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SHIPWRECK AND SUFFERIN55 

j)P THE CREW AND PASSENGERS OF "H~ 

BRIG NEPTUNE. 

AFTER an absence of nearly three yens 
from my native country, on the 25th day of Novem­
ber, 1829. I shipped as first mate on board the brig 
Neptune, Captain Charles Mason, for a v<>yage from 
Bri~tol (Eng.) 10 Quebec; with the promise ofthere 
receiving my discharge, and with the intention of 
proceeding from thence to the city of New-York, 
where, I supposed, I had an aged and widowed moth­
er living. I had flattered myself with the prospect. 
of a short and pleasant voyage, but so far from. its 
being realized, it was my misfortune to experience a 

, sad reverse-the rno~t remarkable events of which, I 
ruust 8I!g liberty to relate as they occurred, wilhout 
ernament or art-I am bllt little uRed to writing, the 
reader must not> therefore, expect to meet with an~ 
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mannE'f of elegance in my stile. in which he will liod 
no~hing but tbe frank language ofi. sailor, which I 
hope, will be accepted as an apology tor it~ incorrect· 
ness. We set sail about nine A. M. with seventeen 
souls on board, including the captain'~ wife and two 
sons, one six and th~ other eight years of age. The 
wind continued with little variation filvourable, and. 
(he weather not unpleasant, unln late in the after­
noon of the 2d of January, when we experienced a 
shift of ,vind nearly a·head, which frOID Its rapid in· 
erease, and beclouded and tbreatening aspect of the 
horizon, was considered as a sure indication of an ap­
proaching storm-at twelve at nigbt, the wind in­
creased almost to a burricane; but having a stallnch 
good vessel, and as we supposed a plenty of sea ro~m, 
we, at its commencement, apprebended but little 
danger, but in tbis we too soon filund our mistake, 
for baving now reached a cold latitllde, in an inclem­
ent season, and the wind rather increasing than abat­
ing, in tbe morning of the Sd, tbe sails and the rigging 
became so stiff witb ice, as to render the brig almost 
unmanageable, and tbe 'lin being completely ob­
scured and hidden from 01Jr light by thick clouds, 
and preventing an observation, we were left to the 
mercy of the winds, wbich were driving us we knew 
Dot wbither, but in the opinion of all, far out of our 
course, as it afterward proved-wbat we all suffered 
from the intense cold (particularly the wife and chil­
dren of the poor unfortunate captain) can be best 
£on~eived by such ot my sea·fllring bretbren, whose 
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fate it may have been to navigate these northern lati" 
tudes in mid-winter-sE'vpral of our most ablE' bodied 
beamen became so fro~t bitten, as to be unable to 
stand on thpir feet, and to adll to ou\' misfortune, our 
water froze to a solid cake of ice, which we were 
obliged to cut 01I' in small pieces and dissolve i!J 
our mouths. 

Such was our situation· from the second to thE' 
twelfth of January, when in the evening about nine 
o'clock, in as violent a snow storm as was ever prob­
ably flxperienced by man, and which so obscured 
every thing from our view, as to prevent our dis­
cerning an object of the brig's size twice her length 
ahead. amid the roar of the willd and waves, the un· 
welcomed sound of breakers were heard, and in 
twenty minutes after the brig struck-alas, what a 
scene of distress now ensued !--excl amations of hor­
ror and despair becamE' general-and the lementa­
tions of the poor unfortunate female, and her two 
helpless children, were sufficient to melt the hardest 
heart !-they all clung to the husband and parent 
begging for that protection! which it was not in the 
power of any human heing to afford them--the masts 
being loosened by the shock, quivered over our 
heads, and the sails were torn in a tbousand pieces 
-indeed, the fury of the storm-the dalknpss of 

. the night--the dashing of the wavps against our stran<!­
ed brig, and the pro~pect of an immediate death j 

which we werp all in momentary expectation of-cre­
ated a scene of horror past descriptiou- but in what· 
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ever situation fate may place mankind, however ~is. 
tressing, it is an acknowledged fact, that life is sweet, 
and each one of U8 was endeavouring to pre~erve it 
by clin~ing or lashing ourselves to tht' wreck--but in 
this all were Dot §uccessful, fOf at . day's dawn it was 
discovered that four of oor number were'missing, 
whom it was conjectured became 80 frozen as to be 
unable to help themselves, and were washed over­
board-yet contrary to the eJ'pectations of every 
other soul on board, the captain's wife and two chil­
tlren were (oond among the living 

The day dawnl'd, but only to present us if pos­
sible with a more melancholly 'view of oUl'osihlation­
land was indeed discernable ahead, but without the 
appearance of being inhabited, and at so great a dis­
tance that an attempt to reach it with oor boats (lr 
by swimmin~; ;Jppeared to promise nothing but the in­
evetable destruction of ollr lives, for the wavee agi­
tated by the winds rolled and broke with such vio­
lence against the rocks, which were not di8cernable 
above the 8urfllce of the water, that had any attempt­
ed it he must have run the risk of being launched 
hack into the main ocean, or d'lshed to pieces agalnst 
the rocks, Several hours pa~sed thus, witliout our 
being able to conclude what was best to be done in 
our deplorable situation-to remain much longer in 
that in which we then werp, all believed impossible, 
as the brig's stern was alrearly stove in by the waves 
and there was no certainty that she would hold togeth­
el' frqm one minute to another I and should it have 
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proved otherwise. anti we have attempted til remain 
anothl¥' night on the wreck. all mu~t have perish~d, 
8~ ollr fire hdd become extinguished and without a 
pOHibility to rekindle it, and if enabled to resist the 
calls of hunger tbe cold was too piercing to be long 
eadured' 

In this awful delima, we coul·] do nothing more than 
to huddle ourselves together on the quarter deck, 
lind thus attp.mpt to contract heat one from another, 
placing the unfortunate motber and her two wretched 
offspring in the centre-while thus situated, little 
expecting any olher deliverance than that produced 
by deatb, every suppliant hand was raised in petition 
to Providence to afford us some unforeseen means of 
escaping to the sbore. There nevp.r could be a more 
fervent petition.- Heaven at length, seemed to look 
down with pity and compa~sion on our miseries­
truly we could eay the Lord is a prayer answering 
God-for when we little expected it, of a sudden. 
the wind began to abate, and tbe agitation of tbe 8ea 
in a measure to subside, illsomuch tbat one of our 
hands wbo was supposed to be the be~t swimmer on 
board, having contemplated the distance to the shore, 
resolved to attempt the I,assage at tbe risk of hi! life, 
observing tbat he could but die in the attempt, and 
if such should be his fate he ~houh! conceive him­
self better off than to be doomed to pass anotber nigbt 
on the wreck--thus resolved .he plunged into the 
sea, and we saw bim for Dlany minutes attempting to 
~ombat with the waves, which sometimes hurried 

B 



Hl SHIPWRECK OF THE 

him forward almost to touch the shore, then wasfied' 
back into the deep, disappearing for some .:wnutee,. 
and appearing again only to be seen dasbed against 
the rocks--tbe pour fellow became allength exbaust· 
ed and sunk to rise no more. 

Our number was now reduced to twelve miserable 
souls, wbo could not but view tbemselves in a situa­
tion worse tbm that of tbeir unfortunate companion 
whom they had seen perish before their eyes, but 
whose sufferings .were at an end. As we could now 
6nly look to Heaven for deliverance, we did not for 
a !Iloment suspend our prayers and supplications, and 
I truly believe tbat we did not pray in vain, for tbe 
wind continued to abate and tbe sea became less bois­
terou8, insomucb that at n(lon, we began to turn our 
-attention to tbe boat, whicb although in a leaky con­
dition, and so filled with ice as to render it extremely 
difficult to launcb ber, yet there was now but ane al­
ternative left us, either to attempt the passage at the 
hazard of our lives, or to remai .. where we were and 
pel'ish together, for not one soul of us could have 
survived another night. 

After much bard lahour we succeeded in getting 
the boat overboard, and by casting lots, determined 
who of us should attempt the first passage-it fell to 
five, including myself and the Captain's wife and· 
ehlest son, which was all the boat wonld contain 
with any degree of safety. Before lea'ving the wreck 
a coil of spare rigging was rut into the boat, one end 
.r which was attached to the brig's foremast, with 
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"~ich it was the intention of those left on boald to 
lVarp back the boat if we should be so fortunate as to 
succeed in reaching the shore, whi-:h with but very 
feint hopes of doing we at parting shook each of our 
shipmates by the hand, and bid them an affectonate 
adieu, expecting that if we ever met them again, it 
would in all probability be in another world-the sep­
eration of the captain aDd hi~ wife and little son, was 
affecting beyond descrIption. All things nc..w being 
in readiness, the word was given" cast off!" and in 
a moment ollr crazy bark was monnted on the white 
foaming surf to half the height of the brig's main mast 
-we yet however possessed sufficient strength with 
our oars to keep her head to the shore, and when 
but a little distance from the wreck a prodigious wave 
took liS in an illstant to more t:Jan half the distance r 

and a second in quick sllcces~ioD threw us with vio­
'Ieoce upon a sandy shore. 

As soon as we were all so fortunate as to recover 
Qur feet, we displayed ooe of our hats in the air, 
which was extended upon the end of an oar, the 
signal agreed upon of our safe landing, befol'ewe 
'luit the wreck. In a moment it was answered by 
he boat's shooting back throug h the foaming surf, L,y 
aid of the warp~-and in abollt half an hour. we had 
the satisfaction to see the boat returning with Ihose 
who were left on board the wreck. This was how­
ever a satis(actioll which was but a few moments en­
joyed-fate had determined that thpse poor fellows 
sbould be ,less fortunate tban ourselves, for when 
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within about twenty rods of the shore, they were met 
and capsized by the surf! we now gave them all up 
as lost, as we conceived that not one could reach the 
shore ullless by a miracle-in thi~ we were however 
mistakP.D~ for a great swell in an in~tant aftel' threw 
the unfortunate captain within our reach, and we 
were so iortunate as to rescue him from a watery 

grave, and without his having apparently sustained 
very great bodily injury-but, destruction notwith­
standing seemed to have selected this truly unfortu­
nate man, as a victim! for no sooner did he behold 
his little son driven to and fro, and the sport of the 
foaming billows, than breaking from the bold of those 
who attempted by force to deter him, in a fit of des­
peration, he a~lIin threw himself into the sea and was 
bimself500n compellerilo yield to the unconquerable 
impetuosity of the slIrf, without being able either to 
afford protection to his child or to save himself-the 
lifeles9 corps of both Were a few moments after 
thrown upon the shore, and produced a melancholly 
spectacle for his surviving companion and child to be­
hold, and whose feelings on an occasion like this may 
be better imagined than described I-for more than 
One hour the wretche!! wom3n remained kneeling and 
weeping by the side of the lifeless bodie& of her un­
(Ilrtunate husband and child, and could not he remov~ 
ed but by force! 

By great exe,rtion we were enabled to save the life 
of one more of our shipmates I' hich tho:; last boat con. 
tained--whcn nearly exhausted, he was so fortunate 
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aido seize upon a rope which was thrown to him, and 
bxwhich he was drawn on shore-the number of 
survivors now amounted to no more than six, a­
mong whom was the cook, who fortunately had been 
so wise as to secure fire-works in his pocket pre­
~ious to leaving the brig, which had he failed to have 
done~ our situations would have been no better than 
while on board the wreck, for as'the day was now far 
spent and the night approaching, we must have all per­
ished with the cold had we been deprived ofthe means 
of enkindling a fire. 

For our belter security for the n:gbt, we all retired 
to a thicket a few rods distaot from whele we landed, 
and where, although we were careful to keep up a 
large fire, we suffered very much from the sharp­
ness of the wind, against which we had but an indif­
ferent shelter--the trees by which 'we were encom­
passed. were insufficient to protect us from the snow, 
wbich stilI continued to fall in immense dakes-while 
it soaked tbrough our clotht!s on the side exposed to 
the firE', on our backs it formed a heap wbich we 
were obliged to shake olf before it fraze into ice i 
yet so anxious were my shipmates to render as com­
fortable as possible the situation of the wretched fe­
male and her helpless son, whom fate had deprived 
of a husband and parent, and Dow.placed in a situa­
tion to delDand their protection, that their own sulfer­
ings and deprivations produced not a murmer-we all 
'Pent Ihe dark, gloomy and stormy night, as com­
f.,vlably as could he expected for persons in o,ur 

C 
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wretched condition, yet I think I may say it proved tit 
all a sleepless one, although two nights had passed 
since we had enjoyed a minutes slumber. 

The next morning we began to think more serious .. 
lyon our condition, and what new difficulties would 
most plObabIy attend us. We had esteemed our­
selves fortunate when we succeeded the day prevrous 
in making oor miraculous escape, but ceased to feel 
that degree of sati.faction, when we looked forward to 
our future safety--we were to all appearance ca~t 
upon a wild anel uninhabited coast-we could per­
ceive nothing before us hut II thick and almost impen­
etrable forest, and the ground cove'red with snow of 
more than two feet in depth,. and without any other 
sustenance than a small keg of beef, and a bag of hard 
bread, which W1)S fortunately thrown into the boat in 
her first trip to the shore-nor were we without ap­
prehensions of being attacked by wild beasts, or with 
meeting with savagps, not less to be dreaded ..... for in 
either case we were not possessed with any thing that 
deserved the name of weapon, with which to defend 
ourselves ..... alJd to add to our wretchedness, we had 
dependent upon U8 for suppo~t lind protection an af­
flicted and helples5 female, lind her son, a tender 
youth not exceeding eight years of age! indeed the 
more we reBecte"d on our miserable and helpless sit­
uation, the more we were on the eve <lfbeing_driven' 
to despair. 

As it was impossible for us at tbllt inclement sea­
son, and with the ground, covered with so great a 
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depth of snow, to attempt to penetrate the thick forest 
in search ofinhabitantri with any possibility of success. 
it was by all agreed that our wisest plan 1V0uid be to 
erect with rotten' logs and branches of trees, as com­
fortable an habitation as our means would admit, and 
which might serve us for a shelter, until the snolv 
should become so diminished in depth, either by rain 
or the rays of the sun, as to render travelling less 
difficult-in doing this we had a twofold object in 
view, for by encamping near the sea shore, and in fair 
view of tbe wreck, which still lay stranded upon the 
rocks, exposed tl) a tremendous surf, from her it was 
not impos~ible that we might obtain ~ome necessary 
al'tides offood or clothing; as it was the opinion of 
all that she could [Jot hold topether much longer, her 
stern having nearly disappeared and the surf making 
a clear breach over her--in this we were all soon 
Badly disappointed, for in the course of the night of 
the'13th, the wind having shifted from sOlllh,we8t to 
It norlh·east point, early in 'the 'morning of the 15th, 
not a vistage of the wreck, was to be discovered; nor 
were we able afterward to determine whether she 
was driven from the rocks by the strong winds from 
the N. W. to sea, or Bunk in deep water in the im­
mediate vicinity of the reRf on which she had founder­
ed. 

The dismal appreheD3ions we were linder, in COD­
sequence ,of having our fondest hopes thus suddenly 
and ,uDexvectedly blasted, can be better ilD~gined than 
described-Ive found ourselves at mid·winter on a 
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wild, ilnd apparently uninhabited part of the coast~ 

fatigued, sickly, and ahnost destitute of food and 
c1oathing-nothing remained but to commit ourselves 
to kind providence, and make the best of our situa­
tion. On .the 16th and 17th, we were employed in 
scraping away the snow and in building a sort of hat, 
under a cliff adjoining the sea-side, 'to secure us from 
the inciel1.oency of the weather--here we remained 
four days, in as comfortable II flituation as could be 
expected, as we did not want for fuel, the piercing 
keen air was in a great measure expelled from our 
hilt, 'by the means of a great fire which we kept con­
etantly burning night and day--as our only food was 
salt beef and hard hread, we c!lntrived to freshen tbe 
former by removing to Ollr hut a hollow stump, closed 
at one end and about four feet in length, and by 61-
ling it with snow and ice, which was dissolved by 
means of hot stones obtained from the shore, anu into 
which after the ice had become so dissolved, we de­
posited our beef, cut into small slices, which were 
afterward br·oiled on the coals. 

The situation of our unfortunate female compan. 
ion, and her little son, was rendered as comfortable 
as our means would admit of, £tor ought I to omit 
mentioning, that they both exhibited that degree of 
fortit:Jde, and resignation, amid their afflictions, that 
1 should have supposed hardly possible had I not beeD 
an eye witness therp-t.o-while we were employed 
either in repairing or improving our hut or in devising 
means til render Our food more palatable, their - time 
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was almost wbolly occupied in ~olemn devotion-in 
prayer to tbe I\lmighty, supplicating bis mercy and 
kind interposition in our favour! and I am not now 
asbamed to say to the world, that as regards the well­
fare of my own immortal soul, the prayers of the 
pious muther, and her littlll Son (particularly the 
latter, but eight ycars of age) were productive oftbe 
1D0st h'lPpy effects-it sent arrows of conviction to 
my soul, and caused me to cry aloud "Lord have 
mercy on me, the chief est of sinners !"_yes; reader, 
of whatever persoasion you may he, permIt me to de­
clare to you, that that important happy moment, will 
never be forgotten by me, when the Almighty in his 
infinite goodness, 'was pleased to speak peace to my 
soul! when I met with conviction and cOBversion in 
the wild wilderness, t,hrough the instrumentality of B • 

ohild !-and who, permit me to ask, can for a mo­
ment doubt the goodness, the omnipresence of the 
Almighty? to Him we have the promise that we ~ha\) 
have free excelS, whatever may be our cundition, or 
in whatever situation fate may have piliced us, if we 
come to Him witb a contrite and penitent heartl 

Early in the morning of the 20th, CJiscovering tbat 
the snow had become sufficiently encrusted to bear 
us, it was by us resolved that three of our numbel' 
should set out on a tour of discovery, leaving one to 
remain wita Mrs. Masoo and ber son, until our re­
turn, which we .promised should be in four days, 
ilhould we be eO fortunate as to make or should we 
ftot make any discovery of inhabitailts--providing for 
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ourselves a sufficient quantity ofthe food to which we 
had been confined for severnl days, about 10 ,A. 1\1. 
we took an afiectionate leave of those we left behind 
(having requested theil' Ilrayers in our absence) we 
set fourth with beavy hearls, taking a COllfse wst­
ward, as nearly as we could judge by the points of 
the compa~8. We found our course frequently im­
peded in the first day's travel, by thick underwood, 
aod almost impenetrable swamps; to avoid which, in 
some instances we were compelled to take circuitous 
routs of some miled. NeJlrly an hour before sunset, 
we became so exhausted as to compel us tll seek a shel­
ter for the night, beneath a shelving rock, where, 
with a comfortable fire, we were enabled to repo@e 
until morning. 

We early arose, and after partaking of our humble 
repast, we again put forward, still bending our course 
to the We6t, but witbllut meeting with any thing 10 en­
courage us tbat we should be so fortunate as to dis­
cover the objPct of our pursuit. We tbis day as in 
tbe former, met with many obstacles in our journey 
almost of too difficult a nnture to be surmounted by 
ISS, in our wea!!; and debilitated state-sometimes bigh 
and impassable ledge~. would present themselves in 
our course, and then a wide extending miry marsh, 
thickly covered with small brush, and creeping bri­
an, and through which it is 1I0t improbable that no 
human being evp.r attempted to pass. 

Having about noon arrived in an exhausted ,tate, on 
be lummit of a very high bill, andbebolding notb. 
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lng allOund us on either side but a boundless forest, as 
far as tbe eye sigLt could extt'nd, wt' came to a balt~ 
Dnd belJ a consultation among ourselves whether it 
would not be more prudent for us to retun., than to 
attempt to proceed any further in the course we had 
been travelling, and withou~ the most distant prospect 
of meeting with deliverance; as in our whole jour­
ney, we ·had not met With any thing that could sRtisfy 
us, that the country was inhabited by hu~an beings; . 
but not improbably abounded with wild animals, pe­
culiar to a cold climate; as we several times saw at 
a distance what, from inform~tion. we hale since re­
ceived, we suppose might have been bears, moose, 
and deeor. There was indeed another very great rea· 
son why we should return, for by penetrating further 
into the country, we possiLly might meet with insu­
perable difficulties, in our attemp's to find our way 
back again to wh.ilt we now called our home-it was 
therefore concluded by all that it was most I,rudent to 
retrace'our steps, while our tracks still visible on the 
surface ofthe snow, would serve us for a guide. 

Without meeting with any thing remarkable, or 
worthy of notice, we succeeded in reAching the hut 
late in the aflernGon of the 23d, and found our com­
panions in the same condition as "hen we It'ft them. 
-We hdd no occasion to inform thl'm of our ill suc­
ce~s, as ugarded the flattering b9pes that we bad en­
tertained of meeting with inhabitants, they too plain­
ly saw it depicted in ou counteqances;, and for the 
momeut, caused in all a very great depreSSion of 
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spir!ts- and how could it bp. o~herwi!e ?-W8 had 
thought ourselves peculiarly fortunate in reaching the 
shore, but we began no" to think ourselves less 80, 

than those of our sbipmall.·s who had found a wat~r1 
grave, and whose troubles were at an end I-our pros­
peCts were indeed gloomy beyond description I-we 
had food sufficient but for a few days longer, and 
without arms and ammunition with which we could 
procure subsistence-our only cloHthing was, that 
wbich we wore on our backs, and at tbat inclement 
season of the year, tb~ ground being covered with 
snow, of more tban twenty inches in depth! preven­
ted ollr obtaining any tbing calculated to sustain us ; 
nor did the shore afford shell-fish of any kind that we 
could discover-so that we could not but view our­
selves the most wretched and miserable of all hllman 
beingc ! in a state of wretcbedness from which death 
alone could deliver us ! 

But ill' this we were mistaken-there was one, 
blessed be God, tbat was able and willing to deliver 
us in his own good time-truly may it be said, tbat""""' 

"God moves iD a mysterio!ls way-·-
His wODders to perform;" 

on an uninhahited coast, in the midst of a wild wil­
derness, aDd amid all our affiictioDs and depri'Pations; 
the Almighty in his tender mercy was pleased to visit 
U8 in a OIaDner we little expected-and there wr~ught 
II good work for us,wbich no man witbout his aid could 
have accompliAbed'-:even that of the conversion of 
our precious souls I-yes, through the in&trumental-
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ity, of a lad, yet of infant yean, we were brought 
to see how uuprepared we were· to meet i!eath­
which we could nO.t but believe fast approaching in 
its most horrid forms-it wa$ a subject which prob­
ably had never previously occupied our minds, for a 
moment-for myself, I can say, 'that until within a 
few days. the necessity of a preparation of my soul 
for eternity, was a subject so foreign from my mind, 
that 1 had scarcely talten pains to ;lc,quaint my!elf 
witll the meaning of the '9ord "immortality" -nor do 
I think that my shipmates, who had been my com­
panions in misery, had been less careles~, in this re­
spect-but I do indeed rejoice, that I have It in my 
power to·.say, that they too became so sensibly affect­
ed, and their feelings so powerfully wrought upon, 
by the prayers and pious exhortations of the youth, 
that they required little urging to unite with myself' 
and the aftlicted mother and son, in our supplications 
for.mercy I-it was from Heaven alone that we could 
expect relief-and such was now the stdte of our 

. minds, tbat it became a pleasing devotion for us al-
·most every hour to kneel down, and to pour out our 
souls to God-and when not lhus engaged, in listening 
to the pious admonitions of the dear youth, who, like 
an angel commissioned from on high, to administer 
peace and comfort to 0\lr souls, ceased nol to ex:hort 
us 10 put our trust in one, who was both able and 
willing to save all who would come to him, humble 
aDd penitent. confessing their sins. 
il Nor ought we to doubt a moment that our prayers 

D 
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were heard and answered-for when on tbe ver1 
brink of despair, doomed, as we could not but sup­
pose olll'seives, to end our dilYs and to remain undis­
covered and unburied in a' wild and unfrequented 
wildernes~-cl'owded and immured in a wretched hut, 
scarcely sufficient to shelter us (rolD the piercing cold, 
the whole inside o(which became lined with a crust of 
ice"':"and although on an allowance of one bis::uit and 
two or three ounces of salt beef each. per day, yet 
of this there was not a sufficient stock to sustain us 
twenty days I-such, indeed, was our wretchell con­
dition, and such our awful forbodings, when there 
was experienced by all a sudden and unexpected tran­
sition in' our minds, from the most glooDlY 'and des­
ponding reflections, to that of the most cheering sen­
sations j to which nothing can bear a compari!on, but 
a mind agonized in sleep by frightful apprehensions of 
approaching danger, and suddenly awaking and find­
ing it but imaginary-a dream! All complaint~ and 
murmers from this moment ceased-as not a doubt 
remained on tbe minds of anyone of us, but that the 
Almighty wouM deliver us, and that the hour of our 
deliverance was not tar distant. 

It was on the morning of the 29th (having previ­
ously concluded it best among ourselves, that another 
tour of discovery should be made) three of us, who 
were considered in the best condition, set out for the 
purpose., We concluded to bend our cour~e as be­
fore, westward-and as it was natural to suppose that 
there Dlight be ales8 depth of snow neaf tbe sea coast, 
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we ~hn .. gbt it lJIost advisable to follow that, as near as 
the surf would admit of-in doing this we were en­
couraged with a hope, that we. might possibl,t ,fall in 
with the wreck of our !)wn, or some other ves~el, 
from which something that might serve for food, or 
cio!thing. might be obt'lined ; which, if in the most 
perishable slate" would have been very ac.ceptdble to 
us, in our Ihen destitute condition. Our hopes in 
this respect were not however realized, and we had 
travelled all the day of the 29th, and a' part of the 
30th, without m~llting with a single object, or wit­
nessing P. change of scene to encourage us. About 
noon, baving come to a halt, on an eminence, and 
while in th~ act of sharing to each his allowance for 
the day, the report of a gnn, to our inexpressible 
joy, was heard, and so distinctly, as to render it cer­
tain tbat it could not have been discharged at a very 
great distance from us. 

The repor,t appearing to have proceeded from a di­
rection south west, we immedIately started in that 
ilirection, uniting our voices and raismg a loud halloo, 
every nllw and ·then, as we proceeded, which was 
finally answered by it loud shrill screach, or what is 
more properly -termed, an Indian yell! -regardlefs 
frGID whom or what it migl.t proceed, whether friend 
or foe, we redoubled our pace, ann was soon brought 
in view of one of the tawney sons of the fore~t, clad 
from head to fOOl :n a garment offur, 'and l!rmed with 
a lI!lllsket-we now came to a halt, and for a moment 
pB\18Id-:-fearflll that by too suddeD aD advance, the 
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Indian (who stood as motioroley as II atatue, wj~h bit 
eyes fixed steadfastly upon us) might become alarmed, 
and hastily fly from our presence, and thereby de­
prive us of the much desired interview. Recollect·. 
ing at the moment. of having· heard that among some 
ofthe.Savages ofNorth-"merica, a green bough was 
an emblem of peace, and of a pac inc disposition, I 
seiJ:ed a branch of pine, and with it advancing a few 
paces a-head of my two companioull. exclaimed afear 
not, we are your friends," whieh, to our great joy, 
appeared to be well understood by our new discover­
ed friend and benefactor (as he afterward pl'oved 
himself) who instantly rl'plied in very broken eng­
lish, "you no fear, me friend !"-on whiCh, without 
further parley, we fearlessly approached each other. 
when presenting our hands, they were good natured­
Iy grasped and shook by the savage, as a token of 
friendship. 

Having seated ourselv'es upon a dry Jog, we gave 
him a brief account of our shipwre.ck, and the manner 
in which we had been enabled to subsist since that 
unfortunate event-to which he listened with much 
apparent atte!ltion, we communicating by sigos what 
he was ullable to unde\'st~nd by words. In turn, hI! 
gave us as intelhgent account ofhim~elf, as hi~ im­
perfect knowledge of the language would admit of­
be represented himself to be one of the Esquimaux 
tribe, and p"inting to the north, observed tbat "he 
came frolD a co.mtry as fdr that way, as the great isl. 
and (Newfoundland) was that way," pointing wesL--
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,'-at for several winters he bad made tbese bis quat"­
ten, for the purpose of bunting tbe bear and deer, 
for their skins; which in the ,spring, he conveyed 
and disposed of to a company of fur traders, who re­
sided in a wbite settlement eight or nine days travel 
louth.west (BeUisle)-tbat he had built bim a com .. 
~l1ahle cabin~ or wigwam, in wbich he reposed nights. 
and which be represented as situated but a few hours 
travel dilltance from where we tben were; tbat bis 
only companion was a faithful dog, and tbat bis but 
was sllfticiently spacious to hold us all-that he bad 
prDvision In plenty, his dog and gun never failing to 
keep him supplied with fresh meat in abundance, and 
concluded by assuring liS that we were welcome to 
make this our home, until we could provide our­
selves with another and betler. 

Having informed him of the situation of our unfor­
t:lnate companions, whom ",e bad left behiud, he 
Teadily agreed to accompany liS to where they were, 
anc! to assist us in tbeir removal, but stated that it 
would be first oecessary for him to return to hi$ cabin, 
to provide himse'lf with ~ome few necessOiries, and te 
which we wiHingly accepted of his invitation to ac­
company him -we found ,it as he had represented, Il 

comfortable dwellin~ in every respect, aDd "ornpara­
tively a palace to our own miserable shelter-we 
were presented with a well cured ham of venson (of 
which he had several.) and of which, as the reader 
may suppose, we made a delicious meal-nor did we 
foreet to return tbanks to God, for this remarkable 

E 
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manifestation of his kind and tender merey, in send. 
ing that relief which we had so ferveptly praYed fol'~ 

Having sufficiently satisfied our appetites, we set 
out on our return, to bear the joyful tulings of our 
good fortune to ouJ' friends, accompanied by our 
kind benefactor, whom we found very se'rvi.;:eable II! 

II guide, as well as for the important informatioB that 
be was enabled to impart to U8, as regarded tbp. best 
mode of travelling. With revived spirils, we reach­
ed the spot of our destinatIOn about noon of February 
the second, and communicated to our friends the par­
ticulars of our adventures,and the good Sllcces" whicb 
had attended us-which was received with a tran-' 
sport of joy-the grotesque appearanee of our Indian 
friend, garbed as he was, in skins, on his first intro­
duction, produced rather an unfavourable impression 
on the ~inds of our female companion and her little 
son, bllt a moments interview, was sufficient to re­
move all apprehensions a! regarded their personal 
safety ; ~a"tl prepllrations were not delayed for an im­
m~diate remove fro~ a place where we had suffered 
too much, f6i- which to feel any degree of attachment. 

Our greatest fears now were that Mrs. Mason, IInil 
her son, unaccustomed to hardshi'p. would not'be a­
ble to perform the journey-but in this we were very' 
"much eneouraged bv DIU Indian 'friend, who 'engaged 
-\0 go forward, and at the di.!ance of every mile to 
build fire.-having supplied each with such garments 
o~ our own liS we could spare, we ~et out about the 
ruilldle oC the afternoon of the same day ,our Indian 
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g!li~ft;P,o~eedjDg us at the distance of about one mile 
ahe~. !lDd fuiled Dot in his promise in preparing for 
us a tg)od fire, at tbe distances mentioned; which 
was found not very uncomfprtable, particularly as re­
garded our female companion and her son, who aI­
tlwugh, the air was piercing, uttered not a complaint 
.....,.ah, lJ'ue it is, tbat the Almighty will "temper 'the' 
storm to the shorn lamb !" 

. Tbe knowledge which our guide fortunately pos­
sesed of the ehortest and best route, enabled us with­
out being much fatigued, to reach the place of our 
destination ellrly in the eiening of the 3d-so happi­
ly rlii3ppointed were my cOlDpanions, (to whom I had 

'attempte.d to give a feint deHcription of the habitation 
of our Indian friend) to find it so much more conven­
ient and comfortable tban what they had anticipated, 
as tp cause them almost to conclude that their troubl~' 
were at an end, and their deliverance complete.­
The wigwam was of simple construction-three or 
four poles, of ten Of twelve feet in length, were 
stuck in a ciJ:c1e with their tops gathered to a point. 
and secured by a few strips of green hide--the whole 
was covered witl} skins, of which there was a suffi­
!:ient Dumber to ellclude effectually the cold, at the 
tOI' 'was an aperture to let out the smoke, the fires 
beiag IIIw8Y8 built in the centre-near the aperture 
were hung hams of venson to slDoke for summer's use 
7the but WIIS of sufficient size to shelter eight or 
Din~ persons, very comfortably. the internal part of 
which was well lined with fur skine. and "wch a~ 
afforded r..omforlaWe betidi"", 



is SHIPWRECK OF THE 

We were treated kindly by our Indian friend a.tI 
benefactor, who spared no pains in rendering our sit­
uation (during our two days residence at his hut) all 
comfortable a9 possible-the greatest inconvenience 
th~t attended us, was the difficulty of conversing 'witb 
him with tbat fRcility that we could have wish('d; he 
possessing no greater knowledge of tbe en~lish lang­
uage, than what he had obtained in his intercourse 
with the fllr traders and fishermen--in his person, 
there was nothing very diagreeable or prepossesiog­
he was ofsmall statue, inclined to corpulency, and of 
a tawny complexion--his fa.ce very broad, with a 
large mouth, and with black bair and eyes. His onty 
companion was a faithful dog of the Newfoundland 
breed, and to whom he appeared much attached-he 
possessed a good rifle, and appeared well supplied 
with ammunition--his opinions of the immortality of 
the soul, or of the existence of a Supreme 8eiog, ap­
peared very restrictect, yet when we explained t& 
him tbe object of our religious devotions, he appear­
ed much pleased, and manifested a disposition to take 
a part. For the welfare of the unfortunate mother 
~nd her little son, he mdnifested an interest, that would 
h.lve done honoul'to one of more civifized origin­
having humanly presented each with a pair ofmocca­
sons, and a blanket of deer skin, tbe be'tter to protect 
them from the cold. 

Althougb authors in most instancelt may be correct, 
in their opinions of the Indians of North America,. 
tital 'be, are ofa cruel, reveageful, iB,ellorable. fli$-
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pOlitioD, that they will watch whole days unmindful 
of the callQ of nature, and make their way througb 
pathless, and almost unbounded woods, subsisting 
enly on the scanty produce of them, to pursue and Ie­

?enge themselves of an enemy-that they hear un­
moved the piercing cries of such as fall into their 
hands, and receive a diabolical pleasure from the tor­
tures they in6ict on their prisoners-yet, by what I 
Itave mJself experienced, and been an eye witness 
to, J well know that there are exceptions. that there 
are some of a much less unfeeling Savage dipositioD 
-who are social and humane to those whom they 
consider as their friends and ready to partake witb 
them of the last mllrsel, or to risk their lives in their 
):Iehlilf-such an one indeed proved our friend and 
henefactor-nor could we but view it, as an instance 
ef the i~rposition of kind providence, in our favour, 
in deli~eiing us into the hands of one,' so generoos 
and benev?lent-wbose kindness we experienced in 
every instance ;-how different would bave been our 
situations had we met with one, who, more in the 
,eharacter of a savage, migllt not only have withheld 
that aid which we so much stood in need of, but migh 
have robbed us of the few articles of c1oatbin! which 
we had left, and then left us to perish. . 

. i Early in the morning of the 6th (having become 
much recruited, ond made every necessary prepara­
aon for the journey) we left the peaceful asylum of 
our Indian friend-",ho. for a promised reward. bad 
otnllented to accompany us to BeUisle-, .hicb he bad 
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told us that with moderate travelling, we might reac:1I 
in eight or Dine days. The arrartgeiDenls made for 
thi".! journey. were, our Indian guide and one of our 
people were to lead' the way, at the distance of. 
about oue mile-earrying with them 8uch articlelt 
al were necessary 10 enable them to pitch a tent at 
the close of each day, for our ac£omlltDilation at nigh' 
-tires were J.i.kewiee to be enkindled b, them at very 
sbort distaBce~~e remainder of Uil were 'to loHm .. 
in a body, aod tel alford all tbe assistance we posllibly 
could to our female companion and her son. for the 
hetter accomodation of ",oom, we had eonstruded a 
kind of sled, OD whicb they were to be drawn wbere, 
the woodi! an:! ,teciptcee di not prevent. In tliis 
'manner we trayersed '1 country, the very appearance 
of wbich, was sufficient to ,atiefy us that we £oul&t 
never, at th&.t season orthe ,Year, bave passed witbout 
the assistance of our gu,ide-obst}cles would have 
presented that it would have been impossible for us 
to 8UrIDGUDt, and we must oo"e perished with bung­
er or fatiglJe, in makiog tbe attempt. 

Tbrough the mercy of God, (meeting witb a fa­
vourable conveyance flOm the main) we were enabled 
to reacb Bellillle, in the afternoon oftbe 15th, alive, 
although nearly overcome with fatigue; which, so 
far from being unexpected, tbe reader will no doubt 
be sl1rprized that we were 80 long able to support 
Gurselves, under Iuch severe trials, as we had ex­
perienced f~r the three weeks preceding. Wefound 
at Bellisle but a very few wbite inhabitants, and bQt 
.two ,small fishing schoonere, ODe bOIlOO to ~_ .Job~ 
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lind the other to Halifax--from the master of one t 
wbtained on credit' half a dozenjacknives. and'\Is mucb 
powder, as probal1ly might be purchased for four 
1iollars, which I prl!sented our Indian guide and fri,end. 
8S a reward for bis kinll ~ervices; and to whom 1 
feel that I yet owe a debt Clf gratitude,which I fear 
it will never be in my power to r4!pay in the ,manner 
I ought- I can never I'efiectwithout the most grate­
ful sensibility, on tbekind offices of this bumble SOft 

of the forest. 
As Bellisle could afford U8 but a very few pf the 

necessaries, which our enfeebled situations then re­
quired (tbe inhabitants having mostly left it. as they 
were in theJbabit of doing, at the commencement of 
winter) we concluded it bestt\) improve the only op· 
portunity which presented, or probably would pre­
Ben~ for some weeks, to leave the place-accordingly 
myself and surviving shipmates took pa$~age for Hali· 
fax, and Mrs Mason and son, were recei\'ed on bo~rd 
thescho,oner bound to St. Johns (Newfoundland) 
with the intentipn of proceeding from thence to Que­
bec, where she bad' relatives living. Of this unforl~ 
unate lady and pious little son, we took leave wilh 
mutual regret.......:tI~ey baving been for Woore than three 
weeks our compan.ions ID misery, a~ well as for their 
l'eligiou8 counsel, so infinitely irnpOltant as regarded 
our spiritual welfare, had bound IlS in tloe tenderest 
ties of friendship--but we p'arted ",ith Ih!' bappy reo , , 
lecton that our miseries were at an end, &ad on whick 
account. no further anXiety remained as regarded our 
personal welfare. 
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After a somewhat boisterous passage, I in ~aret1 
reached Halifax, where I had the good fortune the 
l!ilme day \0 obtain a pa~sage directto New-York,leav· 
ing the remainder of my shipmates in Halifax. await .. 
ing a passage to Europe; I landed at New-York in tbe 
afternoon of the 28th, where, after much e,nqujry. I 
found that my mother was stiJIliving, Bnd was then re­
siding in the country, about five miles from the city 
-thitber I repaired without delllY, and feel thankful 
to G~d, for his kind mercy in restoring me (al,though 
pennyles!) \0 the arms of a kind and afi'ectionate moth­
er. In my three years absence froDi the land of my 
nativity, and from the presence of an afi'ectionate 
parent, the Ocean has been principally my home; in 
which time I have been made the snbject of. and ex­
perienced many of tbe disasters peculiar to those whit 
navigate tbe deep-oncE: I 'have been broug~ t near 
the grave by pestilential disease--once miraculously 
preserved from drowning; tWIce from ne<::essity pllt on 
an allowance barely sufficient to support nat'lre-and, 
finally, shipwrecked in mid winter IIpqn (to me) an 
unknown and unfrequented coa"t, witb the los8 (my 
life excel,ted) of every tbing but tbe c\oathing upon 
my back.-But, althougb it has been my bard fortune, 
to be thus deprived in an unexpected matiner of tbe 
fruits of many months hard toil, of ellrni.lgs whicb it 
was m~' ardent desire and intention to app.ly to the 
relief anJ Bupport of an aged and infirm, widowed 
mother--Yf!t, I feel that I have thereby obtained a 
blessing. which I ought and do con~eive of inlinitely 



ENGLISH BRIG NEPTUNE, 38 
more value-if it has, as I trust it hall, been produc. 
tive (through the in~lrllmenlality of a pious female) 
of the conversion of my precious soul (for "God 
moves in a mysteriolRl way-His wonders to per. 
form !") I o light , and do view it as one- of the most 
fortunate circulmtancea of my life-and feel -that I 
can say witb the Psalmist, .. f know, 0 Lord, that 
tby judgenrellts are right, aod that thoo, in faithful. 
ness hast afiJidi!d mt!." JOH~ SMITH·, 

MORAL REFLECTIONS. 
. As the foregoing interesting. Narrative. will proba. 
hlv receive au extensive eirculalion, and itis not im· 
probable may fall iltto the hands of some, who may 
yet remain careles'I, and unconcerned, as regards the 
future welfare of their preciolls and immortal souls, 
a few c10eing moral reflections are, by another hand, 
hereunto anneIeil--wbich. while the) may not prove 
unprofitable to any, should they be the means of a. 
wakening aod. refOrming a single individu-al, of the 
dass a~luded to, the writer will consider himself 
amply repaid. fOr his trouble in penning them. 

The melancholly events whicb atteBded Capt. Ma. 
lon, and his crew, in their late voyage <as related in 
the precediftg pagel) were sucb as should teach all 
the uncertainty of life, the danger of delay in the great 
concerns of immortality from dey to day-.human life 
i! "but a vapoul' that ap~areth for a little time. and 
then vanisheth away Itt-time, like a IOIl~ flowing 
.tream, makes haste iIIto.eternity, and is forever lost 
and swallowed up in there; and while it is hastening 
to its period, it sweeps away all things which are no' 

. immorlaJ. 1'bere j@ A lialil appointed by provideDCe: 
F 
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(e the durat(oll of all the pleasant and desirahlE' scen", 
of life, to 0\\1 the works of the hands of men, with aU 
the glories and e][cellencie~ of animal nature, and all 
that is DMde ofiesh anrl blGod. Let us not therelore 
doa:t upon any thing here below, for Heaven hath­
inscribed vanity lIpon it. Mysterious are tbe ways of 
Providence; the same 'Wheel which raises us to day'. 
GO the 51111)0,h. ooruiHed ocean 61fprospeFity, may, 
before the morrow, roll us in tbe stormy sea of ad­
versity-.-mankind, in this worll! are ever subject to' 
·ills, infirmities and disappointments·--pai'n9 and per­
,lexities are tbe long lived plagues of bnman esist· 
ence-but, Reli!:ion, is the balm thaI heats those' 
wounds--it was this·, no- "aubt, toot preserved and. 
snpported the unfortunate Mrs. Mason, and her lit· 
ere .;on r when doomed to experience one of ibe se­
verest trials ef this life···when doomed to witness the 
,JIlelduchofly fate of an affeclwnale hus·lJand. and p~r· 
eDt, and a beTo-ved child aoo brolhe, !.··j"t was at this­
'rying.moJBeilt that he sent Religion and reason to­
theil' atd F and bKi them net t. grieve for them whom' 
thpy could not, and' ought oot wish 10 recal); to Ihie 
.roublesome world. The comsideratioo or the &or· 
rows orthis life, and the glories sf tlte next, is our 
best s·IlP'Pl)r~-·.dark. at'e the wayt' or pro.-idenee while 
we are w,.,tpped III' ill mortality; but, cOIl'l'il'lC'ed there 
is a Gor!, we must hope and bel ie'l'e, tOOt aU is right',-

Kind reader. whatever may ",e thy faok in life •. 
ifthol) wwtd wish til be happy in tbis wo-rlrl~ and t~ 
seCUTe a ~ertainty of being inoltttely more so ill Ihe 
world [0 come, I pray tl e,~ cheriMl Religron~ Where 
&.1n any objecl be klU(l(1 so proper to kindle all the' 
bene'lloIent aDd tender aff'cctioDS as the Fa~her ofU.e 
UDil7e~&e. "9<1 tlie au,thor &f aU felicity 2 UnlPuve' 
.y veneration, can 'you cootemprate that grandour 
and' m~jpsty which his works e\'ery where di~pl'ay ,,! 
'LTntollched by gratitude. eRn ,011 vie" that ptofosioD 
I)f good, wlaicb at thiS 1'IeasiDS $easoD of life, his ~ 
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Deficent hand poura around you 7 happy in the love 
8011 affection of those with whom you are connected, 
look up to the :Supreme Being as the .nspirer of all 
the friend~hip which has ever been shown you by 
others; himself your best and first friend: first 
the supporler of yoor infilDcy, and the guide of your­
children; and next the guardian of your 3outh, Im<! 
the hope of your commg- years. View religious 
homage, as a natural exprefsion of gratitude to Him, 
for all his' goodne@@. Consider it as the service of 
the God of your "fathers: of him to whom your pal" 
ents devoted you: and tty whom they are now reo 
warded and ble~sed In heaven. Connected with 8. 
Dlany tender 8eDsibilities of soul, let Religion be willi 
you, not the raid and barren off~prillgQf speculation, 
but the warm and vigorous dictate~ of the healt. 

The world wblch we nvw inhllb., is a "8'rld of 
vials and templations, and if we suffer our pas.ion& 

, 10 take possession of us, it is no ~dSy matter tOo break 
their force. lfwe once give a loose to our appetite, 
we know not when to hold the reign: nor is it in ollr 
power alwaJ8 to st~p short of vke ; ~o Irai} is hu~ 
man lfature so strong the force of habit, that '-it 
is easier to suppress the first desire tban to satisfy 
all that folloff it," is a maxim. the truth of which, 
many IInthinkin!~ youtb bas, too late, been jOreed 
to aclmowleuge. Religion IS the only balm for a 
wounded spirit. It is the oBly slUe staft' for the 
weary ttayeller thl'ough t11is wilderness of misery 
and sin. What an inexpressible grace does it throw 
over the connten'lnce and actions of its sincere vota­
ries ~ It pnrilies. it 3tiorn~, it ennobles our nature··· 
and as without the aid of a telescope, the ~hipwrecked 

, sailor could !Iever discern in tbe far off horiZilln the 
ve!;sel that is to bring bim relief, bllt might abandoa 
himself to de~pair: so without religion man's vieft'tt 
would be confined to a narrow circle of me I a DC bolly. 
-•. Reflect much on the excellency and glOly 01' r~· 
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ligian. It is a fr&end in adver.it),. When everJl 
earthly hope fails, an.) the soul is I'e;tdy to Fay 01' 

'all human helpel's, "miserable comforters are ye 
all ." then religion is 8 friend indeed. Are not those. 
blessed, whom God bJellSes i safe whom lae'protects; 
Dnd strong whom he strengtheD!'? can dny one silY 
with DIIVi!l, .. The Lord it' my rcfuge, 1 will not 
lear. thouglt the earth be removeil. and the moon­
tainl! cast into tbe midst of. the sea;" or with Paol, 
.. Neither !leath. nor life, nor angel~, nor pt'inci­
polities. nor power@, nor tbings to come, nor Migth., 
Dor depth. nor any other creatn're" shall be able te 
seperate us from the love of God which is,in'Christ 
Jesus our I"ol'd'," can anyone say this, withollt being 
lIospealtabty happy? 

Oh, tbou! who Pit'st cotbroned 00 high. 
In viewless ~ptendour rayed;' 

Before the Imlre of whose eye 
The brightest glories fade. 

'!'hollgh thou apt high, yet thou dost heat.> 
The lowly suppliallt's moan; 

Though thou art great. eal"b secret tear 
Begems thy radlaot tbrone. 

When shafts ofangui&h wound the soul. 
Tby healing balln' is nigh; 

Wben tempests rise. and billow! foll, 
,To thee, alooe, we 6y. 

Theo hush! dark sorrow's weeping czbild., 
,Tost 00 thi@ troub'lous sea.. ' 

10 strains of peace he whisper! inild, 
"Fear Dot! for I'm with- thee!" • 
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