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PRE FACE. 

THE following Notes have been 

selected with great attention from 

a variety of sources of general in­

formation respecting the Canadas, 

and were collected by an individual 

about to settle in the Upper Pro­

vince. As they appeared to contain 

much useful information on the sub­

ject of Agriculture and Trade not 

hitherto 80 fully treated of in the 
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works on the Canadas, the writer 

has been requested to allow them 

to be published for the use of the 

Emigrant and Tourist visiting those 

countries. 

London, lIfarcn 25) 1833. 
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REMARKS 
ON THE 

STATISTICS, CLIMATE, SOIL, PRODUCE, AGRI_ 
CULTURE, TRADE,AND CURRENCY 

OF 

UPPER AND LOVV-ER CANADA~ 

VOY.1GE OUT FROllI ENGLAND TO CANADA. 

THE hest passag-es to Quebec are urmaHy 
made in the monlhs of April, l\'by, mit} 
.Julle; south winds mostly prevail from JuTy 
to September, wLich render the voyage dur­
ing those months tedious. The average Pas. 
sages from England are, in the spriug, from 
thirty to thirty-five days-in summer, thirty. 
five to forty-and in autumn, forty to fifty. 
The distance from the Land's End to the 
mouth of the St. Lawrellce, is upwards of 
2000 miles; Quehec is 360 miles up (be 
river: for about 120 miles before you 
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reach Quebec, the banks of the river St. 
Lawrence are covered with villages, and 
continue so until you arrive at Montreal, 
which is ISO miles further up. From the 
beginning of May until the end of November, 
steam-boats depart almost daily from Que­
hec for Montreal, making the passage in 
thirty to thirty-six hours, but occupying"only 
twenty-follr to thirty in returning. The jour­
ney by land from Quebec to Montreal is pel'­
formed ill two days, sleeping" at Trois Ri­
vieres j stages depart every day during the 
winter months. 

The passage by steam from Montreal to 
Prescott and Kingston, occupies from two 
to three days. The distance from Montreal 
to Kingston, tbrough the Rideau Canal, is 
abollt 240 miles, but by the River St. Law­
rence, passing the Rapids, it is only ]90. 
From Kingston to York, across Lake Ontario, 
the distance is aboll t 170 miles; and from 
York to Niagara, on the opposite side, ahout 
thirty-six. The land road from York to 
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Niagara, by Burlington Bay, is about uinety 
miles. 

The journey from New York to Upper 
CalJada is usuaJJy performed in seven or 
eight days, the distance from New York to 
Niagara being about 514 miles-viz. 

New York to Albany, 160 miles, up the 
Hudson River, by steam, in twenty 01' 

twenty-two hours, fare 48. 6d. 
Albany to Uttica, ] 90 miles, by land, one 

day, fare 13s. 6d. 
Uttica to Auburn, 96 miles, by boat on 

the Erie Canal, usually stopped from No­
vember to May. The rate of travelling by 
the canal boats is from three to four miles an 
hour. 

Auburn to Rochester, 64 miles, by coach. 
Rochester to Lewistown, 85 miles, by 

coach in thirty hours, fare 65. 6d. 
Lewistown to Niagara, across tbe Niagara 

River. 
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RE:1.fARKS ON TUE PASSAGE UP THE RIVER ST. 

LAWRENCE, AND THROUGH TIlE L. .. KES IN'l'O 

UPPER CANADA. 

CAPE ROSIERS is properly the ENTRA NCR 

OF THE ST. LAWRENCE; the river here is 
about eighty miles broad. The lalld about 
Cape Rosiers is low, but high round bills rise 
behind it: Cape Gaspe, to the south of Ro­
siers, is high land, with perpendicular rocky 
cJiffs. The ISI,AND OF ANTICOSTI separates 
the river info two channels, that on the north 
side is narrower tban that 011 the south, 
where the river is nearly fifty miles broad; 
Anticosti is about 140 miles long, by a!) 
hroad, and nearly 300 in circlIlIlference; the 
shores are flat, and it posse~ses 110 good har­
bour: Ellis Bay, at the west ClUj, a fi'orlls, 
ho\vever, a sate anchorage for vessels not 
drawing' more than t",'elve feet water. Fox 
Bay, at tile east end is also u sate 8hdtpr 
for smaller craft; flat rocks exteutl to a coll-
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siderable distance from the shore, and render 

the approach dangerolls: a light-house has 
been erected on the west point, and another 
is erecting on the east; in the interior of the 
island there are some fine natural meadows, 

and se\'eral lakes: the island also abounds 
with valuable timber, and affords a produc­
tive salmon and seal fisbery. 

The LABRADOR COAST may be safely ap­
proached, as it affords excellent anchorage, 
and the tides are nearly regular; there are, 
however, two formidable dangel'S to be 
guarded against in the St. Lawrence,-one 

is the rocky shoal extending several miles 
off at MallicolJgan, and the other Jays off 
Pointe des Mille Vaches, a little above Pont 
Neuf. 

On the south side of the river are the 
mountains of Notre Dame and St. Louis, and 

on the north side lays the BAY OF THE SE­
VEN IHANDS, so called from seven rugged 

rocks at its entrance; there is deep water 

close in with the islands, and ten to twelve 
n3 
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fathoms in the hay: furtber on, the l'in'r 

Moisie and several olher cOllsitlerable streams 
f:,dl into the 81. Lawrence: a productive 

salmon fishery is carried on at the tiJl'lIler. 

A little above MOlllS Piles is Trinite, where 

a light-house is erecting: vessels lIsually all­

chor bere with a bead willl\. Cape Chatte, 

on the soutll side, exbibi,s a bold flppenr­
ance; the chal1l1e1 of the river here becollles 

contracted to about forty llIi!es: two cOllical 
hirrs, calied Les i\Iamelies de Matane, IH'xt 

appear in view, distant about six miles illlaud. 
The PILOTS gellerally board vessels between 

POllts des MOllts and Cape Chaw,. Thirty 
miles fronl Matane is Little Miles, a lOll::; Rat 
rocky point, ann f.;ix miles (urthe,' on, to the 

west. is Great Miles, where there is good an­

chorage; saw mills have bpt.'11 ere('ted on the 

falls of the RiVf'r Mih~s. The rocky shoal of 

Manicollgan extellds six miles (run; the norlh 
shore, and is verv dao«erolls· on the east side 

.J ~ " 

of rile bllOal is till:: Bay of Manicolwall and 
~ , 

on the west tiJat of Outarues: the snmll islaud 
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of St. B"rnnh:11" is on the south shore, oppo­

site a river of the same name; further LIp. 
lIear the Isle of BiquE'. there is au excellt-'llt 
hnrhollr, off Cape Orig"illal; the stream uf 

Trois Pistoles empties itself into the St. LClW 
rellce, tu the south of Cape Orig"iual, Clud the 

hland of Bas-q ue lays upposite to ils mouth. 
011 [be uurrh side of the St. Lawrence is ,he 
River S(lguenay, the 1lI0llth of which is ahout 

olle mile broad, and rushes into the S1. 1,;-1w­

rence with gTeat violence when the tide is 

low. The Sagllenay draws its source from 

Lake St. Jobn, which latter is about uinety 

miles ill circlllllference; this river is remark­

able for the depth and impetuosity uf itl!i 

stream, alld is intercepted in its course by 

ahrupt precipices; at about ninety miles up 

the river, it falls fifty feet perpelldicular­
these Falls are remarkable for the resplendent 

whiteness of the water. The Saguellay is 

about 150 wiles in length, by three ill its 

gTeatest breadth. To the lIorth of die SH­

g"uellay is Ihe buruour of Tadousac, which is 
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well sheltet'ed, and deep enough to admit 
large vessels. Chicoutami, about seventy­
five miles up the Saguenay, is a very fertile 
district, abounding with excellent timber; 
grain ripens here earlier tban at Quebec: 
the furs obtained in this quarter are gene­
rally considered of a very superior quality. 
Whales ascend the St. Lawrence as high up 
as the mouth of the River Saguenay. 

The first settlements on the south side of 
the St. Lawrence commence near the ISLE 

OF BIQUE. Green Island, about twenty 
miles higher up, is six to seven miles in 
length, and affords exce)]eot pasturage. The 
river in this part abollnds with shoals; and 
on the north side tIle cl1l'rent runs down with 
great rapidity at Jow water: this coast is also 
l"ocky, abrupt, and sterile for several miles: 
on the south side are several mud flats, with 
shoal water. There is a ] ig"ht-llOl1se erected 
at the east end of Green Island, lay ing about 
south east from the mouth of the Sag"Uellay, 
and in a line with which stands Red Island, 
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n small islf't with n rlnngl'ro\ls rcpf. nare 
Island is fifteen miles distant from Gref'fI 

Island, and is about ten miles loug: there 
is aJ80 n d<l"gerDlIs reef of rocks extending 
from off this isl<'lIHI. 

l\LUHAY, which is about eighty milps from 
Quebec, is situated between Pointe it /' Aig-Ie 
alld the vitlng:e of Les Ebuulemellts: the land 
here is very tprtile and cultivated for all ex. 
tent of six miles up a river, which ahoullds 

wilh salmolJ; in the bay there is also a fishery 

of white porpoises: the entrance to Mal bay 
is sing-ulady romalltic alld beautiful. 

After passillg Millony, Clnd ;-Jhollt hCllr wny 

to Panl's HClY, are masses ofhig'h rocks. alld 
a small chain of cOllical salld hills. frolll ten 
to forty /Pf't lrigh. called LES Enouu:m~N'rs. 

Passillg' the Pi!grim'!" alJd Knmotlrn!>.ka 

islets, the island of Comlt-es appears in 
sight, situated about three miles from ,lie 

lwrth shore, in front of St. Paul's Bay; its 

shores are a I most perpelld icular and cuvered 

with small tfees: ihis isfalld is sevell miles 
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long and three broad. On the south side of 
the isle of Coudres is a narrow channel two 
miles in breadth, called the TRA VERSE; the 
navigation here is extremely difficult, and 
requires the greatest attention: the channel 
on the north shore is three miles broad and 
very deep, but as the shore is rocky, the 
south passage is generally preferred. The 
waters of St. Lawrence here assume a whitish 
hue, and the brackishness diminishes until 
the tide reaches the lower extremity of the 
Isle of Orleans, where the water is perfectly 
fresh. 

ST. PAUL's BAY is formed by mountains 
receding from the river to the coast towards 
the north, and enclosing a valley of about 
nine miles in extent, weJl inhabited and cul­
tivated: the number of rivers rolling down 
the sides of the bay afford convenient situa­
tiOllS for saw miJJs, and a considerable quan­
tity of timber is exported from this place: 
tbe furtber extremity of the bay, presents a 
a scene of wild but picturesque beauty. 
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This part of the country, as well as Malbay, 
are suhject to earthquakes, particularly dur­
ing the winter months-Paul's Bay is thirty 
miles from Mal bay. 

KAMOURASKA, distant about sixty miles 
from Quebec, is situated on the south shore 
of the St. Lawrence, directly opposite to 
Malbay. The breadth of the river here is 
twenty miles, and its depth sixty feet: about 
fOUl' miles off the shore are a duster of 
rocky islands, where a fishery of white por­
poises is carried on in the spring. These fish 
are seen in great numbers from the mouth 
of the river, as high up as the Isle of 01'­
Jeans; many of them are twelve to fifteen 
feet long, and the smallest will yield as much 
as a barrel of oil: a valuable fishery for 
seals and sea cows is also carried on here. 
Karnouraska is very delightfully situated, the 
scenery in the neighbourhood is extremely 
wild and picturesque: it is much fl'equented 
as a watering place, both for the benefit of 
its suJphureous springs, as weH as for sea 
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bal hing, the water being sufficiently brn(;kish: 
sleam boats ply between this place am] Q~e­
bee during the slimmer and autumn mOllths. 
The parish of KUlllouraska cOlltaills about 
2000 iJJhabitauts. This part of Ihe coulltry is 
fi~,.tile ana thickly peopled, the land is mostly 
Jevel aud well w(llered by fiue streams. The 
soil is reckolJed superior to any in the neigh­
bourhood of QUf'bC'c, and great quantities of 
grain are prodllced IIPre: Ihe shores also 
aif())'IJ excellent pasfllrag"e, and the greater 
part of Ihe buller cOllsumed in Quebec comes 
from Kamouraska. The distallcc to Quebec 
by the south shore of the Sf, Lawrence, is 
ahout uinety miles, and the road passes 
through St. Thomas and Ouelle, and crossi~g 
over the ri ver at Point Lev i, which is only 
nile mile from Quebec, At 81. Thomas, the 
River d u Sud 01' Kamouraska River, falls into 
the Sf. Lawrence, over rocks twenty-five feet 

J'igh and fortns a most beautiful cascade. 
011 the 1101"h shore of the St. Lawrence, 

bttweeu St. Paul's Bay and Cape TOUl'menl, 
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j~ "If' pnri"'h of Ppfilf> Ri"iPl"P, ~iflmt{' ahout 
tell miles, fron'l Pa\ll's Bay: the cpntrp of the 

rive'r is here diversifh,d by clllsters of small 
js'anrh~,snllle nf which are cleared and seulecl 

-rhf'y afford excellent pasfllfllgp. and sup­

ply large quantities of hay. CAPE Tourr­
MEl'iT is abollt ]'000 feet high. Beyond the 

shoo18 of die Traverse are some low, flat, nnd 
l"f'It'ky fol;Ip'ts, called Goose and Crane Islands, 
:mrJ at rhe em;;t end are fhe pillar rocks 

risiing- ahruptly ont of the river. The road 
to, Qupbec I'IJns through the villag'e of St. 

Jm)l('hin, wl~ich is eighteen miles frorn Petite 
Rrv;e-rE', and fhirty to Queuec. 

AFI yon approadl fhe ISLE OF ORLEANS, 

:t ri(lrh and interestin~ view presE'llts itself of 
J .. J,f' MadamE', Cape Diamond, nnci the I11Olln­

fainson the north and west with the cultivatpd 

II'If'Rdows sprE'ading themo;;;el ves benpatb. The 

Isle of Orleans is about forty-eight miles in 
rirf"Mmft'rence, heiflg' twpnty miles long. and 

fOflll" f.o five in hreadth; the uppt'r part of the 

jslAnd is fiVe miles below Quebec, The laud 
c 
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rises in g'radation from its steep banks towards 
the centre of the islamI, and presents a pleas­
ing and fertile appearance, the east end being 
covered with trees: a fine view of the sur­
rounding country is also afforded from the 
higher grounds towards tbe north, whence 
the Fa]]s of Montmorenci may be seen to great 
advantage: on the opposite coast is the River 
La Puce, distant about fi ve miles, and on 
which there are several romantic falls and 
cataracts. The Isle of OrJeans is noted for 
its fine apple orchards; and it also produces 
a considerable quantity of grain. At the 
lower extremity of the island the river is six­
teen miles in breadth, forming, at the upper 
end, a basin six miles long. The south 
channel is the broadest, and having tbe 
greatest qepth of water, is the course usually 
taken by large vessels; tbe channel on the 
north side being shallow, is only fit for small 
vessels. At Patrick's Hole, about mid.chan­
nel, there is good ancboring g'rolmd, affording 
shelter when necessary. 
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On approaching the basin of Quebec, the 
Fal1s of Montmorenci suddenly appear in 
view, bounded by the village at Point Levi, 
on the south side of the river, which is here 
about one mile broad. The elevated pro­
montory of Cape Diamond, on which Quebec 
is situated, is about 320 feet above th~ level 
of the river: between Quebec and MOlJtmo­
renci is the village of Beauport, where the 
shore rises in the form of a terrace. 

QUEBEC. 

THIS city is situated in 46° 54' north lat. 
and 70° 5' west long. and is divided into the 
Upper and Lower Towns. The citadel is 
constructed on the higbest point of Cape 
Diamond, fronting wbich, on the soutb, are 
the plains of Abraham. There are five gates 
from the garrison. The principal buildings 
worth noticing are tbe Catholic cathedral, 
the Protestant metropolitan church, the castle 
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of St. Loui!o> or ~'overrltnellt hOllse, the Jesu,its' 
college, the ~elllillar)', tile parliament Iwu:se. 
the courts of law, the Hotel Diell, alld the uw­
llUlileut of General W ulft'. The popula4iLU.I 
of Quebec, ill 1831, amolillted to lIeOlrly 

30,000. The ullchorage oetw€-en Poil4t Levi 
and Quebec is every where good aud sale: 
the liue of bank advancilJg 011 the west fur~ 

a sllJall l1aruour, calleo Alice de N1tr. Ves­
I>els Luulltl to l\1outreal are generally towed 

up by stealll, alHl call perturul tbe voyage ill 
thirty to thirty-six hours. TIle vast UHl~ 
of ice whieh aCClllllulate ill willter ill tile bat!1ill 
of QueLec, opposite Ille hie of OrleiHu •• 
g'ellerally b'o('~ up t1Je cLaa4111t'1 oetw€pu the 

cityalld lilat islalld, althoug-b the river is sel­
dum fl'Ozeu over betweeu Quebec aud Point 
Levi. After the ice f ... IIB Lake St. Peter's 
lias Ilassetl, wliich gell€l'uliy oc('ur.s a!Jout 
the lalter end of April, or firl"t week iu M<JY, 

the uavigatioll is clt'a... The earl iest ani .. al.ll 
frulIJ sea at Qut:bec are aLJOul the finst week in 

,May: three vessels ar&'ivecJ iu IlS31 as early 
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as the 16th of April. In 1832 tbe season 
opened on the 3rd of May, and closed on the 
28th of November. 

FALLS OF MONTIUORENCJ. The River 
Montmorenci empties itself into the St. Law­
rence,eight miles to the north east of Que­
bec: the cascades are situated at a place 
caled the Natural Steps, and are generally 
of the height of ten to lweI ve feet; but from 
the middle of A pri1 to the end of 1\1ay, the 
wafers roll along with increasing height and 
rapidity. The river is precipitated at the 
Falls over a rock upwards of 200 feet high, 
and about 60 feet in breadth, producing a 
most beautiful effect from its rapid descent, 
the clearness of the water, and the loud noise 
accompanying the fall. The largest saw 
mills in Canada have been erected at this 
place. 

The Indian viJIage of LORETTO is about 
nine miles north-west of Quebec, and com­
mands a most extensive view of the St. Law­
rence. The River St. Cbarles passes through 

c3 
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this villnge and after willding for a few miles 

to the south-west of Lake St. Charles, rolls 
over a sleep rock, thirty feet hig'h, alld forms 
a most beautiful watt!J'-fall, which, wid} the 
smaller cascades, the uridg-e, the village of 

CbarleDOlJrg'h, and distaat hills, present most 

interestillgo scellery. 
LAKE ST. CHARLES is fourteen miles west 

of Queuec; it is fi ve 1Il:les in lengtl~ by OIae 

ill breadth. ami almo"t divided into twu by <) 

lJeck of lal!d, wbich forms it narrow p;.HlS<1,ge 

lJenr/y at tile celltre; ami its ballks are ex­
treillely wilJ and picturesque. 

The RIVER CHAUD.lERE empties itself iulo 

the south side of the St. Lawrence, alwut !Six 

miles to the south-west of Qlleot!c; tbis 
stream flows frolll Lake Meg'allle, disl1ilut 

120 miles; the Falls are situated foul' miles 
from its lUouth; the SUlllluit of the FaU is 
about 350 feet broad~ alld the water is pre. 
cipitated ffOl1l a lwigilt of ahout 120 teet, 
divided by the rocks illlo three distinct cala­

l'aCI~, \\ hich are particularly grand iu tbe 
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month of l\fny. from the rapidity, brightnflSSt 

and deep SOLI 1111 of the {idling waters: the 
wild scenery of the ballks of the river, am1 

the luxuriallt folia!:!:e of the overhalwill'" 
~ ~ ~ 

trees, are also much admired: Ilear the 
mouth of the River Chaudiere, alld 011 11 ~mall 

l"ocky poillt on the horders of the St. Law ... 

rellce, are the ru i ns of an old lllonastery, 
caIled CBATEAU RICBER. 

On leaving Quehec, aner pnssillg Cape 
Diamond, the scenery of Ihe St. Lawreu('e 

becomes less diversified; but the country is 

richer in soil, and more improved in clIlti ... 

v::Ition. At about two lIlilf's distance, 011 tbe 

north side, is \V GLFE's COVE, the spot where 
General Wolfe diselllbarked ilis army pH'" 
violiS to the attack upon Quebec: a liule 

further on is Siller)" alld opposite to it is 
New Liverpool: Wolfe's Cove alld Sillery 

are the gTeat deposits fur lumber alld staves, 
large quantities of which comlllodities are 
brought down the River Richli.,u from Lake 

Champlaiu, the men;hanls from Quebec ('OUl-
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ing to these places to make their se1ections. 
}'ive miles further on is Cape Rouge; and 
on the opposite shore is a fine picturesque 
bank, nearly 500 feet high, covered with 
trees; here the small River St. Nicholas runs 
into the St. Lawrence; and on which are two 
beautiful water-falls; there are several saw 
mills at the mouth of this river. The church 
and mill of St. Augustin, on the north shore, 
are also pleasing objects. Pointe aux Trem­
bles is twenty-one miles from Quebec, and 
nine miles further on is the RIVER JACQUES 
CARTIER; its stream is very rapid and im­
petuous, and the channel being confined by 
rugged rocks, is frequently broken into cas­
cades: there are several corn-rums on this 
river; and in the summer season salmon is 
taken here in great abundance. The church 
of Cape Sante, with the opposite coast, and 
Pointe Dechambault, exhibit a pleasing com­
bination of scenery. About forty-five miles 
from Quebec, the principal channel of the 
St. Lawrence is confined by a narrow wind-
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ing course, fOflllillg the RAPTnS OF Ricn d 

1..1EU; at the reflux of tile tide tlwl'c is ;t 

considerable dt:sce!lt here, (Iud at biglt watet 

much caution is required, as tlw clialllleJ iti 
narrow, and abounds wilh suu'kell r()d.s alld 

shallows; for all extcul of two to three IHiles; 

quite across the river. The tide flows about 

fifty miles beyond tLese Rapids, alLllOugb the 

current always runs down as far as RicLlieu. 

:From this spot, as t~jr up as MOlltreal, tbe St. 
Lawrence is generally frozen OVf::r ill wiuter j 

but below the Rapids of Ri('Llieu, and as 

far as Quebec; the river is seldom frozell, 
the ice continuing' to float up ami UOWlJ with 

the tide. 
Tb~ town of TROIS RIVIERES is situated 

at a point of Jand lIt'ar tlte cOllfluellce of 

tbe River St. Maurice witb the St. Law­
)'ence, aud exteJl(is about tlJl't'e-quarters of 

a mile along its baJlks; there are two islalluli 

at the entrallce of this river, wiJich divide it 

into three brallches, am) lht'uce it lakt's ill~ 

llame of the TLree Riverl:i: the tide flows u~ 
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as far as tbe town; and steam-boats· rom 
Quebec and Montreal generally stop here 
to take in fuel. Trois Rivieres is eighty':' 
five miles from Quebec, and ninety-six 
from Montreal: the climate is milder here 
than at Quebec. At about eight miles up the 
river are several iron-founderies, where tbe 
manufactory of iron is carried on to a con,;. 
siderable extent; tbe quality of this iron is 
soft, tenacious, pliable, and 110t subject to 
rust: at a place called Sbawinnagamme, 
twenty miles up the St. Maurice, the rivet 
falls about 100 feet perpendicular, and near 
60 feet in breadtb. Tbe waters of this river 
are peculiarly dark coloured. 

LAKE ST. PETER'S, about six miles from 
Trois Rivieres, is formed by an expansion of 
the waters of St. Lawrence over flats, ex­
tending in width from ten to fifteen miles, 
by about twenty-one in length: its general 
depth, however, is only ten to fifteen feet. 
Several small rivers discharge their waters 
into this lake; and at its upper end are some 
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islands, the only ones that occur between 
tbis spot and tbe Isle of Orleans, a distance 
of 1 17 miles; but from bence to Lake Onta ... 
rio, clusters of islands are frequently met 
with, some of which are of great beauty and 
fertility. 

Tbe town of Sorel, or FORT WILLlAl\[ 

HENRY, so named after bis present Majesty, 
is agreeably situated at tbe confluence of the 
River Ricblieu with the St. Lawrence; the 
Richlieu takes its rise in Lake Cbamplain, 
about seven miles distant. A canal is cutting 
near Cbarnbli, to unite Lake Champlain with 
tbe St. Lawrence, the navigation being im­
peded by rapids. About eigbt miles distant 
from Cbambli are the Mountains of BE­
L<EIL, composed of masses of granite, ] 400 
feet in height, from the summit of which 
there is a magnificent prospect of tbe sur­
rounding- country. FOR'r ST. JOHN, ten 
miles from CbambJi, is the port of entry for 
all goods corning from the United States; 
and about twelve miles further is the British 
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frontipr !'tation callp(1 isle :lUX Noix, situated 
on the hnrdf'r~ of LAlcp Champlain. From 
Montreal, a('ro!l~ 'he St. I~awren('e, to La 
Prairif', i!l nine miles; and from La Prairie 
to New York, by J~ake Champlain and 
Alhany, i~ 370 mOl'P, making the whole d~­
fam'e from New York to Montreal about 
400 milp!I. 

Near llerthier, on the north hank Of the 
St. Lawrence,' al~e numerous j~land~, afford­
ing- f'xrellent pao;;tnrage; and !lix miles fur .. 
flJt>r on i .. the village of Verrheres: higher 
lip is Yarennps; the jsland~ here Rre so low, 
AS fo be subject to frequent inundations ;0 

1he spring-: a few rniJe~ distant fro III Va­
rennes j~ the villag-e of Boucherville. The 
i-oad on the north side of the St. Lawrence~ 
hetween Repelltigni and the point of tl1e 
Island of Montreal, is interrupted by a 
hranch of the Ottawa river, ahontone mile' 
in hreadth, and over which a hrirfge has 
lately been erected. The River Ottaw1I 

~1I~OI!lpaSSe~ the Islands of JeslIs, PeITot, 



~)1d Bi~l'Iart, 'Y8shjog tlu> 001'tl. ~iop. of the 
hlalld of Montrf'al. About half a mile he,. 
fore yon reach Montrea1. the stream towards 
the centre hecomes very rapid alld hroken, 
and forms the SA ULT, OR F AI_L OF 1'HE 

HECOLLET. The third hranch of the Ottawa 
is intersected by a numher of Jsla,.nds. 

MONTREAL. 

rHJ~ h;lf'!nd of Montrf'aJ is thirty miles j" 

Ifogth hy five to !"<"ven in hreadth, flnd its 
circulllft'rence about sevfllly. The City of 
Mont.real is sitllated on tllP. south side of the 
island, in lat. 45° 83' north, (lnd in long. 
73° 37' wesf, 180 miles distant from Quehec 
hy water. The hanks of the island rise fif­
teen feet above the level of the river, a deep 
and rllpit.! Cllrr~llt flows between the shore 
and the opposite lo;land of St. Helens, amI 
if reqllirc's a s,trollg north-east wind to cany 
fes~els lip to the town; vessels are othel'wis~ 
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frequently obliged to come to an anchor at 
the lower end of the stream. 

Montreal is divided into the Upper and 
Lower town; the streets are wide and airy. 
In 1831, the population amounted to about 
27,000. The public market, Nelson's monu­
ment, and the Hotel Dieu, are situated in the 
Lower town. The Upper town contains the 
French cathedral, one of the most mag­
nificent edifices in America, the Eng1ish 
church, convent of Recollets, the seminary, 
and the government house, and wbich are 
tbe principal objects worth notice. A na­
tural wharf is formed near the town, by the 
deptb of the stream and sudden declivity of 
the banks. About two miles and a half from 
the city, is a hill caIled tbe Mountain, nearly 
700 feet bigh,and extending two miles north 
and south: it is covered with numerous 
orchards. The prospect from tbe mountain 
is rich and extensive, but the most favourable 
view of Montreal is from St. Helen's. 
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RElI1ARKS ON '['HE CLIMATE OF LOWER CANADA. 

THE snow g-enerally begins to meH early in 
April, and by the second or third week all 
is usually gone. The river is, however, sel­
dom clear of ice until the first week in :May; 
the ice from the lakes coming down in pro­
digious quantities about the latter end of 
April, and, until this is past, vessels cannot 
get up to Montreal. For the average of the 
last fi ve years, the frost first began to break 
up at Montreal tbe second week in April, 
and steam.boats have been able to leave for 
Quebec about the middle of the month. The 
months of May and June are often wet, but 
farmers generally get all their seed in by tbe 
20th of May, and wheat is usually ready for 
reaping- by the Jatter end of Aug-llst. The 
spring, summer, and autumn, may be said to 
be comprised in the five months from May 
to September. November and April are the 
two most disagreeable months in the year; 
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in 'he forlller, the s;now begins to fall, and in 
the laUer, it is fast going' ilway. l\1on!real 
enjoys a milder clilllate tball Quebec, and 
the winter is not so long by five or six weeks: 
(he soil is arso richer; the mal"kefS are mudl 

better supplied with provisiolls, and living is 
cheaper. A discussion is at presellt going 

on in the House of Asselllbly, for 1I11iting 

:Montreal with the Upper Province. 
Board and lodging at Quebec and Mon­

treal, may be hnd ill the best hotels, a1 from 
258. to 308. a week; the inns charge frolll 

)58. to 20s., and for Colllrnoll p{'ople, 7s.6d. 
to 9~. 6d. DwelJillg'-huuses, 1Il1fllflllsbed, Jet 

from £100 to£150. a year; shops aud s.tores 

from £50. to £100. A farllJ ofolle hundred 
~lcres, with twenty or thirty acres cleared, 

~vilh a dwelling-hollst', and ollt-hotll'f's, lIlay 

be had in t.he lIeighbourilOud, from £150. to 
£;300. 
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RATES OF WAGES IN QUEBEC AND lIION'£REAr" 

s. d. s. d. 
Farm managers, from 2 6 to 3 0 per day. 
Common Jabourers I 8 2 7 
Or from £30. to £50. per annum, without 

food or cloathiug. 

Mechanics, from 
Bricklayers 
Carpenters 
Smiths. 

s. d. s. d. 
5 0 to 10 6 per day. 
4 6 5 6 
4 0 5 0 
5 0 6 0 

Mechanics' wages are regulated on the 1st of 
May and the 1st of November. 

La Chine is situated at the south-east end 
of the Island of Montreal, seven miles dis­
tant from the city, and is the place whence 
the Durham boats, BaHeaux, and canoes pro­
ceed, either up the St. Lawrence or the 
Ottawa. The CANAL OF LA CHINE was cut, 
in order to avoid the Rapids or Fall of St. 
Louis, five miles above Montreal; the river 
is here divided by two or three islands, and 

D3 
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forms \'('('y picturesque seelll"ry. The cfIllal 

of La Chille is nine miles long, twenty f~·(,t 

wide; alld five deep; it cost £1:30,000. sterl_ 

ing-. In 1821, 2100 boats passed upwards, 
alld 2000 dowllwards; the alllOUllt of tolls 
takell was £6GOO, cnrrency. III 1~32, 1:--50 
boats passed upwards, and 1700 dowtlward~, 
<lnd the tolls l'lIllOUllt('(} to £5000. currency. 

Upwards of 500 Durhalll boats alld 1000 
Batteallx are constantly empluyed in the 

trade betwt'ell Montreal and J.Jake Olltario; 

therf> are also more Ihall thirty-five steam 

vessels engaged ill the llavigatiOIl of the St. 
Lawrt'llCe alld lldjacent waters. 

The RIVER OTTAWA di,·ides Lower from 

Upper Cauada, and rises in the north.wl'st 

beyond Lake Huron, upwartls of 1000 miles 
befure it falls illto the St. Lawrence; its 
lIavigatioll is interrupted by rapids and cata­
racts, and in some placeI'; the river expallds 
(lver the cOlllltry, furming' exlensivt~ lakt's. 

The walers of tile Ol.{[l\\'(i are dark allJ Jj.s­

coloured. III proceeding' lip the Ottawa, 



rlfter \e:-\villg' L:l Chine, you arrive at the vil­
lna;e of St. An\le'~, nine llIiles distant, alld 
whf're the rivpr is broken alill rapid. The 
Lake of the Two Mountains is formed by all 

€nl<lrg'eillent of the rivers just hehinu Mon­

treal; it j", lIearly tweuty miles in leugth,and 

ill SOllie places three miles broad. At Ca. 
('illoll, thirty-five miles frolll St. Anne's, you 
leave llle st(~all1-bo:lt, auJ proceed 10 Gren­
ville, where :-\ canal has been cut 10 avoid the 

Ihpids of Long' Sault. At By town, 65 

miles frolll SI. Allne\;, and hW from Mon­
treal, is tbe commencement of the RIDEAU 

CAN A L, which was cut to cOlluect the Ottawa 
with Lake Olltario, at Kingston, avoidillg 

1he Falls of La Chandiere. The Rideau 
Canal, includiug the rivers ano lakes rbrougb 
which it rasses, is about Ion miles in lellgth; 
jt has tiJrty-sevell locks, 147 feet uy 33 wide; 

the total rise i~ 437 feet; tile sunJlllit reser­
voir' is Llke Hideall, Iwentr-folll' miles ;11 

lellgth. Upwards of £7')0,000. sterling' have 

been expelllieu 011 tlJi~.callal, includiug llJe 
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cost of the military works attached to it. 
Opposite to By town is the town of Hull, ill 
Upper Canada. About one mile further up 
the Ottawa are the Fans of La Chal1diere: 
the river is about one mile broad at the fall, 
and dashes over a rugged cliff upwards of 
fifty feet in height. A bridge bas been 
thrown over the Grande Chaud iere in order 
to unite tbe two Provinces, and is called 
Union Bridge. The River Rideau joins the 
Ottawa about three miles below the Falls 
of the Chandiere, where it forms a pleas­
ing cascade, resembling a white curtain, 
whence its lIame of Rideau. A bout forty 
miles to the north are the Falls of Les Chats, 
and] 40 miles further up is Pointe au Bap. 
t~rne; the channel is here interrupted by 
cataracts and rapids. About 120 miles 
above Pointe au Bapteme is the g-reat branch 
of tbe Ottawa, which flows from Lake Temis­
caming' on the right; and thirty-six miles 
further on are the Falls of Le Paresseux; 
after passing several portages, the river en-
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ters Lake Ni"pissing, which is about fifty 
miles in leng,th, ami filially discharges itself 

into Lake Huron, by the River Trellt, after a 

course of 108 llIiles. Tue whole distance 

frulII Montreal to the upper end of Lake 
Huroll, by the River Ottawa, is nearly 900 

miles, with thirty-six portages to pass. 

After leaving La CLine, to proceed up the 
St. Lawrence, you pass the Illdian village of 

Cogoawaghu, situated 00 tbe opposite side 
of the river, and immediately after enter 

LAKE ST. LOUIS, formed by a junction of 
part of the Ottawa with the St. Lawrence; 

this Lake is about ten miles ill width. Ou 

'lie north ~itle of the lake is the fi/lely 
wooded island of Perrot, nnu 011 the south a 

Juw but ri<.'hly wooded country, through 

which the river Chateallg'HY passes. 
The CASCADES or Spltt Rocks are about 

two miles in length; tile river here pours into 

take St. Louis, 011 the south-east side, with 

illllllellSe rClpidify alllI furet', flowing: ullIongst 
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three different islands: the waters are in a 
constant state of tbe most vIOlent agitation. 

Three miles from the Cascades are the 
RAPIDS OF THE CEDARS, which are formed 
amidst a cluster of islands, where the St. 
Lawrence for about a mile and a half assumes 
a sudden declivity, and drives along a wind. 
ing course with irresistible force. The cas. 
cades are more dangerous tban the rapids, 
and travellers in consequence generally land 
and proceed nine miles by land, to the 
Coteau du Lac. The village of tbe Cedars is 
pleasantly situated in tbe north banks of the 
St. Lawrence, where the agitated state of the 
waters, combined with the view of the rapids 
at Coteau duLac, are exceedingly beautiful. 

It is usual to re-embark in the steam.boat 
at Cotean duLac, just a hove the spl it rocks 
at the lower end of Lake St. Francis, about 
the centre of which, on the north sioe, is 
Point au .Bodet, the BOUNDARY LINE be~ 
tween tbe two Provinces, distant 120 miles 
from Kingston. LAKE ST. FRANCIS is 
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nearly thirty miles long' and fifteen broad at 
its greatest width; its shores are extremely 
fiat. On the north side, at the upper ex­
tremity of the lake, is the Indian settlement 
of St. Regis, the last point on the shores of 
Lower Canada. 

UPPER CANADA. 

The first town in Upper Canada is Lan­
caster, in the settlement of Glengary, on the 
north shore of Lake St. Francis. This town­
ship is watered by three small rivers, and ex­
tends nine miles in front towards the lake; 
the adjoining settlement of Charlottellburgh 
has several small islands fronting it, watered 
by branches of the river Aux Raisins. Op­
posite the) nd ian village of St. Regis, is the 
island of Petite Isle, and another more con­
siderable island, called Grande Isle, lies 
higher up, in front of the township of Corn­
wall, at the head of Lake St. Francis, along 
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which a hrand, of the St. Lnvrence furtns" 
bay. The townships of Kellyon llnd nux ... 
burg'lI are situated in the rear of Cornwall. 

Tbe River St. J~llwr"I\Ce l1.,re /wcomefi) 

very steep, and rnshes along' with immense 
)'::Ipidity bf'tween the isl:mds situnted in this 

channel. The LONGUE S~ UI,T is nirH' milt's 

long-, and so rapid that hO::lts liescend it in 
thirty minutes. At a point of the river w!Jere 

the ballks are about fifty feet in height, tlwre 
is a mag'nificent view of these rapids for art 
extent of two or tbree miles, rendered f'X­

tremely grand hy the continual rOllr of the 
waters: the !'oulh shore, whic·h is separated 

from the rapids by islands, is much Jess 
l)roken,-a canal is however about to bl:' cut 

to avoirl tbese rapids. Opposite to Matilda 

is the isle All Hapi£! PJat. From Johnston 

as far as Kingston, the wMers are only 
brol\en in a few places, and decked vessels 

may navignte thence into Lake Ontario. At 
J>RESCOTT, the St. Lawrence is four miles 

~road; stt'am .. boats usual I y slop at this 
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place, on their way to Kingston, \\ bicb is 
about sixty-tbree miles distant. Opposite 
to Prescott is the American town of Ogdens~ 
burgh. Twelve miles from Prescott is Brock­
ville, I'ery pleasantly situated, and carrying 
on a considerable trade with the United 
States. Elizabethtown joins Augusta, and 
is well watered by three small rivers flowing 
from Lake Torianto. Tbe river here spreads 
itself into a width of ten to twelve miles; 
and being interspersed with a multitude of 
islands, is called the LAKE OF THE THOU­

SAND JSLANDS, forming a most picturesque 
scene. The river Gannflnoqui, which flows 
through the township of Leeds, possesses at 
ils mouth a good harbour. Pitsburgh inter­
venes behl'een Leeds and Kingston; Gaona­
noqui is thirty-two miles from BrockviHe. 
There are several considerable saw and grist 
mills sjtuated on tbis river and that of La 
Petite Nation, which streams also abound 
with salmon. 

E 
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KINGSTON is situated at the mouth of the 
river Cataraqui, which joins tbe St. Law~ 
renee at the bottom d Lake Ontario; it 
possesses au excellent harbour, and vessels 
can lay dose in with the sbore. The Dock. 
yard is situated at Point Frederick, and well 
def€uded by the forts at Point Henri. The 
appearance of this town is very pleasing', and 
in its vicinity ~,'8 some valuable quarries of 
white stone. K:ng'ston is sitl1a{~d in lat. 
44° 8' north, and 75° 41' west long., about 
190 miles from Iviontreal. During summer 
the harbour is crowded with sloops, Durham 
boats, Batteaux, and scows; a Durham boat 
will carry from forty to fifty tons, tbe Bat­
teaux about c:x, and the scows, which are 
flat bottomed boats, will carry from 400 to 

500 barrets of flour. The population of 
Kingston is about 5000. j-\bont fifty miles 
across Lnke Ontario is the American town of 
Oswego, wil(,llce steam-boats communicate 
with Kingston; Oswego is about 80 LUiles 
from Uttica, and 350 from New York. 
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LAKE ONT ARlO opens fuJ) in view after 
leaving Kingston; it is about 180 miles in 
length, 40 to 50 broad, and about 450 in 
circumference: it is the deepest of all the 
lakes in Canada, and its waters are about 220 
feet above the level of the sea. There are 
upwards of thirty islands dispersed about in 
various parts of tbe lake, tbe largest of which 
are Wolfe's and Amberst Islands, near to 
Kingston; the former is twenty miles long, 
by five or six wide, and tbe latter ten miles 
in length, by six in width. 

A little above Kingston is a long islet, 
forming the BAY OF QUINTE, an excellent 
and safe harbour; tbis bay winds beautifully 
up the country for nearly fifty miles, receiv­
ing the waters of several rivers, particularly 
tbose of tbe Trent, which latter communicates 
with numerous lakes in tbe interior; between 
the Bay of Quinte and Lake Ontario is tbe 
peninsula of Prince Edward. The soil near 
the Bay of Quinte is extremely fertile, and 
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the country abounds with red cedar of ex­
cellent quality; salt springs are also foullt.! 
in tbe vicinity. Steam-boats depart almost 
daily from Kingston for the head of the Bay 
of Quillte, whence there is a tolerable good 
road to York, distant abollt 100 miles, pass­
ing- along the shores of Lake Ontario, through 
Cobourg and Port Hope; in the rear of the 
latter lays Rice Lake. At Duffin's Creek, 
near Pickering, is a productive salmon and 
sturgeon fishery. The banks of Lake On­
tario are more elevated about the township 
of Scarborough than in any other port. 

YORK is the capital of Upper Canada, and 
is situated in lat. 43° 45' north. The popu­
lation amounts to about 4000; it bas a very 
s:)fe harbour, formed by a long- narrow pe­

iI insula, ('ailed Gibraltar Point. At the hat'k 
of the town commences Yonge Street, lead­
ing to Lake Simcoe. and thence to Glollcester 
Bay, ill Lake Huron. The only public 
buildings worth notice are the parliament 
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house, the hospital, and the co\lege, all which 
are of brick; a university is also building. 
Tbere is a good market, but provisions are 
dearer than in Montreal. 

LAKE SIMCOE is about thirty-two miles 
north of York ~ this lake is forty-two miles 
long by twelve broad; and commllnicate& by 
the River Severn with Glollcestel' Bay in 
Lake Huron; tbe land about Lake Simcoe 
is considered very excellent. 

BURLINGTON BAY is a fine sbeet of water, 
formed by a breakwater in front, ".lith richly 
wooded high Jand ill the rear, and is one of 
the most beautiful spots in Upper Canada; 
a light-house has been erected here. At the 
})ead of Burlington Bay are tbe villages of 
Aocaster and Dundas; there is a good road 
from Dundas to Amherslberg, at the head of 
Lake Erie, 218 miles distant, with others to 
Guelph and Goderich; there is also a goood 
road from Ancaster to Niagara, and anothel' 
from Niagara to Detroit. The scenery on the 

E3 
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rond from Niagal'<I 10 QuC'enstowII IS \'ery 

pJetlsipg·. 
The WELLAND CAN.\L is forty-one miles 

IOllg from Twelve .Mile Creek, where it joins 
the river Ollse, tlJrl;'e to four miles from its 
Hlollth; its width is fifty-six feet, and depth 
eight and a h<llf,-the summit level is 320 
feet, aud there are thirty-seven locks, 100 
feet long by 22 wide; it CO!'l[ upwards of 
£270,000. sterl iug. Vessels of 120 tons bur­
then can pass from Lake Ontario into Erie, 
through the 'Vellaud Cana~, which is how. 
ever about to be deepened, in order to admit 
the passage of vessels of greater burthen.­
Produce may be conveyed from Lake Erie 
to Montreal, througoh the WeIland and Rideau 
canals, in seven or eight days; the passage 
is geuerally stopped from the end of Novem­
ber to t he end of April. 

lmmediately above QUEENSTOWN stands 
General Brock's monument, whellce there is 
a beautiful prospect. Tbe river Niagara, at 
Queenstown, is about half a mile broad, and 
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twenly-fi ve feet deep; Ilear Queenstown is 
the village of St. Catherine's, celebrated for 
ils salt springs. 

The WHIRLPOOL is situated about four 
miles from QueenstowlI, and eight from the 
Fans of Niagara, and is occasioned by the 
violent cnrrent issuing from the latter, the 
water being precipitated over a sudden slope 
upwards of fifty feet bigh, into a semi~circu­
lar basin, revolves round in a continual edd y, 
rising and falling about two feet and a half 
every minute, and then rushes out between 
the narrow cliffs, which are here 300 feet ill 
height. 

Following the River Niagara from Lake 
Erie, the water flows smoothly on for some 
miJes, until Grand Island divides the river 
for about ten miles, forming Black Rock 
Harbour on the American side, and Chippewa 
on the British, the stream afterwards uniting 
at Navy Island; the river here is two miles 
broad, but suddenly contracts to less than 
half a mile, and its current increases from 
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three to eight miles, until it approaches the 
GRAND FALLS. By the interposition of Goat 
Island, the river is separated into three parts, 
forming the Great Horse-shoe Fall, on the 
western or British side, and those of Fort 
Slausr,er and Montmorenci, on the American. 
The larger island is about 960 feet broad, 
and the smaller one only about thirty. Tbe 
three falls describe a crescent, and tbe 
breadth of the whole is about a mile and a 
quarter; the fall on the British side is about 
2100 feet broad and 150 feet high, and that 
on the American about 1140 feet broad and 
160 high; the precipice over which the cata­
ract rolls is projected fifty feet beyond its 
base, the torrent forming an immense curtain 
of water, and which may be passed under 
for thirfy or forty yards. There is a bridge 
thrown over to Goat Island from the Ameri. 
can side. The waters of the Horse-shoe Fall 
at the edg'e of tbe Table Rock, are of a 
brownish cast, further on of a brilliant white, 
and in the ceutre of a brilliant green; a 
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cloud of thick vapour rises in the ('cntre, 
and has been obsened un a clear day at 

ninety miles distance; the spray lllay be dis­
tinclly seen two wiles oft~ anti the soulld is 

beard at a distance of len miles. The must 

striking' view of the Falls is from the bottom, 
below on the Britiii;h side, or from Table 
Rock, which is 011 a level,,, ilh the edge of 

the Great Cataract. At Banders, about two 
miles down the river, there is a fine pros­
pect of the Falls, the Rapids, and Goat 

Island. 
The descent of the RAPIDS, which com­

mences near the village of Chippewa, two 

miles above the Great Fall, is ninety feet; 
the clislance from the commencement of the 

Rapids above the pitch, is 148 feet, and the 

total altitude frolll the top of the Rapids to 

the bottom of the Fall is 207 feet. 
The Hiver Ni;lgara is 36 miles in lellgth 

fn,lIU Lake Olltario to Lakp. Erie; alld is sup­

posed 10 tall upwards of aoo feet between 

the two Lakes. L\KE ERIE is about ::!70 
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miles ill length, 30 to 35 miles broad, and 
upwards of 700 in circumference; it is the 
shallowest of all the lakes, and its waters 
are occasionally exceedingly rough, parti­
cularly at the northern extremity: there are 
fourteen islands on this lake; its surface 
is upwards of 300 feet above the level of 
Ontario. 

Opposite to Fort Erie is the American 
town of Buffalo, where the GRAND ERIE 

CANAL commences, which connects Lake 
Erie with the River Hudson. This canal is 
363 miles in length, 18 feet wide at the bot­
tom, and 40 at tile surface: there are eighty­
three locks, each 90 feet long by 15 wide; 
and eighteen aq ued ucts. The Erie Canal 
was eight years in completing, and cost up­
wards of £1,400,000. ster1ing. The canal 
boals take from thirteen to fourteen days 
from Lake Erie to New York, the goods 
being transhipped at Albany. 

The River Ouse is 150 miles iong. and na­
vigable for thirty miles. The town of Guelph 
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is situated on the Speed, one of its branches. 
At the mouth of the Ouse is Sberbrook a , 
naval depot. Port Talbot is nearly equi­
distant between Niagara and Detroit. The 
River Detl'Oit unites Lake Erie with Lake 
St. Clair, the navigation to which is not in­
terrupted. 

LAKE ST. CLAIR is thirty miles long and 
nearly the same breadth; the River Thames 
runs into it, and the towns of Lond(Jn, Chat­
ham, and Oxford are situated on its banks. 
There is a large Delta at the upper end of 
Lake St. Clair, wbere tbe River St. C][lir 
runs into Lake Horon. 

LAKE HURON is about 250 miles long and 
120 broad; its waters are about 570 feet 
above the level of the sea. The lands be­
long-ing to the Canada Company commence 
in lat. 43° north, and extend sixty miles up 
the eastern sbore. Georgia Bay, at tbe head 
of Lake Huron is ]20 miles long and 50 
broad, and at the extremity of which is Pen­
tagusbine, a small naval depot. 
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The navigation to Lake Michigan, through 
the Straits of Mackil1imakinak, is deep and 
safe; but the passag-e to Lake Superior is 
interrupted by tue Rapids and Falls of St • 
.Martyr. LAKE SUPERIOR is about 360 
miles long by 140 at its greatest breadth: 
its waters are nearly ]000 feet above the 
level of the sea. From lhe entrance of the 
River St. Lawrence to the head of Lake 
Superior is about 2100 miles. 

REMARKS ON THE CLIMATE, SOIL, PRODUCE, AND 

AGRICULTURE OF UPPER CANADA. 

THE CLIMATE of Upper Canada has not as 
yet attained that degree of salubrity it pro­
bably will when the woods are more cut 
down, which will render the atmosphere 
drier, witb Jess rain and snow: the more 
western parts of the Province are generaJJy 
healthy and agreeable, but the district about 
Lake St. Clair is reckoned sickly; intermit. 



49 

tent fevers are the prevailing complaints, and 
generally commence with the great heats in 
June: agues are common in tbe autumn, and 
are difficult to get rid of: rheumatic com­
plaints are also frequent amongst the labour­
ing classes. Tbe winter is the most healtby 
season. 

SEASoNs.-January is generally the cold­
est month of the year. The temperature in 
January and February frequently averages 
15° below the freezing point of Fahrenheit. 
The spring commences in March, but the early 
part of that month is often rainy, damp, and 
tempestuous. Towards the end of A pril the 
roads become dry, vegetation com menees, 
and the fields afford a little pasture for cat­
tIe; in May, the eartb is covered with ver­
dure, and the buds of tbe trees expand with 
astonishing rapidity. In June, the orchards 
are in fuJi blossom; and a cloudless sky with 
a clear atmosphere prevail; but in July or 
August the heat sometimes averages 80° or 
90°, and mosquitoes and flies then become 

}<' 
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very troublesome. October is generally n 
delightful dry month, with mild weather, 
and dear frosty nights. The early part of 
November is called tbe Indian summer, from 
the genial warmth which then pre'lails; the 
atmosphere is hazy, there being seldom any 
winds, and a l)alo often encircles tbe sun. 
Snow g'cnerfllly begins to fall the latter end 
of November or commencement of De­
cember. 

WJNDs.-Tbe winds blow from the soutb~ 
west twu-thirds of the summer montbs; and 
in passing over the lakes collect an unplea~ 
sant moisture, which is most disagreeable in 
spring and autumn, although generally mo­
derate with a clear sky. The north.east and 
east winds are damp and chiily, bringing 
continned rains in summel' and snow in win. 
tel'. North-west winds are the coldest, but 
the air is then always dry and elastic. South 
winds are soft, and accompanied with thaws 
or mins. Strong gales of wind generally 
occur about the middle or latter end of Oc-



51 

fober: squalls arc frequent in tbe vicinity of 
high lands. 

'VEATHER.-Rains pr(~vajl most ill the 
spring and autumn, but May and June are 
sometimes extremely \Yet: fogs are almost 
unknown, and mists seldom occur inland. 
The montb in w bich the snow begins to faB, 
and that of its disappearance, are the most 
ullpleasant months of the year, as it is then 
hardly possible to stir Ollt of the hOllse. The 
snow uSllally lays on the grol1nd for six or 
seven weeks; it is seldom more tban 1\-"1'0 

feet deep and always soft; travelling is tben 
performed in sleighs; one pail' of horses will 
draw with ease a tOll weight on the snow, 
and travel forty to fifty miles in a day. In 
w inter the thermometer occasionally stands 
several degrees below Zero, but seldom con­
tinues so for more than three or four days, 
and the culd is by no means unpleasant: a 
dry cold air contracts tbe pores of the skin, 
and is ill some measure a remedy for its in­
tenseness. It seldom snows when the ther-
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mometer is below Zero, an~ tbe sky is often_ 
times brig-ht and c10udless in winter for 
weeks together; although the air is tben ex. 
tremely keen, it is Lracing, and lUay be borne 
without illcon venience. 

AURORA BOREALIS.-This beautiful phe­
nomenon appears at all seasons, but princi­
pally from June until August; its appear­
ance is generally announced by a crackling 
noise; the clouds in the east begin to ex­
plode, first from the north and then from tbe 
south, meeting in the centre; they exhibit 
every variety of shade, frolll the deepest 
crimson to a pale yellow: at one time it 
appears in distant rays of light, but most 
frequently in a broad crescent, with the ex­
tremities touching the horizon, and the inner 
line strongly marked, the space within being 
dark; it then usually changes into magnifi­
cellt columns, which move towards the Ze­

niTh, and ligbt the firmament with most lu­
minous colout's, vanishing alld re-appeariug 
fre(IUelltly. The AurOl'a Borealis mostly ap. 
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pears during the last quarter of the moon, 

from the hours of ten at night until two in 

the morning. 
The WATER of the lakes is soft and salu­

brious; most oflhe land-springs however con. 

tract a slight t3ste of limestone, with which 
they are impregnated; water in low lands is 

not ,so pure nor so limpid as that from the 
hms; but good springs Clre universal1y found 
either on the surface or by digging' for them. 

MINERAL PRODUCTIOlis.-Beds of lime­
stone' are to he found throughout most dis­

tricts of Upper Canada, and are useful both 
in buildillg as well as for agricdtural pur­

poses. Gypsum is oh~ained i.1 In''ge quan­
tities on the banks of the River Ouse, and is 
used in making plaster of Paris for manure. 
One lon of gypsum, when grollnd, will g'ive 

twenty-six to twenty-eig·!Jt busbels of pIas­
ter, which is sold for about 30s. a ton at the 
quarry; one bushel is sufficient fol' an acre 
of 1and; and light sandy IJOt soils will pro­
duce one.thinl more from its use; it also 

F' 3 
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kil1s the worms, and checks weeds and 
rushes; it does not, however, answer neat' 
the sea, nor on wet stiff lands, having the 
property of attracting the humidity of the 
atmospbere. Clay for making bricks and 
pottery is fonnd more or less. Pipe-day is 
to be had near Burlington. Salt springs 
are met with at Wentwortb, St. Catherine's, 
Salt fleet, and Barton; and salt might be 
made equal to that supplied from the salt. 
works at Onandago, in the United Slates, 
where it costs 17s.6d. a barrel of eight 
bushels; it is estimated tbat upwards of 
100,000 dollars a year are paid to (be United 
States for this article. The salt produced 
from these springs does not, however, answer 
so well for salting provisions as the English 
does. Salt sells for about 3s. 6d. a bushel 
retail ill Upper Canada. 

The SOl L in Upper Canada is a1 most every 
where excellent, and easy of cultivation: the 
jntenseness of the frost in winter breaks down 
and ameliorates tbe stiff' clayey soils, and 
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renders them so friable, that Jand does not 
require half the labour it does in England. 
A brown clay and loam) with a small por­
tion of marl, intermixed with Dlore or Jess 
white sand, generally predominate: the sur­
face is usually composed of the deposit of 
decayed leaves and wood, forming a ricb coat 
of vegetable mould, varying in depth from 
one to three inches, and which will yield 
several successive crops without manure. 
Where hard timber, such as maple, beech, 
black. birch, black walnut, elm, and oak 
pretlominate, the soil usually consists of a 
deep black loam; but where fir and hemlock 
are intermixed, the soil is clayey; on elevated 
situations, however, where they grow alone, 
it is usually sandy: sandy soils are unfa­
vourable for grass, but with the use of gyp­
sum they will produce the heaviest crops of 
wheat, Indian corn, and clover. In wet 
seasons the clayey soils will furnish the 
most grass. On the banks of rivers there 
are rich tracts of alluvial soil to be met with, 
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beyond which portions of tLe land rise in 
fine elevation; the counuy is, however, g'e­
nerally ]evel. 

CLEARING LAND.-An able bodied man 

can cut down the trees on an acre of land in 
the course of a week, and without over­
working himself, may clear, fence, and put 
under crop, ten acres of h~nd in twelve 
months. In felling trees, a notch is gene_ 
ra]Jy cut into each side of d18 tree, about two 
or tbree feet from the ground, and rather 
more than half through the sieJe on which it 
is intended to fa H; tbe trees are all felled in 
the same direction, and after the principal 
branches :lre lopped ofr, tbe logs nre cut into 
lengths of ten to t weI ve feet, this is called 
junking: one .. 1RH can cut down and pl'epare 
twenty to twenty-five trees in a day. The 
logs are generally left in this state until the 
month ofM.ay, when the whole of the branches 
of one foot diameter and under, tog'ethel' with 
the small wood, are burnt; and the large logs 
drawn away and ~£\wed lip for various PIH-



57 

poses. Girdling trees is effected by cUlling 
a notch or circle all round throu~h tbe bark, 
by which the sap is prevented rising, and tbe 
tree being deprived of its nourishment, the 
branches cease to grow. The surface of tbe 
eartb, after the wood is burnt. is merely raked 
over with a hoe or harrow, and without 
further preparation the seed is sown, as Ilew 
Jand does not require plollg'bing. 

The roofs of most trees in Canada run 
horizontally along the surface of the earth, 
and so close to it, that there is but very little 
hold or depth of root. The roots of spruce, 
beech, birch, and maple, decay in about fOllr 
or five years, but those of hemlock, cedar, 
spruce, and pine last much longer, particu­
larly the latter, owing to the quantity of 
resinous matter contained in them. Stumps 
in a certain state of decay are said to become 
injurious to health: some people dig them 
up, and lellve them on the surface to dry, 
where they bul'll them afler two or three 
years: rooting' out stumps is, however, a very 
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expensive and laborious operation, anu as 
much as £15. an acre bas been paid for it. 
A patent has, IJOwever, lately been taken out 
by all American for a machine to eradicate 
stumps: the maciJinE'fY is made of wrought 
iron, and requires two horses to work it; be 
cbarges half a dollar for eradicating each 
stump. Every year bas some effect upon 
the appearance of the stumps, and by tbis a 
person may judge of the period when the 
land was cleared. For the first two or thl'ee 
years after the trees are cut down, the stumps 
require to bave the young shoots or branches, 
which spring out, cut off. Scorched timber 
becomes very hard and difficult to cut down, 
and also takes a longer time to decay, fire 
might therefore be of service in seasoning 
timber; the wood work of houses and furni­
ture being very apt to crack when cold nil' 
is Jet into a heated room. Forest trees are 
generally found growing' eight feet apart, tbe 
illtermed iate space being filled II p with brush 
wood. Wide ronds are always dangerous to 
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the traveller in windy weather. Trees are 
not generaHy found so large in tbeir girth as 
in their heig-ht, being frequently upwards of 
one hundred feet bigh. Black and yellow 
birch, elm and ash, denote good soils; maple 
and hemlock, rich soils: white birch, spruce, 
nnd trees of stunted growth, inferior soils. 
The sugar map~e is the tree of principal 
gTowth, and its strength denotes the power 
of the soil; next come beech, elm, and bass. 
Elevated dry lands afford growth to oak and 
IJickory. I~ow lands produce walnut, asb, 
poplar, cherry, beech, maple, alld elm. 
Swamps are covered with cypress and cedar. 
Pine abounds most on the banks of smaH 
rivers and creeks. Hemlock is usually fOlllld 
lIear streams. Cherry, black walnut, birch, 
and oak, are met with, dispersed about. Trees 
felled in the winter and autumn, yield a 
much superior timber to those cut down in 
the spring and summer, the wood being 
found more tenaciolls and durable; besides, 
which, the- leaves aud stloOts afford good 
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food for the cattle d !lI'in~' the winter. The 
best season for peeling off the bark or rind 
of the trees, is from the middle of May to the 
middle of July. 

CROPS. 

WHEAT is the grain most raised. A 
bushel is the average quantity sown on 
new lands; old landsrequire from one quarter 
to one half bushel more, and as the season 
advances the quantity of seed should be in. 
creased: two large a quantity of seed tends, 
however, to deteriorate the grain, particularly 
when sown in the spring, as from the quick. 
ness of vegetation, the stalks often become dried 
up before the ear has received sufficient nou. 
rishment to swell tbe grain. The earlier tbe 
seed is put in the better, as the plant becomes 
firmer rooted, and is not so liable to be in­
jured by the frost iu the spring. Wheat sown 
in the spring is neither so prodl1ctive nor so 
safe a crop, in Upper Canada, as when sown 
in the fall,' the latter ripening three to fOllr 
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weeks earl ier: it is however considered that 
spring wheat yields a more nutricious and 
paJatable flour, althollgh not so white as the 
produce of winter wheat, which latter ~ene .. 
rally turns out a heavier and plumper grain. 
Ploughing for spring wheat usually com­
mences the first or second week in A prj}, and 
the seed Dlay be sown from the middle of 
April to the middle of May. Winter wheat 
is put in from the first to the third week in 
September. Wheat ofIen fails from the grain 
being cbecked in ripening, by rust or blight, 
but good seed, early sowing, and the use of 
lime will generally ensure a good crop: the 
seed ought also to be changed as often as 
convenient. Wheat in Canada is not so 
liable to be injured by the fly as it is in the 
United States, but birds and squirrels are 
very troublesome among the crops. Wheat 
on new lands returns an average produce of 
twenty-five to thirty bushels an acre, on old 
lands from twenty to twenty.five, but in 
wet seasons not above fifteen to twenty. The 

G 
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average produce in England is eighteen 
bushels from three of seed. Canada wheat 
is heavier, harder, and yieids more flour than 
Baltic wheat, the usual returns being 50Ibs. 
weight of flour per bushel; the Canada 
bushel is generalJy cakulated to weigb only 
60tbs., whereas tbe English bushel w~ighs 
701bs., eight bushels, making one q'-iJ:~er. 

In the U ililed Sfates fi ve bushe!s of wueat 
are reckoned equal to one barrel of flour, 
weighing 1961b8. nett. The flour made in 
the British Provinces is not in general so 

n:ue:h esteemed as that of the United Stales, 
owing to want of attention on the part of 
the millers in not griuding the wheat, nor 
bolting the flour properly. Wbeat is gene. 
rally collected by the &ea11'r8 in the months 
of February and March, 111 order to be sent 
to Montreal and Quebec as soon as tbe ice 
breaks up: it is often very foul from the 
weeds, and the negligence of most farmers 
in not cleaning- and (~rying it with sufficient 
care; the wheat therefore requires to be 



63 

sifted before it can be exported, and, ill con­
sequence, seldom answers to the original 
measure. ]f the farmer would put his wheat 
twice through the fan, he would bave the 
wasle to feed his pigs, and the remainder 
would bring more money than what it other­
wise sells foJ', by saving the merchant at 
Montreal, a loss of weight and expellee of 
labour. 

BUCK W"HEAT is cultivated to a consider. 
able extent, and yields about thirty bushels 
an acre from tbree pecks of seeu. 

RYE succeeds wel), and will give twenty 
busbels an acre; it is most]y used for the 

purposes of distillation. 
OATS are indifferent, being light and small 

ill the grain, and not nutricious, supposed to 
be owing- to a want of good seed: one bushel 
of oats wiJ! yield about 161bs. of meal. 

BARLEY is but little cultivated, the weather 
being too warm and dry to favour its grc";vlh: 

maltillg is also rather difficult, owing to tbe 
seasons varying' so much in tel1lperature, and 
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the beer and spirits llI:1de from it are cunse. 
quently seldom g·ood. Winter barley or 
here is, however, said to malt tolerably 
wpl/. 

MILLET is a useful grain, although bllt 

little cultivated: three quarts of seed are 
sufficient for one acre, which, 011 good lands, 
will prod uce as much as forty bushels: 
millet will ripen if sown in tbe end of June, 
and makes better bread than rye. 

hOYAN CORN is much cultivated, and 
yields Jargely, if not injured by the frosts; 
the average produce is thirty to thirty-five 
bushels, forty is reckoned a g'ood crop: it is 
generally planted about the end of May. 
The leaves and tops of the Indian corn make 
excellent winter food for cattle. 

POT ATOES succeed well, but are generally 
inferior in quality, being for the most part 
watery and badly flavoured: they retufU 
from 170 to 200 bushels pel' acre. Puta­
toes are genet'ally planted in round hollows, 

three to four inches deep, and fifteen 10 
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twenty broad: three to fi ve sets are planted 
in each hollow, which are then covered over 
with :'I hoe: it is sllpposed, however, tbey 
would ans'"er betler if planted in drills. 

TURNIPS fOflll a valuable crop, as winter 
food for caule, and return from 200 to 300 
bushels per acre. Turnips <Ire larger and 
produce more \",'hen driHed, as the seed is 
better deposited, and the roots of the plants 
come more in contact with the soi1. Swe­
dish turnips require a better soil than the 
common sort; they also keep much better in 
the spring, and cattle require less hay with 
tbem. Tbe common turnip is lIsually watery 
and not so solid. .Mangel wurzel is, how~ 
ever, cultivated in preference to turnips, as 
it is not affected by the fly. 

PUMPKfNS Of gourds give a more abun­
dant produce than turnips, and will weigh as 
much as 301bs. to 401bs. eacb: they are 
also more liked by tbe cattle, aod do out 
communicate any unpleasant flavour to the 
milk; salt is generally mixed with them. 

G3 
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Pumpkin seeds may be planted or scauel'eJ 
ill the interstices, between tbe rows of Illdian 
corn. 

HAY AND CLOVER.-The meadows in Ca­
nada possess a fine close turf, well covered 
at the roots with clover, but can only be 
mowed once a year, owing to tbe Jateness of 
the spring; indeed the great beats and long 
droughts render meadows for the most part 
unproductive. Timothy gTass, which is in­
digenolls in Canada, having immense roots, 
elldures the heats of SlImmer better than any 
other sort. Clover returns about three tons 
per acre, two tous the first cut and one the 
second. Plaster of Paris is very useful flS 

a mallnre for g'rasses, particularly clover, 
which it causes to grow higher, to become of 
a darker and more brilliant green, with 
thicker and longer leaves: it should be 
spread ill tbe autumn, previous to a slight 
rain, about as much plaster as seed. No 
meadows will bear cutting for many succes­

sive years without deteriorating in quantity 
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and generally in quality: every three or 
foor years it would be advisable tu plough 
up and sow grain, and alternate grass and 
grain, especially upon light soils: clover 
is all excellent preparation for a wheat crop. 
It is generally calculated in England, that 
grass made into hay loses by heat and eva­
poratioll fi ve-sixths of its weight. The 
grass shonld be cut before it fully opens into 
bloom; m03t gTasses losing one-third of their 
nutritive qualities, as well as weight, by be. 
ing allowed to stand for seed; whereas, by 
cutting early, a second crop may often be 
secured. Hay-makers shollld follow the 
mowers within a few bours after the grass is 
cut, tuming it over, and gatbering it up into 
stacks, two or three times in rapid succession. 
If hay is stacked with the layers of last year's 
straw in the proportion of one-third, or even 
one-half, the whole will form excellent fod­
del': the layers of hay may be sprinkled 
with a peck to a peck and a half of salt, 
which will check the wasting fermentation; 
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and hay p"ep:1red in tl;is manner is relished 
by borses and cattle in preference to any 
olher.4;' 

Hops thrive well in Canada, and the 

flower is larger them t!lat of the English 
phwt: they sell for about Is. 6d. 

FRUl'fS.-The soil and climate are alike 
favourable for the growth of fruits: fruit is, 
Lowevel't but ] itt12 nttended to, excepting 
apples, wbich are fine, for cycler. Cycler 
sells for about lOs. per barrel, of thirty-two 
gallons. Apple trees should be planted 
above thirty feet asunder, with a peach tree 
between; they lIsually bear fruit in five 
years from the pip. The apples peculiar to 
Canada, and which are reckoned very fine, 
are the russet or grey apple, the hawthorn 
dean or snOiV apple, the famous pippin, and 

the bOllraso. 
HEMP.-The cultivBt;on of hemp in Ca­

nada, if properly encouraged, might be at­
tended with the most beneficial results, bOlh 
to the grower as wen as the exp~l'ter, and 



6H 

would no doubt mpet with every encourage­
ment from the government at home. The 
soil and climate of V pper Canada are pecu­
Jiarly favourable for the growth of hemp, 
and if a moderate capital were employed in 
purchasing- the article of the grower, at a 
fixed price, proper places being appointed 
for receiving and dressing it, a fair ind uce. 
ment would perhaps be held out for parties 
to make trial of a certain quantity on their 
respective farms. 

Hemp is peculiarly adapted for first crops 
after the land is cleared, the soil being gene­
rally too rich for grain, and it does not ex­
haust the land more than any other crop, if 
the seed is not left to ripen. The swamps 
where the ash grows, generally contain a rich 
black alluvium, ano make exce1Jent ground 
for hemp, s!:ll,ding two or three crops; its 
strong effect Oil the soil rendering the latter 
more fit afterwnrus for wheat; the rich mea­
dows bv the ri VPI" sides and intervale lands 
are also wt'll adapted for hemp; this plant 



70 

has the property of extirpating- caterpillars 
wherever it is grown, and is therefore useful 

in hedge rows. 
The following' practice has been pursued 

with the cultivation of hemp in Lower Ca. 
nada.-After ploughing the land three times, 
the seed is sown broadcast, about three 
bushels to an acre, after which the land is 
harrowed; the male hemp is pulled about 
the first week in September, laid out in rows, 
and turned ovea' until sufficiently dried-it 
is then steeped in poo1s of stagnant water, 
about three feet deep, and being well covered 
over, is left there for a week or a fortnight, 
according to the t2mperntme of the atmos. 
phere; when the bemp peels easily from thr 
stalk, it is taken out to drain, and tboroughly 
dried. The frost is found to assist in de­
stroying the glutinous matter, and facilitate 
the separation of the hemp from the pitb. 
lVater retting is considered preferable to dew 
fetting, as: tbe artides manufactured from 
iJemp, prepared by the latter process, are 
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found to decay sooner when exposed to the 
weather; hemp should be pulled when the 
bloom falis, and before the boll is formed; 
seed bemp is left until the first week in Oc~ 
tober, and after the plants have been t.hird 
for a couple of days, the seed is then thrashed 
out; the quality of the hemp prod l!ceJ from 
the seed plant is inferior to that produced 
from the male plant, which becomes toug h 
from being dressed Jate in the seaso~, as the 
plant does not clry so well, and it is also ge­
nerally calculated that the prod l1ee is about 
one.third less. The average return of an 
acre sown wifh hemp in Lower Canada for 
three years, was 6 cwt. of clean dressed 
hemp of the be§t quality; wberBa" the pro­
duce in England is only from 450 :bs. to 
5001bs. of clean dressed bemp pe.' acre, 
with about fourteen bushels of seed. An 
acre of Jand sown wilh hemp, in Upper 
Canada, ·is estimated to produce an aver­
age crop of two tons of raw hemp, yield­
ing, wben dressed, half a tOil of dean 
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hemp, besides eight or ten buslaels of seed: 
the expense of seed. culture, and harvestillg 
may be taken at £4. 15s. an acre; and the 
cost of dressing, owing to tbe high price of 
labour, comes to about as much more, mak. 
ing in all about £19. currency per ton of 
clean hemp, or £ 17. sterling: from this, 
however, ought to be deducted the value 
of the seed, which, at to.v. per bushel, would 
of itself nearly repay the ex pense of cultiva. 
tion. The carriage of the hemp frum Upper 
Canada to Montreal, shipping expenses and 
agency there, with the freight and insurance 
to England, may amount to about £/S, or 
£9. a ton more, and, as hemp, the produce 
of tbe British colonies, pays no duty in Eng­
land, it migbt probably be delivered fOl' 

£25. a ton, leaving a fair margin for profit, 
supposing it to be of a good merchantable 
quality. Tbe dressing of bemp in the winter 
season would afford employment to a num­
ber of hands w ben other occupations are 
stopped; nevertheless, if hemp could be 
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sent to England in a raw state, and it has 
been ascertained, that by keeping it in stacks 
durillg the winter, the frost rendel's it more 
p]j~nt and easier to dres.;,;, a great saving of 
expense might be efleeted, as it could be 
dressed better and cheaper in En<Yland tban 

. 0 

in Canada, and any difference ill freight 
would not be an object. 

FLAx.-The seed may either be sown 
broad east 01' drilled at about nine inches inter­
val and covered over with a light harrow: if 
grown for seed, two bushels will be soHicient 
for an acre, nut if for the flax, as much as fOll" 
bushels wi)] be required; for if sown too thin 
on a fine soil. the stems will grow far apart 
from each other and branch out; the bark 
being also more ex posed to the sun becomes 
rigid and dark coloured, and therefore in the 
different processes it bas to undergo of fet­
ting, dressing, and bleaching. is more liable 
to fret or break. Most of the flax intended 
for seed is sown in the autumn; the plants 
require to he carefully weeded. When flax 

H 
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is pulled befol'e the seed is ripe, it is called 
white flax, and seed flax if left to ripen. 
When ripe, it is pulled and made up into 
small bundles, and laid On the ground a 

day or two lo dry, after which it is carried 
to be steeped in st~gnant water, being placed 
with the tops uppermost, and covered over 
with sods; this is called water retting, and is 
considered preferahle to dew retting. When 
sufficiently steeped the tops will come off, 
and the flax easily parts from the boon; it 
must afterwards be spread ill a meadow, and 
left in the rain until tbe soil is completely 
wasbed off, turning it over I1ntil the ooon 

separates; it is then gathered up, and when 
perfectly dry, may be put into a slack 01' 

barn. Seed flax may either be whipped Ollt 

in the field, or stacked up until the spring. 
The produce of "an acre will average about 
600 Ibs.; and the expense of seed, culti­
vating, harvesting', and dressing. comes to 
about £8. an acre. 

Bmcu.-This tree may be tapped for its 
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juice, ill a similar manner to tl;e maple, about 
the beginning of April, or before the leaves 
appear: if tbe tree is large, it will admit of 
beillg tapped in three or four places, alld will 
yield several gallons of juice, which may be 
cOllverted into a good substitute for wine, 
requiring about 41b8. of sugar to every 
gallon of juice. There are three sorts of 
birch trees in Canada, the black, the yellow, 
and the white; tbe wood of the two former 
is tough, and possesses a fine curled grain, fit 
for cabinet-makers' use. White birch fur. 
nisbes the bark from which the canoes are 
made. The branches of tbe birch tree make 
the best charcoal. 

BEEcH.-The nuts of the beech tree af. 
ford by compressiun, an oil, said to be nearly 
equal to tbat of tbe olive, and the refuse serves 
to filttl'n caule; tbe leaves of the tree are 
used for stuffillg mattresses. Beech wood 
yielus 'he llIost potash; it is also lIsed by 
turllers for making chairs, &c. 

BLACK WALNUT, COUllllouJy called butter-
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nut; this wood is used by furniture-makers, 
and the bark serves for dyeing; an extract 
from it is used in medici ne as an aperient. 
The fruit makes excellent pickles. 

PINE.-The white and yellow, or Wey­
mouth pine, is one of the loftiest trees in tbe 
forest, and will grow to the height of 120 to 

130 feet; the medium size is 60 feet by 20 
inches: this tree furnishes the most useful 
wood of any, from it softness, strength, and 
durability; and is principally used in house 
building. The red pine is, however, harder, 
stronger, and more durable than tbe white, 
being closer in the grain, but is not so 
abundant as the latter. Pine is called white 
or red, not from tbe colour of the wood, but 
the hue of the bark. Pine is usua]]y met 
witb in sandy districts. 

SPRUCE, or black pine, is a taIl strait tree; 
the wood is hard, but not so durable as the 
white pine; this tree furnishes tbe essence 
called spruce. 

HEJllLOCK, or Canadian pine, grows very 
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larg'e, and furnishes a durable wood, btlt not 
fit fbr carpenters' use; it is. however, of im­
mense streng'lb, and exceHent for out.door 
work, f,'om its enduring the alternation of 
wet and dry better than any other wood. 
It makes good lath-wood, amI its bark is 
useful in tanning. TI:is tree is usually fouod 
near streams. 

LARCH, also called tamarack, grows tall 
and strait, but not very large; it is preferred 
to the red pine for ship-building. 

BASS, 01' plantane, produces a soft wood, 
fit for tm'ners' use. 

CEDAR.-The white cedar, or cypress, is 
a light durable wood, principally used for 
making shingles: cedar hedges make a good 
fence for wheat fields; as also the American 
black thorn, as the cattle will not feed upou 
them. 

OA[{.-The Canadian oak is is not sO du .. 
rable as the British, the fi bre being less COIll­

pact and strong, grain more open and soft; 
it is aJso apt to be spongy; it win uot en .... 

83 
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d ure the weather above fifteen years, although 
it lasts longer when sent to England: all the 
Canadian oak timber is perfectly strait; 
white oak for masts will run 120 feet in 
length by 4 in diameter. 

ASH.-Tbe wood of the prickly ash is fit 
for furniture; a decoction of it is considered 
an excelJent specific in' rheumatic cases; the 
inner bark is g'ood in intermittent fevers; the 
wood is useful for wheelwrights, and in 
making wood hoops. 

JUNIPER. makes excellent charcoal, and is 
the best wood for smoaking provisions. 

GINSENG.-Tbis root was formerly highly 
prized by the Chinese, and formed a consi. 
derable article of export from Canada; it 
possesses a sweetish taste, similar to liquorice, 
but rather acrid and aromatic: the plant 
should be gathered in September, and dried 
gradually in the sun. 

CANADA BALSU'I is produced from a spe. 
cies of the pine called balsam spruce; this 
resinous substance exudes in sman drops 
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from an incision in the bark; it sells for 
about 6d. a lb. in Montreal. 

LEATHER TREE.-The bark of this tree is 
used in making bats. 

SHUMAC grows plentifully in Canada, 
and is useful in tanning and dyeing. 

SASSAFRAS-The smell of this wood drives 
away vermin, and is therefore much em­
ployed for making bedsteads; it is also used 
medicinally. 

BEET ROOT AND PARSNIPS lDay be used 
as substitutes for malt, by pressing out the 
juice and properly drying them; ooe-fourth 
part of these roots added to three-fourths 
of malt are considered to make the beer 
more \V holesome. 

SUN FLOWER.-Tbis plant tbrives well 
in Canada; and the seeds when pressed 
yield a very mild pleasant oil, which may be 
used as a substitute for olive oil. 

The seed should be sown in a good soil, 
about three feet apart, in small holes. When 
the plant has attained the height of three 
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feet, the earth mqst be hilled up round the 
roots. An acre will produce from furty to 
fifty bushels of ~eed, and a bushel of seed 
wjll yidd one g'allon of oil. Tbe seeds when 
ripe are hnlled and crushed, and afterwards 
put into linen or woollen bilgs and pressed; 
the bag's should be exposed to heat in cold 
~veather. The refuse is good for fattening 
poultry and pigs. . 

TOBACCO thrives extremely well in va. 
riuus parts of Upper Callari,,; it require!'> a 
rich sandy loam~ and will yield about 
~OOO Ibs. per acre, aUll in some lands as 
much as 12001bs. to 1300 lbs.; it sells for 
2d. to 3d. per lb., making tbe returns of 
~UI acre about £40. One man can attend to 
the cultivation of five acres. Canadian to­
bacco is of a mild agreeable flavor, and not 
so pungent as the Virginian. 

BEET SUGAR.-The roots, after being pro",: 
perly cleaned, are cut into slices, brui~ed, 
~nd subjected to the press, ill order to ex­
tract the j nice, which is thick alld of a dark 



81 

colour: the juice is next clarified w itb 1 ime f 

and afterwards evaporated by boiling to the 
consistency of a syrup. skimming off the im­
purities; when the liquor becomes cold it 
forms a dark coloured sugar, leaving the 
syrup at the bottom of the vessel: 2000 Jbs. 
of beet root will yield about 100 lbs. of raw 
sugar, besides 801bs. of molasses, and 6001bs. 
of pulp, for fattening cattle: 100 Ibs. of raW 
sugar wil1 return about 801bs. of refined: 
two days are sufficieut for cunverting Ihe 

JUice into sugar. One acre will grow about 
17.5!J0 Ibs. of beet reot. Supposing the 
sugar sold for 3d. per lb. an acre wuuld pro. 
duce the value of £10. besides the advantage 

of tbe pulp for fattening cattle. 
MAPLE SUGAR.-The tree which produces 

sugar is called the rock, or sligar maple, 
and grows fifty to sixty feet high; its wood 
is hard, and fit for mill work; some of 
it is also beautifully grained, particularly 
that called bird's.eye maple, which is much 
esteemed by cabinet-makers: tbe soft maple 
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tree ollly yields a very small quantity of 

sugar. 
The season fllr extracting the juice com­

mences in March and A pri!, when sharp 
frusty nights are 811ccl'eJ~d by sun-sbilley 
days; and the sap being dissolved frolll its 
congealed state begins to fiow, anll becomes 
a saccharine juice, which exudes through 
tbe pUllctllres made in the trees. In ,oainy 
and cold weather but little juice cau be ob. 
tained, as it is the beal of the sun which 
causes the sap to flow; and there are gene­
rally not more than nine or ten propitious 
days for collecting the maple juice during 
tbe month in which the seLlson lasts: a good 
maple tree will continue to yield juice tor 
fifty years. 

A hole ofaoout one illch diameter is bored 
in the tree with an auger at from three to 
four feet from the root, making an oblique 
illcision upwards, about one inch and a half 
deep; a small spigot of alder, or shu mac, 
is tlJell introduced into the illCisioll, whicll 
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conveys the juice illfO a trough or pan 
placed to receive it; the latter being emptied 
ev-eryevening into barrels in which the juice 
is pre&erved and left to seHle, care beillg 
taken to prevent its fel"luenting by adding a 
spoonful of slacked limf', as the fermentation 
would render it unfit for making- suga\". 
The juice is of a pleasant flavor, and the 
quanti,y obtained from each free varies frolll 
one pint to a gallon per day, according to 
the number of punctures, which ought \lot 
exceed fOllr: a tree of good average size and 
standing will yield on an average {rom fif­
teen to twenty gallons of juice, and three to 
nve gaJlonsofjuice will give 1 Th. ofsug-ar: 
the holes in the trees should be plugged lip 
as 80011 as the sap has ceased rUlluillg. 

At the close of the season the juice is 
boiled down under a slow fire ulltil sutnci­
ently evaporated, when it becomes a thick 
syrup, or molasses; if intended for moist 
sugar, it must be continually stirred until 
the m(listure appears to be evaporaleu, the 
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molasses is then left to drain off; but in or. 
cler to convert it into lump sugar, the syrup 
is boiled down and strained off; a little 
milk, or the white of an egg, being thrown 
in to assist in clarifying it; it is then turned 
into moulds to harden. Maple sugar is 
clean, hard, and pleasant to tbe eye, but has 
rather a peculiar flavor. 

Great improvements mig'ht be introduced 
in this branch of industry, buth in preserving 
the trees by a more careful mode of tapping· 
them, boring' the holes with augers instead 
of the usual method of cutting the trees with 
an axe, as well as by paying more attention 
in making the sugar; it has been also ascer· 
tained, that when the sap is extracted bigher 
up in the tree the juice proves sweeter, 
although perhaps yielding a less quantity. 

The quantity of maple sugar produced in 
Lower Canada has hitherto been c0l1sidere!1 
asequal to nearly two.tbirdsoftbe cOllsump~ 
tion of the country, although West lndia 
sugar is sold nearly as cheap. 
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The juice may also be converted iota 
wine, spirits, or vinegar. 

The articles required in the manufactory 
of maple sugar, are wooden troughs, with 
casks or tubs, and a copper boiler. 

POTASH is a fixed vegetable alkali. pre­
pared by pouring water upon the ashes of 
hurnt woods, plants, &c., in order to extract 
the salt from them; the water which holds 
tbe salts in solution is then evaporated so as 
to leave the salts dry ~ these salts are caned 
IixiviaJ, signifying a ley made from ashes. 
The operation of evaporating the water is 
performed in large iron pots, and hence tbe 
term Potash. From 400 to 500 busbels of 
best ashes, and 600 to 700 good and indif. 
ferent are usually required to make one ton 
of Potash, wortb, upon an average, £25.; by 
a new process, however, a ton of Potash has 
been produced from 250 bushels of good 
ashes. Two men caD prepare a ton of potash 
in a montb. 

Herbaceous plants, particularly fern, fur­
I 
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nish the most ashes; shrubs give more than 
trf>€S, leaves more than hranche!il, and bran. 
ches more than trunks; the hardest and best 
woods give the most alkali, particularly 

beech; pine and soft woods do not answer; 
stalks of beflns, gourds and potatoes, .he 
r..t:ems of sun-flower and maize, in short, most 
vegetable substances afflJrd a greater 0\' less 

quantity of alkali, varying in strellgth and 
.colour, .and nquiriug different moues of 

f,reatment. 
The first operation is for the farmer to 

collect all such vegetable substances, parti. 

cularly the underwood and small hranches 

of trees cut down on clearing the land, and 
stack them in some 8lH~ltereJ spot, where 
they can he hurnt when cOllvenient; the 
rlant~ and roots sllOulJ be kept as free as 

possible from all the eartby particles that ad· 

here to them, which otherwise render thll 
potac;h impure. 

'Vhen these su hstant'es are burnt, a gTadual 
fire should be kept up, feet.ling awl slirrin~ 
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It contlllually. so that every particle may he 

tboroug'hly rt:'duced. as otherwise there will 
remain all extractive quality ill the Hslle~, 

which il~lIres the strelJgth of the alkali. The 
ashes are g'enerally sold by the farnlf'rs lu 

li,e potash rnallufacturers at the rale uf Gd. 
to 9r1. a busht:'l, according to quality. 

The materials required for carryillg; Oil the 
next process, after that the substaoces have 

bee/l thoroughly reduced to ashes, cousist of 
two or three vats or tubs, called leeches, for 
soaking the ashes; the most cOllveoiclit sizes 

are about six feet square by five feet deep­
the tnbs shonlo be made water tigot, with a 

plug·.hole at the bottom for lettiug off the 
ley, ami be placed on stands about two feet 

from the groulld. 
Yarious methods are adopted ill the process 

of soaking tbe ashes, ill order to extract the 
]ixivium, SO/He lIsin o' colt! aud ollier.s hut 
, 0 

water; the principal object should be to 

prouuce an article of tbe purest quality cun­

taining Ibe greatest qualltity of alkab: cold 
waler is supposed to extract the strollgest 
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alkali; but in the new process warm water 
is used, adding- to it a portion of lime pre­
vious to pouring the water over the ashes: 
warm water is supposed to hold in solution a 
greater quantity of salts than cold does, as 
it penetrates the ashes better, and extracts 
the salts more readily, but at the same time 
it is said to weaken the alkali, so that the 
potash, on being tested, will only pass as a 
second sort. 

After putting some rushes or straw at the 
bottom of the tub, a layet' of ashes is care-, 
fully spread on the same, and so on alter­
nately, until tbe tub is two-thirds fuJI, when 
water is poured on quite up to the brim; 
after leaving the water to filter through the 
ashes for about forty-eight hours, the iixivium 
is tben drained off through a hole at the bot­
tom of the tub, and passes by a trough into 
other receivers; more water is (hen poured 
on until the ashes ate entirely deprived of 
their salts. The ashes should be wetted be­
fore they are steeped, and if tbe ley is re­
passed over fresh ashes, it will produce a 
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stronger alkali. The water used fOl' soaking 
tbe ashes should he soft; bard or brackish 
water will not answer. 

When the ley or liquor is supposed to have 
attained a 8trength equal to about 15 per 
cent., it is fit for boiling, and is lhen of a 
dark brownish colo~r, but gives a yellow 
tinge to the wood. 

The kettles used for boiling the liquor are 
mostly made at the iron works at Trois Ri­
vieres, in Lower Canada, and cost from £20. 
to£25.each; they should be chosen 8hallow. 
Tbe lees, after being strained, lIIust be kept 
boiling fol' sevenll hours, and in proportion 
as they evaporate, more Jees must be poured 
on until the whole assumes the consistency 
of thick paste, and becomes of a fine claret 
colour; tbe ley must also be kept stirring aU 
the time it is boiling, to prevent its adbering 
to the sides of the kettle: iudeed tbe produce 
great'Iy depends upon the proper manag'e­
ment of this part of the oper~tjon. The ley 
being' left to coo), becomes a solid bodYt 

13 
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like grey stone, of a rusty reddish hue, and 
is then called potash; it is generally packed 
in barrels, weighing 3 cwt. each. 

Pearlash is made by ca lcining potash in 
an oven, keeping it for some time in a state of 
fusion, in order to free it from all impurities, 
when it becomes white, and is termed Pearl. 
ash. 

The CATTLE in Canada are generally 
small, lean and poor, owing to a want of 
good pasture, as well as from being so long 
confined in tIle stalls during winter, and 
where they are in general badly fed. Cattle 
are usually put into the stable between the 
middle of November and the 1st of Decem .. 
ber, and turned out ag'ain from tbe middle of 
April to the first week in May; about a ton 
of bay, with straw, is reckoned sufficient 
winter stock for cattle, aile with another: 
hay usually costs 50s. per 100 bundles of 
]7Ibs. eacb, and straw 25s. Lean cattle 
will gain in pasture during the summer 
months from 1701bs. to 220Ibs., and yield 
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from 7801bs. to 8201bs. of meat, besides 
] IO Ibs. to 120 Ibs. of tallow, which latter is 
usually very g·ood. 

Cows are smaller, and g-ive Jess milk than 
in Eng'land; their averag-e produce, when 
in the meadows, is from ten to twelve quarts 
a day, yielding from 8 Jbs. to 10 Ibs. of but­
ter, and ] 0 ] bs. to 121 bs. of cheese per week 
-when first turned out in the spring their 
milk is apt to contract a disagreeable flavor, 
owing to the animals eating a species of wild 
garlic, which then abounds in the woods. 
The butter is also often of a sourish flavor, 
the cream being kept too long before it is 
churned. 

A dairy farm of twenty cows has been 
known to yield the followillg produce, viz: 
Cheese, in the sum mer 1200 dollars. 

Butter 100 " 
20 Calves, at 5 dlrs. each 100 " 
15 Pigs, 10" ]50" 

1550 dlrs. =£300 stg. 
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SHEEP are smaJJ, and their woo) coa~se; 

their fleeces average from 2lhs. to 51bs. of 
wool each, worth Is. Sd. to 28. perlb.: the 
pasture in Canada is not suited for sheep, 
being rauk and coarse. Carding wool costs 
6d. to 9d. per lb., weaving' cloth Is. to Is. 6d. 
per yard, and fulling and pressing' Is. 6d. to 
3s. per yard. 

FISH.-The shad resembles the herring in 
flavor, but is as larg'e as a moderate sized 
salmon; they are taken in May and June, 
and salt dowll well. The maskinonge is a 
species of pik(", peculiar to North America; 
it has a long hooded snout. The pickerel is 
about the size of a haddock, which it resem .. 
bles in flavor. The herrings are large, but 
not fine. Salmon is not so good the furtber 
you go from the sea. Large quantities of 
salmolJ, sturgeon, and herrings are taken in 
Lake Huron; the sturgeon furnishes good 
isinglass, which may hereafter become a 
litaple al'tic1e of export. 

]SINGLASS is prepared from the sounds of 
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the sturgeon, which must be taken from the 
fish perfectly sweet and fresh, slit open and 
washed from tbe slime, being divested of 
the thin membrane that envelopes it, and 
from which it easily separates; it is then ex­
posed to the air and SUll, to stiffen a little, in 
which state it is formed into ro11s about the 
tbickness of tbe finger, and pressed into 
sLapes by weights; a tbin membrane is ge­
nera1Jy selected from the centre of the rolJ, 
round which tbe rest are folded alternately, 
and about half an inch of each extremit~ is 
turned inwards. An inferior quality of 
isinglass may be extracted from the other 
mucilagenous parts of the fish. Isinglass 
should be prepared in summer, as the frost 
is apt to give it a disagreeable colour, de­
prives it of weight, and impairs its gelatinous 
matter. 

EEES thrive wen in Upper Canada, but 
the honey is not fine flavored, owing to a 
want of flowers for tbem to feed upon. 

TIMBER TRADE.-Square timber consists 
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of log-s of pine, spruce, oak, birch, and maple 
-the trees are simply reduced by hewing 
{lntil the Jogs form right angles witb each 
other. taperillg from the butt to the top.­
Pine logs are from forty to seventy feet long, 
aud two to three thick. 

Deals and boards are sawed into thick­
nesses of one, two, and three inches, but of 
various lengths; standard deals oug'bt to be 
nineteen feet eleven inches long" eleven in­
(!;hes broad, and three feet wide. Scantling 
is made from spruce alld pine trees, sawed 
into proper sizes for beams and rafters. 

Masts and spars are of all dimensions. 
Lumber consists of lath wood, shingles, 

clap boards, and staves. 
Staves are either of oak, ash, or fir, and 

Me cut into proper lengths for pipes, pun­
cheons, hogsheads, or barrels; they are sold 
by the long thousand of 1200 staves; a 
standard stave is five feet and a half long, 
one inch and a half thick, and five inches 
Lroad. Oak staves .are mostly made from 
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red oak, which is of an open grain, and ex .. 
ceedingly pliant. Canada staves are always 
split and not sawed, and are thicker on one 
side than the other, hut are measured on the 
thin side. The price of staves increases one­
fifth for every balf inch increase in thickness 
-one inch staves are charged two-thirds of 
the price of standard. 

Staves four feet and a half long, are 
reckoned three fOl' two standard; three feet 
and a half and two feet and a half long, are 
reckoned two for one; two feet and a half 
are reckoned the same as three and a half, 
because they are generally broader, and 6t 
for head ings; ] 200 staves, well packed, 
measure about fi fteen tons. 
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ESTIMATE OF THE COST OF CULTIVATING VARIOUS 

PRODUCTS IN UPPER CANADA, BY HIR ED LABOUR. 

WHEAT. PER ACRE. 

S. d. 
Seed 1! to I! bushel per acre, at 4s. 5:. 6 
Ploughing ...•.•...•.......•.• 7: 6 

6 
6 
o 

Sowing and harrowing • • • • • •. • • • 2: 
Reaping, binding, carting &. stacking 12 : 
Thrashing .........•••........ ] 0 : 

£1 : 18 : 0 

Cradling and binding wheat costs abont 
78. an acre. 

INDIAN CORN. 

Seed 1 t bushel •••••••••••••••• 
Ploughing twice •••••••••••••• 
Planting and harrowing •••••••• 
Hoeing- twice •••••••••••••••••• 
Ploughing between the rows •••• 
Hawling and thrashing ••••••••• , 

8. if. 
3: 6 

Husking •••••• , • t •••• t •••••••• 

13: 6 
3 0 
6: 9 
1: 6 
7: 6 
9: 0 

£2: 4 : 9 _ ..... ..,.-
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OATS. PER ACRE • 

Seed 3 bushels 
. ~. d. 

. • • . .. . • . . •. . .. 3: 9 
Ploughing, sowing, aud reaping .• 
Thrashing •.••.•...... , ••• , ..• 

PEAS. 
Seed 3 bushels ................ 
Ploughing ..•...•.•.••........ 
Sowing and harrowing •••••••••• 
Bawling and thrashing •••••••• 

11: 0 
[): 0 

]9: 9 

s. d. 
6: 9 
9 0 
2 3 
[) 0 

£1 : 3 : 0 

CLOVER. 
Seed 3 lbs ..................... . 
Mowing ..••................• 
Racking and carting •••••••••••• 
Stacking .....•.•..•..••.•.... • 

3: 6 
3: 4 
4: 6 
7 10 

19 2 

HAY. s. d. 
Mowing, raking and stacking •••• 13: 6 

K ---
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HEMP. PER ACRE. 

PIOl1g'hinx in the autumll and III 

(he spring~ .•.•.••••.•••••••• 
Seed It t02 bushels per acre @ 128, 
Harrowing' before alld after the seed 
Pulling. water-furrowing, drying 

and bundling' ••••••.••.••• 
Extracting' the seed •• > •••••••• 

Dre!o;sing 10 cwe in five days, at 
2~. per cwt. each day •.•••••• 

s. d. 

15 6 
24: 0 
4 0 

4() 0 
10: 0 

100: 0 

£9 : 13: 6 

FLAX. s. 
Ploughing and harrowing twice ••..•• 12 
Seed 8 pecks, at 3s. ••• • .•• • .•••.• 24 
Weeding twice ................... () 

Pulling and retting- •••.••••••.•••.• 25 
Spreading and gathering'up •. 0 ••• 00 4 
Dressing 16 cwt., at 58. 6d .. ......... 88 

£7 : 19 ---



Eil'I'IMA'fl'': OF STOCK REQlTIRED FOR. A }'A"RM OF ONE 

HUNDRED AND FIFTY ACRES 01 UPPER CAXADA. 

One yoke of oxen ................. ,. ~£; 6. 
Chaius, yokes, &c. .•••••.•••.•••• 5 
Waggon, barness, and saddle ••••..•• 26 
Ploug h, harrow, axes, alltl hoes. • • • . • 6 
A h ol·se ................ " ... to • • •• • •• ] 2 
Three cows and tbree heifers 
Twenty pigs and two sows. • •.••••• 

Twenty sheep ............ . ....... . 
Poultry .......... , •• " ............. " •..• 

22 
6 
5 
2 

£LOO. 

POST OF FARMING IMPLE3IEN'fS. 

Waggons 
Sleig'bs 

Harn£>ss 

Plougbs 
Harruws 

Chains 

from £15 
7 
8 
2 lOs. 
2 

58. 

to £20 each 
10 
10 
3 
3 
1 lOs. 
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ESTIlIfATE OF EXPIHICB OF PUTTING FORTY '1'0 FIFTY 

ACRES OF J,AND UNDER CULTIVATION. 

ACRES. 

3f} Wheat, ploughing, seed, reaping 
and thrashing @ 38s. • ••••• £57. 

4 Indian corn, seed, planting. 
bawling, and thrashing @ 459. 9 

2 Oats, ploughing, seed, reaping, 
and stacking @ 20s. • •• •• •• • 2 

2 Peas, ploughing, seed, haw ling, 
and thrashing @ 258. •••••• 2 lOs. 

6 Grass, mowing, and stacking' 
@ l3s .. 6d . ....... _ ...... «II. 4 

5 Clover, seed, mowing, raking, 
and stacking @ 208. • • • • • •• • 5 

I Garden ground ••• • • .. • • • • • 5 
Blacksmith, carpenter, and wheel-

wright .•....••.••.... .... 10 

£94. ]Os. 
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ES'fIlIIATE OF PRODUCE "FROM FIFTY ACRES OF 

LAND. 

30 acres of wheat, at 25 bushels, 
are 750 bushels @ 4s, ' •••••••• £150 

5 acres of clover, at 2 bushels, are 
10 bushels @ 32s. . • • •• .. .. • . . 16 

8 acres of Indian corn, oats, and 
peas, used for 1 i ve stoc k .••.•. 

20 barrels of pork, each 200 Ibs. @ 

54s. per barrel. • • • • .. • . • • . • • •• 54 
20 lambs @ 5s., and 20 fleeces @ 

59. each ....... It. • • • • • • • • •• • • • 10 
Butter, cheesf', poultry, and live stock 20 

£250 

The cradle-scythe will cut three to four 
acres per day, and' requires one mall to bind 
to each cradle, and ODe boy to i'ake to each 
two cradles. 

K3 
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CURRBNT PRICES OF PROVISIONS, GRAIN, &c, 
IN UPPER CANADA, 

Butchers' meat 3d. @ 3id. per lb. 
Fowls and ducks Is. 6d. a couple 
Turkeys and g'eese 3s. @ 3s. 6d. each 
Butter 9d. per Th.-Cheese 6d. 
Tallow 4d. per Th. 
Flour 25s. per barrel of 1961bs. 
Salt 15s. " of eight bushels 
Bricks 25.~. @ 30s. per m. 
Lime Is, @ Is. 3d. per bushel 
Deal Boards, I inch 3s. ~ 

Ii " 4s.6d. per 100 feet. 
2 " 5s. 

Hay ••••••.. 508. per ton. 
Per bushel of 601bs. 

Wheat ..•• 48. 6d.-Rye ...•..• • 3s. 6d. 
Indian corn. 3s. 6d.-Buck wheat • • 3s. 
Barley •••• 3s. Od.-Oats ••••••. . ls. 6d. 
Peas ..... 3s. Od.-Clover seed •. 308. 
Potatoes •• 28. Od.-Apples ....... 28. 6d. 
Firewood per cord of three loads, 6 feet 

long, 4 high, and 2 wide 128. @ 15s. 
Carting sawing, and piling 48. 6d. per load. 
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STOCK. 

Horses from £20. to £40. the pair 
Oxen ]0 15" 
Cows 
Sbeep 

4 
10,. 

6 each. 

208. " 

FURNITURE WELL lIIADE OF NATIVE WOODS. 

Bedsteads, four-post. • • • .• £2. each 
Ditto tent.. .. •• •. £1. lOs. 
Washing-stands ••••• l •• 12,~. 
Dressing-tables .......... £1. @£l. lOs. 
Chests of drawet·s .•••• £3. @ £t. 
Walnut chairs • ••. • •••• 5s. 
Hair-bottom chairs •••••• 35,~. 

Dining tables •••••••••• £5. @ £7. 

Single stoves •••••••••••• £3. 
Large d iuo ........... £6. 
Double ditto, with ovens •• £10. @ £12. 

Made at the iron works of Trois Rivieres. 
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WAGES, 

Common labourers 3s.9d. per day without 
board, or 28. 9d. with; or from 60s. to 
65.~. per month. with board, and ill har-

e vest time 6 .... 3d. a day. 
Carpenters 5s. a day, and blacksmiths 85s. 

a month. 
Female servants 18s. to 20s. a month, with 

board. 

One hundred acres of lana measure about 
a quarter of a mile in breadth, and five_ 
eights in length. 

Six hundred and forty ~cres make one 
square mile. 
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DESCRIPTION OF THE HURON DISTRICT, AND NO­

TICE RESPECTING THE TOWN OF GODERICH. 

THE surface of this tract of land is remark­
ably flat, although generally from 150 to 
200 feet above the level of the waters of 
Lake H UTon. The soil consists of a deep 
rich, black loam, with a subsoil of clay, 
mixed with sand, and which, in point of 
facility of cultivation and fertility, is not 
exceeded by any in Upper Canada. Natural 
meadows, furnishing excellent pasture, are 
f.'equently met with. The forests are com· 
posed of valuable and useful timber, the 
predominnat species of whicu are mapJe, 
beech, elm, and basswood, and the trees ar~ 
so disposed as to considerably diminish the 
expense of dearing. 

The soil is well watered by numerous ri. 
vulets and brooks, as well as by the Rivers 
Maitland, Thames, Ouse, and Nitb, which 
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are partiaJly navigable, alld all useful for 
macbinery: fresh springs abound through ... 
out the tract, ami salt springs are frequfntly 
met with. 

The town of GODERICH is laid out in the 
borders of Lake H urOIl, at the mouth of the 
River Maitland, in Iat 43° 46' north. Its 
harbour is forllled by the River Maitland, 
and is perfectly well sheltered; it is capable 
of receiving vessels of 150 tons burthen: 
produce may now be conveyed from Gode .. 
rich to Montreal and Quebec, through Lake 
St. Clair, Erie, and Ontario. The whole dis­
tance from Goderich to Montreal by water, 
through these lakes, is about 850 miles. A 
road has been lately opened to join the Tal­
bot road north, and another eastward, through 
Wilmot and Guelph, to Burlington, at the 
bead of Lake Ontario, a distance of about 
110 miles. Burlillgton is about 390 miles 
by water to MOlltreal and 570 to Quebec. 

Tbe River Maitlaud, as weU as Lake Huron, 
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abound in excellent fish, particularly stur­
geon: the waters of tbis lake are beautifully 
transparent, and have a favourable influence 
on the atmosphere. 

When th~ Huron tract becomes more 
peopled, the town of Godericn must acquire 
a cOllsiderable degree of commercial import ... 
ance, owing to the uninterrupted water com. 
munication with Montreal, aml its conve­
nient position for intercourse with Sagannaw 
Bay, in tbe Michigan territory, and laying 
nearly opposite to Goderich, which town is 
fast settlillg. Schooners sail weekly from 

Detroit to Goderich. 
The town of GOllerich is well planned, 

and likely to prove healthy, being situated 
on an elevation above the shores of the Lnke 
Huron; the climate is also much milJer here 
tban on the shores of Lake Ontario. Winter 
usually sets in about Christmas, and lasts 
uuril the middle of March j the snow remain­
ing on the ground for six or seven weeks, 
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wben produce can be conveyed to market on 
sleigbs; in March the weather is generally 
rainy and tempestuous. The spring com_ 
mences in April, and vegetation begins to 
show itself about the end of that month: the 
buds appear in May, and all the first trees 
are in full blossom in June: the greatest 
heats prevail in July and August, and the 
harvest mostly commences in the latter 
month: October is dry and mild; and in 
November the weather is often warm and 
dry. 

The following observations were made OD 

the temperature at Goderich in 1831 :-

Mean temperature. 

Jan. J8° April 598 Ju1y 81° Oct. 480 

Feb. 230 May 67° Aug. 73° Nov. 340 

March 26° JUlie 77° Sept. 64° Dec. 25° 
Average temperature in winter 22°, in sum­
mer 77°, Fahrenheit: there were 214 days 
clear and fine, 89 rain and snow, and 62 
clol1dy. 
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Building lots of half an acre may be bad 
in the town of Godericb for £10., anu farms 
in the neigh bourhood for lOs. to 12.~. 6d. per 
acre. The quality of the land is indicated 
by the na ture of the trees grow ing on it, the 
harder the wood the better the soil. One 
man can clear a space for a house, and pre­
pare logs for building, in a week. A small 
house, with the assistance of the neighbours, 
can be raised in a day. A good chopper 
wilJ chop an acre or more of regular sized 
wood in a week. Trees are generally cut 
down three to four feet from the ground, 
Jopped, and then squared into convenient 

lengths. The wood, although green. bllrns 
freely. One man can cnt and split five 01' 

six rods of fence in a day. Land is often 
cleared for the first year's crops. Cropping 
on cleared lands is allowed for olle half of 
the prod uce. Land let out on shares, if 
lIew, the lessee finding teams, farming uten­

sils, and half the seed, receives heM the pro-
L 
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duc€': if on oM lands, lessee finding' every 
thillg, receives half the graio al:d hay. 

The usual chllrge {Ol" tuUing down the tim­
ber, d.earillg", and fencing the laml, is about 
.£J. curre!lcy per acre; cbopping is usually 
done for 30s., aud logging 208. per acre; 
ordinary fencing 18. 3d., posts aud rails 
]8. lOd., and ditching' ]s. 4d. to 28. per rood; 
if the trees are onJy girdled, and 110t cut 
down, the expense is not more than 22s.6d. 
to 2;")s. per acre. The ccst of seed, culti­
valillg, and harvesting, averages from 35s. 
to 40,~. per acre; from tilis ought ,to be des 
uueled the value of the a>.;hes and timber, 
prodacillg ill many cases as much as 208. 
all acre. The regular returns of a farm 
in w heat, dover seed, pr()vi~ions, dairy, 
& .... average in value frum £5. to £6. an 
acre. 

About 0112 to olle bushel and a half of 
seed are sufficient for an acre of wl:eat. 

The crops average 20 to 25 bushels, but 
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of len e." 30. Rye gives a produce of 20. 
Oats 30 10 40. Barley 40. Indian Corn 80 
to 35. Peas 20, aud clover two bushels 
per acre. Potatoes give 2(JO bushels per 
acre, but they are inferior iu quality. Tur_ 
nips thrive weI!; pumpkins are, however, 
mostly preferred es winter food for cattle. 
Wheat and loye may be sown in April; 
lndian corn, barbj'~ end potatoes, in May; 
turnips in July. Mowing commen<:es in 
July, and reaping in Aug'ust Meadow 
lands average olle ton of bay per acre, worth 
40s. to 50s. Grass seeds ough: a1 ways to be 
SOWll with the first crops, tilat the land may 
remain in grass after the grain is taken up: 
illaY is generally m~de in the t!)ird year, but 
is seJdom good, 1I0t being sufliciently heated 
before it is dried. Clover th:oives well, and 
the seed might be shipped to Europe the 
same year of its growth. Cows give, on an 
average, ten quarts of milk per week, yield­
ing ;j lbs. of butter and 4lbs. of cheese, 
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worth 78. to SSe Five busbels of peas, or 
1 nd ian corn, will keep and fatten a pig fit 
for market. 

The asbes collected from burnillg the 
'Wood, or clearing the land, sell for about 
5d. a bushel, and when manufactured into 
potash, fetch 123. to 1'::,3. per c""t.; potash, 
if of good quality, is worth 25s. in Mont­
real; tbe expense of carriage may be from 
28. 6d. to 38. pel' cwt. On an average, 25 
Lu-.;hels of wood aslles will make 1 cwf. of 
potash. 

A maple tree will yield, on an average, 
5Ibs. of sligar, worth 3d. to 4d. per lb.; a 
grove of maple trees on each farm might 
therefore prod uee the proprietors from £30. 
to £40. a year. 
A good frame house, ] 0 feet by ]5, can be 

ereCleu for £120 to £150. 
A larger sized frame house, 20 feet by 30, 

can be erected for £150. to £250. 
Frame barns cost from £50. to £150. 



Lng houses f. om £40. to £50. 
Log' bl'lnls £20. to £25 
L(Jg" cabin.s £10. to £15. 
Log kitd)(,I:~' and stables £7. to £10. 
Saw mills m'lY be erectetl fir :£ 1 :-JO. to £200 

A saw I:l~;l S::C:3t 60 feet by 4", and 25 
feet hig!l, inch:di:'g the expense of bank­
ing the river, \7o,,'ken with nn\lpfshot 
whet'ls, cost ~~:}G~,t :~~aGo. A (,omnlflll 

saw mill wiH cut about ;:C~:J fpet of deals 
per day; tbe CLi:;'geiJ gar:crnlly 2::.6rl. 
per 100 feet, one ind, boards; 01' one iOUl,th 
for the mill, one fuur!~1 to the snwyer, and 
half 10 tile log owner: boards are mostly 
cut from the while pine, spruce, and 

hemlock. 
Grist mills: one pail' of ",tones may be 

erected fot' £200 to £250.: tbe miller 
receives one-twelfth of the floUl' fOf 
grinding. 



TABLE OF DISTANCES FltOlll QUEBEC TO GODERICH BY LAND, THROUGH 

MONTREAL, YORK, &c. 

Miles. 

Cape Rouge about 9 
St. Aug'uslin • • • 9 
Jacques Cartier •• 15 

St. Anne ..••.••• 30 
Trois Rivieres •••• 22 
Riviere du Loup .• 27 

Berthier ••••.••• 22 
Repentigne • • • • . ;~2 

Montreal. • • • • • •. 18 

184 

Miles. 

La Chine about.. 7 

Poillte Claire 9 
St. Anne. • • • • •.• 9 
Ferry ......... ,.. 3 
Cedars. .. •. . . .• 9 
CoLea u d 11 Lac 9 
Cornewall •• • ••• 40 
.MiJlerochcs. • . . • 6 
Williamsburg' ••.. 2l 
Pre~('ott • 0 • • • • • ] 9 
Drockville •••••• ]4 

Kingston ........ 36 

182 

Miles. 

Newcastle about .. 56 

Port Hope 50 
York ., • • . .• • • 60 

Dundas •... '" 48 

13everley • • • .. .•. 8 
·Waterloo •••••••• 1:3 

Guelph •• , ..... 12 

V~7iJm()t •••••.• 20 
Avon River ..... lR 

That1\(~s River •••• la 
Ross. .. • • .• • • .. ] 5 
Godericb. • ••• .•• 15 

3:28 
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SKETCH OF DISTANCES BY W.\TER FROll1 GODE­

RICH TO MONTREAL, &C. 

1\1 iles. 
From Godel'ich to the entl'ance of tbe 

River St. Clair about. • •• 90 
Thence to Sanuwich, on Lake St. Clair 84 

" Amberstberg, at the entrance 
of Lake Erie ............. 20 

" tbe entrance of the "Velland 
Canal ......................... 240 

" to Niagara, at the entrance of 
Lake Ontario ........... , ..... 40 

" across Lake Ontario to York 36 

" 
York to Kingston ......... 170 

,. King'ston to Prescott · ..... 63 

" 
Prescott to Montreal · ...... 127 

" 
Montreal to Quebec, · ..... 180 

" 
Quebec to the mouth of the 

St. Lawrence ............ 350 

About 1400 
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STI!! .. ur BOATS. 

Dist. Time. Fares. 
il, ita. Hours. s .. d. ,', 

QIlPhec to Montreal 1',0 30 10 O@30 
l\1olltred! to Q\lehec lSI) 24 7 6 2:) 

Montrefll to Prescott 1:27 4~ 12 0 36 
Pre"lcott to King'stan 63 5 0 15 
Kingston to York .• 170 1:3 6 40 
York to Niagara .. 36 4 4 6 10 

USUAL CllARGES AT INNS IN TRAVELLING. 

Breakfast , ............... . 
Dinner .................... 
Tea 4 ••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Bed •••••• , ••• , ••••• II ••••• 

s. d. 
1 6 
2 0 
1 3 
o 9 

[) 6 
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STATE OF TRADE AT QUEBEC AND 

MONTREAL IN 1832. 

EXPOR'l' ARTICLES. 

ASHEs.-This article bas been ill steady de. 
m'md, although theEllglish markets have been 
dull, owing- to the large stocks remaining on 
band from 1831. The heavy supplies which 
arrived at MOlltreal in the alltllmn, caused a 
declille in prices of 3.~. to 4.~. per cwt., 
but they rose again about the close of the 
season, from the prospect of a little better 
from England, and finally closed at 28s. 
for pots, and 29s. for pearls; npon the 
whole, the exports have been fully equal to 
the prod uce. The soda, now llseu as a Stl b .. 
~Iitute for asbes ill England, and which costs 
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only about 20.,.. per cwt, interferes witb 
ashes of ordillary qudity, amI tends to keep 
prices down. The Quebec orano is getting 
inro bette, favour, and !tow rallks uearly 
equal to ttle N!oatl'eaI. Asbe~ made by the 
new process, although lool:illg- weli, WRllt 

strength, and se:do!D pass above seconds or 
thirds. 

American ashes are admitted to entry into 
Canada upon payment of a duty of 2! per 
cellt., equal to !:;. currency pel' barrel, and 

may be e:~ purled to Great Britain as Calli.!­
di~n asbes. 

The exports for the last three years were 
as foHows: 

J 8:30. I ~:31. 1832. 
Potash :31,700 ods. 30,:300 brl,.-. 24,960 br1s. 
Pearls. 15,~OU 20,400 14,OJO 

47,50G 50,700 38,9()O 
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N"llrtlbp1' qf Barrels qf Canadian Ashes 
importpd and consumed in London in 

IliIPORTlm. CON:-..UMED. 

Puts, Pearls. POl~, Pearls. 

1829--37-00 5300 4900 (:i600 
18;30-6000 7000 4100 5900 
1831-4400 550D 3~OO 350.0 

14,200 17,800 12,800 ]6,000 

Sloe/;,,<; on hand at Liverpool, December 31. 

1830- 8200 hrls. Pots 2000 brls. Pearls. 
1831-8UOO" 500U " 

FLOUR.-The exports of Canada flollr to 
Eng-Jand have been sufficiently extensive to 
create a good dema;d for that of the Ullited 
Slates, both for home consumption as well as 
for ex port to the West] lid ies. The s<o.::k of 
flour in hann at the close of the; season was 

small, and superfine .. commanded about 
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32s.6d. per barrel. Flour is admitted into 
Canada from the United States free of duty, 
either for home consumption or export to the 
West Indies, but can only be sent to England 

as foreign flour. 
Owing to too great au exposure to the 

heat and rain, much of the Canadian flour 
becomes sour by the month of July; greater 
attention is also required in leaving tbe flour 
to cool before it is packed, and removing 
all impurities. The barrels should be made 
of tbe best seasoned white oak staves, and 
the heads fastened on with hoops, tbe 
boops round the barrels being properly 
nailed. 

The exports of flour f1'om Canada in 1830 
amounted to 50,000 barrels, and in 1831 
to 81,600 barrels; of which latter 59,000 
were Canadian, and 22,600 American pro­
duce; and of these, 55,000 were sent to 
Great Britain, 8,600 to the "Vest Indies, and 
the remainder to Nova Scotia, New Bruns­
wick, &c. 
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The exports of flam from the Uuited States 
of America to Great Britain and her colonies, 
from the years 1821 to 1831, inclusive, 
amounted to upwards of seven miHions of 
barrels, viz: 

British 
Years. North West Great Totals. 

America. Indies. Britain. Barrels. 

1821 131,033 551,3!)6 94,5-11 776,970 

1822 89,840 406,849 12,096 508,785 

]823 29,681 442,488 4,252 476,421 

1824 39,19I 425,359 70,873 534.,423 

1825 30,780 429,760 27;272 487,812 

1826 72,904 433,094 18,357 524,355 

1827 107,420 362,674 58,129 523,223 

1828 86,680 370,371 23,258 480,~O9 

1829 91,088 248,236 221,176 560,500 

1830149,966 281,256 326,182 757,404 

1831 150,645 371,876 879,439 1,401,960 
---- ---- ---- ----
979,2284,322,.%9 1,730,5757,032,162 

lNDlAN CORN MEAL.-This is generally 

kiln drieu, and packed ill hogsheads of 
JU 
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80n lbs. earh; the hogsheads should he 
made from white oak, clear of ~he sap,suitable 
to li:erve afterwards a5 rll m puncheons. Whell 
packed in barrels as flul]r, they ought to 
weigh IUS Ibs. each. ludiall corn meal sells 
at about 228. 6d. per barrel. 

WH£.AT.-The duty in Eilgland on Canada 
wheat oeing Dill)' 5s. per q !larter, it has found 
a real;Y market for ~XpOl't, and prices are 
likely ~o be m;;.intained. Very lidle new 
\V beat had reached Quebec befDre the close 
cf the 3e:180:1, l:;!lt it W&S ex pe~led there would 
be from 500,000 to 6DO,nOO quarters: ready 
fvr shipme:Jt in the spring. The closing 
price for Lower CallHcia spring w:leat, was 

5s. 9d. per ;::illot of 6\) ILs. U ppl"r Canada 
good white willtf'r wheat, 68. 6d., and the 

fed 6,'. per bU!ilhel of 60 I bs. 
Americaf'. wheat is admitted into Canada 

free of Ii lily, and w hen lUau ufactured into flour, 

llIay lie sbipped 10 England as Canadian pro­

duce, wuicu is likely to give a great stimulus 
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to the roms al:d shipping interests of Ca­
nada. 

Thp exportation of wheat ill 1831 amounted 
to 1,300,000 bush l!o', being all inCI'f'ClSe of 

nearly one million of busht'ls over thlit of 
1830. 

FLAX SEED.-TlJis article had advflllced 
to 6:;, per minot of 'c:C los., alld cOII!;ider<J LIe 
sales were made at Ihat p:'io'. A duty of 
]5 per cent. is imposed on all flax seed cum­
ing from the United S([.tes. 

~L\I;r PnovIsIONS.-Tbe demand for potk 
llas been steady, and stock small: large sup­
pJies were lJOwever Expected to arrive from 
the Ohio in the ~pri!lg; provisions from Ihe 
Uuited States beillg admitted duty free. 
Beef on the olher halld has been dull of sale, 
and the expor~ appears to Le 011 the decline; 
the admi[;siou of beef from Ibe U/lited Stales, 

operatioo' arraillst the denwnd cf the Cana-o b , 

dians the latle." not heino' able to compete 10 , 0 

pri('e witL the former. 
The ex ports in 1830, were beef 3400, 
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pork 8700 barrels; in 1831, beef 4600, 

pork SGOO barrels. 
l\less pork consists of the thickest pieces 

of tbe fattest and largest bogs; the flank 
and inferior parts being excluded: 200 pieces 
of 4lbs. to 6Jbs. are packed in eacb barrel. 

Prime mess admits two half heads cut off 
near toe eyes, two legs cut off near the joints, 
two shoulders, and the residue to make 
200]bs. of good side pieces. 

Prime pod: consists of tbree half heads, 
three legs, and three shoulders, with good 
side pieces to make up 2UO lbs. 

Cargo pork consists of three or fOllr half 
heads, leg's, and shoulders, with side pieces 
to Inake up 200 Ibs. 

The barrels should be made of the best 
seasoned while oak staves, to contain thirty 
gallons each, fully hooped with waIm;t 
hoops, and well made, so as not to Jose the 
pickle. 

LUl\IBER.-Theseason commenced inApril 
and closed in November; but the bad wea-
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ther~ east('rly winds, and prevflJenre of cho_ 
Jera operated against this trade. When the 
frost lasts wen into April, there is ~elt!O:~l 
any want of water in the streams, lUlf1 the 
raftsmen are then enabled to reach Quebec 
by the middle of May. The prices realise!l 
in the spring, were moderate for g"ood raffs 
of [lew timbe,', but inferior qualities are re­
jected by the merchants as they wi!: not suit 
the English markets. In order tc compete 
with Baltic timber, it ought to be clean 
dressed, free frolll faults, alld ~",d; squared. 
Deals should be dean, free frem bleluish, 
cut with precision, equal from end to eno, 
and plump in the measure. 

The gross amount of lumber exported in 
]832, has been eqllal to that of the preceding 
year; but excepting stavE'S, tbe stock re­
maining on hand is smaller. 

OAK.-The qu~lity of Canadian oak has 
improved both in lengths and sizes. Lake 
Ontario oak, wbich is the largest, sold at the 
opening for Is. 4d. to Is. 9d. per foot. The 

M3 
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Ottawa amI Rideau rivers is the long-est, and 
fetched Is. ld. to Is. 6d. That coming' from 
the Bay of Quinte is illferiol', aiHj only fetched 

9d. to Is. 
EL~I.-The quality has not improved, 

prices varying- from Gel. to 9d. 
ASH AND BIRc:i.-The demand and prices 

of these woods has been red uced owing to 
the inferiority of tbat brought to market; 
the best of the timber is chopped off in 
dressing of it: the beart not being so good 
as the part near the sap. White ash and red 
birch always command fair prices, the former 
from 4d. to 5d., and tbe- latter from 6d. to 
9d. per foot. 

RED PINE.-The demand for this timber 
increases: the price ruled from Sd. to 9d. per 
foot on tbe raft. 

WHITE PINE.-The supply has proved 
greater tban tbe demand. Tbe mode of 
cutting up trees into greater lengths and 
dressing them as near the proud edge as 
can be is considered injurious: a back or 
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waive ought to Le left in proportion to the 
size, which would avoid a waste of the best 
part of the timber in each tree: thi~, and the 
high prices Hs!~ed for white pine, has favoured 
the shipment of the red. 

DEALS.-The sup ply has exceeded the 
demand. Greatel' attention is required in 
the choice of logs, as well as more care in 
sawing them; exact lengths, and one-eighth 
of an inch over their breadths and thickness, 
would tend to increase their estimation and 
price. 

The opening prices for Per. H. 

Bright pine deals, were ••. 
Bright spruce •••••••••••• 
Floated pine ••••••••••• 

£. s. 
8 10 to 

710 
8 0 

£. s. 
9 0 
8 0 
810 

STAVEs.-The supply of standard staves, 
in 183], was one-third less than in 1830; of 
puncheons there was a good supply. Red 
oaks, supply 1illlited. Barrel, large stock. 
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Dre~sp() staves, supply short, nnd large de-

mand. Per M. 

£. S. £. s. 

~tand;t:-(] sfavps assorted 30 0 to 32 0 

West lu~i,1 '."hite oak •••• ]0 0 10 10 
rt-'d oa k •••••• 7 0 8 0 
barrel. • • • • ••• () 10 6 0 

E;'POTts ill 1831. 

Oak. • • •• • • •• • • •• • • •• 19,000 pieces. 
Eltn . .. . . .. . . . .•. .. . . . 9,000 
Ash • . • •. . . . . •. • . . • • • • 1,800 
Birch ..•••. . . .. .. .. . • • 1,580 
Red and white pine. .. .•• 158,000 
Deals •.•• .. .• • . • • •• . •• 1,500.000 
Staves •••......•.••.•• 5,500,000 

FURs.-Fine rel~;'Y consists of beaver, 
ottpr, martin, and wiid cat skins. Mixed 
peltry, are a mixture of the above, with a 
larger quantity of wolves, foxes, deer, bears, 
and buff'aloe skills. Beaver skins, exclusive 
of the tail, usually weigh about 2 lbs. each~ 
AU the finest furs come from the north-west. 
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IMPORT ARTICLES. 

ENGLISH goods were plenty ana cheap in 
18:~:2, tile supply having been greater than 
the demand; merchallts and consumers had 
therefore an opportunity of making their 
purchases on ;avollrable terms. 

COTTON GOODS.-The early importations 
far exceeded those of any other yen!'; and 
until the breaking- out of tbe Cholera, very 
Jarge sales were made at remuneralillg' prices. 
A IJeavy stock of coarse cottons remained on 
hand at the close of the season. 

"VOOLLENs.-The market was nearly 
cleared of coarse woollens, excepting cloths, 
and of which a heavy stock remained. Stuffs 

went off at fair prices, and the stock was 
light. 

LJNENS.-The importation of coarse linen 
was less in 1832 than in the previous ,ear, 
and the old stocks being nearly all sold oft: 

tbere is likely to he a good demand for Os-
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oahurghs, canvas, and sheetings of fair qua .. 
liti?s. rrb? prices of Irish linens bave been 
sfea~~ y, and the im portatiolls not mQre tball 

eqcwl ~o the demand. 
BOOTS AND SnOEs.-C..,',!ng t~ the cheap­

ness of lealbcl', and Ibe nGO~2:' 0; sho3makerll 
seUled in all p~Ht.S of CamH~a. these articles 
are made as cheep as they can be im,orled. 

HA'fS.-The )a"ge stod: on band at t!le 
close of 183l h~s been cOl1side;-abIy di­
minished, and is Ijkeiy to be exbausted be­
fore the srl-ir.g. 

SAvr.-The imports have been considera .. 
hly less than in H>:31, and the prices higher 
in cOllsequence. A hove 300,000 bushel:>, of 
56lbs. each, were ilClporfeli fro:.n Live~'pool 
in 1 f\31, and 60.000 barre;s entered by La ke 
Erie from the United ~;~:::ies. The dlltv on 
foreign salt is aboyt to be reau(,pd. "Bay 
~ah is rrefe;-red to the "British for curing 
fish, ;:~G i, is milder and finer. The Dllt('h 
are ill the habit of evaporating- tbe brilJe 
made from a solulion uf Bay salt over a gen-
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tle fire~ and mixing with it a propel' quanfify 
of sour whey, which unites with the unCOITl= 

bined fi Xl:'rI a: kali, alld prevents its adhering 
to the salt as it crystalises; this is supposed 
to improve .be quality of the salt, and gives 
that superiority 10 their mode of cU:'ing her .. 
mg!':. 

FISH.-A bounty having bee II offered by 
the States of New BnHls·,viek and Nova Sco­
tia, on the eXp0rlation of fish, a gre>nl part of 
the fish which used to be sent ~o the QUt:'bec 
and Montreal markets, \lOW firids its way 
elsewhere, so that the supply of late has be­
come very scanty. at the same time that lbe 
demand for salmon and pickled herrings bas 
been incn·asing'. 

Fishing on Shares.-The owners always 
provide tlJe ve!ii:~lPl. salt, and provi!iiions, the 
men filldino- rbe lines and oivin ry their labour 

o - ~ 
-the produ('e is gwer: Hy di~-H!. d eq\lally 
on the return of the vesli'!'!; 8ornHimes, \:,'w­
ever, fhe rrpw have five.t'i~l:h\ and ,lie OWlle,' 

only tbree-eigllts; dK' Illen Lire further mvre 
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aJJowed for their time in curing and drying 
the fish on shore. The fishing season usually 
commences about the first week in :May, and 
ends in November. Making up a cargo ge. 
nerally occupies three months: herrings are 
most in season from May to September, and 
mackerel from June to October. HelTings 
are packed in boxes containing about 200 
fish in each. A barrel of fish ought to ue of 
the capacity of thirty-two gallons. 

Shell fish are said to be poisonous in the 
gulph of St. Lawrence ill the mouth of Au­

gust. 
COALs.-In conseqnence of the number of 

steam-vessels plying Oil tbe River St. Law­
rence and the lake, a very great increase has 
taken place in the con~umptioll of coals in 
preference to wood. Larch is the wood 
mostly used as fuel in steam-vessels, 'as it 
burns briskly, and affords a strong heat. A 
steam vessel of sixty to eighty horse power 
will consume on an average l two cords of 
firewood per bour, worth 20s. to 22s. per 
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cord. A cord of wood occupies 128 cubic 
feet, whereas a chaldron of coals do not oc­
cupy more space than 40 feet. Upwards of 
7000 chaldrons of coals more were imported 
in 1832 than in 1831; coals are therefore 
ljkely to form a very considerable article in 
Canadian imports; their use is also becom­
ing more general in families. 

Pictou coals, similar to the Scotch, sell for 259. a chaldron 
Cape Breton ditto Newcastle I 35s. I 

The duty at the pit mouth is 58. a chaldron. 

EXCHANGES. 

London, private bills, 60;dy(sight, S to 9!- per"cent. prm. 

1/ banks 1/ 10 " 
Commissariat 30 48. Did. per dollar 
New York 3 1} to 2~ premium 

I I 60 7! 8 per cent. 
Sovereigns 248, each. 

The exchanges have varied less than any former 

year. 

N 
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PRICES CURR~NT IN QUEBEC ANI> 
MONTREAL S:~~: OCTOBER, 1832. 

E:::::-ORTS. 
currency. 

d. 6. d. 

Asbf'S, pot, per cwt. ..••. , ............ 25 0-25 6' 
pearl I ••••••••••••••••••• 27 0-28 6 

BEEE', ;ness'i>erb~.rrel ('2001bs.) ..... 50 0-52 6 
prime mess 
prime 

PORK, mess 

•. 40 0 
••.... ?:! 6-33 0 
•••.. 27 0 

...... 82 O-H5 0 
prime mess ••.... 75 0-77 6 
prime I ••• , .65 0-67 0 

FLOUR, superfine, per barrel (l96Ibs.) .. 31 0-32 (', 
fiDe •• 29 6-30 0 
middling II •• 28 9 

WHEAT, L. C. per minot (66 Ibs.) 5 6- 6 0 
U. C per busbel (601bs.) •••• 6 0- 6 3 

FLAXSBED, per minot{66Ibs.) ........ 4 6- 5 f) 

TO BACCO, U. C. per lb. . ........... 0 4~ 05! 
EUTTER I .......... , 0 7- 0 8 
SALMON, new, per barrel ............ 57 0 
WHISKEY, U. C. per gallon ._ ....•..• 2 9- 3 0 
CANADIAN BALSAM, perlb ......... 0 6 
CASTOREUM ....... 8 0 
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currency. 
FURS a,n~ PELTRl ES 8, d. , .. d. 

Bel:'.ver (,i. R. prir.le, per lb .••••.. 15 () 
Ditto f&ll " ...... 1 6-10 0 
Otter, Dr;me each _ •••..•..•.. '20 O--'2~ 6 
Marl:n, C:lnada .•••.••..... 3 4- ,'J 9 
Muskrat! :::.:: ........... 0 5- 0 7 

Btiring 
Mink, ~)~ime 
FOr(. Red 
Fisher 
S\!a! 

Bear 
Elk 
Buffalo 
Deer 
Wolverine 
Wolf 
Cat 
Raccoon 

U 

/I 

1/ 

..... ,. .. 
0""· '" ...... 
... ..... " 

o 9--
I 0-
3 1 -
'1 6 

:i 

3 
6 
6 

.......... 0 ....... 3 0- .'J -6 
.......... ~[) 1J-<.I.5 0 

........ .... 10 ;)-12 0 
•• , •••..•••• 18 IJ-~O 0 

5 C- 5 6 
••• ' , ••••••• 4- 6-!J 0 
..••.....•.• 7 0- 7 6 

6 0--: 
!.;- 2 0 

o 
............ 1 

New V("SSClfi, with spare and mlls1', cnst frolll .£'S.'lo 

£8. 106. per ton. 



1I1m·het Prices of Provislolls in Quebec ill 1831. 

Jan. I Feb. march I April 1 ilfay June I July Aug. Sert. 1 oct'l~ ~l ~...: 

s. d., s. d.1 s. d. s. d.1 s. d. s. d./ s. tl. s. d. s, d.
j
! S d. s. d. s. <1.1 .s ~ 

WHEAT ~ •. I 6 0 G 21 7 0 7 V 7 0 6 10 6 U 5 8 [) 6 5 G 5 3 5 0: ...;,g 
--1-----'---1---\ ~-Vl'~ 

l'flAIZE~ .... 1 :1 8 3 81 3 10 3 10 4 0 3 9 3 4 3 6 3 8 7 4 0 4 0 ~ g, 
--1---------- ~ . .§ 

OATS ...... 1 1 6 1 7 1 1 5 1 7 8 1 8 1 9 1 9 1 9 1 11 1 11 2 0 ~ ~ ------------------------ ,,~ 

BARLEY •. I 2 8 2 912 8 2 7 2 8 2 4 2 S 2 G 2 a 2 9! 2 9 2 9 '~ ~ 
POTATOESI~_;:I~~~~~-:-:- 2 2r-~-~r~-~-:-:,1':(wt 

----------1--
FLOuR .••. I~i~~.~~~~~~b~_~I14 G ~ 

lOObdls. of 
HAy ...... , £29 £30 £35 £40 £~7 £43 £43 £43 £451 £:>(1 1 £52 £50 116lbS. each 

STRAW •• 1 £7 £7 £7 ~ £11 £12 £10 £91 £91 £91 £8 £7Ido:of]3Jbs. 
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IMI'OR';'S. 

.. d. .. 
SUGAR, brown, per cwt •. ~~ .33 O •• 37 

refined, per lb. • •.• 0 6 .. 
MOL A~SES peq;alJon .. 2 8 .. 
COFFEE per lb ....••. 1 0 .. 
TEA, black S 0 

green 4 6 .. 
RUM, Jamaica, per gallon .... 3 4. 

Leewards •••• 2 10 .. 
BRANDY •••• 6 n .. 
HOLLANDS , .... 5 0 .. 
SOAP per lb. • ... 0 44 
CANDLES •.. 0 S~ 

VINEGAR, English, per gallon I 6 
SALT, Livl'"rpool, per bnshel .. 1 6 •. 

St. Ubes " .. ) 8 

0 
2 

4 
3 
3 
7 
5 

COALS, Newcastle, prcbaldn. 30 O •• 32 

Liverpool /I 27 
IRON, English per cwl ••. 9 

0 .. 32 
0 

Sweedislt ~'} 0 

RU811ian .. 25 0 
GLASS BOTTLES, per gross 25 0 

Import Duty; 
d. . ~ . d . 

0-4 8 cwt. 
7-9 o " 
9 

1-0 2 lb. 

10 
6-) Ogal 
0-1 0 
6-1 7 

" 6-1 ~ 

I 

[minot 
8 .. 0 4 pt'r 

6 
6 

All goods coming from England, not otherwise enll· 

merated, pay a duty of 2~ per cent. ad valorem. 
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CUSTOMS OF THE TRADE. 

CREDlTs.-In Montreal and Quebec pot 
and pearlash are sold for cash; all otber 
articles of ex port and import are sold on 
credit, at ninety days or more. 
COM 1\1 J S5I ONS. per cent. 
On sales of goods from Europe. • •••• 5 

" Canadian produce •••••• 2 
On purchases for Europe •••••••••• 5 

" Canada ... ,. ..... . 
:For guaranteeing sales •••••••••••• 

INTEREST of money 6 per cent. per ann. 
DAIUAGES in biJIs returned from 

21 
2 

E arope. •• •• • • •• • •• ] 0 per cent. 
New york •••••••• 4 

CHARGES. 

CARTAGE.-Provisions and ashes 2d. per brl. 
" FJour ltd. per barrel. 
" Wheat 6d. per 20 bushels. 
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COOPERING.-Ashes h., provisions 6d., and 
flOUf, 3d. per barrel. 

N. B. Ashes, salt provisions, and flour, are 
subjected to inspection. 

WHEAT. 

Turning in store, 6d. per 100 bushels. 
Screening for sbipment, fd. per bushel. 
Cribbling ditto, ~d. per bushel. 

RENT. 

Wheat ld. per bushel the first month, and 
fd. tbe succeeding ones. 

Ashes Is., salt provisions 6d., and flour) 3d. 
per barrel per month. 

FREIGHTS. 

From Quebec and Montreal to England.­
s. d. s. d. 

Timber 40 O@ 44 o per ton. 

Deals •• 6 10 7 0 " 
Asbes .• 37 6 40 0 " 
Flour .• 5 0 5 6 per barrel. 

Wheat •• 1 2 1 6 per busheJ. 



From the '\,; f'!'t 11ld if'~, '2S.~. per hogoshefld. 
and 408. per puncheon, 

From Montreal to Quebet'.-
weight 7s. 6d., and nwasurement lOs. per ton. 
Flour 9d., salt provj~io1is alld a1';hes h. PI' brl. 
Wheat 3d. per bushel. 

From the head of Lake Onlario to Montreal. 
s. d. 

Ashes ........ 35 
Bf'f'f and Pork. 6 
Flour ........ .4 

o pi"f ton. 

I) ,wr barrel. 
:3 per bi1rreJ. 

PREMIUMS OF INSURANCE~ 

From Montreal to the hf'arl of Lake Olltario, 
2t per cent. on mer('lmndi~e. 

From Lake OntArio to Montreal, 
on ashes, flour and whf'at jl) h(lg~, 2! percenf. 
on wheat in bulk :H per cent. 

Premiums; usually rise 1 per cent. after 
the 25th of Octo~er. 
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SHIPPING AT QUEBEC AND lIIONTREAL IN 1831. 
Vessels. Tons. Men. 

Arrived from Great Britain •• 802 205,000 10,500 
British N. A .•• 146 15,(J00 800 
West Indies •••• 57 8,000 450 

],005 228,600 11,750 

Sailed for Great Britain 920 258,200 11,000 
British N. America. 125 9,800 560 
West Indies .••••• 54 7,000 400 

1,099 275,000 11,960 

Imports, Quebec and Montreal. 
1831. 

Wines .••••.•••••• £ 70,000 currency 
Spirits........... 249,000 
Sugar..... •.•..• . 35,000 
Mo lasses •• • •• ••• 12,500 
Tea and calfee • • • 87,000 
Tobacco.......... 2,500 
Salt. • • • • • • • • • • • • • 24,000 

£480,000 

Bdt. manufacture 1,320,000 

£1,800,000 

1832. 
£ 53,000 

220,000 
126,000 
10,000 
86,000 
5,000 

13,0(,0 

£5\3,000 
1,343,000 

£1,856,000 
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Exports, Quebec and Jt;lontreal. 
1831. !832. 

Lumber ....•••• £380,000 curY. 

.bhes " •••••.• , • 304,000 
Flour... •• • • • • • 140,000 
Wheat •.•••.• ' • 440,000 
Provisions •••.•• 
FUN) ., ••••••••• 

Vessels •••.••• - • 

37,000 
86,000 

3{)6,000 

,£ 1,693,000 

.ltlontreal. 

,£.'i13,OOO cur'. 
2"14,000 

} 592,000 

,(9,000 

~25;\100 

.£ 1,'399,000 

Burth~'l 
V~l1!. To~". Duti~ plid. 

In 1831 there arrived.. 81 :'9,000 .• .8:30,OUO curF. 
18S2 /I 1:7.. £1,700.. 59,000 

TA~ES. 

All rateable property, sl1ch as houses, barns; mills, 
Imrses, and live stock, pay -one p2'lr.:' io_ the F::l~.md, ad 
-valorem. 

Cultivated lands pay one penny, and was~e land one 
fartbing, per acre; roae ta.x about 13s. 6d. eadl farm; 
or not Ie s than three, nor n.ore than twelve days' labour 
and assessment. 
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Valuation of Property in Upper Canada, 
1tpon u,Mch a Tax rd' one penny in il£€ 

pound is levied. 
Log houses, one ston- •••• , , •••• 
Ditto, two stories ,:, ••••• , , , •• 
Frame house, one story .•.•...• 
Briek dilto, one story .. ' , •• ". 
Brick ditto, two o~" .. ies •• , •.••• 
Grist mills, one pair of stones .• 
Ditro, tlViI pairs •...••... ..,. 
Saw mills, ••••••••••• , •••••.• 
Store house, •••.•...•.• , , , , ..•• 
Hurses 3 years old and upwards 
Horned cattle 2 to 4 ye" .. s old ,. 
Ditto do.4 years old and upwards 
Miich cows" •• •• • • •• • •••••••• 

£20 to£25 
30 40 
35 40 
40 50 
()(J 70 

150 
200 
100 
200 

8 
J 
4 
:j 

Cultivated lands.; •.•...•• " ••• 
Uncultivd.ied dItto ........... . 

20.1. per acre. 
48, 

Public Revenues of Upper Canada iu 1832. 
R£CllIPT8 -S,iles and reneals of ~states .• , •. ,., £26,OO() 

Tolls on puIJlic w()rk~ .•• ,.,...... 6,50? 
Duties un irul!o['ts, &c .... ,..... 47,500 

EXPE~DITURIi. £80,000 

Interest oa Pllblic Debt (£2S5,f1DO) £8,500 
Salaries, ••• , ••••••••••••• , •• , . • •• 7,OU9 
Civilli,t '" ...... , ..... , 8.:;'00 
Pensic\1$, schoul", &c .•••••••••• , H,OUO 

38,000 

Surplus •••• P4'2,OOO 



ElIIIGRANTS. 

The number of emigrants arrived at Que-
bec in ] 827 was J 6,800 

1828 13,700 
1829 13,300 
1830 24,400 
1831 49,000 
1832 50,000 

Total 167,200 

The number of emigrants settled in Lower 
Canada, from the year 1825 to 1832, bas 
been 31,000. 

SALES OF LAND BY THE CANADA COMPANY. 

From 1825 to 1828 •••••••• 
1829 •••••••• 
1830 ••.••••• 
1831 •••••••• 
1832 ••••••• 

67,000 acres. 
33,000 
51,000 
98,000 

114,090 

Total 363,000 
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CURRENCY AND BANKING. 

Remarks on tlte e,vpedienc!I of issuing a Local 
Silver and Cappel' Coinage, fur the general 
?ese of the British Provin~'e8 in Nortlt America. 

THE British Provinces of North America 
have not at present any metallic currency of 
their own, and the mixed circulatino- me-

~ 

dium which does exist, is both deteriorated 
in its quality, and insufficient in quantity. as 
well as rated too high, so that the value of 
property in general may be said to be repre­
sented by the local bank notes. Complaints 
respecting the difficulty of obtaining copper 
and silver coiu for the common purposes of 
circulation are daily becoming more general; 
and the subject therefore requires the serious 
attention of the legislature. The banks, it is 
true, in some measure meet this inconve­
nience by tbe issue of their small notes, but 
this remedy is a dangerous one, as no paper, 
however substantial the credit upon which it 
is issued, can eve)' represent the exact value 

o 
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of coin; and, inlleed, the increased circula­
tion of small notes only proves the want of 
the specie they are intended to represf-nt; 
jt is therefore the more indispellsabJe there 
should be some effective check ;'agaillst .the 
dallger that must result from an over,)ssue 
of small notes, and which will probably keep 
pace with the increase of trade, and thus give 
tbe hanks an undue influence over every 
transaction of importance in the colonies. 

Banks were first established ill tbe United 
States in order to assist the lIew settlers ill 
clearing their lands, and represented by 
common consent the joint propf>rty of the 
community which supported them: but as 

the notes of these village banks were seldom 
circulated beyond t heir oWn immed iate neigh­
bourhoods, it prevented allY of I hem from 
becoming dangerous by an over issue of 
paper; nevertheless, it cannot be denied , 
that by giving too great an encourage­
l11f'llt 10 every descript ion of enterprise, they 
}I~ve heen the mealls of introducilJIY an ill). 

~ 

prudent spirit of speculatioll into the coun-
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try. Admitting, however, the necessity and 
utility of banks in general, under proper re. 
strict ions, a metallic currency is 110t less 
required, as beillg the ollly true foundation 
(If all credit; and it would be a matter of 

wise precaution to have something real. 
where so much is likelv to become nominal • . 
Pruden<:e may restrain the banks for a time 

from venturing upon a large.' issue of notes 
than they can conveniently redeem, although 
any obi igation to pay their notes in cash is 
almost renrlered nugatory from tbe general 
want of specie; so tbat the real capital of 
the banks may be said to be employed in 
their own speculations, whilst the public are 
tradillg witb their paper. 

So IOIl~r as the banks have the privilege 
of issuillg small notes, silver coin will be 
lIIore or le~s excl udetl frolU circulation; for 
as huth specIe (Jnd bills pass cnrrt'llt at tbe 

~allle ratl~s fOI' the common purposes of life, 
the Je<ll"t valuable of the Iwo will alone remain 

in circulation; autl whenever any sudden tle-
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lIIanJ for specie arises, the banks, having the 
1argest supply at command, will have the 
power of regulating its value accordingly. 

The transactions of the British govern­
ment in the colonies being all payable in 
coin, the exchange is generally one or more 
per cent. against them; and. as their local 
drafts bear a premium in respect to bank 
notes, they have an indirect tendency to 
increase the issues of the laUer, and with. 
draw specie from circulation, although 
granted for the very purpose of promoting 
its free issue. The commissariat bills are 
drawn at 30 days' sight, at the rate of 48!d. 
more or less, per dollar, and bear a premiulU 
of 11 to 12 per cent. No coins are received 
into the military chest excepting dollars, 
half-dollars, Eng'lisb shillings and sove­
reigns. By an order from the Commissariat 
Office at Quebec, notice has been given, that 
from and after the 30th of November, 1832, 
British silver coin could only be received at 
the fluctuating exchange of other specie. 
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The amount of ;;pecie belongin~ to the B~'itish 
Government at their different POlits in Ca­
nada, Ilccording to n late return, did not 
exceed £'200,(100. sterling, the principal part 
of which wa" in dollars. The total amollnt 

of spf>cie and bullion in the ballks at Quebec 
and Montreal were as follow: 

Dec.;)), IS:)1. Dee 31, 1fl:12. 

Quebec Bank about £ 15.000 CUI'Y, .,.. .£ 14,llOO Cll"'. 
Montreal ditto,. 112,000 f/ 77 ,500 I 

Bank~ have also been established at York and Kingston. 

AnotlH'r di"advantage lInller which the 
folonies labom, from the abselJce of a circu­
latillg mediulll, is tll!}t of becoming, more 0\' 

Jess, dependellt on the Ullited States for their 
stlppl ies of spp.cie necessary fOl' t he common 
purposes of barter. The chief part of the 
hills 011 ElIO'Jalld have lauerly bePIl ~ellt from 

i'.> 

Canada tn New York to be negociated, 

either fill' returns in American dollars !'111f1 
half-dollars, or in payment of Americall pro­
duce previollsly rect'ived, thereby suL~jt'ct­
iog tht! colonial exchanges to be rultlJ by a 

03 
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foreign rate. Bills on New York at 3 days' 
sjo·ht bear a premium of H to 12 per cent. 

",. , 
A local coillage would, howevel', afford the 
means for the colonies to become independ­
ent of their neighbours in the nbove respects. 

The present sterl ing rate of the dollar in 
the colonies, and upon which the exchanges 
are calculated, is 48. 6d., but they only pass 
current for 4s. 4d. in commercial transactions, 
and are in reality not worth more than 48.2d., 
they therefore appear rated too high, as com­
pared with the real value of silver; and un­
less a truer standard be assigned to the dol­
lar, British gold and silver coin can never 
compete with them in circulation; indeed, 
English silver coins are very seldom to be 
seen in private hands, as they of course make 
a better remittance to England, where they 
fetch their sterling val ne, whereas do]Jars 
would lose 4t per cent. if sent abroad. Pri­
vate bills, at 60 days' sight, on London last 
year, bore a premium of from 8 to D per cent. 
and those of the banks 10 per cellt. 
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If British coin of the realm were intro­
duced as the only circulatin,!! medium in­
stead of local tokens, the greater part would 
probably find its way, as it bas hitherto 
done, either back to England as the prefer­
able remittance, 01" be hoardeu up by the 
banks against the issue of their small notes, 
and would therefore become an advantage to 
the latter, by enabling them to extenu their 
issues, whilst it would prove a detriment to 
the public at large, by enhancing the no­
Illinal value of thing's in general: in order, 
therefore, to keep any description of coin in 
( irculation, it would be necessary to prohibit 
tbe issue of small notes; and it would fur­
tber he requisite to exclude dollars, and 
ether foreign money from being' legal ten­
ders; for if more than one description of 
(',)in were allowed to pass as a circulating 
II edium tbe worst would remain in tbe Pro-, 
v nces whilst the other would he boarded , 
u.~ or find its way abroad: a proper local 



152 

coinag'p would of itself he the best means fOl' 

exd (((I i ng' foreign coi n, 
Bank notes circulate very little beyond 

the towns ill Lower Canada, for such is the 
aversion of the country people to every 
description of p'lper security, that whenever 
notes come info their hands, tlley invariably 
take them to the banks to be exchanged 
for specie. The Cat hoI ic clergy will not 
allow the Canadians to receive interest 011 

their money, and the latter therefore prefer 
boarding it up to the risk of lending it for 
nothing; but if a bank were established nn­
der the authority of the Government, it would 

at all events afford them a place of safe 
deposit. 

MOIlPY is so SC'lfce in Upper Canada, that 
mf~st of Ihe farmers are obliged to pay their 
lahourers with grain of some kind or other, 
and tho;;,e who receive it, must in turn barter 

it away at a lo~s, for whatever they may re. 
quire; thus wages become in a great measQre 
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nominal: although greatly out of proportion 
to the necessaries of life. A persoll, therefore, 
possessing ready cash at his command, can 
get bis work done at a lower rate; and, in 
making purchases, may always obtain a 
large discount from the seller. Produce for 
cash payments is oftentimes soM at frOID 20 
to 25 per cent. under the market val ue; the 
farmer can, however seldom obtain cash for 
more than one-fourth part of the amount of 
his produce, being generally obliged to admit 
payment of the remainder in goods: the re­
tail prices of most goods are on an average 
more than double their original cost in Eng­
Jand, particularly wearillg-appare1. It is 
estimated tbat every man, woman, anti child 
in Canada, uses on an average every 
year, to the value of £5. sterling of British 
manufact u res. 

Owing to this scarcity of specie, few per­
sons have even sufficient ready money at 
command, to pay their taxes when calJed 
for, trifling as they are; and farmers are ill 
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cOll~pquel\ce frequently ohliged to part wilh 
prorl uce cOllsidera bl y umler its real val ue, 

;11 order to raise mDIH'y to pay the tax ga .. 
tlif'rer; wltich. also, relilters the tuxes di{fi­

cult of collection. 
The advantl1ges that would arise from the 

circllhtion of a local currency, would be, 
that the (,trlner, by being' able to pay wages 
in money. might procure labour on more 
reasonable terms, and purchase his stores at 

lower prices. The labourer ill turn would 
be certain as to the amollnt of his pay, by 
receiving cash instead of produce, and als() 

have his property more under his own COI1-

trul. Lastly, the g<.'nernl effect of establish­

illg a local curr<.'ory, would be to give in­
('rt>ased ;;ecurity and activity tu agricultural 

as well as commercial ofwratiollsj and, at 
the same tillw t tfO!nd to ket'p down the rate of 

illterest 01) money, and red uce the premium 
un bills. 
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PRESENT REGULATIONS RESPECTlNO '1 HE 

CURRENCY. 

The legislature of Canada have the power 
of fixillg the current rate at which coin shall 
be a legal tender, but are restrailled f,'olll 
giving it a nominal sterling' value. A bill 
Was introd uced into the session of I ~30, in 
w'b,ich the fullowing regulations were adopted, 
fixing the val ue at w 11 ich certain coins were 
to pass, taking the standard value of the 
d{)lIar at GOd.: viz. 

GOLD. 

£. s. d. 

weighing 
dwts, guo 

Spanish doubloon 3 14 6 cY• 17 9 
American eagle •••• 2 10 0" It 6 
British sovereign •.• 1 3 1 tt 5 2! 

English and American go.ld coin if weighed, 
are sold at 898. pel" ounce, and Spanish at 
R7s. 8d., deducling' half a grain on every 

piece so weig·hed. 
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SILVER. 

s. d. 
Eoo-1isb crown .••••• 5 10 ey. 

~ 

shilling- •••• 1 1 " 
six pence. • •• 0 7 " 

Spanish milled dollar. 5 0 " 
American doI1ar .: •• 5 0 " 
French crown •••••• 5 6" 

grs. 

weig·h.415 

" I, 

" 
450 

half crown •• 2 6 
Pistareen, or shilling. 0 10 
Half llitto, or sixpence 0 5 

"~ ,I mostly defaced 

" 
COPPER. 

IOtd. of British coppers are equal to one 
shill iog' currency. 

Canada pound currency equal to four dollars, 
01' ISs. sterling'. 

Spanish and American dollars and half­
dollars, French crowns and g'old coins are 
leg'a1 tenders to any amount; but smaller 
denominations of silver money, are only a 
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legal tender to the amollnt of £10.; not 
more however tban the value of one dollar 
need be taken in pistareens and half-pi,>­
tareens. 

British silver coi[~s are cOI1"iderf'IJ only ns 
tokens, and pass currellt without referellce 
to their intrinsic value; by law they are 
only a legal tender to the amount of 40s., 
but as they represent a sterling value, they 
become, in fact, a sufficient tender. 

British copper coins are a legal tender to the 

amount of Is. currency. 

According to the same act, no note unlJer 
the nominal val ue of fi ve dollars, is allowed to 
be issued by any person, or by any bank, not 

incorporated by law, under a penalty of for­
feiting the nominal value of such note. 

From the foregoing observations it appears 

expedient :-
1. That sterling money sllOuld be esta .. 

,4ished as the money of account, and exclu .. 

Jively recognizable ill courts of law. 
p 



:2. That a loc:)1 coilnge should be issue<l 

10 rt'pre,.;ent sterling money, and that the 
samE' be Ill<lde a leg-al tellder. 

3. That the issue of batik notes Ullller the 
amollnt of tell Jollars be restricted. 

4. That dIp. slNlillg value of the Spanish 

dollars lJe established at 4.~. 4d., instead of 

4s.6d. 
5. Til It a valle be fixed upon :al1 pJd 

coins, lIOW ill circulatioll, aud a period named 

for their being called in. 
6. That 110 foreign cuin be admitted after 

such pel'iuu as a legal tender. 

It would probably only be necessary ID 

the first itlstalJce to issue a sjl ver coinage, ali 
the larger notes of the hanks might supply 
the place of guld. The coins should be of 
pure silver, coined at the present Mint rate 
of 6(k 10 the pound of silver, but passing iu 
the colonies for the respective sterling values 

they may be intended to rel'rt'sent: the coins 
to consist of fi ve shilling's, or crowns, two 
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shillings and sixpence, or lwlf-cro\'fns, 

shilling, sixpenny, and threepenny pieces, 

under Ille denomination of" British North 

American Colonial Tokens," expressing the 

nominal sterling value they are meant to pass 

for, wilh the impress of the" King of Eng­

Jand" on the reverse. 

A g'ood copper coin is also indispensable 

to do away with the base pieces of metal now 

in circnlatioll; and might consist of pennies, 

Ilalfpennif's, rind farthings, of the same value 

as ollr own. The greater part of the copper 

coin in circulation ('on"ists of coins of all 

nations, tllkells and bits of copper; but even 

of these it i;; s'lmelimes difficult to obtnin a 

shilJin;..:"" worth. Several emig-rants have 

Jately takt'!l out farthing'S with them, and 

"'hie-h, from tIle scarcity of ('opper coin, are 

passing as halfpennies. About five tons of 

('opper coin were sent ont by the British 

government to Canada ill 1832. 
SOllie orr()sition would no dOllht he marie 

1l00aiust ~ the 811 bstit u tion of sterlillg for cur-
IO • 
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rency in (,0111 ilion transactions, tllOUg-h the 
measure ought, however, to meet with every 
support from the mercantile interest, as it 
would greatly tend to facilitate operations 
with the mothel' country. The assimilating 
monies of account, and the issuing of a me­
tallic currency, bearillg the impress of the 
British sovereign, would at all events be a 
politic measure, and assist in keeping up a 
lien between the two countries; whereas the 
coins of Foreign states are now almost the 
only circulating medium, and are, moreover, 
nominally a legal tender, whilst the coins of 
the mother coulltry are not so. 

The recall of small notes might be made a 
matter of arrangement with tbe banks, so as 
not to distress them: although, as they have 
already received a value for tueir notes, they 
ought to consider themselves under an obli­
gation to redeem t{}pIn whenever so called 
upon, and which a sufficient circulating me­
dium would enable them to do. Banks can 
otherwise have no claim on their own behalf 
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against the general good; money beillg the 
standard of commerce, repreS€lIls tIle n'nl 
value of property, and ought to be kept as 

steady as all other measures are. Tile i""lIe 
of one dollar notes must ever have a telldelll'Y 

to keep specie out of circulation, and tire 
chief profit of the banks arises from tl,e j"sue 
of these notes, as comparatively speakiug 
tbere are few notes in circulation above the 
\'alue of ten dollars. The total val UP of 
lIotes in circulation by the banks of M":ltf'(·"l 
nnd Quebec. 011 the 31st of Deceml)!:'r In<;t, 
mnollnted to about £3Z6,OOO clIrrellcy, alill 

of hills discolillted by them to upwanls of 

£800,000. currency. 
A great portion of the issues madp by the 

hallks have been ad vanced on mortgnges; 

Ihese advances were probably made 011 a 
deteriorated value; but as the dollar lIlay 

have been considered the standard of the 1](>­

gociation, tbe creditor could in fairnp1'Os only 
claim the same nUllIber of dollars b;lt'k for 

his llutes, or such crtuivalcnt as woulu pro-
1'3 



cure him that number of dollars. The diffi. 
culty of raising- money on property in the 
colonies has given rise to a number of specu. 
lators ill land, who sell it to inexperienced 
persons, payable by instalments, with condi­
tion, that if they fail ill anyone of their in­
stalments, all previous payments become for­
feited, and I he property reverts to tbe seller; 
this often exposes the borrower, to the loss 
of a valuable property for a mere trifle. 

Tbe deteriorated coin ought to be called 
in at the public expencf', ~nJ melted down, 
proper precautions being taken to prevent 
the introduction of fresh coin, in order to 
profit by sucb recall, as well as to guard 
against the Provinces becoming at any future 
period, tbe receptacle of hase meta} froOl the 
United Slates,-French half-crowns, and the 

lower denominations of silver coins, such as 
Spanish quarter-dollars, pistareens, or fifths, 
and rials, or eighths, are those which are 
most deteriorated. 
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CONCLUSION. 

No one who emigrates to Canada with ra­
tional views is likely to be disappointed; the 
country is daily improving-, and only re­
quires an increase of industrious settlers to 
render it equal in point of convenience and 
comfort to any part of tbe globe. 

The man who is fond of a country life, and 
who can live within the limits of his own do­
mestic circle, may pass his time very agree­
ably in Upper Canada. 

The capitalist will find in most parts of 
Canada, an advantageous and safe employ­
ment for his money, either in the purchase of 
land or in building. The erection of saw 
and flour mills, making of potash, tanning-and 
brewing are all of them profitable pursuits. 

Tbe merchant and storekeeper may sen 
their goods at remunerating prices, in ex­
change for produce, which they can dispose 
of alYain in Montreal and Quebec, 011 advnn-o 
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tngeolls terms. The illtercourRe with tl)(~ 

.1rnerican States of Ohio nnd Michigan is also 
likely to become of considerahle importance. 

The farmer has abund,1I1t scope fur agri­

cultural pursuits in every bnllJch, and per­
!"ClOS of small mellns Illay safely uudertake 

farming with hired labour. 
The culture of hemp. if once generally 

underlllkell, promises tbe mos1 illlportaut re­

results. 
EstabJ ishing fisheries on the 13 kes, for cur­

jng salmon and herrings, as well as prepar­
ing'isinglass frolll till:> sturgeon, woulu am­
ply repay the adventurers. 

Finally the farm labourer and mechanic. 

if iudusfrious and sober, are sure to prosper. 



APPENDIX. 

INFORMATION PUBLISHED BY HIS 1I1AJESTY'S CO',I. 
l\IlSSIONERS FOR EMIGIlATION TO THE BRITISH 

COLONIES IN NORTH AMERICA. 

Colonial Office, February 9, 1832. 

THE object of the present notice is to afford such 
information as is likely to be useful to persons 
who desire either to emigrate, or to assist otbers 
in emigrating, to the British possessions in North 
America. 

In the first place, it seems desirable to 
define the nature of the assistance to be 
expected from government by persons pro­
ceeding to those colonies. No pecuniary aid 
will be allowed by government to emigrants; 
nor after their arrival will they receive grants 
of land, or gifts of tools, or any supply of 
provisions. Government doe5 not think it ne· 
cessary to give away land in a country where, by 
the lowness of its price, the plentifulness of 
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work, and the high rates of wages, an industrious 
man can earn enough in a few seasons to become 
a freeholder OV means of his own acquisitions. 

The land tl;at is for sale ,,-ill generally not be 

80ld for less than from 4s. to 5s. per acre; and 
in situations where roads have been made, or the 
grounrl has been partiall y cleared, the common 
prices latterly haye been 7s. 6d. to lOs. and 15s. 
Agents are maintained at the principal colo­

ninl ports, whose duty it will be, without fee or 
relrard from private indiyiduals. to protect emi­

grants against imposition upon their first landing 
-to acquaint~ them, with thc demann for labour 
in diff~rent districts-to point out the most ad­
vantareous routes, and to furnish them generally 
with all u~eful adrice upon the objects which 
they hal'e hnd ill vie\\' in emigrating. And when 

a private engagemr-nt cannot be immediately ob­
tained, employment will be afforded on some of 

the public works in progress in the colonies. 
Persons neIYly arri\-ed t;hould not omit to consult 
the government agent for emigrallts, and as lOU('it 

as pocsible shollld :lyoid detention in the ports, 

wllere they are exposed to all kinds of imposi-



W7 

lions. For tIle same purpose of guarilingagaiost 
:tIe frauds practised Oll new comers, and of pre­

venting all') improvident expeuditure at the first 
moment of arrival, it seems very desirable that 
individuals ""ho may wish to furnish emigrants 
with money for their use in the colonies, should 

have the means of making the money payable 
tIl ere, instead of giving it into tIle IlUntls of the 

emigrants in this country. The Commissioners 
for emigration are eugaged in effecting general 

arrangements for this purpose, and due notice 
will be given to the public when they shall be 

completed. The agent for emigration at Qilebec 
is A. C. Buchanan, Esq. On this whole 

sllbject of the mUllner of proceeding upon 
lauding it may be observed, in conclilsion, that 
il0 effort will be spared to exempt emigrants 

from allY necessity for delay at the place of dis­

"mbarkatioll, and from ullcertainty as to the op­

"ortullities of at once tUfuing tlJeil' laboul' to 

a::count. 
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Passage.-Passages to Quebec may either be 
engaged inclusive of provisions, or e.t'CiU8ive of 
provisions, in which case the ship owner finds 
nothing but water, fuel, and bed places without 
bedding. Children under fourteen years of age 
are charged one-half, and under seven years of 
age olle-third of the full price; and for children 
under twelve months of age no clJarge is made. 
V pon these conditions the price of passage from 
London, or from places on the east coast of Great 
Britain, has generally been 61. with provisions, 
or 3t. without. From Liverpool, Greenock, and 
the principal ports of Ireland, as the chances of 
delay are fewer, the charge is somewhat lower; 
this year it will probably be from 21. to 21. lOs. 
without provisions, or from 4/. to 51. including 
provlSlons. It is possible, that in March and 
April pal:isages may be obtained from Dublin for 
35s. or even 30s.; but the prices always grow 
higher as the season advances. In ships sailing 
from Scotland or Ireland, it has mostly been the 
custom for passengers to find their own provi­
sions; but this practice has not been so general 
in London, and some ship. owners, sensible of the 
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mistake which may be made in this matter through 

ignorance, are very averse to receiving passengers 
who will not agree to be victualled by the ship. 
Those who do resolve to supply their own provi. 
sions, should at least be careful not to lay in an 
insufficient stock; fifty days is the shortest pe­
riod for which it is safe to proYide, and from 
London the: passage is sometimes prolonged to 
seventy-five days. 

The best months for leaving England are cer­
tainly March and April; emigrants arriving Jate 
do not find employment so abundant, and have less 
time in the colony before the commencement of 
winter, The names of vessels proceeding to the 
North American colonies, and the addresses of 
their brokers, may be learnt at all ports of the 
United Kingdom, including the port of London. 
by personal application at the Custom-house of 
each port. The officers of customs, however, 
will not be able to answer written inquiries on 

the subject. 
Various frauds are attempted upon emigrants. 

Sometimes agents take payment from the emi­
grant for his passage, and then recommend him 

Q 
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to some tavern, where he is detained from day 
to day, under false pretences for delay; hut 
the best security is to name in the bargain for 
passage a particular day, after which, whether or 
not t he ship sails, the psssenger is to be received 
on board, and victualled by the owners. 

The conveyance of passengers to the British 
possessions in North America is regulated by an 
Act of Parliament, (9 Geo. IV. c. 31.) of which 
the following are the principal provisions: ships 
are not allowed to carry passengers to these co· 
lOllies unless they be of the height of nve feet and 
a half between decks, and they must not carry 
more than three passengers for every four tOilS of 
the registered burthen; there must be on board 
at least fifty gallons of pure water, and fifty 
pounds of bread biscuit, oatmeal, or bread stuff, 
for each passenger. 'When the ship carries the 
full number of passengers allowed by law, no part 
of the cargo, and no stores or provisions, may ·be 
carried between decks; but if there be less than 
the complete number of passengers, goods may 
be stowed between decks in proport,ion not ex-
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ceeding three cubical feet for each passenger 

wanting of the highest number. Masters of 

vesseh who land passengers, unless with their 
own consent, at a place different from that ori­

ginallyagreed upon, are subject to a penalty of 

201. recoverable by summary process hefore two 
Justices of the Peace in any of the North Ame­
ricau colonies. 

The enforcement of this law rests chiefly with 

the officers of his Majesty's customs; and per­
SOilS having complaints to make of its infraction, 
should address themselves to the nearest Custom­

house. 
Besides the sea voyage from England, persons 

proceeding to Callada should be provided with 
the means of paying for the journey which they 

may have to make after their arrival at Quebec. 

The cost of this journey lUust, of course, depelld 
upon the situation of the place II here the indivi­
dual may find employrncut, or where he JIlay have 

previously formed a wish to settle; but to alJ it 
will probably be llsefu! to possess tbe fulloll'iug 

report of the prices of conveyance, during the 
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bot seaSOIl, on the route from Quebec to York, 
the capital of Upper Canada. From Quebec to 
r.jolltreal (180 miles) by steam boat, the charge 
for an adult waS 6s. 6d.; from Montreal to Pres­
cott (120 miles), by boats or barges, 7s.; from 
Prescott to York (2;)0 miles), by steam-boat, 7s. 
The journey, perforIlled in this marmer, usually 
occupies ten or t\\'eh'c days; adding, therefore, 
lIs. for provisions, the total cost from Quebec to 
York (a distance of 550 miles) may be stated, 
according to the charges of last year, at If. ] Is. 6d. 
Persons who are possessed of sufficient means 
prefer to travel by land that part of the route 
where the St. Lawrence is not navigable by steam­
boats, and the journey is then usually performed 
in six days, at a cost of 61. It must be observed, 
that the prices of conveyance are necessarily fluc­
tuating, and that the foregoing account is only 
presented as sufficiently accurate for purposes of 
information in this country; leavillg it to the 
government 'agent at Quebec to supply emigrants 
with more exact particulars, according to the 
circumstances of the time at which they may 
arrive. 



PRICE OF LABOUR IN LOWER CANADA IN 1831. 

1. Agj·iculturallabow·ers, capable cif manag­

ing a farm in tIle capacity of a bailijJ: per day.­
January to March, 28.; April, 28. 4d.; May, 
28. 6d.; June, 28. 2d.; July, 28. 8d. j Augnst, 
38.; September, 2s. lOd.; October, 28. 3d.; 
November, 28. 4d.; December, 28. 2d. ;-gene­
rally engagpd by the year at 30/. to 501. per 
annum; very little encouragement for this de­
scription of labourers. 

2. Common laOOltl'er8.-January and February, 
Is. 8d.; March, l.y. 10£1.; April, 28.; May, 
28. 4d.; June and July, 28. 6d.; August, 28. 7d.; 
September alld October, 2s. 7d. j November, 

2.1'. 5d.; December, Is. IOd.; without food or 

lodging-. 
3. Jleclutrlic.~ of peculiar qunlijications.-Ja­

nuary to March, 58.; April. 28. 3d.; May, 78. 6d.; 
June, 9a.; July, lOs. 6ll.; August, lOs.; Sep­
tember, 9s.; October, 8s. 8£1.; November, 7s.; 

December, 5s. 
4. Second rate, ditto.-January, February, and 

March, 4s.; April, Ss.; May, 68.; JUIJC and 

Q3 
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I uly, 68. 3d. j August and September, 5s. 4d. ; 
October, 6s. 3d.; November, 68.; December, 

5s.4d. 
5. Third rate, ditto.-January to March, 38.; 

April, 38. 5d.; May, 38 • ..td.; June to October, 
cis.; November, 3s. 6d.; December, 38. :-Me­
chaDic's wages are from custom regulated on the 
1st of May and November in each year. 

6. Mason8 and Carpenters.-January to April, 
4s.; May, 58.; J uoe to October, 5". 5d.; No­
vember, 58.; December, 48. 6d. :-Good brick­
layers scarce. Little employ in winter. 

7. Carpenters.-January to April, 48.; May, 
to October, 5s.; November,4s.2d.; December, 
48. :-Good carpenters scarce. 

8. 'Yorking Black8miths.-January to March, 
58.; April, 58. 4d.; May. 5s. Sd.; June to No­
vember, 6s.; December, 5s. 6d. :-Not at ma­

chinery. 
List of the places whence has been deri ved the 

information contained in the above statement :­
Quebec, }.Iontreal, Three Rivers, Berthier, L'As­
somption) Terrebonne) L'Acadie, Lacole Sher-. ) 
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brooke, Drummondville, Sheiford, Nicolet" and 
Caldwell's Manor. 

CURRENT RATES OF LABOUR IN UPPER CANADA IN 

1831. 

Derived from ,'eturns from each district, of tke 
IOlVest and highest prices. 

Agricultural labour, per day.-Ottawa, from 
28. to 38. 9d.; Midland, from 2s. 6d. to 3s. 6d. j 
Bathurst, from 28. to 38. 6d.; Newcastle, from 
28. 6d. to 48.: Home, from 28. 6d. to 48.; Nia­
gara, from 2s. to 48.; ""Vestel'll, from 28. to 38. 9d.; 
London District, Huron Tract, from 2s. 6d. 
to 48. 

Agricultural labour, per month, and fonnd.­
Ottawa, from 11. lOs. to 21. lOs.; Midland, from 
11. lOs. to 2/. 58.; Bathurst, from 11. J 5s. to 
2l. lOs.; Newcastle, from 2/. to 2/. lOs.; Home, 
from 2l. 15s. to 3/. lOs.; Niagara, from 21. lOs. 
to 31.; Western, from 11. lOs. to 2/. lOs.; Lon­
don District, Huron Tract, from 21. to Sf. 

Blacksmiths, per day.-Ottawa. from 5s. to6s.; 
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Midland, from !is. to 68.; Bathurst, from 58. to 
68.; :Newcastle, r from 58. to 68. 3([.; Home, 
from 58. to 5s. 6d.; Niagara, from ;;8. to 68. 6d. ; 
1Vestern, from 58 .. to 78.; London District, Hu 
ron Tract, from 5s. to 78. 

lIfillwright8, per day.-Ottawa, from 58. to 
78. 5d.; Midland, from 58. to 78. 6d.; Bathurst, 
from 58. to 78. 5d. ; Newcastle, from 58. to 78. 6d.; 
Home, from 58. 6d, to 88.; Niagara, from 58. 6d. 
to 88.; Western, from 58. to 88; London Dis­

trict, Huron Tract, from 58. to 88. 
lIJasons, per clay.-Ottawa, from cls. to 68. ; 

Midland, from 4s. to 68.; Bathurst, from 4s. to 

68.; Newcastle, from 48.6d. to 65. 6d.: Home, 

from 48. 6d. to 7s. 6d.; Niagara, from 4s. 6d. to 

7s. Gd.; "'estern, from 58. to 78. 6d.; London 
District, Huron Tract, from 5s. to 78. 6d. 

Carpenters per clay.-Ottawa, from 38. 6d. to 
58. 6d.; Midland, from 48. 6d. to 68. ; Bathurst, 

from 48. to 68.; Newcastle, from 48. to 68. 6d.; 
Home, from 68. 6d. to 78. 6d.; Niagara, from 

58. 6d. to 78. 6d.; Western, from 58. to 78. 6d.; 
London District, Huron Tract, from 58. to 
78.6d. 
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Other tl'adcs, per month and found.-Ot_ 

tawa, from 4/. to 4t. lOs.; Midland, from 41. 

to 5t.; Bathurst, from 4/. to 5t.; Newcaetle, 

from 4/. lOs. to 51. lOs.; Home, from 51. to 

51. lOs.; Niagara, from 5l. to 51. lOs.; Western, 

from 5t. to 51. 12s. 6d.; London District, Huron 

Tract, from 51. to 51. 128. 6d. 

Female servants.-Average, througbout Upper 

Canada, from 15s. to 308. per month, and found. 

The Canada Company have for Sale, ill Upper 

Canada, 2,233,000 .dcres of Land of the 

following description: 

FIRST-CROWN RESERVES. 

THESE are farms generally of 200 acres, which 

were reserved when the lalld waS originally Sur­

veyed, and have been sold by the Crown to the 

Canada Company, who are DOW selling them out 

to individuals wishing to settle on them: they 

are scattered in almost every towmhip through­

out the Province, which gives emigrants, who 

have friends and relations already settled in th~ 
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colony, the means of choosing a ~ituation in their 
vicinity, For the benefit of emIgrants wIto can­
not aff~rd to purchase a whole lot, the Compauy 
divide their 200 acre lots into two, and /sell a 
half lot, tiJat is, a farlll of about 100 acres, to 
suit the convenience of purchasers. 

SECOXD--BLOCKS OF LAND. 

'When the colony was first settled, several 
townships were surveyed without reserving one­
seventh for the Crown; but when that arrange­
ment was determined on, the Crown's proportion 
of land was reserved in Blocks, in the nmur­
veyed, or partially surveyed, towllships: these 
Blocks are situated chiefly in the Gore and west­
ern districts-the principal of,these)s Guelph, 
situated about twenty-one miles froID the head of 
the Lake Ontario j it consists of about 42,000 
acres, of wllich about 15,000 are still for sale; it 
contains nearly] ,'200 inhabitants, and a village, 
in which are a good grist and saw mill, stores, 
taverns, a school, and all kinds of mechanics and 
tradesmen; a Presbyterian and Episcopal church 
are in progress j a miuister of the kirk of Scot-
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land resides there, and a church of England 
clergy man occasionally visits it. From the class of 
emigrants that have lately gone there, and from 
the conveniences afforded in a settlement of some 
standing, it will be found a desirable residence for 
persons of moderate capital. Persons desirous 
of purchasing partially cleared farms, can gcne~ 
rally procure them in the township. 

The other Blocks are all excellent land, and 
would be desirable purchases for communities of 
settlers. 

THIRD-THE HURON TI!AC'C. 

After the experience of flYe years, and after 
every part of it having been thoroughly explored, 
the Commissioners can with confidence recom­
mend the lalld of this tract as superior to any 
body of land of equal magnitude, either in the 
Province of Upper Canada, or the States of New 
York, Pennsylvania, Ohio, or the Territory of 
Michigan. The soil is of a rich loam; the trees­
the sugar maple, basswood, elm, beech, and 
chclTy-timbel' which is known in this country 
to indicate the very best land. It is a table 
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lalld, being from lsO to: 'lOO fect above the level 

of Lake Huron, but its snmmit is diversified and 

rolling) it is watered by numerous streams, and 

possesses every qualification which enSures a 

good settlement. 
The town of Goderich is the capital of the 

tract; it is situated in the mouth of the River 

Maitland, the basin of which forms an excellent 

harbour; it coutains several stores, and there is 

a good grist and saw mill in its immediate vici­

nity. Another saw mill, on a large scale, is 

erecting on the River Sable, and three grist and 

as many saw mills will, be commenced in the 

course of this season. 

One great advantage which the Huron Tract 

possesses over other wild lands is its roads; these 

have been cut at an immense expense, in the Y~ry 

best manner that roads are constructed in t"is 

country. The harbour of Goderich gives a facl\ 

lity of shipping produce at the one end of the 

Tract, while the Grand River Ouse will this 

summer be rendered navigable to Brantford; and 

it is then proposed to render the Nith also navi­

gable, thus giving a water communication to each 



181 

end of the Tract. Depots of provisions and tools 
are forming along the main road, and taverns are 
establishing at convenient distances from each 
other. 

To encourage the settlement of their lands, 
the Canada Company have, for the present sea­
son, resolved to give settlers who purchase from 
them in the scattered Crown reserves not less 
than 200 acres, Ol" in the township of Guelph and 
the Huron Tract, 100 acres, :l. passage free of 
expense to the head of Lake Ontario, in the fol­
lowing manner: the emigrant deposits with the 
Company's agent at Quebec a sum of money equal 
to the price of his conveyance to the head of the 
lake, ancl talws a recei pt for it, getting at the 
same time a pass ticket to the Company's for­
warders on the route; when he has fixed upon 
h\s land, he shows this receipt to the agent, or 

l'..;'resents it at the Company's office in York, and 
it is taken in part payment of his second in­
stalment. 

'fhe purchaser is allowed to pay for his lot 
by six instalments in five years; on paying of 
the first of which, one-jiftlt, he receives a letter 

It 
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acknowledging the receipt of the money paid, 
and giving him a right to occupy the lot. 

Queoec, •• ..•• III • 

Montreal, •• , ••• 
Prescott, •••••• 
Kingstolt, •••••• 
By town, •••••• 
Longuiel, •••••• 
Perth, ..... III ••• 

Belleville, • ••••• 
Napanee, •••••• 
CoboU1'g, •••••• 
Dundas, 
Fort Erie, •••••• 
Buffalo, •••••• 
Port Talbot, •••• 
Aldbo1'ough, • ••• 
Amherstburgh, •• 
Sandwich, •••••• 
Batdoon, •••••• 

AGENTS. 

John Davidson, Esq, 
Messrs. Hart, Logan, & Co. 
John Patton, Esq. 
James Sampson, Esq. 
Charles Shirreff, Esq. 
C. P. Treadwell, Esq. 
Alex. Fraser, Esq. 
James H. Sampson, Esq. 
Allen Macpherson, Esq. 
J. G. Bethune, Esq. 
Andrew T. Kerby, Esq. 
James Kerby, Esq. 
E. Johnston, Esq. 
Colonel Burwell. 
John McFarlane, Esq. 
William Berczy, Esq. 
Joseph Woods, Esq. 
William Jones, Esq. 

Canada Company's Office, 
York, May I, 1832. 
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CITY OF TIlE FALLS. 

It is proposed to found a city near the Falls 
of Niagara, which from the elevated position of 
the grounds, and their contiguity to the Falls, 
possess the ad,'antages of a situation, the most 
healthy on the continent of North America. 

The heat of summer can there be borne with 
pleasure, while at the same time the annoyance 
of mosquitos and other insects is unknown. The 
agitation of the surrounding air, produced by the 
tremendous falls, combined with the elevation 
and dryness of the soil, and the absence of all 
swamps, are the causes of the salubrity of this 
district, so that the site may be regarded as the 
most appropriate on the Ame;ican continent for 

the ohject adverted to. 
The proposed "City of the Falls," will stand 

in the direct routes of those travelling from the 
cities in the valUes of the Mississil'i and Ohio 
to New York, Boston, Montreal, and Quebec, 
whither all who visit the continent of North 
America will resort to behold this most stupen­

dous work of nature. 
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A consideration of these advantages have led 
to the formation of a company of gentlemen, who 
have purchaseu Mr. Forsyth's grounds and houses, 
exceeding 400 acres, and who purpose to layout 
the grounds and houses so purchased in streets 
and squares to be sold in lots for buildings, ac­
cording to a scale, insuring the general comfort 
and convenience of the new community. 

The association purposes to place the esta­
blishments of the Pavilion and Ontario House 
under the superintendence of a gentleman, who 
will provide suitable characters for the same, 
intimately acquainted with their duties, so that 
all who resort there will find a union of comfort, 
with economy, in the midst of a society truly 
desirable. 

Hot, cold, and shower baths will be erected 
north of the Table rock, and over these a 
splendid pump-room, reading-rooms, library, 
and refreshment rooms, with an orchestra for 
the accommodation of all visitors. 

About forty acres, including the highly pic­
turesque banks, are to be appropriated to plea­
sure gardens, with walks, shaded seats, and 



185 

every attraction, so as to render t.he proposed 
city one of the most delightful places of retreat. 

Lots will be set apart for places of public 
worship, schools and halls for literary institu­
tions. 

A number of cottages will be forthwith 
erected, and furnished for private families re­
sorting to the Falls during the summer, who will 
have to provide nothing but their linen and plate, 
and may dine either at the Pavilion or in their 
own cottages. 

The Pavilicm alone is intended to receive gen­
tlemen and families who propose remaining' longer 
than one week. The Ontario Bouse, for those 

who may not feel disposed to remain so long. No 
bar-room will be suffered at either house. "Vine 
of the best quality of its kind will be furnished 
on such moderate terms as will atrord a liberal 
profit, without the extravagant prices which so 

universally prevail. 
Peculiar advantages will be afforded slleh gen­

tlemen as shall erect, during the present or 
ensuing year, cottages or houses for their per­
manent dwellings or summer residence. 

a3 
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The streets will be laid out and marked, fol' 
the accommodation of persons desirous of aco; 

quiring building lots. Materials for buil~ingTarc 
from 50. to 100 per cent. cheaper than In ?\ ew 

York or most other cities. 
Mechanics connected with building, will fwd 

it their interest to acquire a residence at the 

proposed city. 
The eity will afford a most agreeable perma~ 

nent residence for l'I~spectable families, with 
limited incomes, as all the necessaries, and the 
chief luxuries of life are remarkably cheap, and 
attainable on more moderate terms than in Eu­
rope; and where the best society will meet, 
without the expense of entertaining them.­
While at the same time, it will prove a residence 
admirably adapted for placing children in the 
way of earning their own independence either 
in the United States or Canada, as good schools 
will be formed there. 

A charter will be applied for, so that aliens 
may hold real estate in the city. 

PROPRIETORs.-The Hon. "V. Allan, President 

of the Bank of Upper Canada; James Buchanan, 



187 

Esq., His~ Majesty's Consul, New York; t}le 

Hon. Thoma~ Clarke; the Hon. J. H. Dunn~ 
Receiver General; Thomas Dixon, Esq., Presi­
dent of the Society of St. George, New York; 
Lieutenant-General Murray, of the British Army; 
James Robinson, Esq., and Samuel Street, Esq. 

The survey is now being made, aud an agent 
attends to give all necessary information, and 
dispose of the luts. 



Stati8tical and Population Returns of Lowe1' Canada, for the year 1831. 

Hous~ .......................................... . 
Total of population ............................. . 
Persons in connection wilh the church of England, 
Persons in connection with the church ofScutiaud, 
Roman Catholics ............................... . 
N\lmber of acres occupied ...................... . 
Number of acres tilled ......................... . 
13ushels of wheat, 1830 ........................ .. 
Ditto of pea.~, do. " ............................. , 
Ditto of DaIs, do ................................ . 
D!tto of barley, do .............................. . 
DItto of rye, d() ................................ . 
Ditto of Indian corn, do ....................... .. 
Ditto of potatoes, do ..... , ........ , ............ .. 
Ditto of buck wheat, do ....................... .. 
Hornell caltle .................................. ,. 
Horses ........................................ . 
Sheep ........................................ .. 
Pigs ........... ~ ... " ............... , ....... ,., .. 
Colleg'es, academleR, and convents ••••••••••••• ,. 
Elementary schools ........................... . 
Taverns ....................................... . 
Grist mills .................................... .. 
Saw mills .................................... .. 
Distilleries ..................................... . 
Fotash manufactories .......................... .. 
Persons ae.tually settled, born in Great IJritain, ar· 

rived by seuince the 1st of May, 1825 ........ .. 

Three ! 
'-

j\lonlr .. al.. Quebec, Hi \'ers, \ Gaspe. \ Total. 

48323 
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4~21~O~ 

{i?;C15.'J 
22 U7..1 7 
7,;057 

310523 
174417 

21 
b39 
640 
2;)5 
251 

56 
462 
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\19811\1 477tiG GUtlJ 
16B5!H7 62UUU2 130214 
562778 2':;JH7 18G87 
IJIlH87 3l:!3':'44 103 .. 2 

12 GS2 55:100 92U 
798133 426760 5520 
92752 21417 4U~3 
3G7+! 2,-,-11 :lltl 

481 2555..1 256 
169585.1 911l'!,1;; , 529465 

81112 2SU43 231 
I047yG 4.'<7,)2: 54!! 
2GJI3 137 JU i 671 

J 5~ J,~~ 711 51:! I 8980 
74iil" 39766 6.109 

15 2 
340 161 
311 78 

[J-1 60 
3~8 135 

4 )() 
b 22 

9 
8 
6 
3 

9240 464' )15 

82431 
511917 
3~62(/ 
I.~069 

403472 
4981793 
2065913 
J'W-liGt', 
984758 

3l-!2274 
394795 
234529 
339G33 

7357~J(j 
\(l(;059 

389706 
116686 
543343 
295131 

38 
1099 
1035 
395 
737 
70 

489 

21594 



Districts, Counties, and Principal Towns il2 Cppcr Canada, witlt their POJiN­
latiun Relll riiS for ltG~. 

Dis:trjc\s. (,,,unties. ! rriucip.11 TIIl\HS. 1 Pnpu!alinn. 

I \ 

" ~i!~tl~,lI Y ....•••••..........•. j I.JocJskr , Ch;]rlntknberg .......•.•••... 
I. East<ru. .. \ ',Stnrm"nt ...................... I (',;rn\\"II, US/lJl.HI rr;." .. ' •..•.......••••••. t 21)iOO 1, \)und.1S ..• ~ ••.. ~ •.••• U'" ....... ! \\ Jill..llD::-hurg. ],J,ltdda .....••••.•••••••. ~ 
.., OttAwa {Il-)n'-'~t>ntt, ••••••.••..••••••.••••. ! II;:twkeshllrg:,c(delluula, •••••••••.••••••. \} 

a . •••• I JlU~Sl~lt ..•• 0.0 ••••••••••••••• 0 I~u:,::-;~·lI, l"';tIlll-,ri(l~e .•.•.•.••••••.••• 0 ••• 

3 13 II ··t 5 Cuid,)ll ....................... Huntly,Ham"')': ....................... } 20400 
• ,\ IU\ ~ .•• 1. L'ln~lrk •••••••••••••••••••••••• [.an,lJ k .................................. • 

4. Johnston •• { Gr('IIVllle ••••• " •••••.......... l-·r'_·s\~')tt •. Al\gn~ta ............ : .•••••••. } 24300 
Lt't'd~ , .......................... Le~d~, l:.itz,lIJeth Town, Brnckvdle •.•••. ' 

~ 
FronteD"'- ...... , ............... Kl:\(jSTO:'l, P,tsbur!'.'l, ................. ~ 

5. lUidland. .. 1;~~~Hl~")X. ;'Hll~ Ad,t~ingtonH"'"'''' ~,rll('~.t _T~.·)~':nf Frl?d.eril·:~~:'rg '" ........... 37,200 
1 Illtt'EtlnJrd:s .••••.•••••• -, •. ~nph,~\:::ihtq."A\"n,ehasl;tl.~ ..•••••••••••••• 
I~'lstln::.:, ............................ P~!1('\'(11(;:, Tlturlow .................... . 

G. Newcastle. f ::\o\".lbulIlL1c!lilOtl ................. Cob,)urg·, Ah}WICk ....................... } 21000 
~ 1?1I1harn .... H ........ r ••••••••• Purt Hope, BurlIngtun .. H.............. I 

7. Home ..... ): ,,,,·k aud Simcoe ................ YUn K ............. .................... 40,600 
8 Gore ) I-hlton ....................... Guelph, l)atlin~t'Jn ..................... } 27 '>00 

. • •••••• 1. \\'entwol'th ..................... Anr.1.:-.ter, Hamtltnu, Dundas .. ••••.••••• ''" 
n Nhgal'a 5 Lllllotn ......................... Niagara. QUt~tu~tlJ\ru ••.....•.•••.••.•.. l 1)4 ()I)I) 
•. ' ... ~ lIal<lllllallJ. .................... Sherbrooke ............................. 5 • ,-

j 
Norfolk ........................ Dover .................................. ~ 

10. Loudon... 0,1;,,'<1 .•... , ..... """ " ...... OxforJ ...... ....... ...•.•. ............ .. 28800 
M"ldltsex ..................... London................................ ' 
Huroll Tract .................... Goderich, \Vihuot .... " ............... . 

n. \Vestcrn .•• r Kent .......................... Chat bam ..... ; ......................... } 10,600 
1. Essex .......................... Ami1erstberg, Chatham ............ " ... 

5,500 

:Wl,500 
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