothing but expreflions of contempt.
This unfeamantike behaviour, immediately after
my feparation from my confort, laid me undera
neceffity of behaving with all poffibie circum.
{pection, to prevent our being divided into par-
ties, which would infallibly fruftrate the ends of
our expedition.

We had a very tedious pafiagetoour firft place
of rendezvous, the Canary Iflands ; and did not
arrive there till the 17th of March, where having
finifhed our cruife without anv-thing remarkabie,
except taking an open boat with falt and wine,
hearing nothing of the Succefs, on March the
29th, we took our departure from the iland of
Ferro, in hopes of meeting with Caprain Clip-
perton among the illands of Cape de Verd, and
we took our prize along with us.  Buat in our
paflage, my people beg&n again o murmur;
and one Turner Sievens, my ghnner, very
gravely made a propefal to me, in the heant
of all the cther officers, to go a cruifing in the
Red Sea; for, faid he, there can be no harm in
robbing thofe Mahometans ; but, as for the poor
Spaniards, continued he, they are geod Chriftians,
and it would, doubtlefs, be a fin to injure them,
Upon this, 1 ordered him under confinement
and the man, after that, having threatened, in a

Vou. 11, 3 very
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very outrageous manner, to blow up the thip, I,
at his own requeft, difcharged him as foon as we
arrived, together with my chief mate, whohad
likewife been guilty of many and great mifde-
Imeanors. ‘

On the 14th of April, we made the Ifle of May;
and, running along fhore, faw a wreck, which
we were told was the Vanzittern Indiaman, Cap-
tain Hide, who three weeks befere had been caft
away. [endeavoured to avail myfelf of this ac-
cident, to fupply the neceffaries we ftood in need
of ; but could procure nothing but two or three
fheathing-boards. At this place I fold our prize
for 150 dollars to the Governor; and filled all’
our water-catks, and gave my fhip a very good
heel.  Six of my peeple having delerted, 1 ap-
plied in vain to the officer on fhore to deliver
them up to me; but, threatening the Mafter of
a Portuguefe fhip to make reprifals, he brought
me off two of them, which happened to be the
beft. They fell on their knees, and afked par~
don, affuring me the Commander on fhore had
feduced them, his defign being to fend the bark
I fold him on the Vanzittern’s wreck, where he
faid they might all make their fortunes ; fo Lloft
the other four.

Finding I could neither hear of the Succefs,
nor get what might be ferviceable to us in this
place, and having read in Frezier’s voyage, that
in the ifland of St. Catherine’s, on the coaft of
Brafil, in latitude 27 deg. 30 min. S. every
thing might be had that we ftood in need of, }

cou»
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concluded it would be beft for me to putin
there.

April 20, we failled from the Ifle of May,
having wrenched the drum-head of our cap-
ftane in weighing anchor, which toek us up the
remainder of the day to repair, We were 55
days in going to St. Catherine’s, during which
little remarkable happened ; except thaton June
the 5th we faw a fhip ftemming with us, and
fpoke with her. I ordered the five-oar’d boat
to be hoifted out, and fent Caprain Hatley in
her, to enguire after news, and gave him money
to buy us tobacco. The Succefs, amongft other
things, had got our ftock of tobacco, and had
made what the feamen call a weft- -country famine
on board of us, When Hatley returned, he
told me the was a Portuguefe from Rio Janeiro,
and bourd to Fernambuco. Inftead of tobacco,
which he faid the thip had none to difpofe of,
he had laid out my money in china ware, {weet-
meats, and the like; and, upon my exprefling
my diffatisfaction at his having fquandered away
my money in fo {illy a manner, his anfwer was,
that he had laid out his own in the fame manner,
My reply was, 1did not like his proceedings.

On Friday, June 19, we made the ifland of
St. Catherine’s ; and at ten the next morning
anchored in ten fathom water, the ifland of Gall
bearing E. N. E. diftant two leagues, and the
eaftermoft point of St. Catherine’s E. and by S.
diftant four leagues, The firft thing I did, was
to fend the carpenter on fhore, with all the

52 people
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people that could be ufeful to him in felling of
¢rees, and fawing them into plank, and to order
the cooper and his crew to trim the caﬂ;s, and
g1l them with water. Thofe who remained on
board, 1 employed in different fervices. Mean
while the inhabitants came off to us every day
with the product of the place, whichwe pur-
chafed with falt,

Cn July 2, we were alarmed, at break of
day, by the appearance of alarge fhip at anchor
four or five miles below the place where we lay.
1 fent an officer in the launch, well manned and
armed, to fee what he could make of her, and
put my fhip into the beft pofture of defence I
could. About noen my launch returned, and
brought word that this fhip was the Ruby, fors
merly an Englith man-of-war, and now one of
M., Martinet’s fquadron; that the came from the
South Scas, and was commanded by M. la Jons
guicre; that he, his officers, and feamen, to the
number of 420, were all French; and tho®
in the Spanifh fervice, they had not the leatt de-
fign to maoleft us. My Lieutenant became thus
punctually informed, by a diret breach of or-
ders in going aboard, and his temerity might
have colt me very dear; for, had they been ene-
mies, I thould have loft 23 of my beft hands;
but their return confirmed the truth of his ftory
yet it was a great misfortune, that I had not, to
the beft of my knowledge, one man of expe-
rience or capaciry {ufficient to enable him to per-
form the common duty of an officer,

The
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The next day, the Ruby turned up towards
us, and the Captain fent one of his lieutenants
and a prieft, toaffure meof his friendfhip, and
to defire I would dine with him, which I did,
and met with a very handfome reception, with -
offers of what money I would have upon my
bills on London, or in general any thing elfe his
fhip afforded. He informed me that the Spa-
niards in the South Seas had advice of our two
fhips, and that they talked of fitting out fome
men of war to receive us.

About this time there was a report {pread,
that Hatley had taken a bribe of the Mafter of
the Portuguefe we met on the sth of June,
~or had robbed him of 8o or 1co moidores,
had given ten to his cockiwain, and f{ix to each
of his boat’s crew, not to divulge it. I charged
him with what had been faid againft him ; his
anfwer was, He had done nothing he was atham-
ed of, or that he could not juftify. ANI could
do was to proteft againft him, and I gave the
proteft to Captain Clipperton in the South Seas,

July 6, M. la Jonquiere, accompanied by
feveral of his officers and paffengers, came to
dine with me; but in the midft of our enter-
tainment, my boat{wain took it intoc his head
to create a difturbance, becaufe he had not been
invited into the cabbin as a gueft. He firft af-
faulted Betagh the Captain of marines, and then
Mr. Adams the furgeon. This outrage, which
was {upported by a party he had formed, being,
by the help of my officers and the French

‘ gentlemen,
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gentlemen, pretty well quieted, M, la Jonguiere
declared, that, if they perfifted in their difoben
dience, he would {ee the ringleaders punifhed by
carrying them home in irons; and as they
grew alittle quieter, he expoftulated with thens,
and appealed to themfelves, whether they did.
not think it monftrous for people to behave
themfelves in fuch a manner. :
The next morning I was informed, that the
authors of the difturbance were moft of them
forry for what had happened the night before,
autributing the whole blame to the boatiwain,
and the effe& of too much liquor. I was glad
to hear this, and therefore pafled it all over with
only threatening how I would manage them,
if ever they were guilty of the like agaip. Ihad
refolved to punith the boatfwain in the fevereft
manner ; but I was prevailed on not to do ity
he, in very humble plight, afking my pardon,
and begging I would not ufe any feverity to-
wards him. He faid it was drink that had made
him mad, and withal defired I would give him
leave to go home in the-French fhip, This I
willingly agreed to, he being a very odd fort of
a fellow, and always incenfing the people againft
the number of officers, whom he termed Bloods
fuckers. S
July 15, we faw a great fhip plying into the
harbour’s mouth; but when fhe difcovered us,
fhe made the beft of her way out again, This
poflefied M. la Jonquiere with a notion of her
being our confort, and put him into a hurry ta
be
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be gone.  Accordingly, when night came on,
he weighed, and went to fea the next morning,
and at his departure faluted me with five guns.
Three Frenchmen, belonging to me, wentaway
with him; but I had two Frenchmen, and one
Morphew, an Irifhman, ia lieu of them,

During all this, our carpenter went on but
flowly in the woods ; and at laft, when we came
to cafe the ftern all over with thick plank, we
could find, to my great aftonifhment, no nails

" fit for that ufe. I was now told, that the firft
carpenter, and his crew, had fold moft of the
ftores befere the fhip came to Plymouth, which
was before I commanded her.

July 25, a large fhip came in, called the Wife
Solomon, of St. Malc’s of 40 guns, ard about
160 men, commanded by M. Dumain Girard,
and bound to the coafls of Chili and Peru to
trade, She was the {ame thip we faw coming in
before, and had fpoke with the Ruby at fea.
This gentleman, I foon perceived, notwithftand-

" ing a little forced civility at his firft arrival, was
a defigning mercenary man, and full of all the
conceit and vanity afcribed to his nation.

Defiring him to fpare me fome nails, he readi-
ly anfwered he would; but, at the fame time,
gave me to underftand that he could not afford

‘them for lefs than 32 dollars a hundred, which
fum I was fain ro give him; I likewife bought
of him 6o cheefes, and 300 weight of butters
fo that it happened well for me, that I had fome
money from one of the Ruby’s people,  This

done,
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done, I now thought of making a quick dif-
patch from this place, when there came a letter
from my fhip’s company to me, with articles an.
nexed to it for the immediate divifion of prize-
money, which they faid they were refolved toin-
fift on, alledging that they knew by woeful ex-
perience how they were ufed on board the Duke
and Dutchefs, that they were never paid one
tenth of their due, and thatthey had been well
informed what a paymafter a certain gentleman
would make, if ever their fortunes fhould fall
into his hands. They were {o very importunate
with me to comply with their articles, that both
mylfelf, and all my chief officers, thought it
would be beft and moft advifeable to fign their
papers with them, rather than run the rifque of
their proceeding, when they thould get out to
fea, to alts of piracy. As{oon as they had gained
their point, they expreffed great fatisfaction,
and promiled to be always ready to hazard their
lives in any undertaking 1 fhould think condu-
cive to the ends we were fitted out for.

Auguft 3, there came in here the St. Francifco
Xavier, a Portuguefe man-of-war, of 40 guns,
and 300 men, from Lifbon, bound to Macao in
China, commanded by Captain la Riviere, a
Frenchman, 1 made no doubt but that Captain
Hatley’s affair would be reported to this gentle-
man, and, therefore, I told Hatley, thatl ex-
pected he would go and vindicate himfelf to the
Portuguefe Caprain, to prevent any difturbances

thas
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that might arife on his account.  To which he
readily replied he would.

Hatley, at his return, told me, the Captam
feemed to be angry with him for thinking ke
could harbour any ill thought of a gentlcmm
bound on a voyage, which, to his knowledge,
could hardly fail of anfwering the largeft expece
tations.

Auguft 6, three of my men deferted; and the
mate and his party went up to the Portuguefe

lantations in fearch of them. Irbeingalmoft mid-
night, the inhabirants took the alarmy, and plant-
ed themfelves in ambufcade to deftroy them as
they came back. No fooner had they returned
into the boat, than they heard them rufhing
out of the woods, crying, ¢ Kill the dogs, kill
¢ all the Englifh dogs.” This outcry was in-
ftantly followed by a volley of fmall arms, which
wounded three of my men, two through the
thigh, and another through the arm.

1 fent a letter of complaint, by Hatley, to the
Captain of the Portugucie man-of.-war in the
harbour : but Hatley, at his entrance into the
thip, was furioully affaulted by Emanuel Manfa
(the Captain of the ifland), crying our, This was
the man who had commitied fo mary infolencies
towards them, and thatthis was he who had burne
ene of their houles, and had made it 2 common
practice to abufe and =affront him with the op-
probrxous name of cuckold, Upon this excla-
mation, the fhip’s company fided with Manfa,
and fell upon Hatley, and would certainly have
ufed both him and his boat’s crew very feverely,

Vou. 1L T had
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had not the Captain and his officers, with much
difficalty, prevented it; for the Portuguefe fea.
men were exaiperated to that degree, thatitis
more than likely they weuld have murdered himy,
had they not been timely hindered.

The Captain, in his anfwer to my letter, exe
prefied his forrow for what had happened, faid
the people were without law, and that it was out of
his power to punifh them; that they were wild
and lurked in the woods; and that in feeking
revenge, it would only expole my men to
butchery. He afked my pardon for the ill ufage
my officer had met with on board his {hip ; but
withal gave me to underftand, there could be
no greater provocation to the pgople of that na-
tion, than that which Hatley was accufed of by
Manfa. That his thip’s company had got Hat-
ley among(t them before he knew any thing of
the matter, and that he was obliged to call
his prieft to his afliftance, before he could get
him out of their hands, and in a very hand-
fome manner touched upon Hatley’s ftory. I
made no long ftay after this difafter, but took
our departure from the northernmoft point of
St. Catherine’s on the gth of Auguft; and on
the 1gth, Mr, La Port, my third Lieutenant,
broke his leg.

- From the time we left St. Catherine’s, tilt
now, we had for the moft part {gually weather.
As we advanced to the fouthward, my people’s
ftomachs increafed with the tharpnefs of the air
to that degree, that the allowance which the go-
vernmeng gives in the navy was not fufficient to

fatisfy
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Hatisfy their hunger. Some of my officers, in
particular Mr, Beragh, my Captain of marines,
who kad been formerly a purier of a man-of-war,
and a man whom { had a great regard for, was
the champion for an addition of allowance at my
table; for he told me he had orders from the
adventurers to eat with me; and what was my
table, if 1 did not eat better than the cook ¢ He
did not ftop here, but urged by his intemperance,
and finding me unwilling to fquander away our
provifions, without knowing when or where we
might get any more, he at length had the info-
fence o tell me publicly, that the voyage
fhould be fhort with me, which he often repeat-
ed. I fhould have had reaion to fear it, had he
been capable of commanding ; but, for his pu-
nifhment, I excluded him both from my mefs
and the great cabbin. Upon this, finding I was
in earneft with him, and fearing fome heavier pu-
nithment, he fent me a letter, afking my pardon
for what he had done ; upon which I again re-
ftored him in a handfomer manner than he after-
wards deferved, as will appear by the fequel.

Between Zt, Cacherine’s and the river of Plate,
the whales, grampufies, and other fith of mon=
ftrous bulk, are in fuch numbers, that I cannot
fee why atrade for blubber might not be carried
on here. I may venture to affirm, it is a fafer
navigatien than that carried on to the northward,
and { am apt to believe here is a greater certainty
of fuccefs in making up a cargo,

Sept 19, about midnight I perceived the wa-

 ger ro bedifcoloured all atonce, and-upon heav-
T 2 ing
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ing the lead, we found ourfelves in 26 fathom
water; this done, I flood off again to fea, but
we did not deepen our water in the running of
five leagues. This feems to be a bank very near
the entrance of the firaits of Magellan. I had
a fine opportunity of going through theie ftraits:
but Caprain Clipperton in his plan pretended,
out of the abundance ot his judgment and expe-
rience, that the firaits of Le Mair would be the
beft navigation for us, though he himfelf paffed
through the fraits of Magellan. From this 1
might have conjettured, that he, who never was
fond of having a confort with him, defigned to
make ufe of this as a likely expedient to fepa-
rate himfelf ; for he was a man that would de
any thing, thoughever {o dithoneflt or inhuman;
—-{areflection, however, that carries more of ma-

lice than of truth on the face of 1t.]
Sept. 13, the fog clearing up, we had a full,
but melancholy profpe, of the moft defolate
country that can be conceived, feeming no other
than continued ridges and chains of mountains,
cne within another, perpetually buried in fnow.
Towards noon we were becaimed within three
leagues of the mountains called the Three Bro-
thers, {o named from their equal height, near
refemblance, and proximity to one another, Till
now, wehad not been fenlible of any helps or hin-
drances by currents 5 but this afternoon we were
hurried with incredible rapidity into the ftraits,
-and jult as we had gained {fomewhat more than
¢ the mid-paflage, the northern tide came rufhing
| upon
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wpon us with a violence equal to that of the tide
which had brought us in, and, to our great afto-
nifhment, drove us out of the firaits again at a
-great and extraordinary rate, notwithtanding we
had a frefh ard fair gate with usat N. W. Upon
the fhifting of this tide to windward, there arofe
fuch a thort, and, while it lafted, {o hollow a fea,
and folofty withal, that we alternately dipped our
bowiprit end, and poop lanthorns, into the wa-
ter.  Qur fhip laboured in the moft alarming
manner, and becawme infenfible of the guidance
of her helm; but at midnight the tide fhifted,
and we pu. chrough the firairs without feeing the
" -land on either fide, and in the morning had a
wery good offing to the fouthward. Wehad
founa It very cold before we ¢ame this length,
but now we began to feel the extreme of it.  The
blesk weflteriy winds of themfelves would have
been {ufficiently piercing, but they were always
atiended with drires elther of fnow or fleet, which,
continually beating on our fails and rigging,
cafed the mafts and every rope with ice, fo that
there was no handling them. It was common
with us to be two or three days together lying
to under bare poles, expofed all the while to the
~affaules of prodigicus ieas, much larger thanany
I had ever obferved before. The winds reign-
g thus tempettuocufly, without intermiffion, in
the wettern board, we had firetiched away into
lat. 61 deg. 30 min. S. where we were in con-
tinual dread of falling foul of iflands of ice, and

' wheze
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where wefound the variation to be 22 deg. 6 min,
to the north-eaftward,

Qé&ober 1, as we were furling the main-fail,
one William Cameli cried out, thac his hands
were {o benumbad, he could aot hold himielf,
but before thole who were next to him could lay
hold of him, he fell into the fea, and the fhip
making frefh way, and the fea running high, we
loft fight of him befcre we could bring 0. In-
deed, one would imagine it impofiible that any
thing could live in forigid a climate 3 and, truly,’
we faw neither fith nor bird, except cne {oli-
tary albitrofs, which accompanied us for feve-
ral days, and hovered about us, till Hatley con-
cluding, in a gloomy fit, that the company of
this melancholy bird brought us ill luck, refolv
ed to deftroy him, in hopes we might then have
better weather.

October 22, at eight at night, we carried
away our fore-top-maft, and rigged another next
morning. We crept by very {low degrees, after
we had ventured to tack and ftand to the north-
ward, in hopes to weather our way into the Great
Scuth Seas; and indeed it may be averred, that
from the time we pafied the firaits of Le Main
till we had the firft fight of the coalt of Chily,
we had been continually diftrefled by the winds,
and difcouraged by bad weather.

Nov. 14, we faw the coaft of Chili, diftant 16
Yeagues, lat, by obfervation 47 deg. 28 min. S.

Being now arrived on the confines of the Spa-
aifh fettlements, we found curfelves under an

ablolute
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abfolute necefiity of contriving {ome means by
which w2 might recruit cur wood and water. We
had but feven buts of water remaining, and a
much lefs preportion of wood. 1 theught it
would be beft for us to go firft to Narborough’s
ifland, and accordingly directed our courfe to
that place. '

Nov. 21, at feven in the morning, we had
foundings in 28 fathom water, of fine grey and
black {and. But here we found a wild road,
which could not be deemed fafe for us — [ Here
Capt. Shelvock laments it as a great misfortune,
that he could not reach Juan Fernandez, in la-
titude 33 deg. 30 min. S. without ftopping 3
tho’ at the fame time it is plain, that he loft
mere time in {earching for a nearer place of re-
frefhment, than the direét pafiage to that ifland
would have taken him up. But the imputation
he would throw upen Clipperton is applicable
only to himfelf : he never intended to a& under
him; and all his excufes are mere fhifts.]

Surrounded with doubts and apprehenfionsy
fays he, left we thould beobliged to advance too
far on thefe coafts, without a competent ftock of
provificns, one Jofeph dela Fontaine, a French-
man, affured me, that, if I would go to the ifland
of Chiloe, which was at that time a litile to the
northward of us, there was no place for our pur=
pole like it in all the South Seas ; that the towns
of Chacao and Calibuco, the firft on the ifland
itfelf, and thie {fecond on the continent, were rich

places ;

1
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places s that the former was the ufual place of
refidence of the Governor, and that at the latter
there was a wealthy college of Jefuits; and thag
there were confiderable magazines kept up,
which were always well {tocked with provifions
-of all kinds. (

On thefe confiderations I formed a refolution
of going to Chiloe ; and on the 3oth of Novem-
ber we entered the channel, with an intent to
furprize and attack the towns of Ghacao and Ca-
libuco : but, immediately after we had come to,
the windward tide made out with prodigious ra-
pidity, which inftantly caufed a great fea; and
the wind increafing at the {fame time, the chan-
mel all about us appeared like one continued
breach. In the midft of this our thip laid a great
ftrain upon her cable, which unfortunately part.
€d, and we loft our anchor. "We paffed by two
commodious bays; and, at length, we rounded
a point of land out of the tide’s way, where we
were commodioufly fheltered from all inconveni-
ences; and, the next morning, I fent my fecond
Lieutenant to make a difcovery of the towns of
Chacao and Calibuco, and, at the fame time,
Captain Hatley, to find out a watering-place for
us. He foon returned again, and brought with
him an Indian, who gave us hopes of a fufficient
fupply of all we wanted, but afterwards came in
the evening to tell us, the country was forbidden
to fupply us with any thing. The Lieutenant not
being yet returned, this information made me

apprehend
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apprehend the enemy had taken him, and by
that means had learned who we were,
December 3, there came to us a Spanith offi-
cer, in a piragua rewed by eight Indians, who
was fent by the Governor to be informed
who we were. As foon as we had a fight of
the piragua, I hoifted French colours, and,
when the Spaniard came on board, I told him,
we were a homeward-bound French (hip, called
the St. Rofe, and that my name was le Janis le
Breton. Under this notion he ftaid with us all
night, and next morning departed, not feeming
to {ufpect us. I wrote to the Governor by this
gentleman, fignifying that I wanted a fupply of .
provifions to carry me back to France, defiring
him to affift me in what he could ; and received
for anfwer a complaint againft the viclences of
our men, 10 Lllhno thelr fheep, and driving away
their cattle, by which I knew that they had feen
my Lieutenant.  But I was in defpair of ever
{eeing him, or the people who were with him,
any more. I therefore fent a meflage to the
- Governer, that provifiens [ wanted, and provi-
fions I muft have, and that very {peedily ; and
that all the forces of Chacao, Calibuco, Carel-
mapo, or Caftro, fhould not frighten or deter
me from fupplying myfelf. Soon after, there
came a piragua with a meflage, fignifying, that
if 1 would fend an officer to Chacao, he would
treat with me, But I gave him for anfwer, that
I would treat no where but on board my awn
fhip 3 and farther, that it was now too late, fince
You. 1, U 1 had
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I had already difpatched 8o men to take all they
could find. '

Soon after the pinnace arrived, which I had
fo long given over for loft, with all her crew ;
but they were fo. terrified, that I had no hopes
of their being fit for fervice in any reafonable
time. The officer had no excufe for not return-
ing as foon as he had got a fight of the town,
but that the tide hurried him away at unawares,
and that in the fright he had forgot he had a
graplin in the boat to come to with, till thetide
had fhifred. I faid but little to hiro 3 and enly
made the officer fenfible of his mifmanagement,
which had been the ruin of the advantageous
views 1 might have had, in taking eicther Chacao
or Calibuco.

December 16, we had now our decks full of
live cattle, fuch as European theep, hogs, gua-
nicoes, poultry in abundance, and hams, &ec,
as alio a good quantity of wheat, barley, porta-
toes, maize, or Indian corny and, in thort, I com-
puted that I had added four months provifions
to what remained of cur Englifth ftock, and that
withcut the leaft hindrance or moleftation from
the enemy.

December 17, we began to unmoor, and at
noon we weighed, and {ailed cut with the wind
at W. 5, W. The night before we departed,
one of our men made his efcape into the woods.
It was beyond all difpute that this fellow would
give a full account of us.  This, added to the
ill conduét of my Lieutenant, together with the

contrary
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tontrary execution of all my orders, by thofe
officers whom I had hitherto entrufted 1 affairs
of importance, made me delpair of ever having
any thing done to the purpofe; and on this oc-
cafion, 1 could not forbear refletting on the mil-
management of feme gentlemen in England, who
blindly made ufe of their intereft to prefer pers
fons to pofts for which they were utterly unfic.

I failed from Chiloe with a defign to go
ftraight to the ifland of Juan Fernandez, but
was prevented by my people, who were pofiefled
with notions of vaft advantages to be made
by going to the port of Conception. It was our
Frenchman, who had been {o inftrumental in our
Chiloenian attempt, who was the caufe of this.
Finding his accounts hitherto tolerably juft, they
once more liftened to him; and every one of my
thip’s company, who could fay any thing at this
junéture, did not fail to fpeak his mind fome-
what infolently ; particularly William Morphew,
one of the men I had otit of the Ruby, and who
had beer in thefz {feas feveral years, tcok upon
him to tell me, that it could not fignify much
whether we arrived two or three days fooner or
later at Juan Ferpandez 5 that I was a [ranger
here, but that che Frenchman and himGif were
fo well acquainted with thefe feas, that every
body hoped I would be adviled and go to Con-
ception, and not put a mere punctilio to orders
in the balance againft a certainty of fuccefs, if
we were {o happy as to arrive at that port in
time. Confidering now how ealily they might be

U2 brought



148 Carrain SHELVOCE’s VOYAGE!

brought to throw off command, and how little
I thould be able to help mylelf, alone, as I
might be faid ro be, if they came to that ex-
tremity, ! complied with them, and refolved
to fpend two or three days in going to Concep-
tion ; and, on December the 23d, we came
abrealt of the Teats of Bio Bio, and in the even-
ing arrived in the bay, from whence 1 ordered
the boats, well-manned and armed, to go up in
the night to furprize what fhips or vellels mighsy
be in the harbour, and to make what oblervations
they could concerning the place,

About noon, Captain Hatley returned in the
pinnace, and informed me he had taken the So-
lidad d’Anday, of 150 tons, the only thipin the
road or port, lately come from Baldivia, laden
with timber; had no body on board except the
boatfwain, an old negroe, and two Indian boys.
He took alfo a fmall veflel of about 25 tons,
near the ifland of Quiriquine, which beionged
to a prieft who had been gathering fruits, and
was now made a prifoner in her, together with
four or tive Indians. This vefiel we found very
vieful, and called her the Mercury, being well
built, and ready upon all occafions to look into
port. There was another {mall veffel that pafled
within piftol-fhot, but Capt, Hatley never once
offered o follow | aer, or bl‘mo- her to. Ha[]ey
truly, faid, he did not mlnd her, though his
boat’s crew all agreed the was full of men. This
veflel was brmgmg advice of us from Chiloe. I

did
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did not fail to reprimand him for this, but to
what effect !

Dec. 26, the prieft being very folicitous to
ranfom his bark, he left my fhip in the morning,
and, in my pinnace rowed by Indians, went athore
to get money for that purpofe. At noon, Mr.
Brooks, firft Lieutenant, brought down the thip
we had taken, and anchored her about half a mile
thort of us, The boatfwain of her had not been
on board above two hours before he gave me in-
formarion of a veflel laden with wine, brandy,
and other valuable things, bound to the ifland of
Chiloe, lying at anchor in the bay of Herradura,
about two leagues to the northward of us. Thi-
ther I ordered Mr. Randall, our fecond Lieu-
tenant, with the boatfwain of the Solidad, and
25 men, to go ; with pofitive orders not to feta
foot on fhore, or make any hazardous attempt
whatever. But the next evening they returned
with a difmal ftory, that they went into the bay,
and finding the veflel hauled dry on fhore, the
officer ordered his people to land, and bring a-
way what they could out of her; but their ca-
reer was foon ftopped; for they had no fooner
got upon the bank, than they difcovered the
enemy rufhing out furioufly upon them. They
all efcaped except five, who were overtaken in
fhoal water, and they all agreed that thole five
were cut to pieces. The Spaniards came down
upon them, preceded by 20 or 30 horfes a-breaft,
linked to each other. Thefe were two deep;
then came the enemy, mounted, and lying upon

their
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their horfesnecks,driving the others before them,
They were not once {een to fit upright in their
faddles, except when there was no danger, or to
fire their mufquets. This new addition to our
misfortunes quite difpirited the greateft part of
my fhip’s company. Nothing was now heard
but murmuring, and damning the South Seas;
and declaring that, if this was making their for-
tune, they had better have ftaid at home and
begged about the ftreets; but jult as I was ex-
poftulating with Mr. Randall; who conducted
this unfortunate undertaking, I was agreeably
furprized with the fight cf a large fhip, which
we faw coming about the northernmeft point of
the ifland of Quiriquine. It was almoft dark,
and the could not perceive what we were, {o
that the ftocd towards us without fear, As foon
as the approached near enough, I hailed her, t¢
which fhe returned no anfwer, and I fired into
her. This was no fooner done, than fhe came
to, and called for quarter. She was called the
St. Fermin, came from Callao, burthen about
300 tons, and laden with fugar, melafes, rice,
coarfe French linnen, and fome cloths of Quito,
together with a fmall quantity of chocolate, and
about 5 or 6coo dollars in money and wrough
plate. I fent Mr, Hendry (the agent for prizes)
to infpect her lading, and to order every thing
he could find valuable out of her, and the thip’s
company {ent their agent likewife. In the after-
noon they returned, and brought all the bales,
boxes, chefts, portmanteaus, &c. that were in
her s
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her; and alfo all the rice, with a large quantity
of fugar, melafles, and chocolate, and about
7oc0 weight of good rufk, with all her eatables,
and ftores.

Don Francifco Larrayn, her Captain, defired
to ranfom his fhip, to which I willingly confent-
ed, and{uffered him to go in his own launch to
raife money for that purpofe,

Dec. 30, there came a boat with an officer
and a flag of truce, who brought word, that
three only of our people in the fkirmifh at Hara
radura were killed, the other two wounded, and
in a fair way of recovery, and that the boat had
brought advice of us, as 1 {ufpected, from that
iland.  The officer brought me feven jars of
very good wine, a prefent from the Governor,
and a letter full of civility, but wricten with a
great deal of craft. He defired to {ee my com-
miffion, and then he would treat with me ac=
cording to the laws of arms.

January 1, Captain Betagh went to Concep-
tion with a copy of my commiffion, the declara-
tion of war, &c. and foon after he returned with a
Flemith jefuit, a Spanifh lawyer, and an Englith-
man and a Scotchman.  The jefoit affured me
he was only come to pay his refpects to me, and
‘to do his utmoft to promote the affair of the
ranfom, and bring it to an immediate conclufion,
Therefore the firft thing I did, was to thew my
commifficn to the Englifhman, who read it in
Spanifh. Thejefuit then told me, that the Cap-
gains of the St. Fermin and Solidad had re-

folved
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folved to give me 12,000 dollars for the ranfom
of both the thips, and the Mercury included,
inftead of 16000 dollars which I had infifted
on for the St. Fermin only. To this I pofitively
anfwered, that all their per{uafions, artifices, and
pretences, thould never make me agree with
them. We had taken in the St, Fermin, ten
large filver candlefticks, eachof them weighing
above twenty-five pounds fterlings  The holy
father, in a fuppliant manner, reprefented to me
that they were a legacy to his convent, and hop-
ed I would make no difpute of fo noble a charity
as it would be to put them into the pofleflion
of thofe for whom they were dcfigned. I offer-
ed to let him have them for their weight in dol-
lars, which, confidering the great price they
pay in thofe parts for the fathion.of wrought
plate, was a very advantageous offer.  But he
faid they never bought any thing for facred ufes 3
and that, as the workmen put a great deal of al-
lay into plate, it would be diflicult to determine
the different values of the dollars and the candle-
fticks ; fo, after a deal of needlefs difpute and
entreaties, both about this, and the ranfom of
the fhips, the jefuit and the reft affirming that
the Captains of the St. Fermin, &c. were not able
to raife above 12,000 dollars, there was nothing
done,

‘Two days pafling without news from the Go-
vernor, I began to be certainly convinced they
had fomething elfe in view more than the accoms-
modation of the ranfoms; but on January the

4th,
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4th, my two weunded men came on board, and
with them brought a letter, importing, that, as
he had now fent back the prifoners, he hoped
no difficulty would remain to prevent my fend.
ing on fhore all the prifoners belonging to him,
January 6, the morning paffed away without
any news from the town. I now began to make
preparations for failing, and in thofe preparations
fpent the greateft part of the day. There being
no appearance of any boat coming off to us,
T ordered the St. Fermin to be feton fire. Her
cotton fails being loofed, made a prodigious
blaze. T had already f{ec fire to the Solidad, to
quicken their motions ; and now, having con-
cluded the treaty, I immediately got under fail,
much chagrined at the lofs of fo many days
without reaping any advantage. I wasafterwards
informed, that, if they had thought I would
have deftroyed the St. Fermin, they would have
given even 20 or 20,000 dolars to have faved
her; for {he was one of the beft failers and the
beit fitted cut fhip of any of the Peruvian traders.
I now direfted our courfe to the ifland of Juan
Fernandez, taking the Mercury with us.
January 8, the fea was all day perfectly red,
appearing as if vafl quantities of blood had been
throwa inte it, and curdled by the water. This,
the Spaniards fay, is occafioned by the fpawn of
prawns, which mult certainly be a miftake. In
our paffage, the plunder was fold before the maft,
by the thip’s company’s agent, at very extrava-
Vou. 1 X gang
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gant prices. At the fame time the account of
every thing being taken, and the value of the
fhares calculated, the (hip’s company defired me
to let them have their dividend, according to
the articles at St. Catherine’s, which requeft I
could not withftand, The prize-money and
plunder amounting to ten pieces of eight per
ihare, was thereupon diftributed; and all the
bales of coarfe cloth, bays, linnen, ribbons, lace,
filk, and feveral other forts of mercery wares,
were equally divided, half to the owners, and
half to the thip’s company.

Jan. 11, ar fix in the morning, we faw the
ifland of Juan Fernandez, and from that day uill
the 15th I kepe ftanding off and on the fhore
for my boats, which were a fithing, who not
having hitherto difcovered any marks whereby
we might conclude that Clipperton had been
here, 1 thought it proper to render my coming
hither fervicezble in fome refpe@, and therefore
fent the Mercury on fhore to flop her leaks,
while the boats continued catching filly, of which
we falted as much as filed five puncheons. At
length, going on fhore to make a nicer fearch,
fome of my men accidentally faw the word
Macee, which was the name of Clipperton’s
furgeon, and Capr. Joun cut out under it up-
on a tree, but no directions left, as was agreed
on by him in his inftrudtions o me. His actions
being thus grofly repugnant to his inftru&tions,
it was evident he never meant 1 fhould keep him
company, or ever join with him again,—{ This

reflection



_Carrams SHELVOCK?s VOYAGE. 155

refleCtion may with gréat juftice be retorted on
the writer himfelf, and can in po thape affect
Clipperton who followed his inftructions in the
moft fcrupulous manner,}—Fowever, being by
this confirmed in the cerrainty of Clipperton’s
arrival, 1 dire@ly made the beft of my way, and
failed ro the northward.

Jan. 21, having a defign to.look into Copiapo
as I went along thore, I fent Mr. Dodd, fecond
Lieutenant of Marines, withi eight men, as a rein=
forcement to the Mercury’s crew, and the next
- evening they left us fieering in for the land,

whilft I kept a proper offing, to prevent our
being difcovered. The next day the officer re-
turned and told me, he had looked into the port,
but could fee no thipping there, upon which I
made him fenfible of his error, and fent him to
the right place, which was about fix leagues to
the northward of us, and ordered him to be
ready to lock into Caldera by day-light the next
morning. They did fo, and faw nothing ; but,
inftead of making ufe of the land wind to come
off to me, they kept along thore, till the fea
breeze came on, and could not come to me till
the morning after, by which means they hinder-
ed me almoft a whole day and night’s failing ;
and in this vexatious manner were my orders als
ways executed !

Feb. 5th, I difpatched Mr. Brooks a- head to
difcover if there were any fhipping at Arica, and
next day, I had a fight of the head-land of A-
rica, and the ifland of Guano; wuh a fhip at an-

X 2 choe
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chor on the northern fide of it, and faw the
Mercury {tanding out of the bay, by which [
judged the fhip was too warm for her, and there-
fore made all poffible hafte to get up to her with
our thip. When I came into the pert, | found
her already taken, and that the Mercury only
went accidentally adrift.  This prize was called
the Rofario, of about 100 tons, laden with cor-
morants dung, which the Spaniards call guana,
and is brought from the ifland of Iquique, for
the culture of the agi, or cod-pepper, in the
vale of Arica. There was no white face in her
but the pilot, whom I fent to fee if her owner
would ranfom her. At feven o’clock in the morn-
ing I received a letter from the owner, expref-
fing his poverty, and declaring his readinefs to
comply to the utmoft of his power : and the ho-
neft man was as good as his word.

1 agreed upon reftoring to him his fhip, and
fix negroes, for 1500 pieces of eight; and he
was {o punctual and expeditious, that at 10 the
next night he brought the fum agreed on.  Soon
after the receipt of this, we took a veffel of about
10 tons, as fhe was coming into the road, witha
cargo of dried fith and guana, within a mile of
the town. The matter of this bark likewife came
off upon a balfe, which is an odd fort of an em-
barkation, made of two large feal-fkins feparate-
ly blown up like bladders, and then made faft
and joined together by a frame of wood, On
this he brought off two jars of brandy, and 40
pieces of eight, for his ranfom, which, confider-

ing
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‘ing his mean appearance, was as much as I could

have expelted. One part of his freight was va-
luable, which was his dried fith.

Feb. g, 1720, I failed from Arica, and as §
went out, the inhabitants placed themfelves
round the bay, and made a very good hedge
fire after me for about half an hour. 1 judged
there could not be lefs than 5 or 600 of them.
I thaped my courfe for the road of Hilo, which
we had a fight of the next day at three in the
afternoon, where we faw one large thip and three
fmall ones at anchor. The great {hip imme-
diately hoifted French colours, and in the end
proved to be the Sage Solomon, of 40 guns, com-
manded by Monf. Dumain, whom I had left at
-St. Catherine’s, and who was now refolved to pro-
tect the veflels that were with him, and obftru&@
my coming in. I ar firft thought of thewing my
refentment, but, upon fecond thoughts, Iclap-
ped the helm a-weather, and ftood out to fea.

Feb. 12, in the morning, the fhip’s company
had their moiety of the money taken at Arica
divided amongft them, according to their nume
ber of fhares.

Feb. 22, I came a-breaft of Callao, the port
for Lima, which is the metropolis of Peru ; but
there being no great profpet of performing
much here in our prefent fituation, I had nothing
to do but to flip away from hence in the night,
by the help of a favourable breeze.

Feb. 26, the officers in the Mercury defired
to be relieved, and it being Capt. Hatley’s turn

to
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to go in her, he propofed to me that he might
continue along thore, till we had got the length
of Lobos, an ifland in about feven degrees of
fouth latirude. I could not but approve of this,
confidering the probability there was of his
meeting with the Panama thips ; and every body
being well pleafed, I added to their complement
of men, and gave them a month’s provifions, and
mounted two of our quarter-deck guns on the
‘Mercury, and lent Captain Hatley my pinnace.
As foon as every thing was ready for their de-
parture, Captain Betagh, whofc duty and turnic
was to relieve the marine officer in the Mercury,
being unwilling to go on this party, addrefled
himfelf to the people, and with a fearful counte-
nance told them, that he, and the relt who were
to go with him, were fent for a facrifice, with
many other expreffions tending to create a gene-
ral mutiny. I now imagined nolefs than that he
was about to act what he had threatened when
he told me, it thould be a thort voyage with me
and, therefore, I addreffed myfelf to the thip’s
company, defired to know who amongft them
were of Betagh’s opinion ? Their anfwer was with
one voice, Mone, This done, I ordered the
Mercury alongfide, and Hatley and Betagh went
on board of her; and, putting off from us, gave
three cheers, and ftood right in for the land, in

the latitude by obfervation of 10 deg. g min S.
The very next day they took a fmall bark la-
den with rice, chocolate, wheat, flour, and the
like,
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like. The day following they took another.
On the fourth day of their abfence they be-
came mafters of a fhip of near 200 tons, worth
150,000 pieces of eight, Flufhed with this fuc-
cefs, it feems Betagh prevailed on Hatley, and
the greateft part of the people with them, to lay
hold of this opportunity and go to India: but
they no fooner clapped their helm a-weather,
than they faw a fail ftanding towards them,
which, in fhort, proved to be a Spanifh man-of-
war, who caught them, and put an end to their
Indian voyage. The Englith were treated very
indifferently ; but Betagh, it feems, who was of
their religion, and of a nation which the Spa-
niards affect to be fond of, was made an officer,
and ufed very refpetfully. This he certainly
deferved at their hands; for he gave them an
account of the whole {cheme of our voyages;
and not only informed them of what we had
done, but alfo of what I defigned to do; fo that
they did not doubt but T myfelf thould be in
their hands very fpeedily.

Feb. 29, at fix in the morning, we faw a fail
at anchor in the road of Guanchaco; at eleven
we came up, and anchored along fide of her.
There was no body on board of her but two
Indiamen and a boy. They informed us, there
was a rich fhip in the cove of Payta.

March 21, at three in the afierncon, we faw
the Pena Oradado, or the Holz in the Rock ; and
in an hour afterwards, we entered the cove of
Payta with French colours flying. There we

found
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found only a fmall thip at anchor with her fores
maft out, and her main-top-maft unrigged ; but
the taking of this town being conlfidered in the
fcheme of our voyage as a matter of great im-
portance, I confulted with my officers concern-
ing the propereft methods of going about it,
At two of the clock the next morning I landed
with 46 men, leaving Mr. Coldfea the mafter,
and {fome others, to bring the fhip nearer in, that
we might the more expeditioufly embark the
plunder we might get, Being now on fhore, I
'marched up to the great church without meet-
ing any oppofition ; and indeed I found the town
entirely deferted by the inhabitants. At day-
light we faw what feemed great bodies of men
on the hills, on each fide of us, who, I expected,
when they had viewed our trength, would have
paid us a vifit; but I found, that as we marched
up towards them, we drove them before us,.
‘The remainder of the day was fpent in fhipping
off what plunder we had got, which confifted of
hogs, fowls, brown and white calavances, beans,
Indian corn, wheat, flour, fugar, and as much
€ocoa-put as we were able to ftow away, with
pans, and other conveniences for preparing it ;
fo that we were fupplied with breakfaft-meat for
tbe whole voyage, and full of provifions of one
kind or other. In the afterncon there came to
us a meflenger, to know what I would take for
theﬁ ranfom of the town and fhip 5 to which I
aniwered, I would have 10,000 pieces of eight,
and thofe to be paid in twenty-four hours, if they

intended
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mtended to fave the town, or thip either, But
the Governor gave me to underltand in plain
térms, that he neither could nor would ranfom
the town, and did not care what I did with it;
fo that I fpared the churches. Having received
this negative anfwer, and got every thing fer-
viceable out of the town, I inflantly ordered it
to be fet on fire; and che houfes, being ex-
tremely dry, confumed away a-pace. But no
foonet was Payta in a blaze than thofe on board
made fignals for me to come off, and kept in-
ccﬁ‘antly firing towards the mouth of the har~
bour. Upon which T ordered all hands off, and
went firft on board myfelf in a canoe, with three
men only ; but, before I had got half way, faw
a large fhip lying with her fore-top fail aback,
and w1th a Spanifh flag flying at her fore-top-
maft-head. At this profpet two of my three
people were ready to fink ; and when I looked
back on the town, I could not forbear withing
that I had not been fo hafty. As the Admiral
was coming in with all his fails fpread, Mr.
Coldfea, by the affiftance of the few on board;
fired at him {o finartly, that he flopped the ene-
my’s career. The Spaniard apprehending he
fhould have hot work with us, brought his {hip
to, that he might put himfelf into a condition
of making a vigorous attack upon us. This in-
altivity of the enemy gave me an opportunity
of getting on board, and fuffered my men to
come off, about 50 in number, but the Spaniard

was within piftol-thot before they had all got
You. I Y inte
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into the (hip; upon which, we cut our cable, ‘
and our fhip falling the wrong way, I had but
juft room enough to fill clear of him. Being
now clofe by one another, his formidable ap-
pearance ftruck an univerfal damp on every
one’s fpirits; and I myfelf could forefee nothing
but that we fhould be torn to pieces by him,
and longed for an opportunity to try our heels
with him, while our malfts were ftanding. I ex-
pected every minute that he would board us,
and, upon hearing a fhouting amongft them, and
fecing their forecaftle full of men, I concluded
they had now come to that refolution; butl
prefently faw that the occafion of this joy was
their having fhot down our enfign-ftaff; upon
which, they, feeing our enfign trailing in the.
water, were in hopes we had ftruck : but I foon
undeceived them, by fpreading a new enfign in
the mizzen-fhrouds. Upon fight of this they
lay f{oug, and held their way clofe upon our
quarter ; at laft, defigning to do our bufinefs at
once, they clapped their helm well a ftarboard,
to bring their whole broadfide to point at us;
but their fire had little or no effet. Al ftood
fat with us, and they muzzled themfelves;
which gave me time both to get a-head, and to
windward of him, before he could £l his fails
again; and now I found, that, if our mafts,
which were by this time but flenderly fupport-
ed, would bear what f2il we had abroad, we
{hould foon fteal away from him. After this
he was in a great hurry to get his (pritfail-yard
' ' fore
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fore and aft, threatening us very hard, and ply-
ing us with his fore-chace : but we foon were
out of his reach, and all hands were immediate-
ly employed in repairing our damages. This
fhip was called the Peregrine, of 56 guns, with
upwards of 450 men on board of her.

During this attion, we had not a man killed
or wounded, although the enemy often hulled
us, and once, in particular, a thot coming into
one of our ports, difmounted one of our guns
between decks, tearing off the nut of the gun,
and breaking itiglf into a great many pieces,
which flew fore and aft in the midft of a crowd
of people, without hurting any one of them.
Our ftern was alfo much fhattered, and our
rigging much difabled. OGur main maft was a
little wounded, yet ftood a long while with only
one good fhroud to fupport ity our fore-malt
fared little better, yetl kept all the canvafs, ex-
cept the main-top-gallant-fail, at hard bats-end,
An unlucky fhot took the bow ef our launch,
as fhe lay upon the quarter, and {et fire tofome
- cartridges of powder, which were negligently
left in her, and which blew away her moorings,
and we loft her. Seeing a great {moke arife on
the quarter, 1 at firft imagined fome accident
had happened within board. In fhort, in about
three glaffes we got quite clear of the Admiral,
who .tacked, and ftood in for Payta, and we
fhortened fail, A narrower efcape from an
enemy could not well have been made, confider-
ing the vaft difference between us, as to force.

Y 2 Thy
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The Spaniard had 56 guns; we, on the contrary,
had but 20 mounted : they had 450 men; we,
on our part, did not exceed 73 5 and 11 negroes
and two Indians were included in that number.
He had farcher this great odds over us, of bemcr
in a fettled readinefs, whillt we were in the ut-
moft confufion. As for our fmall arms they
were wet and ufelefs to us 5 and, what is more,
in the midft of the engagement, one third of my
people, inftead of fighting, were hard at work,
to make farther preparation for an obltinate re-
fiftance, if we had been puthed to extremities;
and particularly the carpenter and his crew were
bufied in making ports for ftern-chace-guns,
which, as it happened, we made no ufe of. Upon
the whole, we had the good fortune to efcape this
danger, which was the more to be dreaded, be-
cavle, as we had fet fire to the town, they were
probably exafperated upon the account of the
churches, which I never intended to deftroy ;
and, if I had fallen into their hands, they might
have given us but uncomfortable quarters. At
the befl, however, it cannot but be allowed to
have been a moft unfortunate difafter. The lofs
of my boat and anchor was irreparable, and may
be {aid to be the caufe of that {cene of trouble
which will take up the remainder of this narra-
tive; for we had now but one anchor, that at
Payta being the third we had loft, and were be-
fides entlrely deftitute of a boat of any kind.
At five, the fame evening, we faw a fail under
our lee-bow, which I took to be the prize we

had
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had left to cruife for us near the Saddle of
Payta; and we, therefore, ftood to the weft-
ward all night, and the next morning we faw
two fail a-ftern of us. 1 tacked, and ftood to-
wards them, and in a little time could {fee that
one of them was ftanding in for Payta, while the
other kept ftemming with us; but the nearer [
approached her, the lefs I liked her, and could
not but think it advifeable to put my thip about,
and crowd fail from her. However, the gained,
upon us, and advanced near enough to thew ug
the was the Brilliant, the Admiral’s confort. She
was a French built fhip, of 36 guns, manned
with people of that nation, and other Europeans,
She was handfomely rigged, which is rare to be
feen in thofe parts, and failed almoft two foot
for our one; fo that, notwithftanding we had
almoft a calm all the heat of the day, fhe near-
ed usapace. But, night coming on, I made ufe
of the old ftratagem (I thought it might be new
here), of turaing a light adrift in a half tub, in-
ftead of a boat, darkening one part of the lan-
thorn, that it might the more appear 1o be a
fhip’s light, and then immediately altered my
courfe. As the day broke I hauled all my fails,
and in full day-light could perceive nothing of
the enemy. This was the thip wherein Betagh,
my late Captain of marines, was fo much re-
fpe&ed ; and by his advice it was, as I have
Been told, that the Admiral ordered his confort
to ply up to windward to Lobos, our firft place
of rendezvoys, whilfy he himfelf came’to Payta

in
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in fearch of us, This {eparation, though intend-
ed as a fure means to catch us, proved to be very
fortunately the means of our prefervation.

Being thus clofely purfued, I took an offing
of thirty leagues from the fhore, and then
brought to, to confider what I had beft to do.
I was ftill in the dark, as to my confort; an em-
bargo, as I was told at Payta, was laid on all
fhipping to leeward for the term of fix months;
and our prize, which I defigned to make a fire.
fhip of, was taken by the Brilliant; I had but
one anchor, and no boat at all ; and I was as yet
ignorant of what had become of the Mercury.

In the midft of all this peril and perplexity,
I called my officers together, to let them know,
it was my opinion, we had, as we were thus cir-
cumftanced, a much better profpect to the wind-
ward than to the leeward ; that on the coaft of
Chili we thould not be in the leaft fufpected,
and fhould, atthe fame time, in the moft effec-
tual manner, efcape the enemy’s men-of-war
that, after taking in water at Juan Fernandez,
we might cruife cut the whole feafon off the
ports of Conception, Valparaifo, and Coquimbo,
where among the thipping we might be ftocked
with anchors, cables, boats, and a veflel to make
a fire-fhip of, on which I mightily depended.
All this being univerfally approved of, we got
our tacks on board, and ftretched away to
windward,

My intentions after this were fixed upon the

coafk
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coaft of Mexico. There I propofed to run the
height of Tres Marias and California, as the
moft likely places to meet with the Succels.
Thefe two places would have been commodis
ous; the firft for falting of turtle, and the laft
for wooding and watering at, and for laying my-
felf in the track of the Manilla thip, which, if 1
thould have had the fortune to meet with, and,
having a fire-fhip with me, I would have tried
what I could have done with her.

March 26, having well fecured our maft, and
bent a new fuit of fails, we ftood to the fouth-
ward, expeting to gain our paffage to wind-
ward in about five weeks. ‘

March. 31, as they were pumping the fhip,
the water which came out of the well, was net
only in greater quantity than ufual, but was alfo
as black as ink. This made me judge that fome
water had got to our powder; and accordingly
going into the powder-room, we heard the wa-
ter come in like a little fluice. This had quite
{poiled the greateft part of our powder; fo thas
we only faved the quantity of fix barrels. We
found upon fearch a leak to be on the bow, un-
derthe lower cheek of the head, occafioned by 2
fhot which had been lodged there in our late en-
gagement, and which falling out by the working
of the thip in an head fea, had left room for a
fitream of water; but we brought the (hip by
the ftern, and, with great difficulty, ftopped it
{ecurely,

May 11, we faw the great ifland of Juan

Fernandez,
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Fernandez, bearing eaft half fouth, Here I
plied on and off till the 21ft, but could not get
off as much water as we daily expended.

May 21,2 hard gaie of wind came out of the
fea upon us, and brought in with it a tumbling
fwell; fo that in a few hours, our cable, which
was never wet before, parted, and inevitable
fhipwreck appeared before our eyes. But Pro-
vidence fo far interpofed in our behalf, that, it
we had ftruck but a cable’s length farther to the
eaftward or weftward of the place where we
did ftrike, we muit certainly all have perifhed.
Qur main-maft, fore-maft, and mizzen-top-maft;
went all away together ; and happy it was for us
that they did fo ; for, by making them ferve by
way of raft, and by the help of thofe who were
afhore before the wind came on, we were all
faved, except one man. In the midft of this
furprize, the firft thing I took care of, was my
commiffion ; and, remembering the powder to
be uppermoft in the bread-room, I got moft of
it up, with about feven or eight bags of bread :
thefe we faved, as the thip did not come to pieces
immediately. In afew minutes, however, after
fhe firlt ftruck, fhe was full of water. We {aved,
notwithftanding, two or three compafies, fome
of our mathematical inftruments, and books,

When we firft got on fhore, we were without
any one thing neceflary for our relief; not fo
much as a feat whereon to reflt our harraffed
limbs, except the wet ground, which, as far as

wo



Cadrain SHELVOCK’s VOYAGE. 169
we could fee, was alfo like to be our bed and
pxllow, and indeed it proved to be fo.

In the evening, all the officers came to confuls
with me, how we thould get fome neceflaries out
of the wreck ; and, having by this time Jighted-
a fire, we wrapt ourfelves in what we could get,
laid ourfelves roun it, and, notwithftanding the
badnefs of the weather, we flept very foundly 5
but,. the next morning, getting up with the firft
glimpfe of day- llght we looked at each other
like men awakened out of a dream; {o great.
and fo fudden was the melancholy changein out-
condition, that we could [carce truft to ‘our
ffnfeﬁa

J went 1mmedxate1y among the people to fet
them about the work we had refolved upon the
night befare ; but they were fo {cattered, there
was no.getting them together, or we might, pro-
bably, have regained all our beef and pork. This
opportunity, however, was loft, by their eager-
nefs to build huts and rents, in order to fettle
themfelves for good; for, while they were thus
employed, a furious gale of wind came on, which
deftroyed all the provifions in the fhip, except onge,
cafk of beef, and one of farina de pao, which were
wathed whole on the ftrand. 1 had faved 13100
dollars belonging to the gentlemen adventuters,
which were kept in my cheft in the ’gi’éé:
cabbin; the reft, being in the bottom 6f" thé
bread-room for fecurity, could not pefiibly be
come at. I need not fay how difconfolate my
reflections were on the fad accident 'that had

Vou. IL - Z hap-
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happened, My firft txoughts were c¢n the

means whereby to prefervc cur lives, and on
fome {cheme of ceconomy to be obferved as
mongtt the people, in relation to the diftribu-
tion of fuch quantxtles of provifions as thould
from time to time be obtained. '

I found a vely commodious {pot of grouhd
about half a mile from the fea, on which I fet
up my tent. There was a fine run of water
within a ftone’s caft of it on each fide, with fir-
ing mear athand, and trees proper for our ufe.
The people fettled within call about me, inas
good a manner as they could: and hdving 4ll
fecured curfelves againft the inclemency of the
weathier, we ufed to pafs our time in the even-
ing round a great fire, roafting craw-fith in the
“embers,

I now began to think of building fuch a veflel
from the wreck as might carry us all off at once -
from this ifland ; and for that purpofé confult-
ed with the carpenter ; but was aftonithed at his
anfwer, ¢ he could ‘not make brick, he faid,
without firaw,” and walked away from me in a
furly humour. From him I went to the ar-
mourer, and afked him what he could do to-
wards building a {mall veffel for us; to which
he an(wered, that he hoped he could do all the
iron-work ;. that he had, with much labour, got
his bellows out of the wreck, and that he did
not doubt but we thould find a great many

~other ufeful things, when we came to fet about
a fearch for them in good eafneft.,
- June
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June 8, we laid the blocks, and got the bow-
fprit ready to make a keel. The carpenter for a
little while went on with feeming good temper,
but fuddenly turning fhort vpon me as 1 ftood
by him, he fworea great oath, he would not
ftrike another ftroke,  he truly would be no
¢ body’s flave, and thought himfelf now upon a
¢ footing with myfelf.” This provqked me o
ufe him a little roughly with my cane; but af-
terwards came to an agreement wich him to give
him a four-piftole piece as foon as the ftem and
flern-polt were up, and 100 pleces of eight
when the bark was finilhed. He then went o
work on the keel, and in two months time we
made a tolerable thow, owing to the diligence
and ingenuity of Poppleftone, the axmuum,
who made us hammers, chifitls, files, gimilets,
- bullet-moulds, and an infrument to bere cur
.carcouch boxes. Thefe laft we covered with
deals fkins, and contrived them fo as to be both
thandy and neat. He, befides all this, began and
finifhed with his own hands, a large ferviceable
boat, which was what we very mvch ﬂood in
need of.

For a few days the people behaved them{zlves
very regularly and diligently, half of them work-
‘ing one day, and half another. But the time
foon arrived when we fell into fuch confufion
and outrageous diforder, that it was a miracle
we ever got off from this place by any affiftance
of our own ; for, one afternoon, I miffed all the
people, and could fee no body but Mr. Adams,

Z 2 our
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our {urgean, Mr. Hendry the agent, my fon,
and Mr, Dodd, lieutenant of marines, who, far
fome reafons beft known to himfelf, had. a mind
to act the madman. At night I was informed,
‘they had aflembled together at a great tree, had’
formed a new regulation and new articles, had
excluded the gentlemen adventurers in England
from having any part of what we fhould take for
the future, and had divefted me of the authority
of their Captain, having regulated themfelves ac-
cording to the difcipline of jamazca They:-had
chofen. Morphew to be their champion: and
fpcuker This man addrefled himfelf to me,
and told me, ¢ that, as the Speedwell ‘was calk
away, they were now of confequence at their
~own’ difpofal, fo that their obligations to-the
- owners- and me were of no validity, the fhip
being now no more ; they therefore, he faid,
~had now thought fit to frame fuch arricles as
‘would be moft conducive to their own intereft;
and, if I would fign them, well ; if not, they
-would pot trult themfelves under my conduét,
as they fhould always be apprehenfive that [
fhould ferve them as Clipperton had ferved
fome of his men, who (they heard) happening
¢ to be taken feparately, he denied them, and
¢ fuffered eight of them to be hanged as pirates
¢ before his face
In thefe articles, befides cafting off, the own-
ers, I found myfelf reduced from ﬁxty fhares to
fix. 1 was at a lofs what to do in this di.
lemma; but at laft 1 found myfelf under an in-
dlfpcnﬁblg
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difpenfible neceflity of figning the articles, in
order to get off from the iland, where otherwife
I might have been forcibly lefr behind.

And now, having very unwiilingly fatisfied
them in all I thought they could afk, I recom-
mended to them the veflel we bad begun, not
doubting, but after this they would bave ufed
their conftant endeavours to finith her, that they
might have an opportunity of putting their proa
ject in execution 3 and they faid they would.

But early the next morning, going down to
the beach as ufual, and expelling to find every
one employed, 1 {aw none of them, except the
carpenter, and two or three more ; for, notwith-
ftanding they were abettors of the defigns that
were carrying on, yet the hopes of a little moaey
from me had made them work pretey diligently,
though I cannot fay they fatigued themficlves,
Upon enguiry, 1 was informed, that the reft of
the people were againadjourned tothe great tree;
and it was not long before I was made acquaint-
ed with the refult of their meeting ; for, betimes
the next morning, they furrounded my tenty
while Morphew, and Stewart, theiragent, came
in to me, and told me, They came in the name
of all the people to demand every thing be-
longing to the gentlemen adventurers out of my
peiieflicn, and particularly 750 weight in Pinna
or virgin filver, a filver difh weighing 75ounces,
and 250 dollars in money, Idid not eafily part
with all this: but they defired 1 would make no
difpute ; for, as all this came out of the wreck,

: they
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they infifted, the owners could have nothing to
do with it, and they were determined to have
it. In fhort, I wasobliged to give it all up, and
they fhared it amongft them Lhat very moment,’
according to their new regulation.

After thls, they cntxrely deftroyed what little
power they had allowed me over them ; and the
meaneft of them were taught they were as good
as I. They fometimes denied me a quota of the
fith, and wondered I could not go out to catch
it as well as they; at beft, they would give my
fervant who ufed to fetch it but the leavings, af-
ter they had chofen the prime : and, to complete
their nfults, my ﬁr&heutenant, who ufed fome-
‘times to eat with me, entirely deferied my mefs
to join Morphew, to partake of his better fare,

vite tired out with their inceffant mutinies,
I became at length fo defperate, that I began to
think of preferring the dangers of the fea, ina
fmall open boat, to what I thought myfelf ex-
pofed to on this place from my (hip’s company.
I apprehended, they would never reft till they
had made themlelves entirely their own mafters,
by privately making away with me; and this
made me melanchoﬁy end penfive, preparing
myfelf for the worlt that could happen. They
_perceiving this change in me, grew {ufpicious
that [ was now contiiving fome means to reduce
them; and, therefore, they determined to get
the arms out of my poflefion. To this purpofe
they all came in a body, headed by Brooks and
Morphew, who, in the prefence of all the

. peopl
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people, ufed me with infupportable impudence 5
and even went fo far as to threaten the life of
my {on, for enly telling Morphew, that every
one prefent had not chofen him for his g al er.

Having gained that peint alfo, they had the

pieafure of {guandering away their tmle, and
powder and fhot, 1n firing at cats, or any thing
elfe, to wafle the ammunition.

What I have now related, 1s the fubftance of
what occurred from May 22 till Augult iz,
when we had ﬁéht of a large thip, which put us

into a great hurry, and gave us a confliderzble
alarm. Before Ih(,k crofied the bay, 1 ordered alk
the fires to be put out, and confined the negroes
and Indians, left the fhip fhould be becalmed

under the land, and any of them fhould attempt
to fwim off to her. However, [ was net long
in fear, for (he kept away large, and at tes gress
a diftance to pcrccive any thing dﬁ’[in&lj of us.
On this occafion I gor moflt of the people
under arms, and was gi@d o fee fo many of
them, in forme meafure, cbedient (o command,
I told them, I was pleafed to fee their erms in
fuch good order; o which they anfwered im-
pertinently, that it was for their own fakes. But
this alarm was fcarce {ubfided bkefore they be-
came divided among themielves, The queltion
ftarted was, whet her cr no the berk fhould be
carried on, or, whether they faould not build

two large fhallops, and {et what was done of the
bark on fire, The workmen, and a confidera=-
ble majority of the reft, fided with me in be-
halt
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half of the bark: but at night the carpenter
fent me word, that, if I did not deliver him the
money agreed on at the beginning, notwithftand-
ing the terms of the payment of it were notyet
fuifilled, I Mould not fee his face again ; fol was
obliged to treat this gentleman as he pleafed to
have me, and raife the money for him,

Teo complete the number of our divifions
and diffentions, there arofe a third party, who
were refolved to have nothing to do with the
other two, they purpofing to ftay on the ifland.
“Thefe were to the number of 12, who accord-
ingly feparated themfelves from the reft, and
never appeared amongft us, except in the night,
when they ufed to come about our tents, and the
bark we were building, to fteal powder, lead,
and axes, and in fhort, whatever elfe they could
lay their hands on. Thefe, however, I found
means to manage, and took from them all their
arms, ammunition, and the reft of their plunder,
and threatened, that, if they were found within
mufquet-fhot of our tents, they fhould be treat-
ed as enemies,

In a little time thefe divifions had fo far
weakened the whole body, that, by degrees,
they began to liften a little to what I faid to
them ; andT prevailed fo far as to get moft of
theminto a working humour. Mr. Brooks now
came with a feigned fubmiffion, and defired he
might eat with me again ; but this, in the main,
abated nothing of his efteem for Morphew. His
diffimulation, however, proved of fignal fervice,

as
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as it contributed to the {peedy finifhing of the
bark. This claimed the alftance of all our
heads and hands; for when we came to plank
Ker bottom, we had meft difheartening difficul-
ties to encounter ; for, havinz no plank but
pieces of the wreck’s deck, we found it fo dry
and ftubborn, that fire and water had {carce any

effeét in making it pliable and fic for ufe. 1t
rent and {plit, @nd flew lilie glafs 3 fo that now
1 had {ufficient reafons to beheve, after all our
labour, that we muft patiently wait to be taken
off from hence by fome Spanith fhip, and, after
all our troubles, be led to a prifon, to reflect on
our misfortunes paft. However, by conftant
labour, and a variety of contrivances, we, in the
end, patched our bark up in fuch a manner, that
1 dare fay the like was never feen, and I may
venture to affirm, that {fuch a botiom never
fwam cn the furface of the fea before.

Sept. 9, the boat, which I have already mens
tioned to be begun by the armourer, was launche
ed ; and, being now in a fair way of compleating
our bark, there yet remained, unconfidered and
undetermined, what provifions we fhould get ta
fupport us in our prefent voyage. All the ftock
we had confifted of but one catk of beef, five
or fix buthels of farina or Caffader flour, together
with four or five live hogs.

I made feveral experiments to cure both fith
and feal, but found it impoflible, At length,
we luckily thought on a method of curing the
conger-cel, by fplitting it, and taking out the

‘_VOL. IL A back-
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back-bone, then dipping it in falt-water, and af-
terwards hanging it up todry in a great {moke.
As no other il could be prefcrved after this
manner, the filhermen were ordered to catch
what congers they could. And now {feveral of
the people, who had not yet ftruck a ftroke,
began to repent of their folly, as they grew
weary of living on this place, and offered their
fervice to go a ﬁfhmb, every one making fome
foolifh excule or other, for having been fo long
idle. The new boat being {ent to try her for-
tune, returned at night, and brought in a great-
parcel of fifh of feveral forts, amongft which
were 200 conger-eels, This was a good begine
ning, and every tent took a proportion.of them
to cure,

Having this conveniency of a large boat, I
defired Mr, Brooks, ouronly diver, to try what
he could recover from that part of the wreck
which lay under water, He accordingly unders
took it, and could find but one fmall gun, which
he weighed and brought on fhore, together with
two pieces of a large church candleftick, which
was a part of the plate wihich belonged to the
gentlemen adveaturers,

Qur boat was now daily employed in fifhing,
The armourer conflanily fupplied them with
hocks, and there was no want of lines, which
were made of twifted ribbon, In the mean
time, thofe who were athore, made twice layed
ftuff for rigging and other ufes, We pasched
vp the canvas for fails ; the cooper chpleted

his
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his cafks; and, in a {hort time, we had maits
an-end tolerably well rigged, and thought we
made a comfortable figure.

And now, having done all we could, when we
came to put in water, to try the tightoels of our
work; it was followed by an univerfal outery,
A fieve ! afieve!l 1 was afraid the people would
have defpaired, and defifted from ufing any fae-
ther means : bur, in a little time, and by incef-
fant labour, we repaired the thip’s pumps, and
fitted them to our bark., The next {pring-tide
we found means to launch her, which fell out
on the s5th of O&ober, by which time we had
faved about 2300 conger-cels, weighing, one
with another, about one pound each, and made
about 60 gallons of feals oil to fry them in,
This, with what I mentionéd before, was all our
fea-ftock. As fhe went off the blocks, I named
her the Recovery, though I was fadly afraid of
hearing ill news from thofe afloat in her; but
all proved indifferently well ; and, knowing it to
be dangerous for her to lie here long, efpecially
having no other anchor than a great ftone, and
a flight rope to hold her with, and that the leaft
puff of wind might have driven and deftroyed
her upon the rocks, we got all the water off that
day, which we did fo much eafier and quicker,

ecaufe the cafks were ready ftowed in the hold.
She bad two mafts, and was of about the burthen
of twenty tons ; and, to my grear fatisfation, I
found, that one pump, conftantly working, kept
her free.  The next day, Octeber the 6th, we
Aaz qot
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oot every one on board and embarked, leaving
behind us eleven or twelve of thofe who had
deferred us. They were deaf to all perfuafions;
and, in fhore, {fent me word, ¢ They were not
¢ yer prepared for the other world 3° fo they,
with the like number of blacks and Indians,
remained behind on the ifland.

This ifland enjoys a fine wholefome air, info-
much that, out of 70 of us that were on it for
the fpace of five months and eleven days, not
one of us had an hour’s ficknefs, notwithftanding
we fed on foul diet, without bread or falt,  For
my own pait, I muft acknowledge the bounty of
Providence 5 for, alchough 1 loft much of my
fleth, I became one of the ftrongeft and moft
a&tive men oa the ifland, from being before very
corpulent, and almeft crippled with the gout.
On the tops of fome of the mountains of this
ifland, are plains covered with groves of the
Italian laurel. Palm-trees are hikewife found in
moft parts, growing in finooth joints like a cane,
fome 30, fome 40 feet high, What feamen call
palm-cabbage is the very fubftance of the head
of this tree, which being cut off, you find in-
<lofed a white and tender young cabbage : but,
for every one we got, we were obliged to cut
down a fine lofty tree.

The northern part of this ifland is very well
watered, and the water keeps well at fea, and is,
1 dare fay, as good as any in the world. Down
the weftern peak defcend two cafcades, to ap-
pearance, at leaft 300 feet perpendicular; whic'h};

wit!
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with the palm-trees that grow up clefe by the
edges cf them, exhibic a very grand and roman-
tic profpedt,

We might have found goats enough in the
mountains, if we had been able to follow them ;
and cats are fo numerous, that there is hardly
taking a ftep without ftarting one.  Thole whofe
ftomachs could bear their fleth for food, found
a more {ubftantial relief from hunger by one
meal of it, than from four or five of filh.

The Spaniards, who firft flocked this ifland
with goats, have fince endeavoured to deftroy
thefe goats by dogs, which are likewife very nu-
merous; but the goats have many inacceffible
places of refuge, whe;e no dogs can follow
them; and they ftill continue to afford a plen-
tiful fupply to ftrangers.

While we were here, 1t was the {eafen for the
fea-lionefles to come to land, to bring forth their
young. Thefe have bodies of a monftrous bulk,
being from 10 to 12 feet long, and near as much
in circumference. I may venture to affirm, that,
one with another, they wouid yield each a buit
of train oil.  They are {o indolent, that, as foon
as they have gained the land, they fall afleep,
and in that condition remain a month together
fo torpid, that you might fire a piftol at their
heads without difturbing them ; but where the
fea-lionefles lie, as they do in companies after
they have yeaned, to give fuck to their young,
there is always an old lion, of the lameﬂ: fize,
inceflantly on the watch, and at the aopxoach of

an
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an enemny makes a hideous roaring, threatening
death to him who fhould be fo bardy as to mo-
feft his charge ; and, in truth, were they not fo
unweildy, they would be a defperate creature to
encountes; We were accuftomed to walk a-
mongft them without dread ; for all, but thofe
who were to take care of the young, were loft in
‘the profoundeft lumbers. On the land they in-
gender, and bring forth their young, whoingen-
der alfo before they go off, againft the next fea-
fon; fo quick and fuddenly dothey increafe and
propagate.

The feals here may properly be called fea-
wolves, from rhe refemblance of their heads to
the heads of wolves, differing in that particular
from the fealsin the northern hemifphere, where
their heads are more like the dog’s. They are
naturally furly, and {narlin an angry manner, on
the approach of any body. Two fins compofe
their tails, and with the help of thefe they get
along much fafter than the lions,

Every thing one fees or hears in this ifland is
different from what 1s elfewhere to be found,
The very firucture of theifland, in all its parts,
appears with a certain favage, irregular beauty,
not eafy to be expreffed. The feveral profpelts
of lofty inacceflible hills in the day, and the fo-
ii.mrinefs cf the gloomy narrow vallies in the
might, added to the mixed, confufed noife of
the furge continually beating againft the thore,
ihe tumbling of the waters from an immenfe
precipice, the rearing of fealions and fea-

wolves,
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wolves, whofe voices are more or lefs fhrill or
hoarfe according to their youth or age, compofe
fo wild and horrible a medley, that the ftouteft
‘man muft long be accuftomed to it, before he
can tafte the fweets of refrething fleep, or
wholly diveft himfelf of terror,

© October 6, we fet fil, with nothing to fubfift
on at fea but the before-mentioned {fmoked con-
gers, one cafk of beef, and four live hogs, toge-
ther with three er four bufhels of farina., We
were upwards of forty of us crowded together,
and lying upon bundles of eels, with no conve-
nience of keeping the men clean, norany thing
to defend us from their abominable ftench ; not
a drop of water to be had without fucking it out
of the cafk through a pipe, which being ufed pro-
mifcuoully, became intolerably naufeous. The
unfavoury meorfels we daily ate created perpetual
quarrels amongft us, every one contending for
the frying-pan. All the conveniency we had
for firing, was an half tub filled with earth, which
made our cooking fo tedious, that we had a con-

tinual noife of frying from morning till night,
Thus we traverfed the ocean: happy, how-
ewer, in the thought of being once more afloat,
and cherifhing the hope that fomething would
{peedily fall into our hands. Every day, while
the fea-breeze continued, we were hard put to it,
for not having above 16 inches free board, and
our bark tumbling prodigioufly, the water con-
tinually ran over us ; and, having only a grating
' deck,
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deck, and no tarpaulin to cover it, our pumps’
would but juft keep us free.

O&ober 10, being the fourth day of our new
expedition, we fell in with a large fhip, whichI
could plam!y fee was Europe built. This ftruck
me with the dread of her being a man-of-war;
however, our cafe being defperate, I ftood for
her, and, before we could get quite up with her,
the enemy difcovered the brownnefs of our can=
vas, and, fufpeéting us, wore thip, and hauled
clofe on 2 wind to the weftward. This done,
they hoifted their colours, fired a gun, and
crouded away from us at a great rate ; but, in
about two hours it fell calm, and we had re-
courfe to our oars. In the mean time we over-.
hauled our arms, which we found to be in very
bad condition, one-third of them being without
flints, and we had but three cutlaffes; fo that we
were but ill prepared for boarding, which was
the only means we could have of taking any fhip.
‘We had but one {mall cannon, which we could’
pot mount, and thercfore were obliged to fire it
as it lay along upon the deck and to {upply it
we had no more ammunition than two round
fhot, a few chain-bolts and bolc-keads, the clap-
per of the Speedwell’s Lell, and fome bags of
beach-ftones to ferve for pariridge. In about foyr
hours we came up with this ihxp, and every one
feemed as eafy in his mind as if atually in pof—
{effion of her, But as we advanced nearer, I
faw her guns and patararoes, and a confiderable
number of men upon deck, with their arms glie-

te rmg
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tering in the fun, who called out to us by the
nimé of Englith dogs, defying us, in a feornful
way, to come on board of them, and at the fame .
time gave us a volley of great and {mall thot,
which killed our guoner, and almoft brought
our fore-maft by the board. This warm recep-
tion ftaggered a great many of my men who
before {eemed the forwardeft, infomuch that
they lay upon their oars for fome time, in {pite
of all I could do to make them keep their way,
‘We recoveréd ourfelves again, and rowed clofe
up with the enemy, and engaged them till all
our fmall thot was expended, which obliged us
to fall aftern to make {fome flugs. In this man-
ner we made three attempts, but with no better
{uccefs.

All the night it was calm, and we were bufied
in making flugs, and had provided a large quan=
tity by the next morning, when we came to 4
final determination of either carrying the thip,
or of fubmitting to her; ahd accordingly, at
day-break, I ordered twenty men in our yaul,
to lay her athwart the hawle, whilft I boarded
her in theé bark. The people in the boat put
off, giving me repeated affurances of theif good
behaviour'; but, at the very jun&ture we were
coming to altion, a gale fprang up, and fhe
went away from us,

This thip was called the Margarita, and was
the fame which had been a privateer belenging
to St. Malo’s, and mounted forty guns, all the
jaft war. In the {kirmifhes we had wich her,

Vou. 1L Bb we
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we had none killed, except Gilbert Henderfon,
our gunner ; and only three were wounded, viz.
Mr. Brooks, Firlt Licutenant, through the thigh,
Mr. Coldlea, the Mafter, through the groin, and
one of the fore-maft-men through the {mall of
his back. Two of thefe did very well, and 1
think there was {omething extraordinary in their
cure; for the furgeon had nothing to apply to
their wounds, but what he himfelf had prepared
with feals-oil, and other matters he had found
on the ifland. Mr. Coldfea, indeed, lingered in
a milerable manner for nine or ten months;
but at length recovered.
~ Our condition now grew worfe and worfe ;
for foon after we had parted from this fhip, 2
hard gale came on, which lafted four days with-
out cealing, during all which time we had not
an hour’s hope of living a minute. We wer€
obliged to fcud away under bare poles, with
eur yaul in tow ; and, having but a fhort fcope
of boat-rope, we were, on the defcent of every
fea, in the greateft danger of having the bark’s
ftern beat in by the violence of the boat’s pre-
cipitate fall after us ; and, once in particular, a
great hollow fea had like to have thrown her
upon our deck, which would have put an end
to our voyage immediately, The exceflive
fright of this ftorm made many of our people
form a refolution of geing on fhore the very
firft opportunity.
In this extremity, calling to mind M. Fre-
zier’s account of Iquique, I mentioned the fur-
prizal
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prizal of that place to the crew, which being
univerfally approved of, we diretted our courfe
to that ifland.

It was three weeks before we got this length
and having nothing to ride the bark with, we
were obliged to keep the fea with her, whilft
the boat went in between the rocks, and was
received by fome Indians on the ftrand with a
fort of welcome. The men, being landed, went
to the Lieutenant’s houfe, broke it open, and
summaged the whole village, where they found
a booty more valuable to us at that time than
gold and filver. It confifted of about fixty
buthels of wheat-flour, 120 of Calavances and
corn, {fome jerked beef, pork and mutton, {ome
thoufand weight of well-cured fith, a good
number of fowls, fome rufk, and four or five
days eating of foft bread, together with ﬁve or
{ix jars of Peruvian wine and brandy ; and,
«crown all, they had the good fortune to ﬂnd a
large boat near the fhore, to bring off the booty
wth which otherwife would have been of little
ufe to us, our own boat being already f{uffi-
ciently laden with the men.

Words cannot exprefs the joy that reigned
among us when they came an board : the fcene
was now changed from famine to plenty, the
loaves of foft bread were d1f’cr1butcd to every
one, and the jars of wine were broached; but
I took care they fhould drink but moderately
of .it, each man having no more than half a
pint to his fhare: and, after a day or .two’s

Bb2 hvmg
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living on wholefome diet, we wondered how
our ftomachs had been able to digeft our rank
and naufeous eels fried .in train oil, and could
fcarcely believe we had lived upon nothing elfe
for a month paft.

Mr. Randall, our Second Lieutenant, who
commanded in this enterprize, told me, they
did not meet with the leaft oppofition, and that
the few Indians they found feemed to be as glad
of this opportunity of pillaging the Spaniards
as we were.

The fettlement at Iquique confifts of about
60 {cattered ill-built houfes, which hardly deferve
that name, and a fmall church. There is not
the lealt verdure to be feen in or about it, nor
does it afford the leaft neceflary of life, of its
own produdt, not even water, which they are
obliged to fetch in boats from Pifagua, ten
leagues to the northward.

By two Indian prifoners we took here, we
were informed, that the Lieutenant’s boat was
then at Pifagua, and that it would not be long
before her return ; however, being determmed
to make fome actempt in the road of le Nafco,
in lat 16 deg. S. and at Pifco, in lat. 13 deg
45 mia. S. we fet fail, and the very mormncr
we came off the Sierra or high-land of le Nafco,
two hours before day-light, we fell in with a
large fhip. The circumftances of our meeting
and engaging her were, in fome meafure, the
fame thh thofc we had with the Margarita.
We met with both at the fame time in the

morning,
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morning; and, whillt in purfuit -of both, had
the misfortune of being becalmed. * We ftrug-
gled with this laft for fix or feven hours, and
were at length obliged to leave her, becaufe
the fea-breeze came in fo ftrong, and the fea
ran fo high, that, had fhe been of no force,
our {light bark muft have been in pieces before
a- third part of us could have entered her,
This fhip was called the St.'Franciico Palacio,
of 700 tons, eight-guns and ten peteraroes, and
was well manned and provided with {mall arms.

It happened very unfortunately, that we
fhould thus mifs two of the beft equipped fhips
in the private trade at that time in the South
Seas. This laft repulfe was made a pretence
for much murmuring ; many, defpairing of ever
being able to take any thing.as our condition
was, were for furrendering to the enemy, who
was all the night becalmed near us.. To pre-
vent their defign, I took care to remove. the
two boats out of their power, by ordering two
men in each of them, fuch: as I thought I
could truft, and to caft off from us ata little
diftance, that none might efcape in them: “But,
notwithftanding the confidence I had in thefe
four, the two 'in the beft boat ran away with
her; and the next day I was -informed, that
the Firlt Lieutenant and Morphew had -made
a party, too ftrong for me t6 oppofe; to go
away with the boat that was left ; but,: it blow-
ing frefh the next night, they were prevented
from executing their defign,

‘ The



igo Capramv SHELVOCK’s VOYAGE.

The next day we fiood into the road of
Pifco, as we had defigned, where we difcovered
what appeared to be a large fhip. We bore
down to her with a rcfolute defpair, and laid
her athwart the hawie; bui, to our great fatis-
faction, we met with no refiftance, and were
received by the Captain and his Officers with

their hats off, in the moft {fubmiflive manner
alking for quarter. Before we came up, I had
ordered our boat to intercept theirs, which was
going on thore. They clapped her on board,
but, not holding falt, they fell altern, and could
not fecch up with her again; fo that in this
boat was conveyed away every thing that might
have been valuable in the prize. She wasa
good fhip, of about 200 tons, called the Jefus-
Maria, almoft laden with pitch, tar, copper,
and plank, but nothing elfe. The Captain offer-
ed 1600 dollars for her ranfom, but I could not
giveear to it in the conditica which I was thenin.

"The Spanifh Captain informed me, that the
Margarita had been arrived fome time at Callao,
where fhe had given a full account of us; that
the Captain of her, and three more, were killed
in the a&ion with us, and that the Prieft and
feveral others were wounded; and that the was
now ready to put to fea again, with an addition
of ten guns and fifty men, to cruife for us:
and, moreover, that the Flying fith, a frigate
of 28 guns, was already out with the fame in-
tent.  Upon this advice, having cleared our

bark,



Carraivy SHELVOCK’s VOYAGE, 191

bark, we gave her to the Spanith Captain, and
as foon as the breeze fprang up, we weighed,
and went to fea, and in going cut met with our
boat, which I have mentioned to have left us in
the night ; they edged towards us, imagining’
we were Spaniards, by which means we got them
again. The two fellows in her were almoft dead,
having ate or drank nothing for three days, and
had juft been athore on a fmall ifland, to kill
feals to drink their blood. They had no excufe
for themfelves, but that they fell afleep, and the
faint breezes of the night had wafted us 1n the
bark away from them,

Pifco being 40 leagues to the windward of
Callao, Ikept clofe hauled till I had gained a
two degrees offing, and kept that diftance till
we had got well to the northward of Callao, and
hauled in again for the land, a little to the fouth=
ward of Truxillo, and looked into the roads of
Guanchaco, Malabriga, and Cheripe; but, fee-
ing no fhip at thofe places, I pafied between the
ifland of Lobos de Tierra and the continent;
and, Nov. 25, found ourfelves near the Saddle
of Payta, where having made fome prifoners, I
examined them concerning the condition of the
town, which they anfwered was very poor at pre-
fent, there being neither money nor provifions in
it, and fhewed me a {mall bark on the fhore,
which Captain Clipperton had fent in here a little
while before with fome of his prifoners, which
had given them fuch an alarm, that every thing
had been again removed into the country.  This

unweld
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unwelcome news did not hinder us from keep-
ing on our way, with our Spauith colours flying,
t1ll we came to the place of anchorage.

No fooner was vur anchor down than I fent
away Mr. Brooks, with both the boats, armed
with 24 men; no more of them, however, ap-
pearcd than thofe who rowed, and two or three
fitters in each, the reft, with their arms, lying in
the bottom of the boat.  Thus they advanced
towards the town, without giving the leaft um-
brage to the inhabitants, who were {o thoroughly
periuaded of our being Spaniards, that, when the
peopie landed, they found the children playing
. on the beach, who were the firft that took the
alarm, and ran away at the fight of armed men.
In an inftant the whole place was in confufion ;
the town was deferted, and nothing left in it but
& few bales of coarfe cloth, about 500 of dried
tole or dog-fith, two or three pedlars packs, and
an incenfiderable quantity of bread and fweet-
mears; {o that we unluckily had but little em-
ployment for our boats.

As we lay at an anchor in the fhip, we took a-
boat with about fifty jars of Peruvian wine and
brandy, the mafter of which told us, he was come
by ftealth from Callao, there being orders that
none but fhips of fome force fhould ftir out.
This man was the firft who acquainted me with
Caprain Hatley’s being taken, and the value of
his prizes; and likewife affured me, that, if
Captain Clipperton had landed the firft time he
was here, there were 400,000 picces of eight in

i,
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it, befides a great quantity of jeruits barl, and
other valuable commodities, of all which he
might eafily have made himfelf mafter; but he
wanted courage. Some of the King of Spain’s
treafure is frequently lodged underthe Governor’s
care; and, if he had made an atterpt, even the
{fecond time, it would have been worth his while.
As for Collan, which is two miles to the north-
ward of this, fituated near the mouth of a little
river, it is a mean place, being entirely inhabit-
ed by Indians.

From this place we dire@ed our caurle for
the ifland of Gorgona, in the bay ¢f Panama,
and in our paffage thither built a tank, or
wooden ciftern, big enough to hold w0 tons of
water, wherewith to fupply our want of cafks,
as without the help of fome fuch contrivance we
fhould have but little hopes of being ever able
to rerurn home, In our way we made the ifland
of Plate, Cape St. Francis, and Gorgonella ; and
on Dec. 2, we came to anchor to the leeward of
the northernmoft point of Gorgona, within Jefs
than a quarter of a mile of the fhore. THere we
had the advantage of filling our water-calks in
the boat, the water running in {mall ftreams inio
the {ea, and cut down our wood at high water
mark ; fothat in lefs than 48 hours we liad done.
eur bufinefs here, and hurried away to fea, for
fear of thofe who might be in queil of us.

Having got out of the track of the encmies
thips, we confulted on the beft methods of pro-
ceeding, when the majority were for going di-

Vou. 1L Cc reCily
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retly over to the coafts of Afia.  Upon this we'
changed our fhip’s name from the Jelus Maria
to the Happy teturn, and applied all our en-
deavours towards abandoning thefe coafts; but
the winds and currents were averfe to it and
fome of thofe who oppofed our departure, did fo
much damage clandeftinely to our tank, that the
greateft part of cur water leaked out.  This, to=
oether with continual contrary winds and dead
cahns, which detained us till our provifions were
much exhaufted, rendered us incapable to un<
derrake {o longa run; and therefore, to furnifh
ourfelves with what we wanted, I propofed a de-
fcent on the ifland of Quibo, in lat, 7 deg. 40
min. IN. where, by Caprain Rogers’s account, I
guefled there muft be inhabitants who lived in a.
plenurul manner on the produdt of the country,
‘On January 12, 1721, weanchor ed between:
Quibo and the ifle of Quivetta, in a fandy bay,,
commodious for woeding and watering.  The
morning after our arrival, we faw two large pi=
raguas rowing in for the ifle of Quivetta, one of
them with Spanith colours flying; and, after a
little debate, whether it would be prudent for
us to attack them in our boat or not, it was re-
folved, at all hazards, to go after them in our
yaul. This enterprize was commanded by Mr.
Brooks, our Firft Lieutenant}who found the men
on thore, brought away their piraguas, and two-
prnfoners,, the one a Mulatto, and the other 2
Negro; the reft fought for refuge in the woods.
The Mulatto momﬁed us very much by telling
sy
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ms, that a veffel laden with provifions had pafi-
ed by very near us in the night; bus, 1o make
amends, promifed to condut us to a place where
we might {upply ourlelves without any hazard,
provided we were not above two or three days
about it. No news could be more welcome to
us than this, wheretore we were very brifk in
getting off our wood and water; and, on Janu-
ary the 19th, we got fafe in between Mariato and
the ifland of Sebaco, and anchored in fix fathom
water, over againit a green field, which is in-
ftruction fufficieat, there being but that clear
fpot hereabouts. Our guide defired we might
be going at leaft three hours before day-hight,
and that then we fhould be in good time at the
plantations. Accordingly 1 embarked at two
the next morning in our ewn boat, and ordered
the two lieutenants in the two piraguas, leaving
my fon and a few men with him, to take care of
the fhip. Qur guide carried us up {ome part of
the river St. Martin, and out of that into feveral
branches of very narrow crecks amongft man-
groves, where we had not room to row, which
made me {ufpect he had no good delign in his
head; but we landed juft at day-break on a fine
favannah, or plain ; and, after a march of about
three miles, came to two farm-houfes,” whafe
owners had made their efcape, except the wife
and children of one houfe.

The place anfwered the man’s defeription,
being furrounded by numerous herds of black
cattle, hogs, and plenty of fowls of all foriss

Cc2 and



196 Carrawn SHELVOCK's VOYAGE.

and here we found fome dried beet; plantains,
and Indian corny and, for prefent ule, were en-
tertained with a whollome breakiaft of hot cake
and milk, a dict we had been long unacquainted
with. When it came to be broad day, L{aw our
fhip clofe by us, upon which [ afked our Mu-
latto, How he came to bring us fo far about #
He anfwered, There was a river between us,
and he did not know whether it was fordable or
not, I therefore fent {fome to try, who found it
vas not above knee deep.  Wherefore, to avoid
the trouble of carrying our plunder io far as we
had been led, T ordered our boats to row out of
the viver St. Martin, and to come to the beach
over againft the fhip. We had not been long
here betore the mafter of the family we were
with, being anxicus for their fafety, returned,
znd made an offer of as many of his black catile
as we fhould think fit to require ; which offer
we kindly received: and he brought us the
number we thought we could fave; vor, hav-
ing but litdde falr, and not being able to fpare
water to keep them zlive when at fea, our de-
mands were raoderate ; and the few we requir=
ed. as loon as they were carried on board, were
killed. "Their feth we preferved by cutting it
into long {lips of the thicknefs of a finger, and
then friinkling it with fo fmall a quantity of
falt, tnat we qid not ufe above four or five
pounds to a hundred weight 3 then letting it lie
together two or three hours, we hung it up to
dry in the fun, which perfeGtly cured i, and

thag
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that better than it could have been done by any
other way.

Having done all we propofed in coming here,
we departed with our decks full of fowls and
hogs, amongft which there was one withits
navel, or fomething like it, on its back.. The
Spaniards fay, that this, when wildin the woods,
is a terrible animal to meet with, althowrh at
full growth it be but {mall. *

January 25, we made a fail about two leagues
to the leeward of us: we gave her chace till we
found the was of European. ftrulture 5 and fear-
ing fthe might be one of the enemny ’s thips of
‘war, I clapped on a wind, and in half an hour’s
time it rell calm., Soon after, we faw a boat

rowing towards us, which proved to be the Suc-

cefs’s pinnace, commanded by Mr. Davidfon,
their Firit Lieutenant. My firft intérview with
him was attended by an aftonilhment equal
on both fides; he could hardly believe that he
faw us in fo mean and forlorn a condition ; and
I could {carce believe that the Succefs (if in
being) had been. all this while wandering up
and down thele feas.

Ientertajned him with a rehearfal of the con-
flant run of misfortunes which had befallen
us in the long interval fince we fzparated near
‘the coaft of I-Lnurland till our prefent meeting
that day ; and hu, on his part, entertained me
with feveral remarkable incidents, which had
happened to them in the courfe of their voyage.
Particularly, he told me, that, abouta twelve-
S month
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month before, they had taken a new French-
built brigantine, and put their officers and fhip’s
company’s plunder on board of her, which
they valued at ten thoufand pounds flerling;
that their fecond Captain, Mr., Mitchel, was in-
trufted with the command of her, and was or-
dered to go to fome ifland on the coaft of
Mexico, and to ftay there till Captain Clipper-
ton fhould join him with his fhip ; but that
they never could find the ifland fince, and,
therefore, judged that poor Mitchel, and his
men, were either ftarved, or murdered by the
Spaniards or Indians, or that he had perifhed
with the ifland, fuch fubmerfions being frequent
on thote coafts., The ftory of Captain Mitchel,
who was a very worthy man, and an expert
failor, is, in all its circumftances, a very tragi-
tal one. There was always a jealoufy between
him and his Captain, who ordered him t a
place, and pretended to give him infallible di-
rections to find it, which never could be found
afterwards, and, tis my opinion, never was above
water ; and the unfortunate gentleman, without
doubt, perithed in fome obfcure, miferable man-
ner, in quefl of a place that was never yet, and
perhaps never may be difcovered. 1In our dif-
courfe, I afked Mr, Davidfon the value of
the booty they had made, and he affured me it
did not exceed 70,000 dollars—-but that they
had loft great opportunitics~=that in October,
3720, they were in the bay of Conception, and
had the misfortune to leave three laden fhips

behind
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behind them, and miffed a fourth, which was
coming into the bay, and which was {o near as
to hail and talk to them, befides being becalined
by them j—that though it was probable their
launch could have taken them ili four, yer,
through their Captain’s deafnefs w advice, they
took none of them :—that, moreover, they had
never yet cleaned their bottom, notwithftanding
they had had it in their power to do it; and
that this negligence had like to have coft them
dear; for that, in their return from Conception,
they locked into Coguimbo, where they faw
five fhips at anchor, three of which let {lip
after them, and overtook them apace, but by
the favour of thick weather, and a hard gale
of wind, they got clear of them; and further,
that, off the port of Callao, they feli in with
the Flying-fith frigate, which was cruiling for
me in the bark, and which, by unpardonable
mifmanagement on the part of Clipperton, got
fafe from them, although deeply laden with a
valuable cargo defigned for Cadiz. 1 have been
fince informed of this by one of my furgeon’s,
mates, who was taken in the Mercury, and was.
furgeon of the Flying-fith at that time,

This was the {ubftance of my difcourfe with
Mr. Davidfon, when, in the mean time, a gale
fprung up, which interrupted us, and I bore
down 1o the Succefs, and went on board of her.
I gave Captain Clipperton, and Mr. Godfrey,
the agent-general, the whole hiftory of my
voyage hitherto, and expected that 1 fhould

have
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have been treated by them as one belonging to
the {fame intereft, but found I was.miftaken
for they were unwilling to have any thing to do
with me fince my thip was loft. However, |
conceived, that he could not be fo inhuman, as
10 deny me the fupply of fuch neceffaries as I
wanted, and he could conveniently {fpare. The
anfwer I had te this was, that I fhould know’
more of his mind the next day. Amongf the
reft of the difcourfe I had with him, he told
me he was juft come from the ifland of Cocos,
that his people were fickly, and at very fhort
allowance. Upon this, I offered my lervice to
pilot him to Mariato, which was not above
thirty leagues diftant from us, where he mighe
have refrefhed his people, and fupplied himfelf
with what he would. But this was not accepted,
he being refolved to make the beft of his way
to the T'res Marias, where, he faid, there was tur-
tle enough to be had ; fo 1 left him for that night.
The next morning, as I was going on board
of him again, with fome of my officers, he fud-
denly {pread all his canvas, and crouded away
from us, who were in the boat: upon which
I returned to our fhip again, and made fignals
of diftrefs, and fired our gun feveral times,
which was not regarded by him, till his very
officers cried out on his barbarity, and, at laft,
he brought to. When I had failed up with
him, (being exafperated at fuch inhuman treate
ment) I fent Mr, Brooks, our Firft Licutenant,
Q
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to know the reafon of his abrupt departure, and
to tell him that we ftood in need of feveral ne-
ceflaries, which, if he was not inclined to givey
I would purchale of him. Upon thefe terms he
fpared me two of his quarter-deck guns, fixty
round fhot, fome mulquet-balls and flints, and a
Spanifh chart of the coaft of Mexico and part of
India 2nd China, a half-hour, and a half- minute
glafs, a compafs, and about 300 weight of falts
but with all the arguments 1 could ufe, 1 could
not prevail on him to fpare us the leaft thing out
of his furgeon’s clieft for the relief of Mr. Cold-

fea, our mafter, who had been ready to die of
~ his wounds received in the erigagement with the
Margarita, for above three months paft. When
this was concluded, T again afked him, if I could
be of any fervice to him, and affured him, 1 had
a pretty goed fhip under foot, though fhe made
but a poor figure, and believed [ could hold
him way, and that he knew our cargo was pretty
yaluable. Toall chis he anfwered, that, if T had
a cargo of gold, he had no bufinefs with me, and
that I muft take care of myfelf. Mr. Hendry,
the agent, and Mr. Rainer and Mr. Dodd, Lieu-
tenants of matines, feeing tut little profpect that
we fhould ever get home, and being weary of
the work that was impofed upon them; defired I
would let them go on board the Succefs, for a
paffage to England ; whick ! confenting to, they
went oni board accordingly, and Clipperton left
us to fhift for ourfelves, near the ifland of Canos
Having purchafed this fupply, I was for going to

VYou. 1L Dd the
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the fouthward into the bay of Panama, to try
our fortune there ; but the majority oppofed me
through fear, and were for going to the Tres.
Marias, to falt tnrtle there, and then firetch over
for India. We direéted our courfe thither 3 and,
a few days after, met with the Succefs in queft of
Sonfonnate, where they expeted to receive the
Marquis of - Villa Roche’s ranfom. That noble-
man had been fome time a prifoner with them,
and his wife was now at Guatimali, a city within
30 leagues of that port. We ranged clofe under
their ftern, and afked how Captain Clipperton
and the reft of the gentlemen did, but it was
not thought proper to return any aniwer; fo
without any concern, he fteered one way, and
we another. After this, calms, and contrary
winds, and unaccountable currents, reduced us
t0-a very {mall allowance, which we were oblig-
ed to diminith daily, and thould have been in
deeper diftrefs than ever, had it not been for the
turtle which we tock on the furface of the wa-
ter.  We had a continual look-out for them, and
they were ealily known, at a great diftance, by
the number of fea-birds that perched on their
backs. Upon fight of thefe, we ufed to lay afide
the advantages we might have made of the wind,
to embrace the opportunity of prolonging our
provifions. Upon the whole, though we loft.
fome of our way in purfuit of turtle after this.
manner, it was not the greateft inconvenience
that attended us; the drefling it made a great
can{umption of our water, the quantity of which

decreafed
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decreafed upon us very fuddenly, by the conti-
riual ufe of it in boiling the turtle with plantain
flower. 'This relapfe into a fhare of famine,
threatening us with fpeedy and certain perdicion,
if means were not uled to avert it, made me
propofe the plusdering of {ome {mall town as
we coafted along the fhore. Guatulco was the
neareft to us: but the very morning we were
fteering in for this place, at fun-rifing we faw a
fail a confiderable way to leeward of us. We
thoughe it would be better to take this thip than
to venture on {hore, and therefore we bore down
to her, who in the end proved to be the Succefs.
We now met with a double baulk, both asto
our hopes or Guarulco and the fhip; for we
were by this accident got fo far to the leeward
of Guatulco, that it was needlefs to beat up fo
far agamnft the wind for an uncertainty, when we
had a gale, that, had it continued, would have
carried us to {fome better port.

But the winds were but a few hours propi-
tious, and were fucceeded by perpetual con-
trary gales, which deftroyed all our hopes, and
brought us down to a {mall earthen plate of ca-
lavances, a kind of {fmall bean, for 24 hours,
which not being fufficient to keep us alive, we
had recourfe to the remainder of our fmoked
congers, which had for fome months been neg-
leCted, and lain foaking and rotting in the
bulge water. They were certainly as difagree-
able food as ever men eat.

Under thefe calamitous cxrcum{’c:mces did we

Dda meeg,
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meet with the Succels a fourth time, near the
portof Angels; and, after having made the ap-
pointed fignal, we ftood fo near to one another,
that, to ufe the fea phrale, a bifket might have
been toffed from fhip to fhip, but we did not
change a word with each other ; for, Captain
Clipperton, as I have fincé been informed, had
ordered all his officers and fhip’s company to
take no notice of us: and, though he was fo
truly fenfible of the difficulties and hazards we
had to cope with, if our defign was to go for
India, that he faid, The child that was bornthe
day befere would be grey-headed with age be-
fore we fhould arrive there (intimating by that
expreffion, that it was impofiible for us to do it),
yet, notwithftanding, he, without any remorfe,
could fee us on the brink of fuffering the great-
eft feverifies our ill fortune could load us with,
and not lend us a helping hand to deliver us
from the impending ruin.
~ Thus furrounded on all fides by prefent
want and threatening difafters, we, onthe 12th
of March, being off the port of Acapulco, faw
a thip between us and the fhore. I bore down
to her, till perceiving her to be a large Europe-
built fhip, with Spanith colours flying, I con-
cluded the was the Peregrine, who, as 1 had
been informed, had carried the Prince of St. Bu-
eno, who had been Viceroy of Peru, to this port
in his way to Spain. With thefe fufpicions, be-
ing as yet unwilling to run ourfelves fo immedis
arely into the enemy’s clutches, I hauled again
- on
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on a wind, which he feeing, he pulled down his
~ Spanifh, and hoifted an Englith enfign, and made
the fignal agred on between Clipperton and me
for knowing one another. Had they been in any
other part, I fhould have been fo far from enter-
taining any thoughts of fuch a change in him,
that 1 fthould have looked on all his fignals as
the artifices of the enemy, who might have ac-
quainted themfelves with them by the informa-
tion of fuch of our men as they might have taken
prifoners, But now, making no doubt that it
was he, | bore down to him, and being come
along his fide, he fent Captain Cook, his fecond
Lieutenant, in hisyaul, with an obliging letter
to me, to inform me, he was cruifing for the
homeward-bound Mapilla fhip, and defiring [
would affit him 1n the enterprize, and come on
board of him ths next morning, propofing a
union of our two fhip’s companies. I was very
well pleafed with this offer, and, without hefita-
tion, returned him word that I would be with
him early, '

-In the mean time, I read over his letter pub-
licly to my people, and exHorted them ferioufly
to confider of the great benefits that would ac-
erue to us on all fides from it. Upon which they
all exprefled the moft refigned willingnefs to join
in the undertaking. But, as Clipperton had ufed
us fo unhandfomely before, they defired I would
get fome fecurity for their fhares, figned by Cap-
tain Clipperton, Mr. Godfrey the agent, and the
seft of their officers, I went onboard, and, ac-
: cording
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cording to their requeft, Capt. Clipperton, and
Mr. Godfrey, the owners agent, immediately
drew up an inftrument fully worded for the
purpofe, and they and all the other officers
figned it. This was all my people wanted to
make them eafy.

~ We then proceeded upon our main bufinefs;
and, after mature deliberation, it was thought
moft advifeable, that I fhould {end the greateft
part of my men on board the Succefs, as{oon as
we faw the Manilla fhip come out of Acapulco,
and leave only a boat’s crew with me to bring
me away, in cafe I [hould have occafion to make
.ufe of my {hip as a fire-fhip, or a {moaker, which
we jointly propofed to do, if we found the ene-
my too hard for us ; and it was determined to
board her at once, as we fthould otherwife have
much the worft of it, on account of their
{uperior weight of metal, and the better capa-
city of their fhips, which are built very ftrong,
to bear a cannonading. Clipperton affured me,
be was certain of the time when fhe would fail
from this port, which the Spaniards fay is always
within a day or two afier Paflion-week, of which
we had a fortnight yet to come.

Before I returned to my own thip, I acquaint-
ed Captain Clipperton with our flender ftock of
provifions, but particularly with our fhortnefs of
water; and he told me he had 80 tons of it on
board, and he would fpai’e me as much of itas I
would have, or any thing elfe his thip afforded.

I'had
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1 had now the pleafure of being reftored to
my command in as regular a manner as ever
every one, from the higheft to the loweft, ex-
prefling the fatisfaction he had in the profpect
before uvs. But Morphew, that ringleader of
all our diforders, fearing my refentment, thought
it was his beft way, to infinuate himfelf into the
favour of the Captain and Officers of the Suc-
cefs, which he did effectually, by an humble,
fubmiflive, outward deportment, and prevailing
prefents. In fhort, he had his end, and left me;
but, the next morning, Mr. Rainer, who atted
with us afterwards as Captain of marines, came
on board of us to vifit his old thipmates, and
{o continued.

Thus we cruifed in good order, and with a
great deal of hope, until March 14, when, to-
wards evening, Clipperton, contrary to his ufual
cuftom, firetched a-head of us about two leagues,
without lowering {o much as a top-gallant-fail for
us to come up with him. I could not but be a
little frartled at this, as being quite contrary to
his ufual method. However, I kept ftanding
after him, as I thought, in the night, till we
were almoft in the breakers on the (hore, which
of courfe obliged us to tack, and ftand cut to
fea again, admiring all the time that we had
had no fignal for going about. The next morn-
ing we had no fight of any fhip near us, which
laid me under the moft terrible apprehenfions,
confidering the bad condition we were in for
want of water, and the vaft diftance we were at

from



268 Cabram SHELVOCK’s VOYAGE.
from any place where we could expeét to get &
tecruic of any, baving now no choice left, but
either to beat up 220 leagues againft the wind,
to o to the Tres Marias, or bear away 2 much
more confiderable diftance for the gulph of
Amapala, or the ifland of Cacos:

But, notwithftanding our diftrefs, I'kept our
cruifing ftation for him two or thiree days. At
lalt it was refolved to bear away to the firft con-
venient place to water at and, in truth, itwag
time, for we were now 40 odd men, who had
but three bugs of water for a run of 300 leagues
and upwards, on a coaft fubject to long calms;
variable winds, and uncertain currents.

It was afterwards told me, that the night
Clipperten left us, he affembled all his officers;
and told them it was his intention immediately
to quit the coaft. His officers temonftrated ¢
him on the barbarity of doing this without ac-
quainting Captain Shelvock with his intention;
and fparing us fome water; But he put off
their ferious expoftulations with an inhuman
fneer, faying, That, if I fhould, through want;
be obliged to furrender to the enemy, 1 fhould
only thare the fame fare, that, perhaps, {fome
others ‘had met with befere me.

Thus this man, perhaps, through an excefs
of mear_z-fpiritedneié, and dreading the engage-
ment with a thip that was always known to de-
fend itfelf with fome obftinacy, neglefted as fine
an opportunity as moft of our nation have ever
had of taking thit thip, which, as 1 was informed;

by
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by fome Spamaids from Manilla, when I wasin
China, came out of Acapulco abouta week after
we left the cruize—[For Capt. Clipperton’s ac-
count‘ of this tranfaction we refer the reader to
the preceding voyage.] ‘
On March 30, in the evening, we entered
the road of Sonfonnate, and, as the fun fet, faw
a fhip at anchor there, It belng a moon-light
night, 14 ent the firft Licutenant, with fome of
the beft hands, to difcover what this thip might
be; On his return he informed me, the fhgp
was a large one, of one tier of guns at leaft,
1 neverthelefc continued to ply in ali the night,
and prepared for action. At day-light we
found they had hoifted a jar of powder, con-
taining about ten gallons, with lighted maich,
at each main and fore yard arm, and at the
bowlfprit end, with defign to let them fall on
our decks if we boarded them. This contri-
vance, if it had taken effe®, would have foon
made an epd of both fhips, and of all that were
in them. Seeing them fo delperate in their pre-
parations, I expefted 2 warm difpue with
them; and, by what [ could fee, they were, in
all points, fuperior by much to us in {trength,
At eleven in the morning, the fea-breeze
came in, and ran us upon them very faft, whillt
our fmall arms were brifkly and effeCtually em-
ployed to break their powder jars, before we
came to board them, which we did without de-
lay, and, after the exchange of a few fhot when
on board of each other, they fubmiicted,
You. 11, E e This



210 Carrain SHELVOCK’s VOYAGE,

~ This fhip was called the Sacra Familia, of
300 tons, lix guns, and 70 men; befides a
great pumber of {mall arms, with fome grenade
fhells and fhot.  She had been, for {fome time
before, arrived from Callao, with wine and
brandy ; but had now nothing in her but fifty
jars of gunpowder, and a fmall parcel of rufk
and jerked beef. In thort, the could hardly be
{aid to be worth the trouble we took, and the
rifques we ran for her: but fhe was reputed to
be a better failor, and was vifibly better fitted out
than our own ; wherefore I changed fhips, and
we all went on board our prize, which was
equipped in the warlike manner we found her,
and commiffioned, on purpofe to take us.

A merchant, the efcrivan of the fhip, being
on board, defired we would {ell him the Jefus
Maria, which we agreed to, and fent him on
fhore to raife the money for that purpofe ; and
at night he came off with another Spanifh gen-
. tleman, and brought us a letter of advice from
the Governor on fhore, fignifying that there
was a treaty of peace on foot between their Bri-
tannic and Catholic Majefties, which was what
we had not before heard of. However, I fent

to the Governor, fignifying thzt 1 fhould be
very glad to fee the proclamation and articles
and that thereupon, 1 fhould be ready to obey
the commands of my Sovereign; fo we came
to an agreement with the Governor to lye in the
road till he fent to Guatimala, 50 leagues dif-
tant, for thofe papers, provided he would fup-

ply
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ply us with water and provifions. On the 5th
of April, the Governor fent on board two
papers, which, by the beft interpretation we
could get of them, did not appear to us to.be in
the form of proclamations. We told thofe who
brought the papers aboard, that we were in
great want of an interpreter ; upon which they
faid, there were fome Englithmen at Guati-
mala, whom they would fend for, if we would
ftay three days for them, and that they would
iupply us with water and provifions till that
time ; which we agreed to, and they defired we
would fend our boat on fhore every mornmg for
the fupply. Accordingly, on the 7th of April,
we {ent our boar on fhore with Mr. Brooks, our
firft Lieutenant, and five men. This officer,
men, and boat, the Governor detained under a
flag of truce, and, at night, fent off a fmall
boat, with two of our men, with a letter from
himfelf, and another from Mr. Brooks. His
letter fignified, that, if we did not deliver up
our fhip to him, he would declare us pirates.
And Mr. Brooks, by his, informed me, that it
was his opinion, that the Governor was endea-
vouring to bully me into a furrender, having
fpoken very ambiguoufly of a ceffation of arms :

notwithftanding which, 1 fent the Governor 2
letter, fignifying, that, if we could be fecured
of a fafe and fure condué for ourfelves and ei-
feCts to Panama, and from thence, by the way
of Porto Bello, be conveyed to any..of our
Britith plantations, we would come to a farther
; Hez2 treaty 3
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treaty 5 which if he intended, he was defired tor
fignify it by Gring two guns as foon as he had
reched this advice, and by fending back my
officer and men; if not, neceility would oblige us-
to fail. At three in the morning, (the Governor
having fhewn no fignal; nor fent any word) we
welg hed our anchor, yet lay to in the bay till
ten, but then mads fdl., being forced thereto for
want of water ; having, however, no other in-
“tent, in cafe of the certainty of a peace, than
to deliver ap the {bip we were now in at the
firft convenient port, as was Ognified to the Go-
vernor by letter.

Being now got out to fea, we reduced our=
felves to a piat of water for 24 hours each man,
and direéted our courfe for the gulph of Ama-
pala, which was about 35 leagues to the E.S.E,
of this'place, in order to get a frefh fupply.
The lofs of my officer and boat’s crew, fenfibly
diminifhed the number of white faces, and we
thould have been fo much weakened by it, that
we fhould never have been able to manage thié,
great fhip, with her heavy cotten fails, if we
had not taken with us our negro prifoners, who
proved t6 be very good failors. The lofs of
our boit was 2lfo a very great inconvenience to
us; but as T only chought of taking water
encugh to carry us to Panama, where we were
f_ully refolved o furrender, if it was really
peace, [ imagined we might make fhift without
her, and get fuch a quantity as we m’cht want
in two or Lbrce days titne, :
The
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The winds were favourable, and we arrived
¢here on the tenth following in the evening. As
foon as we had entered the gulph we found our~
felves in the midft of feveral fmall iflands, one
of which was the ifland of Tygers, where we
expeted to find water 3 but our expeltations
proved vain, for, after a hazardous and fruitlefs
fearch not .only on that, but on fome of the
greeneft of the other ifles, there was not the
leaft drop of frefh water to be found, by us, on
any of them. v

In this miferable condition, threatened on all
fides with inevitable deftru&ion, unfit for the
fea, fearful of trufting ourfelves in the cruel
hands of the inhabitants on the thore, quite dif-
pirited by the continued courfe of misfortunes
which had hitherto been our conftant atten-
dants; but, above all, lamenting this unhappy
baulk in not finding water where we fo much
expected it, which had reduced us to fuch extre-
mities as we had never known before 3 in thort;
ready to fink under the burden of our calami-
ties, we weighed our anchor on the 13th of
April before day-break, and ftood out from
this gulph. And now having the open fea be-
fore us, I brought my people in general to an
obftinate refolution not to furrender on this
part of the coaft, let the confequences be ever
fo miferable. Upon this unanimous agreement,
with not 4o gallons of water in the fhip, and
no other liquids to fupply the want of it, we
€ame to {o {mall an allowance as half a pint of

water
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water for 24 hours; and even this allowance
was rather too large, there being no place, that
we knew of, where we could get any more,
pearer than Quibo, to which ifland, about 200
leagues diftant from us, we fhaped our courfe,
but having very uncertain winds and weather,
we were 13 days at this allowance. Our fuffer-
ings from the extremity of thirft are hardly to
be conceived ; fome drank their own water to
allay the burning heat within them, but though_
this meiftened thexr mouths, it increafed their
mifery ; fome drank large draughts of fea-water,
which was near putting a period to their lives;
while others eat juft enough of the calavances
-moiftened with water to fuftain life, and thefe
fuffered the leaft.

At length we were fortunately relieved, by
falling in unexpectedly with the ifland of Cano,
in lat. g deg. N. where feeing a run of water, Mr.
Randall, without dreading the dangerous furf,
pafled through the breakers, and, to the unfpeak-
able joy of all the company, foon returned on
board with his jars filled ; but as he could not
bring off more than 6o or 7o gallons, I took
care to reftrain our people in the ufe of it, allow-
ing to each man only a quart for their imme.
diate ufe : and I was the more firict in this diftri-
bution, becaufe Mr. Randall affured me, the
breakers were fo dangerous, that he believed we
fhould not be able to get at any more.

Being willing, however, to make another trial,
1 next day fent the boat{wain, to endeavour to

procure
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procure a further fupply ; but, after wafting the
whole day in fearch of a {mooth beach to land
upon, he could not fee one {pot where he durfk
venture on fhore. Therefore, thinking we had
a ftock fufficient to carry us to Quibo, I weigh-
ed anchor, and in ranging the ifland I acciden-
- tally difcovered a fmooth beach, where the lit-
tle boat getting on fhore, the crew filled nine jars,
which lafted till we arrived at Quibo, where we
anchored at the fame place we had twice an-
chored at before. Here we confulted about fur-
rendering ourfelves to the Spaniards, being
within 80 leagues of Panama, a place of lictie
or no ftrength towards the fea, and but little
frequented by the enemy’s thips of war, where
we could treat with them at a diftance, and be
truly informed how affairs ftood in Europe,
During our deliberations we wooded and wa-
tered at leifure; and fome [learched the woods
for fruits to refrefh us, by way of prevention
againft the fcurvy, which we had been all along
lefs fubjeét to than any fhip I ever faw or heard
of in fuch long runs. Thofe who were thus
- ulefully employed brought us papas, guayavas,
caffia, limes, and a fmall kind of white four
plumb, which was much eaten and admired by
moft of us; but, by its viclent operation, it put
a ftop to our proceedings for fome days. How-
ever, we foon recovered, without any bad {fymp-
toms, and made an end of wooding and water-
ing, and fet fail, fully determined to furrender at
Fanama. Inour way we pafled by a great many

fmalk
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{mall 1lands, but the moft remarkable are, Mons
tuoli, Sebaco, and the 1ile of Picara, which lies
on the weltern fide of Quibo.

[Veay 15, afmall bark, taking us for Spaniards,
bore duwn to us, the malier of which was in the
greatelt confternation when he found his miftake;
but recovercd when he heard we were bound tor
Panamna to turrender, and readily offered his pilot
thither, his vellel, called the Holy Sacrament,
being pound o that port, laden with dried beef,
pork, and live hogs, which, as (he was leaky,
he defired that 1 would take in tow. I wasglad
this bark fell into our hands, and readily com-
plied with his requeft, becaufe, if we found the
Governor of Sonfonnate’s account to be falfe, we
might be thoroughly enabled by this help to go
to India. In the mean while, it had remained a
point yet undetermined, who fhould be the per-
fon entrufted with the flag of truce; for my peo-
ple, having known much treachery, were appre-
henfive the perfon fent would only, or chiefly,
make good his own cafe and that of his friends
to the Governor, and not care what became
of the common men. At laft, my fon was
judged the fitteft to go, as he would furely re-
eurn, if it were purely for my fake. Other dif-
ficulties were fiarted that could not fo eafily be
removed, notwithftanding which, we kept on
our way, fully fixed in our refolution.

May 17, another fmall bark came down upon
us, but having ftood pretty near to us, fhe bore:
away again, and ran on fhore dire@ly, at the ha-

zard
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gard of the lives of every foul on board. This
unaccountable behaviour, gave us good reafon to
believe, that the governor of Sonfonnate’s ace
eount of a ceffation of arms was groundlefs.

May 9, we faw afail a-head of us, ftanding
along fhore, and being defirous of fpeaking with
he:, I let go the bark we had in tow, and made
all the fail we could after her. We gained very
little upon her all the day ; but had, neverthe-
lefs, gota great way a-head of our bark, wherein
were four of our own people and five Spaniards.
However, notwithftanding night came on, all

-our fail was kept abroad, and next morning we
were withia gun-fhot of her. I immediately ors
dered our colours to be ipread, fired a gun to
leeward, and fet a man to wave a flag of truce; |
but, on fight of our Englith enfign, fhe fired a¢
us, and fo continued to do, with her decks full
of men, abufing us with the grofleft appellations.

- I made no return until I came clofe upon their
quarter, and then I fent one of their countrymen
to the bowfprit end, to inform them in Spanith,
that we were bound to Panama, and defired to
treat peacéably with them, and hoped, at leaft,
they would have fome regard to the white flag
which they faw flying ; but they fhill continued
their fire ; and prefuming, as I fuppofed; by our
quiet behaviour, that we were unable to defend

ourlelves, they were preparing to board us, which

I no fooner pereeived than I met theny with our

. helm, and gave them fo warm a falute, that they

- fteered round off from us. We jult miffed get-

Vo, 1L Ff ting
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ting hold of them, but it falling almoft imme-
diately calm, we continued our engagement for
the fpace of two or three hours at the dxﬂance
of mufguet-thot. . At length, a brecze wafting us
nearer to them, we found that as falt as we ap-
proached, fo faft did their courage cool. .Thegr
Caprain, however, ftill bravely encouraging his
people, and expofing himfclf in the openeft
manner, was fhot through the bedy, and drop-
ped down dead 3 upon which they immediately,
and with one voice, cried out for quarter, and
put an end to the difpute. Mr. Randall, and
two or three more, went on board the prize, and
found the prifoners in the moft fubmiffive pof
ture, alking for mercy, which was granted,
though they had no great reafon to expet it,
after their direct breach of the laws of arms and
nations in firing at a flag of truce.

The moft confiderable prifoners, being brought
on board, informed me, that their fhip, called the
Conception de Recova, belonging to Callao, was
of the burthen of 200 tons, and laden with flour,
loaves of fugar, bales of boxes of malmalade,
jars of preferved peaches, grapes, limes, and the
like, mounted fix guns, and had 70 odd men on
board. In thisengagement, the Spanifth Cap-
tain and a negroe were killed, and one or two
flightly wounded. Cn our part, our gunner was
{lightly wounded by a piftol ball, and our main-
maft had a {mall piece carried out of the fide of
it. We had now about 8o prifoners of all co-

Jours, though we ourfelves were not above 26.

Amongft
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Amongft our prifoners we had feveral of note,
particularly Don Baltazzar de Abarca, Conde de
Rofa, an European nobleman, who had beeen Go-
vernor of Pifco, apd was now upon his return to
Spain, together with Captain Morel, who had
formerly been taken by Captain Rogers. They
were all treated with the utmoft civility, which
they the more wondered at, becaufe, froma felf-
conviction of their own ungenerous behaviour
towards us, they could not but expeét to have
been dealt with quite otherwife, ‘

The winds and calms prevented our joining
the Holy Sacrament, the prize we had left be-
hind us, till May 22, when we bore down to her,
and were furprized to find no foul on board, but
that her decks and quarters were covered with
blood. By many circumftances it plainly ap-
peared, that the Spanith crew had butchered
thofe who were left to aflift them, while they
were afleep ; otherwife it could not have hap-
pened, that five unarmed Spaniards could have
overpowered four Englithmen completely pro-
vided with arms for their defence. It is very
probable, however, that thefe murderers paid
with their lives, the lofs of thofe lives they had
taken away ; for, being above four leagues from
the land, and having no boat with them, they
probably jumped into the fea on our approach,
~ fearing, if they fell into our hands, to meet the
vengeance due for fo horrid a crime. Thatpartof
the deck which was dyed with gore they endea-

voured to cover, by throwing the flocks and
| - Ffz ~ fuffings
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ftuffings of beds over it; fo that till thefe were
removed, the blood was not to be feen.

This tragical accident puta damp to the plea-
fure we had enjoyed for a day or two paft on the
account of our late prize. = Our prifoners, at fuch
a fad and fuddea change, began to be alarmed,
and looked at one another as if they all ex-
pected to be the vi¢tims of our revenge upon
this unhappy occafion.  On the other hand, I
was fearful left thefe apprehenfions fhould urge
them to fome defperate attempt, they being 5o
in number, and we not above 17 on board of
our own fhip, and, when we were all together,
not above 25 that could ftand to arms. In this
dilemma, 1 ordered all the prifoners into the
ftern gallery, except the nobleman, and fome of
the chief officers, and a guard to be kept in the
great cabbin,

The Spanith gentlemen obferving this, let fall
fome expreflions whereby I perceived they were
afraid I intended to proceed to feverities towards
their people 5 but I affured them, that, if I wag
of forevengeful a nature, the laws of my coun-
try forbad me from indulging it that I aded
under my King’s commiffien; and that the na-
tural abhorrence our nation had to barbarity,
might quiet their fears, and make them perfe&-
ly eafy. They then, on their part, in the moft
folemn manner difelaimed the very thought of
an attempt upon our lives; and aflured us, on
their honour, that they thought they fhould
pever be able to make a juft return for the

generous
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generous treatment they had met with. It was,
however, prudent to fecure our prifoners of the
meaner fort, and when we had fo done, we
hauled the Holy Sacrament along-fide of us.
She was half full of water, and the greateft part
of her dried beef was wet and {poiled, buc all
that was not damaged we took out, together
with fome live logs. We alfo took out of the
Conception a twelvemonth’s provifion of bread,
flour, fugar and fweetmeats, and a like propor-
tion for the Succefs, whom I expeéted to find at
the Tres Marias, being then a firanger to Clip-
perton’s faithlefs defertion. I likewife took
from them their launch and their negroes;
for confidering we had a large fhip, and a
run of 175 degrees of longitude to fail, which
was little lefs than half way round the world, I
thought we could do no other than reinforce
ourfelves with thefe blacks, who are common-
ly good failors in thefe parts; and, indeed, we
afterwards found we fhould never have reached
the coafts of Afia without them.

Thus having fupplied ourfelves with every
thing the Conception afforded, I fuffered our
prifoners to return to their own thip again; but
the chief of them would not leave me till they
had drawn up a writing, which they figned,
whereby they acknowledged the circumftances
of our engagement, in the manner I have already
related, Infhort, no people, circumftanced as
we were, could part in a more friendly manner
than we did. Thus
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Thus were we put by our defignof furrendering,
and were going to undertake a long and hazar-
dous voyage to Afia. Our ftrength was indeed
confiderably augmented, for we had now 15
guns, and ammunition encugh to {upply them.

Before we proceeded any farther, it was necef-
fary to get in afull flock of water. The ifland
of Quibo was hazardous for us, being too near
Panama; it was therefore determined to ply up to
Cano, where, having a good boar, we foon did our
bufinefs. Inour paffage thither, the fweetmeats
of all kinds, which we had taken out of our
late prize, were divided among the mefles. It
happened that one of the fellows, one day, com-
plained he had a box of malmalade which he
could not flick his knife into, and defired it
might be changed. I opened it, and found in
it a cake of virgin filver, moulded on purpofe
to fill fuch boxes, and being very porous, it
was of near the fame weight of fo much mal-
malade. In overhauling the reft, we found five
more of thefe boxes. This was a contrivance
to defraud the King of Spain of his fifths, which
he claims in all the filver taken out of any of
the mines in Peru. We doubtlefs left a great
many of thefe boxes behind us, fo that this de-
ceit ferved them in a double capacity, to defraud
their king’s officers, and blind their enemies.
An affair as vexatious as this, is faid to have
been difcovered too late on board a prize the
Succels had taken, where they found a very

confiderable
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confiderabie quantity of Pinna’s or virgin filver,
in the form of bricks, very artfully plaiftered
over with clay, and dried in the fun, which be-
ing all the confiftence they give their bricks in
that country, they were taken to be really fuch,
and a great number of them were thrown over-
board as fo much rubbifh, without any ditco-
very of what they were, till the four or five
laft pieces. How true this may be I can’t fay,
but it was reported to be, as matter of fact, by
feveral of the officers belonging to Captain
Clipperton.

I muft here obferve, that every thing we took
in the Conception was divided among us ac-
cording to the Juan Fernandian articles, and
,that I had no more than f{ix inftead of fixty
fhares. They would not fo much as allow me
the money [ had laid out at St, Catherine’s, which
was upwards of a hundred pounds. [ had fome
difficulty to perfuade them to run to the north-
ward fo far as California; and was obliged to
ufe many arguments to prevail upen them to
believe that the harbour of Puerto Seguro was
the only port of fecurity where we could fafe-
ly lay down and refit our fhip; but having ac
laft obtained their confents, I weighed from
Cano, fteering to the northward, and had fa-
vourable gales for 48 hours; but then came on
the conftant, or what may be called the trade
wind on this coaft, which being as contrary to
us as they well could be, I was willing o try
how far off thefe winds might prevail, which,

in
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in my opinion, may be called the eddy of the
true trade wind, whofe courfe may be perverted
by the interpofition of this vaft mountainous
continent,

Accordingly I found, that, at the diftance of
60 leagues, we had light winds and variable, and
that, at the diftance of between 70 and 8o
leagues, it fettled at E. N. E, and N. E. 1
therefore kept at this diftance from the land
till we had run up to the height of 20 degrees
north. In all this paffage, we were not in the
leaft fenfible of any currents, and entirely out of
the way of certain riplings and overfalls of wa-
ter, which we frequently met with nearer to the
land, and which often furprized us when we
were becalmed in deep water,

In this paflage we were accompanied by vaft
fhoals of fith, and were continually incommoded
by numerous flocks of the bitds called boobies,
making our fhip their refting place, which
fouled our yards and deck with their dung as
faft as we could clean them. However, for
change of diet, fome of my people made ra-
gouts of them, and the fmoakers made ftems
for their pipes of their long wing-bones,

We fell in with Cape Corientes in the begin-
amg of the month of Auguft, and were carried
away to the iflands called the Tres Marias, by
a hard gale at {fouth, and came to an anchor
under the lec of the middlemoft of thefe iflands,
but could fee no fign of the Succefs having been
there. After a tedious fearch on all the three

lands
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iflands for fre(h water, there was nothing like a
flream of it that we could find. This was the
more aftonithing to us, as ene or two of our
late navigators have repotted that frefh water is
to be found there in fufficient plenty. It may
have been fo when they were there; but we
were unfortunate enough to feek, when none
was to be found.

After employing three days in a fruitlefs
fearch, I ftretched over for the coaft of Cali-
fornia, and arrived there on the 11th of Auguft.
The inhabitants, as {oen as they difcovered us,
made fires all aleng the thore as the fhip ran by
them ; and, towards the evening, it falling calm,
two of them came off to us on a bark-log, but
were a long time before they would accept of
our invitation to come on board of us, At
length, they ventured in; when, in a moment,
{eeing our blacks promifcuoufly ftanding toge-
ther with us white men, they, with very angry
countenances, feparated them from us, and
would hardly fuffer them to look at us. They
talked to us with great vehemence, but we could
comprehend nothing more of their meaning, than
that they rejoiced to fee us. Night coming on,
they took their leave, and we gave them a knife
or two, an old coatr, and fome other trifles,
which feemed to pleafe them very well.  They
exprefled themfelves by figns in fuch a manner,
that we could guefs they gave us repeated invi-
tations to go on fhore with them.

Var. 1L _ G g Qn
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‘On Sunday the 13th of Auguft, at day-break,
we found ourfelves near Puerto Seguro; which:
may be readly known by three white rocks,.
not much unlike the Needles of the Ifle of
Wight, and you muft keep clofe on board the
outermoft to fetch into the bay. ‘We entered
Puerto Seguro, furrounded by numbers of fmall
embarkations of the inhabitants, while the fhore,
on all fides, was crouded with Indians, whofe
numbers vifibly increafed by multitudes which
flocked together from the adjacent parts.  Our
anchor was no fooner down, than they came off’
to us in fhoals, fome few on their bark-logs,
but moft of them {wimming, talking and call-
ing out to one another in a noify and confufed
manner, but fuch as plainly fhewed how defirous.
they were to come to us. Our fhip was in an
inftant full of thefe {warthy gentlemen quite
naked, and amongit the reft was their King, or
Chief man, who, unexpectedly, delivered to me
his batoon,: or enfign of royalty, which I imme-
diately returned to him. This man, notwith-
ftanding the wildnefs of his appearance to us,
had a good countenanee, and his behaviour had
fomething that was very engaging in it. I was,
at firflt, at a lofs to know how to entertain our
numerous guetts, butatlength I thought of re-
galing them with fome of our liquid {weetmeats,
.which we had in great plenty. . This they liked
extremely, and the {poons, which were moftly
filver, they returned with great honetty.

Flaving
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Having thus commenced a friendthip with
ithem, at day-break next morning our boat
went on fhore to cut wood and fill water; and
before the fun was up, we were again crouded-
with our former guefts, who fcemed as if they
could never be weary of gazing at us. T'o keep
up the amity we had already contralted with
them, I ordered a grear boiler to be carried on
fhore, with good ftore of flour and fugar, and
a negroe cook, who was contmually bmlmg of
hafty pudding for the numbers of {petiators
on the beach; and it really behoved us to en=
deavour to keep in their favour, for on fecinga
few of our men rolling great and cumberfome
cafks of water over the heavy fand, it inclined
them to help us. To this may be added, afenfe
of the kind treatment they met with from us,
and the particular readinefs of their chief to
ferve us, by thewing his people a good example ;
for, after Mr, Randall my Lleutenant, he him=
felf tock up the fecond log of wood to carry to
the boat, and was immediately followed by two
or three hundred of .them, who, encouraged by
his example, all took to the work, repaying our
civilities with their fervices, and every day they
{eemed more and more fond of us.

Mean while, the rumour of our arrival was
{pread through all the neighbouring parts, and
fome of the clans, different from thofe who in-
habited the fhores, came daily to take a view of
us. Thofe who came from any diftance in the
country could not {wim ; and that they were dif-

Gge ferent
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ferent from thofe we had firft feen on our arrival
‘here, appeared by their manner of painting
themfelves, and by other little diftinétions
_ which were vifible amongft them ; but they all
united to affit us, nor were any of them idle
but the women, who ufed to fit in companies
on the fcorching fand, waiting for their fhare of
what was going forward, which they ufed to re.
ceive very thankfully and without quarrelling.

Having done all our bufinefs here, in the
fpace of five days, on the 18th-of Auguft, in
the morning, we prepared for our departure in
the afternoon, We employed the morning in
making a large diftribution of fugar amongf(t
the women. To the men we gave a greag many
knives, old axes, and old iron, which we had
taken in our prizes. Thefe were the moft ufe~
ful things to them, and of which they ftood
moft in need; in return for which, fome of
them gave us bows and arrows, deer-fkin bags,
live foxes, fquirrels, and the like, Great many
of the men ftaid in the fhip all the while we
were purchafing our anchor, and it was not till
we were under weigh that they all jumped over-
board to jain in the lamentations of their couns
trymen on fhore.

The men in this fouthern part of California,
are tall, ftraight, and well made; their limbs
are large, their hair coarfe and black, and bare-
ly reaches down to their fhoulders. Their women
are of a much fmaller fize; their hair is much
Jonger than the mens, and with it fome of their

faces
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faces are almoft covered. The men go quite
naked, and have not the leaft thipg to cover any
part of them, except their heads, round which
they wear a band of red and white filk-grafs,
adorned on each fide with a tuft of hawk’s fea-
thers. The women, on the contrary, wear a
shick fringe of filk-grafs, which hangs down to
their knees, and have either a deer’s {kin, or the
fkin of a large bird, carele(ly wrapped over their
fhoulders.
- Nothing can be mare wild and favage to look
at, than thefe people at firft fight : burt there is
a wide difference between what they feem, and
- what they really are ; for, by all we could dif=
cern in their behaviour towards one another,
and in their deportment towards us, they are
endued with great good nature.

They feem to lead a carelefs life, and to en-~
joy every thing in comman amongft them; and,
having nothing but their daily food to provide,
they are ftrangers to thofe numerous grati-
fications, the want of which multiply dlf’creﬁ'es

~ among nations more civilized and more refined.
~‘Their contentment makes them honeft, for they
never offered to fleal even the things moft ufe-
ful to them. Ina wordsthey feem to pafs their
lives, according to the notions we have of the
pureft fimplicity of the earlieft ages of the world,
before diicord and contention were heard of a-
mongft men. Having no enemies, they livein
perfect peace and harmony with one another.
Hounting and fithing are their only employ-
ments,



230 Capraiv SHELVOCK’s VOYAGE,
ments, except making the inftruments they ufe
in thefe purfuits, which are the fimplelt that can
be. They have no canoes, and go to fea on bark-
logs ; but they are the moft expert divers lever
beheld By their fimple manner of living, and
their continual exercife, they liveto a greatage ;
and yet, what is very furprizing, they do notap-
pear to be very numerous, confidering the extent
of their country. Their only enemies are the wild
beafls, and of thefe there are plenty in the woods
and forefts, They do not appear to be fo jea-
lous of their women as they have been reprefent-
ed; for we had the company of {fome hundreds
of them, young and old, without any reftraint
from the men. Two things were remarkable,
that ‘they never would fuffer us to take fnuff,
but would earneftly take it from us whenever
we attempted it; nor would they ever fuffer
us to look through a fpying-glafs, which I had
frequent refort to, to fee how our work of woode
ing and watering went on. In thefe two in«
ftances, they always toek upon them to con-
troul us, and in thefe two only; the caufes of
- which we could never learn.
. They go out to fea on their bark-logs, which
areonly compofed of five logs of a light wood,
made faft to each other by wooden pegs, rowing
with a double paddle ; and with their harpoons,
which are made of a fort of hard weod, they
ftrike the largeft albicores, and bring them in
when ftruck. This was altogether furpnzmg
to us, who had fo often cxperxenccd the (’:rengtf;
G
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of that fifh, and the difficulty of getting them
into our fhip, when either hooked or ftruck,
Ogre would imagine, that as foon as thefe Indi-
ans had {iruck one of thefe albicores, on his
light embarkation, it would run away with him
and his bark-log; but they either ftrike them
fo as to give them fome mortal wound, or have
fome particular way of ma—naging them, for
they ftruggle and refift in vain.  When we were
in this port, 1t was apparently their fithing fea-
fons but by the number of deer-fkins one fees
amongft them, it is natural to conclude they
have alfo their {feafon for hunting. The fkins
of their deer are grey, and fo are the fkins of
their foxes and {quirrels; of all which, it is like-
1y, they cat indifferently, as of moft other ani-
rals that become their prey.  Of birds amongfk
them we faw fcarce any, buta few pelicans.
What thefe Indians ufed inftead of bread is
very remarkable. It is a {fmall black feed of an
oily fubftance, which they grind much the fame
way as we do our chocolate, and afterwards
make it vp in fome fuch manner. The look ef
thefe black lumps or rolls {fo made up, is not very
inviting, yet the tafte is not very difagreeable,
When they want todrink, they go to the river.
- Their arms are bows and arrows. Their bows'
are about fix feet in length, and their arrows
feem to be fomewhat too long for their bows,
Their bow-ftrings are made of deer’s finews, and
their arrows are compofed of a hollow cane for
LWa
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two-thirds of their length, and the other third
next the point is of a heavy kind of wood,
which is headed with a piece of flint, and fome-
times with a kind of agate, the edges of which
are indented, or cut in teeth like a faw. They
. made no manner of fhew of their arms to us,
and it was rarely that we faw them in the hands
of any of the men. The women had them in
the woods in fearch of game, which may be
thence prefumed to be fome part of their em-
ployment. Upon the whole, they may be truly
faid to be a happy people.

Aug. 18, I failed, as before-mentioned, from
Puerto Suguro, and the fame evening we took
our departure from Cape St. Lucar, in latitude
"23 deg. 50min. N. bound to Canton, in China,
the moft likely place where we could hope to
meet with Englith fhips homeward bound for
Europe.

Aug. 21, we difcovered an ifland bearing
W. S. W, 110 leagues diftant from Cape St.
Lucar, T endeavoured to get in with ir; but
night coming on, 1 could not lofe time to view
it.  This ifle my people called after my name,
From hence we fteered gradually into the paral-
lel of 13 deg. N. but had our way ftopped for
two or three days by wefterly winds. We were
aftonithed at fuch an unforefeen delay, and be-
gan to dread we might meet with many fuch
reverfes of winds in this paffage; nor could we
conjecture, or conceive what might be the caufe
or caufes of them, In the midft of this, the

ufual
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ufual trade-wind prevailed again, and delivered
us from the fears and apprehenfions we had
been involved in upon this occafion. With this
we proceeded on our paflage, keeping the pa-
rallel or track of the thirteenth degree of north-
ern latitude, except when we judged ourfelves
to be near the fhoals of St, Bartholomew. We
then ventured tofaila degree more northerly, and
fo continued to do for arun of 6o or 70 leagues.

About a fortnight afier we had left California,
my people, who had hitherto enjoyed an unin-
terrupted {tate of health, began to be afflicted
with a ficknefs which particularly affeéted their
ftomachs. This we tock to be owing, in a great
meafure, to the quantities of f{weetmeats they
were continually devouring, together with the
dried beef, half devoured with ants, cocke
roaches, and other vermin, which was their daily
food. This ficknefs increafed every day, info-
much that, cut of our {mall number, we once
‘buried two in one day, one of whom was John
Poppleftone, our ingenious armourer, who was
of fuch ufe to us on the ifland of Juan Fernan-
dez. Before we had ftretched with favourable
gales the length of Guam, moft of my people
were fick and difabled, my fhip began to be
very leaky, and, toadd fill to our misfortunes,
we had the i1l luck to have one of our pumps
fplir, and rendered ufelefs.

Under thefe circumftances, we met with black

and difmal weather, with tempeftuous winds,
Vou. I1. Hh flying
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fiying and varying all round the compafs. Thefe
boifterous gales raifed fuch a tumbling fea, and
our fhip labeured fo much in it, that the knee
of her head, and the whole beak-head, became
loofe ; fo that the bowiprit fetched way, and
played with the motion of the fhip, which it
continued to do all the time we were out at fea,
and till we arrived at Canton. Qur main-maft
ftood for fome time without fhrouds on the lar-
beoard fide, till we could unlay our beft cable to
make more, having knotted and {pliced the old
throuds till our labour was in vain,

"In the midit of all this {icknefs and diftrefs, I
myfelf was taken viclently ili, and had no hope
to recover till a fit of the gout gave me fome re-
lief. Great was our want of every thing fit or
comfortable for perfons in fuch a ftate of fick-
nefs; yet, about the beginning of OQober, we
paffed by Guam; and, though upon the very
brink of perifhing, we dared not venture in, for
fear the inhabitants fhould take the advantage
of cur weaknefs, and make fome attempt upon
our lives,

From Guam [ direCted my courfe for the
ifland of Fermofa, And now, though the length
of our voyage was decreafing very faft, our fick-
nefs was daily increaling upon us in a much
greaer proportion; and woft truly it may be
faid, that both our fhip and ourfelves were no
longer fit for the fea. It was the 3d of No-
vember before we had fight of that ifland, and
the 1cth, before we could get any fort of direc-

tions
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tions to enable us to reach our intended port,
At length, as we were paffing through a very
narrow channel, between a couple of iflands, 2
fitherman took notice, by our cautious manner
of working, that we were {trangers, and made
figns to us to bring our fhip to, till he came up
with us; when we made him underftand in
general, that we were bound to Macao, and he
made figns that he would conduct us thither, if
we would give him as many pieces of filver as
he counted little fith out of his bafket, which
amounted to 40. We accordingly counted out
40 dollars into a hat, and next day he took us
in charge, and anchored us fafe in the road of
Macao, near the entrance of the river of Canton,

Soon after ourarrival, there came off tous a
great many of the Succefs’s people, to make us
a vifity I was amazed at the fight of them, and
was very glad to hear their ftory. They faid,
their Commamder, Clipperton, left me defigned-
ly 5 that they went directly to Guam, where they
were very well refrefhed, and fupplied with pro-
vifions ; that their Captain fold the Governor a
great quantity of powder and fhaot, and feveral
other valuable things, and permitted the Mar-
quis of Villa Rocha, who was his prifoner, 1o go
on thore there 3 that Mr. Godfrey the agent, and
a marine officer, went to fettle the accounts for
what {upplies of things they had had ; and that,
as foon as they were landed, and the boat come
off again, Captain Clipperton weighed with his
fhxp, in order to attack a fhip of 20 guns from

" Hhas Manilla,
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Manilla, that had lain quietly in the road in
company with him ail the time: that in ap-
proaching her he ran his own fhip upon the
rocks, and foon found the enemy was prepared
for him: that, his condition being delperate,
and fuppofing the lofs of his thip inevitable, he
had recourfe to his cafe of brandy, and took {o
abundantly of it, that he fell on the deck, and
fnored out his time in a beaftly manner, whilft
his Firft Lieutenant, Davidfon, in his ftead, un-
dertook the command of the fhip, which he
bravely executed till he was killed: he was
fucceeded by Captain Cook, their Second Lieu-
tenant, who made a handfome refiftance, and
got the fhip afloat again, after the had Jain on
the rocks forty-eight hours: that they loft
their prifoner the Marquis de la Rocha, and
alfo Mr. Godfrey, the agent-general, with the
officer already mentioned ; which gave the thip’s
company {o much diftafte, that they would not
{uffer him to have the command of them an
more, and, locking him up in his cabbin, chofe
Captain Cook to take charge of the fhip.
They had, it feems, much bad weather be-
tween Guam and Amoy in China, whither
they got with much difficulty 3 and there made
a dividend of all they had taken, half to the
owners, and half to the fhip’s company. Clip-
perton defigned for the firaics of Malacca; but
his people, fearing he had no good intentions,
would go no farther with him than Macao, that
being a Chriftian port. Upon their arrival
theres
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there, the Governor ordered Clipperton into
cuftody. It feems he had broke prifon for.
merly from thence, where he had been confined
(as far as could be lcarned) om account of
his having run away with Dampier’s com-
miflion and one of his prizes; but upon pro-
ducing his Majefty’s commiffion now for the
Succets, they gave him no farther trouble, and
only contented themfelves with fleecing him a
litcle.  Here he fold his fhip, the Succefs, for
about 1000l {terling.—{Such is the account
given by Captain Shelvock, for the informa-
tion, as he fays, of the gentlemen-owners, who
will never, either publickly or privately, be let
into the truth of that ftory.}

But to go en, Nov. 12, about noon, a pilot
came off to us, and we immediately weighed,
and entered the river of Canton, where, finding
the Bonita and Haftings, two Englith country-
fhips, I anchored, and fent off an officer, to
defire them to inftruét us how to behave our-
felves in this poit, and to acqguaint me with the
cultoms of it. To this they anfwered, thart,
fince the Cadogan and Frances, two L.uropean
Englith fhips were lying at Wampo, they would
advife me to fend up to their fattories at Canton,
to acquaint them of our arrival, and with the
realons which obliged me to come into that
river, which I accordingly did the next day. I
now thought I was going to reft a little from
my laboursy but, to my misfortune, I {uffered
as much here, all circumftances confidered, as

{ had



238 Carramy SHELVOCK’s VOYAGE.

1 had in any former part of my voyage ; for the
evening we anchored at Wampo, where the
Englifh fhips commonly lie, there happened an
accident which gave occafion to much trouble,
One of my men, beingin a hurry to remove his
effe@s on board the Bonita, in order to go in
her to Fort St. George, the Bonita’s boat was,
in her way to their {hip, purfued by a Hoppo,
or cuftom-houfe boat, who wanted to fearch
her. The fellow, beirg in liquor, and fearing
they would take away the fiiver he had with
him, fired a mufquet at the purfuers, and killed
the officer.  Early the next morning, the corpfe
was laid at the door of one of the Englifh houfes
or faclories, where Chinefe officers, appointed for
that purpoie, waited for the firlt confiderable
Enghifbman that fhould come out, without any
regard to whom this act of violence and murder
was to be impured. It happened that the Super-
cargo belonging to the Bonita, was the firft that
came out; un him they feized, put him in chains,
and led him, by way of exampie, about the fub-
urbs of Canton.  All that could be faid or done
by the molt confiderable of the Chinefe mer-
chants who were in commerce with the Eng-
lith, availed nothing; till my man, who com-
‘mitted the fadt, was delivered to them, and
then the Bonita’s Supercargo was foon after re-
leafed.

It 1s the cuftom in China, at leatt at Canton,
to exact a certain fum of money from all thips
that come there, according to their meafures
ment, which is divided into rates or portions of

firft,
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firft, fecond, and third. I therefore every day
expelled the Hoppo to come to meafure my
fhip, but was given to underftand, that I muit
go up to Canton before that could be done,
though even at the hazard of my life. 1T ac-
cordingly went, and ftaid two days at the Ca-
dogan’s fatory, during which time I was hour-
ly alarmed by fuch ftories as made me fear that
I thould, indifpofed as I was, be dragged away
from my bed, and put in irons: but at the
end of two days, I was obliged to go down
again to the fhip, to be prefent at the meafure-
ment; and a day afterwards the Hoppo came
with a numerous retinue, and {eemed to do his
bufinefs very quietly, but would not let me
know what was the fum he intended to exact.
This gave me much trouble, for I began to
think the Chinefe, through a falfe report of our
great riches, had an intention to gratify their love
of money by a heavy impofition; and in this I
was not miftaken.

I had not been here many days before I was
deferted by all my officers and fhip’s company,
who were continually employed in removing
their effets from on board my fhip to fome of
the Europeans, without my knowledge, as I was
all the time confined to my bed. My officers
were engaging the Indian gentlemen in their in-
tereft, and had left me and my fon, with a few
negroes, to look after the fhip. In thort, my
fhip’s company had fo many ways of difpoling
of their effects, that it was impofiible to oblige

them
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them to do what I fhould have thought juftice to
the gentlemen in England and to myfelf. In
a word, they were all foon recovered of their il-
nefs by the afliftance they met with here, and
were become their own mafters. The gentle-
men who prefided over the trade, {fo little con-
fidered our cafe, that they had half a mind to
refule me 2 paflage in one of their fhips;.and,
in effeét, I was treated by them almeft as one

enemy might treat another in a neutral port.
The Captains Hill and Newtham, when they
firlk came to fee me, were aftonifhed at the ruin-
ous appearance of my thip; and when I had
given them a thort hiftory of my voyage, and
defired they would receive me with my effelts,
they anfwered, that, fince they plainly faw my
{hip was inno condition to ftir any farther, upon
paying our patiage, they would entertain us as
foon as we plealed. This I depended upon, and
expeted to have no farther trouble than to re-.
niove ourfelves atany time 5 but,on the contrary,
i found that I had ignorantly applied to the
wrong perfons, and that my addrefs thould have
been to the Supercargoes, by which means I was-
left neglecied, while the Englifh Captains were
ordered to fall down with their thips five or fix
miles below us.  Thus was I left deftitute in the
compeny of five foreign fhips, who, perceiving
my own countrvmen to be {o carelefs of me,
ﬁuere‘ fa k’m'd as to ofier me their fervice, and af-
{ifted me with what they could; and, had it not:
bicen for them, I don’t know what I might have
fuffered,
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fuffered, for I was under perpetual alarms that
the Chinefe had a defign to chop my thip, that
is, to feize her,

Having found out my error in applying to
the Captains, and not to the Supercargoes, 1
fent up a letter to them, not to defire, but to de-
mand a paffage for me, my officers, and thip’s
company, which I was fenfible they could not
refufe, and indeed they did not; but their con-
defcenfion was accompanied with a charge to
the Englith Captains, not to receive any thing
belonging to us, except it was configned to the
India Company in England. This was an ar-
ticle which my people utterly rejected, vowing
they would as foon throw what they had into
the fea, as comply with fuch a demand ; for my
part, it gave me noconcern, being confcious to
myfelf that I had infringed none of their privi-
feges., At the fame time that I was acquainted
with this intention of receiving us as paffengers,
1 was alfo informed of the Hoppo’s demand for
anchorage in the river, which was no lefs than
6000 tahel ; and, to quicken mein the payment
of this exorbitant fum, there was a penalty an-
nexed to this extortion of 500 additional tahel
for every day we failed in the payment of it
In thort, there was no means by which I could
evade this unconfcionable impofition; and as it
was g day before I could poffibly fend the 6000
tahel up to Canton, they required 500 tahel more
for negle& of payment; fo that they received
from me, upon this extraordmary occafion, the

VOL 1L ii full
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full fum of 6500 tahel, equal to 2 166}, 13s. 4d.
Englith money. This was, as is apprehended,
about fix times as much as the Cadogan paid,
which was the largeft Englifh {hip there, and
meafured a third more than mine. 1t was now
high time to get out of my thip; but before ]
quitted her, 1 fold her for 2000 tahel, which
money, and the reft of my effects, were con-
figned to the India Company.

Towards the latter ¢nd of December, 1722,
I failed in the Cadogan, commanded by Captain
John Hill, in company with the Frances, Cap-
tain Newfham, who, failing better than we, left
us as foon as we were out at fea. Captain Hill,
finding his {hip very tender, put into Batavia,
where we continued about 10 days, and were
informed there were feveral pirates in thofe feas ;
we, therefore, when we departed from Batavia,
joined the Dutch homeward-bound fleet in Ban-
- gam-bay. ‘The Dutch Commodore promifed to
affift us in woeding and watering at Mew-ifland,
the water at Batavia being very bad ; but on our
Joining Capt. Wewfham in the ftraits of Sunda,
the Dutch made that a pretence to leave us be-
fore we got the length of Mew-ifland ; and Capt,
Newlbam alflo deferted us the fame evening, fo
that we were left to curfelves. ‘ o

: \/.Ve coq;inued at Mew-illand fix or féven days,
d”}"v“% V‘_’hmh time feveral boats came to us from
fr:nc;‘s'lﬂand, and brought us turtle, cocoa-
fputs, "pine-apples, and other fruits.

50m(¢ Of l;hc quplc having .fe.cn Wild cattk:
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£razing near the firand, went on thore with de-
fign to kill them ; but before they had advanc-
ed pear enough, they difcovered a fmall tyger,
and faw the track of an old one, vpon which
they retired to the boat, At this place fome of
the gentlemen belonging to this fhip, ia their
outward-bound paffage, {aw a rhinoceros.

From Mew-ifland we had a very pleafant
paflage to and about the Cape of Good Hope,
which, in my opinion, was greatly owing to Cap-
tain Hill’s geod conduét, incoming in with the
land betimes, I mean upen the eafternmoft part
of the bank, and keeping a moderate diftance
from the land. I cannot be pofitive, but I think
'we never exceeded a degree in diftance from it,
generally lefs, and fometimes even made the
land itfelf.

In this courfe, I do not rememiber that we teok
in our top-fails above twice ; once for a fguall,
which was over in an hour’s time ¢ and; ancther
time, being threatened by the appearance of bad
weather, Capt, Hill made all the requifite pre-
parations to teceive it, which done, he ftood in
for the land 3 and, in a few hours, we had fair
weather, a favourable gale, and all our fmall fails
fer, at the fame time thar there remained greac
appearance of foul weather to the fouthward of
us; which continued for feveral days afterwards,

I have obferved before, that the Frances and
the Dutch fhips had feven days the advantage
of us, by leaving us in the ftraits of Sunda, not-
withftanding which, we gained the Cape about
' Iiz2 as
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as many days before the Frances, although fhe
failed fo much better than we : and, as to the
Dutch fhips, there was no appearaace at all of
their arrival when we left the Cape.

The officers of our fhip, by comparing theut
accounts with thofe of fome of the Gentlemen
belonging to the Frances, found that the had
fuffered a great deal 8f bad weather ; whilft we,
who were 10 leagues, or thereabout, to the
northward of them, or nearer the fhore, enjoyed
fine plealant weather and fair wind continually,
till we arrived in the Table-bay, which we did
the latter end of March. This I fhould think
of fufficient weight for any other to purfue the
fame track. Here we found Governor Boon, in
the London Eaft Indiaman, and ethers, bound
for kngland.

Whilft we lay at the Cape of Good Hope,
nothing remarkable occurred, and it has been
fo often defcribed, that I can fay nothing of it
that has not been faid by moft who have been
there before,

From the Cape of Good Hope we had an
agrecable paflage to the ifland of St, Helena,
and from thence to England,

We made the Land’s-end in the latter end of
July s and, being come into the Britith channel,
met with britk gales from the weftern quarter,
with thick foggy weather.

Qa July the zoth, in the evenmg, we an-
chored under Durnenefs and the fame night
{fome of the Supercargoes and paflengers, and

amongft
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amongtt the reft myfelf, hired a fmall veffel to
carry us to Dover, where we arrived early the
next morning, and the fame day proceeded to-
wards London, where we arrived on the firlt
of Auguft.

Thus ended a long and unfortunate voyage
of three years, feven months, and fome days;
after having failed very confiderably more than
round the circumference of the earth, and hay-
ing gone through a great variety of dangers
and diftreffes, both on fea and fhore.

Coo e



"CoMMODORE A NSQOINS

vV O %Y A G E

ROUND THE WORLD.

T 7HEN, in the year 1739, the Spanifth
V depredations had roufed the national
refentment, and the pacific miniftry who then
were entrufted with the adminiftrarion of affairs,
found it impoflible any longer to prevent a war
with Spain, feveral projects were propofed, and
feveral plans formed, for diftreffing the enemy
in the moft effetual manner, by cutting off the
refources by which alone they were encouraged
¢o continue their infults, and by which alone
they could be enabled to fupport a war,

Among the reft, two expeditions were planned
by Sir Charles Wager, then at the head of the
admiralty, and two gentlemen named by him
for carrying them into execution ; which were
no fooner laid before the privy council to be
examined than they were unanimoufly approved.

Captain Anfon, who was nominated to com-
mand the one, being cut upon a cruife, a veflel
was difpatched to crder himn to return with his
thip, the Centurion, to Portfmouth ; and Mr.
Cornwall, who was appointed to command the
other, was acquainted with the honour con-
ferred upen him, and direted to prepare ace
cordingly.

There
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There are not to be found in the annals of
Britain two expeditions, remote in the deftina-
tion, yet having s connetion one with the other,
that promifed equal advantages with thefe to
the nation, equal honour to the promoters, or
equal wealth and glory to the commanders:
but by what fatality thefe expeditons were
changed, or by what ftate-craft one came to be
laid afide, and the other delayed,—who were the
traitors that betrayed the {ecret of their deftina-
tion, or who the demon of feduction was that
perverted the grand defign to the pitiful purpofe
of one {ingle pilfering project,—remains at pre-
fent among thofe fecrets, which, perhaps, a fe-
\cond Da;r]mple in fome remote period of time,
may difcover; when it will probably appear how
much the influence of Chilian gold had aperated,
in defeating the moft formidable projeét for the
humiliation of Spain that ever was devifed;
and how eafy it is for a prime minifter of Eng-
land, in the plenitude of power, to defeat the
belt concerted meafures, backed and fupported
by the King in his council, when either pride,
envy, avarice, or emulation, may prompt hlm
to eppofition.

The project, as firft intended, was to confift
of two ftrong fquadrons; one under. Captain
Anfon was to take on board three mdepcndent
companies of 100 men each, and Bland’s regi-
ment of foot (who was himfelf to command

ihe land forces), and was to fail with all pof-
fible expedition by the Cape of Good Hope }t10
’ the
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the city of Manilla, in the ifland of Luconia, of
which city and ifland frequent mention has al-
ready been made in the courfe of this work
while that commanded by Captain Cornwall, of
equal force, was to proceed round Cape Horn
into the South Seas, there to range the coafts of
Chili, Peru, and Mexico; and when the Com-
mander in Chief had made himfelf mafter of
the royal treafures in that quarter, he was then
to dire his courfe to the Philippines, and join
the fquadron of Captain Anfon. This done,
they were to at in conjuntion, as circum-
ftances fhould arife, or to wait for frefh orders
from Government to proceed on frefh enter=
prizes. The reader will perceive, at firft view,
the vaft importance of this noble undertaking,
calculated at once to enrich the nation, and to
determine the war without the effufion of much
blood ; for the places intended to be attacked
were at that time incapable of refiftance; and
as they were in pofieffion of the royal tieafures,
any failure in the return of which muft of ne-
ceflity oblige Spain to fue for peace, that
haughty nation muft thus have been fubdued
without a battle. But pofterity will ftand amazed
when they are told the iffue of this proje&t, on
}vhich Sir Charles Wager was {o intent, that, tho’
it was the 1oth of September before Captain
Anfon arrived in town, yet by the 18th he had
received orders to take under his command the
Argyle, Severn, Pearl, Wager, and Trial floop,
and to proceed to victual the fame with the ut-

moft
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moft expedition, Before the end of December
fuch difpatch had Been made by that vigilant
officer, that the thips were in readinefs to take
the troops on board; but in January, when
Captain Anfon attended the Board to receive
further orders, he was told by Sir Charles, that
the Manilla expedition was laid afide, for what
reafons he knew not, but that the expedition to
the "South Seas was {till intended ; and that he
and his {quadron, as their firft deftination was
now countermanded, fhould be employed in
that fervice. .
" Accordingly on the 1oth of January, 1740,
he received his commiffion as Commodose ; yet
it was not till the 1oth of June that he obtained
from the Duke of Newcaftle his Majefly’s in-
ftructions ; and even then fo many obftacles
were thrown in the way, fo many difficulties
ftarted, and fo many delays contrived, that, be- .
fore he was permitted to fail, which was nog
till the latter end of September, the Spaniards
were fo well informed of his deﬁcms, that a .
perfon who had been employed in the South-
Sea Company’s fervice, arrived from Panama, -
and was able to relate to the Commodore moft
of the particulars of his ftrength and deftina-

tion, from what he had learnt among the mer<

chants before he left the South-Seas : but a ftill
more extraordinary proof of their early and
perfect intelligence was difcovered afterwards,
in the courfe of the voyage, when the Pearl,
being feparated from the reft of the fgnadron,

Voz.‘ I, Kk in
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in a ftorm, on the coaft of Brazil, fell in with the
Spanifh fleet, that, during the unprecedented de-
lay, had been purpofely fitted out to ruin the ex»
pedition, and found Admural rifarro fo well in-
ftru&ed in the form and make of Com. Anfon’s
broad pendant, and thofe he employed had imi.
tated it fo exaétly, that Capt. Mitchell, who com-
manded the Pearl, was decoyed by it within gun.
thot, before he was able to difcover his miftake.
All delays being at length overcome, the
fquadron, confifting of five men of war, a {loop
of war, and two vittualling fhips, namely, the
Centurion, of 60 guns, 400 men, commanded
by Captain Anfon, as Commodore; the Glou-
cefter, of 50 guns, 300 men, of which Richard
Norris, Fiq; was commander; the Severn, of
50 guns, 300 men, the Hon. Edward Legg,
Efq; Commander ; the Pearl, of 40 guns,250
men, Matthew Mitchell, Efq; Commander ; the
Wager, of 28 guns, 160 men, the Hon. John
Murray, Commander; two vittuallers, the In-
duftry and Ann pinks, the largeft of about 400,
and the other about 200 tons burthen ; were or-
dered to take the troops on board at St. Helen’s,
But how much the numbers, ftrength, and pro-
bability of fuccefs, of this {quadron, were dimi-
nified by the various incidents that took place
in near a twelvemonth’s procraltination, may
fully be conceived by what has already been
faid. Had the honourable Board from whence
the firlt idea of the expedition originated been
permitted to direct, all the old and ordinary
feamen
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feamen on board the fhips would have been ex-
changed tor fuch as were young and able; the
full complement of each fhip would have been
ma’e up; and the falc provifions which had
been {o long on board in the Channel would
have been remanded on fhore, and frefh provi-
fions replaced in their room: but, inftead of
thefe neceffary precautions, the Captains were
glad to retain their old crews; the deficiency
in the numbers of which, amounting to more
than 300 men, was no otherwife made up than
by fending on board about 100 cripples from
the hoipitals, and a party of raw marines who
had never been at fea before: nor were they
more fortunate in the change that was made in
the land-forces ; for, inftead of three indepene
dent companies, of 1co men each, and Bland’s
regiment of foot, as firft promifed, they had
only 400 invalids from Chelfea allotted them,
‘one part of whom was incapable of ation by
their age and infirmities, and the other part ufe-
lefs by their ignorance of their duty. But this
diminution of firength was not the greateft mif
fortune that attended thefe meafures ; the im-
portance of the time which was wilfully wafted
was in its confequences the fource of all thofe
calamities to which the enterprize was after-
wards expoled, by obliging the Commodore to
make his paffage round the Cape in the moft
tempeftuous feafon, when, as it was forefeen,
almoft all the invalids, to a man, perithed long
before they arrived at the place of action, ex-

Kkze piring
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piring in a moft lamentable condition when they
came to be attacked with the {curvy, with their
wounds bleeding afrefh, which had been healed
fome of them 20, fome 30, and fome 40 years
betore.

But to proceed: Of this voyage there are
two very authentic ana well-written accounts ;
one by Pafco Thomas, the mathematical mafter
on board the Centurton, who failed in her out
of the Britifh Channel, and returned with her
in fafety when fhe arrived at Portfmouth, and
was an eye-witnefs and careful obferver of all
that paffed : the other by the Rev, Mr. Richard
‘Walters, Chaplain to the above fhip, who re-
ceived his materials, and every other affiftance
neceffary to authenticate his narration, from the
Commander in Chief.

We have chofen to follow the former in the
narrative of falts, as moft exact and leaft liable
to impofition ; but, in the explanatory part, we
fhall copy the latrer ; becaufe, though Mr. Tho-
mas fuffered nothing material that paflfed to
efcape his notice, there were many things tran-
facted, the motives for which he could only
guefs at; but thefe motives Mr. Walters has,
by means of the Commodore’s affiltance, been
able to explain,

“ Being quite ready about the beginning of
September, 1740, we put to fea three different
times, but were as often put back to the road
of St. Helen’s, by contrary winds and flormy
weather. At laft, on Thurfday, Sept, 18, we

falled
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failed in company with the Lark and St. Alban’s,
two of his Majefty’s fhips, and feveral merchant-
fhips, befides our swa fguadron 3 and Saturday
evening faw fome cn-of-war, and a large fleet
of merchantmen, waiting for us at Torbay. At
one in the afterncon we joined them ; and the
Commodore hoilted his broad pendant, which
was faluted by all his Majefty’s thips in the fleet
with 13 guns each. The King’s fhips which
joined us here were, the Dragon, Chatham,
Winchefter, and South-Sea-Caftle, and near 200
fail of merchanimen uader convoy, fome of
whom were bound to the Mediterranean, and
others to feveral parts of North America. We
had at prefent the command of the whole fleet
and this fame afternoon, feeing a fthip to the
fouth-weft. we made the Zragen a fignal for chaf-
ing her ; but the proved one of our own fhips,
too far a-head of her ftation. At four this af-
ternoon, the Start Point bore from us E. by N.
at the diftance of eight leagues.

Monday the 22d, we faw two fail to the weft-
ward, and fent the Trial Sloop to f{peak with
them. They were Dutch fhips bound to Cura-
foe, with foldiers for their gatrifons there.

Thur{day the 25th, the Winchefter and South-
Sea-Caftle, with the merchant-fhips under their
convoy for Virginia, and other parts of North-
America, parted from us, and proceeded on
their refpective voyages. And Monday the 29th,
the Dragon, Chatham, St. Alban’s, and Lark,
with the merchant-thips in their charge for the

Medi-
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Mediterranean, did the like s and we had now
no fhips left in company but our own proper
fguadren.

“Tuefday the goth, we fpoke with a Duich
man-of-war, who came from Malta, bound for
Amifterdam.

Friday, Ollober the 3d, we {poke with two
Englith merchant-thips from Lifbon for New-
York, and the 8th we {poke with a French {loop
from Rochelle. The 13th, ene Philip Merrit,
a common failor, died, which I mention becaufe
he was the firft man weloft on the veyage. The
next day, by an order from the Commodore, we
went to {hort allowance ; that is, one third of
the allowance granted by government is kept
back, in order to make our provifions hold out
the longer. The 23d, we {poke with a fhip
from Liverpocl, and the next day with another
from Glafgow, for the Cape de Verde iflands;
as aifo with a fmall brigantine from Falmouth
for Madeira, who kept us company thither,
The pext day we {pske with a Dutch thip from
Surinam for Holland. The 26th, at 6 o’clock in
the morning, we {aw the land bearing W. N. W,
diftance fix leagues, and at four in the even-
ing anchored in Fonchale road, in forty fathom
water, a-breaft the town of Fonchale, and about
a mile and a half from it. During this whole
paflage, we had almoft continually contrary
winds, and boifterous uncertain weather ; by
which means, a paflage which is very common-
ly made in 10 or 12 days, took us up 38.

Our
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. Our bufinefs in this place was only . water,
and take in wine, and fome private ftocks : but,
foon after our arrival, we were informed, that
they had feen from the ifland, to the weftward,
about 16 or 18 fail of thips for feveral days to-
gether, which were fuppofed to be a jun&icn of
French and Spanifh Ships of war 3 and as we had .
reafon to imagine that our expedition had long
been known, there was little room to doubt, but
that thofe fhips were defigned to intercept and
deftroy us before we could attempt any thing to
the prejudice of Spain.  On this news the Com-
modore fent out an Englifh privateer which lay
in the road, with one of his own officers, to fee
if they could difcover them at fea, and what they
were; but fhe returned the next day, having
- made no difcovery.

Nov. 2, Captain Norris, at his own reque(t
being in an ill ftate of health, with the conlent
of the Commodore quitted the command of the
Gloucefter, in order to return to England. The
Gloucefter was hereupon given to Captain Mit-
chel, the Pearl to Captain Kidd, the Wager to
the Hon. Captain Murray, and the Trial floop
to David Cheap, our Firft Lieutenant; and as
one of the Lieutenants of the Gloucefter had
quitted with Captain Norris, our two mates, who
had long depended on the Commodore, were
preferred to be Lieutenants on this occafion.

The 4th, at four in the afternoon, we weigh-
ed and put to fea, withall the fgdadron uader

our
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our command. An Enghth floop, which lay in
the road, faluted us at our departure with nine
guns, to which we returned five,

The 6th, at four o’clock in the evening, we
faw the ifland of Palma, one of the Canary
iflands, in the latitude of 29 degrees north, and
longitude from the meridian of London 19 de-
grees 44 minutes well, The {ame day we fpoke
with a French {hip from Maricilles bound to Mat-
tinico, and the next morring with a Dutch fhip
from Amfterdam bound to Batavia, the metropo-
lis of the Durch {ettlements in the kaft-Indies,

The r1th, about four in the morning, we
crofled the Northern Tropic for the firft time
in this voyage, in long. 24 deg. 24 min. weft
from London,

The 16th, being in the latitude of about 12
deg. 20 min. and the contract with our vittual-
lers expiring in that latitude, the Anne Pink
fired a gun, and hoifted a red flag at her fore-
top-maft-head, to give us notice of it.

On the next day all the Lieutenants of the
iquadron were by a fignal ordered on board the
Centurion, and orders were given to unlade the
Indultry Pink, and each fhip to take on board
irom her their refpetive quotas of provifions;
in purluance of which we immediately began to
unlade her, lying by in the day, and making an
caly fail in the night.

The 1gth, having unioaded and difcharged
the Induftry, aveight in the evening the parted

~ from
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from us, in order to proceed to Barbadaes,
whither ke was bound; but the Commeodore
having entered into a new coniradt with the
mafter of the Anne pink, fhe was detained with
us for his Majefty’s {ervice, our fhips being too
much encumpered to admit of taking on board
any more provilions at this time, .

"The 28th, about five in the morning, we crofi-
ed the Equinotial, in the longitude of 28 deg.
15 min. W, from London, the variation of the
compafs at that place being 25 min. E.

December the 2d, at eight in the morning, we
{faw a fail to the north-weft, to which we gave
chace. At night we loft fight of her; butnext
morning we faw her and gave chace again, butin
the afterncon quitted her, We imagined this
fail to be a tender on the Spanith fleet, fent pur-
pofely to get intelligence of us: but on our ar-
rival at the Cape of Good Hope, in our return
home, we learned that fhe was the Eaft-India-
Company’s packet bound for the ifland of St.
Helena,

The 10th, expefting to be near the coaft of
Brazil, we founded, and found 6% fathom water,
on which we fired a gun for a fignal, and alter-
ed our courfe more to the fouthward, This day
died Thomas Waller, our {furgeon, who was fuc-
ceeded by Henry Ettrick, furgeon of the Wae
ger; the furgeon of the Trial fucceeded him,
and Jofeph Allen, our furgeon’s firflt mate, was
made {urgeon of the trial.

Vou. 1L, L1 The
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The 11th, we fpoke with a Portuguefe bri.
gantine from Rio Janeiro, bound to Santos, one
of the principal Portuguefe fettlements in the
Brazils. The 13th, we croffed the South Tropic
for the frfl dme, in long. 38 deg. 36 min. W,
from London.

The 14th died Robert Welden, our purlfer,
who was fucceeded by John Rule, purfer of the
Wager, and Commodore’s Secretary ; Thomas
Harvey, one of our midfhipmen, was made pur-
fer of the Wager, in the room of Mr. Rule.

The 17th, we faw the land of the Brazils,
from W. to W. S. W. very mountainous, and
full of woods. I have, for feveral days laft paft,
found, by my obfervations, a ftrong current on
this coaft, fetting to the fouthward near three
quarters of a mile an hour, which, perhaps, may
be occafioned by the neighbourhood of the vaft
river of Rio de la Plata; another obfervation,.
which I fhall have occafion to make after our
leaving the coalt of Brazil, will very much cor-
roborate this conjecture,

The fame day, at four in the evening, we had
40 fathom of water, muddy ground ; the iftand
of Alvoredo, a‘fmall'ifland at the north-eaft end
of the large ifland of St. Katharine’s, then bear-
ing N. W. by N, about eight leagues diftant 3
and the next day at feven in the evening we
came to an anchor in, twelve fathom water, the
north:eaft end of St. Catharine’s bearing S. S. W.
abour three miles diftant, and the ifland of Al~
voredo, N, N. E, about fix miles diftant, Here

wée
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we found the tide to {ec S. 5. E. and N, IN. W,
‘We fent athore a Licutenant to the fort to com-
pliment the Governor, and to defire a pilot to
carry us into the road. The Governor returned
a very civil anfwer, and granted our requeft,
The nex: morning we weighed and ran up the
harbour, and about noon anchored in five fa-
thom and a half water, in a place they there
call Boon Porto; but being fill too far from
the watering-place, we on the 2oth, about ele-
ven in the morning, weighed and ran farther
up between St, Katherine’s and the main land
of Brazil, and in the afternocn anchored and
moored in five fathom water, about two miles
from the watering-place; and the fame even-
ing our third Lieutenant went athore with ma.
terials for building a tent, to fhelter the people
who were to bg employed in watering. We
likewife faluted the Portuguef¢ fort with eleven
guns, who returned us the like number.

Our fhips beginning to be very fickly, tents
were crected on thore, one for every fhip, and
the fick were fent athore to them, with furgeons
and proper attendance.

" The agents for victualling, of which we had
two with ug, were ordered to procure what frefl
- provifions we could expend during our ftay
here, which they accordingly did; but though
their meat, which is altogether beef, was both
cheap and plenty, it was for the greateft part
mifcrab]y bad, and fcarce fit to be eaten,
Ltz - The
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The men throughout the whole fguadron be-
gan now to drop off apace with fevers and
fluxes, occafioned chiefly, I believe, by the vio-
lent heat of the climate, and the bad air; the
country being {o very woody that the air muft
thereby be ftagnated, and rendered unhealthful.

We continued here wooding, watering, and
overhauling our rigging, till Sunday, Jan. 18,
1741, during which time we had variable un-
certain weather, fometimes fea and lard breezes,
at other times {trong galesof wind, with heavy
rain, thunder and lightning, burt always excef-
five heat.

‘While we lay here, we gave our thip a tho-
rough cleanfing, fmoaked her beiween decks,
in order to deflroy the vermin, and wathed
every part with vinegar, which [ mention be-
caufe it is abfolutely neceffary in large fhips, the
ftench of fo many fick perfons being noifome in
hot climates.

Dec. 21,1 obferved an eclipfe of the moon, and
by comparing the time of the end of it, with
a calculation I purpofely made of it in the me-
ridian of London, from Sir Ifaac INewton’s New
Theory of the Mooen, I found the place where
the thip thenlay to be 19 deg. z3 min. tothe weft-
ward of the meridian of Liondon. The calcula-
tion itfelf, and the time it ended at St. Katha-
rine’s, 1 have unfortunately loft; but as the
longitude is thereby fettled, they are of no far-
ther ufe, and not worth tetrieving at the trouble
of a new calculation, '

Befora
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Before we arrived at this ifland, we had ge-
ceived from the defcriptions of M. Frezier, a
French author, and fome other perfons who had
been on the fpot, fuch accounts as, together
with the climate in which it is fituated, gave us
very greatideas of its fruitfulnefs, and hopes of
a plentiful fupply of every thing we wanted for
a long run; but we found ourfelves miferably
miftaken in almoft every article we expected.

As here are {everal fine {fandy bays, we had
very good fithing with a feine, for mullets, old
wives, {ting-rays, maids, turbots, and other flat
fith, filver fith, bafs, a very boney long fith like
a bafs, but which our feamen call a ten-
pounder, and fome other forts. We likewife
had freth beef for prefent expending plenty e-
nough, but fcarce better than the carrion that
we gave to our dogs. As for lemons, limes,
plantains, bananaes, potatoes, and other roots,
fruits, and greens, with which thole climates
generally abound, which the authors above
mentioned aver ro be extremely plentiful here,
and which we principally depended on for fea-
ftores, there were {o few at the time of our be-
ing here, that I believe we could have con-
fumed all that came to our knowledge of thofe
things in one day. The officers, however, no .
doubt, found plenty ; as Mr, Walters agrees in
his report with Frezier, that there was no want
of pine-apples, peaches, grapes, lemons, ci-
trons, melons, apricots, and adds, there were
befides potatoes and onions for fea-ftores. Sal-

fafras
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{afrafs is here in great plenty, and we cut much
of it among other wood for fuel. Guaiacum
they report to be very plenty here likewife, but
I faw none of it, nor heard of any perfon who
did during our ftay. Rum and fugar they have
in fmall quantities, but very indifferent and
dear. The inhabitants are a mixture of Portue.
guefe and Indians incorporated together, and
appear to be very poor, idle, lazy, ignorant,
and rude. I believe the original of the Portu-
guefe here was chiefly from felons, who fled hi-
ther from other parts of the Brazils to fhelter
themfelves from juftice; they never till lately
having any government among them, except
a Chief chofen from among them{elves, who was
more like a Captain of thieves and robbers,
than the Commander of a colony. At prefent
there are fome European Soldiers, and a Gover
nor from Rio Janeiro, whofe name was Don
Jofle Sylva de Paz, an expert engineer, who,
as Mr. Walters obferves, underftood one branch
of his bufinefs very well, which is the advan-
tages which new works bring to thofe who are
entrufted with the care of erefting them; for,
befides a battery on a neck of land that nar-
rows the channel to a little more than a quar-
ter of a mile, there were three other foris car-
rying on for the defence of the harbour, none
of which were then compleated.
The couniry, both the main and the ifland,
is mountainous, and all over-grown with thick
woods,
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woods, and thofe fo entangled with the under-
growth of thorny briars, brambles, and the like,
that in moft places they are fcarce penetrable.
Thefe woods are reported to be full of very
fierce tygers, which makes any excurfions into
the country dangerous, unlefs you go well arm-
ed, and even then much caution is neceffary.

They have here fome hogs and fowls, but I
believe not very plenty ; and in the woods are
monkeys, apes, armadilloes, and other wild
creatures unknown to me; as alfo parrots, par-
roquets, and many other forts of birds proper
to the climate. Alligators are faid to be plenty
near the fhores and in the lakes, but we {faw none
of them.

The country appears to me to 'be a good foil,
and very capable of improvement, were the in-
habitants more civilized and induftrious.

This ifland lies in latitude 257 deg. 30 min. S.
longitude, as before determined, 49 deg. 53
min. W, from London; and the variation of
the compafs 11 deg. 20 min. eafterly.

Dec. 27, we difcovered a fail in the offing,
and the eighteen-oar’d barge was manned, and
armed, and fent, under the command of the fe-
cond Lieutenant of the Centurion, to examine
her before the arrived within the protection of
the fort. She proved to be a Portugucfe bri-
gantine from Rio Grande; but, though the of-
ficer behaved to the mafter with the utmoft ci-
vility, yet the Governor took offence at our

fending our boat, complained of the violation of
the
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the peace, and made that a pretence for fending
Don Pifarro the moft circumftantial inteliigence
of our force and condition, as we afterwards
found by letrers intercepted in the South Seas.

January 18, 1741, we left this ifland, having
had a melancholy proof how much the healthis
nefs of this place had been over-rated by for
mer writers ; for we found, that, though the
Centurion alone had buried no lefs than 28
men fince our arrival, the number of the fick
in the fame interval had increafed to 96 ; and
this very day we had three men die.

Before our departure the Commodere took
every precaution to prevent a {eparation; but
confidering that, in fuch boiftercus feas as we
were about to encounter, he himfelf might be
difabled, he called the officers together, and
in a full council {o ordered it, that, if bur one
fhip efcaped, the expedition fhould rnot be a-
bandoned. Properplaces of rendezvous were ap-
pointed ; the time was fettled for ftaying at thefe
places 3 and, if the Commodore did not arrive
in that time, the Captains were ordered to put
themfelves under the command of the fenior,
and to proceed without farther delay.

The 224 in the morning, we had very frormy
weather, with{omne thunder, lightning, and rain
and' the Trial carried away the head of her
mam»ma?_c. A thick fog fucceeding, we lay
10, and foon after loft fight of the Pearl, the
Trial, and the Anne pink. In the afteroon
we got fight of and joiged company with the

' Trial
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Trial and the Anne, but the Pearl was flill
miffing. ‘

From hence to February the rzth, very va-
riable weather, moitly foggy, from latitude 35,
or thereabouts, to latitude 393 the reft a mix-
ture not much unlike our weather in England
in the month of O&ober, except that we had
pretty often thunder and lightning, which are
not fo frequent with us in that month. Being
paft the latitude of 36 degrees to the fouthward,
I obferved the current, which had hitherto con-
ftantly fec foutherly, now on the contrary, fet
to the northward ; and the great river of Rio de
la Plata being fitvated in between 35 and 36
degrees fouth, ftrengthens my conjecture thag
thofe currents are occafioned by the flux and
reflux of that mighry river,

February 13, we faw the land from S. by W.
to S. half E. appearing plain, with very few rif-
ings, and of a very moderate height, our founds
ings at that time from 46 to 56 fathom, the firft
mud, the latter ftony ground. This day, ag
four in the evening, we were within about four
miles of Cape Blanco on the coaflt of Patagonia,
and in 12 fathom water ; on which we hauled
off, and ran along the coaft, the foundings
from 20 to 6o fathom water. At five the next
morning we {aw the land from W, by N. to S.
W. half W, with an opening near the middle;
which I believe to be the harbour of Port De-
fire, fo called by Sir John Narborough. The
northernmoft land in fight is Cape Blanco,

Vou. I, Mm and
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and the fouthermoft Penguin Ifland, fo called
from the great numbers of penguins about it,
of which birds Sir John’s fhip’s company killed
and falted large quantities for provifions, and
which he reports to be very good and wholefome
food. Cape Blanco is in the latitude of 47 deg,.
10 min, 8. lengit. from St Katharine’s 17 deg,
38 min. W. which makes it from London 67
deg. 20 min. W. taking the N. E. point of St.
Katharine’s in 49 deg. 42 min. W. to be about
11 minutes to the ealtward of the place where

the thip lay when I fixed it by obfervation,
The 17th, in the evening, we anchored about
17 or 18 leagues fhort of the harbour of Port
St. Julian, fo called by Sir Francis Drake, who
touched there in his voyage round the globe,
and where he condemned and executed Mr.
Doughty, the next perfon in command to him-
felf, on pretence of a confpiracy to murder him
and ruin the expedition; whence a {fmall ifland
within the harbour is to this day called the
Iland of True Juftice, The next morning we
faw a fail at S. by E. which we believing to be
the Pear], made the fignal for the return of all
cruizers; but fhe not minding it, as I fuppofe
ot feeing it, we ordered the Gloucefter to chafes
and at two in theafternoon the Gloucefterand her
chace, which to our great fatisfattion proved
to be the Pearl, joined us. They informed us,
that, on January the 31ft, their Commander,
Captain Dandy Kidd, died ; and that on the
7th
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~th inftant they were chaced by five large fhips,
which they believed to be Spanifh men of war,
and were fome time within gun-fhot of them,
though they never fired a gun, having endea-
voured to decoy the Pearl by hoifting a broad
red pendant, like that of the Englith Commo-
dore, at the Admiral’s main-top-maft head, and
hoping by that means to be taken for our Com- .
modore, and {o to inveigle and make {ure of theie
prey ;5 Capt. Mitchell, thus decoyed, narrowly ef-
caped them, by running through afpace of water,
where the tides or currents making a great rip-
ling, the Spantards, who thought it was rocky and
broken ground, were afraid to follow her. Thefe
thips we fuppoled to be the Spanith fquadroa,
commanded by Admiral Pifarre, the fame who
got fo great a pame among them for his con-
dut in bringing home their flota fafe into Port
Andero the laft year, eluding the vigilance of
our {quadrons whowaited for them off Camz, and
was therefore locked on as the propereft perfon
to be fent to intercept us. 'We thould not have
been difpleafed, however, to have met them
with our whole force, and did not much doubt
to have either deftroyed or difabled them. But
the time of their deffru&iion was not yet come;
their miferable fate {hall be related in its proper
place.

We were now, being the 18th, failing along
fhore for the harbour of St Julian, [ found
the tide to fet here north and fouth, about a
mile an hour. The time of fowing here on the

Mma2 full
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full and change days is M. E. by E. and S, W,
by W. neareft. 'We fent ene of our boats with
an officer in-thore, to found and cndeavour to
difcover the mouth cf the harbour, At fix in
the evening we came to an anchor in 1% fathom
water, At eight the Lieutenant returned, hav-
ing found the harbour. We fent athore our
boats to make farther difcoveries, and to endea-~
vour fome to get frefh water, and others to pro-
cure fale, (of which Sir J. WNarborcugh obferved,
when he was here, that in February there was
enough of it to load 1000 fhips) for the vfe of
the {guadron in the South Seas, We continued
here till the 27th, during which time we ftove
moft of our empty cafks, in order to clear our
fhips as much as poflible, and got up and
mounted fuch of our guns as we had before
firuck down into the hold in order to eale the
thips; for now, not knowing how foon we
might meet with the Spanith fquadron, it was
neceffary to have them all in readinefs, We
could find no frefh water here, and but a very
{mall quantity of falt, and no other refrethments
whatever ; all the country, as far as we could
dilcover, being quite barren and defolate. We
got fome provifions out of the Anne victualler
on, board each of the other thips, repaired the
Trial’s maft, and affifted her and the viGtualler
to overhaul and new-fix moit of their rigging.
Having loft the hopes of a fupply of water
“here, we were put to the allowance of one
quart 2 man for one day, and three pints for
another,
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another, alternately; but, confidering our paf-
fage had hitherto proved extremely ftormy and
cold, and a dead time of the year coming on
very faft, it was thought proper, in order to
keep the people in as good heart as pofiible, to
give them whole allowance of all other provi-
fions, which was ordered accordingly.

H"”’ we farther fecured our lower-deck guns,
by nailing quoins under the trucks, in cale the
tackles, breechings, or iron-work, might give
way, or fail in the ftormy weather, whlch we
had much reafon to expett.

Here likewife the Commodore removed the
Honourable Captain Murray into the Pearl, in
the room of Captain Kidd ; and Captain Cheap
into the Wager in the room of Captain Murray.
He advanced Mr. Charles Saunders, his Firft
Lieutenant, to be Commander of the Trial {leop,
in the room of Captain Cheap; and made Mr,
Piercy Brett, Firlt Lieutenant of the Gloucefter,
Second Lieutenant of his own thip, The Trial
being repaired, and the Pearl, who had thrown
about 14 ton of water overboard when chaced
by the Spaniards, being {upplied from the other
fhips, we made ready to profecute our voyage.

This harbour of Port St. Julian is a barred
harbour, only fit te receive fmall (hips and vele
fels. We lay off in the road about two miles
from the mouth of it, It is not to be {een open
from where we lay, one point fhutting in ano-
ther ; and before any fmall thip or veflel pre-

fends to venture into the harbour, they ought
tQ
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to fend in their boats at low water, and fixx poles
or buoys on the ends of the fhoals, which, ina
manaer, block up the paffage. The country
about it is pretty much on the level, except a
few copling hillocks to the northward, and a
pretty high one in the bay, which bears W.S.W,
from the place where we lay ar anchor. The la-
titude of Port St. Julian 1s 49 deg. 10 min, S,
its longitude from Londen 69 deg. 48 min. W,
and the variation of the compafs 17 deg. 20 min.
E. We had here uncertain boifterous weather,
with much rain, fome fnow, and generally thick
fog, with fo much wind and fea as made us ride
hard, and haltened our departure from this un-
ealy fituation.

Sir John Narborough and fome others write,
that they have often {een and converfed with the
inhabitants in this and other parts of Patagonia,
and have given wonderful defcriptions of them
but as we {faw none of them, I have nothing to
fay of that fort, nor indeed do I think there is
any thing in this wild part of the world worthy
of the leaf: notice,

The 27th, at {ix in the morning, we made the
fignal, weighed, and put o fea 4 but the Glou-
cefter meO loncr in weighing her anchor, and
the weather proving thick and hazy, we {oon
loft ficht of her, and at cne in the afternoon,
taclced and lay by for her coming up; at feven
we fired a gun, a {ignal for her, and foon after

fhe joined us ha.vmg broke her main-yard in
T}l\, ﬂlngao

Previous
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Previous to our leaving this port, a council
was held on board the Centurion, at which all
the officers by fea and land attended, when it
was propofed by the Commodore, that their
firft attempt, after their arrival in the South
Seas, fhould be the attack of the town of Bale
divia, the principal frontier of the diftrict of
Chili. To this propofition the council unani-
moufly agreed ; in confequence of which, new
inftructions were given to the Captains of the
{fguadren, by which they were directed, in cale
of feparation, to rendezvous at the ifland of
Neuftra Senoro del Secoro, and there cruife for
10 days ; after which, they were ordered to re-
pair to the height of Baldivia, and there be-
tween 40 deg. and 40 deg. 30 min. to continue
to cruife 14 days longer; and, if in that time
they were not joined by the reft of the fquadron,
they were then to quit that ftation, and direlt
their courfe to the ifland of Juan Fernandez.

March the 4th, in the morning, we pafled by
the Streights of Magellan, {o near that we faw
them very plain; the porthernmoft point of
which, known by the name of Cape Virgin
Mary, [found to be in the laticude of 52 deg.
28 min. S. longitude from London 7o deg. 55
min. W. variation of the compafs 18 deg. 40
min. E. the foundings, when it bears about
S. W. by W. at the diftance of cight leagues,
from 32 to 50 fathom, the bottom black-grey
fand and mud. The afternoon of this day be-
ing very bright and clear, with fmall breezes,

inechine
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inclinable to calm, moft of the Captains took
the opportunity of this favourable weather to
pay a vifit to the Commodore ; but, while they
were in company together, they were all great-
ly alarmed by a fudden flame which burlt out
on board the Centurion, and which was {uc-
ceeded by a cloud of fmoak, However, they
were foon relieved from their apprehenfionz, by
receiving information, that the blaft was occa-
fioned by a fpark of fire from the forge light-
ing on fome gunpowder, and other combuflibles,
which the officers on board were preparing for
ufe, in cale we fhould fall in with the Spanith
fleer ; and that it had been extinguithed with-
out any danger to the {hip. :

The 6th, in the morning, we faw the land of
Terra del Fuego, confifting of high craggy hills,
towering above each other, moftly covered with
{now, with deep horrid vallies, {ome few {catter-
ed trees, no plains, nor one chearful green
through all che difmal proipect; fo thar the
whole may net improperly be termed the Land
of Defolation ; and 1 much quefticn whether a
more dreary afpet is to be {een in any other
part of the habitable earth; for voyagers fay
this is inhabited, but {urely its inhabizants muft
be the moft miferable of human beings. This
evening we lay by, that we might not overfhoot
the Streights of Le Maire in the night ; though
I believe, had we kept on, and paffed round
Staten L.and, a fmall ifland or two, which lie ta
the ealtward of thofe Streights, and together

with
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With Terra del Fuego frame them, it would
have been more to our advantage than by paf-
fing through them.

The 7th, at eight in the morning, we were
very near a point of land on Terra del Fuego,
called Cape st James, bearing E. S. E. another
called Cape St. Vincent, S, I, half E. the mid.
dlemolt of the Three Brothers, being three high
hills on Terra del Fuego, appearing almoft con-
tiguous to each other, S. by W. and a very high
Sugar-loaf Hill, called Monte Gorda, farther up
in the country, and appearing above them, bore
fouth from us. It is by thefe marks that you
know you are near Strait Le Maire; and in-
deed we began to open them in this pofition.
By ncon we were almoft through them, being
aflifted by a very ftrong tide with much rippling,
and which made to the fouthward fomewhat
before 1o o’clock in the morning. The courfe
throvgh 1s almoft dire&tly fouth, and there are
no fhoals nor rocks in the paffage from whence
you may incur any danger; the only thing you
have to fear i, the tide’s turning againit you
while you are in the ftraits, for in that cafe
you are certainly hurried back again, and can
have no paffage there till the next turn of the
tide. The breadth of this ftrait may be about
fix or feven leagues, and its length about feven
or eight; which being palled, you enter into a
vaft open acean, commonly known by the name
of the South Sea. This ftraic lies in latitude
55 deg. fouth, longitude from London 67 deg.

Vor. 11, N n 30
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3o min. weft, variation of the compafs 21 deg.
36 min. eaft, foundings in the firaits from 43
to 58 fathom, the bottom black fand and peb-
ble-ftones. In paﬁino through here, our joy
was increafed by the brightnefs of the fky and
the ferenity of the wearher, which was indeed
remarkably pleafing, for though the winter was
now advancing apace, vet the morning of this
day, in its brilllancy and mildnefs, gave place
to none we had fecn fince our departure from
England. But we here found what was con-
ftantly verified by all our obfervations in thefe
high latitudes, that fair weather was ever the
forerunner of a fucceeding ftorm, and that fun-
fhine and tempelt followed one another like
light and fhade. We had fcarcely reached the
fouthern extremity of the ftraits, when the fere-
nity of the {ky, which had fo much flattered
our expectations, was all at once cbfcured, the
wind fhifted 1o the fouthward, and the fea be-
gan to iwell to an aftonithing height. Before
might the tempelt arofe, and the tde, which
had hitherto  favoured ws, curped ﬂmouﬂ;
againft usy o that, inflead of purfuing our in-
tended courfe, we were driven to the ealtward,
by the united force of wind and currer ., wzth
16 much precipittion, that in the morning we
fourd ourfelves feven leagues to the e?ﬁwaxd of
Streight Le Maire. From this time we had
fuch a continval fuccefion of tempeﬂu@us

weather as iurpulzed the oldeft and moft ex
verienced mariners on board, and cbliged them
fo
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to confefs, that what they had hitherto called
frorms were inconfiderable gales compared with
the violence of thefe winds, which raifed fuch
fhort and at the fame time fuch mountainous
waves, as greatly {urpafled in danger all feas
known in any other part of the globe: and it
was not without reafon that this unufual ap-
pearance filled us with continual terror; for,
had any one of thefe waves broke fairly over us,
it muft in all probability have fent us to the
botrom. Nor did we efcape with terror only 3
for the fhip rolling incefantly gunwale-to, gave
us fuch quick and violent motions, that the
men were in perpetual danger of being dalhed
againft the mafts or {ides of the fhip: and
though we were extremely careful to fecure
ourfelves from thefe thocks by grafping at fome
fixed body, yet many of our people were forced
irom their holds, fome of whom were kiiled,
and others greatly injured ; in particular, one of
our beft {feamen was carried over-board and
drowned; another diflocated his neck, a third
was thrown into the main hold, and breke his
thigh, and one of our boatfwain’s mates broke
his collar-bone twice; not to mention many
other accidents of the fame kind., Thefe tem-
pefls, fo dreadful in themfelves, though unat-
tended by any other unfavourable circumftance,
were rendered more mifchievous to us by their
inequality, and the deceitful intervals which
they at fome times afforded; for, though we
were often obliged to lie-to for days together

Nnoa under
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under a reefed mizzen, and were frequently re-
duced to lie at the mercy of the waves under
our bare poles, yet now and then we ventured
to make fail with our courfes double reefed;
and the weather proving more tolerable, would
'perhaps encourage us to fet our top-fails ; after
which, the wind, without any previous notice,
would retura upon us with redoubled force,
-and would in an inftant tear our fails from the
yards. And, that no circumftance might be
‘wanting which could aggravate our diftrefs,
“thefe blafts generally brought with them a great
quantity of inow and fleet, which cafed our
rigging, and froze our fails, thereby rendering
them and our cordage britile, and apt to fnap
‘upon the flighteft ftrain, adding inexpreflible
“difficulty and labour to the working of the
thip, benumbing the limbs of the people em-
ployed in handing the fails, or handling the
ropes, and making them incapable of exerting
themielves with their ufual a&tivity, and even dif-
-abling many by mortifying their toes and fingers.
And now, as it were to add the finithing
-ftroke to cur misfortunes, ocur people began to
be univerfaily affli¢ted with that moft terrible,
obftinate, and, at {ea, incurable difeafe, the
“fcurvy, which quickly made a moft dreadful
havock among us, beginning at frft to carry
_off two orthree a day, but foon increafing, and
at laft carrying off eight or ten; and 2s moft of
the living were very ill of the fame diftemper,
and
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and the little remainder who preferved their
healths better, in a manner, quite worn our with
inceffant labour, I have fometimes feen four or
five dead bodies, fome fown up in their ham-
mocks, others not, wafhing about the decks,
for want of help to bury them in the fea. But
as the particulars of all the various difafters and
fufferings of various kinds that befel us, would
be endlefs, 1 thall only mention a few,

The 1oth, 11th, and z2th, very ftormy wea-
ther, with {fnow and fleet, and a very great over-
grown fea from the S. W.

The 15th, one William Baker fell overboard
and was drowned. The 16th, the Anne pink,
which had feparated from us the 1ith in the
ftorm, again joined us, in lat. 59 deg. 20 min. S,

Part of the 17th, 18th, and 19th, very firong
gales, and a great rolling fea from the N. W,

‘The 18th, we had again firong gales of wind
with extreme cold, and at midnight the main-
top-fail fplit, and cne of the ftraps of the main
dead-eyes broke.

The 23d, and part of the 24th, a moft vio-
fent ftorm of wind, hail, and rain, with a very
lofty fea. The 23d, in the evening, we {prung
the main-top-fail yard, and {plit the main-fail
into rags, the greateft part of which was blown
overboard, On thefe accidents we furled all
our other fails, and lay-to under a mizzen.

The latter part of the 24th proving more mo-
derate, we bent a new main-fail, got down the

broken
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broken main top-fail yard, and got up and rig-
ged another in its place,

The 25th, it blew a very hurricane, and re-
duced us to the neceflity of lying-to under our
bare poles. As our fhip kept the wind better
than any of the reft, we were obliged in the af-
ternoon to wear thip ; in doing of which, we had
no other expedient but clapping the helm a-
weather, and manning the fore-firouds ; in the

~execution of which we had one of our beft men
canted overboard., We perceived, that, not-
withflanding the prodigious agitaticn of the
"waves, he [wam very [trong; and it was with
the utmoft concern that we found ourlelves in-
capable of affilting him. Indeed we were the
more grieved at his unhappy fate, as we loft figh
of him ftruggling with the waves, and conceiv
ed, from the manner in which he fwam, that b
might continue fenfihle for a confiderable tin

- longer of the horror attending his irretrievat
fitvation.

The 26th being fomewhat more modera
we found two of our main-{hrouds broke, wk
we repaired ; we likewife bent our main-top i
and made fail.

The goth, in the evening, the Glouce!
made a fignal of diftrefs ; and, on fpeaking w
her, we found the had broke her main-yardint
flings; an accident the more grievous, as
tended unavoidably to delay us in thefe inho
pitable latitudes, where every moment we wet
in danger of perithing. The weather provin;

favour
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favourable, all the carpenters were ordered on
board the Gloucefter, and next day fhe was
ready to fail,

The 2d, 4th, 5th, and 6th of April, a conti-
nued ftorm of wind and rain; a dreadful fea,
and very cold weather. We lowered our yards,
furled our courfes, and lay by for the moft part
under a mizzen and mizzen-ftay fail. The 3d,
about 11 o’clock at night, a raging fea took us
on the larboard quarter, where it ftove in the
quarter gallery, and rufthed into the fhip like a
deluge. For fome time it laid the thip down
upon her fide; but fhe providentially righted
again, though flowly ; it threw down and half
drowned all the people on the deck, broke ene
of the firaps of the main dead-eyes, and fhaped
a mizzen and puttock fhroud. This was the
greateft fea which we had encountered fince we
came into thofe parts, and we met with but one
fuch ftroke mere in the whole voyage; two or
three fuch fucceeding muft certainly have fent
us to the bottom.

The 7th, 8th, gth, and 10th, continued very
frtormy and {qually, with fnow, hail, rain? and a
large fea ; the weather continuing very cold.

The 8th, at four in the cvening, the Anne
pink made a fignal of diftrefs 3 and, on fpeak-
ing with her, we found fhe had {prung her fore-
ftay, and the gammoning of her bowfprit. This
was the more unfortunate, as noue of the car-
penters were yet returned from the Gloucefter,
Nor was the Anne the only fhip that fuffered in

this
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this ftorm ; the Wager loft her mizzen-maft and
main-top-fail yard, owing to the badnefs of the
iron work. In this dilemma we were obliged to

bear away till thefe fhips had made all faft.
The 10th, foggy and hazy. This afternoon
the Severn and Pearl were far a-ftern, and feem-
ed to me to lag defignedly. We made a very
eafy fail all day, and lay by at night, and fired
feveral guns as a fignal for them to join us 3 the
weather being pretty moderate, and the wind
fair for them, they might have effefled it with
eafe. By the clofe of the evening we could but
juft fee them, and from that time faw them no
more. However, we heard afterwards in the
South Seas, by letters taken on board fome of
the Spanifh fhips, of their arrival at Rio Janetro,
in the Brazils. '
The 35th, the weather proved fomewhat
more moderate. At half an hour palt one in
the morning we faw two iflands right a-head,
at about two leagues diftance; we immediately
wore our {hip, and ftood off to the fouthward.
Thofe iflands were very unexpecied, as well as
unwelcome, we imagining we had been to the
weftward of all lands and iflands of the coaft of
Terra del Fuego ; but we now found our mife
take, and that there was a necefiity of cur ftand-
ing farther to the fouthward, in order to get a
fufficient wefling, Thofe iflands I find to lie
in the latitude of 54 deg. 20 min. S. longitude
from London 84 deg. 10 min, W. Mr. Wal-
ters fuppofes the land we fell in with on this
occafion
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cccalion to be Cape Woir, and a part of Terra
dei Fuego.

From this time to the 23d we had nothing
remarkable, the weather continuing very uncer-
tain and variable, with a large {ea and a very
coldair; and the 2tft, at nine at night, we were
in the latitude of 60 deg. 5 min. S. being the
greateft fouth latitude we made during thevoyages

The 23d very hard gales and {qualls, with
much rain. This evening we loft fight of the
Glouceiter, Wager, Trial, and Anne Pink, be-
ing all the remainder of our {quadron, after
the defection of the Severn and Pearl. The
Wager’s unfortunate cataftrophe is well known g
the others afterwards joined us at Juan Fernan-
dez, as fhall be related in its proper place.

The 24th, 25th, and 26th, the wind being
moftly fair, though ftill blowing hard, we made
pretty good runs under-an eafy {ail to the north-
weftward, The 24th, it blew a hurricane, and the
men endeavouring to hand the top-fails, the clew-
lines and buat-lines broke, and the f{heet being
half flown, every feam in the fore-topfail was {oon
fplit from top to bottom, and the main-topfail
fhook fo firongly in the wind, that it carried away
the top lanthorn, and endangered the head of the
maft; however, at length, fome of the moft dar-
ing of our men ventured upon the yard, and cut
the fail away clofe to the reefs, though with the
utmolt hazard of their lives, whillt at the fame
time the fore-topfail beat about the yard with

Vou. 11, Oo fo
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fo much fury that it was {oon blown to fhreds:
nor was our attention to our topfails our fole
employment ; for the mainfail blew loofe, which
obliged us to lower the yard to {ecure the fail,
and the fore-yard being likewife lowered, we
lay to under a mizen. The 25th, we found
much of our running rigging breken, which we
repaired. The 27th, we bent other topfails in
the places of thole fplit. Nothing more re-
markable the ret of this month and the firft
week in the next, but ftormy uncertain wea-
ther, and great ficknefs and mortality among
our people,

Friday, May 8, -at feven in the morning, faw
the main land of Patagonia appearing in high
mountains covered moftly with fnow. We
likewife faw feveral iflands, one of which we
took to be the Ifland del Soccore, fo called by
Sir John Narborough, in his account of his
voyage into thofe parts; and from the fine de-
fcription this gentleman had given of this ifland,
{having been there in the very height of fum-
mer), this place was appointed for our firft gene-
ral rendezvous in the South Seas.  An unhappy
appointment it was in its confequences; for
when the people, aiready reduced to the laft ex-
tremity, found this to be the place of rendez.
vous, where they had hoped to meet the reft of
their companions with ioy, and what a miferable
part of the world it appeared to be, their grief
gave way to defpair; they faw no end of their fuf-
ferings, nor any door open to their fafety. Thofe

: who
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who had hitherto been well and in heart, now
full of defpondency, fell down, fickened, and
died; and, to {fum up this melancholy part, 1
verily believe, that cur touching on this coaft,
the long ftay we made here, and our hinderance
by crofs winds, which we fhould have avoided
in a diret courfe to Juan Fernandez, loft us at
leaft 60 or 70 of as flout and able men as any
in the navy. This unfpeakable difirefs was {till
aggravated by the difficulties we found in work-
ing the thip, as the {curvy had by this time de-
firoyed no lefs than 200 of our mien, and had
in fome degree affeCted almoft the whole crew.
¥t were, indeed, endlefs to recite minutely the
various difafters, fatigues, and terrors, which we
encountered on this coaft ; all thefe went on in-
creafing till the 22d of May, at which time the
fury of all the ftorms which we had hitherto ex-
perienced, feemed to be combined, and to have
conipired our deftruétion. In this hurricane al-
moft all our fails were {plit, and great part of
our ftanding rigging broken; and, about eight
In the evening, a mountainous overgrown fea
took us on our {tarboard quarter, and gave us
{o prodigious a fhock, that feveral of our fhrouds
broke with the jerk, by which our mafts were in
danger of coming by the beard ; our ballaft and
ftores too were fo ftrangely fhifted, that the fhip
- hecled afterwards two ftreaks a-port. Indeed, it
was a moft tremendous blow, and we were
thrown into the utmoft confternation, from the
apprehenfion of inftantly foundering. Qur de-

Oo2 plorable .
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plorable fituation allowing no longer any room
for deliberation, we ftood for the ifland of Juan
Fernandez 3 and, to fave time, which was now
very precious, cur men dying four, five, and fix
in a day, we endeavoured to hit the iland upon
a meridian courfe.  On the 28th of May, being
nearly in the parallel in which it 1s laid down, we
expected to have feen it, and indeed the Com-
modore was perfuaded that he did fee it ; but all
the other officers being of opinion that it was
only a cloud, to which the hazinefs of the wea»
ther gave too much colour, we made fail to the
eaftward, and by fo doing loft near 14 days in
recovering our wefting again.  This was a moft
fatal difappointment; for in this run we loft
about 8o of our men, which, probably, had the
Commodore’s advice been attended to, would
moft of them have been faved.

The 8th of June, at fix in the evening, we
at length faw the ifland of Juan Fernandez,
bearing N. by E. half E. about 15 or 16 leagues
off. The 1oth, at two in the morning, we an-
chored in 56 fathom, clofe under the N. E. end
of theifland. At 10 in the morning of the 11th,
we with much labour and difficulty weighed our
anchor, and at noon happily moored our thip in
the Great Bay, dbout a mile from the thore, in
52 fathom water, to our inexprefible joy, hav-
ing been from St., Katharine’s in the Brazils to
this place 148 days, on fuch a dreadful and fa-
tal paffage as I believe very few other perfons
ever experienced, "

The
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"~ The 11th, at two in the afternoon, the T'rial
floop appeared in the offing. We immediately
fent fome of our hands on board her, by whofe
affiltance the was brought to an anchor between
us and theland. We foon found that the {loop
Liad not been exempted from the like calamities
which we had fo feverely felt; for her Com-
mander, Captain Saunders, waiting on the Com-
modore, informed him, that, out of his fmall
complement, he had buried 34 of his men ; and
thofe who recovered were fo univerfally afliGed
with the fcurvy, that only himfelf, his Lieutea
nant, and three of his men. were able to ftand
by the fails..

The {fame day we got out our long-boat, and
fent her on fhore with materials for building
tents ior the fick, and with orders to bring on
board fome water.

The 13th, we fent our pinnace to affift the
Trial, the being driven from her anchors to fea,
by‘the viclent flaws of wind which blow off the
high lands. 7This and the next day we put
athore 75 fick men, in {o weak a condition, that
we were obliged to carry them out of the fhip in
their hammocks, and to convey them afterwards
in the fame manner from the water-fide over a
floney beach to the tents prepared for their re-
ception, [In this work of humanity, not only
the officers, but the Commodore himfelf, chear-
fully lent their affiftance.

The 17th, the Trial came again to an anchor,
and moored, This day and the next we fent

on
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on thore the remainder of our fick people, the
whole number now on fhore being 135, many
of whom, being too far gone in the fcurvy, died
one after another to the number of notlefs than
fixty.

We now began to fend on fhore materials for
tents for the coopers, fail-makers, and fome of
the officers ; a copper oven which we had with
us for baking foft bread for the thip’s company, .
and the fmith’s forge for making or repairing
fuch iron-work as was neceflary : and, after a
fhort interval of relaxation, all hands were bufily
employed, fome in cutting large quantities of
wood for the fhip’s ufe, fome in making char-
coal for the {mith, and for a farther ftore ; the
bakers in baking bread, the coopers in making
up and cleaning the catks for water, the fail-
makers in mending the fails and making others
fome in fithing for the fick, and the reft were
otherways employed : and here being very great
plenty of fine fifh, all taken by the hook, two or
;three people could never fail to take us as much
in about two hours as all the fhip’s company
could ear: befides this we took grear quantities
for falting and curing 3 and fome private per-
ijons who had hooks and lines fithed for them-
felves, and never failed of enough for theirown
ufe, and t0 give o thofe who had none. The
peopis on board were employed in cleaning the
thip, .w“nich was in a very filthy condition, and
in ftripping the mafls, and overhauling the rig-
ging.  Oune of the boatfwain’s mates, with fome

alliftants,
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afliftants, having run up a rope-walk on fhore,
was employed in making what fmall cordage we
might want ; others in watering, and, in fhort,
in every thing that might contribute to put us
in as good a condition, and in as fhort a time
as poffible; and as faft as the fick recovered, they
were put on the like employments, ~
At firft fight of this ifland, it appeared with
a moft unpromifling afpect, being extremely
mountainous, rugged, and irregular; but, upon
our nearer approach, it improved upon us; and
when we were landed, we found all the vege-
tables which are ufually efteemed to be pecu-
liarly adapted to the cure of thofe fcorbutic dif-
orders which are contracted by falt diet, and
long continuance at fea ; for here we found wa-
ter-crefles and purflain, wild-forrel, and Sicilian-
radifhes, in profufien. Thefe vegetables, not
to mention the turneps which now abound in
every plain, with the fifh and fleth we got here,
were not only grateful to us in the extreme, bug
were likewife very refrething to the fick, and
contributed not a little to the recovery of thofe
who were not already too far advanced in the
diforder to admit of relief; and to the rettoring
of others to their wonted vigour, who, though
not apparently under the malignancy of the
diftemper, and its baneful concomitants, were’
yet greatly debilitated by continual watching
and anxiety of -mind, from which net a foul on
board was exempt.
During the time of our refidence here, we
found
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found the inland parts of the ifland no ways to
£a1l fhort of the fanguine prepoffeffions we had
firft entertained in its favour; for the woods,
which covered moft of the fteepeft hills, were
free from all buthes and underwood, and afford-
ed an eafy paﬁage'through every part of them
and the irregularities of the hills and precipices,
in the northern part of the ifland, neceflarily
traced out, by their various combinations, a great
number of romantic vallies, moft of which had
a ftream of the cleareft water running through
them, that tumbled in cafcades from rock to
rock, as the bottom of the valley by the courfe
of the neighbouring hills was at any time broken
into a fudden fharp defcent. Some particular
fpots occurred in thefe vallies, where the fhades
and fragrance of the contiguous woods, the
loftinefs of the over-hanging rocks, and the
tranfparency and frequent falls of the neigh-
bouring ftreams, prefented fcenes of {uch ele-
gance and dignity, as would with difficulty be
rivalled in any other part of the globe. Itis in
this place, perhaps, that the fimple productions
~ of unaffifted nature may be faid to excel all the
fictitious defcriprions of the moft animated ima-
gination. The {pot where the Commodore
pitched his tent, and where he chofe, during his
ftay, to fix his refidence, exceeded in beauty any
thing that words can be fuppofed to reprefent,
It was a delightful little lawn, that lay on an eafy
afcent at the diftance of about half a mile from
the fea, and was probably the very fpot on

which
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“which Shelvock twenty years before had pitched
his tent. In front there was a large avenue cut
through the woods to the fea- ﬁde, which flop-
ing to the water with a gentle defcent, opened
a profpect to the bay and the fhips at anchor.
This lawn was {creened behind by a tall woed
of myrtle, {weeping round it in the form of a
theatre, the flope on which the wood ftood rifing
with a much tharper afcent than the lawn itfelf,
though not fo much but that the hills and pre-
cipices within land towered up confiderably
above the tops of the trees, and added to the
grandeur of the view. There were, befides,
two ftreams of chryltal water, which ran onthe
right and left of the tens, within an hundred
yards diftance, and were fhaded by the trees
that fkirted the lawn on either {ide, and com-
pleted the fymmetry of the whole. Add to thefe,
the gentle murmuring of the diftant brooks, the
mufic of the birds among the myrtles, the fweét
aromatic odour of the {pice-trees that every
where perfumed the air with their fragrance,
and you may form in imagination a faint idea
of this fecond paradife, which could only be
exceeded by the perfection of the firft.
. It is aftonifhing, that, among all the voyagers
who have vifited this fortunate ifland before us,-
-and who have obliged the world with defcrip-
. tions of it, none of them have mentioned a
- charming little bird that, with its wild, ‘various,
and irregular notes, enchants the ear, and makes
the woods refound with its melody, This unty-
VOL I Pp -~ tored
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tored choirifter is fomewhat lefs in fize than the
goldfinch, its plumage beautifully intermixed
with red and other vivid colours, and the gold-
en crown upen its head fo bright and glowing,
when feen in the full light of the fun, that it
furpaffes all defcription,  Thefe little birds are
far {rom being uncommon or unfamiliar; for
they perched upon the branches of the myrile-
trees fo near us, and fung fo chearfully, as if they
had been confcious we. were ftrangers, and came
to give us welcome.

There is, befides the above, another little bird,
unnoticed by any former writer, and which
feems likewife peculiar to the ifland, and confee
quently without a name ; it is flill lefs than the
former in fize, but not inferior in beauty, tho®
not {fo mufical ; the back, wings, and head, are
of a lively green, intermixed with fine fhining
golden fpots, and the belly a {now white ground,
with ebony coloured {pots, fo elegantly varied
as no art can imitate. To the catalogue of
‘birds mentioned by former writers as inhabi-
tants of this ifland, fhould alfo be added black
birds and thrufhes very like thofe in England;
and owls, but of a diminutive fize.

Of four-footed. animals we faw none but
dogs, cats, rats, and goats; and of the latter
but few, as the dogs of various kinds, grey-
hounds, maftifs, pointers, fpaniels, and mun.
grels, have thinned them in the plains, and driv=
‘en them to the inacceflible mountains ; yet fome

were
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were fhot by the hunters, and were preferred
by them to the beft venifon. Among thofe
prefented to the Commodore were two or three
venerable through age, that had been marked
more than thirty years before by Selkirk, who
trained them for his fport, flic their ears, and
turned them loofe to graze the mountains,

I remember we had once an opportunity of ob-
ferving a remarkable difpute betwixt a herd of
thofe animals and a number of dogs ; for going
in our boat into the eaftern bay we perceived
fome dogs run very eagerly upon the foort, and
being willing to difcover what game they were af«
ter, we lay upon our oars fometime to view them,
and at laft faw them take a hill, where, look«
ing a little farther, we obferved upon the ridge
of it an herd of goats, which feemed drawn up
for their reception. There was a very narrow
path fkirted on each fide by precipices, in
which the leader of the herd pofted bimfelf
fronting the enemy, the reft of the goats being
ranged behmd him where the crround was more
open ; as this fpor was inacceflible by any other
path, excepting where this champion had placed
himfelf, the dogs, though they ran up hiil with
great alacrity, yet when they came within about
twenty. yards, found they durft not encounter
this formidable Goliah, for he would iafallibly
have driven ‘the firft that a.pproached him down
the precipice; they therefore quietly laid thems
felves down, pantmg, and did not offer to flir
while we remained in fight.

Ppa Thefe
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Thefe dogs have multiplied prodigioufly, and
have deftroyed moft of the cats as well as goats :
the rats, however, keep pofleflion, and were
very troublefome guefts in the night, when they
generally paid us their vifits. It is not eafy to
determine in what manner fuch a muliitude of
dogs fubfift, as they are much more numerous
than all the other four-footed creatures upon
the ifland. Our people, indeed, were inclined to
think, that they lived in a great meafure upon
the young fea-lions and f{eals, and fupported
their opinion by the report of the failors, fome
of whom killed the dogs for food, who faid
they tafted fithy: and, truly, there is hardly
any other way of accounting for the fubfiftence
of thefe animals; for, as has been faid, they
have already deftroyed all the goats in the ac-
ceflible parts of the country; fo that there now
remain only a few among the crags and pre-
cipices, where the dogs cannot follow them.
Thefe are divided into feparate herds of 20 or 30
each, which inhabit diftin& faftneffes, and never
mingle with each other; by this means =
found it extremely difficult to kill them, and yet
we were fo defirous of their flefh, that we difco-
vered, 1 believe, all their herds, and it was
thought, by comparing their numbers, that they
fcarcely exceeded 200 upon the whole ifland.
The dogs had deftroyed the pardellas, too, of
which former writers have given a large ac-
count, fo that there was not one of them to be
feen; we found indeed their boroughs in the

earth,
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earth, which leaves no room to doubt of their
being found in plenty in Selkirk’s time, as well
as cats, of which there i1s now fcarce one alive, -
.. Fleth meat being thus extremely {carce, our
people, being tired of fith, though excellent
in their kind, at length condefcended to eat
feals, which, by degrees, they came to relifh,
and called them lamb. Of thefe, it being their
brooding time, the numbers were incredibles
—and likewife of the fea-lion—thefe animals
have frequently furious battles among them~
ielves, principally about their females ; and we
were one day furprized by the fight of two
amimals, which, at firft, feemed different from
all we had ever obferved; but, on a nearer ap-
proach, they proved to be two fea-lions that
had been goring one another with their tufbes,
and were covered with blood, with which they
plentifully abound. This led us to watch them
more clofely, and one was obferved larger than
- the reft, and from his driving off other males,
and keeping a great number of females to him-
{felf, he was by the feamen humoroulfly ftiled
the Bathaw. To this pre-eminence, however,
he had not arrived without many bloody con-
tefts ; for, on our people’s attacking him in
the midft of his feraglio of females, he made a
defperate defence, and, when overpowered, the
fignals of his bravery appeared in numerous

fcars on every part of his body.
We had now been ten days on this iﬂan_d_,
when fome of our people from an emingnct dii-
cerned
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cerned a fhip to leeward with her courfes even
with the horizon, without any other fail abroad
than her main topfail; from which circum-
ftance, it-was immediately concluded, thatit was
one of our own fquadron ; but the weather being
hazy, no definitive conjecture could be formed
concerning her. She again difappeared for fome
days, and we were all thrown into the deepeft
concern, fearing the weaknefs of her condition
had difabled her from working to windward,
and that all her people had perifhed.

We continued our employ till the 26th, when
we again faw the fame fhip; and, on her nearer
approach, could diftinguifh her to be the Glou-
cefter; and, making no doubt of her being in
diftrefs, the Commodore fent our boat on board
her with water and refrefhments, We found
her in a miferable condition, not many above
100 people alive, and almoft all thofe helplefs
with the fcurvy ; their water {o very fhort, that
they were obliged to allow but one pint a day to
aman; and the continual flaws off the land, to-
gether with their being difabled in their fails and
yards, hindered them from getting into the bay,
The next day we fent them a frefh {upply of fith,
greens, water, and men to help to work the fhip
foon after which the flaws drove them off again,
and the fhip appeared no more till the zoth,
when at two in the afternoon fhe fired a gun,
and made a fignal of diftrefs. She continued
in this manner off and on, fometimes in fight,
and fometimes not, till July 23, during which

‘ time,
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rime, though we ofien relieved the people on
board with water and other neceffaries, yet their
fufferings were infupportable, and their whole
complement were reduced to about g6 living
perfons, all of whom muft have perifhed in 2
few days more, had not the wind proved favour-
able to bring them into the bay ; but providen-
tially a freth gale {prung up from the fea, and
brought them to an anchor. We immediately
fent men on board to affift in mooring the thip,
and continued our conftant affiftance afterwards,
during our ftay at this piace.

The 5th of Auguft, the Commodore fent the
Trial floop to fe‘arch the ifland of Little Juan
Fernandez, left any of the fquadron thould have
miftaken that ifland for the place of rendezvous,
and might remain there in expectation of meet=
ing the reft of the fleet.

On the 16th, the Anoe pink, whu:h was fe-
parated from us with the reft of the {quadron
the 23d of April, appeared in fight. Her arrival
gave us new fpirits, fhe being laden principally
wnth provifions, and we immediately were order-
ed full allowance of bread. This thip had been
about two months in a fafe harbour, on the
main land, near the fame parallel with del Soc-
coro, .where fhe had been directed by Provi-
dence, and where fhe lay in fecurity, enjoyed
plenty, and her people, 16 in number, being
‘once freed from their fears of fhipwreck, very
foon recovered their wonted vigour, having ex-
perienced none of thofe hardfhips that were en-

dured
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dured by the reft of the fleet. They told us
they had feen fome Indians, and one time took
one of their canoes with a man, a woman, fome
children, a dog, a cat, &c. and fome implements
for fifhery 3 but in a day or two the whole fa-
mily, the dog excepted, made their elcape from
them in the thip’s fmall boat, and left them their
canoe in her ftead. Thofe Indians, they fay,
underftood a few Spanifh words, and probably
might have fome little correfpondence with the
fouthern Spaniards of Chili, or their nearer bor-
dering Indians; or, perhaps, {fome of the Fa-
thers for propagating the faith may now and
then have been among them. The principal
refrethments they met with in this port, were
wild celery, nettletops, and forrel; cockles and
muicles of an extraordinary fize; good ftore of
geefe, theep, and penguins. They judged it to
lie in lat. 45 deg, 30 min. S. and it may be known
by an ifland which faces it, and which the inha-
bitants call Jnchin, and by a river in which they
found excellent fith. '

This veffel, the Anne pink, was the laft that
joined us at Juan Fernandez. The remaining
ihips of the fquadron were the Severn, the Pearl,
and the Wager ftore-thip. The Severn and Pearl,
as has been already obferved, parted company
off Cape Noir, and, as we afterwards learned,
put back to the Brazils ; fo that of all the fhips
that came into the South Seas, the Wager was
the only fhip that was miffing, Captain Cheap,
who commanded her, knowing the importance

of



Commonore ANSON’s VOYAGE. 297

ef the charge he had in truft, without which no
enterprize on fhore could be undertaken, was
extremely folicitous to reach Baldivia as the laft
place of rendezvous, and the firft to be attack-
ed, before the reft of the {quadron fhould have
finifhed their cruife,that no blame might reft upon
him, if the attack of that city thould be judged
improper to be carried into execution. But, whilft
this brave officer was exerting himfelf in endea-
vouring to keep clear of the land in making the
ifland of del Soccoro, he had the misfortune to
diflocate his fhoulder, and thereby to difable
himfelf from profecuting with vigour the pur.
pofe he had in view. The fhip being little
better than a wreck, the crew in a miferable de-
fponding condition, the officers quite exhaufted,
the weather cold and ftormy, and the windand
currents bearing in-fhore, all thefe unlucky cir-
cumftances concurring, fo entangled the fhip
with the land, that a]l che efforts of the feeble
crew could not prevent her from running upon
a funken rock; where fhe grounded between
two {mall iflands, not a mufquet.fhot from the
fhore. In this fituation fhe continued entire till
every one on board might have reached the land
in fafety, and might have frofed themfelves with
provificns, and every necefiary for their prefent
fubfiltence and future efcape: but the moment

the fhip ftruck, all fubordination ceafed; one
part of the crew got pofleflion of the liquors,
intoxicated themfelves in a beaftly manner, and
grew frantic in their cups 5 another part began

. Yor, 1L Qg 10
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to furnith themfelves with arms, and to make
themfelves mafters of the money and things of
moft value on board ; while the Captain, and
fome of the principal officers, endeavoured in
vain to maintain their authority, and to preferve
a proper difcipline among them, in order to ef-
fect the deliverance of as many as it was poffible
from the common danger in which all of them
were invelved; but the mutinous difpofition
that prevailed rendered every effort for their
prefervation ineffectual. Thofe who remained
in poffeffion of the fhip and her ftores, pointed
the cannon, and fired at thofe who had gained
the land; thofe at land grew riotous for want
of provifions ; nothing but anarchy and confu-
fion prevailed ; and, what added to the cataf-
trophe, a midfhipman, named Cozens, who had
bufied himfelf in oppofition to all good govern«
~ment, was, by the Captain, fhot dead upon the
fpot. This putan end at once to all manner of
fubferviency ; and after this every one, thought
himfelf at liberty to purfue what fcheme he
thought beft for his own prefervation.

Of about 130 perfons who reached the fliore,
go died on the place; about 8o others, hav-
ing converted the long boat into a fchooner,
failed to the fouthward, attended by the cutter.
Thefe, being diftreffed for want of provifions in
re-doubling Cape Horn, and having loft their
cutter in a ftorm, fuffered unprecedented hard-
fhips in their return to the coaft of Brazil, where
only 30 of them arrived to give an account ﬁf

the
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the miferable fate of their companions, feveral
of whom died of hudnger; others defired to be
fet on fhore; and fome, beginning to be muti-
nous, they landed and deferted. Of the 19
who were left behind in Wager-Ifland with the
Captain, 16 embarked on board the barge and
the yawl, and attempted to efcape to the north-
ward; of thefe one was drowned in the yawl,
and four were left on a defart part of the coaft,
where it is probable they all perithed ; the re-
maining 11, after a fruitlefs attempt to weather
a point of land, called by the Spaniards Cape
“Trefmentes, were forced to return to Wager
Ifland, from whence they firft fer out, where
meeting with a Chiloen Indian, who could fpeak
a little Spanifh, they agreed with him to pilot
them to Chiloe ; but, after coafting along for
four days, the Captain and his officers being on
fhore, five in number, the other fix perfuaded
the Indian to put to fea without them, by which
the reft were reduced to the fad neceffity of tra-
velling near 6oo miles, fometimes by land, and
fomerimes by water, till at length, after a va-
riety of misfortunes and hardfhips not to be pa-
rallelled in romance, four of them, namely, Cap-
* tain Cheap, the Hon. Mr. Byron, who lately
went round the world, Mr. Hamilton, and Mr.
Campbell, arrived at Chiloe, where they were
received by the Spaniards with great humanity.
After fome ftay at Chiloee, the Captain and his
three officers were fent to Valparaifo, and thence
to St. Jago, the capital of Chili, where they con-
. Qq 2 tinped
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“tinued above a year; but onadvice of a cartel,
the Captain, Mr. Byron, and Mr. Hamilton, were
permitted to return to Europe; and Mr. Camp-
beil, who in the mean time had changed his re-
ligion, chofe to embark for Spain; but not meet-
ing there with the encouragement he expected,
he foon after returned to England, where he
publifhed an account of his adventures, but men.
tioned nct a word of changing his religion, nei-
ther does he affign his reafon for leaving Spain.

It is very remarkable, that the place where
the Wager ftruck upon the rock, was fo ncar
the harbour where the Anne pink found fhelter
during the winter, that the Wager’s people were
within hearing of the Pink’s evening and morn-
ing gun, yet never had the thought to follow
the found, or to look out for any ftraggler from
their own {quadron.

On the 22d, the Trial arrived from fearch-
ing the ifland of Little Fernandez, and reported
that it lies about 20 leagues due weft from this
where we lay ; that it is about three leagues in
‘compafs, being very mountainous, with fome
woods and good runs of water, with multitudes
of goats, fifh, fea-lions, and feals; as with us;
but no thips were to be feen, nor any marks of
any having been there,

While we continued at Juan Fernandez, be-
fides our neceffary employments, we likewife
began, and pretty far advanced, a wharf for the
‘better landing and embarking fuch neceffaries

as
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as we had occafion for. We kept two ovens
~employed in baking bread for the thip’s com-
panies, two {mith’s forges for repairing old
and fitting new iron work, and made abundance
of charcoal for future ufe, The Commodore
likewife ordered the carpenters to take a care-
ful furvey of the Anne Pink, the mafter of which
fet forth, that fhe was in fo rotten a condition,
as not to be fit to proceed nor return without
very confiderable repairs ; which reprefentation
upon a furvey being found to be true, the Com.
modore purchafed her materials at a fair valua-
tion, and ordered her to be broke up, and her
crew to be put on board the Gloucefter, that
fhip not having hands enough left to navigate
her, much lefs to fight her, in cafe of an attack
from the enemy.

This ifland lies in latitude 33 deg. 40 min. S,
and longitude 87 deg. 37 min. W. from Lon-
don; diftance from the main continent 105
leagues 3 compafs, by the beft accounts of thofe
who had been round it, 12 or 13 leagues. There
are two fmalland very commodious bays within
the points, which form the large one where we
lay, onc to the eaftward, the other to the weft-
ward of us, and no doubt feveral others in other
parts of the ifland ; variation, by an obfervation
July 2, in the morning, 8 deg. 4 min. half E.
*T'was reported, that the S. W, end of the ifland
is much more flat and level than that where we.
refided, and the goats more numcrous, but
wood fcarcer,

On
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~ On Tuefday, Sept. the 8th, at noon, we faw 2
fail at fea bearing N. E. by E. and, perceiving,
by our glaffes that fhe could be none of our
fquadron, - nor an Englifh-built fthip, we fired a
gun as a fignal for getting all our people on
board ; and, having taken feveral men out of
the Trial, bent our fails, fet up our rigging,
and flipt our fmall bower cable; at fix in the
evening we weighed in purfuit of her. In the
morning of the next day we got down our
ftumps, which are generally fet up in bad wea-
ther inflezd of top-gallant mafts, and in their
place got up our top-gallant mafts and yards,
rigged them, and bent their fails. At eleven
the fame morning we muftered and quartered
the fhip’s company. At noon the ifland of
Juan Fernandez bore W, half S. diftance eight
feagues ; the two next days we faw nothing of

the chace, nor any thing remarkable.
Saturday, Sept. 12, at five in the morning
“we faw a fail to windward, which bore down to-
wards us, and at about two leagues diftance fhe
hawled up the lee clue-garnet of her forefail;
fhewed her Spanifh colours, and fired a gun,
which we fuppofed to be a fignal concerted be-
tween her and others which came out in com-
pany with her; but we not anfwering nor re-
garding it, fhe hauled clofe on a wind and ftood
from us, endeavouring to efcape; upon which
we gave chace, and it proving fomerimes hazy
and foggy, we were in danger of lofing fight of
her. About nine in the morning we tackq:d(i
and
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and at noon coming within gun-fhot, we fired
faive fhot at her rigging to bring her to 5 but fhe
keeping on her courfe, we fired four more, on
which fhe firuck her colours, and f{urrendered
without making any oppofition. This thip hap-
pened not to be the fame we went out afters
She proved a rich merchant thip, having on
board 18,000l fterling in dollars and plate, with -
fome jewels, and abundance of gold and filver
twift; but the bulk of her cargo confifted in
fugars and bale goods, moft of the latter Eu-
ropean, but fome the produce of the country,
She was called the Nueftra Senora del Monte
Carmelo. She was of about 500 tons, was com-
manded by Don Manuel Zamorra, and had on
board 13 paflengers, moft of them perfons of
fortune, amongft whom was the fon of the Gos
vernor of the city of St. Jago, the capital of
Chili. She came from Callao, a port of Lima,
the capital of the empire of Peru, bound for
Valparaifo in Chili, where thofe fhips annually
grade, exchanging filver in return for gold and
corn, the latter being very fcarce in Pery,
Some of the prifoners informed us, that, if we
had taken her in her return from Chili to Peru,
we fhould have met with as much gold in her
as we had now found filver. She had in the
whole a-board her 67 perfons, many of them
Indians 2nd black flaves, who were afterwards
wery ufeful to us in affifting towards the thip’s
duty. She had been 27 days from Callao, and

- wanted
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wanted not above two days fail to compleat her
voyage when we took her.

We found in this thip, on fearch among the
letters fro,m fome merchants in Lima to their
friends in Chili, an account of the fate of the
Spamfh fquadron which had been fent after us,
viz. that, in attempting to pafs the Cape, they
had been forced to put back, after encounter-
ing the molt terrible ftorms and moft prefling
famine, bemg reduced to two ounces of bread
and half a pint of water each man a day ; that,
befides being grievoully attacked by the {fcurvy,
which had made greatef havock among them
than among us, their fhips were almoft en-
tirely difabled, their mafts, fails, yards, rigging
and hullsin 2 manner fhattered and tornto pieces;
that Admiral Pifarro, and one more of his fqua-
dron, after having fuffered the greateft extremi-
ties, had got, with the urmoft difficulty, to Buenos
Avyres, on the River Plate; that another of the
fquadron, a thip of 70 guns, had been entirely
loft near Rio Grande, and that two more had
never been heard of ; that on their return they
had feen two large fhips pafs by very near them,
which they fuppefed to be two fhips of our
fquadron, but the weather proving ftormy, and
the fea running mountains high, they could not
interfere with or attack each other. Thofe
fhips of ours we believed to be the Severn and
the Pearl, and hoped they were fafely arrived
at fome port of the Brazils. Thofe letters
came over land from Buenos Ayres to Lima,

and
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and with them came others containing Admiral
Pifarro’s advice and inftruions to the Vice
roy of Peru concerning us; wherein he told
Him, that, though he himfelf had been forced
baek in fuch a miférable condition, not having
above 80 or 100 of his men living, and his
fhips in fo ill a ftate, that, till fufficient rein-
forcements could come to him from Old Spain,
he could not poflibly come into thofe feas, yet
as the Englith were a ftubborn and refolute peo-
ple, and daring enough to perfift obftinately
in the moft defperate undertakings, he did be-
lieve fome of us might poflibly get round ; but
as he experimentally knew what of neceflity we
muft have fuffered in that dreadful paflage, he
made no doubt but we fhould be in a very weak
and defencelefs condition ; he therefore advifed
the Viceroy to fit cut all the ftrengthi of thipping
he could, and fend them to cruife at the ifland
of Juan Fernandez, where we muft of neceffity
touch to refreth our people, and to repair our
{hxps ; and farther advifed, thae, in cafe of meet-
ing us, they thould not ftand to fight or can-
nonade at 2 diftance, in which poflibly we might
have the advantage, or make our efcape, but
fhould board us at once {word in hand; which
muft, if well executed, in our weak condition,
infallibly prove the means of taking us.

This was a well-laid fcheme, and in pur-
fuance of it the Viceroy equipt three fhips at
Callao, one of 50, one of 30, and one of 20
guns, all double manned with the choiceft men

Vou. 11, Rr they
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they could poflibly procure, and fent them to
wait for us accordingly. Thofe thipsarrived at
Juan Fernandez fome time, I think, in May,
and continued till about June the 6th, when,
imagining that we muft be either put back or
loft, they quitted their ftation, and failed for the
port of Conception in Chili, and by this means
we luckily miffed them : had it happened other-
wife, as we arrived there with only our fingle
fhip, in fuch a defencelefs condition, and had
théy put their orders in execution with any
tolerable degree of refolution, we muft in all
human probability have fallen into their hands,

Our prifoners informed us further, that thofe
fhips, during their cruife, had met with a ftorm,
in which they had received fo much, damage,
that it muft be at leaft two months before they
could again be fit to go to fea. The whole of
his intelligence was as favourable as we could
have withed ; and now we were at no lofs to
account for the frefh marks we found at Juan
Fernandez, of that ifland’s having been lately
vifited by fome white people,

Sunday the 13th, having got on board moft of
the prifoners of note, and all the filver, we
made fail for Juan Fernandez 3 and the weather
proving very moderate, at fix in the evening

that ifland bore N. W. by N. at the diftance of
ﬁve leagues. At three the next mormng we
ﬁred three guns, as a fignal to the ﬁups in the
bay. At four we anchored, got in our fmall

bower
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bower cable, which we had {lipped at leaving the
place, and moored our fhip. |

The 15th we employed in watering, and fet-
ing up .our rigging, in order to purfue our
voyage. And this day, the Commodore being
~ informed that feveral merchant-thips were now

-purfuing their trade without fear of any fur-
prize, the Trial was ordered out on a cruife,
and proceeded immediately. '

The 16th we got up a new top-gallant-maft,
and wanting fome cordage we were {upplied with
it from the Gloucefter. This and the following
days, until the 1gth, we {pent in getting every
thing ready for fea with the utmott expedition.

The 1g9th we fent 28 of our prifoners on
board the Gloucefter, fhe being weakly manned,
and thofe prifoners being good failors. We
likewife fupplied the prize with two months
provifions of all {orts, at full allowance, for 20
men ; put all the guns belonging to the Anne
pink on board of her; and, having left orders
with Captain Mitchell, of the Gloucefter, to
burn the pink, together with her ufclefs ftores,
and appointed him his ftation off the town of
Payta, which is the place where the fhips be-
tween Lima and Panama generally touch to de-
liver part of their cargoes to be difperfed
-through the inland parts of Peru, with orders
to fail to that ftation as foon as poffible, we
weighed, and took leave of cur winter refi-

dence, in company with the prize, which the
Rra Com-
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Commedore had fitted up to cruife againft the
‘enemy.

The 2:ft, at fourin the evening, we had the
la{’c fight of this ifland, it then bearing from us
W, by N. at the diftance of 17 leagues. The
remaining days, until the 24th, we had variable
and uncertain weather, in which we {plit our
main-top-fail and fore-fail, and received fome
other flight damage.

The 2 Jth atfivein the evemng, being fome-
what hazy, we faw two fail to windward, on
which we cleared fhip, in order to be ready to
engage, the largeft of the two fhips bearing
down upon us. = At feven fhe came {fo near,
that we haled her in Spanith, and fhe anf{wered
in Englifh, and told us, that (he was a prize
taken by the Trial, and that her confort was
the Trial itfelf, which was very much difabled.
At 11 the next morning, there being a hard gale
and high fea, . the Trial fired two guns as a fig-
nal of diftrefs, and bore away before the wind,
and we after her. The fame day half an hour
paft noon we fpoke with the Trial, and found.
ﬂ;e had iprung her main-maft, and that her
main-top-maft had come by the board : and as
we were all of  us ftanding to the eaftward next
morning, with a freth gale at fouth, fhe had
the additional misfortune to {pring her fore-
maft; fo that now fhe had not a maft left.
This was a great obftruttion ; for now we had
intelligence by the Trial’s prize, that there werg
many ﬂnps at fea richly laden, and that they

~ had
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‘had no apprehenfions of being attacked by us,
having received intelligence that our fquadron
was either put back or deftroyed. In the
‘courfe, therefore, of the 48 hours we were de-~
tained in waiting upon the Trial, I am per-
fuaded we miffed the taking many valuable
prizes. The refult was, that a council being
called, and all the officers convened together
on board our thip, it was there concluded, that
in her prefent condition the Trial could be of
no farther fervice; and the Commodore, being
refolved to feparate the thips, in order to cruife
upon the coaft to the greateft advantage, gave
orders to Captain Charles Saunders, the Com-
mander, to burn the Trial, and in her room
commiffioned the Trial’s prize for his Majefty’s
fervice, with the fame Commander, officers, and’
people.  This hip, the Trial’s prize, was called’
by the Spaniards the Nueftra Senora de Arin=-
zazie ; but, being now commiffioned for his Ma=
Je[‘cys fervxce, fh,c was -henceforth called the
Trial’s Prize. She was the largeft fhip we took
in thofe feas, being between five and fix hun-’
dred tons, and loaded with bale goods, fugar,
and other commodities, to a confiderable value,
and about 5000l in fpecie and wrought filver, .

The 28th, at nine in the morning, we parted
with the Trial and both the prizes.

The 3oth, we faw the main land of Chili.
This day we began to exercife our people with-
fmall arms, which was the firft time we had
done it fince we came into thofe feas, and which

‘ we
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~we continued at all proper opportunities during
“the voyage. »

On the 1ft of October we came in fight of
the high land of Valparaifo, bearing N. E.. half
E. at the diftance of about 14 leagues, This
city lies in the latitude of 32 deg. 58 min. S.
its longitude from London is by my accoun
8o deg. 37 min, W. '

On the 5th, the Commodore, being informed
that there were murmurings amongft the peo-
ple, becaufe the prize-money was not immedi-
ately divided, ordered the articles of war to be
read ; and after that remonfirated to them on the
danger of mutiny, and faid he had heard the
reafon of their difcontent, but aflured them their
properties were fecured by alt of parliament
as firmly as any one’s own inheritance, and
that the money, plate, &c. were weighed and
marked in public; fo that any capable perfon,
if he pleafed, might take an inventory of the
whole. He then read an account of the parti-
culars, and told them they might (if they
Ppleafed) make choice of any perfon to take an
Inventory for them, or buy their parts. This
fpread a vifible joy, and gave content to every
one. We continued cruifing off the coaft of
- Valparaifo till the 8th, when at twelve at night
we broke the main top-fail yard in the flings,
on which we unbent the top-fail and got down
the broken yard, At ten in the morning we
faw the high land of Choapa, and over it the
Cordillera mountains, being part of that long -

' ridge
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ridge of mountains called the Andes, which
run from one end of South America to the o-
ther, appearing exceflively high, with their tops
covered with fnow.

The 14th we croffed the fouth Tropic to the
northward, and from this time, till we were
fome degrees to the northward of the Equator,
met with nothing but fair weather and a {mooth
fea. ' .

The 21ft, at noon, the high land of Morro-
Quemado bore E. by N. at the diftance of four
leagues; and here we continued cruifing, off
and on till Nov. 2, when, about fix in the
morning, we faw two fzil of fhips flanding te-
wards us; upon which we made a clear fhip,
and immediately gave them chace, when we
foon perceived that they were the Trial and
Centurion prizes. As we had the wind of them,
we brought to, and waited their coming up,
when Captain Saunders came on board, and ac- -
quainted the Commodore that he had cleared
the Trial purfuant to his orders, and having
fcuttled her, he remained by her till the funk ;
but that it was not till the 4th of O&ober be-
fore this was effeCted, by reafon of the great:
iwell and hollow fea ; that, during his attend-
ance on the floop, they were all driven fo far
to leeward, that they were afterwards obliged
to ftretch a long way to the weftward, to regain
the ground they had loft; that in their cruife
they had met no prize, nor had feen any vefiel
on all the coaft, ‘

' Nov,
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Nov. the 3d, at five in the evening, the ifland
of Afia, inlat. 13 deg. 5 min. S. long. 84 deg.
43 min. W, bore from us N. E. by E. diftance
five leagues.

The 5th, at four in the evening, we faw the
high land of Barranca, bearing N. E. by E.
diftant eight or nine leagues ; and half an hour
after we faw a fail to the northward, to whom
we gave chace, and cleared our fhip for engag-
ing. At 10 in the evening we came up with
ber, fired eight guns, and took her. She came
from Guaiaquil, and was bound for Callao, with
timber, cacao, cordage, tobacco, cacao-nuts, and
a {mall trunk with bale goods ; all of little value
‘to us, though a very confiderable lofs to the
Spaniards. She was called the Santa Terefa,
commanded by Don Bartolo Urrunaga, with
between 3o and 40 people on board, paffengers
included, and five or {ix women, befides children.
Qur Third Lieutenant, two other officers, and a
party of failors, were fent on board to command
and take care of her ; and our other prizes being
far a-ftern, occafioned by our chacing this thip,
we lay by till four the next morning, and fired
a gun every hour as a fignal for their joining us.
This day 1 find, by the difference of our dead
reckoning and obfervations, a current to fet a-
long this coaft to the northward of near a mile
an hour,

The 7th, we were employed in getting aboard
feveral neceffary ftores, as planks, cordage, and
the like, from our laft prize, for the ufe of the

{quadron,
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fguadron. The fea here appeared for feveral
miles of a blood-red colour, which the prifoners
informed us was common in thofe paris, and of
which mention has been made more than once
already in this work. This day we fonund aboard
the prize, in fpecie and plate, 50 pounds averdu-
pois weight.

The gth, we brought from on board the Te-
refa 10 ferons of cacao, one of wax, and 180 fa-
thom of three and a half rope.

The 1cth, we brought from on board our firfk
prize the Carmelo, tHe following goods, viz.
cloth two bales, bays five ditto, fug'xr 182 loaves,
firaw mats two, tar one fkin, raifons three bales,
indigo four ferons, cotton cloth one bale, hats
two cafes, and 25 leofe ones, fkins one parcel,
chocolate one bag, camlet one bale and two
parcels, filks cne box, lead four pigs, and combs
one {mall parcel.

The 12th, at five in the morning, we faw a
fail, to which we gave chace ; but there being
very little wind, we manned and armed our
barge, pinnace, and the Trial’s pinnace, and
fent them to take her, and at eight they boarded
and took her, and brought her to us at half an
hour palt 10. She was called the Carmen, com-
manded by Signior Marcus Marina, and came
out of Payta the day before, bound to Callao,
laden with iron and cloth, being a very valuable
cargo. We found on board an Irithman, nam-
ed John Williams, who pretended himlelf a pri-
toner amongft them, and with much feeming

Vou. 1L S oy
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joy entered with us. He informed us, that, a-
mongft other fhips in the Port of Payta, they
left in the road a bark which was taking in
400,000 dollars, with which fhe would fail for
Panama in a day or two at fartheft; and the
Spanifh prifoners being examined, and confirm-
ing the intelligence, and farther giving fome ac-
count of the ftrength of the place, the Commo-
‘dore refolved to attack it this very night, and
made preparations accordingly. Mr. Thomas
Simmers, mate of our fhip, with one midfhip-
man and about 10 or 12 men, were {fent to coms-
mand and take cate of this laft prize. At four
in the afterncon, Point Nonura bore E. by S,
‘half S. diftant eight leagues. At 10 at night,
we fent our barge, pinnace, and Trial’s pinnace,
to attack the town of Payta, by furprize. They
had 49 men well armed, and were commanded
tby the Lieutenants Brett, Dennis, and Hughes,
who' had orders, if poflible, to fecure the Gover-
nor of Payta, and {end him prifoner on board,
in order by that means to procure a {upply of
provifions, and a ranfom for the town. Half an
hour after 11 we founded, and found 43 fathom
water, the ground mud, the ifland of Lobos
bearing N. N. E. at the diftance of three or
four miles. At feven in the morning, Point
Onado, being the point that forms the bay of
Payta, bore S..S. E, two miles diftant ; and the
town of Payta at the fame time began to open
in a direét line with it, diftant about four miles ;
“foon after which we faw our Britifh colours fly-

ing
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ing on the caftle. - At 10, the Trial’s boat came
on board, loaded with gold and. filver, corn,
wrought plate, jewels, and rich moveables.
They informed us, that they took the town
about two in the morning ; and that, though
the Spaniards had fome time before been ap-
prized of our intent, they yet made a very faint
refiftance, having fired but two guns from their
caftle before our men landed, and a few fmall
arms afterwards, when they all quitted the town
with the greateft precipitation, The Governor
and his family made their efcape in fo much
hafte, that his lady was handed out of a window
with ho other cloaths to cover her but her fhift,
All the inhabitants fled in the like confufion, ex-
cept fome negro women and children. In this
action we loft one man, Peter Obrian, the Com-
“modore’s fleward, who was (hot through the breaft
by a mufquet ball; and had two wounded, to
wit, Arthur Lufk, a quarter-mafter, and the
Spanith pilot of the Terefa, whom we had made
ufe of as a guide; the firft through the flethy
part of the arm near the thoulder, the fecond
through the wrift, but neither dangeroufly : and
I have had it reported from feveral officers then
on fhore, that our men ran to the attack, and
fired in fo irregular a manner, that it was, and
ftill remains a doubt, whether thofe were not
fhot by our people rather than by the enemy.-
The town of Payta, at the time of the attack, .
- had a fort with eight guns mounted, which com-
manded the town and harbour ; and the balcony
: S{a of
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of the Governor’s houfe, which sgain commands-
ed that fort, together with feveral other houfes,,
was lined with armed men, of which there might
be about 400 in the town; but thefe people
having enjoyed a long peace, and being enervat-
ed by the luxury {fo cuftemary in thofe parts,
their arms in a bad condition, and no perfen of
experience or courage to head them, itis no .
wonder that they made fo fmall a refiftance, and
were all driven out of the town in lefs than half
an hour by only 49 men; but I believe the noife
of two drums which we made ufe of, together
with the fuddennefs of the {urprize, contributed
to intimidate them, and facilitated our fuccefs.

On our getting pofieflion of the caftle, our
commanding-officer very inconfiderately order-
ed the guns to be thrown over the walls, which
accordingly was executed; but fome time after
refleting on the ill confequence which might
attend that proceeding, he ordered two of them
to be got up and re-mounted.

At 11, cur barge came on board, loaded with
money, plate, and jewels, This town contains
about 140 or 150 houles; there are in it two
churches, which, together with the Governor’s
houfe and caftle, are the only remarkable build-
ings. There are feveral large ftore-houfes full
of rich European, Afian, and American gocds, all
which were deftroyed when we fet the town on
fire; of which in its place. The town lies in
latitude 5 deg. 3 min, S. and longitude from
London 88 deg. 48 min. W. This afternoon

we
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we employed ourfelves in getting off the plun-
der, and provifions of hogs and fowls, which
were here in great plenty. In the evening we
anchored in 10 fathom water, the town bearing
from us S. by E. half E. at about three miles
diftance, not being able to get farther in, by
reafon of the flaws of wind from off the land,

From this time to the 15th we were employed
in getting on board the plunder, which chiefly
confifted of rich brocades,laced cloaths, bales of
fine linens and woolens, Britannia’s, {lays, and
the like ; together with a great number of hogs,
fome fheep and fowls, cafes of Spanith brandies
and wines, a great quantity of onions, olives,
fweet-meats, and many other things too tedious
to name ; all which the failors hoped would have
been equally divided among the fhips companies,
but they found themfelves difappointed.

We found in the road, one fhip, two fhows,
one {chocner, and two quarter-gallies, all which
we took pofleffion of. The 14th, inthe morn-
ing, we faw a bark-log as they call it, being a
fort of raft made of the flumps of trees faltened
together, overlaid with poles, and covered with
fmall twigs twifted mat-wife, with feveral peo-
ple in her coming along thore from the fouth-
ward. She'had a fort of maft and {fall in her,
and at firft fight we knew not what to make of
her ; and none of our own boats being on board,
we fent the carmen’s boat, with Mr. Langdon,
a midfhipman, who commanded in the fecend
place on board that fhip, and fome armed peo-

' ple,
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ple, to purfue them, who perceiving it put ont
fhore, and made their efcape over the rocks.
Mr. Langdon took their bark-log, which he
found to be laden with dried fith, which we
fuppofe they were carrying to Payta for a mar-
ket.  This evening the Spaniards, who had all
along appeared in great numbers from the hills,
and were now confiderably increafed, making a
fhew of warlike preparations, as if they defigned
in the night to attack our people in the town,
they thereupon barricaded the ftreets, and
kept very ftrit watches, to prevent a fur-
prize. Several negroes delivered themfelves up,
defiring to be made prifoners, that they might
-have fome food, and more efpecially water, to
keep them from perithing ; for the country
thereabouts being for many miles round quite
barren and fandy, without either water or any
other thing neceffary for life, and the neareft
town to them, named as.I think Sanéta Cruz,
whence relief might be got, being a day and a
half or two days journey off, the people who
had left the town were in a ftarving condition,
and we had melancholy accounts of feveral dy-
ing among them for want chiefly of water dur-
ing our fmall ftay ; and yet fo greatly were they
infatuated or frightened, that they never offered
to treat for the ranfom of the place, which if they
had done, I believe it would not have been de-
ftroyed ; in which cafe they might have fecur-
¢d to themfelves not only their habitations, ‘but
provifions and water enough (till they could

have
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have got a freth recruit), which we fhould on
that condition have readily left them.

The town feems to be very unhappily fituat-
ed on that and {fome other accounts, they hav-
ing no water but what is brought them by land-
carriage from {everal leagues off; fo that they
are obliged o keep very confiderable quantities
by them in earthen jars, not only for their own
ufe, but for the thips who frequently touch here,
where they likewife often unload,and take in frefh
cargoes. They are in the fame cafe as to grain,
bread, and almoft all other neceffaries of life ;
and lie fo open to an enemy, that the town has
been often taken and ruined by the Englifh,
Dutch, and French; all which inconveniencies,
one would imagine, fhould tempt them to change
their fitvation : but then the conveniency of their
trade is {o great, being the only proper place
they can pitch on for a mart between Panama
and Peru, that they prefer this lucrative conve«
nience to all other confiderations,

Among the flaves who had defired to be en-
tertained in our fervice, was one, who, having
been a flave in Jamaica, had on the death of his
mafter obtained his liberty, and thereupon en-
tered himfelf a fervant to one of the South-Sea
Company’s fattors, whom he accompanied to
Porto Bello and Panama, and there got into the
fervice of a Spanifh gentleman, who took a great
fancy to him, and with whom he went to Lima
in Peru, where this mafter likewife dying left
him a very confiderable legacy ; but the power

being
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being now in the hands of his executors, they
not only defrauded him of this legacy, but made
him a flave a fecond time. He was now at
Payra with one of his new mafters, on his paf-
fage from Lima to Panama, when he took this
opportunity to come Over to us; and being a
very handy fellow, and accuftomed to wait on
gentlemen, he was immediately taken into the
Commodore’s fervice, came with us 1nto Eng-
land, and, I believe, continued with bim till his
death. This perfon gave us fome information
of the defligns of the Spaniards on fhore, and
told us we had killed one or two of them, and
wounded feveral others; but this account was
never, that I know of, farther confirmed.
The 15th, in the morning, we fent on fhore
all our Spanifh, and feveral of our Indian pri.
-foners, keeping all the blacks and fome of the
Indians, to affift in working the fhips, &c. To
the blacks, who were all or moft of them flaves,
was promifed their liberty in England, in cafe
they would ftand by and affit us againft our
enemies the Spaniards; which they all promif-
ed very cordially : but we could foon difcover,
that, notwithftanding their lfeeming condefcen-
fion, moft of them would have much rather con-
tinued in the fervice of their old mafters, than
fail to accept of liberty with us; not that I be-
lieve thofe people were in love with flavery, or
would not willingly have had their liberty, but
tl?en it muft be on their own terms, the Spa-
niards in thofe parts being in great awe of the
B ' Indianss



Commopore ANSON’s VOYAGE. 321

Iadians, whom, though they have fubdued, and
feem to have incorporated among them, they dare
not truft, but keep thele blacks as guards, and
. ufe them well. The truth is, thofe Indians have
ftill preferved, by tradition from father to fon,
the memory of the great cruelties which the firft
Spaniards exercifed in thofe parts, and are angry
enough at their prefent hard ufage. They look
on themfelves as the natural lords of the coun-
try. and the Spaniards as covetous intruders,
and cruel inhuman tyrants ; and want only op~
portunity to make them {enfible of their refenta
ment, and to recover their loft country and li=
berty. *Tis on this account that the Spaniards
are very kind to their black flaves, whom they
cherifth and encourage highly, and look on them
in the fame light of a ftanding militia, always
ready to arm again(’c thofe Indians; fo that,
though the negroes in all other plantations in
the Welt Indies are ever ready for revolts and
rebellions, thefe, on the contrary, are always rea-
dy to defend their kind mafters with their lives.
In effelt they live very eafy, are favoured by
the Spamards, and fcorn and infult the poor In-
dians, who in return hate and deteft both them
and their mafters; that being all that is left in
their power.

This day an order was given to Mr. Brett, the
then commanding officer on fhore, to burn and
deftroy the town entirely, the two churches,
which ftood a little out of the way of the reft,
only excepted ; the Spaniards, as has been al-

Vou. 11, Tt ready
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ready faid, never having made any advance to-
wards treating fot its ranfom,

But now, before I entirely quit the relation of
our tranfactions at this place, it may, perhaps, be
expected, that I fhould give a more particular
account of the booty we made, nd of the lofs
the Spaniards fuftained. I have already obferv-
ed, that there were great quantities of valuable
effe@s in the town; but, as moft of them were
what we could neither difpofe of, nor carry away,
the total of this merchandize can only be rudely
guefled at.  The Spaniards, in their reprefenta-
tions fent to the court of Madrid (as we were
afterwards affured), eftimated their whole lofs at
a million and a half of dollars ; and when it i3
confidered, that no fmall part of the goods we
left behind us, were of the richeft and moft ex-
penfive fpecies, as broad-cloths, filks, cambrics,

velvets, &c. I cannot but think thexr valuatlon
fufficiently moderate.

As to ourfelves, the acquifition we made,
though inconfiderable in comparifon of what we
deftroyed, was yet far from defpicable; for the
wrought plate, dollars, and other coin, which
fell into our hands, amounted to upwards of
30,000 L. befides feveral rings, bracelets, and
jewels, whofe intrinfic value we could not then
eftimate : and over and above all this, the plun-
der, which became the property of the immediate
captors, was very great; {othat, upon the whole,
it was by much the moft important booty we
met with upon that coaft,

There
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- There remains {till another matter to be re~
lated, which on account of the fignal honour
which our national character in thofe parts has
thence received, and the reputation which our
Commodore in particular has thereby acquired,
merits a diftinét and circumftantial difcuffion,
1 have already obferved, that-all the prifoners
taken by us were, before our departure, put on
fhore, and difcharged, amongft whom there
were fome perfons of confiderable diftinélion,
elpecially a youth of about 17 years of age, fon
of the Vice-Prefident of the Council of Chili.
As the barbarity of the buccaneers, and the art-
ful ufes the ecclefiaftics had made of it, had filled
the natives of thofe countries with the moft ter-
rible ideas of Englith cruelty, we always found
our prifoners, at their firt coming on board us,
to be extremely dejetted, and under great hor-
ror and anxiety ; particularly this youth, who,
having never been from home before, lamented
his captlvxty in the moft moving manner, regret-
ting, in very plaintive terms, his parents, his bro-
thers, his fifters, and his native country ; of all
which, he was fully perfuaded, he had taken his
laft farewel, believing that he was now devoted
for the remaining part of his life to an abject
and cruel fervitude. Indeed, his companions on
board, and all the Spaniards that came into.our
power, had the fame defponding opinion of theu‘
fituation. Mr. Anfon conftantly exerted his ut-
moﬁ: endeavours to efface thofe terrifying im-
prcﬁions they had received of us, always taking

Ttz care,
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- care, that as many of the principal people among
them as there was room for fhould dine at his
table by turns; and giving the moft peremp-
tory orders, too, that they fhould always be treat~
ed with the utmoft decency and humanity : but,
netwithftanding this precaution, it was generally
obferved, that for the firft day or two they did
not quit their fears, fufpecting the gentlenefs of
their ufage to be only preparatory to fome un-
thought. of calamity. However, being at length
convinced of our fincerity, they grew perfe&ly
eafy in their ficuation, and remarkably chearful 5
fo that it was often difputable, whether or no
they confidered their being detained by uc asa
misfortune : for the youth I have ahove men-
tioned, -who was near two months on board us;
had at laft fo far conquered his melancholy fur~
mifes, and had taken fuch an affe@ion to Mr,
Anfon, thatit is doubtful to me, whether, if his
own opinion had been atked, he would not have
preferred a voyage to England in the Centurion,
to the being fet on thore at Payta, where he was
at liberty to return to his country and friends.
‘This conduct of the Commodore to his pri-
foners, which was continued without interruption
or deviation, gave them all the higheft idea of
his humanity and benevolence, and occafioned
them, likewife, (as mankind are fond of form-
ing general opinions) to entertain very favour-
ab}e thouahts of the whole Englith nation. But
whatever they might be difpofed to think of
Mr. Anfon before the capture of the Terefa,

- theiy
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their veneration for him was prodigioufly in-
creafed by his conduct towards the ladies whom
he took in that veflel; for, being informed
that there were among them a mother and two
daughters of exquifite beauty, who were of
quality, he not only gave orders that they
fhould be left in full poffeffion of their own
apartments, but-alfo forbid, on the fevereft pe=
nalries, any of the common people on board
from approaching them; and, that they might
be the more certain of having thefe orders com-
plied with, or of having the means of coms~
plaining if they were not, he permitted the
pilot, who in Spanifh thips is generally the fe~
cond perfon on board, to ftay with them as
a guardian and protector. Thefe were meafures:
that feemed fo different from what might have
been expeéted from an enemy and an heretic,
that the Spaniards on board, though they had
themfelves experienced his beneficence, were fur«
prized at this new inftance of it; and the more
{o, as all this was done without folicitation, and
without the interpofition of one friend to inters
cede in their favour, The ladies were fo fen-
fible of the obligations they owed him for the
care and atention with which he prote&ted
them, that they abfolutely refufed to go to
fhore at Payta, till they had been permitted to
wait on him on board the Centurion to return
him thanks in perfon. Indeed, all the prifoners
“left us with the ftrongeft affurances of their
grateful remembrance of- his uncommon treat-
i ment :
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ment : ‘a jefuit, 1n particular, whom the Com-
modore had taken, and who was an ecclefiaftic’
of fome diftinéion, could not help - exprefling
himfelf with great thankfulnefs for the civili-
ties he and his countrymen had found on
board, declariig that he thould confider it ashis:
duty to do Mr. Anfon juftice at all times, adding
that his ufage of the men prifoners was fuch as
could never be forgotten, and fuch as he fhould
never fail to acknowledge upon all occafions ;
but that his behaviour to the ladies was fo ex-
traordinary, and fo extremely honourable, that
he doubted if all the regard due to his own
ecclefiaftical charalter would be fufficient to
render it credible. Indeed, we were afterwards
informed, that he and the reft of our prifoners’
had not been filent on this head ; but that, both
at Lima and at other places, they had given the
greateft encomiums to our Commodore ; that
the jefuit, in particular, as we were told, on his
account, interpreted in a lax and hypothetical
- fenfe, that article of his church which afferts
the impofiibility of heretics being faved—But
to return : . ,
After we had finithed our bufinefs, fet
the town in flames, and got the treafure on
board, Mr. Brett, the officer who commanded
the 3tt{1Ck, having colletted his men together,
was directing his march towards the beach
where the boats waited to take them on board,
‘when the Spaniards on the hill behind the:
town, obferving his retreat, refolved to try if
they
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they could not precipitate his departure, and
thereby lay fome foundartion for future boalting.
To this end a party of horfe, all picked men.
fingled out for this daring enterprize, marched-
down the hill with much {eeming refolution ; fo
that, had we not entertained a Ju{’c opinion of
their prowefs, we might have imagined, that,
now we were upon the open beach with ro
advantages of fituation, they would certaiply
have charged us: but we prefumed, and we
were not miftaken, that all this was mere often-
tation ; for, notwithftanding the pomp and pa-
rade they at firft came on with, Mr. Brewt had
no fooner ordered his men to halt and face a-
bout, than the enemy flopt their career, and
never dared to advance a ftep farther.

When our people arrived at their boats and
were ready to go on board, they were for fome:
time retarded by mifling one of their number;,
and being unable, on their mutual enquiries a-
mong each other, to inform themielves where
he was left, or by what accident detained, they,
after a confiderable delay, refolved to get into
their boats and to depart without him : but, -
when the laft man was actually embarked, and
the boats were juft putting off, they heard him
calling to them to take him in. = The place
was by this time fo thoroughly on fire, and the’
fmoke covered the beach fo effectually, that
they could fcareely difcern him, though they
heard his voice. However, the Lieutenant in+
ftantly ordered -one of the boats to his reli’;f,

who
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who found him up to the chin in water, for he
had waded as far as he durft, béing extremely
frightened with the apprehenfions of falling into
the hands of an enemy, enraged, as they doubt-
lefs were, at the pillage and deftruétion of their
town. On enquiring into the caufe of his ftay-
" ing behind, it was found that he had taken that
‘morning .too largeé a dofe of brandy, which had
thrown him into fo found a fleep, that he did not
awake till the fire came near enough to {corch
him. He was ftrangely amazed, at firft opening
his eyes, to fee the houfes on a blaze on one fide,.
and feveral Spaniards and Indians not far from
him on the other. The greatnefs and fuddennefs’
of his fright inftantly reduced him into a ftate of
fobriety, and gave him fufficient prefence of mind
to pufh through the thickeft of the fmoke, as.
the likelieft means to efcape the enemy; and,
making the beft of his way to the beach, he ran
as far into the water as he durft (for he could not
{fwim), before he ventured to look back.

By the time our people had helped their com-
rade out of the water, and were making the beft
of their way to the fquadron, the flames had
taken pofieflion of every part of the town, and
burnt fo furicufly, both by means of the combuf-
tibles that had been diftributed for that purpofe,
and by the flightnefs of the materials of which
the houfes were compofed, and their aptitude to
take fire, that it was fufficiently apparent no ef-
forts of the enemy (though they fAocked down

in
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in great numbers) could poflibly put a ftop to
it, or prevent the entire deftruétion of the place,
and all the merchandize contained therein. .M.
Brett had the curiofity to delineate its appear-
ance, together with that of the thips in the har-
bour, as may be feen in the Plate.

Our detachiment having now fafely joined the
fquadron, the Commodore prepared to leave the
place the fame evening. At feven, Cape Blanco,
in lat. 4 deg. 28 min. S. and long. 88 deg. 16
min. W. from London, bore from us S. S. E.
half E. about feven or eight miles diftant. Thig
afternoon and the next day we were employed
in taking the moft ufeful and valuable things
out of the Santa Terefa and the Payta bark: we
likewife defigning to take every neceffary thing
which we conveniently could out of the Santa
Terefa, in order to deftroy her, and bring our
ftrength into a lefs compafs, we took her in tow,
and fet the Payta bark on fire with the fanie view,
The next day we deftroyed the Santa Terefa in
the fame manner, having got out of them both
fome anchors, cables, hawfcrs, yards, and top-
mafts, blocks, bales of goods, and feveral other
neceflaries.

- The 17th at three in the afterncon, the Glous
cefter, with a prize of her’s in tow, joined us.
This prize was called the Del Oro, and was
chiefly laden with wine; however, out of her
and a fmall boat which they took going along
thore, they got, in gold, filver, and wrought
plate, to about the value of 17 or 180001

You. II. . Uu Thele
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Thefe two were all the prizes the Gloucefter
took 1n thofe feas.

On board this prize of this Gloucefter were
two horfes, which being, I Iuppofe, fat, and
probably better food than their falt beef or
pork, they killed and eat them; and this, I
imagine, gave ground to that ficlion which one
of the fpurious accounts'of our voyage has giv-
en, of our eagerly hunting and eating wild
hotfes, whereas in reality we never faw nor
heard of a wild horfe during the voyage.

The Gloucefter had chaced two or three fhips
which had efcaped her, and one of thofe touch-
ed st Payta; and though they could give no
certain account that the fhip which had chaced
them was an enemy, yetthe circumftances they
gave were fo firong, that it put the people of
Payta upon fecuring their treafure, and the beft
of their effects, not caring to be too well provid-
ed for the profit of fuch unwelcome vifitants,

The 2ift, at half palt five in the morning,
we faw the ifland of Plata, fo called from Sir
Francis Drake’s having, asit is faid, divided the
treafure he took in the South Seas at this place.
Atwwo this afternoon, the part of Manta bore-
S. E. by E. diftant about zight or nine leagues.
We at this time fent fix month4 provifions on
board the Carmen; and all the thips had orders,

“in cafe of feparation, for feveral rendezvoufes on
the coaft of Mexico, or, in cafe of not meeting
there, to make the beft of their way to Macao,

in
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in China, where they were to await the arrival
of the Commodore.

The 22d, a divifion was made of the plunder
of Payta, and the Commedore not appearing in
that affair, it was done at the pleafure, and to
the entire fatisfaltion, of five or fix (no doubr)
very difinterefted officers; and, indeed, moft
things of this nature, during the courfe of the
voyage being managed with the fame difcretion
and honour, no room was left for complaining
of particular partialities.

Here, however, we cannot help remarking 2
very confiderable difference between the relation
given by Pafcoe Thomas, and that givea by Mr.
‘W alters ; the former having afferted, that the
Commodore did zot interfere in the diftributions
the latter; that it was by his prudent manage-
ment, that a jealoufy, which had arifen berween
‘thofe who were the real captors, and thefe who
remained on board the thip, was accommodated.
Mr. Walters® account will fer this matter in a
true light : < And now, fays he, (while the thips
lay-to, in hopes of joining the Gloucefter;) ajea=
loufy, which had taken its rife at Payta, between
‘thofe who had been commanded on {hore for the
attack, and thofe who had continued on board,
grew to fuch a height, that the Commodore, be-
ing made acquainted with it, thought it necef-
fary to interpofe his authority to oppofe it. The
ground of this animofity was the plunder gotten
~at Payta, which thofe who had aced on (hore
had appropriated to themfelves, confidering it

' Uuas as
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as a reward for the rifques they had run, and
the tefolution they had fhewn in that fervice.
But thofe who had remained on board looked
on this as a very partial and unjuft procedure,
urging, that, had it been left to their choice,
they thould have preferred the acting on  fhore
to the continuing on board ; that their duty
while their comrades were on fhore was ex-
tremely fatiguing ; for, befides the labour of the
day, they were conftantly under arms all night,
to fecure the prifoners, whofe numbers exceeded
their own, and of whom it was then neceﬁary
to be extremely watchful, to prevent any at-
tempts they might have formed in that critical
‘conjun&ure: that, upon the whole, it could not
be denied, but that the prefence of a fufficient
force on board was as neceflary to the fuccefs of
the enterprize, as the action of the others on
fhore ; and, therefore, thofe who had continued
on board maintained, that they could not be de-
prived of their fhare of the plunder without ma-
nifeft injuftice. Thefe were the contefts amongft
our men, which were carried on with great heat
on both fides; and, though the plunder in quef-
tion was a very trifle in comparifon of the trea-
fure taken in the place (in which there was no
‘doubt burt thofe on board had an equal right),
yet as the obflinacy of failors is not always regu-
Jated by the importance of the matter in dif-
pute, the Commodore thought it neceffary to
put a ftop to this ferment betimes.  According-
ly, the moraing after our leaving Payta, he ore

‘ dered
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dered all hands upon the quarter-deck, where
addrefling himfelf to thofe who had been de-
tached on thore, he commended their behaviour,
~and thanked them for their fervices on that oc-
cafion ; but then, reprefenting to them the rea-
fons urged by thofe who had continued on board,
for an equal diftribution of the plunder, he told
them, that he thought thefe reafons very con-
clufive, and that the expectations of their com-
rades were juftly founded; and therefore, he in-
fifted, that, not only the men, but all the officers
likewife who had been employed in taking the
place, fhould produce the whole of their plun-
der immediately upon the quarter-deck, and that
it fhould be impartially divided amongft the
whole crew, in proportion to each man’s rank
and commiffion ; and, to prevent thofe who had
‘been in pofleflion of the plunder from murmur-
ing at this diminution of their fhare, the Com.
modore added, that, as an encouragement:to
others who might be hereafter employed on like
fervices, he would give his entire fhare to be
diftributed amongft thofe who had been detach-
ed for the attack of the place. Thus, this-
troublefome affair, which, if permitted to have
‘gone on, might, perhaps, have been attended
with mifchievous confequences, was, by the
Commodore’s prudence, foon appeafed, to the
general fatisfaction of the fhip’s company : not
Jbut there were fome few whofe feliith difpofi-
‘tions were uninfluenced by the juftice of this
-procedure, and who were incapable of difcern-

!Dg



334 Commopore ANSON’s VOYAGE,

ing the force of equity, however glaring, when
is tended to deprive them of any part of what
they had once got into their hands.”

Being now joined by the Gloucefter and her
prize, it was refolved that we fhould ftand to
the northward, and make the beft of our way
either to Cape St. Lucas on California, or to
Cape Corientes on the coalt of Mexico. In-
deed, the Commodore, when at Juan Fernan-
dez, had determined to touch in the neigh-
bourhcod of Panama, and to endeavour to
get fome correfpondence over land with the
feet under the command of Admiral Vernon ;
for when we departed from England, we left a
large force at Portfmouth, which was intended
to be fent to the Weft Indies, there to be em-
ployed in an expedition againft fome of the
Spanifh fetilements.  And Mr. Anfon, taking
it for granted that this enterprize had fucceed-
ed, and that Porto Bello perhaps might be then
garrifoned by Britifh troops, he hoped that, on
his arrival at the ifthmus, he fhould eafily pro-
curean intercourfe with our countrymen on the
other fide, either by the Indians, who were
greatly difpofed in our favour, or even by the
Spaniards themfelves, fome of whom for pro-
per rewards might be induced to carry on this
intelligence ; which, after it was once begun,
might be continued with very little difficulty ;
fo that Mr. Anfon flattered himfelf, that he
might by this means have received a reinforce-
ment of men from the other fide, and that, by

fettling
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fettling a prudent plan of operations with our
Commanders in the Weft Indies, he might have
taken even Panama itfelf, which would have
given to the Britifh nation the poffeflion of that
ifthmus, whereby we fhould have been in ef-
feét mafters of all the treafures of Peru,

Such were the projeéts which the Commo-
dore revolved in his thoughts, at the ifland of
Juan Fernandez, notwithftanding the feeble
condition to which he was then reduced ; but
in examining the papers which were found on
board the Carmelo, the firft prize we took, we
. learned, that our attempt againft Carthagena
had failed, and that there was no probability
that our fleet in that part of the world would
engage In any new enterprize that would at all
facilitate this plan. Mr. Anfon therefore gave
over all hopes of being reinforced acrofs the
ifthmus, and confequently had no inducement -
at prefent to proceed to Panama, as he was in-
capable of attacking the place, and there was
great reafon to believe that, by this time, there
was a general embargo on all the coaft.

The only feafible meafure, then, which was
left us, was to fteer as foon as poflible to the
fouthern parts of California, or to the adjacent
coaft of Mexico, there to cruife for the Manilla
galleon, which we knew was now at fea, bound
to the port of Acapulco; and we doubted not
but to get on that ftation time enough to inter-
cept her: but there was a bufinefs which we fore-
faw would occafion fome delay, and that was the

recruiting
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recruiting our water, it being impofiible to
think of venturing upon this paffage to the
coaft of Mexico till we had procured a freth
fupply. It was for fome time a matter of de-
liberation, where we fhould take in this necef-
fary article; but, by confulting the accounts of
former navigators, and examining our prifon-
ers, we at laft refolved for the ifland of Quibo,
fituated at the mouth of the bay of Panama. Nor
was it but on good grounds that the Commodore
conceived this to be the propereft place for wa-
tering the fquadron. Indeed, there was a {mall
ifland called Cocos, which was lefs out of our
way than Quibo, where fome of the buccaneers
had pretended to find water; but none of our
prifoners knew any thing of it, and it was
thought too dangerous to rifque the fafety of the
fquadron, by expofing ourfelves to the hazard
of not meeting with water when we came there,
on the mere authority of thofe legendary writers,
of whofe mifreprefentations and falfities we had
almoft daily experience. Determined, there-
fore, to take in water at Quibo, we directed
our courfe northward, being eight fail in com-
pany, and confequently having the appearance
of a very formidable fleet ; and on the 1gth, at
day-break, we difcovered Cape Blanco, bearing
5. S. K. half E. feven miles diftant. By this
time we found that our laft prize, the Solidad,
was far from anfwering the charafer given of -
her as a good failor ; and the and the Santa Te-
r¢fa delaying us conliderably, the Commodore
- commanded
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tommanded them to be cleared of every thirig
that might prove ufeful to the reft of the fhips,
and then to be burnt. And having given proper
inftrutions, and appointed a rendezvous to the
Gloucefter, and to the prizes, in cafe of fepara-
tion, we proceeded in our courfe for Quibo, -

On the 25th, Point Manta bore S E. by E«
at feven miles diftance; and there being a town
of the fame name in the neighbourhood, Cap-
tain Mitchell in the Gloucetter took the oppor-
tunity of fetting on fhore feveral of his prifoners,
The boats were now daily employed in diftri-
buting provifions on board the prizes, to coms
pleat theit ftock for fix months; and that the
Ceanturion might be the better prepared to give
the Manilla thip a warm reception, if happily
fhe fhould fall in our way, the carpenters were
ordered to fix eight ftocks on the main and
fore tops, which were properly fitted for the
mounting of {wivel guns, 7

On the 25th we had fight of the ifland of
Gallo; and from hence we croffed the bay of
Panama, fhaping our courfe in a dire@ line for
Quibo. Here we found, in a few days, a very
confiderable alteration in the climaté; for; in-
ftead of that uniform temperatute, where neither
the excefs of heat or cold was prevalent, we had
now clofe and fultry weathier, like that we met
with on the coaft of Brazil. We had, befides,
frequent calms and heavy rains, which we at
firft afcribed to the neighbourhood of the Line,

You. 1L X % - where
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whete this kind of weather is obferved to obtain
at all feafons of the year; but, finding that it
attended us for more than feven degrees of
north latitude, we. began to fufpe that the
ftormy feafon, or, as the Spaniards call it, the
Vandewals, was not yet paft; though many
-writers, particularly Captain Shelvock, affert,
that this feafon begins in June, and ends in
November : but, perhaps, its end may rot be
-always regular. .

On the 27th, Capt. Mitchell having cleared
his lergeft prize, fhe was.likewife fet on fire;
and npw our fleet confifted only of five fhips,
and we were fortunate enough to find them all
good failors. On the 3d of December we had
“a view of the ifland of Quibo, the eaft end of
which bore from us N. N, W, four leagues dif-
tant, and the ifland of Quicara W. N, W. at
about the fame diftance. When we had thus
got fight of land, we found the wind to hang
wefterly; and therefore night coming on, we
thought it advifeable to ftand off till morning;
as there are faid to be fome fhoals at the en-
trance of the channel. At fix the next morn-
ing, Point Marrato bore N. E. half N. three
or four leagues diftant. In weathering this
pomt, all the fquadron, except the Ccntunon,
were ‘very near it 3 and the Gloucefter, being
the leeward-moft thip, was forced to tack and
 ftand to the fouthward ; fo that we loft fight of
her; and, the wiad proving unfavourable, we
faw her no more till we quitted the ifland. At

feven
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{even in the evening we anchored in the Canal
Bueno, or Good Channel, which is at leaft fix
‘miles in breadth, muddy ground. Next morn-
ing an officer was difpatched on fhore to dif-
‘cover the watering-place, who, having found
it, returned before noon; and then we fent our
long-boat for a load of water, and at the fame
time weighed and flood further in with our
fhips, for the convenience of being fooner fup-
_plied fo that we were little more than two days
in laying in all the wood and water we wanted.
Whillt the thip continued here at anchor, the
Commodore, attended by fome of his officers,
went in a boat to examine a bay which 13y to
the northward, and they afterwards ranged all
- along the eaftern fide of the ifland. In the
places where they put.on fhore, in the courfe
of this expedition, they generally found the
foil to be rich, and met with great plenty of
~excellent water. In particular, near the north-
~eaft point of the ifland, they difcovered a natu-
ral cafcade, which furpaffed, as they conceived,
every thing of this kind which human art had
ever yet produced, It was a river of tranf-
" parent water, about 40 yards wide, which rolled
down a declivity of near 150 feet in length.
The channel itfelf was very irregular, intitely
“coinpofed of rocks, both its fides and" bottom
~ being made up of large detached' blocks, and
by thefe the courfe of the water was frequently
interrupted ; for in fome parts it ran floping
wuh a ‘rapid but uniform motion, whillt in

Xxo2 others
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athers it tumbled over ledges of rocks with a
perpendicular defcent.  On the neighbourhood
of this fiream was a fire wood ; and even the
huge mafles of rock which over-hung the wa-
ter, and which by their various projections
formed the inequalities of the channel, were
‘covered with lofty foreft trees.  Whillt the
~Commodore, with thofc who accompanied him,
‘were attentively viewing this place, and were
-remarking the different blendings of the water,
the rocks, and the wood, there came in fight,
as it were to heighten and animate the profpeét,
- @ prodigious flight of Mackaws, which, hover-
ing over this fpot, and often wheeling and
. playing on the wing above it, afforded a moft
brilliant appearance, by the glittering of the
fun, and their variegated plumage ; fo that fome
of the fpectators cannot refrain from a kind of
tranfport when they recount the beauties which -
occurred in this extraordinary waterfal,

In three days we compleated our bulinefs in
“this place, and were Impatient to depart, that we
~might arrive time enough on the coaft of Mexi-

co, to intercept the galleon; but the wind, be-
Ing contrary, detained us a night ; and next day,
when we had gained an offing, while we were
- hovering about in hopes of getting fight of the
Gloucefter, we on the 20th dzfcemed a {mall
fail to the northward of us, to which we gave
chace, and coming up with her took her. She
~proved 1o be a bark from Panama, called the
jeﬂ Wazareno, laden with oakum, rock falt,

and
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and a fmall quantity of money to'purchafe a car-
go of provifions at Cheripe, an inconfiderable
village on the continent, which, however, has a
good market, from whence future voyagers, in
cafe of neceffity, may be plentifully fupplied.

On the 12th of September we joined the
Gloucefter, who informed us, that, in tacki‘ng
to the fouthward, on her firlt approach towards
the ifland, fhe had {prung her fore-top-maft,
which had difabled her from working to wind-
ward, and prevented her from joining us
fooner, 'We now fcuttled and funk the Jefu
Nazareno, and, on the 12th of December, ftood
to the weftward, having previoufly delivered
frefh infire&ions for the condu& of the fleet,
‘We had now little doubt of arriving foon e-
nough upon our intended ftation, as we expe@-
ed, upon the increafing our offing from Quiba,
to fall in with the regular trade-wind, but, to
pur extreme vexation, we were baffled for near
_ a month, fo that it was the 25th of December
before we {faw the ifland of Cocos, which, ac-
cording to our reckoning, was only 100 leagues
from the continent, and even then we had the
mortification to make fo little way, that we did
" not lofe fight of that ifland. again in five days.
This ifland we found to be in the lat. of 5 deg.
20 min. N. |

We had flattered ourfelves, that the uncertain
and weftern gales we met with were owing to
the neighbourhood of the continent, from which,

as
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as we got more diftant, we hoped to be relieved
by falling in with the eaftern trade-wind ; but
in this too being difappointed, we began 'at
length to defpair of the great purpofe we had in
view. This produced a general dejeétion a-
mong us, as we had at firft confidered the pro-
jet as almoft infallible, and had indulged our-
felves in the moft boundlefs hopes of the advan-
tages we fhould thence receive. However, our
defpondency was, in fome meafure, alleviated
by a favourable change of the wind; and, as
we now advanced a-pace towards our ftation,
our hopes began again to revive. On the 17th
of January, we were advanced to the lat. of
12 deg. 50 min. N. and, on the 26th of Ja-
nuary, finding ourfelves to the northward of
Acapulco, we tacked and ftood to the eaftward,
with a view of making the land ; and we ex-
pected, by our reckonings, to have fallen in
with it on the 28th, yet, though the weather
was perfeétly clear, we had no fign of it at fun-
fet; about ten at night we difcovered a light
on the larboard bow, bearing from us N. N. E,
and, foon after, the Trial’s prize made the fig-
nal for feeing a fail. As we had none of us any
doubt but that what we faw was a thip’s light, we
were all extremely animated with a firm perfua-.
fion that it-was the Manilla galleon, that had
been fo long the obje& of our withes,. We
immediately caft off the Carmelo, and preffed
forward with all our canvas, making 2 fignal
for the Gloucefter .to do the fame. Thus we
chafed



Commonore. ANSON’s VOYAGE. 343

chaced the light, keeping all our ha..ds at their
refpe&xvc quarters, under an expeétation of en-
gaging within half an hour, as we fometimes con-
ceived the chace to be about a mile diftant, and
at other times to be within reach of our guns,
In this conftant and eager attention we conti-
nued all night, always prefuming that another
quarter of an hour would bring us up to this
Manilla fhip, whofe wealth we now eftimated at
round millions: but, when day-light came, we
were moit vexatioufly difappointed, by finding
that the light which had occafioned all this ex-
pectancy, wasonly a fireon the fhore. At fun-
rifing, after this mortifying delufion, we found
ourfelves about nine leagues off land, extending
-from the N. W, to E. half N. On this land
we obferved two remarkable hammocks, which -
bore N. from us, and which a Spanifh pilot and
two Indians affirmed to be over the harbour of
Acapulco; but we found them egregioully mif-
taken, thefe being in 17 deg. 56 min. whereas
Acapulco lies in 17 deg. only
Being now in the track of the Mamlla gal-
leon, it was a doubt with us, as it was near the
end of January, whether the was or was not ar-
rived : but, examining our pnfoners about it,
they affured us, the was fometimes known to
come in after the middle of February; and they
endeavoured to. perfuadc us, that the fire we had
feen on fhore wasa proof that {fhe was yet at
fea, it being cuftomary, as they faid, to make
ufe of thefe fires as fignals for her diretion when
fhe
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fhe continued out longer than ordinary. On thig

reafoning of our prifoners, we refolved to cruife’

for herfome days, and we accordingly fpread
our thips at the diftance of 12 leagues from the
coaft, in fuch a manner that it was impofiible
fhe fhould pafs us unobferved; however, not
feeing her {oon, we were very folicitous to gaint

fome pofitive intelligence. With this view the’

Commodore refolved to fend a boat under cover
of the night into the harbour of Acapulco, to
fee if the Manilla thip was there or not. To ex-
ecute this enterprize, the batrge was difpatched
the 6th of February, carrying a fufficient crew
and two officers, as alfo a Spanifh pilot and an
Indian. Our barge did not return till the rith,

when the officers acquainted Mr. Anfor, that

they had miftaken the harbour, and that Aca-
pulco lay a confiderable diftance more to the
caftward, and that, not having a fufficient quati-
tity of provifions for their paffage thither, they
were obliged to return to make known their dif-
appointment,  On this intelligence we made fail
to the eaftward, and the next day we difpatched
the barge, with particular inftruflions to keep
at a f{ufficient diftance not to be feen from the

v

fhore. We waiched fix days without receiving

any intelligence, fo that we began to be uneafy
for her fafety ; but on the 7th day fhe returned
with advice, that, being at the very place they
fought for, though they were then ignorant of
their fituation, they furprized a fihing canoe
with three negroes, who told us that the Manilla

galleon
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galleon arrived at Acapulco on the gth of Ja-
nuary, but that, havmg delivered her cargo, fhe
was taking in water and prov1ﬁons in order to
return; and that the Viceroy of Mexico Lad by’
proclamation fixed her departure from' Aca-
pulco to the 14th of March. This laft news
was moft joyfully received by us; fince we had
no doubt but fhe muft fall into our hands ; and
it was much more eligible to feize her on her
return, than it would have been to have taken
her before her arrival, as the money for which
fhe had fold her cargo, and which fhe would
row have ‘on board, would be much more
efteemed by us than the cargo itfelf. Thus we
were a fecond time engaged in an eager expecs
tation of meetlng with this Manilla thip, whlch
by the fame of its wealth, we had been taught
to confider as the moft defirablé capture that
was to be made on any part of the dcear.

As it was the 1gth of February when the barge
feturned, and brought us our intelligence, and
the galleon was not to fail till the 3d of March;
the Commodore refolved to continue the great-
‘eft part of the intermediate time in his prefens
ftation to the weftward of Acapulca, in order to
avoid a difcovery from the fhore. During this
interval we were employed in getting all things
in'readinefs to engage ; and, when the long-s
withed-for 2d ef Match came, we were all {o
ftrongly prepofiefled with the certainty of our
mtelhgence, and with an affurance of her com-
ing owr of port, that fomie or other of us were

Vox. IL Yy con~
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conftantly imagining that they difcovered one of
our cutters returning with a fignal 3 but, to our
extreme vexation, both this day and the fuc-
ceeding night pafled away without any news of
her approach. However, we did not yer de-
fpair, nor did we abate of our vigilance: but,
after remaining till the 25th of March, we at
length concluded, and we afterwards found it
to be true, that we had been difcovered, and
that in confequence an embargo had been laid
“upon the galleon, and her departure poftponed
till the next year. '

'The cutters, having on that day finifhed their
cruife before the harbour, returned to the {qua-
dron, and the fignal being given for the fleet to
join, it was determined to retire to Chequetan,
to take in a frefh fupply of water, which was
then nearly exhaufted. In the mean time, a
cutter, commanded by Mr, Hughes, Lieutenant -
of the Trial’s prize, was ordered to continue off
the harbour of Acapulco for 24 days, in order
that, if the galleon fhould fet fail in that time,
we might be {peedily informed of it.

On the 5th of April we entered the harbour
of Chequetan, n lat. 17 deg. 36 min. N. about
40 leagues to the weftward of Acapulco. The
watering-place has the appearance of a large
franding lake, without any vifible outlet into the
fea, from which it is feparated by a part of the
firand. The origin of this lake is a fpring that
bubbles out of the ground, near half a mile
within the country.  'We found its water a Jigtle

' brackifh,
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brackifh, but more confiderably fo towards the
fea fide ; for the nearer we advanced towards °
the fpring-head, the fofter and frefher it proved.
This laid us under a nece{ﬁty of filling all our
catks from the fartheft part of the lake, which
was facilitated by means of canoes which tra-
verfed the lake, and brought a number of {mall
catks to the fide next the beach ; thence the wa-
ter was ftarted into larger veflels in the boats,
and by that contrivance brought on beard with
very little trouble.

As the country hereabouts, particularly the
tract of coaft contiguous to Acapulco, appear-
ed to be well peopled and cultivated, we hoped
to have eafily procured from thence fome freth
provificns, and other refrehments, which we
now ftood much in need of. To facilitate thefe
views, the Commodore, the morning after we
came t0 an anchor, ordered a party of 40 men
well armed to march into the country, and to
endeavour to difcover fome town where they
were to attempt to fet on foot a correfpondence
with the inhabitants ; for, when we had once
begun this intercourfe, we doubted not but by
proper prefents we fhould allure them to bring
down to us whatever fruits or frefh provifions
were in their power. As our prizes abounded
with various forts of coarfe merchandize, which
were of little confequence to us, though to them
they would be extremely valuable, our people
were directed on this occafion to proceed with
the greateft circum{peCtion, and to make as little

Yya2 oftentation
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oftentation of hoftility as poffible; for we were
fenfible we could find no wealth in thofe parts
‘worth our notice 3 and what neceflaries we real-
ly wanted, we expected would be better, and
more abundantly fupplied, by an open, amicable
traffic, than by violence and force of arms. But
this endeavour of opening a commerce with the
inhabitants proved ineffectual, and therefore we
defifted from any more attempis of the fame
nature, contenting ourfelves with what we could
procure for ourfelves in the neighbourhood of
the port where we lay. We caught fith in-abun-
dance ; among the reft cavallies, bream, mul-
lets, foals, iddle-fith, and lobfters ; and we here,
and in no other place, met with that extraordi-
nary fith called the Torpedo, which is in fhape
very much réfembling the fiddle-fifh, and is on-
ly diftinguifhed from it in appearance by a
brown circular fpot of about the bignefs of a
crowi-piece near the center of its back.  This
fith is, indeed, of a moft fingular nature, be-
numbing whoever touches it all over his body,
but more particularly that limb which happens
to come in immediate conta& with it. The
fame effect, too, will be in fome degree produced
by touching the fith with any thing held in the
hand ; and it has lately been dxfcovercd that it
may be communicated like the eleétrical fhock
to a large circle, by means of a certain appara-
tus much more ﬁmple than that which is ufed
in experiments in electricity.
- The animals which we met with on fhore
’ were
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were chiefly guanoes, with which the country
abounds, and which are by fome reckoned deli-
cious food. - We faw no beafts of prey, except
we fhould efteem that amphibious creature the
alligator as- fuch, feveral of which our people
difcovered, but none of them very large. It is,
however, certain, that there were great numbers
of tygers in the woods, though none of them
happened to make their appearance while we
remamed upon the coaft. Parrots and phea~
fants were found in plenty, but by no means
proper for food, being dry and taftelefs, though
they were often kllled and eaten, being by fome
thought preferable to falt provifions.

The papah, lime, and a little four plumb
were all the fruits the woods furnithed, and of
thefe there were but a fcanty portion; nor was
there any other ufeful vegetable, except brook-
lime, which, being efteemed an antlicorbutlc,
was frequently €aten, though from its bitternefs
it was exceedingly unpalatable
~ While we lay at Chequetan, it was refolvcd
after mature deliberation, to deftroy all our
prizes, as the whole number of men on bpard
our {guadron did not amount to the comple-
ment of a fourth-rate man-of-war, It was there-
fore judged moft prudent to fet fire 1o the fhips,
and to divide the men between the Centurion
and Gloucefter, ngw preparing to fet fail far
China. Befides the neceflary repairs for a voyage
of fuch length, the removal of their ftores and

eargoes into the men-of-war took up fo much
time,
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time, that it was the end of April Gefore we

were in a condition to leave the place.
It thould have been remarked, that, from this
harbour of Chequetan we difcovered but one
pathway through the woods into the country ;
and as this was much beaten, we were from that
circumitance convinced, that it was not unfre-
quented by the natives. As it paffed by the
{pring-head, and was the only avenue by which
the Spaniards could approach to furprize us, we
‘at fome diftance beyond the fpring head felled
feveral large trees, and laid them one upon ano-
ther acrofs the path, and at this barricadoe we
conftantly kept a guard. We, befides, ordered
our men employed in watering, to have their
arms always in readinefs, in cafe of an alarm,
and to march inftantly to this poft. And, though
our principal intention herein was to preveat our
being difturbed by the enemy’s horfe, yet it an-
fwered another purpofe, which was, to hinder
our people from ftraggling fingly into the coun-
try, where we had reafon to believe they would
be furprized by the Spaniards, who would doubt-
lefs be very folicitous to pick up fome of them,
in hopes of getting intelligence of our future
defigns. To avoid this inconvenience the ftric-
teft orders were given to the centinels, to let no
perfon whatever pafs beyond this poft; but,
notwithftanding this precaution, we miffed one
Lewis Legere, who was the Commodore’s cook,
As he was a Frenchman and a Roman Catholic,
it was at firft imagined that he had deferted
with
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with a view of betraying all that he knew to
the enemy ; though this appeared, by the event,
to be an ill-grounded {urmife; for it was after-
wards known, that he had been taken by fome
Indians, who carried him prifoner to Acapulco,
from whence he was tranfported to Mexico,
and thence to Vera Cruz, where he was fhipped
on board a veflel bound to Old Spain. But, the
veffel being obliged, by fome accident, to put
into Lifbon, Legere efcaped on fhore, and was
by the Britith Conful fent from thence to Eng-
land; where he gave the firft authentic account
of the fafety of the Commodore, and of his
principal tranfattions in the South Seas.

The relation he gave of kis dwn feizure, was,
that he rambled into the woods, at fome dif-
tance from the barricadoe where he had firft
attemped to pafs, but had been ftopt and
threatened to be punithed ; that his principal
view was to gather a quantity of limes for his
mafter’s ftores; and that in this occupation he
was furprized unawares by four Indians, who
ftript him naked, and carried him in that con-
dition to Acapulco, expofed to the feorching
heat of the fun, which at that time of the year'
thone with its greateft violence ; that afterwards,
 at Mexico, his treatment was fufliciently fevere ;
fo that the whole courfe of his caprivity was a
continued inftance of the hatred which the Spa-
niards bear to all thofe who éndeavour to dif-
turb them in the peaceable pofleffion of the

coafts of the South Seas. lIndeed, Legeres
tortune
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* fortune was, upon the whole, extremely fingus
lar; as, after the hazards he had run in the
Commodore’s fquadron, and the feverities he
had fuffered in his long confinement among the
enemy, a more fatal difafter attended him on
his return to England ; for though, when he
arrived in London, fome of Mr. Anfon’s friends
interefted themfelves in relieving him from the
poverty to which his captivity had reduced him,
yet he did not long enjoy the benefit of their
Lumanity, fince he was killed in an infignificant
night-brawl, the caufe of which could fcarcely
éver be difcovered. ;

When we were neceflitated to proceed to
Chequetan to recruit our water, the Commo-
dore confidered that our arrival in that harbour
would foon be known at Acapulco ; and there-
fore he hoped, that on the intelligence of our
being employed in that port, the galleon might
put to fea, efpecially as Chequetan is fo very
remote from the courfe gencrally fteered by the
galleons : he therefore ordered the cutter, as has
already been noticed, to cruife twenty-four days
off the Por: of Acapulco, and her Commander
was direCted, on perceiving the galleon under
fail, to make the beft of his way to the Com-
modore at Chequetan. As the Centurion was
certainly a much better failor than the galleon,
Mr. Anfon, in this cafe, refolved to have got
to fea as foon as poffible, and to have purfued
the gallcon acrofs the Pacific Ocean ; however,

the
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the Viceroy of Mexico ruined this proje, by
detammor the galleon in port all the year.

Towards the latter end of April, all things
being in readinefs for failing, the Centurion and
Gloucefter weighed anchor ; and, after having
gained an H‘ing, the prizes were {et on ﬁle,
and a canoe fixed to a grapple in the middle of
the harbour, with a bottle in it, well corked,
incloﬁng a letter to Mr. Hughes, direfting him
to go back immediately to his former ftation
before Acapulco, where he would find Mr.
Anfon, who refolved to cruife for him in that
ftation fome days. Indeed, it was no fmall mor-
tification to us, now we were at fea, and the
ftormy feafon approaching, that we were de-
tained by the ablence of the cutter, and under
a neceflity of ftanding towards Acapulco in
fearch of her. As the time of her cruife had
been expired near a fortnight, we fufpected
‘that fhe had been difcovered from the fhore,
and that the Governor of Acapulco had there-
upon fent out a force to feize’ her; which, as
fhe carried but fix hands, was no very difficule
enterprize. However, this being only conjec-
ture, the Commodore, as foon as he was got
clear of the harbour of Chequetan, ftood along
the coaft to the eaftward in fearch of her; and,
to prevent her from pafling by us in the dark,
we brought-to every night, and carried lighes
which the cutter could not but perceive.

By the 2d of May we were advanced within
three leagues of Acapulco; and, having fzen

VOL! 1L Z Z n-OEhing
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nothing of our boat, we gave her over for loft 5
which, befides the compaffionate concern for
our fhipmates, and for what it was apprehended
they might have fuffered, was in itfelf a mif-
fortune, which in our prefcnt fcarcity of hands
we were greatly interefted in; fince the crew of
the cutter were the flower of our people, pur-
pofely pieked out for this fervice, as known ta
be, every one of them, of tried and approved
refolution, and as fkilful feamen as ever trod a
deck. However, as it was the general belief
among us, that they were taken and carried into
Acapulco, the Commodore’s prudence fuggefted
a project which we hoped would recover them,
"This was founded on our having many Spanifh
and Indian prifoners on"board, fome of them of
quahty The Commodore, therefore, wrote a
letter to the Governor of Acapulco, telling
hlm, that he would releafe them all, provided
the Governor returned the cutter’s crew.  This
letter was difpatched by a Spamfh officer, of
whofe honour we had a high apinion, and who
was furnithed with a launch belenging to one
of our prizes, and a crew of Spaniards, who
gave their parole for their return. The Spanith
oﬂicer, too, beﬁdes the Commodore s letter, care
vied with him a joint petition, figned by all the
reft of the prifoners, befeeching the Governor
to acquiefce in the terms propoled for their li-
berty. But while we were thus contriving their
releafe, the centinel called out from the maft-
head, that he faw a boat under fail at a confi-

derable
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derable diftance to the fouth-eaftward, which,
to our unfpeakable joy, upon her nearer ap-
proach, we found was our own cutter, the wan
and meagre countenances of whofe crew, the
length of their beards, and the feeble and hel-
low torie of their voices, convinced us that they
had fuffered much greater hatdfhips than could
be expefled from even the feverities of a Spa-
nith prifon. They were obliged to be helped
1nto the thip, and were immediately put to bed ;
where, by reft, and nourithing diet, with which
they were plentifully fupplied from the Com-
modore’s table, they recovered their health and
vigour, And now we learnt that they had kept
the fea the whole time of their abfence, which
was above fix weeks ; that, when theyhad ﬁm[hed
their cruife, and had ]u& begun to ply to the
weftward, in order tojoin the fquadron, a ftrong
adverfe current had forced them upwards of 8'0
leagues to leeward, where they found every
where fo great a furf, that there was no poffi-
blhty of landing; that they paffed fome days
in the mofit dreadful fituation, without water,
having no other means left them to allay their
thirft than fucking the blood of the turtles
which they caught, that at laft, giving up all
hopes of fuccour, the heat of the climate too
augmenting their neceffities, and rendering their
fufferings infupportable, they abandoned thcm~
felves to defpair, fully perfuaded that they
thould perith by the moft terrible of all deaths ;
but that foon after a moft unexpected incident

4z 2 happily
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happily relieved them; for there fell fo heavy
a rain, that, on fpreading their fails horizontally,
and putting bullets in the centers of them, they
caught as much watet as filled their cafks;
that immediately upon this fortunate fupply,
they ftood to the weftward in queft of the
Commodore, and being now lackily favoured
by a ftrong current, they joined him in lefs than
50 hours from that time, after having been ab-
fent in the whole full 43 days.

And now having, to our entire fatisfaction,
got on board our people, and the feafon of the
year for failing to Afia being far (we found it
too far) advanced, the Commodore refolved not
to wait for any return from Acapulco, but gave
orders to equip two large prize launches, to
carry on fhore the Spanifh and Indian prifoners,
both from ourfelves and the Gloucefter; and,
having given them provifions and all neceffaries
for Panama, whither they intended to fail, a-
bout four in the evening they left us, to the
number of about fixty perfons, having firlt,
though enemies, obferved the cuftom of fea-
faring people at parting, and withed us a prof-
perous voyage.

From the 6th of May, the day we took our
departure, we met with little remarkable for
above a month, except that the true trade-
wind, which is faid never to fail at abourt fixty
or {zventy leagues from the fhore of Mexico at
the fartheft, was {o far from anfwering our ex-
pectations, that we had nothing but crofs winds,

: fqualls,
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fqualls, rain, thunder and lightning, till by ac-
count we were 600 leagues to the weftward of
Acapulco, having been above 40 days in getting
fo far, The gth, we found the foremaft {prung
in a dangerous manner, and thereupon fithed
and fecured it very ftrongly.

The 22d in the evening, we fprung a leak,
making 12 inches water in a watch, and on a
fearch found it to be on the larboard fide, a<
breaft the main hatch-way, and not quite under
water.  The carpenters foon ftopt it with very
lictle trouble.

The 11th of June, we found a cutrent to fet
to the fouthward, about 24 miles a day, but
could not difcover whether to the eaft or weft,
for want of opportunity to try it. This was by
account about 450 leagues from Acapulco; and,
much about this time, abundance of {corbutic
fymptoms, fuch as blacknefs in the {kin, hard
nodes in the fleth, fhortnefs of breath, and a
general lafficude and weaknefs of all the parts,
began to prevail, almoft univerfally, among
our people. This, with the great mortality we
experienced from this diftemper in our Cape
Horn paflage, and the time we mighe ftill ex-
pect to be at fea, having yet 1800 leagues to
thofe iflands called, by Sir Francis Drake, the
Ladrones, or Iflands of Thieves, from the
thievith difpofition of the inhabitants, but by
the Spaniards the Marian Iflands, where only
we could expect our next refrefhments; and
no trade-wind being yet {ettled ;—thele confi-

derations,
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derations, I fay, gave us dreadfu] apprehens
fions of what this paffage might terminate in
and the event thewed that we had but too much
reafon for them.

The 14th, at five in the evening, the Glou-
cefter, having {prung the head of her main-maft,
12 feet below the truffel.trees, fired a gun as a
fignal of diftrefs, on which we brought to, and
waited for her; and, after enquiring into, and
hearing the caufe, we fent them on board two
carpenters to affift in fithing and fecuring it;
but the carpenters in. concert, having viewed
and confidered the damage, reported, the next
day, that the maft was unfit to ftand, and
would not bear repairing ; but that it muft be
fhortened 26 feet from the head, and the top-
maft be fet on the ftump. This, therefore,
was concluded on, and ordered accordingly.

The 23d, we found our own main-top-maft

- {prung in the wake of the cap; whereupon we
reefed it 20 inches, that is, we lowered it fo
much, and fecured it there, and flected and fet
up the throuds and back- ftays.

The 24th, in the evening, we got the top-
maft down, and put up another in its place, and
a man falling overboard, we brought the thip
to, and took him up fafe; likewife, the flings
of our-crofsjack-yards being broke, we fixed new
ones, and the next day got up the fore-top-gal-
lant maft and yard. : '

The 27th, we made the Gloucefter fignal,
and fent our boat on board of her.

The
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The 28th, we received from the Gloucefter
half an anchor-flock, for a farther fecurity to
the fore-maft. |

The 29th, the Gloucefter finithed her jury-
maft, and made fail on it. Nothing farther
remarkable till

July 1t, we had frefh gales, and cloudy wea«
ther, with fome lightning.

Thne 2d, we unbent the fore-fail, and bent ano-
ther. 'We had, not only now, but for almoft
our whole paffage, abundance of birds of prey,
alfo flying fith, which -are their proper food,
and vaft quantities of fkipjacks, albicores, &ec.
whereof we took a great numbér, which contri-
buted much to our refrefhment after the lofs
of the tortoifes, that generally leave all fhips
about twenty or thirty icagues off the land, "1
think this the more worthy of notice, becaufe
Dampier, Rogers, Cook, Cowley, and moft
other voyagers, fome of whom have been not
only once, but feveral times on this voyage,
have reported, that they never faw a filh or
fowl in this whole run. I will not fay, as Mr.
Cook frequently does, when any other perfon’s
account does not happen to fquare exactly with
what himfelf has obferved, viz., ¢ What credit
is to be given to fuch authors i* never making
allowances for contingencies which might or
might not happen, and which would better have
difplayed his own impartiality, than a dogmarical
condemnation of every other perfon, without

€xami-



260 Commopore ANSON’s VOYAGE,
examination. For my part, I readily believe
and conclude, that this difference in our obfer-
~vations and accounts is really occafioned by the
different feafons of the year in which we happen-
ed to perform this paffage; it being a known
truth, and confirmed by the experience of thou-
fands in all ages, that moft fith have their diffe-
rent feafons for their different rendezvoufes.
The 1oth, we faw three gannets, or, as they
call them in Scotland, foland geefe ; being, by
what I can learn from the moft intelligent of
that nation whom I have converfed with, and
who often have opportunity to obferve them in
feveral different parts, of one and the fame fpe-
cies; we likewife faw fome fee weeds ; both
which circumftances made us imagine that fome
iflands or fhoals were not far off, thofe fowls
never being obferved to fy very far out'to {ea.
The 1oth, we unbent the fore-top-fail, and
bent another. ' |
The 12th, at noon, we were, by my account,
180 deg. 11 min. to the weftward of the meri-
dian of London, which isjuft 11 min. more than
half round the globe, for which reafon I note it.
We were at this time, by my account, 1429
leagues diftant from the port of Acapulco.
From this time till the 16th we had frefh gales,
with fqualls and 1ain.
The 17th and 18th, we had moderate and
cloudy weather.
‘The 19th and 20th, frefh gales, with abun-
dance
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dance of rain. We made this obfervation, that,
with rainy weather, or even flight tranfient
fhowers, the fith bit more freely, and were
caught in greater numbers, than with fair wea-
ther; which made our fithermen the more at-
tentive at fuch times. It was likewife remark-
ed, that the Gloucefter, when they could find
opportunity to fith, had always much greater
fuccefs than we; whether their fithermen had
more art than ours, or whatever elfe occafioned
it, the fatt is true. They had alfo a better
way of difpoling of them, when taken, if I
may be allowed tojudge, than we; for Capt.
Mitchell conftantly ordered feveral boys, who
were very dexterous at it, to catch fith for the
fhip’s company, efpecially the fick; and thofe
- were very jultly and regularly divided among
them : whereas our fithermen were left at llberty
to make their advantage of what they took, and
to prey upon their {uffering thipmates ; and they
took care not to overflip the opportunity, for the
leaft fith you could purchafe of them would coft
you a bottle of brandy ; which, at this time,
was worth four, or perhaps fix, and fometimes
even eight fhillings, or half a guinea; and you
muftbe very thankful, and acknowledge yourfelf
to be highly obliged into the bargain, or elfe ex-
pe& none next time, and very often fail of it
notwithftanding. About this time our people
began to die very faft, and, I believe, above
five parts out of {ix of the (hip s company were
ill, and expe&ed to follow in a thort time.

Vou. I1. 3 A Thofe,
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Thofe, whofe breath was any ways affected,
dropt off immediately; but thofe. who were
attacked firlt in the more remote parts of the
body, languifhed generally a month or fix
wecks 5 the diftemper advancing, in the mean
time, towards the lungs, by a very regular and
fenfible approach. As I was myfelf ©one of
thofe who were feverely afflicted in this latter
manner, 1 thall give fuch an account of its pro-
grefs, as [ found by experience in myfelf, and
corroborated by the fimilar report of my fellow-
fufferers. [ was firflt taken, about the begin-
ning of this month, with a flight pain on the
joint of my left great toe; but, having hurt
that a little while before, I imagined it to be the
effect of that hurt, and minded it the lefls—(but
here I fhall oblerve, once for all, that if ever
any part of the body had received a bruife, ftrain,
or contufion, if not perfectly cured, the fcurvy
was {ure to attack that part firft) ; but, in a lit-
tle time, a large black fpot appearing on the
part affeCted, with very intenfe pains at the
bone, gave me to underftand my cafe. I now
took phylic often, by way of prevention, but
to little purpofe: feveral hard nodes now began
to rife in my legs, thighs, and arms, and not only
many more black {pots appeared in the fkin, but
thole fpread, till my legs and thighs were for
the moil part as black as a negroe ; and this ac-
compunied with fuch exceflive pains in the joints
of the knees, ancles, and toes, as 1 thought, .
before I experiericed them, that human nature
could
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could never have fupported. 1t next advanced
to the mouth ; all my teeth were prefently loofe,
and my gums, over-charged with extravafated
blood, fell down almoft quite over my teeth :
this occafioned my breath to fmell much, yet
without affelting my lungs; but, 1 believe,
one week more at fea would have ended rme,
and lefs than a month more, all the reft. One
thing was very remarkable, and likewife univer-
fal, which was, that, when the diftemper had
far prevailed, if the afli¢ted perfon lay quiet in
his hammock, he feemed to be perfe&tly well
and hearty ; but, if he was removed out of ir,
on any neceflity, he immediately fainted away,
and this was always a fure fign of the party’s
diffolution.

Since our pafling Cape Horn, our {urgeon,
Henry Ertrick,who was a very good practical fur-
geon, had been very bufy in digefting a theory
of {curvies, wherein he enumerated many cafes
very particularly, having been allowed to open
and examine as many bodies as were abundantly
fufficient for that purpofe. His fyftem was
principally grounded on the obfervations made
on a long paffage in a very cold climate. He
took abundance of pains to prove, by many
inftances, that the tone of the blood was broken
by the cold nipping air, and rendered fo thin,
as to be unfit for circulation, or any other of
the ufes of life ; and being thus deprived of a
proper force and vigour, ftagnation and death
muft neceffarily enfue. From this fuppofition,

3 Az he .
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he had laid it down as an infallible rule, that
food of a glutinous nature, fuch as falc fith,
bread, and feveral forts of grain, were alone
proper on fuch voyages. As for liquids, I know
not which he had pitched on, as the moft falu-
tary, on this occafion. Bur this paflfage, in a
very hot climate, where the {ymptoms were not
only more dreadful, but the mortality much
more quick and fatal, in proportion to the num-
ber of people, put our fcheming doltor to a
fad non-plus : he could not account for this on
the fame principles with the other; nay, they
muft be, in a manner, diametrically oppofite.
All this obliged him at laft (though he was
ftill endeavouring to reconcile contradittions),
to own, that, though fome of the concurrent
caufes of this difeafe’ were plain enough, yet
the grand caufe was certainly the long continu.
ance at fea, or an entire fecret; and that no
cure but the thore would ever be effe@lual. The
Commodore, on this great mortality, having
by him a quantity of Ward’s pills and drops, in
order to experience whether they would be of
any ulfe, firft tried them on himfelf, and then
gave what he had left to the furgeon, to admi-
nifter to fuch of the fick people as were willing
to take them, The {urgeon would not recom-
mend them to any perfon, but feveral took them; -
though I know of none who believed they were
of any fervice to them. They worked moft
people who took them very violently, both by
vomit and ftool: after which, as feveral told
me,
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me, they would feem to be a little eafier, tho’
weaker, for perhaps a day or two, buz then they
always relapfed, and became worfe than before ;
and this, together with the inefficacy of all that
our furgeons could do in the cafe, fufficiently
fhewed the vaniry of attempting the cure of this
diftemper at fea.

And here, before I quit this fubjec, I thall
endeavour to remove a prejudice, under which
the aflicted have long feverely fuffered ; and
that is, from the notion generally prevalsn't,
that none but the lazy are attacked with this
diforder ; whereas, the direét contrary is the
truth ; our experieace having abundantly fhewn,
that the moft laborious, altive, firring perfons
were ofteneft feized with this difeafe ;s and the
continuation of their labour, inftead of curing,
only helped to kill them the {ooner.

Many undeniable inflances might be given of
this in our voyage; and, if future voyagers
will give themfelves the trouble of obferving
this hereafter, I am certain that the event will
correfpond with my affertion ; nor does this
dittemper, in a general way, incline people to
indolence, till it is come to that height, that,
at the leaft motion, the perfon is ready to faint.
It is certain, that, if the perfon aflited defires
to lengthen out his life as long as he can, his
belt way is to ftir as little as poflible. This I
have feen verified by many inftances.

- The 23d and 24th, we reefed and repaired our

rigging,
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rigging, which had-fuffeted much in the va-
riable weather.

The 26th, being, according to our reckomn
300 leagues from the Ladrones, we met wnth a
wefterly wind, which did not come about again
in four days. This was a moft difpiriting inci-
dent, as we were all that while forced to lie to, the
current infenfibly driving us out of our courfe.

The 27th, our gunner, Henry Kipps, died of
the fcurvy, being one of the moft able-bodied
men, as well as the moft aétive in the fhip : he
had taken Ward’s medicines once or twice.

On the 28th, we had calms with much rain,
and received from the Gloucefter 20 cafks of
flour and four of groats, Having here an oc-
cafion of mentioning flour, it may not be amifs
to take notice, that, fince our departure from
Juan Fernandez, the principal officers had al-
ways {foft bread new baked, the bifcuit being fo
much worm-eaten, it was {carce any thing but
duft, and a little blow would reduce it to that
ftate immediately. Ourbeef and pork were like-
wife very rufty and rotten ; and the furgeon en-
deavoured to perfuade us from eating it, alledg-
ing it was, though a flow, yet afure poifon ; but
very little other food being to be had, we were
reduced to a very deplorable condition.

The 29th, in the morning, the Gloucefter’s
fore- cap iplitting, her fore-top-maft came by the
beard, and, in its fall, meeting with the fore-yard,
broke it in the flings. As the was hereby ren-

dered
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dered incapable of making any fail for fome
time, we were under a neceffity, as foon as a gale.
{prung up, to take her in tow, and near 20 of
the healthielt and ableft of our feamen were re-
moved from the duty of our own thip, and were
continued eight or ten days together to affift in
repairing her damages ; but thefe things, morti-
fying as we thought them, were only the com-
mencement of our misfortunes ; for, {carce had
our people finifhed their bufinefs in the Glou-
cefter, before we met with a moft violent ftorm
from the weftern board, which obliged us to lie
to. This ftorm lafted from the 1oth to the
13th of Auguft, attended with rain, thunder, and
lightning, and fuch alofty and dangerous fea as
I have feldom feen, and could not have believed
* in latitudes between the Tropics, efpecially for
fuch a long duration. Moft of the time we lay
to, we drove to the northward ; abundance of
our people died daily; and, the fhip proving
very leaky, every perfon who could ftir, the
principal officers not excepted, was obliged to
take his turn at the pumps, and all litile enough
to keep us above water.

The 13th of Auguft, at 10 in the morning, the
Gloucefter made a fignal of diftrefs, and, being
“to windward, bore down towards us; but we
obferved fhe was long in wearing, rolled very
much, and made bad fteerage. About half an
hour after noon they fpoke with us, and told us
that they were {o leaky that they muft quit their-
fhip ; that they had feven feet water in the hold;

' and
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and thar all the'men they had capable of ftirring
were quite exhaufted with pumping, and could
work no longer. This was an additional mis-
fortune, and feemed to be without refource 5 for,
whilit the Gloucefter’s crew were thus enfeebled,
our own fick were now fo much increafed, and
thofe who fill remained in health, fo over-fa-
ticued with labour, that it was impoflible fer us
to lend them any aid : all, therefore, that could
be done was to fend our boat on board for a
more particular account of the thip’s condition 3
asit wasfoon fufpected, that the taking her people
on beard us, and then deftroying the Gloucef-
ter, was the only meafure that could be profe-
cuted in the prefent emergency both for the

prefervation of their lives and of our own,
Our boat foon returned with a reprefentation
of the melancholy ftate of the Gloucefter, and
of her feveral defelts, figned by Capt. Mitchell
and all his officers ; by which it appeared, that
the (hip was decayed in every part; that her
crew was greatly reduced ; that there remained
alive no more than 77 men, officers included,
18 boys, and two prifoners ; that of the whole
number, only 16 men and 11 boys were capable
of keeping the deck, and feveral of thefe very
infirm; that the water was o deep in the hold,
that thole who were yet alive were ftarving, and
could neither come at frefh water nor provifions.
. From this reprefentation, which was in'no one
Inftance exaggerated, the Commodore fent im-
mediately
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mediately an order to Capt. Mitchell, to bring
‘'his people on board the Centurion, and to take
out fuch ftores as could moft eafily be come at,
among which he was very defirous of faving two
cables, and a fheet anchor 3 but the fhip rolled fo
much, and the men were {o exceffively fatigued,
that it was with the greateft difficulty the prize-
money was fecured, (the prize-goods amounting
to many thoufand pounds being abandoned) :
nor could any other provifions be got at, than
five cafks of flour, (three of which were fpeiled
by the falt-water), a fmall quantity of brandy,
and fome living ftock. Even this little bufinefs
was {o languithingly performed, that two days
were wafted in the execution, during which time
three or four of the fick perithed on being
removed.

As the weather was now calm, and we were
uncertain how far diftant we might be from
Guam, a [ettlement in pofleflion of the enemy,
10 whom the wreck of fuch a fhip with guns
and ammunitien on board would have been a
very valuable acquifition, the Commodore judg-
ed the moft effe¢tual way to prevent her from
falling into their bands was to fet her on fire : and
accordingly, as foon as the Captain and his Offi-
cers had quitted her, the combuftibles placed
for that' purpofe were lighted, and fhe continu-
ed burning the whole night, and at {ix the next
morning fhe blew up. Thus perithed his Ma-
jefty’s thip the Gloucefter 5 and now, it might
have been expected, that, being freed from

Vou. 1L 2 B the
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the embarrafiment in which her frequent difaf-
ters hpd mvolveu us, we thould have proceeded
on.our way much brlﬂcer than we had hitherto
dong, However, we were foon taught, thag
our anxieties were not yet to be Telieved.

We were at thls time in the utmoft diftrefs ;
the fhip cornﬁderably lumbered with prize-goods,
and the fmall room we had left thronged with
the fick, whofe numbers were now very much
mcxea cd with thofe from the Gloucefter ; the
dlrt naufeoufnefs, and ftench, almoit every where
intolerable ; more people daily difabled with the
diléafe ; no fign of land, nor but very little wind,
and that not faxr but variable ; very bad provifions
and water, and the - thip very leaky ; and, though
we dxfcovered the leal\ to be in her bows on each
fide “the ftern, it lay in fuch a manner that we

could not ftop it, nay the attempting it rather
: macie it worfe. In this diftrefs we made the beft
of evcry lictle fpurc of wind. ;

Mothing farther remarkable happened till
Sunday the 22d, when, about eight in the even-
isg, we difcovered two iflands, one bearing W.
haxr S. and the other S. W. by W. at the dif-
tance of about 1o leagues. We were overjoyed
at thns ﬁoht and f’cood roward them with all our
iah 5 but, there being little wind, we did not get
near them till the next day about noon, wﬁen
being about three miles off the. largeft and moft
premifing of them, which appeared very hilly
and full of trees, we fent on thore one of our
Llcutenants .n the cutter to make difcoveries,

who
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who returned at nine in the evening, and gave
us but a very indifferent account of the fhore.
The trees were moftly cocoa-nut-trees, of which
there were prodigious quantities ; about 60 co-
cea nuts they brought on board with them, but
they could find no water, nor any good place to
anchor in: on this account it was thought fit to
ftand further to the fouthward, for fome more
proper place. This was a fevere difappointment
to moft of the fick, who, on the fight of land,
(or hearing that we were {o near it) had begun
fenfibly to revive: but as perfons in fuch cir-
cumftances are foon driven to defpond, when
an aid they had depended upon deferts them,
fo this difappointment deftroyed our hopes, and
increafed our deje@tion. We feared, that, if we
met with more iflands in the fame run, they
might be either as bad, worfe, or inhabited by
our enemies the Spaniards, who, in our weak
condition, might eafily be able to hinder us from
proper refrefhments : add to this, how near ma-
ny of us were to death, and how little we could
expet to furvive any time in fearchmc for other
iflands. I know not whether thefe were the ge-
neral thoughts of the fick, but I muft own they
were mine, and made our fituation at that time
appear ten times worfe to me than at any other in
the whole courfe of our voyage. I was indeed
very ill, and my illnefs might poffibly occalion
every thing to appear in its worft light, yet I
aever was one of thofe who were frightened at
the apprehenfion, or even the v1ﬁble approach

3 B 2 of
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of death; it had no unreafonable terrors in any
of its profpeéts to me ; and Ialways could, and
1 hope always fhall be ready to meet it with
calmnefs and perfect refignation: but I believe
the healthieft and flouteft at that time had pro-
bably the greateft apprehenfions ; and I have
fince heard it from many of thofe, that they ex~
pected all to have perifhed, had we been 1o little
as three weeks longer at {ea ; and I much quef.
tion whether they were not right in that expec-
tation.

On the 26th, at five in the morping, we faw
three other iflands, bearing from S. E. by S. to
N. E. the middiemoft of the three, which was
the largeft, due E.

« The 27th, at three in the afternoon, being
got pretty near the fhore of the middlemoft
ifland, we fent our cutter and pinnace in-fhore
for difcovery. At four the pinnace came off,
and brought with her an Indian parco, with a
Spaniard and four Indians, whom they took in
her. They likewife told us, that they had in-
fhore a fmall bark of about 16 tons, and between
20 and 20 more people on the ifland, all of whom
had been {ent there from Guam to kill cattle and
hogs, and make jerked beef and cocoa nut-oil,
&c. for the Spanith garrifon there; and that
there are conftantly people fent on that account,
-who, after fome months ftay-at that place, are
relieved by frefh parties for the fame purpofe.
We fecured beth bark and paroo, together with
all the Indians who fell into our hands, to hin-

der
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der their carrying intelligence of us to the Spa-
niards at Guam. One of thofe Indians was a
carpenter by trade, and bis father was one of the
principal builders at Manilla. This voung man,
having been ill ufed by the Govesnor at Guam,
voluntarily entered with us, and became one of
our carpenter’s crew, and proved a very ufeful
handy fellow. o

The Spaniard being examined as to the ftate
of the ifland we were now approaching, the ac-
count he gave furpaffed even our moft fanguine
hopes ; and, tho’ uninhabited, he faid, it wanted
none of thofe accommodations with which. the
‘beft cultivated countries are furnifhed. On muf-
tering up our whole force, as we drew near, all
the hands we could colleét capable of any kind
of duty, even on the moft prefling occafions,
amounted to no more than 71 men, officers in-
cluded. This number, inconfiderable as it may
feem, were all of the united crews of the Cen-
turion, Gloucefter, and Trial, that could move
without being aflifted, notwithftanding thar,
when we left England, they confifted of near
1000 men.

When we had entered the road, our firft bu-
finefs, after furling the fails and fecuring the
fhip, was to provide an hofpital on fhore for the
fick ; but the officer and feamen who were
fent upon this fervice, returned joyfully, and
acquainted us, that the Indians on fhore had fav-
ed them that trouble, and had provided for us
better than we could have done for Ourfel";“

or,
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for, having ere&ted a number of little cabbins for
their accommodation during their refidence on
the ifland, and one in particular, which they
made ufe of by way of ftorehoufe to ftow their
provifions in, there could be nothing more {uit-
ably adapted for the reception both of the fick
and the healthy than thefe erections. Accord-
ingly, we inftantly began fending athore as many
of the fick as could poflibly be conveyed, among
which number I myfelf was one ; I fay, as many
as could poflibly be conveyed, for we were all
fo extremely feeble and helplefs, that we were
no otherwife to be landed than by being carried
in our hammocks, both in and out of the boats,
on mens fhoulders, in which fervice both the
Commodore himfelf and his officers very hu-
manely afiifted ; and, indeed, they were almoft
the only perfons on board capable of perform-
ing it ; the healthieft feamen being fo much en-
feebled, that they had but juft firength enough
left to help themfelves.

The next day, being the 29th, the remainder
of the fick were brought on fhore, of whom 21
men died ; but the greateft part of the reft re-
covered furprizingly, As foon as 1 was ca-
pable of {tirring abour, I found the ifland to lie
in lat. 14 deg. 58 min, N. [Walters fays 15 deg,
8 min.] and in long. 223 deg. 25 min. W, from
London, being, according to my reckoning,
117 deg. 7 min W. from Acapulco. | Walters
fays 1:4 deg. 50 min.] And here it is obferv-
able, how writers of the firft charafters for ve-

racity
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racity differ in their accounts of the fame places,
by writing them at different periods. The de-
fcription of this ifland of Tinian by Commodore
Byron, who lately vifited it in his voyage round
the world, bears no fimilitude to that we are now
about to recite ; nor can any one conceive how
an interval of only 30 years could occafion {o
remarkable an alteration. But to proceed :
The foil, upon examination, we found to be
every where dry and healthy ; and being withal
fomewhat fandy, it was thereby the lefs difpofed
to a rank and over-luxuriant vegetation: and
hence the meadows and woods were neater and
fmoother than is ufual in hot climates, The
vallies and bills were moft beautifully diverfi-
fied by the mutual encroachments of woods and
lawns, which fkirted each other, and traverfed
the ifland in large tra&ts. The woods confifted
of tall and well-fpread trees, fome celebrated for
their beauty, and fome for their froit; whilit
the lawns were generally crouded with herds of
cattle, of which it was not uncommon to fee
thoufands feeding in 2 herd, and, being all milk-
white, it is no wonder that fuch an appearance
excited our longings, and increafed our impa-
tience, to kill and eat, Add to thefe, the innu-
merable {warms of poultry that crouded the
woods, and, by their frequent crowings, gave
us in idea the pleafing apprehenfion of being in
the neighbourhood of farms and villages; and
we even fancied, that in the covert of the woods
‘ we
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we fhould find fuch concealed. The cattle we
had fight of were computed at 10,0003 and,
befides thefe and the poultry, we likewife found
abundance of wild hogs, which were excellent
food, but fierce, and not eafily maftered, At
firft-we killed them by fhooting ; but, our am-
munidon failing, owing to an accident, we at
lat hunted them down with dogs, feveral of
which joined us on the ifland, and, being train-
ed to the fport by the Indians, readily enough
followed us, and afforded us good diverfion, In
their confiés with the boars, fome indeed were
killed ; but thofe that came off vi&torious, were
{till more eager to engage in every new purfuit.
This ifland was no lefs fortunate to us in its
vegertable than in its animal produétions; more
particularly abounding in fuch fruits and plants
as were beft adapted to the cure of that difeafe
by which we had been fo dreadfully debilitated.
In the woods cocoa-nuts were to be gathered:
without number ; and, what is remarkable, cab-
bages grew on the'fame trees.  There were, be-
fides, guavas, limes, {weet and four oranges, and,
what is common to all the Tropical iflands, bread-
fruit. * In the plains we found water -melons,
dandelion, creeping-purflain, mint, fcurvy-grafs,
and forrel; all which, together with the frethe
meats of the place, were fuch falutary refrefh~
ments, that the fick, who were at death’s-door
when they landed, before they had been a week
on fhore, put on very different countenances,
and
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and with their new complexions received a frefh
recruit of {pirits.

Amidft fuch a variety of provifions as the
land furnifhed, it was thought unneceffary to in-
dulge ourfelves in thofe offered us by the fea:
From fith, therefore, we wholly refrained ; and
the rather, as fome we caught at our firft arrival
{urfeited thofe who eat of them. This, how-
ever, was not regretted, as beef, pork, pouliry,
and wild-fowl, were in fuch plenty, that, except
the trouble of bringing them from a confide<
able diftance fometimes, there was no dif=
ficulty attending their procurement, It were,
indeed, an endlefs tafk to recount all the excels
lencies and delicacies we met with in this de-
lightful ifland : nor is it eafy to fay which to
prefer where every thing is worthy of admira-
tion; the neatnefs of its lawns, the ftatelinefs,
frethneis, and fragrance of its woods, the happy
inequality of its furface, and the variety and ele<
gance of the views it afforded,=all thefe confpir-
ed to charm the fight, while at the fame time
the excellency of its productions could not fail
to gratify the appetite.  And thefe advantages
were greatly enhanced by the healthinefs of the
climate, by the almoft conftant cool breezes that
prevailed, and by the frequent gentle fhowers
that {feemed to fall juft to refrefh the earth, and
add to its fertility ; for thefe, inftead of the long-
continued rains that in other countries fill the
air with noxious vapours, and overflow the earth
with wafteful inundations, feemed juft enough
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1o purify the air, and to refreth the foil ; which
was obfervable enough by the effe& it had in
increafing our appetites, and promoting our di-
geftion. This effet was, indeed, remarkable,
fince thots among(t our officers, who were at all
other times fpare and temperate eaters, were
here in appearance transformed into gluttons ;
for infteac of one reafonable flefh-meal a day,
they were fcarcely fatisfied with three: and yet
our digeftion fo well correfponded to the keen-
nefs of our appetites, that we were neither dif-
ordered nor even loaded by this uncommon re-
pletion; for, after having made a large beef
breaksaft, it was not long before we began to
confider the approach of dinner as a very defire-
able, and even fomewhat tardy event.

The principal inconveniences that attended
our refidence upon this ifland arofe from the
vaft number of mufketos and other troublefome
flies, by which we were perpetually teized;
there was likewife a venomous little infeét, that,
like the fheep-ticks in England, would bury its
head in the fkin, and, if not inftantly removed,
would caufe an inflammation. '

Running water there was none in the ifland ;
but that defect was fupplied by a large lake, ot
lagoon, almoft in the center of it, to which the
cattle, in times of drought, generally reforted
but the frefhnefs of their pafture, and the co-
pious dews and gentle fhewers that often moift-
ened it, rendered that refource almoft unnecef=
fary.  There were, befides, fprings of excellent

- water,
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Water, and near the furface wells might” eyer_,
~ where be dug, whofe waters, in any other placs,
would not have been compiamcd of,

" But the great danger we had to dread rémains
to be toid. During four months in the year,
that is, from the middle of Junc tothe middle
of October, when the  wefteri frorifdors pre-
vail, the wmds, about tha. full and chany ze of
the moon, are variable, and blow with iuch
fury, that the’ ﬁoutei’ﬁ cablés’ aﬁ‘ord no fectlrxty
to fhlps rxdmO' at anchér in the road : and what
adds to the danoel is the rapldwv of the txde,
which fets to the S. E. and ‘occafions fuch a
hollow and over-grown fea as is not to be cén-
ceived ; mfomuch that, though we were in a
fixty-gun 'hp., we were under the dreadful ap-
prehenfion of being pooped by it. During the
reft of the year thc weather is conftantly fettled,
and fhips have nothing to fear, if their cables
are well armed, which otherwife will fuffer
from the foulnefs of the ground. '

From the 29th of Auguft, when our fick
were all put on fhore, to the f2th of Septem-
ber, when the Commosdore himfelf landed,
thofe who remained on board were chiefly em-
ployed in mooring and fecuring the fhip, 'in
fhifting her guns to come at her lcaks, and in
cacklmo the cables, to prevent their being gall
ed by the friction againft the rocky bottom
At the fame time an anchor and cable were put
on board the S am‘h bark, her own being on-

lya heavy log of wood, and a rope made of
3C2 bafs 3
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bafs; and fome barrels of powder to be dried
and recovered, which by long keeping was
become moift. '

From the 12th to the 18th, the hands were
continually fhifting, thofe who were fo well re-
covered as to be capable of duty were fent on
board, and thofe who had born the burden of
the labour were relieved and fent on fhore.

On the 1gth, the weather began to alter, and
to threaten a ftorm : on that day, the next, and
the 21ft, it blew hard; however, we rode it
out, and flattered ourfelves that the prudence
of our meafures had fecured us from accidents,
On the 22d, the hurricane came on, and our
only hope of fafety feemed to depend on our
putting out to fea ; but the Commodore was on
fhore, and all communication with the land ab-
folutely cut off. At five in the afternoon, the
{mall bower parted, and the fhip {prung off
to the beft bower. As night approached, ihe
violence of the ftorm increafed; vet, not-
withftanding its inexprefiible fury, the rapidity
of the tide was fuch as to prevail over it, and ta
force the thip before it, asit were, in defpight of
its utmoft rage. It was now that the fea broke
all round us in a moft tremendous manner,
and that a large tumbling f{well threatened to
ingulph us in its bofom: the long-boat, which
was moored a-ftern, was on a fudden canted {a
high that it broke the tranfum of the Commo-
dore’s gallery, and would, doubtlefs, have rifen
as high as the tafferel, had it not been -for the

o firoke,
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firoke, which ftove the boat to pieces; but yet
the poor boat-keeper, though much bruifed,
was faved almoft by miracle. About eight, the
tide flackened ; but, the wind not abating, the
the beft bower cable, by which alone we rode,
parted at eleven. In this extremity, Mr. Sau-
marez, our Firft Lieutenant, who commanded
in the abfence of the Commodore, ordered guns -
to be fired, and lights to be thewn, as fignals of
diftrefs ; and, in a fhort time after, the night being
exceflively dark, the ftorm raging, the thunder
roaring, and nothing to be feen but the blue
lightning flafhing tﬁrough the rain, we were
driven to fea, and, by this cataftrophe, the
whole crew, both by féa and land, reduced to
a ftate of defpair; thofe on fhore concludmg
they had now no means left them ever to get
home; whilft thofe on board, being utterly un-
prepared to ftruggle with the fury of fuch feas
and winds, expected each moment to be their
latt. In this ftate of defpondency, while thofe
on board were every moment in expetation of
being dafhed againit the rocks of Aiguigdn, an
ifland at about three leagues from Tinian, thofe
on fhore were perfuaded the fhip could not fur-
vive the ftorm, the whole channel between the
two iflands appearing from the land like one
continued breach, the fea fwelling, breaking,
and roaring, like mountains rolling over moun- .
tains, and forming the moft awful and terrify~
ing fight that the mind of man can pofiibly
conceive. Indeed, the condition of thofe on
. board
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board was truly pitiable ; they were in a leaky
thip, with three cables in their hawfes, to one of
which hung their only remaining anchor; they
had not a gun on board lathed; nor a port
barred in ; their fhrouds were loofe ; and theit
fore-top-maft unrigged ; and they had ftruck
their fore and main yards down before the hur-
ricane came on, fo that there was no fail they
could fet except the mizzen: to add to their
misfortunes, they were no fooner at fea, than,
by the labouring of the fhip, whole floods of
water ruthed in through the hawfe-holes, ports,
and fcuppers ; which, with the ufual leakage,
kept. the pumps conftantly at work. Perfuaded
that their deftruGion was inevitable, finking,
however, was only their fecondary concernj
they judged, by the driving of the fhip, that they
were making towards the land, and that, inthe
darknefs of the night, they fhould no otherwife
perceive it than by ftriking upon it; but day-
light relieved them from that unealy appre-
henfions, andthewed them that the ifland they
fo much dreaded was at a confiderable diftance,
and that a ftrong northern current had proved
the means of their prefervation, It was not,
however, till after three days that the turbuleng
weather that had driven them from*Tinian be-
gan to abate ; when every man in the fhip was
fo worn out with fatigue, that they found it im-
poflible to man the pumps, and hand the fails
at the fame time. They had twice attempted
to heave up the main and fore yards, in which
‘ they
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they had as often mifcarried by the breaking
of the jeers, and in the laft effort one of their
beft men perithed. During all this time the
fhip was driving to leeward, and dragging her
theet anchor, the only one the had left, with two
cables an end at her bows. 'This was a circum-
ftance of the greateft confequence, and required
a fpeedy remedy; for, though upon a third
exertion of their whole force, they had replaced
their yards, they durft not, while the anchor
continued in that fituation, venture to {pread
their canvas. Some reft and refrefhment be-
came neceflary before a work of fuch labour
could be propofed to a feeble and diminithed
crew, who hardly confifted of 100 men. It
was, therefore, five days after their departure be-
tore they could fecure their anchor; and now
they fet their courfes, and, for the firft time,
ftood to the caftward, in hopes of foon regain-
ing the ifland, and rejoining their Commander
and the reft of their company : but in this they
were unhappily difappointed ; for having run,
as they thought, the diftance neceflary for
making the ifland, and being in full expec-
tation of feeing it, they found themfelves be-
wildered by the irregularity of the currents, and
knew not what courfe to fteer, till, after {everal
days uncertainty, they came at laft in fight of
Guam, from whence they directed their courfe
with infinite labour to Tinian, the wind being
conftantly againft them, and the tide variable.
This fevere employment held till the z1th of

: Cé&ober,



384 Commopore ANSON’s VOYAGE.

O&ober, when, after nineteen days abfence, they
appeared again in the offing, and were rein-
forced from the fhore, to the inexpreflible joy
of the whole crew.

A few days after the fhip was driven off,
fome of the people on fhore cried out, A fail!
and this fpread a general joy, {fuppofing it to be
the Centurion returning 5 but prefently a fecond
fail was defcried, which wholly deftroyed the
firft conjeéture, and made it difficalt to guefs
who they were.  The Commodore turning his
glafs towards them, faw they were two boats ;
and inftantly concluding that the Centurion
was gone to the bottom, and that thofe were
her boats returning with the remains of her
people, this fudden fuggeftion wrought fo pow-
erfully upon him, that, to conceal his emo-
tion, he was obliged to retire to his tent, where
he paft fome bitter moments in the firm perfua-
fion that all his hopes were now at an end, and
that, inftead of diftrefling the enemy, he muft
himfelf with his people fall a prey to their re-
lentiefs cruelty. He was, however, foon re-
lieved from this mortifying thought, they ap-
pearing, upon their nearer approach, to be In~’
dian proas, directing their courfe towards the
bay, with a view, as was fuppofed, to relieve
their countrymen, or te take on board their
provifions. -On this inzelligence, the Commo-
dore ordered his people to conceal themfelves
but the proas, after advancing within a quarter
of a mile of the fhore, lay by for the {pace of

a few
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a few hours, and probably obferving fome
change in the appearance of the place, which

1crht raife their fufpicion that an enemy lay in
ambu(h they got again under fail, and fteered
to the fouthward.

After this incident an opinion began gene-
rally to prevail, that the Centurion would never
more appear at this ifland ; and that fhe was
either loft, or forced upon the coaft of China,
from whence, in her crazy condition, it would
be impoflible for her ever to return. Though
the Commodore did not apparently give into
this opinion, yet he was not without his fears;
and, therefore, to provide againft the worfi, he
propofed cutting afunder the Indian bark which
they took on their firft arrival, and lengthening
her in fuch a manner as to bé capable of taking
on board all who were then upon the ifland, and
following the thip, if peradventure fhe fhould be
driven to Mocao. After fome hefitation, owing
to the difficulty attending the execution, the men
were at length prevailed upon to engage in the
work, and the Commodore by his example eg=
couraged their diligence; for, being always at
work by day-break hiinfelf, it was thought a
difgrace to be idle when their Chief was employ-
ed. It fortunately happened, that the Carpen-
ters both of the Gloucefter and Trial were on
fhore, and that they had brought for fafery their
chefts of tools with them. The {mich, too, was
on fhore with his forge, but his bellows was
ftill in the fhip. This defeét occafioned fome

Vou. 11, 3 D delay 5
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delay ; but was foon fupplied by the ingenuity
of his thip-mates, one or other of them never be-
ing at a lofs for expedients on fuch occafions:
they limed a freth hide for leather, the carpen-
ters thaped out a wooden frame, and a gun bar-
rel ferved for a nozel. The fmith being now
in readinefs to prepare the iron-work, fome
were employed in cutting down trees, nnd faw-
ing them into plank, whillt the main-body were
bufied in digging out a draw-dock toreceive the
bark, and in laying of ways to heave her up and
down. All, in thort, were varioufly employed 5
and the work went on fuccefsfully for 16 days,
in which time the bark was fawn afunder, her
two parts feparated, and placed at the proper
diftance from each other ; and, the materials be-
ing all in readinefs before-hand, they proceeded .
with no {mall difpatch in the enlargement, info-
much that they fixed the 5th of November as the
day when they fhould be ready to depart. The
alacrity with which this bufinefs was carried on,
left no room for refletion among the common
failors, though their fuperiors were not without
their fears. They had no fea-provifions, exceps
fome jerked beef, which the Indians had pre-
pared and abandoned when they fled, and they
had a run of 600 leagues before they could pre-
fume upon a fupply; they had no bread, and
the bread-fruit on the ifland could not be pre-
ferved at fea; they wanted falt; and, what was
itill a more neceflary article in their prefent fitu.
ation, they wanted ammunition for their defence,
in



‘CoMMoDporRE ANSON’s VOYAGE. 387

in cafe of an attack from the enemy ; for, upon
the ftricteft fearch, no more than go charges of
powder could be collected, which was fhort of
one round a-piece for each of the company ;
they were, too, in an unknown fea, and wanted
inftruments to .direfl their courfe: in fhort,
though the common men had no other thought
but how they fhould get on board, the officers
forefaw a thoufand difficulties, which were al-
moft infurmountable to human apprehenfion,
but which they carefully concealed, that the
imain bufinefs might not be retarded.

But, in the midft of thefe gloomy apprehen-
fions, which, the nearer the time of their de-
parture approached, f{till became the more
{erious, and when all hope of feeing the Cen-
turion at Tinian had fubfided, one of the
Gloucefter’s men, being upon_a hill at a dif-
tance looking out for cattle, p\,rcexved as he
fancied, fomething like a fhip in the clouds,
which, on fteadily obferving it, feemed to move
flowly towards the land. It was not long be-
fore he was fenfible of its approach, and per-
fuading himfelf it was'the Centurion, he in an
extacy ran towards the landing-place, crying to
his comrades, The fbip! The [bip! This being
heard by the neareft, was echoed from mouthk
to mouth till it reached the fpot where the
Commodore was at work, who, on hearing the
joyful news, threw down his axe, and joined in
the general tranfport. In a few hours the Cen-
turion appeared in the offing, and a boat with

3 D2 18
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18 men was fent off to reinforce her, and to
cayry ireth meats, fruits, and refrehments, for
the crew. o the afiernoon of the rith of
O¢tober fhe happily caft ancher, the Commo-
dore went inftantly aboard, and the joy and
congratulations on that occafion were equally
fincere and mutual,

“The labour of the artificers was now at an
end, and another kind of employment fucceeded,
which was that of laying in water for the re-
mainder of the voyage. Now alfo hunting,
thouting, fetting, and every device that could be
contrived to catch live cattle, hogs, and poul-
try, for ftores, took place; while, at the fame
time, the Commedore and Officers amufed them-
felves with traverfing the ifland, and examining
more minutely its feveral parts. In one of thefe
excurfions, being on a rifing ground, they ob-
ferved, in a valley beneath them, the appear-
ance of a {mall thicket, which, by attending to
it, feemed to have a progreflive motion, as in-
deed it had ; but was no other than a parcel of
cocoa-bufhes trailed upon the ground by per-
fons concealed beneath them. From this un-
common circumftance, it was immediately con-
cluded, that the Indians, whofe boat they had
furprized upon their firft arrival, muft be the
perfons who were dragging the buthes, and that
it could not be far to the place of their con-
cealment ; they therefore kept their eye upon
them, and traced them to their ‘cell; but, to
their furprize, when they came to enter it, they

found
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found it abandoned, though all things were rea-
dy prepared for dinner, and ftood fmoal ing hot
on a table of turf.  The officers, having in vain
endeavoured to track them, returned, and with
an appetite. increafed by the keennefs of the
~ purfuit, fat down to that meal which the poor
hungry favages had atandoned. It confifted of
falted fpareribs, cocoa nuts, and bread fruic;
all which they found ready dreft, and in quan-
tity as much as they all could eat.

On the third day after the fecond arrival of
the thip, the Commodore being on board, a
fudden guft of wind arofe, and again brought
home our anchor, and drove us out to fea.
Our chief officers were now all on board; and
only about 70 of our men, with a midthipman
or two to command rhem, were emp]oyed on
thore in filling water and catching cattle.  Of
thefe about 30 came off to us in the cutter,
and the eighteen-cared barge was fent for the
reft 3 but they not being in readinefs, and the
thip quickly driving out of fight, it was no longer
in their power to join us. However, as the
weather foon proved favourable, and we were
now ftronger and healthier than at our firft di-
fafter, in about five days we regained the road,
and anchored fafe in our former ftation.. On
our return we found the Spanifh bark reftored
to her old dimenfions, and the parts broughe
together, and in good forwardnefs to be com-
Ppleated; for the few remaining people, defpair-
ing of the rewurn of the thip, had determined

o
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to follow her to her deftined port. We now
laboured indefatigably to get in our water, in
order to fail, in which fervice two of our men
employed in- the well unfortunately perithed ;
for the fides of the well being loofe earth, by
the careleflnefs of thofe above, in not properly
attending the filling, the bank gave way by the
weight of a heavy cafk, and both that and the
bank fell in upon them together. Some other
misfortunes happened through hafte in rafting
the cafks to the fhip ; yet, notwithftanding, be-
ing fuch as are generally accounted trifling
on board a man of war, our watering went on
fo fuccefsfully, that by the 20th of O&ober it
was compleated; and on that day leave was
given for a man from each mefs to go afhore,
and gather as many oranges, lemons, cocoa-
nuts, and other fruits of the ifland, as fhould
be {ufficient for us all while at fea. This
being accomplithed, the Spanith bark fet
on fire, the men returned on board, and the
boats hoifted in, on the 21ft we fet fail; and
the wind being fair, and the weather mode-
rate, nothing remarkable happened till we ar-
rived on the coafts of China, except that while
we were paffing by the rocks of Vele Rete,
near the fouth end of the ifland Formofa, we
were alarmed by a cry of fire on the forecaftle,
which brought the whole crew together in the
utmoft confufion, fo that it was difficule for
fome time to reduce them to order; but, as
foon as difcipline took place, and a proper exa-

mination



Commonore ANSON’s VOYAGE. 391
mination could be made, it was found to pro-
ceed from the furnace, where the bricks, being
over-heated, had begun to communicate the fire
to the wood-work, which, had it not been timely
difcovered, might have been of the moft dread.
ful confequence; but, as it fell out, it was extin=
guifhed with the greateft facility, and the brick-
work fo fecured, that no accident of the like
kind could again happen.

From the ifland of Formofa we direfted our
courfe fo as to fall in with the coaft of China,
to the eaflward of Pedro Blanco, as that rock is
generally efteemed the belt diretion for fhips
bound to Mocao ; and, on the 6th of Novem-
ber we fell in with it, when we were prefently
furrounded by an incredible number of fithing-
boats, which covered the furface of the fea as
far as the eye could reach. Nor was this fwarm
of fithing veflels peculiar to that place; for, as
we ran on to the weftward, we found them as
abundant on every other part of the coaft.
From among thefe we had no fort of doubt of
procuring a pilot to Mocao; but, when we
thought ourfelves near it, though we tempted
them with fhewing them bags of Spanifh dol-
lars, for which, it is faid, a Chinefe would fell
his father, yet not one of them would venture
to come on board us, nor give us the leaft in-
telligence ; neither did our fhip, the like of
which, fo armed and firted, had never befo._re
appeared upon their coafls, feem to excite In

them -any curiofity : they continued their fith-
, ' ing
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ing with the fame apparent indifferénce as if
any trading fhip had been pafling by; and,
when we made them fignals, they difregarded
them as much, though they certainly underftood
them, as if we had been only in fport. The
next day, however, about two in the afternoon,
as we were ftanding to the weftward within two
leagues of the fhore, ftill furrounded as before,
we obferved that a boat a-head of us waved a
red flag, and blew a horn. This we apprehend-
ed was a fignal for us, and accordingly we hoift-
ed out our cutter, and fent to know the mean-
ing ‘of it; when we prefently difcovered cur
miftake, and that it was only the ufual notice to
leave off fithing, which the whole fleet inftantly
obeyed. Being thus difappointed, we kept on
our cruife till we came to a group of iflands,
round the wefternmoft of which we were direct-
ed to pafs, and then to haul up. While we -
were thus employed, a Chinefe pilot. came on
board, and in broken Portuguefe undertook to
pilot us into harbour for 30 dollars, and on the
12th of November anchored us fafe in Mocao-
road ; where the firft thing we did was to falute
the fort, and to fend to the Portuguefe Gover-
nor to advife with his Excellency in what man-
ner to behave to avoid giving offence to the
Chinefe.  The difficulty the Commeodore prin-
cipally apprehended related to the port charges
ufually paid by fhips in the river Canton, from
which charges men-of-war are exempted in every
port of Europe, and which the Commodore was -
deter-
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determined not to be forced to pay in this. In the
evening the boat returned with two officers, who
delivered it as the Governor’s opinion, that, if
the Centurion ventured into the river of Canton,
the duty would moft certainly be expected ; and;
therefore, if the Commodore approved of it; he
would fend a pilot to condué the fhip into ano-
ther harbour, called the Typa, where it was pro-
bable the port charges would never be demand-
ed. To this propofal the Commodore agreed,
the pilot was fent, and the thip fafely moored.
Next day the Commodore paid a vifit in per-
fon to the Governor, to folicit a fupply of provi-
fions, and of naval ftores to refit the fhip. The
Governor very frankly acquainted the Commo-
dore, that he durft not openly furnith either
the one or the other; for that he himfelf nei.
ther received proviﬁons for his garrifon but from
day to day, by permiffion from the Chinefe go-
vernment, nor any thing elfe but what his pre-
fent neceffities required : however, he affured
the Commodore in a friendly manner, that he
would give him all the affiftance in his power.
On this declaration, the Commodore determin-
ed to go to Canton himfelf, to procure a licence
from the Viceroy to purchafe a fupply, and,
with this view, hired a Chinefe boat for himfelf -
and his attendants to carry them into port: but
juft as they were ready to embark, the Hoppo
refufed to grant them a permit; nor would
he, notwuhﬁandmcr all the intereft the Coms-
modore could make, withdraw the prohibition,
Vor. 11, 32 E till
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till he was threatened to be compelled to it by
force, This operated when fair means had fail-
ed; a permit was next day fent on board, and
‘the Commodore proceeded to the Englith fac-
tory, to confult with the principal officers there
about the cautions that were to be ufed, left the
factory fhould fuffer by violent meafures, which
he was folicitous to avoid. They advifed him
to tranfaét the bufinefs by the mediation of the
Chinefe merchants, who at firft wundertook
to accomphfh ity but, after trifling with him
more than a month, they declared they durft
not interfere in it.  The merchants then under-
took to procure him provifions clandeftinely ;
but that would not fuffice.  Upon his return, he
found the thip fo much out of repair, that fhe
could not proceed without being hove down
he, ‘therefore, next day wrote a letter to the
Viceroy, acquainting him, that he was Commo-
dore of a fquadron of his Britannic' Majefty’s
fhips that had been cruifing in the South Seas
againft the Spaniards, who were at war with his
pation ; that his fhip was lealxy ; that his peo-
ple were in want of provifions ; that be had put
into Mocao, a friendly port, for a fupply, but
that, being a ftranger to the cuftoms of the
country, he had been unable to fucceed ; and,
therefore, requefted, that he might be permitted
ta employ workmen to repair his fhip, and that
he might be {fupplied with provifions at the ac-
cultlomed rates at which the articles he flood in
need of were generally fold. Another difficulty
was
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was now ftarted as to the delivery of this let-
ter, the Hoppo at firft refufing to intermeddle
with it; but, on the Commodore’s exprefling
fome refentment, and threatening to convey it
to Canton by his own meflengers, he at length
undertook not only to deliver i, but to procure
an anfwer: accordingly, though the letter was
only dated on the i7th of December, an the
1gth a Mandarine of the firft rank, together
with two others of an inferiar clafs, and their
attendants, having in their retinue 18 half gal-.
lies, decorated with ftreamers, and furnifhed with
bands of mufic, came to a grapple a-head of the
Centurion, whence the Mandarine fent in form
to acquaint the Commodore, that he came by
order of the Viceroy to examine the condition
of the thip, and to report the fame as it thould
appear to him upon a juft furvey. On this
meflage, preparations were inftantly made to re-
ceive him ; in particular, a hundred of the moft
fightly men on board, uniformly drefled in the
regimentals of the marines, were drawn up un-
der arms on the main-deck againft his arrival.
When he entered the thip, he was faluted by the
drums and military mufic, and conducted by
fome of the principal officers to the quarter-
deck, where he was received in ftate by the
Commodore, and then introduced to the great
cabbin, where he explained his commiffion, and
prefented the perfons he had brought with him
to take the furvey., The Mandarine appeared 1o
be a perfon of fuperior abilities, and endowed

E 2 with
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with a franknefsand honefty not ufually to be met
withamong the ordinary ranks of Chinefe officers;
and, being an eye-witnefs of the dangerous ftate
of the leaks, and of the neceflity there was for a
thorough repair, he exprefled his entire acqui-
efcence in the report that had been given, and
promifed to lay the fame immediately before the
council upon his return. He was- exceeding
curious in infpeéting the fhip, in examining
her guns, and poifing her great fhot. He ex-
preft his aftonifhment at her ftrength and her
magnitude ; and the Commodore, to increafe
his wonder, and fhew his own power, let him
know how eafy it would be for him to deftroy
the whole navigable force of China, and lay the
city of Canton in ruins; but, neverthelefs, he
aflured him, that not the leaft viclence fhould
be offered, provided his wants were fupplied
upon reafonable terms.

At the fame time the Commodore complain-
ed of the behaviour of the officers at Mocao,
who had prohibited the country people from
felling provifions to his company, though they
had paid for what they purchafed in fterling
filver. The Mandarine heard the complaing
without emotion, but faid it thould be remedied
for the future. After the bufinefs was over,
dinner was ordered, and the Commodore apolo-
gifed for the meannefs of the fare from the diffi-
culty he had to procure better: but the two inferi-
or Mandarines, whowere theonly perfons of their
retinue permitted to fit at table with them, fhew-

ed
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ed no diflike to any thing fet before them, ex-
cept the beef, to which they have the fame dif-
like as the Jews have to pork, from an early
prejudice derived from their anceftors; of this
the Commodore was not apprized, nor were
they offended atits being fet before them. They
were, indeed, very aukward at the ufe of knives
and forks, and it was found neceflary to intro-
duce their own fervants to carve for them, be-
fore they could make an end of their dinners.
But if they were deficient in their manner of
eating, they were no novices in putting about
the glaffes ; for there was not an officer at table
that durft engage with them. Seeing they were
fond of Frontiniac, and that they - prefently
emptied four or five bottles of it without any
effe¢t, the Commodore ordered a bottle of Ci-
tron water to be brought up, which, on tafting,
they liked, and, the Commodore excufing him-
{elf on account of an illnefs he had not yet re-
covered, they clapped a ruddy-faced officer on
the fhoulder, and defired him to pledge them,
faying, by their interpreter, they were fure he
could not plead illnefs for declining his glafs.
When the bottle was out, they all rofe from
table, without appearing to be in the leaft difor-
dered, and, after the ufual ceremonies, depart-
ed, very well pleafed with their entertainment.
The Commodore now impatiently expected
the licence he had requefted ; but it was feveral
days before it pafled the neceflary forms, chief-
ly owing to the intrigues of a Frenchman, who,
‘ ' having



398 Commopore ANSON’s VOYAGE.

having the advantage of fpeaking the language
fluently, was at no lofs in traverfing the mea-
fures of the friendly Mandarine in favour of
Mr. Anfon; but a repetition of the threats
already referred to, produced, at laft, the defir-
ed effett. On the 6th of January, the licence
was received, and the carpenters were fet to
work ; but, previous to this, the prohibition
was taken off, and provifions were every day
‘brought to the thip in plenty.

- It was, however, the beginning of April be-
fore the repairs could be compleated, and the
Chinefe began to be very uneafy at their long
ftay. They had frequently fent meffages to the
Commodore to haften his departure, not know-
ing or believing that he was no lefs in earneft
to be gone, than they were to be freed from
the dread of his ftay. At length, on the 3d
of April, two Mandarines came on board from
Mocao, with a peremptory command addrefl-
ed to the Commodore, requiring him to départ ;
to which he made anfwer, in a determined tone,
that he would go when he thought proper, and
not when they prefumed to command him.
After this rebuke, however, all communication
was forbidden, and no more provifions were
fuffered to go on board ; and fo ftrictly were
thofe injunctions catried into execution, that
from thenceforwards nothing could be purchaf-
ed atany rate whatever. On the 6th of April,
the Centurion weighed, and warped to the
fouthward ; and, by the 15th, fhe was fafe in

Mocag
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Mocao road, having compleated her water as
the pafled along. On the 1gth, fhe again weigh=
ed anchor, and put to fea. :
But long before this, that is, fome time in
November, Captain Saunders, Commander of
the Tryal’s prize, took paflage on board a
Swedifh fhip with difpatches from the Com-
modore to the government. And foon after,
that is, about the middle of December, Cap.
tain Mitchell, Col. Crackerode, Mr. Tafwell,
with his nephew Mr. Charles Herriot, and the
Rev. Mr., Walter, embarked on board the com-
pany’s {hips on their return home. . About thig
time we received the firft news of the fafe ar~
rival of the Severn and Pearl (the two fhips of
our fquadron that parted from us in doubling
Cape Horn) at Rio Janeiro, on the coaft “of
Brazil, The Severn had been remarkabie for
the extraordinary ficknefs that had been more
fatal on board her than on board of any other
in the whole {quadron, infomuch that her
hands had been' twice recruited from the Cen-
‘turion during her voyage to the ftraits of Le
Maire ; and yet when fhe parted company fhe
wanted hands to navigate her in a ftorm, which
was the reafon of her return. It was from the
knowledge of this uncommon mortality that
prevailed among the crew, thatthe Commodore:
concluded the Severn to be loft. The news,
therefore, of her and the Pearl’s fafety was re-
ceived with the greater pleafure, as we had long
entertained
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entertained an opinion that both of them had
perithed. But to return from this digreffion :

From the 1ft to the 15th of April, we had
ftormy weather, with heavy rains and fuch a-
mazing and terrifying claps of thunder and
flathes of lightning as nothing of the kind I had
ever feen or heard bore any proportion to. This
was upon the breaking-up of the eafterly mon-
foon, when fuch ftorms are ufual in the coun-
try, accompanied fometimes with dreadful gufts
of wind, called hete by the name of Tuffoons,
of the effets of which the Chinefe relate very
wonderful ftories. :

While we were warping out of the harbour;
the Commodore went on fhore to Mocao, to
take leave of the Portuguefe Governor, who
had, to the utmoft of his power, behaved ina
very friendly manner; and, at his coming from
the fort, he was faluted with 15 guns.

During our ftay we had eatered about 20
freth hands, being chieflv Lafcars, Perfians, and
Dutchmen ; fo that our whole complement,
when we failed, amounted to 224 men and
boys, among whom were fome-of all nations,
languages, and religions.

Being now at fea, we were fome time in a
ftate of uncertainty what courfe the Commo-
dore intended to fteer.  He gave out at Mo-
cao, that he was bound to Batavia, and thence
to England; but his real defign was very dif-
ferent. The proje@ the Commodore had re-
folved upon in his own mind, was, to cruife

for
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for the annual fhip from Acapulco to Manilla s
and, not difcouraged by his former difafters, he
determined again to rifque the cafualties of the
Pacific Ocean, and to take his ftation off Cape
Spirito Santo on the ifland of Jamal, being the
firt land the Acapulco fhips always make in
approaching the Philippines.

Being now at fea, it was no longer neceflury
to conceal this projet; he, therefore, fume
moned all his people on the quarter-deck, and
in a fhort, but {pirited fpeech, informed them of
his defign; which was received by them with
the moft expreffive tokens of general appreba-
tion: and fuch a confidence of fucceeding dif-
fufed itfelf through all the thip’s company, that
the Commodore, who had taken fome Chinefe
theep to fea with him for his own provifion, en~
quiring one day of his butcher, why he had late-
ly feen no murton at his table? the man replied
dryly, that in truth there were only two ftheep
left, and thefe, with his honour’s leave, he pro-
poled to referve for the entertainment of the
General of the galleons.

‘When the Centurion left the port of Mocao,
fhe ftood for fome days to the weftward ; and,
on the firft of May, pafiztd the ifland of For-
mofa ; and, fteering to the fouthward, on the
4th in the evening they came in fight of the
Bafhee Iflands, which they fufpefted to be
wrong laid down by Dampier, and from ob-
fervation found them 25 leagues too far to the
weftward, On the 20th of May, they came In

‘Vou. 1. 7 F fight
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fight of Efpirito Santo.  As it was known there
were centinels placed upon the Cape to make
fignals to the Acapulco fhips, the Commodore
immediately tacked, and ordered the top-gal-
fant-fails to be taken in, to prevent a difcovery :

and this being the ftation in which he propofed
o cruife, he ﬁxed the limits between the latitude
of 12 deg. 50 min, W, and 13 deg. 5 min. the
Cape itfelf lying in 12 deg. 40 min. N. and in
2 deg. of eaft longitude from Pfotel Tobago Xi-
ma. lt was now the time when the Mamlla thip
was every hour expe@ed; for they feldom or
never fail of making land in the month of June,
and fometimes fooner, and it was now the laf
day of May, according to their ftile, ,When the
Commodore took his ftation.

It were tedious to entertain the reader with
the various conjettures, furmifes, doubts, and
anxieties, that agitated the minds of the people
on board, from the day they came in fight of
the Cape till the day that Mr. Charles Proby, a
midfhipman, called out from the maft-head,
A fail! This was on the 20th of June, juft one
month after their arrival at the Cape. There
did not remain a doubt but that it was one of
the galleons (for two were expeéted this year,
as none had been permitted to fail the year pre-
ceding) 3 and the Commodore accordingly flood
towards her. At half after feven in the morn-
ing, they could fee her from the deck, at which
time fhe fired a gun to leeward, and took in her
top-gallant-fails, as a fignal, as it was then fup-

pofed,
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pofed, to her confort; butin realicy, as a fighal
to her own people to prepare for adion. The
Commodore was furprized to fee her fteadily
purfue heér courfe, and was now in no fear of
lofing fight of her, as at noon he could fetch hei
wake. Her confort not appearing, it was con-
cluded they had parted company; and it now
became vifible, that the galleon did not intend
to fly, but to fight. Every preparatioa had been
previoufly made on board the Centurion, and all
hands properly inftructed ; fo that every manon
board repaired to his poft with as much regula-
rity and unconcern as if preparing for a review,
Thirty of the beft mark{men lined the tops; two
men placed themfelves at 2 gun to load theni;
and gangs of ten men each were appointed to go
from gun to gun, to run them out, and fire thpm
as faft as they were loaded. A conftant running
fire was by this means kept up, and no intervat
allowed for the enemy to ftand to their guns in-
fafety, as is common when whole broadfides are
difcharged at once. .
About one in the afternoon, the cal’con haul-
ed up her fore-fail, and brought to under top-
fails, with her head to the northward, hoifting
Spanifh colours, and having the ftandard of Spain
fljing at the top-gallant-maft-head. About the
fame time the Centurion hoifted her broad pea-
dant and colours, being within gun-thot of the
enemy and the Commodore, feemn them clear.
mor their decks of their cattle and lumocr, gave

ders to fire the chace-guns, to difturb them'in
3 Fa their
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their work. The galleon returned the fire with
two of her ftern-guns, one of which carried away
one of our fore-fhrouds, and our foreftay tackle,
-which could not have been done by an ordinary
ball. ‘The Centurion fetting her {prit-fail fore-
and aft for boarding, the galleon, out of a bra-
vado, did the fame. Soon after, the Centurion
fhot a-breaft of the enemy within piftol-fhot, and
now the engagement became hot. For the firft
half hour the Centurion over-reached the gal-
Yeon, and lay on her bow, and, by the widenefs
<of her ports, could traverfe almoit all her guns
upon the enemy, whilit the galleon could only
bring a part of her’s to bear upon the Centurion
inreturn. In the heat of the action, the mats with
which the galleon had ftuffed her netting took
fire, and burnt violently, blazing up near as high
as the mizzen-top. This accident threw the
enemy into the simoft terror, and alfo alarmed
the Commodore, for fear the galleon fhould be
burnt, and for fear he himfelf might fuffer by
being clofely grappled by her. Happily, how-
ever, that danger was averted, and the fire ex-
tinguithed, by cutting away the netting, and let-
ting the whole tumble into the fea. - All this
while the Commodore kept his firft advanta-
geous pofition, firing with great regularity and
brifknefs ; while at the fame time the galleon’s
- decks lay open to our top-men, who, having at
their firft volley driven the Spaniards from their
tops, made prodigious havock with their {mall
arms, killing or wounding every officer but one
. that



Commonore ANSON’s VOYAGE. 403
thatappeared upon the quarter-deck, and wound-
ing.in particular the General of the galieon him-
felf. Thus the action continued for more than
(ﬁhalf an hour; but then the Centurion loft the
fuperiority of her fituation, and came clofe along-
fide of the galleon, when the enemy continued
their fire with great alivity for near an hour
longer ; yet, even in this pofition, the Commo-
dore’s grape-fhot fwept their decks fo effectual-
ly, and the number of the dead and wounded be-
~came {o confiderable, that they began to fall.in-
to great confufion, efpecially as the General, who
was the life of the action, was no longer able to
exert himfelf. The diforder was fo greas, that
their officers were feen from the Centurion run-
ning about to prevent the defertion of their men
from their pofts : but all their endeavours were
in vain; for, after having, as a laft effort, fired
five or fix guns with more judgment than ufual,
they yielded up the conteft; and, the galleon’s
colours being finged off the enfign-ftaff at the
beginning of the engagement, the firuck the
frandard at the main top-gallant-maft-head ; but
even this office would have been at the peril of
the man’s life, had not the Commodore, obferv-
ing what he was abour, given exprels orders to
leave off firing,

The Commeodore, when the action was ended,
refolved to make the beft of his way with his
prize to the river Canton, being in the mean

~time fully employed in fecuring his prifoners,
and in removing the treafure from on board the
) gallcon
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galleon into the Centurion. His firft bufinefs was
~to commiffion the fhip, and put her under the
command of proper officers : Lieur. Saumarez
was appointed Captain, and was immediately or-
dered on board to take pofieflion of his charge.
But, juft as the galleon had ftruck, the officer
who commanded between decks cam eup, feem-
ingly to congratulate the Commodore on his
conqueft, but at the fame time privately whifper-
ed to him, that the Centurion was dangeroufly on
fire near the powder-room. It {eems one of the
Yads, called powder-monkies, being heedlefs, a
cartridge that he was carrying blew up in his
hands ; this fired another, and that three of the
lower-deck guns on the off fide of the fhip,
which being happily loaded and laid down for
fervice, and the ports hauled up to vent the
fmoke, they did not occafion the leaft mifchief’s
however, the cartridges and guns together raifed
fuch a fmother, that it was at firft doubtful whe-
ther it proceeded from the explofion, or from a
part of the thip being on fire. In fa&, upon ex-
amination, it was found to proceed from both ;
for, part of a cartridge having fallen between
the planks of the cieling, clofe aft by the fcuttle
of the Chaplain’s cabbin, not only a confider-
able fmoke iffued out, but a very fenfible heat,
and, had it not been immediately extinguithed,
the confequence would have been dreadful : to
be brief, a few pails of water feafonably applied
did more than all the water of the ocean could
had effetted after an hour’s delay.
This
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This alarm being thus happily fubfided, we
draughted out 50 of our people (of whom my-’
felf was one) to board and man the prize, I
had heard we had killed them 6o men, and
wounded as many more, and expected to have
feen the. horrid fpectacle of mangled limbs,
dead carcafles, and decks covered with blood
but no {uch fpeftacle appeared ; a party having,
been properly ftationed, during the time of
attion, to wafth away the blood; and to throw
the dead over-board. - 'We found, however,
many defperately wounded, and among them
the General, who had received a muifket.ball
in his breaft, and was foill, or preténded to be
foill, that it was judged unfafe to move hx‘ml
from him cabbin ; but all the other officers, to-

_gether with the Paﬁénvers of note, were fem:
on board the Centurion. ~Among the latter was
an old dcntleman, Governor of Guam, who
was gomg to Manilla to renew his commxﬁion,
and who had fcarce. mounted the Centurion’s
fide before he was recexy,ed with open arms by
Mr. Crooden, Captain of marines, who 36
years before, at the battle of .Almanza, had
been his prifoner, and honourably ufed by him.
Thefe two renewed their old acquaintance, and
Captain Crooden had a leng-willied for opportus
nity of returning the favours he had formerly rex
ceived, and which he orratefully remembered,

The fhlp, upon ¢xamination, was found to
contain to the value of more thana millicn and

' a half
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a.half of dollars, was called the Nueftra Signora
de Cabadenga, Don Jeronimo de Montero
LCommander, by nation a Portuguefe, and ac-
counted the moft intrepid officer employed in
the Spanifh mercantile fervice : and, indeed, in
my opinion, he was more brave than prudent
for, furely, no wile man, intrufted with fuch a
cargo, fix leagues to the windward of a man-
of-war purpofely ftationed to intercept him,
would have berne down upon his enemy, and
braved him to his teeth, when, with the advan-
tage of the wind, he might have gone fafe to
port, from whence he was not more than 10 or
12 leagues diftant, and where he might then
have {et his purfuer at defiance.

His galleon was indeed larger than the man-
of-war, was pierced for 64 guns, but had only
36 mounted, moft of them 12 pounders, and
17 of them brafs : fhe had, befides, 28 petera-
roes, in her gunwale, guarters, and tops, car-
rying each a 4 1b, ball; and, before the engage-
ment, {he muftered 640 men capable of bear-
ing arms, officers and paflengers included. She
was, befides, well furnifbed with {fmall arms,
and was particularly provided againft boarding,
both by her clofe quarters, and by a ftrong net-
work of two-inch rope laced over her wafte,
and fortified with half-pikes placed in the man-
ner of cheveaux de frize; but, notwithftand-
ing all her defences, the had 64 men killed,
and 84 wounded, whilit the Centurion had only
two men killed, and a Lieutenant and 16 men

wounded,
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wounded, all of whom recovered one man only
- excepted.

‘And now the Commodore leamt from fome
of the prifoners, that the other fhip, which he
had kept in the port of Acapulco the year be-
fore, inftead of returning in company with this,
as was expected, had failed earlier in the feafon
than ufual, and was probably got into Manilla
before the Centurion fet fail from Mocao; fo
that, notwithftanding our prefent fuccefs, we
had reafon to regret the lofs of time occafioned
by the delays of the Chinefe, which prevented
our taking two rich prizes inftead of one;
though, to fay the truth, it would not have
been an ealy tafk to difpofe of the prifoners,
which, even as it fell out, was a matter that
gave the Commodore no {fmall difquictude ; for
they were above deuble the ‘number of our
own people ; and fome of them obferved, when
they were brought aboard, how flenderly we
were manned ; and the General bimfelf could
not help exprefling his indignation to be thus
beaten by a handful of boys. It was therefore
neceflary for our own prefervation to prevent
their rifing s and that could not be fecurely ef-
feCted without exercifing a degree of feverity,
which in any other circumftances could not
have been juftified on the principles of huma-
nity ; for there was no method practicable bus
that of ftowing the men in the holds of the
two thips ; and as for the officers, 17 in num-
ber, they were confined in the Firft Licutenant’s

Vo I1, 3 G cabbin,



410 ComdMoporr ANSON’s VOYAGE.

‘cabbin, under a guard of fix men, firft depriv-
ing ‘them of their arms, and then keeping a
firit watch on all their motions. Indeed, the
fufferings of the common men, fuch of them
in particular who were not employed in navi-
gating the fhip, were much to be pitied ; for,
the weather being extremely hot, the ftench of
the holds loathfome beyond conception, and
their allowance of water but juft fufficient to
keep them alive, being only a pint a day for
‘each man, it was next to a miracle that not a
man of them died during their confinement,
except five of the wounded, who expired the
‘very night they were brought aboard the Cen-
tarion. Thus circumftanced, - the motives of
humanity, as well as intereft, ftrongly urged
the Commodore to haften his return to China;
and the prize being much damaged, both in
her hull and rigging, it was found neceffary to
take her in tow for the quicker difpatch.

On the 21ft of June it blew a ftorm, which
continued till the 2 5th, when the fea ran moun-
tains high: in this ftorm the Centurion loft her
lung:-'boat, and the prize a launch.

~ On the 2d of July we pafled between the
Bathee Iflands, ‘though the rippling of the fea
feemmed to indicate breakers or rocky ground ;
but'the wind being fo far to the northward as
to render it difficult to weather them, werifqued
the danger to fhorten the voyage. On the 8th
of July we made the coaft of (,hma, and on
the ‘11th came to an anchor off the city of

- Mocao
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Mocao ; from thence we proceeded to the river
of Canton, where we met with the ufval ob-
ftructions from the cuftom-houfe officers, and
where the Commodore was again obliged, as
it were, refolutely to force his way to his in-
tended ftation. The officer who came to take
the dimenfions of his thips, in the ufual man-
ner, feemed aftonithed when he talked of being
exempted from the accuftomed rates, and gave
him to underftand that the emperor’s- duty
muft be paid by every fhip that came into his
ports; and the pilot had private inftructions
not to carry the fhips through the Bocca Ty 1S,
or narrow pafs that forms the entrance into the
river of Canton, till {fecuriry was given tor the
accuftomed charges.

And here it may be neceffary jult to mention,
that this pafs, not more than a quarter of a
mile in breadth, is defended by two forts on
the oppofite fides; but thefe the Commodore
difregarding, and being determined to enter the
river without delay, as the ftormy feafon was
approaching, he caufed the pilot to be brought
before him, and in a determined tone threaten-
ed to hang him to the yard.arm, if he did mnot
inftantly take charge of the fhip, and carry her
{afe, without ftriking ground, through the Bocca
Tygris into the open river. The poor pilot
performed his office, but.did not efcape: punith-
ment for what he could not help. He was in-
flantly feized on being releafed from the Cen-
turion, committed to prifon, and rigoroufly

3Gz difciplined
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difciplined with the bamboo.  However, he
found means to get accefs to the Commodore
afterwards, to {upplicate a recompence, who,
ever ready to reward the fufferers in his fervice,
gave him fuch a fum as more than contented
him for his whipping. Nor was the poor pilot
the only fufferer ; for the Governors of the forts
were both difplaced for not preventing what it
was in vain for them to attempt to oppofe, and
for not doing what all the council muft know
was impoffible to be done.

‘On the 16th, the Commodore fent his Second
Lieutenant to Canton, with a letter to the Vice-
roy, afligning his reafons for putting into that
port, demandmg a licence for purchafing pro-
vifions and ftores, and intimating an intention
of waiting upon his Excellency in perfon to
make his acknowledgements. The Lieutenant
was civilly received, and promifed an anfwer the
next day. In the mean time, the principal of-
ficers of the prize defired permiflion to go to
Canton on their parole, which was readily
granted. Thefe no fooner arrived, than they
were called before the magiftracy, and examin-
ed ; when they generoufly and frankly acknow-
ledged, that they fell into the hands of the
Commodore by the chance of war, and that
though they were prifoners, they were notwith-
ftanding at liberty to treat for their releafe:
~they faid farther, that it was not the cuftom
among European nations to put prifoners to
death; but that the laws of war authorized

much
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much feverer treatment than they had hitherto
met with from their conquerors. This confeflion
from an enemy had great weight with ¢he Chi-
nefe, who, till then, though they had revered
the Commoadore’s naval force, had yet fufped-
ed his morals, and had confidered him rather as
a lawlefs free-booter, than as one commiffioned

by the fiate for the revenge of public injuries.
On the 20th of July, three Mandarines with
their retinue came on board, and brought the
Viceroy’s permit for a daily fupply of provifions,
and for pilots to carry the fhips up the river as
high as the fecond bar; and, at the fame time,
they delivered a meffage from the Viceroy, in
anfwer to that part of the Commaodore’s letter
which related to his vifiting his Excellency ; the
fubftance of which meflage was, that the Vice-
roy wifhed the Commodore to defer his vifit till
the hot feafon ‘was over, but that, in September,
when the weather would be more témperate,’ he
fhould be glad to receive him. This the Com-~
modore looked upon as a fineffe, knowing an
exprefs was fent up to the Emperor’s court. at
Peking ; whence the real motive for putting
off the vifit feemed to be to gain time to receive
the Emperor’s inftrutions concerning the cere-
mony to be obferved at his reception. ~ The
Mandarines, having difpatched this part of their
- commiffion, next entered upon the bufinefs of
the port charges ; whereupon the Commodore
at once cut them fhort, by telling them, that,
as
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as he did not come to trade, he was not to be
treated upon the fame footing with trading
fhips ; that his Britannic Majefty’s fhips never
paid cuftoms in the ports of Europe, nor ever
‘would be ‘fubjet to any pecuniary impofls in
any other port whatever. Finding nothing to
be gained on this head, they told the Commo-
dore, that they had ftill asother matter in
charge, and that was the releafe of the prifon-
ers taken on board the galleon; for that the
Eniperor would never permit the fubjeéts of
princes with whom he was in alliance to be held
in bondage in his domlinions, nor could the
Viceroy anfwer it to his Sovereign, if he fuffered
it; and that, therefore, his Excellency hoped
that the Commodore would give immediate
orders for their releafe.

Though nothing could be more agreeable to
the Commodore, who wanted much to be rid
of the incumbrance, than this requifition, yet,
to inhance the favour, he at firft raifed difficul-
ties; but at length fuffered himfelf to be pre-
vailed upon by their intreaties, and concluded,
by affuring them, that, to thew his readinefs to
oblige, he would deliver up the prifoners when-
ever the Viceroy would pleafe to order boats to
fetch them. Matiers being thus adjufted, the
Mandarines departed : and, in a few days, twa
Chinefe junks were fent from Canton to carry
them fo Mocao, under the dire&ion of one
Caprain Fial, Commander of a Spanifh mer-
chant-man, to whole fhip we gave chace in our

paflage
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paflage from the Bathee Iflands to Mocao, but
loft fight of her in the night.

To this gentleman the General of the galleon,
and all his officers, except one who accompanied
us to England, were delivered up. And now
I have occafion to mention the General, 1 can-
not help relating an affair which gave us on board
the prize a great deal of concern, and fufficient~
ly thewed the meannefs of his fpirit, and his
beggarly craft. I have already taken notice of
his being wounded in the engagement, and of
his being indulged with the ufe of his own
cabbin till he was fit to be removed. The Com-
modore, over and above this indulgence, fent
him a furgeon from his own thip, upon a com-
plaint that the Spanith furgeon on board the
galleon was quite ignorant in his profeffion; but
at the fame time he fent an officer to demand
his commiffion. Pretending to the officer that
he was unable to move, he referred him to a
fmall box in a locker of his private cabbin, in
which, he {aid, it was, and likewife a fword-
belt fet with diamonds of great value, his own
property 3 but, upon fearch, neither the com-
miffion nor the belt could be found: and, as
fome of our people had been rummaging both
that and other parts of the fhip, he protefted,
that, if they could not be there found, they
muft have been taken away and concealed,
Under colour of this concealment, though he
never produced his commiffion, he all along re-

ceived the moft- humane and gentlemanlike
’ ‘ treatment
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treatment that the moft worthy officer could de-
fire or expeét ; and fuch was continued till his
departure, when neither his chefts, of which
he had two very large ones, nor any of his
trunks or cafes were f{uffered to be fearched:
but every thing which he claimed as his perfo-
nal effects were delivered to him with the great-
eft care and punctuality ; though, as I was af-
terwards informed, he had many valuable ven-
tures concealed, which ought to have been deli-
vered up as prize to the captors; but, as that was
never examined into, he carried them off with
the reft, and, it was fuppofed, was not the leaft
among the gainers by the capture of his fhip.
He perfitted, however, to the laft in the lofs
of his commiffion and belt, and, though there
were none on board on whom he could charge
the theft, yer the Commodore fufficiently ex-
preffed his difpleafure againft the whole by the
prohibition he laid upon us, as {foon as the prize
came to an anchor in the river, by which all
communication was cut off between us and the
country people, and no boat fuffered to come
near us butour own; by which fevere order we
were entirely debarred from purchafing our
own provifions and neceffaries from the Chinefe,
which the people in the Centurion were at full
liberty to do; neither could we employ the
Chinefe tradefmen to fupply us with apparel,
of which we ftood greatly in need, though
in that too the Centurion’s people were indulg-
ed: aad all this for no other reafon, that was

ever
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ever afligned, but that, if the jewels the Gene-
ral had loft were. concealed, the Commodore
was detérmined the fecreter thould have no op-
portunity of difpofing of them without being
difcovered. Had this precaution been taken,
as it ouglit, for the fatisfattion of thofe who
fuffered under the {everity of the cenfure, and
had the effects of the Spanifh General been pro-
perly infpetted, the fecreter would have been
publicly expofed ; for, when we afterwards
fell down to Mocao with the fhips, where we
fold the prize, I was myfelf told by an Irith
prieft, that the General had both his commif-
fion and his belt ; that he made no fecret of the
matter at Mocao ; and that he had offered the
jewels (being only made up by way of blind)
among the merchants for fale,

But to return: during our ftay in the river Can=
ton, our people were employed in repairing the
Centurion, over-hauling hér fails-and rigging,
cleanfing and ventilating her decks and quarters
below, and in paying and decorating her hull;
infomuch, that when fhe cante to fail, fhe had
more the appearance of a fhip newly fitted out;
than one that had been a three-year’s voyage in
traverfing the globe. While thefe thmgs weré
doing on board the Centurion, we in the prize
were bufied in rummaging for treafure, till a-
bout the latter end of Auguft, when we made
a full end of our fearch, ard found, upon ac-
count of the captors, in {petie, 1,278,546 dol-
lars, and 1,324 of wrought plate and virgifx

Vou. 1L 3 H filvers
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- filver, The jewels we found were not them
valued.

At the fame time that the inferior officers
and feamen were employed in thefe different
fervices, the Commodore had a ftill more im-
portant bufinefs in hand. He knew it was im-
pofiible for us to proceed te Europe without an
ample fupply of provifions and other fea-ftores ;
and, though we were furnithed with a daily
allowance, yet no order had been obtained for
viQualling us for our intended voyage. Ap-
plication had indeed been made, and terms a-
greed upon with the contra®ors to furnith what-
ever was neceflary ; and they had undertaken
to procure the Viceroy’s permiffion for the de-
livery ; but when, about the middle of Septem-
ber, the proper officer was fent to enquire what
forwardnefs thefe things were in, he found that
neither the baker had begun to bake the bread,
nor the butcher to kill the oxen, nor was the
leaft ftep taken to comply with any one article
of the agreement. We could no otherwife ac-
count for this faithlefs procedure of the Chi-
nefe, than by fuppofing they meant to ftarve

us into a compliance with their accuftomed de-
" mands for port charges, with which the Com-
modore was determined never to acquiefce. In-
deed, it was fufpetted, that the contrattors
themfelves had fome intereft in promoting the
delay, though it was not ealy to penetrate the
views by which they were influenced, as it may
with truth be afferted, that in artifice, falthood,

and
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and attachment to all kinds of lucre, the Chi-
nefe, as a nation, are not to be paralleled by
any other people under the fun. It were end-
lefs to recount all the artifices, extortions, and
frauds, which were practifed on the Commo-
dore and his people by this interefted race.
The method of buying provifions in China be-
ing by weight, the tricks made ufe of to make
them heavy are almott incredible. At one time
a number of fowls and ducks being brought for
the thip’s ftore, the greateft part of them pre-
fently died, which fpread a general-alarm on
board left they thould have died of poifon ; but,
on examination, it was difcovered that they had
been crammed with {mall ftones and gravel to
increafe their weight. The hogs, too, bought
of the Chinefe butchers ready killed,  were
found to have had water injeted into the car-
cafes for the fame purpofe ; and when; to_avoid
this cheat, the hogs were bought alive, it was
found that falt had been given them to increafe
their thirft, that methods had been ufed to

fupprefs their urine, and that the tortured ani-
mals had been {old in that inflated ftate. ~Mr.
Walter adds—{for it is on his authority that
thefe inftances are reported]—that, as the Chi-
nefe never fcruple to eat the animals that die of
themfelves, they contrived, by their fecret prac-
tices, when the Commodore put to fea, that
part of his live fea-ftore fhould die in a fhort
time after it was put on board : in order, there-
fore, to make a fecond profit of the dead car-
3 H 2 cafes
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cafes which they expeted would be  thrown
over-boatd, they followed in boats to pick up
the carrion; and, accordingly, two thirds of
the hogs dying before they were out of fight of
land, their labour could not be in vain.

The treachery of the contraltors being now
difcovered, the Commodore determined to re-
new his former requifition for an audience with
the Viceroy. With this view, he notified his
intention to the proper Mandarine, and defired
that he would fix the time with the Viceroy
when he would be pleafed to receive himj at
the-fame time giving -him to underftand, that,
on the firft of O¢tober, he intended to proceed
in his boat to Canton. 'The Mandarine return-
ed for anfwer, that he would acquaint the Vice-
roy with the Commodore’s intentions. As it
was apprehended, that the payment of the cuf-
tomary duties would be demanded at-this inter-
view, the Commodore took the neceffary pre-
cautions to prevent the Chinefe from facilitating
the fuccefs of their pretenfions by having him in
their power at Canton, and, therefore, gave the
command of the Centurion to his Firft Lieut.
Mr. Brett (now Sir Piercy), with orders, if he
fhould be detained, to lie at the mouth of the
river, and fuffer no fhip or boat to pafs or re-
pafs tll he was releafed, by which the whole
navigation of the river would be lmmedxately
obftructed.

- This being known to the Chinefe, they were
now more than ever embarraffed in their deli-
berationss
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berations, The morning of the firft of O&ober
arrived, and juft as the boat’s crew, eighteen in
number, which the Commodore propofed to
tzke with him, appeared in their uniform,
namely, fcarlet jackets and blue filk waiftcoats,
the whole trimmed with filver, with filver
badges on their jackets and caps, his linguift
came to him from the Mandarine, to tell him,
that a letter had been received from the Vice-
roy, defiring the Commodore to defer his in-
tended purpofe for two or three days, which
not being doubted, the men were ordered to be-
undreft, and the preparations were all laid afide ;
but, in the afternoon of the fame day, another
linguift came on board, feemingly in a great
panic; informing him, that the Viceroy had ex-
pected him up thatday ; that the council was .af-
fembled, and the troops under arms to receive
him ; ‘and that the Viceroy was highly incenfed
at the difappointment, and had fent the Coms
modore’s linguift to prifon, chained, fuppofing
him to be the fole caufe of the  contempt,
This plaufible tale gave the Commodore great
uneafinefs, not at that time fufpeing any im-
pofition; and though it afterwards appeared
to be all a mere farce, yet the falthood was fo
well fupported by the artifices of the Chinefe
merchants, that three days afterwards the Com-
modore received a letter, figned by all the Su-
percargoes of the Englith fhips then at the place,
exprefling their uneafinefs at what had happen-
ed, and intimating their fears that fome infult
: ‘ would
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would be offered to his boat, if he attempted to
come to Canton before the Viceroy was fully fa-
tisfied of the miftake. To this letter the Com-
modore replied, that he did not believe there
had been a miftake, but was perfuaded it was a
forgery of the Chinefe to prevent his vifiting
the Viceroy ; that, therefore, he would certainly
come up to Canton on the 13th of October,
confident that the Chinefe would not dare to
offer him any infult, as well knowing he fhould
want neither power nor inclination to make
them a proper return.

On the 13th of O&ober, the Commodore
continuing firm to his refolutions, all the Super-
cargoes of the Englith, Danifh, and Swedifh
thips, came on board the Centurion, to accom-
pany him to Canton, for which place he fet out
in his barge the fame day, attended by his own
boats, and by thofeof the trading thips, which
on this occafion were fent to augment his reti-
nue. As he pafled by Wampo where the Eu-
ropean veflels lay, he was faluted by all of them
except the French, and in the evening he ar-
rived fafely at Canton. :

The Chinefe merchants, who affected to ap-
pear very much pleafed that he had met with
no oppolition in his way, pretended that the
Viceroy was then {o fully employed in preparing
his difpatches for Peking, that there was no gete
ting admittance to him ; but that they had en-
gaged one of the officers of his court, as foon
as he was at leifure, to notify the Commodore’s

arrival,
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arrival,  and endeavour to fix the audience.
Though the Commodore knew this to be a
falfehood, yet he fuffered himfelf to be perfudd-
ed by the European Supercargoes not to appear
to doubt it, provided the Chinefe merchants
would undertake that his bread fhould be bak-
~ed, his meat falted, and his fores in readinefs,
within the {pace of 40 days; afier which time,
if the leaft article was pretended to be forgot-
ten, he would force his way to the Viceroy, and
prefer his complaint, During the interval, while
the contrators were endeavouring in earneft to
fulfil the terms of the agreement on their part,
(which by the way they infifted fhould be paid
for in advance on his), a fire broke out in the
fuburbs of Canton, which on the firft alarm
might eafily have been extinguifhed, by pulling
down fome of the adjoining fheds; which the
Commodore with his officers and crew obferv-
ing, were inftantly about to carry into execu-
tion ; but they were told, that whatever they
pulled down they muft build up again at their
own expence, and that none but a Mandarine
muft prefume to dire@ upon fuch occafions.
The Commodore, on this admonition, difpatched
his people to the Englifh factory to affit them
in fecuring their effects, as it was eafy to forefee
that no diftance was fafe from fire, where the
common people contented themlelves with gaz-
ing at it, and now-and-then holding up anidcl
or two to extinguifh it. At length, however, a

Mandarine came out of the city, with 4 or 500
c .
H2rencns
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firemen, who made fome very feeble efforts to
pull down the neighbouring houfes; but by this
time the fire had extended itfelf, and had fpread
among the merchants warehoufes, where the
Chinefe firemen had neither fpirit nor fkill to
encounter 'its fo that it was feared the whole
city would have been laid in athes. In this
emergency, the Viceroy vouchfafed to make his
appearance, and a meflage was fent to the Com-
modore, requefting his affiftance. Accordingly,
he haftened a {econd time, with about 40 of his
people, to the place where the fire raged with
‘the moft violence, and in fight of the whole city
performed fuch daring, and, to the people who
beheld them, fuch aftonithing feats, that they
locked upon them as falamanders, and cried out,
that they could live in fire. In truth, it was no
uncommon thing to fee the boldeft and moft ac-
tive among them tumble on the roofs amidft the
ruins of the houfes which their own efforts had
. brought down under them. And thus, by their
refolution and agility, the fire was very foon fub-
dued, fo the aftonithment of the Chinefe who
were {petators of the wonders they performed.
On this occaficn the Swedifh was the only Euro-
pean factory that fuffered; yet on my arrival in
England,-to my no {fmall diverfion, I read in the
Paris Gazette, that the city of Canton had been
almoft wholly deftroyed; and that, in particular,
the Englith, Dutch, Danith, and Portuguefe
fa&pries, had been burnt down, and almoft all
their- effects confumed ; but that the French

factory
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faltory had providentially efcaped, their goods
being all fhipped before the conflagration reach-
ed the quarter allotted for their refidence.

This fignal affiftance gained the Admiral
much refpeét; he was the next day waited
upen by the principal inhabitants with prefents
and thanks; and foon after, a meflage came
from the Viceroy appointing the zoth of No-
vember for the day of audienZe. Being highly
pleafed with this laft intimation, he inftantly
gave orders for the neceflary preparations 3 and
engaged Mr, Flint, a gentleman belenging to
the Englith fatory, for his interpreter, who,
being trained up from his infancy among the
Chinefe, {poke their language fluently, and wha
was not afraid to declare with boldnefs what the
Admiral delivered him in charge, a part which
the Chinefe interpreters would not have dared
to have performed with equal fidelitys

On the day appointed, at 10 a’clock, the
Commodore and his retinue fet out; and, as he
entered the outer gate of the city, he was met
by a guard of 200 foldiers, who conduéted him
to the great parade before the Emperor’s palace,
in which the Viceroy then refided, where a body
of troops to the number of 10,000 were drawn
up under arms, who made a fine appearances
being all new cloathed for this ceremony.
Through the middle of this body the: Commo-
dore with his retinue marchied to the hall of au-
dience, where he found the Viceroy feated un-
der a rich canopy in the Emperor’s chair of

Vou. I 31 fate,
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ftate, with all his council of Mandarines attend-
ing. He was feated the third in order from the
Viceroy, the chiefs of the law and treafury be-
ing the only perfons {eated above him. He then,
addrefling himfelf to the Viceroy by his inter«
preter, complained to him of the delays he had
met with, the infincerity of thofe he had em-
ployed, the vexatious impofitions of the officers
of the cuftoms, the grievances of the Britifh {fub-
“jects, and, finally, the lofs fuftained by the Haf-
lingfield Indiaman, who had arrived there dif-
mafted but a few days before the fire happened,
by which the crew had been great fufferers, and
the Caprain in particular, who had loft a cheft
of treafure value 4500 tahel. To the latter ar-
ticle the Commodore received for anfwer, that, in
{ettling the Emperor’s cuftoms with that fhip,
the Captain fhould be confidered. To the other
complaints, the Commodore received no anfwer
at all, And having now gone through the fe-
veral articles he had in charge from the com-
pany, he entered next upon his own affairs, and
particularly concerning the licence to fhip off
his provifions and ftores, which, he faid, were
all ready, and the feafon for failing was now fet
in. The Viceroy replied to this, that the li-
cence fhould be immediately iffied, and that
every thing fhould be ordered on board the fol-
lowing day. The bufinefs being now at an end,
the Viceroy continued the converfation for fome
time on matters of indifference and curiofity 3
and, after obferving that the Centurion had been

‘lohg
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long on their coaft, he concluded with acknow-
ledoments for the fervices the Commodore had
rendered the Chinefe nation by the activity of
his people at the late fire, and with withing him
a profperous voyage to Great Britain. Thus
happily concluded this long-expeéted audience
and, in purfuance of the Vlceroy s promifes, the
‘provifions were begun to be fhipped the very
next day; and now all the preparations for put-
ting to fea were purfued with fo much expedition,
that by the gth the Centurion and her prize
were ready to unmoor, and on the 1oth pafied
through the Bocca Tygris into the open road,
and on the 12th anchored before the town of
Mocao. While they lay here, the Portuguefe
merchants entered into treaty with the Commo-
dore for the purchafe of the prize, for which
they would give no more than 6000 dollars,
though worth double that fum; but the impa-
tience of the Commodore to be gone, that he
might himfelf be the meffenger of his own good
fortune, and thereby prevent the enterprizes of
the enemy to intercept him, prevailed upon him
to conclude the bargain ; and, the being deliver-
ed on the 15th of December, and the money
received, in the afternoon of the fame day he
hoifted fail, and took his departure for his na-
tive home. On the 3d of January he came to
an anchor on Prince’s Ifland, in the ftraits of
Sunda, where he ftaid the beft part of five days
to wood and water, and on the 8th weighed
and continued his courfe. From this time till
g | ) the
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the 20th we had foul and ftormy weather, o
bad, that I thought it impoflible to mect with
fuch in latitudes fo near the Equator; and the
wind blowing direétly againft us, we were driven
pretty near the coaft of New Holland ; and, had
it continued blowing from the fame quarter,
with equal violence, for 48 hours longer, we
fhould have found it difficult to have cleared
that coaft; but, on the 21ift, the wind abated,
and the weather became moderate. On the
24th, the trade-wind fet in, and we then pro-
ceeded on our paflage with the higheft alacrity.
On the 22d of February, at half after four
in the morning, I difcovered a comet to the
eaftward, near the horizon, being, as I judged,
lately emerged from the fun’s rays. Its tail
was at this time about 10 degrees in length
but in lefs than'a fortnight it increafed and ex-
tended itfelf to near 40 degrees. Its head ap-
peared very large and bright; and, on a nice
infpettion, I have perceived it when the fun
has been about a diameter above the horizon,
The next time ] obferved its diftance from the
planet Venus to be 26 deg. 50 min. following
the order of the planets ; but not having in.
ftruments proper for taking altitudes without
a very obvious fenfible horizon, I was prevent-
ed from making more fatisfaltory obfervations.
From this time, till the 6th of March, we had
pleafant weather, with few exceptions 3 but on
that and the three following days, being near
the Cape of Good Hope, we had fome boifte<
¥oug
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rous ftorms; yet, when we arrived at Table-
bay, on the 11th, the Dutch knew not that
any fuch had happened. We found riding here
two Englith Eaft-Indiamen, the Salifbury and
Warwick, each of which faluted vs with 13
guns, and we returned 1. Wealfo found five
Dutch. thips, one of which having, as Admi-
ral, a flag at his main-top-maft-head, faluted
us with g guns, to which we returned 7. At
1 at night we parted our beft bower cable and
hawfer, both of which were very rotten, and
the next day moored again with others pur-
chafed from the Dutch. Here the Commodore
* continued till the beginning of April, highly
delighted with the place, and during his. flay
entered about 40 new men. On the 3d of
May, having compleated our water and provi-
fions, we on that day weighed and put to fea.
On the 1gth of April we paffed within fight of
the ifland of St. Helena, which, however, we
did not vifit. On the 26th we caught on board
the fhip a fnake chat meafured in length fix
feet and two inches, which our furgeon, on
examination, pronounced to be perfectly harm-
lefs. It was fuppofed to be brought on board
with our wood, at Prince’s Ifland, in the ftraits
of Sunda. The 20th, being before the wind,
with a fine breeze, and a gentle rain, a violeng
and fudden fquall took us a-head, threw all the
thip’s fails a-back, carried away her fore-top-
fail yard, fplic the fore-fail, the fore-top-fail,
the fore-top-gallant-fail, and the mizzen and
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mizzen-top fail. During this fquall the thiplaid
down very much, and we were in the utmoft dan-
ger of our mafts coming by the board 5 but pro-
videntially we efcaped without further damage.
The gth of June, in the evening, it being a
thick fog, we on afudden faw a fhip clofe by
us; we fired a fhot, and brought her too. She
proved an Englith thip from Amfterdam, bound
for Philadelphia or Carolina, with Palatine emi-
grants. She gave us the firft notice of a war
with France, and proceeded on her voyage.
The 1oth of June we came into foundings.
The 11th, at half paft eleven in the morning,
we difcovered three fail, and at one in the after-
noon fpoke with one of them, being a Dutch
fhip from Dublin. At the fame time, the fe-
cond, being pretty near us, fhewed Dutch co-
lours. The third, who had been in chace of
the others the whole day, perceiving we de-
figned to fpeak with her, ftood from us with
all the fail fthe could crowd. We gave chace
to her for about three hours, when, ﬁndlng we
did not gain upon her, we refumed our former
courfe. On the 12th, in the morning, the fog
clearing up, we perceived the Lizard Point:
but that the fignal perils, which had fo often
threatened us, and from which we had been
more than once providentially delivered, might
be difcoverable to the laft, we were afterwards
told, that there was a French fleet of confide~
rable force cruifing in the chops of the chan-

nely
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nel, through the middle of which we had this
night failed without being perceived.

- On the 13th, between the Ifle of Portland
and the Ifle of Wight, we faw a thip towing
another which was difabled in her mafts, This
fhip proved the Salamander privateer, with a
French prize. The 14th, at eleven in the
morning, we anchored at the back of the Ifle
of Wight, and in the evening weighed, and
again anchored at Spithead.—Thus we finithed
a long and perilous voyage, which had lafted
three years and nine months, after having by
its events, as Mr, Walter obferves, ftrongly
evinced this important truth, That though
prudence, intrepidity, and perfeverance, united,
are not exempted from the blows of adverfe
fortune, yet, in a long feries of tranfattions,
they ufually rife fuperior to its power, and in
the end rarely fail of proving fuccefsful.”

[Having now brought this celebrated voyage
to a conclufion, it may, perhaps, be expected
that we thould give fome account of the Spa-
nith {quadron, which we have more than once
had occafion to mention, and which was fo near
intercepting the Commodore at firft fetting out,
that, had the Spanifh Admiral cruifed to the
eaftward of the ifland of Madeira, inftead of
the weftward of it, the two fleets muft have
certainly met; and, in that cafe, whatever had
been the event of the attion, the progrefs of the
voyage muft have been effectually prevented.

This
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This fquadron was compofed of the follow-
ing thips : the Afia, of 66 guns, 700 men, com-
manded by Don Jofeph Pizarro, as Admiral g
the Guipufcoa, 94 guns, 700 men; the Her-
miona, 54 guns, 500 men; the Efperanza, 50
guns, 450 men; the Eftevan, 40 guns, 350
men; and a patache of 20 guns, 120 men;
and over and above this complement, they had
on board on old Spanith regiment of foot, in-
tended to reinforce their garrifons in the South
Seas, and to counterbalance the land forces that
it was known were intended to be put on board
the Commodore.

When this fleet had cruifed, as has beehn faid,
to the leeward of Madeira, till they were ina
manner certain that the Commodore had %ither
pafled by, or deferred his voyage, their Admiral
determined to purfue his inftruétions, and con-
tinue his courfe to the South Seasy but firft, it
was neceflary to fteer to the coaft of Brazil to
recruit his provifions, being victualled only for
four months, and more than two of the four
being already elapfed. '

- Accordingly, about the beginning of Novem-
ber, 1740, he quitted 'his ftation off the Ma-
deiras, and, on the sth of January following,
arrived at the river of Plate; where coming to
ananchor in the bay of Maldando, he fent ime
mediately to Buencs Ayres for a fupply,

While they lay here, they received intellj«
gence, by the treachery of the Portuguefe Go-
vernor of St. Catharine’s, of the Commodore’s

arrival
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atrival at that port, and of the weak condirion he
was then in 3 but, whatever were his reafons,
Pizarro declined making any other ufe of this
intelligence, than haftening his preparations
to double the Cape, which he hoped to effe@
before the Commodore was in readinefs. to fol-
low him. With this view, after refrething his
crew, and recruiting his water, he inftantly fet
fail without waiting for his provifions (which,
however, arrived a day or two after he fec {ail,)
rightly concluding, that, if he got the ftart of
the Commodore in the South Seas, he thould
not only alarm the coaft, but {o firengthen the
forts againft the attacks of the enemy, as effec-
tually to baffle their defigns, by depriving them
of the means of procuring neceflaries. But, not-
withftanding this precipitationi, the Commodore
put to fea four days before him, and, in fome
part of the paffage round the Cape, the fleets
were {o near each other, that the Pearl, as has
been faid, being feparated in a ftorm, ran within
gun-thot of the Afia before fhe found her mif-
take.

It was with the utmoft difficulty, and not
without confiderable rewards, that the Spanifh
failors were prevailed upon to undertake ihe
paflage round Cape Horn at that tempeftuouys
feafon: however, being once engaged, they con-
tinued to perfevere, till by the latter end of Fe-
bruary they had run the length of the Cape, and
were turning to the weftward, when a ftorm
arofe, in which the Guipufcoa, Hermiora,

Vor. Il 3 K and
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and Efpera aiiza, loft fight of the Adthiral, and on
the 6th of March the Gmpufcoa was feparated
from the other two.  On the 7th the: ftorm in<
creafed, and by its irrefiftible violénce drove the
whole fquadron to the eaftward, and; after féve-
' ral unfu"ccefsful efforts, obliged them to return
to the coaft of Brazil, where the Afia took fhel-
ter in the river of Plate, dnd about the middle
of May was joined by the Efperanza and Efte-:
“vai; the Hermiona having, as was {uppoled,
foundered at fea, as fhe was never more heard
of, and the Guipufcoa being run athore and funk
_on theé coaft of Brazil. The patache, we thould
have obferved was condemned before * they
quitted the coaft of Brazil, and her crew diftri-
buted among the other fhips; fo that, of the fix
fhips of which-this {quadron originally confifted,
there now only remainded three, and thofe in a
moft miferable condition ; for, though it does
not ‘appear, that the Spaniards were fo' feverely
vifited ‘with that moft faral difeafe the fea-fcur-
vy, which carried off {fo many of the Englith in
this paffaoe, yet they were reduced by famine to
fuch infinite diftrefs, that rats, when they could

ool

“be caught, were fold for four dollars a-piece ;
“and'a failor, who died on board, had his death
concealed for feveral days by his brother, - who
dofing that timle lay in the fame hammock: with
the dead corpfe, only to receive the dead man’s
;alléwance _
In thig ‘dreadful fituation, they were alarmed -
by the dxfcovery of a confpiracy among the fol- -
diers
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diers on board the Afia, to murder the Admiral,
and all the fhip’s crew, originating from-no other
motive but that of appropriating the whole ftock
of provifions to the confpirators own proper ufe.
But this plot was prevented, when juft upon the
point of execution, by means of the prieft on
board, who, having taken the confeffion of one
of the confpirators as he lay at the point of
death, purfued proper meafures to defeat their
~ bloody purpofes, and to bring three of the ring-
leaders to condign punifhment.

But, though this combinatien failed of its
effect, there were other diftreffes that multiplied
upon them, and which could not be prevented.
Hunger and thirft, the moft dreadful of all
other calamities, daily became more grievous s
the fhips grew continually more and more
leaky, and the men lefs able to ftand at the
pumps ; nothing was to be feen but defpon-
dency in every countenance ; nothing heard but
lamentations and complaints, which were em-
bittered by the abfolute impoflibility of reliev-
ing them. Under the weight of thefe affecting
circumftances, the Afia was near finking, when
fhe arrived at Monte Vedio with fcarce half her
crew alive. The Eftevan, when the anchored
in the bay of Barragan, had in like manner loft
about the {ame number of her hands ; but, whar |
was ftill worfe, and .is almoft incredible, the Ef-
peranza, out of acrew of 450 feamen which the
brought from Spain, had only 58 that reached
the  fhore, and the whole regiment of foldiers,
60 men only excepted, perithed.

3 K2 Being
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Being now in want of all kinds of neceffaries,
mafls, yards, rigging, provifions, and money,
Pizarro difpatched an exprefs over land to St.
Jago, in Chili, to be from thence forwarded to
the Viceroy of Peru, defiring a remittance .of
200,000 dollars; and what muft aftonifh the
reader is, that the Indian who was charged with
this difpatch, though in the depth of winter,
when the Cordilleras are judged impaflable by
reafon of the fnow, was only 13 days in his
journey from Buenos Ayres to St. Jago, places
diftant from each other 300 Spanifh leagues.
At the fame time an advice-boat was fent with
a letter of credit to Rio Janciro, to purchafe
what was wanting of the Portuguefe ; but nei-
ther the one nor the other of thefe difpatches
fucceeded to the with of the Spanith Admiral,
The Viceroy, inftead of 200,000 dollars, fent
him only 100,000 ; and the Portuguefe, inftead
of furnithing him with mafts and yards, the
principal articles of naval ftores that he wanted,
fpared him only fome pitch, tar, and cordage,
with which he was obliged to be contented : but
a moere mortifying difappointment he had ftill
to fuffer ; for a carpenter, whom, after the re-
turn of the money, he had trufted with a con-
fiderable fum, and whom he had fent up into
the country of Puraguay to. cut mafts, inftead
of profecuting the bufinefs with which he was
eitrufted, masried in the country, and fettled
out of his reach, refufing to return.

In this dilemma, the only thing that could

be
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be done, was, to fhift the mafts of the Efpe-
ranza into the Afia, and to fit up the Eftevan
with what {pare mafts and yards they could .
mufter, and with thefe two fhips to hazard a
fecond attempt to double Cape Horn, as it was
now fummer, and the weather lefs fevere. But
a certain fatality feemed to prefide over every
part of this unfortunate expedition, The Efte-
van, as fhe was coming down the river Plate,
ran on afhoal and beat off her rudder; and the
Afia, though fhe proceeded alone with mode-
rate weather and a favourable gale, yet when
fhe came to the height of Cape Horn, and
was tacking to change her courfe to the weft-
ward, by fome mxfcondu& in wearing the fhip,
rolled away her mafts, and was a {econd
time forced back to the river of Plate; from
whence Pizarro undertook to crofs the conti-
nent by land, and with fome difficulty accom-
plithed his defign. '
By this time Don Mindinuetta, Captam of
the Guipufcoa, wrecked, as has been faid, on
the coaft of Brazil, arrived, with thofe of his
crew who efcaped, at the place of general ren-
dezvous ; and, finding the Efperanza without
mafts, applied a fecond time to the Poxmguefe
by whofe affiftance he completed her repaxr,
and, in 1742, doubled the Cape, and arrived in
~ the South Seas, where he was met by Pizarro,
who claimed the command of the Efperanza,
which Mindinuetta difputing, an irreconcileable
quarrel arofe between the two Commanders,
‘ which
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which the Viceroy of Peru in vain endeavoured
to rcconcile,  In 1744, they both returned over
iand to the coaft of Brazil, where they found
the Afia (till in a fbattered condition. This thip,
however, they determined to carry to -Europe,
and, with this view, they fitted her up in the
beft mazner they could; and, having manned
her partly with Portuguefe, partly with Englith
prifoners, and partly with Spaniards, together
with fome Indians whom they forced out of the
country, they fet fail from Monte Vedio for Eu-
rope about the beginning of ‘November ; but
they had not been long at fea before the In-
dians, cleven in number, formed a confpiracy
to deftroy the Spaniards, and to regain their
liberty, in which they had hopes of being joined
by the Englith and Portuguefe, whom the Spa-
niards ufed with great infolence. At the head
of this confpiracy was their Chief Orellana
and one evening, about nine o’clock, he and
his companions came all together on the quar-
ter-deck, and drew towards the door of the great
cabbin. The boatfwain immediately repri-
manded them, and ordered them to be gone 3
on-this Orellana fpoke to his followers in
his - native language, when four of them
drew off, two towards each gangway, and
the "Chief and the remaining f{ix feemed to
be flowly quitting the quarter-deck. When
the detached Indians had taken poffeflion
of the cang.way, Orellana placed his hands
hollow to his mouth, and bellowed out the war-

cry
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cry ufed by thofe favages.  This was the fignal
for beginning the maflacre ;. accordingly, the
fix, with their Chief, who remained on the.
quarter-deck, falling fuddenly on the Spaniards
who. were intermingled with them, laid near
forty of them at their feet, of which<above
twenty were killed on the {pot, "and the reft
difabled, Many of the officers, in the begin-
ning of the tumult, pufhed into the great cab-
bin, where they put out the lights, and barri-
cadoed the door; whillt: of the reft, fome en~
deavoured to efcape along the gang-ways into
the forecaftle, where the Indians placed on pur=
pofe ftabbed the greateft part of them as they
atternpted to pafs by; others threw themfelves
into the wafte; and thought themfelves fortu-
nate to lie concealed amongft the cattle; but
the greateft part efcaped up the main fhrouds,
and fheltered themlielves either in the tops or
the rigging ; and though the Indians attacked
only the quarter-deck, yet the watch in the
forecaftle finding their communication cut off,
in the utmoft terror likewife gave all over for
loft, and in great confufion ran up into the
rigging of the fore-maft and bowfprit. But
when the Indians had intirely cleared the quar«
ter-deck, thetumult in a great meafure fub-
fided; for, not being joined, as they expeéled,
by either the Englith or Portuguefe, they could
not purfue their advantage by carrying the dif-
order into thofe quarters to which they had
driven the Spaniards, who thereby gained time
: for
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for recolle&tion; and, on finding none con-
cerned in the plot but the Indians, they refolved
to attack them in their turn on the quarter-
deck. With this view, Pizarro and his officers
ventured to half-open the cabbin-door, which
Orellana attempting to force, was fhot dead by
Mindinuetta ; on which his faicthful followers,
abandoning all thoughts of further refiftance,
inftantly leaped into the fea. Thus was this
infurretion quelled, and the Spaniards fuffered
afterwards quietly to proceed on their voyage ;
and, about the beginning of 1746, they arrived
fafe in Spain, after having been abfent between
four and five years,

By this unfortunate expedition the naval
force of Spain was much weakened : they loft
in it 3000 of their beft failors, one whole regi-
ment of veteran foldiers, four ftout fhips of
war, and a patache ; for we have obferved that
the Hermiona foundered at fea; the Guipufcoa
was ftranded and funk on the coaft of Brazil,
the St. Eftevan was condemned and broke up
in the river of Plate; and the Efperanza, being
carried into the South Seas, was unable to re-
double the Cape, or to return back; fo that
the Afia alone may be regarded as all the re-
mains of that fquadron with which Pizarro firft
put to fea, ‘
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