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T H B 

1 N T ROD U C T ION. 

PR E VI 0 US to our entering upon the de .. 
. tail of the difcoveries and adventures of the 
Engliih navigators who have furrounded the 
globe, it may, perhaps, afford fome entertain
ment to the curious reader, to be made ac
quainted with the firfi: fteps that led to fo bold 
an undertaking, and with the characters of 
thofe happy geniufes, who not only conceived 
the plan. but contributed not a little by thliir 
·example to facilitate the execution. 

Weare told that the ihadow feen in the 
moon in the time of her eclipfe, firft pointed 
out to the early navigators the true figure of 
the earth; and that; from this fimple obferva
tion, Columbus, by revolving it in his mind, 
deduced the pollibility of pailing round its fur
face, or, to fpeak with more precifion, of fail
ing from one fide of the continent to the other; 
for as yet one great continent, and one great 
ocean, with their appendages, were thought to 
compofe the whole material world. 

Full of this idea, he was naturally led to con
clude, that, by tailing in a direct courfe from 
any given point of land gn one fide. he muO: of 
necefity arrive at another point of land in the 
fame parallel on the oppofite fide, provided hia 

b pea-



II I N T ROD U C T ION. 

provifions were proportioned to the voyage, and 
no accident from tempefts or fbipwreck inter· 
vened to interrupt his progrefs. It was on this 
obvious principle that Columbus founded the cer· 
tainty of his difcovery; the infallibility of which 
ferved to Cupport his hopes, when abfolute def· 
pair had ft:ized the greateft part of his followers. 

It is true, that, though the figure of the earth 
was in etTdt conceived, yet its dimenlions were 
w holly unknown: but as the road over-land 
to the ealrern coafts of the continent was no 
Jecrer, Columbus was perfuaded that a paftage 
by rea by a weftern courfe, if no intermediate 
lands prevented, would alfuredly bring him to 
the fame coafts. From his knowledge, there
fore, of the polition of thofe countries, from 
whenc(; the rich produCl:ions of the Eaft \,?ere 
circulated through all the kingdoms of the Weft, 
he was led to f1:eer, firft, a fouth-weft, and then 
a direCl: weft courfe, which brought him among 
thofe broken fragments of the wdlern continent, 
which he at firfl: miftook for the iflands of the 
Indian Ocean, and to the richell: of which he 
imagined another voyage would certainly open 
a palfJge. 

The difcovery being once made, the principle 
upon which it was grounded could no longer be 
concealed. Thofe beloncrinCT to the naval de-

b 0 

partment about the Court of Spain, who had 
been moll: violent in oppofing the undertaking, 
as appearing to them in no better light than as 

the 



IN T ROD U CT ION. iii 
the vifionary conceit of fome crack. brained pro· 
jetl:or, now aifumed another tone, and afletl:ed 
to fpeak of it as a difcovery that required no 
extraordinary talents to accomplilh; that it was 
not the refult of fcience, but a thing t~at muf1: 
follow of courfe to the fidl: adventurer; and 
that it was fortunate for Columbus that he could 
prevail upon their Majef1:ies to furnilh the means 
to undertake it, as with fuch encourageme n 
there were not wanting officers in the royal navy 
~uch better qualified to have conducted the 
enterprize, tho' by his unparalleled affurance 
he had obtained the preference. In this llight 
and contemptuous manner it was the humour 
at court to fpeak of the new difcovel'Y; and 
though Columbus, after his return, was for a 
while careffed by the Royal Family, yet the 
frequent repetition of thefe indignities could 
not fail in time to leffen the idea of the merit 
of a man who had no advocate to fupport his 
credit but the evidence of his own fuperior abi. 
lities. At a court-entertainment, however, to 
which he was invited, an incident happened that 
contributed not a little to heighten his character, 
and mortify his enemies. The converfation at 
table turned, as was ufual, upon the importance 
of the new difcoveries; and though all feemed 
to agree, that the advantageS would be immenfe 
that mu!l: inevitably refult to Spain, yet little 
they thought was due to the firil: difcoverer, 
becaufe any ordinary feaman, by keeping his 
filip's head to the weil:ward, muil: have fallen in 

b 2 with 



iv I N .. T ROD U C T ION: 
with the fame countries. Columbus, withom 
feeming to regard their difcourfe, when dinner 
was over, and the table uncovered, called for an 
egg, and twirling it about with his hand, as if by 
way of amufement, aiked if any of the company 
could make that egg fiand upon its little end 
without additional fupport. The company, 
after trying their {kill, pronounced the thing im
pDjJible; when Columbus, taking it again in hi!! 
hand, and bruiling the lhell a Ii ttIe at bottom 
with his nail, produced it upon the table frand .. 
ing upright. The company all fell a-laughing, 
and one cried out, that any fool could do as 
much as that. I doubt not, replied Columbus, 
but any of you may do it, now you have feen it 
done; and fo may any miferable pilot in the 
navy fail to the Indies, now that I have pointed 
out the track; but till the iffue had thewn it 
practicable, addreffing himfelf to the naval gen
tlemen, that, too, you pronounced an impojjibl, 
thing. The King and his royal confort, parti
cularly the latter, were highly pleafed when they 
were told this fiory, admiring the promptnefs of 
a mind which, ever collected, neither malice nor 
envy could difconcert. 

Other navigators equally enterprizing, tho' 
lefs fagaciou5, were now inflamed with the de
fire. of immortalizing their names by new under
takings; fo that it is no wonder that the bufi
!lefs of difcovery went rapidly on for a fu(ceed. 
lng century. 

It was in 149~ that ,Columbus made his firfr 
e~pe-



I N T ROD U C T ION. ,., 
,~pedition totheJ3ahamaIfiands; and in 1496, 
John Cab bot, in the fervice of England, difeo
lJ~rc.d the continent of North America • 
. ,Columbus. in his firft voyage, hl\d not y~t 
,oneeiv,ed the idea of a doubl~ cOQtin,ent, but 
believed, as we have already noted, that he had 
difcovered a paffage by feato thofc: iOanps in the 
Eaft that were already known by the name of 
~he Eaft: Indies; in conformity to which he gave 
to the iflands that he difcovered the appellation 
of the Wen Indies, which they retai,n to this day. 

In 1493, having made a iecond voyage, and 
carried his ~ifcov~ries confiderably fllrther to the 
Soutl", it is faid, he received fame faint IlQ,cions 
of a fea beyond a great land, by which the 
i nands he had firft difcovered were bounded i 
but it was not till after his third voyage in 1497, 
that he attained 1I fight of that cQntinent which 
Cab bot h~d difcovered the year before. 

It may fee n, ,Irom what has juft: been faid, 
that the eaftern pa{fage to the Indian Ocean had 
been difCovered by the Portuguefe; and that 
the Eaft Indies were known to that people be. 
fore this weftern difcovery by Columbus: but, 
though feveraljournie~ by land had bet:n made, 
with a view to the opening an advantageous 
commerce with the eaft:ern countries, by Ponu
guefe Amba1fadors well inftrueted in the Ara
bian language, by whofe addrefs fame progrets 
had been made in that bufinefs, yet it was not 
~ill 1495 tha~ Bartholomew Diaz doubled the 
'ape of Good Hope, nor till the year 1491 

. (the 



vi I N T ROD U C T ION. 
(the fame year that the American continent wa5 
difcovered by Cabbot), that Don Vafquez de 
Gama, by fteering the neareft courfe, paired.the 
Cape, which Diaz had difcovered, and faIled 
into the Indian Ocean, where he afterwards 
made confiderable conquefts, and by his pru
dent management very fuddenly diverted the 
current of Indian commerce into an entire new 
channel. The notion, therefore, that Columbus 
borrowed his idea of a wdl:ern paffage from the 
difcoveries made by the Portuguefe towards the 
Eaft, is ill founded. Thefe laft had, indeed, 
made a confiderable progrefs in their difcoveries 
by land; but the paffages to the Eaftern and Wef
tern Indies by fea were difcovered about the fame 
time, without theleaft conneCtion or intelligence 
between the refpeCtive difcoverers. And here 
we cannot help entering our proteft againll: the 
honour afcribed to Columbus by Mr. Campbell, 
and other judicious naval hiftorians, as being 
the firft circumnavigator, becaufe, as Mr. Camp
bell obft!rves," it was his lColumbus's] opinion, 
c< that there was a paffage from the North Sea 
" into the South, and from thence it might be 
" very pomble to fail to the Eaft Indies."-
That it was the opinion of Columbus, that there 
was a weftern pafTage to the Eaft Indies is rea
dily granted; it was his original idea: but that 
there was a pafTage from the Eaft Indies to Eu
rope, without returning the fame way he went, 
he could have no conception of, till after the 
patrage by th~ Cape of Good Hope was difco-

vered 
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vered by the Portuguefe. Had he dreamt of 
an eaftero paffage by fea to the Eaft Indies, he 
would, !moft certainly have preferred it to a we[
rer~ paffage,. becaufe it might have been per
~rmed without lofing fight of land; and there
fore. with much lefs rif~e than by launching 
into an immenfe unknown ocean, of which no one 
could tell the extent. But his notion was, that 
the earth, like a bowl, inclofed the fea, and that 
it could only be traverfed from fide to fide by 
water, and then from fuore to fuore by land. 
Many irrefragable proofs of his having no con
ception of Jailing round the globe might be ad
duced; but that of his returning the fame way 
back a fecond time, without his knowing for cer
tainty, or believing there was any other fea to fail 
upon, or having even determined the extent of 
that fea on which he had already ventured fo far, 
may ferve without farther proof to convince the 
intelligent reader, that Columbus had. never 
thought of but one fea when he undertook 
his difcovery, and that that fea was only to be 
crofied from Weft to Eaft, and vice verfa. 

But to proceed :-Soon after the caltern paf
fage to the Indies was laid open, the co aft of 
Brazil, oppofite to the Cape of Good Hope, 
was difcovered by Cabral, a Portuguefe pilot, 
who was driven out of his courle by fireis of 
weather. The fame coaft was like wife difco
vered the fame year by Yannez Pinfi:on, who 
cO,mmanded a carvel that accompanied Colum
bus in his firft expedition to the Weft Indies. 
This man contefted the honour of the firft dif .. 

co very 
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covery with Columbus, and infifted that it wri 
throllgh his perfeverance alone that land was"de
fcried" the crew of Columbus' having abfolutely 
determined to freer back before the difcovery 
took place. He that as.it may, this able mariner 
afterwards examined tne coaft from the Bay of 
Mexico to the Equinottial Line, and, in the 
year 1500, difcovered the great river of Ama. 
zons, which it was thought would have opened 
a pa{[age to the South Sea. 

In 1502, Columbus made his fourth and laft 
expedition, when he fully fatisfied himfelf, that 
the illands he had difcovered were totaBy dif· 
connected from thofe he went in queft of, and 
that another continent exifted be fides that which 
was known to Europeans. He was frill, how
ever, of opinion, that a wef!:ern paLfage to the 
old continent from the new would be pratti. 
cable, whenever a way was found to the Great 
Sea by which it was furrounded: and now it is 
not at all improbable but that he might fortel 
what afterwards came to pafs, that one day or 
other the whole globe might be circumnavigat
ed, though he did not live to fee it executed. 

In 15°9, the Portuguefe firf!: found the way to 
Sumatra, and from thence extended their difto
veries to the Moluccas. 

About this time a conteft arofe between the 
Spaniards and Portllgueie; concerning the right 
of poffeffing countries, to which neither of them 
had any other claim than that of being the firft 
Europeans who happened to land upon their 
coaf!:s: a claim of the fame kind his Otaheitean 

Majefty 



I N T ROD U C T ION. ix 
Majefty may pretend to the weftern part of Eu
rope, his fubject Aotourou being the firft Tro
pical inhabitant from the S. Sea that ever fet foot 
on that continent. This conteft, however, the 
Pope took upon him to decide; and, to prevent 
the bloody confequences that might enfue be
tween two fuch powerful competitors, he pub. 
lilhed a bull, which, at that time of blind obe
dience, was held decifive, decreeing, that what .. 
ever difcoveries were made to the weftward 
fhould belong to Spain, and fuch as were made 
to the eafrward, to Portugal. This feemed for 
a while to content both parries; but, in 1520, 

Ferdinand Magellan, or Magellhanes, as Mr. 
Dalrymple affects to call him, having made his 
famous difcovery to the Molucca Iflands by a 
new palfage, the conteft was again revived, and 
the competitors claimed a fecond time the Pope's 
interpofition to fettle the limits of their refpec
tive claims by mQre precife and determinate 
boundaries. The claims of the Spaniards were 
now extended to near three parts of the globe; 
and thofe of the Portuguefe, which by a falfe 
reprefentation had been much diminilhed, were 
now to be reftored, or rather regulated by a 
more exact ftandard. The two contending 
powers were to divide the globe between them, 
by what was then ftiled a line of demarkacion. 
This 'line was to cut the globe into two hemi
fpheres, and was to be acknowledged afirll me~ 
ridian : all the difcoveries in the weftern hemi
fphere were to belong to Spain ; and all in the 

E: eaftern 
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eafiero to Portugal. But ftill there arofe a dif. 
putt about the precife fpot where this meridian 
line Jhould be fixed. By the Pope's bull it had 
been placed 100 leagues to the wefiward of St. 
Antonio, one of the iilands of Cape Verde; 
but, by this new regulation, it was removed 
270 leagues farther to the weft •• This altera. 
tion was intended to ul'prive Portugal of the 
poffdfion of the MoiuCCJs; but the Porwgucfe 
pilots were not to be thus deceived: they fuf. 
fered the line of demarkacion to be fixed; but, 
v:hcn it w;~s finally determined, they infifted on 
their right to the Moluccas, as ftill within their 
limits, and future obfervations have fince con· 
firmed their claims. But, notwithftanding the 
jul1ic;e of their claims (if jufiice can at all be 
admitted to exift in caies of ufurpation), the 
Spaniards held the Moluccas till 1529, when 
the Portuguefe purchaled an exclulive right of 
trading to them by a loan of 350,000 ducats. 
--Bur to retu:'n from this digreffion : 

. We have alrea'dy oblerved, that the eoall: of 
Brazil, and the river of Amazons, was firft difco
ver~:d by Y annez Pin~on, in 1500; but it was 
not till twelve years afterwards that John de 
Soli, dilcovered the river Plate. 

In 15' 3, Vafco Nunez de Bilboa got fight of 
the Great South Sea, from the mOUlltains of 
Pane;1s in the province of Panama; and from 
that time Ferdinand Magdlan, a Portuguefe 
officer, conceived the defign of furrounding the 
globe, by finding a palfage by which he might 

enter 
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enter that fea. He now began to confider the 
earth as divided into two continents, with their 

\ 

concomitant feas; and, as a promontory was 
found, by the doubling of which one con
tinent mi ;ht be vifited on b:Jth fiJes, he made 
no doubt but that another pr',:mmtory exilted, 
by which the other might be villted in like man
ner. Perhaps the i_!C:l of a ftrait mifSht not at 
lira ftrike his mind, till the opening at Cape 
Virgin fuggefte"o it. His original tllOught 
was to coaft along to the fouthward, as the 
land trended; and by perfeverance, he perfuad
ed himfelf, that a boundary would be found, by 
which the land of the new continent would be 
terminated, though he did not, nor could not 
then afcertain to what hei~bt it might reach. 
He had in view a nearer way to the Moluccas 
than that by the Cape of Good Hope; an:l he 
at £irft imparted his views to the Minifters ()f 
his Court, who, probably fufpeEting that by 
fuch a paffage the right to the Moluccas might 
be brought in qudtion by Spain, treated his 
project with a contemptuous negleCt:. To"a 
man fuUof the importance of fueh a dif.-overy, 
00-rlilng could be more mortifying. He deter
mined, fince be was fa coolly received at h0me, 
to try his fortune abroad. For this purpofe he 
repaired to the court of Spain, where, after 
making himfe1f known to the leading Minifter, 
he undertook to prove the Moltlccas, and other 
rich ifiands then reputed in the Eaft, to b\l 
within the Spanilh line of demarkacion to the 

c z vVeft, 
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Weft, and by a new paffage to' them he enga~ 
ed to confirm the truth of what he advanced 
inconteftibly. '10 -130 I nl 

Thefe propofitions, after being properly exa
mined, and approved by the ableit aftronomers 
and geographers at that time in Spain, was ea: 
gerly embraced by the Emperor Charles the 
Fifth, an enterprizing Prince, who. then helli 
the kingdom, and who gave him audience ill 
the council-chamber at Saragoffa, and conferred 
upon him, and his companion Ruy Falero, the 
order of St. J ago, both of whom his Imperial 
Majefty honoured with the title of his Captains. 

This encouragement, and thefe honours, 
could not fail to alarm the Court·of Portugal: 
but all the intereft and oppofition which Alvaro 

-de Acafto, the Portuguele Ambaffador, could 
mal~e, had no effect; the preparations for the 
voyage were profecmed with more than ordi
nary diligence, and five iliips were foon got in 
readinefs to put to fea. 

But, previous to their fetting fail, a difference 
arofe concerning the neceffary forms O.f com_ 
mand, which had well nigh ruined the voyage 
before it was undertaken; the honour of carry
ing the royal ftandard was ~ontefted by Ruy 
Falero, and fame other indignities were offered 
to' Magellan on account of his country. Thefe, 
however, were redreffed by the interpofition of 
the imperial authority t Ruy Falero was per
fuaded to fufpend his departure on account of 
his health~ and Magellan was declared General 

of 
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of the fquadron, which was now committed to 
his fole direetion. 

On the loth of Auguft, 1519, this little fleet, 
confifting of tbe Admiral's fuip; the St. Anto
nio, Capt. Juan de Cartagena, Vice-Admiral; 
the Vittoria, Capt. Ltl}'s de Mcndo~a, Rear
Admiral; the St. J ago, Capt. Juan Rodriguez 
Serrano; and the Conception, of which Gafper 
de Q!lezada was Mafier; left Cadiz, and pro· 
ceeded to Teneriff, from whence they took 
their departure, on the 2d of September. and 
on the 13th of December arrived at Rio de 
Janeiro, on the coaft of Brazil, where they ftaid 
till the 27th; and, after being plentifully fup
plied with all neceffary refrefuments at a very 
rooderate price, they weighed anchor, and con
tinued their voyage, in the courfe of which 
much difcontent arofe concerning the track 
they were to fieer; but on Eafier evening they 
entered St. Julian river, and were next day or
dered on fuore by the General to hear matS. 
Three of the Captains re~uff1 to obey; namely, 
Luys deMendo~a, Galper de Q!lezada, and 
Juan de Cartagena. this laft being already in 
arre1t for difrefpeCl: to his General. 

Their difobedience put Magellan on his 
guard. He perceived that the majority both 
of officers and men were averfe to the under
taking, and that a general murmuring prevailed 
throughout the whole fquadron. Only.a few 
trufty friends were ready to fupport their Ge
neral, C\nd willing to follow wherever he fuol,lh.l 

lead~ 
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lead. The weather was now fet in very revere, 
and the Spaniards, unu(ed to the rigour of fuch 
a climate, were hardly to be refirained. They re
prefented the inutility of proceeding, as they 
were already in a climate too boifterous and 
inclement to be navigated by Spaniards; that 
it could never be the Emperor's intention to fa
crifice the lives of his fubjects, without the leaft 
profpeCt of advantage to the State; and that 
now it was manifeft, though the difcovery were 
certain, the navigation would be impracticable, 
and therefore ufelefs. To thele reprefentations 
and others more full of afperity, Magellan 
coolly made anfwer, " that he was determined 
.. to die rather than return back; that he iliould 
" pafs the winter where he then was; and that 
" neither provifions nor wine iliould be want
" ing to thofe who would be contented with a 
" moderate allowance; but that if any perfifted, 
" in fpreading difcontents, and encouraging dif
e;, obedience, he knew how to puniili as well as 
" to reward." 

Barros fays, that the three Captains Carta
gena, ~uezada, and Mendofa, confpired together 
to kill Magellan, and to return and make their 
report of the ufage they had met with, and the 
hardiliips they had endured in the voyage; but 
Mag~lla~, confidering the danger, and that in 
c~rtatn clrcumftances temerity is better than cau
tIon, ordered the people of his own iliip to arms ~ 
and, manning his boat with thirty truay friends, 
he clapt the Victoria aboard; and while Men-

do~a 
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du~a was reading a letter direCted to him from 
th,e, General, the meifenger that delivered it 
itabbed him to the heart.-The moment the 
order was executed, the thirty men entered to 
the affifrance of the aifaffin, and quietly took 
polIc-fion of the {hip. This done a council of 
war was called, and a confpiracy was deteCled, 
in which more than forty of the principal peo
ple on board the feveral (hips were found to. be 
deeply concerned; but Magellan, that he might 
not appear too fanguinary or vindiClive, fen
ten~ed ff<.,uezada only to be executed, and Car
tagena to 'be left on (hare, accompanied by a 
French Prieft; a punifument that probably was 
worCe than immediate death, as it fubjeC1:ed the 
~riminals to hardlhips, which infrant execution 
would have prevented. Mendo~a and Quezada, 
he ordered to be quartered as traitors, to ilrike 
the difaffected with the greater terror. This 
put an end to all oppofition for the preCent. 

When the winter months drew towards a con
clufion, Magellan was vigilant to hail:en the 
departure of his fleet; and, as foon as the cold 
abated, he difpatched Serrano to coafr along the 
1hore to make obfervations. Serrano, at about 
twenty leagues difrance, found a river a league 
broad at the entrance, which he named St. Cruz, 
becaufe he fell in with it on that Saint's dJ y. In 
examining this river, and in filbing for feals, he 
fpent fix days, at the end of which a furious 
florm arofe, which fplit his fails, and drove his 
(hip on fuore, where (he bulged, and was be?t.l1 

to 
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to pieces. The crew, however, were faved, but 
reduced to the laft extremity for want of food. 
Two of the company undertook to travel over 
land, to give the G~neral notice of the miferable 
ficuation of their fellow- fufferers; and, after I I 

days fatigue, they at length fllrmounted every 
difficulty, and accomplilhed their purpofe. Ma
gellan, pitying their diftreffes, fent a vdfel with 
provifions, which came feafonably to their relief. 

The time for failing being now come, and 
the ibips in readinefs, they left the bay of St. 
J lilian on the 24th of Augufr, 1520, after fetting 
Juan de Cartagena, and Pedro Sanchez de Re
vora, the Priefr, who was allo found deep in the 
plot, alhore on that defolate coaft. They fup
plied them plentifully with bread and wine; but 
as they were never afterwards heard of, there 
can be no doubt of their perifhing miferably. 

The fquadron, confi!ting now of four fhipst 
kept coafting along to the fouthward, with immi
nent danger of lhipwreck, till towards the latter 
end of Oc1:ober, when they fell in with a pro
montory, which the General named Cape Vir
gin, becaufe it was difcovered on St. U rfula's
day. This Cape opened an inlet, which Ma. 
gellan judged favollrable to his. defign. He 
caft anchor at the entrance of the inlet, and or
dered two fhips to examine its courfe. In five 
days thefe !hips returned, and one of them 
affirmed it was a {hait, becaufe the flood was 
greater than the ebb; the other reported that 

they 
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they raw nothing but inlets and breakers. The 
General, on the1i: diffen:nt relations, dc::termined 
to fail into .the opening, in order to be more 
precifdy informed. He accordingly weighed, 
and came to an anchor in a commodious bay, 
where he fidl: fent his ikiff with 10 men to re
connoitre the {bore, and then the St. Antonio 
to trace out the inlet [0 a certain difrance. 
When the men returned from the !hore, they 
faid, they had found a burying· place with more 
than 200 grave~, and had feen the ft<e!eton of a 
whale in a cove ufJon the beach, but had feen 
neither hOllfe nor inhabitant. :rhe Captain of 
the St. Antonio on his return gave a more flat
tering account. He faid, he had followed the 
inlet for more than 50 leagues; that its courfe 
was due eaft and weO:; and that he made not 
the leaft doubt but that it was the paffage fo 
much delired. This news was received with 
repeated acclamations. A council was called 
of the chief officers and pilots, in which a very 
warm debate arore, whether, in the cirCl1mftances 
the !hips were then in, it were better to return 
to Spain, having obtained the main objeCl: of 
the voyage, or to proceed to complete what 
the Gent:ral h::d undertaken to perform, name
ly, to trace out a wei1ern pafrage to the Molucca 
lflands. Eftevan Gomez, the pilot of the St. 
Antonio,. a man of excellent parts and found 
judgment. infifted on returning back, and 
bringing another fquadron to complete the dif. 
covery, alledging, that they had frill a great 

. d Md 
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and unknown fea to pafs, and that, if either 
tempefts or calms intervened to ret.ard. their 
paffage over it, the whole fleet mufl: inevitably 
perith. His opinion was fupported by the 
whole council, Magellan only excepted, who 
declared, that, if he were fure to be reduced to 
the neceffity of eating the hides that covered 
the yards, he would perfevere in the difcovery. 
He accordingly gave orders for weighing an
chor immediately; and, proceeding down the 
ihait, fent the Antonio to examine fome inlets 
that promifed a nearer pafTage to th~ main 
ocean than that they were purfuing; but the 
pilot Gomez, and the purfer Guerra, feized and 
ftabbed Alvara de Mefquita, the Commander, 
and carried home the {hip. In the mean time, 
Magellan fupp6fing fome difaO:er had befallen 
ner, went himfelf in purfuit of her; but after 
fix days fruitlefs fearch, he deterniined to con
tinue his voyage; "and it pleafed God, fays my 
" author, that, at the end of twenty days, he 
" entered into the Great Sotlth Sea, and was 
" the firft who had found the pafTage fo m\:lch 
.. fought after, whereby the memory of this ex
" cellent Captain {hall be eternally celebrated." 

Finding that the land trended northwards, 
Magellan diretled his courfe accordingly, that 
he might as foo~ as poffible clear thofe cold 
and dreary coaO:s that had caufed fo much mur
muring among the mariners, and fo much ca
balling among the officers; put before he 
re;l,ched the Tropic he met with moft temper-

tuo~s 
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tuous weather, by which the three remaining 
fbips were very much fhattered in their fails and 
rigging. In this paffage they difcovered two 
unmhabited iOands, St. Pedro and Tiburon. 
about the fituation of which mariners are frill 
divided; and it has been quei1:ioned, whether 
either of them have fince been feen. 

As they approached the Line, they found the 
wind to frand fair. Magellan then ordered the 
fhips to change their courfe, and freer N. W. 
and W. N. W. till he reached the Line. 

Harris takes notice that it was on the 28th of 
December when Magellan entered the Great 
South Sea. aFld that in this wide ocean the 
(hips that accompanied him failed three months 
and twenty days without feeing any other land 
than the two iOands juft mentioned, which af
forded them no refrefhment. At length, when 
they had undergone aU the miferies that human 
nature i! capable of fuftaining, from hunger, 
thirfr, and ficknefs. they fell in with the Ladrone 
inands, where they landed; but where the in
habitants were fuch thieves that they were in 
fear left their fhips fbould be pulled to pieces 
and carried away before their faces, the crews 
not having frrength enough left' to defend either 
their lives or their properties. They therefore 
1hortened their fray among thefe plunderers; and 
were more fortunate in their next attempt. 

On the· loth of March, landing on the i11and 
of Zamal, they found fprings of delicate water, 
which to them were more preciotls than foun. 

d 2, tains 
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tains of the choice A: wines; fruit jn abundan¢t, 
that furpalfed any they had till then tafied ; and 
inhabitants humane and civil, who, pitying their 
difirelfes, brought their richeft productions to 
relieve them. From this ifland they continued 
to fieer between. the weft and {omh weft, till 
they arrived at BmhuJl1, or, as it has fince been 
called, Buton, the King of- which gave them 
honourable entertainment. They vifited feveral 
o~her il1es, and in all of them were well received,; 
till at length coming to the lfle of Mathan, they 
were attacked by an army of Indians} againft 

.. whom the General himfelf being engaged was 
lhot with a .poifoncd arrow, and afterwards 
pierced in the head with a lance; and thus 
ended the life and actions of this gallant Com
mander, whofe name will be perpetuated with 
11Onour to lateA: pofterity. After his death~ a 
company of his foHowers being.jinvited to an 
entertainment on 1hore, were treacheroufly mur
dered by a pretended friendly King, and only 
Don Juan Serrano, of all who landed, was re
ferved alive, in order to procure a large fupply 
of fire-arms and ammunition by way of ranfom ; 
but thofe who remained on board, fearful of 
being trepanned, would have no farther inter
courfe with the perfidious infidels; fo that poor 
Serrano was left to their mercy. Thofe on 
board the ihips, 80 in number, direCted their 
courfe towards the Moluccas. and arrived at 
Teridore, one of the principal of thofe iflands, 
on the 8th of November, 15'21. Here they 

were 
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w~re b()fpita'bly received, and here they ibid 
tin the middle of January, I5'Z2.; and, being 
now c;ome into well· known . feas, we lhall ac
C:4)mpaoy them no farther; only remarking~ 
that, of the whole fquadron only one 1hip, 
namely the ViCtoria, had the good fortune to 
return to Spain; and of 234 officers and fea
men, the complement at firO: fetting out, if we 
except thofe who returned in the St. Antonio, 
of whom we have no account, only 13 Spa
niards furvived to return to Seville. Their 
Commander John Sebaftian Cano was received 
with extraordinary marks of favour by the Em
peror, who gave him for arms the Terreftrial 
Globe, with this motto, PrimuJ me cir&umdedif~ 
tis, and otherwife liberally rewarded him. The 
voyage he lived to make took up three years 
and thirty-feven days, and is, perhaps, the moil: 
rema rkable that ever was performed. 

This voyage opened a new field for difeo
very: the Spaniards, who were already fetded 
on the weftern coafts of America, were very 
curious to examine what countries might be 
fituated along that vafi fpace which divided the 
new continent from the old; and accordingly 
Cortez, the celebrated conqueror of Peru, fined 
out two fhips for the purpofe, the command of 
one of which he gave to Ferdinand Grijalva, 
the other to Don Alvarado. 

Grijalva departed from Pageta, in 6 deg. N. 
lat. about the beginning of April, 1537, and 
fleered W. and S. W. into 29 deg. S. lat. where 

his 
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hisfuip,fpringihg her mafr, he ftood agaih tofhe 
Line, in which traCt a mutiny happening-among 
the crew; (5rijalva and his nephew were both af
faffinated; and the fuip, after a paifage of four 
months, was carried to Papua, where falling to 
pieces, the crew, reduced by famine and fatigue 
to feven men, took to their -b9,a,t ,and. coafted 
along the fuore, till being boa~4e{by a num
ber of Indians, it was funk. T!l~ ~paniards, 

however, were faved by the humanity of the 
captors, ,and ,fold for' fiaves. This {hip, it is 
affirmed, failed 1000 leagues on both [nies the 
Line without feeing land. Among the iOands, 
however, which they afterwards fell in with be
fore they came to Papua, was that called lfiitdelos 
PHcadores, called in the lace voyages' ffYRON'S 

IsLAND; and fuppofed co be a new difcovery. 
Alvarado was in!hucted to pUffue his difco

veries along the Line, without ~e!viati,n~ ,either 
to the right or left, farther than the m,cifr ad
vantageous method of navigating his, Qtip re
quired; and in that direCtion-.he; difcovered the 
ifiands of Papua. He illfo difcov.ered other 
ifillnds, named the Guelles, in I deg .. N.lat. eaR: 
and weft from Teronate, and'125 leagues from 
that of Mota, with Hamei, i 70 leagues from 
Tidore, and many others that' have lince been 
thought new difcoveties. Afteritls return, he 
was again employed upon fervices of the like 
kind, arid was inftrumencal in eftablifuing the 
trade of Manilla. 

But 
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But of all the SpariHh difcoveries that have 

be~nmade, or pretended to have been made, in 
tbe'South Seas, that of Juan Fernandez, who 
firft pointed out the way from Lima ~o 5hili 
by failing to the weftward, if real, is by far the 
moft iinportant. This pilot, (the fame who 
difcovered the'iOand which ftill bears his name) 
in the latitude of 40 deg. S. was brought, as it 
is faid, in 'cobrfes between weft and fouth-weft, 
upon the coaft- of a continent, from what he 
could judge; very fertile and delightful, inha
bited by 'white people, hofpitable, and well
difpofed, 'of -;1'tniddle ftature, drdfed in very 
fine c1oaths~ and fo peaceable and civil, that, i~ 
f;:very way they could exprefs, they endeavoured 
to gratify the ftrangers, and to accommodate 
them with the'beft things their country afforded, 
the fruits \Vhe'reof were excellent and abound
ing in tbe greateft profufion. It is added, that, 
being over-joyed with having difcovered the 
eoaft: of that great continent fo much talked of, 
and fo ardently fought after, he returned to Chili, 
intending to make a fecond voyage properly fit
ted out to improve this fortunate difcovery to 
his own and his c')untry's enrichment; but be
fore he could perfuade his friends to give entire 
credit to his report, he died, and the fecret of 
the precife fituation of his new continent periIh
ed with him, for it has never fince been found, 
though Mr. Alexander Dalrymple, author pf all 
Hiftorical ColleCl:ion of Voyages to the Soutlt 
Pacific Ocean, whofe opinion is of no fmall 

lA. - weight, 
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weight, is perfuaded that Fernandez did difcQ>
ver the SOUTHERN CONTINENT, and that, when. 
ever it is again vifited, it will be no new difc~ 
very, but a confirmation of the exillence of that 
land which has already been found. 

But, betides this dubious difcovery, there is 
ftill another, which has not yet been clearly af. 
certained, and about which geographers are 
much divided. This difcovery is attributed to 
Alvaro Mendana, who, in 1567, is faid to have 
fallen in with a cluller of ifiands abounding with 
gold and pearl, which were named by him the 
lOes of Salomon; and for the fettling of which 
an unfuccefsful attempt was made by Mendana 
himfelf; and a fecond ftrongly folicited by 
Pedro Fernandez de ~iros, the chie f pilot who 
accompanied that General, and who afterwards 
made a voyage thither on his own account, in 
which he made many difcoveries. 

It was in April, 1595, that Mendana left 
Callao, in Peru, to fettle the Salomon liles. He 
had with him two large fhips, a galleafta, and a 
frigate, on board of which were embarked from 
Lima 400 followers, including women and 
children. Of this embarkation Lope de la 
Vega, his brother. in-law, was Admiral; Pedro 
Fernandez de Quiros, chief pilot; and Pedro 
Merino Manriquez, Maitre de Campo. Ac
cording to Figueroa, who wrote an account of 
this voyage, the Admiral's fhip was named the 
St. Jfabella; Mendana's {hip, the St. Jerome; 
the galleafta, St. Philippe; and the frigate, St. 

. Catalina i 
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Cafalill~ :. of the two laft the .Commanders were 
~4P~. :Philip Cor~o, and Lieut. Alonzo d.e 
.Leyl~. In this expedition Mendan.a was ac· 
·companied by.his Lildy Donna Ifabe1la Barre
tos, w,ith her three brothers; and, after .parting 
~ompany with ,the A4miral's {hip the very night 
they came in fight of the ifiand on which they 
Jenled, Mendana caft .anchor in a bay which he 
called./IJ Gr4cioja, and the iHand he named Santa 
Cr.u~. Here, on the Reh ofOCl:ober, the Maitre 
de Campo, and Thomas de Ampuero, were 
hanged, and.EnIign Jean de Buy beheaded, for 
mutinous behaviour; and here Mendanahim
felf died the 18th of the fame month. DQn 
Lorenzo, brother to Donna I fabella, who, by the 
lofs of the Admiral~ had fucceeded as Captain
Gen.e11ll1, died :lIfo on the2d of November; and, 
in lefs than feven days after, Father l\ntonio de 

. Serr4, Chief Prieft, and Juan de Efpinofa. his 
Vicar. In iliort, from change of climate, fo~, 
and cuftoms; from . labour, going in the fUfl. 
being wet without having wherewithal t.ofujft 
th.emfelves, Oeeping on tbe ground, and.frqm 
other diforders afld fufferings, dangerousAif
eafes attacIied the whole compal'lY; they b~gan 
t-odie a~pace, it being lamentable to fee them.in 
their diftrefs creeping iAto hut~, fome ddiriQ\1s, 

. and others at the latl: gafp ; ,Come going to ~e 
lbips to feek bealm;. others 1hifting from the ~Pi 
to the iliore ; but no rem~dy, nor any phyfiqan 
to apply to for relief. In;this calamitous, .o-ate 
,hings.:were, when DOl)na Ifabella, on the .I,Sth 

e of 
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of October, broke up the fettlement; and em': 
barking the few people that remained alive, on 
board the St. Jeronie, the frigate, and the gat. 

'leafta, 'they fet fail, intending to purfue their 
COtlrfe to Manilla: but the frigate foon loft com-
pany, and, it is faid, was afterwards found on a 
defart coall: with all her fails fet, and the people 
On board "dead and rotten; and the galleaftaput 
into an iIland near the coaft of Mindanao. The 
St. Jerome, however, after fuffering unfpeakable 
hardfhips, got to Manilla, where Donna Ifa
bella married Don Ferdinando de Cafho, and 
returned in his fbip to New Spain the very next 
year. The Admiral's {hip was never heard of.
Thus ended this unfortunate expedition. J ',I 
ni' The Uland of Santa Cruz) in which this 
fettlement was attempted, is faid to be 100 

leagues in circumference, and to lie E. S. E. 
and W. N. W. in lat. 10 deg. 20 min. S. dif
tant from Lima 1800 leagues. They caft an
chor on the north fide of it, in a harbour, to the 
north of which is a volcano, or burning moun
tain, that from its top freqlkntly cafts forth fire, 
and from' the in fide of which proceeds a noife 
fometimes louder than thunder. To the weft of 
the harbour is a fmall iOand about four leagues 
in compafs, feparated from the great iOand by 
funken rocks and banks of fand. The port is 
formed at the bottom of the bay by a great ri. 
ver~ and the country round it is fine and plenti
fUl:' . A more exaCt defcription than this, onc 

I would think,: could not have been given. ,.,,' 
~ Quiros, 
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Quiros, who navigated Donna lfabella, firll: 

to· Manilla,. and afterwards accompanied her to 
New Spain, was fo charmed with the beautiful 
appearance of thefe enchanting iOands, that he 
continued for the fpace of ten years inceffantly 
to weary the Court of Spain with memorial af
ter memorial to renew the fettlement of them; 
and at length he prevailed.-Previous to 
his voyage, he fpent feveral months in building: 
two "fhips and a zebra, the ftouteit and be~ 
equipped with. men, provifions, and warlike 
fiores, of any that had ever been fitted out in 
New Spain. He was accompanied by fix fran
cifcan Fathers, with whom he took his depar
ture on the 2 J it of December, I60S j and fail. 
ing without any material incident till the 26th 
of January 1606, he on that day fell in with an 
ifland to the fouth-weft, juft 1000 leagues from 
the co aft of Peru, in lat. 25 deg. S. which iOand 
he unluckily found uninhabited. From this 
ifland he failed on different courfes, pailing feve
ral inacceffiblc: inands, till the loth of Februarv, 
on which day a failor joyfully cried out, La~ 
a-head! Here, on their landing, they furprized 
a woman, but fo old in appearance, that it was 
matter of aftonifhment that lhe could fiand up
right. In her youthful days it was eafy to per
ceive that fhe had been of a graceful mien, and 
fue frill retained a dignity abOUt her that fhew
ed fhe was of quality. Being afked by figns to 
go on board, the complied without hefitation; 
~nd when there, lhe eat of, whatever was given 

C 2 hera 



~'Viii I NT ROD U C T 101ft 
her, and receivedprefents with a becoming di~ 
After cloathing this lady 1fety nne, tlTey fotrM
On 1hore; and, on her landing. the people 60a~ 
ed about her, and among them a rall~ ftoUf;; 
well-made man, who had on his head a--plume
of feathers, and by his deportment appeared to
be a Chief. Him they endeavoured to entice on 
board; bur, when he came to the iliip's fide,. 
fearing treachery, he refufed to enter,. Quiros 
directed that no force might be ufed, made him 
fome prefents, and difmifTed him. This iOand 
by obfervation was in 17 deg. 40 min. S. and 
was named by Quiros Sagitaria. They left-it 
on the 12th, after fome flmmilhes with the in. 
habitants, and, palling by [everal other ifiands, 
in which they could procure no refrefbmeru. 
on the 2d of March they ft'll in with -all i{la6d 
which promifed fair to ftlpply their wants. 
Here on thek attempting to land they wer.e ac
eoited by about 100 Indians, the talleft, gen· 
tee left, whiteft, and ftrongeft-made pt'ople they 
had ever yet feen; but, though they fhewed 
fair in countenance, they were in faa the cru
tUeft enemies they had to encounter in the whole 
"oyage. One of them in a fwift canoe ap
proached the lhip fingly, and, brandilhing his 
Janct, made thofekind of c0ntortions with his 
face, arms, and legs, by which Patkinfon has re
~arked the South-Sea Indians pr0v0ketheirene
'mies tobatil?le; he even mounted the balcony of 
'the Adtniral's lhip, and with his lance made a 
thruft at one of the officers on she quarter-

deck, 
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deck, with an intent to kill him, and inftantl, 
leaping into his canoe rowed off at a great rate. 
He rep.eated his viIits and his infolence; but it 
was not long before they fhat him dead. While 
this was paffing on boarl:l the Admiral, the ze
bra, that had call: anchor near the thare, was ftill 
in a worfe fituation, furrounded by a multitude 
of fierce barbarians, who, having fallened a rope 
to her head, were endeavouring to drag her on 
thore; but perceiving that the people on board 
were preparing to cut the rope, they pulbed a 
little off, and were faftening it to the cable, 
when a volley of fmail arms was difcharged 
among them, by which fome were killed., fQJil'le 
wounded, and all terribly frightened: this, 
however, failed of the de fired effeCt; for nei
ther kindnefs nor chaftifement could prevail 
upon them to furnifu the fuips with water or 
provifions ; fo that they were obliged to fet fail 
without a fupply of either. This ifland lies 
north and fouth, and was called by Quiros the 
lfiand of Handfome People. 

They now purfued their courfe for the jOand 
of Santa Cruz without interruption till the 7th 
of April, when they difcovered land bearing 
W. N. W. high, and black like a volcano.; but 
night coming on, they ftood off till next morn
ing, and then fent the zebra to look out for a 
fafe harbour for the {hips to caft anchor. On 
the 9th the. returned. having fucceeded; and 
about noon the fame day the 1hips were moor
ed in 2.5 fathom water, to the great joy of the 
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defponding crew. The boats were inftantly 
difpatched to make peace with the natives; and 
before night, they returned with water, plan
tains, cocoa-nuts, potatoes, palmetos, and rugato' 
tanes, than which the riches of Potofi could not 
have been more welcome. They next day dif,j 
covered a fort, conftruCted by art, the materials
of coral ftone, in which were about 70 hOllfeS 
furrounded by the fea, and defigned as a refllge 
from enemies, whenever an invafion was threat
ened by the warlike inhabitants of the adjoining 
country. To this fort they made their next ap
proach, and, left they thould meet with oppon
tion, they took care to be properly armed; but 
the inhabitants were defirous of nothing fo much 
as peace, and received them hofpitably: fo dif..; 
ferent are the difpofitions of people inhabiting 
the fame climate, and feparated only by a por
tion of the [ea. Here they were fupplied at an 
eafy rate with wood and water, in the (hipping 
of which they were affifted by the friendly na
tives; and here they had plenty of the fruits and 
provifions which the country produced; in re
turn for which, the grateful Spaniards feized 
four of the natives, with a view to carry them 
off; but in fpite of their vigilance three made 
their efc~pe, and only one continued with them, 
who, bemg a {lave where he was, cared but little 
.what mafter he ferved in that capacity. 

At the end of [even days, the people being 
pretty well refrefhed, Quiros again fet fa~l, and 
on the 21ft of April pa1fed an ifiand in lat. 12 
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degrees S. which the Indians called Tucopia. 
They now approached the iUands of which they 
were in queO:; and on the 25th a confultation 
was held on board the Admiral, to confider 
which of the lands in fight they would chufe to 
fettle, when it was concluded not to return to 
SaI)ta Cruz, but to ftand to the fouthward in 
fearch. of that great land, of which they had 
lleard fo much. This they did, paffing many 
ifiands, fome of confiderable extent, fome fmall 
but very populous, and all of them exhibiting 
a moO: delightful profpeCl: of woods, lawns, in
dofures, and water-falls, till at length in lat. 
14 deg. 50 min. S. they came to a land O:retch
ing from eaO: to weft, to the extent of whic~ 
they could fee no end. On the zebra's ap
proaching this land, the people on board were 
not a little furprized to fee an Indian come 
down from the mountains, and without invita
tion throw himfelf into the fea, and make to
wards the fhip. A boat was immediately hoiO:
cd out, in order to take him up i but as he ap
peared fpirited and ftrong, and made the u[ual 
contortions by way of defiance, it was judged 
proper to confine him, by clapping a chain 
upon his legs to prevent mifchief. In this man
ner they purpofed to have carried him on board 
the Admiral, who wanted to get fome native 
in his power to ufe with kindnefs, in order to 
facilitate a peace; but, perceiving their intent, 
and concluding that his imprifonment was. a 
preh,Jde to his death, he feized in his palfage a 
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fnourable opportunity, and [napping.his chains 
with his hands, leapt fuddenly into the fea. 
Night coming on, it was in vain to purfue him, 
and accordingly they continued their courfe to 
acquaint the Admiral with what had happened. 
They had fcarce been an hour on board, when 
the watch on the forecaftle called out, A 'Voice ! 
and knowing it tobe that of a native, they in
ftantly handed him up, when, to the great fur
prize of the boat's crew, who had juft come on 
board, they perceived, by the remains of the 
«:hain about his leg, that it was the man who 
had made his efcape. He was quite exhaufted 
with fwimming, and chofe rather to furrender 
'to the ftrangers than perifh in the fea. He was 
kindly received, had wine and fweet-meats given 
"him, put to bed, and in the morning was richly 
«:loathed in talfety, al'ld fent on fhore: in return 
for which civilities, he caufed a number of hogs 
to be fent on board, with plantains and other 
fruits; but at the fame time he gave his bene- ' 
faCtors to underftand, that he was not to be di
vertedfromthe defence of his country, by the dif
fembled kindnefs of pretended friends. When, 
therefore, the Spaniards attempted to land, a few 
Indians, headed by this gallant Chief, appeared 
\1pon the thore, and, feigning to conduct them to 
an open beach, led them along the {kirts of a 
wood, where a numerous body of natives lay con· 
cealed, who watching their opportunity, let fly a 
volley of poifonedarrows, by which, however, 
~ne Spaniard only was wounded in the face. 
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The Spaniards returned the compliment, by a 
difcharge ofltlUfql1etry; but the oppofition they 
expeCted from thefe uncivilized barbarians (for 
fo they are called for defending their country) 
deterred them from profecuting their deugn. 
They returned to their fiJips without ft:tting 
foot on (bore; and, on their return, finding 
themrdves mifi:aken, it was thought proper 
again to put to fea, in fearch of that great 
country and that friendly people, of whore hap
py fituation they had heard fo much. 

On the 30th of April, about three in the 
afternoon, fi:eering fouth-wefi:, they difcovered 
land right a-head, and before night came up 
with it. In the morning the zebra was fent 
along (bore t?examine the fOl1ndings, and after 
twelve hours abfence returned, and made report, 
that they had found a fpaciolls bay, and had ex
changed fome trifles with a people of an enor
mous fize, who, neverthelefs, appeared to be 
good natured, and defirous of peace. This 
news gave llniverfal fatisfaCtion. The !hips fol. 
lowed their pilot; and it being the day of St. 
Philip and St. James when they arrived, they 
called the bay by that name. Here they found a 
moll: delightful port. fituated between twO noble 
rivers (the one they named the Jordan, and the 
other· Salvador) i the people numerouS and 
friendly; the climate mild and ferene ; and the 
air fo ~holefome, that in a few days all the fick 
recovered. The foil they afterwards found 
fruitful to a degree of luxuriance; the woods 
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and plains abounding with herds and bealts'of 
variolls kinds, and the 'feas well flored witff' 
ffih. In thorr,nbthlng was wanting to com
plete their wHhes, blit a more numerolls com·, 
pany to fecure poffdEol1. On their firft land
ing the Spaniards were hofpitably received; 
but when it was perceived, by their overtures 
for peace, that they intended to prolong their 
fray, a jealoufy arofe that they came with no 
good defign; and they were treated afterwards 
as enemies and invaders. All friendly inter
courfe very loon cealed; the market for provi
floris was flope; and nothing was to be obtained 
to fubfifl upon but by force or lhatagem. 
While they were on thefe terms, an incident 
11appened that it was thought would at once 
have put an end to their fears and their hopes. 
Among the vegetables which grew wild, and on 
which they were obliged chiefly to live, they 
had gathered fome poifonous plants, of which 
the people in general had eaten, and all who 
had eaten foon began to feel the direful effects. 
The fymptoms were the more alarming, as all 
parts of the fleth leemed to partake of the nox
ious quality of the plants. The thips were like 
the hofpitals of a city infected with the plague. 
where the numbers of the healthy were not fulli
cient to adminifler to the infirmities of the fick. 
Nothing, in thore, was to be heard but lamen
tations and fupplications; all expected to die 
without remedy. But their fears, as it fell out, 
were greater than their danger; for, after a eel'>" 
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tain time, the violence of the poiron abated, and 
the lick were r.eftored to a more vigorous (tate 
of health than they enjoyed before. But they 
were fcarce relieved from this misfortune, when 
another fucceeded. Defpairing of ever being 
able to reconcile themfelves to the natives at 
this port, they fe;;t fail, after having founded a 
city between the Jordan and the Salvador, to 
which they had given the name of New Jerula
lem. Coafting towards the fouth with a view to 
find a more fortunate fettlement, they were 
overtaken by a man: dreadful ftorm, in which 
the {hips were ft:parated. The Admiral was 
driven off the (oaft, and never again returned; 
but the other {hip, and the zebra, with difficulty 
returned to port. What afterwards became of 
them we are not told. Quiros, after attempting 
in vain to rejoin them, made the ben: of his way 
to New Spain; and on his arrival undertook a 
voyage to Old Spain, where he continued to 
folicit the Court for a new embarkation; but 
he died before he could obtain it. 

From this time the Spaniards feem to have 
given over all thoughts of a 1ettlement in thofe 
il1ands, to the true lituation of which they appear 
at this day to be {hangers. Neither have other 
nations been more fuccefsful in their attempts 
to dilCover them; for unlefs (as Mr. Alexan .. 
der Dalrymple has endeavoured to prove in his 
Hiftorical ColleCtion of Voyages to the South 
Pacific Ocean) they are the fame with thofe 
which Dampier has dignified, with the name of 
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New Britain, no {)ther~ have yet been, {ou~d 
that anfwer to their defcription. To Mr. Dal
rymple's data there can be only Onc objection, 
and thar is ~his: Quiros, in his memorial to the 
Court of Spain, reporting the voyage, of Men
dana, fays, that, I in profecuting his difcoveries, 
he fell in with four itlands [the Marque1fa$}, 
in'habited by fo good a people, that there is no 
account of any mher having ever been found 
equal to them; and that thefe iilands were 1000 
leagues from Lima, 650 from the neareft coaft, 
of New Spain, and JOOO JeagJJes from New 
Guinea. Here the diftance from Lima to New 
Guinea is precifely fixed by Quiros; but at the 
fame time it is to be noted, that the difl:ance 
from Lima to the Wes in queftion are as pre
cileiy fix,ed; and in rhe fame memorial they are 
faid to be between the 7th and 12th degrees of 
:(olUl! latitude, 1500 Jeagues from the city of 
Lima.l:J' Thus they are placed by Quiros, pre. 
cifeJy in the midway between the Marque1fas 
and New Guin(la; whereas the ifles called New 
Brirain are divided by Dampier from New 
Guineq to the eaftward only by a ftrait. 

But t·his by the bye.-We £hall now proceed 
to relate ~what other material difcoveries have 
been made by other nations in the foothern 
hemifphere; particularly by the Dutch :-Le 
Maire and Schouten left the Texe1 on June the 
14th, If> I 5; and palling Strait Le Maire J anu
ar.y25, 1616, on the loth of April the fam, 
)tear feU in with an iGand in latitude J 5 deg. 
'111. ~ 2 min~ 
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'12 min. S. 3100 miles from the coaft of Peru, 
to which they gave the name of DOG IsLAND. 

Putfuing their coaf\: to the HIes of Salomon, 
on the 16th they came to 'another il1and, in lat. 
14 deg. 46 min. S. to which they gave the name 
of WATERLAND. becaufe in this ifla{]d, thQ' un
inhabited, they found a fupply of frelh water, aRd 
fome herbs, of which they gathered fackfuls to 
make pottage to refrefh the men, who were now 
much afflicted with the fcurvy. 

On the 3d of May they faw many dolphins, 
the firft they had feen in the South.Seas. 

On the II th, after paffing feveral un~nhabited 
iflots, they difcoveted an iOand in lat. -16 deg. 
10 min. S. where they had an engagement with 
the natives, whom -they found to «,great ~hieyes; 
they were, however, very ltandfome; their limbs 
well-proportioned, of large ftature., quite naked, 
excellent fwimmers, and very active. This iOaad 
they called Cocos IOand, becaufe they were here 
plentifully fupplied with that fruit. A league 
from it lay another, which they named Traitors 
IOand, becaufe the inhabitants had formed a de
fign to cut them off. 

On the 18th, having fm'led -near 50(}0 miles 
fl'om ·the coaft of Peru, without ·difcoYeriFig the 
leait appearance of a fouthorn land, or falling 
in with the fo much celebrated Ifles'of Salomo~ 
and being in lat. 16 deg. 5 min. S. itwas there con~ 
fujctr,ed in full council what courfe to tteer next; 
when it was determined to return home by the well 
k.~Qwn track to the northward of New Guinea. 
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In purfuit of this refolution o they changed du:ir 
courfe to the N. N. W. and on the 22d, bei11g 
in lat '4 deg. 56 min s. they fell in w.ith an 
il1and which, by its beautiful appearance, pro
mifed fair to afford refrefhmelit. Sending the 
fballop to found, they found 50 fathom, fand and 
1hells, in a kind of bafon over·againft a fmall rfver 
iffuing from a valley edged with trees. This 
gave unfpeakable plea(ure tothe whole company. 

On the 23d they moored the iliip ; and, while 
o they were yet bufy. they were vifitcd by whole 
troops of the natives, who exprelled their admi
ration a thoufand dilfereot ways. At length, a 
venerable old man approached the fbip, and 
with great gravity made an oration, at the can
dufJOn of which, the people who furrounded 
him expreffed their approbation by general ac
clamations. A traffic for provifions now com
menced; and, after a pretty fharp :lkirmifh, in 
which half a dozen natives were killed by the 
ml1fquetry, the fame was continued till their 
departure with great civility and honefty. The 
Chiefs of the ifiand, after an exchange of hof
tages. came on board, and were magnificently 
entertained. They were given to underftand, 
that the fhips were in want of water, and they 
made their people affift in fupplying their wants. 
They'caufed hogs, dogs, fowls, and fruits, to be 
fent in plenty, which were exchanged for nails, 
beads, dolls, and looking-glaffes. As a preferit, 
when the Chiefs returned to /hore, they fent to 

th~ 



I N T ROD U C T ION. xxxix 
the Comhlander two hogs ready dreft ; they had 
takenol\t the entrails, arid pu t in the place of them 
burning frones, to roaft them in the infide, and 
fweet herbs to make them favoury. In thon, 
their manners, their defires, their behaviour, 
their cuftoms, their habitations, and their arts, 
fo exaCtly correfpond with what has lately been 
reported of the inhabitants of the [uppored new
ly difcovered it1ands in the South Seas, that there 
does not remain a doubt, but that this ifland 
which the Dutch named Hoorne Hland, toge
ther with the adjoining inand which they called 
the Hland of Good Hope, are two of thofe that 
lie between the loth and 17th degrees of foma 
latitude, of which our late voyagers have given 
fo flattering an account. One particular re
ported by the Dutch is ftrikingly charaCl:eriO:ic : 
The men, fay they, were valiant, and large in 
ftature, the talleil: among them Curpalling very 
much in hei~ht the talle:il: of ours; their wo
men 'tcere notbandfome, but fo totally deflitute of 
jbame, that wbat modefly require; to be donein prj'; 
vary, they performed with tbeir men in pub/ic, by 
way of entertainment, before their Kings. In the 
new map accompanying Hawkefworth's Voyages, 
King George's Wand is placed in the latitude of 
14 deg. 29 min. s. long. 148 deg. 50 min. W. 
In the: Dmch maps Hoorne Jfland is placed in lat_ 
14 deg. 56 min. S. long. 83 deg. 30 min. W. 
from Arica, on the coail: of Peru, which anfwers 
to long. 153 deg. 30 min. W. from London, be
ing only 2 dt~. 40 min. more to the weft, and 
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27 min. more to the fouth than King George's 
IOand ; a difference very inconfiderable indeed f 
allowing for the difference Of time from 1616 
to 1765, and for the improvement that has been 
made in the infiruments of navigation during 
that period, particularly in thofe for afcertain
ing longitude. 

On the lit: of June, as has been already 
obferved, they took their departure from 
Hoorne Wand. highly pleafed with their kind 
reception, and on the 25th came in fight of 
the coaft of New Guinea. 

We Ihould have mentioned, that Schouten 
was of opinion, that Hoorne Wand was one of 
the Salomon liles, mentioned by ~iros, none 
other they had met with having anfwered .fo 
well to the SpaniIh defcription of them. 

The next remarkable voyage, 'undertaken 
profeffedly with a view to di[covery in the 
fouthern hemifphere, is that of Abel J anfan 
Tafman, who, in 1642, failed from Batavia in 
the Eafr Indies, and touched at the Ifles of 
Mauritius, in latitude 20 deg. 20 min. South; 
long. 78 deg. 47 min. Eaft. On the 8th of 
OCtober, the fame year, he left the Mauritius, 
and, keeping a foutherly courfe, on the 24th of 
September fell in with the land, to which hI;! 
gave the name of Anthony Van Diemen's land, 
in 42 deg. 25 min. S.long. 163 deg. 50 min. E. 
Here they met with mur:h bad weather, which 
obliged them to fteer eafrward; and on the 1ft 
of December they anchored in lat. 43 deg. 
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10 min. S. long. 167 deg. 55 min. E. in a bay 
to which they gave the name of Frederic Hen
ry's bay. Their whole force confifted only of 
a fmall fhip about 300 tons, named the Hemf
kirk, and the Zee I-han pink for examining the 
coaft. Here they landed, but could difcover 
no human being, though they had reafon to 
believe the country was inhabited. They ga
thered plenty of good pot-herbs that grew 
wild, and law trees full two fa-thorn aad an half 
in the girt, and ti'om 60 to 75 feet high, in 
whi~h fteps had been cut for the purpofe of 
climbing them, five feet difl:an·[ from each o. 
ther; and from this circumftance they con
cluded that the inhabitants mufi be men of gi
gantic ftature. 

On the 5th of December, Tafman purfued 
his courfe in featch of the Salomon liles, and 
on the 13th had fight of a very high and 
mountainous country, now well known by th~ 
name of New Zealand. By its lotty appear
ance, he judged it to be the louthern continent, 
and coafted it along to the north eafiward, till 
on the 18th of December, he came to a fpa
cious bay, three or four miles in breadth, in 
lat. 40 deg. 49 min. S. long. 191 deg. 41 min. 
from whence he could difcern on the /hare men 
of a ftrong robufi make, partly clothed, and 
partly naked, to wpom he made fignals, inviting 
them on board, but none of them would ven
ture to approach within the reach of a pete
faro. It was therefore ref{Jlv~d to go to them; 
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but before that refolution could be carried into 
execution, the;: barbarians made an attack UPOJl 
the Zee Haan's boat, and murdered, moft of 
the crew, in the manner related in the courfe 
of the work. . 

Hot caring to facrifice any more of his peo
ple againft a barbarous race of manOayers, he 
weighe;:d an<;hor, and purfued his voyage along 
the coaft till he came to an iOand in latitude 
34 deg. 25 min. S. which he named THREE 
KING'S ISLAND, where fome of his people 
landed f and where they faw at a diftance about 
40 men of a:, uncommon ftature, who called to 
tht:m in a very gruff tone ()f voice, and ap
proacht:d tht:m haftily with prodigious fhides. 
The Dutchmen, being fc',v in .. mber thought 
fit to retreat. Their uufinefs being that of dif
cO\'ery, not of war, the Captain thought fit to 
quit that inhofpitable coait,. and direCt his 
courfe to the ifiands of Cocos or Hoorne, 
where he was fure of rcfrd',ing his men, and 
fupplying their wan,3 without danger of t.;·!od ... 
ilied, h3pPY that he could 11,)d. a paifage into 
an open fea. On· this coaft, h I,ever, he ob .. 
[erved many ["ir plantations, handiomelj' laid 
out, and to all appearance wdl cultiv,,~ ,J 

On tht: 19th of ]anu"ry, j 643, he di.: :>'ier
ed d.;c:e iOands, [0 which he gave names. 
The fouthernmoO: he called p} llhart's Wand, 
the mlddl,ll:oll AmO:erdam, all~ the r'lo{t 
northerly Middleburgh. This laO: j;'j in lat. 
~ ~ d~g~ 20 min~ S. long. 205 deg. 20. minl,ltes. 
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At thefe Hlands, which feemed remote from any 
other land, they mifficked for proviIions; and 
the Inhabitants, who were of a tawney com
plexion, and fomewhat above the common fize, 
behaved very civilly, and 111ewed no ftgns of a 
hoftile difpofition. Among the natives of thefe 
iilands came a lufty man with a St. Thomas's 
arm, and a woman with a natural beard. A 
venerable old man came alfo among the refr, 
and made an oration; after which a cro.ud of 
men and women, young and old, came on 
board with all k:nds of provifions. It is re
markable, that, among all the iflands in the 
South Seas, the only tame four-footed animals 
are' hogs and dogs, and of thefe the in habitants 
here had plenty. They found another iiland at 
no great diftance, equally abounding in the 
ufuai productions, befides being plentifully 
fupplied with water. It appears ftrange to us, 
that the people in thofe hot climates can fub-
6ft without frelh water; yet nature feerns in 
part to have fupplied that defeCt by furnilliing 
a fruit that both allays thirft and a{fuages 
hunger, and that too without either art or la
bour. By vege~ables fuited to their fubfif
tenee, it Ihould feem that the animals, indigenous 
to the climate, are nourilhed and made fat. 
Indeed, where fprings, brooks, and lakes are 
wanting, the forefts have few, if any, inhabi
tants; but if we may credit the relations of 
voyagers, the people have hogs and ,!.:';~s, 
where they have. neither river, well, or lake; 
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for though in Amfierdam Illand, the firangtra_ 
might have purchafed 100 hogs a day for a few 
baubles, yet a can of frelh water was not to be 
procured at any rate. wIn an ,iOand, .called. by 
the natives Annamokka, but by the Dutch 
Rotterdam, water was found in plenty, yet it 
was no better inll1bired than the iOands before 
mentioned, which feemed to be wholly without. 
Rotterdam Hland is placed in lat. 20 deg.15 min. 
S. long. 206 deg. 19 min. To this Wand they 
repaired to take in water, and there they com
pleated their fiock of frdh proviiions, findiag 
the people courteous and civil, though fome
what inclined to be thievilh, Being now fully 
refrelhed and provided, without making any 
further difcoveries worth relating. they re
turned to Java, by the way of New Guinea. 

Jacob Roggewein was the next Dutchman 
who failed profe£fedly on the bufinefs of difco
very. He was furnilhed by their Eafi.India 
Company with three Ihips, namely, the Eagle, 
the Tienhoven, and the African Galley: with 
thefe he fet fail from Amfierdam, July the 16th, 
1721, and towards the latter end of November 
came in fight of the coaft of Brazil. After a 
few days ftay in the neighbourhood of Rio de 
Janeiro, he weighed, and went in queft of 
Hawkins's Maiden Land, which is faid to lie in 
30 d::g. S. but not being able to find it, he 
purfued his courle towards' the ftraits, till on 
the 21ft of December, in lat. 40 deg. S. the 
{hips met with a violent fiorm, in which the 

J'ienhoven 
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Tienhoven loft company. About the begin... 
wttg of January, Roggewein difcovered a large 
itland 200 leagues in circuit, in lat. 52 deg. s. 
long •. 95. deg. W. about 80 leagues from the 
(;oaft of America. He named this ifiand BEl.
GIA AUSTRALIS, and it is the fame now knowll 
by the name of Falkland's Hland. Leaving 
this ifiand to wind ward, he palfed the ftrait of 
Le Maire, and on the 24th of February came 
in fight of Juan Fernandez, where he fortu
nately found the Tienhoven, that illand having 
been the place appointed to rendezvous in cafe 
of ft:paration. 

There the fuips continued three weeks, and 
failed from them:e about the middle of March, 
fleering W. N. W. in {earch of Davis's Land. 
which, however, they could not find. Neither 
has that or Hawkins's Maiden Land ever been 
feell by any ather navigator except the firO: difca
verers. Being in lat. 28 deg. S.long. 268deg. 
they fa;w many birds and other tokens of high 
land, but to the afionithment of the Admiral 
came in fight of none till they had faikld 12 

leagues farther weft. They then difcovered an 
iOand, which they called EASTER.IsLAND, be
caufe they came in fight of it on Eafter-day. 
They fonnd this illand well inhabited. The 
lifH Illan that came on board was painted with 
various kinds of figures, was of a brown com
plexion, with large ears, fo long that they 
hung down to his ilioulders. He was tell. ro· 
buft, aCtive, of an agreeable cOWltenance, ;HId 

lively 



21vi I N T R 0 DU C T' ION .. 
lively dipofition. They offered him winc.-; 
but he threw it in his eyes. They gave him 
meat, cloathed him, and fent him on 1hore~ 
but after" nards killed him in a fkirmifh with his 
countrymen. On this illand they 9bfervcd 
many idols, and faw one man quite white, 
whom they took to be a priefi. He had pen .. 
dents in his ears a pound weight each. On 
landing 150 in number, the natives crouded 
fo clofe upon them, that they were forced to 
fire upon them to keep them off. By this dif
charge feveral were killed, and many wounded. 
Thefe poor people, feeing their friends bleed, 
and fall dead, filled the air with doleful cries 
and lamentations; and brought offerings of 
fruits, roots, and fowls, to appeafe the wrath 
of the invaders. To implore the bodies of 
their murdered friends, they caft themfelves on 
the earth, and made other figns of fupplication. 
They were indulged in their timidity, and it 
was held a crime to approach a Dutchman 
without reverence; when they brought them 
prefents, they laid them at their feet. 

This country was full of incJofures, and feem
cd neatly cultivated. The people had coverings 
of a manufacture that felt foft like filk. The 
women in general were painted with a rouge 
far furpaffing in brightnefs any thing of that 
colour known in Europe; they were very 
obliging, and enticed the ftrangers to every 
kind of familiarity both by their looks and 
geftures. Their idols were chiefly of frone. 

well-: 
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'Well· proportioned, and wrought with exquifite 
workman!hip. While they lay at anchor at 
thi$ deli~htfu~ ifiand, a ftorm arofe, which pre
vented the Admiral's deGgn of extending his re
fearches to the remoter parts of it, as it appear
ed divedified with woods, forerts, lawns, gar
dens, and cultivateEi fields; and in every re
fpea: well fupplied with neceffaries for the re
frelhment of fhips bound to the fOllthern lands. 
but the fury of the ftorm increafed fo falt, that 
thofe on !hore were glad to recover their Ihips. 
They ~ere fcarce embarked when the billows 
rofeto fuch a height, as to make it dangerous to 
hazard their fecurity to the anchors with which 
they were moored; they, therefore, inftantly 
weighed and put to fea, and, as the wind blew 
fair, they proceeded at a great rate towards the 
bad fea of Schouten, to which they were bound. 
After a run of 800 leagues from Eafter·Ijland. 
they got fight of an Wand in latitude 15 deg. 
45 min. S. which they took to be Dog-ljland. 
difcovered by Schouten, and therefore did not 
fray to examine it. 

The trade-wind began now to fhift, and to veer 
about to the fouth.weft, by which the fhips in 
the night were driven among a dufter of ifiands, 
llnd the African galley being a·head was jammed 
betwe<;:n the rocks, of which a more particular 
ilccount will be found in the courfe of the Work. 

Thefe iOands were fituated between the 15th 
!l!1d .1 6th degrees of fouth latitude; and Rog-

. . sewe~n's 
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gewein's Pernicious JjJa71d is no doubt th'e fame 
with that where Commodore Byron found the 
carved head of a rudder that had belonged to a 
Dutch long-boat, and where he aJfo found' a 
piece of hammered iron, a piece of bl'afs, and 
fame fmall iron too)s, which the anceftors Clf. 

the prefent race of inhabitants had obtained 
from this !hip after her !hipwreck. 

Here the crews of the remaining {hips grew 
troublefome and unruly. They had already 
been out ten months, and had experienced no
thing but hardlhips, without the leaft profpeCl: 
of advantage, either to themfeIves or country. 
A council was therefore called, and it was de
termined to return home by way of the Eaft. 
Indies. On quitting Pernicious It1and chey felt 
in with a fmall iOand, which they called Aurora, 
becaufe it was difcovered at break of day; and 
foon after with another fmall ifland, which they 
called Vefper, becaufe they came in light of it 
in the evening. About twenty- five le;tg1les to 
the weftward of Pernicious IOand, they found 
themfelves entangled among a c1ufter of iilands, 
which they called the Labyrinth, becaule it was 
fome time before they could difengage the {hips 
from the rocks and !hoals with which they were 
furrounded. Having providentially efcaped this 
imminent danger, they continued their courfe 
to the we1t:ward; and, after fome days fail, fell 
in with an iOand, which by its beaociful'appe:n". 
ance promifed fome refrefhment. They fuw 
maay natives with lances and long pikes par-

fin's 
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fing and Tepaffing along the fuore, anq they fen~ 
two boats well manned to fpeakwlth t:1em, and 
to encollrage them to trade. The;r endeavou'rs, 
however, were iaeu'.crual, till, by killing fome, 
and di{perfin~ the refl-, they made g.ood their 
landing. V/hen they had gained the fucre, the 
favages feemed more traCtable; th,ey even amit
ed theln in gathering herbs; and bringing t'hem 
water; the women, in p'arti(ular, appeared ena. 
rnoured with'them, al1d by many 'alluring ways 
endeavoured to gain their confic!ence; blit they 
were to the laft dec~ree d,eceicfu1. Being Q~-' 
coyed into an ambu[cade, the [;lVages furround-, 
cd them on all fiues, and, notwithftanding a 
brifk nre was kept up, which killed many, and, 
wounded more, not a Dutchman t:lat fell into 
the fnare efcaped unwounded. p, f[~r this mis
fortune it was with re~uCt:ance t:1:!t anyone 
ventured afhore to lOQk for refre!hments. This 
iOand they called Recreation, 0] aq::o.unt of its 
falutary herbs, and it Is placed in lato 10 deg. S. 
and in Jong. 285 deg. The natives were of the 
middle fize, but {hong and well made, lively, 
and of a bold undaunted fpirie. Their bodies 
were paini:ed, and covered with a, kind of net, 
which tliey wrapt a.bout thetn decently enough .. 
The worrien were covered from head to foot 
with a very pretty huff tHat felt foft like [ilk; 
their compleJl!ibn was dark. i.vith !hining black 
hair, very white tee·th, and btilli'ant eyes; and to 
failors who had long beena~ fea they were rICi: 
a litde inviting. Th~ third d::iy after they left 
this iOand, they fell in with feveral Wands at 

h once, 
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once, to which they gave the name of Bauman's Hlands, where the inhabitants were altogether as courteous and civil as thofe they had left had been treacherous and cruel. They came and trafficked with great good-nature and hondl:y, and were to appearance as fair and beautiful as thofe in the mofr celebrated partS. of Europe. They now thought themfelves near the ifiands, which Dampier has named New Britain; but it was many days fail before they came in fight of- them, in which interval the fcurvy made dreadful havock. Th,e failors were very delirous of fraying in thefe ifiands to refrelb, and to recover their frrength; but the Commander, who had other views, purfued his courfe to the Eaft Indies with all imaginable difpatch. 

Thus, all this grand expedition, by which the expectations of the Commander in Chief and his employers had been raifed to a very high pitch, came to nothing. The men were diffatisfied with their officers for going fo far, and the officers with their Commander for not going farther. The exifrence of a fouthern continent ftill remained as doubtful as ever; and fo it continues at this period, June 22, 1774. 
Since the above was written, the Adventure, who accompanied Capt. Cook in the Refolution on a new voyage, is arrived, and reports~ that they had failed between the 55th and 67th degrees of fouth latitude, but had found no land; fo that if any land lies farther to the: 

fOQthward, it muLl: be uninhabitable. 

~~ 
~~ 
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SIR FRANCIS PRAKE'g 

v 0 YAGE s , 
PARTICULARLY THAT 

R 0 U N D THE W 0 R L D; 

In '1577, 1578, 1579, and 1580. 

BE FOR E we procee.d to the relation of the 
particular Voyages that charaCterize the 

navigators who fira furrounded the globe, and 
who immortalized their names by their !kill 
a.nd their courage, it may be expeCted, that we 
fhould give fome account of their families and 
firf!: ferring out, the~ diftinguifhing marks of 
genius that led them to prefer the fatigues ,and 
dangers of a: fea~faring life to learned eafe, or 
the calm purfuit of letS hazardous employments; 
and that we lhould trace the fieps by which, 
they. rofe to eminence by their bravery and 
their conduCt. 

The bare narration of the incidentS recorded 
in a lingle voyage, however memorable, would 
convey but a very imperfect knowledge of the 
general charaCt:::r of thofe renowned heroes, 
who carried the glory of their cQuntry to the 
femoteft regions of the earth. We /ball, 
therefore, endeavour to follow them as they 
advance to fame, and accompany them from 
their highefi elevation to that period when all 
diainB:ions are levelled. 

VOL. I. B The 
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The celebrated mariner, of whom we are noW" 
to give an account, was fon to Edmund Drake,. 
a gentleman of Taviftoke, in Devonlhire, who" 
being inclined to the doB:rine of the Protei: 
tants, at that time much oppofed by Q. Mary.
was obliged to quit his place of refidence, and 
retire to Medway, in Kent; where, after that 
~een's death, he was firft appointed Chaplain 
in the royal navy, and afterwards Vicar Gf 
Upnor. In thefe employments, his income 
being fmaIl, and his family large, he owed 
the education of !everal of his children to the 
kindnefs of his relations, and that, in particu
lar of Francis, the e1deft at twelve, to Sir 
John Hawkins; under whom, as it appears, he 
very early diftinguifhed ;limfelf, and laid the 
foundation both of his fame and his fortune. 

The learneJ Camden, indeed, informs us, 
that he was put apprentice to the mafter of a 
fmall trading veffel, in whofe fervice he behaved 
fo well, that his mail:er, dying a batchelor, left 
him his veffel as a reward for his diligence: 
but Stowe, who feems better informed, repre
fents him in a fuperior light; tells us, that 
Francis Rllffel, afterwards Duke of Bedford, wa~. 
his godfather; and that Sir John Hawkins 
was his near relation. What Camden relates of 
Francis may, however, be true of his brother; 
for there were no 1-:[5 than four who were bred
to the fea. 

Be this as it may, the fid'!: enterprize of 
confe-
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confequence, in which we find him engaged, 
was ill a voyage to the Well: Indies, as Captain 
of the Judith, under his relation already men
tioned. Thofe ifiands, having but lately been 
difcovered, and very little frequented by the 
Englifh, were thought fo much to abound in 
wealth, that no voyager thither could fail of 
being recompenfed with great advantages. No
thing was talked of among the mercantile or 
adventurous part of mankind but the beauty 
and riches of the new world. Frelh difcoveries 
were frequently made; new countries and nati
ons, never heard of before, were daily defcribed ; 
and it may eafily be concluded, that the relators 
did not lelfen the merit of their difcoveries, 
by fuppreffing or diminilhing any circumll:anc~ 
that might produce wonder, or excite curiofity. 

This was the age of enterprize and difcovery ; 
and her Majefty encouraged the ardour of her 
fubjects, by furnilhing lhips and commiffions to 
fuch·officers of diftinction in her royal navy as 
were willing to engage in hazardous purfuits. 

The projects, however, that were formed, 
were not always fuccefsfully carried into execu
tion; they were frequently defeated by the ig
norance of the adventurers, but more often by 
the malice of the Spaniards, who, from the firll: 
difcovery of America, confi.dered every other 
nation that attempted to follow them, as in
vaders of their rights, and incroachers upon 
their territories. At that time, however, as now, 
it was no uncommon thing for thofe who went 

B :1. lD 
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in fearch of new difcoveries,'to carryon a kind of 
contraband trade with the new fettlers; which,' 
tho' prohibited by the Crown bf Spain, was yet 
countenanced by the Viceroys and Governors: 
but even thefe would fometimes take advantage 
of the power lodged in their hands, and make 
prize of the profits which they themfelves had 
been the means of enhancing, under pretence that 
thofe profits had been obtained by an illicit trade. 

Among thofe who flllfered moft by the injuf
tice of the Viceroys, was Sir John Hawkins ~ 
who, having {huck om a r;ew trade, highly ad
vantageous to the parties concerned, thougq 
difgraceful to humanity, fupplied the Mex ican 
Spaniards with (laves from Africa, and received 
from them, in return, large remittances in gold 
and filver. This was connived ar,thocgh we 
do not find that it was abfvlutely toler.~ed, by 
the Spanil:, court. . ... :,~ 

It was, !-towever, after one of thofe fuccef<ful 
voyages, in which we fi~ld two cf the ~Ieen's 
fuips engaged (namely, the jelus, commandeq 
by Hawkin~, ;'; Adminl; and the Jo,'linlOn, of 
which Czptain John Hampton was Commander; 
with four other armed tr:lding fhips, among 
which was .the J lldith, Captain Drake), tha~~ 
being driven by ftrefs of weather into the port of 
St. John d'Ulloa, in the bay of Mexico, they were 
there waiting for a fllpply of proviuons, when 
the Spanifh fleet from Europe arrived, confifting 
of 12 fail, richly laden with European merchan
dize, and on board of which was a new' Viceroy. 

Ail 
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As the port was then abfolutely in the power 
of the Englifh, it was debated, among the prin
cipal officers, whether the Spanilh fleet fnouid 
be fuff"ered to enter; as Admiral Hawkins fur. 
pected, that, if they were admitted, they would 
.contrive fome means of diftreffing him; and 
yet if ~hey were not, they muft perifh at fea ; 
an event that would certainly bring on a war, 
which he, as a private trader, could by no means 

juftify. 
UpoiR mature deliberation, it was, therefore, 

judged fafeft to propote an agreement with the 
Viceroy, to which he confented, and by which 
it was ftipulated, that the EngLlh fhoulcl hold 
one lide of the harbour, and the Spaniards the 
other; and that hoftages lhould be given on 
both fides, that no injury lhould be done to 
either. But it was foon di[covered, that, though 
on the part of the Englilh, fix gentlemen were 
fent, yet, on that of the Spaniards, the hoftages 
were only common men, finely drefied. This 
gave cau[e of di(huft ; yet the Englilh, naturally 
poneft, were not fllfflciencly on their guard. 

The Spaniards for [ome weeks behaved with 
feemir.g cordiality; mutual civilities paffed bl:
tween the officers of both nati<,ms; a~d the 
Englilh, having [upplied their wants, were pre
paring to depart, w hen, all of a fudden, at a fig
nal given, the Spaniards alfaulted their Ihips as 
the officers were at dinner, boarded the Minion 
by a concealed ambllfcade, which, however, was 
repllifed with 10[s, and then a general malfacre 

~nfued. 
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enfued. The Englilh who were on fhore were all 
put to death; three of the four trading fhips were 
prefently funk; and the Minion and Jefus were 
fa embarraffed by their moorings, that it was al
moft a whole hour before they could be placed in 
a pofture of defence; whicb, bowever, was at laft 
effected. They then returned the attack with fo 
much f\.lry, that tbe Spanifh Vice-Admiral WaS 

foon blown liP, alld in her peri!hed 300 men; and 
not long after tbe Spani1h Admiral himfelf was 
funk. The Spaniards, in revenge, fet two of 
their 1hips on fire to burn the Minion and Je
fus, the £lrft of which fet fail and efcaped; but 
the Jefus, after ihifting the Aumiral with his 
crew on board tbe Judith, fell a viCtim with the 
reft to Spani!h treachery. 

In the night,the Judith having made her ef~ape, 
endeavoured, butin vain, tojoin the Minion; and 
being only a bark of 50 tons, alone, on a hoftile 
coaft, crouded with men, and having barely pro
vifions on boarc\ for her own flender company, a 
mutiny arofe among the mariners, and by far the 
greateft number infifted on being put on 1hore, 
chufing rather to take their chance among the 
favages than to remain on board to frarve at 
fea, or again to fall into the power of the n1(!t:'-, 

cilefs Spaniards. 
Accordingly, Capt. Hawkins gave every man 

his choice, either to la!ld on tbe cominent, or fail 
with him, and !hare his fate. About 100 of the 
ftouteft feamen chofe the former; of whom 
~ve only lived to return to England. The~ 

gave 
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gave an account, that, on their landing, the na
tives, mifraking them for Spaniards, fell upon 
them fuddenly, and killed eight of their num
ber ; that, after they were known to be enemies 
to the Spaniards, they were ufed with kindnefs; 
that, however, being tired of living among fa
vages, they agreed to part, and tofeek the means 
of returning home. Some directed their courfe 
to the northward, and thefe watching the oppor
tunity, feized a fmall velfel, and, crolling the 
Gulph, traverfed an immenfe traa of land; till 
they arrived at a French fettlement on the nor
thern continent. Others travelled wefrward ; 
and of thefe, which were by far the greatefi: 
part, fixty-five fell into the hands of the Spa
niards, and fuffered various torments from the 
Inquifition, three were burnt alive, and two on
ly furvived to reach their own country. Of thofe 
who followed the northern courfe, five found 
means, after enduring incredible hardOlips, to 

get to Nova Scotia, of whom three were brought 
fafe to England in French merchants fhips. 

It was in the above engagement that Captain 
Drake firfi: difringuifhed himfelf; and to his 
judicious condua, that thofe who efcaped from 
the J efus owed their prefervation. The Judith 
had the good fortune to arrive fafe in England, 
Naving purchafed. fome provilions on the to and 
of Cuba; but what became of the Minion we 
have not been able to learn. 

In this expedition Sir John Hawkins lofr an 
immenfe fum. It was in vain to make complaint 

to 
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to his fovereign of the infraCtion of the peace~ 
The Spanilh minifter vindicated the injuftice of 
the Vicerov; and the Queen, tho' !he fecretly re .. 
fented the "lofs of her !hips. could not openly' 
abett the illicit trade carried on by her fervants'. 

Drake. who !hared in the misfortune of his 
relation, poffelfed both his fpirit and his induftry. 
He did not fit down to lament the lois he had fuf
tained; bur, having acquired fome degree of ere· 
d it by his gallant behaviour, and fame knowledge 
()f the weaknefs and wealth of his plunderers, he 
determined to profit by his lo{fes, and to make' 
reprifals wheneverafair opponunity !hould offer. 

It was no difficult matter to engage new adven
turers in new projects in thofe early days of Mex
ican commerce, and Drake was not long before 
he rai[ed a fund to begin trade Dna new fcoting. 
In 1570, he made his firft expedition, ch iefly on' 
his own account, with two fhips, the Dragon and 
the Swan; and the next year in the Swan alone;' 
in both which voyages heenlarged his experience. 
but it does not appear that he repaired his 10[5. 

In 1572 he found means, however, to fit out 
a much greater force, in order to carry into ex
ecution an enterprife which he had meditated, 
not only to reinftate his fonune, but to revenge 
the treachery of his enemies. 

About this time war was agifating between 
England and Spain, to which it muft be con
ferred the illicit trade carried on to the Spanifh 
fettlemt'nts not a little contributed. He, there
fore, fet fail from Plymouth in the Pafcha, a 

letter 
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letter of marque {hip, of 70 tons, accompanied 
by the Swan, of 50 tons, the command of 
which he entrufted to his brother John; in both 
which {hips he had embarked 73 choice men, 
with a year's provifions, and fuch warlike ftores 
and ammunition as he judged neceffary for the 
enterprize_he had in view. He had, likewife, 
the precaution to take with him the frames of 
two or three fmall pipnaces, that, if any accident 
fuould befal either of his larger fhips, he might 
have it in his power to preferve the crew with
out being driven to the neccffity of leaving any 
of them behind; a precaution which experience 
had tJU:;;;lt him in the unfortunate expedition 
of his kinfinan Sir John. But this was not the 
only ufe for which he forefaw thefe fmall veffels 
would be wanted, as will appear in the fequel. 

With this warlike force, inconfiderable as it 
may now appear, he cl~ared the land of Eng
land on the J 2th'of May, 1572; and, the wea
ther continuing fair, and the wind favourable, 
on t~e 29th of June he p~lTed betwee:n Domi
nica and Guadalollpe, a1ld on the 6th of July 
came in fight of the high land of Santa Martha; 
then continuing his courfe to the fouthward, 
on the J 5th of the fame month both thips ar
rived at Port Pheafant, which lay at a conve
nient diftance from Nombre de Dios, the place 
of thelr deflination. 

Here he propofed to build his pinnaces, and 
was going a,ihore with a few men unarmed; 

YOLo 1. C when, 
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when, difcovering a fmoke at a dlftance, he 
made the Lignal for another boat to follow hinT 
with an armed force. Being joined by this re· 
inforcement, he marched towards the fire, where 
he found a plate of lead nailed to a tree, with 
an inlcription engraven upon it by one Garret,
an Englilhman, who had left that place a day 
or two before, and had taken that method of 
informing him that the Spaniards had been ad
vertized of his intended vifit, and of his rendez
vous at that port; and that, therefore, it would 
be prudentfor him to make but a '1ery iliort ftay. 

Drake, furprized, no doubt, at the news, but 
at the fame time knowing how convenient this 
place was for his deLigns, and conLidering that 
the hazard, and wafte of time, which could not 
be avoided in feeking another ftation, was equi
valent to any other danger which was to be" 
apprehended from the Spaniards, determined to 
follow his firft refolution ; only, for his greater 
fecurity, he ordered a kind of fort to be made, 
by felling a number of large trees, and laying 
the trunks and branches one acrofs another, on
an elevated fpot that commanded the river, 
which, in cafe of an attack, might enable him 
to repel any ordinary force which the Spaniards 
were likely to order out againft him. This done, 
he fet the carpenters to work ; and while they 
were employed in putting the frames of the 
pinnaces together, one Captain Raufe happened 
to touch at the fame port, with a bark of 50 
men. To Rauie Drake imparted his defign, and 

follicited 
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follicited his concurrence, to which he confent
ed; and, when the pinnaces were ready, both fet 
fail together, ihaping ,their cOlirfe to Nombre de 
Dios. They touch'd at the Hland of Pines, where 
they were informed, by the negroes {hey found 
there, that the inhabitants of that place were in 
daily expeCtation offome foldiers, which the Go
vernor of Panama had promiied to fend, to de
fend them from the, Symerons, or fugitive ne
groes, who, havi.ng efcaped from the tyranny of 
their maller.s, bad C:::tded themfelves under two 
kings, or leaders, on each fide the neck of land 
which parted Nombre de Dios ffOm Pailama; 
.and not only alferted their natural right to liberty 
.and independance, but endeavoured to revenge 
the cruelties they had fuffered, and had lately 
put the inhabitants of Nombre de Dios into the 
.utmoft confternation. Thefe negroes the Captain 
fet on fhore on the main land, to that they might, 
by joining the Symerons, recover their liberty; 
or, if they preferred {lavery to independance, 
they might not have it in their power to apprize 
the people of Nombre de Dios of his intention 
~o invade them, as by their di!tance, and their 
:want of every means of communication, it. mull 
be Jong before they could convey them intelli
genr:e. Then, feleCting 53 men from his own 
company, ~nd 20 from the crew of his new afro
ciate Captain Raufe, he embarked with them in 
his new pinnaq:s, and fet fail for Nom bre de Dios. 

On July the 28th, at night, he approached 
Jhe town undifcovered. and dropt his anchors 

C 2 ~nder 
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under the fuore, intending, after his men were 
refrefued, to begin the attack; but, finding 
that they w;':l"e terrifying each other with formi
dable accounts of the firength of the place, 
and the multitude of the inhabitants, he deter
mined to hinder the panic from fpre;iding, by 
leading them immed'ately to aCtion; and, there
fore, orderill'!; them to their oars, he landed 
withom any ~ppo{ition, there being only one 
gunner upon the key, though it was fortified 
by fix brafs cannon of the largefr fize.But the 
gunner, while they were employed in throwing 
the cannon from' their c.1rrja~e', alarmed the 
town, as they foon diko\'cred by the bells, the 
drums, and the noife vf the people. 

Drake, leaving twcL'e men t'J guard the pin
naces, marclJd into the town with htle Jr no 
oPPOfi,j')Il. The ['Jrces rhal t:-:e ah;'m had 
haltily draV'.n together were foon di1perfed, ex
cept a ft:'.v whom he detained as prifoners, in 
order [0 fhew him the GJ','nPJ,''' houff', and 
alfo the f((jre-houfe, where tij~ mules that bring _ 
the 1I1ver from .r.1n~ma I',ere .... ,~,;.1\;y unloaded. 

l3eing now in full p'_,;ldron of the: town, he 
po!l:ed i:,t main of his ii"lall body, under the 
command of his brother, 'i:; the mark~t-place ; 
and then followed the guides, with the reft, to 
the frore-hollle; w;;.:'-e, forcing the door, and 
cr,c, ring the room where the filver was d:::,uiirtd, 
they found it heaped up in bars, in fuch quan": 
tities, as almo!l: c:xceed belief, the: pile being, 
~s they conjectured, feventy feet in lengrh, ten 

iq 



SIR FRANCIS DRAKE's VOYAGES. 13 

in breadth, and twelve in height, each bar 
weighing between thirty 4nd forty-five pounds. 
It is eafy to imagine, that, at the fight of this 
treafure, nothing was thought of, by the Eng. 
li!h failors, but by what means it might beft 
be conveyed to their boats; and, doubtlefs, it 
was not eafy for Drake (who, confidering their 
diftance from-the ihore, and the number of their 
enemies, was afraid of being intercepted in their 
retreat) to hinder his men from encumbering 
themfelves with fo much ftlver as might have 
retarded their march, and obftruCl:ed the l1fe of 
their weapons: however, by promifing to lead 
them to the King's treafury, where there. were 
gold and jewels to a far greater value, and where 
the plunder was nor only more portable, but 
nearer the !hote, he perfuaded them to follow 
him (nor, however, without every man his bar), 
and rejoin the main body in the market place. 
Here he found his little troop much difcouraged 
by the apprehenfion, that if they ftayed any 
longer, the enemy might gain polfeilion of their 
pinnaces, and that they !hould then, without 
any means of retreat, be left to ftand alone 
againit the whole force of that country. Drake, 
not indeed eafily terri6ed, but fufficiently cau
tious, fent to the harbour to examine the ground 
of their fears, and to learn if the fame panic 
had taken p6lfeffion of the men whom he had 
left to guard his boats; but, finding no foun
dation for thde dreadful apprehenfions, he per
pfted in his fidt defign, and led the troop for-

. ward 
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,ward to the royal treafury. In their way there 
fell a violent fhower of rain, which wet fame 
of their bow-1hings, and extinguifhed many of 
their matches (fpring-Iocks for mufkets not be
ing then invented); a misfortune which might 
foon have beell repaired, and which, perhaps, 
the enemy might fuffer in common with them; 
but which, however, on this occafion, very 
much embarrafled them, as the delay produced 
by it repreifed that ardour which, fometimes, is 
.only to be kept up by continued aCtion. 

It was in vain for Drake to expoftulate, or to 
reprefent the difgrace of returning in rags, after 
having the chief treafure of the world within 
their power; he therefore reproached their cow
ardice, fet before their eyes the imminent dan
ger to which they would inevitably be expofed. 
if they failed to behave like men anxious for 
glory, and zealous for the honour of their 
country. Animated by thefe incentives, they 
refumed their former fpirit, and, pufuing brifkly 
forward, the whole company followed till they 
arnved at the treafury, which they inftantly 
forced. Having thus far fucceeded, Drake 
committed the care of the riches to his brother, 
and Oxenham, of Plymouth *, (a man known 
, afterwards 

.. This man made himfelf remarkable by one of the 
boldeft underta\<ings that ever was de vi fed. As fJon as he 
arrived in England, with the prize-money acquired in this 
expedition. he pur'chafed a bark of 14" tons, and manned 
it with 70 brave feamen ; with thefe he failed to the lllhmus 
of Darien, and, laying hi, bark up in a creek. marched 

, crof. 
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afterwards for his bold adventures in the fame 
parts) while he, with the main body, fhould 
ag~j.n_ retutn and reconnoitre the market-place, 
and difperfe any parties of the Spaniards that 
might be forming into a body to oppofe their 
progrefs. With this view, as he was advancing, 
l1is ftrength fuddenly failed him, and he fell 
down fpeechlefs. 

Then it was that his companions perceived a 
wound in his leg, that he received in entering the 
town, but had hitherto concealed, left his men, 
eafily difcouraged, fhould make their concern 
for his life a pretence for returning to their 
boats. Such, however, had been his lofs of 
blood, as was difcovered upon nearer obferva
tion, that it had filled the prints of his foot
fieps; and it appeared fcarce credible, th2t, 
after fuch an eifufion, life £hould remain. The 
braveft were now willing to retire; neither de
Gre of honour, or of riches, was thought to 
prevail in any man over the regard for his life, 

crofs the neek of land which feparates the North Sea from 
the great Pacific Ocean, where he arrived, with his com
panions, without being difcovered; and, having there feized 
a /hip for their purpofe, they ranged the eoaft, and made 
themfelves mafters of an immenfe treafure; but, falling out 
among themfelves, they feparated; and, thus weakened. 
they became an eafy prey to the Spaniards, who recovered 
their treafure; and Oxenham being taken, with thofe that 
continued with him, and having no eommiffion to produce, 
both he and his companions were executed as pirates. 
When they parted, they had in their po/feffion two /hips 
laden with gold, to the amount of half a million !terling. 

that 
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that of Drake being already given over'forloft~ 

B.ut Drake, whom cordials had reLlored to his 
fenfes, was tl1e only man who could not be 
p'revailed on to leave the ent~rprize unfinilhed. 
It was to no purpore that they advifed him 
to go on board to have his wound dreifc:d. 
He well knew how impracticable it was td, 

regilin the opportunity when it wils once loft, 
and could ealily forefee, that a refpite of. but 
a few hours would enable the Spaniards to 
recover from their confternation, to auemble. 
their forces, refit their .Jbatteries, and remove 
their treafure. What he had undergone fo' 
much danger to obtain, was now in his hands, 
and the thoughts of leaving'it untouched was 
tOO mortifying to be patiently borne; however, 
as there was little time fOl' confultation, and 
the fame danger attended their fray in that 
perplexity and confulion, as their return, they' 
qound up his wound with his fcarf, and, partly 
by force, partly by intreaty, they carriecl him 
back to the boats, in which, with what treafure 
they were able to bring off, they all embarked 
by break of day. Then taking with them, 
out of the harbour, a floop laden with wines, 
they went to the Baftimento's, an iOand about a 
league from the town, rwhere they fraidtwo 
days, to recover the wounded men who had 
been hurt in the firft rencounter, and to regale 
themfeves with the wines they had taken, and 
with the fruits that grew in great plenty in the 
gardens of that iOand. 

During 
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. During their fray here, there came over to 

that iIland a Spani!h gentleman, fent by the 
Governor with inftrut1:ions to inquire, whether 
the Captain was that Drake who had before 
been on their coaft; whether the arrows with 
which many of their men were .. vounded were 
riot poifoned; and whether they wanted provi
fions or other necert'aries? The meffenger, like~ 
wife, extolled their courage with the highefr 
encomiums, and expreffed his admiration of 
the:r daring undertaking. Drake, though he 
knew the civilities of an enemy are always to 
be fufpeaed, and that the meirenger, amidft all 
his profeffiofls of regard, was no other than a 
fpy, yet knowing that he had nothing to appre
hend, treated him with the hjgh~fr honours that 
his condition admitted of. In anfwer to his in
quirie5, he alfured him, that he was the fame 
Drake with whofe character they were before 
acquainted; that he was a rigid obferver of the 
laws of war, and that he Ilever permitted the 
arrows difcharged by his fonowers to be poi .. 
foned. He difmiffed him with confiderabie pre
fents; and told him, that, though he had in 
part failed in this attempt, he would never de
fift from his defign of revenging the treachery 
of the Viceroy of Mexico, till he had !hared 
with Spain (ht treafures of America. 

He then refolved to return to the Ine of 
Pines, where they had left their !hips, and to 
confult about the meafures they were now to 
take; and, having arrived on the I ft of Augufl: 

VOL .. I. D at 
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at their former {brion, they difmiffed Captailt 
Ra\1Ie, who, judging it unfafe to {tay any longer
on the coaft, defired to be no farther engage~ 
in their defians. But Drake, not to be diverted 
from his p~rpofe, after being cured of his 
wound, inquired of a negroe, whom he took 
on board at Nombre de Dios, the motl wealthy: 
fettlements, and weakeft parts of the' coaft. 
This man recommended Carthagena as the moft 
wealthy, and, being the moft powerful, the 
1eaft upon its guard. The Admiral feemed to-
approve the man's notion, and, fetting fail 
without lofs of time, came to anchor, Aug. 13. 
between Charecha (Lince called Boca Chic a) and 
St. Barnard's. two Wands at a little diftance 
from the harbour of Carthagena. Then pamng 
with his boats round the inand, he entered the 
harbour, and in the mouth of it found a frigate 
with only an old man in it, who voluntarily 
informed him, that, about an hour befor~ a 
pinnace had paiTed by, with fails and oars, and 
a1\ the appearance of expedition and import
ance; that, as fhe paiTed, the crew on board 
her bid him take care of himfelf; and that, as 
foon as fhe touched the fhore, he heard 
the noife. of cannon, fired as a warning, and' 
faw the fhipping of the port drawn up under 
the guns of the came. The Captain, who 
had himfelf heard the difcharge of the artillery, 
was foon convinced that he was difcovered ; 
and that, therefore, nothing could be attempted 
there with any probability of fuccefs. He there-

fon: 
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f~re contented himfelf with taking a lhip of 
Seville, of :l4-Q tons (which the relator of this 
,"oyage mentions as a very large Ihip), and two 
fmall frigates. in which he found letters of ad
vice from Nombre de Dios, intended to alarm 
that part of the coaf!:. 

Drake, now finding his pinnaces of great lIie, 
and not having a fufficient nllmber of failors 
for all his veffels, was defirous of dellroying 
the Swan. the {hip commanded by his brother, 
that the others might be better manned. This, 
neceifary as it was, could not eafily be effeCted 
wi~hout difgufting the officers on boan,r her, 
who, loling their commiffions, would naturally 
be averfe to her dellrucbon. 

Drake knew that nothing but the love of 
their leaders could animate his followers to en· 
<:ounter fuch hardlhips as he was about to ~
pofe them to; and, therefore, rather chofe to 
bring his deligns to pafs by artifice than by au
thority. He fent for the carpenter of the Swan. 
took him into his cabin, and, having firll en
gaged him to [ecrecy, ordered him, in the mid
dle of the night, to go down into the well, and 
bore five holes through the bottom, laying 
fomething againfr them that might hinder tl:e 
bubbling of the water from being heard. To 
this the carpenter, after fome expollulation, 
confented, and the next night performed his 
promife. In the morning, Augufl: the l.:,th, 
Drake, going out with his pinnace a-fifhing, 
rowed up to the Swan; and, having invited his 

D 2 brother 
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brother to partake of his diverfion, inquired? 
with a negligent air, why the Swan was fo deep 
in the water? Upon which, his brother, being 
alarmed, Cent down his frewhrd to learn the callfe, 
who returned immediately, with an account that 
the !hip was leaky, and in danger of finking in 
a very little time. They had inllantly recourfe 
to the pump; but, having laboured for five hours, 
and gained very little upon the water, they wil
lingly, according to Drake's advice, fet the vet:' 
felon fire, and went on board the PaCcha. 

Finding it now neceffary to lie concealed for 
fome time, till the Spaniards !houJd forget their 
danger, and remit their vigilance, they fet fail 
for the found of Darien, and, without ap
proaching the coall, that their courfe might not 
be obferved, they arrived there ip fix days. . 

This being a convenient place for their re
ception, both on account of privacy, it being 
out of the road of all trade, and as it was well 
fupplied with wood, water, wild· fowl, hogs, 
deer, and all kind of provifions, he frayed here 
fifteen days, to careen his veffels, and refre!h his 
men, who worked interchangeably, on one day 
the one half, and on the next day the other half. 

On the 5th of September, Drake left his 
brother with the /hip at Darien, and fet out 
with two fmall veffels towards the Rio Grand, 
which they reached in three days, and on the 
9th of the fame month were difcovered by a 
Spaniard from the land, who, believing thenl 
to be his countrymen, made a fignaJ for them 
~o come on /hore, with which they very readily 

complied; 
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.complied; but he, Coon finding his miftake, 
abandoned his plantation, where they found 
great plenty of provifions, with which, having 
laden their vdfels, they departed. 

In the mean time, his brother, Captain John 
Drake, went, according to the directions that 
had been left him, in Cearch of the Symerons, 
or fugitive negroes, from whofe affiflance they 
now entertained hopes of completing the fue
cefs of their voyage: and, touching upon the 
main land, by means of the negroes whom they 
had taken from Nombre de Dios, engaged two 
of the Symerons to come on board his fhip, 
leaving two of his own men as hoHages for their 
fafe return. Thofe men, having affured him of 
the affection of their nation, appointed an inter
view between Drake and their leaders. With 
this appointment Drake being made acguaint
ed. he immediately quitted Port Plenty, fo 
named by the Englifh from the great flore of 
provifions they had amaffed at that place, and 
Came, by the direction of the Symerons, ir.to a 
fecret bay, among beautiful il1ands covered 
with trees, which concealed their fhips from 
obfervation, and where the channel was 10 nar
row and rocky that it was impoffible to enter it 
by night; fo that there was no danger of a 
{udden furprize. Here they met, and entered 
into engagements, which common enemies and 
common dangers prelerved from violation. 
But the firft converfarion informed the Englifh, 
~hat their expectations were not immediately to· 

be 
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b~ gratified: for, upon their enquiries after ~~ 
moft probable means of acquiring gold and 
filver, the Symerons told them, that. had they 
known fooner the chief end of their expedition. 
they could eafily have gratified them; but that 
during the rainy le~:on, which was now be
gun, they .could not recover the treafure they 
had taken from the Spaniards, out of the rivers 
in which they had concealed it. Drake, there
fore, propofing to wait in this place till the rains 
were paffed, built, with the affi1l:ance of the: 
Symerons, a fort of earth -and timber; and. 
leaving his brother and part of his company 
to guard it, fet alit -with three pinnaces to
wards Rio de la Hacha, being of a fpirit too 
aCtive to lie ftiH patiently, even in a 1l:ate of 
plenty and fecurity-, and with the moft probable 
expeaations of immenfe riches. 

In their way thither, they anchored within 
Sight of Carthagena without landing, and on 
the 17th of OCtober took a Spanifh bark, with 
which they entered the harbour in difguife, 
but v.ere faon accoftc::d by a Spanifh gentle
man whom they had fome time before taken 
and fet at liberty; who coming to them in a 
boat, as he pretended, without the knowledge 
of the Governor, made them great promifes of 
friendfhip, and profetlions of eiteem. But 
Drake, having wailed till next morning without 
receiving the great things he had been encou
raged to expeCt, found that all this pretended 
kindnefs was no more tban a firataGem to amure 

him, 
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l'\im, ;hile the Governor was railing forces for 
his deftruCtion. 

This appeared more clearly on the 20th" 
when two frigates, well armed and manned~, 
tame out in the night with a view to furprize 
the pinnaces. and make prifoner of Drake: 
but thefe being difcovere,d, and their defigI1' 
frufi:rated, Drake, when day, light approached, 
leapt intrepidly albore lingle, in defiance of 
their troops, which hovered at a difi:ance in the 
woods and on the hills, without ever venturing 
to advance within reach of the iliot from the 
pinnaces. To leap, however, upon an enemy's 
eo aft, in fight of a fuperior force, only to iliew 
how little they were feared, was an aCt that ill 
thefe times would meet with little applaufe ~ 
but motives of policy might influence the con
duCt of Drake, and make that neceifary then 
which now appears a ridiculous bravado. Find
ing the whole country advertifed of his attempts. 
and in arms to oppofe him, he might make a 
feint only of landing to incrcafe their fears, and, 
encourage their alarms" that they might keep 
together till he iliould affault thcm in their de
ferted pofts ; a ftratagem which there is reafon 
to think he put in praCtice, as he continued 
upon the coaft till one of his veffels had only 
a gammon of bacon and a fmall quantity of 
bread on board for feventeen men, and till 
there was on board his own veffel even a greater 
fcarcity. But refolution and luccefs recipro
(;ally produce each other. They had not faikd 

more 
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more than thret: leagues on their return dJ their 
fuips bt:fore they fell in with and attacked a 
coa(l:ing veffd, wh;ch after fome refillance the7 
took, and happily found it laden with excel· 
Itnt proviflons. He now determined to return 
to tht: Symerons, with who,n,. as has been [aid,' 
he left his brother, and part of his force. In 
conjunCtion wilih them, he had meditated an at
tempt to make his way over t!"le Ifl:hmus, and 
invade the Spaniards in the inbnd parts, where' 
they probably never dreamt of an enemy. 

When they arrived at POrt Diego, fa named 
from the negroe who had procured them their 
intercourfe with the Symerons, they found Cap
tain John Drake and one of his company dead, 
being killed in an attempt, ai'mofl: unarmed, to 
board a frigate, of which they had received intelli. 
gence, well provided with all things neceffary for 
its defence. The Captain was unwilling to make' 
the attack, and reprefented to his company the 
madnefs of their propofal; but, being over· borne 
by their clamours and importunities, to avoid the 
imputation of cowardice, complied to his de-
1huCtion. 

But this was not the only misfortune that 
be.fel this little company; for foon after many 
ot them fell ill of the calenture, a malignani 
fever, very frequent in the hot climates, which 
carried off, among Jeveral others, J ofeph Drake, 
anoth-::r brother of the Commander. 

While Drake was employed in the recovery of 
the fick, the Symerons, who ranged the country 
for intelligence, brought him an account, that 

the 
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the Spani£h fleet was arrived at Nombre de Dios; 
the i:ruth of which was confirmed by a pinnace 
~hith he fent out to make obfervations. This, 
therefore, was the time for their journey, when 
the treafures of the Peruvian mines were to be 
tranlported from Panama, over land, to Nom
b're de bios. He therefore communicated his 
defign to the Symerons, reqtiefied their ad
vice and affifrance, and having obtained the 
promife at both, by their direction he procured 
all lLings nece{fary for their fubfifiance; and, 
on the third of February in the following year, 
fet out from Port Diego. Having already loft 
twenty-eight of his company, and being under 
the neceffi.y of leaving fome to guard his £hip, 
he took with him only l~ Engli£h and 30 Sy
merons, who not only ferved as guards to £hew 
the way, but as carriers to convey the provifions. 

They carried with them, be fides, arrows for· 
war, and arrows for hunting and fowling, the 
heads of which are proportioned in fize to the 
game they purfue. For oxen, flags, or wild 
boars, they have arrows or javelins with heads' 
weig!~i:,g a pound and a haif, which they dif
c:lar6e near hand, and which fcarcely ever fail 
of being mortal. Their fecond fort are about 
half a; heavy as the other, and are generally £hot 
from their bows; thefe are intended for fmaller 
beafts. With the third fort, of which the 
heads are an ounce in weight, they kill birds. 
As this nation is in a fiate which does not fet 
them above continual cares for the immediate 
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necelfaries of life, he that can temper iroll' 
bell: is amonO" them moft eC::eemed; and, per· 
haps, it would be happy for every nation, if 
honours and applaufes were as jllftly diftribu· 
ted, and he were moft diftinguifhed whofe ta· 
lents were moll: ufeful to fociety.'nl> 

Every day by fun-rifing they began to march, 
and having travelled till ten, refted near fome 
river till twelve; then travelling again till four, 
they repofed all night in huts, or wigwams, 
which the Symerons bad either left ftanding in 
their former marches, or very readily erected for 
them, by fetting up three or four pofts in the 
ground, and laying poles from one to another, 
in the form of a roof, which they covered with. 
palmetto boughs and plantain leaves. In the val· 
lies, where they were fheltered from the winds, 
they left three or four feet next the ground open ;. 
but, on the hills, where they were more expofed 
to the chill blafts of the night, they thatched 
them clofe to the ground, leaving only a door 
for entrance, and a vent a top in the middle for 
the fmoke of the fire to efcape. 

In their march, they met not only with plenty 
of fruits upon the banks of the rivers, but with 
wild fwine in abundance, of which the Symerons 
without difficulty killed, for the moft part, as 
many as were wanted. One day, however, they 
found only an otter, and were about to drefs it ;. 
at which Drake exprdling his wonder, was aQ{· 
ed by Pedro, the chid Symeron, " Are you a· 
man Qf war, and in want, and yet doubt whe. 

ther 
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ther this. be meat that hath blood in it ?" For 
which Drake in private rebuked him, fays the 
relator; whether jufrly or not, it is not very 
important to determine; only it {hews the ge
nius of the times when fupcrftition prevailed, 
and when the greateft men were not wholly ex
empt from iti influences. 

On the third day ot their march, and the 6th 
of February, they came to a town of the Syme
rons, fituated on the fide of. a hill, and encom
paired with a ditch and a mud wall, to iecure it 
from any fudden furprize. Here the inhabitants 
lived with great neatneis, and in plenty; and 
with fome obfervation of religion, paying great 
reverence to the crofs; a praCtice whlch, the 
relator fays, Drake prevailed upon them to 
change for the ufe of the 1.ord's Prayer; which, 
we cannot help remarking, is very unlikely in fo 
:(hort a fray. IDdeed, it is added, that here they 
ftrongly impottuned Drake to prolong his abode, 
promiung to double his force; but he, either 
thinking greater numbers unneceirary, or fear
ing, that1 if any difference fhould arile betwetn 
them and his own men, he fhouJd be overborne 
py numbers, he prudently declined both their 
invitation, anq their ofrer of additional ailif
tance, and that in fuch terms as expreffed his 
eagerntfs to engage, and his confidence of [ue;

eelS from the bravery of his followers. 
Tr.e Symerons continutd [0 conl~lla him on 

his journey, and led him through rural fhades. 
~nd loft;: woods, which fheltered h:s people· I;) 
c;ffe¢lually from the fur;, ~~Ja.t their march was 
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lefs toilfome than if they had travelled in Eng. 
land during the heat of fummer. Four of the 
Symerons that were acquainted with the waYt 
went about a mile before the main body, and 
cut off branches as marks to direct them, for 
there was no beaten track; then followed twelV\! 
Symerons, after whom came the Englilb, with 
the two leaders; and the other Symerons elofed 
the rear. In this order, on the 11th of Fe~ 
ruary, they arrived at the top of a very high hill, 
on the fummit of wh;ch grew a Hee of a won
derful height and magniwde, in which they had 
cut fieps for the more eafy aICent to the top, 
where there was a ]:ind of alcove, to w.hich 
they invited Drake. and from (he n -e Ibewed 
him not only the North Sea, from whence they 
came, but the great l'acil~c Ocean, on which 
no Englilh veffel had ever yet faiLJ. This 
profpeCt. exc:ting hi:; natural curiofity ;Lid ardour 
for adventures and difcoveries, he lifted up his 
hands to God, and implored his bleillng upon 
the refolution which he th:.[ inftant formed, of 
failing in an Englifh n,:p on that immenfe ita. 

From this ftupendous mountain they de
fcended, after having fe"fted their eyes wit~ the 
grandeft profpect the earth can furnilb; and in 
awo days came into an open level country, 
where their march was incommoded with the 
~rafsl which is of a peculiar kind, confifting of 
a fralk like that of a bull.rulb, and a blade on 
which the oxen and other cattle feed till it 
grows too high for them to reach: then it is 
that the natives fet the whole on fire; and it is 

no 
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no uncommon thing to behold vallies of im
menfe e~ctent in a blaze at once; from whence 
'the cattle fly in the utmofl: terror, and many 
perifh,by the fudden conflagr:ltion. It might 
be fuppofed, that this burning of the foil, would, 
in a hot climate, check the powers of vegetation, 
and that it would be years before the earth 
~ould recover its fertility; but it is jufl: the con
trary; the aihes of the reeds are hardly extin
guifhed before a new verdure begins to appear; 
and before a month is elapred, the whole valley, 
beheld at a diftanee, looks as green as ever; fo 
~ftonifhingly wonderful are the powns cr" l\ ,\
tUfe on this happy 10;1 ! 

\Vhen they had arrived within a convenient 
diftanee of the road from Panama, they pofted 
themfelves in a grove or wo': 1, near wh'ieh til:: 

trearure was to be conveyed from thence to 
Nombre de Dios. They then dif?Cltched a 
trufty Symeron, in the habit of a nave, Forerl: 
inftruCted, to learn on what day the mules, (''1 

whofe backs the treafure is carried, weI';:: to !l:t 
out. The man was fo well qualified for the 
fervice, and fo induftrious in the prof,cution of 
it, that he foon returned with an accoum, that 
the treafurer of Lima, intending to embark for 
Europe, would pafs the night following with 
eight mules laden with gold, and one with jew
els; that it was their eultom to travel by night, 
and to refl: in the day, to avoid the heat; and 
that Venta Cruz was to be their firft fl:age. 

On this intelligence, they changed their 
rout, and immediately direCted their march 

towards 



30 SIR FRANCIS DRAKE's VOYAGES. 
towards Venta Cruz, fending, for fecurity. two 
Symerons, habited as before, to examine the 
way, who, as they paffed along, perceived, by the 
f<::ent of a match, that fome Spaniard was before 
them; and creeping fi1ently forward, furprized 
a foidier aGeep upon the ground. They bound 
him, without offerin6 any other violence, and 
brought hi.n to Drake, who, upon enquiry, 
iound that their fpy had not deceived them in 
his intelligence. TI-e foldier, having informec\ 
himfelf ot the Captain's name, conceived fuch a 
dread of the vengeance he had threatened, that, 
after having made an ample difcovery of the 
treafure tllat was now at band, cautioned them 
likewile agc.:r:ft being deceived by the recoes, 
or carriers, from 1~ 011: hrt de Dios, who met the 
others by the way, and who were hourly ex
peCted, with merchandize and provifions, but 
without any gold. He cloJeu- his examination 
with an humble petition to Drake, to confider his 
fituation, as lIable to punifnment by his country
men for his treachery; and to immediate death 
by the enemy, if he had refufed to make full 
confeilion of the fecrets with which he was en
trufted. He therefore requefted to be taken into 
his proteCtion, and that, when the expeCted trea
fure Ihould fall into his hands, he would be gra
cioufly plea fed to allow him as much of it as would 
maintain himfelf and his children during the re
mainder of their lives, fince there would abun· 
dantly more arrive than he and his company coqld 
carry aw~y. Drakeagreed to his requeft,upon con
dition that he led him to a place offecrecy, where 

he 
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he could conceal his men till the time of 1IEtion, 
and where there was no danger of the mules pal-" 
fing by without being perceived. This the man 
did; and Drake placed his ambufh accordingly. 

Before the time exp€;Eted, the whole company 
were properly refrefhed and ini1ruEted. Oxenharn 
was appointed to head the Symerons, affifl:ed by 
Pedro their leader; and Drake was to command 
the Englifh. The parties were then divided j 

the Englifh took the right of the way in front. 
and the Symerons the left at a [mail difl:ance 
in the rear. In this manner they were pofl:ed, 
that one company might be in readineCs to feize 
the hindmoft mule at the fame time that the 
other had leized the foremofl:; for the mules, it 
[eerns, being tied together, travel in a line, and 
are all guided by leading the firft. 

Every thing being now as well concerted a3 
human prudence could forefee, and the critical 
moment of aEtion being foon expected, they lay 
down and covered themfelves in thegraisat about 
eighty or ninety paces difl:ance from the road, 
that the noife of their breathing might not be 
heard by the guard that convoy'd the treaCure. 

They had not been more than an hour in this 
fituation, when the bells of the mules on the lefr, 
coming from Vema Cruz, began to be heard: 
but previous orders having been given to meddle 
only with thofe from Panama, thore from Venta. 
Cruz were fllff"ered to pafs unmoldied. Un
fortunately, however, it happened, th,.t one 
Robert Pih, being heated with liquor, pre
vailed uf,on the man that was- next him to 

creep 
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creep forward with him, in order to be in rea"; 
dinefs to fignalize themfelves, by being the firf!: 
to feize the mules from Panama. At that in
ftanr, an officer, who accompanied the recoes 
from Venra Cruz, perceiving fomething white 
moving in the grafs (for Drake had ordered 
all his company to put their fhirts over their 
tlothes, to diftinguifh them in the night,) took 
the alarm, and, from a walk, was obferved to 
pUal his horfe forward on a fmart trot; and, 
before he had paffed the hindmoft ambufcade, 
he was heard to ride along in a full gallop; but 
neither Drake, who commanded the Englilb; 
nor Oxenham, who headed the Symerons, being 
apprized of the reaCon, had any thought of tak
ing mea[ures to intercept his journey. 

It was not, however, long before the recoes' 
from Panama came up, and were eagerly feized 
by the Englifh in front, and fecured by the 
Symerons, as had been agreed upon, in the 
rear; but, to their great mortification, they 
found two of them only loaded with GIver, and 
the reft with provifions. fix of thofe from Pa
nama, which carried the valuable burdens of 
gold and jewels, being ordered back, and the like 
number that came from Venta Cruz fent for
ward in their room. The drivers were brought 
immediately to the Captain, and examined, who' 
informed him, that a horfeman, riding in hafte,' 
had met them, and had talked with the treafur
er, and advifed him to fend back his gold and 
iewels, and fuffer thofe only to proceed that 
were now in his [Drake's] power, that he might, 

by 
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by that cheap experiment, difcover whether 
there were not (as he had reafon to fufpea) 
fome ambuih in the way; or, whether his ap
prehenfions might not betray him into vifionary 
fears, for which there was no real ground. 

That Drake was not lefs enraged than hig 
followers at this difappointment cannot be doubt
ed; but there was now no time to be fpent in 
complaints. The whole country, he knew, 
would foon be alarmed, and all the force of the 
Spaniards aIfembled to overwhelm him; he had 
no fortre[s to retire to; every man was his ene
my, and every road better known to the Spa
niards than to himfelf. This was an occafion 
that demanded all the qualities of an hero, an 
intrepidity never to be !luken, and a judgment 
never to be perplexed. He immediately con
fidered all the circumftances of his prefent fitu
ation, and found that it afforded him only the 
choice of marching back by the fame way 
through which he came, or forcing his palfage 
through Venta Cruz. He forefaw'many diffi
culties in marching back, befides the hazard of 
having his !hips feized before his return; he, 
therefore, determined to pafs forwards to Venta 
Cruz, before the enemy could be prepared to 
oppore him. He aiked Pedro, the leader of the 
Symerons, whether he would dare to follow 
him? and, having received from him the [trong
eft affurance that nothing ihould feparate them, 
he commanded his men to fet forwards. When 
they caqle to the gates of the toW?, they difinif-
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fed the mules they had made ufe of to carry theif 
prize, and continued their march with as little 
noile as pollible; yet they difcovered, that nbt
withlbnding the utmoft precamiofl had been 
ufed, the alarm had been fpread, and the forces 
of the town h'aftily drawn together, to oppofe 
their entrance. Drake, who was not unac
quainted with the behaviour of that kind of 
town mihtia, received their firft onfet, and then: 
breaking in upon them. drove them before him 
without farther oppofition, and was feconded 
by the Symerons, who conld not be reftrarned 
from making plunder of the town: but Drake 
haO:ened in perfon to the Spanifh ladies, and 
affur~d them that no injuries fhould be offered 
to them, nor was there the leaft indecency per. 
mitted; and the forces of the Spaniards being 
difperfed, he continued his march to the fhips 
without any apprehenfion of danger, yet with 
great fpeed, being very folicitous about the ftate 
of the crew; 10 that he allowed his men, har. 
raffed as they were, but little time for fleep or 
refrelhment. By kind exhortations, gentle aU'· 
chority, and a chearful participation of all their 
hardfhips, he prevailed upon them to bear with
out murmur, not only the toil of travelling,. 
but, on fome days, the pain of hunger. In 
this march, he owed much of his expedition to 
the alliftance of the Symerons, who, being ac
cuftomed to the climate, and naturally robuft,. 
when any of the Englilh fainted by the way,_ 
two of them would carry him between them for' 

miles 
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miles too-ether. Nor was their valour lefs than 

t:> 

their humanity, after they had learned froll) 
their E ngli!h companions to defpife the fire
arms of the Spaniards. 

When they were within five leagues of the 
{hips, they found a town built in thtir abfence 
by the Symerons, at which Drake confented to 
halt, fending a Symeron to the ibips with his 
gold toot~pick as a token, which, though the 
mafter knew it, was not fufficient to gain the 
meffenger credit, till, upon examination, he 
found that the Captain, having ordered him to 
regard no meffage without his hand-writing, 
had engraven his name upon it with the point 
of his knife; the mafter then fent the pinnace 
up the river to meet the Captain, and after
wards fent to the town for thofe whofe wearinefs 
had made them unable to march farther. 

On February the 23d, the whole company 
was re-united; and Drake, whofe good or ill 
fuccefs never prevailed over his !hew of piety, 
celebrated their meeting with thanks to God. 

Drake, not yet difcouraged, foon turned his; 
thoughts to new projeEts; and, without lan
guifhing in melancholy reflections upon paft 
mifcarriages, employed himfelf in forming 
fchemes for repairing them. Eager of action, 
and acquainted with man's nature, he never 
fuffered idlenefs to infect his followers with 
cowardice; but kept them from {jnking under 
any difappointment, by directing their attention 
to fame new enterprize. 

F 2 Upon 
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Upon confultation with his own men, a~d the 

Symerons, he found them divided in their opi
nions ; fame declaring, that, before they engag
ed in any new attempt, it was necdrary to in
creafe their fiores of provifions; and other~ 
\lrging that the ihips, in which the Spaniih trea
fure was embarked, ihould be immediately at
tempted. The Symeron5 propofed a third plan, 
and advifed them to undertake another journey 
over-land, to the houfe of one Pezaro, near Ve
ragua, whofe naves brought him every day 
more than 200 pounds fierling from the mines, 
which he heaped together in a firong fione 
haufe, that might, by the help of the Englifh, 
be eafily forced. But Drake, being unwilling 
to fatigui: his followers with another journey 
over-land, determined to fieer a middle courfe, 
between thefe variable opinions; and, manning 
his two pinnaces, the Bear and the Minion, he 
fent John Oxenham in the Bear towards Tofu, 
to feek provifions; and went h-imfelf in the 
Minion to the Cabezes, to endeavour to inter
~ept the treafure that was to be tranfported 
from Veragua and that coaft, to the fleet at 
Nombre de Dios; fira difmiffing with prefents 
thofe Symerons who defired to return to their 
wives, and o.ct'ring thofe that chofe to remain 
with him ~o be kindly entertained. Drake 
took at the Cabezes a frigate of Veragua, the 
pilot of which informed him, that there was in 
the harbour of Veragua a ihip freighted with 
more than a million of gold; to which he of-

fered 
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fered to conduct him, being well acquainte<.1 
with the foundings, if he might be allowed his 
fuar:e of the prize; fo much was his avarice fu
perior to his honeay. 

Drake, after fome deliberation, complying 
with the pilot's conditions, failed towards the 
harbour; but had no fooner entered the mouth 
of it than he heard the report of artillery, which 
VIas anfwered by others at a greater diaance ; 
upon which the pilot told them that they were 
difcovered, this being the fignal appointed by 
~he Governor to alarm the coaa. 

Drake now thought it cOflVenient to return 
to the thips, that he might enquire the fuccefs 
of the other pinnance, which he found with a 
frigate that {he had taken with twenty.eight fat 
hogs, 200 hens, and a great aore of maize or 
Indian corn. The veffe) itfelf was fa {hong and. 
well-built, that he fitted it for war, determining 
to make a fecond attempt on Nombre de Dios. 

On March the 2 I it, he fet fail with the new 
frigate and the Bear towards the Cabezes, at 
which he arrived in little more than two .days, 
and found ~here one Totu, a Frenchman, with a 
{hip of war. Having fupplied Tow with water,. 
and other articles of which he was in want, he 
defired to join the Admiral in his new attempt .. 
to which Drake confented, and admitted him to 
accompany him with 20 of his men, ftipulating 
to allow them a proportionable Ihare of what .. 
ever booty they {hould acquire: yet Drake was, 
not without fame fufpicions of danger from rbi,s 

new 
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new ally, he having eighty men, and the Eng. 
lilh reduced to thirty-one. Manning, however, 
the pinnaces, they fet (ail for Rio Francifco, at 
which place they arrived on the 29th of March. 
Here they landed; and, having difmiiTed their 
pinnaces for fear of difcovery, and ordered 
them to repair to the fame place on the fourth 
day following, they began their march through 
the woods towards Nombre de Dios, and con
tinued it with fuch lilence and regularity as fur
prized the French, who did not imagine the 
Symerons fo difcreet and obedient to command 
as they appeared to be, and were therefore in 
perpetual anxiety about the fidelity of their 
guides: nor did the Symerons treat the French
men with that fubmiffion and regard which they 
paid to the Englilh, whofe bravery and conduct 
they had already tried. At length, after a la
borious march of more than feven leagues, they 
began to hear the hammers of the carpenters in 
the bay, it being the cuftom in that hot feafon 
to work in the night, and to reft in the day; 
and, in a {hort time, they perceived the ap
proach of the reeoes, Qr droves of mules, from 
Panama. They now no longer doubted that 
their labour would be rewarded, and every man 
imagined himfelf fecure from poverty for the 
remaining part of his life; they, therefore, 
when the mules came up. rulhed out. and feiz
ed them with an alacrity proportioned to their 
expeCtations. The three droves con lifted of one 
hundred and nine mules, each of which carrieQ 

300 
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goo pounds weight of filver. It was to little: 
purpofe that the foldiers, ordered to convoy the 
treafure, attempted refiftance. After a lhort 
combat, in which the French Captain and one 
of the Symerons were wounded, it appeared 
with how much greater ardour men are anima
ted by intereft than fidelity. 

As it was poffible for them to carry away but 
a fmall part of this treafure, after having wearied 
themfelves with hiding it in the thickets, they 
determined to return by the fame way they 
came; and, without being purfued, they tra .. 
verfed the woods, where the French Captain, 
being difabled by his wound, was obliged to 
ftay, two of his company continuing with him. 
When they had gone forward about two 
leagues, the Frenchmen miffed another of their 
company, who, upon enquiry, was known to be 
intoxicated with wine, and fuppofed to have 
loft himfelf in the woods by negletl:ing to ob
ferve the guides; but common prudence not: 
allowing them to hazard the whole company by 
too much folicitude for a fingle life, they tra
velled on towards Rio Francifco, at which they 
arrived on the 3d of April; and, looking oue 
for their pinnaces, were furprifed with the fight 
of feven Spanifh floops, and immediately coh
eluded, that fome intelligence of their motions 
had been carried to N ombre de Dios, and that 
thefe velfels had been fitted out to purfue 
them, which might undoubtedly have over
powered the pinnaces and their feeble crews. 

Nor 
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Nor did their fufpicions ftop here; bur immeo 

diately it occurred to them, that their men might 
be compelled by torture to difcovt:r where their 
friaate and ihip were ftationed, which being '" , wtakly manned, and without the prefence of 
the chief Commander, would fall into their 
hands almo[\: without refi[\:ance, and all poffibi
lity of efcaping be eiltirdy cut off. Thefe re
flections funk the whole company into defpair; 
and everyone, inftead of endeavouring to break 
through the difficulties that furrounded him, 
refigned hitnfelf up to his ill fortune; when 
Drake, whofe intrepidity was never to be ihaken, 
reprefented to them, that, though the Spaniards 
fuould have made themfelves ma[\:ers of the 
pinnaces; they might yet be hindered from dif
covering the ihips. He put them in mind, that 
the pinnaces could not be taken, the men exa
mined, their examinations compared, their re
folutions formed, their veffels fent out, and 
the ihips taken, in an inftant. Some time mull: 
necdfarily- 'be ipent before the lall: blow could 
be ftruck; and, if that time were not neglett
fully loft, it might be pomble for fome of them 
to reach the Ihips before the enemy, and direCt: 
them to change their ft<ftion . 

. They were animated with this difcourfe, by 
which they obferved that their leader was not 
without hope; bur, when they came to look 
more narrowly into their fituation, they were 
unable to conceive upon what it was founded. 
To pafs by land was impoffible, 4lS the way lay 

over 
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bver high mountains, th:ck woeds, and detp 
rivers; they had not a lingle boat in theif 
power, fo that paffage by wattr [temed equally 
impracticable. But Drake determined upon 
the only means of fuccefs which their condition 
afforded them; and, ordering his men to make 
a raft ollt of the trees that Were then fluating 
in the ri~er, offered himfelf to put out to fea 
upon it, andchearfully afl:ed, who would 
accompany him. John Owen, John Smith, and 
,two 'Frenchmen, who were willing to fhare his 
fortune, embarked with him on the raft, which 
~as fitted out with a fail made of the bifcuit 
facks in which they had carried their provi[ions, 
and formed a kind of oar to direct its courfe 
inftead of a rudder. Then, having comforted 
the rdt with affurances of his regard for them, 
and refolution to leave noth:ng unattempted for 
theif deliverance, he put off; ::nd, after having 
with'much difficulty failed three leagues, de
fcried twO pinnaces hailing towards him, which; 
upon a nearer approach, he difcovered to be his 
own;' and, hailing them, propofed that they 
ihouid anchor behinj a point that jutted out 
into the fea, while he put to fhore; and, crof
flng the land on foot, W:J.S received by his com
pany with that fatisfattiolJ, which is only known 
to thofe who have been acquainted with dan
gers and di£l.reffes. 
'The fame night they rowed filently to Rio 
Francifco, where they embarked the whole 
(ompany, with what treafure they had been 

. VOL. 1. G able 
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able to bring with .them through the wood~. 
then failing back with the utmofr expedicicln, 
th<:y returned to their frigate, and foon after tq 
(h<..11" illip, where Drake divided the gold and 
filver tquitabh between the French and Englilh • 

• Here tht:y ipent fourteen days in fitting au!: 
their frigate morl! completely; during which 
time, the Frenchmen, with their fhip, lay 
among the Cabezes, while twelve Engliih and 
fixteen Svmerons travelled once more into the 
country, 'as wdl to recover the French Captain, 
whom they had left wounded, as to bring away 
the treafure which they had hid in the woods. 
Drake, whom his company would not fuffer to 
hazard his palon in another land expedition. 
went with them to Rio Francifco, where he 
found one of the Frenchmen who had ilaid to 
attend their Captain, and was informed by him, 
upon his enquiries after his fortune, that, half 
an hour after their feparation, the Spaniards 
came upon them, and eafily feized upon the 
wounded Captain; but that his companion 
might have ekaped with him, had he not pre
ferred money to life; for feeing him throw down 
a box of jewels that retarded him, he could not 
forbear taking it up, and, with that and the ~old 
which he had already, was fo loaded that he could 
not efcape. With regard to the bars of gold and 
filver which they had concealed in the ground, he 
informed them that 200 men had been employ'
ed in iearching for them. The people, how
ever, either mlLtruiting the informer's veracity, or 

con-
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confident that what they had hidden could not 
be found, purfued their journey; but upon their 
arrival at the place, found the ground turned 
up for two miles round, and were able to reco
ver no. more than J 3 bars of filver, and a fmall 
quantity of gold. They difcovered afterwards, 
that the Frenchman who was left drunk in the 
woods, falling into the hands of the Spaniards, 
was tortured by them till he confeffed where 
Drake and his company had concealed their 
plunder; fa fatal to Drake's expedition was the 
drunkennefs of his followers. 

Then, dlfmiffing the French, they paffed by 
Carthagena with their colours flying, and foon 
after took a frigate laden with provifions and 
honey, which they valued as a great reO:orative, 
and then failed away to the Cabezes. Here 
they ihid about a week to careen their veffe\s, 
and fit them for a long voyage, determining to 
fet fail for England; and that the faithful Sy
merons might not go away unrewarded, broke 
up their pinnaces, and gave them the iron, 
the moll: valuable preCent in the world to a na
tion whofe only employments were war and 
hunting, and amongll: whom fhow and luxury 
had no place. Pedro, their Captain. being de
fired by Drake to go through the fhips, and to 
chufe what he moll: defired, fixed his eye upon 
a fcymetar fet with jewels, which the French 
Captain had pre[ented to Drake for the provi
fions with which he had fupplied him, and, be
ing unwilling to afk for fa valuable a prefent, 

G 2 o ffc:: red 
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offered for it four large quoits, ,5r thick plates 
of gold, w:1ich he had formerly concealed in the 
waters; but Drake, defirous to lbew him, that 
fidelity feldoll1 is without a recompel1ce, gave it 
lun with the higheft profeffions of fatisfaCtion 
and efteem. Pedro, receiving it with the ut
moft gratitude, i,Jarmed him, that by beftow
ing it he had conferred greatne[s and honour 
upon him; tor, by prefenting it to his King, he 
doubted not of obtaining the high eft rank 
among the Symerons. He then perfiited in his 
refollltion of giving him the gold, which was of .. 
tentateouOy thrown by Drake into the common 
fiock; pretending, that thofe at whoie expences 
he had been fent out, ought to {hare in all the 
gain of the expedition. Thus was Drake's cha
raCter confiftent with itfelf; he was equally vain 
and avaricious; and by this fpecious fhew ofho
pefty, his view was to engage his followers to do 
the like; yet whatever lengths he might go to 
fave appearances, he had {carce cunning enoligh 
to difguife the artifice. 

They now forfook the eoan e;f America, which 
for many months they had kept in perpetual a
larms, having taken more than 100 veffels of 
all fizes between Carthagena and N ombre de 
Dios, of which, however, they never deftroyed 
any, unlefs they were fitted out againft them, 
nor ever detained the prifoners longer than was 
neceffary for their own fecurity or concealment; 
a behaviour which humanity dictates, and which 
~ven policy cannot difapprove. He muft, cer-

tainly ~ 



Slit FRANCIS DRAKE's VOYAGES. H 
tainly, me~t wj.th obltinate oppofition who makes 
it equally dangerous to yield as to refifr, and who 
leaves his enemies no hopts but from victory. 

What riches they acquired is not particularly 
related; but, it is nGt to be doubted, that tl •. \.! 
plunder of fo many veifels, together with the 
filver feized at Nombre de Dios, mull: have a
mounted to a very great fum, though the {hare 
that was allo~ted to Drake was not fufficient to 
lull him into effeminacy, or to repre[s his na
tural inclination to adventures. They arrived 
at Plymouth on the 9th of AuguH:, 1573, on 
Sunday in the afternoon; and fo much were the 
people elated with the news of their arrival, that 
they left the preacher, and ran in cmuds to the 
key with thouts and congratulations. 

Drake having, in the voyage juft mentioned, 
had a view of the South Sea, as has already been 
related, and formed a refolution to fail upon it, 
did not fuffer himfelf to be diverted from his 
defign by the profpeCl: of any ciifficulties that 
might obfrruCl: the attempt, nor any danger 
that might attend the execution. H:s reputa
tion was fufficiently eftablithed to remove all 
obfracles (for obfracles he met with,) and to 
obviate the motives that produced them; but it 
was not till the year 1577, that he was able to 
affemble a force proportioned to his deugo, and 
to obtain a commillion from the Queen"", by 

.. This commiffion, which was always quel1:ioned, is 
now upon the f1:rongell: prefumptive evidence denied, as 
Will be feen in the fequel. 

which 
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which he was conftituted Captain-General of a 
{quadran, confifting of five velfels, of which the 
Pelican, of 100 tons, was commanded by him
felf as Admiral; the Elizabeth, of 80 tons, Vice
Admiral, commanded by John Winter; the 
Marygold, of 30 tons, by John Thomas; the 
Swan, of 50 tons, by John Chefter; and the 
Chriftopher, of J 5 tons, by Tllornas Moon, the 
honeft carpenter, who, on the former voyage, 
deftroyed the Swan by Drake's direCtion. 

Thefe {hips, equip?ed partly by himfdf, and 
partly by other private adventurers, he manned 
with 16-4 ftout failors, and furnilhed with fuch 
provifions, as he thought necelfary for fo long 
and hazardous a voyage: nor did he confine his 
concern to the ordinary equipment of his {hips 
with naval ftores and military preparations, but 
carried with him whatever he thought might 
contribute to raile, in thole nations with which 
he {hould have intercourle, the higheft ideas of 
the arts and grandeur of his native country. 
He, therefore, not only procured a complete 
fervice of filver-plate for his own table, and 
furni{hed the cook-room with many velfels of 
the fame metal, but engaged feveral mulicians 
to accompany him; rightly judging, that no
thing would more excite the admiration of fa
vages, or uncivilized people, than the powers 
of mufic. On this occafion. however, it muft 
not be concealed, that he engaged his men on 
,the falfe pretence of failing to Alexandria ; and 

that 
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that it was not till after he arrived on the co aft 
~f Brazil, that he acquainted them with his 
delign of palling the Straits, and entering the 
South Seas. 

On the 15th of Nov. 1577, about three in 
the afternoon, he failed from Plymouth; but a 
heavy frorm (fuch as no man on board had 
ever feen the like,) taking him alm01t as foon 
as out of port, forced him into Falmouth, where 
he ihid till the 13th of Dt:cember to refit. He 
then took his departure, and on the 25th of the 
fame month fdl in with the caaft of Barbary, 
and on the 27th caft anchor at the if1and of Ma
gadore, about one mile diftant from the main, 
between which and the iOe they found a very 
convenient harbour. Here he began to build 
the pinnaces, the frames of which he brought 
ready from Plymouth to be put together, as in 
his former voyage. While the carpenters were 
employed in this fervice, they were difcovered 
by the Moors that inhabit thofe coafts, who fent 
two of their Chiefs on board Drake's 1hip, re
ceiving at the fame time two of his company as 
hoftages. Thefe men he not only treated in the 
moft hofpitable manner, but prefented them 
with fuch things as they appeared moft to ad
mire; it being with him an eftablifhed maxim, 
to endeavour to fecure in every country a kind 
reception to fuch Englifhmen as fhould come 
after him, by treating the inhabitants with a 
1hew of kindnefs and generality. 

But 



48 SIR FRANCiS DRAKE;sVOYAGES. 

BLlt (his iriendly intercourfe was in appear .. 
ance foof) broken; for, on the next dar, ob~ 
{ervine- the Moors making fignals from the o ~ -
land, they fent out their boat, as before; to 
fetch them to the £hip; and one J uhn Frye 
leapt afhote, intending to become an hoil:age, as 
on the former day, when immediately he was 
feized by the Moors; and the crew, obferving 
great numbers ftart from behind a rock \vith 
weapons in their hands, thought it next to mad..: 
nefs to attempt hi5 reCcllt', and, therefore, pro
vided for their own fecurity by retornin2; to the 
fhip. Frye was mounted on horfeback, and 
immediately carried up into the country to their 
King, who being then in continual expectation 
of an invafion from Portugal, fllfpected that 
thefe 01ips were fent only to reconnoitre the 
co aft, and di[cover a proper harbour for a more 
formidable fleet; but, being informed who they 
were, and whither they were bound, not only 
difmiffed the captive, but made large offers of 
friendfhip and affifrance; which Drake, how
ever, did not ftay to receive; but being dif
gutled at this breach of the laws of commerce. 
and apprehending funher treachery, he quitted 
the coaft on December 31, and on the 17th of 
January arrived at Cape Blanco, having in their 
palI'age taken feveral Spanifh velI'els, and found 
one in the harbour with no men. 
~ Here, while Drake was employing his men 
in catching fifh, and training them for land as 
well as fe.l fervice, the natives came down to' 

. the 
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the fea fide with ambergreafe and other gums, 
to traffic for fuch commodities as they then ftood 
moft in need of, and with which Drake very 
copioufly fupplied them. 

Having rifled and difcharged the Spanifh 
{hips which they had taken, they failed on the 
2zd of January towards the ifles of Cape Verd; 
and on the 27th came to anchor before Mayo. 
hoping to furnifh themfelves with frefh water; 
but, having landed, they found the chief town 
deferted; and, marching farther up the country~ 
faw the vallies extremely fruitful, and abound
ing with ripe figs, cocoes, and plantains; but 
could by no means prevail upon the inhabitants 
to converfe or traffic .with them. However. 
they were fuff"ered by them to range the coun
try without moleftation, but found no water, 
except at fuch a diftance from the fea, that the 
labour of carrying it to their !hips was greater 
than it was at that time neceffary for them to 
undergo. Salt, had they wanted it, might have 
been obtained with lefs trouble, being left by 
the fea upon the fands, and hardened by the fun 
during the ebb, in Cuch quantities, that the 
chief traffic of this ifland is carried on by 
tneans of it. Thus, thol1gh the ifland abound .. 
ed with goats, poultry, a;d c;lelicious fruits of 
various kinds, they could procure none of any 
conCequence, becaufe the POfttlg1:lefe, who were 
then in poffeffion of it, were prohibited all com
merce with ftrangers on very fevere penalties. 

VOL. I. H . 00 
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On the 31 ft of January they made St. Iago, 
an itland at that time divided between the na
tives and the. Porruguefe, who, firft entering 
theJe iOands under th~ {hew of traffic, by de
grees eftablilhed themfelves, claimed a fupe
riorityover the natives, and harrafied them with 
fuch cruelty, that they obliged them either to 
fiy ro the woods and mountains, where many of 
them peri/hed with hunger, or to take arms 
again!t their oppreifors, and, under the infupe
rable difadvantages with which they contended, 
to die aim oft without a battle. Such treatment 
had the natives of St. Iago received, which had 
driven them into the rocky parts of the ifland. 
from whence they made incurfions into the 
plantations of the Portuguefe, fometimes with 
lars, but generally with that fuccefs which def. 
peration produces; fo that the Portuguefe were 
in continual alarms. and lived with the natural 
contequences of guilt, terror, and anxiety. 
They were wealthy but not happy, and poffefl'
ed the iOand, but did not enjoy it. 

In pailing this iOand, the garrifon of the fort 
difcharged three pieces of cannon ~t them, but 
without effeCt. For this infult they rook a Por
tuguefe fhip laden with wines, the pilot of which 
they retained, but fet the reft of the crew on 
iliore. This man, Nuno da Silva by name, was 
very ufeful to them in traverfing the coaft of 
Brazil, being acquainted with the bays and har
bours where frelh water and provifions were to 
be obtained. Him they continued to detain 

captive, 
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captive, thol:lgh t-heybroke up his fuip before 
they entered the Straits, till the'y were about to 
leave the coafl:s of Peru, when finding him no 
longer ferviceable, they fet him on Ihore in the 
Spanilh fettlements, from whence he afterwards 
returned home, and wrote an account of the 
voyage as far as he went, which is thought by 
many to be very authentic. 

It was foon after the capture of this Ihip that 
a difference aroie between Drake and his friend, 
Mr. Thomas Doughty, which. gradually increaf~ 
ing. grew into inveteracy, and terminated atlat!: 
in the death of the latter. Doughty was a gen
tleman and a fcholar, whom Drake had perfuad
ed to embark in this expedition to better his for
tune; and to whom, till the incident happened 
which we are about to relate, he had Ihewn par
ticular marks of favour and friendlhip; but tri
vial beginnings are often productive of the moa 
important events. 

The ground of the malevolence with which 
Drake purfued Doughty, under the colour of 
jufl:ice, has hitherto lain concealed from the 
public eye; but we Ihall now trace it, fiep by 
itep, till the fatal period when the unhappy 
viCtim was brought to the block, and when 
prake, by fuffering revenge to triumph over 
virtue, left an indelible blot upon his charaCter, 
which no panegyric can wipe away. 

Among the Harleian manufcripts there is a 
writteh account of this voyage, in which the 
'~uthor has particularly had his eye on this tranf-

H 2 acrion. 
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aCtion. As he wa~ an eye-witnefs of all that 
paffed, his relation will beft appear in his own 
words: "Captain Drake, fays he, having 
" boarded the fhip of Nuno da Sylva, and 
., feafted his eyes with the view of the commo
., dities, he committed the cuftody and well-
4' ordering of this prize unto Mafter Thomas 
" Doughty, as his good and efteemed friend, 
" praying him in any cafe to fee good order 
" kept, and whofo fhould be the breaker there
" of. to give him to underftand of any fuch 
" without exception of .any. 

" It thus chanced that General Drake had a 
" brother (not the wildt man in Chriftendom), 
~. whom he put into this faid prize, as alfo di., 
.. vers others. This Thomas Drake, as one 
c. more greedy of prey than covetous of honefty 
., or credit, offered himfelf the firft and only 
4' man to break the General his brother's com
U mandment; for he, contrary to his ftriCt prQ
co hibition, did not only break open a cheft, but 
.. did dive fuddenly into the fame, that Mafter 
" Doughty knew not how to difcharge himfelf 
" againft ti1e General but by revealing it unto. 
" him; yet firft Mafter Doughty Called Tho." 
.. mas Drake unto him, and fhewed him his 
,. great folly in this behalf, w;-Jo, yielding unto 
" his fault, prayed Matter Doughty to be good 
.. unto him, and keep it from the General; 
" but he briefly told him he could not keep it, 
" but he would deliver it with what favour he 
~'might. So at the: General's next coming QO 

" ~o~rc\ 
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., board the prize, Mailer Doughty opened the 
" fame unto him, who prefently falling into a 
" rage, not without fome great oaths, feemed 
.' to wonder what Thomas Doughty thould 
.. mean to touch his brother; and did, as it 
" were, affure hi1l1felf that he had fome farther 
" meaning in this, and that he meant to ihike 
e, at his credit, and he would not, or could not, 
" by God's life (as he phrafed it,) (uffer it. 
e. From this time forth grudges did kern to 
c. grow between them from day to day, to the 
" no fmall admiration of the refl of the com
" pany, although fome envying his former fa
ce your and friendfhip with the General, and 
" fome, I think, doubting that his capacity 
.. would reach too far to the flggrandizing his 
" credit in the country, talked variouily of the 
" matt~r; however, Mafler Doughty was put 
ce again into the Pelican. Thus grudges, al
e< though they had not long refted, yet were 
" they grown to great extremities, fuch and fo 
" great as a man of any judgment would verily 
ce think that his love towards him in England 
" was more in brave words than hearty good 
cc will or friendly love." So writts our author.· 

In proceeding on their voyage, they came 
within fight of Fogo, an il1and f..) called from a 
mountain about the middle of it continually 
tJurning, and like the reft inhabited by the Por
tuguefe. Two leagues to the fomh of Fogo 
lies Brava, which has received its name from its 
fertility, abounding With. all kinds of fr\lit~, 

and 
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and watered with great numbers of fprings and 
brooks, bur, having neither harbour nor anchor
age, was at that time uninhabited. 

Drake, having fent out his boats with plum
mets to found, was not able to find any ground 
about it; and it is reported, that many experi
ments of the like kind have been made without 
fuccefs. However, he took in water fufficient; 
and on the 2dofFeb.ft:tfailforthe coaftofBrazil. 

On February the 17th, he palfed the equator, 
after being becalmed near three weeks, during 
which time they had dreadful ftorms of thunder 
with lightning, but without any memorable ac
cident, till, continuing their voyage, on March 28, 
one of their velfels with 28 men, and the greateft 
part of the frefh water on board, was, to their 
great difcouragement, feparated from them; 
but their perpleli:ity lafted not long, for on the 
next day they dlfcovered her, and !he again 
joined her alfociates. In their long (:ourfe, 
which gave them opportunities of obferving 
fev.eral animals, both in the air and w<\ter, at 
that time very little known, . nothing enter-, 
tained or furprized them more than the flying
filh, which is nearly of the fame [ize with a 
herring, and has fins of the length of his, ~hole 
body, by the help of which, when he is pur
fued by the benito (a large kind of n:tac1~areI,) 
as foon as he finds himfdf upon the point of 
being taken, he fprings up into the air, and flies 
forward as long as his wings continue wet, moif
ture being, as it feems, necelfary to make them 

plian; 
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pliant and_ moveable; and, when they become 
dry and ftiff, he falls down into the water, un
Iefs fome ve{fel intercepts him, and dips them 
again for a fecond flight. This unhappy ani.; 
mal is not only purfued by fillies in his natural 
element, but attacked in the air, where he hopes 
for fecurity, by the don or fpar kite, a great 
bird that preys upon fi{h; and their fpecies muft 
certainly be deftroyed, were not their increafe fo 
great, that the young fry, in one part of the 
year, covers that part of the fea. 

There is another fi{h, named the cuttle, of 
which whole {hoals will fometimes rife at once 
out of the water, and of which a great multi
tude fell into their {hip. 

At length, having failed without fight of land 
for 54 days, they arrived April the 5th on the 
coaft of Brazil. "In the mean while, you {hall 
.' hear, fays our author, what befd: Marter 
.. Drake, never leaving to feek and force upon 
" Mafter Doughty, found. in the end, this op
" portunity to degrade him. Whether of pur
H poiC, or his own voluntary, it chanced John 
., Brown tbe trumpet to go aboard the Pelican, 
" where, for that he had been long abfent, the 
" company offered him a hobbey, among the 
u which; Mafter Doughty putting in his hand, 
cc faid, Fellow John, you {hall have in my hand, 
" although it be but light amongft the reft ; 
" and fo laying his hand on his buttock, which 
" perceived of John Trumpet, he began to fWtar 
" wounds and blood to the company to let him 

" look, 
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.. loofe, for they are not all (faid he) the Gene .. 
" ral's friends that be here; and with that turn
U ed him to Mafrer Doughty, and faid unto 
" him, (as himfelf prefently after told me in the 
"prize) God's wounds, Doughty, what doft 
" thou mean to ute this familiarity with me, 
" conlidering thou art not the General's friend; 
., who anfwered him, What, fellow John! 
" what moves you to this, and to ufe thefe 
.. words to me, that am as good and as fure a 
" friend to my good General as any in this 
" place, and I defy him that {hall fay the con
"crary. But is the matter thus -? why yet, fel. 
" low John, I pray thee let me live until I come 
" into England. Thus, John Brown coming 
" again prefently aboard the prize, had not 
.. talked any long time with the General, but _ 
.. the boat went aboard and refred not, but 
.. prefently brought Mafrer Doughty to the 
" prize's fide, General Drake fitting in the 
" midfl: of his men, who hearing the boat at: 
" the {hip's fide fro ad up, and Malter Doughty 
" offering to take hold of (he {hip to have en. 
" tered, faid the General, Stay there, Thomas 
" Doughty, for I mull: fend you to another 
" place, and with tha.t commanded the mari .. 
" ners to row him on board the fiy.boat, faying 
" unto him, it was a place more fit for him 
" than that from whence he came: but Mafier 
" Doughty, ::lthough he craved to fpeak with 
.. the General, could not be permitted, neither 
.. would he hear him." Soon after this, the 

fly- boat 
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fiy-boat here Q1(;ptipned, (called the Swan,) 
was feparated fr.om them QY a viqlent florm, 
,. in· aU whofe abfence, fays our authorL the 
" General a.ever ceaCed to inveigh againtl .M,af
" ~er Doughty, terming him a conjurerllnd 
" a witch; and, at any time when we had foul 
" weather, he would fay that Tom. Doughty 
" was the occafion thereof, and that it cam.e 
"out of Tom. Doughty's capuCe, and would 
" avouch the fame with oaths." 

After the frorm above-mentioned, they fleered 
near the land to the fouth ward; and on ~he 14th 
anchored under a c;ape, wh~ch they afterwards 
called Cape Joy, becaufe in two days the veife! 
that was miffing returned to t/lem. Here they 
refrefhed their weary crews, a.nd took in frefh 
water; but, finding the country, though plea
fant, without inhabitants,.they weighed anchor, 
and, by running a little farther to the Couth ward, 
found a fmall harbour between a rock and the 
main, where the rock breaking the force of the 
fea, the fhips rode at anchor with the greateO: 
fecurity. On this rock they killed Ceveral feals, 
keeping them for food, and found them whole
fame, though not palatable. 

Their next courfe was directed to the great 
river of Plate, in 36 deg. of fomh latitude; but, 
not finding anchorage in that river, they failed in 
quell of a more convenient harbour, when they 
were fllrprized by a Cudden O:orm, in whi€h they 
again laO: fight of the fly-boat. This accident 
determined Drake to contracr the number of his 

VOL. I. I fhips, 
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fhips, that he might not only ~void the incon.., 
venience of fuchfrequent fepar~tiO.ns, but ea(e 
the labour of his men, by having ~ore hand,s 
in each veffel. For this purpofe he failed along 
the coall:; and on May the 13th difcovered a 
bay, which, though it promifed fair, he dur(1: 
not enter before it was examined: he, therefore:, 
ordered his boat to be hoifted out, and, taking 
the line into his own hand, went on founding 
the paffage till he was three leagues from his 
:(hip, when on a fudden the weather changed, 
the fides blackened, the wind rofe, and aU the 
ufual forerunners of a ftorm began to threaten 
them. Nothing was now thought of but the 
means of returning to the !hip; but the thick
nefs of the fog intercepting it from their fight, 
made the attempt almoll: impracticable. In this 
perplexity, which Drake was not more fenfible 
of than thofe whom he had left in the lhips, 
nothing was to be omitted, however dangerous, 
that might tend to extricate them from it. Cap
tain Thomas, therefore, having the lighteft 
veffel, fteered boldly into the hay, and, taking 
the Admiral on board, dropt anchor" and lay 
(lut of danger; while the rell: that were in the 
open fea fuffered much from the tempell:, aJ;ld 
the Mary, (the Portuguefe prize) was driven 
before the wind. The others, as foon as the 
tempell: was over, difcovering by the fires that 
were made on !hore where Drake was, repaired 
to him. 

Here 
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Here they met with no inhabitants, though 

there were feveral wigwams or huts ftanding, 
in which they found fome dried fowls, and 
among them oftriches, of which the thighs 
were as large as thofe of a {beep. Thefe birds 
are too unwieldy to rife from the ground; but 
with the help of their wings, or rather ftumps, 
they run fo fwifdy, that the Englifu could never 
come nea.r enough to fuoot any of them. 

Not finding this harbour convenient, or well 
ftored with woed and water, they left it on the 
J 5th of May, and on the 18th entered another 
much fafer and more commodious, which they 
no fooner arrived at, than Drake fent Winter to 
the fouthward in fearch of thofe fuips that were 
abfent, and immediately after failed himfelf to 
the northward. and happily meeting with the 
Swan, conducted her to the reft of the fleet; 
after which, in purfuance of his former refolu
tlon, he ordered her to be broken up, preferv. 
ibg the iron work for a future fupply. The 
other vefi'el which was feparated in the late 
ftorm, could not be difcovered .. Whiie they 
were thus employed upon an iOand about a 
mile from the main land, to which, at low wa
ter, there was a palfage on foot, they were dif
covered by the natives, who appeared upon a 
hill at a diftance, dancing, and holding up their 
hands, as beckoning to the Englifu to come to 
them, whirh Drake obferving, fent out a boat 
with knives, bells, and bugles, and fuch things 
as by their ufefulnefs or novelty he imagined 

1 2 would 
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T.rould be agreeable. As foon as the Englifh 
landed, they obferved two men running toward's 
them as deputed by the company, who came 
within a little diftance, and then ftanding ftill, 
c::ould not be prevailed upon to come nearer. 
The Englilh, therefore, tied their prefenrs to a 
pole, which they fixed in the ground, and then 
retiring, faw the Indians advance, who taking 
what they found upon the pole, left in return 
fuch feathers as they wore upon theif heads,. 
with a fmall bone about fix inches in length. 
carved round the top, and burnilhed. Drake 
obferving their inclination to friend1hip and 
traffic, advanced with fome of his company 
towards the hill, upun fight of whom the Indians 
ranged themfelves in a line from eaft to weft, 
and one of them running from one end of the 
rank to the other, back wards and forwards, 
bowed himfelf towards the rifing and fettlng 
of the fun, holding his hands over his head, and,. 
frequently,fbopping in the middle of the rank, 
leaped up t~wards the,moon, which theri fhone 
directly over their heads; thus calling the fun 
and moon, the deities they worfhip, to witnefs 
to the fincerity of their profeffions of peace 
and friendlliip. While this ceremony was per
formillg, Drake and his company afcended the 
hill, to the apparent terror of the Indians, whofe 
apprehenfions when the Englilli perceived, they 
peaceably retired, which g~ve the natives fo 
much encouragement, that they came forward 
immediately, and exchanged theif arrows, fea-

thers, 
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thers, and bones, for fuch trifles as were offered 
them. Thus they traded for fome time; but 
by frequent intercourfe, finding that no violence:: 
was intended, they became familiar, and ming
led with the Englilh without the Ie aft diftru1t. 
They go quite naked, except the 1kin of fome 
animals, which they throw over their Ihoulders 
when they walk or lie in the open air. They 
roll up their hair, which is very long, with a 
plume of oftrich's feathers, and ufually ftick 
their arrows in it, that they may not encumber 
them, they being made with reeds headed with 
flint, and therefore not heavy. Their bows are 
about an ell long. Their chief ornament is 
paint, which they ufe of feveral kinds, delinea
ting generally upon their bodies the figures of 
the fun and moon in honour of their deities. 

It is obfervable, that the inhabitants of moft 
nations amongft whom the ufe of doaths is un
known, paint their bodies. Such was the 
praCl:ice of the inhabitants of our own country. 
To this cuftom did our earlieft· enemies, the 
PiCl:s, owe their denomination. As it is not 
probable that caprice or fancy fhould be uni
form, there muft be doubtlefs fome reafon for a 
practice fo general, and prevailing in diftanc 
parts of the world which have no communica
rion with each other. The original end of 
painting their bodies was probably to exclude 
the cold; an end, which, if we believe fome rela
tions, is fo effectually produced by it, that the 
men thus painted never fhiver at the mof!: pie.rc. 

109 
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jng blafts : but, doubtlefs, any people fo harden .. 
ed by continual feverities, would, even without 
paint, be lefs fenfible of the cold than the· civi· 
lized inhabitants of the fame climate. How;. 
ever, this praCtice may contribute in fome de· 
gree to defend them from the injuries of win .. 
ter, and, in thofe climates where little evaporates 
by the pores, may be ufed with no great incon
venience: but in hot countries, where perfpira
tion in a greater degree is necelfary; the natives 
only ufe unction to preferve them from the 
other extreme of weather, or, more probably, 
from the inconvenience of the flies, which, were 
it not for that or fame luch defence. would be 
intolerable. 

Thefe favages had no canoes, like the other 
Indians, nor any method of croffing the water it 
which was probably the reafon why the birds in 
the adjacent ifiands were fo tame that they 
might be taken with the hand, having never 
been before frighted or mole1l:ed. The birds 
here fpoken of are, without doubt, the penguins, 
of which fo ample a dercription is given in the 
Voyages of Byron and Wallis. The great plenty 
of thefe fowls, and of the feals that were found 
every.where on the fhores of this coaft, contri
buted much to the refrefhment of the Englifh~ 
who named the bay where they then lay, Seat .. 
bay, from the number they there killed of thofc· 
animals. 

There feals feern to be the chief food of the 
native~; for the Engliih often found raw pieces 

or 
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of their flefh half eaten, and left, as they fup
pofed, after a full meal, by the favages, whom 
they 'never knew to make ufe of fire, or any art 
in dreffing or preparing their viCtuals. Nor were 
their other cuftoms lers wild or uncouth thall 
their way of feeding. One of them, having re
~eived a cap off the General's head, and being 
extremely pleafed as well with the honour as 
the gift, to exprefs his gratitude, retired to a 
little diftance, 'and thrufting an arrow into his 
leg, let the blood run lIpon the ground, teftify
ing, as it is probable, that he was ready to fhed 
his blood in his defence. 

When the Swan fly-boat was feparated from 
the fleet in the ftorm off the coaft of Brazil, the 
crew, defpairing of ever being able to rejoin it, 
began to be in fear for provifions. They were 
on a defart coaft, had no place of rendezvous, 
and were ignorant even of their place of defH
nation. In this untoward fituation a difpute 
arofe among the officers, of which the author of 
the manufcript before cited, gives the following 
relation :-He had already taken notice. that 
Mafter Thomas Doughty had been fent on 
board this veff'el as a kind of puniihmenc, and 
in truth fo it proved; for the mailer of the vef
fel, who feems alfo [0 have been the purfer, 
knowing upon what terms he ftood with Drake, 
took every occaGon to infult, or, as our author's 
phrafe is, to difcredit him; for thofe were al ... 
ways ranked among Drake's friends who were 
~nemies to Matter Doughty. "This man, 

" forereeing 
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" forefeeing that proviiions might run {bort, 
" put himfelf from the mefs of Mafter Doughty, 
" Captain Chefter, and the reft of the gentle
" men, and did fet himfeJf amongfr the failors, 
" nothing at all fparing, but rather augmenting 
" his own diet; but how fcantily thofe gentle
" men did fare, there be iome come home, that, 
c< except they will deny their own words, can 
." make relation thereof. 

"Mafrer Doughty,with MafterChefrer, whom 
" the General had made Captain of the fly-boat, 
" found themfelves fo ill ufed, that Mafi:er 
" Doughty accofi:ed his friend one day in thefe 
" words: I marvel, Mafrer Chefi:er, that you 
" will take it at his hands to be thus ufed, con
ce fidering that you were here authorized by the 
" General to be our Commander. And, at the 
" fame time, he fpoke to the Mafter, and told 
" him, that he ufed fo much partiality in the 
~, diftribution of his provifions, that the fame 
" could not be borne, conCidering the extremity 
" they were like to fall into for want of viCl:uals; 
" and that it was againfi: reafon that he and his 
" meifmates lhould be fo plentifully fed, while 
" others were at the point to ftarve. The Maf
" ter hereat putting himfelf in a rage, fwore that 
" fuch rafcals as he was lhould be glad to eat 
" the {boals (hufks) when he would have them. 
e< Mafi:er Doughty anfwered him again, that 
" reafon would will that he lhould be tlfed as 
~, well as ot,her men, conCidering his advantages. 
~' Thou any advantage here! replied the Maf-

C< ter, 
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" ter, I would not give a point for thee nor 
" thy advantages; and if ever thou comeft home 
" to enjoy any advantages, I will be trulTed up. 
" Then in multiplying words, and as 1 heard 
H .a blow or two paffing fletween them l theMaf
" ter, in the fpleen of his heart, looking at him 
.. with an evil eye. Tholl! will thou have vic
" tuals! thou lhalt be glad, if we do not meet 
" with the General, the rather to eat that falls 
" from my tail on the anchor-fluke ere thou 
" getteft home again. Then Mafter Doughty, 
" turning to Maller Cheftcr, [aid unto him, 
" Mafl:er Chefier, lc::t us not be thus ufed at 
U this knave's hands_ Lofe nothing of that au
" thority that the General committed unto you. 
" If you will, we will put the fword into your 
c. hands again, and you fual! have the govern
.. ment. This cafe I will aver to be true, for 
" ~here were two or three witnelTes fworn to 
" thefe articles, as fame of the fpecial matter 
" that he had to lofe his head for." 

It was not many days after this quarrel before 
the Swan fell in again with the fleet; when 
Drake, as has been faid, caufed her to be hauled 
on thore, fet on fil"@, and burnt; or, as othe~s 
fay, broke up and converted into fire-wood for 
the ufe of the fleet. 

Mr. Doughty, being here delivered from the 
fiy-boat, was again rellored to the Pelican, where 
the maficr with whom he had the difpute ap"' 
pears to have preferred a complaint againft him, 
and with fuch aggravations a~ he thouiht pro-

VOL.!. K pe~ 
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per to add; all which were favourably heard, 
and credit given to the whole relation by the 
General, who wanted only a pretence to per
{evere in his feverity to the man who, being 
once his favourite, was now become the object 
of his averfion. 

Doughty, provoked, no doubt, by the mifre
prefentations of the mafter, and the partiality 
with which they were heard, gave the General 
fome opprobrious language, adding, " that the 
" lighteLl: word that came out of his (Doughty's) 
" mouth was to be believed as foon as the Ge
" 'neral's oath. W hereupon the General did not 
" only ftrike him, but commanded him to be 
" bound to the mall:; for the accomplifhment 
" of which, the matter of the fly-boat took no 
" little pains. This happened as the two fhips 
" (the Pelican and the Canter) lay together; and 
" as foon as Doughty was releafed, he was put 
" into the Canter, although greatly againLl: his 
" will, for that he faid he knew them to be there 
" that fought his life, as namely the mafter of 
" the fly-boat, and fome other defperate and 
" unhoneLl: people; but would he or no, thi. 
" ther he muft, or eIfe the General fwore he 
" would lift him out with the tackle, and for 
" that purpofe commanded the tackle to be 
" loofed. Thus aboard the Canter he went, and 
" his brother John Doughty with him." The 
Canter was a vell"el taken from the Spaniards on 
the coail: of Africa. 

While 
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While they lay in this harbour. there is one 

remarkable incident related by this author that 
deferves particular notice, as it tends to illufl:rate 
the previous fl:eps that were purfued to accom
plifh the ruin of this unfortunate gentleman. 

" On board rhe fly boat, fays he, was one 
,< Thomas Curtle, who fome time had been 
" Captain of the Pelican under Drake, with 
" whom the General had been tampering. 
" This man came out from him in great wrath, 
" and offering to go over to the main, between 
" the which, and the il1and where they then lay, 
.< was (as has been faid) but a /hallow water. 
" He, fianding well nigh up to the middle in 
" the water wirh his piece, uttered thefe words, 
" Well, my Mafiers, quoth he, I find I am 
" heavily borne with here, becaufe 1 will not 
" accufe this gentleman (meaning Doughty) of 
~, that, as 1 take God to witnefs, I know not by 
" him; and, therefore, [ declare before you all, 
" that, whatloever becomes of me, I never knew 
" any thing by him but to be the General's 
" friend; and, rather than I will bide this hard 
" countenance at the General's hands, 1 will 
" yield myfdf into cannibal's hands; and fo I 
" pray YOll all to pray for me." 

After this public declaration the man depart
ed; and, having rt:ached the oppoGte fhare, he 
went up into the country, where firing his piece 
to bring the natives to him, Drake taking it for 
a fignal that he wanted to return, fene a boat 
over co the main, and brought him back. 

K 2 Jufi 
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J uft before their departure from this harbour~ 

which lay in a bay a little to the foUthward of 
Cape Hope, "Captain Drake himfdf came on 
" board the Elizabeth, and calling all the com~ 
~, pany together, told them, that he was to fend 
" thither a couJDle of men, the which he diq 
" not know how to carry along with him this 
" voyage, and go thro' therewithal, as namelY2 
" quoth he, Thomas Doughty, who is a corn
u motionerand a feditious fellow, and a very bad 
~. and lewd fellow, and one tbat I have made that 
" reckoning of as of my left hand; and his bro
" ther the young DDughty, a witch, a poifoner, 
cc and fuch a one as the world cannot judge 
" of, having his knowledge from the devil; 
" and fo warning the company that none fhould 
" fpeak to them, nor ufe any conference with 
" them; if they did, he would hold them as 
" his enemies, and enemies to the voyage. 
" And he willed that great care fhould be taken 
" that they fhoulci neither write nor read; and 
" then he declared what wealth the worft boy 
" in the fleet filOuld get by this voyage, and 
" how the wora: boy fhould never need to go 
" again to fea, but fhould be able to live in 
" England wi:h a right good gentleman; for2 

t' quoth he, YOli fhall fee that we will have 
" gold comt:: as plentiful as wood into the fhips. 
" H:wing finilhed his fpeech, he departed, and 
~, fhorcly after rent the {aid Thomas Doughty 
f' and his brother aboard the Elizabeth, com· 
~~ manding them, as th~y wOl,lld anf wer it with 

~, \h\* 
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U their lives, not to fet pen to paper, nor yet to 
" read but what every man might underftand 
~~ and fee. And fure, adds our author, their 
4' entertainment there was accordingly; for 
~, men dudl: not fpeak to them, although wil
~, lingly perhaps they would; and as their fare 
cc was with the Iimpleft in the {hip, fo was their 
H lodging. But he, Thomas Doughty, having 
" agreed with the boatfwain of the {hip for ~ 
~, cabin which frood, God knows, in an uncom
" fortable room, yet muft he pay 3 I. for the 
" fame in England. But what came of this to 
" the poor fellow! he was fain for his friendly 
" uIing him to lofe his office, and continue in 
~, heavy difpleafure." 

Having ftaid fifteen days in the harbour, 
during which time they continued their friendly 
intercour[e with the favages, on June the 3d 
they fet fail towards the South Sea, and fix days 
afterwards ftopt at a little bay to break up the 
Chriftopher, which from the [mallnefs of its 
fize was found incapable of living in thofe boif
terous feas, of which, before they entered them, 
they had conceived no adequate idea. Then 
pailing on, they found it neceffary to caft anchor 
in another bay, with a view to recover the Por· 
tuguefe prize, which was feparated from them in 
the ftorm of the 27th of April, and had not yet 
rejoined them. To return in fearch of it was 
fufficiently mortifying; to proceed without it, 
was not only to deprive themfelves of a can Ii
~r;r~ble Frt of their force, but to expofe their 

friends 
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friends and companions, who had voluntarily 
embarked on board her, to certain death or 
certain captivity. This confideration prevail
ed; and, therefore, Of} the 18th, after prayers 
to God, with which Drake (for example's fake) 
never forgot to begin an enterprize, he put to 
fea, and the next day near Port Julian difcovered 
their afTociates, whofe fhip was now grown leaky, 
havingfuffered much in the firft ftorm by which 
they were feparated, and afterwards in the fruit
lefs attempts to regain the fleet. Drake, there
fore, being defirous to relieve their fatigues, en
tered Port Julian. They no fooner landed than 
they were accofted by two of the natives, of 
whom Magellan left a very terrible account, 
having defcribed them as a nation of giants and 
monfters: nor did they find his narrative entirely 
without foundation; for the leaft of thofe they 
faw was larger and taller than the largeft of 
their company. The two who accofted the 
Englilh appeared much pleafed with their new 
guefts, received willingly whatever was given 
them, and very exaCtly obferved every thing 
that pafTed, feeming more particularly delighted 
with feeing Oliver. the mafter-gunner, fhoot an 
Englilb arrow. They fhot themfelves likewife 
in emulation, but their arrows always fell to the 
ground far fhort of his. 

Soon after this friendly conteft came another, 
who, obferving the familiarity of his country
men with the ftrangers, appeared much dif
rleafed; and, as the Englilbmen perceived, en-

deavoured 
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cleavoured to perfuade them from fuch an in
tercourfe. What effect his arguments had was 
foon after apparent; for another of Drake's 
companions, being defirous to {bew the third 
Indian a fpecimen of the Englifh valour and 
dexterity, attempted likewife to {boot an arrow; 
but, drawing it with his full force, burft the 
bow-firing: upon which, the Indians, who were 
unacquainted with their other weapons, imagin
ing them difarmed, followed the company as they 
were walking negligently down towards their 
boat, and let fly their arrows, aiming particularly 
at Winter, who had the bow in his hand. He. 
finding himfelf wounded in the {boulder, endea
voured to refit his bow; and, turning about, 
was pierced with a fecond arrow in the breafr. 
Oliver, the gunner, immediately prefented hj~ 
piece at the infidious affailants, which failing to 
take fire, gave them time to level another flight 
of arrows, by which he was killed; nor, per
haps, had any of them efcaped, furprized and 
unprepared as they were, had not Drake anima
ted their courage, and direCl:ed their motions, or
dering them, by perpetually changing their 
places, to elude as much as might be the aim 
of their enemies, and to defend their bodies with 
their targets; and inftruCl:ing them by his own 
example to pick up and break the arrows as 
they fell, which they did with fo much diligence 
that the Indians were foon in danger of being 
difarmed. Then Drake himfeJf taking the gun, 
which Oliver had fo unluccefsfully attempted 

to 



72 SIR FRANCIS DRAKEfs VOYAGE~. 
to make ufe of, difcharged it at the Indian that 
firft began the fray and had killed the gunner, 
aiming it fo happily that the hail-alOt, with 
which it was loaded, tore open his belly, and 
forced him to fuch terrible outcries, that the 
Indians, th~ugh their numbers increafed, and 
many of them {hewed themfelves from different 
parts of an adjoining wood, were too much ter
rified to renew the affault; and fuffered Drake 
without moleftation to withdraw his wounded 
friend, who, being hurt in his lungs,languifhed 
two days, and then dying, was interred with his 
companion with the ufual ceremony of a mili
tary funeral. 

They {hid here two months after this quar
rel, without receiving any other injury from 
the natives, in which time they difcovered the 
gibbet on which Magellan had formerly execu
ted fome of his mutinous company, and where 
&, Drake, according to the writers of the Bio
&< graphia Britannica, did the leaft commendable 
" aCtion of his life, in executing Mr. John 
&, Doughty, a man next in authority to him
~, [elf; in which, however, he preferved a great 
U appearance of juftice." 

To clear this matter fully, it will be necefrary 
to bring together the fubftance of what thefe 
authors have faid on the fllbjeCt, and then to 
add the plain relation from the manufcript .a~ 
ready quoted. 

& Here it was (at Port St. Julian,) fay thefe 
~ writers, that on a fudden, having carried the: 

~ prin-
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, principal perfons engaged in the fervice to a 
, defart iOand lying in the bay, he called a kind 
, of council of war, or rather court-martial, where 
, heexpofed his com.miffion,by which the Queen 
, granted him the power of life and death, which 
, was delivered him with this remarkable ex
, preffion from her own mouth; We do account 
, that he, Drake, who /lrikes at thee, doe.rjlrike at 

us. He then laid open, with great eloquence, 
, (for, though his education was but indifferent, 
, he had a wonderful power of fpeech) the caufe 
, of this affembly. He proceeded next to charge 
, Mr. John Dou;;hty, who had been Jecond in com
, mand during the whole voyage, when Drake was 
, prefent, and firft in his abfence, with plotting 
, the deftrllction of the undertaking, and the 
, murder of his perron. He faid he had the firft 
, notice of this gentleman's bad intentions before 
, he left England; but that he was in hopes his 
, behaviour towards him would have extin
, guilhed fuch dirpolition, if there had been any 
, truth in the information. He then appealed 
, for his behaviour to the whole alTembly, and to 

, the gentleman accllfed. He next expofed his 
, practices from the time that he left I::'ngland, 
, while he lived towards him with all the kind
, ntis and cordiality of a brother; which charge 
, he fllpported by producing papers under his 
, own hand, to which Mr. Doughty added a full 
, and free confeffion. After this, the Captain, 
, or, as in the language of thofe times he is call
f ed, the General, quitted the place, telling the 

VOL. I. ~ , alrembly 
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, afiembly he expeCted that they lhouJd pafs a 
• verdiCt upon him, for he would be no judge 
, in his own c:lllfe. Camden, as the reader will 
, fee, fays, that he tried him by a jury; but~ 
• other accounts affirm, that the whole forty 
, perfons of which the CGurt was compofed, had 
, judged him to death, and gave this in writing 
• under their hands aond feals, leavincr the time 

b . 

< and manner of it to the General. Mr. Doughty 
C himfeJf faid, that he ddired rather to die by 
• the hands ofjuftice than to be hi, own execu~ 
'tior~er. Upon thi" Captain Drake, having 
, maturely weighed the whole mateer, prefented 
c three points to' Mr. Doughty's choice; tirft, 
, to be executed upon the iQand where they 
co were; next, to be fet on fuore on the main 
, land; or, laftly, to be fent hometo abide the 
, jultice of his country. He defired he might 
• have till the next day to confider of thde, 
• which was allowed him, and then, giving his 
c reafons for rejeCting the two laft, he declared 
, that he made the tirf!: his choice; and, havin3 

received the facrament with the General, from 
C the hands of Mr. Francis Fletcher, Chaplain 

to the fleet, and made a full confemon, his head 
, was cut off with an axe by the Provoft-Mar-
C fual, July the 2d, I 57~. . 

, As to the imputation which this matter 
, brought upon Drake, we will firft cite wh;t 
i Camden fays of this tranfaClion: " On the 
., 26th of April, entering into the mouth of the 
~: river of Plate, he faw an infinite number of 

.. ' :fe;'.o 
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~< fea-calves; from thence failing into the haven 
" of St. Julian he found a gibbet, fet up, as it 
" was thought, by Magellan for the punifhment 
" of certain mutineers. In this very place John 
" Doughty, an inclui'rrious and ftout man, and 
" the next unto Drake; was· called to his trial 
" for raifing a mutiny in the fleet, found guilty 
" by twelve men after the Englifn manner, and 
" cow'C' .• ned to death, which he fuffered un
e< dauntedlJ, bting beheaded, having fidl: re
-, ceived the hely communion with Drake. 
" And, indeed, the moO: impartial per[ons in the 
" fleet were of cpinion, that he had aCled fed i
" tiouOy, and that Drake cut him off as an 
" emulator of his glory, and one that regarded 
" not [0 much who he him[e1f excelled in com
" mendation for rea matters, as who he thought 
" might equal him; yet wanted there not rome 
" who, pretending to underftand things better 
" than others, gave out that Drake had in 
" charge from Leicefter to take off Doughty 
" upon any pretence whatever, becaufe he had 
" reported that the Earl of Effex was made 
" away by the cunning praCtices of that Earl." 

, We find this matter, add the writers jufl: 
, cited, touched in fi;veral other books, and 
, particularly in two, which were written on 
, purpore to expore the Earl of Leicefter, and, 
, perhaps, deferving the lefs credit for that reafon. 

, It may be offered in defence of Sir Francis 
Drake, that this man was openly put to death; 

, after as fair a trial as the circumftances of time 
L 1 ' and 
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, and 1,lace would permit; that he fubmitted 
, patiently to his fentence, and received the fa
, crament with Drake, whom he embraced im
, mediately before his execution. Befides thefe, 
·c there are two points that deferve particular 
, conlideration: firft, that, in fuch expeditions, 
, ftriCt difcipline, and legal feverity, are often 
, abfolutely nect'ffary; fecondly, that, as to 
, the Earl of Effex, for whofe death Doughty 
, had expreffed concern, he was Drake's firft 
, patron, and it is, therefore, very improbable 
, he fhould deftroy a man for endeavouring 
, to deteCt his murderer. We may add to all 
C this, if liberty may be indulged to ~onjeaures, 
C that this man, prefuming upon the Earl of Lei. 
, ceiter's favour (who very probably impofed 
, him upon Drake to be rid of him,) was from 
, thence encouraged to form deligns againft 
, Drake; and this might alfo be the reafon 
, which hindered him from inclining to an ab
, folute pardon, as doubting whether it was 
, pollible to truft one who had fo far abufed his 
C confidence already, and whofe known intereft 
, with fo great a man might always enable him 
, to find inftruments, in cafe he was wicked 
, enough to enter upon frefh intrigues.' 

We {hall jult remark upon what is above 
quoted, that the authors do not feem to have 
been well informed; for they have all along 
imputed to John Doughty what related to his 
brother Thomas; and, if credit may be given to 
the author of the manufcript (John Cook by 

.name,) 
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name), this unfortunate Thomas fell a facrifice 
to Drake's refentment. "On this ifland in Port 
" St. J ulian,fays he, paffed many matters, which, 
" I think, God would not have to be concealed, 
.. efpecially for that they tended to murder; 
" for he (Drake) fpewed out againft Thomas 
.. Doughty his venom. Here he ended all his 
.. conceived hatred, not by courtefy and friendly 
" reconcilement, but by moft tyrannical blood-
4, fpilling; for he was never quiet while he lived, 
4, who in wifdom and hondl: government as far 
" furpafTed him, as he in tyranny furpafTed all 
•• men. The world never committed a faa like 
" unto this; for here he murdered him that, if 
" he had well looked unto himfelf, had been a 
" more fure and ftedfaft friend unto him than 
" ever was Pythias to his friend Damon, as I 
" think the fequel of this cafe will thew. 

" The laft day of Jurle, the General himfelf, 
" being fet in place of judgment, and having 
" the whole company brought on fhore, and 
" having Captain ] oho Thomas fet c10fe by 
" him, who opened a bundle of papers that were 
" rolled up together, wherein was written divers 
.. and fundry articles, the which, before they 
.. were read, the General fpoke un to the pur
" port of them, and turning himfelf to Thomas 
c< Doughty, who was there prefent, being before 
" brought thither more like a thief than a gen
" tleman of honeft converfation, he began his 
co charge thus: Thomas Doughty, you have 
., here fought by divers means, in as much as 

" yol,J 
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" you may, to difcredit me, to the great hin'; 
" derance and overthrow of this voyage; be
e< fides other great matters with which I have 
" to charge you, the which, if you can clear 
" yourfelf of, you and I fhall be very good 
" friends; whereof if you cannot, you have 
" deferved death. Mafter Doughty anfwered; 
" It ihould never be approved that he had me
" rited ill by undertaking any villainy towards 
" him, By whom, quoth the General, will you 
" be tried? Why, good General, faid he, let 
" me live to come unto my country, and I will 
" there be tried by her Majefty's laws. Nay, 
" Thomas Doughty, faid he, I will here im
" pannel a jury on you, to enquire into thofe 
" matters that I have to charge you withal. 
" Why, General, replied Doughty, I hope you 
" will fee your commiffion be good. I'll war
" rant you, anfwered the General, my Com
" miffion is good enough. I pray you then let 
" us fee it, faid Mafter Doughty; it is neceffary 
" that it ihould be here fhewn. Well, quoth 
" he, you ihall not fee it. Then, addreffing 
" himfelfto the company, You fee, my Mafters; 
" how this fellow is full of prating, bind me his 
" arms, for I will be fafe of my life. My Maf
" ters, you that be my good friends, Thomas 
" Good, Gregory--, you there, my friends, 
" bind him; fo they took and bound his arms be
" hind him. Then he uttered divers furious 
" words unto Thomas Doughty, as charging 
" him to be the man that poifoned my Lord of 

~, Effex;, 
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" Eifex; whereas Mafter Doughty avouched it 
" to his face, that he was the man that brought 
" the General firft to the prefence of my Lord in 
"England. Tholl bring ME, quoth the Ge
" neral, to my Lord! See, my Mafters, fee 
" here how he goerh about to difcredit me. 
" This fellow with my Lord was never of any 
"eftimation. I think he never came about 
.. him as a gentleman; for I that was daily with 
" my Lord never faw him there above once, 
" and that was long after my entertainment 
" with my Lord. 

" Then, in fine, was there a jury called,. 
" whereof Malter John Winter was foreman. 
" Then by John Thomas were the articles read 
" unto them, even once over for a laft farewel, 
" for fear that men fhould have carried them 
" away by memory; all which appeared to 
" conliO: of words of unkindnefs, and to pro~ 

" ceed of fome choler when the prifoner was 
" provoked, all which Doughty did not greatly 
" deny; until at length came in one Edward 
" Bright, whofe honeO:y of life I have nothing 
" to do with, who faid, Nay, Thomas Doughty, 
" we have other matter for you yet, that will 
" a little nearer touch you. It will i'faith bite 
" you to the girfkin. I pray thee, Ned Bright, 
" faid the prifoner, charge me with nothing but 
" truth, and fpare me not. Then John Thomas 
" read further for his laft article to conclude 
'" the whole withal, That Thomas Doughty 
!I !h9.uld fiy to Edward Bright, in Maller 

" Drake's. 
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" Drake's garden, that the Queen's Majefty 
" and Council would be corrupted. So Bright 
" holding up his finger, faid, How like ye this 
c, gare, firrah? Why, Ned Bright~ faid Mal: 
" ter Doughty, what fhould induce thee thus to 
" belye me ? thou knoweft that fuch familiarity 
" was neva between thee and me: but it may 
co be, that 1 have faid, jf we brought home gold, 
e, we fhould be the better welcome; but yet 
" this is more than I do remember. Then it 
U came out, on farther evidence, that Mafter 
c, Doughty fhould fay, that my Lord Treafurer 
" had a plot of the prefenc voyage. No, that 
co he hath not, quoth General Drake. The 
e, other replied, that he had, and had it of him. 
c, See, my Mafl:ers, faid Drake, what this fellow 
" hath done, God will have his treachery ali 
" known; for her Majefty gave me fpecial 
c, commandment, that of all men my Lord 
c, Treafurer fhould not know it; but you fee 
" his own mouth hath betrayed him: fo this 
c, was a fpecial article againft him to hurt his 
" throat, and greatly he feemed to rejoice at 
~' this advantage. 

" Then Mafter Doughty offered him, if he 
" would permit him to live, and to anfwer 
" thefe objeCtions in England, he would fet his 
" hand to whatfo was there written, or to any 
" thing elft! that he would fer down. Well, 
" once let thefe men, quoth the General, firft 
e' filIId whether you are guilty in this or no, 
" and then we will talk further of the matter. 

"And 
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Ie And then he delivered (after they . had all 
" taken their oaths given by John Thomas) 
" the bills of indictment, as I may term them, 
" unto Mr. John Winter, who was foreman of 
., this inqueft. Then Mafter Leonard Vicary, 
« a very affured friend of Mafter Thomas 
" Doughty's, faid unto him, General. this is 
.. not law, nor agreeable to juftice, that you 
., offer. I have not to do with you crafty lawyers, 
" neither do I care for the law; but I know 
" what I will do. Why, quoth Mafter Vi cary, 
" who was one of his jury, I know not how we 
" may anfwer his life. Well, Mafter Vicary, 
" quoth he, you !hall not have to do with his 
4' life; let me alone with that; you are but to 
" find whether he be guilt)' in thefe articles that 
" here are objeCted againft him, or no. 'Vhy, 
" very well, faid Mafter Vicary, then there is, 
" I truft, no matter of death. No, no, Mafter 
" Vicary, quoth he; fo with this the jury went 
" together, finding all to be true, without any 
., doubt or ftop made, but only to that article 
" that Edward Bright had objected againft 
.c him; for it was doubted of fome whether 
cc Bright were fufficient with his only word to 
., caft away the life of a man. And truly it did 
" argue fmall honefty' in a man to conceal 
" fuch a matter if it had been fpoken in Eng
" land, and to utter it in this place where will 
" was law, and reafon put in exile; for, an ho
" neft fubject would not have concealed [uch 
" matter, which made fome doubt of an honeft 

VOL. I. M ~~ dealing;. 
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"dealing. But, to ~e brief, anfwer was made, 
., that Bright was a very hone1l: man; and fo 
" the verdiCt being given in, it was told to the 
"General, that there was doubt made of 
.. Bright's honefl:y. Why, quoth Maner 
" Drake, I dare to fwear that what Ned Bright 
.. has faid is very true (yet within a fortnight 
.. after, the fame Bright was in fuch difiiking 
" with him, as he feemed to doubt his life; and 
" having difplaced him of the Pelican, and put 
" him into the Marygoid, he gave for reafon, 
" that himfdf would be fafe, and he would 
" put him far enough from him.) Thus hav
" ing received in ttIe verdict, he rofe off the 
" place, and departed towards the water-fide, 
.. where, calling all the company with him, ex
" cept Mafttr Thomas Doughty and his bro
" ther, he there opened a certain bundle of 
" letters and bills, and, looking on them, faid, 
" God's will! I have left in my cabin that I 
" fhould elpecially have had (as if he had there 
" forgotten his Commiffion:) but, whether he 
" forgot his Commiffion or no, he much forgot 
" himfelf, to fit as Judge without /hewing that 
" he had any; but, truly, 1 think he /hewed to 
" the uttermoll what he had: for here he 
" fhewed forth, fir1l:, letters that were written, 
.. as he [aid, by Mafter HankiO$ to my Lord 
" of Effex for his entertainment; fecondly, he 
" fhewed letters of thanks from my Lord 
" of Effex unto Maner Harkins, for preferring 
" fo good a fervitor unto him, and how much 

" he 
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CC he had pleafured him; then read the let
" ters that pall: from niy Lord of Effex unto 
" Secretary Walfingham in his great commen
" dation; then fhewed he letters of Mafter 
" Hatton's unto himfelf, tending for the accep
" tance of his men John Thomas and John 
" Brewer, for their well uf'lge in this voyage; 
" and, laftly, he- read a bill of her Majefty's 
" adventure of a thoufand crowns (but I moll 
" marvelled that fo many noblemen and gentle
" men did leave their letters in his hands, ex
" cept it were to fhew in this place for his cre
U dit.) So when he had all done, he faid, Now, 
" my Mafters, you may fee whether this fellow 
'" hath fought my difcredit or no, and what 
" fhould hereby be meant but the very over
" throw of the voyage; as, firft, hy taking away 
" of my good name, and altogether difcrediting 
" me, and thm my lire, which I being bereav
.' ed of, what then will you do? You will fain 
" one to drink another's bl()od, and fo to return 
" again unto your own country; you will never 
" be able to find the way thither. And now, 
" my Mailers, confider what a great voyage we 
" are like to make, the like was never made out 
" of England; fur by the [arne the worll in this 
" fleet fhall become a gentleman; and, if this 
" voyage go not forward, which I cannot fee 
" how poffibly it fhould, if this man live, what 
" a reproach it will be, not only unto our 
"country, but efpecially unto us, the very 
" fimpldt -here may confider of. Therefore, 

M 2 " my 
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" my Mafters, they that think this man worthy 
" to die, let them with me hold up their hands; 
" and, they that think him not worthy to die, 
" hold down their hands; at the which, divers 
" that envied his fOrlper felicity, held up their 
" hands; lome others, again, for fear of his fa
u vouritry, flicked not to lift their hands, a~

" though againft their hearts;> but fome, again, 
" lifted up their hands and very hearts unto the 
" Lord, to deliver us of this tyrannous and cruel 
" tyrant; who upon the fame, coming to his for
e< mer judgment-feat, pronouned him the child 
" of death, ~nd perfuaded him withal, that he 
,~ would by this means make him the fervant oC 
" God: and faid farther, if any man could, be
" tween thili and next meeting, deviti:: any way 
" that might fave his life, he would hear it; and 
" wifhed himfelf to devife fome way for his ow~ 
"fafeguard. Well, General, quoth he, feeing 
" It IS come to this pafs, that I fee you would. 
" have me made away, I pray you carry me with 
" you to Peru, and there let me ·afhore. No, 
" truly, Mafter Doughty, I cannot anfwer it to' 
" her Majefty, if I fhould fo do; but, how fay 
" you, Thomas Doughty, if any man will war
" rant me to be fafe from your hands, and will 
" undertake to keep you fure, you fhall fee 
" what I will fay unto you. Mailer Doughty 
" then calling on Mafter Winter, faid unto him, 
" Mafter Winter, will you be fo good as to un~' 
" dertake this for me? Then Mafler Winter faid 
!G. unto Mafler Dra.ke, that he fuould be fafe of 

, ~, hi~ 
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t' his periOn, and he would warrant him, if he 
~'did c!)mmit him to his cuftorly. Then Drake, 
~. a little pauLing, faid, See then, my Mafters~ 
U we muft thus do; we muil nail him clofe un
U der the hatches, and return home again with
u out making any voyage, and if you will do 
" fo, then fpeak your minds. Then a company 
~, of defperate bankrupts that could not live in 
" their own country without the fpoil of that 
" as others had got by the fweat of their brows. 
" cried, God forbid, good General! which voice 
~. was no lefs attentively heard, for there needed 
" no fpur to a willing horfe. Thus, telling 
" Mafter Doughty to prepare for his death, and 
" having given him one whole day's refpite to 
" fet all things in order, he rofe and departed. 
" promifing that his continual prayers to God 
~, Jhould not ceafe, that it would pleafe God to 
" put it into his head how he might do him good: 
" but he had fo often before fworn that he 
" would hang him, that 1 think at this prefent 
" he meant to do him little good. Thus Mal: 
" ter Doughty continuing all this night, the 
" next day, and the fecond night in his prayers, 
" except fome fmall time that he ufed in fetting 
" his wordly bufinefs in fome way, and dit1:ri
" buting to fuch as he thought goud, fueh thi,;?~ 
" as he then had with him, was the 2J day of 
" July commanded to prepare himfdf, and co 
" make ready to die. Then mafter Doughty, 
4' with a more chearflll countenance then ever 
!~ he had in all his life, to the 1how, as one t'iut 

, " did 
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" did altogether contemn life, prayed him, thar; 
" ere he died, he might receive the facrament ; 
~, which was not only granted, but Drake him
" felf offered to accompany him to the Lord's 
~, Table, for the which Mai1:er Doughty gave 
" him hearty thanks, never worfe terming him 
" than my good Captain. Mafter Drake offer
~. ed him withal to make choice of his own 
" death, and for that he faid he was a gentle
" man he fuould but lofe his head, the which 
" kind of death was moft agreeable to his mind, 
" in as much as he muft needs die. And, truly, 
" I heard fay, that Mafter Drake offered him, 
" if he would, that he fuould be fuotten to 
" death with a piece, and that he himfelf would 
" do that exploit, and fo he fuould die by the 
" hands of a gentleman. But"in fine, they to
u gether received the Lord's Supper; the which, 
" I do ever affure myfelf, that he did take with 
" as uncorn1pted a mind as ever did any inno
" cent of the world; for he, fure, fuewed him
~, felf to have all his affiance and only tmft·in-
" Goq; he fuewed himfelf fo valiant in this 
" extremity as the world might wonder at it ; 
" he feemed to have conquered death itfdf, and 
" it was not feen, that on all this day before his 
co death, that ever he altered one jot of his 
" countenance, but kept it as ftaid and firm as 
" if he had fome meiTage to deliver to fome 
.. nobleman. They having thus received the 
" facrament, there was a banquet made, fuch as 
~, ~he place mi~ht yield, and there they dined 
-. " together, 
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" together, in which time, the place of execu
" tion being made ready, after dinner, as one 
" not willing any longer to delay the time, he 
" told the General, that he was ready as foon 
" as pleafed him; but prayed him, that he 
" might fpeak alone with him a few words, 
" with the which they talked a-part the [pace 
" of half a quarter of an hour, and then with 
" bills and ftaves he was brought to the place 
" of execution, where he {hewed himfelf no lefs 
" valiant than all the time before; for, firft, 
" here kneeling on his knees, he firft prayed 
" for the Q?een's Majefty of England his So
" vereign Jady and miftrefs; he then prayed 
" to God for the happy fLlcccefs of this voyage, 
" and prayed to God to turn it to the 'profit of 
" his cOLlntry: he remembered alio therein di
" vers his good friends, and efpecially Sir 
" William Winter, praying Mafter John Win
" ter to commend him to that good Knight; 
" all which he did with fo chearful a counte
" nance, as ifhe had gone to fame great prepared 
" banquet, the which, I fme think, that he was 
" fully n:folved that God had provide~ for 
" him; fo, at the laft, turning to the General, 
" he prayed him that he might make water ere 
" he died, for, quoth he, the flefh is frail, and 
" withal turned him about and did fo; and, 
" coming again, faid, Now, truly, I may fay as 
" faid Sir Thomas More, that he that cuts off 
" my head {hall have little honefl:y, my neck is 
" fo iliort: So turning him, and looking about 

" on 
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" on the whole company, he defired them all 
'" to forgive him, and efpecialty {oltle that he 
6, did perceive to have difpleafare borne them 
" for his fake, whereof Thomas Cuttle was 
~, one, Hugh Smith was another; and diver. 
" others: whereupon, Smith prayed him to fay 
., before the 'General then, whether ever they 
" had any conference together that might re
" dound to his (the General's) prejudice or de
c. triment.. He declared it at his death, that 
" neither he, nor any man elfe, ever prad:ifed 
" any treachery towards the General with him; 
" neither did he himfelf ever think any villain
" ous tho\Jght againft him. Then he prayed 
.. the General to be good unto the fame HugH 
c. Smith, and to forgive him for his fake. 5u 
" the Genera.l faid; Well, Sm.ith, for Mafter 
,t Doughty's fake, and at his requeft, I forgive 
U thee; but become an hone1l: man hereafter. 
U So then, Mafter Doughty embracihg the Ge
" oeral, naming him his good' Captain-, bid him 
" fa.rewe1; and fo bidding the wlr>fe company 
" farewe). he laid his head to the block, the 
" which being thicken off, Drake moft de
U fpitefully made the head to be taken up 
u and 1hewed to the whole company, himfelf 
" faying, See, this is the end of traitors! So 
" he being buri~d, and thofe things finifhed, 
" the whole company being together, Mafter 
" Drake ptotefted before God. that whofoever 
U he was who 1hould offend but the eighth part 
u that Thomas Doughty had done, ihould die 

~' for 
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(~ for it. He alfo proteiled, and fwore by the 
" life of God, and the bleIfed facrament which 
" he that day had received, that whofoever he 
" were within the fleet that did give another a 
" blow, filOUld lofe his hand, without exception 
" of any; and yet, the next day, it fortunr.ti 
"that Mailer Doughty's younger brother, 
" walking both filently and mournfully, as 
" well for remembrance of his brother's late 
" death, as alfo weighing the imminent peril 
" over his own head, (as what has been already 
'"' faid and the prefent confequence may pur
" port), there comes unto him this Edward 
" Bright, the chief infl:rument of his Brother's 
" death, faying unto him, God's wounds! tholl 
" villain, what knoweil thou by my wife? and 
" withal {huck at him with his ruler, as of plIr
" pofe to pick a quarrel, to haften his end alto. 
~, Why, Ned Bright, quoth he, tholl feeil in 
" what cafe '1 am, I pray thee let me alone; 
~, and withal bore off the blow with his arm, 
" wherewith the nll~r broke: but Bright, feem
c' ing very furious, thrufr him in the face with 
" the piece that remained in his hand, the fplin. 
" ters whereof entered an inch into his face; 
" prefently lIpon the which, he went unto the 
" General to complaip of Bright. Why, John 
" Doughty, quoth he, without having any re
" gard of his oath the day before made, Ned 
" Bright will be open to your revenge in Eng
~. land; for, I dare fay, thy brother did belye 
~. her, when he faid that fue had an ill name in 

Y ()L .• I. N. ~~ Gam-
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~'Cambridge. Then might every man per~ 
" ceive the little-meant honefiy." 

From this plain narrative of the trial and exe-: 
cut ion of Doughty, of the genuinenefs of whicq 
there cannot be the leall: doubt, as the conco
mitant little circumll:ances all c~ncur to confirm 
the author both an eye and ear witQefs of wha~ 
he has rdated, there is reafon to believe, tha~ 
the fuccefs of the voyage covered the iniquity 
pf the undertaker; and that the immenfe- booty 
which Drake brought to England, enabled him 
to ftifie the complaints of individuals; 'and, by 
a proper addrefs, eo convert the acts of oppref-: 
fion, murder and pyracy, of which he was 
guilty, into fo many deeds of necelTary duty, i~ 
order to the accomplilhment of the main objeCt, 
the acquilirion of wealth at the qpence of ho-, 
nell:y. ' . 

That Drake never had a CommilIion from the 
Queen, as his frlt'nd, would fuggeft, appears not 
only from his not producing it at the trial of 
Doughty (which can hardly be jull:ified, in con~ 
tempt to the prifoner), but from his not pro
ducing it upon ano.ther occafion, when, as lhall 
be lhewn iml/ledialely, he vauntingly produceq 
other credeMials of far lefs moment, in order to 
juLlify his conduct, and give him credit with hi~ 
~ompany. The ftory, then, of the remarkabl~ 
words foifted ineo the mouth of his Sovereign, 
~nd recited by' his biographer, i~ as [alfe as in~ 

.conlill:ent with the character of that wife Prin
fefs, wh,o, though ther~ is realon from her aft~r-

conduc~ 
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tonduCl: to conclude that fhe was privy to th~ 
voyage, yet' never openly countenanced it, till 
after it was compleated, and the iITue·of it de
termined; as appears from the account of the 
converCation which Drake himfelf gave to his 
followers, a few days before he left Port St. J li· 
lian to feek a paffage into the South Seas • 

.. On the 6th of Allguil, fays our Author, he 
" commanded his whole compa-ny to be ailiort", 
h and, placing himfelf in a tent, one fide of 
" which was open, and calling Maller Winter 
~, on one fide of him, and John Thomas on the 
., other fide, his man iaid before him a great 
" paper book, and withal Mafter Fletcher offer
" ed himfeif to make a ferlnon. Nay fofc, 
" Mailer Fletcher, faid he, I muil preach this 
., day myfelf, althougl-. I have fmall 1kill in 
"preaching. Well, all ye the company, here 
" ate ye; br nbt? Anfwerwas made, thac they 
" Were all here. Then commanded he every 
" fhips company feverally to iland together; 
., which Was alfo done. Then, [aid he, My 
., Mailers, I am a very bad orator, for my 
t, bringing up hath not been in learning; but 
« whatlc> I fluB here lpeak., let every tnan take 
.. good notice of; and let him wtite it down, for 
" I will fpeak nothing bot what I will anfwer ic 
" in Engbnd, yea, and before her Majeily, as 
.. 1 have it here already fet down [but whether 
U it were in his book or not, that I know not. 
" but this was the effect of it, and very near the 
,. words}: Thus it is, my Mailers, tbat we're 
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" very far f:-I);;1 our country and friends; . we 
" are compaifed in on every fide with our ene
" mies; wherefore we are not to make fmall 
" reckoning of a man, for we cannot have a man· 
" if we would give for him ten thoufand pOLmds; 
« wh:refore we mull: have thefe mutinies and 
" difcontents that are grown amongll us redreW
.,. ed ; for, by the life of God, it doth even take 
" my wits trom me to think on it. Here is 
" fuch controverfy between the failors al!d the 
H gentlemen, and fuch ftomaching between the 
" gentlemen and failors, that it doth even make 
" me mad to hear it. But, my Mafters, I mull 
" have it cealc; for I muft have the gentle
" n-:en to haul and draw with the mariners, and 
" the mariners with the gentlemen: and let us 
" {hew au -ft.:! yes to be all of a company; and 
" let us not give occafion to the enemy to re
" joice at our decay and overthrow. I would 
" know him that would refufe to fet his hand 
" to a rope; but I truft there is not any fuch 
" here; and,' as gentlemen are very necefl"ary 
" for government fake on the voyage, fo have 
" I !hipt them for that purpore, and to fom(t 
" further intent; and yet, though I know tailors 
" to be the moll envious people of the world, 
" and fo unruly without government, yet may 
" not I be without them. Alfo, if there be any 
" here willing to return home, let me under
" ftand of them; and here is the Marygold, 
" a {hip that I can very well fpare, I will fur
" nilb her to fueh as will return with the moll: 

" credit 
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" credit that I can give them, either by my let
" ters or any way elfe; but let them take care 
.. that they go homeward; for, if 1 find them in 
" my way, 1 willlurely fink them; therefore .. 
" you !hall have time to confider hereof until 
,. to-morrow, for, by my troth I muft needs 
" be plain with you; I have taken that in hand 
.. that 1 know not in the world how to go through 
.. withal; it pafftth my capacity; it hath even be
.. reaved me of my wits to think on it. [Well, 
" yet the voice was, that none would return ; 
" they would all take f uch part as he did.] 
.. Well, then, my MJfl:ers, quoth he, Came ye 
" all forth with your own good wills, or no? 
" They anfwered, All, willingly. At whole 
" hands, my Mafters, take ye to receive your 
" wages? At yours, anfwered the company, 
" Then, £lid he, how fay you, WIll you take 
.. wages, or ftand to my courtefy? To your 
" courtefy, good Captain, was the reply. Then 
" he commanded the fteward to the Elizabeth 
" to bring him the key of the fl:ores, the which 
.. he did; then, turning him unto Malter Win~ 
., ter, he [aid, Mafter Winter, I do here dir
" charge you of your Captainfhip; and fo in 
" brief he faid to all the Officers. Then Mafter 
c, Winter and John Thomas afked him what 
4' {hould move him to difplace them? He afked 
" in return, whether they could give any real~:1 
" why he fhould not do fo? So willing them to 
" content themfelves, he willed filence in th(,;~ 

" matters, faying, Ye fee here the great dif-
" Qrd':=1 
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• , orders we are entangled into; and, altho' fome 
" have already received condign punilhmenq 
.. as by death; who, I take God to witners, a~ 
.. you aU know, was to me as my other hand; 
" yet you fee, over and befides the relt, his 
., ~Nn mouth did bewray his treacherous deal~ 
" ings: and fee, how trulling to the fingularity 
.. of his own wit, he over-reacht himldf at 
"unawares. But fee what God would have 
., to be done; for her Majelty commanded, 
., that of all men my Lord Treafurer {hould 
.. have ne knowledgOe of this voyage, and to fee 
" that his own mouth hath declared that he 
" had given him a plot therebf~ But, truly, 
" my Malters, and as I am a gentleman, there 
., {hall no more die; I will lay my hand on no 
c. more, although there be here who have de
" ferved as much as he; and fo charging one 
" V\T orrall that was prefent, that his cafe wa~ 
l, worfe than Doughty's, who; in Maller 
" Doughty'S extremities, was one of Drake's 
•• chief confellows, who, humbling himfelf t~ 
" Drake, even tlpOn his knees, prayed him to 

.. be good unto him. Well, well, Worran, 

., faid he, you and 1 {hall talk well enough of 
" this matter hereafter. Then he charged one 
" John Audley with fome ill dealings towards 
" him, but opened no matter, but faid, he 
" would talk with him alone after dinner. 
" Here is forne again, my Malters, not know
., ing how eIfe to difcredit me, fay and affirm, 
.. that I was fet forth on this voyage by Mafter 

~~ Hatton; 
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" Hatton; fome by Sir William Winter; and 
" fome by Mafter Hankins; but thefe are a 
.. company of idle heads that have nothing eire 
"' to talk of. And, my Mafters, I muft tell 
"' you, I do know them as my very good friends; 
U but to fay that they were the fitters forth of 
" this voyage, or that it was by their means, I tell 
C~ you it was nothing fo. But, indeed, thus it 
" was, My Lord of Effex wrote in my commen
" dation unto Secretary Walfingham more than I 
~, was worthy; but by like I had deferved fame. 
" what at his hands, and he t~oughtmein his let
" ters a fit man to ferve againft the Spaniards for 
" my praCtice and experience that I had in that 
" trade; whereupon, indeed, Secretary Walfing
" ham did come to conCult with his Lordlhip, 
!' and declared unto him, that for that her Ma
,4 jefty had 'received divers injuries of the King 
" of Spain, for the which. the deli red to have 
" fame revenge; and withal, he thewed me a 
" plot, willing me to fet my hand, and to write 
" down where 1 thought he might moft be an
" noyed; but I told him fome part of my mind, 
" but refufed to fet my hand to any thing, affirm
c' ing, that her Majefty was mortal, and that, if it 
" thould pleafe God to take her Majefty away, it 
" might fa be that fome perfon might reign that 
~, might be in league with the king of Spain, and 
., then will mine own Hand be a witnefs againft 
u myfelf. Then was I very fhortly after, and on 
os an evening, fent for unto her Majelly by Se
~~ cretary W ~lfingham; and, the next day, corn-

u inG' . 1::\ 
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~, ing to her Majefty, thefe, or the like words, 
~~ the faid, Drake, fo it is thal I would gladly 
" be revenged on the King of Spain for diyers 
U injuries that I have received: and faid fur
" ther, that he was the only man that might do 
'" this exploit, and withal craved his advice 
.. therein, who told her Majefiy of the fmall 
" good that was to be done In Spain, but the 
" only way was to annoy him by his Indies. 
" Then, with many more words, he {hewed 
" forth a bill of her Majefty's adventure of 
" 1000 crowns, which, however, he faid at fome 
" time before, that her Majefty did give him 
" towards his charges. He {hewed al10 a bill 
" of Mafter Hatton's adventure, and divers let
" ters of credit that had paffed in- his behalf; 
" but he never let them come out of his own 
"hands. ,He faid aleo, that her Majefty did, 
" fwear by her crown, That, if any within her 
" realm did give the King of Spain hereof to un
" derjtand (as jhe julpelled but two), they jhould 
" lofe their heads therefore. And now, Mafters, 
" faid he, let us confider what we' have done: 
" rVe ha~'e 110W Jet together by the ears three 
" migbty Princes, namely, her Majefly, the Kings of 
" Spain and Portugal; and, if this v~yage Jbould 
" not have good jucce/s, we jhould not only be a. 
" Icorning, or a repnao)f II! /coffing-flock unto our 
" eih';Jlies, but aifo a great B LOT to our whole coun • 
.. Jry jor ever; and, what triumph would it be to, 
" Spain and Portugal; and again, the like would 
~~ never be attempted. And now, rcftoring every 

" mall, 
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" man again to his former office, he ended: 
" thus fuewing the company that he would 
u fati~fy every man, or elfe he would fell all 
" that he ever had even unto his plate; for, 
" Qll0th he, I have good reafon to promife, and 
" am beft able to perform it; for, I have fome
" what of mine own in England; and, befides 
" that, I have as much adventure in this voyage 
" as three of the beft whatfoever; and, if it fo 
" be, that I never come home, yet will her Ma
" jefty pay every man his wages, whom indeed 
" you and I all came to feeve; and, for to fay 
" you came to ferve me, I will not give you 
" thanks; for it is only her Majefty that you 
" ferve; and this voyage is only her fittiag 
" forth: fo willing all men to be friends, he 
~, willed them to depart about their buunefs. 
u The 8th of Au&uft, they weighed anchor and 
cc departed; but, the day before, he came on 
" board the Elizabeth, and [wore very ve
" hemently, I know not \lpOn what occafio!1, 
" that he would hang to the number of 30 in 
~, the fleet that had deferved it: and then 
" again charged Worrall that his cafe was 
" worfe than Doughty's, and that by God's 
" wounds he had deferved to be hanged. And, 
" Mafter Winter, faid he, where is your man 
" Ulyffes? By God's life, if he were my man, I 
" would cut offhis ears: nay, by God's wounds, 
" I would hang him; but wherefore truly I do 
~' not know.': 

:YOL. I. 0 Nothing 
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Nothing can be a cleare: proof that Drake 

had no Government Commlffion than the above 
account. In his fpeech, which the writer fays 
is nearly in his own words, he does not fo much 
as pretend to have received any Commiffion, only 
a private intimation from the Queen and Wal
!ingham, that her Majefty wanted to be reveng
ed of divers injuries received from the King of 
Spain, but was countenancing follr or fiv~ 
piratical plunderers to rob innocent people, a 
princely way for one Sovereign to take revenge 
of another, in times of profound peace? It was, 
indeed, a pitiful connivance in Queen Elizabeh 
to engage 1000 crowns in a piratical adveiHure 
(If this kind, and what could never have been 
credited of that magnanimous Princefs, had fhe 
not afterwards approved of his piracy, by going 
aboard his {hip, and openly approving what, 
it was even then faid, leaft be~ame a trading 
nation to encourage, the breach of treaties, and 
piratical practices. But, it is remarkable, tha~ 
five months dapfed after his return to Englan~ 
before her Majefty's pleafure was publicly 
known; during which time men talked vari-: 
oully of the expedition, and the fate of Drake 
feemed to h:mg in fufpence; fo true proved 
Doughty'S prediCtion, that" the ~een's Ma
" jelly and Council might be corrupted." 

That Drake bore no naval Commiffion ap
pears frill more clearly, from his difplacing the 
Captains and Officers of all his {hips without de,: 
iUanding from them their Commiffions ; from his 
. lifting 
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imirig his men, not for any hofi:ile expedition, 
but for a trading voyage to Alexandria; and 
ftom his aiking them, before his fetting fail from: 
the Port of St. Julian to enter the South Seas, 
from whom they expected their wages. From 
thefe circumftances it follows incontefi:ibly, that, 
if lie had a naval Commiffion, he was the only 
Officer in the fleet poffeffed of one ;-Doughty; 
whom he beheaded, and who, before their fal
lihg out, was fecotld in command, bore no naval 
COrilftliffiori ; and, it is more than probable, thac 
this gentleman's quefi:ioning the COlnmiffion of 
Drake was the real caMe of his death, as Drake 
more than once tharges him with the overthrow 
of the voyage, which he could no otherwife effeCl: 
than by difcrediting :! C6mmiffion, on the au~ 
thority of which both Officers and men were to 
be perfuaded to plunder a people at peace with 
their nation, and without which every.man was 
liable to be executed for piracy, whenever he 
fhould be overpowered. 

It were needlefs for us toentarge our remarks; 
every reader has now the fubject before him, and 
every reader will form a judgment for himfelf. 

What we have £:lid, in coniequence of having 
traced this tranfaction from beginning to end; 
may feem to clalh with the opinion we previ. 
01:lny entertained of Drake's humanity, courage, 
and kindnefs to his followers, but will not feern 
ftrange to thofe who are acquainted with the 
nature of periodical writings, where one part of 
the work is neceffarily printed off before ~I\e 

o 2 other 
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other is written. In purflling the courfe of this 
voyage, new authors have been confulte~ and 
new lights colleCted, which have enabled us to 
deteet not only the errors of other writers, but 
aito to corred our own; and, from the fequel 
ot this voyage, we may venture to fore tel, that 
the reader will concur in fentiment with us, 
that, though Drake was bold, he was not ho
neil:; that, though he did not kill thofe he plun
dered and had no motive to deftroy, he fpared 
none who oppofed his defigns, or who did not 
pay implicit obedience to his arbitrary will; that, 
tbough he was an able feaman, he was a jealol1s 
rival; and that, though he was a gallant leader, 
he was a moil: tyrannical Commander. We iliall 
now accompany him to the South Seas, where 
the Spaniards, not fufpecring an enemy, were 
in no condition to defend themfelves againil: his 
attacks. 

Drake having reduced the ntlmber of his 
!hips to three, they left the port, and on Auguft 
the 20th entered the Straits of Magellan, in 
which they il:ruggled with contrary winds, and 
the various dangers which the intricacy of that 
winding paiTage expofed them to, till night, when 
they had paiTed the firft narrow, and had entered 
a wider fea, where they difcovered an ifland, to 
which they gave the name of Elizabeth, in ho
nour of their fovereign. On the 24th they came 
to an ifland, in which they found fuch an infinite 
number of birds, fince called penguins, that they 
killed 3000 of them in one day. This bird, of 

which 
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which they then knew not the name, they de
fcribe as fomewhat lefs than a wild goofe, with
out feathers, and covered with a kind of down; 
unable to fly or rife from the ground, but ca
pable of running and fwimming with amazing 
celerity. They feed on fillies in the fea, and 
come to land only to reft in the day, and lay 
their eggs, which, according to later voyagers; 
they depofit in holes, as regularly difpt::rfed and 
as numerous as the cells in a bee-hive. 

From thefe i!1ands to the South Sea the ftrait 
becomes very crooked and narrow; fo thac 
fometimes by the interpofition of bead-lands the 
paffage feerns entirely lhut up. To double thefe 
capes they found it very difficult, on account of 
the frequent variations to be made in the courfe. 
Here are, indeed, as Magellan obierves, many 
harbours; but in moft of them no bottom is to 
be found, which, however, does not feern veri
fied by experience; the harbours being in ge
neral good, though the tides and blafts con
tinually rulliing in from various directions creo 

ate the danger. The land on both fides rifes into 
innumerable mountains; the tops of them were: 
encircled with clouds and vapoun, which, being 
congealed, fall down in fnow, and increafe their 
height by hardening into ice; an obfervation 
which might naturally occur to Drake, who 
paffed the ftrait in their winter before tht:: fnows 
were diffolved. However, even at that feafOli. 
which anfwers to our Ft::bruary, they found 
the vallies, in fome places, green, fruitful, and 

I,kat.1nc. 
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pleafanr. Anchoring in a bay near Cape For': 
ward, Drake, imagining the frrait quite flnte 
up. went in his boat to endeavour to find fome 
l"her palfage out; and, having found an inlet 
toward" the North, was returntng to his {hips; 
but curiofity foon prevailed upon him to fro!>, 
for the fake of oblerving a canoe ot boat with: 
fL:veral natives 6f the coUntry in it. He could 
not at a diftance help admiring the form of this 
little vclfd, which feemed inclining to a femi": 
circle, the frern and prow fran'ding up, and the. 
bod y finking inv.}ard; b'.lt much grea:er waS' 
his warlder, when, upon a nearer In[peCtion, he 
found it made only with the barks of tre~s, 
fewed together with thongs of feal-1kins, fo arti": 
ficially, that fcarcely any water entered the 
feams. 

The people were well {baped, and painted 
like thofe who have been already defcribed. 
On the land they had a hut built with polb, 
and covered with {kins, in which they had wa
ter-vefids and other u:enfils, made likewife 
with the barks of trees. Among thefe people 
they had an opportunity of remarking, what is 
frequently obfervable in favage countries, how 
natural fagacity and unwearied indufrry may 
fU'Pply the want of fuch manufaCtures or natu
tural produCtions, as appear to us abfolutely ne
ceifary for the fuppore of life. Though the inha
bitants were wholly lhangers to iron and to the 

. ufe we make of it, yet, infread of it, they 
fubfrituted the thell of a mufde, of pro-

digious: 
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pigious fize, found upon their coafts. This 
they ground \lpOn a ilone to an edge, which 
was fa firm and folid, that neither wood nor 
flone were able to refill: it. With inftruments 
made of fhells, thefe fimple people were able to 
perform all their mechanic operations; nor do 
they feem fa deformed and ugly as our late 
voyagers reprefent th~m, who being, perhaps, 
more refined than thofe who failed with Cap-

. tain prake, might fancy a greater difference be
tweea themfelves and thefe favages than in na
ture there really is. 

On this occafion we cannot forbear remark
ing, that, though Drake entered the ftrait in 
what is accounted the moft unfavourable fea
fon, yet he paIred it in fixteen days, though. 
~t that time, wholly unkno"'{n; a pa{fage the 
more extr~ordinary, as none of our late voyagers 
made it in lefs than thirty- fix days in the middle 
of fummer, and Captain \Vallis was at leafr 
four months in making it. 

Drake, as has been raid, having taken a fur
vey of the country from Cape Forward, conti
nued his courle to the North weft-ward, and, on 
the fixth of September~ entered the great South 
Sea, on which no Englilh veIrel had ever been 
navigated before ~ and propofed to have direct
ed his courfe towards the Line, that his men, 
who had fuffered by the feverity of the climate, 
might recover their ihength in a wanner lati
tude. But his delign was (carce formed, before 
~t was fruftrated; for on September the feventh, 
. after 
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after an eclipfe of the moon, a fiorm aroft: J<;t 
violent that it left them little hopes of furvitr. 
iog it: nor was its fury fo dreadful ~s its conti. 
nuance; for it lafted, with little intermiffioD), 
thirty-two days, in ~hich time they were 
driven more than 200 leagues out of their 
courfe, without being able ei (her to avail them~ 
{elves of their fails, or make uf:: of~heir. 
anchors. 

In this fiorm, on the 30th of September, the 
Marigold, Captain Thomas, was feparated frot;Il 
them; and on the 7th of Oaober, having en· 
tered a harbour, where they hoped for fame iny 

termiffion of their fatigues, they Were in a few 
hours forced out to fea again by a violent gull, 
at which time they loll: fight of the Elizabeth. 
Captain 'Vinter, whofe crew, as was afterward!\ 
difcovered, wearied with labour, and difcou· 
raged with the profpeCl: of future dangerg, re
covered the ftraits the day following, and, re
turning by the fame pailage through which they 
came, failed along the coall: of Brazil, and, in 
the year following. ;:rriv.;d in England, . 

They were now driJl:n fouthward 55 degrees. 
where they difcovered a clull:er of iOane\s, in 
one of which they anchored and ibid two days, 
to the great refreiliment of the crew, having 
met with excellent water, and plenty of greens. 
Not far dif!:ant from this bay they entered ana· 
ther, where they beheld fome naked inhabitants 
ranging along the coa!t in their canoes in fearch 
of provifions. With thefe they exchanged 

. . fu~ 
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fome toys for fuch refrelhments as they had to 
fpare. 

And now, being furnilhed with wood and wa
ter, they again fet fail, and were, by a n~w 
fiorm, driven to the latitude of 57 degrees, 
when they behdd the extremities of the Ame
rican coaft, and the confluence of the Atlantic; 
and Southern oceans. Here they arrived on 
the 28th of OCl:ober, and at laft were bleft with 
the fight of a calm fea, having, for alll}~ft two 
months, endured fuch a itorm. as no voyager 
has given an accoUlt of, and fuch as in that 
part of the world, though a,ccuftomed to hurri
canes, the inhabitants were unacquainted with. 

On the 30th of OCl:ober, they fteered towards 
the place appointed for the rendezvouz of the 
fleet, in cafe of feparation, which was in 30 
degrees fouth; and, on the next day, difco_ 
vered two ifland~, fo well ftocked with. fowls, 
that they viCl:ualled their lbips with them. Af
ter this fupply, they failed northward, along 
the coaft of Peru, till they came to 30 degrees. 
where, finding neither lbips, nor any convenient 
port,' they came to anchor Nov. the 29th, at 
Macao, an ifland inhabited by fuch Indians as 
~Qe ~ruelty of their Spanilb conquerors had 
driven from the continent, to whom they ap
plied for water and provifions, offering them in 
return fuch things as they imagined moft like
ly to pleafe them. The Indians feemed willing 
~o traffic; and, having prefented them with 

yOL.~. . r fr\li~s 
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fruits and two fat fheep, fhewed them a place 
where they might come for water. 

Next morning, according to agreement, the 
Englifu landed with their water-veffels, and fent 
two men forward towards the place appointed~ 
who, about the middle of the way, were fud
denly attacked by the Indians and immediately 
{lain. Nor were the reft of the company out 
of danger; for behind the rocks was lodged an 
ambufu of 500 men, who, flarting up from 
their retreat, difcharged their arrows into the 
boat with fuch dexterity, that everyone of th~ 
crew was wounded by them. The fea being 
then high, and hindering them from either re~ 
tiring or making ufe of their weapons, Drake 
himfelf received an arrow under hi$ eye, which 
pierced him almoft to the brain; and another 
in his breaft. ~he danger of thefe wounds wa~ 
much increafed by the abfence of their furgeon, 
who was in the Elizabeth, fo that they had 
none to affift them but a boy. whofe age did 
not admit of much !kill or experience; yet fo, 
much were they favoured by Providence, tha,t 
they all recovered. No reafon could be af
ftgned for which the Indians fhotild a,ttack 
them with fo furious a [pirit of malignity, but 
that they miftook them for Spaniards, whore 
cnielties might very reafonably incite thofe to 
revenge, whom they had driven, by ince!fant 
perfecution, from their country, walling im
J'TIenfe traCl:s of land by maLracre and devaf
~ation. Nuno da Sylva adds, that none of 

the. 
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the Indians were hurt by the Engli!h, though 
they c~me fo near the boat, as to feize and 
carry off four of the oars. 

On the afternoon of the fame day they fet 
fail, and on the 30th of November dropt 
anchor in Phillip's bay, w here their boa.t, having 
been rent Out to difcover the country; returned. 
with an Indian in his canoe whom they had in
tercepted. He was of a graceful ftature, dreft 
in a white coat or gown, reaching almoft to his 
knees, very mild, humble, and docile, fuch 
as perhaps were all the Indians, tilltheSpa'
niards taught them revenge, treachery~ and 
cruelty. This J ndian; having been kindly 
treated, was difmiffed with prefents; and in .. 
formed, as far as the Engli!h could make him 
underltand, what they chiefly wanted, and 
what they were willing to give in return: 
Drake ordered his boat to attend him, and fet 
him fafe dn !hore. 

When he was landed, he made ligns for the 
boat to wait till his return; and meeting fome 
of his countrymen, gave them fuch an accoun'c 
of his reception, that, withiri a few hours; fe
veral of them repaired with him to the boat, 
with fowls, eggs, and a hog; and with them 
bne of their captains, who willingly came into 
the boat, and defired to be conveyed by the 
Engli!h to their !hip. 

By this man Drake was informed that £to 
fupplies were to be expeCted here; but that 
Southward, in a place to which he offered to be 

p 2 ~s 
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hi's pilot, there was great plenty. This pto-. 
poral was accepted, and on the 5th of Decem· 
ber, under the direCtion of:the good-natured 
Indian, they carne to anchor in the harbOur 
called by the Spaniards Val Parizo, in .33 deg. 
40 min. S. latitUde, near tht: litde town of Sr. 
Jago, where they met not only with fufficient 
flores of provifions, and with ftorehoufes full of 
the wines of Chili, but with a '{hip called the 
Captain of Morial, richly laden, having, toge
ther with large quantities of the fame wine, 
forne of the fine gold of Baldivia to the amount 
of threefcore thoufand pezoes, each pezo of the 
value of eight fhillings, and a great crofs of 
gold fet with emeralds. The Spaniards at tirft, 
miltaking the Englifh for friends, invited them 
to feaft with them; but foon being undeceived, 
one of the crew jumped overboard, and alarm
ed . th<: town; but the inhabitants, inftead of 
making oppofitio~, fled haftily, and left what
ever was in the town a prize to the enemy. In 
the chapel Drake and his men found the molt 
vaillable booty. 

Having fpent three days here in ftoting their 
fuips, and loading the money and effeCts, they 
departed, and landed their Indian pilot where 
they firlheceived him, after having rewarded him 
much above his expeCtations or defires. They 
had now little other anxiety than tor their 
friends, who had been feparated from· them, 
and whom they now determined to feek. But 
conlidering that, by entering every creek. a.nd 

harbour 
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barbour with thrir {hips, they ,expofed them
felves to unnecdfary da.ngers, and that their 
boat could l'Iotcontain fuch a number as might 
defend themfelves againft the Spaniards, they 
determined to' ftation their fhip at fome place 
where they mightcommodiouOy build a pin
nace, which; being of light burden, might tafe
ly fail where the fhip would be in danger of 
being ftranded; and, at the iame time, carry a 
fufficient force to refift the enemy, and afford 
better accommodation than it was pollible to 
obtain in the boat. To this end, on the 19th 
of December, they entered a bay near Co. 
quimbo, a town inhabited by the Spaniards, 
who, difcovering them immediately, iiftledout 
to the number of 100 horfemen, with about 
200 naked Indians running by their fides. The 
Englifh, obferving their approach, retired to 
their boat without any lots, except of one 
man, whom no perfuafions or in treaties could 
move to retire with the reft, and who was 
therefore overtaken by the Spaniards, who 
thought to have taken him prifoner. but,having 
an halbert in his hand. he manfully defended 
himfelf, till, being overpowered 'by numbers, 
he was run through the body with a lance. The 
Spaniards, exulting at the viCl:ory, ordered the 
Indians to draw the dead carcafe from the rock 
on which he fell, and in the fight of the En,o-
lifh beheaded it, and then cut off the right hand, 
and tore out the heart, which they carried 
away in triumph. 

Leaving 
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Leaving this place, they foon found a harbour 

nlore fecure and convenient, where they built 
their pinnace, in which Drake went to feek his 
"Companions; but; finding the wind contrary, he 
was obliged to return in two days. 

From hence they came to a port called Sarci
paxa, when', being landed, they found aSpa
l1iard aDeep with filver bars lying by him to the 
value of 4000 Spani!h ducats; notwithftanding 
the infults which they had received from hiscoun
try men, they cid not think fit to difturb this 
harmiers man's repofe, but, taking the filver; 
left him quietly co Deep OUt his nap. 

Coafting along the !hore, they obferved a 
Spaniard driving eight Peruvian, !heep; which 
on landing they found to be laden with filver, 
each !heep having loolb. weight in two leather 
bags acrois his back. They delivered the poor 
animals of their heavy burdens, and lodged 
the bags in tht:ir own !hips. 

Farther on lay fome Indian towns, from 
which the inhabitants repaired to the !hip on 
floats made of feal·fkin blown full of wind, two 
of which they faften together, and, fitting be
tween them, row with great fwiftnefs, and car
ry confiderable burdens. They very readily 
traded for glafs and fueh trifles, with which 
the old and the young feemed equally delighted. 

Arriving at Marmarena on the 26th of Ja
nuary; Drake invited the Spaniards to traffic 
with him, which they accepted; and fupplied 
him with neceffaries, felling to him; among 

other 



SIR. FRANCIS DRAKE's VOYAGES. I 1 ~ 

~ther provifions, fome of thofe !heep which 
have been, mentioned~ whofe bulk is equal to 
that of a cow, and whofe frrength is fuc:', that 
one of them can carry three tall men upon his 
back; their necks are like a camel's, and their 
heads like thofe of our !heep. They are the moO: 
ufeful animals of this country, not only affording 
excellent fleeces and wholefome (leJh, bl,lt ferv· 
~ng as carriers over rocks and mountains, where 
no other beaO: can travt:!; for their feet are of 
a particular form, which enables them to tread 
!;irm on the free'peO: and mofr Oippery places. 

On all this coalt, it is faid, the mountains arc 
fo impregnated with !lIver, that from one hun
dred weight of common earth five ounces of 
!;ine filver may be feparated. 

They continued their courfe towards the 
North, and on the 7th of February arrived 
at Aricl, in 8 c;leg. 30 min. S. Ltitude-, and in 
this port found three fmall barks, in which they 
found 57 Oabs of !lIver, each of the !lze and /hape 
of an ordinary brick, :,lnd weighing about 201b. 
They took no prifoners; for the crews, fearing no 
interlopers, were all on alOre caroufir.g with one 
another. At this P'Jft the Spaniards were wont to 
land their merchandize, and to embark the filver, 
which was tranfported from thence to Panama; 
but, fince Drake's incurfion, they carry their 
filver over land to Lima, and load no more trea
fure here, except what they pay for the purchafl! 
of fuch merchandize as is brought from Europe 
~o fupply their market. Vvanting numbers to 
,. aifault 



I.a SIR. FRANCIS DRAKE's VOYAGES. 
~lrault the town, they proceeded in their courfe~ 
~nd falling in with a fmall coafting-velrel, la .. 
pen with linen and other deaths, Drake fup
plied his crew with what quantity of thofe arti., 
c;:les they ftood in need of, and difmiffed tho 
Spaniards with the remainder. 

From henc~ they failed to Chuli; in which 
port there was a !hip that had 300,000 pezoes of 
(lIver in bars; but the Spaniards had Cent an ex
prefs from Arica, to acquaint the Governor that 
Drake was upon the eoaft. This exprefs ar
rived at Chuli, juft two hours before Drake en
tered the port; in which time the mafter of the 
{hip had throwQ his treafure overboard, anc\ 
had fecured himfelf and crew on !hore, leaving 
only one Indian on board to make the report. 
Drake, fearing the alarm would fpread fafter 
than he could fail, loft no time in hazardous. 
fearches, bU,t inftantly departed, and fleered 
for Lima, where they arrived on the 15th of 
February, and entered the harbour without 
refiftance, in which, according to fome writers, 
there were thirty fail of !hi~; others fay, 
twelve; but all agree, that feveral of them, were 
of confiderable force; fo that Drake's fecurity 
confifted not in his flrength, but in his reputa
tion, which had fo intimidated the Spaniards, 
that the fight of their own fuperiority could not 
roufe them to oppofition. Inftances of fuch, 
panic terrors are to be met with in other rela
tions; hut as they are, for the moll: part, quick
ly diffipated by reafon and refolutiQn, a wife; 
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(:ommander will rarely ground his hopes of fuc
c<:{s on them; and, perhaps, on this occafion, 
,the SpilOiards fcarcely deferve a feverer cenfure 
fqr their cowardice, than prake for his temerity. 
A writer of good authority, to reconcile the 
matter, tells us, that Drake took them at una
wares, and that the crews, as is ufual in times 
of perfetl: fecQrity, were with their families on 
fuore; and many of thofe who were ready to 
fail, were taking leave of their friends. Be this 
as it may, aU feem to agree, that Drake made 
here a confiderable booty, having taken from 
one {hip acheft full of rials of plate, which he 
found concealed under the fteerage, and, from 
other thips, filks and linen cloth to a confider
able value. He did npt, however, remain long 
in this harbour, but haftened in purfuit of the 
,Cacafuego, which fuip had failed but three days 
pefpre, and which, they were here informed, was 
·bound to Paita. In the purfuit, they fell in 
with another ihip, out of which they took a 
large quantity of gold, together with a crucifix 
of the fam~ me~al, richly adorned with emeralds. 
They continued the purfuit; but, having gained 
JnteIligence, that, infiead of Paica, {be was gone 
to Panama~ Drake crO\!ded all the fail he could, 
and, to encourage the purfuers, promifed, thac 
whoever firft defcried the prize 1hould have his 
gold chain,as a reward; wl1ich fell to the lot of 
his brother John. On the 1ft of March they 
came up with her, and, after exchanging a few 
~ot, they boarded her, and found not only a 
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quan~ity of jewels, and thirteen chefts of money~ 
but eighty pounds weight of gold, and twenty~ 
fix tons of uncoined filver, with fervices of 
wrought plate to a great value. In unladin:g 
this prize they fpent fix days; and then difmif": 
fing the Spaniards, ftood off again to fea. . 

Lopez Vaz, a Spaniih writer, tells us, that 
in lefs than 24 hours after their departure 
from Lima in pmfuit of the Cacafuego, news 
was brought that Drake was upon the coaft, 
but that the Governor had already alrembled 
the force of the country to oppofe his landing; 
and that, finding he had left the harbour, he 
ordered three fhips with fi~ pieces of caiinon 
(being all he could collect), and_ 250 men, to 
purfue him: but, the equipment of thefe vdlds 
necdrarily requiring time, Drake had gained the 
advantage of them: and, coming within figh~ 
of the prize off Cape FranciCco, the Captain of 
which, Juan de Anton, a Bifcayan, feeing at a 
dillance a fhip crouded with fails, and imagining 
the Viceroy of Peru had difpatched her on fame 
meffage to him, ftruck his fails, and lay to ti~l 

Drake appr0aching nearer, he difcovc;red his. 
miftake. He would then have made his efcape, 
but Drake nearing him faft with his great or~ 
nance, againft which the Captain could make 
no defence, he was conftrained to yield. " There 
" was in this fhip, adds the Spaniard, eight 
" hundred and fifty thoufand pezoes of filver ~ 
" and forty thoufand pezoes of gold, all which 
" (jlver and gold was cuftomed : but what trea-

~,' fur~ ... - . '. 
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~, fure they had uncuftomed, I know not; for 
" ,many times they carry almoft as much more 
co as they pay CLlftom for; otherwife the King 
~, would take it from them, if they fhould be 
" known to ha\1e any great fum; wherefore 
co every {hip carries a bill of cuftom~ that the 
" King may fee it. All the treafure which 
co Drake took was merchants and other mens 
~, goods, faving 180,000 pezoes of the king's.: 
" He had alfo ollt of this [hip good ftore of 
c, viCtuals, with other neceffaries, which were 
Co to be carried from Panama, arid was five days 
~' in taking out fuch things as he needed. 

" This done, he failed to the coaft of New 
~' Spain, without going to Panama. The [hips 
" that were fent by the viceroy of Peru froni 
C< Lima, arrived off Cape St. Francifco 20 days 
" after Drake had taken the Cacafuego, and 
" had intelligence by a [hip coming from Pa:' 
to nama, which they met at the faid Cape, that 
" Francis Drake had taken thdhip with fiiver, 
.e and was not gone for Panama; w hereupori the 
" Commander of the three {hips, thinkiiig that 
" Captain Drake had been gone for the Straits 
ct of Magell,an, direCted his courfe that way to 
" feek him." 
. Thus Drake, changing his tourfe to the weft. 
efcaped his enemies, and feU in with a [hip from 
the Eaft Indies laden with filks, China war~ 
and cotton. The owner, a Spaniard, was on 
l:loard, who prefented Drake with a falcon 
wrought'in maffy gold, with an emerald fet in 

Q2 ~h~ 
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the breaft of it, the largeft he had I!verbeheld.. 
With this prefent, and a gf>lden· .:up from the 
pilot, Drake was contented, and ditinilftd the 
£hip, taking only four chefts of China ware~ 
which at that time was of great value in Europe. 

On the 13th of March they came in fight of 
land, which happened to be a fmall il1and about 
two leagues from the main continent. There 
they found a harbour, and anchored in five· 
fathom water, where they ftaid till the 20th, on 
which day, a little coafting frigate pailing by,. 
was purfued by the pinnace, boarded, and taken .. 
Being laden with fafaparilJa, honey, butter, and 
other country goods, Drake unloaded the fafa
parilla, and in the room of it put the gold and 
filver from his own fbip, in order to heave her 
tlP, to new caulk her fides, and ftop her leaks ;. 
in which fervice the crew were employed till the 
26th of the fame month, when having reloaded 
the cargo, and taken in a fufficient quantity of 
wood and water, they continued their courfe· 
weftward along the coaft, taking the Spanifh-. 
frigate with them to bear them company. 

On April 6, a little before fun-fet, they dif. 
covered a £hip, that held on her courfe about 
two leagues to feaward from the main land. To, 
this iliip they gave chace, and before morning 
they neared her, and fuddenly boarded her while 

. the men Oept. Being mafters of thispriz.e with
out refiftance,they ordered the prifoners on board 
their own fuip, among whom was one Don· 

o Francifc;;o Xarate, who meant to fail to Panama, 
and 
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and from thence to China, with the letters and 
patents that were found in his pOl1fffion (among 
WhKh were the letters of the King of Spain to 
the Governor of the Philippines); as alto the fea 
charts wherewith they were to be direCted in their 
voyage, which were of admirable ufe to Drake 
in his return home. From this !hip they took 
great quantities of bale-goods, and other valu
able merchandize, and then difmifft:d her. They 
alfo took a young negro girl, whom Drake at 
fome of his companions having got with child, 
they afterwards inhumanly fet her on fhore' 
on an ifland in their way home, juH as file was· 
ready to lie in; of which notice will be taken 
in its proper place. Having retained a Spaniili 
pilot from this !hip, they obliged him to direct 
them to a fafe harbour, where they might fuppl), 
themfelves with provifions for their intended 
voyage. This man brought them to the harbou: 
of Anguatulco, or, as others write, Guatalco, 
where arriving on the 13th of April" they ftaid 
rill the 26th of the fame month, and then fet; 
fail, having lirt!: difmiffed aU their Spanifh pri
foners, together with Nuno da Sylva, the Por
tugueze pilot, whom they brought from the
Canaries, and who had ferved them faithfully in 
all their trials and dangers; in reward for which
he was now abandoned by Drake to tbe mercy 
ef the enemy. This man, when he landed on the 
Gonrinenr, was lirfr carried to' Mexico, and there' 
put'to the torture to make difcoveries. He was 
afterwards fent prifoner into Old Spain, and 

there 
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there examined; and, having given a faithful 
relation of all he knew, was r<:leafed, and re
turned home to his own country, where he pub
liJhed, as has already been faid, an account of 
the voyage as far as he went, which waS after
wards tranJ1ated into all the European language~~ 
and univerfally read. 

On their arrival at Anguatulco, they had no 
fooner landed than Drake with part of his men 
marched up to the town, where they found the 
chief magiftrate fitting in judgment upon a par
cel of poor favages, and ready to pafs fentence 
of death upon almoll all of them, they being 
charged with a confpiracy to kill their mallers; 
and fet fire to the town. Drake changed the 
feene, and made judges and critnin~ls, without 
difiinB:ion; his prifoners, conducting them all in 
Froceffion to his tbip; Here he made the judge 
write an order to the Commanding Officer to' 

deliver up the town, in which they found a 
great pot, fays my author, as big as a butbel, 
lull of rials of plate, a gold chain, and a few 
jewels. The gold chain was taken fram a gen
tleman who was making his efcape from the 
town, but was intercepted by :m Englilh: failor, 
who rifled him of all the valuables he had about 
him, of which the gold chain waS thought to be 
of the leall value. 

Being now fufficiently enriched, and having 
given over all hopes of finding their alfociates; 
and, perhaps, beginning to be infected with that 
defire of eafe and pleafme which is the natural 

con~ 
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confequencc of wealth obtained by fuccefsful 
villainy, or, what is ftill more probable, being 
in fear of a furprize before they had fecured the~r 
booty, they began to confult about their retupi 
home; and, in purfuance of Drake's advice. 
refolved firft to find out fame convenient harbou'r 
where they might more fafely lie and equip 
themfelves for the voyage, and then endeavollr 
to difcover a nearer paffage from the South Seas 
into the Atlantic Ocean; a paffage that would 
not only enable them to return home with full 
fecurity, and in a iborter time, but would mucl1 
facilitate the navigation into thofe parts, and of 

, courfe immortalize their names. . 
For this purpofe they had recourfe to a port 

in the ifland of Canes, where they met with filb. 
wood, and freib water; and, being fufficiently 
Hored with other provifions, with which they 
had fupplied themfelves from their prizes and 
at Anguatulco, they fet fail firO: with a refolution 
of feeking a paffage by the north-weft, and, if 
that failed, by the Moluccas, and thence, fol
lowing the courfe of the Portugueze, to return 
by the Cape of Good Hope. 

In purfuance of the firft refolution, they failed 
about 600 leagues, till coming into the latitude 
of 43 dcg. north, they found the air fo exceffive 
cold, that the men could no longer bear t() 
handle the ropes to navigate the ibip: they, 
therefore, changed their courfe till they cam~ 
into the latitude of 38 deg. and 30 min. under 
Which height they difcovered a very good hal'
, . boura 
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bour, and, fortunately, had a favQurib\e .,in4 
to enable them to c::nter it. 

Here, on the 17th of June, they ca~ a!1c;~q .. , 
and, in a ilion time. had opportunities of ()pC«rv
ing ~at the natives of that country were not le{s 
fenfible than themfelves; for, the nextc;lay, the,~ 
'came a man rowing in his canoe towards the.iliip, 
,Uld, at a difl:ance from it, made a ;long orOlti.QIl 
,with very extraordinary gefl:icuwions, find great 
appearance of vehemence; and, a little time af
terwards, made a fecond vilit in the fame mall
Jler; and then returning a third time, he pr~ 
fented them, after his harangue was finilbed~ 
with a kind of crown of black feathers, fucll 
as their kings wear upon their heads, and a 
balket of rullies fiUed with a particular herb, 
both which he fafl:ened to a lhort frick, and 
threw into the boat: nor could he be prevailed 
\lpOn ~o receive any thing in return, though 
pulhed towards him upon a board, only he took. 
up a hat that was flung in the water. 

Three days afterwards, the ihip, having re
ceived fome damage at fea, was brought nearer 
to land; that her lading might be taken out i 
in order to which, the Englifh, who had now 
learned not to commit their lives too negligently 
to the mercy of favage na.tions, raifed a kind.of 
fortification with earth and paliffades, and erea
ed their tents within it. All this was not be. 
held by the inhabitants without the utmoft a~ 
~onilhment, which illcited them to come dowl\ 
\n. crouds to the (:oafl:, with no other view, as ie: 

. aft~:;,~ 
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afterward; appeared. but to compliment the 
beautiful {hangers that had condefcended co· 
touch upon their country. 

Drake, neither confiding too much in appear
ances, nor wholly diftrufting the friendly difpo
fition of the inhabitants, directed them to lay 
afide their bows and arrows, and. on their ap
proach, prefented them with linen and other 
necefi'aries. of which he fuewed them the ufe. 
They then returned to their habitations, about 
three quarters of a mile from the Englifu camp, 
where they made fuch loud and violent noifes, 
that they were heard by the Englifu, who had 
vanity enough to believe that they were paying 
them a kind of melancholy adoration. 

Two days afterwards, they perceived the ap
proach of a far more numerous company, who 
!lopt at the top of a hill which over-looked the 
Englifu fetdement, while one of them made a 
long oration, at the end of which all the afTem
hly bowed their bodies, and pronounced the 
fyllable Ob with a folemn tone, as by way of 
confirmation of what had been faid by the ora
tor. Then the men laying down their bows, 
and leaving their women and children on the 
top of the hill, came down towards the tents, 
and feemed tranfported in the higheft degree at 
the kindnefs of Drake, who received their gifts. 
and admitted them to his prefence. The wo
men ata diftance appeared feized with a kind 
of phrenzy. fuch as that of old among the Pa
gans inJome of their religious ceremonies,- a~d 

VOL. I. R m 
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in honour as it feemed of their guefts, tore thei~ 
cheeks and bofoms with their nails, and threw 
themfelves upon the frones with their naked 
bodies. 

Three days after this, on June 25, 1579, 
Drake received two Ambaff:ldors from the 
Hioh, or King, of the coulltry, who, intending 
to vilit the camp, required that fame token 
might be fent him of friendfhip and peace~ 
This requeft was readtly complied with; and 
foon after came the King, attended by a guard 
of about an hundred tall men, and preceded by 
an Officer of State, who carried a fceptre made 
of black wood, adorned with chains made of 
a kind of bone or horn, which are marks of' the 
higheft honour among them. Behind him was 
the King himfelf, drdfed in a coat of beafls 
fkins, with a crown woven with feathers upon 
his head. His at~endants followed, dreffed 
nearly in the fame manner all but the crown; 
and after them came the common people, with 
bafkets platted fo artificially that they held wa· 
ter, in which, by way of prefent, they brought 
foots and filh.· . 

Drak,e, not lulled into fecurity, ranged his 
men in order of battle, and waited their ap.., 
proach, who coming nearer flood flill, while t.he 
fcepter. bearer made an oration; at the concli.l~ 
fion of which, they came again forward at the 
foot of the hill, and then the fcepter.bearer be~ 
gan a fang, which h~ accompanied with adance, 
in both which the men joined, btlt the women 

dance~ 
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danced without finging. Drake now diftrufting 
them no longer, admitted them into his forti
fication, where they continued their fong and 
dance a {hort time; and then both the King 
and fome others of the company made a long 
harangue, in which it appeared, by the reft of 
their behaviour, that they entreated them to ac
cept of the government of their country; and 
the King, with the concurrence of the ~eft, placed 
the Crown upon Drake's head, graced him with 
the chains and other figns of authority, and fa
luted him with the title of Hioh. The kingdom 
thus offered; though of no farther value to him 
than that it furnithed him with prefent neceJra
ries, Drake thought it not prudent for him to 
refufe; and, therefore, took poJrellon of it in 
the name of Queen Elizabeth, not without ar
dent withes that this acquifition might be of 
life to his native country. The kingdom being 
thus configned, and the grand affair at an end, 
the common people left their King and his 
Nobles with Drake, and difperfed themfelves 
over the camp; and when they faw anyone 
that pleafed them more than the reft, they tore 
their fleIh and vented their outcries, as before, 
in token of reverence and refpeCl:. They then 
proceeded to {hew them their wounds and dif
cafes, in hopes, perhaps, of a miraculous cure j 

to which the Engli{h, to benefit and undeceive 
them at the fame time, applied fuch remedies as 
they ufed on like oecaGons. 

R 2 They 
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They wete now grown confident and familial'. 

and came down to the camp every day, repeif
-jng their ceremo~ies, till they were more fun;
informed how dlfagreeable they were to thofe 
whofe favour they were fo ftudious of obtaining. 
They then vilited them without ceremony, in
deed, but with a curiolity fo ardent, that it left 
them no leifure to provide the neceffaries of life, 
with which the Engli{h were, therefore, obliged 
to fupply them. They had, then, fufficient op
portunity to remark the cuftom and difpolition 
of there new allies, whom they found tradable 
and benevolent, ftrong of body far beyond the 
Engli!h. yet unfurni!hed with weapons either 
for l;llfault or defence, their bows being too 
weak for any thing but fport. Their dexterity 
in taking fifh was fllCh, that, if they faw them 
fo near the !hore that they could come to them 
without fwimming, they never miffed them. 

The fame curiolity that had brought them in 
fuch crouds to the {hare, now induced Drake and 
fome of his companions to travel up into their 
country. which they found at fome difiance from 
t!:e coaft very fruitful, filled with large deer. 
and abounding with a peculiar kind of cunnies 
fmaller than ours, with tails like rats, paws fuch 
as thofe of a mole, and bags under their chins, 
in which they carry provilions to their young. 

The houfes of the inhabitants were round 
holes dug in the ground, from the brink of 
which they raife rafters, or poles, fhelving to
wards the middle, where they all met in a 

ridge, 
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ridge, and are crampt together; the people lie 
upon ruihes, and make the fire in the middle 
of the houfe, letting the fmoke fiy out at the 
door. The men are generally naked; but the 
women make .a kind of petticoat of bulrulhes, 
which they comb like hemp, and throw the ikin 
·of a deer over their ilioulders. They are very 
modefr, tractable, and obedient to their hur. 
bands. The foil is but badly cultivated; but 
contentment feems to .prevail in a very eminent 
degree among all ranks of this happy people. 

The land was named by Drake New Albion, 
from its white cliffs, in which it bore fome re
femblance to his native country, and the whole 
hiftory of the refignation of it to the Englilh 
was engraven on a piece of brafs, then nailed 011 

a poft, and fixed up before their departure. 
which being now dilcovered by the people t~ 
be near at hand, they could not forbear perpe
tual lamentations. 

When the Engliilion the 23d of July \Ve~ghed 
anchor, they faw them climbing to the tops of 
hills, that they might keep them in light, and 
obferved fires lighted up in many parts of the 
country, on which, as they fuppofed, [acrifices 
were offered. 

Near to this harbour. they touched at forne 
Wands where they found abundance of feals ; 
and, defpairing now to find any paffage through 
the northern regions, they, after a general con
fultation, determined to fleer away to the Mo
luccas; and, letting fail July 25. they held a 

weftern 
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wefl:ern courfe for 68 days without fight ofland; 
and, on September 30, arrived within view of 
fome ii1ands, about 20 deg. northward from the 
Line, from whence the inhabitants reforted to 
them in' canoes hollowed in the middle, and 
raifed at both ends fo high above the water, that 
they ftemed almofl: a femi-circIe; they were 
burniChed in fuch a manner, that they Chone like 
ebony, and were kept fieady by a piece of tim
ber fixed on each fide of them. The firfi com
pany that came brought fruits, bananas, and 
other things of no great value, with an appear
ance of traffic, and exchanged their lading for 
other commodities with great 1how of hone/ly 
and friendlhip. But having, as they imagined, 
laid all fufpicion a{}eep, they fent another fleet 
of canoes, of which the crews behaved with all 
the infolence of favages, and all the rapacity 
of th:eves ; for, whatever was fuffered to come 
into their hands, they feemed to confider as their 
own, and would neilher pay for it nor refiore it : 
and, at length, finding the Engli1h refolved to 
admit them n::> longer, they difcharged a Chower 
of itones from their boats, which infult Drake 
prudently and generou{}y returned, by firing his 
great guns without hurting them; at which they 
were fa terrified, that they leaped into the water, 
and hid themfelves under their canoes. 

Here we cannot help remarking how nearly 
this defcription agrees with the accounts given 
by the late naviga,"ors, of the temper and difpo
fition of the inhabitants of the il1ands lately die. 

covered 
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fovered between the Tropics. Drake, indeed, 
found the firing of his guns without_hurting 
them, fufficient to intimidate thefe ignorant 
people; but our later voyagers have thought 
their vengeance not complete-for any flight in~ 
{ult. without murdering them by wholefale to 
{hike them with terror. The writer of the late 
voyages fays, " Our men {hewed as muchl im
~, patience to deftroy them as a fportfman to 
H kill his game.'~ 
- - Having for fome time but little wind, they 
did not arrive at the Moluccas till the 3d of 
November; and then, defigning to touch at 
Tidore, as they coafted alon.g the ifland Mutua, 
belonging to the King of Temate, they were 
vifited by his Viceroy. who informed them, that 
it would be more advanta:geous for them to have 
recourfe to his ma(1.er for fupplies, than to the 
Pormguefe, with whom he was at enmity. 
Drake was, by the arguments of the Vicemy, 
prevailed upon to alter his refolution; and, on 
November the 5th, caft anchor before Ternate. 
Scarc~ was he arrived, before the Viceroy, with 
others of the chief nobility, came out 1n three 
largebarges rowed by fortv men on each fide, to 
,onduct the {hip into J fafe harbour; and, foon 
after, the King himfelf, having received a velvet 
cloak by a ll1effenger from Drake, as a token of 
peace, came with fuch a retinue and dignity of 
appearance, as was not expected in thofe remote 
parts of the world. He was received withdif~ 
fharges of cannon, and every kind of mufic9 

. with 
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with which he was fo much ~elighted, that ~ 
invited the performers on board his barge. 

The King was of a grl'ceful ilature and royal 
carriage, of a mild afpeCt and low voice. His 
attendants were drelfed in white cotton or cal. 
lico, of whom fome, whofe age gave them a ve
nerable appearance, feemed as counfellors. an4 
,pc reil officers or nobles. His guards were not 
jgnorant of fire arms, but had not many among 
them, being equipped for the moil p¥t with 
bows ,and darts. The King, ,having fpent fome 
time in admiring the new objeCts that,pre~n~ed 
themfdves, retired as foon as the !hip was 
prought to anchor, and promifed to return on 
the day following; and in the mean time the 
inhabitants. having Ieavetotraffic,-qrought down 
provifions in great abundance. The King Came 
'not aboard, according to his promife. but fent 
his brother to excufe him, and withal to invite 
Drake alhore, propofing to fray himfelf as an 
hoftage for his return. Drake declined going 
himfelf. but fent fome gentlemen of his retinue 
in company with the King's brother. and kept 
the Viceroy till their return. 

Thefe gentlemen were received by another of 
the King's brothers, and conduCted in great 
{tate to the caO:le, where there was a court of, 
at leaft 1000 perfons, among whom were three
fcore ancient men, privy counfellors to the 
King; and on each fide of the gate without, 
frood four old men of foreign countries, who 
ferved as interpreters in commerce. In a iliort 

time 
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time appeared the King himfelf, dreft in Cloth 
of gold, with his hair woven into gold ringlets9 

a chain of gold upon his neck, and on his fingers 
rings very artificially fet with diamonds and jew
els of great value. Over his head was borne a 
rich canopy; and by his chair of flate flood a. 
page with a fan fet with fapphires, to moderate 
the excefs of the heat. Here he received the 
t:ompliments of the Englilh, and then honoura
bly difmilfed them. The caftle, which they had 
fome opportlUlity of obferving, feemed of no 
great force. It was built by the Portuguefe, 
who, attempting to reduce this kingdom into 
abfolute fubjection, murdered the King, and 
intended to purfue their plot by the deflruCl:ioll 
of all his fons. But the general abhorrence 
which cruelty and perfidy naturally excite, 
armed the whole nation againft them, and pro
cured their total expulfion from all the do
minions of Ternate, which, from that tinle, 
increaGng in power, continued to make new 
conqllefls, and to deprive them of other aEqlli
fitions. 

Here they lhipt hetween four and five tons 
of cloves, intending to bring them to Europe. 
\Vhile they lay before Ternate, a gentleman 
came on board attended by his Portllguefe in
terpreter. He was dreiTed fomewhat in the Eu
ropean manner, and foon diflingllilhed himfelf 
from the natives of Ternate, or any country 
they had ever yet feen, by his civility and quick 
comprehenfion. Such a viGtant may eafily be 

VOL. I. S imagin.cd 
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imagined to excite their curiofity, which he 
gratified by informing them that he was a na
tive of China, of the family of the King then 
upon the throne; and that being accufed of a 
capital crime, of which, though he was inno
cent, he had Dot fufficient evidence to clear 
himfeJf, he had petitioned the Emperor that he 
might not be expofed to a trial; but that his 
caure might be referred to Divine Providence; 
and that he might be allowed to leave his 
country, with a prohibition againll: returning, 
unlefs heaven, in attetl:ation of his innocence, 
ihould enable him to bring back to the King 
fome intelligence that might be to the honour 
and advantage of the Empire of China. In 
fearch of fuch information he had now fpent 
three years, and left Tidore for the fake of 
converfing with the Engli1h General, from 
whom he. hoped to recei ve fuch accounts as would 
enable him to return with honour and fafety. 
Drake, whether he credited or difbe1ieved his 
fiory, caufed a recital to be made by one of the 
company, who talked the language of the in
terpreter, of fuch adventures and obfervations· 
as he judged would be moll: pleafing to his vi
fitor, to all which theChinefe Exile gave the ut
molt attention; and, having caufed them to be 
repeated a 'fecond time, to imprefs them in hi~ 
mind, thanked the Creator of the World for 
the knowledge he had gained. He then pro
pofed to the General to fail to his country, to 
which he willingly undertook [0 be his pilot; 

but 
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but Drake could not be induced to prolong his 
voyage. 

He tnerefore fet fail, on Nov. the 9th, in queft 
of a more convenient harbour, where he might 
clean and refit his iliip, which, by the length 
of the voyage, and the heat of the climate, was 
now become foul and leaky. Directing his 
courfe fouthward, he foon fell in with an unin
habited iOand, which, by its appearance, pro
mifed fair to anfwer his purpofe. At a diftance 
it looked like a beautiful grove; the trees were 
large, ftrait, and lofty; but, what was more 
extraordinary, they were interfperfed with fuch 
an aftonifhing number of {hining flies, that the 
whole iOand in the night feemed to glow with 
fire. Here they found a convenient haven, and 
here they landed and continued 26 days. They 
found upon this itland tortoife, but of amon
ftrous fize, and various forts of fruits of a de
licious flavour. 

Leaving this place on the 12th of Decem
ber, they cruelly deferted the unhappy mulatto 
girl, whom they had taken for their pleafure 
from a iliip that fell into their hands on the 
coaft of New Spain. They had, at the fame 
time, taken on board a negroe youth, who 
they thought might be ftrviceable to them in 
converfing with his nation in their way home; 
but, finding him of little or no ufe on board, 
and provifions beginning to fail, they pretended 
to fend this fimple couple far into the country 
~o gather fruits, and, in the mean time, un-

, S 2 mooreq 
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moored the iliip. and hoifted fail; and, before 
the return of the vietims, were Ollt of fight of 
their tears, and out of hearing of their cries: ~ 
melancholy inftance this of the depravity of 
man's heart, and of the relentlefs cruelty of 
minds addieted to rapine and luft. The poor 
girl, not yet fifteen, was ready to be delivered 
Qf an innocent babe; and the youth, not twen,,: 
ty, was the only refource in the midft of her 
diftrefs. What befe! them cannot be known: but 
Providence feemed to puniili the perfidy of the 
crew by a ji:vere trial of their fortitude foon after~ 

Having a wind not very favourable, they hap
pened to be intangled among a multitude of 
iOands, interfperfed with dangero~ls iliallows, 
till January the 9th, J580. When they though~ 
themfdves clear, and were failing along with 
a brifk gale; they were, at the beginning of the 
night, fuddenly furprized in their courfe by a 
fudden iliock, the caufe of which was inftantly 
d ifcovered, for they were thrown upon a con
cealed rock, and, by the fpeed of their courfc::. 
fixed too faft for any hope of ef(lIping. 

Here the intrepidity of Drake was iliaken, and 
his dexterity baffied: here all the horrors of 
mind, attendant on confcious gt)ilt, concurred to 
aggravate the diftrefs of thofe who were inftru.
mental in abandoning the harmlefsOaves. Thofe 
who were innocent reproached the guilty witl~ 
being the authors of their prefent diftrefs ; a~d, 
among the reft, Mr. Fletcher, the ChaplaIn, 
exclaimed againft the Captain, as one whofe 
nimes of murder and luft had brought down 

divine 



SIR. FRANCIS DRAKE's VOYAGES. 133 
divine vengean«;e on all ,the company. Drake, 
who knew well how to di1Temble his refentment, 
judging this an improper time to enconrage 
difputes, endeavoured, by every means in his 
'Power, to appeafe the increaling animofity. To 
preferve, therefore, the minds of the company 
;It reft, he found it nece1Tary to keep their hands 
employed, and, for that purpore, ordered the 
pumps to be conftantly plied. Convinced by 
this experiment that the water did not gain 
upon them in the hold, he conceived hopes, 
that, by lightening thefhip, they might pof
fibly be able to heave her off. He knew it 
would be in vain to perfuade them to part with 
their treafure, and, therefore, he firft caufed 
-the guns to be thrown overboard, and then the 
fpices; and, afterwards, the water-calks to be. 
bulged, being in hopes, that, if they could be 
releafed, water might again be fupplied from 
the neighbouring Wands, fome of which were at 
po great dill:ance. His next attempt was to dif
cover about the fhallows fome place where they 
might fix an anchor, in order to bring their fbip 
to, and, by that means, clear her from the rock: 
but, upon examin.ation, it was found that the 
rock on which they had' ftruck, rof-:, as many 
pthers in thofe feas do, almoft perpendicular, and 
that there was no anchorage, nor any bottom t() 
be fathomed a boat's length from the fbip. But 
this difcovery was by Drake wifely concealed from 
the common failors, lell: they fhould abandon 
~hemfelves to defpair, for which there was, in
~ed, mu\=h caufe, there being no profpecl left, 

but 
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but that they muil: there fink along with the 
thip. 

In this deplorable fituation they had re
mained for four and twenty hours. when 
Drake, finding all human efforts vain, addreifed 
himfelf to his companions in diftrefs. and ex
horted them to lilY afide all animalities, and 
prepare themfelves, by forgiving each other, for 
obtaining that mercy through Chrilt, which 
they could not hope to receive on any other 
terms. "On this occalion," fays my author, 
., every thief reconciled himfelf to his fellow. 
" thief, and fletcher adminiftered the facra
" ment to them all." At length, when their 
hopes had forfaken them, and no new ftruggles 
could be made, they were, on a fudden, reO' 
lieved by the wind's fhifting, and a frefh breeze 

• fpringing up, which taking the ihip on the lee
ward q\.larter, fhe reeled off the rock, without 
receiving any very dangerolls hurt, to the un
fpeakable joy of every fOlll on board~ 

This was the greatelt and moil: inextricable 
diltrefs which they had fuffered, and made fuch 
an impreffion upon their minds, that for fame 
time afterwards they dura not adventure to 
fpread their fails, but went nowly forward with 
the lltmOa circumfpeCl:ion, till, arriving at the 
fruitful inand of Baretene, they entered the 
port to repair what damage the fhip had re
ceived upon the rock. They found the people 
of this iUand of an amiable and obliging difpo
fition, courteous in their manners, and hondt 

l~ 
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in their dealings. They are finely proportioned. 
tall of ftature. and of comely features, The 
men, in general, go naked; but the women 
cover themfelves from the waift downwards, 
are modeft, yet not infenfible of love and plea
fure. They found the ifland abounding with 
every neceffary, and not a few of the comforts 
of life. 

Having repaired the fuip and refrefued the 
men, they continued their courfe without any 
material occurrence till the I Ith of March, 
when they came to anchor before the ifland of 
J ava, and fending to the King a prerent of 
cloth and 6lks, received from him in return a 
prefent fupply of refrefuments; and on the day 
following Drake went himfelf on fuore, and 
entertained the King with mufic, and obtained 
leave to ftore his fuip with provifions. This 
iOand was governed by a great number of 
petty Kings or Rayas, fubordinate to one Chief. 
Of thefe princes three came on board together a 
few days after their arrival, and having, upon 
their return. recounted the wonders they had 
feen, and the civilities with which they had been 
treated, incited others to fatisfy their curiofity 
in the fame manner; and Raya Denan, the 
chief King, came himfelf to view the filip, with 
the warlike armaments and inftruments of na· 
vigation. This intercourfe of civilities fome
what retarded the bllfinefs for which they came; 
but, at length, they not only viCtllal1cd their 
fuip, but payed thl: bottom, which was the 

more 
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more necdfary frequently to be repeated, as, at 
that time, fheathing of fhips was not in prac
tice. 

The J avans were at this time a warlike peo
ple, well armed, with fwords, targets, and dag
gers, forged by themfelves, and exquifitely 
wrought. They were fociable, full of vivacity, 
and beyond defcription happy. They were 
like wife hofpitable to {hangers, and not at all 
addiCl:ed to thievery, the general charatteriftic 
of the Wanders in the Pacific Sea. 

From Java Drake intended to have vifited the 
Malaccas, but his company became trouble
fome, being defirous of returning home. . On 
this occaGon he called to mind the fpeech of 
Malter Fletcher, while they remained hopelers 
upon the rock, and, under pretence of his fpi .. 
riting up the people to oppofe him, he caufed 
him, fays my author, "to be made faft by 
., one of his legs with a chain, and a ftaplc 
<l knocked faft into the hatches, in the fore • 
.. caftle of the !hip. He called all the com
., pany together, and then put a lock about one 
.. of his legs; and Drake, fitting crofs-Iegged 
" on a chelt, and a pair of pantofles in his 
" hand, he faid, Francis Fletcher, I do here 
.. excommunicate thee o\lt of the Church of 
" God, and from all the benefits and graces 
" thereof, and I renounce thee to the devil and 
" all his angels; and then he charged him, 
" upon pain of death, not once to come before 
" the maft; for, if he did, he fwore he fhould 

be 



Silt FRANCIS DRAKE's VOYAGES. 137 
" be hanged, and Drake caufed a pofey to be 
" written, and bound abollt Fletcher's arm, 
" with charge, that if he took it off he lhould 
" then be hanged; the pofey was, FRANC IS 

" FLETCHER, THE FALSEST KNAVE THAT LIV" 

"ETH." It does not, however, appear how, 
long he was obliged to wear this pofey, as it is 
called. But Drake was obliged to alter his re
folution, and comply with the company's de fires. 

On the 25th of March, 1580, he; therefore; 
took his departure, and, on the 15th of june, 
they doubled the Cape of Good Hope, having 
then on board his lhip fifty-feven men, and but 
three cafks of water. 

On the 12th or" juiy they palfed the Line~ 
reached the coaft of Guinea on the t 6th, and 
on july the 22d arrived at Sierra Leona, after a 
moft delightful palfage, in which they difco
vered how much the Portugufe had abufed 
the world in their falfe reprefentations of the 
horrors and dangers that attended the naviga.;,; 
tion round the Cape. At Sierra Leona they 
ftaid two days to refrdh the men, and, having 
fllrnilhed themfelves with wood and water for 
the remainder of the voyage, they fet fail for 
England in high expectation of enjoying in 
their own country the fpoils they had taken 
from the Spaniards • 

. On the I Ith of September they made the 
iOand of Ferara, and, on the third of Novem
ber, they entered the harbour of Plymouth. 
In this voyage Drake furrounded the world. 

Vot.. I. T which 
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which no Commander in Chief had ever done 
before; and what, at that time appeared a thing 
extraordinary, by fteering a weftern courfe they 
had loft a day in their account. 

Their fuccefs in this voyage, and the immenfe 
wealth * they brought home, raifed much dif. 
courfe throughout the kingdom; fome highly 
commending, and fome as loudly decrying the 
principles tip on which it was acquired. The 
former alledged, that this enterprize was not 
only honourable to the Commander who con
dufred, and the crew who affifted in the per
formance of it. butto their country;. that it would 
eftablilh our reputation for maritime !kill in fo
reign nations, and raife a laudable fpirit of emu
lation at home; and that, as to the money, our 
merchants havingfuffered deeply by the treachery 

• Lopez Vaz, a SpanHh writer, fays, that Drake carried 
from the coaft of Peru, 866,000 pezoes of filver, equal to 

866 quintals, equal to 100 pound weight each q.uintal, 
amounting to 1,139,200 ducats. He alfo carried away 
100,coo pezoes of gold, equal to 10 quintals, each quintal 
valued at 1500 Spanilh ducats j and all this over and above 
'the treafure in the fhip, which was not entered, confifting 
of gold, GIver, pearls, precious il:ones, coined money, and 
other things of great value. He alfo rifled the fllips from 
the Philjppine~, laden with {pices, filks, velvets, and other 
rich merchandize, the value not known.-By the above: 
account, the filver only, at 55. per oz. amounts to 259,8001. 
and the gold to 48,0001. Iterl. But we have feen a manu[cript 
that makes the valueof the whole cargo brought home by the 
Golden Hind (for that was the name that Drake chafe his 
fhip. the Pelican, fhauld be known by) amount to 800,0001. 
though that which was divided among the crew was only 
80.0001. Is it notrell.fonablethen to conclude, that the <l.!!een 
and CO\lncil had a confiderable fhare of the remainder? 

and 
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and villainy of the Spaniards in the new difco
vered country, there was nothing more juft than 
that the nation lhould receive an equivalent by 
the reprifals which Drake and his company, at 
the hazard of their lives, had bravely extorted. 

The other party argued, that Drake, in fact, 
was no better than a pirate; that, of all others, 
it Ie aft became a trading nation to countenance 
fuch depredations; that the expedition was not 
only a breach of all our treaties with Spain, but 
likewife of our old leag\:1es with the Houfe of 
Burgundy; and that the confequences would 
infallibly involve the Queen in a war, by which 
the nation would fuffer infinitely more than the 
riches acquired by a fingle lhip could counter
balance. 

Thefe were the fentiments, and thefe the fpe
culations with which tRe different parcies amuft:d 
themfe1ves for fome time after the arrival of 
Drake in his native country. At length, the appro.. 
bation of the ~leen determined the difpute; for 
all acquiefced in the wifdom of their Sovereign. 

On the 4th of April, 1581, her Majefry went 
to Deptford, and dined on board the {hip in 
which fo many Kings had been entertained be
fore; and, after dinner, lhe conferred the ho
nour of knighthood on her Commander; an ho
nour not to be obtained in thofe day s on trivial 
occafions, but as a reward for fignal fervices. 
This mark of diftiflction was a full declaration of 
b\!r Majefty's approbation, file need Drake's ene
mies,and gave joy to his friends. She likewife gave 

T 2 dirc:c~ 
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directions for the prefervarion of the !hip, that 
it might remain a monument of his own and hi!! 
country's glory. 

What contributed the more to render the 
fame of Drake illuftrious, was the freqlJent 
attempts that had been made by naviga
tors, the moft renowned in their time, to at
chieve the fame; but without fuccefs. In 1527 
the ~paniards fent Gracca de Loaifa, a Knight 
of Malta, 'with a fquadron of feven !hips to fol
low the rout of Magellan, who, though his !hip 
returned to Spain, yet he himfelf loft his life. 
before he arrived at the Malaccas, the promifec;l 
iOands. Loaifa pafTed the ftraits, indeed, loft 
fome of his !hips in the South Seas, others put 
into the ports of New Spain, and only his own 
vefTe1 and one more reached the Eaft Indies, 
.where himfelf and all his people peri!hed. 

In 1526, the Genoefe fent two !hips to pars 
the ftraits, of which one was caft away, and the 
other returned home without effecting any thing. 

Sebaftian Cabot, in the fervice of the crown 
of Portugal, made the like trial; but, not being 
able to find the ftraits. returned into the rive~ 
of Plate. ' 

Americus Vefpufius, a Florentine, from whom, 
the new world received its name, undertook to. 
perform, in the fervice of the crown of Portu
gal, what Cabot had promifed without effect; 
but that vain man was frill more unfortunate; 
for he could neither find the ftraits. nor the river 
;.r Plate. 

Some 
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Some years after this, the Spaniards equipped 
a frout fquadron, under the command of SimoQ 
pe A1cafara; but, before they reached the 
height of the ihaits, the crews mutinied, and 
obliged their Commander to return. 

Such repeated mifcarriages, difcouraged even 
the ableft and boldeft feamen; fo that from this 
time both Spaniards and others dropped all 
thoughts of emulating Magellan, till Drake 
~onceiving his deligns, as has already been faid, 
r:oncealed it in his breaft till ripe for execution. 

Being now advanced to eminence, in 1585 he 
was employed in the Queen's fervice, and fent 
on an expedition to the Weft Indies as Com'
mander in Chief; and having under him Cap
tainMartin Forbifher, Captain Knollys, a:ld 
other experienced Officers of the royal navy, he 
took St. J ago, St. Domingo, Carthagena, :lnd 
St. Auguftin. He returned elated with his fuc
cds; bur, as my author fays, not much enrich
f::d by the plunder. 

In 1587, he was again employed in an expe
dition to Liibon, in which Captain Forbilber 
alfo bore a part. Here they gained intelligence 
that a confiderable fleet was afTembled in the 
bay of Cadiz, with a view to the forming an ar
mament for the invafion of England; he imme
diately repaired to their place of rendezvouz, 
and fell upon them at unawares; and, as it is 
faid~ burnt 10,000 tons of fhipping, with all 
the fiores which they were amaffing for the in
~ended invafion. 
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In their return they fell in with a carrack 
from the Eaft Indies, richly laden, of which 
they likewire gOt intelligence in the port ofLif
bon. This was the St. Philip. of which Lin
fchoten gives the following account, when this 
Dutchman was at Goa, the chief fettlement of 
the Portuguefe in the Eaft Indies: " There 
" came in, he fays, from the ifiand of Japan 
~, certain Jefuits, and with them three Princes, 
" being the children of fo many Kings of that 
" country, wholly apparelled like Jefuits, noe 
" one of them above the age of 15 years, being 
~, minded by the perfuafion of the Jefuits to 
" vifit Portingall, and from thence to go to 
~, Rome to fee the Pope, thereby to procure 
" great profit, privileges, and liberties for the 
~' miffionaries in that ifiand. 

" In 1584, they fet fail for Portingallo, and 
" from thence travelled into Spain, where, by 
" the King and all the Spanifh nobility, they 
" were with honour received, and prefented 
4< with many gifts, which the Jefllits kept for 
" themfelves. 

,~ Out of Spain, they rode to fee the Pope; 
" that done, they travelled throughout Italy, 
" where they were much honoured, and pre
" fen ted with many rich prefents, by means of 
" the great report the Jefuits made of them. 

e< To conclude, they returned to Madrid, 
" where with great honour they took their leave 
~, of the King, who furnilhed them with letters 
~. of recommendation to the Viceroy, and ;ill 

" th,; 



Sn FRANCIS DRAKE's VOYAGES. 1 H 
" the Portingall Governors of India; fa they 
c, went to Lillian, and there took !hipping in 
.. 1586, and came to Goa in the !hip called 
" St. Philip, which !hip, in her return to Por
" tin gall, was taken by Captain Drake, being 
" the firfr that was taken coming from the Eaft 
" Indies; which the Portugueze took for an 
" evil fign, becaufe the !hip bore the King's 
" own name;" both Spain and Portugal being 
at that time governed by the fame fovereign. 

" When the Princes and J eruits of Japan ar
" rived at Goa on their return from Europe, 
" they were received, adds Linfchoten, with 
" great rejoicings; for it was verily thought 
" they had all been dead. On their landing 
" they were all three apparelled in cloth of gold 
" and filver after the Italian manner, being the 
" fame the Italian noblemen and gentlemen had 
" given them. They came to Goa very lively , 
" and in high fpirits; and the Jefuits were not 
" a little proud, that through their means the 
" voyage had heen fl1ccefsfl1l1y performed. In 
c, Goa they ihid till the monfoon or time of the 
" winds feuing in to fail for China, and thence 
" to Japan, where, with great triumph and 
" wondering of all the people, they were re
" ceived and welcomed home, to the great fur
" therance of the Jefuits." 

The St. Philip, in her voyage t::> Goa, had been 
driven by ftrefs of weather into Mafambiqut". 
where !he met with the St. Laurence, homeward 
bound, chat had likewifc: been driven into rht: 

f;lme 
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fame port difabled, having loft her ma:ft~,' !an~ 
received other confiderable damage, by whicH 
fbe was rendered unferviceable.'the St. Philip, 
therefore, as foon as fbe had landed her paIr en
gel's at Goa, returned to Mafambique, and took 
in the lading of the St. Laurence, which enabled 
her to make her voyage to Europe about the 
ufual time; a circumftance fortunate for Drake" 
as it increafed both his fame and his fortune. 

In 1588, Drake was appointed Vice-Admiral 
under Charles Lord Effingham Howard, High
Admiral of England, to oppofe the formidable 
armada that had for three years before been fe
cretly preparing in Spain for the invafion of 
England. In Drake's letter to Lord Treafurer 
Burleigh, acquainting him with the approach 
of the Spani:mls, he concludes with this elegant 
compliment to his fLlperior : " That, though the 
" ftrength of the enemy out-went report, yet 
" the chearfulnefs and courage which the Lord 
" Admiral exprem~d, gave all who had the ho~ 
" nour to jerve under him aIrurance of viCtory;'; 
a compliment which was the more admired in 
Drake, as in a former letter to the fame Minifter, 
in which he tells him of his gallant atchievement 
in the port of Cadiz, " Not refting, faid he, at 
" Lifhon, we failed fo clofe to the Spanilh King~ 
" that we finged his beard;" a coarfe metaphor, 
it muft be owned, but ftrongly charaCteriltic. 

Drake's good fortune ftill accompanied him; 
for in the engagement which afterwards happen
ed on the arrival of the armada, though he com

mitted 
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mitted the greateft error that ever Commander 
Was guilty of, by purfuing fome hulks belong
ing to the Hans Towns for plunder, when 
he was cntrufted to carry lights in the night for 
the direction of the Englifu fleet, he mifled the 
Admiral_; yet he was ::heanly Commander whu 
profited mon: by the deftruction of the enemy. 
Lord Howard, fuppoling the lights of the Spa
nifu Admiral to be the lights which Drake was 
ordered to carry, was entangled in the very 
tentre of the Spanifu fleet, before he found 
his mifrake; but, fortunately, night favouring 
his efcape, he difengaged himfelf before he was 
difcovered. This blunder was afterwards effa
ced by the gallant behaviour of Drake; than 
whom no man was ever bolder, or more deter
mined. We do not, however, find his name 
among the Commanders whom the Lord High 
Admiral thought proper to thank for their fer
vices on that occahon. On the 2d of July, fays 
Strype, Sir Francis, obferving a large Spanilh 
galleon, commanded by Don Pedro de Valdez, 
'Yho was the reputed projector of the invalion, 
floating at a dinance from both fleets, fent his 
pinnace to fummon the Captain to furrender. 
who at firil: vauntingly fet him at defiance; but 
being told it was Drake that required him to 
yield, he immediately ftruck his colours, and, 
with 46 of his crew, came on board the con
queror. In this fuip he found 50,000 ducats, 
with other effects to a much greater amount. 

VOL. I. u The 
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The next year he was appointed A'dmiral of a 
(quad ron j"\:nt t9 plac.e Don Ant~nioon the throne 
of Portugual, to which that Pnnce pretended to 
have a righe. " Burt fays Rapin, (whole account 
" of this expedition we /hall follow)as the QEeen 
.. was extremely frugal, and an undertaking 
.. again!t Spain could not but be very expenfive. 
" (he fo ordered it, that Drake and Norris took 
" upon them to be at the charge, in hopes of 
" making themfel yes amends by the booty they 
" ihould meet with. So fue only found them 
" fix fuips of war, with a prefent of 60.0001. 

" with leave to raife foldiers and failors for the 
\. expedition. Drake had already tried the 
., Spaniarc!s in A merica and in the channel, and 
" was convinced they were more formidable in 
.. common opinion tlv-in in reality; wherefore, 
" joining with Sir John Norris, and lome other 
,< private perrons, they, equipped a fleet, and 
" embarked 11,000 foldiers and J 500 rna
"rines. The Hollanders having alfo added 
" fome £hips, the fleet confifted, according to 

" Stow, of J 46 fail, tranfports and victuallers 
"incluGed. Drake commanded at fea, and 
" Norris was General of the land forces. They 
" took with them Don Antonio, who hoped by 
" the. a!fifiance of the Englifu, to be put in 
.. polTd1ion of his kingdom, where he pretended 
" tc.: have 111::n)' friends. 

" They failed from Plymouth on the I Sth of 
" April, :lOd foon af:er arrived at the G~yne, 
" where landing thc:ir troops, they alTaulted the 

" lower 
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" lower town, and carried it by aorm. Then 
" they belieged the upper town. But Norris, 
" having ad vice that the Conde di Andrada w.s 
" approaching with a body of troops to reEeve 
" the place, fuddenly raired the liege to march 
" again!l: him; and, overtaking him, flew 3000 

" of his men. This done, he burnt feveral 
" villages; and, without returning to the liege, 
.. re-embarked his/~roops, their principal de
~' lign being againfl Portugal. 

." WhiHl: they were failing towarJs the coaas 
c< of that kingdom, they were joined by the Earl 
" of Effex, with fame l11ips he had arm;:d at his 
" own chatge, unknown to the ~een. Some 
" days after, they arrived aJ: P,lnlcha, a litrle 
~, town in Portugal, and, taking it, reHore.d it' 
H to Don Antonio; from thence Norris march
&< ed by land to Liilion, Drake prollliiing to 
" follow with the fleet up the Tagus. The 
" army marched 40 mi!es without oppolition ; 
H and encamping before Liilion, took the,'fub
" urbs of St. Catharine: but, as Drake perform
&< ed not his promife, and the army wanted can
" non and ammuni:ion, it was refolved in a 
" council of war to retire. This refolution was 
" taken, becaufe there was no appearance that 
" the Portuguefe were inclined to rev()lt, is 
" Don Antonio had expected; and alio, be
U caufe there was no news of the fuccours he 
~, had boafted of from the King of Morocco. 
" The army marching towards the mouth of the 
,~ Tagus, met Drake, who had t:u>:en the tOwn 

U 2 ~, of 
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" of Cafcaes, and excufed hitnfelf upont~e 
" impoffibility of performing his promif~. 
~, Some days after, the caftle of Cafcaes furrel1-
.. dering, it was blown up; and, to make 
" themfelves amends for the charges of the ex
" pedltion, the .Engli!h leized fixty veffels lade~ 
" with corn, and all manner of naval ftores t9 
c' equip a new fleet againft England, belonging 
" to the Hans Towns. Then they went anc;l 
.. took V IgO, which was abandoned by the in
" habitants; and, firing the town, returned to 
" England. This expedition did fome damag\! 
" to the King of Spain? but was of no benefi~ 
" to Elizabeth.; and the booty was not fuffi
" j:ient to pay for equipping the fleet, though 
" Camden fays, they brought home 150 pieces 
" of heavy cannon, and a great booty; Above 
.. fix thoufand men perifhed in this expedition 
~' by ficknefs." 

The writers of Drake's life fay, that Norri& 
grievoufly reproached Drake with breach of his 
promife, and charged the mifcarriage of rhe ex~ 
pedition to his timidity. Indeed, Drake's good 
genius feerns now to have forfaken hiql; and hap
py, fay the fame writers, if, having received this. 
1irft check at play, he had vvithdrawn his ftake. 

As the war with Spain continued, Hawkins 
and Drake, who, as it fhould feem, wanted tQ 
continue their old game, where the profits were 
more, and the danger lefs, united their interetl: 
to perfllade the Queen and Council to undertake 
an effectual expedition to the Weft Indies, by 

. . which 
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which the nation might be enriched, and th,; 
enemy deprived of thofe refources by whicll 
they were enabled to carryon the war. 

For this purpofe they procured, according to 
Rapin, twenry- fix of the queen's fhips, the 
equipment of which, like the former, feems to 
have been f upplied by pri vare adventure; a prac
tice at that time very common, where plunder 
was to be the reward. The preparations for 
this expedition, however, as it far exceeded alJ 
former enterprizes to the American Indies, could 
not be made fo privately, or conducted fo fe
~retly, but that the Spaniards found means to 
difcover both its Itrength and defiination, and 
prepared them(e\ves accordingly. 

As the places that were to be attacked Jay at 
a great difiance, it was necelfary to gain time, in 
order to fortify them. It was, then::fore, found 
necelfary to devife fome expedient to prevent 
the failing of th~t formidable armament, till 
every thing W IS in readinefs to oFPole it. Ac
cord;.r:iy, ,t was given out, that a fecond inva
fiun was intended againft England; and when 
the Spanifh fleet was ready to fail for Americ:, 
that had been equipping tinder pretence of an 
mvalion, a fham attack was made upon Corn
wall, in order to fpread an alarm, and give i. 
counter.ance. 

This had the defiled effeCt. It was thought 
improper to part with fo many fiouc {hips while 
ike ~13lion was threatened; and the expedition 
was therefore retarded, till the panic had fuCiiJe.i. 

. k 
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It was therefore the 20th of Augufl:, in J 595, 
before the Commaoders obliaiflfld permillion to 
fail; and in the mean time the Q.lIeen haYing 
received advice that the plate fleet;-was fafe ar· 
rived in Eorope, and that only one !hip, which 
had fprung her malt, remained behind, her Ma
jefl:yacquainted them with the intelligence, and 
advlled them to attack Porto Rico, before 
they purfued their grand enterprize, by which 
they mIght make themfelves mafrers of the gal
~eon without lofing ml.!ch time in the conqueft. 

Sir Francis Drake, who was not formed to. 
ila in conjunCt expeditions, had not been long 
';it fea before he difftred in opinion from his fel., 
low Commander, and purfued a projeCt totally 
different from the firfl: objeCt of the voyage. in 
which, however, he was feconded by Sir Thomas 
Ualkerville, Commander of the land forces" 
This fcheme was to atrack the Canaries in the 
way to America; in which, howeveJ;', they 
failed; and (pending neceffarily much time in 
die ilhnd of Dominica in landing and refrdhing 
the men, who, being u;-,l . .:fed to long voyages 
in hot ciimates, wee many of them unfit to. 
proceed, the Spaniards had fa effeCtually pre
p~red them(elves, that, when the Generals came. 
to action, ~hey found an oppofition very dif
ferent from what they expected; and were {OOIl. 

lenfible, that. wliat they had formerly effeCl.ed 
by furprize: with a handful of failors, was not 
npw t<> be accomplilhed with a whole army of 
~ifciplined troops. 
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In their courfe to Porro Rico, one of the 

'fiernmoft fhipsof the Englifu fleet fell into the 
hands of five Spanifu frigates that had been 
fent from Spain to convoy home the galleon 
from that port. From this {hip they gained 
the intelligence of the intended attack, the can· 
fequences of which being forefeen by Sir John 
Hawkins, it threw him into a fudden diforder, 
of which in a few days he died-fome fay, of 
a broken heart. 

They were now, Nov. 12, 1595, before 
Porto, Rico, and the fame Evening that Sit 
John Hawkins died, as the principal officers were 
at fupper, a cannon· !hot from the port pierced 
the cabin, killed Sir Nicholas Clifford, wounc!ed 
Captain Stratford, mortally wounded Sir Brute 
Browne, and frnrck the frool from under Sir 
Francis Drake, as he was drinking fllccefs to 
the attack. 

The next day, purfuant to a refollltion of a 
counc'il of war, a general attack was made upon 
the !hipping in the harbour, bur without effeCt. 
The Spaniards fuffered much, but the Englilh 
more; who, finding it impo/IibJe to make an 
impreffion upon the fortifications of the town, 
weighed anchor, and fl:eered to Rio de la Hacha; 
fet fire to the town and burned it to the ground: 
they likewife performed fome other eploits of 
the like kind; but having landed tl:e troops 
deflined to crofs the illhmus to attack Panama, 
after a fatiguing march in which they were great 
(utferers, they returned, with0Llt being able to 

reach 



152 SIR FRANCiS DRAKE's VOYAGES: 
reach the place. This difapp~tment materi
ally affected Drake, who having, as he thought; 
provided a fufl'icicnt force to carry into execu
tion the enterprize which he had well.nigh ef
fected with a few failors and Symerons fome 
years hefore, could not bear the thought of fur
viving his difgrace. "Now, filys F1:lller, began 
" the difcontent of Sir Francis Drakt' to feed 
.. upon him. He conceived, that expeCl:ation; 
" a mercilefs ufurer, computing each day fince 
., his departure, exaCl:ed an' interet\: and return 
., of honour and profit proportionable to his 
., great preparations, and tranfcending his for
" mer atchievements. He faw that all the good 
" which he had done in his voyage, confifted 
" in the evil he had done the Spaniards afar off, 
0< whereof he could prefent but fmall vifible 
" fruits in England. Thefe apprehenfions, ac
(, conipanying, if not caufing, the difeate of 
" the Hux, wrought his ludden death; and fick: 
« nefs did not fo much untie his doaths, as 
" forro\v did rend at once the robe of his mor
" tality afunder. He lived by the fea, died on 
" it, and was buried in it." 

This account of the manner of Sir Francis 
Drakes death fcerns to be authentic, though 
fame have not fcrupled to infinuate, that fick
nefs had no part in that catafhophe. Be that 
as it may, Fuller;s refkCl:ions upon it deferve 
to be remembered. "Thus, fays he, we fee how 
" great fpirits, having mounted to the higheft 
" pirch of performance, afterwards il:rain and 

" break 



SIR t'RANCIS DRAKE's VOYAGES. 153 
,e break their credit in {hiving td go beyond it. 
" 01', il: may be; God oftentimes leaves the 
" brighteft men in an eclipfe, to {hew that 
" they do but borrow their luftre from his 
" reflection." 

Thus we have endeavoured to trace the i1c~ 
tions of this celebrated navigator from begiri
hing to end. If we have withdrawn the veil, 
which has hitherto covered his infirmities, it has 
been in the purfuit of truth; not with a defign 
to,detract from his real merit, but to {hew his 
tharaCl:er'in the true light. In the current of 
fuccefs, crimes of the cjeepeft die are fometirries 
even patronized by the public. The aCl:ions 
tihich gave rife to Drake's popularity, are fuch 
as a courageous leader, with an hundred armed, 
foHowers, might in thefe peaceable times eafily 
perform, by entering the Cities or towns on the 
coaft of Britain, in the dead of night, cutting 
the throats of the watch, arid all who happen to 
be awake in the ftreets, breaking open and 
plundering hO\lfes, and churches, feizing every 
thing valuable that iliould fall into their hands, 
and before the people could recover from their 
tonfternai:ion; making their efcape with their 
booty. Were fuch a company mafrers of an 
armed velfel, if there were no {hip of force to 

oppofe them, what fuoulcl hinder their fail::16 
from place to place, and, provided tb,), ct;;,:d 
out-fun report, performing the like exploits !~ 
every town they came to? Would there be any
thing tnlly great in this? Or would the man 

VOL. I. X wi::J 
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who fuould undertake and execute an,.enterprize of fuch a horrid nature,. be juftly entitled to the name of Hero? If not, what !ball we fay of Drake's nocturnal enterprize on Nombre .de Dios; of his way-laying the treafur~ in the road from Panama; of his rangiQg the unarmed coafts of Chili and Peru; and of his plundering villages, towns, and !hips belonging to a peaceable un[u[pecting people, with whom his nation was at peace, and from whom oppofition was not to be dreaded? What, indeed, did the people at that time fay? Thofe who were the fulferers cried out loudly againft the plunderer; and Bernardine de Mendoza, the Spaniili Ambaifador at the court of Queen Elizabeth, inlifled that he !hould be punifued fur his robberies, and that all the money and effects he had feized fuollid be reftored; but, if the ~eeQ was a private aJVt:nturer, as, from Drake's declaration to his follo_wers, and from other infrances of the womanifu littlendfes of that Princefs, there is rea[on to fufpe~, What hope was there of jllftice or reftitution from remon:frrance ? Indeed, it faved that a.variciou.s Queen for a pretence co feqllelter the treafure which. Drake brought home, and to convert, it is probable, the greateft part of it to her own ufe; for, as we have already 111ewn from good authority in a note, though the whole booty was va

lued at 300,000 1. yet only 80,0001. was divided among the plunderers ;,and Rapin tells us, thaI' fome part of the trea[ure was afterward~ repaid 
by 
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by the Queen to Spain. If {he had not retained 
enough in ,her hands, no one will fuppoft', that 
the Sovereign, who could caufe the goods of her 
favourite Leicefter to be fet to public fale after 
his death. for the payment o( money {he had 
lent him, would have repaid to Spain from her 
own coffers the plunder that had been unjuftly 
taken by one of her meaner fubje8:s. 

To dignify a8:ions, therefore, of the moft in. 
famous piracy with the name of great, is to ex
alt vice, and to fubftitute fLlccefsful villainy in 
the place of fubftantial virtt:e. If we view Drake 
in the light of a courageous plunderer, he may 
vie with the De 1a Poles, the Blackbeards, or 
any of thofe daring diO:urbers of the times in 
which they lived, who {huck a panic wherever 
they roved to commit their ravages: but, con
fider him as a Commander, employed in the de
fence of his country, and we {hall fee nothing 
to admire, except his courage. In the firO: en
terprize in whi'ch he was engaged, he was indeed 
fuccefsful. The ~een, fufpeCting an intention 
in Philip of Spain to revenge the injuries his 
fubjeCts had received, pitched upon Drake, who 
had given the offence, as the fitteft man to pre· 
vent the confequences. He, therefore, as he 
had done before, attacked the enemy by fur
prize, and fet fire to a defencelefs number of 
tranfports afi'embled in the harbour of Cadiz, 
without a {hip of war to proteCl: them, or a gun 
fired by way of oppofition. The accident which 
afterwards threw the rich India fuip in his way, 

X ~ on 
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on his return home. did him no honour as ~ 
Commander, though it gave him credic as a for
tunate adventurer: nor did his behaviour in-the 
Channel, when, inftead of maintaining-his pofr~ 
he purfued the Hans merchant {hips. add at al.\ 
to his reputation as a Vice-Admiral._His Ame
rican enterprize with Lord Carlille was attendeq 
with no laurels;, and the only two enterprizes 
in which he was employed in a joint command, 
he ruined by his perfidy and felf-conceit. 

It may, indeed, be urged in Drake's defence, 
that it was the policy of the Queen, his Sove
reign, to countenance her fubjdts in diftreffing 
Spain, and in mortifying the haughty monarch 
who fat upon the throne; and thac almoft aU 
the heroes of her aCtive reign, acquired their 
glory by praCti~es founded on the fame prevail
~ng principle. 

This argument in his favour cannot be denied 
its due weight. The expeditions of S,r Joh" 
flawkihs; of Sir Walter Raleigh; of L~rd 
Carline; of Sir John Norris; of the earl of Ef
fex; of Cavendifh; and, indeed, of moft others 
llndercaken againft Spain; were profeffedly 
with a view Co plunder; and the charges of fit
ting them out we~e chiefly borne by thofe who 
were to 'be !barers in the booty: yet, furdy, 
there i~ a material difference between the glor)!, 
that is purchafed by valour in the £i,eld, anq 
fame that is acquired by compaCts to furprize 
~he innocent, and invade the property of die. 
feaceable. 

:fIavin~. 
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Having now feeQ Drake in. two diftioCl: poinr$ 
pf view, as a leader of a compa.sy of plunderer~ 
and as a Commander in the royal navy, let US do 
juil:ice to his charaCter by vi~wing him ;JS a mari
ner, and in that lighthewill hardly have his equal. 
To projeCl: a voyage round the globe, and tc) 

f;onduCl: it without the affiftance of a Lingle ma
riner on board who had ever crofi'ed the Line, 
N uno da Silva, the Portl1g11efe pilot, excepted, 
was, perhaps, one of the boldeft exploits that 
~ver man performed. His navigating his fhips 
along the coaft of Brazil; his carrying them 
through the frraits of Magellan in a fhorter 
time than any mariner has ever done fince; his 
lteeping the rea in a fiorm for thirty days toge
ther in a fmall velTel; his ikill in navigating the 
f:oafts of Chili, Peru, and New Spain, where 
no Englifh {hip had ever failed; his accuracy 
in difcovering the track of the Spanilh fhip from 
the Eaft Indies, and his confummate fagacity 
in purfuing a new courfe home to avoid purfllers; 
cannot be enough admired or applauded. His 
knowledge of the globe is manifefi: from the firll: 
attempt he made to return home by a northern 
paffage; a paffage which he knew would not only 
{ecure him from the danger of purfuers, but, were 
it praClicable, would open a free intercourfe be
tween his nation and the rich inhabitants of that 
ppulem country in which he was then fitl1:lted. 
:finding himfelf, however, difappointed in this 
~efign, how great was his fagacit}'- in the difco
very of an unknown C~)l!r:(ry, wherein to repair 

, h~ 
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his {hip, refrefh his followers; take in wood a,d 
water, and to fupply himfe1f with every ne .. 
ceifary for the vaftvoyage by fea he was to en
counter; and yet, fuch was his knowledge in 
making provifion againft every contingency that 
might happen, that he loft but one man by fick
nefs during the long run from the coaft of New 
Spain to the Ladrones, in which Commodore 
AnCon loft near half his crew. Nor is his {kill 
lefs to be admired in his return from the La
drones, the moO: dangerous navigation of any 
part of the known world t for, except the acci
dent upon the rock, as has already been related, 
he failed from the Ladrones to Java unembar
raffed; from Java to Sierra Leona, on the coaft 
of Africa, without touching at any port, or 
encountering any difficulty, fave from a Ccarcity 
of water; a thing hardly to be credited, and 
which was never performed by any' mariner 
\lefort; his timt', or fince. 



THE 

v o Y A G E S 
o F 

CAPT. THOMAS CAVENDISH, 

THE SECOND ENGLISH NAVIGATOR WHO SAILED 
ROUND THE WORLD. 

T HIS Gentleman was defcended from an 
antient family in Suffolk, whofe anceftors 

came into England with William the Conqueror. 
His father, William Cavendifh, of Trimley St. 
Martin, near Ipfwich, dying young, left his fan 
Thomas a minor, and heir to the manors of 
Trimley, Stratton, and Grimfton, with other 
lands of inheritance to a very conliderable 
amount: but this youth, whofe atchievements 
we are about to relate, being of a high fpirited 
difpofition, and, as foon as he came of age, 
fubjea to no controul, fell early into the fa. 
fuionable gallantries and vices of the times, and 
diffipated the beft part of his ample fortune be· 
fore he entertained any thoughts of applying to 
bufinefs, or, perhaps, was fenfible how deeply 
his affairs were embarraffed. 

But he no fooner began to refiea.-, and to per
ceive, that, without application to fame kind of 
employment, he mufr be undone, than he made 
choice of a fea-faring life, not only as moft fuit
~ble to llis unfettled turn of mind, but alfo as 
the moft likely means of retloring his fortune, 
and eftablilhing hiS-.credit. 

Th~ 
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The kinO"dom was now involved in war witli 

t:> • 

the Spaniards, the then more powerful, and con~ 
fequently'the haughtieft and moll: formidable 
people in Europe; who, drawing immenfe riches 
from their new acquiutions in America, not only 
raifed the envy but the enmity of other. powers, 
by their pride and their perfidy. 

Gentlemen of fortune, and gentlemen of no 
fortune, were about this time equally encourag
ed to diftrefs the enemy. The war laid open 
an immenfe field for enterprize; and everyone 
was at liberty to fhare the harvell, who 'Y-aS will
ing to bell:ow the pains of gatbering tlie produce 
and bringing it home. 

Among the moll: active and the moll: indefa.;. 
tigable was Sir Walter Raleigh, who not only 
was the moll: experienced, but the moll: fuccefs
fulleader of his time. With him our adventurer 
firO: determined to embark; and, as Sir Walter 
had jull: projected a new Voyage to America at 
his own charge, he was ready enough to admit 
affociates, who were able and willing to bear a 
part of the expence. Unfortunately for our 
new adventurer, all the advantage he derived 
from this project was only in the knowledge he 
obtained of fea affairs, and of the temper and 
genius of the people with whom he had to deal; 
for the profits that accrued from the voyage by 
no means anfwered the fums employed in pur.;; 
fuing it. He obferved; that, by means of their 
great riches, the Spaniards could co'mmand in
telligence of all that was in agitation againft 

them 
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them o'n this fide the globe; but that, if they 
were to be taken off their guard, the fouthern 
hemifp'here muil: be the place of action. He 
had already an example, in Sir Francis Drake, 
of the immen[e wealth that was to be acquired 
on the coafl: of Peru, if fecrecy could be pre· 
ferved, and he determined to be upon his guard, 
and to keep his defign folely within his 9wn 
breall:. 

With this view he fold a part of the remains 
of his eft ate, and fet about building two fhips 
proper for his enterprize at Harwich, at that 
time an obl~l1re port, namely, one called the 
Dejire, of 120 tons; and aRocher of 60, called 
the Content; to thefe he added the Hugh Gallant, 
a bark of 4Q tons. In the equipment of this 
little fqlladton, he purchafed many articles of 
commerce to cover his defign, and then privately 
laid in guns, ammunition and ftores, with a 
moderate quantity of provifions, intending to 
purchafe the refl: at fome other convenient port, 
when he was jun: ready to depart. 

He likewife,enliil:ed but half his complement 
of men; and when he arrived at Plymouth he 
fupplied the rell:. In the whole conduct of 
what has been already related ,he was his own fole 
director, and none of thofe who failed with him 
knew whither he was bound, till after theil' 
embarkation at Plymouth. It is even untertain 
whether Lord Hounfdon, who procured his 
commiffion, knew the place of his deil:ina
tion. 

VOL. I. Y An 
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An enterprize fo well concerted cannot fail 
to excite curiollty; and as it was excellently 
written by Mr. Pretty, brother to Sir William, 
who accompanied Cavendifh throughout the 
voyage, it will beft appear in its ancient 
drefs. 

" V\'e departed, 'fays Mr. Pretty, out of 
IJJymollth on Thurlaay the 21ll: of July, 1586, 
with three fails (to wit, the Defire, a 1hip of 
120 tons, the Content of 60 tons, and the 
Hugh Gallant, a bark of 40 tons); in which 
fmall fleet were 123 perfons of all forts, with 
all kind of furniture, and viCtuals fufficient for 
the fpace of two years. On Tuefday the 26th 
of the fame month, we were forty-five leagues 
from C::-pe Finis Terrre, where we met with five 
fails of Bifcayers, coming from the Grand Bay 
in Newfoundland, as we fuppofed, which our 
Admiral {hot at, and fought with them three 
hours; bur we took none of them, by rea[on 
the night grew on. 

The J ft of Augull: we came in fight of Fort 
V entur~, one of the ifles of the Canaries, about 
ten o'clock in the morning. 

On ~unday, being the 7th of Aoguft, we 
were gotten as high as Rio del Oro) on the coaft 
of Barbary. 

On Monday the Isth, we fell in with Cape 
Bbnco, but the wind blew fo much at the 
North, that we could not get up where the 
Canters llO ute to ride and fi{h; therefore we 
lay o,1' lix bO"'ii-~ weft- fouth-wdr, becaufe of the 

fand 
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fand which lieth off the Cape fouth wdl: and 
by fouth. 

The 15th day of the fame month we were 
in the height of Cape Verd, by ellimation 
fifty leagues off the fame. The J 8th, Sierra 
Leona did bear eafl: of 'us, being forty leagues 
from us; and the fame day the wind Ihifted to 
the north.weft; fo that, by the 20th day of 
the faid month, we were in fix degrees thirty 
minutes to the northward of the EquinoCtial 
Line. 

The 23d, we fet fail for Sierra Leona, and 
on the 25th day we fell in \·,ith the point on 
the fouth fide of Sierra Leona, whieh Mr. 
Brewer knew very well, and went in before with 
the Content, which was Vice-admiral: and we 
had no lefs than five fathoms water when we 
had leafl:, and had, for fourteen leagues in fouth. 
wefl:, all the way running into the harbour of 
Sierra Leona, fixteen, fourteen, twelve, ten, 
and eight fathoms of water. 

The 26th of the faid month, we put into the 
harbour; and, in going in, we had by the 
fouthmofl: point at leafl: five fathoms water by 
the rock, which lieth at the faid point: and 
after we came within two or three cables length 
of the faid rock, we never had lefs than ten 
fathoms water until we came up to the road, 
which is about a league from the point, bor
dering always on the fauth-fide until you come 
up to the watering-place, in which bay is the 
\?ell: r9ad; but you mufi: ride far into the bay, 

.y 2 becaufc 
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becaufe there runs prodigious great tides in the 
offing, and it commonly floweth into the roa4 
at a fouth.eail: and by eaft moon. 

It is from England to this place 930 leagues; 
which we ran from the 21ft of July to the 26th 
of this month of Augull:. On Saturday, be
ing the 27th day, there came two negroes 
from the !hore aboard our Admiral, and made 
figns unto our General that there was a Por
tuguefe !hip within the harbol:lr; fo the Hugh 
Gallant, being the Rear-admiral, went up three 
or four leagues, but, for want of a pilot, they 
went no farther, for the harbour runneth up 
three or four leagues more, and is of a pro
digious breadth, and very dangerous, as we 
were afterwards informed by a Portuguefe. 

On Sunday the 28th, the General fent fome 
of his company on !hore, and there, as they 
played and danced all the forenoon among the 
negroes, to the end that they might hear rome 
good news of the Portuguefe !hip, and as they 
were returning to go on board, they fpied a, 
Portugue[e, which lay hid among the bu!hes, 
whom we took and brought away with us the 
fame night: and he told us it was very dan~ 
gerous going up with our boats in fcaTch of the 
ihip that was at the town. Wherupon we 
went not to feek her, becaufe we knew he told 
us the truth i for we bound him and made him 
faft, and fo examined him. He told us alfo, 
that his fhip was there caft away, and that there 
~ere two more of his company among the ne· 
" groes. 
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groes. The Portuguefe's name was Emmanuel. 
/lnd was by his occupation a chalker, pelonu;ing 
to the pOrt of Portugal. 

On Monday morning. being the 29th day, our 
(ienerallanded with 70 men, or thereabouts, and 
went up to their town, where we burnt t .... o or 
three houfes, and took what fpoil we coul~ 
which was but little; but all the people fled: 
and, in our retiring on board, in a very littll!: 
plain, at their town's end, they !hot their arrows 
at us out of the woods, and hurt three or four of 
our men. Their arrows were poiioned ; but yet 
none of our men mifcarried at that time. Their 
town is very artificially built with mud walls; 
~heir hOllfes built round, with their yards paled 
in, and kept very clean, as are their ftreets. 
Thefe negroes ufed great obedience to their 
king, as one of our men [aid, which was an 
hofrage for the negroes which came firfr. There 
were in their town, by e!bma~ion, "bout one 
p~mdred hou[es. 

The firfr of September, there went many of 
pur men on !hare at the w3tering-place, and 
did wa!h filim very quietly all the day. And 
the fecond day they went again, and the negroes 
were in ambu!h round. about tire place; and 
~he carpenter of the Admiral going into the 
wood, to do fame fpecial bulinels, eJpied them 
py good fortune. But the negroes ru!heci out 
upon our men fo fuddenly, that, in retiring to 
pur boats, many of them were hurt; among 
whom \Y m. Pickman, a folrlier, was !hot in the 
lhigh; who, plucking the arrow out, broke it, 
. and 
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and left the head behind; ~nd he told the chi
rurgeons that he plucked out all the arrow, be
caufe he would not have them lance his thigh: 
whereupon the poifon wrought fo that night, that 
he was prodigiouOy fwolen, and the next morn
ing he died; the piece of the arrow with the 
poifon being afterwards plucked out of his thigh. 

The 3d day of the faid month, divers of our 
fleet went up four miles within the harbour with 
our boat, and caught great ftore of filli, and 
went on {hore, and took lemons from the rrees ; 
and, coming on board again, faw two buffaloes. 

The 6th day we departed from Sierra Leona, 
and went out of the harbour, and ftaid one tide 
three leagues from the point of the mouth of 
the harbour, in fix fathoms, and it flowed fouth. 
fouth-weft. 
- On Wednefday, being the 7th of the fame 
month, we departed for one of the iOes of 
Cape Verd, which is ten leagues diftant from 
the point of Sierra Leona; and about five o'clock 
the fame night we anchored about two miles off' 
the illand, in fix fathoms water, and landed the 
fame night, and found plantains only upon1:he 
iOand. 

The 8th day, one of our boats went out, and 
founded about the iOand, and they pa1fed 
through a Sound at the weft end of the ifiand. 
where they found five fathoms water round 
about the ifland, until they came to the very 
gut of the Sound, and then for a caft or two 
they had but two fathoms water, and prefently 
after fix fathoms, and fo deeper and deeper; 

And, 
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And, at the eaft end of the iOand, there was a 
town where negroes reforted at fome times, as 
we perceived by their provilion. 

There is no frelh water on all the fouth. fide 
that we could perceive; bur, on the north· fide, 
three or four very good places of frelh water: 
and all the whole iOand is a wood, fave certain 
little places where the hOtlfes ftand, which are 
environed round about with plantain trees, 
whereof the fruit is excellent meat. This place 
is fubjeCt very much to thunder, rain, and light~ 
ning, in this month: 1 think the reafon is, be
caufe the fun is near the Line EquinoCtial. On 
Saturday the loth, we departed from the faid 
ifland about three o'clock in the afternoon, the 
wind being at the fouth·weft. 

The laft of OCtober, runnin'! weft-fauth-weft, 
about twenty-four leagues fr;m Cape Frio in 
Brazil. we fell in with a great mountain, which 
had an high round knob on the top of it, nand
ing like a tower. 

The firft of November, we went in between 
the iOand of St. Sebaftian and the main land, 
carried feveral things on Ihore, fet up a forge, 
and had our calks on /hore; our cooper made 
hoops; and fo we remained there until the 
23d day of the fame month; in which time we 
fitted our things, built our pinnace, and filled 
our frefh water. And while our pinnace was 
buildin~, there came a canoe from the river of 
Janeiro, me:ming to go to Sr. Vincent, wherein 
were fix naked naves of the country, which did 
row the canoe, and one Portuguefe; and the 

Porru· 
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Portuguefe knew Chriftophu Hare, Mafier of 
the Admiral; for that Mr. Hare had been at St. 
Vincent, in the Minion of London, in the year 
J SH I : and, thinking to have John Whithal; 
the Engli!hman, which dwelleth at St; Vincent, 
come unto us, which is twenty leagues frorrs 
this harbour, with fame others, thereby to have 
had fome frefh victuals, we fuffered the Portu
guefe to go with a letter unto him, who promifed 
to return, or fend fame anfwer within ten days; 
for that we told him we were merchants, and 
would traffic with them; but we never received 
any anfwer from him; and feeing that he came 
not according to appointment, our bufinefs be
ing difpatched, we weighed anchor, and fet fail 
from St. Sebafiian on the 23d of November. 

The 16[h day of December we fell in with 
the coaft of America, in 47 deg. and 20 min. 
the land bearing weft from us about fix leagues 
off; from which place we ran along tl:e fhore 
until we came into 48 deg. It is a fteep beach 
all along. 

The 17th of December, in th~afternoon, we 
entered into an harbour, where our Admiral 
went in firO: ; wherefcre our General roamed the 
faid harbour Port Defire; in which harbour is an 
il1and or two, where there is a wonderful gteat 
ftoreof feals, and another iGand of birds, called 
grey gulls. Thefe feals are of a wonderful big
nefs, huge and monfirous of fuape; and, for the 
fore part of their bodies, cannot be compared to 
any thing better than to a lion: their head, neck, 

and 
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and fore-part of their bodies, are full of rough 
hair; their feet are in the manner of a fin, and 
iIt form like unto a man's hand; they breed and 
cafr every month, giving their young milk, yet 
continually get they their living in the fea, and 
live altogether upon hili: their young are extra
ordinary good meat; and being boiled or raafr
ed, are hardly to be known from lamb or mut
ton. The old ones are of fuch bignefs an J force, 
that it is as much as fom men are able to do to 
kill one of them with great fraves; and he mllfr 
be beaten down with {hiking On the head of 
him; for his body is of that bignefs, that four 
men could never kill him, but only on the head; 
(o( being /hot through the boJy with an harque
bufs, or.a mu{k.et, yet he will go his way into 
the fea, and never care fur it at the prefent. 
Alfo the fowls that WUt there were very good 
rpeat, and great plenty of them; they have bur
rows in the ground like conies, for they cannot 
fly; they have nothing but down upon their 
pinions; they alfo fi/h :!nJ feed in the fea for 
their living, and breed on 111Ore. 

This harbour is a very good place to trim 
fllips in. and to bring them on ground and grave 
them in, for there ebbeth and Howeth much wa
ter;. therefore we graved and trimmed all our 
ihips the~e. 

The 24th of Decem~)cr, being Chrif1:mas
eve, a man and a boy of the Rear-admiral went 
~~n1e forty fcores from our fhips, C,lto a v~ry 
fair green valley at the foot of a mountain, 

VOL. I. Z where 
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where was a lit~le pit or well w~i~h our mell 
had digged and made fome two or three days 
before, to get frdh water; for thc;re was none ill 
all the harbour; and this was but brackith; 
therefore this man and boy went 'thither to waih 
their linen; and being in wathing at the faid 
well, there were great numbers of Indians 
which were come down~ and found the faid 
man and boy in wathing. Thefe Indians being 
divided on each fide of the rocks, £hot at them 
with their arrows, and hurt them both; but they 
fled prefently, being about. fifty or threefcore. 
though our General followed them but with 
fixteen or twenty men. The man was1hot quite 
through the knee, the boy into the 1houlder i 
either of them having very fore wounds. Their 
arrows are made of little canes, and their heads 
are of a flint frone, fet into the cane very arti-: 
ficially. They are as wild as ever was a buck" 
or any other wild beafr; for we followed them. 
and they ran from us as we had been the wildeft 
things in the world. We took the meafure of 
one of their feet, and it was eighteen inches 
long. Their cufrom is, when any of them die, 
to bring him or them to the cliffs by the fea
fiJe, and upon the top of them they bury them; 
and in their graves are buried with them their 
bows and arrows, and all their jewels which they 
had in their life-time, which are fine fueHs that 
they find by the fea-fide, which they cut and 
fquare after an artificial manner; and all ~e 
laid under their heads. The grave is made 

with 



CAPT AI'N CAVENDISH's VOYAGES. 171 

with large ftones of great length and bignefs, 
being fet a'll along full of the dead man's darts, 
which he ufed when he was living. And they 
colour both thfir darts and their graves of a 
red colour, which they ufe in colouring them
felves. 

The 28th of December, we departed out 
of the port of Delire, and went to an Wand 
which lieth three leagues to the fouthwarcl of it > 
where we trimmed our faved penguins with 
falt, for viCtuals, all that and the next day, and 
departed along the coaft fouth-weft: and by
fouth. 

The 31ft we fell in with a rock, which lieth 
about five leagues from the J3nd. much like un';' 
to Edifi:one, which lieth off the found of Ply
mouth j and we founde~ ~nd had eight fathoms 
rocky ground, within a mile thereof; the rock 
bearing weft·fouth-weft:. We went coalling a
long fauth-fauth-weft, and found great Hore of 
feals. This rock ftandeth in 48 deg. 30 min. to 
the fouthward of the Line. 

The 2d day of January, we fell in with a very 
fair white cape, which ftandeth in 5 I degrees, 
and had feven fathoms water a league off the 
land. ' 

The Sd, we fell in with another great white 
~ape, which ftandeth in 52 deg. 45 min. from 
which cape there runneth a low beach about a 
J£ague to the fouthward ; and this beach reacheth 
tb the opening of the dangerous fl:r~it of Ma
~el~~n, which is in divers places five or file 

't 2 lea9\les 
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leagues wide, and in two feveral places more 
narrow. Under this cape we anchored, and loft 
an anchor; for it was a great ftorm, and lailed 
~hree days very dJngerous. 

The 6th day we put in for the {traits. 
The 7th day, between the mouth of the 

ftraits and the narrowell: place thereof we took 
a Spaniard, whofe name was Hernando, who 
was there with 23 Spaniards more, which were, 
all that re::mained of four hundred left there three 
years before, all the reft being dead with fa
mine. And the fame day we pa{fed through the 
narrow eft of the fhaits, where the aforefaid 
Spaniard fhewed us the huH of a fmall bark~ 
~hich we judged to be a bark called the John 
Thomas, one of Drake's fleet. It is from the 
mouth of the ftraits unto the narroweft of th~ 
ftraits fourteen leagues, and the courfe lieth 
we::ft and by-north. T:1e mouth of the ftraits 
lieth in 52 degrees. " 

From the narrowdl: of the ftraits unto Pen
gu;n inand is ten kac;ues, and lieth well:-fouth
weft, Lmewhat to the fouthward, where we 
anchored the 8th day, and killed and falted 
ple::nty of penguins for viCtuals. 

The 9th day we departe::d from Penguin 
iGand, and ral? fout~-fouth-weft to J(ing Phi
lip's city, which t!~" Spaniards had built; 
which to:,n. or city had four forts, and every 
fort had In It one caft piece, which pieces were 
buried in the ground; the carriages were fbnq.. 
ing in their pbcts unburied; we digged for 

them 
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them and had them all. They had contrived 
their city very well, and feated it in the beft; 
place of the ftraits for wood and water: they 
had built up their churches by themfelves : they 
had laws very fevere among them, for they had 
erected a gibber, whereon they had done exe .. 
clition on fome of their company. It feemed 
Vnto us, that their whole living for a great 
fpace was altogether upon mufcles and limpets; 
for there was not any thing elfe to be had, ex
cept fame deer which came out of the moun
tains down to the frefh rivers to drink. Thefe 
Spaniards came to fortify the {haits, to the end 
that no nation £hould have paffage through into 
the South Sea, faving their own only: but, as it 
appeared, it was not God's will fa to have it; 
for during the time that they were there, which 
was two years at the leafi:, they could never have 
any thing to grow, or in any ways profper; 
and, on the other fide, the Indians often prey
ed upon them, until their viCtuals grew fo £hort. 
(their ftore being fpent which they had brought 
with them out of Spain, and having no means 
to renew the fame) that they died like dogs in 
their houfes, and in their clothes, wherein we 
found fome. of them frill at our coming, until 
·that in the end the town being wonderfully 
tainted with the fmell and favour of the dead 
people, the rell: which remained alive we~e 
driven to bury fuch things as they had there 10 

their town, and fo to forIake the town, and to 
go along the fea-fide to feek their viCtuals to 
, preferve 
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preferve them, f~6m fta~vih?,_ ta~,i,ng nothing 
with them but every man his harquebufs, and 
his furnit~re, that was able to do it (for fome 
of them were not able to carry them for weak
nefs), and fo lived, for the {pad: of a year and 
more, on roots, leaves, and fometime$ a f9 W1 
which they might kill with their piece. To con~ 
elude, they fct forwards, determined to travel 
towards the river of Plate, there being only 
twenty-three perfons left alive, whereof two 
were women, which were the remainder of fOllr 
hundred. In this place we watered and wooded 
wdl and quietly. Our General named this 
town Port Famine: it ftandeth in 53 degree~ 
by obfervation ~9 the fouthward. -

The 14th day we departed from this place, 
and ran fouth.fouth-welt, and from thence 
fouth-weft unto Cape Froward, five leagues 
weft-fouth-weft, which cap~ is ~he fouthermoft 
part of all the ftraits, and ftandeth in the lati
tude of 54 degrees. From which ~ape we ran 
weft and by north five leagues~ and put into a 
bay or cove on the fauth-fide. which we calleq 
Mufde-cove, beca\lfe there was great plenty o( 
them: we rode therein fix days~ the Win9 ~dn~ 
ftill wefterly. 

The 2 ift day of January we departed from 
Mufcle-cove, and went north-weft and by-weft 
ten leagpes, to a very fair fandy bay on the: 
north-fide, which our General called Elizabeth"; 
bay: and, as we rode there that night, one o~ 
our men died which went in the Hugh Gallant, 

whof~ 
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whofe name was Grey, a carpenter by his oc-. 
cupation, and was buried there in that bay. 

The 22d we departed from Elizabeth-bay in 
the afternoon, and went about two leagues 
from that place, where there was a fre{h water 
river, up which our General went with the {hip's 
boat about three miles; which river hath very 
good and pleafant ground about it. It is low 
and champaign foil, and we faw no other ground 
in all the ftraits, but what was craggy rocks, 
and monftrous high hills and mountains. In 
this river are a great many favages, which we 
Caw, and had conference with them. They 
were men-eaters, and fed altogether upon raw 
fieth, and other filthy food: which people had 
lately preyed upon fome of the Spaniards before 
fpoken of; for they had gotten knives, and 
fome pieces of rapiers to make darts of. They 
tlfed all the means they could poffibly to have 
enticed us farther up the river, on purpofe to 
have betrayed us ; which being perceived by our 
General, hecaufed us to {hOOt at them with 
our harquc:bulfes, whereby we killed many of 
them. So we failed from this river, to the 
channel of St. Jerome, which is two leagues 
off. 

From the river of St. Jerome, about three or 
four leagues, we ran weft into a cape which is 
on the north· fide ; and from that cape unto the 
mouth of the firaits the courfe lieth norch-weft 
and by-weft, and north· weft ; between which 
place and the mouth of the !traits, to the fouth-. 

ward, 
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ward, We lay in harbour until the 23d of Feb
ruary, by reafon of contrary winds, and moll: 
vile and toul weather, with fucnrain and violent 
ftormy winds which cam~ down from the moun
tains and high hills, that they hazarded the beft 
cables and anchors that we had for to h.old » 
which, if they had failed, we had been in great 
danger to have been call: away, or at leall: to have 
been iamilbed: for, during this time, which was 
a full month, we fed almofl: altogether on muf. 
des, limpets, and birds, orfuch as we could get 
on !bore, feeking every day for them,. as the 
fowls of the air do where they can find food in 
continual rainy weather. 

There is, at everyone or two miles end, an 
harbour on both fides of the land. And there 
are, between the river of St. Jerome and the 
mouth of the ftraits, going into the South Sea. 
abollt 34 leagues, by eftimation ; fo that the 
whole length of the ftr~its is about 90 leagues: 
and the mouth of the faid ll:raits ftande.th nearl,. 
in the fame height that the· entrance ftandeth in 
when w,~ pafs out of the North Sea, which is 
about 5.2 deg. and 40 min. to the fouthward of 
the Line. . ·1:' . 

The 24th day of February, we entered into 
the South Sea; and on tIle Couth fide in gOing 
out of the ftraits is a fair high cape. with' a low 
point adjoining to it; and on the north· ftde are 
four or five iGands which lie fix leagues off the 
main, and much broken and funken ground about 
them. By noon, the fame day, we had .brought 

thefe 
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thefe inands eaft of us five leagues off; the wind 
being foutherly. 

The firll: of Marth, a ftorm took us at iiOrth, 
which night the {hips loft the company of the 
Hugh Gallant, being in 49 degrees 30 min. 
and 45 leagues from land. This ftorm conti. 
nued three or four days; and for that time we 
in the Hugh Gallantj being feparated from the 
other tWO {hips, looked every hour to fink, our 
bark was fo leaky, and ourfelves fo fatigued 
and weakened with freeing it of water, that we 
l1ept not during three days and three nights. 

The 15th of March, in the morning, the 
Hugh Gallant came in between the ifland of 
St. Mary and the Main, where {he met with the 
Admirai and the Content, who had rid at the 
if1and of La Mocha two days, which ifiand 
ftandeth in fouth latitude 38 deg. at which 
place fome of our men went on {hore with the 
Vice-Admiral's boat, where the Indians fought 
with them with their bows and arrows, and 
were very wary of their calivers. Thefe Indians 
were enemies to the Spaniards, and belonged to 
a great place called Arauco, and took us for 
Spaniards, as we afterwards learned. 

The above-mentioned place, Arauco, is very 
rich, and full of gold mines; and yet could it 
not be fubdl1ed at any time by the Spaniards; 
but they al ways returned with the greateft lofs 
of men: for thefe Indians are quite defperatt'; 
and carelefs of their lives, living at their own 
liberty and freedom. 

YOlo. I. A ~ ~~ 
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The 15th day aforefaid, in the afternoon, we 

weighed anchor, and ran under the weft fide 
of St. Mary's lfland, where we rid very well in 
.fix fathoms water, and very fair ground, all 
that nigbt. 

The 16th day, our General went on {bore 
himfeJf, with 70 or 80 men, everyone with hi. 
furniture. There came down to us certain In
dians, witb two which were the Chiefs of tbe 
ifland, to welcome us on {bore, thinking we had 
been Spaniards, for it is fubdued by them; who 
brought us up to a place where tbe Spaniards 
had ereCl:ed a church, with croifes and altars in 
it; and there were about this church two or 
three frore-houfes, wbich were full of wheat and 
barley ready threlhed, and made up in cades of 
tl:raw, to the quantity of a bulhel of corn in 
every cade. The wheat and barley was as fair, 
as clear, and every way as good as any we have 
in England. There were alfo the like cades full 
of potatoe-roots, which were very good to eat, 
ready made up in the frore-houfes, for the Spa.. 
piards when they !hould- come for their tribute. 
This Wand alfoyielded many forts offruits, hogs, 
and hens. Thefe Indians are held in fuch Gavery 
by their mafrers, that they dare not eat a hen or 
hog themfelves: but the Spaniards have made 
them all in that ifiand chrifrians. Thus we filled 
our.felves here with corn as much as we would 
have, and as many hogs as we had faIt to faIt 
th .. m witb, and great plenty of hens, with a 
number of bags of potacoe-roots, and about 50Q 
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dried dog-fifhes, and Guinea wheat, which is 
called maiz. And having taken as much as we 
would, yet we left a prodigious great ftore be
hind us. Our General had the two Chiefs of 
the illand on board our fhip, and provided great 
cheer for them,and made them merry with wine: 
and they, in the end, perceiving that we were 
not Spaniards, made figns, as near as our Gene
ral could perceive, that, if we would go over 
unto the main land to Arallco, there was much 
gold; making us Iigns, that we Ihould have 
great ftore of riches. But, becaufe we could 
not llnderftand them, our General made hall:e, 
and within two or three days we furniilied our
felves, and departed. 

The 18th day, in the morning, we departed 
from this place; and ran all that day north
north-eaft about ten leagues, and at night lay 
with a fhort fail off and on the coaft. 

The 19th, we ran in eall:·nonh-eall: with the 
land, and bore in with a place called the Con
ception, where we anchored under an iOand, 
and departed the nex! morning without going 
on land. 

The 20th, we departed from the Conception, 
and went into a li((le bay, which was randy, 
where we faw frelh water and cattle; but we 
ibid not there. 

The 30th day, we came into the bay of 
Quintero, which ilandeth in 33 deg. and 50 min. 

The laid day, prefently .lila we were come 
to ~n anchor in the bay. there wa3 a herdfman, 
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that kept cattle, lying upon the point of the hill 
aOeep; who, when he awaked, and hqd efpied 
three fllips which were come into the bay, be
fore we could get on thore, he had mounted ~ 
horfe which was feeding by, and rode his way 
as faft as ever he was able; and our General, 
with thirty tho~ with him, went on Q1ore. H~ 
had not been on land an hour when there came 
~hree horfemen with bright fwords towards us, 
fo hard as they could ride, till within a quarter 
of a mile of us, and then !topt, and would come 
no nearer unto us: fo pur General fent unto 
them a couple of our men with their Q1ot, and 
Hernando, who was the Spaniard that we ha9 
taken up at the mouth of the ftraits. But the 
Spaniards would not fuffer our men to come 
near with their thot, but made fign! that one of 
pur men thould come alone unto them: fo the;:: 
faid Hernando, the Spaniard, went unto them, 
and our two men ftood not far from 'them. 
They had fome conference; and, in the end, 
Hernando came back from them, and told our 
General that he had parBed with them for fome 
victuals, and they had promifed as much as we 
would have. Our General fent him back again 
with another meffage, and another thot with 
him; and being come near unto them, they 
would not fuffer any more than one to approach 
them: whereupon our men let the Spaniard go 
"\lnto them alone; who being at fome good 
diftance from them, they ftaid but a fmall time 
~~~et~er, before the faid Hernando leapeq 

up 
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alp behind one of them, and rode away with 
~hem, notwithftanding the damnable oaths which 
he had made continually to our General, never 
to forfake him, but to die on his fide before he 
would be falfe. Our General, feeing how he 
was dealt with, filled water all that day with 
good walch, and carried it on board; and night 
being come, he determined next day to fend 
into the country to find their town. and to have 
taken the fpoil of it, and to have Bred itJ if they 
could have found it. 

The laft of March, Captain Havers went up 
into the country, with 50 or 60 men, with their 
~ot and furniture with them. and we travelled 
feven or eight miles into the land: and, as we 
were marching along, we efpied a number of 
herds of cattle, of kine and bullocks, which were 
wonderfully wild: we faw alfo great plenty of 
horfes, mares, and colts, which were very wild 
and unhandled : there is alfo great ftore of hares 
and conies, and plenty of partridges, and other 
wild fowls. The country is very fruitful, with 
fair freth rivers all along, full of wild-fowl of 
all forts. Having travelled fo far, that we could 
go no farther for the monftrous high mountains. 
we refted ourfelves at a very fair freth river, 
funning in and along fair low meadows, at the 
foot of the mountains, where every man drank 
of the river, and refrelhed himfdf. Having fo 
done, we returned to our thips, the likelieft way 
we thought their town would be; fo we travel. 
~!i aU th~ day lon~, not feeing any man, but we 

met 
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met with many wild dogs; yet there were two 
hundred hor[emen abroad that [arne day, by 
means of the Spaniard which they had taken 
from us the day before. who had told them that 
our force was but fmall, and that we were won
derfully weak; and, though they did e[py us 
that oay, yet durft they not give the on[et upon 
us; for we marched along in array, and ob
ferved good order, whereby we feemed a greater 
number than we were, until we came unto our 
fuips that night again. 

The next day, being the firft of April, 1587, 
our men went on fuore to fill water at a pit 
which was a quarter of a mile from the water
fide; and, being early hard at their bufine[s, 
were in no readinefs: mean whtle, there came 
pouring clown from the hills almoft two hundred 
horfemen, and before our people could return 
to the rocks from the watering-place, twelve of 
them were cut off, part killed, and part taken 
pri[oners ; the rell were ref cued by our fol<iliers 
who came from the rocks to meet with them; 
for though only fifteen of us had any wea
pons on fuore, yet we made the enemy retire 
in the end, with the lofs of twenty-four of their 
men, after we had ikirmifued with them an hour. 

After the lo[s of thefe men, we rode at anchor. 
and watered in defpite of them, with good watch 
and ward, until the 5th of the faid month. 

The 5th day, we departed out of this bay of 
Quintero; and off from the bay there lieth a 
little iiland, about a leaQ:ue diltant, whereon there . ~ 

are 
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~re great ftote of penguins, and other fowls, 
whereof we took to ferve our turns, and failed 
away north, and north-by-weft: ; for fo lieth the 
coail: along this place. 

The 15th, we came thwart of a place, 
which is called Morro-Moreno, which il:andeth 
in twenty-three degrees thirty minutes, and is 
an excellent good harbour: and there is an 
ifland which maketh it an harbour; for a lhip 
may go in at either end of the ifland. Here we 
went with our General on lhore, to the number 
of thirty men; and as foon as we had effeaed 
our landing, the Indians of the place came down 
from the rocks to meet us, with frelh-water and 
wood on their hacks. They are in great awe 
of the Spaniards, and very fimple people, liv-' 
ing moil: favagely: for they brought us to their 
dwellings, about two miles from the harbour. 
where we faw their women and bedding, which 
is nothing but the {kin of fome beaft: laid upon the 
ground; and over them, inftead of houfes, is 
nothing but five or fix fticks laid acrofs, which 
thnd upon forked fticks fiuck in the ground, 
and a few boughs laid over them. Their diet is 
raw filh, which ftinketh moil: vl1ely: and when 
any of them die, they bury their bows and ar
rows with them, and all that they have; for we 
opened one of their graves, and faw the order 
Qf them. Their canoes or boats are very arti· 
6ciaUy made of two {kins refembling bladders, 
and are blown full at one end with quills: they 
have two of thefe bladders blown full, which are 

fewed 
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fewed together, and made faft with a finew of 
fome wild beaft; which, when they are in tb~ 
water, fwell, fo that they are as tight as may be. 
They go to fea in thefe bolts, and catch plen~y 
of filb, but they ufe it in a beaftly man .. 
nero 

On the 23d, in the morning, we took a 
fmall bark, which came out of Ariea road, 
which we kept and called the George. The 
men forfook it, and went haftily away with their 
boat. Our Admiral's pinnace followed the boar,. 
and the Hugh Gallant's boat took the bark: 
our Admiral's pinnace could not recover the 
boat before it got on !hore, but went along 
into the road of Ariea, and laid aboard a great 
{hip of one hundred tons, riding in the road 
right before the town, but all the men and 
goods were gone out of her, only the bare !hip 
was left alone. They made three or four very 
fair !hots at the pinnace as !he was coming in, 
but miffed her very narrowly with a minion
iliot which they )lad in the fort. Whereupon 
we came into the road with the Admiral and 
the Hugh Gallant: but the Content, which was 
the Vice-Admiral, was behind out of fight ~ 
by means whereof, and for want of her boat to' 
land men withal, we landed not: otherwife, if 
we had been together, our General with the 
company would refolutely have landed to' 
take the town, whatfoever !hould have com~ 
of it. The caufe why the Content ftaid 
1;>eh!,!d, was, th,,~ !he ~"d found, 'o\bout four .. 

~cej:] 
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teen leagues to the fouthward of Arica, in a place 
where the Spaniards had landed a whole fhip's 
lading of borigas of wine of Cafrile, whereof the 
faid Content took into her as many as fhe could 
conveniently carry. and came after us into the 
road of Arica the fame day. By this time we 
perceived that the town had gathered all their 
power together, and alfo conveyed all their 
treafure away, and buried it, for they had heard 
of us. 1'\ ow, becaufe it was very populous with 
the aid of one or two neighbouring places, our 
General faw there was no landing without lofs 
of many men; wherefore he gave over that en
terprize. While we rode at anchor they fhot at 
liS, and our !hips !hot at them again for every 
!hot two. Moreover, our pinnace went in clofe 
almofr to the !hore, and fetched out another 
bark which rode the're, in defpite of all their 
fons, though they !hot frill at the pinnace, 
which they could never hit. After thefe things 
our General fent a boat on fhore with a flag of 
truce, to know if they would redeem their great 
.,fhip or no: but they would not; for they had 
received fpecial commandment from the V ice
roy at Lima, not to buy any fhip, or ranfom 
any man, upon pain of death. Our General did 
this, in hopes to have redeemed fome of our 
men, which were taken prifoners on fhore by 
the horfemen at Quintero, otherwife he would 
have made them no offer of parley. 

The 25th, riding frill in the road, we fpied 
a fail coming from the fouthward, and our Ge-

VOL. I. B b neral 
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neral fent out his pinnace to meet her, with aU 
our boats; but the town made fuch figns from 
the hiU with fires and tokens out of the wa:ch· 
houfe, that before our pinnace could get to 
them, they ran the bark on fuore two miles to 
the fouthward of the town; but they had little 
leifure to carry any thing with them, but all th~ 
men efcaped, among whom there were certain 
friars, for we faw them in their friar's weeds as 
they ran on fuore. Many horfemen came from 
the town to refctle them and to carry them away, 
otherwiCe we had landed and taken or killed 
them: fo we went on board the bark as (he lay 
funk, and fetched out the pillage; but ther.e 
was nothing \n it of any value: and we came o,n 
board our (hips again the fame night, and the ne~t 
morning we fet the great (hip on fire in the 
road, and funk one of the barks, carrying the 
other along with us, and fa departed from 
thence, and went away north weft. 

The 27th, we took a fmall bark which came 
from St. J ago; near unto ~intero, where we loft 
our men firft. In, this bark was one George, 
a Greek, an intelligent pilot for all the coa1l:,pl 
Chili. They were lent to the city of Lima 
with letters of advice of us, and of the 10Cs of 
our mep: there were a1[0 in the faid bark ope 
Fleming and three Spaniards, and they were all 
fworn, and received the [acrament, before they 
came to fea, by three or four friars, that, if we 
fuould chance to meet them they fuould throw 
thofe letters overboard; which as we were giv. 

ing 
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ing them chace with our pinnace, before we 
could reach them, they had ac.:ordingly thrown 
away. Yet our General wrought fa with them, 
that they did confHs their errand; but he was 
fdin to caufe them to be tormented with their 
thumbs in a winch, and to repeat it feveral 
times with extreme pain: alfo he made the old 
Fleming believe that he would hang him, and 
the rope being about his neck, he was pulkJ up 
a little from the hatches; and yet he would not 
confefs, chl1!ing rather to die than he would be 
perjured. 

The 3d of May, we came into a bay where 
are three little towns, which are called Paracca, 
Chincha, and Pifca; where fame of us landed, 
and took certain houfts wherein was hread, 
wine, figs, and hens: but the fea went fa high 
that we could not land at the beft of the towns, 
without linking of our boats, and great hazard 
of us alL This place itanderh in thirteen degrees 
and forty minutes tet the IOllthwaru of the Line. 

The 5th of May, we departed from this har
bour, kaving the Content, our Vice-Admiral, 
at the iOand of ~eals, by which means at that 
time we loft her company. 

The 9th, we gave chace to a f.til, but we 
could not reach it. • 

The loth day, the Hugh Gallant, in which 
bark I Francis Pretie was, loft company.of our 
Admiral. 

The II th, we who were in the Hugh Gal
lant put into a bay which ftandet~ in twelve de-
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grees forty minutes. in which bay we faun4 
a river of frdh water abo!:1t ~igbt o'clock'3t 
night; and though we were but of fmall force, 
no more than one bark and eighteen men in it, 
y.et we went on {hore to fill water; where, hay· 
ing filltd one boat's lading, while our crew were 
going on board, two or three of our company 
\'Vhich were on {hore, as they were going a 
little from the watering-place with their furni .. 
ture about them, fpied where there were four 
or five hundred bags of meal on an heap ~o., 
vered with a few reeds; fo that night we filled 
water, and took as much meal as we thought 
good, which fell Ollt well for us who were then 
loft, and ftood in need of vitl:uals: and, by 
break of day in the morning, we came on board, 
and there ftaid and rode until the afternoon; in 
which time the town, feeing us ride there frill, 
brought down much cattle to the fea-fide to 
have enticed us to come on {hore ; but we faw 
their intent, and weighed anchor, and departe4 
the 12th day. 

The 13th day at night, we put into a bay 
which frandeth in nine degrees twenty minutes, 
where we faw. horfemen. And that night we 
landed, namely, Mr. Bruer, captain; myfelf; 
Arthur Warford; John Way, preacher; John 
Newman; Andrew Wight; William Garge~ 
field; and Henry Hilliard; and we eight only, 
having every man his harquebufs and his furni
ture about him, marched three quarters of a 
mile along the fea-fide, where we found a boa~ 

, of 
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of five or fix tons hauled up dry on the {hore7 

about a cable's length from the water; and with 
extreme labour we launched the bark. When it 
was on ·£1oat, Captain Bruer and I went in, while 
the reft were fetching thelf things; but fud~ 
denly it was ready to fink, and the: Captain and I 
flood up to the knees, laving out the water with 
our targets; but it funk down falter than we 
were able to free it, infomuch that in the end 
we had much ado to fave ourfelves from drown~ 
ing. When we were out, we flood in great fear 
thJt our own boat, wherein we came on lhore, 
was funk; for we could no where fee it. How
beit, the Captain commanded them to keep it off 
for fear of the great furge that went by the 
fhore, yet in the end we fpied it, and went on 
board by two and two, and w.ere for!:ed to wade 
~lP to the arm· pits fixty paces inte the fea, be. 
fore we could get into the bpa.(, by reaCon of 
,he thoalnefs; and then departed the fourteentb. 
day in the morning. 

The 16th, we took with the Hqgh Gallant, 
being but fix teen men of us in it, a large {hip 
which came from Guaianil, which was called 
the Lewis, and was of the burthen of three 
hundred tons, having twenty. four men in it; 
when:in was a pilot, one Gonfalvo de Ribas, 
whom w.e carried along with us, and a negroe 
called Emmanuel. The fhip was laden with 

• nothing but timber and viCl:uals, wherefore We 
Jefe her fev~n or eight leagues from the land very 

leaky 
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leaky and ready to fink: we funk her boat, and 
took away her fore fail and fome provifions. 

, The I, th of May, we. met with our Admiral 
again, and all the reft of our fleet: Iney had 
taken twO !hips, the one laden with fugar, me
Jaffes, maize, !kins, many packs of pintadoes, 
fome marmalade, and a thoufand hens. The: 
other !hip was laden with wheat- meal, and boxes 
of marmalade. One of thefe lhips, which had 
the chief merchandize in it, was worth twenty 
thoufand pounds, if it had been in Engl;.md, or 
in any other part of Chriftendom, where we 
might have fold it. We filled all our (hips 
with as much as we could of thefe goods; the 
reft we burnt and the !hips alfo, and fct the meR 
and women that were not killed on !hore. 

The 20th day in the morning, we came into 
the road of Paita; and, being at an anchor, our 
General landed with fixty or feventy men, {kir
mi!hed with fome of the town, and drove them 
all to flight to the top of the hill which is over 
the town; except a few naves and fame others 
who were of the meaner fort, who wc;re com. 
manded by the Governor to Hay below in the, 
town at a place which was building for a fort, 
having with them a bloody enfign, being in 
number about an hundred men. Now, as we 
'were rowing between the !hips and the (hare, 
our gunner !hot off a great piece out of one of 
the bark5, and the !hot fell among them, and 
made them to fI y from the fort, as faft as they 
could run; but, having got up upon the hill, 
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they,. in their turn, fuot among us with their 
fmall-lhot. After we were landed, and had 
taken the town, we ran upon them and chaced 
them fo fiercely for the ipace of an hour, thac 
we drove them in the end away by force; and, 
being got lip the hills, we found whae they 
had hid what they had brought out of the 
town. Wealfo found thequanuty of twenty-five 
pounds weight of fitver in pieces of eight, and 
abundance of houlhold ftuff, and ftorehoufes full 
of all kinds of wares. But our General would 
not Cuffer the men to carry much cloth or ap
parel away, becaufe they ihollid not clog them
felves with burdens; for he knew not whether 
our enemies were provided with fire-arms ac
cording to the lIumber of their men, for they 
were five men to one of us, and we had an 
Englilh mile and an half to our lhips. Being 
come down in fafety to the town, wLic;l waS 
very well built, and kept very clean in every 
ftreee, with a town-houfe or guildhaIl i<l the 
midft of it, and had to the numberof two or three 
hundred houfes at leaft in it; we fet it on fire, 
and burnt it to the ground, and goods to the va
lue of ·five Or fix thollf.lnd pounds. There wa:; 
alfo a bark riding at andlOr ill the road, which we 
fet on fire and departc:d, din:Eting our courfe to 
the iUand of Puna. 

The 25th of May, we arrived at the il1and 
of Puna, where is avery good brbour_ There 
we found a great fui p of 250 tons riding at an
chor with all her futnitun:, which was ready to 

be 
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be hauled on ground, for there is a fpecia1 
good place for that purpofe. We funk it and 
went on {bore, where the Lord of the iOand 
dwelt, who had a fumptuous dwelling, which 
was by the water fide, exceedingly well contrived. 
with many very fingular good rooms and cham-' 
bers, in it, and out of every chamber was fram. 
ed a gallery, with a ftately profpeCl: towards the 
fea on one fide, and into the ifland on the other 
fide, with a magnificent hall below, and a very 
great ftorehoufe at one end of the hall, which 
was filled with botigas of pitch and baft to make 
cables with; for the moft part of the: cables in 
the South Sea are made upon that ifland. This 
great Cafique obliged all the Indians on the, 
iO:md to work and trudge for him: he is an lri. 
dian born, but is married to a beautiful woman 
who is a Spaniard, by reafon of his plearant ha
bitation and his great wealth. 

This Spani/b woman, his wife, is honoured as' 
a Queen in the ifland, and never walketh upon 
the ground on foot, but accounteth it too bare a 
thing for her; but when her pleafure i~ to take 
the air, or to go abroad, fue is always carried in 
a fedan upon four men's /boulders, with a veil or 
canopy over her, to fuade ber from the fun or 
the wind, having her gentlewoman ftill attend· 
ing about ha, with a great troop of the beft men 
in the iOand with her. But both fhe and the 
lord of the ifland, with an the Indians in the 
town, were nearly fled out of the ifland before 
we could get to an, anchor, by rearon we 

were 
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were btcalmecj be{ore we could get in, and were 
gODe over UJJto the main land, having carried 
with them 100,000 crowns, which we knew by 
a Captain of the ifland, an Indian, whom we had 
taken at fea as we were coming inco the road. 
being in a balfa or a canoe for a fpy to fee wh~ 
we were. 

The 27th, our General himfelf, with cettain 
thot and fome targetliers, went over to the main 
Unto the place where this 'Indian Captain told 
us the CaCIque, who was Lord of all the iaand. 
was gone unto, and had carried all his treafure 
with him: but, at our coming to the place 
where we went to land, we found newly arrived 
there four or five great balfas laden with plan.; 
tains, bags of meal, and many other kinds of 
viCtuals. Our General marvelled what they 
Wer.e, aDd what they meant, afking the Indian 
guide, and commanding him to fpeak the truth 
upon his lif~. Being then bound fafr, he an
fwered, being very much abalhed, as well as 
Our company were, that he neither knew from 
whence they lhould come, nor who they 
lhould be, for never a man was -in either of 
the balfas; yet he had told our General before. 
that it was an eafy matter to take the faid Ca
fique and all his treafure; and that, there we:re 
but three or four houfes ftanding in a defarE 
place, and no refi1tance; and that if he found 
jt not fo, he might hang him. Again being de
mandtd to fpeak upon his life what he thought 
thefe balfas 1hould be? he anfwercd. that he 
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could not fa.y what they were, nor from whente 
they thould come, except it was (0 carry fixty 
foldiers, who he did hear were to go to a plaa: 
called Guaiaquil, which was about fix leagues 
from the faid illand, where two or three of the 
King':s lhips were on the ftocks in buikling.and 
where there were continually an hundredfoldkrs 
in garrifon, who had heard of us, and had fent 
for fixty more, fol' fear of burning of the fbips 
and town. Our General, not any whit difcol1-
raged, either at the fight of the balfas un looked 
for, or at hearing of the fixty foldiers not;until 
then fpoken of, bravely animated his compaoJ 
to the exploit, went prefendy forward, being in 
the night in a moft defart path through the 
woods, until he ca1ne to the place; where, as 
it feemed, they had kept watch either jlt thC 
water-fide, or at the houfes, or at both, and were 
newly gone out of the houfes" having fo fbor~ 
warning. that they left the meat both boiling and 
roafting at the fire, and were fled with their trea;' 
fure with them, or eife buried it where it could 
jlot be found. Our company took hens, and fuch 
things as we thought good, and came away. , 
.- The 29th, our Gereral went in the {hip's 
boat,unto a little ifiand adjoining, whither t~ 
C~ue, who was Lord of Rena, had caufes:l:all 
the, hangings of his chambers, which were Cor
dovan leatheI:, all gilded over. and painted very 
fair aod rich, ,with all his houlhold ftuff, andall 
the lbip's tackling which were riding in the road 
at our caming in, with great ftore of nails, fpik/!s 

of 
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of iron, and 9ety man, other things; to be·con
veyed; all which we found, and brought away 
what outGeneralltheught requifite for theihipso 

This-iOand is very pleafant for all the de
lights of life, and fruittul; but tbere are no 
mines of gold or fit ver in it.··· There are, at lea£l', 
200 houres, int the town about the Cafiqut:'s pa
lace,' and -as many in one or two towns more 
upon the . ifiand, which is almoO: as big as the 
HIe of Wight, in England. There is planted, 
on the one fide of the Cafique's houfe, a fair 
garden with all herbs growing in it, and at the 
lower end a well of frefh water, and round about 
it are trees fet, whereon bombazine cotton grow
eth after this manner: The tops of the trees 
grow full of cods, out of which the cotton 
groweth, and in the cotton is a feed of the big
befs of a pea, and in every cod there are feven 
or eight of thefe feeds; and if the cotton be not 
gathered when it is ripe, then thefe feeds fall 
from it and fpring again. 
r There are alfo in this garden fig-trees, which 
bear tontinually; alCo pompions, melons, cu
cumbers, raddifhes, rofemary, and thyme, with 
many other herbs and roots. At the oth~ end 
of the houfe there is alro another orchard, where 
grow oranges, fweet and four lemons, pomegra
nates, and limes, with divers other fruits. There 
is very good pafture ground in this iCland; and 
there are many horres, oxen, bullock", {hee-p very 
fat and fair, a great many gaits, which are very 
Um,e, and areufed continually to be milked. 
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ih(:y have a,l,Jo; if.llun~Qq: of pigecw, turkip.. 
and ducks of prodigious bignefs • 
. iher~ was alfo a very la,rge and great ,h~" 

Jlear to t\1(:: Calique's ~oufe .. wh~berhe cauled 
a\1 the In<;!.ians)n the illand to come and heaf 
mafs, for he hi!l1felf was made a chriftian. when 
married to the Spanilh woman before fpoken of; 
and upon his can~erijon he caufed the reft of bis 
fubjt:Cl:s to be chri£tened. In tbis c;hurc;h was 
an high altar, with a cruci6x~ and five bells bap·g. 
ing in one end thereof. We burnt the church, 
and brought the bdls away. 

By this time we had hauled on ground our 
'Admiral, and made her clean, burnt her keel, 
plcched and tarred her, and had hauled her on 
fl.oat again; an<,i, in the mean time, kept watc4. 
III the great haufe both nigot and d1iY. 

The 2d of June, in the morning,. by day~ 
break, everyone of the watch having gone 
~hroad to feek provi/j.ons. fome one ,way and 
(orne another, fome for hens, fame for 1heep. 
fQme for goats; upon a -fudden, there came 
d~wn upon us an hundred faldiers, with muf~ 
qllets, and an enfign, which were lanped on the 
other fide of the Wand that night. and all the 
Indians of the ifland along with them, everyone 
with weapons, and their baggage after them i
which happened by means of a negroe, whofe 
na;.n'e was Emmanuel, who fled from us at our 
fidt landing there~ Thus, being taken at a diC ... 
advantage, we had the worft. for our companY' 
did not e~c~ec;! 'bq~!!Q qr ~wentYI whereof t*e~ 
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had flain one or two before they were come to 
the hou!es; yet we fitirmlfhed witb them ail 
hour and a half. At laft, being greatly over~ 
tharged with multitudes, we were driven down 
from the hill to' the water-fide, and there we 
kept them m playa while, until in the end our 
halberdier, who had kept the WlJY of the hill. 
~nd had flain a rouple: of th~m as he breathed 
himfdf. had all hO{lI~urable :dcat~ rer a' iftot 
{tru-ck. him to the heart; who, feelin~ him{elf 
mortaHy wounded; crued'to God for rDer€Y. and 
fell down dead. But,. foon after, me enemy was 
driven back from the banl~ fide to thet green i 
and, in the end, oqr boat came, and;cal'ried as 
many of our men as could go in her withOlaf: 
hazard of finking; but one af our men was {hot 
through the head \Wth. his own piece, being a 
fnap-hand, as he was g4!tting into the boa-to f'o~ 
of us were left behind, which the boat could not 
carry. of whom lU)'k:lf was one, whG had our 
(bot retadr, and retired into a cliff unt-il 'the boat 
came again, which was prefently after they had. 
carried the refl: on board. There:wete furty-fill 
of the enemy flain by us, whereof they ~ragged 
fame into bullies, ana fome into old h01Jfes~ 
whicR we found af~wards. We toll only u 
pi" our men. 

The fame day we went on thore again with 
70 men, and had a frdh fltirmilh with the ene
my, and made them retire. This done. we fet 
nre t-o the towh, and burnt it to the ground; 
~nd, {hortlyafter, made havock. of their fields, 

Qrchards l 
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crcharck, antI gardens, and burnf four' 'gteat 
filips more, which were building On the floelts'.' 

The jdof June, the Content, which was our 
Vice.A:dmiral, was hauled on ground togrllve 
at thefarneplace, in fpite of the Spaniards ;3nd 
al(o our pinnace was new trimmed . 

.. T~ 5th, we departed out of the road'· of 
Puna, where we remained eleven days,~· arta 
turned up toa place which is called Rio Dolce, 
where we watered; at which place alfo we funk 
our Rear·}\dmirat, called the Hugh Gallant, 
for want of men, being a bark of 40 tons. 

The loth, we fettheIndians on fhore,.which 
we had taken before as we were com"ing into the 
read of Puna. . 

, The I nh, we departed from Rio Dolee. 
The 12th, we doubled the EquinotliaJ Lint". 

and continued our courfe northwards all that 
month~ 

The Iil: of Joly, we had fight of' the coaft of 
Nueva Efpanna, being four leagues diftant from 
land, in the latitude of 10 degrees"to the north-
.ward of the, Line. " 
" The 9th, we took a new fhip of J 20 tons 

burthen, wherein was one Michael Sancius; 
whom our General took to ferve: his torn to 
water along the coaft; for he was onebf the 
beft coafters in the South· Se.. "This Michael' 
Sancius was a provincial born in Milrfei11~ and" 
was the firft man that told, us news of the l great 
1hipcaUed the Santa Anna, which we afterward3 
tQOk coming.from the Philippines. 

There 
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There were rue men moreio this new Aip.' 

We ioqk,be~.fail~ 1'Opes .. and firc:.wood, to [eI'Ve 
our turns, .fet her on 611=, and kept the men. 

';fhe .. loth. we took another bark, wbichwas 
going with advice of us and our !hips all along 
the coaft, as Michael Sancius ~qld us; but all 
company that were in the bark were fled on 
fuore •. Neither of thefe (hips had any goods iii 
tbem; for they came both from Sonfonate, in 
the province of Guatimala; the new Olip, for 
fear we 1hould have taken her in the road; and 
the bark, to carry news aloog the coafl:. which 
bark we alCo Let on fire • 
. The 26th. we came to anchor in ten fathoms; 

in the river of Copalita. where we intended to 

water; and ~h.at fame night we departed with 
thi.rty·two men in. the pinnace, and rowed to 
.Ag~~tulco, which is but two leagues from me 
aforefaid river. and ftandeth in 15 deg. 40 min. 
to the northward of. the Equinoctial Line • 

. The 27th day, in the morning, by break of 
day, we came into the road of Aguatulco, where 
we found a bark of 50 tons, which was com'e 
from Sonfonate, laden with coeoas and anil, 
which they had there landed; and the men were· 
all f1e4, on thore. We landed there, and bumt 
tlUI, town, with the church and .cuft-om·houie, 
which was very fair and large, in which houfe, 
were 6co bags of anil to dye cloth, every bag 
whereof was worth 40 crowns; and 400 bags of 
cpcoas. every .bag w.hereof is worth 10 crowns. 
Thefe cocoas g() among them for meat· and 

mvr"'y; 
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Goney; for 150 of them are in value one rialo( 
plate in ready payment.· l'hey are very like 
an alm~d, ,but are nor [Q pleafant i~ taft-e., 
They eat them, and make drink of them: this 
the owner of the iliip told us. I found in thi, 
town, befOfe we burnt it, a flafket full of boxes 
of balm. After we had fpoiled and burned the 
town, wherein there were fome hundred houfes. 
the owner of the 1hip came down out of the 
hills with a ,flag of truce unto us, who before 
with all the reft of the townfmen run away, and 
at length came on board our pinnace upon 
Captain Havers' word of fafe return. We car .. 
ried him to the river of Copalita, where our 
1hips rode. When we came to our General, he 
caufed him to be fet on 1hore in fafety the 
fame night, becaufe he came upon the Captain's 
word. 

The 28th, we fet fail from eopalita, becaufe 
the fea was fo great that we c:ould not till ,wa
ter, and ran the fame night into the road of 
Aguatuko. 

The 29th, our General landed, ,and took 
with him thirty men two miles into the woods, 
where we took a Meftizo, whore name was Mi
chad de Truxillo, who WaS cuftomer of that 
town, and we found with .him tlNO chambers 
full of his ftuff; we brought him and his ftuW 
on board: and whereas I fay he was a Meftizo, 
it is to be underftQoo, that a Meftizois one 
who hath a Spaniarc4 to his father, and an Indian 
to his moth~. 

The 
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The 2d da)' of Auguft, having watered, and 

examined the faid Mefrizo and fet him on £hare: 
again; we departed from the port of Aguatulcd 
the fame night; which ftandeth, as I faid be
rote, in 15 deg. and 40 min. to the northward 
of the Line. Here we overfiipped the haven· 
of Acapulco, from whence the fhips are fitted 
out fbr the Philippines. 

The 24th, our General with thirty of us 
went with the pinnace to an haven called Puerto 
de- Natividad; where we had intelligence by Mi~ 
thael Sancius that there fhould be a pinnace; 
but, before we could get thither, the faid pin
hace was gone to fi£h for pearls twelve leaves 
farther, as we were informed by certain Indians 
Whom we found there. We took a mullatto in 
this place in his bed, who was fent with Jetter!! 
of advice concerning us along the coaft of 
Nueva Galicia, whofe horfe we killed. We 
took his letters, left him behind, fet fire to 
the houfes, and burnt two new fhips of 200 

tons each which were building there on the 
ftoc"ks, and came On board of our fhips again. 

The 26th, we came into the bay of St. Jago. 
"'here we watered at a freth river, along 
which river many plantains were growing. Here 
is abundante of frefh fifh; here alro fame of our 
tbmpal1y dragged for pearls, and caught fome 
quantity. . 

The 2d of September, '#e departed from St. 
1ago, at four o'clock in the evening. The 
bay of St. J ago ftandeth in nineteen degrees 

VOL. I. P d and 
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and eighteen minutes to the northward of the 
Line. _ 
. The 3d, we arrived in a little bay a league to 
the weftward of Port de Natividad, called Ma
lacca, which is a very good place to ride in ; 
and this day, about twelve o'clock, our Gene
ral landed with thirty men, and went up to a 
town of Indians which was two leagues. from the 
road, which town is called Acatlan: there were 
in it about 20 or 30 houfes, and a church which 
we defaced, and came on board the fame night. 
All the people fled out of the town at the fight 
of us. 

The 4th, we departed from the road of Ma· 
lace a, and failed along the coall:. The 8th we 
came to the road of Chacalla, in which bay 
there are two little houfes by the water· fide. 
This bay is 18 leagues from the Cape de los 
Corientes. . 

The 9th, in the morning, our General Cent 
up Captain Havers with forty men of us be(or~ 
day, and, Michael Sancius being our guide, we 
went unto a place about two leagues up into the 
country, in a moll: obfcure defart path, through 
the woods and wilderneis, and in the end we 
came to a place where we took three houfholders 
with their wives and children, and fome Indians, 
one carpenter (who was a Spaniard), and a Por
tuguefe. We bound them all, and made them 
come to the fea-fide with us: our General made 
t~eir wives fetch us plantains, lemons, oranges, 
pme-apples) and other fruits, whereof they had 

abundatlce, 
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abundance, and fo let their hufbands depart, ex
cept Sembrano, the Spanifu carpenter, and Die'go, 
the' PortuguHe, and the tenth day we departed 
from the road. 

The 12th, we arrived at a little ifland called 
the ifle of St. Andrew, on which there is great 
ftore of fowl and wood; where we tlried and 
falted as many of the fowls as we thought good; 
We alfo killed there abundance of feals and 
ogu'anos, which are a kind of ferpents with four 
feet, and a long fuarp tail, 1l:range to them who 
have not feen them, but they are very good 
meat. We rode here until the 17th, at which 
time we departed. 

The 24th, we arrived in the road of Maf
fatlan, in twenty-three degrees thirty minutes, 
ju1l: under the Tropic of Cancer. It is a very 
great river within, but is barred at the mouth; 
and upon the north fide of the bar without is 
good frefu water, but there is much difficulty in 
filling it, becaufe at low water it is fuoal half a 
mile off the fuore. There is great ftore of frefu 
iifh in this bay, and good ffll)ts up in the ,oun
try,whereof we had fome, though lIot without 
danger. 

The 27th, we departed from the road of Maf
fadan, and ran to an i{1and which is a league to 
the northward of the faid Maffatlan, where we 
trimmed our fuips, and new-built our pinnace. 
There is a little ifiand a quarter of a league 
from it, .on which are feals; where a Spani14 pri
fo~er, whofe name was Domingo, being rent to 

, P d ~ wafQ 
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wafh !hirts, with one of our men to keep him, 
made his efcape and [wam to the main, whicll 
was an Engli!h mile diftant; at which place 
we had feen thirty or forty Spaniards and In
dians, who were horfemen and kept watch there, 
and came from a town called Chiametla, which 
was eleven leagues up into the country, as Mi
\=hae1 Sapcius to~d llS. We found upon the 
il1and where we trimmed our pinnace, fre!h wa
ter, by digging two or three feet deep into 
the fand, where no water nor fign of water was 
before to be perceived; otherwife we muft have 
gone back 200r 301eagues to water. which migh~ 
have occafioned our miffing the prey we ha~ 
long waited for: but one Flores,. a Spaniard, 
who was alfo a prifoner with us, made a motiol\ 
to dig in the fands. Now, our General, having 
had e}(.perience before of the like, commanded 
to put his motion in praCtice, and, digging three 
feet deep, we found very good and frelh water: 
fo we watered our !hips, and might have filled a 
ihoufand tons more if we had pleafed. 

We ilaid in this il1and until the ninth day of 
OCtober, and then departed at night for the 
Cape of St. Lucar, which is on the weft fide of 
the point of California. 

The 14th, we fell in with the Cape of St. Lu
car, which cape is very like the Needles at the 
IOe of Wight, and within the faid cape is a 
great bay, called by the Spaniards Aguada Se
'gu~a, into which bay falleth a fair frelh river. 
~bout which many Indians ufe to keep. We 

watered 
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watered in the river, and layoff and on wit!, 
the faid .cape of St. Lucar, 1,lOtil the 4th of No. 
vember, and had the winds hanging ftiU weft
erly. 

Th\! 4th of November, beating up and down 
upon the head-land of California, in 23 degrees 
40 minutes to the northward, between feven 
and eight o'clock in the morning, one of the 
f;ompany of our Admiral, who was the trum .. 
peter of the (hip. going up unto the top, efpied. 
~ filiI bearing in from the fea with the 'cape, 
whereupon he cried, with no emaIl joy to him .. 
felf and all the company. A fail! a filiI! With 
which chearful word, the Maller of the 1hip. 
~nd divers others of the company, went alfo up 
to the main-top, who, perceiving his fpeech to 
be very true, gave information unto our Gene. 
ral of this happy news, who was no !efs glad 
~han the callfe required: whereupon he gave 
in charge prefently unto the whole company, ttt 
put all things in readinefs; which being per
formed, he gave them chace for three or four 
hours, ftanding with our beft advantage, and 
working for the wind. In the afternoon we got 
up to them, giving them a broadfide with our 
great ordnance. and a volley of imall !hot, and 
prt:fently laid the {hip aboard, wh~reof the King 
of Spain was owner, which was Admiral of the 
South Sea, called St. Anna, and thought to be 

. [even hundred tons in burthen. Now, as we 
were ready on the fhip's fide to enter her, there 
~ot being above fifty or fixty men at moft in 

our 
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f.lur lbip, . we perceived that the CaptaiQ of the 
Santa Anna had made fights fore and aft, and 
l~jdthei.r fails clofe on their poop, their mid-, 
ihip, with their forecaftle, and nm one man to 
be feen, they ftanding fo clofe under their fights, 
with lances, javelins, rapiers, targets, and an in
numerable quantity of large ftones, which they 
threw overboard upon our heads, and into our 
1hips fo faft, and being fo many of them, that 
they put us off the ihip again, with the lofs of 
two of our men, who were nain, and four or 
nve wounded. But for all this, we new trim
med our fails, and fitted every man his furniture, 
and gave them a freih encounter with our great 
ordnance, and alfo with our fmall ihot, raking 
them through and through, to the killing and 
wounding of many of their men. Their Cap
tain, ftilllike a valiant man, with his company, 
ftood very ftoutly unto his clofe fights, not 
yielding as yet. Our General encouraging his 
men afreth, with the whole noife of trumpets, 
gave them the other encounter with our great 
ordnance, and all our fmall ihot, to the great 
difcouragement of our enemies, rakIng them 
'through in divers places, killing and wuunding 
many of their mc"n. They being thus difcou
raged and (poiled, and their ihip being in ha

'zard of linking, by reafon of the great thot 
which were made, whereof fome were under 
water, after five or fix hours fight, fet out a fla.g 
of truce, and parlied for mercy, defiring our 

,General to fave their lives, and to take their 
goods, 
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goods, and that they would prefently yield.Ou~ 
General promifed them mercy, and willed them 
to {hike their fails, and to hoift out their boat, 
and to come on board: which news they were 
full glad to hear, and prefently ftruck their 
fails, hoifted out their boat, and one of their 
chief merchants came on board unto our Gene
ral, and, falling down upon his knees, offered to 
have ldfed our General's feet, and craved mer
cy. Our General pardoned both him and the 
reft, upon promife of their true dealing with 
bim and his company, concerning fuch riches as 
were in the 1hip; and fent for their Captain and 
pilot, who, at their coming, ufed'the like dUty 
and reverence as the former did. Our General 
promifed their lives, and good ufage. Th,e faid 
Captaih and pilot prefently certified the General 
what goods they had on board, viz. 122,000 

pezoes of gold; and the rell: of the riches that 
the 1hip was laden with, were filks, fattins, da
maiks, with muik, and divers other merchan
dize, and great plenty of all manner of provi-: 
fions, with the choice of many c onferves, and 
feveral forts of very good wines. Thefe things 
being made known to the General by the afore
bid C<lptain and pilot, they were commanded 
to ftay on board the Defire; and on the 6th day 
of November following we went into an har
bour, which is called by the Spaniards Aguada 
Segura, or PLlerto Segura. 

Here the whole company of Spaniards, both 
men and women, to the number of 190 perfons, 
were fet on 1hore; where they had a fair river 

of 
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iif~ freln ~a~i, wit!l );rear plenty o(ftelh" fifh~ 
fowl, and wOod,' a~a alfo many hares !lnd coni~J·. 
upon the'main land. Our Genei~l alfo gav~ 
them plenty of provifions~ garvancesJ Feafop, and; 
fome wine. Alfo they had all the faiJ,a of their 
1hip to make tbem tents on ihore, with licence 
to take fuch ftore of planks as ihould be fuifi~ 
cient to make them a bark. Then we fell to 
heaving in of our goods, iliaring of"the treafuret 
and allotting to every man his portion;' in di
vifion whereof, the 8th of this month, many of 
the company fell into a mutiny againft our Ge .. 
neral, efpecially thofe who were in the Content; 
.which were neverthe1efs pacified for the time. 

On the 17th day of November, which is the 
day of the happy coronation of her Majefty, 
our General commanded all his ordnance to be 
fuot off, with the fmall iliot, both in his own 
fuip, and in the Content, which Was our Vice4 

Admiral. This being done, the fame night we 
had many fire-works, and more ordnance dif.. 
charged, to the great admiration of all the Spa>' 
niards who were there, for the moft of them had 
Ilever feen the like before. 

This ended, our General difcharged the Cap'~ 
tain, and gave him a royal reward, with provilioii 
iOr his own and company's defence againft the
Indians, both of fwords, targets, pieces, iliot, and 
pbwder, te his great,conrentment. But before 
~is 'departure, he took-out of this great iliiptwo 
young lads born in Japan, who could both read 

and 



CAPTAIN ,CAVENDISH's VOYAGES. 2Qj 
.all~ write ~ir own language. the e1deft, being 
about tW,c:nty years old, was named Chrift~pher i 
theot~r was called Cafmus, about feventeen 
),ears of ige? both of very good capacity. He 
took alfo,w,ith him, OLit of their thip~ three boys 
born in the illes of Manilla; the one about 6f
IUn, the other about thirteen, the youn!!:eft 
about nine years of age: the name of the clddt 
Was Alphonfo, the fc:cond Anthony de Dafi, th!= 
third temaiqet,h wir.h the Right Honourable the 
Countefs of i',ffex. He a1fo took from 'L~m 

, " 

one Nic.b,ql,as. Roderigo. a PonugueCe, who had 
not only been in Can ron, and otht:r parts ,qf 
.China, but Itadalfo been in the iOal1ds of Japan. 
being a country nwlttich in filvc:r mlOe~, and 
h~d alfo been t{l theP~ijippines. He took alfa 

.from J;hern a Spaniard, whp(e name was Thom~s 
de Erfola, wPC! was a very good pilot from Ac~
P\llco,:and.,t~e coaftof ~ueva l:Cpanna, unto 
the iOands 9f Ladrones, where the ::pania-ds 
put in to water, fOJiling betw~en Acapulco, and 
the PbiliHEines; in which Illes of Ladrones the, 
found frt~Ih·water plantains, and potatoe roots: 
h~wbeit, the people are very rude, and he a
:thc:1¥. , 
, The ,19th day of November aforefaid, about 
three o'c1ok in the afternoon, our General 
,caufc:.d the King's rhip to be fet on fire, whic;h, 
baving to the quantity ot 500 tons of goods in 
her, we faw burnt unto the water, and then gSYC 
them a piece of ordnance, and fet fail joyfully 
bom~w.ards towards England, with a fair wind, 

VOL. I. E e whici. 
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which 6y this time was come about to eaJf
notth;eaft; , and, night growing near~ we left thl: 
Content'a-ftern of us, which 'was /'lot ~s yet come 
out of the road: and here, th!nking file wotiid 
have overtaken . us, we 10ft her company; arid 
never faw her after. 

, We were failing from this haven of' Aguada 
Segura, in California, unto the ines of LadiontS. 
the reft of November, and all Decetrlbei, alit! 
fo forth until the 3d of January; rS88.with'a 
fair wind, for the fpace offorty-'fiVe days; 'and 
we efteemea it to be between' feventeen ~rid 
eighteen hundred leagues. f -, 

The 3d of January, by fix o'clock in the 
morning, we had fight of one of 'the iflands'of 
~adrones, ,c~lle~ the ifiarld of ~uarfa, ftandinl!; 
In 13 deg. 40 min. towards the north; and, fan:.. 
jog with a gentle gale before the 'wind, bfone 
or tWO o'clock in the afternoon- we were' come 
within two leagues of the ifiand, where we met 
withfixty or feventy fail of canoes~ 'full of 'fa
vages, 'who came off to fea unto us,'· and brought 
with them'in their canoes, plantains, cocoas, 
potilt6e~toots, and' fi-dh filh, which they'llad 
caught at fea, and held them up unto us fot- olto 
truck~ or exchange with us; which,wheftwc 
perceived, we made' faft little pieces of old iron 
lip.on fmall cords and ffihing lines, and fo veered 
the iron into their C<lnoes; and they caught hold 
of them, and took off the irbn~ and in exd~nge 
&f F '~:1ey would make faft unto the line', either 
a pota"oe·root, {Jr a bundleofpiantains, which 

we 
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we hauled in: and thus our company ,excha'9' 
ed withthem,.until ~hey ha4 f~tis6ed themfelvcs 
witAasx:n~h as did content them; yet we could 
~ot~be rid of them; for~ afterwards, they were fa 
thick about, the {hip, that it ftemmed and brok~ 
one or two of their canoes; but the men Caved 
tbemfelves, being in every canoe four. fix, or 
eight perfons, all naked, and excellent fwimmers 
apd divers. They are of a tawny colour, mar
vdlouOy fat, and ordinarily bigger of ftature 
than the moft of our men in England, wearing 
their hair very long, yet fome of them have it 
made up and tied with a knot on th~ crown, and 
fome with two knots, much like unto their im
ages, which we faw them have carved in wood, 
and ftanding in the head of their boats, like unto 
the images of the devil. Their canoes were as 
tl;tificially made as any that ever we had feen, 
confidering they were made and contrived with. 
out any edged tool: they are not above half a f: .. 
ti)om in· breadth, and in length fame feven or 
~ight fathoms, and their heads and fterns are 
both alike: they are made out with rafts of 
fines and reeds on the ftarboard~fide, with maR: 
~I,ld fail: their fail is made of mats of fedges 
fquare or triangle ways; and they fail as well 
right againft the wind as before it. Thefe fa
vages followed us fa long that we could not be 
rid of them; until in the. end our General com
manded our harquebuffes to be made ready~ and 
he himfelf fired one of them, and the rell: fhot a~ 
them; but they were fo nimble, that we coulJ 

Eez noc 
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Dt)fi dif«rn whether IDC)Y- were ktUetlQ~ not •. boo 
ftl.l~t-he, could fall b~~r4'ilr.d :iilt~ tb~ fta',~Il~ 
ll~ve.\1t us by diving. . . 
t" The 14th. by bn::ak of day, we f~ll.ill"J~lt 

an t~ad~land of t~ti Philippin~§,whi<;h is .:."lje(j, 
Cabq:del Spirito Santo, whic/l i~ of very ,gr~ 
llignefs and length; high land in the miolt of itt 
l»l,J very low land, as the (ape liqtb,eaft.and weft. 
~rending far into t~e fell. to the weftwitr~., T.b.ii 
cape or iQ~pd i$ diitant from ,the ifle of Guana 
3~o leagues. We were in failing of this courfe 
eleven days, with fc~nt winds and fOlll ~eather'. 
bea. iog no fail twO or three nights. This illand 
ftandeth in thirteen degrees, and is inhabite4 
for the moil part by heathens, and very w90dy 
through the whole illand. It :is, iliort .of. the 
chiefeft iiland of .the Philippines~ called ManiIls:. 
ab.oqt fixty ltag~es. Manilla is well planted. and 
inhabited by :ipaniards to the number of fix or 
f~ven hundred pc;rrons, who dwell in a tO~,n 
unw,alled, whi.ch hath three or four fmall block. 
ho~f<;s" part ~~0e of ~ood ap~ part, of fton~. 
being indeed of no .great ilrength. They hav;c 
O?~ or t~o f~all gallie.s belongipg ~o the town . 

. It IS ~.very flC~ p}ace 10 gold and many other 

. commodities; and ~hey have yt"ariy traffic from 
Acapulco, in .N;ue~~. E:fpanna, and alfo tw'en~y 
~~ thirtyihips. from (;J:tin~, and from the San
~uelo:~. wnicll o~iri~eth them many ~orts of m~r
chandlze. Th~ mer~hantli of C~lna~ an~ ~~c 
Sanguelos are part Moors and part ~eathens i 
the), prins sreat quanti~i(:s Qf ~old .w i* them, 

wh~ch 
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"hich they traffic and 6Xcltange for filver, aDei 
give weighl for weight. T-hc:fe ·Sangueles are 
men of grea~ genius for inventing -and makin&-
.-11 mjlnner of things, efpecialty in all hahdi
crafts and fciences; and every one is fo expe ... , 
perfeCl:, and fkilful in his faculty, that few ot 
no Chriftians are able to go be)Qltd them in t_hat 
which they take in hand. For drawing and em
broidt:ring' tlpon fattin, filk, or lawn, either 
beaft, fowl, filh, or wQrm, filr livelinefs and 
l'erfec5tnefs both in filk, filver, gold. and pealll. 
they excel. 

The 14th, at ,night, we entered the ftrai~ 
between the dland of Lucon 'and the itland of 
Cainlaia. 

The 15th day, we feB in with an illand called 
Capul, ami had, betwixt that and another iO-al1d. 
a very narrow pailage, occafio,!t:ti 'by a ledge of 
rocks, lyin~ olf the point of ttle iOan<! Of Ca
p,ul, and no danger, but water enollgh a gOO\! 
way off. Within the point there is it fine bay, 
and a very good harbout in four fathoms wa
ter, within a cable's length of the lhore. our 
{hip was no fJoner come to an all'Chor, thaa 
prefently there came a canoer'owing on 'board Us, 
in which was one of the chief Caliques of the 
Wand. whereof there are fevet'l, who, fuppor. 
ing that we were $txaniards. brought us potatae
rools, which they call camota!, ;lid green co
coas, in exchange for whlch we :gaVe his com .. 
fanylinnen to the quantity of a yard for foul' 
~oas, and as much linhen for abalket of po.;. 

~toc-
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~tf)e.(eotll,of a.quare ·in quantity, which r<l?!' 
arc\Jer,goGd eating, and very fweet'eithtr 
[PaRed or ·bQiled. 
r.,~hls CaCJque.'s ikin· wascarwd and cut with 

_.i9us toloured 1hakes· and devices all over hit 
I)odYi- we kept him ftill on board,. and cauCed 
him to fend thofe men who brought him on 
board back to. the iOand. to iflvite the reft of the 
principal men to come on board.: who, were no 
foonergone on thore, than prefently the people 
ofrthe ifiand came down with their cocoas and 
potatoe-roots. and the reft of the Ca6ques like .. 
\Vife came on board, and brought with tru::m' 
h.ens and hogs. They ufed the fame order witb 
us which they do with the Spaniards; for they 
tOQk for every hog, which they call balboye, 
Ciight rials of plate, and for every hen or cock 
one . rial of plate. Thus we rode at anchor all 
tpat day, doing nothing but buying roots, co.. 
coa:>. hens, hogs, and fuch things as tbey 
brought, refrelbing ourfelves very much. 
. The fame day, at night, Nicholas Roderigo. 
the Portuguefe whom we had taken out of the 
great Santa Anna, at the Cape of California, 
defired to fpeak with our General in fecret; 
which, when our General underftood. he fent fOl 

him. and a~ed him what he had to fay to him. 
i~e .fo~tuguefemade him anfwer, That, altho' 
~ ,hadoffend~d his worfiUp heretofore, yet.now 
he had vow.ed his faith .and true .fervice to ~im'; 
alld. i~ ref pea whereof, he neither could nor 
YiQpl~ <:opCf31 fuchtreafon as was plotting 

againft: 
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8~itli1: him and Ihil1tompany" wtMdl''W:iS th~ 
that' the Spaniard who wa9' taken out of tbe 
oreat Santa Anna for- a pilot;lwho(e name \VaS 

Thomas de Erfola, had writttn a rletter feeretly~ 
feal-ed it~ 'and locked it up in his cheft, mean
ing to -convey it, by the inhabitants of ~ 
ifiand,,; to Manilla; the contents· whereof were. 
chat there had been two Englifh {hips, alcng'che 
alaA:- of. Chili; 'Peru, Nueva - Efpanna, and 
Nueva Galicia, and that they had taken many 
fbips and merchandite in them,· and burnt'di. 
vers towns, and fpoiled all,that ever ,they could 
come unto; and that they had' taken the kinlfs 
ihip which came from Manilla, and all his trea';' 
fore,. and all the merchandize that-was-:thereiir. 
and 'had fetall the people on {hortl;;Utkillg him.
felfaway by force; therefore 'he '\tilled them 
Chllt' they fuould make thong: their bulwarks, 
with their two galleys, and all fuchprovilioh as 
mey·could poffibJy make. He furtherfignified. 
that we were riding at an iaand-callf:d Cap\d, 
whicll was at the end of the ifiand of Manilla; 
bdngbut onelhip with fmallfo~ee in it; and 
that the other fbip, as he fuppofed, was gone 
for the north-weft pa1Fage~ ftandi!\g.ifl fifty-five 
degrees; and 1~at, if they could u[e any means 
to 'furprite tiS, being there at al1chor, they 
lhould ciifpatch it, fot our fc;ncc was but fmall, 
and' our men but weak;· and that the; place 
where· we: rode was but fifty 1eague$ frpm them: 
otherwife, if. they let us efcape,' within a few 
years they mull: make account to have tl,eir 

town 
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IOwn befieged and facked by an army of E •• 
lith. This information being given, our Gent'-
01 called for ,him, and charged' him with, there 
.things, -whiCb, at lthe firft, : he utterly de
nied; bUf, in the end, the matter 'being 
made manifeft and kno~~ of cel'taiJlty .by epe
£ial trial and proofs, the next morning, our Ge
neral gavt orders that he 1hould be hange6, 
JWhich was 'accordinglypcrformed the I6thr1 
8anuary. 

We rode for the fpace of nine days about ~is 
.iOand-of Capul, where.we had divers kinds of 
freth vittuals, with excellent frdh water in f!Y~rr 
bay, and great plenty of wood. The peopIF tt£ 
'his iOand go almoftnaked, and are of. tawny 
colour. 'The men wear only a girdle ilbollt 
their waifts, of a kind of linnen of their own 
.. ~aving~wI-.ich is made of plantain leaves, 
4IId an apron, which, coming from their back 
.and covering their nakedoef&, is made £aft to 
,their girdles at their navels. 

Thefe people ufe a ftrange kind of .orde~ 
-among t'bem, which is this: every man and man
.hild among them hath a little peg-nail thrWl 
:through the head of hiS privy pares, being fpiit 
in the lower end, and rivetted~ and ort the pead 
.0£ ~the ~Hil is as it were a crown ; WhlClh they 
take Oil' and in as thev have occaUon: and £Or 
the truih thereof we ~urfelves hav~ taken' one 
of thefe nails from a fon of one of their .kjng!~ 
.'Who was of the age of ten years. 

On 
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0 11 ~W: 239 af Jan1WJ, 9~f 9:e~f~t Mr.~ 
Tho(llas Cavendi(\J"caufc:q all the chiefs Q~ 
tbi$ iaan~ "~ndofan IiQPdr~'d ill~ds 1P0r~ 
W~~~h~ 4ad mad~ to pay..,tri~te to 114m, ~l}i5B 
Hibute was i':1 hogs, h~ns, potatoes and c~coas; 
~o ~ppear p~fore \lim, an.~ madf! \l!plfeJ{ and l'li, 
~o,mpany k~own unto them, th~t they we~e Eng~ 
~~men, a,nd eot:mies t~ the ~paniards; an" 
t~er~llpon iflread his enfign, (ounded ~4 trum· 
pets, and beat his drums; which they mucb.
~~nq~red at. To conclude, they proJIlifed 
both ~hem(elves and all t~e iOands thereabout. 
to :lid him whenfo~vrr he fhouldcome.agllin t() 
overcqme ~he Spaniards. Alfo oUf }it:ne,r~ 
gave th~m, in token that we were el,1l!m}e.s to thl! 
S~llpi,ards, money bad~ again for aU their tri., 
b~te ~~ich they had paid, ~hich they LOok 
v~ry frielidly, and rowed ~bolJt oqr !hip to give 
~s plearur~. M t~ft our .Ge.ne~~l order~d iL 
facre ~o Qe Chat off, vrhereat they wQndered, and. 
with 'great contentment, took theif leave of USr 

The next dar, q~~ng the 2Q,th of January, we 
fe,t fail, about fix o'clocl< in the mQrning. alld 
ran l!,lopg the co~ft of the iOand of Manilla. 
,paping our courle nor~h wei~, ~et\Veen l\1anilla 
3nd the: iOe of Mafbat. 

'The 28~,h j'n,t~emorning, ~bout feven ~'clock. 
tidin{l; at an ilJc~or between two ifian4s, we fpled 
i frigate I,lnder her courfes, coming o,ut between 
two ()ther iOands, which, as we imagined. came 
froin Manilla. faping clofe by the (bOrt! along 
the main iOand of Panama. We chaced this fri
glUe along the lbore, and gained faft upon her, 

VOL. I. F f until 
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until in the end we came fo near that fhe ftoM 
in for the fhore, clore by a wind, and being be
calmed, banked up with her oars; whereupoW 
we came to an anchor with our fhip a league 
and a half from the place where the frigate 
rowed in, and manned our boat with half a 
dozen fhot, and as many men with fwords,who 
did row the boat. Thus we made after the fri
gate, which had run into a river where we couid 
not reach her; but as we rowed along the {bon', 
our boat came into very fhallow water, where 
many marks were fet up in divers places in the 
fea, from whence two or three canoes came 
forth, whereof one made fomewhat near unto 
tiS with three or fOllr Indians in it. We called 
unto them, but they would not come nearer 
unto us, but rowed from us, whom we durft 
not follow too far, for fear of bringing ourfelves 
too much to the leeward of our fhip. Here, as 
we looked about us, we fpied anotherbalfa. or 
canoe of a great bignefs, which they who \yere 
in her did fee along, as we ufually fet a barge, 
with long ftaves or poles, which was builded up 
with great canes, and below near the water made 
to row with oa.s, wherein were about five or fix 
Indialls and. one Spaniard. Now, as we were 
come almoft at the balfa, we ran a-ground with 
our bo11t, but one or two of our men leapt over
board and freed it again prefently, and keeping 
thwart her head, we laid her aboard, and tClok 
into us the Spaniard, but the Indians leape4 into 
the 'pa, and dived and rofe again far offfrom us. 
Prefc:ndy, upon the taking of this canoe, the-re 

appeared 
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~ppeared: upon the fands a band of foldiers, 
marching with an enftgn having a red crofs like 
the flag of England, who were about fifty or 
fixty Spaniards, lately come from Manilla to 
that town, which is called Reguan, in a bark to 
fetch a new £hip of the king's, which was 
building in a river within the bay, and fl:aid ther~ 
only f?r certain irons to ferve for the rudder of 
the faid £hip, whieh they looked for every day. 

This band of men £hot at u!. from the £hore 
with their mufquets, but hit none of us, and 
we £hot at them again. They alfo manned a 
frigate, and fent it out after our boat to have 
taken us, but we with our oars went from 
them; and whether they perceived they could 
not overtake us, but that they mufl: come with. 
in danger of the ordnance of our £hip, they 
flood in with the £hare again, and landed their 
men; and prefently fent their frigate about the 
point, but whither we knew not: fo we came 
on board with this one Spaniard, who was neither 
[oldier nor failor, but one who was come among 
the refl: from Manilla, and had been in the hof. 
pital there a long time before, and was a very 
timple fellow, and fueh a one as could anfwer 
to very little that was enquired of him con
cerning the fl:ate of the country. Here we 
rode at anchor all that night, and perceived 
that the Spaniards had difperfed their band 
into two or three parties, and kept great watch 

. in feveral places with fires and fuooting off of 
their pieces. 

F f l This 
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This Wand hath much plain ground in it 

in many places, and Wiany fair and ftraighttree$ 
.grow upon it, fit to rt-Jlike excel~nt mafts ,for a~l 
fo'rts of fhlp~. There are alfo mInes of very fine 
sold in it, which are in the cuttody of the In
dians. And, to the fauthward of this place, 
there is another very great jfland, wHich is not 
fubdued by the Spariiards, nor any other nation. 
The people who inhabit it are all negroes; and 
the ifland is callee! the Ifiand of Negroes. it is 
~lmon as big as England, ftanding in nine de
grees. The molt part of it feemeth to be very 
low land, and, by all likelihood, is very frUitful. 

The 29th day Of January, about fix o't1oc'k, 
in the morning, we fet fail, fending oUr boat be
fore, until it was two o'clock in the afternoon, 
l"affing all this time as it were through a frrait, 
betwixt the faid two iOands of Panart1a and the 
ifland of Negroes; and, aboqt 16 lea~ues off, 
we efpied a fair opening, trending foUth-w~ft 
and by fouth; at which time our boat came on 
board, and our General fent commenda'ti()ns 
to the Spanifh Captain, whom we came from 
the evening before, by the Spaniard we had 
taken, and defired him to provide good ftore'of 
gold, for he intended to fee him with his com
l'any at Manilla within a few years, and that he 
did 'but want a bigger boat to ha:\I'e landed his 
men, or elfe he would have feen him then; anq 
fo caured him to be fet on fhore. 
. The 8th ,day of February, by· eight o'dock 
,ill ~he morning, we elpied 110 ifiand ilearGilo1o~ 

-> ,. ~alleq 
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c:alled Batochina, which ftandeth in one degree 
from the Equihoaial Line, northward. 

The 14th day of Febn~ary. we fell in wich 
deven or twelve v~ry fmall ifiands, lying very 
low and fiat, full of trees; and paired by fome 
Wands which are funk, and have the dry fands 
lying in the m~in fea. Thefe iOands, near the 
Moluccas. ftand in three degrees ten minutes to 
the fouthward of the Line. 

On the 17th day, one John Gameford, a coa
per, died, who had been lick of an old difeafe 
a long time. 

The zoth day, we fell in with certain other 
i{Jands, which had many fmall ifiands among 
them, ftanding four degrees to the fouthward 
Df the Line. 

On the Zlft'dayof February, being A{h·Wed. 
Ilefday, Captain Havers died of a moft violent 
and peftilent ague, which held him furioufly 
for feven or eight days, to the no fmall grief of' 
our General, and of all the reft of the company, 
who caufi:d two falcons and one facre to be {hot 
off, with all the fmall thot in the fbip; who,. 
after he was fbrouded in a fbeet, was thrown 
over· board, with great lamentation of tis all. 
Moreover, prefently after his death, myfelf, with 
divers others jn the {hip, fell very fick, and fo 
continued in very great pain for the fpace of 
three weeks, or a month, by reafon of the ex
creme heat and intemperatenefs of the climate. 

The 1ft day of March, having pafi'ed t.hrougJt 
~ht; ftraits of Java Minor and Java Major, we 

. came 
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came to anal'lchor, under the ·fouth-weft parts 
of Java Major; where we efpied certain of the 
inhabitants, who were fifhingby the fedidt: in 
a bay which was undenhe Wand. Then our 
General taking into the (hip-boat certain of his 
company, and anegroe who could fpeak the 
Morifco tongue, whom hchad taken OUt of the 
Santa Anna, made towards thofe filbers; who, 
having efpied our boat, ran on fhort: into the 
woods, for fear of our men. But our General 
caufed his neg roe to call unto them; who had 
no fooner heard him call, th~n prefently one of 
them came to the {bore fide, and .made anfwer. 
Our General, by the negroe, enquired of him 
for frefh water; which they found; and caufed 
the filber to go to the King, and to acquaint 
him of a fhip that wa~ come to have traffic for 
victuals, and for diamonds, pearls, or any other 
rich jewels that he had; for which, he fhould 
have either gold, or other merchandize in ex
.change. The fifher anfwered, that we Ibould 
have all manner of victuals that we would re
.queft. Thus our boat came on board again. 
Within a while 'after, we went about to furnilh 
our Ihip thoroughly with wood and water. 

About the 8th of March, two or three canoes 
came from the town unto us, with eggs, hens, 
frelb filb, oranges, and limes, and brought word 
we fhould have had victuals more plentifully, 
but that they were fo far to be brought to us 
where we rode. Which when our General 
heard, he weighed anchor, and frood in nearer 

for 
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fur the' town; and; as we were under fail; we 
met with one of the King's canoes coming t~ 
wards us: whereupon we drapt fome· of our 
tails, and ftaid·for the caooeuntil it came 
aboard us, then ftood into the bay, which was 
hard by, and came to an anchor. In this canoe 
Was the King's Secretary, who had on his head 
a piece of died linen, folded up like unto a 
Turki'1h turban. He was ali naked, except 
about his waifi:; his breafi: was carved \\ ith th~ 
broad arrow upon it; he went bare-foot~d. He 
had an interpreter with him, who was a Meftizo. 
that is, half an Indian and half a Portuguefe. 
who could fpeak very good Portuguefe. This 
Secretary lignified tlnto our General, that he 
had brought him an hog, hens, eggs, frelh filh~ 
fugar-canes, and wine, which wine was as (hong 
as aqua.vit;:e, and as clear as any rock.watet. 
He told him farther. that he would bring viCl:uats 
fo fufficiently for him as he and his company 
would requeft. and that within the fpace of four 
days. Our General ufed him fin~lliarly well, 
banquetted him mo£l: royally with the choice of 
many and fundry conferves, wines both fweet 
and otherwife;. and caufed his muficians to 

make him mufic. This done, our General told 
him, that he and his company were Englilhmen; 
that we had been at China, and had trafficked' ill 
that country; that we were come thither to make 
enquiries, and pllrpofed to go to Molucca. The 
'people told our General, that there wnt' certain 
PcncugutCe in the iaand. who 1taid then: a::; b:-

tors 
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tQ~s continu~1l3 ~ to tra~c with thew, to buy 
Degroes, cloves. p~pper, fugar, and m~ny ot~eJ: 
COlli modi ties.. This Secretary of~ll~ ~lQg, WI'" 

hi$ interpr~ter, lay o~e night on board our 1hip. 
'{he fame ~ight, becaufe they lay on bp~r4, in 
the evening at the fetting of the watch, our ~e~ 
ner~l comman~ed every man in the (hjp to pro
vide his harquebufs, and his iliot; an(:l fo witb 
filooting off forty or fifty fmall {hot, anq II facre, 
hhnfelf fet the watch. This was 1)0 fm~U wop
der to ·thefe heathen people, who ha4 not eOill
monly feen any {hip fo furnifue4 \Yith m~o and 
ordoance. The next morning we difmiffecJ the 
St;cretary ~!ld hi~ interpreter, with all hllmaoiqr. 

The fOPfth day after, which was, the 12th of 
March, according to their appointment, call)~ 
the Kipg's canoes: but the wind being forne
what fcant, they could not get on board tbat 
&light, but Pl.Jt ioto ~ bay uoder the ifiand unul 
the next day; aDd, prefently after the break of 
day, there came to the number of nine or cen of 
the King's canoes, fo deeply laden with provi .. 
fions as they could fwim. with two live oxen~ 
half a fcore of large fat hogs, a number of live 
bens. d.ucks, and geefe, with eggs, p]antains~ 
Cugar-canes, fugar in plates, cocoas, fweet 
oranges, and bitter limes, great ftore of wine and 
aqua..vitre, fait to feafon meat with, and almoft 
aU manner of provifions befides. accompanied 
with divers of the King's otlicers who were tPcre. 
Among all the reft of £be people, in one of thefe 
canoes, came two Porcugue1¢, who were men of 

middle 
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middle ftature, and very proper perfonage : they 
were each of them in a loofe jerkin and hofe', 
which came down from the waift to the anele, 
according to the fafuion of the country, and 
vardy becaufc: it was Lent, and a time for doing 
of-their penance. They account it as a thing of 
great difuonour among thefe heathens, to wear 
either hofe or thoes on their feet. The Portu
guefe had on each of them a very fair and a white 
lawn fuirr, with falling bands on the fame, very 
decent, their bare legs excepted. Thefe Portu
guefe were no fmall joy unto our General, and 
all the reO: of our company; for we had not feen 
any Chriftian that was our friend for a year and 
an half before. Our General ufed and treated 
them {ingularly well with banquets and muCic. 
They told us, that they were no lefs glad to fee 
us than we were to fee them, and enquired into 
the eftate of their country, and what was become 
of Don Antonio, their King, and whether he 
were living or not; for that they had not been 
in Portugal for a long time, and that the Spa-' 
niards had always brought them word that he 
was dead? Then our General fatisfied them in 
every demand, affuring them that their King 
was alive and in England, and had honourable 
allowance from our Queen; and that there was 
war betwixt Spain and England, and that we 
were come under the King of Portugal into the 
South Sea, and had warred upon the Spaniards 
there, and had fired, fpoiled, and funk all the 
1hips along the coaft that we could meet with • 
• VOL. I. G g '0 
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to the number of eighteen or twenty fail. With 
this report they were abundantly fatisfied. 

On the ocher fide, they declared unto us the 
ftate of the illand of Java: Firft, the plentiful
nefs, great choice, and ftore of provifions of all 
forts, and of all manner of fruits, as before fet 
down; then the great and rich merchanchizes 
which are there to be had. Then they defcribed 
the nature and properties of the people, as fol
loweth: The name of the King of that part of 
the i(bnd was Raya Bolamboam, who was a man 
had in great majefry and fear among them. The 
common people may not bargain, fell, or ex
·change any thing with any other nation, without 
fpecial licence from their King; and, if any fa 
do, it is prefent death for him. The King him
felf is a man of great years, and hath an hundred 
wives; his fan hath fifty. The cuftom of the 
coul'try is, that, whenfoever the King doth die, 
they take the dead body and burn it, and pre
ferve the allies of him; and, within five days 
next after, the wives of the faid King fa dead, 
according to the cuftom and ufe of their coun
try,· everyone of them go together to a place 
appointed; and, the chief of the women, who 
was !1nreft to him in account, hath a ball in her 
hand, and thrnweth it from her; and to the place' 
where the ball rdl:eth, thither they go all, and 
turn their faces to the eaftward, and everyone, 
with a dagger in her hand (which dagger they 
call a crife, and is as fharp as a razor,) ftabthem
felves to the heart, and, with their own hands, 

bathe 
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bathe themfelves in their blood, and falling fiat 
on their faces, fo end their days. This thing is as 
true as it may feem to any hearer to bl! firange. 

The men of themfelves are very politic and 
fubtle, and fingularly v.aliant (being naked men) 
in any aCtion they undertake, and very fubmif. 
five and obedient to their king: for eXJmpk, 
if their king command them to undertJke any 
exploit, be it ever fo dJngerous or defperatt", 
they dare not nor will not refufe, though they 
fhould die every man of them in executing the 
fame; for he will cut off the heads of every 
one of them who return alive, without bring
ing their purpofe to pafs; which is fuch a thing 
amongft them, as maketh them the moll: valiant 
people in all the fouth-eall: parts of the world; 
for they never fear any death; for being in fight 
with any nation, if any of them feekth himtelf 
hurt with lance or fword, he will willingly run 
himfdf upon the weapon quite through the 
body to procure his death the more fpeedily, 
and in this defperate manner end his days, or 
overcome his enemy. Moreover, although 
the men be tawny of colour, and go continually 
naked, yet their women are fair of complexion, 
and go more apparelled. 

After they had thus defcribed the fiate of the 
ifland, and the order and fafhion of the people, 
they told us further, that, if their king, Don 
Antonio, would come unto them, they would 
warrant him to have all the Moluccas at com-

G g 2 mand, 



228 CAPTAIN CAVENDISH's VOYAGES'~' 
mand, bdides Cbina-Sanglos and the il1es of the 
IJhilippines; and that he might be alfuredto 
have all the Indians on his fide that were in th¢ 
country. After we had fully contented thefe 
POrlllgutfe, and the people of Java who had 
brought us provifions in their canoes, they took 
their leave of us with promife of all good enter
tainmmt at our return; and our General gave 
them three great pieces of ordnance at their 
departing. 

Thus, the next day, being the 16th of March, 
we fet fail towards the Cape of "Good Hope, 
callc:d by the Portuguefe Cabo de Buena Ef
peranca, on the moft fouthern co all: of Africa. 

The reft of March, and all the month of 
A rril, we fpent in traverfing that mighty and 
vaft fea, between the il1and of Java and the 
main of Africa, obferving the heavens, the 
Crofu::rs, or the South pole, the other frars, the 
fowls which are marks unto feamen of fair 
,\'t ather and foul wt'ather, approaching of lands 
or iOands, the winds, the tempefts, the rains 
and thunder, with the alterations of tides and 
currents. 

The loth (lay of l\!Jy, we had a fiorm from 
the wefl:, aOlI it blew fa hard, that it was as 
much as the fi)ip could ll:eer clofe by under the 
wind; and the norm continued all that day and 
~ll that night. 

The next day, being the I Jtb of May, in tbe 
morning, one of the company went up to the 

top,. 
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top, and efpied land bearing north and north-by
weft of us; and about noon we efpied land to 
bear weft of us, which we imagined to be the 
Cape of Buena Efperanca, whereof indeed we 
were iliort about forty or fifty leagut:s; and, 
by reafon of the [canenefs of the wind, we 
frood along to the fouth-eaft until midnight, at 
which time the wind came fair, and we hauled 
along weft ward. 

The 12th and 13th days we were becalmed. 
and the iky was very hazy. and thick until the 
J 4th day at three o'clock in the afternoon, at 
which time the lky cleared, and we fpied land 
again, which was that called Cabo Falfo, 
which is ibort .of Cabo de Buena Efperanca 
forty or fifty leagues. 

This cape is very eafy to be known, for there 
are right over it three very high hills, ilanding 
but a fmall way one off another, and the higheft 
ftandeth in the midft, and the ground is much 
lower by the fea-fide. The Cape of Good Hope 
beareth weft and by-fouth from the faid Cabo 
F~lfo. 

The 16th day of May, about four o'clock 
in the afternoon, the wind came up at eaft a 
very briik gale, which continued till Saturday, 
with as much wind as ever the !hip could go be
fore. At which time, by fix o'clock in the 
morning, we efpied the promontory or head
land called the Cabo de Buena Efperanca, which 
is a pretty high-land; and at the wefternmoft 
faint, ~ little off' the main, appear two hum-

mocks 
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mocks, the'one upon the other, and three other 
hummocks, lying further off into the {(ia, 

yet low-land between and adjoinIng untO the fea!. 
This Cape of Buena Efperanca is fet down 

and accounted 2000 leagues from the ifland of 
Java in the Portllguefe fea charts, bur it is not 
fo much by almoft 150 leagues, as we found 
by the running of our !hip. We were in 
running of thefe 1850 leagues juel: nine 
weeks. 

The 8th day of June, by break of day, we 
fell in fight of the ifland of St. Helena, feven or 
eight leagues !hort of it, having but a fmall 
gale of wind, or almoft none at all, infomuch 
as we could not get into it that day, but {tood 
off and on all that night. 

The:: next day, being the ninth of June, hav
ing a pretty eafy gale of wind, we ftood in with 
the (hare, our boat being fent away before to 
make the harbour; and, about one o'clock in 
the afternoon, we came to an anchor in twelve 
fathoms water, two or three cables length from 
the (hare, in a very fair and fmooth bay under 
the north~weft fide of the ifland. 

This ifland is very high land, and lieth in the 
main fea; ftanding, as it were, in the midft of 
the fea, between the main land of Africa, the 
main of Brazilia, and the coall: of Guinea; and 
is in fifteen degrees forty- eight minutes to the 
fouthward of the Equinoctial Line, and is dif. 
tant from the Cape of Buena Efperanca between 
Rve and fix hundred leagues. 

The 
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The fame day, about two or three o'clock in 
the afternoon, we went on !bore, where we 
found an exceeding fair and pleafant valley. 
wherein divers handlome buildings and houfes 
were fet up; and one particularly, which was a 
church, was tiled and whitened on the oucLide 
very fair, and made with a porch; and within 
the church, at the upper end, was fet an altar. 
whereon ftood a very large table, fet in a frame, 
having in it the picture of our Saviour Chrift 
upon the crofs, and the image of our Lady 
praying, with divers other hiftories curioully 
painted in the fame. The fides of the church 
were hung round, with fiained cloths, having 
many devices drawn on them. 

There are two houfes adjoining to the church, 
on each fide one, which lerve for kitchens to 
drefs meat in, with neceffiuy rooms and houfts 
of office. The coverings of the faid houfes are 
made flat, where is planted a very fair vine, and 
through both the laid hOllees runneth a very 
good and wholefome {}ream of freill water. 

There is alfo over againit the church a very 
fair caufeway, made lip with !tones reaching unto 
a valley by the fea-fide, in which valley is plant
ed a garden, wherein grow great !tore of porn
pions and melons; and upon the faid caufeway 
is a frame erected, whereon hang two bells, 
wherewith they ring to mafs; and near to it a 
crofs is ftc up. which is fqllared, framed, and 
made very artificially of free-!tone, whereon is 

calH;d 
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carved in cyphers what time it was built, whicb 
was in the year of our Lord 1571. 

This valley is the faireft and largeft low plot 
in all the iOand, and is exceeding fweet and plea
fant, and planted in every place, either with 
fruit or with herbs. 

There are fig-trees which bear fruit continual
ly and very plentifully; for on every tree you 
may fee blolfoms, green figs, and ripe figs aU 
at once, and It is fo all the year long. The rea
fon is, that the iOJnd ftandeth fo near the fun. 
There is alfo great ftore of lemon-trees, orange
trees, pomegranate trees, pomecitron-trees, and 
date-trees, wh:ch bear fruit as the fig-trees do, 
and are planted care/ully and vay artificially, 
with plealimt walks Wld~r and between them; 
and the faid walks are overlhadowed with the 
leaves of the trees; and in every void place ii 
planted parOey, forrel, baul, fer.nel, anniCeed, 
munard-feed, radifhes, and many very good 
herbs. The frcili·water brook runneth through 
divers places in tillS orchard, and may, with 
very fmall pains, be made to water anyone tree 
in the valley. 

This frelh·water {heam cometh from the tops 
of the mountains, and Ltlleth from the cliff in
to the valley the height of a cable; and hath 
many arms ilfuing out of it, that refrelh the whole 
ifland, and almon: every tree in it. fhe il1and 
is altogether high mountains and fteep vallies, 
except it be on the tops of iom(' hills, and down 
below in fome of the vallies, where great plenty 

of 
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t>(;1,11 .thQf~ fr\,lits before fpoken of do grow. 
There are mucp more growin.g, on toe tops of 
t1W,lTlo\lPtiJ,iQs than below in the vallies; but 
it is very, tbilfQme lind dangerous travemng up 
unto them !lin~ down again, by l:eafon of the 
height anLi ttel'pnels of [he Ilills. 

There are .. li0 upon this iOand great ftore of 
partritlges, w.hich are very tame, not making 
any great halle to flyaway, though one come 
veJ:Y near them, but only to rull' away and get 
up into, the lkep cliiTs; v:e killed fome of them 
witiJ a fowlill~-pitce; they differ very much 
from our par,u'idges which are in England both 
in bignefs and alia in colour, for they are almoft 
as big as hens, and are of an afh colour, and 
live in cOlV'ies. twelve, fixteen. and twenty to
g~ther i you CRflnot go ten or twelve fcore paces 
but you £hall lee or fpring one or two covies at 
the ka[L 

, There are likewife no lees plenty of pheafants 
in the iiland, ,which are alfo very big and fat; 
furpaffingthofe which are in our country in big
nefs and in numbers in a company; they djffer 
not very much in colour from the partridges 
before fpoken ot~ We found, moreover, on this 
iOand, plenty of Guinea cocks, which we call 
turkies, of colour black and white; with red 
heads; they are much the fame in bigncfs with 
Ours in England; their eggs llre white, and as 
big as a turkey's egg. 

There are in this iOand thoufands of goats~ 
which the,Spaniards call cabritos~ which are very 
:+::V 01.. I. H h wild; 
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wild; you 01all fee one or two hundred of them 
together, and fometime~ you may fee them go 
in a flock almoft a mde long; fome of them 
(whether it be the nature of the breed of them 
or of the country I know not) are as big as an 
ars, with a rtlane like a horfe, and a beard hang
ing down to the very ground; they will climb 
up the clifl's, which are fo fteep that a man 
would think it a thing impoffible that any living 
creature could go there. We took and killed 
many of them for all their fwiftnefs, for there 
are thoufands of them upon the mountains. 

Here are in like manner great ftore of fwine, 
which are very wild and fat, and of great big
nefs; they keep altogether upon the mountains, 
and will very feldom abide any man to come 
near them, except it be by mere chance, when 
they are found a£leep, or otherwife, according 
to their kind, are taken lying in the mire. 

We found in the houfes, at our coming, three 
naves who were negroes, and one who was borlt 
in the i£land of Java, who told us, that the 
Eaft Indian fleet, which were in number five 
fail, the Ie aft whereof was in burden eight or 
nine hundred tons, all laden with fpiees and Ca
lieut cloth, with flare of treafure, and very rich 
ftones and pearls were gone from the faid 
iiland, St. Helena, but twenty days before we 
came thither. 

This iiland hath been found long ago lily the 
Portugueie, and hath been altOgether planted 
by them for their refrelhment, as they come 

from 



CAI>T AIN CAVENDISH's VOYAGES. 235 
from the Eatl.Jndies; and, when they come, 
they have all things in plenty for their relief, 
by reafon that they fuffer nonG to inhabit there, 
that might eat up the produce of the ifiand, ex
cept fame very Jew lick perfons of their com· 
pany, whom they fufpect will not live until they 
come home; thde they kave there to refrefil 
themfelves, and take them away the year follow
ing, with the other fleet, if they live fo long. 
They touch here tather in their coming home 
from the Eaf1: Indies, than at their going thither, 
becaufe they are thoroughly furnifhed with com 
wh!!n they ict out of Portugal; but are meanly 
viCtualled at their coming fr0111 the Indies, where 
there groweth but little corn. 

The 20th day of June, having taken ill wood 
and water, and refrdhed ourfelves with fuch 
things as we found there, and made clean our 
1hip, we fet fail abOUt eight o'clock at night to
wards England. At our fetting fail we had the 
wind at [outh eall, and we hauled north-wef1: 
~lld by-weft. The wind is commonly off the 
!hare at this i£land of St. Helena. 

On Wednefday the 3d day of July, we went 
away north-well, the wind being ftill at fouth
eaft; at which time we were in one degree and 
forty-eight minutes to the fouthward of the 
EquinoCtial Line. 

The 12th day of the faid month of July there 
W;lS very li~tl~ willll; and, towards night, it was 
calm, and blew no win.d ilt all. and fo continued 
~ill Monday, being the 15th day of July. 

H h 2 .on 
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On Wednefday the 17th day of the faid 
month, we had·a fmall gale at weft-north-weft. 
We found the wind continually to blow at eail: 
and north-eaft, and eaft.north-eaft, after we were 
in three or four degrees to the northward; and 
it a\ct:red not until we came between thirty and 
forty degrees to the northward of the Equi~ 
noCtial Line. 

On Wednefday the 21ft day of Augutt, the 
wind came up at fouth· weil: a fair gale; by which 
day at noon we were in thirty-eight degrees of 
north latitude. 

On Friday, in the morning, being the 2 3d of 
Auguil:, at four o'clock we hauled eail: and eail:

. by-louth, for the moft northern iOands of the 
Azores. 

On Saturday the 24th day of the faid month, 
by five o'clock in the morning, we tlll in fight 
of the two iOands of Flores and Cervo, itand~ 
ing thirty nine degrees thirty mmutes; and iail
ed away north-eafL 

, The 3d of September, we met with a Flemifh, 
hulk that came from Lifbon, and dccL,rcJ l:IHO 

1', the overthrowing of the Spanilh tk:;:, to the 
lingular rejoicil1t2; and comfort of llS all. 

The cth of St'f!tt:mber, after a terrible tem
pdt, v.hich carried away moft part of our fails, 
by the merciful :'~lV011r of the Al11ligLty, we fe· 
covered OL:r longo \',ill:ed-for port of Plymouth. 
in Fn~lJnd, from whence we fet forth at the 
h::)nnil~g of o~r voyage." 

[The 
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[The wealth acquirt:d in ti.is, voyage, th~ ug1\ 

very confiderable. was fuon diliip .• tt:d ; and, In 

lds than three years, Cavt'nddh again found him
fell under the neceffity of preparing hlr a li:con.i, 
in which, however, he was very unfortunate. He 
had, indeed, increafed his prepl!.rations ; and; it 
is not to be doubted, but that the certainty he 
had conceived of acquiring a mere ample for~ 
tune by a fecond enterprize, made him the more 
carelefs in the management of the treafure he had 
acquired by the firll:. 

'T he !hips fitted out on this occauon were the 
Leicd1t:r, commanded by himfe!f as Admiral'; 
the Roebuck, Captain Cocke, Vlce,Aumiral; 
the Defire, Captain Davis, Rear.Admiral; the 
Dainty, Captain Coffen ; and the Black Pinnace, 
whole Commander's name is not mentioned. 'I he 
Commanders in this expedition were lome of 
the ablell: navigators the nation produced, and 
the highell: expectations were formed from their 
fortitude and approved experience. 

(Jr' the accounts that have been given of this 
!!xpedition, that publi!hed by John Jane, a gen.' 
tleman who accompanied Captain Davis 10 the 
Defire, is the moll: complete; for which rea!Qn, 
we i1l.l!i give it in the writer's own words, as it 
j, but in few hands, . and full of interell:ing; 
events: 

" The 25th of Aug. 1591, we departed from 
Plymollth, fays Mr. Jane, with three large !hips 
and two barks. 

J'he 
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The 29th of November, we fell in with the 
bay of Salvador, upon the coaft of Bridil; tweI"" 
league$ on this ude Cape Frio, where we wet'e 
hecafmed until the zd of December: -at which 
time we took a fmall bark bound for the river 
Of Plate, with fugar, haberdafh-wares, and ne .. 
groes. The mafter of this bark brought us to 
an HIe called Placentia, thirty leagues weft from 
Cape Frio, where we arrived the 5th of Decem';' 
ber, and rifted fix or feven houfes inhabited by 
the t>ortuguefe. The II th, we departed from 
this place, and, the 14th, arrived at the iGand of 
St. Sebaftian; from whence Mr. Cocke and 
Captain Davis prefendy departed with the De
fire and Black Pion ace, for taking the town of 
Santos. The 15th, at evening, we anchored at 
the bar of SantOs, from whence we departed, 
with our boats, to the town; by which expedi
tion, we took all the people at mafs, both men 

-and women, whom we kept all chat day in the 
church as prifoners. The caufe why Mr. Ca-

-\tendi1h ddired to take this town, was to fupply 
his· great wants; and, having it now in quiet 
pofi"effion, we frood in atrurance of having pro
vifions in great abundance. But fuch was' the 
negligence of Captain Cocke, that the Indians 
were fuffered to carry out whatfoever they would 
in open view, and no man did controul them: 
and the next day, after we had won the town, 
our prifoners were all fet at liberty i only fO':!J 
poor old men were kept as pledges to {upply 
our wants. Thus, in three days, the town, which 

w~m 
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was able: to furnifu fuch anpther fl~et with "all 
kinds of nccetfaries" was left unto us, Dak.e~lt 
bare, without ,people and provifions. -

Eight or ten ciaysafter, Mr.,CavendHh himfeJ".f 
,arne hither, where he remained Ufltil the ud 
of January, feeking by entreaty ,to have ~hat 
when.:of we were once pofiHfed. Bllt~ in con
duGan, we departed worfe furnifhed from the 
town, than when we came unto"it. ,The 22d, 
we burnt St. Vincent's to the ground. r The 2+th, 
we fec fail, ihaping our courfe for the ftrails of 
Magellan. " 

,The 7th of February, we had a very great 
florm; and, the 8th, our fleet was feparated by 
the fury of the tempe ft. ~l'hen our Captain 
called unto him the mafter of our fbip, a very 
honeft and fufficient man; and. conferring with 
him, he concluded to go for Port Defire, hoping 
that the General would come thither, becaufe 
that in his firft voyage he had fpund great relief 
there; for our Captain could ne"er g~t any di
reCtion what courfe"to take in any fuch extre-

,mities, though many times he had entreated for 
it, as often I have heard him with, griefr~. 
port: In failing to this port, by good cl,lanC;i:, 
we met with the Roebuck, whercinMr. Cocke 
had ,endured great extremities, and loft hlSboii, 
and thc:refore defired our Captain to keep 'hi~ 
company. for he was in a very defperate fitllation. 
Our Captain hoifted out his boat.,imd went on 
board him to know his eftate, and, r,eturn~t 
told us the hardnefs thereof, and ~eJired the 

"MiifteJ" 
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Matter and all the company to be careful'in,all 
their watches pot to lole the Roebuck, and fo 
", e both arrived at Port Defire, the fixth of 
l\Lrc1J. 

The 16th of March, the Black Pinnac.t came 
to u:;; but the'Dainty came not, but returned 
back to EngJand, It:aving their Captain on boa~d 
ti1; Roebu.:k, without any provilion more than 
~he apparel th:1t he wore. The 18th the Lei.' 
cdler came into the road, and Mr. Cavcndiili 
came into the harbour ill a boat which he had 
made at fea; for his long boat and pinnace 
were log; at· rea': and being on board the De-fire, 
he told our Captain of all his extremities, and 
fpokemail: hardly of his company, and of di
Vers gentlemen th.lt were with him, purpofing 
no mure to i::() on board his own {hip, but to 
it,j y in the Ddire. \ \' e all forrowed to hear 
fuch harJ fp~eches of QUf good friends; but 

-113ving fpukt:n with the gentlemen of the Lei-
cdki', \\1: found the:.] faithful, honell, and re
k!l:'c in. ,)!'ow.:uir<.;, although it pleafed our 
Gen;.r.:! othur,wile to conceive of them. 

The 2'Ab .Qf March, we, departed from Port 
Dclire, Mr. La',-:l1dilh beifl~ in the Delire with 
Wi. Th~ 8th of April\ we feB in with the ftraitsof 
;"1 Jf:llan. enuUI'ing ma.ny turious ftor-ms between 
Pon Ddirt: ,~d the {hair. The 14th, wepafied 
through tbe firll fhait. The 16th, we paired the 
j, , ,1; ,l: 1haiL, being tell l ~~\gu('<; diftant from the 
lint. The 18th, we doubled Cape Froward, 
which CJll'; L:h in 53 degrees 30 minutes. 

The: 
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The 21 it we were forced, through the fury of 
the weather. to put into a fmall cove with our 
fhips, four leagues from the faid cape, upon the 
iouth {hore, where we remained until the 15th 
of May, in the which time we endured ex
treme ftorms, with perpetual fnow, where ma: 
ny of our mtn died with curfed famine, and 
rniferable cold, not having wherewith to cover 
their bodies, nor to fill thtir beliie~, but living 
by mufcJes, water, and weeds of the fea, with a 
fmall relief, from the {hip's ftore, in meal, 
fometimes. And all the fick men in the Lei
cefter were moit uncharitably put on {hare into 
the woods, in the fr.cw, rain, and cold, when 
men of good health could fcarcely endure ii:, 
where they ended their lives in the higheit de
gree of mifery. Mr. Cavtndilh all the w;l;l,~ 

being on board the Ddire. In thefe great t):trc
rnities of fnow and cold, doubting what the end 
would be, he afked our captain's opinion, be
cauie he was a man that had good €xperience 
of the north-weit parts, in his three feveral dil:' 
coveries that way, employed by the merchants 
of London. Our captain told him, that this 
fnow was a matter of no long continuance, and 
gave him fufficient reafon for it, and that there. 
by he could not much be prejudiced or hindered 
in his proceeding. Notwithitanding, he called 
together all the company, and told them, that 
he purpofed not to {lay in the itraits, but to de
part upon fome other voyage, or elfe to return 
again for Brazil: but his refolution was to go 

Vo!.. L I j for 
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for the Cape of Good Hope. The company 
anfwered, that, if it pleafed him, they did defire 
to Hay God's favour for a wind, and to endure 
all hardneis whatfoever, rather than to give over 
the voyage, confidering they had been here bilt 
a [mall time, and becaufe they were within for
ty league~ of the South Sea, it grieved then1 
now to return: notwithfbnding, whatever he 
orJered, that they would perform. So he con
cluded to go for the Cape of Good Hope, and 
to give over this \ ()p~~e. Then our captain, 
after Mr. Cavendilh was come on board the 
Ddlre from talking \\ ith the company, told 
him, that, if it pleated him to coniider the great 
~·:trl miry of his iiruarion, the Oendernefs of his 
provifions, wirh rhe weaknefs of his men, it 
was no courle for him to proceed in that new 
enterprize: ier if rhe reft of your Ihips (faid he) 
be furnilheJ anrwerable to this, it is impoffible 
to perfJ' m your determination; for we have no 
more fai!s than malts, no victuals, no ground
tJcl~::':~, no cordage more than is over-head, 
and, among feventy-five perrO[l~, there is but the 
mall:er alone that can order the ttl:;), and but 
fourteen (.:;1015: (h~ rell: are gentlemen, ferving
men, and artil1ccrs. Therefore it will be a def
perate cafe to take fo hard an enterprize in hand. 
'fheli: perlualions did our captain not only tile 
to 1\'Ir. Cavendilh, bur a1l"o to Mr. Cocke. 
In f:~I':, upon a petition delivered in writing by 
the chief of the whole company, the General 
uetermined to depart out of the {hairs of Ma-

gellan~ 
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gellan, and to return again for Santos in Bra~ 
zil. 

So the 15th of May, we fet fail, our General 
being then in the Leicefter. The 18th, we were 
free of the ftraits, but at Cape ~roward it was 
our hard hap to have our boat funk at our 
ftern in the night, and to lole all our oars. 

On the 20th, beinf, thwart of Port Defire, in 
the night the General altered his courfe, as we 
fuppole, by wbich occaGon we loft him; for, 
in the evening, he ftood clofe by a wind to fea ... 
ward; having the wind at nor~h-north<eaft, and 
we ftanding the fame way. the wind not alter
ing, could not the next day fee him: fo that 
we then perfuaded ourfe!ves, that he was gone 
for Pore Defire to relieve himfelf, or that he 
had fuftained fome n-:ifchance at f(:a, and was 
gone thither to remedy it. \Vhereupon our 
captain called the General's m::n unto him, 
with the reO:, and aiked their opinion what was 
to be done. Everyone conjectured that the 
General was gone for Port Defire. Then the 
Mafter, being the General's man, and careful of 
his maO:er's tervice, as al10 of good judgment in 
ka-matters, told the company how dangerolls it 
was to go for Port Defire, if we ihould there mifs 
the General: for (raid he) we have no boat to 
land ourCelves, nor any anchors or cables that I 
dare truft in fo quick ftreams as are there: yet. 
jn all likelihood, concluding that the General 
was gone thither, we fteered our courfe for Port 
Defire, and by chance met with the Black Pin-

I i 2 nace, 
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nace, which had likewife loft the fieet, being in 
a w:ry miferable cafe: fa we both concluded to 
feek the Gentf<,i at Port Deure. 

The 26th day of May, we came to Port De. 
fire, where not finding our General as we hop
eel, being moft flenderly viCtualled, without 
fails, boat, oars, nails, cordage, and all othet 
necdfaries for our relief, we were !truck intb a 
deadly farrow. But, referring all to Provi
dence, we entered the harbour, and found a 
place of quiet road, which before we knew not. 
Having moored our fhip with the Pinnace's 
boat, we landed upon the [outh fhore, where we 
found a fianding pool of frelh water, which by 
efiimation might hold about ten tons, whereby 
we were greatly comforted. From this pool 
we fetched more than forty tons of water, and 
yet we left the pool as full as we found it. And, 
becaufe at our fiJi! being at this harbour we were 
at this place and found no water, we perfuaded 
(;U rftlvc.:: ~, that God had fent it for our relief. 
Allo there were [ueh extraordinary low ebbs as 
we 11.1,: never feen, whereby we got mufcles in 
plenty and ['rt'at abundance of fmelts, fa thar, 
with hooks made of pin8, every man caught as 
n:an:: as he could eat: by which means we pre
l:~rved our Chips victuals, and f~,e:1t not any 
during the t;me of our abode here. 

Our Captain and Mafter, conudering our abi
lity to go to the General, found our wants to 
great, as that in a month we could not fit Qur 
Ill: ~J to L c fail; r'or we muft needs ter up a 

. fmith's 
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fmith's forge to make bolts, fpikes, and nails~ 
befides the repairing of our other wants. Where
upon they concl~lded it to be their beft courii:~ 
to take the pinnace, and to furniih her, and to 
go to the General with all expedition, leaving 
the !hip and the reft of the company until the 
c:;eneral's return; for he had vowed to our 
Captain, that he would return again to the 
Itra.its, as he had told us. The Captain and 
Mail:erofthepinnace.being the General's 
men, were well contented with the motion. 

But the General having in our tbip two moft 
peftilent fellows, when they heard of this deter
mination, they utterly mil1iked it, and, in fe
cret, dealt with the company of bQth ihips, ve
hemently perfuaded them that our Captain and 
Mail:er would leave them in the country to be 
devoured by the cannibals, and that they were 
mercilefs and without charity: whereupon the 
whole company joined in fecret with them, in a 
night, to murder our Captain and Mafter, with 
myieIf and all thofe they thought were their 
friends. There were marks taken in his cabin, 
how to kill him with mufquets through the 
ihip's iide, and bullets made of filver fJr the 
execution, if their other purpofes fhonld fail. 
All agreed hereunto except tht boatfwain of our 
ihip, who, when he knew the matter, revealed 
it to the Mail:er, and fa to the Capt-ain. Th::n the 
matter being called in queftion,. thofe two mur· 
derous fellows were found out, who!~ names 
were Charles Parker and Edward Smith. 

The 
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The Captain, being thus hardly befet, in pe
ril of famine, and in danger of being murdercdi 
was confl:rained to ufe lenity, and by courteous 
means to pacify this fury: ihewing; that, td 
do the General krvice, unto whom he had vow
ed faith in this aCtion, was the caufe why he 
purpofed to go unto him in the pinnace, confi
dering that the pinnace was fa necdfary a thing 
for him, as that he could not be without her, 
becaufe he was fearful of the ihore in fo great 
ibips. \Yhereupon all cried, with curfing and 
fwearing, that the pinnace filOUld not go unlefs 
the fi1ip went. Then the Captain defired them 
to ihew themfelves chriftians, and not fa blaf
l'hemoufl}' to behave themfeJves, without regard 
and thankfgiving to God for their great delive
rance. By which gentle 1peeches, the matter was 
pacified, and the Captain and Mafl:er, at the 
requefl: of the company, were content to forgive 
this great treachery of Parker and Smith, who, 
after many admonitions, concluded in thefe 
\\ords: " The Lord judge between you and 
" me;" which after came to a moO: iharp re
venge, e'. e~ by the puniilimellt of the Almigh
ty. Thus, by a general confent, it was con
cluded not to depart, but to fray there for the 
General's return. Then our Captain and Maf
ter, feeing that they could not do the General 
that fervice which they ddired, made a motion 
to the company, that they would lay down un
der their hands the lofing of the General, with 
the extremities wherein we then flood: where-

unt~ 
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unto they confented, and wrote under their 
hands what followeth: 

'[)3', 

CJ'he 'I'e}limonial of the Company of tbe Defire. 
touching the tojil1g of their General, which ap
peareth to have been utterly agail1) their mean
ings. 
"·THE 26th of AuguO: 1591, we whore 

names are here underwritten, with divers others, 
departed from Plymouth, under Mr. Thomas 
Cavendifh our General, with four fhips of his, 
viz. the Leicefter, the Roebuck, the Defire, 
and the Black Pinnace, for the performance of 
a voyage into the South Sea. The 19~h of No
vember, we fell in with the bay of Salvador, in 
Brazil. The 16th of December we took the 
town of Santos, hoping there to reviCl:ual our
felves, but it fell not out to our contentment. 
The 24th of January we fet fail from Santos, 
fhaping our courfe for the {traits of Magellan. 
The 8th of February, by violent ftotms, 
the faid fleet being parted, the Roebuck 
and the De!ire arrived at Port Defire the 
fixth of March. The fixteenth of March, 
the Black Pinnace arrived there alfo: and 
the 18th of the fame, our Admiral came 
into the road, with whom we departed the 20th 
of March in poor and weak eftate. The Sth 
of April 1592, we entered the ftraits of Ma
gellan. The 21 ft of April we anchored beyond 
Cape Froward, within 40 leagues of the South 
Sea, where we rode until the 15th cf May. In 

which 
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which time we had great ftore of fnoW"wtth. 
fome O'ufty weather. the wind continuing ftiU 
weft-n~rth-wdt againft us. In this time we 
were in forced, for the preferving of our 'vi~
tuals, to live the moft part upon mufcles, our 
provilion was fa Gender; fa that many of our 
men died in this hard extremity. Then our Ge
neral returned for Brazil, there to winter, and 
to procure victuals for this voyage againft the 
pext year. So we departed the ftraits. the 15th 
of May. The 2 111, being thwart of Port Defire, 
36 leagues otf the 1110re, the wind then at north
eaft and by-north, at five of the clock at night, 
lying north-e:lft, we fuddenly caft: about, lying 
fouth,eaft and by-fouth, and fometimes fouth. 
ear.:: the whole fltet following the Admiral, our 
i;,ip coming under his lee, thot a-head of 
him. and fo framed fail fit to keep company. 
This night we were ievered, by what occalion 
,',e proten: we j;,lOW not, whethlT we loli them 
or they us. In the morning we only faw the 
Black Pinnace, then fuppofing the Admiral had 
c'hdhot us. All this day we flood to the eaft
,v:;rds, hoping to find him; becaufe it was not 
j,kt:ly that he would ftanJ to the thore again 10 
fuJdenly. But mifIing him towards night, we ftood 
to the thoreward, hoping by that courfe to find 
him. The 22d of May, at r.ight, we harl a violent 
itcmn, with the wind at north-weft, and we were 
inforced to hull, not beinG able to bear fail; and 
this night we perilhed OUr main trefs!e-trees. fo 
that we could 110 more llfe our main.top,fail, Iy-

ma 



CAPtAIN CAVENDISH's VOYAGES. '249 

ina moftdangeroufly in the fea. The pinnace 
,I:> 

likewife received a great lea~·, fo that we were 
inforced to feek the next 1hore for our relief. 
And, becaufe famine was like to be the beft end, 
we defired to go for Port Defire-, hoping"vith 
fc:als and penguins; to relieve ourfelves, and fo 
to make /bift to follow the General, or there to 
fray his coming from Brafil. The 2+(h of May 
we had much wind at north. The 25th was 
calm, andth.e rea ve~y lofty, [0 that our 1,1j~ had 
dangerous foul weather. The 26th, our fore
furouds broke, fo that, if we had n(!)t been near 
the fuore, it had been impoffible for tiS to get 
out of the fea. And now, being here moored in 
Port Defire, our ihrouds are all rotten, not hav
ing a running rope whereto we may tmft, and 
being provided of only one ihifc offails, all worn, 
our top-fails not able to abide any firefs of wea
ther; neither have we any pitch, tar, or nails, 
nor any ftore for the fupplying of thefe wants; 
and we live only upon teals and mufcles, having 
but five hogUleads of pork within board, and 
meal three ounces for a man a day, with water 
for to drink.· J And for as much as it hath pleat
edGodtO feparate our fleet, and to bring us into 
fuch hard extremities, t.hat only now by his mere 
O1ercy we expect reliet~ though otherwife we :>re 
hopdefs of comfort; yet, becau[e the wOnJ;lerful 
works of God, in his exceeding grea-t favour td
wards us his creatures, .are far beyon d the fcope 
of man's capacity, therefore by him we hope to 
have deliverance in this our deep diftrefs. Alfo, 

VOl" 1. K k for 
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for as much as thofe upon whom God will be': 
frow the favour of life, with return home to their 
country, may not only remain blamelefs, but alfC) 
manifeft the truth of our actions, we have thought 
good, in chriftian charity, to lay down under our 
hands the truth of all our proceedings, even till 
the time of this our diftrefs. 

Given inPort Defire,the2d of June, r592,"&c~' 
After they had delivered this under their'r 

hands, then we began to labour to preferve our 
lives; and we built up a fmith's forge, and made 
mils, bolts, and fpikes; others made ropes of a 
piece of our cable; and the reft gathered mufcles. 
and took fmelts, for the whole company. Three 
leagues from this harbour there is an iOe with 
four [mall iOes about it, where there are abun. 
~ance of feals; and, at that time of the year, 
the penguins came thither, in great plenty, to 
breed. 'N e concluded with the pinnace, that the 
thould fometimes go thither to catch feals for 
us; upon which condition we wouldfharevic
tuals with her man for man; whereunto the, 
whole company agreed. So we parted our poor 
frore, and the laboured to fetch us feals to eat, 
wherewith we lived when fmelts and mufcles' 
failed; for in the nep-tides we could get no 
mufcles. Thus, in the moft miferable calamity, 
we remained until the 6th of Auguft, ftill keep
ing watch upon the hills to look for our Gene
ral; and fo great was our vexation and anguHh 
of foul, as I think never flefh and blood endured' 
more. Our mifery daily increafing. time par.: 

fing, 
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{jng, and our hope of the General being very 
cold, our Captain and Mafter were fully per
fuaded that the General might, perhaps, go di
reCtly for the ftraits, and not come to this har
bour: whereupon, they thought no courfe more 
convenient, than to go preft:ntly for the ftrait~, 
and there to ftay his coming; for, in that place 
he could not pars, but of courfe we muft fee him: 
Whereunto the company moft willingly con[en t
ed,as al[o the Captain and Mafter of the pinnace. 
fo that upon this determination we made all pof
Jible fpeed to depart. 

The 6th of Auguft, we fet fail, and went to 
Penguin IOe; and, the next day, we falted 20 
hoglheads of feals, which was as much as onf 
fait could do. The 7th, towards night, we de
parted from Penguin lOe. The 9th, we had a 
fore ftorm, fo that we were conftrained to hull, 
for our fails were not. fit to endure any force. 
The 14th, we were driven in among certain iOes 
never before difcovered by any known relation. 
lying fifty leagues, or better, off the ihore, eall: 
and northerly from the ftraits; in which place, 
had not the wind ceafed, we mull: of neceffity 
have perifhed. But, the wind fhifting, we di
reCted our courfe for the ftraits; and, the 18th 
of Auguft, we fell in with the Cape in a very 
thick fog; and, the fame night, we anchored ten 
leagues within the Cape. The 19th, we pa{fed 
the firft and fecond ftraits. The 2 I Il:, we doubled 
Cape Froward. The 22d, we anchored in 
Salvage Cove, fo called becaufe we f;lW m~ny [il-

K k 2 vages" 
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vages there. Notwichftanding the ex creme cold 
of this f-Iace, yet do all thek people go naked. 
and live in the woods like faeyrs, painted and <lif· 
gUlled, and flee from you like wild deer. They 
are very ftrong, and threw ftones at us of three 
or four pOllnds weight, an incredible difrance. 
The 24th, in the morning, we departed from tkis 
cove, and the fame day we came into the north· 
weft reach, which is the laft reach of the frraits. 
The 25th, we anchored in a good cove, withi~ 
l4 leagues of the South Sea: in this place we 
purpokd to fray for the General; for the ftrait 
at this place, is fcarce three miles broad, fo that 
he could not PJf' but we muO: fee him. After 
we had O:aid here a fortnight in the depth of 
winter, our viCtuals conCuming (for our feal!l 
ftunk moft vilely, and our men died pitifully 
through cold and famine, for the greateft part of 
them had not doaths to defend them from the 
extrt:mity of the winter's cold); being in thi!l 
heavy di1hefs, our Captain and Mafter thought 
it the beft courfe to depart from the ftraits into 
the South 3ea,and togo for the ifleofSanta Maria, 
which is to the northward of Baldivia, ill37 deg. 
15 min. where we might have relief, and be in a 
temperate clime, and there ftay for the GeneraJ~ 
for of neceffity he [nuft come by that ifle. So We 

departed the 13th of September,and cameio figbt 
of the South Sea. On the 14th, we were forcect 
back again, and recovered a cove, three leagues 
within the firaits from the South Sea. Again 
we put forth, and bting eight or ten le~gues free . - . gf 
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of the land, the wind riling furiouOy at weft. 
,north-weft, we were forced back again into the 
-thaits for want of lails; for we ,never dudtbear 
fail in any firefs of weather, they were fo weak: 
fo again we recovered the cove three leagues 
within the ftraits, where we endured moil furious 
weather; fo that one of our two cables brake, 
whereby we wert!hopelefs of life: yet it pleafed 
God tocalm theftorm, and wel1nreev'd our !heets, 
-tacks, halliards, and other ropes, and moored 
our {hip to the trees, clofe by the rocks. We '-

'laboured to recover our anchor again, but could 
not, it lay fo deep in the water, and, as we think, 
covered with oaze. Now had we but one anchor, 
which had but one whole fluke, a cable fpliced 
in two places, and a piece of an old one. In 
the midi\: of thefe our troubles, the wind came 

-, fair the firf\: of October; whereupon, with .all 
-expedition, we l~ofed our moorings, and weighed 
our anchor, and fo towed off into the ohannel; 
for we had mended our boat in Port Defire, and 
had five oars of the pinnace. When we had 
weighe(1 our anchor, we found our cable broken;' 
pnly one {hand held~ Being in the channel, we 
reeved our ropes, and again rigged our !hip; 
no man's hand was idle, but all laboured even 
for the laft gafp of life. Here our company was 
divided ~ fome defired to go again for Port De • 

. ,:: Slre, and there ~o be fet on ihore, where they 
JIlight travel for their lives; and fome ftood with 
the Captain and Mafier to proceed. Whereupon 
t~e Captain faid to the Mafier, ~'Mafier, you 

, f~e 
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fee the wonderful extremity. of our eilat!!, .and 
the great doubts among our company ofrthc 
truth of your reports, as touching relief to be 
had in the South Sea. Now, good Mafrer, for 
as much as you have been in this voyage OIloCe 

before with your Mailer the General., fatisfy the 
company of fuch truths as are to you . bet\: 
known; and, you the reft of the General's men. 
who likewife have been with him in his firft 
voyage, if you hear any thing contrary to the 
truth., fpare not to reprove it., I pray you." 
Then the Mafrer faid, " If you think good to 

return, I will not gainfay it: but this I think, 
if life may be preferved by any means, it is in 
proceeding; for at the HIe of Santa Maria I do 
affure you of wheat, pork, and roots enough. 
Alfo, I will bring you to an ifie where pelicans 
be in great abundance, and we thall have meal 
in great plenty., befides a poffibiJity of intercept
ing fome {hips upon the coaft of Chili and Peru. 
But, if we return, there is nothing but death to 
be hoped for: therefore, do as you like, J am 
ready; but my delire is to proceed." Thefe his 
fpeeches, being confirmed by others that were in 
the former voyage, there was a general confent 
for proceeding; and fo, the 2d of OCtober, we 
put into the SOllth Sea, a.nd were free of all land. 
This night the wind began to blow very much 
:It weft-north-weft, and frill increafed in fury, fo 
that we were in great doubt whatcotnfe to take. 
To put into the ilraits we durft not, for lack of 
;round-tackle: to bear fail we doubted, the 

tempeft 
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tCnfpeft. was fo furious, .md our-faiis fo bad. The 
pinnace' ctame round with llS, and told us that 
fhe had received many grievous feas, and that 
her ropes did every hour fail her ,.fo as they could 
not'tell what {hift to make. We, being unable 
in any fort to help her, flood under our courfes 
in view of the lee-thore, fiiB expecting our rui
nous end.lft~) 'll'J 

If The 4th of Oaober, the £torm growing be. 
yond meafure furious, the pinnace, being in the 
wind of us, {huck fuddenly a hull, fa that we 
thought (he had received fame grievous fea, or 
fprung a leak, or that her fails failed her, beca~lfe 
ihe came not with us; but we durft not hull in 
that unmerciful fiorm, but [ometimes tried Ull
der our main courfe, fometimes with a haddock 
of our fail, for our !hip was very leeward, and 
moft labourlome in the fea. This night we loft 
the· pinnace, and never faw her again. 
t' The 5th, our fore-fail was [plit and all torn : 
then our Mafier took the mizzen, and brought 
it to the fore-mail, to make our !hip work, and 
with our fprie-fail we mended our fore-fail, the 
ftorm continuing beyond all defcription in fury, 
with hail, [now, rain, and wind, [uch and fo 
mighty, as that in nature it could not pallibly be 
more, the tea fIlCh and fa lofty, with continual 
breach, that many times we were doubtful whe

·ther our fbip did fink or h" i!il. 

The loth of October, being, by the account of 
our Captain and Mafier, very near the 111Ore, the 
weather dark, the ft9rm furious, and moil: of (lur 

meD 
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men having giy~n over to li\pour, ",e yielded 
ourfelves to de.~tb witbou~ further hope of . ~ 
cour. Our Captain fitting in the gaJlery very 
pen five, I came and brought him fom~ To/a foli!w 
to comfort him; for he was fo cold, that ~~ Wai. 

fcarce able to move a joint. After he h~d dr~nk, 
and was comforted in heart, he began, for. the, 
eafe of his confcience, to make a large repetition. 
of his forepaffed time, and with many griey~)Us. 
fighs, he concluded with a ilior[ prayer for our 
prefervation. Having ended, hedeGr/;d me not 
to make known to any of the comp3ny. his intq ... 
lerable grief and anguifh of mind, becaufe they 
1houid not thereby be difmayed. And fo fuddenlY1 
before I went from him, the fun {bined cle~r; fo 
that he and the Mafter both obferved the true 
elevation of the Pole, whereby they knew by 
what courfe to recover the ftra,its. Wherewithil. 
our Captain and Mafier were fo. rc:vived, and 
gave fuch comfortable fpeeches to th~ comp~ny, 
that every man rejoiced, as though we had re
ceived a prefent deliverance. The next di1.Y~ 
being the II th of OCtober, we raw C~pe De
feado, being the cape on the fouth fhQre ,(th~ 
north fhore being nothing but a comp~n,y,qf 
dangerous rocks, ii1es, and !hoals). Thiscape 
being within two leagues to the leewarc;l 9f us, 
our Mafier greatly doubted that wecoll~d nQt 
double the fame: neverthelefs, being a manqf 
good fpirit,he refolutely made quick difpatch" 
and fet fail. Our fails had not been half an hoW' 
on board, but the foot-rope of our fore-fail 

brake, 
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bfak.~~fo tnat nothing held but the oylet-holes. 
The feas continually brake 'over the {hip's p'66p~ 
al'l(f'flew into the fails with futh violence, that 
y;e,ftill expeCted the rearing of out fails, or ove~. 
fming of the fhip ; ahd, befide5, to our utter d.if
comfort; wle ptrceived that ~e ltll frill more' and 
more to lee-ward, fo chlt w~ could not double 
the c!lpe. "vVe were now c'ome within hal( a 
mile- of the t:tp'e, and 10 near the {hare:, that 'the 
counter, furf of the fea would rebound again1t' 
the (hip'~ fiae, 'fo that we were much difmayed' 
with the horror of our prtfent end. Being thus 

. . lJ 

at the very point of our Math, the wind and the 
feas raging beyond meafure, our Mafter veen;d 
fome Of the main 'ffieec; arid whether it was by 
thilt octailon, or by' fome current, or ,by the 
wohderful power of God~ as' we verily thi~kit, 
was, the fhip quickened her way, and ~ot paft. 
that rock, where we tho)lght we fhould have 
!hare-a. Theri between the cape and the point 
there' was' a Ilttle bay; (0 that we were fome
whaffa'rtlier trom the ilion! : and, when we came 
fo far a's the cape, we yielded to death; yet the 
Fatner of all mercits delivered us, and we 
doubled' tne cape apollt the length of our fhip" 
or very' litiIe more. Being that paft the cape., 
we prefeilllytook in am rails, which only God, 
had preferved unto us; and when Wt were fhoc 
in' behv'een, the high lands, the wind blv .vit1g 
traQe, without an inch 'of fail, we fpoonf"'d be. 
fo~e the fea, three men beillg not able toguide 
the helm, and in'fix hours we were put twenty. 

VOT •• I. L 1 five:: 
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6v.e1leaglleSwtthin the{h-:4its,where we fo~~~a 
fea,a~nfwerable t~ the ~ean. 

'In this. time we fjeed ~ur 1bIp from w.ater .. aftd~ 
aftet' we' had rcdted. a liule, our men were not 
able to move; their finews were frilL., ~nd their' 
Belb dead, and many of th~,(whj~h is,lUolllla
mentable to be.. reported) were fo eatell with heet 

as that in their Belli did lie cluftt:rs()fthein, a~ big 
as peaf~ yea and fome as big as b~ans. Beiqg in 
t~is mifery, we were confirai~d to put int~ a 
cove, for the refrelliing of our men. Our,.Mafter 
knowing the {bore, and every coveY1!r,Jperfc:lUy, 
put in with the 1hore, and moored to th~ trees, .as 
beforetimewe had done, laying our anchor to the 
fea-ward. Here we continued until the 20th of 
OCtober; but not being able any longer toftay, 
through extremity of famin~ the 21 ft we put off 
into the channel, the weather being reafonably 
calm: but before night it blew m9ft extremely 
at weft-north-weft. The ftorm grov;ing ou~ra
geous, our men could fearcely ftand. by their ,1a:
bour; and, the ftraits being full, of turning 
reacl1es, we were conftrained by the' dffcretiOll 
of the Captain and Maller in their accounts~ to 
guide the ihip in the hell-dark night, wh'~n ~e 
cc.Jld not fee any ihore, the channel being in 
fOle p Jce~ fcarce three miles broad. But OLlr 
Cc 2' ain, as we firft paired through the flraits, 
dIe\", fuch ~t\ exquifite pilln of the fame. as ,I ~Ol 
aiTur~\i it c,,-,:Wt I" any fort be betterc:.d: whiSh 
pla ' II and ,he \1;'l1er fa often perufeJ, an~ fo 
e1ft 'ully regar,led, as that in mc:mory they Iud 

eVf:!Y 
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e\1eryturnanda~k, and in the deep dark night, 
without any doubting, they conveyed the ihip 
through that crooked channel; fo that I con
duck, the world hath not anyfo fkilful 'pil.oe5 
for that place, as they are; for other~ife wo 
c9l11d never have paffed ihftlch fort as we did •. t 

t- The 25th, we came to ail'·illand in'the firair!, 
narned PenguIn 10e, whither we fent otlr bOat 
to feek relief, for there were great abundance of 
birds, and,' the weather was very calm; fo we 
<!ame to an anchor by the ifiand in feven fa
thoms. While our boat was on /hore, and we 
had great ftore of p~nguins, there arofe a fud. 
den· ftorm, fo that our {hip did drive over a 
breach, and our boat funk at the {hore. Cap
tain Cotton and the Lieutenant, being on fhort~, 
leapt into the boat and freed the fame, and threw 
away all the birds, ~'and with great difficulty re'; 
covered the {hip: myfelf alfo was iii the boat at 
the fame time; where for my life I laboured to 
the beft of my power. The fhip, all this while 
~riving upon the lee-fhore, when we came on 
b'oard' we helped to fet fail, and weighed the 
anchor; for before our coming they could [carce 
hoift up their yards;lyet with much ado they 
fet their fore-courfe. Thu~ in a mighty fret of 
weather, the 27th day of October we were free 
of the ftraits. and the 30th of October we came 
to PengUin Ine, being three Jeagues from Port 

:;Defire, the place where we purpoted to feek for 
our relief.IJ1~q n :'1: 

. When we were come to this ine we (ent' our 
. boat on GlOre, which returned laden with birds 
, L 1 2 and 
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a;nd ,eggs;, ¥l~ oqr JP,en fa,id ;the JleP,gyins ,'fere 
fp.thicl~ upon th,:: i~, thatilii~ [Jlig~t b~ laden 
with them; fo~ they could ,no; S9 wiSh9;W 
~rjlmpling llppn th:e bir~is, wher~t we gr;eady 
rejoiced. T)1~O the captain il:ppointed Cqarlrs 
Parker and Edwa~Q, Smith, with t~enty others, 
tp"go on (hore, and to flay uppn ~he itle, for 
the killing and drying c# thefe penguins, aQ,d 
promifed, aftert4e ibip wasin harpoqr, to f~ml 
the reft, no~ only for expeditio~, but alfo to 
fave the fmall [tore of viCtuals in t~e lhip. ,B,ut 
:Parker, Smi~h, and the reft of their faction. 
f~f~eaed that this was a device of the captain's 
to)eave his men on fuore, that, by thefe roeiJ,ns, 
there might be victuals for the reft to ,r~covef 
their country: and when they remembered that 
this was the place where they \'\ouk~ have flai~ 
their capt~in apd mafter, Curely (thought they) 
for revenge hereof will they leave us on {borA;. 
Which, wh~n our captain underftood, he called 
(;od to w,itnefs, that revenge was no part of 
pis thoughts; they gave him thanl,(.s, defiri~g ~Q 
go inlo the harbolJr with the {hip, \,Vhich he 
ifant,ed. So there were only ten left u.pon the 
jAe, and the laft of Oaober we entered the har~ 
RPur. Our mafter~ at our laft being h~e, hav
ing tilken careful notice of ~very creek in the 
river, in a very convenient pl~cet upon fandy 
oaze, r2n the {hip a-groun~, .laying our an~hQr 
,to (eaward, and with our running ropes mopr.e~ 
her to ftakes upon the {hare, . whic:hqe h~~ 
faneoed for that purpole; wl}c;re ~he. .(hip rC;4 

.lpt\ined till ollr depar[~re. . 
rh~ 



CwrAIN CAV,fiNDlS!i's VO~·AGES. 2"J 

The 3d of November, our boat with water, 
wood, and as many as {he' could carry , went 
for $he iOe of Penguins; but being deep 1he 
durft not proceed~ but returned again the' fame 
night. Then Parker, Smith~ T9wnlhend, Pur
pet, with five others,defired that they migl}t 
go by land, and that' the boat might fetch them 
when they were againft the iOe, it being fcarce 
a mile from the fhore. The captain bade them 
do what they thought beft, advifing them to 
take weapons with them: " For, (faith he) al
" though we have not at any time feen people I 
n in this place, yet in the country there may be 
~, favages." They anfwered: .~ That here were 
" great ftore of deer, and oft riches : but if 
" there were favages, they would devour them.~· 
!"lotwithftanding, the captain caufedthem to take 
weapons with them, carlivers, fwords, and tar
gets: fo the 6th of November, they departed. 
by land, and the boat by fea; but from that 
day'to this day we never heard of our men. 
"The I Ith, while moll: of our men were at the 
iOe, only the captain and mafter, wich fix ochel's, 
being left in the !hip, there came a great multi
tude of favages to the fhip, throwing duft in the 
air, leaping and running like brute beafts, hav
ing vizards OR' their faces like dogs faces, or elfe 
their faces are dogs faces indeed. We greatly 
feared left they would fet our thip on fire, for 
~hey would fuddenly make fire, whereat we 
much marvelled: they came to windward of olir 
Oaip, and fet the bufhes on fire, fo that we were 

in 
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ip a veryftinltirig fmoak i but ~s foah' as tt;ey 
Came within' our ilior, we thot at themi and 
ilrikirtg one of them 'ln the thigh, 'they all prt!
fendy fled; fa that we never faw more of them. 
Hereoy wejudged, that thefe cannibals had-Gain 
our nine men. When we confidered who they 
were that were thus murdered, and' foend that 
they were the principal men who would'have 
murdered the captain and mafier, with their 
friends, we faw the juft judgment of God, and 
made fupplication to his Divine M3jefty to be 
merciful unto .us. While we were in this har
bour, our captain and mallet went with the 
boat to difcover how far this river did run, that 
if need thould enforce us to leave our fuip, we 
might know how far we might go by water: fo 
they found, that, farther than twenty mi'~ 
they could not go with the boat. At their re
turn they fel1t the boat to the ine of penguins! 
whereby we underftood that the penguins dried 
to· our hearts content, and that the multitude 
of them was infinite. All the time that we were 
in this place, we fared paffing well with eggs, 
penguins, young feals, young gulls, and o~het 
birdSs fuch as I know not, of all whicb we had 
abundance. In this place we found an herb 
called Scurvy-grafs, which we fried with eggs. 
u(ing train·oil inllead of butter~ This herb did 
fa purge the blood, that it took away all kinds 
of fweUings, of ~hich many had died, and re. 
ftored us to perfea: health of body; fo that we 
were ill as good cafe as when we came tirft O\)t 

of 
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<f;,i-ngland. We .ilaid. in this ,har~Ul". until 
the:2zd of December" in which till)ewejud, 
d~X:d 20,900 p~ngw.QS;. and. the ,captain, ~he 
mail:er, and myleJ.t~ had made tome faIt, by l,\¥~ 
il1tJ,fa1~-water upon the r()cks, inhales, which. 
i9Jj~"days wouldbe kerned. Thl.Js God d,id 
feed us, even as it. were with manna from 
bqven. 

Tl1e 22d of December" we dep4f,ted with ou~ 
{hip for the iile. where, with, .great diffieulCYt 
by the ,tkilful induftry of our mail:er, we gOt 
I-hPOO of our .birds, and had almoil: ,loft oU,r 
captain in labour.jng to bring the birds on 
bp~rd: and, had not our mafi;er been very ex
pert in ,the fe~ or thofe tides, yvhich run after ma
ny fa(hions~ we had alfo loil: our !hip in the fame 
pl~ce. The 22d at night we departed with 
14,000 dried penguins, not being able CO feteQ. 
the reft, .apd lhaped our courfe for Brazil. Now., 
our ,captain rated Ollr victuals, and brought~s 
to ru~h allowance, as that our viCtuals migh,t 
~aO,:,fix.'months; for our hope was, that within 
fix months we might recover our country. 
tlwugh our fails were very bad. So our allow
ance was .two ounces and an half of meal for a 
111a,n a~daYt and to have fo twice a-week; fo 
that five ounces did [erve for:l week. Three 
days.a week we had oil, three fpoonfuls fr;>r a 
man a-dar; and two days in a week peafe, a 
pint a!ll0ng follr men a-day, and every day five 
p.engufnsfor,P'>jlr ql,en, aQd fix. quarts of wa
ter for~ four Jll.I;p a-day. T~is was ollr allQ,¥-

ance; 
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ance; wherewith we lived, though weakly, and 
very feeble. The 30th of January, we arriYed at 
the il1e of Placentia in BraziJ, the firft place that, 
outward bound, we were at: and having made 
the {hoal, our {hip lying off at fea, the captain, 
with twenty-four of the company, went with 'he 
boat on {bore, being a whole night befgre they 
could recover it. The laft of January, at fUn
riling, they fuddenly landed, hoping to take the 
Portuguefe in their houfes, and by· that means 
to recover fome Cafavi meal, or other viauals 
for our relief; but when they looked for the 
houCes, they were all razed and burnt to the 
ground, fa that we thought no man had remain
ed on the il1and. Then the captain went to the 
gardens, and brought from thence fruits and 
roots for the company, and came on board the 
1hip, and brought her into a fine creek which 
we had found, out, where we might moor her by 
the trees, and where there was water, and hoops 
to trim our calks. Our cafe being very defperate, 
we prefently laboured for difpatch away; fome 
cut hoo2s, which the coopers made, others la
boured upon the fails and fhip, every man tra
vailin~. for his life; and ftill a guard was kept> 
on fuore t,) defend thofe that laboured, every 
man !laving likewife his weapon by him. The 
3d t f February, our men, with twenty-three 
iliot, went again to the gardens, being three 
mil' , from us upon the north fhore, and fetched 
Cal i·roots out of the grololnd, to relieve our 
compny, inftead of bread, for we fpent not of 

our-
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.our meal while we fiaid here. The 5th of Fe
-bruary, being Monday, our captain and 111afie'i
haftened the company to their labour; fo fome 
went with the coopers to gather hoops, tand the 
l'eft laboured on board. This night many of our 
men in the !hip dreamed of mllrder and £laugh
ter: in the nl0rning they repo'rted their dreams: 
one faying to another, " This night I dreamed 
" that thou wert 1hin." Another anfwered, 
" And I dreamed that thou wert flain." And 
this was general through the Ibip. The Captain 
hearing this, who likewife had dreamed very 
ftrangely himfelf. gave very firiB: charge, that 
thofe who went on {hore fhould take weapons 
with them, and faw them himfelf delivered into 
the boat, and {Cnt fome on purpofe to guard 
the labourers. All the forenoon they laboured 

. in quietnefs, and when it was ten o'dock, rL· 
heat being extreme, they came to a rock near 
the wood's fide (for all this country is nothing 
but thick woods), and there they boiled Clfa, i
roots, and dined. After dinner fome nept, 
others walbed themfelves in the fea, all being 
ftripped to their {birrs, and no man keeping 
watch, no match lighted, and not a piece 
charged. Suddenly, as they were thus nl:eping 
and Iporting, having got themfelves into a cor
ner, out of fight of the !hip, there came a mul .. 
titude of Indians and Portuguefe u-pon them. 
and new them ileeping: only two efcaped, one 
very fore hurt, the other not touched, by 
whom we underftood of this miferable' ma{~ 

VOL. I. M Ia fa~r~ 
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facre,' With all fpeed we manned our boat, and 
landed to fuccour our men; but we found them 
ihin, and laid n"i;ed in rank on~'by another, with 
their faces upward, and a crofs fet by them: and 
withal we faw twO very great pinriaces come from 
the river of Janeiro very full of men; who we 
fufpected came from thence to take' us'; becaufe 
there came from Janeiro foldiers to Santos, when 
.. he Gener:!l had taken the town, and was {hon~ 
in ii:, Of feventy fix perfons who departed in 
our thip out of England, we were now left but 
twenty-feven, having loC( thirteen in this place, 
with their chief furniture, as mufkets, calivers, 
powder, and {hot. Our calks were all in decay, 
fo that we could not take in more water than was 
in our {bip, for want of caiks, and that which we 
had was marvellous ill-conditioned. And being 
there moored by trees, for want of cables and 
anchors, we flill expected the cutting of our 
moorings, to be beaten from our decks with our 
own furniture, ai1d to be affailed by them of 
Janeiro. \Vhat diftrefs we were now driven 
into, I am not able to exprefs. To depart with 
eight tons of water in fuch bad caiks, was to 

ftarve at fea, and in flaying our cafe was ruin
ous. Thefe were hard choices; but, being thus 
.perplexed, we made choice rather to fall into 
the hands of the Lord than into the hands of 
men. So, concluding to depart, the 6th of 
February we were off in the channel, with our 
ordnance, an,1 fmall thot, in readinefs for any 
~ffault tll:lt fhould come; and, having a fmall 

gal~ 
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gale of wirid. we recovered the fea in moil deep 
dift:refs. Then bemoaning our eilate one to ano
ther, and recounting over all our extremities, no
thing grieved us more than the lofs of our men 
twice, firil being f1aughtered by the cannibals at 
POrt Defire, and at this iOe of Placentia by the 
Indians and Portuguefe. And co'nfidering what 
they were who were loil:, ,ye found that all thofe 
who confpired the murdering of our Captain ~;;d 
Matler were now thin by favages, the gunner 
only excepted. B '!I'g thus at fea, when we 
came to Cape Frio the wind was contrary; fo 
that three weeks we were grievou!1y vexed with 
erofs winds; and, our water confuming, our 
hope of life was very {mall. Some den red to 
go to Baya, and to fubmit themfelves to the 
Portugue[e, rather than to die for thiril: but 
the Captain, with fair perfualions aleeted their 
purpofe of yieiding to the Portugufe. In this 
diilrefs it pleafed God to fend us rain in fuch 
plenty, as that we Wei"e well watered, and in 
good comfort to return. But after we came 
near unto the fun, our dried penguins began to 
corrupt, and there bred in them a mon loath. 
fome and ugly worm, of an inch long. This 
worm did fo mightily increafe, and devour our 
victuals, that there was in reafon no hope how 
we fhould avoid famine, but he devoured of thefe 
wicked creatures; there was nothing that they 
did not devour, iron only excepted; our cloaths, 
hats, boots, fuoes, fuirts, and ftockings: and for 
~he 1hip, they did fo eat the timbers, as that we 

M IlJ 2 I greatly 
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greatlr feared they would undo us, by gnawing 
through the fuip's fide. Great was the care.o$ 
our Captain, Ma1l:ero and company, to cOnftlme 
thefe vermin, but the more we laboured to .kill 
them, the more they increaCed; fo that at the 
Ian: we could not fleep for them ... ,bllt they would 
eat our .Belli, and bite like mufquetos. In this 
woeful cafe, after we had paffed the EquinoCtial 
Line towards the north, our men ,began to faU 
fick of fuc\1 a mon1l:rous difeafe, as I think the 
like was never heard of: for in their aneles it 
began to fwell; from thence in tW0 days it 
would be in their brea1l:s, 10 that they could not 
draw their breath; and then fell into their lower 
parts, and there did fwell moft grievou(]y, and 
moft dreadful to behold, fo that they could nei
ther ftand, lie, ·nor go; whereupon our men 
grew big with grief. Our Captain, with ex
treme anguifh of his foul, was in fnch woeful 
di1l:rtls, that he deflred only a fpeedy end; for 
divers,grew raging mad, and.fome died in mO,ft 
loathiome .. nd furiolls paiil. It were incredible 
to write our mifcry as it was. There was no 
man in perfect health, but the Captain and one 
boy; the Maller being a man of good Cpirit, 
with extreme labour, bore out his grief, fo that 
it grew not upon hil11. To be ilion, all our 
men died, except fixtccn, of which there were 
but five able to move. T)1e Captain was in 
good _ health, the Mailer indifferent, Captain 
Cotton and myCelf fwolen and fhort·winded~ 
yet better than the rd\: ,\ ho were fick. and ont 

boy 
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boy in health: upon us five only the labour of 
the {hip did ftand: The Captain and Mafter as 
oceanon ferved, would take in and heave out the 
top-fails; the Mafter only attended on the fprit. 
fail; and all of us at the eapfian without {heets 
and tacks. In fine, our mifery and weaknef9 
was fo great, that we could not take in or heave 
out a fail: fo Ollr top-fail and fprit-fail were torn 
all in pieces by the weather. The Mafter and' 
Captain taking their turns at the helm, were 

-mightilydiftreffed, and monfirou!1y grieved with 
the woeful lamentation of our fick men. Thus, 
as loft wanderers upon the fea, the I I th of June 
1593, it pleafed God that we arrived at Bear 
Haven in Ireland, and there ran the fhip on 
fhore; where the Irilhmen helped us to take in 
our fails, and to moor our fhip for floating; 
which Gender pains of theirs coll: our Captain 
ten pounds, before he could have the fhip in 
fafety. Thus, without victuals, fails, men, or 
any furniture, God only guided us into Ireland, 
where the Captain left the Maner and three or 
four of the company to keep the fhip; and, 
within five days after, he and certain others had 
paffage in an Englifh fifher-boat to Padftow, in 
Cornwall. In this manner our fmall remnant, 
by God's mercy only, were preferved and re
ftored to our country, to whom be all honour 
and glory world within end." _ 

We have already obferved, that the above re': 
!ation is the only complete account of this voyage 

which 
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which has hitherto appear:ed; by which we would 

. be underftood to mean, that it is the only com. 
plete account of the proceedings of anyone of 

the fhips engaged in this fecond expedition of 
Cavendifh, from her firIt fetting out till her re
turn home. There are other accouiltS of the 

diftrdfes attending this voyage, but they refe~ 
to parts only, and do not contain a regular feries 
of t::vents from beginning to end, as we lhall en
deavour to fhew, in purfuance of our plan of 
tracing the great out-lines of the lives of our 
ctkbrated circum-navigators, from their firft en
tering upon aCtion till the period of their retreat. 

\-VheR the impartial reader revolves in his 
mind the effeCts of diftre1fes like thofe already 
defcribed in the foregoing account, upon a com .. 
pany of ungovernable failors, not under that 
fubordination which regular difcipline always 
cftabliihes t:J officers properly commiffioned, he 
will then be prepared to determine, whether Ca
vendilh complains with reafon againft Davis, as 
being the death of him, and to ufe his own words~ 
" the decay of the whole aCtion:" or, whether 

the mifcarriage did notarife partly from unavoido! 
able accidents, and partly from the impetuofity 
of his own temper, and his own mifcondua. 

The misfortunes that attended the p>rogrefs of 
this moil: diil:refsful voyage, appear to tIS t(i 
have taken their rife from the accident of being 
lDecalmed for feven-and-twenty days under the 

Line; during which time they not only confumed 

a con~ 
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:1'!confiderable proportion of their provifions. 
but the men became Dck ; and the [curvy, which, 
feldom makes its approaches on this fide the E~ 
quator, had already infected near halfthe'crews.1 

This reduced them to the neceffity, not only 
of feeking land, where frefh provifions might be 
procured. but of wafting more time with a view 
~o the recovery of the lick, than was confill:ent 
with the navigation of thofe boiLl:erous fcas 
through which they were to pafs. 
41J\Ve have already feen that when they were 
maLl:ers of Santos, they were in the utmoft dif
trefs for want of provifions, and yet the oppor
tunity was fuffered to pars without obtaining any 
effectual relief; and that this diLl:refs is not ag
gravated by the writer of the above voyage, ap
pears from the teftimony of Knivet, in Purchas's 
Pilgrams, who fays, "that here they had fuch 
,. diforders among themfdves, that if the Por
" tugu~fe had been of any courage, they might 
" have deftroyed the whole fleet; for our meA. 
"~fays he, would fight for their viCtuals. as if 
" they had been no ChriLl:ians bur Jews" (which 
by the way fhews the ftrange notions which 
the multitude in thofe days entertained of the 
uncharitable difpofition of the Jews to o~e 
another; a characteriLl:ic not at all applicable 
to that people); " and they that got the beLl: 
" would get them into fome hole, or into the 
f' wildernefs under fome tree, and there they 
,. would remain as long as they had meat." 

From 
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From this early beginning 'of difrrefs,. v~ry 
.little hope could be reafonablyemeftained of t.h.e 
jlfue. The feafon was advancing faft, when the 
feverity of ::he weather would render their pro
ceeding into the South Seas by the frraits of Ma
gellan very dangerous; and, being already in 
want of proviiions, they could have no means 
of an effectual fupply till they could reach the 
fenile countries on the oppofite fide of thofe 
firaits; the General's ~rolonging his fray there
fere on the ea.flermoft coafts of Brazil till the 
22d of January, was not only an imprudent but 
a fatal delay; and, as it was forefeen, proved the 
flctual ruin of the voyage. 

At the time when they ihould have paffed 
the ftraits of M;lgdlan, they were in confulta
tion, if not woriC employed, at Santos; and 
after they fct fail they were attacked by a frorm, 
of which CavendiiQ himfelf fays, "aworJer might 
" not be endured. Such ~as the fury of the 
" weft-fouth-weft winds, as we were driven 
" from the fnore four hundred leagues, and 
.. conitrained to beat from 50 deg. to the fouth
e< ward into 40 degrees to the northward again, 
" before we could come near the ihore; in 
" which time we had a new !hife of fails clean 
" blown away, and our fuip in danger to fink 
" in the fea three times; which with extremity 
t. ot' men's labour we recovered.'~ Here the rea
fon that prevented Cavendifh's arrival at ,Port 
Ddire till the 18th of March, 12 days after the 
peftrc :lnd Roebuck, is fully' explained. And 

after 
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And afrer he had refined his fhip and refrefhed 
his men, and was ready to fail, he goes on in 
the fame letter, which is diretl:ed to Sir Trif
triam Gorges, " And now," fays he, " we were 
.U almoft fOl:lr months beating between the coaft 
•• I!1f Brazil and the ftraits, being in diftance not 
•• above 600 leagues, which is commonly run in 
" twenty or thirty days; but fuch was the ad
" verfenefs of our fortune, that in coming chi
" ther we {pent the {limmer, and found in the 
" ll:raits the beginning of a moll: extreme win
Ie ter, not durable for Chriftians." 

After this conceffion; compared with what 
the writer of Davis's voyage has related of the 
fllfferings of his people, let the reader deter
mine with whatjufticeCavendifh arraigns Davis, 
when he attributes to the villainy of that officer 
his own death, and the ruin of the voyage. 

But to pur[ue the narrative of the General's 
proceedings from the time of his parting with 
the Ddire and Black Pinnace in the night of the 
20th of May, as already related in the preceding 
voyage. It appears indeed, that he continued his 
courfe to the coaft of Brazil accompanied by the 
Roebuck, which, however, was parted from 
him in lat. 360 S. in one of the moll: grievolls 
ftorms, as he himfelf confelfes; that any Chrif
tians ever endured upon thefeas to live, in 
which the Roebock fprung her mails, and Was 
otherwife fo much damaged, as to arrive in the 
bay of St. Vincent in the greateft diftrefs, being 
little better than a mere wreck. 

YOL.. I. N n The 
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The General himfelf [uffered confiderably, 

and was forced to take fhelter likewife in the 
fame bay, though the little town of St. Vincent 
they had burnt on their leaving Santos the fum
mer before. Here twenty-five of his men, get
ting drunk on fhore, were fuddenly fet upon by 
the Portuguefe, in revenge for their former 
treatment, and every man of them t1aughtered. 
To revenge this treachery, as it is called, Caven
difh determined to attack Santos, and to level it 
with the ground; and now, beingjoined by the 
crew of the Roebuck, he landed above the town, 
but was moft fhamefully repulfed, after having 
plundered a few farm-houfes, and, as it fhould 
feem the cuftom was, fet them on fire. 

Here being difappointed of his revenge, he 
departed with a view to attack a fmall inhabited 
ifiand about twenty leagues to the weftward; 
from whence, when he had provided himfelf 
with fuch necdfaries as the ifiand could afford. 
he intended, according to his promife, and agree
able to the expeCtations of Davis, to have re
turned to the ftraits of Magellan, and to have 
proceeded to the SOllth Seas, in profecution of 
his firft defign. But there feemed a fatality at
tending every meafure he devifed. 

He was diverted from the profecution of this 
enterprize by the perfuafions of a Portuguefe 
pilot on board, who advifed the attack of Spi
rito Santo, as the only place th,t( could fupply 
his wants, and enable him to refit his fhips. In 
this undertaking he loft fourfcore of his men 

killed, 
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killed, wd forty wounded. And now, having 
no alternative, but either to return home, or to 
burn one of his {hips for want of hands, and 
proceed with the other to the ftraits; the crew 
of the Roebuck, fearing, as they well might, 
that theirs was the lhip dellined for the flames, 
watched their opportunity when their Captain 
was fick on board the General, to make their 
efcape in the night, taking with them both the 
furgeons, and, as Cavendifh fays, double the 
proportion of prov ifiol1s for the ir n umber of men, 
" having with them at their departure but fix 
" and forty men. and carrying away with them 
" the proportion for fix months viCl:ual of 120 

" men at large." Yet it is not eafy to reconcile 
the truth of this affertion with the diftreffes for 
want ofprovifions, which are all along complain
ed of from their firft arrival on the coaft of Bra
zil in the fum mer to the prefent time. In the 
ftraits of Magellan, it is afferted, that, to fave 
their viCl:uals, they were forced in a great mea
fure to live upon fea-weeds, muldes, periwin
des, and the fruits of the country; fOf, fays 
Knivet, the allowance from the lhip was but 
little.-But to proceed: 

Cavendilb, finding himfelf thus forfaken; 
every where difappointed, betrayed, as he com
plains, and diftrelfed to the laft extremity, hi~ 
fhip full of fick and wounded, and himfelf with 
a wounded fpirit, directed his courfe to the iOand 
of St. Seba1lian, 200 leagues to the we1l:ward of 
Sririto Santo, where he arrived when he had 

N n 2 but 
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but jun one cark of water teft. Here he rei 20 

of his fick men amore; ana, having refitted 
his {hip, and refrelned his people, he warited very 
much to h'ave failed back to the ftraits: •• But~ 
., fays his biographer. his mutinous crew obliged 
4' him to fail for England ;" and he diea before 
his return. 

In his letter to Sir Trifl:riam Gorges, which 
appears to have been written a little before his. 
death, he dircovers the utmof\: perturbatiorr of 
mind. "And now, fays he, what with grief 
.~ for the lors of my moll: dear coufin r John 
., Lock], and the continual trouble I endured 
.. among fuch hell-hounds [his Ihip's crew 1, 
" wifhing myfe1f upon any defare place in the 
" world, tl1ere to die, rather than thus bafely to 
" return home again; which courfe I had put 
" in execution, had I found an iiland which the 
" charts make to be in eight degrees to the 
4' fouthward of the Line. I fwear to you I 
., fought it with all diligence, meaning (if! hac\ 
c. found it) there to have ended my unfortu.., 
~, nate life. But God fuffered not fuch happi
" nefs tv light upon me ; for I could by no 
co means find it ; fo was forced to Come towards 
~' England." 

The bitternefs which he expre1fes againll: his 
crew might, and did, probably, arife from their 
determined n:folution not to expofe themfelve~ 
to thl! like hardlbips they had already undef
gone, aad in which the major part of their 
~ompaniol1s were fufft:red to perifh without pity, 

. ~nd 
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and to langll)(h w~thout relief: ~r, if,We may be
lieve r ane, the fick m,en on board the General were 
moft llricharitably put on {hare into the woods 
in thdhaits of Magellan; wnere, according to 
Cavendith's own account, "there was nothing but 
fuch flights of f'now, and extremities of frofts, as 
in his life he had never beheld or felt the like. 
The men, adds he, were well in the morning, 
and by ni'ght frozen to death." In this mife~ 
rable manner, in [even or eight days, 40 of his 
crew aCtuall'y peri!he&. and 70 more fickened. 

Of the thips that failed in this expedition, 
£onfifiing of five fail, we can trace only three 
that returned to England, namely, the Galleon, 
otherwife named the Leicefter, of which the 
General was Commander; the Dainty, com
manded by Captain Cotton, who went a volun
teer, and whofe !hip, having parted compallY 
on her firft arrival on the coalt of Brazil, inltead 
of purfuing her voyage to the South Seas, re
turned back to England with very little da,,: 
Jllage. 

The Roebuck, in which failed from Ply
mouth 170 brave [eamen, after ftealing away 
from the General in the night, as already re
lated, was never more heard of; the Black Pin
nace foundered in a violent ftorm in the South 
Sea, and in her about 70 men. Of the cn:ws 
of the Delire, only 26 out of 150 lived to 
fee their native country; and, of the General's 
fhip. though the number that perithed cannot 
be exaCtly afcertained, yet there could not more 
~hl!n 50 at moll: furvive their General. 

Now, 
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Now, jf the gallant acl:ions and glorious ex

ploits that entitle men to fame and immortality, 
involve in their atchievement fo many of their 
fellow-creatures in mifery, let the benevolent 
and humane unite with us in depreciating fuch 
murderous practices; and, inftead of holding 
forth a Drake, or a Cavendilh, as examples wor
thy of imitation, let us hold in deteftation all 
th~fe falfe worthies, whofe actions have their 
rife in ,~ a ravenous appetite for robbery, and in 
an infatiable defire of acquiring wealth without 
induftry, and greatnefs without virtue.'~ 

THE 



THE 

v o y A G E s 
o F 

CAPT. WILLIAM DAMPIER. 

A MONG the Navigators who firft fur'; 
rounded the globe, Captain William 

Dampier, confidered as a Mariner and Natura
lifl:, will ever be held in the foremofl: rank. 
From his Voyages the world received the 
earliefl: and beft information of remote coun
tries, and their genuine produttions; and it 
is on his plan that future navigators have 
thought fit to proceed in giving an account 
of new difcoveries. His hiltory will afford a 
notable inftance of the power of genius and ap
plication unaffifl:ed by learning, when the mind 
is wholly bent upon the purfuit and improve~ 
ment of one art. 

He was the fon of parents who lived in the 
parifh of Eaft Coker, in Somerfetfhire, repu
table, but not rich. While they lived they gave 
him an education very ill fuited to a fea-faring 
life; but they both dying when he was yet 
young, thofe to whore care he was entrufted re
moved him from the grammar-fchoul. and put 
him to an l'.nglifh fchool to learn writing and 
a(:compts. Here he did not rem~in long bd()re 

an 
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an opportunity offered of placing him with the 
mafter of a {hip at Weymouth, agreeable to the 
inclinations which he had very early difcovered 
of going to fea; a ldfon to parents and guar
dians to confult the genius of children, if they 
would willi them to rife to eminence in the pro
feffion to which they are bred. 

With this mafter he made a iliort voyage to 
France, and was highly gtatified: bur, his next 
NOya;;,~ being to Newfoundland, where he was 
employed a whole fummer in the fiiliery, the ri
gour of the climate and the nature of the fer
vice fo cooled his ardour for fea-adventur~s, that 
he determined to re1inquifh the employment, 
and return to his friend~. 

He was now eighteen years of age; and, after 
leading for fome time an idle life, finding hig 
friends begin to look cool upon him, he formed 
a refolution to leave the country. and to try his 
fonune in town. His courfe of life, and the 
natural bent of his !i1~j;i1:mon, 1::.d him to leek 
the company offea~faring companions, who, be
ing pleafed with his jovial humour, encouraged 
him to refume his old employment, to which; 
having an opportunity to enter on board an 
Indiaman, he was eafily perfuaded. 

In this {hip, the John and Martha, Captait1 
Earning, he failed to Bantam, in quality of a 
foremaftman; and in little more than a year 
returned to England, perfeCtly reconciled to the 
bulinefs of a mariner, which, by the fe-verity of 

tbe 
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the fervitte he was firft employed in, he had de~ 
termined never to follow. 

In this voyage, by favour of the mafter of the 
fuip, he learned the rudiments of the art of na
vigation, in which he afterwards became a gt~at 
proficient; but he had not yet learned to keep 

. .' . a journal. It Glould feem that he employed the 
following year, after his Indian voyage, in im
proving thofe hints which he received from t~e 
mafter, and in qualifying himfelf fo~ an ~afi~~ 
and more advantageous birth, than thai: of going 
before the mail for the f:.lture. With this view 
he retired again into the c,ountry, and fpent the 
fum mer with his brothe,'. But, tired of a ft,udi
ous life, he embraced the occalion of the Dutch 
war, to enter on board the Royal Prince, com
manded by Sir Edward Sprague, but in what 
ftation does not appear. He tells us, indeed. 
that he was in two engagements; but that, fail
ing fick, he was put on board the hofpital Ibip; 
and faw the third only at a difrance,in which 
his Co'mmander was unfortunately killed; fo: 
that he does not feern to have rifen higher at this 
period than the ordinary rank of an able feaman. 

Being foon after removed to Harwich among 
the reft of the fick and wounded, he there lan
guifhed till the conclufion of the Dutch war. 
when he received his difcharge; and then re
turned again to SomerfetIbire for the recovery 
of his health; which was no fooner refrored thall 
he prepared again to go to fea. 

VOL, I. 0 ~ But 
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But Colonel Hellier, a neighbou'ring Gen~le'; 

tnan, h'aving a large plantation -in !Jamaica. being 
acquainted with his refolution, made him an offer 
of going there as a fuperintendant, with a hand
fome appointment; which he very readily ac
cepted; and, about the beginning of the year 
1674, embarked for J al11aica. But he foon grew 
tired of land fervice; his roving difpofition ftUl 
inclining him to ieek the fea. The road, he fays, 
to take poffdIion of his new office, when he ar
rived at Jamaica, was formerly a great way 
round: but Mr. Hellier, the Colonel's brother, 
being defirous of !bortening the way, coafted 
along the river with fome companions, till they 
found it run between rocks that rofe perpendi
cular on both fides: th~y endeavoured to climb 
th"t which intercepted the way to the plantation: 
bur. while they with the utmoft danger and dif
ficulty were furmounting the rock, a dog they 
had with them found a more convenient fJaffage 
through a hole. This fuggefted to Mr. Hellier 
a new track: fo by blowing up fome fragments 
of the rock in one part, and levelling fome hol
lows in others, a paffage was obtained wide 
enough for a loaded horre. By this ac-<:idental 
difcovery the road was !bortened near one half. 

He was now in his 22d year. In fix months 
after his arrival at Jamaica he was tired of his 
fuperintendency, and quitted it; and foon after 
engaf:!:ed b a trade with the logwood-cutters in 
Call1peachy bay; which trade he followed near 
three years, and then commenced logwood- cutter 

himfelf. . 
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himfelf. Unfettled in his mind, and frill eager. 
in purfuit of new: adventures, in lefs than a year 
he quitted the logwood-cutters; and about the 
beginning of 16,78, returned to England. ~r. 

In 1679, we find him again returned to Ja
maica. with a cargo ot merchandize, which being 
fold at Port Royal, he furnilhed himfelf with. 
other goods, fuch as he knew he could carry to 
a good market at Cam peachy; and by this ad
vantageous traffic, he fo inriched himfelf, as to 

lDeable to purchafe an efrate in his own country, 
of one whom he knew had a good title to it. 
And now, fufficiently happy, he was preparing 
to return home; when one Mr. Hobby invited 
him to make a Ihort trading voyage to the Mol:' 
kito-Ihore, a part of the world he had not yet il:en. 
This invitation to embark in a new adventure he 
could not. reuil:; and, therefore, fent home the 
writings elf his late purchafe to his brother, with 
the fame friends whom he purpofed to have ac
companied to England himfelf, and then went 
on board with Mr. Hobby. 

The Mofkitos, he fays, are Indians that in
habit the main, between the Honduras and Ni
caragua. They are tall, well-made, raw boned, 
luLty, frrong, and nimble of foot, long vifaged, 
have lank black hair, look frern, are hard fa
voured, and of a dark copper-coloured com
plexion. They are but a fmall nation; the fame, 
perhaps, that Drake calls Symerons. They are 
very dexteroUi at throwing the lance, fifgig, har~ 
poon, or any manner of dart, being bred to it 

o 0 2 from 
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from their infancy; for the children, imit~ting 
their parents, never go abroad without a lance, 
which they throw indifferently at almoft every 
objeCt that falls in their way, tiiI by conftan~ 
praCtice they become mafters of the art. ' They 
next learn to parry a lance, arrow, or dart; and 
the training of them to this exer.:ife. is in this 
manner: Two boys place themfeIves at a fmall 
diftance, and throw light blunt lances at each 
other; one throws the lance, and the other par .. 
ries, alternately. He that parries holds a fmall 
ftick in his right hand, with which he turns 
afide the lance that is darted at him: and, by 
(onftantly practifing in this manner, they at laft 
become fa dexterous, that they will fuoo: arrows 
at eac:1 other, and parry them as faft as they are 
fuot. This they will do with a fmall ftick no 
bigger than the rammer of an orJin;1ry fowling
piece. 

Bdore they arrive at manhood, they become 
fa dexterou~, that they difregard the arrows of 
their enemies; and, tmlefs they are poured 
thick upon them, and come more than one at 
a time, they will fuffer not one in a thoufand 
to hit them. 

They are no lefs expert at {hiking of filh : 
"nd two or three of them will in thofe feas main
tain a fuip's company of 100 men. Turtle and 
manatee are their principal purfuit: the former 
will commonly weigh 600 weight; and two 
Mofkito·men will {hike two of them a-day, 
while the fealon lails, for many days together. 

The. 
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The manatee is known alfo by the name of the 
'fea-cow, and is ftruck with a harpoon. fo con. 
trived by the Mofkito-men' as to be thrown 
with a long ftic~; but they are very cautious of 
difcovering their art even to the Englith-the 
Spaniards they hate mortally. The turtle they 
ftrike with a different inftrument, of which our 
author has given a cm. 

About this time the :era of buccaneering com. 
mences. The buccaneers were a fet of low 
men, who, in humble imitation of their betters, 
firft began with fitting out fmall vdfels in fome 
of the Wands in the Weit Indies, and then 
cruifing in them till they were able to make 
themfelves mafl:ers of better ihips. This being 
a.ccompliihed, they went in formidable compa
nies as occaGon offered, and declared open war 
againil: all the Spanith fetrlemenrs. Thefe free
booters had generally two or three Mofkito·men 
on board each of their veifels, whom they 
found ferviceable in many other refpects betides 
fupplying them with fith. By their fituation 
they had opportunities of being well acquainted 
with the il:rength and riches of the Spanilh fet. 
dements, and by their inclination they were 
tiu:ir avowed enemies. They therefore ferved 
the buccaneers for guides. and at the fame time 
allifted in their moil: hazardous attacks. 

This being premifed, let us now return to 
pam pier, who, . as has juft been faid, had a
greed to make a voyage with Captain Hobby; 
Ron9 having fet fail from Port Royal, either by 

accident 



286 CAPTAIN DAMPIER's VOYAGES. 

accident or defign, they fell in with Coxen, 
Sawkings, Sharp, and other buccaneers, who 
were riding at anchor on the weft fide of the. 
ifIand of Jamaica, and were then meditating an 
enterprize over the ifthmus of Darien, in order 
to fall fuddenly upon the Spaniards in the South 
Seas, This expedition, it was given out, would 
enrich the undertakers; and as all who engaged 
in it, according to the law of buccaneers, were 
to be proportionable 1harers, all Captain Hob
by's men deferted him to join the buccaneers, 
Dampier only excepted, who, after three or four 
days confideration, was eafily perfuaded to make 
one among the refl:. 

Shortly after Chriflmas, 168o, they all fet fail, 
and fleering to Porto Bello, on the 5th of April, 
they landed near Golden Uland, to t'he num
ber of between three and four hundred men, 
:lnd began their march guided by chiefs of the 
Mufkito Indians, and headed by Captain Saw
kings, who, by general confent, was chofen their 
leader. 

After a fatiguing journey of nine days, in 
which many of them fuffered great hardfhips, 
they arrived at Santa Martha, a Spanifh fettle
ment on a river of that name that empties it
felf into the Southern ocean; which after fome 
oppofition they took. They were made to be
lieve, before they approached it, that it was a 
place of confiderable flrength, abounding in 
riches, and inhabited by merchants of confider
able property; but upon entering it, they were 

greatly 
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greatly difappointed, and therefore, as might be 
expeCted from fuch a lawlefs crew, they were as 
ready to fall upon thofe who had projected the 
enterprize, as upon thofe whom they accounted 
the enemy. 

They now, much difcontenred with one ano
ther, parced company. One party, continuing 
their march to the Southern ocean, and there em
barking, fame in canoes, fome in periagos, and 
fome in fmall barks which they found in the ri
ver, continued their courfe to the bay of Pana
ma, and in their way attempted the little town 
of Pliebla Novo, before which their commander 
in chief Captain Sawkings was killed, and his 
followers defeated. In what manner this undif
plined crew procured (hips, guns, and ammuni
tion, we are not told; yet {hips, guns, and am
munition to purfue their ravages they did pro
cure, as appears by the fequel. 

Captain Coxen, with his company, forefeeing 
many difficulties in this Southern project, after 
the taking of Santa Martha, returned to the 
North Seas, where he continued his piracies 
with various fuccefs. 

Dampier, however, followed the views of 
thofe who perfevered in their firft refolution 
of profecuting their fortune in the South Seas; 
and he continued to accompany them during 
the year 1680; but, after the death of S~w
kings. Captain Sharpe being chofen comman
der in chief in his room, Dampier with many 
of his companions, fufpeCting both the cour3~~ 

and 
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and honefty of their new leader, entered into a 
confederacy to difplace him, and to choofe C:tpt. 
Watling in his room, which they foon found 
means to accomplilh by general confent. U n
der Captain Sharpe, the only enterprize of con
fequence was the taking ofYlo, a fmall ifiand on 
the Peruvian coaft, from whence they failed to 
Juan Fanandez, where, as has been faid, Cap .. 
tain Sharpe was difplaced. 

It happened, however, that Captain Watling, 
foon after his advancement, having planned an 
attack upon Arica, fell a victim to his own pro. 
jed; for he was killed in the firft onfet, and his 
party defeated. The confederates, after this 
misfortune, remaining fome time without a 
leader, fell again into party divifions; one party 
declaring themfdves in favour of their former 
Commander, the other oppofing his re-election. 
To put an end to thefe diffentions, it was at laft 
agreed to part companies, and to caft lots which 
company fhould keep potrellon of the Ihip. It 
happened that the party in oppofition to Darn
pier proved the fortunate party; fo that Dam .. 
pier and his companions were reduced to the ne
ceffity of returning either to the N. Sea over the 
fame ifrhmus by which they came into the South; 
or fubmitting themfelves to the mercy of the 
Spaniards. Nor does it appear that any of them 
carried more riches back than they brought with 
them, notwithftanding the vaft promifes with 
which they had been flattered at their firft fet
ting out: for it has been generally obferved; 

thar 
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that the confederacies of the wicked are defeat
ed by their own deceit; and that they them
fdves are, for the moa: parr, the inftruments qf 
their own misfortunes. 

The company with which Dampier chafe tq 
alfociate, confifted of 44 men who bore arms, 
a Spanifh Indian who bore arms al[o, two Mof
J<ito Indians, already defcribed, with five l1aves 
taken in the South Seas, whom they kept to 
carry their luggage. The vefrels they had to 
carry this company were, the long-boat belong_ 
ing to the ihip, and two canoes, one of which 
had be.en fawn afunder, and joined again; and 
the;fe were furnifhed for their defence with two 
patararoes, the companies fmall arms, and a 
very fcanty proportion of provi(ions and ammu
nition: and, thus equipped, they had to fail 
more than 200 leagues before they reached the 
river of Santa Martha, from whence they were 
to fet out on their march by land for the North 
Sea. Such an ent':'rprize, one would imagine" 
could hardly.have been undertaken with any 
hope of fucceeding by reafonable men. 

On April the 17th, 168 t, t;;ey parted with 
Captain Sharpe, 12 leagues to the north-weft: of 
the il1and of Plate; and, on May the 1 ft, they 
landed, after many ftrange adventures, in the 
bay of Panama, in order to purful: their journey" 
Here they found the river Santa Martha, of 
which they meant to avail themfelves, blocked 
up by a 111ip of confiderable force, that had been 
ibtioned there for more than fix months to in-
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tercept their paffage. This obliged them. to 
reek a new tract, through which, however, 'the 
greateft part of the company, with incredible dif
ficulty, paffed fafe to 'the opp:>fite {bore, amo'ni 
whom was Dampier, whofe hllrdinefs enabled him 
to undergo the fevereft trials, and whofe well
judged precautions exempted him from many 
unneceffary fufferings, to which others by their 
imprudence frequently expofed themfelves. 

On the I ft of May, about three in the after
noon, they began their march; and, on the 23d, 
'~hey completed their journey; in 'wh:ch time 
they travelled 110 miles, cromng fome lofty 
mountains, but chiefly keeping along the vallies 
among deep and dangerous rivers, fame Of 
which they forded, fome they paffed by {ellin£; 
~arge trees upon the baryks, and fame they were 
obliged to fwim over in their doaths and accou
trements. Thofe who could not fwim were 
~ragged through by means of ropes'. Th~ir 
firft landing-place upon the fouth coaft was very 

Aifadvantageous to thern, and forced them to 3: 
'circuit of 50 miles more than was neceffary. 
Could they have landed in the bay of Santa M~r
tha, or nav;gated the river Chepoa, by either of 

, which the Indians pafs from one lhore to 'the 
other, in three days, they might have fhorr~ned 
their journey more than one half. ' 

, "'Thole, however, who arrived on the north 
coaft fir~, among whom was D~mpier, embark
ed immed,iately on board a French buccaneer" 
(:aptain Trifl:ri~n, Commander, whoJin two days 

af~e~, 
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Jfter they ~rj-jved, joined eight fail of bu<;c,a
"'neers more, who were planning ~nother expedi
tion over-land to Pan~ma: but, when they wer.e 
'~old of the ill fucc~fs of the firft, the fatigues 
they muft undergo, the rilks tbey muft nm, an4 
at length the uncertainty of the event, they una
nirnoufiy concurred in relinquifhing that deftgn, 
and held a confultation what other enterpriie 
Was fit for fuch a formidable body of them to 
undertake. At length, they concluded to attac,k 
a Spanilh town up Carpenter's river, and for that 
purpofe fet fail one after another, in order to 
preferve fecrefy, having previoufiy appointed a 
place of rendezvous. When the lhip in which. 
our navigator failed arrived at the place appoint-, 
ed, they found Captain Wright there before 
them, who had taken a Spanilh Tartan with 30 
men, well furnilhed with fmall arms, and four 
patararoes, who with I2 arinadillos had been fit
ted Out to feek the buccaneers, and to fink them. 
This, they that came over-land, who were hear. 
tily tired with living among the French, thought 
a good opportunity to fet up for themfelves; 
they therefore applied to Captain Wright, re
quefting him to fit up the Tartan for them; to 
which, after fame hditatioJi, he conferited, on 
condition that they lhould be under his com
mand as one and the fame fuip; to which they 
made no objeetiori. 

The reft of the fleet not arriving at the gen~
tal rendezvous, according to agreement, it was 
(don difcovered, that the Spanilh armadillos [or 

p p 2 fmall 
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fmall men of war] had fallC4l1 in with anddif
perfed them. Everyone, therefore, was at Ii· 
berty to purfue his own enterprize; and Cap. 
tain Wright with his new aQ"ociates chofe the 
coaft of Carthagena to try 'their fortune. Here 
they were joined by Captain Yankey; and, fall
ing in with a from !hip, they fought and took 
her. She proved to be a prize of 14 guns and 
40 men, laden with fugar and tobacco, and had 
eight or ten tons of marmalet on board. The 
Capt~iris ditTered about the right to the !hip. 
Yankey, however, took poffeffion by vote of the 
crews; and Captain Wright took Yankey's {hip~ 
which w'as better than his own. The cargo, 
after a g,'eat deal of difficulty, they clifpofed of 
at a Dutch fettlement for lees than one.fourth 
of its value. 

However, the goods being now converted into 
ready money, the produce was !hared, and the 
Captains parted. Captain Wright frood for the 
Caracca coaft, with his men drunk, and quarrel
ling every day; and Captain Yankey purfued a 
quite different ~ourfe. On the co aft of the Ca
raCC;lS, Captain \Vright took three barks~one la
den with hides, one with European commoQities~ 
f(nd ,a third with earthen·wares and brandy. 
With thefe barks he went to the iQand Rocu; 
and, having divided the cargoes into three equal 
pares, he gave to every 20 men (for they were 
60 in all) one part and a bark, and [0 difmiff
ed them. That in whicq our navigator had an 
intereft was brought to Virginia on July 16, 

1682, 
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1682, where we ih~l le~ve both, him and tlu: 
lhip, to give fome aCC9Q.l1t of Captain Yan,key. 

,On board of Yankey {~led one Mr. Cook, as 
.(}uarter-maller, th~ k:cond in command, accord
iDj!J to buccaneer law; and, they having ;takena 
prize, from. the Spaniarqs, the command .of the 
prize W!lS claimed by Mr. Cook, on board ot 
which ilJl w.ho chofe to fail under .the.new Cap
tain had liberty fo to do: among others there 
were fev~r~l who came over-land with him from 
the. South Se~ (for he too had left Captaill 
Sha.rpe~ apd had followed .the example of Dam
pier).,; ..AU.thefe chofe to follow the fortune of 
their old· acquaintance: but the Frenchmen 
grudging.the Englilh the polfeffion of fa fine'a 
veJfd, together with tbeir fhare of the goods on 
board her, combined together; and, after plun
dering them of fhip, goods, arms, and money, 
turned. them all a-drift on the iOand of Vacca. 
In this defiitute conditipn, Captain Trifirian, 
of whom mention has already been made, lhewed 
fome compaffion, by taking on board about eig:ht 
or nine of them, among whom were Capt. Cdok 
and Ca,ptain Davis, formerly mafiers of bucca
neers, who, being carried into Petit Guavres, 
found means, when the .French crews were ca
roufing on lhore, to make themfelves mafters of 
their, benefaCl:or'sfhip, to flip her cable, and to 
fieer with all the fail they could fpread to Vacca 
to the relief of their ftar-ving cOuRtrymen, who, 
overjoyed to be releafed, iDftantly Cll,me on 
board j and, foon after the~ fet {ai" had the 

good 
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g(i)Od fortlJne to ma\rel'rizem afuip ladeMvith 
wine, whi<;h was newly come from France. They 
ifterwards .fell in with a fhip of good force, of 
which the.y likewife made prize; and in her~hty 
(:3me to the refolUEion of failing into the South 
Seas, and ranging the coafts of Chili and Peru. 
But, firft, it was necdfary for them to fail- to 
Virginia to difpofe of their fpare fuips and car';' 
goes, and to fit their capital prize for war. 
This they did ,by mounting· her with 28 -gun!, 
and furniiliing her with {lores, -provi6ons,· and 
oth~r neceffaries for the profecutionof fo 40ng a 
voyage. When thefe ihips arrived at Virginia, 
Dampier, and all thofe who came over-land with 
him, happened to be there; and, being made 
acquainted with Captain COQk's intention, they 
very readily agreed to join in his adventure. 

And now, having followed Dampier through 
all the bufy fcenes of aCtion in which he was en
gaged, till his 30th year, we come at length te 
that period, at which the more notable adven .. 
tures of his life commence. 

On the 18th of Augult, 1683, he fet fail from 
Achamack river, in Virginia, in the prize under 
the command of Captain Cook; and, on the 
~3d, they met with a violent tempeft, which 
lafted without intermiffion till the 28th; during 
which time they fhipt fome of the heavieftfeas 
that ever ihip cndured. But as foon as the ftorm
abated, they had fine weather, and a britk gale~ 
till they arrived at the ifiands of Capc,. Verd .. 
where they ibid tQ careen their fhipt to refrcfi\ 

thelU~ 
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:themfelves, and to take in frefh water, This 
th~y did at the little iOand of Sal: btit~ being 
told that tbe iOand of Mayo abounded moft with 
qttle. they left Sal, and went to Mayo co pqr
chafe provifions. Here they . met with a colc:l 
reception;. the inhabitants abfolutely refuling to 
have any traffic with them, or to fuffer them to 
land.: the reafon was, that about a week before. 
an Englifh fhip pretending friendfhip had caft 
~nchor, and by a fhew of kindnefs had invited 
the Gover.t;lor with his train on board; but, as 
foon as they had them in their power, they callf
ed them to write for cattle and other provilions, 
by way of ranfom, to regain their liberty; and, 
what was frill more bafe, after they were furnifh
cd with what they required, they carried off their 
prifoners, who had not then been heard of. Dam
pier afterwards learnt, that the Englifhman who 
was guilty of this treachery was Captain Bond, 
who afterwards furrendering himfelf to the Spa
niards, entered into their fervice, and taught them 
to fit out fire fhips, of which they were before to
tally ignorant in the South Seas. 
1 from Mayo they failed to Sherboro, on the coaft 
of Africa, where they ftaid a few days, and 
purchafed rice, palm-wines, fugar, honey, and 
fpwls, and then made fail for the ftraits of Ma~ 
gellan. On t~e 6th of February, 1684, they 
came in fight of the frraits mouth;" but the wind 
being contrary, they continued theitcourfe to the 
{9mh, and doubled Cape Horn •. 'II'l)atitude 5fi, 
"~ell they thought themfelves clear of the cape. 

they 
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they encountered a ftorm on the I4tn of re~ 
bruaty, which lafted withom'lIbatement till the 
3d of March, during which time the rain pour
ed down immoderately for many days; by w hitTl, 
however, they were plentifully fupplied with 
frefit water. -'-

When the ftorm abated, the wind changec:rto 
the fouth, and proved very favourable; for at 
this time they found themfelves in lat. 60 deg. ~. 
But, the gale continuing brifk, by the I 7th of 
March they had run to the height' of Baldivia, 
in 48 deg. S'. On the 19th, in the ~orning~ 
they faw a 1hlp to the fouthward coming after 
them with all the faillhe could croud. Stlppof. 
ing her to be a Spanilh Ihip from Baldiv'ia and 
Lima, they lay by for her; bur, on her nearer 
approach, they faw Ihe was an EngHfh Ihip ; 
a-nd, upon hailing her, was told that her Cap. 
tain's name was Eaton, that fhe came from 
London, and was bound for a cntife in the 
South Seas. 

Rogues are always good friends till they cornt 
to fhare their booty; fo thefe free-boaters agreed! 
ro fail togeth~r ; and accordingly kept company 
f()the i{land of Juan Fernandez, where they both' 
prepared to refrefh and refit. . 

March 22, 1684. they anchored in tb'e fouth 
bay, in 25 fathoms water, not a cabie's length 
from the 1hore; and as foon as. Captain Cook's 
fhip Was moored, Dampier was e'3gel' to go afhoJ'e 
to look for a Mojkito-tflall, whom they had left in 
chis iOand, when they were 'driven from it in the 

. year 
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year 1681, by three Spanifh men of war, Dam
pier being at that time in the fhip commanded 
by Captain Watling, juft after Captain Sharpe 
was, di1placed. This man, when Captain Wat
ling drew off his crew, happened to be in the 
woods hunting for goats; and the fhip was un
der fail before he came back. Dampier was 
curious to know whether this Molkito-man was 
yet alive; and, if he was, how it had fared with 
him; and it feemed that the Indian was no lefs 
:anxious to enquire after his friends, when he faw 
that the fhips that were approaching were Eng
lifh !hips. The poor fellow had obferved thent 
the day before, when firft they came in fight, 
and, judging about what time they would come 
to an anchor, he had killed three goats, and ga
thered greens, ready to drefs as foon as the com
pany fhould be at liberty to come on fhore. He 
was already upon the beach before the {hips 
could be well fecured, and was firft feen by on~ 
of his countrymen who happened to be on board, 
and it was no fmall pleafure to mark the excef
five joy of thefe two Indians at their meeting. 
The, Mofkito-man belonging to the {hip was 
named Robin: he on the if1and Wilt. Robin 
was the firft who leapt on {hare; and, running 
to Will, threw himfelf flat on his face at his 
feet, who, helping him up, and embracing him, 
fell flat in like manner with his face at Robin's 
feet, and was by him taken up and embraced 
as before. The furprize. the tenderne[s, the 
folemnity of the interview, which :was exceed-

-. y OL. I. 9. q ingly 
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ingly affeCtionate on both fides, was admi~ed evem 
by tht: crews. of buccaneers, who wc:re fpecrators 
from the ibips of what palfed on iliore. When 
Dampier, who was. his old friend, came up, Will 
was no lei rranfported with joy to fee him than 
to meet his countryman, but he exprdfed it in 
quite another manner: other friends too he met 
with among the crew who knew him, and they 
were all overjoyed at meeting fo unexpetcedly ; 
for thele men are very much beloved on board 
the ;;Jips wherever they fail, for their readinefs 
to affift in whatever fervice they are put upon. 
When the ceremonies of congratulation were 
over, and they had time to make enquiries, he 
told them, that he was feveral times fought after 
by the Spaniards, who knew that he was left 
upon the ifland; becaufe when the fuip fet fail 
he Vias in fight of the iliore, and was feen by 
them before he could {ecrete himfelf: but as he 
was continually upon the watch, and had difco
vered a fate retreae, they never had been able 
to find him. He had with him, he faid, his 
gun and his knife, a [mall horn of powder, 
and a few iliot. Thefe being foon fpent, he 
COl1trived a way, by notching his knife, to faw 
the barrel ot his gun in fmall·pieces, with which 
he made harpoons, lance heads, hooks, and a 
long knife; heating the pieces firft in the fire, 
which he lighted after the Englifh manner, by 
fhiking his gun-flint againft the back of his 
knife. The iron when it was hot he hammered 
with {lones, and formed it into the various fuapes 
he had occafion to <\pply it. By continued la.o 

boW\ 



CAPTAIN DAMPIER's VOYAGES. 299 

bour and perfeverance, he had worked himfelf 
fuch a complete fet of infiruments, for killing 
and catching his provifions by land and water, as 
furprized the people when they Were brought OUt 

for their infpection. Bur, fays Dampier, it is no 
more than thefe Moikiro-men are accu(lomed to 

do in their own country, where they make their 
own filhing and firiking infiruments, without 
either forge or anvil: and other Indians are HiH 
more ingenious; for they make hatchets of a 
very hard fione, with which they cut down trees, 
make canoes, and frame their houfes. 

Poor Will had built himfelf a little houfe 
about a mile and a half from the {hore, which 
he had made warm and convenient, by lining it 
with goat.fkins. He had likewife raifed himfelf 
a couch about two feet above the ground, which 
he had ilHo made foft with the fllr of the 
animals he callght, and with the down of the 
young birds (for he could co1tch no other) which 
he occafio~ally met with andyll1ckt. Cloath's 
he had none; for he had worn them to rags 
among the bu{hes and brambles through which 
he was often obliged to purfue his pre)'. He 
had been on the illand about three years; and 
in all that time had never converfed with any 
human being. He had feen Spaniards; but he 
always took care, afttr the firft. that none ot 
them iliould ever fee him. ;) 

ii: At this illand thele free· bootc:rs {hid fixteen 
t days; and, on the 8th of April, the two £hips 

fet fail together, and purfued their courfe nonh-
Q q 2 wards 



goo CAPTAIN DAMPIER's VOYAGES. 

wards towards the Line, at the di4ance of ,It 
or 14 leagues from the thore, for fear of being 
feen. The land from 24 deg. to 10 deg. S. is 
of a moil: prodigious height, with ridges of fuch· 
lofty mountains fr:..m one end of Peru and Chili 
to the other, that their fummits feem to rife 
above the clouds; and from the fea they appear 
for ever blue. Dampier attributes to the excef. 
five height of thefe mountains, the want of 
great rivers in all this traer; and fays, there 
feldom falls any rain from 30 deg. to 4 deg. s. 
He adds, that the limits of the Pacific Ocean 
ought to be confined within that fpace extended 
well ward indefinitely; for, in all this tract of 
water, fays he, there are no dark rainy clouds, 
nor any winds, but trade winds, no tempells, no 
tornadoes, or hurricanes, though north of the 
Line, they are met with in this Ocean as well as 
the Atlantic. There is, however, often a thick 
horizon, fo as to hinder an obfervation of the fun 
with the quadrant; and, fometimes, hazy morn
ings, and thick mills, but not fuch as will wet 
one. The rivers in all this traer, he fays. run 
fmali; iometimes they run at one feafon of the 
year, and at others are quite dry. Thefe obfer~ 
vations, if juft, are truly wonderful. 

They (oatted along the Pacific Ocean from 
Juan Fernandez to lat. 9 deg. 40 min. S. 
without meeting with any thing worthy of note; 
but, on the 3d of May. they fell in with a fhip 
laden with timber, which they inftantly t!lok 
withollt rdifiance. From this ihip they learnt; 

that 
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that the Spaniards were appriz~d of th~ir bei~g 
upon their coafts, and that the Viceroy had fent 
exprdfes to ~ll the fea ports to put the inhabi .. 
tants upon their guard againft,any fudden attack. 

On this intelligence they immediately altered 
their courfe, and fteered for Lobos de la Mer. 
in lat. 6 deg. 24 min. S. Here they cleared 
their !hips bottoms; and ftrietly queftioned their 
prifoners concerning the fiate of the country. 
and which were the 'towns of greateft note. Se
veral towns were mentioned; but Truxillo ap
peared to be that which, if conquered, would 
yield the moil: profit: Truxillo was therefore 
the place agreed upon to make a defcent. In 
their paffage they defcried three fail :. Eaton 
purfued .two of thofe to feaward; and Cook 
prefently made prize of that which was neareft 
the land. They were {hips laden with flour 
for Panama; in one of which was found a letter 
from the Viceroy of Lima to the Prefident of 
Panama, acquainting him with enemies being 
upon the coaft, and with the fuppofed ftrength 
of their forces. They a1fo found an image of 
the Bleffed Virgin in wood, and a ftately mule~ 
being a prefent to the Prefident, with feven or 
eight tons of marmalate of quinces, which is 
eaten as a great delicacy in that country. From 
the prifoners taken in thefe prizes they learneds 
that the Spaniards were fortifying Truxillo, and 
that a garrifon was alreadyeftabl:lhed. The attack 
of that town was therefore judged impracticable; 
~nd it was refolved to retire to the Gallapagos 

with 
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with the prizes, and there to confalt what next 
was beft to be undertaken. The Gallapagosare 
a dufier of iOands lying on the Equator, very 
little known or frequented, till the buccaneers 
found their way into the South Seas; the neareft 
of them lies 1 10 leagues to the wefiward of the 
main, in long. 70 deg. W. from England. For 
thefe iOands they fet fail on the 29th of MaY"and 
reached them on the 31 ft. Here they found 
plenty of turtle, which they feafred upon frelli 
every day. They £hid about ten or twelve days; 
and laid lip about 500 packs of meal from their 
prizes to ferveasa futurefupply incaieofaeteffrty. 

Being told by an Indian prifoner that was born 
at Rio Lexa, that there were great riches in his 
city, and that he would {hew them the way to 
the place, they concluded to fet fail, and to truil: 
to the fidelity of their Indian guide; intending, 
however, to anchor by the way at the iOand of 
Cocos, in lat. 5 deg. 40 min. S. to lodge fome 
of their meal, as more convenient to have re
courCe to on ordinary occafions than the iOands of 
Gallap>agos. With this intent their ftoutefr meal. 
1hip was taken with them; but, not being able 
to make the iOand, they freered to the continent. 

It happened, however, in the courfe of this 
fuort run, that Captain Cook, who bad been 
taken ill at Juan Fernandez, as foon as became 
within a few leagues of Cape Blanco, in latitude 
9 deg. 56 min. S. fuddenly died, " though. in 
~~ the morning, fays Dampier, he was as likely 

~~ to 
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c, to live ~s he had been for a long time before ;", 
but, he adds, " it is ufual for fick men coming 
" from the rea, to die off as foon as they come 
" within fight of land." The death of Captain 
Cook occafioned a general confultation, when it 
was agreed to come to an anchor in Caldera-bay, 
within a league of Cape Blanco, and there to 
give him chriftian burial. While the men were 
employed in digging the grave, three Indians 
came up to fee what they were about, and en
tered into converfation with the diggers, 'at the 
fame time appearing very fuy; but, notwith
ftanding their caution, as foon as the corps 
was decently interred, they were all three feized 
at once by the company, and very ftriCtly exa
mined. They at firft pretended to know nothing 
of the Spaniards; but at length they acknow~ 
ledged that they were fent from Nicoya, a town 
about 12 leagues off, to learn what they could 
concerning any {hangers that fuould touch upon 
the coaft-, the people of that town having advice 
that enemies were in the adjoining feas, and that 
therefore it behoved them to be upon their 
guard. They learnt likewife from thefe Indians, 
that the inhabitants in that neighbourhood were 
chiefly hufbandmen, and bred cattle; that they 
traded in hides, corn, and other provifions, for 
which they received in return, {hoes, hats, linen~ 
and other cloth; and that, at no great dift-ance, 
there were iome very large cattle-pens, where 
they might furnifu themfelves with as many buf
faloes as would fill theiF lhips. This was wel-
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come news to failors, none of whom had tailed 
any frefu meat for many weeks; and a company 
of 24 of them fet out immediately with an Indian 
for their guide, to look for the cattle-pens. 

After a fhort march of between three and 
four miles, they came in fight of a favannah, 
where a great number of cattle were grazing; of 
which, fome were for infrantly killing as many 
as they could carry away, while others were for 
ftaying all night, and driving them into the pens 
to fupply the fhips at once, before the owners 
were apprized of their defign. This refolution 
prevailed; but Dampier, who was of the parcy, 
and who never chofe to run unneceffary hazards, 
returned to the fhips with about half the com
pany, together with the Indian guide, while the 
rell: chofe to fray where they were. In the morn
ing, when theie voluntary drovers were expect ... 
ed to return with their cattle, none came: it 
was therefore feared that fome difafter had be
fallen them; and boats were manned, and fent 
out to look for them. 

As the boats were rowing along, fome of the 
company happened to fpy a number of people 
upon a rock up to their middles in water; and, 
upon nearing them, they foon faw that they were 
the very people they were in fearch of; and, 
therefore, haftened to take them on board. 
Lucky it was, that the boatmen happened to fpy 
them jull: as they did, for in an hour more thel 
had been all fwallowed up by the tide. They 
had been fuffered to neep all night unmolefted ; 
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and in the morning when they were fcattered 
about among the cattle, and driving them into 
the pens, they were furprized by the fudden ap
pearance of amout 60 Spanith foldiers well arm
ed, who placed themfelves in a convenient fitu· 
ation to cut off their retreat. Alarmed at this 
unexpected difcovery,. they haftened to join in a 
body, refolving to fell their lives dear, jf they 
found it irnpoffible to make their efcape. Ac
cordingJy, they looked well round them in order 
to difcover an opening to fome other part of the 
filore, than that againft which ~heir fhips rode, 
marching at the fame time in as good order as 
their fit'uation would admit, and giving the Spa
niards now-and-then a volley of thot, to keep 
them at a proper diftance. The Spaniards, who 
are not over eager to come to a clofe engage
ment, kept themfelves theltered behind the 
bullies, whiftling fame random iliot at the fugi
tives, by way of return; which, however, did 
them no harm. In this cautious manner they 
advanced flowly towards the beach where Cap
ta-in Cook was buried; and, lQoking for their 
boat, faw her in flames by the water-fide, near 
the fpot where they had groundedh~r the night 
before. All hope of _retreat being now cut off; 
and the Spaniards, to make fure of their furren~ 
der, having pofted themfe1ves in [uch a manner 
as to prevent all communication with the lliips, 
they were at length reduced to the laft extre
mity; when, fortunately, fpying a rock jull: 
above water, about 100 yards from the thore, 

V OLe Ie R r they 
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they all determined to commit themfelves to ~pe 
mercy of the ocean, rather than fall into the, 
hands of the Spaniards. With tbis refolutio~ 
they rulhed together ineo the tide, holding faft 
by one another, and determining that if one pe
rilhed all lhould perifu. In this manner they 
made good their landing upon the rock, where 
they had continued feven hours, when they hapO 
pened to be difcovered by their comrades, who 
were fuffered by the Spaniards to releafe them 
without firing a gun • 

. After this difappointment it was thought ad
vifeable not to hazard a fecond attempt; they 
therefore weighed anchor, and continued th~ir 
courfe to Ria Lexa, having firIt chofen Mr. Ed
w,ard Davis, the next in command to Captain 
Cook, Commander in his room. On the 20th 
of July they fet fail, and in three days they 
were a·breaft of their intended port. 

Ria Lexa is known by a high. peaked vol
cano, which fmokes all the day, and in the night 
fometimes fends forth flames of fire. It lies a 
confiderable diftance from the main, and before 
you approach the town there is a [mall ifiand 
on which the Spaniards had placed a guard. 
This guard the buccaneers furprized ; but from 
them they learnt, that the town was ftrongly 
fortified; that the Governor was informed of 
their being upon the coaft; and that the garri
ion was well provided for defence. This news 
difcouraged the adventurers, who did not come 

, to fight but to plunder: they therefore inftantly 
withdre\i1 . . 



CAPTAIN-DAMPIER's VOYAGES. 30-7 
withdrew from Ria Lexa, and freering for the 
gulph of Amapalla, they ther~ caree~ed their 
1hips, and parted company. ThIs gl.}lph IS a large 
arm of the fea running ten leagues up inco .the 
country.11 On the fouth point lies Cape CawlO2, 
and on the N. W. St. Michael's Mount, in lat. 
n deg. 40 min. N. But before they same to 
the gulph. it was agreed that Captain Davis 
lhould go before with two canoes well-manned, 
in order, by furprifing fome of the natives, to 
gain intelligence. Accordingly, as foon as they 
approached the gulph, the canoes departed, 
and Captain Davis, the firft night, arrived at a 
{mall ifiand on which there was a town called 
Mangera, which, for want of a guide. he could 
not find. In the morning he found it; but the 
Indian inhabitants had all fled, and left the 
place deferted; only the padre, with two boys 
to attend him. were left to take their fate. As 
all that Captain Davis wanted was a prifoner for 
the fake of information, one more intelligent than 
the friar could not have fallen into his hands. 
From him they learnt, that there were feveral 
lndian villages in the gulph; but that there 
were only three towns that had churches; that, 
he ferved all the three; that there was only a
nother white man, be fides himfelf, in the whole 
gulph, who was a kind of fecretary to the Spa
nilh government, and who collected the rev~ .. 
nues and kept the accon~pts. . 

Captain Davis, upon receivin~ thili int6Hi-
6ence, taking with him the friar and his two 
. R r z boys, 
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boys, ventured to approach Amapalla, which 
Ihnds upon an eminence. As Davis with his 
men gained the afcent, the Secretary, attend
ed by the CaCique or Indian Chief, demand. 
ing, in 5panilh, who they were, and from 
whence they came, was 'anfwered by Davis, 
that they' were Bifcayers, and that they were 
fent thither by the King of Spain to clear the 
feas from enemies; that their lhips were foul, 
and were coming there to clean; and that he 
was come before to prepare a convenient ftation, 
and to demand afIiftance from his Majefty's In
dian fubjects. The Secretary bid him welcome t 
faid he loved an Old Spain man; and gave him 
and his followers a kind invitation to come and 
take their reCidence in the town. Captain Davis 
afcended the hill, placing the friar in the front~ 
They were received with every pollible mark 
of refpeCt both by the Secretary and the Indian 
inhabitants, and after the firft falutations were 
paft, they were conducted to the church, where 
all buCinefs of a public nature is tranCaCted. Ac
cordingly, the friar entered firft and was follow
ed by Captain Davis and moil of the by-ftand
ers; but one or two of the Indians loitering 
behind were pulhed in by Davis's men, whQ 
then, fufpecting fome mifchief, fprung back 
again, and all the reft of the Indians taking the 
alarm, followed their example, leaving Davis 
and the friar, looking at one another in high 
confternation, ignorant as pofts of the caufe that 
pad occafioned the defertion, while, at the fame 

time, 
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time, the brutes who had caufed the revolt were 
firing upon the poor Indians for flying, and in 
the ikirmiili the Secretary was kill'd upon the fpot, 
the only perfon in all the gulph that could fpeak. 
Spanifh, the friar and his two boys excepted. 

Davis's defign was; when they were all in the 
church, to have fhut them in, and made his 
own terms with them: but, poor wretches! 
there was no need to practice farther treachery 
with them; for, notwithftanding the brutality 
of th,efe pretended Bifcayers, the Indians fhew
cd them every kind of civility, helped them to 
repair their fhips, hewed down timber for them, 
and brought it to the docks; furniilied them 
with cattle and frefh provifions from the main; 
and affifted them in filling water, and carrying 
wood aboand. All this while the friar with his 
two rads were kept prifoners, and it was feared, 
when they were ready to fail, that they would 
have carried them off; for the Indians had a 
great veneration for their prieft. He had 
learned their language, and was very ufeful to 
them both by his kind offices and admonitions. 

They remained here from the latter end of 
July till the 3d of September, when they fet the 
friar and his youths on fhore; and, the two 
Captains, or more properly the two crews, 
having quarrelled, they parted, as has already 
been laid, and each of them purfued a different 
courfe. Davis freered along the main of Peru, 
till having ranged the whole coaft of South 
4merica, they came to the Wand of Plata, in 

lar. 
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lat. I deg. 10 min. S. fo called by the Spaniards~ 
after Drake had {bared the plunder of the, ell
cafuego upon it. Captain Eaton fteered a cOQ
trNY ,ourfe, till being in want of water, he chote' 
,heifland of PI.ate to fupplrhis neceffities. 
Here the two flups came unexpeaeql~to the 
fame harbour, when Captain Eaton propofed a 
r~conciliation, which Davis, or rather his crew, 
rej"eCted. Capt. Eaton's men rep.orte::d, that they 
had met in their courfe wi~h dreadfultQrnadoes, 
with thunder and lightnipg frightful to the:: l'/-ft 
~egree; that the ~ir fmdt of f~dphu~; a,nd that 
they every molri~nt expeCted to be involved in 
fmoke and flame. Captain Eaton's t~rms being 
rejeCted, he ftaid but one night, and the day fo\
lowing Davis left the ifiand, and attempted the 
linle town of Manta, about feven Ol" eightleagues 
from Plata. They found th~ place defected, 
and bl"Ought away an old woman, the only liv
ing creature they found in the place. Sh.e in~ 
formed them, that a gl"eat many ftrangers were 
come over-land from the Qonh (ea,s; that thelt 
'Were yet in canoes and periagoes; an,d that the 
Viceroy had commanded all the Spani{h trading 
Jhips on the coaft to be burnt, to prevent their 
falling into the enemies hands. On this news, 
Davis retired again to the ifiand of Plata, to 
'Wait the event, where foon after an Englifh fhip 
arrived, called the Cygnet, commanded by 
Captain Swan. This fuip had been fitted out 
by tome merchants of London, with a view t,Q 
trade; but all trade being effeCtually at a ftop, 

Swan 
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Swan was eafily perfuaded to put his goods up to 
3\1Cl:ion among the adventurers with whom he ac
cidentally fdl in ; to man his !hip with them j and 
to turn buccaneer himfelf. The new comers were 
headed by a Captain Harris, who contenced 
himfelf for the prefent to command a fmall 
bark under Captain Swan. There was great 
joy at this meeting; and Captain Davis and 
Captain Swan 'Yere, like other rogues, very fond 
of each other for their own villainous purpofes. 
They now wi!hed for Captain Eaton again, that 
having men enough they might all unite, and 
undertake fame place of confequence. With 
this view they fitted up a fmall bark, and dif
pat.:hed her in purfuit of him, appointing a 
place of rendezvous, if the bark !hould be for
tunate enough to meet with him. In the mean 
time they fet fail, dileaing their courfe to Payta~ 
a fmall town in lat. 5 deg. 15 min. S. built un
der a rock near the fea-fide. In their way they 
fell in with a large !hip of 400 tons, laden with 
timber, by whom they received intelligence, that 
the Viceroy had ordered 10 frigates to be fitted 
up with all expedition, in order to drive them 
out of thofe feas. "Captain Davis's unfettled 
" crew, fays Dampier, began now heartily to 
" repent their not accepting of Captain Eaton's 
~'terms." However, they purfued their courfe, 
and on the 3d of November landed in the road 
of Parta, and next morning attempted the town, 
which they found deferred, and not fa much as 
one day's provifions left in the whole place. 

Here 
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Here they got intelligence, that Captain Eaton had burnt a fhip in that road the week before, and was failed to the weftward; by which they judged that he had taken his departure for the Eaft fndies, by which courfe it was always his intention to return home. They, therefore, began to prepare for their defence, in cafe of being attacked by the Spani{h friga~s. They burnt Captain Harris's bark, becaufe Jhe was a heavy failor .. and fitted up another fmall bark for a fire-lhip; and, having examined their powder and ammunition, and overhauled their rigging, and put every thing in the beft order they could:t they made fail for the iiles of Lobos. At Lobos they found a letter left by the bark that was fent in queft of Captain Eaton, acquainting them that he had been there, but had failed fome days before the arrival of the bark; and that the bark was gone to Plata, the place of rendezvous. Here it was concerted to attempt the town of Guaiaquil, before they returned to Plata. Act:'ordingly, on the 29th in the morning, they fet fail from Lobos, fteering direCl:ly for the bay of Guaiaquil. This bay runs in between Cape Blanco on the {outh fide, and Point Shanday on the north, 25 leagues from Cape Blanco .. In the bottom of this bay lies the ifland of Santa Clara, in the form of a corpfe laid out in a. fhroud, of w:" ~ h the eaft end reprefencs the head, and the weft end the feet. Ships that are bound to the port of Guaiaquil keep to the fouthward of this HIe, to avoid the lhoals on 

the 
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the north fide, where, it is reported, a very rich 
wreck lies funk, and that a perfon, who (ame 
fr.om the King of Spain with :i patent to £lib for 
wrecks, had taken up fame of the plate, but 
he dying, the patent expired without much "ef
feCt. The Indians, however, have taken fame 
by ftealth, and would probably have got much 
more but for the fwarms of cat-filb that hover 
round this ifiand, the prick of whofe fins is fo 
poifonous. that whenever they draw blood the 
wound proves mortal. From Santa Clara to 
Puna Arona is about feven leagues, on which 
Wand the inhabitants, who are all feamen or 
filhermen, are obliged to keep conftant watch, 
and to give notice to the Governor of Guiaquil 
of the approach of alllhipping, whether friends 
or foes. The houfes in the town of Puna ftand 
upon pofts 10 or u feet high, with ladders on 
the outfides to afcend the rooms. Dampier 
fays, he never faw any fuch in any other part 
of the world, except among the Malayans in 
the Eaft Indies. They are thatched with pal
meto leaves, and their chambers well boarded. 
in which they exceed the Malayans. From 
Puna to Guiaquil is feven leagues, an4 at the 
diftance of one league from the entrance of the 
river, which rifes about two miles on the other 
fide Guiaquil, it is divided iota two ft~eams, one 
ftream leading to Leon, the other to Guiaquil. 
Glliaquil, according to Dampier~ is one of the 
principal fea.ports if! the South Seas. The com
modities exported from that city are cocoa, 

YOLo I; S f hides, 
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hides, tallow, farfaparilla and other drugs, and 
woollen-cloth, commonly called Quito-cloth; 
This cloth, which is made at the rich inland 
town of ~ito, is worn by all the common peo
ple throughout the kingdom of Peru. But, be
fides cloth, ~ito abounds with gold, wafh'd down 
from the. mountains that furround it, which the 
Indians make a trade of gathering in the adjacent 
brooks, where it is fometfmes found in folid 
lumps, but generally in fmall duft mix'd with fand. 

As foon as the fhips entered th<; bay they caft 
anchor off Cape Blanco; and the crews manned 
their boats and fmall barks to advance with the 
more fecrefy towards the town. In their way 
they made prize of a fmall velfel, laden with 
Quito-cloth, the mafier of which told them of 
the watch at Puna; and at the fame time ac
quainted them that three fhip!! were expected to 

_ fail from Guiaquil next tide with 1000 negro 
Daves. They had not rowed far before they fell 
in c,.,irh one of the fhips laden with negroes, and 
took her. They cut her main-mail: down, and 
kit her at anchor. The next day they made 
prize of the other two; but in taking them they 
alarmed the town: and, there being no difcipline 
obferved, no Commander in Chief to lead them 
on in a body, one party counteracted the other 
perty; fa that none of their attacks took place. 
Captain Davis advanced with a party of his men 
till they were quite exhaufted in marching throW 
fw:mps and mangroves. Captain Swan and 
moil: of his men were for retreating, feeing the 

town 



CAPTAIN DAMPIER's VOYAGES. 315 

town alarmed; but, being upbraided with cow
ardice, agreed to proceed. They had two In. 
dian guides; and one of them undertook to lead 
the way into the town, and was followed bya 
Davis's man, who was faftened to him by a rop¢, 
to prevent his making his efcape. But, a liede 
before they came within mufket-fhot, Davis's 
man, who had boafted of his coura::',e, and 
fOllght the poft of honour, to be next man to th;:: 
guide, cut the firing, and let the guide loof.: ; 
who, finding himielf at liberty, took to his heels, 
and made his efcape. The other, when he faw 
him out of reach, cried out, that fomebody had 
cut the firing, and that the guide was gone. 
This fpread a general panic; fo the defign was 
all at once defeated; for, after that, not a man 
would advance a nep farther, but 2.il retired to 
their boats and embal ked without either firing a 
gun. or having a gun fired at them. After look
ing at the town for half an hour, they departed: 
and, having drelt a cow, and filled their bellies, 
they fell down the bay widl the tide, rifled the 
negro-ihips, and took about forty of the ftomeit 
men along with them, and turned the reft adrift. 
Dampier remarl;<.s upon this mifcarriage, thac 
there never was a fairer opportunity tor men to 
enrich themfelves th<ln th __ v had, but all their 
golden dreams vanilhed at once; and they return
ed as they went, directing their courte to Plata, to 

,meet the bark fent in learch of Captain taton. 
When they arrived, they found her with her 

crew almoft famiihed; for having fought the 
S f 2 fail'S 
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!hips at Lobos, and from Lobos to Plata •. and 
from Plata to Lobos again, wichout finding 
them, and having fcarre 14 days provifions on 
board when they let out, they were conftrained 
to make a defcent upon the village of Santa 
Helena, where they fucceeded, and got a fmall 
quantity of maize, with which and the turtle thdy 
happened to ftrike, and fome boobies and pen~ 
guins they killed, they had made lhift to fubfilt, 
though with the utmoft difficulty. Sueh was 
the regard thefe pll1nderers bore for each other, 
when projeCts of robbery were in view. Here 
the cargo of the cloth· bark, the ollly booty they 
had made, was fhared by lots, and Captain Swan 
had the bark to lerve him as a tender. Here alfo, 
;lccording to cuftom, they quarrelled; Captain 
Davis's men placing the mifcarriage to the cow
ardice of Captain Swan's; and Captain Swan's 
to the over-forwardnefs of Captain Davis's. At 
.length the matter was compromifed by the me
piation of the two Commanders; and they agreed 
in the next place to attack Lavelia, a pretty large 
town in the bay of Panama, about feven leagues 
from the fea-fide, on the banks ofa river on the 
porth· fide of the bay. 

On this expedition they fet fail the 23d of De
cember, 1684. On the 28th, they arrived at a 
fmall village called Tomaeo, which they furpriz
ed and took, and in it a Spanifh Knight, Don Di
ego de Pinas, who came in a Ship from Lima to 
load timber, in which fhip there were only eight 
Spaniards, and twelve or thirteen jars of good 014 
~i9~~ The wine they feized, but let the fhip go. 

. On 
- .-
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On the Ill: of January, 1685, inpaffing from 

Tomaco to Gallo they {Ook a packet-boat from 
Panama to Lima with letters. The Spaniards 
threw the letters over-board; but there being a 
firing and a fmall buoy to the box in which they 
were inclofed, the box was feen and taken up_ 
The coments of the public difpatches were, that 
the armada from Old Spain were arrived at Porto 
Bello, and tha( the Prefident of Panama had 
received orders to haften 'the Plate fleet from 
Lima. 

This was joyful news for the buccaneers, who 
now thought of nothing but {haring the trea. 
fures of Peru. They laid afide their pitiful 
projeCt upon Lavelia, and concluded to careen 
their {hips at the King's lOes, near the entrance 
of the gulph of Panama, to which gUlph no 
fhipscould fail without being feen from thefe 
iiles. There were now two fbips'al'ld three barks 
in company. a fire-lhip, and two fmall tenders. 
They all changed their courfe, and fteered for 
the iiles. in their way to which they took a fbip 
of 90 tons, laden with flour. On the 23d of 
January they arrived at the place appointed; 
and on the 25th, they caft anchor in the harbour 
of Galleria, fetting all hands to work to clean 
the barks, in order to cruife in the channel till the 
next fpring-tide, when the large {hips might 
be laid up to be cleaned alfo. 

On the 27th, the barks, being finilhed, were 
fent to cruife in the entrance of the gulph; and 
pn the 4th day after, they brought in a prize 

laden 
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laden with corn, faIt· beef; and fowls. The beef 
and fowls came in good time. The 14th of 
February, they made an end of careening their 
large {hips, took in wood and water, and~ on 
the 15th, failed into the channel, to cruife for 
the plate-fleet. When they came a-breaft of Old 
Panama, they fent their Knight upon his parole 
.with a letter to the Prefident, to treat for the ex:' 
change of prifoners; but by fame accident, fays 
Dampier, he was killed. The next day they fent 
another letter to the Prefident by a MejJijo (a 
mixed breed, half Indian half Spaniard). This 
letter produced the defired effeCt. The Englifh 
prifoners were releafed, and about 40 Spaniard! 
:were returned in their room. 

Leaving Panama, they caft anchor before T o~ 
bago; and, while they lay in that road, a fl:ra~ 
tagem was played upon them that was near 
proving fatal to men and {hips. A pretended 
merchant from Panama came by ftealth to trade 
with them for fuch merchandize as they might 
have on, board (a thing not uncommon on thofe 
coafts), and was well received. It was agreed, 
that in the night he ihould fend his bark out 
with fuchcommodities as they wanted, and take 
back fuch as they had to return. Accordingly, 
the bargain was made, and the bark came out 
as was expeCted, hailing the fhips with the watch
word that was to be her fecurity. Being cau
tious, however, left fome mifchief fhould be in
tended, they called to the people on board the 
bark to caft anchor i which they not reg.arding, 

were: 
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were inftantly fired at; upon which the crew 
took to their canoes, and fet fire to the pretend
ed fmuggling ihip, which had been prepared as 
a fire-/hip by that Capt. Bond who carried off 
the officers from Mayo, as has been already re
lated in the beginning of the voyage. This was 
aimed chiefly at Captain Davis's ihip; but at the 
fame time, Captain Swan's people obferved a 
fmall float on the water with fomething like a 
man. in it, making towards their 1hip; the man 
feeing he was difcovered, dived, and the float 
difappeared: this, they apprehended, when 
they faw the fire-1hip blow up, was fame com
buil:ible matter intended to be il:ruck to the 
rudder of Swan's 1hip, as was formerly attempt
ed upon that of Captain Sharpe's in the harbour 
of Coquimbo. Both /hips, however, were glad 
to cut their cables, and it was with difficulty 
that Davis's efcaped. The fire-ihip drove burn
ing towards Tobago, but after the firft explo
fion !he did not burn clear, only made a 
fmother, not being properly contrived. 

This Bond, who in!1:ructed the Spaniards 
in making her, after he left the Cape de 
Verd i!les, as has already been related, il:eered 
for the South Seas, and in his paffage meeting 
with Captain Eaton, Bond's pilot, Richard 
Morton by name, perfuaded him to join with 
Eaton and to make the voyage conjointly; but 
after they had failed in company two days, 
lVlorton took an opportunity to flip on board 
Eaton, and perfuaded him to drop Bond, which 

he 
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• he .dill-in the night, Morton frill continuing oli 
},oardwith EatDIr.> i Bond being thus defer.ted, 
and haviJag·no navigator with him who had ever 
been in the Sotlth,Seas, and hamg beenfcouted 
for mal-praCtices: in the North Sea!'; had no 
other refource but that of betraying 'his coun
trfmen's. deiigns to ingratiate himfelfwith 'the 
Spaniards. With this view he fleered direa.+y 
for PortO Bello, furrendered himfelf and crew 
to the Governor, informing him of the buc. 
caneer's defigns in the South Seas, and offering 
to remain himfelf as furety for the truth of 
what he faid. The Governor, not doubting the 
faa, entertained him, and fent him over to the 
Viceroy of Lima to be employed by him as he 
fhould think fit; and he proved a very ufeful 
inftrument in defeating the enterprize! of hlll 
old companions. 

But to proceed. In the morning when it was 
light, the fuipsreturned to their buoys to 6(h 
up their anchors; and while they were thus em
ployed, they were alarmed by a multitude of 
~anoes and periagoes that were in motion all 
round the ifland. They feemed to make dire&' 
Iy towards the fuips. and when they came with~ 
in call,. the people on board learnt that t~ 
were a new company of Englifu and French in~ 
vaders, juft arrived from the North Seas to try 
their fortune along with the old, and were 
headed by two captains, one Grenet, the other 
Lequie; that they confifted of 200 French and 
&he reft Englilh; and that 150 Englilb more 

wero 
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were frill on fhe ifthmus. under the command of 
Capt~in Townley. and were dail)' expeaed to 
~rrive in order to join the reft:. All the Eng
Jilhmen were immediately taken on board Cap. 
tain Davis and Captain Swan i and the French 
were accommodated with the flour prizes, of 
which mention has already been made, and Cap
tain Grenet, as the eldeft officer, was made 
,chOICe of co command his countrymen. In a 
few days, Capt,ain Townley arrived, having al
(cady made himfelf malta of two /hips, one 
laden with flour, the other with wine, brandy. 
~nd oil: the prifoners they took in thefe {hips 
declared, that the fleet from Lima was ready 
to fail. Soon after the arrival ot Capt. Townley, 
there came a canoe out of the river of Santa 
Martha, who faid there were goo men more 
on the Ifthmus of Darien in their way to thefe 
feas. On the lsth t they feHin with a bark 
,..ith five or fix Engli{hmen in her that bdong_ 
cd to Captain Knight, who had been fix months 
in tilt: SOllth Seas, and was now upon the coaft 
of Mexico, where he came in fight of this 
bark, but not being able to come up with her 
in his {hip, had !tnt the men that were found 
in her in a Canoe to make prize of her; who, 
h.ving fucceeded, had loft company in the 
night, and could not re<:over their Ihip again. 
This bark Captain Swan took under his care. 
on pretence that the men had run away and lefe 
their Commimder, and gave her to Captain 
J=iil-Clois, who preltnt;y manned-her. 

VOL. I. T t The 
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The time approached when the Lima fleet 

was expected, ancHome letters were intercept«!d 
that contained the' infrructions to the com-' 
manders which' courfe to {teer. In confequence 
whereof the captains of the buccaneers held a 
confultation in what manner to freer in order to 
intercept them; but, while they were yet un· 
determined, word was brought that the Spanifh 
fleet was advancing, and, as it {hould feern, 
to give them battle. This news was by no 
means agreeable. Such a motley crew of com
mon plunderers were but ill fuited to frand a 
regular engagement. However, there was now 
no alternative, either they rnufr fight or run a
way; in which cafe, being taken fingly, they 
probably would all be deftroyed; but by fight
ing fome might chance to efcape. The Spa
niards were 14 in number; of which the Ad. 
miral carried 40 guns and 540 men; the Vice
admiral 40 guns, 400 men; the Rear-admiral 
36 guns, 360 men; one {hip of 24 guns, 300 
men; one of 18 guns, 250 men; and one of 
eight guns, 200 men; two fire.fhips; fix {hips. 
with only fmall arms, fome periagoes and ten
ders, having eight hundred men among them 
all. 

The Englifh, who were to engage this formi. 
dable iquadron, con filled of ten fail; Captain 
Davis's fhip, of 36 guns, 156 men, mofrly Eng. 
lifu; Captain Swan, 16 guns. 140 men, aU 
Engli!h; thefe were the only {hips of force; 
the others being furnifhed with none but fmall 

arms. 
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arms; Captain Townley had I 10 men, all Eng
hili; Captain Grenet 308 men, all. F~en:lti'< 
Captain' Harris 100 men, moft Enghlh; Cap
tain Branley 36 men, fome Englil11, fome 
French; Davis's tender, eight men; Swan's 
tender, eight men; Townley's bark, eighty 
men ;' and a fmall bark of thirty tons made. 
into a fire.fhip, with a canoe's crew in her; in 
all 960 men. The Engli!h, notwithftandirw the 
fuperiority of the enemy, reColved to begin the 
attack, having the ad van tage of the weather g,,::', e, 
which gave them the choice either to fisnt Ul' 

run. Accordingly, about t!1I'I.:e in the after
noon, they bore down right before the wind On. 
the enemy, who kept clofe upon a wind to meet 
them; but night came on without any thing 
material being done on either fide, 

When it grew dark, the Spanilh Admir')l 
put forth a light as a fignal for the fled to Cil;ft
anchor, and prefently hoitled a light on his top, 
which after continuing there an hour was taken 
down, and in a little time hoilted again. The 
Englilh, being ftill to windward, were not aware. 
Qf this ~firatagem; for the:: paniard, knowing 
of what coniequence it was to gain the weather 
gage, lroilred the fecond light upon the topmaft 
of one of his barks, and edged away filently 
himleIf, followed by his capital !hips,. and, ,as 
foon as it was day-light, appeared to wind· 
ward of the Englilh. This was an unexpeCl:ed, 
ihoke, and left them no other cour!'\! to take 
hutto fly. .; i 

T t 2 Captain 
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Captain Tomer beingJ14rrlpreftCd,by the 

enemy. made ~)dc':,puil~ithl'Ol1gh:a narrow gUt 
thatpartcd the if)~ah(!bwas:follawed by feve
ra10f the f1ltQUc;htliipe, :.b~whicb tbet efcaped~ 
Captain Harris was chuedto the weftward, and 
returned no- more;' Ami-Captain Da.vis main
tained .rtlnning fig,fttall -day tou'nd,tbe ba)'.of 
Panama, with the loB only of a ungle man. At 
night the Spaniards gave Over the purfuit. and 
fuffered the .. Englifh to rendi)vous at tbe fame 
iOands from whence tbey failed the, day before 
to begin the attack. 

The 30th, the Spaniards,< without purfuing 
their viCtory, continued their courfe to Panatna. 
and the Englifb having loft Captain Harri& in 
the engagement, as has juft now been mention
ed, fet fail to the keys of ~ibo in (earch of him's 
that being the place appointeq to rendezvQus in 
cafe of being difperfed. Here they cailiiered 
their cowardly French Captain. who never came 
into the engagement at alll and, having found 
Captain Harris. they hel~ a confultation about 
their future operations. 

All their hopes being now fruitrate-d of effeCt .. 
illg any thing confiderable by fea, they turned 
their thoughts on making their fortunes by land 0 

and for that purpofe their prifoners were aU 
ftriCtly ex~mined, with regarq to the ftrengtb. 
and riches of the principal cities along the fea,~ 
coaft, and within 20 or 30 miles within lalld •. 

On the 5th of July tQey were joined b.J 
(:aplain Knight: of wh~m {!lention has already 

be~Q 
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~en made. : Htr hid .hmt '~g mo~, than 
'fix mORtht, caRd:,ttad SOt Ilodnrfg: CXczcJpt. a gorod. 
{hip. ,He expcded t(tDaveloand the Heet lit 
K~~ Hlandst enflcbed withe thC utlifares of the 
Sp2nifh fleet : bot wben.he came there4 he ~ 
i'nf1ormed.by 1hc'mailertJf a bark-tog, which he 
'~Qk~ that~they were worfttd, and'h"ad fled to 
tbe wtfl:wMtlf[~l're he had now come to jOin 
them • 
. ~ ;:Iri order more·~ffeauallt • purfuC' their inland 
t·l\t~prizes, they fet.about pl'tWitiing canoefi-fGr 
navigating the rivers that led,to the chief ei
ti~s-,':tgairta:- tlhich they had f0rft1ed dHigns, 
and Oh the <lbth 6fJUl,thtyflliled-frtJm QU'i:. 

bo, bentliAg 'fh~lt tourk fdr ·Ria. Le1C2, the 
rtea~fI: "i~Ol'ttb Leon, the d1'1 they deter", ,r"ii 
fit{\: to atUck. Their whole . forte ten[u1:ed Qf 

640 men in elgIn, (hips, cOr/1i\1ai\de'd by the 
CaptaiM Davis, Swan, TownleY1 'and Knighf. 
with a fire-fhip andthret tender-so ·W,JJ ' 

Being arrived within eight leagu~~:J~f the 
-more, they quitted i:heitthip~; arid embafkedt~ 
the number of 520 men in 31 canoes ; arid afrer 
~. dangerous paffage, ·in which theyttlet with 
two dreadful tornadoes, and in which tht' large 
canoes were very neat finking, they arrived at 
length at the (rrl!k that leads to Leon, and ad:' 
\rancing within five miles of the city without 
the lofs of a man, they landed to lthe number 
of 470, leaving the remainder under the conr
mand of ' Dampier to guard the canoes. 

The1-
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, They marched from the boats in three divr
fions. Captain Townley with 80 of the brifhlt 
men led the'van; Captain Swan with 100 men 
followed next, to fllpport him; Captain Davis 
headed the main body, confifting of 170 men, 
and Captain Knight with the remainder, compaf
ed the rear. Captain Townley, whahad advanced 
more than two miles a-head of the reft, met a 
party of Spanilh horfemen, and defeated them. 
Encouraged by this fuccefs, his men pufhed 
brifkly on, and entered the town, driving all be
fore them. When they had gained the high
fireet they were oppafed by the main body of 
the Spaniards, drawn up on the parade in or
der of battle; but, on two or three of their 
principal officers being killed, they were faon 
difperfed; and Captain Townley had made him
felf mafter of the, city before the foremoft divi
lion that was to fupport him had entered the 
fuburbs. About fix in the evening the rear-. 
guard came ftraggling in ; many of the men who 
compofed it, being tired and unable to keep 
pace with the rea, came dropping in all night; 
and one old man was killed next morning by the 
Spaniards, from whom he refufed to accept of 
quarter. He fired ,his piece among them, re
ferving his piftols to defend himfelf when he 
iliould come to clofe engagement; but they re
turned his fire, and {hot him dead at a diftan~e .. ' 
He was a flout grey-headed old man, agedaboui 
84, and had ferved under Oliver in the time of 
the Iri/h Rebellion» after which, he entered on 

board 
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board a {hip. and failed to Jamaica, where he' 
had followed buccaneering for many years. He 
could not be prevailed on to tarry with the ca
noes, ,but faid he would venture as far as the 
boldeft man among them. He was much re
gretted, being a cheerful old man, and never 
difpirited. 

The Spaniards likewife picked up ano.ther 
{haggler, one Mr. Smith, a merchant, who had 
accompanied Capt. Swan with an intent to trade, 
when that gentleman took in his cargo at London 
for the South Seas. This gentleman was car
ried before the Governor of Leon, who was en
camped at fome difl:ance from the town, and was 
examined by him concerning the number of the 
invaders. Being known to a Mulatto fervane 
that attended the Governor. he was the more 
eauly credited; when he told him, that they were 
1000 ftrong in the town, and that 500 were left 
to guard the canoes. This information had its 
effeCt; for the Governor, who was affembling 
th,e force of the country to fall upon the affail
ants, fent next day a flag of truce, with an offer 
to ranfom the city. They demandt:d 300,oco 
pieces of eight, and provifions for JOoo men 
for four months. The demand, it is probable, 
exceeded the Governor's abilities; fo that he 
was obliged to fuffer the city to be fet on fire. 
becaufe he cOllld not comply w.ith their exor
bitant demands. In the mean time, Mr. Smith 
being exchanged for a lady that had fallen into 
the hands of the invaders. and a Spaniili genti<:-

man 
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man rel~afecJ, upon promife 9f fending 1,therJI 
150 oxen to ~i.a Lexa, the next tpwn th~yi.n
tencled tp atraJ.llt, they Jefe Leql1 in flame/l~ and 
~Jtu~ned to their QI1Ot'S. It does not appear 
that the plunder of Leon anfwered the expeCtl1l
tions of the lj,[ailants. Be t/l~~ as it PlaY1 ~hey 
prowled down the river, fiealing cattle. or ~ny 
thing that fell in their way; il.Oc;I, on the l{)th 
of June, reach,ed Ria ~e:)C_, in the harbQur of 
which tne th!PS were already arriy,ed. The 
Spaniards, for their better defel).ce, had thrown 
up an intrenchment at the mouth of a narrow 
creck leading to the town, and h;1d pla~ep 110 

foldiers to defend it j they bad befides thrown i' 
boom acrofs the river, to prevent either thips 0,. 
boats from advancing up the channel: fo th~t 
thefe men might have maintained their pofis 
againfi an army of 500 regulars. But ~hen the 
EnglHh came in fight of the brelj,ft.work, they 
fired but two guns before the Spaniards rull 

away. They were about half an h9ur in cut
ting the boom; and, the channel being now 
clear, they entered the town without farther op
pofition. Here they found nothing but eMpty 
houfes. except fuch things as the inhabitants 
could not. or would not carry away; thefe were 
about 500 facks of flour. feme pitch. tar, and 
cordage, all which, though things of little valt,le 
to the Spaniards, were notwithftanding of great 
ufe to them. They therefore conveyed th~ 
aboard the thips; and having here received the 
150 beeves (the ranfom of the gentleman re-

leafed 
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ieafed on hiS' parole at Leon), 'fome wer~ em:' 
ployed in killing and fairing, 'while others made 
;excmfidn! to the neighbouring farms and fugar
works, from whence they rarely'returned empty 
handed. 

They f\:aid here from the' 17th to the 24th, 
" when fome of OUi" deftruCtive crew (to ult 
" Dampier's own words) fet fire to the houfes, 
" I know not by whofe order, but we marched 
" away, and left them burning." 

The 25th, the Captains Davis and Swan agreed 
to part company. They had hitherto been un
fuccefsful in concert; they therefore determined 
to uytheir fortunes feparately. Knight and 
Hartis accompimie~Davis~ and Townley with 
his tWo barks followed Captain Swan. , 

In a few days Davis. fet fail for the coans Qf 
Peru; but Capt. Swim, after f\:aying.to take-·'" 
w-ood .and water~ and to recover hisrtJen, purfued 
his courfe to the wefl:ward, in~Ading firf\: to ex
ainine the COUntry· of Mexico towards the nonh, 
ana then t6 freer for the .Eaft-Indiest and by:that 
courfe'to return ~ome. This was avery flatter~ 
ing y<>jage for ,Dampier, whowa!i no lefs earnett 
to aore ~is ni~nq.: with the ~nowledge of new 
coilntries, t11~n to enlarge his forl;Une by the 
riches they contained: he therefore quitted Da-. 
vis~ and entere~ on ~oard with Caprain Swan • 

. On the 3d of Septeml;>er they fettheir prifon
ers' and pilots all {hore; the latter being of no 
farther ufe, and the;: fonner only an incumbr<lnce. 
A malignant fever continued to rage on board. 

VOL. I. U u which 
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which carried off many of their men. As the., 
lame dilh:mper broke out in the Beet of Captain 
Davis, it was concluded that they had taken the 
infeCtion at Ria Lexa, where, a few months be
fore their arrival, the inhabitants had been vi
fited by a kind of plague, which had almoa de
populated the town. They had ftill, however, 
about 340 men in tolerable health in four fhips. 

In their courle to the north-weftward, they met 
with moa tempdl:uous weather, violent torna
does from the north-eaft almoft every day, with 
fuell Barnes of lightning and claps of thunder, 
as no man on board had ever heard. 

On the 14th they came in fight of the well
known volcano of Guatimala, which appears at 
fira with a double peak. Between -thefe peaks 
fire and fmoke with dreadful roarings fre
quently break forth, and fpread the alarm far 
and wide; yet the inhabitants of Guatimala con
tinue to r;:fide near the foot of the mountain,. 
and are not fo much intimidated upon thofe oc" 
carions as thofe who live at a greater diftance. 
This city is famous for many rich commodities, 
the produce of the neighbouring hills and fa
~annas among which it is fituated. It lies about 
eight leagues from the South Sea, and by report 
not above 40 CJr fifty Jea;ues from the north, to 
whidl it fends annually great quantities of in
dico, anatta, filvdl:er, and cochineal. The in
dico plant groWs wild about Guatimala, and has 
lately been introduced ;;:nd cultivated in Georgia 
and Carolina. The a[]~Hta is a red dye,and is 

made 
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made from the flowers of a ilirub which grow~ 
in many of the fouthern provinces of America. 
Silvefter is the feeds of a frurt not un Eke the 
prickly pear of England ; and cochineal is a col
letl:ion of infects bred in fruit of the fame fhape 
and fize. Both the trees grow wild about Gua
rimala; and both thefilvefier and cochineal 
yield the fame kind of dye, and are fometimes 
fubftituted one for the other, though the cochi
neal is generally accounted the moll: valuable. 

The volcano of Guatimala is feen at 75 miles 
diftance; and the ft:a, as they approached it, was 
full offloatingpumice ftones, wa!hed by the rains 
from the adjacent hills, and precipitated by the 
floods into the main ocean, where, by a conftant 
accumulation, they cover an immenfe fpace. 
Driftwood they likewife obferved in great abun
dance; and the trees were large and not much 
rotted. 

When theYhad reached the latitude of Toguan
tabeque, in 14 deg. 30 min. N. Capt. Town
ley, with 10;1 men in nine canGes, attempted to 
land; but found the country defended by huge 
fandy hills, againft which the waves beat high 
with incredible fury. The wind being fair, he 
coafted along the fhore for feveral days, and the 
fhips continued to fo1low him with an eafy fail: 
at length, grown defperate, he rufhed upon a 

Jandy beach, but the canoes overfet before they 
could reach the land. In this attempt one or 
two men periilied; fame had a leg or :m arm 
broke, and others were very much hurt. How
f!¥.er~the majority having made good their landing, 

\] u ~ dragged 



381 CAPTAI~ DAMPIER's VOYAGES. 
dragga:d afterwards their boa.ts on fhore ; .mut 
~hat gave them the greatell: concern was, tha~ 
all but thofe who had been provident fnou.gh tq 

feal up their cartouch boxes, had wetted their 
powder, and rendered their fire-~rms u[ely[s. 
This gave a damp to their ,enterpfi.z~; yet t~ey 
prepared to penetrate the country, and to g~t 
fight of the town of which tbey were in fearch : 
but either there was no fuchplace, or their fears 
prevented their difcovering it; for all thatwere 
alive returned on board the fhips without pro
curing a meal's provi(ions to refrelh the lick. 

After this fruitlcfs expedition, they ftill con
tinued coafl:ing to the weLl:wa~d, with the wind 
at eaft·north·eafl:. till they came to Tangola. ~ 
fmall ifiand where there was good anchorage; 
from thence they failed to Guatuico. a feaport 
in lat. 15 deg. 30 min. N. the beft in Mexico. 
On one fide of the entrance into this harbou~ 
there is a fmall ifiand, and on the other a hollow 
rock, through which the billows as they pars 
produce a horrible roaring, and, being c(lm
preffed againft the fides. are forced through a 
hole at the top, and rife like the waters of an ar
tificial fountain to an incredible height. In this 
harbour there is good anchorage. It is about 
three miles in depth and one in breadth, runs in 
north-weft. and on the wefl:-fide fmalllhips may 
ride land-locked fecure from wind or weather. 
At the bottom of this harbour, Dra.ke found a 
fine rivulet of water, near a village. of which 
Pilrdly allY traces rema.ined, except the ruins of 

~ fm~ij 
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~ fmall chapel endofed in a fine grove of trees 
that gave it a very venerable appearance. Here 
the fick on board the fhips were brought a!hore ; 
and here a project was formed to traverfe the 
country, and plunder the inland towns; qut. 
Mter travelling 14 miles, and feizing two or three 
lndian guides, they CQuid only find a litde vil
lage, where fome vanellos were drying, the cod$ 
of which are held in great efteem by the Spa
ni,Oj..~ds. They grow upon vines that creep likt: 
ivy ab.out trees of greater magnitude, and acu
rifh in the b:::y of Campeachy, as well as in the 
country of Guatalco; but the Indians keep the 
method of curing them a fecr~t to themfelvcs. 
The Indians of this village could fpeak but little 
Spanifh, appeared to be a poor harmlefs people, 
llad neither gold nor fih-er among them, nor 
~ot1ld they tell where thofe precious metals were; 
to be obtained. It was therefore to no purpor.:: 
to purfue their march through a country, rich', 
indeed, in natural produCtions, but deilitute 
of cultivation, and almoft without inhabi
tants; they therefore returned to their !hips; 
anq, while the fick were endeavouring to. reglin 
their ftrength, the healthy employed themfclvcs 
in providing necelTaries to continue the voyage. 

On the 8th, four canoes well manned fet ('Jr

wards to the port of Angels, with orders to wait 
there till the arrival of the fhips. In the mean 
time their inftructions were to take fome pri
foners. 

On 



334 CAPTAIN DAMPIER's VOYAGES. 

On the 12th, the malignity of the difremper 
with which they had been long alfiicted being 
abated, and the lick in a fair way of recovery, 
the ibips fet fail in order to follow the boats. 
The boats, however, had miftaken the harbour, 
and two of them, in artcmpting to land at a 
place near which they had obferved fome cattle 
feeding, were overfet in the beach, and with dif
ficulty got out again to fea, with the lofs of one 
man drowned, and fome others hurt. They loft 
likewife four of their guns, and fpoiled their am
munition; and, in a very dilhefi"ed condition, 
the next day met the ibips. The other two ca
noes parted from them in the night of the 9th, 
and had not rejoined them lince. The harbour 
of Port Angels lies in latitude 15 deg. N. and is 
open to all wind~, except thofe from the land. 
The Spaniards had compared it to that of Gua
t'J:co; but there being no fimilitude. the boats 
had paffed it without knowing it; and the two 
that were miffing had rowed as far as Acapulco 
before they difcovered their miftake. When 
the ibips arrived before the harbour, the miffing 
boats were ready to join them; <lnd there ap
fe;:;ri!~g to be plenty of cattle at no great dif
tance from the {hare, 100 men were landed to 
fllI'l'ly the {hips with beef. 

The country round this harbour exhibited a 
moft delightful profpeCl; the hills were covered 
with hrge and lofty trees, the plains with a moll: 
beautiful verdure, and the favannas interfperfed 
with rills and rivers, on the banks of which were 

mnumc! 
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innumerable little ihrubs, the beauty and variety 
of whofe flowers furpafs defcription. Here they 
made no doubt of being furniihed with whatever 
their wants required. In lefs than four miles 
march, the party that were landed met with a 
grazing feat belonging to Don Dieg<\de la Rofa, 
in which they found ftore of fait, and a con[l
derable quantity of maize, but no inhabitants, 
the family having fled on the firft appearance of 
a deiCent. They found alfo poultry in abun
dance, and hogs or cabritos without number. 
Here they feafted for two or three days, and 
every man brought away as much as he could 
carry; but the ruggednefs of the road, and the 
weaknefs of the company, debilitated by lick
nefs, prevented their improving fa favourable 
an opportunity to the beft advantage. They 
relinquiihed with reluCtance many good things 
which they had in polTeffion, more than fuffi
cient for prefent enjoyment, but too cumberfome 
to be conveyed to tlie ihips for future life. 

In the harbour of Port Angels there is good 
riding in 13, 20, and 30 fathom water. The 
flood rifes abollt five feet, fets to the north·eall: ; 
and the ebb at fouth·weft. 

The 27th in the morning they fet fail from 
Port Angels, and in the evening came to an :w
chor in 16 fathom water, under a fmall rOlf: Y 
ifland fix leagues to the weftward of their for
mer fiation, of which ifland the Spanifll books 
give no account. The next day they weighed 
and continued their courfe; and, being a-breaft: 

OL 
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of a fmalllagune whence the miffing boats had 
a few days before taken a quantity of fiili, they 
lay to, and fent in a boat with 12 men to bring 
off a more ample fupply. The Spaniards, on 
marking the trim of the iliips, fUlpeCl:ed their 
intent; and, concealing themfelves behind a 
rock at the narrow entrance of the lagune, dif
charged a volley of fmall arms at the boat juft 
as it paifed the place of their ambufcade, by 
which five of the crew were daVigerouily wound
ed •. Alarmed at this fudden attack, and finding 
it impoffible to retreat, becaufe of the narrow· 
nefs of the channel, they pulbed forwards into 
the lagune, where they could lie out of gun
iliot [;II the enemy dilperfed, or till they fhould 
be relieved by the vigilance and valour of their 
own people. In this fituation, however, they 
continued two days and three nights; till at 
length Captain Townley, fearing fome difafter 
had befallen them, manned his canoes, and; beat. 
ing the Spaniards from the rocks, opened the 
fufferers a free paifage to the [ea. Their joy 
was the greater, as the pains of. the wounded 
men began to grow intolerable; and, had they 
not then been relieved, they rnuft in another 
cay, r.ay, fome of them, perhaps, in a few 
hour" h:lVe died in the greateft agonies. This 
b;une lies in latitude 16 deg. 40 min. N. 

Un the 2 d of N ovem ber they paffed by a re
markable rock, called by the Spaniards the A1-. 
Kccrols; five or fix miles to the weftward of 
which are !i:vcn or eight white cliffs that ferve 

tCJ 
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to direCt mariners to avoid a dangerous' {holl 
ftretching about a league and a half fouth.by
well:. A little farther to the weft:ward the Spa
hiards have ereCted a breall:-work upon a fmall 
Hland at the mouth of a fair river; which at that: 
time was defended by 200 men. They manned 
their boats, and being determined to land, the 
Spaniards, after firing 20 or 30 iliot, deferred the 
Inand~ and left the channel open. They entered 
on the weft: fide., and found plenty of [alt laid up 
ill (;abbins for curing the fiib which they catch iri 
the lagtlnes, but in what h1anner Dampier could 
hot conceive. for he neither faw hook, line, net, 
boat, br canoe. At the dill:ance of three le:lgtleS 
from the entrance of the river they came to a 
houfe in which Was a Mulatto fervant, who ii1-
formed them, that at Acapulco there was a ftOllt 
lhip from Lima; and that a little higher up the 
tiver, there was maize and cattle in abundance~ 
to which place he offered to be their guide. 

On this intelligence a contention aro[e be; 
tween the commanders. Captain Townley, whQ 
'Was in want of a better fhip, propo[ed to fail im
mediately to Acapulco to make himfelf mafrer 
of that" frori1 Lima; but Captain Swan was firft 
for procuring provi(ions to enable them to fub
fill: while they were purfuing the grand object 
they had in view, that of intercepting the Ma
nilla /hip whIch every year comes conftantly 
from the Eaa Indies richly laden, and arrive~ 
nearly at a certain feafon off the fouthermoft 
point of California in her courfe to ACap\l!co. 
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As queftions of this kind are always decided by 
numbers among voluntary adventurers, CaptaiD 
Townley's propofal was not only feconded by 
his own crew, but alfo by the greateft part of 
Captain Swan's. They accordingly returned t() 
the {hips with all expedition, and fet fail on the 
5th, and on the 7th came in fight of the high 
land of Acapulco, a port eafy to be diftinguifh
cd from all others, by means of three hills, the 
middlemoll: of which rifes like a fugar loaf, and 
t:)e wefiermoft of the other two has on its fum
mit two hillocks which fhew in appearance like 
twO paps. When the fhips came to the diftance 
of about 12 leagues they brought to, and Car
tain Townley with 140 men embarked on board 
canoes with a view to feize the Lima fhip by 
furprize, before his own ihips ihould come iQ 
fight. 

They had hardly failed four leagues befor~ 
there arofe fo dreadful a tornado, that. thofe 011 

board the fhips thought themfelves in the utmoft 
peril of their lives, and everyone concluded that 
the boats muft perifh. Happily, however, they 
weathered the fiorm ; but were driven in great 
diftrefs into Port Marquis, a tolerable harbour 
about a league to the eaftward of Acapulco. 
Here they 1taid to dry their doaths, and refit 
their furniture, and in the night of the follow .. 
ing day they rowed foftly into Acapulco har
bour; Hand, becaufe they would not be heard," 
fays Dampier, ,. they hauled in their oars, and 
,I' paddled as foftly as if they had been feeking 

~ manatte .. 
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c, manatee. They paddled clofe to the caftle ; 
~, then ftruck over to the town, and found the 
" fhip riding between the breaftwork and. the 
." fort, about 100 yards from each. When 
c, they had well viewed her, and confidered the 
" danger of the deGgn, they thought it impof
" fible to accomplifh it; therefore they paddled 
" fofdy back again till they were out of com
C, mand of the forts, and then they attempted 
" to land, but were oppofed by a company of 
" Spanifh foldiers, who fired at them, and kept 
" them at a diltance from the fhore till day
" light; when, taking a view of the town and 
" caale, and not liking their appearance, they 
c. returned on board, tired, hungry, and heard
" ly mortified at their dif:.lppointment." 

Acapulco lies in 17 deg. N. on the weft-fide 
of the continent of America, famous for its 
trade to the Eafi: Indies, and to Lima; in which 
trade three fhips are annually employed; two 
of them are fo regulated, that each has the ad
vantage of the trade-winds that blow between 
the Tropics, both in going and returning to 
their refpeCtive ports. The third is employed 
in fupplying the other two with Spanifh goods 
from Lima, and in bringing to Lima the In
dian merchandize and money brought from 
Manilla. 

On the 1 I th, the {hips failed from Acapulco, 
and continued coafting along the fhore [0 the 
weftward. Near the fea-fide the land is low. 
but rifes gradually till within land it app~ars to 
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~ouch the clouds. Though the ground is clean 
and the anchorage good at a mile from land .. 
yet it is defended by breakers that render the 
fuore inacceffible, except at the utmoft hazard 
of men's lives. In their pa1Tage, obferving a 
cluller of little round hills a little to the weft~ 
ward of the promontory of Petaplan in 17 deg. 
20 min. N. they examined the coaft narrowly, 
and dilcovered a fmall river, at the entrance of 
which they landed J 70 men, who, after march" 
ing about 14 miles up the country, came to a 
wretched Indian village, in \vhich a Mulatto 
woman .. od four children were the only living 
creatures left. Thefe they brought to tho 
fuips; aod, by the il1tdiigenc: they received 
from the old \"oman, they proceeded to ~l-:e har
bour of Chequetan, fro{11 whence fne conduCl:ed 
them, through a patl1kfs wooJ, to a farm.houfe, 
where they found a caravan of fixty mules lad
en with flour, chocolate~ and cheefe; all which, 
together with fome oxen, they brought down 
to their canoes. The cargo of the caravan they 
inllantly conveyed on board the 1hips; but the 
oxen, with eighteen cows which they afterwards 
feized wi [hout oppofition, they firft killed and 
cured, anll, havmg divided the whole into 
lots, every 1hif"s crew took their own fhare Oil 
boa,d. 

On th~ 2 I ft they quitted this fortunate har
bour, leaving the M ulatta and her four children 
to their {.!tc. On the 25th, they paifed a lofty 
hill divid~d into pl:aks, in lat. 18 deg. 8 min. N~ 
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near which the Spanilh maps place a town called 
Cupan, which however they could not find; af
ter a {bort ll:ay in fearch of ie, they proceeded 
along the coalt, till on the 28th they came in 
fight of the volcano of Colima, in lat. 18 deg. 
36 min. N. at the foot of which is fituated the 
rich town of Colima, from whence it takes its 
name. Of the valley by which this burning 
mountain is furrounded, the Spaniards give a 
moll: luxuriant defcription; but our navigators 
found it abfolutely inacceffible from the fea ; 
for the furf ran fo high, and the breakers ap
peared fo formidable, that the boldctll: of them 
durft not attempt it: they therefote very re
luCtantly quitted the neighbourhood, and pro
,eeded in quell: of Sallagua, the bay of which 
they difcovered in lat. 18 deg. 52 min. N. Here 
they landed 200 of their beft men, who were op
pofed by a body of Spani{b foot, fupported by a 
party of horfe; but, on the firft charge, the foot 
gave way, and the horfe Coon followed. In the 
purfuit the Engliih were led into a broad road, 
and followed it, through a woodyand rocky coun
try, to the difl:ance at" four or five leagues, with
out feeing houfe or inhabitants. In their wav 
back they met with two ihaggling Mulatroe;. 
WllO told them the road led to the city of Oar
rah four days journey off, and the foldiers whom 
they had defeated were fent from thence to ei:' 
cort the palfengers from India that were expec
~ed to land in Sallagua bay, from on board tht; 

Manilla 



342 CAPTAIN DAMPIER's VOYAGES; 

Manilla 1hip that every year touched upon that 
coait. 

Encouraged by this intelligence, they haftened 
to embark; and, feuing fail on the 6th of De
cember, fteered direCtly for Cape Corientes, at 
the height of which they expeCted to meet their 
prize. In this paffage, Dampier, who had hi
therto by temperance preferved his health, was 
feized with a fever and ague, which at length 
terminated in a dropfical diforder that was very 
near carrying him off, and which carried off 
many of the men. The dropfy, Dampier fays, 
is a general diforder on this coaft, and the na
tives pretend that 'the ftone of the alligator dried 
and poY;liered, and drank in water, is an infal
lible remedy. The fame receipt he found men
tioned in a Mexican almanac; but could find no 
alligator to give it a trial. 

On the 11th of December they came in light 
of Cape Corientes. It is of a moderate height, 
flat and even at top, c10athed with woods, and 
projecting into the fea in fteep cliffs. It is laid 
down in the Spanifh maps in latitude 20 deg. 
28 min. N. and longitude 230 deg. 56 min. 'N. 
from Teneriff, or in 121 deg. + 1 min. \V. from 
the Lizard-point in England. 

They were now four /hips in company; Cap
tain Swan and his tender, and Captain Townley 
and his tender. Tilde were all properly ftation
ed to gain intelligence; but, provilions growing 
ilion, Captain Townley's bark was difpatched 
with 60 men to traverfe the coaft to the weft-

ward 
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ward of the Cape, in fearch of fome town or 
village where their wants might be fupplied. 
On the 17th the bark returned, being unable to 
weather the cape, or make any ufeful dilcovery. 
She had left, however, four canoes with 46 men, 
who determined to double the cape, or perilli 
ill the attempt. 

On the 18th, all the fuips quitted their ila
tions, and failed for the Wand of Chametley, 
about 16 or 18 leagues to the eailward of the 
'Cape, to take in wood and water. On thefe 
iflands live the fiiliermen, who, as the Spaniards 
fay, fiIh for the inhabitants of the city of Puri
fication. On the 20th, they anchored between the 
ifiands and the main in five fathom water, clear 
fand. Here they caught plenty of rock-fi1b, but 
faw no inhabitants. On the 21ft Captain Town
ley with about 60 men went to an Indian village 
;.tbout (even or eight leagues to the weftward, to 
endeavour to procure provifions; and next day 
Captain Swan returned to his ftation off the cape. 
On the 24th, the four canoes who had doubled 
the cape, returned to the cruifers, and reported. 
that they had rowed to the bay of the valley of 
Valderas, or Val d'Iris, and had landed in the 
garden of the world, where they found fruits of 
the moft delicious flavour growing wild in the 
plains, and where the cattle were feeding at hrile 
among the ftreams of water that flowed mean
dering in the favannas, and loft their waters 
among the tineLt groves ot trees they ever be
held; but when they marched In purfuit of trre 
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beeves that were every where fhaying in the 
vallies, they were fuddenly furrounded by a body' 
of Spaniards, who brifldy attacked them, fome 
on foot, and fame on horfeback. They made a 
gallant defence, and ftldden),. retreated into an 
adjoining wood, where they were followed by 
the Spani!h horfe. Thtfe were armed each with 
a cafe of piftols, and fome of them, be fides· their 
piftols, had !hort guns. The Engliib, being 
covered by the trees, made ufe of their fire- arms 
with advantage; and, after killing about 17 of 
the aIfailants, and wounding feveral others, the 
reft being unfupported by the foot, fled with 
precipitation. In this fkirmi!h four Englif.1 
were iliot dead, betides two delperately wound .. 
ed; :l,!ci, not daring again to attempt the valley, 
they killed a horie, and, having fatisfied their 
hunger, they returned to their canoes. 

On the 25th, being Chriftmas-day, theycruif
ed clole to the cape, and fent in three of their 
firikers to kill filh. In the afternoon they re
turned with three great jew-fith. which afforded 
thcm ::Ill a Chriftmas-dinner. Captain Townley 
on the 28th came to his ftation, and brought 
v.ith him 40 bu!hels (It m::ll '.r, which he had 
ftized at an Indian village four or five leagues 
up the country, and w], ieh his men were obhg.
c:d to carryall that way on their backs. 

They cruifed till the I It of January, 1686, off' 
Corientes, and then ileered towards the valley of 
V <lIJeras, inorder (0 furni!h themfelves with beef; 
4lnd before night they anchored in 60 fathom 

water 
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water a mile from the /hore. The next day they 
hnded, dividing themfelves into twO parties; 
one partypofted themfelves on the hills to 
watch the motions of the Spaniards, while the 
other party traverfed the vaUies to kill the cattle. 
The Spaniards frequehtly prefented themfelves 
in companies, but did noc dare to come near 
'enough to engage. They continued here till 
the 7th. in which time they had killed and falt
ed beef enough for two months allowance for 
their whole company, and, had not their fait 
failed them they might have l!ored themfelves 
with much more. 

They now gave over all farther expectation of 
the Manilla /hip, it being the general opinion that 
the had efcaped (as they were afterwards afTured 
the had) while the /hips were employed in feek
ing proviGons. "So this deGgn failed," fays 
Dampier, " through Captain Townley's eager
" nefs after the Lima £hip, which he attempted 
" in Acapulco harbour. For though," adds he, 
" we took a little flour hard by, yet the fame 
" guide who told us of the Lima /hip, would 
" have conduCted us where we might have had 
.' fiore of beef and maize; but infiead thereof 
" we loll: both our time and the opportunity of 
" providing ourfelves, and fo were forced to be 
" victuaHing when we {hould have been cruiz
" ing, to the total ruin of the enterprize." 

Being now provided with beef in abundance, 
and having taken in wood and water in propor
tionable quantities, the two commanders, Swan 
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and Townley, having. fc:parate views, though, 
united in this one grand object of intercepting 
the Manilla lhip, thought proper to part com
pany, Captain Swan intending to fteer weft ward, 
and Captain Townley to return eaftward. Hi
therto a Mo!kito chief with three of his men 
had faikd with Captain Swan, but being no~ 
about to depart never more to return to their 
country, he was delirous of recommending them 
to the care of Captain Townley, who being 
bound to the coaft of Peru, might there put 
them on lhore at tome convenient place, from 
whence they might travel over land to the North 
Sea. This Captain Townley undertook to per
form; and the lhips being now under fail, they 
faluted each other, and parted. 

Our navigator continued to fail with Captain 
Swan. E!;fore night. they pa(fcd Point Pon
tjque, whid1 forms the wefternmoft poillt of the. 
bay, di!l:allt from Cape Corientes about twenty 
l~agl1es. This point is in br. 20 deg. 50 min. N. 
a. hlgl.le to the weftwOlrd of which are two bar
ren ; ';,\od3, called the iOaods of Pontique. Be. 
yond thl:e il1ands the land trends to the north
ward. pre1cnting a very rugged unpleafant ap
pearance as far as the eye can extend the prof
pect. On the 14th, rhey came in fight of a 
~nall white rock in lat. 2 I deg. J 5 min. N. 
which at a diftance teemed like a fhip under 
fail. From this jOand the land runs ftill more 
northerly, and the fea tumbles in with fuch vio. 
lence upon the ilion', that for many leagues to-

gether 
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gerher there is no landing; there is, however, 
every where good anchoring as far as the iOands 
of Chametley. Thefe iflands are lix in number, 
and different from thofe of the fame name on 
the earl of Cape Corientes, being a litrle within 
the Tropic of Cancer. and not above three 
leagues f~om the main. On thefe iflands grows 
a fruit called the penguin, of which there are 
two forts, the yellow and the red. The ydlow 
grows on a thick ftem about a foot high, the 
leaves narrow and about half the length of the 
ftem edged with prickles. The fruit grows 
out from the top of the ftem in two or three 
large clufters, 16 or 20 in a clufter. It is round 
and in fize like a fmall pullet's egg; the oueer 
coat is thick and tough, and the pulp in the in
fide is full of little black feeds. The red pen
guin is in fhape like a little nine-pin; grows 
up on ftools from the ground in c1ufters of 60 
or 70 on a frool, ftanding upright like the 
leaves of houfeleek, and are {mailer than the 
yellow: they are furrounded by kaves a foot 
and a half long, edged with prickles like the 
former. They have a lh-up pungent tatre, are 
very wholefome; but thofe who eat of them 
immoderately find them heating. They grow 
wild, and in the bay of Campeachy Dampier 
fays they are fo plentiful, that one can hardly 
ra"nge the plains for their prickly leaves 
: }'rom thefe Wands Captain Swan embarked 
too men in canoes, and went himfelf in feareh 
of Coolican, a river in the province of Culla':' 
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can, with a town of confiderable trade (pro .. 
bably that marked Paftla in the Spani!h maps) 
upon its banks, the inhabitants whereof pafs i" 
boats to the iOand of California and fifh for 
pearls. They coafted along the 1hore as far a~ 
Jar. 24 deg. N. but found no river; and after 
three or four days abfence returned without; 
making any difcovery. 

A few leagues to the N. N. W. of Chametley is 
a narrow entrance into a lake, called by the Spa~ 
niards Rio de Sal, which runs about 12 league~ 
caftedy, parallel with the !hare, forming many 
low mangrove iOands, and having depth of wa
ter every where for boats to row along its banks. 
In this lake Captain Swan entered, accompanied 
by 150 of his men in ] 2 canoes. In his pro .. 
grefs he obfervt'ri a grazing farm, and landing 
{orne of his men, they found the houfe defert
ed, and the cattit: driven away. On proceeding 
further al,JOg the lake, two Indians were feen 
running at lome diftance, whom rhey took for 
fpies, and having difcharged a volley of fmall 
arms, one of them was wounded in the thigh. 
anJ not being able to continue his race, w«s 
fc:ized by a party landed for that purpofe who 
brought him on board. He informed them, 
that, about four leagues from the place where 
they then were, an Indian town was fituated in 
a favanna. abounding with cattle. The com~ 
pany were fcarce\y landed to go in fearch of 
this tow.n before they were attacked by a body 
of SpaOlfh horfe, who not being properly armeq, 

mad~ 
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plade but a faint oppofition, and fuddenly.rep 
~ired. While the Englilh were in purfuit, tho 
enemy played off a ihatagem that greatly an
noyed them. We have already mentioned, ia 
the voyages of Captain Sir Francis Drake, the 
nature of the grars that covers the favanllas 
OPi the ifl:hmus of Darien between the Nortll 
and the South Seas. Such was the grafs with 
which the purfuers were furrounded, when th~ 
Spaniards fet it on fire, and, being dryas ftub,. 
ble, it burnt with aftonilhing fury, and fpread 
with fuch rapidity, that it was with the utmoft 
difficulty the whole party efcaped being involved 
in the flames. This difafter n()t only made them 
tDore cautious, but occafioned a delfl,y, which 
gave the Spaniards time to collea their force 
and to make a more formidable oppofition. 
When the Englilh arrived the next day at the 
village of which they had intelligence, they 
found it occupied by an armedgarrifon, whom 
it was neceIfary to overcome before they could 
enter; but as the SpJniards were, for the moft 
part, defiitute of fire-arms, and the Indians 
wholly unexperienced in their ufe, the ad van
~age the Englifh derived from that circum
ftance fooQ <iecided the conteft in their favour. 
The el'lemy fled after the lofs. of forne af their 
leaders, and left the conquerors mafters of the 
place, having only one man killed with an ar· 
fOW, ~nd their furgeon forely wounded. 
, They wer~ tq14 by their prifoners, that, about 

five lea~ues frqq), tQe town of .whi,~h they ~ere 
now 
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now in poff'effion, two rich gold mfnes were 
wrought by Indian {laves belonging to the Spa
niards of Compoftella. the moft confiderable 
Spanilh city in that diftritt. It was not now a' 
time to fearch for gold, when they were in want 
of every kind of food, except the beef they 
had cured at Valderas. Their chief fearch was 
now for maize, and having plundered the vil
lage of all they could find, they conveyed it to 

their boats with great labour; and next day 
quitted the lake, and returned on board the 
fuips. This lake is laid down in latitude 23 
deg. 30 min. N. 

On the 2d of February, Captain Swan made 
another excurfion with 80 men in fearch of the 
river Rofario, at the entrance of which 'they 
landed, and marched to an Indian town of the 
fame name. Here they were told, that the gold 
mines were not above two leagues from the 
town; but, like the cock in the fable, they re
jeCted the pearl and chofe the barley-corn ~ 
about 90 bulhels of maize, and the other pro
vifions they found in the place, though infuffi
cient for the purpofe of their intended voyage, 
were yet of more value in their prefent neceffity 
than all the gold of Com~oftdla. 

On the 3d the 1hips came to an anchor off' 
the river's mouth of Rofario, in feven fathom 
water, oozy ground, in lat. 22 deg. 51 min. N .. 

On the 7th, the Captain with his company 
came on board. The quantity of provifions 
which he had procured was but trifting for 10 

many 
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many men; he, therefore rent the next day a 
party i.n fearch of .the river Oleta, but they re
wmed wit,hout having found it. The river 
St. Jago was next attempted, qnd on the I It~: 
they anchored in [even fathom water near the 
mouth of it, three leagues E. S. E. of the white 
rock of Maxentelbo, the high hill of ZelifcQ 
bearing'S. E. This is one of the principal ri
vers upon the coaft. and lies in latitude 22 deg.' 
l5 min. N. 

On the lith, 70 men were fent up the river 
to make difcoveries; they fpent two days in eX
amining the creeks and inlets, and at length 
came to a large field of maize which they had 
begun to gather, when they fpied an Indian 
who had been fent to watch the corn, whom 
they feized and carried on board, in hopes of 
gaining from him fame intelligence, by which 
they might obtain a more effectual and fpeedy 
fupply. He to~d them, there was a town called 
Santa Pecaque, about four leagues from the 
place where he was taken, in which there was 
great aore of provilions. and to which he un
dertook to be their guide. Captain Swan, over
joyed at the news, ordered 140 men to be in
dantly embarked on board the canoes, and to 
proceed with the Indian as he fhould direa:~ 
After rowing five leagues up the river, they 
came in fight of the town, when they landed in 
the night, and next morning fet out on their 
march by land. About 10, they had advanced 
within mLJiket-fhot; and, having difpatched a 

party 
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party to reconnoitre, they found the town d~ 
ferted. and entered it without- oppofition. _ 

The town of Santa Pecaque is feated near the 
fide of a wood in a fpacious plain, neatly b~ilt~ 
with a fquare in the middle. on each fu:le of 
which the houfes are furni1hed with balconies, 
from whence the inhabitants. in general. are fpec
tators of the frequent proceffions exhibited by 
the Spanifu priefis. in order to convert the In
dians, who are now almoft all become chrifiians 
in the Spanifu fettlements. The town, though 
fmall, has two churches; and they were told, 
that about 70 white families confiantly refided 
in ir, be fides thofe:: who occaCionally came there 
as carriers from the mines. and as merchants 
from Compofiella. Thefe carriers furnifu the 
adjacent miners with maize, lugar. faIt. and faIt
£Ib, of all which there was great plenty in Santa 
Pecaque. 

Captain Swan being acquainted by an exprefs 
with the fuccefs of this expedition, and with tht!: 
opportunity that now offered to fupply his wants, 
hafiened to the town to give the necdfary orders. 
When he arrived, he divided his men into twO 
parties; one party he employed in conveying the 
provifions to the boats; the other in plundering 
and packing up. Thefe he relieved alternately. 
and when both parties were wearied out with 
this laborious fervice. they caught horfes, and~ 
having laden them with maize, difpatched them 
under a {hong efcort down to the canoes. 

On 
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On the J 7th, when they arrivc:d, they found 
the men who guarded the canoes in high fpirits; 
though they had been attacked by the Spa
niards, and had one man d,efperately wounded. 
The party that efcorted the horles thought it 
advifeable, however, to reinforce the canoe· 
guard, left the Spaniards fhOllld renew the 
attack. Next day they returned to the town, 
'and the party left therein were preparing to con
voy more maize to the canoes; but, before they 
fet out, Captain Swan underl100d by an Indian 
whom tht'y had made prifoner, that 1000 men 
'were in arms in order to attack them, and that 
they were already advanced within three leagues 
of the place. Upon this intelligence, the Cap
tain advifed ail his men to load o!s much maize 
as they could altogether bear away, and inl1antly 
to depart in a body. With this advice they ab
folutely refufed to comply, being determined not 
to leave Santa Pec;aque, while a load of provi
fions remained within it. It was in vain to en
deavour to perfuade thofe whom he could not 
punifil for difobeying orders; and, therefure, 
on the 19th, he fllffered 50 of them to depart 
with as many loaded hodes; exhorting them, 
however, to march in a body, th:;t they might 
be the better able to defend themfelves againO: 
any fudden furprize. They were equally deaf 
to advice and inl1rucrion ; they purfued their old 
courfe, marching in a line, and everyone lead
ing a linglc horfe. The Spaniards had rcrr.a!'k
ed their manner of marching, and had placet! 
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themfelv~s in a.mbuCh the preceding night. The, 
had fcarce travelled half a league before they 
were fuddenly fer upon, and every man cut to 
pieces before they could aifembIe to prepare for, 
their defence. Captain Swan, who had hearp
the firing, hafientd with his party to the place 
of aCl:ion; but on his approach he was {huck 
with horror at the fight of fuch a number of 
his followt:rs wdtering in their blood, flript of 
their arms, and divellecl of their charge. The 
Spaniards, after the Ibughter, having poffdt 
themfclves of their mufquets, &c. feized alfo' 
the loaded horles, and inftantly fltd. Though 
the F::rty commanded by Captain Swan did not 
exceed the number of thofe already Oain, yet 
they were fuffered to pafs unmoldted to the 
canoes, on board of which they embarked, and, 
with the proviGons they had already tecured, 
returned to the {hips. Among the Oain on this 
occalion was Mr. Ringrofe, who wrote that part 
of the hiftory of t1;.:: buccaneers thac relates t()
Captain Sharpe. 

The Oaughter of thi!) UnfOrtllOate part1 
dampt the fpirits of the furvivors, and difcou
raged them from attempting any farther defcents 
upon this roaft. 15 was therefore determined: 
to fleer direCl:ly for Cape Sc. Lucas on the 
iGand of California, where they might lie fe
cure from the attacks of the Spaniards, till the 
men were refrefued, and the {hips put in a con
dition to undertake a new voyage. 

Th'! 
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The lake of Californ.ia (for fo it is called in 

the Spanifh charts) is either very little known 
to the Spaniards, or very carefully concealed. 
Though they have' mines open already more 
than they can work, in Mexico, Chili, and 
Peru, yet they are very unwilling to allow other 
European powers to iliare the treafures of thofe 
<:ountries, though thl'Y themltlves cannot ex
haull: them; nor is it at all likely that any con
fIderable advantages will evc:r be mack by others, 
till by fome lucky chance a nearer pa{flge in
to chofe fe,lS is difcovered. "\Vere I," fays 
Dampier, " to attempt a north· well: paffage, 
." 1 would go firll: to the South Seas, bend my 
~~ courCe from thmce along by California, and 
~, that way feek a paffage in to the Weltern 
" Seas. If I fllcceeded in my attempt, I fhould 
,., then be without that dread which others muft 
4' have had of paffing from a known to an un
•• known region; and which, it is not impro
" bable, obliged them to relinquilh the pur
« fuit jult as they were on the point of accom
" plUhing their defigns. In like manner," he 
adds, U were I to be employed in fearch of a 
" north-eall: palfage, I would winter about 
" Japan. Conca, or the north.eall: part of 
" China; and taking the lpring and fummer be
•• fore me, I would make my firit rri<ll on the COJ Il: 
" of Tartary, wherein if I fllcceeded, I (huuld 
" come into fome kn,!\vn parr, and have a 
« great deal of time before me to reac h A r
" change! or fome other European harbolll'." 

Z z 2 On 
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nwOn~ the 2 I a they fet fail, direCl:ing ,their 
cour[e for California; but, being oppoftd by can· 
tfary winds, were unable to reach their drained 
pore, and obliged to put in at the Maria i!1ands. 
in latitude 21 dt'g. 40 min. N. diftant about 40 

leagues from Cape St. Lucas, and 20 from 
Cape Corientes. Thefe i!1ands are three. in 
number, and they came to an anchor at the 
eaa end of the middlemoft in five fathom water, 
clear fand ; where, as foon as they moored their 
fhips, they inftantly began to unrig them, in 
order to careen. :,\1(1£ 

Here Captain Swan propofed to his company 
to recurn home by way of the Eaft Indies, 
which was highly apt,rJveJ by fame, and as 
violently oppol~d by others, who, bting igno
r-ant, imOlgined, as Dampier fays, that he would 
(.l~(y thtm v,lt of the world. At firft coming 
they lived upon nothing but feal; but in two 
or three days thtir ftriktrs furni!bed them plen
tifully with turtle; and they llkewile killed 
guanicoes, conies, and large pigeons; fo tbat 
they can fumed none of their fhip provifions, 
during thtir ftay. While the railors were working 
upon the lhip , the officers employed themfelves 
in furveying the ftores and me:.furing the maizei 
which they divided into three parts, and allotted 
two p:l rts to the !bip, and one part to the bark, 
the fill p carrying one hundred men, the bark 
only l'it"[ y. 

Here Dampier, who had been long ill of the 
dropfy, trit:d a very uncommon remc:py. He 

ftripped 
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f\-ripped himltM fiark naked, laid himft:lf down 
upon the hot [and, and caufed· the furgeon to 
cover him all but his head; in this manner he 
lay near half an hour; but being unable to 
end ure it any -longer, he was carried to his tent 
and put to bed. While he was in the fand he 
fweat immoderately, and to that operation ho 
afcribes the recovery of his health. 

They fiaid till the 26th, when their fbips 
-being clean, they failed to the valley of Valderas, 
in order to take in frdh water. Here they 
came to an anchor at the mouth of the river 
where they had anchored before; but, now that 
the dry fealon prevailed, they found the water 
brackilh, and unfit for ufe. They then weigh. 
ed, and, coming -to a fine frelb-water brook at 
the foot of ;llittle round hill about four leagues 
from Cape Corientes, they filled on the 29th 
32 tons of excellent water, a quantity fumcient 
to {erve their voyage. 

Being provided with every thing they had 
reafon toeJl:pect in this country, they now began 
feriouny to confider of the pollibility of per
forming their intended voyage. U pOll a nice 
calculation, they found they had only 60 days 
provifions on board, at a little more than half a 
pint of maize a day for each man; they had a 
great many rats on board, which they could not 
prevent from confuming a part of the maize; 
they had, according to the Spanifh account. 
more than 7000 miles to run from Cape Co
riences to Guam, the nearen land; lind, that 

iUand 
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i!land being fubjeCt: to the Spaniards, they had 
filO certainty of a fupply when they came there. 
All thefe difcouragements ftaggered the moil: 
forward of them; and nothing could prevail 
'with the majority but a promife from Captain 
Swan to cruife off Manilla, to intercept the re
siner fhip, as foon as they fhould arrive in the 
proper ftation. To this condition Captain Swan 
was forc.ed to fubmit, though much againfl: his 
inclination; for he had no mind to commence 
plunderer at firLl:; and now he was heartily tired 
of the trade. 

On the 3 I ft of March, J 686, they took their 
departure from Cape Corientes, the Cygnet, 
Captain Swan, with 100 men; and the bark, 
Captain Teat, with 50. At firLl: they free red 
with a fmalliand breeze at E. N. E. which car
ried them three or four leagues; then the fea
wind came on at W. t\. W. and changed their 
courfe S. W. By fix o'clock in the evening 
they were nine leagues S. W. from the cape. 
About 10 the next morning they had the fea
breeze at N. N. E. fa that at noon they 'were 30 
leagues from the cape. It then blew a frelli 
gale, which carried thcm into the true trade
wind. At fidl: they had it at N. N. E. and then 
northerly. At 250 leagues from the {hare it 
fettled at E. N. E. and there frood till they 
came within 40 leagues of Guam. 

After the fecond day of their departure, hav:", 
, ing fine clear weather, and a frdh trade-wiJld, 
they crouded all the fail they could lpread, and 

had 
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had frequently obfervatiollS of tb~ [un, mQOI)', 
and frars,; fo that they cpuld calculat~ their 
longitudinal difrance by way of amufeQ1ent a1-
mofr every day. At their firft fetting ou,t they 
fteered into the latitude of 13 deg. N. and it is 
remarkable~ that in a. run of more than 6700 
mile.s in .this latitude, they fa.w none of thofe 
{mall ifiands that are fo plentifully interfperfed 
in the fame latitude on the oppofite fide of the 
Line;. nor did Commodore. Anfon, who after
wards pur(ued the fame track from Ac.apuko, 
fee land till he arrived at the Wand of Tiniao. 
As they run at a great rate, and the wind had 
every appearance of continuing, after being at 
fea about 20 days, the men began to grow cla
morous to have their allowance enlarged; with: 
which the Captain was forced to comply, tho· 
he endeavoured to perfuade them to patience, 
and reprefented to them the danger of being be
£almed, of miffing their intended port, or of be~ 
lng refufed a fupply when they arrived. But 
none of thefe could prevail. The cry was for 
an augmentation, and an augmentation they had. 
Till the 20th of April their allowance was eight 
fpoonfuls of boiled maize a man; but after that 
it. was enlarged to ten. Dampier, who, as has 
been before noticed, had long been troubled 
with a dropfical diCorder, gathered firength by 
this Cpare regimen; but thofe who were in full
health it very much weakened. He fays, he 
cO:lfrantly drank three times a.day; but there 
were many on board who did not drink once ill 

nine 
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nine or ten days, and fome not in twelve; one ifl 
particular did not drink inI7 d:rys, and thelt 
faid he was not a-dry, though he made water 
every day. Amidft thefe hardfhips one poor 
fellow Was found guilty of theft, and fentenced 
to receive three ftripes with a two-inch rope on 
his bare back from every man in the lbip. Cap
tain Swan, Dampier fays, began firft, and {huck 
with a hearty good will, and his example was fol
lowed by all the reft; a punifhment that mull: 
make every feeling mind fhudder. 

Though by the Spanifh account the diltance 
from Cape Corientes to Guam is faid to be 
2400 leagues, or i 2CO Englifh miles, yet Cap
tain Swan had perfuJded his men, that, by the 
EnGlilb account the diftance \'.':1S only 190b 
leagues; and that, as Drake and Cavendilh had 
run it in Ids than 50 days t..1ch, they with bet
tef built !h;?, might run it even in lefs than 
either. of them: when, therefore, they had run 
the 1900 leagues, and the 50 dJys were nearly 
expired, they b.-'t:;;n to grow very mutinous; 
and thofe who had declared againft the voyage 
from the beginning, exclaimed bitterly againll: 
the Cap~;:!n, and againll: all thofe who had per
fuaced them to undcrt:1!-::e it. They had, during 
this long run of 6000 miles, feen neither En], 
fl1 '.''}, bird, nf infect, except once when, ::.t the 
,1,ftance of 4975 miles from C~,pe CorienleS, 
they fpied lOll]:: ruabies. wh:ch they apprehend
ed had come from iflands or cliffs at no great 
diftance, though they m:\'::r same in fight Of 

any, 
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lZhy. The Captain in the midft.of thefe tu .. ' 
mults gave them fair words; told them, that it 
was probable, the Spanith accounts might be 
the beft, and encouraged them by giving them 
hopes, that, as the breeze continued, a few days 
patience would put an end to their troubles. 
On the 18th of May they met with fome rain .. 
a.nd the clouds fettling in the weft foretold 
their near approach to land. On the 20th, 
the bark being near three leagues a-head, ran 
over a rocky 1hoal, on which there was only 
four fathom water. On the fuoal they obferved 
abundance of lith fwimming every where about; 
and Captain Teat imagining that land was near~ 
clapt upon a wind with the bark's head to the 
north, and lay by to fpeak with the fhip. When 
lhe !hip came up, Captain Teat went on board, 
and related what he had feen; on which, being 
then in lat. 12 deg. 55 min. N. and Guam being 
laid down in 13 deg. N. they clapt on a wind, 
and fteered to the northward, very doubtful, 
however, of being right, as no !hoals near Guam 
are noticed in the Spanith charts. They pur
lued this courie, however, till four in the after
noon; when, to their uofpeakable joy, they faw 
the ifiand of Guam at eight leagues dill:ance. 
" And happy it was, fays Dampier, that we got 
" light of it before our provifioos were gone, 
" of which we had but enough for three days 
" more; for, as I was afterwards informed, the 
" crew had combined firft to kill Captain Swan, 
" and eat him, when the victuals were gone; 
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" and, after him, all of us who were accdfary 

~; in promoting the. v?yage.". .. . . 
NOl:hing (3;1 exillbit a more ftnklOg lndlc~

tion of the ferocity of man's nature, than the 
refolution formed by this abandoned crew. Af
ter a long feries of enormicies, robberies, mur
ders, burning of houfes and towns, expofing 
their fellow- creatUres to want of food and fuel
ter, and fprtading terror and devaftacion where
ever tbty fet cheir feec, they at length, diftrelfed 
and half-familhed themfelves, begin to murmur 
againll: thtir leaders, and the greater number 
combine to murder the ltffer number, and to 
make f00d of their flelh. Need we, after read
jng chi5, have recourie to chofe we call barba
rous nations for inftances of the fa vage nature 
of man! The moft uncultivated of thofe eat 
only the fldh of enemies killed in war; but 
thele wretches, who call themfelves chriftians, 
exceeded in their intention every horrid ex
ample we read of; they confpired to kill and 
eat their own Chiefs! 

On the 21ft of May they came to an anchor 
about the middle of the illand of Guam on the 
weft fide. This is one of the Ladrone iOands. 
Dampier places itin 13deg. 21 min.N.andcom
puces the meridian difiance of Guam from Cape 
Corientes to be about 7302 miles; and fuppofes 
the South Sea to be of greater breadth by 25 de
grees than is commonly allowed by hydrogra
phers. It is about twelve leagues in length and 
four in breadch ; on it the Spaniards have a fmall 

fort 
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fort of fix guns, garrifoned by 20 or 30 foldiers; 
and commanded by a Governor, and one or twO 
fubordinate Officers. The climate is healthy, 
and the natives active, docile, and ingenious, 
and are the ben: boat-builders thrOtighout the 
Indian feas. Dampier believes their boats fail 
the beft of any in the world. He tried one of 
them by the log; and, by the rate {be ran in 
half a minuee, computes her courfe: at 24 miles 
within the hour. Thefe Indians are no lefs dex
terous in navigating than in building their boats. 
By report they will pars to other iflands at 30 

Jeagues diftance, do bufine[s, and return again 
in 12 hours. 

They had no fooner caft anchor than a Spa
lliili friar came on board, with three Indians: 
Captain Swan received the prieft with great ci
vility; told him they came with no noftile in
tention, but as friends to purchafe with their 
money provifions to continue their voyage. The 
prieft replied, that proviG.ons were now frarce 
upon the Wand, but would engage the Gover
nor to do his utmoft to fupply their wants. 
They thought proper, however, to detain the 
padre till his promife was fulfilled. 

Next day a mdfenger was fent with letters 
and a prefent to the Governor, and in the mean 
time two boats were manned, one to fifu. and 
another to purchafe cocoa-nuts; the former re
turned empty, but the latter came back laden. 
The Governor, on the receipt of the letters and 
prefen_t, in token of friendfhip complimented 
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the Captain with fiX' hogs, 12 muik-melons, and 
as many water-melons; and at the fame time fent 
an order to the Indians in the nearefl: town to 
bake every day as much bread-fruit as the fhips 
fhould require, and to affifl: the mariners in ga
thering cocoa- nuts and other fruits; with which 
order the Indians very readily complied. Dur
ing this friendly intercourfe the Manilla fhip 
came in fight; but, being firll: feen from the 
fort, the Governor found means to apprize her 
of her danger, and !he frood off. and efcaped 
without being difcerned by the !hips. But in 
fleering to the fouthward to avoid them, !he was 
very near fluring a worfe fate; f,]r {he frruck 
upon the {hoal already mentioned, and, after 
three days incdfant labour, floated off with the 
loIs ot t.er rudder. During her di!1refs the men 
got intelligence of her fituation; but Captain 
Swan, who had determined no lon~~er to follow 
the infamous employment of plundering, found 
means to divert them from their purp01e. of at
tacking ha. 

On the 30th of May the Governor fent his 
laft preient to Captain Swan, confifting of fome 
hogs. a jar of pickled mangoes, a jar of excel
lent pickled fi!h, a jar of ruik or bread made of 
fine flour, and fix or feven packs of rice. In 
return, at his own requeft, he was furnilhed 
"'ith powder and" {hot of which he was in want; 
but what he coveted moft was a fine Englilh 
dog which they had on board, with which he 
was likewife gratified. The friar's civility was 

rewarded 
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I'ewarded with a brafs clock, art aflrolabe, and 
a large telefcope; in return for which he fent 
the Captain fix hogs, fome bulheis of potatoes, 
a roalling pig, and half a hundred weight of 
una Manilla tobacco. The {hips were plenti
fully fupplied, befides, with every thing the 
ifiand afforded; cocoa-nms and bread-fruit as 
many as the {hips could ftow, and upwards of 
50 hogs in pickle. Captain Swan was ddirous 
of the Governor's letter to the merchants of 
Manilla, having a private view to trade, which 
he concealed from his villainous crew. 

On the 2dof June, they departed from 
Guam, directing their courfe to Mindanao, ond 
of the Philippines; a range of Wands extending 
in length from tht: 5th to tht: 19 til degree of 
North latitude, and occupying in breadth about 
fix degrees of longitude. The principal il1and 
in this range is Luconia on the north, where 
Magellan, in his voyage round the world, was 
flain with a poifoned arrow, and where the '<:'p"-_ 
niards made their fir1t fetdement, and eil:ablilh
ed at Manilla a mart of traffic \lith the richer: 
kingdoms of the ean:. 

On the fauth, Mindanao is the principal 
iOand. It is in length about 60 leagues, and in 
breadth fifty. It is diveriified with hills and 
vallies. The hills abound With golJ, and the 
vallies are covered with perpetual verdure. It 
is finely watered with rivers and {prings; and 
the plains and lawns are interlpericd with 
~roves of lofty. trees, fome of which are 

to~·rrH.j 
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formed for fhade, and fome afford food for the 
inhabitants. 

Of the pith of one they make their bread, and 
of the fap of others they make a pleafant drink. 
The marfby grounds abound with rice, and on 
the dry hilly land they cultivate yams, potatoes, 
melons, and a variety of vegetables unknown 
(0 Europeans. Their chief fruits are plantains, 
bonanoes, nutmegs, cloves, beetel-nuts, durians, 
jaccas, cocoa-nuts, bread-fruit, and oranges. 

The plantain Dampier calls the king of 
fruit, and prefers it to every other. The tree 
that bears it is between three and four feet in 
circumference, and rifes about ten or twelve 
feet high. When at its height, there fprings 
from the top a ftem about the fize of a man's 
arm, round which the fruit grows in clu!l:ers, 
in fbape not unlike the Turkey cucumber. the 
coat of which is of a yellow colour when ripe. 
The inclofed fruit is of a delicate flavour, and 
melts in the mouth like mamalet. It is highly 
e!l:eemed by all Europeans, and all their fettle
ments are furnifbed with plantain walks, fome 
families fubfi!l:ing whoHy upon that fruit. 
Th~ bonanoe differs but little from the plantain I 

except in fize, being fmall and lers lurcious. 
The nutmeg and clove trees are rare in this 

il1and, but thofe that grow are large and fine. 
The natives dircourage their growth for fear of 
exciting the jealoufy of the Dutch, who have 

. monopolized the whole trade for fpices, and 
who keep in pay a company of armed foldiers 

~Q 
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to cut down the fpice· tree$ in the uninhabited 
iflands, left other European nations !hould avail 
themfelves of their plenty. Dampier fays, thac 
he has been aifured that, in fome of the eafiern 
il1ands, it is ufual to fee, at the {bedding time, 
cloves three or four inches deep under the trees. 

Of the beetel-nut all the Eaftern people are 
immoderately fond. It is the fruit of a tree 
that grows like the cabbage-tree to the height 
of ten or twelve feet, without either leaf or 
branch, and then fends forth !hoots on every 
fide, among which the fruit is found in clufters, 
on tough ftalks about the bignefs of a man's 
finger. It is larger than a nucmeg, and round
er; they cut it, when green, in ql1arters, wrap
ping each quarter up in an arek·leat~ and chew
ing both together. It taftes rough, dyes the lips 
red, and makes the teeth black. 

The durian grows on trees like apple-trees. 
and are in fize as large as pumpkins, covered 
with a thick rind, which, when rip(', opens and 
fends forth a ftrong fcent, not unlike that of 
roafied onions. It divides into chives, each about 
the fize of a pullet's egg, the inude of which is 
of the conuftence of cream, and muft be eaten 
in its prime, or there is no enduring its ranknefs. 

The jacca differs very li[t1e from the durian ; 
only the infide of the former is yellow, and 
that of the latter white. 

The jOand of Mindanao abounds likewife 
. with animals of various kinds; and, according 

to Dampier, is one of the moft plentiful iOands 
in 
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in the world j and. though fo near the Equator; 
being in 7 deg. N. the air is temperate, enjoy
ing gentle fea-breezes in the day, and cooling 
land-winds in the night. 

Though they arrived on this coaft about the 
middle of June, yet it was the middle of July 
before they could come to an anchor. They 
were ignorant of the lituation of the chief town; 
and, arriving fidl: on the oppollte fide, had been 
all that time playing about the ifland in fearch 
of it. At length they caft anchor near the 
river that bears the name of the ifland, and leads 
to the chief city. They fired feven guns, and 
were anlwered from the fuore by three. They 
were prtli:ntly after invited by a Raja and one 
of the ~mpc:ror's fons, who demanded in Spa
nilh, who they were, and from whence they 
came? They were anfwered by Mr. Smith (the 
gentiem,ln made prifoner at Leun), that they 
were Englilh. and had been long from their 
country. They were tola, they were welcome j 
and aiKed if they were come to fettle a faCtory., 
and to open trade? They liiJ, they came only 
to pmcha(e provilions. At which the Minda
neians appeared difconcerced. Captain Swan 
was fome time at a lois to account for this cir· 
cumil:ance; but he afterwards underil:ood, that 
a Captain Goodluck had been t11t:re fome time 
before, with fame propofals from the Eaft-India 
Company; and that, wh~n he went away, he had 
given them fame reafon £hartly to expect an Am
ba!fador from England, to complete the treaty. 

The 
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The Raja and Prince fat in their canoes; and, 
after half an hour's converfation, took their kave, 
having invited Captain Swan alhore, and pro
mifed to affi£l: him in procuring provifions. 

There are three fmall iOands called Meangis, 
within 20 le-"C';ues of l\~ indaroao, that abound 
with gold and -cloves; and, while Captain S~van 
was beating along the coaft, in his paffage from 
Guam to the river where the !hios now were at 
anchor, they were obferved by the· Princes of that 
country, and known to be Engli!h. The Prince 
of thofe iila"nds, having heard a good report of 
the Engli!h, and fearing a vifit from the Dutch, 
fent fecretly his nephew to Captain Swan, to in
vite him and his company to come and fettle in 
his territories, offering every advantage in point 
of trade and fecurity that he lhould require. 
Nothing could have been more advantageous, 
both to the nation and the fettlers than this offer; 
but Captain Swan paid no regard to it. 

As the feafon was now approaching when the 
we£l:erly monfoon was abom to fet in, which 
would neceffarily o!Jligr:: the !hips to fray a con
fiderable time in the port of 1'/Iilldcmao, Captain 
Swan judged it his interefl to cultivate a good 
underftanding with the reign in; Sultan. Vlith 
this view he C:ll~;'~d a m~[;;iificent prefent to be 
prepared for the Sovereign, confiHing of fcarlet
cloth, gold lace, a Turki!h fcymetar enriched 
with jewels, and a cafe of pifrols, together with 
prefents of lefs value to his chief Mini£l:ers; and, 
being in readillefs, he fent them on lhore by 
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Mr. More, who failed with him from London 
as chief fupercargo, when hi.s deGgn was to trade 
in the South Seas. Thefe prefents were gracioufiy 
received. The Sultan made Mr. More fit down 
b.y him, and afked him many queffiol'l'S €oncern
ing England, by means of a Spanifh int<erpreter; 
and, after an hour's converfation, difmilfed him 
witl'l marks of the highell: ell:eem. Next day 
Captain Swan was invited on fuore, and admii· 
ted to an audience in form; when the SultaR 
{hewed him letters from the Eaft-India Com
pany, and de(ired to know if he came to fettle 
in confequence of thofe letters? He talked with 
him much concerning the produce of his coun
try, and the nature of carrying on commerce; and 
feemed highly entertained with the accounts he 
gave of it, and of the countries through which he 
had paired, and the novelties he had feen. He wa's 
three hours in clofe converfation; and, when he 
was difmiffed, was entertained by Raja Lam, the 
King's uncle, with a fumptuous banquet, after 
their manner, confill:ing of boiled rice, fifh, and 
fowls •. 

On this occafion, Captain Swan was given to 
underll:and, that, while Mr. Goodluck refided in 
that city, he had been robbed by a fervant be
longing to Raja Laut, and that the fellow ab
fconded till Mr. Goodlllck took his leave; but 
that he was now returned, and was ready to be 
delivered up to be punifhed, in fuch manner, and 
with ruch feverity, as crimes of the like nature 
are punilhed by the ~aws of England. Rut 

Captain 
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Captain Swan told him, that in l~is country no~e 
but the injured party could prokcute the cnml
nal; and, as the man had committed no olfence 
againft him, he could take no cognifance of his 
cnme. The Raja heard him with aftonifhment; 
and, to fhew that the Princes of Mindanao were 
far from countenancing fuch praCtices, he caured 
the fellow to be flript naked, tied to a poa, and 
expofed a. whole day with his face to the burning 
fun; while at the fame time the Mofkitos con
tinually tormented him without a poilibility of 
being able to brufh them off; a kind of torture 
that few have hardinefs enough to furvive. This 
condefcenfion, in offering to ddiver up the cri
minal to be punithed by the Captain, was fol
lowed by a like uffer from the Captain, with re
fpea to any of his men who fhould offend againft 
the laws of the Mindaneians; but the Minifler 
returned the compliment, and left the }Junith
ment to the Captain hjmfdt~ who, llpon the leaft 
complaint, punifhed his men with a feventy that 
fuewed more of revenge than of juftice. and 
which they afterwards took occafion to refent. 
Among thofe who felt the effeas of his indigna
tion was Captain Teat, his chief mate, who com
manded the bark that accompanied him in his 
run actofs the Southern Ocean; and others, who 
had offended him on board, he remembere-d. 
now he had the countenance of the court on 
fuore. 

Captain Swan was highly careered by the 
Chief~ of Mindanao, and preffi:d to flay and 

B b b ~ fecure 
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fecure his iliips from the approaching tempefh. 
which always attend the change of the mon
foons; and, as the river before the rainy feafo~ 
generally runs low, finding it difficult to floa~ 
his fhip over the bar, fifty or fixty Minda
nelan filhermen were immediately fent with their 
canoes, to affift him in lightening his fbip, and 
floating her up the river. She was no fooner 
moored than a free intercourfe with the natives 
commenced. They expre.ffed their regard for 
the Englilh by llg:ls that were ealily \.wdcrilood. 
\Vhen the DL.tch were mentioned to them, .they 
v:oul .. : fpread their fore-fingers half a foot apart. 
[,wing j,.~,.:r, t!·,c/ acc-to far ljiftant in friendlhip: 
W;1,':1 fpeakir,g of the Spaniards, t!;cy would 
fpread their !in[,crs l~ill wida; but when the 
En~ Illh were fl,oken ot~ they would bring their 
fingers quite clofe, faying ~:.';7!", we: are all one. 
They were very fond of getting the men to their 
llOUks, where they kindly entertained them,after 
their manner. ·,'.ilil cobacc0, and be~:d-:iut; and 
\\ :.,r.: thofe who had money, and wac decently 
l:~l'Lcd, WLTe prdfed to connections With the beft 
families, and courted by the young females to 
the molt f.;n;li;~ir imim.1cy, To men who have 
long L'cCfl at ka, lcch inducements are irrdif .. 
t!sL- ; and many uf them made 1;',111dHS poor. 
by btin~ too c:-.lily drawn in by tb:!c allurements 
to fpend their money lavilhly. Some 1'."1:0 ac.., 
compan"'cl Harris from the Nonil Seas had gold 
in abunJar.ce ; and tbe Mindaneian miffes, when 
they knew their plJw::r, very loon found the way 
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fO eafe them of it. In Mindanao they had gold. 
imiths and other artificers, who charged double 
~heir value for fuch baubles as thefe prodigals 
were for ever befpeaklng to prefent to their fa
vourites; befides, fame of them bought houfes, 
and hired fervants, and lived as profufeJy as the 
)laja himfelf, imitating rhe cuftom of the coun
try, and having a pagelly or principal compa
nion, and haIr' a dozen miftrelfes. It was not 
long before the town's-people difcovered the 
true humour of Englifu jailors, and they like
wife took care to make their advantage of it. 
As they had no other but gold in lumps, when 
they wanted change, they gave them at the rate 
of I I or 12 dollars an ounce. To others the 
fame gold was exchanged for 18 dollars. The 
price of provifiom and common necelfaries was 
in like manner enhanced by thofe fpendthrifts; 
and tht:s, fays Dampier, the poor were made to 
fuffer by the folly of the rich, and a foundation 
was laid for impofing upon all Englifumen who 
1hould hereafter have occauon to take up their 
refidence in that port. 

Captain Swan himfelf was feldom feen at any 
other hOllfe but Raja Laut's or the royal palace. 
At the latter he made freguent vifits, and at the 
former dined every day, attended by fuch of his 
men as had no money to tpend, who had rice 
in plenty provided for them, and fometimes the 
remains of fowls or pieces of buffalo, dre1t in 
a courfe, and ferved in a hoggifu manner. The 
~indaneians ufe neither knives nor forks in eat.,. 

lng, 
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ing; anti; they cram their mouths with lumpe as 
large'as they can take in, thofe bdng accounted 
the genteeleft who can open their mouths the 
widett. 

The religigA"of Mindanao is the Mahome
t,ao, and \II~n the {hips firft caft anchor,. it 

r ;waa their Ramadam, which anfwers to our Lent, 
when ,all fports and paO:imes are fufpended. on 
this account the Raja made an apology for not 
,entertaining the Captain with the ufual diver
lions of the country. The wet feafon toO came 
on, which caufed a- general fufpenfionof all 
out-door bufinefs. ,. 

During the month of AuguO: the weather be
came tempelluous, and the rains exceffive. The 
river fwelled and overflowed its banks; and it 
was with the utmoO: difficulty the {hips were 
prevented from driving on the main land, or 
mto the open fea; for trees of vail maglli(udc: 
came floating down with the torrent, and, fre.
quently pre1fed againlt their bows y, ith fuch 
weight, that they were in continual fear left 
their cables {hould give way. Duri~g the time 
of thefe inundations the city ftands, as it wer~, 
in a pond, and there is no communication be
tween houfe and houie till the floods abate. It 
was probably this circumftance that fugg~fted m 
them the manner of conO:ruCting their houfes. 
They are all built upon pofts from 12 to 20 

feet high. Thefe poits are larger or fmaller 
according to the height or magnitude of the 
fuperftruCl:ure. The Sultan's palace has but 

onQ 
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one fioor, on which, however, there are many 
rooms, to which they afcend by ftairs from the 
ftrece. It ftands upon 180 poas, and is twenty 
feet above the level of the ground. 1 he ordi
nary houfes are alfo of one floor, and afcended 
by ladders. The roofs are all covertd with pal
mero leaves. The area beneath their houles is 
ufually fenced in, and there the poorer fort keep 
their poultry; and there alfo is received the 
common draught of their fculleries; and, were 
it not for the frequent inundations that carry 
off the fuil, the naftlOefs of the meaner people 
would render living in Mindanao impoffible! 
but every crevice is fcoured clean by the vio
lence of the currents, which frequently overfet 
the houfes; thougb the pofts on which they 
frand are funk cit ,:p in the ground. 

The inhabitants of Mindanao are, like all the 
Eaftern people, very clean in their perfons ; they 
conftantly bathe every day once, and fometIme~ 
oftener; they wa!h after every meal: and, if they 
happen to touch by accident any unclean thing, 
they have their times of purification allotted, 
before the expiration of which they are not per
mitted "to leave their chambers. Swine are held 
'with them in abomination, and though they run 
wild in the woods, yet they are never eaten. The 
chief food of the people is rice, fago, plantains, 
bread-fruit, cocoa·nuts, and other nutritious 
fruits; among the better fort, fowls and beef 
are ufed rather by way of relith, than as folid 

fubG{hnce ; 
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fumfiftance; for they are boiled to rags in their 
ftrange meffes. 

The Mindanelans ate of low fiatllre, fmall 
limbs, ilraight bodies, little heads, and are of 
a brown copper colour. The women are fairer 
than the men, and their hair is black and long; 
and generally we'll dreffed. Their vifage roo is 
rOL1!:der and better featured than that of ths 
men; only their nofes are [mall, and fa flat be
tween their eyes that the rifing is fcarce difcer
nible. At a diftance they look tolerable, but 
on a nearer approach thefe imperfections are ra
ther uifguftill;,';. Their drefs confifts of a petti
coat and a loofe jacket. The fieeves of the 
jacket are long and wide at the 1houlders, but 
Gaping down to their wrifts, where they are fa 
tight, that it is with difficulty they get their 
hands through in putting them on. They then 
rife in folds about ::lC arm, and in that lies their 
pride. The better fort of people wear fine callico 
or ftlks; the meaner fort, an ordinary cloth 
madeof theplantain·tree, which they call JJQ"rTen. 
The women, in general, (as has been noted) 
love the company of {hangers, efpecially o( 
white men; and Dampier adds, that the men 
belonging to the 1hips could fcarce walk the 
ftreecs without being pulled into their houfes. 

The chief arti!l:s among them are goldfmiths, 
1hip-builders, carpenters, and fmiths; all of 
whom are excellent in their way, allowing fat' 
the baunefs of their tools. Dampier gives a 
defcription of their fmith's bellows, which is 

fimple 
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fimple and ingeniolls. It is compored of two 
hollow cylinders, like the hrL~t: wooden pipes 
tlfed by us for the conveyance of water; they 
are cut flat at bo:h ends, in kngth about four 
feet, and placed upright at the dil1:ance of two 
feet from each other upon a Hone hearth before 
the fire. Within tw') inches of the bottom of 
each a pipe is placed, projetting like a cock to
wards the fire, but bending fo as that the pipes 
from both cylinders meet and terminate in one 
before they reach it. Thus conftruCl:ed, and fixed 
firm, a man with two light bruihes made of fea
thers, which he works alternately like two pi11:ons, 
keeps up a continual bla11:; and with this fimpk 
contrivance, without either vice or anvil, other 
than a large fton~ or the butt-end of an old can
non, they fabricate their work to admiration. 
Their carpenters have neither faws nor planes, 
and yet they fplit and finooth their boards with 
great neatnefs. This requires tj:11~, but their 
work is the more durable for it, becaule the 
grain being unbroken the timber remains the 
tougher. 

In Mindanao there is only one morque, or 
place of worfhip, and that but lirtle frequented 
by the meaner people. In this morque they 
have a contrivance fJr {hiking the time. A 
drum of va11: dimenfions, fuaped in form of a 
bell, is placed over a large hollow cavity, the 
head of which drum is covered with bra/s, and 
called a gong. A certain number of men are 
appointed to attend this gong, who relieve each 
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other alternately night and day, and with a ttick 
as larO'e as a man's arm, with a ball at the end of o 
it, at certain intervals, they {hike the gong, the 
found of which is heard from one extremity of 
the town to the other, and fupplies the place of 
a clock. 

The Mindaneians ufe circumcifion, and that 
operation is performed with great ceremony. 
The ufual time among the common people is 
about the age of twelve; but the Princes of the 
blood are circumcifed, like the Jews, at the end 
of eight days. On this occauon, the warriors 
all appear in arms, and, like Europeans at a re
view, make a fham fight, for the diverfi(}n of the 
fpeaators, in which both the Sultan and his 
G':'ller,11 are principal performers. 

',\'hen t!,,: waters \',ere fubGded, and the'Ra
madam O'lcr, l{aja Lam, the Sultan'5 brother, and 
·Ger.eral of his forces, to ente~tain Captah Swan, 
aiLn!bled th:: dljlC~rS, who are women bred from 
their infwcy, l!Le thofe in Europe, to that art. 
On this l)Ll'uiOJll, more than 50 of them werl! 
al1cmc)lcJ, \',ho, bcng ranged in a ring, danced 
to their (,wn j~. :;l. In theft: dances their feet 
:t!IJ legs are but little employed. Having no 
other than vo~':;.i mufic, they {jng at firft folo pares 
in {low time; but their chorulks are brilk; and 
then their hands, arms, h~ads, and bodies, are 
all employed in fuch contortions, that one would 
think they were made without bones. 

Dancing and proceffions were the favourite 
d','nlions among the Chiefs of this illand 0 and, 

Captaj~ 
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Captain Swan, in conformity to the prevailing 
'taite, refolving to give an Engli!h entertainment, 
ordered his muCic a!hore, and fuch of his men 
as could dance were likewife ordered to attend. 
Accordingly, having hired a convenient houfe, 
he invited the Sultan, and Chiefs of the place, 
with their women, to be fpeCtators of the fplen
dar of the European dances. He had caufed 
the houfe to be hung round with the rich eft filks, 
of which he had ftore on board; and decorated 
it with gold and iilver-lace, which, when illumi
nated with a profufion of wax-candles, made a 
moft brilliant appearance. When the company 
aJfembled, they were {huck with amazement, 
and thought all they beheld was the effea of en
chantment. Among the dancers, there was one 
Jack Thacker, a common failor, who at the 
mufic-houfes at Wapping had learned to dance 
a ,horn-pipe. This man attraCted the notice of 
the Mindaneians more than all the reit, becaufc 
more in the antic manner to which they were 
ac:cuftomed. Him, therefore, they fixed their 
eyes upon, and confide red as a man of confe
quence. When they had fpent the beft part of 
tbe night in feading their eyes and their appe
tites (tor Captain Swan had ordered his cook 
to prepare a cold collation of [weer-meats, and 
other favoury dillies), they were ftill unwilling 
to retire; and it was almo1l: day break before 
the Sultan retired, and, very unwillingly, was 
atcompanied by his female train. Raja Laut 
and his women tlaid longer; and, it is faid, not-

C C C 2 withftanding 
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wit~ftanding his devotion to his prophet, drank 
plentifully of wine. 'JII". 

Nothing was talked of fo much among the 
MinJanei-ans, during the ftay of the fhips, as the· 
comic Englilh dancer, or- whom Raja Laut was 
willing to know the hiilory; and, having en
quired, was told by one of his companions, that 
he was an Engliili nobleman who travelled for 
his diverGon, and that all thofe who wore fine 
doaths were gentlemen of inferior quality, who 
left their own country out of curioGty to fee the 
countries abroad. 

This harmlefs impolition, being told by the 
General to Captain Swan, who was of a morofe 
unfociable dilpofition, coil the poor fellow a 
hearty drubbing, though he was wholly ignorant 
of what had been told. He was firJl ftript of 
his fine cloaths, in the prefence of the Raja, by 
his Captain'S orders, and then ilript of his nobi
lity by flogging his. back. It was not long, 
however, before the man was revenged. 

About the middle of November they began to 
prepare for their departure, and for that purpole 
their firil bufinefs was to t'xamil'e the !bips bot
tum, the !11cathing of which they found eaten 
~y the worm like a honey-comb; and the bot
tom of the bark not being !beathed, was eaten to 
the timbers, and the ve{f~l thereby rendered un
icrviceable: application was therefore made to 
the Raja for planks to new fheathe the !bip. 
The Raja's lincerity was never fllfp..:Cl:ed, till this 
incident gave reaion for jealouly. When he 

came 
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came down to the river, and faw the carpenters 
ripping off the fheathing, he fhook his head, 
and feemed much difconcerted, declaring he 
had never before feen a fhip with two bottoms. 
His hope WlS, that the !hip, like the bark, would 
have been eaten through. and that he fhould 
have had all her guns. A like accident had for
merlyentided him to a like advantage, when a 
Dutch fhip, by anchoring in the fame river dur
ing the wefterly monfoon, was entirely dirabled, 
and never again put· to rea. He was knfible 
enough of the mifChief that would infallibly en
fue to the {hips by lying fo long among thofe 
deftruCtive vermin; for, whenever the natives 
difufe their veffels, they haul them up on the 
dry beach, burn their bottoms, and there let 
them lie, till they want again to ufe them. 
- While fome were employed in ripping off the 

old worm-eaten planks, others were bufy in pre
paring new; and, by the beginning of Decem
ber, the fheathing was repaired and tallowed. 
The latter part of the month was taken up in 
putting the ballafi:, 1tores, and guns aboard: 
this was a work of the greater labour, as it was 
firfi: neceffary to carry the fhip out to fea before 
it was undertaken. About the beginning of 
January they began to fill water, and to take in 
rice; and application was made to Raja Laut to 
furni!h buffaloes, as he had all along promifed 
to do. He now began to form excufes. and 
pretended to take men out every day a-hunting 
tfor thofe creatures always run wild); but al-

way~~ 



382 CAPTAIN DAMPIER's VOYAGES.1 
ways came home empty, and pleaded ill fuccefs~ 
The Captain toO began lo aCt very myfterioufiy. 
By the heip of the government 01). ili,ore~ he had 
got the abfoil,ltc afcendancy over .his' men, and 
was as implicitly obeyed as if he had been Cap
tain ot a king's fhip. Vi,Then he was importuned 
to declare when he intended to fail, he 'chofe to 
be fiIent; and when the men wanted to know 
upon what enterprize they were next to be em
ployed, he reproached them with their eagernefs 
for piracy. He had fold Raja Laut fome tons 
of iron and lead, and was to have had in return 
rice and beef; as to the firft, the Raja had failed 
in furnilhing the 1l:ipulated quantity, and the lat
ter he had hitha~o in no Jhape fulfilled. The 
Raja had befidcs borrowed of him 20 ounces of 
gold; and, when he required payment, the Raja 
demanded a much larger fum for his own board, 
and the board of his men. This treatment, and 
thefe dilappointments, ferved to difcompofe a 
mind naturally four, and to put him out of 
h~:mm .. r with every body about. him. 

All this while the wellerly monfoon was waft
ing that was to carry them on to India. The 
men began 3;sain to murmur, and grow unruly: 
fome, \veaiV of rambling about, and who had 
formed connections with the natives, were for 
flaying at Mind~nao : fame, who had hufbanded 
their money, of whom indeed there were but 
few, were edg.er to get home; and others, who 
were poor (J:.v far the majority), were for con
tinuing t!1~'r ravages, and were impatient to be 
in aCtion. 

'Vhile 
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While matters were in this fin.lation, {hong 

reprefentations were made to the Captain to 
come on board, and to dt'clare himfelf; and, 
after many delays, a day was at length fixed for 
a determination. 

In the mean time, thofe who were bent on re
turning home, forefeeing that continued extra
vagancies would necelfarily create new wants, 
and that new wants would require new means 
of fupply, took occafion fecretly to purchafe a 
canoe, and formed a cleGgn to depart in the 
night for Borneo, where, by a letter juft receiv
ed from thence by a Mindaneian velfel, they 
hoped to meet with an Englilh fat'tory, and 
from thence find a palfage home; but Captain 
Swan getting intelligence of their defign, feized 
their canoe, and threatened to puniih for de
ferters all thofe concerned in the plot. 

Another party about the fame time, hearing that 
the ihip was about to fail, retired into the coun
try, to conceal themfelves till after her departure. 

The party on board, who had nothing but the 
fhip's allowance to fubfifl: on, became unruly, 
and fent aihore to the merchants iron to fell for 
arrack and honey, with which they made them. 
telves drunk, and grew quarrelfome. All thefe 
diforders, Dampier fays, might eafily have been 
redrelfed, had Cap:1In Swan exerted his autho
rity in time, and eftabliilied proper difcipline on 
board the fhip; but he living with his mer
~hants conftantly on !hore, and leaving every 

one 
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on~ to do as he pleafed on board, they enCOll
raaed one another in their villainies, and at 

t:> , 

lencrth grew'mutlnous. "'. . 
When thefe thmgs were come toeuremlty, 

he gave orders that the whole crew {hould attend 
him on board the {hip, on the 13th of .January 
[1687]; but, unluckily for him, two d30/s before 
this meeting was to take place, Captain Swan 
fent his gunner to fetch fomething he had occa· 
fion for out of the locker of hjs cabin. This 
man, in rummaging fer what he wanted, among 
other things happened to take out the Captain's 
journal, which, being laid carelef1y 'by, was 
taken up by one John Read, (an ingenious 
young man, who likewife kept a journal) out of 
mere curioLity to peep in it, to fee how nearly 
his and the other agreed. 

At the firlt opening of the book he caft his 
eye on a part, in which the Captain had made a 
memorandum of the mutinous behaviour of his 
men in their paffilge from Cape Corientes to 
Guam, and had particularly noted that of one 
John Read, a Jamaica-man, a namefake of the 
Read who took the journal, but no relation. 
This nJtLral!y excited his curiofity to look far
ther,. and he found means, while the gunner 

. was bufy, to convey the journal away to exa
mine it at his leifure. As foon as the gunner 
was gone albore, John Read, the artifl:, {hewed 
the book to John Read, the Jamaica man, and 
both of them ht:ld a confultation with their 
comrage,~ on the contents. Thefe men, who 

weFe 
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were bef~ ripe for mifchief, now grew out. 
rageous, and it was unanimoutly agreed to con
[ule Captain Teat, wI1o, as has been before 
noted, had received unworthy treatment from 
Captain Swan on {hare, which, they knew, he 
only wanted an opportunity to refent. Teat 
left nothing unfaid to aggravate the failings of 
his fuperior, and ta incenfe the company againtt 
him. He reprefented him as praud, ignorant, 
avaricious, cruel, and vindiCtive, and withal 
cowardly, and unfit to command upon any bold 
and manly enterprize; called ta their mi:'1ds the 
oppolltion he made to the attacking the Manilla 
fhip off Guam, by the corqueft of which they 
would all have been enriched; and which, he 
{aid, Swan did not oppofe our of a principle of 
hondly or gratitude, but from the fear of en
gaging a {hip fo mUctl fuperior ta his own 
in weight of metal and in numbers, though he, 
Teat, would have pawned his head to have been 
mafter of her in a few hours dafe attack. Men 
whofe expectations have been raifed to an un
realonable pitch, gi ve eafy credit to unfavour
able fuggeftions againfl: the authors of their dif· 
appointment. The crew took fire, and inftantly 
bound themfelves by an oath to deprive Captain 
Swan of the command, without naming any offi. 
cer to fllbftittlte in his room; I1.1Y, fo precipi:ate 
was their refoilltion, that the majority were for let. 
ting fail immediately, and leaving all that were 
on fuore behind: and this hafty refolve would 
certainly have taken place, had either of the 
- VOL. I. D d d· furgeons 
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furgeons been on board; but, as their cry was 
for war, it was judged too defperate to go to 
fea without one ikilful perfon on board to affill: 
the wOllnded. 

As all this pafi"c:d in the night, it was agreed 
to {lay till morning, and thtn to fc:nd a trufty 
rnefi"enger on !hore, fpeeJily to requeft the fur
geons to come to the affi11:ance of a man who 
had broken his leg. The chief Curgeon laid he 
fuould fee the man the next day, and in the mean 
time Cent his mate, Mr. Herman Coppinger, to 
his immediate relief. This man, a few days be
iore, was flee ping at his mi11:reffes, w hen a fnake 
twifted itfelf round his neck, but quietly went 
away upon his waking without hurting him. 
Coppinger, fuppofing the accident real, made 
haHe to pack up his moveables to go on 
board; and, as the Captain was to have his ge. 
neral rengezvous the next day, Dampier took 
th: opportunity of going with him. They 
f,arce had mou nted the filip's fide before they 
difcovered the trick. P lit when the mutineers were 
thus in pofli:ilion of the furgeon, they prefently 
difpatchtJ the canoe [0 !hore again to invite all 
the men who choft: it to wme on board, but 
\\ ith a ftriEl c.' tltion not to tdl the rlalun, left 
th~ir ddign ilhluld reach the ears of their (;.'p
tal ~l. 

The 13th in the mqrning they weighed, and 
firt~d a gun. The Captain, much alarmed,.im_ 
mediately difpatched Mr. Nelly, his mate, to 
know the caul~. To him they told their griev-

ances l 
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vahces, and fhewed the journal; he perfuaded 
them to ftay till next day to hear what the Cap
tain and merchants had to fay. They did fo, 
and Mr. Harthop came on board in the morn
ing. He advifed them to a reconciliation, and 
to take more rice on board. They were deaf to 
his perfuafion; yet at his entreaty they ftaid till. 
two in the afternoon to wait for the Captain, 
and fuch gentlemen or feamen as chafe to ac~ 
company them, but fuffered none to go athore, 
except Mr. Harthop and a man with a wooden 
leg. Dampier remarks, that, if Captain Swan 
had then come on board, as a man of fenfe and 
ipirit ought to have done, he might at the very 
lail: have crutht their defigns, and reduced the 
mutineers to order and difcipline; but being of 
a fullen, fufpicious, vindictive temper himfelf, 
he dreaded therefentment ofthofe he had marked 
for vengeance; and therefore fuffered the time 
to elapfe, and was with 36 others left behind in 
the town. Befides thefe, fix or eight had de
ferted, and were up the country; and lixteen had 
died of poi fan, given them, :as was fuppofed, 
by the hufbands of thofe women whom they had 
feduced; and there were others on board, who 
had received the poifon, and died of it fame 
months after. In this manner their numbers 
were confiderably diminithed, and of ISO who 
failed from Cape Corientes, not above 80 were 
now on board. 

It has been more than once hinted, that Cap
tain Swan failed from London with no defign of 

D d d 2 privateering, 



aS8 CAPTAIN DAMPUlR's VOYAGES. 
priv;u;e~ring, but of carr.ying.on trade ~ith the 
Spaniards o~ the wd,lero ~oa1ts of AmerIca •. He 
had therefore a gr,,"a~ qW30tity. of heavy goods, 
fueh as iron and le~l:, llot yet Lifpofed of, fame 
()f. w hieh he had fQld to Raja Lam, and no doubt 
was willing to have r :ceivedthe payment before 
h~ departt:d. Tnis may, in forne meafure, ac
count for his delay. His crew was compofedof 
Olen, yvho, lPoft uf them, had forced themfelves 
\lpon him for purpofes whieh l1e abhorred; and 
perhap~, he wallteJ to have rid himJelf of the 
greatdl: p.ar~ of the.al, if he could have found a 
proper opportunity. Thofe marked in his jour
Dal were, no doubt, the men moll: obnoxious to 
him, .~IJd. the moft averfe to trade, Vi hich he was 
determined to follow in his way home, having 
already 50001. of his owners money, which he 
had received for the goods put up by auCl:ion 
at his firft commencing buccaneer; with this he 
purpofed to have purch3lied a cargo to rake with 
him from the Eaft Indies. Hence Mofe his myf. 
teriouscondutl:, and his want of refolution. The 
lafs of his bark was his emba-rralfment. C0l.11d 
that have been rt'ndered lerviceable, his defign. 
could more eafily have been carried into execu
tion. The fufpicious part of the crew might 
have been fhipped on board the bark; and b~ 
giving them a wrong track, they might have 
been deferred in the night, and left to their own 
courfe. But a difcovery being made before the 
Cap;ain's defigns were ripe for execution, he 
was entangled in h.is own net. 

But 
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·~utto ~etlo1rn: On ti)€: 14th of January, 1687. 

at three o'clock in the afternoon, they f~t fail 
from the river Mindanao. and next day came 
a_bread of Chambango, where formerly the Spa
niards had a fettlemenr, and where, it is faid, 
there were plenty of Swine and buffaloes. On 
the 17th, they anchored in a good bay on the 
weft fide of a fmall ifland. where they chofe their· 
officers, conftiruting John Read the Jamaica. 
man Captain. Thomas Teat Mafter, aDd Henry 
More Quarter.mafter; and, having cut fome 
curious fuort-jointed canes, and plentifully fup
plied the !hip with water from a clearfpring, they 
pur[ued their courfe; but on tht:ir palfage they 
t1:ruck on a rock, where after lying two hours. 
they were heaved off by the riling of the tide. 
;:md efcaped with the lofs only of a large piece 
of their rudder, though in more danger than 
ever they had experienced in the whole voyage. 

On the 18th, they anchored at the north-weft 
end of the Wand of Mindera, in 10 fathom wa
ter. While they lay there a canoe with four In
dians from Manilla calTle along fide. who in
formed them, that at Manilla ~here was feldom 
lefs than 20 or 30 fail of !hips of different nations, 
who came to traffic with the Spanifh merchants; 
and that, jf they meal1t to trade, they might for 
a trifle have a letter of recommendation from a 
friar to whom they were carrying difpatches, and 
wopld in .a few ~ays return wi~h his anfwer. 
Trad~, how~ver, was no pa.rt of their employ
ment; and the Indian.s were fuffered to pais 
without moleftation. 

On 
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On the 23d,. they reacheJ'Luconia, the illand 
fo ardently wHhed for by this piratical crew, and 
prefently defcried a fail, which they inftantly pur
fued and took. She proved a Spanilh bark from 
PangalTanam, laden with rice and cotton-cloth, 
and bound for Manilla. The mafter of this prize 
was boatfwain to the Acapulco Ihip that palTed 
by Guam; this man gave Dampier an account 
of all that happened on that occauon. The time 
of the year being too far fpent to effect any thing 
of confequence on this coaft, they concluded to 
fail for Pula Condon>, and there wait till the lat
ter end of May, about which time the Acapulco 
{hip generally arrives at Manilla. With this re
folution they quitted Luconia on the 26th of 
February; and, on the 14th of Maich, caft an
chor at the ifiand of Condore, on the coaft of 
Cambodia. Among the productions of thefe 
iOands (for there is a clufterof them), there is a 
lofty tree, the body of which is in diameter three 
or four feet, from which the inhabitants extraCt 
a clammy juice, which being boiled becomes a 
perfect tar, and anfwers all the purpo(es of that 
balfam. On the 16th, they entered a conveni
ent harbour, and employed themfelves in careen
ing theidhips, in which they were affifted by 
the natives of the ifiand, who brought them hogs 
and turtle in exchange for rice, of which they 
had now great plenty. 

While they lay in this harbour, two of the 
men died who had been poifoned in Mindanao; 
they were opened by the furgeon, and their livers 

were 
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were found black, light, and dry, like pieces of 
cork. 

Before the~! dt pJrted, they engaged an old 
native who coul:l fpeak the Malayan language, 
to pilot them to S;am, w here they expected to 
pllrchafe dried filli, having nothing now but rice 
(0 eat at fea. 

On the 2 I fi of April-they failed from Condor~ 
and, on the.:qth, an.chored in the bay of Siam, 
where, however, they cou:d get no fiih. On the 
21ft of May they left Siam; and, in their return 
to Pulo Condore, overtook a Chinefejunk,ladea 
with pepper, who told them that the Englilh 
were fettled on the iiland of Sumatra, at a place 
called Silleber, whieh was the fir(l: intelligence 
they received of that factory. This junk ac· 
comp!!nied them to Pulo Condore. where Cap
tain Read, obferving a Malayan veffd at anchor 
within ihore, fent a canoe to learn from whence 
they came; but, knowing the Malayans to be 
defperate fellows, cautioned his men not to [run: 
themfdves on board, but to hail them from the 
boat: but the men, not regarding the Captain'S 
infiructions,- went on board armed; which the 
Malayans obferving, fell upon them unawares 
with their ihort daggers, and nabbed five or fix 
of them dead upon the fpot; the refl: jumped 
into the fea, and raved themfdves by fwimming, 
among whom was one Daniel Wallis, who 
never could fwim before or finee, but in his 
fright made fhifc to reach the boat, and made 
pis efcilpe with the reno Here Herman Coppin-

ger, 
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ger, the furgeon~ went on £hore, on purpot~ t~ 
leave this diabolical company; but Read Unl 
an armed force, and,preffed him on board.again. 
Dampier intended following his example, but 
waited a more convenient place. 

They were now confined at this ifland by 
ftormy weather till the 4th of June; and in the 
mean time a Malayan Portuguefe from the junk 
entered on board, whom they entertained as an 
interpreter, to facilitate an intercourfe with the na
tives. When they weighed anchor, the wind was 
contrary; yet they kept plying to the wefrward in 
hopes of its £hifting to carry them to Manilla. 
before their much longed-for prize £hould arrive. 
In this hope they continued labouring inceffantly 
for 10 days; when, being almofr worn out with 
fatigue, and finding no probability of accom
plifiling their defi.res, they relinquilbed that pro
jet\: in defpair, and, inftead of it, frood away for 
Prata, in lat. 20 deg. 40 min. N. where they flllt
tered themfelves with fiOling up much treafure 
from the China {hips that had been caft away on 
that il1and, fome of which were faid to contaro 
immenfe riches. But in this too they were dif
appointed by adverfe winds; and, notwithftand
ing the utmoft exertion of their !kill in fcalnan
ihip, they were driven by the violence of the 
gale to the ifiand of St. John, on the coa{t~f 
China. While they lay at this ifland they vifit
cd the £hare every day, and purchafed hogs,.. 
fowls, and buffaloes. Some of the men vifited 
the continent, but found nothing there that an
fwered their purpofe. 

On 
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On the 3d of July they weighed anchor with 
a gentle breeze, but on the 4th there came on a 
violent gale from the nonh.eaft, which increafed 
rill the dead of the night, when the rain began 
to pour down in fuch torrents that the fountainil 
of heaven feemed to be opened. and a fecond de
luge threatened; at the fame time the thunder 
began to crack, and the flafhes of lightning that 
pierced through the torrents of rain, appeared 
upon the face of the deep as if the fea was over
{pread with a blue flame. The darknefs that 
fucceeded between the flalhes prefented the moft 
horrid gloom that ever covered the deep. The 
fea was raifed to an aftonilhing height, and the 
waves broke Ihort upon the fhip with filch vio
lence, that it was thought everyfllcceeding bil
low muil: have dalhed her to the bottom. One 
iea (huck away the rails of the head, and at the 
fame time diGodged the fheet-anchor that wa~ 
lafhed with its fluke over the bend of the {hip 
in the ftrongeil: manner, and it was every mo
ment expected to beat a hole through the {hip, 
by ftriking againil: her bows. It then became 
necelfary to fleer right before the wind, to en
deavour to fecure the anchor; and it was im
pollible afterwards to change the courfe till the 
ftorm abated. The fury of the ftorm abated 
about fOllr in the morning, about which time 
they obfer\'ed what the failors call a Corpus Sant 
at the maft·head. This meteor is feen at feat 
fame times at the maft.head, fometimes at the 
yard-arm, and fometimes upon the deck. -When 
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. it ~ppears, alof~ ~t is like ,a frar, and is taken for 
a good omen; hutwlwn below, it refembles a 
glow ~orm'j and always dreaded as a bad fign. 
The, crew .w,?-s overjoyed on feei~g it at the very 
Fino,acle of the !hip's fane. 

From two in the morning till {even they kep.t 
{cLldding before the wind; but the wind gradu
ally dY,ing away, and the fea fubfiding, they f~t 
their mizzen, brought the !hip up upon a wind, 
and lay to under their mizzen till eleven, when 
for two hours there enfued a perfeCt calm, ye,t 
the H;y looked black and low ring. About one 
the wind !hifted to the fauth- \\<eft, and began 
again to blow hard, with violent rain. They 
furled up their mizzen, wore [hip, and fuffered 
her to feud before the wind, as before, till ten at 
night, when the wind (eafed, and before morn
ing the fea was calm, and the fky perfeCl:ly fe
renc. This frorm, however, difpirited the crew, 
who were now driven put of their knowledge, 
and were anxiolls for nothing but a place of fuel
ter to preierve them from the fury of a fecond. 
hurricane, which they had reafon to expeCl: to
wards the full of the moon. 

They confulted their iea-charts, and conclud
ed to freer for the Pifcadores, ifiands fituated in 
lat. 23 deg. N. of w hieh, however, they knew. 
nothing but the name. On the 20th of July 
they came in fight of them; and when they ar· 
rived were a!l:onilhed to fee fo many junks par. -
fing and re-plffing as were continually in light. 
They followed fame of the largen into a fpacious 

harbour) 
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harbour, whlch brought them to a conliderable 
towi1~'·dJch as tnr-y d:d not '~xpea to have found 
am::jg Wands fo little known. On their at
tempting to land. th-:y were met bya Tartarian 
office!, w 1:0 dema nded, w hence they came, of 
what nation they were, and whither they were 
bound? And ~eing told they were EngliOl, and 
driven there in diitrers, they were kindly enter
tained; but were told, they muft not come on 
ihore; but whatever necdfaries they wanted, 
~uld be tent them on board without delay. 
Mutual civilities were exchahged. The fhip 
was fupplied with the beft provilions they had 
ever tafted; and the Captain in return fent a 
curious Spanifh filver-hilted rapier, an Englifh 
carbine, .and- a gold chain, as a prefent to the 
Governor. They ftaid till the 29th, and then 
directed ·their courfe to a c1ufter of iflands that 
lie between Formofa and Luconia, the place they 
frill fet their hearts upon. On the 6th of Au~ 
guft they came in fight of the iOands they were 
in purfuit of, and, contrary to expeCtation, 
found them well inhabited. 

On thefe iOands were plenty of goats and 
fwine, but very few birds or poultry. It is an 
,obfervation of Dampier, founded on reafon and 
confirmed by experience, that, in countries a
bounding in corn arid maize, birds and all man

. ner of fowls are bred in abundance; but in thole 
i{lands where the inhabitants fubfift chiefly on 
fruits, roots, and £lib, birds· wild andt-ame are 

. more rare. 
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As thefe il1ands were without names in tbe 
fca chartS, Captain Read called them all by one 
aeneral name of Bailiee Il1ands. The fituatiol1 c 
of their towns was remarkable. They were built 
on precipices inacceffible on every fide, except 
by ladders placed at the ends of the ftrects, 
which all ran in lines parallel to each other, and 
on which the houfes rife in ranges one above ano
ther, till they terminate in a fingle row. Th~ 
inhabitants of thefe iGands were acquainted with 
the ufe of iron, and they had amongO: them a 
yellow metal that very much ref~mbled gold, 
for fame of which Captain Read exchanged iron ~ 
and Dampier laments that he could purchaf~ 
none of it, becaufe he had nothing to beftow in 
return. They were very ingenious, had large 
filhing- boats, and lived in a peculiar manner 
diffen::nt from any people they had yet v;fited. 
They were not very delicate in their food; for 
they would gather up the goats-fkins and goats-; 
paunches whlch the men threw away; and would 
linDe, broil, and eat the former; the latter they 
would flew (not over nicely cleanfed), and. 
mincing raw fiili very fmall, would mix the mefs 
together, and with a little lilt over it, make a. 
vay favoury meal. The paunches of the [wine 
they never. touched. They appeared to be very 
cleanly in their perfons, and withal fa hondl: 
and good natured, that they would take nothing 
but what was given them; nor were they ever 
out of humour with the ihangers, thougb they 
had often caufe enough, nor with one another~ 

No 
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No provocation could incenfe them to anger i 
nor any opportunity induce them to theft. They 
brought conflantly every morning goats, hogs~ 
potatoes, and fruits, to the thip, which rhey ex
changed for irol4 nails, old hoops, or bullets. 
Thus the crew of the {hip fared fumptuoufly 
every day, and falted 70 Or 80 hogs for future 
J,lfe. Thefe iOands lie in lat. 20 deg. 2 I min. N. 

Being now fufficiently flored with provifions, 
~nd having filled their calks with water, after 
ftaying from the 13th of Auguil: till the 24th of 
September, and after having mended their fails, 
;md fcruBbed the fhips bottom, they were pre
paring to fail, when a violent florm came on, 
which forced them to cut their cables and put 
to iea, leaving fix of their befl men on iliore. 

They put before the wind with their bare 
poles; but it was the firO: of OCtober before they 
could recover to their former ftation. On the 
following day their fix men were brought on 
board by the natives, whom they rewarded with 
three bars of iron, a prefent to them more valua
able than 10 many bars of folid gold. The men 
reported, that, as foon as the iliip was out of 
fight, the natives were more kind to them than 
~ver; that they endeavoured to prevail upon them 
to cut their hair iliort, like theirs; and that they 
offered to each the choice of a wife, with a fmall 
hatchet, a fet of planter's tools, and a portion of 
land for each of them to cultivate by way of 
dowry; and, when the {hip came in fight again, 
they then importuned them for iron, which was 
the only re(:ompence they required. 
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This fecond ftorm quite difconcerted all their 
meafures. They began to think that [he winds 
and the waves were employed againfr them, and 
were terrified with the thoughts of their un
happy fituation. MoO: of them were heartily 
weary of being toft to and fro to no manner of 
purpofe, and were very defirol1s of getting 
home: only Read and Teat were determined 
to make their fortunes at whatevt;r rifquc; they 
therefore, finding the crew refolute to leave this 
dangerous eoaft, perfuaded them to accompany 
them to Cape Comorin, where, if they dirap
proved of their proceedings, everyone fhould 
be at liberty to follow his own courfe. To this 
they all agreed; but there freebooters, fearing 
to meet Engli/h or Dutch fhips in the direct 
road, propored to coaft along the eaft fide of the 
Philippines, and fo, keeping fouth towards the 
{pice iflands, to pars into the Indian ocean near 
the ifland of Timor. With this view they fet fail 
on the 3d of Oaober, 1687; and leaving the 
ifland of Luconia on the weft, " with all our 
" golden projetl:s," fays Dampier, " along 
., with it, we ftood to the fouthward till we 
., came in fight of the ifland St. John on the 
U coaft of Mindanao, and on the 16th came to 
" an anchor on the fouth-eaft fide of that iOand:' 
While they lay in this bay, the young prince of 
Meangis, formerly mentioned, came on board;, 
and importuned Captain Read to tranfport him 
and his men back to his own iOand, promifing 
to reward him handfomely for his trouble, He 

fai~ 
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{aid, that a few days before he had feen Captain 
Swan and forne of his people all well at the city 
of.Mindanao; that they had accompanied Raja 
Laut in a military expedition againft his ene
mies, and had acquired great honour and were 
in high favour with the Sultan; that Captain 
Swan was preparing to leave the iOand; and 
that he had offered 40 ounces of gold for a 
fhip to carry him off, but did not think the 
Raja would fuffer him to depart. Captain Read 
promifed to Hay for the prince three days, and 
in that time he engaged to return with his men. 
In the mean time Dampier took occafion to 
found how the crew frood affected towards their 
old Captain, and found one party, who happen
ed to be fining water aihore, very well inclined; 
and he defired them to be filent till he had con
fulted the other party whofe turn it was next day 
to fill water at the fame place; but one of the 
company, who appeared to be the moll: zealous 
in Swan's favour, as foon as he got aboard dif
covered the fecret; on which Read and Teat 
ordered all hands on board and. weighed' di
recUy. 

Dampier fays he was afterwards informed, 
that Captain Swan and his men continued long 
at Mindanao; that Meffieurs Harthop and 
Smith, merchants. both died there; that Rofy 
and Nelly, his mates, got paffage in a Dutch. 
iliip to Batavia, and from thence, after va
rious adve,ntures, to Europe; and -that Swan 
himfelf, with his furgeon, endeavouring to get 

on 
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on board another Dutch {hip, Were run down and 
drowned by the natives by order of Raja Laur. 
who feized their gold. Among other reafons 
affigned for this treachery, Dampier mentions 
Swan's threatening, on fome provocation, to 
raife a band of men to deftroy the town, and 
feize upon the country. Be this as it may, the 
poor Captain loft his life, and the Raja kept his 
money. Part of his journal, as far as Cape 
Corientes, was recovered and preferved by a Mr. 
Moody, of whom mention will be made here
after. 

On November the 2d, the day the prince 
was to have come on board, Captain Read fet 
fail, and flood to the weC:, till on the 9th, the 
wind changing, they came up with the north ea~ 
end of the ifland of Celebes, in lat. 3 deg. N. 
30 leagues to the fouthward of Gilolo, on the 
wdh:rn fide of which lie the clove iOands of 
Tidore and Ternate, the fineft in the world. 
At the fcuCl,ermoft end of Celebes the town of 
Maca!fer :5 leated, the chief place of trade in 
thoft: parts belonging to the Dutch. 

They anchored in a fandy bay on the fouth
eaft fide· f Celebes. where they found a creeping 
kind ofi:ne, the leaves of which pounded and 
boiled with hog's-Iard i,; an infallible cure for 
old ulcers. fhe men, knowing its virtues. 
crammed their chelh w:ch it; and one man, 
whofe ie,Is were ulcerated, was perfectly cured 
by the ufe of it. 

Here they cut down a tree J 8 feet in circum
ference, 
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ference, and 44 feet in clean body. It proved 
unfound, and th<::I<::Lm: unfit for the purpofe 
they intended it, which was that of a canoe; 
they therefore left it, and fet fail. 

On the 30th, they failed lauth; and in the 
afternoon they haJ a violent tornado. and faw a 
fpollt. This phenomenon appears at firft like a 
fmall ragged cloud, hanging Hoping from a 
black neavy cloud above, fmall at the bottom, 
feemingly no bigger than a man's arm. Un
derneath this the rea begins to be in gentle agi
tation, and gradually proceeds to foam and 
froth till a violent whirling eni'ues, and then 
it flies upwards in a pillar, the bafe of which 
may be about one hundred paces in com
paIs, but lelfening gradually till it decre;:fcs 
to the ftze of the fpOllt, with which it n~:::e~s. 

and through which the riling i~a,w:lter feems to 
be conveyed to increafe the cloud. As foon as 
the water reaches the fpoLlt, you then ite the 
cloud, that was at reft bc-f,m:, drive along wIdl 
incredible fwiftnefs, fucking up the water in i(c; 

courfe, and cauling ~, furiolls wind to By before 
it. Thus it will continue fometimes half an 
hour, fometimes longer, till breaking oft: all the 
water that remains below the fpout falls d,J,:n 
again into the fea, with a dreadful IV_';J~ :\IlJ 

violent agitation of the waves. Dampier rdates, 
that one Captain Records, of London, being on 
the coaA: of Guinea, in the year 1674, in a 111ip 
of 300 tons, was overtaken by one of thde 
fpouts, which broke before he could well furl 
his fails to receive it. On its breaking, it made 
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the fame kind of noife as if a cafl:le or fome im
menfe building had been plunged from a great 
height into the fea, and raifed the billowS' in 
proportion to its height. The fury of the wind, 
at the tame time, took the fuip on the ftarboard 
bow, and fnapt off tbe boltfprit and foremaft 
both at once like rotten fticks, and drove the 
thip along ready to overfet her; but th,e fuip 
prefently righting, and the wind whirling 
round, took her again on the oppofite quarter, 
and [napt the mizzen-maft as the fore-maft and 
boltfprit had been [napt before. Three men 
were in the fore-top when the fore-maft broke, 
and one on the boltfprit, when they fell into the 
fea; but all were raved, and the fuip with dif
ficulty carried into port. 

December I ft, they continued to move now
ly along, and on the 4th they came up with 
the north-weft end of the ifiand of Bouton, 
where their ihikers killed fome turtle, and 
brought with them an Indian who conduCl:ed 
them to a harbour, where they had an interview 
with the Sultan, and where they were permitted 
to purchafe whatever they wanted, and where 
Captain Read was prefented by the Sovereign 
with a little boy who had a double fet of teeth, 
one fet within another, on each jaw. 

On the 12th, they took leave of the Sultan, 
and were about weighing anchor; but when they 
expeCl:ed it to rife, being hooked to a rock, the 
cable came home without it. As foon as they 
were loole, finding the anchor irrecoverable, 
they ilcned [0 the fouth-eaft, and fell in with 

fome 
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fome iQands five or lix leagues from Callafufung 
harbour. They appear(d very green; and as 
they paifed them in the night they heard drums 
beating, but whether for mirth, or fpreadillg 
an alarm, they knew not. ~ 

:Ill On the 20th, they pailed the iiland of Omba, 
and faw in it many fmoaks by day, and fires by 
night, but obferved no inhabitants. From Omba 
they paifed by Timor, where, meeting with 
tornados and fhong gales of wind, they endea
voured to !!ct clear of the !hoals, and fiood off 
fouth, inte~ding to touch at New Holland to 
try w hat that country would afford. 

On the 4th of January, 1688, they fell in 
with the coaft of New Holland in lat. 16 deg. 
50 min. S. and, fieering elole in, came to a 
point from whence the land trends eaft and 
foutherly for 10 or 12 leagues, but how far 
foutherly Dampier fays he does nat know. That 
able navigator, however, pronounced, that, if it 
was not a continent, it neither joined to ACta, 
Africa, nor America. They fell in upon the 
weft fide, and examined but a fmall pari: of thili 
vaft traCt of land, of which Captain Cook, in 
his late voyage round the world in the Endea
vour, traverfed the eafiern coaft for near 2000 
miles, and has lef~ it fiill doubtful whether it is 
ifland or continent. There is a remarkable dif
ference between Dampier's defcription of the 
part he viCtted on the weft, and that de1cribed 
1;>y Captain Cook in the fame latitude on the 

.~ ~aft fide. "The land," fays Dampier, ,. is of 
.~ a dry fandy foil, ddlitute of water, except 

. F f f ~ ,~ you 
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u you make wells. There are divers forts of 
" trees; but the woods are not thick, nor the 
" trees large. Moft of them were dragon-trees, 
" of the fize of apple-trees-we compared the 
" gum with the gum·dragon we had aboard, 
" and found it the fame-we faw no trees that 
" bore fruit. We faw no ;:nimal, nor any track 
" of animal but one, and t;l;lt was of a beaft of 
" the fize of a mail:iff-dog-few land- birds. and 
" none bigger than a black bird-few fea-fowls-
" ftw fifh, turtle and manatee excepted. The in. 
" habitants are the moil: miferab1e people in th~ 
" world -without houfes-without cloathing
" without conveniences' of any kind-and, fet
" ring afide their human fhape, very little diffe
" rent from brutes. They are tall, ftrait bodied, 
" thin, and fmall limbs; thc:y have great heads, 
" round fore-heads, and large brows. Their eye
" lids are always half-elored; they have great 
" bottle-nofcs, full lips, wide mouths,and the twO 
" fore-teeth in the upper jaw wanting in all of 
" them; but \',' he: 11::r they dra w them out or not, 
" I know not. [Captain Cook fays, thofe on the 
" oppolite fide have thtir teeth entire.] They 
" are long-vifaged--wlthout beards-of an un
" plea flOg afpect. with no one graceful feature 
" in their faces-the-ir hair black, fhort, and 
" curled like negroes-- J lid their colour coal
"black. They live in companies, 20 or 30 
" ~ 'n, women, :1nd children, together-their 
" tood is fifh, and their manner of catching them 
" is in weirs acro[s little inlets of the rea, in which 
" (:very tide leaves fome-they have no inil:ru-

" ment~ 
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" ments to take great fin1-in other places they 
" filh for cockles, mulcles, perivv'inklc:s, but of 
" thefe there are but few-of what they catch 
" all partake alike-all watch the tides-for all 
" depend upon the fea for their fupport; the 
" earth producing neither herb, root, pulfe, or 
" any fort of grain. Thefe poor creatures, adds 
" Dampier, have a fort of weapons, confifi:ing 
" of a piece of wood Ihaped fomewhat like a 
" cutlafs, and a long il:raight pole with a {harp 
" end hardened in the fire: with thefe they 
" made a {hew of frightening us; but on firing 
" one gun, they all ran away frighted." 

Such is the defcription given by Dampier of 
the people of the north part of l\' ew Holland; 
and it is not a little afi:onifhing, that a man, by 

'once touching upon their caar.:, could fa mi
putely defcribe a people with whom he could no 
otherwife converfe but by figns and gef1:ures. 
The crew made an acquaintance with fame of 
them, and gave them meat, which they readily 
devoured, but paid no regard to the ihip, nor 
did they feem to admire any, thing that was 
fuewn or offered to them. While the {hip reo 
mained here, where nothing was to be gotten. 
Dampier endeavoured to per[uade the men to 
carry her to fame Englilh factory; but that 
too being told the Commanders, he was threat
ened to be fet a{hore" and left among thefe mi
ferable beings. 

On the 12th of March they quitted New HoI. 
land, WIth a view to fail to the ine of Cocos, in 

lat. 
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Jat. I Z deg. 12 min. S. but the wind being Con· 
nary, they chofe to bear away to the illands on 
the weft of Sumatra, with which Dampier fays 
he was well pleafed, as he then might have an 
()pportunity of making his efcape from them. 
They met with nothing worth notice till the 
28th, when they fell in with a woody illand, 
where they killed boobies and men-of-war birds 
as many as the £hip's company could eat, and 
where they found a land animal refembling i1 
large crab without its great claws, fuch as Sir 
Francis Drake met with in the illand ofTernate, 
and which being drdfed, was excellent meat. 
Thefe creatures burrow in the ground like 
rabbits, and two of them were as much as a 
man could eat. 

They made but a {hort fray at this iOand; 
and, proceeding on their courfe, on the 7th of 
April they C:lme in fight of the high land of 
Sumatra; and on the J 3th they came to a fmall 
il1and called Triae, 14 or IS leagues to the weft 
()f Sumatra, w here they loaded .their boats with 
cocoa-nuts, and ftruck fometurtle to fupply their 
table, having now nothing but rice to live upon. 

They continued cruifing among the Wands 
to the weft of Sumatra; and, on the 29th, they 
orne in fight of a fail, to which they gave chace. 
and on the 30th they took her. She proved. <l 
proa. with four men belonging to Achin. laden 
with cocoa-nms and cocoa-nut oil. They took 
out of her as much as they thought fit, bored a 
hole in her bottom, and funk her, keeping the 

four 
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four men prifoBers. All this coaft is known to 
the Englifll by the name of the Weft-coaft, with
out adding the name of Sumatra; and the prifo
nersthewed the channels and openings to the iQand 
of Achin, where the Englifu had a faCl:ory, to 
which many on board wifued to find a pa{fage. 

The 4th of May they came in fight of one of 
the Nicobar iOands, the fouthernmoft of which 
lies about 40 leagues tothe N. N. 'vV.of Sumatra. 
The inhabitants of thefe iflands are independent 
of every other people, and trade with the fhips 
of every nation indifferently that happen [() 
touch tlpOn their coaft. Their chief commodi
ties are ambergreafe and fruits, the former of 
which they adulterate abominably; and Cap
tain Welden, who touched at thefe iQands a few 
weeks before their arrival, purchafed fame at a 
low price that was worth nothing. 

On the 5th of May they anchored at the 
N. W. end of the iQand of Nicobar, properly fa 
called, in lat. 7 deg. 30 min N. Here Dam
pier quitted the free· boaters, but not without 
fome difficulty. He knew it was impoffible to 
do it by fl:ealth; and therefore aIked Captain 
Read, as foon as he learned that the thip was 
about to fail, to fet him on {hare on this il1and. 
He fays, he had another motive for fraying at 
this particular place, befides that of leaving Cap
tain Read, which he always intended, and that 
was, that. he had here a profpeCl: of commencing a 
profitable trade for ambergreafe with thefe people, 

and 
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and of gaining a conGderable fortune to himfelf; 
for, by rowing with the natives, and conforming 
to theircuftoms and manner of living, he ima
oined he lhould be able to learn how they got 
~heir al11bergreafe, and likewife the whole fecret 
of preparing it. Captain Read, thinking this 
as obfcure a place as any, and being willing, no 
doubt, to be rid of a man who was for ever ex
citing the company to oppofe him, very readily 
confented; and Datnpier as readily took him at 
his word. In an inftant he got all his moveables 
together, and Howing them in the {hip's canoe, 
he prevailed upon fame of the people to row him 
al1lOre, and to hnd him on a fandy bay" near to 
which were t.vo houfes, but without inhabitants. 
He had not been landed an hour before Captain 
Teat and three or four armed men came to fetch 
him on board again. He tells us, that if a cabbin
boy had Ct.11 it:nt for him he {hould have return .. 
ed; but he no fooner entered the {hip than he 
found the whole crew in an uproar, feveral others, 
encouraged by his example, infilling to be fet 
alhore Jl!.;.ewife, among whom was Herman Cop
pinger, the furgeon, \\I~o having jumped into 

• the boat with a gun in his hand, [wore he would 
thoot dead the firfi man that oppored him; yet 
John Oliver, the quarter·mafier, leapt into the 
canoe to him, and wrenched the gun from him: 
he was prc:i<:ntly followed by others, who forced 
Coppinger again on board. When this tumult 
was appeared, and the furgeon again in their pof
fdIion, they fufte:red Dampier, with two other 

male: 
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rnalecontents (a Mr. Hail, and a failor named 
Ambrofe), to depart quietly; and the man who 
rowed them on !hore, having concealed an ax, 
gave it them at parting, well knowing what a 

. valuable pre1ent it would be ,to conciliate them 
to the Indians. There three Englifhmen were 
foon joined by the four prifoners taken from the 
Achinefe proa,~and the mongrel Ponuguefe, for
merly taken from the Chinefe junk, all of whom 
Captain Read fet on !hare before he departed. 
They were now eight in number; and, having 
concluded to leave the iOand, and row to Suma:.. 
tra, at 40 leagues diftance, they purchafed a ca
noe of the natives for an ax; and, having pro
vided a fufficient quantity of provifions for their 
fubfiftence, they all embarked on the 20:11 of 
May, in order to proceed; but they had no 
looner put to fea than the canoe overfet, and 
turned bottom upward~. Being near the !hare 
they preferved their lives by fwimming; but 
though the Englifh recovered their cheLts and 
fire-arms, yet their books and papers were mi. 
ferably defaced by the fea·water; their powder 
efcaped without injury, being fealed up. Though 
this accident feemed an unfortunate olltfet, yet 
it proved the means of their future fafety; for 
while the Englifh were drying their books. and 
cleaning their arms, the Achinef,~ employed 
themfelves in fitting up their boat with Ollt

leaguers, which are beams placed acrofs the body 
of the boat, projeCting a yard or two over the, 
Jides. and united at'the extremities by tran[ve'rfe 

VOL. I. G g g boards , . 
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boards jointed to the ends; while thefe remain 
entire, the veffel can never over-fet.. Befides the 
out-leaguers. the Achintfemen had provided a 
good itom maU,and had contrived a fail. And 
thus fitted out, on the 15th of May they again 
embarked; but their provifions being exbauft
ed, it was neceffary for them to repair to a dif
tant part of the iOand, to procure a fupply. Here 
a mifunderil:anding arofe between them and the 
natives, which by the prudent management of 
Dampier was foon accommodated. He obferves. 
that there is not a people upon earth that he 
fhould b~ afraid to approach unarmed and alone,· 
provided no previous injury h<\d been done them 
by any of his company unprovoked. An E uro
pean has it always in his power to inlinuate him
felf into the favour of the moil: favage people 
by forne Oight, by {hewing them fome toy, by 
fmiles and fubmiffion. al!d even by {hewing them 
the limple knack of lighting a match with a flint 
and nee!. The only danger, h~ adds, is from 
their fide onfet, becaule their way is to abfcond, 
and kill by furprize ; if therefore their firn: fury 
can be avoided, the fiercdt of them becomes 
gentle as a lamb. 

The natives being again brought to good hu .. 
mour, they were prefently furniihed with fuch 
provifions as they wanted; and they again em
barked on their former project. At their firn: 
fetting out, the wind was fair, and the weather 
hot; and they proceeded rowing and failing as 
occafion required, Mr. liall and Dampier t~k-

109 
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ing it by turns to manage the helm. However, 
after two days labour, they found that they had 
fteered a wrong courfe; and, inftead ofapproach
ing Sumatra, they were but eight leagues from 
Nicobar. They then changed their courfe, but 
were !till fo violently oppoled by a contrary cur
rent, that on the third day they had made but 
little way. 

On the 18th the wind frefhened, and the lky 
began to be clouded. About nine in the morn
ing they had an alarming prefage by a circle 

. round the fun, which in that climate is an in· 
fallible fign of an approaching ftorm. They 
therefore, after fome confultation, concluded to 
ftand before the wind to whatever land was right 
a-head; and for that purpofe they furled their 
fail, fetded the yard about three feet above the 
boat's fides, and in this manner prepared to re
ceive the ftorm. About 12 at noon the gale 

, came on, and the wind continued increafing all 
the afternoon. The fea fwelled to an incredible 
height, and often broke over the little 1kiff 
,(hardly fa big as a below-bridge wherry, only a 
fmall matter deeper, but not fa wide), which, had 
it not been for her out-leaguers, could not have 

. furvived a fingle moment; but the thinnefs of 
her body, and the firmnefs of her out-leaguers, 
were her fecurity; for the ftern being high and 
narrow~ cut the rolling waves like the edge of a 

. knife, and divided their force; fa that what fell 
in the lkiff came down like' a !hower, and was 
e,afily baled out by the Achinefe. The evening 

(.3 (?; g 2 of 
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of this d\lY fhe~ed very dreadful. Dampier9.s 
own wqrds will ,beft defcribe his f~e1ings: 
~~ The H::y looked very black, fays he, being 
" covered with dark clouds; the wind blew 
" hard, and the rea was already roaring in a 
" white foam a,bout us; a dark night coming 
H on, and no land in fight to fuelrer us; and 
" our little ark in danger to be fwaUowedby 
" every wave; and, what was worft of all, none 
" of us thought uurklves prepared for another 
"world. I had been in many imminent dan
c, gers before now, b~t the worft of them aU 
~, was but a play-game in c9mpa,ri1on with .this. 
C' I mull: confefs that I was in great conflicts of 
" mind at this time. Other dangers came no!: 
Co upon me with fuch a leifurely and dreadful 
4' fo1emnity; a fudden ikirmifh or engagemen.t 
" was nothing when the blood was warm, and 
<c pulhed forwards with eager expeCtations; but 
U here I had a lingering view of approaching 
" death, and little or no hopes of efcaping it ; 
~. and, I mlla confefs, that my courage, that had 
" hitherto kept up, failed me here; and I made 
" very lad refiectionson my former life, and look
" cd backward with horror and deteftation UpOll 
" actions which before I diGiked, but now I 
" trembled at the remembrance of them. I had 
" long before this repented me of that roving 
" courfe of life, but never with fuch concern as 
"now. In this temper of mind, fubmitting 
" ourfelves to God's good providence, and tak
" ing all the care we could to preft:;rve Ol,1r lives~ 

" Mr. 
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cc Mr. Hall and I took turns to fieer, and the 
" refi took turns to heave out the water; and 
" thus we provided to fpend the mofi doleful 
c, night I ever was in. About IO o'clock it 
U began to thunder, lighten, and rain; but the 
U rain was welcome to us, having drank up all 
" the water we brought from the ifland. The 
~, wind at firll: blew harder than before; but with
" in half an hour it became more moderate, and 
U the rea alfuaged of its fury. And then by a 
~, lighted match, of which we kept a piece 
,. burning on purpofe, we looked on our com
,. pafs, to fee how we fieered, and found we 
" varied but little from our intended courfe: 
" and, finding our veifel lively enough with 
~, that fmall fail which was abroad, we began to 

" bear up to the true point to which our views 
" were directed. But about two in the morning 
" we had another guft of wind, with t~under, 
" lightning, and rain, which obliged us again to 
c, put before the wind. The hard rain foaked 
c, us fa thoroughly, that we had not one dry 
" thread about us, and the cold rain chilled us 
" extremely; for any frefh-water is much colder 
" than the [ea· water, and much more unwhole
" fame for man's body. In this wet, ftarving 
"condition, we fpent the tedious night. Never 
" did poor mariners on a lee· {hare more ear
~, neftly long for the dawning light than we did. 
U At length the day appeared; but with fuch 
~, dark black clouds near the horizon, that the 
~, prit glimpfe of th~ d,awn appeared dreadful. 

. " We'; 
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• , We continued our courfe before the wind till 
" eight in the morning of the J 9th, and then 
" one of our Achinefian friends cried out, Pula 
"Way. We, thinking the fellow had faid Pult 
c.e Away, were at a lofs to conceive his reafon ; 
,e but prefently obferving his motions, we found 
U he pointed to his companions to {hew th.em 
"land. We, dropping with wet, cold, and 
" hungry, were overjoyed at this fight. It bore 
Ie fouth, and the wind was ftill at weft, a ftrortg 
'e gale; yet with our fmall fail, no bigger than 
I' an apron, we changed our courfe, and bore 
Ie up to it. Here our out-leaguers did us great 
" fervice; and, though our boat's fide was 
" prdfed down very much, we could brook it 
" well enough, and next day we ran to th~ 
" mouth of a river in the iOand of Sllmatr~, 
" called PalTange J onca, where all fell ill of fe
u vers, of which fome died; and I that furvived 
~' was a who!eyear before I recover'd my ftrength." 

Here they ftaid ten or twelve days, and were 
kindly entenained, becaufe the Achinefe told the 
natives, that they were prifoners on board the 
pirate as well as themfelves, and that they were 
all fec' albore together. Hall and Dampier were 
tlrongly importuned to ftay, to af1.ill: in improv
ing their navigation; but, longing to get home, 
they chofe to be conveyed to the Englith fa<;
tory at Achin: a velTel was there(ore p~o'lidt;d 
for t~em, and in three days they arrived fafe. 
Three days after their arrival, the Portllguefe 

die~ 
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died, and Ambrofe lived but a (bort time after 
him. Dampier and Mr. Hall, after palling ex
amination, were kindly entertained by Mr. Drif
eai, an Irilh gentleman. interpreter to the fac
tory; and the four Achintfe were rdtored to 
their families and friends. 

Dampier was fo drenched by a Malayan doc
tor, that he never expected to 1urvive the effects 
of the potions he prdcribd; yet after more than 
fixey evacuations from one dofe, he gathered 
ftrength daily; and, after his health W1S a little 
refiored, both Hall and he undertook to fail with. 
Captain Bowry to N:cobar. 1 his Capt. Bo-.. ,ry 
was the gentleman who fent the letter from Su
matra to Mindanao, already fpoken of, w',icn 
involved a double miftake. Bowry imagined an 
Englllh factory to fubfifi at Mindanao, and the 
Englifu at Mindanao, from Bowry's letcc-r, ima
gined there had been an Englifh factory at Su
matra. They failed from Achin·road the be
ginning of June; but, a fiorm coming on, they 
prefentiy returned. About this time Captain 
Welden arrived from Fort St. George; and 
Dampier engaged to fail with him to Tonqueen, 
in China, and afterwards made a voyage to Ma
laeca. His next ramble was to Fon. St. George, 
and, after his return from thence, he came to 
Beneouli, an Englifh factory on the wefr coa!t of 
Sumatra; from whence, about the beginning of 
,69 I, he fet out on his return to England. 

After his return to Achin from his voyage to 
Malacca, he found there one Mr. Morgan, for-

. merly 
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merly belonging to the Cygnet, who was then 
mate of a Danifu tbip belonging to Tranquebar: 
and being curious to know the fequel of the ad
ventures of his old companions, was told by 
Morgan, that, when they left Nicobar, they di
rected their courfe to Ceylon ;but, not being able 
to weather that iOand, they vlere forced to feek 
refrefhment on the coaft of Coromandel, where 
they began to form new projects; but their 
fchemes not fucceeding, about half their nUI11-
ber left them, among whom were Morgan and 
Coppinger, who both were entertained in the 
Danilh fervice, and two or three others repaired 
to Fort St. George; but the main body went up 
the country, and lifted in the army of the Great 
Mogul, where a few of them continued orderly 
for fame time; but Oliver, the quarter-mafter, 
and a party with him, foon left the camp, and 
rambled about, plundering and robbing the vil
lages, and flying whenever they were purfued. 

Captain Read, having thus loft the better half 
of his men, after having filled his water and 
got rice, failed again, ftill intending for the 
Red S~a. He had taken off Ceylon a rich Por
tuguefe fhip, and had plundered her of what he 
liked; but not being able to bear lip againft the 
wefterly winds, he frood for the i!land of Ma
dagafcar. There, after various adventW"es, 
Captain Read, with half a dozen of his fol
lowers, flipt away from the reft of the com
pany, and embarked in a {hip for New York. 

Capta!Q 
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Captain Teat fucceeded Captain Read in the. 
command; and, having joined Captain Knight, 
of whom mention has been made before, they 
failed fome time: in company; but the Cygnet 
proving leaky, Knight gan: her the flip, on 
which ihe retlll'ned again to Madaga{car, and 
finally runk in St. Allgllfbn bay. 

While Dampier was at Fort.::)t George, there 
arrived a ihip from Mindanao, laden with clove
bark, on board of which came Mr. Moody, as 
fupercargo. This gencJeman, while at Minda
nao, purchafed the Prince of Meangis, of whoie 
country mention has already been made in the 
former part of this relation. This unfortunate 
Prince, with his mother, and fame attendants, 
had been driven off their own coaO: by a fiorm, 
and had been feized at fea oy fome Mindaneian 
fiiliermen, who brought them to Mindanao, and 
fold them for {laves; a common practice among 
favage iflanders. The Prince attraCted the no
tice of Mr. Moody by the curialis manner i!1 
which he was painted, and wbich, by Dampier's 
defcription, exaCtly correfponds with that of ta
taowing among the New Zealanders. His defign 
was to have brought him over with him to Eng
land; but Mr. Moody fpeaLing the Malayan 
~nguage, and being otherwife well qualified to 
manage the company's affairs at a new factory, 
he was perfuaded by the Governor of Fort .':le. 
George to accept of the Chieffhip of Indrapore, 
in the room of Mr. Gibbons, who had juO: re· 
fig ned in order to return home. Upon this un· 

VOL. l. H h h expeCted 
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expected promotion, Mr. Moody importuned' 
Dampier to go with him to be his gunner, and, 
in order to encourage him thereto, prom iCed to 
purchaCe a imall vdfel to carry the Prince and' 
his mother to their own country, and to fend 
him as Commander, with full power to eibiblilh 
a commerce with Meangis, which could not fail 
of turning greatly to the advantage of all con
cerned. This was a generous and friendly of
fer which Dampier could not refufe; and ac.., 
cordingly he embarked in a company's coafiing 
ibip, in which there were ieven or eight officers 
paffengers, and about 60 foldiers for the new 
fadories. They had a plealant paffage till they 
came upon the weft coalt of Sumatra, when 
a ftorn! arote, by which they were driven from 
till'll' intended port, and forced to make the har
loJour of Bencouli. At Bencouli they were all 
very kindly received, and the gunner of that 
fort being jull dead. Dampier was offered the 
poit, with a more' ample Cabry than Mr. Moody, 
in a newly-dlabllfhed faa:ory, could venture to 
allow. Dampier conCented to accept of this 
appointmem, provided Mr. Moody approved 
or' it; and Mr. Moody, not being certain of 
being able to fulfil his engagement, Co far as 
dIe fame related to the Prince of Meangis, very 
readily gave Dampier leave to contraa: with tne 
I~()vernor of Eencouli; and. at the fame tim,:, 
al1igned to him a half-fhare in the twO {laves, 
the Prince and his mother, that he might noc 

, be 



CAPTAIN DAMPIER's VOYAGES. 419 

be a fufft:re~ by kaving Fore St. Geor.ge tq fo~·· 
low him. 

,Matters being thus accommodated, Mr. 
Moody repaired to his il:ation at Indrapore~ 
and Dampier with the two {laves continued at 
Bencouli. They lived at a hoare in the town~ 
and Dampier was accommodated in the fort. 
All this paffed in 1690; bue, before the year 
was expired. Dampier grew tired of his office, 
and, wanting to get home, applied to the Go~ 
vernor and Council for his difcharge. The Coun
cil thought ie highly reafonable that his requell: 
!hould be granted; and the Governor made no 
qppofition, there being at that time no !hip in 
readinefs to carry him off: but, as he had fore
feen, when the De/mee, Captain Heath, bound 
for England, came into harbour. he then made 
many excufes. and at length abfolutely refufed 
to permit him to go. In vain did Captain Heath 
remonfirate; and in vain alfo did Mr. Goddard, 
the chief mate, intereft himfdf in Dampier's reo 
It:aie,-tbe Governor was inflexible. The Defence 
had touched at Indrapore before fhe put into 
Bencouli; and Mr. Moody had conGgned the 
other half-fhare of the !laves to Mr. Goddard, on 
having been previoufly acquainted by letter from 
Dampier of his intention to fail for England. In 
confequence of this alIignment, toe Prince who 
fome time before had been attacked with an in
feCtious diftemper, of which his mother died, anc;l 
of whkh he was but juft recovered, was PUt on 
board the Defence; and it was privately agreed 
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between Captain Heath and Dampier, that, if 
the latter could make his efcape, the former 
would undertake to carry him fafeoff". Accord-' 
ingly, when all the compa~y's bufinefs was com.
pkted, :lnd the letters put on board, notice was 
given to Dampier of the precile time when the 
iliip was to fail; " and, fays he, after feveral 
" affays, I Oipt away at midnight; and, creep· 
" ing through one of the port-holes of the forr, 
ce I got to the thore, where the thip's boat wait
,. ed for me, and carried me on board." 

On the 25th of January, 169 I, they fet fail 
for the Cape of Good Hope; and, the wind be
ing fair, they proceeded· at firfl: very fuccefsfully: 
but they had not been long at fea before the men 
began to droop, being attacked with a difiemper 
that ftole inienfibly upon them, and before they 
thought themfelves ill were ready to die. Dam
pier attributes this fatal diforder to the badnefs 
of their water, which was filled from a river fed 
by many noxious fl:reams from the low fwalnpf 
la:1Js that in the dry feaion, as i~ were, drained 
their dregs into it, which at times were as 
black as ink. Befides, it was ftowed among the 
pepper in the hold, which heated it to that de
gree, that every morning when the men went to 
take their allowance, it was 10 hot, they could 
hardly bear to hold a bottleful of it in their 
hands; " a thing fcarce to be credited, fays 
I' Dampier, that water iliould be ready to boil 
I, in a iliip's hold." This diftemper was fo 
,univerfal, that not a man in the iliip was wholly 

unaf. 
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unafieCl:ed by it ; fo that when the wind blew & 

hard gale, there wanted hands to work the thip. 
u Captain Heath, pitying the condition of his 
,men, difiributed every day among them a quan
tity of tamarinds, fome jars of which he had 
brought with him from India; and this was a 
very feafonable relief: but the wind coming 
fouth, and the paffage being already protracted 
to an unufual length, the Captain called the 
whole {hip's crew together, to confult what was 
beft to be done in the prefent extremity, and 
defired every man, from the higheft to the low
eft, to deliver his opinion freely. Thus all cir
cumftances being duly confidereJ, it was unani
mouOy agreed at lall, notwithftanding the wind 
was then contrary, to.profecute their voyage to 
the cape. Bur as that determination would in
fallibly require a more than ordinary exertion of 
labour from thofe that were well, to fupply tht: 
place of thofe th3.t were fick, the Capwin rrG~ 
mifed a month's extra pay to ev::ry m:lO who 
iliould affift on all occaGons that lhould re(;~!r;: 
help, whether it was his watch or not; and thi,. 
premium he engaged to pay at the cape. This 
()ifer was firft ac.ce~)tl'd by the Officers, and then 
as many men as were capable of duty entered 
themfelves upon the roll. I n a iliort time, it 
pleafed God, fays Dampier, to favour us with a • 
fair wind, which being improved to the befr 
advantage by the inceffant labour of thofe new
lifted men, wafted liS in a iliort time to the cape; 
and, being brought fafe to an anchor by theaili( .. 
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tance of 100 Du~ch failors, who unbent the fails; 
aI:1d did every thing for us they were required to 
do. the fick were prefently"fent on 1hore. where 
they remained about fix weeks, and all but three 
or four recovered. 

On the 23d of May they failed from the cape 
in company with the James and Mary, and the 
Jofiah Indiamen. They directed their courfe 
towards the illand of St. Helena. and met with 
nothing remarkable. except a fwelling fea, which 
taking them on the broad fide. rolled every thing 
about that was loofe between tr.e decks and in 
the hold. This greilt tumbling fea took them 
foon after doubling the cape; "an eminent 
" token, fays Dampier; that the fauth-weft 
" winds were now violent in the higher lad
e, tudes towards the South Pole, we having fine 
" clear weather all the while." 

On the 20th of June they arrived at Santa, 
Helena, where they 1l:aid four or five days, and 
afterwards continued their voyage to England 
without any remarkable incident; and arrived 
fafe in the Downs, Sept. 16, 1691. 

What advantage Dampier and his partner 
Mr. Goddard made of their painted prince is 
not related; but they certainly fold him to be 
carried about the country to be !hewn for money. 
He was painted all down his breaft, between his 
fhoulders, on his thighs, and round his legs and 
arms like bracelets. "I cannot, fays Dampier, 
U liken the drawings to any ;jgure of animalS. 
(~ or the like; but they were very curious, fun 

" of 
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" of great variety of lines, fiouri(hes, chequered
U work, and innumerable convolutions, keeping 
u a very graceful proportion, and appearing very 
" artificial, even to the wonder of all that be
e< held him." It has already been remember
ed, that the mother of the Prince died in India 
of the infeCtious diforder of which he was but 
juft recovered when he embarked for Europ~. 
On that occaGon Dampier did what he could to 
comfort Jeoly, for that was the name they gave 
him; but he took on extremely, infomuch that 
it was feared he could not have long furvived ; 
on which account a grave was immediately dug 
to hide the dead body out of his fight; and being 
{brouded decently with a piece of fine new ca
!:co, the corpfe was about to be interred; but 
J eoly was not fatisfied till he wrapped all his mo
ther's doaths about her, and two new pieces of 
chintz that Mr. Moody gave her, faying they 
wer:: her's, and (he mllft have them. After this 
he fu£fered her to be interred, which was done 
with great folemnity; but he continued to pine 
after her during the whole time he continued in 
India. 

In the printed rebtion that was given of him 
",',en he was filewn for a fight, the fllowmen 
heightcnd their account with a romantic ftory 
of a beautiful fifter of his being a {lave with 
him at Mindanao, and of the Sultan's falling in 
love with her, and taking her to his bed; but 
r!l':fe were aories indeed! They reporred alfo, 
~ha~ the paint with wbich he was ornamented 

was 
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was of fuch virtue, that ferpents and all veno
mous creatures would fly from him: but poor 
Jeoly was as much afraid of [crpents, fcorpiolJlt, 
lind cenripecies, as a liule child, for he was cx
£eedingly timorous. He died at Oxford, but 
Dampier does not tell the year. 

The publication of the above voyage round 
the world having recommended Dampier to the 
notice of per[ons of the fira eminence; he was 
afterwards employed by government in difcove
fies, both in the Eaftern and Southern Seas. His 
filft expedition was to the coaft of New Hol
land, which could have no other objett but dif
€o'/ery in view. He failed from the Downs, on 
jan. 14, 1698, in his Majefiy's ihip the Roe
buck, carrying only 12 guns, and 50 men, and 
having 20 months proviflOns on board. On the 
lit of Auguft they fell in with the weaern coaft 
of .New Holland, in lat. 26 deg. S. where, how
I:ver, they found nothing very different from 
what Dampier had before defcribed. The only 
land animals they faw, were a [mall fort of ra
coons, different from thofe of the Weft· Indies 
chiefly in their legs, which are fbort before, and 
on which they run jumping; and a fort of gua
no's, or lizards. peculiar to the country, whicA 
appear to have two heads, but in reality have 
but one, and no tail; and, w hat is no lefs remark
able, their four legs feem to be all forelegs, fo 
formed as that the creature may walk either way. 
To thefe may now be added the kanguroo, a 
C;11;L:! \·IJde of a particular ihape, as lar,ge as a 
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1heep, and a creature of the oppofi"um kind, dif .. 
covered by Mr. Banks; with dogs and wolves 
feen by the Endeavour's crew; of the latter fort 
fame were feen by Dampier's men, bue fo lean 
that they were nothing but fkin and bone. In 
latitude 23 deg. S. they faw dolphins, and fmall 
whales, and abundance of fcuttle-fuells, fwim
ming in the fea. 

Captain Cook found plenty of water on the 
eaO: fide of this iOand; but Dampier was much 
difi:refied for want "f it on the wdl: fide. Being 
afhore employed in digging a well, he was 
afi"aulted by ten or twelve of the natives, with 
whom he had a 1kirmilh, and was forced to fuoot 
one of them dead, to difengage a young man 
who was furrounded by three of them, and 
wouDded in the cheek with a lance. On a 
gun's being fired over the heads of the aiTailants. 
though it fi:artled them at firO:, they foon reco
vered their fmprize, and continued their hofti .. 
lities; but as foon as they faw a man fall, they 
were terribly frightened, and fled with precipi
tation. Dampier very humanely adds, that he 
attempted the natives no farther, being vt:ry 
forry for what had happer-ed. 

Among the natives engaged on this occafion, 
there was one who by his appearance and car .. 
riage feemed to be the chief of them. He was 
a young briik man, not very tall, nor fa perfon
able .as fome of the reft, though more aCtive and 
courageous. He was painted with a circle of 
white pigment about his eyes, and a white fireak 
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down his nole from his forehead to the tip of it .
his breaft and fame part of his arms were alfo 
made white with the lame paint; not for beauty 
or ornament as it (bould feem, but, as fome wild 
Indian warriOls are raid to do, to make them
fdves look more terrible in war. He was indeed 
a very frightful being; for the manner in which 
he was painted, adding to his natural deformity, 
gave him more the appearance of a monfter of 
the woods, than of a man born of a woman. 
Dampier in this fecond voyage to New Holland, 
confirms what he faid of the nati-ves in his tirft, 
that they are the worft featured favages he ever 
beheld. Captain Cook, on the contrary, or his 
editor, a!fures us, that their features are not dif
agreeable, their nofes are not flat, nor are their 
lips thick; their teeth are white and even, and 
their hair naturally long and black, but univer
fally cropt {hort: in general it is ftraight, but 
iometimes has a limB curl; their beards are of 
the fame colour with their hair, bulhy and thick, 
which they {horten by fingeing: they are of the 
middle ftature, in general well made, clean limb
ed, remarkably vigorous, active and nimble; 
their countenances not altogether void of ex
premon, and their voices remarkably foft and 
effeminate. Such are the different defcriptions 
given by voyagers of the fame people; or, to 
Ipeak more precifely of people on the eaft and 
weft fide of the fame continent; for which i~ is 
not eafy to accoUnt. 

Ou~ 
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Our voyager, however, not being able either 
to find frelh water, or a harbour to careen his 
fhip, fet fail from this miferable country about 
the beginning of September, 1699; and, direc
ting his courfe to the ifland of Timor, arrived 
there September 15~ and received a fllpply of 
water and provifions from the Chief of the 
Dutch factory there. He was likewife holpi
tably entertained by the gentlemen of the Por
tuguefe fatl:ory on the fame ifland. From thence 
he failed to the coall: of New Guinea, traded 
with the inhabitants, and ranging along the C63ft, 

found the main land divided into two parts. To 
the eall:ernmofl: divilion he gave the name of 
New Britain. 

In his return back he touched again at Ti
mor, and from thence failed to Batavia; where 
having careened his lhip, and fupplied himfdf 
with neceffaries of eveiY kind, on the 17th of 
October, 1700, he fet fail for the Cape of Good 
Hope; from thence continuing his voyage to 

St. Helena, he arrived at that i!1and January 31, 
17°1 ; but in his courfe home his {hip fprung 
a leak at fea. and, after endeavouring in vain to 
Hop it, he was obliged to run her a-ground on 
the iOand of Afcenlion; where having landed 
his men, and taken from on board all necelfary 
provilions, they in a {hart time difcovered a fine 
fpring of water, and lived tolerably, till they 
were at lall: relieved by fome Englifh men-of. 
war, who were convoying home the Canterbury 
Ifldiaman, and brought then; all fafe to England. 

Iii' 2 In 
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In 1703, n~twithftanding the bad futcefS' of 
the voyage juft mentioned, Dampier was again 
employed in an expedition to the South, Sea, in 
conjunction with Captain Pulling, wr·') had each 
a lhip of 26 guns, and 120 men under his com
mand. That commanded by Captain Dampier 
was called the St. George; and that by Captain 
Pulling, the Fame. They were viCtualled fot 
nine months, and had commiffions from his 
Royal Highnefs Prince George of Denmark, 
then Lord High Admiral, to proceed in a war
like manner againfi the French and Spaniards; 
and both were upon the fame terms of, No pur
chafe no pay. But while they were in the Downs, 
fome difference having arifen between the twei 
Captains, Captain Pulling fet fail alone, and left 
Dampier to take his own courfe; who, fiopping 
fome time in Ireland, was joined by the Cinque 
Ports galley of 90 tons, 16 guns, and 63 men, 
Captain Charles Pickering Commander. In this 
expedition, Dampier had three grand objeCts in 
view: the fir/I was, to fail to Buenos Ayres, in 
order t6 furpriie the :'panilb galleons that ufually 
take in their bling at that port; the fecond de
pended on miffing the fira, in which cafe they 
were to pafs through the firaits of Magellan to 
cruife upon the coacts of Peru, for the Baldivia 
iliips that carry gold to Lima; and the third 
was only to t.:1:e place, if both the former mif
carried; and was, to proceed to the coaft of 
Mexico, to intercept the Manilla Ibip that an
nually arrives at A, .. ;mico, and is {aid to be 

worth 
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worth eight or nine millions of pieces of eight, 
equal to a million and a half of our money. 

Full of thefe projeCts, they fet fail from Kin~ 
fale, in Ireland, on the 11 t.h of September, J 703~ 
and on the 25th arrived off Madeira, where they 
learned that the galleons were failed from Buenos 
Ayres, and then lay at Teneriff. The firft pro. 
ject being thus defeated, they proceeded to put 
the fecond in execution with all poffible difpatch. 
On the 24th of November they anchored on the 
ifiand Le Grand, on the coaf\: of Brazil, where 
they buried Captain Pickering, and chafe Lieu
tenant Stradling in his room. 

From this iiland they failed the 8th ofDecem~ 
ber; and, doubling Cape Horn on the 20th of 
January, they changed their direCtion, failed to 
the northward, and on the loth of February 
came to an anchor in the great bay of Juan 
Fernandez, where they met their confort Captain 
Stradling, with whom they had parted in paffing 
Cape Horn in a violent f\:orm, which happened 
on the 26th of January. 

At Juan Fernandez they continued refitting 
their !hips till the 29th, when feeing a fail, they 
flipt thei,r cables, and put to fea. She proved 
to be a French !hip of 400 tons, 30 guns, and 
full of men. The St. George fought her about 
feven hours, w hen a gale fpringing up, fue fueer
ed off. On this occafion, the Cinque Ports be
haved but indifferently, firing only a few guns~ 
and lying by. 

Next 
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Next day, in returning to Juan Fernandez; 
they fell in with two French men of-war of 36 
guns each; from whom they narrowly efraped, 
leaving their cables, anchors, and five or fix of 
their men belonging to the Cinque Ports on that 
illand, with a new fuit of fails, and feveral other 
necefi"aries which they could ill fpare~ 

They now proceeded upon their ferond enter
prize; but they were equally unfortunate in that 
as in the former. The Baldivian {hips were fail
~d, and the gold fecured. They then meditated 
a furprize againft the town of Santa Maria, in the 
gulph of Panama, where the Spaniards getting 
intelligenceoftheirdefigns, laid ambufcades, and 
after killing and wounding feveral of them, put 
the reft to flight. 

In this manner, difappointments fucceeding 
difappointments, differences began to arife be
tween the Commanders; and they concluded to 
part company. But about this time, a large {hip, 
fortunately for them, coming to an anchor in the 
night clofe by them, they inftantly boarded and 
made prize of her. She was deeply laden with 
flour, fugar, brandy, wine, about thirty tons of 
malmalade of quinces, a confiderable quantity 
offalt, with fometons oflinnen and woolen-cloth. 
This proved a feafonable fllpply ; and provifions 
that were before fo fcarce, that only five green 
plantains were the daily allowance for fi~ men, 
were now fo abundant on board the prize, that 
they might have laid in a ftock for feveral years; 
yet in leis than fix months we find them ftarving. 

Afti:~ 
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After rummaging the prize and dividing the 
fpoil, the Captains parted; and in two or three 
days, Dampier fell in with a Spani1h man-of war, 
fitted out on purpofe to take him. The two 
1hips had a [mart engagement, and parted in the 
night by confent. 

Soon after this engagement, Dampier and 
Clippington, his firft Lieutenant, having fame 
difference, Clippington feized upon the 1hip's 
tender, in which were the ftores and ammunition. 
and with 21 of the beft men weighed anchor. 
and fet fail. When he had cleared the il1ands. 
he fent to invite all thofe who were willing to 
fail with him to come on board; but Dampier~$ 
Jan: project being now on the point of being car
ried into execution, the men who remained with 
him refolved to abide the ifiue. Clippington, 
though he had quarrelled with the Captain, had 
no mind to diftrefs the men; he therefore 
thought fit to reftore the powder and ammuni
tion, referving only enough for his own lI[e. In 
the bay of Tacames, Dampier had taken a fmall 
bark of 60 tons, laden with plantains. This 
bark they intended to keep .. as a tender. She 
had two mails, with two [quare fails; and they 
named her the Dragon. 

The Malter of this bark, Chriftian Martin by 
name, was a Spaniard by birth. but taken prifo
ner while he was a boy, and bred up in Eng~ 
land. This man they kept prifoner on board; 
and now proceeded to intercept the Manilla 1hip. 

On 
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On the 6th of December in the mOJ.;ning. they 
faw a fail, and fooll came up with her. She prov
ed their laft hope, the great Manilla iliip, from 
the Eaft-Indies. They inftantly bore down UPOfl 
her, and before ilie could bring her guns to bear 
gave her leveral broad-fides; and, taking her un
prepared, put the company on board in the ut
moft diforder. Captain Martin, though a Spa
niard, advifed to lay her aboard immediately, 
before the Spaniards had recovered their fur
prize; but that advice was difregarded till it 
was too late; for while two parties were quar
relling on board the St. George, the one for lay
ing the enemy on board, the other nor, the Spa
niards got Out a tier of 24 pounders, everyone 
of which that took place was ready to fend thQ 
St. George to the bottom. The affailants were 
therefore foon beaten off with difgrace, after 
having received a iliat between wind and water 
in the powder room, by which two feet of plank
ing was driven in on each fide the fiern. And 
now, being difappointed of this their laft expetla
tion, all the men grew difcontented, and impa
tient to return home. However, they were pre
vailed upon to cruife a few weeks longer on the 
coaft of Mexico; and with that view paffed the 
ports of Acapulco, Port Angels, Port Guatll1co, 
and feveral others; but without meeting with 
any prize worth waiting for. 

III fuccefs is generally fllcceeded by difcon
tent; the men who were before impatient of fa
tigue without reward, grew now ungovernable. 

A party, 
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A party, therefore, formed the deGgn of return
'ing home by way of the Eaft-Indies; and thefe 
were encouraged by Mr. Funnel. the chief mate, 
who, having the command of the fmall Spanilh 
prize alreadly mentioned, determined to haz~rd 
every thing to regain his native country, rather 
than continue under the direction of a man with 
whom there was no keeping terms, He there
fore embraced the firft opportunity to reach the 
gulph of Amapalla, to new-water his bark, and 
prepare for his voyage home; 

It fhould feem, that this voyage of Dampier~ 
though countenanced with a government com
mimon, was notwitht1anding fitted out by pri
vate adventurers; for, on this occaGon, the 
owners agent is faid to have divided the provi
fions and ftores between thofe who chafe to re" 
main with Dampier, and thoft: who determined 
to follow the fortune of Mr. Funnel. Their 
whole number was already r:;dt'cc:d to 60 dfec-L • 
tive men, 33 of whom choft: to accompany Fun-
nel, and 27 only remained with Dampier, but 

.upon w hat terms they en3J2";:d, or what courfe 
they purfued afterwads, we are r,ut told; for 
Dampier, though he returned home, never pub
liOled any. account of this voyage. What we 

'have related concerning it, in order to complete 
his adventures, as far as our materials extend, I 
w,.e have extraCted from the account publifhed 
~y Fun~el; who, having left Dampier in the 
gulp~of A:roapaIla, on the l~ofFeb.ruary, 1705, 
takes no farther notice of his Captain; but goes 
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on with the flory of. his own voyage, which was 
indeed unfortunate enough'; fQr his {hip was 
fei zed by the Dutch at Amboyna, the goods 011 

board confitcated, and moLl: of the men cruelly 
ufed, being confined and half-ll:arved by our 
good friends the Dutch, who were jealous left 
they ihoulG make cifcoveries prej udic ial to their 
commerce. Funnel himfeJf, however, foon got 
releafed; and, having made flrcing reprefenta
tions againft the authors of his fufferings at 
Amboyna, he at length obtained fame ibewof 
redrefs; with which, though not a compenfation 
for his loffes, he was forced to be contented. 
On the 2d of November he, with two of his com
pany, got paft1ge to Europe in the Dutch Eaft-· 
India fleet; and, on the 15th of July following, 
arrived fafe in the Texel, from whence, after 
vifiting the principal towns in Holland, he came 
to England, and publiilied the account juft 
mentioned, in which he followed the example of 
Dampier, by giving a defcription of the natural 
produCtions of the iilands at which he touched, 
their inhabitants, arts, and commerce. 

We can find no traces of the latter part of the 
life of Dampier, who feems to have been an able 
navigator, but of a reftlefs turbulent fpirit, like 
the ocean On which he was bred. He certainly 
poffdfed the art of failing in a very eminent de
gree; but he wanted that happier art of concili
ating the wavering difcordant paffions of his fol
lowers and affociates. He (eems, too, to have 
been more cautious than brave, more fubtle 

than 
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than wife. and more enrerprizing chan fortl1nate. 
In all his engagements, both as an inferior om.. 
c~r and as a commander, he {eems neither to 
have braved danger nor to have feared ic. Ic is 

not eafy to determine, whether his thirft for gold, 
or delire of knowledge, was the governing prin
ciple that led him to range the world for new 
difcoveries. If the former. he {eerns totally to 
have failed in the pmfuit; if the latter, he was 
more fuccefsful. At Mindanao, we find him 
poor; at the Bathee iOands he laments the want 
of every article that eGuld purchafe from the na. 
tives a fmall fpecimen of the yellow metal tha~ 
bore the relemblance of gold; but withal fo ho
neft, that he would neicher take the iron belong_ 
ing to the owners of the {hip co give in exchange, 
nor would he take the metal from the inhabitants 
without an equivalent. In 111orr, I think, we may 
conclude, from what he himfdf has written, thac 
Dampier was a man of ftrong natural parts, of 
blunt manners, of quick difcernmenc, inflexible 
in his refolutions, but deficient in natural qua
lities to command refpeEt, and in acquired abi

lities to maintain it. 
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MASTER COW LEY 

ROUND THE WORLD. 

O F Maller Cowley -we can find no other 
. account than what is contained in the 
voyage written by himfelf; therefore, we !hall, 
in his own words, preferve fuch parts of that 
voyage as have not already been related in the 
voyage of Dampier; premifing only, that his 
firfl letting out among the buccaneers was in 
the fame prize, in which Dampier fet fail from 
Virginia, under the command of Captain Cook; 
~ha[ he continued to ferve that Commander, as 
~afler, during his life; and that, after failing 
fometime in confort with Captain Eaton in 
the South Seas, he chofe rather to ferve that 
gentleman than to continue with his own Cap
tain's fucceffor. One remark more, and then 
to proceed. We find him, in every collecHonof 
voyages in which he is introduced, diilinguifhed 
by the appellation of CAPTAIN Cowley, though 
the highell employment to which he ever feems 
to have arrived, was Mailer on board the buc
caneers before-mentioned; who, during the 
time they were fuffered to commit their ra
vages, traverfeq the globe as wolves the fa-

rell, 
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reft, merely for the fake qf whom they might 
Qevour. --J, We find, however, but few of them 
fuccefsful ; by far the greatell: part, like other 
robbers, died miferaWy; and fuch of them -as 
efcaped with life, were, at certain tim!!S, ex
pored to fufferings not lefs £hocking to human 
nature, than the dill:relfes to which they reduc
ed innocent people by their cruelty and lull: for 
gold. But now to proceed: 
. In Augull:, 1683, I departed, fays C9w1ey; 
from Cape Charles in Virginia, lying in latitude 
36 deg. N. and in longitude 305 deg. in the 
good fhip called the Revenge, Captain John 
Cook, Commander, pretending to me, that I 
fhould navigate the fhip to Petitguavaz, where 
a Frenchman was the Governor, and to which. 
POrt I began to fhape my courfe; but was told, a~ 
foon as we had left the {hore, that they were now 
bound for the coall: of Guinea, to provide a bet
ter {hip; and that then their defign was to fail 
to the Great South Sea. I was thereupon ob. 
liged to alter my courfe, and to freer E. S. E~ 
forthe Cape de Verd Iflands in lat. 16 deg. N. 

In the month. of September, we made the 
iGand of Salt, where we came to an anchor, 
careened our fhip, and afterwards failed to St~ 
Nicholas, where was held a confultation of of. 
ficers, whether to fail direCl:ly for the South 
Seas in their prefent {hip, or purfue their former 
refol~ltion and proceed to the coall: of Guinea to 
feek a better. After much debate, it was at 
length concluded, to try St. J ago~ aDo~her of the 

, Cape 



43 8 MASTER COWLEY;s VOYAGE.', 

Cape de Verd i£lands, and, if any fhip was found 
in that road fit fOf their purpofe, to lay her on 
board, and make her their prize. 

On our approach to this ifiand on the eal1:ern' 
fide, we defcried a large fhip from the maG:
head, which proved to be a Dutch Eaft India-
man of 50 guns, and, as we afterwards learnt; 
of 400 men, moft of whom were on fhare; 
but on feeing us frand towards the road, they 
inl1:antly repaired to their pofts, clapt a fpring 
upon their cable, heaved their broadfide to us, 
ftruck out their ports below, and running out 
their lower tier of guns, made themfelves ready 
to receive us. We had now advanced too near; 
but marking their force, and that it was in vain 
to attempt a conquel1:, we put before the wind, 
and fleered direCtly to the coail: of Guinea, where 
we had no fooner arrived, than we fell in with a 
new fuip of 40 guns, which we boarded, and car
ried away. Upon examination, we found her 
well flared with brandy, water, and provifions j 

and 'in order to furnifu her with other necdfaries 
from our old fhip, we put into Sherborough, re
folving to touch at no other port till we fuould 
camero Juan Fernandez, in lat. 33deg. 4-0 min. S. 

About the beginning of December, we fail
ed from latitude 8 deg. N. fteering S. W. till 
we arrived in 12 deg. S. when we fleered away 
S. W. by W. till we came into foundings on the 
coaft of Brazil; and finding 80 fathom water in 
a fandy bank, we altered our courfe to the S. W. 
and about the latitude of 40 deg. S. found the 

fea~ 
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fea as red as blood, occafioned by great fhoalsof 
furimps, which coloured the ocean,.for many 
leagues together. We found alfo a multitude of 
kals, and fu~h abundance of fmall whales as to 
exceed the number found in the North Seas ill 
the proportion of one hundred to ten. We 
held on our courfe till we came into lat. 47 deg. 
where we faw land, never before difcovered. It 
proved an uninhabited il1and, to which I gave 
the name ofPepy's il1and, and at which fhips may 
conveniently wood and water, having a harbour 
where 1000 fail may ride in fafety. In this iOand 
we faw plenty of fowls, and round it there is no 
doubt abundance of fifh; but, it blowing a 
fiorm, we could neither dare to approach it, nor 
to examine its coafls. We thfrefore flood to 
the fouthward, fuaping our courfe S. S. Vo{. till 
we came into the latitude of 50 deg. S. and 
then fleering S. W. by W. rtf;.Jl,;lI'; not to at
tempt the ftraits of Magellan, but to make the 
land of Tel' del Fuego; and there, finding 
great riplings, and apprehending dc-uger, we 
refolved to attempt the paffage difcovered by 
Bartholomew Sharp, in 1681, and to fail round 
all, leaving Staten land to the N. ,With this 
view, hauling away S. W. we came a·breafl: of 
Cape Horn on the 14th of February, where, 
chueing valentines, and difcourfing of ri.e 
witchcraft of women, there arofe a prodigious 
florm, which continued till the laO: day of the 
month, driving us into latitude 60 deg. 30 min. 
which is farther than any fuip ever yet failed to 

th~ 
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the fouth ; fo that we concluded that talking ot 
the wiles of women at fea was very unlucky dif
coutfe. 

About the beg-inning of March, the wind 
coming to the fouth, we were foon wafted into a 
warmer climate; for in the 60th deg. the wea
ther was fo extremely cold, that we could bear 
drinking three quarts of burnt brandy a man in 
four-and-twenty hours, without being the leaft 
intoxicated. We fleered north.by-eaft till we 
came into' lat. 40 deg. S. where we fell in with 
the Nicholas of London, Captain John Eaton 
Commander; and, being glad of each others 
company, we failed in confortlhip to the ifiand 
of Juan Fernandez, where we found plenty of 
good fat goats, good fifh, wood,and water. [Here 
Cowley relates the flory of the Mofkito.man, the 
account of which has already been given by Dam
pier.] This iOand is naturally fortified; fo that 
with 100 men, and at 1001. expence, it may be 
defended from the attacks of 2000 men, in cafd 
of an invafion. [Accordingly the Spaniards have 
taken the hint; for when the laft !hips failed 
upon difcoveries, they found it fortified.] It lies 
J 10 leagues due weft from the port ofValparayfo. 

We fleered from this iOand north-north -eaft, 
till we made the high land of Arica, in latitude 
IS deg. S. Being before the bay, the officers 
of both !hips held a confultation whether beft 
to go into Arica- bay, or proceed farther on the 
coaft; when it was refelved to fail as low down 

as 
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-at Cape Blanco, and there wait for the Spal1ifh 
plate-fleet coming to the bay of Panama. This 
was an tl:.fortuna;e refolmioo ; for in Arica-bay 
TOC:' at that time a (hip with 300 toilS of GIver 011 

board, wi~ic:1 we miffed, and in the room of her 
took a timber-fuip bound to Lima, with 30 
han ~, on board, which at that time ftockt us 
with more mouth~ tIlar; we could well fpare meat 
to [Hi. With this Ih,p we tlil,_d away north t,) 

the Wand of Lobos, in lat. 7 deg. S. \v:lnc~ we fet 
our fick men on fhor~, though we could ;.'cicher 
find wood or water upon it. Here having heeled 
our {hips, at a general council it wa~ rtf6\ved, to 
attack the town of Truxi!i", in lat. 8 ..I,.. !~. N. ten 
miLs within land; and with this view jult as we 
were we'g:-::ing 2.nchor to prcced, lome of our 
people from the mail he:1.d ':!jJied three fail of 
ihips paw:l; by, w;1;ch we inLl~l1dy ran Ollt and 
took. 1 hd-::: {hips were all laden wi:h !jour. 

fruit, and fweet-meats; but having had intf'!li
genee ti12t we w'~re llFon the coall:, they had left 
all their 61 ver (t h_-ir iil ver·iervi ce plate not ex
cepted) on fhore. Their proviLions, however, 
werl: very acceptable; a;1d we now thJt~:~ht 
only of reeking a pr'-Jp:-r place to lay up oLlr 
ftores in fecmity, and where we might conceal 
ourfelves for five or fix months, to make the 
enemy believe t;,at we had (uriiken t1;eir feas, 
and that they had nothing to fear from frelh at
tacks. On this occafion, the ii1ands called by 
the Spaniards Gailapagoes,or Enchanted Il1ands, 
were propofed, and the ordy objection made was, 

VOL. 1. L lIthe 



442 MASTER COWLEY's VOYAGE. 

the u'ncertainty of finding them; but that being 
overcome, we weighed anchor, and after threl! 
weeks fail came in fight of the11), being feven
teen in number, to all which I gave diftinCl: 
names. We came to an anchor in a very good 
harbour, lying towards the northernmoft end of 
a fine iiland under the Equinoctial Line, in which 
(-Ie found plenty of filh, fea and land tortoires~ 
fowls of various forts, among which were turtle
doves, fo tame at firft that they would often light 
upon the hats and fhoulders of our men as they 
walked abroad; but not I:;eing able to fatisfy 
their hu 19ry appetite by catching them alive, 
the failors fo feared them at laft, by frequently 
firing upon them, t:1Jt they became, like other 
bird3, very !hy. 

This ifbnd I called the Duke of York's Iiland, 
near to which li:::s a fmall iiland, which being 
viewed in feveral directions, always affumed a 
different lhape. This I called Cowley's Enchant
ed lilane!. I examined ftveral others; but upon 
none of them found fre!h-w~ter, fave only upon 
the Duke of York's Wand. The bay in which 
we anchored 1 called Albany bay, and the har
hour York-road; ane!, after having laid up 1500 

bags of flour, with a quantity of fweet-meats, 
and other provifions, in a convenient ftore-rooms 
we failed to the northward, to try for fre!h water 
a fecond time; left, being diftreffed, we fhould 
be forced, upon fome future occafion, to feek 
relief in other harbours, when it might not be 
pollible for us to reach the prefent; but we 
. found 
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found good water in none of them; and, to our 
great furprize, we met with fuch a violent cur
rent, that when we would have returned to the 
Duke of York's Iiland, we could nor f!:em it; 
and we were obliged to bear away N. N. E. when 
the £irf!: land we made upon the main was Cape 
Trefpontas, upon the eall:ernmof!: £hare of which 
we watered our {hip. The firf!: day after our 
arrival, we buried our Captain; the Jecond day, 
three Spani£h Indians came down, whom our 
men brought on board. Being f!:riCl:ly examined 
concerning the frrength and opulence of the town 
of Ria Lexa, they gave very fatisfactory anfwers : 
but, while they were under examination, our 
long- boat being fent on fhare to get beef, a party 
of Spanifh Indians came down, and fet their boat 
on fire, and drove the crew for £helter upon a 
rock, where they were forced to remain till \',e 
fent another boat with 20 men to refcue them. 

We retained the three Indians, 'and led them 
with ropes about their necks as guides to con
duct us afterwards to Ria Lexa; but one of thern 
having got his neck out of the collar, made h ~~ 
efcape, and alarmed the town; [0 that our men 
returned very much difcouraged at this {econe! 
difappointment. We now found it neceifary to 
turn all our prifoners away to £hift fJr them
felves; and then directed our comfe to the gulph 
of St. Miguel, where we took two i!1ands, one 
inhabited by Indians, the other plentifully frock
ed with cattle; but for gold and filver, we got 
but little. Here we fraid and careened our [hips; 
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and here C~-,q;11 Cook's fhip and Captain Ea
ton's broke conforrthip; :lnd, both !hips being 
refitted, 1 fot on bogrd Captain Eaton, where r 
was entertained as his mailer, to navigate his 
filip to any place or port where he 1110UJd direCt. 

(It is now chat tht:: voyage of Mafter Cowley 
may be faid to commence. Hitherto he has gO'ne 
hand-in-hand with Dampier; but now Cowley 
purfues one courfe with Captain Ea~:;n, and 
Dampier another with Captain Davis, the fue
cerror of Captain Cook.] 

We in our fhip, continues Cowley, towards 
the middle of Auguil, fet fail from the gulph of 
Miguel fin the bay of Amapalla], fleering for 
Cape St. Francifco, wh<:re we chaced a fhip that 
efcaped from us; and then we bore' up to lati
tude 7 deg. S. where finding the country alarm
ed, we fiood for Payta, in lat. 5 deg. S. where 
we took two !hips lying at anchor; \\hich the 
Spaniard3 refuung to ranfom, we, by way of 
far.:wei, fet them on fire. From hence we fail. 
ed to Goncona, at which ifland we watered our 
fhip for th:: Eail,Indies. 

This il1and lies in lat. 3 deg. 15 min. N. and 
in long. 305 dcCJ;' E. ar.d as \(nn as we had fup
plied ourfdves with wood and water, we took 
our departure, fleering W_ N. \V. till we came as 
low almofl as the rocks of St. Bartholomew, in 
long. 240 deg. then we failed into lat. 15 deg. N. 
,iii we judged we were pail thole rocks; and 
then returned into 13 deg. N. whieh latitl1de 
we held till we made the iQand of Guam, in lat. 

13 deg. 
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13 deg. N. and in long. 150 deg. E. according to 
our reckoning; a~ which i!1and, when we arriv
ed, we had a very fickly {hip, no man being free 
from the fcurvy, and moft of us in a confuming 
condition. It was on the 14th of March about 
kven in the morning that we faw land. At 12 

o'clock we were in lat. 13 deg. 2 min. N. by ob
fervation, having made out on our failing, by 
judgment, 7646 miles, that is to fay, departed 
16 many miles from Gorgona by 10[s made out 
in longitude, which is about 2549 leagues. The 
next day we failed about the fouth well: part of 
the i£land, and came to an anchor in a fair bay, 
f:-:_-:~1 whence we fent a boat on thore, with a flag 
of truce; but, on landing, our p~ople found that 
the natives had burnt their hou[es, and had fled; 
b'JVle'/et, our men felled 'fome cocoa· nut trees, 
and brought a hundred or ~'"i'O of them on board 
to refrefh the crew. In the mean time a party 
of Indians r'j:::~d frer.; behind the buthes, and 
in a hoflile manner threatened to attack us; but 
we made i);ns of fr;~:-:~:£:li~, and one of t!1e In
dians returned to the wood, and having peeled 
a frick fo as to ma\e it appear white, he came: 
forward, when one of his companions perceiving 
that he had no cap to compliment our people, 
called him back, and prefented him with one for 
that purpofe. 

From Sunday the 15th till Tuefday the J 7th. 
we continued a free trade with the Indians; but 
on that day our men going over to a fmall j{}and 
on the weft fide of Guam, the Indians fell upon 

them 
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them with ftones and lances, which occafioned a 
fray, in which fome of the Indians were killed 
upon the fpot. 

Two days after, the Governor, who happened 
to be a Spaniard, came to a point of land near 
the fhip, and fent a letter written in Spanifh, 
French, and Dutch, demanding in the name of 
the King his Mafter, who we were, whither w~ 
were bound, and from whence we came? Our 
anfwer was written in French, that we were em
ployed by fome gentlemen in France upon the 
difcovery of the unknown parts of the world. 
On the return of the meffenger, the Governor 
fent a letter of invitation to the Ca ptain to come 
on /hore, with which he inftantly complied, and 
was received under a triple difcharge of cannon 
from the fort, which was anfwered by the fame 
number of guns from the fhip. They foon came 
to a good underftanding. Our Captain made an 
apology for killing fome of the Indians in his 
own defence; and the Governor gave for anfwcr, 
that, if he had killed them all, he fhould have 
efteemed the favour the greater. vVe were after
wards told, that the Indians on the fmall iOand 
were in rebellion. 

On Wednefday, about 12 o'clock, a Spaniili 
Captain came on board, and continued with us 
till 12 the next day. He brought as a prefent 
from the, Governor 10 hogs, a large quantity of 
potatoes, plantains, oranges, papas, and red 
pepper; in return for which our Commander 

rent 
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fent the Governor a diamond-ring, and prefent
cd the Officer with a rich fword. 

The next day the Governor fent on board a 
captain, a jefuit, and a friar, with a requeft 
to our Commander to fpare him fame powder, 
of which he was in want. This requeft was 
readily complied with; we fent him tour bar
rels, and offered him fouf great guns. The 
firfl: he thankfully received, and fent a box in 
which were 1600 pieces ot eight in gold and 
filver for the Captain to pay himfelf for the 
powder; but the guns he politely declined ac
(:epting. Our Captain returned the box with 
the money untouchr.:d, and afterwards received 
from the Governor a valuable prefent. 

'While mutual civilities were paffing between 
~he Govern0r anrl our Captain, ollr people went 
Out every day chafing the Indians, whom they 
had full licence to kill and deH:roy wherever 
they met with them; but they, finding us not to 
be Spaniards, became very traCtable, and offered 
to affiil: in fupplying U3 with filb and fruit, 
which they exchanged with us for old nails 
and old iron. After having tarried here fame
time, and a free intercourfe had been eftablilbed 
between the Indians on fuore and our people 
on board the fuip, the Indians made figns for 
as many of our men .as chofe it, [0 come and 
fee them haul the feine. Our men, not fufpea:
jng any defign, manned the boat, and went to 
look at them; but, while the men were amufing 
'~heri1felves with the fport, the Indians had very 

artfully 
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artfully brought their feine round the boat, with 
a defign to draw it on {hore, and thereby en
tangle both boat and crew; but the failors, dif
covering the plot, gave the Indians no time to 
carry it into execution; for, being provided 
with fire-arms, which they never went alhore 
without, they fired amongft the thickefl: of them, 
killed a great many, and drove the refl: away. 

Thefe Indians are large i;t ftature. fome of 
them being feven feet and a half high; they go 
ftark naked; never bury their dead, but let 
them lie in the Cun to rot. They have no arms 
but flings and lances; the lharp ends of the 
latter are poinred with dead mens bones, 
which, being cut like fcoops, and jagged at the 
edge~ like unto Caws, if a man happens to be 
wounded by them, and is not cured in nine 
days, he certainly dies. Our people took 
four of thefe treacherous favages prifoners. 
bound them, and brought them on board it 
but they had not been long among us, befor(! 
three of them leapt into the Cea, and with their 
hands tied behind them fwam away like filhes. 
However, we fent the boat after them, and 
found that :l ftrong man at the firft blow could 
not penetrate their fkins with a cutlafs. One of 
them, in my judgment, had received 40 bullet$ 
in his body before he died; and the laft of the 
three that was killed, fwam a good Englifh 
mile, not only with his hands tied behind him, 
but with his arms pinioned, before he expired. 

The 
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The Spanifu Governor's kindnefs increafed in 
proportion to the mifchief done to the Indians. 
He feot us, the fucceeding day, by one of his 
captains, thirty hogs, fome melons, pumpkins, 
potatoes, fruits, and rice; and received in return 
fix fmall patararoes. 

Having now new rigged our !hip, and fup .. 
plied ourlelves with wood and water, we began 
to prepare for our departure. On the firft of 
April, we weighed anchor, and next day came 
a-breaft of the fort, which we faluted with three 
guns, and were complimented with the fame 
number; and on the 3d the Governor fent his 
Ian: prefent to our Captain. On the 4th we fet 
fail, and fteered W. by S. tiWwe arrived at the 
height of St. Bartholomew, when we fhaped our 
courfe W. N. W. till we came into the latitude 
of 20 deg. 30 min. N. where we fell in with a 
duller of iGands lying to the north of Luconia, 
diftant from Guam 560 leagues. They feemed 
to be uninhabited; but the men who went a!hore 
in the boat, found abundance of nutmegs on one 
of them, and faw fome goats. 

From thefe iflands we fleered S. W. for the 
Wand of Luconia, and on the 26th of April 
Cape Bajadore bore from us eaft; after which 
'We came up with Cape Mindato, where the S. W. 
monfoon overtaking us, we were obliged to bear 
away for Canton in China, where we lay and re
fitted our /hip, and where we might have laden 
ourfelves with plunder from thirteen Tartar 
fuips, who came thither full of the richeft goods 
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of China: but our men, being under no go
vernment, refuied to attack them; faying, 
They came for gold and filver, not to be made 
pedlars to' carry packs. Bur, alas! had reafon 
prevailed, we might have all made our fortunes, 
without injuring any prince or fubject in chriften
dom; for thefe goods the Tartars had taken 
from the Chinefe about two years before, and 
had flored them at Macao, ail illand near Can
ron, to be taken away when they judged it con
venient. 

From Canton we failed for Manilla, to wait 
for the Tartar {hip tnat annually goes thither, 
and which, we were informed, was laden one half 
with filver; but, tho' we were fortunate enough 
to come in fight of her, yet the out-failed us, 
and efcaped. We then bore away for an illand 
that lies to the north of Luconia. intending 
there to fray till the wind came fair to carry us 
to Bantam, not then knowing that Bantam had 
been taken from the Englifh by the Dutch. 

A t this iOand we ftored ourfelves with fruit, 
goats, and guanos; which laft are here good 
meat: and here we found an Indian who di
reCttd us to an illand, w here there was plenty of 
gn::at cattle; but the wind foon coming fair, we 
made' fail ,to the fouthward, freering our courfe 
S. S. W. till we came into lat. 10 deg. N. where 
we were fo entangled among the illands of Pa
ragoa, that none of us ever expeCted to efcape 
with life. After three days, however, we very 

provl-
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providentially got clear; and flood in for an 
iiland at the north end of Borneo, where we 
hauled our fhip afhore, and eretted a tent, 
planting a battery of ten guns for our defence, 
in cafe of an attack from the natives. Here we 
unloaded our fhip, and, having provided [ulE
Ciently for our fecurity, we ranged the country 
for natives to trade with us; but they, havino-

. D 
never feen any whIte men before, were very 
fuy; and when, by chance, our men fell in with 
oneof their canoes that was full of women,(among 
whom was rhe queen of the country and her re
tinue) on the approach of our fhip's boat, they 
all leapt over-board; but, after taking them 
up, and treating them kindly, they laid afide 
ther fears, and grew familiar; and, upon our 
offning them civility, infi:ead of avoiding, they 
foon became fond of us. They brought us fifh 
in great plenty, with oranges, lemons, mangoes, 
plantains. and pine-apples; and, belides thefe. 
we exchanged fome trifles for bezoar, mufk, and 
civet, with which the iOand is well ftored. 

The year was now drawing to a clofe, when 
we fet fail from this little ifland, diretting our 
courfe for Timor, where, finding the fhip's com
pany begin to grow mutinous, and not under 
command of their Captain, myfe\f, Mr. Hill, 
and eighteen more, joined our forces together. 
and purchafed a large boat. in which we failed 
to the Wand of Java, diftant from Timor 30 0 

.leagues. The wind being contrary to carry us 
to Batavia, we bore away for Cheribon, a faCl:ory 
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452 MASTER. COWLEY's VOYAGE. 
b¢longing to the Dutch, lying eaftward of Ba .. 
tavia, where we were kindly received by the Go
vernor. There we heard that King Charles was 
dead; and that his brother James was proclaim
ed king; we heard alfo that Banta.m had been 
taken from the Englilh; and that the Dutch 
had erected a new fatlory in that Wand. 

Afterrefrelhing at Cheribon, we agreed to divide 
our twenty men into three parties; two of which 
chofe to fail for the bay of Btngal, and the third 
to ftay with me; but knowing that Balavia 
was the Hollander's magazine for India, we 
propofed firft to fail thither, and there to pro. 
vide for ourfe\ves as well as we could. Being 
all arrived, we were courteoully received by the 
General; and I, with Mr. Hill and another 
friend, who were all my party, were promifed 
ollr patrage to Europe in their Eaft-India fleet. 
About this time the G~neral was fending four or 
five !hips of war, with foldiers, to procure fa. 
tisfaction from the King of the Wand, tor an 
outrage that had been committed on a party of 
Hollanders, who, to the number of 80. had 
been flaughtered by the Javanefe. Thefefbips, 
it feerns, were originally detigned againfi: Sille
bar, an Englilh fettlement on the weftcoalt of 
Sumatra; but this aCt of hoftility happening to 
intervene, it had diverted their purpofe, and 
faved the factory for this time. There were 
no.w in Batavia twenty of us, who. on hearing 
thiS news, would willingly have repaired to Sib 
lebar; but the Dutch would by no means permit 

us, 
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us, though we had bought a noop for that pur
pafe. 11When we were juft ready to fail, the Ge
neralordered our {loop to be ieizcd. and ·whlfQ 
we remonftrated againft this incivility, they pro .. 
.d.uced a.n old Jaw, by which thl:) li.l~ects of the 
republic in India are forbidden to ieU any veffd 
to any foreigner; and they even went 10 far .". 
to impl:ifon thofe who had tranfgreifed it. tTo 
Ui~ indeed, tht:y gave the prime eoa. uf the noop, 
but pi\id \\S nothing for fitting her up., rl 

This project failing, Mr. Hill, another friend, 
and I, embarked on board the Salida Indiaman, 
bound to Holland; and, as we were putting Qut 
of the road, we faw our {hip Captain John Eaton 
coming in; however, we held our courfe; but 
6nd,ng the wind unfavourable, we turned down 
to Bantam to take in provifions, and from 
thence fteered to Prince's Wand, where we lay 
for a fair wind three weeks. About the end of 
March, we fd fail from thence, with the wind at 
N. W. and fuaped our courfe to the Cape of 
Good Hope. On the I I th of May, after a plea
fant patfage, we made the land called Point Pri
micra, bearing from us N. W. diftant 12 leagues. 
We had the wind at N. E. being dillant from 
the cape 560 mile~ the land treI!ding away 
S. W. by W. The fiih which came about the 
thip near the ifland of Mona, the 30th of March, 
left us now, when we judged ourfelves in latitude 
32 deg. 47 min. S. From the 15th of May to 
the 29th we had failed only 96 mile~ ; but obferv
ing next day, we found by our laUtude that we 

had 
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had a very {hong current, that had driven our fuip to the fouthward 34 miies farther than we judged ourfelves to be; for we thought we had been in the latitude of 33 deg. 41 min. S. whereas we found ourfelves in lat. 34 deg. 15 min. S. our courfe having been S. W. 40 miles. I argued the reafon with the chief mate of the lhip, and he told me it once happened in this place, that they lay a-trie with three main-fails, and the wind at W. S. W. three days; and when they took their obfervation, they found the fuip dri. ven to windward 200 Englifh miles; and likewife in lat. 36 deg. 37 min. they fay, they often find the like. 
From hence to the 27th nothing remarkable happened; but on that day we had the wind very furious, blowing a ftorm from W. S. W. We lay a-trie with our main-fails, and found we were in lat. 30 deg. 2 min. S. coming in with the land; and now the current went to the eaft-. ward, and we began to fear left we fuouid lofe our paffage by the cape. Our Captain, who had long been fick, was now judged to be paft recovery, and in the middle of the night died: this occafioned a great deal of confufion ; and, to add to our difficulties, our water began to fail, and we were reduced to a pint a day per man. Next day we heaved our Dutch Captain's corpfe over. board, when a council of-war was called, where. in it was refolved, that Captain Tominall, Commander of the Critfman, fuould command the Solida, and that Captain TominaH's chief. mate 

lhould 
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thould command the Critfman. The pilot alfo· 
of the Solida, whofe name was Houdin, was or .. 
dered on board the Critfman; but he refufed to 
go, and the men affemb1ed tumultuouOy, and 
declared, they would not part with him. The 
Lord Van Heldine was in a great rage with the 
fteerfman; but the crew were refo1ute, and he 
was obliged to yield. 

On the Ill: of June we again came in fight of 
land. It appeared like a round hill flat at top, 
and bore from us N. N. E. with a fmaller hill to 
the eaftward of it. Next day we were before 
the harbour of the cape, with the wind at north, 
and fine fair weather. On the 3d, at night, we 
came to an anchor in the bay before the came, 
in nine fathom water. Three days before we 
loft fight of the Critfman in the hard gale; but 
this day we faw a fail at fea, and concluded that 
it muft be the Critfman. Here we heard, that 
the Francis Maria was loft, with 400 men on 
board; and here likewife we were told, that the 
King of England had taken the Duke of Mon
mouth, and that he was beheaded. Another piece 
of news we learned was, that a Portuguefe carrae 
was caft: away upon the reef, having on board 
four millions of guelders in gold, fent as a pre
fent from the King of Siam to the King of Por
tugal; and that four Dutch fhips had likewife 
Hruck upon the fame reef, but that they had 
fortunately efcaped with very little damage. 

This day four of the natives came down to 
the city, dancing naked, and offering their wives 

to 
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to the Hollanders for little bits of tobacco. The,. 
were the filthieft men I ever faw. Next day my 
two friends and I walked about the town; in 
which are about 100 houfes, built very low to 
fave them from the boifterou! gales of wind that 
blow here in the months of December, January, 
and February: but the Dutch have here a {hong 
caftle, with 80 guns well mounted, and a fpa ... 
tious garden with pleafant walks, and planted 
with almoft every kind of fruit, flowers, and 
herbs. This is the greateft rarity that we faw at 
the cape. We walked, moreover, without the 
town to the village inhabited by the Hedman
dod~ (fo called by the Hollanders), who are the 
natives of the country. Thefe people are faid 
to be born white, but make themfelves black by 
~nointing their bodies, and expofing their-infants 
to the fun and fmoke. Their houfes, or huts, 
are built round, like the cabbins in Ireland of 
the wild Irilh, with the fire-place in the middle, 
round which they all lie in common, covered 
only with the fkins of fome beaft, and without 
any other bed than the allies of the wood on 
which they drefs their meat. They eat any thing 
that is foul, and will gather from the dunghills 
the offal that is thrown out by the Dutch to feed 
their dogs. Their men ate not at all jealous of 
foreigners; but will beat their wives unmerci
fully for lying with their neighbours. When 
the women marry, they cut off a joint of the 
middle- finger; and if the hufband dies, and the 
widow marries again, £he cuts off another joint f 

and 
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and fo ma.ny men as they marry, fo many joints 
of their [wgers they Ipf~. They are fuppofed t9 
worfhip the moon, becau[e at the full and change 
they affemble in great numbers, dancing and re
joicing when 'he {bines. but howling and lament
ing when they' are deprived of her light. 

It ~ppel1ed while we were at the cape, that 
one of the Hodmandods drank himfelf dead at 
the fort; of which his countrymen getting intel
ligence, they aifembled about him, and with oil 
and milk endeavoured to recover him; but, 
finding all their efforts vain, and that they could 
perceive no fpark of life remaining, they began 
to mai~e preparations for his funeral, which they 
Jlerformed in the following manner. They firil: 
brought knives, and fhaved him from head to 
t"QDi;; then, digging a hole in the ground, they 
carefully placed him in a fitting pofture, with 
his body and head ereCt. and his legs and 
tuighs ihetched out horizontally, and preifed 
down ftreight ; this being performed, they propt 
him up in this attitude with frones; and then 
~amea company of their women to howl over 
him. who accompanied their lamentations with 
a hidtWlls {bricking, as if death appeared before 
them in the !bape of a monfier, and was ready 
to devour them. After their time of mourning 
was over, they filled up the hole with earth, a~d 
covered it over with the green turf. 

During the time of our Hay at the cape, our 
people were chiefly employed in cleanfing and 
fcouring the filip, in fi(biog her mafts, and in 
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fitting and trimming her rigging. We al(o took 
in wood and water, (upplied ourfelves with frelb 
provilions; and, on the 15th of June, when the 
wind came fair, we were ready to fail. 

''''e were now three ihips in company, ~he 
Solida and Crltfman, who came together from 
Batavia, and the Emeland who came from Ben
gal. On Tuefday the 16th, we purfued our 
courfe to the N. W. and N. W. by W. till 
Tuefday the 29th, without any material incident 
intervening. We had no obfervation; but I 
judged we were in lat. 19 deg. 54 min. S. This 
day it was that I fpoke with an Englifhman on 
board the Emeland. that had been lome time in 
the Dutch lervice, who told me, that they came 
out in company with two Englifh {hips, one 
named the Refolmion, the other the Defence, 
with both of whom they had parted in a ftorm 
on the coaft of Coromandel; that the Refolu
tion was leaky, and that there were little hopes 
of her crew's being able to keep her above wa. 
ter. He told me likewife, that there were feve
ral Englifhmen in the King of Siam's fervice; 
that the Englifh Eaft-India. Company was but 
little regarded by the Moors; but that the in
terlopers were very much encouraged; and that 
one Mr. Deane, being their Chief, lived in great 
fplendor, never going out without 70 or So 
Moors to attend him. 

We had, moreover, this day great feafting on 
board lIS, the Commanders of the other fhips 
being invited to an entertainment. But while 

the 
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the men were loading the guns to pay the ui"Llal 
faIute, they were alarmed by a ftrange voice 
from the feat crying our, Come belp, come help, 
a man over-board! on which they forthwith 
brought the fuip to, thinking to take him up; 
but they neither faw, nor heard any more of 
him. Enquiry was then made through all tht: 
fuips. if any of them had Jolt a man; but upon 
the ftricreft examination, it appeared that every 
fhip had her proper complement; fo that they 
concluded it was the fpirit of lome man that, 
had been drowned in that latitude by accident. 

On the I Ith of July another very wonderful 
incident very much aftonifued our company. 
When we left Batavia we took a fue-goat on 
board, which had then two young kids about 
three weeks old. This creature was ob[erved to 
grow bigger every day; and all that our people 
could conjecrure was, that it proceeded from 
the unwholefomnefs of the water that made her 
fwell; but, to the aftonifument of all of us, fue 
how brought forth four young ones, although 
no male had been on board. 

On the 4th of July we threw one man over
board who died the night before, though no one 
knew of his being ill. He was an old Dane, 
who, having no body on board to take care of 
his effecrs, thole who firft perceived he was dead 
fell to rummaging his eheft. to fecure to them
idves what he had faved; bur, as in like cafes, 
they could not agree about dividing the plunder, 
the matter came to the knowledge of the Cap-
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tain, who made the thieves give up all they had 
ftolen, which he took. under his own care f()r 
the benefic of his family. 

On the 12th of July we came up with the 
Wand of Afcenfion, and next day took a new 
departure from thence. On the 20th we found 
we were in lat. 15 deg. N. And now a council
of·wai was called upon our Captain. His accu
fat ion was, that he had formed a confpiracy with 
five men more, to murder a perion of quality 
and his lady, with lome cLher paffengers 011 

board, .:nd that, when the murders "ere accom. 
plilhed, they were to feize upon their flc;.es. and 
run away wi,h li1-': Illlp. The pmfer wa:. the 
chief accu[er; but, upon examination, the whole 
charge leemed io improbable, and the man whQ 
broached the i}:ory denymg upon the trial WLa.r 
he had confidently alEr illtel before to tht l-,urfer, 
the Captain was honourably acquiued. and the 
villain punilhed. 

Wednefday the 2zd, we made out in longi. 
tude from the cape II deg. 56 min. judging 
ourfelves to be in long. 355 deg. 56 mio. And 
no wit was that I cut the fame Line which I did 
when I departed from Virginia in the year J 683. 
having encompaffed the globe; and cannot but 
note, that I have been farther foulhward than 
any man that lever heard or read of before me 
in this voyage, having, as 1 have already faid, 
reached as far as lat. 60 deg. 30 min. S .. 3'nd fo it 
happened, that, being bound to go north abollt 
Scotland to make Holland, I paff'ed about 60 

deg. 
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deg. north, though I mention this as no extra
ordinary thing. 

We met with no extraordinary occurrence till 
the 2d of Augu1l, when our Captain, after three 
days illnefs, died of a pain in his bowds. His 
~hief freerfman was made Commander in his 
room; but, though his caufe was w41rmly efpouf
cd by the inen on a former occafion, yet it was 
not till after much oppolition that they aC<Iui
cfeed in his prefent advancement. 

On the 5th of September, about IO at night, we 
bad a violent {torm, and we had like to have been 
-on b:Jard the Critfman; and, by endeavouring 
to avoid it, had well-nigh overfet our own fhip. 

On Sunday the 19th, when the weather began 
to clear up, I faw land, as did alfo two men more. 
1 fuppofed it to be the ifland of Shetland; but. 
our Captain would not believ~ it; however, 
about fix in the evening, the Critfman's people 
Caw land alfo, and let go the flag, 'Which nettled 
our Captain, who blamed his own incredulity. 

We came up with the me of Farley by the 
ud, fteered on, and on the 25th had the wind 
all round the compafs. About this time we 
came up with a Scotch fhip, who fleered fa that 
we ran her on board on her quarter; and, had 
we not Oackened fail, fhould certainly have fllnk 
her. Two paff"engers leapt into our fhip to fave 
their lives; but they happened to be more afraid 
than hurt. The fhip was called the Lion of Leith; 
;Jnd the crew told US J that the Turks lay at Ply-

mouth 
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mouth and Dartmouth, where they had viCtual
led and careened, and from whence they had 
occalionally ilipt out, and had taken 100 fail of 
Hollanders, and among them a Dutch frigate 
of 36 guns. which gave occafion to many hard, 
fpeeches againft the Englilh nation; though we 
found afterwards that the whole wa~ an idle 
frory, framed only to amufe the Dutchmen, and 
to flatter their humour by belying the Englilh. 

On failing next day with the wind at E. S. E. 
we found ourfelves in latitude 53 deg. 35 min. N. 
and I judged us to be on the \Veft-bank. At the 
fame time we came up with two fhips, one a 
Dane, the other an Englilhman from London, 
with whom I fent my quadrant, and with whom 
myfelf and my two friends would willingly have 
gone, if our Dutch lord would have given us 
leave; but he told us, he could not anfwer the 
letting us go, to his Mafters the States-General. 

On Tuefday the 28th, we came before the 
Maes, with the wind at E. N. E. When it was 
dav we faw the Brill Church, and came to an 
an~hor in 10 fathom water. On the 30th we 
got bread and beer on board. Next day we 
entered the harbour at HelvoetOuys, after we had
been feven months in our paffage from Batavia. 
Three days after our arrival, one of my two 
mates'died. and I made no great fray here but 
went to Rotterdam, where I found the Anne 
yar:ht. In her I came paffenger for England. 
and, through the infinite mercy of God, arriveq 
at London, OCtober 12 following. 
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Of Cowley's hiftary, as we can know nothing 

but from this relation of his voyage, fo it is not 
eafy either to form a judgment of his capacity, 
or of his acquirements. He feems to have been 
an excellent navigator, as we do not find, in the 
whole courfe of his purfuits, either that he was 
ever at a. lofs in finding the ports he fought. 
or that the (hips of which he had the direCl:ion 
were ever in danger of being caft away. The 
nature of his employment in a fubordinate fta
tion, led him rather to a habit of obedience 
than of oppofition; and therefore his quitting 
the {hip in which it was his choice to fail, is 
more to be wondered at, than that he iliould 
fieal away from his company at Batavia with 
only two friends. Perhaps his condua on this 
oecaGon might be owing to principle; for of 
the enormities committed by the buccaneers, 
with whom he was engaged, Cowley mull: be 
acquitted, becaufe he was drawn into their fer
vice by ·ftratagem; and a ftrong proof of his 
honell:y is, his embracing the firft fair opportu
nity of deferting them. 

We know there are writers, and thofe of no 
mean credit, who have taken pains to jull:ify the 
praCl:ices of the buccaneers, and who have ami

. buted to their difcoveries and to their exploits 
the advancement of the art of navigation, and 
the emolument of their country: but it neither 
appears to us, that their difcoveries were of any 
confequence in a national fenfe, or that the 
riches they brought home were a counter-balance 

for 
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for the lives that were,. facrificed in the acqui
Jition. 

Their d~koveries were chiefly of lurking
places to which they were forced to retire to 
e1Cape the purfllit of the enemy; and, as to 
she treafures they acquired, they were gem:raUy 
purchafed with the lives of many brave men, 
who, had they been employed in honeft com
merce, would· have gained profit to themfe1ves 
and honour to their country. 

It is not from the temporary e~curfions of a 
banditti that a nation can hope to become rich; 
nor is it by a hafty race round the world that 
the art of navigation is to be improved. The 
improvements of art are flow in their progrefs; 
and the acquilition of national wealth can only 
be obtained by a fteady perfeverance in induftry 
and commerce. It is, therefore, the true intereft 
of every commercial nation to difcountenance 
plunderers, and to applaud thofe only who are 
employed in cultivating the arts of peace. 

* •• Though 
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• * * Though the following relations may [eern 
fon:ign to our defign of giving an account 
only of the ,difcoveries of our Englilh navi
gators, yet we have judged them too curious 
to be here omitted. 

ExtraCl /ro172 a Dutch Relation if ROGGE

WEIN'S Dijcorvery if Eafter Ifland. 

" UP 0 N the 6th day of April, being 
in lat. 27 deg. S. and long. 268 deg. 

we difcovered an inand, hitherto unknown to 
any European; for which teafon, according to 
the ufual cuftom on the fid!: difcovery of any 
unknown la~d, we chriftened it by the name of 
;EASTER ISLAND t it being the anniv'erfary of our 
Saviour's Refurrection on that very day that 
we arrived there. As foon as the anchors were 
ready to drop, we obferved at a diftance a neat 
boat, of a very remarkable confi:ruction, the 
whole patched together out of pieces of wood, 
which could hardly make IIp the largenefs of 
half a foot. This boat was managed by a lingle 
man, a giant of twelve feet high, who exerted 
all his ftrength to efcape us, but in vain, becaufe 
he was furrounded and taken. His body was 
painted with a dark- brown colour. We tried 
with filch figns and words as are ufed here and 
there among the iflands in the South Sea, to get 
fome intelligence from him, but could not per~ 
ceive that he underftood any thing, wherefore 
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+66 JACOB ROGGEWEIN's VOYAGE: 
we permitted him to go into qjs boat again and 
depart. 'Two days afterwards the whole fea was 
covered with the favage inhabitants of this 
iOand, 'who carne fwimming round the !hip in 
fuch multitudes, that we neither could, nor did 
we think it advifeable to land. They clamber
ed like cats up the, !hip's fides with the utmoft 
affiuance, and carne aboard, where they did not 
appear to be in the leaft afraid of us, but they 
teemed very much furprized at the largenefs and' 
extent of' our lhips and rigging, and could not 
conceive the meaning of all that they faw; but 
their cmiofity was chiefly engaged by the great 
guns, which they could not enough admire, and 
which they frequently ftruck their hands upon, 
to try if the)· could not lift them up, and carry 
them off; but when they faw that fuch logs by 
[uch an attempt were too heavy for them, and 
could not be moved, thefe overgrown fellows 
flood abafhed, and were, in appearance, very 
much out of humour. They no fooner came 
aboard, than we immediately found that they 
were naturally as thievi!h and nimble· fingered 
as the inhabitants of thofe ifiands to which voy
agers have affixed the name of the lfiands 
of Thieves,- from the great propenfity of the 
people to rob and Heal, if they were not beaten 
from it. Rufty nails, old iron, and whatever 
they could catch or lay hold on, was equal to 
them, with which they jumped overboard im
mediarely. They attempted with their nails to 

fcratch the bolrs out of the filip, but thefe were 

too 
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too faft for them. Thefe huge fellows came at 
laft aboard in fuch numbers, that we were hard
ly capable to keep them in order, or keep a 
watchful eye upon their motions, and the quick
nefs of their hands; fa that fearing they would 
become too many for us, we ~lfed our beil: en
deavours to get rid of them in a friendly way, 
but they not feeming inclinable to leave us, we 
were obliged to u[e har!her methods, and drive 
there favages out of the /hips by force. 

" On the 10th of April we made for the ifland 
in our boats, well armed, in order to land, and 
take a view of this country, where an innumer. 
able company of favages il:ood on the fea fide to 
guard the fuore, and obil:ruCl: our landing; they 
threatened US mightily by their geil:ures, and 
{hewed an inclin~tion to await us, and turn u, 
om of their country; but as foon as we, through 
neceffity, gave them a difcharge of oor mqf1\ers. 
and here and there brought one of them to the 
ground, they loil: their courage. They made 
the moil: furprizing motions and geil:ures in the 
world, and viewed their fallen companions with 
the utmoft ail:onilhmenr, wondering at the 
wounds which the bullets had made in their 
bodies; whereupon they hail:ily fled with a 
dreadful howling, dragging the dead bodies 
along with them; fa the fuore was cleared, a~ 
we landed in fafety. _. 

" Thefe people do not go naked, as many 
other favages do; every perfon is cloathed in 
giiferent colours of cotton and worfted, curi
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ouay woven, or ftitched; but nothing mifue. 
comes them more than their ears, which are 
abominably long, and in mof!: of them hang 
upon the {boulders; fo that, though they them. 
felves look upon this as the greatef!: ornamenr~ 
they appeared very uncouth to us, who were not 
accuf!:omed to fuch; the more fo, as there were 
in them fuch extravagantly large holes and 
openings, that we could eafily put our hands 
through them. 

" Thus far my narrative will gain credit, be
caufe it contains nothing uncommon, yet I muft 
declare, that all thefe favages are of a more than 
gigantic fize, for the men are twice as tall and 
thick as the largef!: of our people; they meafur. 
ed, one with another, the height of twelve feet. 
fo that we could eafily, (who will not wonder at 
it!) without f!:ooping, have paired betIVixt the 
legs of thefe fons of Goliah. According to their 
height, fo is their thicknefs, and are all, one with 
another, very well proportioned, fo that each 
could have paired for a Hercules; but none of 
their wives came up to the height of the men, 
being commonly not above ten or eleven feet. 
The men had their bodies painted with .a red or 
dark brown, and the women with a fcarlet colour. 

" I doubt not but moil people who read this 
voyage will give no credit to what I now relate, 
and that this account of the height of thefe giants 
will probably pafs with them for a mere fable or 
fiction; but this I declare, I have put down no-

thing 
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thing but the real truth, and that this people, 
upon the niceft infpeCtion. were in faCt of ruch 
a furpaffing height as I have here defcribed. 

" After the inhabitants of Eafter Iiland had 
made trial of the ftrength of our weapons, as we 

have before related, they began to ufe us in a 
more civil manner, and brought us from their 
huts all kinds of vegetables. fugar canes, with 
yams, pbntains, and a great quantity of fowls, 
which came very a-propos, and tended to refre/h 
us greatly. 

" What I have feen of the worlhip and idols 
of thefe favages is very wonderful. Two ftones, 
of a largenefs almoll: beyond belief, ferved them 
for gods; the one was broad beyond meafure, 

, and lay upon the ground; upon this ftood the 
other ftone, which was of fuch extent and height 
that feven of our people with outftretched arms 
would hardly have been able to encircle it; fo 
that it appeared to me, and all others, impoffible 
that this ftone could have been lifted up and 
placed upon the other by the inhabitants of 
thefe iilands, how large and ftrong foever they 
might be; for, befides the thicknefs, !t was fully 
as high. as three men. About the top of this 
frone there was cut or carved the ihape of a 
man's head, adorned with a garland, which was 
fet together in the manner of inlaid work, made 
of fmall ftones, in a manner not very improper. 
The name of the largeft idol was called Taurico, 
flnd the other Dago; at leaft thefe were the words 

they 
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they called to them by, and wherewith they wor. 
fbipped them. 

" Thefe favages had great refpeCt for the two 
idols Taurico and Dago, and approached them. 
with great reverence, namely. with dancing. 
lhouting, jumping, and clapping of hands, in 
the fame manner as we read in holy writ, that 
the children of ffrael worChipped the golden calf 
which Aaron fet up; and when the cannon (of 
which they feemed to be in great terror) wer~ 
difcharged, and the heavy fhot founded in their 
ears, they made furprizing and wonderful gef
tures and leaps, and pointed with their finger, 

"firft to our people, and then to their gods, whom 
they appeared to fupplicate for help agllinfi: us, 
and to call upon with a frightful fuout, and 
howling of Dago! Dago! 

" While we lay before this Eafter Wand, a 
heavy tempeft furprized \.15, which preffed f9 
much on the fuips, that I had no thought but 
that they would drive from their anchors, anc;l 
we with them come to ~ miferable end on this 
eoafl, which God prevented, theftor'm being ~t 
laft appeafed, without havinO' done any damaae c "C 
to the Chips. 

" On the 12th of April, leaving this ifiand" 
we put to rea again, and fhaped our eourf~ to 
the weftward. 

" On the 20th of May-we came into the lati. 
tude of J+ deg. 41 min, S. where we fell in with 
a great number of funken rocks, rocks above 
water, and fmall if1ands, all entangled together i 

fo 
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fo that we were of opinion, they had been join
ed together in former times, and compofed one 
folid piece of land, but feparated from one ano
ther afterwards by a preffure of the waters. 
Among thefe an iOand appeared above the rell, 
the moft ftately and eminent, interfeCl:ed by 
many rivers and fprings of water, which there· 
fore was chriftened Water Hland by Schouten 
and Le Maire, who difcovered it in 1616, on 
their voyage to the Terra Aufrralis. In this 
labyrinth of il1ands and rocks, we had the woe
ful misfortune to lofe one of Our !hips, the 
African Galley, which ihuck upon the rocks, 
and beat to pieces. It may be accounted, how
ever, a happy circumftance, that all the people 
aboard were faved and brought off; and being 
divided among the two remaining fhips, were a 
reinforcement to their crews. It was impoffible 
for the fhips to approach very near the land. 
where no anchoring ground was robe found_ 
le is a low, fandy, and rocky il1and, being in the 
inland parts almoft all drowned land; but upon 
the borders it is full of trees, among which 
neither palmetto or cocoa-nut trees were to be 
found; which I believe is the reafon of its not 
being inhabited; neverthelefs, five of our men 
who went afhore willingly remained on the 
ifland, and would not return again to the thip~. 
being wearied oue with the hardfhips they had 
already fuffered, and fearing many more unfore
feen difafters were frill awaiting them. The lofs 
tlf the above-mentioned lhip would be a happy 

t;:ircum-
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circumfl:ance for tbem, {ince from the wreck f 

and what would be drove aJhore, they might be 
fupplied with arms, and all other neceffaries. 

" On the 25th of May we paffed by the iOand 
of Flies, alfo difcovered by the forefaid Schouten 
in his above-mentioned voyage. The inland 
parts of it are likewife full of fait-water, and it 
abounds in great plenty of wild green trees. It 
is i;;habited by favages of a large llature, armed 
with bows and ;m'ows. The iOand was very 
properly named, from the incredible quantity 
of nally flies wherewith it is covered, which alfo 
come aboard, and fall fo thick on the face, and 
other parts of the body, that one is at a lofs to 
conceal himfdf from them, and every thing one 
eats or drinks is full of them; they put us to 

great trouble for two or three days, when thefe 
uninvited guefts departed. 

" On the 29th of May we paffed among a 
number of rocks and iflands, from wbence we 
fometimes faw a fmoak afcend, a fign that they 
were inhabited; but we had no opportunity of 
going aJhore. This day we found ourfelves in 
lat. J 5 deg. 17 min. S. and long. 224 deg. 

" On the I ft of June, in 15 deg. 47 min. and 
long. 224 deg. we came in fight of an ifland hi· 
therto unknown to, and unlooked for by, any 
European. Thither .we went in our boats, in 
order to take a view of it, and to procure re· 
frelhments i when the inhabitants, who faw us 
approach from afar, came down upon the 1hore 
to make us return back, and to prevent our 

landing. 
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landing. They are people of an excellent !hape. 
well proportioned, and comely in perfon; and 
what is furprizing, their fkin is as clear and white 
as that of a native of HoI/and. They feemed to 
1hew a refolution to !tay for-us; for, as foon as 
we came near, they jumped like madmen into 
the water to meet us, and pufhed with great 
cruelty with their weapons, which confifted of 
fpears and lances, whore points were armed with 
a very fbarp wood as hard as iron: wherefore, 
being obliged to free ourfdves, and preferve our 
lives from this hoil:ile attack, we fired upon them 
with our n111fkets, which made thefe favage war
riors immediately ta.ke to their heels, and oblig. 
ed them to look out for a place of fafety; for as 
foon as they had tail:ed the deadly effects of thefe 
weapons, they turned their backs upon us, and 
fled to a high fleep rock, which they fcrambkd 
tip like monkies, with incredible fwiftnefs. 

" From thence, being convinced of our fupe
rior force, they gave us to underil:and, that all 
hoftilities 1hould reafe on their part, and they 
would treat with us as friends; and on our fide 
we ufed every means to allure them to us, being 
tn the utmoil: want of all manner of refrelhments. 
Every thing fucceeded according to our wi111es ; 
they brought us their commodities, con:iiting of 
cocoa-nuts, and a certain bit:er herb of the talte 
of Dutch creffes, which is found here in great 
plc:nty. For thtfe we gave them in exchange 
ieveral trifles and trinkets; fuch as lmalllook
ing-glaffes, gJaj~ bl:ads of all colour", comb, 
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bells, and a number of fuch toys of little value, . 
with which they were as well, and even better 
pleafed, than we were with the cocoa-nuts and 
bitter herbs, which, however, were much more 
aareeable and ufdul to us in our prefent condi
ti~n than gold and fi\ver, as we thereby enjoyed 
a remarkable benefit and amazing relief againft 
the fcurvy, \I hich had already brought us into 
a mofi: deplorable fituation. 

" Aithough it appeared by thefe mutual ex
changes that thelt: iavages were got into good 
underfhnding and friendlhip with us, we foon 
difcovered that this was no more than a feigned 
reconciliation, ferving only to deceive tiS and 
make us the more eafily fall into their 1nares, 
\vith which villainous inclination almofi: all the 
inhabitants of the iflands lying in thofe feas are 
infected; for as fome of our people, ordered to 
view and make a further diicovery of the coun
try, were palling betwixt the rocks and cliffs, 
along a fi:rait and narrow path, to fee the form 
and condition of the place, they were met by 
an old grey-headed man, who, although he nei
ther underltood them or they him, endeavoured 
by many figns and moti0ns to make them fen
fible that they were not in fafety, and that it 
would be befi: for them to return back; he point
ed to the road that brought them thither; and 
the better to make them underfi:and the tecret 
ambufh and the approaching danger, he took 
up a fi:one from the ground and threw it down 
I;x:fore him. How well (oever our people ought 

to 
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to have underfl:ood from this, that thofe barba
rians would attack them from the tops of the 
rocks with Hones, yet they paid no regard to 

the figns and admonitions of the good old fa. 
vage, but marched forward, trllftmg to thtir 
arms. They had not gone fOir before a dread .. 
ful 1hower of fiones came pouring lIpon them 
from all quarters,·when they leaft thought of it, 
in fuch large quantities and with fuch violence, 
that many of our people were thereby lamed 
and wounded, without being able to make re
fifl:ance in defending themfelves or driving the 
favages from above them, who had made their 
affault from too lecure a place; fo dut our 
people were con (hained to /lacken their pace, 
contrary to their inclirations, and rerum back 
with their wounded heads, b~ing very well 
pleafed however that they had efcaped fa wdl. 

" vVhat further regards thefe villains and 
traitors, I have already obferved that they are 
comely and well-proportioned in their perfons) 
and we;lr as an ornament pearls of a large fize, 
in their ears. A bout their necks and bodies ,;,:v 
wear, as a fingular orc;ament, the !bells of pearl 
oy fl:ers. As we received great benefit:::o j reo 
lief from our ficknefs by means of the bitter 
herb which is tound here in great plenty, and 
was given us by the favages in exchange for our 
toys, fa this new-difcovered illand was oy liS 

chri!l:ened by the name of the Verkwikking's 
ifllnd. 

" After thili adventure with thefe rogtdh fa-
p p P 2 vages 
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vages no delay was made there, but we got a
gain under fail; and becaufe the provifions lef
fened gradually from day to day, and the difor~ 
clers, r.otwithilanding the relief from the bitter 
herbs, continued to increafe, to the great grief 
of us all, it was n:folved, in a council of the 
principal officers, to rerum home by the Eaft
lndies. We then lay up to lat. 15 deg. 47 min. S. 
and according to our n:ckoning 224 deg. 18 

min. long. bei ng then about 1200 leagues from 
the coait of Peru. 

" On the 12th of June we found ourCelves in 
latitude: 15 deg. 16 min. S. and longitude 205 

deg.o mi!1. 
" On the 14th we difcovered two inands, 

which we could not approach near enough to 
take a proper view ot~ by rea[on of the rough 
and itormy fea; but, on the other hand, we had 
this fatisfaclion, that the inhabitants came to 
take a view of us, and kept hovering about the 
fhips in a number of boats of fuch neat and exqui
fite workmanfhip, as is almoft incredible that any 
thing of the kind ihould have been found a. 
mong fuch favages, they being of fllch an art
ful conftruction, the furniture fo pretty, and 
the torm fo near, adorned with a number of 
the moll: curious carved figures, that it is im
pomble tor the imagination to conceive any 
thing more elegant; and really their carved 
image work (which was the greateft. ornament 
of thefe boats) was 10 exquifite, that I much. 
doubt if there are many,engravers in Europe ca-

pabl<: 
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pable of producing more curious workmanfhip. 
The people in thefe fine boats were armed with 
darts, and had their heads adorned with green 
leaves, and their bodies doathed with reeds. 
This il1and got the name of Bowman's Wand from 
a captain of that name. It was very pleafant and 
delightful to behold, fruitful, and furroundecl 
with trees, among which the palmetto thewed 
itfelf. 

" O~ the 15th we came in light of an il1and 
about feven miles in length, lying in lat. 13 deg. 
41 min. S. and 250 deg. long. Many of us felt a 
longing defire to touch at this iIland, in hopes 
of procuring fome refrethment; but it was de
ferred, and we purfued our voyage without 
landing, in order to fave time, becaufe ollr 
miferies and inconveniencies daily increafed, and 
the diforders from many caufes increafed alfo. 

" On the 18th of July we perceived many 
different Wands, and among others New Zea
land, computed to be in extent about 300 

leagues, lying under 6 deg. of S. lat. and 166 
deg. long." . 

This relation is copied verbatim from Mr. 
Dalrymple's valuable Collection of Spanifh and 
Dutch Difcoveries in the South Seas, as is like
wife the following Relation of the Difcovery of 
Davis's Land; but neither the one nor the other 
of thefe difc;:overies h.we fince been fully con
firmed. 



4)3 DISCOVERY OF DAVIS's LANI)~ 

An Account if the D [S COV E R Y oj the Lana 
called DAVIS'S LAND. 

"WE went from the Gallapago~s und.er the 
Line, for the fouthward; Intending to 

touch no where till we came to the il1and of J uall 
Fernandez . 

• , In our way thither, about four o'clock in 
the morning, wben we were in tne latirude of 
12 deg. 30 min. S. and about 150 leagues 
from the main of America, our £hip and bark 
felt a terrible fil:lck, which put our men into 
fuch a confternation, that they could hardly tdl 
where they were, or w hat to th:nk, ~t1t every 
one began to prepare for death. lind, indeed, 
the fuock was fo fudden and violent, that we 
took it for granted the fuip had itruck upon a 
rock: but, when the amazement was a little 
over, we caft the lead, and foimded; but found 
no ground; fo that, after (ur.Cult.{tion, we con
duded it mull: certainly be fome earthquake. 
The fuddennefs of this n~'Xk made the glins of 
the £hip leap in their carriages. and feveral of 
the men were fuaken out cf their hammocks. 
Captain Davis, who lay with his head over a 
gun, was thrown out of his cabin. The fea, 
which ordinarily looks green, feemed then of a 
whiti111 colour; and the water which we took 
up in our buckets for the fuip's ufe. we found 
to be a little mixed with fand. This at firll: 

mad~ 
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made us think there was fame fpit of fand; but 
when we had founded, it confirmed our opir:ion 
of the earthquake. Some time after, we heard 
news, that at that very time there was an earth
quake at Callao, which is the road for Lima. 
and that the fea ebbed fo far from the {hon~, 
that on a fudden there was no water to be [cen 0 

and that after it had been away a confiderable 
time, it returned in rolling mountains of water, 
which carried the fhips in the road of Callao a 
league up into the country, overHowed the city 
of Callao, though it ftood upon a hill, together 
with the fort, and drowned man and beaa for 50 
leagues along the {hore, doing mi!chief even at 
Lima, though fix miles within land from the 
town of CaUao. 

Having recovered our fright, we kept on tn 
the fouthward. We freered S. and by E. half 
eafterly, until we came to lat. 27 deg. 20 min. 
S. when, about two hours before day, we fell 
in with a [mall, low, fandy il1and, and heard a. 
great roaring noife, like that of the fea beating 
upon the {hare, righta.head of the {hip: where
upon the failors, fearing to fall foul upon the 
{hore before day, defired the captain to put the 
fhip about. and to ftand off till day appeared; 
to which the captain gave his confent. So we 
plyed off till day, and then ftood in again with 
the land; which proved to be afmall flat ifland, 
without the guard of any rocks. We frood 
in within a quarter of a mile of the {hore, and 
could fee it plainly, for it was a clear morning, 

no. 
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not foagy nor hazy. To the weftward, about c .. . 
twelve leagues, by Judgment, we.faw a range 
of high land, which we took to be,iflan ... ds, for 
there were feveral partitions in the pr;ofpecr. 
This land feemed to reach about fourteen or fix
teen leagues in a range; and there came hence 
great flocks of fowls. I, and many more of our 
men, would have made this land, and have gone 
albore at it, but the Captain would not permit 
us. The fmall Wand bears from Copayapo al
moft due call: 500 leagues, and from the Gal
lapagoes. under the line, 600 leagues. 

Dampier fays, " Captain Davis told me late
ly, that after his departure from Ria Lexa, he 
went, after feveral traverfes, to the Gallapagoes, 
and that ftanding thence fouthward for wino, to 
bring him about Terra del Fuego, in the lati
tude of 27 deg. S. about 500 leagues fro111 Co
payapa, on the coaft of Chili, he faw a fmall 
fandy iOand juft ~ him; and that they faw to 
the weftward of it a long track of pretty high 
land, trending away to the N. W. am of fight." 

END 0' THE FIRST VOLUME. 
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