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o.tr of a Report of a Committee of the Executive Oouncil, approved by His Excellency 
the Governor General, 30th October, 1862. 

The Committee of the Executive Council have had under their consideration the 
DeaPatch of His Grace the Du·ke of Newcastle, of the 21st August last. 

In this Despatch His Grace directs aUention to the present state of the defences of this 
Province, to the anxiety which is entertained by the British Government in regard to them, 
,&,!,d to the measures which, in His Grace's judgment, are necessary on ooe hand to fUlfil the 

!
ctations of Great Britain, and on the other, to place Canada in a position to meet any 

" gency. His Grace alludes to the misapprehenbion produced in the minds of the 
, , !ish people by the rejection of the Militia Bill, prepared by their predecessors, justly 

rking, however, that that proceeding on the part of the Provincial Parliament does 
nQt !ford evidence of an 'unwillingness to m~ke proper provi~ion for the defence of the 

mce. 
. , . Whilst disclaiming both the right an:! the desire to interfere in the politics of 

!. da, His Grace urges the importance of speedily resuming "measures f-or some 
, ' r mili:tary organization of the inhabitant~ of Canada, than that which now e~ists," 
an. he proceeds to set forth certain suggestions of Her Majesty's Government in reterence 
to J1is Bubject. The opinions of Military authorities are appealed to to shew that any 
T~ps furnisbed by En6land would be unequal to the protection of Canada without the 
effiljient aid of its own people; and suggestions are offered in regard to the form in which 
thi~ aid may be most advantageously rendered. His Grace states that the population cap­
.b~ of bearing arms should receive that organization and acquire that habit of discipline 
whfh constitute the difference between a trained force and an armed mob, and that Fifty 
tIaojlsaud (50,000) "is the smallest number of men" which the Province should have in a 
stakl of partial familiarity'with drill and other military duty. It is recommended that one 

f pany of each Battalion of Sedentary Militia, or more, should be drilled every year, that 
training of a large number of men may thus be gradually effected. Preparations of 

~ character and to l this extent are calculated, His Grace remarks, to maintain and im­
)1'Ofe the credit of the Province in the money markets of Europe. 10 conformity with 



this view, His Grace expresses himself con'7inced of the desirableness of steps being taken 
to secure a basis of Provincial taxation, apart from Customs duties; and the better to sec~re 
the permanence of such' an organization a~ His Grace proposes, he recommends '~that .Its 
administration and the snpply of funds for Its support should be exempt from the dIsturbIng 
action of ordinary politics." . . . . . 

'rhe expediency of defraying the charge for the MIlItIa, or a certam fixed porhon of 
it from the Consolidated Fund of Canada, or voting it for a period of three or five years, 
is' further suggested as a means of removing the Militia question from the arena of party 
politics. 

Another aspect of the question is presented by His Grace, namely the desirableness 
of uniting the defensive measures of Canada with the defensive measurcs of the other 
British Provinces on the American Continent, "that one uniform system of Militia train. 
ing and organization," may be introduced into all of them. Such a scheme, it is added, 
must emanate from Her Majesty'~ Government, and the opinion of Your Excellency's 
Advisers is desired;in relation to it: His Grace being of opinion that a union for defence 
may precede any political union of the North American Colonies. 

The Despatch of His Grace involves matters of the highest importance, and affirms a 
principle which for the first time comes in a practical shape before the people of Canada. 
Your Excellency's Advisers have not been unmindful of the discussions upon the subject 
which have taken place in the Imperial Parliament j but until now they have not been 
called upon to consider the principles of a policy so gravely affecting the relations of 
Canada to the Mother Country. 

The friendly spirit in which His Grace has conceived his Despatch will be cordially 
reciprocated by the Canadian people. The promptitude and liberality with which Her 
Majesty's Government provided for the protection of the Province when, on a recent occa­
sion, danger seemed to menace it, are fully appreciated, and it is gratifying to know that 
the loyalty and ardOT manifested by Canada in an emergency, which her people had donE 
nothing to produce and were wholly unable to prevent, are in turn duly understood and 
valued by the Home Government. 

It is not doubted that the -arne mutual regard and confidence will be exhibited in an~ 
communication or negotiation which may follow His Grace's Despatch. At the same time, 
however, it is felt that in dealing with a question affecting so deeply the present and future 
welfare of the Province care should be taken to base :lDy arrangement that may be entered 
into upon something more solid than sentiment, more enduring than any proposal, not recog­
nizing the I'ights and interests of the Canadian people. 

Before proceeding to express an opinion upon the propositions contained in His 
Grace's Despatch, Your Excellency's Advisers cannot refrain from recalling the circum­
stances under which they assumed the responsibilitics :of office. Their predecessors, they 
cannot forget, presented to Parliament a scheme which failed to obtain the support of that 
body, and which, so far as can be a.,certained, was extremely distasteful to the country. 
It failed of success not only on the ground that the method of enrolment proposed wa! in 
itself highly objectionable, but because it established a machinery cumbrous irr its character, 
at variance with the habits and genius of the Canadian people and entailing an expendi­
ture far ~n .excess of t.he sum which the Legislature' and the p~ople have declared them­
selves wIlhng to prOVIde. The rejection of the measure by a majority of the Legislative 
Assembly was the reBult, not of party combinations but of a deliberate conviction that its 
principle was unadapted to the occasion, that the more strikinoo of its features were obnoxious 
to the Province, and that the financial resources availabl~ for military purposes were 
unequal to the outlay that would have followed the enactment of the Bill. 

The Volunteer Organization, Your Excellency's Advisers were convinced is that alooe 
tbrough which the military spirit of thc people must find vent in a period of peace. In 
case of 3~ actual emerg.e?~y Your Excellen?y's Advisers are persuaded the response to an 
order callIng out the ~hhtla would be unammous. But there is a decided aversicl to com­
pulsory 'service except in the presence of actual danger. 

With. their knowledge of the unwillingness of the people to act under a compulsory 
system, WIt? the very strong and gen.eral expression of preference for the Volunteer 
Syste.m, w~lch secure~ to them the Ch.0IC~ of compa?y officers, and with proofs of the 
growIng VIgor of the Volunteer OrganIZatIon under cIrcumstances of dubious encourage-



s 

ment,' Your Excellency's Advisers first entered upoT;! the consideration' of the question 
which had led to the defeat and resignation of their predecessors. The view entertained 
by Pvliament, and as its Members believed, reHected in the disposition of the people, is 
that wlIich commended itself to the judgment of the Executive Council. They addressed 
themHlves to the subject therefore, anxious to lay the foundation of an efficient defensive 
~ation, but convinced of the necessity of consulting the public will, so far 3S the 
vel ...... ry nature of the organization is concerned, and convinced also of the necessity of 
80 adj9sting the expenditure 3S not to add to the embarrassments which were then and still 
are a.mgst the chief Qbstacles to every new enterprise originaiing with the Government . 

.. this spirit, amendments were made to the Militia Law previously in force; the 
aim of'the new Government being to infuse vitality into the voluntary branch of the 
servioe, to encourage the formation of Volunteer Companies in rural districts, and to pro­
vide JIIeasures for the better disciplining of the force. The appropriation by Parliament 
for these purposes was largely in exc,ess of the vote for the previous year, and was fully 
as largl as the circumstances of the Province would justify a Government in asking at 
the h~ds of the Legislature except in the presence of emergencies which as yet do not 
exist. In 1861 the appropriation was $84,970; in 1862, $250,000. 

~,aithfully carrying out this line of policy, no time wag lost in taking steps to ascertain 
the ~~tual condition of the Volunteer Force, as preliminary to taking steps for its 

:l
ement. . 
n officer of experience and ability was intrusted with the task of inspecting and 

repor. ng upon the active companies, and his enquiry is on the point of completion. In 
addiytn, Drill Instructors have been detailed at a considerable cost to the Province for the 
bettcr,raining of volunteers. To what extent these measures have been productive of benefit 
doesJIOt yet fully appear. It is known, however, that the Drill instruction has been 
turnel to a good account, and that the vi~its of the officer:alluded to (Colonel Wily), in con-

.• with the more thorough drill, have stimulated the desire for further companies and 
fO;f~ thorough effectiveness of those already recognized. Enough is known to justify 
the tement that immediately after die receipt of Colonel Wily's Report, " considerable 
numb r of new companies will present themselves for the sanction of Your Excellency. 

. ithout entering into the minute details of plans not altogether matured, the 
tive Council think proper to state in reference to the continued improvement of the 

~..,.lt-that the Act to amend the Militia Law, provides that "the Commander in Chief 
may .ppoint Brigade Majors, not exceeding one for;each Military District." It is intended, 
with the least possible delay, to present to Your Excellency for approval a list of officers 

:·qualified to fill those important position~. The utmost care will be taken in the selection 
of individuals qualified by knowledge, experience and character for the proper discharge 
of th~ duties pertaining to the office. 

,hese duties will include the inspection and control of such Volunteer Companies and 
Battalions as may be withiq the limits of each Di~tr~et, and the formation of Drill 
.... eiations to be composed of the officers and non·comml~SIOn'3d officcr~ of the several Bat­
tIIlieas of the Sedentary Militia with a;view of conveying to them, to borrow the language of 
YOIi'.,f 'xcellency-." such a knowledge of, and proficiency in their drill and military duties 
as w enable them to impart from time to time the kntwledge thus acquired to those who 
rua' e under their command." 

he Brigade .Majors will further be instructed on assuming their duties to secure the 
enrolment of such quota as may be ordered from the First Class Service Men within the 
piatr,ct, first into Companies, and whenever practicable, into Battalions under officers 
qual{ted to command them, and thus, in addition to the volunteers contemplated under 
fhe Amended Act of last Session, an organization more efficient for calling out the First 
Class. Service Men than any hitherto known may be expected. 

= spirit of emulation will thus be produced which will assuredly tend to the general 
• 'tement of the Companies of the several Battalions in discipline and drill. In no 

way can this result be attained in the rural districts. It is also designed to obviate 
one of the principal causes of dissatisfation amongst the larger proportion of volunteers 
by ~OVing the distinction hitherto maintained between classes A and B of the Volun­
teer orce; so that, without injustice to. class A, class B may be placed in the possession 
of.,a ntages until now withheld. Under the intended change the two classes will be 
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placed OD aD equality iD respect of tI,e supply of clothing which will in future be fur?ished 
to all. As the clothiDg has been the chief diffic.ulty i~ the way of the formation of 
Volunteer Companies it is believed that the supplylDg of It by t.he Go~ernme?t, coupl~d 
with a payment in lieu of clothing to Companies already pro~lded Wlt~ uDlfo~ms, wIll 
prove in the highest; degree satisfactory. Nor are the ExecutIve CouDcII unmlDdful of 
the reasonable claim which uDder ccrtain circumstances, may be preferred by Volunteer 
Companies for the e~nstruetion or acquisition of armourie.s, rifle raDges, an~ dri,J,l rooms. It 
is COD side red unwise, however, to make aDY geDeral promIse upon these POlr.tS, or to pledge 
the Province to any cODsiderable expeDditure on accouDt of them. .The Beed really 
exists only in ceDtrallocalities, the demand of wbich will be duly considered aDd acted 
upon from time to time. 

The importance of battalioD drill is too obvious to be deDied. Its enforcement must, 
however, be regulated by its practicability. In t.he cities and lar~er towns it may be car­
ried OD Dot only without additioDal cost, but wit hout entailiDg upon the volunteers extra 
sacrifices or trouble. In the rural districts the case is different, with a sparse population 
averaging less than three inhabitants to the square mile throughout Canada, engaged in 
a D'ricultural pursuits aDd for tt.e most part struggling with the hardships' and difficulties 
i;cident to a country in which capital is scarce, and a large portion of which remaiDS to 
be reclaimed, any drill remote hom the resi<wnces of the volunteers is impossible. It is 
not simply a question of pay, nothiDg is mON certain thaD the uDwilliDgness of volunteers 
so situated to absent themselves from their immediate DeighboUl'hoods for purposes of 
military instruction, not merely because of their iDability to dispense with pay, but because 
of the extent to which tbe abseDce would iDterfere with pursuits that cannot be interrupted 
without injury to themselves and loss to the country. Their farms reqUire their uDremit. 
ting attention, the scarcity of hired labonr beiDg too serious and constaDt to allow of 
absence on the part of the settle~s themselves. In the eveDt of war, DO doubt these 
hindrances would not ~eep back the able-bodied popl~atioD from the.service of the country, 
but they are averse to IDterference, except on occaSIOD of great Decessity, aDd in the 
opinion of the Executive Council it is not desirable to excite discontent amODgst them by 
any premature attempt to exact compulsory service. 

The Battalions in the Province number four hundred aDd sixty-three, with officers 
and Don-commissioDed officers amounting in the aggregate to twenty-seven thousand seven 
hundred and eighty, or an average of sixty to each Battalion. AssumiDg that of these, 
:tD ~verage of three-fourths obey the o~der for drill instru.ction in the maDner already 
IDdlCated, a total of twenty thousand €Ight hUDdred aDd thirty-five will be qualified for 
general drill instructors. 

'fhe argument against enforced drill as applied to the raDk aDd file of the Militia 
does not bear upon the o!ficers of th.e SedeDtary force w~o. n~w hold commissioDs. Tbey 
at any rate, may be reqUired to qualIfy thcmselves, and It IS JIltended vcry shortly to call 
upon them to uDdergo drill:in .the manner alread y i?dicated, t~atlthey may be prepared;at any 
llio~~nt to enter upon th.e. ~Isc~la~ge .of the dutIes attaCllJDg to their several positions. 
Desmng t?e honor of,1thhtJa dI5t~nctJon they ~ust make up their minds to prove their 
fitness for It; and faJ!lUg to do thIS, the Executive Council think that there should be no 
hesita~cy in setting them 3s~de and replaciDg them with worthier men . 

. l.our Excel~eDcy's A~Vlsers have.t.hus eDdeavoured to exhibit the· policy, which in 
theIr Jud~meDt IS. best .sUlted to the CircumstaDces of the Province aDd the habits of its 
people .. They POlUt With co?fid~Dce to what they have dODe, and what they ar.e prepared to 
do as, E'VldeDCe of the determlDatlOn to fulfil their duty iD regard to the defence of the 
P~ovlnce: They have he~d offic~ less than five months aDd their exertiODs during that 
bnef penod have been neither shght nor unproductive. 

Whate~er differeDces of opinion exist here or iD England as to the merits of particular 
parts of th.elr sc?em.e, at lea~t they have proved how fully they appreciate the im ortance 
of the subJect ot HIS Grace s Despatch; aDd they look forward without D . P. t 
th I·· f I h' h '1 . . a y mlS"'IVID"1I 0 e rea IzatlOD 0 resn ts w IC WI I vlDdlCate the wisdom, patriotism and 10 ait f the 
course they have pursued. Y Y 0 

UnquestioDably the pi aD proposed is in part experimeDtal Eve thO f th k· d 
t b t th "I')' . ry Ing 0 e 1D 

mus e so a e outse~. l{ Iitary tastes a~d aspirations have not been cherished b our 
people, and the attempt 18 now for the first time to be made to accustom them to la10UIs 
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and duties other than those of peR?efullife. ~n entering upon this task, the Government 
cannot ~oo carefully consult the feehngs and habIts of those on whom reliance must be mainly 
placed In ~he presence of danger-the more youthful and active part of the population 
embraced in the. Sede?tary force .. The question for the: Government to consider is how 
best .to accomphsh tIns end, and tIme and experience are required, not only to test the 
sull!.c\enc!. of meas~res .now, or soon to be in operation, but to remove the prejUdice with 
whI.ch mIhtary ~ervlCe IS r?~a~dlld and to enable those charged with the administration of 
affalfS to as.certam the feasIbIhty of a more extended :scheme. It is possible that some 
further legIslatIon mal be c~lled fO.r. to remedy defects which only experience can reveal, 
and Yo~r Excellency s AdvIsers wtll be prepared to address themselves to the subject as 
so?n ~s It shall come. before ~hem in a practical shape, adhering faithfully to the general 
prlD~Iples .of the pohcJ: herem set forth, but widening and modifying their action in con­
formIty wIth the teachIDg of their present trial. 

The proposal of His Grace to organize and drill not less than fifty thousand men is 
not now for the firs~ time presented to the Province. The measure prepared by the late 
Government and rejected by the Legislature, contemplated the formation of a Force to 
that ?xte~t, and Your Exc~lIency's Advisers cannot disguise their opinion that the 
Provmc~ IS averse to the mamtenance of a force which would seriously derange industry 
and tax Its resources to a degree justifiable only in periods of imminent danger or actual 
war . 

. The people of Uanada dO.ing n?thing tl) produce a rupture with the United States, and 
havmg n? knowledge of any IDtentlOn on the part of Her l\Iajesty's Government to pur­
sue a polIcy from which so dire a calamity would proceed, are unwilling to impose upon 
themselves extraordinary burthens. They feel, that should war occur, it will be produced 
by no aet of theirs, and they have no inclination to do anything that may seem to fore­
shadow, perhaps to provoke, a state of things which would be disastrous to every interest 
of the Province. On this ground their Representatives in Parliament assembled, rejected 
the proposition to organize fifty thousand men, or indeed, to commit the Province to a 
much smaller force, and recent elections in various localities embracing more than one­
third of the population of the Province, have shewn that in this respect public feeling 
has undergone no change. So far as is known, not a single Candidate has ventured to 
declare himself in favor of a: measure so extensive as that which was prepared by the late 
GDvernment, and is now again recommended by His Grace. Your Excellency's Advisers 
therefore find themselves fortified by public opinion. Their own estimate of wh3t is 
required, and of what may most advantageously be done, is confirmed by the calm judg­
ment of the people. His Grace recommends" a basis of taxation sounder in itself than the 
almost exclusive reliance on customs duties," the evident intention being, by direct taxation, 
to obtain an increase of income commensurate with the increase of expenditure which 
would follow the organization of the large force proposed. . .. 
. Without entering into a discussion of the ralative merits of dIrect and lDd1l'cct taxa­
tion, Your Excellency's AdVisers feel that it would not be prudent suddenly, or to ~ny 
large extent, to impose direct taxation for 1.\li.litary purposes .. This is Dot th~ occasIOn 
for adopting a principle hitherto unknoV'rn In the fiscal pohcy o~ the Provmoe; and 
assuredly this is not the time for plungi?g into. an experiment for ~hICh the people of the 
Province are unprepared. No more serIOus mIstake can be c.ommitted than to ~onduct.an 
argument upon the s~pposition' that the ability.~f the CanadIan people to Bustam taxatIOn 
is greater than has hItherto been acknowledged in the fiscal arrangem.ents of t~e Govern­
ment. The wealth of the country is in its lands. I~' the ~eople are 10 the enJo~ment of 
comparative wealth it is so invested as ,to be ~ot read~ly avaIlable for the productIon of. a 
large money income. Your Exellency s AdVIsers beheve that no Government c?uld eXIst 
that would attempt to carry out t.he .suggest~on of Hi.s Grace for the pur~ose des.Igned. 

The maintenance of the ProVIDClal CredIt abroad IS undoubtedly an object whIch the ad­
ministrators of the affairs of the Province should at any cost acc?mpl~sh. ! our ~xcellency's 
Advisers submit that their various measures dcmonstrate the smcenty With whIch they are 
striving to preserve the public credit unimpaired. Th~y cODt~nd, howe~e~,. that not the 
least important of the agencies to be employed to thIS end IS the exhIbItion of a due 
regard to the means at the command of the ~rov.ince. They hold ~hat. they are ~ore 
likely to retain the confidence of European CapItalists by carefully adJustlDg expendIture 



to income, than by embarking in Bchemes, however laudable in them~e~ves, beyond. the 
available resources of the Canadian people. That they are not unwllhng to . try to the 
utmost to comply with the Buggestions of the Imperial Government i~ evideDc~d. by the 
wanner in which the projected Intercolonial Railway has been entertaIDed: Theu co~d~ct 
in this matter should relieve them from every imputation. At the same hme they !DSIst 
that they are and must be allowed to be the best judges of the. press~r? which the Pro­
vincial credit can sustain. They are prepared, Rubject to certaID conditIons, to encumber 
this credit with liabilities arising out of the I~tercolonial. ~ailway, but ~hey are not pre­
pared to enter upon a lavish expenditure to bUild up a ~IIhtary system distasteful t.o the 
Canadian people, disproportionate to Canadian resources and not called for by any Circum-
stances of which they at present have cognizance. . 

Another suggestion embraced. in His Grace's Despatc~ is well calculated ~o eX~lte 
surprise. Your Excellency's AdVIsers allude to that portIOn of the Despat~h 10, WhICh 
HiB Grace proposes to remove the control of funds required for Militia purposes from the 
Domain of Parliament. 

His Grace is evidently aware t.hat the proposition wears the aspect of an "inter­
ference with the privileges of the Representatives of the people," and it is certaip. that any 
measure liable to this construction never will be, and ought not to be, entertall1ed by a 
people inheriting the freedom guaranteed by British Fnstitutions. The Imperial .Parlia­
ment guards with jealous care the means of maintaining the Military and Naval forces of 
the Empire. Its appropriations are annually voted and not the most powerful Minister has 
dared to propose'to'the House of Commons the abandonment of its controlling power for a per­
iod of five years: 'If" the disturbing action of ordlDary politics" is a reason for removing 
the final dircction of Miiitary preparation from l:'arliamen~, it is in every sense as applicable 
in England as in Canada. What the House of Commons would not, under any circum­
stances of danger, entertain, is not likely to be entertained by the J~egislature of Canada. 
Whatever cvils are incident to representative institutions, the people of a British Province 
will not forget that they are trivial in comparison with those which are inseparable from 
arbitrary authority. Popular liberties are only safe when the action of the people restrains 
and guides the policy of those who are invested with the power of direoting the affairs 
of the country. They are safe against Military despotIsm wielded by a corrupt Govern­
ment, only when they have in their hands the means of controlling the supplies required 
for the maintenance of a Military organization. . 

A union for defence is prop08ed by His Grace the Secretary of State for the 
Colonies. A union of the British North American Provinces for the formation and main­
tenance of one uniform system of Military organization and trainin;), having a common 
defensive fund and approved by Her Majesty's Government. A union whose details would 
" emanate from the Secretary of State," and whose management would be entirely indepen­
dent of the s3verallocal Legislatures' 

Your Excellency's Advisers have no hesitation in expressing the opinion that any 
alliance of this character cannot at present be entertained. An Intercolonial Railway 
seems to be the first step towards any more intimate relations between the British North 
American Provinces than those which now exist. The construction even of this work is 
by no means certain: Although this Government, looking at it !lIainly as a means of 
dcfence, has entertained the preliminarics in common with Delegates from the Provinces 
of Nova Scotia and New Brunswick. It is premature just now to speculate upon the 
p~ssi~l? political consequences of an undertaking which may never be consummated. Oer­
~alD It IS, ho~~v.er, tha~ there can b~ n? closer In~ercolonial Union of any kind until 
Incre~sed faClhtle~ for IDter-commUDlcatlOn arc provided; and equally certain that the 
ProvlDces, supposlDg them to be hereafter united, will never contribute to an expensive 
pystem of defence unless it be subject to their own control. Speakin"" for Canada Your 
Excellency's Advisers are sure that this Province will continue to ~laim the ex'clusive 
right of directing the expenditure of the public moneys. 

Your Exce.llency's Advisers now.turn to the general principle which underlies the 
arg:ument of HIS ~r~ce. That the ~Ight of self-government has for a co-relative duty the 
mall~te.nance 0Fpr?VISlOn fo~ defence, IS a proposition which in the abstract, is indisputable; 
but It IS only lDdlsputable 10 the case of Governments of States which are Sovereign in 



t.hemselves j as between Ii. Colony and the l'afent State, it cannot be said to elttst in the 
same sense . 

. A B~ti8h Colony. mw:t submit to all the conseque~ceB of conHict produced hy the 
pohcy whl~h Her Majesty s Government may carry: out In the interest of the Empire at 
large. I~ IS not enough that a Colo~y,. en~owed with self-government, provides for the 
preservatIOn of peace and order wlthlD Its own boundaries. It is not enouO'h that a 
Colony so situated must endure all the consequences of a line of acHon which "its own 
Legislat.ors have no voice in orig.in.a~ing.and towards the termination of which they c,m 
do nothlDg. A further responslblhty IS held to attach to the Colonial relation. ~\he 
Colony although the theatre of ruinous hostilities, must furnish its quota in aid of the 
Imperal Army and contribute a share to the attendant expenditure. 

In the case of Canada the strongest advocates of the new theory of the Colonial 
relation are compelled to admit that an exception to the general rule must be made. Even 
they who demand the wit~drawal of all Troops from .self-governing Colonies are obliged 
to concede that some speCial allowance must be made m favor of Canada. 'rheir reasons 
fOIl' an exceptional policy towards this Province are apparent; situated on the border of a 
vast and powerful Republic, with a frontier extending upwards of a thousand miles with 
no d.eep back country to sustain it, !1nd acoessible in case of war at numerous points; it is 
admitted that qanada should b.e aSSisted to the full extent of the Imperial resources. The 
Despatch of HIS Grace seems m some measure to conflict with this view. His Grace while 
promising liberal assistance eonten~s that any available supply of regular Troops would be 
unequal to the defence of the Provmce, and that" the main dependence of such a country 
for defence" must be upon its own people. Y our Excellency's Advisers would not be 
faithful to their own convictions or to the trust reposed in them if they withheld an 
expression of their belief, that without very large assistance any efforts or sacrifices of 
which the people of the Province are capable would not enable them successfully and for 
any lengthened period to repel invasion from the neighbouring Republic. They have 
relied for protection in some degree upon the fact, that under no conceivable circumstances 
will they provoke war with the United States, and if therefore Canada should become the 
theatre of war resulting from Imperial Policy, while it would cheerfully put forth its 
strength in the defence of its soil, it would nevertheless be obli!!;ed to rely for its protec­
tian mainly upon Imperial resources. And in such an event it is their opinion that they 
would be justified in expecting to be assisted in the work of defence with the whole 
strength of the Empire. 

. It is not necessary at this btage of their history to put forward assurances of the 
readiness of the Canadian people to assume whatever responsibilitie~ belong to them assllb· 
jects of Her Majesty. Their devotion has been exhibited too often to be open to doubt 
or depreciation. They have made sacrifice9 that should relieve them :fom s~spicion, and 
which Her Majesty's Government should remember as a pledge of their fidehty. No pOf· 
\ion of the Empire is exposed to suffering lIud sacrifices equal. to those which would 
inevitably fall upon this Province in. ~h.e event of war with the U:Dlted St~tes .. No prob~ble 
cOlhbination of regular Troops or Militia, would preserve our sot! from IDvadlllp.; afmlCS; 
and no fortune which the most sanguine dare hope for would prevent our most flourishing 
districts from being the battle field of the w~r. Our t~ade would be brought to a stand­
still; our industry would he paralyzed; our nchest farmlDg lands.devastated; our towns and 
villages destroyed; homes, happy in peace, .would be rendered m.lserahle. by war, aDd all 8i 

the result of events for the production whICh Canada w?uld b~ ID no wise acc~~lDtable. 
Your Excellency'S Advisers advert to these contlDgencles of our pOSitIOn, not to 

justify inaction but to shew the unfairness of demands predicated upon alleged selfish· 
ness and sloth on the part of Canada. The~ simply point to consequen~es which .it !s 
criminal to conceal and to dan"'ers which it IS folly to deny. So far as their own pohcy IS 

concerned they are content to ~ely upon a fair interpretation of the measures they have 
adopted and others that arc in contemplation. . ., . 

They have reminded Your Excellency that the appropnatlon ohtamed from Parha-
ment is as large as the state of the finances wi~l allow it to. be,. and they. have glanced ~t 
their plans for the purpose of proving the Wisdom and JustICe of their course. Their 
anxiety is to do all that ought to be done, and to do this ill a manner acceptable to the 

Province. 
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They have a right to claim, therefore, that their exertions shall be considered in the 
temper and the light in which they hne been undertaken. Confident that time will 
vindicate the sagacity of their measures and the loyalty of the Canadian people, they 
will be happy to learn that their efforts receive the approval of Her Majesty's Government. 

Whether this hope be realized or not, they are s1tisfied that they are acting in con­
formity with the wishes and interests of the people whose confidence elevated them to 
their present responsible position, and whose will they are bound in all cases to respect. 

Tne Committee of the Executive Council respectfully recommend that a copy of the 
accompanyin~ Memorandum be transmitted by Your Excellency to the Secretary of Statc 
for the Colonies, as containing the views of Your Excellency's Advisers on the questions 
discussed in Hi! Grace's Despatch of the 21st August, 1862. 

Certified. 
WM.H. LEE, 

O.E. O. 
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