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Preliminary Difcourfe 
ON TH E 

o R I G I N 

OFT H E 

AMERICANS. 

A F T E R reading almoft every thing that has 
been writ on the manner in which America 

might have been peopled, we feem to be juft where 
we were before this great and interelling queftion 
began to be agitated; notwithftanding, it would 
require a moderate volume to relate only the vari
ous opinions of the learned on this fubjetl:. For 
moll: part of them have given fo much into the 
marvellous, almoft all of them have built their con
jeCl:ures on foundations fo ruinous, or have had re
courfe to certain refemblances of names, manners, 
cuftoms, religion and languages, fo very frivolous, 
which it would, in my opinion, be as ufe1efs to re
fute, as it is impoffible to reconcile with each other • 

. It is not, perhaps, to be wondered at, that thofe 
who have firft treated this matter, {bould wander in 
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a way which had not as yet b~en marked. out, and 
in which they muO: travel wlthout a gUlde. But 
what I -~m ftIrprized at is; that- thofe who have: 
gone derpeft into this affair, and who have had the 
advantage of helps beyond all thofe who have gone 
bef&e them~ fhbl.1Fd have been guilty of frill greater 
mii1:ak~, which at the fame time they might eartly 
have avoided, had they kept to a fmall number of 
certain principles, which fome have eftablifhed with 
fufficient judgment The fitnpte and. natural con
fequences they ought to have drawn from them, 
would have been, in my opiniOn, fufficient to'fatisfy 
and determine the curiofity of the publick, which 
this unfeafonable and erroneous difplay of erudition 
throws back into its original uncertainty. This is 
what I flatter myfelf I fhall be able to make ap
pear, by that. fmall portion of thefe conjectures 
which I am now going to relate. 

Thofe of our hemifphere were, no doubt, much 
rurprized, when they were told of the difcovery of 
a new world in the other, where they imagined no
thing was to be feen, but an immenfe and danger. 
OtIS ,ocean. Notwithftanding, fcaree had Chrifto
pner Columbus fo~nd o~t foC?e ifla.nds, and amongft 
ethers that of Hlfpamola, In whIch he difcovered 
gold mines, b.ut _ he was prefently of opinion, fome .. 
times that thls was the Ophir of Solomon, and at 
ethers the. Zipangri:, or the Cipango of Mark Pol 
t?e V.enenan .. · Vatablus. and Robert Stephens were 
hkewlfe perluaded, that It was to America that So. 
lomon fent Beets in quefr of gold, and Columbus 
thought he faw- the remains of his furnaces in the 
mines of Cibas, by much the fineft and richeft of 
the iOand of Hifpaniola, and perhaps of all the 
flew world. 

Aril1S 
2 



( 3 ) 
- Arius Montanus riot only places fi>phir and Par": 

vaim in tbe·new world; bllt likewife makes Joctan, 
the:fom ,of Heber,. the founder of Juctan, a chime
rical clry in Peru; and alfo pretends, that the em
pjrt! of Peru and that of Mexico, which he will 
have to be the fame with Ophir, were founded by 
a fon of Joctan of th'at name. He adds, that an
ether fon of the fame pati-iarch, called in the fcrip
ture Jobab-, was the father of the nations on the 
eoaft of Paria, and that the eaftern mountain Se
phar,- to which Mofes fays the children of Joctan 
penetratecl after departing from Meffa, is the famous 
chain of the Ardes, extending from North to South 
quite thorough Peru and Chili. The authority of 
this learned interpreter of the fcriptures has drawn 
Poftel, Becan, Poffevio, Genebrard, and many 
others, .into the fame opinion. Laftly, the Spa .. 
l1ial'ds have afferted, that in the time when the 
Moors invaded their country, part of the inhabi
tants·took refuge in America. They even pre
tended in the fifteenth century, that they difcovered 
certain provinces of their empire, which the mif
fortunes of thofe times had robbed them of, and to 
which, if you believe them, they had an incon
teftable right. Oviedo, one of their moft cele
brated authors, was not afraid to affirm, that the 
Antilles are the famous Hefperides, fo much vaunt
ed of by the poets; and that God, hy caufing them 
to fall under the dominion of the kings of Spain, 
has only reftored what belonged to them three 
thoufand one hundred and fifty years ago in the 
time of king Hefperus, from whom they had this 
name; and that St. ] ames and St. Paul preached 
the gofpel there, which he fupports by the autho
rity of St. Gregory in his morals. If we add to 
this what Plato has advanced, that beyond his own 
ifland of Atalantis, there were a great number of 

B z inands, 
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iflands. and belilind them a vaft continent, and be
hind this continent the true ocean, we 1hall find, 
that the new world was very far from being new to 
the ancients. What then muft become of the opi
nion of Paracelfus, who maintains, that each he
mifphere had its own Adam? 

PoO:el, whom I have already cited, and who .has 
made himfelf famous by his adventurous conJec
tllreS, believed that all North America was peopled 
by the Atlantides, inhabitants of Mauritania; and 
he is the firO: who has made fuch a difference be
tween the two America's, by means of the lfthmus 
of Panama; that according to him, and thofe who 
have adopted his opinions, the inhabitants of thofe 
two continents have nothing common in their ori
ginal. But in this cafe, I 1hould rather be for placing 
with Budbecks the Atalantis in the North, as well 
as the pillars of Hercules, and maintaining, that 
North America has been peopled from Scandinavia, 
than by fending thither the Moors from the coaft of 
Africa. On the other hand, Gomara and John de 
Lery make the Americans come from the Canaan
ites, driven out of the promifed land by Jo1hua: 
Some, on the contrary, make thofe Ifraelites, whom 
Salmanazus led captive into Media, pafs into Ame
rica by the North of Afia. But Thevet, who be
lieved, like them, that the Ifraelites peopled the 
new world, concludes, that they muft have fpread 
themfdves over the whole world, from the circum
fiance of the finding a tomb with Hebrew charac
ters on it in one of the Azores or weftern ifiands. 
This author was mifinformed as to the faa. It 
was not a tomb that was difcovered in Corvo, the 
moO: northernly of thofe ifiands, but an equeftrian 
Ihtue, ereaed upon a pedeftal, on which were cer
tain charaaers, which could not be deciphered. 

Au-
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Augufti.ne Torniel is of opinion, that the defcen

dants of Shem and Japhet have palfed to America, 
and from thence to the countries lying to the fouth
ward of the ftreights of Magellan, by the way of 
Japan, and the Continent, to the Northward of 
the Archipel, or clufter of iITands. A Sicilian, 
whofe name is Marinoclls, makes no doubt of the 
Romans having fent a Colony into this country. 
for which he has no other reafon, than a report 
current in his time, that a medal of A uguftus was 
found in one of the mines of Peru ; as if it had not 
been more natural to fuppofe, that fome Spar11ard 
had accidentally dropt this medal, when vifiting 
thefe mines. Paull1sJovius has dreamt that the Mexi
cans have been among the Gauls, which ridiculous 
.opinion he founds upon the human facrifices which 
thofe two nations offered to their falfe divinities. 
But if this pretended refemblance proves any thing, 
it would much rather prove that the Gauls had been 
in Mexico, a people whom we know to have been 
always of a wandering difpofition, and to have peo
pled many provinces by the colonies they fent out. 

The Frifelanders have likewife had their pard
fans with refpect to the origin of the Americans. 
Juffridus Petri and Hamconius affert, that the inh3-
bitants of Peru and Chili came from Frifeland. 
James Charron and William Poftel do the fame 
honour to the Gauls, Abraham Milius to the an
tient Celtre, Father Kirker to the Egyptians, and 
Robert Le Compte to the Phenicians; everyone of 
tJ1em at the fame time excluding all the reft. I 
pafs by a great many Qther opinions, frill lefs tenl\
ble than the foregoing, equally founded on fimple 
conjecture, and void of all probability, to come to 
thpfe who have made the deepeft refearches into this 
~~aic, , 

B ~ The 
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The fitft i:; Father Gregorio Garc.a, a Spatlifh 
Dominican, who having been a long. time em~loy
ed in the miffions of Peru and MexIco, publlfhe<l 
at Valencia in the year 1607, a treatife in Sp~ni1h, 
on the Origin of the Indians of the .New World~ 
where he both collects and examines a gr~at number 
of different opinions on this fubject. He prop~fes 
every opinion, as if it were fome thefts 9r queihon 
in philofophy: names its authors and advocates, 
fets down the arguments, and laftly, anfwers the 
objections, but gives no decifion. To there he has. 
added the traditions of the Peruvians, Mexicans, and 
Wanders of Haiti, or Hifpaniola, aU whkh he was 
informed of, when on the [pot. In the fequel, he 
gives his own opinion, which is, that feveral different 
nations have contributed to the peopling of America: 
and here I think he might have ftopt. This opi
nion is fomewhat more than probable, a!ld it ap
pears to me, that he ought to have been contented 
with fupporting it, as he does, with fome arguments 
.drawn from that variety of characters. cuftoms, 
la,nglJages and religions, obfervable in the different 
countries of the new world. But he admits fuch a 
number of thefe, which the authors of other opi
nions had before made ufe of. that inftead of 
ftrengthening, he really weakens his own. In th~ 
year 1729, Don Andre Gonzales de Garcia reprint
ed the work of this Father at Madrid, with conft
derable augmentations; but though he pas mad~ 
many learned additions to it, he has contributed 
nothing to the farther fati~faCl:ion of his readers. . 

T.he fecond is Father Jofeph de Acofta, a Spani!h 
'efUl.t, w?o had l.ikewife fpent a great p;j.rt pf his 
hfe-tlme 10 Amenca, and has ltft behind him two 
ye~y valuable works; one in the C aftilian language,' 
Intltuled, 'Ihe natural and moral Hiflory of Ibe In'':' 

. dies; 
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tiles; the other in Latin, the title of which is, D, 
pr-smulgando Evangllio apud BarbaroJ, five de procu
,anda l"m fatute. This, author, in the firit 
book of his hiftory, after taking notice of the opi. 
roen of Parmenides, Ariftotle, and Pliny, who be,. 
lievoo there were no inhabitants between the Tro
picks,' and that there never had be€n any na"iga~ 
tion farther to the weftward of Africa than the 
Canary Ifiands, gives it as his opinion, that the 
pretended prophecy of Medea in Seneca, could be 
no more than a bare conjecture of that poet, who. 
feeing that the art of navigation was beginning to 
receive confiderable improvements, and not being 
able to perfuade himfelf tnat there was no land be
yond the Weftern Ocean, imagined that in a fhort 
time fome difcoveries would be made on that fide 
of the globe. At the fame time, this Spanifh hifto
rian looks upon the paff'age I have already cited 
from the Timreus of Plato, as a mere fiction, in 
which, in order to fave his reputation, the difci,. 
pIes of that philofopher, zealous for his glory, 
ftrained their imagination to find Ollt forne inge
pious allegory. 

In his fixteenth chapter, Father Acofia begins to 
examine by what means the firfi inhabitants of 
America might have found a paffage to that im
menfe Continent, and at the firft view he rejech 
the direCt and premeditated way of the fea, becaufe 
no ancient author has made mention of the CQm
pafs. However, he fees no improbability in faying~ 
that fome veff'els might have been thrown upon the 
coaf!: of America by {trefs of weather, and on this 
occafion he mentions *, as a certain fact, the fiory 
i>f ~ pilot, ~riven by a tempeft o~ tlu: Brazils, who, 

Chap. xix. 
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at his death, left his menroirs to Chtiftopher Co. 
lumbus. Afterwards, he takes notice of what Pliny 
relates concerning fome Indians, who being drivep 
by bad weather on the coaft of Germany, were 
given in a prefent to ~lintus Metelhls Celes, by 
the king of the Suevi. In the fame manner, he 
finds nothing improbable in the report whkh goe~ 
under Ariftotle's name, viz. tha~ a Carthaginian 
velfel having been driven yery far to the weftwarct 
by a ftron a eafterly wind, the people on Qpard dif
covered la;ds, which had, till that time, been un:
known; and from thofe faets he concludes, that, 
according to all appearance, America has, by fuch 
like means, received on!=! part of its inhabitants; 
put adds, that we muft of neceffity have recourfe to 
fome other way to people that quarter of the world, 
were it only to account for the tranfportation of cer
tain animals found in thofe parts, which we cannot 
reafonably fuppofe to have been embarked on boarq 
of fhips, or to have made fo long a palfage by, 
fwimming. 

The way by which this has been done, continue!! 
father Acofta, could only be by the north of Afia 
or Europe, or by the regions lying to the fouthward 
of the ftraits of Magellan; and, wen~ only one 
of thefe three palfages praeticable, we may fuffici
endy compreher.d how Americil has been peopled by 
degrees, without having recourfe to navigation, of 
which there are no [races in the traditions of the Ame
ricans. In order to ftrengthen this argument,· he ob
ferves, that thofe ifiands, fuch as Bermudas, which were 
too remote from the Continent to fuppoCe that fuch 
fmall velfels as were ufed in that part of the world 
c~~ld find t~eir w.ay thither, were upqn tl"!eir fir;ft 
dllcovery uOlnhablted; that the Peruvians tdlified 
an extreme furprize ~t the fidl: fight of fhios on their. 

coafts- ~ 
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,~.fts; and that thofe animals, fuch as tygers and 
Jjons,which might prQoably have got thither by land, 
or at moil: by traverfing fmall arms of the fea, were 
~ltogether unknown even il) thebeil: peopled iflands 
Qf tba,t hemifphere, 

In chapter twenty.fecQnd, he returns to the Ata
l.antis of Plato, and refutes, with a great deal of 
gravity, the notion of rome who believt:d the rea· 
lity of this chimera, and who fancied, that there 
was but a very 1hort paffage from this imaginary 
ifland to America. In the following chapter, he 
rejeCts the opiniOn of thofe who have advanced on 
the authority of the fOllrth book of Efdras, that 
this vail: country was peopled by the Hebrews. To 
~hefe he objeCts, Firil:, that the Hebrews were ac
quainted with the ufe of charaCters, which no na
tion of America ever was. Secondly, that thefe 
latter held filver in no manner of eftimation, where
as the former have always fought after it with ex
treme avidity. Thirdly, that the defcendants of 
Abraham have conftantly obferved the law of cir
(:umcifion, whic~ is praCtiCed in no part of Ame
rica. Fourthly, that they have always preferved 
with the greateft ,:are their language, tradition, laws 
and ceremonies; that they have always, without 
ceafing, looked for the coming of the Meffiah ; that 
ever fince their difperfion over all the earth, they 
have never in the leaft relaxed from all thofe parti
~ulars; and that there is no reafon to believe they 
1hould haye renounced them in America, where not 
~he fmalleft veftige pf them remains. 

1n ~he twenty-fourth ,:hapter, he obftrves, that 
in a difcuffion of this nature, it is much eafier to 
refute the [yftem of others than to eftablilh any 
new one, and that the want ,of writing and cer-

tain 
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rain traditions, have rendered the difcovery of the 
origin of the Americans e~trem~ly ~iffi~l1lr, fo t.hat 
nothing could be determined In It wIthout bemg 
guilty of grea~ temerity; and that all that can bo 
allowed to the uncertainty of conjetture is, that this 
great continen.t has been pe~pled by degrees in the 
way we have Juft now mentIOned; that he can.no~ 
believe thefe tranfmigrations to be very antient, and 
that according to all human appearance the firO: 
who attempted this palfage were hun'ters, or wan
dering nations, rather than a civilized people; but 
even granting the firf!: inhabitants of the new world 
to have been fuch, there would be but little caufe 
to wonder, that their defcendants fhoulddegenerate 
and vary from the religion and manners of their 
anceftors: that the want of feveral things was enough 
to make them forget the ufe of them, and that for 
want of certain helps for tranfmitting their traditi
ons from age to age, they fhould come by degrees 
altogether to forget them, or at leaf!: to disfigure 
them in {uch manner as to render it impoffible t() 
diftinguifh them: That the example of feveral na
tions of Spain and Italy, who feem to have had 
nothing belonging to the human fpecies belides the 
figure, gives all thefe reafons a great air of proba
bllity: That the deluge, of which the Americans 
have preferved the remembrance, does not appear 
to him to be that fpoken of in fcripture, but fame 
particular inundation, whereof fome perfons of great 
ability pretend there f!:iIl remain certain marks in 
America: Laf!:ly, that it cannot be proved, that 
the moft ancient monuments in America are older 
than the thirteenth or fourteenth century, and that 
all beyond this is nothing but a confufed heap of 
fables and tales, and thofe fo very childilh as to ren
der it impoffible to form one reafonable conjecture 
from them. -

The 
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The third author John de Laet, whore opinion I 
ppght to relate, 1\~k.powJedges that there is a great 
peal ofg~ fenfe and foUd reafoning in that of fa
~her de Acofta. What he does not approve of is 
what follows. Firft, he pretends that the Jefuit is 
in the wrong to fuppofe that long paffages by fea 
~annot be made, without the help of the needle, 
fince we may navigate by the help of the ftars only; 
and, thilt he even ftems to contradict. himfelf, by 
-»I't:rting that the compafs is a late invention, after 
telling us, that the ufe of it was very ancient on the 
,:oaft'of Mozambique in the fifteenth Century; thai: 
he advances without proof that the Orientals were 
unlJcquainted with it, till it had been found out by 
·the people of the weft; laftly, that it was very evi
dent eit\1er chat we could do without it, or that it 
~uft hqve been known in' the earlieft times, fince 
feveral iflands, even of our hemifphere, and thofe 
at a confiderable diftance from the continent. were 
reopled very foon after the deluge. 

Secondly, that he relates as a thing certain, the 
fiory of the Pilot, from whofe memoirs it is pre
lended Chriftopher Columbus learned the route of 
the New World, as alfo that of the Indians fent to 
Metellus Celer by the king of the Suevi; that we 
know thac the Spaniards fprea~ abroad the firft ,re
port merely out of jealoufy of that great man to 

. whom they owed the obligation of having put them 
in po1leffion of fo many rich countries, and whofe 
only misfortune it was not to have been born in 
Spain; and that the occafion of their publifhing the 
fecond was only to rob the P~>rtuguefe of the glory 
9f having firft opened a way to the Indies by failing 
rOllnd Africa; that he is deceived if he thinks it 
.poUible to make the paifage from Terra Auftralis 
W the Streighu Qf Magellap, witho\lt (roffing the 
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rea the difcovery of the Streights of Le Maire 
ha;ing !hewn its utter impracticability. The error 
of Father de Acoil:a, if it is one, was, however, 
excurable, as at the time when he wrote Le Maire 
had not as yet difcovered the Strei~hts which bear 
his name. 

Thirdly, That he makes the peopling of Ame
rica too late; and that it is contrary to all probabi
lity, that this vail: Continent, and fome of the 
iOands which furround it, lhould have fo great a 
number of inhabitants at the end of the fifteenth 
century, had they only begun to be inhabited two 
hundred years fince. John de Laet pretends, that 
there is no rearon to think, that the Deluge, the 
tradition of which is frill preferved amongil: the A
mericans, is not the univerfal deluge' which Mores 
mentions in the book of Genefis. 

Befides the Spanilh Jefuir, three other writers, a. 
Frenchman, an Englilhman, and a Dutchman, who 
have handled the fame topick, have paffed under 
the examination of this learned Fleming. Thefe 
are Lefcarbot, Brerewood, and the famous Grotius. 
He probably knew nothing of the work of Father 
Garcia, whereof I have already fpoken, no more 
than of that of John de Solorzano Pereyra, a Spa
nilh lawyer, entituled, De Jure Indiarum; whereof 
the firft volume, in which the author relates all the 
opinions of the learned on the origin pf the Arne. 
ricans, was printed in 1629' . 

Be this as it will, Mark Lefcarbpt, 'advocate in 
the parliament of Paris, was a man of fenfe and 
learning, but a little addicted to the marvellous. I 
have fpoken of ?im in fev~ral places of my hiftory. 
In r~lat,ng the different opinions on the prefent qUf~ 
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tibil, 'W hich were jilVO~t1e in his time, he rejeas; 
as frivolous, the applicatIOns made of certain pro
phecies on this fubjeCl:, and efpecially that of Ab
dias, which had been applied. to the converfi?n of 
the Weft-Indies by the miniftry of the French and 
Spaniards, the only nations who have truly under
taken this great work; for the Portuguefe, to whom 
the Brazils owe their converfion, may be compre
hended under the name of Spaniards, and the mif
fionaries of the other nations of Europe who have 
had a {hare in the' publication of the gofpel in the 
new World, went thither under the banner of the 
crowns of Erance, Spain, and Portugal. In faCl:, 
Abdias could poffibly have had the Idumeans only 
in view, and there is not a fingle word in his pro
phecy that ~an be applied to America with any de
gree of probability. 

Lefcarbot leans fomewhat more towards the fen
timem of thofe who have tranfported into the new 
world the Canaanites, who were driven out of the 
promifed land by Jolhua. He thinks there is at 
leaft fome probability in this notion, becaufe thefe 
nations, as well as the Americans, were accuftomed 
to make their c~ildren pafs through the fire, and to 
feed upon human fle{h, whilft they invoked their 
idols. He approves what Father Acofta fays of the, 
accidents which might have caufed certain {hips to 
land in America, and alfo with refpeCl: to the paffage 
by the north of Alia and Europe. He believes that 
all the parts of the Continent are contiguous, or at 
leaft, that if there be any Streight to pars, like that 
of Magellan, which he fuppofes feparates two Con
tinents from each other, the animals which are to 
be found in the New World might have made their 
paffage good notwithaanding, fince Jacques Car
tier faw a bear, as large as a cow, fwim over an 

arm 
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arm of tbe fea fourteen leagues in breaddt.· L:ii1:ly, 
he propofes his own opinion, which be feerns to giv~ 
only by way of fimple conjecture. 

Is it, fays he, to be believed, that Noah, who 
lived three hundred and fifty years after the Deluge; 
fhould be ignorant that a great part of the world 
lay beyond the wefrern ocean; anti if he did know 
it, could he defiiture of means to people it? Was 
it more difficult to pafs from the Canaries to the 
Azores, and from thence to Canada, or from the 
Cape Verd iOands to Brazil, than from the Contio: 
nent of Afia to Japan, or to other iOands frill more, 
remote? On this occafion he relates, all that the 
antients, and efJDecially lElian and Plato, have faid 
of thofe veftiges, which according eo him frill re
mained in their time, with refpect to the knowledge 
of America. He fees nothing to hinder llS from 
iilying, that the Hefperides of the ancients were the 
fame with the iOands of the Antilles; and he ex .. 
plains the fable of the Dragon, which according to 
the poets guarded the golden apples, to be the dif
ferent frreights winding in a ferpent-like manner 
round thofe iOands, and which the frequency of the 
1hipwrecks might have caufed to be looked upon as 
unnavigable-. To this he adds many geographical 
obfervations, which are far from being altogether 
exatt, and which John de Laet very well refutes. 

The fame critick juftly remarks, that if the Ca
naanites facrificed their children to their idols, we, 
ho.wever, read in no place of the fcripture of their 
beIng Anthropophagi. He acknowledaes the pof
fibiiity and probability of the paffaae ~f men and 
animals into America by the North ~ and confefi'es
that it is eafy to conceive that men thus tranfplant~ 
ed into a defart and remort: country fhould there 
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become ravage and barbarous; but he looks UpOIl ic 
as a real and moft ridiculous paradox to fuppofe that 
Noah ever entertained any thoughts of peopling that 
immenfe Continent. The ill-humour he is in,· and 
which is no doubt excited by fome of Lefcarbot's 
arguments, which to tell truth, are far froCll' being 
without alloy, hinders him from feeing what is foUd 
and fenfible in this rocjecture. But·this proceeding 
is common enough to the learned; as if truth and 
probability ceafed to be fuch from the mixture of 
real proofs amongft thofe others by which tbey may 
bappen to be fUpPOrll;d. 

Edward Brerewood, a learned Englilhman, after 
having refuted the ill-grounded opinion, which makes 
all the Tartars defcend from the Ifraelites, and after 
fhowing thalt the ignorance of [he true etymology of 
the name of Tartar, which comes neither from the 
Heorew nor the Syriack, but from the river Tartar, 
will have the New World to' have been entirely 
peopled from this numerous nation; his proofs are 
thefe following. Firft, America has always been 
better llleopled on the fide towards Afia, tban on 
that towards Europe_ Secondly, the genius of the 
Americans has a very great conformity wi.th that of 
che Tartars, who never applied themfelves to any 
art; which is, however, not univerfally true. Third~ 
ly, the colour of both is pretty much alike; it is 
certain, the difrerence is not confiderable, and is, 
perhaps, the effeCt: of the climare, and of thofe 
mixtures with which the Americans rob chemfelves. 
Fourthly, the wild beafts that are feen in America, 
and which cannot l'eafonabTy be fl1ppofed to have 
been tranfported thither by fea, could only have 
come by the way of Tartary. Laftly, he anfwers 
an objection made to him with refpeCl: to the cir
cumcifion Qf the T arrars, and maintains, that this 
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rite was never in ofe with that nation, till after they 
had embraced the Mahometan religion".' 

De Laet is contented with barely narrating the 
opinion of this learned Englifhman, which eonfifts 
in rejecting the notion of thofe who make the Tar.;. 
tars defcendants of the Ifraelites, who were tranf.; 
ported by Salmanafar; and in making the Tartars 
anceftors to all the Americans. We fhall fee what 
he himfelf thinks, when we come to relate his own 
opinions on this article. But it is nece1fary jn the 
firft place, to examine what paffed between hi~ 
and the famous Grotius upon this fubjecc. The 
difpute was very hot on both fides, and as is uftlaI 
in fuch cafes, only embroiled the queftion. 

In the year 1642, Grotius publifhed a fmall trea
tife in fflgarto, intituled, De Origine Gentium Ameri
canarum, which he begins, with fuppofing that the 
Ifthmus of Panama had been looked upon, before 
the difcovery of the new world by the Spaniards, 
as an impenetrable barrier between the two conti
nents of America: whence he concludes, that the 
inhabitants of both could have nothing common 
in their original. Milius, whom he does not cite, 
had advanced this paradox before him. Now, jf 
we may. credit the learned Dutchman, excepting 
Yucatan, and fome other neighbouring provinces" 
whereof he makes a clafs apart, the whole ofNortb 
America has been peopled by the Norwegians,who 
paffed thither by way of Iceland, Greenland, Efto..: 
tiland and N arembega. He, notwithftanding, COIT

feffes, that they were followed fome ages after by 
the Danes, Swedes, and other German nations . . 

He d~aws the weateft part of his proofs from the 
conformIty of their manners, and fhe refemblancc 
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of names. But we muft acknowledge, that nothi-ng 
can be farther fetched than thefe pretended refem
blances, of which he feems, notwithftanding, fully 
perfuaded, though very few will be convinced 
befides himfdf. What obliges him to plaae Yu:' 
catan apart by itfelf, is the cuftom of circum:. 
cifion, of which he has taken it into his head 
to believe, he has found fome traces in this pro
vince, and a pretended ancient tradition amongft 
the inhabitants, which faid, that their ancellors 'had 
efcaped being fwallowed up by the waves of the 
fea; and this according to him is what gave rife to 
the opinion of fome that they were defcended from 
the Hebrews. Notwithftanding he refutes this opi
.nion, with much the fame arguments which Brere
wood made ufe of, and believes with Don Peter 
Martyr d' Anglerie, that the firft who peopled Yu
catan were fome Ethiopians caft away on this coaft 
by a tempea, or by fome other accident. He is 
evtn of opinion, that there Ethiopians were Chrifti
ans, a conjeCture which he infers from a kind of 
baptifm in ufe in the country. He could not help 
allowing that the language of the northern Amer·i
cans is quite different from either the Ethiopian or 
Norwegian, but this difficulty does not ftop his ca4 

reer; he fearches in the beft manner he can for a 
folution to it, in the mixture of different nations, 
who, in procefs of time, eftablifhed themfelves in this 
part of the New Wor/d, and in their wandeting 
way of life, and which according to him reduced 
them to the ntceffity of inventing new jargons. 

Hence he pa{f~s to the nations in theneighbOl:1r
hood of the ~trelghts of Mageilan, and imagining 
he has found a ftnJng refetniblante between thole 
fettled on this fide of it in the Continent of South
America, and thofe who have rheir 'llbode, beyond 

C it, 



( 18 ) 

it, lie gi~es it as his decifion that the former derive 
their original from the latter, and that thefeas well 
as the inhabitants of New Guinea have come from 
the Moluccoes and the il1and of Java. Yet for all 
that the peculiar genius of the Peruvians, their laws, 
their cuftoms, their police, the fuperb edifices they 
had built, and the wrecks of Chinefe veffels, which, 
he fays, the Spaniards found at the entry of the 
Pacifick Ocean, after coming through the Straits of 
Magellan, permit him not to doubt that this na
tion is, originally, a Chinefe colony, which is con
firmed, adds he, by the wodhip of the Sun, which 
prevails equally in both empires, by the refemblance 
of their characters and manner of writing, and by 
the reputation of the ancient Chinefe of excelling in 
the art of navigation. Laftly,he rejects the Tar
tat' or Scythian original of the Americans from the 
little conformity that is found according to him be
tween the manners and cuftoms of both nations: 
He infifts chiefly on the circumftance of the Ame
ricans having no horfes, which we know, fays he, 
the Scythians cannot be without. To deftroy this 
fyftem, it will be fufficient to prove, that it leads 
conftantly ro falfe conclufions, a point, which the 
Flemifh critick has rendered extremely evident. He 
proves with equal clearnefs, that Grotius is every 
whit as unhappy in attacking the opinions of others, 
as he is in eftablifhing his own. In effect, he proves 
that all the Scythians have not the ufe of horres, 
feveral of them inhabiting countries utterly incapa. 
ble of maintaining them; to which he adds, that 
accor~in.g to the opinion of thofe, who pretend that 
ScythIa IS not the country whence America has been 
peopled, it is not neceffary to fay, that all thofe who 

. have penetrated that way into the New World were 
Scythians or Tartars; that the countries they muft' 
of neceJIity traverfe, were no way proper for horfes i 
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that the cuftom of _ the Scythians, when they find 
themfelves under the neceffity of croffing an arm of 
the fea, is to kill their horfes, to flea them, and to 
cover the boats in which they embark' with their 
hides. Lafily, he maintains, that according to all 
appearance, thefe tranfmigtations happened very 
Won after the difperfion of Noah's grandfons, and 
that at that time, the Scythians and Tartars might 
as yet be unacquainted with the ufe of horfes. 

He proves the antiquity of thefe colonies by the' 
multitude of people inhabiting North-America 
when it was firft difcovered; and as to the pretend
ed impoffibility of getting paft the Ifthmus of Pa-' 
nama, he fhows the abfurdity of it by the few ob
tlac1es the Europeans met with in that palfage. He 
afterwards undertakes to fhew, that the molt north:. 
ern Americans have much greater refemblance, not 
only in the features of their countenances, but alfo in 
their complexion, and in their manner of living, . 
with the Scythians, Tartars, and ~amoeides, than 
with the Norwegians and German nations: And 
with refpett to what Grotius fays, in making thefe 
pafs from Iceland, he very well remarks, that this 
iOand began to be peopled only towards the end of 
the ninth century; that even then there pafTed only 
a few families thither. and that thus this ifland 
couI4 not prefently be in a condition to lend over 
to America fuch numerous colonies as tq havepro-. 
du'.:ed fo many thoufands of inhabitants as rep le
niibed thofe vaft regions in the fifteenth century. 

The route which GrotiLls makes his Norwegians 
take, likewile fLlrnifhes his adverfary with danger
ous weapon's againft him. He makes him obferve7 

that Greenland is cut thorough with vaft and deep 
arms of the fea, almofi: always frozen up, that the 
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whole country is covered with fnows of a prodigi
ous depth, and which are never entirely . melted ; 
that Friezeland, if fuch a country is in being, can 
be no more than a part of Greenland, or of Iceland, 
and that there is no reliance to be had on all that 
the two Zani's have publifhed about it: that Efto
tiland, according to the account of thefe two noble 
Venetians, is at a great diftance from Friezeland, 
fince in their time there was very little correfpond
ence between thefe two countries, and that it was a 
matter of pure chance that fome filhermen happened 
on this latter: that this enchanted kingdom, the 
monarch of which had fuch a magnificent library, 
has entirely difappeared fince the difcovery of the 
northern parts of America; that Norembega, whi
ther Grotius conducted his Norwegians, is no lefs 
fabulous; that this name in which this learned man 
finds with a fecret complacency fo ftrong a confor
mity with that of Norvegia, or Norway, is not the 
name of any country, but a fictitious one whereof 
nobody knows the original; that the natives of the 
country call it Agguncia ; that this country lies very 
far to the fouth of the place where Eftotilarid was 
fuppofed to be, fince it makes part of the fouth
coaft of New France, between Accadia and New
England. 

Grotius had relied very much on the termination 
in are, fo common in old and new Mexico. Laet 
draws him from this intrenchment, by fhewing that 
al.moft all o~ thefe names are modern, and of Spa
mlh extractIOn. He overthrows, with the fame eafe 
the argument which Grotiu5 drew from the traditi: 
ons. ofthe Mexicans, by obferving, that when thefe 
natIOns placed themfelves in the neighbourhood of 
the la~e of Mexico, they found great numbers of 
barbanans; who fpoke all fom of languages, be-

tween 



( 21 ) 

tween which there was no manner of affinity or 
analogy; fo that after having conquered them, they 
were obliged to make ufe of interpreters to be able 
to· govern them. This frivolous refembJance of 
names likewife made Grotius imagine in California 
a nation called Alavard, which he makes defcend 
from the Lombards; Laet,in anfwer, fays, that 
the name of Alavard, might poffibly have no other 
original than that of Alvarado, a Spanifh Captain, 
that had followed Ferdinand Cottez into- Mexico, 
and perhaps too into California, of which we know 
this conqueror made the firll: difcovery. 

Laet, as he goes on, ; makes it appear, that Gro
tius is equally unfuccefsful in his attempts to fhew a 
conformity of manners, cull:oms, traditions, and 
form of government, between the northern Ame
ricans and the Norwegians; every thing he advances 
on that head being founded on fa1fe memoirs. He 
then proceeds to confider the argument which his 
antagonift draws from the pretended circllmcifion 
and baptifm of the people of Yucatan. He main
tains, that it is contrary to all probability to look out 
'for a country furrounded by Norwegian colonies 
for a fettlement to his Africans, who mull: have 
been much more naturally fuppofed to have landed 
in Brafil, or at leaO: to have (topped at the Antilles, 
which iOands they mull: have met with in their 
paff'age, fuppofing them to have croffed the line. 
He confeff'es that Don Peter Martyr d' Anglerie, 
when fpeaking of the people of Yucatan, affirms, 
that many of them were circumcifed; but he al
ledges, that this ltaliao auth.or has ,been mifinform
ed, fince neither Antonio de Herrera, father de 
Acoll:a, nor Oviedo, writers of much better credit 
than him; have ever mentioned the circumcifion, 
baptifm, or croffes upon the tombs of this people 

C 3 but 



( 22 , 

but as meer fables. Laftly, before the -Abyffinian! 
could have pafTed to America, they mufthave. ta
ken their departure from the weftern coaft of AfrIck; 
and Laet is confident, that the dominions of the 
king of Ethiopia do not extend fo far that way. 
In the mean time, it is certain, from the accounts 
of the Portuguefe, that the king of Benin had his 
crown of the <;mperor of Abyffinia. 

Laet fays but little of the manner in which Gro
tius imagines South-America has been peopled by 
the inhabitants of thofe countries, which lie to the 
fouthward of the Streights of Magellan; he is fa
tisfied with obferving that they are only iflands, be
yond which, as far as Terra Aufiralis, there is no-

c thing but an immenfe extent of ocean: that we are 
not as yet we)) acquainted with what lies between 
that country and New Guinea, and that all the 
fouthern American nations, not excepting thofe un
der the dominion of the incas of Peru, fpoke an 

-infinite variety of different languages. The reafons 
on which Grotius eftablifhes the Cbinefe original of 
the Peruvians, appear no lefs frivolous to thIS 
critick. 

In the firft- place, fays he, the charaCter of the 
two nations and their tafte for the arts are extremely 
difftrent. In the fecond place no one has ever faid 

,that the Cbinefe pay any religious adoration to the 
fun; and were this even granted, that worfhip is 
commOn to fo many nations, that no arguments 
could be drawn from hence of any weight in the 
prefent queftion. It is true, that the incas of Peru, 
as well as the Chinefe emperors, called themfelves 
th~ defc~nrla:nt_s of the Sun; but _ how many other 

._prInces have either lIfurped themfelves, or received 
that tide from their fubjects : Did not the Mexicans 

give 
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give the fame name to Cortez, either to do him ho
nour, or becaufe he came from the eail:. In the 
third place, Grotiu3 is frill more grofsly mifraken in 
affirming that the Peruvians made ute of characters 
like the Chinefe, and which were written like theirs 
in perpendicular lines, feeing that Father Aeon-a, 

, who refided a long time iR Peru, and Garcilaffo de 
la Vega, defcended by the mother's fide from the 
blood of the incas, inform us that they were nei
ther acquainted with characters, nor had the ufe of 
any fort of writing. What is added by the learned 
Dutchman, that Mango Capa, the firft of the incas, 
was himfelf a Chinefe, is no more than a bare con
jecture, or a fable invented by fame traveller, there 
not being the leaft notice taken of it in the traditi-; 
ons of Peru. 

In the Ian place, Laet declares that he has never, 
in any author, read of any wrecks of Chinefe vef
fds in the Pacifick Ocean. The fact itfelf appears 
to him very improbable, becaufe in the paffage from 
China to Peru, the winds are contrary during the 
whole year fo that by making the great round 
of the ocean by the weft, would be a {barter par
fage, in point of time, than the direct courfe. He 
adds, that fuppofing the Peruvians had defcended 
from the Chinefe, they muft have preferved at leaft 
fame veftiges of the art of navigation, or of the 
ufe of iron, whereas they were acquainted with nei
ther; fa that it is much more natural to fuppofe the 
Peruvians and their neighbours, the inhahitants of 
Chili, came from fame of the I ndian nations, fome 
of which have always been fufficiently civilized to 
be capable of giving birth to an empire futh as was 
that of Peru. 
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To this Grotius makes anfwer, but with the air of 
the embalfaJor, and of a perfon of profound learning. 
and feems perfectly aftonifbed. that any on~ fhould 
dare to contradict him. Laet, fomewhat piqued at 
this behaviour, treats him in his reply with lefs 
ceremony than before; and maintains, that in a 
diflJUte purely literary, the character of an ambaf
fador neither gives one writer any manner of advan
tage over another, nor any additional we::ight to his 
reafoning. 

Grotius triumphed upon his adverfary's agreeing 
that Greenland had been peopled by the Norwegi
ans: See here, faid he, one part of America, the' 
inhabitants of which derive their origin from Nor
way. Now what could have hindered thefe Nor
wegian Greenlanders from advancing farther? 
The queftion is not, anfwered Laet, to determine, 
Whether or not any of the Northern people paired 
toAmerica by the way of Greenland; but if all the 
Americans came from Norway, which I maintain 
to be impoffible. Angrimus Jonas, an Icelander,' 
affirms, that Greenland was not difcovered till the 
year 964. Gomara and Herrera inform us, that 
the Chichimeques were fetded on the lake of Mexi
co, in 72 I. Thefe favages came from New Mexi
co, and the neighbourhood of California, fuch is 
the uniform tradition of the Mexicans: confequent
Jy North-America was inhabited many ages before 
it could receive any from Norway by the way of 
Greenland. 

It is no lefs certain, that the real Mexicans found
ed their empire in 902, after havincr fubdued the 
Chichimeques, Otomias, and other b~rbarous nati
ons, who had taken poifeffion of the country round 
tpe lake of Mexico; and Father Acofta tells us, 
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each of them fpoke a'language peculiar to them
felves. From other authorities' we learn, that the 
Mexicans themfelves came from California, or from 
New Mexico, and that they performed their journey 
at leaft for the moO: part by land; confequently, they 
could not have come from Norway. 

Grotius having thus fet out with an evident ana
chronifm, everi thing he has built on that foun
dation is a con(equence of that original error; and 
his antagonift, who, with all the liberty of a Fle
ming, imagined he had a right to confider him 
only as a man of le~ters, whofe fyft~m appeared 
to him erroneous; and offended at the fame time, 
becallfe having attacked him with fufficient mode
ration, he had not met with the polite return he 
expected, fails not to purfue him through all his 
blunders, and to place them continually before his 
eyes .. 

The learned embaffador imagined he had read in 
Herrera, that the iOanders of Baccalaos bore ~ per
fect refemblance to the Laplanders. Laet, after 
declaring he could meet with no fuch fact in the 
Spanilh hifforian, repeats what he h\1d already faid, 
that he does not deny but fome of the Americans 
might have had their original from Europe; then 
bringing his adverfary back to Mexico, he aiks 
him what connection there was between the Mex~
cans and the inhabitants of the ifland Baccalaos ? 
He acknowledges afterwards, that Herrera mentions 
a fort of baptifm and confemon, that were practifed 
in Yucatan and the neighbouring iOands; but he 
maintains, I that the worlhip of thofe barbarians was 
mixed with fo many impieties, and thofe fo plainly 
.idolatrous, that it could not reafonably be fuppofed 
tp be derived from the Abyffinian Chriftians. Be 
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adds, that it is much more natural'to attribute aU 
thofe equivocal marks- of Chritl:ianity and Judaifm, 
which have been believed to fubfift in divers pro
vinces of the New World, to the Devil, who has 
always affeeted to counterfeit the worlhip of the 
true God. This remark is made by all good all~ 
thors, who have fpoken of the religion of natiol1Si 
newly difcovered, and is befides founded on the atl~ 
thority of the fathers of the church. ' 

Grotius having advanced, without any hefitation, 
that the Ethiopians might in time have changed 
their colour in a climate not fo faltry as that which 
they had quitted, Laet makes anfwer, that though 
'Whites might poffibly lofe fome of their colollr, 
by removing to a warmer climate than that where 
they were born, yet that there is no example of the 
defcendants of the Blacks becoming white in a cold 
country; and that the colour of the Negroes pro
ceeds not folely from the heat of the fun, fince the 
Brazilians, and many others inhabiting the lame 
latitudes, have it not. Lat1ly, he takes notice of 
another error of Grotius; who fuffered his preju
dices to carry him fo far, as to be perfuaded that 
the Chinefe were not acquainted with the art of 
printing before the arrival of the Portugefe in their 
country, that he might thereby obviate an objection 
which might ha\'e been ftarted againtl: his fyltem of 
making the Peruvians defcend from the Chinefe. 

There can nothing, in my opinion, be add~d to 
the criticifm, which John de Laet has publilhed on 
the hypothefis of the celebrated Grotius. We are 
now going to fee whether he has bem equally happy 
in eftablifhing his own. He fets OUt wirh relatinO', 
on the authority of lome authors quoted by Pliny, 
but who do not appear to have been very able geo-
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graphers, that in fome iOands near the coaO: of 
Africa, ail1ongO: which are the Canaries, fome an
cient edifices have been-reen, and which are a cer
tain proof. that thefeiOands were inhabited before 
they were difcovered by the Europeans: now it is 
certain, fays he, that fince they were afterwards en
tirely deferted, the inhabitants muO: have retired 
elfewhere; and there is great reafon to believe that 
they pailed over to America, the paffage being nei
ther long nor difficult .. 

This migration, according to the calculation of 
there authors, muO: have happened about two thou
fand years ago: at that time, the Spaniards were 
much infefted by the Carthaginians, and a fhort 
while afterwards, no lefs fo by the Roma'ns. Now 
is it not natural to think, that feveral amongft thofe 
fhould bethink themfelves of taking refuge in a 
country, where they might have nothing to fear 
from the ambition of their enemies; and what 
could have hindered them from retiring to the An
tilles by way of the weftern iOands, which are fitu
ated exaCl:ly half way in that voyage? the velfels of 
the Carthaginians were very proper for this naviga
tion, and might very well ferve the Spaniards for 
models, by which to build others of the fame con.:. 
ftruction. They had the frill recent example of 
Hanno, the famous Carthaginian, before their eyes, 
who had failed very far to the weHward. It is no 
lefs probable, that people might have croffed from 
the Cape Verd IOa!1ds to Brazil. The A utololes, 
whom Pliny. has placed in their neighbourhood, 
were Getulians, and not Ethiopians; their colour 
and manners fufficiendy correfpond with thofe of 
the Brafilians. 

Great 
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Great Britain, Ireland, and the Drcades, appear 

alfo to the learned Fleming, extremely proper for 
founding a like conjecture in favour of North Ame
rica; he relates on this head, wha,t is recorded in 
the hiftory of Wales, written by Dr. David Pow:el, 
under the year I I 70. Madoc, fays this hiftorian, 
one of the fons of prince Owen ~wynnith, being 
tired and difgufted with the civil wars which broke 
out between his brothers after the death of their 
father, fitted out feverai vefTe.1s. and after providing 
them with every thing necefTary for a long voyage, 
went in queft of new lands to the weftward of Ire
land; there he difcovered very fertile countries, 
and deftitute of inhabitants ; wherefore, landing a 
part of his people, he returned to Britain, where he 
made new levies, and afterwards tranfported them 
to his colony. Laet feems to rely much on this 
fiory, and concludes from it, that the like enter
prizes might poffibly have been carried into execu
tion from all the Britannic ifiands. It were to .be 
wifhed, adds he, that fome perfons had applied 
themfelves to compare the languages of fome parts 
of America with thofe of Ireland and Wales. 

From thence he comes to the Scythians, and 
draws a parallel of their manners with thofe of tbe 
Scythians; firft, he proves, by the teftimony of Pliny. 
that this name was formerly common to all the na
tions living in the north of Afia and Europe; that 
it was even fometimes given to the Sarmatians and 
Germans, although it was afterwards reftrained to 
the nations inhabiting the northern extremities of 
the two continents, where feveralof them have 
been for a long time unknown to the reft of tbe 
world. He pretends, that amoogft thofe, many 
were Anthropophagi, that all of tbem might have 
fent colonies into America; and that if it be objetl:-
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ed, that there never were any Anthropophagi, ex· 
cep~ in South Attlerica, it is becaufe all thofe na
tions, amongft whom this deteftable cuftom pre
vailed, paired thither. He might, no doubt, have 
faved himfe1f the labour of making fo weak an an
fwer to an objection, which no perron would proba.!. 
bly ever have mad~, fince feveral of the North 
Americans have ever been, and ftill are, Anthr.o
pophagi: but let us proceed to follow him in the 
explication of his hypothefis. I call it hypothefis, 
becaufe where memoirs are wanting for eftabli1hing 
the truth, he is reduced, like all thofe who have 
handled this queftion, to the neceffity of having re
courfe to probability, and it muft be efteemed fuf
ficient to keep within fight of it. 

Pliny indeed, fays, that the Scythians valued 
diemfdves for having many horfes; bm he does 
not fay, that all the Scythians did fo. Strabo men
tions feveral nations of them living north of the 
Cafpian Sea, and part of whom led a wandering 
life: what he fays of their manners and way of 
living, agrees, in a great many circumftances, with 
what has been remarked in the Indians of America: 
now it is no great miracle, adds Laet, that thefe 
refemblances are not abfolute1y perfect; and thofe 
people, e~en before they left their own country, 
already differed from each other, and went not by 
the fame name: their change of abode effeCted 
what remained. We find the fame likenefs between 
feveral American nations and the Samoeides, fettled 
on the great river Oby, fuch as the Ruffians have 
reprefented them to us; and it is much more na
tural to fuppofe, that colonies of there nations 
pal!ed over to America, by cromng the icy' fea On 

thelf fledges, than to caufe the Norwegians to tra
vel all the way that Grotius has marked out for 

them. 
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them. Befides that the Americans have much 
lefs refemblance to thefe, than to the Samoeides 
and the Scythian N omades. 

From North, Lact paffes to South America, and 
examines whether that continent could have receiv
ed part of its inhabitants by way of the Pacifick 
Ocean. The mands of Solomon are fituated eight 
hundred leagues from the coafts of Peru, and we 
now know them to be feparated from Terra Aufl:ra
lis by a fea, the extent of which is not as yet fully 
afcertained. Father de Acofta believes it to be not 
very diftant from New Guinea, which he imagines 
is a continent. But Sir Richard Hawkins, an Eng
lifhmar, pretends to have certainly difcovered it to 
be an ifiand. We muft therefore, continues the 
learned Fleming, fay that South America has been 
peopled by way of this great continent of Terra, 
Aufl:ralis, and the coaft of which, Don Pedro Her
nando Giros, a Portuguefe, and Don Hernando de 
Q!.liros, a Spaniard, ranged along for the fpace of 
eight hundred leagues in the years J 609 and J 6 I o. 
The latter, who has given his name to part of this 
continent, obferves in his letter to his Catholick 
Majefty, that this country, in feveral places where 
he landed, was extremely well peopled, and that too 
with men of all complexions. But is it not ftrange, 
that Lact fhould rather chufe to people South Ame
rica from a cQuntry, feparated from it by a much 
greater extent of ocean than the refl: of the world, 
than from North America, which. on the fuppofi
tion that it was firft peopled, ought naturally to 
have fupplied all the New World with inhabitants? 

In order to fupport his affertion, that America 
could not have been peopled by means of the Pad
fick Ocean, he obferves, that eafterly winds, which 
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conftantly prevail there, prevent all navigation from 
the Weft to the Eaft; then he examines feveral 
American languages, in order to compare them with 
one another, which is not the beft part of his work, 
at leaft, if we may form a judgment from the extract 
he has given us of a vocabulary of the Haron lan
guage, in order to compare it with that of Mexico; 
for he has taken it from brother Gabriel Saghart, a 
Recollet, who underfiood very little of that tOllgue. 

He does not appear to be better acquainted with 
the religion of the Indians of Canada, in which he 
endeavours to difcover traces which might have led 
him to their firft original; and indeed, all this dif
play of learning does not much conduce to the end 
he has in view: befides, although no one of his 
age has made a better connected work, or treated 
of the Weft Indies with fo much accuracy, yet we 

· now meet with feveral things in his perlormance, 
which fiand in need of correction. 

He concludes, with a !hort explication of the o.pi
nion of Emanuel de Moraez, a POi'ttlguefe, extraCt
ed from the twentieth book of his HiLlory of 
Brazil; a work, which has not as yet been pub
lifhed. According to this author, America has 

· been wholly peopled by the Carthaginians and Ifra-
· elites. With regard to the firft, his proof is, that 
they had made difcoveries at a great diLlance from 
Africa, the progrefs of which being put a ftop to 
by the fenate of Carthage, hence it came to pafs, 
that thofe who happened to be then in the newly 
difcovered countries, being cut off from all com
merce with their countrymen, and defiitute of many 
necelfaries of life, tell foon into a fiate of barbarity. 
As to the Ifra~lites, Moraez pretends, that nothing 
but circumcifion is wanting, in order to confiitute a 
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perfeCt; refem~lance between them. and the Brazili
ans. Even this would be of great Importance, were 
we to confider the invincible attachment of the 
former to that ceremony. But there are many 
other points equally elfential, wherein the two na
tions differ. I can fafely affirm, that this pretend
ed refemblance, which appears fo fhiking to the 
Portuguefe hiftorian, is at bef!: a falfe fuow, which 
feizes one at the firf!: glance, but difappears, when 
looked into more narrowly and without prejudice. 

John de Laet having, in a fatisfaCt;ory manner, 
refuted what opinions had been advanced before his 
rime, but not having been equally fuccefsful in 
ef!:ablilhing his own, George de Hornn, a learned 
Dutchman, entered the lifts, which he did with the 
greater confidence, as he believed he ihould draw 
great advantages from the new difcoveries his coun
try~en and the Englifh had lately made in the 
northern parts of Alia, Europe, and America. 

After relating every thing that has been imagined 
on the fubjeCl: he undertakes to handle, that is to 
fay, all that is found in father Garcia and Solor
zano, he [ets in the ftrongef!: light the difficulty of 
determining this qlleftion; a difficulty occauoned 
by the imperfeCt;- knovJledge we have of the extre
mities of the globe towards the North and South, 
and the havock which the Spaniards, the firft dif
coverers of the New W orId, made amongft its 
moft ancient monuments; as witnefs the great 
double road between ~ito and Cuzeo; fuch an 
llndertaking, as the Romans have executed nothinO' 
that can be compared to it. However, he is no~ 
afraid to promife himfelf a happy conc1ufion to his 
enquiries, and condemns father Acof!:a for coo haf
tily determining, that no one can engage to fucce~d 
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in 'fuch an enterpriL;e", without great ratbnefs. Let 
Us npw' fee whelher, 'he himfelf is not an example of 
What he finds fault with in the Spanifh hiftorian. 

~. He fets out with d~claring, that he does not 
believe it pomble America could have been peopled 
before the flood, confidering the iliort fpace of time 
w~ii::h dapfed between the creation of the world 
and'that memorable event. Very able men have, 
notwithftanding, believed that there were more men 
on the face of the earth at that early period, than 
there ate at this prefent; the thing is at leaft pom .. 
bIe, and this is fllffici~nt to prevent the deihoying 
the abfolllte certainty of the opinion. Neverthdefs, 
it mi.lft be owned, that de Homn is not lingle in 
this opinion; but what he adds, gives; us no great 
notion either of his accuracy or of his probity. 
According to him, .Lefcarbot places Noah's birth 
in the New World; whereas, this French hiftorian 
has faid nothing that bears the fmalleft refemblance 
to fuch a paradox. 

In the next place, he lays it down for a principle, 
that after the deillge, men and other terreftrial ani-:
mals have penetrated into America both by land and 
by water, and both too out of a formed defign, 
and,by accident; ,and that birds have got thither by 
flight, which does not appear to be improbable, 
feeing that they have been obferved to fol1ow veffels 
without ftopping, for the fpace of three hundred 
leagues together, and fince there are rocks and 
illands, where they might refl: themfelves, [cattered 
about every where in the ocean. Thus, according 
to him, john de Laet had rearon to fay, that the 
article of birds occafioned no manner of difficulty. 
All the world, however, will not be of their 
opinion; for, dO' not we know many of the fea-
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thered fpecies, which are neither able to fly Dor to 
fwim fo far? Father Acofta has likewife very wdl 
obferved, in the opinion of this learned Dut~hQl~n. 
that wild beafts might have found a free paffage 
qy land, a!ld that if we do not meet ~n the N~w' 
vy orlci w~~h, horfes or cattle, to which he mi~ht haye 
added, elephants~ camels, rhin?ceros's, and manx 
others,; it is b~caufe thofe n,atlons who paffed tbi
ther, either were not acqtiainted with their l~fe, or 
had no convenience to tranfport them: yet there 
are cattle in America, but of a' fpedes vety diffc~e~t 
f!om any of thofe known in our hemifpher~., 

As to what relates to the human fpedes, de 
~ornn excluges from America, I. The Et~op~ans, 
and all the Blacks, both of Africa and Afia; the 
few Neg'roes found in the province of Careta, h~v-: 
ing, without doubt, been brought there by accident~ 
a iliort time before. 2. The Norwegians, Danes" 
SWl1ties, Celtes, and in a word" all the nor~hern and 
middle countries of Europe and Ana. Mean while 
it may be obferved, the Celtes and ancient Britons 
v.:ere much addicted to navigation. and as likelYr as 
any other people to tranfport themfelves to America. 
3. The Samoeides and Laplanders. His reafon fer 
e~cludi,ng a)l thefe nations is this, that there are I;lo 
.f\r;nericans who have white curled hair and Qeards" 
excepting the Miges, in the province of Zapoteca. 
the S~heries, on the river of Plale, and the Malo~ 
poquu in Brazil. The Efquimaux have likewite, 
white hair; which exceptions embarrafs the queftion 
not a little. ' , 

All the Indians of Afia, continues de Hornn 
believe the Metempfychofis: therefore that peopl~ 
could not have paffed into America, where this 
doctrine is not fo much as, known. Yet good au-
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tMrs, and particularl, the learned l(oempfer, aUedge 
that the dOCtrine of the Metempfychofis was Jirftcarried 
into India by Xaca, who was probably an Egyptian 
prie£l, driven from his native country by Cambyfes t 

whell he conq\.mred it. Before him, the religion of 
fire, and the wodhip of the fun, were fpread all over 
Periia and the Eaft Indies, both of which are of 
great antiquity in a good part of North America. 
Here follows another argument, which, though fup
ported by the authority of Diodorus Siculus, does 
not appelr to me a whit more convincing. The 
Indians, fay they, have never fent colonies abroad; 
confequently tMy could' not have contributed to the 
peopling of the New World. But fuch general 
propofitions arlt not fufceptible of demonftration, 

_ efpeciaUy with refpe&: to fuch a country as the In
dies,. potIelfed by fo many nations, differing from 
one another in manners, cufi:oms, and genius. 

The Greeks and the Latins are likewife excluded 
from the New World. They could not, according 
to our author, fail beyond Cadiz, becaufe the Car
thaginians, who had the command of the Atlantick 
Ocean, would not have fuffered them. This argu
ment app~ars to me very weak, efpecially with re .. 
gard to the Greeks, who having founded Cadiz~ 
might very well bEl able to keep thofe feas in fpite 
of the Carthaginians. I fhould rather imagine, thac 
Hercules being perfuaded that there was nothino
beyond that ocean, his countrymen had neve~ 
thought of embarking opon it, which, however, is 
a conjedure, that might eafily be deftroyed. 

In the laft place, neither Chriftians, Hebrews, 
nor Mahometans, if we believe de Hornn, have 
ever fenled in the New World; and if this learned 
man d~ not ab10luttly reject thole accounts of 

D 2 croms, 



( 36 ) 

croffes, baptifm, circumcifion, confeRion, fafts, and 
other reliaious ceremonies, fome veftig.es of which 
have beeI~ pretended to have been found in Yucatan 
and elfewhere, we !hall foon fee what regard he pays 
to them in the arrangement of his own fyftem, of 
which here follows the plan. 

In the £irft place, he fuppofes that America be
gan to be peopled by the' North; and regarding 
the barrier of the Ifthmus of Panama, which Gro
tius imagines was not open before the time of the 
Spaniards, as a fuppofition void of all foundation, 
he maintains, that the primitive colonies fpread 
themfelves far beyond it, fince through the whole 
extent of that continent, and both in the northern 
and fomhern parts of it, we meet with undoubted. 
marks of a mixture of the northern nations with 
thore who have come from other places. He be
lieves that the firft founders of thofe colonies were 
the" Scythians; that the Phenicians and Carthagini
~ns afterwards got footing in America by way of 
the Atlantick Ocean, and the Chinefe by way of 
the Pacifick; and that other nations might, from 
time to time, have landed there by one or other of 
thefe ways, or might pofiibly have been thrown on 
the coaft by tempefts; "and laftly, that fame Jews 
and Chriftians might have been carried there by 
fome futh like event, but at a time when all the 
New W orId was already peopled. 

He, in my opinion, very well obferves, that thofe 
giants, who may have been feen in fame parts of 
America, prove nothing; that though in the £irft 
ages, they might pofiibly have been more frequent
ly met with, yet it cannot be faid, they ever com
pored the body of a nation; that as their-pofterity 
d:d not all inherit their gigantic ftature, fo men of 
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a common fize might have probably at firO: produ
ced thofe Col off us's, as may be feen in the modern 
accounts of Virginia and Senegal. Hitherto he 
has advanced nothing new, molt of thefe obferva· 
tions having been made before: afterwards he has 
fomething, which is not only new, but which is idfo 
peculiar to mmfelf; he paffes from probability to 
certainty, and from conjeCtures to pofitive alfertions ; 
and this method once tried, he carries it to a great 
length; fo that if we follow him, we {hall find him 
fufficiently entertaining, and at times faying very 
good things. 

Omitting the confideration' of the Scythians, 
whom he ruppores to have en.tered America by the 
North, and there to have maqe the fidl fettlements, 
he eftablilhes a firft migration of the Phenicians, by 
laying it down for a principle, that from the earlielt 
times they have been great navigators, and have 
replenilhed all our hemifphere with their colonies: 
but it is to be obferved, that under the name of 
the Phenicians, he likewife comprehends the Cana
anites, From Strabo he learns, that the Phenicians 
failed into the Atlanrick Ocean, and built cities 
beyond the pillars of Hercules, Appian, continues 
be, and Paufanias inform us, that the Carthaginians, 
who were originally Phenicians, coveied all the 
ocean with their fleets; that Hanno made the tour 
of Africk; and that the Canaries were known to 
the ancients .. We know, from other authorities, 
that the Phenicians, fettIed in Africa, waged long 
and bloody wars with the natives of the country, 
who deftroyed above three hundred of their citits in 
Mauritania. Eratofthenes is his warrant for this, 
and he prefers the authority of that ancient writer 
~o that of Strabo and Artemidorus, who contradict 
him. Whither could the Phenician,s, ~dds he, have 
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retired, after fo many and great lofies, but to Ame~ 
rica? 

This migration being pomble, he looks upon it 
of courfe as certain, and to have been very ancient; 
but he laughs at Opmeer, who had advanced, that 
the Africans living in the neighbourhood of Mount 
Atlas, failed to America before the deluge. He 
imagines Plato may poffibly be mifraken in fome 
things he has faid of A talantis, but that his defcrip
tion is notwithfranding founded on truth. He ob
ferves, that all thofe ii1ands to the wefrward of Afri
ca, have been calle.d Atlantides, and he reckons it 
probable, that the Atalantis of Plato lay in Ame
rica, and that it was drowned in a deluge, of which 
there frill remain fome Gender traditions among the 
Americans. Further, he fays, that according to 
Peter Martyr d' Anglerie, the inhabitants of the 
Antilles report, that all their ii1ands were formerly 
joined to the continent, and had been feparated from 
it by earthquakes and great inundations: that the 
vdl:iges of a deluge are found in Peru to this day, 
;lnd that all South America is full of water. He 
might have added, that the north part of America, 
or New France, alone contains a greater quantitY 
pf water than all the reft of that vafr continent be-
fides. . . 

Diodorus Skulus relates, that the Phenidans fail.,. 
ed far into the Atlantick Ocean, and that being 
conftrained by tempeftuous weather, they lande<! 
upon a large iGand, where they found a fruitful 
foil, navigable rivers, and magnificent edifices. De 
Hornn takes this. to qe t~e [econd migration of that 
people to Amenca. DIQdorus adds, that in the 
fequel the Phenicians being harraffed by the Cartha
ginjans and th.e '!lh.abi~ant~ of Mfluritania, whQ 
- w~>lll~ . 
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would neither grant them ,Peace nor a truce, fent 
colonies to that ifiancl, but kept the affair fecrd, irl 
bider that they might alwiiys have a ftcLlre retreat 
in cafe of neceffity. Other authors, whom de 
Hornn does not mention, have alledged, that thefe 
voyages were carried on without thekno\vledge ot 
the government, who, perceiving that the country 
l:iegatl to diminifh in the number of its inhabitants, 
and having found oilt the caufe of this diforder, 
prohibited th~~ navigation under very fevere penal
ties. 

The third igd laft migration of t&e Phen'ician's 
to the New Woi1d was occafioned, according to 
this author, by 'a three year's voyage, made by a 
Tyrian fleet in the fervice of Solomon. He afferts, 
on the authority of Jofephus, that Efion Geber, 
where the embarkation was made, is a port in the 
Mediterranean. This fleet, he adds, went in queft 
6f el'ephants teeth and peacocks to the weftern coaft 
of Afribt, which is 'Iarfifh: this is likewife the 
Opiilioh of Huet: then to Ophir for gold, which is 
Haili, or the ifland Hifpaniola : Chriftopher Colum
bus was of the fame opinion, according to fome, as 
Vetablus certainly was. De Hornn returning af. 
terWards to the Atlantick ifiands, would fain per
fuade us, that the Phenicians have, at divers times, 
tent colonies thither, and that the Cm:e of the an
cients is' Grind Canaria, for which name it is in
debted to the Canaanites, who took refuge there. 

Orte of the Canary IOands is called Gomera: de 
Horrih maltes no doubt that it derives its name 
from the Amorites, who went to fettle there after 
they had been driven out of Paleftine by the He
~tews. Ought we to be furprized, if after this he 
finds the Cbam of the Phenicians in the Chemez of 
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the ifland HaYti, in the Camis of Japan, and in the 
Chile Cambal"of Yucatan? The detail which he af
terwards enters into, in order to difcover traces of 
of the Phenician religion and manners in the New 
World, is pretty nearly in the [arne tafte, and car
ries the fame conviCtion along with it. But what 
ought not to be \ he obferves in this place) paIred 
over in filence, is that the firft Phenicians, who fet
tIed in Africa and the Balearick Wands, had neither 
;lny letters or charaCters, nor l~new the ufe of 
them; and that Cadmus, a Phenici~ , carried into 
Greece, not the charaCters which his countrymen 
;lfterwards made ure of, but thofe w.hich in his time 
,were known among the Egyptians. 

All thofe migrations preceded the Chr.ifiian rera 
many ages: here follow fllch as are of a later date. 
Our author di!l:ingllifhes three forts of Scythians, 
who palled into the New World, namely, Huns. 
Tartars of Cathay, and the.Chinefe. Undoubtedly 
~he partizans for the antiquity of tile Chinefe n'l
tion, will not excu[e his making Scythians the foun
ders of this great empire, neither will thofe, who 
rejeCt ~h.at is doubtful in thl;! pretenfions of certain, 
Chine[e, be of his opinion ; for it is now paft 
doubt, that the Chine[e empire cannot be much 
later than Noah's grand· children. But we fhould 
never have done, were we to repeat all the f~lfe and 
arbitra,ry conjeCtur<:s of this Dutch writer. 

Under the name of Huns, he comprehends num
berlefs nations, who polfelfed an immenfe country i 
~he occafton of the paIrage of many of them to 
America, was, acco~ding; to him, th.eir overgrown 
numbersl and the IQteftme wars raging am,ongft 
the~. He pret~nds, that the route they made 
j:hOlce of, was ~y the e~memity of the· N orth~ 
where thev met WIth fro~en f<;a,s. . Then forgetting 

wha; 
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what he had juft been faying of the infinite num
bers of thofe barbarians, whofe vaft countries could 
no longer contain them; as he had already for-. 
gotten what he faid at firft, that the firft fettlements 
jn America were compofed of Scythians, he in
forms us, that the reafon-why the northern regions 
of America are fo thinly inhabited, is, becaufe it 
was very late before the country of the Huns w~s 
peopled at all, and that even at this day, they are 
far from being populous. 

But did they all take the fame road? No; for 
while the greateft number turned off to the right 
towards the Eaft, thofe whom he calls Finnes, and 
~he Samoeides and Carolians, whom Tacitus places 
in Finland, went off to the Eaft by the weflward. 
traverfed Nova Zembla, Lapland and Greenland. 
whence he reckons that the Norwegians, who had 
before this time landed in Greenland, and whereof 
not one was to be found in the year) 348, pene
trated into the northern parts of America in quell: 
of more habitable countries. Nothing can rea[on
;ibly hinder us from believing, that the Efhimaux. 
and fome other nations in the neighbourhood of 
Hudfon's Bay, draw their original from the Nor
wegians of Greenland, fllppofing fllCh ever to have 
exifled. W hat is certain, is, that the Efhimaux 
have nothing in common either in their language. 
manners, or way of living, complexion, or in the 
colour of their hair with the people of Canada pro
per, who are their ne<\reft neighbours. 

As to certain animals, fuch as lions and tigers, 
which, according to all appearance, have paffed from 
Tartary and Hircania into the t\ew World, their 
paffage might very well ferve for a proof, that ~he 
twp h!!Wifpheres join to the northward of Afia ; and 

. this 
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this argument is not the only one we have of this 
circumftance, if what I have often heard related by 
father Grotlon, a French jefuit, as undoubted matter 
of fact may be depended on. Th;s father;. fay 
they, after having laboured fame time in the mif
Jions of New France, paffed over to thofe bf China. 
One day as he was travelling in Tartary, he met 
a Huron woman, whom he had formerly known in 
Canada: he aiked her,· by what adventute the had 
been carried into a country fa diftant from her own? 
She made an[wer, that having been taken in war. 
file had been conducted from nation to nation, till 
fhe arrived at the place where !he then was. I 
have been affilred, that another jefuit paffing by 
way of Nantz, in his return from China, had there 
related much fuch another affair of a Spani!h woman 
()f Florida: !he had been taken by certain Indians, 
and given to thofe of a moft diftant country, and by 
thefe again to another nation, till !he had thus 
been fucceffively paffed from country to country. 
had travelled regions extremely cold, and at laft 
found herfelf in Tartary, and had there married a 
Tartar, who had paffed with the conquerqrs into 
China, and there fettled. It is indeed true, tpat 
thofe who have failed fartheft to the eaftward of 
Afia, by purfuing the coafts of Jeffo or Kamtfchat
ka, have pretended to have perceived the extremity 
of this continent, thence concluding, that between 
Afia and America, there could pollibly be no COO1-

mllnication by land; but befides that, Francis 
Guella, a Spaniard, if we may believe John Hugh 
~e Linfchooten, hath confirmed, th~t this fepara
tion is no more than a {height, a hundred miles 
~ver; the laft voyages of the Japonefe give ground~ 
to think that this ftreight is only a. bay, above 
wh.ich there is a paffae;e ov~r l~nq. 
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Let us return to George de Hornn. This writer 

does not exprefs himfelf with accuracy, when he 
tells us, that North America is full of lions and 
tigers. It is true, we find in the country of the 
Iroquoite, a kind of tigers, the hair of which is of 
a' light grey, which are not fpotted, but whicb 
have very long tails, and whofe flefh is good eat
ing: but except this, it is not till towards the Tro .. 
pick that you begin to fee true tigers and 1ions~ 
which is, however, no proof that they could not 
have come from Tartary and Hircania; but as by 
advancing always fouthwards, they met with cli
mates more agreeable to their natures, we may be .. 
lieve they have therefore entirely abandoned the 
northern countries. 

What Solinus and Pliny relate, that the Sqythian 
J\nthropophagi depopulated a great extent o~ coun
try as far as the promontory 'Tabin; and what 
Mark Pol, the Venetian, tells us. that to the north.,. 
eall: of China and Tartary, there are vall: uninha
bited countries, might be fi.1flicient to confirm our 
amhor's conjecture concerning the retreat of a great 
number of Scythians into America. We find in 
the ancients the names of fome of thefe nations: 
Pliny fpeaks of the Tabians: Solinus mention's the 
Apuleans; who, he fays, had for neighbours the 
Maffagetes, and whom Pliny affures us to have 
entirely difappeared. Ammianus MarceIIinus ex
prefiy fays, that the fear of the Anthropophagi 
obliged feveral of the inhabitants of thofe countries 
to take refuge elfewhere. All thefe authorities fortn~ 
jn my opinion, at leall: a ll:rong conjecture, that 
Inore than one nation of A!l1~rica hav~ a Scythian 
Pf Tartar origina~, 

~ . 
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Hitherto de Horno keeps pretty clore to his point, 

and is fure to return to it from time to time, and we 
difcover the man of learning even in his greateft 
flights, but on the whole, one would fay, that by dint 
of forming conjeCtures upon the agreement of names, 
he fails prodigioul1y in point of judgment. Who, 
for example, would not laugh to hear him ferioufiy 
advance, that the A palaches, a nation of Florida, 
are the Apaleans of Solinus, and that the Tabians of 
Ptolomy are the anceftors of the Tombas of Peru? 
What follows is ftill more ridiculous. There is, 
fays he, a people, who are neighbours to the Mo
guls called Huyrons; thefe are the Hurons of Ca
nada. Herodotus calls the Turks Yrcas; there 
are the Iroquoife and Souriquois of Arcadia. Un~ 
happily for fuch rare difcoveries, this conjecture leads 
to a falfe conclufion ; all, or moft of the names of 
the Indians of New France being of French ex
traction. 

Nay more, the Hurons and Iroquoife, to whom 
our author gives fo very different originals, fpeak 
almoft the fame language, the one being a dialect 
of the other; whereas the Souriqllois, to whom 
Hornn gives the flme anceftors as to the Iroquoift;, 
have abfohltely nothing in common with them ei
ther in their language or genius. The language 
they fpeak i~ a dialect of the Algonquio; and the 
Huron is as different from the Algonquin as the 
Latin is from the Hebrew. M ~lft not one then have 
his imagination ve.r;y ftrongly imprdfed to be able 
to perfuade himfeIf that the Mc)'Yo Humona of the 
BrafiJians. and the Paicuma of the inhabitants of 
Santa Cruz corne from St. Thomas, and are derived 
from the language of the Turks, who before they 
paffed over to America, had fame k,nowledge of 
this A ro1tle ? 
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Our author's. ufual confidence de(crts fiim, when· 

he feems to ha.ve mofl: occafion for it, and he dares 
not decide whether South-America has peopled the 
Terra Aufrralis; or whether that eountry may have 
thence received its own inhabirants; but he very 
foon recovers it, and by means of it undertakes to 
unravel the origin of the empires of Peru and 
M~ico. He agrees with feveral hiftorians, that 
thefe monarchies were not very ancient when the 
Spaniards deftroyed them, and that their founders 
had to fight againft barbarpus nations, that had been 
long fettled in the country they had made choice of, 
~ndchiefly Mexico, where the manners were much 
f1lore rugged in the time of Cortez, than they were 
a,mongft the Peruvians. This difference probably 
was owing to this, that the conquerors of Mexico 
were not fo much civilized as thofe of Peru. 

Both the one and the other, if we may believe 
Hornn, are, notwithftanding, originally from the 
fame parts; thefe are, fays he, the nations of Ca
they; the Japonefe, who are originally defcended 
from thenc~, the Chinefe, whom he always fuppo(es 
to be defcended from the Scythians; fome Egypti
ans, and fame Phenicians, from the time that thefe 
two empires attained to perfection, in policy, reli
gion, and arts. Here is certainly a very mifcella
~eous and. capricious original. B.ut in fine, the 
learned Dutchman will have it, that all thefe nati
onshave fent colonies into America, and to prove 
thi!!, it is fcarceconceivable, .where he goes in queft 
of Cathayan,Corean, Chinefe, and efpecially Japo
nefe names, in all parts of the New World. Be
tween there, there is often much the fame relation 
~s the Alfana, and Equus of Menage; but he like
wife caufes them to take fa very long a journey, 

thac 
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that we ought not to be furprized if they undergo 
very confiderable changes by the way. 

He even goes fo far as to derive the name of the 
Chiquites of Paraguay, which is purely of Srani1h 
ex:traCl:ion from that of Cathay. The name 0 Inca, 
which was that of the imperial family of Peru, has, 
according tq him too great a refemblance with the 
fame name of Cathay, to fuffer any doubt that thefe 
fovereigns derive their original from this great coun
try. In a word, to reek for the Cathayans in Ame
rica, is, according to him, the fame with fearching 
for the Greeks in Italy, and the Phenicians in AfriE:k. 
The Coreans called their country Caoli; therefore, 
California has been peopled by a Corean Colony. 
Chiapa, a province of Mexico, whence can it come 
but from Giapan, a name which forne give to the 
illand of Japan? Montezuma, emperor of Mexico, 
had a beard after the Chinefe fafhion; he wants no 
more to make him come originally from China. It 
is not, however, without fome fcruple, that our 
author quits his etymologies for the figure of the 
beard; but this beard is very fingular in a Mexi
can. He, moreover, finds that the name of mo
narch has a great affinity with that of Moruzaiuma, 
which he pretends on I know not what authority, to 
be a. title of honour in Japan: thus this prince 
might very well derive his original from thefe 
ifIands. 

However, it is neither the Cathayans, nor the 
Japonefe who have founded the Mexican monarchy: 
De Hornn afcribes that honour to Facfur, king of 
China, who being dethron'd by Cublay, great cham 
of Tartary, fled with a hundred thoufand Chinefe, 
in a thoufand vefi"els into Amerkot, and there be .. 
c~me the founder of a new empire. Manco, ano-

ther 
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tlier Chln~e prinre, originally of Cathay, had two 
ages before founded that of Peru. Here are many:. 
f!arpes, qf which the Fathers Couplet, Le Compte. 
and p~ Halqe were entirely ignorant. Manco had 
carried the arts [0 very great perfection, and it was 
he w\lo. reared thofe magnificent edifices which fo 
m"cl1 aftonilhed the Spaniards. He brought no 
hprfes i(lto America, becaufe, in his time, fays 
Mark p~ the Venetian, there were none in China. 
But ~t way be afked, why the Chinefe of Pent have 
not preferved their chJraCters? It is, anfwers Homn. 
becaufe they were too difficult to write; they found 
that it was a !horter and eafier way to fupply the 
ufC! of them by fymbolical figures. 

This is ~ part of what has been written on the 
prefent quefiion; and I am much miftaken if the 
l?a,re (etting down of fo many different opinions is 
~t [u.(Iicient to furnilh the attentive reader with aU 
t\le lights necdfary to lead him to the choice of the 
propeJ:' ~de in this great controverfy, which, by en
qeavouring to explain they have hitherto rendered 
only more obfcure. It may be reduced l!S appears 
to me to the two following articles. I. How the 
New World might have been peopled? 2. By whom 
a.Ild by what means it has been peopled. 

Nothing it would feern may be more eafily an
fwered than the firft. America might have been 
peopled. as the three other quarters of the world 
have been. Many difficulties have been formed 
upon this fqbject which have been deemed infolva
bIe, but are far from being fo. The inhabitants of 
both hemifpheres are certainly the defcendants of the 
fame father. This common father of mankind re
ceived an exprefs order from heaven to people [he 
whole world, and accordingly it has been peopled. 

. To 
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To brinO' this about, it was necetI'ary to bvercoirle 
all diffic~lties in the way, and they have alfo been' 
got over. Were thofe difficu~t!es greater with .te-
1peB: to peopling the extremltles of Afia, AfrIca, 
and Europe, and the tranfporting men into the 
iOands, which lie at a confiderable diftance from 
thofe Continents, than to pafs over into -America? 
Certainly not. Navigation which has arrived at fo 
great perfeB:ioh within there three or four centuries, 
might poffibly have been ftill more perfea: in thofe 
firft times than at this day. • At leaft, we canno.t 
doubt, but it was then arrived at fuch a degree of 
perfection as was necefTary for the defign which 
God had formed of peopling the whole earth. 

Whilft thofe authors whom I have cited, have 
kept to this poffibility which cannot be denied, they 
have reafoned very juftly; for if it has not been de
monftrated, ~hat there is a pafTage into America 
over land, either by the north of Afia and Europe, 
or by the fout!), the contrary has not been made ap
pear; befides, from the coaft of Africa to Brazil; 
from the Canaries to the weftern Wands, from the 
weftern IOands to the Antilles; from the Britannic 
HIes. and the coaft of France to Newfoundland, the 
pa{fage is neither long nor difficult: I might fay a~ 
much of that from China to Japan, and from J a
pan and the Philippines to the Ijles Mariannes, and 
from thence to. Mexico. There are iOands -at a 
confiderable diftance from the Continent of Afia, 
where we have not been furprized to find inhabi
tants. Why then fhould we wonder to find people 
in America? And it cannot be imagined, that the 
grandfons of Noah, when they were obliged to fe
parate and to fpread themfelves in conformity to. the 
defigns of God over the whole earth, fuould be in 

an 
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an abfolute impoffibility of peopling aImoft one half 
()f the globe? . 

They ought therefore to have kept to this; but 
the queftion was too fimple and too eafy to be an
f~ered. The learned muft make difquifitions, and 
they imagined they were able to decide how and by 
whom America has been peopled; and as hiftory 
furniilied no materials for this purpofe, rather' than 
fiop iliort they have realized the moll: frivolous con
jeCtures. The fimple refemblance of names, and 
fome night appearances, feemed, in their eyes, fo 
many lJroofs, and on fuch ruinolls foundations they 
have ereCted fyftems of which they have become 
enamoured, the weaknefs of which the moft igno
rant are able to perceive, and which are often over
turned by one fingle faCt which is inconteftable. 
Hence it happens, that the manner in which the 
New World has received its firll: inhabitants remain
ing in very great uncertainty, they have imagined 
difficulties where none really were, and they have 

'carried this extravagance to fuch a height, as to be
lieve, that tbe Americans were not the defcendants 
of our firll: parents; as if the ignorance of the man
ner in which a thing hath happened, ought to make 
us look upon it as impoffible, or at leall: as excreme-
1 y diffic ul t. 

But what is moll: fingular in this, is, that they 
fhould have neglected the only means that remain
ed to come at the truth of what they were in fearch 
of; 1 mean, the comparing the languages. In ef
feCt, in the refearch in queftion, it appears to me, 
that the knowledge of the principal languages of 
America, and the comparing them with thofe of 
our Hemifphere, that are looked upon as primitive, 
might poffibl y fet us upo~ fome happy difcovery ; 
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a"d that way of afcending to the original of nati~ 
pns, which is the leafr equivocal, is far from being 
fo difficult as might be imagined. We have had, and 
fiill have travellers and miliionaries, who have work
~d on the languages that are fpoken in all the pro
vinces of the New W orId. It would only be ne
cefTary to make a colleCl:ion of their g~ammars and 
vocabularies, and to collate them with the dead and 
~iving languages of the Old W orId that pafs for ori
ginaJs. l.ven the different dialects, in fpite of the 
alterations they have undergone, frill retain enough 
pf the mother-tongue to furnilh confiderable lights. 

Inftead of this method, which has been negleCl: .. · 
ed, they have made enquiries into the manners, 
cufioms, religion, and traditions of the Americans, 
in order to dilCover their original. Notwithfiand
ing, I am perfuaded, that this difquifition is only 
capable of producing a falfe light, more likely to 
dazzle, and to make us wander from the right path, 
~han to lead us with certainty to the point propofed. 
Arlcier.t traditions are effaced frlilm the minds of 
fueh . as ha~e not, or, who, during feveral ages" 
have been, without any helps to preferve them; 
:;r:d hali the world is exaCl:ly in this fituation. New 
tvents, and a new arrangement of things give rife 
to new traditions, which efface the former, and are 
th:D,felHs effaced in their turn. After one or tWQ 
centuries have paffed, there no longer remain any 
marks capable of leading us to ~nd the traces of 
the fir it traditio~s. 

The manners very foon degenerate by means of 
~ommerce \\ ith foreigners, and by the mixture or 
feveral ~ations uniting in one body, and by a change 
of empire alv.J) s accompanied with a new fOi"m of 
C:Yit::rnmen~. llow much more reafon is there tQ 
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believe fuch a fcnlible alteration of genius and man
ners amongft wan~ering nations become favage, 
living, without principles, laws, education, or civil 
government, which might ferve to bring them back 
to the antient manners. Cuftoms are frill more ea:.. 
fily dell:rored. A new way of living introduces 
new cuftoms, and thofe which have been forfaken 
are very foon forgotten. What fual! I fay of the 
abfolute want of fuch things as are moft neceffary 
to life? And of which, the necefIity of doing with
out, cauCes their names and ufe to perilh together. 

Lall:1y, nothing has undergone more fudden, fre
quent, or more furprizing revolutions than religion. 
When once men have abandoned the only true one, 
they foon lofe it out of their fight, and find them
felves entangled and bewildered in filch a labyrinth 
of incoht'rent errors, inconfiftency and contradic
tion being the natural inheritance of fallhood, that 
there remains not the fmalleft thread to lead liS back 
to the trmh. We have feen a very fenfible exam
ple of this in the laft age. The Buccaneers of St. 
Domingo, who were chriftians, but who had no 
commerce except amongll: themfelves, in !efs than 
thirty years, and through the fole want of religious 
wor!hip, in!1 ruction, and an authority capable of 
retaining them in their duty, had come to fuch a 
pals, as to have loll all marks of chrill:ianity, ex
cept baptifm alone. Had thefe fllbfill:ed, only to 
the third generation, their grandchildren would have 
been as void of chrifbanity as the inhabitants of 
Terra Auftralis, or New-Guinea. They might 
pollibly have preferved fome ceremonies, the reafon 
of which they could not have accoLlnted for, and 
is it not preciCely in the fame manner, that fa many 
iu&dtl nations are found to have in their idolatrous 
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worfhip, ceremonies which appear to have been 'co
pied after ours. 

The cafe is not the fame with refpect to languages. 
I allow that a living language is fubjeC't to continual 
Chl!1g~'S, and as all languages have been [0, we may 
fay v.ith truth, that none of them have preferved 
their original purity. But it is no lefs true, that in 
[pite of the changes, introduced by cuftom, they 
have not loft every thing by which they are dillin
gui!hed from others, which is fufficient for our pre
!ent purpofe; and that from the rivulets, arifing' 
from the principal fprings, I mean the dialects, we 
may afcend to the mother tongues themftlves; and 
that by attending to the ohlervation of a learned 
academician *, that mother-tongues are dillinguifhed 
by being more nervous than thofe derived from 
them, becaufe they are formed from nature; that 
they contain a greater number of words imitating 
the things whereof they are the figns; that they are 
}ers indebted to chance or hazard, and that that 
mixture which forms the dialects, always deprives 

-them of fame of that energy, which the natural 
conneCtion of their found with the things they re
prefent always give them. 

Hence, I conclude, that if thofe characteriftical 
marks are found in the Americans languages, we 
cannot reafonably doubt of their being truly origi
n, a1; and, confeque,ntly, that the people, who fpeak 
them have pafTed over into that hemifphere, a thort 
rill.e after the firfl: difperfioo of mankind; efpeci
Illly, if they are entirely unknown in our Continent. 
I have already obferved, that it is an arbitrary fup
polition that the great grandchildren of Noah were 

.' ~ 1\1. l' -Abbe du Bos, Hijloy)· if Painting ((ltd Poetry. 
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not able to penetrate into the New World, or that 
~hey never thou~ht of it. In' effeCl:, I fee no rea
fon that can juftify fuch a notion. Who can feri
ou}ly believe that Noah and his immediate defcend
ants knew lefs than we do; that the builder and 
pilot of the greateft fhip that ever was, a fhip which 
was formed to ttaverfe an .unbounded ocean, and 
had fo many fhoals and quickfands to guard againft, 
fhould be ignorant of, or fhould not have commu
nicated to thofe of his defcendants who furvived 
him, and by whofe means he was to execute the 
order of the great Creator, to people the univerfe, 
I fay, who can believe he fhould not have commu
nicated to them the art of failing upon an ocean, 
which was not only more calm and pacifick, but at 
the fame time confined within its ancient limits? 

Is it even determined on fufficient' grounds, that 
America had not inhabitants before the deluge? Is 
it probable, that Noah and his fans fhould have 
been acquainted with only one half of the world, 
and does not Mofes inform us, that all, even the 
remoteft Continents and il1ands were once peopled? 
How fhall we reconCile this with the fuppofition of 
thofe who maintain, that the firft men were igno
rant of the art of navigation; and can it ferioul1y 
be faid, contrary to the authority of fo refpectable 
a teftimony, as John de Laet has done, that navi
gation is an effect of the temerity of mankind; 
that it does not enter into the immediate views of 
the Creator, and that God has left the land to the 
human fpecies, and the ocean to fillies? Belides, are 
not the il1ands a part of the earth, and are there 
not many places on the Continent, to which it is 
much more natural to go by fea, than by long cir
cuits frequently impracticable, or at ~eaft fo very 
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difficult, as to induce men to undertake almoft any 
thino- in order to avoid them. o 

It is certain, that the art of navigation has fhared 
the fame fate with many others, of which we hav~ 
noproof that our carl y anccflors were entirely ignorant, 
fame of which are now loft, and olhers again pre
ferved only among a few nations; but what does 
this prove? We muft always return to this princi
ple, that the arts necdfary to the defign~ of God I 

have never been unknown to thofe whofe bufinefs it 
was to put them in execution. Induftry, has, per
haps, invented fome which were ufeful orily, and 
luxury difcovered others which ferved only to gratify 
the paffions. We may alfo believe, that what has 
caured many to fall into oblivion, is their having be
come no longer neceffary, and that fuch has been 
the making long voyages as foon as all the parts of 
the world were fupplied with inhabitants. It was 
fufficient for the purpofes of commerce to range 
along the coafts, and to pafs over to the neardl: 
Wands. Need we then be furprized, if men, for 
want of praCtice, loft the fecret of making long 
voyages on an element fo inconftant, and fo fre
quently tempeftuous. 

Who can ever affirm that it was loft fo foon? 
Strabo fays in feveral places, that the inhabitants of 
Cadiz, and all the Spaniards, had large veffels, and 
excel~ed ~n t.he art of.nav.igation. Pliny complains, 
that In 1115 tIme, navIgatIon was not fo perfeCt: as it 
had ~een .f~r feveral ages before; the Ca~thaginians 
and 1 hemClans were long poffeffed of the reputation 
of being hardy and expert mariners. Father Acofta 
allows, that Vafco de Gama found, that the ufe of 
the compafs was known among the inhabitants of 
Mozambique. The ifianders of Madaaafcar have o 
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a tradltiort, ir11porting~ that the Cbinefe had [tnt :i 
colony into their country. And is it not a meer 
begging of the queftion, to reject that tradition on 
account of the impoUibility to fail fo far without 
the help of the compafs. For if the compafiS is 
neceffary for failing from China to Madagafcar, I 
have as much right to fay, on the faith of a tradi
tion, univerfal in that great iiland, that the Chinefe 
have failed to Madagafcar, therefore they had the 
ufe of the compafs; as any other perfon has to rea
fon in this maener, the Chinefe were unacquainted 
with the compafs, therefore they never were at Ma
dagafpr. However, I do not undertake to fupport 
this as matter of faa, which I might fafely do wifh 
very good authors; I only fay I am as well ground
ed in ad vancing, as they are in reje~ing it. 

The Chinefe, whofe original reaches up as high 
as the grandfons of Noah, have anciently had fleetS; 
this is a faa: fufficiently eftabli1hedin hillory : While 
could have nindered them from pailing to Mexico 
by way of the Philippines? The Spaniards perforr.n 
this voyage every year; from thence by coafting 
along 1hore, they might have peopled all America 
on the fide of the South-tea. The ljles Marianne.', 
and many others, of which difcoveries are every 
day made in that ext~nt of I,)cean, which feparates 
China and Japan from America, might have receiv
ed their inhabitants in the fame manner, fome Cooner 
and fome later. The inhabitants of the iOands of 
Solomon, thofe of New-Guinea, new Holland, and 
Terra Auftralis,bear too little refemblance to the 
Americans, to leave room to imagine they could 
have fprung from the fame original, unlefs we trace 
.it up to the remoteft ages. Such is their ignorance 
that we can never know from whence they really 
.draw their defcent; but in fine, all thefe countries 
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are peopled; and it is probable, fome have been fo 
by accident. Now if it could have happened in 
that manner, why might it not have been done at 
the fame time, and by the. fame means with the 
other parts of the globe ?' , 

It cannot be denied, that the original of the. an
cient Celtes and Gauls, fo reriowne~ for their ex
pertners in navigation, and who have fent fa many 
colonies to the extremities of Alia and Europe, af
cends as high as the children of Japhet; and might 
not they have penetrated into America by way of 
the Azores? Should it be objeCted that thefe iflands 
were uninhabited in the fifteenth century, I anfwer, 
that their firft difcoverers, had, undoubtedly, neg
leCted them, in order to fettle themfelves in larger 
and more fertile countries, in an immenfe Continent, 
from which they were at no great diftance. The 
Etkimaux, and fome other nations of North-Ame
rica, bear fo ftrong a refemblance to thofe of the 
north of Europe and Afia, and fo little tQ the reft 
of the inhabitants of the New World, that it is 
eafy to perceive they muft h~ve defcended from the 
former, and that their modern original has nothing 
in common with the latter; I fay, modern original, 
for there is not the leaft appearance of its being an
cient; and it is reafonable to fuppofe, that coun
tries fa very far from being tempting, have been 
inhabited much later than others. 

The fame does not hold good with refpeCt to the 
reft of America, . and I can never think that fo con
fiderable a portion of the globe was unknown to, 
or negleCted by the firft founders of nations; and 
the argument drawn from the charaCters of the A
mericans, and the frightful piCture which was at 
firft given of them, proves nothing againft their an-
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quity. It is thr~e thoufand years at moA: fince 
Europe was full of people as ravage all.d as little ci
vilized, as the greateft part of the Americans; and 
of thefe there are ftill fome remains. Does not Alia, 
the firft feat of religion, policy, arts, and fciences, 
and the centre of the pureft and moft ancient tradi
tions, ftill behold her moll flourifhing empires ell
vironed by the groffeft barbarity? Egypt which has 
boafted of having been the fource of the fineft im
provements, and which has relapfed into the pro
foundeft ignorance; the empire of the Abyffinians fo 
ancient, and heretofore fo flouriiliing; Lybia, which 
has produced fo many great men; Mauritania which 
has fent forth fo many men learned in all fciences : 
have not thefe always had in their neighbourhood 
people who feemed to poffefs nothing human but 
the figure? Why then fhould we be furprized that 
the Americans, fo long un!<-nown to the reft of the 
world, fhould have become barbarians and favages, 
and that their moft fiourifhing empires fhould be 
found defiitute of fo many articles which we reckoll 
ihdifpenfably neceffary in our hemifphere. 

Let us enquire what has rendered the moun
taineers of the Pyrenees fo fierce. as many of them 
are at this day; what is the original of the Lap
landers and Samoeides, the Cafres, and Hottentots; 
why under the fame parallels of latitude there are 
blacks in Africa, and not elfewhere; and we fhall 
then find an anfwer to the fame queftions, refpeeting 
the Efkimaux and Algonquins. the Hurons and 
Sioux, the Guayranis and t'atagonians. If it be 
afked, why the Americans have no beards, nor hair 
on their bodies, and why the greateft part of them 
are of a reddifh colour, I fhall afk in 1TI)r turn, 
why t;,.he Africans are moftly black? This quefiion 
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is of no coniequence in the difpute on the orjgill$.t 
of the Americans. 

Primitive nations have been mixed and divided 
by various caufes, foreign and domeftick wars as 
ancient as the luft of' dominion, or the pamon for 

·oomineering, the necemty ,of feparating and remov
ing to greater diftances, either becaufe the country 
was no longer able to contain its inhabitants multi
plied to an infinite degree, or becaufe the weaker 
were obliged to fly before the ftronger; that reft
lefsnefs and curiofity, fo natural to mankind, a thou
fand other reafons eafily to be imagined, and which 
all enter into the defigns of Providence; the man
ner in which thofe migrations have been made; the 
difficulty of preferving arts and traditions amongft 
fugitives tranfplanted into uncultivated countries, 
and Out of the way of carrying on any correfpond
eoce with civilized nations: All this I fay is eaft 
to conceive. U nforefeen accidents, tempefts, and 
fhipwrecks, have certainly contributed to people aU 
the habitable part of the world; and ought we to 
wonder after this, at perceiving certain refemblances 
between the remoteft nations, and at finding fuch a 
difference between nations bordering upon one ano
ther. 

We may likewife further underftand, that forne 
part of thefe wanderers, either forced by necemty to 
unite for mutual defence, or to withdraw from the 
domination of fame powerful people, or induced by 
the eloquence and abilities of a legiOator, mull have 
formed monarchical governments; fubmitted to 
laws, and joined together in regular and national 
focieties. Such have been the beginnings of the 
moll ancient empires in the Old World; and fuch 
might have been the rife of thofe of Peru and 
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Mexico in the New; but we are defiiwte of hifio
rical monuments to carry us any farther, and there 
is nothing, I repeat it, but the knowledge of the 
primitive languages which is capable of throwing 
any light upon thefe clouds of impenetrable dark
nefs. It is not a little furprifing, that a method fo 
natural and practicable has been hitherto neglected 
of" making difcoveries as interefiing at Jeaft, as the 
greateft part of thofe which for thefe two ages paft 
have employed the attention of the learned. We 
fhould, at leaft, be fatisfied amongft that prodigious 
number of various nations inhabiting America, and 
differing fo much in language from one another; 
lVhich are thofe who fpeak languages totally and 
entirely different from thofe of the Old World, and 
who, confequently, muft be reckoned to have pafs
ed over to A merica in the earlieft ages; and thofe, 
who from the analogy of their language, with thefe 
ufed in the three other parts of the globe, leave 
room to judge that their migration has been moro 
recent, and ought to be attributed to fhipwrecks, or 
to fome accident fimilar to thofe of which I have 
fpoken in the courfe of this difi"ertation. 
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OF A 

VOY AGE to AMERICA; 

Addreffed to the 

DUe H E S S 0 F L E $ G U IE R E s~ 

LET T E R FIR S T. 

MAD A M, Rochefflrt, June 30th, J 720~ 

YOU were pleafed to exprefs a defire I fhould 
write you regularly by every opportunity I 

could find, and 1 have accordingly given you my 
promife, becaufe I am not capable of refufing you 
any thing; but I am greatly afraid you will foon 
grow weary of receiving my letters: for I can hardly 
perfuade myfelf you will find them near fa intereft
ing is you may imagine they ought to be. In a 
word, you have laid your account with a continued 
journal; but in the firll: place, I forefee that the 
mefiengers, by whofe hands I mull: tranfmit my 
letters to you, will never be over and above exaCt in 
conveying them, and may pollibly fometimes fail 
in delivering them altogether; in which cafe, you 
can only have a mUIilated and imperfeCt journal : 

befides, 



( 6z ) 

befides, I am as yet at a lofs where I am to find 
materials to fill it. For you muft certainly know, 
that I am fent into a country, where I {hall often 
be obliged to travel a hundred leagues and upwards, 
without fo much as meeting with one human crea· 
turey or indeed any. thing elfe but one continued 
prolpeCl of rivers, lakes, woods, and mountains. 
And bdides, what fort of men {hall I meet with? 
With favages, whole language I do not underftand. 
and who are equally unacquainted with mine. Be· 
fides, what can men, who live in the moft barba
rous ignorance, lay to me, that can affeB: me; or 
what em I find to fay to them, who are full as in
different and unconcerned as to what pafI'es in Eu
rope, and as little afreCled with it, as YOli and I 
Madam are, with what relates to their private con· 
cerns. 

In the f~cond place, 1110uld I make ufe of the 
priviledge of a traveller, I know you too well to 
venture upon taking that liberty with you, or to 
flatter myfelf I fhould find any credit with you, 
j}"jQuld I attempt it. You .nay therefore lay afide 
all fuch apprehenfions in myfelf, for 1 feel no man. 
ner of inclination to forge adventures: 1 have al
ready had a:1 experimental proof of the truth of 
what is faid by an ancient author, that men carry 
their own peculiar genius and blanners about with 
them crofs all feas, and through all changes of cli~ 
,nate, let them go whtre they will; and I, for my 
part, hope to pre[crve that fincer}ty, for which you 
know me, crofs the vaft regions of America, and 
through thofe feas, which fepa/ate that New World 
from ours. You are ple,afed to exprefs fome con
cern for my health: whic~ you do not think fuffici. 
ently confirmed to undertake fo long and fatiguing 
'!o \ 8F6~; but thank God, I ga.ther ftrength daily, 
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and I wifh I could promife myfelf with the fame 
certainty, or at leaft probability, every other quali
fication neceffary to acquit myfelf, as 1 ought, of 
the cQmmiffion, with which I have been enrrufted. 
But would you believe it, Madam, I thought I 
fhould have loft my life about half way between 
Paris and Rochefort. Perhaps you frill remember 
what you have often heard me fay, that Ollr rivers in 
france were no more than rivulets, compared with 
thofe ot America: I can affure you, the Loire was 
very near taking a fevere revenge on me for this 
outrage and affront done to the dignity of that 
river. 

I had taken boat at Orleans with four or five 
officers belonging to Conti's regiment of infantry. 
On the fixteenth, being over-againft: Lange!s, and 
being unable to advance any farther, on account of 
a ftrong wind blowing direB:ly in Ollr teeth, we 
wanted to gain that village, to make fure of 
good lodgings, in cafe of being obliged to paiS 
the night there. For this purpoie, it was neceffary 
to crofs the river, which we accordingly propofed 
to our boatmen, who !hawed great reluCtance to 
undertake it; but being young people, and we in
fifting on it, they durl1: not contradICt us. We had 
hardly got to the middle of the channel, when we 
could have wilbed to have been back again; but it 
was now too late, and what troubled me moft of 
all, it was I who propofed the advice we fa heartily 
repented of. We were really in great danger, which 
was evident from the countenances of our conduc
tors; however, they were not difcouraged, and 
managed fo well, that they extricated us out of this 
~iffkulty. 

The 
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The danger being over, one of the company who 

had frequently been on tho. point of ihipping, in 
order to betake himfelf to fwimming, took upon 
him to cry out with all his force, but with a tone 
which iliowed there was frill a palpitation at his 
heart, that I had been in a great fright. Perhaps, 
he fpoke truer -than he thought of; all this was, 
however, nothing but guefs-work; and. efpe
cially to ward off the reproaches they were begin
ning to make me, and in order to perfuade others 
there was no danger, I had al ways prefervc:d a tole
rable good countenance. We frequently meet with 
thofe falfe bravos, who, to conceal their own ap
prehenfions, endeavour to make a diverfion by ral
lying thofe who have much better courage than 
themfelves, In the mean time, Madam, were I to 
believe in omens, here was fufficient to form a bad 
augury of a voyage I was goi~g to undertake for 
above three thoufand leagues by fea, and to fail in 
a canoe of bark on two of the greateft rivers in the 
world, and on' lakes almoft as large, and at leaft 
full as tempdtuous as the Pontus Euxinus, or the 
Cafpian fea. 

The Loire continued to be full as untraCtable all 
the reft of the day, fo we fie-pt at Large!s; our of
ficers, who had their Lieutenant de Roy at thei~ 
head, were civil men enough, and extremely agree
able company. They were, moreover, very religi
ous, and they gave one proof of it, which was far 
from being doubtful. There was a kind of adven
turer that had joined thtm at Paris, who was half 
wit, half petit J}1litre: as far as Orleans he had 
kept tolerably within bounds, but., the moment we 
were embarked, he begari to break out a little, and 
by degrees, came to talk on religious matters in a 
very libertine manner. I had the fatisfaCl:i9n to fee 
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that all our officers were fa much offended at it, that 
at Langets none of them would lodge in the fame 
houfe with him. A young lieutenant took it upon 
him to tell him of it, and obliged him to feek 01 
lodgi,ng elfewhere. 

I arrived here the 19th; I was expeCted as I was 
charged with packets from the court; but they 
looked for fomewhat befides, that is to fay, fame 
money, which arrived not tiII to-day. To-morrow 
] embark on board the Camel, a large and fine 
frigate belonging to the king, now in the road be
low the me of Aix, where 1 Jhall find myfelf in the 
midft of my acquaintances. I have already been at 
fea with M. de Voutran, who is captain of her, and 
with Chaviteau the firft pilot; and I have lived with 
feveral of the officers and paifengers in Canada. 
We are told, that we are extremely well-manned, 
and there is not a fea-officer who is better acquaint
ed with the voyage we are going to make than our 
captain. Thus I have nothing to defire, whether 
with regard to the fafety or agreeablenefs of the 
paifage. 

I {1m, &c. 

LETTER 
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Voyage from Rochelle to ~ebec ; fame Remarks 
on that pajJage, on tI.'e great Bank if New
foundland, and on the River St. Lawrence. 

Madam, 
ffJ'!Fbec, Sept. 24-, 1720. 

Y Efterday I arrived in this city, after a tedious 
and troublefome paffage of eleven weeks and 

fix days; we had, however, only a thoufand leagues 
to fail; thus you fee that at fea we do not always 
travel as M.I' Abbe de Choify ufed to fay per la via 
delle pofte. 1 have kept no journal of this voyage. 
as I fuffered greatly from the fea-ficknefs which 
lafted with me for more than a month. I had 
flattered myfelf with being quit this time, having 
already paid tribute twice before; but there are con
ftitutions which are abfolutely incapable of enduring 
that element, of which fort mine is one. Now in 
the condhion, to which we are reduced by this in
difpofition, it is abfolutely impoffible to give any 
attention to what paffes in the fhip. And beftdes, 
nothing can be more barren than fuch a navigation 
as this; for we are generally taken up with en
quiring how, the wind blows, at what rate we ad
'vance, and whether it be in the right courfe; and 
during twO thirds of the way you fee nothing but 

F 2 the 



( 68 ) 

the feas and fldes. I am going, however, to give 
you what my memory can furni1h moft likely to 
~ontribute to your amufement for a quarte~ of al1 
hour, in order to acquit myfelf as mJ.1ch as IS pof
fible of the promife I made you. 

We continued in the ro.ad the f1.rft of July th~ 
whole day, and the fecond we fet fail by the favour 
of a gentle breeze atnorth-eaft. The three firft 
days the wind continued favourable, though in very 
light breezes, which, from the calmnefs of the fea, 
were fufficiently acceptable. It feemed as if it wanted 
to lull us afleep before it 1howed hfelf in all its fury. 
The fourth or fifth, the wind changed, fo that we 
were obliged to lie clofe-haul'd *. The fea grew 
high, and for near fix weeks we were mu~h torred. 
The winds ihifted contirlUally, but were much of" 
tener againft us than favourable, fo that we were 
obliged almoft continually to ply to windward. 

On the ninth of Auguft our pilots believed them., 
felves on the great bank of Newfoundl~nd, and 
they were not much miftaken; they were even in 
the right in reckoning fo, it being the bufinefs of a 
good navigator to be always fomewhat a-head of his 
fuip; that is to fay, to fuppore himfelf farther ad
va.need than he reall y is; but from the 9th to the 
I bth, we fcaree made any way at all. What is 
called the great bank of Newfoundland, is properly 
a mountain, hid under ~ater, abOllt fix hundred 
French league.s from the weftern fide of that king
dom. The Sleur Denys, who has given the world 
~n e~ce~lent wo~k on. North-America, and a very 
~ftruchve treatlfe, glVes this mountain an hundred 
and fiftv leaQ:ues in' extent. from nqrth to fOllth; 

• '[0 lie c/q[e.btr"l'd, \hat is, to fail almoft ~irealY agaill~ 
Ih~ wind, Or as nearly as nnllihl,. 
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but, according to the moft exaCl: rea-charts, the Be
ginning of it on the fouth-fide is in 41 deg. north 
lat. and its northern extremity is in +9 deg. 25 min. 

It is indeed true, that bbth its extremities are fo 
narrow, that it is very difficult to fix its boundaries 
with any exaCl:nefs. Its greateft breadth from eaft 
to weft is about 90 fea leagues of England and 
France, between 40 and 49 deg. of long. weil: from 
the meridian of Paris. I have heard failors fay, 
that they have anchored upon it in five fathom wa
ter; which is likewife contrary to what the Sieur 
Denys advances, who pretends he never found lefs 
than five and twenty. But it is certain, that in fe
veral places there is upwards of fixty. Towards 
the middle, on the fide next Europe, it forms a bay 
called La Foffe, or the ditch; and this is the reafon. 
why of two fhips under the fame meridian, and 
within fight of one another, the one 1hall find 
ground, and the other no fOl1ndings at all. 

Before you arrive at the great bank, you find a 
lelfer one called the Bane ,]acquet, fituated oppofite 
to the middle of the great one. Some mention a 
third bank before this, to which they give a coni
tal figure; but I have feen pilots who make no 
more than one of all the three, and anfwer fuch ob
jeCtions as are made to them, by alferting, that 
there are cavities in the great bank, and ot {uch a 
depth as to deceive thofe who are led into the falfe 
fuppofition of three different banks, by not happen,
ing. to run out a fufficient length of cable when they 
call: anchor. However, let the fize and 1hape of 
this mountain be as they will, fince it is impoffible 
to afcertain them to any degree of exaCl:nefs; you 
find on it a prodigious quantity of fhell-fifh, with 
feveral forts of other filhes of all fizts, moil: part 
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of which feive for the common nourifhment of the 
cod, the number of which {eems to equal that of 
the grains of fand which cover this bank. For 
more than tWO centuries fince, there have been load
ed with them from two to three hundred fhips an~ 
nually, notwithfb.nding the diminution is not per
ceivable. It might not, however, be amifs, to dif
continue this fifhery from time to time, and the 
more fe, as the gulph of St. Lawrence, and even 
the river, for more than fixty leagues, the coafts of 
Acadia, thofe of the Ijle Royale, or Cape Breton,· 
and of Newfoundland, are no lefs replenifhed with 
this fifh, than the great bank. Thefe, Madam, 
are true mines, which are more valuable, and re
quire much lefs expence than thofe of Peru and 
Mexico. 

We fuffered a great deal during'the whole time 
that the contrary winds detained us on the frontiers 
of the empire of the cod- fifh; this being by much 
the moft difagreeable and inconvenient place in all 
the ocean to fail in. The fun fcarce ever {haws 
himfelf here, and for moft part of the time the air 
is impregnated with a cold thick fog, which indi
cates your approach to the bank, fo as to render it 
impofiible to be miftaken. Now what can poffibly 
be the caufe of fo conftant and remarkable a phe
nomenon! Can it be the neighbourhood of the land 
and of thofe forefts with which it is covered? But 
befides, that Cape Race, which is the neareft land 
to .the great bank is thirty five leaguesdiftant, the fame 
thIng happens not on any other coaft of the iOand ; 
and further the iO,md of Newfoundland is not fub, 
.it:Cl: to fogs, ex~ept on th.e fide towa:ds the great 
bank; every wnere eIfe Its coafts enloy a pure air 
and a ferene fky. It is, therefore probable, that 
the c3ufe of the mias, in which Cape Race is ge-

nerally 



{ 71 ) 

fieratty hid, is the proximity of the great banI<:, arid 
muft be fought for on the bank itfelf. Now this 
is my conjecture on this head, which I fubmit td 
the judgment of the learned. I begin with obferv .. 
ing, that we have another fign by which we difco. 
ver our near approach to the great bank; and it is 
this, that on all its extremities commonly called its 
Ecorres, there is always a Ihott tumbling fea 
with violent winds. May we not look upon this 
as the caufe of the mifis which prevail here, and 
fay, that the agitation of the water on a bottom, 
which is a mixture of fand and mud, renders the 
air thick and heavy, and that the fun can only at.:. 
traCl: thofe grofs vapours which he is never able fuf. 
ficiently to rarify? You will aik me, whence this. 
agitation of the fea on the moft elevated parts of 
the great bank proceeds, whilft evety where elfe and 
even on the bank itfelf there is a profound calm? 
If I am not deceived it is this. We daily find in 
thefe places currents, which fet fometimes one way 
and fometimes another, the fea being impreffed 
with an irregular motion by thofe currents, and beat· 
ing with impetuofity againft the fides of the bank, 
which are almoft e~ery where very fieep, is repelled 
from it-with the fame violerice, and is the true caufe 
of the agitation remarked on' it. 

If the fame thing happens not in approaching all 
fteep coafis, it is owing to their not being of equal 
extent with this; that there are 110 currents near 
them, that they are Ids ftrong, or that they do nor 
run counter to each other, that they do not meet 
with fa fieep a coafi, and are not repeJled from it 
with equal violence. It is befides certain, as I have 
already obferved, after thofewho follow the fea
faring life, that the agitatron of the (ea, :tnll the 
mud which it ftirs up, contribute much to thicken 
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d'lt! air and encreafe the winds: BUt that chafe 
winds ~hen they proceed from no other ca\lfe do not 
extend very far, and that upon the great: bank, at 
any confiderable diftance from the fide of it, you 
fail with as much tranquillity as in a road. except
ing in the cafe of a violent wind proceeding from 
fome oth€r quarter. 

It was on a Friday the 16th of Auguft, we 
found ourfelves on the great bank in 75 fathom 
water. To arrive at the great bank is called Banc
quer or Banking; to depart from it is called Deban-

. quer or Deb.mking, two expreffions with which the 
cod-filhery has enriched our language. It is the 
cuftom on finding foundings to cry out, Pive Ie Roy, 
which is generally done with great chearfulnefs. 
Our crew were longing for frelh cod; but the [un 
was ret, and" the wind favourable, fo we thought 
proper to take the advantage of it. Towards ele
ven o'clock at night arofe a ftrong wind at [outh
eafl:, which, with our ri1izen only, would have car
ried us three leagues an hour. Had we had this 
inconvenience alone by furling as we did that in
frant all our other fails, we lhoulu have had no reafon 
to complain, but there came on at the fame time fuch 
a plump of rain, that you would have thought all 
the cataracts of the heavens had been opened. What 
was ftill worfe, the thunder began at the time 
when it commonly ends, it fell fo near us, that 
the rudder was wounded, and all the failors 
that worked the {hip felt the fhock of it. 
Then it grew louder, and a hundred pieces of can
non could not have made a greater noife. We could 
not hear one another, and fa thick were the peals, 
as to feem one continued roar. Nor could we fee 
any thing in the midfl: of "the lightning, fo much 
were we dazzled wIth it. In a word, for an hour 

and 
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arid an balf, our deftruction feemed inevitable; the 
hearts of the braveR: amongft us mifgave them; 
for the thunder continued always directly over our 
heads, and had it ftruck us a fecond time we might 
have become food for the cod, at whofe expence 
we had reckoned very foon to make good cheer. 
Caftor or Pollux, for I know not which of the two 
was then upon duty, had forwarned us under the 
name of Feu de St. Elme *, of all this Fracas, other
wife we might pollibly have been furprized and 
overfe~. 

An hour and a half afterwards the rain ceafed, 
the thunder feemed at a diftance, and the flaJhes of 
lightning were only feen faintly on the horizon. 
The wind continued ftill favourable and without 
bluftering, and the fea became fmooth as glafs. 
Everyone was then for going to bed, but the beds 
were all wet, the rain having penetrated through the 
moft imperceptible chinks, a circumftance which is 
inevitable when a fhip is much toifed. They, how
ever did the beft they could, and thought themfelves 
extremely happy to be fo eafily quit. Every thing 
violent is of Jhort durati6n, and above all a fouth
eaft wind at leaa in there [ease It never continues 
but whtm it grows ftronger by degrees, and often 
ends in a ftorm. The calm returned with day
light, we made nE> progrefs, but diverted ourfe1ves 
with fifhing. ' 

Every thing is good in the cod, whilft it is frefh ; 
and it lofes nothing of its good reliJh, and become,s 

. even firmer after it has been kept two days in fait ~ 
but it is the fiJhers only who taile the moft delici-

• Thefe fires never mi{, to be obferved on the yards at the 
approach of a fiorm. 

ous 
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ous parts of this filb, that is to fay, the head, the 
tongue, and the liver, which, after having been 
fteeped in oil and vinegar, with a little pepper, make 
a moft exquifite fauce. Now, in order to preferve 
all thefe parts would require too much faIt; fo that 
whatever they cannot confume whilft the fifhing fea
fon Iafts, is thrown into the fea. The largeft cod I 
have ever feen was not quite three feet in length; 
notwithftanding thofe of the great bank are the 
largeft: but, there is, perhaps, no animal which 
has fo wide a throat in proportion to its fize, or that 
is more voracious. A II forts of things are found 
in the belly of this filb, even pieces of broKen 
earthen ware, iron, and glafs. It was at firft be
lieved capable of digefting all this, but the world 
has become fenfible of this miftake, which was 
founded on this circumftance, that fome pieces of 
iron half worn away, had been found in the belly 
of it. It i, the received opinion at this day that 
the Gau, which is the nanie that the fifhers have 
given to the ftomach of the cod-fifh, turns infide 
out, like a pocket, and that by means of this ac
tion, this fiili difburdens itfelf of whatever incom
modes it. 

What is called in Holland the CabeialJ, is a fort 
of cod which is caught in the channel and [orne other 
places, and which differs from the cod of America 
only in that it is of a much [maller lize. That of 
the great Bank is falted only, and this is what is called 
White, or m~re commbnly Green Cod. M. Denys 
tells us on tillS head, that he has [een faIt made in 
~anada :qual to what is carried thither from Brouage 
In Old t'rance, but that after they had made the 
experiment, the faIt-pits, which had been dug on 
purpofe, were filled up. Thofe who have the moft 
exclaimed againft this country, as being utterlY 

gooti 
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good for nothing, have been the very perfons who 
have been more than once the caufe why no advan
tage has been reaped:ftom it. Dried cod, or what 
is caned la Merlucbe, can only be taken on the 
coafts ; which requires great attendance and much 
experience. M. Denys, who agrees that all thofe 
he had ever known to follow this 'Commerce in A,ca
dia ruined themfelves by it, fully proves, and makes 
it extremely plain, that they are in the wrong who 
conclude from thence that the cod is not in great a
bundance in thofe parts. But he a{ferts, that in order 
to carryon this fifhery there to advantage, the fifhers 
muft be perfons reliding in the country; and he 
reafons in this manner. Every feafon is not equally 
proper for this fifhery; it can only be carried 011 

from the beginning of the month of May, till the 
end of Augufl:. Now if you bring failors from 
France, either you mu!l: pay them for the whole 
year, in which cafe your expences will fwallow up 
the profits, or you muft pay them for the fifhing 
feafon only, in which they can never find their ac
count. For to fay that they may be employed for 
the refl: of the y'ear in fawing of boards and felling 
of timber, is certainly a mi!l:ake, as they could nor 
poffibly make the expence of their living out of it ; 
fa that thus either they muft needs ruin the under
taker or die of hunger. 

But if they are inhabitants of the place, the un
dertakers will not only be better ferved, but alfo it 
will be their own faults if they do not prefently get 
a fortune. By this means they will be able to make 
choice of the be!l: hands; they will take their own 
time to begin the filhery, they will make choice of 
proper places, they will make great profits for the 
fpace of four months; and the reft of the year they 
may employ in working for themfelves at home. 

Had 
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Had things been fettled upon this bottom in thore 
parts for a hundred and fifty years laft pait, Acadia 
muft have become one of the moft powerful colo,:, 
nies in all America. For whilft it was given out 
in France, and that with a kind of affea:ation th~lt 
it was impoffible ever to do any thing in that coun
try, it enriched the people of New-England by the 
fiiliing trade only, though the Englilh were without 
feveral advantages for carrying it on, which Ollr fi
tuation offered us. 

After leaving the great bank, YOll meet with fe
veralleffer ones, all of them equally abounding in 
fifh, nor is the cod the only fpecies found in. thofe 
feas. And though you do not in faa: meet with· 
many Requiems, fcarce any Giltheads and Bonettas, 
or thofe other fifhes which require warmer feas, yet 
to make amends they abound with whales, blowers, 

. fword-fith, porpuffes, threfhers, with many others 
of lefs value. We had here more than once the 
pleafure of viewing the combat of the whale and 
fword-fith, than which nothing can be more enter
taining. The fword.fifh is of the thicknefs of a 
cow, from feven to eight feet long, the body taper
ing towards the tail. It derives its name from its 
weapon, which is a kind of fword three feet in 
length and four fingers in breadth. It proceeds 
from his fnout, and from each fide he has a range 
of teeth an inch long, and placed at equal diftancd 
from each other. This filli is dreffrd with any fort 
of fauce, and is excellent eating. His head is 
more delicious than a calf's, and thicker, and of a 
fquarer form. His eyes afe extremely large. The 
whale and fword-fifh never meet without a battle, 
and the latter has the fame of being the conftant 
aggreffor. Sometimes two fword-fillies join aaainit 
one whale, in which caie the partits are by no 
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means equal. The whale, in lieu of arms offenfive 
and defenfive, has only his tail; in order to ufe it: 
againft his enemy he dives with his head, and if the 
blow takes place fini1hes him at a . ihoke; but the 
other, who is very adroit in {bunning it, immedi
llotely falls upon the whale, and buries his weapon in 
his fides. And as he feldom pierces quite to the 
bottom of the fat, does him no great damage; 
when the whale. difcovers the other darting upon 
him he dives, but the fword-filh purfues him under 
water, and obliges him to rife again to the furface ; 
then the battle begins anew, and lans till the fword
filh lofes fight of the whale, who makes a flying 
fight of it, and is a better fwimmer than he on the 
furface of the water. 

The FIC/tau, or threllier, refembles a large plaice, 
lind what is called by the French fiiliermenjlet, ap
pears to be the diminutive of this filh. He is grey 
on the back and white under the belly. His length. 
is generally from four to five feet, his breadth at 
leaft two, and his thicknefs one. His head is very 
thick, 1111 of it exquifite and extremely tender; from. 
the bones is extracted a juice which is preferable to 
the fineft marrow. His eyes which are almoft as 
large as thofe of the fwordfi1h, and the gills are 
mofl: delicious morfels. The body is thrown into 
the fea, to fatten the cod, to whom the threilier 
is the moft dangerous enemy, and who makes but 
one meal of three of thofe fillies. I {hall not trou
ble your Grace with a defcription of all the fpecies 
of birds which live on thofe feas, and that only by 
fi1hing, all of them being naturally filliers, as feve
ral travellers have already mentioned them, though 
lneir ll~CQUnts contain notijin~ worth notice. 

On 
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On the 18th, the wind favourable; we believe 
the winds have carritd us a little too far to the fouth
ward, and we are failing weft:-nonh-wefr, in order 
to recover our latitude. For ten or twelve days 
pair we have ncvt:r feen the fun, and on that 
account have not been able to take an obfervation. 
This happens pretty often, and is what occafions 
the greatefr danger of this navigation. Towards 
eg:1t o'clock in the morning, we perceiYe a fmalt 
vdicl, which feems to make towards us, we frand 
towards her, and when we are come near enough, 
afked her, in what latitude we are? This was an 
Englifuman, the captain of which anfwered in his 
own language; we imagined, he faid, we were in 45 
deg. We had, however, no realon to rely too much 
upon his account, as he might pollibly be in the 
fam{- mi: ake with ourfdves. We take heart not
withr.:anding, and as the wind continues favourable, 
we flatter ourfelves if it ft:ands, with the hopes of 
palling the gulph in two days. 

Towards four o'clock in the evening the wind 
fell, which amazed us all; this was, notwithfrand
ing, what preferved us. At I I o'clock at night, 
the horizon appeared very black a-head of us, tho' 
ev~ry where elie the heavens were extremely ferene. 
The [<\ilors of the watch did not hefitate t~ fay, that it 
was the land we taw, the officer of the watch laugh
ed at them, but on feeing that they perfifred in 
their opinion, he began to think they might polli
bly be in the right. Luckily for us, there was fo 
little wind, that it was with difficulty the iliip would 
freer; 10 that he hoped day-light would appear be
fore we approached too near the land. At midnight 
the watch was changed; the, failors, who fucceed
ed thofe on the former watch, were immediately of 

I their opinion; but their officer undertook to prove 
to 
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to them t~at what they faw could not poffibly be 
the land. but was a fog wliich would vani1h as 
daylight came on. He was not able to perfuade 
them of it, and they perfifted in maintaining that 
the heavens were too ferene for any mift to be on 
the oppofite fide, except the land lay that way like
wife. 

At day-break, they all fell a crying out that 
they faw the land. The officer, without even deign
ing to look that way, fhrugged up his fhoulders, 
and at four o'clock went to fleep, affilring them, 
that ;~'htn he fhould awake he fhould find this pre
tended land vanifhcd. His fuccelfor who was the 
Count de Vaudreuil, being more cautious, imme
diately ordered fome of the fails to be furled, and 
was not long before he faw the necefIity of this pre
caution. As fOO~1 as day appeared, we difcovered 
the horizon all fet round with land, and at the 
.fame time a finall Englifh velfel at anchor within 
two cannon fhot of us. M. de Voutron being in
formed of it caufed the incredulous officer to be cal
led up that inftant, whom they had much todo to 
get out of his cabbin, where he maintained that it 
was impoffible we could have land fo near llS. He 
came, however, after two or three fummonfes, and 
at fight of the danger to which his obftinacy had 
expofed us, he was feized with aftonilhment.. He 
is, notwithftanding the moft expert man in France 
for navigating on thefe feas, but too great a fhare 
of abilities is fometimes of prejudice when we place 
tOO much confidence in them. 

Notwithftanding, Madam, if the wind had not 
fallen at four o'clock in the evening before, we had 
~ertainly gone to the bottom in the night; for we 
were r.unning full fail upon breakers, from whence 
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it was itnpoffible we could ever be got off. The 
difficulty was to know where we were. We were, 
however, certain that we were not in 45 deg. the 
evening before. The queftion was, were we more 
to the north or fomh? And on this there were dif
ferent opinions. One of our officers affured us, 
that the land which appeared before us was Aca
dia; that he had formerly made a voyage thither. 
and that he knew it again; another maintained that 
it was the iOands of St. Peter. But what reafon is 
there to think. faid others to him, we are fo far ad
vanced? It is not yet twenty-four hours fince we 
were upon the great bank, and it is more than an 
hundred leagues from the great bank, to the iOands 
of St. Peter. The pilot Chaviteau pretended, that 
it was Cape R ace. That there is fome error in our 
reckoning, faid he, there is not the leaft doubt, and 
we ought not to wonder at it, it being impoffible 
to keep an exact account in the way of currents 
which we are not acquainted with, and which are 
continually changing, and efpecially as we had not 
the benefit of taking the latitude to fet us to rights. 
But it is paft the bounds of all probability that 
we Jhould either be on the coaft of Acadia, or at 
the iOands of St. Peter *. 

His reafoning appeared juft to us, we could. 
however, have wiJhed he had been miftaken, for 

. we knew how difagreeable a thing it was to be en-

'" In 1725. tpe fame Chaviteau committed a blunde~ much' 
more fatal. H: was .hen likewife king's pilot on board the 
Came!, and h~vlng been feveral days without taking the lati
tude In the mgbt of the 25th of Augufl, this /hip ftruck upon 
a ro,k near Loui0urgh in the ifland of Cape. Breton, and every, 
fool qn board penlhed. It appeared by the journals that had 
been kept on board, and which wee found afterwards, that 
lhey believed themfch1e! ftin {eventy leagues from that ifland. 
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tangled with the land' under Cape Race. In this 
uncertainty we refolved to confult the captain of the 
Englifhman that lay a-head of us, and Chaviteau 
was charged with this commiffion. He reflected at 
his,return, that the En?;lifh 'had been as much fur
prized at finding themfelves in this bay as we were, 
but with this difference, that this was ~he place whi
ther their bufi~efs led them; that Cape Race was 

. before us, and Cape du Brole ten leagues below; 
that {rom the midft of thoft: breakers, on which we 
had like to have been caft away, there iffued a ri
ver, at the entry of which there was an Englifh 
fettlement, whither thia fmall veffel was bound with 
provifions. 

About fifteen years ago, there happened to us a 
very fingular adventure in this very paffage, and 
which expoft:d us to, perhaps, as great danger as 
that which I have. been relating. This was a few 
days after the 15th of A uguft, and till then we had 
been much incommoded with exceffive heats. One 
morning, as we were getting up we were feized 
with fo intenfe a cold as to be obliged to have re
courfe to our winter garments. We could, by no 
means imagine the. caufe of this, as (he, weather 
was extremely fine, and as the wind did not blow 
from the north. At lail, on the third day there
after, at four o'clock in the morning, one of the 
failors cried out with all his might, Luff, luff, that 
is, place the helm fo as to bring the fhip nearer to 
the wind. He was obeyed, and the moment there
after, we perceived an enormous piece of ice which 
glanced ,along the fide of the veffel, and againft 
which fhe muft infallibly have been ilove to pieces, 
if the failor had not been endued with mariner's 
eyes, for we could fcarce fee it, and if the man at 
tHe helm had been lefs alert in Ihifting the tiller. 
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I did not, however ~ fee this piece of ice; as I 

was not then got up; but all who ;were then upon 
deck, atfured us, that it feemed as high as the towers 
of Notre Dame at Paris, and that it was a great. 
deal higher than the mails of the fhip. I have of· 
ten heard it maintained that this was impollible. 
becaufe, befides its extraordinary height above the 
fea, it muft alfo reach to a confiderable depth under' 
water, and that it was not pollible in the nature of 
things, that fuch a piece of ice could be formed. 
To this I anfwer, in the firft place, that in order to 
deny the faCt, we muft give the lie to a number of 
perfons, for it is not the £lrft time that fuch float
ing iOands have been feen at fea. The Mother of 
the Incarnation being upon the fame paffage, nm 
the fame hazard in broad day-light. The piece of 
ice which for want of wind to carry her out of its 
way, had like to have fent her to the bottom, was 
feen by the whule crew, and was reckoned much 
larger than that which we met with. She adds, that 
the general abfoiution was given ~s is ufual in cafes 
of extreme danger. 

It is moreover certain, that in Hudfon's bay there 
are pieces of ice formed by the fall of torrents, 
which tumble from the top of mountains, and 
which breaking off in the fummer with a hideous 
noife, are afterwards carried different ways by the 
current. The Sieur Jeremie, who patfed feveral 
years in this bay, tells us, that he had the curiofity
to caufe found clofe to one of thefe pieces of ice 
which had been ftranded, and that after running our 
a hundred fathom of line, they found no bottom. 
I return to om adventure. Cape Race, Madam, 
is the fouth-eaft point of the Wand of N ewfound
land; it is fituated in 46 deg. and about 30 min., 
north latitude. The coaf'c runs from hence weft-

ward~ 
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ward, a little inclining to the north for the fpace 
of a hundred leagues, and terminates at Cape Ray 
in 47 deg. Almoft half-way, is the great bay of 
Placentia; one of the fin eft ports in all America. 
Weft-fouth-weft from this is a Hummock, which 
is feen from far, and ferves to make it known. This 
is called the Red Hat, from its appearing in this 
form at a diftar:ce, and from its being of a reddifh 
colour. On the 23d at noon, we were abreaft of 
it, and in the evening we failed along the illands of 
St. Peter, which lay on the ftarboard fide, that is 
to fay on our right-hand. 

Thefk are three illands, the two firft of which 
are exceeding high, and from the fide on which we 
were, could be ieen nothing but mountains covered 
with mofs. It is pretended that this mofs in fame 
places covers very fine porphyry. On the fide to
wards Newfoundland, there is fome arable land, 
with an indifferent L')c j f .ort, where we formerl y 
had fame fettlemcnts. The largeft and moft wef
tern of the three, which is more commonly called 
Maguelon illand, is not fa high as the two others, 
and the land of it appears to be very level. ,i t is 
about three quarters of a league in length. On the 
24th, at day-break, we had left it only fiv~ or fix 
kagues behind us, but after midnight we had had 
no wind. Towards five o'clock in the morning, 
there arofe a light breeze at fouth-eaft. Whilft we 
were waiting till it fhoulp grow ftrong enough to 

fiil our fails, we diverted ourleIves with fiiliing, and 
caught a cqnfiderable quantity of cod. Vve fpent 
two hours more than we ought to have done in this 
diverfion, and we had very loon fufficient rea[on to 
repent it. 
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It was eight o'clock when.we made fail, and we 

run the whole nio-ht in hopes of difcovering Cape 
Ray which lay upon our right, or the little ifland 
of St. Paul, which we ought to leave on our left, 
and which is almoll: oppofite to Cape Ray, but night 
came on without our having had fight of eith~r. 
We would then have been very glad that we had 
made ufe of the time we had loft. What was moil 
difao-reeable in this, was, that towards midnight we 
wer~ overtaken by a horm, much fuch another as 
that which we had met with on the great bank, and 
as we had no room to doubt of our being near one 
or other of the two lands between which our courfe 
Jay, we durft not take the benefit of the wind which 
would have advanced us a good deal in Ollr courf~. 
Thus, in fpite of Chaviteau's advice, who under
took to carry us thorough in fafety, we lay too. 
At day-break we perceived Cape Ray, on which 
the currents were driving us, and to compleat our 
misfortune, we had not wind enough to get clear of 
the coaft. We wer8 almoft athore, when about 
half an hour paft five in the morning, a light breath 
of wind at north-weft came in the nick of time to 
our affifiance; we loft nothing by it, and we were 
extricated from the danger in which we were. The 
north-weft, after doing us this good office, would 
have obliged us extremely had it made way for 
fome other wind; it did not, however, comply with 
our withes, and for two whole days detained us in the 
mouth of the gulph of St. Laurence. On the third 
day we paffed between the ifland of St. Paul and 
Cape St. Laurence, which is the moft northerly 
point of the ljle R&ya!e, or Wand of Cape Breton. 
This paffage is very narrow, and is never ventured 
upon in foggy weather, becaufe tne ifland of St. 
Paul is fo fmall as to be eafily hid by the mill:. 
That which lies between this ifland and Cape Ray 
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is much broader; but our fails were fet to take the 

, other when the wiod fhifted; accordingly we took 
advantage of it The gulph of St. Liilmnce is 
fourfcore leagues in length, which a good wind at 
fouth-eaft, with the affiil:ance of the currents, car
ried us through in twenty-four hours. About half
way you meet the Jjles aux OiJeaux, or Bird Wands, 
which we failed along at the diftance of a {mall 
cannon fhot, and which muft not be confounded 
with thofe which were difcovered by 'James Cartier, 
bear the IOand of Newfoundland. Thefe of which 
we are now fpeaking, are two rocks which appeared 
to me to rife up tapering to a fharp point about fixty 
feet above theful'face of the water, the largeft of which 
was between two and three hundred feet in circum
ference. They are very near one another, and I do 
not believe there is water enough between them for 
a large fhallop. It is hard to fay what colour they 
are of, the mute, or dung of fea-fowl, covering 
entirely both the fiJrface and banks. There are to 
be feen, however, in fome places veins of a reddilh 
colour. 

They have been vifited feveral times; and whole 
fhalops have been loaded with eggs of all forts, and 
the ftench is affirmed to be utterly infupportable. 
And fome add, that be fides the fea-gulls and the 
cormorants, which come thither trom all the 
neighbouring lands, there are found a number of 
other fowl that cannot fly. What is wonderful, is, 
that in fo prodigious a multitude of nefts r.IIery one 
finds his own. Vi e fired one c Innon-thor, which 
fpread the alarm over all this feathered common
wealth, when there arofe over the two iOands a 
thick cloud of thofe fowl of at Ie aft two or three 
leagues in circuit. On the morrow, about day
break the wind fell all at once: Two hours after that 
we Qoubled Cape Rofe, and entered the river St. 
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Laurence, which runs north-eait and fouth-weft; 
and the northwefi: wind, which immediately rofe, 
would have ferved us well enough, but as we had 
loit two hours on the twenty-fourth in fiihing, and 
in confequence thereof, two whole days at the entry 
uf the gulph, we were obliged to wait here till the 
north-welt fuould fall, that is to fay, five days, in 
which we did not m2.ke five leagues. -This delay 
was not even the greatefi: mifchief which it occa
fioned us; it was be fides very cold, and there was 
a gre-at r":dl which toifed us exceedingly, and when 
the gale was about (0 fall it was very near being the 
caufe of our deftruCl:ion in the manner you are pre
fendy going to fee. But I muft firft give you a 
map at the country where we were. Cape Rofe is 
properly the mouth of the river St. Laurence, and 
it is nere we muft meafure its breadth at its opening, 
which is about thirty leagues. Somewhat below 
this, and more to the fouthward, are the bay and 
po:nt of Gafpey or Gachepe. Thofe who pretend' 
that the river St. Laurence is forty leagues over at 
its mOLlth, probably meafure it from the eaftern 
point of Gafpey. Below the bay you perceive a 
fort of iDand, which is in fact, no more than a fteep 
rock, of about thirty fathoms in length, ten high, 
and four broad. One would take it for a fragment 
of an old wall, and it has been afferted that it for
merly joined j\1cI;t 7oli, which frands over-:.1gainfi: 
it on the Continent. This rock has in the middle 
an opening in the form of an arch, throuC"h which 
a Bil~'ayan {balop might pafs under fail, ~nd hence 
it has got the name of Jfle Percee, or the bored 
Inand. 1'\ avigators know that they are near it when 
they c:ifcover a Bat mountain, riling above feveral 
others, called Roland's Table. The iiland Bona. 
venture is a league. from Bored lf1and, and almoft 
at the fame difranc;.e lies the iiland Mifcon, eight. 
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leagues in circuit, which has an excellent harbour. 
In the offing. at a (mall diftance from'this iOand. is 
a fpring of frefh water, which boils lip and jets to a 
confidetable height. 

All thefe parts are excellent for the fifhery, and 
there is every where exceeding good anchoring 
ground. It would even be eafy to ereel: magazines 
or warehoufes, which would ferve by way of (tore
houf,,<, or repofitories for ~lebec. But an infinite 
deal of time which ought to have been employed 
in maKing fure of the cod, and feveral other fifhe
ries, w;tb which this fea abounds, and in fortifying 
ourfdves in thofe pofl:s, the importance of which 
we have been' too long in difcovering, has been loft 
in carrying on the fur tl~de. It was natural for us, 
having near us fo fure and ,commodious fheltering 
to have gone thitller to wait the return of a favour
able wind, but we expected it to rttllrn every mo
ment, and we thought to make the moil: of it the 
moment it fprung up. 

At taft, on Tuefday the loth of September, to
wards noon, the northwefl: fell; then finding our
felves without being able to advance, nor even al
moil: to work the fhip, we amuled ourfelves in fifh
ing. and this too coft us very dear. For the man 
at the helm being more attentive to the filbing than 
to his rudder, let the {hip go up into the wind, 
which occalioned the fails to lie aback. During the 
calm, we had already driven confiderably on the 
ifiand of Antico!l:i, and the accident I have been 
fpeaking of caufed us come fa near it. As the cur
rent carried us that way, that we already could di
ftinctly difcern the breakers, with which the iOand 
is lined on this fide; to compleat our misfortune, 
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the fmall breath of wind which had juft rifen failed 
us'in our greateft need. 

Had the calm continued 'for ever fo 1110rt a while, 
there had been an end of us. A moment after our 
fails filled a little. and we had a mind to bring the 
lhip about; but lhe, contrary to cuftom, refufed to 
flay, and that twice running; a certain proof that 
the current which acted upon her was very {hong. 
We now thought ourfelves paft all hope, becaufe 
we were too near the rocks to rilk wearing her; but 
after all we had no other method left. We therefore 
fel: hand to the work, more that we might have no
thing to reproach ourfelves with, than from any 
hope of faving our Ii ves; and in that very inllant 
\\e experienced the truth of this maxim, that God 
helps thofe who help themfelves. The wind 1hifted 
to the north, and frefhned by little and little, fo 
that towards feven o'clock in the evening we had 
quite cleared the point of Anticofti, whichj1ad filled 
us with fo much apprehenfio~. 

This il1and extends for about forty leagues from 
north-eaft to fouth-weft, almoft in the middle of 
the river St. Laurence, being at the fame time ex
tremely narrow. It had been granted to the Sieur 
J olier,on his return from the difcovery of the 
MifIiilippi, a prefent of no gr<::at vallie; this il1and 
is abfolLltely good for nothing. It is ill wooded, its 
foil barren, and without a fingle harbour where any 
veifel can lie in [afety. There was a rumour fome 
years lince, that a filvel' mine had been difcovered 
on it, and for want of miners a goldfmith was fent 
from ~lebec, where I then was, to make an eifay 
of it; but he made no great progre[s. He Coon 
perceiveq by the difcourfe of him who had given 
information of it, that the (nine exifted only in the 
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brain of this perron, w!~o was incdfantly recom
mending to him to put his truft in the L0;J. E~ 
was of opinion, that if truft in God was fufficient 
to make him difcover a min:.: there was no necemty 
of going to Anticofti to find it, fo that he returned 
as he came. The coafts of this ifiand are abun
dantly well ftocked with fifu; I am notwithftand
ing of opinion, that the heirs of the Sieur Joliet, 
would willingly exchange their immenfe lordthip for 
the fmallefl: fief in France. 

After having pafl'ed this ifiand you have the 
pleafure of always being between two thores, and 
to make fure of the progrefs you have made; but 
there is a necemty of ufing much precaution in fail
ing on this great river. On Thurfaay the third, we 
left on the larboard fide the Mounts Notre Dame and 
Mount Louys; this is a chain' of very high moun
tains; between which there are feveral vallies, which 
were formerly inhabited by Indians. In the neigh
bourhood of Mount Lewis; there are even very 
good lands, and on them feveral French plantations. 
A very advantageous fet~lement might be made 
here for the filhery, efpecially. the whale-filhery, 
and it would alfo be of ufe to the thips which come 
from France; they might there find refrelhments of 
which they are fometimes in extreme want. In 
the night following, the wil)d encreafed, and 
had very near done us an ill turn. We were no 
great way from Trinity-point, which we were to 
leave on our left, but our pilots did not believe 
themfelves fo near it; and they even imagined they 
had given it a fl1fficient birth fo as to have nothing 
to fear from it. Monfieur de V outron ftarting up 
from his fieep called _out to bear away. Had this 
order been poftponed but for one quarter of an 
hour, the 1hip muft have'been dallied to pieces up-

on 
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on the point, which appeared fOhle moinents aftet": 
wards. On the fourth in the evening we came to 
anchor, for the firil: time, a little above what is cal
led the Paps of Matane. Thefe are two fll:nmits 
of the fame mountain, fituated at the elillance .of 
'two leaO"ues from the river. I do not believe that 
a wilde~ country can any where be feen. Nothing 
appears on all hands but impenetrable thickets, 
rocks, and fands, without one inch of good land. 
There are, it is true, fine fpl ing<, excellent game, 
and that in great plenty, but hunting is here almoil: 
utterly impracticable to any except Indians and 
Canadians. 

vVe re'11ained here four days, as on the other 
1ide ~f the river we had to avoid the fhoaI of 
lvlanicouagau, famous for fhipwrecks, and which 
advances two leagues into the river. It takes its 
name from a river proceeding from the mountains 
of Labrador, which forms a pretty large lake of 
the fame name, but more commonly known by that 
of St. Barnabas, and which empties itfelf acrofs 
this ihoal. Some of our' maps call it fa riviere 
Noire, or Black River. 

On the eighth we made fail; though, for any 
way we made it was hardly worth while; but va
riety ferve:; to divert one, and exercife is of ufe to 
the failors I n the night, between the loth and ! (th, 
we made fifteen leagues; had we got half a league 
further we fhould have got over the moil: critical part 
of the whole river. We lhould, befides, have got 
up as high as the ftrong tides, for hitherto they 
are fcarce perceptible, except near the fhore ; but 
the wind lhifted of a fudden to the fauth-weft, fo 
that we were obliged to look out for a place of 
fhelter which we found under L'ljle Verte, or Green-
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Jnand, where we remained five days. Here we 
wanted for nothing, but at the expiration of this 
time we had a mind to try whether we ihould be 
able to find, as we had been made to hope, land
winds on the north fuore, which might carry us into 
the nigh tides. 

We therefore came to an anchor at }'1oulin Baude; 
this traverfe i:; five leagues. On my arrival 1 aiked 
to fee this mill, and was fhewn fome rocks from 
which iffues a fmall rill of chryftal water, lufficient 
at leaft to make a mill go; there is, however, no 
likelihood of a mill ever being built here. There 
is not, perhaps, in the whole world a more uninha
bitable country than this. The Saguenay lies lome
what higher; this is a river capable of carrying the 
largeft fhips twenty-five leagues above its mouth. 
Entering this river you leave on the right hand the 
port of Tadouffac, where moft part of our geogra
phers have placed a city ; but there never was more 
than one 1- rench houfe in it, with fome huts of 
Indians that came here in trading time, and who 
afterwards carried their huts away with thern as 
they do with the booths of a fair. This is what 
conftituted the whole of the city. 

It is true that this port was for a long time the 
refort of all the Indian nations of the north and 
eaft; that the French repaired thither as foon as 
the navigation was open, whether from France Or 

from Canada; and la1tly, that the miffionaries pro
fiting of this opportunity, came thither to negoci
ate in quality of factors for the kingdom of hea
ven. The fair being ended, the merchants return
ed to their own homts, the Indians took the road 
of t'leir fordls or villages, and the labourers in the 
harv.:ft of the gofpel followed thefe latter to culti-

Vate 
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vate the divine feed fawn in their minds. Not~ 
withftanding both the relations which have ~een 
pubJifhed, and thofe who have. ~ravelled thither 
have faid a great deal on the fubJeCt of Tadouffac~ 
and our geographers have fuppofed it ·to be a city; 
and fome aurhors have even advanced that -it had 
a jurifdiCtion belonging to it. 

In other refpects Tadouffac is an excellent har
bour, and I have been affured, that five and twenty 
fhips of war might be fheltered in it from all winds, 
that the anchorage is fllre in it, and that its entry 
is extreamly eafy. Its form is almoll: round, and 
it is furrounded on all fides by fteep rocks of a 
prodigious height, from whence iffues a fmall ri
vulet capable of fupplying all the fhips with wa
ter. This whole country is full of marble, but its 
greateft riches would be that of the whale.fifhery. 
In 1705, being at anchor with the fhip Hero in the 
fame place, I faw at the fame time four of thefe 
fifhes, which from head to tail were almoft as long 
as our fhip. The Bafques formerly carried on this 
fifhery with fuccefs; and there are, on a fmall 
ifland which bears their name, and which lies a lit
tle below Green-Ifland, the remains of furnaces and 
the ribs of whales. What a mighty difference mull: 
there be between a fedenrary and domeftic fifhery, 
which might be carried on at one's eafe in a river, 
and that which is followed on the coafts of Green
land with fa much rilk and at - fa vaft an ex
pence. 

The two .following days no land-wind, and we 
reg~et extremely our former anchoring-place, at 
whICh there were French plantations, where;1s here 
there are neither men nor beafts to be feen. At 
length, on the third day at noon, we _ anchor, and 
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we clear the pafTage of ljle Rouge, or Red- Wand, 
whi~his no eafy matter. You muft firft fteer'right 
upon this it1and, as if you had a mind to land on 
it; this is done to 01l1n the point aux Allouettes, 
which lies at the entrance into the Saguenay on the 
left, and advances a good way into the river; this 
done, you ftand the direCl: contrary way. The paf
fage to the fouthward of Red-Ifland is much fafer; 
but in order to make this we muft have returned di.: 
reCl:ly back, and the wind might have come to have 
failed us, The Red Jjland is no more than a rock 
almoft level with the furface of fhe water which ap
pears of a tr'Je red colour, and on which many a 
ihip has been caft away. 

Next day with little wind and the help of the 
tide we come to an anchor above the IOe flUX Cou
dres, which lies at fifteen leagues diftance both from 
~ebec and TadoufTac. You leave this on the left, 
and this pafTage is dangerous when you have not 
the wind to your liking; it is rapid, narrow, and a 
good quarter of a league in length. In Champlain's 
time it was much eaGer; bur in 1663, an earth
quake plucked up a mountain by the roots, and 
whirled it upon the ljle aux Coudres, which it en
ereafed in dimenfions more than one half, and in the 
place where this mountain flood appeared a whirl
pool, which it is dangerous to approach. One 
might pafs to the fouthward of the ljle aux Coudres.; 
and this pafTage would be both eafy and without 
danger. It bears the name of Monf. D' Ibervi1Ie 
who attempted it with fuccefs; but the general way 
is to pafs on the north fide of it, and cuftom you 
know is a fovereign law for the common run of 
mankind. 

Above 
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Above this whirlpool, which I have juft now 

been mentioning,' is the bay of St. Paul, where be
gins the plantations on the north 1hore, and where 
[here are woods of pine-trees which are much va
lued ; here are found red pines of an extreme beauty, 
and which are never known to break. The fupe
riors of the feminary of ~lebec are lords of this 
bay. A fine lead mine has been lately difcovered in 
this place. Six leagues farther lip the river is an 
exceeding high promontory, at which terminates a 
chain of mountains, ftretching more than four hun
dred leagues to the weftward; this is called Cape 
~ourmente, probably becallfe he who thus chriften
ed it had met with fome hard gales of wind under' 
it. There is good anchoring here, where you are 
furrounded with iOands of all fizes which afford ex
cellent {belter. The moft confiderable of thefe is 
the HIe of Orleans, whofe fertile fields appear in 
form of an amphitheatre, and agreeably terminate 
the profpect. This il1and is about fourteen leagues 
in circuit, and was ,erected into an earldom in 1676, 
under the name of St. Lawrence, in favour of Fran
cis Berthelot, fecretary-general of the artillery, who 
had purchafed it of Francis de Laval, firft bi{bop 
of ~ebec. It had then four villages in it, and 
now has pretty populous parifhes. 

Of the two channels which this Wand forms, that 
to the fouth only is navigable for 1hips. Even 
1hallops cannot pafs through that to the north, ex
cept at high-water. Thus from Cape Tourmente, 
you muft traverfe the river to get to ~ebec, and 
even this is not without its difficulties; it is incom
moded with 1hifting fands, on which there is not at 
all times water fufficient for the largeft {bips, which 
obliges. thofe W:10 pafs this way not to attempt it, 
except 10 the time of flood. This difficulty might 
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be fhunned by taking the channel of M. d' Iber
ville. Cape Tourmente from whence this traverfe 
is beft made, is a hundred and ten leagues from the 
fea, the water near it ftill continuing brackifh. It 
does not become drinkable till the entrance into the 
two channels, which are formed by the Iae of Or
leans. This is a phenomenon pretty difficult t~ ex
plain, and efpecially, i(we confider the great ra
pidity of the river notwithftanding its breadth. 

The tides flow regularly in this place five hours. 
and ebb feven. At Tadouffac they flow and ebb 
fix hours, and the higher you afcend the river the 
more the flux diminilhes, and the reflux encreafes. 
At the diftance of twenty leagues above ~ebec, the 
£ux is three hours, and the reflux nine. Beyond 
this there is no fenfible tide; when it is half flood 
in the port of Tadouffac and at the mouth of the 
Sagl,lenay, it only begins to flow at Checoutimi twenty 
five leagues up this laft river, notwithftanding it is 
high water at all thefe three places at the fame time. 
This is no doubt owing to this circumfiance, that 
the rapidity of the Saguer.ay, which is £liH greater 
t~an that of the St. Lawrence, driving back the 
tide, DecaGons for fome time a kind of equilibrium 
of the tides at Checout'mi, and at the entrance of, 
this river into the St. Lawrence. This rapidity has 
befides come to the pitch, in which we now fee it~ 
only fince the earthquake in 1663' This earthquake 
overturned a mountain, and threw it into the river. 
which confi~ed its channel, forming a peninfula 
called Cbecoutimi, beyond which is a rapid ilream 
impaffable even to canoes. The depth of the Sa
guenay from its mouth as high as Checoutimi, is 
equal to its rap:dity. Thus it would be impoUible 
to come to an anchor in it, were it not for the con-

venience 
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veni~nfe of making fail: to the trees; with which its 
banks are covered. , 

It has been moreover obferved, that in the gUlph 
of St. Lawrltnce, at the diliance of eight or ,ten 
leaO'ues from the /hore, the tides vary according to 
tht ciifferent pofitions of the land, or the difference 
of feafons; that in fome places they follow the 
courfes of the winds, and that in others they go 
quite contrary to the wind; that at the mouth o( 
the river in certain months of the year the currents 
bear conrantly out to fea, and in other places fer 
right in /hore; la{l:)y, that in the great river itfdf, 
as high up as the Seven l?ands, that is to fay, for 
the fpace of fixty leagues It never flows on the fouth 
fide, nor ebbs on the north. It is not eafy to give 
folid reafons for all this, but what is moil: likely, is, 
that there are certain motions under water which 
produce'thofe irregularities, or that there are cur
rents which fet from the furface to the bottom, and 
from the bottom to the furface in the manner of 
a pump. 

Another ~bfervation we may make in this place, 
is, that the variation of the compafs, which in tome 
ports of France is only two or three degrees north
weft, conil:antly dimini/hes as you approach. the me
ridian of the Azores, or weftern Hlands, where it 
is no longer fenfible; but that beyond this it en
creafes after fuch a rat~ that on the great Bank of 
Newfoundland, it is twenty-two degrees and up
wards; that afterwards it begins to dimini/h but 
Oowly, fince it is frill fix teen degrees at ~ebec, 
and twelve in the countrY-of the Hurons, where the 
fun fets thirty three minutes later than at that ca. 
pita!. 

On 
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On Sunday the 2 zd, we came 'to an anchor in 

the traverfe of the HIe of Orleans, where we went 
alhore whilft we waited the return of the tide. I 
found the country here pleafant, the lands good, 
and the pI an tors in tolerable good circllmftances. 
They have the charaCl:er of being fomething addiCl:
ed to witchcraft, and they are applied to, in order 
to know what is to happen, or what paffes in dif
tant places. A s for inftance, when the lhips ex
peCl:ed from France are later than ordinary, they 
are confulted for intelligence concerning them, Ilnd 
it has been afferted that their anfwers have been 
fometimes pretty juil:; that is to fay, that having 
gueffed once or twice right enough, and having for 
their own diverfion made it be believed that they 
fpoke from certai, knowledge, it has been imagin
ed that they confulted with the devil. 

When James Cartier difcovered this Wand he 
found it entirely covered with vines, from whence 
he Called it the IOe of Bacchus. This navigator 
was of Brittany; after him came certain Normans, 
who grubbed up the vines, and in the place of Bac
chus fubftituted Pomona and Ceres. In effect, it 
produces good wheat and excellent fruits. They 
begin alfo to cultivate tobacco on it, which is far 
from being bad. At length on Monday the 23d, 
the Camel anchored before ~lebec, whither I had 
gone two hours before in a canoe of bark. I have 
a voyage of a .thoufand leagues to make in there 
frail vehicles, I mutl: therefore accufrom myfelf to 
them by degrees. And now, Madam, thefe are the 
circumftances of my voyage, which I have been 
able to recollect; they are, as you fee, triAes, which 
at moil: might be good enough to amufe perfons, 
who have nothing to do on board fhip. I fuaIl, 
perhaps, afterwards have foml!thing more intereil:-

H ing 
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ing to communicate to you, but !hall add nothing 
to this letter, as I would not mifs the opportllnity 
of a merchant {hip juft ready to fet fai1. I thall 
alfo have the honour to write to you by the king's 
fhip. 

I am, &c. 

LETTER 
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L E T T E R III.· 

Defcription oj Q!!ebec; charaCler 0/ its inha
bitants, and the manner of living in the 
French colony. 

Madam, 
fl...,uebec, Oa:. 28, 1720. 

I A M nOw going to write you fame particulars 
concerning ~ebec; all lthe defcriptiolls I have 

hitherto feen of it are fo faulty, that I imagined I 
fhould do you a pleafure in drawing you a true por
trait of this capital of New France. It is truly 
worthy of being known, were it only for the fingu
larity of- its fituation; there being no other city be
fides this in the known world that can boaft of a 
freth water harbour a hundred and twenty leagues 
fr~m the fea, and that capable of containing a hundred 
fhips of the line. It certainly frands on the moil: 
navigable river in the univerfe. 

This great river as high as the il1and of Orleans; 
that is to fay, at the diftance of a hundred and ten 
or twelve leagues from the rea, is never lefs than 
four or five leagues in breadth; but above this 
il1and it fllddenly narrows, and that at fuch a rate 
as to be no more than a mile broad at QEebec ; 
from which circumftance this place has been called 
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QEebeio or ~ebec, which in t~e Algonquin lan
guage fignifies a ftrait .or n~rrowlng. The Abe~a
quis, whofe language IS a dialect of the Algonqmn, 
call it Quelibec, that is to fay, {hut up, becaufe 
from the entry of the little river de la Chaudiere, by 
which thefe Indians ufually came to Quebec, from 
the neighbourhood of Acadia; the point of Levi, 
which projeCl:s towards the HIe of Orleans, entirely 
hides the fourh channel, as the Ille of Orleans does 
that of the north, fo that the port of ~ebec ap
pears from thence like a great bay. 

The firft objeCt you perceive on your arrival in 
the road is a fine ilieet of water, about thirty feet 
in breadth, and forty high. This is fituated clofe 
by the entry of the leffer channel of the Ine of Or
leans, and is feen from a long point on the [ouch
fide of the river, which as I have already obferved 
feerns to join to the IOe of Orleans. This cafcade 
is called the Falls of Montmorency, and the other 
Point Levi. The reafon of which is, that the ad
miral de Montmorency, and the Duc de Ventadour 
his nephew, were fucceffively viceroys of New 
France. There is no perfon, who would not ima
gine, that fo plentiful a fall of water, and which 
never dries up mufl proceed from fome fine river; 
it is, however, no more than a puny ftream, in 
which in fome places there is hardly water up to the 
ankle; it flows, however conftantly, and derive, 
its fource from a pleafant lake twelve leagues diftant 
from the falls. . 

The city flands a league higher, on the fame fide 
and at the place where the river is narroweft. But 
between it and the me of ~r1eans, is a bafon a large 
league, o~er e~ery way Into which difcharges it-' 
felf the httle fiver St. Charles, flowing from the 
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north-weft. Quebec flands between the mouth of 
this river and Cape Diamond, which projeCl:s a lit
tle into the river. The anchoring place is oppofite 
'to it, in five ~nd twenty fathoms water good ground. 
Notwithflanding when it blows hard at north-eaft, 
fhips drag their anchors fometimes but with fcarce 
any danger. 

When Samuel Champlain founded this city in 
1608, the tide ufually rofe to the foot of the rock. 
Since that time the river has retired by little 
and little, and has at laft left dry a large piece of 
ground, on which the lower town has fince been 
built, and which is now fufficiently elevated above 
the water's edge, to fecure its inhabitants againft the 
inundations of the river. The firft thing you rnee, 
with on landing is a pretty large fquare, and of an 
irregular form, having in front a row of well built 
houfes, the back part of which leans againft the 
rock, fo that they have no great depth. Thefe 
form a flreet of a confiderable length, occupying 
the whole breadth of the fquare, and extending on 
the right and left as far as the two ways which lead 
to the upper town. The fquare is bounded towards 
the left by a fmall church, and towards the right 
by two rows of houfes placed in a parallel direetion. 
There is alfo another flreet on the other fide between 
the church and the harbour, and at the turning of 
the river under Cape Diamond, there is likewife 
another pretty long flight of houfes on the banks 
of a creek called the Bay of Mothers. This quar
ter may be reckoned properly enough a fore of fub
urbs to the lower town. 

Between this fuburb and the great fireet, you go 
up to the higher town by fo fleep an afcent, that ic 
has been found neceffary to Cl,lt it into fieps. T has 
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it is impoffible to afcend it except on ~oot. But 
in going from the [quare towards the fight a way 
has been made, the declivity of which is much \ 
more gentle, which is lined with houfes. At the 
place where thefe two ways meet begins that part of 
the upper town which faces the river, there being 
another lower town on the fide towards the little ri
ver St. Charles. The firfr building worthy of no
tice you meet with on your right hand in the for
mer of thofe fides, is the bithop's palace; the left 
being entirely occupied with private houfes. When 
you are got about twenty paces farther, you find 
yourfelf between two tolerably large fquares ; that 
towards the left is the place of arms, fronting which, 
is the fort or citadel, where the governor-general 
refides; on the oppofite fide frands the convent of 
the Recolleets, the other fides of the fquare being 
lined with handfome houfes. 

In the '[quare towards your right YOll come firft 
of all to the cathedral, which ferves alfo for a parifh 
church to the whole city. Near this, and on the 
angle formed by the river St. Lawrence, and that 
of St. Charies frands the feminary. Oppofite to the 
cathedral is the college of the jefuits, and on the 
fides between them are fame very handfome houfes. 
From the place of arms run two frreets which are 
croffed by a third, and which form a large ifle en
tirely occupied by the church and convent of the 
Recolleets. From the fecond fquare to the river 
St. Charles, are two defcents, one on the fouth to
wards the feminary, which is very freep and with 
very few houfes on it; the other near the enclofure 
of the jefuits, which is very winding, has the Hotel 
Dieu, or Hofpital, and half-way down is lined with 
fmall houfes, and terminates at the palace where the 
intendant refides. On the other fide of the Jefuit's 
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college, where their. church ftands, is a pretty long 
fireet, in which is the convent gf the Urfuline nuns. 
The whole of the upper town is built on a bottom 
partly of marble and partly of flate. 

Such, Madam, is the topographical defcription 
of ~ebec, which as you fee is of a conGderable 
large extent, and in which almoft all the houfes are 
built of fione, though for all that they do not rec
kon above feven thoufand fouls in it *. But in or
der to give you a compleat idea of this city, I muft 
give you a particular account of its principal edi
fices, and ihall afterwards fpeak of its fortifications. 
The church of the lower town was built in confe
quence of a vow made during the fiege of ~ebec, 
in 1690. It is dedicated to our Lady of Victory, 
and ferves as a chapel of eafe for the cooveniency 
of the inhabitants of the lower town. Its firucture 
is extremely fimple, a modefi neatnefs forming all 
its ornament. Some fifters of the congregation, 
whom I ihall have occaGon to mention in the fequel, 
are eftabliihed to the number of four or five, be
tween this church and the por~, where they teach a 
fcheol. 

In the epifcopal palace there is nothing finiihed 
but the chapel, and one half of the building pro
jeCted by the plan, ac.cording to which it is to be an 
oblong fquare. If it is ever compleated, it will be 
a magnificent edifice. The garden extends to the 
brow of the rock, and command~ the profpetl: of 
all the road. When the capital of New France, 
fuall have become as fiourifhing as that of Old 
France (and we fhould not defpair of ~lfjj' thing, 

• One may caliiy fee by the plan of this city that. it has 
c:on/iderably encreafed within thefe twenty years lall pall. 
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Paris having been for a long time much inferior' to 
what ~ebec is at this day) as far as the fight can 
reach, nothing will be feen but towns, villas, plea
Cure houfes, and all this is already chalked out; 
when the great river St. Lawrence, who rowls ma
jeil:ically his waters which he brings from the ex
tremities of the north or weft fhall be covered with 
fhips; -when the iOe of Orleans and both fhores of 
each of the rivers which form this port, thall dif
cover fine meadows, fruitful hills, and fertile fields, 
and in order to accomplifh this, there wants only 
more inhabitants; when part of the river St. Cl},arles, 
which agreeably meanders through a charming val
ley, thall be joined to the city, the moil: beautiful 
quarter of which it will undoubtedly form; when 
the whole road thall have been faced with magnifi
cent quays, and the port furrounded with fuperb 
edifices; and when we fhall fee three or four hun
dred thips lying in it loaden with riches, of which 
we have hitherto been unable to avail ourfelves, 
and bringing in exchange thofe of both worlds, you 
will then acknowledge, Madam, that this terras 
muil: afford a profpeCt which nothing can equal, and 
that even now it ought to be fomething finguIarly 
ft~~~ I 

The cathedral would make but an indifferent pa
rith church in one of the fmalleil: towns in France; 
judge then whether it deferves to be the feat of the 
foIe bifhoprick in all the French empire in Ame
rica, which is much more extenfive than that of 
the Romans ever was. No architeCture, the choir, 
the great altar, and chapels, have all the air of a 
country church. What is moil: paffable in it, is a 
,,--:,ry high tower, folidly built, and which, at a dif
tance,. has no bad effeCt. The feminary which ad
joins to' this church is a large fquare, the .buildings 
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of which are not yet finifhed, what is already com
pleated is well executed, and has all the convenien
des neceffary in this country. This houfe is now 
rebuilding for the third time, it was burnt down to 
the ground in 1703, and in the month of OCl:ober, 
in the year 1705, when it was near compleatly 
rebuilt, it was again almoft entirely confumed by 
the flames. From the garden you difcover the 
whole of the road and the river St. Charles, as far 
as the eye can reach. 

The fort or citadel is a fine building, with two 
pavilions by way of wings; you enter it through 
a fpatious and regular court: but it has no garden 
belonging to it, the fort being built on the brink of 
the rock. This defeCt is fupplied in fome meafure 
with a beautiful gallery, with a balcony, which 
reaches the whole length of the building; it com
mands the road, to the middle of which one may 
be eafily heard by means of a fpeaking trumpet; 
and hence too you fe~ the whole lower town under 
your feet. On leaving the fort, :lAd turning to the 
left, you enter a pretty large efplanade, and by a 
gentle declivity you reach the fummit of Cape Dia
mond, which makes a very fine platform. Befides 
the beauty of the profpeCl:, you breathe in this place 
the pureft air; you fee from it a number of par
poifes as white as fnow playing on the furface of 
the water, and you fometimes find a fort of dia
monds on it finer than thofe of Alen~on. I have 
feen fome of them full as well cut as if they had 
come from the hand of the moft expert workman. 
'They were formerly found here in great plenty, 
and hence this cape has the name it bears. At pre
fent they are very fcarce. The defcent towards the 
country is ftill more gentle than that towards th; 
,cfplanade. 

The 
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The Fathers RecolleCts have a large and beautiful 
church, which might do them honour even at Ver
failles. It is very neatly wainfcotted, and is adorn
ed with a large :tribune or gallery fomewhat heavy, 
but the wainfcotting of which is extremely well 
carved, which goes quite round, and in which are 
included the confemon feats. This is the work of 
one of their brother converts. In a word, nothing 
is wanting to render it compleat, except the taki'J:Ig 
away fome piau res very coarfely daubed; brother 
Luke has put up fame of his hand which have no 
need of thofe foils. Their houfe is anfwerable to 
the church; it is large, folid, and commodious, 
and adorned with a fpadous and well-cultivaned 
garden. The Urfiline nuns have fuffered by twO 
fires as well as the feminary; and befides, their funds 
are fo final1, and the dowries they receive with the 
girls in this country are fa moderate, that after their 
houft: was burnt down for the firfr time. it was re
folved to fend them back to France. They have, 
however, had the good fortune to recover themfelves 
both times, and their church is now aaually finilhed. 
They are neatly and commodioufly lodged, which 
is the fruit of the good example they fet the reft of 
the colony by their oeconomy, their fobriety and 
induftry; they gtld, embroider. and are all ufefully 
employed, and what comes out of their hands is 
generally of a good tafre. 

You have no doubt read in fome relations, that 
the college of the jefuits was a very fine building. 
It is cetain, that when this city was no more than 
an unfeemly heap of French barracks, and huts of 
Indians, this haufe, which with the fort. were the 

: only edifices built with ftone, made fame appear
'ance; the firfr travellers, who judged of it by com
parifon, reprefemed it as a very fine ftruaure, thofe 
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who followed them, and who, according to cuftom 
copied from them, expreffed themfelves in the fame 
manner. Notwithftanding the huts having fince 
difappeared, and the barracks having been changed 
into houfes moft of them well-built, the college in 
fome fort disfigures the city, and threatens falling 
to ruin every day. 

It.s fituation is far from being advantageous, it 
being deprived of the greateft beauty it could poffi
bly have had, which is that of the profpett. It 
had at firft a diftant view of the road, and its found
ers were fimple enough to imagine they would al. 
ways be allowed to enjoy it; but they were deceived. 
The cathedral and feminary now hide it, leaving 
them only the profpett of the fquare, which is far 
from being a fufficient corripenfation for what they 
loft. The court of this college is little and ill-kept, 
and refembles more than any thing eIfe a,farmer's 
yard. The garden is large and well-kept, being 
terminated by a fmall wood, the remains of the 
ancient foreft which formerly covered this whole 
mountain *. 

The church has nothing worth notice on the ont
fide except a handfome fieeple; it is entirely roofed 
with Oate, and is the only one in all Canada which 
has this advantage; all the buildings here being ge
nerally covered with fhingles. It is very much or
namented in the infide; the gallery is bold, light, 
and well-wrought, and is furrounded with an iron 
baluftrade, painted and gilt, and of excellent work
manlhip; the pulpit is all gilt, and the work both 
in iron and wood excellent; there are three altars 

• The college has /inee been rebuilt from the foundation, 
and is at prefent a noble building. 

hand-
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handfomely defigned, fome good pia~r~s, al'ld fj 
without any dome or cupola, but a flat ctehng hand
fomely ornamented; it has no {lone pavement, in 
place of which it is floored with lhong pIan,ks, which 
makes this church fupportable in winter, whiIft YOll 

are pierced with cold in the others. I make no 
mention of four large maJJy cylindrical columns, each 
of a jingle block of a certain fort of porphyry, black 
os jet, and without either /pots or veins, with which 
the baron de la Hontan has thought fit to enrich the 
great altar; they would certainly do better than 
thofe actually there, which are hollow and coarfely 
daubed in imitation of marble. One might, how
ever, have forgiven this author, if he had never dif
figured the truth, except to add luftre to churches. 

The Hotel Dieu, or hofpital has two large wards, 
one for men and the other for women. The beds 
here are kept exceeding clean, the fick are well at
tended, and every thing is commodious and extreme.
ly neat. The church ftands behind the women's 
ward, and has nothing worth notice except the great 
altar. The houfe is ferved by the nuns Hofpitallers of 
St. Augufrine, of the congregation of the Mercy of 
J eflls; the firft of whom come originally from 
Dieppe. They have begun to build themfelves a 
commodious apartment, but will not, in all likeli
hood; foon finifh it for want of funds. As their 
houfe is fituated on the defce~t, half-way down the 
hilI, on a flat place, which extends a little towards 
the river St. Charles, they enjoy a very pleafant 
profpect. 

The intendant's houfe is called the palace, becaufe 
the fuperior council affembles in it. This is a large 
pavilion the two extremities of which project fome 
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feet, and to which you afcend by a double flight of 
flairs. The garden front which faces the little river. 
which frands very near upon a level with it, is much 
more agreeable than that by which you enter. The 
king's magazines face the court on the right fide~ 
and behind that is the prifon. The gate by which 

, you enter is hid by the mountain, on which the 
upper town frands, and which on this fide affords 
no profpeCl:, except that of a freep rock, extremely 
difagreeable to the fight. It was frill worfe before 
the fire, which reduced fome years ago this whole 
palace to allies; it having at that time no outer 
court, and the buildings then facing the frreet which 
was very narrow. As you go along this frreet, or to 
fpeak more properly, this road, you come firfr of 
all into the country, and at the diilance of half a 
quarter of a league you find the Hofpital-General. 
This is the finefr houfe in all Canada, and would 
be no difparagement to our large-ft cities in France; 
the Fathers RecolIeCl:s formefly owned the ground 
on which it frands. M. de St. Vallier, billiop of 
~ebec, removed them into the city, bought their 
fettlement, and expended a hundred thoufand crowns 
in buildings, furniture, and in foundations. The only 

. fault of this hofpital ill its being built in a marfh; 
they hope to be able to remedy it by draining this 
mal,"lli; but the river St. Charles makes a winding 
in this place, into which the waters do not eafily 
flow, fo that this inconvenience can never be effec
tually removed. 

rhe prelate, who is the founder, has his apart
ment in the houfe, which he makes his ordinary re
fidence; having let his palace, which is alfo his own 
building, for the benefic of the poor. He even is 
not above ferving as chaplain to the hofpital, as 
well as to the nuns, the funCtions of which office. 

he 
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he fills with a zeal and application which would be 
admired in a fimple prieft who got his bread by it. 
The artizans, or others, who on account of their 
great age, are without the means of getting their 
fubfifl:ence, are received into this hofpital till all the 
beds in it are full, and thirty nuns are employed in 
ferving them. Thefe are a Scion or Colony from 
the hofpital of ~ebec; but in order to difl:ingui1h 
them, the bifhop has given them certain peculiar 
regulations, and obliges them to wear a filver crofs 
on their breafl:. Moft part of them are young wo
men of condition, and as they are not thofe of the 
eafiefl: circumftances in the country the bilhop has 
portioned feveral of them. 

~lebec is not regularly fortified, but they have 
been long employed in rendering it a place of 
ftrength. This city would not be eafily taken even 
in the condition in which it now is. The harbour 
is flanked by two bafl:ions, which in high tides are 
almoft level with the furface of the water, that is to 
fay, they are elevated five and twenty feet from the 
ground, for fa high do the tides flow in the time of 
the equinox. A little above the bafl:ion on the 
right, has been built a half bafl:ion, which is cut 
out of the rock, and a little higher, on the fide to
wards the gallery of the fort is a battery of twenty
five pieces of cannon. Higher fl:iIl is a fmall [quare 
fort, called the citadel, and the ways which com
municate from one fortification to another are ex
tremely fl:eep. To the left of the harbour quite 
along the road, as far as the river St. Charles are 
good batteries of cannon with feveral mortars. ' 

From the angle of the citadel, which fronts the 
city has been built an oreillon of a ballion, from 
whence has been drawn a curtain at right angles, 
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which communicates with a very elevated cavalier, 
on which frands a windmill fortified. As you de
fcend from this cavalier, and at the dill:ance of a 
mufket lhot from it, you meet firft a tower fortified 
with a baft:ion, and at the fame diftance from this 
a fecond. The defign was to line all this with 
ftone, which was to have had the fame angles with 
the baftions, and to have terminated at the extre
mity of the rock, oppofite to the palace, where 
there is already a fmall redoubt, as well as on Cape 
Diamond. Why this has not been put in execution 
I have not learned. Such, Madam, was the condi
tion of the place nearly in 17 II, when the Eng
H!h fitted out a great armament for the conqueft of 
Canada, which was call: away through the temerity 
of the admiral, who, contrary to the advice of his 
pilot, went too near to the Seven I£lands, where he 
Joft all his largeft !hips, and three thoufand of his 
beft troops. 

~ebec is ftill at this day in the fame fituation, 
which you may alfure yourfelf of by the plan in re
lievo, which M. de Chaulfegros de Leri, chief engi
neer, fends into France this year, to be placed with 
-the other plans of fortified places in the Louvre. 
After having informed you of w hat relates to the 
exterior of aur capital, I muft now fay a word or 
two with refpeCl: to its principal inhabitants; this is 
its beft fide, and if by confidering only its houfes, 
{quares, ftreets, churches, and public'~ builJings, 
we might reduce it to the rank of our fmalleft ci
ties in France, yet the quality of thofe who inhabit 
it, will fufficiently vindicate us in beftowing upon 
it the title of a capital. 

.. I have ·already faid, that they reckon no more 
than feven thouf.md fouls at ~lebec; yet you iind 
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in it a [mall number of the beft cqmpany, where 
nothing is wanting that can poffibly contribute to 
form an agreeable fociety. A governor-general. 
with an etat-major, a nobleffe, officers, and troops, 
an intendant, with a fuperior council, and fubaltern 
jurifdiS:ions, a commiffary of the marine, a grand 
provoft, and furveyor of the highways, with a gr.and 
mafter of the waters and forefts, whofe jurifdiction 
is certainly the moll: extenfive in the world; rich 
merchants, or fuch as live as if they were fo; a 
bilhop and numerous feminary; the recollects and 
jefuits, three communities of women well educated, 
affemblies, fuU as brilliant as any where, at the lady 
Governefs's, and lady Intendants. Enough, in my 
opinion, to enable all forts of perfons whatever to 
pafs their time very agreeably. 

They accordingly do fo, everyone contributing 
aU in his power to make life agreeable and chear
ful. They play at cards, or go abroad on parcies 
of pleafure in the fLlmmer-time in calalhes or canoes, 
in winter, inafledges upon the fnow, oron·fkaits up
on the ice. Hunting is a great exercife amongft 
them, and there are a number of gentlemen who 
have no other way of providing handfomely for 
their fubfifrence. The current news confift of a 
a very few articles, and thofe of Europe arrive all 
at once, though they fupply matter of difcourfe for 
great part of the year. They reafon like politi
cians on what is paft, and form conjectures on what 
is likely to happen; the fciences and fine arts have 
alfo their part, fo that the converfation never flags 
for want of matter. The Canadians" that is to 
fay, the Creoles of Canada draw in with their native 
breath an air of freedom, which renc1ers them very 
agreeable in tbt: commerce of life and no where 
in the world is our language fpoke~ in' greater pu~ 
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tity. Th:re is ~ot even t~e . fmalief!: foreign accede 
remarked 111 thelr pronunclatlOn. 

You meet with no rich men in this country, and 
it is really great pity, everyone endeavouring to 
put as good a face on it as poffible, and nobody 
fcarce thinking of laying up wealth. They make 
good cheer, provided they are alfo able to be at the 
expence of fine cloaths; if not, they retrench in the 
article of the table to be able to appear well dreifed. 
And indeed, we muf!: allow, that drefs becomes 
our Creolians extremely well. They are all here of 
\"ery advantageous ftarure, and both fexes have the 
fin eft complexion in the world; a gay and fprightly 
behaviour, with great fweetnefs and politenefs of 
manners are common to- all of them; and the leaft 
rufticity, either in language or behaviour, is utter. 
]y unknown even in the remoteft and mof!: diftant 
parts. 

The cafe is very different as I am informed with 
refpeCl: to our Englifh neighbours, and to judge of' 
the two colonies by the way of life, behaviour, and 
fpeech of the inhabitants, nobody would hefitate 
to fay that ours were the moll: flouri£hing. In New. 
England and the other provinces of the continent 
of America, fubjeCl: to the Britifh empire, there 
prevails an opulence which they are utterly at a lofs 
how to ufe; and in New France, a poverty hid by 
an air of being in eafy circumftances, which feems 
not at all ftudied. Trade, and the cultivation of 
their plantations ftrengthen the firft, wherea<; the 
fecond is fupported by thejnduftry of its inhabitants, 
and the tafte of the nation diffufes over it fome
thing infinitely pleafing. The Englilh planter a
ma{fes wealth, and never makes any fuperfluous ex
pence; the French inhabitant again enjoys what he 
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has acquired, and often makes a parade of wh" 
he is not poffeffed of. That labours for his pofte
rity ; this again leaves his offspring involved in the 
fll-me neceffit~es he was in himlelf at his firft fetting 
out, and to extricate themlaves \\s they can. Th. 
Englifh Americans are a,verfe ~o war, beca\lfe they 
have a great deal to lofe; they take no care to ma
nage the Indians from a belief that they ftand in no 
need of them. The French youth, for very diffe," 
rent reafons, abominate the thoughts of peace, and 
live well with the natives, whofe dleem they eafily 
gain in time of war, and their friendfhip at all 
~imes. I might carry the parallel a great way 
farther, but I am obliged to conclude; the Kisg's 
fhip is juft going to fet fail, and the merc!'antmen 
are making ready to follow her, fo that, perhaps, i" 
three days time, there will not be fo much as a fiq~ 
sle veffd of any fort in the road. 

LETTEl\ 



E T T E R JV. 
Of the Huron village oj Loretto. 'l'he ca!fo~ 

which have prevented the progrefs if the Frencq 

colony 0/ Ganada. OJ the current money. 

I A Mjuft retur~ed from a ~ittle journe~ or pilgr~
mage of devotion, of whIch I fhall gIVe you an 

ac~ount; but. I muft in th~ firft pla!=e iqform ypu~ 
that I was md~aken when In th,e conc1ufion of my 
lail: letter I had told you, that before three . day~ 
were over, the road of Quebec would be empty. A 
fbip belonging to Marfeilles i.s frill there, imq ~as 
even found the means of bemg fo under the pro
tection of the ice with which the river is covered. 
This is a fecret which may have its ufe. It is good to 
have refources a~ainft all accidents that cal1 happen: 

The captain of this veffel had taken up his a~
~hors on the fecond of Septembtlr towards· eveJ1ing, 
and after falling down the river ~bol1t a league, he 
came to anchor again, in order to wait for tome ot 
his paff'engers, who came on board after it was quit~ 
dark. He ga.ve orders to hav~ every thing reaay 
as foon as it fhould be ebb water, and went early to 
bed. About lI}idnight, be was wakened wit~· ~Pl 
DewS th~t the ve1fel was filling with wate,; h,. ~~u~ 
r T .. , l ., i:.1 
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fed all the pumps to be fet- a going but to no pur
pofe. Th~ watc:r continued to encreafe inftead of di
mlni!hing; at laft, everyone thought upon faving 
his life, and it was time, for the laft of them had 
k.rdly got a !hore when the vdfel funk and entirelY' 
diLppeared. A bark loaded with merchant goods 
for Montreal, had the fame fate at the entrance intq 
lake St. Peter, but they are in hopes of getting 
them both up, as foon as the good weather comes 
in. Some even flatter themfelves with being able 
to recover the greateft part of the effects with whi;ch 
thde t'vo veffels are loaded; others believe they will 
ndt, and I am of the fame opinion; however, I 
fhall not be here to give you an account of it. In 
the mean time, this affair of the Proven~all vetrel 
may be attended with fome confequences, for the 
captain fUlpetl:s that fomebody or other has played 
him a trick, But to return to our pilgrimage. 

About three leagues from this place, towards the 
North-eaft, is a fmall village of the Indians, called 
Hurons, who arc: chri1l:ians, and who have a cha ... 
pel built on the fame model, and with the fame di· 
menfions as the Santa Cafa of Italy, from whence 
an Image of the virgin, a copy ot that which is in 
this famous fantl:uary, has been fent to our Neo
phytes. A wilder place than this could not have 
been chofen for the fituation of this million. In 
the mean time, the concourfe of th\: faithful to this' 
place is very great; and whether it be the effeC\ of 
jmagin.ltion, devotion, prejul~ice, or of any other 
cau.ie, n~any perfons have affured me, that upon 
t]1eIr arnval they have been feized with an inward 
and facred horror, of which they can give no ac-· 
count. But the folid piety of the inhabitant/i of 
this defert, makes an impreffion upon all, which 
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is fo much the greater, as it is affifled by thought 
.and reflection. 

. The inhabitants are favages, or Indians, but who 

.derive nothing from their birth and original but 
what is really eO:imable, that is to fay, the fim
plicity and opennefs of the firO: ages of the world, 
together with'thofe improvements which Grace has 
made upon them; a patriarchal faith, a fincere 
piety, that rectitude and docility of heart which 
conftitute a true faint; an incredible innocence of 
manners; and lafi:ly, pure Chriftianity, on which 
the world has not yet breathed that contagious air 
which corrupts it; and that frequently attended 
with acts of the moO: heroick virtue. Nothing can 
be more affecting than to hear them fing in two 
choirs, the men on one fide, and the women on 
the other, the prayers and hymns of the church in 
their own language. Nor is there any thing which 
can be compared to that fervour and modefty which 
they difplay in all their religious exercifes; and I 
have never feen anyone, who was not touched with 
it to the bottom of his heart. 

This village has been formerly much better peo
pled than at prefent, but diftempers, and I know 
not what caufe, which infenfibly reduces to norhing 
all the nations of this continent, have greatly di
mini!hed the number of its inhabitants. rhe old 
age and infirmities of fome of .their ancient pauors 
had likewife occafioned the fallIng off of fome from 
their primitive zeal, but it has been no difficult 
matter to bring them back to it again; and he who 
directs them at prefent has nothing to do but to keep 
things on the fa~e ~o~ting in which he found .them. 
It is true, that It IS Impoffible to carry to a farther 
length than has been done the precamiuns they ufe 
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io prevelit the introducing any new relaxation of 
manners. Intoxicating liquors,· the moft common 
and almoft the fole fiumbling block, which is able 
to taufc the ravages t'o fall off, ate prohibited by a 
fokmn vow, the breach of which is fubmitted to a 
publitk pehance, as well as every other fault which 
occafions [candal; and a relapfe is generally fuffi· 
tient to bal1iili the criminal without: any hopes of 
return from a place, which ought to be the impreg
nable fortrefs and the facred afylum of piety and 
innocence. Pea'ce and fubordination reign here in 
a perfect manner; and' this village feems to confii
tute but one family, which is regulated by the pur:. 
eft maxims of the gofpe!. This muft always oc
calion matter of furprize to everyone, who confide~ 
to what a height thefe people, particularly the Hu. 
tons, ufually- carry their natural fiercenefs and the 
love of independance. 

. The greatefi, and perhaps the only trouble which 
the miffionary has, is to find where¥.1thal to fubfift 
his fleck ~ the territory which he poffeffes, not be
ing fufficient for that purpofe, and there are very 
good reafons againft abandoning it; however, Pro
vIdence fi.ipplies this defect. Monfieur and Ma. 
thme Begon Were of OUl" pilgrimage, and were re
ceived by our good Neophyte~ as perfons of their 
rank ought to be, who, at the fame time, never 
fllffered them to want the neceffaries of lire. After 
!" reception, entirely military oli the part of the war
tior,>, <lnd the acclamations of the multitude, they 
began witr ex'ercifes of piety, which contributed to 
t~1e '~tjtual edification of an prefent. This Was fol
lowed whh a general feftival at the expence of Ma
'dam Begon, who received all the honours of it. The 
then, according to cuftom, eat in one houfe and 
the women with the little children in anoth~. I 
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tatl it a houfe and not a 'cabin, for thete Indians 
have for forne time lived afrer the French man
ner. 

The women on fuch occafions teftify their grad
tude only by their filence anp modefty ; but becaufe 
this Was the firft lady in the colony, who had ever 
regaled the whole village, an orator was granted to 
the Huron women, by whofe mouth theydifpiayec\ 
all the grateful fentiments of their hearts towards 
their illuftrious benefaCtrefs. As for the men, after 
their chief had harangued the Intendant, they danced 
and fllng as much as they thought fit. Nothing, 
Madam, can be iefs entertaining than thofe fongs 
and dances. At fi'rft, they feat themfelves on the 
ground, like fo many apes without any order; from 
time to time 'one man rifes, and advances nowly to 
the middle of the place, always as they fay in ca
dehce, turning his head from one fide to the other, 
and finging an air, containing not the fmalleft melody 
to any ear but that of a favage or Indian, and pro~ 
nouncing a few words which are of no fignification. 
Sometimes it is a war-fong, fometimes a death-fong, 
fometimes an attack, or a furprize; for as thefe 
people drink nothing but water, they have no drink
ing fongs, and they have not as yet thought of 
making any on therr amours. Whilft this penon 
is finging, the pit or audien'Ce never ceafe beating 
time, by drawing from the bottom of their breaft 
a Hi, being a note which never varies. The con
ntrlffeurs, to whom I refer the matter, pretend that 
they are ne'\'er once 'Out in keeping time. 

As foon as one perron bas given over, another 
takes his place, and this continues till the fpeCtatots 
thank them for their entertainment, which they 
"ould not be long of doing were it not convenient 
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to thew a. little complaifance to thofe people. Their
mufick i$ indeed very far from being agreeable, a~ 
Ie aft, if I may-form a judgment of it from what I 
ltave heard of it. 

It is however quite another thing at church; the 
women, particularly having a furprtzing foftnefs of 
voice, and at the fame time a confiderable fhare of 
tafte as well as genius for mufick. 

On ruch occafions their harangue or oration is ex
tremely worthy of attention; they explain., in a few 
words, and almoft always in a very ingenious man
ner, the oceafion of the fefiival, which they never 
fail to afcribe to very_ generous motives. The 
praifes of him who is at the expence are not for
gotten, and they fometimes take the opportunity~ 
when certain perfonages, particularly when the Go .. 
vernor .. general or Intendant are prefent, to aik a fa .. 
vour, or to reprefent their grievances. The orator 
of the Huron women faid that day in his harangue 
fome things fo very extraordinary, that we could 
not help fufpeCting that the interpreter, then i 'eter 
Oanid Ricker, the miffionary, had lent him fome of 
his wit and politenefs; but he protefied he had add
ed nothing of his own; which we believed, becaufe 
we knew him to be one of the opendt and fin
cereft men in the world. 

Before this little journey, I Lad made fome fmall 
eJ(:c~rfions in the neighbourhood of this city, but as 
the ground was every where covered with fnow to. 
the depth of five or fix feet, I have not thereby been 
enabled to fpeak much of the nature of the coun
tli'y. Notwithft~nding. having before travelled over 
iC3t all feafons of the year, I can affure you that 
you very rarely meet any where eIfe with a more fer-
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tile country, or a better foil. I have applied my": 
(elf particularly this winter to learn what advantages. 
may be drawn from this colony, and I ihall now 
communicate to you the fruit of my enquiries. It 
is a complaint as old as the colony itfeIf, and not 
without foundation, that Canada does not enrich 
France. It is likewife true that none of the inha
bitants are rich; but is this the fault of the country 
itfelf, or rather of its firft fetders? I ihall endea-\ 
YOUr to put you in the way of forming a judgment 
on this article. 

The original fource of the misfortune of there 
provinces, which they have h6'lnoured with the fine 
name of New France, is the report which was at 
firft fpread in the kingdom, that there were no mines 
in them, and their not paying fufficient attention to 
a much greater advantage which may be drawn from 
this colony, which is the augmentation of trade; 
that in order to bring this about fettlements mull: 
be made; that this is done by little and little, and 
without being fenfibly felt in fuch a kingdom as 
France; that the two only objects which preCent 
themfdves at firft view in Canada and Acadia, 1 mean 
the fiihery and fur trade, abfolutely require that 
thefe two countries !hould be well peopled; and that 
if they had been fo, perhaps, they would have fent 
greater returns to France, than Spain has drawn 
from the richeft provinces of the New World, etpe
cially, if they had added to thefe articles the build. 
ing of {hips; but the fplendor of the gold and fil
ver which came from Peru and Mexico, dazzled 
the eyes of all Europe in fuch a manner, that any 
country which did not produce thefe precious metals 
was looked upon as abfolutely good for nothing. 
Let us fee what a fenfible author who has been on 
the fpat fays upon this head. 

~. The 
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. The COmnIOn queftions they alk U~, fays Mlri 
Lefcarbot, are, ,. Are there any treafures to be 
found in that country? Any gold and filver? But 
nobody enquires whether the people are difpofed t() 
hear and relifu the doCl:rines of Chriftianity. It is, 
however, certain, that there are mines here, but 
thefe muft be wrought with induftry, labour, and 
patience. The beft mine I know is corn and wine, 
together with the railing of cattle; he who poffeffes 
th~fe thiw,s has ,money; . but we ~o not live by 
mmes. '1 he marmers who come In aueft of filh 
from all parts of Europe, above eight ~r nihe hun
dred leagues from their own country, find the beft 
of mines, without blowing up rocks, digging into 
the entrails of the earth, or living in the obfcurity 
of the infernal regions.-TIley find, I fay, the beft 
of mines in the bottom of the waters, and in the 
tra&! of furs and !kins, by which they make gocd 
money." 

, Kat only a bad character has been given to New 
France without knowing it; but even thofe who 
imagined they fhould draw advantages from it, have 
not purfued the meafllres proper for that purpofe. 
In the firil: place, they were a very long time in 
fixing themfelves; they cleared lands without hav
ing well examined them, they fowed them, and 
built houfes on them, and afterwards frequently de
ierted them, without knowing why, and went to 
fettle tlfewhere. This inconftancy has contributed 
more than any thing to make us lofe Acadia, and 
prevent us from drawing any advantage from it, 
during the time we were in po1feffion of that fine 
·peninfula. The author, already cited, who was a 
witnefs of this our wavering and irrefolute conduct" 
[(Tuples not to upbraid thofe with it who we're the 
plait culpable. "It is thus," tays he, " that we 

have 
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baVe made leviei;of armed men, that we hi1ve hut::. 
ned with ardour into new undertakings, that we 
have laid down and begun the fineft projeas, and 
1n the end have deferted them ail. ., •. Indeed to 
be fi"lccefsful in fuch enterprizes we ought to be 
well fupported; but we ought likewife to have men 
of tefolution, who will not retract, but carry this 
point of honour always in their eyes, to conquer or 
die, it being a great and a glorious thing to die in 
the execution of a noble defign, fuch as laying the 
foundations of a.new kingdom, or eftablilhing the 
Chriftian faith among a .people unacquainted with 
the true God." I could pufh thefe reflections a 
great deal farther, but am cautious of engaging in 
a difpute, into which I neither can nor ought to en
ter 'With the knowledge I have of it at prefent. 

I 1:ome ·now to trre-commerce of Canada. This 
'has turned for a long time folely upon the filhery 
and fur-trade. The cod·filhery had been carried 
'on upon the great bank, and the coafts of New
foundland' -long before the difcovery of the river 
St. Laurence, but we were too late in making a fec
dement on that ifland, and fuffered the Engliib to 
get the ftart of us. At taft We got poffeffion of 
the harbour and bay of Placentia, where our royal 
fquadronshaV'e been at ahchor oftener than once; 
we have withftood lieges there, and the Canadian 
militia have performed warlike exploits in that place 
'Which are not inferior to thofe of the braveft: bu
caneeri of St. Domingo. They have frequently 
1aid wafte the fettleinents, and ruined the trade of 
the EnglHh in that iOand; but that people, from 
whom we eafily took their ftrongeft places, were 
too well acquainted with their enemies to be difcon
certed in their meafures. Accuftomed to behold 

~ the Canadian fire ·kindle in the fi'ozen regions of the 
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north, and go olit of its own accord, when it ougbl 
to have difplayed itfelf with the greateft aClivity. 
they have behaved at the approach of Ollr peop1e~ 
as an experience.d pilot does at the light of an un.
avoidable tempeft. They wifely gave way to tht 
florm, and afterwards, without interruption, repair
ed the damages their fettlements had received from 
it; and by this conduct, though continually worfted 
in Newfoundland, whether they acted on the offen
five or defenlive, they have always carried on an in
c:omparably greater trade than tht:ir conquerors, and 
have at ]aft remained the fole mafters and peaceable 
poffeffors of that i!1and_ 

We have behaved ftill worfe in Canada; this great 
and rich province has been for a long time divided 
amongft feveral private perfons, none of whom havlt 
enriched themfelves, whilft the Englilh have made 
immenfe profits by the filhery on its coafts_ The 
fettlements which thefe proprietors have made, want
ing folidity, and they themlelves being deftitute of 
a regular plan, and the one deftroying the other, 
they have left the country nearly in the fame con
dition in which they found it, and in a ftate of 
contempt and neglect from which it has not reco
vered till the moment we loft it. Our enemies were 
the firft who made us fenfible of its value. 

The only trade to which thi~ colony has been long 
reduced, is that of furs; and the faults committed 
~ it are paft number. Perhaps, our national cha
racter never {howed itfelf in a ftronger light than in 
this affair. When we difcovered this vaft Conti
nent, it was tull of wild beafts. A handful of 
Frenchmen has made them almoft entirely difap
p.ear in lef~ tha? an a~e, and there are fome the fpe. 
Cles of whIch IS enurely deftroyed. They killed 
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the elks and moufe-deer merely for the pleafure of kil. 
ling them, and to fhew their dexterity. They had 
not even the precaution to interpofe the authority of 
the prince to fiop fuch a flagrant diforder. But the 
greatefi mifchiefs arofe from the infatiable avidity of 
private perfons, who applied themfelves folely to 
this commerce. 

They arrived for the mofi part from France, with 
npthing but what they had on their backs, and they 
were impatient to appear in a better fituatiOll. At 
firft this was an eafy matter; the Indians klJew not 
what riches were contained in their woods, till the 
rapacioufnefs with which their furs were bought up 
roade them acquainted with it; prodigious quanti
ties were got from them for trifles, which many 
would not have been at the trouble to gather toae
ther. Even fince they have had their eyes ope~ed 
with refpeB: to the value of this commodity, and 
have acquired a tafie for fomething more folid, it 
was for a long time very eafy to fatisfy them at a 
fmall expence ; and with a little prudence this trade 
might have been continued on a tolerable good foot
ing. 

Neverthelefs, we fhouJd be puzzled to name but 
one family at this day which has grown rich by this 
traffick. We have feen fortunes equally immenfe 
and fudden, rife up, and difappear almoft at the fame 
time, not unlike to thofe moving mountains mention
ed by travellers, which the wind raifes or throws down 
in the fandy defarts of Africa. Nothing has been 
more common in this country than to fee people 
dragging out a languifhing old age in mifery and 
Qifgrace, after having been in a condition to fettle 

,thernfelves on an honourable footing. After aU, 
Madam, thofe fortunes which private perfons, who 
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.f4ever deferved them, have failed of acquiring, &Pa 
not worthy of the publick's regret, if the bad con
fequences had not fallen upon the colanx.; which, in 
a {hart time, was reduced to the condition of f~ 
ing a [pring, from whence fo much riches might 
Rave flowed into its bo[om, entirely dried up OJ," di .. 
verted into another channel. 

Its great plenty was the beginning of it~ ruin~' 
By means of accumulating beaver ikins, which h~ 
always been the principal object: of this commerce, 
fa great a quantity were heaped up in the warehoufes 
that no vent could be found for them, whence it 
happened, that the merchants declining to buy any 
more, our adventurers, called here Cotlreurs de. Rois~ 
or hunters, took the refolution of carrying them to 
the Engli{h, and many of them fettled in the pro
v.ince of New -Y or k. Several attempts were made 
to put a ftop to the progrefs of thefe defertions, but 
to little effect:; on the contrary, thofe who had been 
led by motives of inte.reft, to take refuge among. 
their neighbours, were kept there by the fear of pu~ 
nifhment; and the vagabonds, who had acquired a 
tafte for a wandering and independant life, remain .. 
ed \lmong!l: the favages or Indians, from whom they 
were n(} longer diftinguHhable but by their vices. 
They frequently had recourfe to amnefties to recal 
thofe fugitives, which were at firfr of little confe~ 
quence; but in the end being managed with pru.' 
dence, they produced part of the effect: promifed 
from them. . 

Another method was made ufe of which was frill 
more efficacious; but thofe people who were zealou$ 
for good order and the adyancement of religipn, 
found ~he remedy worfe than the difea[o. This W!l~ 
to grant permiffion to thoft: in whom they ~hough~ the; 



( 127 ) 
they could repofe confidence to trade in the Inditil 
c;ountries, and to prohibit all others from going out 
of the colony. The number of there licences was' 
limited, and they were dififibuted amongfi poor 
widows and orphans, who might fell them to the 
Cf"raders for more or lefs, according as the trade was 
f;ood or bad, or according to the natur«:: of the places 
to which the licences granted the liberty of trading; 
for they ufed the precaution to fpecify thofe places, 
to prevent too gre~t a {lumber from going the fame 
vhy. . 

Betides thofe licences, the number of which was 
regulated by the court, and the difiribution of which 
Qelonged to the governor-general, there were others 
for the commandants of forts, and for (,xtraordi
oary occafions, which the governor fiill grants un
qer the name of fimple Permiflions. Thus one part 
9f our YOQth is cQnt~nuaUy rambling and roving 
about; anq though thofe diforders, which formerly 
fo much difgraced this profeffion, are no longer 
committed, at leafr not fo openly, yet it infeth 
them with a habit of libertinifm, of which they ne
ver entirely get rid; at leafi, it gives them a dif
t~e for labour, it exhaufrs their ihength, they be
come incapabl\! of tht; leilfr coofl:rainr, and when 
tpey are no longer able to undergo ~he fatigues of 
travelling, whicq foon happens, for ~hefe fatigu~ 
are e~~emve, they remain without the leafi reo 
fpurc;e, an9 are no longer good for any thing. 
Hence it ~Omes to pafs, ~hat arts have been a long 
time negle~ed~ a great quantity of good land re
Ipaiqs frill un~l1lt\vated, flf!d t~e coun~ry ~s but very 
ipditferently peopled" 

I~ ~as been often propofed to abolilh thofe perni
Cjioull licences, not with a view of hurting the trade, 

bll~ 



( 128 ) 

b'Jt e\fen or rendering it more fiourifhing, and: fot 
that purpofe to make fome French fettlements' in 
proper places, where it would be eafy to affemble the 
Indians, at leafr for certain feafons of the year. By 
this means, this vafr country would be infenfibly 
filled with inhabitants, and perhaps, this is the only 
method by which that project which the court has 
fo long had at heart of Frenchifying the Indians~ 
that is the term they make ufe-of, could be brought 
about. I believe, I may at leafr affirm, thilt it 
this method had been followed, Canada would have 
been at prefent much better peopled than it is ; that 
the Indians drawn and kept together by the com
forts and conveniencies of life, which they would 
have found in our fettlements, would not have been 
fo miferable, nor 1'0 much addicted to a wandering 
life, and confequently their numbers would have· 
encreafed, whereas they have diminifhed at a fur
prifing rate, and would have attached themfdves to 
us in fuch a manner that we might now have dif .. 
pofed of them as of the fubjects of the crown; be
fides, that the miffionaries would have had fewer 
obfracles to encounter with in their converfion. 
What we now fee at Loretto, and amongft a fmall 
proportion of the Iroquoife,- Algonquins, and Abe
naquis, fettled in the colony, leaves no room to 
doubt the truth of what I have advanced, and there 
are none of thofe who have had the greateft inter
courfe with the Indians, who do not agree, that 
thefe people are not to be depended on, when they 
are not Chrifrians. 1 want no other example, but 
~hat of the Abenaquis, who, though far from be
mg numerous, have been durinO' the two laft wars 
the chief bulwark of New F~ance aO'ainft New 
England. 0 
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BeCides this project, Madam, which I have been 

juft now explaining to you, is as old as the colony ~ 
it was formed by M. de Champlain its founder, and 
has been approved of by almoft all the miffionarirs 
I have known, whofe painful labours in the fitua
tion things have long been in, produce no great 
good effects, at leaft in the diftant millions. Ie 
would be now, indeed, too late to ref time this de
fign with refpect to the Indians, who difappear in a 
manner as fenfible as it is inconceivable. But what 
hinders its being followed with refpect to the French. 
and enlarging the colony by degrees, till it fhould 
join to that of Louifiana, and thus ftrengthen the 
one by the other? It has been in this manner, that 
the Englifh, in lefs than a century and a half have 
peopled above five hundred leagues of the country. 
and formed a power upon this Continent, which 
when we view ·it nearly we canrwt but behold with 
terror. 

Canada is capable of furnilhing many articles 
for a trade with the Weft-India ifiands, and fome
times actually fends thither no mean quantity of 
.flour, planks, and other timber proper for build
ing. As there is, perhaps, no country in the whole 
world, which produces more forts of wood nor of 
better kinds, you may judge what immenfe riches 
may be one day drawn from it. It appears that 
very few perfons are well informed with refpect to 
this point. Nor am I, as yet, fufficiently informed 
myfelf, to be able to enter into a more minute detail; 
I am fomewhat better acquainted with what relates 
to the oil-trade, and fhall have occafion to fpeak 
of it very foon: As- I am in a hurry to finifh this 
Jetter, I have oniy time to conclude what relatts 
~o the commerce of tbis country in general. 

VOL. r. K N"o-
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N othinO' has in all appearance' contributed more 

to its decaY, than the frequent changes which'have 
been maae in the coin. 1 will give you the hiftQry 
of it in a few words. In J 670, the company of 
the Weft-Indies, to whom the king had ceded the 
right to the property of the French ifia-nds on the 
Continent of Artlerica~ had leave given to export 
to the Weft-India iOands, to the amount of one 
hundred tboufand Iivres, in fmall pieces, marked 
with a particular ftampand infcription. The king's 
edict is dated in the month of February, and bore 
that thofe pieces fhould only pafs current in the iOes •. 
But in fome difficulties which fell out, the council 
iffiled on the 18th of N ovem ~r of the year I 672, 
~Ii Arret, by which it was ordained, that the above
mentioned1 as well as all other cOin which fhould 
pals current in France, fhould a1fo pafs current not 
pnly in the French iOands, but alfo in thofe parts 
of the continent of America, which are fubject to 
the crown, at the rate of thirty-three and One third 
per cent. advance ~ that is to fay, thd pieces of fifteen 
fols for twenty, and the others in proportion. 

The fa:me Arret ordained, that all contracts, bills • 
. accounts, bargains, and payments, between all forts 
of perfoos whatfoever, fhould be made at a certain 
price in current money, without making ufe of any 
exchange or reckoning in fugar, or al~y other com
modity, on pain of nullity of the at!:. And widt 
refpect to tranfactions by-paft; it was ordered, that 
all ftipulations of Contracts, bills, debts, quit-reDt~ 
leafes, or farm.s of fugar, or other commodities, 
fhould be made payable In money, according to the 
Ct~rre,:t value of the above coin. In confequenre 
ot tIllS arret, the coin encreafed one fourth in value 
i~ New, France, which very foon occafioned many 
dIfficultIes. In effea, M. de Champigny Noroy, 
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who was appoirited intendant of Quebec, in 1684. 
and who is now in the fame employ at Havre de 
Grace, found himfelf foon embarratred as well with 
refpea: to the payment of the troops, as to the other 
etcpences'the king muft be at in this colony. 

Arid belldes the funds which were fent' from 
France, arrived almoft always roo late, the firft of 
January being the day on which it was abfolutely 
necetrary to pay the officers and foldiers, as well as 
to defray other charges equally indifpenfable. To 
obviate the moft preffing demands, M. de Cham
pigny thought proper to iffile certain bills, which 
fhould ftand in place of coin, taking care, however, 
conftantly to obferve the augmentation of the value 
'of the money. A verbal procefs was drawn up of 
this proceeding, and, by virtue of an ordinance of 
the governor-general and intendant, every piece ot 
this money, which was made of cards, had its va
lue, with the mark of the trearury, and the arms 
of France, ftamped upon it, as were thofe of the 
governor and intendant in Spanifh wax. After
wards paper money was ftruck in France, arid ftamp
~d with the fame impreffion as the current-money 
of the realm, and' it was ordained, that the bills 
1bould be returned into the treafury of Canada every 
year, before the arrival of the fhips from France, 
in order to receive an additional mark to prevent 
the introducing of counterfeits. 

This paper-money was of no long continuance, fo 
that they returned to the ufe of card. money, on which 
new impreffiol1s were ftamped. The intendant 
figned fnch bills as were of four Jivres and upwanh 
niue, only marking the others. In latter times, 
the governor· general figned al[o fuch as were of fix 
livres and above. In the begin:ling of the Autumn. 
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all the bills were carried back to the treafurer, who 
gave bills of exchange for. the value on the tr~afurer
general of the marine at Rochefort, or his clerk. 
to be charged to the account of th~ expences of the 
following year. Such as were [pOlled were no lon
ger fuffered to pafs current, and were bur?ed after 
having firfl: drawn up a verbal procefs of It. 

Whilft thefe bills of exchange were faithfully 
paid, thofe money-bills were preferred to real fpe
cie; as foon as they ceaCed to be honoured, they 
gave over carrying the money-bills to the treafLirer, 
fo that in 1702, M. de Champigny was at a great 
deal of pains to no purpofe in endeavouring to re
tire all thofe he had made. His fuccefTors were un
der the neceffity of making new ones every year, 
for paying of falaries, which multiplied them to 
fuch a degree, that at laft they became of no value 
at all, and nobody would receive them in payment. 
The confequence of this was an entire ftagnation 
of trade, and the diforder went fo far, that in 1713, 
the inhabitants propofed to lofe one half, on con
dition that the king fhollld take them up and pay 
the other half. 

This propofal was agreed to the year following, 
hut the orders given. in confequence thereof, were 
not fully executed till 1717. A declaration was 
then pllbldhed, abolifhing thefe money-bills, when 
they begun paying the falaries of the officers of the 
colony in filver. The augmentation of one fourth 
advance, . was abro~ated at the fame time: Experi
ence having made It appear, that the augmentatiop 
of the fpecies in a colony does not keep the money 
from going out of it as had been pretended,. and 
that ~oney could nev.er h~ve a free and proper cir
culation, but by paymg m commodities whatever 
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was imported from France. In effeCt, tn this cafe; 
~e colony keeps her l110ney at home, whereas in 
the fuppofition that {he has riot merchandize fuffi
cient to pay for all thar fhe receives,lhe is obliged 
to pay the balance in filver, and how 1hould it be 
ocherwife? 

In a word, Madam, you will be furprized when 
I tell you, that in 1 706, the trade of the moil: an
cient of all our colonies was carried on in a bottom, 
or capital of no more than 650,000 livres, and 
things have fince been pretty much in the fame fi
tuation. Now this fum divided amongft thirty 
thoufand inhabitants is neither capable of enriching 
them, nor of enabling them to purchafe the com
modities of France. For this reafon, moil: part of 
them go ftark naked, efpecially chofe that live in 
remote habitations. They have not even fo much 
as the advantage of felling the furplus of their com
modities to the inhabitants I of cities, thefe being 
obliged, in order to fubfift, to have lands in the 
country, and to cultivate them themfdves for their 
own account. 

Afrer the king had taken Canada back again out 
of the hands of the companies, his majelly expend
ed confiderably more on it for feveral years than he 
has done fince; and the colony in thofe times fent 
into France to the value of near one million livres 
in beaver yearly, notwithftanding it was not fa po
pulous as at prefent: But fhe has always drawn 
more from France than fhe has been able to pay, 
doing juft as a private perfon would, who with a 
revenue of thirty thoLlfand livres, fhould. fpend at 
the rate of upwards of forty thoufand. By this 
means, her credit has funk, and fo has brought on 
the ruin of her trade, which, fince the year 1706, 
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confifled of fcarce any thing betides what is t:aIIeq 
the ferrer peltry. Every merchant would be con
cerned in it which has occafioned its ruin, as they 
often paid more for them to the Indians than they 
Wi::re a:ble to fell them fqr in FraJlce. . 

/ al11, &c. 
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LET T E R V. 

Of the beavers qf Canada; in what they diJfer 
from thofe of Europe j of their manner if 
Imiiding s if the advantage which may accrue 
to the colony from them j of the hunting of the 
beaver an4 mo/k-rat. 

Madam, 
ff!gebec, March 1, 1721. 

I Ought to have fet out within a day or two after 
writing my laft letter; but I am ftill detained 

for want of a carriage. In the mean-time, I cannot 
do better than entertain y09 with an account of the 
curiofities of this country. I fhall begin with the 
moft fingular article of all, that is to fay, the bea
ver. The fpoil of this aplmal has hitherto been 
tbeprincipal article in the commerce of New France. 
It is itfelf one of the greateft wonders in nature, 

- and may very well afford many a ftriking lpJ"on of 
induftry, forefighr, dexterity, and perfevcrance in 
labour. 

The beaver was not unknown in France before 
the difcovery of America; we find in the ancient 
t>ooks of the Hatters of Paris, regulations for the 

K t l11~nu-



( '52 ) 
manufacture of beaver-hats; now the beaver' of 
America and Europe are abfolute1y the fame animal; 
but whether it is, that the European beavers are be
come extremely rare; or that their fur is not equally 
good in quality with that of the beavers of Ame
rica, there is no longer mention made of any, be. 
fides this latter, except it is with refpett to the Caf· 
toreum, of which I fhall fay a word or two in the 
end of this letter. I do not even know that any 
author has mentioned this animal, as an object of 
curiofity, perhaps, for want of h~ving obferved it 
clarely enough; perhaps too, becaufe the Euro
pean beavers are of [he nature of land beavers, 
the difference of which from the others I fhall pre
[endy fhew you. 

However this be, the beaver of Canada is an 
amphibious quadruped, which cannot live for any 
long time in the water, and which is able to live 
entirely without it, provided it have the conveniency 
of bathing itfelf fometimes. The largeft beavers 
are fomew hat lers than four feet in length and fifteen 
inches in bre.:dth over the haunches, weighing about 
fixty pounds_ Its colour is different according to 
the different climates, in which it is found. In the 
moll: dill:ant northern parts they are generaily quite 
black, thouSh there aJ:e fometimes found beavers 
entirely white. In the moft temperate countries they 
are brown, their colour becomina lighter and lighter 
in proportion as they approach Q toward the fouth. 
In the country of the Illinois, they are almoft yel
low, and fome are even feen of a ftraw-colour. I~ 
has alfo been obferved, that in proportion as their 
colOllr is lighter they yield a lefs quantity of fur, 
and confequently are lefs valuable. This is plainly 
the work of Providence, which fecures them from 

'rhecold in proportion as they are expo[ed to it. 
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The fur ill of two forts all the-body over, excepting 
,at -the feet, where it is very fhort. The longeft of 
it isfrom eight to ten lines in length, ~nd it even 
goes fometimes on the back as far as two inches, di
minifhing gradually towards the head and tail. This 
part of the fur is harfh, courfe, and fhining, and 
is properly that which gives the animal its colour. 
In viewing it through a microfcope, YOll obferve 
the middle lefs opake, which proves it to be hollow, 
for which caufe no ufe is ever made of it. The 
other part of the fur is a very thick and fine down, 
of an inch in length at moft, and is what is com
monly manufaCtured. In Europe, it was formerly 
known by the name of Mufcovia wool. This is 
properly the coat of the beaver, the firft ferving 
only for ornament, and perhaps to affift him in 
fwimming. 

It is pretended that the beaver lives fifteen or 
twenty years; that the female carries her young four 
months, and that her ordinary litter is four, though 
fame travellers have raifed it to eight, which as I 
believe happens but rarely. She has four teats, two 
on the great peCton~l mufcle between the fecond and 
third of the true ribs, and two about four fingers 
higher. The mufcles of this animal are exceeding 
thong, and thicker in appearance than its fize re
quires. Its inteftines on the contrary are extremely 
(lender, its bones very hard, and its two jaws which 
are almoft equal, furprizingly ftrong; each of thefe 
is furnifhed with ten teeth, two incifive and eigh~ 
molar. The fuperior incifives are two inches and 
a half long, the inferior upwards of three, follow-

. ing the bending of the jaw, which gives them a 
prodigious and furprifing force for fo fmall an ani
mal. It has been further obferved, that [he twO 
jaws do not exactly correfpond, but that the fuee-
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rior advances confiderablyover the inferior, fo that 
they crofs like the two blades of a pair of fciffars: 
Laftly, that the length of both the one and the 
other is predfely the third part of their root. 

The head of the beaver is very near like that of 
a mountain rat. Its fnout is pretty long, the eyes 
little, the ears iliort, round, hairy on the outfide, 
and fmooth within. Its legs are iliort, particularly 
the forelegs, which are only four or five inches long, 
and pretty much like thofe of the badger. The 
nails are made obliquely and hollow like quills, the 
hind feet are quite different, being flat and furnifh
ed with membranes between the toes; thus the bea
ver can walk though nowly, and fwims with the 
fame eafe as any other aquatick animal. Belides, in 
refpeCl: of its tail, it is altogether a fifh, having been 
jurjdically declared fuch by the faculty of medicine 
of Paris, in confequence of which declaration, the 
faculty of theology have decided that it might be 
lawfully eaten on meagre days. M. Lemery was 
miftaken in faying, that this decilion regarded only 
the hinder part of the beaver. It has been placeti 
all of it in the fame c1afs with mackrel. 

It is true, that hitherto we have not been able 
to profit much by this toleration; the beavers are 
at prefent fo far from our habitations, that it is rare 
to meet with any that are eatable. Our I ndians who 
live among us keep it after having dried it in the 
fmoke, and I give you my word, M;wam, it is the 
worft eating I ever rafted. It is alfo neceifary when 
you have got freilibeaver, to give it a boiling in order 
~ take a way a very difagreeable relith. With this 
precaution, it is exceeding good eating, there be
jng no fort of meat either lighter, more wholefome, 
or more delic~ous, it i's' even affirmed to be as nou-
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;if'hing as veal ; when boiled it Hands in need of 
(orne feafoning to give it a relifh, but roailed has no 
need of any thing. What is moft remarkable in 
this amphibious animal is its tail. This is almoft 
oval, four inches broad at the root, five in the mid~ 
dIe, and three at the extremity, I mean, however, 
in large beav~rs only. It is an inch thick, and a 
foot in length. Its fubftance is a firm fat, or ten .. 
der cartilage, much like the flelbof the porpoife, 
but which grows harder when it is kept for any 
confiderable time. It is covered with a fcaly {kin, 
the fcales of which are hexagonal, half a line in 
thicknefs, from three to four lines long, and refring 
upon each other like thofe of fillies. An extream 
flender pellicle fervc::s to fupport them, and they are 
indented fo as to be eafily feparated after the death 
pf the ;mimal. 

This is in brief the defcription of this curious 
creature. If you would have a frill greater detail 
of it, you may fatisfy yourfelf by looking into the 
m1emoirs of the royal academy of fciences for the 
year 17°4. The anatomical defcription of the bea
ver has been inferted in it, done by M. Sarrafin cor
refpondent of the academy, king's phyfician in this 
·country, and expert in medicine, anatomy, furg::ry, 
;lnd botany; and a man of very fine accomplilb
p1ents, who difringuifhes himfelf no lefs in the fu
perior coum:il of which he is member, than by his 
abilities in every point relating to his profeffion. It 
js really matter of furprize to find a man of Cuch 
pniverfal merit ~n a colony. But to return to the 
peaver~ . 

The true tefticles of this amphibious animal 
were not known to the antients, probably, becaufe 
Jhey were very little, and lay concealed in the loins. 
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They had given this name to the'bags in which tM 
ca!l:oreum is contained, which are very different, 
and in number four in the lower belly of the bea.,ver. 
The two firft, which are called fuperior, from their 
being more elevated thanthe re!l:, are of the form 
of a pear, and communicate with each other like the 
two pockets of a knapfack. The other twO which are 
called inferior are roundi1h towards the bottom. 
The former contain a foft, refinous, adhefive mat
ter, mixed with fmall fibres, greyi1h w~thout, and 
yellow within, of a {hong difagreeable and pene
trating fcent, and very inflammable, which is the 
true ca!l:oreum. It hardens in the air in a month's 

. time, and becomes brown, brittle, and friable. 
When they have a mind to caufe it harden fooner 
than ordinary, 'tis only placing it in a chimney. 

It is pretended that the caftoreum which comes 
from Dantzick is better than that of Canada; I re
fer it to the Druggifts. It is certain that the bags 
which contain this latter are fmaller, and that even 
here the large!l: are the moft e(leemed. Befides 
their thickners, they muft alfo be heavy, brown, of 
a {hong penetrating fcent, full of a hard, bitter, 
and friable matter, of the fame colour, or yellowi1h 
interwoven with a delicate membrane, and of an 
acrid tafte. The properties of caftoreum are to at
tenuate vifcous matter, fortify the brain, cure the 
vapours, provoke the menfes in women, prevent 
corruption, and caufe ill humours to evaporate by 
perfpiration. It is alfo ufed with fuccefs ao-ainft the 
epilepfy, or falling·ficknefs, the palfy, ~poplexy, 
and deafnefs. 

Thdnferior bags contain an unCl:uous and fattilh 
liquor like honey. Its colour is of a pale yellow, 
its odour fetid, little different from that of the cafto; 
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reum, but fomewhat weaker and more difagreeable. 
It thickens as it grows older, and takes the confif· 
tence of tallow. This liquor is a refolvent, and a 
fortifier of the nerves, for which purpofe it muft 
be applied upon the part.- It is befides a folly to 
fay with fome authors on the faith of the antient 
naturalifts, that when the beaver finds himfelf pur
flied, to fave his life he bites off thefe pretended tef
ticles which he abandons to the hunters. It is his 
fur he ought then to ftrip himfelf of, in compari
fon of which all thtl reft is of little value. It is, 
however, owing to this fable that this animal got 
the name of Cafior. Its ikin, after being ftript of 
the fur, is not to be neglected; of it are made gloves 
and ftockings, as might feveral other things, but it 
being difficult to take off'all the fur without cutting 
it they make ufe of the ikin of the land beaver. 

You have, perhaps, heard of green and dry 
beaver, and you may alfo be defirous to know the 
difference; which is this. The dry beaver is its 
ikin before it has been employed in any ufe: the 
green beaver are fuch as have been worn by the In
dians, who, after having well tawed them- on the 
infide, and rubbed them with the marrow of certain 
animals, with which I am not acquainted, in order 
to render them more pliant, few feveral of them to
gether, making a fore of garment, which they call 
a robe, and in which they wrap themfelves with the 
fur inwards. They never put it oft" in winter, day 
nor night; the long hair foon falls off, the down 
remaining and becoming more. oily, in which con
dition it is much fitter to be worked up by the hat
ters; who cannot make any ufe of the dry, with
out a mixture of this fat fur along with it. They 
pretend it ought to have been worn from fifteen to 
eighteen months to be in its perrection. I leaye you 
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to judge whether our fir£l traders were 6rilple erl&:tgh 
to let the Indians knoW what a valuable commoditY 
their old doaths were. It was, however, impoffi" 
ble to keep a fecret of this nature for any confid~r. 
able time, being entrufted to a paffion which imme
diately betrays itfelf. About thirty years ago one 
Guigues, Who had had the farm of the beaver, find
ing a prodigious quantity of this fur upon his hands, 
bethought himfelf, in order to create a vent for it, 
of having it fpun and carded with wool, and of thi! 
compofition he cauied make cloths, flannels, ftock
ing, and other fuch like manufactures, but with fmall 
fuccefs. This trial the wed that the fur of the bea
ver was only fit for making hats. It is too thort to 
he capable of being fpun alone, and a great deal 
more than one half mu£l conG£l of wool, fo that 
there is very little profit to be made by this manu
facture. There is, however, one of this fort £lill 
kept up in Holland, where you meet with doaths 
and druggets of it; but thefe £luffs come dear, and 
be fides do not wear well. The beaver wool very 
.foon leaves it, forming on the furface a fort of nap 
which deftroys all its lu£lre. The ftockings which 
have been made of it in France had the fame de
feB:. 

Thefe, Madam, are all the advantages the bea
vers are capable of affording the commerce of this 
colony: their forefight, their unanimity, and that 
wonderful fubordinatio)1 we fo much admire in them, 
their attention to provide conveniencies, of which 
we could not before imagine brutes capable of per
ceiving the advantages, afford mankind ftill more 
important leffons, than the ant to whom the hely 
fcripture fends the Ouggard. They are at leaft a
rnong£l the quadrupeds, what the bees are amongft 
winged infects. I have not heard perfons well in· 
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formed fay, that they have a king or queen, and it 
is not true, that when they are at work in a body, 
there is a chief or a leader who gives orders and 
punifues the fiothful; but by virtue of that inftinCt: 
which this animal has from him, whofe Providence 
governs, them, everyone knows his own proper 
office, and every thing' is done without confufion, 
and in the moll: admirable order. Perhaps, after 
all, the reafon why we are fo ftruck with it is for 
want of having recotlrfe to that fovereign intelli
gence, who makes ufe of creatures void of rearon, 
the better to dilplay his wifdom and power, and to 
make us fenfible that our reafon irfelf is almoft al
ways, through our prefumption, the caufe of our 
miftakes. 

The firft thing which our ingenious brutes do, 
when they are about to chufe a habitation, is to call 
an afrembly if you pleafe. of the flates of the pro
vince. However this be, there are fometimes three 
or four hundred of them together in one place, 
forming a town which might properly enough be 
calJed a little Venice. Firfl of all they pitch upon 
a fpot where there are plenty of provifions, with 
all the materials neceffary for building. Above all 
things water is abfolutely necefrary, and in cafe they 
can find neither lake nor pool, they fupply that 
defect by ftopping the courfe of fame rivulet, or of 
fome fmall river, by means of a dyke, or to fpeak 
in the language of this country, of a caufeway. 
For this purpofe, they fet about felling of trees, 
but higher than the. place where they have refolved 
to build; three or four beavers place themfdves 
round fome great tree, and find ways and means to 
lay it along the ground with their teeth. This is 
not all; they take their meafures fo well, that it 
always falls towards the water, to the end they may 
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have lefs ,way to drag it, after cutting it into pro~ 
per lengths. They have afterwards only to roU 
thofc pieces fo cuftowards the water, where, after 
they have been launched, they navigate them to~ 
wards the ~Iace where they are to be: employed. 

Thefe pieces are more or lefs thick or long, ac
cording as the nature and fituation of the place re
quire, for thefe architeCl:s forefee every thing. Some
times they make ufe of the trunks of great trees, 
which they place in a fiat direCl:ion; fometimes the 
caufeway confifts of piles nearly as thick as one's 
thigh, fupported by ftrong ftakes, and interwoven 
with fmall branches; and every where the vacant 
fpaces are filled with a fat earth fa well applied, that 
not a drop of water paIres through. The beavers 
prepare this earth with their feet; and their tail not 
only ferves inftead of a trowel for buildil1g; but 
alfo ferves them infiead of a wheelbarrow for tranC
porting this mortar, wlli~h is performed by trailing 
themfelves along on their hinder feet. When they 
have arrived at the water-fide, they take it lip with 
their teeth. and apply it firft with their feet, and then 
plaifi:er it with their tail. The foundations of thefe 
dykes are commonly ten or twelve feet thick, di
minifhing al ways upward, till at 1aft they come to 
two or three; the ftriCl:ell proportion is always ex
actly obferved; the rule and the compafs are in the 
eye of the great mafier of arts and fciences. Laftly, 
it has been obferved, that the fide towards the cur
rent of the water is always made Ooping, and the 
other fide quite upright. In a word, it would be 
difficult for our beft workmen to build any thing 
either more folid or more regular. 

The confiruCl:ion of the cabins is no lefs won
derful. Thefe are generally built on piles in the 
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rniddle of' thore' fmall lakes formed by the dykes! 
fometimes on the bank of a river, or at the extre..; 
mity of forne point advancing into the water. Their 
figure is round or oval, and their roofs are arched 
like the bottom of a bafket. Their partitions are 
two feet ,thick, the materials of them being the 
fal?e, though lefs fllbftantiaJ, than thofe in the caufe
ways; and all is fo well plaiftered with clay in the 
infide, that not the fmalleil: breath of air can enter. 
Two thirds of the edifice ftands above water, and 
in this part each beaver has his place affigned him; 
which he takes care to floor with leaves or fmall 
branches of pine-trees. There is never any ordure 
to be fefn here, and to this end, befides the com
mon gate of the cabin and another iffi.le by which 
thefe animals go out to bathe, there are feveral 
openings by which they difcharge their excrements 
into the water. The common cabins lodge eight 
or ten beavers, and fome have been known to con
tain thirty, but this is rarely feen. All of them 
are near enough to have an eafy communicatioll 
with eacnother. 

The wInter never fhrprizes fhe beavers. All the 
works I have been memioning are finifhed by the 
end of :September, when everyone lays in his win..; 
ter-ftock of provifions. Whilft their bufinefs leads 
them abroad into the country or woods, they live 
UpOl]. the fruit, bark, and leaves of tree~;' they fifh 
alfo fot crawfifh and fome other kinds; every thing 
is then at the beft. But when the buiiriefs is to lay 
in a frore, fufficit'nt to laff: them, whi!ft the earth 
is hid under tbe fnow, they put tip with wood of a 
foft texti.lre, fuch as poplars, afpens, and other fuch 
like trees. Thefe they lay upin piles, and difpofd 
in furh wife, as to be always able to come at the 
pIeces which have been foftened in the water. It has 
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been conftantly remarked, that thefe piles are more 
or lefs large, according as the winter is to be lon
ger or fhorter, which ferves as an Almanack to t-be 
Indians, who are never miftaken with refpect to the 
duration of the cold. The beavers before they eat 
the wood, cut it into fmall Oender pieces, and carry 
it into their apartment; each cabin having anly one 
fiore-room for the whole family. 

When the melting of the fnow is at its greateft 
height as it never fails to occaGon'great inundations, 
the beavers quit their cabins which are no longer 
habitable, everyone fbifting for himfelf as well as 
he can. The females return thither as foon as the 
waters are fallen, and it is then they bring forth 
their young. The males keep abroad till towards 
the month of July, when they re-affemble, in or
der to repair the breaches which the fwelling of the 
waters may have made in their cabbins or dykes. In 
cafe thefe have been deftroyed by the hunters, or pro
vided they are not worth the trouble of ~epairing 
them, they fet about building of others ; but they 
are often obliged to change the place of their abode,. 
and that for many reafons. The moft common is 
for want of provifions; they are aifo driven out by 
the hunters, or by carnivorous animals, againft 
whom they have no other defence than flight alone. 
One might reafonably wonder, that the author. of 
nature fbould have given a lefs fhare of ftrength to 
the moft part of ufeful animals than to fuch as are 
not fa; if this very thing did not make a brighter 
difplay of his power and wifdom, in cauGng the 
former, notwithftanding their weaknefs to multiply.: 
much fafter than the latter. '. 

There are places to which the beavers feem to 
have fa {hong a liking that tl.ey c~n never leave 
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them though they are conftantly difturbed in them. 
On the way from- Montreal to Lake Huron, by 
way of the great river, is conftantly found every 
year a neft which thofe animals build or repair every 
fummer; for the firft thing which thofe travellers, 
who arrive firft do, is to break down the cabin and 
dyke which fupplies it with water. Had not this 
caufeway dammed up the water, there would noc 
have been fufficient to continue their voyage!;, fo 
that of necemty there mllft ha~ !?een a carrying
place; fo that it feems thofe officious beavers poft: 
themfelves there entirely for the conveniencyof 
paffengers. 

The Indians were formerly of opinion, if we 
may believe fome accounts, that the beavers were a 
fpecies of animals endued with reafon, wh:ch had 
a government, laws, and language of their own ~ 
that this amphibiOUS commonwealth chofe chiefs or 
officers, who in the pllblick works affigned to each 
his taO<, placed fentries to give the alarm at the 
approach of an enemy, and who punifhed the lazy 
corporally, or with exile. Thofe pretended exiles 
are fuch as are probably called land beavers, who 
aCtually live feparate from the others, never work, 
and live under-ground, where their fole bufinefs is 
to make themfelves a covered way to the water. 
They are known by the fmall quantity of fur on 
their backs, proceeding, without doubt from their 
rubbing themfelves c.ontinually againft the ground. 
And be fides, they are lean, which is the confequence 
of their lazinefs; they are found in much greater 
plenty in warm than in cold countries. :I. have alL 
ready taken notice that our European beavers are much 
Iiker thefe laft than the others; and Lemery aCtually 
fays, that they retire into holes and caverns on the 
banks of rivers, and efpecially in Poland. There are 
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ailo fome of them in Germany, along the lhores of 
the Ebro in Spain, and on the Rhone,. the Ifer, and 
the Oile in France. What is certain is, that we 
iee not fo much of the marvellous in the European 
heavers, for which thofe of Canada are fo highly 
diftinguilhed. Your ladylhip will certainly agree 
with me, that it is great pity, none of thefe won
derful creatures were ever found either on the Tiber 
or on Parnaffus; how many fine things would they 
have given oecation to the Greek and Homan poets 
to [.lY on that fubjeCl:. 

It appears, that the Indians of Canada did not 
give them much difl:urbance before our arrival in 
the-ir coLintry~ The fkins of the beaver were not 
nfed by thole people by way of garments, and the 
flefh of bears, eiks, and fome other wild beafts, 
{eemed, in all probability, preferable to that of the 
beaver. They were, however, in ufe to hunt them, 
and this hunting had both its feafon and ceremonial 
fixed; but when people hunt only out of necellitr, 
and when this is confined to pure neceffaries, there 
is no great havock made; thus w hen we arrived ill 
Canada we found a prodigious number of thefe 
creatures in it. 

The hunting of the beaver is not difficult; this 
animal fhewing not near 10 much ftrength in defend. 
ing himfelf, or dexterity in fhunning the fnares of 
his enemies, as he diICovers induftry in providing 
himfelf good lodgings, and forefight in getting au 
the necefEuies or life. It is during the winter that 
war is carried on againft him in form; that is to 
fay, from the beginning of November to the month 
of April. At that time, like moll: other animals, 
he has the greateft qu:mtity of fur, and his {kin is 
thinne{\:. This hunting is performed four ways, 
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with nets, by lying upon the watch, by opening 
,the ice, and with gins. The firft and third are ge
nerally joined together; the fecond way is feIdom 
made ufe of; the little eyes of this animal being fa 
1harp, and its hearing fa acute, that it is difficul~ 
to gtt within iliot of it, before it gains the water
fide, from which it never goes far at this time of 
the year, and in which it dives immediately. It 
would even be loft after being wounded, in cafe 
it is able to reach the water, for when mortally 
wounded it never comes up again. The two laft 
manners are therefore mort generally prattiftd. 

Though the beavers. lay up their winter provifion. 
they norwithftanding from time to time make fame 
excurfions into the woods in queft of frefher and 
more tender food, which delicacy of theirs fome
times cafts them their lives. The Indians lay traps 
in their way made nearly in the form of the figure 
4. and for a bait place fmall bits of tender wood 
newly cut. The beaver no fooner touches it, than 
a large log falls upon his body, which breaks his 

. back, when the hunter, coming up, ealily difpatches 
him. The method by opening the ice requires 
more precaution, and is done in this man.ner. When 
the ice is yet but half a foot in thickne[s, an open
ing is made with a hatchet; th.ither the beavers 
come for a fupply of frefh air; the hunters watch 
for them at the hole, and perceive them coming at 
a great diftance, their breath occafioning a confi
qeraHe motion in the water; thus it is eafy for them 
to take their meafiJres for knocking them in the 
head the moment they raife it above water. In or
cler to make fU.re of their game, and to prevent 
their being perceived by the beavers, they cover the 
hole with the leaves of reeds, and of the plant '[1'
,b(1, and after they underftand that the animal' is 
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within reach, they feize him by one of his legs, 
throw him upon the ice, alld difpatch him before 
he recovers from his confternation. 

When their cabin happens to be near fome rivu
let, the hunting of the beaver is ftill more eafy. 
They cut the ice crofs-wife, in order to fpread a 
net under it; t',ey afterwards break down the ca
bin. The beavers that are within it, never fail to 
make towards the rivulet, where they are taken in 
the net. But they mufl not be fuffered to remaiI~ 
in it for any time, as they would very foon extricate 
themfelves, by cutting it with their teeth. Thole 
whofe cabins are in lakes, have, at the diftance of 
'three or lour hcndred paces from the water· fide, a 
kind of country houfe for the benefit of the air; in 
hunting of there the huntfmen divide into two bo
dies, one breaks the houfe in the country, whilft 
the other falls upon that in the lake; the beavers 
which are in this lafl, and they pitch upon the 
time when they are all at home, nm for fanCl:uary 
to the other, where they find themfelves bewildered 
in a cloud of dufl, which has been raifed on pur
pofe, and which blinds them fo, that they are fub
clued with eafe. Laflly, in fome places, they con
tent themfelves with making an opening in their 
caufeways; by this means, the beavers find them
felves foon on dry ground; fo that they remain 
without defence; or elfe they run to put fame re
medy to the diforder, the caufe of which is as yet 
unknown to them; and as the hunters are ready to 
receive them, it is rare that they fail, or at leaft 
that they return empty-handed. 

There are feveral other particularities with refpea 
to the beavers, which I find in foine memoirs, the 
truth of which I will not take upon me to main

tain. 
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tain. It is pretended, that when there animals have 
dilcovered hunter!;, or any of thofe beafts of prey 
which make war on them, they dive to the bottom, 
beating the water with their tails with fo prodigious 
a noife, a~ to be heard at the diftance of half a 
league. This is probably to warn the reft to be 
upon their guard. It is faid alro, that they are of 
fo quick a fcent, that when they are in the water 
they will perceive a canoe at a great diltance. But 
they add, that they fee only fide-ways like the 
hares, which defect often delivers them into the 
hands of the hunters, whom they would endeavour 
to avoid. LaaIy, it is afferted, that when the 
beaver has loft his mate, he never couples with ano
ther, as is related of the turtle. 

The Indians take great care to hinder their .jogs 
from touching the bones of the beaver, they being 
fo very hard as to fpoil their teeth. The fame 
thing is faid of the bones of the porcupine. The 
common run of thefe barbarians give another rea
fon for this precaution, which is, fay they, for fear 
of irritating the fpirits of thofe animals, which 
might render their hunting unprofperous another 
time. But I am inclined to be of opinion, that 
this reafon was found out after the practice was 
eftablilhed; for thus has fuperftition ufurped the 
place of natural caufes to the lhame of human un
derftanding. I moreover wonder, Madam, that 
no attempt has hitherto been made to tranfport to 
France fome of thefe wonderful creatures; we have 
many places where they might find every thing 
proper for building and fubfiltence, and I am of 
opinion they would multiply greatly in a lhort 
time. 
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We have alfo in this country a little animal of 

much the fame nature with the beaver, and which 
on many accounts appears to be a diminutive of it, . 
called the Mujk-rat. This has almoil: all the pro
perties of the beaver; the il:ruCl:ure of the body, 
and efpecially of the head, is fo very like, that we 
fhould be apt to take the mufk-rat for a fmall bea
ver, were his tail only cut off, in which he differs 
little from the common European rat; and were it 
not for his tefiicles, which contain a moil: exquifite 
mufk. This animal, which weighs about four 
pounds, is pretty like that which Ray fpeaks of 
under the name of the Mus A/pinus. He takes 
the field in March, at which time his food confifts 
of bits of wood, which he peels before he eats them, 
After the difTolving of the fnows he lives upon the 
roots of nettles, and afterwards on the fialks and 
leaves of that plant. In fum mer he lives on {haw,:,' 
berries and rafberries, which fucceed the other fruits 
of the Autumn. During all this time you rarely 
fee the male and female afunder. . . 

At the approach of winter they feparate, whell' 
~ach takes up his lodgings apart by himfelf in fame 
hole, or in the hollow of a tree, without any pro
vifion, and the Indians affure 11S, that they eat not 
the leafi morfel of any thing whilft the cold conti
nues. They likewife build cabins nearly in the 
form of thofe of the beavers, hut far from being 
fo well executed. As to their place of abode, it is 
;!lways by the water-fide, fo that they have no need 
~o build caMeways. It is faid, that the fur of the 
~ntuk-rat is ufed in the manufaCture of hats, along 
with tha~ of the beaver, without any difadvantage. 
Jts flefh IS tolerable good eating, except in time of' 
rut, at which feafon it is impoffible to cure it of ~ 
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relith of mulk, which is far from being as agree
able to the tafte, as it is to the fcent. I was very 
much difpofed to giv~ your Grace an account of 
the other kinds of hunting practifed amongft our 
Indians, and of the animals which are peculiar to 
~his country; but I am obliged to refer this part to 
fame other opportunity, as I am this moment tolQ 
~nat my carriage is ready. 

I am, &c. 

LETTER 
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L E T T E R VI. 

royage {rom ~ebec to the Three Rivers. Of 
riding poj/ on the fnow. Of the lordjhips of 
New France. Defcription of Beckancourt. 
1:'raditiolZ with rtjpeC! to the origin 0/ the 
name of the Stinking River. Dejcription 0/ 
the Three Rivers. Sequel of the huntings of 
the Indians. 

Madam, 
Three Rivers, March 6, 172 I. 

I Arrived yeflerday in this town, after a journey 
of two days, and though it is twenty-five leagues 

diftant from ~ebec, I could very eafily have tra
velled the whole of it in twelve hours, as I took 
the way of a Combiature, which the fnow and ice 
render exceeding eafy in this country in the winter 
feafon, and as it is full as cheap as the common 
way of travelling. They make ule of a f;edge for 
this purpofe, or of what the French here call a Ca
rio/e, which glides fa fmoothly, that one horre is 
enough to draw it at full gallop, Which is their or
dinary pace. They frequently change horfes and 
have them very cheap. 1n cafe of neceffity, one 
might travel this way fixty leagues in twenty four 

hours 



( J,7 Z ) 

hours, and much more commodiouOy than In the 
beft poft-ch~ife in the world. 

I lay the firft night at Pointe aux 'Trembles, feven 
leagues from the capital, from whence I fet out at 
eleven at night. This is one of the better fort of 
parilhes in this country. The church is large and 
well-built, and the inhabitants are in very good cir
cumftances. In feveral the ancient planters are 
richer than the lords of the manors, the reafon of 
which is this: Canada was only a vaft forell: when 
the French firll: fetded in it. Thofe to whom lord
fhips were given, were not proper per[ons to culti
vate them themfelves. They were officers, gentle
men, or communities, who had not funds fufficient 
to procure and maintain the neceffary number of 
work-men upon them. It wa,s therefore necdrary to 
fettle and plant them with inhabitants, who, ~fore 
they could raife what was fufficient to maintain them, 
were obliged to labour hard, and even to layout 
all the advances of money. Thus they held of the 
lords at a very Oender quit-rent, fo that with fines of 
alienation, which were here very fmall, and what 
is called the Droit du 1l1oulin & Metairie, a lord
fhip of two leagues in front, and of an unlimited 
depth, yields no great revenue in a country fo thin
ly peopled, and with fo little inland trade. 

This was no doubt one reafon, which induced 
the late King Lewis XIV. to permit all noblemen 
and gentlemen, fettled in Canada, to exercife com
merce as well by fea as land, without quefiion, in
terruption, or derogating from their quality and 
rights. Thefe are the tenus of the arret, pafftd by 
the council on the loth of March, 1685. More
over, there are in this country, no lordlhips, ever} 
~mongft thofe which give titles, who have right of 
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patronage; tor on the pretenfion of fome lordf~ 
founded on their having built the parifh church, 
his majdly in council, pronounced the fame year 
1685, that this right belonged to the bilhop alone, 
as well becaufe he ought to. be better able to judge 
of the capacity of the can~idates, than any other 
perfon, as becaufe the falaries of the curates are 
paid o.ut of the tithes, which belo.ng to the bilho.p. 
The king in the fame arret further declares, that 
the right of patronage is not deemed honorary. 

I fetout from Pointe aUx 'Tremblef on the fourth, 
before day-break, with a horfe blind of an eye, 
which 1 afterwards exchanged for a lame one, and 
this again fo.r one that was broken-winded. With 
thefe three relays, I traveIled feventeen leagues in 
feven or eight hours, and arrived early at the houfe 
of the baron de Beckancourt, grand-mafter, or in
fpecto.r of the highways of Canada, who would no.t 
fuffer me to. go any farther. This gentleman to.o has 
a village of Abenaquife Indians'on his lands, which 
is governed in fpiritual matters by a Jefuit, to whom 
I gladly paid my refpects as I paired. The baron 
lives at the mo.uth of a little river which comes from 
the fouth, and who.fe whole courfe is within his eft ate, 
which is alfo known by his own name. It is not 
however this large tract which has been erected ipto a 
barony, but that on the other fide of the river. 

The life M. de Beckancourt leaos in this defart, 
there being as yet no. inhabitant in it befides the 
lord, recalls naturally enough the way of living of 
the ancient patriarchs to our memory, who were 
not above putting their hands to. work with their 
fervants in country-work, and lived almoft in the 
fame fobriety and temperance with them. The pro
fit to be made by trading with the Indians in his 
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neighbourhood, by buying furs at the firft-hand, is 
well wonh all the quit-rents he could receive from· 
any planters to whom he could have parcelled out 
h~s lands. In time it will be in his own option to 
have vaffals, when he may have much better terms, 
after havinO' firft: cleared all his eftate. The river 
of Beckanc~urt was formerly called the Stinking
River: I acquainted myfelf with the occafion of 
this name, as the water of it appeared to be clear 
and excellent in other refpeB:s, which was alfo con
firmed by others, and that there was no fuch thing 
as a difagreeable fcent in the whole country, I was 
however, told by others, that this name was owing 
to the bad quality of the waters; others again at
tributed it to the great quantity of muCk-rats found 
on it, the fmell of which is intolerable to an Indi
an; a third account, and which is related by fuch 
as have made deeper refearches into the ancient hif
tory of the country, and which is therefore pretend
ed to be the true one, is as follows. 

Some Algonquins, being at war with the On
nontcharonnons, better known by the name of the 
nation of the lroquet, and whofe ancient abode was, 
fay they, in the ifland of Montreal. The name 
they bear proves them to be of the Huron language; 
notwithilanding, it is pretended that the Hurons 
were they who drove them from their ancient rell-· 
dence, and who have even in part deftroyed them. 
Be this as it will, they were, at the time I have been 
mentioning, at war with the Algonquins, who, to 
pllt an end to the war, they began to be weary of, 
at one blow, bethought themfelves of a ftratagem 
which fucceeded according to their willies. They 
took the field, fuy occupying both fides of the little 
river, now called the river of Beckancourt. They 
afterwards detached fome canoes, the crews of which 
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feigned as if they were fifhing in the river. They 
knew their enemies were at no great dil.l:ance, and 
made no doubt they would immediately fall upon· 
the pretended fifhers; in fact~ they foon fell upon, 
them with a large fleet of canoes, when they again 
counterfeiting fear, took to flight and gained the 
banks of the river. They were followed clofe by 
the enemy, who made fure of del.l:roying an hand
fulof men, who to draw them the deeper into the 
fnare, affected an extraordinary panick.. This feint 
fucceeded; the purfuers continued to advance, and 
as the cuftom is of thofe barbarians railing a moll: 
horrible fhouting, they imagined they had now no
thing to do, but to launch forth and feize their 
prey. 

At the fame inftant, a fhower of arrows difcharg
ed from behind the bullies, which lined the river, 
threw them into a confufion, from which they were 
not fuffered to recover. A fecond difcharge, whic4 
followed clofe upon the firft, com pleated the rout. 
They wanted to fly in their turn, but could no lon
ger make ufe of their canoes, which were bored on 
all fides. They plunged into the water, in hopes 
of efcapirtg that way, but belides, that moft of 
them were wounded, they found, on reaching the 
1hore, the fate they fought to lliun, fo that not a 
foul efcaped the Algonquins, who gave no quarter, 
nor made any prifoners. The nation of the Iro
quet have never recovered this check, and though 
fome of thefe Indians have been feen fi'nce the ar
rival of the French in Canada, there is now no doubt 
of their having been entirely defiroyed long tince. 
However, the n}lmber of dead bodies, which re
mained in the water, and on the banks of the river, 
infeCted it to fuch a degree, that it has kept the 
name of the Stinking-River ever fince. 

The 
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The Abenaquife town of Beckancourt is not now 
fo' populous as formerly. They would, certainly, 
for all that, be of great fervice to us in cafe a war 
1hould happen to break out. Thefe Indians are the 
beft partifans in the whole country, and are alway; 
very ready to make inroads into New-England, 
where the name of them has thrown terror even into 
Bofton itfelf. They would be equally ferviceable to 
us againft the Iroquois, to whom they are nothing 
inferior in bravery, and whom they much furpafs in 
point of difcipline. They are all Chriftians, and 
an handfome chapel has been built for them, where 
they praCtife with much edification, all the duties 
of Chrif1:ian devotion. It muft, however, be ac
knowledged, that their fervour is not fo confpicuou!i 
as formerly when they firft fettled among llS. Since 
that time, they have been made acquainted with the 
\lfe of fpirituous liquors, which they have taken a 
tafte to, and of which no Indian ever drinks but 
on purpofe to intoxicate himfelf; notwithftanding'l 
fatal experience has taught llS, that in proportioR 
as men deviate from their duty to God, the lefs re
gard do they entertain for their perfons, and the 
nearer do they draw to the Englilh. It is much to 
be feared the Lord lhould permit them to become 
enemies to us, to punifh us for having contributed 
thereto~ from motives of fordid interefr, and for 
having helped to make them vicious as has already 
happened to fome nations. 

After embracing the miffionary at Beckancourt; 
vifiting his canton, and making with him melancholy 
refleCtions on the inevitable confequences of this 
diforder I have been mentioning, and for which he 
is often under the neceffity of making his moan be .. 
fore the Lord; I craired the river St. Lawrence, in 
order to get to this towp. Nothing, Madam, can 
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poffibly _~xceed the delightfulnefs of its firuat;oT'. 
It is built 011 a fandy decJivity, on which there is 
juft barren ground fufficient to contain the town, if 
ever it come to be a large place; for at prefent it is' 
far from being confiderable. It is, moreover, fur
rounded with every thing that can contribute to 
render a place at once rich and pleafant. The river, 
which is near half a league over, walhes its foundations. 
Beyond this you fee nothing but cultivated lands, 
and thofe extremely fertile, and crowned with the 
ilobleft foreUs in the univerfe. A little below, and 
on the fame fide with the town, the St. Lawrence 
receives a fine river, which juft before it pays the 
tribute of its own waters, receives thofe of two 
others, one on the right, and the other on the left, 
from whence this place has the name of the Three 
Rivers. 

Above, and aimod: at an equai diftance, iake St. 
Peter begins, which is about three leagues broad 
lind feven long. Thus there is nothing to con .. 
fine the profpeCl: 011 that fide, and the fUD feems to 
fet in the water. This Jake, which is no more than 
a widening of the river, receives feverai rivers. It 
is probable enough tbat thefe rivers have, in a courfe 
-of years, worn away the low moving earth on which 
,they flowed; this is very fenfible with rerpeCl: to 
lake St. Francis, in the mouth of which are feveral 

,inands, which might have formerly been joined to 
the Continent. Befides, over all the lake, except 
in the middle of the channel, which is kept at its 
full depth by the force of the current, there is no 
failing except in canoes, and there are even fome 
places, where large canoes, ever fo little loaded, 
cannot eO!fiIy pafs; to. make amends, it is every 
where well ftored with £llh, and that too of the 
moll: excellent forts. 
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They reckon but about feven or eight hundred 
fOLlls on the Three Rivers; but it has in its neigh
bourhood fllfficient wherewithal to enrich a great 
city. There is exceeding plentiful iron mines, which 
may be made to turn to account whenever it is judg
ed proper *. However, notwithll:anding the fmall 
number of inhabitants in this place, its fituation 
renders it of vall: importance, and it is alfo one of the 
moll: ancient eftablilhments in the colony. This 
poft has always, even from the moft early times, 
had a governor. He has a thollfand crowns falary, 
with an Etat lV[(ljor. Here is a convent of Re
collets; a very tine parilh church, where the fame 
fathers officiate, and a noble hofpital adjoining to a 
convent of Urlllline nuns, to the number of forty, 
who ferve the hofpital. This is alfo a foundation 
of M. de St. Vallier. As early as the year 1650. 
the fenefchal or high fteward of New France, whofe 
jurifdiClion was abforbed in that of the fupreme 
council of ~ebec, and of the intendant, had a 
lieutenant at the Three Rivers; at this day this 
city has an ordinary tribunal for criminal matters, 
the chief of which is a lieutenant general. 

This city owes its origin to the great concourfe 
of Indians, of different nations, at this place in the 
beginning of the colony. There reforted to it chiefly 
feveral from the moll: di!1:ant quarters of the north 
by way of the Thrte Rivers, which have given this 
city its name, and which are navigable a great way 
upwards. The fituation of the place joined to the 
great trade carried on at it, induced fome French 
to fettle here, and the nearne[s of the river Sorel. 
then called the Iroquois river, and of which I Ihall 
foon take notice, obliged the governors- general to 

• They are now aCtually working them, and they produce 
ic.:lle of the beft iron in the world. 
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build a Fort here, where they kept a good garrifon, 
and which at firft had a governor of its own. Thus 
this poft was henceforwards looked upon as one of 
the moft imporliant places in New France. After 
fome years the Indians, weary of the continual ra
vages of the Iroquois, and fr~m whom the French 
tbtmfelves had enough to do to defend themfelves, 
and the paires being no longer free in which thofe 
Indians lay in ambufh, and finding themfelves hardly 
fe.cure, even under the cannon of our fort, they 
left off bringing their furs. The jefuits, with all 
the new converts they could gather, retired to a place 
three leagues below, which had been given them by 
tbe Abbe de 1a Madeleine, one of the members of 
the company of the Hundred Airociates, erected by 
cardinal Richelieu, from whence this fpot had the 
name of Cap de Ia Madeleine, which it ftill bears •• 

The mimon tranfported thither did not however 
fubfift: long. This is partly the effect of the levity 
natural to the Indians, bue chiefly to a feries of wars 
lind difeafes, which have almoft wholly deftroyed 
this infant church. You find, however, in the 
neigbbourhood a company of Algonquins, moft 
of whom have been baptifed in their infancy, but 
have no outward exercife of religion. The mem
bers of the Weft-India Company, who have at pre
tent the farm of the beaver-trade, have in vain at
tc-npted to draw them to Checontini, where they 
have already re-afTembled feveral families of the 
fame nation, and of the Montagnez, under the di
aCtion ,of a jefuit miffionary. Some others were 
for uniting them with the Abenaquis .0fSt. Francis. 
All the anfwer they made ,to thefe ~nvitations was., 

• Belides the iron mines-which are 'pretty.rich at Cap de Ie. 
.Madeleine, they have alfo fome .years ftnce diCcovered feveral 
fprings'Of.mincral water, of the fume quality with thofe of Forges. 
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that they could not think of abandoning a place 
where the bones of their forefathers were depofited; 
but fome believe, and not without grounds, that 
this oppofition is lefs owing to them, than to fome 
perfons who reap advantages from their nearnefs to 
them, and who, certainly do not reflect to what a 
contempti-ble confideration they poftpone the [alva
tion of thofe Indians. 

I have been juft told, that fome days hence there 
will be an opportunity of fending this letter to ~e
bec, from whence it may foon reach France by way 
of the Royal Wand. I will fill up the remaining 
fpace with what relates to the huntings of the In
dians; that of the beaver, as I have already reo 
marked, was not confidered as a principal objeCl:, 
till they faw the value we fet upon the fpoils of this 
animal. Before this, the bear held the firfi: rank 
with them, and here too fuperfi:ition had the great
efi: fhare. The following is what is practifed at thi, 
day, among thofe who are not Chrifi:ians, in the 
hunting of this animal. 

It is always fome war-chief who fixes the time of 
it, and who'takes care to invite the hunters. This 
invitation, which is made with great ceremony, is 
followed by a faft of ten days continuance, during 
which it is unlawful to tafi:e fo much as a drop of 
water; and I muft tell your Grace, by the way, 
that what the Indians call fafting, is wholly abfi:ain
ing from every fort of food or drink; nay more, 
in fpite of the extreme weaknefs to which they are 
of necemty reduced by fo fevere a faft, they are 
al ways finging the live long day. The reafon of this 
fafi:, is to induce the fpirits to dilcover the place 
where a great number of bears may be found. Se
veral even go a great way farther to obtain this 
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grace. Some have been feen to cut their Befit in fe
veral parts of the body, in order to render their 
genii propitious. But it is proper to know, that 
they never implore their fuccour to enable them to 
conquer thofe furious animals, but are contented 
with knowing wh~re they lie. Thus Ajax did not 
pray to Jupiter to enable him to overcome his ene
mies, but only day-light enough to compleat the 
victory. 

The Indians addrefs their vows for the fame rea
fan to the manes of the beafts they have killed in 
their former huntings, and as their minds are wholly 
intent on fuch thoughts whilft they are awake, it is 
but natural they fhould often dream of bears in 
their neep, which can never be very found with 
fuch empty ftomachs; but neither is this enough to 
determine them: it is Iikewife nece1Tary, that all, 
or at Ieaft the greaten: part of thofe who are to be 
of the party, fhould alfo fee bears, and in the fame 
canton ; now how is it poffible fa many dreamers 
Ihould agree in this point? However, provided 
fame expert hunter dream twice or thrice an end of 
feeing bears in a certain fixed place, whether it be 
the effect of complaifance, for nothing can be more 
fo than the Indians, or whether it is by 'dint of hear
ipg the affair fpoke ot~ their empty brains at Jaft 
take the impreffion, every one foon falls a dream
ing, or at leaft pretends fa to do, when they de
.termine to fet out for that place. The faft ended, 
and the place of hunting fixed, the chief who is 
appointed to COllduCt it, gives a grand repaft to all 
who are to be of the party', and no one dares pre
£lIme to come to it, till he has firft bathed, 
that is to fay, wafhed himfelf in the river, be the 
'we~ther . ever fa revere, provided it is not frozen. 
This feait. is not like many others, where they are 
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obliged to eat up every thing; though they have 
had a long faft, and perhaps, on this very account, 
they obferve great fobriety in eating. He who does 
the honours, touches nothing, and his whole em· 
ployment, whilfl the reft are at table, is to rehearfe 
his ancient feats of hunting. The feaft concludes 
with new invocations of the fpirits of the departed 
bears. They afterwards fet out on their march be· 
claw bed with black, and equipped as jf for war, 
amidft the acclamaticns of the whole village. Thus 
hunting is no lefs noble amongft thefe nations than 
war; and the alliance of a good hunter is even 
more courted than that of a famous warriour, as 
hunting furnifhes the whole family with food and 
raiment, beyond which ti:e Indians never extend 
their carC'. But no one is deemed a great hunter, 
except he has killed twelve large beafts in one 
day. 

Thefe people have two great advantagl"s over us 
in rerpeet to this exercife; for in the firft place, no
thing flops them, neither thickets, nor ditches, nor 
torrents, nor pools, nor rivers. They go always 
firait forwards in the direetefl: line polIible. In the 
fecond place, there are few or perhaps no animals. 
which they will not overtake by fpeed of foot. 
Some have been feen, fay they, arriving in the viI· 
lage driving a i-,arcel of bears with a (witch, like a 
flock of !htep; and the nimblefl: deer is not more 
fo than they. Bendes the hunter himfelf reaps very 
little benefit by his i"uccefs; he is obliged to make 
large prefents, and even if t;ey prevent him by tak· 
ing it at their own he.rH' from him, he muft fee him
felf robbed without compla:ning, and remain fatif· 
fied with the glory of having laboured for the pub. 
lick. It is, however, allowed him in the ciifl:ribu· 
tion of what he has caught, to begin with his own 
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family. B\:It it muft be acknowledged, that thofe 
with whom we have the mof!: commerce, have al
ready loft fomewhat of this ancient generofity, and 
of this admirable difintereftednefs. Nothing is more 
eontagious than a felfifh and intere1l:ed fpirit, and 
nothing is more capable of corrupting the morals. 

The feafon of hunting the bear is in winter. 
There animals are then concealed in the hollow 
trunks of trees, in which if they happen to fall they 
make themfelves a den with their roots, the entry 
of which they ftop with pine branches, by which 
means they are perfeCtly well fhelrered from all the 
inclemencies of the weather. If all this is ftill in
fufficient, they make a hole in the ground, taking 
great care to ftop the mouth well when once they are 
entered. Some have been feen couched in the bottom 
of their dens, fa as to be hardly perceivable, even 
when examined very nearly. But in whatever man
ner the bear is lodged, he never once quits his a 4 

partments all the winter; this is a circumftance 
paft all manner of doubt. It is no lefs certain, 
that he lays up no manner of provifion, and con
'fequently that he muft of neceffity live all that 
while without tafting food or drink, and that as 
fome have advanced his fole nourifhment is the 
licking his paws; but with refpeCl: to this particu
lar, everyone is at liberty to believe as he pleafes. 
What is certain, is, that fame of them have _been 
kept chained for a whole winter, without having 
the leaft morfel of food, or any drink given them, 
and at the end of fix months, they have been found 
as fat as in the beginning. It i\ no doubt furprif
iog enough, that an animal, provided of fa warm. 
a fur, and which is far from having a delicate ap
pearance, fhould take more precautions againft the 
cold'than any other. This may [erve to convince 
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us, that we ought never to form our judgment 01 
things by appearance, and that everyone js the beft 
judge of his own wants. 

There is therefore but little courfing necefrary to 
catch the bear; the point is only to find his burrow" 
and the places which they haunt. When the huntf
men imacrine they have come near fuch a place, 
they forn~ thel111eIves into a large circle, a quarter 
of a league in circumference, more or lefs, accord. 
ing to the number of fportfmen ; they then move 
pnwards, drawing nearer and nearer, every one 
trying as he advances to difcover the retreat of fome 
bear. By this means, if there are any at all in this 
fpace, they are certain of difcovering them, for our 
Indiam :Ire excellent ferrets. Next day they go to 
work in the Glme manner, and continue fo to do all 
the time the hunting lafh.-

As foon as a bear is kIlled, the huntfman places 
his lighted pipe in his mouth, and blows the beafis 
throat and windpipe full of the fmoke, at the fame 
time conjuring hisjpirit to hold no refentment for 
the infult done his body, and to be propitious to 

him in his future huntings. But as the fpirit makes 
110 anfwer, the huntfmen to know whether his pray
ers have been heard, cuts off the membrane under 
his tongue, which he keeps till his return to the viI· 
lage, when everyone throws his own membranes 
into the fire, after many invocations, and abundance 
of ceremony. If thefe happen to crackle and {lui
vel up, ~nd it can hardly be otherwife, it is looked 
ppon a~ a certain fign, that the manes of the bears 
are appeared; if otherwife, they imagine the de
parted be:lrS are wroth with them, and that next 
year's hunting will be tmprofperous, at leafl:~ill fome 
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Jneans are fOtmd of reconciling them, for they have 
a remedy for every thing. 

The hunters make good cheer whiHl: the hunting 
lans, and, if it is ~ver fo little fuccefsful, bring home 
fufficient to regale their friends., and to maintain 
their families a long time. To fee the reception gi
ven them, the praifes with which they are loaded, 
and their own air of felf-fatisfaCl:ion and applaufe, 
you would imagine them returning from fome im
portant expedition, load en with the fpoils of a con
quered enemy. One muft be a man indeed, fay 
they to them, and they even fpeak fo of themfelves, 
thus to combat and overcome bears. Another par
ticular, which occafions them no lefs eulogiums, 
and which adds equally to their vanity, is the cir
cumft,ance of devouring all, without leaving a mor
fel uneaten, at a grand repaft given them at theif 
return by the perfon who commanded the hunting
party. The firft difh ferved lip is the largeft bear 
that has been killed, and that too whole, and with 
~1I his entrails. He is not even fo much as Bead, 
they being fatisfied with having finged off the hair 
as is done to a hog. This feaft is facred to I know 
not what genius, whofe indignation they apprehend. 
fhould they leave a morfel uneaten. They muft not 
fo much as leave any of the broth in which the 
meat has been boiled, 'which is nothing but a quan
tity of oil, or of liquid fat. Nothing can be more 
execrable food, and there never happens a ftaft of 
this fort, but fome one eats himfelf [0 death, and 
feveral fuffer fevere1y. 

The bear is never dangerous in this country, but 
.whep he is hungry, or after being wounded. They, 
however,ufe abundance of precautions in apprpach~ 
jn~ him! They feldom attack the men, on the 
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contrary, they take to flight at the firft fight of one, 
and a dog will drive them a great way bef9re him; 
if therefore they are every where fuch as they are in 
Canada, one might eafily anfwer the queftion of. 
M. Defpreaux, that the bear dreads the traveller, 
and not the traveller the bear. The bear is in rut 
in the month of July; he then grows fo lean, and 
his Belli of fo fickly and difagreeable a reli1h, that 
even the Indians, who have not the moft delicate fto
machs, and who often eat fuch things as would 
make an European 1hudder, will hardly touch it. 
Who could imagine that an animal of this nature, 
and of fa unlovely an appearance, 1hould grow 
leaner in one month by the belle pajJion, than after 
an abftinence of fix! It is not fo !iJrprifing he 
1hould be at this feafon [0 fierce, and in fo ill an 
humour, that it 1hould be dangerous -to meet him. 
This is the effect of jealoufy. 

This feafon once over, he recovers his former 
embompoint, and to which nothing more contributes, 
than the fruits he finds every where in the woods, 
and of which 4e is extreme greedy. He is parti
cularly fond of grapes, and as all the forefts are full 
of vines which rife to the tops of the higheft trees, 
he makes no difficulty of climbing up in queft of 
them. But 1hould an hunter difcover him, his 
toothfomnefs would coft him dear. After having 
thus fed a good while on fruits, his flelli becomes 
exceedingly delicious, and continlJes fa till the 
{pring. It is, however, conftantly attended with 
one very great fault, that of being too oily, fo thac 
except great moderation is ufed in eating it, it cer
tainly occafions a dyfentery. It is, moreover, very 
nourilhing, and a bear's cub is at leaft nothing in
ferior to Iamb. 
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I forgot to inform your Grace, that the Indians 

alwaY3 carry a great number of dogs with them in 
their huntings; thefe are the only domeftick ani
mals they breed, and that too only for hunting: 
they appear to be all of one fpecies, with upright 
ears, and a long fnout like that of a wolf; they 
are remarkable for their fidelity to their mafters. 
who feed them however but very ill, and never 
make much of them. They are very early bred to 
that kind of hunting for which they are intended, 
and excellent hunters they make. 1 have no more 
time to write you, being this moment called on to 
go on board. 

I am, &c. 

LETTER 
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LETTER VII .. 

DeJcription of the Country and !fIands if Riche~ 
lieu and of St. Francis. Of the Abena
quis village. Of the ancimt {ort of Riche
lieu, and of Juch as were formerly in each 
parijh. Shining aElions if two Canadian 
Ladies. Of the other huntings of the Indians. 

St. Francis, 'March II, 1721= 

Madam, 

I Set out on the 9th from the Three Rivers. I 
did no more than crofsJake St. Peter, inclining 

towards the fouth. I performed this journey in a 
fledge, or as it is called here a carioIe, the ice be
ing frill frrong enough for all forts of carriages, 
and I arrived towards noon at St. Francis. I em
ployed the afternoon, and yefterday the whole day, 
invifiting this canton, and am now going to give 
you an account of what I faw. 

At the extremity of Lake St. Peter is a prodigi
ous number of Wands of all fizes, called les Jjles 
.ae Richelieu, or Richelieu IOands, and turning to
!Wards the left coming from ~ebec, you find fix 
'more, which lie towarqs the {hore of a creek of a 
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tolerable depth, into which a pretty large river dif. 
charges itfelf, which takes its rife in the neighbour
hood of New- York. The inands, river, and whole 
country bear the name of St. Francis. Each of the 
ifiands is above a quarter of a league long; their 
breadth is unequal; moil: of thofe of Richelieu .are 
[maIler. All were formerly full of deer, does, roe
bucks, and elks; game f warmed in a furprifing 
manner, as it is flill far from fcarce; but the large 
beail:s have difappeared. There are alfo caught 
excellent fiJh in the river St. Francis, and at its 
mouth. In winter they make holes in the ice, 
through which they let down nets five or fix fa
thoms long, which are never drawn up empty. 
The filhes moil: commonly taken here are bars, achi
gans, and efpecially mafquinongez, a fort of pikes,' 
which have the head larger than ours, and the mouth 
placed under a fort of crooked fnout, whkh gives 
them a fingular figure. The lands of St. Francis, 
to judge of them by the trees they produce, and 
by the little which has yet been cultivated of them 
are very good. The planters are, however, poor 
enough, and feveral df them would be reduct'd to 
a ftate of indigence, did not the trade they carryon 
with the Indians, their neighbours, help to fuppol't 
them. But may not; this trade, tikewife, be a means 
of hindering them from growing rich, by render
ing them lazy? 

The Indians I am now fpeakingof, are, Abe. 
naquies, amongil: whom are fome Algonq\1ins., So· 
kokies, and Mahingans, better known by the name 
of Wolfs. This nation was formerly fetded on 
the banks of the river Mantat, in New-York, of 
which country they feem to be natives. The Abe .. 
naquies came to St. Francis, from the fouthern 
fuores of New France, in the neighbourhood of 
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New-England. Their fidl: fettlement, ·after leav
ing their own country to live amongft us, was on a 
little river which difcharges itfelf into the St. Law
rence, almoft oppofite to Sillery, that is to fay, 
about a league and a half above ~ebec, on the 
fouth fhore. They fettled here near a fall of water, 
called Ie Sault de la Claudiere, or the faU of the ket
tle. They now live on the banks of the St. Fran
cis, two leagues from its difcharge into lake St. 
Peter. This fpot is very delightful, which is pity, 
thefe people having no relifh for the beauties of a 
fine fituation, and the huts of Indians contributing 
but little to the embellifhment of a pn)fpeCt:. This 
village is extremely populous, all the inhabitants of 
which are Chriftians. The nation is docile, and 
always much attached to the French. But the mif
fionary has the fame inquietudes on their account 
with him at Beckancourt, and for the fame rea
fons. 

I was regaled here with the juice of the maple; 
this is the fearon of its flowing. It is extremely 
delicious, has a moft pleafing coolnefs, and is ex
ceeding wholfome; the manner of extracting it is 
very fimple. Wl;1en the fap begins to afcend, they 
pierce the trunk of the tree, and by means of a bit 
of wood, which is inferred in it, and along which 
it flows, as through a pipe, the liquor is conveyed 
into a vdTel placed under it. In order to produce 
an abundant flow, there muO: be much Inow on 
the ground, with froO:y nights, a ferene Iky, and 
the wind not too cool. Our maples might pollibly 
have the fame virtue, had we as much fnow in 
France as there is in Canada, and were they to laft 
as long. In proportion as the fap thickens the flow 
abates, and in a little time after, wholly ceafes. It 
is eafy to guefs, that after fuch a difcharge of what 
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may be called its blood, the tree fhould be far from 
being bettered: we are told, however, they will 
endure it for feveral years running. They would1 

perhaps, do better to let them reft. for two or three 
years, to give them time to recover their ftrength. 
But at length, after it has been e~tirely drained, it 
is fentenced to be cut _down, and IS ext!emely pro..;,. 
per for many ufes, as well the wood as the roots an~ 
boughs. This tree muft needs be very-common, as 
e-reat numbers of them are burnt. 
o 

The liquor of the maple is tolerably clear, tho' 
fomewhat whitifh. It is exceeding cooling and re
frefhing, and leaves on the palate a certain flavour 
of fugar, which is very agreeable. It is a great 
friend to the breaft, and let the quantity drank be 
ever fa great, or the party ever fo. much heated, it 
is perfectly harmlefs. The rea(on is, that it is en
tirely free from that crudity which occafions pleuri ... 
fies, but has on the contrary a balfamick quality 
which fweetens the blood, and a certain faIt which 
preferves its warmth. They add, that it never 
chryftallizes, but that if it is kept for a certain (pace: 
of time, it becomes an excellent vinegar. I do not 
pretend to vouch this for fact, and I know a travel
ler ought not nightly to adopt every thing that is 
told him. 

It is very probable the Indians, who are perfectly 
well-acquainted with all the virtues of their plants, 
have at all times, as well as at this day, made con
ftant ufe of this liquor. But it is certain, they 
were ignorant of the art of making a fugar from 
it, which we have fince learnt them. They were 
fatisfied with giving it two or three boilings, in or
der to thicken it a little, and to make a kind of 

: fyrup from it, which is pleafant enough. They fur-' 
ther 
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ther method they ufe to make fugar of IS to 1et it 
boil,. tiJI it takes a fufficient confifrence, when it 
purines of its own accord, without the mixture of 
any foreign ingredient. Only they mull: be very 
careful that the fugar be not over-boiled, and to 
ikim it well. The greateft fault in this procefs is 
to let the fyrup harden too much, which renders it 
too fat, fo that it never lofes a relilh of honey, 
which renders it not fo agreeable to the rafre, at 
leaft till fuch time as it is clarified. 

- This fugar when made with care, which it cer
tainly requires, is a natural pectoral, and does not 
burn t1).e ftomach. Befides the manufacturing, it 
is done at a trifling expence. It has been com
monly believed, that it is impoffible to refine it in 
the fame manner With the fugar extracted from 
canes. I own, I fee no rearon to think fo, and it 
is very certain that when it comes out of the hands 
of the Indians, it is purer and much better than 
that of the iOands, which has had no more done 
to it. In fine, I gave fome of it to a refiner of 
'Orleans, who found no other fault to it, than that 
I have mentioned, and who attributed this defect 
Wholly to its not having been left to drip long 
enough. He even judged it of a quality prefer
able to the other fort. and of this it was, he made 
thofe tablets, with which I had the honour t9 pre
fent your Grace, and which you were pleafed to 
efteem fa much. It may be objected, that were 
this of of a good guality, it would have been made 
a branch of trade; but there is not a fufficient quan
tity made for this, and perhaps, they are therefore 
in the wrong: but there are many things be fides 
chis which are neglected in this country. 

VOL. I. N The 



( 194 ) 
The plane-tree, the cherry-free, the afh, and 

walnut-trees of feveral kinds, affo yield a liquor 
from which fugar is made; but there is a lefs quan·, 
tity of it, and the fugar made from it, is not fo 
good. Some, however, prefer that made from the 
afh, but there is very little of it made. Would, 
your Grace have thought that there fhould be found 
in Canada what Virgil mentions, whilft he is pre., 
diCl:ing the golden age, Et dura quercus fudabunt 
roJcida Mella, That honey 1hould diftil from the 
oak? 

This whole country has long been the fcene of 
many a bloody bartle, as, during the war with the 
Iroquois, it was mott expofed to the incurliom of 
thofe barbarians. They ufually came down by way 
of a river, which falls into the St. Lawrence, a lit
tle above lake St. Peter, and on the fame fide with 
St. Francis, and which for this reafon bore their 
name; it has fince gone by the name of la Riviere 
de Sorel. The iflands of Riche1ieu which they firft 
met with, lerved both for a retreat and place of 
ambufh; but after this pafs was fhut up to them' 
by a fort, built at the mouth of the river, they 
came down by land both above and below, and 
efpecially made their inroads on the fide of St. 
Francis, where thev found the lame conveniencies" 
for pillaging. and ~here they committed crudtiet 
horrible [Q relate. ' 

Thence they fpread themfelves over all the colo
ny, fo that in order to defend the inhabitants from 
their fury, there was a neceffity of building in every 
parilh a kind of fort, where the planters and other 
perions might take fanCiuary on the firft alarm. In 
thefe there were two centinels kept night and day, 
and in everyone of them fame field-pieces, or at 
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lean patereroes, as well to keep the enemy at a dif
tance, as to advertife the inhabitants to be on their 
guard, or t(j give the fignal for fuccour. Thefe 
forts were no more than fo many large ertclofures 
fenced with palifadoes with fome redoubts. The 
church and manor houfe of the lord were alfo with
in thefe places, in which there was alfo a fpace for 
women, children, and cattle, in cafe of neceffity. 
Thefe were fufficient to protea: the people from any 
lnfult, none of them having ever, as I know, been 

- taken by the Iroquois. 

They have even fe1dom taken the trouble to 
block them up, and ftill more rarely to attack them 
with open force. The one is too dangerous an 
enterprize for Indians, who have no defenlive arms, 
and who are not fond of victories bought with blood
fued. The other is altogether remote from their 
way of making war. There are, however, two 
attacks of the fort de Vercheres, which ate famous 
in the Canadian annals, and it feems the Iroquois 
fet their hearts here upon reducing them contrary to 

,their cuftom, only to thew the valour and intrepi-
dityof two Amazons. 

IIi 1690" thefe barbarians having learnt that Ma
dam de Vercheres was almoft left alone in the fort, ap
proaChed it without being difcovered, and put them
felves in a pofture for fcaling the palifado. Some 
mufket-fhot which were fired at them very feafon
ably, drove them to a diftance; but they inftantly 
returned: they were again repulfed, and what oc
cafioned their utter aftonifhment, they could only 
difcover a woman, whom they met wherever they 
went. This was Madam de Vercheres, who ap
peared as undifmayed as if fhe had had a numer
ous garrifon. The hopes of the befiegers in the 
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beginning of reducing with eafe a place unprovi~ed 
with men to defend it, made them return fevera] 
times to the charge; but the lady always repulfed 
them. She continued to defend herfelf for two days, 
with a valour and pretence of mind which would 
have done honour to an. old warriour ; and lhe at 
Iaft compelled the enemy to retire, for fear of hav
ing their retreat cut off, full of lhame of having 
been repulJed by a woman. 

Two years afterwards, another party of the fame 
nation, but much more numerous than the firft, ap
peared in fight of the fOft,· w hilft all the inhabitants 
were abroad, and generally at work in the field. 
The Iroquois finding them fcattered in this manner 
and void of all diftrufr, feized them all one after 
another, and then marched towards the fort. The 
daughter of the lord of the land, fourteen years old, 
was at the diftance of two hundred paces from it. 
At the firft cry lhe heard, lhe run to get into it; 
the Indians purfued her, and one of them came up 
with her juft as fhe had her foot upon the threlhold; 
but having laid hold of her by the handkerchief !he 
wore about her neck, fhe loofed it, and !hut the 
gate on he&lf. 

There was not a foul in the fort, befides a youn~ 
foldier and a number of women, who, at the fight 
of their hulbands, who were faft bound, and led 
prifoners. raifed moft lamentable cries; the young 
lady loft neither her courage nor prefence of mind. 
She begun with taking of her head·drefs, bound up 
her hair, put on a hat and coat; locked up all the 
women, whofe groans and weeping could not fail of 
giving new courage to the enemy. Afterwards 1he 
fixed a piece of cannon, and feveral muJket-!hot, 
and 1hewing herfdf with her [oldier, [ometime in 
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one redoubt, fometimes i~ another, 'and changing 
her drefs from time to ~ime, and always firing very 
feafonably, on feeing the Iraquoife approach the 
breaft-work, thefe Indians thought there were many 
men in the garrifon, and when the chevalier de Cri
fafy, informed by the firing of the cannon, appear
ed to filCcollr the place, the men were already de .. 
camped. . 

_Let us now return to our hunting; that of the 
elk would be no lefs advantagious to us at this day 
than that of the beaver, had our predeceffors in the 
colony paid due attention to the profits which might 
have been made by'it, and had they not almoll en
tirely deflroyed the whole [pecies, at leafl in [uch 
places as are within our reach_ 

What they call here the orignal, is the fame 
with the animal. which in Germany, Poland, and 
Ruffia, is called the elk, or the great beall. This 
animal in this country is of the fize of a horfe, or 
mule of the country of Auvergne ; this has a broad 
Crupper, the tail but a finger'S length, the hough 
extremely high, with the feet and legs of a flag; 
the neck, withers, and upper part of the hough 
are covered with long hair; the head is above two 
feet ,long, which he flretches forward, and which 
gives the animal a very aukward appearance; his 
muzzle is thick, and bending on rhe upper-part, 
'like that of a camel; and his no£1:rils are fo wide, 
that one may with eafe thruft half his arm into 
them; lafily, his antlers are full as long as thofe of 
a flag, and are much more fpreading; theyare'branch
ing and flat like thofe ot a doe, and are renewed 
every year; but I do not know whether they re
ceivt: an increafe which denotes the age of the ani
mal. 

It 
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It has been pretended that the orignal, OF elk, 

is fuhjeCl: to the epilepfy, and when he is feized with 
any fit, he cures himfelf by rubbing his ear with 
his left hind foot till the blood comes; a circum
fiance which has made his hoof be taken for a f~ .. 
dfic againft the falling ficknefs. This is appliecl 
over the heart of the patient, which is alfo clone for 
a palpitation of the heart; they place in the left 
hand, and rub the ear with it. But why do not 
they make the blood come as the elk does? This 
horny fubftance is alfo believed to, be good in the 
pleurify, in cholic pains, in fluxes, vertigoes, anct 
purples, when pulveriied and taken in water. I 
have heard fay, that the Algonquins, who formerly 
fed on the flefu of this animal, were very fllbjeCl: tQ 

,the epilepfy, and yet made no ufe of this remedy_ 
They were, perhaps, acquainted with a better. 

The colour of the elk's hair is a mixture of light 
grey, and of a dark red. It grows hollow as the beaft 
grows older, never lies flat, nor quits its elaft~c 
force; thus it is in vain to beat it, it conftantly 
rifes again. They make matraffes and hair bottoms 
of it. I Its flefu is of an agreeable relifh, light and 
not1rifhi~g, and it would be great pity if it gave 
the falhng-ficknefs; but our hunters, who have 
lived on it for feveral winters running, never per
ceived the Ie aft ill qualitity in it. The flin is ftrong, 
foft, and oily, is made into Chamois leather, and 
makes excellent buff-coats, which are alfo very 
light. ' 

The Indians look upon the elk as an animal of 
good omen, and believe that thofe who dream of 
them often, may expect a long life; it is quite the 
~ontrary with the bear, except on the approach of 
the (ea[Qn for Imnting- th()fe cr~atures. There is 

- 1l1fg 
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alfo a very diverting tradition among the Indians 

of a great elk, of fuch a monftrous fize, that the 

refl: are like pifmires in comparifon of him; his 

legs, fay they, are fo long, that eight feet of fnow 

are not the leaft incumbrance to him; his hide is 
proof acrainft all manner of weapons, and he has 

a fort of arm proceeding from his fhoulders, which 

he ufes as we do ours. He is always attended by a 

vaft number of elks which form his court, and 

which render him all the fervices he requires. 

Thus the antients had their Phenix and Pegafus, and 

the Chinefe and Japonefe their Kirim, their Fake, 

their Water-dragon, and their bird of Paradife. 

Cj'utto 'I mondo e Paefe. 

The elk is a lover of cold countries; he feeds on 

grafs in fummer, and in winter gnaw~ the bark of 

trees. When the fnow is very deep, thefe animals 

affemble in fame pine-wood, to fhelter themfelves 

from the feverity of the weather, where they remain 

whilft there is any thing to live upon. This is the 

beft feafon for hunting them, except when the fun 

has ftrength enough to melt the (now. For the 

froft forming a kind of cruft on the furface in the 

niCTht, the elk, who is a heavy animal, breaks it 

w~h his forked hoof, and with great difficulty ex-

. tricates himielf except at this time, and above all, 

when the fnow is not deep, it is very difficult to 

get near him, at ~eaft, .without danger, for when he 

is wounded he IS funous, and WIll retlll'Cl boldly 

on the huntlinan and tread him under his fl:et. The 

way to (bun him tS to thr~w him your coat, o~ which 

he will difcharge all hIS vengeance, whtlft the 

huntfman concealed behind fome tree, is at liberty 

to take proper meafures for difpatching him. The 

elk goes always at a hard trot, but fllC.h as equals 

the iWlfteil: fpeed of the buffalo, and WIll hold out 
N 4- a 
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a great while. But the Indians are frill better COUI' .. 

fers than he. It is affirm_ed that he falls down upon 
his knees to drir)k, eat and fieep, and that he has 
a bone in his heart, which being reduced to pow
der, and taken in broth, facilitates delivery, and 
foftens the pains of child- bearing. 

The moll: northern nations of Canada have a 
way of hunting this animal, very fimple and free 
from danger. The hunters divide into two bands, 
one embarks on board canoes, which canoes keep 
at a rmall diilance from each other, forming a pretty 
large femicircle, the two ends of which reach the 
fhore. The other body, which remains ailiore, 
perform pretty much the fame thing, and at firft 
furround a large track of ground. Then the huntf
men let 100fe their dogs, and raire ,all the elks with
in the bounds of this femicirc1e, and drive them 
into the river or lake, which they no fooner enter 
than thliY are fited upon from all the canoes, and 
not a iliot miffes, fo that rarely anyone efcapes. 

Champlain mentions another way of hunting, 
not only the elk, but alro the deer and caribou, 
which has fame refemblance to this. They fur
round a fpace of ground with poas, interwoven 
with branches at trees, leaving a pretty narrow 
opening, where they place nets made of thongs of 
raw hides. 1 his fpace is of a triangular form, and 
from the angle in which the entry is, they form ano
ther, but much larger triangle. Thus the two en
clofures communicate with each other at the two an
gles. The two fides of the fecond triangle are alfo 
inc10fed with poils, interwoven in the fame man
ner, and the hunters drawn up in one line forlll 
~?e bafi~ of it.. They- then advance, keeping the 
hne f:nnre, falfing prodigiQus cries, and ftrik~ng 
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~ainft fomething which refounds greatly. The 
game thus roufed, and being able to efcape by none 
of the fides, can only fly into the other enclofure, 
where feveral are taken at their fitft entering by the 
neck or h0rns. They make great efforts to difen
tangle themfelves, and fometimes carry away or 
break the thongs. They alfo fometimes ftrangle 
Plemfelves, or at Ie ail: give the huntfmen time to 
difpatch them at leifure. Even thofe that efcape 
are not a whit advanced, but find themfelves en
elofed in a fpace too narrow to be able to fhun the 
arrows which ;lre iliot at them from all 4ands. 

The elk has other enemies beGdes the Indians, 
and who carryon full as cruel a war againft him. 
The moft terrible of all thefe is the Carcajou or 
!fJ.gincajou, a kind of cat, with a tail fo long that 
he twifts it feveral times round his body, and with 
a fkin of a brownifh red. As foon as this hunter 
comes up with the elk, he leaps upon him, and faf
tens upon his neck, about which he twifts his long 
tail, and then cuts his jugular. The elk has no 
means of fhunning this djfafter, but by flying to 
the water the moment he is feized by this danger
ous enemy. The carcajou, who cannot endure the 
water, quits his hold immediately; bur, if the wa
ter happen to be at too great a diftance, he will 
deftroy the elk before he reaches it. This hunter 
too as he does not potrefs the faculty of fmelling 
with the greateft acutenefs, carries three foxes a 
hunting with him, which h~ fends on the difcovery. 
The moment they have got fcent of an elk, two 
of them place themfelves by his fide, and the third 
takes poil: behind him; and all three man3ge mat
ters fo well, by haraffing the prey, that they com
pel him to go to the place where they have left the 
~;»"caiou, with whom ~hey afterwards fettle about 

the 
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the dividing the prey. Another wile of theocarca_ 
jou, in order to feize his prey is to climb upon a 
[ree, where couched along fome projecting branch, 
he waits till an elk paifes, and leaps upon him, the 
moment he fees him within his reach. There are, 
many perfons, Madam, who have taken it into 
their heads to imagine, that the accounts of Canll
da, make the Indians more terrible people than they 
really are. They are, however, men. BUt under 
what climate can we find brute animals, indued 
with fo {hong an inflintt, and fo forcibly inclined 
to.induflry, as the fox, the beaver, and the car
caJou. 

The flag in Canada is abfolutely the fame with 
ours in France, though, perhaps, generally fome
what bigger. It does not appear that the Jndi~ns 
give them much difturbance; at leaft, I do not 
fin~ they make war upon him in form and with 
much preparation. It is quite different with refpeQ 
to the caribou, an animal differing in nothing from 
the raindeer, except in the colour of its hair; 
which is brown a little inclining to red. This crea
ture is not quite fo tall as the elk, and has more 
of the afs or mule in its ihape, and is at leaft 
equal in fpeed with the deer. Some years fince, 
one of them was feen on Cape Diamond, above 
QEebec; he probably was fiying before fome hun
ters, but immediately perceived he was in no place 
of fafety, and made fcarce any more than one leap 
from thence into .the liver. A wild goat on the 
alps could hardly have done more. He afterwards' 
fwam crofs the river with the fame celerity, but 
was very little the better for having fo done. Some 
Canadians who were going out againft an enemy, 
and lay encamped at point Lev~, having perceived 
him, watched his landing, and thot him. The 

tongue 
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tongue of this animal is highly efteemed, and hIs 
true country feems to be near Hudfon's-Bay. The 
Sieur Jeremie, who paffed feveral years in thefe 
northern parts, tells u<" that between Da"ifh river 
and Port Nelfon, prodigious numbers of them were 
to be feen, which being driven by the gnats, and a 
fort of vermine called 'fons, come to cool and re
freth themfe1ves by the fea-thore, and that for the 
fpace of forty or fifty leagues you are continLl.llly 
p1eeting herds of ten thollfand il1 number at the 
leaft. 

It appears that the Caribou has not multiplied 
greatly in the mofl: frequented parts of Canada; 
but the elk was every where found in great num
bers, 011 OLlr firft difcovery of this country.' And 
thefe animals were not only capable of becoming a 
~onfiderable article in commerce, but alfo a great 
conveniency of life, had there been more care taken 
to preferve them. This is what has not been done, 
and whether it j·s that the numbers of them have 
been thinned, and the {pedes in fome 10rt diminith
ed, or that by frighting them, they have grown 

,wilder, and fo have been obliged to retire to other 
parts, nothing can be more rare than to meet with 
any of them at prefent. 

In the fouthern and weftern parts of New France, 
on both fides of the Miffiffippi, the kind of hunt
ing moft in vogue, is, that of the buffalo, which 
is performed in this manner. The huntfmen draw 
\IP in four lines, forming a very large fquare, and 
begin with letting the gra[~ on fire, that being dry 
and very rank at this feafon; they afterwards ad
vance in proportion as the fire get5 ground, .cloling 
their ranks as they go. The buffaloes, whICh are 
~xtrePlely timorous of fire, always fly, till at laft 

. they 
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they find themfelves fo hemmed in, and fo clofe to 
one another, that generally not a fingle beaft efcapes. 
It is affirmed, that no party ever returns from hunt. 
ingwithout having killed fifteen-hundred or two thou. 
fand beafts. But left two different companies. iliould 
hurt one another, they take care before they fet 
out, to fettle the time and place they intend to hunt. 
There are e\'en penalties for fuch as tranfgrefs this' 
regulation. as well as for thofe who quit their pofts, 
and fo give the buffaloes an opportunity of efcap. 
jng. Thefe pains and penalties are, that the perfons 
tranfgreffing may be ftripped by any private perf on 
at will of every thing, and which- is the greateft 
pollible affront to an Indian, their arms no~ except- ' 
ed, they may alfo throw down their cabbins. 1 he 
chief is fubject to this law as well as the reft, and 
anyone who fhould go to rebel againfl it, would 
endanger the kindling a war, which fay they would 
not be fo eafily extingui1hed. 

The buffalo of Canada is larger than ours; his 
horns are 1hort, black, and low,; there is a great 
rough beard under the muzzle, and another tuft on 
the crown of the head, which falling over the eyes, 
give him a hideous afpect. He has on the back, 
a hunch or fwelling, which begins over his haunches, 
encreafing always as it approaches his 1houlders. 
The firft rib forwards is a whole cubit higher than 
thofe towards the back, and is three fingers broad, 
and the whole riling is covered with a long reddifh 
hair. The reft of the body is covered with a black 
wool, in great efteem. It is affirmed, that the 
fleece of a buffalo weighs eight pounds. This ani
mal has a very broad chelt, the crupper pretty thin, 
the tail extremely iliorc, and fcarce any neck at all; 
but the head is larger than that of ours. He cQm-' 
monly flies as foon as he perc~ives anyone, and 

one 
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(jne dog will make a whole herd of them take to 
the gallop. He has a very delicate and quick fcenr, 
and in order to approach him without being per
ceived, near enough to !hoot him, you mull take 
care not to have the wind of him. But when he is 
wounded he grows furious and will turn upon the 
hunters. He is equally dangerous when the cow buf
falo has young newly brought forth. His ftefh is 
good, but that of the female only is eaten, that of 
the male being too hard and tough. As to the 
hide, th~re is none better in the known world; ir 
is eafily dreffed, and though exceeding {hong, be
comes as fupple and foft as the beft fhamois leather. 
The Indians make bucklers of it, which are very 
lighr, and which a mufket-ball will hardly pierce. 

There is another fort of buffalo found in the 
neighbourhood of Hudfon's-Bay, the hide and wool 
of which are equally valuable with thofe of the 
fort now mentioned. The following is what the 
Sieur Jeremie fays of it. "fifteen leagues from 
Danes-River, you find the Sea-wolf-River, there 
being in faa: great numbers of thofe animals in it. 
Between thofe two rivers, are a kind of buffaloes, 
called by us Boeufs muJqllCs, or mufk-buffaloes, from 
their having fo {l:rong a fcent of muik, that, at a 
certain feafon, it is impotlible to eat them. There 
animals have a very fine wool, it is longer than that 
of the Barbary !heep. I had fome of it brought 
over to France in 1708, of which I caured ftock
ings to be made for me, which were finer than filk 
ftockings." Thefe buffJloes, though [malIer than 
ours, ha~e, however, much longer and thicker 
horns; their roots join on the crown of their heads, 
and reach down by their eyes almoft as low as the 
throat; the end afterwards bends upwards, form
ing a fort of crefcent. Some of thefe are fo thick, 

that 
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that i have feen fome; which after being fepa.rafed 
from the f1.~1lJ1 weighed fixty pounds a pair. Their 
legs are very fhort, fo that this wool co~tinual11 
trails along the ground as they walk; whIch ren~ 
ders them 10 deformed, that at a fmall diftance you 
can hardly diftinguifh on which fide the head frands; 
There is no great number of thefe animals, fo that 
had the Indians been fent out to hunt them, the 
fpedes had before now been entirely deftroyed. Add 
to this, that as their legs are very fhort, they are 
killed when the fnow lies deep, with lanoes, and 
are utter ly incapable of efcaping. 

The moil: common animal in Canada at this day 
is the roe-buck, which differs in nothing from 
ours. He is faid to fhed tears when he finds him~ 
felf hard preffed by the huntfmen. When young 
his fkin is ftriped with different colollrs ; afterwards 
this hair falls off, and other hair of the fame colour 
with that of the refl: of thefe animals grows up in 
its ftead. This creature is far from being fierce, 
and is eafily tamed; he appears to be naturally a 
lover of mankind. The tame female retires to the 
woods when fhe is in rut, and after fhe has had the 
male, returns to her mafter's houfe. When -the 
time of bringing forth is come, fhe retires once . 
more tOo! the woods, where fhe remains fame days 
with her young, and after that fhe returns to fhew 
herfelf to her mafter; fhe conftantly vifits her young; 
they follow her when they think it is time, and 
take the fawns, which fhe continues to nouriih in 

. the houfe. It is furprifing enough any of our ha
bitations fuould be without whole herds of them; 
the Indians hunt them only occafionally. 

There are alfo many wolves in Canada, or rather 
a kind of cats, for they have nothing of the wolf 

but 



( 207 ) 
but a kind of howling; in every other circumf1:ante 
they are, fays M. Sarrafin, ex genere felino, of the 
cat kind. Thefe are . natural hunters, living only 
on the anim~ls they catch, and which they purfue 
to the top ot the talkfr trees. Their flefh is white 
and very good eating; their fur and fkin are both well 
known in France; this is one of the fineft furs in 
the whole country, and one of the moft confider. 
able articles in its commerce. That of a certain [pe
des of black faxes, which live in the northern 
mountains, is frill more efteemed. I have, however 
heard, that the black fox of M ufcovy, and of the 
northern parts of Europe is ftill more highly va
lued. They are, moreover, exceeding rare here, 
probabl y on account of the difficulty of catching 
them. 

,There is a more common fort, the hair of which 
is black or grey, mixed with white; others of them 
are quite grey, and others again of a tawny red. 
They are found in the Upper Miffiffippi, of infi
nite beauty, and with a fur of an argentine or fit
ver grey. We find here likewife tygers and wolves 
of a fma1ler fort than ours. The faxes hunt the 
water-fowl after a very ingenious manner: theyad
vance a little into the water, and afterwards retire, 
playina a thoufand antick tricks on the banks. 
The d~cks, buftards, and other fuch birds, tickled 
with the fport, approach the fox; when he fees 
them within reach, he keeps very quiet for a while 
at firft, that he may not frighten them, moving 
only his tail, as if on purpofe to draw them frill 
nearer, and the foolifh creatures are fuch dupes to 
his craftil'lefs, as to come and peck at his tail; 
the fox immediately fprings upon them, and fel
dom miffes his aim. Dogs have been bred to the 

fame 
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fame fport with tolerable fuccers;- and the rattil! 
dog~ carryon a fierce war ag~ina the fuxts. 

There is a kind of polecat, which goes by 
the name of Enfant du Diable, or the Child of fht! 
Devil; or Bete puante; a title derived from his ill 
Rent, becaufe his urine, which he lets go, when he 
finds himfelf pur[ued, infects the air for half a quar .. 
ter of a league rOllnd; this is in other refpects a 
very beautiful creature. He is of the (ize of a fmall 
cat, but thicker, the frio or fur ihining, and of a 
greyifu colour, with white lines, forming a fort of 
avalon the back from the neck quite to the tail. 
This tail is buihy like that of a fox, and turned 
up like a fquirrel. Its fur, like that of the animal 
called Pekan, another fort of wild-cat, much of 
the fame fize with ours, and of the otter, the ordi .. 
nary polecat, the pitois, wood-rat, ermine, and mar
tin, are what is called la menu~ pelleterie, or leffet 
peltry. The ermine is of the fize of our fquir
rel, but not quite fo long; his fur is of a moft 
beautiful white, and his tail is long, and the tip of 
it _ black as jet; ollr martins are not fo red as thOle 
of Franc.f, and have a much finer fur. They com
monly keep in the middle of woods, whence they 
never ftir but once in two or three years, but always 
in large flocks. The Indians have a notion, that 
the year in which they leave the woods, will be 
good for hunting, that is, that there will be a great 
fall of fnow. Martins frins fell actually here at a 
crown a piece, I mean the ordinary fort, for fuch 
as are brown go as. high as four livres and up
wards. 

The pitoi differs from the polecat only in that its 
fur is longer, blacker, and thicker. Thefe two 
animalS make war on the birds, even of the Jargefl: 

. forts, 
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f$rts, and make great ravages among.ft dove-coats 
and henroofts. The wood-rat is twice the fize of 
ours; he has a bulhy tail, and is of a beautiful fil
ver grey: there are even fome entirely of a moft· 
beautiful white; the female has a bao under her , <:> 

bel1y~ which 1he opens and lhuts at pleafure ; in this 
file places/her young when !he is purfued, and fo 
faves them with herfelf from their common enemy. 

With regard to the fquirrel, this animal enjoys a. 
tolerable degree of tranquillity, fo that there are a 
prodigious number of them in this country. They 
are diftinguilhed into three different forts; the red, 

o which are exatlly the fame with ours; thofe called 
'S'WiJJes of a fmaIler fize, and fo called, becaufe they 
have long ftripes of red, white and black, much 
like the liveries of the pope's Swifs guards; and 
the flying fquirrel, of m'uch the fame fize with the 
·Swiifes, and with a dark grey fur; they are called 
flying fquirrels, not that they really can fly, but 
from their leaping from tree to tree, to the diftance 
of forty paces and more. From a higher place, 

,;they will fly or leap double the diftance. What 
gives them this facility of leaping, is two mem
branes, one on each fide, reaching between their 

. fore and hind legs, and which when ftretched are 
two inches broad; they are very thin, and covered 
over with a fort of cats hair or down. This little 
animal is eafily tamed, and is yery lively except 
when aGeep, which is ofcen the cafe, and he puts 
up wherever he can find a place,. in one's Geeve~, 
pockets, and muffs. He firO: 'pItches upon hIS 
mafter, whom he will diftingui!h amongft twenty 
perfons. 

o The Canadian porcupine is of the fize of a middling 
dog, but 1horter and not fo tall; his hair is about 
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four inches long, of the thickne[£ of a [mall fialk 
of corn, is white, hollow, and very {hong, efpe
cially upon the back; thefe are his weapons, offen
five and defenfive. He darts them at once againfi 
any enemy who attempts his life, and if it pierce; 
the fleih ever fo little, it muft be inftantly drawn 
out, otherwife it finks quite into it; for this reafon 
people are very cautious of letting their dogs <:ome 
near him. His Belli is extreme good eating. A 
porcupine roailed is full as good as a fucking pig. 

Hares and rabbits are like thofe of Europe, ex
cept that their hind legs are longer. Their fkins 
are in no great requell:, as the hair is continually 
falling off; it is pity, for their hair is exceeding fine 
and might be u[ed wi.thont detriment in the hat
manufa~ure. They grow grey in winter, and ne
ver ftir from their warrens or holes, where they live 
on. the tenclereft branches of the birch-trees. In 
fum mer they are of a carrotty red; the fox makes 
a continual and a moll: cfuel war upon them fum
mer and winter, and the Indians take them in win
ter on the [now, with gins, when they go out in 
fearch of provifions. 

I ha'Ue the honour to be, &c. 
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LETTE-R VIII. 

Deftriptionif the country between lake St.Pet~r 
and Montreal; in what it difj'err from that 

near <l.!!ebec. Defcription oj the ijland and 

city'!! Montr-eal, and the country adjacent. 

Of the fea .. cow, fea-wolf; porpoiJe, and whale. 
fifhery. 

Madam, 
Montreal, March 20, 172r; 

I Set out 011 the .I 3th from St. Fra. ocis, and next 
day arrived in this city. ]n this patrage, which 

IS about twenty leagues, I had not the fame plea

.fure as fotmerl y of per:forming, the fame journey by 

;water in a canoe, in the fineft weather ,imaginable, 

and in viewing, as I advanced, channels and pieces 

of water without end, formed by a multitude Qr 
.iflands, which Jeemed at a. dHtance part of the Con

,tinent, and to ftop th.e river i-n his courfe, thofe de

,.lightful fcenes which were perpetuaUy"arying like 

the fcenes of a theatre, and which one would think 

had been contrived on purpofe for the plcafure of 

,D:avellers; J had, however, fome -amends made me 

by the fingular fight of ,an Arc;hipelago, become, 

in fome fort, a Continent, ,and by the conveniency 

of ,c;aking the air in my cariQl~, on channels ]yi~ 
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hetween two ifiands, which feemed to have been 
planted by the hand like fo many orangeries. 

With refpeCl: to the profpeCl:, i~ cannot be called 
beautiful at this !eafon. Nothing can be more die. 
mal than that univerfal whitenefs, which takes place 
In the room of that vait variety of colours, the 
Cl'reateil: charm of the country, than the trees which 
prefent nothing to the view, but naked tops, and 
whofe branches are covered with icicles. Further, 
Madam, the lake of St. Francis is in this country, 
what the Loire is in France. Towards ~ebecthe 
lands are good, though generally without any thing 
capable ot affording pleafure to the fight; in other 
refpeCl:s, this climate is very rude; as the further, 
you go down the river, the nearer you approach to' 
the north, and confequently the colder it becomes." 
~lebec lies in 47 deg. 56 min. The Three Rivers 
in 46 deg. and a few minutes; and Montreal be-, 
tween 44 and 45; the river 'above lake St. Peter 
making and winding towards the fouth. One 
would think therefore, after paffing Richelieu ifiands, , 
that one were tranfported into another climate. The 
air becomes fofter and more temperate, the cotiri~ 
try more level, the river more pleafant, and 
the banks infinitely more agreeable and delightful. 
You meet with ifiands from time to time, fome of 
which are inhabited, and others in their natural 
flate, which alford the fight the 6neft landfkips in 
the world; in a word, this is the Touraine and the 
Limagne of Auvergne, compared with the countries 
of Maine and Normandj" 

The illand of Montreal, which is, as it were the 
centre of this fine country, is ten leagues in length 
from eail: to weft, and near four leagues in its great
eft breadth; 'the mountain whence it deriVes-it name, 

and" 



( 21 3 ) 
~nd which has ~wo fummits 'of unequal height, 
IS fituated almoft 10 the middle between its two ex
tremities, and only at the diftance of near half 'I: 
league from the fouth".iliore of it, on which Mont
real is built. This city was firft called /Idle Marie 
by its founders, but this name has never obtained 
the fanCtion of cuftom in converfation, and holds place 
only in the public aCts, and amongft the lords ~ro
prietaries, who are exceeding jealous of it. Thele 
lords, who are not only lords of the city, but aliu 
of the whole ifiand, are the governors of the femi
nary of St. Sulpicius; and as almoft all the lands 
on it ar~ excellent, and well cultivated, and the city 
as populous as ~ebec, we may venture to fay, this 
lordfhip is well worth half a fcore the beft in all 
Canada. This is the fruit of the induftry and wif
dam of the lords proprietors of this illand, and it 
is. certain, that had it been parcelled out amongft 
a fcore of proprietors, it would neither have been 
in the Aouriiliing ftate in which we now fee it, nor 
would the inhabitants have been near fa happy. 

The city of Montreal has a very pleafing afpeCt, 
.and is be fides conveniently fituated, the ftreets well 
laid out, and the houfes well built. The beauty of 
the country round it, and of its profpeCts, infpire 
a certain chearfulnefs ef which every body is per
feCtly feJ1fible. It is not fortified, only a fimple 
palifado with baftions, and in a very indifferent c~n
'clition, with a forry redoubt on a [mall fpot, WhlCh 
ferves as a fort of outwork, and terminates in a 
gentle declivity, at the e~d of which, i~ a fmall fqlJare, 
which is all the defence It has. ThIS IS the place YOIl 

.nril: find on your entering the city on the fide of Que
bec. It is not yet quite forty years fince it was entirely 
without any fortifications, and confequently was 
every day e~pofed to the in~urfiolls of the Epglifh 
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and Indians, who could eaCily have burnt it. The 
Lhevalier de Callieres, brother to him who was ple
nipotentiary at Ryfwick, was ~e who firft inclofed 
it, whilft he was governor of It. There has been 
fome years fince a project for w~lling i~ rou~d *; 
but it will be no cafy matter to brIng the mhablrants 
to contribute to it. They are brave, but far from 
rieh; they have been already found very hard to be 
perfwaded to the neeemty of this expenee, and are 
fully perflladed that their own courage i~ more than 
fufficient to defend their city againft all invaders. 
Our Canadians in general have a good opinion of 
themfelves in this particular, and we muft ackl'low
lege, not without good grounds. But by a natural 
confequence of this felf-fu!fciency it is much eafier 
to furprife than to defeat them. 

Montreal is of a quadrangular form, fituated on 
the bank of the river, which riling gently, divides 
the city lengthwife into the upper and lower towns, 
though you can {"carce perceive the afcent from the 
one to the other; the hofpital, royal magazines, 
and plae~ of arms, are in the lower-town, which is 
alfo the quarter in which the merchants for the moft 
part have their houfes. The feminary and pariih. 
church, the convent of the kecollets, the jefuits, 
the daughters of the congregation, the governor, 
and moft of the officers dwell in the high town. 
Beyond a [mall ftream coming from the north-weft, 
and which terminates the city on this fide you come 
to a few houfes and the hofpital geueral; and turn· 
ing to'.'.ards the right beyond the hecollets, whofe 
convent is at the extremity of the city, on the fame 
fide, there is a kind of fuburb beginnmo to be 
built, which will in time be a very fine qu~rter~ 

.. This project has been finte put in execution. 

The 
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The jefuits have only a [mall houfe here but 

th~ir churc.h, the. roof. of which is jufl: llPO~ the 
pOInt of beIng fimfhed IS large and well built. The 
convent of the RecoUets is more fpacious, and 
their community more numerous. The feminary 
is jn the centre of the town; they feem to have 
thought more of rendering it folid and commodi
ous than magnificent; you may, however, !lill dif
cover it to. be the manor-houte; it communicates 
with the parilh.church, which has much more the 
air of a cathedral than that of ~ebec. Divine 
wodhip is celebrated here with a modeftyand diO'
nity which infpire the [petl:ators with an awful noti~n 
of that God who is worlhipped in it. 

The houfe of ·the daughters of the Congregation, 
though one of the largeIt in the city, is Hill too 
fmall to lodge fo numerous a community. This is 
the head of ·an order and the noviciate of. an infti
tute, which ought to be fo much the dearer to 
New France, and to this city in particular, on ac
count of its taking its rife in it; and as the whol. co
lony. has felt the advantage of fo noble-an endow
ment. The Hotel-Dieu, or Hofpital is ferved by 
thefe nuns, the firIt of whom came from la Fleche 
in AnjoL1. They are poor, which, however, nei
ther appears in their hall, or yards, which are fpaci
ous, well-furnilhed, and extremely well provided 
with beds; nor in their church, which is handfome, 
and exceedina richly ornamented; nor in their houfe, 
which is well built, neat and commodious; but 
they are at the fame time ill-fed, though all of them 
are indefatigable either in the inftrutl:ion of the 
youth or in taking care of the fick. 

The hofpital-aeneral owes its foundation to a pri
vate perron called lharron, who alfociated with fe-
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veral piol1s perfons, not only for this good work, 
but alio to provide fchool-mafters for the country
parilbes, who /bonld perform the fame functions 
with relpect to the boys, which the lifters of the 
concrrecration did with regard to the fair fex; but 
thitfociety foon dilTolved ; fome being called off by 
their private concerns, and others b) their natural 
icon'tancy, fo that the ~,ieurCha\[on was foon left 
alone. He was not however difcouraged, he open
ed his purfe, and found the fecret to caufe feveral 
perfons in power op!':o theirs; he built a houfe, af
{embled mafters and hOlpitallers, and men took a 
plealllre in aiding and impowering one who fpared 
neither his money nor his labour, and whom no 
difficulties were capable of deterring. Laftly, be
fore his death, which happened in the year 17 I 9. 
he had the confolation to fee his project beyond all 
fear of mifcarrying, at leaft with refpect to the 
hofpital-general. The houfe is a fine edifice and 
the church a very handfome one. The fchool
mafters are fEll on no folid foundations in the pa
rilbes, and the prohibition made them by the court 
of wearing an uniform drefs, and of taking fimple 
vows, may pollibly occalion this project to be dif
continued. 

Between the ifland of Montreal and the Conti
nent on the north fide, is another iOand of about 
eight leagues in length, and full two in breadth 
where broadeft. This was at firft called t' Jjle de 
NlolI'li.'{/ji.}, after a governor-general of Canada of 
this name;. it was afterwards granted to the jefuits, 
who gave It the name of I'Jjle ]efus, which it ftill 
retains, though it has palTed from them to the fu
periors of the feminary of ~lebec, who have be-
511n to plant it with inhabitams, and as the foil is 

ex-
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. excellent, there is ground to hope it will very foon 
be cleared. 

The channel which feparates the two iOands, bears 
the name of the river of Meadows, as it runs be
tween very fine ones. Jts courfe is interrupted in 
the middle by a rapid current, called the Fall of the 
Recollet, in memory of a monk of that order 
drowned in it. The religious of the feminary of 
Montreal had, for a great while, an Indian mimon 
in this place, which they have lately tranfported 
fomewhere eIfe. 

The third arm of the river is interfperfed with fo 
prodigious a multitude of Wands, that there is al
moil: as much land as water. This channel bears 
the name of Milles ljles, or tbe 'Ihoufand lj!mrdr, 
or St. John's River. At the extremity of the lJle 
Jefus, is the fmall iOand l' Jjle B zm-/, from the 
name of a Swifs officer, whofe property it was, and 
who died a major of Montreal. A little higher to
wards the fouth, you find the iOand Perrot, thus 
termed from M. Perrot, who was the Brft governor 
of Montreal, and the father of the countefs de la 
RocheAllard, and of thelady of the prefident Lubert. 
This iOand is almoft two leagues every way, and 
the foil is excelle'llt; they are beginning to clear it. 
The Wand Bizard terminates the lake of the two 
mountains, as the iOand Perrot leparates it from that 
of St. Louis. 

The lake of the two mountains is properly the 
opening of the great river, otherwife called fa R~
viere des Outaowilis, into the St. Lawrence. It IS 

two leagues long, and almoft as many broad. That 
of St. Louis is fomething larger, but is only a 
widening of the river St. Laurence. Hitherto the 

French 
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French colony reached no further to the weftward; 
but they begin to make new plantations higher up 
the river, and the foil is every where excellent. 

'Vhat has been the prefervation. or at leaft the 
fafety of Montreal, and all the country round it dur
ing the laft wars, is twO villages of lroqu0is Chrift
ians, and the fort of Chambly. The firll: of thefe 
villaoes is that of Sault St. Lewis, fituated on the 
Conrinent, on the fauth-fide of the river, and three 
leJgues above Montreal. It is very popuious, and 
has ever been looked upon as one (jf our ftrongeft 
barriers againft the idolatrous Irr~r; i': is and the Eng
lilh of New-York. It has all t"U f _iLlngec! its fitua
tivl1 twic" within the fpace of two league~. lts fe
cond fiation, \vhen I faw it in I' O v, was near 
a rapid fiream, called Sault S Lt'-:'iJ, which name 
it ftill retains though at a con :iderable diftance from 
it. It an:,':arso 1 ~ v':! entirely fixed a~ )alt; for 
the chure:l':"'.· d, they are jUll a,0llt to !1.i111, and 
the miilionaries houle .11 e eal,11 in thelf' ,·wn kind 
twO of the find!: edifices I 1 ali Can,;da; U'.e 'llua
tion of them is charming. The, iver which is 
very b~oad in this place i' embelliih:d 'with if-veral 
ifiancis, which Lnf, a very pleafant ~[;.:e':'c. The 
ifiand of Montreal IS 'Nel fiocked Wid ;n,i,tb ra'ltS, 
for:ns the view on one hand, and the fight has no 
bOlmds on the other fide, except lake 0t. Louis, 
which begins a little above this. 

The fecond village bears the name of la Montaigne, 
having been for a long time find'd on the double
headed mountain, which has given its name to the 
iOand, It has finee been tranaated to the fall of the 
Recollet, as 1 have already told YOll; it now fiands 
on the Terra Firma oppofite to the weftern extre
mity of the i(land. The ecclefiafticks of the femi-
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nary of Montreal govern in it. There have many 
brave warriors come from thefe two towns and 
the terror which prevailed here was admirable till 
the avarice of our dealers introduced drunkennefs 
atnongft them, which has made frill greater favao-es 
here than in the millions of St. Francis and Bec:n
kourr. 

The miffionaries have in vairt employed all their 
induftry and vigilance to put a nap to the torrent 
of this diforJer; in vain have they made llfe of the 
aid of the fecular arm, threatned them with the 
wrath of heaven, made ufe or the moft perfuafive 
arguments, all has been to no purpofe, and even 
where it was impollible not to difcover the hand of 
God ftretched out againil: the authors of this evil, 
all have been found infufficient to bring thofe Chrift
ians back to a fenfe of their duty, who had been 
once' blindfolded by the fordid and moil: contempti
ble pallion of lucrer Even in the very il:reets of 
Montreal, are feen the moll ihocking fpectacles, 
the never-failing effects of the drunkennefs of thefe 
barbarians; hufbands, wives, fathers, mothers, 
children, brothers and lifters, feizing one another 
by the throats, rearing of one another by the ears, 
and worrying one another with their teeth like fo 
many irlraged wolves. The air refounded during 
the njght with their cries and howlings much more 
horrible than [hofe with which wild beafrs affright 
the woeds. 

Thofe, who perhaps have greateft reafon to re
proach themfelves with thefe horrors, are the firft 
to aik whether they are Chriftians. One might an
fwer them, yes, they are Chriilians, and New Con
verts who know not what they do; but thofe who 
jn cold blood, and with a perfect knowledge of 

what 
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what they are about, reduce, from fordid motives 
of avarice, thofe limple people to this condition, 
can they be imagfned to have ~ny r~ligi.on at all? 
We certainly know that an IndIan wIll gIVe all he is 
worth for one glafs of brandy, this is ihong temp
tation to our de:llers, againft which, neither the ex
clamations of their paftors, nor the zeal and autho
rity of the magillrate, nor refpect for the Jaws, nor 
the feverity of the divine jullice, nor the dread of 
the judgments of the Almighty, nor the thoughts 
of a Hell hereafter, of which thefe barbarians ex
hibit a very fhiking picture, have been able to avail. 
But it is time to turn away ollr eyes from fo diC
agreeable a fpeculation. 

The chief part of the peltry or fllr-trade, after 
the northern and well:ern nations left off frequent
ing the city of the 'J'hree Rivers, was for fome time 
carried on at Montreal, whither the indians reforted 
at certain feaCons from all parts of Canada. This was 
a kind of fair, which drew great numbers of French 
to this city. The governor-general and intendant 
came hither Iikewile, and made ufe of thofe occa
lions to fettle any differences which might have hap
pened amongll: our allies. - But 1hould your Grace 
happen by chance to light on laHontan's book, where 
he treats of this fair, I muft caution you to be on 
your guard lell: you take every thing he fays of it 
for matter of faCl:. He has even forgot to giv..; it 
fo much as an air of probability. The women of 
Montreal never gave any ground for what this au
thor lays to their charge, and there is no reafon to 
fear for their honour with refpect to the Indians. It 
is without example that any of them have ever ta
ken the Ieaft liberty with any French woman, even 
when they have been their prifoners. They have 
never been fubject to the leaft temptation by them, 
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and it were to be wifhed, that Frenchmen had 
the fame diftafte of the Indian women. La Hon
tan could not be ignorant of what is notorious to 
the whole country; but he had a mind to render 
his account entertaining; on which acCOunt every 
thing true or falfe was the fame to him. One is al
ways fure of pleaGng fome people of a certain caft, 
by obferving no meafure in the liberty one alfumes 
of inventing, calumniating, and in our way of ex
preffing ourfelves on certain topicks. 

There are ftill now and then companies or rather 
flotillas of Indians arriving at Montreal, but no
thing in comparifon of what ufed to refort hither 
in time paft. The war of the Iroquois is what has 
interrupted the great concourfe of Indians in the 
colony. In order to provide againft this evil, ftore
houfes have been erected in the countries of moll: 
Indian nations, together with forts, in which there 
is always a governor and a garrifon, fhong enough 
to fecure the merchandize in them. The Indians 
are above all things deGrous there fhould be a gun
fmith amongfi them, and in feveral there are mif
fionaries, who would generally do more good there, 
were there no other Frenchmen with them befides 
themfelves. It would one would think have been pro
per to have refl:ored things upon the old footing, ef
pecially as there is an univerfal peace and tranquillity 
all over the colony. This would have been a good 
means of reftraining the Couriers de Boi.r, whofe avi
dity, without mentioning all the diforders introduc
ed by libertinifm. which occaGons a thoufand mean
nelfts, which render us contemptible to the barba
rians, has lowered the price of our commodities, an? 
raifed that of their pellry. BeGdes that, the IndI
ans, who are by nature haughty, have grown info-
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lent finee they have feen themfelves courted b~ 
us. 

The fifhery is much more likely and proper to 
enrich Canada than the fur-trade. which is aLfo en
tirely independent of the Indians. There are ~wo 
reaf()ns for applying to this, which, however, have 
not been able to induce our planters to make it the 
principal object of their commerce. I have nothing 
to add, to what I have already had the honour to 
tell you with refpect to the cod-fifhery, which is 
alone worth more than a Peru, had the founders of 
New France t.!ken proper meafures to fecure the 
po1feffion of it to us. I begin with that of the 
fta-wolf, fea·cow, and porpoife, which may be 
c;arried on over all the gulf of St. Lawrence, and 
even a great way up that river. 

The fea·wolf owes its name to its cry, which is 
a fort of howling, for as to its figure it has nothing 
of the wolf, nor of any known land animal. Lef
carbot affim1s, that he has heard fame of them, 
whofe cry refembled that of a fcreech-owl; but this 
mig')t pffibly have been the cry of young ones, 
whofl VQ,ce was not as yet arrived at its full tone. 
Moreover, [\1adam, they never hefitate in this coun
try to place the fea-wo'f in the rank of fillies, tbQ' 
it is far from being dumb, is brought forth on 
iliore, on which it lives at leaH: as much as in the 
water is covered with hair in a word, though 00-

thng is wantillg to it, v.h:c', conftitutes an animal 
truly amphibious. But we art: now ina new world, 
and it muft not be expected we ihould always fpeak 
the language of the old, and as cuftom, the:authority 
of which is never difputed, has put it in polfeffion 
of aU its 0V.n rights. Thus the war which is car
.ried on againft the [ea· wolf, though often on ihore, 

and 



( 223 ) 

and. with mu~ets> is called a filhery; and that 
earned on agamft the beaver, thOLlah in the water 
and with nets, is called hunting. t'> , 

The head of the fea-wolf refembles pretty much 
t~a~ of a d?g; he has four very fhort legs, e[pe
clally the hmd legs; in every other circumftance 
he is entirely a fi~:, he rather crawl's than walks on 
his legs ; thofe before are armed with nails, the 
hind be~ng ihaped like fins; his ikin is hard, and is 
covered. with a fuort hair of various colours. There 
are fome entirely white, as they are all when firlt 
brought forth; fome grow black, and others red, 
as they grow older, and others again of both co
lours together. 

The fifuermen diftinguifu feveral forts of fea
wolves; the largeft weigh two thoufand weigh~ 
and it is pretended have iharper fnouts than the 
reft. There are rome of them which flounce only 
in water; our failors call them braffeurs, as they 
call another fort nau, of which I neither know the 
origin nor meaning. Another fort are called GrofJes 
leus, '.thick-heads. Some of their young are very 
alert, and dextrous in breaking the nets [pread for 
them; thefe are of a greyilh colour, are very game
fome, full of mettle, and as handlOme as an ani
mal of this figure can be; the Indians accuftom 
them to follow them like little dogs, and eat them 

, neverthelefs. 

M. Denis mentions two forts of fea-wolves, which 
he found on the coafts of Acadia; one of them, 
fays he, are fa very large, that their young ones 
are bigger than our largeft hogs. He adds. that a 
little while after they are brought forth, the parents 
lead them to the water, and from Ume to time 
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conduCl: them back on fhore to fuckle them; that 
tbis fifhery is carried on in the month of FebrUlry, 
when the young ones, which they are not deftrous 
of catching, fcarce ever go to the, water; thus on 
the fir{l alarm the old ones take to flight, making 
a prodigious noife to advertife their young, that they 
ouuht to follow. them, which fummons they never 
fail to obey, provided the fifhermen do not qUickly 
ftop them by a knock. on the fnout with a {lick, 
which is fufficient to kill them. The number of 
thefe animals upon that coaft muft needs be pro
digious; if it is true, what the fame author affures 
us, that eight hundred of thefe young ones have 
been taken in one day. 

The fecond fort mentioned- by M. Denys are 
very fmall, one of them yielding only a quantity 
of oil fufficient to fill its own bladder. Thefe laf!: 
never go to any difl:ance from the fea-fhore, and 
have always one of their number upon duty by 
way of fentry. At the firf!: fignal he gives, they 
all plunge into the fea; fome time after they ap
proach the land, and raife themfeIves on their hind 
legs, to fee whether there is_ any danger; but in 
[pite of all their precautions great numbers of them 
are furprized on fhore, it being fcaree poffible to 
catch them any other way. 

It is by all agreed, that the flefh of the fea-wolf 
is good eating, but it turns much better to account 
to make oil of it, which is no very difficult opera
tion. They melt the blubber fat of it over the 
fire which diffolves into an oil. Oftentimes they 
content themfelves with eretting what they call char
niers, a name given to large Iq'Jares of boards or 
plank, on which is fpread the flefh of a number of 
fea-wolves; here it melts of itfelf, and the oil runs 
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t~rough a hoI: contrived for the purpofe. This 
011 when frelb IS good for the ufe of the kitchen, 
but that of the yo~ng ones foon grows rank; and 
that of the others If kept for any c()nl:Jn~:blt' til11'~, 
becomes too dry. In this cafe it is made ufe of to 
burn, or in currying of leather. It keeps long 
clear, has no fmell, fediment, or impurity what
foever at the bottom of the cafk. 

In the infancy of the colony great numbers of 
the hides of fea-wolves were made ufe of for muffs. 
This falbion has long been laid afide, fo that the 
general ufe they are now put to, is the covering of 
trunks and chefts. When tanned, they have almoft 
the fame grain with Morocco leather; they are not 
quite fo fine, but are lefs liable to crack, and keep 
longer quite frelh, and look as if new • Very good 
lboes and boots have been made of them, which 
let in no water. They alfo cover feats with them, 
and the wood wears out before the leather; they 
tan thefe hides here with the bark of the oak, 
and in the dye ftuff with which they ufe black, is 
mixed a powder made from a certain ftone found 
on the banks of rivers. This is called thunder
frone, or marcafite of the mines. 

The fea-wolves couple and bring forth th~ir 
young on rocks, and fometimes on ~he ice; their 
common litter is two, which they often ftlckle in 
the water, but oftener on Ihore; when they woulll 
teach them to fwim they carry them, J:1Y they, on 
their backs, then throw them off in the water, af
terwards taking them up again, and continue this 
fort of inftruGtion till the young ones are able t, ~ 
fwim alone. If this is true, it is an odd fort of 
filb, and which nature feems not to have inftructed 
in what moft fort of land animals do the moment 
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they are brought forth •. The fea-.volf has very 
acute fenfes, which" are his fole means of defen~e.; 
he is, however, often futptized in' fplte of alI. his 
vigilance, as I have already taken notice; but the 
moil: common way of catching them is the fol
lowing. 

It is the cuil:om of this animal to enter the creeks 
with the tide; when the filbermen navefolInd out 
fuch creeks to which great numbers of fea-wolves 
ref orr, they enclofe them with 1'I:akes and nets, leav; 
iog only a fmall opening for the fea-wolves· to en
ter; as foon as it is high-water they !hut tl~is open~ 
ing, fo that when the tide goes out the.filbe~ remain 
a dry, and are eafily difpatched. They aIr? follow 
them in canoes to the plates to which many of 
them refort, aml. fire upon them wheq they raife 
their heads above water to breathe. If they hap. 
pen to be no more than wounded they are eafily ta~ 
ken; but if killed outright, they immediately ~nI~ 
to the bottom, like the beavers; but they. h,p:q 
large dogs bred to this exercife~ which fetch them 
from the bottom in feven or eight. fatho~n wat,er.; 
Laftly, I have been told, that a faiJor having one 
day furprifed a vaft herd of them afhore, dr~~~ 
them before him to his lodgings with a fwitch,' as' 
he would have done a flock of t11Cp. and that he 
with his comrades killed to the number of nine, 
hundred of them. Sit fides pC;ies autorem. 

Our filbermen now take very few fea-cows, 011 
the coafts of the gulf of St. Lawrt'nce; anc~ I d(x 
not certainly know w~lether any of them h:we ever. 
been catched any where eire. The Englifil formerly; 
jet up a filbery of this fort on the ifland de Sabie, 
but without any degree of fuccefs. The figure of. 
this animal is not very different from that of .the 
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-~";;'WoH>but it is jar~er,'L ,What iil' peculiir to'ids 
tWO) teeth of the tnit-kHeE i i'nd lerldth bfa mali's 

. ' b· 

al'rti,b€~d\ng'!olTlewhat upwi:rrds, which one might 
eafily ITllH:ake ft)r: Horns, 'and from which thefe ani
inals :' probably had' the' name of fea-cows. The 
fditor-sl,have a firnpler.'namefbr them,' which is,th'e 
beafr with the great tooth; 'This tootl1"is' a very 
fine ivory, as well as all the refr in the jaws of this 
tifu,. and which are four 'fingers long. 

-')(llTnere are two forts 'of porpoifes in the river St. 
I1Atwr(!O~e; thofefotlooih 'faIt-\\! ater, that'is, from 
aditt-le :below the We of Orleans, are exactly the 
falne with ,thofe foundo Lin the ocean. 'Thofe in 
ftelh water are perFectly white, and of the: fize of a 
'COW~ the firf!: !()ft c()mrrtonly go in herds; I have 
nbt ~ obf~tved this' circLlnilhnce in the other fort, 

,thougHJ!:have; feeh 'many of them playing in the 
pottt of Q~ebee.' , They never ~o higher ·than,this 
city; bdt rhereatemany of, them on thecoafts of 
;Acaciia, as 'well, as' of the firft' fort, fo that the 'dif~ 
ference ,of dolourtanft0t proCeed from' rlk different 
uua4ities of frefhaml fait-water. 

The 'white porpoife yields a ho;sfhead of oil, 
whichis,of much the fame quality with fhat drawn 
fI'OI11I.he.!ea-·wolf. I have never . found-:tny perfon 
that had tafred tbe .flelh' of.' this' ahimal, J:nlt as' for 
tho(ecalkJ dbl'cellCSI, a name given the grey por~ 
poi Ie, their {let11 is {aid to be no bad ~ating; they 
make puddings and fatlfages of thelr guts; the 
plud;. is excellent fricafied, .and .the head pr~ferable 
to that of a /heep, though infenor to a calf s. 

The {kins of: both· are' tanned and drelred like 
Morocco leather ;at 6ril: it is. as tender as lard or 
fat, and is an inch thick; ·they fha.ve it down thin-
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ner for a confiderable while, till it becomes a tranf. 
parent fkin; and let it be mad.e ever ~o thi~, even 
fo as to be fit for making mto walilecoats and 
breeches, it is always exceffive {hong and mufket· 
proof. The~e ~re of them eighteen ~eet lo~g and 
nine broad; It IS affirmed that there IS nothmg ex-

. ceeds it for covering coaches. 

There have been two porpoife fiilieries lately fet 
up below ~ebec, one in the bay of St. Paul, and 
the other [even or eight leagues lower down, oppo
fire to a habitation called Camourafca, from· certain. 
rocks, rifing to a confiderable height above water. 
The expence is no great affair, and the profits would 
be confiderable, were the porpoifes animals haunt
ing particular parts; but whether from inftinCt or 
caprice, they always find means to break all the 
meafures of the £lfhermen, and to take a different. 
rout from that where they are expected. Befides 
thefe fiiheries, which only enrich particular perfons, 
occafion a general outcry among the people,' which. 
is owing to their having caufed a confiderable di
minution in the fiihery for eels, an article of great 
benefit to the poor. For the porpoifes finding them~ 
ictves ,difturbed below ~ebec, have retired eIfe
where, and the eels no longer finding thofe large 
£lilies in their way, fwim down the river without 
any hindrance; from whence it is, that between 
~ebec and the Three Rivers, where prodigious 
quantities of them were caught formerly, there are 
nOw none caught at all. 

. The way of filhing for the porpoife is little dif
ferent from that I la11 mentioned with refpeCl: to the 
lea-wolf: when the tide is out, they plant prettJ 
near each other in the mud or fand ftakes to which 
they tie nets in the form of a pouch die opening 
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of which is tolerably large; but that in fuch m.1n
ner, that when the filh has once pafTed throuah it 
h b , 

e cannot find his way out again; there are green 
branches placed at top of the frakes. vVhen the 
flood comes, thefe filhes which give chace to the 
herrings, which always make towards the !hare, 
and are allured by the verdure which they are ex
tremely tond of, and intanaled in the nets where o , 
they are kept prifoners. In proportion as the tide 
ebbs, you have the pleafme of feeing their confu
lion and fruitlefs ftruggles to efcape. In a word, 
they remain a dry, and fometimes heaped upon one 
another in fuch numbers, that with one lhoke of a 
Hick you imy knock down two or three of them. 
It is affirmed, that amongft the white fort fame 
h,(\'(: been found to weigh three thoufand weight. 

-:'~o body is ignorant of the manner of carrying 
on the whale-I11hery, for which reafon I !hall take 
no ne·tiel' of it; it is here faid, that the Bafques or 
people of Bayonne in Fran, c, have left it over, only 
that they might give themfdves up entirely to the 
fur-trade, which requires neither fa large an ex
pence, nor fo much fatigue, and whereof the pro
fits weit' then more confiderable as well as fooner 
returned. Em they wanted many conveniencies for 
carr','inD" it on, which are to be had now, there be
ing 'fo 1~1any Jcttlements a great way towards the 
gulf. There has fome years Lince been an attempt 
to re-ellabliih it, but without fllccefs; the underta
kers either wanted the necefTary funds for making 
the advances, or eIfe wanted to reimburfe the fums 
they had laid ollt too loon, or wanted conftancy. It 
appears, however, that this commerce mi.ght. be
come hiohly uft:flll to the colony, and that It might 

_ be carried on with much inferior expence and dan
ry"l" than on the coaft of Greenland. 'Vhat !hould 
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hinder it even from b~in;; L:~\J and carried qn from 
!hore, as'M. Denys 'propofed to carryon thr:tod.) 
fithery in .A,c!dia. '1 his is. M,dam, v/lnt I have 
to fay with rc,;.lrd to ti:e fif11Ldes of Cana;~a: I 
""ill inforrb yOil of forne otheis, after I ifd1 have 
taken notice of their manner of It'.ing in this 
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L E T T E R IX. 

OJ fort Chambly,'loith the jijhes, birds, and 
feveral animals Ilceidial" to Canada. Of trees 
common to it with France, and of jitch as are 
peculiar to this country. 

Cbamb(y, April 1 J, 172 r. 

Madam, 

ONE of the principal fecurities and bulwarks 
of Montreal againft the Iroquois and New

York, is the fort of Chambly, from which I now 
have the honour to write you. I came here to pay 
a vifit to the commandant, who is M. de Sabre'/-'ois, 
one of the bell: families of Beauce, and my friend, 
fellow-paifenger, and a good officer. I am going in 
two words to give you the fituation and defcription 
of this important place. 

In the firft years of our [cttEng in this country, 
the Iroquois, that they might make incurfiom even 
as far as the center of our plantations, came down 
a river which empties itfdf into the St. Lawrence, 
a little above St. l;eter, and which had for this rea
fan given it the name of tht River of tEe Fcq'loiJ. 
It has been finee called Richelieu Ri-..;,';, on Jcul1l1t 
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of a fort of this name, that had been built at its 
mouth. This fort having been demolilhed, M. de 
50rel, captain in the regiment of Carigna.n Salieres, 
(aufed build another, to which his name was given; 
this name has been fince extended to the river, 
which ftill retains it, though the fort has long 
ceared to exift. After failing up this river about 
fcventeen leagues, always ftretching towards the 
Ji:)Uth, and a little towards to the fauth-weft, you 
come to a rapide, and oppolite to it, a little lake 
formed by the fame river. On the banks of this 
rapide, and oppolite to the lake, the fort is placed •. 
This was ac firft built of wood by M. de Chambly, 
captain in the above-mentioned regiment, and at the 
time when M. de Sorel built the other. But it 
has Gnce been built of ftone, and flanked with four 
baftions, and has always a ftrong garrifon. The 
lands round it are excellent, they begin to make 
plantations, and many are of opinion that in time 
a city will be built here. 

From Chambly to lake Champlain there are only 
eight leagues; the river Sorel crofIes this lake, and 
there is not perhaps a canton in all New France, 
which it would be more proper to people. The 
climate here is milder than in any part of the co
lony, and the inhabitants will have for neighbours, 
the Iroquois, who are, at bottom, a good fort of 
people enough, who will, probably, never think of 
coming to a rupture with us, after they lhall fee 
us in fuch a condition as not to fear them, and who, 
in my opinion would like llS much better for neigh
bours than the people of New· Y o:-k. There are 
many other reafons to induce us to make this fet· 
tlement; but were I to mention all, I fhould leave 
myfelf nothing to tell you when I have the honour 
to fte YOLI. I am going to make uie of tbe leifLlre 
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I have here to continue my account of Cuch thinO's 
as are peculiar to this country. I left off at the a~
ticle of the benefit which the gulph and river of St. 
Lawrence are cal?<1ble of fllrnithing with refpeCl: to 
the commerce of New France. It remains to treat 
of the refources the inhabitants may find for the 
fupport of life in thefe pares. 

In all parts where the water of the river is faIt, 
that is from cape 'J'ourmente to the gulf, may be 
caught fuch fithes as are found in the ocean; fuch 
as the falmon, tunny, !had- fith, fmelt, fea-eels, 
mackerel, trout, lamprey, fole, herring, anchovy, 
pilchard, turbot, and many others, unknown in 
Europe. They are all caught with nets of different 
forms. In- the gulph are caught thrathers, three 
forts of Ra)'cs; the common, that called Bouclec, 
and which is by fome preferred to ours in France; 
and the fort termed Ie Pofteau, not elleemed; len
cornets, a kind of cuttle-filh ; Gobergues, or Sr. 
Peter-fi!h; plaife, requiems, fea-dogs, another fort 
of requiem not fo mifchievous when alive, and bet
ter beyond compari(on when dead. Oillers are ex
tremely plenty in winter, on all the coalls of Aca
dia, and their way of filhing them is very fingular. 
] hey make a hole in the ice, through which they 
put two poles tied together, (0 as to play like pin
cers, and rarely draw them up without an oiller. 

I faid the lencornet was a find of cuttle-fith, its 
nO'ure is, however, very different from the com
m~n fort of them. 1t is quite round, or rather 
oval; it has above the tail, a fort of border, which 
ferves it inllead of a target, and its head is fur
rounded with prickles half a foot long, which he 
u(es to catch other fithes; there are two (orts of 
them which differ only in fize; fome are as large as 
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a bogfhead, and others but a foot long'; they catch 
only thefe lafr,: and that with a torch ; they; are 
very fond of light;' they hold it out to them from 
the /hore at high-water, and they come to it, and 
fo are left a-ground.' The lencornet roafred, boiled, 
or fricafied, is qcellent eating; but it makes the 
[auce quite black. 

The gobergue refembles a [mall cod. It has the 
fame taae, and is dried like it. It has two black 
fpots on e.ach fide the head, and the railors tell you 
that this is the fi/h in which Sr. Peter found money 
to pay the Roman emperor:s tribute for our Lorcl· 
and himfelf, and that thefe two fpots are the two 
places by which he held it; this is the reafon it has 
got the name of St. Peter's fiili. The fea-plaife 
has firmer Bdh and is of a better reli!h than the' 
frelh water fort; t:,is is taken as well as the lobner 
or "lea-cr;;.b, with long poles armed with a pointed 
iron, ending in a fork or hook which hinders the 
filh from getting 100fe, La fl:l y, in fevenl places, 
efpecially in Acadia, t;IC pools are full of falmon 
HOuts a foot long, aod (,f tmtles CIO foot diameter, 
the Beth of which is excellent, and the !jl'l~cr !hell, 
ftriped with y, hir,~, red, and blue. 

Amongfr the fiChes which !~,ke Champlain, and 
the rivers falling into it, ahou::d, M. Champlain 

-remarks one finguJar enough, called r;baoura[ou; 
probably from the name given it by the Indians. 
l'his is a fpecies of the armed finl, which is found 
in fi:veral other places; this is in figure pretty much 
1ik~a pike} only it is covered with fcales which 
are proof againlt a daggt'r; it~ colour is il filver 
grey, and trom under its throJ:t proceeds a bone 
which is flat, indented. hollow, and pierced or open 
at the end, from which it IS probable the animal 
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breathes through this. The {kin which covers this 
bone is te~er, and its length is in proportion to 
that of the fifh, of which 1t is one third part. Its 
breadth is two fingers in thofe of the fmalleft 
fize. The Indians afTured M, Champlain they 
had found fome of thofe fiilies from eight to ten 
feet broad; but the largeft of thofe he faw were 
not above five, and were as thic:~ as a man's 
thigh. 

\Ye may y:tll imagine this to be a real pir:He 
amongfl the inhabitants of the waters; but no body 
could e\'er d rc m that he is full as dangerous an 
enemy to the <:itiztOS of the air; this is, however, 
one of his tncits, in .,-,'hich he ae,s like an able huntf
man; the \\ay he does it is as follows. He con
~eals himfelf amongft the canes or reeds, in fuch 
manner, that nothing is to be: ken, be fides his 
weapon, which he holds r.Jited perpelldicularly ahove 
the fUI LlCe of the water. T he fowl which come to 
take reit imagining this weapon tl) be only a wither
ed reed, make no /CruPIe of perchill~ upon it. 
They are no fooner alighted than the filh opens his 
throat, and fo fuddenly makes at his prey, th:lt it 
rarely C(Cepe: him. '1 he teeth \\ hich are placed on 
the fide~ of the bone, wbiell hI: llfes fa l!l'.·,teroufly, 
are '.)r<-[[',",' :on" and \cry 1l1arp. The JndiallS pre-

t:> • 1: 
tend the) ::re;l ;()\Cre ibn remedy agall1( the c(;{J,h-
aeh, and th;lt by f'ricking the part molt aJtrcted 
;'vith 011e or" :hL~i.: te..:th the pain vanilhes that in-

There ':e<:'l,k have a w' ':L in(ul ~ddrefs Il1 dart
inn filhes\};I,b' \\3tU, tli"'(lally in rapid currents. 
T~ey alla lj :11 \\ ith the bofol1l net, and prepare' 
t!JemJel yes j, ,r it by a eeremollY fingular enough. 
Eefore they uie t:lis net they marry it to two girls 
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who are vlrgms, and during the marriage-feaft, 
place it tetween the two brides; they afterwards 
exhort it to c.itch plenty of fifh, and believe they 
do a gre2..t deal to obtain this favour, by making 
large prefents to the fham fathers-in-law. 

The fiurgeon of this country is both a frefh and 
faIt-water fifh; for it is caught on the coaits of Ca
nacia, and in the great lakes crofs which the river 
St. Lawrence runs. Many believe this to be the 
true dolphin of the a.ntients; if this is true, it was 
but fit the king of fiilies fhould reign Doth in the 
rivers and ocean. Be this as it will, we fee here 
fturgeons of from eight to ten, and twelve feet long, 
and of a proportionable thicknefs. This animal has 
on its head a fort of crown about an inch high, and 
is covered with fcales half a foot diameter, almo!! 
oval, and with fmall figures 011 them, pretty much 
like the lily in the arms of France. The following 
is the way the Indians fifh for them in the lakes. 
Two men place themfelves in the two extremities 
of a canoe; the next the item fieers, the other 
ftanding up holding a dart to which is tied a long 
cord, the o:her extremity whereof is faitened to 
one of the crofs timbers of the car.oe. The mo
ment he fees the fiurgeon withifl reach of him, he 
lances his dart at him, and endeavours, as much as 
pollible, to hit in the place that is viithout fcales. 
If the fifh happens to be wounded, he flies and 
draws the canoe after him with extreme velocity; 
but after he has [warn the cliitance at an hundred 
and fifty paces or thereabouts, he die:, and then, 
they draw up the line and take .him. There is a 
{mall [art of fiurgeon, the flefh of \\ hich is exceed
ing tender, and prod:gious delicate. 
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The river St. Lawrence breeds feveraI fillies al-. , 

together unknown 10 France. Thofe moft efteem-
ed are the Achigau and the Gilthead. The other 
rivers of Canada, and efpecially thofe of Acadia, 
are equally well provided with this river, perhaps, 
the moft plentifully ftocked with filli in the whole 
world, and in which there is the greateft variety of 
different and thofe the beft forts. 

There are fome feafons in which the fillies in this 
river are alone capable of fuftaining the wl;ole co
lony. But I am utterly at a lofs, what degree of 
credit ought to be given to what I have read in a 
manufcript relation of an ancient miffionary, who 
afferts, his having feen a Homme marill, or mer
maid in the river Sorel, three leagues below Cham
bly; this relation is wrote with abundance ofjudg
roent; but in order to ftate the matter of fact, and 
to prove that he has not been deceived by a falfe 
and hafty appearance, the author ought to have 
added to his account a defcription of this monfl:er. 
People have often at firfl: look apprehended they 
faw the appearance of fomething, which vanifhes 
on the careful fcrutiny of a fage eye. Bdjdes, had 
this filli fo refembling a human creature come from 
the fea, he muft have made a long voy;:ge before 
he got up as high as near Chambly, :':'ld it muft 
have been extr~lOrdinJry enough he was never feen 
till he arrived at this fortreJs. 

The forefts of Canada are far from bc-;:l"; ~.S well 
peopled with birds, a, our l:lkcs and ri~crs -~lre with 
fillies. There are fome, however, which are nct 
without their merit, and which are even pecuiiar to 
the Americans. \Ve find here eagles of tlO

',) forts ; 
the larO"efl: have rh'c: head and neck almoll: quite 
white; ~hey give ch.":'~ to t;~e hares and rabbits, take 
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tbem in their talons,. and carry them to their nefl:s 
and airies. The refl: are entirely grey, and only 
make war on birds. They are all excellent fiiliers. 
The falcon, the gofs-hawk, and taffel, are abfo
lutely the fame.with thole of.Europe; but we have 
here a ftcond fort of them, which live iolely by 
fi!hing. 

Our partridges are of three forts; the grey, red1 

. and black partridge. The Lit are the leaH: eUtem
ed; they favour too mw:h of the grape, juniper, 
and fir· tree. They have the head and eyes·of fa 
pheafant, and their fldh is brown; they have all 
long tails, which they lpread like a f<;.:~, or like the 
tail of a: turkey-cock. Thefe tails are exceeding 
beautiful; fome of them are a mixture of grey, 
red, and brown; others are that of a light and dark 
brown. I faid the black partridge was not efteem
ed; fome there are, however, who prefer them 
even to the red fort; they are all bigger than ours 
in France, but fo ftupidly fooliili as to fuffer them
felves to be iliot, and even to let you come near 
them, almofi: without ftirring. 

Befides fnipes which are excellent in this country, 
and fmall water-game, which is every where in great 
plenty, you meet with fome woodcocks about 
[pring, but thole in no great numbers. In the 
country of the Illinois, and alf over the foothern 
parts of New France, they are more common. M. 
Denys afferts, that the raven of Canada is as good 
eating as a pullet. This may be true on the coafl:s 
of Acadia; but I don't find people of this opinion 
in thefe parts; they are larger than in France, fome
thing blacker, and have a different cry from ours. 
The of pray, on the contrary ,is fmaller, and their 
cry not fo difagreeable. The owl of Canada has no 

cliffe-



(,' 2·39 ) 
ll ift."rer.ce f~om tlilt of France, .bui a fmall ring of 
wtuw nY~IO(j tht;: ne~I:, . and a particular kind of cry~ 
Its Belb IS good eatlng. and many prefer it to that 
ot. a puller, In winter, its provifions are field mice, 
~~e legs .of which he breaks, feeds carefully, and 
t;men~ tIll he wants them., The bat here is larger 
than that of h.l:1C'~. ·1 he blackbird and fwallow 
are i~ this country birds of paffagt>, as in Europe; 
the tOll'l' I Me not a deep black, but inclininO' to 

red. \Ve have, three forts of larks d.e fmalJeft of 
which are liLe fparrows. This LtG: is little different 
from ours; he lias quite the lame .inclinations, but 
his mien if> ve:'y indiftertnt. 

There :;m:: in this country vall: nmltitudes of wild
ducks, of whicll I have heard. reckoned to the 
number of two and twtnty different fpecies. The 
m~rt beauti:ul and the molt delicate eating are thole· 
called Ca Jlar's Br'il{blls, or bough wild ducks, from 
~hcir perching (I,l the boughs of trees. Their plu
mage is extreamly variegated, anJ very brilliant. 
Swans, tc;rkey-cocks, water-bens, cranes, teale, 
getfe.:, buftards, and other large water.fowl, fwarm 
every where, except near our habitations, which
tpey never approach, \Ve have cranes of two co
lums; fQrpe quite white, l!1,J others of a light grey. 
They all make, excellent {oop.Our woodpecker 
f$ an animal of extren1e beauty; there are fome of 
,,11 manner of coloun, 3.11U others quite black, or 
qf ,a dark brown all over the body, except the heJ.d 
and neck, which are <If a beautiful red. 

Th;: thrufh of CanJ.Lia is much the fame with 
that of. France as to Ibape, but has only one half 
hi, LTIufick; the wren has robbed him of the other 
half. The goldfinch has the head IeFs beau~iful thall 
that of France, and its plum~ge IS a mixture of 
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black and yellow. As I have never feen any of 
them in a cage, I can fay nothing of his fong. 
All our woods are full of a bird of the fize of a 
linnet, which is quite yellow, and has a delightful 
pipe; his fong, however, is but ilion, and without 
variety. This has no name to diftinguilh it, but 
that of its colour. A fort of ortolan, the plumage 
of which is of an alb-colour on the back, and white. 
under the belly, and which is called the white-bird, 
is, of all the guefts in our forefts the beft fongft:er. 
This yields not to the nightingale of France, but 
the male only is overheard to fing; the female 
which is of a deeper colour, utters not a fingle 
note even in a cage; this fmall animal is of a very 
beautiful mien, and well deferves the name of orto
lan for its flavour. I know not whither he bends 
his courfe in the winter; but he is always the firft 
to return, and to proclaim the approach of the 
fpring. The [now is fcarce melted in fome parts, 
when they flock thither in great numbers, and then 
you may take as many of them as you pleafe. 

You muft travel a hundred leagues to the fouth; 
ward of this place before you meet with any of the 
birds called cardinals. Th'ere are fome in Paris 
which have been brought thither from LOuifiana, 
and I think they might thrive in France, could 
they breed like the canary bird; the fweetnefs of 
their fong, the brilliancy of their plumage, which 
is of a Ibining fcarlet incarnate; the little tuft on 
their heads, and which is no bad refemblance of 
the crowns the painters give to Indian and Ameri
can kings, feem to promife them the empire of the 
airy tribe; they have, however, a rival in this 
country, who would even have the unanimous voice 
o~ everyone, were his pipe as grateful to the ear as 
hiS outward app<.';nance is to the fight; this is 

what 
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What is called in this country I'Oifeau Moucbe or 
the Fly·bird. ' 

T his name has two derivations; the firll: is that 
of the fmallnefs of the animal; for with all its 
plumage, its volume is no laro-er than that of aJ1 
ordinary May.bug. The fecond is a loud fort of 
humming noife, which he makes with his wino-s, 
an~ which is not unlike that of a large fly; its l~s 
which are about an inch long are like two net dIes ; 
his bill is of the fame thicknefs, and from it he 
fends forth a fmall fting, with which he pierces the 
flowers, in order to extract the fap, which is his 
nourilbment. The female has nothing ll:riking in 
her appearance, is of a tolerable agreeable white 
under the belly, and of a bright grey all over the 
rell: of the body; but the male is a perfect jewel, 
he has on the crown of his head a fmall tuft of the 
moll: beautiful black, the breall: red, the belly white, 
the back, wings, and tail of a green, like that of 
the leaves of the rofe-bulb; [pecks of gold, fCat
tered all over the plumage, add a prodigious utilt 
to it, and an imperceptible down produces on it 
the moil: delightful lbadings that can pofIibly be 
feen. 

Some travellers have confounded this bird with 
the Co/iby; and in faa, this bird feems to be a fpe. 
cies of it. But the coliby of the iflands is fome
thing bie-ger, has not fo much livelinefs of colour 
in his pl~mage, and his bill is a little bent down
wards. I might, however, be mifiaken with re
gard to the brightnefs and lufire of his plumage, as 
I never faw any of them alive: fome affirm he has 
a melodious pipe; if this is true, he has a great 
advantage over the oifeau mou~he, which no one 
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has as yet ever heard to fing; but I myfe1f have 
he::>rd a female one whifl:le notes exceeding !brill and 
dif:.tareeab:e. This bird has an extremely {hong 
anl'an amazingly rapid flight; you behold him on 
rome flower, and in a mome::nt he will dart upwards 
into the air almoft perpendicularly r it is an enemy 
to the raven, and a dangerous one too. I have 
heard a man worthy of cre.'it affirm, that he has 
feen one boldly quit a flower he was fucking, lance 
himfelf upwards into the air lik~ lightning, get un
der the wing of a raven that lay motionlefs on his 
extended wings at a vaft height, pierce it with hiS 

his fting, and make him tumble down dead, either 
of his fall or the wound he h'ld received. 

The oifeau mouche felecrs fuch flowers as are of 
the ftrongeft [cent, and fucks them, always hop
ping about at the fame time; he, however, alights 
now and then to reft himfelf when we have an op
portunity of beholding him at our leifure. Some 
of them have been kept for fome time, by feeding. 
them with fugar-water and flowers; 1 formerly· 
kept one of them for twenty-four hours; he Juffer
ed himlelf to be taken and handled, and counter
feited himfelf dead; the moment I let him go, he 

. flew away, and continued fluttering about my win-
dow. I made a prefent of him to a friend, who 
found him dead the next morning, and that 
very night there was a little frofr. Thus thele di
minutive animals are extremely watchful to prevent 
the firf'r advent of cold weather. 

There is great reafon to think, that they retire· 
to Carolina, wtlere we are aiTured they are never 
[een but in winter; they make their neLls in Cana
da, where they fufpend them on the branch of forne 

7 tree 
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tree, and turn them towards [nch an expofUre, 
that they are !heltered from all the injuries of the 
air and weather. Nothing can be neater than thefe 
nefts. The foundation conGfts of tiny bit~ of wood 
interwoven bafket-wife j and the infide i" lined with 
I don't know what fort of down, which feems to 
be filk; their eggs are of the Gze of a pea, with 
yellow fpots on a black ground. Their r( ll"'1mOI1 

litter is faid to be the~ and fometimes five, 

A mongfl: the reptiles of this country, I knoll' of 
hone as yet but the rattle fnake, that l11lrit'i the 
leaft attention. 'j l,cre are fome of them as thick 
as a man's leg, and fometimcs thicker, and Ion" 11' 

propGrtion; but there' are others, and thofe { L'> 
lieve the greater number, which are neicher lorl~cr 
nor thicker than our largeft Illakes of Fn ,Ct; t!J,~ir 
figure is abundantly odd; on a neck, which is fht 
and very broad, they have but a fmall hesl. Their 
colour is lively without being dazzling, and a pale 
yellow, with very beautiful !hades, is the colour 
which predominates. 

But the mofl: remarkable part of this animal is its 
tail; this is fcaly like a coat of mail, fomewhat 
flattifh, and it grows, fay they, every ;'eJr a row 
of fcales; thus its age may be known by its tail, 
as that of a hode is by his teeth; when he ftirs he 
makes the Ji:une noire with his uil as the grafhopper 
does when he leaps or flies; for YUl'r Grace, no 
doubt knows, that the prc:cllidccl murick of the 
grafhopper is no more than th~ noife ?~. h.ls wings. 
Moreover, the relemblance I Ipeak ot IS 10 p~rfect; 
that I have been deceived with it llJyklf. It is 
from this noife, this fort of ferpent has oboi!vfl 
the name it bears. 
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Its bite is mortal, if the remedy be not applied 
immediately, but Providence has provided againft 
this misfortune. In all places where this dangerous 
reptile is found, there grows an herb, called the 
rattle-fnake plant, Herbe a fer pent a janettes, the 
root of which is a never-failing antidote againft the 
venom of this animal. Y Oll have only to bray or 
chew it, and to apply it in the nature of a plaifter 
upon the wound. This plant is beautiful and eafily 
known. Its ftem is round, and fomewhat thicker 
than a goofe quill, rifes to the height of three or 
four feet, and terminates in a yellow flower of the 
figure and fize of a lingle daify; this flower has a 
very fweet fcent, the leaves of the plant are oval, 
narrow, fufbined, five and five, in form of a turkey 
cock's foot, by a pedicle, or foot-ftalk an inch 
long. 

The rattlefnake rarely attacks any pa/Tenger who 
gives him no provocation. I had one juft at my 
foot, which was certainly more afraid than I was, 
for I did not perceive him till he was flying_ But 
fhoulcl you tread on him you are [ure to be bitten, 
and if you purfue him, if he has ever fo little time 
to recover himfelt~ he fokls himfelf up in a circle 
with his head in the middle, and darts himfelf with 
great force againft his enemy. The Indians, how
ever, give chace to him, and elteem his flelli ex
cellent. 1 have even heard Frenchmen, who had 
eaten of it, fay, that it was no bad eating; but 
they were travellers, a fort of cattle who hold every 
thing excel:ent, being often expofed to be extreme 
hungry. It is, however, for cert.lin, abundantly 
innocent food. 

I don't 
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I don't know, Madam, whither J ouo-ht to en
tertain you with an account of the for~il:s of Ca
nada. We are here furrounded with the va!l:ea 
woods in ~he whole world; in all appearance, they 
are as ancient a, the world itfelf, and were never 
planted by the hand of man. Nothing can pre[ent 
a nobler or more magnificent pro[peCl to the eyes, 
the trees hide their tops in the clouds, and the va
riety of different [pecies of them is fo prodigious, 
that even amongil: all thofe who have moil: applied 
themfelves to the knowledge of them, there is not 
perhaps one who is not ignorant of at leaa one 
half of them. As to their quality, and the u[es 
to which they may be applied, their fentiments are 
fo different, both in the country in which we now 
are, as well as in that where your grace is, that I 
defpair of being ever able to give you the infor
mation I could defire on this head, At pre[ent, at 
leaft I ought to confine myfeJf to fome oblervations 
on what I have myfelf feen, and on what I have 
heard people who have more experience fay, and 
who are greater adepts in this fcience. 

What moft {huck my eyes on my fira arrival 
in this country, was, the pines, fir-trees, and cedars, 
which are of a hiight and thicknefs perfeCtly a!l:onilh
ing. There are two forts of pines in this country, ~ll 
of them yielding a refilJous fubfl,ance, very fit tor 
makino- pitch and tar. The white ptnes, at Jeaft 
fome ::f them, fhoot out at the upper extremity a 
kind of mulhroom, which the inhabitants call 
Guarigue, and which the Indians ufe wit,h fuc
cefs againft diforders in the breaa and 10 the 
dyfentery. The red pines are more ,gummy and 
heavier, but do not grow to fuch a thlcknefs. The 
lands which produce both are not the molt proper 
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for bearing of corn; they are generally a mixture 
of gravel, [and, and claY' 

There are four forts of fir-trees in Canada; the 
firil: refembles ours; the three others are the Epinette 
Blanche, and Epinette Rouge, or the White and Red 
Prickly firs, and that called fa PrruJfe. The fe
cond and fourth iorts rife to a vail: height, and are 
excellent for mans, efpecially the white priddy fort, 
which are aLa extremely fit for carpenter's work. 
This grows generally in moil1, and black lands, but 
whid1 after being drained, are fit for bearin'p- all 
forts of grain. Its bark is [mooth and fhinin~,' 
and there grows on it a kind of [mall blifiers of 
the fize pf kidney-beans, which contain a kind of 
turpentine, \'.hich is fovereign in wounds, which 
~t cures lpeedily, and even in fraCtures. ''Ie are 
alTurtcl that it Clr~3 fevers, and pains in the breafi: 
and f\:omach; the way to ufe it is to put two dropll 
of it in fome broth. This is what is called in Paris 
TF!.it,,: B,~Ja::J. ' 

The epinette rouge has fcarce any refemblance 
to the epinette blanche. Its wood is heavy, anq 
may be of good ufe in fhip- building, and in car
penter's work. The lands where it grows are 11 
mixture of gravel and clay. The perufTe is gummy, 
but yields not a quantity fufficient to be made ufe 
of; its wood remains krJg i:1 the ground without 
rotting, which renders it~;· tremely fit for paling or 
inclofures. The bark is excellent for tanners, and 
the Indians make a dye of it, refembling that o~ a 
~urky-bILlc. Moil: of the lands where this tree 
~r()\',~ are clayey; '1 have, however, feen fome very 
chic!: ones in fandy. grounds, thouCYh perhaps there 
\V lS clay under thl: f:md. D.. 

The 
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The cedar is of two forts, the white and the red; 

the former arc the thickefl: of the two; of thefe are 
madepaling~, and tl:lis too is the wood moft:commonly 
made ufe or for fhmgles, on account of its lierht
nefs. There dift:ills a fort of incenfe from it,Obut 
it is without any fruit like thofe of Mount Liba
nus. The red cedar is fhorter and thinner in pro
portion. The moil: fenfible difrerence between 
them, is, that all the odour of the former is in the 
leaves, and that of the [econd in its wood; but 
the latter is the more agreeable flavour. The 
cedar, :1t lealt lh:~ white Jort grows only in good 
grouml. 

There are :111 over Canada two (;;rts of oaks, 
diftinguifhed by the names of the white and red 
oaks. The firft are oftcn found in LlI1 : s which are 
low, [wal11py, fertile, and proper for prOdllCi!)~~ 
corn and Ie{:,umes. The red, the \\(ori of 1'.'11:,.11 
is the leaft eft:eemed, grow in dry [andy lands, both 
of them bear acorns. The maple is likewife very 
common in Canada, is very large and is made into 
good furniture; this grows on high grounds, and 
fuch :1S are fit tor bearing fruit-trees, which th(, 
call Rlmlf. Here is the female maple, the VlC I 
of which is i1:n::,hd and clouded very much, but is 
paler than the male; befid~s it has all its qu~lit:r:s 
25 \'.'\~ll as its colour; but It muil: have a moIit and 
rich fo:1. 

The cherry-tree, which is found promifcllOui1y 
amoncr[l: the maple and white wood -trees, is very 
fit foromakin cr turniture; it yields a much grtM:r 
qU~\I1tity of j~ice than t.h~ m.l;;k, but this is l>ic,C<' 
JnJ the fugar made of It nev:~r lofes this qu.tlJty. 
The Indians 1I[(; irs blrk agill.lfl: certain dijt.lr:~, 
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which are incident to women. There are in Cana
da, three forts of alb-trees; the free, the mongrel, 
and the baftard. The firft grows among maples is 
fit for carpenter's work, and for ftaves for dry 
ware caiks. 1 he fecond has the fame qualities, 
and like the baftard, will grow only in low and 
good lands. 

They reckon alfo in this country three forts of 
W:1bLlt· trees, the hard, the foft, arid a third fort 
which h:1s a very thin bark. The hard fort bears 
a very fmall walnut, good to eat, but very coftive. 
The wood is only fit tor fire- wood. The tender, 
bears a IOI1~ fruit, as I.lrge as thofe in France, but 
the !hell is very hard The kernels of them are 
excellent. The wood :s n('( fa pretty'as ours; but 
to make amends it is almoft incorruptible in water, 
or in the ground, and is difficult to confume in the 
fire. lile third produces a nut of the fame fize 
with the firft, but in greater quantity, and which is 
bitter, and inclofed in a very tender hulk; they make 
excellent oil of it. This tree yields a fweeter fap 
than that of the maple, but in a fmall quantity. 
This grows only, as doth the foft walnut tree, in 
the bell lands. 

The beech is here fa plentiful, that whole traCts 
are covered with them; I have feen them growing 
on fandy hills, and in exceeding fertile low lands. 
They bear great quantities of nuts, from which it 
would be an eary matter to extraCt an oil. The 
bears make this thc:ir principal nourilbment, as dQ 
allo the partridges. The wood of it is exceeding 
tender, and very fit for oars and for !haIlops. But 
thofe of canoes are made of maple. The tree cal
led white-wood, which grows amongft maples, and 

the 
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the cherry. tree is exceeding plentiful. Thefe trees 
grow to a great thicknefs and very fhait ; very good 
planks and boards may be made of them, and 
even ftaves for d~y ware cafks. I t is foft and eafily 
worked; the Indians ped off the bark of this tree 
to cover their cabins. 

Elms are ,,:,ery plenty all over this country. 
There are white and red elms; the wood of this 
tree is difficult to work but lafts lowreil:. The bark 
of the red elm is that of which the °lroquois make 
their canoes. Some of them which are made of 
one lingle piece, will contain twenty perfons; fome 
of them are likewife hollow, and to thefe the bears 
and wild cats retire in the month of November, 
and remain till April. The poplar grows com
monly on the banks of rivers and on the fea
fhore. 

In the thickeft woods are fcund great numbers of 
prune or plumb-trees, loaden with a very four fruit. 
The vinage tree is a very pithy fhrub, which pro
duces a four cluftering fruie, of the colour of bul
lock's blood; they caufe infufe it in water, and 
make a fort of vinegar of it. The Pemime, is an
other fhrub growing along rivulets, and in mea
dows; it bears alfo a cluil:ering fruit yielding a red 
and very aftringent liquor. There are three forts 
of O"oofeberry trees in this countrv; thefe are the 

o -
fame with thofe of France. The Bluet grows here 
as in Europe in woods. This fruit is a fovereign 
and [peedy cure for the dyfentery. The Indians 
dry them as we do cherries in France. 

The ~1toca is a fione-fruit of the fize of a cherry. 
This plant which creeps along the ground in [wamps, 

pro-
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produces its fru:t ill water; this fruit is tharp, a~d 
is made into a confection. The white· thorn is 
found along rivulets, and produces a quantity of 
fruit with a treble kernel; this is the food of feve
raj wild beafl:s. What they call here the cotton
tree, is a plaflt which fproms like afj);uaglls, to the 
heightl'i of about three feet, and at the end grow 
feveral tufts of flowers. In the morning before the 
dew Ins fallen oft~ the']' lhake the flowers, and there 
falls from it, \\ ith the hllmicli~y, a kind of honey, 
which by boiling is reduced to a kind of fugar. 
The feed is formed in a fort of pod, which contains 
a kind of very fine cotton. 

The fold is another very common plant in the 
fields of the Indians, and wllich rifes to the height 
of feven or eight feet. Its flower, which is vtry 
thick has much the fame figure with that of the 
marigold, and the feed is difpoled in the fame man
ner; the Indians extraet an oil from it by boiling, 
with which they 3noint their hair. The legumes 
they cultivate moil:, are, Maize, or Turkey-corn, 
J f, nch-beans, t~()Urd3, and melons. They h3ve a 
fort of gourds iill.llkr than ours, and which taae 
much of fugar; they boil them whole in wJ.ter, or 
roafl: them under the aJ11es, and fo eat them with
out any other preparation. 

The IndiJns were acquainted before our arrival 
in their country with the common and water me
lon. The former are as good as thofe in France, 
efpecially in this ifland, where they are in great 
plenty. 1h~' hop· plant and capilaire are likewife 
the natural produce of Cana:la; but the latter 
grows to a much greater height, and is infinitely. 
better than in France. I now finifh a letter, by 

which 
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which you may eaCily difcover a traveller, rambling 
over the forell.s and plains of Canada, and who i!) 
diverted with every thing which prefents itfelf to 
his view. But what could you expeEt from one 
who travels through fuch a country as this is. 

1 am, &c. 

LETTER 
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LET T E R X. 

Of the caufes of the excdJive cold in Canada. Of 
the refources it affords for the fopport of life. 
The charaCler of the French Canadians. ' 

Monm:a/, April 22d, 1721 ; 

Madam, 

I T is furprifing, that in France, where they fo 
often meet with perfons who have fpent great 

part of their lives in Canada, they fhould have fo 
imperfeCt a notion of the country. This undoubt
edly proceeds from this, that the greateft number of 
thofe, to whom they apply for information, are ac
quainted only with its bad fide. The winter com
monly begins before (he veffels fet fail in order to 
return to France, and always in fuch a manner as to 
aftonifh everyone except the natives of the place. 
The firft froits in a few days fill the rivers with ice, 
and the earth is foon covered with fnow, which con
tinues for fix months, and is always fix feet deep in 
places not expofed to the wind. 

It is true there is no want of wood to guard a
gainft the cold, which very foon becomes extreme, 
and encroaches greatly on the fpring : but it is, how
ever, fomething extremely fhocking, not to be able 

to 
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to fiir out of door~ without being fi'ozen, at lea(h 
without being wrapt up in furs like a bear. More
Over, what a fpectacle is it to behold one continued 
tract of fnow, which pains the fight, and hides from 
your view all the beauties of nature? No more dif
ference between the rivers and fields, no more 
variety, even the trees are covered with fnow
froft, with large icicles depending from all their 
branches, under which you cannot pafs with fafety. 
What can a man think who fees the horfes with 
beards of ice more than a foot long, and who cali 
travel in a country, where, for the [pace of fix 
months, the bears themfelves dare not fbew their 
faces to the weather? Thus I have never pafTed a 
winter in thiS country without feeing fame one or 
other carried to the hofpital, and who was obliged 
to have his legs or arms cut off on account of their 
being benumbed and frozen. In a word, if the fky 
'is cItar, the wind which blows from the wen is in
tolerably piercing. If it turns to the touth or eail:, 
the weather becomes a little more moderate, but fo 
thick a fnow falls, that there is no feeing ten paces 
before you, even at noon·day. Un the other hand, 
if a compleat thaw comes on, farewel to the yearly 
flock of capons, quarters of beef and mutton, poul
try and fifh, which they had laid up in granaries; 
depending on the continuance of the frofl: ; fo thac 
in [pite of the exeeffive feverity of the cold, people 
are reduced to the neceffity of wifhing for irs conti
nuance. 

It is in vain to fay that the winters are not now 
as ievere as they were four and twenty years ago, and 
that in all probability they will become ftill milder 
in the fequel: the fulteri~gs of thofe who have gone 
before tiS, and the happmefs of fuch as alay come 
after us, are no remedies againft a prefent evil, un-

der 
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del" which we ourfelves labour. What comfort 
would it have been to a Creole of Martinico, ",;10 
had arrived in France for the firft time durina the hard 
froft in 17P9, fhould J, who lui juft thenbrerurned 
from ~ebec, have told him that the cold he now 
felt was fiill inferior to that of Cal1:'",~Zl? 1 fhould 
however, have told him truth, amI could have fup
ported It by good evidences; but he might very 
well have anfwered me, that he found the cold in 
France not a whit the leis piercing, by beina infor-
med it \';as fiill more fo in Canada. b 

But as f<)on as the month of May begim, we have 
rearon to change our lang~age, the mildnefs of this 
latter part of the fpring being by fo much the more 
agreeable, as it fi.1Cceeds fo rigorous a fearon. ] ;;;:: 
heat of the fum mer, which in lers than four months, 
1hews us both the feed and the crop "~, the ferenity 
of autumn, during which there is a leries of fine wea
ther, very fddom to be feen, in the S!'cJ.tcft part of the 
provinces of France: all which, joined to the li
berty which is enjoyed in this country, makes many 
find their ftay here as agreeable as in the kingdom 
where they were born, and it is certain that our Ca
nadians would without hefitation gi\'e it the prefe
rence. 

After all, thefe colds [0 long and [0 [evere, are 
attended with inconveniencies which can never 
thoroughly be remeclied. I reckon i~ the fir~ place 
the;: difficulty of feeding the cattle, which dunng the 

'" The ground is ,tilled in Autumn, and the feed!mvn be
tween the middle ot April and the tenth of May. , ,1 he Cl"P 

is cut down between the I :,th of Augult and zoth of ::ieptember. 
The lands which 3re not ttl:cd till the Spring yield fm3lJer crops, 
LeL.wl" the nitrous l,ar~i(k, of th~ 1;)uW ~'L ,:ot fo \\eil able to 
pede trate into th~m. 

'"l.ule 
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whole winter feafon can find nothing in the fields, 
and confequently the preferving them muft be ex
tremely expenfive, white their flefh, after being kept 
fix montAs on dry fooc:l, muft have loft almoft all 
its relifh. Corn is alfo neceffary for the poultry, 
and great care muft be taken to keep them alive 
during fo long a time. If to avoid expence all thofe 
beafts are killed about the end of October, which 
are intended for confumption before the month of 
May, you may eafily judge how infipid this fort of 
victuals muft be; and from the manner in which 
they catch fifh through the ice, it appears this can· 
not be very plentiful, befides its being frozen from 
the very firft, fo that it is almoft impoffible to have 
it frefh in the feafon when it is moft wanted. Were 
it not for the cod-fifh and eels there would hardly 
be any fuch thing as keeping Lent; with refpect to 
butter and frefh eggs there can be no queftion, nor 
indeed is much more account to be made of garden
fluff, which is kept as well as may be in the cellars, 
but lofes almoft all its virtue after it has been there 
for fome months. 

Add to this, that excepting apples, which are of 
an excellent quality, and fmall fummer fruit which 
does not keep, the fruits natural to France have not 
as yet fucceeded in Canada. Thefe, Madam, are all 
the difadvantages occafioned by this exceffive cold 
feafon. Weare, notwithftanding, as near the fun 
as in the moft fourrhern provinces of France, and 
the farther you advance into the colony, you ftill 
approach the nearer to it. Whence then can arife 
this difference of temperatures under the fame paral
lels of latitude? This is a queftion, which in my o
pinion no one has as yet anfwered in a fatisfactory 
manner. 

Moft 
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Moa authors who have handled this matter are 

fontented with faying that th"s long and fevere cold 
is occauoned by, the fnow lying fo lono- on the 
ground, that it is not poffibJe it r:ln eve~ be tho. 
roughly warmed, efpecially in places under cover! 
·But. this anf wer removes the difficulty only one 1h:p ; 
for It may be afkd what PJOrlUC(S this "reat ql1:n
tity of [now in climates :l~ warm as Languedoc and 
Provence, and in countries at a much gn~ater diftahce 
from the mountains. 

The Sieur Denys, whom I have already qU'ted 
oftner than once, affirms that the trees refume ,l,("i~· 
verdure before the fun is fufficiently elevated abov~ 
the horizon to melt the fnow or warm the earth j 

this may be true in Acadia, and over all the fe~ 
toaft, but it is certain that every where elle the fnow 
is melted in the thickeft forefts before there is a fin
gle leaf upon the trees. This author teems to lLl'.'~ 
no better authority for faying that the li~')'"v 'Tl("lts 

tather by the heat of the earth th.m tbt ot the "ir, 
and that it always begins to mc;, from U ;·jW: but 
will he p::rfuade any man that the earth \"hJil cover
ed with frozen water, is warmer than the air, which 
immediately receives the rays of the fun. B,li,k:;, 
this is no anrver to the queftion about the caufe of 
that deluge of fl:o\7 w;.ich O''Cl"'.,:hclms this im
tnenfe country fituated in the middle of t:le tempe
rate zone. 

There is no queflion but that generaily fpC:l1;;ng 
the mountains, ftref."s, :'.r:= hl".'s contribute gj"c;l~l j 
to it, but it appears to me that we ought to leek o~t 
for other caufes befides. F;:th<."r J of ph Brttam, 
an Italian Jefllit, who fptrit the beft part of his lIfe
time in Canada has left behind him in his own lan
guaae an acco'unt of New France, wherein he en.; 
Vo~. I. R eeavotJt§ 
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deavouts to clear up this point of natural philafo~ 
phy. Ee will not allow that the cold, the caufes· 
of which we are enquiring into, ought to be attri
buted to any of thofe juft mentioned, but methinks 
he goes too far; for no reply can be made to expe
rience, which convinces us of the decreafe of the 
cold, according as the country is cleared, tho' 
that may not happen in the proportion it oughr, 
were the thicknefs of the wouds its principal· 
calJfe. 

He himfelf confelfes that it is no rare thing to fee 
a fwily night fucceed a very hot [ummer day; but 
this way of reafoning appears to me to furnilh an ar
gument againft himfelt; for how can this phreno
menon be explained otherwife than by faying that 
the fun having opened the pores of the earth in the 
day time, the humidity which was fiill contained in 
it, the nitrous particles which the fi10W had left 
behind it in quantities, and the heat which an air 
equally fubtle with that in this country fiill preferves 
after fun-fer, all together form thefe gentle frofts in 
the fame manner as we make ice upon the fire. Be
fides, the humidity of the earth has evidently a ]arg4 
fuore in the exceffive colds of this climate"; but 
whence could this humidity proceed in a country, the 
foil of which has for the moft a great mixture of fand 
in it, if it was not from the number and extent of 
its lakes and rivers, the thicknefs of its forefis, its 
mountains covered with fnow, \\ hich as it melts o
verflows the plains, and the winds which carry the 
exhalations every where a~ong with them. 

But fhould Father Brerani be mifiaken, as I be
lieve he is, when he excludes all thofe from being 
the caufes of the exceffive cold in Canada, yet what 
he fubfiitutes ·in their room feems, in my opinion, 

to 
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to (o,ntribute greatiy to it, There are, fays he,hu.; 
mid foils in the warmeft climates, and very dry foils 
in the coldeft; but a certain mixture of wet and dry 
forms lee and fnow, the quantity of which deter
mines the d~gree and duration of cold. Now, whd~ 
ever has travelled ever fo little in Canaoa muft be 
fenfible that this mixture obtains there in a very re
markable mariner. There is undoubtedly no coun
try in the world which abounds more with water, 
and there are few which have a greater mixture of 
frones and fand. Witli aIr this it rains'very feldorrl; 
and the air is extremely pure and wholefome, an e
vident proof of the natural drynefs of the foil. In 
i;:ffeEt, Father Bretani tells us, that during the fix
teen years he was employed as miffionary in the 
country of the Hurons, there were there at the fame 
time to the number of fixty French, fevera! of whom 
were of a very delicate complexion, all of them had 
been vay ill fed, and had befides endured hardfTlips 
beyond what could be imagined, and yet that not 
one of that number had died. 

. It is true, this prodigious number of rivers and 
lakes, which1take up as much fpace in new France 
as ,one half the continent of Europe, ougl·t to fur
hifh the air with a continual fup'ply of frelh vapours; 
hut befides that the greateft part of thefe w..:ters are 
extremely clear, and upon a fandy 'bottom, their 
great and continual agitation by blunting the effi
tacy of the fun's rays, prevents vapours from being 
exhaled in great quantities, or foon caufes theni cd 
fall again in mi11:s. For the winds raife as freqnene 
and violent tempef!:s upon thefe frelh-water feas' as 
upon the ocean, which is likewife the true rearod 
why it rains fo feldom at fea. 

The 



( 260 ) 

The recond caure of the extreme cold of Canada, 
according to father Brerani, is the neighbourhood 
of the North Sea, covered with enormOllS ii1ands of 
ice for more than eight months of the year, there, 
Madam, you may call to mind what I told you in 
my fecond letter, of the cold we felt even in the 
dog.days, from the neighbourhood of one of there 
illands of ice, or rather from the wind which blew 
upon us fro,m that fide on which it lay, and which 
ceared that moment it fell to the leeward of us. It 
is, be fides, certain that it never fnows here but with 
a north-eaft wind, ,;"hich blows from that quarter 
in which the northern ice I yes; and tho' the cold 
is not fo very piercing when the fnow falls, yet it 
cannot be doubted that it greatly contributes to ren
der the wef't and north-weft winds fo extremely fharp, 
which before they reach us blow over immenCe 
countries, and a great 'chain of mountains entirely 
covered with it. 

Laftly, if we believe the Italian miffionary, the 
height of the land is not the leaft caufe of the fub
tility of the air of this country, and confequently 
<;[ the fever:ty of its cold. Father Bretani endea· '. 
VO~lrs to prove this height of thB land from the 
depth of the fea, which encreafes according tQ him 
in proportion as you approach Canada, and from 
the number and height of the falls fa frequent in the 
rivers. But in my opinion the depth of the fea ab
folutel y proves nothing, and the falls of St. La",
renee and lome other rivers in New France, nO 

. more than the cataracts of the 1': ile. Moreover, it 
is not obJerved that, from Montreal where the falls. 
commcJOce to the fea, the river -"'t. Lawrence is 
much more rapid than fome of our rivers in Eu
rope. I am therefore of opinion that we muft con
fine our reafoning to [he ic(;s of [he north; and that 

even 



( 261 ) 

~ven notwithftanding this, if Canada were as well 
cleared and as populous as France, the winters 
,would become much fhorter and lefs fevere. They 
would not however be always fo mild as in France, 
on account of the .ferenity and purenefs of the air; 
for it is certain that in the winter feafon every thinO' 
elfe being equal, the froft is always fliarper whc~ 
the 1ky is clear, and the fun has rarified the air. • 

After winter is paft, filhing and hunting fupply 
thofe who will take the trouble with provifions in 
abundance; befiJes tIe fifh and the game which I 
have already fpoken of, the river St. Lawrence and 
the f , .. (b, furnifh the inhabitants with two articles, 
whiu, 1fe a great re[ource to them. From ~lebec 
as :1:g1l as Trois Rivieres, a prodigious quantity of 
l~rge ,:cis ;:1',' cai'sht in (:1C river, which eels come 
down from Lake ~)l1tario. where they are bred in 
the marfhes on thl: north fide of the Lake, and 
mee>: . " as I have already obferved, with tile white 

.pOi', .;;~s which give them chace, the greateLI F·;t 

endeavour to return back, which is the reafon of 
their being taken in [uch numbers. This fiiliery is 
.carried on in the following manner. 

Thro' that whole extent of ground, which is co
vered at high water, but left dry during the ebb, 
boxes are fet at convenient diftimces, which are fup
ported by a pallifade of ofier hurdles, contrived in 
fuch a manner that no free pafTage is left for the 
eels. Large cafting nets of the fame materials and 
ftruCl:ure are fixed by the narroweft end in thefe 
boxes, while the other extremity, which is very 

:wide, is backed againft the hurdles, upon which 
green branches are placed at intervals. When all 
is covered by the tide, the eels which love to be near 
the banks, and are attraCted by the verdure, gather 
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in areat numbers along the pallifade, go in to the 
~e~~, 'wllich lead them into the prifons preparea for 
them, fo that all the boxes are often filled in the 
fpace of one tide. 

Thefe eels are larger than ours, and yield a great 
deal of oil. I bavealready obferved that with what
ever fauce they are drdfed, they ftill retain a difa
greeable rdiih, to which people cannot eafily accuf
iom themleJves. This perhaps is the fault of our 
cooks. All their bones terminate in a point fome
what crooked, which I do not remember to have 
feen in thofe of France. The beft method of pre~ 
p:<; ing tbis filh, is to hang them up in a chimney, 
and ftlffer them to fry Oowly in their ikins, which 
COIT,e off of themfelves, and all the oil runs out. 
As great quantities of them are taken during die 
time t]-lis fiihery lafts, they are falted and barrel~~ 
P.p like herrings. ' 

The other article I mentioned, is a fort of wood'; 
pigeon, which ufed to come hither in the mont\1~ 
9f May and June, as was [aid, in fuch numbers a~ 
to darken the air, but the cafe is different at prefentl 
~evtrthele[s, a very great numb,~r ftill come ~o re~ 
themfe~ yes lIpon the trees, even in the neighbour
hood of the towns. They are commonly caned 
~llrtll s, and differ from the wood and other' pigeon~ 
~p Europe, fufficiently to conftitute a fourth fpecies. 
They are iillaller than our largeft pigeom, and have 
the fame eyes and changing fhadows upon their 
web. T~eir plumage is a dark brown, excepting 
t hci I· wings, in which there are f()me fe~thers· of ''\ 
very fine blue~ 

- Thefe birds may qe faid to feek only an oppor~u
nitr t,f be1ng killed, fo.r if there is anakedbranc~ 

~poq 
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l1pon a tree, on that they chufe to perch, and fit in 
fuch a manner, that the moll: inexperienced gunner 
can hardly fail of bringing down at leall: h:dfa do
zen at a £Ingle iliot. Means have likewife been 
found of catching many of then1 alive; they are fed 
till the firll: fetting in of the frons, then killed, and 
thrown into the nore-room, where they are preferv
ed all the winter. 

Thus it appears, Madam, that everyone here is 
poffdfed of the neceffilries of lite; but there is litrl.e 
paid to the King; the inhabitant is not acquainttd 
with taxes; bread is che3p; fifh and fleili are not 
dear; but wine, fiuffi., and all French c'ommodities 
are very. expenfive. Gentlemen, and thofe ollic',rs 
who have nothing b~lt their pay, and are beG des 
encumbered with families, have the greatd;: reaE)l1 
to complaim. The women have a great deal of lpi
rit and good nature, are extrec;tly agreeable, and 
excellent breeders; andthefe good qualities are for 
the moll: part all the fortune they bring their h~lf
bands; but God has bldTed the marriages in th:s 
country in the fame manner he formerly bleffed 
thofe of the Patriarchs. In order to fupport fuch 
numerous families, they ought likewife to lead the 
lives of Patriarchs, but the ti I-l~e for this is pafr. 
There are a greater number of nobleffe in New 
France than in all the other colonies put together . 

.The king maintains here eight and ~wenty com
panies of marines, and three etats majors. Many 
families havli: been ennobled het:e, and there frill re
main feveral officers of the regiment of Corignan
Saiieres, who have peopled this country with gentle- . 
men who are not in extraordinary good circumll:an
,~.s, and would be frill lefs fo, were not commerce 

R 4 allowed 



( 264 ) -
fitlowed them, and the right of hundng and fithinS, 
which is common to everyone. 

After all, it is a little their own L,uit if they are 
ever expofed to ';lJllt; the iand is good almoft every 
wll':re, and agr,cuiture does not in the leaft derogate 
from their 'luali'Y' ~ lOW many gentlemen through. 
om :111 our provinces would envy the lot of the firn
n]'~ inhabitants uf Canada, did they bllt know it? 
Awl can thofe who languifh here in a fbameful in-
'j7.?nce, be t'xcukd tor refufing to embrace a pro

fr:lIion. v'hen the corruption of manners and the 
fno(t fab~Lary maxims has alone de[!raded from 
its ancit'nt di§,nity? There is not in the world a 
Plore whoJefome climate than this; no particular , 
dl1tCL-;Jer is epidemical here, the fields and woods 
are; full of fimples of a wonderful efficacy, and the 
trees diftill balms of an excellent quality. Thefe 
advantages ought at leaft to engage thofe whofe 
birth providence has cait in this country to ren'laifl 
in it; but incon1l:ancy, averfion to a regular and ar. 
ficlllOUS hbour, and' a fpirit of independence, have 
ever carried a great many young people out of it, 
and prevented the colony from being peopled. 

Thefe, Madam, are the defects with which the 
french Canal: ia.s are, with the greateft juftice, re
proached. 1 he fan;e may likewife be faid of the 
Indi3r.s. One would imagi,;e that lihe air they 
breaLhe in this immenfe continent contributes to it; 
but the example and frequentintercourfe with its 
natural inhabitanl s are more than fufficient to con~ 
i1i~urc this c!:~d-a(':er. Our Creoles are likewife ac ... 
cufed (!: great a"idity in amaffing, and indeed they 
do thin~s with this view, which could hardly be be
lieved if they were not feen. T he journeys they un~ 
~kmke ~ th~ fa~i~tle~ they .~mderso ~ the dangers to' 
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which they expofe themfelves, and the efforts they 
make, furpafs all imagination. There are however 
few lees interefted, who diffipate with greater facili
ty what has coft them fa much pains to acquire, or 
who teftify lees regret at having loft it. Thus there 
is fome room to imagine that they commonly un
dertake fuch painful 3;nd ,dangerous journeys out of 
a tafre they have contraCted for them. They love 
to breathe a free air, they are early accuftomed to a 
wandering life; it has charms for them, which 
make them forget pafr dangers and fatigues, and 
-=hey place their glory in encountering them often. 
They have a great deal of wit, efpecially the fair 
fex, in whom it is brilliant and eafy ; they are, be
fides, conftant and refolute, fertile in refources, cou
Tageous, and capable of managing the greatefr af
fairs. You, Madam, are' acquainted with more 
than one of this character, and have often declared 
your furprife at it to me. I can afTure you fuch are 
frequent in this country, and are to be found in all 
,ranks and conditions of life. 

I know not whether I ought to reckon amongft 
the defeCts of our Canadians the good opinion they 
entertain of themfelves. It is at leafr certain that 
it infpires them with a confidence, which leads them 
to undertake and execute what would appear impof
tible to many~others. It lTIui1 however be confelfed 
they have excellent qualities. There is not a p:'o
vince in the kingdom where the people h::ve a finer 
complexion, a more advantageous ftature, or a body 
better proportioned. The ltrength of their confti
tution is not always anfwerable, and if the Cana
dians live to any age, they foon look old and deere ... 
pid. This is n~t entirely their own fault, it is,like
wife that of theIr parents, who are not fumclently 
watc;hflll Qver their (:hildren to prevent their ruining 

their 
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their health at a time of life, when if it {uffers it is 
feldom or never recovered. Their agility and ad~ 
drels are unequalled; the moft expert Indians them~ 
felves are not better markfmen, or manage their ca~ 
noes in the moft dangerous rapids with greater !kill. 

Many are 'of opinion that they are unfit for the 
fciences, which require any great degree of applica
tion, and a continued ftudy. I am not able to f<{y 
whethtr this prejudice is well founded, for as yet 
,':e have feen no Canadian who has endeavoured to 
remove it, \/hich is perhaps owing to the dillipation 
jn which they are brought up. But nobody can de~ 
ny them an excellent genius for mechanics; they 
have hardly any occafion for the alliftance of a mar
tel' in order to excel in this fcience; and fome are 
every day to be met with who have fucceeded in all 
trades, without ever having ferved an apprentice .. 
fhip. 

Some people tax them with ingratitude, neverthe
lefs they ieem to me to have a pretty good difpofi. 
tion; but their natural inconftam:y often prevents 
their attending to the duties required by gratimdc. \ 
It is alledged they make bad fervants, which is 
owing to their great haughtinefs of fpirit, and to 
their loving' liberty too much to fubjeCt tiemfdves 
willingly to fervitude. They are however good 
mafters, which is the reverfe of what is raid of thofe 
from whom the greateft part of them are defcended. 
They wouM have been perfect in charaCter, if to 
their own virtues they had added thofe of their an
cdtors. Their inconftancy in friendihip has fome
times been complained of; but this complaint can 
hardly be general, and in thofe who have given oc
caGon for it, it proceeds from their not being accuf
tomed to conflraint, even in their own affairs. If 

they 
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~hey are not eafily difciplin~d, this likewife proceed$ 
from the fame principle, or from their having a dif~ 
cipline peculiar to themfelves, which they believe is 

_better adapted fQf carrying on war againft the Indi
ans, in which they are not entirely to blame, More
over, they appear to me to be unable to govern a 
certain impetuofity, which renders them fitter for 
fudden furprifes or hafty expeditions, than the regu~ 
lar and cOAtinued operations of a campaign. It has 
likewife Iileen obferved, that amongil: a great num
ber of brave men who diftinguifhed themfelves in 
the laft wars, there were very few found capable of 
bearing a fuperior. This is perhaps owing to their 
pot having fufficiently learned to obey. It is how
ever true, that when they are well condut!:ed, there 
is nothing which they will not accomplifh, whether 
by fea or land, but in order to this they muf!: enter
tain a great opinion of their, commander. The late 
M. d'Iberville, who had all the good qualities of 
his countrymen without any of their defeCl:s, could 
have led them to the end of the world. 

There is one thing with refpet!: to which they are 
not eafily to be excufed, and that is the little natu
ral affet!:ion moft of them fhew to their parents, 
who for their part difplay a tendernefs for them, 
which is not extremely well managed. The Indians 
fall into the fame defea, and it produces amongll: 
them the fame confequences. But what alove all 
things ought to make the Canadians be held in 
much efteem, is the great fund they have of piety 
fm~ religiQn,and that nothing is wanting to their 
education upon this article. It is likewiJe trtle, that 
when they are out of their own country they hardly 
retain any of their defects. As with all this they 
are extremely brave and aCtive, they might be of 
Qr~at fervice in war, in the marine and in the arts; 
p, find 
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and I am opinion that it would redound greatly to 
the advantage of the frate, were they to be much 
more numerous than they are at prefent Men con
ftitute the principal riches of the Sovereign, and 
Canada, fhould it be of no other ufe to France, 
would frill be, were it well pe:-,pled, one of the :noft 
important of all our colonies. 

1 am, &c: 

LETTER 



L E T T E R XI. 

Of the Iroquoife 'Village of the Fall 0/ St. 
Lewis. Of the different nations inhabiting 
Canada. 

Fall of St. Lewis, May I, 172r; 

Madam, 

I Came hither to [pend a part of the Eafter holi
days; this is a time of devotion, and in this 

village eVPili thing infpires one with fentiments of 
piety. !.1I the exercifcs of religion are carried on 
in a very edifying ;t~:::iiner, and we frill feel the im
premon vihic:i t;le ;'ll ,~. of the fidt inhabitants has 
left behi:-. t ;"; :01' it is certain, that this for a long 
time was the only place in Canada, where you could 
perceive the great c;-:mFies of thofe heroic!;: virtues 
with v.-].:ch God hn been ufed to enrich his churches 
when in their inf:ncy; and the manner in wnich it 
has been erected i3 iomething very extraordinary. 

, 
The miffionaries aftPf having for a long time wa

tered the Iroquoife cantons with the fweat of their 
brows, a:.d fome of them even with their blood, 
were at laf1: fenfible that it was impracticable to efra
blilh the chril1i:J.l religion amongfl: them upon a folid 
foundation; l;Llt they frill had hopes of reducing a 

I con-
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. conCiderable number of there 1ndians under the ybk~ 
of the faith. They perceived that God had an elect: 
few among thefe barbarians as in every nation; but 
they were perfuaded, that to make their calling and 
eleftion Jure, they mufr feparate from their brethi'etf; 
and therefore came to a refolution to fettle all thofe 
who were difpofed to embrace Chrifrianity in a colo'· 
ny by themfelves. They made known their defign 
to the governor-general arid intendant, who carry..; 
ing their views frill farther, highly approved it, be..; 
ing fenfible that this fettlement would be greatly' 
advantageous to New France, as it has indeed been, 
as well as another fimiIar to it, which has fince been 
fet on foot in the iOand of Montreal, under the name 
of la Montagne, of which the fuperiors of the femi .. 
nary of St. Sulpicius have always had the diree" 
tion. 

To return to this which has ferved as a model 
for the other, one of the Iroquois miffionaries com· 
municated his delign to fome Aquicrs; they relifhed' 
his propofal, and this fettlement was formed chiefly 
out of that canton, which had at all times been 
the mofr averfe to the minifrers of the gofpel, and 
had even treated them the mofr cru~lly. Thus to' 
the great afconiihment of the French and Indians, 
thofe formidable enemies to God and our nation 
were touched with that viCl::orious grace, which takes 
delight in triumphing over the hardeft and molt reo 
bellious hearts, abandoning every thing that was 
deardl: to them, that they might have no impedi
ment in ferving the Lord with all liberty. A facri" 
fice frill more glorious for I ndians, than for any 
other nation, becaufe there are none fo much at
tached as they are to their families and their native 
country. 

Thelt 
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Their numbers encreafed greatly in a !hort time, 
and ~his 'progrefs was, in a great meafure, owing to 
the zeal_ of the firil: c;mverts who compoted this 
chofen flock. In the very hei:!,ht of a war, and 
even with the hazard of their Jives they have tra
velled over all the cantons, In order to make profe
lites, and when they have fallen into the hands of 
their enemies, who were often their nearett relations. 
reckoned themteIves happy when dying in the midfl:· 
of the moil: frightful torments, as having expofed 
themfelves to them, folely for the glory of God 

-and the falvation of their brethren. .':luch were the 
fentiments even of the murtherers of the minifrers 
of J efus Chriil:, and perhaps this oracle of St. Paul, 
Ep. Rom. c. 20. Ubi autem {'blillL v t d,/i,.'7u iJl, Ju
perabundavit Gratia, was never fo literally accom
plifhed as now. It was molt commonly left to 
their choice, either to renounce jefus Cluilt and re
turn to their canton, or to futter the mofl: cruel 
death, and there was not an example of one who 
accepted life upon that condition. Some have even 
perilhed worn out with miferies in the prifons of 
N ew-York, when they could have had their liberty # 

on changing their belief, or engaging not to live 
among the French, which they imagined they 
could not do without running _the rilque of lofing 
their fa.ith. 

Thofe converts, who on fuch occafions difplayed 
fo much fidelity and greatneJs of foul, mutt un
doubtedly have been prepared for it by the pureft 
virtue; we cannot in reality call in queil:ion certain 
fatts, which have been notorious over the whole cc
lony, and which render thofe very credible for which 
we have only the evidence of the IndIans themfelves 
and their paltors. M. de St. Vajer, who is head 
of· this church to this day, wrote as follows in the 
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year 1688. "The lives of all the Chriftians ot 
this millon are very extraordinary, and the whole 
village would be taken for a monafrery. As they 
have quitted the allurements of their native country. 
entirely to make fure of their falvation, they are all 
led to the practice of the moil: perfeCt refignation, 
and they preferve amongfr them fuch excellent rqles 
for their fanctification that nothing can be added lO 

them." 

This village was at firil: placed in the meadow de 
la Made/eire, about a league lower than the Fall ot 
St. Lewis on the fouth-fide. But the foil being 
found improper for the culture of maiz, it was 
tranfported to a place oppofite to the Fall itfelf, from 
whence it has taken the name it frill bears, though 
it has been carried from thence a few years ago a 
league higher up. I have already obferved, that its 
fituation is charming, that the church, and the 
houfe of the .millonaries, are two of the finell: edi
fices in this country, which makes me imagine1 
that'they have taken fuch good meafures as not to 

be obliged to make a new tranfinigration. 

On my arrival here, j had bid my accOlUlt with 
departing immediately after the feftivals; but no
~hing is more fubject to difappointments of all kindll 
than this manner of travelling. I am, therefore, 
frill uncertain as to the day of my departure; and 
as in fuch voyages as mine, advantage is to be ta
ken of every occurrence, I {hall now make the beft 
ufe I can of this prefent delay. I have fpent my 
time in the company of fome old millonaries, who 
have lived a long time among the Indians~ and l 
{hall now, Madam, give you an account of what 
I have heard from them concerning the different 
nations inhabiting this immenfe c~)fitinent. 
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The firft land of America which is difcovered on 

a voyage from France to ;.anada is N('\\foUil,:Lwd, 
one of the 1argell: itlands we are acgua:n,:e.l with. 
it has [ICVer yet been fully determined, whether it> 
inhabitailts are n3tives of the country, and its bar
rennefs, were it really as gre3t as it is JUF:Jobi to 

be, would be no fufficient prCJof that they are not; 
for hunting and fifhmg afford fufficient fubliitence 
for Indians. What is certain is, that none butt.f
kimallx have ever been feen upon it, who ar~ not 
originaily of this ilhnd. Their real native country 
is the land of Labor'l' 0;-, or [abra /o/", it is there, 
at leall, they paf'i the gleateft part of the year; for, 
in my opinion, it would be profaning the ~LH:flll 
appellation of a native country, to apply it to \. e111-

dering barbarians who have no affeCtion for any 
country, and who being fcarce ab!.:: to people two 
or three Villages, yet occupy an immenfe extent of 
land. In effeCt, befides the coafts of Kewfound
land, which the Efkimaux wander over in the fum
mer-time, there are none but that people to be feen 
throughout all that vall: contin~nt lying betwixt the 
river :,t. (awrece, Canl,:a, and the North fea. 
Some of them have been even found at a great elif
tance from hence up the river Bourbon, which run!> 
from the wdl:ward, and falls into Huelfon's-Bay. 

The origin of their name is not certain, but it is 
probabJy derived from the Abenaquife word tfrli
mantriJ, which lignifies an eater of raw flefh. The 
Efquimaux are in faCt the only ravages we know of 
Who eat raw Belli, though they are likewi Ie in uf: 
to broil or elry it in the fum, It is Iikewife ce; tin, 
that there is no nation known in Americ:l, \\ hic~1 
anfwers better to the firll: idea Europeans are 3pt to 
conceive of favao-es. They are :llmoft the only na

'tiOn amono-{l:- whom the men l:J\e bearJs, which 
b 
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grow up to their eyes, and are f~ thick, that it is 
with difficulty the features of their faces are to be 
diftingui!hed. They have likewife fomething very 
frightful in their air and mien, fmall fiery eyes, 
large and very ugly teeth, hair commonly black, 
fometimes fair, always very much in diforder, an4 
their whole external appearance extremely brutifh. 
Their manners and character do not bely the defor
mity of their phifiognomy; they are fierce, favage, 
fufpicious, turbulent, and have a conftant propen
fity to do Q1ifchief to {hangers, who ought to b~ 
perpetually on their guard againft them. As to the 
qualities of their mind we have had fo littleinter
'courfe with this nation that we do not as yet know 
their real temper; but they have alwafs had a fum
·dent bent towards mifchief. 

They have been frequently known to go in the 
night-time, and cut the cables of !hips at anchor, 
in order to make them drive on fuore, and then 
plunder the wrecks; they are not afraid to attack 
them even in open day on difcovering their crews 
to be weak. It has never been pollible to tame 
them, and it is not fafe to hold any difcourfe with 
them but at the end of a long pole. They not only 
refufe to come near the Europeans, but they will 
not fo much as eat any thing they prefent to them; 
and in all things take fo many precautions on their 
fide, which mark an extreme diftruft, that they 
muft mutually infpire the fame with refpeCt to every 
thing which comes from them. They are of an 
advantageous ftature, and are tolerably well made. 
Their {kin is as white as ours, which proceeds un
doubtedly from their never going naked even in the 
warmeft weather. 

Their 
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Their beards, their fair hair, the whiteners of 

their fkin, and the little refemblance and intercourfe 
they have with their neareft neighbours leave no 
room to doubt of their having a different original 
from the reft of the Americans; but the opinion of 
their being defcended from the Bafques feems to 
me to have little foundation, if it is true, as I am 
informed it is, that the languages of the two nati
ons have no affinity with one another. This alli
ance at any rate can be of no honour to any nati
on; for if there is not on the fmface of the earth a 
region lefs fit to be inhabited than Newfoundland 
and Labrador, fo there is not, perhaps, a people 
which deferves better to be confined to it than the 
Efkimaux. For my part, I am of opinion, that 
they are originally from Greenland. 

Thefe favages are covered in fuch a manner that 
only a part of their faces and the ends of their 
hands are to be feen. Over a fort of a fhirt made 
of bladders, or the inteftines of fith cut into fillets. 
and neatly enough fewed together, they throw a 
kind of a furtout made of bear-fkin, or of the 
fkin of fome other wild beaft, nay, fometimes of 
the fkins of birds, whilft their head is covered with 
a cowl of the fame ftuff, with the thirt fixed to it; 
on the top of which is a tuft of hair, which hangs 
down and nudes their forehead. The ihirt falls 
no lower than their loins, the funout hangs down 
behind to their thighs, and terminates before in a 
point fomewhat lower than their girdle; but in the 
women it defcends on both fides as far as the mid
leg, where it is fixed by a girdle, at which hang 
little bones. The men wear breeches made of 
fkins, with the hairy fide inwards, and faced on the 
out fide with ermine, and fuch like furs. They 
likewife wear on their feet pumps of fkins, the 
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Hairy Gde of which is a1fo inwards; and above' 
them furred boots of the fdme, and over thefe a fe
,ond pair cf pumps, then ,mother pair of boots 
over tha~. I, is affirmed till}' are (omrt;mes fhod ' 
in this m,;nner three or fuur times over, which, 
however, does not preve::t thefe I wEans from being 
exti errdy a·.' iw. Thtir "nows, the only weap'Jns 
they tile, :ll·C: po' nted w;th the te::th of the fea-cow, 
to whch they likewife add i-ron when they can get 
it. In th~ {ummer l',cy Ji-, e in the open air, night 
arid eLl)', but in the winter unr~er ground, in a fort 
of ClVerns, VI hen: they Jie pdl-mel! one above an
other. 

\': e are but little acguJ.inted with the other na
tions lil'illg beyond H\ldlon's bay, and in its neigh
b'll" hocJ. In the fanthem parts (J this bay, the 
trade is carried on with the Mataffins, the Monro
n;" th~ C hliainaux, and .i\ !l;n:boi!s; thefe laft 
mufl rome from a great diil:ance as t'lty inhabit the 
h,r'.;, i'S of a lake to the north or north-weft of the 

• ~;;cu':, al1d lik:cwi!;~ fpeak a L~:i\lcCt cf their lan
gu:c::::. The three others lpeik the Algonquin 
tongue. The Chriftinaux or Killiflinons, come from
(he l,ultiJward of Lake Sllp~ri();·. The Indians in 
The neighbourhood of the river Bourbon *, and the 
ll'ler St, I he,e13, have no ai"ilnity in their language 
richer with the one or t~I'" other, Perhaps, they 
m.l)! be better underflood :lnI0:12;tl the Efkimaux, 
who have bt:en fc>en, ~;s is {aiel, a great way above 
t1,e mouth of this river. It has been oblerved that 

• It i. (,id thot a hundred le~gues from the mOllth of this 
ri'/cr. it i,. uiliiavigable lUI' fifty mure, [".It that a pafiuo-c is found 
1):' mean; ()f ri·. er., and 1.,l<es which L,I into it, and ~hat after
\"",,:1 it runs t!lrough rhe middle of a v~r)' line country, which 
cminlle, ~, far aj the Lake (Jf the .i.t1iniboils, from whence it 
L~ .. :.-':. it~ I'll:.'. 

they 
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they are extremely fuperGitil)us, and life fome kind 
'Of facrifices. Thore who have h8.1 the greatefl: in
tercolll ie with them, a1Ture us, that in common 
with the Indians of Canada, they have a notion of 
~ good and of an evil gen:l,s, th:lt rhe Sun is their 
great divinit;:, and that when they deliberate upon 
any affair 01 import.mce, they make him an a'it.r
ing of fmoke whKhs d'me in ,h: fullowing mafl
nero At break of day they 2.flemble in the cabbin 
,'Of one of their chiefs, who, a;ter having 1i:)1ted 
his pipe, prefents it three times to the riling fun, 
and then turning it with both his hands from the 
eall: to the weft, he fU}1plicates this luminary to be 
:propi[iolls to his people. This b~ing done, all thofe 
who compore the aflembly, fmokc in the fame pipe. 
All theC: Indians, though of four or five different 
nations arc 1-:1;own in the Ftench accounts under the 
general n:lme ur the S>:'I?Y!oi.', becaule the country 
they inh:\bit is low, mJrfhy, and ill.wooded, and 
in Canada, all thofe wet lanas, which are good for 
nothin~ are called Savannahs. 

Coafting along the north·1hore of the E:1Y, yeu 
meet with two rivers, the firft of which is called 
Danijb-i:i'L,t!,·, and the fecond t'-·e river of the 80'.:.
IVoif; on the banks of both thefe rivers there are 
Indians, who, I know not why, have got the name, 
or rather nickname of Plats colez de C/}wn, or 
Flat-flded Dogs, and are often at war with the Sa
vanois; but neither of them treat their prifoners 
witb that barbarity which is ufual among the Cma
dians, being contented with keeping them in {la
very. Want fometimes reduces the Savanois to 
fUJnae extremities·, and whether it be idL nefs on 

:::> ' 
their part, or that their lands are abfolutely good 
for nothing, they find themfelves entirely deltitute 
of provifioDs ";;<;11 their hunting and fifhing prove 
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unfueeefsful, and then they are faid to make no dif
ficulty of eating one another. The moft daftardly 
are the firft facrifiees; it is further pretended, that 
when a man arrives at fllCh an age that he can only 
be a burt hen and expenee to his family, he himfelf 
paffes a cord round his own neck, the extremities 
of which he prefents to the child who is deareft to 
him, who ftrangles him as expeditioufly as he can, 
believing that in fa doing, he performs a good ac
tion, not only by putting an end to the fulferings 
of his father, but likewife hy advancing his happi
nefs; for thefe Indians imagine, that a man who 
dies old is born again in the other world at the age 
of a child at the breaft; and that, on the contrary, 
thofe who finifu their eourfe foon, become old when 
they arrive at the country of fouls. 

The young women among thefe people never 
marry but with the advice of their parents, and the 
fan-in law is obliged to ftay with his father-in-law, 
and be fllbfervient to him in every thing, till he has 
children himfelf. The Yotlng men leave their fa
ther's houfes very early. Thefe Indians burn their 
dead bodies, and wrap the allies in the bark of a 
tree, which they lay into the ground. Afterwards 
they ereCt upon the grave a fort of monument with 
pofts, to which they fix tobacco, in order that the 
deceafed may have materials for fmoaking in the 
other world. If he was a hunter, his bow and ar
rows are fufpended there likewile. T he mothers 
lament their children for twenty days, and prefents 
are made to the fathers, who make an acknowledg
ment for them by a feaft. War is held in lefs efti
mation amongft them than hunting; but before 
any perf on can be efteemed a good hunter, he muft 
faft for three days running, without tafting any 
thing whatever, and all that time he muft have his 

face 
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face painted with black. The feail: being ended, 
the candidate offers up a facrifice to the great fpirit, 
confifting of a morfel of each of the animals he 
has been ufed to hunt, being commonly the tongue 
and muzzle, which, except on fuch occafions. are 
always the portion of the hunter himfelf_ His pa
rents and relations would rather die of hunger than 
touch it, and he is allowed to regale his friends and 
ftrangers only in this manner. 

It is further afferted, that thefe Indians are per
fectly difinterefted, that they poffefs a fidelity proof 
againft all temptation, that they cannot endure a 
lie, and hold deceit in abhorrence. This, Madam, 
is what I have been able to learn with refpect to 
thefe northern people, with whom we have never 
maintained any regular commerce, and have only 
feen them in a tranfient manner. We fhall now 
proceed to thofe with whom we are better acquaint
ed, who may be divided into three claffes dillin
guilhed by their languages and their peculiar ge
niufes. 

In this vaft extent of country, properly called 
New-France, and bounded on the north by Hud
fon's-Bay, which was difmembered from it by the 
treaty of Utrecht, on the eaft by the fea, by the 
Englilh colonies on the fouth. by Louifiana on the 
fouth-eall:, and by the Spanilh poffeffions on the 
weft; I fay, in this vall: extent of country there 
are but three mother-tongues, from which all the 
rell: are derived; thefe are, the Sioux, Algonquin. 
and Huron languages; we are hut little acquainted 
with the people who fpeak the firft, and nobody 
knows how far they extend. We have hitherto had 
no trade with any but the Sioux and Affiniboils, and 
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ev.en th:s trage has not been very regularly car~ 
ried on. 

Ocr miffionaries have endeavoured to make a fet
tlement al1loo[!il: the 'iril:, and I knew one who re
gretted very much l.is not b,jng able to fucceed, or 
rather his not fbying longer amongil: them, as they 
fc:emed to b~ extremely docile. There is, perhaps, 
no peop e to the north weft of tl~e Miffiffippi, of 
of \\' hom we c l\l receive b~ttcr and more authentic 
in onnatioll than this, by reafon that they can C1rry 
on a trade with all the other nations on this immenfe 
continent. They d,;,til commonly in meadows un~ 
der brge tents made uf !l:ins, which are very well 
wrought, and live on wild O.1ts, which g!OW in great 
plenty in their l11':dd,)'v:, and river:;, and by hunt
ing, efpecialll' the h:lLIo vv'hich are cove-red with 
wool, an(~ are found by thoufands in their meadows. 
They hwc: no fi"ed abode, bllt t,avel in great com
PJl1it: iike tlk Tartars, never Hopping in allY place 
longer than th~7 are detained by the dace. 

Our geographers divi,jc (his people into the ~·an· 
dT;i'O" (,; .. /" a·-·d the S'oln- o,F ,"e i1.1t',J,r"s )'nto (' "I,." 0.0<_ .• ,., . (.,. •. ' '.J ,~, .. L.t.. w , 

the Siol!x if floe E(')l, and th~ Siwx of the IVeft. 
This divifion (~oes not [eem to me to be well found
e,i. All r:1:: SlOLlX Ii ve in the fame manner, whence 
it h:![)Ix::)" th2t a viLJSt which the yeJ.r bl"fore was 
on t~;~ (~::(tcrr'. b~,nk of t:~c l'IIiffiilippi, I1:JII be this 
yelr on the "o!l:.~rn b~1rlk, and that thofe who have 
! 1 v:' 1 for forne ti~ne on the L\n :~S of the river St. 
Peter, :h:til, perhaps, be at pre rent in fome meadow 
3" great clitLIJ~~~ from it.Tll: name Sioux, which 
w': h~ve given to th,;e ]",.:::, 'IS, is entirely uf our 
QW'l i:1":~nr(,'1, c;" r8.ther ti:e two l;tll [yllab~es of 
of (IK word .:.'\',;r! 1uffiox, a name by which fcVt'rai 
mtions dlili:'2:li~!1 tl1':r.1. 0:her5 call them 'N 1-

Jv/!:jFro 
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,dottdJis. This nation is the moll: populous we know 
in Canada. They were fufficiently pacific, and but 
little addicted to war, before tbe Hurons ,md Ou
tawais when they fled from the fury of the Iroquois, 
took refuge in their country. They laughed at then 
for their flmplicity, and made them warlike at their 
own expence. The Sioux have a plurality of wives, 
and feverely pl)nifh fuch as are wanting in conjugal 
fidelity. They cut off the tip of their nofes, and 
make a circle in the ikin on the top of their heads, 
and afterwJrds tear it off. I have feen fome per
fons, who \,'ere perfmded thefe people fpoke with 
the Chinefe accent; it would be no difficult mat
ter to determine this f.l:-t, or if their language has 
any affinity with that of China. 

Thofe perfons who have had intcrcourfe with the 
Ailiniboils, tell us, that they are tall, well made, 
robua, active, and inured to cold, and all manner 
of fatigue; that they are pricked over all the body, 
and marked with the figures of ferpents and other 
animals; and that they are in ufe to undertake very 
long journeys. There is nothing in all this which 
diil:inguifhes them from the other nations of this 
continent which we are acquainted with; but what 
particularly characterizes them, is, their being ex
tremely phlegmatick, at leaft they appear fo in ref
pect of the Chrirlinaux who trJ,' e with them, and 
who are indeec.i of an extraordinary vivacity, con
tinually dancinO' and flnging, and fpeaking with 
precipitation arid a volubility of tongue, which is 
not obferved in any other Indian nation. 

The true country of the Affiniboils, IS In the 
ncic..hbourhood of a lake which bears their name, 
wit:; which we arc but little acquainted, A French
n,. n, whom I faw at Montreal, alfured me he had 

been 
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been there, but had feen it only in a tranCient man
ner, as one fees the fea in a harbour. It is the 
common opinion, that this lake is fix hundred 
leagues in circumference; that there is no paff'age 
to it but through roads almoft impracticable; that 
all its banks are delightful; that the climate is very 
temperate, though it lies to the north-weft of Lake 
Superior, where it is extremely cold, and that it 
contains fo great a number of iOands, that it is cal
led in that country, the Lake of IJlands; fome In
dians call it Michinipi, which fignifies the Great Wa
ter; and it feems in effeCt: to be the refervoir or 
fource of the greate1l: rivers, and all the great lakes 
of North-America; for on feveral accounts, an the 
following rivers are faid-ro have their rife from it; 
the river Bourbon, which runs into Hudfon's-Bay; 
the river St. Laurence, which carries its waters to 
the ocean; the Miffiffippi, which falls inco the 
gulph of Mexico; the Miff'ouri, which mixes with 
this laft, and till their junCtion is in nothing inferior to 
it; and a fifth, which runs as they fay, weftward, 
and confequently difcharges its waters into the South
Sea. It is a great pity that this lake was not known 
co chofe learned men who have fought for the cer
re1l:rial paradife all over the world; it might have 
been placed here with at lea1l: as great propriety as 
in Scandinavia. I do not, however, warrant all 
thefe facts, which are fupported only by the accounts 
of travellers, and much lefs what the Indians have 
related, that in the neighbourhood of t;1e Lake of 
the Affiniboils, there are men refembling tne Europe
ans, who are fettled in a country where gold and 
filver are fo common, that they are employed in 
the meaneft ules. Father Marquette, who dirco
vered the Miffiffippi in ,67~' fays in his relation, 
that the Indians not only talked to him of the river 
which runs from this lake v. elt. ware) but Iikewife 
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added, that they had feen large £hips at its mouth. 
It appears betides, that the Affidiboils are the fame 
people who in the old maps are marked under the 
name of PoualakJ, and of whom fome accounts 
fay, that their country is contiguous to that of the 
Chriftinaux or Killiftinons. 

The Algonquin and Huron languages £hare be
twixt them almoft all the Indian nations of Canada, 
with whom we have any commerce. A perfon well 
acquainted with both might travel over above fif
teen hundred leagues of a country without an in
terpreter, and make himfelf underftood by above 
a hundred different nations, who have each of them 
their peculiar language. The Algonquin particu
larly has a prodigious extent. It begins at Aca
dia and the gulph of St. Laurence, and makes a 
circuit of twel ve hundred leagues, turning from 
tbe fouth eaft by the north to the fouth-weft. It is 
even faid, that the Makingans or Wolves, and the 
greateft part of the Indians of New-England and 
Virginia lpeak dialeCts of this language. 

The Abenaquis, or Conibas bordering upon New
England, have, for their neareft neighbours the 
Etechemins, or Ma!icites in the country about the 
river Pentagoet, and further to the eaft are the Mic
m{lks or Souriquois, whofe country is properly Ac
cadia, all along the coaft of the gulph of St. Lau
rence as far as Gafpey, whence a certatO author has 
called them GajpejJans, as well as the neighbour
ing iilands. Going up the river St. Laurence, you 
do not meet with any Indian nations at preient till 
you come to Saguenay. Yet when Canada was dif
covered and fome years afterwarcl s, feveral 1 ndian 
nations were found in that territory, which fpread 
themfelves over the iOand of Anticoili, towards rhe 

moun-



mountains of Notre Dame, Jnd along the northem 
fide of the river. Thofe molt frequenrly mention
Ld in ancient accounts arc the BerjitZmitcs, the P api
nachois, and the A!cll'a~nez, who were likewife 
calJed, efp::cially the latt{ r, the i'/e;'ici' ,,'i.:Oiiqa'I/ , 
on account of their dwelling on the lower part of 
the river with refpeCt to ~ebec; bm the greace!l: 
part of the refl: are reduced [Q a few familic:s whic:1 
you meet with, [omecimes in one place fometimes 
in another. 

There were fame nations v:hich llfed to come 
down to the colony fro111 the northern pari:;, fame
times by the ~'a~ucnC!y, bLt oftener by 'Freis Ri
"v'ied;, of \\ hom we have heard no men (on made 
t()I" fome time part. Such we e among([ others the 
JL'i,,',!ih,;:""OS, who came from a great difbnce, and 
w,cr\' [urrounded by feveral o:hu' na:iO:1S \', ho e:;· 
r'~nrl,cJ themfelves to the country about Lake St. 
j, ~,;!, and as f,lr as the Lil:~) of the JJ.j?<~/!;';/,( and 
,\,',::I/;(!;I. Thl<C are almolt all put to the fword 
by the I:-"iUOI'i, or ddhoytd by oiibTIpers, a con
lequence or the I11i:~ry the (;11' of th-cfe b,lrbdrians 
has rc:duced them to; which i, much to b' r-:CiC

ted, as they WC'-=: a people \';ith,)ll[ vice, ~of a 
mild temper, and might have ke:J eauly gainEd 
over to Jelus Chri!l, and to the intrcrd1: of the 
French nltio:1. Between ~}e'~ec 2nd >; (:ltrc~ll, 
and towards Trois h ivie"es we {jill nnd:J. few AI
gO!l,llins who trade \vith (,Ie French, but do nor 
)orm a village. In the t:me of the firl1: dilcoveries 
this nation l;();:; ((~,l d;: the n,.'1 them fide of the ri
V,';", from <OJ;:;);(, Whf,'C 1'], ChampiJin found 
them fettled ai1d lil~,de an ani,;::l~ '.',';,11 :::.Jl1, as 
{lr as the lJ.l.;.C' o~ s~. FC:'~_·~-. 

From 
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From the j'":and of Montreat, always ta1:ing a 

north rmJr~e, ':Oll find a few villages of the ,Yi,,J
jings, the 'iclllij:,!;;!i;;gs, the crites de Boule, or RI-IIi!d
bred;, the fl"n/.:c!li'J, and ()U!(I:l;(f)'J. The £irf},' 
who were the true Algonquins, and have alone 
prelerved the Algonquin language in its purity, have 
given their name to a (mal] hke lying between lake 
Huron, and the ri\'er of th~ Outaways. The Te
mifcamings polItE; the banks of another {jnalll~ke, 
whlch likewile be:m their name, and feems to be 
the true fouree of the river of the Outaways. The 
ROLlndheads are at no great diftanee, who have their 
name from the roundr.efs of their heads; they think. 
there is a great beauty in this figure, and it is very 
probable the mothers give it to their children, 
while in their cradics: The), mikolJ~;s, otherwife 
called the nation of the B (IV r, are reduced almon: 
to nothing; the fc w remaining of them are found 
in the iOand jtIr:J,i!NwiZ:: in the northern part of 
1 ake H mono The Outaways who were formerly 
Vtr;: numerous inhabited the banks of that great ri
ver whieh bears their n:lme, and of which the V 
pretended to be the lords. I know not but of thre·e 
villages of them, very indifferently peopled, of 
which 1 Ihall fpeak in the fequel. 

Between Lake Huron and Lake Superior, even 
in the £freight itrdf, by which the fccond di[
charges its w,'.rers into the firit, there is a fall called 
by llS Sau,'t St. A1arie, or the Fall of St. M::ry. 
The country round abollt it W:JS formerly peopled 
by J ndians, who it is faid came from the fouthern 
ban 1:5 of Lal~e Superior, and were called Stlit/feu,'s, 
that is to fay, Jl7hilbit(ln!s of the Fati. This name 
"as probably given them to fave the labour of pro
nouncing that which they gave themfelves, whicli1 
COl.lld not pol1ibly be done withollt taking breath 
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two or three times *. There is no nation, at leall: 
that. I know of, fettled on the banks of Lake Su
perior; but in the pofts which we pollefs there a 
trade is carried on with the Chrifiinaux, who come 
from the north-eaft, and fpeak the Algonquin lan
guage, and with the Affiniboils, who come from 
the north-welt. 

Lake Michigan, which is almoft parallel to Lake 
Huron, into which it difcharges itfelf, and is fepa
rated from it by a peninfula, about a hundred leagues 
in length, growing continually narrower towards 
the north, has but few inhabitants on its banks; I 
do not even know if ever any nation was fixed there, 
and it is without foundation, that it has been called 
in fome maps the lake of the Illinois. Going lip the 
River St. Jofeph, the waters of which it receives, you 
find two villages of different nations, who have come 
from fome other place not long fince. On the 
weft fide of this lake is a large bay, extending eight 
and twenty leagues to the fauth, and called the Baye 
des Puans, or fimply the Bay. Its entrance is very 
large, and interfperfed with ifiands, fame of which 
are from fifteen to twenty leagues in circumference. 
They were formerly inhabited by the Poutewatamies, 
whofe name they bear, excepting fome few on the 
right hand, where tliere are ftill fome Indians called 
Noquets. The Poutewatamies poffefs at prefent one 
of the fmalleft of thefe ifiands, and have befides 
two other villages, one at the river St. Jofeph, and 
the other at the Narrows. At the bottom of this 
bay are the Sakis and Otchagras, which laft are like
wife called PUans or Stinkards, for what reafon I 
know not; but before you arrive amongft them you 
leave upon your right hand, another finall nation 
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called Malhomines, or Foiles Avoires; that is, wild 
Oat-Indians. 

A fmall river very much incommoded with falls, 
difcharges itfelf into the bottom of this bay, and is 
known under the name of the Riviere des Renards, 
or, river of the Foxes, on account of its neigh
bourhood to the Ou/agamies, commonly called the 
Renards or Foxes. All this country is extremely 
beautiful, and that which l1retches to the fouth
ward as far as the river of the Illinois is ftill more 
fo; it is, however, inhabited by two fmall nations 
only, who are the Kicapous, and the MuJcoutins. 
Some of our geographers have been pleafed to give 
the latter the title of the Nation of Fire, and their 
country that of the Land of Fire. An equivocal 
expreffion has given rife to this denomination. 

Fifty years ago, the Miamis were fetded on the 
fouthern extremity of Lake Michigan, in a place 
called Chicagou, from the name of a imall river, 
which runs into the lake, the fource of which is 
not far diftant from that of the river of the Illi
nois ; they are at prefent divided into tHree villages, 
one of which ftands on the river St. J ofeph ; the 
fecond on another river which bears their name, and 
runs into Lake Erie, and the third upon the river 
Ouabache, which empties its waters into the Mif
(lfippi; thefe laft are better known by the appella
tion of Ouyatanons. There can be no doubt, that 
this nation and the Illinois were not long ago the 
fame people, confidering the great affinity which is 
obferved between their languages; but I 1hall be 
able to fpeak of this with greater certainty when I 
{hall be on the fpot. I 1hall only obferve farther, 
that the greateft part of the Algonquin nations, if 
we except thofe who are farther advanced to the 
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fduthward, bufy themfeives very little in cultivating' 
the around, but he aimolt entin·Jy by fij11ing and 
hunting, and are Iikewi[e very Ettle diCpo,cd to a [e
dentary life. A pl~lrality ,it wives is in u[e amonglt 
rome of them; ycc fo far from encreafJng, they dimi
ni:h every day. There is not boe l1Jtion in which 
the:'e are reckoned above fix tholl[and fods, and in 
fome there are not above two thou[and. 

The Huron Ja'1:>,ll::;e is not [0 extenlive as the 
Algonquin, which is undoubtedly owing to the na
tions whv [pe3k it, having always been of a leIS 
\\amiering dllpa;l:ion than the AJgonquin~. J fay, 
the H Llnn b 1";1I::~~e, to cont~)rm myfelf to the 
opinion moll: commonly received, for fome flill 
maintain, that the froquoife is the mother tongue; 
be this as it will. all the 1 ndians to the lomhward 
of the river St. Laurence, from the river Sorel to 
the extremity of Lake Eri~, and even bordering 
upon Virgi;lia, belong to this lan'l;uag~, and who
ever is acquainted \\ ith the Huron undetltands 
them all. It, dialeCts are multiplied extremely, and 
there are almon: as many as there are villages. The 
five cantons which compo!e the Iroquois republick, 
have each their O\vn, an', a:l that was heretofore in
differently called Huron was not the fame lan
guage. I have not been able to learn to what lan
guage the Cherckees belong, a pretty numerous na
tion, inhabiting thofe van: meadows between Lake 
E,i: and the l\limnippi. 

But it ought to be obferved, that as the greateft 
p 1rt of the! naians of Canada have had at an times' 
an intercourfe with One ~nother, lometimes as allies, 
fometimes as enemies, thOUg:l the three mother
tonguts of which I have fpoken have no fort of 
affinity or ~\n~'~ogy with one another, thefe people, 
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have, notwithfranding found means to do bufinefs 
together without havmg occaIion for an interpre
ter; whether tbrough long cuftom they nave ac
quired a facility of making themfelves underftood 
by figns; Oi, whether they have formed a .tOrt of 
a common jargon which they have learned by prac
tice. I am juft now informed I muil: embark, I 
fuall conclude this article the firft lc:ifure I have. 

1 ba',:e the hon,our to be, &c. 

V Vi... r. r LETTER 
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L E T T E R "';''-1 I ...•. (~.. . 

Fo),age to Catarocoui. Difcriptioll Of tbe coun
try, m:d of tbe Rapides or falls in the river 
St. Lawrence. D'je, itt/eJl and jitl/atioll cf 
the Fort. O\'1"lz[/cr and genius if the Imlg"a
gs and llilthllS if Canada. Orgill (f the 
war bd'i.utr?n the Iroquois and AIg<)I;!~i:1G. 

Mddam, 

I Set out from the Fall of St. Le-,;s on the 1ft of 
l'vlay, after cluring my laft epifl:L:, and lay at 

rhe wefl:ern extremity of the if1and of \,lollt'cJI, 
where I did not however arli':c till mi;r:ight. On 
the morrow I employed the whole m')rning in virit
ing this country, vrh:ch is exceeding fine In the 
afternoon I croiTed Lake :'t. Lewis, to go to the 
place called les Ca/cades, where I found fuch of my 
people, as had gone dile·~tl)' thither, employed in 
fewing their canoe, which they had Jet fall, as they 
were carrying it on their !boulders, and which was 
thus Jpli[ from one end to the otI:er. This, Ma
dam, is the pleafure, and at the fame time the in
~onvenience of travelling in ruch iCl1:.!l '.'Chdcs, the 
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leart th;ng in the world-breaks them, but then the 
remedy :5 both re:dy and eafy: all you have to do, 
is to provide yourftlf with a fLlfficient quantity of 
bark, ;:;~lm, and roots; be fides, there are few places 
w!".:re \, ou may not m~'et with gum and roots fuffi
(it!l~ tvr ftit..:l:ing your canoe. 

"What they call Z(S C cje-ades, is a rap ide or fall, !i
tmted exaftly at the upper end of the iOand Perrot, 
w!.ich Jeparates lake St. Lewis from the lake des 
di"X ;1-/0,lItl'g:L'J. To fhun this, you keep a liItle to 
the right, and make your canoes So empty over a 
part of the river called Ie 'I'rctt: yOll afterwards bring 
them on lhore, and thell make OVET a carrying place 
of hJlf a quarter of a league; that is to fay, you 
Cli"y your c,n02 and all your baggage on your 
l1wLUns. This is to !hun a {econd rapidr: called 
Ie B uiffoll or the bulb, being a fine {heet of water, 
h!l:ng from a flat 10c']: of about a foot and a half 
high. One might be delivered from this trouble by 
hollowing a little the bed of a fmall river, wh'ich 
(;iI-;'-l~,trges itCelf into another above the Cafl:ades. 
The ~XpClCe: would be no bl'~~t matter. 

Ab,)ve the P::uif{OI!, the ll,'cr is a large quaner of 
a league broad, and r[:e lands on both !ides are ex
(J'cr;r and well '",coded. They begin to clear thofe 
lyin; on the nuthern b~d~, an..! It v,ouLl be nry 
e"fy i') make a hic!'\';;'Y ~":"(Xl1 the point oppo!ite to 
the jn~nd of i\':,:l1tfc:,l, as far as the hcj«ht or creek 

b 

c..iLd L{J G.:!!'!:". By this means one might /hun 
a pa:rJ;e of forty leagues, and a navigation render
ed ~Imoft impr.lCtic~ble with R.:pdcs, and aiw:lYs ex
cedIng ted,ous. A tort would even be better placed at 
fA Ga!ette, \\ here it would alfo be of more fervice 
than at Catarocoui, becaufe not a fina-Ie canoe can 
pafs it without bt:ing Leu; ", i1~rC:~ls ~ Cat:lrocoui, 

they 
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they may nip thro' between the inane-Is without he
ing perceived. Morever, the lands about La (7,,
lette are excellent, and for this reafon there mull al
ways be plenty of proviuons, which would fave a 
confiderable expence. Befides, a veffd might fail 
from hence to Niagara in t\\O dJYS with a favour
able wind. One of the objects in view, in build
ing the fort of Cataracoui, was the commerce with 
the Iroquois; but thore Indians would as readily 
come to Let Gtzldte as to Catarocoui. They would 
indeed have a little farther to travel, but they would 
ihun a palfage of eight or ten leagues crofs lake Cn
rario: laflly, the fort at Galette would cover the 
whole country lying between the river or the Oma
wais and the river St. Lawrence; for this country 
cannot be attacked on the fide towards the river, by 
reafon of the Rapidfs, and nothing is more eary than 
to defend the banks of the great river. lowe thefe 
obfervations to a commiiTary of the marine, who 
was fent by the king in 1706 to viut all the remote 
parts of Canada. 

The fame l~"lY, the 3d of May, I advanced three 
leagues, and arrived at the place called AI/X C'drs. 
This is the third fall or rapide, and has taken its 
name from the great number of cedars which were 
formerly in this place: but they have fince [)len 
monly cut down. On the 4th I could get no far
ther than to the fourth rapid, called Ie CO/f(!1t de Lar, 
tho' no more than two leagues and a half from the 
preceding, becaufe one of my canoes happened to 
fplit near it. Your Grace \\:11 tlGt be furpriLd ac 
the frequency of thefe ihipwrtcks, after you have 
been informed of the conltruction of thefe diminitive 
gondolas. I think I have already told you tbere are 
two lorts of them; the one of the bark of elm, 
wider, and of very coarfe workmannlip, but com-
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monly the largefl:. I know no nation but the IrC)o 
<,uois, "hich have any of this fort. The others are 
of the bark of the birch tlH, of a breadth lefs pro
portioned to their length, and much better and 
neater b'Jilr. It is the:e lamr I am going to de
kribe to you, as all the French, and almoft all the 
Indians ufe no other. 

They extend the pieces of bark, which are very 
thllk on flat and extremely thin timbers of Ledar
wooJ. All thefe timbers from head to ftern are 
kept in form by little cro[~ bars, which form the dIf
ferent feats in the canoe. Two girders of the fame 
materi~lls, to which thefe bars are fafl:ened or lc\\ed, 
bind the whole fabric. Bet\\'l'en the timbers and 
the bark are inferred fmall pieces of cedar, Hill more 
l1ender than the timecTs, and which !or all that con
tr,b,:te to frrengthen the canec', the two extremities 
of \\h;ch riJ-::' gelitly, and terminate in two fuarp 
points bending inwards, Thefe two extremities are 
l'l"rfcctly aH;:.e; fo that in order to go backward,. 
lLe cmoe-men have only to change offices. He 
\vho happens to ce c-:h:nd f,(~rS \\ith his oar, fril! 
rowing at t!~t' fame til1~~; and the chief employ
ment of he who is fcrwards, i:.; to take care that the 
Genoe touch nothing that may break it. They aU 
fit low down, or on their Lntcs, a;~d their oars are 
;! [(lrt of r::,\Ues from five to fix feet long, con~
monly (~' m:;;)\~. But wh:co th~y are to item any 
i1:rong current, tbey are obliged to make tlfe of a
pule, and to nand upright, 3.nd this is called picqi:cr 
Ie f I,'!, or piercing the bottum. They mufr be 
well experienced LO be able to preferve their balance 
in this wc:'k, for nothing can be lighter, and confe
quently eafier to overfet, than thefe vehicles, the 
largeil: of 1\i1ic;1, \\ith their \"hClk 10adinO', do not 
(;. J..v a':m't half:'. foot w.;tc r • 0 
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The bark of which they are built, as well as the 

titnbers, are fewed with the roots of fir-tn:es, which 
are more pliant, and lefs apt to dry than the orier. 
All the feams are gummed within fide and without, 
but they muft be examined every day, to fee whe
ther the gum has fcaled off. The largeft canoes 
carry twelve men, two and twO, and four thoufand 
weight, or two tons. Of all the Indians, the mo,t 
expert builders are the Outawais, and in general 
the Algonquin nations excel the Huron Indians in 
this trade. There are few French who can make a 
canoe even fo much as tolerably well, but in con
ducting them, they are at leaft full as (ure to truft 
to as the natives. as they exercife themfelves at it 
from their infancy. All thefe canoes, t:.e fmaJldt 
not excepted, carry fail, and with a favourable wind, 
make twenty· leagues a-day. V\: ithout fails you 
muft have able canoe-men, to make twelve in Hill 
,vater. 

From Coteau de Lac, to lake St. Francis, \rou 
have only a large half league. This lake whi~h I 
croffed on the 5th, is feven leagues long, and at 

. moft three in breadth where broadeft. The lands 
on both fides of it are lew, but feem indiiF::-efl~ 
oood. The rOllt from Montreal thither lit::; fome
~hat fouth-weft, and lake St. Francis lies weft~ 
fouth wefl: and eaft-fouth eaft. I encamped imme
diately above it, and in the night was awa)zt:l1cJ 
with piercing cries, as of people making ba:enta
tions. I was frightened at firft, but they [uon ::r;;dc 
me eafy, by telling me that it was a kind of cormo
rants cailed lizlilrls from their howling. They alfa 
told me thele howlings were a fign of wind the nexli 
day, and it actually was fo. 
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On the lixth I pa{fed what they call les Chcfilau).· 

du Lac. 1 his they call the channels, formed by a 
multitude of inands. which occupy almoft all the ri
ver in this place. I never raw a more charming 
country, and the foir appears excellent. The reft 
of the day we did nothing but clear the rapides: the 
moft conuderJble called Ie i11ou imet, terrified me only 
to look at it, and we had much ado to extricate OUf

felves fi'om it. I made however this day, llmoll 
feven leagues, and encamped at the foot of the fall 
called Ie long Sault: this is a i"(?pik half a league in 
length, \\ here canoes cannot Clil up, but h:::lf load
ed. y..,r e pa{fed it on the; th in the morning. Vife 
~fterwards went on till three in the afternoon under 
fail, \,:"h('n the rain ob:iged us to encamp', and de
tained us all next day. rhere even ftll on the 8th a 
::tde Jnow, and on the nioht it froze as in France 
in the month of January. "-\Ve were however under 
the fame paL;lld with Languedoc. On the ninth \\e 
]Jaffed Ie 1(('/,::1,' j'.' .. 't, or flat fall, about feven league!; 
from (he Sact-"/, and five from Ie Caiols, which i!; 
t:1e ]all: of the S.i7f;,b. La Galette is a league and 
a half Lrther, \\ htre \','e arrived on the loth. I 
could ;1C':([' k.-ve wearied of admiring the country 
between this creek :;:nd the G8.11ots. It is impoilible 
to fee nobler forefts. r remar!~~d efpecially o,il~s of 
an amazing height. 

Five or fix Jeagues from ]a Galette, is an ifland 
ra!ke! Tonihata, the foil of which appears tolerably 
fe; tile, a:KI which is about bIt" a leaoue 10n 0' • An co D 
Iror;'1ois, caIled the Ouaker, for what realon 1 know 
I.e:; a man of excflkm good fenft, and much de
voted to the irene;I, had obtained the riaht to it 
fro~11 the C ():rpte de Frontenac. and he fuew9 his 
F,lterJ' to every body that deurcs to fee it. He has 
h:)\ve',er [aU his 10rJ!hip for four tcls of brandy; 
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but he has referved the ufufruit for his own life, and 
has got together on it eighteen or twenty families of 
his own nation. I arrived in his if1and on the 12th, 
and paid him a viflt. I found him at work in his 
garden; this is not ufual with the Indians; but this 
perron affeers to follow all the French manners. He 
received me very well, and would have regaled me, 
but the fine weather invited me to purflle my voy
age. I took my leave of him, and went to pafs the 
night two leagues from hence in a very pleafant 
fpot. I had ftill thirteen leagues to fail before I 
could reach Catarocooi; the weather was fine, and 
the night very clear; this prevailed with us to em
oark at three in the morni-ng. We palled thro' the 
middle of an archipelago called the thoufand iOands, 
and I am fully perfLladed there are above five hUI1-
dred of them. After you have got from among 
them, you have only a league and an half to fail to 
reach Catarocoui. 'I he river here is opener, and is 
full half a league over. You leave afterwards on 
your right three large creeks of a good depth, aru:! 
on the third the fort 1tands. 

This fort has four baf1:ions built of fione, which 
occupy a quarter of a league in circuit. Its fituation 
is truly exceeding pleafant. The banks of the river 
prefent on all fide landlkips of great variety, which 
is alfo the cafe at the entry r)f lake Ontario, at no 
mo,"e than a !hart league's diCtance: it is adorned 
with a number of iflands or different extent, all of 
thelll well wooded, and without any thing to con
fine the profpeer on that flde. This lake bore for 
fcJt11e time the r,ame of St. Lewis, it afterwards ob
tained that of Frontenac, as did alfo the fort of C~
tarocoui. of which Count Frontenac was the foun
der. The l.11:e however infenfibly recovered its an-
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c;ent arr,::',laticn, which,is Huron in Iroquois, and 
the furt that of the place where it ftands. 

The foil from la Galette hither is barren enough, 
but this IS only on the out fkirts; beyond that it is 
excellent. There is oppollte to the fort a very plea
fant ifland in the middle of the river. 1 hey for
merly put fome hogs in it, which multiplied greatly, 
and w; .ole name it bears. There are two other unall 
Wands below this, and half a league diftant from each 
other; one is called I'We aux Cecires, and the other 
l'lfle aux Cerfs. The creek of Catarouoi is double, 
that is, there is a point very near the middle which 
advances a great way into the water, and under 
which there is excellent anchoring ground for the 
largefi veffels. Monr. de la Salle, fo celebrated for 
his difcoveries and misfortunes, who was once lord 
of Catarocoui, and governor of the fort, had two 
or three veffels here which were funk, and are fiili 
to be leen. Behind the fort is a morafs, which fwarms 
with game. This is at once a diverfion, and an ad
vantage to the garrifon. There was formerly a very 
large commerce carried on at this place, elpecially 
with the Iroquois, and it was to hinder them from 
carrying their furs to the Englifh, and to hold them~ 
felves in refpcEt:, the fort was built. But this com
merce laficd not hlg, and the fort has not been 
able to prevent thofe Barbarians from doing us a
bundance of mifcLid. They have ftill a few fami
k s without the fort, as well as fome of the ivfijfz/a
gut'':::, an Algonquin nation, who have ftill a towl1 
on the wefiern !hore of lake Ontario, another at 
Niagara, 3i1:..; a third at Ie Detrod, or the Nar
rows. 

I found here, 1\ 1 adam, an occafion of fending my 
letters to Qlebec; I am going to lay hold of iome 
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hours leifme to fill this with what I have ftill to in. 
form you of, with refpect to the different languages 
of Canada. Thofe who have ftudied them to the 
bottom, pretend that the three of which I formerly 
made mention, have all the marks of primitive lan
guages: and it is certain that they have not any 
cummon origin. Their prononnciation would be 
alone fufDcient to prove this. The Sioux J~dian hif
fes rather than fpeaks. The Huron knows none of 
the labial letters, fpeaks tluo' the throat, and afpi
rates almoft all the fyllables ; the Algonquin pronoun
ces with a fofter tone, and fpeaks more naturally. 
I have not been able to learn any thing particular, 
with relpea to the firft of thefe three tongues; but our 
ancient mifIionaries have laboured much on the two 
others, and on their principal dialects: the follow
ing is what I have heard laid by the moft able of 
them. 

The Huron language has a copioufnefs, an ener
gy, and a noblends, which are fcarce to be found 
united in any of the Dneft we know, and thofe whofe 
native tongue it is, tho' but a handful of people. 
ftill retain a certain elevation of foul, which agrees 
much better with tl,e majefty of their difcourfe, 
than with the wretched eftate to which they are re
duced. Some have imagined they found lome re
femblance wi.h the Hebrew in it; others, and a 
much O'reater, pretend that it has the fame origin 
with th~[ of the Greeks; but nothing can be more 
frivolous than the proofs they alledge in fupport of 
it. \ \' e ~1 re in a Ipec:iJI manner to beware of re
lying on the vocabulary of the Friar Gch'ic! Soyhr!rd 
a h.ecollect, which has been cited in favour of this 
opinion: Il,lllefs on that of James Cartier, and of 
the Baron de la Hontan. 1 hefe three authors took 
aG random a few words, fome from the Huron, and 
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others from the Algonquin tongues, which they 'Very 
ill remembered, and which often lignified fomething 
very different from what they imagined, How many 
errors have been occalioned by fuch mittakes in tra
vellers! 

The Algonquin language has not the fame force 
,,:ith the Huron, but much more fweetnefs and ele
gance. Both have a richnefs of expreilion, a varie
ty of turns and phrafc:s, a propriety of diction, and 
a regularity, which are perfeClly ail:oni/hing. But 
what is ftill more wonderful is, that amongil: Ear· 
bJrians, who never il:udied the graces of elocution, 
and who never knew the ufe of letters or wri[ing, they 
never introduce a bad word, an improper term, or 
a faulty conrtl'uCtion, and that the very children re
tain the (arne purity in their lighteft and molt fami
liar difcourfe. 

Belides, their manner of animating whatever they 
fay leaves no room to doubt their comprehending all 
the force of their expreffions, and all the beauty and 
delicacy of their language. The dialeCts which are 
derived from both, have retained neither the fame 
force nor the fame graces. The Tfonnonthouans 
for infl:ance, one of the five Iroquoife cantons, pafs 
amongil: the Indians for being the moil: rufl:ick in 
their i~eech of any Indians. 

In the Huron langu.1ge every word is infleCted 
or conjllgated; there is a certain art which I cannot 
well explain to you, by which they diitinguifh 
Yt'rL;S from nouns, pronouns, adverbs, &c. Simple 
verbs have a twofold conjucration ; one abfolure, _ 0 

and the other relative or reciprocal. The third per. 
fons have two genders, which are all known in 
their tongues: to \\it, the noble and ignoble. As 

for 
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for number and ten fe, they have the fame difference 
as the Gree:, s. For inftance, to relate the accolJnt 
of a voyage, you ufe a different expreffion, if it is by 
land, from that you would make ufe of had it been 
by water. Active verbs are multiplied as often as 
there are different objects of their action. Thus the 
verb which fignifies to eat, has as many different 
variations as there are different forts ot eatables. 
The action is differently exprelfed of an animated or 
in:lnimate thing: thus, to fay you fee a man or you 
fee a fione, you mufi make nfe of two difterent 
verbs. To make ufe of any thing which belongs 
to him who ufes it, or to the perfon to whom 
he addrelfes himfelf, there are fo many difterent 
verbs. 

There is fomething of all this in the Algonquin 
language, but the manner of it is different, and I 
am by no means in a condition to inform you of it. 
However, Madam, if it fhould follow from the 
little I have been tellic,g you that the richnels and 
variety of thefe languages render them exprefly dif
ficult to be learned, the poverty and barrennefs into 
which they have fince fallen caufe an equal confu
fion. For as thele prople, when we firl~ cegun to 
have any intercourie with them, were ignorant of 
every thing which was not in ufe among themfelves. 
or which tell not under the cognizance of their fen
fts, they wanted terms to expre(s them, or elre had 
let them fall into de(uetnde and obfcurity. Thus 
having no regular form of worJ11ip, and forming 
confuled ideas of the deity and of every thing relating 
to religion, and never reflecting on any thing but the 
objects of their fenfes, or matters which concerned 
themfelves or their own affairs, which were fufficient
ly connnfd, and being never accuftomed to difl~ourfe 
of virtues, paffians, and many other matters which 

are 
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:;re the common fubjeCl:s of converfation with liS, as 
they neither cultivated the arts, except fuch as were 
neceffary to them, and which were reduced to a 
very fmall number; nor any fcience, minding only 
[uch things as were within the reach of their capa
city, and having no knowledge or defire of fllper
fiuities, nor any manner of luxury or refinement; 
when lIe had occafion to fpeak of all thefe topicks 
to them, there was found a prodigious void in their 
language, and it became neceffary, in order to be 
underftood by them, to make ufe of troublefome 
and perplexing circumlocutions to both them and us. 
So that after learning their language, we were un
der a necefiity to teach them a new one partly compof
ed of their own terms, and partly of our>, in order to 
facilitate the pronollnciation of it. As to letters or 
characters they had none, and they fllpplied this 
want by a fort of hieroglyphicks. Nothing coo
founded them more than to fce us exprefs OUI'

felves in writing with the fame eaft: as by word of 
mouth. 

If anyone fhould alk me how I C11W to know 
that the Sioux, Huron and Algonkin languages are 
mother tongues rather than fome others, 'tV hich we 
look upon as dialects of thefe, I an(wcr that it is 
impoffible to be miO:aken in this point, and I alk 
no other Proof of it than :he words of Monr I' Abbe 
Dubos, which I have already cited: but ]ai1Iy, as 
we cannot judge in this cafe but by comparifon, if 
by fuch refleCtions we are able to dttermine that all 
the languages of C ~nada are derived from thefe 
three already mentioned, I will acknowledge they 
do not amount to an abfoillte proof of their being 
primitive, and as old as the firO: infiitution or inven
tion of languages. I add, tic.t all there nations have 

1},:n;,: 
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fomewhat ot the AGatic genius in their difcourfe, 
which gives a figurative turn and expreffion to 
things, and which is what has probably made lome 
~onclude that they are of AGatic extracbon, which 
is moreover probable enough in other relpetl:s. 

Not only the nations of the Huron language have 
always occupied themfelves more than the other In
dians in huibandry and cultivation of their lands; 
they have alio been leis difperfed, which has produ
ced two effeCts; for firft, they are better fettled, 
lodged and fortified, but have alfo always been un
der a better fort of police, and a more diflinc1 and 
regular form of government. The quality of chief, 
at leal1 among the true i~urons who are Tionnon
tatez, is always hereditary. In the [e('('nd place, 
till the wars of the I roquois, of which Wt have been 
witnefTes, tbe:r cuuntry was the moil: populous, tho' 
polygamy never was in ufe in it. 1 hey have alfo 
the charaCter of being the moit induftriolls, moil: 
laborious, moft expert in the mwagemcnt of their 
affairs, and moft prudent in their conduCt, \\hich 
can be attributed to nothing but to that fpirit ot to
dety which they have better retained than the 
others. This is in a fpecial mannEr remarked of 
the Hurons, who formmg at preknt but one nation 
pr people, and being reduced 'to two middling vil
lages very remote from each other, are, notwith
ftanding the foul of all their councils in all matters 
regarding the commllnity. ' fis true that notwith
ftanding this difference, which is not to re difco
vered at firft glance, [here is a ihong refemblance in 
the genius, manners, and cuftoms of all the Incli;1l1s 
of Canada; but this is owing to the mutual com
merce they have carried on with each other for 
many ages. 

This 
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This is the proper place to take notice of the go': 

vernment of thefe 1 ndians, as well as of their culToms 
and relia-ion: but I can as yet difcover nothing but 
a chaos ~nd confufion, which it is impoffible for me 
to unravel. You would certainly blame me fhould 
J, like certain travellers, fiU up my journal with 
every thing I had heard, without giving myfelf any 
trouble to afcertain the truth, and lhould retail to 
you all the extl:avagant ftories, charged to the ac
count of our Indians, or which have probably been 
drawn from their traditions. Thefe traditions are 
moreover fo very uncertain, and almoft always con
tradict themfdves fo grofiy, that it is almoft impoffible 
to pick out any thing certain or coherent. In fact, 
how {hould a people fuch as they have been found 
really to be, how fhould fm:h perlons tranfmit a 
faithful account of what has paffed amonglT them 
fo many ages, finee without any means of eafing or 
~ffifl:ing their memory? And can it be conceived 
that men who think 10 little of the future, lhould 
have fo much concern about the paft, as to prefetve 
faithful regifl:ers of it? Thus, after all the re
fearches that could pofIibly be made, we are yet in 
the dark and to ieek, as to the fituation of Canada, 
when we firlT difeovered it towards the middle of the 
fixtcenth century. 

The fole point of their hinory which has come 
down clothed with any degree of probability, is 
the origin of the war, which Monf. Champlain 
found kindled between the Iroquois on one fide, 
and the Hurons and Algonquins on the other, and 
in which he engaged much too far for our real inte
relTs. I have ever been unable to difcover the epo
cha of it, but I do not believe it of very old ftand
ing. I will not put an end to this letter with this 
account: but I warn you before hand, that I don't 

pretend 
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pretend to vouch for this hiftorical piece, tho' I hav¢ 
it from pretty good hands. 

The Algonquins, as I have already obferved, 02-

cupied all that tract: of country lying between ~le
bee, and pollibly from TadoufTac to the Lake Ni
piffing. running along the north /hore of the river 
St. Lawrence, and tracing upwards the great river; 
which dikharges itfelf into the former above the 
ifiand of Montreal. This would incline us to judge 
that this people was then pretty numerous, and it is 
certain it has long made a very great figure in this 
part of America, where the Hurons only were able 
to difpute the fuperiority with them over all the reft. 
With refpeCt: to ikill in hunting, they had no equal, 
and frood alfo foremofr in the lias of fame for pro
wefs in war. The few remaining of them at this 
day, have not degenerated from the ancient renown 
of their fathers, nor have their misfortunes in the 
leaft tarni1hed their reputation. 

The Iroquois had concluded a kind of treaty of 
alliance with them, which was equally and greatly 
advantageous to either party, but which too, in the 
eftimation of Indians, (with whom a great huntf
man and great warrior are in equal v~neration) gave 
the Algonquins a real fuperiority over the Iroquois. 
The latter almo1l: wholly taken up with the culti e 

vating their fields, had fripulated to pay a certain 
proportion of their harvefrs to the Algonkins, who 
were on their part obliged to /hare with them th~ 
fruits of their huntings, and to defend them againfr 
all invaders. Thefe two nations lived in harmony 
for a confiderable while, but an unreafonable piece 
of pride in the one, and a certain, fudden, and un
expected difgu1l: on the other, broke all bounds of 
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concord, and embroiled thofe two nations in an ir4 
rcconcileable quarrel. 

As the winter fearon is that of their great hunt
ing, and as the earth being covered with fnow, fur .. 
nilhes no employment to the huiCandman, the In
dians of both confederate l1:ltions joined camps and 
wintered abroad in the forefts. But the Iroquois ge
nerally left the hunting to the Algonquins, and con
tented themfelves with Heaing the beafts, curing their 
fleJh, and drelling the {kins. This is now every 
where the bufine[s of the women: pollibly this was 
not then the cafe: be this as it will, the Iroquois 
were perfectly fatisfied. N ow and then however 
fome p:lrtlcular perfons among them had a fancy to 
make an effay at hunting, the Algonquins making 
no oppofition to this practice. In this they acted 
like bad politicians. It happened one winter that a 
company of the tWEl nations halted in a place where 
they made fure of a fuccefsful hunting; and fix 
young A Igonquins, accompanied with as many Iro
quoite of the fame age, were rent out to begin the 
work. 

They faw at fir!l: a few elks, and immediately 
prepared to give them chace. But the Algonquins 
would not fuffer the Iroquois to accompany them, and 
gave them to underfland that they would have em
ployment enough in fleaing the beafts they Jhould 
catch. As ill luck would have it for thefe br;Jgga4 
docio's, three days pafTed without their beina able 
1.0 kill a lingle elk, tho' they ftarted a great nu~ber. 
This fmall fuccefs mortified them, and probably 
highly pleafed the Iroquois, who earne£l:ly delired 
to be allowed to go fome other way, where they 
flattered themfelves they would prove more fortll
~~t~. Their propo[al was agreed to by the Algon-

quins, 
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quins, juft as David's brethren did formerly; when 
that young Ihepherd aiked leave to go and fight the 
giant Goliah. They told them it was vain to pre
tend to be abler huntfmen than the Algonquios; that 
their office was to turn the glebe, and that it be. 
(arne them to leave the honourable profeffion of 
hunting to their betters, to whom that exercife was 
more fuitable. 

The Iroquois affronted at this anfwer made no 
reply, but on the night following, they fet out pri~ 
vately to hunt. The Algonquins, when they a~ 
woke, were furprifed to find the Iroquois gone, but 
their furprife was foon changed into the moll: violent 
hatred. For the fame evening they had the morti~ 
fication to fee the Iroqur;)is returning loaded with 
the flefh of elks. There are no mortals more fuf
ceptible of an affront, or who carry their refentment 
farther than the Indians. The effects of this were 
fudden, for the Iroquois had fcarce elofed their eyes; 
when they were all butcher'd. Such a murder could 
not be long concealed, and tho' their bodies were 
buried fecretly, it was very foon known to their na
ti.on. They at firft made their complaints with 
great moderation, but they infifted on having juftice 
done on the murderers. They were too much def
pifed to obtain their requeLl:, nor were they thought 
worthy of receiving the fmalleLl: fatisfaCl:ion. 

The Iroquois being thus drove to defpair, came 
to a determined refolution to revenge the contempt 
fhewn them, and piqued themfdves more on punifh
ing this, than even the murder itfelf. They bound 
themfelves by oath to perifh to a man, or to have 
their revenge; but as they did not believe them
felves in a condition to try their fortune againLl: the 
Algonquins, the terror of whofe name alone kept 
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all the other nations in awe, they went to a diftance 
from them, to try thtir ftrength againft fome other 
lefs dreadful enemy, whom they provoked on pur
pole, and after they thought themfe~ve, fufficiently 
inured to warfare, they poured all at once upon the 
Aldonqui.ls, and commenced that war of which we 
fa: only the conclu(ion, and which fet all Canada 
011 fire. This has been continued by the Iroquois 1 

with unparal!ed fury, and with a fiercenefs fo much 
the tn()re dreadful, as it was deliberate, and as it had 
nothing of that headli:rong rage, which hurries men 
';F~ t;,ad meafures, and which is foon over. Be
;-,,'<., I, ,11?:1S never think they have enough of re
venge, (;1 i ~!lly have entirely exterminated their e
n<'mies; w .lch is likewife more true of the Iroquois 
tiL1 11 at r:,e other nati00s. They commonly lay of 
rhf'm_ t .Ie t 'y .:Jvance like foxes, atta"!;. like lions, 
i'd.; ill' like b:rds. Thus they are almoft always 
fiHe ot their blow, and their ('onduct has fucceeded 
fv w. 1 with them, that had 1( not been for the 
[.r.:[\( il, there v;ould nct have been left 1'0 much as 
£:Ie n ,:"ory of any of thofe nations which dared to 
O} Jl~~ themfelyes to this deluge. 

Thofe who futfered mof\: were the Hurons, who 
{;lgaged in this war as allies, auxiliaries, or neigh

,ours to the Algonquins, or becaufe thy lay in the 
i:ay of both. \N e have feen with afl:onilhment one 

d the 1110ft populous and warlike nations on this 
continent, and the moft efteemed of them all either 
or wiluom or bood fenfe, almoft wholly difappear 
1 ~, few years. We may even fay that there is not 

any nation in all this part of America who have not 
1 ·1 very dearly, for the Iroquois bting obliged to 
take up arms, and I know none in all Canada ex-

CI t the Abenaquis, whom they I~a','e not molefted 
in their own countries. Fur after they were once 

entered, 
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entered, and proved their Cllecefs in war, and had tail:
ed of the f weets of conquea, they could no longer re
main (juiet, like Lons, w hofe thira after blood is only 
encreafed by tafting of it. One would hardly imao-ine 
to what an immenlt diftance they have gone to leek 
o·"t their enemies, and to give them battle. 1"ot
withftanding, by dint of making contint1.ll war, as 
they were not without feve-ral checks at different 
times, they have found themfelves extremely dimi
nifhed; and were it not for the naves they have 
made on all hands, moil: of whom they have adopt
ed, their fituation would be equally miferable with 
that of the nations they have fubdued. 

,.",That happened in this refpet!: to the Iroquois, 
may with ftil! more rcafon be faid of the other In
dians in this country, and we are not to wonder if, 
as I have already remarked, thefe nations dimir.ifh 
daily in a very fenuble manner. For tho' their wars 
appear lefs ruinous than ours at firil: fight, they are 
however much more 10 in proportion. The 1T.0il: 
numerous of thefe nations perhaps never contained 
above fixty thoufand louIs, and there fometimes hap
pen battles, in which cafe there is much blood fpilt. 
A furprife, or coup de main, fometimes deftroys a 
whole town; oftentimes the fear of an irruption of 
an enemy makes a v, hole canton be defrrted, vi hen 
the fugitive3 to fhun the fword of the enemy, or 
their tortll:!ng pl1nifhments, expore themLdves to 
die of hunger and mifery in the '.\'0085, or on moun· 
tains, having feldom ltifure or confideration enough 
to carry the necetTary proviuons to fuch places. This 
happened in the laft age to a great number of Hu
rons and Algonquins, whofe fate it has been impoffi
ble to learn. 

I am, &c. 

U3 LETT~R 
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LET T E R XIII. 

Difcription of the country to the river if the 
Onnontagues. Of the }lux and reflux in the 
great lakes of Canada. MaJZ1Zer in wbt'ch the 
Indians jing the war-fong. Of their God of 
War. Manner if declaring war. Of the 
collars if Wampum or Porcelain, and tbe 
Calumet, with their Cz!ftOfllS relating to peace 
and war. 

Anfe de la Famine, May 16th, 1721. 

Madam, 

H ER E I am detained by a contrary wind, 
which has the appearance of lafting fome 

time, and keeping me above a day in one of the 
worft places in the world. I 1hall endeavour to di
vert my chagrin by writing to you. Whole ar
mies of thofe pigeons we call mrtles are continu
ally pailing here, and if one of them would take 
charge of my letters, perhaps, you might hear of 
me before I leave this place; but the Indians have 
not as yet thought of training up thefe birds to this 
piece of dexterity, as it is raid the Arabians and 
fev(tral other nations did formerly. 

U 4 I 



( 3 f2 ) 

I embarked on the J 4th, precifely at the fame 
hour, on which I arrived the evening before at Ca
tarocoui. I had only fix leagues to make, in Of

der to gain the Wand aux Chevreuils, or of Roe
bucks, where there is a good harbour capable of 
receiving large barks; but my Canadians having 
forgot to examine their canoe, and the fun having 
melted the gum in feveral places, it admitted the 
water on all fides, and I was obliged to ftop two 
hours in order to repair it in one of the il1ands at 
the entrance of Lake Ontario; we continued our 
courfe afterwards till paft teh at night, but not be .. 
ing able to gain the iIland aux Cbevreuils, we were 
obliged to p,lls the remainc\er of the night at the 
C8:-::(;, cf the forefr. 

Here I obferved for the firll: time vines in the 
woods. Therc:--were almoll: as many as there were 
trees, and they always climbed quire to their top. 
This Jas the firl1: time I had made this obfervation 
h':"'in0 never flopt before but in open fields; but 
I all} told this continues all the way to Mexico. 
Tbe'fe vines are very thick at bottom, and bear great 
pfenty of grapes, which, however, are no larger 
rhan peafe, but this cannot be.otherwife, feeing they 
are neither pruned nor cultivated. When ripe they 
afford excellent feeding for the bears, who climb to 
the tops of the highd1: trees in queft of them. Af. 
ter all, they have only the leavings of the birds, 
\\]'.:ch would foon rob whole forefts of their 
vinta~e. 

r~c:( day I fet out early in the morning, and at 
eleven o'clock (rcp: at the ifland a:lx Gallots, thre~ 

. leagues beyond the ifbnd aux Chevres, in 43 deg. 
33 m;;;. lat .. I reimbarked a little after mid-day, 
~.!1d made i1. traverfe of a league and a half, in cir

der 
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der to gain the Point (if tbe <J'ra'iJ,rr~; for had I 
coafted along the mai~-land in order to get at that 
place, from that where I fpent the night, I fhould 
have had a cOllPe to make of above forty leagues. 
which way, however, mtHl: be taken when the lake 
is not very calm; for if it be ever fa little a3itated. 
the waves are as heavy as thofe at open fea. it is 
not even porTible to range along the coaft when the 
wind is any thing large. 

From the point of the We t!ux Gallols, you fee 
to the wefi:ward the river of Cbauguen, formerly 
the river of OnlZontaglle, at the difi:ance of four
teen leagues. As the lake was calm, as there was 
no appearance of b3d weather, and as we had a 
fmall breeze at eafi:, jufi: fufficient to fill our fails, 
I took a refoilltion to freer direB:1y for that river, 
in order to fave a circuit of fifteen or twenty leagues. 
My guides who had more experience than I, ima
gined this enterprize hazardous, but yielded our of 
complaifance to my opinion. The beauty of the 
country which lay on the left hand, did not tempt 
me, any more than the falmon and great quantities 
of other excellent filh, which are taken in the fix 
fine rivers, which lie at the difl:ance of two or three 
leagues from one another *. We therefore bore 
away, and till four o'clock had no reafon to repent 
it; but then the wind rore all on a fudden, and 
we {hauld have been very well pleafed to have been 
clore in with the land. \ V e made towards the 
nearefi:, from which we ftill were three leagues, and 
had great difficulty to gain it. At laft about feven 

• The river of Alfumption is a league from the point of the 
TraverCe, that of Sables three leagues farther; th:tt of la Planche 
two leagues beyond the former, tlilt of La Grilncie Famine two 
leagues more, that of La Petite Famini: one league, and that 
of La grofie Ecorce a~other league. • 

Ul 
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in the evening we landed at Anfe d( fa Famine, or the 
Creek ()f Famine, fa called, becaufe M. de]a Barre, 
governor-general of New-France, had very near 
lo!i his whole army there by hunger, and other dif
tempers, when he was going upon an expedition 
againft the Iroquois. 

It was high time we ihould arrive, the wind was 
{hong, and the waves ran fa high that no one durft 
have croffed the Seine oppofite to the Louvre, in 
fuch a fituation as we were then in. This place 
is indeed very proper for deft raying an army which 
fhould depend on hunting and fifhing for fubfift
ence, befiJes that the air feems to be extremely 
unwholfome. Nothing, however, can exceed the 
beauty of the foreft, which covers all the banks of 
this lake. The white and red oaks raife their heads 
as high as the clouds, and there is another trel!! 
of a very large kind, the wood of which is hard 
but brittle, and bears a great refemblance to that 
of the plane-tree; its leaves have five points, are 
of a middle fize, of a very beautiful green in the 
infide, but whitiih without. It has got the name 
of the cotton-tree, becaufe it bears a ihell nearly 
of the thicknels of an Indian Chefnut-tree, con
taining a fort of cotton which, however {eems to 
be good for nothing. 

As I was walking on the banks of the lake I ob
ferved that it fenfibly lofes ground on this fide, 
the land being here :nuch lower and more fandy 
for the fpace of half a league, than it is beyond it. 
I likewile obferved that in this lake, and I am cold 
that the fame thing happens in all the reft; there 
is a fort of flux and reflux almon: inftantaneous, the 
rocks near the banks being covered with water, 
aDd uncovered again feveral times in the fpace of 
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a quarter of an hour, even fhould -the furface of 
the lake be very calm, with fcarce a breath of wind. 
After reflecting for fome time on this appearance, I 
imagined it. was owing to the [prings at the bottom 
of the lakes, and to the fhock of their currents with 
thole of the rivers, which fall into them from all 

"fides, and thus produce thofe intermitting mo
tions. 

But would you believe it, Madam, that at this 
:k: on of the year, and in the 43d deg. of latitude, 
there is not as yet 10 much as a fingle leaf upon 
th- r:ceS, tl:ough we h,lve fometir.1es a$ .:ot wea
ther as with you in the month of July. This is 
undoubtedly owing to the earth's having been co
vered with filow for feveral months, and not being 
as yet fufficiently warm to open the pores of the 
roots, and to caufe the fap to afcend. The GUI;:tie 
and Petite Famine fcarce deferve the name of rivers; 
they are only brooks, efpecially the latter, but are 
pretty well ftocked with fifh. There are eagles 
hel e Qf a prodigious fize, my people have j uft now 
thlown down a neft, in which there was a cart-load 
of wood and two eaglets, not as yet feathered, but 
as big as the largeft Indian pullets. They have eat 
them, and declare they were very good. I return 
to Catarocoui, where, the night I paIred there, I 
was witnefs to a pretty curious icene. 

About ten or eleven o'clock at night, juft as I 
WaS going to retire, 1 heard a cry, which I was told 
'Was the war-cry, and foon after faw a troop of the 
Miffifaquez enter the fort finging all the way. It 
{eems, for fome years paft, thefe Indians have been 
engaged in a war which the Iroquois carried on 
againft the Cherokees, a numerous nation inha~~t
ing Cl fine country to the fouthward of Lake Ene; 

and 
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3nd fince that time theif young men have had a 
ftranae itching to be in aCtion. Three or four of 
thefe bbrayoes equipped a5 if they h3d been going to 
a mafquerade, with their faces painted in fuch a 
manner as to infj)ire horror, and followed by almofl: 
all the Indians in the neighbourhood of the fort, 
aft~r havin rr gone through all the cabbins fino-inIY o ,_, 0 b 

their war tongs to the found of the chichikoue, 
which is a fort of calabafh filled with little flint 
ftones, came to perform the fame ceremony through 
all the apartments in the fort, in order to do ho
nour to the commandant and the rell: of the of
ficers. 

I own to you, Madam, that this ceremony has 
fomething in it which infpires one with horror when 
fcell for the firll: time, and I had not been as yet fo 
fully fenfible as I then was, that I v.'as among bar
barians. 1 heir fongs are at all times melancholy 
and doleful; but here they were to the lall: degree 
frightful, occafionc:d perhaps entirely by the Gbrk
nefs of the night, and the apparatus of this fefiivaJ, 
for fuch it is amongfl: the I ndians. This invit3tion 
was made to the Iroquois, who finding the war 
with the Cherokees begin to turn bmthenfome, or 
not being in tLe humour, required time for deli
beration, after v.hich everyone returned home. 

. It fhould feem, Madam, that in thefe fongs they 
invoke the god of \'.':1r, whom the Hurons call 
Arejkoui, and the Iroquois Agrejk;uf'; 1 know not 
what name he Lars in the Algonqnin languages, 
But it is not a little furprifing, that the Greek word 
r'fn~, which is Mars, and the god of war in all thofe 
countries which have followed the theology of Ho
mer, {bould be the rcot whence feveral terms in 
the Huron and Iroquoife languages fc:em to be .de~ 
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rived, which have a relation to war. Ai"loeeiZ 
fignifies to mlke war, and is conjugated in this 
manner: Garego, I make war; Sm"ego, thou mak- , 
eft war; Arego, he makes war. Moreover, Aref
koui is not only the Mars of thefe people, but like
wife the fovereign of the gods, or as they exprefs 
it, the Great Spirit, the Creator and Mafter of the 
U niverfe. the Genius who governs all things; but 
it is chiefly in warlike expeditions that they invoke 
him; as if the attribute, which does him greateft 
honour, was, that of being the God of armies. 
His name is their war-cry before batrIe, and in the 
heat of the engagement: in their marches likewife 
they repeat it often, as if to encourJge one another, 
and tc? implore his affiftance. 

To take up the hatchet, is to declare war; every 
private perfon has a right to do it, and nothing can 
be faid againft him; unlefs it be alDong the Hurons 
and Iroquois, where the matrons command and pro
hibit a war as feems good unto them; we fhall fee 
in its proper place how far their authority extends 
in thefe matters. But if a matron wants to engage 
anyone who does not depend on her, to levy a 
a party for war, whether it be to a}lpeafe the manes 
of her hufband, fon, or near relation, or whether 
it be to procure prifoners, in order to replace thofe 
in her cabbin, of whom death or captivity has de
prived her; fhe muft make him a prefent of a col
lar of Wampum, and fuch an invitation is feldom 
found ineffeCtual. 

When the bufinefs is to declare war in form be
tween two or three nations, the manner of expreff
iog it is to hang the kettle over the fire; which has 
its origin without doubt from the barbarous cuftom 
of eating their.prifoners, and thofe who have been 

killed 
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killed after boiling them. They likewife fay lim
ply, that they are going to eat Juch a nation, which 
lignifies that they are goi~g to make war a~~inft 
them in the moil deftructivt; and outrageous man
ner, and indeed they feldom do otherwife. When 
they intend to engage an ally in the quarrel, they 
fend him a porcelain or wampum, which is a large 
fhdl, in order to invite him to drink the blood, or 
as the terms made ufe of fignify, the hroth of the 
ftefh of their enemies. After all, this practice may 
h:lVe been very antient, without our being able to 
infer from thence, that thefe people have always 
been Anthropophagi, or Man-eaters. It was, per
haps, at firO:, only an allegorical manner of fpeak
ing, with examples of which the fcripture often 
furnifhes us. David, in all appearance, had not to 

do with enemies who were accuftomed to eat hu
man flefh, when he fays: Dum appropriant Juper 
me nocenles tit (hilt carnes meas. pralms xxvi. 2 • 

• \fterwards fome nations becoming favage and bar
barous, may have fubftituted the reality in the room 
of the figure. 

I took notice that the porcelain in thefe countries 
are fhells; thefe are found on the coafts of New
England and Virginia; they are channelled, drawn 
out lengthwife, a litrle' pOinted, without ears and 
pretty thick. The fi!h contained in there !hells 
are not good to eat; but the inude is of fo beauti
ful a varni!h with fuch lively colours, that it is im-. 
poffible to imitate it by art. When the Indians 
went altogether naked, they made the fame ufe of 
them which our firft parents did of the leaves of 
the fig-tree'. when they difcovered their nakednefs 
and were afhamed dt it. They likewile hung them 
at their necks, as being the moft precious things 
they had, and to this day their greateft riches and 

findl 



( 319 ') 
fineO: ornaments confift of them. In a word, they 
entertain the fame notion of them that we do of gold, 
filver, and precious O:ones; in which they are fo 
much the more reafonable, as in a manner they have 
only to ftoop to procure riches as real as ours, for 
all that depends upon opinion. James Cartier in 
his memoirs makes mention of a 1hell of an un
common 1hape, which he found, as he fays, in the 
iOand of Montreal; he calls it Ejurgni, and affirms 
it had the virtue of ftopping a bleeding at the nofe. 
Perhaps, it is the fame we are now fpeaking of; 
but they are 00 longer to be found in the iOand of 
Montreal, aoo I never heard of any but the 1hells 
of Virginia which had the property Cartier fpeaks 
of. 

There are two forts of there 1hells, or to fpeak 
more properly two colours, one white and the other 
violet. The firft is moft common, and perhaps, 
on that account lefs eO:eemed. The fecond feems 
to have a finer grain when it is wrought; the deeper 
its colour is, the more it is valued. Small cylin
drical grains are made of both, which are bored 
through and ftrung upon a thread, and of there tht 
branches and collars of Porcelain or Wampum are 
made. The branches are no more than four or five 
threads, or {mall ftraps of leather, about a foot in 
length, on which the grains or beads of Wampum 
are ftrung. The collars are in the manner of fillets 
or diademli formed of thefe branches, fewed toge
ther with thread, making four, five, fix or feven 
rows of beads, and of a proportionable length ; all 
which depends on the importance of the affair in 
agitation, and dignity of the perf on to whom the 
collar is prefented. 

By 



( 320 

By a mixture of beads of different colours, they 
form fuch figures and charaCters as they have a 
mind, which often ferve to dill:inguifh the affairs in 
quellion. Sometimes the beads are plaited, at Ieall: 
it is certain that they frequently fend red collars 
when a war is in agitation. Thefe collars are care
fully preferved, and not only compofe part of the 
publick treafures, bu'[ are likewife their regifl:ers or 
annals, and ought to be lludied by thofe who have 
the charge of the archives, which are depofited in 
the cabbin of the chief. W hen there are two chiefs 
in a village of equal authority, they keep the trea
fllres and archives by turns for one night, but this 
night, at leaft at prefent, is a whole year. Col
lars are never ufed but in affairs of confequence ; 
for thofe of lefs importance they make ufe of 
branches, or fhing~ of porcelain, {kins, blankets, 
ma'iz, either in grain or flour, and fuch like things; 
for all tbele make a part of the publick treafure. 
When they invite a village or a nation to enter into 
an alliance, fometimes they fend them a pair of co
lours tinged witl1 blood; but this praCtice is modern, 
and there is good reafon to beLeve, they have taken 
the hint from the white colours of the French, and 
the red of tbe Englilli. It is even faid. that we 
ourfelves t1rll: introduced it among(\: them, and that 
they have thotlght of tinging theirs with blo9d. 
whcn the quell:ion was to declare war. 

The calumet is no Icfs facred among the Indians 
than the collar of 'vYampum; it hJS even, if we 
may believe them a divine original, for they m~jn
tain, it was a prefent made them by the Sun. It is 
more in ufe among the fouthern and wefl:ern nations, 
than among t;12 call:cm and nortllern, and is more 
frequently employed for peace than for war. Calu
mit is a Norman word, being a corruption of Cb_l-

lior'l.'eall, 
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liorveau, and the calumet of the Indians is properly 
the fialk 0[' the pipe, but under that name is un
derfiood the whole pipe as well as the fialk. The 
ft.:tlk is very long in G,lumets of ceremony, and the 
pipe has the fhape of our old hammers for arms; 
it is commonly macie of a fort of reLk;i;h marble, 
veryeafy to work, and found in the country of the 
Aiouez, beyond the lYli"iJ!ippi. The fialk is of a 
light wood, painted with (i:frCl\:nt colours, and a· 
domed with the heads, tails, ami feathers of t:;e 
moa beautiful birds, which in all probability is only 
intended for ornament. 

The cul10m is to fmoke in the calumet when it 
is accepted, and perhaps, there is no example of an 
engagement ent'.red into in this manner being vio
lated. The Indians at leall are pc.:rlllJded, that the 
gre.1t fpirit never fuffcrs an infra~li()n of this kind 
to deape Wit:1 impunity. If in the midft of a hat
tle, an enemy prefents a calumet, it may be refu
fed; but if it is accepted, their arms on both fides 
muft immediately be laid down. There are calu
mets for all different forts of treaties. When an 
exchange is agreed upon in trade they prefent a ca
lumet, in order to cement the bar2~ain, which ren
ders it in (orne mea(ure facred. \\ hen a war is in 
agitation, not only the fialk, but even the feathers 

. with wbich it is adorned are red; fometimes they 
are red only on one fide, and it is pretended, that 
from the manner in which the feathers are dilpofed, 
they know at firft fight to what nation it is to be 
prefented. 

It cannot be doubted, but that the Indbns, by 
caufing thofe to fmoke in the calumet, \vith whom 
they feek to enter into a treaty of Jlliance or com
merce, intend to take the fun for a witner.~, and i!1 
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fome meafure for a guarantee of their mutual en
gagements ; f0r they ne'er' fail to blow the finoke 
towards that luminary; but that from this praaice, 
and from the ordinary ufe of the calumet, we ought 
to infer as fome have done, that this pipe might 
originally be the Caduceus of L:ercury, appears to 
me by fo much the lefs ;',rcl~<~le, as the Caduceus 
had no manner of rebtion to the Sun, and as no
thine; is to be found in the traditions of the Indians, 
b)" \~:h :ch we C1n im::,yine tilc~V had ever the leaft a . 
acquaint~r.ce wth t:ie Gr'cci,m Mythology. It 
\',\):.:,!, in my opinion. be much more natural to 
fuppoL, that thele f'c"~t)lc, i <nr,l1Cd by experience 
t:lat the fmole of their tnbacco diffipated the va
p'~',rs of the brain, made t::cir lL':lds clearer, raifed 
t:h.;1 fpirits, and l)lIt them into a bet~el' condition 
for l1l.ln.ls~n:~ ;l;I~:irs, have for that reafor; intro
duced it into their councils, where, i:IC!ecJ, they 
have the pi I c continually ill their mouths, and that 
after having maturely deliberated and t::>en their 
refolutions, they imagined they could not find a 
more prG;~:.:r [ymbol for ac~~xiflg a feal to what had 
been agreed upon, nor a r:. ,.::;:: more capable of fe
curin,;; its execution, tha'l the illctrnmcnt which had 
hJd () mue:l n1~:'" in their ddiberations. Pfrhaps, 
Madam, you may think it more !impIe, fiili to 
fay, that thefc~ Feople imagined nothing could be a 
more natur~.! ~~11 of a {tria l,nion, than {moking 
out of the fJme pip, tf;erdly, if the fmoke be 
oi';cl'cc: to a Divinitv, who Lts the real of relicrion 
1.1F 'l it. To fmok'e then out of the fame pip~ in 
fi:,] of alliance, is the fame '~ii!'g ~,~ to drink out of 
ti·,c fame cup, as has been at ::Ji) times the praCtice 
among feveral nations. Such cuO:oms as thefe are 
too natural an offspring of the human n:ind, for us 
to {C:Lk for myfterits in them. 

The 
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The fize and ornaments of the calumets, which 

are prefented to perfons of diftinCl:ion, on occaGons 
of importance, are not fa particular that we need 
fearch far for ~heir motives. When men begin to 
have ever fo lIttle commerce together, or to enter
tain mutual refpeCl: fo~' one anuthet", they are foon 
accuftomed to luve certain lTr:rarc::i t,,:- one :l!1oth~r, 
chiefly on occaGons 'when p~lbic:~ ,1ft:i;!-" are in a:·i
tation, or ",hen they want to en~'?cTC the good-will 
of thofe with whom they have bLilil.eC to tranlad, 
and hence proceeds the care they take to give a 
greater magnificence to the prefents they make (11K; 

another. But it is to the Peen;:, a nat;on icttlc'd on 
the banks of the Miffouri, who extend themfelves a 
good way towards l'\elV Mexico, that it is pretended 
the Sun gave the calumet. But thefe I ndians have 
probably done like a great many other people, en
deavoured tJ ennoble by the maric:llcm, a cuftom 
of which they were the authors; and all that can 
be concluded from this tradition, is, that the Panis 
paid the Sun a more ancient and dii1:inguifhed wor
ihip than the other nations of that part of the con
tinent of America, and that they \'.'ere the firft who 
thought of making the calumet a iymbol of alli
ance. In the laft place, if the Cll\lmet had been 
in its inftitution the caduceus of Mercury, it would 
have only been employed in affairs rJ,;tir>g to peace 
or commerce, whereas it is certain, that it i~ ufed in 
treaties that have war for their object. 

Thefe hints, rv1adam, I tklll::;ht necefTary, in or
der to give you a perfect kno':,hi&,c ot what relates 
to the wars of the Indians, about which I iliall en
tertain yull in 1'1'y next letters tiil ~ have eX:-,:1U.ed 
the fubjed:; at kaft, if they are eigreffions, they 
:l.re not altogether foreign to my deflgn. :Lt:,~'~LS, 
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a traveller endeavours to difpofe in the leaft dif
agreeable manner he c::,n cy:;ry thing. that he learns 

upon his rout. 

I am, &c. 

LETTER 



L E T T E R XIV. 

De/tription if the country from the An[e de la 
Famine to the Riviere des Sables. Motives 
of the indiam for going to war. Departure 
0/ tbe warriors" for the campain, with what 
precedes their fitting out. 'Their ll/alllh'i" oj 
taking leave of their relatio7ZS and cczmt.')'IllClt. 
TI1(;" arms qjferiji'lJe and deftrijive. Their care 
in taking along 7.lJit.6 them their tutelary gods. 
Particularities 0/ the country as far as Nia: 
gara. 

Rh·iere des Sables, fi.,1ay 19, 172 r,' 

Madam, 

I Am now once more ftopped by a contraty wind, 
which arofe the moment we were likeliefl: to 

make moil: fpeed. It even furprifed us fo abruptly, 
that we would have been in great danger had we 
not fortunately met with this fmall river to take 
fantl:uary in. You mufl: acknowledge there are :1. 

multitude of inconveniencies and difappointments 
to cope with in fuch a voyage as this. It is a very 
fad thing to fail a hundred, and fometimes two hun
dred leagues without meeting with a fingle h')uf:, 

of 
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or fe'_ing one human creature; to be engaged 
in a voyage of t\-;O or three hundred leagues to 
{hun a p~\j;a~e of twenty, made with many difficul
ties, and with the hazard of lofing one's life by the 
caprice of the winds; to be flopped, as it fometimes 
happens, for w hole weeks, on lome point or barren 
fhore, or if it fhould happen to rain, to be obliged 
to take up one's lodging under fome canoe, or in a 
tent: if the wind proves {hong we muft feek for 
fhelter in fame woed, where we are u:pofed to be 
crufhed to death by ti,e fall of fome tree. Thefe 
inconveniencies might be thunned in part by the 
building vdfels for failing on the lakes; but in or
der to have this advant~l'::;':, the trade mull be better 
able to afford it. 

vVe are now on the borders of the Iroquois can
tons, which is an exceeding l~elightfu! country. We 
embarked early yefterday in the fincfl: weather ima
ginable. There was not a lingle breath of wind, 
and the lake was as (mooth as glafs. About nine 
or ten o'clock v, e pafTed by the mouth of the river 
of Onnanrague, which feemed to me to be about 120 

feet in breadth The lands near it are fomewhat 
low, but exceeding well wooded. Almoft all the 
rivers which wata the Iroquois cantons difcharge 
themfelvcs into this, the fource (f \\'hic 1l ;s a fine 
lake called Gannentatha, on the banks of which are 
faltpits. Towards half an hour raft eleven we made 
fail by favour of a [mall breeze at north-eaft, and in 
a few hours pl:llv."d on as fdr as the Bay des GOyog(J
tlins, which is ten leagues from the Riviere of On
nontague. The whole coafl: in this tract is diverfi
fied with [wamps and high lands fomewhat fandy, 
covered with the finefl: trees, efpecially oaks, which 
feem as if planted by the hand of men. 

A {hong 
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A {hong gale of wi:'d from the land, which o· 

"ertook us oppoflte to the Bay des Goyogouins, 
obliged ,us to t.1l:e fanB:uary in it. This is one of 
the finefi fpots I have ever feen. A pcninfula v,-eil 
wooded advances from th~ middle, and forms a 
kind of th(~tlc. Un the left as you e,Her, you per
ceive in a bight a fmall ifland }Vhich conceals the 
mouth of a river, by which the Goyogouins defcend 
to til': lake. The willd did not lllnt;11lle long, ''ie 
therefore fet out ag~itl, and made three or four 
leagues farther. This morning we embarked before 
fun-rile, and have aCtually made five or Gx leagues~ 
I know not ho\'1 long the north-wefi wind may de
tain us here. \Vhilft I wait till a favourable gale 
arifes, I will rerume my rdation of the wars of tbe 
Indians, where I left it off. ' 

Thefe Barbarians rarely refufe to engage in a war, 
when invited by their allies. They commonly do 
not even want any invitation to take up arms; the 
fmalleft motive, even a very nothing, is with them 
caufe fufficient. But above all, vengeance is their 
darling paffion; they have always fome old or new 
grudge to fatisfy; for no length of time ever clofes 
thofe fort of wounds, let them be ever fo flight. 
Thus one can never be fme that the peace is fully 
efhblilhed between two nations who have been long 
enemies: on the other hand, the defire of replacing 
the dead by prifoners to appeafe their manes; the 
caprice of a pi"lv~~[e perfon, a dream which every 
one explains at ranl~om, with other reaCons and pre
texts equally ft ivoloLls, vfill often occaGon a p:li-ry 
to go to war, who thought of nothing lefs the day 
before. 

'Tis true, thefe fmall expeditions, without con· 
rent of the council, are generally without any grelt 
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clr&c;t1l"nce, and as they clen;a~ld no great prepal'a
tiOIlS, therr is little attention paid to them; but ge
gerally fpeaking, they are not much difpleafed to 
iee the youth e~:ercifed, and keep themfdves in 
breath, and they mull: have very cogent reafons to 
oppofe luch a refolution; beG des, they rarely em
ploy authority to this end, f'very one being mafier 
of his own actions: But they try to intimidate fome 
by falfe reports which they take care to fpread a
broad; others they follicit underhand; they engage 
the chief to break off the party by preJents, which 
is no difficult matter; for a c;ream, true or falfe, no 
matter which, is all that is requiGte to accomplilb 
it. A mongfl: lome n:,tions their laH: refomce is to 
addrefs themi"dvcs to the nations, which is general
ly efficacious, but they never have recourie to this 
method, but when the affair is of much confequence. 

A ,var in which the whole nation is concerned, 
is not fo eaGly put an end to: they weigh with much 
deliberation the ;1.:-vani:ages and <lifadvantages of it, 
and w hiif'.: they are confulting, they take great care 
to remove every thing that mJY give ,he enemy the 
leall: fufpicion of their intention of breaking with 
him. The war being,once refolved upon, they con
fider firft the providing the neceffary provifions, and 
the equipage of the warriors, which r;'qllire no Ion; 
time. Their dances, fongs, feafts, and certain fu
pedlitlous ceremonies which vary greatly in clift-e
rent nations, require a much greater lengt!) of 
:;111e. 

f:Ie \'; h? is to command never thinks of levying 
[oldlers, nil he has obfr:rved a fall: of feveral days, 
during which he is bedawb'd with black, holds no 
~anner. of diicourfe ~ith anyone, invokes day and 
mght hiS t'Jtel<lr genIus, and above all he is very 

careful 
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careful to obferve what dreams he has. Their firm 
perfuafion, according to the prefumptuous genius 
of thofe B:ubarians, that he is marching forth to 

certain victory, never fails to infpire him with fuch 
dreams as h<.: defires. The faft being ended, he af
fembles his friends, and holding a collar of porce
lain in his hanel, addreffes tbem in words like thefe: 
My hr~thren, the (;re.lt Spirit i,; the author of what 
I fpe'lk, and has infpired me with the thougbt of 
what I am going to put in execution. The blood 
of fuch an one is not yet wiped away, his corple is 
not y<.:[ cO\'ded, and I am going to perform this 
duty to him. He lets forth in like manner the o
ther motives which move him to take up arms. 
" I am therefore refolved to march to fuch a place 
" to take fcalps, or to make prifoners ;" Or, " I will 
" eat fuch a nation. Should I perifh in this glo
" rious enterprize, or Ihould any of my compa
" nions in it lolc his life, this collar will ferve to re
.. ceive us, that we may not be for ever hid in the 
" duft, or in the mire." That is, perhaps, it will 
be the recompence of him who buries the dead. 

As he pronounces thefe Ian words, he lays the 
collar on the ground, and he who takes it up, by fo 
doing declares himfelf his lieutenant; he then thanks 
him for his zeal to revenge his brother, or to main
tain the honour of the nation. Then they fet water 
on to warm, wafh the chief from his dawbing, 
drers, anoint with oil or fat, or paint his hair. They 
paint his face with difterent colours, and clothe him 
ill his fineft robe. Thus adorned, he fings with a 
hollow voice the fang of death; his foldiers, that 
is to fay, all thofe who na\-e offered themfelves to 
accompany him (for no one is ever compelled) thun· 
der out one after another their war fong; for every 
one has one peculiar to him[elt~ which no other per-

fon 
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fon is allowed to ufe; and there are even [am¢' 
which are coveted by certain families. 

After this previous meafure, which paffes in iome 
remote place, and orten in a Have, the chief com
municates his project to the couClcil, who fit upon 
it, without ever admitting him who is the author 
of it, to be prefent. As foon as his project is ap
proved of he makes a feaft; at which the chief, 
and fometimes the only, dilh is a dog. Some 
pretend that this animal is offered to the god of war, 
before he is pllt in to the kettle, and pollibly this 
may be the praCtice amongft fome nations. I am 
glad, Madam, to have this opportunity of adver
tiG.ng you once for all, that I don't pretend to fay that 
what I relate on this fubjecr, is ablolutely univerfal 
amongft all the nations. But it ieems certain, that 
on the oecaG.on I here fpeak of they make many in
vocations to their genii, good and evil, and above 
all to the god of war. 

All this takes up feveral clays, or rather the fame 
thing is repe.1ted tor feveral days running: but tho' 
everyone feems wholly employed in thefe fefhvals7 
each family takes its meafures ;or obtaining a ihare 
of the prifoners, either to replace their loffes, or to 
revenge their dead. In this view they make prclents 
to the chief, who on his fide give, DJth his promife 
and pledges befides. In default of prifoners they 
demand kalps, which are more eaGly obtained. In 
fome places, as amongH: the lroquoi~, as loon as a 
military expedition is refolved on they fet on the 
war kettle, and advertife their allies to iend or brinO' 
fomething to it, to fbew their approbation of th~ . 
enterprize, and their readinefs to take part in it. 

8 All 
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All thofe who enlift themfelves, give al[o to the 
clJi,,:f, as a token of their engagerr.ent, a bit of 
wooo with their mark up,'n it, and he who after 
that ihould draw back, would never be fafe while 
he lived; at leail: he would b~ difhonoured for ever. 
The party once formed, the war chief prepares a 
a new k~d, to which the whole village is invited, 
and before any thing is tail:ed, he, or an orator for 
him, and in his name, ac(oils them in IllCh words 
as theic: " My brethren, I know I am not wortLy 
,~ to be c:llcc1 a m:m, tho' you all know that I 
" have more than once looked an enemy in the 
"face. V/ e have been Oaughtered; the bones of 
" [uch and [uch perfons are yet unburied, they cry 
" out againft us, and we muft fatisfy their requeft. 
" They-were once men as well as we; how there
" fore could we fo foon forget them, and fit fo long 
" in this lethargy on our matreffes? In a word, the 
" genius who is the guardian of my honour and 
" the author of my renown, infpires me with 
" the refolution to revenge them. Youth, take 
" courage, anoint your hair, paint your viCages, 
" fill your quivers, caure the forefts refound with 
" the voice of your military fongs, let us eaCe and 
" comfort the deceafed, and !hew them that we 
" have avenged them." 

After this difcourfe, and the applaufes with which 
it never fails to be attended, the chief proceeds into 
the midil: of the affembly, his hatchet in his hand, 
and flngs his long; all his foldiers make re[ponfes in 
the fame manner, and fwear to fecond him or to die 
in the attempt. All this is accompanied with gef
tures highly expreffive of their refolution never to 
o-ive ground to an enemy; but it is to be remarked 
~hat not a Iyllable efcapes any foldier, which figni
fies the leaft dependance. The whole confifts ill 
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a prom:fe to aCt 'i,ith perfeCl: unanimity and in con
ce~t. Betides, the engagement they lay themfelves 
under, requires great acknowledgements on the part 
of the chief. r or inftance, as often as anyone in 
the public dances firikes the poil with his hatchet, 
and recals to memory his moil: fignal exploits, as is 
always the cui1om, ti-.e chief under who:e conduct 
he performed them, is obliged to make him a pre
{ent; at lea,t this is ufual among fome nations. 

Thefe fongs are followed with r:lance~; fometimes 
this is no more than a fierce fl .. rt of march, but in 
cadence; at others it is done by very lively geftures, 
exprcllive of the operations of a campaic'n, and al
ways in cadence. Lai1:iy, the whole ceremony con
cludes with a feaft. The war chief is no more than 
a ipcElator of it, \'. ith his pipe in his mouth; it is 
even common enough in every confiderable feaft, 
for him who does the honours of it, to touch no
thing at all himltlf. The followillg days, and till 
the departure of the warriors, many things pafs, 
the recital of which is not worth notice, and which 
are be fides neither eiTenti3i nor generally praCl:ifed : 
but I cannot forget a cuftom fingular enough, and 
with which the Iroquois in particular never difpenfe: 
it fcems to have been deviled to difcover fuch per
fons as are endued with natur~l good fenfe, and what 
is called moth~T-wit, ;ml are capable of govern
~:1g themfel ves as well as others; for thefe Indians 
whom we imagine barbarous people, believe it im
pollible for anyone to poifels true couraoe without 
being abfolute n1after of his pallions, oroif he can
not endure the moft cruel rever[es that can poll
hly happen. 1 he affair is this. 

The moft ancient of the miiitary company treat 
the young people, at leaft fuch as have never feen 

an 
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a.n enemy, with all the fcorn and infults they are 
capable of devifing. They throw hot embers on 
their heads; they throw the moll cruel reproaches in 
their teeth; they in !hart load them with all manner 
of injuries, and carry this treatment to the greateft 
excefs. All this muft be endured with the IJtmoft 
infenfibility; to give at fuch occafions the leaft fiun 
of impatience, would be fufficient to caule them be 
declared for ever incapable of bearing arms: But 
when this is done by perfons of the fame age, as it 
often happens, the aggreffar muft take C3re to do 
nothing wantonly, or out of private pique, or other
wife be would be obliged, when the fport is ended, 
to attone for the afrront by a prefent. I fay, when 
the fport is ended, for whilft it Jafb they are oblig
ed to bear every thing without being angry, tho' 
this fort of paftime often goes fa far as the throw
ing big burning br;:mds at eJ.ch ·others heads, 21111 

giving heavy blows with cudgels. 

As the hope of having their wounds cured, !houJd 
they happen to receivc any, is no fmall encourage
ment for the braveft to expofe themfelves bol(]ly to 
danger, they afterwards prepare the drugs for this 
purpofe, and this is the office of their jugglers. I 
will fame other time tell YOll what fort at perfons 
thefe are. The whole town being affembled, one 
of thefe quacks declares he is goir.g to communi
cate to the roots and plants, of wli:h he [a:~e:; care 
to provide good ftore, the virtue of healing all forts 
of wounds, and even of reftoring the dead to !:te. He 
falls immediately a finging ; the other quack s make re
fponfes to him, and it IS believed that during the con
cert, which would not appear to your ear very me 
todiolls, and which is accompanied with many gri
maces on the part of the actors, the medicinal qua
lity is communicated to the plants. The chief jug
. alcr o . 
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gler then makes t.rial of the~; ~e begins with 
bleeding his own lIps, he applIes his remedy; the 
b:ood which the impoftor fucks in very dextroufly 
ceJ:~~s to now, and the whole auditory cries out, A 
mirade, a miracle. After this, he takes a dead ani
mal, and leaves the fp::chtors as much time to con
fider as they chufe, when by means of a canule or 
pipe inferted uncler the tail, he caufes it to move by 
blowing his herbs into its throat when the eXC!JlnJ
tions of admiration are redoubled. lafl:ly, the 
whole company of jugglers makes the tour of the 
cabbins, finging the praifes and virtues of their re
medies. Thefe tricks at bottom deceive no one, 
but ferve to ;:'~lufe the multitude, and cuftom muft 
be obeyed. 

The fuJ:m',ing is another ufagepecuIiart 0 the Mi
amis, and perhaps to fome other nations in the neigh
bourhood of Louifiana. I have ex traded it {rdm 
the memoirs of a Frenchman who was eye-witnefs 
of it. After a folemn feaft they placed, fays he, 
on a kind of altar, fome figures of pagods, made 
of bears !kins, the heads of which were painted 
green. All the Indians paffed before this altar, 
nuking their genllflexions, or bending their knees, 
and the quacks led the band, holding in their hand 
a fack, in which were inclofed all thefe things which 
were wont to be llfed in their invocation or wor
fhip. He was the cleverefl: fellow who made the 
moft extravagant contortions, and in proportion as 
anyone difl:inguifhed himfelf this way, he was ap
plauded with great fhouts. After they had thus 
paid their firft homage to the idols, they all danced 
in a very confufed manner, to the fOllDd of the 
drum and chichicolle; and during this the jugglers 
pretended to bewitch or charm fever;;.I fnc;ians, who 

feemed 
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feemed to be expiring under the power of their in
cantations: afterwarrls, by applying a certain pow
der to their lips, they reil:ored them to life. 

When this farce had lafled fame time, he who 
prefided at the feail:, having two men and two wo
men near him, run over all the cabbins, to intimate 
that the facrifices were going to begin. On meet
ing anyone in his way, he refted both hands on 
his head, and the other embraced his knees. The 
victims were to be dogs, and the cries of thefe ani
mals, which were howling, and 0:'" the Indians who 
howled as if to anfwer them, v/;th all their might 
were heard on all fides. "When the viands were 
ready, they were offered to the pagods, they w~re 
afterwards eaten, and the bones were burnt. Mean 
time the juggler continued to reil:ore the dead to 
life, and the whole concluded with dif1:ributing to 
thefe quacks a portion of whatever was moil: to their 
fancy in the whole town. 

From the time of their coming to the refolution 
of making war, to the departure of the waffiors, 
the nights are fpent in fin;;in2;, and the days in 
making the neceffary preparations. They depute 
warriors to flng the war fang amorigil: their neigh
bours and allies, whom they often take care to dif
pofe to their defires before hand, and by fecret ne
gociations. If their rout is by water, they build or 
repair their canoes; if it happen to be in the winter 
feafon, they provide themfelves in fledges and fnow 
lhoes. Thefe fnow £hoes, which are abfolutely ne
ceffary for w:llkinG in the fnow, are about ti~ree 
feet long, and from fifteen to fixteen inches in rh,:-ir 
extreme width. They are of an oval £hape, except 
that the hind part terminates in a point; there are 
fmall bits of wood placed crofs wife five or fix inches 

from 



( 336 ) 
from either end, which [erve to firengthen them, 
and that on the fore'pari. is as it were the firing of a 
bow, under an opening in which the foot is infert· 
ed, and made fait with thongs. The tifrue or co· 
vering of the fnow ilioe is made of ftraps of leather 
two finger5 broad, and the border is of a light 
'Wood hardened in the fire. To walk well on 
thefe ilioes, you mull: turn your knees inwards, 
keeping your legs at a good difiance from each 0.

ther. It is very difficult to accull:om one's [elf to 
them; but when once yOll attain it, you walk ea· 
fi1y and without fatiguing yourfelf any more than 
if you had nothing on your feet. It is impoffible 
to make ufe of thefe fnow 1hoes with common !hoes. 
One mull: wear thofe of the Indians, which are a 
kind of facks made of dried hides, folded over the 
extremity of the foot, and tied with cords. 

Their fledges, which ferve to tran(port the bag
gage, and in cafe of neceffity the fick and wound· 
ed, are two [mall and very thin boards half a foot 
broad each, and fix or feven long. The fore part 
is fomewhat raifed, and the fides bordered ,",ith 

,fmall bands, to which the thongs for binliing what· 
ever is laid upon the carriage, is blleotd. Let thefe 
carriages be ever [0 much loaded, an Indian draws 
it without difficulty, by means of a long thong or 
firap, which is pafs'd round his breall. and is cal
led a collar. They ufe tbem likewile for carrying 
burdens, and mothers for carrying their children 
with their cradles; but in this cafe the thono- or 
collar is placed upon their forehead, and no~ on 
their brealls. 

Every thing being re3dy, and the day of their 
Geparture ~ome, they take their leave with great. 
d.::monll:ratlOns of real affection. Everyone is de

firous 
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firous of having fomething the warriors have been 
in ufe to wear or carry about them, and gives them 
in return pledges of their triendlhip, and aifurances 
of an everla!ting remembrance of them. They 
fcarce e.ver enter any of their cabins without carry· 
ing away their robe, in orda to give them a better, 
or at leaft one full as good in its fread. Laftly, they 
all repair to the chief. They find him armed as on 
the firft day of his addreffing himfelf to them, and as 
behas appeared in publick,everlince, Theyagainhave 
their faces painted, everyone after his own fancy 
or caprice, and all of them generally fa as to ihike 
terror. The chief makes them a 1bort harangue ~ 
afterwards he comes out of his cabin finging the 
death fang. T hey all follow him in file, or one 
after another, obferving a profound lilence; and the 
fame thing is repeated every morning when they be
gin their. march. Here the women lead the van 
with their provifions; and when the warriors have 
joined them, they deliver to them all their baggage, 
and remain almoft naked; at leaft as much fo as the 
feafon will allow. 

Formerly the arms of theindians were the bow and 
arrow, and a kind of javelin, both pointed with a 
kind of bone worked i.n different manners; and laft
Iy, the hatchet or break-head. This was formerly 
a thort club of a very hard wood, the head of which 
was partly round, and partly 1barp edged. Moft 
had no defenfive weapon; but when they attacked 
any en-crenchment, they covered their whole body 
with finall light boards. Some ilave a fort of cui
rafs, or brea!t plate, of fmall pliable rings very neat
I y worked. They had even formeri y a kind of 
mail for the arms and thighs made of the fame ma
terials. But as this kind of armour was found not to 
be proof againft fire arms, they have renounced 
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them, without putting any thing in their plac~ 
The weftern Indians always ufe bucklers of buffa
loes hide, which are vtry lighti and proof againft 
muiket·fhot. It is pretty furprifin~i the ocher Indian 
nations never ufl! them. 

When they ufe our fwords, which is very ra~, 
they handle them like ollr h, If pike: but when they 
can have fire arms, powder and ihot, they abantiQl!l 
their bows, and are excellent markfmell. We 
have no caufe to repent having given them there 
arms, tho' wt were nOE the firft to do it. The Iro
quois had got them ,of the Dutch, who were then in 
poffeffion of New-York; which laid us under the 
ncce1Iity qf giving them to oUr allies. They have a 
kind of ftandards or colours to know one another 
by, anti to enable them to rally; thefe are flnaH 
pieces of bark cut into a round f<atm, ";vhich they 
fix to the hea.d of a pole, and on which is dmwn 
the mark of their nation or village. If the party is 
numerouS, each family or tribe has its pecuHar en
fign with its diftinguifhing mark. Theii- arms are 
alfo adorned with different figures, and fometimes 
with the mark of the chief. 

But that which they are as cartful not to fdt:get, 
as even their arms, and which they~uaf'd wi(!\\ £till 
more care, is rlteir maniwtls. I thall treat .n'ibre 
particularly of them elfewhere; it fuffices here to 
fay, that (b'ey are fo many fymhols, under whlcb 
every one repreients his tutelar -genius. They in
clofe them all in a bag made of ndhes-, and -pamted 
with different colours; and often to do honour to 

the chief, they plaCe this bag in the prow of his ca
noe. jf there are too many manit6tlS to be con
tained in one bag, they diftribute thern amongA: fC
vtral bags, which are entrufted to the care of d1e 
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Ileutenant and of ~he el~ers of each famHy. To 
thefe they join tbe pr.e(en~ which have been made 
them in 'brder to obtain 'prifoners, together with the 
tQngues of all the animals killed during the cam. 
p<)'ign, and whi~h are to be facrificed to the genii 
at their return. 

In their march~s i>y land, the chief ~arries his 
own bas c~led his matrafs, but may difcharge this 
burden on any one ~t p!,e\lfure, and need not fear 
b~ing refufed, this being looked upon as an honour 
done the perfon to w,hom it is given: this is alfo a 
fort of right of fI.JrvivorJhip to the command in 
cafe the chief and his lieutenant lhould happen to 
die in the ca!Ilpai$n. But whilfl: I write rou, be. 
hold me a~rived in the river Niagara, whe~e I !hall 
meet with agreeable company, and .remain fom~ 
days. I fet out from Riviere des Sable~~ the 2 J it 
before fu,!,l rife, but the ~ind proving .always cpn
!:rary, we were obliged at ten o'clock t.o enter the 
bal oftpe Tfo.n~9.nfhouans, At half 'fay betwee.n 
~hls hay and RIviere eles Sables, there IS a fma.n n
ver w.hich 1 would not have failed to vifit, had I 
~~en'fo~ner ~f9r~ed Qfwhat it has. that i,5 fingular, 
_lV_hicb I learnt j,~fr after my Frival here. 

This riyer is c?\led Cafconchiagon, a.t;ld is very 
narrow, . andlqa119w at its difchar~e into the lake. 
,J\ li~t1e higher it is 240 feet in breqdch, and it is 
affirmed th.,t tnf".l"e is water to flpat the l,argeft ~!ps. 
TW9 le~ues from its 019\.lth you are tl:QPped by a 
.£al,l, .wh!c~ feerns to be about fixty feet' high, and 
:2f9(e~t broa~,; a muij{et fuot "aboye d)is, you 
RPd !1 f~condot .the f<\me breadt~, but ~Ot fo 4jgh 
by a thIrd: and h~W. a league hl,.~er ,~Ill .a rJmd, 
which is full a hundred feet 'hIgh,. and 360 feet 
pro.d. YOtl meet after this with leveral rapids, 
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and after failing fifty leagues higher, you difcover 
a fourth fall, nothing inferior to the third. The 
courfe of this river is an hundred leagues, and after 
you have failed up fixty leagues on it, you have no 
more than ten to make over land, turning towards 
the rio-ht, to arrive at the Ohio, otherwife, la Belle 
Ri'Vie~e. The place where you arrive at is called 
Ganas, where, an officer worthy of credit, and from 
whom I.have received all I have been relating to 
you, affiJres me he faw a fountain, the water of 
which refembles oil, and has the tarte of iron. He 
added, that a little farther there is another exaCl:ly of 
the fame kind, and that the Indians make ufe of 
its water to mitigate all kinds of pains. 

The bay of the Tfonnonthouans is a delie;htful 
place: here is a fine river which meanders between 
two beautiful meadows Ikirted with hills, between 
which you difcover vallies which ftretch a great 
way, the whole forming the noblefi: profpeCl: in the 
whole world, and is furrounded with a magnificent 
forefi: of the tallefi: arid largell: timber trees: but the 
foil feemed to me a little light and fandy. We fet 
out again at half an hour pall: one, and continued 
our voyage till ten at night. Our defign was' to 
take IIp our night's lodgings within a [mall river 
called Buffaloe's river; but we found the entry fuut 
up with fand banks, which often happens to fmall 
rivers which difcharge themfelves into thefe lakes, 
by reafon of their carrying a great quantity of fand 
along with them: for when the wind blows direCl:ly 
towards their mouths, the fand is flopped by the 
waves, and gradually forms a dike, fo high and 
ftrong that the current of the rivers cannot force a 
paffage thro' it, except at fuch times as they are 
fWc;>ln by the melting of the fnow. 

I was 
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I was obliged to pafs~ the reft of the night in my 
canoe, where I was expofed to a very hard froft. 
Thus the trees were fcarce obferved to bud, but 
were all in the fame ftate as in the middle of winter. 
We fet out thence at half an hour paft three in the 
morning of the '2. 2~, being afcenfion day, and went 
to fay mafs at nine o'clock, at what is called le 
Grand Marais. This is much fuch another place 
as that of the Tfonnonthouans, but the lands feern 
better. Towards two o'clock in the afternoon, we 
entered the river of Niagara formed by the great 
fall, whereof I {hall fpeak prefently, or rather it is 
the river St. 'Lawrence, which proceeds fmm lake 
Erie, and pa{fes thro' lake Ontario after fourteen 
leagues of Narrows. It is called the river Niagara 
from the fall being a €ourfe of fix Iea~ues. After 
failing three leagues, you find on the left fome ca
bins of the Iroquois, Tfonnonthouans. and of the 
Miffifagues as at Catarocoui. The Sieur de Jon
caire, lieutenant of our troops, has alfo a cabbin at 
this place, to which they have before hand given the 
name of Fort *-: for it is pretended that in time this 
will be changed into a great fortrefs. 

I found here feveral officers, who were to return 
in a few days to ~ebec. For this reafon I am 
obliged to clofe my letter, which I fhall fend by that 
way. As for my own part, I forefee I t'hall have 
time fufficient to write you another after they are 
gone, and the place itfelf will in a great meafure 
furnifh me materials enough to fill it, together with 

.. A fort has been fince built in the mouth of the river of 
Niagara on the fame fide, and exactly at the place where Monr. 
de DenonviIIe had built one, which fubftfted not long. ~ here 
even begins to be formed here a French town. 

Y3 what 
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what I fuall be able to learn of the officer I hav.e 
mentioned. 

I "ave the hfmour 10 be. &c. 

LETTER 
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LET T E R xv. 

'IrarifaClions betw,'en the Tfoonon~hol1ans (a 
tribe oj tpe lroqJlois) and the ~ng)jl)1, 011 oc
cP/io'! oj building q Fr:en~h fort fit Niflgara. 
Deftriptlon '!l the cOUfltry. ' Fire-dance; 
jar) on this dccaJion. Defcription oJthe Fa/! 
of Niaga.ra• .,. 

FiOfif tb§ Fall of Niaga.rll, May 14, 17 21 • 

};fa4a~n, 

I Have l\lrea.lii:y had ,the hOllOW- ,to acqu.aint you, 
.that Wf! .haye a :fr:heme for a fotdement in this 

iplace; but it;l.orcier .to know the "eadDn of this pro
jeCt,it wt!l,be proper to .obferv.e, that as the Enz
Jiihpl'ereod, by yjrtue 9f the ,treaty of Utrecht, to 
.the :fove.teignty.of aU Ilhe lIliOCiJu,oife.counuy, and by 
-cOOft;Cil;lAence, to .be pounded on that fIde, .by Lake 
Ontario only; now it is evident, that, in cafe we 
allow of their pretenlions, they would then have it 
~fSllut.eJy in .th,cir .power .to eftablifu tlht;mfelves 
W'ttily in ,tilt: beatt oftbe French qolonies, or at 
.1eaft, Rltirdy to ,miD their commerce. In order, 
A:nerefQI'e, to ,prevJln£ thiseviJ., it has been jude;ed 
.proper, w.ithout, hoW'~v;er, ~\I iolatillg ..nhe ,treaty. to 
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make a fettlement in fome place, which might fe .. 
cure to us the free communication between the lakes, 
aod where the Englilh lhould not have it in their 
power to oppofe us. A c~mmiffiol1 ha~ th~refo~e 
been given to M. de Joncalre, who havmg In hIs 
youth been, prifoner amongft the Tfonnonthouans, 
fo inGnuated himfelf into the good graces of thofe 
Indians, chat they adopted him, fo that even in the 
hotteft of their wars with u<;, and notwithftanding. 
his remarkable fervices to his country, he has al
ways enjoyed the privileges of that adoption. 

On receiving the orders I have b~en now men
tioning to you, he repaired to them, affembled their 
chiefs, and after having affured them, that his great
eft: pleafure in this world would be to live amongft 
his brethren; he added, that he would much ofeener· 
viGt them, had he a cabin amongft them, to which 
he might retire when he had a mind to be private. 
They told him, that they had always looked upon 
hiln as one of their own children, that he had only 
to make choice of a place to his liking in any part 
of the country. He a1ked no more, but went im
mediately and made choice of a fpot on the banks. 
of the river, which terminates the canton of Tfon
nonthouan, where he built his cabbin. The news 
of this foon reached New-York, where it excit
ed fo much the more the jealoufy of the Englilh, 
as that nation had never been able to obtain the fa
vour granted to the Sieur de J oncaire, in any Iro .. 
quoife canton. 

They made loud remonfirances, which being fe~ 
(:onded with prefents, the other four cantons at once 
efpoufeq their interefts. They were, however, ne
ver the nearer their point, as the cantons are not 
9.n1y ~nqepend~n~ of each other, Qut alfo very jea,-

lou!!. 
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lous .of this ipdependance. It was therefore necef
fary to gain that of Tfonnonthouan, and the Eng
lifh omitted npthing to accomplifh it ; but they were 
foon fenfible they fhould never be able to get Jon
caire difmilfed from Niagara. At laft they content
ed themfel ves with demanding, that, at leaft, they 
might be permitted to have a cabin in the fame 
place; but this was -likewife refufed them. "Our 
country is in peace, [aid the Tfonnonthouans, the 
French and you will never be able to live together, 
without raifing difturbances. Moreover, added 
they, it is of no confequence that J oncaire fhotlld 
remain here; he is a child of the nation, he enjoys 
his right which we are not at liberty to take from 
him." 

Now, Madam, we muft acknowledge, that no
thing but zeal for the ptlblick good could pollibly 
induce an officer to remain in fuch a country as this, 
than which a wilder and more frightful is not to be 
feen. On the one fide you fee juft under your feet, 
and as it were at the bottom of an abyfs, a great 
river, but which in this place is liker a torrent by 
its rapidity, by the whirIpooh formed by a thoulimd 
rocks, through which it with difficulty finds a paf
fage, and by the foam with which it is always co
vered ; on the other the view is confined by three, 
mountains placed one over the other, and whereof 
the laft hides itfelf in the clouds. This would have 
been a very proper [cene for the poets to make the 
Titans attempt to [cale the heavens. in a word, 
on whatever fide you turn your eyes, you difcover 
nothing which does not infpire a fecret horror. 

You have, however, but a very fhort way to go, 
to behold a very different prof pea. Behind thofe 
\lncultivated alld uninhabitable mountains, you ~n

JOY 
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joy the fight of a rich country, m:Jgnificent forelts, 
beautiful and fruitful hi)ls; you bre</.the the pure1l: 
air, under the mildeft and molt temperate climate 
imaginable, fituated between two lakes the ledit of 
which * is two hundred and firty leagues In CIr

cuit. 

It is my opinion that had we the precaution to 
make (ure of a place of this confequence, by a good 
fonrefs, and by a tolerable colony, all tbe forces of 
the Iroquoife and Engliili conjoined, would not 
have been able, at this time to driv:e 1.16 oot of it, 
and that we ourfelves would have been in a condi
tion to give law to the foemCi, and to hinder molt 
part of the Indians from carrying their furs to the 
fecond, as they daily do with impunity. The com
pany I found here with M. de J onca.it;e, was com
pofed.of the baron de Longueil, king's lieutenant 
in Montreal t, the marquis de Cavagnal, ion .of 
the marquis de Vawdrcuil, the prefent governor.of 
New-Fr~nce; M. de Senneville, capmin, and the 
Sieur de la Chauvignerie, enfign, and inter:preter of 
the Iroquoife language. Thefe gentlemen are about 
negotiating an agreement of differences with the 
canton of Onontague, and were ordered to vifit the 
fettlement of the Sieur de Joncaire, with which tbey 
were extremely well fatisfied. The Tfonnonthou
ans renewed to them tbe promife tbey had for
merly made them, to maintain it. This was done 
in a 'Council, in which Joncaire, as they told me, 
fpoke with all the .goorl fenfe of a Frenchman, 
whereof he enjoys a JiM'ge ihare,and with the fub
limelt eloquence of an lroquoife. 

"Lake Ontario. LBkeErie is ,three hundred leagues round. 
t He died governor of this city. 

On 
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On the eve of their departure, that is, 011 the 
'29th, a Miffif,jague regaled us with a feRival, which 
has fomething in it ungular enough. It was quite 
dark when it began, and on entering the cablO of 
this Indian, we found a fire lighted, ne.!!" which fat 
a man beating on a kind of drum; anot:ler was 
conftantly fhaking his Cbllh"(;uv;, and Gnging at 
the fame time. This lafted two hours, and tired 
us very much as they were always repeating the 
fame thing over again, or rather uttering half arti
culated founds, and that without the leafl: vari.uion. 
We entreated our hoft not to carry this prelude any 
further, who with a good deal of difficulty {hewed. 
us this mark of complaifance. 

Next, five or fix women made their appearance, 
drawing up in a line, in very clofe order, their ilrms 
hanging down, and dancing and finging at the 
fame time, that is to fay, they moved fame pacer> 
forwards, and then as many backwards, without 
breaking the rank. When they had continued thu. 
exercife about a quarter of an hour, the fire, which 
was all that gave light in the cabbin, was put om, 
and then nothing was to be perceived but an Indiafl 
dancing with a lighted coal in his mouth. The 
concert of the drum and chichicoue ftill continued, 
the women repeated their dances and finging from 
time to time; the Indian danced all the while, but 
as he could only be diftinguiihed by the light of the 
coal in his mouth he appeared like a goblin, and 
was horrible to fee. This medley of dancing, and 
finging, and inftruments, and that fire which ·never 
went out, had a very wild and whimfical appear
ance, and diverted us for half an hour ; after which 
we went out of the cabin, though the entertainment 
lafted till morning. This Madam is all I faw of the 
fire· dance, and I ,have not been able to learn what 

paffed 
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paffed the remainder of the night. The mufick, 
which I heard for fome time after, was a great deal 
more fupportable at a diftance than when near it. 
The contraft of male and female voices at a certain 
diihnce had a pleafant effect enough ; and if the 
Indian women were taught mufick, I am confident 
they would make very Jgreeable fingers. 

I was very defirous to know how a man was able 
to hold a lighted coal in his mouth fo long, with
out being burnt, and without its going out; but 
alII have been able to karn oi- this point is, that 
the Indians are acquainted with a plant which ren
ders the part that has been rubbed with it infenfible 
to fire, but whereoF they would never communi
cate the d:fcovery to the Europeans. \\' e know 
that the onion and garLck will produce the fame 
effect, though for aver;, 1110rt while *. Befrdes, 
how C(luld this coal remain fo long lighted? be this 
as it will, I remember to have read in the letters of 
one of our ancienr mlffionaries of Canada, a thing 
that has fame reLlticl1 to this, and which he learned 
from another ffilffionary who was an eye witnefs. 
This perf on iliewed him one day a ftone, which one 
of their juglers or quacks had thrown into the fire 
in his prefence, leaving it :here till it became red 
hot; after which falling into a fort of enthufiaftick 
frenzy, he took it between his teeth, and carrying 
it always in that manner, went to vifit a patient, 
the mifiionary following him; as he can: the ftone 
upon the ground, the father on taking it up, 
perceived the marks of the Indian's teeth in it, but 
yet could not obterve the lean: fign of burnin~ in 
his mouth. He does not mention what the ql~ck 

. .. It is pretended that the leaves of the anemone of Canada. 
mother refpects very caufiick, have this virtue. 

did 
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did afterwards for the relief of the patient; but: 
here is another incident of the fame kind, and pro
ceeding ti'om the fame fource, and of which your 
Grace will judge as you t"ink proper. 

A Huron woman, after having had a vifion, tme 
or falfe, wa~ feized with a giddintfs, and an almofl: 
univerfal contratl:ion of the nerves. As this wo
man from the beginning of the diforder, neTer 
fiept without having many troublefome dreams, ihe 
began to fllfpetl: fomething preternatural in it, and 
took it into her head, ihe fhould be cured by means 
of a feaft whereof fhe herfelf regulated all the ce
remonies, according to what [he laid, fhe remem
bered to have f,en formerly pratl:iled. Firfl:, fhe 
would have them carry her to the village where ihe 
was born, the elders \\ hom ihe caufed to be adver
tized of her defign exhorting all the people to ac
company her. In a moment's time her cabin was 
crowded with people, who came to offer her their 
fervice. She accepted them, inftrucred them in 
what they were to do, and immediately the ftoutei1: 
of them placed her in a kind of litter, and carried 
her by Wins, finging with all their might. 

\~\'hen they were come near the village, they af
fembled a great council to which the miffionaries 
wen:: invited by way of compliment, who did all 
in their power, bm inetfecruaJly, to diffuade them 
from a thing, in which they jul1ly fufpecrtd equal 
folly and fuperfiition. They calmly heard all they 
had to fay on this fubjecr, but when they had done. 
fpeaking, one cf the chiefs of the council, under
took to refute their arguments, but with no better 
fuccefs. Then leaving- the miffiomxies where he 
found them, he exhorted all the affiCcants to acquit 
themfdves exactly of what ihould be prefcribed 

them, 
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(hem, :lnd to maintain the ancient cufl:oms. Whilft 
he was ftill fpeaking, tWO depmies from the pa
tient entered the alft:mbly, and requell.::d on her 
behalf, to have ferlt her two young boys and two 
young girls, arrired in robes a~d belts of Wam
pum, with certain pre[ents, which 11le mentioned, 
aLidina, that if'e would make known her further in-b _ 

temic;;:~ to rhelc four perions. 

This \\'3S in~mediately put in execution, a (],ort 
while aftcF .. :;-cis, the four young per[ons returned, 
empty hanl,ed, and almoft naked, the patient hav
i!lg firp[ them of all they had, even to their wry 
robes. In [his o.ndition they elltered the council 
which was ihll afTembltd, and fet fonh the demands 
of [his woman, conuiting of two and twenty arti
cle~, amongft which one was a blue covering, to 
Iv furni111ed b:; the r:'iiIionJries, and all of them to 
k deliver~d within an hour. They tried all their 
rhew; i,'k to obtain the covering, but this being pe
remptu! ily refuled, they were obliged to go with
out it. As [Llon as the rick perf on received the other 
P;"!(T,~S, flie entered the village, being carried, as 
1 hJve already Lid, all the way. Towards even
in;;, a FuH< k criLr, by her order, ma,:e procla
marion, to have fires lighted in every cabbin, /he 
b::n:; to vfi[ them ;:;1], which accordingly ilie did 
as hn as tLc fun was r~t, being jupponed by two 
tTl<' n, JIi<; iu;l,)Wt·d b,,' the v.hole \'ilbge. She 
}dfeJ thf()ll~~h [he mi,)dk.of all the fires, her ket 
;lI1d kgs n:l!·ccd, withoLt receiving any harm, whilLt 
h.:r t\',() jl'Pl(Jrtn:" tl',ough they did their utmofr 
to ,dtd.\'"urs to keep clear of being fcarched fl1fier~d 
for ,;d:. as they were o~l ged to condull: her in this 
manner ac:o:~ ut,wards ot thrle hllndnd fires: as 
!vr her par" her L<Jn:Lnt ~on'J pl.:inr was of the 

cold; 
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cold; at the end of this courre, the declared !he 
fdt hertdf better. 

On the morrow, at funrife, they began, and by 
her order too, a kind of Bat.:chanalian fethval, which 
lafied three days. On the firft\ all the people run 
through the cabins, breaking and overturning every 
thing, and, in proportion as the noire and hubbub 
encreafed, the patient declared that her pains dimi
nifhecl. The other two days were f?ent in running 
over all the fires through which 111e had paffed, pro
pofing her deli-res in :enigmatical terms, which they 
were obliged to divine, and to perform accordingly, 
that inHll.11l; fome of theie were obfcene even to a 
horrible degree. The fourth day, tlte fick periOQ 
made, a fecond time, the tour of all the cabbins, 
but in a very different manner from the firft. She 
was placed in the midft of two troops of Indians, 
marching one after another, with a fad and Jan
guifhing air, and obf~rving a profound filence. No 
perC on was fuff--ered to be in her way, and thofe who 
tOrmed the vangu::rd of ·here(cort, cleared the road 
of alI they mtt. .~s loon as fue entered any cabin 
they made l:er fit down, and placed themfeives 
round her; fhefrghed,related with a moving ac
cent, all her evils., and gavt:to underftand tilat her 
being ;perh!CHy cured, depended Ot~ the accomplifu
,ment of fome wrfh, which·jk kept to herfelt~ and 
which mu" be divined. Everyone did h.s beft 
to interpret it, but this defire was very compiex, 
and confifted of a grentnumber of particulars, 10 
that in proportroA as they htt\lpon one of them, 
they were obliged to give her what the fought for, 
·:fhe fcarce ever left any cabbm, tillilie haJ got all 
it contained. 

When 



( 35 2 ) 

When fbe raw them at a lofs to guefs her mean· 
ing, fbe expreffed herlelf fomewhat more clearly, 
and when they had gueffed all, fbe caufed C'."ty 

thinO' to be refiored. There was no longer any 
doubt of her being perfectly cured, and a fefiival 
was made on the occaGon, which confified in cries, 
or rather, hideous how lings, and all manner of ex
travaO'ancies. Lafily, {he paid her acknowledg
ment~, and, the better to tef!:ify her gratitude, Ihe 
vifited all the cabbins a third time, but without any 
ceremony. The millonary, who was witnefs to 
this ridiculous fcene, fays, that the fick perf on was 
not entirely cured, but that fbe was, however, a 
great deal better, though the mof!: healthy and ro
buf!: rerfon would have died under fuch an opera
tion. The father was at great pains to caule her 
take notice, that her pretended genius or familiar, 
had promiled her a perfect cure, but had failed of 
his promife. He was anfwered, that amonglt fuch 
a number of things as were to be done, it was hard
ly pollble fomething fbould not have been omitted. 
He expected they would have chiefly infified on the 
rdufal of the blue covering; it is true they made no 
mention of it, only they faid, that after this refural, 
the genius had appeared to the patient, and affured 
her that this refufal {hould do her no prejudice, be
caufe, the French not being natives of the country, 
the genii had no power over them. I return to my 
voyage. 

The officers having departed, I afcended thofe 
frightful mountains, in order to vifit the famous 
Fall of Niagara, above which I was to take water; 
this is a journey of three leagues, though formerly 
five; becaufe the way then lay by the other, that 
is, the weft· fide of the river, and alfo becaufe the 
place for embarking lay full two leagues above the 

Fall. 
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Fall. But there has fince been found, on the left, 
at the diftance of half a quarter of a league from 
this cataraCt, a creek, , where the current is not per
ceivable, and confequently a place where one may 
take water without danger. My fir: t care, ~.fter 
my arrival, was to villt the nobleft cafcade perhaps 
in the world; but I pre!ently found the baron de la 

-Hontan had committed fuch a rniftake with refpeCt 
to its height and figure, as to give grounds to be
lieve he had never [een it. It is certain, that if you 
mea[ure its height by that of the three mountains, 
you are obliged to climb to get at it, it does not 
come much fllort of what the map of M. Del1ifle 
makes it; that is, fix hundred feet, ha\'iIW certain
ly gone into this paradox, either, on tht faith of 
the baron de 1.1 Hontan or father Hennepin; but 
after I arrived at the fum mit of the third moun
tain, I ()~: Jerv'clL that in the fpace of three leagues, 
which I had to walk before I c::une to this piece of 
water, though YOll are fometimes obliged to afcend, 
you muft yet deJcend frill more, a circumfbnce to 
which travdkrs [cern not to have [ufficiC:ll ,L' attend
ed. As it is impomble to approach it but' on one 
fide only, and conftquently to fee it, excepting in 
profil, or fideways; it is no eafy matter to meafure 
its height with inllrurnents. It, has, however, 
been attempted by means of a pole tied to a long 
line, and after many repeated trials, it has been 
fonnd only one hundred and fi(,eeil, or one hundred 
and twenty 11'c-t high. Hut it is impclilolc to be 
[ure that the pole has not been flopt by fome PI',)
jeCtinCJ' rock; for though it \\as always drawn up 
·wet, ~s well as the end of the line to which it was 
tied, this proves nothing at all, as the water \\-~hich 
I ,rCl ipitates itfelf from the 11l0Iintail1,. rib \'~ry 
hi",h in foam. For m:,r own p:'c, ;;tttr luvmg 
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examined it on all fides, where it could be viewed 
to the greatell: advantage, I am inclined to think 
we cannot allow it lefs than a hundred and forty, or 
fifty feet. 

As to its fiCTure, it is in the fhape of a horfe
!hoe, and is ab~ut four hundred paces in circum
ference; it is divided into two, exactly in the mid
dle, by a very narrow iflaml, half a quarter of a 
l~ague long. It is trut', thofe two parts very foon 
unite; that on my fide, and which I could only 
have a fide view of, has feveral branches which pro
ject from the body of the cafcade, but that which 
I viewed in front, appeared to me quite entire. 
The baron de la Hontan mentions a torrent, which 
if this author has not invented it, mull: certainly 
fall through fome channel on the melting of the 
fnows. 

You may ealily guers, Madam, that a great way 
below this fall, the river ftiil retains {hong marks 
of fo violent a iliock; accordingly, it becomes on
ly navigable three leagues below, and exactly at the 
place which M. de Joncaire has choren for his refi
dence. It iliould by right be equally unnavigable 
above it, lince the river falls perpendicular the whole 
fpace of its breadth. But belides the iQand, which 
divides it into two, feveral rocks which are fcattered 
up and down above it, abate much of the rapidity 
ot the ftream; it is notwith!l:anding fo very ftrong, 
that ten or twelve Outaways try ina to crofs over to 

the ilhnd to !hun the lroquoire who were in purfuit 
of them, were drawn into the precipice, in fpite of 
:111 their efforts to preferve themfelves. 

I have 
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I have heard fay that the fi1h that happen to be 

entangled in the current, fall dead into the river, 
and that the Indians of thore parts were confiderably 
advantaged by them; but I faw nothing of this 
fort. 1 was alfo told, that the birds that attempted 
to fiy over were fometimes caught in the whirlwind 
formed, by the violence of the torrent. But I ob
ferved quite the contrary, for I raw Lnall birds fiy
ing very low, and exaCtly over the Fall, which yet 
cleared their paffage very well. 

This ilieet of water falls upon a rock, and there 
are two rearons which induce me to believe, that it 
has either found, or perhaps in time hollowed out 
a cavern of confiderable depth. The firO: is, that 
the noire it makes is very hollow, refembling that 
of thunder at a diftance. You can [carce hear it 
at M. de Joncaire's, and what you hear in this place, 
may poffibly be only that of the whirlpools caured 
by the rocks, which fill the bed of the river as far 
as this. And fa much the rather as above the ca
taract, you do not hear it near fa far. The fecond 
is, that nothing has ever been feen again that has 
once fallen over it, not even the wrecks of the 
canoe of the Outaways, I mentioned juft now. Be 
this as it will, Ovid gives us the defcription of fuch 
another cataract fituated according to him in the 
delightful valley of Tempe. I will not pretend that 
the country of Niagara is as fine as that, though 
I believe its cataract much the nobleft of the two". 

• Eft ncrnus Ha!moni~, pTa!rupta quod undique claudit 
Sylva, vocant Tempe, P"T qUa! Peneus ab irno 
Effufu, Pilldo fpumoli; voivimT undis. 
Dejectifque gra\'i tenues agitantia furno> 
N ubila conducit, furnmifqlle aCpergine fylvas 
Impluit, et Coniti, plufq uam viciQa fatigat. MET. Liv. I. 

Z 2 Bdides 



( 356 ) 
Befides I perceived no mifi above it, but from 

behind, at a.difiance, one would take it for fmoke, 
and there is no perlon who woul? not be deceived 
with it, if he came in fight ot the ii1e, without 
havincr been told before-hand that there was fo fur-o 
prifing a cataract in this place. . 

The foil of the three leagues J had to walk a foot 
to t:;ct hither, and which is called the carrying-place 
of ~1\' i.13J.r,1, teems very indiff~rent; it is even very 
ill-\\'ll)c~~d, and you cannot walk ten paces without 
treading on ant· hills, or meeting with rattle-fnakes, 
elpecially during the heat of the day. I think, I 
wId you, Madam, that the [nJians efieem the Belli 
of thole reptiles a very great dainty. In general, 
ferpents are no way frightful to thefe people; there 
is no animal you fee oftener painted on their faces 
and bodies, and they feldom ever purfue them, ex~ 
cept for food. The bones and fkins of ferpents 
are alia of great fervice to their jugglers and wiz
ards in divining; the lafi of which they make ufe 
of for belts and fillets. It is no leis true what we 
ar~ told of their having the fecret of enchanting, or, 
to fpeak more properly, fiupifying thole animals; 
their taking them alive, handling them, and put
ting them in their bofum, without receiving any 
hurt; a circumfiance, which contributes not a lit
tle towards gaining thl.:l11 the great credit they have 
among a thde people. 

I was going to feal this letter, when my people 
came to tell me, we /hould not fet out to-morrow as 
1 expected. So I mufl: wait with patience, and 
profit what I can of my fpare time. I am therefore 
going to refume the article of the wars of the In
dians, '.-:h::!l will not be fo loon exhaufted. The 

b m~ 
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moment all the warriors are embarked, the C.!noes 
fail to a little difiance, keeping clofe together in one 
line; then the chief rifes, holding in his hand his 
chichicoue, and flngs aloud his own war-fona, to 
which his foldiers made anfwer by a treble

b 
be: ! 

fetched from the bottom of their breaih. The el
ders and chiefs of the council who have remJinc(ll'I1 
the banks, thell exhort the warriors to do tkir duty, 
and above all to beware of being furpriLL This 
is, of all the advices which can be given an Indian, 
the moft necdfary, and that, by which they gene
rally profit Iea(l-. This admonition, however, in
terrupts not the chief who continues to fing all the 
while. Laftly, the warriours conjure their relations 
and friends, to remember them continually, and 
then raiflng the moft horrid fhouts or how lings all 
together, they immediately fet out with fo much ce
lerity, that they are initantly out of fight. 

The Hurons and Iroquois make no ufe of ~he 
chichicoue, but give them to their prifoners, io that 
this which with other Indians is a warlike in(lru
ment, feems with them a mark or badge of £lavery. 
The warriors never make £l10rt marches, efpecially 
when in large bodies; moreover, they confirue evel '/ 
thing that happens into an omen, and the jugglers, 

, whole funCl:iun it is to explain them, hal1en or retard 
their marches at pleafure \VhiIll they are in a country 
where they have no fufpicion of ;,;1 U1L'llly, they 
ufe no manner of precaution, and iomeLimes there 
are !carce halt a dozen warr,ors to.::,e;htr, the reft 
being difperfld up anJdowl1

1 
a hunting. But Ict 

them be at ever fo great a diflance from the rout, 
they are fure to be at the place v( rendezvous at the 
hour appointed. 

Z 3 Thry 
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They pitch their camp long before fun ·fet, and 

commonly leave in the front of it a large fpace, in
elofed with :l pallifade, or rather a kind of lattice
work, on which are placed their manitous, turned 
towards that fide on which their rout lies. They 
invoke them for the fpace of an hour, and the fame 
thing is done every morning before they fet out. 
This bein;:>; done, they imagine they have nothing 
to fear, being perfuaded that the genii take upon 
themfelves the office of ceminds, :lnd the whole 
army l1eeps fecurely under their jifeguard. No ex
perience is able to undeceive thefe barbarians, or to 
draw them out of their prefumptuous confidence. 
This has its fouree in an indolence and lazinefs which 
nothing is able to overcome. 

Every thing in the way of the warriors is held as 
an enemy. In cafe, however, they fhould happen 
to meet with their allies, or parties of near the fame 
force with whom they no have quarrel, they enter in a 
league of mutual friendfhip. If the allies they meet are 
at war with the fame enemy, the chief of the il:rong
eft party, or of that which has firft taken up arms, 
gives the other a prefent of fealps, of which they 
never fail to make provifion for fuch occafions; 
and tells him, You alfo ha't'e a blow hT[; that is, 
you have fulfilled your engagements, your honour 
is nOw feeme, and you are at liberty to return; but 
this is to be underlIood when the rencounter is ac
ciden.tal, and that no word or promife has pa{fed 
br.twlx[ them, or that they have no need of a rein-
forcement. ' 

'\7hen they are on the po:n r of enterinO' the ene-
, 'h I r C' my s (0Ulltry, tney a,t to ptrrorm a very extraor-

dl~~ry ceremony. In the evenin;; there is a great 
feaO: 
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feaft, after which they go to fleep As foon as ail 
are awake, thole who have had any dreams go from 
tent to tent, or rather from fire to fire, Iinging their 
death-long, in which they infert their dreams in an 
enigmatical manner. Everyone rts his brains to 
work to interpret them, and !hould no one be able 
to fucceed in it, the dreamers are fite to return home. 
A notable opportunity for cow:uds truly. lJcc r
wards new invocations are made to the genii, and 
they animate themfelves anew to acquit themlelves 
nobly, and to perform wonders; they hear to aid 
each other mutually; lallly, they begin their march, 
and in cale they have come thus Lr in canoes, they 
take a great care to conceal them. If every thing 
were exaClly done, which is preicril:ed on fuch oc
cafions, it would be very difficult to furprife an 1r.
dian party in an enemy':, country. Thtre muft no 
more fires be lighted, no more !houring, a.nd no 
more hunting; they are not even to fpeak but by 
figns; but thefe laws are ill-obferved. The Indians 
are naturally prefumptul)us, and the leaft CJpable of 
confinement of any people in the wodd. They 
negleCt not, however, to lend out fcouts every even
ing, who employ twO or three hours in excurfions 
on different fides. If thefr difcovcr nothing, tht y 
fleep fecurely, and once more abandon thtir camp 
to the fafeguard of their manitolls. 

As foon as they have difco·"ered ~n enemy, they 
fend to reconnoitre him, and all tbe reFort of thofe 
fent out, hold a coum il. 1 he arrack is generally 
made at day- break. This is the till~e tbey fuppole 
the enemy to be in the deepefl: neep, and they keep 
themfelves the whole night lad flat upon their faces, 
without ftirring. They make the;r approaches in the 
fame manner, creeping upon hands and feet, till they 
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h:lVe got within ,t bow-fhot of the enemy. Then 
tLey ;.til fL:lt up, the chief gives the fii:,:nal by a 
lmall C1,', to which the whole body makes aF\[\\,cr 
be l::dC('H1S howlings, al,d at the fame time make 
t!'",';1" dile-harge. Then without giving them time to 
recon;" fi-um their confufion they pour upon them 
with h:\"::lC: ill 11:1l1(1. Since the Indi;.tn have fub
Hituted iron lutchets to their olrl '\'Oullen ones, 
their b.lttles have become more bloody, Tk' COI11-

bat ended, they fcalp the dead and dyin;;, and ne
ver think of m..:.Ling priiol111'S, till all rtfifl:ance is 
over. 

But when they find the enemy on Iii" guard, or 
too fl:rongly intrenched they retire, provided they 
have fiill time to do it. Jf not, they holdly re
folve on fighting to the lall: drop, and there is fome
times abundance of blood-fhed on both fides. A 
camp which has been forced is the very piaure of 
fury it l~'l f, the krbarous fierccnefs of the conquer
ors, the defp.1ir of the conquered, who know wh~t 
t:,,:y h3\'e to expect lhould they h!l alive into the 
hands of the t ilC l1J y, occafion prodigious efiorts on 
both fides, ,\hich furpals :111 that can be rdated of 
them. The figure of the combatants all befmeared 
Y'ith bbck and red, fiill allS!l1Ll1t3 the horror of 
the conl1ict, and a vcry gOl,d p,CilllC of hell might 
be dr,l\\il fr<'11l tI,;,) model. \\ bl'l' the victory i, 
no longer douitful, the conquerors 11rfi c1ifp;.ttch all 
fuch as the~' Jefp.lir of bung able to larry with 
thl'm, \\'aliUl:t trouble, and then try only to tire 
the rell: wholll tbey ale delirous of making pri
IOlltTs. 

, The Inelia,:':; are naturally intrep~d, .l,d in fpite of 
tnelr brutal lJ<::rccneJs always r~al11 abunda'lre of 
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co1d blood in the midft of attion; yet they never 
engage in an ope~ country when they can avoid it; 
their reafon for it being, fay they, that a viCl:ory 
bought with blood is no vittory, and that tLe glory 
of a chief confifts above all things in brin~~ ing b.tck: 
all his people fafe and found, or in whole Jl:illc. I 
have heard (,y, that when two enemies who :,r~ ac
quaintances meet in battle, they hold diJ.!c~lles to
gether like the fpeeches of former heroes. I rio 
not believe this happens in the heat or til aCl:ion, 
but it may very well happen in final! rencounters, 
or before pailing fome rivulet, or facing an entrench
ment, in which cafe they bid one another ddian<':e, 
or recall to memory what may have pafTed in fome 
former a'~tion. 

War is almofl: always made by furprize, which 
generally fucceeds well eiiOUf' h For if the f ndians 
are negligent in guarding againfl: furprizes, they are 
equally alert and dextrous in furprifing rh,j[' ene
mies. Edich, thefe people have a natural and a 
mofl: admirah>le talent, or I might call it an infl:intt, 
to know whether they have p;ll',t~d any particular 
way. On the fmoothefl: grafs, or the hardeft earth, 
even on the very nones, they will difcover the tra
ceS of an enemy, and by their fhart and figure uf 
the footfl:eps, and the dilbnce between their prints, 
they will, it is raid, difl:inguifh not only different 
nations, but alro tell whether they were nien 0r 
women who have gone that way. I was long of 
opinion that what I had been told of them was much 
('x,-'~::er,;ted, but the unifcr:n voices of all \\ho h:we 
live:l-and converfed much with Indians, leave Irle 
no room to queftion the truth of them. If there 
are any of the prifoners wounded in fuch manner 
as that they cannot be tranfported, they immediate-

ly 
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ly burn them, and this is done in their firll: tranf
ports of rage, and as they are often obliged to 
make a hall:y retreat, they generally come off 
cheaper than thofe they referve for a Gower punilh
ment. 

It is cu!1omary among fome nations, for the 
chief of the vicl:orious party to leave his hatchet 
upon the field of battle, on which he takes care to 
trace the mark of his nation, that of his family, 
together with his own portrait, that is, an oval, 
with all the figures he wears on his vifage repre
fented within it. Others paint all thefe marks on 
the trunk of a tne, or on a piece of bark, with 
charcoal dun: mixed with fome other colours. They 
alfo add hieroglyphick charaEters by means of which 
pal1engers may inform themfelves of the minutell: 
circllmftances, not only of the aEtion but of the 
whole campaign. The chief of the party may be 
known by the: m:.uks above-mentioned; the number 
of his exploits by fo many matralTes; the number 
of his foldiers by [0 many lines; that of the pri
fOncTs by [0 many [mall figures carrying ll:aves, or 
chichicoues; du( of the killed by fo many human 
figures without heads, with fuch different marks as 
ferve to difiinguilb men grown from women and 
children. But this is not always found very 
I~ear the place of aEtion, for when a party is in 
tear of being purfued, they place them at a d,f
ranee from their route, in order to deceive their 
pur!uers. 

Till ~uc~ t.ime as they reach a country where they 
may be 10 1.ifety, they make abundance of difpatch, 
and that the woundt'd may not retard their flio-ht , . ~ , 
tlley carry them by turns cn litters, or d:'aw them 
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on fledges if it is in the winter-feafon. On enter
ing their canoes, they make their prifoners fing, 
which is aifo done as often as they meet with any 
of their allies. This honour cofts thofe who re
ceive it a feaft, and fomething ftill worfe than the 
trouble of finging to the wretched captives. They 
invite their allies to careJs them; now to carefs a 
prifoner is to do him all the miIChief they can think 
of, or to maim him in fuch manner that he remains 
a cripple for ever after. There are fome chiefs, 
however, who take indifferent good care of thefe 
unhappy people, and who do not furrer them to be 
too cruelly handled; but nothing can come up to 
their care in watching them. In the day time they 
are tied by the neck and arm to the timbers of a 
canoe, and when the journey is by land, there is 
always one to hold them. In the night-time they 
are ftretched along the ground quite naked, and 
there are cords fixed to hooks planted in the ground, 
which tie their legs, arms, and neck fa faft, that 
they cannot ftir, and there are befide5, long cords, 
which are faftened to their hands and feet in fuch 
manner, that the leaft motion they make wakens the 
Indian who lies on thefe cords. 

After the warriors have got Yo ithin a cert .• in dif
tance of their village, they halt, and the chief fends 
to give notice of his approach. Amongft fome na
tions, as foon as the deputy has got near enou6h 
to be within hearing, he makes different cries which 
communicate a general idea of the principal adven
tures and fuccefs of the campaign The firft fig
nifies the number of men killed, by fo many death
cries. J mmecliately the young people come out to 
inform themfelves more particularly; and often a 
whole village runs om, bllt only one perfon accofts 
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the envoy, learns of him the. detail of the news he 
brings; as he relates any partIcular, the other turns 
towards the rell: of the people and repeats it aloud, 
and they anfwer by fo many acclamations or cries 
of lamentation~ as the news prove mournful, or 
the contrary. 

The envoy is afterwards conducted into a cabin, 
where the elders put the fame queftions to him, af
ter which a publick crier invites all the youth to 

00 to meet the warriors, and the women to carry 
~hem refreibments. In otht::r parts they think of 
nothing at firft but bewailing thofe they have loft. 
The envoy makes only death-cries. K 0 body 
comes out to meet him; but on his entering the 
village he finds all the people affembled, he relates 
in few words all that has paffed, and then retires 
to his cabin, where they bring him fomething to 
eat, and for fome time they are wholly occupied in 
mourning for the dead. 

This term being expired, another cry is made, 
to denote the victory. Then everyone Wip:3 off 
his tears, and there is nothing but rejoicing; fome
thing like this is done, at the return from hunt
ing; the women who have remained in the vil
bge go out to meet them, on being informed of 
their approach, and before they are acquainted with 
the fucce[s of their hunting, they fignify by their 
tears the number of deaths fince their departure. 
To return to the warriors, the moment the \\'0-

men join them is properly the beainnina of the 
fufferings of the prifoners; Ikewife~ whe~ fome of 
them have at fir11: been appointed to be adopted, 
w11;ch is not lawful in every nation, their future 
parents, whom they take care to inform, go to a 
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greater diftance to receive them, and conduCt them 
to their cabbins by round about ways. The cap
tives are generally long in the dark wilh refpeEt to 
their fate, and there are few who efcape the firft 
[allies of the rage of the women. But this article 
woula carry me too far, and we muft fet out to
morrow betimes. 

I am, &c. 

LETTER 





LET T E R XVI. 

Fir:fl reception of the prifoners. Triumph of the 
warriors. Dijlributio71 of the captives; ill 
what manner their fate is dt'cided, with what 
happens afterwards. The inhumanity with 
which thofe are treated who are condemned to 
death. 'The courage they jhew. Negotiations 
of the Indians. 

Entrance of Lake Erie, May 27th, 1721. 

j1,1adam, 

I Set out this morning from the Falls of Niagara, 
and had about feven leagues to make before I 

got to Lake Erie, which I have done without any 
trouble. We laid our account with not lying here 
this night; and while my people were rowing with 
all their might, I made a good progrefs in a new 
letter, and now whilft they are taking a little re
pofe I fhall finifh, and give it to fome Canadians 
going to Montreal, whom I met with in this place. 
I fhall refume my account where I left it off in 
my laft. 

All 
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All the prifoners who are condemned to die, and 

thore whole fate is not yet determined, are, a', I 
have already told you, Madam, abandoned to the 
women, who go before the warriors, and it is {ur
prifing how they are able to furvive all the torments 
they make them (uffer. If anyone has loil in the 
war a fon, hulband, or any other perfon who was 
dear to he r, were it thirty years before, fhe becomes 
a fury, the fixes 1I i ,on the firfl: who falls into her 
hands, and it lannot be conceived fo what len;rh 
her rJgp will tLiT;lport her. S:~C: has no regard ei
ther to hum,u,ity or decency, and at every blow the 
gives, you would think he would fall dead at her 
feet, if you did not know how ingenious theie b,ar
barians arc in protracting the molt unheard of tor
ments. The whole night is fpent in this manner at 
the encampment of tk: warriors. 

:t\ ext day is a day of triumph for the conquerors, 
The IroquoiJ ;md fome others affect a great mo
ddl:y, and fl:ill a greater diGnterell:ednefs on thefe oc
caGons. The chiefs enter the village firfl: .by them
fdves, without ~my mar.ks of victory, oblerving a 
profound filence, and retire to their cabins, with
out thewing that they.have the leafl: pretenfions up
on any of the clptives, ~Bllt·among!l: other nations 
affairs are carried on in a different manner; the 
chief marches at the head of his company with the 
air of a conq ueror, his lieutenant comes after him, 
and is preceded by a crier whofe buGnefs is to re
peat the death.qy. The warriors follow NO and 
two, the prifoners being in the middle crowned 
w!th 001'. ers, their face and hair painted, holding a 
flIck III one hand and a chichicoue in the other, their 
body almoll: naLd, ,their arms tied above the eI
bcw \\'ith' a cord, the l::\tremit;es of which are held 
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by the warriors, and finging all the while their 
death-fong to the beat of the chichikouc. 

This fong is at the fame time extremely fierce 
and doleful, the captive difcovering nothing that 
has the leafr appearance of a perfon that has been 
vanquifhed, cor is under affiitl:ion. The pl'rport of 
this fong is as follows: "I am brave and undaunt
" ed, and fear ntither death nor the cruellefr tor
" ments; thofe who fear them are cowards and Ids 
" than women; life is nothing to a man that has 
" courage; may rag(~ and delpair choak alI my 
" enemies; why cannot I devour them and drink 
" up their blood to the Iall drop." The priloners 
are made to halt from time to time, the Indians 
meanwhile flocking round them, dancing themfdves 
and cauling them i:o dance which they feem to do 
very chearfully, relating all the time the bravefr ac
tions of their lives, and mentioning the names of 
all thofe whom they have killed or burnt. They 
take particular notice of thole in whom the ailiil
ants are mo!l:ly interefred; and it may be faid, that 
their chief defign is to incenfe the arb;tas of their 
fate more and more againll them. fhe1e bravados 
[eldom fail to pro\'o~~c the fury. of all who hear 
them, and their vanity frequently colls them dear. 
B'Jt from the manner in which they bear the crud
eft treatment, one fhould tbink tb.lt tormmting 
{hem is doing them a pleafL1re. 

Sometimes they are forced to run between two 
roWs of Indians armed with fiones and cud. 
gels, who' ihike them as if they intended to 
knock them down at every blow. This, however, 
never happens, for even when they jeem to {trike 
at random, and to be actuated only by fury, they 
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take care never to touch any part where a blow 
might prove mortal. Durin& this operati?n. any 
one has the liberty to ilop the tufferer, who IS IIke
wife permitted to (land in his defence, though it is 
feldom clone to any purpore. As foon as they ar
rive at the village, they are led from cabbin to cab
bin, and are every where treated in the fame man
ner. Here they pluck off a nail, there they take 
off a finger, either with their teeth, or a bad knife 
\vhich cuts like a raw; an old man tears off their 
flelh to the bones, a child pierces them with an awl 
, • .'herever he can, a woman beats them unmerci
fully till her arms fall down with fatigue; all this 
time none of the warriors lay hands on them, tho' 
they 2re fiil! their mailers. They are not even fuf
fered to be maimed without their permiflion, which 
i3 feldom granted. This excepted, everyone may 
make them fuffer what torments he pleates, and 'if 
they are led about in feveral villages, either of the 
fame nation, or of their neighbours, or allies, who 
happen to defire it, they every where meet with the 
fame reception. 

Thefe preliminaries over, they fet about dividing 
the captives whole lot depends upon thofe into whofe 
power they are delivered up. As foon as the coun
cil, where their fate has been determined is over, a 
crier calls an allembly of the people in the [quare, 
where a dill:ribution is made without any noife or 
dlfpute whatfoever. Thofe women who have Joft 
their fons or hufbands in the war, are commonly 
fatisfied in the fidt place. Afterwards they fulfil 
the engagements entered into with thofe from whom 
they have ~eceived collars of Wampum; it there is 
not a fuffiC\e~t number of prironers for this pur
pore, the dete.:\: is fi.lpplied with fcalps, which are 
":orn by way of ornament on days of rejoicing. 
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but at other times are hung up at the gates of their 
cabbins. If on the other hand the number of rri
foners is more than fuffi.cient for thele purpores, the 
overplus is fent to their allies. The plaee of a chief 
is never filled up but by a chief, or by two or three 
{laves, who are always burnt, even though the 
chief had died a natural death. The Iroquois ne
ver fail to fet apart fome prifooers for the ufe of the 
publick, in ..vhich cafe the council difpofes of them 
as they think proper; but the matrons ftill have 
the power to abrogate their fentenee, being abfolute 
fovereigns of the life and death of thofe who have 
been condemned or abfolved by the council. 

The warriors, in fome nations, never divefl: them
felves entirely of the right of difpofing of their 
prifoners, and thoCe to whom the council has di
itributed them, are obliged to make reftitution to 
them if demanded; which, however, Celdom hap
pens, but when it does, they are alfo obliged to re
fiore the pledges they have received from thofe 
who had contracted for thefe prifoners. If upon 
their arrival, the warriors decL1re their intentions 
upon this point. they are feldom oppoCed. In ge
neral, the greateft number of the prifoners of war 
are condemned to die, or to a very fevere {lavery in 
which their life is never fecure.':-Vl'ie are adopted, 
and from that time their condition differs in nothing 
from that of the children of the nation; tbey at: 
fume all the rights of thofe whofe place they oc
cupy, and frequently enter into the {pirit of the 
nation, of which tbey are become memhe: s, in 
fuch a manner, that they make no qifficulcy of go
ing to war againft their own countrymen. By this 
policy, the lroquoife have hitherto fuppowd them
felves, for having been conftantly at war from time 
immemorial, with all the nations round them, they 
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murt have: been, by tllis time, reduced to nothing 
:lad they Lot taken care to naturalize a large pro
l'Oflion of their pril~ncrs of \\ ar. 

It fometimes happens t' at inl1ead of fending the 
oveq 1m cf the captives to other YiIJagcs, they pre
Lnt theirs to printc p::fons, who did not demand 
any, who, in 11lCh a cafe, are not io much the;r 
maCrers as not to be otliged to confult the chierg of 
the coulle,! what they art: to do with them, or elfe 
to al~opt tlem. ]f t:e fidt cate, he to whom a 
Dave has been given, fends for him by one of his 
family, he: then ties him IIp to thl' (lo"r of his cab
lin, after \' hich he c']!" tr,!, t:lC r the ch efs of the 
council, to \',hom he decJ~;ts hiS intenti(ns, and 
afks their Jdvice, II hich thlY g"fl( rally give in a 
manner contorm 'bie to his incllnJt;ons, In the fe
cond cafe, on ddiv( r:ng the priloner into his hands, 
they tell h;m. ., It is a long time fince we have 
" been deprived of fllch a one, YOllr fr;end, or re, 
" lation, who was the fuppon of ollr vii-age." 
Or, ., \\'c regret the (~,ilit or filch a one, whom 
" YOll have lor:, Jr.ll 1\ ;lU, by his \\':idom main
" tained the tranquillity ot the publick, Le murt 
" this day be made to appear again, he \'.as too 
.. dear to us, a' well as tu,) valuable a perlonaae to 

" defer any longer brin;;'il; him back to life ~ we 
" therefore replace him upon his mattrafs in the 
., perfon of this c31'ti\e," 

T :It'le are fome private perfon$, however, pre,· 
:.~.lbly of mo:'e credit and re~)lltation than COmll10n, 
\,,1,,) receive the gift of a priloner without any con
l;ltion at ~IJ, an? with filII libeny to difpofe of him 
as they !t!:<11 thtnk proper; on ddiverina him into 
fuch a perion's hands tGc cOllncrl:lddrefs him in this 
r.~~.::r.':r, "1;,J~(jl.l vihn,,\\iLhal to repair the lofs 
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" of fllCh a one, and to glad the heart of his fa
.. ther, his mother, his wife and his children; whe-< 
" ther you chure to make them drink the broth 
" of this flefh, or rather incline to r,place the de
" c.altd upon his mattrar~ in the pei fon of this cap
"tive. You may do with him according to your 
" will and pleafure." . 

As loon as a prifoner i, 2dopted he is carried to 
the cabbin, where he is to remain, and his lands are 
immediately loofed. He is wafhed with warm wa
ter, and his wounds are probed, if he h~,-s any, and 
\Ve~e they even full of worms he is foon cured; 
nothing is omitted to n-llke him forget all the evils 
he has fuJferecl, \'ictujls are fet b'i(xe him, and he 
is pl'uperly drdfed. In a wO:'d, they could not do 
more for the child of the houte, or even for the per
ion whom he reaores again to li,e, as they exprds 
themfelves. Some days ;jfter this a feail: is made, 
in the courfe of which he receives in a folemn man
ner the name of him whom h~ replaces, and from 
thenceforth not only fucct'eds to all his rghts, but 
1ikewifc becoi11es liahle to :::11 his obligations. 

Amongil: the ; !ur(JI:~ and Iroquois th'll:: who are 
condemned to be burnt, are fometimes as well trea
ted from the fiflt, and even till the moment of thc'ir 
execution, as thofe 'SilO al'~ ,.td!)Pt~J. It is proba
ble thefe are vi..:t:ms f:men,_d fur flCriIlce, and they 
are indeed offered \;[' to the god 0; \\':1r: the only 
difference betwixt t:lcm and U:hcT c~pti"'('s, is thac 
their faces are fmeared over 'xith blac!c J" xcel': . 
inC' this, tbey treat them in ;:k; belt m"nner po{Jjl;t":, 

. b, b I 'b '+' 1 - l' Jetting ej(H'~ t lem tne c'< tOOL, nC·'.'l'r fp'~J ~mg ro 
them bur with all air or friendthip, c ,l::ng rhem lon, 
brother, nephew, 3CC()r,h1~ :is they themfdves are 
reInted to the perfon Wl ,()!.: m<ll1t-; th' r;;i!~J:1crs are 
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to appeafe by their death: fomet.imes they yield. the 
girls up to their pleafures, who ierv.e tbem as wIves 
during the time they have yet to hve. But when 
they qre apprifed of their fate, they mut1: be careful
ly watched for fear they /hould efcape. For this 
reafon it is often concealed from them. 

As foon as every thing is ready for the execution 
they are delivered up to a woman, \\'ho trom the 
fondnefs of a mother paffes at once into the rage of 
a fury, and from the tendereft carefIes to the moll: 
extreme tranfports of madnefs. She begins with 
invoking the Il;ad~ of him whom fbe is about to a
venge. "Approach, fays /he, thou art going to 
" be appeared; I am rreparing for thee a feaft, 
" drink deep draughts of this broth which is now 
" to be poured alit before thee; receive the victim 
" prepan::d for thee in the perfon of this warrior; 
" he i11all be burnt and put into the chaldron; 
" burning hatchets Ihall be applied to his lkin; his 
" fcal p f11all be flea'd off; they 1\ ill drink out of 
" his fcull; ceafe therefore thy complaining; thou 
« /halt be fully Lltisficd." Th;s formulJ, which is 
properly the fentence of death, often varies conflder
ably in the c-xpreffion, but is always nearly the lame 
in fubrlance. A crier then calls the prifoner out of 
his cabbin, procla:ming with a loud voice the in
tentions of the perJon to whom he belongs, and con
cludes with exhorting the youth to perform their 
plrts well. A {econd herald then advances, and 
addreffing himfelf to the priloner, tells him, " Thou 
" art going to be burnt, my brother, be of uood 
" courage" He again anfwers coolly, " It is 
" well, I thank thee." Immediately tie whole vil~ 
L1C't fet up a loud D10ut, and the prifoner is con
dLcted to the place appointed for his execution. 

The 
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The prifoner is commonly tied to a poft by the 

hands and feet, but in fuch a manner that he may 
turn quite round it. Sometimes when the execu
tion is to be in a cabbin, whence there is no danger 
of his making his efcape, he is not tied, but futrer
ed to run from one end to the other. Before they 
begin burning him, he fings his death fang for the 
Iaft time, then he makes a recital of all the gallant 
actions of his life, and almoft always in a manner 
the moft intuiting to the by-ftanders. Afterwards 
he exhorts them not to fpare him, but to remember 
that he is a man and a warrior. I am much mif
taken, if the fufferer's ftnging with all his might, 
and inlulting and defying his executioners, as they 
commonly do to their laft breath, i~ the circumfiance 
that ought to furprife us moll: in thofe tragical and 
barbarous [cenes; for there is in this a fiercenef~ 
which elevates the mind, which tran/ports it, and 
even withdraws it from the thoughts of what they 
iuffer, and at the fame time prevents their fhewing 
too much fenfibility. Befides, the motions they 
make divert their thoughts, and produce the fame 
efiect, nay fometimes a great('I", thm cries and 
tears would do. In the 1all: place, they are fenlible 
there is no mercy to be expecreJ, and def~)air gives 
them ftrength, and infpires them \", itll refolution. 

Th:s fFcies of inlenfibility is not however fo 11-

niverfal as a great many have believed. It is no 
rare thing to hur thtfe wretches crying in fuch a 
manner as would piercc the hard,ft he:1rts, which 
however only IT;oiL"l s the actors ane ;li1;fiants. But 
as to this inhumanity in the Indians, of which 11, .. 
man nature could hardly tave been [I'()l'~,h[ c1pa
ble, J believe d:cy have attained to it by degrees, 
and that practice has il1ft-nfibly :1Ccuit0:11eG them to 
it; that the dellre of making till ir en-:my ihow :l 

r\ a 4 mean-
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meanne(s of (pirit, [;,e in(ults which the fu ffe reI S 

never fail to offer to their tormentors, the deGre of 
revenae, a ruling pafi;on in thefe people, which they 
never~hink fufficiently gratified while thofe who are 
L:e objf"c'l s of it continue to thew the leaf!: fparks of 
remaining courage, and finally, fi.lperfhtion have all 
a great Dlare in it : for what exceires will not a falle 
zeal, inflamed by 10 m;l,lY paJIions, produce! 

I thall not give you a detail, Madam, of every 
thing that paires at thefe horrible executions. It 
,,:ould engage me too far, becau(e t"ere is no uni
formity, nor any rules in them but Vi hat are fuggeft
ed by fury and caprice. I here are often as many 
aCtors as liledarors, that is to fay, inhabitants of the 
v illage, men, women and children, everyone doing 
as much mifchief as pofiible, and none but thofe 
belonging t'J the obbin [0 which the priloner had 
been deltvl'red, refraining hum tor:nentln; him; at 
leaO: this is the praCtice among fome nations. They 
commonly begin with burning the feet, then the 
legs, thus afcending t·) t!-.·~ head, and fometimes 
they make the DlInil11ment Ian: for a whole v"cek, 
as happened to a gentleman of C ail:1da amoncr the 
Iroquois. Thofe are leafl: li,ared, who havingDbeen 
already tal,CIl :J!:d adoptnl, or :;,[ at libertv, are 
ab:rward, ret1::~n. They a~~ louked upon ;s un
natural ch:]drtn, or lIn;;rJ~:,:~'ui ixrions, \,:10 have 
made war upon tilt!f pd.rn1ts <\.,!! benefaCtors, and 
no mercy W'latt''tf is fr.:-··x;] t;.;-!n. It fometimcs 
happens th::t the FJ·::~;}t is bt at his libert\" evt'!1 
[:10' he is not exec'..lteo in a c:,Llbin, and [uH~r:::ci to 
fiand on :1!5 own L1e;ence, which he does Ids thro' 
'lope of flving n s li:e, than out of J defire to 
revenge r,is d.:dC:) b~L.'r:: hJt,J, and :,) 3Clluire the 
rcpurat:u;l of C\Eig; :t:·;,~ a brave m.ln. T:,~re have 
~eti1 man;: ir.:·anc'Cs ,to prove Wil,lt J p[',')dio-ious 
lI': ;;r~:: ot ueilbth ar,,_~ LOUrJ~C; ;Ulil .t r,;::<)ll.lti~n is 

capab:e 
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capable of infpiring, of which the following, atteft
ed by perfons of credit who were eye-witnelfes, is 
one very remarkable. 

An Iroquoiscaptain of the canton calledOnnt)'outh, 
rather chote to expofe himfdf to the worft that could 
happen, than to difhonour himfelf by fiying, which 
he reckoned of dangerous confequence from the ill 
example it would give to the youth under his com
mand. He fought a long time like a man refolved 
to die with his arms in his hands, but the Hurons 
his enemies were refolved on taking him if pollible 
alive. Luckily for him and thole who were taken 
prironers with him, they were conduCted to a vil
lage where there happened to be fome miffionaries, 
who were allowed the full liberty of converfing with 
them. Thefe fathers found them of an admirable 
docility, which they looked upon as a beginning of 
the grace of thtir converfion; accordingly they in
ftruCted and baptized them; they were all burnt in 
a few days afterwards, and teftified to their laft mo
ments a fort of con1l:ancy, which the Indians were 
not till then acquainted with, and which, infidels as 
they were, they attributed to the virtue of the fa
crament of bapti1in. 

The Iroquois captain, notwithftanding, believed 
he might lawfu ly do his enemies all the mif
chief in his power, and delay his death as long as 
pomble. They had made him a[cend a fort of ftage 
or theatre, when; they began by burning his body 
all over, without the lealt mercy, to which he ap
peared as infenfible as jf he had felt no pain; but 
on perceiving one of his companions whom they 
were tormenting juft by him, betray fome figns of 
Vveaknefs, he teitified a great deal of uneafinefs, and 
lm;tted nothing in his power co encourage him to 

bear 
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bear hI> futTerings with patience, thro' the hopes of 
the happinefs awaiting them in ~eaven, and he had 
the fatisfaction to fee him expire like a brave man 
and a chrittian. 

Then all thofe who had put his companion to 
death fell upon him with fuch rage as jf they would 
tear him to pieces. He appeared not at all moved 
at it, and they were now at a lofs to find any part 
of his body that was fenfible to pain; when one of 
the executioners, after making an incifion in the 
ikin quite round his head, tore it entirely off by 
mere force and violence. The pain made him fall 
into a fwoon, when his tormentors believing him 
dead, left him. Upon his recovery a moment after, 
and feeing nothing near him but the dead body of 
his friend, he took up a firebrand with both hands, 
fcorched and flead as they were, defying his execu
tioners to come near him. This uncommon refolu
tion terrified them, they made hideous {houts, ran 
to arms, fome laying hold of burning coals, and 
and others feizing red hot irons, and all at once 
poured upon him; he frood the brunt of their fury 
with the courage of a man in defpair, and even 
made them retire. The fire thar 1tJrrounded him 
ferved him for an entrenchment, which he com
pleated with the ladders they had ufed to afcend the 
fcaffold, and thus fortifying himfelf, and making a 
fort of citadel of his funeral pi.e, which was now 
become the theatre of his bravery, and armed with 
the inftruments of his torture, he was for a confi
derable time the terror of a whole canton, and not 
one had the heart to approach him, tho' he was 
more than half burnt to death, and the blood trick
led from all parts of hi: body. 

His 



( 379 ) 
His foot happening to flip, as he was endeavouring 

to avoid a fire··brand darted at him, delivered him 
once more into the hands of his murderers, who, as 
you may well imagine, made him pay dear for the 
terror he had put them into. After being tired with 
tormenting him, they threw him into the middle 
of a great coal fire, where they left him, fully per
fuaded he would never be able to rife from it. But 
they were deceivrd, for when they leaft thought of 
it, they beheld him armed with fire-brands running 
towards the village, as if he was going to fet it on 
fire. All hearts were frozen with fe/lr, and no one 
dared to face him, when juft as he had almoft reach
ed the firft rabbin, a ftick thrown at him, and fal
ling between his legs, brought him to the ground, 
and they laid hold of him before he could recover 
himfelf. Here they firft 'Cut off his hands and feet, 
and rolled him upon burning embers, and then 
threw him below the burning trunk of a tree, the 
whole village gathering round him to enjoy the fpec
tacle. 

He loft fuch a quantity of blood as almoft ex
tingui1hed the fire, fo that they had now no manner 
of apprehenfion remaining of any future attempt. 
He made however another, which Chuck terror into 
the moll: undaunted. He crept lIpon his knees and 
elhows with fo much vigour, and with fuch a threat
ning afpect, as made thofe who were neareft him re
tire to a difhnce, more indeed out of aftonilhment 
than fear, for what could he have done mutilated 
and dilrnembered as he was? In this dreadful con
dition the mifJionaries, who had never loll: fight of 
him, endeavoured to put him in mind of thole eter
nal truths with which he had been at firll: fo much 
penetrated; he liftened with attention, and feemed 
tor fome time entirely taken up with the thoughts, 

of 
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of his {alvation, when one of the HUron5 tak
ing advantag~ of this opportunity, {huck off his 

head. 

If thole nations, MaJam, make war like Barba
rians. it muit however be allowed that ill treaties of 
peace, ami generally in all negociations, they di{
play fuch a dexterity, addrefs and elevation of {oul, 
as would do honollr to the moll: civilized nations. 
They never trouble themt'Llve, about making con
qie!l:s, or extemiing their dominions. Some na
tiens knw no manner of dominion or tovereignty ; 
and thole who have never been at a difr.mce from 
their native country, and who look upon themfelves 
as the lords and fovereigns cf th~ loil, are not fo 
iel\clus of their property as to find fault with n~w
'comers who fettle on it, provided they do not at
tempt to moleft them. The points which are the 
onL fubjrcts of their treaties, are to make alliances 
againit powerful enemies; to put:\I1 end to a war 
which may have cecome burthentol11c to both par
ties; or rather to treat of a {ufpen[ion of hoitilities, 
for I have already obterved, that every war is -ever
laiting among the: ndians, w lkn it ha~)pens between 
different nations. Thus a tr,:;.ttv of peace is very 
little to be depended on, whiltl: any of the parties 
are capable of mole!l:ing or giving uneafinefs to the 
other. 

During ti-.e whole time of the nerrrciation, and 
even before it commences, their chitf care is, that 
they may not ftem to make t:le fir[t advances, or if 
they do, they ufe all their addrefs to make their 
enemy believe that it does not proceed flom fear 
or neceffity; ~nd this I It is managed very artfull y. 
A plenipotentiary abates nothing of his h;:lllghtinefs, 
even when the affairs of his country are in the worft 
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iicuation; and he has generally the good fortune to 
perfuade thofe with whom he is treating, that it is 
their interel1: to put an end to hol1:ilities, tho' they: 
have been the conquerors. It is befides of the I ail: 
confequence to himfelf, to employ all his eloquence 
and addrers, for fhould his propofals happen not to 
be relifhed; he mul1: keep well on his guard, a blow 
with a hatchet being fometimes the only anfwer gi
ven on fuch occallons. He is not out of danger 
even ir he {'/Capes the firl1: furprife, but mul1: lay his 
account with being purfued and burnt, if taken, 
provided fuch an act: of violence can be juf1:ified by 
any pretext, fuch as that of reprifals for a like pro
ceeding. Thus it happened to [orne French a
mongl1: the Iroquois, to whom they had been fent 
on the part of the governor general; and the· mif
fionarits, who for fome years rellded among thofe 
Barbarians, altho' they were under the fafeguard of 
the public faith, and in fome meafure agents for tlw 
colony, yet were every day in dread of being facri
ficed to fame ancient grudge, or becoming viCtims 
to the intrigues of the governors of New York. 

It is furprifing, in fhort, that nations who never 
make war from motives of interelt, and who even 
carry their difinteref1:ednels to fuch a height, that 
their warriors never load themfelves \1, ith the [pails 
of the vanquifhed, and if they bring home any 
booty, abandon it to the firl1: that pleafes to take it; 
and JaJ1:1y, who take up arms for glory only, or to 
revenge themfelves on their enemies; it is, I fay. 
quite aflonifhing to fee them fo well verfed and 
pratt-ifed in the greatel1: refinements of poJir:y, and 
even 10 as to keep miniflers reliding amongft their 
enemies at the public ex pence. They have one cuf
tom with refped to thefe agents, which at firl1: fight, 
appears flJfficj~nth' extravagant, tho' it may be rec-

koned 
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koned prudent enough at the fame time, which i~ 
that they never pay any regard to any intelligence 
they receive from thefe penfiuners, if it is not ac
companied with fome prefent. Their policy here 
arifes no do\;bt from this conlideration, tho'lt in or
der to give an entire credit to any piece of intelli
gence, it is not only neceffary that he who commu
nicates it fhould have nothing to hope frl'm it, but 
even that it fhould be attended with fome expence 
to him, both becallf~ the intereft of the public 
thould be his only motive for fending it, and alfo 
that he may not rafhly trouble them with trifling 
and fuperficial matters. 

I am, &c. 

l nd of the FIR S T Vo L U M E. 


	978-1-4591-5701-9_00001
	978-1-4591-5701-9_00002
	978-1-4591-5701-9_00003
	978-1-4591-5701-9_00004
	978-1-4591-5701-9_00005
	978-1-4591-5701-9_00006
	978-1-4591-5701-9_00007
	978-1-4591-5701-9_00008
	978-1-4591-5701-9_00009
	978-1-4591-5701-9_00010
	978-1-4591-5701-9_00011
	978-1-4591-5701-9_00012
	978-1-4591-5701-9_00013
	978-1-4591-5701-9_00014
	978-1-4591-5701-9_00015
	978-1-4591-5701-9_00016
	978-1-4591-5701-9_00017
	978-1-4591-5701-9_00018
	978-1-4591-5701-9_00019
	978-1-4591-5701-9_00020
	978-1-4591-5701-9_00021
	978-1-4591-5701-9_00022
	978-1-4591-5701-9_00023
	978-1-4591-5701-9_00024
	978-1-4591-5701-9_00025
	978-1-4591-5701-9_00026
	978-1-4591-5701-9_00027
	978-1-4591-5701-9_00028
	978-1-4591-5701-9_00029
	978-1-4591-5701-9_00030
	978-1-4591-5701-9_00031
	978-1-4591-5701-9_00032
	978-1-4591-5701-9_00033
	978-1-4591-5701-9_00034
	978-1-4591-5701-9_00035
	978-1-4591-5701-9_00036
	978-1-4591-5701-9_00037
	978-1-4591-5701-9_00038
	978-1-4591-5701-9_00039
	978-1-4591-5701-9_00040
	978-1-4591-5701-9_00041
	978-1-4591-5701-9_00042
	978-1-4591-5701-9_00043
	978-1-4591-5701-9_00044
	978-1-4591-5701-9_00045
	978-1-4591-5701-9_00046
	978-1-4591-5701-9_00047
	978-1-4591-5701-9_00048
	978-1-4591-5701-9_00049
	978-1-4591-5701-9_00050
	978-1-4591-5701-9_00051
	978-1-4591-5701-9_00052
	978-1-4591-5701-9_00053
	978-1-4591-5701-9_00054
	978-1-4591-5701-9_00055
	978-1-4591-5701-9_00056
	978-1-4591-5701-9_00057
	978-1-4591-5701-9_00058
	978-1-4591-5701-9_00059
	978-1-4591-5701-9_00060
	978-1-4591-5701-9_00061
	978-1-4591-5701-9_00062
	978-1-4591-5701-9_00063
	978-1-4591-5701-9_00064
	978-1-4591-5701-9_00065
	978-1-4591-5701-9_00066
	978-1-4591-5701-9_00067
	978-1-4591-5701-9_00068
	978-1-4591-5701-9_00069
	978-1-4591-5701-9_00070
	978-1-4591-5701-9_00071
	978-1-4591-5701-9_00072
	978-1-4591-5701-9_00073
	978-1-4591-5701-9_00074
	978-1-4591-5701-9_00075
	978-1-4591-5701-9_00076
	978-1-4591-5701-9_00077
	978-1-4591-5701-9_00078
	978-1-4591-5701-9_00079
	978-1-4591-5701-9_00080
	978-1-4591-5701-9_00081
	978-1-4591-5701-9_00082
	978-1-4591-5701-9_00083
	978-1-4591-5701-9_00084
	978-1-4591-5701-9_00085
	978-1-4591-5701-9_00086
	978-1-4591-5701-9_00087
	978-1-4591-5701-9_00088
	978-1-4591-5701-9_00089
	978-1-4591-5701-9_00090
	978-1-4591-5701-9_00091
	978-1-4591-5701-9_00092
	978-1-4591-5701-9_00093
	978-1-4591-5701-9_00094
	978-1-4591-5701-9_00095
	978-1-4591-5701-9_00096
	978-1-4591-5701-9_00097
	978-1-4591-5701-9_00098
	978-1-4591-5701-9_00099
	978-1-4591-5701-9_00100
	978-1-4591-5701-9_00101
	978-1-4591-5701-9_00102
	978-1-4591-5701-9_00103
	978-1-4591-5701-9_00104
	978-1-4591-5701-9_00105
	978-1-4591-5701-9_00106
	978-1-4591-5701-9_00107
	978-1-4591-5701-9_00108
	978-1-4591-5701-9_00109
	978-1-4591-5701-9_00110
	978-1-4591-5701-9_00111
	978-1-4591-5701-9_00112
	978-1-4591-5701-9_00113
	978-1-4591-5701-9_00114
	978-1-4591-5701-9_00115
	978-1-4591-5701-9_00116
	978-1-4591-5701-9_00117
	978-1-4591-5701-9_00118
	978-1-4591-5701-9_00119
	978-1-4591-5701-9_00120
	978-1-4591-5701-9_00121
	978-1-4591-5701-9_00122
	978-1-4591-5701-9_00123
	978-1-4591-5701-9_00124
	978-1-4591-5701-9_00125
	978-1-4591-5701-9_00126
	978-1-4591-5701-9_00127
	978-1-4591-5701-9_00128
	978-1-4591-5701-9_00129
	978-1-4591-5701-9_00130
	978-1-4591-5701-9_00131
	978-1-4591-5701-9_00132
	978-1-4591-5701-9_00133
	978-1-4591-5701-9_00134
	978-1-4591-5701-9_00135
	978-1-4591-5701-9_00136
	978-1-4591-5701-9_00137
	978-1-4591-5701-9_00138
	978-1-4591-5701-9_00139
	978-1-4591-5701-9_00140
	978-1-4591-5701-9_00141
	978-1-4591-5701-9_00142
	978-1-4591-5701-9_00143
	978-1-4591-5701-9_00144
	978-1-4591-5701-9_00145
	978-1-4591-5701-9_00146
	978-1-4591-5701-9_00147
	978-1-4591-5701-9_00148
	978-1-4591-5701-9_00149
	978-1-4591-5701-9_00150
	978-1-4591-5701-9_00151
	978-1-4591-5701-9_00152
	978-1-4591-5701-9_00153
	978-1-4591-5701-9_00154
	978-1-4591-5701-9_00155
	978-1-4591-5701-9_00156
	978-1-4591-5701-9_00157
	978-1-4591-5701-9_00158
	978-1-4591-5701-9_00159
	978-1-4591-5701-9_00160
	978-1-4591-5701-9_00161
	978-1-4591-5701-9_00162
	978-1-4591-5701-9_00163
	978-1-4591-5701-9_00164
	978-1-4591-5701-9_00165
	978-1-4591-5701-9_00166
	978-1-4591-5701-9_00167
	978-1-4591-5701-9_00168
	978-1-4591-5701-9_00169
	978-1-4591-5701-9_00170
	978-1-4591-5701-9_00171
	978-1-4591-5701-9_00172
	978-1-4591-5701-9_00173
	978-1-4591-5701-9_00174
	978-1-4591-5701-9_00175
	978-1-4591-5701-9_00176
	978-1-4591-5701-9_00177
	978-1-4591-5701-9_00178
	978-1-4591-5701-9_00179
	978-1-4591-5701-9_00180
	978-1-4591-5701-9_00181
	978-1-4591-5701-9_00182
	978-1-4591-5701-9_00183
	978-1-4591-5701-9_00184
	978-1-4591-5701-9_00185
	978-1-4591-5701-9_00186
	978-1-4591-5701-9_00187
	978-1-4591-5701-9_00188
	978-1-4591-5701-9_00189
	978-1-4591-5701-9_00190
	978-1-4591-5701-9_00191
	978-1-4591-5701-9_00192
	978-1-4591-5701-9_00193
	978-1-4591-5701-9_00194
	978-1-4591-5701-9_00195
	978-1-4591-5701-9_00196
	978-1-4591-5701-9_00197
	978-1-4591-5701-9_00198
	978-1-4591-5701-9_00199
	978-1-4591-5701-9_00200
	978-1-4591-5701-9_00201
	978-1-4591-5701-9_00202
	978-1-4591-5701-9_00203
	978-1-4591-5701-9_00204
	978-1-4591-5701-9_00205
	978-1-4591-5701-9_00206
	978-1-4591-5701-9_00207
	978-1-4591-5701-9_00208
	978-1-4591-5701-9_00209
	978-1-4591-5701-9_00210
	978-1-4591-5701-9_00211
	978-1-4591-5701-9_00212
	978-1-4591-5701-9_00213
	978-1-4591-5701-9_00214
	978-1-4591-5701-9_00215
	978-1-4591-5701-9_00216
	978-1-4591-5701-9_00217
	978-1-4591-5701-9_00218
	978-1-4591-5701-9_00219
	978-1-4591-5701-9_00220
	978-1-4591-5701-9_00221
	978-1-4591-5701-9_00222
	978-1-4591-5701-9_00223
	978-1-4591-5701-9_00224
	978-1-4591-5701-9_00225
	978-1-4591-5701-9_00226
	978-1-4591-5701-9_00227
	978-1-4591-5701-9_00228
	978-1-4591-5701-9_00229
	978-1-4591-5701-9_00230
	978-1-4591-5701-9_00231
	978-1-4591-5701-9_00232
	978-1-4591-5701-9_00233
	978-1-4591-5701-9_00234
	978-1-4591-5701-9_00235
	978-1-4591-5701-9_00236
	978-1-4591-5701-9_00237
	978-1-4591-5701-9_00238
	978-1-4591-5701-9_00239
	978-1-4591-5701-9_00240
	978-1-4591-5701-9_00241
	978-1-4591-5701-9_00242
	978-1-4591-5701-9_00243
	978-1-4591-5701-9_00244
	978-1-4591-5701-9_00245
	978-1-4591-5701-9_00246
	978-1-4591-5701-9_00247
	978-1-4591-5701-9_00248
	978-1-4591-5701-9_00249
	978-1-4591-5701-9_00250
	978-1-4591-5701-9_00251
	978-1-4591-5701-9_00252
	978-1-4591-5701-9_00253
	978-1-4591-5701-9_00254
	978-1-4591-5701-9_00255
	978-1-4591-5701-9_00256
	978-1-4591-5701-9_00257
	978-1-4591-5701-9_00258
	978-1-4591-5701-9_00259
	978-1-4591-5701-9_00260
	978-1-4591-5701-9_00261
	978-1-4591-5701-9_00262
	978-1-4591-5701-9_00263
	978-1-4591-5701-9_00264
	978-1-4591-5701-9_00265
	978-1-4591-5701-9_00266
	978-1-4591-5701-9_00267
	978-1-4591-5701-9_00268
	978-1-4591-5701-9_00269
	978-1-4591-5701-9_00270
	978-1-4591-5701-9_00271
	978-1-4591-5701-9_00272
	978-1-4591-5701-9_00273
	978-1-4591-5701-9_00274
	978-1-4591-5701-9_00275
	978-1-4591-5701-9_00276
	978-1-4591-5701-9_00277
	978-1-4591-5701-9_00278
	978-1-4591-5701-9_00279
	978-1-4591-5701-9_00280
	978-1-4591-5701-9_00281
	978-1-4591-5701-9_00282
	978-1-4591-5701-9_00283
	978-1-4591-5701-9_00284
	978-1-4591-5701-9_00285
	978-1-4591-5701-9_00286
	978-1-4591-5701-9_00287
	978-1-4591-5701-9_00288
	978-1-4591-5701-9_00289
	978-1-4591-5701-9_00290
	978-1-4591-5701-9_00291
	978-1-4591-5701-9_00292
	978-1-4591-5701-9_00293
	978-1-4591-5701-9_00294
	978-1-4591-5701-9_00295
	978-1-4591-5701-9_00296
	978-1-4591-5701-9_00297
	978-1-4591-5701-9_00298
	978-1-4591-5701-9_00299
	978-1-4591-5701-9_00300
	978-1-4591-5701-9_00301
	978-1-4591-5701-9_00302
	978-1-4591-5701-9_00303
	978-1-4591-5701-9_00304
	978-1-4591-5701-9_00305
	978-1-4591-5701-9_00306
	978-1-4591-5701-9_00307
	978-1-4591-5701-9_00308
	978-1-4591-5701-9_00309
	978-1-4591-5701-9_00310
	978-1-4591-5701-9_00311
	978-1-4591-5701-9_00312
	978-1-4591-5701-9_00313
	978-1-4591-5701-9_00314
	978-1-4591-5701-9_00315
	978-1-4591-5701-9_00316
	978-1-4591-5701-9_00317
	978-1-4591-5701-9_00318
	978-1-4591-5701-9_00319
	978-1-4591-5701-9_00320
	978-1-4591-5701-9_00321
	978-1-4591-5701-9_00322
	978-1-4591-5701-9_00323
	978-1-4591-5701-9_00324
	978-1-4591-5701-9_00325
	978-1-4591-5701-9_00326
	978-1-4591-5701-9_00327
	978-1-4591-5701-9_00328
	978-1-4591-5701-9_00329
	978-1-4591-5701-9_00330
	978-1-4591-5701-9_00331
	978-1-4591-5701-9_00332
	978-1-4591-5701-9_00333
	978-1-4591-5701-9_00334
	978-1-4591-5701-9_00335
	978-1-4591-5701-9_00336
	978-1-4591-5701-9_00337
	978-1-4591-5701-9_00338
	978-1-4591-5701-9_00339
	978-1-4591-5701-9_00340
	978-1-4591-5701-9_00341
	978-1-4591-5701-9_00342
	978-1-4591-5701-9_00343
	978-1-4591-5701-9_00344
	978-1-4591-5701-9_00345
	978-1-4591-5701-9_00346
	978-1-4591-5701-9_00347
	978-1-4591-5701-9_00348
	978-1-4591-5701-9_00349
	978-1-4591-5701-9_00350
	978-1-4591-5701-9_00351
	978-1-4591-5701-9_00352
	978-1-4591-5701-9_00353
	978-1-4591-5701-9_00354
	978-1-4591-5701-9_00355
	978-1-4591-5701-9_00356
	978-1-4591-5701-9_00357
	978-1-4591-5701-9_00358
	978-1-4591-5701-9_00359
	978-1-4591-5701-9_00360
	978-1-4591-5701-9_00361
	978-1-4591-5701-9_00362
	978-1-4591-5701-9_00363
	978-1-4591-5701-9_00364
	978-1-4591-5701-9_00365
	978-1-4591-5701-9_00366
	978-1-4591-5701-9_00367
	978-1-4591-5701-9_00368
	978-1-4591-5701-9_00369
	978-1-4591-5701-9_00370
	978-1-4591-5701-9_00371
	978-1-4591-5701-9_00372
	978-1-4591-5701-9_00373
	978-1-4591-5701-9_00374

