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PREFACE. 

The Intercolonial Railway, whieh wa" 

opened for r-ublic tntffic on the 3rd July, 

1876, passes through a country but little 
, , 

Imo\tn .. This Guide Book ha", accordingly, 

been wr~tten for the purpose of pointing out 

the particulars of the varied scenery along the 

line-the great Yaridy of fishing, from the 

noble i":llmon weighing 40 Ibs. or more, to the 

speckled kout-and the new plaee:; where 

cool breezes and sea-bathing may be found in 

the hot and sultry months of sum mel'. 

The railway has been builthy the Govel'l1-

ment of Canada. All of the materials used in 

its construction are of the best descl'iption. 

It i:; laid throughout with Bessemer steel rails, 
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imported from England, and manufactured 

undcr a system of rigid inspection. The 

bridge . ., are all of the mo.,t solid description 

that ma~(lnl'y and iron e:.'tn produce. The iron 

work of the bridges W:L, ;-;npplied by some of 

the best and most renowned maker., in England 

and the United Staks, and the llla.,onry is the 

bc"t and most substantial that has ever been 

con~trllctcd on this Continent. The ballasting 

of the line 'ha., been completed in a manner 

nent' L,eforc attempted on this side of the 

Atlantic; and in every l'C~PC(t the railway i" 

completed in the most substantial and durable 

manner that money could provide or engineer­

ing skill suggest. 

The rolling stock has been provided in the 

same libCl'alspil'it. Thc engines are all of the 

ncwe,t and most p'l\n'l'fnl make, and supplied 

by the lllo,t experienced and skilful manu­

facturers, The pass('n",'CI' carriages have 
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nearly all been built ill the GOyel'nmellt ,,"orb 

at }luncton, and, whil"r ('un~tl'llded with all 

the late,4 improvements, h~wc had l'''pccially 

in "iew strength and dUJ'ability, 

All pas~cllgl'l' tl'ai ns m'e fully equipped with 

}lillcr platforms and the most approved des­

cription of :iiI' hl'ake", In "hnl't, both rolling 

stock and road have been constructed in the 

best p()~"il']c rr,anner, 

Pullman',.; celebrated Palace Cars run upon 

all Express Train~. 

The following l'agl''' will give the public 

some idea of the beautiful and varied scenery 

through which the Railway runs, and the 

mallY interesting historic "pots it reaches, 

commencing with Quebee, (the l1ncient Cap­

ital of. Canada) on the St. Lawrenee, and 

ending at Halifax, on the Atlantie Oceall. 

At the latter place an Imrerial garrison is 

stationed; and there, too, the great Dockyard 
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for the British Navy, on this side of the 

Atlantic, is situated. 

On the next page a Table of Distances is 

given, commencing at Montreal, and enume­

rating all the Stations on the new lille of 

Railway. 



TABLE OF DISTANCES. 

STATION TO STATION. MILES. 

172 
i 

Montreal to .~.uebec ..... " ............... '/' 

Quebec to RIHere·du-Loup ................ , 126 
, 

Riviere-du-Loup to Rimouski ........ _ ..... 1 66 

Rimouski to Campbellton ... ' ............ . 123 

Campbellton to Bathurst ................ . 63 

Bathurst to Miramichi. 44 

Chatham Branch ..... . 9 

Miramichi to Moncton. . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 78 

. Moncton to Point du Chene * . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 19 

Moncton to St. John. . . . . . . .. ............ 09 

Moncton to Amherst.... .. ............... 49 

Amherst to Truro. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 77 

Truro to Halifax 61 

Truro to Pictou t 

• Steamers from here to Summerside, on Prince Edward Island. 
t Steamers from here to Charlottetown, Prince Edward Island. 





NAMES OF STATIONS ON THE RAILWAY. 

DISTANCE 

STATION TO STATIO". 

o RIVIERE-DU-LUUP 

6 •••••• Cacouna . . . . 1 

3 ...... St. Arsene ...... 1 

z 
o 8 ...... Isle Verte ..... 
H 
...:l 1 01' ... Trois l'istoles .. - . Z 
...:l ~ 
~ 9 ... " .. St. Simon ...... H 
~ 'U 
Il.t lO ...... St. Fabien...... Z 
~ 0 -< 9 ....... Bic " ... . .. ::is 

Oil ...... Rimouski ..... . 
,~ 

~ lO ..... St. Luce, ..... 11
1 

H 

H 8 .... ST. FLAVIE... Z 
~ 

P 
o 

9 ..... St. Octave.. ... H 

...:l lO ..... Tartague ' ..... 

P 10 ...... Sayabec ..... . 

...:l 

...:l 
~ 
~ 

7 .... . Cedar Hall. .... ~ 

DISTANCE 

STATION TO STATION. 

°1·CAMl'BEL~TON . 
9

1

, . .. Dalhousie ... . 

lUI ...... Charlo .... . 

til' ... New ~lills .. .. 

9'. .Jacquet River .. . 

91 .... Belledune ... , : 

81 •.• Petite Roche .. ' ~ 
L2 ..... Bathurst .. - .. H 

L~ ..... Red Pine. . . .. ~ 
-< 

10 .... Bartibogue . . .. w 

II ... Beaver Brook... 0 
H 

10, ' . MmAMICHI .. 
Z 

6 .. Chatham .Junc ., 0 

4 .. Barnaby Ri vel' H 

11 ...... Forest .... . 
~ ::E 
~ 8 ....... Amqui ....... <1 9 ...... Ferris .... . 

u 
z 
o 

:: L3 ...... CasaupscaJ.. . . .. U ll .... Weldfortl .. . 

~ 15 .. Assametquaghan . , 

~ LO ..... ~Iill Stream ..... 

lO ..... Metapediac ... 

131 .. CA"IPBELLTON .. 

9 ... Coal Branch. 

91" .... Canaan..... I 
ill .. Berry·s Mills ," , 

,S ... ~w\'c"r( IX ... I 

I i I mn:;::~:·"ON 1--1 "A":;'::':'~"WN, I mT':;~:~;A"ON 
0 .... ~1UNCTUN ... '11

: 0 .... MONgTON""!'-1 0: ... ,. TRURO ... .. 
10 .. Boundary Creek. j 2 ..... Hump.reys .. "II 41·.· .. Johnston. ' .. . 

~ 6 P AINSEC JC \' C. I ~ 4: .... Brookfield ... . 
3 .... Salisbury.... -< 

~ 5 .. Dorchester Road" II ~ 5 .... Polly Bog ... . 
4 "'h d' I'.... 4 •.. , Stewiacke ... . 

...... " e lac .... "II H 5 Rh b d' 
2 .. Point du Chene, " <!j ... '" u enaca Ie .. . 

4
1

' ...... Milford ..... . 
::r:: 

5 . Meadow Brook ,.1 _ 51 . ' ... Elmsdale .... . 

5 . Pollet River ... , 

I ~ 5 .... Petitcodiac .... I, 
.=< 

6 .... Anagance .... i' z 
9 .... Penobsquis. . .. -< 7 ... Memramcook .. , Ii ~ :21 ...... Enfield ..... . 
4 ... Plulllweseep. .. ~ 8 .... Dorchester .. ,: :3i ..... Oakfield .... . 

3 S 
Z l2 ..... Sack\'ille ..... 1'1 ~ 2" ' . Grand Lake .. . 

...... , ussex ..... ' ~ \ ~ I 

:II 3 ....• Aubc ' ..... i 2', ' ... Wellington. .. 
5 .... Apohaqui .... I 0 6 .... AMHERST.. ,:: I 81 ,.Windsor Junc ... 
6 ...... N orton. . . . . . - ---------, E: \ 2 ,," Rocky Lake.. . 

I p 5 ...... N appan... "1 3 B If d 6 .... Bloomfield. . .. ~') ~I .. . ... e( 01' ...... 

[

I ' ••••• r aCCian. .... 4 .. Four 'Mile House .. 
1 .... Passekeag .... 1 H 4 ...... Athol ..... 4 .... HALIFAX .... 

4 H t ,Z 5 .. '. Spring Hill.. . -- --1----·-----
.. " an.lp on ... '11 .... 

5 .. NauwIgewauk .. ~ i .. , Salt i'prillgs . , ': p 
_ 4 ..• River Philip ... Ii .~ 

;; .... Quispamsis .... ! ;; •••• ' Uxfor,l. . . . . ~ 
3 . . .. Hothesay .... ~ 4 ..... Thomslln. . . .. ~ 
:2 .... Riverside.... Z 

'r b 'I 0 1 .... url'Y Ul'll .... il f-< 

7 .... Greeuv'ille . . .. ~ 
6 .... \V en tw(,rth ' .. , 
4 .... Folly Lal;e ... 
, ~ 
S .' LI HlflOllli erl',\' . .. ::: 

0., ... ,n:CHU ..... 
41 ...... Yalle)' .. , 
;; , , . .. F nion .... . 
4' , ... }~i \·erstlale ... . 

I 81. . \" est RiYer ... . 
;, .... (;lellgal"ry ... . 

71' .... Hopewell. ... . 
;; .... Stellarton .... . 

5 ...... I )ebert .... ~ :3·. N e,v Glasgo\\' .. , 
k C,.i 

2 .... Broo ville.... Z 

I .... Moosepath. . .. ~ 4 ..... I:-;hg()lli~h ..... 

I ~{ .• ~Al~T JUIIX .. s ..... TfWI!O.".,' 

~ 1 8 .. Pictou Landing .. 
~ I .... pIC'Ton .... 
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CONFEDERATION.-THE CONSTRUCTION OF THE INTERCO­

LONIAL RAILWAY OliE OF THE TER~!S OF l~l\LOli. 

Som ' years ago, J;)artly on accou.qt of ti,l' policy of 

Great 1: ·itain, and partly owing to political combina­
tions i. this country, it was deemed advisable to bring 

I\bout a union of the' whole of thl' British North 

American Colonies, so as to form a J!O\\"l'\" in North 

America, self-sustaining, British in ~l'lltilll("llt, and 

governed by rules derived from the British Constitu­

tion. In the American Colonies, national aspirations 

were rapidly developing themselves, and these, no 
doubt, strengthened the political causes which were at 

work, and so helped to 'bring about that union under 
which British North America now ('xj,;t~, 

In order to unite the~e Provinces, of which the 

B 
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Maritime groul) was otherwise disjointed from the rest, 

a railroad, which would serve as a material bond be­

tween them, and gi"'l.to all access to the ocean, during 

the winter, upon exclusively Canadian territory, was 

deemed an essential part of the political scheme. A. 
survey of such a road, intended to extend from St. 

Andrews, N.B., to Quebec, had been, many years before, 
undertaken under the superintendence of Major Yule, of 

the Royal Engineers, and although the entnl'rise was 

originated and expected to be carried out by a Joint 

Stock Company, for commercial ~ses principally, 
it received the approbation of the British Government, 

and appeared to promise a successful issue. The dis­
pute about the Maine and New Brunswick boundary, 

however, in 1839 and 1840, interrupted the progress of 

the plan. The United States Government claimed the 

territory through which the contemplated railroad was 

to pass, and eventually obtained the concession of a 

lal·ge part of it j but the idea of forming a railway 

connection, l1l'twl'l'n New Brunswick and Canada, was 
not abandoned. 

'fhe British Government had for some time enter­

tained an idea of the lll'l'l'"sity of constructing a 

military road from Halifax to Qu('lll'l', Lord Durham 

urged upon that Government the substitution of a 

railroad in place of an ordinary military road, but for 

some reason his proposition was not acted upon. For 

some yeaTS nothing was done in the matter, but in 1845 
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the question was reyiYe,l, th,' G"Y('rllor of Noya Scotia 

haYing in that year applied tn t)lt· British GllYl'rn­

ment for the nomination of a "ompetl'nt Board of 

:lIilitary Engineers to conduct a 'llI'\'l'~' at the ('liIWW;,' 

either of the Imperial 01' Colonial GOYl'1'Ilments. To 

this application the Imperial GOYl'rnmC'll(' gaye a fa­

"O!'able reply, but refused to grant pecuniary a"istfll1ce. 
The Noya Scotia, New Brunswick and Canadian (10\'­

ernments, however, aCl'epted thl' services of th,· Engin_ 

eers appointed, and a sur",,), of a line from Halifax to 

Quebec, through the northern part of ~ew Brunswick, 

was commenced in 184,6, under the dircctiol1 of "Lajor 

Robinson, R.E., and finished in 1848. Three Fars after 

its completion, chiefly through th,' cx,'rti,)!ls of the 

Hon. Joseph Howe. the British (~"n'rnl1lcnt was in­

due-cd to modify th"ir former policy, and to offer an 

Imperial guarantee of th,' cost of Imilding the road. 

But new difficulties arose, and the matter remained 

in al'l'::anee. It was revived in 18:;2, when Jle"rs. 

Hincks, Young and Tache, once' more calle,l.the at­

tention III' the Maritime Provincl's to t h,' ,;11 hj('c!. Their 

prop"sitilln was favorahly r,'Cc'i"",1 in X"w Brunswick, 

and tit" (ion'rI1lw'llls of that Province and of Canada 

a.'4r",·,1 to llUild a l'("tli through the St. John Val),',', 

but, t'H'lItnall,', the Imperial G()\'t'l'Ilm"nt refused tlw 

guarantee to th.:, new route, whil'h was rei uctantly 

abandoned. 

From that time to 1860, Ilt'gotiati"n~ \\'('I'e renewed 
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from time to time, with a view to"conjoillt action on 
the part of the three Provinces; and in 1862-3 the 
scheme assumed, for a time, a more favorable aspect; 
then, howcYl"]", came up the project of a political union, 
hastened by a crisis in the Canadian Legislature. 

In 1864, and after many tentative mon'Jllellts, dele­
gates from all the Provinces assembled at (iuc-hee, and 
passed a bl·ries of rcsulutiulls, one of which reads as 
follows :-

"The General Government shaIl secure, without 
delay, the completion of the Intercolonial Railway 
from Riviere-du-Loup, through New Brunswick, to 
Truro, in Nova ~cotia" 

This n·.solution was subsequently embodied in the 
Act of tl", British Parliament forming the present 
Dominion of Cauada; and uuder the authority thus 
~6n'll, the road was commenced in 1869, and opened 
for traffic throughout on the 3rd July, 1876. 

The Intercolonial Uailway extends for 178 miles in 
the Province of (!ul"lwl', and lTos,sill!;, into New 
Brunswick at the confluence of the Metapedia and 
the Restigouche, runs through tbat Province a llis­
tane(' of 241 ~ miles. At thl" Rinr Missiquash it 
passes into Noy" l:icotia, to tl'rmina!,' at Truro, a 
llistanl"~ of eighty miles, joining at that place the line 
construded previous to Confederation ]Jetween Truro 
and Halifax. The gl"l'atest altitnde reached by the 
line is in the Province of Quebec. This is at Lake 
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Malfat., 108 miles from l{iyiere-du-Loup, and 743 feet 

aboye t.he kn·1 of the sea. Xoya SClltia ranks next til 

QU .. h'T in point of altitll.k. a hl"isht of 610 fl"d ai.oyc 

till' sea being attain",] at Folly Lake, in the l'llhe'lllicl 

Mountains, twenty-four miles Wl"t of Truro; while 

the highest elevation in K eW Brunswick, 514 fel't, is 

at Bartibogm', about lulf way l,dween Bathurst and 
l\Iiralllicjli. At thl' Ri"er Hl",tig"udll', thc !><lUll,]ary 

between QuelJl'c and Xl"'" Brunswick, ~l<] at the River 

Missi'lllflsh, the houndary of Kuy<t S .. "tia, thc road 

is but little ahlln' tide water; at the former k,s than 

furty feet; at the latter I"" than t<-n feet. The 

levels near tIll' extreme ends of the line-Truro and 

Rivierl'-du-Loup.-are not high, consequently the line 

is divided S"'(1,;':l'aphimll!' into tbree main ridges, one 

in eadl PruYiuce. The ridges may lie described as 

lwill!,:' 180, ~±n and 80 mile'S broad, rising n'''I'''ctin'ly 

to 743, G14 and 610 f"d above the "ea. 

The lin·,: ""11th of M"lldnn has been open since 

1872, by which Pl<'a1lS railway connection lwtWl'C'1l St. 

John and Halifax "'a,, attained. At the north, the 

distance from lli,·iC'r.,-<ll1-Loup to St. Flavie, l'i"hty­

six mileR, was 0pcll<'ll in August, 1874. Bctween 

Campbelltown and J\I"lJd"n, 185 mil,'s, trains han' 

been running "inc" 1",(. winter. 'fhe remninin" 

sections have since 1><,l'U completed, and in -Inn" last 

the first through train passed fI\'t'!' the road. 

The total length of the Intercolonial, from Ri \'il'l'l'-
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du-Loup to Halifax, is 561 miles. 'fhe St. John branch 

is eighty-nine miles long, thl" Pictou branch fifty-two, 
and the Shediac branch ckven miles, making a total 
of 713 miles. 

The Intercolonial is, 1wy(Ond a doubt, one of the bcst 
construdcd and most thoroughly equipped roads on 

this continent, but the (01'.iection is made that it passes 
through some districts where climatic obstacles may 

sometimes serioml~- ob,truct its operatiOlis. The 

possibility of steh obstructions, however, has he en 

taken into the fnll",! consideration, and provision 

has l'l'ell m,ade tv pren'nt the road from being blocked 
up 1,y snow, by the erectioll of fences in thc most 

exposed places, and the construction of sheds over 

cuttings where the snow might IJl' expected to cover 

up th .. track. From inquiries made among the peo­

ple living at different points along the route as to 

the l)j'(Osl'ects of tlie road being kept open during tl ... 
winter, the answer almost everywhere rect'ived was 

that thl're was little dang('r of traffic being interrupted 

to any sedous extent. With this brief introduction 

we will now proceed to a description of the line and 
country through which it runs. 



CHAPTER II. 

RIVIERE-DU-Loup TO STE. FLAYlE. 

Riviere-du-Loup, pleasantly situated on the river of 

the same name, a short distance above the point where 

it enters the St. Lawrence, is the eastern terminus of 

the Grand Trunk Railway, and the western terminus 

of the Intercolonial. From the station the traveller 

obtains a charming view of the sUlrounding country. 

The river in front, rushing impetuously over large 

boulders of rock, creating a wild din, like the sullen 

murmur of distant thunder; the neighboring ranges of 

hills clothed with trees and adorned with foliage; the 

mighty St. Lawnmce in the distance, winding its 

course slowly but majestically sea wards, bearing on 

its expansive bosom the shipping of different nations, 

which carry inwards foreign products to supply the 

wants of the Canadian people, and convey outwards 

the rich and varied productions of the Dominion; a 

range of mountains broken by deep ravines and naITo,," 

gorges, rising abruptly from its northern shore-all 

constitute a scene impressive in its grandeur and ro­

mantic in its general appearance. 

The population of the village is only about 1,600, 

but during the summer and fall months it is visited 
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Ily lalge numbers of tourists and invalids, being a 

splendid ,,,,,tcring place, with bathing, lJOating and 

fishing fadlities in it, immediate neighborhood. The 

people are g'('lllTaUy in go",] circumstances, their easy 

m'CTSS to llIarkct, by lalld anel by Rea, enallling them 

to dispose of their surplus productions with the grl"at .. st 

l"onYenil'lll"e. On th,' l'ast side of the dYer, in the 
neighborhood of the station, the country is very rugged 

and wild; in some plal'l'.' are large precipices, almost 
perpendicular, but the traL"! (If eountry l'xtL'nding to the 

ea"tl Ill'ing comparatively Icyd and thickly wooded, it 
would be impossible for strangers coming towards the 

village to notice the dangers of the locality, A short 

distance below the statiull, and opposite the Railway 

workshops, the rivel' is er""l'd by a handsome iron 

Ill'idgl' 'of three span" olle hundred fL·ct .caeh. The 

masonry is ofthemost sullStalltial character, and the iron 

work, in point of strength, durability and beauty of de­

sig'n, is ""kucn\"ll'dg,:,l to l,l' as' near perfection as it is 

l'ussil)ll' to attain. From till' high land adjoining the 

bridge, a very fine view of the scenery of the riYer is ob­

taincd. In the immediate nl'ig'hllorhood oftllc bridge, on 

thl' north side, there arc "'Yl'ral Hmall falls, and about 

haifa mile further down, a l"","'aele, where the water falls 

fully '''Yl'uty fl'ct, ere·ating a sayage roar which can be 

heard at a considerable ,lisbincl'. Riviere-du-Loup, or 

Fraz''l"Yill,', '" it is 'I!mdillll" called, is about thirty 
mill'S from Murray Bay, and al,out sixty from thl' 
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mouth of the far-famt'd Saf.:Ue'llay. There are two lines 

of steamers on the rou'e Lehl"l!cn these points and 
Quebec, which call dailY,duringthe summa, at Rivicre­

du-Loup, tllU~ afl'ordingtran·llt'r, nn 01'1" ,,,tunity of ",'('­

ing the romantic scenl·ry along Olle of the m",t piCtll­

resqul' streams on the American cont.inent, viAitcd 

annually by thousands of tombts. On hoth sides of 

the Saguenay, about a mile apart, rise thin white cliffs, 

varying in perpendicular height from t"'elye hun~rcd 

to sixteen hundred fed, and tbt',e dills run all the 

way from its sonrCe to its moutl], Ldllg ""Iy broken at 

two points,-Ste. Marguerite and I Il'hn't'll Capes Trinity 

and Eternity-through wbil'h smaller triuutaries pour 

their contributions into the deep ulack waters of 

the main stn'alll. On till' e1ifb, on the right bank, 

may be '''t'n, here and thert', dumps of :;tullt"i pinc, 

but on the other side there is 110 appearance of life or 

verdure, and the huge linw"tolle rock, protrude into 

the gloomy air, white and ]dl'ftt'ile<i. For awful sav­

ageness and sullen gloom, the Sty-', famous in classic 

lore, could not have 1J"c'u more illljll'l'"in', and the 
substitution 1,y tile Sagueuay \.Joatmen, of a hargue de 

l'''pel/I', belching forth flamc' and sIII01«, for the frail 

skiff of the fal'lcd ferryman of old, tilll" not decrease 

the sombre grandeur of the' 'celli'. About' six miles 

above the mouth of the Saguenay i" situated TadOllsac, 

which contains till' remains of oUt' of the oldest Catho­

lic Chul'ehl'R on the .. outiueut. Hf'I'L' are tn he found 
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a vast number of curi()~itil'~ of mineral formation, 

while the fishing is excellent, and is now bcil'g much 

improved by the operation of till' GovernnU'nt fish­

breeding establishment in thl' vicinity. The drives are 

romantic', the scenery is bold, striking and rugged, 

while the people are of that genial class of the old­

fashioned French-Canadian racc, always in good humor, 
always ready to oblige, and, it must be confessed, not 

particulaI"ly given to making extr!lvagant demands 

upon those who patronize them. Fruits of 8everal 

classes are profuse, and those trailing flowers and 

shrubs, which are indigcnous to a mountainous section, 

are plentiful, and upon the whole, ohtainable in a com­

paratively easy manner. The water is brackish, the 

air salt, and the bathing good, the whole combining to 

make 1'adousac a most he~lth-giving summer residence. 

The Tadousac Hotel is amply provided with all neces­

sary comfort, and is well conducted by Mr. Fennell, a 

gentleman favorably known in connection with the 

establishment. At Riviere-du-Loup there are several 

hotels, the principal being" La Rochelle's" and" Le­

mieux's," both of which are ably conducted by their 

respective managers. In thl· river there is excellent 

trout fishing, and occasionally some salmon are caught 

in it. The village is the terminus of the Madawaska 

road, which communicates with Edmonston, N.B., by 

the St. John Valley. It will also be the terminus of the 

N. B. and Riviere-du-Loup R. R., when completed. 



12 GUIDE BOOK TO THE INTERCOLONIAL RAILWAY. 

Six miles from Riviere-du-Loup is Oaco11na, the 

most fashionable watering plac~ in the Dominion, and 
ju~tly deserving the designation of the Saratoga of 

Canada. It is a beautiful village about two miles 

from the station, situated on the south shore of the 

St. Lawrence, within the seigniory of Le Pare, in the 

county of 'femiscouata. Its healtby situation, attract­
ive scenery, and fine shore, naturally adapted for bath­
ing, make it a mo~t desirable summer resOl·t, while for 

transient visitors it has many attractions, cbief among 
them being the excellent fishing in the neighborhood, 
and its easy access to tbe north shore of the St. Law­

rence,.,where some of tbe mOst interesting scenes in the 

Province can be visited, particularly along tbe route of 
the Saguenay. Tbehotel accommodation is unrh"alled 
in any town, of the same size in Canada, the St. 

Lawrence Hall, capable of accommodating 500 guests, 
being a remarkably fine structure, situated in a com­
manding position in the centre of the village, and 
well suited for the requirements of tourists and health 

seekers. There ar~ several other hotels in the place, 
and a number of handsome residences, ereeted by 
Quebec and Montreal gentlemen. The population is 
only about 600, but during the summer it swells up to 

2,000, and some years to 3,000. In the village there 
are tbree chlll"ehes,-Presbyterian, Roman Catholic, 
and Episcopalian,- so that .the religious wants of 

visitors are amply provided for. The steamers of ' the 
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St. Lawrence NavIgation Company, which run lwtwl'l'n 

Quebec and the Sagm·nay, and Ha! Ha! Bay, call 

regularly at Cacouna. Mails are rl'l'cind daily, and 

fol' till' accommodation of the largv numher of business 

men who make their homes here ill th" summer, two 
telegraph offices have heen opened, one at the Post 

Office', and the other at the :-it. Lawrence Hall. In the 

neighboring h1kcs and streams trout ahound, and a 

large number of wild ducks fre(IUent tllC locality in the 

fall months. .At the close of the season races are held,' 

in which horsl,'s from Montreal, Quehec and occasion­

ally from the United States, take part. 

Two miles to the cast of Cacouna is ~t. c\.r~ '11", a 

small village with a popUlation of ahout 900. It is 

about tWLl miles from the station. 'I'he district be­

tween Cacouna and this point is rugged, rather rocky, 

and apparently not Yl'ry snihLblc for agricultlira I 

purposes. 

The next station on the road is Isle Verte, It prOSi"i­

ous village with a popUlation of ahout 1,000. It is 

nine miles from St. Arscne. The inhabitants are very en­

terprising, indications of which are visible on all sirt's. 

There is a large agricultural implement manufactor,v 

in the place, in addition to flouring, carding, d.l'eill~J 

pressing and fulling mills. Isle Verte Island, inhabited 

by fishermen, is opposite the village. It has been 

created a parish under the name of Notre Dame des 

Sept Douleurs. A very handsome church is being 
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erected on the Island. This place looks very pretty 

in the summer, when the trees are clothed with foliage, 

and the fields mantled with all descriptions of cereal 

and Yt'g-eta] ,Ie products. 

BL,tween Isle Vertc and 'l'1'Oi8 Pistoles, the taLle­

land is intersected by the deep ravine formed by the 

stremn of the Trois Pistu].'s River. The ~,yerage width 

between the banks at the tttl' is three hundred feet j the 

stream at the bottom is one hundred feet wide, and the 

ravine one hundred and fifty fcet deep. It is crossed 

by a handsome iron bridge of five spans, the piers being 
substantially built of limestone oLtained from a quarry 

in the vidnity. There is a lurnLer mill on the 1'i,;,er, 

a short distance abovc the ltridge, from whi~h consid­
emLle quantities of timLer arc shipped to Enrope 

every Season. The sccnery along the river is very fine. 

Between the bridge a III I the village there is an immense 

cutting uf clay, of a putty-like dlaracter, through 

which great difficulty was eXl'erienel'u ill constructing 

the road. A hetwy emLankment of similar material 

on the west side of tilt' river" slides" occasionally, 

generally after hl',wy rains, and "'Illt.'times blocks the 

track. It is intended, this summer, to remove the 

top part of thl' emLankment, which will obviate 

the present difficulty. T1'Oi~ Pi stoles has a popu­

lation of 1,000, mostly French-Canadians. There 

arc two good hotels in the placc-D'amour's and Ga­

rant's -which arc generally 'pretty full during the 
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~ummer, The Sl'l'no:ry in the neighborhood is wild 
and rugged, amI the "i Ilag'e has a good reput-'ttion as a 
watering place, OI'I',,,ite it there is a very pretty 
island, which is a source of great danger to ships nav­
igating the Gulf. :-;,~'y('ral shipwrecks 11"\',, recently 
occured on it, The S~lguenay River is dir.~,ctly opposite 
Trois Pistoles, and ,'an be reached aft"r a pleasant 
three hour's sail ,{(TOSS the St, La wrencl'. The inhabit­
ants are not behind thdr neighbours, as far as enter­
prise is concerned; in tit" village there are flouring, 
carding and dyeing mills. In the immediate vicinity 
is Lake St, Simon, in which trout, varying from half a 
pound to tlm'e pounds in weight, can be caught in large 
quanti ties, Cabs can 1 Ie hired in the village on Yt'ry 
rl'asona l,k tenll.S. "H Trois Pistoles there is a most 
commodious and well-kept refreshment room, where 
excellent meals are sernll. 

Nine miles below Trois Pistole's is St. Simon, the 
first parish in the County of Rimouski. The popula­
tion is only about 300, lJUt with the facilities provided 
by the completion of the Railway, it is expected in a 
few years to become a point of considerable importance, 
til ... soil ueing remarkably fertile, the climate healthy, 
and tlw district surrounding it inter:;ccted by numerous 
streams, abounding \VitI! trout, A mail is delivered 
daily, The people are, for the most part, French­
Canadians. 

Tit,· next station i.., St. Fabien, ten miles from St. 
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Simon. The village and the sUlTounding distrid present 

a most charming appearance during the summer, and 

will doubtless ere long become a favorite watering 

l·esort. It is unquestionably one o~ the most romantic 

spots below Quebec. The population is 350, entii·ely 

Freneh-Canadians. A rather handsome ehurch has 

l'een ereded in the place. About half a mile to the 

bac.I. of the village there is a pretty lake, on which 

splendid trout fishing can be had. 
A ShOI-t drive through nn illt·,rcsting tract of country 

IJl"illgs the tr:wdh·r to Bic, a handsome village on the 

St. Lawrence, with a fine harbor open the whole year 

roum\. Its situation is l'icturcsqu1.o, and eVen romantic, 

being surrounded by a group of hills broken lor deep 

gullies, throug·h which streams of vadous dimensions, 

from the small" brawling brook" to moderately sized 

str,oamo', pom· their watns into the St. Lawrence. The 

population of Bic is about 700. It has a good local 

tntlk. 'l'he Raill"Oad passes right through the village, 

and the inhabitants are thus enabled, with the greatest 
COllV,ollicllce, to forward their surplus productions to 

market. The road enters the village round the edge 

of Bic mountain through a deep cutting j in several 

pianos the rock rises fully two hundred feet on both 

sid .. ·, of the track, nearly hanging over the carriages. 

The construction of the line in this neighborhood 

cost an immense amount of money. At one time it 

was proposed to bore a tunnel through the mountain, 
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but owing to the geological formation of the range, 
and the increased outlay which such a work would in­
volve, the idea w~s abandoned. The scenery in the 
neighborhood is chal·ming, and since the completion' 
of the Intercolonial, a large number of lots have been 
purchased along the track by Montreal and Quebec 
gentlemen, on which they intend erecting magnificent 

, summer residences. Hatey River and Bay are three 
miles distant from Bic. The scenery thl"OughoJlt, 
more especially along the river, is lovely, and should 

attract a large number of tourists, now that the access 
to it is rendel·ed so easy by the completion of the 
Intercolonial. The inhabitants of Bic are content to 

quench their thirst with the unpolluted waters of the 
surrounding springs, there. being no establishment 
in the place-not even a drug store-in which beer 
can be purchased, not to talk of the more potentstim" 
ulants which sometimes refresh but generally pros­
trate the energies and blast the prospects of ordinary 
mortals. The hotel accommodation is very deficient 
at present,'but will doubtless be improved when the 
beauties 'of the surrounding country are better known. 
The Montreal Telegraph Company has an office in the 
village. Opposite Bic is L'Islet ou Massacre, about 
'three miles long by three-fourths of a mile broad. A 
deed of blood marks the spot, and history furnishes 
the details of the terrible catastrophe. Abou' two 

centuries' ago two hundred Micmac Indians were 
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camping on the island for thl' night; the canoes had 

been beached, and a neighboring cavern offered an ap­

parently secure resting place to the warriors, their 

"'ivl'S and children. Whilst wrapped in the arms of 

Morpheu~, during the ,till hours of night, a band of 
the Iroquois tribe surn)unded the retreat of their ad­

venturous lind brave rivals, piled birch llark faggots 

around it, and, desperate tn rt'Yl'ngl' tIll' wrongs inflict­

ed upon them, they applied the torch to the combus­

tible heap and in an instant the cave was surrounded 

l)y a circle of fi_·rcl' fire. The Micmacs, terror stricken, 

seized their arms and prepared to rush through the 

flames and to sell their lives as dearly as possible, lmt 

a shower of poisoned arrows mowed them down, the 

tomahawk completed the fiendish work of d,"struction, 

and history mentions but five, out of thl' two hundred, 

who escaped with their lives. Bleached bones, sup­

posed tn he those of the unfortunate warriors, have 

lately been found strewed through the cave, also ela.­
borately finished arrow-heads of flint. A short distance 

to the north nfL'Isld ou )Ia,;,al'l"l', is Bi<:quette Island, 

\.bout half a mile long by one quarter of a mile wide. 

Near its centre is a light-house, exhibiting a revolving 

white light; a gun is fired cvery half-hour during fogs 

and snow storms. Bie is certHin to become one of 

the most attractive summer resorts on the Lower St. 

Lawrence. 

Travelling ('a,;twanb the nt'xt point of importance 
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reached is Rimouski, a large and flourishing town 

fifty-four and-a-half miles below Rivierc~du-Loup, en 

bas, in the Seigniory of St. Bm'nabe. It was created a . 

parish in 1835, is the capital of the County of the same 

name, has a population of about 1,500, and contains 

several handsome pri,oatl' residences, two colleges, 

three convents, a bishop's palace and the County 

buildings. The new convent and C'oIIl'gl', recently 

built, are very fine edifices, and reflect grC'at credit upon 

the architects. The Rimousld TIiYC'r, which rises in 

two considerable branches in rear of the Seigniory 

and falIs into the St. Lawrence, is a spll'ndid stream 

for salmon angling. It is (TU'","] at the wC'st end of 

the village by a beautifnl iron bridge, resting on four 

piers and two abutments. 'rhe Sl'l'lll'ry along the 

ri ver is very pretty, and nothing can he: more charm­

ing than a drive along its hanks on a fine snmmer 

eVen in,!;', when a hreeze is hlowing fresh enough to 

rclil'Yl' the traveller of the tantalizing misery caused 

by the uhiquitous mosquitos. There is a large lumber­

ing establishment on the rin'r, about three miles from 

the town. A wharf, three quarters of a Illile long, has 

been comtructcd by the Govel'llment, about half way 

lWtWl'ell Rimouski and Father Point, at which the 

Eng'Iish mails are landed and taken on board. This 

arrangl'mcnt, which was only made when the In!erco­

lonial Hailway waN completed, will be of great advant­

age to tlwoe el1gilg",i in the commerce of the country, 
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as the mails are now distributed several hours earlier 

than under the old system, while their departure from 

Montreal and the Western cities of the Dominion is 

delayed fully twelve hours. It is intended to extend 

the wharf further out into the hay, to facilitate the 
landing of the mails, and also to supply greater 

facilities for the carrying on of the lOCH I shipping 
trade. A branch of the Intercolonial runs down 

to the wharf, so that no time i" lost in despatch­

ing the mails after the arrival of the steamer in 

the bay. 'fhe Montreal Telegraph Company have 

completed arrangements by whieh telegrams can be 

put on board the outgoing and incoming steamers when 

passing Rimouski. Barnaby Island, three and a half 

miles in length, and very narrow, is opposite thc town. 

It is comparatively low, and partly wooded. A touch­

ing story is l'ecorded in connection with this place. 

Nearly a century ago, Toussaint Cartier, a French 

nobleman, like many before and since hi s time, fell in 

love with a handsome and accomplished young lady 

of humble origin. His friends being opposed to their 

marriage, he formed a resolution to leave France for 

ever in company with the girl who had unconsciously 

obtained the mastery o",'r his youthful heart. A ship 

was chartered, and a start made under happy circum­

stances and with cheering prospccts. The New World 

was fixed upon as their future home. All went well 

until the Gulf of St. Lawrence was reach~d. There, in 
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front of the town of Rimoll~ki. the ship ,,"as becalmed, 

and as the stock of provisiolls at th,' disposal of the 

youthful adyentur('\'~ had l'~" tllis tilll<' become nearly 

exhausted, Cartil'r volunteered to lalld and procure a 

fresh supply. Whill' on his way 1oatk, a fierce storm 

arose; his frail craft 'YilS driY'"1l upon Barnaby Island, 

and on his arrh'al tht'n' he was suhjl'cted to the heart· 

rending agony"of '<'l'illC: his slli" <l",hill,c:'lll'<lvily upon 

the cruel rocks cOllcl'all"d l,y t ht' "Ilgry OCl'an on the 

north side of the Island, T]", Cl'ewlaunched a boat, 

and with the gallant!",'" and ""olll,,,d!" tenderness which 

are snch pleasing fcatun's in the character of the 

French rac~, placet! their fair companion on board, but 

the boat could not live in tht' snrg-in,l;" hillows which 

l'ose mountain high in thl' Gulf j sIll' was swamped 

before she had scarcely left the side of the Yc ,sel, and 

poor Cartier, nearly distract,'lI, was a helplejSs spectator 

of the dreadfulcatastrol'he whil'h (kl'riYl'd him of the 

woman for whom he had so manfully sacrificed friends 

and fortune. Dejed('(1 in spirit and broken hearted, 

Cartier r"lll<lill.'d upon the Island and int"lTl'd her 

body - perfect in its IOYl'linl'''', tlwugh in the cold grasp 

of death-which was washed "shpj"(' shortly after the 

accident; at the same tim" hI' took a Rolemn vow 

11<;\'l'r to leav!' the Island from which he witll<'SSl'd the 

dire calamity that prematurely bla,kej all his earthly 

prospects. He is said to have' linel th"n' for fifty years 

in the :-itrict('~t ~1·(·1uHion. The ~t'iglli()r grallil·d hinl 
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a small plot of land, on which he l'r('de(\ a hut. One 

day no smoke was Hl:l'n to rise from his uncom­

fortable retreat, and till' people living ill the neigh­

bourhood, suspecting that he was unwell, went 

over to the hut, where tl,l'y found poor Cartier 

dead, and his faithful dog lying beside him, affection­

atdy licking his fnCL'. The body was brought tu the 

villa;e and buried in the Rimousld churchyard. Ga­

mache, the notorious pirate of the St. Lawrence, was 

born at Rimouski. His ill'ad-tlllart,'r, aftl'r he com­

mcnCl,d his work of nwrcill'SS plnnder, were at Anti­

costi, but he often visited his native to,,"I1, and some 

of the oldest inhabitants of the l'l!ll'l' have a perfect 

recollection of him. 

A short drive to the back of Rimouski brings the 
travdler to Mount St. Camille, the highl'Ht range be­

twel'n Riviere-du-Loup and the mouth of the St. Law­
rence, and the first land sighted by n-ssds coming up 

the Gulf. From the sllmmit, to reach which willne­

cessitat<' cunsiderable climbing, a charming view of 

the surrounding country is obtained. Behind this 

mountain immense herds of cariboo congregate dllring 

the winler, and large nllmbers of pel'sons visit the 
locali ty during that period. 

Sk Luce is the next village of importance on the 

wad. It i" ten miles from Rimouski and two miles 

from the station. The popUlation is only about 400. 

In frunt of tll<' village there is a ]!rcttrhay, the beach 
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of whi<:h is sandy and very suitable for bathing. Thl're 

is a handsome Roman Catholic church ill the place, 
also a flour mill. 

Eight and a half miles further on is BtL-. Flavil', a 

small but thriving village, with a population of about 

700. It contains a Roman Catholic church, a hotel, 

a telegraph office and sl'n-ral stores, and is the ter­

minus of the Metapedia imilitary) road, which is always 

kept in good order. B~fore the completion (If the 

Intercolonial, stage-coaches were run between Ste. 

Flavie and Cross Point, on the Restigouche River. 
In bringing this chaptcr to a close, it is proper to 

sta te that the tract of country extending between 

Riviere-du.Loup and Bt". Flavie, although thickly set­

tled and well cultivated, is not likely for many years to 

. yield any considerable revenue to the Railroad. 'l'he 

soil cannot be called very fertile, and in only a few of 

the villages along the route do the inhabitants have 

any surplus cercal produdions to dispGse of. A large 

quantity of lumber is cut along the banks of the prin­

cipal streams inter~ecting the district, but the bulk, 

in fact all of it, is now forwarded from the seaports by 
ocean craft to the foreign markets, and it is not at all 
likely that those engaged in the trade, even with the 

facilities now offered them, will be inclined to seek a 

market nearer home for their productions. The 

quantity intended for Halifax and other points in Nova 

Scotia and New Brunswick, and also for the United 
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States, hitherto sent by sailing vessels, wpll doubt­

less now be forwarded by the Railway, but this forms 
a very insignificant portion of the amount of lumber 

exported. There are several interesting points on the 

route, such as Riviere-du-Loup, Cacouna, Bic and Ri­

mouski, which are surrounded by bold and romantic 

scenery, and in the neighborhood of which there is 

some splendid fishing and shooting, which will attract 

large numbers of tourists a~ health-seekers, and this 

will yield a considerable revenue. The construction 

of the road through this section has been comparati vely 

easy, eXl'l'Jlt in the neighborhood of the northern term­

inus, Trois Pistoles and Bic, where deep cuttings 

through solid rock were necessitated. 



ClIAPTER III. 

FROM STE. FLAVIE TO METAPEDIA. 

Possibly some travellers will experience a feeling of 

disappointment after having traversed the ~ountry ('x_ 

tending from Riviere-du-Loup to 13k Flavie. They 

may not consider its scenery so romantic and pictur­

esque as tlwr Wl'l'e induced to believe by people who 
had travelled through it. It must 1", admitted that 

the district along the Gulf is the most uninteresting 

on the whole route, being, except at one or two points, 

destitute of thos(' bold and striking features which are 

necessary for the formation of an attractive landscape, 

To the ardent student of nature,however, it posses~e, an 

attractiveness which is not diminished by the mon­

otonous sameness which, upon the whole, cilaractl'l'izcs 

it. The River St, Lawreitce continually in yiew to 

the north, with lofty mountains rising behind it, whose 

tops are almost invariably at early morn enshrouded 

in a veil of vapory clouds j the high table land extend­

ing southwards, broken here and there by deep ravines j 

the corn fields, waving in the gentle breeze j the huge 

boulders of rock, which tower above' the Railway 

carriages in the neighborhood of Bic j the falls and 

cataracts of Riviere-dn-Loup, are all full of inter-



~-----------------------~I-
30 GUIDE BOOK TO. THE INTERCOLONIAL RAILWAY. 

est, and will not fail to be appreciated by tourists 

visiting the locality. 
There are grander scenes yet to be visited, however, 

scenes whose picturesqueness, awful loneliness, and 
primeval wildness, will excite feelings of unbouno.ed 
admiration, and the recollections of which can :never 
be effaced from the memory. 

The coulltry for several miles below Ste. Flavie 
presents an uninteresting appearance. Along the track, 
strips of land are here and there cleared and under 

cultivation, but beyond-these, on both sides as far as 
the eye can see, the hills and plains are thickly 
wooded. 

Grand Metis Bridge is the next point of interest 
reached. It crosses the river of that name, which 
takes its rise in the north-west angle of the County of 
Bonaventu~e, and running north discharges into an ex­
pansive estuary called Anse-aux-Snelles. The bridge 

is a very fine substantially iilt structure of iron, four 
hundred aud thirty feet long, supported by three piers 
and two abutments .. About a mile and-a,.half below 
the bridge is Grand Metis Fall, to which a carriage 
road runs from the Village. For some distance above . 

it the river runs through a comparatively level tract 

of wood-land, Ilxpanding as it approaches the cascade, 

then contracting near the bl'ink of the ledge, over which 
the waters leap seventy-five feet in an unbroken sheet 

Into the chasm below, forming a seething pool, at the 
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base of which the silvery spray rises to a great height. 
As we gaze down into the dizzy depths of this grand 

cataract, when 

" ...... White with foam. the whole abyss 
Seems tortured, and with he,'ldlong vent 
Da.shes o'er the rocks worn and rent 
With deafening noise, and lightning leap 
Headlong with unresisted sweep 
The wa.ters seek the ocean wid~," 

we cannot help being impressed with a feeling of awe. 
The peculiar structure of the rocky banks, the music 
of the waters, the requisite intermingling of light and 
shade, the distant prospect of forest and mountain; 
enchain the attention of the spectator, and as the 
shades of evening fall and the great luminary. 0 f the 
day sinks in the western horizon, tinting the mountain 
tops with a'golden hue, imparting to the landscape a 
romantic grandeur, creating feelings of wonder and 
admiration at the sublime creations of the GreatArcb­
itect of the universe, one reluctantly turns away from 
the contemplation of the scene and directs his foot_ 
steps towards the village there to ponder over the 
glorious views of nature" adorned in her most fantastic 
garb, which he was privileged to behold during the 
day. No less enchanting is the scenery along the 
route of the Petit Metis, which rises in the rear of 
the Seigniory of the same name, and falls into a small 
bay known as the Petit Metis Harbour. A cascade on 
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thjs stream is worthy of special attention on aeconnt 
of its striking appearance and romantic wildness. 
The river, after passing through a district where its 
channel is in many places concealed from view by the 

forest of tamarac, spruce and cedar which mantles 
both its banks, stretching far ~way beyond them, 
comes to a narrow gorge overhung by lofty trees, and 

plunges over a small precipice iuto the chcular pool 

below. The face of the cascade presents a most fascin­
ating appearance, beiug covered with tall trees and 
thick brush wood, in the mid8t of which the beautiful 

white foam of the falling waters, reflecting variegated 
hues in the dazzling slln, is seen in all its loveliness 

and exquisite grandeur. oi8oth the Grand and Petit 

Metis are splendid salmon streams, and in the woodland 
along their banks, in fact throughout the whole neigh. 
borhood, partridge, snipe, &c., abound. 

On the Grand Metis a large saw mill has been con­

structed at a cost of $25,000. For a considerable 
distance to the east of the bridge the country is pretty 
well cleared on both sides of the track, and the farm_ 
ers' cottages scattered here and there, present a neat 
and comfortable appearance. In this section the road 

was very difficult to construct, and in several places 
the rails are laid upon embankments fully fourteen 
feet high. At Little Metis a very good hotel has been 
built, to accommodate about 200 guests. 

St. Octave, nine miles from Ste. Flavie, is the next 
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village on the Intercolonial, and the stntion for both 

Grand and Little Metis. This place was originally 

settled by a small colony of Scotch Presbyterians, 

but the present population are now mostly French­

Canadians, and are employed during the summer in 

agricultural pursuits and in the winter in ~umbering. 

The village contains several stores and a telegraph 

office. In the winter the fall of snow in this diRtrict 

is yery heavy, and to prevent the blocking up of the 
road, the cuttings and most exposed points have been 

covered, some of the sheds being nearly 1,500 feet 

long. As the train moves eastwards the traveller 

obtains a delightful view of the country. The St. 

Lawrence is in sight on the left, winding its way slowiy 

towards the ocean; between it' and the track neat 

cottages ~estle romantically among the trees, while 

the country in the distance is intersected and crossed 

by a constant succession of ridges, rising to a consider­

able height between the different small tributaries of 

the Metis and Tartigou Rivers. About two miles from 

St. Octave there is an immense cutting through solid 

slate rock. This cutting is shedded. At this point 

the spray from the Metis Falls, as it curls heaven­

wards, is seen from the carriage windows, while th·, 

fall itself is concealed by the surrounding W'H,dK. ·For 

a few miles eastwards the road passes through a rocky 

district, whert' very great difficulty was experienced in 
procuring grading material, and then runs round the 
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brow of an elevated plateau called the" summit." At 
every point of view in this neighborhood the land­

scape iR partioularly picturesque and beautiful, and the 

travellel' commences to feel that the splendor and the 
variety of the scenery which opens up before him will 

more than.counterbalance whatevel' inconveniences he 

may have been subjected to in penetrating into this 

region of solitude. 

The line to Tartigou, a small and unimportant village, 

l'llllS for the most part through deep cuttings cut 

in solid rock, and when the travellers' view is not in_ 

terrupted by rocks, as he looks through his carriage 

wipdow, he sees evidences of the devastating work of 

tho fiery element. 'l'he magnificent forest which form­

erly clothed the hills which come within the range 

of his observation has been for the most part d.estroyed, 

whether accidentally or otherwise it is impossible to 

state, although the most probable theory is that the con­

flagration which swept with such fury and destructive 

rt'sults through the district, originated from thercmaius 

of Indian camp fires. After leaving 'l'art'goll We travel 

along the bank of a Rmall river of the same name, 

which abounds with excellent trout, ranging in weight 

all the way from a quarter of a pound to six pounds. 

A fe,v miles below the settlement the I'iver is diverted 

from its natural bed, and l?asses through a tunnel forty­
five feet long, constructed in the embankment on which 

the track is laid, A few miles beyond this place we 
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pass two small lakes j the larger of them is named 

Malphct j it was covered with ice on the 22nd May. 

The road runs down an incline to Sayabec, where a 

station has been built. There are only two houses in 

sight. The old military road built by the Goyernment 

for the carriage of the mails from Ste. Flavic to New 

Bnmswick, is crossed here. 

Leaving Sayabec we pass through a level tract of 

country, wooded on both sides of the road down to St. 

Pierre River, which is spanned br an iron bridge forty 

feet long. At this point Lake Mctapedia is sighted,­

as beautiful a sheet of water as can be seen anywhere, 

equalling, if not surpassing, the world-renowned lakes 

of "Auld Scotia" Its length is about sixtl'l'n miles, 
and its breadth from one-half to three miles. Its 

shores are bold and high, and covered with excellent 

timber. The centre of the Lake is diversified by a· 

cluster of islalll1s, which, with the ('xh'nsive surface of 

water and the grandeur of the scenery, constitutes one 
of the most exquisitely finished landscapes imagin­

able. As we ramble along its lovely shores on a clear 
afternoon, when thl' golden light falls aslant upon its 

·-glassy surface, throwing out long shadows from the 

trees, and we follow eastwards the rugged rang"s of 
hills which enclose the di·staut vall,')', we cannot help 

being impressed with a feeling of wonder and admira­
tion at the sublime splendor of God's handiwork. 

Around the lake there are several hills which can 
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easily he dim bed, and around which the most fascinat­
ing panoramas of forests, hills, rivers, lakes, meadows, 

and mountain majesty are displayed. The eastern end 

of the lake, studded with small islands, is particularly 
charming, and we can conceive of no more attractive 

spot in which to spend a few weeks than in this neigh~ 
borhood. From there expeditious can be' made into 
the interior, where far more exciting sport in the way 
of partridge and snipe shooting can be obtained 
than in any of the l'eserves on the estates of the 
English nobility; whilst the salmon and trout fishing 
in every stream and lake throughout the district is 
unequalled, It is quite common for an angler to 
land as many as forty salmon in a day; and it 

must be remembered that here they run as wild as 
in any river or lake in Great Britain, and their cap­

tUl"e is attended by equal excitement and sport as;in 

the celebrated streams' and lakes of Harris in the 

Western Hebrides, which that enthusiastic sportive 

parson-" Sixty-one'''-has pictured so graphically in 

his" Twenty Years Reminiscences in the Lewis," We 
have no doubt but that as the travel on the Interco­
lunial Railway increases, and as the beauty and attrac­

tions of the Metapedia region become better known, 
an hotel will be erected in the vicinity of this lake for 

the accommodation of sportsmen. In Great Britain 
thollsands of pounds are paid annually for a few weeks 

sport, but it is only in comparatively few places that 
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any decent sport can be obtained. For deer stalkin!-(, 

the southern part of Lewis and Northern Hanis are 

the best fields in the whole of Great Britain, l>ut in the 

district of which we are now speaking-, lil'tter sport and 

greater enjoyment can be obtained than eWll in these 

parts of Northern Britain. Moose and caril>oo roam 

ahout in lar" .. numbers in the mountains and valleys, 

and occasionally a bear can be shot; in the forests part­

ridge, snipe and plover arl' plentiful; while in the 

rivers and lakes salmon, trout, gaspe reaux, bass, 

&c., &c., abound. You have littlc or nothing to pay 

for your sporting privileges. And what privileges 

they are, too? A territory hnndreds of miles in 

area at your disposal, through which you may 

roam unrestrained, with the certainty of every day 

enjoying as much shooting and fishing- as you de­

sire. In nearly every stream. throug-hout the coun­

try eithel' salmon or trout can be obtained, and 

in those in which these noble spedmens of the 

piscatorial species are not to be met with-and they 

are few and far between-hass, g-aspereaux, &c., &c., 

are plentiful. There are two small sl'ttlelllents ncar 

the southern end of the lake-Cedar Hall and Amqui. 

They have no hotel accommodation ~'et, ,I) that the 

traveller who makes up his mind to linger in the 

locality for a fl"," days mnst either" put up" with one 

of the farmers or come supplied with the nCC(,RRary 

material for "camping out." 
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The Metapedia, or "Musical River," as the Indians 
call it, takes its rise in the Iakeof the same name, 
which we have just passed, and flows, with many twists 

and windings, in a direction from north-west to·south­
east and discharges into the River Restigou.che, about 

sixteen miles west of the port of Campbellton: In its 
course it receives the waters of several large streams 
with unpronounceable names,· the principal of which 

. are the Piscamineau, the Assemetquaghan, the Causaps­
cal, and the Humguin. The River is in many places 
diversified with numerous islands; sometimes its waters 
are contracted between stupendous mountains, and at 

other times expanded to a great extent in a beautiful 
open country. It is as fine a river as any angler could 
wish to cast a line in. No matterJrom ,what point of 
the compass the wind blows, or whether there is any 
wind at all, salmon can be caught in it j they will rise 
to almost anything-even to a piece of red flannel 
roughly fixed upon a hook. With this gear attached to 

a long pole cut from tl1e neighboring forest, it is quite 
a common thing for the farmers who live on its banks 
to land a· dozen magnificent salmon in an evening, 
some weighing as much as thirty pounds. No river in 
England, Scotland or Ireland can becompan'd to t.his 

one, and still it is by no means the best to be met with 
on th e route of the Ixitel'colonial Rail way. 

Travelling eastwards we pass a number of small lakes, 

the larger being Salmon. Lake, and then enter the 
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Metapedia Valley, without doubt the wildest and most" 
l"Omantic scene in Canada. When 'brought into com­

parison with this the world-renowned mountain scenery 

of the North of Scotland, especially that along the new 

branch of the Highland Railway extending from 

Dingwall to Strome Ferry, pales its lustre and sinks 

into insignificance. Rich in savage grandeur, the high 

and rugged cliffs seem to frown in gloomy indignation 
at the travellers, who in pursuit of pleasure distUl"b its 

solitude, and at some points they appear as if at any 

moment they would fall and overwhelm the stream 

which flows down so cold, deep and motionless below. 

'fhis valley should be seen, if it were only to know 

what dreadful aspects Nature can assume in her wild 

woods. On the rough brows and rugged sides of one 

of the mountain ranges which enclose the valley, fir, 

cedar, poplar, spruce, taillarac, birch, ash and pine flour­

ish in wild luxuriance; while the other side presents 

a weird aspect, the trees being for the ~os~ part lifeless 

and verdureless, the district having at some period or 

other been visited by a destructi ve fire. 

The valley extends scyenty miles to the point where 

the Melapedia River joins the Restigouche. It is 

bounded by mountain ranges rising to a height of 1,000 
feet, at some places broken by deep ravines and narrow 

gorges, through which several small streams po,p.r their 
waters into the main river below. The trains run 

through this picturesque scenery dUl"ing the daytime. 
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There are three stations in the Valley, Causapscal, 
Assametquaghan and· Millstream, all RmaU settle­

ments, surrounded, howevel', by wild and rug­
ged scenery. Assamet9uaghan, particularly, is a 

most fascinating spot, situated on a small plain, en­
closed on every side by lofty mountains, with the river 
flowing past in front. 

At Hellsgate, near the end of the Valley, is a charm­
ing piece of scenery. The ~iver, after passing over a 
series of boulders, expands into an extensive and beau­
tiful basin, and again contracts and flows gently on 
between a succession of high precipices. At this 

place some years ago a prominent .official connected 

with the Intercolonial had his canoe capsized in 
the rapids, and the occupant!\. were thrown into the 
wat~r, but they were gallantly rescued by one of the 
men employed on the read. 

A few miles further down, the river assumes a very 
picturesque aspect, imd nothing can be more charming 

than a ramble along its banks, especially at sunset, 
when the surrounding mountains are richly tinted with 
emerald and gold hues. 

The Suspension Bridge, which will be noticed in an 
illustration on another page, was, prior to the construc­

tion of the Intercolonial Rail way, the only means of 

. crossing the river, except in canoes. At certain seasons 

of the year it is impossillle,· on account of the rapidity 

of the current, to cross in boats. As the hills on both 

--r-------------------------------+_ 
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sides of the Mt'tapedia Valley are high and steep, and 

come down on the one side or the other pretty close 

to the river's bank, it has been found necessalY 
in the construction of the road, in order to avoid 

curves of vel'y small radius, to change from one 

side to the other. l'he rock throughout is hard 
and generally of a slaty character. The construc­
tion. ofthe road has, consequently, been very expensive. 
Opposite Causapscal, at the confluence of the liver of 
thait name with the Metapedia, there is a very fine iron 
bridge, supported by three piers and two abutments, 

built of limestone, obtained from a quarry in the 

vicinity. The superstructure is after the English 

lattice girded pattern, built by the Fairbairn Engi­
neering Company of Manchester, England. Travel­

ling eastwards, we cross the river again at Pleasant 

Beech over a similar bridge, only one span, shorter. 
The next structure of importance that '\ve come to is 

the Millstream bridge, four spans of one hundred feet 
each. It is nineteen miles from the previous bridge. 

'Here the river is crossed at a point where the current is 
very rapid, and grest difficulty was experienced in lay­

ing the foundation. The superstructure is the same as 
that of the other bridges. After emerging from the 

valley the road runs over a more open, but very 
rugged country, to Metapedia, on the boundary between 
Quebec and New Brunswick. 



CHAP'!' ER IY. 

METAPEDIA TO MONCTON. 

Metapedia, the mOot easterly village, or rather 

settlement, in the Province of Quebec, is delightf?lly 
situated on a f('rtilc plain at th" confluence vf the 

Metapedia and Restigouche, It is hardly possible to 

conceive of a more charmin,;- "Cl'ne than that which 

burstH upon the view of the traveller as hc' emerges 

from the wild valley beyond4tnd approaches the bound­

ary line. The magnificent river in front, winding 

modestly a silent course; the rugged hills around, 

clad with a green robe of forest from summit to base j 

the fruitful vales j the deep ravines and til" narrow 

gorges, constitute a landscape of perfect loveliness and 

dazzling splendour. "Whether dressed or nude, wild 

"without art, or artfully subdued, Nature in enry form 

" inspires delight," and no man having a spark of the 

SUblime within hi, bosom can help being impressed 

with the pIcturesqueness and the exquisite beauty of 

the prospect before him. The scenery of the Hud,on 

in the United States, or the RhIne in Germany, 

cannot surpass, if it equals, that along the rivers 

-which intersect this part of the country. 

At this point good salmclll fishing may be had by 
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paying :51 per day for the privilege. Thtn'e are 

several good pools within a radius of three miles. A 

good hotel is also here l,ept by a well-known reRident, 
Daniel traRl'r, who can give the best information as 

to the C"xact spot at which to land.' n salmon of from 
twenty to thirty pounds. Xo more charming spot for 

an hotel exists on the continent, with the certainty" of 

catching salmon, and an unlimited quantity of sea 

trout, in the midst of scenery which cannot be 

excelled in any part of the world. 
But we must hasten on and notice the principal 

points of interest to be seen. along the central division 

of the road. 

The Restigouchc, which means "the River which 

divides like the Hand," in a,Jlusion to its separating at 

the head of tide into five principal branches, forms the 
northern boundary ofN ew Brunswic~ on the south~west; 

separating it from the Province of Quebec. From the 
head of tide to its extreme source near "Lake Temiscou­
ata, tlie distance is 200 miles, and the main river with 

its tributaries drai ns an area of about 5,000 square 
miles of very fertile and well timbered co·untry. Its 

live leading branches vary from fifty to seventy miles 

in length, and are known by the novel names of Meta­

pedia or Musical River, Upsalguitch or Blanket River, 

Wetomkegewick or Large River, 'Mistouche or Little 

River, and Waagall or Knife River. Its entrance to 

the Baie des Cbalems is three miles wide, and nine 





50 GUIDE BOOK TO THE INTERCOLONIAL RAIJ"WAY. 

fathoms deep. The scenery along its course is every­

whtre both grand and beautiful, especially in that 

portion where it forces its way through the mountain 

lands which give birth to the great streams of New 

Brunswick and those of the United States emptying 

into the Atlantic. Here the eagle unmolested builds 
its nest upon high cliffs; the bear and wildcat secrete 

themselves in caves and rocky fissures; the moose and 

cariboo browse upon their favorite food; and the 

salmon, fearless and free, reflect the sunshine in the 

deepest and darkest pools. The Restigouche is famous, 
the world over, for its fisheries; it may truly be called 

the Eldorado of the angler. A journey up the River 

is slow, owing to the very strong current which passes 

down its bed, but if the voyage up is tedious, the speed 

with which you return down wiII more than compen­

sate for this drawback. It generally takes three days 

to reach the mouth of the truatawamkedgwick, a dis­

tance of eighty miles, whereas one will suffice to 
accomplish the same distance returning. No one who 

visits the locality should fail to make the trip up the 

Restigouche. The wijd grandeur of its scenery is 

beyond description. At many of the windings a 

general panoramic view is produced, impressing one 

with the idea of some mighty amphitheatre situated 

in the midst of Nature's wilds, which completely 

dazzles the eye with delight, and for the moment 

almost overcomes the mind with awe. As you stand 
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on a mountain top, hundreds of miles from human 
habitation, and look into the eternity of space beneath 
and around you, a sense of extreme isolation and sol­
itude creeps upon you, and you comprehend thim the 
true meaning of the simple Anglo-Saxon word" alone," 
and your thoughts are unconsciously directed from the 

contemplation of Nature, decked in her wildest garb, 
to the contemplation of Nature's God, 

" If thou would'st read a lesson that will keep 
Thy heart from fainting and th~' soul from sleep, 
Go the woods and hills." 

A short distance below the point where the Metapedia 

joins the Restigouche, the river is crossed by a magni­
ficent iron bridge, five spans of 204 feet each, its total 
length between abutments, being 1,050 feet. The 
iron work is from the establishment of the Phoonixville 

. Bridge Company, Pennsylvania. Each span weighs 
100 tons. The piers-four in number-and the abut­

ments are built of granite, and if outward appearance 
can be taken as a criterion, they are of the most sub­
stantial character and highly creditable to the con­
tractors, At the point where the bridge is constructed 
the current is very strong and rapid, and considerable 
difficulty was experienced in laying the foundatic n 
for the supel·structure. 

After crossing this bridge we enter New Brunswick 
territory, The scenery on the border is not so much 





54 GUIDE BOOK TO THE INTERCOLONIAL RAILWAY. 

of the awe-inspiring Alpine character as that in the 
Metapedia Valley. It is a delicious admixture of hill 
and dale, forest and stream, with here and there a pre­

cipice, and in the distance cloud-capped mountains 

giving variety to the picture. The railroad from the 

Restigouche Bridge to Campbellton runs at the foot of 

a range of hills whiGh slope down to the bank of the 

river. Very romantic indeed is the scenery on every 
hand throughout this section ofthe country. The hills, 

sloping gradually down to the waier·s edge in some 

places, or rising abruptly to an elevation of hundreds of 

feet in others, covered with every variety of tree indi­
genous to these latitudes, with the river in the valley 

below dotted with small islands, flowing calmly to its 

ocean home, form a picture, the recollection of which 

can never be effaced from the memory of the spectator. 

A short distance to the east of the bridge is a tunnel 

through Morrisey Rock,which projects from the mount­
ain's side to the bank of the river. It is three hundred 

feet long, and is, we believe, the only tunnel through 

rock in the country. The intention, originally, was to 
remove the rock altogether, but the work was found 

to be so enormously heavy and expensive that the 
idea was abandoned. 

Travelling eastwards, the first town reached is 

Campbellton, situated on the Restigouche, sixteen 

miles from its mouth. Some years ago large quantities 

of lumber were shipped from this Port, but recently the 
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bulk of the shipping business has been transfl'l'l'ed to 

Dalhousie, further down the river, and comparatively 

few ocean vessels come up to Campbellton now. The 

town has, within the past few years, made rapid strides 

of progress. The completion of the Intercolonial has 

given an impetus to building operations, and trade 

generally has been stimulated by the increased trans­

portation facilities provided for th,' inhabitants. 'fhe 

population is abuut 700, the majority of whom arc 

either of Scotch, English or Irish descent. There are 

several hotels in the town, the principal bcing 

"Jardin's," about haifa mile from the station, on til(' 

main strect. Its trade in lumber is very considerable, 

and also in fish, particularly salmon, which is shipped 

chiefly to the Boston and New York markets fresh. The 

scenery around the town is bold, grand and striking. 

Immediately in real' of it a pyramid-shaped mountain 

rises to a height of 1,000 feet. From its summit a 

charming view of the surrounding country is obtained. 

On the opposite side of the river a narrow tract of l,wel 

and very fertile land extends along its bank, and a 

number of small settlements may be seen here and 

there. In every direction the fishing is all that the 

most enthusiastic angler could possibly desirl'. 

This is also one of the principal stations on till' 

railway, having ext.ensive buildings for the honsing 

and repair of engines, cars, &c. 

There is a large and commodious refreshment room 
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at Campbellton, where excellent meals are served. 

The refreshment rooms at Trois Pistoles, Campbell­

town, Moncton, and Truro, are beyond doubt the best 
upon any railway on the continent. 

Nine miles beyond Campbellton is Dalhousie 

Station. The scenery between thcse points is charming. 

Dalhousie is about six miles from the depot, at the 

entrance of the Restigouche into the Baie-des-Chaleurs. 

In front of the town is a well sheltered crescent-shaped 

cove with g~od anchorage ground for ships, in nine 

fathoms of wakr. Fine wharves and excellent timber 

coves have lJeen constructed hete, affording every con­

venience for loading the largest ships. The trade of 

the town is similar to that of all the other towns 

along the north shore-the manufacture and shipping 

oflumbel', and the shipping of fish and lobsters, pre­

sernd and fresh. The Restigouche and its branches 

drain at least 5,000 square miles of fertile country, 

abounding in timber and other valuable resources, 

nearly the whole of which finds its way to the sea by 

the port of Dalhousie. Its population is about 1,000, 

mostly of Scotch and English descent, and retaining 
all the noble traits of character peculiar to the races 

from which they sprang. A few days residence here 

could be passed most enjoyaLly. The scenery is every­

where grand and picturesque; the rivers and lakes are 

full of salmon, and trout" rise" to almost anything. 

There are several well-kept hotels in the town, and a 
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number of very handsome churches. The great dis­

tance of the' railway depot from the town causes con­

siderable inconvenience, but, owing to the formidable 

engineering difficulties which had to be contended 

with, a nearer approach could not IJl' made. It is fifty­

two miles from Bathurst, ninety-seven from Chatham, 

one hundred and eighty from Shediac, two hundred 

and three from Fredericton, and two hundred and 

eighty-four from St. John. 

Between Dalhousie and Bathurst the road runs along 

the Baie-des-Chaleurs, passing through a beautiful and 

well-cultivated farming country, crossing many lovely 

streams and affording frequent glimpses of the Bay. 

The scenery is CVl·rywhere most picturesque, and 

nothing can be more charming than a journey 

through the district during the summer or fall months. 

The settlements on the route are Charlo, New Mills, 

Jacquet River, Belledune and Petite Roche. The people 

of thl'Re settlements are generally in good circum­

stances; they have as much land as they want, the 

soil is very fertile, aud excellent crops of wheat, oats, 

corn, &c., are raised, while the fisheries are a never 

failing source of wealth. All along the Baie-des-Cha­

leurs and near the mouths of the great rivers which 

flow into it, there are large stations at which the fish 

is landed and cured. At most of tht'm there are huge 

refrigerators in which the salmon is sometimes kept 

for a long time in a fresh condition, pending a 
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favorable turn in the market. The fish-curing business 

is very profitable, and some of the persons engaged in 

it make immense fortune~. They buy up the salmon 
. from the fishermen generally at about 7c. per pound, 

more or less, according to the catch, and forward 

large quantities to the Boston, New York and 
other American markets, where they get 4Uc. per 

pound for it, and some seasons more. A consider­

able quantity is also sent to Quebec, Montreal and 

other Canadian cities since the completion of the Inter­

colonial. The trade in dry cod and herrings is carried 
on also on a very extensive scale. The fish is caught 

in the bay, which js visited at certain periods of the 

year by immense shoals of them, in the Gulf and on 

the coast of Labmdor. The fishermen are a brave and 

hardy race, and many are the dangers to which they are 

exposed in the pursuit of their avocation, and the oc­

casions on which their powers of endurance are tested. 

Sometimes caught in storms, their boats al'e dashed 

against the treacherous rocks which exist in the Gulf, 

and if the occupants escape fwm a watery grave, 

they al'e often forced to live on a desert island for 
months, Jar away from human habitation. Icebergs, 

the dread of every mariner who navigates these lati­

tudes, often also crush the frail craft which may chance 

to come within their reach, and these bold and ad­

venturous toilers of the deep are helplessly left to 

perish in the Atlantic. 



METAPEDIA TO MONCTON. 59 

Jacquet and Belledune rivers, avout half way be­

tween Dalhousie and Bathurst, are splendid salmon 

and trout st.reams. The former is fifty miles long, and 

runs through a district rich in all kinds of lumber, and 

renowned for the romantic grandeur of its scenery. 
There is a very good harbour at its mouth. At its 

head is Antiguri Lake, a beautiful sheet of water, 
where some excellent trout fishing can be had, the fish 
ranging in weight from a quarter to five pounds. 

After traversing fifty-four miles of country rich in 
natural beauty and possessing numerous attractions 

for the admirers of picturesque scenery, and the lovers 

of the" Angling art," we reach Bathurst, the capital 

of the County of Gloucester. It is beautifully situated 

upon two points of land connectcd by a bridge at the 
mouth of the Nepissiquit River, and commands a 

picturesque view of Bathurst Bay and it·s islands. 

The Bay is three and-a-half miles long and two miles 
wide, and by nature has been sheltered from every 

wind. Along its undulating shores are scattered here 

and there pretty cottages and farms. The popUlation of 
Bathurst has increased very considerably within the 

past few years, and is now estimated at 1,000. The 
people are thrifty, industrious and enterprizing, evi­

dences of which are visible on every side. Immense 
quantities of salmon are shipped every season to the 

United States, and quite an .extensive trade in lumber 
is also carried on. Four rivers enter Bathurst harbor, 
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the principal being the Nepissiquit, which rises near 

the head waters of the Tobique, and is fully 100 miles 

long. It runs with great rapidity, and is celebrated 
for its fine large salmon. Apart from the gloom and 

grandeur of the mountain Hcenery, at its source and 
along its many lovely tributaries, it can boast of falls 

and rapidswhiehare extremely interesting. From thcse 

rapids it derives its name, which means the" Foamy 
River." No yi,itor tn Bathurst, whether in search of 

the grand and beautiful in nature, or in pursuit of that 

excitement and "port attendant upon angling, should 

fail to make the a>;cent of the N epissiquit. There is 
a good c:1rriag(' road along the course of the river 

from the t()wn. A three miles drive brings us to the 

first pool on the river, at "Rough Waters." Hl'fl'splen­
did fishing ('an he had. The fishery overseer chat'ges 

$1.00 per ,I",' for the privilege of fishing at this pool. 

At Papineau F:111" a few miles further up, and also at 
Giddle Landing and at Chain of Rocks you can catch 

as many salmon a' yon wish. The bcenery at the Falls 

is superb. The rocky hed of the rin'r, the fall of 
thirty feet, the steep precipices rising to a height of 

over a hundred feet,imd th,' gloomy pits at their hase, 

make a picture well wOl·th seeing. But we must 
ascend still higher up to obtain a view of the wildest 

and most magnificent scene on the dver-we mean 

Grand Falls, which are twenty miles from Bathurst­
and which, it would seem; nature deemed so beautiful 
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that she encased them in flint and granite. For miles 
above and below the cataract, the river is very much 

contracted, the banks rocky and perpendicular, and the 

water comes tumbling down over four rugged preci­

pices into deep dark pools, whose over-hanging side~, 
reeking with spray and adorned with foliage, seem 

as if about to totter over upon the spectator. For 

about a mile below there are a number of pools and 
rapids, whose fascinating features are greatly enhanced 

by the blending together at some places of the black 
waters and the white foam. The Grand Falls are 140 

feet high, and form an effectual barrier to the farther 

progress of the salmon, large numbers of which con­
gregate in the basin below. At Bathurst thc river is 

crossed by a large iron bridge of six spaUR, 100 feet 

each, supported by five piers and two abutments of 
granite. The iron work is of English manufacture, 

and presents an exceedingly handso'me and substantial 

appearance. 

While at Bathurst, the THe-it-Gauche River should 

be visited. It is twenty-five miles long, winding in 

its course, and runs over a rocky bottom. It has 
several picturesque rapids, and the scenery along its 
course is exceedingly fine. First rate trout and salmon 

fishing can be had on it. The curious plant known as 

Myra Cerifera, which yields a whitish wax, out of 
which the Acadians make candles, is to be found in 

abundance along its banks. 
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From Bathurst to Miramichi, forty-four miles, 1Ihe 

country is undulating, the vegetation rich and varied, 
and the scenery very attracti yeo The settlements in 
the district are Red Pine, Bartihoque and Beayer 
Brook. 

Newcastle, our next stopping place, is pleasantly 
situated on the slope of a hill, on the left bank of the 

Miramichi, about thirty miles above its mouth, and is 
the capital of the County of Northumberland .. It is 

qnite an old town, having been founded by the ol'iginal 

French settlers in the Province. In the year ~825 
one of the most remarkable conflagrations of the pre­

sent century occured, which resulted in the loss of 

many valuable lives and the destruction of an immense 

!lmount of property. The summer had been unusually 

hot and dry, and extensive fires had raged in different 

parts of the country. In the northern portion of New 
Brunswick particularly, scarcely any rain had fallen 

during the season, and the heat from the first to the 

fifth of October was extraordinary-86° in the shade 
and 1260 in the sun. 

The fires, which had been creeping through the forest, 

approached some settlements, enveloping them in 

smoke, and causing the heat to become almost unbear­

able. On the seventh of October, the fire I'each New­
castle, spread with lightning rapidity, and in a few 
hours the town was a smoking ruin, with scarcely a 

house standing, and not one uninjured. Many were in 
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bed when they heard the alarm, many were first startll'd 

by the flames, or were suffocated in their sleep, leaving 

no Yl'stig'," but charred bOlll"; othnR leaped from 

roofs or windows, and rnshed into the forest, not 

knowing whither they went. In the river, numbers who 

had attelllPted to eRcap" in boats and on planks, were 

drowned. While the fire was raging, a hurricane 

arose, and so fearfully fierce was it, that the burning 

trees were torn from their roots and whirled aloft; the 

ships in the river and channel were dnven about like 

chaff and dashed against the rocks. 80 hot did the 

water become that it is said large num bersof salmon and 

other fish leaped on shore, and Were afterwards found 

dead in heaps along the banks of the rh'er. In an his­

torical sketch of Acadia by Mr. John R. Hamilton, there 

is embodied the following graphic description of this 

most stnpendous conflagration: "A roar as of thunder 

came from the forest, and a column of smoke shot up, 

folIo we,d by blaze on blaze, and then a burst of fire 

like the eruption l f a volcano. The fla.mes fell in a 

shower, which the gale blew widl', hurling them 

almost like darts, and here they might be seen on the 

tops of trees, there glaring in the branches, there run­

ning up or down the banks, or from base and summit 

at once. The smoke blew back on the unkindled 

woods, making them darker than hefore, blacker than 

the blackest night, and the fire raged in the middle, 

imaging the mouth of hell. Blazes gleamed at the 
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side~, hehind, in the depths of the woods, on the river's 

brink j trees of centuries' growth lit up in the mitlst of 
the dal'kness j fire rained down from above, soared 

up from below, spread from the centre', closed in 
from the distance j it burst in a hundred erup­

tions, mounting, declining and mounting again, 

throwing up sparks,. faUing in showers 01' sheets, 
or glaring in mid-air j the river was crimson with 
the reflection j the clouds took the form of flames; 
the very h~avens seemed on fire. The gale burst into 

a hurricane, tore through the town, wrenched trees up 

by their roots, and carried strong men off their feet. 

Horses broke from the fields and galloped about in 

troops, snorting and neighing, their eyes starting from 

their heads and their manes on end, while the wind 

swelled the clatter of their hoofs to the rush of hosts. 

All this occured almost instantaneously and inspired 
the people with an impression akin to the spectacle­

that it was the day of judgment. They threw them­

selves upon their faces in the streets to shut out the 
scene, seeming to make the appeal to the mountains 

and hills to fall upon them, and it did seem a burning 

world with the fire raging like a sea, in mountainous 

waves, the sky glowing like a furnace, the hurricane 
breaking in peals anti crashes, and the scorched air 
flapping as with a million of wings." 

Nearly three hundred persons perished either by fire 

or drowning j five hundred and ninety-five buildings 
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and eight hundred and seventy-five head of l'attk ,vel"(' 

destroyed, and over six thousand square miles of 

country were swept by the flames. The total IORR tn 

property was e8timated at £204,323 Rtl;., and the 

value of lumber burned at £500,000. Contributions 

were received from England, the l'nitf'd ~trtt"R and 

the neigh boring colonies for the relief oUht' sufferel'S by 

this awful conflagration, and tIll' town was shortly 
• rebuilt in a more beautiful and suhstantial manner than 

before. Newcastle is one of the most pll'Hsttllt places 

in which to spend a f~w days in the whole of the 

northern part of the Province. The pl'ople are for 

the most part of English, Scotch or Irish extrac­

tion, and retain the k~t and noblest features 

characteristic of those gallant races. If they know 

yon to be a descendant of the same rae" as themselves, 

they will call upon yon at your hotel, invite yon to 

their houses, bestow upon you cn'rr possible kindness, 

and place at your disposal every fadIi ty for enjoying 

yuurself whilst among them. The trade of Newcastle is 

quite extensive-Iarg"r than that of any nthl'], town in 

N l'W Brunswick, outside of St. John. The a "erage yearly 

exports of deals and boards amount to 150,000,000 feet, 

while the trade in fish, particnlarly in ,almon, is very 

extensive. Ship building is largely eng-aged in, in the 

neighborhood of the town, hut most of till' Rhips arl' 

employed in forcign trade, and often never visit 

Newcastle after they leave, although ther arc owned 

G 
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thlTe. Almost every booy in the town and vicinity 

is in some way interested in the large fleet of mer­
chant shipping which hails from the port. There are 
fourteen steam saw mills on the river, nine water saw 
mills, eight grist mills, and three carding mills. Iu 

the vicinity, and within easy ltCCCSS, there are some 
splendio freestone and granite quarries, but com­
pant ti yely few of the residences are built of these 
materials, the most of them being of wood, \Wlich is 
preferred for its cheapness. Newcastle is destined some 

day to become a town of very con~iderabl~ importance, 
bcill~ located in the very centre of an unrivalled 
lumbering and agricultural country, and through 

which flow some of the .finest salmon dvers in the 

world. Being an inland seaport" with an excellent 
harbour, and in dose proximity to Halifax, whose 

harbour is never obstructed l,y ice, with its superior 
transportation facilities, its trade and commerce will 

doubtless increase rapidly within the next few years. 

Its ellterpising inhabitants, in view of its manifest 

dl'StiIlY, should inaugurate a movement to dispense 

with wood and shingles, as the principal materials of 
building, and adopt stone, which is so plentiful on 

every side, and which would add so greatly to the 
beauty and btability of its bUildings, besid'es bdng a 
vetter protection against fire, which has committed 
suvh dreadful ravages, not ollly in New Brunswick, 

but in all parts of the Dominion where wooo is largely 
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employed for building purposes. The extract factory 
and the steam tannery-the former owned by Messrs. 

J. & J. Millar & Co., and the latter by Mr. John Niven, 
one of the best-hearted Scotc.hmen that we have ever 

met-do a very extensive business, and give em­
ployment to a large number of men. There are five 

churches in the town, six schools, a court house and 
jail, a masonic hall, a mechanics' institute and a tem­
perance hall. To the credit of the people of Newcastle 

be it said that they are so peaceable and orderlY that 

it is not necessary to employ a single policeman. 

'£here are several hotels in the place, but the best is 
the" Waverly," kept b) Mr. Stewart, a genial Scotch­

man, who is always indefatigable in his efforts to 

make those who patronize him comfortable. Mr. Stewart 

has resided in Newcastle for many years, and being 

acquainted with every "nook and corner" about the 
place, will be found a valuable and reliable authority 

to consult as to the best points for angling on the 

rivers, and the proper kinds of flies, &c., to be used. 

The tourist will, as a matter of course, ascend the 

great Miramichi River, on the bank of which New_ 
castle is situated. It derives its name from the Mic­

mac Indians, and its meaning is "happy retreat," 

by no means au inappropriate name as far as anglers 

are concerned. It is one of the Ial'gest rivers in the 

Province, being 220 miles long j its mouth is fully nine 

miles wide. The tide flows up forty miles from the 
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Gulf. The land on both sides is fertile, bnt the 

scenery is not VCl'y im pressi ve. The farmers' cot­

tages, scattered along its entire length, present 
a cheerful and comfortable appearance. The rivel' is 
navigable for large sized ships two miles above New­

castle, where it is crossed by the two finest and largest 
bridges on the Intercolonial. At this point there is a 

small island in the centre of the riw!', which divides 
it into what are known as the north-west and south­

west branches. The bridge over the north-west branch 
consists of six spans of 202 feet each,' supported on 

five piers, the body of which is of freestone and the 
quoins and copings of granite. Great difficulty was 
experienced in laying the foundation of the mason 

work, owing to the rapidity of the current and the 

peculiar formation of the bed of the river. The iron 

work was constructed by the Phomixville Bridge Com­

pany of Pennsylvania, and is acknowledged, for beauty 

of design, strength and durability, to be as near per­
fection as it is possible to ~ttain. The south-west bridge 
is anL'r the same style and of the same dimensions 

flS the north-west structure. They are three-quarters 

of a mile apart. "The Miramichi is navigable for small 
schooners twenty to twenty-five miles aL,.yc the bridge, 

and for ca.noes forty to fifty miles further up. The 
first ship that entered the Miramichi was the frigate 

which took the remains of General Wolfe from Quebec 
to England in 1759, a storm having driven her in for 
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safety. The various branches of the river are cele­
brated for their splendid salmon and trout. A fish 

breeding establishment has been erected by the Gov­
ernment on Stewart·s brool<, one of its tributaries. The 

Miramichi itself abounds with salmon, sturgeon, cod 
fish, mackerel, herring, hass, shad, trout, smelts, lob­

sters, oysters, &c., &c. Its tributaries, which are very 
numerous, range in length from eighteen to one hun­

dred miles; the principal are Cains, Baie-du-vin, 

Nappan, Bartibogue, Renous, Bartholemew and Black 
l·ivers. The south-west or main branch of the Mira­
michi rises in a lake a short distance from the 

Tobique, a river running into the St. John, and flowing 

with great rapidity over a shingley and rocky bed in 

an easterly conroe. It rolls into the Glilf of St. Law­

rence through a large and beautiful bay, in latitude 

470 5" N. longitude 64° 53" W. In the immediate 

vicinity of its source there are three or four lakes i 

about ninety miles from its head it becomes consider­
ably expanded in consequence of the number of small 

rivulets running into it. The north-west branch joins 
the main riYcr about thirty-five miles from its mouth. 

It I'ises in highlands bordering on the east side of the 
Nepissisquit, with which it is connected by a short 

portage leading to the falls, and runs in a calcareous 

and rather 'rocky channel. It is ninety miles long, 

and receives in ~it8 course several large tributaries, of 

which the principal are the Little River, the 'l'omog-

I~--------------------I~ 





~ -:1:-------------r-
72 GUIDE BOOK TO THE INTERCOLONIAL RAII,WAY, 

gonips, Portage River IGreat and Little Sewogle, and 
the Little South-We~t. Most of these rIvers proceed 

from lakes, and are navigable for canoes during the 
summer. 

The best salmon fishing grounds on the Miramichi 
begin at a point nearly 100 miles from its mouth, and 
are reached by stage from Newcastle tc Boiestowll, 
sixty miles distant On all large rivers the best pools 
are generally found near the mouths of brooks and 

larger tributaries which enter the main stream. This 

is the case in the Miramichi; anglers will find the best 
fishing at Salmon Brook, Rocky Brook, Clear Water 
Brook, and Burnt Hill Brook, which are about ten 

miles apart. While at Newcastle the tourist shOUld 

not fail to visit the Tabusintac River, thirty miles fr' m 
the tcwn. Here you can catch as many sea trout as 
yon wish. Carriages can be hired in the town, which 

will convey y' u to Harris'Hot~l, where you hire a canoe, 

a team of horses and a dlh·er. After enjoying the 
hospitality of Harris' establishment you start down 
the stream, the horses hauling the canoe through the 

shallow water at a rate of speed which sometimes 

makes it l'ather uncomfortable for the occupants, as 
they are occasionally in danger of getting capsized or 

swamped. Eight miles below the hotel you reach 

" Big Hole," the best pool on the rivet. Here the 
trout are so plentiful that they fairly darken the water. 
Every cast is successful. The fish range in weight. 
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from two to six pounds. The trip to the Tabusintac 

costs $7.00,-$1.00 per day for the privilege of fishing, 

and $6.00 for team, canoe and driver. 

Opposite Newcastle is the small village of Nelson, 

with a population of about 300. It contains one 

church, a. number of stores, and several saw mills. 

Between Newcastle and Chatham, a steamer runs 

four times a day. Chatham is worthy of a visit. It is 

beautifully situated on the south bank of the river, 

and is the largest and most enterprising town on the 

north shore. Its principal sources of wealth are the fish, 

lumber and shirbuilding trades. Its streets are lighted 

with gas, and it contailis several handsome buildings, 

including a Roman Catholic Cathedral, an hospital and 

college, four churches, masonic and temperance halls, 

printing and telegraph offices, &c., and a number of 

steam mills, foundries and shipyards. Millions of feet 

of lumber, and immense quantities of fish, are annually 

shipped from it. It has an excellent harbour, ac­

commodating vessels ofthe largest tonnage. A branch 

railway to connect the town with the Intercolonial, 

about nine miles long, has been constructed. 

Chatham is the largest and most thriving town in the 

Miramichi district. It has a population of about 

9,000, and counts among its leading citizens names 

well known in England as the largest and most influ­

ential shippers of lumber in the Provinces of New 

Brunswick and ~()va Scotia. 
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A line of steamers connects Newcastle with Red­

bank on the north-west, and Blackwell on the south­
west branches of the Miramichi, both of which will 
repay a visit, if you have time. 

Leaving 1)[ ewcastle we pass through an almost level 
and unintelesting country to Moncton, seventy-eight 

miles distant. This region is rich in tim ber resources, 
which will doubtless, at no distant day, attract consi­
derable attention. The soil is said to be fertile, and a 

few settlers are locating along the route, and devotJfJg 
themselves to clearing the land bordering on the rail­
road. There al'C eight stations in the district-Chat. 

ham.,Junction, Barnaby Hiver, Forest,'Ferris, Welford 

Coal .Branch, Canaan and Berry's Mills, all situated 

amidst a dense fore,t. At 'Welford a few new l,uild­
dings are 1,eing constructed, and several acres of land 

are being prepared for cultivation. On the Barnaby 
river some good salmon and trout fishing can be had. 

It rises Ill'ar the source of the Kouchibonguac in the 
County of Kent, and, together with several consider­

able branches, discharges into the Miramichi, about 
forty-five miles from the Gulf. 



CHAPTER V. 

MONCTON TO HAL FAX. 

Moncton, the head-quarters of the Intercolonial 
Railway, is beautifully situated on a fertile plain at 
tIlt head of ths Petitcodiac River. This river is 
about 100 miles long j i:; navigable twenty-five miles 
for vessels of the largest size, and for schooners of 
sixty to eighty tons burthen for twelve miles further, 
to the head oftide. Above the head of tide it is navi­
gable for boats and canoes fully fifty miles. The 
Petitcodiac is an important fertilizer to the rich and 

extensive marshes which skirt its banks, causing them 
to produce abundant crops of hay for the past 100 

years, with.out any other aid. The stream)s of con­
siderable commercial importance. From Hillsborough, 
a port on its banks, the celebrated Albert coal is 

shipped, and a few miles further up there are extensive 
wharves, where large quantities of plaster of Paris, of 
superior quality, are annually shipped. The Petitcodiac 

is fed by numerous smaller streams or creeks-the Wel­
don Creek, Stoney Creek, Cov8rdale River and Pollett 
1tiver-all abounding with trout and small salmon. 

Large quantities of shad are taken yearly in the Petit­
codiac. Moncton, which not many years ago wa:; but 
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a straggling village, has, since the l"emoval of the 

Railway offices into it, developed itielf with a rapidity 
which can only he witnessed in the case of Amel'ican 

towns and cities. It has now a population of about 
5,000, a large proportion of whom are connected with 
the Railroad and its extensive works in the locality. 

The Railway work-shops cover an area of fully seventy 

acres, and consist of three immense buildings, whel'e 
the rolling stock and all the material for the equipm'ljlt 

of the road are manufactured. The general offices of 
the Intercolonial are situated a few steps behind 

the depot. The building is four storeys high, 
with a freestone front, and presents a very hand­

some and substantial appearance. In Moncton 

there are six hotels, the best being the "Queen's," 
situated on the main street, about a quarter of a mile 

from the station, and the "Royal," a very fine build­
ing also on the main street, and about too yards from 

the sta <,ion. In both these establishments the table 

is always provided with every delicacy of the season, 

and they will be found fully equal, in every respect, to 
any hotels of the same pretensions in the Metropoli­

tan Cities of the Dominion. At the station there is a 

first-class restaurant kept by Mr. Sangster, formerly of 

St. John, N. B. Meals are here always ready on the 

arrival of passenger trains. The town contains 

several churches, a number of stores, a printing office 

issuing a weekly newspaper-the lJloneton Time8-twO 
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branch banks, a telegraph office, and manufactories of 

iron castings, steam engines, machinery, tobacco, 

leather, wooden ware, &c. The Petitcodiac River is 

crossed by a large and handsome wooden bridge. 

The tides of the Bay of Fundy, into which this river 

falls, have always attracted much attention, on 

account of their great ebb and flow, and the manner in 

which the tide enters the narrow bays and runs up the 

riv~rs, both in New Brunswick and Nova Scotia. The 

tidal wave enters the Bay of Fundy at its wide tunnel­

like mouth, is kept from spreading by its rocky walls, 

and is gradually forced into a narrow bed, where the 

waters rise with great rapidity, rushing up at the 

head of the bays and up the river channels, in what is 

called a " bore," sometimes five to six feet in height. 

At the bend of the Petitcodiac, near Moncton, this 

phenomenon can be seen to the greatest advantage, 

particularly at the height of the spring tide. The 

tides rise at their highest to about sixty feet at the 

head of the bay, and from twenty to twenty-six at the 

head of the St. John'River. The scenery around 

Moncton is rather tame, but in the interior it is of a 

wild and romantic character. The fishing in the 

neighbourhood does not amount to much, there being 

comparativdy few streams on which salmon can be 

caught, but trout is plentiful, and of fine flavour, 

ranging from a quarter to four pounds in weight. 

Leaving Moncton we travel for a short distance 
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over an apparently fertile plain, at the end of which 
there is a small Lut beautiful valley on the slope of 

the ridge to the north. The road runs on an embank­
ment of considerable height. After passing this valley 

we come again upon level ground. The Petitcodiac 

flows alongside the track in an easterly direction, 
carrying with it thousands of logs down to the mills 

on its banks, where they are sawn and prepared for 

shipment. The river is soon lost sight of, and we 
enter a thickly wooded district, where no settlements 

are visible. In some places the forest has been de­

stroyed by bush fires, and the bare and charred trunks 
and branches present a weird aspect" as they rise among 

clusters of trees, green with foliage. After traversing 

a few miles, with nothing particularly striking to be 

seen, we gr·t into a well cleared country, well settled, 

with neat and comfortable looking cottages scattered 
here and there on both sides of the track. On the 

left hand side we pass a small sheet of water, which 

the natives call "Upper Pond." A short distance 
beyond this is Painsec Junction, where the road 
branches off to Point-du-Chene. 

This branch is only eleyen miles long. The first 

station we come to is Dorchester Road-a small 

French settlement about five miles south-west of 
Shediac. 

Shediac is a thriving town, situated at the mouth of 

a river of the same name, on the Gulf of St. Lawrence. 
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It has a tolerably good harbor and does a fair trade. 

'l'he population is about 1,000. It contains a telegraph 

office, a printing office, several stores, six hotels, three 

churches, a number of mills, and a large boot and 

shoe factory. There are some pleasant drives round 

the harbor. On Casey's Cape there is a revolYing 

light, and on Shediac Island, at the entrance to the 

harbor, there are -two permanent lights. On the 

Shcdiac River some good trout fishing can be had. 

Weldon's is the principal hotel in the village. It is a 

three-storey wooden building, located opposite the 

station. The" Waverley" also bears the reputation 

of being a very good house. 

Point-du-Ohene is the terminus of the branch, and 

is two miles beyond Shediac. The population is 

small, and consists principally of wharf hands and 

railway employes. Here, during the season of navi­

gation, connections are made with i;kalll'~-r,.; of the 

" Prince Edward Island Steam Navigation Company" 

to and from Charlottetown, P.E.I., and Calloo: Port 

Hood, and other places in Noya Scotia. The Quebec 

and Gulf Ports Steamship Company's steamers to and 

from Montreal, Quebec and all ports on the St. Law­

rence also connect, during the summer m"nths. 'fhe 

scenery along the Shediac branch of the Intercolonial 

is not particularly striking; the soil, however, is good, 

and the district is thickly settled, principally by 

French Canadians. 
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Returning to Painsec, we resume our journeyeast­

wards. 
The first station we reach is Weldon Brook, a small 

settlement surrounded on every hand by a dense 

forest. In the intervening district patches of land 
are being cleared and prepared for culti vation, but at 
present there is little to be seen in this locality to 

interest the traveller. A few miies to the east the 
country presents a more picturesque appearance. 

Hills and dales-the formel' clo.thed with every 
variety of tree indigenous to the latitude, the latter 

mantled with cereal crops waving gently in the 

breeze-lmrst upon the view of the traveller in rapid 

succession, while occasionally we catch glimps~8 of 

the Memramcook River, as it flows in a serpentine 
course to the Shepody Bay, an arm of the Bay of 

Fundy. On its banks may be seen here and there 

some flourishing French Acadian settlements. 

The village of Memramcook is situated in a well­

cultivated district, twenty miles from Moncton. It 

has a population of about 300, mostly French. Sh'p­
building is engaged in to a considerable extent. It 

contains a large Roman Catholic church, and a hand­

some college, four storeys high, built of freestone. 
For some miles beyond Memramcook the natural 

features of the country are the same a>; on the north 

side of that village. As we approach Dorchester, 

however, the country becomes more hilly. A mOlln-
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tain range of considerable height runs on the north 

side, while to the south an elevakd plateau, inter­
spersed with numerous bmall vales, stretches away as 
far as the eye can Sec. 

Doi·chester, the capital of the Co"ullty of Westmore­

land, is situated on the left bend of the Petitcodiac 
River, near its entrance into Shepody Bay. The river 
is navigable for ships of the largest capacity, and Dor­
chester is becoming a place of importance. Besides 

the county buildings, it contains a number of stores 
and hotels, three"churches and a telegraph office. In 
the vicinity a valuable mineral, which by some is 

designated" jet coal," and by others considered pure 
asphaltum, has been discovered, and is being vigor­

ously worked. The mineral is of a brilliant black 
colour, highly inflammable, and yields a large quan­

tity of gas of great illuminating power. A branch of 
the railway, about a mile long, leads to an extensive 

wharf, where large quantities of coal are shipped 
from the Spring Hill Mines in Nova Scotia. On the 

opposite side of the river are Rockland and Hopewell 
villages, in the neighbourhood of which are extensive 
freestone quarries, from which large quantities are 

shipped, particularly from the Caledonia Quarry. In 
the latter village quite a large shipbuilding trade is 
carried on. The scenery here is very attractive. 
Leaving Dorchester we pass through twelve miles of 
thickly-wooded country to SackvilIe, a seaport town 

H 
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in Westmoreland County, situated on a plain at the 
head of the Bay of Fundy, and surrounded by a range 

of mountains of moderate elevation. It is the seat of 

the Mount Allison College, under the direction of the 
Wesleyan Conference of the Maritime Provinces, and 

contains eight churches, two hotels, a tannery, several 
mills and stores, an iron foundry and two newspaper 
offices. Shipbuilding is engaged in to a considerable 

extent. 
A short distance below the station the river is 

crossed by a large iron bridge, constructed on the same 
principle as the others on the Intercolonial Railway. 

Beyond this the country is comparatively level, well 
drained and very fertile. 

Aulac is the next station on our route. The settle­
ment stretches ovcr an extensive tract of first-class 

farming land, which yields very large crops of cereals, 

&c. The ruins of fortifications erected b.y the French 
to rcsist the attack of the British troops, in the happily 

long bye-gone days of warfare between England and 

France, may be seen at Aulac. Here we sight the 

Bay of Fundy, with the waves dashing furiously 
against the exposed cliffs along its shore, and also the 
district through which it is proposed to construct the 

Baie Verte Canal. The Massisquash is crossed ncar 
Aulac by a one span bridge of 100 feet. This stream 

forms a part of the division line between the Pro­

vinces of Nova Scotia and New Brunswick, and enters 
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into the Cumberland basin through the Westmore­

land marshes. 

Travelling for a few miles through a well-settled 

district, we reach Amherst, formerly known as Fort 

Lawrence, a seaport of Nova Scotia and the capital of 

Cumberland County. It is pleasantly situated on an 
arm of Cumberland Bay, and has quite a large trade, 

especially in lumber and shipbUilding. 'fhe popula­

tion is about 2,000. Besides the county and railway 

buildings, Amherst contains about thirty-five stores, 

several churches and hotels, mills and factories, two 

tanneries, a printing office issuing a weekly news­

paper, a telegraph office and a branch bank. The 

ruins of the fortifications in the vicinity of the town, 

constructed during the conflict between the English 

and French for the possession of the country, are 

worthy of a visit. 
Leaving Amherst the road runs for a few miles 

through a thickly-wooded tract of country, with 
patches here and there in process of being cleared and 

prepared for cultivation. A short distance further on 

we pass over a pretty plain, marshy in some parts, 

intersected by a small stream, which is crossed by a 

one-span bridge. 
The next point of importance on the l·oute is 

Maccan, situated on the blJ-nk of a river of the same 
name, at a considerable distance from the station. 

The population is about 300. It contains a woollen 
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mill, a tannery, several stores and a telegraph office. 

Tn its neighbourhood there are some excellent coal 
mines, which are still comparatively undeveloped, but 
which will, no doubt, aftel' the depn·,,;iun now per­
vading all branches of commerce diHappears, attract 
considerable attention. There' are seveml fi~e resi­

dences in the villagl' and its vicinity. About a mile 

below the station there is a shipbuilding yard, out of 
which a number of vessels is annually turned. 

The scenery along the route beyond Maccan is 
exceedingly grand and picturesque. FoUl' miles to 

the east of the village we pass a beautiful little lake, 
surrounded on e,'er), side 1,), a thick forest. Here some 
good trout-fishing can be had. Thl' scenery along this 

part of the route is nry fine, and will not fail to afford 
enjoyment to the plt·asUl'l'-sl'eker. In some parts the 

features of the country are, in boldness and picttl­

resque ruggedness, similar to the Highlands of Scot­
land. The wooded hills in the distance, the beautiful 
valleys and fertile plains between them carefully 

cleared, but with here and there a cluster of trees 
spared by the farmer's axe to add to the beauty of the 

landscape, the murmuring brook by the way-side, the 
majestic river beyond, flowing gently through a dense 

forest and the Bay of Fundy stretching far away 
to the east, gleaming in the sun-all form parts 
of a picture unequalled for its loveliness, and upon 

which the most prosaic spectatOl' cannot gaze without 



MONCTON TO HALIFAX. 85 

experiencing that pleasurable satisfaction produced by 
the wonderful works of Nature, as seen in their 

primeval aspect, unadorned by human artifice. 

Athol, a straggling village, is the next plaee reached. 

The land around the station has apparently been very 
recently cleared, it being still covered with charred 
stumps. Beyond the station the land along the rail­
way track is beautifully cleared, and under cultivation. 
Here there are several deep cuttings through solid 
rock, afkr passing which we enter a thick forest, 

extending for some miles up to Spring Hill, a small 
settlement in Cumberland County. In its vicinity 

there are extensive coal beds, which are being worked 
by a joint. stock company. 

Leaving Spring Hill, we pass thl'ough a woody dis­
trict, some parts of which are in process of being pre­
pared for cultivation, and a few miles further on we 

catch a glimpse of a pretty valley, enclosed on both 
sides by mountain ranges of moderate altitude. This 

valley is being cleared, and will, no doubt, be some 
day the scene of a large settlement, it being in close 

proximity to the railway, and situated amidst }lIVely 
surroundings. On an elevated plateau to the east of 
the valley there is a very pretty settlement, with com­
fortable-looking farmhouses and cottages scattered 
here and there throughout it. 

River Phillip is a short distance beyond. It is a 
small settlement, with a population of only about 
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150. The country around it presents a charming 

appearance, abounding with small streams and rivers, 
in which excellent fishing can be had. The Phillip 
Ri "er, on the banks of which the settlement is situated, 
and from which it derives its name, falls into the 

Strait of Northumberland, at the mouth of Pugwa~h 
harbor. It is navigable for vesseJ~ of twenty-two to 

sixty tons bUl'then seven or eight miles, and for boats 
and canoes over twenty miles. On its banks are some 
fine freestone quarries; limestone is also abundant; 

alewives and salmon, as well as other migratory fish, 
abound in its waters. 

Travelling eastwards we PIISS through an undu­

lating and wooded district, skirted by lofty mountain 
ranges, whose peaks are enveloped in a bluish 
vapour. At Oxford-a small but enterprising village 
on the route, having wooden-edge tool and wooden 

ware factories, and several saw mills-the country 
becomes more level and more suitable for agricultural 
purpoacs. The scenery is everywhere attractive. At 

this point we begin to ascend the Cobequid Hills, 
passing Thomson, Grenville and Wentworth, thriving 

settlements on our route. This conspicuous range 
seems to divide the Bay of Fundy into two great 
forks, the most northerly one some fifty miles in 

length, and terminating in the Cumberland Basin, at 
the head of which is the town of Amherst; the more 
southerly fork not less than eighty miles in length, from 
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Cape Chigreeto to the head of Minas BaRin at Truro. 

The hills range in altitude from 800 to 1,000 feet 

above the level of the sea j they extend almost due 

east and west from Truro to a total length of about 

100 miles, and to a breadth averaging about ten or 

twelve miles. The road runs in an irregular course 

on the brow of the range, reaching the highest 

elevation at Folly Lake, which i:; 600 feet above the 

sea. The prevailing geological formations in the 

Cobequid Hills are granite, perphyry, and clay "late 

in the upper portions;. above the shores of the bay, 

limas, and on the northern side, the formation is of the 

red-stone and the coal measures. The range abounds' 

with the must valuable minerals, of which a large 

mass of specular iron ore, of unequalled riehness, 

occurs close to the line j and with the facilities pro­

vided for the carriage of coals to the spot, we han' no 

doubt the varied resources of the region will soon 

attract the attention of capitalists. The Folly Lake 

is a beautiful sheet of water, with an irregular shore. 

It is one and-a-half miles long, and ranges in width 

from fifty to 500 yards. In its neighbourhood is 

another small lake, in the midst of a thick forest. 

In both lakes good trout fishing can he had. After 

passing Folly Lake we descend by a steep grade to a 

level country, which is reached a short distance 

beyond Londonderry. The distance over the CoLe­

quid Hills is the most interesting, indeed, we might 
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gay also the most exciting that can possibly be tra­
YerHed. i-iix hundred feet above the level of the sea, 
on the brow of an almost perpendicular mountain 

range, looking down into the deep valley below, with 
it" ,;tee!, boundaries, and the 'Wallace River running 
impetuously through it into the distant Gulf of St· 

La wrenee; occasionally catching a glimpse of the 
deep blue waters of the Bay of Fundy, and the beauti­
ful towns and villages situated romantically along its 

shores, is a situation as faScinating, and, at the same 
time, as hazardous, as the most ardent admirer of 

scenery and the most callous scare-crow in pursuit of 
adventure could possibly desire to be placed in On 

every hand, and as far as the eye can see, the scenery 
is bold, varied, and highly impressive. 

The most important of the several iron bridges on 
this division is that over the River Folly, with six 

spans of one hundred feet, eighty-two feet in height 
from the bed of the river, a striking structure, built 

of durable sandstone of various colours. The foun­
dations are on rock. It spans the eastern portion of 
the valley at this place. A long, narrow ridge, about 

fifty feet high, divides the valley of the FollJO from 

that of a smaller stream. This second valley, eighty 
feet deep, is crossed by a solid embankment, the 

stream being diverted through a tunnel into the 
Folly. . 

Londonderry, Debert and Ishgonish, are small but 





90 GUlDE BOOK TO TilE INTERCOLONIAL RAILWAY. 

thriving settlements on the Halifax side of the Cobe­
quid Hills. At Londonderry, which iR situated on the 
north side of thc Cobequid Bar, the ship-building 
trade is carried on to a considerable C'xtent. The 

Acadian Charcoal Iron Company have theil' works 
here. This valuable property has lately been pur­
chased by an English Company, which is building two 

large blast furnaeesJor the manufacture of pig iron, 
eaCH oemg capable of turning out ~O,OOO tons of pig 
a year. They are also huilding about ten miles of 
railroad to connect their lit-posits of ore with the fur­

naces; also steel works, foundries, &c. This promises 
to be a vIlry large and impOl"tant industry, and, when 
fully completed, will have cost nearly £300,000 ster­

ling. Debert IS loeated on the bank of a river of the 

same name, which rises in the Cobcquid Hills, and at 
whose source there are several small lakes abounding 

with speckled trout. Ishgonish is a good farming 
distrid, well watered; around the settlements rabbits 

exiost in tremendous numbers A local firm carries on 
a large rabbit-preserving trade. The game is canned 

ana sil1pped to England, labelltd "!'reserwd Hare." 
We don't think that the deception has ever been 

detected. A short journey through a lovely agricul­
tural country brings us to. Truro, one of the most 
important points on this division of the road. 

Truro, the capital of Colehester County, situated on 
a delightful plain, known as Onslow Marsh, five miles 
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long, and three miles broad at the head of the Cobe­

quid Bay, is one of the prettipst towns in the Province. 

It has a population of about 5,000, and contains, 

besides the county buildings, several churches and 

hotels, a branch bank, a telegraph office, the Provin­

cial, Normal and Model Schools, and manufactories of 

engines, iron castings, axles, machinery, boob and 

shoes, lasts and pegs, hats, leather, wooden ware, 

WOOllens, &c. Since the building of the Intercolonial, 

its trade has rapidly increased, and what was but a 

few years ago a mere straggling village, iH now a 

beautiful town, with substantially constructed build­

ings, and various important industrial enterprises. 

The country ourrounding the town is very fertile, and 

large crops are annualiy raised. In every direction 

there are beautiful drives. The climate is extremely 

healthy, there being always a fresh and exhilarating 

ocean breeze from the Bay of Fundy. On the Salmon 

River, which flows right througl~ the town, ,"Itle 

splendid salmon and trout fishing can be had. The 

principal hotels are the Victoria, opposite the station, 

and the Prince of Wales about a mile distant. Both 

are very handsome wooden buildings, and the table 

and accommodation are first-class. There is also a 

refreshment saloon at the station. At Board Landing 

Bridge, on the Bay of Fundy, two miles from Truro, 

there arc shiplJUilding yal'tIs in which vesscb of from 

600 to 700 tons burthen are built. A provincial Ex-
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hibition building has been ereCted. There is a splendid 
one-half-mile race-course in the immediate vicinity of 
the town. 

Here the road branches off to Pictou, fifty-two miles 
distant.. It runs through an excellent farming coun­
try, rich in mineral resources, particularly coal, and 
abounding with timber of excellent growth. The first 
station on the route is Valley, surrounded by a well­
watered agricultural district. From this settlement 
the North River flows for about fourtee~ miles along 
the track. }t rises in Dalhousie Mountain, and dis­
charges into the Bay of Fundy. In some places the 
water is very shallow, but many deep pools occur 
along its course in which salmon and trout congregate 
in large numbers. For a short distance past Valley 
the road runs along the brow of a hill, through deep 
cuttings. The rocks in several places rise to a con­
sidel'able height above the railway carriages. Beyond 
this the country iff stumpy, and no settlements are in 
sight, but the interior is thickly populated. 

Leaving Union, Riversdale, West River and Glen­
garry-small but steadily-growing settlements, with 
good trout-fishing in the vicinity, especially at Rivers­
dale, within a few miles of which there are three large 
lakes-we pass on to Hopewell, an interesting little 
Village, where tourists on the way to the splendid 
fishing grounds of Guysborough County can hire 
carriages. 
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Stdlerton, five miles to the east, is the centre of an 

immensely rich coal diHtrict. Iron ore is also found 

here in large quantities, and a furnace iR in operation 

in the village. The population is estimated at 3,000. 

Close by Stellerton are the old Albion Mines, which 

have heen worked for nearly fifty years; and at 

Westerville, a few miles away, arc the Drummond, 

Acadia, and Black Diamond mines. The depression in 

the coal trade during tll,· past two years has been 

severely felt in this locality, and none of the mines 

have been worked to their full capacity for a long 

time back; indeed, some of them han· hcen e10Hed 

down altogether. These mines arc worthy of a visit. 

Some of them are very large and deep, extending over 

1,000 feet into the interior of the earth. In the 

neighbourhood excellent salmon fishing call be ob­

tained. 

New Glasgow is three miles from Stellcrton, and in 

many respects resembles the great Scottish commercial 

city after which it has been named. Like the Qucen 

city of the Clyde, it is an inland town, situated in thl" 

neighborhood of one of the richest mineral territories 

in the world, and also having an extensive shipbuild­

ing trade. In this port the largest vessels hailing 

from Nova Scotia have been built. The town is 

divided into two parts by the East River, oyer which 

is thrown a large wooden drawbridge. The population 

is about 3,500. It contains two foundries, several 
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tanneries, a pottery, a branch bank, a telegraph office, 

a printing office issuing a weekly newspaper, a number 
of shipyards, four good hotels, and about fifty stores. 
Outside the town there are several handsome private 
mansions. The Intercolonial Coal Company run a 

railroad, five miles long, from the mine to Abercromby 
Point, in South Picton, where the coal is shipped. 

Pictou Landing, eight miles from the last town, is 
the terminus of the branch. From this point a steamer 

conveys the passengers to the town, situated at the 

head of Pictou harbor, which opens into Northumber­
land Strait. The district around it is exceedingly 
fertile and well cultivated, and contains extensive 

coal mines and quarries of building stone. The harbor, 
a beautiful sheet of water sheltered from every wind, 

is acknowledged to be the finest on the South shore of 

the St. Lawrence. The entrance is 200 yards wide. 

Here is a lighthouse with a fixed light, sixty-five feet 

above the sea. Three rivers-the East, Middle, and 

West-empty into the basin; on all of them good 
trout and salmon fishing can be had. Pictou is a very 

old town, having been founded 110 years ago by a 

party of emigrants from Philadelphia. In l772, thirty 
families from the Highlands of Scotland arrived in 
the ship" Hector," but some dispute arose between 

them and the original settlers regarding the land, and 
the majority emigrated to Halifax and Truro. From 

time to time, however, subsequently large numbers of 
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Scotch emigrants arrived and settled in the county, 

which is now pretty well populated by an indust­

rious and enterprizing cla~s of people. The large 

preponderance of Mackays, Frazers, McLeans, Mac­

Donalds, Campbells and Douglasses in the various 

settlements in the neighbourhood of Pictou indicates 

the nationality of the inhabitants. Their brave and 

sturdy forefathers were forced to leave their native 

land" to make room for sheep and deer," and find a 

home amidst the dense forests of North America. 

They had many difficulties to contend with: extreme 

cold in the wiuter, oppressive heat in the summer. 

They had to clear thl' land of its forest covering, and 

in consequence of their distance from civilization 

and the defective means of communication, they had 

often to endure huuger. Now, however, circum­

stances are greatly altered for the better. The rail­
way passes close to their doors; steamers and sailing 

vessels enter their harbors almost daily, and with these 

facilities the vast resources of the country are being 

rapidly developed. Signs of prosperity mre visible 

everywhere, but the country is susceptible of still 

greater development, and at no distant day it doubtless 

will become one of the most important commercial 

centres in the Dominion. Pictou isa well-built town ; 

its streets are lighted with gas. Coal mining is the 

principal industry and the chief source of revenue. 
Large quantities are annually exported to the United 
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States and different parts of Canada. The harbor is 
frozen over in the winter, some years the icc being 
fully seven feet in thickness, forming a· magnificent 
field for skating. The principal buildings in the 

town are the Presbyterian Church, brick and stone, 
on the corner of Coleraine and Church Streets; the 

Catholic Church, also brick and stone, on Battery 
Hill; the Court House, on Church Street; and the 
Custom House, neal' the wharf. The town has also 

a splendid academy, Library, Masonic Hall, three 
branch banks, telegraph and newspaper offices, two 
steam carding mills, two tobacco factories, an iron 
foundry, several saw and grist mills, tanneries, &c. 
A convent, Young Men's Christian Association Rooms 

and County Buildings are in procea, of construction. 
Shipbuilding is largely engaged in both in the town 
and in the neighbouring villages. Three or four 

ships are always on the stocks. In the vicinity of 
the town there is some fine scenery, especially along 
the banks of the West River . 

A drive-of ten to twenty miles into the interior 
brings us to a telTitory where ranges of mountains 
extend in e very direction, presenting a scene of the 
most varied and beautiful description. 

At Maxwell, twenty-five miles distant, there art:' 
several large lakes full of bass and trout. Moose, bears 
and foxes roam through the uninhabited districts of 
the county in considerable numbers. Along the shores 
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of the harbor, the country is generally level j there is 
no marsh land j along the rivers there is much valuable 

intervale, and much of the upland soil, even to the 
summit of the hills, is fertile and everywhere capable 

of cultivation. Outside of Halifax, Pictou is considered 
to be the richest town in Nova Scotia, the most of the 
wealth having been made in the coal and shipbuilding 
trades. There are several hotels in the place, in which 

the table and accommodation are very good, and the 
charges moderate. The steamers of the Prince Edward 
Island Steam Navigation Company leave Pictou four 

timl's a week for Charlottetown, P.E.I., and Port 
Hawkesbury, Sydney and other places in Cape Breton. 

Steamers of the Quebec and Gulf Ports Line leave 
on Tuesdays and Fridays for Charlottetown, P.EL, 

and Shediac, Newcastle, Chatham and Dalhousie, 

N.B., and ports on the St. Lawrence. The boats of 
the Montreal and Acadian Steamship Company also 
call weekly. The sail fwm Pictou, through Northum­
berland straits, to Charlottetown is very pleasant; the 

water is seldom rough, and the boats are strongly built 
and comfortably furnished. 

Returning from Pictou to Truro We get on board 
the" Express," and resume our journey to Halifax on 
the main line. 

Leaving Truro with its pretty white buildings glit­
tering in the sun, and its magnificent t.ract of prairie 

in front, intersected with numerous small streams, we 



MO~CTON TO HALIFAX. 99 

travel through a charming country, passing Johnson, 

a flag station, on to tlrookfield, a 8mall village stand­
ing in the centre of an excellent agricul tural district. 

There are rich deposits of iron ore in its vicinity. 

The road from Brookfield rims through a beautifully 

wooded country on to l'tl'wiacke, a small settlement 

occupied principally by Indians. Tl:l' population is 

about 300. Close by it is a river of the same name, 

which rises in the Pictou hills, and, flowing down 

through Upper, Middle and Lower Stewiacke, falls 

into the Shubenacadie River, about six miles above 

the Bay of Fundy. Its total length is fifty miles, but 

it is not navigable except for eanol's, small boats and 

gondolas. The latter go up five or six miles to the 

head of tide; canoes can go t,) its source. The inter­

vale and marsh on the banks is very fertile, and yield 

large crops. This river contains fish of all sizes, from 

t.he smallest minnow to salmon weighing twenty-five 

pounds. Smelts, gaspereaux, trout, 1,ass, shad, &c., 

also abound in large numbers. The river flows past 

the village in a herpentine coursl', and is crossed by a 

small iron bridge. 

}'ive miles further on is Shubcnacadie, one of the 

loveliest spc;>ts in this section of the country. Its 

weird snnsets, always considered one of the grandest 

sights in Nature, "tipping the hills with gold," "the 

fall of watcl·S and the song of birds, the hills that echo 

to the distant herds, are luxuries excelling all the 
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glare the world can boast and her chief favorites 
share" Here is a happy retreat, with an exhilarating 
atmosphere, where the business man can recuperate 
his exhausted ellC'rgics, where the student of nature 

can find inuumerable objects for Rtudy and meditation, 
and where the pleasure-seeker can obtain all the 
enjoyment connected with salmon angling. The 

settlement, as its name indicates, was originally 
founded by Indians, but very few of them live in the 
village. They have numerous huts throughout the 

surrounding country. The Shubenacadie River, upon 

whose bank the village is situated, is one of tlH' prin­
cipal streams in Nova ~('otin, which it nearly divides 

into t,YO. It empties into the Cobequid Bay, forty-five 
miles north of Halifax, with which city it is connected 
by a canal thirty mile·s i.n length. The tide £ows up 
twenty-five miles along its banks. For a distance of 
twelve miles from its mouth there are several ship­
yards, in which some very large vessels are built. 

Salmon, shad, &c., abound in its waters. In the 
village there are two good hotels. 

A short journey throngh a fine tract of country 
brings us to Milford, in Hailts Connty, where the 
scenery is varied and romantic. The village is quite 

small, having {Jnly a population of about 200. In its 

neighbourbood thl're are extensive limestone and 
gypsum quarries. Considerable quantities of lumber, 
bay and gypsum are shipped from the station. 
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Elmsdale, five miles distant, is situated on a piece 
of magnificent prairie land, enclosed on the l'ast by a 
chain of mountains. Here the Nine Mile River joins 

the Shubenacadie, and their confluence is}loted for its 

fine salmon and trout fishing. 

Enfield is two miles further on. 'l'he district con­
tains productive gold mines. Quartz mills are in 

operation three miles from the station. 

A short distance beyond this is Grand Lake, a 
,beautifiII ~heet of water almost eight miles long and 
one to two miles broad. It is dotted with numerous 
small islands, which increases its picturesqueness and 
beauty. The road runs for a considerable distance 
along the bank ~f this lake, in some places through 

heavy cuttings through solid rock. 

Passing Wellington, where the scenery is very fine, 
we come to Windsor, the junction of the Inter­
colonial and WindHor and Annapolis Railway. 

After a stoppage of a few minutes here we again 

start, and, traversing through an exceedingly 
rocky country, passing along a chain of lakes which, 
with the small island and numerous bays, present a 
charming appearance,'move on to Bedford, at the head 
of Halifax harbour. The village contains an extensive 
woollen factory, paper mills, telegraph office, and 
several stores and hotels. Four miles beyond this is 
Four Mile House, and a short distance further on, 
Halifax, the eastern terminus of the Intercolonial. 
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CHAPTER VI. 

HALIFAX: ITS PUBLIC INST~UTIONS, DOCKYARDS, FORTIFI-

CATIONS, PARKS, DRIVES, ETC'. 

The first view the traveller obtains of Halifax 
impresses him with the solidity and substantiality of 

its construction, and the romantic picturesqueness of 
its situ~tion. With the everlasting flinty rock for its 

foundation the city l'ises proudly from the water's edge,. 
and exten~s in beautiful parallel terraces up the slop­

ing face of a mountain range. In fr<?nt lies the deep, 

capacious and well sheltered harbour, dreaming in the 

dazzling sunlight, with St. George's Island, small, 
oval, in its very heart strongly fOrtified, and com­
manding the centre of the city; its wharves and 
shipping. 

The railway is being extended about a mile further. 

into town, directly opposite the gate of the Dockyard. 
A very fine stone and brick station is being built, 
which will be opened shortly, and will be the finest 
and most convenient railway station in Canada. 

As in all large cities, the moment you step off the 

train you are surrounded by a perfect 6warm of." cab­
bies" and hotel runners, each of whom tries to per­
suade you that his own vehicle is superior to all others,. 
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or that the hotel he represents is infinitely the best in 
the place. 

The principal hotels in the city are the "Interna­

tional" and "Halifax" j but Halifax is much behind 

the age in hotels, and is sadly injuring itself by not pro­

viding better accommodation for travelIers. Both the 

present establishments are oJ:. Hollis Street, the chief 

business thoroughfare. The proprietors have 'busses 

at the station on the arrival of trains. They charge 

50c. for driving you to the hotels. Being packed in 

these 'busses with five or six felIow travelIcrs is not 

very agreable, especially as the roads are very rough 

and the" machine" tihakcs terribly. It wiII l,e found 

a great deal more convenient and satisfactory to hire 

a " carriage and pair" partkularly as the charge is the 

same-50 cents. 

Halifax is a very old city, having been founded in 

1749. On the 25th of July of that year, the first 

Governor-Edward C.,ornwallis-took the oaths of 

office, and Paul Mascarene, John Gorham, Benjamin 

Green, John Salisbury and Hugh Davidson were ap­

pointed the first Council, which was increased a few 

days afterwards by the addition of Ellison, Mercer, 

Steele, Horseman, Hopson, Lawrence and How. This 

memorable day was celt· bra ted as a holiday, and 

ever since the 25th of July is set apart for general 

festivity in commemoration of the foundation of Halifax 

and the establishment of civil Government. It is not 
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necessary to follow the varied fortunes of the city in 

the intclTcuing period. RCYCl·al.works have already 
been published on the subject. Halifax has at differ­

ent reriods been visited by some distinguished per­

sonages-in 1786, by H.R.H. Prince William Henry, 
afterwards William IV.; in 1794, by the Duke of 

Kent, the father of Queen Victoria; in 1799, hy the 
Duke of Orleans, afterwards King Louis Philippe of 
France, and his two brothers; in the same year by the 
celebrated William Cobbett; in 1860 by the Prince of 

Wales, and in 1869 by Prince Arthur. All these dis­
tinguished visitors were received in a manner becoming 
their rank. Halifax is replete with objects of interest 

to the tOl1l'ist and pleasure seeker. Presuming that 

the reader is on a mi ssion to see all that there is to be 

seen alJout this quaint old place, we will first introduce 

him to the 

CITADEL, 

where the best view of the c{ty is obtained. This 

Citadel, which is one of the finest in America, was 
commenced by the Dnke of Kent, father of Queen 

Victoria, while at Halifax a~ Commander-in-Chief. In 

recent years it has been almost complet~ly rebuilt, 
is of enormous strength, and forms an essential part 

of the system of fortifications by which the City is 

protected. From its elevated position its batteries 

command every part of the town, and nearly all parts 
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of the harbour. Immediately below the portal is a 

saluting battery, consisting of old-fashioned guns. 

The place is always kept in complete order. Visitors 

are permitted to explore the works thoroughly, even to 

make the circuit of the fort under ground, behind the 
outside wall. The barracks and magazines within 

the fort are bomb proof. From the Citadel a magni­
ficent prospect of the ·~aried scenery of Halifax is 

obtained. Eastwards and westwal'ds the sea and sky 

bound the distant horizon, while in other directions 

low ranges of hills rise and swell, and fade into a dim 

line of purple fifteen 01' twenty miles. away. Along 

the Atlantic coast, from Canso to Yarmouth, the 
silvery arms of the turbulent ocean cleave the rocky 

barriers, and run far inland, These bays seem to 

have been designed by the Great Architect of the 

Universe fur the safety and dclight"of man j without 

them the south-eastern coast of Nova Scotia would be 

a homeless wilderness, They are now, however, a 

source of wealth and scenic loveliness, with their 

"brawling" brooks and mighty rivers rushing to 

their embrace, They shelter the little boat "that 

wins the bairnics' bread" and the gallant barque that 
woos the gales of distant seas or dares the winter 

hurricane, Below lies the city, extending for a dis­

tance of three miles, from Bedford Basin on the north 

to the North-west Arm on the south. In the centre 

the buildings are huddled together in a manner not 
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very pleasing, but to the sout.h, and in some portions 

of the north end, many fine dwe !lings, surrounded by 
spacious grounds, are discernible. As seen from the 
Citadel the houses appear to be built more for internal 

comfort than for external beauty, but on a closer 
inspection several fine granite blocks will be folmd of 

fine architectural proportions .• In front lies the har­

bour, sheltered from every wind that blows, prolonged 
to the narrows, away up to Bedford, spreading into a 

spacious land-locked basin; the North-west Arm 

stretches to the soutb, with its "loved little islands" 
and sheltered nooks, doubled by the mirrowing waters. 
But the real charm of the view lies in the forests of 

"murmuring pine !lnd 1)( mlock," interspersed with 

patches of birch and maple, that, far as the eye can· 

reach, line the· s?ores of the harbour, and clothe 
McNabb's Islann, at its entrance, in a sea of green; in 

the glimpses of the placid waters of Bedford Basin, 
fringed with forests and sparkling in the morning 

sun, and in the air of calm and repose banging over 

forest and stream, city and harbour. Grand and 

picturesque, thongh, the scene before us is, the 

city, with its lofty towers, its sacred-looking church 

spires, its fine public institutions, and its palatial 
private mansions, is seen at a disadvantage from 

our elevated position. A closer inspection is neCes­

sary to detect the architectural beauty of its struc­
ture, the extent and strength of its quays and 
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wharves, the massiveness and solidity of its fortifi­

cations, the quaintness of its gloomy old houses 

and quiet streets, and the grandeur of the scenery 

in its immediate neighbourhood. It would take a 

large volume to contain a minute description of the 

various points of interest in the l'ity and vicinity, and 

the historical incidents associated with most of them. 

In this work the most prominent only can be men· 

tioned j and first of ali, as Halifax is the only mili­

tary post now in Canada, we shall first inspect its 

na val and military institutions. '" l' have already 

referred to Fort George, 1>1' the "Citadel,"· from 
which such a magnificent vil'w of the country is 

obtained. The next placl' in puint of inten'st is 

H.M. DOCKYARD, 

which was founded nine years aftn the arrival of 

Cornwallis in Halifax. It occupies half a mile of the 

harbor at the upper end .. f the city. It is f HCl'd in 

from the street by a substantial stone wall, and con­

tains a number of hOUse's for the accommodation of 

the officers in charge and the various employ~s. In 

the summer season, when the fleet is in port, the 

dockyard presents an extremely lively and stirring 

appearance. The bands of till' ships fill the air with 

~usic j visitors are constantly running. to and fro. 

The sailors -polite, obliging, gleeHome, fro .lil'sr.me 

fellows- in their picturesque costume aflord constant 
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amusement. A large amount of work has to be done 
in landing and shipping stores, &c. A visit to a first­
class British man-of-war is at any time interesting, and 
such a visit can II(> l'n.ioyed almost any day at Halifax 

during the summer months. Immediately to the 
north of the dockyard lies the hospital yard. 

THE WELLINGTON BARRACKS, 

built of brick, occupy a fine healthy site to the north 
of the city. To the south of them stands the Admi­

ralty l;ouse, erected for the accommodation of the 
Admiral on the Station when ashort'. The Naval 

Cemetery lies l,etween the Admiralty grounds and 
the harbour. At the south end of Gottingen street 

stands the Military Hospital, acknowledged to be 
one of the best on the Continent. It is built and 
fitted up according ,to the most approved rules of 

sanitary science. I n the sanl(' neighborhood is the 

Garrison Chapel, where all ""ldi('l's who belong to the 
Episcopal Churl'h worship. Soldiers who belong 
to other denominations are allowed to worship in 

their respecthe churches. The Ordnance Yard 
occupies a valuable wharf property near the heart of 

the city, at the junction of Water and Hollis streets. 

H.M. Fuel Yard and Ql1t'cn's Whal'f are a few rods 
further south, and a short distance beyond them is 

H.M. LumlJer Yard, with the Engineers' Wharf, jut­

ting far out into the water. Proceeding along the 
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shore about two miles from ~he centre of the city we 
come to Fort Ogilvie and Fort Cambridge, both strik7 
ing specimens of the best style of modern granite and 

earthworks. Stronger works than these, or defences 
more favorably located to command the entrance to 
the harbour, can hardly be imagined. Down close to 
the shore are Mount Pleasant and North West Arm 
Batteries,- while the Prince of Wales' Tower crowns 
the summit of the Park. These are preserved more as 

reminiscences of the past, an~ for the sake of "old 
acquaintance" rather than as an essential portion of 

the magnifihnt system of fortifications by which 
Halifax is protected. 

MilLVILLE ISLAND 

lies near the head of the North-west Arm, in a 
. picturesque and cozy nook. It is now used as a mili­
tary prisou, and groups of convicts with cropped hair 

may be seen working on the adjacent grounds or on 
the roads. This was the place were the most of the 

prisoners captured during the war of 1812-14 were 

confined. Fort Needham once towered above the 

Narrows and Richmond, but nothing is now left to 
mark its site, save a deep ditch and a few mounds 

of earth. 

ST. GEORGE'S ISLAND, 

situated in tne centre of the harbour, is very 
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strongly fortified. Fort Charlotte, on this islet, has 
within the past few years been entirely rebuilt and 
brought up to the requirements of the age. Fort 

Clarence, also a work of furmidable strength, stands 
on the eastern shore of the harbour, nearly opposite 

St. George's Island. On the north-west shore of 
McNabb's Island there is another line of batteries, 

commanding the harbour below St. George's Island. 
On Meagher's Beach and Sam bro I sland are martello 
towers, and on the lav-d side stands York Redoubt. 
Altogether, Halifax is fortified more strongly than 
any other city on the continent of America, and as 
only Cronstadt and a few other places in Europe 
are. In proportion to its population more of naval 

and military life is seen in Halifd'x than anywhere else 
on this side of the Atlantic. The noble harbour is at 
times studded with ships of war, British, French and 
American. The streets are gay with naval and mili­
tary uniforms The" Common" is often the scene of 
spirited reviews and sham fights. 

FORT MASSEY, 

located near the south end of Queen's Street, 'is 
worthy 'of mention. There is no longer any trace of 

a fort, but much military interest is attached to the 
locality, as the site of the soldier's cemetery. " The 
paths of glory lead but to the grave," and many a 
brave warrior sleeps here his last long sleep. Military 
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funerals are often conducted here. There is something 
profoundly affecting in the wail and muffled thunder 

of tiie " Dead March" as rendered by the band 1I.nd em­
phasized by the slow solemn tread of a th~usand men, 
with drooping looks and arms reversed. Thus they 

march to the grave j the chaplain reads the service j 

the final salutes are fired to the sound of drums 

and fifes j the homeward march is ordered, the band 
stri.!':es up one of its livelIest tunes, and the recent 
mourners soon forget, not their "mechanical grief" as 

some one bas written, but their sincere and heart-felt 

sorrow for their departed comrade. Soldiers are suscep­

tible of as much feeling-genuine, sympathetic feeling 

-as any other class of men, and to say that their grief, 
as they follow the remains of a favourite officer or a 

brave and respected comrade to their last resting place 

is "assumed," is an unwarranted statement, and one 
which could only emanate from the brain of a perAon 

who s~ldom associated with militarv men anti who 

entirely miscomprehended their character The 

PUBLIC lJSTITUTIONS 

of "Halifax are numerous, and generously supported 

by the people. There is no lack of 

CHUBCHEB, 

there being more than one place of worship for" every 

1,000 of the population. Denominationally they are 
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as follows :-Episcopal, seven; Presbytel'ian, seven; 

Methodist, six; Roman Catholic, thnle; Baptist, three; 

Free Will Baptist, one; Congl'egationalist, one; 

Plymouth Brethren, one, Mission Church (Union), 
Qne; African Methodist, one; African Baptist, one j­
making altogether thirty-three churches. Some of 
these are old and venerable. St. Paul's was built a 
year after the founding of Halifax,-in 1750. Quite a 

number of the churches are small, and have very 
limited congregations. There is no "Established 
Church." The British Government pays the chaplain 

who officiates for the military in the Garrison Chapel. 

SCHOOf,S AND COLLEGES. 

Dalhousie College was founded by Earl Dalhousie, 

and for years made but slow and uncertain progress. 
It is now, however, well equipped, and has over 100 
students. St. Mary'R College is supported by the 

Roman Catholic Church. The Presbyterian College 
occupies a building in the North End, on Geuish 
Street. There are several excellent private academies 

in the city. The Public Schools are intended to 

accommodate every schoolable child in Halifax. Some 
of the buildiugs are very commodious, present a very 

handsome appeamnce, and are well equipped. The 

principal are, "Morris Street," "St. Mary's," "St. 

Patrick's," "Brunswick and Albro Stleet" schools. 
These are all free schools, to which the poorest children 
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have unrcstriekd access. They cost the eitr over 
$66,000 a year. 

ASYLUM FOR THE INSANE. 

'I'his institution, situated on the Dartmouth side 

of the water, is an immense structure, lJUilt and regu­

lated on the most approved plans, and yields excellent 

results. It is huilt on a healthy, airy and beautiful 

elevation, called' Mount Hope. The view from the 

grounds adjoining the Asylum, and especially from 

the centre cupola, is vtory fine either in summer or 

winter. This institution now accommodates over 300 

patients. 

THE INEBRIA1'E ASYLUM 

nestles in a quite grove, near the First Lake, and is 

the most recently organized of the charitable institu­

tions of Halifax. It is already making a favorable 

impression upon the public. It provides for a large 

and most unfortunate class for whom sympathy is too 

often turned into hot indignation. The 

ORPHANS HOME 

stands on the Halifax side of the harbour, at the 

northern end, occupying a large building surrounded 

by trees, and overlooking the Narrows. It is a very 

attractive spot. There is a circumstance connected 

K 
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with this establishment which well deserves notice. 
For the past seventeen years the average number of 
children in the Home has ranged from thirty to fifty, 
and the ages of the orphans have ranged from two to 
ten years and sometimes more, yet during that period 

. there has not been a single death among the inmates 
-a most favorable commentary upon the careful man­
agement of the institution. A Roman Catholic or­
phanage is in the ~ame end of the city. Proceeding 
southward/l, past the Wellington barracks, we next 
notice the 

DEAF AND DUMB INSTITUTE, 

one of which Halifax is justly proud, as it is sur­
passed nowhere in efficiency. The inmates are liter­
ally taught to speak, although much greater pains are 
bestowed on teaching them to read and to expreMs 
themselves correctly and rapidly in writing. The 
number of pupils ordinarily ranges from forty to fifty. 

THE HOME FOR THE AGED 

stands nearly opposite the Institution for the Deaf 
and Dumb. It is a quiet and comfortable establish­
ment, erected for old ladies who have fallen into want. 
Between thirty and forty such are here cared for from 
year to year. 

A SOLDIERS' AND SAILORS' HOME 

is in process of erection on Brunswick Street. There 
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is in che same end of the city a house where falleu 

women are cared for, and where they are aflorded a 

cpance of escape to a better life. 

TEMPERANCE HALL 

has long been the rallying-place of Sons of Temper­

ance and other temperance organizations. 

THE YOUNG MEN'S CHRISTIAN ASSOCIATION 

have a very handsome and commodiou~ building near 

the centre of the city., It cost over $35,000. '1'he 

society is a quarter of a century old, and has Leen 

gathering strength with increa~ing years. 

THE FREEMASONS 

have a fine new temple in course of construction only 

two blocks away from the Young Men's Christian 

Association's head-quarters. 

THE BIlITISH-AMEmCAN BOOK AND TRACT SOCIETY 

has its head-quarters in Granville Street. It spends 
thousands of dollars annually in disseminating at­

tractive religious literature. 

THE CLUB H01::SE 

occupies a prominent position in Hollis Street. It is 

an elt'gant and attracti I'e resort for the wealthy and 

fashionable residents of Halifax. 
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ST. PAUL'S 1j"0ME OF INDUSTRY FOR GmLS 

is situated in the southern end of the city. It is an 

iustitution where young persons, who would other­

wise be castaways, are trained to lives of usefulness 
and virtue. 

THE ASYLUM FOR THE BLIND 

stands further north, occupying a handsome brick 
building. Here It work of beneficence is accomplished 

for the blind such as is done for the deaf and dumb at 
the other end of the city. 

THE PROVINCIAL AND CITY HOSPITAL 

is close by. Here the sick are cared for. Unfortu­
nately, the building is not half the requisite size. It 

contains only sixty beds, whereas 150 at least would 
be required. The 

POOR HOUSE 

is in the same Yicinity, quite palatial in appearance, 
but unwisdy situated on the common, which ~hould 
be reserved for the free use of the public. This palace 

of briel, is free to the poor at all times, and the inmates 
sometimes number over 500. 

THE MEDICAL COLLEGE 

is in the same locality. It is a neat wooden' struc­
ture. 
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A CONVENT 

devoted to the "Sacred Heart," whence Histers of 

Charity iRRue on errands of mercy, iH in the same 

quarter of the town. Here, alRo, is the 

HALIFAX Il<FAXTS' HOME, 

one of the lll'WCHt of Halifax's many charitable in­
stitutions. Fifty-five infants were n'l'l'ived in the 

Home during its first year, and the lives of over two­

thirds were santi. The 

DISPE~;-;AnY 

stands near the centre of the city and in the need­

iest lot'ality. During the year 1875 this institution 

ministered to over 2,000 sick poor. About a mile from 

the dty iR the 

INDUSTRIAL SCHOOL FOR BOYS, 

an institution which has an admirable record; 

numbers of the wildest and worst boys in the town 

have here been transformed into useful, respectable 

and hardworking men. Halifax has a 

CITIZENS' ~'REE I,IBRARy, 

open daily, and abo several subscri'ption libraries 

and reading rooms. 

The finest public buildings in the city are the New 

Provincial building, with its public offices and ad-
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mirable museum of antiquities, geology, &c., the Old 
Prol'incial building with its halls for the two houses 

of legislature, and its noble library and portrait gallery, 
the GOl'ernment House, the residence of the Lieutenant 

GOl'ernor; and the Court House, where the Supreme 
Court sits, with the jail in its l'icinity. The City 

Market and the Police Court are ugly buildings near the 

centre of the city. The City Prison, a granite struc­

ture, occupies a l'ery fine and prominent position about 
a mile to the north of the city, while about the same 

distance to the south stands the Provincial Peniten­
tiary in a cozy, secluded nook. 

There are sel'eral busin("ss houses and banking 

institutions, on the pI"incipal thoroughfares, of magni­
ficent architectural proportions, and some pril'ate 

residences constructed in a most chaste and handsome 

manner. Bnt the real charm of Halifax consists in its 

WALKS AND DRIYES, 

its parks and commons. Proceeding up the harbour 

we see the dockyard, to which reference has already 
been made, with the gallant ships of war slum­

bering peacefully, as if no thunder slept in their 

sides. The "North End" is heautiful in summer, 
with its trel'S and gardens, and elegant pril'ate man­

sions. 'Vestward of the town an· green fields, cot­

tages, trees trim and leafy, trees small and scrubby, 

and waste land, till you reach Dutch Village. We 
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come south-eastwardly to the head of the North-West 
arm, where the scene is peaceful and very delightful. 

Wealth, taste, fashion, are seeking retreats along the 

"Arm," and rapidly transforming waste places into 

charming gardens and fertile fields. The houses are, 

for the most part, painted white, and they nestle amid 

groves of dark green. Following down the course of 

the" Arm" we come to the" Park," with its miles of 
roads and paths winding through the native forest and 

by the surrounding shore, and among forts with their 

stupendous walls of earth and granite. West of the 

Citadel extends the Common-the Cali/Jill,' .lId."iills of 

Halifax - the scene of many a brilliant military 

pageant. South of the Common comes the extensive 

and beautiful public gardens; and west of these again 

is Camphill Cemetery, the city of the dead ,-fiat, 

shelterless, and unattractive,- -the very antithc",'s of 

Greenwood or Mount Auburn. Across the Harbour 

eastwardly, more than a mile away, rises Dartmouth, 

its houses white and pretty, and many of them em­

bosomed in trees or surrounded with green fields. 

Nothing can be lovelier than a summer morning on 

Halifax harbour-the water still as glass, "hips great 

and small, sleeping without fear of storm--sea-gulls 

p,oising themselves easily in the buoyant air and play­
ing with their own shadows, the I'ising sun attended 

by rich masses of white and golden and purple clouds, 

and the water redoubling every tint, color and form. 
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In July and August at noon-day and often earlier, 
comes the sea breeze, gentle, cool and bracing, a friend 
to health and comfort, rolling the waters of the 
harbour iuto laughing wavelets, that break with soft 
plash ou the thirsty sauds. Children, invalids,-young 
men and maidens,-all who love the pure fresh air are 
apt to wander towards Mount Pleasant and among the 
shady paths and nooks around it, where nothing seems 
wanting to complete the condit.ion of a happy life in 
summer. In the evening the sea breeze folds its 
wings and seeks repose. The snowy sails of pleasure­
boats are furled and the oarsoare plied on the glassy 
bosom of the harbour. 'l'he moon and stars add new 
glory to the scene. Sometimes, however, fog comes 

in, and with chill touch blots out all the beauty of the 
landscape. It seems wet and heavy, driven by the 
east wind. . Bq,t wait a few ho~rs till the sun is high, 
or at worst till the wind has changed to the west or 
north, and then you will see a pictUFe never to be for­
gotten, as the fog gathers up its trailing 8kirts and 
reveals the islands, the gleaming headlands, t.he snowy 
sails of many ships, and the wide limitless sea. Some­
times the fog creeps in at rrlght and hastensa~aywith 
the morning sun; sometimes it forms a great wall out 
seawards. 

But, perhaps, one of the grandest and most pictUr­
esque scenes to b~ witnessed at Halifax is a storm 
from the south-east. Those who live far inland can 
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have no idea of the might that i~ in the sea, driven 

into fmy by fierce winds. A small part of the Penin­

sula below the port is exposed to the full force of the 

ocean in a " south-easter." The big waves then come 
in, tumbling, rolling, dashing madly against the beach 

with a noise like thunder. Thc spray rises high up 
into the air and is driven inland. Niagara itself is 

not more terribly grand than this spot, when the tide 
is high and a full gale blowing. Huge fragments 

of rock are hurled about, churned and crashed against 

each other as if they wcre pebbles. The roar of the 

elemental strife is so loud that thunder or the dis­

charge of a battery of artillery would scarcely be 

heard. 

The financial institutions of Halifax arc worthy of 

notice. Fe', eities have ~uch a successful banking 

record, and then' are few communities on til(' Ameri­
can continent where business has been so well and 

profitably managed. While almost cyery city in 
America has furnished samples of banks going into 

insolvency, and causing distress and widespread ruin 

among shareholders and the general public, not onc 

of the Halifax banking institutions has evcr been sub­

jected to serious suspicion. Panics and depressions 

in other countries rarely affect the banks of Halifax. 

Even in 1837, when almost every banking estal.lish­

ment in America suspended specie payment~, the 
Halifax banks responded to all demands made upon 
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them for coin. The oldest Banking Company in the 

city is the" Halifax." It was organized in 1825. It 

was then a private company, but in 1872 it obtained a 

charter from the Dominion Government, and is now a 

Joint Stock Company. It was followl'd j,y the Bank 

of Nova Scotia and the Bank of British North America. 

There are now, in all, ','Y"n chartered banks and two 

or three savings banks in the' city. 

With the broad Ol'l'an highway in front of her, and 

connected by rl'l'entl~· completed lines of !"ail road 
with thl' boundl.,ss continent ather back, Halifax enjoys 
unsurpassl,.d advantages in regard to communication 

with the wide world. 'l'hc harbour is one of the 
&afest in the world, and i, easily accessible in all sorts 

of weather. It is ever open, being in no more danger 

of obstruction by ice than the Delaware or the Chesa­
peake. It lies clos,' to the route of steamers plying 

between the HniLfl States and EnropNtn ports; and it 
is no unusual thing for ("'('an stL'allll'r, short of coal 

to call for a fresh supply. Sailing vessels leave 

Halifax for all zones and climeR. Often thl' harbour 

is white with the sails of departing cmft wooing the 

favoring breeze. The fishing trade, the West India 

trade, the lumber business, and the coal trade, are 

chiefly carried on in sailing v .. "s .. ls; but it is no 

unusual thing for six or eight ocean-going steamers to 

leave port on the ~anw rla,Y. Halifax has direct com­

munication, fortnig-htly, all the year round, with Great 
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Britain by means of the Allan line of steamers. 

During the summer the vessels of several other 

companies caB monthly or oftener, on the way to 
other American i'''l't~. It has weekly, and often 

semi-weekly comlllunication with Portland. A 

steamer plies regularly between it and New York. 
There is munthly communication, by the Cunard 

Line, with Bermuda and the West Indies. While 
navigation is open in the St. Lawrence, there is 

weekly communication, till Pictou, by means of the 
Quebec and Gulf Ports Line, with the Provinces of 
Quebec and Olltario. Steamers also ply regularly 

between Halifax and Yarmouth on the one hand, and 

Sydney, St. John, Newfoundland, and St. Pierre on 

the other. 

The Canadian mails are now landed at Halifax, 

and despatched to their destination ove1' the Inter­
colonial and Grand Trunk Railways. We have" thus 
a winter port on Canadian territory, the establish­

ment of which has so long been advocated by the 
Press and public of the Lower Provinces. The 

steamers of the Dominion Lille also land thch' 

Canadian cargoes at Halifax. 

Halifax is connected by stage coaches with St. 

Margaret's Bay, Chester, Mahone Bay, Lunenburg, La 

Hare, Bridgewater, Liv€l'pool, Shelburne and Yar­
mouth,-a distance of 200 miles. Another line of 

coaches run down the Eastern coast,-to Musguado-
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boit Harbour, Tangier, Sheet Harbour, &c. All these 

points are worthy of a visit. The tourist should not 

overlook Minas Basin, where there is some beautiful 

scenery, particularly around Grand Pre, off Cape 

Blomidon,-in fact, all along the shores of the Bay of 
Fundy. This is the scene of Longfellow's "Evan­

geline." His description is very vivid:-

"In the A cadlan Land, on the shores of the Basin of Limas, 
Dls[ant, secluded, sUll, the little village of Grand Pre 
Lay In .he fruitful valley. Vast meadows stretched to the 

eastward". 
Giving the village Its name, and pasture to flocks without 

number." 

Again:-

" Still st'tnds the forest primeval; but under the shade of 
Its branclles 

Dwells a:Other race, with other custom, andlaQ.guage, 
Only along the shores of the mournful and misty Atlantic, 
Linger a few Acadian peasants, who.,e fathers from exile 
Wa!ulererl btck to their nq,tive lanel to die In Its bosom. 
In the fisherma~'s cot. the wheel and t.he loom are 8tm bnsy, 
Maidens still wear their Norlllq,n caps and their kirtles of 

homespun, 
And In the ev mlng flne repeat Evangeline's story, 
While from its rocky caverns the deep-mouthed nelghbOling 

ocean 
Speaks, anrt in al'CE'nts disconsolate anSwers the wail of the 

forest," 

These immortalized scenes c;n be reltched by the 

Windsor and Annapolis Railway, which is being 

extendcd to Yarmout.h, 
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Halifax is the Ocean terminus of the Intercolonial 

Railway, which connects with the railway systems of 

the Upper Provinces and the United States. 
Having thoroughly explored Halifax and its sur­

roundings, we must now proceed to St. John by the 

Intel·colonial Railway. 



elL\, PTER VII. 

MO~CTON TO ST. JOHN, N.B. 

The "Expresti" from Halifax stops for a few 
minutes at Moncton, where we can obtain refresh­

ments at the magnificent dining saloon at the station· 
The signal for departure being given, We again step 

on board the train, and resnme our journey through a 

comparatively level and wooded country, with patches 

here and there cleared and under cultivation. Beyond 

Boundary Creek-a flag station, ten miles from 

Moncton-tile land is more extensively cleared, and 

beautifnl settlements are seen on every hand along 

the route, with neat and comfortable-looking farm­

houses nestling amidst the green woods. 

Salisbury is the first station we reach. It is a small 

village situated on the Petitcodiac River, with a popu­

latiort of about 350. It contains a telegraphoflice, 

several stores and saw mills. 

'ren miles further on is Petitcodiac, a thri ving town 

in the county of Westmoreland. It ix located on a 

fertile plain, well watered, with an elevated plateau 

rising behind it, wooded ali over. The houses 

present a neat appearance, and have that air of com­

fort about them which is witnessed everywhere in 
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those flourishing rural districts along the line of the 
Intercolonial. 'fhe village has two churches, two 

saw mills, a few stores, two hotels, a public hall, and 

a telegraph office. The population is estimated at 
about 500. 

For the next four: miles the road runs through a 

beautiful valley. The land is comparatively level for 

a short distauce on both sides of the track, while 

beyond a chain of high hills, covered with a thick 
forest, rises on both sides. This valley, notwithstand. 

ing that the soil is very fertile, is but sparsely settled, 

only a few small villages being seen here and there 
through it, the principal being Anagance, where 
there is a station 

Penousquis, the next stopping place, is in King's 
county. It stands on a level plain, encircled by a 

lofty mnge of hills on al-I sides, and contains a 

telegraph office, several stores, two saw mills, and 

a number of salt wells, besides manufactories of 

paper, leather, carriages, &c. The popUlation is 
about 450. 

Beyond this the country is more woody, bu~ now 

and then we pass cleared ships of land, on which 

good crops are mised. A river which flows through 

this district is cl'ossed by a handsome iron bridge, 

of English manufacture, '['he country along here 
presents a charming appeamnce, being level on 

both sides of the line, with clusters of trees with 
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their variegated foliage scattered hCl'e and there 

throughout the settlemeuts, and hills of moderate 
altitude rising on tilt, left hand side far away in the 

distance. Around Plumweseep, a small settlement 

about four miles from Penobsquie, the Mcenery is very 

attractive 

Sussex is the Ill'xt station. The village i~ very 

pretty j it has a population of between 600 and 

700. The scener~' around it is verr fine, and in. 

many l'espects Mimilar to that of Dingwall and Strath­

peli"er, in the county of Ross-shire, Scotland. There 

is an air of calm and repose about it which is really 

charming. In the immediate neighLourhood of the 

village some good salmon fishing eall Le had, and aLout 

five or six miles distant there are several lakes in 

which salmon and trout are plentiful. There are two 

good hotels in the place-the" Oli \'e Huuse " and the 

" Exchange." 

Apohoqui, a small village amidst lovely surround­

ings, is five miles to the east of ~ussex j six miles 
further on is Norton, situated in a charming locality, 

"admiraLly adapted for summer rcsidences. Bloomfield, 

a small settlement "ix miles to the east, is also noted 

for the exquisite beauty of its scenery. 

We are now travelling through the valley of the 

Kennebaccasi 8, " which lwaceflllly flows throllgh quiet 
woods and fields of golden green." 'l'his heautiful rive I' 

rises neal' the source of the Petitcodiac, and after a 

.~----------------------~~ 
L 
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south-west course of twenty miles, enters the I:lt. John 

River, through Kcnnebaccasis Bay, a magnificent sheet 
of water eighteen miles long. It was on this bay, 

that on the 23rd August, 1871, James ·Renforth, the 
champion oarsman, met his death. 

Passekeag is the next station to Bloomfield. The 

scenery between it and Rothsay is grand and pictur­

eHII1L·; the Kenncbaccasis flows close to the track, and 
on tlll, left hand side there is a .range of hills clothed 
with every variety of tree indigenous to the latitude, 

broken here and there by deep ravines and narrow 
gurges, through which small streams rush impetuously 

to the deep dark waters of the large river below. In 

the spring the ri ver overflows its banks, and this district 

is flooded. The stations on the route to Rothsay are 
Hampton, Nauwigewauk Il;nd Quispamsis, all small 
but flourishing settlements. At Rothsay there is a 
shipyard, where yessels of considerable size are built. 

The country beyond this is very interesting, being in_ 

tcrspers"d hy numerou~ small streams and beautiful 
lakes, in which salmon, trout, &c., abound. 

Riverside, Torryburn and Brookville, small flag 
stations, arc passed on the left. At these points there 

are HOIUe fine summer l'esid"nc~s owned by St. John 

merchants. In front of Riverside there is a heautiful 
lak", along the shores of which the road runs. 

One mile beyond Brookville is Coldbrook, a small 

but llretty village with some nry handsome buildings, 
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and three miles further on We reach St. Juhn, the 

commercial emporium of the Province of New Bruns­

wick. 

Between Moncton and St. John the scenery is 
·everywhere very attractive. 'fhe dish·iet is wdl 

settled, and the inhabitants appear to be in comfort­

able circumstances. 



CHAPTER YIII. 

ST. JOHN, N .B.: ITS PUBLIC INSTITUTlONS, MAGNIFICENT 

DRIVES, ETC. 

On the ani val of trains at St. John a long 
line of caniagl"s surrounds the station, and there 
is the same amount of bustle and excitement in 

connection with the I·emoval of your "traps" as 
in other cities. St. John is particularly fortunate 

in possessing accommodation for visitors, unrivalled 

in Canada, or indeed in any town ~f the same size 
on the AlIlerican continent. The Victoria Hotel, 

situated on the corner of Duke and Germain Streets, 

is a magnificent square structure of brick, with a free­
stone front, four storeys high, and is one of the prin­

cipal attractions in the city. 'l'his hotel is acknow­

ledged to be the best in every respect in the Dominion. 

It has accommodation for over 300 guests; the rooms 
are large, airy and magnificently furnished; the parlors 

and otlier public rooms are laid out in a most tasteful 

and attractive manner; the bill of fare is always va­

ried and contains all seasonable delicacies; the cook­

ing is as ncar perfection as anyone could desire; the 

scrvan ts and waiters are extremely polite and attentive, 

and the popular manager, Mr. t;weet, is ever indefat. 
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igable in his efforts to make his patrons comfortable. 

The spacious dining-room can seat 200 people. The 

building is heated by stearn throughout, and the 

rooms are also provided with grates. A stearn eleva­

tor conveys guests from one flat to the other. From 

the cupola of the hotel a magnificent view of the city, 

its surrounding scenery and the Bay of Fundy is ob­

tained. All travellers who wish to enjoy the comfort 

of a first class hotel Rhould" put up" at the" Victoria." 

It is owned by ajoint ,tock company, composed of some 

of the most enterprising dtizens of St. John, who know 
the value of an institution of this kind, and who are 

conscious of its attractiveness to induce travellers to 

visit the city The" Victoria" is the most fashionable 
. house in St. John, and its world-wide reputation is by 

no means exaggerated. The other hotels are Barnes', 

on Prince William Street, near Princess i"itrl'd; the 

"Royal," on Prince William Stred, opposite the 

Custom House; the "International," on Prince Wil­

liam Street, at the corner of Duke Street j the" Waver­

ly" on King Street, near the Square j the" Park," on 
King Square, corner of Sydney j the" Continental" on 

King Square j and the "American" on King Street, 

opposite Canterbury. 

Before describing the principal points of intereHt in 

and around the modern city, we will, in a few sen­
knce", relate its early history, which dates nearly three 

centurieti bflcl,. Iu Acadia-as the country was origin-
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ally called-a great many settlements had been estab­

lished prior to the founding of St. John. The first 

mention of it is only made in 1604, when the French 

explorer, Champlain, pilot of an expedition commanded 
by M. de Monts, after coasting along the shores of 

Nova Scotia, crossed the Bay of Fundy, and crossed the 
magnificent rh'er which he named ~t. John. At that 

time it was called Onangondy by the aborigines. No 

settlement was made until 1635, when a French 
nobleman, named Charles St. Etienne, Lord of Latour, 

commenced the erection of a pallisade fort opposite 
Mary's Island, in the harbour of t't. John. De Latour, 

having been appointed Lieutenant-General, lived there 

for a long time with a large number of retainers and 

soldiers, and traded !n furs with the Indians. Having, 
however, incurred the displeasure of the French King 
he was ordered to surrender his fort and commission; 

this he refnsed to do, and an expedition under the 
command of one D'Aulnay Charnisay was sent out in 

1643 to eject him. D'Aulnay blockaded the fort, but 

Latour having got assistance of men and ships from 

Governor Winthrop of Boston, drove his fleet back to 

Port Royal, now Annapolis, N.S., where a numbel' of 

the n·sscls were driven ashore and destroyed. In 1645, 

D'Aulnay again' attacked the fort, and Latour being 

absent with a number of his men, his wife took com­
mand and defended the fort with so much skill and 

perseverance that the fleet was compelled to withdraw .. 
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Having received reinforcements, D' Aulnay shortly 
afterwards returned, and again attacked the fort by 
land. After three days spent in several unsuccessful 

attacks, a Swiss sentry who had beeu bribed, betrayed 
the . garrison, and allowed the enemy to scale the 
walls. Madame Latour personally headed her little 
band ofnfty men, and hel·oically attacked the invaders; 
but seeing how hopeless were her prospects Ot success, 
she consenteel to'terms of peace proposed by D'Aulnay 

if she would surrender the fort. Immediately upon 
gettiag possession he disregarded all the conditions 
solemnly agreed to, banged the whole garrison, and 
compelled this brave and noble woman, with a rope 
around her neck, to witness the execution. She died 
a few days afterwards, broken-hearted. Latour re­
turned to St. John in 1650, and received from the 
widow of D'Aulnay,-who had died in the meantime 

-the pos8ession of his old fort. They were married 
in 1653, and Latour once moreJIad peaceful control 
of his former lands, as well as those of his deceased 

rival. 

In 1654 an expedition was sent out by Oliver 
Ct·omwell from England, which wrested Acadia from 
the French, and Latour was once more depri ved of his 

property and possessions. 

Acadia was in 1657 ceded to France by the Treaty 
of Breda, but no settlement of importance was made 
until the year 1'749, when a fort was built at the 
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mouth of the Nerepls River, about ten miles from the 

city of St. John. 

In 1745 the French were again driven out by the 

English, and in 1758 a garrison was established at St. 
John, under the command of Colonel Moncton. The 
first English settlers came .to New Brunswick in 1764, 

but no permanent settlement was made until 1783, 
when the Royalists arrived and founded the present 
city of St. John, which was created a town by Royal 
Charter two years afterwards. 

Its pleasant situation j its excellent harbour, open all 
the year rouud; the vast and varied resources of the 

territory al'Ound it, and its close proximity to the 

great Atlantic cities of the United States, soon at­

tracted attention, and the city has since grown 

steadily, until now it has a population of nearly 
30,000, and an extensive commerce, which is annually 
assuming larger proportions. 

St. John, the" Liverpool of America," as it has been 
appropriately called, is picturesquely situated at the 

mouth of the river of the same name. It is the first 

city in New Brunswick in population, wealth and, 

commercial importance, and is fast becoming a form­
idable competitor with niany of the principal towns on 

the Atlantic coast for the carrying trade of the world. 

The inhahitants entertain sanguine hopes of its one 

day hecoming the chief seaport of Canada. The east­

ern side, or the city proper, is built on the sloping 
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sides of a rocky peninsula, formed by the rin'r and 

harbour on the west side and Courtenay Bay on the 

east, and contains most of the public buildings and 

business houses; Carleton, on thc west side, is also 

built on a declivity, and with its streds sloping from 

the heights in rear of the town down to the water's 

edge, its pretty churches and neat dwellings, its tall 

smoke pennoned chimnies marking the sites of mills 

and factories, add beauty and interest to the city of 

which it is an outgrowth and part. The valley of the 

St. John River forms the northern boundary of the 

city, and beyond this valley, running due east and 

west, and overlooking st. John, Portland Heights are 

to be seen, dotted here and there on thl' right with the 
castellated residences of the wealthy class,-s; to the 

left of the city stands Portland, another suburb, but 

not yet incorporated therein. The position of the 

HARBOUR OF ST. JOHN, 

at the mouth of a river, which, together with its tribu­

taries, has an almost uninterrupte<l navigable length 

for steamers of over 800 miles, and a further navi­

gable length for b.oats and canoes of about 1,000 miles, 
and its entire fre~dom from ohstruction from ice, gives 

it great advantage over all the northern ports of the 
continent, and more than cumpensates for its draw­

backs. Its entrance, about two miles sOHth of the 

dty, is protected by Partridge Island, on which are a 
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quarantine ho~vital; a l'attel)', the guns of which 

arc of the Queen Anne or some other ancient and 

useless pattern: a lighthouse, one or the finn;t in 

America, with the lantel'1l166 fed al,ove the level of the 

sea, and a steam whistle, which is ~ounded at intervals 

·of t"n minutes during the prevalence of fogs, and which 

can be heard at a distance of from iour to eight mil'·H. 

The passage west of the island has in it ten feet of 

water, that to th!" ('ast sixteen I<Tt, and abreast of the 

city there arc from dghtto twenty-two fathoms; both 

sides of the entrant·" are composed of sharp rocks which 

become dry at low water. About three quartcrs of a 

mile north of the lighthouse i, a vntical beacon 

fixed on the edgl' of a roeky ledge, which forms the 

weot side of the channel, and ha,.; deep water dose to 

it. On the east ,.;ide of the channel, below the town, 

a break-water has been l"lIll,tructed to intercept the 

violence of the wan's occasiolled by southerly gales. 

The entrance of the HiveI' :St. John into the harbour, 

about one and-a-half miles above the city, is through 

a rocky gorge, !lind), yards wide and 400 yal'ds long, 

occasioning vcry remarkable flatH. The ordinary 

l'ise of the tide in the haruour is twenty_one feet; at 

the Vernal Equinox it ri~es twenty-five fcct. At low 

tide the waterR of the river a;'e about twdve fed 

higher than those of the harlJour; at high tide the 

waters of the harb,.ur are five feet higher than those 

of the l'iYl'\", and hence the phenomenon of a falling 
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outwards and inwards at every tide. Above the falls 

the tide seldom rises more than four feet. When the 
waters of the river and hal'bour are on a level, vessels 
can pass the falls, but this can only be effected during 

a period of fifteen or twenty minutes at each ebb and 
flow of the tide. At times of great freshets, occa­

sioned by the sudden melting of the snow, the tides do 
not rise to the level of the river, and consequently it 
is not possible for vessels to ascend the falls. The 

depth of the fall is about seventeen feet. A magnifi­
cent suspension bridge, 640 feet in length, spans the 
l'ocky gorg~, about lOO feet above low water, At this 
stage it may be as well to give a description of the 

ST, JOHN RIVE,R, 

which forms so prominent a part of the harbour. Its 

Indian name is Looshtook, signifying the "Long 

River," It is the principal river in the Province of 
New Brunswick, and rises, under the name of the 

South-west Branch, at the Metgermette Portage in the 
Highlands, which separate the State of Maine fl'o~ 
Canada,lIlear the source of the Connecticut. It flOW8 

due north-east to the junction of the' St. Francis, in 

latitude 470 10' N" longitude 68 0 54' W" a distance 
of about 150 miles, which course about. 100 miles, 
commencing at the influx of the North-west Branch, 
is known as the Wallastook River. Below thc 

entrance to the St. Francis the Rt. John flows in an 
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irregular E. S. E. course to the Grand Falls, in lati­

tude 4'70 0' N., longitude 6'i" 45' W., where the river 

has a perpendicular descent of seventy or eighty feet, 

~ounding in picturesque scenery; thence its direc­

tion is nearly south to about latitude 460 N., where 
it bends suddenly east, and flows in this general 
direction for about 100 miles to the entrance of the 
outlet to Grand Lake, below which the river flows in 
a broad channel due S. S, W. Its entire length is 
estimated at 450 miles. To the Grand Falls, 225 
mile& from the sea, its course is l\'holly within the 
Province of New Brunswick.. From a point about 
three miles above the Falls, where the eastern boundary 
of Maine intersects"the St. Johu, to the entrance of 

the St. Francis, a distance of seventy-five miles, the 
boundary between Maine and New Brunswick is found 
in the middle channel or deepest part of the river. 
From the mouth of the St. Francis to about latitude 

460 25' N" longitude '700 4' W., a distance of 112 miles, 
the river has its course wholly in Maine; but, from 
the last mentioned point to the monument at the 

source of the river on the Metgermette Pottage, a 
distance of about thirty-eight milea, the right bank 
only is in the Province of Quebec.\ The principal 

tributaries o,the St. John are the Oromocto, Aroostook 
and Alagash from the west, and the Kennebaccasis, 
Washademoak, Salmon, Nashwaak, Tobique, Ma­
dawaska and St. Francis fwm the east. Vessels 
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of 120 tons ascend- the St.. John to Fredericton, 

,...eighty miles from the Bay of Fundy. Small 
steamers ply to Woodstock, seventy-five miles fur­
ther up, and occasionally make trips to the Grand 

Falls. Above the Grand Falls the river has been 
navigated by a steamer forty miles to the mouth of the 
Madawaska, and from this point boats and canoes 
ascend almost to its SGurces. It is estimated that the 

St. John and its trihutaries afford 1,300 miles of navi. 

gable waters. The area drained is computed at 

17,000,000 acres, or which 9,000,000 are in New Bruns­

wick, 2,000,000 in Quebec, and 6,000,000 in Maine. A 
great portion of this is occupied .by .dense forests of 
pine, hacmetac, and other timber, of which vast 

quantities are annually rafted down the river. The 
valley of the St. John is rymarkable for its fertility and 

picturesque beauty. Returning to the harbour, 

PARTRIDGE ISLAND, 

as has been already stated, stands as its guide and 

guard a~ its entrance. It is circular in shape, rising 
with precipitous rocky banks, to a height of about 

seventy 01' eighty feet above low water, and contains 

about 100 acres of land. To the left of the island, 
and about a mile distant, 

NEGROTOWN POINT, 

a high bluff, overlooking and commanding the west-' 

ern entrance to the harbour, looms up. Some years 
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ago we were informed that a battery was erected on 
this point, but the guns, if ever placed in position, 
have beem removed, and the" fortification" is l'apidly 

becoming delapidated. Between P~rtridge Island 
&lld thtl city, at the lower extremity of a reef of rookll, 
i\;; a beacon light, to which .allusion has already been 
made. It is of great service to vessels entering the 

harbour during stormy weather. The 

WHARF ACCOMMODATION' 

has been greatly improved and enlarged within the 
past few years, but there is still plenty of room for 
further improvements and extension. The substitution 

of stone-which is liO plentiful in the neighbourhood 
-for timber, in the construction 'of the wharves, 

would greatly improve the appearance. 

'lOPOGRAPHY. 

Thl' city is artistically and architecturallJ a success. 
The turtle-shell contour of its site adds much to its 

picturesqueness, and when approaehed from the sea 
it has a very imposing appearance. 'fhe whole of the 

elevated portion of the city consists of solid rock, 
which, for the purpose of forming tolerable streetR, 

has had, in many places, to be excavated to a depth 
IIf thirty and forty feet. Within the past few years 
the sidewalks have been greatly improved, and the 
system of drainage has been brought as near perfec­

tion as it is possible to attain, the elevated character 
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of the city rendering this possible, although at great 
expense, nearly all the excavations having had to 
be made through rock. The streets to the south of 
Union Street crOSB each other at right angles, but 
those to the north of that street are irregularly laid 
out, owing to the uneven character of that portion of 
the city. The buildings are chiefly of brick and 
stone, and many of the public edifices have an elegant 
appearance. The principal business thoroughfares 
are King, Prince William, Water, Dock and Charlotte 
Streets; but the trade of the city is increasing so 
rapidly that many streets which, but a few years ago, 
were occupied exclusively by pl·ivate residences, are 

being fast converted into" busy marts of trade." 

KING STREET. 

This is the Broadway of St. John. It extends from 
the St. Jo~n River, on the west, to Courtenay Bay, 
on the east side of the city. At its foot is the 

MARKET SLIP. 

This is the principal rendezvous of the ve~sels loaded 

with produce, fish, and cordwood, intended for sale in 

the city, and at times presents a very busy and excited 

scene. The wharves on either side of the slip, call~t 
respectively North and South wharves, are the scenes 
of lively competition between the verdant "blue 
noses" and their oily, but not more cunning city 
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brethren. A large amount of the heavy l)ll~incss of 

St. John is transacted in the region of those wharves, 
and the aroma peculiar to them. although by no 
means agreeable to strangers, seem to have a he!tlthy 

effect upon the people doing business there. At the 
head of the sli p is 

MARKET SQUARE, 

a rendezvous for all the unemployed truck and hand­
cart men, wood sawyers, coal heavers, and "odd job 
men" of the city. At the lower end of the square is 
the spot remarkable in the history of the City, and 

endeared to such of its inhabitants as feel an interest 

in old associations, where the loyalist founders of St. 

John landed on the 18th of May, 1783. Water'and 
,Prince William streets enter the square on the right-'­
the latter forming its eastern bound!try-and Dock on 
the left or north side. The handsome stores front­

ing on the northern and eastern sides of the Square 
are occupied by some of the most subst!tntial firms 
carrying on business in the city. The Western 
Union Telegraph Company's Office stands 011 the 
northern corner of King st.reet. The building of 
the Maritime Bank adjoins the Telegraph Office j it 

is four storeys 'high, with ,a grey freestone front, 
granite basement, and mansard roof. The Bank 

of Montreal has its offices in this building, also the 

Bank of Nova Scotia and the Board of Trade. The 

M 
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Police Office is also in this neighbourhood, and dUl"­
ing the Se~sion of the Court should be visited by 
every stranger who desires to obtain a proper concep­

tion of ~he morals of the city. A little higher up 

Prince William street, on the opposite side, is a fine 
four-storey granite building, occupied by the Bank of 

British North America. 

KING'S SQUARE. 

Proceeding up King street we catch sight of. a 
grim sentry-like structure frowning down upon us 
from the height above. Having climbed a rather stiff 

incline, we stand before the Bell 'rower, which was 
erected, we understand; as a triumphal arch in honour 

of Prince Arthur's visit to St. John in 1869. This 

arch, which can hardry he said to be an ornament, 

serves as an entrance to the Squal'e and a support 
for a fire alarm bell. l"itssing through it we enter 

the Square, a beautiful plot of land containing about 
three acres, and covered with large shade trees, the 

most of which were planted in 1860, at the time the 

Prince of Wales visited the city. In the centre of the 

Square, towards which all the walks converge, and 

surrounded by an iron railing, is a very pretty fount­

ain, which, however, by a little care and attention 

might be made much more attractive. This Square 
is not apparently so well kept as it might be. On 

the eastern and northern side, especially the latter, 
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there are Rome very fine·· buildings, stores, hotels, 
&c.; on the eastern side is the Court House, an old­
fashioned unpretending stone building, which con­
tains, besides the various jury rooms, judges and 

. barristers' rooms, the Supreme and County Court 
room, the Ci ty Court room, and the Common 

Councii chamber. In rear of the Court House and 
fronting on King street, are the Dead House, the 
Record Offices aud the County Jail. On the same side 
of the square as the Court House, but on the opposite 

. Side of King Street, is the 

'OLD BURYING GROUND, 

a most delightful retreat from the dust and strife of 
the busy streets and a constant reminder of the vanity 

of all earthly things. Surrounded by sweet smelling 
flowers and underneath the sheltering trees, the visitor 

can pass many hours of quiet enjoyment here, either 
in wandering about deciphering the quaint epitaphs 
on the moss-covered tombstones, or reclining on one 
of the benches about the paths. This enclosure is 
kept in v~ry good ·)rder by the superintendent, and 
contains much of interest ~or the antiquarian, and of 
beanty for those who live in the present. Having 
purchased a small bouquet to carry with us as a me­

mento of our visit, we pass out by the gate on the Car­
marthen side and l·eturn to King street, on the corner 
of which, and standing sentry over the graves of some 
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of the earlier settlers, sta.nds St. John Church (Pl"l'sby­

terian) a small wooden structure, thoroughly in keep­

ing with its snrroundings. Strolling up King street, 

crossing Wentworth, Pitt and Crown "tn'ds, we notice 
evidences of the labour involved in making the streets 
passable in the precipitous rocky walls towering in 

some places thirty or forty fed above the sidewalks. 

A few minutes' walk will bring us to the eastern end 
of King street, whl're a magnificent view opens up 

before us. Stretching out some two hundred feet 

below the bluff upon which we stand are the watcrs of 

COURTENAY BAY, 

nnruffktl save by a gentle swell, which, as it plashes 

against the rocks below, conveys to our ears the 

murmur of some ]ollg-fllrgnttl'1l song. Ktr4·tching 

away to the northward and eastward from the head of 

the bay is the marsh, with Portland Heights, verdure­

clad and sumbre, in the background. Turning towards 

the head of the bay, we o1.'sl"I"yl" numerous vessds in 

different stages of completion in thl' dockyards, while 

around the base of the hill on which we stand, and 
glistening away up the marsh, are to be "Ci"n the rails 

of the Intercolonial Railway, the connecting link 

he'tween the Maritime and Interior provinces of the 

Dominion. On tIl(' opposite side of the bay, the 

sloping banks dotted with neat farmhouses and other 

buildings, and th" fields of waYing grain, have a beauty 
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and charm all their own. Two buildings opposite us 

attract considerable attention by their size; these are 

used as the compulsory residence of some of our 

fellow-cre:tures. At different times proposals have 

be,'n submitted to construct a bridge across the bay, 

but hitherto no action has been taken in the matter. 

It is said that the difficulties to be'contended with are 

not very great, and might easily he overcome, the 

sandy bottom of the bay being free from water when 

the tide is out, except for a short distance in the 

centre, through which the marsh stream finds its way. 
Should the bay l,e ever croKsed l,y a bridge, a second 

Carleton or Portland would instantly "pring up on 

the opposite side. 
'Continuing our tour of observation, we leave this 

beautiful spot with the picture"llw prospect stretching 

out before us, and retrace our steps to Pitt Strect, 

turning down which, after crossing Leinster, Princess, 

Orange, Duke, Mecklenburg and Queen streets, we 

arrive at St. James Street, near the corner of which is 

WIGGINS' PROTESTANT ORPHAN ASYLUM, 

a beautiful red and grey frocKton" and granite struc­

ture, three storeys high, built in the Gothic style of 

architecture, and in beauty of design and execution 

surpassed by few public buildiugs in the Province. It 

is a lastiY{g monument to the generosity and kindly 

spirit of its founder, the late Stephen Wiggins, Esq., 
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a former resident of St. John; but those entrusted 
with its erection and the disposal of the fund set apart 
fOr the purpose, 'leem to have had in view more the 
establishment of an edifice with a beautifui exterior 
rather than the providing of accommodation for the 
Protestant orphans of the city, which its generous 
founder contemplated. The building, although it 
cost upwards of $100,000, has accommodation for but 
thirty or thirty-five inmates, besides the necessary 

officers. The 

MARINB HOSPITAL 

stands nearly opposite the Asylum. It is a wooden 

edifice, with nothing particularly stl·iking in its ap­
pearance, but the surroundings are tastefully laid out, 
and the" sick toilers of the sea" are treated with every 
kindness by the managers. A short distance to the 
west of this, on the corner of St. James and Car­
marthen Streets, are the 

GAS WORKS, 

from which radiate, in all directions throughout 
the city, about forty-five miles of pipe. The Com­
pany owning the works was organized in 1845, 
and the erection of the buildings, &c., was pushed 
forward so vigorously that in September of the same 
year they were enabled tp supply some portions of the 
city with gas. Immediately. to thc north of Car-
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marthen, and running to the left from it, is St. 

Andrews or Harding Street. A short walk along this 
street brings us to 

QUEEN'S SQUARE, 

which, like its royal consort, King's Square, is situ­

ated between Charlotte and Sydney Streets. This 
. beautiful piece of land, which migM be made, at little 
expense, an ornament to the city, is sadly neglected, 
and bears the marks· of vandal hands and f~et. In 

the centre of the square is a band-stand, erected for 

the USe of the regimental bands in those days when 
St. John was a garrisoned town. Here the elitp. of the 

city were wont to gather, to listen to the spirited 
music of the bands, and chat with the red-coated 
gentry. The square is encircled by some Vt"ry fine 

residences. 

Proceeding on our way up Queen Street, we soon 
arrive at 

GERMAlli STREET. 

At its corner we observe a neat brick church 
belonging to the Baptists, bearing many fiery scars 

on its sides and front. On the corner of Duke 
and Germain Streets stands the Victoria Hotel, the 

finest house in the Dominion, and near it, front­

ing on Duke Street, is the Victoria School, the newest 
of St. John's many educational institutions. It is a 
four-storey building of brick, 'with a freestone front and 
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granite pillars, and can accommodate 850 children, 

The building i~ fitted up with every appliance neces­

sary for the comfort of the pIJpils, and calculated to 

assist them in the prosecution of their studies, The 

children are classified according to their advancement; 

the youngest being on the first floor, and gradually 
ascending according to their progress, to the fourth 

flat, which i, occupied by the most advanced, A visit 

to the institution should be made while in this vicinity. 

The PI'incipal, Mr.-John Harpel', is always ready to 
show strangers through the building, explain to tht'm 

the manner in which things are managed in connec­
tion with it, and alsu give th~m an opportunity of 

witnessing the progress of the children entrusted to 
his care, 'rhe writer was particularly struck by the 

intellectual abilities of the pupils attending the 

institution; the perfect order which was observed in 

every department, and the excellent arrangement~ for 

emptying the building in case offire or othel' accident. 

It may not be uut of place to state here the case of a 

young girl named Ida Rutherford-under ten years of 

age-who was a pupil in the Victoria School on the 

occasion of the writer's visit, and who displayed for 

her age most remarkable efficiency in the differ_ 

ent subjects she studied, She read Latin as easily as 

Engl ish, and not only that, but thoroughly understood 

what she read, and gave beautiful translations of 

several difficult passages, In the English branches, 
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arithmdic and even in mathl"Illati .. s, ,he exhibited 

wonderful proficiency. Elocution, llOw("\'('r, was her 

j01'te; she redlt'r! a few n'n'es of "Edinburgh after 

Flodden" with a dramatie forc(" "'HIl,'shless and in­

tensity offeeling which could hardly l'l' surpassed by 

a "professional." SI,c is certainly a "prodigy" in her 

way, and; if Hparcd, will doubtless make her mark in 

the world. But to return ttl St. Germain Street, the 

lot adjoining til" Victoria Hotel i;; occupie',l I,)' st. 
Andrew's Chureh (Presh)'tc'rian), and although a pretty 

good sized building, appt'~trs rather small and insig­

nificant beside the "Victoria." Tile pulpit of this 

Church was for many ),":tr, occupied by Dr. Burns, and 

that venerable divint', when 011 his death I'ed at Edin­

burgh he was tnlt! l,y a friend from !-it. John of the 

improvements which had heen made on Germain 

Street sincl' his departure, exclaimed, "Dear me, St.. 

Andrew's Church, which once towered far ahove all 

t.he other buildings on that street, now itsdf over­

shadowed I,)' a mammoth tavern!" On tilt' northern 

side of Horscfi<'ld Stred is thl' oldest MetlltJdiKt Church 

in the city. It was built in 1805, and bears on its 

out.side til<" character of 1')"'-,C:""l<" days. nlthough 
many alterat.ions haye IIl'en made upon it Rinee then. 

The Aea(klll? of Music stand, ll!·arly "1'1'",it.,; it is 

one of the finest building of t.hl' kind in tIlt' Dominion, 

having a seating capacity of two thouRann. It i, en­

tirely of brick, cost $60,000, ann waR oJlened to the 
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public in the summer of 1872. Proceeding up Germain, 

the firMt street We rcach i~ Princess, after crossing 
which the first olJject whit'h a( trads attention is 

1'IHNITY CHL'RClJ, 

a very imposillg wooden stlTcture, built in 1790, and 

belonging t? the Episcopal denomination. The Royal 
. Arms which hang on the walls of this church have a 

very interesting hi,jltory. In September, 1776, ,. Trinity 

Church," N, w York, with nearly one-third of the city, 

was burned to the ground .• Everything in the church, 
except the Royal Arms, Was destroyed; thesc were 
saved and brought to St. John by the Loyalists in 

1783, and-placed in a small house' on Germain Street, 

between Qucen and Duke Strcets, which was uSt'd by 

them as a place of worship previous to the erection of 

Trinity Church. On the opening of thc latter, the 

Arms were removed and hung on one of its walls, 
where they will yery likely remain as long as the 

church is i"n existence. In rear of the church, and 

fronting on Charlotte Street, is a large school-house, 
built somewhat in a similar style. Continuing along 

Germain, we arrive at King Street once more, and 

crossing it and proceeding up the hill, we reach the 

Country Marlut, one of the finest buildings of the 

kind in the Dominion. It WitS opened this summer, 

aud is certainly an honour to St. John. The next strt'et 

we arrive at is Union, which unites the regularly and 
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irregularly laid out portions of the city, and probably 

from this derives its name. The portion of Germain 

Street lying to the nOl"th of Union is known by the 

name of Wellington Ktreet, but what its illustrious 
namesake ever had to do with it would be difficult to 

tell. At the upper end of it, however, there are seve­
ral buildings worthy of being visited. First, on ac­

count of its aged appearance, comeR 1-it. John, or 

"Stone Church," as it is familiar\,y called, with its 

Sabbath school-house, also of stone, adjoining. The 

building is a plain, unpretending-looking one, and 
belongs to the Church of England. It was erected in 

1824, but is not the worse of it& handling by old 

Father Time The Mechanics' Institute l't'Jlnes next 

in order. It is a large wooden structure, erected in 

1840 at a cost of $26,100. 'l'he large hall has a seating 

capacity of about 1,500, and, prior to the opening of 

the Academy of Mmic, was a favourite place of amuse­

ment, all the public meetings, exhibitions, concerts, 
&c., being conducted in it. In addition to the hall, 

the Institute contains a library with ahout 7,000 

volumes j a reading-room supplied with all the leading 
home and foreign periodicals, and a museum with 

many objects of interest. Calvin Church, belonging, 

as its name indicates, to thc Presbyterian denomina­

tion, stands on the opposite side of the ,tn'd. It was 

built and is supported entirely by voluntary contri­

Imtions. The SI'at, arc free. ltl·tmning to Union 
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Street and crossing the terminus of Dorchester Street, 

we arrive at Charlotte Street, near the cornel' of which, 

toward King's Square, is t.he hall of tbe 

YOUNG MEN'S CHRISTIAN ASSOCIATION, 

a fine three-storey brick building witb a granite fl·ont. 

It was erected in 1s72 at a costof$3S,OOO. The lower 
flat is fitted up as stores; tbe second flat contains tbe 

parlour, reading and class rooms, all of which are com­
fortably fumisbed ; and the upper flat is taken up by 

the ball, which runs the full length of the building, 
eighty by fifty feet, and bas a seating capacity of SOO. 
The basement is occupied by the gymnasium, bath 

rooms and heating apparatus. The library, reading 
I'oom and parlour are open daily, Sundays excepted, 

from 9 a.m. to 10 p.m. Retuming along Charlotte 

Street to King Street, the second street we cume to is 

Canterbury, on which is the old Post Office and 

Richie's Building, where a large number of the St. 

John lawyers have their offices. Many of the Masonic 

lodges also meet in this block. The civic offices are 

situatecl on the south-eastem corner of Princess and 

Prince William StrectR; and, on the opposite comer, 

extending back to Water Street, along Princess, is the 

NEW POST OFFICE, 

undoubtedly one of the finest structures of the kind 

in the Maritime Provinces. It is ninety feet long by 
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fifty wide, and is three storeys above Prince William 

Street and four above Water Street. It is entirely 

built of grey sandstone, except the columns in front, 
which are of polished red granite, the whole being 

obtained from the New Brunswick quarries. It is 
surmounted by a clock tower, which rises to an alti­

tude of 100 feet above Prince William, and 130 feet 
above Water Street. This. building, which is an 

ol'llament to the city, cost about $130,fJOO. Adjoining 

the Post Office, un Prince William Street, is the 

building of the Bank of New Brunswick, and further 

duwll the street is the 

CUSTOM HOUSE, 

a large three-storey granite structure, 250 feet long 

by ninety-two in width. It was built in 1842 at a cost 

of $120,000, and contains the offices of the Customs, 

Inland Revenue, and Marine and Fisheries Depart­

ments, and several other offices. There is a repeating 
signal station on the roof; the different signals given 

on Partridge Island of "Vessels in sight," "Pilot 
wanted," &c., are repeated here. There is also a storm 

signal station. D"spatches regarding the weather are 
received here from points down the Bay of Fundy and 

from Washington, and if a storm is approaching a 

signal is hoisted on the flagstaff to warn those inter­

ested. A very fine view of the harbour and sur­
rounding country is obtained from the roof of the 
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Custom House. As we stroll along, the next point of 
interest we reach is. 

REED'S POINT, 

where arll the wharves of the International Steam­
ship Company, which run steamers between St. 
John and Boston, calling at Eastport j the Union 
Line, running to Digby and Annapolis j the Empress 
Line, running to St. George, St. Andrews and St. 

Stephen, N.B., and to Windsor, N.S. The Boston, 
Yarmouth and St. John Line, and the Anchor Line of 
Transatlantic steamers have also their wharves here. 
The wharf furthest down the harbour is Ballast Wharf 

or Breakwater. This is .to be the deep-water ter­
minus of the Intercolonial Hailway, as soon as the 
extension around Courtenay Bay from the Marsh 
Bridge is completed. 

A trip through the 

VALLEY 

which is situated between the city and Portland will 

amply repay the visitor for his trouble. Starting from 

King's Square we go up Charlotte Street, crossing 
Union, along Cobourg-a continuation of Charlotte to 

Gal'den, sometimes called Jeffries Hill-down which 

we turn, crossing Hazen Street on our way, and at 
the foot of the hill is a bridge spanning the railway, 

to the left of which is the depot-a long wooden 
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structure with a tower at one end. On our way we 

pass /::it. Stephen's Church, the New Brunswick Cotton 

JI1ills, /::it. Paul's CllUrch and Zion Church. At the last 
mentioned we turn to the right, and, as We climb up 
the winding road wc catch enchanting glimpses of hill 

and valley, resplendent in their coat of green, of houses 
half-hidden in foliage) and rocks moss-covered and 
grey. Half way up the hill WL" halt to breathe the 
fresh, pure atmosphere which IIllrrounds us, and take 

a look at the beautiful panorama which stretches out 

before us, full of life and animation. The Marsh and 
a portion of Courtenay Bay, with the open country 

beyond, is seen on the left; parts of the harbour and 

Carll-toil Heights arc visible on the right, while 

directly opposite stands the city, with many promi­

nent objects in viGw. First comes the General Hos­
pital-a thrce-stol'ey brick structure with freestone 

facings and granite basement, occupying a command­

ing position on a ridge of elevated ground between 

Waterloo Street and the City Road. Visiting permits 

can be obtained from the resident physician of the 

institutioa. '1'he building was erected by the Corpo­

ration at a cost of $54,000. It has accommodation for 

eighty patients, but it is contemplated to add another 

wing when the requirements of ,the city render it 

nece8sary, and then'its capacity wOlild be dOUbled. 

To the right of the Hospital the cross-surmounted 

spire of the Roman Catholic Cathedral glitters in the 
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sunlight. This building is 200 feet long by llO feet 

in its extreme width, and cost $100,000. A nunnery 

stands to the left of the church, and on the left is the 

Bishop's Palace-a handsome st<?ne structure j ad­

joining it is the Roman Catholic Orphan Asylum, 
under the management of the ladies belonging to the 

nunnery. It is a neat brick building, with that air of 
cleanliness and comfort about it which is so charac­

teristic of all the charitable institutions connected 

with the Roman Catholic Church. From seventy to 

eighty children are in the allylum continually. 

Mount Pleasant Avenue, through which we are now 

travelling, is lined with magnificent residences and 
beautiful gardens j each turn in the road discloses 

something seemingly more attractive than anything 

we have passed. Sometimes it is a cluster of trees, 
sharply defined against the blue background j and 
anon a ruined archway, with a glimpse of woodland 
pathway beyond. A few minutes' walk will bring us 
to Lily Lake-a small but beautiful sheet of water 
nestling beneath high overhanging walls of fOl'est-clad 

rock. The" first skate of the season" is usually had 
on the lake, and early in the winter it presents a 
lively scene. It is proposed to build a park around 

the shores of Lily Lake-a proposition whic)1, if 
carried out, would materially add to the beauty of 
the place, and enhance the pleasure to be derived 

from a visit to this already charming resort. 

N 
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Returning to the city by Wright and Stanley Streets 

and City Road, we pass the Skating Rink, situated on 

City Road, almost in rear of the Hospital. It is a 

wooden building, circular in shape and 160 feet in 

diameter. It was built in 1865, at a cost of $13,666, 

and is one of the finest rinks on the Continent. The 
managers are very courteous and obliging to strangers, 

and passes, "good for a week," which will entitle the 
holders to the privilege of skating, cah be obtained by 

applying to any of the Directors or to the Secretary 
of the Company. 

• Having now introduced the reader to the principal 
buildings, &c., which can be reached by a slight exer­

cise of pedestrian powers, if he wishes to continue his 
tour of observation the best plan will be to give up 

walking and hire a carriage. The hackney coach 

fares for conveying one p~ssenger from anyone point 

to anuther within the limits is 30 cents; for every 
additional passenger 10c. extra is charged. Hiring 

coaches by the hour 50c. will be charged for less than 

half an hour, and for every additional hour after the 
first, 50c. If required to cross the ferry to Carleton, 

the fcrriage, both going and returning, for passengers, 
carriage and horses, must be paid. The rates of 

ferriagc for double carriages, for conveying passengers, 

including horse and driver, is 15c.; single carriage, 

9c.; each passenger on foot or in carriage, 3c. j 
passengers by railway free. 
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DmVES. 

L('aving the city and following the line of thl" 

street railway up and along Dock Rtred, we s on 

arrive at Portland. The connection lx·tween it and 

the city is so very close that 1t is difficult to tell where 

the one begins and the other ends. The streets are 

somewhat irregular. The principal one is Main 
Street, which is always a scene of considerable bustle 

and activity. There arc some very fiue stores on this 
street j indeed, several of them compare very favorably 
with those of St John. The most intl·\"t·,ting build­

ings in the place are the Police i-itation and St. Lukl"H 

Church. 
A drive of about a mile down Bridge Road, during 

which we catch glimpses of some beautiful hits of 

scenery, brings us to the 

SUSPENSION BRIDGE, 

which spans the rocky gorge, 640 feet in width, 

through which the St. John River finds ib way to the 
ocean. The hridge is a "wire suspension," hung on 

ten cables, five on ('aeh sid", l"ach cable heing com­
posed of 300 strauos of No. 10 Wire, or 3,000 strands 

in all, having an absolute tensile stn'ngth of 1, l25 

tons. The combined length of the strands is al.out 

570 miles. The cables are support .. d by four towers 
of solid masonry,53 feet high, 15 f(·ct square at the 

base, tapering otl" to seven feet at the top. This 



1---------------1'-
164 GUIDE BOOK TO THE INTERCOLONIAL RAILWAY. 

bridge was built in 1852, and cost $80,000, Its 
height above low water is 100 feet, and above high 

water, seventy-two feet. 

THE FALLS 

at the mouth of the St. John River are not" Falls" in 

the ordinary interpretation of the term j they result 
from the narrow and shallow outlet through which 

the tide, which rises with great rapidity, and to an 

altitude of twenty-eight f .. et, has to pass. The outlet 
is not sufficiently broad or deep to admit the tidal 
waters with their !"ise, hence a fall in wards is pro­

duced during the flow j at the ebb the tide recedes 
faster than the outlet of the river can admit of the 

escape of the waters within the inner basin, and hence 

a fall outwards. The best time to view the "Falls" 

is at low 01' ebb tide. 

Atlhigh tide the" Falls" present a calm and silent 

appearance: 

" Yet wild waters, thou hast calm hours. 
Vanished seems tr!y dreaded power; 
Silent and still as if asleep, 

No ripple on 'thy angry deep." 

About a mile above the bridge, on the eastern side of 

the river, is Indiantown, a flourishing suburb of the 

town of Portland. It contail!'ls several large mills 

and factories, and is the landing place of the St. John, 

Grand Lake, Salmon River, and Kennebeccasis steam­

ers. A steam ferry connects Indiantown with Point 
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Pleasant, on the opposite side of the river. On the 

same side, a little above the Point, Green Head, a 

bold rocky point jutting out into the river, may be 

Seen. When ,viewed from the upper side, the Point 
l·esembles a boar's head. A short distauce above the 

bridge, on the western side of the river, is Fairville, 
which was formerly the terminus of the European 

and North American Railway. It contains a Dumber 

of beautiful residen~es, several stores, and other 
buildings. 

THE LUNATIC ASYLUM 

stands on an elevated piece of land at the Wl'Htern 

end of the bridge. The main building is 300 feet 
long with three wings, one at each end, 150 feet long, 

and one from the centre, 130 feet in length. The 

surrounding grounds are tastefully laid out, and, toge­

ther with seventy-five acres of farm land belonging to 

the institution, are worked by the inmates, tpe averagp. 

number of whom is 200. The building was ercct .. cl 

by the Provincial Government in 1848, and from 
whichever side it is approached presents a fine appear­

ance. A drive of seven or eight miles out the Man­

awagonish road, through Fairville, brings us to 

SPRUCE LAKE, 

a magnificent sheet of water five miles long. Its 

waters teem with fish of every description. Trout are 
neither plentiful nor large, but silver bass are to be 

-:~----------------------~ 
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had in unlimited quar.tities. A two-storey log house 
at the upper end of the lalte affords comfortable 

quarters for fishers. Good boats and all necessary in­

formation regarding the lake can be obtained either 

at 'rheal'~ or Madden's. 'fhe pipes which supply the 

people of 
CARLETON 

with water nlll from the lower end of the LaIH'. The 

Markllo Tower crowns the Carleton heights, and from 

this point a charming view of the-city and its surround­

ings is obtained. At our feet lies Carleton, with its 

pretty churches and handsome dwellings shadowed by 
the great hill upon which we stand; beyond, across 

the harbour, bathed in the evening sunlight, is the 

city with its thousands of happy homes; be·yond it, and 
extending awn,y to the right, are the everlasting hills, 

clad in their coat of green. The atmosphere here is 

very cool, especially at tIll' approach of night, when 

the chilly, f,,!,!;}, air COIlleS in from the sea. Driving 

slowly down the hill we arrive at the present terminus 

of the European and North American Railway, at the 

foot of Rodney street. Previous to 18'72, passengers 

left the cars at Fairville and drove to the' city in 

coaches, crossing the Suspension bridge, hut in that 
year the line was opened through to Carleton, thus 

saving p"ssengers an immense amount of trouhle. At 

Carleton we get Oil board the ferry boat and soon 

I'each the cit,\' side of the hurbour. The tiekct office 
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of the Railway is at the corner of Princess and Water 

Streets. Another magnificent drive is that to the 

RURAL CEMETERY, 

which can be I'eached by driving along Charlotte, 
Union and Waterloo or Brussel~ Streets to the Marsh 
Bridge, and out the Marsh Road. A more enchanting 

spot than this, or a locality better suited for a cemetery, 
it would be difficult to conceive of. '],he natural forest 

growth has been preserved as much as possible while 

laying out the grounds, and nature and art combined, 
render the place one of great beauty. Several hours 

may be spent wandering about the intricate pathways 

and avenues, and yet, after all, you may go away with­
out seeing the whole. It is open to the public daily. 

Sundays excepted. 

A mile and a half further on is Moosepath Trotting 

Park. The course is circular, one-half mile in cir­

cumference. Following the left hand road, after a few 

minute's drive we arrive at Lawlor's Lake, a pictur­
esque sheet of water on the Intercolonial. A mile or 
two further on we arrive at the Kenuebaccasis-the 

aquatic racing ground of New Brunswick. Rothsay, a 
short distance beyond, on the route of the railway, is 

a favourite resort for pic-nickers. Here many of the 
business men of the city have delightful summer 

residences. 
Another delightful drive is that down the bay shore 



168 GUIDE BOOK TO THE INTERCOLONIAL RAILWAY. 

TO MISPECK. 

On this road the first object which attracts our atten­

tion is the Penitentiary, a massive granite strncture, 

120 feet long by 45 feet wide. 'fhe prison grounds 
are eighteen acres in extent, and are enclosed by a 

high stake-fence. There are a number of workshops 
within the enclosure, in which the convicts are em­
ployed. The clothing worn by the prisoners is man­

ufactured in the Penitentiary. A short distance further 

on is the Poor House, the last resort of those who 

have fared badly in the battle of life. Both institu­

tions are worthy of a visit. After a drive of some eight 

miles further - sometimes through a rich farming 

country, and again amid the wildest and most rugged 

scenery imaginable-now along the sea beach, with 

the waves rolling almost up to our horses' feet, and anon 

perched hundreds of feet above the watl'r-we arrive 
at Mispcck, the surroundings of which would drive 

a painter mad with delight, and cause common-place, 
matter-of-fact people, to become sentimental. The 

woollen mill, saw mill, dams, sluices, falls, rocks, hills 

and houses combine to form a picture whose equal it 

would be difficult to find anywhere. Very good trout 

fishing may be had in the stream and in the lake in 

which it riseH, and cod and haddock fishing in the bay. 

About three miles further along this road a pot of 

treasure, supposed to have been deposited by Kidd. the 
Banker piratc-, was found some years ago. 
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Along the 

LOCH LOMOND ROAD 

we obtain some glimpses of very fine specimens of 
New Brunswick scenery. Starting from the Marsh' 

Bridge we follow the right hand road passing to Mis­
peck. About two miles out, the Roman Catholic Ceme­

tel'y will attract your attention, and a mile furtber 

on Silver Falls, a beautiful cascade on the Little River. 
A short distance beyond this fall is a bye-path leading 

to Long Lake, distant about 200 yards. Boats can be 
hired at the Lake from Mr. Harrigan, who will also 
give full information regarding the best fishing 

grounds, &c. This is a sure fishing ground; the fish 

are of good size, averaging one-half pound each. About 

a mile beyond this we obtain a view of Little River, 
which more resembles a lake than a river, having been 
converted into a reservoir for supplying the city with 
water. Driving on for some distance we observe 
nothing wortby of particular mention until we reach 

LOCH LOMOND. 

There is splendid hotel accommodation at the 
lake and in its neighbourhood. At its foot stands 
Bunker's Hotel, and three and a-half miles away 
" Lake House," at both of which boats, fishing-tackle 

&c., can be obtained. The proprietor of till' "Lake 
House," Mr. Joseph Dalzell, is thoroughly posted on 
all matters concerning fishing and shooting, and he is 
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always indefatigable in his endeavours to give strangers 

every facility for enjoying themselves while in the 

locality. In the Loch Lomond chain there are three 
lakes. The first, or lower lake, is four miles long and 
one and a-half miles wide. The fish in this lake are 
larger than those in the others, and are of two species, 
the red and the white-the latter appears to be pecu­
liar to these lakes, and vary in weight from a quarter 
to ten pounds. The best fishing ground is on Land's 
Bar, across the head of the lake. Another favourite 
spot is at the mouth of Dead Brook, about half-way 
up on the left side. 

The first and second lakes are connected by Fishing 
Creek, one quarter of a mile long. This lake is a 
mile and three-quarters long, by one quarter of a mile 
wide. The fish are the same as in the first lake. The 
best spot is off the mouth of James Brook, about mid­
way up on the right side. A stream about 300 yards 
long connects the second and third lakes .. The latter 
is one mile long and about a fifth of a mile in width. 

There is no white trout in this lake, and the fish, 
although plentiful, are of small size. 

In the neighbourhood of these lakes there area great 

many smaller ones teeming with fisa, the principal 
being Ben Lomond, Henry's, Traccey's and Mount 
Theobald. The las~mentioned, owing to its great 
distance from town, is but little disturbed, and splen­
did sport can be had, as the fish are plentiful and very 
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lively. About four miles from Traccey's Lake is the 
village of St. Martins, or Quaco, as it is usually called. 

This is one of the principal Rhipbuilding places in the 
Province. It is situated on a bay of the same name, 

which, fI.·om its beauty, has received the title of" Bay 

of Naples." In the vicinity of nearly all these lakes 
woodcock, partridge, snipe and duck are plentiful, and 
geese pay an occasional visit. 

The drive from the city to 

HOWE'S LAKE 

is also very pleasant. This beautiful ,lwd of water 

is situated about four miles from town, atross the 
valley. The" Highland Park Company" have secured 

500 acres of land around the lake, one hundred ae!'l'S 
of which are set apart for a public park, There are 
four lakes upon the property, which, together with the 
hilly character of the land, renders the task of beauti­
fying nature a simple one, The plan' is yearly 

becoming more and mo!'l' attractive, and is destined 

before long to become a favourite resort for 1'1":lSlll'l'­

seekers, 



CHAPTE R IX. 

P R INC E ED WAR D I B LAN D. 

A guide-book of the Intercolonial Railway would 

not be complete without some description of Prince 

Edward Island. 

This charming IHland iH nearly 200 mil~" long, and 

is separated from thc mainland by the Straits of 

Northumberland, only nine miles wide l'ctwl'CU Cape 

Torl1leutine on the New Brunswick coast, and Cape 
Travel'Hl' on the Island. 

The Island is easily reached. A steamer l·uns daily 

between Summersidc and Point-du-Chene each way, 

in connection with the Intercolonial Railway and the 

railway on the Island. The steamers have excellent 

accommodation for passengers, and are first-class 

boats in all respects. The journey by water occupies 

between four and five hours, and in the summer 
months is a delightful trip. 

At Summersidc a very good hotel exists, called the 

" Island Park House," where excellent accommodation 

can be had. It is placed on a beautiful island of 

about 200 acres, surrounded by salt water, and with 

excellent bathing and fishing. A steam ferry runs 

hourly between the Island and Summerside. 
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From Summerside a line of railway runs to Tig­

nish, at the extreme western end of the Island, a 

distance of about seventy miles. At Tignish are 
large fishing establishments, where large fleets of 

vessels are employed in mackerel fishing. No better 
sport can be hail. than to spend a day in one of these 
vessels, catching macknei in almost endless numbers. 

The fish-curing establishments are also well worth a 
visit, and the scene along the coast during the 

mackerel season is most enjoyable. At Alberton, 

another point on the line of railway, are also large 

fishing establishments. Here, also, and indeed all 

over the Island, shipbuilding is very extcll8in'ly car­

ried on, there never being less than 100 vessels 

building in the different yards, some of them being of 

1,000 tons measurement. 

From Summerside the railway also runs to Char­

lottetown, the capital of the Island, the distance being 
fifty miles. Charlottetown has a population of about 

10,000, and has many public buildings of considerable 

size and architectural beauty. The Parliament House 
contains the halls for the two branches of the Legis­

lature, and all the Goyc'rnlllent offices. 

'fhe House of Assembly consists of thirty-two mem­

bers, and meets during the winter. 
The journey lJl"t~I'l'l'n Summers ide and Charlotte­

town occupies about three hours, and the railway runs 
through a highly cultivated and charming country. 
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The crops mainly consist of oats, potatoes, buckwheat, 

&c., but little wheat being grown. The farmhouses 

and buildings are 'generally SUbstantial and comfort­

able, giving evidence of a thriving and improving 
agricultural community. Large quantities of oats are 

annually exported to European markets by vessels 

going direct from the Island to English and French 
ports. There is also a considerable export of hay to 
the West Indies, and large quantitie6 of oats, hay, 

eggs, fish and farm produce, are yearly sent to Nova 

Scotia, New Brunswick, and also to Boston. 

From Charlottetown a steamer runs four times a 
week to and from Pictou, from whence express trains 

mn on the Intercolonial railway to Halifax, making 

the journey from Charlottetown in about nine hours. 

The population of the Island is about 100,000. 

From Charlotte~own the railway runs to Georgetown 

and Sourb, the latter at the eastern extremity of the 

Island. The line passes through a pretty and gene­

rally well cultivated country, and crosses numerous 

, l'ivers and arms of the sea, where excellent fishing .is 

to be obtained. Sea trout, some weighin/( six pounds, 

are to be had in abundance, and in many of the smaller 

streams brook trout are very plentiful. The fishing 

all over the Island is excellent and diversified, and 
easily accessible. At Rustico and other points at the 

back of the Island there are several hotels with excel­

lent accommodation, and where fine sandy beaches 
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offer every inducement to bathers who desire to take 
advantage of the rolling surf of the Atlantic, and of 
the sea breezes which are so delightful and refreshing 
in the hot months of summer. 

Charlottetown is the residence of the Lieutenant­
Governor of the Island, and in its vicinity are many 
fine residences scattered along the different arms of 
the sea. There are several good hotels in Charlotte­
town, and a visit to the Island will pl'Ove most enjoy­

able, with its varied scenery, excellent sea bathing, 
cool breezes, and fishing of all descriptionH. 
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