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A T four o'clock in the afternoon of Friday the 9th of Fe

bruary, having tacked, we flood S. W. and continued 
to make fail to the fouthward till funfet on the I }th, when 
a frefh breeze at N. E. had carried us back again the length 
of Cape Pallifer, of which as the weather was clear we had 
a good view. Between the foot of the high land and the fea 
there is a low flat border, off which there are [orne rocks 
that appear above water. Between this Cape and Cape 
Turnagain,. the land near the :!hore is, in rhany places, low 
and flat, and has a green and pleafant appearance; . but far- . 
ther from the fea it rifes into hills.. The land between 

I ~~ 
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Cape Pallifer and Cape Tierawitte is high and makes in 
table-points; it alfo feemed to us to form two bays, but we 
were at too great a difiance from this part of the coail:, to 

judge accurately from appearances. The wind having been 
variable, with calms, we had advanced no farther by the 
12th at noon than latitude 410 52', Cape Pallifer then bearing 
north, difiant about five leagues; and the fnowy mountain 
S. 83 W. 

At noon on the I3th, we found ourfe!ves in the latitude of 
42 Q 2' S.; Cape Pallifer bearing N. 20 E. difiant eight leagues. 
In the afternoon, a freili gale fprung up at N. E. and we 
fleered S. vv. by W. for the fouthermofi land in fight, which 
at funfet bore from us S. 74 W. At this tilne the variation 
was ISo 4' E. 

Wednef. 14' At eight o'clock in the morning of the I4th, having run 
one and twenty leagues S. 58 W. fince the preceding noon, it 
feU calm. We were then abreaft of the fnowy mountain 
which bore fron1 us N. W. and in this direction lay behind 
a mountainous ridge of nearly the fame height, which rifes 
direcctly from the fea, and runs parallel with the ihore,which 
lies N. E. --:.- N. and S. W. --:.- S. The north weft end of the ridge 
rifes inland, not far frOlll Cape Campbell; and both the 
mountain and the ridge are diftinctly feen as weU from Cape 
Koamaroo as Cape PaUifer: from Koamaroo they are diftant 
two and twenty leagues S. vV. --:.- S.; and from Cape Pallifer 
thirty leagues \V. S. \Y.; and are of a height fufficient to be 
feen at a much greater diftance. At noon this day, we were 
in latitude 42° 34' S. The fourhermoft land in fight bore 
S. \V. --:.- \V.; and forne low land that appeared like an ifiand, 
and lay clofe under the foot of the ridge, bore N. W. by N. 
about five or fix leagues. 

8 In 
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In the afternoon" when Mr. Banks was out in the boat a 
ihooting, we faw, with our glaifes, four double canoes, hav
ing on board fifty-feven men, put off from that !hore, and: 
make towards- him: we iffiluediately made fignals for hilll 
to come on board; but the 1hip, with refpec't to him, being 
right in the wake of the fun,. he did not fee them. We were 
at a confiderable diftance frOlll the ihore, and he was at a/ 
€onfiderable diflance from the ihip, which was between him 
and the, fi"lore; fo that, it being a dead caIrn, r began to be 
in fome pain for him, fearing _rhat he might not fee the ca
:noes time enough to reach the ihip before they ihould get up 
with hiln: foon after, however, we faw his boat in motion, . 
and had the pleafure to take him on board before the Indians, 
came up, who probably had not feen him, as their attention
{eemed to be wholly fixed upon the ihip. They came withi1l" 
about a frone's caft, and then flopped, gazing at us with a 
look of vacant aftonifhm-ent: Tupia. exerted all his eloquence
to prevail upon them to come nearer, but without any eff'ec't •. 
After furveying us for fome time, they left us, and made' 
towards the fuore;. but had not meafured lTIOre than half the' 
diftance between that and the {hip before it was dark. We.
imagined that there people had heard nothing of us, and~ 
could not but remark the different behaviour and difpofitions· 
0f the inhabitants of the different parts of this coaft upon, 
tJ1eir nrfl: approachi'ng the veifel. Thefe kept aloof with a. 
mixture of timidity and wonder; others had immediately 
commenced hoftilities, by pelting us with ftones: the gentle
man whom we had found alone, fiihing in his boat, feemed 
to think us entirely unworthy of his notice ;- and [orne, al
ll10ft without invitation, had, €ome on board with an air of 
perfec't confidence and good-will. From the behaviour of 
our lafl: vifitors, I gave the land from which they had put 
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off, and which, as I have before obferved, had the appear
ance of an Wand, the name of LOOKERS-ON. 

. At eight o'clock in the evening, a breeze fprung up at S.S.W. 
with which I ftretched off fouth eaft, becaufe fome on board 
thought they faw land in that quarter. In this courfe we 
continued till fix o'clock the next morning, when we had 
run eleven leagues, but faw no land, except that which we 
had left. Having flood to the S.E. with a light breeze, which 
veered from the weft to the north, till noon, our latitude by 
obfervation was 42° 56' S. and the high land that we were 
abreaft of the preceding noon bore N. N. W. ~ W. In the 
afternoon we had a light breeze at N. E. with which we 
fteered weft, edging in for the land, which was diftant about 
eight leagues. At feven in the evening, we were about fix 
leagues frOlu the :/hore, and the fouthermoft extremity of 
the land in fight bore W. S. W. 

At day-break on the 16th, we difcovered land bearing 
S. by W. and feemingly detached from the coan we were 
upon. About eight, a breeze fprung up, at N. by E. and we 
fleered directly for it. At noon, we were in latitude 43° 19'8. 
the peak on the fnowy mountain bore N. 20 E. difl:ant 
twenty-feven leagues; the fouthern extremity of the land 
we could fee bore weft, and the land which had been difco
vered in the morning appeared like an iiland extending from 
S. S. W. to S. W. by W. -!- \V. diRant about eight leagues. In 
the afternoon, we flood to the fouthward of it, with a frefll 
breeze at north: at eight in the evening. we had run eleven 
leagues, and the land then extended frOlTI S. W. by vV. to 
N. by W. We were then diftant about three or four leagues 
frOlTI the neareft {hore, and in this fituation had fifty fathom 
water, with a fine fandy bottom. The variation of the com
pafs by this morning's amplitude was 140 39' Eo 

At 
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At fun-rife, the next morning, our opinion that the land 
we had been ftanding for was an Wand, was confirmed, by 
our feeing part of the land of Tovy Poenammoo open to the 
weftward ~f it, extending as far as W. by S. At eight in the 
morning, the extremes of the iiland bore N. 76 W. and 
N. N. E. -;:- E. -; and an opening near the fouth point, which 
had the appearance of a bay or harbour, N. 20 W. diftant be_ 
tween three and four leagues: in this fituation we had thirty-
eight fathom water with a brown fandy bottom. 

177°· 
February. 
~ 

Saturday 1]. 

This iiland, which I named after Mr. Banks, lies about five Banks's 
lfland. 

leagues from the coaft of Tovy Poenammoo; the fourh 
point bears S. 21 W. from the higheft peak on the fnowy 
mountain, and lies in latitude 43 0 

32' S.· and in longitude 
1860 30' W. by an obfervation of the fun and moon which 
was made this morning: it is of a circular figure, and about 
twenty-four leagues in compafs: it is fufficiently high to be 
feen at the diftance of twelve or fifteen leagues, and the land 
has a broken irregular furface, with the appearance rather 
of barrennefs than fertility; yet it was inhabited, for we 
faw fmoke in one place) and a few firaggling natives ill 
another. 

When this iiland was firfl: difcovered in the direl9:ion of 
S. by \V. fome perfons on board were of opinion that they 
alfo fa w land bearing S. S. E. and S. E. by E. I was myfelf 
upon the deck at the time, and told them, that in my opinion 
it was no more than a cloud, and tl)at as the fun rofe it 
would diffipate and vanifh. However, as I was determined 
to leave no fubjel't for difputation which experiment could 
remove, I ordered the fhip to be wore, and fleered E. S. E. by 
compafs, in the direl'tion which the land wa:s [aid to bear 
from us at that time. At noon we were in latitude 44 0 7' S .. ; 

the fouth point of Banks's Hland bearing north, diftant five 

leagues. 
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leagues. By feven o'clock at night we had run eight and 
twenty miles, when feeing no land, nor any figns. of any, 
but that which we had Ie'ft, we bore away S. by W. and con
tinued upon that courfe till the next day at noon,· when we 
were in la~itude 45° 16', the fouth point of Banks's Iiland 
bearing N. 60 30' W. diftant twenty-eight leagues. The va
riation by the azimuth this morning was IS° 30' E. As no
figns of land had yet a:ppeared to the fouthward,. and as I 
thought that we had fl:ood far en0ugh in that direc'tion to 
weather all the land. we had left, judging from the report of 
the natives in Q!.!een Charlotte's Sound, I hauled to the 
wefl:ward. 

We had a moderate breeze at N. N. W. and N. till eight 
in the evening, when it became unfettled; and at ten fixed, 
at fouth: during the night, it blew with fuch violence that it 
brought us under our clofe reefed topfails. At eight the' 
next morning, having run twenty-eight leagues upon a 
W. by N. ~ N. courfe, and judging o'llrfelves to be to the 
wefl:ward of the land of Tovy Poenammoo, we bore away
N. W. with a frefh gale at fouth. Ar ten, having run eleven" 
miles upon this courfe, we faw land extending from the 
S. W. to the N. \V. at the diftance of about ten leagues, which 
we hauled up for. At noon, our latitude by obfervationwas 
44° 38', the fouth eait point of ,Bank's Uland bore N. 580 30' E,.. 
difl:ant thirty leagues, and the main body of the land in fight 
W. by N. A head fea prevented us from making much 
way to the fouthward; at feven in the evening the extremes 
of the land fl:retched from S. W. by S. to N. by Vv.; and 
at fix leagues from the :£bore we had thirty-two fathom wa
ter. At four o'clock the next nl0rning, we fl:ood in for the 
ihore W. by S. and .during a courfe of four l~agues, our 
depth of water was from thirty-two to thirteen fathbm~ 

9 When 
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When it was thirteen fathom we were buttbree miles diftant 
from the iliore, and therefore fiood off; its direction is here 
nearly N. and S. The furface, to the difiance of about five 
miles from the fea, is low and flat; but it then rifes into hills 
.of a confiderable height; It appeared to be totally barren, 
and we faw no figns of its being inhabited. Our latitude, 
at noon, was 440 44'; and the longitude which we made 
from Banks's Uland to this place was 2 0 ~22' \V. During the 
laft twenty-four hours, though we carried as much fail as 
the !hip would bear, we were driven three leagues to the 
leeward. 

. We continued to ftand off and on all this day and the next, 
keeping at the diftance of between four and twelve leagues 
from the ihore,' and having water from thirty-five to fifty-
three fathom. On the 22d, at noon, we had no obfervation, 
but by the land judged ourfelves to be about three leagues 
farther north than we had been the day before. At fun-fet,. . 
the weather, which had been hazey, clearing up, we faw a 
mountain which rofe in a high peak, bearing N. W. by N.;. 
and at the fame time, we faw the land more diftinCtly than 
before, extending from N. to S. W. by S. which, at fame dif-' 
tance within the coaft, had a lofty and mountainous appear-
ance. We foon found that the accounts which had been 
given us by the Indians in QEeen Charlotte's Sound of the 
land to the fouthward were not true; for they had told us 
that it might be circumnavigated in four days. 

417 
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On the 23d, _ having a hollow fwell from the S. E. and ex- Friday 23" 

petting wind from the fame quarter, we kept plying be-
tween feven and fifteen leagues froln the [hare, having-
from feventy to forty-foul' fathom. At nOOll, our latitude 
by obfervation was 44 0 40~ S. and our longitude from Banks's 
iiland 1

0 31' W. From this time to fix in the evening it was 
VOL. II. .3 H calm; 
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calm; but a light breeze then fpringingup at E.N.E. we fleered 
S. S. E. all night, edging off from the la.nd, the hollow fwell 
frill· continuing; oUf"depth of water was fronl fixty to· 
feventy-five fathonl. .While we were becalmed, Mr. Banks-,. 

.. being out in the boat, i110t two Port Egmont hens, which 
were in every refpel'l the fame as thofe that are found in 
great numbers upon the ifland of Faro, and were the firf!: of 
the kind we had feen upon thiscoaft, though we fell in with 
fome a few days before we made land. 

At day-break, the wind frefhened, and before noon we 
had a thong gale at N.N. E. At eight in the morning we faw 
the land extending as far as S. W. oy S. and fteered direcrly 
for it~ At noon, ,ve were in latitude 45" 22' S. ; and the land, 
which now ftretched from S. W. -:: S. to N. N. W. appeared to 
be rudely diverfified by hill and valley. / In the afternoon, 
we fleered S, vv. by S. and S. W. edging in for the land with 
a freih gale at north; but though we were at no great dif ... 
rance, the weather was fo haz.ey that we could fee nothing 
diftinCtly upon it, except a ridge of high hills lying not far 
from the rea, and parallel to the (oaft, which in this place 
ilretches S. by VI. and N. by E. and feelned tn end in a high 
bluff point to the [outhward. By eight in the evening we 
were abreaft of this point; but it being then dark, and I not 

. knowing which way the land trended, we brought to for the 
night. At this time, the point bore weft, and was diftant 
about five miles: our depth of water was thirty-feven fa ... 
thorn, and the bottom confifted of fluall pebbles. 

At day-break, having made fail, the point bore north, diflant 
three leagues, and we now found that the land trended from 
it S. W. by W. as far as we could fee. This point I nalned 
CA PE SA UNDERS, in honour of Sir Charles. Our-latitude was 
45 9 35' S. and longitUde 1890 4' W"o By the latitude, and the 

angles 
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angles that are Inade by the coaft, this point will be fuffi .. 
ciently .known; there .is,_ .l).oy.r~ver" ~~,out three or four 
leagues to. the fouth .weft: of :it, ,~d.,yery·).1ear tUeJhol'e, ,a 
~',emarkable faddle-1fill.~bich .i?: ~1~Ho~,pir~(~(oQ to. it~pn 
that quarter. From one league to-,fopr lea,gues north of Cape 
Sauriders, the 111,0re forms two or three 'bays, in which ther.e 
appeared to be good anchorage" ~ndeffe6:ual ihelter frOlTl 
the S. W. w-eflerly, and N. wefterly winds ; but my defire of 
getting to the fouthward, in ~rder to afcertain whether this 
coun'try WaS an iiland or ,a continent, prevented Iny putting 
into any of them. 

, We kept at a fmall diftance from the [hore all this mOrI).

ing, with the wind at S. W.and had a very diQ:jnCt view of 
it: it is of a moderate height, and the furface is broken by 
many hills, which are g.reen and woody; but we faw no ap
pearanc.e.of inhabitants. Ax noon, Cape Saunders bore N. 30 "V. 
diftant about four leagues. We had variable wip.ds and calms 
~ill five o'clock in the -evening, wilen it fixed at ,V. S. W. and 
foon blew fo hard that it put us paf!: our topfails, and fplit the 
forefail all to pieces: .after getting another to the yard, we 
continued to frand to the fouthward under two courfes; and 
at fix the next n'lorning, the fouthermoft land in fight bore 
W. byN .. and Cape Saunders N. byW. diftant eight leagues: at 
.Doon, it bore N. 20 W. fourteen leagues; and our latitude by 
obfervation was 460 36'. The gale continued, with heavy 
fquaUs a-od .a .large hollow fea all the afternoon; and at 
feven in the evening, we lay to under our forefail, with the 
,ihip's head to the fouthward: at noon on the Q7th, our 
latitude w,as 4:6° 54', and our longitude from CapeSaunders 
1

0 24' E. A~ [even in the evening, we made fail under our 
courfes ; and at eight the next morning fet the topfails clofe 
r.eefcd. At noqp, 0111' latitude was 47 0 43', and our longi .. 
tude eaft from Cape Saunders QO 10/, At this tim~, we wore 

3 H 2, and 
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and {tood to the northward: in the aftern\oon, we found the 
variation to be 16034' E. At eight in the evening, we tacked 
and flood to the fouthwanl, with the wrnd at: weft. 

At noon this day, our latitude by account was 47° 52', 
and our longitude from Cape Saunders 1

0 8' E. We fiood 
to the foutbward tilT half an hour paft three in the afternoon; 
and then, being in latitude 480 S. and longitude 1880 W. and 
feeing no appearance of land, we tacked and flood to the 
northward!, having a large fwell from the S. W. by W. At 
noon the next day, our latitude was 460 42' S.; and Cape 
Saunders bore N. 46 W. diftant ejghty-fix miles. The foutI1 
weil fwelI continuing till the 3d, confirmed our opinion, tha~ 
there was no land in that quarter. At four in the afternoon,. 
we flood to the weftward with all the fail we could make. 
In the lllorning of the 4th, we found the variation to be 
r6° 16' E. This day we raw fame whales and feals, as we had 
done feveral times after our havingpaifed the fl:reight; but we 
faw no feal while we were upon the coaft of Eahienomauwe~ 
1"Ve founded both in the night and this morning, but had no 
ground with one hundred and fifty fathom. At noon, we 
faw Cape Saunders bearing N . .:. W. ; and our latitude by ali.:. 
fcrvation was 460 3 I' S. At half an hour paft one o'clock, 
we faw land beariI1g W.by S. which we fleered for, and be
fore it was dark were within three or four miles of it: du
ring the whole night we faw fires upon it, and at feve~ in 
the morning were within about three leagues of the :!hore, 
which appeared to be hjgh, but level. At three o'clock in 
the afternoon, we f-aw the land extending from N. E. by N., 
to N. W. TN.; and foon after we difcovered forne low land 
whkh appeared like an iiland, bearing S, .:..: W; vVe contI~ 
nued our conrfe 1:0 the VI. by S. and' in two ,hours we faw 
.highland over the low land, extending to the fouthward as, 
far aa S. W. by S.; but it did not appear to be· joined to the 

L h~ 
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land to the northward, fa that there is either water, a deep 
bay, or low land between them. 

At noon on the 6th, we were Rearly in the fame fituation 
as at noon on the day before: in the afternoon we found the 
variation, by feveral azimuths and the alnplitude, to be 
15° 10' E. On the 7th at noon" we were in latitude 47° 6' S. 
and had made twelve miles eafiing during the lafl: twenty
four hours~ We flood to the weftward the remainder of this 
day, and all the next till fun-fet, when the extreams of the 
hnd bore from N. by E. to W. difiant about feven or eight 
leagues: in this fituation our depth of water was fifty-five 
fathom, and the variation by amplitude r6° 29' E. The wind' 
now veered from the N. to the W. and as we had fine wea" 
ther, and moonlight, we kept fianding clofe upon the wind 
to the S. W. all night. At four in the morning, we had fixty 
fathom water; and at day-light,. we difcovered lmder our 
bow a ledge of rocks, extending from S: by W. to w. by S~ 
upon which the fea broke very high: they were nor more 
than three quarters of a mile rl'iftan,r, yet we' had five and 
forty fathom water. As the wind' was at N. W. we could not 
now weather them, and as I was unwiHing to' run to lee
ward, I tacked and made a trip to the eaftward; the wind
however foon after coming to the northwa-rd,enabled us to 
get dear of all. Our foundings, while we' were pailing 
within the ledge; were from thirty-five toiforty-fev.en fathom 
with a rocky bottom. 

This ledge lies S. E. fix leagues from tile fouthermofi: part 
of the land, and S~ E. by E. from fame' remarkable hills 
which frand near the :!hare: about three leagues to th~ 
northward of it, there is another ledge,which·lies full three 
leagues from the {hare, and on which. the fea broke in a'. 
dreadful furf. As we paired theferocks to. the. north in the: 
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night, and difcovered the others under our bow at break of 
day, it 1S manifefl: that our danger was imminent, and our 
efcape critical in the higheft degree: frOlll the fituation of 
thefe rocks, fo well adapted to catch unwaryftrangers, I 
called them the TRAPS. Our latitude at noon was 47° 26' S. 
The land in fight, which had the appearance of an iiland, 
extended frOlu N. E. by N. to N. W. by VV. and feemed to be 
about five leagues difiant frOlTI the nlain; the eafiermoft 
ledge of rocks bore S. S. E. diilant one league and an half, 
and the northermofl: N. E. -; E. diilant about three leagues. 
This land is high and barren, with nothing upon it but a 
few {haggling fhrubs, for not a fingle tree was to be feen; 
it was however remarkable for a number of white patches, 
which I took to be marble; as they refleCted the fun's rays 
very ftrongly: other patches of the fan1e kind we had ob": 
ferved in different parts of this country, particularly in 
Mercury Bay: we continued to fiA.nd clofe upon a wind to the 
weftward, an.d at fun-fet the fouthermofl: point of land bore 
N. 38 E. diilant four leagues, and [he weftermoft land in 
light bore N. 2E. The point which lies in latitude 47° I9' S. 
longitude 192° 12' W. I nalned SOUTH CAPE; the weftermoft 
~and was a [mall iiland, lying off the point of the main. 

Suppofmg South. Cape to be the fouthern extremity of this 
.country, as indeed it proved to be, I hoped to get round it 
by th.e weft, for a large hollow fwell from the [outh wen; 
ever fin.ce our !aft hard gale, had convinced me th~t there 
was no land in that direz..'tion~ 

Saturday 10. . In the night we had. a hard gale at N. E. bv N. and N. 
which brought ns under our eoudes, but about~ight in the 
n1{)rning itbecaP.le moderate; and at noon, veering to the 
weft, we tacked and flood to the nortlnvard, having no land 

ill fight. Our latitude, by ,obfervation, was 47° 33' S.ou:r 

4 longitude, 
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longitude, we'fl: from the South Cape, 59', 'Ve flood away 
N. N. E. clofe upon a wind, without feeing any land, till 
two the next morping, when we difcovered an i:fland bearing 
N. W. by N. diftant' about five leagues: about two houri 
afterwards we faw land a-head" upon which we tacked and 
Hood off till fix, when we flood in to take a nearer view of 
it: at eleven we were within three leagues of it, but the 
wind feeming to incline upon the (hore, I tacked and flood 
off to the fouthward. vVe had now failed round the land 
which we had difcovered on the 5th, and which then did not 
appear to be joined to the main which lay north of it; and 
being now COlne to the other fide of what we fuppofed to be 
water, a bay, or low land, it had the fame appearance, but 
when I came to lay it down upon paper I faw no reafon to' 

fuppofe it to be an iiland; on the contrary, I was clearly of 
opinion that it made part of the main. At noon, the weftcrn 
extremity of the main bore N. 59 W. and the ifland which 
we had feen in the morning) S. 59 ""V. diHant about five 
leagues. It lies in latitude 460 31' S. longitude 192 Q 49' W~ 

and is, nothing but a barren rock about a mile in circu~t, rc'!" 
markably high,' and lies full five leagues diftant fronl the 
main. This i:fland I nalned after Dr. Solander, and called it 
SOLANDER"S ISLAND. The ihore of the main lies neareft E. 
by S. and \IV. by N. and forms a large open bay, in which 
there is no appearance of any harbour or fhelter for ihipping 
againft S. W. and foutherly winds:' the fur-face of the coun-
try is broken into craggy hills, of a great height, on the 
fummits of which are feveral patches of fnow: it is not, 
however, wholly barren, for we could fee wOQd not only in 
the vallies, but upon the higheft g.round, yet we faw n0ap= 
pearance of its being inhabited. 
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upon which we wore, and flood to the N. N. W. being then 
in latitude 47° 40' S. longitude 193 0 so' W. and having a hol

low fea from the S. W. 

During the night, we fleered N. N. W. till fix in the morn .. 
ing, when, feeing no land, we fleered N. by E. till eight, 
when we fleered N. E. by E. -; E. to make the land, which at 
len we faw bearing E. N. E. but it being hazy, we could dif· 
tingui:fh nothing upon it. At noon, our latitude, by obfer .. 
vatiOll, was 46 Q S. About two it cleared up, and the land 
appeared to be high, rude, and mountainous: about half an 
hour after three 1 hauled in for a bay, in which thereap
peared to be good anchorage; but in about an hour, finding 
the diftance too great to run before it would be dark, and the 
wind blowing tob hard to make the attern pt fafe in the 
night, I bore away along the 1hore. 

This bay, which I called DUSKY BA Y, lies in latitude 45° 
47' S.: it is between three and four miles broad at the en
trance, and feelTIS to be full as deep as it is broad: it con .. 
tains feveral ifiands, behind which there muft be fhelter 
from all winds, though poffibly there may not be fufficient 
depth of water. The north point of this bay, when it bears 
S. E. by S. is rendered very remarkable by five high peaked 
rocks which lie off it, and have the appearance ·of the four 
fingers and thumb of a man's hand, for which reafon I 
called it POl NT FIVE FINGERS: the land of this Point is far
ther remarkable, for being the only levelland within a con
flderable diftance. It extends near two leagues to the north
ward, is lofty, and covered with wood: the land behind it 
is very different, confifting wholly of n10untains, totally 
barren and rocky; and this difference gives the Gape the ap .. 
pearance of an iiland. · . 

At 
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At fUfl-'fet, the fouthermoft land in fight· bore due fout-h, 
llliftant about five or fix leagues; and as this is the weflerrnoft 
point of land upon the whole coaft, I called it \VEST CAPE. 

:It lies about three leagues to the fouthwatd of Duiky Bay, in 
the latitude of 45° 54' S. and in the longitude of 193° 17' W. 
The land of this Cape is of a moderate height next the fea, 
and has nothing remarkable about it, exce'pt a very white 
,cliff,' two or three leagues to the fouthward of it: to the 
fouthward of it alfo the land treads away to the S. E. and to 
the northward it trends N. N. E. 

Having brought to for the night, we made fail alo'ng the 
'1hore at four in the morning, in the direction of N. E . .:: N. 
with a moderate breeze at 8.S. E. At noon, our latitude, by 
'obfervation, was 45° 13' S. At this time, being about a 
league and an half from the ihore, we founded, but had no 
ground with feventy fathom: we had juft paffed a fmall nar .. 
row opening in land, where there feemed to be a very fafe 
and convenient harbour, formed by an iiland, which lay in 
the middle of the opening ateaft. The opening lies in lati ... 
tude 45° ~6'"S. and on the land behind it are mountains, the 
fummits of which were covered with fnow, that appeared to 

have been recently fallen; and indeed for two days paft we 
had found the weather very cold. On each fide the entrance 
'of the opening, the land rifes almoft perpendicularly from 
the fea to a ftupendous height, and tl>1is indeed was the rea
fon why I did not carry the ihip into it, for no wind could 
-blow there but right in, or right out, in the direCtion of 
'either eafl: or weft, and I thought it by no 1neans advifable 
to put into a place whence I could not have got out but with 
,a wind which experience had taught me did riot blow more 
than one day in a month. In this, however, I acted con ... 
trary to the opinion of fome perfons on board, who in very 
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1770' :lhong terms expreffed their defire to harbour for prefent con~ 
March. 

I..----' venience, without any regard to future difadvantages. 
Wednef. 14. 

In the evening, being about two leagues from the thore,. 
we founded, and had no ground with 108 fathom: the va
riation of the needle, by azimuth, was J 40 E. and by am pli
tude J SO 2'. We made the beft of our way along the thore 
with what wind we had, keeping at the diftance of between 
two and three leagues. At noon, we were in latitude 440 

47" having run only twelve leagues upon aN. E. -!: N. courfe, 
during the lafl: four and twenty hours. 

We continued to fleer along the [hore, in the direCtion of 
N. E. -;. E. till fix o'clock in the evening, when we brought to 

Thurfday IS' for the night. At four in the morning, we flood in for the 
land, and when the day broke we faw wPiat appeared to be 
an inlet; but upon a nearer approach proved to be only a" 

deep valley between two high lands: we proceeded thel~e
fore in the fame courfe, keeping the ihore at the diflance of 

Friday 16. between four and five 111iles. At noon on the 16th, the 
northermofl: point of land in fight bore N. 60 E. at the dif
tanee of ten miles; and our latitude, by obfervation, was 
440 5', our longitude from Cape Weft 2 0 8' E. About two" 
we paft the point which at noon had been diftant ten n1iles~ 
and found it to confift of high red cliffs, down which there 
fell a eafcade of water in four fmall ftreams, and I therefore 
gave it the name of CASCADE POINT. From this Point the 
land trends fiff!: N. 76 E. and afterwards more to the north
ward. At the diflance of eight leagues f1'o11'1 Cafcade Point, 
in the direction of E. N. E. and at a little diuance from the 
:G:lOre, lies a fIl1alllow ifland, which bore from us S. by E. at 
the diftanee of about a league and a half. 

6 At 
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At feven in the evening, we brought to, in thirty-three 
fathOlll with a fine fandy bottom, at ten we had fifty fathom, 
andat twelve wore in fixty-five fathom, having driven feveral 
miles N. N. W. after our having brought to. At two in the 
morning, we had no ground with I40 fathOlTI, by which it 
appears that the foundings extend but a little vvay from the 
:!hol'e. A bout this time it fell calm; at eight, a breeze 
fprung up at S. W. with which we fteered along the il'lore, in 
the direCtion of N. E. by E. -!- E. at the difl:ance of about three 
leagues. At fix in the evening, being about one league from 
the fhore, we had feventeen fathom; and at eight, being 
about three leagues fron1 the ihore, we had forty-four: we 
now fhortened fail and brought to, having' run ten leagues 
N. E. by E. :!ince noon. 

It was caIrn nlOil: part of the night; but at ten in the 
morning a light breeze fprung up at S. W. by W. when we 
made fail again along the il'lore, N. E. by N. having a large 
fwell from the W. S. vV. which had rifen in the night; at 
noon, our latitude, by obfervation, was ,43° 41 S. and our 
longitude from Cape Weft 4° I2' E. \Ve obferved, that the 
vallies as well as the mountains were this morning covered 
with fnow, part of which we fuppo[ed to have fallen during 
the night, when we had rain. At fix in the evening we 
lhortened fail, and at ten brought to, at the diftance of about 
five leagues from the fhore, where we had 115 fathom. At 
Inidnight, there being little wind, we Inade fail, and at 
eight in the morning we ftood to the N. E. clofe upon a wind 
till nOOD, when we tacked, being about thl'ee leagues from 
the land, and, by obfervation, in latitude 42° 8', and longi
tude from Cape Weft SO 51 E. 

We continued to ftand weftward till two in the lllorning , 
when we made a trip to the eaftward, and afterwards flood 
weftward till noon, when, by our reckoning, we were In 
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the latitude of 42° 23', and longitudeftom Cape Weft 3° SS"£:· 
We now tacked and fiood eaftward, with a frdh gale at N~. 
by W. till fix in the evening, when the wind fhifted to the S. 
and S. S. vv. with which we fleered N. E. by N. till fix in the 
morning; when we hauled in E. by N. to; make the land,. 
which we f~ w foon afterwards; at noon, our latitude, by 
account, was 41 0 3i, and' our longitude from Cape Weft 5° 
4 2' E. We were now within three or four leagues of the 
land, but it being foggy, we could fee nothing upon it 
diftincHy, and as we had much wind, and a vaH fwell rolling: 
in upon the [hare, from, the W. S. W. 1 did, not think it fafe 

to go nearer. 

In the afternoon, we had a gentle breeze from the S. S.W. 
with which we fleered north along the fhore till eight, when~ 
being within between two and three leagues, we founded, 
and had but thirty-four fathom;' upon which we hauled off 
N. w~ by N. till eleven at night, and then brought to, having. 

Thurfday:lZ. fixty;..four fathom. At four in thelTIorning, we'made fail to 

the N. E. with a light breez-e at S.S. W. whieh at eight veered 
to the weftward, and foon after died away: at this time we 
were within three or four miles of the land, and had fifty
foul' fathom, with a large fwell from the W. S. W. rolling 
obliquely upon the :!hore,. which made me fear that I iliould. 
be obliged to anchor; I but by the help of a light air now 
and then from the S. W. I was able to, keep. the iliip from 
driving. At noon, the northermofl land in fight bore N. Eo. 
by E. -!- E. diftant about ten leagues; our latitude, by ac-
COUnt, was 40° 55" S. longitude from Cape Weft 6° 35' E. 
From this time we had light airs from the fouthward, with· 

friday z~. intervals of calm, till noon on the 23d" when our latitude" 
by obfervation, was 40° 36' So" S. and our longitude from 
Cape Weft 6° 52' E. The eaHermofl: point of land in fight 
bore E. IoN. at the diftance of feven leagues, and a bluff' 

5 head 
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Fread or point, of which we had been abreafl: at noon the day 
before, and off which lay fome rocks above water, bore S. 
18 W. at the diftance of fix: leagues. This point I called 
ROCK'S POINT. Our latitude was now 40° 55' S. and having 
nearly run down the whole of the north weft coaft of Tovy 
Poenammoo, I ihall give fomeaccount of the face of the 
country. 

1 have already obfervea, that on the' IItI1, when we were 
off the fouthern part, the land then feen was craggy and': 
mountainous, and there is great reafon to believe that the 
fame ridge of mountains extends nearly the whole length of 
the ifiand. Between the weftermoft land which we fa w thar 
day" and theeaftermofl: which we faw on'the 13th, there is a;,. 

fpace of about fix or eight leagues, of which we did not fee
the coaft, though we plainly difcovered the mountains in
land. The fea coaft near Cape Weft is low, ri:fing with an 
eafy and gradual afcent to the foot of the mountains, and 
being in m-oft parts covered, with wood. From: Point Five 
Fingers, down to latitude 440 20' there is a narrow ridge of 
hills that rifes direCbly from' the fea, and is covered with 
wood: clofe behind thefe hills are the mountains, extending 
in another ridge of a ftupendous height, and confifting of 
rocks that are totally barren and naked, except where they 
are covered with fnow, which is to be feen in large patches, 
upon many parts of them, and has probably lain there ever 
fince the creation of the world: a prof peet lllore rude, 

. ~' 

craggy, and de folate than this country affords from the fea, 
cannot poffibly be conceived, for as far inland as the eye: 
can reach, nothing appears but the fummits of rocks, which,. 
frand fo near together, that inftead of vallies there is only 
fiifures between thelll. From the latitude of 440 20', to the 
latitude of 42 ~ 8', thefe mountains lie farther inland,.>' and 
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the fea coaft confifts of woody hills and vallies, of various 
height and extent, and has much appearance of fertility: 
many of the vallies form plains of confiderable extent, 
-wholly covered with wood, but it is very probable that the 
ground, in nlany places, is fvvampy and interfperfed with 
pools of water. From latitude 42oW, to 41° 30', the land is 
not diftinguifhed by any thing remarkable: it rifes into hills 
direc'tly from the rea, and is covered with wood; but the 

. weather being foggy while we were upon this part of the 
coaft, we could fee very little inland, eJ):cept now and then 
the fummits of the mountains, towering above the cloudy 
mifts that obfcured them below, which confirmed my opinion 
t11at a chain of mountains extended from one end of the 
iiland to the other. 

In the afternoon, we had a gentle breeze at S. W. which, 
before it was quite dark, brought us abreaft of the eaftern 
point which we had feen at noon; but not knowing what 
courfe the land took on the other fide of it, we brought to in 
thirty-four fathom, at the diftance of about one league from 
the fhore. At eight in the evening, there being little wind, 
We filled and ftood on till Inidnight) and then we brought to 
till four in the morning, when we again nlade fail, and at 
break of day we faw low land extending frOlll the point to 
the S. S. E. as far as the eye could reach, the eafrern extre
mity of which appeared in round hillocks: by this time the 
gale had veered to the eaftward, which obliged us to ply to 

windward. At noon next day, the eafl:ern point bore S. "\V. 
by S. difl:ant fix teen lniles, and our latitude was 40° I 9': the 
wind continuing eafierly, we were nearly in the fame fitu
arion at noon on the day following. About three o'clock the 
wind came to the wefl:wa rd, and we fl:eered E. S. E. with all 
the fail we could fet till it was dark, and then fhortened fail 
till}he morning: as we had thick hazey weather all night~ 

we 
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we kept founding continually, and had frOlll thirty-feven to' 

forty-two fathom. 'Vhen the day broke we faw land bearing 
So E. by E. and an iiland lying near it, bearing E. S. E. diftant 
about five leagues: this iiland I knew to be the fame that I 
had feen from the entrance of QEeen Charlotte's Sound,. 
from which it bears N. W~ by N. diftant nine leagues. At 
noon, it bore fauth, diftant four or five miles, and the north. 
weft head of the Sound'S. E. by S. diftant ten leagues and aa 
half. Our latitude, by obfervation, was 40° 33' S. 

As we had now circumnavigated the whole country, it be~ 
came neceffary to think of quitting it, but as I had thirty; 
tons of empty water caiks on board, this could not be done 
till I had filled them: I therefore hauled round the ifiand,. 
and entered a bay, which lies between that and QEeenChar
lotte's· Sound, leaving three more~ Wands, which lay clofe 
under the wefl:ern ihore, between three or four miles within. 
the entrance, on our fl:arboard hand: while we were run,. 
ning in, we kept the lead continually going, and had from. 
forty to twelve fathom. At fix o'clock in the evening, we. 
anchored in eleven fathom with a muddy bottom, under the 
weft ihore, in the fecond cove, that lies within the three 
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ifiands; and as foon as it was light the next lTIorning, I took. Wednef. 28, 

a boat, and went on w.ore to look for a watering-placeT and 
a proper birth for the ihip, bothwhichI found 1 much to my 
fatisfaCtion. As foon as the ihip was moored, I fent an offi~ 
eer on !hare to fuperintend the watering, and the carpenter, 
with his crew, to cut wood, while the long-boat was em~ 
ployed in landing the empty cafl.;::so 

In this employment we were bufy till the 30th,. when the . 
. . Fnday ~O, 

WInd feemmg~o fettle at S·. E. and our water being nearly ~ 

completed, we warped the ihip out of the cove, that we 
might have room to get under fail: and at noon.! went away 
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in the pinnace to exalnine as much of the bay as my time 

would admit. 

After rowing about two leagues up it, I went ail10re upom 
a point of land on the wefiern fide, and having climbed a 
hill, I faw the weftern ann of this bay run in S. W. by w~ 
about five leagues farther, yet I could not difcover the end of 
it: there appeared to be feveral other inlets, or at leaft {mall 
bays, between this and the north weft head of~een Char~ 
lotte's Sound, in each of which? I ll1ake no doubt, there is 
.anchorage and ihelter, a.s they are all covered from the fea 
wind by the iilands which lie without them. The land 
about this bay, as far as I 'could fee of it, is of a hilly fur ... 
face, chiefly covered with trees, ilirubs, and fern, which 
render travelling difficult and fatjguing. In this excurfion I 
:was accompanied by Mr. Banks and Dr. Solander, who found 
feveral new plants. We met with fome hutts., which feemed 
to have been long deferred, but faw no inhabitants. Mr. 
Banks examined feveral of the Hones that fay upon the 
beach, which were full of veins, and had a mineral appear
ance; but he did not difcover any thing in them which he 
knew to be ore : if he had had an opportunity to examine 
any of the bare rocks, perhaps he might have been more 
fortunate. He was alfo ,of 'Opinion that what I had taken for 
marble in another place, was a mineral fubftance; and that, 
,confidering the correfpondence of latitude between this place 
and South America., it was not improbable but that, by a 
.proper examination) fomethin,g very valuable might be 
found. 

At my return in the evening, I !fOund all the wood and 
water on board, and the ihip ready for the fea; I l'efolved 
therefore to quit the country, and return home by fuch a 
route as might be of moil advantage to the fervice; and 

upon 



ROUND THE-WORLD~ 

upon this fubjel9: took the opinion of my officers. I had 
myfelf a ftrong defire to return by Cape Horn, becau[e that 
would have enabled me finally to determine, whether there 
is or is not a fouthern continent; but againft this it was a 
fufficient objection that we muft have kept in a high fouth-
ern latitude in the very depth of winter, with a veffel which 
was not thought fufficient. for the undertaking: and the 
fame reafon was urged againft our proceeding direcl:1 y for 
the Cape of Good Hope, with ftill more force, becaufe no 
difcoveryof moment could be hoped for in that rout; it was 
therefore refolved that we ihould return by the Eaft Indies, 
and that with this view we ihould, upon leaving the coaft, 
freer weftward, till we ihould fall in with the eaft coaft of 
New Holland, and then foHow the direction of that coaft to 
the northward, tin we ihould arrive at its northern extre-
mity; but if that ihould be found impracticable, it was fur-
ther refolved that we fhould endeavour to fall in with the 
land, or iilands, faid to have been difcover~d by ~iros. 

433 
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With this view, at break of day on Saturday the SIft of SaturdaY3r. 

March 1770, we got under fail, and put to fea, with the ad
vantage of a freih gale at S. E. a,nd clear weather, taking OUl'" 

departure from the ea.-fiern point, which we had feen at noon 
on the 23d, and to which, on thisoccafion, I gave the name 
of CAPE FAREWELL. ' 

The bay out of which we hadjuft failed I called ADMIRALTY 

B.1 Y, giving the name of CAPE ST EPHENS to the north weft 
point, and of CAPE JACKSON to the fouth eafi, after the two 
gentlemen who at this time were Secretaries to the Board. 

Admiralty Bay may canly be known by the iiland that has 
been juG Hlentioned, which lies two miles N. E. of Cape Ste
phens, in latitude 40° 3 is. longitude 18 5() 6' \V. and is of a 
confiderable height. Bet~.yeen this iiland and Cape Farewell, 

VOL, II. ;; K which 
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17"0. which are between fourteen and fifteen leagues diftant from 
ivJarch. 
~~ . each other, in the direction of W. by N. and E. by S. the

Sllwrday 3 I. 1hore forms a large deep bay, the bottom of which we could 
{caredy fee while we were failing in a firait line frOlll one 
Cape w the other; it is, however, probably of lefs depth than 
it appeared to be, for as we found the water ihallower here, 
than at the fame diftance from any other part of the coaft, there 
is reafon to [uppo{e, that the land at the bottom whieh lies. 
next the fea is low, and therefore not eafily to be diilin;.. 
guiihed from it. I have for this rea[on called it BLI N D BA Y, 

and'am of opinion that it is the [arne which was called I\1ur
ciererjs Bay by Tafman. 

Such particulars of this country and its inhabitants, with 
their manners and cufioms, as could be learnt while we \vere: 
c:ircumn;:tvigating the coa.ft~ ihall now be related,." 
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N·· E W Z E A LAN D was firft difcovered by Abel Janfen rno• 
. h' h r: I Marc!:!. Tafman, a Dutc navIgator, w o~e name las been '\..-.-.v---J 

feveral times mentioned in this narrative, on the I3th of 
December, in the year 1642. He traverfed the eaftern coaft 
from latitude 34 Q to 43, and entered the ftreight w·hich di~ 
vides the two ifiands, and in the chart is called COOK'S 

STREIGHT; but being attacked by the natives foon after he 
came to an anchor, in the place to which he gave the name 
of Murderer's Bay, he never went on 111Ore. He gave the· 
country the name of STAATEN LA ND, or the land of the States, 
in honour of the States-General, and it is now generally 
diftinguifhed in our maps and cparts by the naIne of NE VI 

ZEALAND. As the whole of this country, except that part of 
the coaft which was feen by Tafman from on board his ihip, 
has from his time, to the voyage of the Endeavour, remained 
altogether unknown, it has by many been fuppofed to be 
part of a fouthern continent. It is however now known to 
confift of two large ifiands, divided from each other by a 
fheight or pafEtge, which is about four or five leagues 
broad. 

TIl.efe iflands are fituated between the latitudes of 34 q and 
48° S. and between the longitudes of 18 I 0 and 1940 \V. \vhich 
is now determined with uncommon exaCtnefs, from innu ... 

Inerable obfervations of the fun and BlOOD, and one of the 

3 K 2, tranfits 
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tranfits of Mercury, by Mr. Green, a perron of known a bi~ 
lities, who, as has been obferved before, was fent out by the 
Royal Society, to obferve'the tranfit of Venus in the South 

Seas. 

The northermoft of there iflands is caned by the natives 
Eaheinomauwe, and tlle fouthermoft Tovy, or Tavai Poe.
nammOD; yet, as I have obferved before, we are not fure
whether the name Tovy Poenammoo comprehends the 
whole fouthern ifland, or only part of i,t. The :figure and 
extent of thefe Wands, with the fituation of the bays and 
harbours they contain, and the fmaller iflands that lie about 
them, will appear from the chart that I have drawn, every 
part of which, however, I cannot vouch to be equally accu
rate. ' The coaft of Eaheinomauwe, from Cape Pallifer to 

Eaft Cape, is laid down with g.reat exa,,9:nefs,_ both in its 
figure, and the courfe and diftance from point to poilu; for 
the opportunities that offered, and the methods that I ufed

1 

were fuch as €otlld fcarcely admit of an error. From Eafl 
Cape to St. Maria. van Diemen, the chart, though perhaps 
not equally exaCt,. is without any error of moment, except 
pollibly in fome few places which are here, and in other 
parts of the chart, difiingui1.hed by a dotted line, and which 
I had no opportunity to examine: from Cape Maria van Di
emento latitude 360 IS', we were feldom nearer the {hare 
t11an between five and eight leagues; and therefore the line 
that marks the fea coaft may poffibly be erroneous. From 
latitude 36° 15~ to nearly the length of Entry Hland,. our 
(ourfe was very near the [hore, and in this part of the chart 
therefore there can be no material error, except perhaps at 
Cape Tierawitte. Between Entry Hland and Cape Pallifer 
we were again farther from the ihore, and this part of the 
coaft therefore may not be laid down with minute exactnefs, 
yet, llpon the whole, I am of opinion that this ill and will be . 

found 
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found not much to differ from the figure that I have given' 
it, and that upon the coaft there are few or no harbours 
which are not noticed in the journal, or delineated in the 
£hart. I cannot however fay as much of Tovy Poenammoo, 
the feafon of the year, and the circllmftances of the voyage, 
would not permit me to fpend fo much time about this 
ifiand as, I had employed upon the other; and the ftorms 
that we nlet with made it both difficult and dangerous· to 
keep near the iliore. However, from. Q,yeen Charlotte's 
Sound to Cape Campbel, and as far to the- S. vV. as latitude 
43 0

, the chart will be found pretty accurate. Between lati-
tude 43 0 and latitude 44° 20 the line may be doubted, for of 
fome part of the coaft which it reprefents, we had [carcely a 
view. From latitude 44° 20',. to Cape Saunders, our diftance
would not permit me to be particular, and the weather was 
befides. extremely unfavourable. From Cape Saunders. to 
Cape South, and even to Cape Weft, there is affo reafon to 

fear that the chart will in many places be found erroneous, 
as we were feldom able to keep the ihore, and were fome-
tir.oes blown to fuch a diftance that it could not be feen, 
From Cape Weft to Cape Farewell, and even to Charlotte's 
Sound, it is not more to be. trufted._ 

Tovy Poenammoo is for the' moil: part a mountainous, and Country;' 

to all appearance a barren country; and the people whom 
we faw in ~een Charlotte's Sound, thofe that came off to 
us un.der the fnowy mountains, and the fires to the weft of 
Cape Saunders, were all the inhabitants, and figns of in~ 
llabitants, that we difcovered upon the whole iiland. 

Eaheinomauwe ha~ a much better appearance; it is indeed 
not only hilly but mountainous, yet even th.e hills and mOUll-
tains are covered witb wood, and every valley lias a rivulet 

of 



LIEUTENANT COOK's VOYA,GE 

1770. ,of water: the foil in thefe vallies, and in the plains, of 
,~ ''Which there are many that a];'e not overgrown with wood, is 

in general light but fertile, and in the opinion of Mr. Banks 
and Dr. Solander, as well as of every other gentleman on 
board, every kind of European grain, plants, and fruit, 
would flouriih here in the utmoft luxuriance: from the ve
getables that we found here, there is reafon to conclude, 
that the winters are milder than thofe in England, and we 
found the fUlnmer not hotter, though it' was more equally 

'warm; fo that if this country fhould be fettled by people 
from Europe, they would, with a little induftry, be very 
foon fupplied not only with the nece1faries, but the luxuries 

~adrqpeds. 

of life in great abundance. 
>j; 

In this country there are no quadrupeds but dogs and rats, 
at leaft we faw no other, and the rats are fo fcarce that many 
of us never faw them. The dogs live with the people, who 
breed them for no other purpofe than to eat: there might 
indeed be quadrupeds that we did not fee, but this is not 
probable, becaufe the chief pride of the natives, with refpefr 
to theirdrefs, is in the flcins and hair of fuch animals as they 
have, and we never faw the ikin of any animal about them 
but thofe of dogs and birds: there are indeed feals upon the 
(oaft, and we once fawa fea lion, but we imagine ,they are 
fcldom, caught, for though we faw fome of their teeth 
which were faihioned into an ornament like a bodkin, and 
worn by the natives at their breaft, and highly valued, we 
faw none of their ikins: there are whales alfo upon this 
coait, and though the peopk did not appear to have any art 
or infl:rument by which fuch an animal could be taken and 
killed, we faw pattoo-pattoos in the poifeffion of fome of 
them, which were made of the bone of a whale, or of fome 
other animal whofe bone had exactly the fame appearance. 

-7 Of 
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Of birds, the fpedes are not many; and of there none, 
except perhaps the gannet, ·is the fame with thore of Eu
rope: here are ducks indeed, and fhags of fever~l kinds,; 
fufficiently refembling thofe of Europe, to be called the 
fame:, by thofe who have not examined them very nicely
Here are alfo hawks, owls, and quails, which differ but 
little from thofe of Europe at firft fight; and feveral fInaH 
birds, whofe fang, as has been remarked in the courfe of 
the narrative, is much more melodious than any that we 
had ever heard. 

The fea coaft is alfo vifited by many oceanic birds) part i
eularly albatroffes, fheerwaters, pinrados, and a few of the' 
birds which Sir John Narborough has called Penguins, and. 
which indeed are what the French call Nitance, and feem 
to be a middle fpecies between bird and, fi{h; for their fea
thers,. eJpeciaUy thofe upon their wings, differ very little 
from' fcales; and their wings themfelves, which they ufe only 
in diving, and not to accelerate their motion even upon the 
fl:1rface of the water, may, perhaps with equal propriety, be 
called fins ... 

Neither are infects in greater plenty than birds: a few: 
butterflies and beetles, fleili :fiies, very like thofe in Europe? 
and fome mufquitos and fand flies, perhaps exaCtly the fame
with thofe of North Alnerica, make up the whole catalogue~ 
Of mufquitos and. fand flies, however, which are j uilly ac-
counted the cUffe of every country where they abound, we
did not fee ll1any; there were indeed a fe\v in almofl: every 
place where we went on iliore, but they gave us fo little 
trouble, th-at we did, not make ufe of the. ihades which we 
had provided for the fe.aurity of our faceso 

For this fcarcity of animals upon the land; the fea, hov,/;.,., 

ever, makes an abundant recompenfe; every creek fw.ann ...... 
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ing with fi1h, which are not only wholefon1e, but equally 
delicious with thofe of Europe: "the :£hip feldom anchored in 
any ftation, or with a light gale paired any place, that did 
not afford us enough with hook and line to ferve -the whole 
fuip's company, efpecially to the fouthward:· when we lay 
at anchor, the boats, with hook and line, near tbe rocks, 
could take fifh in any quantity; and the fcine feldom failed 
of producing a fUll more ample fupply; fo that both times 
when we anchored in Cook's Streight, every mefs in the ihip, 
that was not carelefs and improvident, falted as much as 
lafied m.any weeks after they went to fea. Of this article, 
the variety was equal to the plenty; we had roackrel of many 
kinds, among whi<;h, one was exaCtly the fame as we have in 
England; thefe came in irnmenfe ihoals, and were taken by 
the natives in their feines, who fold them to us at a very eafy 
rate. Befides the fe, there were fifh of many fpecies which 
we had never feen before, but to all which the feamen very 
readily gave names; fo that we talked,here as familiarly of 
hakes, bream, cole-fifh," and many others, as we do in Eng
land; and though they are by no means of the fame famil y, 
it mua be confeffed that they do honour to the name. But 
the higheft luxury which the fea afforded us, even in this 
place, was the lobfter or fea cray-fiih, which are probably 
the fame that in the Accoun t of Lord Anfon 's Voyage are [aid 
to have been found at the iiland of Juan Fernandes, except 
that, although large, they are not quite equal in fize: they 
differ from ours in England in feveral particulars, they have 
a greater number of prickles on the-ir backs, and they are 
red when fir11 taken out of the water. Thefe we alfo bOll (YIlt 

b 

every where to the northward in great quantities of the na-
tives, who catch them by diving near the ihore) and finding
out where they lie with their feet. vVe had alfo a £1fh that 
Fr~zier, in his Voyage to the Spanifh Main in South Ame-

,., ... nea, 
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nea, has defcribed by the nalnes of Elefallt, Pejegallo, or 
Poifon (oq, which though coarfe, we eat very hearti~y. Seve
ral fpecies of the ikate, or fling-ray, are alfo found here, 
which were flill coarfer than the Elefant; but as an atone
ment, we had among many kinds of dog-nih one, {potted 
with white, which was in flavour exaCtly fimilar to our beft 
:f}-;:.ate, but much more delicious. Vve had alfo flat fiG1. rc
fcmbling both [ales and flounders, befides eels and congers 
of various kinds, with many others of "\vhich thofe who 
1hall hereafter viiit this coaft will not fail to find the advan-

. tage; and ihell-fiili in great variety, particularly clams, 
cockles,. and oyfters. 

Among the vegetable productions of this country, the 
trees claim a principal pla'ce; for here are forefts of vaft ex
tent, full of the flraitefl:., the cleaneil, and the largefl: timber 
trees that we had ever feen; their fize, their grain, and ap
parent durability, render them fit for any kind of building, 
and indeed for every other purpofe except mafl:s; for which, 
as I have already obferved, they are too hard, and too hea
vy: there'is one in particular which, when we were upon 
the coaft, was rendered confpicuous by a fcarlet flower, that 
feemed to be a compendage of many fibres; it is about as 
large as an oak, and the wood is exceedingly hard and hea
vy, and excellently adapted to the u[e of the mill-wright. 
There is another whichgrO\vs in the fwamps, remarkably 
tall and {hait, thick en,ough to Inake mails for vends of any 
fize, and, if a. judgment Inay be formed by the diretlion of 
its grain, very tough: this, which, as has been before re
marked, our carpenter thought to refemble the pitch-pine, 
may probably be lightened by tapping, and it will then 
make the finefl: mails in the world: it has a leaf not unlike 
a yew, and bears berries in fm.aH b'..lnches. 
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Great part of the country is covered with a luxuriant ver

dure, and our natural hiftorians were gratified by the no
velty, if not the variety of the plants. Sow-thifile, garden 
night-ihade, one or two kinds of grafs, the fame as in Er'g
land, and two or three kinds of fern, like thofe of the Weft 
Indies, with a few of the plants that are to be found in 
almof!: every part of the world, were all, out of about four 
hundred fpecies, that have hitherto been defcribed by any 
l)oranifis, or had been feen elfewhere during thecourfe of 
this voyage, except about :five or fix which had been gathered 
at Terra del Fuego, 

Of eatable vegetables there are but few; our people, in
deed, who had been long at fea, eat, with equal pleafure 
4nd advantage, of wild celery, and a kind of creifes, which 
grew in great abundance upon all parts of the [ea-thore. We 
aIfo, once or twice, met with a plant like what the country 
people in England call Lamb's quarters, or Fat-hen, which we 
boiled infl:ead of greens; and once we had the good fortune 
to find a cabbage tree" which afforded us a delicious meal; 
and, except the fern-root, and one other vegetable, totally 
unknown in Europe, and which, though eaten by the na
tives, was extrtmely difagreeable to us, we found no other 
vegetable produCtion that was fit for food, among thofe that 
appeared to be the wild produce of the country; and we 
could find but three efculent plants alTIOng thofe which are 
raifcd by cultivatioD~ yams, [weet potatoes, and coecos, Of 
the yams and potatoes there are plantations coniifl:iDP" of 

o 
nlJ.ny acres, and I believe that any fhip which fhould hap~ 
pen to be here in the autumn, when they are dug up, 111ighr: 
purchetfe them in any quantity. 

,c .. ~ourds a~e 1 alfo c~ltivated by the natives of this place, the 
H Ult of WhlCl1 furmihes thenl with veife1s for v'>r'o f, 

",~l U& lLCS, 
8 
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'Vealfo found here the Chinefe paper lTIulberry tree, the 1770' 
March. 

fame as that of, which the inhabitants of the Sauth Sea '--...r----..i 

iflands nuke their cloth; but it is fa fcarce, that though the 

New Zealanders alfo make cloth of it, they have not enough. 
for any other purpo[e than to wear as an ornament in the 
holc3 which they make in their ears, as I have obferved 
before. 

But among all the trees, l11.fubs, and pbnts of this coun
try, there is not one that produces fruit, except a berry 

I 

which has neither fweetne[s nor flavour, and which none 

but the boys took pains to gather, ihould be honoured with 
that appellation. There is, however, a plant that ferves the 
inhabitants inftead of hemp and flax, which excels all that 
are put to the fame purpofes in other countries. Of this 
plant there are two forts; the leaves of both refemble thofe 
of flags, but the flowers are fmaller, and their cluHers lTIOre 

numerous; in one kind they are yellow, and in the other a 
deep red. Of the leaves of thefe plants, with very little pre
paration, they Inak.e all their common apparel; and of there 
they make alfo their firings, lines, and cordage for every pur
pofe, which are fa ll1uch ftronger than any rhing we can 
make with hemp, that they will not bear a cOlnparifon. 
From the fame plant, by another preparation, they draw 
long :{lender fibres which :!hine like filk, and are as white 
as fnow: of the fe, which are alfo furpriiingly ftrong, the 
finer clothes are made; and of the leaves, without any other 
preparation than fplitting theln into proper breadths, and 
tying the fhips together, they Il1ake their fifhing nets; fame 
of which, as I have before remarked,· are of an enonnous 
fize. -

A plant) which with [nch advantage n1ight be applied to 

fo many ufeful and important purpofes, would certainly be 

3 L 2 a great 
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a rrreat acquifition to England, where it would probably 
b L 

thrive with very little trouble, as it [eerns to be hardy, and 
to afTec't no particular foil; being found equally in hill and 
valley; in the drieft mould, and the deepefl: bogs: the bog, 
however, it feerns rather to prefer, as near fuch places we 
obferved it to be larger thali elfewhere. 

I have already obferved, that we found great plenty of 
iron fand in l'v1ercury Bay, and therefore that iron ore is 
undoubtedly to be found at no great diftance. As to other 
n1ctals we had fcareely knowlege enough of the country for 
conjecture. 

If the fettling of this country ihould ever be thought an 
objec't worthy the attention of Great Britain, the beft place 
for el1abliihing a colony would be either on the banks of 
the Thames, or in the country bordering upon the Bay of 
Wands. In either place there would be the advantage of an 
excellent harbour; and, by means of the river, fettIements 
might be extended, and a communication eftablifhed with 
the inland parts of the country: veifels might be built 
of the fine timber which abounds in thefe parts, at very little 
trouble and expence, fit for fuch a navigation as would an
[wer the purpofe. I cannot indeed exactly affign the depth 
of water which a veifel intended to navigate this river, even 
as far up as I went with the boat, ihould draw, becaufe 
this depends upon the depth of water that is upon the bar, 
or fiats, which lie before the narrow part of the river, for I 
had no opportunity to ll1ake myfelf acquainted with them; 
but I am of opinion, that a veifel which fhould draw not 
more than twelve Jeet would perfectly anfwer the purpofe. 

Peopl~. \:Vhen we firft arrived upon the coaft of this country, we 
imagined it to be much better peopled than we afterwards 

found 
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found it, conCluding that the inland parts were populous 177°· 
Ma.-ch. 

from the fmoke that we faw at a confiderable diftance from ~ 
the fhore; and perhaps that may really be the cafe with re-
fpea to the country behind Poverty Bay, and the Bay of 
Plenty, where the inhabitants appeared to be more nume-
rous than in other places. But we had reafon to believe, 
that, in general, no part of the country but the fea co aft is 
inhabited; and even there we found the people but thinly 
fcattered, all the weftern coaft from Cape Maria Van Diemen 
to Mount Egmont being totally defolate; fo that upon the 
whole the number of inhabitants bears no proportion to the 
extent of country. 

C HAP. 
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_-4. Difcriplio7Z of the Inhabitants, their Habitations, Ap
parel, Ornaments, Food, Cookery, al1d Ma11ner 

of Life. 

T,HE fl-ature of the men in general isequal to the largeR: 
, of thofe in Europe: they are ftout, well limbed, and 

fie111Y; but not fat, like the lazy and luxurious inhabitants 
of the iilands in the South Seas: they are alfo exceedingly 
vigorous and aCtive; and have an adroitnefs, and 11lanual 
dexterity in an uncommon degree, which are difcovered in 
whatever they do. I have feen the ftrokes of fifteen paddles 
on a fide in one of their canoes made with incredible quick
ne[s, and yet with fuch minute exac9:nefs of time, that 
an the rowers feemed to be actuated by one common foul. 
Their colour in general is brown; but in few deeper than. 
that of a Spaniard, who has been expofed to the fun; in lnany 
not fo deep. The women have not a fen'linine delicacy in. 
their ::tppearance, but their voice is remarkably foft.~ and by 
that, the drcfs of both fexes being the fame, they are prin
cipally difiinguiihed: they have, however, like the women of 
other countries, more airy cheerfulnefs, and a greater flow 
of anima1 fpirits, than the other {ex. Their hair, both of the 
hea.d and bC:1rd, is black; and their teeth extremely regular, 
::md as white as ivory: the features of both [exes are good; 
th:::), fccm to enjoy high health, and we faw Illany who ap

peared to be of a great age. The difpofitions bctth of the 
)!lcn :1ntl women feemed to be mild and gentle; they treat 

each 
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each other with the tenclereft affeC'tion, but are implacable 
towards their enemies, to \vhom, as I have before obfervcd, 
they never give quarter. It may perhaps, at 11 1'fl: , feelTI 
ftrange, that where there is fo little to be got by victory, there 
fhould fo often be war; and that every little diftricr of a 
country inhabited by people fo Tnild and placid, fhould be 

at enmity with all the reft. But pollibly more is to be gained 
by vic9:ory among thefe people than at firD: appears, and [hey 
may be prompted to lTIutual hoftiEties by motives which no 
de e-ree of frien d{hi p or affecrion is able w refiil:. It a ppears ~ o _ 

by the account that has already been given of them, that 
their principal food is fi:fh, which can only be procured upon. 
the fea- coaft; and there, in fufficient quantities, only at cer
tain times: the tribes, therefore, who live inland, if any 
fneh there are, and even thofe upon the coaft, mufl: be fre
quently in danger of peri!hing by falTIine. Their country 
produces neither fheep, nor goats, nor hogs, nor cattle; tarne 
fowls they have none, nor any art by which thofe that are 
wild can be caught in fufficient plenty to ferve as provifion. 
If there are any whofe fituation cuts thelll off from a fupply 
of iiih, the only fuccedaneulll of all other animal food, ex
cept dogs, they have nothing to fupport life, but the vegetables 
that have already been mentioned, of which the chief are fern 
root, yams, clams, and potatoes: when by any accident thefe 
fail, the diftre[s ll1-tIil be dreadful; and even among the inha
bitants of the coaft, many tribes mnn: frequently be reduced 

, [0 nearly the fame fituation, either by.the failure of their 
plantations, or the deficiency of their dry frock, during the 
{cafon when but few fiih are to be caught. Thefe confide
rations will enable us to account, not only for the ptrr>ctua! 
danger in \vhich the people who inhabit this country appear 
to live, by the care which they take to fortify every village;. 
but for the horrid prac'tice of eating thofe who are killed in 

7,·,t>l C • i.Jll..& '~~ ) 

447 

177°' 
IVlarch. 

"---v---J 



177°· 
]\" arch. 

\-_·v--' 

LIEUTENANT COOK's VOYAGE, 

battle; for the hunger of him who is preifed by famine to 
fight, will abrorb every feeling, and every fentiment ,:hich 
would reftrain hilTI from allaying it with the body of hIS ad
verfary. It may however be remarked, that, if this account 
of the origin of fo horrid a practice is true, the mifchief 
does by no means end with the neceHity that produced it: 
after the prac'tice has been once begun on one fide by hun
ger" it will naturally be adopted on the other by revenge. 
Nor is this all, for though it rnay be pretended, by fome who 
wifh to appear fpeculative and philofophical, that whether 
the dead bouy of an enemy be eaten or buried, is in itfelf a 
a matter p~rfeCtly indifferent; as it is, whether the breafts 
and thighs of a woman {hould be covered or naked; and 
that prejudice and habit only make us ihudder at rhe viola
tion of cuftom in one infiance,- and blufh at it in the other: 
yet) leaving this as a point oLdoubtful difputation, to be dif
cuffed at leifure, it rnay fafely be affirmed, that the prac'1:ice 
of eating human flefh, whatever it may be in itfelf, is rela
tively, and in irs confequences, mofi pernicious; tending 
manifeflly to eradicate a principle which is the chief fecu
rity of human life, and more frequently refl:rains the hand 
of murder than the fenfe of duty, or even the fear of pu
nif1llnent. 

A~;:-i.Gng thoie who are accuflomed to eat the dead, death 
rnufi have loft much of its horror; and where there is little 
honor at the fight of death, there vrill not be luuch repug
nance to kill. A fen[e of duty, and fear of punifhmenr, may 
be rnore eafily furmounted than the feelings of Nature, or 

:ho~e which have been engrafted upon Nature by early pre
Judice and. uninterrupted cl1fiom. The horror of the lTIUr
derer arifc:'S leis from the guilt of the fac't, than its natural 
effeCt; and he who has familiarifcd the effec'1:-, will con fe
quentIy lofe much of the horror. By our laws, and our re-

ligion j 
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liglon, murder and theft incur the fame punifhment, both 
in this world and the next; yet, of the multitude who would 
deliberately fleal, there are but vel:Y few who would delibe
rately kill, even to procure much greater advantage.·· But 
there is the flrongeft reafon to believe, that thofe who have 
been fo accuftomed to prepare a human body for a meal, 
that they can with as little feeling cut up a dead man, as our 
cook-maids divide a dead rabbit for a fricaifee, would feel 
as little horror in committing a murder as 1n picking a 
pocket, and confequently would take away life with as little 
compunCtion as property; fa that men, under thefe circum
fiances, would be made murderers by the flight temptations 
that now make them thieves. If any man doubts whether 
this reafoning is conclufive, let him aik himfelf, whether in 
his own opinion he ihould not be fafer with a man in whom. 
the horror of defl:roying life is {hong, whether in confe ... 
quence of natural inftinCt unfubdued, or of early prejudice, 
which has nearly an equal influence; than in the power of a 
man who under any temptation to murder him would be 
reftrained only by confiderations of interefl; for to there aU 
motives of mere duty Inay be reduced, as they muft termi
nate either in hope of good, or fear of evil. 

The fituation and circumfl:ances, however, of thefe poor 
people, as well as their temper, are favourable to thofe who 
:thall fettle as a colony among them. Their fituation fets 
them in need of protec9:ion, and their temper renders it eafy 
to attach theln by kindnefs; and whatever may be faid in 
favour of a favage life, among people who live in luxurious 
idlenefs upon the bounty of Nature, civilization would cer
tainly be a bleffing to thofe whom her parfimony fcarcely 
furnifhes with the bread of life, and who are perpetually 
deftroying each other by violence, as the only alternative of 
perHhing by hunger. 
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But thefe people, from whatever caufe, being inured to 
war, and by habit confide ring every fhanger as an enemy, 
were always difpofed to attack us when they were not inti
rnidated by our manifeft fuperiority. At firft, they had no 
notion of any fuperiority but numbers; and when this wa& 
on their fide, they confidered all our expreffions of kindnef& 
as the artifices of fear and cunning, to circumvent them~ 
and preferve ourfe!ves: but when they were once convinced 
of our power, after having provoked us to the ufe of our 
fire-arms, though loaded only with fmall ihot; and of our. 
clemency, by our forbearing to make ufe of weapons fo. 
dreadful except in our defence; they became at once friend~ 
Iy, and even affectionate, placing in us the moft unbounded. 
confidence, and doing every thing which could incite us to 
put equal confidence in them. It is alfo remarkable, that 
when an intercourfe was once eftablifhu:d between us, they 
were very rarely deteCted in any aCb of diihonefiy. Before, 
indeed, and while they confidered us as enemies, who came 
upon their coaft only to; lnake an advantage of them, they 
did not fcruple by any means to make an advantage of us;, 
and would, therefore~ when they had received the price of 
any thing they· had 0ffered to fell, pack up both the pur~ 
chafe and the purchafe-money with aU poffible cOlnpofure, 
as fo n1uch lawful plunder from people who had no view 
but to pluncl.er them. 

I have obferved that our friends in the South Seas had not 
even the idea of indecency, with refpe& to any object: or any 
aCtion; bu.t this was by no means the cafe with the inhabi,.' 
tants of New Zealand, in whofe carriage and converfatio~ 
there :vas as much mode~ referve and decorum withrefpetl: 
to :al'tlOl1S, which yet in their opinion were not criminal as 
are to be found a:nong the politeft people in Europe. '~he 
women were not lmpregnable 1 but the terms and nlanner 

of 
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of compliance were as decent as thofe in marriage among us, 
and according to their notions, the agreement was as inno
cent. When any of our people made an overture to one of 
their young women, he was given to underftand that the 
confent of her friends was neceffary, and by the influence of 
a proper prefent, it was generally obtained; but when thefe 
preliminaries were fettled, it was alfo neceffary to treat the 
vvife for a night, with the fame delicacy that is here required 
by the wife for life, and the lover who prefumed to take any 
liberties by which this was violated, was fure to be difap. 
pointed. 

One of our gentlemen having made his addreifes to a fa
mily of the better fort, received an anfwer, which, tranilated 
into our language, according to the mode and fpirit of it, as 
well as the letter, would have been exac9:ly in thefe terms: 
" Any of thefe young ladies win think tbemfelves honoured 
by your addreifes, but you muft firf!: make me a fllitable pre~ 
fent, and you muft then come and fleep with us on il"lore, Jor 
daylight mufl: by no means be a witnefs of what paifcs be
tween you." 

I have already obferved, that in perfonal c1eanlinefs they 
are not quite equal to our friends at Otaheite'; becaufe, not 
baving the advantage of fa warm a climate, they do not fa 
often go into the water; but the mofl: difguftful thing about 
them is the oil, with which, like the Iflanders, they anoint 
their hair: it is certainly the fat either of fiill or of birds, 
melted down, and though the better [art have it freih, their 
inferiors nfe that which is rancid, and confequently are al-

, n1ofl: as difagreeable to the [mell as a Hottentot; neither aTe 
their heads free from vermin, though we obferved that they 
were furnifhed with c0111bs, both of bone and wood: thefe 
COD1bs are fometin1es worn fiuck upright in the hair as an 
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ornament) a faihion which at prefent prevails among the 
ladies of England. The men generally wear their beards 
ilion, and their hair tied upon tlole crown of the head in a 
bunch, in which they flick the feathers of various birds, in 
different manners, according to their fancies; fometimes 
one is placed on each fide of the temples, pointing forwards, 
which we thought made a very difagreeable appearance., 
The women wear their hair fometilnes cropped iliort, and 
fometirnes flowing over their ihoulders. 

The bodies of both fexes are marked with the black fl:ains 
called Amoco, by the fame method that is ufed at Otaheite .. 
and called Tattowing; but the men are more marked, and 
the women lefs. The women in general Hain no part of 
their bodies but the lips, though fornetirnes they are marked 
with fmall black patches on other parts: the men, on the 
contrary, feern to add fomething every year to the orna
ments of the laft, fo that fome of them, 'Yho appeared to be 
of an advanced age, were almoft covered from head to foot" 
Befides the Amoco, they have marks impreffed by a method 
unknown to us, of a very extraordinary kind: they are fur
rows of about a line deep, and a line broad, fuch as appear 
upon the bark of a tree which has been cut through, after a 
year's growth: the edges of thefe furrows are afterwards in
dented by the fame lnethod, and being perfeCtly black) 
they make a moft frightful appearance. The faces of the 
old men are almoft covered with thefe marks; thofe who 
are very young, black only their lips like the WOillen; when 
they are fomewhat older, they have generally a black patch 
upon one cheek, and over one eye, and fa proceed gra
dually, that they luay grow old and honourable together: 
but though we could not but be difgufl:ed with the horrid 
deformity which thefe fiains and furrows produced in the 
&, human face divine;' we could not but admire the dexte-
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rity and art with which they were impreffed. The marks upon 
the face in general are fpirals, which are drawn with great 
nicety, and even elegance, thafe.on one fide exactly corre
[ponding with thofe on the other: the Inarks on the body 
fomewhat refemble the foliage in old chafed ornaments, and 
the convolutions of fillagree work; but in thefe they have 
fueh a luxuriance of fancy, that of an hundred, which at 
firft fight appeared to be exaCtly the fame, no two were, 
upon a clofe examination, found to be alike. vVe obferved, 
that the quantity and form of thefe n1arks were different in 
different parts of the coaft, and that as the principal feat of 
them at Otaheite was the breech, in New Zealand it was 
fometimes the only part which was free, and in general was 
lefs diftinguifhed than any other. 

The frins of thefe people, however, are not only dyed, but 
painted, for as I have before obferved, they fmear their bo
dies with red oker, fome rubbing it on dry, and fome apply
ing it in large patches n1ixed with oil, which is always wet, 
and which the leaft touch will rub off, fo that the tranfgref
fions of [uch of our people as were guilty of ravifhing a kifs 
from thefe blooming beauties, were mof!: legibly written 
upon their faces. 

The drefs of a Ne\v Zealander is certainly, to a f!:ranger 
at firft fight, the IllOfi uncouth that can be imagined. It is 
made of the leaves ·of the flag, which has been defcribed 
among the vegetable produtlions of this country: thefe 
leaves are fplit into three or four flips, and the flips, Yihen 

they are dry, interwoven with each other into a kind of ftuff 
between netting and cloth~ with all the ends, which are 
eight or nine inches long, hanging out on the upper fide, 
like the ihag or thrumb matts, which we fometimes fee 
lying in a paffilge. Of this cloth, if cloth it .may be called, 
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two pieces ferve for a com plete drefs; one of them is tied 
over their :lhoulders with a firing, and reaches as low as 
the knees; to the end of this firing is fafiened a bodkin of 
bone, which is eafily paired through any two parts of this 
upper garment, fo as to tack them tOgether; the other piece 
is wrapped round the waifi, and reaches nearly to the 
ground: the lower garment, however, is worn by the men 
only upon particular occafions; but they wear a belt, to 
which a firing is fafl:ened, for a very fingular ufe. The in~ 
habitants of the South Sea iilands flit up the prepuce fa as 
to prevent it from covering the glans of the penis, but thefe 
people, on the contrary, bring the prepuce over the glans, 
and to prevent it from being drawn back by the contrac9:ion 
of the part, they tie the firing which hangs from their girdle, 
round the end of it. The glans indeed feemed to be the 
only:part of their body which they were folicitous to con
ceal, for they frequently threw off all their drefs but the belt 
and firing, with the mofi carelers indifference, but :£hewed 
InanifeO: figns of confufion, when, to gratify our curiofity, 
they were requeaed to untie the firing, and never confented 
b:ut with the utlnofi reluctance and ihame. When they have 
only their upper garment on, and fit upon their hams, they 
bear fome refemblance to a thatched houfe; but this cover:.. 
lng, though it is ugly, is well adapted to the ufe of thofe 
who frequently {leep in the ,open air, without any :other 
fhelter from the rain. 

But befides this courfe fhagor thatch, they have two forts 
of doth, which have an even furface, and are very ingeni
ouily made, in the fame manner with that luanufaCtured 
by the inhabitants of South Ame-rica, fome of which we 
procured at Rio de Janeiro. One fort is as coarfe as our 
coarfefi canvas, and fomewhat refembles it in the manner of 
~aying the threads, but it is ten times as ftrong: the othei" is 
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formed by many threads lying very clofe one way, and' a 
few croffing them the other, fo as to bind them together ,. 
but thefe are about half an inch afunder, fomewhat like the 
l'ound pieces of cane Inatting which are fometimes placed 

I 

under the dillies upon a table. This is frequently flriped" 
aI1:d always had a pretty appearance, for it is compofed or 
the fibres of the fame plant, which are prepared fo as to 
ibine like £Ilk. It is made in a kind of frame of the fize oJ1 
the cloth, generally about five feet long, and four broad. 
acrofs which the long threads, which lie clofe together, orr 
warp, are flrained, and the crofs· threads, or woof, are worked 
in by hand, which muO: be a very tedious operation'. 

To both thefe kinds of cloth they work borders of different 
colours, in flitches, fomewhat like carpeting, or rather like' 
thofe ufed. in the famplars which girls work at fchool. Thefe' 
borders are of various patterns, and wrought with a neat-
nefs, and even an elegance, which, confide ring they have' 
no needle, is furprizing: but the great pride of their drefs
confifis in the fur of their dogs, which they ufe with fuch 
€economy that they cut it into :fI::ripes, and few them upon 
their cloth at a diftance from each other, which is a thong 
proof that dogs are not plenty among them; thefe ilripes· 
are alfo of different colours, and difpofed fa as to produce a 
pleafing effeCt. We faw, fome dreifes that were adorned with 
feathers inftead of fur, but thefe were not common; and: 
we faw one that was intir~ly covered with the red feathers 
of the parrot. 

The drefs of the man who was killed', when we firfi went 
aihore in Poverty Bay, has been defcribed already; but we 
faw the fame drefs only once more during our flay upon the~ 
£0 ail:, and that was in QEeen Charlotte's Sound~ 
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'fhe women, contrary to the cufrom of the fex in general, 
feenled to aife{t drefs rather lefs than the nlen: their hair, 
which, as I have obferved before, is generally cropt iliort, is 
never tied upon the top of the head when it is fuffered to be 
long, nor is it ever adorned with feathers. Their garments 
were made of the fame materials, and in the fame form, as 
thofe of the other [ex, but the lower one ,was al wa y5 bound 
faft round thelD, except when they went into the water to, 
catch lobfiers, and then they took great care not to be feen 
by the men. Some of us happening one day to land upon a 
fmall iiland in Tolaga Bay, we furprized feveral of them at 
this employment; and the chafl:e Diana, with her nymphs, 
could not have difcovered more confu£1on and diftrefs at the 
fight of AEtxon, than thefe women expreffed upon onr ap
proach. Some of them hid themfelves among the rocks, 
and the reft crouched down in the fea till they had made 
themfelves a girdle and apron of fuch weeds as they could 
find, and when they came out, even with this veil, we could 
perceive that their modefty fuffered much pain by our pre
fence. The girdle and apron which they wear in comnl0n, 
have been ,mentioned before. 

Both fexes bore their ears, and by ftretching them the 
holes become large enough to admit a finger at leafl. In 
thefe holes they wear ornaments 6f various kinds, cloth, 
feathers, bones of large birds, and even fometimes a flick. of 
wood; and to thefe receptacles of finery they generally ap
plied the nails which we gave them, and every thing which 
it was poffible they could contain. The WOlnen fometilnes 
thruft through them the down of the albatrofs, which is as 
white as [now, and which, fpreading before and behind the 
hole in a bunch almoft as big as the fift, makes a very £1n
,~~plJar) and however fl:range it may be thought, not a dif-

agreeable 
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-agreeable appearance. Befides the ornaments that are thruft 
through the holes of the ears, many others are fufpended to 
them by firings; fuch as chiifels or bodkins nlade of green 
talc, upon which they fet a high value, the nails and teeth 
of their deceafed relations, the teeth of dogs, and every 
thing elfe that they can get, which they think either curious 
or valuable. The women alfo wear bracelets and andets, 
tuade of the bones of birds, fuells, or any other fubilances 
which they can perforate and ftring upon a thread. 1 he 
Inen had fometimes hanging to a firing, which went round 
the neck, a piece of green talc, or whalebone, fomewhat in 
the ibape of a tongue; with the rude figure of a man carved 
upon it; and upon this ornament they fet a high value. In 
one infiance, we faw the griftle that divides the noftrils, and 
called by anatomifts, the Jeptum 1tqfi, perforated, and -a fea
ther thruft through the whole, which projeCted on each fide 
over the cheeks: it is probable that this frightful .fingularity 
was intended as an ornament, but of the many people we 
faw, we never obferved it in any other, nor even a perfora
tion that might occafionally ferve for fuch a purpofe. 

Their houfes are the moil: inartificially made of any thing 
:among them, being fcarcely" equal, except in fize, to an 
Englifh dog-kennel: they are feldom more than eighteen 
'Or twenty feet long, eight or ten broad, and five or fix high, 
from the pole that runs from one end to the other, and forms 
the ridge, to the ground:. the framing is of wood, generally, 
ilender flicks, and both walls aadroofconfift of dry grafs 
and hay, which, it muft be confeifed, is very tightly put to
gether; and fome are alfo lined with the bark of trees, fo 
that in cold weather they muff: afford a very comfortable re
treat. The roof is floping, like thofe of our barn~, and the 
,door is ,at one end, juft high enol~gh to adrnit a man, creep
ing upon his hands and knees: near the door is a [quare 
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hole, which ferves the double office of window and chim
ney, for the fire-place is at that end, nearly in the nliddle 
between the two fides: in fome confpicuous part, and gene
rally near the door, a plank is fixed, covered with carving 
after their manner: this they value as we do a piCture, and 
in their eftimation it is not an inferior ornament: the fide
walls and roof projeCt about two feet beyond the walls at 
each end, fa as to fornl a kind of porch, in which there are 
benches for the accommodation of the family. That part 
of the floor which is allotted for the fire-place, is enclo{ed in 
a hollow {quare, by partitions either of wood or fione, and 
in the middle of it the fire is kindled. The fioor, along the 
infideof the walls, is thickly covered with ftraw, and upon 
this the family fleep. 

Their furniture and implements confiff of but. few articles" 
and one cheft commonly contains them all, except their 
provifion-baikets, the gourds that hold their freili water, 
and the hammers that are u{ed to heat their fern-root, which 
generally fiand without the door : fame rude tools, their 
cloaths, arms, and a few feather&; to flick in their hair~ 
make the reft of their treafure. 

Some of the better fort, w hofe families are large, have 
three or four hou[es enclofed within a court-yard, the walls 
of which are conftruCted of poles and hay, and are about 
ten or twelve feet high. 

When we were on {hon: in the diftriB: called Tolaga, we' 
faw the ruins, or rather the frame of a houfe, for it had 
never been finiilied, much fuperior in fize to any that we 
faw elfewhere ~ it was thirty feet in length, about fifteen in 
breadth, and twelve high: the fides of it were adorned with 
many carved planks, of a workmanfhip much fuperior to 
any other that we had met with ·in the country; but for 
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what purpofe it was built, or why it was deferted, we could 
never learn. 

But thefe people, though in their houCes they are fo well 
defended from the inclemency of the weather, feem' to be 
quite indifferent whether they have any fhelter at all during 
their excurfions in fearch of fern roots and fiili, fometimes 
fetting up a fmall fhade to windward, and fometimes alto .. 
gether negleaing even that precaution, flee ping with their 
women and children under builies, with their weapons 
ranged reund them, in the manner that has already been 
defcribed. The party confifting of forty or fifty, whom we 
faw at Mercury Bay, in a diftriCl:: which the natives (:aU 
Opoorage, never ereCted the leaft fhelter while we ftaid there, 
though it fometilues rained inceffilntly for four and twenty 
hours together. 

The articles of their food have been enumerated already; 
the principal, which to them is what bread is to the inha
bitants of Europe, is the roots of the fern which grows upon 
the hills, and is nearly the [arne with what grows upon our 
high commons in England, .and is called indifferently fern, \ 
bracken, or brakes. The birds which fometinies [crve 
them for a feaft, are chiefly penguins and albatroITes, with a 
few other fpecies that have been occafionally mentioned in 
this narrative. 
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Having no veffel in which water can be boiled, . their Cookery, 

cookery confifts wholly of baking and roafling. They bake 
nearly in the fame manner as the inhabitants of the South 
Seas, and to the account that has been already given of their 
roafting, nothing ne.ed be added, but that the long fkewer 
or fpit to which the ilelh is fafiened~ is placed floping towards 
the fire, by fetting one fione againft the bottom of it, and 
fupporting it near the middle with another, by the moving 
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To the northward, as 1 have obferved, there are planta
tions of yams, fweet potatOG!s, and eoccos, but we faw no
fuch to the fouthward;;, the inhabitants therefore of that: 
part of the country muLl fubfift wholly upon fern root and
iilli, except the fcanty and accidental refource which they 
may find in fea fowl and dogs-; and- that fern and fiih are~ 
not to be procured; at all feafons- of the year, even at the fea: 
fide, and upon the neighbouring hills, is manifeft from the
flores of both that we {aw laid up' dry, and, the reluc
tance which fame of them -expreifed at feHing. any part of; 
t11em to us when we offered- to ptwchafe them, at leaft the: 
fil11, for fea floFes: and this particular feems to confirm my 
opinion that this country fcarcely fufiains the prefent num
ber of its inhabitants, who are urged to perpetual hoftilities 
by hunger, which naturally prompted thenl- to eat the dead 
bodies of thofe who were ilain in the contefh 

Water is their univerfal and only liquor; as far as we 
could difcover, and if they have really no means of intoxica
tion, they are, in -this particular, happy beyond any other 
people that we have yet feen or heard of. 

As there is perhaps no [ource of difeafe either critical or 
chronic, but intemperance and inactivity, it' cannot be 
thought firange that thefe people enjoy perfe<..9: and uninter-' 
rupted health: in all our vifits to their towns, where young 
and old, men and women, crowded about us, prompted by 
the fame curiofity that carried us to look at them, we never' 
fa~ a fingle perron who appeared to have any bodily com
plaInt, nor among the numbers that we have feen naked· 
did we once perceive the ilightefl: eruption upo!). the ikin, 0; 
any marks that an eruption had left behind: at firft, indeed, 

3 obferving 
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obferving that fome of them when they came off to us were 
marked in patches with a ,white flowery appearance upon 
different parts of their bodies, we thought that they were 
leperous, or highly fcorbutic; but upon examination we 
found that thefe Inarks were owing to their having been 
wetted by the fprey of the fea in theit paffage, which, when 
it was dried away, left the faIts behind it in a fine w4ite 
powder. 

Another proof of health, which we have n1entioned upon 
a former occafion, is the facility with which the wounds 
healed that had left fears behind them, and that we faw 
in a recent flate; when we faw the man who had been 
fhot with a muiket baH through the fleihy pal~t of his armj} 

f r 

his wound feemed to be [0 well digeJled, and in fo fair a 
wiy of being perfectly healed, that if I had not known no 
application had bee~ made to it" {. fuould certainly have en~ 
quired, with a very interefted curiofity, after the vulnerary 
herbs and furgical art of the country. 

A,farther proof that human nature is-Jiere-untaintedwith; 
difeafe, is the great number of old men that we faw, many 
of whom, by the lofsof their hair and teeth:; appeared to be 
very ancient, yet none of them were decrep~t, and though. 
not equal to the young in mufcularl ftrength, were not 2'.

whit behind the-m in cheerfulnefsand:vivaciry., 

C H A P.-
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C HAP. X. 

Of the Canoes and Navigation of the Inbabitants of New 

Zealand; their Tillage, Weapons, and Mujic: Govern

ment, Religion, and Language: With lome Reafons 
again} the Exfftence of a Southern C01ztinent. 

T' HE ingenuity of thefe people appears in nothing more 
than in their canoes: they are long and narrow, and 

in [hape very much refemble a New England whale boat: 
the larger fort feern to be built chiefly for war, and will 
carry frOln forty to eighty, or an hundred armed 111.en. We 
meafured one which lay afhore at' Talaga: fhe was fixty
eight feet and an half long, five feet broad, and three feet 
and an half deep; the bottom was fharp, with flrait .fides 
like a wedge, and confined of three lengths, hol1(wllcd out 
to about two inches, or an inch and an half thick, and. well 
faftened together with {hong plaiting: each fide confified 
of one intire plank, fixty-three feet long, ten or twelve 
inches broad, and about an inch and quarter thick, and 
thefe were fitted and lallied to the 1?0tton1 part with great 

, rlexterity and ftrength. A confiderable number of thwarts 
were laid from gunwale to gunwale, to which, they were 
fecurely lallied on each fide, as a ftrengthening to the boat, 
The ornament at the head projected five or fix feet beyond 
the body, and was about four feet and an half high; the 
.ornament at the {tern was fixed upon that end, as the fl:ern
poft of a ihip is upon her keel, and wa~ about fourteen feet 
high, ,two feet broad, and an inch and an half thick. They 

both 
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both conlified of boards of carved work, of which the defign 
was much better than the execution. All their canoes, ex
cept a few at Opoorage or Mercury Bay, which were of oi1e' 
piece, and hollowed by fire, are built after this, plan, and 
few are lefs than twenty feet long: fame of the fmaIler {art 
have outriggers, and fometimes two of them are joined 
together, but this is not common. The carving, upon 
the ftern and head ornaments of the inferior boats, . which 
fcem to be intended wholly for fiihing, confifl:s of th~ 
figure of a man, with a face as ugly as can be conceived, 
and a luonfirous tongue thruit out of the mouth, with 
the white fhells of. fea-ears {luck in for the eyes. Bu~ 

the canoes of the faperior kind, which feern to be their men 
of war, are magnificently adorned with open work, and co
vered with loofe fringes of black feathers, which had a moil 
elegant appearance: the gunwale boards were alfo I fre-
quently carved in a grotefque taile, and adorned with tufts 
of white feathers placed upon a black ground. Of vifible 
objects that are wholly new, no verbal defcriptioncan con
vey a juft idea, but in proporti0I?- as they refemble fame that 
are already known, to which the mind of the reader muft be 
referred: the carving of thefe people being of a fingular 
kind, and not in the likenefs of any thing that is known on 
our fide of the ocean, either 'c in the heaven above, or in the 
" earth beneath, or in the waters that are under the earth," 
I Inuit refer wholly' to the reprefentations which will be 
found of it in Plate XV. 

The paddles are {mall, light, and neatly made; the blade 
is of an ovaf iliape, or rather of a :!hape refembling a. large 
leaf, pointed at the bottom, broadeitin the Iniddle, and gra
dually lofing itfelf in the fhaft, the whole length being about 
fix feet, of which the iliaft or loom including the handle is 

, four» 
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'four, and the blade two. By the hel p of thefe oars they pufh 
,on their boats with amazing velocity. 

In failing they are not expert, having no art of going 
.otherwife than before the wind: the fail is of netting or 
matt, which is fet up between two poles that are fixed up
Tight upon each gunwale) and ferve both for mafts and 
yards: two ropes anfwered the purpofe of fheets, and were 

, ,confequently faftened above to the top of each pole. But 
clumfy and inconvenient as this apparatus is, they make good 
way before the wind, and are fleered by two men who fit in 
the ,fiern, with each a paddle in his hand for that purpofe. 

Having fald thus much of their workmanfhip, I fhall now 
give fome account of their tools; they have adzes, axes, and 

,chiffels, which ferve them alfo as augers for the boring of 
holes: as they have no metal, their adzes and axes are made 
of a hard black fione, or of a green talc, which is not only 
hard but tough; and their chifIels of human, bone, or fmall 
fragments of jafpar, which they chip off frOln a block in 
iharp angular pieces like a gun-flint. Their axes they value 
,above all that they poifefs, and never would part with one of 
them for any thing that we could give: I once offered one 
,of the beft axes I had in the fhip, befides a number of other 
things for one of them, but the owner would n<?t fell it; 
from which I conclude that good ones are fcarce among 
them. Their fmall tools of jafpar, which are ufed in finifh
ing their niceft work, they ufe till they are blunt, and then,,,/ , 
as they have no means of fharpening them, throw them 
away. We had given the people at Tolaga a piece of glafs, 
and in a {hort time they found means to drill a hole through 
it; in order to hang it round the neck as an ornament by a 
thread; and we imagine the tool muft have been a piece of 
this jafpar. How they bring their large tools firft to an 

edge, 





~ 

t!.f<.,~~:<'\~ _~~ ~t; 
. ,H ~;l/ P '/' 0 I /, ; ~: ' 

~.r-).. ''- V 

,,--,~,,:~~'~,,- - -, ~~, - -~-~ 
,,' 'r·~ 

... :~ -.-
o?~:~<-t\.oC 

').(?f'~?a 

Ii' !!III"" 

ASeale of one J-file, 
t' iI" !!!iii! ! ~I ajil'"'' 1 " 

L 

8 

4 

5 

3 

:r,f Sob,nder 





r;;0F'S"".= .. = .. ±I =.=. =, .= .. ;±:1 1 7~ .. =.= .. d. Ic. =. =~j,;'G=.= .. od.==._=._._==,-.. .,::~J.~; = .. =, i .. J=-~=~ch· .=. ,=. ~:l~=._ -,--,-",,==~:lh'"===±=~3±-'==db==X±3~O~"--",.,=.-="= __ L. _c;:==.",;Cd:,;'19= .. =. ,= .. 0:1. ,= .. =. ~"6IB=, =±o== .. o±~1 7=.. co, .= .. 3=1.= .. . =, .= .. =1
2
1°=' . = .. =. ''===' = .. ="£k .~- . ~ . . ~ 

""O~ SqIc I of Lc"g"" 

4, ' ,., .. , .. . , .. "13' 

I . 

21f) : 

Eo _x /' 7. ~l .X .• 1 'F J 0 X 

dfl £-:;-It'f/' (I) " ;;;IIII.J, .. ellh" '/ /(';;/~,1r (n,' 

(///(/ (I/hl';',' (fiJl/IIY· J ('(I I't ((·,1 ~ 
;' /' '. . . / 

..-_.__.'./ltjtjl(I.Il" _/ J ((('f ,lre/{ ,( • '1(("/1 /,1 ?I. I 

• 118 : 

,J h(/flt. ("(. 1 JI'('/( ' Iltl! _'O'/I! __ 

216 : 

21., . 

2 11 : 'OT.\T DECKS 

(<5/ /' )/ 
C /1(0/ 

( 

JE 
. ) 

1i\T 

( . ------C O.L1LIL-J ,JV UJ::R 

( . - ~ 

,/ 7£.£1 .T E S 7' YS ') 
J -

( ---' ---
n AUK ]E; NJlJ>E_';"YOUR 9 

. ' 
~j ( I. ''----
I II //II " .J( jut I( ~ 

'-- ,/' ~ 
~ 

~ID C C'J~XX 

----------

2 ' :jo 19 L8 J 7 

~A~ _ ________________ ~ ________ _ 

• 

• 

;/ 
/ 

1J[ I 
I 

~ 

JI 
~ ~ 

~t3 ~ W 
:8 

~ : 
c : e. : 
>- 1 

8 
: 211 

r----,----------C ______ , ____________________________________________________________ ~;~:~~'l~o~1 

• 

: 208 

------~ 



R 0 U N D 'tH E \V 0 R L D. 
-

edge, and !harpen the weapon which they call Patoo-PatooJ 

we could not certainly learn; but probably it is by bruifing 
the fame fubftance to powder, and, with this, grinding two 
pieces againft each other. 
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Their nets, particularly their feine, which is of an enor· Nets. 

mous fize, have been mentioned already: one of thefe fee,ms 
to be the joint work of a whole town, and I fuppofe it to be 
the joint property alfo: the other net, which is circular, and 
extended by two or three hoops, has been particularly de
fcribed as well as the manner of baiting and ufing it. Their 
hooks are of bone or fhell. and in general are ill made. To 
receive the fiih when it is caught, and to h9ld their other 
proviiions, they have baikets of various kinds and dimen
fions, very neatly made of wicker work. 

They excel in tillage, as might naturally be expected Tillage" 

where the perfon that fows is to eat the produce, and where 
there is fo little befides that can be eaten: when we firft 
came to TEGADOO, a diftric9: between Poverty Bay and Eaft 
Cape, their crops were jufr covered, and had not yet begun 
tofprout; the mould was as fmooth as in a garden, and 
every root had its fmall hillock, ranged in a regular quin-
cunx by lines, which with the pegs were frill remaining in 
the field. We had not an opportunity to fee any of thefe 
huibandmen work, but we faw what ferves them at once 
for fpade and plough: this inftrument is nothing more than 
a long narrow flake iharpened to an edge at one end, with a 
:Ihort piece faftened tranfverfely at a little difl:anceabove it, 
for the convenience of preffing it down with the foot. With 
this they turn up pieces of ground fix or feven acres in ex-
tent, though it is not nlore than three inches broad; but as 
the foil is light and fandy it makes little refiftance. 

VOL. II. 3 0 Tillage, 
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Tillage, weaving, and the other arts of peace, feem to ~e 
beft known and IUOft practifed in the northern part of thIS 
country; for there is littl~ appearance of any of them in 
the South: but the arts of war flourifh equally through the 

whole coaft. : 

Of weapons they have no great variety, but fuch as they 
have are well fitted for deftruCtion; they have fpears, darts, 
battle-axes, and the Patoo-Patoo. The fpear is fourteen 
or fifte~n feet long, pointed at both ends, and fOlnetime~· 
headed. with bone: thefe are grafpedby the middle, fa that 
the patt behind balancing that before, makes a pufh more 
difficult to be parried,rhan that of a weapon which is held 
.by the end. The dart and other weapons have been fuffi
ciently defcribed already; and it has alfo been remarked, 
that thefe people have neither fling nor bow. They throw 
the dart by hand, and fo they do frones; but darts and frones 
are feldom ufed except in defending their forts. Their 
battles, whether in boats or on i11.ore, are generally hand to 
hand, and the flaughter mnfc· confequently be great, as a. 
fecond blow with any of their weapons is unneceffary, if the 
firft takes place: their trufl:, however, feems to be princi
pally placed in the Patoo-Patoo, which is f~frened to their 
'wrifts by a £l:rong fttap, left it fhould be wrenched from 
them, and which the principal people generally wear flick
ing in their girdles, confidering it as a military ornament, 
and part of their dre[s, like the poinard of the Afiatic, and 
the fword of the EurGpean. They have no defenfive armour; 
but, befides their weapons, the Chiefs carried a ftaff of dif
tinction, in the fame manner as our officers do the [pontoon: 
this was generally the rib of a whale, as white as fnow, with 
many ornaments of carved work, dog's hair, and feathers; 
but fometimes it v,[as a flick, about fix feet long, adorned in 
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the fame manner, and inlaid with a fhelllike mother-of-pearl. 
Thofe who bore this Inark of diftinCtion were generally old, 
at leaft paft the Iniddle age, and were alfo more marked with 
the Amoco than the reft. 

One or more perfons, thus diftinguifhed, always appeared 
in each canoe, when they came to attack us, according to 
the fize of it. When they caIne within about a cable's length 
of the ihip, they ufed to flop, and the Chiefs rifing from their 
feat, put on a drefs which feemed appropriated "to the occa
fion, gene.rally of dog's ikin, and holding out their decorated 
ftaff, or a weapon, directed the reft of the people what they 
fhould do. When they were at too great a diftance to reach. 
us with a lance or a frane, they prefumed that we had no wea
pon with which we could reach them; here then the de
fiance was given, and the words were almoft univerfally the 
fame, Haromai, haromai, barre uta a Patoo-Patoo age: " Come to 
" us, come on fhore, and we will kill you all with our 
"Patoo-Patoos." While they were uttering thefe menaces 
they came gradually nearer and nearer, till they were clofe 
alongfide; talking at intervals in a peaceable frrain,, and an~ 
fwering any queftions that we aiked them; and at intervals 
renewing their defiance and threats, till being encouraged 
by our apparent timidity, they began their war-fang and 
dance, as a prelude to an attack, -which always followed, 
and was fOlnetimes continued till it became abfolutely ne
cefTary to reprefs them by firing fame fmall-iliot; and fome
times ended after throwing a few frones on board, as if cou
tent with having offered us an infult which we did not dare 
to revenge. 

, The war-dance confifts of a great variety of violent mo
tions, and hideous contortions of the limbs, during which 
the countenance alIa performs its part: the tongue is fre-

3 0 2 qucntly 
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1770. quently thrufl: out to an incredible length, and the eye~lidg; 
l M:ch. , fo forcibly drawn up that the white appears both above and 

below, as well as on each fide of the iris, fo as to form a 
circle round it; nor is any thing negle<...9:ed that can render 
the human ihape frightful and deformed: at the fame time 
they brandifh their fpears, fhake their darts, and cleave the. 
air with their Patoo-Patoos. This horrid dance is always 
accompanied by a fong; it is wild indeed, but not difagree
able, and every fl:rain ends in a loud and deep iigh, which. 
they utter in concert. In the motions of the dance,. however 
horrid, there is a ftrength,. firmnefs" and agility,. which we 
could not but behold with admiration; and in their fong. 
they keep time with fuch exaCtnefs, that I have often heard 
above an hundred paddles firuck againfl: the fides of their 
boats at, once, fo as to produce but a fingle found,_ at the 
divifions of their mufic. 

A fong not altogether unlike this, they fometimes :fing 
without the dance, and as a peaceable amufement: they 
have alfo other fongs which are fung by the women, whofe 
voices are remarkably mellow and foft, and have a pleafing 
and tender effet.9:; the t~me is flow, and the cadence mourn .. 
fuI; but it is conducted with more tafte than could be ex
pected among the poor ignorant favages· of this half defolate 
country; efpeciaUy as it appeared to us, who were none of 
us much acquainted with mufic as a fcience, to be fung in 
parts; it was at leaft fung by many voices at the fame time .. 

They have fonorous inftruments, but they can fcarcely be 
called infl:rumcnts of mnfic; one is the fhell, called the Tri:.. 
ton's trumpet, with which they make a noife not unlike that 
which our boys fometimes make with a COw'.s horn: the 
other is a fmall wooden pipe, refembling a child's nine-pin, 
only much fmaller, and in this there is no Inore mufic than 

- In 
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in a pea-whiftle. They feelu fenfible indeed that thefe in
ftrum.ents- are not mufical; for we never heard an attempt to 
iing to them, or to produce with them any meafured tones 
that bore the leaft refemblanc€ to a tune .. 

To what has been already faid of the praCtice of eat
ing human fiefn, I ihall only add, that in almoft every 
cove where we landed, we found flefh bones of men near the 
places 'where fires had been made; and that among the heads 
that were brought on board by the old man, fome' feemed' 
to have falfe eyes, and ornaments in their ears· as if alive. 
That which Mr. Banks bought wa~ fold with great reluc
tance by the poireiror;. the head was manifefily that of a: 
young perfon about fourteen or fifteen years of age, and by 
the contufions on one' fide appeared to have received: many 
violent blows, and indeed a part of the bone near the eye
was, wanting., Thefe appearances confirmed us in the opi
nion that the nativ,es of' this, country give no quarter, nor 
take any prifoners to be killed and, eaten at a future time, as, 
is faid to have been a. praCtice among the Indians of Florida:
for if prifoners had been taken, this poor young creature", 
who cannot be fuppofedcapable of making much refifiance, 
would probably have been one,. and we knew that he was
killed; with. the refl:, for the fray had happened but a few' 
days before •. 

The towns or Hippahs of thefe people, which are all for.:.. 
tified, have' been fllfficiently defcribed already, and from the 
Bay of Plenty to Qgeen Charlotte's Sound they feem to be 
the conftant refidence of the people: but about Poverty Bay, 
Hawk's Bay, Tegadoo,. and Tolaga,_ we faw no Hippahs, but: 
fingle houfes [cattered at a diftance from each other; yet 
upon the fides of the hills there were ftages of a great length, 
furniihed with frones and darts, probably as retreats for the 

people' 
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peoiple at the laft extremity, as upon thefe ftages a fight may 
be carried on with much advantage againft thofe below, who 
may be reached with great effeCt by darts and frones, which 
it is impoffible for thenl to throw up with equal force. And 
indeed the forts themfelves feem to be no farther ferviceable 
than by enabling the poifeifors to reprefs a fudden attack; 
for as there is no fupply of water within the lines, it wou!d 
he impoffible to fuftain a £lege. A confiderable flock of 

,fern-root and dry fifh is indeed laid up in them.; but they 
may be referved againft feafons of fcarcity, and that fuch 
fcafons there are, our obfervations left us no room to doubt; 
be£ldes, while an enemy ihorrld be prowling in the neigh
bourhood, it would be eafy to fnatch a fupply of water from 
the fide of the ~ though it would be impollible to dig up 
fern root or catch fiih. 

In this diftriet, however, the people feemed to live in a 
flate of confcious fecurity, and to avail themfelves of their 
advantage: their plantations were more numerous, their 
canoes were more decorated, and they had not only finer 
carving, but finer clothes. This part of the coaft alfo was 
much the mof!: populous, and pallibly their apparent peace 
and plenty might. arife from their being united under one 
Chief, or King; for the inhabitants of all this part of the 
country told us, that they were the fubjec'ts of Teratu: when 
they pointed to the refidence of this Prince, it was in a direc
tion which we thought inland; but which, when we knew 
the country better, ~ve found to be the Bay of Plenty. 

Government. It is much to be regretted that we were obliged to leave 
this country without knowing any thing of Teratu but his 
name. As an Indian monarch, his territory is certainly ex
tenfive: he was acknowledged from Cape Kidnappers to the 
northward, and weftward as far as the Bay of Plenty, a length 

of 
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of coaft upwards of eighty leagues; and we do not yet know 
how much farther weft ward his dominions may extend. 
Pollibly the fortified towns which we faw in the Bay of 

. Plenty may be his barrier; efpecially as at Mercury Bay be 
was not acknowledged, nor indeed any other fingle Chief: 
for wherever we landed, or fpoke with the people upon that 
coaft, they told us that we were at but a fmall diftance from 
their enemies. 

In the dominions of Teratu we fawfeveral fubordinate 
Chiefs, to whom great refpeCl: was paid, and by whom juf
tice was probably adminifl:ered ; for upon our complaint to 

one of them, of a theft that had been committed on board 
the ihip by a man that came with him, he gave him feveral 
blows and kicks, which the other received as the chaftife
:ment of authority, againfl: which no refiftance was to be 
Inade, and which he had no right to refent. vVhether this 
·authority was poifelTed by appointment or inheritance we 
could not learn; but we obferved that the Chiefs, as weU 
here as in other parts, were elderly men. In other parts, 
however, we learnt that they poifeifedtheir authority by in
heritance. 

The little focieties which we found in the fouthern parts 
feemed to have feveral things in common, particularly their 
fine clothes and iiibing nets. Their fine clothes, which pof
fibly might be the fpoils of war, were kept in a fmall hut, 
which was erec9:ed for that purpo[e in the middle of the town: 
the nets we faw making in almoft every houfe, and thefeveral 
parts being afterwards collected were joined together. Le[s 
account feems to be made of the women here than in the 
South Sea iilands; fuch at leaft was the opinion of Tupia, 
who complained of it as an indignity to the fex. We ob
ferved that the two fexes eat together; but how they divide 

their 
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their labour we do not certainly know. I am inclined to be
lieve that the men till the ground, make nets, catch birds, 
and go out in their boats tofiih; and that the women dig 
up fern roots, coHeCt 10bfters and other fheHfifu near the 
beach, drefs thevicruals, and weave cloth: fuch at leafl: were 
their employments when we had an opportunity of obferv
ing them, which was but feldom; for in general our ap
pearance made a holiday wherever we went, men, women 
.and children, flocking Found us, either to gratify their curio
nty, Dr topurchafe fame of the valuable merchandize which 
we carried about with us, confining principally of nails, 
paper, and broken glafs. 

Of the religion of thefe people it cannot be fuppofed that 
we could learn much ; they acknowledge the influence of 
fuperior beings, one 'of whom is fupreme, and the reR: fub
ordinate ; and gave nearly the fame account of the origin of 
the world, and the produCtion of mankind, as our friends 
in Otaheite: Tupia, however, feemed to have a much more 
deep and extenfive knowlege of thefe fubjeCts than any of 
the people here; and whenever he was difpofed to inftruCl: 
them, which he fometimes did in a long difcourfe, he was 
fure of a numerous audience, wholiftened in profound 
filence, with fuch reverenCe and attention, that we could not 
but willi them a better teacher. 

What homage they pay to the deities they acknowledge 
we could not learn; but we faw no place of public worihip, 
like the Morais of the South Sea iilands: yet we {aw, near a 
plantation of fweet potatoes, a fmall area, of a fquare figure, 
furrounded with flones, in the ll1iddle of which one of the 
iharpened ftakes which they ufe as a fpade was fet up, and 
upon it was hung a bailiet of fern roots: upon enquiry, the 
natives told us, that it was an offering' to the gods, by which 
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the owner hoped to render them propitious, and obtain a 
plentiful crop. 

As to their manner of difpofing of their"dead, we could 
form no certain opinion of it, for the accounts that we re 4 

ceived by no means agreed. In the northern parts, they told 
us that they buried them in the ground; and in the fouth
ern, that they threw them into the fea: it is however certain 
that we faw no grave in the country, and that they affected 
to conceal every thing relating to their dead with a kind of 
myflerious fecrecy. But whatever may be the fepulchre, the 
living are themfelves the monuments; for we faw fcarcely 
a fingle perf on of either fex whofe body was not marked by 
the fears of wounds which they had inflicted upon them
felves as a teftimony of their regret for the 10fs of a relation 
or friend: fame of thefe wounds "ve faw in a flate fo recent 
that the blood was fcarcely fiaunched, which thaws that 
death had been among them while we were upon the coaft, 
and makes it more extraordinary that no funeral ceremony 
ihould have fallen under our notice: fame of the fears 
were very large and deep, and in many infiances had greatly 
disfigured the face. One monument indGed we obferved of 
another kind, the crofs that was fet up near ~een Char~ 
lotte's Sound. 

Having now given the beft account in my power of the 
CUfiOlllS and opinions of the inhabitants of New Zealand, 
with their boats, nets, furniture, and drefs, I fhall only re
mark\ that the fimilitude between thefe particulars here and 
in the South Sea iilands is a very fhong proof that the inha
bitants have the fame origin; and that the common ancef
tors of both, were natives of the fame country. They have 
both a tradition that their anceHors, at a very remote period 
of time, came from another country; and, according to the 
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tradition of both, that the name of that country was HEA

WI J E; but the fimilitude of the language feems to put the 
matter altogether out of doubt. I have already obferved, that 
Tupia, when he accofied the people here in the language of 
his own country, was perfeCtly underftood; and I ihall give 
a fpecimen of the fimilitude by a lift of words in both lan
guages, according to the dialect of the northern and :1outh
ern Wands of which New Zealand confifts~ by which it will 
appear that the language of Otah.eite does not differ more 
from that of New Zealand, than the language of the two 
iDands from each other. 

ENGLISH. NEW ZEALAND. OTAHEITR. 

Northern. Southern • 
. A Chief, Eareete, Eareete, Earee. 
A man, Taata, Taata, Taata. 
. A woman,. Whahine, Whahine7 Ivahine .. 
The head, Eupo, Heaowpoho, Eupo. 
'Ihe hair, Macauwe, Heoo-oo, Roourou. 
:the ear, Terringa, Hetaheyei, Terrea. 
,The forehead, Erai, Heai, Erai. 
The eyes, Mata, Hemata, Mata. 
The cheeks, Paparinga, Hepapaeh, Paparea. 
The nqfe, Ahewh, Heeih, Ahew. 
The mouth, Hangoutou, Hegaowai, Outou. 
The chin, Ecouwai, Hakaoewai, 
The arm, Haringaringu, Rema. 
Thejinger, Maticara, Hermaigawh, Maneow. 
The belly, Ateraboo, Oboo. 
The navel, Apeto, Heeapeto, Peto. 
Come hither, Haromai, Heromai, Harromai. 
Fijb, Heica, Heica, Eyea. 
A loijler, Kooura, Kooura, Tooura. 

2 COCCO!, 
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Coccos, Taro, Taro, Taro. 
Sweet potatoes, Cum ala, Cumala, Cumala. 
rams, Tuphwhe, Tuphwhe, Tuphwhe. 
Birds, Mannu, Mannu, Mannu. 
No , Kaoura, .l<aoura, Oure. 
One, Tahai, Tahai. 
Two, Rua, Rua. 
Three, Torou, Torou. 
Four, Ha, Hea. 
Five, Rema, Rema. 
Six, Ono, Ono. 
Seven, Etu, Hetu. 
Eight, Warou, \Varou. 
Nine, Iva, Heva. 
Ten, Angahourou, Ahourou. 
The teeth, Hennihew, Heneaho, Nihio. 
The wind, Mehow-, Mattai. 
A thief, Amootoo, Teto. 
To examine, Mataketake, Mataitai. 
TOfillg, Eheara, Heiva. 
Bad, Keno, Keno, . Eno. 
Trees, Eratou, Eratou, Eraou. 
Gratulfat her, Toubouna, Toubouna, Toubouna, 
What do JOU} 

call this or Owy Terra, ' OwyTerra. 
that, 

By this fpecimen, I think it appears to demonfiration that; 
the language of New Zealand and Otaheire . is radically the 
falne. The language of the northern and fouthern parts of 
New Zealand differs chiefly in the pronunciation, as the 
fame Englifh word is pronounced gate in. Middlefex, and 
geate in Yorkiliire: and as the fouthern and ?orthern words 
were not written down by the fame perfon, one might paf-

S p 2, fibly 
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fibly ufe more letters to produce the fame found than the 

other. 

I muft alfo obferve, that it is the genius of the language, 
efpecially in the fou~hern parts, to 'put fame article before' a 
noun, as we do the or a; the ~rticles ufed here were generally 
he or ko: it is aifo cq1TImon here to add the word (jeia after 
another word, as an iteration, efpecially if it is an anfwer to

a queftion; as we fay yes indeerl, to pe Jure, really, certainly: this 
fometimes led our gentlemep. into the formation of words of 
an enormous length, judging by the ear only, without being 
able to refer each found into its fignificatioft. An exaluple 
will nlake this perfectly underftood. 

In the Bay of Hlands there is a relnarkable one, called by -
the natives MATU ARO. One of our gentlemen having aiked 

. a native the name of it, he anfwered, with the particle, Ke
matuaro; the gentleman hearing the found imperfectly, re
peated his queftion, and the Indian repeating his ai1fwer, 
added o'eia, which made the word Kcmatuaro'o'eia.; and 
thus it happened that in the log book I found Matuaro 
transformed into Cumetti'u)arroweia: and the fame trans
formation, by the fame means, might happen to an Englifh 
word., Suppofe a native of New Zealand at Hackney 
church, to enquire " what village is this 2" the anfwer 
would be, " it is Hackney;" fupp<;>fe the queftion to be re
peated with an air of doubt and' uncertainty, the anfwer 
Inight be" it is Hackney indeed," and the New Zealander, 
if he had the ufe of letters, would probably record, for the 
in-formation of his countrymen, that during his refidence 
among us he hadvifited a village called" Ityiliakneeindede/ 
The article ufed by the inhabitant's of the South Sea iilands ' 

,. , 
inftead of he or ko, is to or ta, but the word oeia is common 
to both ; and when we began to learn tlll! laflgu:Jge, it lea 
us into many ridiculous miftakes. ' 

But 
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But fuppofmg thefe ifiands, and thofe in the South Seas, 
to have been peopled originally from the fame country, it 
'will perhaps forever remain a doubt what country that is·: 
we were, however, unanimoufiy of opinion, that the people did 
not come f1'om America, which lies to the eaftward ; and ex
cept there iliould appear to be a continent to the [outhward, 
in a moderate latitude, it will follow that they came from 
the weffward. 

Thus far our navigation has certainly been unfavourable 
. to·the notion of a fouthern continent, for it has [wept away 

at leaf\: three-fourths of the pofi.tions upon wh.ich it has been 
founded. The principal navigators) wh{)fe authority has 
been urged on this occafion, are Tafm-an, Juan Fernandes,. 
Hermite, the commander of a Dutch [quadron, QEiros, and 
Roggewein; and the tra€k of the Endeavour has detnonftrated 
that the land feen: by thefe perfons, and fuppo[ed to be part 
of a continent, is not fo; it has alfo· totally fubverted the the .. 
oretical arguments which have been broug.ht to prove that 
the exiftence of a fouthern continent is nece1fary to preferv€ 
an equi1ibriulTI between the two hemifpheres; for upon this
principle what we have already proved to· be water, would 
render the fouthern hemifphere too light. In our rout to 

the northward, after doubling Cape Horn, when we were
in the latitude of 40°, our longitude was 110

0
; and in our re

turn to the fouthward, after Jeaving Ulietea, when we were 
again in latitude 40°, Ollr longitude was 145'°; the difference 
is 35°. When we were in latitude 30° the difference of lon
gitude between the two tracks was 21°, which continued tin 
we were as low as 20°; but a :lingle view of the chart will 
convey a better idea of this than the mof!: minute defcrip
tion: yet as upon a view of the _chart it will appear that 
there is a large fpace extending quite to the Tropics, which. 

neither-
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neithel~ we, nor any other navigators to our knowlege have 
explored, and as there will appear to be room enough for 
the Cape of a fouthern continent to extend northward into a 
low fouthern latitude, I {hall give my reafons for believing 
there is no Cape, of anyfouthern continent, to the 110rth~ 
ward of 40° fouth. 

Notwithftanding what has been laid down by fome geo .. 
graphers in their n1aps, and alleged by Mr. Dalryn1ple, with 
refpecr to ~iros, it is Improbable in the highefl: degree that 
he faw to the fouthward of two iilands, which he difcovered 
in latitude 25 or 26, and which I fuppofe may lie between 
the longitude of I300 and I400 W. any figns of a continent~ 
luuch lees any thing which, in his opinion, was a known 
or indubitable ngn of fuch land; for if he had, he would cer
tainly have failed fouthward in fearch of it, and if he had 
fought, fuppofing the figns to have been indubitable,' he 
muft have found: thedifcovery of a fouthern continent was 
the ultin1ate object of ~liros's voyage, and no man appears 
to have had it more at heart; fo that if he was in latitude 
26° S. and in longitude 1460 W. where Mr. Dalrymple has 
placed the iiIands he difcovered, it may fairly be inferred 
that no part of a fouthern continent extends to that latitude, 

It will, I think, app-ear with equal evidence from the ac
counts of Roggewein's voyage, that between the longitudes 
of 130

0 and 150° vV. there is no main land to the northward 
of 35° S. 1\1r. Pingre, in a treatife concerning the tranfit of 
Venus, which he went out to obferve, ha,s inferted an extral'l: 
of Roggewein's voyage, and a map of the South Seas;' and 
for reafons which may be feen atlarge in his work, fuppofes 
him, after leaving Eafter IiJand, which he places in latitude 
28 -!:- f}. longitude 123 Q \V. to have fleered S. \V. as high as 

34 0 S. 
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340 S. and.afterwards W. N. W.; and if this was indeed his ~~~~. 
rout; the proof that there is no main land. to the northward '-"v--J. 

of 35° S. is irrefragable. Mr. Dalrymple' indeed fuppofes 
his r0ut to have been different, and that from Eafier HIe he 
fteered N. W. taking a courfe afterwards very little diffe~'ent 
from that of La Maire;, but I think it is highly improbable 
that a man, who at his own requefi was fent to difcovera 
fouthern continent, iho111d take a courfe in which La Maire 
had already proved no continent could be found: it muft 
however be confeifed, that Roggewein's track cannot certainly-' 
be afcertained, becaufe in the accounts that have been pub-
liihed of his voyage, neither longitudes nor latitudes are 
mentioned. As to myfelf I faw nothing that I thought a fign 
of land, in my rout either to the northward, fouthward, 01' 

weftward, till a few days before I Inade the eaft co aft of New' 
Zealand: I did indeed frequently fee large flocks of birds,. 
but they were generally fuch as are found at a very remote 
difiance frOlll any coaft; and it is alfo true that I frequently 
faw pieces of rock-weed, but I could not infer the vicinity of 
land from thefe, becaufc I have been informed, u'pon indu-
bitable authority, that a confiderable quantity of the bean& 
called ox-eyes, which are known to grow no where but in the 
Weft Indies, are every year thrown up on the co aft of Ire- I 

land, which is not lefs than twelve hundred leagues diftant. 

Thus have I given my reafons for thinking that there is 
no continent to the northward of latitude 40° S.;' of what may 
lie farther to the fouthward than 40° I can give no opinion; 
but I am fo far frOIn wifhing to di[courage any future 
attempt, finally to determine a queftion which has long been 
an object of attention to many nations; that now this voyage 

.. has reduced the only poffible fcite of a continent in the 
[outhern henlifphere, north of latitude 40°, to [0 iil1all a 

[pace, 
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fpace, I think it would be pity to leave that any longer un
examined, efpecially as the voyage may turn to good ac~ 
count, befides detennining the principal quefl:ion, if no con
tinent ihould be found, by the difcovery of new iflands in 
the Tropical regions, of which there is probably a great 
number, that no European veifel has ever yet vifited. Tupia 
from thue to time gave us an account of about one hundred 
and thirty, and in a chart drawn by his own hand, he actu
ally laid down no lefs than feventy-four.· 

AN 
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C HAP. I. 

The Run from New Zealand to, Botany Bay, on tbe Eafl 

Coajl of New Holland, now called Ne7,v Soutb Wales; 
'Various Incidents tbat bappened there; with fome Account 

of the Country and its Inbabitants. 

H A V I N G failed from C-a pe Farewell, which lies in la
titude 40° 33 S. longitude 186° "V. on Saturday the 31£1 

of March 1770, we fleered weftward, with a freih gale at 
N. N. E. and at noon on the 2d of April, our latitude, by ob
fervation, was 400 , our longitude from Cape Farewell 2 () 3I'W. 

'770 • 
March. 

L--.......---I 
Saturday 3 I. 

April. 
Monday z. 

In the morning of the 9th, being in latitude 38- 29'S. we faw Monday 9. 

a tropic bird, which in fa high a latitude is very uncommon. 

In the morning of the TOth, being in latitude 380 5 I IS. Tuefday 10. 

longitude 202
0 43' \V. we found the variation, by the arapli-

" tude, to be I I 0 25" E. and by the azimuth 11 0 20', 
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_ In the morning of the 11th, the variation was J 3° 48", 
which is twO degrees and ari half more than the day before, 
though I expeCted to have found it lefs. 

In the courfe of the 13th, being in latitude 39u ~3' S. Ion .. 
gitude 2040 2' W. I found the variation to be I Q 0 27' E. and 
in the morning of the 14th, it was I I 0 30'; this day we alfo 
faw fame flying fifh. On the 15th, we fawan egg bird and a 
gannet, and as thefe are birds that never go far from the' 
land, we continued to found all night, but had no ground 
with ISO fathom. At noon on the 16th, we were in latitude 
39° 4S'S, longitude 208 0 W. At about two' o'clock the wind 
came about to the W. S. W. upon which we tacked and flood 
to the N. W. ; foon after a fmallland-bird perched upon the 
rigging, but we had no ground with 120 fathom. A t eight 
we wore and £lood to the fouthward till twelve at night5 and 
then wore and £lood to the N. W. till four in the Hwrning, 
when we again flood to the fouthward, having- a freih gale 
at 'N. S.W. with fqualls and dark weather till nine, when 
the weather became clear, and there being little wind, we 
had an opportunity to take feveral obfervations of the fun 
and moon, the mean refult: of which gave 2070 S6'W~ longi ... 
. tude: our latitude at noon was 39° 36' S. Vve had now a,hard 
gale from the fouthward, and a great fea from the fame 
quarter, which obliged us to run under our fore-fail and 
u1izen all night, during which we founded every two ho.urs~ 
_but had no ground with 120 fathom. 

In the morning of the 18th,. we faw two Pon Egmom 
hens, and a pintado bifd, which are certainfigns of ap
proaching land, and indeed by our reckoning we could not 
be far from it, for our longitude was now one degree to the 
weihvard of the eaft fide of Van Diemen's land, according to 
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the longitude laid down by Tafman, whom we could not 
fuppofe to have erred nluch in fa ilion a run as from this 
land to New Zealand, and by our latitude we could not be 
above fifty or fifty-five leagues from the place whence he 
took his departure. All this day we had frequent fqualls 
and a great fwell. At one in the morning we brought to and 
founded, but had no ground with 130 fathom; at fix we faw 
land extending from N. E. to W. at the diftance of five or fix 
leagues, having eighty fathom water with a fine fandy 
bottom. 

We continued fianding weftward, with the wind at S. S. \V. 

till eight, when we made all the fail we could, and bore 
away along the fhore N. E. for the eaftermoft land in fight, 
being at this time in latitude 37" 58' S. and longitude 210 0 

39'W, The fouthermoft point of land in fight, which bore 
< from us W . .;. S. I judged to lie in latitude 380, longitude 2 I 1 0 

7', and gave it the name of POINT HICKS, becaufe Mr. Hicks, 
the Firft Lieutenant, was the firfl: who difcovered it. To the 
fouthward of this Point no land was to be feen, though it 
was very clear in that quarter, and by our longitude, com
pared with that of Tafman, not as it is laid down in the 
printed charts, but in the extracts frOlll Tafman's journal, 
publiihed by Rembrantfe, the body of Van Diemen's land 
ought to have borne due foutb ; and indeed, from the fudclen 
falling of the fea after the wind abated, I had reafon to 

think it"did; yet as I did not fee it, and as I found this coaft 
trend N. E. and S. \V. or rather more to the eaftward, I can
not determine whether it joins to Van Diemen's land or 
not. 

At noon, we were in latitude 37 0 50', longitude 210 0 29'\V. 
The extreams of the land extended frOlll N. W. to E. N. E and 
a remarkable point bore N. 20 E. at the diftance of about four 

3 Q.... 2 leagues. 
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leagues. This point rifes in a round hillock, very much 
refembling the Ram Head at the entrance of Plymouth 
Sound, and therefore I called it by the fame name. The va-
riation by an azimuth, taken this morning, was 3 0 7' E.; and 
what ,we had now feen of the land, appeared low and level: 
the fea fhore was a-white fand, but the country within was 
green and woody. About one o'clock, we faw three water 
fpouts at once; two were between us and the :fhore, and the 
third at fome difl:ance, upon our larboard quarter; this pha!
rwmenon is fa well known, that it is not neceifary to give a
particular defcri ption of it here. 

At 'fix o'clock in the evening, we fhortened fail, and 
brought to for the night, having fifty-fi-x fathom water, and 
:a fine fandy bottom. TIle northermofl: land in fight then 
bore N. by E. -;:- E. and a fmall i:lland lying clofe to a point on 
the main bore W. diftant two leagues. This point, which I 
called CAPE HOWE, may be known by the trending of the" 
(oaft, which is north on the one fide, and fouth weft on the 
other;. it may aHa be known by fome round hills upon the 
main, juft within it. 

llf'idlY 2.0. We brought to for the night, and at four in the morning: 
made fail along [Ii.ore to the northward. At fix, the norther~ 
roof!: land in fight bore N. N. W. and we were at this time 
about four leagues from the ihore. At noon, we were in· 
latitllde 360 51' S. longitude QQ9° 53' W. and about three 
leagues diftant from the' ihore. The weather being clear, 
gave us a good view of the country, which has a very 
pleafing,appearance: it is of a moderate height, diverfified: 
by hills and vallies, ridges and plains, interfperfed with a; 

few WBS of no great extent~ but in general covered with 
wood: t,he afcent of the hills and ridges is gentle, and the 
fummies are not high. We continued to fail along the thore 

to 
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to the northward, with a foutherl y wind, and in the after
noon we faw fmoke in feveral places, by which we knew the 
country to be inhabited. At fix: in the evening, we ihortened 
fail, and founded: we found forty-four fathom water, with a 
clear'fandy bottom, and flood on under an eafy fail till twelve, 
when we brought to for the l1ighr, and had ninety fafuorn 
water. 

At four in the morning, we made fail again, at the dif
ranee of about five leagues from the land, and at fix, we 
were abreaft of a high mountain, lying near the ihore, 
which1 on account of it& figure, I called MOUNT DROME

DAR Y: under this mountain the ihore forn1s a point, to 

which I gave the nalne of POINT DROMEDARY, and over it 
there is a peaked hillock. At this time, being' in latitude 
360 IS'S. longitude 2090 55' W. we found the variation to be 
10° 4Q' E. 

Between ten and eleven, Mr. Green and I took feveraI ob
fervations of the fun and moon, the mean refult of which 
gave Q09° 17' longitude W. By an obfervation Inade the day 
before, our longitude was 210 0 9' W. from which, 20' being 
fubtraCted, there remains 2090 49' the longitude of the ihip 
this day at noon, the me~n of which, with this day's obfer~ 
varian, gives 2090 33', by which I fix the longitude of this 
(waft. At noon, our latitude was 35 0 49' S; Cape Drome,.. 
clary bore S. 30 W. at the diftance of twelve leagues, 'a~d an 
open bay, in which were three or four fmall iilands, bore" 
N. W. by W. at the difiance of five or fix leagues. This bay 
feemed to afford but little ilielter from the fea winds, and 
yet it is the only place where there appeared a proba,bility of 
finding anchorage upon the whole coaft. We continued to 

fleer along the fhore N. by E. and N. N. E. at the diftance of 
;about three leagues, and [aw [moke ia n1any places near 
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the beach. At five in the evening, we were abreaft of a 
point of land which rofe in a perpendicular cliff, and which, 
for that reafon, I called POINT UPRIGHT. Our latitude was 
3S o 35' S. when this Point bore from us due weft, diftant 
about two leagues: in this fituation, we had about thirty~ 
one fathom water with a fandy bottom. At fix in the even
ing, the wind falling, we hauled oifE. N. E. and at this time 
the northermoft land in fight bore N. by E. -; E. At mid1 
night, being in feventy fathom water, we brought to till 
four in the morning, when we made fail in for the land; 
but at day-break, found our fituation nearly the fame as it 
had been at five the evening before, by which it was appa
rent that we had been driven about three leagues to the 
fouthward, by a tide or current, during the night. After 
this we fleered along the !hore N. N. E. with a gentle breeze 
at S. \V. and weq! fa near the land as to diflingui:lh feveralof 
the natives upon the beach, who appeared to be of a black, 
or very dark colanI'. At noon, our latitude, by ob[ervation, 
was 35 0 27' S. and longitude 2090 23'\V. Cape Dromedary bore 
S. 28 W. diftant nineteen leagues, a remarkable peaked hill, 
which refelnbled a [quare dove-houfe, with a don1e at the 
top, and which for that reafon I called the PIGEON HOUSE, 

bore N. 32 0 30' vV. and a fmall low ifland, which lay clofe 
under the !hore, bore N. VV. diftant about two or three 
leagues. vVhen I firfl difcovered this i:lland, in the morn
ing, I was in hopes, from its appearance, that I ihould have 
found ihelter for the {h,ip behind it, but when we caIne near 
it, it did not promifc fecurity even for the landing of a boat. 
I fhould however have attempted to fend a boat on :lhore, if 
the wind had not veei:ed to that direCtion, with a large h01-
10';111 fea rolling in upon the land from the S. E. which inde'cd 
had been the cafe ever finee we had been upon it. The coaft 
fiHl continued to be of a moderate height, forming alter-

nately 
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na.tely rocky ppints and fandy beaches; but within, betw~en ~~~~:_ 
Mount Dromedary and the Pigeon Houfe, we raw hIgh ~ 
".. - -. _ • Sllnday zz. 

mountams, WhICh, except twO, are covered w_lth wood, 
thefe two lie inland behind the Pigeon Houfe, and_are re
markably flat at the top, with fieep rocky cliffs all round 
them, as far as we could fee. The trees which almofl: every 
where clothe this country, appear to be large and lofty. 
This day the variation was found to be 9° 50' E. and for the 
two laLi: days, the latitude, by obfervation, was twelve or 
fourteeJil miles to the fouthward of the ihip's account, which 
could'ha7e been the effect of nothing but a current fetting 
in that direction. About four in the afternoon, being near 
five leagues from the land, we tacked and flood off S. E. and 
E. and th,e wind having veered in the night, fronl E. to N. E~ 
and N. we tacked about four in the morning, and flood in, MondaP3; 

being then about nine or ten leagues from the !hore. At 
eight, the wind began to die away, and foon after it was 
calm. At noon, our latitude., by obfervation, was 35° 38'~ 
and our diftance from the land about fix leagues. Cape Dro-
medary bore S. 37 W. diftant feventeen leagues, and the 
Pigeon Houfe N. 40 W.: in this fituation we had fevertty-
four fathom water. In the afternoon, we had variable light 
airs and calms, till fix in the evening, when a breeze fprung 
up at N. by W.: at this time, being about four or five leagues. 
from the !hore, we had feventy fathom water. The Pigeon 
Houfe boreN. ~S W. Mount Dromedary S. 30 W. and the 
northermoft land in fight N. 19 E. 

We frood to the north eaft till noon the next daYt with a Tuefd:1iY z~ 

gentle breeze at N. W. and then we tacked and flood weft-
ward. At this time, our latitude, by obfervation, was 350 
IO'S, and longitude 208

0 
51' W. A point of land which I had - , 

difcovered on St. George's day, and which therefore I called. 
CAPE GEORGE, bore W& diftant nineteen miles, and the 

Pigeon 
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Pigeon Houfe, (the latitude and longitude of which I found 

to be 35 0 19/8. and 2090 42 'W.)' 8·7S W . In the morning, 
we had found the variation, by amplitude, to be 7 0 

50' E . 
. and by feveral azimuths 7 0 54

1 

E. We had a fre:fh breeze at 
N. W. from noon till three; it then came to the weft, when 
we tacked and flood to the northward. At five in the even

in ()" bein CT about five or fix leagues from the :!hare, with the 
b' b 

Pigeon Houfe bearing W. S. \V. diflant about nine leagues, 
, we had eighty-fix fatholll water; and at eight, having thun

derand lightning, with heavy [qualls, we brought to in 

I20 fathom. 

Wednef. Z5. Atthree in the morning, we made fail again to the north ... 
ward, having the advantage of a frefh gale at 8. W. At 
noon, we were about three or four leagues from the :!hore, .. 
and in latirude .34 0 221 S. longitude 208

0 36' W. In the courfe 
of this day's run from the preceding noon, which was 
f'0ny-five rniles north ean:, we faw [make in feveral places 
ncar the beach. About two leagues to the northward of 
Cape George, the ihore feemed to .form a bay, which pro
-nlifed ihelter frOlTI the north eafl winds, but as the wind 
was with us) it was not in my pO"Ner to look into it without 
beating up, which would have cof!: 111e more tinle than I was 
willing to [pare. The north point of this bay, on account of 
its figure, I named LONG NOSE; its latitude is 35° 6', and 
about eight leagues north of it there lies a point, which, 
frOlTI the colour of the land about it, I called RED PaIN T: its 
latitude is 34 0 2</, and longitude 208" 4S'\V. To the north weft 
of Red Point, and a little way inland,' frands a round hill, 
the top of which looks like the crown of a hat. In the after
noon of this day, we had a light breeze at N. N. W. till five 
in the evening, when it fell caInl: at this time, we were be
tween three and four leagues from the ihore, and had forty
eight fathon1 water: the variation by azinluth was 8 0 48' E. 

and 
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and the extremities of this land were from N. E. by N. to 

S. vV. by S.· Before it was dark, we faw fmoke in fcveral' 
place~ along the fhore, and a fire two or three time3 aftcr~ 
wards. During the night we lay becalmed, driving in be~ 
fore the fea till one in the morning, when we got a breeze 
from the land, with which we fleered N. E. being then in 
thirty-eight fathom. At noon, it veered to N. E. by N. and 
we were then in latitude 34 0 10' S. longitude 203" 'J.7' ¥l. : 
the land was difiant about five leagues, and extended from 
S. 37 W. to N. ~ E. In this latitude, there are fome white 
cliffs, which rife perpendicularly from the fea to a con:.. 
fid€rable height. We flood off the £hore till tWO o'clock, and 
then tacked and flood in till fix, when we were within 
four or five miles of it, and at that difiance had fifty fathOlTI 
water. The extremities of the land bore from S. ~8 W. to 

N. 25° 30 E. We now tacked and {{ood off till twelve, then 
tacked and flood in again till four in the morning, when we 
Inade a trip off till daylight; and during all this time we 1011: 
ground, owing to the variablenefs of the winds. vVe COll

tinued at the difiance of between four and five miles frOlu 
the !hore, till the afternoon, when we came within two 
miles, and I then hoified out the pinnace and yawl to 
attempta landing, but the pinnace proved to be fo leaky that 
I was obliged to hoift her in again. At this time we fa'.v , 
feveral of the natives walking briikly along the fhore, fonl" 
of whom carried a fmall canoe upon their fhouldiJrs: we 
flattered ourfe!ves that they "vere going to pllt her into the 
water, and come off to the {hip, but finding ourrelves dif~ 
appointed, I determined to go on fhore. in the yaw], with as 
many as it would carry: I embarked therefore, \vith only 
Mr. Banks, Dr. Solander, Tupia, and four rowers ;\ve pulled 
for that part of the fhore where the Indians appeared) near 
which four fmall canoes wen! lying at the water's edge. 
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The Indians fat down upon the rocks, and feemed to wait: 
for our landing; but to our great regret, when we came with-, 
in about a quarter of a mile, they ran away into the woods ~ 
we determined however to go afhore, and endeavour to pro~ 
cure an interview, but in this we were again difappointed¥ 
for we found fa great a furf beating upon every part of the. 
beach, that landing with our little boat was altogether im
praCticable~. we were therefor€ obliged to be content with
gazing at fuch objects as prefented themfeLves from the: 
water: the canoes, upon a near view, feemed very much to, 
refemble thofe of the fmaller fort at New Zealand. We ob
ferved, that among the trees on ihor~ w,hich were not very' 
large, there was no underwood;. and could diflinguiili that 
n1any of them were 0f the palm kind, and fame of them: 
cabbage trees: after many a, wifhful look we were obliged 
to return, with our curiofity rather excited than fatisfied, and 
about five in the evening, got on board the :alip. About this: 
time it fell calm, and our fituation was by no means agree
able: we were now not more than a mile, and a half £ron'1, 
the thore, and within fome breakers; whi<;:h Iayto the fouth~ 
ward; but happily a. light breeze came off the land, and car
ried us out of danger: with this breeze we flood to the 
northward, and at day-break we difcovered a bay, which. 
feemed to be well fheltered from all winds, and into which 
therefore 1 determined to go with the fhip., The pinnace 
being repaired, I fent her, with the Mailer, to found the 
entrance, while I kept turning up, having, the wind right 
out. At nOOll, the mouth of the bay bore N. N. VV, difrant 
about a mile" and feeing a [moke on the {hore, we directed .. 
our glaifes to the fpot, a'nd foon difcovered ten people, who, 
upon our nearer approach, left their fire, and retired to a" 

litrle eminence, whence they could conveniently obferve our. 
motions. Soon after two canoes, each having two men Oll; 

'board~ 
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"board, came to the fhore juft under the eminence, and the 
men joined the reft on the top of it. The pinnace, which 
had been fent ahead to found, now approached the place, 
upon whiCh all the Indians retired farther up the hill, ex
cept one, who hid himfelf among fame rocks near the 
landing-place. As the pinn~ce proceeded along the fl'lore, 
moft of the people took the fame route, and kept abreaft of 
her at a diftance; when ihe came back, the mafter told us, 
that in a cove a little within the harbour, fame of them had 
come down to the beach, and invited him to land by many 
figns and words of which he knew not the nleaning; bl!t -
that all of them were armed with long pikes, arid a wooden 
weapon ihaped fomewhat like a cimeter. The Indians who 
had not followed the boat, feeing the fllip approach, ufed 
many threatening geftures, and brandiihed their weapons; 
particularly two, who made a very fingular appearance, for 
their faces feemed- to have been dufied with a white powder, 
and their bodies painted with broad ftreaks of the fame co
lour, which palling obliquely over their breafts and backs, 
looked not unlike the crofs-belts worn by oar fa1diers; the 
fame kind of ftreaks were alfo drawn round their legs and 
thighs like broad garters: each of thefe men held in his 
hand the weapon that had been defcribed to us as like a 
cimeter, which appeared to be about two feet and a half 
long, and they feemed to talk to each other with great ear·o 

neftnefs. 

We continued to ftand into the bay, and early in the after
noon anchored under the fouth ill are, about two miles with
in the entrance, in fix fathom water; the fouth point bearing 
S. E. and the north point Eafl As we came in we fa w, 
on both points of the bay, a few huts, and feveral of the 
nauves, men, women, and children. Under the fouth head 

3 R a we 



~77°' 
April. 

L..-,.--.J 
Sat.w:da y z 8. 

LIEUTENANT COOK's VOYA,GE 

w,e faw four fmall.canoes, with each one man on board, who 
w~re very buiHy employed in fhiking fiili with a long pike 
or fpear: they ventured almoft into the furf, and were fo 
intent upon what they were doing, that although the ihip 
p~f[ed within a quarter of a mile of them, they fcarcely 
turned their eyes towards her ; pollibly being deafened by 
the furf, and their attention wholly fixed upon their builnefs 
or fpoft, they neither faw nor heard her go paft them. 

The place where the fhip had anchored was abreaft of a 
fmall village, confifiing of about fix or eight houfes; and 
while we were preparing to hoift out the boat, we raw an old 
woman,. followed by three children, come out of the wood; 
fhe was loaded with fire-wood, and each of the children had 
alfG> its· little burden: when {he came to the houfes three' 
more children, younger than the others, came OUt >to meet 
her: !he often looked at the {hip» but expreifed neither fear 
nor furprife: in a iliort thne ihe kindled a fire, and the 
four canoes caIl1e in frOln fifhing. The men landed, and 
having hauled up their boats,. began to drefs their dinner,. 
to all appearance wholly unconcerned about us, though we 

were within half a lnile of them," We thought it remark
able tha~t of aU the people we had' yet feen, not one had the 

leaH appearance of clothing,. the old v"loman herfelf being 
cldlitute even of a fig-leaf. 

After dinner the boats were manned', and we fet out from' 
the (hip, having Tupia of our party. \Ve intended to land 
Yvhere we faw the peopLe, and began t.o hope that as they 
had fo little regarded the iliip's coming into the bay, they. 
would as little r~gard .our coming on {hore :. in this, how;.. 
ever, we were difappointed ; . for as [oon as we approached 
the rocks, two of the men caIne dbwnupon them to dif
pure our landing, and the reft ran away... Each of the two 

champions 
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champions was armed with a lance about ten feet long, and 
a {hort flick which he feemed to handle as if it was a ma
chine to affift him in lTIanaging Of throwing the lance: they 
called to us in a very loud tone, and in a harih diffonant lan
guage, of which neither we nor Tupia underftood a fingle 
,word: they brandifhed theif weapons, and feemed refolved 
to defend their co aft to the uttermoft, though they were but 
two, and we were forty. I could not but admire their cou
rage, and being very unwilling that hoftiIities ihould COlTI
me nee with fnch inequality of force between us, 1 ordered: 
the boat to lie upon her oars:- we then p::trlied by figns for 
about a quarter of an- hour, and to befpeak their good-wil1~. 
I threw them nails, beads, and other trifles, which they 
rook up and fcemed to be well pleafed with. I then made 
figns that I wanted water, and, by all the means that I could 
devifc, endeavoured to convince them that we would dothetll 
no harm: they now waved to us, and I was willing. to inter-
pret it as an invitation; but upon our putting the boat in, 
they came again to oppofe us. One appeared tu be a youth 
about nineteen or twenty, and the other a man of middle 
age: as I had now no other refource I fired a mufquet be
tween them., Upon the report, th:e youngefl: dropped a 
bundle of lances upon the rock, but recollcl'ling himfclf in 
an infl:ant he fnatched them up again with great ha,fl:e: a, 
ilone was then thrown at us, upon which I ordered a muf
quet to be fired with fmall fhot, which firuck theeldefc upon, 
the legs, and he immediately ran to one of the houfes, -which, 
was difl:ant about an hundred yards: I now- hoped that our 
contefi. was over, and we immediately landed;c but we had, 
fcarcely left the boat when he returned, ancL we then per:
ceived that he had left the rock only to fetch a, fhield or tar

get for his defence. As foon as he came up, he threw a: 

lance at us, and his comrade anotheT; they fell wher<~ we_ 
flood. 
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'flood thickeft, but happily hurt nobody. ,A ,thirdmufquet 
with fmall ihot was then fired at them, upon which one of 
thelll threw another lance, and both immediately ran away: 
,if we had pur[ued, we might .probably have taken one of 
them; but Mr. Banks fuggefling 'that the lances might be 
poi[oned, I thought it not prudent 'to v:enture into the woods. 
vVe repaired iffiluediately to the huts, in one of which we 
found the children, who had hidden themfelves behind a 
ihield and {orne bark; we peeped at them, but left them in 
their retreat, without their knowing that they had been dif-

.,covered, and we threw into the hou[e when we went away 
fome beads, -ribbons, pieces of cloth, and other prefents, 
which we hoped would procure us the good-will of the in, 
habitants when they iliould return; but the lances which 
'we found lying arbout, we-took away with us, to the number 
of about fifty: they were from fix to fifteen feet long, and 
all of them had four prongs in the manner of a fifh-gig, each 
of which was pointed with fiill-bone, and very iharp: we 
-obferved that they were fmeared with a vi[cous fubftance of 
a green colour, which favoured the opinion of their being 
-poi[oned, though we afterwards di[covered that it was a mif
.take: they appeared, by the fea~weed that we found flicking 
to them, to have been ufed in flriking fi£h. Upon examining 
the canoes that lay upon the beach, we found them to be the 
worft we had ever feen: they were between twelve and 
fourteen feet long, and made of the bark of a tree in one 
piece, which was drawn together and tied up at each end, 
the middle being kept open by flicks which were placed 
acro[s them from gunwale to gunwale as thwarts. W-e then 
fearched for freih water, but found none, except in a fmall 
1101e which had been dug in the fand. -

Having rehnbarked in our boat, we depofited our lances 
en board the !hip, and then went over to the north point of 

the 
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tIie bay, where we had feen feveral of the inhabitants when ~77?~ 
we were entering it, but which we now found totally de-~ 
r. d H h f d f n.. h' h 'kI d Saturday 2~h .I.erte. ere owever we oun reHl water, w IC ,tnc e . 
clown from the top of the rodis, and frood in pools among 
~he hollows at the bottom; but it wa.s fituated iDeas not to 

be procured for our ufe without difficulty~. 

In the morning, therefore, I fent a party of men to that Sunday 29r. 

pal·t of the fhore where we firft landed', with orders to dig 
holes ih the fand wliere the water might gather; but going, 
a,ihore myfelf with the Gentlen1en foon afterwards, we 
found, upon a more 'diligent fearch, a fman fiream; more-
than fufficient for our purpofe .. 

Upon vifiting the hut where we had feen the children, we 
were greatly mortified to 'find that the beads and ribbons
which we had left there the night before, had not, been 
moved from- their places,. and that not an- Indi-an was to be 
feen. 

Having fent forne empty water-calks on !hare, and left a 
party of IEen to cut wood, I went myfelf in the pinnace to 

found, and examine the bay; during my excurfion Ifaw fe~ 
vera!' of the natives". but they all fled at my approach. In 
one of the places where I landed- I found feveral fmall fires, 
and f~efh mufcles broiling- upon them; here alfo I found: 
fume of the largeft oyfie~-fhells I had ever [een. 

As [oon as the wooders and' waterers came on board to din.;, 
ner, ten or twelve of the- natives came down to the place; 
and looked with great attention and, curiofity at the caiks, 
out did- not touch theIn: they took away however-the canoes' 
which lay near the landing-place, and again difappeared~ 
In the afternoon, when our people were again ailiore, fix~ 
teen or eighteen Indians, all armed, came boldly within' 
about an- hundr·ed yards of them, and then flopped: two ofl 

6 ilierns 
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them advanced fomewhat nearer; and Mr. Hicks, ;,vho COIn ... 

Dlanded the party on iliore, with another, advanced to meet 
them, holding out prefents to them as be approached, and 
,expreiIing kindnefs and amity by every fign he could think 
of, but all without effdt; for before he could get up with 
them they retired, and it would have anfwered no purpofe 
to purfue. In the evening, I went with Mr. Banks and Dr. 
Bolander to a fandy cove on the north fide of the bay, where, 
in three or four hauls with the feinc, we took above threc 
hundred weight of £lib, which was equally divided among 
the fhip's company. 

The next morning, before day-break, the Indians came 
Gown to t~le houfes that were abreaft of the !hip, and were 
heard frequently to iliont very loud. As fOOI1 as it was light. 
they were feen walking along the beach; and foon after 
they retired to the woods, where, at the diflance of abollt a 
Inile from the :i1'lore, they kindled feveral fires. 

Our people went afhore as ufual, and with them 1\11'. 
Banks and Dr. Solander, who, in fearch of plants1 repaired 
to the woods. Our men, who were elnployed in cutting 
grafs, being the fa,rthefl.: removed from the main body of the 
people, a company of fourteen or fifteen Indians advanced 
towards them, havingfl.:icks in their hands, which, according 
to the report of the Seljeant of the lnarines, {hone like a 
mufquet. The grafs-cutters, upon feeing them approa"ch, 
drew together, and repaired to the main body. The Indians, 
being encouraged by this appearance of a flight, pill'fued, 
them; they fl.:opped however when they were within about 
a furlong of them, and after fhouting [everal times went 
back into the woods. In the evening they came again in 
the fam~t manner, ftopped at the fame diftance, !houted and 

• ! 

retue-4J I followed themlllyfelf, alone and unarmed, for ct, 

£ confidera ble 



R 0 U N D THE W 0 R L D. 

'tonfiderable way along the [hare, but I could not prevail upon 

'them to flop. 

This day Mr. Green took the fun's 111eridian altitude a little 
within the fouth entrance of the bay, which gave the lati
tude 340 S. the variation of the needle was I 1

0 3' E. 

Early the next morning, the body of Forby Sutherland, 
one of our feamen, who died the evening before, was buried 
near the watering-:place; and from this incident I called the 
fouth point of this bay SUTHERLAND POINT. This day we 
refolved to make an excurfion into the country. Mr. Banks, 
Dr. Solander, myfelf, and feven others, properly accoutred 
for the expedition, fet out, and repairedfirft to the huts, 
near the watering-place, whither forne of the natives conti
nued every day torefort; and though the little prefents 
which we had left there before had not yet been taken away, 
we left others of fomewhat more value, confifling of cloth, 
looking-glaffes, combs, and beads, and then went up into 
the country. We found the foil to be either fwamp or light 
fand, and the face of the country finely diverfified by wood 
and lawn. . The trees are tall, firait, and without under
wood, flanding at fuch a dif1:ance from each other that the 
whole country, at leafl:. where the fwalnps do not render it 
incapable of cultivation, might be cultivated without cut
ting down one of them: between the trees the ground is 
covered with grafs, of which there is great abundance, 
growing in tufts about as big as can well be grafped in 
the hand, which fl:and very clofe to each other. \Ve faw 
many houfes of the inhabitants, and places where they had 
flept upon the grafs without any ihelter; but we faw only 
one of the people, who the moment he difcovered us ran 
8_way. At all thefe places we left pre~ents, hoping that at 
l':Dgth they rnjght produce confidence and good-will. We 
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1770. had a traniient and imperfect view of a quadruped about as 
~ big as a rabbit: Mr. Banks's ~reyhound,· which was with 
Tuefday 1. us, got fight of it, and would probably have caught it, but 

the x'noment he fet off he lamed himfelf, againft a ftump 
which lay concealed in the long grafs. We afterwards faw the 
dung of an animal which fed upon grafs, and which we 

judged could lwt be lefs than a deer; and the footfteps: of 
another, which was clawed lik~ a dog, and f~erued to be 
about as big as a wolf: we aHa tI:a.cke~ a (ma.ll animal, 
whofe foot refembled that of a polcat orweale.l. The ,trees 
over our head abounded with birds of various kinds) among 
which were many of exquifite beauty, particularly loriquet& 
and cockatoos, which flew in flocks of feveral fcores toge ... 
ther. We found fome wood which had been felled by the 
natives with a blunt infirulnent, and fOlne. that had been 
barked. The trees were not of many fpecies; among others 
there was a large one which yielded a gum not unlike the 
Sanguis draconis; and in fome of thelli fleps had been cut at 
about three feet diftance from each other, for the conveni
ence of climbing them. 

From this excurfion we returned between three and four 
1O'dock, and having dined on board, we went ailiore aKain at 
the watering~place, where a party of Il1en were filling calks .. 
Mr. Gore, the Second Lieutenant, had been fent out in the 
morning with a boat to dredge for oyfters at the head of the 
bay; when he had performed this fervice, he went aihore, 
and having taken a midihipman with him, and fent the boat 
away, fet out to join the waterers by land. In his way he 
fell in with a body of two and twenty Indians, who followed 
him, and were often not more than twenty yards diftant; 
when Mr. Gore perceived thenl, fo near, he flopped, and faced 
.about, upon which, they flopped alfo; and when he went 

40n 
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on again, continued their purfuit: they did not however 
attack him, 'though they were all armed with lances, and 
he artdthe midihipman got in fafety to the watering-place. 
The Indians, who had flackened their purfuit when they 
came in fight of the main body of our people, halted at 
about the diftance of a qua,rter of a lnile, where they flood 
Hill. Mr. Monkhoufe and two or three of the waterers took 
it in their l1ead to n:1arch up to theln; but feeing the Indians 
keep their ground tin they came pretty near them, they 
were feized with a fLidden fear very conunon to the raal and 
fool-hardy, and lnade a hafty teU'eat: this fiep, which in-
fured the danger that it was taken to avoid, encouraged the 
Indians, and four of them running forward difcharged their 
lances at the fugitives, with fuch force that, flying no Iefs 
than forty yards, they went beyond them. As the Indians 
did riot purfue, our people, recovering their fpirits, flopped 
to colleer the lances when they caIne up to the place where 
they lay; upon which the Indians, in their turn, began to 

retire. Jufl: at this time I came up, with Mr. Banks, Dr. So-
lander, and Tupia; and being defirous to convince the In-
dians that we were neither afraid of them, nor intended 
them any mifchief, we advanced towards them, making 
figns of expoftulation and entreaty, but they could not be 
perfuaded to wait till we could come up~ 1\111'. Gore told us, 
that he had {een fome of them up the bay, who had invited 
him by figns to come on a1.0re, which he, certainly with 
great prudence, declined. 
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The morning of the next day was fo rainy, that we were Wcdnef. z~ 

all glad to flay on board. In the afternoon. however, it 
cleared up, and we made another excurfion along the fea-
coaft to the fouthward: we went ailiore, and Mr. Banks and 
Dr. Solander gathered many plants; but befides thefe we 
raw nothing worthy of notice. At our ilrft entering the 
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woods, we met with three of the natives" who inftantly ralli. 
away: more of them were feenby forne of the people, but
they all difappeared, with great precipitation, as foon as they 
found that they were difcovered. ,By the boldnefs of thefe' 
people at our firftlanding, and the- terror that feized them at 
the fight of us afterwards, it appears that they were fuBi ... 
ciently intimidated by our fire~arms': not that we -had any 
reafon to think the people 111uch hurt by the fn1all-ihot 
which we were obliged to fire at them,_ when they attacked 
us at our coming out of the boat; but they had probably 
feen the effects of them, frOITl their lurking places, upon 
the birds that we had :!hot. Tupia, who was now become a 
good Inarkfman, frequently {hayed from us to ilioot par ... 
:rots; and he had told us, that while he was thus employed; 
he had once n1et with nine Indians, who, as [oon as they 
perceived he faw thclu,ran fromhim,in great confuflOnand 
terror. 

Thl1rfday 3- The next day, twelve canoes, in each of which was a fii1gH~' 
Indian, came towards the watering-place, and were within 
half a mile of it a confidera ble tinle: they were en1 played in. 
fl:riking fiih, upon which, like others that we had feen be
fore, they were fo intent that they feemed to regard nothing 
elfe. It happened, however, that a party of our people were 
out a :f11.ooting near the place, and, one of the men, whofe 
curiofity lTIight at length perhaps be roufed by the report of 
the fowling-pieces, was obferved by Mr. Banks to haul up 
his canoe upon the beach. and go towards the ihooting 
party: in fomething more than a quarter of an hour he re
turned, launched his canoe, and \vent off in her to his com
panions. This incident makes it probable that the natives 
acquired a know lege of the defl:rua'ive power of our fire= 
arms, when we knew nothing of the matter; for this n1an 

was 
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was not feen by any of the party whofe operations he had' 
reconnoitred. 

While Mr. Banks was gathering plants near the watering
place, I went with Dr. Solander and Mr. Monkhoufe to the 
head of the bay, that I might examine that part of the coun
try, and make farther attempts to form fome connec'i:ion, 
with the natives. Tn our way we met with eleven or twelve 
:Cmall canoes, with each a man in it, probably the fame that 
were afterwards ab17eaft of the iI1.ore, who all made into 
fuoal water upon our approach. We 11).et other Indians on 
fhOl:e the firfl: time we landed, who· infl:antly took to their. 
canoes, and' paddled away. We went up the country to fome' 
diftance, and found the face of it nearly the farne with that 
which has been defcribed already, but the foil was lTIuch· 
richer; for infl:ead of fand, I found a· deep black lTIould, 
which I thought very fit for the produCtion of grain of any 
kind~ In the woods we found a tree which bore fruit that 
in colour and fhape refembled a cherry; the juice had an 
agreeable tartnefs, though but little flavour. We found alfo in= 
terfperfedfomeof the finefl:ineadows in the world: fome places 
however were rocky, but thefe were cOluparatively few: the' 
frone is fandy, and might be ufed with advantage for build
ing. When we returned to the boat, we faw fome fmoke 
11 pon another part of the coaft, and went thither in hopes of 
lYleeting with the people; but atour approach, thefe alfo -ran 
away. We found fix {mall canoes, and fix fires very near 
the beach, with forne mufcles roafting upon them, and a, 

few oyacrs lying near: by this we. judged that there had 
been one luan in each canoe, who having picked up forne 
ihell;..fiih were come ail1.ore to eat it, and that each had made 
his feparate fire for that pUfpofe: we tafted of their cheer, 
and left them in return forne ftringsof beads,and other things 

which, 
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which we thought would pleafe them. At the foot of a tree 
in this place we found a fmall well of frefh water, fupplied 
by a fpring; and the day being now far,fpent, we returned 

to the fhip. In the evening, Mr. Banks made a little excur~ 
fion with his gun, and found fuch a number of quails, re
fembling thofe in England, that he might have iliot as many 
as he pleafed; b;ut his object was variety, and not nUluber. 

The next morning, as the wind would not permit nle to 
fail, I fent out feveral parties into the country to try again 
whether fome intercourfe could not be eflabli[hed with the 
natives. A midfhipman who belonged to one of thefe parG 
ties, having fl:raggled a long way frOln his companions, nlet 
with a very old man and woman, and fome little children; 
they were fitting under a tree by the water fide, and neither 
party faw the other till they were clofe together: the Indians 
fl'lowed figns of fear, but did not attempt t? run away. The 
rnan happened to have nothing to give theln but a parrot 
that he had fhot; this he offered, but they refufed to accept 
it, withdrawing themfelves from his hand either through 
fear or averfion. His flay with them was but iliort, for he 
faw feveral canoes near the beach fifhing, and being alone, 
he feared tbey might come a{hore and attack him: he faid, 
that thefe people were very dark coloured, but not black; 
that the man and woman appeared to be very old, being 
both grey-headed; that the hair of the man's head was 
bufhy, and his beard long and rough; that the woman's hair 
was cropped [hort, and both of them were flark naked. lVlr. 

1vIonkhoufe the Surgeon, and one of the men, who were with 
another party near the watering-place, alfo ftrayed from 
their companions, and as they were coming out of a thicket 
obferved fix Indians fianding together, at the diftance of 
~.hOllt fifty yards~ One of them proaounced a word very 

loud, 
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loud, which was fuppofed to be a fignal, for a lance was 
imlnediately thrown at him out of the wood, which very 
narrowly miffed him. When the Indians faw that the wea
pon had not taken effeCt, they ran away with the greateft 
precipitation; but on turning about towards the place 
whence the lance had been thrown, he faw a young Indian, 
whom ne judged to be about nineteen or twenty years old, 
come down from a tree, and he alfo ran away with fuch, 
fpeed as made it hopelefs to follow him. Mr.lVlonkhoufe 
was of opinion that he had been watched by thefe Indians· 
:in his paifage through the thicket, and that the youth had 
'been fl:a tioned in the tree~ to clifcharge the lance at him, 
upon a :lignal as he fhould come by; but however this be~ 
there could be no doubt but that he was the perfon wh@, 
threw the lance .. 

In the afternoon, I went myfelf with a party over to the 
north fhore, and while fom'e of our people were hauling the 
ieine, we made an excuru.on a few miles into the couDn:y, 
proceeding afterwards in the direction of the coaft. We 
:tound this place without wood, and fomewhat refembling 
our moors in England; the furface of the ground', however, 
was covered with a thin brufh of plants, about as high as 
the knees: the hills near the coaft are low,. but others rife 
behind them, increafing by a gradual af£ent to a confiderable 
diftance, with nlarilies and moraifes between., When we 
returned to the boat, we foupd that our people had caught 
with the feine a great number of fmall 1iili, which are well 
known in the Weft Indies, and which our failors call Leather 
jackets, be€aufe their fkin is remarkably: thick. 1 had fent 
the Second Lieutenant out in the yawl a ftriking, and when 
w¢ got back to the iliip, we found that he a1fo had been very 
fuccefsful. He had obferved that the large fling-rays, of 
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which there is great plenty in the hay, followed the flowing 
tide into very ihallow water; he therefore took the opportu
nity of flood, and ftruck feveral in not more than two or 
three feet water: one of them weighed no lefs than two 
hundred and forty pounds after his entrails were tllken out. 

The next morning, as the wind frill continued northerly 
I fent out the yawl again, and the people {huck one frill 
larger, for when his entrails were taken out he weighed 
three hundred and thirty-fix pounds. 

The great quantity of plants which Mr. Banks and Dr. So': 
lander colleCl:ed in this place induced me to give it the name 
of BOT ANY BA Y. It is fituated in the latitude of 34 0 S., lon
gitude 208 0 37' W. It is capacious, fafe: 2nd convenient, and 
may be known by the land on the [ea-eoaH, which is nearly 
level, and of a moderate height; in general higher than it is 
farther inland, with freep rocky cliffs next the fea, which 
have the appearance of a long ifland lying clofe under the 
ihore. The harbour lies about the middle of this land, arid 
in approaching it from the fouthward, is difcovered before 
the !hip comes abreafi of it; but from the northward it is 
not difcovered fa foon: the entrance is a little more than a 
quarter of a mile broad, and lies in \V.N. W. To fail into it 
the fouthern ihbre ihould be kept on board, till the iliip is 
within a fmall bare iiland, which lies clofe under the north 
fhore; within this Wand the deepeft water on that fide is 
[even fathom, fhallowing to five a good way up. At a con
fiderable diftance from the fouth !hare there is afhoal, reach
ing from. the inner fouth point quite to the head of the har
bour; but over towards the north and north weft :lhore there 
is a channel of twelve or fourteen feet at low water, for 
three or four leagues, up to a place where there is three or 
four fathom, but here I found very little FreCh water. We 

6 anchored 
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anchored near the fouth [hore, about a ulile within the··en-
trance, for the convenience of failing with a foutherly wind~ 
and becaufe I thought it the beil fituation for watering; but I 
.afterwards found a very fineflream on the north ihore, in the 
firft fandy cove within the iiland, before which a iliip might 
lie almoft land-locked, and procure wood as well as water in 
great abundance. "Vood indeed is every where plenty, but 
I faw only two kinds which may be confide red as ;(ilnber. 
Thefe trees are as large, or larger than the EnglHh oak, and 
one of them has not a very different appearance : this is the 
fame that yields the reddifh gum like Jang'ztis dracollis, and 
the wood is heavy~ hard, and,· dark-coloured, like lignum 

-ruitce: the other grows tall and f1:rair, fomething like the 
pine; and the wood of this, which has fame refemblance t@ 
the live oak of America,isalfo hard and heavy. There are 
a few ihrubs, and feveral kinds of the palm; mangrove-g 
alfo grow in great plenty near the head of th~ bay. The 
country in general is level, low, and woody, as far as we 
could fee. The woods, as I have before obferved, abound 
with birds of exquifite beauty, particularly of the parrot 
kind; we found alfo crows here, exaCtly the fame with thofe 
in England. About the head of the harbour, where there 
are large flats of {and and lTIud, there is great plenty of 
water-fow 1, n10ft of which were altogether unknown to us: 
'One of the moil. remarkable was black and white, much 
larger than a [wan, and in fhape fomewhat refembling a p~
lican. On there banks of fand and mud there are great quan
tities of oyfiers, nlufcles, cockles, and other ihell-fif11, \vhich 
[cem to he the principal fubfiflence of the inhabitants, who 
go into illOal water with their little canoes, and pick thenl 

out with their hands .. vVe did not obferve that they eat any 
Df them raw, nor do they always go on fllOre to drcfs them, 
for they have frcqnc:ntly fires in their canoes for that pur-
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pore. They do not however fubfifl: wholly upon this food, 
for they catch a variety of other fifh, fome of which they 
fhike with gigs, and fome they take with hook and line., 
All the inhabitants that we faw were ftark naked: they didl 

,IWt appear to be numerous, nor to live in focieties, but like' 
other animals were fcattered about along the coaft, and in 
the woods. Of their manner of life, however, we could 
know but little, as we were never able to form the leaft con
nection with them: after the firft conteft at our landing, they 
would never come near enough to parley; nor did they 
touch a fingle article of all that we had left at their huts, and 
the places, they frequented, on purpofe for them to take 
away . 

. During my flay in this harbour, I caured the Eng1ifh co~
lours to- be difplayed on :Chore every day, and the :£hip's name; 
and the date of the year, to be infcribed upon one of th(i:' 
trees near the watering-place. 

It is high-water here at the full' and change of the moon: 
about eight o'clock, and the tide rifes and faUs perpendicu".. 
la-rly between four and five' feet; 

C HAP. 
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tfhe Range from Botany Bay to 'Trinity Bay; . with a farther 

Account of the Country, its Inhabitants, and ProdufiioltS. 

A T day-break, on Sunday the 6th of May 1770, we fet J~7~' 

fail from Botany Bay, with a light breeze at N. \V. ~ 
which foon after coming to the fouthward, we fleered along SLtnUay 6. 

the !hore N. N. E.; and at noon, our latitude, by obfervation, 
. was 33 0 50' S. At this time we were between twO and three 

miles diftant from the land, and a-breaft of a bay, or har
bour, in which there appeared to be good anchorage, and 
which I cal1ed PORT JACKSON. This harbour lies three 
leagues to the northward of Botany Bay: the variation, by 
feveral azimuths, appeared to be 8° E. At fun-fet, the 
northermoft land in fight bore N. 26 E. and fome broken 
land, that feemed to form a bay, bore N. 40 W. diftant four 
,leagues. This bay, which lies in latitude 33" 42', I called 
BROKEN BA Y. vVe fleered along .the {hore N. N. E. all night, 
at the difiance of about three leagues from the land, having 
from thirty-two to thirty-fix fathom w:ater, with a hard 
fandy bottom. 

Soon after fun-rife on the 7th, I took feveral azimuths, MonJay -. 

with four needles belonging to the azimuth compa[s, the 
mean refult of which gav.e the variation 7° 56' E. At noon, 
our latitude, by obfervation, was 33" 22' S.: we were about 
three leagues from the {hore; the northermoft land infight 
bore N. 19 E. and fome hnds which projec'ted in three bluff 
points, and which, for that reafoI1, I called CAPE THREE 

3 T 2 POINTS; 
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POINTS, bore S. W. diftant five leagues. Our longitude from 
Botany Bay was 19~ E. In the afternoon, we faw fmoke in 
feveral places upon the ihore, and in the evening, found the 
variation to be 8 0 2s' E. At this tinle we were between two 
and three miles from tl~e ihore, in twenty-eight fathom; 
and at noon the next day, we had not advanced one fl:ep to 

the northward. 'rVe fioqd off il1.ore, with tbe winds north
erly, till twelve at night, and at the diftance of about five 
leagues, had feventy fathom; at the diftance of fix league& 
,ve had eighty fathom,' which is the extent of the found
ings; for at the difiance of ten leagues., we had 11.0 ground, 

ViTith r 50 fathOl?J" 

The wind continuing northerly" tilL the l'IlOrning of the 
10th, we continued to' fland in apd off the ihOl'e, with very 
little change of fituation in Other: refpel9:s; but a gale then', 
fpringing up at S. W. we made the b~.ft of our way along the' 
ihare to the narthward~ At fun-rife, our fatitudewas 33° 2~ S. 
and the variation 8° E. At nine in the:: forenoon, we paired: 
a remarkable hill" which flood a fittleway inland:, and fOlne
what refembled the crown of a hat: and at noon, our lati
tude, by obfervation, was 320 5 3~'S. and our longitude 208" 

W. We were about two, leagues diflant from the land,
which extended from N. 41 E. to S. 41 "V., and a fmall round; 
rock, or iiland, which lay clofe under the land, bore S. 82 
W. diftant between three and four leagues. At four in the 
afternoon, we p::dfed, at the difl:anceof about a ll1ile, a low 
rocky point, which I 'called POINT STEPHENS, on the n'orth 
fide of which is an inlet, which I called PORT STEPHENS: 

this inlet appeared to lnc, from the ~tlfl: head, to be fhel
tered from all winds. It lies in latitude 32° 40', longitude 
2070 S 1', and at the entrance arc three fmall ii1ands, two of 
which are high; and on the main near the [hore are fame 
high round hills, which at a difl:ance appear like iilands. In 

pailing 
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paffing this bay, at the diftance of two or three miles frOlTI 
the :lhore, our foundings were from thirty-three to twenty
feven fathom, from which I conjectured that there muft be 
a fufficient depth of water within it. At a little diftance 

within land, we faw fmoke in feveral places; and at half an 
hour paft five, the northermoft land in fight bore N. 36 E.
and Point Stephens S. W. diftant four leagud. Our found-
ings in the night, were from forty-eight to fixty-two fathom, 
at the diftance of between three and four leagues from the 
:Chore, which made in two hillocks. This Point I called 
CA P E HA W KE: it lies in the latitude of 3 Z 0 14' S., longituDe 
Q07° 30' W.; and at four o'clock in the lllorning bore \V. 
diftant about eight miles; at the fame tilue the northermoft 
land in fight bore N. 6 E. and appeared like an Wand. At 
noon, this land bore N. 8 E. t!1e northermoft land in fight 
N. I3 E. and Cape Hawke S. 37 'vV. Our latitude, by obfer-
vation, was 32 Q Q'S. which was twelve miles to the fouth:
ward of that given by the log; fo tha,t probably we had a' 

current fetting that way: by the morning amplitude and 
azimuth, the variation was 9 0 

10/ E. During our run along 
the {hore, in the afternoon, we faw [moke in feveral places) > 

at a little diftance from the beach, and one upon the top of 
a hill, which was the firft we had feen upon elevated ground ° 

£lnce our arrival upon the coaft. ° At fun-fer, we had tOwenty_ 
three fathom, at the dii1ance of a league and an half from 
the fhore:- the northerm6111and then bore N. 13 E. and three 
hills, remarkably large and high, lying contiguous to each 
other, and not far frOlTI the beach, N.N. \V. As thefe hills 
bore fome refemblance to each other, we called tbem the 00 

THR E E BROT HERS. They lie in latitude 3 1 0 
40', and inay be 

feen fourteen or fixteen leagues. vVe fiecrcd N. E. by N. all 
night, having from twenty-feven to fixty-fcven fathom, at 
the diftance of between two and fix leagues from the 111ore. 

7 At 
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At day-break, we fleered north, for the northermoft land 
in fight. 'At noon, -we were four leagues from the l1~ore, 
and by obfervation,in latitude 3 1 0 _18' S., which was fifteen 
miles to the fouthward of that given by the log; our longi
tude 206 0 S8':YV. In the afternoon, we flood in for the land, 
where we faw fmoke in feveral places, tin fix in the even
ing, when, being within three or four miles of it, and in 
twenty-four fathom of water, we flood off with a freal. 
breeze at N. and N. N. '.V. till midnight, when we had 118 

fathom t at the difl:ance of eight leagues from the land, and 
then tacked. At three in the lTIorning, the wind veered to 

the: ''leftward, when we tacked and flood to the northward. 
At noon, our latitude, by obfervation, was 30° 43' S., and 
our longitude 20(,0 45' \V. At this time we were between 
three and four leagues frOln the [hore, the northermoft part 
of-which bore from us N. 13 W. and a point, or head land, 
on which we faw fires that produced a great quantity of 
fmoke, bore W. diftant four leagues. To this Point I gave 
the name of SMOKEY CAPE: it is of a condfierable height, 
and over the pitch of the Point is a round hillock; within it 
are two others, much higher and larger, and within them 
the land is very-low. Our latitude was 300 31'S., longitude 
2c6° 54' 'V.: this day the .obferved latitude was only five 
miles fouth of the log. WeJaw [moke in feveral parts along 
the coaft, befides that feen upon Smokey Cape. 

In the afternoon, the wind being ~at N. E. we flood off and 
on, and at three or four miles diftance from the ihore had 
thirty fathom water: the wind afterwards coming crofs off 
land, we ftood to the northward, having from thirty to 
twenty-one fatholn, at the diftance of four or five miles from 
the ihore __ 

At five in the morning, the wind veered to the north, and 
blew frefh, attended with fquaUs: at eight, it began to thun

der 
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der and'rain, and'in about an hour it fell calm, which gave 
us an opportunity to found, and we had eighty-fix fathom at 
Between four and five leagues from the fhore: foon after 
this we had a gale from the fouthward, with which we 
ffeered N~ by \V. for the northermoft land in fight. At noon, 
we were about four leagues from the ihore, and by obfer-
vation, in latitude 300 22', which was nine miles to t~e' 
fouthward of our reckoning, longitude 206 0 39' W. Some' 
lands near the ihore, of a confiderable height, bore \V. 

As we advanced to the northward, from Botany Bay, the' 
land gradualLy. increafed in height; [0 that in- this latitude it 
may be' called a hilly country. Between this latitude and' 
the Bay, it exhibits a pleafing variety of ridges, hills, vallies, 
and plains, all clothed with wood, of the fame appearance 
with t,hat which has been particularly defcribed: the'land 
near the ihon:.is in general low and fandy, except the points, 
which are rocky, and over many of them are high hills, 
w.hich, at their. firft rifing out of the water, have the appear
ance of iilands. In the afternoon, we had fome fmall rocky 
iilands between us and the land, the fouthermoft of which 
lies in latitude 30° 10', and the northermoft in 29 0 58', and' 
fomewhat more than two leagues from the land: about two 
miles without the northermoft iiland we had thirty-three fa
thom water, Having the advantage of a moon, we fleered 
along the ih'Ore all night; in the dire{.'tion of N. and N. by E. 

keeping at the difl:ance of about three leagues from the land; 
~nd having from twenty to. twenty-five fathom water; As 

foon as-it was· light, having a freih-, gale; we made alI' tIle' 
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fail we could, and at nine o'clock in the morning, being Tue{day 15. 

about a league frOlTI the :Chore, we difcovered' fmoke in 
many places, and having reconrfe to our glaifes, we faw 
about twenty, of the natives, who had each, a . large bundle 

I upon, 
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1770 • upon his back, which we conjectured to be palm leaves for 
~ covering their houtes: we continued to obferve them above 
Tuefday 15· an hour, during which they walked upon the beach, and up 

Wednef. 16. 

a path that led over a hill of a' gentle afcent, behind which 
we loft fight of them: not one of them was obferved to flop 
and look towards us, but they trudged along, to all appear
ance, without the leafl: emotion either of curiofity or fur
prize, though it is impoffible they fhould not have feen the 
ihip by a cafual glance as they walked along the ihore; and 
though fhe mufi, with refpeCt to every other object they had 
yet feen, have been little lefs fiupendous and unaccountable 
than a floating mountain with all its woods would have been 
to us. At hoon, our latitude, by obfervation, was 28 0 39' S., 
and longitude 206 0 zi\V. Ahigh point of land, which I named 
CAPE BYRON, bore N. \V. byW. at the diftance of th.J;ee miles. 
It lies in latitude 28 0 37' 30" S., longitude 206" 30' W. and may 
be known by a remarkable fharp peaked mountain, which 
lies inland, and bears from it N. \V. by VI. From this point, 
the land trends N. 13 W.: inland it is high and hilly, but 
lo,w near the fhore; to the fouthward of the point it is alfa 
low and level. We continued to fleer along the :£hare with a 
freih gale, till fun-fet, when we fuddenly difcovered 
breakers a-head, directly in the fhip's courfe, and alfo on 
our larboard bow. At this time we were about five miles 
from the land, and had twenty fathom water: we hauled up 
eall till eight, when we haq run eight 111iles, and increafed 
our depth of water to forty-four fathom: we then brought 
to, with the filip's head to the eaftward, and lay upon this 
tack till ten, when, having increafed our founding to 
feventy-eight fathom, we wore, and lay "vith the ihip's head 
to the land till five in the morning, when we made fa.il, and 
at daylight, were greatly furprized to find ourfelves farther 
to the fouthward, than we had been the evening before, 

though 
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lhough the wind had been foutherIy, and blown e frelh ali 
night: we now faw the breakers, again within us" and paffed 
them at the' diHance of one league. They lie in latitude 
28° 8' S. ftretching off eaft, two leagues from a point of land, 
under which is a fmall ifiand. Their fituation may always 
be known by the peaked mountain which has b~en, juft 
mentioned, arid which bears frOln them S. W. by \V. for thi-s 
reafon I have named it -MOUNT \VARNING. It lies feven or 
eight leagues inland, in latitude 28" 22' S. The land about 
it is high and hilly, but it is of itfelf fufficiently confpicuous 
to be at once diftinguithed from every other object. The 
Point off which thefe ilioals lie, I - have named POINT 
DANGER. To the northward of, this Point the land is low, 
and -trends N. W. by N.; but it foon turns again more to the 
northward. 

At noon, we were about two leagues from the land, and 
by obfervation, in latitude 27° 46' S. which was feventeen 
miles to the fouthward of the log,; our longitude was 206" 

26' W. Mount Warning bore S. 26 W. diftant fourteen .leagues,. 
and the northermofl: land in fight bore N. We purfued our 
courfe along the thore, at the diftance of about two leagues, 
in the direction of N. 4- E. till between four and five iIi the 
afternoon, when we difcovered breakers on our larboard 
bow.' Our depth of water was thirty-feven fathom, and at 
fun-fet, the northel;mofl: land bore N. by W. the breakers 
N .. W. by W. diftant four miles, and the northermoft land fet 
at noon, which formed a point, and to which I gave the 
name of POINT LOOK-OUT, W. diftant five or fix miles, in 
the latitude of 27 0 6'. On the north fide of this -Point, the 
ihore forms' a wide open bay, which I called MORETON'$ 

BA Y, in the bottom of which the land is fo low that I could 
but jufl: fee it from the top-mafl: head. '. The breakers lie be
tween three and four miles from Point Look-out; and at this 
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thue we had a great fea from the fouthward, which hr0I{.~ 
upon them very high. We fiood on N. N. E. tiU eight 
o'clock, when having paffed the breakers, and dee,pened our 
water to fifty-two fathom, we brought to till ,midnight, wh~lJ. 
we made fail again to the N. N. E. At four in the ll"lof'ning, 
we had 135 farhonl, and when the ,dar broke, I l)erceived 
that during the night I had got lTIl.lch farther north-ward, and. 
from the ihore, than I expected from the courfe we iteel:ed, 
for we were diftant at leaf!: [even le~gues ; I therefore hauled 
in N. W. by·W. with a freih gale at S. S. W. The land that 
was fartheft to the north the night before, now bore S. S. \v. 
aiftant fix leagues, and I g~ve it tbename of CAPE MORE", 

TON, it being the north poil)tof Mor,eton's H<:J.Y: its latitude is 
!l6° 56', and its longitude is 206 0 2W. From Gape Moreton 
the land trends away weft, farther than can be feen, for 
there is a fmall fpace, where at this time no land is vifible, 
and fome on board having alfo obferved that the fea looked 
paler than ufual, were of opinion that the bottom of More
ton's Bay opened into a river: we had here thirty-four fa
thom water, and a£ine fandy bottom: this alone would have 
produced the change that had been obferved in the colour.of 
the water ~ and it was by no means neceifary to fuppofe a 
river to account for the land at the bottom of the Bay not 
being vifible, for fuppofing the land there to be as low as we 
knew it to be in a hundred other parts of the coaf!:, it would 
have been impoffible to fee it from the itation of tfie ihip ;_ 
however, if any future navigator fhould be difpofed to de
termine the quefiion, whether there is or IS not a river in 
this place, which the wind. would not permit us to do, the' 
fituation may always be found by three hills which lie to the 
northward of it, in the latitude of 2.6 0 53" Thefe hills lie 
but a little way inland, and not far from each other: they 
are remarkable for the fingular form of their elevation, 

Wllich 
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which very much refembles a glafs-houfe, and for which 
reafon I called them the GLASS HOUSES: the northennoft of 
the three is the higheft and largefl:: there are alfo feveral 
other peaked hills inland to the northward of thefe, but they 
are not nearly fa remarkable. At noon, our latitude was, by 
obfervation, 26 0 28' S. which was ten miles to the northward 
of the log, a circumftance which had never before happened 
upon this cQaft; our longitude was Qo6° 46'. At this time 
we were between two and three leagues from the land, and 
had twenty-four fathom water. A low bluff point,which 
was the fouth head of a fandy bay, bore N. 62 \V. diftant 

. three leagues, and the northermoft point of land in fight 
bore N. ~ E. This day we faw fmoke in feveral places, and 
fame at a confiderable diftance inland. . 

·In fleering along the fhore at the diftance of two leagues, 
our founding.s were from twenty-four to thirty-two fathom, 
with a fandy bottom. At fix: in the evening, the norther~ 
moft point of land bore N . .;. W. diftant four leagues; at ten 
it bore N. \V. by w~ -!: W. and as we had feen no land to the 
northward of it, we brought to, not well knowing which 
way to fieer. 
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At two in the morning, however, we made fail with the Friday I! 

wind at S. \V. and at daylight, we faw the land extending as 
far as N. ~ E. the point we had fet the night before bore S. \V. 
by W. diftant between three and four leagues. It lies in la-
titude 25 Q 58', longitude 206 0 48/ vV.: the land within it is of 
I moderate and equal height, but the point itfelf is fo un-

equal, that it looks like two fmall iilands lying under the 
land, for which reafon I gave it the name of DOUBLE ISLA N D 

POI NT; it may alfo be known by the white cliffs on the north 
fide of it. Here the land trends to the N. \TV. and forms a. 

hrge open bay, the bottom of which is fo low a flat that 
3 U ~ £1"::"n1 
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from the deck it could fcarcely be feen. In croffing this. 
bay, our depth of water was fronl thirty to twenty-two_ fa
thom, with a white fandy bot~Oln. At noon, we were about 
three leagues fronl the'"fhore, in latitude 2S 0 34/ S. longitude. 
~w6° 45' vV.: Double Iiland Point bore S. !- W. and the Borther
lnofr land in fight N. -.f E .. This part of the coaf!:, which is of 
a moderate height, is more barren than any we had feen" 
and the foil more fandy. With our glaifes we could difcovev 
that the fands~ which lay in great patches of luany acres" 
were moveable, and that fome of them had not been long in 
the place they poifeifed; for we faw in feveral parts, trees 
half buried, the tops of which were frill green; and, in 
others, the 'naked trunks of fuch as the fand. had fl1rrounded 
long enough to deftroy. In other places the woods appeared 
to be low and ihrubby, and we faw no figns of inhabitants .. 
Two water fnakes [warn by the·ihip: they were beautifnlly' 
fpotted, and in every refpett like land inakes, except that 
their tails were broad and frar, probably to f-erve diem inftead. 
~f fins in fwimnling. In the morning of this day, the vari
ation was 8 0 2'0/ E. and in the evening, 8 0 36'. During the~· 

night, we continued our courfe to the' northward, with a: 

light breeze from the land, being difiant from it between, 
t.wo and three leagues, and having from twenty-three. to: 
twenry-feven fathOlll with. a fine [andy bottom. ' 

At noon on the 19th, we were about four miles from the' 
land, with onlo/' thirteen fathom. Our latitude was QSo 4'" 
and the northermoft land in fight bore N. 21 W. diftant eight' 
llliles. At one o'clock, being frill four Iniles diftant frOID' 
the more, but having feventeen fathom water, we pafTed a' 
black bluff head, or point of land, upon which a.great num
ber of the natives were- aifembled, and which therefore 1 
called INDIAN HEAD: it lies in latitude 25°' 3'. Aboutfour 
miles N. by vV. of this Head, is another very like it, from 

whence· 



ROUND THE WORLD. 

\vhence the land trends away fomewhat more to the weft~ 
ward: next to the fea it is low and fandy, arid behind it 
nothing was to be feen, even frOI11 the maft-head. Near 
Indian Head we faw nlore of the natives, and upon the 
neighbouring thore fires by night, and fmoke by day. We 
kept to the northward all night, at the diftance of from four 
miles to four leagues fron1 the iliore, and with a depth of 
water from feventeen to thirty-four fathom. At day-break, 
~he northermofl land bore from us W. S. W. and feemed to 
€nd: in a point, from which we difcovered a reef running 
out to the northward .as far as we could fee. We had hauled' 
our wind to the weftward before it was light, and continued 
the courfe. till we faw the breakers upon our lee bow. We .. 
now edged away N. W. and N. N. W. along the eafl fide of 
the fuoal" from two to one mile diftant, having regular 
ioundings from thirteen to [even fathom, with a fine f~ndy 
bottom. At noon, our latitude, by obfervation, was 20 0 26', 
which was thirteen miles to the northward of the log: we 
judged the ex:t!eam point of the thoal to bear frOIll us about 
N. W. and the point from which it feemed to run out, bore 
S. ~ W. diftant twenty Iniles. This point J. named SANDY 

CAPE, from two very: large patches of white·fand which lay 
upon it. It is. fufficiently hjgh to be feen at the difl:ance of 
twelve leagues, in clear weather, and lies in latitude 24 0 45r~. 

longitude 206'0 5 I': the land trends fronl it S. W. as far as can 
be feen. vVe kept along the eaft fide of the fuoal rill two in 
the afternoon, when, judging that there was a fufficient 
depth of water upon it to allow paifage for the ihip, 1 fent' 
the boat a-head to found, and lJ pan her making the lignal 
for more than five fathom, we hauled our wind, and fiooet 
over the tail of it in fix fathom. At this time we were in la
titude 24 0 

Q2', and Sandy Cape bore S. -;- E. diftant eight 
. leagues; but the direCtion of the fuoal is near.eft N. N. VV. 

anet 
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and S. S. E. It is retnarkable'that when On board the !hip 
we had frx fathom, the boat, which was fcarcely a quarter 
of a mile to the fouthward, had little more than five, and 
that immediately after:fix fathom we had thirteen, and then 
twenty, as faft as the man could caft the lead: from thefe 
drcumftances, I conjectured that the weft fide of the· :ih.oal 
was fteep. This fuoal I called the BREAK SEA SPIT, becauf~ 

we had now fmooth water, and to the fouthward of it we 
had always a high fea from the S. E. At fix in the evening~ 
the land of Sandy Cape extended from S. J7 E. to S. Q7 E. at 
the diaance of eight leagues; our depth of water was twenty .. 
three fathom: with the fame foundings we flood to the weft~ 
ward all night. At [even in the morning, we faw, frOln the 
mal-head, the land of Sandy Cape bearing S. E. -;. E. diil:ant 
about thirteen leagues: at nine, we difeovered land to the 
weftward, and foon after faw fmoke in feveral places. OUI' 
depth of water was now deereafed to feventeen fathom, and 
by noon we had no more than thirteen, though we were 
feven leagues from the land,. which extended from S. by w. 
to W. N. W. Our latitude at this time was Q4 d 28' S. For a 
few days paft we had [een feveral of the fea birds called boo
bies, not having met with any of them before; lail: night a 
fmall flock of them paIred the fuip, and went away to the 
N. W. and in the morning, from about half an hour before' 
fun-rife, to half an hour after, flights of them were con
tinually coming frem the N. N. W. and flying to the S. S. E. 
nor was one of thenl feen to fly in any other direCltion; 
we therefore conjeCtured that there was a lagoon, river, or 
inlet of fhallow water, in the bottom of the deep bay, to the 
fouthward of us, whither thefe birds reforted to feed in the 
day, and that not far to the northward there were forne 
iHands to which they repaired in the night. To this bay I 
gave the nan1e of HE RVE Y'S BA Y, in honour of Captain Hervey. 

, In 
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In the afternoon, we flood in for the land, fleering S. W. 1170. 
May. 

with a gentle breeze at 8. E. till four o'clock, when, being '--.--J 

I f h ih d Monday Z!. 
in atitude ~4 0 36', about two leagues rom teare, an ' 
having nine fathom water, we bore away along the coaft 
N. W. by W. and at the fame time could fee land extending 
to the 8.S. E. about eight leagues. Near the fea the land is 
very low, but within there are fame lofty hills, all thickly 
clothed ).V-ith wood. While we were running along the 
thore, we ihallowed our water from nine to feven fathom" 
and at one time we had but fix, which determined us to au-
(:hor for the njght. 

At fix in the morning we weighed, with a gentle. breeze Tuefday :.1l'Z~ 

from the fouthward, and fteered N. W . ..r \V. edging in for 
the land tin we got within two miles of it, with water from 
feven to eleven fathom: we then fleered N. N. W. as the 
land Jay, and at noon, our latitude was 24 0 19" VIe conti-
nue<!l in tb..e fa-me courfe, at the fame diftancc, with from 
twelve fathom to feven, till five in the evening, when we 
were abre-afl of thefouth point of a large open bay, in which 
I intended to anchor. During this conr[e, we difcovered 
with our glaffes that the land was covered with palm-nut-
trees, which we had not feen from the tin1e of our leaving 
the iftands within the Tropick: we alfo faw two men walk-
ing along the ihore, who did not condefcend to take the Ie aft 
notice of us. In the evening, having hauled clofe upon a 
wind, .and made two or three trips, we anchored about eight 
e'clockin five fathom, with a fine fandy bottom. The fouth 
point of the bay bore E. ~ 8. diftant two miles, the north ' 
point N. W. i- N. and about the fame diftance from the ihore. 

Early the next morning I went aihore, with a party of Wednef. ~3;' 
roen, in order to exalnine the country, accompanied by Mr. 
Banks, Dr. Solande~" the other gentlemen,_ and Tupia: the 

!, w.indl 
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wind blew frelli, and we found it fa cold, that being ~t fome 
diftance from the [hare, we took our cloaks as a necelfary 
equipment for the voyage. We landed a 'little within the 
fourh point of the bay, where we found a channel leading 
into a large lagoon: this channel I proceeded to examine, 
and found three fathom water till I got about a mile up it, 
where I met with a fhoal, upon which there was little more 
than one fathom, but having paired over it, I had three fa
thom again. The entrance of this channel lies clofe to the 
fouth point of the bay, being formed by the fhore on the 
eafi, and on the weft by a large fpit of fand: it is about a 
quarter of a mile broad, and lies in S. by W. In this 
place there is rOOln for a few iliips to lie in great fecurity, 
and a {mall ftream of frefh water; I would have rowed into 
the lagoon, but was prevented by ll1aIlows. We found 
i"everal bogs, and fwanlps of faIt water, upon which, and 
by the fides of the lagoon, grows the true mangrove, fuch 
as is found in the Weft Indies, and the firft of the kind that 
we had lnet with. In the branches of thefe mangroves there 
were many nefts of a remarkable kind of ant, that was as 
green as grafs: when the branches were difturbed they came 
out in great numbers, and punifhed the offender by a much 
iliarper bite than ever we had felt from the fame kind of 
animal before. Upon thefe 111angroves alfo we faw fmall 
green caterpillars in great numbers: their bodies were thick 
fet with hairs, and they were ranged upon the leaves fide by 
fide like a file of foldiers, to the number of twenty or thirty 
together: when we touched them, we found that the hair 
on their bodies had the quality of a nettle, and gave us a 
much more acute, though lefs durable pain. The country 
here is manifeftly wor[e than about Botany Bay: the foil is 
dry and [andy, but the fides of the hills are covered with 
trees, which grow feparately, without underwood. We 

found 
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found here the tree that yields a gum like the, Sanguis draco:.. 
nis; but it is fomewhat different from the trees of the fame 
kind which we had feen before, for the leaves are longer,. 
and hang down like thofe of the weeping willow. We found 
alfo much lefs gum upon them, which is contrary to the 
eftablifhed opinion, that the hotter the climate, the'more 
gums exude. Upon a plant alfo, which yielded a yellow 
gum, there was lees than upon the fame kind of plant in 
Botany Bay. Among the ihoals and fand-banks we faw 
many large birds, fome in particular of the fame kind that 
we had feen in Botany Bay, much bigger than fwans, which 
we judged to be pelicans; but they were fo ihy that we 
could not get within gun-iliot of them. Upon the ihore we 
faw a [pecies of the buftard, one of which we ihot, it was 
as large as a turkey, and weighed feventeen pounds and an 
half. We all agreed that this was the beft bird we had eatea. 
fince we left England; and in Donour of it we called this 
inlet BUSTARD BA Y. It lies in latitude 24 0 4~' longitude 
2080 18'. The fea feemed to abound-with fifh; but, unhapQ 
pily, we tore our [eine all to pieces at the firH haul: upon 
the mud-banks, under the mangroves, we found innume
rable oyfters of various kinds; among others the hammer~ 
oyfter, and a large prop,ortion of fmall pearl-oyfters: if in 
deeper water there is equal plenty of [nch oyfters at their 
full growth, a pearl fif11ery Inight certainly be eftabliilied 
here to very great advantage. 

The people who were left on board the !hip faid, that while 
we were in the woods about twenty of the natives came 
down to the beach, abreaft of her, and having looked at her 
fometime, went away; but we that were aihore, though we 
faw [moke in many places, faw no people: the fmoke was 
at places too diftant for us to get to them by land) except one, 
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I77()' tID which we repaired: we found ten fmall fires frill burning 
~ within a few paces of each other; but the people were 

Wednef. 23· ' gone: we faw near theln feveral, veifels of bark, which we 
fuppofed to have contained water, and fome fuells and 11£h,;, 
bones, the remains of a recent meal. vVe fawalfo, lying 
upon the ground, feveral pieces of foft bark, about the 
length and breadth of a man, which we imagined might be 
their beds; and, on the windward fide of the fires, a [mall 
!hade, about a foot and a half high, of the fame fubfl:ance. 
The whole was in a thicket of clofe trees, which afforded 
good ilielter frOln the wind. The place feemed to be much 
trodden, and as we faw no haufe, nor any remains of a houfe, 
we were inclined to believe that as thefe people had no 
clothes, they had no dwelling; but fpent their nights, among 
the other commoners of Nature, in the open air: and Tupia 
himfelf, with an air of fuperiority and compailion, ihook 
his head, and faid that they were Taata E110S, ' poor wretches.' 
I meafured the perpendicular height of the laft tide, and 
found it to be eight feet above low-water mark, and fronl 
the time of low-water this day, I found that it muft be high" 
water at the full and change of the moon at eight o'clock. 

ThurfdllY 24. At four o'clock in the morning we weighed, and with a 
gentle breeze at fouth n1ade fail out of the bay. In :!landing 
out our foundings were frau'} five to fifteen fathom; and at 
day-light, when we were in the greateft depth, and abreaft 
of the north head of the bay, we difcoveredbreakers ftretch
ing out from it N, N. E. between two and three Iniles, with a 
rock at the outermoft point of theIn, juft above water. While 
we YI/etc ~;,dIil1g thefe rocks, at the diftance of about half a.. 

ll].ile, we had frOln fifteen to twenty fathom, and as foon 
as we had paired them, we hauled along fhore W. N. vv. for 
the fartheft land. we had in fight. At nooD, our latitude by, 

obfervation 
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'obfervation was 23 0 52/ S.; the north part of Buflard Bay bore 
S. 62 E. diftant ten miles; and the northermoft ~and in fight 
N. 60 W.; the longitude was 208 0 3]', and our diftance from 
the neareft :!hore fix miles, with fourteen fathom water. 

Tin five in the afternoon it was calm, but afterwards we 
freered before the wind N. W. as the land lay till ten at night, 
and then brought to, having had all along fourteen and fif-
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teen fathom. At five in the morning we rnade fail; and at· Friday 2). 

day-light the northermofl: point of the main bore N. 70 \V .. 
Soon after we fa w more land, making like iilands, and bear": 
ing N. W. by N. At nine, we were abreaft of the point, at 

the diftance of one mile, with fourteen fathom water. This 
point I found to lie directly under the Tropic of Capricorn; 
and for that reafon I called it CAPE CAPRICORN~ its longitude 
is 20S"' SS' vV.: it is of aconfiderable height, looks white and 
barren, and may be known by fome iilands which lie to the 
N. W. of it, and fame fmall rocks at the diftance of about a 
league S. E. On the weft fide of the Cape there appeared to 
be a lagoon, and on the two fpits which formed the entrance 
we faw an incredible number of the large birds that refemble 
a pelican. The northermofl: land now in fight bore from 
Cape Capricorn N. 24 W. and appeared to be an illand; but 
the main land trended W. by N.~ N. which courfe we fleered, 
having frOlTI fifteen to fix fathom, and from fix to nine, with a . 

hard fandy bottom. At noon, our latitude by obfervation was 
23° 24' S.; Cape Capricorn bore S. 60 E. diftant two leagues; 
and a fmall iiland N. by E. two miles: in this fituation we 
had nine fathom, being about four niiles from the main, 
which, next the fea, is low and [andy, except the points -
which are high and rocky. The country inland is hilly, but 
by no rneans of a pleafing afpeCt. \Ve continued to ftand to' 

the N. \V. till four o'clock in the afternoon, when it fell 
3 X ~ calm; 
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calm; and we' foon after anchored in twelve fathom, having 
the main land a:nd iilands in a manner aU round us, and 
Cape Capricprn bearing S. 54 E. diftant four leagues. In the' 
night, we found the tide rife and fall near [even feet; and 
the flood to fet to the weftward, and the ebb to the eafiward,; 
which is juft contrary to what we found when we were at 
anchor to the ea·ftward of Buftard Bay. 

At fix in the morn.ing \ve weighed, with a gentle breeze' 
at South, and ftood away to the N. W. between the outer
roof!: range of ifiands and the main, leaving feveral fm~U.i 
ifiands between the main and the [hip, which we paifed at 
a,1 very little diftance: our foundings being- irregular, from, 
twelve to four fathoill J I fent a boat ahead to found .. At 
Boon we were about three miles from the main, and about 
the fame diftance from the iilands without us.: our latitude 
by obfervation was 230.. 7' S.: the main. land here is high and 
mountainous; the iilands· which lie off it are alfo moft of 
them high,. and of a fma:!l circuit, having an appearance 
rather of barrennefs than fertility.. At this time we faw 
fmoke in maRY places at a confiderable diftance inland, and 
therefore conjeCtured that there~ might be a lagoon, river, or 
inlet running up the country, the rather as we -had paRed: 
two places which had the appearance of being fuch; but our 
depth of water was too little to encourage me to venture 
where I ihould probably have lefs. We had not fiood· to the 
northward above an hour, before wefuddenly fell into three 
fathom; UpON. which I anchored, and fent away the Mafter 
to found the channel which lay to leeward of us, between: 
the northermoft iiland and the main: it appeared to be 
p'fetty broad, but I fufpeCted that it was fhallow, and fo in~ 
deed it was found; for the mafter reported at his rerurn.' 
that in many places he had only tw6 fathom and an 
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half, and where we lay at anchor we had only fixteen feet, Ul70 • 
. M~ 

whIch was not two feet more than the :Chip drew. While the '----v--J 

ft r. d' h h I k' d fiil.... f- Saturday 26 •. Ina er was 10un mg t e c anne} Mr. Ban s tne .. to 111 rOln . 
the cabbin windows with hook and line: the wat-er was too 
!hallow for fiih; but the ground was almofl: covered with 
(l:rabs, which readily took the bait, and fometirnes held it fo 
faft in their claws, that they did not quit their hold till they 
were confiderably above water.. Thefe crabs were of two· 
forts, a:nd both of them fuch as we had not feen before: one 
0f them was adorned with the finefl: blue that can be ima
gined, in every refpeCt equal to the ultramarine, with which 
all his claws, and every joint was deeply tinged: the under 
part of him was white, and fo exquifite1y poliihed that in: 
~olour and brightnefs it exactly refembled the white of old: 
china: the other was alfo marked with the ultralnarine upon.. 
his joints, and his toes, but fomewhat more fparingly; and 
his back was marked with three brown fpots which had' a. 
fin gular appearance. The people who had been out witll:! 
the boat to found, reported, that upon an iiland where we.' 
had obferved two fires, they had feen feveral of the inhabi--
tants, who called to· them, and feemed very defirous that 
they ihould rand. In the evening, the wind veered to E. N. K 
which gave us an opportunity to ftretch three or fourmile~ 
back by the way we came; after which, the wind ihifted to 
the South, and obliged us again to anchor in fix fathom. 

At five in the n10rning, I fent away the Mafier to fearch Sunday,Z7" 

for a paffage between the Wands, while we got the ihipun--
filer fail; and as foon as it was light we followed the boat" 
which made a fignal that a paifage had been found. As- foon as 
we got again into deep water, we made fail to the northward, 
as the land lay, with foundings from nine fathOluto fifteen~ .. 
and fome fmall iilands frill without us. At noon we were' 

about 
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about two leagues di:fiant from the nlain; and by obferva
tion in latitude 22° 53' S. The northermofl: point of land in. 
fight now bore N. N. VV. diftant ten miles. To this point I 
gave the name of CAPE MANIFOLD, from the number of high 

hills which appeared over it: it lies in latitude 22
0 43' S. and 

diftant about feventeen leagues frOlll Cape Capricorn, in the 
dire<..'tion of N. 26 \V. Between thefe Capes the ihore forms 
a large bay, which I called KEPPEL BAY; and I alfo diftin
gui1hed the iilands by the na'[ae of KEPPEL'S ISLANDS. In 
this bay there is good anchorage; but vlhat :refrefhments it 
may afford, I know not: we caught no fi.l11, though we were 
at anchor; but probably there is frefh water in feveral places, 
as both the iilands and the r.aain are inhabited. We faw 
fluoke and fires upon them.ain; and upon the iilands we 

faw people. At three in the afternoon, we paiTed Cape Ma
nifold, from vlhich the lands trends N. N. W. The land of 
the Cape is high, rifing in hills dieec'tly fro 111. the fea; and 
Inay be kno~Nn by three iilands which lie ofT it, one of thenl 
near the {h.ore, and the other two eight miles out at fea. One 
of thefe iilands is low and flat, and the other high and 
round. At fix o'clock in the evening we brought to, when 
the northermofl: part of the main in fight bore N. W. and 
forne Wands which lie ofT it N. 3 I vV. Our foundings after 
t'welve o'clock were from twenty to twenty-five fathOln, and 
in the night from thirty to thirty-four. 

Monday 28. At day-hreak we Inade fail, rape Manifold hearing S. by E. 
difl:ant eight leagues, and the iilands which I had fet the 
night before weredifl:ant four miles in the fame direcrion. 
The fartheft vifible point of the main bore N. 07 VI. at the 
difl:ance of twenty-two miles; but we could fee feveral 
iilands to the northward of this direcrion. At nine o'clock 
in the forenoon, we were -abreail of the point which I called 

5 
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CAN) TOWNSHEND. It lies in latitude 22° IS'; longitude 
Q09" 43': the land is high and level, and rather naked than 
woody. Several iilands lie to the northward of 'it, at the dif

tance of four or five m.iles out at fea; three or four leagues 
to the S. E. the ihore forms a bay, in the bottom of which 
there appeared to be an inlet or harbour. To the weftward 
of the Cape the Land trends S. W._:" S. and there forms a 
very large bay which turns to the eaftward, and probably 
communicates with the inlet, and makes the land of tha 
Cape an iiland. As [oon as we got round this Cape, we 
hauled our wind to thewefl:ward, in order to get within th~ 
Hlands, which lie fcattered in the bay in great numbers, and 
extend out to fea as far as the eye could reach even from the 
maft-head.: thefe iilands vary both in height and circuit from 
each other; fo that,. although they are very numerous, no 
two of them are alike. We had not frood long upon a wind 
before we came into !hoal water, and were obliged to tack 
at once to avoid it. Having fent a boat ahead, I bore away 
W. by N. many fmall iilands,_ rocks~ and :fhoals, lying be
tween us and the lnain, and many of a larger extent with
out us: our foundings till near noon were from fourteen to 
feventeen fathom, when the boat made the fignal for Uleet", 
ing with fuoal water: upon this we hauled cloCe upon :l 

wind to the eaftward, but fuddenly fell into three fathouI 
and a quarter; we immediately dropped an anchor, which 
brought the i11ip up with all her fails ftanding. When the 
ihip was brought up we had four fathom, v/ith a coarfe 
fandy bottom, and found a fh'ong tide fetting to the N. vv. 
by W. ~ W. at the. rate of near three miles an hour, by 
which we were fo fuddenly carried upon the ihoa1. Our 
latitude by obfervation was 22() 8' S.; Cape Townfhend bora 

E._ 16 S. diftant thirteen miles; and the weftermoil part of 
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1770. the main in fight W. 4- N. At this time a great number of 
~ ifiands lay all round us. 

Monday 28. 
In the afternoon, having found'ed round the ihip, and 

fo'und that there was water fufficient to carry her over the 
ihoal, we weighed, and about three o'clock made fail and 
flood to the weftward, as the land lay, having fent a boat 
ahead to found. At fix in the evening, we anchored'in ten 
fathom, with a fandy bottom, at about two miles diflance 
from the main; the weftermoft part of which bore W. N.Wo 
and a great number of iilands, lying a long way without us, 
were ftill in fight. 

r.J At five o'clock the next morning, I fent away the l\tlafter ,Tueluay 29-

with two boats to found the entrance of an inlet which bore 
from us weft, at about the diftance ,of a league, into which 
I intended to go with the fhip, that I might wait a few days 
till the moon fhould encrcafe, and in the mean time examine 
the country. As foon as the fhip could be got under fail, the 
boats made the fignal for anchorage; upon which we flood 
in, and anchored in five fathom water, about a league within 
the entrance of the inlet; which, as I obferved a tide to flow 
and ebb confiderably, I judged to be a river that ran up the 
country to a confiderable diftance. In this place I had 
thoughts of laying the fhip afhore, and cleaning her bottom; 
I therefore landed with the Mafier in fearch of a convenient 
place for that purpofe, and was accompanied by Mr. Banks 
and Dr. Solander. Vie found walking here exceedingly trouble
fDme, for the ground was covered with a kind of grafs, the feeds 
'of which were very fharp and bearded backwards; fo that 
whenever they ftuck into our clothes, which indeed was at 
,every fiep, they worked forwards by means of the beard, 
till they got at the ftefh; and at the fame time we were fur
rounded by a cloud of mufquitos, which inceifantly tor-

mented 
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places where the iliip might conveniently be laid afhore; ~ 
but to our great difappoinrment we co'uld Jind no freili wa- Tuefday zg_ 

ter. 'vVe proceeded however up the country, where we 
found gum trees like thofe that we had feen before, and 
obferved that here alfo the gum was in very fmall quanti .. 
ties. Upon the branches of thefe trees, and fome others, we 
found ants nefl:s, mad~ of clay, as big as a builiel, fomething 
like thofe defcribed in Sir Hans Sloan's Natural Hifl:ory of 
Jalnaica, vol. ii. p. 22 I, tab. 258, but not fo [mooth: the ants 
which inhabited thefe neas were fmall, and their bodies 
white. But upon another fpecies of the tree we found a fmall 
black ant, which perforated all the twigs, and having worked 
out the pith, occupied the pipe which had contained it; yet 
the parts in which thefe infects had thus formed a lodg .. 
inent, and in which they [warmed in amazing numbers., 
bore leaves and flowers, and appeared to be in as flouriihing 
a flate as thofe that were found. We found alfo an incre-
dible number of butterflies, fo that for the fpace of three or 
four acres the air was fo crowded with them that millions 
were to be feen in every direCtion, at the fame time that 
every branch and twig was covered with others that were 
not upon the wing. We found here alfo a fmall fifu of a 
fingular kind; it was about the fize of a minnow, and had 
two very tlrong breafl fins: we found it in places that were 
quite dry, where we fuppofed it might have been left by the 
tide; but it did· not feeln to have become languid by the 
want of water; for upon our approach it leaped away, by 
the help of the breafl: fins, as ninlbly as 2.. frog: neither in-
deed did it feem. to prefer wate;r to land; for when we found 
it in the water, it frequently leaped out, and purfued its way 
upon dry ground: we alfo Dbferved that when it was in 
places where fmall flones were ftanding above the furface 
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of the water at a little diftance fronl each other, it chofe ra ... 
ther to leap from ilone to fione, than to pafs. through the 
water; and we faw feveral of them pafs entirely over pud-
dles in this manner, till they came to dry ground, and then 
leap away. 

In the afternoon we renewed our fearch after freih water, 
but w{~hout fuccefs; and therefore I determined to make my 
flay here b~t iliort: however, having obferved from an emi:' 
nel1ce that the inlet penetrated a confiderable way into the 
country, I determined to trace it in the mornfng. 

Wednef. 30 , At fun-rife I went aihore, and climbing a confiderable·hill, 
I took a view of the coaft and the iflands that lie off it, with 

- their. bearings, having an azimuth compafs with me for 
that purpofe; but I obferved that the needle differed very 
confiderably in its pofition, even to thirty degrees; in fome 
places .more, in others lefs; and once I found it d·iffer from 
itfelf no lefs than tw~ points in the diftance of fourteen feer. 
I took up fome of the loofe fiones that lay upon the ground, 
and applied them to the needle, but they produced no effect; 
and I therefore concluded that there was iron ore in the hills, 
of which I had remarked other indications both here, and in 
the neighbouring parts. After I had made my obfervations 
upon the hill, I proceeded with Dr. Solander up the inlet; I 
fet out with the firft of the flood, and long before high .. 
water I had advanced above eight leagues. Its breadth. thus 
far was from two to five miles, upon a S. VV. by S. direCtion; 
but here it opened every way, and formed a large lake, 
which to the N. W. communicated with the fea; and I not 
only faw the fea in this direction, but found the tide of 
flood coming ftrongly in from that point: I alfo obferved an 
arm of this lake extending to the eafiward, and it is not im
probable that it may communicate with the fea in the bot- -

tom 
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. WIn of the bay, which lies to the weftward of Cape Town- 1770 • 

ihend. On the fouth fide of the lake is a ridge of high hills ~ 
h · hId fi l' b b . b' h' h Wednef. 3°· W 1C was very e !fOUS to c 1m ; ut It elng Ig -waterji 

and the day far fpent, I was afraid of being bewildered 
among the !hoals in the night, efpecially as the weather was 
dark and rainy; and therefore I made the beft of my way to 

the !hip. In this excurfion I faw only two people, and they 
were at a difiance; they followed the boat along the !horea 
good way, but the tide running ftronglyin my favour I could· 
not prudently wait for them: I faw however feveral fires in 
one direCtion, and fmoke in another, but they alfo were at a 
diftance. While I was tracing the inlet with Dr. Solander, 
Mr. Banks was endeavouring to penetrate into the country, 
where feveral of the people who had leave to go afhore were 
alfo rambling about. Mr. Banks and his party found their 
courfe obftruCted by a fwamp, covered with mangroves~ 
which hOHever they refolved to pafs; the mud was almoft 
knee deep, yet they refolutely went on; but before they got 
half way, they repented of their undertaking: the bottom 
was covered with branches of trees interwoven with each 
other, fometimes they kept their footing upon them, fome-
times their feet flipt through, and fometimes they were fo 
entangled among them, that they were forced to free them-
felves by groping in the mud and flime with their hands. In 
about an hour however they croffed it, and judged it might 
be about a quarter of a mile over. After a !hort walk they 
came up toa place where there had been four fmall fires. 
and near them fome fhells and bones of filli, that had been 
roafted: they foundalfo heaps of gra[s laid together, where 
four or five people appeared to have flept. The Second 
Lieutenant, Mr. Gore, who was at another place, faw a little 
water lying in the bottom of a gully, and near it the track 
of a large animal; fome bufiards were alfo feen, but none 
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of them iliot, nor any other bird except a few of the beautr~ 
fulloriquets which we had teen in Botany Bay. Mr. Gorejo 
and one of the rnidihipmen, who were in different places" 
faid that they had heard the voices of Indians near them" 
but had feen none: the country in general appeared fandy 
and barren,. and being deftitute of freih water, it cannot be' 
fuppofed to have any fettled inhabitants. The deep gullies~, 
which were worn by torrents from the hills, prove, that at 
certains [eafons. the rains here are very copious and heavy. 

The inlet in which the !hip lay I called THIRSTY SOUNDj , 

becaufe it afforded us' no frefh water. It lies in latitude' 
22° 10' S. and longitude Q10Q r8'W.; and may be known by 
a group of fmall iflands lying under the [hore, frOlTI two to 
five leagues diftant, in the direction of N.W. and by another 
group of iflands that lie right before it, between three and 
four leagues out at [ea. Over each of the points that form 
the entrance is a high round hill, which on the N. W. is a' 
peninfula that at high-water is furrounded by the {ea: they 
are bold to both the thores, and the difiance between them: 
is about two miles. In this inlet is good anchoTage in feven" 
fix, five, and four fathom; and places very convenient for 
laying a {hip down, where, at fpring-tides, the water does, 
not rife lefs than fixteen or eighteen feet. The tide flows at 
the full and change of the moon about eleven o'clock. I 
have already obferved that here is no fre:!h water, nor could, 
we procure refrefhment of any other kind: we faw two turtles,. 
but we were not able to take either of them: neither did we 
catch eithel~ £.fh or wild-fowl, except a few fmallland-bitds :. 
we faw indeed the fame forts of water-fowl as in B0tany Bay~, 
but they were fo fuy that we could not get a fuot at them. 

. As ,I had not therefore a fingle inducement to flay longer 
:m thlS place, I weighed anchor at fix o'clock in the morn~ 

lng 
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Thirfty Sound, as there appeared to be no fafe paffage be-
tween them and the main: at the falne time we had a number 
of iflands without us, extending as far as we could fee: 
during our run in this direction our depth of water was ten, 
eight, and nine fathom. At noon, the weft point of Thirfty 
Sound, which I have called PIER HEAD, bore S. 36 E. diftant 
:five leagues; the eafl: point of the other inlet, which com
municates with the Sound, .,pore S. by W~ diftant two leagues; 
the group of iilands juft mentioned lay between us and the 
point, and the farthefl: part of the main in fight, on the 
other fide of the inlet, bore N. W. Our latitude by obferva-
tion was 21 0 53'. At half an hour after twelve, the boat» 

. which was founding ahead, made the fignal for fhoal water, 
and we immediately hauled our wind to the N. E. At this· 
time we had feven fathom, at the next caft five, and' at the 
:next three, upon which we inftantly dropped an anchor, that 
brought the ihip up, Pier Head, the north weft point of 
Thirfly-found, bore S. E. diftant fix leagues, being half-way 
between the iilands which lie off the eafl point of the wefl
ern inlet, and three fmall Wands which lie directly without 
t1hern., It was now the firft of the flood, which we found to 
fet N. W. by ,V. ~ W,; and having founded about the {hoal, 
'Upon which we had three fathom, and found deep water aU 
round it, we got under fail, and having hauled round the 
three Wands that have been jufl: mentioned, came to an an
chor under the lee of them, in fifteen fathom water; and 
the weather being dark, hazy, and l"ainy, we remained there 
till [even o'clock in the morning. At tbis time we gOt again 
under fail, and flood to the N, W. with a freih breeze at 
S. S. E.; having the main land in fight, and a number cf 
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1770. iflands all round us, fome of which layout at fea as far as 
~ the eye could reach. The weftern inlet, which in the chart 

li'riday I. is diftinguiihed by the name of Broad Sound, we had now 

'.all open; ~t the entrance, it is at Ie aft nine or ten leagues 
,wide: in it, and before it, lie feveral iflands, and probably 
fuoals alfo; for our foundings were very irregular, varying 
fuddenly frOln ten to four fathom. At noon, our latitude by 
-obfervation was 21 0 29' S.; a point of land which forms the 
·north weft entrance into Broad Sound, and which I have 
nam~d CAPE PALMERSTON, lying in latitude 2 I 0 30', longi
tude 210 0 54' W. bore W .. by N., ,diflant three leagues. Our 
latitude was 21 0 27', our longitude 210° 57'. Between this 
Cape and Cape Townihend lies the bay which I have called 
the BAY OF INLETS. We continued to frand to the N.W. and 
N. W. by N. as the land lay, under an eafy fail, having a 
boat ahead to found: at lirfr the foundings were very irre
gular, from nine to four fathom; but afterwards they were 
regular, from nin~ to eleven. At eight in the evening, being 
about two leagues from the main land, we anchored in 
eleven fathom, with a fandy bottom; and foon after we 
found the tide fetting with a :flow motion to the weftward. 
Atone o'clock it was ilack, or low-water; and at half an 
hour after two the ihip tended to the eaflward, and rode fo 
till fix in the morning, when the tide had rifen eleven feet. 
We now got under fail, and fiood away in the direC1:ion of 
the coafi, N. N. W. From what we had obferved of the tide 
during the night, it is plain, that the flood came from the 
N. W.; whereas the preceding day, and feveral days b~fore, 
it came from the S. E.; nor was this the firfl:, or even fecond 
time that we had remarked the fame thing. At fun-rife this 
morning, we found the variation to be 6° 45' E.; and in fleer
ing along the i11.ore, between the iiland and the main, at the 
tiiftance of about two leagues from the main, and thre"e or 

four 
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four from the if1and, our foundings were regular from 
twelve to nine fathom; but about eleven o'clock in the fore
noon we were again embarraffed with :£hoal water, having 
at one time not more than three fathom; yet we got clear, 
without cafting anchor. At noon we were about two leagues 
from the main, and four from the iilandswithout 1:1'S. OUT 

latitude by obfervation was 20° 56', and a high promontory, 
which I named CAPE Hr.LLSBOROUGH, bore W. ~ N. diflant 
feven miles~ The land here is diverfified by mountains, 
hills, plains, and valleys, and feerns to be well clothed with 
herbage and wood: the iflands which lie parallel to the 
coaft, and from five to eight or nine miles diftant, are of va
rious height and extent; fcarcely any of them are more than. 
five leagues in circumference, and many aye not four miles: 
he fides this chain of illands, which lies at a difl:ance from 
the coafi, there are others much lefs, which lie under the 
land, from which we faw fmoke rifing in different places. 
We continued to fleer along the :£hore at the diftance of about 
two leagues, with regular foun-dings from nine to ten fa
thom. At fun-fet, the fartheft point of the main bore 
N. 48 W. and to the northward of this lay fome high land, • 
which I took to be an iiland, and of which the north weft 
point bore 41 W.; but not being fure of a paffage, I came 
to an anchor about eight o'clock in the evening, in ten fal
thorn water, with a muddy bottom. About ten we had a 
tide fetting to the northward, and at two it had fallen nine 
feet; after this it began to rife, and the flood ca.me fron"! the 
northward, in the direCtion of the iilands which layout to 
fea; a plain indication that there was no paiTage to the N.W. 
This however had n0t appeared at day-break,. when we got 
under fail and ftood to the N~ W. At eight o'clock in the 
morning, we difcovered low land quite acrofs what we took 
for an opening, which proved to be a bay, about five or fix 
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leagues deep; upon this we hauled our wind to the eafi
ward round the north point of the bay, which at this time 
bore frorn us N. E. by N. diftant four leagues: frOITI this 
point we found the land trend way N. by W. ~ 'V. and a 
fheight or pa,1Iage between it and a large ifland, or iflands, 
lying parallel to it. Having the tide of ebb in our favour, we 
flood for this palfage; and at noon were juft within the ene 

trance: our latitude by obfervation was 20° 2,6' S.; Cape Hillf
borough bore S. by E. dift~nt ten leagues; and the north 
point of the bay- S. 19 W. diftant four miles. This point, 
which I named CAPE CONwAY, lies in latitude 26° 36' 8. lon
gitude 2 I I 0 28' W.; and the bay which lies between this Cape 
and Cape Hilliborough I called REPULSE BA Y. The greateR: 
depth of water which we found in it was thirteen fathom, 
and the leaft eight. In all parts there was fafe anchorage, 
and I believe that, upon proper examination, fome good har
bours would be found in it; efpecially at the north fide 
within Cape Conway; for juft within that Cape there lie two 
or three fmall iflands, which- alone wouldihelter that fide of 
the bay from the foutherly and fouth eafterly winds, that feern 
to prevail here as a Trade. Among the many iilands that lie 
upon this coaf\:, there is one more remarkable than the ref!: ; 
it is of a fmall circuit, very high and peaked, and lies E. by S. 
ten nliles frOlll Cape Conway, at the fouth end of the paf
fage. In the afternoon, we fteered through this paifage, 
which we found to be from three to feven luiles broad, and 
eight or nine leagues in length, N. by W. ~ vV., S. byE. -; E. 
It is formed by the rnain on the weft, and by the iilands on 
the eafi, one of which is at leaf\: five leagues in length: our 
depth of water in running through was from twenty to fiv~ 

and twenty fathom, with good anchorage every where, and 
the whole pall age may be confidered as one fafe harbour, ex~ 
dufive of the fmall bays and coves which abound on each 

Q fide, 
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-!fide, where {hips might lie as in a bafon. The land both 
upon the main and iilands is high, and diverfified by hill 
and valley, wood and lawn; with a green and pleafant 
'!ppearance. On one of the iilands we difcovered with our 
glaffes two men and a woman, and a canoe with an out-
rigger, which appeared to be larger" and of a conftruCtion 
very different from thofe of bark. tied together at the ends, 
which we had feen upon other parts of the coaft; we hoped 
therefore that the people here had nlade fome farther ad-
vances beyond mere animal life than thofe that we had feen 
before. At fix' o'clock in the evening, we were nearly the 
length of the north end of the paffage; the north wefiermoft 
point of the main in fight bore N. 5'4 W. and the north end 
of the iiland N. N. E. with an open fea between the two 
points. .As this paffage was difcovered on \Vhitfunday, I 
called it WHITSUNDA Y'SPASSAGE, and I called the Wands that 
form it CUMB'ERLAND I&LANDS, in honour of his Royal High~ 
,nefs the Duke. We kept under an eafy fail, with the lead 
going all night, being at the difl:ance of about three leagues 
from the ihore" andhavil1g from twenty-one to twenty-three 
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fathom water. At day':break, we were abreafl: of the point Monday 4,

which had been the farthefi in fight to the north we.fl: the 
evening before, which Inanled CAPE GLOUCESTER. It is a 
loftypromontorYj in latitude 19° 59'S. longitude 211 0 49'V/. 
and may be known by an iiland which lies out at fea N. by W., , 
~ W. at the diftance of five arux leagues frOlTI it, and wnich 
I called HOLBORN E ISLE; there are alfo iilands lying under 
the land between Holborne HIe, and vVhitfunday's Pailage. 
On the weft iideof Cape Gloucefter the land trends a,vay 
S. W. and S. S. W. and forms a deep bay, the bottom of which 
I could but juft fee from the maft-head: it is very low, and 
a continuation of the low land which we had feen at the 
bottom of Repulfe Bay. This bay I called EDGCUII1BE BA Y, 

'VOL. II. 3 Z but 



1770 • 
June. 

L--.J-.....J 

Monday 4-

'Tllefday 5' 

'LIEUTENANT CbOK~s VOYAGE 

but without flaying to look into it, we continued OUf. courfe' 
to the weftward, for the farthdl: land we could fee in tJ.:.at 
direction, which bore W. by N. ~ N. and appeared very high. 
At noon, we were about three leagues fron~ the ihore, by 
obfervation in latitude 190 47' S. and Cape Gloucefter bore 
S. 63' E. diil:ant {even leagues and an half. At fix in the 
evening, we were abreaft of the wefcernloft point jut!: men ... 
tioned, at about three miles diftance, and becaufe it rifes ab
ruptly from the low lands which furround it, I called it 
CAPE UPSTART. It lies in latitude I9° 39' S. longitude 2 I 2~ 
32' W. fOl.lrteen leagues W. N. W. from Cape Gloucefl:er, and 
is of a height fufficient to be feen at the diftance of twelve 
leagues: inland there are fame high hills or lllountains, 
which, like the Cape, afford but a barren profpett. Having 
paired this Cape, we continued flanding to the W. N. vV. as 
the land lay, under an eafy fail, having frOlll fixteen to ten 
fathon1, till two o'clock in the morning, when we fell into 
feven fathom; upon which we hauled our wind to the north
ward, judging ourfelves to be very near land: at day-break, .. 
we found our conjeCture to be true, being within little 
more than two leagues of it. In this part of the coafe the 
land, being very low, is nearer than it appears to be, though 
it is diverfified with here and there a hill. At noon, we 
were about four leagues frOlTI the land, in fifteen fathom 
water, and our latitude, byobfervation, was 19° IQ'S. Cape 
Upftart bearing S. 32° 30' E. diflant twelve leagues. About 
this time fome very large columns of fmoke were feen rifing 

from the low lands. At fun-fet, the preceding night, when 
we vvere dofe under Cape Upftart, the variation was nearly 
9° E. and at fu.n.-rife this day, it was no more than 5° 35/; I 
judged therefore that it had been influenced by iron are, or 
other InagEciic:;:J, matter, contained under the furface of the 
eanh. 

\Ve 
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We continued to fleer W. N. W. as the land lay, with 
'twelve or fourteen: fathom water, till noon OX1 the 6th, when 
our latitude, by obfervation, was 19° I' 5. and we had the 
mouth of a bay an open, extending from s. ~ E. to S. W. -:.- s. 
diftant two leagues. This bay, which I named CLEAVELAND 

BA y. appeared to be about five or fix luiles in extent every 
way: the eaftpoint I nauled CAPE CLEAVELAND, and the 
weft, which had the appearance of an iiland, MAGNETICAL 

ISLE, as we perceived that the con1pafs -did not traverfe well 
when we were near it: they are both high, and fo is the 
main land within them, the whole forming a furface the 
'.moil: rugged, rocky, and barren of any we had feen upon 
the coaft; it was not however without inhabitants, for we 
faw fmoke in feveral parts of the bOHOlll of the bay. The 
northermoft land that was in fight at this time, bore N. W. 
,and it had the appearance of an iiland, for we could not 
trace the main land farther than \V. by N. ,\Ve fteered 
W. N. W. keeping the main land on board, the outermoft 
part of which, at fun-fet, bore W. by N. but without it lay 
high land, which we judged not to be part of It. At day
break, we were abreaft of the eaftern part of this land, 
which we found to be a group of Wands, lying about nve 
leagues from the main: at this time, being between the tvvo 
{hores, we advanced ilowly to the N. \V. till nOOI1, when our 
latitude, by obfervation, was I8 0 49' S. and out diHance from 
the Inain about five leagues: the north weft part of it bore 
from us N. byW. -;'W. the iilands extending from N. to E. 
and the neareft being diftant about two miles: Cape Clea'!(>~ 
land bore S. SO E. diftant eighteen leagues. Our foundings~ 
in the courfe tbat we had failed between this time and the 
preceding noon, were from fourteen to eleven fathom. 

In the afternoon, we faw feveral large columns of [moke 
upon the main; we faw alfo fome people and canoes, and 
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upon one of the iflands what had the appearance of cocoa': 
nut-trees: as a few of thefe nuts would now have been verT 
acceptable, I fent Lieutenant Hicks alliore, and with him 
went ]\1r.Banks and Dr. Solander, to fee what refrefhment 
could be procured, while I kept fianding in for the iiland 
with the ihip. About feven o'clock. in the evening they re
turned, with an account that what we had taken for cocoar 
nut-trees, were a fmall kind of cabbage palm, and that, ex
cept about fourteen or fifteen plants, they had met with no
thing worth bringing away. While they were ailiore, they· 
faw 'lone of· the people, but jufl: as they had put off:v' one of 
them ca~e very near the beach, and fuouted with a loud 
voice; it was fo dark that they could not fee him, however; 
they turned towards the ihore, but when he heard the boat 
putting back, he ran away or hid himfelf, for they could not
get a glimpfe of him, and though they fuonted; he made no 

reply. After the return of the boats, we flood away N.by W", 
for the northermoft land: in fight, of which we were abreafr 
at three o'clock in the moxning, having paired all. the Wands, 
three or four hours bef01'e~ This land, on account of its 
figure, I named POINTHr LLOCK,: it is of a confiderable
height, and may be known by a round hillock, or rock" 
which joins to the Point, but appears to be detached from: 
it. Between this Cape and Magnetical HIe the thore forms a;; 

large bay, which I called HALIFAX BAY: before it lay the 
group of iilands which has been juft Inentioned, and fame 
others, at a lefs diftance from the ihore. By thefe Wands.. 
the Bay is flleltered frorD all winds, and it affords good an
cllof:Jge. The land near the beach, in the bottom of the
Bay, is low and woody, but farther back it js one continued 
ridge of high land, which appeared to be barren and rocky. 
Having pa:[fed Point Hillock, we continued flanding to the 
N. No VV. as the land trended, having the advantage of a light 

moon. 
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moon·. At fix,. We were abreaft of a point of land which lieS' 1-770 ; 
. June. 

N. by W. 7, W. diftant eleven miles from Point Hillock, which ~ 
I named CAPE SANDWICH. Between thefe two points the 
land is very high, and the furface is craggy and barren. 
Cape Sandwich may be known nor only by the high craggy 
land over it, but by a [mall ifiand which lies eaft of it, at the 
difl:ance of a mile, and fome others that lie about two leagues' 
to the northward._ From Cape Sandwich the land trends 
"V. and afterwards N. forming a fine large bay, which r 
called! ROCKINGHAM BA Y, where there appears to be' good 
fhelter, and good anchorage, but I did not flay to examine 
it:, .I kepr- ranging albng the ihore to the northward; for a 
clufler of fmall iIlands, which lie off the northern point of 
the Bay. Between the three outernlOft of thefei11ancls, and 
thofe near the {hore, I found a channel of about a n1ile 
broad, through which I palled, and upon one of the neareff: 
iilands we faw with our gla~es about thirty of the natives", 
men, women, and childten, all ftanding together, amd look~· 
ing with great attention at the ihip; tbe firf!: infiance of cu
riofity tliat we had feen among them: they were all ftark 
naked, with ihort hair, and of the fame complexion witH 
thofe that we had feen before. At noon; our latitude, by 
obfervation, was 17° 59', and vv-e were abreafi of the north 
point of Rockinghanl Bay, which bore fron~ us \V; at' the' 
diftance of about two miles. This boundary of the Bay is" 
formed by an iiland of confiderable height, which in the 
chart is di£lingu:iihed by the name of DUNK ISLE, and which' 
lies fo near the {hare as Ect to be eafily difiinguiihedfrom it. 
Our longitude was 21';° si W. Cape Sandwich boreS. byE. -!-E~, 
diftant nineteen luiles, and ~he northermoft land in fight 
N. ~ W.: our depth of water for the lafl: ten hours had not 
been more than fixteen, nor le[s than feven fathom. At fun. 

fet, the northern extremity of the land bore N. 25 W. and we 
kept: 

Friday S~ 
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1;cept our courfe N. by VI. along the coaft, at the diftance of 
between three and four leagues, with an eafy fail all night, 
havinf.T from twelve to fifteen fathon1. water. 

(:) 

At fix o'clock in the mornin Q', we were ahreaft of fome o 

fmall iflands, which "ve cal1e1 FRAN KLAND)S ISLES, and 
which" lie about nvo leagues diflant from the 111ain land. 
The mof!: dif1:ant point in fight to the northward bore N. by 
W. -;: w. and we thought it was p;;;.rt of the main, but after
wards found it to be an iiland of confiderable height, and 
a bou t four nliles in circuit. Between this il1and and a point 
on the main, from which i~ is diftant about two miles, I 
paired with the fhip. At noon, we were in the middle of 
the channel, and by obfervation in the latitude of 16° 57' s. 
with twenty fathOlu water. The poInt on the main, of 
which we were "now abreafl:, I called CAPE GRAFTON: its la
titude is I6 Q 57' S. and longitude ~ 14° 6' \tV. and the land here, 
as well as the whole coaft for about twenty leagues to the 
fouthward, is high, has a rocky furface,and is thinly 
covered with wood: during the night we had feen feveral 
fires, and about noon fome people. Having hauled round 
Cape Grafton, we found the land trend away N. VV. by W. 
and three miles to the weftward of the Cape we found a bay, 
in which we anchored about two miles from the ihore, in 
four fathOlu water with an ouzey bottom. The eaft point 
vf the bay bore S. 7 ... E. the weft point S. 83 VI. and a low, 
green, woody iiland, which lies in the offing, N. 35 E. This 
iiland, which lies :N. by E. -;: E. diflant three or four leagues 
from Cape Grafton, is called in the chart GREEN ISLAND. 

As [oon as the ihip was brought to an anchor, I went 
alliore, accompanied by Mr. Banks and Dr. Solander. As 
my principal view was to procure forne frdh water, and as 
the bottom of the bay was low land covered with mangroves, 

where 
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where it was not probable frefh water was to be found, I 1770. 
June. 

went out towards the Cape, and, found two fmall fireams, L--v--J 

which however were rendered very difficult of accefs by the Saturday 9' 

furf and rocks upon the :alore: I faw alfo, as I came round 
the Cape, a flnall fheam of water run over the beach, in a. 
fandy cove, but I did not go in with the boat, Decaufe I faw 
that it would not be eafy to land. vVhen we got aihore, we' 
found the country every where riling into fleep rocky hills~, 
and as no frefh water could conveniently be procure,d, I was; 
unwilling to lofe time by going in fearch of lower land elfe· 
where: we therefore made the beft of our way back to the :!hip:" 
and about midnight we weighed and flood to,the N. W. hav-
ing but little wind, with fome fhowers of rain. At four in th~ Sunday n7~ 
morning, the breeze fre:lhened at S. by E. and the weather 
became fair: we continued fleering N. N. w. -!- W. as the land 
lay, at about three leagues diftance, with ten, twelve, and 
fourteen fathom water. At ten, we hauled off north, in order 
to get without a fmall low iiland, which lay at about two 
leagues diftance fronl the main, and great part of which at 
this time, it being high water, was overflowed; about three 
leagues to the north weft of this i:f1and, clofe under the main 
land, is another iiland. the land of which fifes to a greater 
height, and which at noon bore fr0111 us N. 55 W. diflant 
feven or eight miles. At this time, Our latitude was 16° 2,0

1 S. 
Cape Grafton bore S. 29 E. diilant forty miles, and the north~ 
ermoft point of land in fight N. 20 W. ; our depth of water 
was fifteen fathom. Betvleen this point and Cape Grafton,. 
the fhore forms a large, but not a very deep bay, which, 
being difcovered on Trinity Sunday, I called TRINITY BA Y .. 

C HAP; 
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C HAP. V. 

Dangerous Situation of the Ship in ber Coutfe from Trinity 
Bo), to Endeavour River. 

H IT HER T 0 we had fafely navigated this dangerous 
coaft, where the fea in all parts conceals:lhoals that 

f-uddenly project from the ihore, and rocks that rife abruptly 
like a pyramid from the bottom, for an extent of two. and 
twenty degrees of latitude, .more than one thoufand three 
hundred miles; and therefore hitherto none o.f the names 
which diftinguifh the feveral parts of the country that we 
faw, are memorials of diftrefs; but here we becanle ac
quainted with misfortune, and we therefore called the point 
which we had juft feen ~artheft to the northward, CAPE TRI

BULATION. • 

This Cape lies in latitude 160 6'S. and longitude 2 14 0 39'W. 
We fleered along the ihore N. by W. at the -difiance of be
tween three and four leagues-j having from fourteen to 
twelve, and ten fathom water:: in the offing we faw two. 
iilands, which lie in latitude 160 S. and about fix: or feven 
leagues from the main. At fixin the evening, thenorthennoft 
land in fight hort: N. by W. -!" vV. and two low woody iilands, 
vlhich fome af us took to be rocks above water, bore N. -; "VV. 
At this time we fuortened fail,and hauled off ihore E. N. E. 
,and N. E. by E. clofe upon a wind, for it was my defign to 

:ftretch off all night, as well to avoid the danger we raw 
ahead, as ,to fee whether any illands lay in the offing, efpecially 

as 



ROUND THE WORLD. 

as we were now near the latitude affigned to the iilands 
which were difcovered by ~iros, and which fame geogra
phers, for what reafon I know not, have thought fit to join 
to this land. We had the advantage of a fine breeze, and a 
clear moonlight night, and in ftanding off from fix till near 
nine o'clock, we deepened our water from fourteen tQ 
twenty-one fathom, but while we were at fupper it fuddenly 
fhoaled, and we fell into twdve, ten, and eight fathom, 
within the fpace of a few minutes; I immediately ordered 
every body to their flation, and all was ready to put about 
and come to an anchor, but meeting at the next caft of the 
lead with deep water again, we concluded that we had gone 
over the tail of the fhoals which we had feen at fun-fet, and 
that all danger was paft: before ten, we had twenty and 
one and twenty fathom, and this depth continuing, the gen
tlemen left the deck in great tranquility, and went to bed; 
but a few minutes before eleven, the water ihallowed at 
once from twenty to feventeen fathom, and before the lead 

-could be caft again, the !hip fh'uck, and remained immove
able, except by the heaving of the furge, that beat her 
againft the craggs of the rock upon which ihe lay. In a 

few moments every body was upon the deck, with counte
nances which fufficiently exprefied the horrors of our iitu
ation. We had flood off the ihore three hours and a half, 
with a pleafant breeze, and therefore knew that we could not 
be very near it, and we had too much reafon to conclude 
that we were upon a rock of coral, which is more fatal than 
any other, becaufe the points of it are iharp, and every part 
·of the furface fa rough as to grind away whatever is rubbed 
againft it, even with the gentleft motion. In this fituation 
~ll the fails were in1mediately taken in, and the boats hoifted 
out to examine the depth of water round the fhip: we foon 
difcovered that our fears had not aggravated our misfor-
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tune, and that the veffel had been lifted over a ledge of the 
rock, and lay in a hollow within it: in fame places there was 
from three to four fathom, and in others not fa many feet .. 
The :/hip lay with her head to the N. E.; and at the diilance of 
about thirty yards on the ilarboard fide, the water deepened, 
to eig11t, ten, and twelve fathom. As foon as the long-boat 
was out, we ilruck our yards and top-mails, and carried out 
the Hream anchor on the ilarboard bow, got the coailing an
chor and cable into the boat, and were going to carry it out 
the fame way; but upon founding a fecond time round the 
ihip, the water was found to be deepefl: aftern: the allchor 
therefore was carried out from the fl:arboard quarter inilead 
of the ftarboard bow, that is, from the ilern inilead of the 
head, and having taken ground, our utmoft force was ap
plied to the capftern, hoping that if the anchor did not COllle 
home, the :Chip would be got off, but to our great misfortune 
and difa ppointment we could not move her: during all this 
time :/he continued to beat with great violence againft the 
rock, fo that it was with the utmoft difficulty that we kept 
upon our legs; and to complete the fcene of diHre[s, we 
faw by the light of the moon the ilieathing boards from the 
botton1 of the velie! floating away all round her, and at laB: 
her falee keel, fo that every moment was making way for 
the fea to ruih in which was to fwallow us up. We had nov v 
no chance but to lighten her, and we had loft the opportu
nityof doing that to the great eft advantage, for unhappily 
we went on :thore juft at high water, and by this time it had 
confiderably fallen, fo that after :£he ihouldbe lightened fo 
as to draw as much lefs water as the water had funk, we 
ihould be but in the fame fituation as at firfl:; and the only 
alleviation of this circumftance was, that as the tide ebbed 

the ihip fettled to the rocks, and was not beaten againft them 
with [0 much violence. We had indeed fome hop,e frOln the 

next 
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next tide, but it was doubtful whether the would hold toge
ther fa long, efpecially as the rock kept grating her bottom 
under the ftarboard bow with fuch force as to be heard in the 
fore fl:ore-room, This however was no time to indulge con-
jeCture, nor was any effort remitted in defpair of fuccefs: 
that no time might be loft, the water was immediately 
flarted in the hold, and pumped up; fix of our guns, being 

. all we had upon the deck, our iron and fl:one ballafl:, cafks t 

hoop fl:aves, oil jars, decayed flores, and nlany other things 
that lay in the way of heavier materials, were thrown over
board with the utmoft expedition, everyone exerting him
felf with an alacrity almoft approaching to cheerfulnefs, 
without the leafl: repining ordifcontent; yet the men were 
fa far impref\: with a {enfe of their fituation, that not an oath 
was heard among them, the habit of profanenefs, however 
{hong, being infl:antly fubdued, by the dread of incurring 
guilt when .death feemed to be fa near. 
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While we were thus employed, day broke upon us, and Monday iI, 

we faw the land at about eight leagues diftance, without 
any ifland in the intermediate fpace, upon which, if the 
fhip ihould have gone to pieces, we Inight have been fet 
afhore by the boats, and frOln which they might have taken 
us by different turns to the main: the wind however gra-
dually died away, and early in the forenoon it was a dead 
calm; if it had blown hard, the !hip Inuit inevitably have 
been defl:royed. At eleven i'n the forenoon we expeCted high 
water, and anchors were got out, and every thing Inade 
ready for another effort to heave her off if fhe fhould float, 
but to our inexpreffible furprize and concern ihe ~ did not 
float by a foot aRd a half, though we had lightened her near 
fifty ton, fa much did the day-tide fallihort of that in the 
night. We now proceeded to lighten her ftill more, and 
threw overboard every thing that it was poffible for us to 
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{pare: hitherto the had not admitted much water, but as the 
tide fell, it rufiled in fo faft, that two pumps, inceffantly 
worked, could fcarcely keep her free. At two o'clock, ihe 
lay heeling two or three ftreaks to ftarboard, and the pin
nace, which lay under her bows, touched the ground: we 
had now no hope but from the tide at midnight, and to pre
pare for it we carried out our two bower anchors, one all the 
fiarboatd quarter, and the other right a-frern, got the blocks 
and tackle which were to give us a purchafe upon the cables 
in order, and brought the falls, or ends of them, in abaft, 
fl:raining them tight, that the next effort might operate upon 
the ihip, and by thortening the length of the cable between 
that and the anchors, draw her off the ledge >upon which ihe 
refted, towards the deep water. About five 0' clock in the 
afternoon, we obferved the tide begin to rife, -but we ob
ferved at the faIlle time that the leak increafed to a moil: 
alarming degree, fa that two more pumps were manned, 
but unhappily only one of them would work: three of the 
pumps however were kept going, and at nine o'clock the 
ihip righted) but the leak had gained upon us fa confide
rably, that it was imagined ihe muft go to the bottom as 
foon as file ceafed to be fupported by the rock: this was a 
dreadful circumftance, fa that we anticipated the floating of 
the ihip not as an earneft of deliverance, but as an event that 
would probably precipitate our deftruClion. 'rVe well knew 
that our, boats were not capable of carrying us all on thore, 
and that when the dreadful crifis fuould arrive, as all com
mand and fubordination would be at an end, a conteft for 
preference would probably enfue, that would increafe the 

,horrors even of fhipwreck, and terminate in the deftruClion 
, of us all by the hands of each other; yet we knew that if 
any fhould be left on board to perHh in the waves, they· 
would probably fnfTer lefs upon the whole than thofe who. 

fhould 
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againft the natives, iu a country, where even nets and fire- '---..r---I 

ld r If' .fL. h . h f d d h' . f Monday 1 J. arms wou lcarce y urn lUI t ern Wit 00; an were, 1 

th~y ihould find the n1eans of fubfifience, they muft be con
demned to langui{h out the remainder of life in a defolate 
wildernefs, without the poffeffion, or even hope, of any do
mefiic comfort, and cut off from all commerce with man
kind, except the naked favages who prowled the defen, and 
who perhaps were fame of the moil: rude and uncivilized 
upon the earth. 

To thofe only who have waited in a flate of fuch fufpenfc, 
death has approached in all his terrors; and as the dreadful 
moment that was to determine our fate came on, everyone 
faw his own fenfations pic'tured in the countenances of his 
companions: however, the capflan and windlace were man
ned with as many hands as could be [pared from the pumps) 
and the :Chip floating about twenty minutes after ten o'clock, 
the effort was made, and :{he was heaved into deep water. 
It was fame comfort to find that {he did not now admit more 
water than ihe had done upon the rock; and though, by the 
gaining of the leak upon the pumps, there was no lefs than 
three feet nine inches water in the hold, yet the men did not 
re1inquifh their labour, and we held the water as it were at 
bay; but having now endured exceffive fatigue of body and 
agitation of mind for more than four and twenty hours, and 
having but little hope of fucceeding at laft, they began to' 

flag: none of them could work at the pump nlOre than five 
or fix minutes together, and then, being totally exhaufted, 
they threw themfelves down upon the deck, though a ftream 
of water was running over it fron~ the pumps between three 
and four inches deep; when thofe who fucceeded them had 
worked their fpell, and were exhau1ted in their turn, they 
threw themfelves down in the fame manner, and the others 

ftarted 
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flarted up again, and renewed their labour; thus relieving 
each other till an accident was very near putting an end to 
their efforts at once. The planking which lines the infide of 
the :£hip's bottom is called the cieling, and between-this, and 
the oudide planking, there is a fpace of about eighteen 
inches: the lnan vv'ho till this time had attended the well to 
take the depth of water, had taken it only to the cieling, and 
gave the meafure accordingly; bu,t he being now relieved, 
the perfon who can1e in his fread, reckoned the depth to the 
oudide planking, by which it appeared in a few minutes to 
have gained upon the pumps eighteen inches, the difference 
between the planking without and within. Upon this, even 
the braveft was upon the point of giving up his labour with 
his hope, and in a few minutes every thing would have been 
jnvolved in all the confufion of def pair. But this accident, 
however dreadful in its firftconfequences, was eventually 
the caufe of our prefervation: the miftake was foon detected, 
and the fudden joy which every man felt upon finding his 
fituation better than his fears had fuggefted, operated like a 
charm, .and feemed to po1Tefs hilU with a ftrong belief that 
fcarcelyany real danger remained. New confidence and 
new hope, however founded, inf pired new vigour; and 
though our flate was the fame as when the nlen firfl: began 
to fiacken in their labour, through wearinefs and defpon
dency, they now renewed their efforts with [uch alacrity and 
fpirit, that before eight o'clock in the morning the leak was 
fo far from having gained upon the pumps, that the pumps 
had gained conuderably upon the leak. Every body now 
talked of getting the [hip into fome harbour, as a thing not 
to be doubted, and as hands could be fpared from the pumps, 
they were employed in getting up the anchors: the fl:ream 
anchor and beft bower we had taken on board; but it was 
found impoffible to fave the little bower, and therefore it 

was 
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was cut away at a whole cable: we loft alfo the cable of the 
ft:ream anchor among the rocks; but in our fituation thefe 
were trifles which fcarcely attracted our notice. Our next 
bufinefs was to get up the fore~toprnafl: and fore-yard, and 
warp the fhip to the foutheafl:, and at eleven, having now a 
breeze from the fea, we once more got under fail and fl:ood 
for the land. 

It was however impoffible long to continue the labour by 
which the pumps had been made to gain upon the leak, and 
as the exact: fituation of it could not be difcovered, we had no 
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hope of flopping it within. In this fituation, Mr. Monkhoufe, Tl1efclay I:::, 

one of my midihipmen, came to Ine and propofed an expe-
dient that he had once feen ufed on boa'rd a merchant fhip, 
which fprung a leak that admitted above four feet water an 
hour, and which by this expedient was brought fafely frOlll 
Virginia to London; the mafier having fuch confidence in 
it, that he took her out of harbour, knowing her condition~ 
and did not think. it worth while to wait till the leak could 
be otherwife :flopped. To this man, therefore, the care 
of the expedient, which is called fothering the [hip, was im~ 
mediately committed, four or five of the people being ap-
pointed to affift him, and he performed it in this manner ~ 
He took a lower fl:udding fail, and having tnixed together a 
large quantity of oakham and wool, chopped pretty fmall, 
he fEtched it down in handfuls upon the fail, as lightly as 
pofiible, and over this he [pre ad the dung of our 1heep and 
other filth; but horfe dung, if we had had it, would have 
been better. When the fail was thus prepared, it was hauled 
under the fhip's bottom by ropes, which kept it extended, 
and when it came under the leak, the ruCtion which, carried 
in the water, carried in with it the oakhall1 and wool fron"1 
the furface of the fail, which in other parts the water was 

not 
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not fufficiently agitated to walh off. By the fuccefs of this 
expedient OlIr leak was fo far reduced, that inftead of gain
ing upon three pumps, it was eafily kept under with one. 
This was a new fource of confidence and comfort; the peo
ple could fcarcely have expreffed more joy if they had been 
already in port; and their views were fo far from being 
limited to running the !hip a!hore in fome harbour, either 
of an iiland or the main, and building a veffel out of her 
materials, to carry us to the Eaft Indies, which had fo lately 
been the utmoft objeCt of our hope, that nothing was now 
thought of but ranging along the thore in fearch of a con
venient place to repair the damage !he had fuftained, and 
then profecuting the voyage upon the fanle plan as if no
thing had happened. Upon this- occafion I muft obferve, 
both in juftice and gratitude to the ihip's company, and the 
Gentlemen on board, that although in the midft of our dif. 
trefs everyone feemed to have a juft fenfe of his danger, yet 
no paffionate exclamations, or frantic gefl:ures, were to be 
heard or feen; everyone appeared to have the perfect pof- -' 
feilion of his Inind, and everyone exerted himfelf to the ut
termoft, with a quiet and patient perfeverance, equally dif
tant from the tumultuous violence of terror, and the gloomy 
inaCtivity of defpair. 

In the mean tinle, having light airs at E. S. E. we got up 
the main-topmaft, and main-yard, and kept edging in for 
the land, till about fix o'clock in the evening, when we came 
to an anchor in feventeen fathom water, at the' diftance of 
feven leagues from the !hare, and one from the ledge of 
rocks upon which we had ftruck. 

This ledge or fuoallies in latitude ISO 45' S. and between 
fix and feven leagues from the main. It is not however the 
only fuoal on this part of the eoaft, efpecially to the north~ 

4- ward; 
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ward; al:}d at this time we faw one to the fouthward, the 
tail of which we paired over, when we had' uneven found
ings about two hours before we ftruck. A part of this fuoal 
,is always above water, and has the appearance of white 
fand: a part alfo of that upon which _we had lain is dry at 
-low wate'r, and in that place confills of fand frones; but all 
,the rell: of it is a coral rock . 

. 'While we lay at anchor for the night, we found that the 
ihip made about fifteen inches water an hour, from which 
no immediate danger was to be apprehended; and at fix 
o'clock in the morning, we weighed and flood to the N. \V. 
f!:ill edging in for the land with a gentle breeze at S. S. E. 

At nine we paffed clofe without two [mall Wands that lie in 
latitude 15° 41' S. and about four leagues from the main: to 

reach thefe iflands had, in the height of our diftrefs, been the 
objeCt of our hope, or perhaps rather of our willies, and 
therefore I called them HOPE ISLANDS. At noon we were 
about three leagues from the land, and in latitude IS° 37' S. ; 
the northermoft part of the main in fight bore N. 30 W.; and 

Hope Iflands extended fr011.1. S. 30 E. to S. 40 E. In this fitua
tion we had twelve fathom water, and feveral fand-banks 
without us. At this time the leak had not inCl'eafed; but 
that we might be prepared for all events, we got the fail 
ready for another fathering. In the afternoon, having a 
gentle breeze at S. E. by E. I fent out the Mafier with t?W 

boats, as well to found ahead of the fhip, as to look out for 
a harbour where we might repair our defec1:s, and put the 
fhip in a proper trim. At three o'clock, we faw an opening 
that had the appearance of an harbour, and ilood off and on 
while the boats examined it; but they [oon found that there 
was not depth of water in. it fufficient for the fhip. \Vhel) 

it was near [unfer, there being many fhoals abollt ns, w~ 
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anchored in four fathom, at the diftance of about two miles. 
frOlTI the !hore, the land extending fro,m N. ~ E. to So by E. ~ E .. 
The pinnace was frill out with one of the mates; hut aJ nine: 
o'clockihe returned" and reported,_ that about two leagues tOJ 

leeward fhe had difcovered juft fuch a harbour as we wanted?> 
in which there was a fufficient rife' of watev, and every other 
convenience' that could be denred, either for laying. the'ihip' 
aihore, or heaving her. down. 

In confequence of thi& information, Iweighed'at' fix,Q~dock 
TlWrCday 14- in the morning, and having fent two Doats a<head, to lie' 

upon the i11:oals that we faw in OUf way, we ran down to the' 
place; but notwithflanding our precaution, we were once inl 
three fathom water. As foon as, thefe fhoals were paffed, I 
fent the boats to lie in the' channel that led. to the harbour,,) 
and by this time it began to,blow.. It was happy for us that 
a place of refuKe was at hand; for we foon found that the 
1hip would not worli, having twice Iniifed flays: our fitua ... 
tion, however, though it might have been much worfe, was 
not without danger; we were entangled. alnong fhoals, and, 
I had great reafon to fear being driven, to leeward, before 
the boats could place'themfelves fo as to prefcribe our courfe, 
I therefore anchored: in four fathom, about a mile from the 
:!hore, and then made the fignal for the boats to come 0l1' 

board'. When this was d0ne I went rnyfelf and buoyed the
€hanneI, which I found very narrow; the harbour aHo Ii 
found fmaUcr than I expeCted, but moil excellently adapted: 
to: our purpofe; and it is remarkable, that in the whole 
courfe <Df 0ur voyage we had feen no, place which, in our 
prefent circurnftances, CQuId have afforded us the fame re-. 
lief .. At noon, OlU latitude was 1;5 0 26' S. During aU the rem 
of this day, and the whQle night, it' blew too frefh for us to 
venture from cur anenor and run into theJlarboull; and for. 
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Our farther fecurity, we got down the top-gallant yards, un .. 
bent the mainfail and fame of the fmall fails ;,.got down the 
fore-top-gallant mafi, and the gibb boom, and fprit~fail, with 
a view to lighten the {hip forwards as nntch as poffible, in 
order to come at her leak, which we fuppofed to be fome .. 
where in that part; for in all the joy of our unexpected de
liverance, we had not forgot that at this time there was no .. 
thing but a lock of woorbetween us and deftrucrion. The 

, gale continuing, we kept ourftation all the 15th. On the 
16th, it was fomewhat more moderate; and about fix o'clock 
in the morning, we hove the cable iliort, with a defign to 

- get under fail, but were obliged to defift, and veer it out 
again. It is remarkable that the fea breeze, which blew 
frefh when we anchored, continued to do fo almofl: every day 
while we flayed here; it was calm only while we were upon 
the rock, except once; and even the gale that afterwards 
wafted us to the :!hore, would then certainly have beaten us 
to pieces. In the evening of the preceding day, we had ob~ 
ferved a fire near the beach over againft us; and as it would 
be neceffary for us to flay fometime in this place, we were 
not without hope of making an acquaintance with the peo ... 
pIe. We faw more fires upon the hills to-day, and with our 
glaffes difcovered four Indians going along the fum'e, who 
flopped, and made two fires; but for what purpofe it was 
impoffible we fhould guefs. 

The fcurvy now began to make its appearance among us, 
with many formidable fymptoms. Our poor Indian, Tupia, 
who had fome time before complained that his gums were 
fore and fwelled, and who had taken plentifully of our le
mon juice by the Surgeon's direction, had now livid fpots 
upon his legs, and other indubitable teftimonies that the 

. t'tifeafe had made a rapid progrefs, notwithftanding all our 
remedies, among which the bark had been liberally admi~ 

4 B 2. niftered, 
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niflered. Mr. Green, our aftronomer, was alfo declining; 
and thefe, among other circumftances, imbittered thedela, 
which prevented our going afhore. 

In the morning of the 17th, thougli the wind' was fiill 
frelli, we ventured to weigh, and puih in for the harbour ;, 
but. in doing this we twice run. the ihip aground: the firf!: 
time ihe went off without any trouble, but the fecond time, 
:!he fiuck faft. We now got down the fore yard, fore top .. 
mafls, and Dooins, and takinK them overboard, made a raft 
of them alongfide of the Ihip. The tide was ha ppil? riiing, 
and about one o'clock in the afternoon, ihefloated. We foon. 
warped her into the harbour, and having moored her along~ 
fide of a fleep beach to the {ou th, we got the anchors., ca-, 
'bIes, and all the hawfers on,;(hore before night. 

C H A p~ 
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I N the ~orning of Monday the 18th, a ftage was made 
from the !hip to the {hare, which was fo bold that fhe 

floated at twenty feet difl:ance: two tents were alfo fet up, 
one for the fick, and the other for flares and provifions, 
which were landed in the courfe of the day. \Ve alfo landed 
all the empty water caiks, and patt of the fl:ores. As foon, 
as the tent for the fick was got ready for their reception, they 
were fent a11iore to the number ?f eight or nine, and the 
boat was difpatched to haul the feine, in hopes of procuring. 
fame fi.:f.h for their refre:fhlrent; but {he returned without: 
fuccefs. In the mean time. I climbed one of the higheft hills 
among thofe that overlooked the harbour, which afforded 
by no Ineans a comfortable profpeCl:: the low land near the 
river is wholly. over-run with Inangroves, among \vhich the 

. . 

faIt-water flows every tide; and the high land appeared to 

be every where fl:oney and barren. In the mean time Mr. 
Banks had alfo taken a walk up the country, and met with 
the fran1es of feveral' old Indian houfes, and places whe,re> 
they had dreifed fhell-fiih; but they feemed n,)t to l:18.ve been 
frequented for forne months. Tupia, who had em,ployed. 
himfe1f in aflgling, and lived intirely upon what he caughr~ 
recovered in a furprifing degree; but Mr. Green fUll conti~· 
nued to be extrernel yilt 

The" 



1770 • 
June. 

"---v--J 
~ltlefday 19. 

Wednef. 20. 

'LIEUTENANT COOK's VOYAGE 

The next morning I got the four remaining guns out of 
the hold, and mounted them upon the quarter-deck; I alfo 
,got a fpare anchor, and anchor-ftock ailiore, and the remain
ing part ,of the ftores and ballaft that were in the hold: fet 
up the fmith's forge, and el~ployed the armourer and his 
mate to make nails and other neceifaries for the repair of the 
:ihip. In the afternoon, all the officers' ftores and the ground 
tier of water were got out; fa that nothing remained in the 
fore and main hold, but the coals, and a fmall quantity of 
ilone ballaft .. This day Mr. Banks croifed the river to take a, 
view of the country on the other fide: he found it confift 
principally of [and-hills, where he faw forne Indian houfes

3 

'which appeared to have been very lately inhabited. In his 
walk, he n1et with vaft flocks of pigeons and crows: of the 
pigeons, which were exceedingly beautiful, he ihot feveral; 
but the crows, which were exal9:1y like thofe in Englaud, 
were fa ihy that he could not get within reach of them. 

On the ~ oth, we landed the powder, and got out the ilone 
ballaft and wood,which brought the iliip's draught of wa
'ter to eight feet ten inches forward, and thirteen feet abaft; 
.and this I thought, with the difference that would be made 
by trimming the coals aft, would be fufficient; for I found 
-that the water rofe and fell perpendicularly eight feet at the 
{pring-tides: but as foon as the coals were trimmed from 
over the leak, we COl-lId hear the water ruth in a little abaft 
the foremaft, about three feet from the keel: this deter
mined me to clear the hold intirely: This evening, Mr .. 
13anks obferved that in many parts of the inlet there were 
large quantities of pumice {lones, which lay at a confide
Table diftance above high-water mark; whither they might 
have been carried either by the frefhes or extraordinary high 
tides, for there could be no ·doubt but that they came from 
the fea. 6 

The 
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moormgs loofe, and warped the flllP- a httle higher up the 
Ilarbour te> a place which I thought moft convenient for lay-
ing her afhore in order to· frop' the leak. Her draught of 
water forward was now feven feet nine inches, and abaft 
thirteen feet fix inches. At eight otclock, it being high-
water, I hauled her bow clofe afhore; but kept her fre,rn: 
afloat, becaufe I was afraid of neiping her; it was however 
neceiTary to lay the whole of her as near the ground as 
pallible .. 

At two o'clock in the morning of the 22d~ the tide left her,. Friday z;;;:; 

and gave us an opportunity to examine the leak, which'we 
found to be at her floor heads, a little before the ftarnoard· 
fore-chains. In this place the rocks had made their way 
through four planks, and even into the timbers; three more' 
planks were much damaged~ and the appearance of thefe
breaches was very extraordinary: there was not a· fplinter to' 
be feen, but all was as fmooth, as if the whole had been. 
cut away by an inftrument: the timbers in this place were 
happily very clofe, and if they had not, it would have been 
abfolurelyimpoffible to have faved the !hip, But after all" 
her prefervation depended upon a circumfiance frill more 
relnarkable: in on.e of the holes,. which was big enough ro,'-
have funk us,. if we had had eight pumps inftead of four,· 
and' been able to keep them inceifantly going, was in great 
meafure plugged up by a· fragment of the rock, which, after 
having made the wound) was left; flicking in it; fo that the' 
water which at firft had gained upon our pumps, was what 
came in at the interflices, between the fronc and the edges 
vf the hole that received it~ We ,found· alfo feveral pieces 
~f the fotheri.ng, which. had made their way between the' 

timbers" 
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timbers, and in a great meafure flopped thofe parts of the 
leak which the frone had left open .. Upon further examin,a. 
tion, we found that, befides the leak, confiderable damage 
had been done to the bottom; great part of the fheathing was 
gone from under the larboard bow; a confiderable part of 
the falfekeel was alfo wanting, and thefe indeed we had 
{cen fwim away in fragments from the veffe1, while {he lay 
beating againfl: the rock: the rernaincler of it was in [0 fhat
tereel a condition that it had better have been gone, and the 
fore foot and main keel were alfo damaged, but not fo as 
to pl~oduce any immediate danger: what damage ihe might 
have received abaft could not yet be exal'1ly known, but we 
had rea[on to think it was not much, as but little water 

. made its way into her bottom, while the tide kept below the 
leak which has alr~ady been defcribed. By nine o'clock in 
the lnorning the carpenters got to work upon her, while the 
fmiths were bufy in ITlaking bolts and nails. In the mean tilne, 
fame of the people were fent on the other fide of the water 
to fhoot pigeons for the flck, who at their return reported that 
they had [een an animal as large as a greyhound, of a ilender 
make, a 1l10u[e colour, and extremely fwift; they difcovered 
:alfo many Indian hou[es, and a fine fl:ream of frefh water. 

The next morning, I fent a boat to haul the [eine; but at 
. noon it returned with only three fiib, and.yet we faw them 
in plenty leaping about the harbour. This day the carpen
ter finifhed the repairs that were necelTary on the ftarboard 
fide; and at nine o'clock in the evening, we heeled the !hip 
the other way, and hauled her off' about two feet for fear of 
neiping. This day almofl: every body had feen the animal 
which the };igeon-ihooters had brought an account of the 
day before; and one of the [eamen, who had been rambling -

in the woods,. told us at his return, that he verily believed 

3 he 
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he had feen the devil: we naturally enquired in what fornl 
he had appeared, and his anfwer was in fo fingular a ftile 
that I ihall fet down his own words; "He was, fays John, as 
" large as a one gallon keg, and very like it; he had horns 
" and wings, yet he crept fo 1l0wly through the grafs, that 
" if I had not been afeard I might have touched him." This 
formidable apparition we afterwards difcovered to have been 
a batt; and the batts here muft be acknowledged to have a 
frightful appearance, for they are nearly black~ and full as 
large as a partridge; they have indeed no horns, but the 
fancy of a man who thought he faw the devil might eafily 
fupply that defeCt. 

Early on the 24th, the carpenters began to repair the 
iheathing under the larboard bow, where we found two 
planks cut about half through; and in the mean time I fent 
a party of lnen, under the direction of Mr. Gore, in fearch. 
of refrel1unents for the £Ick: this party returned about noon 
with a few paInt cabbages, and a bunch or two of wild plan
tains; the plantains were the fmallefl: I had ever feen, and 
the pulp, though it was well tafted, was full of fmall ftones. 
As I was walking this morning at a little diftance from the 
i11.ip, I faw myfelf one of the animals which had been fo 
often defcribed: it was of a light moufe colour, and in fize 
and ihape very luuch refembling a greyhound; it had a long 
tail alfo, which it carried like a greyhounq; and I ihould 
have taken it for a wild dog, if infiead of funning, it had not 
leapt like a hare or deer: its legs were faid to be very ilender, 
and the print of its foot to be like that of a goat; but where 
I f2.W it the gq.fs was fo high that the legs were concealed, 
and the ground was t.oo hard to receive the trade Mr. Banks 
alfo had an imperfecc view of this animal, and was of opi
;nion that its fpecics was hitherto unknown, 
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After the ihip was hauled ailiore, all the water that came 
into her of courfe went backwards; fo that although the was 
dry forward, fhe had nine feet water abaft: as in this part 
therefore her bottom could not be examined on the infide, I 
took the advantage of the tide being out this evening to get 
the mailer and two of the men to go under her, and e:X:a .. 
mine her whole larboard fide without. They found the 
iheathing gone about the floor heads abreaftof the main
maft, and part of a plank a little damaged; but all agreed 
that fhe had received no other material injury. The 10fs of 
her fheathing alone was a great misfortune, as the worm 
would now be let into her bottom, which might expofe us to 
great inconvenience and danger; but as I knew no remedy 
for the mifchief but heaving her down, which would be a 
work of imlnenfe labour and long time, if practicable at 
aU in our prefent fituation, I was obliged to be content. The 
carpenters however continued to work under her bottom in 
the evening till they were prevented by the tide; the morn .. 
ing tide did not ebb out far enough to permit diem to work 
at all, for we had only one tolerable high and low tide in 
four and twenty hours, as indeed we had experienced when 
we lay upon the rock. The pofition of the ihip, which 
threw the water in her abaft, was very near depriving the 
world of all the knowlege which Mr. Banks had endured fo 
much labour, and fo many riiks, to procure; for he had re
moved the curious collec1ion of plants which he made du
ring the whole voyage, into the bread room, which lies in 
the after part of the ihip, as a place of the greateft fecu
rity; and nobody having thought of the danger to which 
laying her head fo lTIuch higher than the ftern would ex~ 
pofe them, they were this day found under water. Moil 
of them however were) by indefatigable care and attention, 

2 reftored 
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. 2sth was employed in filling water and over-hauling Mondayz~. 
the rig'ging, and at low water the carpenters finiilied the 

, repairs under the larboard bow, and every other place which 
the dd~ would permit them to come at; fome ca:lJ.::s were 
then billed under her bows to facilitate her floating, and at 
night, 'when it was high water, we endeavoured to heave 
her dff, but without fuccefs, for fome of the calks that were 
la:lhed,to her gave way. 

The morning of the 26th was employed in getting more 
caIks ready for the fame purpofe, and in the afternoon we 
lallied no lefs than eight and thirty under the ihip's ,bottom, 
but to our great mortification thefe alfo proved ineffeCtual, 
and we found ourfelves reduced to the neceffity of waiting 
till the next fpring-t~de. 

This day, fome of our gentlemen who had made an excur· 
fion into the woods, brought home the leaves of a plant, 
which was thought to be the fame that in the Weft Indies IS 
called coecos, but upon trial, the toots proved too acrid to 
be eaten; the leaves however were little inferior to fpinnage. 
In the place where thefe plants were gathered, grew plenty 
of the cabbage trees which have occafionally been men
tioned before, a kind of wild plantain, the fruit of which, 
was fo full of Hones as fcarcely to be eatable; another fruit 
was alfo found about the fize of a fmall golden pippin, but 
flatter, and of a deep purple colour: when firft gathered 
from the tree it was very hard and difagreeable, but after 
being kept a few days became foft, and tafted very much 
like an indifferent damafcene. 

Tuefday;:6. 

The next morning we began to move forne of the weight Wednef. 27. 

from the after-part of the ihip forward, to eafe her; in the 
mean time the armourer continued to work at the forge, the 
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carpenter was bufy in canlkingthe ihip~ and the men em": 
ployed in filling water and over-hauling the rigging: in the 
forenoon, I went myfelf in the pinnace up the harbour, and 
made feveral hauls with the feine, but caught only between 
twenty and thirty fiih,' which were given to the fick and 
convalefcent. 

On the 28th, Mr. Banks went with fome of the feamen up 
the country, to thew them the plant which in the Weft Indies 
is called Indian kale, and which ferved us for greens. Tu ... 
pia had much meliorated the root of the coccos, by giving 
them a long dreffing in his country oven, but they werefo 
fmall that we did not think them an object for the thip> In 
their. walk they found one tree which had been notched for 
the convenience of climbing it, in the fame manner with 
thofe we had feen in Botany Bay: they faw alfo many neffs 
of white ants, which refemble thofe of the Eaft Indies, the 
moft pernicious infe~s in the world. The nefts were of a 
pyramidical figure, from a few inches to fix feet high, and 
very luuch refembled the ftones in England, which are faid 
to be lTIonumentsof _the Druids. Mr. Gore, who was alfa 
this day four or five miles up the country)- reported that he 
had feen the footfteps of men, and tracked animals of three 
or four different forts, but had not been fortunate enough to 

fee either Ulan or beaft. 

At two o'clock in the m-orning of the 29th, I obferved, in 
conjunCtion with Mr. Green, an elnerfion of jupiter's firft 
fatellite; the time here was 2b 18' 53'" which gave the lon
gitude of this place 2140 42' 30" W.: its latin-ide is 15 9 26' S. 
At break of day, I fent the boat out again with the reine, and 
in the afternoon, it returned with as much fifh as enabled 
me to give every lTIan a pound and an half. One of my 
luidfhipmen, an An1erican, who was this day abroad with 
his gun, reported that he had feen a wolf; exaetly like thofe 

which 
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'W'Jhich he had been ufed to fee in his own country, and that 
he had fIlOt at it, but did not kill it. 

The next n10rning, encouraged by the fucce[s of the day 
before, I fent the boat again to haul the feine, and another 
party to gather greens: I fent alfo fome of the young gen
tlemen to take a plan of the harbour, and went myfelf upon 
a hill, which lies over the fouth point, to take a view of the 
fea. At this time it was low water, and I faw, with great 
concern, innumerable fand banks and {hoals lying all along 
the co aft in every direction. The innermoft b,y abo\1t thre~ 
Or four miles from the {hore, the outermofl: extended as far 
as I could fee with my glafs, and many of them did but juft 
rife above water. There was fome appearance of a paff.'lge 
to the northward, and I had no hope of getting clear but in 
that direc9:ion, for as the wind blows confl:antly from the 
S. E. it would have been difficult, if not irnpoili.ble, to return 
back to the fouthward. 

1\11'. Gore reported, that he bad this day feen two animals 
like dogs, of a fl:raw colour, that they ran like a hare, and 
were about the [arne fize. In the afternoon, the people re
turned from hauling the reine, with frill better fuccefs than.. 
before, for I was now able to difrribute tV/O pounds and an 
half to each man: the greens that had been gathered I or~ 

dered to be boiled among the peas, and they made an excel~ 
lent Inefs, which, with two copious fupplies of fiili, afforded 

us unfpeakable refrefhment. 

The next day, July the 1ft, being Sunday, every body had 
liberty to go aihore, except one fTon1 eacll rne[s, who were 

again fent out with the feine. The feine was again equally 
fuccefsful, and the people who went up the country gave 
an account of having feen feveral animals, though none of 

thelll were to be caught. They faw a fire alfo about a mile 
up-
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up the river, and Mr. Gore, the Second Lieutenant, picked 
up the huik of a cocoa nut, which had been caft upon the 
beach, and was full of barnacles: this probably might come 
from fome iilandto .windward, perhaps from the Terra del 
Efpirifo Santo of ~iros, as we were now in the latitude 
where it is faid to lie. This day the thermometer in the ihade 
rofe to 87, which was higher than it had been on any day 
fince we came upon this coaft. 

Early the next morning, I fent the Mailer in the pinnace, 
out of the harbour, to found about the fhoals in the offing1) 
and look for a channel to the northward: at this time we 
had a breeze from the land, which continued till about nine 
o'clock, and was the firft we had had fince our coming into 
the river. At low water we laihed fome empty cai1{:s under 
the :!hip's bows, having fome hope that as the tides were 
rifing ihe would float the next high water. We f!:ill conti
nued to fifh with great fuccefs, and at high water we again 
attempted to heave the :£hip off, but our utmoft efforts were 
ftill ineffeCtual. 

The next day at noon, the Mailer returned, and :<eported
t 

tha t he had found a paifage out to fea between the ihoals, 
and defcribed its fituation. The ihoals, he faid, confiiled of 
coral rocks, many of which were dry at low water, and upon 
one of \vhic,h he had been aihore. He found here forne 
cockles of fo enormous a fize that one of theln was more 
than two men could eat, and a great variety of other iheU
£lib, of which he brought us a plentiful fupply: in the even
ing, he had alfo landed in a bay about three leagues to the 
northward of our ftation, where he diilurbed fame of the na
tives who were at fupper: they all fled with the greatefl: pre
cipitation at his approach, leaving fome freih fea eggs, and 
a fire ready kindled behind them, but there was neither 

houfe 
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:houfe nor hovel near the place. We obferved, that although 
the fhoals that lie juft within fight of the coaft, abound with 
ihell-fifh, which may be eafily caught at low water; yet we 
faw no fuch fhells about the fire places on fhore. This day 
an allegator was feen to [wim about the {hip for fome tin1e, 

and at high water we made another effort to float her, 
which happily fucceeded: we found however that by lying fo· 
long with her head a-ground, and her ftern a-float, fhe had 
fprung a plank between decks, a-breaft of the main chains,. 
fa that it was' become neceifary to lay her afhore again. 

1770 • 
July. 
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The neJlit morning was employed in trimming her upon Wedne{,'4-~' 

an even keel, and ill the afternoon, having warped her over, 
and waited for high water, we laid her aihore on the [and 
'bank on the fouth fide of the river, for the damage i11.e had 
received already from the great defcent of the ground, made 
me afraid to lay her broad-fide to the {hare in the fame place 
from which we had jufl: floated her. I was now very defirous. 
to make another trial to come at her bottom, where the 
fheathing had been rubbed off, but though ihe had fcarcely 
four feet water under her, when the tide was out, yet that 

part was not dry. 

On the 5th, I got one of the carp.;:nter's crew, ct nnn in Thurfdilys; 

whom I could confide, to go do\vn again to the fllip's bot-
tom, and examine the place. He l.'eF0l'te:,_:~ th2.t thrEe ilreaks 
of the iheathing, about eight fe;::t long, were "":.lJJ.nting, 
and that the main plank had been a little rubbed; this ac-
count perfectly agreed with the :repc:'t of the Mauer, and 
others, who had been under her bottom before: I had the 
comfort however to find the carpenter of opinion that this 
would be of little confequence, and therefore the mher da-

mage being repaired, ilie was again floated at high "vater, 
and moored along-fide the beach, where the flores had been· 

rlepofited; 
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depofited; we then went to work to take the fiores on board) 
and put her in a condition for the fea. This day, Mr. Banks 
croffed to the other fide of the harbour, where, as he walked 
along a fandy beach, he found innumerable fruits, and 
many of them fuch as no plants which he had difcovered in 
this country produced: among others were fame cocoa 
nuts, which Tupia faid had been opened by a kind of crab, 
which from his defcription we judged to be the fame 
that the Dutch call Beurs Krabbe, and which we had not 
feen in thefe feas. All the vegetable fubftances which he 
found in this place, were encrufied with lnarine productions, 
and covered with barnacles; a fure fign that they lTIufi have 
come far by fea, and, as the trade-wind blows right upo,n the 

. fhore, probably from Terra del Efpirito San,to, which ha,':; 
been mentioned already. 

The next morning, Mr. Banks, with Lieutenant Gore, and 
three men, fet out in a fmall boat up the river, with a view 
to [pend two or three days in an excurfion, to examine the 
country, and kill fame of the animals which had beel~ [0 

often feen at a diftance. 

On the 7th, I fent the Mafier again out to found about the 
ihoals, the account which he had brought nle of a channel 
being by no means fatisfaCtory; and we [pent the remainder 
of this day, and the lTIorning of the next, in fiihing, and 
other neceffiuy occupations. 

About four o'clock in the afternoon, Mr. Banks and his 
party returned, and gave us an account of their expedition. 
Having proceeded about three leagues among [wamps and 
n1angroves, they went up into the country, which they 
found to differ but little from what they had [een before: 
they purfued their courfe therefore up the river, which at 
length was contraeted into a narrow channel, and was 
bounded, not by fwamps and mangroves, but by ftecp 

baDks~ 
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banks, that were covered with trees of a moil. beautiful ver
dure, among which was that which in the \Veil Indies is 
called lVlohoe, or the bark tree, the hibiJcus tiliareus; the land 
within was in general low, and had a thick covering of l<?ng 
grafs: the foil feemed to be fuch as promifed great fertility, 
to any who ihould plant and improve it. In the courfe of 
the day, Tupia faw an animal, which, by his defcription, 
Mr. Banks judged to be a wolf: they alfo faw three other 
animals, but could neither catch nor kill one of them, and 
a kind of bat, as large as a partridge, but this alfo eluded all 
their diligence and frill. At night, they took IIp their lodg
ing clofe to the banks of the river, and made a fire, but the 
mufquitos fwarmed about them in fuch numbers, that their 
quarters were almofl: untenable; they followed them into 
the fmoke, and almoft into the fire, which, hot as the cli
mate was, they could better endure than the flings of thefe 
infeCts, which were an intolerable torment. The fire, the 
flies, and the want of a better bed than "the ground, ren
dered the night extremely uncomfortable, fo that they paired 
it not in fleep, but in refilcfs wifhes for the return of day. 
With the firfl: dawn they fet out in fearch of game, and in a 
walk of many miles, they faw four animals of the fame 
kind, two of which Mr. Banks's greyhound fairly chaced, 
but they threw him out at a great diilance, by leaping over 
the .long thick grafs, which prevented his running: this 
animal was obferved not to run upon four legs, but to bound 
or hop forward upon two, like the Jerbua, or Alus 'jaCllIllJ. 

About noon, they returned to the boat, and again proceeded 
up the river, which was foon contracted into a frefh water 
brook, where, however, the tide rofe to a confiderablc 
height: as evening approached, it became low water, and 
it was then fo !hallow tbat they were obliged to get out of 
the boat and drag her along, till they could find a place in 
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which they might, with fome hope of refl:, pafs the night~ -
Such a place at length offered, and while they were getting the 
things out of the boat, they obferved a fmake at the di/lance 
of about a furlong: as they did not doubt but that fome of 
the natives, with whOln they had fo long and earneflly de
fired to become perfonally acquainted, were about the fire~ 
three of the party went itnmediately towards it, hoping that 
fo flnaU a number would not put theln ,to flight: when they 
came up to the place, however, they found it deferted, and 
therefore they conjectured that before they had difcoverea 
;:heIndians, the Indians had difcovered them. They found 
the fire flill burning, in the hollow of an old tree that was 
become touch-,wood, and feveral brancl1es of trees newly 
broken down, with which children appeared to have been 
pla yiqg: they obferved alfo many foot-fieps upon the [and, 
below high water mark, which were certain indications that 

I 

the Indians had been recently upon the' fpot. Several houfes 
were found at a little diftance, and forne ovens dug in the 
ground, in the fame manner as thofe of Otaheite, in Which 
viduals appeared to have been dreffed finee the morning,. 
and, fcattered a:bout them, lay fome fhells of a kind of 
danlll1 j an.d [orne fragmen ts of roots, the refufe of the -
meal. After regretting their difappointment,. they repaired 
to their quarters, which was a broad fand bank, under the' 
incIter of a buih. Their beds were plantain leaves" which 
they fpread upon the fand, and:which were as foft as a rnat
tre[s; their cloaks fervecr them for bed-clothes,and forne 
bunches of grafs for pillows; with thefe <t€c0mmodation& 
they hoped to pafs a better night than the laft, efpeciaUyas,. 
to their great comfort, not a mufquito was to be feen. Here' 
~hen they lay down, and, fn.eh is the force of. habit, they 
refigned themfelves to ileep,. without once reflecting upon: 
the probability a11d dan_ger of being, found by the Indians in: 

~t' 
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that fituation. If this appears Hrange, let us for a moment 
reflect, that every danger, and every calamity, after, a time 
-becomes familiar, and lofes its effec'l: upon the mind. If it 
were poffible that a man :!hould tirf!: be made acquainted with 
his mortality, or even with the inevitable debility and infir
mities of eId age, when his underHanding h~d arrived at in 
full ftrength, and- life was endeared by the enjoyments of 
youth, and vigour, and health, with what an agony of ter
ror and difirefs woulcf the intelligence be received! yet" 
being gradually acquainted with thefe mournful truths, by 
infenfibIe degrees, wefcarce know when, they lofe all their 
force, and we think no more of the approach of old age and 
death, than thefe wanderers of an unknown- defart did of a. 
lefs obvious and certain evil, the approach of the native fa
vages, at a time when they mufl:. have fallen aneafy prey to 

their malice or their fears. And it is remarkable, that the 
greater part of thofe who have been condemned to fufler a 
violent death, have ilept the night imlnediately preceding 
their execution, though there is perhaps no inftance of a 

perfon accufed of a capital crime having ilept the firft night 
of his confinement. Thus is the evil of life in fame degree 
a remedy for itfelf, and though every man at twenty depre
cates fourfcore, ahnoft every man is as tenacious of life at 
fourfcore as at twenty; and if he does not fuffer under any 
painful diforder, lo[es as little of the comforts that remain 
by refleCting that he is upon the brink of the grave, \vhcre 
the earth already crum LIes under his fect, as he did of the 
plea[ures of his better days, when his diiIolutiol1) though 
e:ertain, was fuppo(ed to be at a diihnc:?, 

Our travellers having fiept, without once awakiilg, till 

the n10rning, examined the river, and finding the ticL: fJ." 
vO'llred their return, ;:md the country promifed nothing 
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1770. worthy of a farther fearch, they reimbarked in their bo~t; 
~ and made the beft of their way to the :lhip. 
Sunday 8.. f t 

Mmlday 9' 

tfuefday 10. 

Soon after the arrival of M this party, the Mafter alfo re-
turned, having been feven leagues out to fea, and he waS 
now of opinion, that there was no getting out where before 
he thought there had been a paffage; his expedition how
ever was, by no means without its advantage, for having 
been a fecond time upon the rock where he had feen the 
large cockles, he met with a great number of turtle, three 
of which he caught, that together weighed {even hundred 
and ninety-one pounds, though he had no better inflrument 
than a boat hook. 

The next morning therefore, I fent him out again, with 
proper inftruments for taking thenl, and Mr. Banks went 
with him, but the fuccefs did not at all anfwer our expecta
tions, for, by the unaccountable conduCt of the officer, not 
a fingle turtle was taken, nor could he be perfuaded to re
turn: Mr. Banks, however, went aillore upon the reef, where 
he faw feveral of the large cockles, and having colleCted 
many {hells, and marine produCtions, he returned at eleven 
o'clock at night, in his own fmall boat, the Mafier frill con
tinuing with the large one upon the rock. In the after-

---l1oon, feven or eight of the natives had appeared on the 
fouth fide of the river, and two of them caIne down to the 
fandy point, oppofite to the lhip; but upon feeing me put 
off in a boat to fpeak with them, they all ran away with the 
greateft precipitation. 

As the Mafier continued abfentwith the boat all night, I 
was forced to fend the Second Lieutenant for him, early the 
next morning in the yawl; and {oon after four of tbe natives 
appeared upon the fandy point, on the north fide of the 
river, having with them a fmall woeden canoe, with out-

riggers: 
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riggel1S: -theyfeemed for fome time to be bufily employed '77 0 • 
• J"ly. 
In 1hiking fiih: fome of our people were for going over to 1-..- I 

h .' b b I . ld b . Tuefday 10'. t em In ,a: I oat, ut t lIS I wou y no means permIt, re-
peated experience having convinced me that it was nlore-, 
likely to prevent, than procure an interview. I was deter
mined to try what could be done by a contrary method, and 
accordingly let them alone, without appearing to take th~ 
leaft notice of them: this fucceeded fo well, that at length 
two of them came in the canoe within a mui1{et fuot of thd 
ihip, and there talked a great deal in a very loud tone: we 

. underftood nothing that they faid, and therefore could 
anfwer their harangue only by ihouring, and making all 
the figns of invitation and kindnefs that we could' devife. 
During this conference, they came, infenfibly, nearer~d 
nearer, holding up their lances, not in a threatening man
ner,but as if to intimate that if we offered them any injury~ 
they had weapons to revenge it. When they were almoft 
along-fide of us, we threw them forne cloth, nails, beads, 
paper, and other trifles, which they received without the 
leaft appearance of fatisfaCtion: at laft, one of the people 
happened to throw them a fmall fifh; at this they expreffed 
the greateft joy imaginable, and intimating, by figns, that 
they w~uld fetch their companions, immediately paddled 
away towards the ihore. In the mean time fome of our 
people, and among them Tupia, landed on the oppofite fide 
of the. river: the canoe, with all the four Indians, very foon 
returned to the 1hip, and came quite along-fide, withoutex~ 
preffing any fear or diftruft. 'Ne diftributed fome more 
prefents among them, and foon after they left us, and 
landed on the fame fide of the river where our people had 
gone ailiore: every man carried in his hand two lances, and 
a frick, which is ufed in throwing them, and advanced to 

8 the 
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1770, the place where Tupia and the refl: of our people were fitting; 
~~ Tupia foon prevailed upon thenl to lay down their arn1S, and 

Tuefday 10. ~ come forward without them: he then made figns that they 

:!hould fit down by him, with which they complied, and 
feemed to be under no apprehenfion or confhaint: feveral -
more of us then going a1hore, they expreifed fome jealoufy 
left we ihould get between them and their arms; we took 
care however to fhew thenl that we had no fuch intention, 
and having joined them, we made them fome more pre
fents, as a farther teftirnony of our good-will, and oUr defire 
to obtain theirs. vVe continued together, with' the utmoft 
cordiality, tilL dinner time, and then giving thenl to under-' 
fiand that we were going to eat, we invited them, byiigns" 
to go with us: this however they declined, and as foon' as 
we left them, they went away in their canoe. One ofthefe 
men was fcmewhat above the middle age, the other three 
were young; they Were in general of the common flature, 
but their limbs were remarkably fmall; their ikin was of 
the colour of wood foot, or what would be called a dark cho~ . 
colate colour; their hair was black, but not woolly; it was 
iho1't cropped, in fome lank, and in others curled. Dampier 
fays, that the people whom he faw on the weftern coaft of 
thi3 country, wanted two of their fore-teeth, but thefe had 
no fuch defect: fOlne part of their bodies had been painted 
red, and the upper lip and breafl: of one of theln was painted 
with ftreaks of white, which he called Carballda., their fea
tures were far from difagreeable, their eyes were lively, and 
their teeth even and whi~e, their voices were foft and tune-
3 bIe, and they repeated rrl~my words after us with great fa
cility. In the night, Mr. Gore and the Mafier returned with 
the long-boat, and brought one turtle and a few fhell-fifh. 
The yawl had been left upon the fuoal with fix men, to 

make a farther trial for turtle. 
The 
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The next morning, we had another vifit from four of tl1e 
natives; three of them had been with us before, but the 
fourth was ailranger, whofe name, as we learnt fronl his 
companions who introduced him, was YAPARICO. This 
gentleman was diftinguiihed by an ornament of a very flrik ... 
ing appearance: it was the bone of a bird, nearly as thick 
as a Ulan's finger, and five or fix inches long, which he had 
thrufl: into a hole, made in the griftle that divides the 
noftrils; of this we had feen one inftancc, and only one, in 
New Zealand; but upon examination, we found that among 
all thefe people this part of the nofe was perforated, to re-
ceive an ornament of the fame kind = they had alfo holes in 
their ears, though nothing was then hanging to them, and: 
had bracelets upon the upper part of their arms, made of 
plaited hair, fo that, like the inhabitants of Terra del Fuego,. 
they fcern to be fond of ornament, though they are abfo-
1ute1y without apparel; and one of them, to whom I had 
given part of an old fuirt, inftead of throwing it over any 
part of his body, tied it as a fillet round his head. They 
brought with then'! a fiih, which they gave us, as we fup .. 
pofed, in return for the fiih that we had given them the day 
before. They feemed to be much pleafed, and in no hafte' 
to leave us, but feeing fOlne of our gentlemen examine their 
canoe with great curiofity and attention, they were alarmed, 
and jmnping immediately into it, paddled away without 

fpeaking, a word. 
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About two, the next morning, the yawl, which had been Thurfdayn,j 

Jeft upon the fuoal, returned? with three tunles ar ... d a large 
ikeat. As it feemed now probable that this fiihery might be 
pro[ecuted with advantage, I fent her out again, after break~ 
faft, for a further fapply. Soon afwr,. three Indians ven-
tured down to Tllpia's tent, and wete fo well pleafed with, 
theix rece.ption~ that one of them went with the canoe to; 

fetch. 
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fetch two others whom we had never feen: when he re· 
turned, he introduced the ftrangers by name, a ceremony 
which, upon fuch occafions, was never omitted. As they 
had received the fiD1. that was thrown into their canoe, when 
they firft approached the iliip, with fo much plea[llre, fome 
fiih was offered to them now, and we were greatly furprized 
to fee that it was received with the greateft indifference: 
they made figns, however, to fame of the people, that they 
fl10uld dre[s it for them, which was immediately done, but 
-after eating a little of it, they threw the refl: to Mr. Banks's 
dog. They ilaid with us all the forenoon, but would never 
venture above twenty yards from their canoe. We now per
ceived that the colour of their fki'n was not fa dark as it ap
peared, what we had taken for their complexion, being the 
effects of dirt and fmoke, in which, we imagined, they con
trived to fieep, notwithftanding the heat of the climate, as 
the only n1eans in their power to keep off [he mufquitos. 
Among other things that we had given them when we firft 
faw them, were fame medals, which we had hung round 
their necks by a riband; and thefe ribands were fo changed 
by fmoke, that we could not eafily rliftinguifh of wh-at colour 
they had been: this incident led us more narrowly to ex
amine the colour of their ikin. While thefe people were 
with us~ we faw two others on the point of land that lay on 
the oppofite fide of the river., at the diftance of about twO 
hundred yards, and by our gla1Tes di[covered them to be a 
woman and a boy; the woman, like the reft, being ftark 
naked. We obferved, tl1at all of them were relnarkably 
clean-limbed, and exceedingly aCtive and nimble. One of 
there fhangers had a necklace of fhells, very prettily made, 
and a bracelet upon his arm, formed of feveral firings, fo as 

to refemble what in England is called gymp: both of them 
had apiece of bark tied over the forehead, and were dif-

figured 
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figured by the bone in the nofe. We thought their Ian- 1770 • 

guage more harih than that of the Hlanders in the South ~ 
Sea, and they were continually repeating the word chtrcau, Thurfday u;. 

which we imagined to be a term expreffing admiration, by 
the manner in which it was uttered: they alfo cried out, 
when they faw any thing new, cher, tut, tut, tut, tut! which. 
probably had a fimilar fignification. Their canoe was not 
above ten feet long, and very narrow, but it was fitted with 
an outrigger, much like thofe of the ifiands, though in every 
ref peer very much inferior: when it was in ihallow water, they 
fet it on with poles, and when in deep, they worked it with 
paddles about four feet long: it contained jufl: four people, 
fo that the people who vifited us to-day went away at two 

. turns. Their lances were like thofe that we had feen in 
Botany Bay, except that they had buta fingle point, which 
in fome of them was the fling of the ray, .and barbed with. 
two or three iharp bones of the faITIe fiill: it was indeed a 
roofl: terrible weapon, and the inflrument which they ufed 
in throwing it, feemed to be formed with more art tl:an any 
we had feen before. About twelve o'clock next G2Y, the FridlY 13~ 

yawl returned, with another turtle, and a large fl-ing-ray, 
and in the evening, was fent out again. 

The next morning, two of the Indians came on board, Satuday 14·. 

but after a iliort flay, went along the iliore, and applied 
themfelves with great diligence to the {hiking of fiih. IVlr. 
Gore, who went out this day with his gun, had the good 
fortune to kill one of the animals which had been fo much 
the fubjeCt of our fpeculation: an idea of it will beft be con-
ceived by the cut, plate XX, without which, the moft accu-
rate verbal defcription would anfwer very little purpofe, as 
it has not fimilitude enough to any animal already knovvn, 
to admit of illuftration by reference. In form, it is n10fi 
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like the gerbua, which it alfo refembles in its motion, as 
has been obferved already, but it greatly differs in fize, the 
gerbua not being larger than a common rat, and this animal, -
when full grown, being as big as a fueep : this individual was 
a young one, much under its full growth, weighing only 
thirty-eight pounds. The head, neck, and ihoulders, are very 
fmall in proportion to the other parts of the body; the tail is 
nearly as long as the body, thick near the rump, and taper
ing towards the end: the fore-legs of this individual were 
only eight inches long, and the hind-legs two and twenty ~ 
its progrefs is by fuccefiive leaps or hops, of a great Iength~ 
in an erect pofture; the fore-legs are kept bent clofe to the 
breaU, and feemed to be of ufe only for digging: the ikin is 
covered with a :£hort fur, of a dark moufe or grey colour 
excepting the head and ears, which bear a flight refemblanc~ 
to thofe of a hare. This animal is called by the natives 
Kanguroo. / 

,The next day, our Kanguroo was dreifed for dinner, and 
proved moil: excellent meat; we might now indeed be faid 
to fare fumptuoufly every day, for we had turtle in great 
plenty, and we aU agreed that they were much better than 
any we had tafted in England, which we imputed to their 
being eaten freih from the fea, before their natural fat had 
been wafted, or their juices changed by a diet and fituation 
fo different from what the fea affords them, as garbage and 
a tub. Moft of thofe that we caught here, were of the kind 
called green turtle, and weighed from two to three hundred 
weight, and when thefe were killed, they were always found 
to be full of turtle grafs, which our naturalifts took to be a 
kind of conferva: two of them were loggerheads, the Belli of 
which was much lefs delicious, and in their ftomachs nothing 
was to be found but ihells. 

In 
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In the morning of the 16th, while the people were em
ployed as ufual in getting the fuip ready for the fea, I 
'Climbed one of the hills on the north fide of the-river, from 
which I had an extenfive view of the inland country, and 
found it agreeably diverfified by hills, vallies, and large 
plains, which in many places were richly covered with 
wood. This evening, we obferved an emerfion of jupiter's 
firft fatellite, which gave 2140 53' 4{of longitude. The 
obfervation which was made on the 29th of June gave 214~ 
42' 30"; the mean is Q I4\-0 48' 7 -:/', the longitude of this place 
weft of Greenwich. 

On the 17th, I fent the Mafier and one of the Mates in the 
pinnace to look for a channel to the northward; and I went 
myfelf with Mr. Banks and Dr. Solander into the woods on 
the other fide of the water. Tupia, who had been thither by 
himfelf, reported, that he had feen three Indians who had 
given him fome roots about as thick as a man's finger, in 
fhape not much unlike a rhadHh, and of a very agreeable 
taile. This induced us to go over, hoping that we :lhould be 
able to improve our acquaintance with the natives: in a very 
little time we difcovered four of them in a canoe, who as foon 
as they faw us came ailiore, and, though they were all {han
gers, walked up to us, without any figns of fufpicion or fear. 
Two of thefe had necklaces of fueHs, which we could not 
per[uade them to part with for any thing we could give 
them: we prefented them however with forne beads, and 
after a iliort flay they departed, We attempted to follow 
thelTI, hoping that they would condut.9: us to fome place 
where we fuould find more of them, and have an oppor
tunity of feeing their women; but they made us underfl:and, 
by figns, that they did not defire our companyo 

At 
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At eight o'clock the next morning, we were vifited by fe. 
veral of the natives, who were now hecome quite familiar. 
One of them, at our defire, threw his lance, which was 
about eight feet long: it ft.ew with a (.,viftnefs and fteadinefs 
that furprifed us, and though it W:},) never more than four 
feet frorn tbe ground, 11: entered deeply into a tree at fifty 
paces diftartce. After this th~y ventured on board, where I 
left them, to. all appearance 111uch entertained, and went 
again with Mr. Banks to take a view of the country; but 
chiefly to indulge an anxious curiofity, by looking round us 
upon the fea, of which our willies almoft perfuaded us we 
had formed an idea more difadvantageous than the truth .. 
After having walked about {even or eight miles along the 
:!hore to the northward, we afcended a very high hill, and 
were foon convinced that the danger of our fituation was at 
leaft equal to our apprehenfions; for in whatever direction 
we turned our eyes, we faw rocks and fhoals without num
ber, and no paifage out to fea, but through the winding 
channels between them, which could not be navigated with
out the lail degree of difficulty and danger. We returned 
therefore to the :Chip, not in better fpirits than when we left 
it; we found feveral natives frill on board, and we were told 
that the turtles, of which we had then no lefs than twelve 
upon the deck, had fixed their attention more than any 
thing elfe in the !hip. 

'fhurfday 19- On the 19th in the morning, we were vifited by ten of the 
natives, the greater part from the other fide of the river, where 
we faw fix or feven more, mofr of them women, and like 
all the refi of the people we had feen in this country, they 
were fiark naked. Our guefts brought with them a greater 
number of lances than they had ever done before, and hav-

- ing laid them up in a tree, they fet a man and a boy to 

watch 
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watch them: the reft then came OT~ board, and we foon per- 1770' 

ceived that they had determined to get aile of our turtle, ~ 
•. h b b-1 dOh Thurfday 19' WIlle was pro a y as great a amty to t em as to us. --

They firft afk~d us, by figns, to give them one; and being 
refufed, they expl'eifed, both by looks and geftures, great 
difappointment and anger. At this time we happened to 

have no viCtuals dre1Ted; but I offered one of them fame bif-
cuit, whieh he fnatched and threw overboard with great dif-
dain. One of them renewed his requeft to Mr. Banks, and 
upon a refufal fiamped with his foot, and pufhed him frOlu 
hilTI in a tranfport of refentment and indignation: having 
applied by turns to almoft every perfon who appeared to 

have any command in the ihip, without fucce[s, they fud-
denly feized two of the turtles, and dragged them towards 
the fide of the !hip where their canoe lay: our people foon 
forced them out of their hands, and replaced them with the 
refl:. They would not however relinquiih their enterprife, 
but n1ade feveral other attempts of the fame kind, in all 
which being equally difappointed, they fuddenly leaped into 
their canoe in a rage, and began to paddle towards the ihore. 
At the fame tilne, I went into the boat with Mr. Banks, 
and five or fix of the ihip's crew, and we got aihore before 
them, where many more of our people were already en-
gaged in various employments; as foon as they landed, they 
feized their arms, and, before we were aware of their de-
fign, they fnatched a brand from under a pitch kettle which 
was boiling, and making a circuit to the windward of the 
few things we had on thore, they fet fire to the grafs in their 
way, with furprifing quicknefs and dexterity: the grafs, 
which was five or fix feet high, and as dryas fiubble, burnt 
with amazing fury; and the fire made a rapid progrefs to-
wards a tent of Mr. Banks'S, y!hich had been fet up for 
Tupia when he was fick, taking in its courfe a [ow and pigs, 
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one of which it [corched to death. Mr. Banks leaped into a 
boar, and fetched fame people from on board, jufl: time 
enough to fave his tent, by hauling it down upon the beach; 
but the fmith's forge, at leaft fuch part of it as would burn, 
was confumed. While this was doing, the Indians went toa / 
place at fome dif1:ance, where (everal of our people were 
wafhing, and where our nets, among which was the feine, 
and a great quantity of linen, were .. laid out to dry; here 
they again fet fire to the grafs, entirely difregarding both 
threats and entreaties. We were therefore obliged to dif
charge a mufquet, loaded with fmall iliot, at one of thenl, 
which drew blood at the diftance of about forty yards, and 
this putting them to flight, we extinguifhed the fire at this 
place before it had made much progrefs; but where the 
grafs had been firft kindled, it fpread into the woods to a 
great diftance. As the Indians were Rill in fight, I fired a. 
mufquet, charged with ball, abreaft of them among the 
mangroves, to convince then1 that they were not yet out of 
our reach: upon hearing the ball they quickened their pace, 
and we foon loft fight of them. We thought they would 
now give us no U'1ore trouble; . but {oon after We heard their 
voices in the woods, "and perceived that they came nearer 
and nearer. I fet out, therefore, with Mr. Banks and three 
or four more, to meet them: when our parties came in fight 
of each other, they halted; except one old man, who came 
forward to meet us: at length he flopped, and having ut
tered fome words, which we were very forry we could not 
underftand, he went back to his companions, and the whole 
body nowly retreated. We found means however to feize 
fome of their darts, and continued to follow them about a 
mile: we then fat down upon fame rocks, from which we 
could obferve their motions, and they alfo fat down a~ 
about an hundred yarcls diHance. After a [hort time

f 
the old 
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11ian again advanced towards us, carrying in his hand a 1,770 • 

lance without a point: he flopped feveral times, at different ~ 
diftances, and fpoke; we anfwered by beckoning and mak- Thurfday 19~ 
ing fuch figns of amity as we could devife; upon which the 
meffenger of peace, as we fuppofed him to be, turned and 
fpoke aloud to his companions, who then fet up their lances 
againfl: a tree, and advanced towards us in a friendly U1an-
ner: when they came up, we returned the darts or lances< 
that we had taken from them, and we perceived with great 

/ fatisfaCtion that this rendered the reconciliation complete. 
We found in this party four per[ons whom we had neve!; 
feen before, who as ufual were introduced to us by name_; 
but the man who had been wounded in the attempt to burn 
our nets and linen, was not among them; we knew how
ever that he could not be dangerouily hurt, by the diftance/ 
at which the :!hot reached him. We made an of them pre
rents of fuch trinkets as we had about us, and they walked; 
back with us towards the :£hip:' as we went al()ng, they told 
us, by figns, that they would not fet fire to the grafs any 
lllore; and we diftributed among them forne mufquet balls" 
and endeavoured to make them underftand their ufe and ef
feCt. When they came abreaft of the :!hip, they fat dOWDi> , 
btlt could not be prevailed upon to come on board; we 
therefore left them, and in about two hours they went 
away, foon after which we perceived the woods on fire at 
about two miles diftance. If this accident had ha ppened a' 
very little while fooner, the confequence n1ighr have been, 
dreadful; for our powder had been aboard but a few daysj. 
and the ftore tent, with n1any valuable things vvhich it con
taine~, had not been removed many hours. "'vVe had no idea 
of the fury with which grafs v{ould burn in this hot climate, 
nor confequently of the difficulty of extinguifhing it; but 
we determined, that if it iliould ever 3-gain be neceiThryfor 

us 
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1770. US to pitCh our tents in fuch a fituation, our firft meafure 
.~ i110uld be to clear the ground round us. 
Thurfday 19. 

Friaay 20. 

£aturday 21. 

Sunday Z 2. 

Monday 23. 

In the afternoon we got every thing on board the iliip, 
new birthed her, and let her fwing with the tide; and at 
night the Mafier returned, with the difcouraging account 
that there was no paifage for the ihip to the northward. 

The next morning, at low water, I went and founded and 
buoyed !he bar, the fuip being now ready for the fea. We 
faw no Indians this day, but all the hills round us for many 
miles were on fire, which at night made a moft {hiking and 
beautiful appearance. 

The 2 d1 paKed without our getting fight of any of the in
habitants, and indeed without a £Ingle incident worth no ... 
tice. On the 22d, we killed a turtle for the day's provifion, 
upon opening which we found a wooden harpoon or turtle
peg, about as thick as a man's finger, near fifteen inches 
long, and bearded at the end, fuch as we had feen among 
the natives, flicking through both fhoulders: it appeared to 
have been flruck a confiderable time, for the wound had 
perfectly healed up over. the weapon. 

Early in the morning of the 23d, I fent fome people into 
the country to gather a fupply of the greens which have 
been before mentioned by the nan1e of Indian Kale; and one 
of them having firaggled from the ref!:, fuddenly fell in with 
four Indians, three Inen and a boy, whom he did not fee 
till) by turning {hort in the wood, he found himfelf an10ng 
them. They had kindled a fire, and were broiling a bird of 
fome kind, and p.art of a Kanguroo, the remainder of which, 
and a cockatoo, hung at a little difiance upon a tree: the 
Ulan, being unarmed, \vas at firf!: greatly terrified; but he 
had the prefen.ce of Hlind not to run avvay, judging very 

rightly, 
'-
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rightly, that he was moil: likely to incur danger by appear- !770 • 
, July. 

ing to apprehend it; on the contrary, he went and fat down I • ' 

_ • • Monda.y Z3. 
by them, and, with an au' of chearfulnefs and good humour,-
offered them his knife, the only thing he had about hitn 
which he thought would be acceptable to them; they re-
ceived it, and having handed it from one to the other, they 
gave it him again: he then made an offer to leave them; 
but this they feemed not difpofed to permit: ftill however he 
diifem bled his fears', and fat down again; they confidered 
him with great attention and curiofity, particularly his 
clothes, and then felt his hands and face, and fatisfied them~ 
felves that his body was of the fame texture with their own. 
They treated him with the greateft civility, and haviag kept 
him about half an hour, they made figns that he Inight de-
part: he did not wait for a fecond difmifiion, but when he 
left them, not taking the direCt way to the fhip, they came 
from their fire and direCted hiln; fo that they well knew 
whence he came. -

In the mean time, Mr. Banks, having made an excurfion 
-on (he other fiqe of the river to gather plants, found the 
greateft part of the cloth that had been given to the Indians 
lying in a heap together, probably as ufelefs lUlnb~r, not 
worth carrying away; and perhaps, if he had fought fur
ther, he might have found the other trinkets; for they 
feemed to fet very little value upon any thing we had, except 
our turtle, which was a commodity that we were Ie aft able 
to fpare. 

The blowing weather, which prevented our -attempt to Tuefday 2 + 

get out to fea, fiill continuing, Mr. Banks and Dr. Solander 
went again out on the 24th to fee whether any new plant 
could be picked up: they traverfed the woods all day with ... 
out fuccefs; but as they were returning through a deep val-
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ley, the fides of which, though almoft as perpendicular as; 
a wall, were covered with trees and' bullies; they found: 
lying upon the ground feveral marking nuts, the Anacardiutn,! 
orientale; thefe put them upon a new [cent, and they made a
moil: diligent fearch after the tree that bore them; which; 
perhaps no European botanift ever faw; but to their great: 
mortification they could not find it: fo that, after fpending' 
much time, and cutting down four or five trees; they re
turhed quite exhaufled with fatigue to thefhip. 

On the 25th, having made an excurfion up the river, r 
found a canoe belonging to our friends the Indians, whom: 
we had not feen fince the-affair of the turtle; they had lefte 

it tied to fame mangroves, about a mile diflant from thft 
ihip, and I could fee by their fires that they were retited at 
leaft fix llliles direCtly inland. 

As Mr. Banks was again gleaning the country for his Na .. , 
tural Riflory on the 26th, he had the good fortune to take 
an animal of the OpojJum tribe: it was a female, and with it ~ 

he took two young ones: it was found much torefemble the 
remarkable animal of the kind, which Monf. de- Buffon has 
defcribed in his Natural Hiftory by the name of Phalanger, 
but it was not the fame. Monf. Buffon fuppofes this tribe to 
be peculiar to America, but in this he is certainly miftaken; 
and probably, as Panas has obferved in his Zoology, the 
Phalanger it[elf is a native of the Eaft Indies, as the animal 
~"vhich was caught by Mr. Banks refembled it in the extra,.. 
ordinary conformation of the feet, in which it differ&- from 
animals of every other tribe. 

On the 27th, Mr. Gore iliot a Kanguroo, which, with the 
l},:jn, entrails, and head, weighed eighty-four pounds. Upon 
exarDination, however, we found that this animal was not at' 
its full growth, the innermoft grinders not being yet formed. 

5 We 
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'We dreffed it for dinner the next day; but to our great dif~ 
"appointment, we found it had a much worfe flavour than 
·that ,we had eaten before. 

The wind continued in the fame quarter, and with the 
fame violence, till five o'clock in the morning of the 29th, 
when it feU calm; 'foon after a light breeze fprung up from 
;the land, and it being about two hours ebb, I fent a boa.t to 

fee what water was upon the bar; in the mean time we got 
the anchor up, and made all ready to put to fea.But when 
,the boat came back, the officer reported that there was only 
thirteen, feet water upon the bar, which was fix inches lees 
,than the !hip drew. We were therefore obliged to come t~ 
.and the fea breeze fetting in again abouteightQ'dock, we 
;gave up all hope of failing that day. 

We had frefh gales-at S.,E. with hazy weather and rain, 
till two in the morning of the 31ft, when the weather being 
:fomething more moderate, Thad thDughts of trying to warp 
;the ihip aut of the harbour; but upon going out myfelf 
:lirft, in the boat, I found it ftill blow too frefh for the at
,tempt. Duriqg all this time the pinnace and yawl continued 
'to ply the net and hook with tolerable fuccefs; fometimes 
taking a turtle, and frequently bringing in frolll two to three 
hundred weight of fiih. 

On the dl:of Auguft, the carpenter examined the pumps) 
:and, to 0ur great mortification, found thein aU in a flate of 
,decay, owing, as he faid, to the fap'shaving been left in the 
wood; one of them was fo rotten as, when hoifted up, to 
,drop to pieces, and the ref!: were little better; fo that our 
,chief truft was now in the foundnefs of our vefTel, which 
happIly did not ,admit more tha,n one inch of water in an 
hour ... 

At 
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At fix o'clock in the morning of Friday the,. 3d, we nlade 
another unfuccefsful attempt to warp the iliip out of the 
harbour; but at five o'clock in the ·morning of the 4th, 
our efforts had a better effect, and about feven, we got once 
more under fail, with a light air from the land, which foon 
died away, and was followed by the fea-bfeezesfrom S. E. 
by S. with which we frood off to fea E. by N. having the 
pinnace ahead, which was ordered to keep founding conti .. 
nually. The yawl had been fent to the turtle bank, to take 
up the net which had been left there; but as the wind freih
ened, we got out before her. A little before noon we an~ 
chored in fifteen fathom water, with a fandy bottom; for I 
did not think it fafe to run in among the ihoals, till I had 
well viewed them, at low-water, from the maft-head,. which 
might determine ine which way to freer: for -as yet I was 
in doubt whether I fhould beat back to the fouthward, round 
all the fhoals, or feek a pa{fage to the eaftward or the north. 
ward, all which at prefent appeared to be equally difficult 
and dangerous. When we were at anchor the harbour from 
which we failed bore S. 70 W. diftant about five leagues; the 
northermoft point of the main in fight, which I named CAPE 
BEDFORD, and which lies in latitude ISO 16" S., longitude 
214 Q 45' W. bore N. 20 W. diilant three leagues and a half;: 
but to the N. E. of this Cape we could fee land which had 
the appearance of two high ifiands: the turtle banks b0fe 
,eafi, diftant one mile: our latitude by obfervation was· 
I S° 32' S. and our depth of w~ter in franding off from the 
land was from three and an half to fifteen faihom~ 
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C HAP. VII. 

Departure from Endeavour Ri'ver; a particular Defcrip

tion of the Harbour there, in which tbe Sbipwas refitted, 
the adjacent Country, and feveral lJlands near the Goafl : 
the Range from Endeavour River to the Northern Ex
tremity of the Country, and the Dangers of that Navi;...
galion. 

T o the harbour which we had now left, I gave the name r770 ' 

of ENDEAVOUR RIVER. It is only a fmall bar harbour, ~~ 
or creek, which runs in a winding channel three or four Saturday 4 .. · 

leagues inland, and at the head of which there is a fmall 
brook of frefh water: there is not depth of water for ihip-
ping above a mile w>ithin the bar, and at th~s diftance only 
on the north fide, where the bank is fo fleep for near a,i 

quarter of a mile, that a 1hip fi1ay lie afloat at low water, fo, 
near the fhore as to reach it with a ftage, and the fitua.tion is 
extremely convenient for heaving down; but at low water, 
the depth upon the bar is not more than nine or ten feet, nor 
more than feventeen or eighteen at the height of the tide;, 
the difference between high and low water, at [pring tides, 
being about nine feet. At the new and full of the moon it 
is high water between nine and ten o'clock: it muft alfo be' 
remembered, that this part of the coaft is fo barricaded, with, 
fuoals, as to make the harbour ftill more difficult of accefs ; 
the fafeft approach is from the fouthwarcl, keeping the' main 
land clofe upon the board aU the way. Its fituatioll may 
always be found by the latitude, which has been very accu-
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rately laid down. Over the fouth point is f01ne 'high land, 
but the north point is formed by a low fandy beach, which 
extends about three miles to the northward, where the land 
begins again to be high. 

The chief refrefhment that we procured here, was turtle, 
'but as they were not to be had without going five leagues 
out to rea, and the weather was frequently tempeftuous, we 
did not abound with this dainty: what we caught, as well as 
thefifh, was always equally divided among us all by 
weight, the lneanefi perfon on board having the fame ihare 
asmyfelf; and I think every commander, in fuch a voyage 
as this, will find it his intereft to follow the fame rule. 1n 
feveral parts of the fandy beaches, and Jand hilis near the 
fea, we found purilain, and a kind of bean that grows upon 
a ftalk, wbich creeps along the ground: the purilain we 
-found very good when it was boited, and the ~beans are not 
<to be defpif~d, for we found them of great ferviceto our 
nck: the beft greens, however, that could ,be .procured here, 
,were the tops of the coceos, whiehhave been 'mentioned al
ready, as known in .the Weft Indies by the .name of Indian 

kale: thefe wer-e, .in ,our opinion, not much inferior to 

fpinnage, which in 'tai1e they fomewhat refemble; the roots 
indeed are not ,good, hut they might probably be nleliorated 
by proper eultiva-tion. They are found here chiefly in boggy 
:ground. The few ,cabbage palms that we nlet with, were 
in general fmall, .and yielded fo littleeabbGl;ge that ,ther 
were not worth feeking. 

Befides the kanguroo, and the,opollum that have been al
ready m·entioned, ancia kind of polecat, there are wolve~ 
upon this part of the eoaft" if w.e were not deceived by the 
tracks upcm the ground, and feveral fpecies of ferpeots.; 
[orne of the ferpents are venomous, and fome har-rulefs: 

there 
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there are no tame animals here except dogs, and of there we 
faw but two or three, which frequently caIne about the 
tents, to pick up the fcraps and bones that happened to lie 
[cattered near them. There does not indeed feern to be 
many of any animal, except the kanguroo; we fcarcely fa", 
any other above once, but this we met with almoft every 
time we went into the woods. Of land fowls we faw crows, 
kites, hawks, cockatoos of two forts, one white and the
other black, avery beautiful kind'of loriquets, fome parrots? 
pigeons 'of two or three forts, and feveral fmall birds not 
known in Europe; The water fowls are herns, whiftling 
ducks, which perch, and, I believe, rooft upon trees, wild 
geefe, curlieus, and. a few others, but thefe do not abound, 
The face of the country, which has been occafionally men~' 
rioned, before, isag~'eea hI y diverfified by hill and valley, lawn 
and wood.. The foil of the hills is hard, dry, and ftony~; 
yet it produces coarfe grafs befides wood: the foil of the 
plains and vallies is in fome places fand; and in fome clay; 
in fome-alfo it is rocky. and flony,. like the hills; in general, 
however-, it is well clothe,d, and has at leaf!: the appearance' 
of fertility. The whole country, both hill and valley, wood~ 
and plain, abounds with ant hills, fome of which are fix or 
eight feet high, and: twice as much in circumference. The 
trees here are not of many forts; the gum tree, which we' 
found on the fouthem part of'thecoafl:, is the moft common" 
t)ut here it is not fo large: on each fide of the river,· through; 
irs whole courfe" there are mangroves in great numbers), 
which in fome places extend a mile within the co aft. The 
country is in all parts well watered; there being fevei'al fine 
rivulets at a fmall diftance from each other, but none in the 
place where we lay, at leail not during the time we were 
there, which was the dry feafon; we were however wen: 
fupplied with water by fprings, which we,re not far off. 
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In the afternoon of the 4th, we had a gentle breeze at S. E. 
"'-

and clear weather, but as I .did not intend to fail till the 
morning, I fent all the boats to the l-:eef, to get what turtle 
and fheU fifh they could. At low water, I went up to the 
maft-head, and took a view of .the fuoals, ~hich made a 
very threatening appearance: I could fee feveral at a remote 
diftance, and part of many of them was above water. The 
fea appeared moil: open to the north eail: of the turtle reef,. 
and I came to a refolution to ftretch out that way dofe upon 
a wind, becaufe if we fhould find no paffagc, we could al
ways return the way we went. In the evening, the boats 
brought in a turtle, a fling-ray, and as many :large cockles 
as came to about a pound and a half a man, for in each of 
them there was not lefs than two pounds of meat: in the 
night alfo we caught feveral fharks, which, though not a 
dainty, were .an acceptable increafe of our frefh provifion. 

In the Inorning, I waited till half ebb before I weighed, 
becau[e at that time the fhoals begin to appear, but the 
wind then blew f6 hard that I was obliged to remain at an
chor: in the aft~rnoon, however, the gale becoming IIlOre 
llloderate, we got under fail, and flood out upon a wind 
N. E. by E.leaving ~he J\lrt!Y reef to windward, and having the 
pinnace founding ahe,ad; we had pot ~ept this courfe long, 
before we di[cov,ere<:l ih.oals before u.s, ~nd upon both the 
bows; and at haH ;an hour after fO;\.;1r, having run about 
.eight miles, the pinnace made the f.ignq.l for fuoal water, 
whel:e we little expeCted it: upon this '\ve ta~ked, and flood 
on and off, while the pinn.ace flr~tJ:h,ed farther to the eail.,. 
ward, and night appro;;tching, I camv: to an an~hor in twenty 
fathom water, with ,a Ull;tddy bottom. Endeavou. River 
then bore S. 52 "y. Cape B,edford W. by N. -::. N. diftant five 
leagues, the northermoft land in fight, which had the ap
Fearance Df ;;tn iiland, N.; and a ili'oq.l, a fmall fandy part 

of 
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of which appeared above water1 bore N. E. diftant between I77f}· 
Auguft. 

two and three miles: in ftanding off from. turtle reef to this '-v---J, 

1 1 d f 
.c Sunday 5' 

p ace, we Ja rom 10urteen to twenty fathom water, but 
when the pinnace was about a mile farther to the E. N. E. 
there was no more than four or five feet water, with rocky 
ground; a.nd yet this did not appear to us in the !hip. In 
the morning of the 6th, we had a f!:rong gale, fo that inftead Monday 6~ 

of weighing, we were, obliged to veer away ll10re cable, and 
firike our top-gallant yards. At low water, n1yfelf, with 
feveral of the officers, kept a look-out at the maft-head, to 
fee if any paifage could be difcovered between the fhoals, 
but nothing was in view except breakers, extending from 
the S. round by the E. as far as N. W. and out to fea beyond 
the reach of our fight; thefe breakers, however, did not ap-
pear to be caufed by one continued fuoal, but by feveral, 
which lay detached from each other: on that which lay 
fartheft, to the eaftward, the fea broke very high, which 
111ade me think it was the outermoft, for upon many of thefe 
within, the breakers were inconfiderable, and from about. 
half ebb to half flood, they were not to be feen at all, which 
Inakes failing among them flill more dangerous, efpecially 
as the fuoals here confift principally of coral rocks, which 
are as fleep as a wall; upon forne of them however, and ge-
nerally at the north end, there are patches of fand, which 
are covered only at high water, and which are to be difcerned 
at fome diftance. Being now convinced that there was no 
paffage to fea, but through the labyrinth formed by thefe 
fhoals, I was altogether at a 10fs which way to fleer, when 
the weather ihould pennit us to get under {aiL It was the 
i'/Iailer's cpinion, that we fhould beat back the way we 
came, but this would have been an endlefs labour, as the 
wind blew ftrongly from that quarter, almofi without inter
.million; on the other hand, if no l)aifage could be found to 
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the northward, we ihould be compelled to take that meafure 
at laft. Thefe anxious deliberations engaged us till eleven 
o'clock at night, when the ihipdrove, and obliged us to 
veer away to a cable and one third, which brought her up; 
but in the morning, the gale increafing, {he drove again, 
and we therefore let go the fmall bower, and veered away 
to a whole cable upon it, and two cables on the other an
chors, yet fhe ftill drove,! though not fo faft; we then got. 
down top-gallantmafl:s, and ftruck the yards and top-mafts 
clore down, and at lail had the fatisfaCtion to find that ihe 
rode. Cape Bedford now bore W. S. 'vV. diftant three leagues 
and an half,and in this fituation we had ihoals to the eaft
ward, extending from the S. E. by S. to the N. N. W. the 
neareR: of which was about two miles difl:ant. As the gale 
continued, with little remiffion, we rode till feven o'clock im 
the lllorning of the roth" when, it being more moderate, we 
weighed, and flood in for the land, having at length deter
mined to feek a paffage along the ihore to the northward, 
:frill keeping the boat ahead: dur~ng our run in we had from 
nineteen to twelve fathom: after fianding in about an hour, 
we edged away for three fmall ifiands that lay N. N. E. -;,- E. 
three leagues from Cape Bedford, which the Mailer had· 
vifited while we were in port. At nine o'clock, we were 
abreafl of them, and between them and the main: between 
us and the Inain there was another low ifland, which lies 
N. N. W. four miles from the three ifiands; and in this 
channel we had fourteen fathom water. The northermoft 
point of land in fight now bore N. N. W. -; W. diflant about 
two leagues. Four or five leagues to the north of this head 
land, we faw three ifiands, near which lay forne that were 
f!:ill fmaller, and we could fee the ilioals and reefs without 
us, extending to the northward, as far as thefe iilands; be .. 
\tween thefe reefs and the head land) we directed our courfe, 

leaving 
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leaving to the eaftward a fmall iiland, which lies N. by E. 
difiant four miles from the three iilands. At noon, we 
were got between the head land and the three iilands: from 
the head land we were difiant two leagues, and from· the 
iilands four; our latitude, by obfervation, was 140 51'. We 
now thought we faw a clear opening before us, ar..d hoped 
that we were once m.ore out of danger; in this hope, how~ 
ever, we foon found ourfelves difappointed, and for that 
reafon I called the head land CAPE FLATTER Y. It lies in lati
tude 14° 56'S. longitude 2140 43'W. and is a lofty promontory, 
making next the fea in two hills, which have a third behind 
them, with low fandy ground on each fide: it may however 
be frill better known by the three iflands out at fea: the 
northermoft and largefl: lies about five leagues from the 
Cape, in the direction of N. N. E. From Cape Flattery the 
land trends away N. W. and N. "V. by W. "Ve fleered along 
the fhore N. W. by W. till one o'clock, for what we thought 
the open channel, when the petty officer at the mafi-hea.d 
cried out that he faw land ahead, extending quite round to 
the iilands that lay without us, and a large reef between 
us and them: upon this I ran up to the mait-head myfelf, 
from whence I very plainly faw the reef, which was now fo 
far to windward, that we could not weather it, but the land 
ahead, which he had fuppofed to be the Inain, appeared to 
me to be only a dufter of fmall iilands. As foon as I got 
down from the maft-head, the Mafier, and fOlne others went 
up, who all inufred that the land ahead was not iilands, but 
the main, and to make their report frill more alarming, they 
faid that they faw breakers all round us. In this dilemma, 
we hauled upon.J. wind in for the land, and made the fignal 
for the boat that was founding ahead to come on board, but 
as the was far to- leeward, we were obliged to edge away to 

take her up, and [oon after ,ve came to an anchor, under a 
4 G 2 point 

S9S 

1170 • 
Auguft. 

'---v---I 
Friday 10. 



596 

1770 • 
Augull-. 
~--' 

Friday 10. 

LIE UTE NAN T GO 0 K' s V 0 Y AGE 

point of the main, in fomewhat lefs tha:n five fathom, ana 
at about the diftance of a mile froin the fhore. Cape Flattery 
no\v bore S. E. diftant three leagues and an half. As foon as 
the {hip was at anchor, I went aihore upon the point, which 
is high, an d afforded me a good view of the fea coafi, trend
ing away N. VV. by W. eight or ten leagues, which, the wea
ther not being very clear, was as far as I could fee. Nine or . 
ten fmall low- iliands, and fOlne ihoals, appeared off the 
coaft; I fawalfo fame large ihoals between the ma,in and the 
three high ifiands, without which, I was clearly of opinion 
there were more iilands, and not any part of the main. Ex
cept the point I was now upon, which I called POINT LOOK

OUT, and Cape Flattery, the main land, to the northward of 
Cape Bedford, is low, and chequered with white fand and 
green buihes, for ten or twelve miles inland, beyond which 
it rifes to a confiderable height. To the northward of Point 
Look-out, the coaft appeared to be fuoal and fiat, for a con
fiderable diftance, which did not encourage the hope that 
the channel we had hitherto found in with the land would 
continue. Upon this point, which was narrow, and con
filled of the fineft whitefand we had ever [een, we difcovered 
the footfteps of people, and we faw alfo fmoke and fire at a 
diftance up the country. ' 

In the evening, I returned to the :iliip, and refolved the 
next morning to vifit one of the high i!lands in the offing, 
from the top of which, as they lay five leagues out to fea, I 
hoped to difcover HlOre diftinCtly the fituation of the !hoals, 
and the channel between them. 

~3turday n. In the morning therefore, of the I !th, I fet out in the pin-
nace, accompanied by Mr. Banks, whofe fortitude and curi
ofity made him a party in every expedition, for the norther
moft and largeft of the three iilands, and at the fame time I 

fent 
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{ent the Mafler in the yawl to leeward, to found between the J77J, 

low ifiands and the main. In my way, I paffed over a reef l..~~:':" 
of co 1 k d.r: d h"' 1 I" b 1 f Saturday 11. ra roc an J.alY, W le:1. les a out two eagues r01n 
the iiland, and I left another to leeward, which lies about 
three miles from it: on the north part of the reef, to the lee
ward, there is a low fandy iil,and, with trees upon it; and 
upon th.e reef which vve paifed over, we faw feveral turtle: 
we chafed one or two, but having little time to fpare, and 
the '"vind blovJ'ing frefh, we did not take any. 

About one o'clock, we reached the iiland, and immediately 
afcended the highei,l hill, with a mixture of hope and fear, 
proportioned to the importance of our bufinefs, and the un
certainty of the event: when I looked round, I difcovered a 
reef of rocks, lying between two and three leagues without 
the iilands, and extending in a line N. vV'. and S. E. farther 
than I could fee, upon which the fea broke in a dreadful 
ftid; this however made me think that there were no !hoals 
beyond them, and I conceived hopes of getting without 
thefe, as I perceived feveral breaks or openings in the reef, 
and deep water between that and the ifiands. I continued 
upon this hill till funfet, but the vv-eather was fo hazy during 
the whole tilne that I came down much difappointed. After 
reflecting upon what I had feen, and comparing the intelli
gence I had gained with what I expeCted, I determined to 

flay upon the ifland all night, hoping that the morning 
Inight be clearer, and afford lnc a more diftincr and com pre
henfive view. We therefore took up our lodging under the 
ihelter of a buih which grew upon the beach, and at three 
in the morning, having fent the pinnace with one of the Sunday <2, 

Mates whom I had brought out with me, to found between 
the Wand and the reefs, and examine what appeared to be a 
channel through them, I climbed the hill a fecond time; but 
to lllrY great difappointnlent found the weather much more 

4 hazy 



LIEU"TENANT COOK's VOYAGE 

1770. hazy than it had been the day before. 
AugUli. d h' b f ......-.-.---.J nace returne, avmg een as a1' as 

A bout noon the pin~ 
the reef, and founq. 

\.Sunday IZ. berween fifteen and twenty-eight fathom of water; but_ it 

blew fa hard that the Mate did not dare to venture into one 
Df the channels, which he faid appeared to him to be very 
narrow: this however did not difcourage me, for I judged 
frOln his defcription of the place he had been at, that he had 
feen it to difadvantage. 'iVhile I was bufy in my furvey, Mr. 
Banks was attentive to his favourite purfuit, and picked up 
feveral plants which he had not before feen. We found the 
Hland, which is vifible at twelve leagues difl:ance, to be about 
eight leagues in circumference, and in general very rocky 
and barren. On the north weft fide, however, there are 
forne fandy bays, and fame low land, which is covered with 
long thin grafs, and trees of the fame kind with thofe upon 
the main: this part alfo abounded with lizards of a very 
large fize, fome of which we toole We found alfo freih 
water in two places.; one was a running {hearn, but that 
was a little brackifh where I tafted it, which was cl~fe to the 
fea; the other was a ftanding pool, clore behind the fandy 
beach, and this was perfectly fweer and good. Notwith
{tanding the diftance of this iiland from the main, we faw, 
to our great furprize, that it was fon1etimes vifited by the 
natives; for we found [even or eight ffalnes of their huts, 
and vail heaps of fuells, th~ fifh of which we fuppofed had 
been their food. We obfervedthat all thefe huts were built 
upon eminences, and entirely expo[ed to the S. E. contrary 
to thofe which we had feen upon the Inain; for they were 
all built either upon the fide of a hill, or under rome bufhes
which afforded them ihe1tcr from the wind. From there 
huts, and their fituation, we .concluded that at fame feafons 
of the year the weather here is invariably calm and fine; for 
the inhabitants have no hoat which can navigate .the fea to 

fo 
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fo great a difiance, in fuch weather as we had from the time of 
our firfi coming upon the coaft. As we faw no animals upon 
this place but lizards, I called it LrZAR D ISLAND; the other 
two high Wands, which lie at the diftance of four or five miles 
from it, are comparatively fmall; and near them lie three 
others fmaller ftill, and low, with feveral {hoals or reefs, 
efpecially to the S. E. : there is however a clear paffage from 
Cape Flattery to thefe iilands, and even quite to the outward 
reefs, leaving Lizard Iiland to the north weft, and the others 
to the fouth eaft. 

At two in the afternoon, there being no hope of clear 
weather, we fet out from Lizard Ifiand to return to the {hip" 
and in our way landed upon the low fandy iiland with trees 
upon it, which we had remarked in our going out. Upon 
this Wand we faw an incredible number of birds, chiefly 
fea-fowl: we found alfo the neft of an eagle with young 
ones, which we killed; and the neft of forne other bird, we 
knew not what, of a moft enormous fize; it was built with 
flicks upon the ground, and was no lefs than fix and twenty 
feet in circumference, and two feet eight inches high. We 
found alfo that this place had been vifited by the Indians, 
probably to eat turtle, many of which we faw upon the 
ihand, and a great number of their iliells, piled one upon 

another in different places. 

To this fpot we gave the name of EAGLE ISLAND, and 
after leaving it, we fleered S. W. direCtly for the ihip, found~ 
ing all the way, and we had never lefs than eight fathom, 
nor more than fourteen; the fame depth of water that I had 
mund between this and Lizard Uland. 

When I got on board, the Mafier informed me that he had 
been down to the low Wands, between which and the main 
I had direCted him to found 1 that he judged them to lie 

about 
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about three leagues frOln the main; that without them he 
found frOlTI ten to fourteen fathom, and between them and 
the main [even: but that a fiat, which ran two leagues out 
from the main, made this channel narrow. Upon one of 
thefe low iilands he flept, and was aihore upon others; and 
he reported, that he faw every where piles of turtle-il~ells, 
and fins hanging upon the trees in many places, with the 
flefh upon them, fo recent, that the boat's crew eat of them: 
he faw alfo two fpots, clear of grafs, which appeared to have 
been lately dug up, and from the ihape and fize of them he , 
£onjeCtured they were graves. 

After confidering what I had feen myfelf, and the report 
of the Mafier, I was of opinion that the paffageto leeward 
would be dangerous, and that, by keeping in with the main, 
we i1lOuld run theriik of being locked in by the great reef, 
and at Iail: be compelled to ieturn back in fearch of another 
pauage, by which, or any other accident that fuould caufc 
the fame delay, we 1110uld infallibly lofe OUT pafElge to the 
Eafi Indies, and endanger the ruin of the voyage, as we had 
now but htth: more than three months provifions on board 
at fhort allowance. 

Having flated this opinion, and the facers and appearances 
upon which it was f01;lnded, to the officers, it was l1nani
moufly agreed, that the beft thing we could do would be to 

quit the coaft altogether, till we could approach it with lefs 
danger. 

Monday r3. In the morning therefore, at break of day, we got under 
fail, and flood out N. E. for the north wefi end of Lizard 
Iiland, leaving Eagle Iiland to windward, and fome other 
iilands and ihoals to the leeward, and having the pinnace 
ahead to afcertain the depth of water in every part of our 
(ourfe. In this channel we had from nine to fourteen fa-

thom. 
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;.t11om, At noon, the north weft end of Lizard Iiland bore 
:E. S. E. diftantone luile; our latitude by obfervatiol1 was 
14° 38', and our depth of water fourteen fathom. \Ve had 
:a Heady gale at S.E. and by two o'clock we juil fetched to 

windward of one of the channels OJ.' openings in the outer 
reef, which I had {een from the iiland. We now tacked, and' 
made a-ihort trip to the S. W. while the Mafier in the pin~ 
en ace examined the channel: he {oon made the fignal for the 
ihip to follow, and ina ilior't time ihe got fafe out. As foon 
as we had got without the breakers, we had no ground with 
one hundred and fifty fathom, and found a large fea rolling 
in from the S. E. a certain fign that neither land nor illOals 
-were near us in that direCtion. 

Our change of fituation was now vifible in every counte
nance, for it was moft fenfibly felt in every breaft: we had 
been little lefs than three months entangled among ihoals 
;21nd rocks, that every mOlnent threatened us with deftruc
tion; frequently palling our nights at anchor within hear
ir2,Z of the furge that broke over thetll, fometimes driving 
towards rheln even while our anchors were out, and knowing 
that if by any accident, to which an almoft continual tempeft 
~xpofed us, they ihould not hold, we muft in a few minutes 
inevitably periih. But noyv, after having failed no lefs than. 
three hundred and fixty leagues, without once having a 
roan out of the chains heaving the lead, even for a minute,~ 
which perhaps never happened to any other vem~l, we found 
ourfelves in an open fea, with deep water; and enjoyed a 
:flow of fpirits which was equally owing to our late dangers 
and our prefent fecurity: yet the very waves~ which by their 
fwell convinced us that we had no rocks or ihoals to feaT, 
convinced us alfo that we could not fafely put the fame con
fidence in our veife1 as before fhe had f1:ruck ~ for the blows 
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fhe received from them fo widened her leaks, that fhe ad. 
mitted no lefs than nine inches water in an hour, which, 
confidering the flate of our pumps, and the navigation that 
was fl:ill before us, would have been a fubject of more feri-
ous confideration, to people whofe danger had not fo lately 
been fo much luore imminent. 

The paifage or channel, through which we paifed into the 
open fea beyond the reef, lies in latitude 14_ 0 32' S. and may 
always be known by the three high iilands within it, which 
I have called the ISLANDS OF DIRECTION, becaufe by thefe a 
fhanger may find a fafe paffage through the reef quite to the 
luain. The channel lies from Lizard Iiland N. E. ~ N. diftant 
three leagues, and is about one third of a n1ile broad, and 
not more in length. Lizard Iiland whicn is, as I have before 
obferved, the largeft and t:he northermoft of the three, af
fords fafe anchorage under the north weft fide, frefh water ,_ 
and wood for fuel. The low iflands and fhoals alfo which 
lie between it and the main abound with turtle and fifh, 
which may probably be caught in all feafons of the year, 
except when the weather is very tern peftuous; fo that, an 
things' confidered, there is not perhaps a better place for 
:£hips to refrefh at upon the whole coafl than this iilancl. 
And before I difmifs it, I muft obferve, that we found upon 
it j as well as upon the beach in and about Endeavour River, 
baluboos, cocoa nuts, pumice fione, and the feeds of plants 
which are not the produce of this country, and which it is 
reafonable to fuppofe are brought from the eaftward by dTe 
trade winds. The iilands which were difcovered by ~iros," 
and called Auftralia del' Efpiritu Santa, lie in this parallel-

, , 
but how far to the eaftward cannot now be afcertained: in 
moft charts they are placed in the falne longitude with this; 
!Country, which, as appears by the account of his voyage: 
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that has been publHhed, he never faw; for that places his 
difcoveries no lefs than two and twenty degrees to the eaft
ward of it. 

As foon as we were without the reef, we brought tOJ and 
having hoifted in the boats, we flood off and on upon a wind 
all night; for I was not willing to run to leeward till I had a 
whole day before me. In the morning, at day-break, Lizard 
Hland bore S. IS E. diftant ten leagues; and we then made 
fail and flood away N. N. W. -;. W. till nine o'clock, when we 
flood N. W. + N. having the advantage of a fre{h gale at S. E. 
At noon, our latitude by obfervation was 13 0 46' S. and at this 
time we had no land in fight. At fix in the evening we 
ihortened fail and brought the :lhip to, with her head to the 
N. E.; and at fix in the morning made fail and fleered weft, 
in order to get within fight of the land, that, I might be fure 
not to over{hoot the paifage, if a paffage there was, between 
this land and New Guinea. At noon, our latitude by obfer
varion was 13 0 2' S., longitude 216° W.; which was 1 0 23' W. 
of Lizard Hland: at this time we had no land in fight; but a 
little before one o'clock, we faw high land from the maft-head, 
bearing W.S.W. At two, we faw lTIOre land to the N. W . 
.of that we had feen before: it appeared in hills, like iilands; 
but we judged it to be a continuation of the main land. 
About three, we difcovered breakers between the land and 
the iliip, extending to the fouthward farther than we could 
fee; but to the north we thought we faw them terminate 
abreaft of us. What we took. for the end of them in this 
direCtion) however, foon appeared to be only an opening in 
the reef; for we prefently faw them again, extending north
ward beyond the reach of our fight. Upon this we hauled 
clofe upon a wind, which was now at E. S. E. and we had 
fcarcely trimn1ed our fail--6 before it came to E. by N. which 
was right upon the reef, and confequently made our clear-
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ing it doubtful. At funfet the northermofl: part of it thte: 
was in fight bore from us N. by E. and. was two or three: 
leagues diflant; this however being, the beft tack to clear it,... 
we kept ftanding to the northward with all the fail we couler-' 
fet till midnight; when, being afraid of Handing' too far in 
this direcrion~ we tacked and flood tothe-fouthward', our run 
from funfet to this time being fix leagues N. and N. by E~ 
When we had flood. about two miles S,.8. E. it fell calm; we 
had founded feveral times during the night, but had no botq 

tom with one hundred and forty fathom, neither had we . 
any ground now with the fame length of line; yet, about 
four in the morning, we plainly heard. the roaring of. the 
furf, and at break of day faw it foaming toa vaft height, at 
not more than a mile's diftance. OUf diflrefs now returned 
upon us with double force; the waves which ;:;:.:, in upon· 
the reef~ carried us towards it very fafl; we cO'uld JC,;::a:ch no 
ground with an anchor, and had not a breath of wind for 
the [ail. In this dreadful fituation, no refource wZ'.:'3 left us 
but the boats; and to aggravate our misfortune the pinnace 
was under repair: the longboat and yawl however were put 
into the water, and rent ahead to tow, which) by the help of 
our [weeps abaft, got the {hip's head round to the north
ward; which, if it could not prevent our deftruCtion, might 
at leaft delay it. But it was fix o'clock before this was ef
fec..'l:ed, and we were not then a hundred yards frOln the 
I"ock upon which the fame billow which wafhed the 
fide of the ihip, broke to a tremendous height the very 
next time it ro[e; [0 that between us and deflruCtion there 
was only a dreary valley, no wider than the bafe of one 
wave, and even now the fea under us 1Nas unfathOlnable at . , 
leafl no bottom was to be found with a hundred and twenty 

. fathom. During this fcene of diftrefs the carpenter had 
found means to patch up the pinnace; fo that ihe was 
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noifled out, and rent ahead, in aid of the other boats, to tow; 
but all our efforts would have be~n ineffeCtual,- if, juft at 
this crifis of our fate, a light air of wind had not fprung up, 
fo light, that at any other time we fhould not have obferved
it, but which was enough to turn the fcale in our favour, 
and, in conjunction with the affiftance which was afforded 
us by the boats, to give the :!hip a perc~ptible motion ob
liquely from the reef. Our hopes now revived; but in lefs
than ten minutes it was again a dead calm, and the iP-ip' 
was again driven towards the breakers, which' were not 
now two hundred yards difl:ant. The fame light breeze 
however returned before we had loft all the ground it had 
enabled us to gain, and lafted about ten minutes more. 
Du:ring this time we difcovered a fmall opening in the reef, 
at about the diftance of a quarter of a mile: I jmrnediately 
fent one of the Mates to examine it, who reported that its 
breadth was not mote than the length of the fhip, but that 
within it there was fmooth water: this difcovery feerned to 

render our efcape pollible, and that was all, by puihing the 
fhip through the opening, which was immediately at
tempted. It was uncertain indeed whether we could reach, 
it; but if we fhould fucceed thus far, we made no doubt of 
being able to get through: in this however we. \vere di[1.p
pointed, for having reached- it by the joint affifl:ance of our 
boats and the breeze, we found that in the mean time it had 
become high water, and to our great furprize we B1et the 
tide of ebb rufhing out of it like a luil1..,fl:ream. "\;Ve gained 
however fome advantage, though in a manner direl1:Iy con~ 
uoary to our expec'1:ations; we found it impofiible to go! 
through the opening, but the ftream that prevented lIS, car
ried us out about a quarter of a mile: it was too narrow for
us to keep in it longer; yet this tide of ebb [0 much ailifted 
the boats that by noon we had got an offing of near two, 

miles.-
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1770. miles. We had, however, reafon to defpair of deliver ... -
c.:~ ance, even if the breeze, which had now died away, 
Thurfday 16. fhould revive, for we were fl:ill ernbayed in the reef; and the 

tide of ebb being fpent, the tide of flood, notwithfl:and ... 
ing our utrnoft efforts, again drove the :£hip into the bight. 
About this time, however, we faw another opening, near a 
mile to the weftward, which I immediately fent the Firft 
Lieutenant, Mr. Hicks, in the fmall boat to examine: in the 
mean time we ftruggled hard with the flood, fometimes 
gaining a little, and fometimes lofing; but every man frill 
did his duty, with as much calmnefs and regularity as if no 
danger had been near. About two o'clock, Mr. Hicks re
turned with an account that the opening was narrow and 
dangerous, but that it might be paired: the pollibility of 
pailing it was fufficient encouragement to make the attempt, 
for all danger waslefs imminent than that of our prefent 
fituation. A light breeze now fprung up at E. N. E. with 
which, by the help of our boats, and the very tide of flood 
that without an opening would have been our deftruction, 
we entered it, and were hurried through with alnazing ra
pidity, by a torrent that kept us from driving againft either 
fide of the channel, which was not lllore than a quarter of a 
mile in breadth. vVhile we were [hooting this gulph, our 
foundings were from thirty to feven fathom, very irregular, 
and the ground at bottom very foul. 

As foon as we had got within the reef we anchored in 
nineteen fathom, over a bottom of coral and :!hells. And 
now, fuch is the viciiIitude of life, we thought ourfelves 
happy in having regained a fituation, which but two days 
before it was the utmoft objeCt of our hope to quit. Rocks 
.and fhoals are always dangerous to the mariner, even where 
their fituation has been afcertained; they are more dange
,fOU,S in feas which have never before been navigated, and in 

this 
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this part of the globe they are nl0redangerous than in any 
other; for here they are reefs of coral· rock, rifing like a 
wall almofl: perpendicularly out of the unfathomable deep, 
al ways overflowed at high-water, and at low-water dry in 
many places; and here the enormous waves of the vaft 
Southern Ocean, lueeting with fo abrupt a refiftance, break, 
with inconceivable violence, in a furf which no rocks or 
florms in the northern henrifphere can produce. The dan-
ger of navigating unknown parts of d:.;.is ocean was now 
greatly increafed by our having a crazyihip, and being ihort 
of provifions and every other neceffary; yet the dii1:inCtion 
of a firft difcoverer made us chearfully encounter every dan-
ger, and fubmit to every inconvenience ;. and we chofe ra-
ther to incur the cenfure of ilnprudence and temerity, which 
the idle and voluptuous fo liberally beftow upon unfuccefs-
ful fortitude and perfeverance, than leave· a country which 
we had difcovered unexplored, and give colour to a charge 
-of timidity and irrefolution. 

Having now congratulated ourfelves upon getting withia 
the reef, notwithfianding we had fo lately congratulated 
ourfelves upon getting without it, I refolved to keep the 
mainland on board in my future route to the northward, 
whatever the confequence might be; for if we had nm¥ 
gone without the reef again, it might have carried us fo far 
from the coaft, as to prevent my being able to determine, 
whether this country did, or did not, join to New Guinea; a 
queftion which I was determined to refolve from my firft 
coming within fight of land. However, as I had experienced 
the difadvantage of having a boat under repair, at a time 
when it was poffible I might want to ufe her, I determined 
to remain faft at anchor, till the pinnace was perfel'tly re
fitted. As I had no emploYluent for the other boats, I fent 
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'ments could be procured, and Mr. Banks, in his little boat~ 
accompanied by Dr. Solander, went with them. In this fitu~ 
ation I found the variation by amplitude and azimuth to be 
4 0 9' E.; and at noon, our latitude by obfervation was 12<> 

38' S. and our longitude 2 16¢ 45' W.' The main land extended 
from 'N. 66 \V. to S. W. by S. and the nearefl: part of it was 
diftant about nine leagues.. The opening through which we 
l1ad paired, I called PROVIDENTIAL CHaNNEL; and this bore 
E. N. E. diftant ten~r twelve miles: on the main la.nd with
in us was a lofty promontory which I called CAPE WEY

MOUTH; on the north fide of wr..ich is a bay, which I called 
WEYMOUTH BAY: they lie in latitude 12° 42' S., longitude 
1270 15' W. At four o'clock in the afternoon the boats re
turned with two hundred and forty pound of th'e llleat of 
fhell-fifh, chiefly of cockles, fome of which were as much as 
two men could move, and contained twenty pounds of good 
meat. Mr. Banks alfo brought back many curious iheHs, 
and ]y[ollzifca; befides many fpecies of coral, among which 
'was that -called the Tubipora mlfiica. 

At fix o'clock in the morning, we got under fail and flood 
away to the N. W. having two boat£ ahead to direct us; our 
foundings were very irregular, varying five or fix fathonl 
every caft, between ten and twenty-feven. A little before 
noon, we paired a low fandy ifland, which we left on our 
ibrboard fide, at the diftance of two miles. At noon, our 
latitude was I ~o 28', and our diftance from the llla-in about 
four leagues: it extended from S. by W. to N. 71 W. and 
fome [mall iflands fron'l N. 40 \V. to 54 W... Between us and 
the main were feveral ihoah, .and forne without us, befides 
the main or outerrnoft reef, which we could fee from the 
maft-head, firetching away to the N. E. At two in the af
ternoon, as we were fteei-m.g N,'W. by N. we faw a large 
ihoal right ahead,extending three or four points upon each 

bow, 
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bow; upon this we hauled up N. N. E. and N. E. by N. to get 
round the north point of it, which we reached by four, and 
then edged away to the wefrward, and ran between the north 
end of this thoal and another, which lies two miles to the 
northward of it~ having a boat all the way ahead founding; 
O'ur depth of water was frill very irregular, from twenty-two 
to eight fathom. At half an hour after fix, we anchored in 
thirteen fathom: the northermoft of the {mall ifiands feen at 
noon bore W. ~ S. diftant three Illiles: thefe iilands are dif
tinguifhed in the chart by the name of FORBES'S ISLANDS, 

and lie about five leagues from the main, which here forms 
a high point that we called BOLT HEAD, from which thll 
land trends n10re weflerly, and is in that direl'tion all low 
and fandy; to the fouthward it is hig11 and hilly even near 
the fea. 
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At fix in the morning we got again under fail, and fleered Sunday [9' 

for an ifiand which lay at a fmall diftance from the main, 
and at this time bore from us N. 40 W. cliftant about :five 
leagues, our courfe was foon interrupted by :!hoals; how-
ever, by the help of the boats, and a good look-out from the 
top of themaft, we got into a fair channel that led us down 
to the i:lland, between a very large fhoal on ourftarboard 
fide and feveral fmall ones towards the main: in this chan-
nel we had from twenty to thirty fathom water. Between 
eleven and twelve o'clock we hauled round the north eaft 
fide of thei:lland, leaving it between us and the main, froru 
which it is diftant about feven or eight miles. This iDand is 
about a league in circuit, and we faw upon it five of the na-
tives, two of whom had lances in their hands; they came 
down upon a point, and having looked a little \~'hile at the 
iliip, retired. ~o the N. \V. of it are feveral low illands and 
quays, which lie not far from the main; and to the north. 

VOL. II. 4 1 ward 



610 

1770 • 
Augull:. 
~ 

S\lnday 19. 

LIEUTENANT COOK/s VOYAGE 

ward and eailward are feveral other iilands and !hoals; fo 
that we were nowencompaired on every fide: but having 
lately been expofed to much greater danger, and rocks and 
ihoals being grown falniliar, we looked at theln compara
tively with little concern. The main .Jand appeared to be 
low and barren, interfperfed with large patches of the very 
fine whire fand, which we had found upon Lizard Iiland and 
different parts of the main. The boats had feen many turtle 
upon the fhoals which they paired, but it blew too hard for 
them to take any. At noon, our latitude by obfervation was 
12 <), a.nd our longitude 2 I7 0 25': our depth of water was 
fourteen fathom; and our courfe and diftance, reduced to a 
firait line, was, between this time and the preceding noon 
N. 29 W. thirty two miles. 

The main land within the iilands that have been juff men
tioned forms a poiI).t, which I called CAPE GRENVILLE: it 
lies in latitude I I 0 58', longitude .2 J 7" 38'; and between it 
and Bolt Headis a bay, which I called TEMPLE BA Y. At the 
di1tance of nine leagues from Cape Grenville, in the direc
tion of E • .;. N. lie fome high ifiands, which I called SIR: 

CHARLES HARDY's ISLES; and thofe which lie off the Cape I 
called COCKBURN'S ISLES. Having lain by for the boats, 
which had got out of their ftation, till about one o'clock, we 
then took the yawl in tow; and the pinnace having got 
ahead, we filled, and flood N. byW. for fon1e fma11 iilands 
wpich lay in that direction; fuch at leaft they were in appear
ance, but upon approaching them we perceived that they 
were joined together by a large reef: upon this we edged 
away N. W. and left them on our ftarboard hand; we fteered 
between them and the iilands that layoff the Inain, having 
a clear paffage, and from fifteen to twenty-three fathom 
water. At four o~clock, we difcovered fome low iflands and 

rocks, 
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rocks, bearing W. N. '"V. and fiood directly for thenl: at half ,'770 • 
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an hour after fix, we anchored on the north eaft fide of the '-----' 
Sunday 19. 

northermoft of them, at one mile diftance, and in fixteen 
fathom. Thefe iilands lie N. W. four leagues from Cape 
Grenville, and from the number of birds that I faw upon 
them, I called them BIRD ISLES. A little before fun-fet, we 
were in fight of the main land, which appeared all very low 
and fandy, extending as far to the northward as N. W. by N. 
fame ihoals, quays, and low fandy iiles firetching away to 

the N. E. 

At fix o'clock in the morning, we got again under fail, Monday zo~ 

With a freih breeze at E. and fiood away N. N. W. for fame 
low iflands in that direction, but were foon obliged to haul 
clofe upon a wind to weather a ihoal which we difcovered 
upon our larboard bow, having at the fame time others to the 
eaftward: by the time we had weathered this fuoal to lee-
ward, we had brought the iilands well upon our lee bow, 
but feeing fame {hoals run off from. them, ~fnd fame rocks 
on our ftarboard bow, which we did not difcover till \VC 

were very near them, I was afraid to go to windward of the 
iilands, and therefore brought to, and having made the lig-
nal for the pinnace, which was ahead, to come on board, I 
fent her to leeward of the Wands, with orders to keep along 
the edge of the [hoal, which ran off from the fouth fide of 
the fouthermoft iiland, fending the yawl at the fame time, to 
run over the ihoal in fearch pf turtle. As foon as the pin-
nace had got to a proper diftancc, wc wore, and Hood after 
her: as we ran to leeward of this iiland, we took the yawl in 
toW, ihe having feen only one fmall turtle, and therefore 
made but little flay upon the {hoal. The iiland we found to 

be a fmall fpot of fand, with fame trees upon it, and we 
could difcern many huts, or habitations of the natives, 
whom we fuppo[ec1 occaGonally to vifit thefe iilands frOlTI 
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the main, they being only five leagues diftant, to catch 
turtle, when they come afhore to lay their eggs. We con
tinued to ftand after the pinnace N. N. E. and N. by E. for 
two other low iilands, having two :!hoals without us, and 
one between us and the main. At noon, we were about 
four leagues from the main, which we fawextending to the 
northward, as. far as N. W. by N. all flatand fandy. Our la.:. 
timde, by obfervation, was I 1 0 23' S. and our longitude 2! 7~ 
46' W. our foundings were from fourteen to twenty-three fa~ 
thorn; but thefe, as well as the ihoals and iilands, which 
are too numerous to be particularly mentioned, will he heft 
feen upon the chart. By one o'e!ock, we had run nearly the 
length of th~ fouthermofl: of the two iilands in fight, and 
finding that the going to windward of them would carry ·us 
too far from the main, we bore up and ran to leeward, 
where finding a fair open paH'age, we fleered N. by W. in a 
dire&ion parallel to the main, leaving a fmall iiland which 
lay between it and the {hip, and fome low fandy iiles and 
ihoals without us, of all which we loft fight by four o'clock, 
and faw no more before the fun went down: at this time 
the farthefl: part of the land in fight bore N. N. W. -;,- \V. and. 
foon after we anchored in thirteen fathom, upon foft ground,. 
at the diftance of about five leagues frmn the land, wher.c: 
we lay till day-light~ 

Early in the morning, we made fail again, and fleered' 
N. N. \V. by compafs, for the northermofl: land in fight; and 
at this time, we obferved the variation of the needle to be 
SO 6' E. At eight o'clock, we difcovered !hoals ahead, and 
on our larboard bow,. and faw that ~he northermofl: land, 
yvhich we had taken for the main,. ·was detached. from it, 
and that we might pars between. theln,by running to lee
ward of the ihoals on our larboard bow, which. were now 
:near us: we therefore wore and brought to,. fending away 

the 
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the pinnace and yawl to direc..'t us, and then fleered N. W. 
along the S. W. or infide of the fuoars, keeping a good look
out from the mafl-head, and having another fuoal on our 
larboard fide: we found however a good channel of a mile 
broad between them, in which we had from ten to fourteen 
fathom. At eleven o'clock, we were nearly the length cf 
the land detached from the main, and there appeared to be 
1'10 obHruCtion in the paifage between them, yet having the 
long-boat aftern, and rigged, we fent her away to keep in 
ihore upon our larboard bow, and at the fame time di:C
patched the pinnace a-ftarboard; precautions whichI thought 
neceifary, as we had a fl:rong flood that carried us an end 
very faft, and it was near high water: as foon as the boats wer.e 
ahead, we flood after them, and by nOOD, got through the 
paifage. Our latitude,.by obfervation, was then 10° 36', and 
the neareft part of the main, which we foon after found to 

be the northermoft, bore W. 2 S. diftant between three or 
four miles: we found the land which was detached from 
the main, to be a fingle ifiand, extending from N. to N. 7 S E. 
diftant between two and three miles;: at the fame time we 
faw other iflands at a confiderable diftance, extending from 
N. by W. to W. N. W. and behind them another chain of 
high land, which we judged alfo to be iflands: there were' 
frill other iflands, extending as far as N. 7 I \\T. which at this 
time we took for the main. 

The point of the main which forms the fide of the chan
nel through which we had pafied, oppofite to the iiland, is 
the northern promontory of the country, and I called it YORK 

CA P E. Its longitude is 2 ISO Q4' vV. the latitude of the north 
point is 10° 3i, and of the eaft point 100 42' S. The land over 
the eaft point, and to the fouthward of it, is rather low, and 
as f'\r as the eye can reach, very fiat, and of a barren ap-
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pearance. To the fouthward of the Cape the fhore fonns "
large open bay, which I called NEWCASTLE BAY, and in 
which are fame flllall low iflands and fhoals; the land adja
cent is alfo very low, fiat, and fandy. The land of the 
northern part of the Cape is nlOre hilly, the vallies feern to 
be well clothed with wood, and the fhore fonns fome fmall 
bays, in which there appeared to be good anchorage. Clofe 
to the eafiern point of the Cape are three fmall iilands, from 
one of which a fnlallledge of rocks runs out into the fea: 
there is a1fo an iiland clofe -to the northern point. The iiland 
that forms the ftreight or channel through which we had 
paired, lies about four miles withou,t thefe, which, except 
two, are very fmall: the fouthermoft is the largeft, and 
'much higher than any part of the main la.nd.On the north 
weft fide of this iiland there appeared to be good anchorage, 
and on iliore, vallies that promifed both wood and water. 
Thefe iilands are diftinguifhed in the chart by the name of 
YORK ISLES. To the fouthward, arid fouth eaft, and even to 

the eaftward and northward of them, there are fevera1 other 
low iilands, rocks, and ihoals: our depth of water in {ailing 
between thein and the maih, was twelve, thirteen, and four~ 
teen fathom. 

We frood along the ihore to the weflward, with a gentle 
breeze at S. E. by S. _and when we had advanced between 
.three and four Iniles, we difcovered the land ahead, w hic;h, 
when we firft raw it, we took for the main, to be iflands de
tached from it by feveral channels: upon this we fent a"yay 
the boats, with proper inftruCtions, to lead us through that 
channel which was next the main; but foon after difcovering 
rocks and 1hoa1s in this channel, I made a fignal for the boats 
to go through the next channel to the northward, which lay 
between thefe iilands, leaving fome of theln between us and 

the 
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the main: the fhip followed, and had never Iefs than five fa
thom water in the narrowcft part of the channel, where the 
diftance from iiland to iiland was about one mile and an 
half. 

At four o'clock. in the afternoon, we anchored, being 
about a mile and a half, or two miles, within the entrance, 
in fix fathom and a half, with clear ground: the channel 
here had begun to widen, and the iilands on eaeh fide of us 
were diflant about a mile: the main land fl:retched away to 

the S. "V. the farthefl: point in view bore S. 48 W. and the 
fouthermoft point -of the iilands, on the north weft fide of 
the paffage, bore s. 76 W. Between thefe two points we 
could fee no land, fo that we conceived hopes of having, at 
lafl, found a paifage into the Indian fea; however, that I 
might be able to determine with more certainty, I refolved 
to land upon the iiland which lies at the fouth eait point of 
the paffage. Upon this ifiand we had feen many of the in-
habitants when we Erft came to an anchor, and when I 
went into the boat, with a party of men, accompanied by 
Mr. Banks and Dr. Solander, in order to go aihore, we faw 
ten of them upon a hill: nine of theln were armed with, 
fueh lances as we had been u[ed to fee, and the tenth had a 
bow, and a bundle of arrows, which we had never feen in, 
the poifeffion of the natives of this country before; we al[o, 
obferved, that two of them had large ornaments 0f mother 
of pearl hanging round their necks. Three of thefe, on~ of 
whom was the bowman, placed themfelves upon the beach 
abreaft of us, and we expeCted that they would hav:.e oppofed: 
our landing, but when we came within about a muiket's, 
ihot of the beach, they \valked leifurely away. \Ve imme~ 
diately climbed the higheft hill, which was not more than 
three times as high as the mail-head, and the moft barren of 

:any 
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any we had feen. Fronl this hill, no land could be feell be-' 
tween the S. W. and W. S. W. fa that I had no doubt of find· 
ing a channel through. The land to the north weft of it 
confifted of a great number of i!1ands of various extent, and 
different heights, ranged one behind another, as far to the 
northward and weftward as I could fee, which could not be 
lefs than thirteen leagues. As I was now about to quit' the 
eafrern coaft of New Holland, which I had coafred from lati ... 
tude 38 to this place, and which I am confident no European 
had ever feen before, I once more hoifted Englifh colours, 
and though I had already taken poffeffion of feveral parti
cular parts, I now took poifeffion of the whole eaftern coaft, 
from latitude 38 'J to this place, latitude IO~ S. in right of his 
Majefty King George the Third, by the name of NEW SOUTH 

W ALES, with all the bays, harbours, rivers, and iilands· 
fituated upon it: we then fired three vollies of {mall arms, 
which wexe anfwered by the fame number from the ihip. 
Having performed this ceremony upon the iiland, which we 
called POSSESSION ISLAND, we reimbarked in our boat, but a 
rapid ebb tide feuing N. E. made our return to the veffel very 
difficult and tedious. FrOlll the time of our Iail: coming 
among the ihoals, we conftantl y found a moderate tide, the 
flood (etting to the N. W. and the ebb to the S. E. At this 
place, it is high water at the full and change of the moon, 
about one or two o'clo.ck, and the water rifes and falls per~ 
pendicularly about twelve feet. We faw fmoke riling in 
;many places from the adjacent lands and iilands, as we had 
done upon every part of the coaft, after our laft return to it 
through the reef. 

vVe continued at anchor all night, and between feven and 
eight o'clock in the morning, we faw three or four of the 
natives upon the beach gathering ihell-fiih -; we difcovered, 

by 
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by the help of our glaifes, that they were women, and, like 
all the other inhabitants of this country, ftark naked. At 
low water, whidl happened about ten o'clock,we got under 
fail, and flood to the S. W. with a light breeze at E. which 
afterwards veered to N. by E.: our depth of water was from 
fix to ten fathom, except in one place, where we had but 

five. At noon, Poffeffion ID.and bore l'.J, 53 E. difiant four 
leagues, the weftern extremity of the main land in fight bore 
,So 43 \V; diftant between four and five leagues, and appeared 
to be extremely low, the fourh weft point of the largel1 
iiland on the north weft fide of the paifage bore N. 7I W. 
,diftant eight miles, and this point I called CAPE CORNW AL L. 

It lies in latitude 10 0 43' S., longitude 2 I 9° vV.; and fame low 
lands that lie about the middle of the paifage, which I 
,called WALLIS'S ISLES, bore W. by S. -; S. diftant about two 
leagues: our latitude, by obfervation, was ] 0°' 46' S. vVe 
continued to advance with the tide of flood ,V. N. W. having 
little wind, and from eight to five fathom water. At half 
.an hour after one, the pinnace, which was ahead, made the 
fignal for :fhoal water, upon which we tacked, and fent 
away the yawl to found alfo: we then tacked again, and 
flood after them: in about two hours, they both made the 
iignal for fuoal water, and the tide being near! y at its greateR: 
height, I was afraid to ftand on, as running aground at that 
time might be fatal; I therefore came to an anchor in fome
what lefs than feven fathonl, fandy ground. vVallis's iilands 
bore S. by W. -; W. diftant five or· fix miles, the iilands to the 
northward extended from S. 73 E. to N. 10 E. and a fmall 
iiland, which was juft in fight, bore N. VV. -; ,V. Here we 
found the flood tide fet to the wefiward, and the ebb to the 
eaftward. 

After we had come to an anchor, I fent away the Mafier 
in the long-boat to found, who, upon his return in the 
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evening, reported, that there was a bank flretching north 
and fouth, upon which there were but three fathom, and 
that beyond it there were feven. About this time it fell 
calm, and continued fo till nine t.he next morning, when 
we weighed, with a light breeze at S. S.E. and fleered N. W. 
by'\V. for the fmall iiland which was juft in fight, having 
firft ferit the boats ahead to found: the depth of water was 
eight, ieven, fix, five, and four fathom, and three fathom 
upon the bank, it being now the laft qharter ebb. At this 
time, the northermoft ifland in fight bore N. 9 E. Cape Corn
wall E. diflant three leagues, and Wallis's Iiles S. 3 E. difiant 
three leagues. This bank, at leait, fo lnuch as we have 
founded, extends nearly N. and S. but to what diftance I do not 
know: its breadth is not more than half a mile at the utnlo{L 
\Vhen we had got over the bank, we deepened our water to 
:fix fathom three quarters, and had the fame depth all the 
way to the fmall iiland ahead, which we reached by noon~ 
when it bore S. diftant about half a mile. Our depth of 
water was now five fathom, and the northermoft land in 
fight, which is part of the fame chain of iilands that we had 

-feen to the northward from the time of our firft entering the 
fireight, bore N. 7I E. Our latitude, by obfervation, was 10" 

33'S. and our longitude 21 9 0 9.2,'W.: in this fituation, no part of 
the main was in fight. As we were n0W near the ifland, ancl 
had but little wind, Mr. Banks and I landed upon it, and 
found it, except a few patches of wood, to be a barren rock" 
the haunt of birds, vihich had frequented it in fnch num
bers, as to make the furface almoft uniformly white with 
their dung: of thefe birds, the greater part fecn1ed to be 
boobies, and I therefore called the place BOOB Y ISLAN D. 

After a !hort Hay, we returned to the ihip, and in the mean 
time the wind had got to the S. W.; it was but a gentle 
breeze, yet it was accompanied by a fwell from the fame 
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quarter, which, with other circumftances, confirmed my 
opinion th'at we were got to the weft ward of Carpentaria, or 
the northern extremity of New Holland, and 'had now an 
open fea to the weftward, which gave me great fatisfaCtion, 
not only becaufe the dangers and fatigues of the voyage were 
drawing to an end, but becaufe it would no longer be. a 
doubt whether New Holland and New Guinea were two fe
parate ifiands, or different parts of the fame. 

The north eaft entrance of this paifage, or ftreight, lies in 
the latitude of 10° 39' S. and in the longitude of 218

0 36'W. 
It is formed by the main, or the northern extremity of New 
Holland, on the S. E. and by a congeries of iflands, which I 
·,called the PRINCE OF WALES'S ISLANDS, to the N. W. and it is 
probable that thefe iilands extend quite to New Guinea. 
They differ very much both in height and circuit, and many 
-of them feemed to be well clothed with herbage and wood: 
upon HlOfi, ifnot all of them, we faw fmoke, and therefore 
there can be no doubt of their being inhabited: it is alfo 
probable, that alTIOng them there are at leaR: as good paf
fages as that we came through, perhaps better, though 
better would not need to be defil'ed, if the accefs to it, from 
the eaftward, were le[s dangerous: that a le[s dangerous 
.accefs may be' di[covered, I think there is little rea[on to 

doubt, and to find it little more feems to be neceifary, than 
to determine how far the principal, or outer reef, which 
bounds the :Choals to the eaftward, extends towards the north, 
which I would not have left to future navigators if I had 
been lefs harafred by danger and fatigue, and had had a !hip 
in better condJtion for the purpo[e. 

To this channel, or paifage, I have given the name of the 
fuip, and called it ENDEAVOUR STREIGHTS. Its length from 
N. E. to S. W. is ten leagues, and it is about five leagues 
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1770' broad, 'except at the north eaft entrance, where it is fome-
~ what lefs than two iniles, being contracted by the ifiands 

Thurfday 23. which lie there. That which I called Poifeflion Uland is of 

a moderate height and circuit, and this we left between us 
and the main, pailing between it and two [mall round 
Wands, which lie about two miles to the N. W. of it. The 
two {mall i:flands, which. I called vVallis's Iilands, lie in the 
111iddle of the [outh weft entrance, and thefe we left to the 
fouthward. Our depth of water in the ftreight, was from 
four to nine fathom, with every where good anchorage, ex
cept upon the bank, which lies two leagues to the north
ward of vVallis's Hlands, where, at low water,_ there are but 

. three fathom: for a more particular knowlege of this 
fheight, and of the iituations of the feveral i:flands and 
fnoals on the eaftern co aft of New \Vales. I refer to the 
chart, where they are delineated with all the accuracy that 
circumftances would admit; yet, ,with refpett to the ihoaIs, 
I cannot ,pretend that one half of them are laid down, nor 
can it be fuppofed poffible that one half of them fhould be 
difcovered in the courfe of a fingle navigation: many iilands 
alfo muft have efcaped Iny pencil, efpecially between lati:' 
tude QOO and 22 (), where we faw iilands out at fea as far as 
an ifland could b,e diftinguifhed; itmuft not therefore be 
fuppofed, by future navigators, that where no ihoaI or iiland 
is laid down in my chart, no fuoal or Wand win be found in 
thefe feas: it is enough that the fituation of thofe that appear 
in the chart is faithfully afcenained, and, in general, I have 
the greateft reafon to hope that it will be found as free from 
error as any that has not been corrected by fubfequent and 
fucceilive obfervations. The latitudes and longitudes of all, 
or moft of the principal head lands and bays, may be con
fided in, for we feldOln failed of getting an obfervation once 
at Ie aft every day, by which to correCt the latitude of our 
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reckoning, and obfervations for fettling the longitude were 1770. 
- Auguil:. 

equally numerous, no opportunity that was offered by the_ '---..r--J 

f d b · f IT r Id b ., 'fhurfday z ~" un an moon ell1g ullered to elcape. It wou e lllJU- -

rious to the memory of Mr. Green, not to take this oppor--
tunity of attefting that he was indefatigable both in making 
obferv<l,tions and calculating upon them; and that, by his 
infl:ruCtions and affiftance, many of the petty officers. were 
enabled both to obferve and calculate with great exaEtnefs. 
This, method of finding the longitude at fea, maybe put 
into univerfal practice, and may always be depended upon 
within half a degree, which is fufficient forallnautical'pur--
pofes. If, therefore, obferving and calculating were con-
fidered as neceifary qualifications for every fea officer, the 
labours of the fpeculative theorifi to folve this problem 
might be remitted, without much injury to mankind: 
neither will it be fo difficult to acquire this qualification, or 
put it in- praCtice, as may at firft appear; for, with the affift-
ance of the nautical almanack, and aftronomical ephemeris, 
the calculations for finding the longitude will take up little 
more time than the calculation of an azimuth for finding the 

variation of the compafs. 
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Departure from New South Wales; a particular Defcrip

ti01Z of the Country, its ProduEts, 'mid People: A Speci

men of the Language, andflme O!fervations upon the 

,Currents and Tides. 

O F this country, its produCts, and its people, many par
ticulars have already been related in the courfe of the 

narrative, being fo interwoven with the events, as not to ad
mit of a feparation. I fuall now give a 'more full and cir
cumfiantial defcription of each, in which, if fome things 
fhould happen to be r,epeated" the greater part will be found 
new. 

New Holland, or, as I have now ,called the eaflern coail, 
New South Wales, is of a larger extent than any other coun
try in the known world that does not bear the name of a 
,continent: the length of co aft along which we failed, re
duced to a flrait line, is no lefs than twenty-feven degrees 
of latitude, amounting to near 2000 miles, fo that its fquare 
furface mun be much more than equal to all Europe. To 
the fouthward of .3 3 ,or 34, the land in general is low and 
level; farther northward it is hilly, but in no pant can be 
called mountainous, and the hills and mountains, taken to
gether, make but .a fmall part of the furface, in comparifon 
with the vaHies and plains. It is upon the whole rather bar
ren than fertile, yet the riling ground is chequeredby woods 
and lawns, and the plains and vallies are in many places 
(overed with herbage: the foil however is f~equently [andy, 

and 
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and" many of the lawns, or favannahs, are rocky and barren, 
efpecially to the northward, where, in the beft fpots, vege
tation was lefs vigorous than in the fouthern part of the 
€ountry; the trees were not fa taU, nor was the herbage fo 
rich. The grafs in general is high, but thin, and the treesp 

where they are fargeft, are feldom lefs than forty feet afun
cler; nor is the country inland, as far as we could examine 
it, better clothed than the fea coaf!:. The banks of the bays 
are covered with mangroves, to the dif!:ance of a Inile within 
the beach, under which the foil is a rank mud~ that is al
ways overflowed by a [pring tide; farther in the country we 
fometimes met with a bog, upon which the grafs was very 
thick and luxuriant, and fometimes with a valley, that was 
clothed with underwood: the foil in fame parts feemed to be 
capable of improvement, but the far greater part is [uch as 
can admit of no cultivation. The co aft, at leafl: that part of 
it which lies to the northward of 25° S. abounds with fine" 
bays and harbours, where veffels may lie in perfect fecurity 

from all winds. 

If we may judge by the appearance of the country while 
we were there, which was in the very height of the dry fea
fan, it is well watered: we found innumerable fmall brooks 
and fprings, but no great rivers; there brooks, however, 
probably become large in the rainy feafon. Thirfty Sound 
was the only place where fre:fh water was not to be pro
cured for the !hip, and even there one or two fmall pools 
were found in the woods, though the face of the country 
was every where interfected by faIt-creeks, and luangrove 

land. 

Of trees there is no great variety. Of thofe that could be 
called timber, there are but two forts ; the largeft is the gum 
tree, which grows all over the country, and has been men

tioned 
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tioned already: it has narrow leaves, not much unlike.a 
wjllow; and the gum, or rather refin, which it yields, ism 
a deep red, and refembles the fi7ng-uis draconis; poffibly it may 
be the fame, for this fubftance is known to be the produce 
of lTIOre than one plant. It is mentioned by Dampier, and 
is perhaps the fame that Tafman found upon Diemen's 
Land, where he fays he raw " Gum. of the trees, and gum 
" lac of the ground." The other timber tree is that which 

__ grows fomcwhat like our pine::;) and has been particularly 
luentioned in the account of Botany Bay. The wood of both 
thefe trees, as I have before remarked, is extremely hard 
and heavy. Befides thefe, here are trees covered with a foft 
bark that is eafily peeled off, and is the fame that in the 
Eafl: Indies is ufed for the caulking of ihips. 

We found here the palm ,of three different forts. The 
firft, whidl grows in great plentT to the fouthward, has 
leaves that. are plaited like a fan: the cabbage of thefe is 
{mall, blit exquifitely fweer; and the nuts, which itbears in 
great abundance, are very good food for hogs. The fecond 
fort bore a much greater refemblance to the true cabbage 
tree of the Weft Indies; its leaves were large and pinriated, 
like thofe of the cocoa-nut; and thefe alfo produced a cab
bage, which though not fo fweet as the other, was much 
larger. The third fort, which, like the fecond, was found 
only in the northern parts, was feldom rnore than ten feet 
high, with fmall pinnated "leaves, refembling thofe of fome 
kind of fern: it bore no cabbage,-but a plentiful crop of 
nuts, about the fize of a large chefnut, but rounder: as we 
found the hulls of thefe fcattered round the places where 
the Indians had made their fires, we took for granted that 

;they were fit to eat; thofe however who made the ex. 
'periment paid dear for their knowlege of the contrary, for 

they 
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they operated both as an emetic and cathartic with great 
'violence. Still, however, we made no doubt but that they 
were eaten by the Indians; and judging that the conftitutian 
of the hogs might be as ftrong as theirs, though our own 
had proved to be fa much inferior, we carried them. to the 
fiye; the hags eat them, indeed, and for fanle time we 
thought without fuffering any inconvenience; but in about 
a week they were fa lunch difardered that two of them died, 
and the reft were recovered with great difficulty. It is prabable~ 
however, that the poifanaus quality of thefe nuts may lie in 
the juice, like that of the caifada of the vVeft Indies; and 
that the pulp, when dried, may be not only wholefome, but 
nutnclOUS. Befides thefe fpecies of the palm, and man ... 
groves, there were feveral fmall trees and fhrubs altogether 
unknown in Europe; particularly one which produced a 
very poor kind of fig; another that bore what we called a 
plum, which it refembled in colour, but not in ihape, being 
flat on the fides like a little cheefe; and a third that bore a 
kind of purple apple; which, after it had been kept a few 
days, became eatable, and tafted fomewhat like a damafcepe. 

I-Iere is a great variety of plants to enrich the collection of 
a botanift, but very few of them are of the :;efculent kind. 
A fmall plant, with long, narrow, graify leaves, refembling 
that kind of bulniih which in England is called the Cat's
tail, yields a refin of a bright yellow colour, exal9:ly refem ... 
bling gambouge, except that it does not ftain; it has a fweet 
[mell, but its properties we had no opportunity to difcover~ 

any more than thofe of many others with which the natives 
-appear to be acquainted, as they have diftinguiihed them by 
names. 

I have already mentioned the root and leaves of a plant 
refembling the coccos of the Weft Indie-s, and a kind of 

VOL. II. 4 L bean; 

1770 • 
Augufr.' 
~ 



626 

1770 • 
Augull-, 

~ 

LIEUTENANT COOK's VOYAGE 

bean; to which may be added, a fort of padley and purfe;. 
lain, and two kinds of yams; one ihaped like a rhadifh, and. 
the other round, and covered with ftringy fibres: both forts 
are very fmall, but fweet; arid we never could find the 
plants that produced -them, though we often fa.w the places
where they had been newl,y dug up; it is probable that the· 
drought had defiroyed~the leaves, and we could not, ,like the: 
Indians, difcover them by the ftalks. 

Moft of the fruits of this country, fnch as tliey are, have' 
been mentioned: already. 'Ve found one'in. the fouthern.
part of the country refembling a cherry, except that the fione 
was foft;- and- another not unlike a pine.;.apple in appear.:. 
ance, but of a very difagreeable taf1:e, which is well known, 
in the. Eait Indies, and is called by the Dutch-_ PJ1t Appel' 
BoomelJ. 

Of the quadrupeds, I have: already mentioned'. the -dog;. 
and particularly defcribed the kanguroo, and.theanimal of 
d1eopoifum:kind; refembling,the phalanger of Baifon,; to' 
which I can add only one-more, refembling a" p0Iec-at,:which 
the natives call ~oll; the- back~-isbrownf fpottedwithwhite,. 
and the belly white~unmixed. Several' of our people faid2 

'they had feen wolves; out perhaps, if we- had'not feen traCts. 
that favoured- the account, we might have thought them, 
little more'worthy of cl'.editthan he whoreported'that he,had; 
feen the deviL 

Of batts·, whiCh hold a· middle place between the oeaf1:s: 
and the birds, we faw·· luany kinds, particularly one_which" 
asI.have obferved already,! was larger, thana-partridg~; we 

'were not fortunate enough, to take one either alive or. dead~. 
but, it was fuppofed robe, the-fame as Buffon has defcribed; 
~y·the name of Roufit or. Rouget •. 

Tile 
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The fea and other water-fowl of this country, are gulls, 
fuaggs, foland geefc, or gannets, of two forts; boobies, nod
dies, curlieus, ducks, pelicans of an enormous fizeJ and 
many others. The land-birds, are crows j parrots, paroquets, 
cockatoos, and other birds of the fame kind, of exquifite 
beauty; pigeons, doves, quails, bufl:ards, herons, cranes, 
hawks, and eagles. The pigeons flew in numerous flocks, 
fo that, notwithftanding their extreme fhynefs, our people 
frequently killed ten or twelve of them in a day: thefe birds 
are very beautiful, and cfefted very differently from any we 
had feen before. 

Among other reptiles, here are ferpents of various kinds. 
fome noxious, and fome harmlefs; fcorpions, centipieds, and 
lizards. The infects are but few. The principal are the 
mufquito, and the ant. Of the ant there are feveral forts; 
fome are as green as a leaf, and live upon trees, where they 
build their nefts of various fizes, between that of a man's 
head and his fift. Thefe nefts are of a very curious ftruc
ture: they are formed by bending down feveral of the leaves, 
each of which is as broad as a man's hand, and gluing the 
points of them together, fo as to form a purfe; the vifcus 
ufed for this purpofe, i~ an animal juice, which Nature 
has enabled them to elaborate. Their method of firft bend
ing down the leaves, we had not an opportunity to obferve; 
but we faw thoufands uniting all their ftrength to hold them 
in this pofition, while other bufy multitudes were employed 
within, in applying the gluten that was to prevent their re
turning back. To fatisfy ourfelves that the leaves were bent, 
and held down by the effort of thefe diminutive artificers, 
we difturbed them in their work, and as foon as they were 
driven from their ftation, the leaves on which they were 
en1ployed fprung up with a force much greatel' than we 

4 L 7, could 

1~7°' 
Al;guft. 
~ 



1.77°' 
Augull:. 
~ 

LIEUTENANT COOK~·s VOYAO"E 

could have thought them able to c~mquer by any comhina .... 
tion of their ftrength. But though we gratified our curio .. 
fity at their expence, the injury did not go un revenged ; fol' 
thoufands immediately threw themfelves upon us, and gave' 
us intolerable pain with their flings, efpecially thofe' which 
wok pofTeffion of our necks and our hair, from whence they' 
~7ere not eaii1y driven: the fting was fcarcely lefs· painful! 
than that of a bee; but, except it was repeated, the pain did: 
not laft more than a minute~ 

Another fort are quite black, and their operations and' 
manner of life are not lees extraordinary. Their habitations:. 
are the infide of the branches of a. tree, which they contrive' 
to excavate by working out the pith almoft to the extremity· 
of the fiendereff twig; the tree-at,the fame time flourilhing, 
as if it had no fuch inmate; When we firft found the tree,. 
we gathered fome of the branches, and were fcarce1y lefs 
aftonifhed than we :lhould have been to find that. we had 
prophaned a confecraH~d grove, where every tree, upon being, 
-wounded~ gave figns of life; for we were inftantly covered: 
with legions of thefe animals, fwarming from every broken~ 
bough, and inflicting their flings with inceffant violence._-

\ 

TItey are mentioned by Rumphi1.ls in his Herl/arium, -(1mboi~-
'1lenJe, vol. ii p. 257.; but the tree in which he faw their 
dwelling, is very different from that in which, we found: 
them. 

A third kind we found nefied in the root of a plant, which' 
grows on the bark of trees in the manner of miiletoe, and, 
which they had perforated for that ufe. This root is com
monly as big as a large'turnip, and; fometimes much big .. 
ger: when we cut it, we found it interfetl:ed by innume .. 
l'able winding paifages, all filled with thefe animals, by 
which however the vegetation of the plant did not appear to 

6 have 



Have fufFeredany injury. We never cut one of thefe roots 
that was not inhabited, though fame were not bigger than 
a· hazle-nut. The animals themfelves are very [mall, not 
,more than half as big as the common red ant in England~ 
They had ftings, but fcarcely force enough to make them 
felt; they had however a power of tormenting us in an 
equal, if not a greater degree; for the filoment we handled 
the root, they fwarmed from innumerable holes, and running_ 
about thofe parts of the body that were uncovered, produced: 
a titillation more intolerable than pain, except it is increafed 
itO great violence; Rumphius has- alfo given an account: 
of this bulb and its inhabitants, vol. vi. p. 1·20. where he
mentions another fort that are black. 

We found a fourth kind; which are perfectly harmlefs~
and almoft exa<..9:ly refemble the white-ants of the Eaft In .. 
dies; the architecture of thefe is frill more curious than that' 
of the others. Theyhave houfes of two forts, one is, fuf
pended on the branches- of trees~ and the other eret,9:ed upon, 
the ground: thofe upon the trees are about three or four 
times as big as a man's head, and are built of a-brittle [ub
fiance, V\rhich [eems to confift of [mall parts, of vegetables; 
I~neaded together with~ a glutinous matter, which their bo-
dies probably fupply; upon breaking this cfuH, innumerabIe. 
cells, [warming with inhabitants, appear in a great variety' 
of winding direlStions, all communicating with . each other~ 
and with feveral apertures that lead to other nefts upon the 
fame tree :-they have alfoJone large avenue, or covered 'NaY'~ 
leading to the ground; and carried on under it to the other 
neft or houfe that is conftruCted ,there. This houfe is gene
rally at the root of a tree, but not of that upon which their 
other dwellings are conflruCted: it is formed like an irre
gu]arly fided cone, and fome,times is more than fix feet 

high, 
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high, and nearly as much in diameter. Some are fmallet, 
;and thefe are generally flat {ided, and very much refemble 
in figure the itones which are feen in many parts of Eng
lland,and [uppofed to be the remains of druidical antiquity. 
'The outfid,e ,of ,thefe :is of well tempered clay, about two 
jnchesthick-; and within are the cells, which have no open
ing outwards, but :communicate only with the fubterranean 
'way to the :houfes on the tree, and to the tree near which 
lthey are conftruCted, where they afcend up the root, and fo 
'up the trunk and :branches, under covered ways of the fame 
,kind as thofe 'by which they defcended from their other 
dwellings. To thefe itruCtureson the ground .they probably 
,retire in the winter, or rainy fcafons, as they are proof 
againft any wet that can fall; which thofe in the tree, 
though general!,yconftruCted under fome overhanging 
branch, from tlre nature and thinnefs of their cruft or wall, 
cannot be. 

The rea in this country is much more liberal of food to the 
jn ha bitants than the land; and though ftfh is not quite fo 
,plenty here as they generally are in higher latitudes, yet we 
feldom hauled the [eine without taking from fifty to two 
hundred weight. They are of various foi·ts; but, except the 
mullet, and fame of the fhell-fifh, none of thein are known 
in Europe: moft of them are palatable, and fonle are very 
delicious. Upon the ihoals and reef there are ihcredible 
numbers of the fineft green turtle in the world, and oyftets 
,of various kinds, particularly the rock-oyfter and the pearl
oyfler. The gigantic cockles have been mentioned already; 
befides which -there are fea-crayfiih, or lobfters, and crabs; of
thefe however we fawonly the iliells. In -the rivers and fait 
creeks -there are aligatorso 
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The only perf on who has hitherto given any account of 
this country or its inhabitants is Dampier, and though he is, 
in general, a writer of credit, yet in many particulars. he is 
miftaken. The people whom he faw w,€re indeed inhabi.-. 
tants of a part of the coaft very dii1ant froln that which we 
vifited; but we alfo faw inhabitants upon parts of the coail 
very diftant from each other, and there being~aperfeCt uni.". 
formity in perfon and cuftoms among them all, it is reafon ... , 
able to conclude, that diftance in another dir~ion has. not~ 
confiderably b;t:Qken ie, 

The number of ihhabitants in' this country appears,t~ De' 
very fmall in proportion to its extent. vVe never faw fo many.' 
as. thirty of them together butoflce, and that was at Botany' 
Bay,. when men, women, and children, aifembled upon a 
rock to fee the: ihip pafs by. =. when they manifeftly. formed 
a refolutiou. to' engag~ us; they never could mufter above 
fourteen or fifteenJighting men; and we never faw a nUID-, 

bel' of their, iheds· or hou[es together that could accommo..,. 
date. a larger party. It is true,jndeed, that we faw only the·" 
fea-coafu 0n the eafiern.fide,; and that, between this and, the: 
weftern iliore; there is an immenfe tract of country wholly 
unexplored: but there is great reafon. to believe that thi5-
immenfe tract is either wholly de.folate, or at leafi fiill more: 
thinly inhabited. than the parts we.vifited. It is impoffible· 
that the inland country' fhould.fubfift· inhabitants- at all fea"!'· 
fbns witlioutcuItivation.; it is ,extremely improbable that the: 
inhabitants,of the coafl:.1hould be totally ignorant of arts of:' 
cultivation, which. were Rractifedinland; and it is eqpally,
improbable that,if they knew.·fuch arts, there ihould.benol 
traces of them among them" It is certain that w,e did not:.: 
lee one foot of ground in a fiate of cultivation in the whole::
lG.ountr;:; and. therefore it may well be. concluded that VI here: 

[hf.: 
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the fea does not contribute to feed the inhabitants, the COUD. .. 

try is not inhabited. 

The only tribe with which we had any intercourfe, we 
found where the ihip was Careened; it confifted of one and 
twenty perfons; twelve men, fevenwomen, one boy, and 
one girl: the women we never faw but at a diftance; for 
when the Inen came over the river they were always left be~ 
h'ind.· The men here, and in other places, were of a middle 
fize, and in general well made, clean limbed; and remark. 
ably vigorous, aCtive, and nimble: their countenances were 
not altogether without expreffion, and their voices :were re~ 
markably foft and effeminate. 

Their !kins were fo uniform'ly covered with dirt, that it 
was very difficult toafcertaintheir true colour: we made 
feveral attempts, by wetting our fingers and rubbing it, to 

remove the incrufiations, but with very little effect. With 
the dirt they appear nearly as black as .a Negroe; and ac
cording to our heft difcoveries, the :£kin itfelf is of the colour 
of wood foot, or what is commonly called a chocolate colour. 
Their features are far from being difagreeable, their nofes 
are not fiat, nor are their lips thick; their teeth are white 
and even, and their hair naturally long and black, it is how
ever univerfally cropped iliort; in general it is ftrait, but 
fometimes it has a flight curl; we' faw none that was not 
matted and filthy, though without oil or greafe, and to our 
great afionifhment free from lice. Their beards were of the 
fame colour with their hair, and bu:lhy and thick: they are 
not however fuffered to grow long. A man whom we had 
feen one day with his beard fomewhat longer than his com
panions, we faw the next, with it fomewhat :Chorter, and 
upon examination found the ends of the hairs burnt: from 
this incident, and Our having never feen any !harp inftru-

ment 
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ment among them, we concluded that both the>hair and the 
beard were kept iliort by fingeing them. 

Both fexes, as I have already obferved, go ftark naked~ 
andfeem to have no more fenfe of indecency in difcoverfng 
the whole body, than we have in difcovering our hands and 
face. Their principal ornament is the bone which they 
thruft through the cartilage that divi~es the noftrils from 
each other: what perverfion of tafte could make them think 
this a decoration, or what could prompt theni, ,before they 
had worn it or feen it worfl, to fuffer the pain and incon
venience that mufl: of necefiity attend it, is perhaps beyond 
the power of human fagacity to determine: as this bone is 
as thick as a man's finger, and 'between five and 'fix inches 
long, it reaches quite acrofs the face, and fo effeCtually flops 
1l;P both the - nofirils that they are forced to keep their 
m01.lths wide open for breath, and fnuffie fo when they at-

. tempt to fpeak, that they are fcarcely intelligible even to 
-each other. Our feamen, with fome humour, caned it their 
fpritfail-yard; and indeed it had fo ludicrous an appearance, 
that till we were ufed to it, we found it difficult to refrain 
from laughter. Befide this no£e-jewel, they had necklaces 
made of :!hells, very neatly cut and fhung together; brace
lets of fmall cord, wound two or three times about the up ... 
per part Df their arm, and a firing of plaited human hair 
about as thick asa thread of yarn, tied round the waift. Befides 
thefe, fame of them had gorgets of :!hells hanging Tound the 
neck,:fo as to reach crofs thebreaft. But though thefe people 
'Wear no Clothes, . their bodies haven. covering befides the 
dirt, for they paint them both white and red: the red is 
rCommon1y laid on in broad patches upon the jhoulders and 
breaft; and the white :in firipe,s, fome ,narrow, andfome 
broad: the narrow welte drawn over the limbs, and the broad 
over the body, not without fame degree Qf taile. The white 

VOL. II. 4 M was 

1770 • 
Augufr. 

'---v--IJ 



177°· 
Auguft. 
l~ 

LIEUTENANT COOK's VOYAGE 

was alfo laid on in fmall patches upon the face, and drawnl 
in a circle round each eye. The red feemed to be ochre, but 
what the white was we could not difcover; it was clore 
grained, [aponaceous to the touch, and almoft as heavy as. 
white lead; poiIibly it might be a kind of Steatites, but to 

our great regret we could not procure a bit of it to examine. 
They have holes- in their ears, but we never faw any thing., 
·worn in them. Upon fuch ornaments as they had, they fet 
fo great a value, that they would never part with the leaft 
article for any ~hing we could offer;. which was the lnore ex~ 
traordinary as our beads and ribbons were ornaments of the
fame kind, but of a more regular form and more ihowy ma
terials. They had indeed no idea of traffic, nor could we 
communicate any to theln: they received the things that we
gave them, but never appeared to underftand our figns 
when we required a return. The fanle indifference whica 
prevented them from buying what we had, prevented them 
alfo from attempting to fteal: if they had coveted more, they 
would have been le[s honeft; for when we refufed to give 
them a turtle, they were enraged, and attempted to take it 
by force, and we had nothing elfe upon which they feemed 
to fet the leaft value; for, as I have before obferved, many of 
the things that we had given them, we found left negli
gently about in the woods, like the playthings of children, 
which pleafe only while they are new. Upon their bodies 
"'we faw no marks of difeafe or fores, but large [cars in irre
gular lines, which appeared to be the remains of wounds 
"Nhich they had infliccred upon themfelves with forne bluDt 
inftrulnent, and which we underflood bv fip'ns to have been: 

- • 0 

111eE'lCrials of grief for the dead. 

They appeared to have no fixed habitations, for we faw 
nothing like a town or village in the whole country. Their 
houfes,if houfes they may be called, feelu to be formed 

with 
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~ith lefs art and indufiry than any we had [een, . except the 
wretched hovels at Terra del Fuego, and in fome refpeCts 
they are inferior even to them. At Botany Bay, where they 
were beft, they wete juft high enough for a man to fit up
right in; but not large enough for him to extend himfelf in 
his whole length in any direCtion: they are built with pli
able rods about as thick as a man's finger, in the form of an 
oven, by fticking the two ends into the ground, and then 
·covering theln with palm leaves, and broad pieces of bark: 
the door is nothing but a large hole at one end, oppofite to 
which the fire is made, as we perceived by the allies. Under 
thefe houfes, or ilieds, they :ileep, coiled up with their heels 
to their head; and in this pofition one of them will hold 
three or four perfons. As we advanced northward, and the 
climate became warmer, we found thefe fheds frill mDre 
flight: they were built, like the others, of twigs, and covered 
with bark; but none of them were more than four feet deep" 
and one fide was intirely open: the clofe fide was always op
pofed to the courfe of the prevailing wind, and oppofite to 
the open fide was the fire, probably more as a defence from 
the mufquitos than the cold. Under thefe hovels it is pro"" 
bable, that they thruft only their heads and the upper part 
of their bodies, extending their feet towards the fire. They 
were fet up occafionally by a wandering hord, in any place 
that would furnifh theln for a time with fubfiftence, and 
left behind them when, after it was exhaufted, they went 
away: but in places where they remained only for a night 
or twO, they flept without any fhelter, except the bullies or 
grafs, which is here near two feet high. We obferved, how~ 
ever, that though the fleeping huts which we found upon 
the main, were always turned from the prevailing wind, 
thofe upon the iilands were turned towards it; which feems 
to be a proof that they have a rnild feafon here, during which 
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the rea is calm, and that the fame weather which enables: . 
them to vifit the ifiands, makes, the air welcome even while 
they :l1eep~ 

The only furniture belonginK to thefe houfes that fell un ... 
cler our obfervation, is a :kind' of oblong veffel m'ade of bark" 
by the fimple contrivance of tying up the twO ends with a 
withy, which not being cut off'ferves for a' handle; there 
we imagined were ufed' as Duckets to fetch water from the 
'{pring, which may be fuppofed fometimes to bc at a' confide.
rable diftance. They have however a {mall bag, abourthe fize 
of a Inoderate cabbage-net, which'is made by laying threads
loop within loop, fomewhat in the manner of knitting ufed 
by our ladies to make purfes. This bag tiie'man carries loofe 
upon his back by a fmall ftring which' paffes-over his head'; 
it generally contains a lump or two of paint and' refin, forne 
lilli-hooks and lines', a thell or two, out of which their hooks 
are made, a few poiins of darts, and their ufual ornaments, 
which includes the whole worldly treafure of the rich eft 

, . . 
man among thenr. 

Their fifh-hooks' are, v~ry neatly made, and, fome of them 
are exceedingly fmall. For ftriking turtle they have a peg 
of wood which; is about a-foot long, and very well bearded; 
this fits into a focket at the end of a fiaff of light wood, about 
as thick as a man's wrift, and about [even or eight feet long: 
,to the ftaff is tied one end of a loofe line about three or fout 
fathom long, the other end, of which is fafiened to the peg. 
To ihike the turtle, the peg is fixed into the focket, and when 
it has entered his body, and is retained there by the barb, 
the fiaff flies off and ferves for a float to trace their viCtim in 
the water; it affifts alfo to tire him, till they can overtake 
him with their canOe&1 and haul him afhore. One of thefe 
pegs, as I have mentioned already, we found buried in the, 

3 body 
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'body of a turtle, which had healed up over 'it. Their lines 
are from the thkknefs of a half inch rope to the finenefs of 
a hair, and are made of fome vegetable fubftance, but what

in particular we had no opportunity to learn. 

Their fooa is chiefly fiili, though they fometimes contrive 
to kill the-kanguroo, and- even birds of various kinds;, not
withftanding they are fo fuy that we found it difficult to get 
within reach of them with a fowling-piece, - The only vege
ta,ble that can be confidered as an article of food is the yam; 
yet doubtlefs they eat the feveral fruits which have been 
mentioned among other produCtions of the country; andifi=' 
deed we faw the fueHs and hulls of feveral of them lying . 
about the places where they had kindled their fire~., 

They do not appear to eat any animal food raw; but hav
ing no veffel in which water can be boile-d.,.they either broil ; 
it upon the coals, or bake it in a ,hole by the help of hot 
:llones, in the faIl)e manner as isprattifed by tbe inhabitants· 
of the ifiands in the South Seas'. 

Whether they are acquainted with any plant that has ail' 

intoxicating quality, we do not know; but we obferved 
that feveralof them held leaves of forne fort conftantly in' 
their mouths, as an European does tobacco, and an Eaft In~ 
dian betele: we never faw the plant, but when they ,took it . 
frOID' their mouths at our requeft; poffibly it Til'ight be a 
f pecies of the betele, but whatever it was, it i;. had no effelcr 
upon the·'teeth or the lips. 

As they have no nets,- they catch fifhonly by firiking, or 
with a hook and line, except fuch as they find in the hol~· 
lows of the rocks and ilioals, which are dry at half ebb.-

Their manner of hunting we had no opportunity to fee; 
but we conjectured by the notches which they had every 

where 
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I7iC; ,where cut in large trees in,order to climb them, that they 
~ took their fiation near the tops of them, and there watched!. 

for fuch animals as might happen to pafs near enough to be 
reached by their lances: it is poffible alfo, that in this fi.tua~ 
tion they might take birds when they can1e to rooft. 

I have obferved that when they went from our tents upon 
the banks of Endeavour river, we could trace them by the 
:fires which they kindled in their way; and we imagined 
that thefe fires were intended fome way for the taking the 
kanguroo, which we obferved to be fo much afraid of fire, 
that our dogs could fcarcely force it over places which had 
been newly burnt, though the fire was extinguiihed. 

They produce fire with great facility, and fpread it in a 
wonderful manner. To produce it they take two pieces of 
dry foft wood, one is a frick about eight or nine inches long, 
the other piece is flat: the flick they fhape into an obtufe point 
at one end, and preffing it upon the other, turn it nimbly by 
holding it between bOth their ~ands as we do a chocolate 
mill, often ihifting their hands up, and then moving them 
down upon it, to increafe the preifure as Inuch as poffible. 
By this method they get fire in lefs than two Ininutes, and 
fron~ the flnalleft [park they increafe it with great fpeed and 
dexterity. We have often feen one of thein run along the 
:!hore, to all appearance with nothing in his hand, who 
fiooping down for a lnoment, at the diftance of every fifty 
or a hundred yards, left fire behind him, as we could fee 
firft by the [moke, and then by the flame among the drift 
wood, and other litter which was fcattered along the place. 
We had the curiofity to examine one of thefe planters of 
fire, When he fet off, and we faw hin'} wrap upa fmall . 
fpark in dry grafs, which, when he had run a little way, 
having been fanned by the air that his motion produced, 

began 
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lhegan to blaze; he then laid it down in a place Convenient 
for his purpofe, inclofing a [park of it in another quantity 
of grafs, and fo- continued his courfe. 

There are perhaps few things in the hiftory of mankind, 
more extraordinary than the difcovery and application of 
fire: it will fcarcely be difputed that the manner of pro
ducing it, whether by coJlifion or attrition, was difcovered 
by chance: but its firft effeCts would naturally ftrike thofe to 
whOln it was a new object, with confternation and terror: it: 
would appear to be an enemy to life and nature, and to tOfd 

ment and defltoy whatever was capable of being deftroyed 
®r tormented; and therefore it feems not eafy to conceive 
what ihould incline thofe who firfl: faw it receive a tran~· 
fient exiftence from chance, to reproduce it by defign. It is 
by no means probable that thofe who firft faw fire, ap
proached it with the falne caution, as thofe who are familiar 
with its effects, fo as to be warmed only and not burnt; and 
it is reafonable to think that the intolerable pain which, at 
its firft appearance~ it mull: produce upon ignorant curiofity~ 
'would fow perpetual enu1ity between this elelnent and man
kind; and that the fame principle which incites them tocrum 
a ferpent, would incite them to deftroy fire, and avoid aU 

means by which it would be produced, as foon as they were 
known. Thefe circun1ftances confidered, how men became 
fufficiently familiar with it to render it ufeful, feems to be 01 

problem very difficult to folve: nor is it eafy to account for
the firft application of it to culinary purpofes, as the eating 
both animal and vegerabk food raw, Inuft have becOlne a. 
habit, before there was fire to drefs it, and thofe who have 
con[ldered the force of habit will readily believe, that to men 
who had always eaten the fleih of animals raw, it would be 
as difagreeable dreifed, as to thofe who have always eaten i~ 
drdfed, it would be raw. It is remarkable th;;J~t the inhabi~ 
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1,,770. 7tants 6f Terra del Fuego produce fire frOlTI a fpark by col.' 
"",A~~~:.., 'lifion, and that ,the happier natives 'of ,this country, New 

~Zealand, and Otaheite, produce it by the attrition of one 
combuftiblefubftance againft another: is there not then 
,fome reafon, to fqppofe ,that· there differentoperauonscor
refpond with the manner in which chance pi"oduced1ire.in 
vhe neighbourhood of the torrid and frigid zones? Among 
the rude inhabitants of a cold country, neither any operation 
of art, or occurrence of accident, could be fuppofed fo eafily 
to produce fire by attrition, as in adimate where every 
thing is hot, dry, and aduft, teeming with a latent lire which 
a flight degree of motion was :Cufficient to call forth.; in a 

'cold country therefore, it is natural to fuppofe that fire was 
'produced by the accidental c-ollifion of two metallic fub
fiances, ,and in a ,cold country, for that r,eai"on, the fame ex .. 
pedient was ufed to produce it by defign: but in hot 
countries, where two combuftible fubftances eafily kindle 
by attrition, it is probable that the attrition of fuch fub
fiances firft produced fire, and here it was therefore, natural 
for art to adopt the fame operation, with a view to produce 
the, fame, effeCt. It may indeed be true that fire is now pro .. 
duced in many cold countries b¥ attrition, and in many hot 
by a ftroke; but perhaps upon ,enquiry there may appear 
reafon to conclude that :thifi has arifen from the communi .. 
cation of one country with another, and that with refpeCl: to 

the original prod uaion of fire in hot and cold countries, the 
diftinCtion is well founded. 

There may perhaps be forne reaf011 to fuppofe that men 
became gradually acquainted with the nature and effeCts of 
nre, by its pern1anent exiftence in a volcano, there being re
mains of volcanoes,or veftiges of their effects, in aim oft 
every part of the world: by a volcano, however, no method 
®fproducing fire,-otherwife.than ,bycontacr, could be learnt:; 

we 
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the production and application of fire therefore, ftill feern to 
afford abundant fubje<..'t of fpeculation to the curious. 

The weapons of thefe people are fpears or lances, and 
thefe are of different kinds: fome that we faw upon the 
fouthern part of the coaft had four prongs, pointed with 
bone, and barbed; the points were alfo fmeared with a hard 
refin, which gave them a polifh, and made them enter 
deeper into what they firuck. To the northward, the lance 
has but one point: the ihaft is Dlade of cane, or the ftalk of 
a plant fomewhat refembling a bnlruili, very ftrait and 
light, and from, eight to fourteen feet long, confifling of 
feveral joints, where the pieces are let into each other, and 
bound together; to this are fitted poinrs of difFerent kinds; 
fome are of hard heavy wood, and fome are the bones of 
fiih: we faw feveral that were pointed with the flings of the 
fling-ray, the largeft that they could procure, and barbed 
with feveral that were fmaller, faftened on in a contrary die 
rection ; the points of wood were alfo fometimes armed with 
iliarp pieces of lDroken ihells, which were ftuck in, and at 
the junCtures covered with refin: the lances that are thus 
barbed, are indeed dreadful weapons, for when once they 
have taken place, they can never be drawn back without 
tearing away the flefh, or leaving the fharp ragged fplinters 
of the bone or ihell which forms the beard, behind them in 
the wound. Thefe weapons are thrown with great force 
and dexterity; if intended to wound at a ihort difiance, be
tween ten and twenty yards, £Imply with the hand, but if at 
the diftilnce of forty or fifty, with an inftrument which we 
-;:~lled a throwing feick. This is a plain fmooth piece of a hard 
reddifh wood, very highly polifhed, about two inches broad, 
half an inch thick, and three feet long, with a fmall knob, 
or hook at on"e end, and a crofs piece about three or four 
Dches long at the other; the knob at one end is received in 
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a fmalldent or hollow, which is made for that purpofe in 
the ihaft of the lance near the point, but from which it 
eafily flips, upo~ being impelled, forward: when the lance 
is laid along upon this nlachine, and fecured in a proper po
fition by the knob, the perf on that is to throw it holds it 
over his ihoulder, and after fhaking it, delivers both the 

throwing flick and lance with alJ his force, but the flick 
being flopped by the crofs piece which comes againft the 
ihoulder, with a fudden jerk, the lance flies forward with: 
incredible fwifmefs, and with fo good an aim, that at the 
dif1:ance of fifty yards thefe Indians were more fureof their 
nlark than we could be with a :lingle bullet. Befides thefe 
lances, we faw no offenfive weapon upon this cnail:, except 
when we took our laft view of it with our glaifes, and then 
we thought we faw a man with a DOW and arrows, in which 
it is poffible we might be miflaken. We f'<iw, nO\vever, at 
Botany Bay, a fhield or target, of an oblong ihape, about' 
three feet long, and eighteen inches broad, which was made 
of the bark of a tree! this was fetched out of a hut by one
of the men that oppofed our landing~ who, when he ran 
away, left it behind bim" and; upon taking it up, we found: 
that it had been pierced through with a fingle pointed lance
near the center, Thefe ihields are certainly in frequent ufe' 
among the people here, for though this was the only one: 
that we faw in their poffeffion, we frequently found trees. 
fronl which they appeared manifeftly to have been cut~ the' 
Tnarks being eafily difl:inguiihed from thofe that were made' 
by cutting buckets:: fame-times alfo we found the :fhields cut 
out, but not yet taken off frOln the tree, the edges of the 
:bark only being a littIe raifed by wedges, fo that thefe people 
appear,to have difcovered that the bark of a tree becomesi 
thicker and ftronger by being fuffered to remain upon the 
trunk after it has been cut round~ 

The 
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The canoes of New Holland are as mean and rude as the 
houfes. Thofe on the fouthern part of the coaft are nothing 
n10re than a piece of bark, about twel ve feet long) tied to

gether at the ends, and kept open in the middle by fmall 
bows of wood: yet in a veffel of this conHruCtion we once 
faw three people. In fhallow wa-ter they are fer forward by 
a pole, and in deeper by paddles, about eighteen inches 
long, one of which the boatman holds in each hand; mean 
as they are, they have many conveniences, they draw but 
little water, and they are very light, fo that they go upon 
mud banks to pick up ihell fifh, the mof!: important ufe to 
which they can be applied, better perhaps than veffels of 
any other conflruCtion. We obferved, that in the middle of 
thefe canoes there was a heap of fea-weed, and upon that a 
fmall fire; probably that the fifh may be broiled and eaten 
the moment it is caught. 

The canoes that we faw when we advanced farther to the 
northward, are not made of bark, but of the trunk of a tree 
hollowed, perhaps by fire. They are about fourteen feet 
long, and, being very narrow, are fitted with an outrigger 
to prevent their overfetting. Thefe are worked with pad
dles, that are fo large as to require both hands to manage 
one of them: the outfide is wholly unmarked by any tool, 
but at each end the wood is left longer at the top than at [he 
bottom, fo that there is a projeCtion beyond the hollow part 
refembling the end of a plank; the fides are tolerably thin, 
but how the tree is felled and fafhioned, we had no opportu
nity to learn. The only tools that we faw among them are 
an adze, wretchedly lnade of ftone, fame fmall pieces of the 
f:lme fubftance in fonn of a wedge, a wooden mallet, anu 
fame fhells and fragments of coral. For polifhing their 
throwing flicks, and the points of their lances, they ufe the 
leaves of a kind of wild fig-tree, which bites upon wood 21~ 
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mof!: as keenly as the ihave-grafs of Europe, which is ufed 
by our joiners: with fuch tools, the making even fuch a ca
noe as I have defcribed, Inuit be a nloft difficult and tedious 
labour: to thofe who have been accufior.aed to the ufe of 
metal, it appears altogether impracticable; but there are few 
difficulties that '\-vill not yield to patient perfeverance, and 
he who does all he can, will certainly produce eff'eL9:s that 

greatly exceed his apparent power. 

The utmoft freight of thefe canoes is four people, and if 
more at any time wanted to come over the river, one of 
thofe who came firft was obliged to go back for the reft: 
from this circumftance, we conjel9:ured that the boat we 
faw, when we were lying in Endeavour River, was the only 
one in the neighbourhood: we have however fome reafon to 

believe that the bark canoes are alfo ufed where the wooden 
ones are confl:rueted, for upon one of the [mall illands where 
the natives had been fifhing for turtle, we found one of the 
little paddles w~ich had belonged to fuch a boat" and would 
have been ufelefs on board any other. 

By what means the inhabitants of this country ar-e reduced 
to fuch a number as it can fubfifi:, is not perhaps very eafy 
to guefs; whether, like the inhabitants of New Zealand, 
they are deftroyed by the hands of each other in contefts for 
food; whether they are fwept off by accidental famine, or 
whether there is any caufe which prevents the increafe ·df 
the fpecies, mufl: be left for future adventurers to determine. 
That they have wars, appears by their weapons; for fup
Fonng the lances to ferve merely for the ihiking of fiib, the 
ihie1d could be intended for nothing but a defence againft men; 
the only mark of hoftility, however, which we faw among 
them, was the perforation of the fl~ield by a fpear which 
has been juft mentioned, for none of them appeared to have 
been wounded by an enemy. Neither call we determine 

2 whether 
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whether they are pufilanimous or brave; the ~efolution with 
which two of them attempted to prevent our landing, when 
we had two boats full of men, in Botany Bay, even after one· 
of them was wounded with ,fmall ihot, gave us reafon to 

conclude that they were not only naturally courageous, but 
that they had acquired a familiarity with the dangers of 
hoflility, and were, by habit as well as nature, a daring and 
warlike people; but their precipitate flight fron1 every other 
place that we approached, without even a menace, while 
they were out of our reach, was an indication of uncommon 
tamenefs and timidity, fuch as thofe who had only been 
occafionally warriors mufi be fuppofed to have fhaken off, 
whatever might have been their natural difpofition. I have 
faithfully related facts, the reader mufl judge of the people 
for himfelf. 

From the account that has been given of our commerce 
with them, it cannot be fuppofed that we fhould know much 
of their language; yet as this is an objec9: of great curiofity,. 
efpecially to the learned, and of great importance in their 
refearches into the origin of the various nations that have 
been difcovered, we rook fome pains to bring away fuch a; 

fpecimen of it as might, in a certain degree, anfwer the pur~ 
pofe, and I ihall now give an account how it was procuredo 
If we wanted to know the name of a fione, we took a frone 
up into our hands, and as well as we could, intimated by 
figns that we wiilied they :!hould name it: the word that. 
they pronounced upon the occafion, we imn1ediately wrote 
down. This method, though it was the beft we could con
trive, n1ight certainly lead us into many miftakes; for if an 
Indian was to take up a flone, and aik us the name of it, we 
might anfwer a pebble or a flint; fo when we took up a~ 
fione, and aiked an Indian the name of it, he n1ight pro
nounce a word that diilinguifhed the fpecies and not the 
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genus, or that, inf1:ead of lignifying fione fimply, Inight fig
nify a rough fione, or a fmooth fione; however, as much as 
poffible to avoid miftakes of this kind, feveral of us contrived, 
at different times, to get from thenl as many words as we 
could, and having noted them down, compared our lifts: 
thofe which were the fame in all, and which, according to 
everyone's account, fignified the fame thing, we ventured to 
record, with a very few others, ,,,hich, from the fimplicity 
of the fubject, and the eafe of expreffing our queftion with 
plainnefs and precifion by a fign, have acquired equal au .. 
thority. 

Engliih. New Holland. Englifh. New Holland. 

The head, vVageegee. Nails, Kulke. 
Flair, Morye. Sun, Gallan. 
Eyes, MeuI. Fire, Meanang. 
Ears, Melea; A Jlone, Walba. 
Lips, Yembe. Sand, Yowall. 
Nr:je, Bonjoo. A rope, Gurka. 
Tongue, Unjar. A man, Barna. 
Beard, Wallar. A male turtle, Poinga. 
Neck, Doomboo. A Jenzale, Mameingo. 
Nipples, Cayo. A canoe, Marigan. 
Hands, Mariga1. To paddle, Pelenyo. 
crhighs, Coman. Sit down, Takai. 
Navel, Toolpoor. Smooth, Mier Carrar. 
Knees, Pongo. A dog, Cotta, or Kota. 
Feet, Edamal. .A loriquet, Perpere,orpier-pier • 
Heel. Kniorror. Blood, Garmbe. 
Cockatoo, Wanda. lVood, Yocou. 

The foal if I Chumal. 
the joot, 

The bone inJT I apoo. 
the n?fe, 

Ankle, Chongurn.. A bag, Charngala. 
Arms, 
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Englifh. New Holland. Englifh. New Holland. 
Arms) Aco, or Acol. Agreat cockle, Moingo. 
:Thumb, Eboorbalga. j Cocos, yams, Maracotu. 

The fore, 1 . 
middle,. and Egalbaiga. 

, eh 
rincrfinrrers err, 

(:) (:) , 
The little l Nakil, or Eboor- .Cherco, 

finger, S nakil. Yarcaw, 
The jky, Kere, or Kearre. Tut,. tut, 
Afather, Dunjo. tut, tut, 
A Jon, J urn urre. 

r ExpreJ1ions, as we 

[JuPPofed, of ad
i miration, rltlhich 

'<I they continually 
uJed when they 

I were in company 
I 

L. with us, 

I fh'l.11 now quit this country, with a few obfervations re;., 
!ative to the currents and tides upon the coaft. From lati-
tude 3Q o, and fomewhat higher, down to Sandy Cape, in 
latitude 24° 46', we canfEantTy found a current fetting-to the 
fouthward, at the rate of about ten or fifteen miles a day~ 

. being more or lefs, according to our diftance from the land; 
for it always ran with more force in fhore than in the offing r 
but I could never fatisfy myfelf whether the flood-tide came 
from the fouthward, the eaftward, OT the northward: I in~ 
dined to the opinion that it came from the fouih-eaft" but 
the firft time we anchored off the coaft, which was in, latitude 
24° 30', about ten leagues to the fouth eaft of Buftard Bay,. I 
found it come from the north weft; on the contrar.y, thirty
leagues farther to the north weft., on the fouth fide of Keppel: 
Bay, I found that it canle from the eafi, and at the northern 
part of that Bay it came from the northward, but with a 
much flower motion than it had COlne from the eaR: on the 
eaft fide of the Bay of Inlets, it fet ftrongly to the weftward~ 
as far as the opening of Broad Sound; but on the north fide 
tof that Sound, it came with a very flow motion frOlu the 
north weft; and when we lay at anchor before Repulfe BaY5-

!t it 
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it came from the northward: to account for its courfe in all 
this variety of direCtions, we need only admit that the flood
tid~ comes from the eaft or fouth eait. It is well known, 
that where there are deep inlets, and large creeks into low 
lands, running up from the rea, and not occafioned by rivers 
of frefh water, there will always be a great indraught of the 
flood-tide, the direction of which will be determined by the 
pofition or direction of the coaft which forms the entrance of 
fuch inlet, whatever be its courfe at fea; and~'@re: the 
tides are weak, which upon this co aft is generally the cafe,
a large inlet will, if I may be allowed the expreilion, attraCt 
the flood-tide for many leagues. 

A view of the chart will at once illuitrate this pofition. To 
the northward of Whitfunday's Paifage there is no large in
let, confequently the flood fets to the northward, or north. 
weftward, according to the direction of the coaft, and the 
ebb to the fauth, or fouth eaftward, at leafl: fuch is their 
courfe at a little diftance from the land, for very near it they 
will be influenced by fmall inlets. I alfo obferved, that we 
had only one high tide in twenty-four hours, which hap
pened in the night. The difference between the perpen
dicuJar rife of the water in the day and the night, when 
there is a fpring-tide, is no lefs than three feet, which, 
where the tides are fa inconfiderable as they are here, is a 
great proportion of the whole difference between high and 
low water. This irregularity of the tides, which is worthy 
of notice, we did not difcover till we were run afhore; and 
perhaps farther to the northward it is fEll greater: after we 
got within the reef the fecond time, we found the tides more 
!:onfiderable than we had ever done before, except in the Bay 
of Inlets, and poffibly this may be owing to the water being 
nlore confined between the fhoals; here alfo the flood {ets to 

the 
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the north weft, and continues in the fame -direCtion to the 1770 • 
Auguft. 

extrcluity of New Wales, from whence itsdiredion is weft ~ 
and fouth weft into the Indian [ea. 

C HAP. IXe 

1be Paffage from New South Wales to New Guinea, with 
an Account oJ'lvhat happened upon landing there~ 

I N the afternoon of Thurfday Augufttlre 2Sd, after leaving Thur[daY23~ 
Booby Hland, we fleered W. N. W. with light airs from 

the S. S. W. till five o'clock, when it feU calm, and the tide 
of ebb foonafter ferting to the N. E. we came to an anchor'in 
eight fathom water, :with a foft fandy bottom. Booby 
Hland hore S. So E. diftant five Iniles, and the Prince of 
Wales's Iiles extended from N. E. by N. to S. 55 E.; between 
thefe there appeared to be ac1ear open pa!fage, extending· 
from N. 46 E. to E. by N. 

At half an hour after five, in the luorning of the 24th, as Friday 24' 

we were purchafing the anchor, the cable parted at about 
eight or ten fathom from the ring: the {hip then began to 

drive, but I immediately dropped another anchor, which 
brought her up before !he got more than a cable's len'gth 
from the buoy; the boats were then fent to [weep for the 
anchor, but could not fucceed. At noon, our latitude, hy. 
obfervation, was 10° So'S. As I was refolved not to leave 
the anchor behind, while there remained a poiIibility of 
recovering it, I rent the boats again after dinner, with a 
fmall Ene, to difcover where it lay; this being happily ef~ 
feCted, we [wept for it with a hawfer, and by the farne 
hawfer hove the fhip up to it: we proceeded to weigh it, but 
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juft ~s we were about to ihip it, the hawfer flipped, and we 
had all our labour to repeat: by this time it was dark, and 
we were obliged to fufpend our operations till the morning. 

As foon as it was light, we fweeped it again, and heaved 
it to the bows: by eigh t o'clock, we weighed the other an
chor, got under fail, and, with a fine breeze at E. N. E. frood 
to the north weft. At nOOD, our latitude, by obfervation, 
was 10° 18' S. longitude 2 T 9° 39' W. At this time, we had 
no land in fight, but about two miles to the fouthward of us 
lay a large fuoal, upon which the fea broke with great vio
lence, and part of which, I believe, is dry at low water. It 
extends N. W. and S. R and is about five leagues in circuit. 
Our depth of water, from the time we weighed till now, Was 

. . 

nine fathom, but it {oon fhallowed to feven fathom ; and at 
half an hour after one, having run eleven miles between 
noon and that time, the boat which was a-head made the 
fignal for thoal water; we immediately let go an anchor, 
and brought the fhip up with all the fails fl:anding, for the 
boat having juft been relieved, was at but a little diftance: 
upon looking out from the !hip, we faw ihoal water almoft 
all round us, both wind and tide at the fame time [erting 
upon it. The £hip was in fix fathom, _ but upon founding 
round her, at the diftance of half a cables length, we 
found fcarce1y two. This fuoal reached from the eait, round 
by the north and weft, as far as the fouth weft, fa that there 
was no way for us to get clear but that which we came. 
This was another hair's-breadth e[cape, for it was near high 
vlater, and there run a ilion cockling fea, '1~,Thich mu:fl: very 
foon have bulged the ihip if fhe had ftruck; and if her direc
tion had been half a cable's length more either to the right 
or left, ihe Il1Ufl: have ilrnck before the lignal for the ilioal 
was made. The [hoals vv-hich, like the fe, lie a fathom or 
two under water, are the mof!: dangerous of any" for they do 

not 
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not difcover themfelves till the veRa is jufl: upon them, and 
then indeed the water looks brown, as if it refleCted a dark 

cloud. Between three and four o'clock the tide, of ebb be
gan to make, and I fent the Mafter to ip.nd to the fouth-
ward arid fouthweftward, and in the mean time, as the ihip 
tended, I weighed anchor, and with a little fail ftood :!irft 
to the fouthward, and afterwards edging a,,;rray to the weft-
ward, got once more out of danger. At funfet, we anchored 
in ten fathom, with a fandy bottom, having a frefh gale at 
E.S. E. 

177°· 
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At fix in the morning, we weighed again and flood -weft, Sunday l.16, 

having, -'as ufual, firft fent a boat ahead to found. I had in-
tended to freer N. W. till I had made the fouth co aft of New 
Guinea, defigning, if poffible, to touch upon it '; but upon 
meeting with thefe ihoals, I altered my courfe, in hopes of 
finding a clearer channel, and deeper water. In this I fuc-
ceeded, for by noon our depth of water was gradually in-

c-reafe~ to feventeen fathOlTI. Our latitude was now by ob
fervation 10° 10' S. ; and our longitude 2200 12' W. No land 
was in fight. We continued to fleer weft till funfet, our 
depth of water being from twenty-feven to twenty-three fa-
thonl: we then ihortened fail, and kept upon a wind aU 
night; four hours on one tack, and four on another. At 
day-light, we Inade all the fail we could, and fleered vV.N.W. Monday:q. 

, till eight o'clock, and .then N. W. At noon, our latitude by 
obfervation W:lS 9 Cl 56' S.; longitude 2 Q I 0 'V.; variation 
20 30' E. We continued our {'"L \V. cow"fe till fuufet, \vhen 
we again fhortened fail, and hauled dofe upon a "l,vind to 

the northward: our depth of water was twenty-one fathom. 
At eight, we tacked and flood to the fouthward till twelve; 
then flood to the northward with little fail till day-light: our TuefJay z)!. 

foundings were from twenty-five to [even teen fathom, the 
water groWll1g gradually ihallow: as we flood to the north-

40 2 ward. 
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ward. A t this time we made fail and ftood to the north, in 
order to make the land of New Guinea: from the time of 
our making fail till noon, the\depth of water gradually de .. 
creafed from feve1;,lteen to twelve fathom, with a ftoney and 
1helly bottom. Ou:-Iatitude byobfervation was now 8° S~'S. 
which is in the fame parallel as that in which the fouthern 
parts of New Guinea are laid down in the charts; but there' 
are only twO' points fo' far to the fouth, and I reckoned that 
we were a degree to the wefiward of them both, and there
fore did not fee the land, which trends more to the north
ward. ,\;Ve found the fea here to· be in many parts covered 
with a brown fcum, ftlch as failors generally call fpawn·. 
When I firft. faw it, I was alarmed, fearing that we were 
among. fhoals; but. upon founding, we found the' fame' 
depth of water as in other _places. This fcum was examined
both by Mr. Banks and Dr.Solander,., but they could not de
termine what it was: it was formed of innumeFable [maU. 
particles, not n10re than half a line in length", each of which. 
in the microfcope appeared to confift of thirty orforty tubes;, 
and each tube was divided through its ",-hole length by 
fmall partitions into many cells, like the tubes· of the con
ferva ~ they w,ere. fuppofed to belong to the vegetable king
dom, becaufe upon burning them they produced nofmelL 
like that of an animalfubfiance. The fame appearance had 
been obferved upon the coaft of Brazil and New Holland}, 
but never at any confiderable difiance from. the :!hore. In 
the evening a fmall bird hovered about the ihip, and at 
night, fettling am0ng the rigging t was taken. It prc>ved to 
be exaCtly the fame bird which Dampier has defcribed, and 
of which he has given a rude figure, by the name of a Noddy 
from New Holland. [See his Voyages, vol. iii. p. 98. Tab. of 
:Birds, Fig. S.] 

\Ve 
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We continued franding to the north ward with a frefh gale 1770 • ' 

at E. by E. and S. E. till fix in the evening, having very ir-~ 
1 .r. d' h d h h' f Tuefday 28, regu ar!oun lngs, t e ept c angmg at once rom twenty-

four fathom to feven. At four, we had feen the land from 
the mafi-head, bearing N. W. by N.; it appeared to be very 
low, and to fl:retch frOlll \V. N. ""V. to N. N. E. diftant four 011 

five leagues. vVe now haul'ed clofe upon a wind till fevenj" 
then tacked and frood. to the fouthward till twelve, at which 
time we wore and' flood to the northward' till four in the 
morning, then· laid the head of the veJId off till day-light, Wednef.29_ 

when we again faw the land~ and ik'0od in N. N. W. dire<..9:1y: 
for it, with a fiefh gale at E. by S. Our foundings during 
the night were very irregular from feven to five fathom, 
fuddenly changing frOlll deep to ihallow" and from ihallow 
to de.ep, without in the leaft correfponding with our diftance~ 
from. the land. At half an hour after fix in the morning a~ 
fmalllow iiland, which lay at the difiance of about a.leag~le.. 
from the main, bore N. by W. difl:ant fiverniles: this Wand, 
lies in latitude 8 Q 13' S., longitude Q21 0 2S'\V.; and I find' it 
raid'down in the charts by the names of Bartholomew and, 
Whermoyfen. We now fieered N. \V. by VV. W.N. \V. W. by 
N. W. by S. and S. \V. by \V. as we found the land lie, with 
:from five to nine fathom; and "though we reckoned we were 
not more than four league&· from it, yet it was fo low and, 
level that we could but jufl: fee it- from the deck. It appeared 
however to be well covered with. wood, and among other 
trees, we thought we could difl:inguifh the cocoa-nut. \Ve 
fa w fmoke in feveral places, and therefore knew there were· 
inhabitants. At noon we were about three leagues- fr0111:-
the land; the wefl:ennoft part of which that was in fight. 
bore S. 79° \V. Our latitude by obfervation was 8~ 19' S. anci( 
longitude 22 1

0 44' W. The iiland of St. Bartholome\v bore 
N. 71 E. diftant ;'0 nliles. 

After 
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After fleering S. vV. by W.fix miles, we had fhoal water on 
our flarboard bow, which I fent the yawl to found, and at 
the fame time hauled off upon a wind till four o'clock, and 
though during that time we had run fix miles, we had not 
deepened our water an inch. I then edged away S. W. four 
miles more; but finding it ftill fuoal water, I brought to and 
called, the boats aboard. At this time, being betweenl,three 
and four leagues from. the !hore, and the yawl having 
found only three fathom water in tha place to which I had 
fent her to found, I hauled off dofe upon a wind, and wea
thered the fuoal about half a mile. 

Between one and two o'clock, we paffed a bay or inlet be· 
fore which lies a fmall iiland that feems to ihelter It from 
the foutherly winds; but I very nluch doubt whether there 
is fufficient depth of water behind it for fhipping. I could 
not attempt to deterrlline the queftion, becau[e the S. E. trade 
wind blows right into the bay, and we had not as yet had 
any breeze frOlll the land. 

We ftretched off to fea till twelve o'clock, when we were 
about eleven leagues frOlll the land, and had deepened our 
water to twenty-nine fathom. 'vVe now tacked and flood in 

Thurfday 30. till five in the morning; when, being in fix fathom and an 
half, we tacked and laid the head of the veifel off till day
light, when we faw the land, bearing N. W. by \V, at about 
the diftance of four leagues. We now made fail, and fleered 
firft W. S. W. then 'vV. by S.; but coming into five fathom and 
an half, we hauled off S. W. till we deepened our water to 
eight fathom, and then kept away W. by S. and W. having 
nine fathom, and the land juft in fight from the deck; we 
judged it to be about four leagues diflant, and it was frill 
very low and woody. Great quantities of the brown {cum 
continued to appear upon the water and the failors haVing , , , 

2 given 
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. ,giVeR· up the notion. of its being fpawn, fQund"a new name 
for it, -and called it Sea-faw.,.dufl:. At noon, our latitude by 
obfervation w·a-s ,8 0 30' S.; our 16ngitude 222" 34' W.; and 

'. Saint Bar·tholomew's HIe ·bore N. 69 E. difrant feventy~four 
miles. 

As a'ii ~his coaftap~ears to have been very minutely ex-
amined by the' Dutch, and as our track with the foundings 
witt appear 'by thethart, it is fufficient to fay, that' we con-
tinued our courte t'O th~ northward withv.ery fhallow water,. 
upon a bank 6f . mud,at fuch a diftance frOln theihore as 
(hat)'t could fcarcelybe feen froJ;!l the ihip, till the Sd of Sep-
tember,. Durin,g thi~ time we made luany attempts to get 
near ~n~mg~ to go on thore, 'but without fuccefs ; and hav-
ing now lqft fi~ d~ys of fair wind, ata time when we knew 
d;e touth ~aft monfoon to be nearly at an end, we began'to· 
be impatient of f~tther delay, and deter~ineq. to run the 
ihip in as near, to the 111.ore as poffibIe, and then land with, 
thepir,tna.ce, whilefhc kept plying off and on, to examine' 
the produce of the co:unrry,' and the difpofition of the inha.
bitants.,· For' the two laftdays we had early in the morning:-
a lightbre~ze from the {hore, which was fl:rongly impreg-
nated wit.h the fragrance of the trees, ilirubs, and herbage 

655 
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that cQvered it, th,e [mell peing fometbing like that of Gum 
Benjalnin. 'On ~be 3d of September, at' day-break, we faw Septemhe::; 

.. Monday s. 
the land extending from N. by E. to S. E. at about four 
leagues diflance, and we then kept ftanding in for it with a 
freJh gale at E. S. E. and E. by S. till nine o'Clock, when 
beiDcg w:ithin abo:ut three or four miles of i~, and in three 
fatbom water, we brought to. ,The pinnace being hoified 
out, I fet <;>ff froJ;ll the ihip with the boat's crew, aCCOffi-· 
p2.ni~d by Mr. 'Banks, who alfo took his fervanrs, and Dr . 
. Sohrl Jt. j being in all tweI ve perfons well arnlcd; we rowed". 

directly 
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direetly towards th~ ihore, but the water was fo :lhallow 
that we could not reach it by about two hundred yards: we 
waded however the refl of the way, having left two of the 
fcamen to ta'"ke care of the boat~ Hitherto we had feen no 
figns of inhabitants at this place; but as foon as we gOt 
a!hore we difcovered the prints of hurp.an feet, which could 
not long have been impreffed upon the fand, as they were 
below high-water mark: we therefore concluded that the 
people were at no great diftance, and, as a thick wood came 
down within a l:;mndred yards of the water, we thought it 
neceffary to proceed with caution, left we fhould fall into an 
ambufcade and our retreat to the boat be cut off. We walked 
along the ikirts of the wood, and at the diflance of about 
two hundred yards from the place where we landed, we 
came to a grove of cocoa-nut trees, which flood upon the 
banks of a little brook of brackj{h water. The trees were of 
a fmall growth, but well hung with fruit; ~nd near them 
was a ihed or hut, which had been covered with their leaves, 
though moft of thein were now fallen off: about the hut lay 
a great nUluber of the iheUs of the fruit, forne of which ap~ 
peared to be j uft frefh. frOlu the tree. We looked at the fruit 
very wiillfully, but not thinking it fafe to dimb, we were 
obliged to leav,e it without tafting a £Ingle nut. At a little 
diftance frOlu this place we found plantains, and a bread
fruit tree, but it had nothing upon it; and having now ad
vanced about a quarter of a mile from the boat,- three In
dians rufhed out of the wood with a hideous iI-lOut, at about 
the diftance of a hundred yards; and as they ran towards us, 
the foremoft threw fomething out of his hand, which flew 
on one fide of him, and burnt exactly like gunpowder, but 
made no report: the other two inflantly threw their lances 
~t us; and) as no tirne was now to be loft, we difcharged our 

.3 pieces,. 
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pieces, which were loaded with fmall [hot. It is probable 
that they did not feel the 1hot, for though they halted a mo~ 
ment, they did not retreat; and a third dart was thrown at 
us. As we thought ·their farther approach might be pre
vented with lefs rifk of life, than it would coft to defend 
ourfelves againft their attack if they {hould come nearer, we 
loaded our pieces with ball, and fired a fecond time: by this 
difcharge it is probable that fome of them were wounded; 
yet we had the fatisfaCtion to fee that they all ran away with 
great agility. As I was not difpo[ed forcibly to invade this 
country, either to gratify our appetites or our curiofity, and 
perceived that nothing was to be done upon friendly terms, 
we improved thit; interval, in which the deftruCtion of the 
natives was no longer neceifary to our own defence, and 
with all expedition returned towards our boat. As we were 
advancing along the 1110re, we perceived that the two nlen 
on board made fignals that more Indians were coming do\>vn; 
and before we got into the water we faw feveral of them 
coming round a point at the diftance of about five hundred 
yards: it is probable that they had met with the three who 
£Ira attacked us; for as foon as they faw us they halted, 
and feemed to wait till their main body {hould come up. 
l.Ne entered the water, and waded towards the boat; and they 
remained at their ftation, without giving us any interrup
tion. As foon as we were aboard we rowed abreaft of them, 
and their number then appeared to be between fixty and a 
hundred. We now took a view of them at our leifure ; they 
made much the fame appearance as the New Hollanders, 
being nearly of the fame fiamre, and I12ving their hair ihort 
cropped: like them alfo they were all ftark naked, but we 
thought the colour of their ikin was not quite fo dark; this 
'however might perhaps be merely the effect of their not 
being quite fo dirty. AU this while they were ihouting de~ 
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nance, and letting off their fires by four or five at a time. 
\Vhat thefe fires were, or for what purpofe intended, we 
could not imagine: thofe who difcharged tjhem had in their 
hands a iliort piece of flick, poffibly a hollow cane, which 
they fwung fideways from the.m, and we immediately faw 
fire and fmoke, exaetly refembling thofe of a mufquet, and 
of no longer duration~ This wonderful phc:enomenon was 
obferved from the ihip, and the deception was fo great that 
the people on board thought they had fire-arms; and in the 
boat, if we had not been fo near as that we mufi have heard 
the report, we fhould have thought they had been firing 

I 

volleys. After we had looked at them attentively fame time, 
without taking any notice of their flafhing and vociferation, 
we fired fome mufquets over their heads: upon hearing the 
balls rattle among the trees, they walked leifurely away, 
and we returned to the ihip. Upon examining the weapons 
they had thrown at us, we found them to be light darts, 
about four feet long, very ill made, of a reed or bamboo cane, 
and pointed with hard wood, in which there were many 
barbs. They were difcharged with great force; for though 
we were at fixty yards diftance, they went beyond us, but in 
what manner we could not exactly fee: poilibly they might 
be fuot with a bow; but we faw no bows among them 
when we furveyed them from the boat, and we were in ge
neral of opinion that they were thrown with a ftick, in the 
manner praetifed by tqe New 'Hollanders. 

This place lies in the latitude of 60 IS' ,S. and about fixty
five leagues to the N. E. of Port Saint Auguftine, or Walche 
Caep, and is near what is called in the charts C. de la Colta de 
St. Bonaventura. The land here, like that in every other part 
of the coaft is very low, but covered with a luxuriance of 
wood and herbage that can fcarcely be conceived. We faw 

~ the 
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the cocoa~nut, the bread-fruit, and the plantain tree, all 
fiOl,lrifhing in a flate of the higheft perfeCtion, though the 
cocoa-nuts were green, and the bread-fruit not in feafon; 
befides moil: of the trees, ihrubs, and plants that are com
mon to the South Sea iilands, New Zealand, and New Hal .. 
land. 

Soon after our return to the fhip, we hoifled in the boat 
and made fail to the weflward, being refolved 'to fpend 110 

more time upon this coaft, to the great fatisfatlion of a very 
confiderable majority of the fi1.ip's company. But I am forry 
to fay that I was ftrongly urged by fotne of the officers to 

fend a party of men ailiore, and cut down the cocoa-nut 
trees for the fake of the fruit. This I peremptorily refufed, 
as equally unjuft and cruel. The natives had attacked us 
merely for landing upon their coaft, when we attempted to 
take nothing away, and it was therefore nl0rally certain , 
that they would have made a vigorous effort to defend their 
property if it had been invaded, in which cafe luan y of theln 
muft have fallen a facrifice to our attempt, and perhaps alfo 
fame of our own people. I ihould have regretted the necef
fity of fuch a meafure, if I had been in want of the neceffa
ries of life;- and certainly it would have been highly crimi ... 
nal when nothing was to be obtained but two or three 
hundred of green cocoa-nuts, which would at mof!: have 
procured us a lnere tranfient gratification. I Inight indeed 
have proceeded farther along the coaft to the northward and 
weftward, in fearch of a place where the fhip might have 
lain fo near the fhore as to cover the people with her guns 
when they landed; but this would have obviated only part 
of the mifchief, and though it might have fecured us, it 
would probably in the very act have been fatal to the na
t4ves. BefidesJ we had reafon to think that before fnch a 
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place would have been found, we {hould have been carried 
fo far to the weftward as to have been obliged to go to Bata,. 
via, on the north fine of Java; which I did not think fo fafe 
a paifage as to the fouth of Java, through the Streights of 
Sunday: the fhip alfo- was fo leaky that I doubted whether 
it would not be neceifary to heave her down at Batavia, 
which was another reafon for making the heft of our way 
to that place; efpecially as no difcovery could be expected in 
feas which had already been navigated, and where every 
coafr had been laid down by the Dutch geographers .. The· 
Spaniards indeed, as well as the Dutch, [eern to have cii'cum
navigated all the iilands in New Guinea, as almoft every 
phice that is difringuii1~ed in the chart has a name in both 
languages. The charts with which I compared filch part of 
this coaft as 1 vifited, ar~ bound up with a French work, in;.. 
titled1 "H.iftoire des Navigationes aux TerresAuilrales," which 
was publiilied in 1'756, and I found~ them tolerably exact; 
yet I know not by whom, nor wIlen they were taken: and' 
[houg]1 N.ew Holland and New Guinea are in them repre:. 
fented as two diffincr countries, the very hiftory in which 
they are bound up, leaves it in doubt. I pretend however to 

no more merit in this part of the voyage, than to haveefl:a... 
bliilied the faCt beyond all controverfy. 

As the two ccmntries lie very-near each other, a'nd the in'!> 
termediate fpace is full of iilands, it is· reafonable to fuppof.'! . 
that they were both peopled from one'common ftock :- yet no 
interconrfe appear·gto 11ave been kept up between them; for 

if there had, the cocoa~nuts, bread-fruit; plantains, and othe.r 
fruits of New Guinea) which are equally neceifary for the 
fupporl:' of Hfe, would certainly haye been tranfplanted to 

New HoUand, where notraces of them are to be found. The 
Author of the "Hiftoiredes Na1r.igationes auxTerresAufl:ralesJ~J 

4 m 
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in his account of La Maire's voyage, has given a vocabulary- 1770 • 
_ • •• ., September. 

of the language that IS fpoken In an Iiland near New BrItaIn, "--.,-....1 

d fi b · I' hId Monday 3·· an we nd, y comparmg that vocabu ary wit t le wor s . 
which we learnt in New Holland, that the languages are 
not the fame. If therefore it fhould appear, that the lan
guages of New Britain and New Guinea are the fame, there 
will be reafon to fuppofe that New Britain and New Guinea 
were peopled from a COlumon flock; but that the inhabi-
tants of New Holland had a different origin, notwithftanding 
the proximity of the countries. 

.c HAP. 
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C HAP. X. 

The PajJage from New. Guinea to the IjJand of Savu, and 

the TranJaElions tbere. 

W E luade fail, from noon on Monday the 3d to noon on 
Tuefday the 4th, ftanding to the weftward, and /all 

the time kept in foundings, having from fourteen to thirty 
fathom; not regular, but fometimes more, fometimes lefs. 
At noon on the 4th, we were in fourteen fathom, and lati ... 
tude 6° 44' S., longitude 223

0 5I'W.; our courfe and diftance 
fince the 3d at noon, were S. 76 "V. one hundred and twenty 
miles to the weftward. At noon on the 5th of September, 
we were in latitude ,0 25' S., longitude 225 0 4I'W.; having 
been in foundings the whole time from ten to twenty fa ... 
thorn. 

At half an hour after one in the morning of the next day, 
we paffed a fmall iiland which bore from us N. N. W. diftant 
between three and four miles; and at day-light we difco~ 
ven~d another low iiland, extending from N. N. W. to N. N. E. 
difl:ant about two or three leagues. Upon this iiland, which 
did not appear to be very fnlall, I believe I iliould have 
landed to examine its produce, if the wind had not blown 
too freih to admit of it. vVhen we paffed this ifland we had 
only ten fathom water, with a rocky bottom; and therefore 
I was afraid of running down to leeward, left Iihould meet 
with {hoal water and foul ground. Thefe iilands have no 
place in the charts except they arc the Arrou iilands; and if 

thefe, 
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the fe, they are laid down much too far from New Guinea, 
I found the fouth part of them to lie in latitude 7° 6' S., lon
gitude 225

0 W. 

We continued to fleer W. S. \V. at the rate of four miles 
and an half an hour, till ten o'clock at night, when we had 
forty-two fathom, at eleven we had thirty-feven, at twelve 
forty-five, at one in the morning forty-nine, and at three 
120, after which we had no ground. At day-light, we made 
all the fail we could, and at ten o'clock, faw land, extending 
from N. N. W. to W. by N.difiant between five and fix leagues: 
at noon, it bore from N. to W. and at about the fame diftance: 
it a:ppeared to be level, and of a moderate height: by OUf 

diftance from New Guinea, it ought to have been part of the 
Arrou Hlands, but it lies a degree farther to the fouth than. 

\ any of thefe i:llands are laid down in the charts; and by the 
latitude ihould be Timor Laoet: we founded, but h<l,d no 
ground with fifty fathom. 

As I was not able to fatisfy myfelf from any chart, what 
land it was that I faw to leeward, and fearing that it might 
trend away more foutherly, the weather alfo being fa hazy 
that we could not fee far, I fleered S. W. and by four had loft 
fight of the ifland. I was now fnrc that no part of it lay to 
the fouthward of 8° IS'S. and continued ftal1ding to the 
S. W. with an eafy fail, and a frefh. breeze at S. E. by E. and 
E. S. E.: we founded every hour, but had no bottom with 
120 fathom. 
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At day-break in the morning, we fleered W. S. 'VV. and Friday::. 

afterwards "V. by S. which by noon brought us into the lati-
tude of 9° 30' S. longitude 229° 34' W. and by our run from 
New Guinea, we ought to have been within fight of vVeafel 
liles, which in the charts are laid down at the diftance of 
twenty or twenty-five leagues frOlu' the coaft of New HoI~ 

land; 
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land; we however raw nothing, and therefore they mutt 
have 'been placed erroneoufly; nor can this be thought 
!.fh-ange, when it is confidered that not only thefe iilands, 
but 'thecoaft which bounds this fea, have been difcovered 
.and explored by different people, and at different times, and 
tne Chatts upon which they are delineated, put together by 
others, perhaps at the difiance of more than a century after 
the difcoveries had been Inade; not to Inention that the difco· 
verers themfelves had not all the r~quifites for keeping an ac· 
curate journal, of which thofe of the prefent age are poifeffed. 

vVe continued our courfe, fteering W. till the evening of 
,S"turday 8. the 8th, when the variation of the cOU1pafs~ by feveral azi

lTIuths, was 12' W. and. by the amplitude S'W. At noon, on 
Sunday 9. the 9th, our latitude, by obfervation, was 9° 46' S., longitude 

2320 7' W. For the laft two days we had fleered due W. yet; 
by obfervation, we made fixteen miles [ourhing, fix miles 
from noon on the 6th to noon on the 7th, and ten miles from 
"noon on the 7th to noon on the 8th, by which it appeared 
that there was a current fetting to the fouthward. At fun
fet, we found the variation to be 2 W. and at the fame time, 
faw an appearance ·of very high land bearing N. \V .. 

$V1onQay 10. In the morning of the loth, we faw clearly .that what had 
appeared to be land the night before, was Timor. At noon, 
our latitude, byobfervation, was 10 Q I' 8. which was fifteen 
miles to the fouthward of that given by the log ; our longi .. 
~:ude, py obJery~ttion, was 233 0 2iw. We fteered N. W. in 
order to obtain a more diftinCt v'iew of the land in fight, till 

iruefday II. four o'clock b the morning of the II th, when the wind 
came to the N.W. and W. with which we ftood to the fouth
ward till nine, when we tacked and flood N. W. having the 
wind now at W. S. W. At fun-rife, the land had appeared to 

.~~tend from W. N. W. to N. E. and at noon, we ~o;t.;l:ld fee it 

extend 
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extend to the wefl:ward as far as W. by S. -; s. but no farther 
to the eaitward than N. by E. We were now well aifured, 
that as the fira land we had feen was Timor, the lail iiland 
we had paired was Timor Laoer, or Laut. Laoet, is a word 
in the language of l\1alaca, fignifying Sea, and this iiland. 
was nalned by the inhabitants of that country. The fouth. 
part of it lies in latitude 8 Q IS'S. longitude ~28:) lo"N. but 
in the charts the fouth point is laid down in various lati
tudes, from 80 30' to 9° 30': it is indeed poilible that the 
land we faw might be forne other iiland, but the prefumption 
to the contrary is very firong, for if Timor Laut had lain 
where it is placed in the charts, we muft have feen it there. 
We were now in latitude 9° 37' S.; longitude, by an obferva
tion of the fun and moon, 233° 54' W. we were the day before 
in 233 0 '),7'; the difference is 27', exal'tly the fame that was 
given by the log: this, however, is a degree of accuracy in. 
obfervation that is feldom to be expeCted. In the afternoon, 
we flood in fhore till eight in the evening, when we tacked 
and frood off, being at the diftance of about three leagues 
from the land, which at fun-fet extended frOln S. '\iV. ~ W. to 

N. E.: at this time we founded, and had no ground with 140 

fathom. At midnight, having but little wind, we tacked 
and flood in, and at noon the next day, our latitude, by ob
fervation, was gO 36' S. This day, we faw fmoke on fhore 
in feveral places, and had feen many fires during the night. 
The land appeared to be very high, rifing in gradual flapes 
one above another; the hills were in general covered with 
thick woods, but among theln we could diftinguiih naked 
fpOts of a confiderable extent, which had the appearance of 
having been cleared by art. At five o'clock in the afternoon, 
we were within a mile and a half of the fhore, in fixteen fa
thom water, and abreafl: of a fmall inlet into the low land, 
which lies in latitude 9Q 34-' S. and probably is the fame that 
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Dampier entered with his boat, for it did not feern to have 
fufficient depth of water for a fhip. The land here an [we red 
well to the defcription that he has given of it: clofe to the 
beach it was covered with high fpiry trees, which he n1en
tions as having the appearance of pines; behind thefe there 
{eemed to be faIt water creeks, and many mangroves, inter
fperfed however with cocoa-nut trees: the flat land at the 
beach appeared in fame places to extend inward two or three 
miles before the rife of the firfr hill; in this part, however, 
we faw no appearance of plantations or houfes, but great 
fertility, and from the number of fires, we judged that the 

. place muft be well peopled. 

When we had approached within a mile and an half of 
the ihore, we tacked and frood off, and the extreams of the 
co aft then extended from N. E. by E. to W. by S. ~ S. The 
fouth wefterly extremity was a low point, diftant from us 
about three leagues. While we were :flanding in for the 
:!hore, we founded feveral times, but had no ground till we 
cam,e within about two miles and a half, and then we had 
:five and twenty fathOlTI, with a foft bottom. After we had 
tacked, we flood off till midnight, with the wind at S.; we 
then tacked and fiood two hours to the wefl:ward, when the 
wind veered to S. W. and W. S. W. and we then :flood to the 

l'llllddilY 13. fouthward again. In the morning, we found the variation 
to be rO 10' VI. by the amplitude, and by the azimuth 1 0 Qio. 
At noon, our latitude was, by obfervation, gO 45' S. our Ion ... 
gitude 234Q I2' W.; we were then about feven leagues 
diftant from the land, which extended froIn N. 31 E. to, 
W.S. W.:, W~ 

With light land breezes from W. by N. for a few hours in 
a morning, and fea breezes from S. S. \V. and S. we advanced 

}'."iciay lei, _ to the weftwarcl but ilowly. At noon on the 14th, we were 
between fix and feven leagues from the land, whi~h ex.,

tended 
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tended from N. by E. to S. 78 W.; we ftill faw fmoke in 1''7°, 

many places by day, and fire by night, both upon the low lS~pte,:~ 
land and the mountains beyond it. We continued fleering Friday 1+. 

along the ihore, till the morning of the 15th, the land fliH Saturday r s· 
appearing hilly, but not fa high as it had been: the hills in 
general came quite down to the fea, and where they did not~ 
we faw inftead of flats and mangrove land,immenfe groves 
of cocoa-nut trees, reaching about a mile up from the beach: 
there the plantations and houfes commenced, and appeared 
to be innumerable. The houfes were ihaded by groves of 
the fan palm, or borajfus, and the plantations, which Were 
inclofed by a fence, reached almoft to the tops of the highefl: 
hills. We faw however neither people nor cattle, though 
our glaffes were continually employed, at which we were 

. not a little furprifed. 

We continued our courfe, with little variation, till nine 
o'clock in the morning of the 16th, when we faw the fmall Sunday 16. 

iiland called ROTTE ; and at noon, the ifland SEMAU, lying 
off the fouth end of Timor, bore N. W. 

Dampier, who has given a large defcription of the iiland 
of Timor, fays, that it is feventy leagues long, and fixteen 
broad, and that it lies nearly N. E. and S. "V. I found the 
eafl: fid'e of it to lie neareft N. E. by E. and S. \V. by W. and the 
fouth end to lie in latitude 100 23' S. longitude 23 60 5' W. 
'Ve ran about forty-five leagues along the eafl: fide, and found 
the navigation altogether free fronl danger. The land 
which is bounded by the fea, except near the [outb. end, is 
low for twO or three n1iles within the beach, and in general 
irncrFeCccd by faIt creeks: behind the low land are moun
tains, which rife one above another to a confiderable height. 
'vVe i1cered VI. N. W. till two in the afternoon, when, being 
within a [mall diftance of the north end of Rotte, we hauled 

1: Q...2 up 



668 

J770 • 
September. 
'--.r--J 
Sunday 16. 

LIEUTENANT COOK's VOYAGE 

up N. N. 'tV. in order to go between it and Seman: after fieer~ 
ing three leagues upon this courfe, vIe edged away~. w. 
and W. and by fix, we were clear of all the ifiands. At this 
time, the fouth part of Semau, which lies in latitude 10° 

IS'S. bore N. E. diftant four leagues, and the iiland of Rotte 
extended as far to the foufhward as S. 36 VI. The north end 
of this ifiand, and the fouth end of Tilllor, lie N. -!- E. and 
S. ~ W. and are about three or four leagues difiant from each 
other. At the weft end of the paifage between Rotte and 
Seman, are two fmall iilands, one of which lies near the 
Rotte fnore, and the other off the [ourh weft point of Selnau: 
there is a good channel between them, about fix 111iles 
broad, through which we paired. The ine of Rotte has not 
fo lofty and mountainous an appearance as Timor, though 
it is agreeably diverfified by hill and valley: on the north 
fide, there are many fandy beaches1 near which grew fome 
trees of the fan palm, but the far greater part was covered 
with a kind of bru1hy wood, that was without leaves. The 
appearance of Seman was nearly the fame with that of 
Timor, but not quite fo high. About ten o'clock at night, 
we obferved a phcenOlllenon in the heavens, which in many 
particulars refembled the aurora borealis, and in others, was 
very different: it confifted of a dull reddi1h light, and 
:reached about twenty degrees above [he horizon: its extent 
was very different at different times, but it was never lefs 
than eight or ten points of the compafs: through, and out of 
this, paired rays of light of a brighter colour, which va
nifhed, and were renewed near! y in the fame time as thofe 
of the aurora borealis, but had no degree of the tremulous 
or vibratory motion which is obferved in that ph;:enomenon: 
tile body of it bore S. S. E. froll1 the fhip, and it continued, 
without any diminution of its brightnefs, till twelve o'clock, 

whe~ 
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when we retired to ileep, but haw long afterwards, I cannot 
tell. 
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Being clear of all the iilands, which are laid down in the Monday 170 

n1aps we had on board, between Timor and Java, we fleered 
a weft courfe till fix o'clock the next morning, when we un

expeCtedly faw an ifiand bearing W. S. W. and at firft I 
thought we had made a new difcovery. We fi:eered direc'tly 
for it, and by ten o'clock were clofe in with the north fide of 
it, where we faw hou[es, cocoa-nut trees, and, to our very 
agreeable {urprife, numerous flocks of :theep. This was a 
temptation not to be refified by people in our fituation, efpe-
cially as many of us were in a bad ftate of health, and many 
fEll repining at my not having touched at Timor: it was 
therefore foon determined to attempt a commerce with .. 
people who appeared to be fo well able to fupply our many 
neceffities, and remove at once the llcknefs and difcontent 
that had got footing among us. The pinnace was hoifted 
out, and Mr. Gore, the Second Lieutenant, fent to fee if 
there was any convenient place to land, taking with him 
fome trifles, as prefents to the natives, if any of them ihould 
appear. While he was gone, we faw from the ihip two men 
on horfeback, who feemed to be riding upon the hills for 
tHeir amufement, and often flopped to look at the ihip. By 
this we knew that the place had been fettled by Europeans, 
and hoped, that the many difagreeable circumfl:ances which 
always attend thefirft eibbliihment of comn1crce with fa-
vages, would be avoided. In the lucan time, Mr. Gore 
landed in a {mall fandy cove near fome houfes, and was 
met by eight or ten of the natives, who, as well in their 
drefs as their per[ons, very llluch re[ell1bled the 1Vlalays: 
they were without arms, except the knives which it is their 
cufl:om to wear in their girdles, and one of them had a jack 
afs with hi111: they courteouily invited hin1 afhore, and C01l1-

~ verfed 
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verfed with him by figns, but very little of the meaning of 
either party could be underftood by the other. In a iliort 
time he returned with this report, and, to our great mortifi
,cation, added, that there was no anchorage for the fhip. I 
fent hiln however a fecond time, with both money and 
goods, that he nlight, if pollible, purchafe [orne refrefh
ments, at leaft for the tick; and Dr. Solander went in the 
boat with him. In the mean time I kept fianding on and off 
with the {hip, whieh at this time was within about a nlile 
of the fhore. Before the boat could land, we faw two other 
hor[emen, one of whOln was in a complete European dre[s, 
confifl:ing of a blue coat, a white waiHcoat, and a laced hat: 
thefe people, when the boat came to the :lllOre, took little 
notice of her, but fauntered about, and feemed to look with 
great curiofity at the ihip. We faw however other horfe
Inen, and a great number of perfons on foot, gather round 
our people, and, to our great fatisfac9:ion, perceived feveral 
cocoa~nuts carried into the boat, from which we concluded 
that peace and commerce were eftablifhed between us. 

After the boat had been afhore about an hour and a half , 
ihe made the fignal for having intelligence that there was a 
bay to leeward, where we Inight anchor: we flood away 
direc9:1y for it, and the boat following, foon came on board. 
The Lieutenant told us, that he had fcen fome of the prin
cipal people, who were dreifed in fine linen, and had chains 
Df gold round their necks;: he faid, that he had not been 
able to trade, becaufe the owner of the cocoa-nuts was ab
rent, but that about two dozen had been rent to the boat as 
a pre[ent, and that fome linen had been accepted in return. 
The people, to give him the information that he wanted, 
drew a map upon the fand, in which they made a rude re
prefentation of a harbour to leeward, and a town near it: 
they al[o gave him to llnderfiand, that iheep, hogs, fowls, 

and 
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and fruit Inight there be procured in great plenty. Some of 
them frequently pronounced the word Ponuguefe, and faid 
fomething of Larntuca, upon the Wand of Ende: frbIll this 
circumftance, we conjeCtured that there were Portuguefe 
fomewhere upon the ifland, and a Portuguefe, who was in 
our boat, attempted to converfe with th{! Indians in that Ian .. 
guage, but foon found that they knew only a word or two 
of it by rote: one of theln however, when they were giving 
our people to underftand that there was a town near the 
harbour to which they had direcred us, intilnated, that as a 
token of going right,. we fhould fee fomewhat~ which he 
expreifed by croiling his fingers, and the Portuguefe inftantly 
conceived that he meant to exprefs a crofs. Juft as our
people were putting off, the horfeman in the European drefs· 
came up, but the officer not having his commiffion about 
him, thought it beft to decline a conference. 

At feven dclock in the evening, we canle to an anchor in 
the bay to which we had been directed, at about the diftance 
of a mile from the fhon~, in thirty-eight fathOlll water, with 
a clear fandy bottom. The north poil1t of the bay bore N. 
30 E. difl:ant two miles and an half, and the fouth point, or 
weft end of the iiland, bore S. 63 \ii[, Juft as we got round 
the north point, and entered the bay, we difcovered a large 
Indian town or village, upon which we flood on, hoifiing a 
jack on the fore top-mafl: head: foon after, to our great fur
prize, Dutch colours were hoiHed in the town, and three 
guns fired; we flood on, however, till we had foundings, 
and then anchored. 
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As foon as it was light in the lTIorning, we faw the fame Tuefday 1.f\ 

colours hoifl:ed upon. the beach, abreaft of the fhip; fup-
pofing therefore that the Dutch had a fettlemenr here, I rent 
Lieutenant Gore aihore, to v',lxe upon the Governor~ or the 
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chief perron reuding upon the [pot, and acquaint him who 
we were, and for what purpofe we had touched upon the 
coaft. As foon as he cam.e' afhore, he was received by a 
guard of between twenty and thirty Indians, armed with 
muikets, who conduc1:ed him to the town, where the colours 
had been hoifled the night before~ carrying with. them thofe 
that had been hoWed upon the beach, and marching with
out any military regularity. As foon as he arrived, he was 
introduced to the Raja, or King of the iiland, and by a Por~ 
tuguefe interpreter, told him, that the ihip was a man of 
war belonging to the King of Great Britain, and that ihe had 
111any fick on board, for whom he wanted to purchafe fuch. 
refre:fhments as the ii1and afforded. His Majefty replied, 
that he was willing to fupply us with whatever we wanted, 
but, that being in alliance with the Dutch Eaft India Com .. 
pany, he was not at liberty to trade with any other people, 
without having firft procured their confent, for which, how
ever, he faid he would in1mediately apply to a Dutchman 
who belonged to the company, and who was the only white 
man upon the iiland. To this man, who refided at fome 
diftance, a letter was immediately difpatched, acquainting 
hi.m with our arrival and requeft: in the mean time, Mr. 
Gore difpatched a Ineifenger to me, with an account of his '. 
firuation, and the flate of the treaty. In about three hours, 
the Dutch re!ident anfwered the letter that had been rent 
him, in peI'fon: he proved to be a native of Saxony, and hi~ 
name is Johan Chriftopher Lange, and the [arne pel-fon whom 
've had feen on hOl'feback in a European ell'efs: he behaved 
with great civility to IVI1'. Gore, and afrure.d him, that we 
were at liberty to purchafe of the natives whatever we 
pleafed. After a ihort time, he exprefred a deure of coming 
on board, fo did the king alfo, and feveral of his <J.ttendants : 
lVIr. Gore intimated that he was ready to attend them, but 

they 
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Tuefday l~. 
About two o'clock, they all came aboar4 the !hip, and our 

dinner being ready, they accepted our invitation to partake 
of it: I expected them immediately to fit down, but the King 
feemed to hefitate, and at laft, with forne confufion, [aid he 
did not imagine that we, who were white men, would [uirer 
him, who was of a different colour, to fit down in our com .. 
pany; a compliment foon relTIoved his [cruples, and we all 
fat down together with great cheerfulnefs and cordiality: 
happily we were at no 10fs for interpreters, both Dr. Solander 
and Mr. Sporing underflanding Dutch enough to keep up a 
converfation with Mr. Lange, and feveral of the [ealnca 
were able to converfe with fueh of the natives as [poke Par ... 
tuguefe. Our dinner happened to be mutton, and the King 
~xpreffed a defire of having an Englifh iheep; we had but 
one left, however that was prefented to him-: the facility 
with which this was procured, encouraged hilU to afl~ fat 
an Englifh dog~ and Mr. Banks politely gave up his grey
hound: 1V11'. Lange then intimated that a fpying-glafs would 
be acceptable, and one was imn'lediately put into his hand. 
Our guefl:s then told us that the i:l1and abounded with buf~ 
faloes, 1heep, hogs, and fowls, plenty of which fhould be 
driven down to the beach the next day, that we might p:'lr
chafe as luany of theln as we :lhould think fit; this put us 
all into high fpirits, and the liquor circulated rather fafter 
than either the Indians or the Saxon could bear.; they inti~ 

lnated their defire to go away, however, before they were 
quite drunk, a·nd were received upon deck, as they had 
b('cn when they came aboard, by the Inarines under anns. 
The King expreifed a curiofity to fee them exercife~ in which 
he "vas gratified, and they fired three rounds: he looked at 
thern with great attention, and Was much furprifed at their 

\/ C',L. II. 4 R regularity 
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regularity and expedition, efpecially in cocking their pieces; 
the firft time they did it, he ftruck the fide of the !hip with a 
flick that he had in his hand, and cried out with great 
vehemence, that all the locks' made but one click. They. 
were difmiifed with many prefents, and when they went 
away faluted with nine guns: Mr. Banks and Dr. Solander 
went aihore with them; and as foon as they put off they 
gave us three cheers. 

Our Gentlemen, when they came aihore, walked up with 
tl1em to the town, which confifts of many houfes, and forne 
of them are large; they are however nothing more than a 
thatched roof, fupported over a boarded floor, by pillars 
about four feet high. They produced fame of their palm-· 
wine, which was the frefh unfernlenred juice of the tree; 
it had a fweet1 but not a difagreeable tafte; and. hopes were 
conceived that it Inight contribute to recover our fick frOlll 
the fcurvy. Soon after it was dark, Mr~ Ban~s and Dr. Solan.,":" 
der returned on board .. 

In the mOl~ning of the 19th, J went aihore with Mr. Banks" 
and feveraI .of the officets and Gentlemen" to return tIle' 
King's viflt; but my chief bufinefs was to procure [orne' of: 
the buffaloes, fheep and fowls,. wllich we had' been tord: 
ihould be driven down to· the heach .. We were' greatlY rnor;",

titled to find that no £leps had been taken to fulfil thi's pro
m.ife; however, we proceeded to the houfe of aJfembly, 
which with two or three lTIOre had been erected' by tlie
Dutch Eaft lnelia company, and are dillinguiilied from the 

• reft by two pieces of wood refembling a pair of cow's hOfITS; 

one of whIch is fet up at eacIiend of the ridge tbat termi
nates the roof; and thefe were certainTy what the Indian in: .. 
tended to reprefent by croiling his fingers, though our Por
tugnefe, whoWJ;s a good Catholic, conffrued the fign into a 

4 ~~ 
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'crofs, which had perfuaded us that the fettlement belonged 
. to his countrymen. In this place we met Mr. Lange, and 
the King, whofe name was A Madocho Lomi Djara, attended 
by many of the principal people. We told them that we had 
in the boat goods of various kinds, which we propofed to 

barter for fueh refreihments as they would give us in ex
change, and defired leave to bring them on :fhore; which 
being granted, they were brought aillOre accordingly. vV c 
then attempted to fettle the price of the buffal.oes, iheep, 
hogs, and other ~ommodities which we propofed. to pur
chafe, <l:nd for which we were to pay in money ; but as foon 
as this was mentioned Mr. Lange left us, telling us that 
thefe preliminaries muft be fetded with the native£: he faid, 
however, that he had received a letter from the Governor of 
Concordia in Timor, the purport of which he would com~ 
municate to us when he returned. 

• 
As the morning was now far advanced, and we were very 

unwilling to return on board and eat faIt provifions, when 
fo many delicacies furrounded us afhore, we petitioned hi3 
MajeUy for liberty to purchafe a fmall hog and fome ric~, 
and to employ his fubje<..9:s to drefs theln for us. He an
fwered very gracionfly, that if we could eat viCtuals dreifed 
by his fubjeCts, which he could fcarcely fuppofe, he would 
-do himfelf the honour of entertaining us. We expreffed our 
gratitude, and immediately ferit on board for liquors. 

About five o'clock, dinner was ready; it was ferved in fix 
and thirty dillies, or rather baikets, containing alternately 
rice and pork; and three bowls of earthen ware, filled with 
the liquor in which the pork had been boiled: there were 
ranged upon the floor, and mats laid round rhein for us to 
:fit upon. 'Ne were then conducted by turns to a hole in the 
floor, near which flood a man with water in a veifel, made 

of 
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of the leaves of the fan-palm, who affifl:ed us in wafhing 
our hands. When this was done, we placed our:felves round. 
the victuals, and waited for the king. As he did not come, 
we enquired for him, and were told that, the cufiom of the 
country did not permit the perf on who gave the entertain
ment to fit down with his guefts; but that, if we fufpecred 
the viCtuals to be poifoned, he would come and taile it. We 
ilnn"lediately declared that. we had no fuch fufpicion, and 
defiredthat none of the rituals of hofpitality might be vio-· 
lated on our account. The prime miniHer and Mr. Lange 
were of our party, and we made a moil luxurious meal: we 
thought the pork and rice excellent, and the broth not to· be 
defpifed; but the fpoons, which were n1ade of leaves, were fo 
fmall that few of us had patience to ufe them. After dinner, 
our wine pafTed brifkly about, and we again enquired for· 
our royal hoft, thinking that though the cufl:om of his coun~ 
try would not allow him to eat with us, he might at leail 

. :Chare in the jollity of our bottle; but he again excufed him
felf, faying, that the mailer of a.feaft ihould never be drunk, 
which there was no certain way to avoid but by not tafting 
the liquor. We did not however drink our wine where we 
had eaten our vicct,uals; but as foon as we had dined made' 
TOOln for the feamen and fervants, who immediately took 
our places: they could not difpatch all that we had left, but 
the women who came to clear away the bowls and baikers, 
obliged them to carry away with thelnwhattheyhadnoteaten~, 
.:\8 wine generally warms and opens the hean, we took an 
opportunity, Whel} we thought its influence began to be felt) 
to revive the fubject of the buffaloes and :lheep, of which. 
we had not in all this time heard a fyllable, though they 
were to have been brought down early in the morning. But 
our Saxon Dutchman, with great phleglll, began to commu~ 

nie-ate to us, the contents of the letter which he pretended to 

have 
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.have received from the Governor of Concordia. He faid, 
that after acquainting him that a veffel had fleered from 
thence towards the ifiandwhere we were now aihore, it re
quired him, if fuch £hip fhould apply for provifions in dif
trefs, to relieve her; but not to fuffer her to flay longer than 
was abfolutely neceffitry, nor to make any large prefents to 
the inferior people, or to leave any with thofe of fuperior! 
rank to be afterwards diftributed among them: but he was· 
graciouily pleafed to add, that we were at liberty to give beads, 
and other trifles in exchange for petty civilities, and palm-, 
WIne. 

It was the general opinion that this letter was a fiction; 
that the prohibitory orders were feigned with a view to get 
money from us for breaking them; and that by precluding 
our liberality to the natives, this man hoped more eafily to 
turn it into another channel. 

In the evening, we received intelligence from our trading~ 
place that no buffaloes or hogs had been brought down, and, 
only a few !beep, which had been taken away before our 
people, who had fent for money, could procure it. Some 
fowls ho~ever had been bought, and a large quantity ofa 
kind of fyrup made of the juice of the palm tree, which, 
though infinitely fuperior to molaffes or treacle, fold at a. 
very low price. \Ve complained of our difappointment to' 
iVII'. Lange, who had now another fubterfuge; he faid, that 
if we had gone down to the beach ourfelves, we H"light have 
purchafed what we pleafed; but that the natives were afraid 
to take meney of our people, left it fhould be counterfeiL. 
\Ve cO'L1ld not but feel fome indignation againft a man who 
had concealed this, being true; or alleged it, being falfe, 
I flarted up, however, and went immediately to the beach? 
bra no Gl.~:'.L; or ll1eep were to b~ feeD, nor were any at hand, 
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tobe produced. \Vllile I was gone, Lange, who knew well 
enough that lfhould fucceed no better than lny p~ople, tolel 
Mr. Banks that ,the natives were difpleafed at our not having 
offered them gold for their flock; and that if gold was not 
offered, nothing would be bought. Mr. Banks did not think. 
it wO'rth his while to reply, but foon after rofe up, and we 
aU returned on board, very much diifatisfied with the iifue 
of our negociations. During the courfe of the day, the 
King had promifed that fome cattle and iheep ihould be 
brought down in the morning, and had given a rearon for 
our difappointment fOlnewhat more plaufible; he faid that 
the buffaloes were far up the country, and that there had 
not been time to bring them down to the beach. 

'The next lnorning we went a!hore again: Dr. Solander went 
up to the town to fpeak to Lange, and I remained upon the 
beach, to fee what could be done in the purchafe of provi-' 
fions. I found here an old Indian, who, as he appeared to 
have fome authority, we had among ourfelves called the 
Prime Minifter; to engage this man in our interefl: I pre
fented hinl with a fpying-glafs, but I faw nothing at mar
ket ex-cept one fmall buffalo. I enquired the price of it, and 
was told five guineas: this was twice as much as it was 
worth; however; I offered three, which I could perceive the 
:man who treated with 111e thought a good price; but he faid 
that he lTIUfl: acquaint the King with what I had offered be .. 
fore he ,could take it. A meifenger was imlnediateIy dif
patched to his M<l,Jefty, who foon returned, and faid,that the 
buffalo would not be rold for any thing lefs than five guinea$,. 
This price I abfolutely refufed to give; and another meifen ... 
,ger was fent away with an account of my refufal: thi.s mef
(enger was longer abfent thal). the other, and while I was 
~aiting for his retllrn .I faw, tOlllY great aftoniihment, Dr~ 

Bolander 
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Solander coming from the town, followed by above a hun .. 
dred men, fome armed with mufquets and forne with lan
ces. When I enquired the meaning of this hoftile appear
ance; the DO<.'1or tOld me, that Mr. Lange had int€rpreted to 

him a Ineifage from the King, purporting that the people 
would not trade with. us, becaufe we had refufed, to give 
them more than half the value of what they had to fell; and 
that we fhould not be permitted to trade upon any tenns 
longer than this day. Befides the officers who commanded 
the party, there came with it a man who was born at Timor, 
of Portuguefe parents,. and who,- as ,1\y e afterwards difco
vered, was a kind of colleague to the Dutch facror; by this 
man what they pretended to be the King's order was. deli
vered to me, of the fame purport with that which Dr. So

lander had received from Lange. We were all clead y of 
opinion that this was a mel~e artifice of the factors to extort 
money from us, for which we had. been prepared by the 
account of a lener from CORcordia; and while we were he~ 
fitating what fiep to take, the Portuguefe, that he might the 
fooner accomplifh his purpofe, began to drive away the 
people who had brought down poultry and fyrup, and others 
that were now comi11g in with buffaloes and !heep. At this 
time, I gl'ancecl my eye upon the old man whom I had com
plimented in the morning with the fpyingglafs, and I 
thought, by his· looks, that he' did not heartily approve of 
what was doing;· I therefore rook hirR- by the hand, and pre
fented him with an old broad [wont This inftantly turned 
[he fcale in our favour; he received the fword with a tran~ 

fport of joy, and flouriihing it over the bury Portuguefe, 
who crouched like a fox to; a lioD j he made him, and the 
Bfficer whocOlnmand'ed the party, fit down upon the ground 
behind hil11: the people, who, whatever were the crafty 
pretences of thefe iniquitous fac'lors for a· Dutch com pany ~ 
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Thtirfday 20. Hantly improved the advantage that had been procured 

them, and the market was flocked almofl: in an inftant. To 
efl:abliih a trade for buffaloes, however, which I moft wanted, 
I found it neceifary to give ten guineas for two, one of 
which weighed no more than a hundred and fixty pounds; 
but I bought feven more nluchcheaper, and luight after .. 
wards have purchafed as many as I pleafed almoft upon my 
own ternlS,for they were now driven down to the water
fide in herds. In the firfl: two that I bought fa dear, Lange 
had certainly a mare, and it was in hopes to obtain part of 
the price of others, that he had pretended we muft pay for 
them in gold. The natives however fold what they after., 
wards brought down much to their fatisfaCtion, without pay .. 
ing part of the price to him as a reward for exa<..9:ing money 
from us. IvIoft of the buffaloes that we bought, after our 
friend, the Prime Minifter, had procured us a fair market, 
were fold for amu[quet apiece, and at this price we might 
have bought as many as would have freighted OUr :!hip. 

The refreililuenrs which we procured here, confified of 
nine buffaloes, fix fueep, three hogs, thirty dozen of fowls, 
a few limes, and -fame cocoa~nuts; many dozen of eggs; 
half of which however proved to be rotten; a little garlic, 
and feveral hundred gallons of palm-fyrup. 

C HAP. 
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A particular Difcriptio?Z of the Ijland of Sa'vu, its Produce 

and Inhabitants, with a Specimen of their Language, 

P~!T'-1 HIS iiland is called by the natives SAVU; the middle of 
. 1,1. it lies in about the latitude 10° 35' S., longitude 237 0 

30' \V.; and has in gCl'leral been fo little known that I never 
faw a rnap or chart in '\vhich it is clearly or accurately laid 
-down. I have feen a very old one, in which ie is called Sou, 
and confounded with Sandel Bofch. Rumphius mentions 
an iiland by the name of Saow ; and he alfo fays that it is the 
fatne which the Dutch call Sandel Bofch: but neither is this 
iiland, nor Timor, nor Rotte, nor indeed anyone of the Wands 
that we have feen in thefe [eas, placed within a reafonable 
diftance of its true fituation. It is about eight leagues long 
from eafl: to weft; but what is its breadth, I do not know, as 
I faw only the north fide. The harbour in which we lay is 
-called Seba, fro111. the diftril9: in which it lies: it is on the 
north weft fide of the iiland, and well iheltered from the 
iouth weH trade \vind, but it lies open to the north weft. "\Ve 
were told, that there were two other bays where fhips l1'light 
anchor; that the befc, called Timo, was on the foutb. weft 
ilde of the fouth/eaD: point: of the third we learnt neither 
t ;~~ name nor fituation. The fea-coafl:, in general, is low; 
. but in the middle of the ifland there are hills of a coniide
Table height. Vi! e were upon the coaft at the latter end of 
the dry feafon, when there had been no rain for [even 
.1110nths ; and we were told that when the dry {eafon conti-
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nues fa long, there is no~ running {he am of frefh water 
upon the whole iiland, but only fmall fprings, which are 
at a confiderable diflance from the fea-fide: yet nothing 
can be imagined fo beautiful as the profpecr of the coun
try from the fhip. The level ground next to the fea
fide was covered with cocoa-nut trees, and a kind of palm 
called Arecas; and beyond them the hills, which rofe· in a 
gentle and regular afcent7 were richly dO-thed, quite to the 
fnmmit, with plantations of the fan-palm, forming an al
moil impenetrable grove. How much even this profpect 
mufl: be improved, when every foot of ground between t~e 
trees is covered with verdure, by maize, and millet and in
dico, can fcarcely be conceived but by a powerful imagina
tion, not unacquainted with the flatelinefs and beauty of the 
trees that adorn this part of the earth. The dry feafon com
Inences in March or April, and ends in OCtober or Novembero 

The principal trees of this i:lland, are the fan-palm, the' 
tocoa-nut, tamarind, limes" oranges, and mangoes; the: 
other vegetable prodllCtions are maize, Guinea corn, rice,. 
millet, callevaoces, and water-melons. We faw alfo one 
fugar-cane) and a few kinds of European garden-fluff; par-· 
ticularly cellery, marjoram, fennel, and garlic. For the fup-. 
ply of luxury, it has betele, areca, tobacco, cotton, indica, 
and a fmall quantity of cinnamon" which feems to be' 
planted here only for curiofity ; and indeed we doubted' 
whether it was the genuine plant, knowing that the Dutch 
arc very careful not to truft the fpiees out of their proper 
iHands. There are however feveral kinds of fruit, befides 
thofe which have been already mentioned; particularly the 
fW,eet fop, which is well known to the Weft Indians, and a. 
fmall oval fruit, called the Blimbi, both of which grow upon 
-trees. The blimbi is about three or four inches long, and 

111 
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in the middle about as thick as a man's finger, tapering to ... 
wards each end: it is covered with a very thin ficin of a light 

, green colour, and in the infideare a few feeds difpofcd in 
the form of a ~ar: its flavour is a light, clean~ pleafant acid, 
but it cannot be eaten raw; it is [aid to be excellent as a 
pickle; and ftewed, it made a moft agreeable four [auce to 

-our boiled dillies. 

The tame anir.aals are buffaloes, iheep, goats, hogs, fowls~ 
pigeons, horfes, aifes, dogs and cats; and of all thefe there 
is great plenty. The buffaloes differ very confiderably from 
the horned cattle of Europe in feveral particulars; their ears 
are much larger, their ikins are almoft without hair, their 
horns are curved towards each other, but together bend di
reCtly backwards, and they have no dewlaps. Vve faw fe
veral that were as big as a well grown European ox, and 
there muft be fame much larger; for Mr. Banks faw a pair 
'of horn.s which meafured frOlll tip to tip three feet nine 
inches and an half, acrofs their wideft diameter four feet 
one inch and an half, and in the whole fweep of their fenli
circle in front feven feet fix inches and a half. It muft 
however be obferved, that a buffalo here of any given fize, 
does nm weigh above half as much as an ox of the fame 
fize in England: thofe that we gueffed to weigh four hun
dred weight did not weigh mor€ than two hundred and 
fifty; the reafon is} that fa late in the dry feafon the bones 
.:are very thinly covered with fle:1b.: there is not an ounce of 
fat in a whole <:arcafs, and the flanks are literally nothing 
but ikin and bone; the fIefh however is well taHed and 
juicy, and I fuppofe better than the flefh of an Engliih 
ox would be if he was to ftarve in this fun-burnt country. 

The horfes are from eleven to twelve hands high, but 

~though they are fmall, they are fpirited and nimble, efpe-
4 S 2 dally 
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dal1y in pacing, which is their common Hep: the il1habi:' 
tants generally ride them without a faddle, and with rAt) 

better bridle than a halter. The iheep are of the kind 
which in England are called Bengal iheep, and (lifter from 
ours in lluny particulars. They are covered vvirh hz.ir 1n

Head of wool, their ears are very large, and hang dOVi711 

under their horns, and their nofes are arched;. they 8.1''1 

thought to have a general refemblance to a goat, and for 
that reafon are frequently called cabritos: their flefh we 
thought the worfl: mutton we had ever eaten, being as lean 
as that of the buffalo's, and without flavom.. The hogs~ 
however, were fome of the fatteft we had ever feen, though, 
as we were told, their principal food is the outfide huiks of 
rice, and the palm. fyrup diffolved in water. The fowls are 
chiefly of the game breed, and large, but the eggs are re~ 
n"1arkably fmall. 

Of the fi111. which the fea produces Eere, we know but 
EttIe: turtles are fOInetimes found upon the eoail, and are 
by thefe people, as we.ll as all others) ccnfidered as a dainty. 

The people are rather under, than over the middling fize; 

the women efpecially are remarkably {hort and [quat buik: 
their complexion is a dark brown, and their hair univerfalb 
black. and lank. "VVe favv- no difference in the cclour of rich 
and poor, though in t"he South Sea iilands thole that were 
(.:xpc)fed to the wea.ther were almofl: as brmvl1 as the New 
Hollanders, and the better fort nearly as fair as the natives 
of Europe. The men are in general well-n1ac.le, vigorous, 
and ac..1:ive, and have a greater variety in the make and dif
pofii:ion of their features than ufual; the countenances of tl~e 
wornen, on the contrary, are all alike. 

The lllCl1 fafl:en their hair up to the top of their heads 
\'ritL a comb, the "yomen tie it behind in a club, which is 

very 
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very far from becOlning. Both [exes eradicate the hair frOlu 
under the arm, and the men do the fame by their beards, 
for which purpofe, the better fort ahvays carry a pair of 
filver pincers hanging by a firing round their necks; fome 
however [uffer a very little hair to remain upon their upper 
Eps, but this is .al ways kept iliort. 

The drefs of both fexes confifts of cotton cloth,which: 
being died blue in the yarn, and not uniforrnly of the fame 
Dude, is in clouds or W2;ves of that C010111:, and even in our 
eye had not an inelegant appearance. This cloth they ma

nufacture then1felves, and two pieces, each about two yards 
long, and a yard and a half wide, make a drefs: one of 
them is worn round thG 111iddle, and the other covers the 
upper part of tl1e body: the lower edge of the piece that 
goes round the middle,. the men draw pretty tight jufi belovl 
the fork, the upper edge of it is left loofe, fo as to form a 
kind of hollo'JIl belt, \IV hich ferves them as a pocket. to carry 
their knives, and other little implements which it is conve
nient to have about them, Tbe other piece of cloth is paired 
through this girdle behind, and one end of it being brought 
over the left :fhoulder, and the other over the right, they 
fall down over the brea{t, and are tucked into the girdle 
before, fo that by opening or eloting the plaits, they can 
cover more or 1e[s of their DoJics as . they pleafe) the arms, 
legs, and feet are always naked. The difference between 
the drefsof the tVJO fexes confifis principally in the manner 
of wearing the \vaift-piece j for the women, i~~ftead of dr~w

ing the lower cd~;e tight, and leaving the upper edge loofe 
for a pocker, draw th~ uppc;' edge tight, and let the lower 
edge fall as lo\v as the knees, fo as La for1'.n a petticoat; the 

body-piece, ina~3J':~ 0':: b;~jng pafR:d thrEmgh the girdle, is 
:fafl:ened under t;iC:: a,.-:11S, aWl crofs the brea:t, with tbe unnon: 
~ "P leV I. 11"v::: already obfervec13 that the n, len faften the ae ..... ~L J' <do 

hair 
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1770 • hair upon the top of the head, and the women tie it in a 
September. 1 ' h d'Ir . h h ~ club behind,but t ler~ IS anot er luerence In t e . ead~ 

drefs, by which the [exes are difiinguin~ed: the women. 
wear nothing as a fuccedaneum for a cap, but the men con
ftantly wrap fomething'round their heads in the manner of 
a fillet; it is [luaU, but generally of the fineft materials that 
can be procured: we faw forne who applied filk handker~ 
chiefs to this purpofe, and others that wore .fine cotton, ox 
mufiin, in the manner of a [mall turban. 

Thefe people bore their teilimony that the love of finery is 
a univerfal paffion, for their ornaments were very nume
rous: Some of the better fort wore chains of gold round 
their necks, but they were made of plaited wire, and con
fequently were light and of little value; others had rings, 
which were fo much worn that they feemed to have defcend
ed through many generations; and one perron had a filver
headed cane, nlarked with a kind of cypher, confifting of 
the Roman letters V, 0, C, and therefore probably a prefent 
from the Dutch Eaft India Company, whofe maTk it is: they 
have alfo OTnaments made of beads, which fome wear round 
their necks as a foiitaire, and others, as bracelets, upon 
their wrifts: thefe are cpmmon to both fexes, but the women 
have befides, firings or girdles of beads, which they Weal" 
round their waifis, and which ferve to keep up their petti
coat. Both fexes had their ears bored, nor was there a lingle 
exception that fell under our notice, y~t we never faw an or
nament in any of them; we never indeed faw either man or 
woman in any thing but what appeared to be their ordinary 
drefs, except the King and his minifter, \vho in geFleral 
wore a kind of nigh t-gown. of ,coarfe chintz, and one of 
whom once received us in a black robe, which appeared to 

be made of what i,s called prince's ftuff. vVe faw fome boys, 
about twelve or fourteen years old, who had fpira! circles 

of 
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of thick brafs wire paffed three or four times round their 
arms, above the elbow, and fome men wore rings of 
ivory, two inches in breadth, and above an inch in thick
nefs, upon the' fame part of the arm.: the fe, we were told~ 
were the fons· of the Rajas, or Chiefs, who wore thefe eUU1-' 

brous ornaments as badges of their high birth, 

Almoft all the men had their names traced upon their 
arms~ in indelible charaCters of a black colour, and the 
women had a fquare ornament of flourifhed lines, impreifed 
in the fame manner, jufl under the bend of the e1bovv. We 
were fl:ruck with the fimilitude between thefe marks,. and 
thofe made by tauowing in the South Sea iiland's, and upon 
enquiring into its origin, we learnt that it had been praCtifed: 
by the natives long before any Europeans came among. 
them; and that in the neighbouring iiIands the inhabitants 

\ were marked with circles upon their necks and breafts. The 
univerfality of this pra<.'1:ice, which prevails among favages 
in all parts of the world, from the remotefl: limits of North 
America, to the ifiands in the South Seas, and which pro
hably differs but little from the method of fl:aining the body 
that was in ufe among the ancient inhabitants of Britain, IS 

a curious fubjeCt of fpeculation t. 
The houfes of Savu are all built upon the fame plan, and 

differ only in fize, being large in proportion to the rank and' 

f In the account which Mr. Bolfu has given of fome Indians who inhabitthe bank:;;. 

I0f the Akanza,. a river of:N orth America, which rifes in New l'v1exico, and falls into 

the Miffiffippi, he relates the folleJwing incident: " The Akanzas, fays he, have 

adopted me, and as a mark of my privilege, have imprinted the figure of a roe-buck 

upon my thigh, which was done in this manner: an Indian having burnt [orne :!haw,. 

diluted the allies with water, and with this mixture, drew the figure upon my fkin; he 

then retraced it, by pricking the lines with needles, [0 as at every punC1:\lre j uil to draw 

the blood, and the blood mixing with the allies of the :!l:raw, forms a figure which can.· 

never be dfi:l.ced," See Travels through Louifiana,' vol. i. p. J07' 
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,riches of the proprietor. Some are four hundred feet long~ 
.and fGIne are not more than twenty: they are all raifed upon 
pofts, or piles, about four feet high, one end of which is 
driven into the ground, and upon the ~other end is laid a 
-rubfiantial floor of '<NOOd., fo that there is a vacant [pa.ce of 
four feet betw.een the floor of the houle and the ground. 
Upon this Roorare placed other pofts or pillars, that fupport 
a roof of flo ping fides, which nleet in a ridge at .the toP. 
like thofe of our barns: the eaves of this roof,which is 
thatched with palm leaves, reach within two feet of the 
floor, and over-hang it as llluch: the fpace wjrhin is gene
rany divided lengthwife into three equal parts; the middle 
part~ or center, is inclofed by a partition of four fides, reach·
ing about fa feet above the floor, and one or two [null 
.:moms are alfo fometimes taken off frOlTI the fides., the refl: 
.of the fpace under the roof is open, fa as freely to admit the 
air and the light: the particular ufes of thefe different apart· 
:ments, our 1hort flay would not permit us to learn, except 
that the clofe rOOln in the center was appropriated to the 

I -

women. 
The food of thefepeople confiils of every tame animal in 

the country, of which the hog holds the :tirf!: place in their 
eftimation, and the horfe the fecond ; next to the horfe is the 
buffalo, next to the hLl'ffalo their poultry, and they prefer 
dogs and cats to {heep and goats. They are not fond of fifh, 
and, I believe, it is never eaten but by the poor people~ nor 
by then1, except when their duty or bufinefs requires them 
to be upon the beach, and then every man is furniihed with 
a light cailing nct, which is girt round him and makes , , 

part of his drefs ; and with this he takes any [mall fifh which 
ha ppen to come in his way. . 

The ;:efculent vegetables and fruits have been mentioned 
2Jready, but .the fan-palm requires l~ore particular notice, 

9 fur 
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for at certain times it is a fuccedaneum for all other food 177°' 
September. 

both to man and beaft. A kind of wine, called toddy, is ~ 
procured from this tree, by cutting the buds which are to 
produce flowers, foon after their appearance, and tying 
under them [mall bafkets, made of the leaves, which are fo 
clofe as to hold liquids without leaking. The juice which 
trickles into thefe veifels, is collec'1:ed by per[oDs who climb 
the trees for that purpofe, morning and evening, and is the 
common drink of every individual upon the iiland; yet a 
much greater quantity is drawn off than is confumed in this 
ufe, and of the furplus they tuake both a fyrup and coarfe 
fugar. The liquor is called dua, or duac, and both the fyrup 
-and fugal', gula. The fyrup is prepared by boiling the liquor 
down in pots of earthen ware, till it is fufficiently infpiifated; 
it is not unlike treacle in appearance, but is fomewhat 
'thicker, and has a much.;more agreeable taite: the fugar is 
of a reddiih brown, perhaps the falue with the Jugata fugar 
upon the continent of India, and it was more agreeable to 
our palates than any cane fugar, unrefined, that we had 
ever tafted. We were. at firft afraid that the fyrup, of which 
fome of our people eat very great quantities, would have 
brought on fluxes, but its aperient quality was fo very ilight, 
that what effeCt it produced was rather falutary [han hurt
ful. I have already obferved, that it is given with the hufks 
of rice to the hogs, and that they grow enormouily fat with
out taking any other food: we were told alfo, that this fyrup 
is ufed to fatten their dogs and their fowls, and that the in
habitants themfelves have fubfifted upon this alone for 
feveral months, when other crops have failed, and animal 
food has been fcarce. The leaves of this tree are alfo put to 
various ufes, they thatch houfes, and make baikets, cups, 
umbrellas, and tobacco-pipes. The fruit is leaft efteemed, 
and as the bloifoms are wounded for the tuac or toddy, there 
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is not much of it: it is about as big as a large turnip, and 
covered, like the c'ocoa-nut, with a fibrous coat, under 
which are three kernels, that lllUfi be eaten before they are 
ripe, for after~ards they become fo hard thatthey cannot be 
chewed; in their eatable flare they tafte not unlike a green 
cocoa-nut, and, like them, probably they yield a nutriment 
that is watry and unfubftantial. 

The common/method of dreffing food here is by boiling, 
an~ as fire-wood is very fcarce, and the inhabitants have no 
other fuel, they make ufe bf a contrivance to fave it, that is 
not wholly unknown in Europe, but is feldonl praCtifed ex
cept in camps. They dig a hollow under ground, in a hori
zontal direCtion, like a rabbit burrow, abouttwo yards long, 
and opening into a hole at each end, one of which is large 
and the other [man: by the large hole the fire is put in, and' 
the fman one ferves for a draught. The earth over this 
burrow is perforated by circular holes, which communicate 
with the cavity below; and in thefe holes are fet earthen 
pots, generally about three to each fire, which are large in 
the middle, and taper towards the bottOln, fa that the fire 
acts upon a large part of their furface, Each of thefe pots 
generally contains about eight or ten ganons, and it is fur
prifing to fee with how fmall a quantity of fire they may be 
kept boiling; a palm leaf, or a dry f1:alk,thrufl: in nowapd 
then, is fufficient: in this manner they boil all their viCtuaIs r 

and make all their fyrup and fugal'. It appears by Frazier's 
account of his voyage to the South Sea, that the Peruvian 
Indians have a contrivance of the fame kind, and perhaps it 
lTIight be adopted with advantage by the poor people even of 
this country, where fuel is very dear. 

Both fexes are en:flaved by the hateful and pernicious habit 
of chewing beetle and areca, which they contraa even while 

they 
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they ate children, and praCtife inceffantly fronl morning till 
night. \Vith thefe they always mix a kind of white lime, 
made of coral frone and fuells, and frequently a fmall quan ... 
tity of tobacco, fo that their mouths are difguftful in the 
higheft degree both to the fmell and the fight: the tobacco 
taints their breath, and the beetle and lime nlake the teeth 
not only as black as charcoal, but as rotten too. I have feen 
men between twenty and thirty, whofe fore teeth have been 
confumed almoft down to the gums, though no two of them 
wereexal9:ly of the fame length or thicknefs, but irregularly 
corroded like iron by ruff:. This 10fs of teeth is, I think, by 
all who have written upon the fubjec..9:, imputed to the tough 
and ftringy coat of the areca nut; but I impute it wholly to 
the lime: they are not loofened, or broken, or forced out, as 
might be expeCted if they were injured by the continual 
chewing of hard and rough fubftances, but they are gra
dually wafted like metals that are expofed to the action or 
powerful acids; the frumps always adhering firmly to the 
focket in the jaw, when there is no part of the tooth above 
the gums~ and pollibly thofe who fuppofe that fugal' has a 
bad effec..9: upon the teeth of Europeans, may not be miftaken, 
for it is well known that refined loaf fugal' contains a con~ 
fiderable quantity of lime; and he that doubts'whether lime 
will deftroy bone of any kilfd, may eafily afcertain the fact 
by experiment, 

If the people here are at any time without this odious 
mouthful, they are [moking. This operation they perform 
by rolling up a fmall quantity of tobacco, and putting it into 
one end of a tube about fix inches long, and as thick as a 
goofe quill, which they 111ake of a palm leaf, As the quan
t.ity of tobacco in thefe pipes is very [mall, the effeCt of it is 

increafed) efpecially among the women, by fwallowing the 

fmoke. 
When 

6gt 
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1770 • When the natives of this iiland were firfl: formed into a 
September. ' 
\--v--I civil fociety, is not certainly known, but at prefent it is 

divided into five principalities or nigrees: LAAI, SEBA, 

REGEEUA, TI MO, . and MASSARA, each of which is governed 
by its refpeCtive Raja or King. The Raja of Seba, the prin
cipality in which we were afhore, feemed to have great au
thority, without much external parade or {how, or much 
appearance of perfonal refpeCt. He was about five and thirty 
years of age, and the fatteft man we faw upon the whole 
Hland: he appeared to be of a dull phlegmatic difpofition, 
and to be direCced almofl: implicitly by the old man who, 
upon my prefenting him with a fword, had procured us a 
fair market, in fpight of the Craft and avarice of the Dutch 
faCtors. The narne of this perfon was MANNU DJARME, and 
it may reafonably be fuppofed that he was a man of uncom
m.on integrity and abilities, as, notwithftanding his poifef
fionof power ia the character of a favourite, he was beloved 
by the whole principality. If any difference arifes among 
the-people, it is fettIed by the Raja and his counfellors, with
out delay or appeal, and, as we were told" with the moft 
folemn deliberation and impartial juflice .. 

',"Ne were infonned by Mr. Lange, that the chiefs who had 
fl1cceffively prefided over the five prIncipalities of this ifiand, 
had lived for time immemorial in the ftricteft alliance and 
moil: cordial friendihip with each other; yet he faid the 
people were of a warlike difpofition, and had always cou
rageoufly defended themfe1ves a-gainfi foreign invaders. We 
were told aIfo, that the iiland was able to raife, upon very. 
ilion notice, 7300 fighting men, armed with muikets, 
[pears, lances, and targets. Of this force, Laai was. faid to 

furniih 2600, Seba :woo, Regeeua I500, Timo 800, and 

~affiira 4co. Befides the arms that have been already men
!loned, each man is furniihed with a large pole-ax, refem-

bling 
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bring a wood-bill, except that it has a firait edge, and is 
much heavier: this, in the hands of people who have cou
rage to come to clofe quarters with an enemy, muft he a;. 

dreadful weapon; and we were told that they were fa dex
terous with their lances, that at the diitanceof fixty feet they 
would throw them with fuch exaCtnefs as to pierce a man's, 
heart, and fuch force as to go quite through his body. 

How far this account of the martial prowefs of the inha-
bitants of Savu may be true, we cannot take upon us to 

'determine, but during our fray, we faw no appearance of 
it. We faw indeed in the town-haufe, or houfe of aifembly, 
about one hundred fpears and targets, which ferved to arm: 
the people who were rent down to intimidate us at the 
trading place; but they feemed to be the refufe of old ar
mories, no two being of the fame make or length, for fame 
were fix, and fome fixteen f~et long: we faw no lance among 
thew, and as to the muikets, though they were clean on the 
outfide, they were eaten into holes by the ruft within; and 
the people themfelves appeared to be fa little acquainted 
with military difcipline, that they marched like a diforderIy 
rabble, everyone having, inftead of his target, a cock, [orne 
tobacco, or other merchandife of the like kind, which he
took that opportunity to bring down to fell, and few ornone 
of their cartridge boxes were furnifued with either powder 
or ball, though a piece of Faper was thruit into the hole to 

fave appearances. Vie faw a few fwivel guns, and pateraros
at the town-haufe, and a great gun before it; but the fwivels 
and pateraros layout of their carriages, and the great gun 
lay upon a heap of frones, almoft confumed with rufc-, with 
the touch-hole downwards, poilibly to conceal its fize; 
1vhich n1ight perhaps be little lefs than that of the bore., 

rno• 
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We could notdifcover that among thefe people there was 
any 'rank of difiinCtion between the Raja and. the land~ 

owners: the land-owners were refpeCtable in proportion to 
their poifeffions; the inferior ranks confift of manufaCturers, 
labouring poor, and ilaves. The flaves, like the peafants in 
fome parts of Europe, are conneCted with the eftate, and 
both defcend together: bur though the land-owner can fell 
his flave, he has no other power over his perfon, not even to 
correCt him, without the privity and approbation of the Raja. 
Some have five hundred of thefe ilaves, and fonle not half a 
dozen: the common price of them is a fat hog. When a 
great mangoes out, he isconftantly attended by two or mor~ 
of them: one of them carries a fword or hanger, the hilt of 
which is COffilTIOnly of filver, and adorned with large taffeIs 
of horfe hair; and another carries a bag which contains betel, 
areca, lime, and tobacco. In thefe attendants confifts all 
their magnificence, for the Raja" himfelf has no other mark 
of diftinCtion. 

The chiefobjeCt of pride among thefe people, like that of 
:a Welchman, is a long pedigree of refpeCtable ancefiors, and 
indeed a veneration for antiquity feenls to be carried farther 
here than in any .othei' country: even a houfe that has been 
well inhabited for many generations, becomes almotl: facred, 
and few articles either of ufe or luxury bear fo high a price 
as fiones, which having been long fat upon, are become even 
and fmooth: thofe who can purchafe {u<:h fiones, .or are 
poiTeiTed of them by inheritance, place them round theiL 
hou{es, where they ferve as feats for their dependants. 

Every Raja fets up in the principal town of his province, 
tOr nigree, a large f1:one, which ferves as a memorial of his 
reign. In the principal town of Seba, where we lay, there 
are thirteen fuch f1:ones, bdides many fragments of others, 

which 
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which had been fet up in earlier times, and are now mould~ 
ering away: thefe monuments feern to prove that fame 
kind of civil eftabliihment here is of confiderable antiquity. 
The laft thirteen reigns in England make- fomething more
than. 2-76 years,-

Many of thefe ftones are f6large; that it is difl:icult to con-
ceive by what means they were brought to their prefent 
ftation, efpecially as it is the fumrnit of a hill ; but the world 
is full of memorials of human frrength, in which the- me:..
chanicalpowers that have been :Lince added by matherilatical 
fdence, feem to be furpaned; and of fuch lTIOnunients, 
there are not a few among the remains of barbarous anti-
quity in our own country, befides thofe upon Saliiliury
lJlain. 

Thefe francs- not only record the reigns of fucceffive 
princes, but ferve for a purpofe lTIuch more extraordinary, 
and probably altogether peculiar to this country. - When a 

Raja dies, a general feafl: is proclaimed throughout his do-
minions, and all his fubjeCts aifemble round thefe frones;. 
almofl: every living creature that can be caught is then 
killed, and the feaft lafts for a lefs or greater number of 
weeks or months, as the kingdom happens to be mbre or 
H~fs furniihed with live frock at the time; the frones [erve for' 
tables. vVhen this 111adnefs is over, a fafr muft ncceifarily' 
enfue, and the whole kingdom is obliged to' fubfift upon t 

fyrup and water~ if it happens in the dry feafon, when no " 
vegetables can be procured, till a new frock of animals can· 
be raifed from the few that have efcaped by chance, or been· 
preferved by policy from· the general manacre, or can be' 
procured from the neighbouring kingdoms. Such, how-
ever, . is the account that we received fronl Mr. Lange, 
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We had no opportnnity to examine any of their manufac* 
tures, except that of their doth, which they fpin, weave, 
.and dye; we did not indeed fee thein employed, but many 
of the inftrumenrs which they ufe feU in our way. We faw 
their machine for clearing cotton of its feeds, which is made 
upon the fa.me principles as thofe in Europe, but is 1'0 fmall 
that it might be taken for a mo<1el, or a toy: it confifl:s of 
two cylinders, like our round rulers, fomewhat lefs than an 
inch in diameter, one of which, being turned round by a 
plain winch, turns the other by Ineans of an endlefs worm; 
and the whole machine is not more than fourteen inches 
long, and [even high: that which we faw had been lnuch 
'l1fed, and manY'pieces of cotton were hanging about it, fo 
that there is no rea[on to doubt its being a fair fpecimen of 
the reft. \Ve aifo once faw their apparatus for fpinning; it 
.confifted of a bobbin, on which was wound a [mall quantity 
of thread, and a kind of diftaff filled with cotton; \ve con
jeCtured therefore that they fpin by hand, as the women of 
Europe did before th~ introd1.1Ction of wheels; aod I anl told 
that th~y have not yet found their way into fome parts of it. 
Their 100m feemed to be in one refpect Rreferable toours, 
for the w~b was not ftretched upon a fraIne, but extended 
by a piece of wood at each end, round one of which the 
cloth was rolled, and round the other the threads: the web 
wa.s about half a yard broad, and the length of the ihuttle 
was equal to the breadth of the web, fo that probably their 
work goes on out ilowly. That they dyed this doth we firfl: 
gueifed from its colour, and from the indigo which we faw 
in their plantations; and our conjec'ture was afterwards con
firmed by Mr. Lange's account. I have already obferved, 
that it is dyed in the yarn, and we once faw them dying 
what was faid to be girdles for the women, of a dirty red, but 
wid1 what drug we did not think it worth while t.o enquire. 

The-
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The religion of thefe people, according to Mi', Lange's in
formation, is an abfurd kind of paganifm, every man chu
fing his own god, and determining for himfelf how he 
fhould be worfhipped; fo that there are almofl: as many 
gods and modes of worfhip as people. In their morals, 
however, they are faid to be irreproachable, even upon the 
principles of Chriftianity: no man is allowed more than one 
wife; yet an illicit commerce between the fexes is in a man
ner unknown among them: inftances of theft are very rare; 
and they are fo far from revenging a fuppofed injury by 
murder, that if any difference arifes between them, they 
will not fo much as make it the fubjeCl: of debateJ left they 
ihould be provoked to refentment and ill-will, but immedi
ately and implicity r~fer it to the determination of their 
King. 

They appeared to be a healthy and long-lived people; yet 
fome of them were marked with the fmall-pox, which Mr. 
Lange told us had feveral times made its appearan'ce among 
thClTI, and was treated with the fame precautions as the 
plague. As foon as a perf on was feized with the diftemper, 
he was removed to fome folitary place, very remote from 
any habitation, where the difeafe was left to take its courfe, 
and the patient fupplied with daily food by reaching it to 
him at the end of a long pole. 

Of their domeftic cecoi10my we could learn but little: in 
one inftance however their delicacy and cleanlinefs are very 
remarkable. Many of us were afhore here three fucceffive 
days, from a very early hour in the nlOrning till it was dark; 
yet we never faw the leaft trace of an offering to Cloacina, 
nor could we fo much as gue[s where they were made. In 
a country fo populous this is very diffictllt to be accuunted 
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I77C. for-J and per:n~s there is no other country in the world 
September. where the feeret is fo effeCtually kept.: ,'--V--J 

The boats in ufe here are a kind of proa. 

'!'his ifiand was fettled by the Portuguefe almoff as foon as., 
they firft found theirway into this, part of the ocean; Dut they 

were in a fhort time fupplanted' by the Dutch. The Dutch 
however did not take poifeffion of it, but only fent iloops to' 
trade with the natives, probably for provifions to fupport the
inhabitants Df their [pice iflands, who»applying themfelves 
wholly to the cultivation of that important'article of trade, 
and laying out all their ground in plantations, can breed 
few animals: pollibly their fupplies by ~his occafiQnal traf..;. 
fie were precarious; pofiibly they werejealous of being fup .. 
planted in their turn; but however that be, their Raft India, 
Company, about ten years ago, entered into a treaty with, 
the Rajas, by which the Company ftipulated to furnifh each-

" 

of them with a certain quantity of filk, fine linen, cutlery 
ware, arrack and other articles, evel'y year; and the Rajas: 
engaged that neither they nor their fubjecCls ihould trade
with any perfon except the company, without having fir1t: 
obtained their confent, and that they would admit a refident; 
on behalf of the Company, to reticle upon the iiland, and; 
fee that their part of the treaty ,vas fulfilled :. they alfo en-;
gaged to' fupply annually a certain quantity of rice, maize" 
:and calevances. The maize and calevances are rent to Ti~, 

:mor in floops, which are kept there for that purpofe, each of 
which is navigated by ten Indians; and the rice is fetched 
:'1, way annually by a ihip which bring::; the Company's re
turns,. and anchors alternately in each of the three bays. 
'Thefe returns are delivered to the Rajas in the form of a· 
'Prefent;} and the cafk of arrack they and their principal 

people 
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people never ceafe to drink, as long as a drop of it re", 
mams. 

In confequencc of this treaty, the Dutch placed three per.., 
fans upon the iiland: Mr. Lange, his colleague, the native of 
Timor, the fan of an Indian woman by a Portuguefe, and 
one Frederick Craig, the fon of an Indian woman by a 
Dutchman. Lange vifits each of the Rajas once in two 
months, when he makes the tour of the i:lland, attended by 
fifty fiaves on horfeba'Ck. He ·exhorts thefe Chiefs to plant, 
if it appears that they have been remifs, and obferves where 
the crops are got in, that he may order floops to fetch it; fo 
that it pa:lfes imrnediately from the ground to the Dutch 
ftorehoufes at Timor. In thefeexcurfions he always carries 
with him fame bottles of arrack, which he finds of great ufe 
in opening the hearts of the Rajas with whom he is to deal. 

During the ten years that he had refid·ed upon this ifland 
he had never feen a European befides ourfelves, except at the 
arrival of the Dutch ihip, which had failed about two 
months before we arrived; and he is now to be diftinguifhed 
from the natives only by his colour and his drefs, for he fits 
upon the ground, chews his betele, and in every refpect has 
adopted their charaCter and manners: he has married an 
Indian woman of the ifland of Timor, who keeps his houfe 
after the faihion of her country; and he gave that as a rea .. 
fan for not inviting us to vifit him, faying, that he could 
entertain us in no other manner than the Indians had 
done, and he fpoke no language readily but that of the 

country. 
The office of Mr. Frederic Craig is to inftruCt the youth of 

the country in reading and writing, and the principles of 
the Chrifl:ian religion; the Dutch having printed verfions 
of the New Teft~ment, a catechifm, and feveral 0ther traCts, 
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in the language of this and the neighbouring ifiands. Dr. 
Solander, who was at his haufe, faw the books. and the copy
books alfQ, of his fcholars, many of whom wrote a very fair 
hand. He boafted that there were no lefs than fix hundred 
Chriftians in the townfhip of Seba; but what the Dutch 
Chriftianity of thefe Indians may be, it is not perhaps very 
eafy to guefs, for there is not a church, nor even a priefr, in 
the whole ifiand. 

\Vhile we were at this place, we made feveral enquiries 
concerning the neighbouring Wands, and the -intelligence 
which we received, is to the following eff'el9:: 

A fmall iiland to the weftward of Savu, the name or which 
we did not learn, produces nothing of any confequence but 
areca-nuts, of which the Dutch receive annuaIly the freight 
of twO Hoops, in return for prefents that they- make to the 
ifianders. 

Timor is the chief, and the Dutch rehdents on the other 
ifiands go thither once a year to pafs their accounts. The 
place is nearly in the fame flare as in Dampier's time, the 
Dutch having there a fort and ftorehouf~s; and by Lange's 
account we might there have been fupplied with every ne
ceffary that we expeCted' to procure at Batavia, faIt provifions 
and arrack not excepted. But the Portuguefe are frill in 
polfeffion of feveral towns on the north fide of the illand~ 
particularly Laphao and Sefial. 

About two years before our arrival, a Fren'Ch ihip was 
wrecked upon the eail: coaft of Timor; and after the had 
lain fome days upon the fuoal, a fudden gale broke her up 
at once, and drowned the Captain, with the greatefr part of 
the crew: thofe who got aihore, among whOln was one of 
the Lieutenants, made the beft of their way to Concordia; 
they were four days upon the road, where they were ob-

liged 



ROUND THE WORLD. 

iiged to leave part of their company through fatigue, and 
the reft, to the number of about eighty, arrived at the town. 
They were fupplied with every neceifary, and fent back to 

the wreck, with proper affiftance, for recovering what could 
be fifhed up: they fortunately got up all their bullion, which 
was in chefts, and feveral of their guns, which were very 
large. They then returned to the' town, but their compa· .. : 
nions who had been left upon the road were miffing, hav-· 
jng, as it was fuppofed, been kept among the Indians, either 
by perfuafion or force·; for they are very defirous of hav.ing· 
Europeans among them, to inftruCl: them in the art of war. 
After a flay of more than two months at Concordia, their 
number was diminiihed nearly one ~alf by ficknefs, in con
fequence of the fatig~e and hardihip which they had fuf
fered by the ihipwreck, and the furvivors were fent in ~1i~ 

[mall veifel to Europe. 

Rotte is in mu~h the fame fituation as Savu'; a-Dutch fac~
tor refides upon it to manage the- natives, and look after its·. 
produce, which confifts, among other articles, of fugar. 
Form'edy it was made only by bruifing the canes, and' boil.,... 
ing the juice to a fyrup, in the fame n1anner as~ Toddy; but~ 
great improvements have lately been made' in preparing 
this valuable commodity. Th~ three littleiilands called the 
Solars are alfo under the influence of the Dutch fettlement 
at Concordia: they are fiat and low, but abound with provi~.· 
fions of every kind, and the midcllemoft is faid to- have a· 
good harbour for fhj pping. Ende, another little illand to 
theweftward of the Solars, is frill in the hands of the Por ... 
tuguefe, who have a good town and harbour on the north' 
eaft corner of iJ:: called Larntuca: they had formerly, an har-c-

bour on the [c;uh fide of it, but that, being. m uch inferior~ 
to LarntucJ, has for fome time been altogether neglefced ... 

The 
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The inhabitants of each of thefe little iilands fpeak a Ian." 
guage peculiar to themfelves, and it is an object of Dutch. 
policy to prevent, as much ,as ,poffible, their learning the 
language of each other. If they fpoke a common language, 
they would learn, by a mutual intercourfe with each otherp 

to plant fuch things as would be of more value to them
felves than their prefent produce, though of lefsadvantage 
to the Dutch; but their languages being difFerent, they. can 
~ommunicate no fuch know lege to each other, and the Dutch. 
fecure to themfelves the benefit 'of fupplying their feveral 
neceffities upon their own terms, which it is reafonable to 

fuppofe are not very moderate. It is probably with a view 
to this advantage that the Dutch never teach their own Ian .. 
guage to the natives of thefe iilands, and have been at the 
expence of tranilating the Teftament and catechifms into the 
·different languages of each ;. for in proportion as Dutch had 
become the language of their religion, it would have be~ 
(orne the common language of them aU. 

To this account of Savu, I1ha11 only add a fmall fpecimen 
of its language, by which it will appear to have fome affi~ 
nity with that of the South Sea ifiands, many of the words 
being exal9:ly the fame, and the numbers manifeftly derived 
from the fame [ouree. 

'A nzmr, Momonne" The ears~ Wodeeloo. 
A woman, Mobunnee. The tongue, Vaio. 
The head~ Catoo. 'The neck, Lacoeo. 
The hair, Row catoo. 'The breqJls, Soofoo. 
'The eyeJ" 1\1atta. The nipples, Cabao foofoo. 
The eye~laj7.1es~ Rowna matta. The belly, Dulloo. 
The nofe~ Swanga. The navel, AiToo. 
The cheeksJ Cavaranga. The thighs, Tooga. 

6 The 
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The knees, Rootoo. ~he·fu1Z, Lodo. 
The legs, Baibo. ?:he moon, Wurroo. 
The feet; Dunceala. Thefla,- Aidaifee. 
The toes, Kiirovei yilla. Water, Ailea. 
The arms, Canlacoo •. Fire , Aee. 
~he hand) Wulaba. To die;. Maate . 
./l. buffalo~ Cabaou". To fleep, Tabudge. 
A horft, Djara. To rife, Tateetoo~ 
A hog, Vavee. One., Dire. 
Ajheep; Doomba. Two, Lhua. 
A goat, Kefavoo" Three, Tullu. 
A dog~_ Guaca. Four, Uppah. 
A cat,. Maio •. Five, Lumme •. 
A/owl, Mannu. Six, Bnna .. 
The tail; Carow. Seven, Pedu~ 

The beak, Fangoutoo. Eight, Arru. 
Ajijh, Jea. Nine, Saou. 
A turtle, ,Unjoo. Teu, Singooroo. 
.A cocoa-nut,. Nieu. Eleven, Singurung uife" 
Few-palm, Boacereco 20, Lhuangooroo. 
Areca) Calella. 100,' Sing aifu. 
Betele, Canana .. 1000,. Setuppah. 
Lime, Aou. IO,OOO~ Selacuira~ . 
A jijb-hook, Maanadoo. 100,000, Serata. 
Tatlow, themarkslT 1,000,000 SerebQo, 

. ata. 
on the fkm, 

In this account of the Wand of Savu it nlUa be remem~ 
bered, that except thefacrs in which we were parties, and the 
account of the objeCts which we had, an opportunity to exa .. 
mine, the whole is founded merely upon the report of Mr" 
Lange, upon whofe authority alone therefore it mufi reft. 

CHAP~ 
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C HAP. XIL 

Tbe Run from the IJland of Savu 'to Batavia, and an 

Account of the 'rranfaElions th.ere while the Ship 
was refitting. 

I N the morning of Friday the 21ft of Septelnber, 1770, we 
got under fail, and fiood away to the weftward, along 

the north fide of the iiland of Savu, and of the fmaller that 
lies to the weftward of it, which at noon bore from us S.S.E. 
,diftant two leagues. At four o'clock in the afternoon, we 
difcovered a fmall low ifland, bearing S. S. W. diftant three 
leagues, which has no place in any chart now extant, at 
leaft in none that I have been able to procure: it lies in lati
tude 1-0° 47' S., longitude 2380 28' W. 

At noon on the 22d, we were in latitude I 1 0 10' S., longi
tude Q400 38' W. In the evening of the 23d, we found the 
variation of the needle to be 2" 44' W.; as fQon as we got 
clear of the iilands we had conftantly a fwell from the fouth .. 
ward, which I imagined was not caufed by a wind blowing 
from that quarter, but by the fea being fo determined by the 
pofition of the coaft of New Holland. 

Monday 24. At noon on the 26th, being in latitude 10 0 47' S., longi-
Tuefday 25' 
Wednef.26. tude Q49° 52' W. we found the variation to be 3(> IO'\V. and 

our fituation to be twenty-five miles to the northward of the 
log; for which I know not how to account. At noon on the 

Thurfday 27' 27th, our latitude by obfervatiop was 10 0 5 1'S. which was 
agreeable to the log; and our longitude was 2520 I r' W. 

Friday 28. )Ve fleered N. W. all day on the 28th, in order to make the 

land 
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land of Java; and at noon on the 29th, our latitude by obfer
vation was 9 0 

3If S., longitude 254 0 
10' W.; and in the morn

ing of the 30th, I took into my poffeffion the log-book and 
journals, at leaft all I could find, of the officers, petty offi
cers, and fearnen, and enjoined them fecrecy with refpeCl: to 
where they had been. 

At feven in the evening, being in the latitude of Java 
Head, and not feeing any land, I concluded that we were too 

far to the weftward: I therefore hauled up E. N. E. having 
before fleered N. by E. In the night, we had thunder and 
lightning; and about twelve o'clock, by the light of the 
flafhes, we faw the land bearing eaft. I then tacked and 
flood to the S. W. till four o'clock in the lTIorning of the 1ft 
of OCtober; and at fix, Java Head, or the weft end of Java, 
bore S. E. by E. diftant five leagues: foon after we faw 
Prince's Iiland, bearing E. ~ S.; and at ten, the i:fland of Cra
catoa, bearing N. E. Cracatoa is a remarkably high-peaked 

. iiland, and.at noon 1_i: bore N. 40 E. diftant feven leagues. 

I muft now obfcrve that, during our run from Savu, I al
lowed twenty minutes a-day for the wefterly current, vd1ich 
I concluded muft run {hong at this time, efpccially off the 
coafl: of Java, and I found that this allowance was juft equi
valent to the effect of the current upon the fhip. 

At four o'clock in the morning of the 2d, ,ve fetched clofe 
in with the coaft of Java, in fifteen fathom; "\ve then flood 
along the coait, and early in the forenoon, I [ent the boat 
afhorc to try if {he could procure fome fruit for Tupia, who 
was very ill, and fome grafs for the huffaloes that were fiiIl 
alive. In an hour or two file returned with four cocoa-nuts, 
and a fmall bunch of plantains, wh-ich had been purchafed for 
a (hilling, and forne herbage for the cattle, "\vhich the In
dians not only gave us) but anitted onr people to CUi:, The 
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country looked like one continued wood, and had a very, 
pleafant appearance. 

About eleven o'clock, we faw two Dutch ihips lying off 
Anger point, and I fent Mr. Hicks on board of one of them 
to enquire news of our country, from which we had been 
abfent fo long. In the mean time it fell calm, and about 
noon I anchored in eighteen fathom with a muddy bottom. 
When Mr. Hicks returned, he reported that the :!hips were 
Dutch Eaft Indiamen from Batavia, one of which was bound 
to Ceylon, and the other to the coaft of Malabar; and that 
there was alfo a flyboat or packet, which was faid to be Ra
tioned here to carry letters from the Dutch fhips that came 
hither to Batavia, but which I rather think was appointed to 
examine all :!hips that pafs the flreight: fron1 thefe :!hips we 
,heard, with greatpleafure, that the Swallow had been at 
Batavia about two years before. 

At {even o'clock a breeze fprung up at S. S. W. with which 
having weighed, we flood to the N. E. between Thwart-the .. 
way-liland and the Cap, founding from eighteen to twenty
eight fathom: we had but little wind all night, and having, 
a fl:rong current againil us, we got no further by eight in 
the morning than Bantam Point. At this time the wind 
came to the N. E. and obliged us to anchor in two and twenty 
fathom, at about the diftance of two miles from the !hore; 
the point bore N. E. by E. diftant one league, and here we: 
found a thong curre-et fetting to the N. \V. In the morning, 
we had feen the Dutch packet Handing after us,, but when. 
the wind fhifted to the N. E. ;{he bore away~ 

At fix o~dock in the evening, the wind having: obliged us 
to continue at anchor, one of the country boats came along 
fide of us, on board of which was the Mailer of the packet .. 
He feemed to have two motives for his viJit" one to take an 

acc;;ount 



R 0 UN D THE W 0 R L D. 

account of the ihip, and the other to fell us refrefhments; 
for in the boat were turtle, fowls, ducks, parrots, paroquets, 
rice-birds, monkies, and other articles, which they held at a 
very high price, and brought to a bad market, for our Savu 
frock was not yet expended: however, I gave aSpanifh dol
lar for a fmall turtle, which weighed about fix and thirty 
pounds; I gave alfo a dollar for ten large fowls, and after
wards bought fifteen more at the fame price ;' for a dollar 
we might alfo have bought two monkies, or a whole cage 
of rice-birds. The Mafier of the floop brought with him 
two books, in one of which he defired that any of our offi
cers would write down the name of the ihi p and its Com
mander, with that of the place from which fi1.e failed, and 
of the port to which ihe was bound, with fuch other parti
culars relating to thenlfelves, as they might think proper, for 
the information of any of our friends that 1hould come after 
us: and in the other he entered the names of the fhip and 
the Commander, himfelf, in order to tranfmit them to the 
Governor and Council of the Indies. We perceived that in 
the firft book many !hips, particularly Portnguefe, had made 
entries of the fame kind with that for which it was pre
fen ted to us. Mr. Hicks, however, having written the name 
of the filip, ohly added" from Europe." He took notice of 
this, but faid, that he was fatisfied with any thing we 
thought fit to write, it being intended n1erely for the infor .. 
mation of thofe who ihould enquire after us from motives 
of friendfhip. 

10 ,] 
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Having made feveral attempts to {ail with a wind that 
would not ftem the current, and as often come to an an
chor, a proa came alongfide of us in the morning of the 5th, 
in which was a Dutch officer, who fent ll1e down a printed 
paper in Englifh, duplicates of which he had in other lan~ 

Friday 5. 
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guages, particularly in French and Dutch, all regularly 
figned, in the name of the Governor and Council of the Inq 

dies, by their fecretary: it contained nine queflions, very ill 
expreifed, in the following terms: 

" I. To what nation the :!hip belongs, and its' name? 

" 2, If it comes frOlll Europe, or any other place? 

,G 3. FrOlu what place it laflly departed from? 

" 4. Whereunto defigned to go ? 

" 5. \Vhat and how many :!hips of the Dutch Company 
H by departure from the lail thore there Jayed, and their 
" names? 

" 6. If one or m.ore of thefe ihips in company-with this~ 
" is departed for this) or any other place? 

(f' 7. If during the voyage any particularities is happened 
'" or feen? 

" 8. If not any iliips in fea, or the Streights of Sunda, have 
~, feen or hailed in, and which ? 

" 9. If any other news worth of attention, at the place 
H from whence the ihip lailly departed, or during the-voy~ 
:" age, is happened. 

" BAT A VIA, in the CafHe .. 

~, By order of the Governor General, and, the 
" Counfellors of India, 

<>c J. BRANDER BUNGL, Sec.:" 

Of thefe queftions I anfwered only the firfl: and the fourth; 
which when the officer faw, he faid anfwers to the refl: were 
of no confequence: yet he immediately a:dded" that he m1!lil: 
fend that very paper away to Batavia, and that it would be 
there the next day at noon., I have particularly related this 

incident) 
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incident, becaufe I have been credibly informed that it is but 
of late years that the Dutch have taken upon them to exa
mine 1hips that pafs through this Streight. 

At ten o'clock the fame morning, we weighed, with a light 
breeze at S. W.; but did little more than flem the current, 
and about two o'clock anchored again under Bantam Point, 
where we lay till nine; a light breeze then fpringing up at 
S. E. we weighed and flood to the eaftwarcl till ten o'clock the 

1770 • 
C (tober. 
~ 

Friday S. 

next morning, when the current obliged us again to anchor Saturdal~' 

in twenty-two fathom, Pulababi bearing E. by S. ~ S. difiant 
between three and four miles.. Having alternately weighed 
and anchored feveral times, tin four in the afternoon of the-

. 7th, we then flood to the eaflward, with a very faint breeze Sunday"> 

at N. E. and paired Wapping IiTand, and the firft mand to the 
eaftward of it; when the wind dying away, we were carried 
by the current between the £irft and fecond of the iflands 
that lie to the eaffward of Wapping Hland, were we were 
obliged to anchor in thirty fathom, being very near a ledge 
of rocks that run out from one of the i:flands. At two the 
next morning we weighed with the land wind at fouth, and Mondaye, 

flood out clear of the {hoal; but before noon were obliged 
to come to· again in twenty-eight fathom, near a fmall 
ifland among thofe that are called the Thoufand I:ilands, 
which we did not find laid down in any chart. Pulo Pare at 
this time bore E.N. E. diftance between fix; and feven miles. 

Mr. Banks and Dr. Sohnder went alhore upon the ifiand, 
which they found not to, be more than five hundred yards 
long, and one hundred broad; yet there was a hou[e upon. 
it, and a fmall plantation, where among other things was 
the Palma Cbrijli, from which the caftor oil is made in the' 
Weft Indies: they made a fmall addition to their collec'tion 
of plants, and fhot a bat,- whofe wings when extended mea~ 

4 fured 
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fured three feet from point to point: they {hot alfo four plo~ 
vel'S, which exaCtly reiembled the golden plover of England. 
Soon after they returned, a fmall Indian boat came alongfide 
with twO Malays on board, who brought three turtles, fome 
dried finl, and a few pumpkins: we bought .. the turtle, 
which altogether weighed a hundred and forty-fix pounds, 
for a dollar, and confidering that we had lately paid the 
Dutchman a dollar for one that weighed only fix and thirty 
pounds, we thought we had a good bargain. The feller ap
peared equally fatisfied, and we then treated with him for 
his pumpkins, for which he was very unwilling to take any 
HlOney but a dollar; we faid that a whole dollar was greatly 
too much; to which he readily affented, but defired that we 
would cut one and give him a part: at laft, however, a fine 
ihining Portuguefe petacka tempted him, and for that he fold 
us his whole frock of pumpkins, being in number twenty
fix. At parting, he Inade figns that we ihould not tell at 
Batavia that any boat had been aboard us. 

We were not able to weather Pulo Pare this day, but get
ting the land wind at fouth about ten o'clock at night, we 
weighed and flood to the E. S. E. all night. At ten in the 
morning, we anchored again, to wait for the fea breeze; 
and at noon it fprung up at N.N. E. with which \ve flood in 
for Batavia road, where at four o'clock in the afternoon we 
came to an anchor. 

We found here the Harcourt In~liaman from England, two 
Englifh private traders of that country, thirteen fail of large 
Dutch fhips, and a confiderable number of fnlall veifels. A 
boat came iffilnediately on board, from a ihip which had a 
broad pendant fiying, and the officer who cOlnmanded hav
ing enquired who we were, and whence wecalne, 'immedi
ately returned with fuch anfwers as we thought fit to give 

him: 
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him: both he and his people were as pale as fpeEtres, a fad 1770 • 

£: f Ii .tr· '.r 1 october. 
pre age 0 our uuenngs In .LO unlealthy a country; but L.--.--J 

our people, who, except Tupia, were all rofy and plump, Tuefday 9' 

feemed to think themfelves fo feafoned by various climates 
that nothing could hurt them; In the mean time, I fent a 
Lieutenant afhore to acquaint the Governor of our arrival, 
and to make an excufe for our not faluting; for as I could 
falute with only three guns, except the fwivels, which I was 
of opinion would not be heard, I thought it was better to let 
it alone. As foon as the boat was difpatched the carpenter 
delivered me an account of the defects of the :!hip, of which 
the' following is a copy: ' 

" The defeCts of his MajeUy's bark Endeavour, Lieutenant 
" James Cook Commander. 

" The fhip very leaky, as ihe makes from twelve to fix. 
«, inches water an hour, occafioned by her Inain keel being 
~, w<Dunded in many places, and the fcarfs of her Hern being 
" very open: the falfe keel gone beyond the ffiidihips from 
u· forward, and perhaps farther, as I had no opportunity of 
&0, feeing for the water when hauled aihore for repairing ~ 
" wounded on the larboard :fide under the main channel,. 
H where I imagine the greateft leak is, but could not come 
" at it for the water: one pump on the larboard fide ufelefs ~ 
~~ the 'others dec a yed within an inch and an half of the boreo 
~~ Otherwife mails, yards, boats, and huH, in- pretty good~ 

u condirion.a 

As it was the univerfal OpInIOn that the fhip could not 
fufely proceed to Europe without an examination of her bot
tom, I determined to apply for leave to heave her down all: 

this place ;- and as I underftood that it would be neceffary to' 

make this application in writing, I drew up a requefl:, and' 
the: 



719. LIE UTE NAN 1" C·O -0 K' s V 0 Y AGE 

I770 ' the next morning, having got it tranilated into Dutch, we 
OCtober. 

L--.---.J aU went afhore. 
Wednef. 10. 

\Ve repaired immediately to the houfe of Mr. Leith, the 
only Engliihman of any credit who is refident at this place; 
be received us with great politenefs, and engaged us to 
.dinner: to this gentleman we applied for inftruCtions how to 
provide ourfelves with lodgings and neceffaries while we 
ihould flay ailiore, and he told us, that there was a hotel, or 
.kind of inn, kept by the orde.r of .governlnent, where all 
111erchants and flrangers were obliged to refide~ paying half 
per cent upon the value of their goods for warehoufe room, 
which the mafter of the houfe was obliged to provide; but 
that as we came in a King's ihip, we fhould be at liberty to 
live vvhere we pleafed, upon afking the Governor's permif
fion, which would be granted of courfe. He faid, that it 
would be cheaper for us to take a houfe in the town, and 
bring our own fervants aihor~, if we had any body upon 
whom we could depend to buy in our provifions; but as 
,this was HOJ the cafe, having no perfon among us who could 
fpeak the Malay language, our gentlemen determined to go 
to the hotel. At the hotel, therefore, beds were immediately' 
hired, and word was rent that we ihould ileep there at 
night. 

At five o'dock in the afternoon, I was int!1oduced to the 
Governor-General, who received n1e very courreouily; he 
told me, that I fhould have every thing I wanted, and tha~ 
.jn the lTIorning my requeft fhould be laid before the coun
'cil, which I was defired to attend. 

About nine o'clock, we had a dreadful fionn of thunder, 
lightning, and rain, during which the n1ain-111aft of one of 
:the Dutch Eafl: lndiarncn was fplit, and carried away by the 
del;k; the main-top-maftand top-gallant-maft were ihivereci 

all 
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all to pieces; fhe had an iron fpindle at the main-top':gallant~ 
maft-head, which probably 'direCted the ftroke. This :Chip 
lay not more than the diftance of two cables' length from 
ours, and in all probability we fhould have fharedthe fame
fate, but for the eleCtrical chain which we had but juft got 
up, and which conduCted the ligh.tning over the fide of the 
fhip; but though we efcaped the .lightning, the explofion 
fhook us like an earthquake, the chain at'the fallle time ap
pearing like a line of fire: a centinel was in the aCtion of 
charging his piece, and the 1hock forced the muiket out of_ 
his hand, and broke the ranlmer rod. Upon this occafion, I 
cannot but earneftly recommend chains of the fame kind to . 
every :Chip, whatever be her deftination, and I hope that the 
fate of the Dutchman will be a warning to all who !hall read 
this narrative, againfl: having an iron fpindle at the maft-

'-" 
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The next Inorning, I attended at the council-chamber, and Thurfday u. 

was told that I :lhould have every thing I wanted. In the 
mean time, the gentlemen afhore- agreed with the keeper of 
the hotel for their lodging and board, at the rate of two rix-
dollars, or nine ihillings fl:erling a day for each; and as there 
were five of them, and they :would probably have many 
vifitors from thefhip, he agreed to keep them a, feparate 
table, upon condition that they fhould pay one rix-dollar for 
the dinner of every fl:ranger, and another for his fupper and 
bed, if he :lbould fleep afhore. Under this fl:ipulation they 
were to be furniihed with tea, coffee, punch, pipes and to-

bacco, for themfelves and their friends, as much as they 
could confume; they were alfo to pay half a rupee, or one 
fhilling and three pence a day for each of their fervants. 

They foon learnt that thefe rates ~ere lllore than double 
the common charges of board and lodging in the town, and 
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their table, though it had the appearance qf magnificence~, 
was wretchedly ferved. Their dinner confifted of one courfe 
of fifteen dillies, and their [upper of one courfe of thirteen" 
hut nine or ten of them confifted of bad poultry, varioufly 
dreifed, and often ferved up the fecond, third, and even the" 
fourth time: the fame duck having appeared more than once' 
roafted, found his way again to the table as a fricafee, and 
a fourth time in the form of forced meat. It was not long, 
however, before they learnt that this treatment was only by 
way of eifay, and that it was the invariable cuftOln of the 
houfe, to fupply all fhangers, at their firft ~20ming, with 
fuch fare as could be procured for the Ie aft money, and COll

fequently would produce the Inoa gain: that if either 
through indolence or good-nature they were content, it "vas 
continued for the benefit of the ho11, but that if they com
plained, it was gradually amended till they were fatisfied, 
which fometimes happened before they had the worth of 
their money. After this difcovery, they remonftrated, and 
their fare became better; however, after a few days, Mr. 
Banks hired a little houfe, the next door on the left hand to 
the hotel, for himfelf and his party, for which he paid after 
the rate of ten rix-dollars, or two pounds five fhillings fter
ling a month; but here they were very far from having either 
the convenience or the privacy which they expeCted; no per
fon was permitted to fleep in this private houfe occafionally, 
as a gueft to the perfon who hired it, under a penalty, but 
a moft every Dutchman that went by ran in without any 
ceremony, to ail;: what they fold, there having been very 
feldom any private perfons at Batavia who had not fome
thing to fell. Every body here hires a carriage, and Mr. 
Banks hired tvvo. They are open chaifes, made to hold twO 

people, and driven by a man l fitting on a coach-box; for 
each of thefe he paid two rix-dollars a day. 

S As 



As foon as he was fettled in his new habitation, he fent for 1770 • 

'T' h 'II 1 d ' d b OCtober. '" Upla, W 0 tl now 1a, contlnueon oard upon account ,-----.--,.J 

;of his iHnefs, which was of the bilious kind, and for which Thurfday II. 

he had obftinately refufed to take any medicine. He foon 
-came aihore, with his boy Tayeto, and though whHe he was 
on board, and after hecan1e into the boat, he was exceed-
ingly liftlefs and dejected, he no fooner entered the town 
than he feelned to be animated with a new foul. The houfes, 
.carriages, ftreets, people, and a multiplicity of other ob-
jeCts, all new, which rufhed upon him at once, ,produced 
an effect like the fudden and fecret power that is imagined 
10f fafcination. Tayeto expreffed his wonder and delight 
with fEHlefs reftraint, and danced along the ftreet in a kind 
,of extafy, examining every object with a reftlefs and eager 
"curiofity, which was every moment excited and gratified. 
One of the firft things that Tupia remark.ed, was the various 
dreifes of the pailing luultitude, concerning which he made 
many enquiries; and when he was told that in this place, 
where people of many different nations were affembled, 
everyone wore the habit of his country, he de fired that he 
might conform to the cuftom, and appear in that of Otaheite. 
South Sea cloth was therefore fent for frOlD the fhip, and he 
equipped himfelf with great expedition and dexterity. The 
people who had feen Orourou, the Indian who had been 
brought hither by M. BOllgainville, enquired whether Tupia 
was not the fame perfon: from thefe enquiries, we learnt 
who it was that we had fuppofed to be Spaniards, from the 
accounts tha~ had been given of two fhips by the Iilanders. 

In the mean tim.e, I procured an order to the fuperinten
dant of the iilandof Ourufi, where the fhip was to be re~ 
paired, to receive her there; an~ fentby one of the fhips that 
failed for Holland, an account of our arrival here, to Mr. 
Stephens, the Secretary to the Admiralty. 

4 Y 2. The 
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The expences that would be incurred by repairing and re
fitting the fhip, rendered it neceifary for me to take up 
:money in this place, which I imagined might be done with
out difficulty, but] found myfelf mifiaken; f6r after the 
1110fi diligent enquiry, I could not find any private perf on tha;t 
had ability and inclination to advance the fum that I wanted.. 
In this difficulty I applied to the Governor himfelf, by a 
written requeft, in confequence of which, the Shebander had 
orders to fupply me with what money I thould require out of 
the Company's Treafury~ \ 

On the 18th, as foon as it was light" having by feveral 
accidents and mifiakes fuffered a delay of Inany days, I took 
up the anchor, and ran down to Ouruft: a few days after
wards, we went along-fide of the wharf, on Cooper's Hland, 
which lies dofe to Ouruft, in order to take out ourfiores. 

By th~s time, having been here only nine days, we began 
to feel the fatal effeCts of the climate and fituation. Tupia~ 

after the flow of fpirits whkh the novelties of the place pro
duced upon his firft landing, funk on a fudden, and grew 
every day worfe and worfe._ Tayeto- was feized with an-in
flammation upon his lungs, Mr. Banks~s two fervants became 
very ill, and himfelf and Dr. Solander were attacked by 
fevers :0 in a few days, almoft every perfon both on board 
and aihore was fick; affe8ed, no,doubt, by the low fwampy 
:fituation_of the place., and the numberlefs dirty canals,which 
interfeC"t the town in all direCtions._ On the 26th, I-fet up 
the tent for the r:eceptionof the ihip~s company; of whom 
tjj,cre was but a fmall number able. to doduty._ Poor Tup,ia,
of whore life we .. now began to defpair, -and- who till this 
tin-ie had continued aihore with Mr. Banks,_ defired to ,be re .. 
illloved to the fhip, where~ !refaid, he ihould breathea,free~
air than. among the numerous houfes which obfuuCted it 
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afhore: on board the iliip, however, he could not go, for ihe 1770 • 
Oaober. 

was unrigged, and preparing to be laid down at the careen- . "'-.r--IJ 
ing place; but on the 28th, Mr. Banks went with him to Sunday 28.,.: 

Cooper's Hland, or, as it is called here, Kuypor, where :!he 
lay,. and as he feemed pleafed with. the fpot, a tent wa1), 
there pitched for him: at this place, both the fca breeze and 
the land breeze blew direc9:ly over him, and he expreffed 
great fatisfa{l:ion in his fituation. Mr. Banks, whore huma
nity kept him two days with this poor Indian, returned to 
the town on the goth, and the fits of his, intermittent, which Tuefday 30; 

was now become a regular tertian, were fo violent as to de .. 
prive him of his fenfes while they Jafied,; andJeave him fo 
weak that he was fcarcely able to crawl down frairs: at this 
time, Dr. Solander's diforder alfo increafed, and Mr. Monk,.... 
houfe, the Surgeon, was confined to his bed. 

On the fifth of November, after ll1any delays in confe- Novembe:r~. 
quence of the Dutch fhips 'coming along-fide the wharfs to Monday:,s~ 
load pepper, the ihip was laid down, and the fame day, Mr. 
Monkhoufe, our Surgeon, a fenfible, ikilful man, fell the 
firf\: facrifice to this fatal country, a lofs which was greatly 
aggravated by our fituation. Dr. Solander was jufl: able t01 
attend his funeral, but Mr. Banks was confined to his bed, •. 
Ourdiilrefs was now very great, and the profpecr before us; 
difcouraging in the higheft degree: our danger was not fuch, 
as we could furmount by any efforts of our own; courage, 
ikill, and diligence were all equally ineffeClual; and death, 
was every day rn",king advances upon us, where we could; 
neither refill nor fly. Malay fervants were hired to' attend" 
the fick, but they had fo little [enfe either of. duty or· huma-· 
niry, that they could not be kept within call, and the patient. 
was frequently obliged to get outof. bed to feek them~. On; 
the 9th, we loft QUI poor Indian boy Tay.eto~ .. and.Tunia..was Frida}l:'9~' 

fo;; 
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1770. fo much affeCted, that it was doubted whether he would 
November. 
"-.r--' furvive till the next day. 
Friday 9' 

In the mean time, the botton1 of the :Chip being examined, 
was found to be in a worfe condition than we apprehended: 
the falfe keel was all gone to within twenty feet of the .ftern 
pail: ; the Inain keel was confiderably injured in many 
places; a great quantity of the fheathing was torn off, and 
feveral planks were much dan1aged; two of them, and the 
half of a fhird, under the Inain channel near ,the keel, wer~ 
for the length of fix feet, fo worn, that they were not above 
an eighth part of an inch thick, and h.ere the wonns had 
made their way quite into the timbers,; 'Yet in this condition 
fhe bad failed many hundred leagues, where navigation is 
as dangerous as in any part~of the world: how much mifery 
did we efcape, by being ignorant that fo confiderable a part 
of the bottom of the veiI'el was thinner than the fole of a 
fhoe, and that every life on board depended upon fa flight 
and fragile a barrier between us and the unfathomable 
ocean! It feemed, however, that We had been preferved only 
to periih here ; Mr. Banks and Dr. Solander were fa bad that 
the phyfician declared they had no chance for recovery but 
by removing into the country; a houfe was therefore hired 
for theITI, at the diftance of about two mi~es from the town, 
which belonged to the mafier of the hotel, who engaged to 
furniih them withprovifions, and the ufe of ilaves. As they 
had already experienced their want of influence over ilaves 
that had other mafiers, and the unfeeling inattention of thefe 
fellows to the flck, they bought each of them a MaHay 
woman, which rer~oved both the caufes of their being fo ill 
ferved; the women were their own property, and the ten ... 
-dernefs of the [ex, even here, made them goocl ,nurfes. 
While there preparations we.remaking, they received an 

account 
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account of the death of Tupia, who funk at ·once after the '77 0 • 
November. 

lofs of the boy, whom he loved with' the tendernefs of a '-r--I 

parent. 

By the 14th, the bottom of the fhip was thoroughly re- Wednef. 140 

paired, and very much to· nly fatisfacrion: it would, indeed, 
be injufiice to the offICers and workmen of this yard, not to 
cleclare' that, in my opinion, there is not a marine yard in 
the world, where a fhip can be laid down with more conve-
nience, fafety~ and difpatch, nor repaired with In.ore dili-
gence and frill. At this place they heave down by two: 
mafis, a method which we do not now practife; it is, however ~ 
unquefiionably more fafe and expeditious to heave down 
with two mafis than one, and he muft have a good fhare of 
bigotry to old cufioms, and an equal want of common fenfe,. 
who will not allow this, after feeing with what facility th~ 
Dutch heave down their largefi :ihips at this place; 

Mr. Banks and Dr. Solander recovered ilowly at their coun~ 
try-houfe, which was not only open to the fea breeze, but 
:fituated upon a running flream, which greatly contributed 
to the circulation of the air: but I was now taken ill myfelf ; 
Mr. Sporing, and a feaman who had attended Mr. Banks~. 
were alfo feized with intermittents; and indeed there waS 
not more than ten of the whole fhip's company that were 
able to do duty. 

We proceeded however in rigging the [hip, and getting 
water and flores aboard: the water we were obliged to pro
cure from Batavia, at the rate of fix ihillings and eight pence 
a leager, or one hundred and fifty gallons. 

About the 26th, the wefl:erly lnonfoon fet iq,. whicho gene- Monday 2~. 

rally blows here in the night from the S. W. and in the day 
from the N. W. or N. For forne nights before this, we had 
very heavy rain, with 111uch thunder; and in the night be-

tween 
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1770 • tween the 25th and 26th, fuch rain as we had feldom feen, 
November. 
~ for near four hours without intermiffion. Mr. Banks's houfe 
Monday 26. 

December. 
Saturday 8, 

jvIonday 24. 

admitted the water in every part like a fieve, and it ran 
through the lower rooms in a il:ream that would have turned 
a mill: he was by this time fufficiently recovered to go out, 
and upon his entering Batavia the next 1110rning, he was 
much furprifed to fee the bedding every where hungout to 
dry. 

The wet feafon was now fet in, though we had fome in
tervals of fair weather. The frogs in. the ditches, which 
croak ten times louder than any frogs in Europe, gave notice 
of rain by an ince:£fant noife that was almoft intolerable, and 
the gnats and mufquitos, which had been very troublefome 
even during the dry weather, were now become innu .. 
merable, fwanning from every plath of water like bees 
frOln a hive; they did not, however, much incommode us 
in the day, and the flings, however troublefome at firft, 
never continued to itch above half an hour, fo that none of 
us felt in the day, the effeCts of the wounds they had received 
in the night. 

On the 8th of Decen1ber, the !hip being perfectly refitted, 
and having taken in moft of her water and flores, and re
ceived her fick on board, we ran up to Batavia Road, and 
anchored in four fathonl and an half of water. 

. From this time, to the 24th, we were employed in getting 
on board the remainder of our water and provifions, with 
fome new pumps, and in feveral other operations that were 
neceffary to fit the fllip for the fea, all which would have 
been effected luuch fooner, if ficknefs and death had not dif
abled or carried off a great number of our men. 

vVhil.e we lay here, the Earl of Elgin, Captain Cook, a !hip 
belongmg to the Englifh Eaft India Company, came to an 

anchor 
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-anchor in the Road. She was bound frOlll l\1adra[s to China, 
but having loft her paifage, put in here to wait for the next 
fea[on. The Phren ix, Captain Black, an Engliih country 
fhip, from Bencoolen, alfo came to an anchor at this ,place. 

In the afternoon of Chrifhnas eve, the 24th, I took leave 
of the Governor, and feveral of the principal gentlelnen of 
the place, with whOln I had forn~ed conneCtions, and 
frOln whOln I received every poffible civility and affiftance ; 
but in the mean time an accident happened, which might 
have produced difagreeable confequences. A fealnan had 
run away from one of the Dutch ihips in the Road, and 
entered on board of mine: the Captain had applied to the 
Governor, to reclailn him as a fubjeCt of Holland, and an. 
order for that purpo[e was procured: this order was brought 
to me foon. after I returned frOln my Iaft vifir, and I faid, 
that if the man. appeared to be a Dutchman, he ihouid cer
tainly be delivered up. Mr. Hicks comrnanded on board, 
and I gave the Dutch officer an order to him, to deliver the 
man up under that condition. I ilept myfelf this night on 
{hore, and in the morning, the Captain of the Dutch Com
modore can1e and told me that he had carried my order all 

board, but that the officer had refufed to deliver up the man, 
alleging, not only that he was not a Dutchman, but that 
he was a fubjec't of Great Britain, born in Ireland; I re~ 
plied, that the officer had perfee'dy executed my orders, and 
that if the man was an Engliili fubjeCt, it could not be ex
pected that I fhould deliver him up. The Captain t1~cn faid, 
that he was juft come from the Governor, to demaljd the 

man of me in his name, as a fubjcc't of Denmark, alleging, 
that he flood in the ihip's books as born at Elfincur. The 
claim of this man as a fubjeCt of Holland, being now given 
up, I obferved to the Captain, that there appeared to be fome 

Vo L. II. 4: Z nli!1:ake 
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miftake in the General's mefrage, for that he would certainly 
never demand a Daniih feaman from me, who had com
mitted no other crilne than preferririg the fervice of the 
Engliih to that of the Dutch. I added, however, to con-
vince him of my fincere defire to avoid difputes, that if the 
man was a Dane he ihould be delivered up as a (ourtefy:> 
though he could not be demanded as a right; but that if I 
found he was an Englifh fubjecr, I would keep him at aU 
events .. Upon thefe terms we parted, and foon after I re
ceived a letter from Mr. Hicks, containing indubitable proof 
that the fean1an in quefiion wa& a fubject of his Britannic Ma
jefty. This letter I immediately carried to the Shebander, 
with a requefl: that it might be fhewn to the Governor, and 
that his Excellency might at the fame time be told, I would 
not upon any terms part with the man. This had the. defired 
effeCt, and I heard no more of the affair. 

In the evening, I went on board, accompanied by Mr. 
Banks, and the refl: of the gentlemen who had conftantly 
refided on [hore, and who, though better, were not yet 
perfectly recovered. 

Wednef.26. At fix in the morning, of the Q6th, we weighed and fet 
fail, with a light breeze at S. W. The Elgin Indiaman fa
luted us with: three cheers and thirteen guns, and the garri~ 
fan with fourteen, both which, with the help of our fwivels, 
we returned, and foon after the fea breeze fet in at N. by W. 
which obliged us to anchor juft without the iliips in the 
Road. 

At this time, the number of fick on board amounted to 
fony: ~nd the refl: of the fhip's company were in a very feeble 
COnditIOn. Every individual had been fick except the fail
maker, an old man between feveJtty and eighty years of 

age) 
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age, and it is very remarkable that this old man, during 177°· 
December. 

our flay at this place, was conftantly drunk every day: we ~ 
had buried feven, the Surgeon, three feamen, Mr. Green's Wednef. z6. 

fervant, Tupia, and Tayeto his hoy. All but Tupia fell a 
facrifice to the unwholefome, flagnant, putrid air of the 
country, and he who from his birth had been ufed to fubfift 
chiefly upon vegetable food, particularly ripe fruit, foon 
contracted all the diforders that are incident to a fea life, 
and would probably have funk under them before we could 
have completed our voyage, if we had not been obliged to 
80 to Batavia to refit~ 

C H A ~o 
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C HAP. XlIt 

Some Account of Batavia, and the adjacent Country; with 

their Fruits, Flowers, and other ProduElions. 

BATA VIA, the capital of the Dutch dominions in India~ 
and generally fuppofed to have no equal among all the 

poffeffions of the Europeans in Afia, is fituated on the north 
fide of the i:fland of Java, in a low fenny plain, where feveral 
fmall rivers, which take their rife in the mountains called· 
l3laeuwen Berg, about forty miles up the country, empty them
felves into the fea, and where the co aft forms a large bay, called 
the Bay of Batavia, at the difl:ance of about eight Ieagpes 
from the fl:reight of Sunda. It lies in latitude 60 10' S. and 
longitude 1060 SO' E. from the meridian of Greenwich, as 
appears from aftronomical obfervations made upon the fpot, 
by the Reverend Mr. Mohr, who has built an elegant ob
fervatory, which is as well furniilied with inftruments as 
mofl: in Europe. 

The Dutch fcern to have pitched upon this fpot for the 
convenience of water-carriage, and in that it is indeed a 
fecond Holland, and fuperior to every other place in the 
world. There are very few ftreets tha t have not a canal of 
confiderable breadth running through them, or rather fiag
nating in them, and continued for feveral miles in almoft 
every direc9.:ion beyond the town, which is alfo interfeCted 
by five or fix rivers, fome of which are navigable thirty or-
+ "1 J.orty D11 es up the country. As the houfes are large, and 
the ftreets wide, it takes up a 11iueh greater extent, in pro-

'} portion 
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portion to the number of houfes it contains, than any city 
in Europe. Valentyn, who wrote an account of it about the 
year 1726, fays, that in his time, there were, within the 
walls, I242 Dutch houfes, and J 200 Chinefe; and without 
the walls 1066 Dutch, and I240 Chinefe, befides 12 arrack 
houfes, making in all 4760: but this account appeared to us 
to be greatly exaggerated, efpecially with refpeCt to the 
number of houfes within the walls. 

The ftreets are fpacious and handfome, and the banks of 
the canals are planted with rows of trees, that make a very 
pleafing appearance; but the trees concur with the canals 
to nlake the fituation unwholefome. The ftagnant canals 
in the dry feafon exhale an intolerable ftench, and the trees 
impede the courfe of the air, by which in fome degree the 
putrid effluvia would be diffipated. In the wet [eafon the 
inconvenience is equal, for then thefe refervoirs of corrupted 
water overflow their banks in the lower part of the towll, 
efpecially in the neighbourhood of the hotel, and fill 
the lower ftories of the houfes, where they leave behind 
them an inconceivable quantity of flime and filth: yet thef~ 
canals are fometimes cleaned; but the cleaning theln is f0 
managed as' to become as great a nuifance as the fouInefs of 
the water; for the black mud that is taken frOlTI the bottom is 
fuffered to lie upon the banks, that is, in the middle of the 
fireet, till it has acquired a fufficient degree of hardnefs to 

he made the lading of a boat, and carried away. As this 
mud confifts chiefly of human ordure, which is Fegularly 
thrown into the canals every morning, there not being a 
neceifary-houfe in the whole toWil, it poifol1s the air while 
it is drying to a confiderable extent, Even the running 
ftreams become nuifances in their turn, by the naftinefs 01"" 

negligence of the people; for every now and, then a deacl 
h()gJl 
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hog, or a dead 11m'fe, is ftranded upon the ihallow parts, and 
it being the bufinefs of no particular perfon to remove the 
nuifance, it is negligently left to time and accident. Wh}.le 

we were here, a dead buffalo lay upon the ihoal of a river 
--that ran through one of the principal frreets above a week, 
and at laft was carried away by a -flood.- -

The houfes are in general well adapted to the climate;
they confift of one very large room or hall on the ground 
fioor, with a door at each end, both which generally frand 
open: at one end a room is taken off by a partition, where 
the mafter of the houfe tranfaCts his bufinefs; and in the 
Iniddle between each end there is a court, which gives light 
to the hall, and at the fame time increafes the draught of 
air. From one corner of the hall the frairs go up to the floor 
above, where alfo the rooms are fpacious and airy. In the 
alcove, which is formed by the court, the family dine; and 
at other times it is occupieq by the female ilaves, who are 
not allowed to fit down any where eiCe. 

The public buildings are, moft of them, old, heavy, and 
ungraceful; but the new church is not inelega~t; it is built 
with a dome, that is feen from a great difrance at fea, and
though the oudide has rather a heavy appearance, the infide 
forms a very fine room: it is furnifhed with an organ of a 
proper fize, being very large, and ismoft magnificently il
luminated by chandeliers. 

The town is inclofed by a frone wall, of a moderate height; 
but the whole of it is old, and many parts are much out of 
repair. This wall itfelf is furrounded by a river, which in 
forne places is fifty, and in fame a hundred yards wide: the 

ilream is rapid, but the water is ihallow. The wall is alfo 
lined within by a canal, which in different parts is of diffe
rent breadths; fo that, in palling either out or in through the 

gates, 
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gates, it is neceifary to crofs two draw-bridges; and there 
is no accefs for idle people or {hangers to walk upon the 
ramparts, which feem to be but ill provided with guns. 

In the north eaft corner of the town ftands the cafile or 
citadel, the walls of which are both higher and thicker thaa 
thofe of the town) efpecially near the landing-place, where 
there is depth of water only for boats, which it completely 
commands, with feveral large guns that make a very good 
appearance.' 

Within this cafl:le are apartments for the Governor Gene;" 
ral, and all the Council of India, to which they are enjoined 
to repair in cafe of a fiege~ Here are alfo large fl:orehoufes~ 
where great quantities of the Company's goods are kept, 
efpecially thofe that are brought from Europe, and where 
almoft all their writers tranfaCt their bufinefs. In this place 
alfo are laid up a great number of cannon, whether to mount 
upon the walls or furniil1. :£hipping, we could not learn; and 
the Company is {aid to be well fuppIied ,virh powder, which 
is difperfed in various magazines, that if forne ihould be de~ 
firoyed by lightning, which in this place is very frequent, 
the reft may efcape. 

Befides the fortifications of the town, numerous forts are 
difperfed about the country to the diftance of twenty or thirty 
miles; thefe feem to have been intended merely to keep the 
natives in awe, and indeed they are fit for nothing eI{e. For 
the fame purpo[e a kind of houfes, each of which 1110unts 
about eight guns, are placed in fuch fituations as command 
the navigation of three or four canals, and confequently the 
roads upon their banks: forne of thefe are in the town itfelf, 
and it was from one of thefe that all the beft houfes belong
ing to the Chinefe were levelled with the ground in the Chi
nefe rebellion of 1740. Thefe defences are fcattered over all 

8 p:1l'ts 
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parts of Java, and the other iilands of which the Dutch have 
got poifeffion in thefe feas. Of one of thefe fingular forts, or 
forti:fied houfes, vve fhould have procured a drawing, if our 
Gentlemen had not been confined by ficknefs almofi all the 
time they were upon the i:lland. 

If the Dutch fortifications here are not formidable in 
themfelves, they become fo by their fituation; for they are 
among moraffes where the roads, Which are notning more 
than a bank thrown up between a canal and a ditch, may 
eafily be deflroyed, and confequently the approach of heavy 
artillery either totally prevented or greatly retarded: for it 
would be exceedingly difficult, if not impoffible, to tranfport 
them. in boats, as they all mufl:er every night under the 
guns of the cafile, a fituation frolll which it would be im
pollible for an enemy to take them. Befides, in this country, 
delay is death; fo that whatever retards an enclny, will de d 

firoy him. In lefs than a week, we were fenfible of the un
healthinefs of the climate; and in lefs than a month half 
the il1.ip's company were unable to do their duty. Vie 
were told, that of a hundred foldiers who arrive here from 
Europe, it was a rare thing for fifty to furvive the firfl: year; 
that of thofe fifty, half would then be in the hofpital, and 
not ten of the reft in perfect health: pofiibly this account 
ll1ay be exaggerated; but the pale and feeble wretches 
whom we faw crawling about with a ll1ufquet, which they 
were fcarcely able to carry, inclined us to believe that it was 
true. Every white inhabitant of the town indeed is a foldier; 
the younger are conflantly lnuftered, and thore who have 
ferved five years are liable to be called out when their ailift
ance is thought to be neceiTary; but as neither of them are 
ever excrcifed, or do any kind of duty, ll1uch cannot be ex
pe(ted froll1 them. The Portuguefe, indeed, are in general 

good 
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good lnarkfmen, becaufe they employ themfelves 111uch in 
fuooting wild hogs and deer; neither the Mardykers nor the 
Chinefe know the ufe of fire-arms; but as they arc faid to 
we brave, they might' do much execution with their own 
weapons, fwords, lances, and daggers. The Mardykers arc 
Indians of all nations, who are defcended from free ancef~ 
tol'S, or have themfelves been made free. 

But if it is difficult to attack Batavia by land, it is utterly 
.impoffible to attack it by fea: for the water is fo fhallow?~ 
that it will fcarcely admit a longboat to come within cannon 
fhot of the walls, except in a narrow channel, called the 

fiver, that is walled on both fides by ftrong piers"and runs 
about half a mile into the harbour. At the other end, it ter
minates under the fire of the ftrongeft part of the cafl:le i and 
here its communication with the canals that interfeCl: the 
town is cut off by a large wooden boom, which is ihut 
every night at fix o'clock, and upon no pretence opened till. 
the next morning. The harbour of Batavia is accounted the 
£ineft in India, and to all appearance with good reafon; it is 
large enough to contain any number of fhips, and the 
ground is fo good that one anchor will hold till tbe cable 
decays: it never admits any fea that is troublefome, and its 
only inconvenience is the fuoal water between the road and 
the river. vVhen the rea breeze blows frefh, it makes a cock. 
ling fea that is dangerous to boats: our longboat once ftruck 
twO or three times as the was attempting to come out, and 
regained the river's n10uth with fome difficulty. A Dutch 
boat, laden with fails and rigging for one of the Indiamen, 

was en tirel y loft. 

Round the harbour, on the ontfide, lie many iilands, which 
the Dutch have taken poifeffion of, and apply to difrerent 
ufes. To one of them, called Edam~ they tranfport all Eu-
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ropeans who have been guilty of crhues that are not worthy 
of death: fome are fentenced to remain there ninety-nine 
years, fome forty, fome twenty, [orne lefs, down to five, in 
proportion to their offence; and during their baniihment" 
they are employed as flaves in making ropes, and other 
drudgery. In another ill and, called Purmerent, tbey have an 
hof pital, where people are faid to recover much fafter than 
at Batavia. In a third, called Kuyper~ they have warehoufes 
belonging to the Company, chiefly for rice, and other mer
chandize of fmall value; and here the foreign ihips, that 
are to be laid down at Ourufi:, another of thefe iilands, which 

. with Kuyper has been mentioned before, difcharge their 
(argoes at wharfs which are very convenient for the pur
pafe. Here the guns, fails, and other ftores of the Falmouth, 
a man of war, which was condemned at this place when ilie 
was returning from Manilla, were depofired, and the fuiI>' 
11erfelf remained in the harbour with only the warrant offi
cers on board for many years. Remittances were regularly 
made them from home r but no notice was ever taken of the 
:raany memorials they fent, defiring to be i·ecalled. Happily 
for them, the Dutch thought fit, about fix months before our 
arrival, to fell the veiTel and all her flares,.. by public auCtion, 
and fend the officers home in their own fhips., At Ouruft~ 
they repair all their own ihipping, and keep a large quan
'l'ity of naval fcores. 

The country round Batavia is for fome miles a continued: 
:range of country houfes and gardens. Many of the gardens
are very large, and, by fOlne flrange Fatality, all are planted; 
with trees almoH as thick as they can fland; fo tha.t the' 
£auntry derives no- advantage from'its being cleared of the
v'lOod that originally covered it, except the' fruit of that 
-'Ylhich has been. planted in its Ioom. Thefe impenetrable' 
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forefts fiand ir~ a dead flat, which extends fome miles beyond 
them, and is interfeCted in many direCtions by rivers, and 
more f\:ill by canals, which are navigable for fmall veffels. 
N or is this the worfi, for the fence of every field and garden 
is a ditch; and interfperfed among the cultivated ground 
there are many filthy fens, bogs, and moraffes, as well frefh 
as fah. 

It is not firange that the inhabitants of fuch a country 
iholtld be familiar with difeafe and death: preventive medi .. 
cines are taken ahnoil: as regularly as food; and every body 
expects the returns of ficknefs, as we do the feafons of the 
year. We did not fee a fingle face in Batavia that indicated 
perfect health, for there is not the leaft tint of colour in the 
cheeks either of man or woman: the women indeed are 
moil: delicately fair; but with the appearance of difeafe 
there never can be perfect beauty. People talk of death 
with as much indifference as they do in a camp; and when 
an acquaintance is faid to be dead, the comrnon reply is, 
" \Vell, he owed me nothing j" or, "I muft get my money 
(' of his executors." 

To this defcription of the environs of Batavia there are but 
two exceptions. The Governor's country houfe is fituated 
upon a rifing ground; but its afcent is fo inconfiderable, that 
it is known to be above the common level only by the ca-

_ nals being left behind, and the appearance of a few bad 
hedges: his Excellency, however, who is a native of this 
place, has, with forne trouble and expence, contrived to in
clofe his own garden with a ditch; fuch is the influence of 
habit both upon the taile and the underftanding. A famous 
mark.et alfo, called Paifar Tanabank." is held upon an emi
nence that rifes perpendicularly about thirty feet above the 
plain 1 and except thefe fituations, the ground, for an extent 
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of between thirty and forty miles round Batavia, is exacUr 
pa:raUel to the horizon., At the diftance of about forty miles 
inland there arc hills of a confiderable height, where, as we 
were informed', the air is healthy, and comparatively cool. 
Here the vegetables of Europe Rouriih in great perfec'tion, 
particularly ftrawberries, which can. but ilL bear heat; and 
the inhabitants are vigorous and. ruddy. Upon thefe. hills 
fom'e of the principal peopTe ha ve' ~ountry houfes., which, 
they vifit once a-year; and one was begun for the Governor~, 
upon the plan of Blenheim, the famous feat of the Duke of 
Marlborough in Oxfordfhire, but it has never been nniihed., 
To thefe hills alfo peopte are fent by the phyficians, for the 
recovery of their health" and the effects of the air are [aid to 

be almoft miraculous:' the patient gtows wen ih a 111.ort time;, 
but conftantly relapfes foon after his retU1~n to Batavia. 

But the fame fituation and circumftances which render 
Batavia and the. countl~y. round it unwholefome-, render it the' 
beft gardener's ground in the world. The foil is fruitful be
yond ilnagination" and the conveniences and luxuries of 
life that it produces are almoft without number. 

Rice, which is well. ,known to be the corn of thefe COHn;;.,.. 

tries, and to ferve the inhabitants inflead, of bread,. grows in 
great plenty: and I muft here obferve, that in the hilly parts 
of Java, and in many of the eaftera iflands, a.fpecies. of this 
grain is planted, which in the weftern parts of India.is, intirely· 
unknown. It is called .. by the natives Paddy GU1ZUllg, or Moun
tain rice; this, contrary. to the other- fort which mufl be un
der water three parts, in four of the tim'e of its growth, is 
planted upon the fides of hills where no w.ater but rain can 
come: itis ho\vcver planted at tllC beginning of the.rainy [ea.-.· 
fon, and rcapedin the beginning of the dry. How far this kind 
0f rice might be ufdu!. in our We.ft Indian iilands, where no' 
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bread corn is grown, it may perhaps be worth while to en
qUIre. 

Indian corn, or maize, is alfo produced here; which the 
inhabitants gather when young, and toaft in the ear. Here 
is alfo a great variety of kidney beans, and len tiles, which 
they call Cadjang, and which mak.e a confiderable part of th>e 

\ 

food.of the comm-on people; befides millet, yams both wet 
and dry, fweer potatoes" and European potatoes, which are 
very good, but not cultivated in great plenty. In' the' gar~ 
dens., there are cabbages, lettuces, cucumbers, rhadifhes) 
the white rhadifhes of China, which boil almoft as well as a 
turnep; carrots, padley, celery, pigeon peas, the egg plant, 
which broiled, and eaten with pepper and fxIt, is very deli
cious; a kind of greens· re[embling fpinage; onions, very 
fmall, but exceUent; and afparagus: befides fame European 
plants of a thong fmell, particularly fage, hyfop, and rue. 
Sugar is alfo produced here in immenfe quantities: very 
great crops of the fineff and. largeff canes that can be ima-
gined are produced with. very little care, and yield a much 
larg~t proportion of fugar than the canes of the \Vefl: Indies, 
White fugar is fold here at two pence half-penny a pound ;; 
and the molafIes makes the arrack, of which,as ofrum, it 
is the chief ingredient;. a fmall quantity of rice, and forne 
cocoa-nut wine, being added, chiefly, 1 fuppofe, to give it 
flavour. A fmall quantity of indigo is alfo produce~ here, 
not as an article of trade, but merely for home COnfUl1.1ptiono 

But the lTIofl:abundant article of vegetable luxury here, is 
the fruit; (i which there is no lefs than fix and thirty dif
ferent kinds) and I !hall give a very brief account of each. 

I. The I::;; :le apple; Bronlelia Ananas. This fruit, which is 
here called Nanas, grows very :!~(:.rge, and in fuch plenty that 
~hey may fOlnctimes be bought at the :firfl: hand for: a far~ 

thing 
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thing a piece; and at the common fruit ihops we got three 
of them for two pence half-penny. They are very juicy and 
well flavoured; but we all agreed that we had eaten as good 
from a hot-houfe in England: they are however fo luxuriant 
in their growth that moil: of them have two or three crowns, 
and a great number of fuckers from the bottom of the fruit; 
.of thefe Mr. Banks once counted nine, and they are fo for
ward that very often while they frill adhered to the parent 
plant they fhot out their fruit, which, by the time the large 
.one became ripe, were of no inconfiderable fize. We feveral 
times faw three upon one apple, and were told that a plant 
once produced a clufl:er of nine, befides the principal: this 
indeed was confidered as fa great a curiofity, that it was pre
ferved in fugar, and fent to the Prince of Orange. 

-
2 .. Sweet oranges. Thefe are very good, but while we_, 

were here, [o:d for fix pence a piece. ' 

3. Pumplemoefes, which in the Weil: Indies are called 
Shaddocks. Thefe were well flavoured~ but not juicy; their 
want of juice however was an accidental effect of the feafon. 

4· Lemons. Thefe were very [carce; but the want of them 
was amply compenfated by the plenty of limes. 

5· Limes. Thefe were excellent, and to be bought at about 
twelve pence a hundred. We faw only two or three Seville 
Granges, which were almofl: all rind; and there are many 
forts, both of oranges anc11emons, which I ihall not particu
larly mention, becaufe they are neither eReemed by Euro· 
peans nor the natives themfelves. 

6. Mangos. This fruit during our flay was fo infefted 
with maggots, which bred in the infide of theIn, that fcarcely 
one in three was eatable; and the- beft of them were much 
inferior to thofe of Brazil; they are generally cOlnpared by 

Europeans 
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Europeans to a melting peach, which,' indeed" they refembTe 
in foftnefs and fweetnefs, but certainly iall much iliort in 
flavour. The climate here, we were told, is too hot and; 
damp for them; but there are as many fans of them as 
there are of apples in England, and fame are much fuperiOlt 
to others. One fort, which is called Mangha Cowani, has fo 
fhong a fmell_ that a European can fcarce1y bear one in the 
room; thefe, however, the natives are fond of. The three 
forts which are generally preferred, are the NIangha Doodool,; 
the Mangha Santock, and the Mangha Cure. 

7. Bananes. Of thefe alf6 there are innumerable forts" 
'but three only are good; the PilJang Mas, the PiJJang Radja" 
and the Pilfong Ambou: all thefe have a pleafant vinous tafie, 
and the refl are ufeful in different ways; fome are fried in 

'JI. batter, and others are boiled and eaten as bread. There is'. 
one which deferves the particular notice of the boranifi, be
caufe, contrary to the nature of its tribe, it is full of feeds" 
and is therefore called PiJ!ang Batze, or PijJang Bidjie; it has; 
however no excellence to recommend it to the tafte, but the' 
Malays nfe it as a remedy for the flux. 

8. Grapes. Thefe are not in great perfel9:ion, but they are' 
very dear; for we could riot buy a moderate bunch for lefs, 
than. a fhilling or eighteen pence. 

9. Tam-arinds. Thefe are in great plenty, and very cheap:: 
the people however do not put them up in the manner prac
tifed. by the Weft Indians, but cUre thelli with faIt, by which 
means they become a black mafs, fo difagreeable to the' 
:fight and tafte,_ that few Europeans chufe to, meddle with 

them. 

10. Water meIons~- Thefe ate in great pfenty" and very 
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11. Pumpkins. The[eare beyond com parifon the moft 
ufeful fruit that can be carried to fea; for they will keep 
without any care feverallTIonths, and with fugar and lemon
juice, make a pye that can fcarcely be diflinguifhed from. 
one made of .the beflapples; and with pepper and faIt, they 
are a fubftitute for turneps, not to be defpifed. 

12. Papaws. This fruit when it is ripe is full of feeds, and 
almofl: without flavour; but if when it is ~reen it is pared, 
and the core taken out, it is better than the beft turnep. 

J 3. G.uava. This fruit is much commended by the inha
bitants of our iilands in the Weft Indies, who probably have 
a better fort than we met with here, where the [mell of them 
was fo difagreeably thong ,that it Inade fome of us £Ick; 
thofe who tafted them, faid, that the flavour was equally ~. 
:rank. 

14. Sweet fop. The Annona .fquammoJa of Linnxus. This 
is al[o a Weft Indian fruit; it confifis only of a mars of 
large kernels, from which a .emaIl proportion of pulp may 
be fucked, which ib very [weet, but has little:t!avoUi:o 

.15. Cuftard ap_ple. The Annona reticu[ata of Linn::eus. The 
quality of this fruit is well expreffed 'by its 'Englifh name.

j 

which it acquired in the'Vefl: Indies; for:it is as like a cuf ... 
t:1rd, and ,a good one too, as can. he imagined. 

16. The caihew apple. This is feldom eaten an account of 
its aftringency. The nut that grows upon the top of it is 
well known in Europe~ 

17· The cocoa-nut. This 'is a~fo well known in Europe? 
,there are feveral forts, but the beft of thofe we found here is 
c~l1ed Calappi Edjou, and is eafily known by the reduefs .of 
(the fieih between the ikin and the ihell. 

18" Mangofian" 
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18. MangQfian.The Grzrcinia Mangoflana of Linn~us. This 
,fruit, which is peculiar to the Eafl: Indies, is about the fize of 
:the crab apple, and of a deep red-wine colour: on the top of 
it is the figure of five or fix fmall triangles joined in a circle, 
and at the bottom feveral hollow green leaves, which are re
mains of the bloifom. When they are to be eaten, the ikin, 
or ratherfleih, mufl: be taken off, under which are found fix 
,or feven white kernels, placed in a circular order, and the 
:pulp with which the£e are inveloped, is the fruit, than which 
nothing can be more delicious: it is a happy mixture of the 
:tart and the fweet, which is no lefs wholefome than plea
{ant; and with the [weet orange, this fruit is allowed in any 
quantity to thofe who are affliCted with fevers, either of the 
putrid or ,inflammatory kind. 

19. The jamboo.The Eugenia MallaccelYzs of Linn~us. This 
fruit is of a deep red colour, and an oval ihape; the largeft, 
which are always the heft, are not bigger than a fmall apple; 
they are pleafant and cooling, though they have not much 

flavour. 

QO. The jambu-eyer. A fpecies of the Eugenia of Linn~us" 
Of this fruit there are two forts of .a,·fimilar fhape, refem
bling a bell, but differing in colour'; one being red, the 
other whit-e. They fomewhat exceed a large cherry in fize, 
and in tafte have neither flavour nor even fweetnefs, .con
taining nothing but a watry juice, ilightly acidulated; yet 
their coolnefsrecommends them in this hot countryo 

2 I. Jambu-eyer mauwar. The Eugenia jambos of Linn;:eus" 
"This is more grateful to the fmell than the tafte; in tafte it 
l'efembles the conferve of fofes, and in flnell the frefh [cent 

-of thofefiowers. 

22. The pomgranate. This is the fame fruit that is knovvn 

by the fame name all over Europe. 
VOLII!. 5 B ~3· Durion. 
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23. Durion. A fruit that in fhape refembles a fmall meloB, 
but the ikin is covered with iharp conical fpines, whence 
its name; for dure, in the Malay language, fignifies prickle . 
. When it is ripe, it divides longitudinally into feven or eight 
compartments, each of which contains fix or [even nuts, not 
quite [0 large as chefnuts, which are covered with a [ub .. 
fiance that in colour and confiftence very much refembles 
thick cream: this is the part that is eaten, and the natives 
are fond of it to excefs. To Europeans it is generally difa .. 
greeable at firfl:; for in tafte, it fomewhat refembles a mix
ture of cream, fugal', and onions,; and in the fmell, the 
onions predominate. 

Q 4- N anca. This fruit, which in fome parts of India is called 
Jack, has, like the Durion, a fmell very difagreeable to ftran .. 
gel's, and fOlnewhat refembling that of mellow apples mixed 
with garlic: the flavour is not more adapted to the general 
taile. In foule countries that are favourable to it, it is [aid 
to grow to an immenfe fize. Rumphius relates, that it is 
fometimes fo large that a man cannot eafily lift it; and we 
were told by a Malay, that at Madura it is fometimes fo 
large as not to be carried but by the united efforts of two 
men. At Batavia, however, they never exceed the fize of a 
large melon, which in ihape they very much refemble: they 
are covered with angular prickles, like the ihootings of fome 
chryftals, which however are not hard enough to wound 
thofe who handle them. 

25· Champada. This differs from the Nanca in little €x .. 
ICept fize, it not being fo big. 

26. Rambutan. This is a fruit little known to Europeans; 
in appearance it very much refembles a chefnut with the 
huik on, and like that, is covered -with fmall points, which 
a1;e foft and of a deep red colour: under this !kin is the 
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R 0 U N D THE W 0 R "L D. 

fruit, and within the fruit a fi:one; the eatable part there .. 
fore is fmall in quantity, but its acid is perhaps more agree
able than any other in the whole vegetable kingdom. 

27. Jambolan. This in fize and appearanc'e is not unlike 
a damafcene; but in tafte is ftill more aftringent, and there
fore lefs agreeable. 

28. The Boa Bidarra ; or Rhamnus '1ujuba of Linn::eus. This 
is a round yellow fruit, about the fize of a goofeberry; itra 
flavour is like that of an apple, but it has the aftringency ot 
a crab. 

29. Nam nam. The CY1Zometra Cauliflora of Linn::eus. This 
fruit in iliape fomewhat refembles a kidney; it is about 
three inches long, and the outfide is very rough: it is fel· 
dom eaten raw, but ftied with batter it makes a good fritter. 

30, 3 I. The Catappa, or Terminalia Catappa; and the Canare, 
~he Canarium commune of Linn::eus; are both nuts, with kernels 
fomewhat refembling an almond j but the difficulty of 
breaking the :(hell is fo great, that they are no where pub
tidy fold. Thofe which we tafted were gathered for curio .. 
:fity by Mr. Banks, from the tree upon which they grew. 

32 • The Madja; or Limollia of Linn::eus; contains, under a 
hard brittle !hell, fl. lightly acid pulp, which cannot be eaten 
without fugar; and with it, is not generally thought plea-

fant. 

33. Suntu!' The Trichilia of Linn::eus. This is the worfi of 
all the fruits that I fuall particulaxly n1ention: in fize and 
fuape it refembles the Madja; and within a thick ikin con
tains kernels like thofe of the Mangoftan, the tafte of which 
is both acid and aftringent, and fo difagreeable that we were 
furprifed to fee it expofed upon the fruit-flaIls. 

S B 2 34, 

739 

1770 • 
December. 
"---.t---J ;' 



1770.. 
ll_ecember. 
t...---v--J 

LIEUTENANT COOK's VOYAGE 

34, 35, 36. The Blimbing, or Averrhoa Belimb'i; the Blim~
bing Beife~ or A'verrhoa 'Carambola; and the Cherrema, or' 
.&verrhoa acida of Linn2eus, are three [pecies of one genus; 
and though they differ in ihape, are nearly of the fame 
taite. The Blimbing Beife is the fweeteft: the other two are 
fa aufterely acid, that they cannot be ufed without dreffing;, 
they lnake how.ever excellent pickles and four fauce. 

31~ The Salack; or Calamus Rotang Z alacea of Linn2eus. This 
is the fruit of a prickly bufh; it is about as big as a walnut" 
and covered with fcales, like thofe of a lizard: below the
fcales are two or three yellow kernels, in, flavour fomewhat-
refembling a ftrawherry .. 

Befides thefe~ the i£land of Java, and particularly the coun
try round Batav~a, produces many kinds of fruit which were' 
llot in feafon during our flay; we'were alfo told that apples" 
ftrawberries, and many other fruits from Europe, had been 
planted up'in the mountains, and flouriihed there in great 
luxuriance .. We' faw feveral fruits preferved in fugar, that 
we did not fee recent from the tree, one of which is called, 
Kimkit, and another Boa Atap: and here are feveral others 
which are eaten only by the natives, particularly the Keflor, 

the Guilindina, the Maringa, and the Soceum. The Soccum is of 
the fame kind with the ~read,.fruit in the Smith Sea iflands, 
but fo much inferior, that if it had not been for the fimili
tude in the outward appearance both of the fruit and the 
tree, we ihould not have referred it to that clafs~ Thefe and 
fon1e others do not merit JO be particularly mentioned~ 

The quantity of fruit that is confumed at Batavia is incre. 
dible; but that which is publiclyexpofed to fale is generally 
over-ripe. A ftranger however Inay get good fruit in a ftreet 
called Paifar Piifang, which lies north from the great church, 

S and 
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and very near it. This ftreet is inhabited by none but Chine[e 
fruit-fellers,. who are fupplied from the gardens of Gentle
men in the neighbourhood of the town, with fuch as is 
freili, and excellent in its kind, for which however they 
muft be paid more than four times the market priceo 

The town in general is fupplied from a' confiderable dif~ 
tance, where great quantities of land are cultivated merely 
fDr the produttion of fruit. The country people, to· whom 
thefe lands belong, meet the people of the town at two 
great markets; one on Monday, called PafTar Sine en ; and 
the other on Saturday, called Paffar Tanabank. Thefe fairs 
are held at places confiderably diftant from each otl-leT, for 
the convenience of different difl:rifrs; neither of them how~ 
ever are more than five miles diftant from Batavia. At thefe 
fairs,.. the heft fruit may be bought at the cheapeft rare; and 
the fight of them to a European is very entertaining., The 
quantity of fruit is aftoniiliing; forty or fifty'cart loads of 
the finefl: pine apples, packed as carelefsly as turneps in: 
E'ngland, are common, and other fruit in the fame profu-' 
fion., The days however on which thefe markets are held 
are ill contrived; the time between Saturday and Monday 
is too ihort) and that between Monday and Saturday too' 
long: great part of what is bought on Monday is always; 
nluch the worfe for keeping before a new flock can be
bought, either by the retailer or confumer; fa that for feve-
rat days in every week there is no good fruit in the handEr 
of any people but the Chinefe in Paifar Piifarrg. 

The inhabitants of this part of India praCtife' a' luxury 
which feerns to·be but little attended to ill' other countries l' 
tthey are continually burning aromatic woods and! refins, 
and fcatter odours round' them in a profufion of flbwers~. 
poffibly as an antidote tothenoifome eftluviaof their ditches 
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1770. and canals. Of fweet fmelling flowers they have a great va-
December:~ ..• 
~' riety, altogether unknown In Europe, the clucf of whIch I 

fuall briefly defcribe. 

r. The Cbampacka, or Michelia Champacca. This grows upon 
a tree as large as an apple tree, and confifts of fifteen long 
narrow petala, which give it the appearance of being double, 
though in reality it is not fa: its colour is yellow, and much 
deeper than that of a jonquil, to which it has fOlne refem
blance in fmelI. 

2. The Canal1ga, or U varia Cananga, is a green flower, not 
at all refembling the bloflOm of any tree or plant in Europe: 
it has indeed more the appearance of a bunch of leaves than 
a flower; its fcent is agreeable, but altogether peculiar to 
itfelf. . 

3. The Mulatti, or NjEtanthes Sambac. This is well known in 
Englifh hot-houfes by the name of Arabian jeffamine: it 
grows here in the greateft profufion, and its fragrance, like 
that of all other Indian flowers, though exquifitely pleafing. 
has not that over-powering ftrength which diftinguifhes fome 
of the fanle forts in Europe. 

4, S. The Combang CaracnajJi, and Com bang Tonquin, Percularia 
Glabro. Thefe are fmall flowers, of the dog's-bane kind, 
very much refembling each other in ibape and fmell, highly 
fragrant, but very different from every product of an Engliih 
garden. 

6.The Bonga Tanjong, or Mimzljops Elengi of Linnams. This 
flower is ihaped like a frar of feven or eight rays, and is 
about half an inch in diameter; it is of a yellowifh colour, 
and has an agreeable fmell. 

Befides thefe, there is the Sundal Malam, or Poliantbes Tube .. 
raja. This flower~ being the fame with our own tuberofe, can 

have 
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have no place among thofe that are unknown in Europe, 
but I mention it for its Malay name, which _ fignifies " In
triguer of the Night," and is not inelegantly conceived. 
The heat of this climate is fo -great, that few flowers exhale 
their fweets in the day; and this in particular, from its total 

-want of fcent at that time, and the modefty ef its colour, 
which is white, feems negligent of attracting admirers, but 
as foon as night comes on, it diffufes its fragrance, and at 
once compels the attention, and excites the complacency of 
all who approach it. 

Thefe are all fold about the 'fl:reets every evening at fun~ 
fet, either {hung upon a thread, in wreaths of about two 
feet long, or made up into nofegays of different forms, 
either of which may be purchafed for about a halfpenny. 
Befides thefe, there are, in private gardens, many other 
fweet flowers, which are not produced in a fufficienr quantity 
to be brought to market. With a mixture of thefe flowers, 
and the leaves of a plant called pandang, cut into [mall 
pieces, perfons of both fexes fill their hair and their clothes} 
and with the fame mixture indulge a much higher luxury by 
ihewing it on their beds, fo that the chamber in which they 
fleep, breathes the richeft and pureft of all odours, un allayed 
by the fumes which cannot but arife where the lleeper lies 
under two or three blankets and- a quilt, for the bed covering 
here is nothing more than a fingle piece of fine chintz, 

Before I clofe my account of the vegetable productions of 
this part of India, I muft take fome notice of the [pices, 
Java originally produced none but pepper. This is now 
fent from hence into Europe to a great value, but the ql1an~ 
tity confumed here is very [mall: the inhabitants ufe Cap~ 
jicltm, or, as it is called in Europe, Cay an pepper, almoft: 
univerfally in its fread. Cloves and nutmegs, having heen 
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monopolized by the Dutch, are become too dear to be plen~ 
tifully ufed by the other inhabitants of thiscouritry, who 
are very fond of them. Cloves, although they are faid ori
ginally to have been the produce of Machian, or Bachian, a 
fmall iiland far to theeaftward, and only fifteen miles to the 
northward of the line,and to have been from thence dif
feminated by the Dutch, at their firft coming into thefe parts, 
over all theeaftern iilands, are now confined to Amboina1J 
and the fmall iiles that lie in its neighbourhood; the Dutch 
having, by different treaties of peace between them and the 
conquered kings of all the other ifIands. ftipulated, that they 
fhould have only a certain number ·of trees in their domini
.ons, and in future quarrels, as a punifument for difobedi~ 
ence and rebellion, lefrened the quantity, till at lail: they left 

. them no claim to any. Nutmegs have in .a manner been 
,extirpated in all the Hlands except their firil: native foil, 
Banda, which eafily fupplies ,every nation upon earth, and 
would as ·eaiily fupply every nation in another globe of the 
famedimenfions, if there was any fuch to which the in
<lUftriou8 Hollander could nanfport the commodity; it is~ 

however, {:ertain, that there are a few trees <of this fpice 
upon the coaft of New Guinea. There may perha,ps be both 
doves and nutmegs upon other iflands to the eail:ward; for 
thofe, neither the Dutch, nor any other European, feern to 
think it worth while to examine. 

The principal tame quadrupeds of this country are horfes,. 
cattle,buffalos,1heep, goats,and hogs. The horfes are 
fmall, never exceeding infize what we call a flout galloway~ 
but they are nimble and fpirited, and are reported to have 
been found here when the Europeans firil: carne round the 
Cape of Good Hope. The horned cattle are faid to be the 
fame fpecies as thofe in Europe, but they differ fo much in 
appea.r.ance, that we were inclined to doubt it: they have in-

deed 
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deed the palearia or dewlap, which naturalifts make the dif
tinguiihing characreriftic of the European f pecies, but they 
certainly are found wild, not only in Java but feveral of the 
eaftern iilands. The fle:lh of thofe that we eat at Batavia, 
had a finer grain than European beef, but it was lefs juicy, 
and miferably lean. Buffalos are plenty, but the Dutch 
never eat them, nor win they drink their milk, being pre
poifeifed with a notion that both are unwholefome, and 
tend to produce fevers; though the natives and Chinefe eat 
both, without any injury to their health. The iheep are of 
the kind which have long ears that hang down, and hair in· 
fiead of wool: the fleih of thefe is hard and tough, and in 
every refpeCt the worft mutton we ever faw: we found here, 
however, a few Cape iheep, which are excellent, but fo 
dear that we gave five and forty ihillings a-piece for four of 
them, the heavieft of which weighed only five and forty 
pounds. The goats are not better than the iheep, but the 
hogs, efpecially the Chinefe breed, are incomparable, and 
fa fat, that the purchafer agrees for the lean feparately. 
The butcher, who is always a Chinefe, without the leaft 
fcruple cuts off as much of the fat as he is defired, and after
wards fells it to his countrymen, who melt it down, and eat 
it inftead of butter with their rice: but notwithftanding the 
excellence of this pork, the Dutch are fa ftrongly prejudiced 
in favour of every thing that comes from their native coun
try, that they eat only of the Dutch breed, which are here 
fold as nluch dearer than the Chinefe, as the Chinefe are fold 
dearer than the Dutch in Europe. 

Befides thefe animals, which are tame, they have dogs 
and cats, and there are among the diftant mountains fome 
wild horfes and cattle: buffalos are not found wild in any 
part of Java, though they abound in Macaifar, and feveral 
other eaftern Wands. The neighbourhood of Batavia) how-
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ever, is plentifully fupplied with two kinds of deer,. and 
wild hogs, which are fold at a reafonable price by rhePor-
tuguefe, who :lhoot them, and are very good food. 

Among the mountains" and in the defart parts of the 
Wand, there are tygers, it is faid, in great abundance, and 
fome rhinocerofes; in thefe parts alfo there are monkies, 
and there are a few of thenl even in the neighbourhood of 
Batavia. 

Of fi111, here is an amazing plenty; many forts are excel
lent, and all are very cheap, except the few that are fcarce. 
It happens here, as in other places, that vanity gets the 
better even of appetite ~ the cheap fi:lh, mof!: of which is of 
the beft kind, is the food only of ilaves, and that which is 
dear, only be~aufe it is fcarce, and very much inferior in 
every fefpea-, is placed upon the tables of the rich. A fen
fible houfekeeper once fpoke to us freely upon the fubject. 
I know, faid he, as well as you, that I could purchafe a 
better difh of fi:lh for a fililling, than what now cofts nle ten1' 
but if I lhould make fa good a ufe of my money, I fhould: 
here be as n1uch defpifed,as you would be in Europe, if yow 
were to cover your table' with offals, fit only for beggars or 
dogs. 

Turtle is alfo found here, but it is neither fa [weet nor 10.' 
fat as the Weft Indian turtle, even in London; fuch as it is,~ 

however, we fhould confider it as a dainty; but the Dutch~, 
amongother fingularities, do not eat it. We raw fame li
zards, or Iguanas, here of a very large fize; we were told: 
that forne were as thick as a man's thigh, and Mr. Banks filot 
one that was five feet long: the fiefh of this, animal provedi 
to be very good food. . 

Poultry is very good here, and in great pIenty: fowls of 
a very large fize, ducks, and geefe are very cheap 1 pIgeons. 

4 ~ 
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are dear, and the price of turkies extravagant. We fome .. 
times found the fleih of thefe animals lean and dry, but this 
was merely the effect of their being ill fed, for thofe that we 
fed ourfelves were as good as any of the fame kind that we 
had tafted in Europe, and we fame times thought them even 
better. 

Wild fowl in general is fcarce. We once faw a wild duck 
in the fields, but never any that were to be fold. vVe fre
quently faw fnipes of two kinds, one of them exactly the 
fame as that in Europe, and a kind of thruili. was always to 

be had in great plenty of the Portuguefe, who, for I know 
not what reafon, feem to have monopolized the wild fowl 
and game. Of fnipes, it is remarkable that they are found 
in more parts of the world than any other bird, being com
mon almoft all over Europe, Afia, Africa, and America. 

With refpeCl: to drink, Nature has not been quite fa liberal 
to the inhabitants of Java as to fame whom ihe has placed in 
the lefs fruitful regions of the north. The native Javanefe r 

and moft of the other Indians who inhabit this ifiand, are 
indeed Mahometans, and therefore have no reafon to regret 
the want of wine; but, as if the prohibition of their law 
refpecred only the manner of becoming drunk, and not 
drunkennefs itfelf, they chew opium, to the total fubverfion 
not only of their underftanding but their health. 

The arrack that is made here, is too well known to need a 
defcription: befides which, the palm yields a wine of the 
fame kind with that which has already been defcribed in the 
account of the iiland of Savu; it is procured from the fame 
tree, in the fame manner, and is fold in three fl:ates. The 
fir11:, in which it is called TU{lC 1iZ{lJlije, differs little from that 
in which it comes frOln the tree; yet even this has received 
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fome preparation altogether unknown to us, in confequence 
of which it will keep eight and forty hours, though other .. 
wife it would fpoil in twelve: in this flate it has an agreeable 
fweetnefs, and will not intoxicate. In the other two flates it 
has undergone a fermentation, and received an infufion of cer
tain herbs and roots, by which it lofes its fw~etnefs, and ac
quires a tafle very auflere and difagreeable. In one of thefe 
flates it is called Tuac eras, and in the other 'I'uac cuning, but 
the fpecific difference I do not know; in both, however, it 
intoxicates very powerfully. A liquor called Tuac is alfo 
made from the cocoa-nut tree, but this is ufed chiefly to put 
into the arrack, for in that which is good it is an. eifential in .. 
gredient. 

G HAP. 
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C H A P.XIV. 

Some Account of the Inhabitants of Batavia, and the ad
jacent Country,.; their Manners, CuJloms, and Manner 

of Life· 

T HE~ town of Batavia;) although; as I have alreadyob
, ferved~ it is the capital of the Dutch dominions in India, 

is fa far from being peopled with Dutchmen,. that not one 
fifthpart, even of, the European inhabitants of the town, and, 
its environs, are natives of Holland, or of Dutch extraction,: 
the greater-part are ~ortuguefe, and befides Europeans, there' 
are Indians of various nations, and Chine fe, befides a great, 
number of negro :!laves. In the troops, there are natives of' 
almoR every country in Europe, but the Germans are more~ 
than all the refl: put together; there are fame Engliih and, 
French, but the Dutch, though other Europeans are per-
mitted to get money here, keep all the power in· their own i 
hands, and confequently poifefs' all public employments. No.; 
man, of whatever nation, can come hither to fettle, _ in any, 
other character than that of a foldier in the Company's fer-, 
vice, in which, before they are accepted, they muft covenant' 
to remain five years. As foon however as this· form has; 
been complied with, they are allowed, upon application to.: 
the council, to abfent themfelves from their. corps, and enter<' 
immediately into any branch of trade, which their money,' 
or credit will enable then1 to carryon; and by this means it;: 
is that all the white inhabitants of the place are foldiel's .. 

Women, however, of all nations, are permitted to fettle
here, without coming under any reftrit1ions; -yet we were 
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told that there were not, when we were at Batavia, twenty 
women in the place that were born in Europe, but that the 
white women, who were by no means fcarce, were defcen~ 
dants from European parents of the third or fourth genera
tion, the gleanings of many families who had fucceffively 
come hither, and in the male line become extinct:; for it is 
certain that, whatever be the caRfe, this climate is not fo 
fatal to the ladies as to the other fex. 

Thefe women imitate the Indians in every particular; their 
drefs is made of the fame materials, their hair is worn in the 
fame manner, and they are equally en:llaved by the habit of 
.chewing betel. 

The merchants carryon their bufinefs here with Iefs 
trouble perhaps than in any other part of the world: every 
manufaCture is Inanaged by the 'Chine fe, who fell the pro
duce of their labour to the merchant, refident here, for they 
are permitted to fell it to no one elfe; fo that when a fhip comes 
in, and befpeaks perhaps, a hundred leagers of arrack, or 
any quantity of other commodities, the merchant has no
thing to do but to fend orders to his Chinefe to fee them de
livered on board.: he ob~ys the command, brings a receipt 
.figned by the mailer of the fhi p for the goods to his em ployer, 
who receives the money, and having dedlltte.d his profit, 
pays xhe Chinefe his demand. \¥ith goods that are im
ported, however, the merchant has a little 1110re trouble, for 
thefe he muft. examine, receive, and lay up in his warehoufe, 
.according to the praCtice of other countries. 

The Portuguefe are caned by the narives Orariferane, or 
Nazareen Inen, (Oran; being Man in the language ,of the 
.country,) .to difting:uifh them from other Europeans; yet they 
,are included in the general appellation of Caper, or Cajir, an 
.op,probriolls term, applied by Mahometans to all who do not 

profefs 
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profers their faith. Thefe people, however, are Portuguefe 
only in name; they have renounced the religion of Rome, 
and become Lutherans: nei£her have they the Ieaft co·mmu
nication with the country of their forefathers,. or even know .. 
lege of it: they fpeak indeed a corrupt dialeCt of the Portu
guefe language, but much more frequently ufe the Malay: 
they are never fuffered to employ themfelves in any but 
mean occupations: many of them live by hunting, many 
by waihing linen, and fome are handicraftfmen and ani,.. 
ficers. They have a.dopted all the cufloms of the Indians,. 
from whom they are diftinguiihed chiefly by their features 
and complexion, their frin being confiderably darker, and 
their nofes more :!harp; their drefs is exaCtly the fame, ex ... 
cept in the manner of wearing their hair .. 

The Indians, who are mixed with the Dutch and Portu
guefe in the town of Batavia" and the country adjacent, are 
not, as might be fuppofed, JavaneEe, the original natives of 
the iiIand, but natives of the various iilands from which the 
Dutch import :llaves, and are either fuch as have themfelves. 
been manumized, or the defcendants of thofe who formerly 
received manumifiion; and they are all comprehended 
under the general name of Orariflam, or !falam, fignifying. Be-· 

lievers of the true Faith. The natives of every country, 
however, in other refpecrs keep themfeIves diftinCt from the 
refi, and are not lefs f1:rongly marked than the ilaves by the 
vices or virtues of their. refpe"l.9:ive nations., Many of thefe 
employ themfelves in the cultivation of gard'ens, and in 
felling fruit and flowers. The betd and areca, which are
here called Siri and Pinang, and chewed by both fexes and. 
~very rank in amazing quantities, are all grown by thefe 
lndia:ns: lime is alfo mixed with thef€ roots here as it is in, 
Savu, but it ·is lefs pernicious to the teeth, becaufe it is fir:ft 
flaked, and, befides the lime, a fubftance called gambii"~, 
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which is brought from the cDntinent of India; the better fort 
of women alfo add cardamum, and many other aromatics, 
lto give the breath an agreeable fmell. Some of the Indians, 
however, are employed in fii11.ing, and as lightermen, to 
carry goods frOlu place to place by water; and fon1.e are 
rich, and live with much of the fplendouT of their country, 
which chiefly confifts in the nUlnber of their flaves. 

In the article of food thefe Ifalams are remarkably tenl
perate: it confifts chiefly of boiled rice, with a fmall propor
tion of buffalo, fiili, or fowl, and fometimes of dried fiih, 
and dried flu'imps, which are brought hither from China; 
,every difh, however, is highly feafoned with Ca yan pepper, 
and they have many kinds of paftry Inade of rice flower, 
and other things to which I am a {hanger; they eat alfo a 
great deal of fruit, particularly plantanes. 

But notwithfianding their general temperance, their feafis 
are plentiful, and, according to their manner, magnificent. 
As they are Mahometans, wine and {hong liquors profeifedly 
make no part of their entertainlnent, neither do they often 
.indulge with them privately, contenting themfelves with 
their betel and opium. 

The principal folemnity among them is a wedding, upon 
which occafion both the families borrow as many ornaments 
of gold and filver as they can, to adorn the bride and bride
groom, fo that their dreifes are very fhowy and magnificent. 
The feafl:s that are given upon thefe occafions among the rich, 
!aft fometimes a fortnight, and fometimes longer; and 
during this time, the man, although married on the firft 
day, is, by the women, kept from his wife. 

The language that is fpoken among all the£e people, from 
what place foever they originally caIne, is the Malay; at 

• leaft it is a language fo called, and probably it is a very 
corrupt 
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corrupt dialect of that fpoken at Malacca. Every little iiland 
indeed has a language of its own, and Java has two or three. 
but this lingua franca is the only language that is now fpoken 
here, and, as I am told, it prevails over a great part of the 
Eaft Indies. A dictionary of Malay and Englifh was pub .. 
liilled in London by Thomas Bowrey, in the year 17°1, 

Their women wear as much hair as can grow upon the 
head, and to increafe the quantity, they ufe oils, and other 
preparations of various kinds. Of this ornament Nature has 
been very liberal; it is univerfally black, and is formed into 
a kind of circular wreath upon the top of the head, where it 
is faftep.ed with a bodkin,· in a tafl:e which we thought inex
preffibly elegant: the wreath of hair is furrounded by an
other of flowers, in which the Arabian j eifamine is bea uti full y 
intermixed with the golden ftars of the BangeI' Tal1jong. 

Both [exes conftantly bathe themfelves in the river at leaft 
once a day, a practice which, in this hot country, is equally 
neceifary both to perfonal delicacy and health. The teeth of 
thefe people alfo, whatever they may fuffer in their co ... 
lour by chewing beetle, are an object of great attention: 
the ends of them, both in the upper and under jaw, are 
rubbed with a kind of whetftone, by a very troublefome and 
painful operation, till they are perfectly even and flat, fo 
that they cannot lofe lefs than half a line in their length. 
A deep grove is then made crofs the teeth of the upper jaw, 
parallel with the gums, and in the middle between them and 
the extremity of the teeth; the depth of this groove is at 
leaft equal to one-fourth of the thicknefs of the teeth, fo 
that it penetrates far beyond what is called the enamel, the 
leaft injury to which, according to the dentifl:s of Europe, i); 
fatal; yet among thefe people, where the prac9:ice of thus 
wounding the enamel is univerfal, we never faw a rotten 
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tooth; nor is the blacknefs a fiain, but a covering, which 
111ay be waihed off at pleafure, and the teeth then appear as 
white as ivory, which however is not an excellence in the 
eflimation of the belles and beaus of thefe nations. 

Thefe are the people among whom the praCtice that is 
called a mock, or running a muck, has prevailed for time im· 
memorial. It is well known, that to run a muck in the 
original fenfe of the word, is to get intoxicated with opium, 
and then rufl.1. into the fireet with a drawn weapon, and kill 
whoever comes in the way, till the party is himfelf either 
killed or taken prifoner; of this feveral infiances happened 
while we were at Batavia, and one of the officers, whofe bu
finefs it is, among other things, to apprehend fuch people, 
told us, that there was fcarcely a week in whkh he, or fome 
of his brethren, were not called upon to take one of them 
into cuftody. In one of the inftances that came to ~ur know
lege, the party had been feverely injured by the perfidy of 
women, and was mad with jealoufy before he made himfeIf 
drunk with opium; and we were told, that the Indian who 
runs a muck is al ways firfl: driven to defperation by fome out .. 
rage, and always firfl: revenges himfelf upon thofe who have 
done him wrong: we were alfo told, that though thefe un
happy wretches afterwards run into the fireet with a weapon 
in their hand, frantic and foaming at the mouth, yet they 
never kill any but thofe who attempt to apprehend them, or 
thofe whom they fufpeCt of fuch an intention, and that who
ever gives theln way is fafe. They are generally Daves, who 
indeed are moft fubjeCt to infults, and Ieaft able to obtain 
legal redrefs: freemen, however, are fometimes provoked 
into this extravagance, and one of the perfons who run a 
muck while we were at Batavia, was free and in eafy circum
fiances. He was jealous of his own brother, whom he firft 
killed, and afterwards two others, who attempted to oppofe 
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him: he did not, -however, come out of his houfe, but en
deavoured to defend himfelf in it, though the OpiUlll had fo 
far deprived him of his fenfes, that of three muikets, which 
he attempted to ufe againft the officers' of juftice, not one 
was either loaded or primed. If the officer takes one of 
thefe amocks, or mohawks, as they have been called by an 
eary corruption, alive, his reward is very confiderable, but 
if he kills them, nothing is added to his ufual pay; yet 
fuch is the fury of their defperation, that three out of four 
are of neceffity defiroyed in the attempt to fecure them, 
though the officers are provided with infl:ruments like large 
tongs, or pincers, to lay hold of them without coming with~ 
in the reach of their weapon. Thofe who happen to be 
taken alive are generally wounded, but they are always 
broken alive upon the wheel, and if the phyfician who is ap~ 
pointed to examine their wounds, thinks them likely to be 
mortal, the puniihment is infliCted immediately, and the 
place of execution is generally the [pot where the firft mur
der was committed. 

Among thefe people, there are many abfurd practices and 
opinions which they derive fr0111 their Pagan anceftors: they 
believe that the devil, whom they call Satan, is the caufe of 
all ficknefs and adverfity, and for this reafon, when they 
are lick, or in diftrefs, they confecrate meat, money, and 
other things to him as a propitiation. If anyone among 
them is refl:lefs, and dreams for two or three nights fuccef
fively, he concludes that Satan has taken that method of 
laying his commands upon him, which if he neglects to 
fulfil, he will certainly fuffer ficknefs or death, though they 
are not revealed with fufficient perfpicuity to afcertain their 
meaning: to interpret his dream, therefore, he taxes his 
wits to the uttermofl:, and if, by taking it literally or figu
ratively, directly or by contraries, he can put no explanation 
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upon it that perfectly fatisfies him, Ile has recourfe to the 
cawin or prieft, who affifts him with a comment and illuf
trations, and perfectly reveals the myilerious fuggeftions of 
the night. It generally appears that the devil wants victuals 
or money, which are always allotted him, and being placed 
on a little plate of cocoa-nut leaves, are hung upon the 
branch of a tree near the river, fa that it feerns not to be the 
opiniori of thefe people, that in prowling the earth the devil 
G, walketh through dry places." Mr. Banks once afked, 
whether they thought Satan fpent the money, or eat the vic
tuals; he was anfwered, that as to the money it was con~ 
fidered rather as a mulCt upon an offender, than a gift to him 
who had enjoined it, and that therefore if it was devoted by 
the dreamer, it mattered not into whofe hands it came, and 
they fuppofed that it was generally the prize of fome ftranger 
who wandered that way; but as to the meat they were 
dearly of opinion that, although the devil did not eat the 
grofs parts, yet, by bringing his Inouth near it, he fucked 
out all its favour without changing its pofition, fa that after~ 
wards it was as taftelefs as water. 

But they have another fuperflitious opinion that is fiill 
more unaccountable. They believe that women, when they 
are delivered of children, are frequently at the fame time 
delivered of a young crocodile, as a twin to ~he infant: they 
believe that thefe creatures are received moil: carefully by 
the ll1idwife, and immediately carried down to the river, 
and put into the water, The family in which fuch a. birth is 
fuppofed to have happened, conftantly put victuals into the 
:river for their amphibious relation, and efpecially the twin, 
who, as long as he lives, goes down to the river at flated 
feafons, to fulfil this .fraternal duty, for the neglect of 
which it is the univerfal opinion that he will be vifited with 
:ficknefs or death. What could at lirft produce a notion fo 
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extravagant and abfurd, it i-s not eafy to guefs, efpeciallyas 
it [eerns to be totally unconneCt:ed with any religious myHery, 
and how a faCt which never happened, ihoul~ be pretended 
to happen every day, by thofe who cannot be deceived into 
a belief of it by appearances, nor have any apparent intereft 
in the fraud, is a problem ftill more difficult to folve. No
thing however can be more certain than the firm belief of 
this flrange abfurdity among them, for we had the concur
rent teftimouy of every Indian who was quefl:ioned about it, 
in its favour. It feems to have taken its rife in the iilands of 
Celebes and Boutou, where many of the inhabitants keep 
crocodiles in their families; but however that be, the opinion 
has [pread over all the eafiern iilands, even to Timor and 
Ceram, and wefiward as far as Java and Sumatra, where, 
however, young crocodiles are, I believe, never kept. 

Thefe crocodile twins are called Sttdm'as,. and I ihall relate 
one of the innumerable fl:ories that were told us, in proof of 
their exii1:ence, from ocular demonfl:ration. 

A young female :f1ave, who was born and bred up among' 
the Engli1h at Bencoolen, and had learnt a little of the lan
guage, told Mr. Banks that her father, when he was dying:;J' 
acquainted her that he had a crocodile for his fodara, and 
folemnly charged her to give him meat when he ihould 
be dead, telling her in what part of t~e river he 'was, 
to be found, and by what name he was to be called up. 
That in purfuance of her father's infl:nu.1ions and command, 
:the went to the river, and flanding upon the bank, called 
out Radja Pauti, white king, upon which a crocodile came 
to her out of the water, and eat from her hand the provifions 
that fue had brought him, When fhe was defired to defcribe 
this, paternal uncle, who in fo ftrange a fuape had taken up 
his dwelling in the water, ilie faid, that he was not like 
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other crocodiles, but much handfomer; that his body was 
fpotted and his nofe red; that he had bracelets of gold upon 
his feet, and earrings of the fame metal in his ears. Ml'. 
Banks heard this tale of ridiculous falfehood patiently to the 
end, and then difmiffed the girl, without reminding her, that 
a crocodile with ears was as ib-ange a monfter as a dog with 
a cloven foot. Some time after this a fervant whOln Mr .. 
Banks had hired at Batavia, and who was the fon of a Dutch. 
man by a Javanefe woman, thought fit to acquaint his maf
ter that he had feen a crocodile of the fame kind, which 
had alfo been feen by many others, both Dutchmen and 
Malays: that being very young, it was but two feet long, 
and had bracelets ofOgold upon its feet. There is no giving 
c-redit to thefe fl:ories, faid Mr. Banks, for I was told the other 
day that a crocodile had earrings; and you know that could 
not be true, becaufe crocodiles have no ears. Ah Sir, faid 
the nlan, thefe Sudara Oran are not like other crocodiles; 
they have five toes upon each foot, a large tongue that fills 
their mouth, and ears alfo, although they are indeed very 

fIn all. 

How much of what thefe people related they believed, 
-cannot be known; for there are no bounds to the credulity 
of ignorance and folly. In the girl's relation, however, there 
are fome things in which ihe could not be deceived; and 
therefore muft have been guilty of wilful falfehood. Her 
father might perhaps give her a charge to feed a crocodile, 
in confequence of his believing that it was his Sudara j but 
its coming to her out of the river, when the called it by the 
name of \Vhite -King •. and taking the food ilie had brought 
it, muft have been a fable of her own invention; for this 
being falfe, it was impoffible that :!he fhould believe it to be 
true. The girl's flory, 'however, as well as that of the man, 
is a fl:rong proof that they both firmly believed the exifl:-

ence 
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ence of crocodiles that are Sudaras to men; and the girl's 
fiction will be eafily accounted for, if we recolleCt, that the 
earneft defire which everyone feels to make others believe 
what he believes himfelf, is a {hong temptation to fupport 
it by unjuftifiable evidence. And the averring what is 
known to be falfe, in order to produce in others the belief of 
what is thought to be true, muff, upon the'moil: charitable 
principles, be imputed to many, otherwife venerable charac
ters, through whofe hands the doCtrines of Chriftianity paifed 
for many ages in their way to us, as the fource of all the 
filly fables related of the Romifh faints, many of them not 
lefs extravagant and abfurd than this fiory of the \Vhite 
King, and all of them the invention of the firft relater. 

~J 

The Bougis, Macaifars, and Boetons, are fo firmly per
fuaded that they have relations of the crocodile fpecies in. 
the rivers of their own country, that they perform a periodi
cal ceremony in remembrance of them. Large parties of 
them go out in a boat, furnifhed with great plenty of provi..,.. 
fions, and all kinds of mufic, and row backwards and for,.. 
wards, in places where crocodiles and allegators ar.e moft; 
common, tinging and weeping by turns, each invoking his 
kindred, till a crocodile appears, when the mufic inftantly 
flops, and provifions, betele, and tobacco are thrown into the 
water. By this civility to the fpecies,. they hop.e. to recom~ 

mend themfelves to their relations athome; and that it will 
be accepted inftead of offerings- immediately to themfelvesi , 

which it is not in their power to pay. 

In the next rank to the Indians frand the Chineft:\ who in 
this 'place are numerous, but poifefs very little property; 
many of them live within the walls, and keep ihops. The' 
fruit-feners of -Paifar Pifiang have been mentioned already;. 
but others have a rich fhow of European and Chinefe goods.;. 
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the far greater part however live in a quarter by themfelves~ 
without the walls, called Campang China. Many of them are 
carpenters, joiners, fmiths, taylors, flipper makers, dyers of 
cotton, and embroiderers; maintaining the character of in .. 
duftry that is univerfally given of them: and fame are fcat
tered about the country, where they cultivate gardens, fow 
rice and fugar, or keep cattle and buffaloes, whofe milk they 
bring daily to town. 

There is nothing clean or dirty, honefl: or difhonefl:, pro ... 
vided there is not too much danger of a halter, that the Chi
l.1e[e will not readily do for money. But though they work 
with great diligence, and patiently undergo any degree of 
labour; yet no fooner have they laid down their tools than 
they begin to game, either at cards or dice, orfome other play 
among the multitude that they have invented, which are al. 
together unknown in Europe: to this they apply with fuch 
eagerne[s, as fcarcely to allow time for the necelfary refreih
ments of food and fleep; fa that it as rare to fee a Chinefe 
idle, as it is to fee a Dutchman or an Indian employed. 

In Inanners they are always civil, or rather obfequious; 
and in drefs they are remarkably neat and clean, to what
ever rank of life they belong. I fhall not attempt a defcrip
tion either of their perfons or habits, for the better kind of 
China paper, which is now common in England, exhibits a 
perfeCt reprefentation of both, though perhaps with fame 
flight exaggerations approaching towards the caricatura. 

In eating they are eafily fatisfied, though the few that are 
rich have many favory dillies. Rice, with a fmall propor
tion of fIeth or fiih, is the food of the poor; and they have 
greatly the advantage of the Mahometan Indians, whofe re
ligion forbids them to eat of many things which they could 
moil: eaiily procure. The Chinefe, on the contrary, being 

under 
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under no rellraint, eat, befides pork) dogs, cats, frogs, lizards, 
ferpents of many kinds, and a great variety of fea animals, 
which the other inhabitants of this country do not confider 
as food: they eat alfo many vegetables, w1).ich an European, 
except he was periihing with hunger, would never touch .. 

The Chinefe have a fingular fuperftition with regard to 
the burial of their dead; for they will upon no occafion open 
the ground a fecond time, where a body has been interred. 
Their burying grounds, therefore, in the neighbourhood of 
Batavia, cover many hundred acres, and the Dutch, grudging 
the wafl:e of fa much land, will not fell any for this purpofe 
but at the moft exorbitant price. The Chinefe, however, 
contrive to raife the purchafe money, and afford another in
fiance of the folly and weaknefs of human nature, in tranf
ferring a regard for the living to the dead, and making that 
the obje<..'1: of folicitude and expence, which cannot receive 
the leaft benefit from either. Under the influence of this 
univerfal prejudice, they take an UnCODUTIOn method to pre
ferve the body intire, and prevent the remains of it fronl 
being mixed with the earth that furrounds it. They indofe 
it in a large thick coffin of wood, not made of planks joined 
together, but hollowed out of the folid timber like a canoe; 
this being covered, and let down into the grave, is furrounded: 
wid~ a coat of their mortar, called Chinam, about eight or 
ten inches thick, which in a iliort time becomes as hard as 
a fione. The relations of the deceafed attend the funeral' 
ceremony,- with a confiderable number of women that are 
hir,ed to weep: it might reafonably be fuppofed' that the 
hired appearance of forrow could no more flatter the living 
than benefit the dead; yet the appearance of forrow is· 
known to be hired among people much more reflec1:ivc 
and enlightened than the Chinefe. In BataviaJ the law rc ~ 
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quires that every man ihould be buried according to his 
rank, which is in no cafe difpenfed with; fo that if the de
ceafed has not left fufflcient to pay his debts, an officer takes 
an inventory of what was in his poifeffion when he died, and 
out of the produce buries him in the luanner prefcribed, 
leaving only the overplus to his creditors. Thus in many 
inftances are the living facrificed to the dead, and money 
that mould difcharge a debt, or feed an orphan, laviihed In 
idle procefIions, or depofited in the earth to rot. 

Another nUlnerous clafs among the inhabitants of this 
country is the Haves; for by :flaves the Dutch, Portuguefe, 
anel Indians, however different in their rank or fituation, 
are conftantly attended: they are purchafed from Sumatra, 
Malacca, and ahnoft aU the eaftern iilands. The natives of 
Java, very few of whom, as I have before obferved, live in 
the neigl1bourhood of Batavia, have an exemption from ila .. 
very under the fanCtion of very fevere penal laws, which I 
believe are feldom violated. The price of thefe ilaves is from 
ten to twenty pounds fl:erling; but girls, if they have beauty, 
fometimes fetch a hundred. They are a very lazy fet of 
people; but as they will do but little work, they are content 
with. a little viCtuals, fubfifting altogether upon boiled rice, 
and a fmall quantity of the cheapeft ££11. As they are na .. 
tives of different countries? they differ from each other ex
tremely, both in perf on and difpofition. The African negroes, 
called here Papua, are the worH, and confequently may be 
purchafcd for the leaf!:. money: they are all thieves, and all 
incorrigible. Next to thefe are the Bougis and Macaifars, 
both. from the Wand of Celebes; there are lazy in the high
eft degree, and though not fo much addiCted to theft as the 
negroes, have a cruel and vindictive fpirit, which renders 
them extremely dangerous; cfpecially as, to gratify their 
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refentment, they will make ho fcru pIe of facrificing life. 
The heft flaves, and confequently the deareft, are procured 
from the ifland of Bali: the moa beautiful women from 
Nias, a fmall Wand on the coait of Sumatra; but they are 
of a tender and delicate conftitution, and foon fall a facrifice 
to the unwholefome air of Batavia. Befides thefe, there are 
Malays, and flaves of feveral other deno'minations, whofe' 
particular charaCteriftics I do not remember. 

Thefe flaves are wholly in the power of their mafters with, 
refpett to any puniihment that does not take away life; but 
if a ilave dies in confequence of punifhment, though his 
death ihould not appear to have been intended, the Inafier 
is called to a fevere account, and he is generally condemned 
to fuffer capitally. For this reafon the mafier feldom inflicts 
puniihment' upon the fiave himfelf, but applies to an officer' 
called a Marineu, one of whonl is ftationed in every difiricr. 
The duty of the Marineu is to quell riots, and take offenders 
into cuftody; but more particularly to apprehend runaway 
fiaves, and puniih thenl for fuch crimes as the mafier, fup
ported by proper evidence, lays to their charge: the punifi1.
ment however i,s not infliCted by the Marineu in perfon, but 
by 1laves who are bred up to the bufinefs. Men are punifhed: 
publicly, before the doorof their mafl:er~s houfe; but women 
within it. The punia1.ment is by ftripes, the number being 
proportioned to the offence; and they are given with rods 
TI1.ade of rattans, which are fplit into ilender twigs for the. 
purpofe, and fetch blood at every firoke. A common pu-, 
niih.ment cofts the mailer a rixdollar, and a fevere one a du
catoOll, about 1ix ihillings and eight pence. The mafler is 
alfo obliged to allow the ilave three dubbelcheys, equal to· 

about feven pence half-penny a week, as an encouragement, 
and to prevent his being under temptations to flea! toO ihong 
to be refilled. 

Concerning' 
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Concerning the governll1ent of this place I can fay but 
little. We obferved however a remarkable fubordination 
among the people. Every man who is able to keep houfe 
has a certain fpecific rank acquired by the length of his fer
vices to the conlpany; the different ranks which are thus 
acquired are diflinguifhed by -the ornaments of the coaches 
and the dreiI"es of the coachnlen : fome are obliged to ride in 
plain coaches, fome are allowed to paint them in _different 
manners and degrees, and fome to gild them. ,The coach
In an alfo appears in clothes that are quite plain, or more or 
!efs adorned with lace. ' 

The officer who prefides here has the title of Governor 
General of the Indies, and the Dutch Governors of all the 
other fettlements are fubordinate to him, and obliged to re
pair to B~tavia that he may pafs their accounts. If they ap
pear to have been criminal, or even negligent, he puniihes 
rheIn by delay, and detains them during pleafure, fome
times one year, fometimes two years, and fometilues three; 
for they cannot quit the place till he gives them a difmifiion. 
N ext to the Governor are the members of the council, called 
here Edele J-Ieere1l, and by the corruption of the Engliili, Ido

leers. Thefe Idoleers take upon them fo much flate that 
whoever meets them in a carriage, is expected to rife up and 
bow, then to drive on one fide of the road, and there flop till 
they are paft: the fame hOlllage is required alfo to their 
wives and even their children; and it is commonly paid them 
by the inhabitants. But fome of our Captains have thought 
10 ilaviili. a mark of refpect beneath the dignity which they 
derived from the fervice of his Britannic Majefty, and have 
refufed to pay it; yet, if they were in a hired carriage, no
thing could deter the coachman from honouring the Dutch 
Grandee at their expenee, but the moft peremptory menace 
,~f immediate death. 

Juflice 
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JuR:ice is adminiftered here by a body of lawyers'; who 
have ranks of diftinCtion among themfelves~ Concerning 
their proceedings in queftions of property, I know nothing; 
but their decifions in criminal cafes [eem to be fevere with 
refpeCt to the natives, and lenient with refpeCl: to their own 
people, in a criminal degree. A Chriftian always is in
dulged with an opportunity of efcaping before he is brought 
to a trial, whatever may have been his offence; and if he is 
brought to a trial and conviCted, he is feldom puniihed with 
death: while the poor Indians on the contrary are hanged, 
and broken upon the wheel, and even impaled alive with
out mercy. 

The Malays and Chinefe have judicial officers of their 
own, under the denominations of Captains and Lieutenants, 
who determine in civil cafes, fubject to an appeal to the 
Dutch court. 

The taxes paid by thefe people to the Company are very 
confiderable; and that which is exacted of them for liberty 
to wear their hair, is by no means the leaR:. They are paid 
monthly, and to fave the trouble and charge of coUetting 
them, a flag is hoifted upon the top of a houfe in the middle 
of the town when a payment is due, and the Chinefe have 
experienced that it is their intereft to repair thither with 
their money without delay. 

The money current here confifl:s of ducats, worth a hun
dred and thirty-two ftivers; ducatoons, eighty fHvers ; im= 
perial rixdollars, fixty; rupees of Batavia, thirty; fchellings, 
fix; double cheys, two flivers and a half; and doits, one 
fourth of a ftiver. Spaniih dollars, when we were here, were 
at five fhillings and five pence; and we vvere told, that they 
were never lower than five fllillings and four pence, even at 
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the Company's warehoufe. For Englifh guineas we could 
never get more than nineteen ihillings upon an average; 
for though the Chinefe would give twenty ihillings for forne 
of the brighteft, they would give no more than feventeen 
fhillings for thofe that were much worn. 

It may perhaps be of fome agvantage to :Changers t,o be 
told that there are two kinds of coin here, of the fame de
nomination, milled and unmilled, and that the milled is of 
moR: value. A milled ducatoon is worth eighty flivers; but 
an unmilled ducatoon is worth no more than feventy-two. 
All accounts are kept in rixdollars and fiivers, which, here at 
leaft, are mere nominal coins", like our pound frerling. The 
l"ixdollar is equal to forty-eight ftivers, about four 1hillings 
and fix pence EngIifh currency. 

CHAP~ 
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C HAP. xv. 

Tbe P affage from Batavia to tbe Cape of Good Hop z : 
Some Account of Prince's IJland and its InhabitalZi'J') alzri 

a comparative View oj their Language with the 'Maley 

and Javanefe. 

ON Thu.rfday the 2?th of De~ember, at fix o'clock in the De~~Zl~~;" 
:r;nornIng, we weIghed agaIn and flood out to fea. Af- I...--v--...I 

rer much delay by contrary winds, we weathered Pulo Pare Thurfday 27-

on the 29th, and froodin for the main; foon after we fetched 
a fmall iiland under the main, in the midway between Ba~ 

,ravia and Bantam, called Maneater's Ifland. , The next day, 
we weathered firfl: Wapping Hland, and then Pulo Babi. On 
the 3 I f1:, we flood over to the Sumatra ihore; and on the 
morning of New Year's day, 1771, we frood over for the Java 
iliore. . 

We continued, our courfe as the wind permitted us till 
three o'clock in the afternoon of the 5th, when we anchored 
under the fouth eafl: fide of Prince's Hland in eighteen fa
thonl, in order to recruit our wood and water, and procure 
refrefhments for the fick, many of whOln were now become 
much worfe than they were when we left Batavia. As {oon 
as the {hip was fecured, I went afhore) accompanied by Mr. 
Banks and Dr. Solander, and we were met upon the beach by 
fome Indians who carried us immediately to a man, who~ 
they [aid, was their King. After we had exchanged a few 
compliments with his Majefiy, we proceeded to bufinefs; but 
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in fettling the price of turtle we could not agree: this how
ever did not difcourage us, as we made no doubt but that 
we fhould buy them at our own price in the morning. As 

foon as we parted, the Indians difperfed, and we proceeded 
along the !hore in fearch of a watering-place. In this we 
were more fuccefsful; we found water very conveniently 
fituated, and, if a little care was taken in filling it, we had 
rea fan to believe that it would prove good. Juft as we 
were going off, fame Indians, who remained with a canoe 
upon the beach, fold us three turtle; but exacted a promife 
of us that we :lhould not tell the "King. 

The next morning, while a party was employed in filling 
water, we renewed our traffic for turtle: at tirft, the In-

. dians dropped their demands flowly, but about noon, they 
agreed to take the price that we offered, fo that before night 
we had turtle in plenty: the three that we had purchafed 
t1)e evening before, were in. the mean time ferved to the 
ihip's company, who, till the day before, had not once been 
ferved with faIt provifions fr0m the tlIne or our arrival at 
Savu, w~ich was now near four months. In the evening~ 
Mr. Banks went to pay his refpecrs to the King, at his palace, 
in the middle of a rice field" and though his Majdly was 
bufily employed in dreffing his own fupper, he received the 
ftranger very gracioufi y.' 

The next day, the natives caIl1e clown to the trading-place, 
with fowls, fi:fh, monkies, fmall deer, and forne vegetables, 
but no turtle, for they faid that we had bought them all the 
day before" The next day, however, more turtle appeared 
at market, a:n:d fome were' brought down every dayafter
wards" during our ftay, though the whole, together, was: 
not equal to the quantity that we bought the day after our 
arrival. 

On 
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_ On the 11th, Mr. Banks having learnt from the fervant 
whom he had hired at Batavia, that the Indians of this iIland 
had a town upon the !hore, at fome diftance to the weftward, 
he determined to fee it: with this view he fet out in the 
morning, accompanied by the Second Lieutenant, and as he 
had fome reafon to think that his vifit would not be agree
able to the inhabitants, he told the people whom he met, as 
he was advancing along the !hare, that he was in fearch of 
plants, which indeed was alfo true. In about two hours 
they arrived at a place where there were four or five houfes. 
and meeting with an old man, they ventured to make fome 
enquiries concerning the town. He [aid that it was far 
diftant; but they were not to be difcouraged in their enter
prife, and he, feeing them proceed in their journey, joined 
company and went on with them. He attempted feveraI 
times to lead them out of the way, but without fuccefs; and 
at length they came within fight of the houfes. The old man 
then entered cordially into their party, and conduCted them 
into the town. The name of it is Samadang, it confifts of 
about four hundred houfes, and is divided by a river of 
brackifh water into two parts, one of which is called the old 
town and the other the new. As foon as they entered the 
old town, they met feveral Indians whom they had feen at 
the trading-place, and one of theln undertook to carry them 
over to the new town, at the rate of two pence a head. Whetl 
the bargain was made, two very fmall canoes were pro
duced, in which they embarked; the canoes being placed 
alongfide of each other, and held together, a precaution which 
was abfolutely neceifary to prevent their overfettihg, the 
navigation was at length fafely performed, though not with
out fame difficulty; and when they landed in the new town, 
.the people received theln with great friendihip, and thowed 
them the houfes of their Kings and principal people, which. 
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are in this difidCl:: few of them however were open, for
at this time the people had taken up their refidence in the 
rice-grounds, to defend the crop againfi the birds and mon-
kies, by which it would otherwife have been defiroyed. 
When their curiofity was fatisfied, they hired a large failing 
boat for two roupees, four ihillings, which brought them 
back to the ihip time enough to dine upon one of the fmaU· 
deer, weighing only forty pounds, which had been bought 
the day before, and proved to be very good and favory meat. 

We went on ihote in the evening, to fee how the people who 
.. were employed in wooding and watering went OD, and were 

informed that an ax had been ftolen. As the pailing over 
this fault might encourage the commiilion of others of the 
fame kind, application was immediately made to the King, 
who after fomealtercation promifed that the ax fhould be 

Saturday X2. reftored in. the morning; and kept his word, for it was· 
brought to us by a man who pretended that the thief, being, 
afraid of a difcovery, had privately brought it and left it at 
his houfe in the night. 

We continued to purchafc between two and three hundred 
weight of turtle in a day, befides fowls and other neceifaries; 

Sunday 13. and in the evening of the J 3th, having nearly completed 
our wood and water, Mr. Banks went aihore to take leave 
of his MajeHy, to whom he had made feveral trifling P!1e_ 
fems, and at parting gave him two quires of paper, which 
he graciouily received. They had much converfation, in the 
courfe of which his l\1ajeHy enquired, why tQe Englifh did 
not touch there as 'they had been ufed to do. Mr. Banks 
replied, that he fuppofed it was becaufe they found a defi
ciency of turtle, of which there not being enough to fupply 
one fhip, many could not be expec'ted. To fupply this de
fcc'!:, he advifed his Majefty to breed cattle, buffaloes, and 

:Cheep, 
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iheep, a meafure which he did not [eem much inclined to 
adopt. 

On the 14th we made ready to fail, having on board a 
good frock of refrefhments, which we purchafed of the na~ 
tives, confifiing of turtle, fowl, fifh, two fpecies of deer, 
one as big as a fheep, the other not larger than a rabbit; 
with cocoa-nuts, plantains, limes, and other vegetables. The 
deer however ferved only for prefent ufe, for we could fel~ 
dam keep one of them alive more than four and twenty 
hours after it was on board. ,On our part, the trade was 
carried on chiefly with Spanifh dollars, the natives feeming 
to fet little value upon any thing eIfe; fa that our people, 
who _ had a general permiffion to trade, parted with old 
fuirts and other articles, which they were obliged to fubfii
tute for money to great difadvantage. In the' morning of 
the 15th, we weighed, with a light breeze at N. E. and fiood 
out to fea. Java Head, from which I took my departure, 
lies in latitude 6° 49' S., longitude 253 0 

12' \V. 

Prince's Hland, where we lay about ten days, is, in the 
Malay language, called Pula Selan; and in the language of 
the inhabitants, Pula Palleitan. It is a fmall iiland, fituated in 
the wefiern mouth of the Streight of Sundae It is woody, 
and a very fmall part of it only has been cleared: there is 
no remarkable 'hill upon it, yet the Englifh call the fmall 
,eminence which is juft over the landing-place the Pike. It 
was formerly much frequented by the India ihips of many 
nations, but efpecially thofe of England, which of late have 
forfaken it, as it is [aid, becaufe the water is bad; and touch 
either at North Iiland, a fmall iiland that lies on the coafr of 
Sumatra, without the eafi entrance of the Streight, or at 
New Bay, which lies only a few leagues from Prince's 
Eiland, at neither of which places any confiderable quantity 
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of other refreiliments can be procured. Prince's Iiland is, 
upon the whole, certainly more eligible than either of them; 
and though the water is brackifh, if it is filled at the lower 
part of the brook, yet higher up it will be found excellent. 

The lidl andfecond, and perhaps the third !hip that comes 
in the feafon may be tolerably fupplied with turtle; but thofe 
that come afterwards muft be content with fmall ones. Thofe 
that we bought were of the green kind, and at an average coft 
us about a half-penny or three farthings a pound. We were 
much difappointed to find them neither fat nor well fla· 
voured; and we imputed it to their having been long kept 
in crawls or pens of brackifh water, without food. The 
fowls are large, and we bought a dozen of them for a Spa
nifh dollar, which is about five pence a piece: the [mall 
deer coft us two pence a piece, and the larger, of which two 
only were brought down, a rupee. Many kinds of:fi:ih are 
to be had here, which the natives fell by hand, and we found 
them tolerably cheap. Cocoa-nuts we bought at the rate of 
a hundred for a dollar, if they were picked; and if they 
were taken promifcuoully, one hundred and thirty. Plan .. 
tains we found in great plenty; we procured alfo fame pine 
apples, water melons, jaccas, and pumpkins; be:tides rice, 
the greater part of which was of the mountain kind, that 
grows in dry land; yams, and feveral other vegetables, at a 
very reafonable rate. 

The inhabitants are Javanefe, whofe Raja is {abjeCt to the 
Sultan of Bantam. Their cuftoms are very fimilar to thofe 
of the Indians about Batavia; but they feem to be more 
jealous of their women, for we never faw any of them during 
all the time that we were there, except one by chance in the 
woods, as !he was running a wa y to hideherfelf. They pro
fefs the Mahometanreligion, but I believe there is not a. 

2, mofque 



R 0 U N D THE W 0 R L D. 

morque in the whole iiland: we were among them during 
the faft, which the Turks call Ramadan, which the'y feemed 
to keep with great rigour, for not one of them would touch 
a morfe! of victuals, or even chew their betel till fun-fete 

Their food is nearly the fame as that of the Batavian In
dians, except the addition of the nuts of the palm, called 
Gycas circinalis, with which, upon the coaft of New Hollan~, 
fome of our people were made fick, and fome of our hogs 
poifoned. 

Upon obferving there nuts to be part of their food, we en
quired by what means they deprived them of their deleterious 
quality; and they told us, that they firft cut then~ into thin 
flices, and dried them in the fun, then fteeped them in frefh 
water for three months, and afterwards, preffing out the 
water, dried them in the fun a fecond titpe; but we learnt 
that, after all, they are eaten only in times of fcarcity, when 
they mix thein with their rice to Inake it go farther. 

The houfes of their town are built upon piles, or pil1ars~ 
four or five feet above the ground: upon thefe is laid a floor 
of bamboo canes, which are placed at fome diftance from 
each other, fo as to leave a free paffage for the air from be
low: the walls alfo are of bamboo, which are interwoven" 
hurdlewife, with fmall fricks, that are faftened perpen~ 
dicularly to the beams which form the frame of the build
ing: it has a floping roof, which is fo well thatched with 
pahn leaves, that neither the fun nor the rain can find en
trance. The ground over which this building is ereCted, is, 
an oblong fquare. In the middle of one fide is the door,.. 
and in the middle between that and the end of the houfe, 
towards' the left hand, is a window: a partition runs out 
from each end towards the middle, which, if continued,. 
would divide the whole floor into two equal parts, longitu-

dinally, 
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177£· ;.dinally, but they do nOLmeetin the middle, {othat an opene 

January... • • 
'-v-' :lng IS left ov;er-agaloft the door ; each end of the houfe 

therefore, 1:0 the .right and left of the door, is divided into 
1!WO .rooms, like ftallsin .aRable, an open t0wards the paf
·fa,ge .from the door to the wall on the .oppofitefide: in that 
. next ,the ,door, .to the left hand, the ·children Heep.; that op
:,pofite to it, on. the right hand, is a1'lotted to ftrangers; the 
mafier .and his wife lleep in the inner room on the left hand, 

.and that oppofite to it is the kitchen. There is no difference 
between the houfes of the poor and the rich, :but in the fize; 
-except that the royal palace, and the houfe·of a man, -whofe 
nam.e .is ,GUlldal1,g, the next in· riches and influence to the 
'King, is walled with boards inftead of being wattled with 
nicks andbarriboo . 

. As the :people are obliged to abandon the town,and live 
in~the;rice-fields at certain feafons, to feeure their crops from 
,the birds and the monkies, they hav.e occafional houfes there 
for their accommodation. They are exactly the fame as the 
110ufes in the town, except that they are fm.aller, and are 
.elevatede'ight or ten feet above the ground infiead of four .. 

'The difpofition of the people, as far as we could di:C
cover it, is good. They dealt with us very honeftly, except, 
like all other Indians, and the itinerant retailers of fi:ih in 
London, they aiked fometilnes twice, and fometimes< thrice 
as much for their commodities as they would take. As what 
they brought to 'market, .belonged, in different proportions, 
to a confiderable number of the native-s, ,and it would have 
been difficult to ,purchafe it in feparate lots, they found out 
a very eafy expedient with which everyone was fatisfied: 
they put all that was bought of one kind, as plantains, or 
cocoa-nuts, together, and when we had agreed for ,the heqp, 
\they divided tl~e money that was paid for it, among th~fe 
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or whofe feparate property it: confifl:ed~ in a proportion cor
refponding with their contributions. Sometimes, indeed, 
rhey changed'our money, giving us 240 doits, amounting to 
five ihillings, fora Spaniih dollar, and ninety-fix, amount ... 
ing to two ihillings, for a Bengal roupee. 

I 

They aU fpeak the Malay language, though they have a 
language of their own, different both from the Malay and 
the J avanefe. Their ~ own language they call Gatta Gllnung~. 
the language of the mountains; and they fay that. it is 
fpokenupon the mountains of Java, whence their tribe ori
ginally migrated, firfl: to New Bay, and then to their prefent 
ftation, being driven from their firft fettlement by tygers», 
which they found too numerous to fubdue. I have already 
obferved, that feverallanguages are 'fpoken by the native Ja
vanefe, in different parts of their iiland; but when I Jay that. 
the language of thefe people is different from the Javanefe, I. 
mean,that it is different from the language. which is fpoken; 
at Samarang, a place that is diftant only one day's journey 
from the refidenceof the emperor of Java. The following is· 
a lift of correfponding words in. the languages of Prince's 
IiIand, Java, and Malacca. 

Englifh .. Prince's Hland;, Javanefe. Malay. 

A man, Jalma, Oong -Lanang" Or an Lacki Lacki~ . 

A woman, Becang, Oong Wadong, Param puan. 

A child,- Oroculatacke, ' Lari,: Anack .. 

The bead,. Holo, Undafs, Capalla .. _ 

The l1oJe, Erung 
" 

Erung,. Edung. 

'The, eyes; Mata, Moto, Mata. 

The ears, Chole, Cuping, Cuping .. 

The teeth, Cutock, Untu, Ghigi •. 

The belly, Beatung., Wuttong, Prot .. 

The Backjide, Serir, eelit, Pantat~' 
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Prince's Uland. Javanefe. Malay. 

'----r--J The thigh, 
'Ihc knee, 
CJ:hc leg, 

pimping, 
Hullootoor, 
Metis, 

Poopoo, Paha. 
DuncuI, Lontour, 
Siekil, Kauki. 

.A'nail, Cueu, eueu, Cueu. 
A band, Langan, , Tangan, Tangan. 
Afinger, Ramo Langan, Jad, Jaring. 

In this fpecimen of the languages of places fo near to each 
other, the names of different parts of the body are chofen, 
becaufe they are eafily obtained from people whofe language 
is utterly unknown, and becaufe they are more likely to be 
part of the original flamen of the language, than any other, 
as types of the firft objeCts to which they would give names. 

'It is very remarkable that the Malay, the Javanefe, and the 
Prince's Ifland language, have words, which, if not exa<.<tly 
fimilar to the correfponding words in the language of the 
iflands in the South Seas, are manifeftly derived from the 
fame fouree, as will appear from the following table: 

Englilh. South Sea. Malay. Javanefe. Prince's Iiland. 

An eye, Matta, Mata, Moto, Mara. 
To eat, Maa, Maean, Mangan. 
To drink, Einu, Menum, Gnulnbe. 
To kill, Matte, Matte, Matte. 
A louJe, Outou, Coutou. 
Rain, Euwa, Udian, Udan. 
Bamboo ca11e, Owhe, Awe. 
A bruif/, Eu, Soufou, Soufou. 
A bird, Mannu, Mannu, Mannuck. 
Afijh, Eyca, lean, Iwa. 
The foot, Tapao, Tapaan~ 
Alolfter, Tooura, Udang, Urang. 
0/ Eufwhe, Ubi, Urve. 1. alllf, 
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Engliili. South Sea. Malay. Javane[e. 

To. bury, Etannou,. Tannam, Tandour. 
A mofchito, Enammou, Gnammuck. 
To fcratch, Hearu, Garru, 
Coccos roots, Taro, Tallas, 
In-land, Uta, Utan .. 

Garu. 
Talas. 

This fimilitude is particUlarly relnarkable in the words 
expreffing number, ",hieh at firft fight feems to be no in.
confiderable proof that the fcience at leafl: of thefe different 
people has a common root. But the names of numbers in 
the iiland of Madagafcar, are, in fame inftances, fimilar to 

all there, which is a problem frill more difficult to falve, 
That the names of nUlnbers, in particular, are in a manner 
comnlon to all thefe countries, will appear from the follow
ing comparative table, which Mr. Banks drew up, with the 
affiftance of a negro fiave, born at Madagafcar, who was on 
board an Englifh fhip at Batavia, and fent to him to gratify 
his curiofity on this fubjeCl:. 

Engliili. S. Sea Hlands. Malay. Javanere. Prince'S Wand. Mauagafcar. 

One, Tahie, Satou, Sigi, Hegie, life. 
Two, Rua, Dua, Lorou, Dua, Rua. 
Three, Torou, Tiga, Tullu, TolIu, Tellou. 
Four, Haa, Ampat, Pappat, Opat, Effats. 
Five, Reina, Lima, Limo, Limah, Limi. 
Six, \Vheney, Annam, Nunnam,Gunnap, Ene. 
Seven, Hetn, Tudju, Petu, Tudju, Titau. 
Eight, \\Tarn, Delapau; \Vola, Delapan, 'Valone 
Nine, Iva, Sembilan, Sango, Salapan, Sivi. 
Ten, Ahouroa, Sapoulou, Sapoulou, Sapoulou, Tourou. 

In the language of l'vlaciagafcar, there are other words 
fimilar to words of the [arne im port in the Malay. The nofe 
in Malay is called Erung, at l'vIadagafcar Oztrou; Lida, the 
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tongue, is Lala; Tangan, the hand, is Tang; and Tanna, the' 

ground, is T'aan. 

From the fimilitude between the language of the Eaftern 
Indies, and the iibnds of the South Sea; cOl1jeGtures may he 
formed with refpec..9: to the peopling thofe countries, '. which 
cannot eafily be referred to Madagafcar. The inhabitants of , 
Java and Madagafcar appear to be a different race;, the Java
nefe is of an olive complexion, and has long hair; the native 
of Madagafcar is black, and his head is not covered witl1 
hair, but wool; and yet perhaps i this will not conclude 
a,gainft their having common ance1~ors fa ftrongly as at firft 
appears. It does not feern lefs difficult to account for the 
perfonal difference betw!een a native of England and France,. 
as an effect of mere local fituation, than for the difference 
between the natives of Java and Madagafcar; yet it has never 
been fuppofed, that England and France were not peopled 
from common anceftors. If two natives of England marry 
in their own country, and afterwards remove to our fettle
ruents in the Weft Indies, the chi~dren that are conceived and 
born there will have the complexion and caft of countenance 
that diftinguiih the Creole; if they return, the children con
ceived and born afterwards, will have no fuch charal'leriftics. 
If it be faid that the mother's mind being impreifed with dif
ferent external objel'ts, impreifes cotrefponding features and 
com'plexion upon the child during her pregnancy, irwill be 
as difficult to refer the eife{t into this caufe, upon mere 
phyfical principles, as 'into the other; for it can no more be 

111ewn IhJ'N a mere idea, concei~ed in the n~other's imagina
tion, can change the corporeal form of her infant, than how 
its form can be changed by mere local fitnation. We know 
that people within the fmall circle of Great Britain and Ire
land, "iNho are born at the diftance of two or three hundred 
miles, fraIn, each other, will be difljpguiihed by the Scotch 

face, 



R 0 U N D THE W 0 R L D. 

face, the WeHh face, and the Iri!h face; filay ~;.ive ~10t then 
reafonably fuppofe, that there are in nature qualities which 
aCt powerfully as efficient caufes, and yet :elfe not cognizable 
by any of the five modes of perception' which we call fenfes? 
A deaf man, who fees the firing of a harpfichord vibrate, 
when a' correfponding tone is produced by blowing into a 
flute at a diftance, will fee an effeCt of which he can no more· 
conceive the caufe to exift in the blowing air into the flute, 
than we can conceive the caufe of the perfonal difference of 
the various inhabitants of the globe to exift in n1ere local 
iituation; nor can he any more form an idea of the caufe it
felf, in one cafe, than we can in the other: what happens to 

him then, in confequence of having but four fenfes infl:ead 
of five, may, with refpett to many pha:nomena of nature, 
happen to us, in confequence of having but five fenfes in
il:ead of fix, or any greater number. 

Pollibly, however, the learning of ancient .!:Egypt might 
run in two courfes, one through Africa, and the other 
through Afia, diiTeminating the faIlle words in each, efpe
cially terms of number, which might thus become part of 
the language of people who never had any communication 
with each other. 

We now made the beft of our way for the Cape of Good 
Hope, but the feeds of difeafe which we had received at Ba
tavia began to appear with the IllOft threatening fymptoms in 
dyfenteries and flow fevers. Left the water which we had 
taken in at Prince's Iiland ihould have had any ihare in our 
ficknefs, we purified it with lime, and we wail1ed all parts 
of the ihip between decks with vinegar, as a ren1edy againft 
infe(tion. Mr. Banks was among the fick, and for fome 
time there was no hope of his life. We were very foon in 
a lllOil deplorab1e fituation; the fhip was nothing better than 
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an hofpital, in which thofe that were able to go about, were 
too few to attend the fick, who were confined to their ham
mocks; and we had almofl: every night a dead body to com
Init to the fea. In the courfe of about fix weeks, we buried 
Mr. Sporing, a gentleman who was in Mr. Banks's retinue, 
Mr. Parkinf-on, his natural hiftory painter, Mr. Green the 
afl:ronomer, the boatfwain, the carpenter and his'mate, Mr. 
Monkhoufe the midfhipman, who had fothered the fhip, 
after fhe had been ihanded on the coaf\: of New Holland, our 
old jolly fail-maker and his affif\:ant, the ihip's cook, the 
corporal of the marines, two of the carpenter's crew, a mid-· 
lhipman, and nine feamen; in all three and twenty per[.ons" 
l1efides the feven that we buried at Batavia. 
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()ur Arrival at tbe Cape of Good Hope ; flme Remarhs on 

the Run from Java Head to tbat Place; a Defcription 

of the Cape, and of Saint Helena: With flme Account of 
tbe Hottentots, and the Return oj the Ship to England. 

O N Friday tlie I5th of March, aoout ten o'dock~ in the 
morning, we anchored off the Cape of Good Hope, in 

feven fathom with an ouzey bottom. The weft point of the 
bay, called the Lion's Tail, bore W~ N. W. and the caiUe 
3. 'N~ diilant abouta mile and a half. Iimmediately waited 
upon the Governor, who told me that- I iliould have every 
thing the country afforded. My firf!: care was. to provide a 
proper place afhore for the fick, which were nota few; and· 
a houfe was foon found, where it was agreed they ihouId be 
lodged and boarded at the- rate of two ihillings a, head per 
day~ -

Our run from Java head, to this place, afforded very few 
fubjeCts of remark that can be of u.fe to future navigators; 
fbch as· occurred, however; I iliall fet dbwn~ \Ve had· left· 
Java Head' eleven days before we got the gener~l fouth eaa 
trade.;.wind; during which time, we did not advance above 
SO to· the fouthward,- and 3 0 to the weft, having variable· 
light airs, interrupted by calms, with fultry weather, and 
an unwholefome air, occafioned probably by the load of va~· 
pours which the eancrn trade-wind, and wdterly 111onfoons, 
Dring into thefe latitudes, both which blow . in thefe feas at 
the time of year when we happenedto.be there. The eaft= 
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erly wind prevails as far as. 10 or 12° S. and/the wefterly as 
far as 6 or 8 Q; in the intermediate fpace the winds are vari
able, and the air, I believe, always unwholefome; it cer
tainly aggravated the difeafes which we brought with us 
from Batavia, and particularly the flux, which was not in 
the leafl: degree checked by any medicine, fo that whoever 
was feized with it, confidered himfelf as a deadman; but 
we had no fooner got into the trade-wind, than we began to 
feel its falurary effec9:s: we buried indeed feveralof our 
people afterwards, but they were fuch as had been taken 
on board in a ftate fo low and feeble that there was [carcely 
a pollibility of their recovery. At fir11 we fufpeCted that this 
dreadful diforder might have been brought upon us by the 
water that we took on board at Prince's lfland, or even by 
the turtle that we bought there; but there is not the leaft 
reafon to believe that this fufpicion was well grounded, for 
all the {hips that came frOlu Batavia at the fame feafon, fuf. 
fered in the fame degree, and fome of them even more 
feverely, though none of them touched at Pl'ince's Illand in 
.their way. 

A few days after we left Java, we fawboobies about the 
fhip for feveral nights fucceilively, and as thefe birds are 
known to rooft every night on [hore, we thought them an 
indication that fome iiland was not far diftant; perhaps it 
might be the iiland of Selam, which, in differentcharrs, IS 

very differently laid down both in name and fituation. i 

The variation of the compafsoff theweftcoaft of Java is 
about 3° W. and fo it continued without any fenfible varia
tion, in the common track of [hips to the longitude of 288 0 

W. latitude 22 S. after which it increafed apace, fo that in 
longitude 295 0

, latitude Q3 Q, the variation was 10° 20' W.: in 
feven degrees more of longitude, and one of latitude, it in-

creafed 
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rreafed two degrees; in the fame fpace, farther to the weft, 1771. 
March. 

it intreafed' five ~:legrees: in latitude 28°, longitude 3J 4:9 , it "--v----" 
. 0 ". I .' dOl . dO' 0 I Friday 15' was 24 20, In atau e 29 ongau e 317 , It was 26 10" ' 

and was then fiationary for the fpace' of about ten degrees 
farther to the weft; but in latitude 34,°, longitude 333°, we 
0bferved'it twice to be 28° ~ W., and this was its greateft varia~ , 
tion, for in latitude' 3S°,,!-, longitude 337 0

, it was 24°, and 
continued gradually to decreafe; fo that off Cape Anguillas; 
it was 22° So'" and in Table Bay ~oo 30' VV. 

As to currents, it did not appear that they were at all con
fiderable, till we came within a little diflance of the meridian 
of Madaga[car; for after we had made S2 0 of longitude from 
Java Head, we found, by obfervarion, that our error in lon
gitude was only two degrees, and it was the fame when we
had made only nineteen. This error might be owing partly 
to a current fettingto the weftward, partly to our not making, 
proper allowances for the Fetting of thefea before which we: 
run, and perhaps to an error in the affumed longitude of
Java Head. If that longitude is erroneous, the error mufl: be, 
imputed tathe imperfec(tion of the charts of which I made, 
ufe in reducing the longitude from Batavia, to that place" 
for there can be no doubt but that the longitude of Batavia 
is well determined.' After we had paffed the longitude of 
307°, the effeCts of the wefterly currents began to be con
fiderable; for in three days) our error in longitude was· 
1;° 5': the velocity of ,the current kept increafing, as we pro ... 
ceeded to the weftward, in fo rDuch that for five days fuc
ceffively after we made the land, we vvere driven to theS. vV. 
or S, W. by W. not lefs than twenty leagues a day; and this 
continued till we were within fixty or fevcnty leagues of the 
Cape, where the current f~i: fometimes one way, and [ome=, 
times the other" though inclining rather to the weftward. o , 

After 
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After the boobies had left us, we faw no more birds till we 
. got nearly abreaft of Madagafcar, where, in latitude 27° i S. 
we faw an albatrofs,andafter that tilne we faw them every 
,day in great numbers, with birds of feveral other forts, par-
ticularly one about as big as a duck, of a very dark brown 
colour, with a yellowifh bill. Thefe birds became more nu
:merous as we approached the fhore, and as foon as we got 
into foundings we faw gannets, which we continued to fee 
,as long as we were upon the bank which flretches off An
guillas to the difiance of forty leagues, and extends along 
the thore to the eaftward, from Cape Falfe, according to 
fome charts, one hundred and fixty leagues. The real ex
tent of this bank is not exactly known; it is however ufeful 
as a direction to ihipping when to haul in, in order to make 
the land. 

vVhile we lay here, the Houghton Indiaman failed for 
England, who) during her flay in India, loft by ficknefs be- _ 
tween thirty and forty lnen; and when ihe left the Cape had 
many in a he1plefs condition with the fcurvy. Other thips 
fuffered in the fame proportion, who had been little more 
than 'twelve months abfent from England; our fufferings 
-therefore were comparatively light, confidering that we had 
been abfent near three times as long. 

Saturday 13. 

Having lain here to recover the ficl~, procure flores, and 
perform feveral nece:ffc1.ry operations upon the fhip and rig
ging, till the 13th of April, I then got aIr the fick on board, 
feveral of whom were flill in a dangerous flate, and having 
taken leave of the Governor, I unlTIoored the next morning 
and got ready to fail. ' 

Sunday 14.' 

The Cape of Good Hope has been fo often defcribed, and is 
fo well known in Europe, that I {hall luention .only a few 

particulars, 
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particulars, which in other relations are omitted or mifre· 
prefented. ' , 

Notwithftan.ding all that has been faid to the contrary, no 
country that we faw during the"voyage makes a more for-' 
lorn a ppearance J or is in reality a more fierile defart. The· 
land over the Cape, which confiltutes the peninfula formed ,
by Table Bay on the north, and Falfe Bay on the fouth, con
fifis of high mountains, altogether naked and defolate: the 
land behind thefe to the eafi, which may be, confidered as 
the ifihmus. is a plain of vail: extent, confifiing almofi wholly 
of a light kind of fea fand, which produces nothing but 
heath, and is utterly incapable of cultivation. All the 
fpots that will admit of improvement, which together bear 
about the fame proportion to the whole as one to one thou
fand, are laid out in vineyards, orchards, and kitchen grounds; 
and mofi of thefe little fpots lie at a confiderable diftance 
from each other. There is a][o the greateft reafon to believe, 
that in the interior parts of this country, that which is ca
pable of cultivation does not bear a greater proportion to 
that which is incorrigibly barren; for the Dutch told us, 
that they had fettlements eight and twenty days journey up 
the country, a difiance equal to at leaf!: nine hundred miles, 
from which they bring provifions to the Cape by land; fo 
that it feems reafonable to conclude that provifions are not 
to be had within a lefs compafs. While we were at the Cape, 
a farmer came thither from the country, at the diftance of 
fifteen days journey, and brought his young children with 
him. We were furprifed at this, and afk:ed him, if it would 
not have been better to have left them with his next neigh
bour: Neighbour! faid the man, I have no neighbour within 
lefs than five days journey of me. Surely, the country 111Uft 

be deplorably barren in which thofe who fettle only to raife 
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provifions for a market, are difperfed at fuch diflances fron~ 
each other. That the country is every where deftitute of 
wood appears to deillonflration; fOl,timber and planks are 
imported fronl Batavia, and fuel :is almofl: as dear as food. 
"Ve faw no tree, except in plantations near the town, that 
was fix feet high;. and the items, that were not thicker than 
a man~s thumb, had roots as thick as an arm or a leg, fuch
is the influence of the winds here to the difadvantage of ve
getation, {etting the fterility of the {oil Ol.lt of the queftion. 

The only town which the Dutch have built here is, from 
its firuation, called Cape Town,. and confiJl:s of about a thou
{and houfes, neatly built of brick, and in general whited on 
the outiide ; they are however covered only with thatch, for 
the violence of the fouth eail winds would render any other 
roof inconvenient and dangerous. The itreets are broad and 
rComn10dious, all croiling each other at right angles~ In the
principal fireet there is a canal, on ea:ch fide of which is 
planted a row of oaks" that have flourifhed tolerably weIlli' 
and yield an agreeable i11ade: there is a canal ,alfo in one 
other part of the town,. but the ilope of the: ground in the 
courfe of both is fo great, that they are furniihed with flood
gates, or locks, at intervals@f little more than :fifty yards. 

A much grea~er propoTtion of the inhabitants are Dutch; 
in this place than m Batavia; and as the' town is fupponed 
principally by entertaining ftrangers, and fupplying them. 
with neceffiuies, every man, to a certain degree, imitates the 
manners and: cufloms of the nation \~ith which he is: chiefly: 
concen1ed. The-ladies however are fOe faithful to the mode 
of their country,. that not one of them will fUr without a 
chaudpied or chauffet, whi1Ch is carried by a fervant that it 
may be ready to place under her feet whenever ihe than fit 
down. This practice is the more rema.rkabl.e" as very few of 

4 ili~ 
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thefe chauffets have fire in them, which indeed the climate 
renders unneceffary. 

, The women in general are very handfome; they have fine 
dear {kins, and a bloom of colour that indicates a purity of 

/ conftitution, and high health. They make the beft wives in 
the world, both as miftreifes of a family and mothers; and 
there is fcarcely a houfe that does not fwarm with children. 

The air is falutary in a high degree; fo that thofe who 
bring difeafes hither from Europe, generally recover perfeCt 
health in a iliort time; but the difeafes that are brought 
from India are not fo certainly cured. 

Notwithftanding the namral fterility of the climate, induf~ 
try has fupplied this place with all the neceffaries, and even 
the luxuries of life in the greateft profufion. The beef and 
mutton are excellent, though the cattle and iheep are natives 
()f the country; the cattle are lighter than ours, more neatl y 
made, and have horns that fpread to a much wider extent. 
The iheep are clothed with a fubftance between wool and 
hair, and have tails of an enormous fize; we faw fame [hat 
weighed twelve pounds, and were told that there were many 
much larger. Good butter is made of the milk of the cows, 
but the cheefe is very much inferior to our own. Here arc 
goats, but they are never eaten, hogs, and a variety of poul
try. Hares are alfo found here, exat11 y like thofe of Europe; 
antelopes of many kinds, quails of two forts, and bufl:ards, 
which are well flavoured, but not juicy. The fields produce 
European wheat and barley, and the gardens European ve ... 
gerablcs, and fruit of all kinds, befides plantains, guavas, 
jarnbu, and fome other Indian fruits, but thefe are not in per
fet1ion; the plantains in particubr, arc ,,-'ery bad, and the gua
vas no larger than goofeberries. The vineyards alfo produce 
wine of various forts, but not equal to thofe of Europe) ex-

5 H 2, cqJt 
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cept the Conftantia, which is made genuine only at onll 
vineyard, about ten miles diftant from the town. There is 
another vineyard near it, where wine is made that is called 
by the fame name, but it is greatly inferior. 

The COHlnlon method in which ihangers live here, is to 
lodge and board with fome of the inhabitants, many of 
whofe houfes are always open for their recep-tion: the rates 
are from five £billings to two ihillings a day, for which all 
neceiEuies are found. Coaches may be hired at four and 
twenty ihillings a day, and hor[e1; at fix ihillings; but the 
country affords very little temptation to ufe them. There 
are no public entertainluents; and thofe that are private, to 

which fhangers of the rank of Gentlemen are always ad

Initted, were fufpended while we were there by the break
ing out of the meafles. 

At the farther end of the Highftreet, -the Company have 
a garden, which is about two thirds of an Engliih mile long; 
the whole is divided by walks that interfecr each other at 

right angles, and are planted with oaks that are dipt into 
wall hedges, except in the center walk, where they are fuf
fered to grow to their full £Ize, and afford an agreeable 
ihade, which is the 1110re welcome, as, except the planta
tions by the fides of the two canals, there is not a £Ingle tree 
that would ferve even for a ihepherd's buill, within many 
miles of the town. The greater part of this garden is kit
chen ground; but two fmall fquares are allotted to botani
cal plants, which did not appear to be fo numerous by one 
half as they were when Oldenland wrote his catalogue. At 

the farther end of the garden is a menagerie, in which there 
arc mzmy birds and beailsthat are never feen in Europe; 
particularly a beait called by the Hottentots coe Doe, which 
is as large as a horfe, and has the nne fpiral horns which 

are 
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are fometimes feen in private' and public colleCtions of curi
ofities. 

Of the natives of this country, we could learn but littIe 
except from report; for there were none of their habitations, 
where alone they retain their original cuftoms, within lefs 
than four days journey from the town; thofe that we raw 
at the Cape were all fervants to Dutch farmers, whofe cattle 
they take care of, and are employed in other drudgery of 
the meaneft kind. Thefe are in general of a flirn make, and 
rather lean than plump, but remarkably fh-ong, nimble, and 
active. Their fize is nearly the fame with that of Europeans, 
and we faw fome that were fix feet high: their eyes are dull 
and without exprefiion: their il{ins are of the colour of foot, 
but that is in a great meafure caufed by the dirt, which is fo 
wrought into the grain that it cannot be diftinguifhed from 

cOluplexion; for I believe they never waih any part of their 
bodies. Their hair curls ftrongly, not like a negroe's, but 
falls in ringlets about [even or eight inches long. Their 

'" clothing confifts of a fh::in, generally that of a fheep, thrmvn 
over their il10ulders ; befides which, the men wear a fmal'l 
ponch in the rniddle of the wait1, anll the women, a broa<.l 
leather flap, both which hang from a girdle or belt that is 
adorned with beads and fmall pieces of copper. Both men 
and women wear necklaces, .and fometimes bracelets, of 
beads; and the women wear rings of hard leather rOlll1(l 

their andes, to defend them from the thorns, with vlhich 
their country every where z~bounc1s: fome of them have a 
fa.ndal, made of wood or bark; but the greater part of theln 

are unfhod. 

To a European, their language appears to be fcarcdy arti
culate; befides which it is c~ifl:inglli111ed by a very remark~ 
able fingularity. At very frequent intervals, while they an~ 

fpeaking., 
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fpeaking, they cluck with the tongue againft the roof of the 
mouth: thefe clucks do not appear to have any meaning, 
but rather to divide what they fay into fentences. Moil: of 
thefe Hottentots fpeak Dutch, without any peculiarity of 

pronunciation. 
, 

They are all modeft, even to iheepiihnefs; for it was not 
without the greateft difficulty that we could perfuade any of 
them to dance, or even to fpeak in their own language to 
each other, in our prefence. We did however both fee them 
dance, and hear them. fing; their dances are by turns active 
and :lluggifh to excefs; fame times confifting of quick and 
violent motions, with ftrange diftortions of the body, and 
unnatural leaps backwards and forwards, with the legs crof
fing each other; and being fometimes fo f piritlefs that the 
dancer only ftrikes the ground firfl: with one foot and then 
with the other, neither changing place nor moving any 
other pan of his body: the fongs alfa are alternately to quick 
and flow lTIOVeIl1ents, in the fame extremes as the dance. 

We made many enquiries concerning thefe people of the 
Dutch, and the following particulars are related upon the 
.credit of their report : 

Within the boundaries of the Dutch fettlements there are 
feveral nations of thefe people, who very much differ from 
each other in their cuftoms and manner of life: all how
.ever are friendly and peaceable, except one clan that is fet
tIed to the eafl:ward, which the Dutch call BoJch mett, and thefe 
live entirely by plunder, or rather by theft; for they never 
attack their neighbours openly, but fieal the cattle privately 
in the night. They are armed however to defend them .. 
~elves, if they happen to be detected, with lances or aif~gays, 
and arrows, which they know how to poifon by various 
ways, fmne with the juice of herbs, and forne with the ve-

nom 
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nom of the ferpeI;1t called Cobra. di Capelo; in the hands of 
thefe people a frone alfo is a very formidable weapon, for 
they can throw it with fuch force and exac9:nc;fs as repeatedl y 
1'0 hit a dollar at the difrance of a hundred paces. As a defence' 
againft thefe freebooters 7 the other Indians train up bulls~ 
which they place round their towns in the night,. and which,.. 
'Upon the approach of either man or beaR" will affemble' 
and oppo[e them, till they hear the voice of their mafl:ers. 
encouraging them to fight? or calling them off, which they 
obey with the fame docility as a dog. 

Some nations have the art of melting and preparing cop
:per, which is found among theIn, probably native; and of 
this they make broad plates, which they wear as ornaments 
upon their foreheads. Some of them alfo know how to 
harden bits of iron, which they procure from the Dutch" 
and form into knives, fo as to give them a temper [uperior to 
that of any they can buy .. 

The Chiefs, many of whom are poffeifors of very nume .. 
rous herds of cattle, are generally clad in the ikins of lions, 
tygers, or zebras, to which they add fringes, and other orna
ments in a very good tafre. Both fexes frequently anoint the 

body with greafe, but never ufe any that is rancid or fa:tid y 

if freCh can be had~ Mutton fuet and butter are generaJly 
ufed for this purpofe; butter is perferred, which they make: 
by ihaking the milk in a bag made of the {l-,:in of fome 

beaft. 

We were told that the priefi cenainly gives the nuptial 
'benediCtion by fprinkling the bride and bridegroom with his 
·urine. But the Dutch univerfally declared that the women 
never wrapped the entrails of iheep round their legs, as they 
have been [aid to do, and afterwards make them part of 
their food. Semicaihation waB aHo abfolutely denied to be 

general :I 
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general; but it was acknowledged that fome among the par
ticular nation which knew how to melt copper had fuffered 
that operation, who were faid to be the beft warriors, and 
particularly to excel in the art of throwing f~ones. 

We were very defirous to determine the great queftion 
among natural hifiorians, whether the women of this coun
try have or have not that Reihy flap or apron which has been 
called the Sinus pudoris, and what we learnt I ihall relate. 
Many of the Dutch and Malays, who Said they had received 
favours from Hottentots women, pofitively denied itsexift-

. ence; but a phyfician of the place declared that he had 
cured many hundreds of venereal complaints, and never faw 
one without two fleihy, or rather fkinny appendages, pro
ceeding from the upper part of the Labia, in appearance 
fomewhat refembling the teats of a cow, but flat; they hung 
down, he faid, before the Pudendum, and were in different 
fubjeCts of different lengths, in fome not 1110re than half an 
inch, in others three or four inches: thefe he imagined to be 
what fome writers have exaggerated into a flap, or apron, 
hanging down from the bottom of the abdomen, of fufficient 
extent to render an artificial covering of the neighbouring 
parts unneceifary. 

Thus much for the country, its produCtions, and inhabitants. 
The bay is large, fafe, and commodious; it lies open indeed 
to the north weft winds, but they {eldom blow hard; yet as 
they fometimes fend in a great rea, the fhips moor N. E. and 
$. W. fo as to have an open hawfer with north weft winds: 
the fourh eaft winds blow frequently with great violence, 
but as this direc9:ion is right out of the bay, they are not 
dangerous. Near the town a wharf of wood is run out to a 
proper diftance for the convenience of landing and fhipping 
.,goods. To this wharf water is conveyed in pipes, from which 

feveral 
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feveral boats may fill water at the fame time; and feveral 
large boats or hoys are kept by the Company to carry flores 
and provifions to and from the iliipping in the harbour. 
The bay is defended by a fquare fOft, fituated clofe to the 
beach on the eafl fide of the town, and by feveral outworks 
and batteries extending along the fum"e, as well on this fide 
of the tOwn as the other; but they are fo fituatedas to be 
cannonaded by ihipping, and are in a manner defencelefs 
againfl: an enemy of any force by land. The garrifon confifls 
of eight hundred regular troops, befides militia of the coun-
try, in which is comprehended every m\an able to bear arms. 
They have contrivances to alarm the whole country by fig .. 
nals in a very fl1.oTt time, and the Inilitia ~s then to repair' 
ilnmediately to the town. 

The French.at Mauritius are fupplied from this place with 
falted beef, bifcuit, flour, and wine: the provifions for 
which the French contracted this yea.r were 500,000 lb. 
weight of faIt beef, 400,000 lb. of flour~ 400,000 lb. of bif
euit, and 1,200 leagers of wine. 

793 

' .. ~ 

In the morning of the 14th, we weighed and flood out of Sunday 1.1-. 

the bay; and at five in the evening anchored under Penquin, 
or Robin Uland: we lay here all night, and as I could not-
fail in the rnorning for want of wind, I fent a boat to the 
iiland for a few trifling articles which we had forgot to take 
in at the Cape. But as [oon as the boat came near the :!hore, 
the Du tch hailed her, and warned the people not to land at 
their peril, bringing down at the [arne time fix men armed 
with n1u[quets, who paraded upon the beach. The officer 
who commanded the boat not thinking it worth while to 

rifk the lives of the peo.ple .on board for the fake of a few 
cabbages, which were all we wa,nted, returned to the !hip. 
At firft we were at a lofs to account for our repulfe, but wc_ 
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afterwards recollected, that to' this Wand the Dutch at the 
Cape baniih fuch criminals as are not thought worthy of 
death, for a certain nur.aber of years, proportioned to the 
offence; and employ thern as :flaves in diggi~g lime-frone, 
which though fcarce upon the continent is plenty here: and 
that a Daniih ihip, which by ficknefs had loft great part of 
her crew, and had be~n refufed affiftance at the Cape, came 
down to this iiland, and fending her boat aihore, fecured the 
guard, and took on board as many of the criminals as fIle 
thought proper to navigate her home: we concluded there
fore that the Dutch, to prevent the refcue of their criminals 
in time to come, had given order to their people here too 
fuffer no boat of any foreign nation to come afhore. 

On the 25th, at three o'clock in the afternoon, we weighed, 
with a light breeze at S. E. and put to fea. About an h0ur 
afterwards, we loft our Mafier, Mr. Robert Mollineux, a 
young man of good parts, but unhappily given up to intem
perance, which brought on diforders that put an end to his 
life. 

We proceeded in our voyage homeward without any re-
markable incident; and in the morning of the 29th, we 

-'croIfed our firft meridian, having circumnavigated the globe 
in the direction from eafi to' wefi, and confequently loft a. 
day, for which we made an allowance at Batavia. 

At day-break, on the 1ft of May, we faw the Wand of St. 
Helena; and at nOOD, we anchored in the road before James's 
fort. 

We ftaid here till the 4th, to refreih, and Mr. Banks im· 
proved the time in making the complete circuit of the 
Uland, and vifiting themoft remarkable places-upon it. 

It 
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ocean, being four hundred leagues diftant from the coaft of ~ 
Africa, and fix hundred from th~t of America. It is the Wedncf. i. 

fumrnit of an immenfe mountain rifing out of the rea, 
which, at a little diftahce all round it; is of an unfathomable 
depth, and is no more than twelve leagues long, and fix 
broad. 

The [ea.t of volcanoes has, without exception, been found 
to be the highefl: part of the countries in which they are 
found. lEtna and Vefuvius have no land higher than them
felves, in their neighbourhood; Hecla is the higheft hill in 
Iceland; volcanoes are frequent in the highefl: part of the 
Andes in South America; and the pike of Teneriffe is known 
to be the covering of fubterraneous fire: thefe are frill burn
ing, but there are innumerable other mountains which bear 
evident marks of fire that is now extinCt, and has been fo 
from the time of our earliefl: traditions: among thefe is Saint 
Helena, where the inequalities of the ground, in its exter
nal furface, are manifeflly the effec'1 of the finking of the 
earth, for the oppofite ridges, though feparated always by 
deep, and fometilnes by broad vallies, are exactly fimilar 
both in appearance and direction; and that the finking of 
the earth in thefe parts, was caufed by fubterraneoas fire, is 
equally manifeft from the frones, for fame of them, efpe
cially thofe in the bottom of the valiies, are burnt ali:wi1: to 

a cinder: in fame there are fmall bubbles, like thofe that are 
fecn in glafs which has been urged almof'c to fufion, and 
fome, thou ;~h at firfi fight they do Dot appear to have been 
expofed to the action of great heat, will be found, upon a 
clofer infpcl.'1ion, to contain fmall pieces of extraneous bo
dies, particularly m.undick, which have yielded to the power 
of i1re, though it was not fufficient to alter the appearance 

of the fione which contained them. 
5 I 2 It 
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It appeared, as we approached it on the windward fide,. 
like a rude heap of rocks, bounded by precipices of amazing 
heiO"ht, and, confifiing of a kind of half friable fione, which 
. b 

:thaws not the leafi fign of vegetation; nor is it more prod 
mifing upon a nearer view: in failing along the ihor,e, we 
came fo near the huge cliffs., that they feemed to over-hang 
.the fhip, and the tremendous effeCt ef their giving way, 
~l1ade us alm0.ft fear the event: at leng~h we opened a valley,. 
called Chappel VaUey, which refemble& a large trench; and 
in this valley we difcovered. the town. The bottom of it is 
flightly covered with heTbage, but the fides are as naked as 
the cliffs tha.t are next the fea. Such is the firfi appearance 
of the iiland in its prefent cultivated flate,. and the firfl: hills 
lllufi be pa:£fed before the vallies look gl~een~ or the. country: 
difplays any other marks of fertility.. 

The town ftands jufl: by the fea fide, and the far greater 
part of the hou[es are ill built; the church, which originally 
was a mean ftruCture, is in ruins" and' the rnarket-houfe is 
nearly in the fame condition. 

The white inhabitants are all Eng1iih, who, as, they are, 
not permitted by the Eail India Company, to whOln the 
jfiand belongs, to carryon any trade. or commerce on their 
own account, fubfifl: wholly by fupplying fuch ihips as touch 
at the place with refrefhments, which, however, they do 
not provide in proportion to the ferrility of the foil, and the 
temperament of the climate, which would enable them, by 
cultivation, to produce all the fruits and vegetables both of 
Europe and Indi". This ifland indeed, fmall as it is, enjoys 
the different advantages of different climates, for the cab
bage trees which grow upon the highefl: ridges, can by no 
art be cultivated upon the ridges next below, where the red ... 
wood and gum-wood both flourifh, which will not grow 

3 upon 
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upon the- ridges above, and neither of the three are to' be T77T. 

found in the vallies, which, in general, are covered with ~ 
European plants, and the luore common ones oflndia.wednef. t. 

Here are- a few horfes, but they are kept only for the' 
['addle, fo that all labour is performed by flaves; nor are' 
they furnifhed with any of the various machines which art 

has invented to facilitate their taik The ground is not 
every where too fleep for a cart, and where it is, the wheel
'barrow might be ufed with great advantage, yet there is no' 
wheelbarrow in- the whole iiland; every thing is conveyed' 
from place to pla'ce by the ilaves, and they are not furni:lhed' 
even with the fimple convenience of a porter's knot, but carry 
their burden upon their heads. They are indeed very nume;. 
J.:ous, and are brought from almoft every part of the world, 
but they appeared to be a miferable race" worn out partly, 
by exceilive labour" and partly by ill u[age, of which they 
frequently complained; and I am forry to fay, that inftances 
of wanton cruelty are'much nlOre frequent among my coun
trymen here, than among the Dutch, who arc, and perhaps 
not without reafon, geperally reproached with want of hu
manity at Batavia and the Cape. 

Among the native products of this iiland~ which are not 
numerous, mufF be reckoned ebony, though the trees :uc 

now nearly extinCt, and are not remembered. to have been 
plenty: pieces of the wood are frequently found in the val':' 
lies, of a fine black colour, and a hardnefs almoIt equal to' 

iron: thefe pieces, however, are always fo ilion and crooked, 
that no ufe can be made of them. vVhether the tree is the 
[arne with that which prodilccS ebony upon the iDe of Bour-~
bon, or tBe iilands adjacent, is not known, as the FrencH, 
have not yet publiihed' any account of it, 
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I·77 I • 'Thete are but few infects in this place, but there is a fpe-
May. 

'--v--.JCies of fnail found upon the tops of the higheflridges, which 
Wednef.·J. :probably has been there fince the original creation of their 

_0 "kind, _at. the beginning of the world. It is indeed very dif
ficult to conceive how any thing which was not depofited 
'here at its creation, or brought hither by the diligence of 
-man, could find its way to a place fa fevered from the reft of 
the world, by feas of immenfe extent, except the hypothefis 
that has been mentioned on another occafion be adopte,d, 
and this rock be fuppofed to have been left behind, when a 
jarge traCt of country, of which it was part, fubfided by 
fame convulfion of nature, and was fwallowed up in the 
ocean. 

SaturdaY4-' At one o'clock in the afternoon, of the 4th of lVIay, we 
weighed and flood out of the Road, in company with the 
Portland man of war, and twelve fail of Indiamen. 

We continued to fail in company with the fleet, till the 
,riday 10. loth in the morning, when, perceiving that we failed luuch 

heavier than any other.Jhip, and thinking it for that reafon 
probable that the Portland would get home before us, I lllade 

- .the fignal to fpeak with her, upon which Captain Elliot him
felf came on board, and I delivered to hilTI a letter for the 
Admiralty, with a box, containing the comlllon log books of 
the ihip, and the journals of fame of the officers. \Ve con-

I T,hur(daJ23. tinued in company, however, till the 23d in the morning' 
and then there was not one of the fhips in fight. About one 
o'clock in the :.lfternoon, died our Firfl: Lieutenant Mr. Hicks, 
and in the evening we committed his body to the fea, with 
the ufual cerelTIonies .. The difeafe of which he died, was a 
confumption, and as he was not free from it when we failed 
from England, it Inay truly be {aid that he was dying during 

the 
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the whole voyage, though his deCline was very gradual till 1771• 
May, 

we canle to Batavia: the next day, I gave Mr. Charles Clerk ~. 
d .0. " , h' h Friday z4' -an or er to aCl,as Lleutenant In IS room, a young man w 0-

was extremely well qualified for that ftation. 
, <!l> 

Our rigging and, fails were now become fo bad, that fome-
thing was giving-way every day. We continued our courfe," 
however, in ;fafety till the loth of' June; when land, which: June.-

d b h . d d'r db' 1 1 Y Monday 10. prove toe t 'e- Llzar , was- llcovere y NIC 10 as oung" 
the fame boy that firft fawNew Zealand; on the I Ith we runTllefday 11; 

up the channel, at fix in the morning of the 12th we paKed Wednef. u., 

B~achy Head, at noon we were abreafl: of Dover, and about 
three- came to, an anchor in the Downs, and went aihore at 

"Deal. 
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