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PREFACE . 

. In publishing the8e Lectures in their present form, I am 
only complying with the general desire' of the people, to 
whom, at different places, they were addresicd. The 
opinions they contain as to the future of British Columbia 
are so different to those commonly entertained, that I 
should have hesitated in their publicatio~, had they not 

. been endorsed by the intelEgence of the country. The 
mere fact of my having seventeen years'. experience in the 
mines of California, though it might give weight to my 
opiaions, would not confer the authority I desire on this 
occasion. If the publication of my opinions is .to do any 
good in the world, it must be known, I am not speaking 
merely as an individual, but on the behalf and under the 
sanction of the community. I have, therefore, thought it 
necessary to append the resolution adopted by the audience 
at New Westminster, the Capital of the Colony, and signed 
by Henry Holbrook, Esq., President of the Municipal 
Council, as it conveys precisely the authority under which I 
desire to appear. 

LEGH H.A.RNETT. 
VIcroau., Feb; 'l'tb, 1868. 

The Lecturer sat down amidst loud and, enthusiastic 
applause, after which the Hon. J. Robson read the following 
address, which was seconded by Jas. Cunningham, Esq., 
unanimously adopted by the meeting, and presented to Mr 
Harnetl, who duly acknowledged the same :-

To LEGH HARNETT. EsQ., 
SIB,.;;_Having had the pleasure of listening to your two 

Lectures on British Columbia, including all its interests, we 
cannot allow you to leave without making some acknow­

, Iedgment of our great indebtedness tq you. We have been 
astonished at ·your powers of observation, and impressed 
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with the correctness of your reasoning, and still mor,e have 
we been surprised at the vast amount of interesting and 
important information you have collected in so short a 
time. 

It iR little to say that w_e heartily endorse what you have 
advanced in regard to the advantages and re'3ources of this 
Cobny. Unqllostionably the country owes you much, and 
it is as gratifying tons to say as it will doub.tless be to you 
to be a~ . ..:urcd that you leave us with the respect and 
gratitude of all classes. We hope the interruption to our 
intercourse will be Ehort, and that we shaJl soon have the 
pleasure of seeing yon among·st us ngain. If so, you may 
rely upon meeting with a hearty reception. 

Signed, on behalf ~f the :Meeting, 

H. HOLBROOK, 
' President Municipal Council. 

NEw WESTMI:<IS:!'ER, Nov. 27th, 1867. 
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Mn PREsiDENT :-It is just eighteen months since I came 
a stranger amongst you; to learn and not to teach. When I 
look back through that short period and see how my position 
has changed, I may be pardoned, if I keenly feel the !'e· 
sponsibility it entails, and dl'precate, in some measure, the 
importance attached to my opinions. It is true that I am 
no longer a stranger, that my name has become familiar to 
almost every house}10ld in the land, that J have been en· 
trusted with a most important duty; but all this, I think, 
may be attdbuted as much to circumstance as to merit. I 
first came here for the purpose of compiling a brief history 
of the Colony, to be published in another form, which gave 

. ine the fullest opportunity of understanding its real condi· 
tion. The favorable conclusion::; I drew from the evidence 
before me were made known to the community at a public 
meeting in the theatre ; and thus, it was natural, on 
coming the second time, to complet-e my original business, a 
general desire should prevail for me to visit the upper 
country and judge honestly of its future, by my mining 

· experience in California, I believe, it is admitted by alli 
I have discharged the onerous duties of that exploration 
faithfully in every respect; that I have omitted nothing, 

. overlooked nothing, neglected nothing having a remote 
bearing on the. future 'of the Colony, and I am here to night, 
after five months' excessive labor, exposure and fatigue to 
submit to· you the final result of my investigations. ·I con· 
fess I have felt much anxiety about the character of this 
meetin~~;, for if my labors are to do any good, so abu!'led and 
slandered hlhl the Colony been, I must not speak on this 
matter as a private individual, but for tho -community, ,and. 
under their sanct:on. The intellectual and social element I 
see present encourages me to speak boldly, while it warns 
me·-to speak honestly. I shall do both, and if I succeed in 
gaining the concurrence of those before whom I stand •o 
night, I shall consider I have accomplished a succe~:~s of 
which any man may be proud. 
· You are a ware, Mr President, that this lecture is to em· 
-brace the whole of your mining interests, with a description 
ofyoqr entire mining territory. On this ground I must 
claim your indulgence, for there are few thiGgs in life mere 
difficult than to make such a lecture attractive to an audience 
having little knowledge of geology and less connection with 
the mines. Under ordinary circumstances, it is nothing but 
a relation of specific terms and dry detail, which it is im­
possible to diversify or embellish. In this case, I think, I 
may fairly claim the indulgence ·asked, for you have all, 
ihouih it may not appear _so, a. dire~t connexion with tha 



mines-a connexion, in fact; which governs yo~r fuh~re c?n· 
dition. There cannot, in my opinion, be ,any Immed.mte Im­
provement in the g~ne:al interests of the Colony, I~ com­
merce, trade, agncnltnre, real est~te, ma~ufacture~, ~c., 
without an immediate improvement m the nnnes. W1tho~t 
the latter, the others must remain .languishing in th.mr 
present unhealthy state for a ~or.g penod! probably the hfe­
time of the present generatiOn; but w1th the latt~r, the 
change would be mno·ical-new life, vigor, enterpnse and 
prosperity would exist eYery~here, and comp~ratively to. as 
great an extent as in Califorma, after her mmmg depresswn 
in 1858. PreciEelv in the same way that an 1.mnat1.tral pro­
sperity in the mines gave, at first, an unnatural life to the 
whole Colony, you can measure the result of a return to a 
natural prosperity in the mines, such, I mean, as the~ are 
really capable of regaining~a new life, and better stl~l,, a 
rational life. would be infused into the whole body pohtiC, 
from which a permanent prosperity nc>er known before 
would follow ; for you, like ourselves, in California, I 
imagine, would not soon forget the bitter lesson of your mis­
fortunes. Thus, it will be seen, the real prospect of the 
mines developed, and the extent and capacity ot the aurifer­
ous territory undeveloped, is a question of absorbing im­
portance, which no cla~:>s of peroons in the Colony can ignore 
or treat with indifference, for it certain])· involves the very 
condition of their existence. I rely, therefore, to-night on 
self-interest, at ~ll times a powerful agent with mankind, to 
excite the attention I desire, while I endeavor to show what 
your mines are positively to·day and what your mining ter· 
ritory must be hereafter. 

The mining explorer or engineer, who seeks to attain a 
competent knowledge of this portion of the Pacific Coast, 
must have a general if not an intimate acquaintance with its 
mineral formation, as it appears elsewhere, otherwise its 
extent will frustrate all his exertions and its character baffie 
all his ingenuity. But with a knowledge of the rr.ineral 
formation of California (which I have studied practically for 
seventeen years) he has the key of the whole Coast, which 
n?t only fa.cilitates hiR labors at any given point but renders 
h1s concluswns thereon accurate and reliable. It was this 
experience and knowledge I lJrought to bear on British 
Columbia while trac~ng for hund1·eds qf miles the unity and 
correctness of her mmeral forn1ation. The same mistake I 
find, and a mischievous one it is, has been made here that 
~c ~ad~ in California, adopting a general system of mining, 
Similar m all cases and in all fl.istricts, without. in some 
d~grec first understanding the source of those mines. The 
mmer, who labors to develop the auriferous deposits, or the 
~xplorer, who seeks to understand their extent and character 
1f they would avoid endle~s failures and ruinous expendi~ 
t~res, must b~th study two things, viz., the mineral forma· 
t1~n _f~om whtch those deposits originally came, and the 
pnm1t1ve water-sheds by which they were originally located. 
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To s-implify this lectijre to the· full comprehension of those 
p'l'esent, who cannot be ·expected to be familiar with the 
fundamental principles of mining and exploring, I shall care­
fully eschew all technical and scientific terms while I take 
you step by step through the vastness and yet the legitimacy 
of your mining territory and explain seriatim the facts which 
have led me gradually to form such an exalted opinion of 
your slandered country. First, then, 

THE MINERAL FORMATION. 

It is a great mistake, in my opinion, of many very com­
petent persons to deny the continuity of true organic veins 
and the existence ot any natural laws by which we can 
determine their permanency and richness. For my own 
part, I am a. firm believer in the continuity of organic veins, 
in obediencJ to the course of electricity, now ~enerally ad­
mitted to be the grand agent of their fonnation; for, as 
Prescott beautifully remarks, "it is eiectrici ty, mysteriously 
powerful in this as in other departments of material ex­
istence, that teaches these veins what course to take, where 
to accumulate and where to lie down and rest." Modern 
science has demonstrated, beyond all question, the universal 
influence of this agent throughout the raiJge of animal life 
and material existence. Why, then, deny it in the aggrega­
tion of mineral veiqs, and thus retain the difficulties, which 
for ages have proved a. stumbling block to geology and 
scientific mining? I was first led to believe in this theory 
when exploring the great mineral formation of the Coast, 
from the Southern boundaries of California to Oregon, 
especially the copper system ; and I have since become con­
firmed in that belief by my recent explorations thence 
through your territory up almost to the Rocky Mountains, 
a distance, in a direct line, of some 1200 'miles or more. 
From the extreme south, through the intermediate regions to 
the extreme north, I find the same unity of formation, the 
same continuity of course, the same extent of width, the 
same disposition of metal, the same relation of rock, and 
therefore how can I longer doubt it all springs from the 
same parentage ; that the great mineral formation of Cali­
fa:rnia and British Columbia are one and the same thing, and 
that when placed under the same expenditure of capital and 
the same intelligence of labor, as these primary agents of 

·successful entet·prise and industry naturally gravitate to 
their level, they will equal each other in the same endless 
wealth. I believe 1 could not do the Colony a greater ser· 
vice than by proving the id.entity of the mineral system of 
the Coast at the extreme north and the extreme south. The 
world knows what gold California has produced, still pro­
duces,' and for years will produce ; the world, if it pleases, 
may know thereby what British Columbia, struggling at 
present under the early difficulty of California, an un~ 
natural inequality between labor,·food and capitl!-1, will be, 
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when like California, she has out-lived that difficulty and 
started fairly in her career of p;o~perity, and, so from tlie 
quantity of gold, the world may, 1f It pleases, form a correct 
estimate abo of all other natliral products and elements of 
wealth. I do not concur with those political economists who 
think there is no udvanta(J'e to a country in being gold­
bearing. Would Calif?rni'a a~d A u_stralia be to-day what 
they really are, magmficent m thmr present and future 
history unless for the last fifteen years they bad produced 
from $40,000,000 to $60,000,000 every year? In California, 
I know, all the e:ements of productive wealth, commerce, 
agriculture manufactures, existed for many years, and do 
still to a g;eat extent, in proportion to the yield of gold, 
thouO'h havino- received a good start from the product of 
gold~ they ar~ fortunately all fast becoming self-sustai~ing. 
I see the same thino- goino- on around me here-the hfe of 

b ~ b b f the Colony governed in the past, the present, t e uture, 
by the yield of gold-exalted or depressed, stagna~t or pro­
gressive, according to the year's yield. H~w all 1mpor~ant 
then to have a correct knowledge of the mmeral formatiOn, 
which, in fact, determines the extent and richness of the 
auriferous deposits, which again in their turn decide the life 
or death of the country for years. The ignorant may deny,· 
the educated may douJJt, one man's ability to see farther into 
a rock than another, and yet with an altiding faith in nature 
he can do so, and does do so, in all mining countries. I 
know very well the Great Creator n~ver . errs or belies II is 
purpose, and on looking over the universe we find every­
thing "that is, is well." Now, in the same way, if I find 
the imp1·int of Divine omnipotence stamped on a rock, or a 
series of rocks, or in other terms " on a forrnation," I care 
not what man, or multitude of men, ignorant beyond what 
they see, or intelligent to the full extent of education, op­
pose me, I there rest my unwavering faith. I know this for­
mation is an integral part of the great universe, I know it is 
created for the specific purpose of man's use and happiness 
and therefore must be capable of being understMd and de~ 
veloped by natural laws, otherwise the object of its creation 
is a failure, and that cannot be. The fact is llr President 
these mineral formations are really governed hy laws as de: 
termined and immutable as those that govern the heavenly 
bodies ; and when the one arc understood as well as the 
other, there is no more ditJiculty in predictino- ·the result of. 
the final development of a mineral formatio

0
n than there is 

in tracing the excentric wanderin~s of a comet throuo-h 
space for centuries to come, and fixi~g the precise moment"'at 
which it shall reap~ea~ to us on . earth. If one man, by a 
k~o~ledge of gr~v1tatwn, can bnng the eternity of space 
w1thm the deductwns of the human mind, I see no reason 
why anot~er, by a know~edge of geology, should not also be 
able t_o bnng ~he mystenes of the mineral system to a com­
parative certamty. Being assured that such a thing is to be 
done, let me now give in detail the analogy between the 
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.. sY,ster.ns of California and. British Columbia, on which, as I 
have already said, so much of the future life of the latter de­
pe!}ds, especial!y in attracting a speedy increase to her popu-
latwn and capital. '". ·. 

I find, then, the two systems, existiag at the extreme north 
.and extreme south, a counterpart of the other in all thei~· 
relations, divisions and subdivisions; from the copper to the 
gold and silver, in the granite; metamorphic, :slate, trap-rock, 
mart>!P., there _is no difference in character or position,. so 
far as I can discover. Taking the copper system as a base 
of examination; we filld it here, as in California, in three 
divisions, and by mastering jt the remainder of the whole 
formation is easily understood. In California, the central· 
division is the principu], stretching from the foothills of the 
Sierra Nevada, twenty-five miles east, into the mountains, 
and intersecting the whole State nor·th and south ; on the 
western summit of the Sierra Nentda there are two or three 
veins, and in the coast range five veins, forming two more 
divi~ions, parallel to each other, but al-l three separate and 
di~tinct in their formations. The same thing precisely exists 
here. CommenP.ing at the west, in this country, I find the 
Alberni, Sooke and Howe Sound _veins, corresponding witq 
the Coast Range in California; then, travelling east, I ·find. 
the central division, extending from the mouth of Thompson 
River twenty-five miles in the intel'ior, and intersecting the 
whole country north ·and south, and finally at the head of 
Rhuswap Lake, two or three veius, which correspond with 
tho'se on the western summit of the Sierras, while it is re" 
markable that the distances from west to cast, between these 
three di risions, are about the same as in California. .Again; 
the bel'!t gold and silver veins in the two countries are found 
east of the central copper division, with the subsidiary rocks 
already .mentioned occupying the same relative positions 
throughout the whole formation. It is by no means an idle 
speculatioit to establish this id.entity, for it appears 8elf· 
evident to me that the marvellous wealth extracted from the 
Callfornia mines at the present time simply reflects the 
destiny of Bl'itish Columbia hereafter, when her mines, 
equally rich and more extensive in gold, silver, copper, iron, 
lead, and incomparably richer in coal, are brought under the 
same liberal expendi t.ure, intelligent labor, and scientific 
development, an event only to be hastened by the real facts 
of the case being made known to the world. It is sdficitnt 
to state here the fact of. the unity and extent of the mineral 
formation, as I shall have to particulal'i-ze upon the gold and 
silvrr veins when I speak about quartz mining. On the 
present division of my subject I shall merely add,_ ~tis a 
·matter of indifference to me who follows my footsteps m my 
late explorations, so long as _he is a cornpet~nt. ~nd ?npre· 
juqic~d !nan .. ln that ca~e, I !eel assured, _h~s ·Jnt.elhger!ce 
.end ju.stiCe will. compel lnm to mdorse my ornnwns, and With 
me ~0 regr~t the world should so long have heel) kept in 
ig~orance of the real· merits of the · couritry. Having thus 
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established the legitimacy of the source of your mineral 
wealth. I must proceed next to the 

AURIFEROUS DRPOSITS. 

These as found in what are rall~Jd Placer Diggings, can 
onl)' h;ve th~ir extent an~ richness determined by the 
mineral formatwn. Hence, If we find the one correct we 
may safely have confidence in the o.ther.. I a~mit, however, 
there must always be more unccrta!nty m fi?dmg and follo~­
ing such lodes than in working mineral -:ems, ?ecause their· 
distribution through ri•ers, gulches, and lnlls b~mg g~verned 
by the action of water, is neces~·ily eccentnc, acc1den~al, 
and arbitrary. Indeed, there isl\onl:r safe the?r:f _by wlnch 
to judge them, and that is, to determme the pnnntrve water 
courses, as far as po~sible, Ly the nidences of th.e present 
configuration of the country. Some people .deem tlns proce~s 
little more than mere speculative obsenatwn ; to a c~rtam 
extent it is so but when a man understands the busmcss, 
possesses the ;equisite knowledge nnd experience, and will 
take the trouble to perform it proper!)·, for it is very le.hor­
ious, it is astoni~hing what a deg-ree of accuracy can he given 
to that observation. In examining the different creeks at 
present under operation", and the enormous territory hitherto 
neglected, I fully realize/ the responsibility of this uucer­
tainty, feeling the need painfully fur a corresponding circum­
spection and care before I adopted any conclusion as to their 
future. 1 believe, I omitted nothing that could guide and 
mature my judgment. I took all this special trouble, because 
for some time past, a general belief bas been g-rowing up at 
home and abroad that the auriferous depo3its of this cou-ntry 
are nearly exhausted. Looking at the condition of things 
as I found them in the mines, I confess. I am not much 
astonished at the prevalC'nce of such a belief. A. greater 
mistake, however, was never made in the world. In no 
si1.1gl.e case, that I could :<cc, lws any ground been worked, 
w1thm a d1stance of three hundred miles in lenO'th and one 
hundred b width, but the beds oLa few strcan~s, while the 
sou~ces ~f gold feeding tho:;c streams, as for many years in 
Cahlorma, have been entirely nrglectcd. I tllink it safe to 
say, there is not a legitimate lcill, tunnel in the upper coun­
try. How, then, cu-n the deposits of gold be exhausted? 
They are really not yet touched. To-day tbev arc as 
thoroughly unknown as thev were six years aO'o. ·But with 
the experience of Califoniia, in this· rc.•pcct, before the 
~iners, sue~ a thing ought not to he, and had they devoted a 
tit~e of the1r ~arly wealth to the discovery of hill·diggings, 
whiCh 3;11 adm1t could have been done without inconvCliiei!ce 
at the time, such a thing would not have been. But the mis­
take as to the exhaustion of. the auriferous deposits gees 
farther eve~ than this ; for in the stream-hedR, throughout 
every locahty, where the lodes have been longest and most 
successfully worked 1 so far from being exhausted are now 
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only beginning to b0 better opened, better understood and 
b~tter appre~iatecl, while new ones of great importande, in 
ddferen_t sectwus far apart, have recently been diEcovered. 
There_ JS no such a thin~· for generations to come, as ex­
hanst~ng the auriferous dep( •sits of this country; they are 
co-ex1stent and co-extensive with the mineral formation and 
can~ot therefore be thoroug·hly known, much less wo~ked, 
until the other i,; more thorong-hly clercloped. A man who 
h_a~ had t~1e experience of half a life-time in California, par­
tlclpated mall her mining vicissitudes, watched her strug­
gles, and shared her triumph~, can seJ at a glance that the 
deplorable condition in the mines and countrv i::; but there­
sult of natural causes, which mtJ:"t ha ,-e thelr course · but 
uninfluenced by that condition pecuniarily, his v ·aion i~ left 
free and dear. am1 he can alw see at a r.dance those causes 
ha YO nearly eihaust"'d themselves, and Without }'OUr knOW· 
ing it, inaugurated a new period of safer progress and pros­
perit~- than ever known. This truth, which has been im­
pressed on me, step by 2tcp. as I passed tl:rough the gold 
rc·gions, will, I think, be imp:·esscd on you, as we travel 
through tlJOsc rcgious again to-night. I propose to give an 
illustration of the prinCipal Fcctions, beginning with-

\YILLLUI CliEEK .A.XD ITS TRIBUTARIES. 

This crook has plnrcc1 so important a part in your history, 
and forms c;n con~picuous a feature in the hi•tory of mining, 
that it i,; well worth being- understood. · From the time of 
its diEcovery in 1 F:t-.1 up tn last Rum mer, as near as I could 
a~certain from the '1ost outhentie :eourcr~. some $25,000,000 
have been taken frum its Led, aml a limited portion of its 
banks, within a di~tancc of three miles, and yet when 
thoroughly drained anll thoroughly worked, I reaily believe 
twice that enormous sum will be taken out hereafter. .From 
its fr.bulous richne~:-; it has been alike, the origin of your 
pro.~perity and misfortune· . .;. It would have been far better 
had the creek been di,;covcre(1 two years sooner or five years 
later. In either case the welfare of the country would have 
been mnre permanently sen·eJ, for ih intJ·rests, prorlncts, and 
reputation would not !Jrt,·e been Jepcndent, as they have for 
years, on the accidental condition of a single isolated spot. 
In either ca~e, many rich tracts of mining- and agricultural 
lands, easv of acces;-;, am1 with the fi11e,;t climate, would have 
beer.. teer~ino- "ith life and wealth, w!tich now are unjustly 
deserted be~ausc thi:'l creek has ah~orlleJ the capital and 
enterpri~e of the whole population, and filled ~her_n with in­
flated dreams of suJ.J.en wealth to the pre.JudlCe of that 
patient industry from which the true weal~h 'of_ eve~y coun­
tt·y comes. Unfortunately ancl wrongly, smce 1ts discovery, 
William Creek ha~ ueen considered, in a certain sense all 
Cariboo and Cariboo all Briti~h Columbia. The world, 
more or 'less, thinks ::;o to-day, because it has no authentic 
knowledge of the wonderful wealth and richness of the vast 
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interior. Thus, in a great measure, it m~st. remain, un~:l 
Cariboo regains its pristine glory ; for It IS only by .I~ 
wealth your-own people can discnthral the?'lselY~s !rom su~ 
a contracted existence, and field .of operatiOn ; I~ lS onlY: ~ 
its wealth strangers can. b3 induced to come m sufficien 
Lumbers to give life and vigor to the whole ~ountry. !'he 
principal point then I had to determine by .my .mvcstigatwnJ 
was whether this creek and the nst reg10n It opened, ~n 
still' represents, held out any immediate hope ~f accompl~s~ 
in()' either of these things. I have already s~Id, I do thm 
so

0
conscientiouslv, anci I do not think I ain mistaken.. . 
The opinions prevailing in the public rnir,d respecttng t~IS 

particular spot are altogether wrong. I was under the ~m­
pression myself th(lt there were only one. or two ver.Y n?h 
claims in Cariboo, all the other ground, like . the basms m 
Idaho, being barren. I know that such is still the general 
impression in California. Yet on W i!liam Creek alone 
there must be over sixty good claims, indepe?dent of t~e 
Flume Companies and Hill claims, some of winch. after s1x 
years' working still pay remarkably well, and all pay wages, 
which means, in other worlls, from $8 to $10 a-day. ~ast 
year, it i:a estimated that nearly one-thi1·d of these cla~ms 
were not touched during the beRt part of the seaso~, owll1g 
to the Bed Rock Flume, at the upper end. not bewg com· 
pleted, and the Bed Rock Dra:n Flume, at the lower end, 
being filled up by the freshet. But in spite of these draw­
backs, what was· the result of the season'g labor? The total 
yield of gold was largr.r than at any period since 181.\3, the 
«olden year of the country. Tllis season, the upper Flume 
will be completed, the lower one repaired, which will bring 
the whole creek into perfect operation by draining it tho­
roughly from one end to tho other ; and if these Companies 
secure the drainage against every possible contingency, the 
most important thing of all in successful mining (and it is 
t~eir interest and duty to do so.) I cannot but conclude tho 
y1e!d next s.eason wi!l surpa's 1863 by a large amount. I 
arnve at this conclusiOn from the best of all evidence the 
hist?ry of. every claim f1·Gm first to last. To secure myself 
agamst mistake, I took the total receipts and total expendi· 
tu.re of each from the time it was opened to the present day, 
w1th the a moun~ and character of ground left to woi k. I can­
Dot, of cours.e, g1ve the whole, as it would be tedious, and con­
sum~ more time than I can spare. Those, however, I select, 
are not. chosen, it must be understood, on account of their 
gre~t richness, but to show the steady yield of the ground. 
I Will take the upper part of the creek first, beginning at 
!he Canyon :--Black Jack Co., located in 1862, 6 interests; 
m two y~ars took out $200,000 ; total expenditure, in the 
de.:rest time, when labor was $16 a-day c~oso 00'1 · still the b t I . I.., ' v ' es ~aim on the creel~ for proper hydraulic washing. 
Cunmngha~ Co., locatedm 1861, 4 intereste ; total receipts 
up to 186J, $5~0,000 ; total cost, $100,050 ; now making 
~ood wages slu1cmg. ~ontine Co., located in 1864, 4 
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interests.; total receipts, $36,813; total cost, $22,2-!3; now 
pr?spectmg for back ch~nnel. Dietz Co., located in 1864, 
pa.Id goJd wage~ all the tim~. Tyack Co., located in 18iil, 
4 mterests; paid all the tune from $16 to ~~0 a·day to the 
hand ; t!lis year better than ever, washing up soinetimes 
over ~ 00 ozs ., .and looking more promi,;ing as they go into 
the ~ull. California Co., located in 18Gl, 'interests; total 
rece1pts to l~li.'i, nearly $5fl!l,OOO; total cost, $150.000; now 
workmg a small sluice: three white men and two China­
men; maki.ng from $15 to .~~o a-day: considerable ground 
left. Cormsh Co., located in 18iil, 8 interests; paid ex­
pen~es to 1866 ; that year paid a eli ,·idend of over $4110 to 
the mterest besides wages most of the shareholders work in•• .. 
• - '-.J ' ,...,, 

1n_ 1867 t~p t0 September paid over $S.OOO, at cost of $4,000 ; 
still paymg better a,; they go into the hill. Stead111an Co., 
located in 18ti1, 4 interests; up to 1~G:3 total receipts nearly 
$GO,OOO; at a cost of ~15,000; still working and making 
good wages. Allen Co., located in 1864, 1 interest (colored 
man) ; could not be worked till 18Gii ; from that time to the 
present paid from :8~5 to $:30 a-day to the hand ; considera­
ble ground to work. To tbcse maY be added, the Browse, 
'Vilson, Bradley, Forward Cos., in ·fact, the whole of the 
immense fiat stretching thence to the Junction of McCullum's 
Gulch, paying in about the 8ame proportion, but which will 
all be worked henceforth to the best advantage. by being 
thoroughly drained by the Becl Rock Flume. Tl!is company 
also have a large amount of good ground, hitherto lying 
idle, but which also will be brought into operation under 
the hydraulic system, and contribute immenocly to the 
general receipts of the season. I may here remark, for they 
deserve my saying so, that it is almost impossible to estimate 
the benefit this Corporation will be to the upper portion of 
the Creek, within the limits I am now describing, if they 
adopt a safe and liberal policy towards the miners. Under 
such managemnnt, I consider, they have one of the best 
propertie;; in the country. Below the canyon, some of the 
most marvellous claims existed, and I could go on ~aying the 
same of them as I have of those above it, until your patience 
was exhausted. It is enough to say that the old celebrated 
Diller claim, which paid in one day 103 lbs. of gold ; the 
old Barker claim, which enriched its owners, will be drained 
by .Mr R. Dexter ; it is expected in time for this season, 
and if so, that ground and the rest stretching up to the 
mouth of the Canyon, will again yield immensely. Then 
below these claims, down to Camerontown, including some 
twenty or thirty goed claims, tlw whole Creek will be a 
sce!le of acti\·e labor, if the Bed Rock Drain is only secured 
aO'ainst accident. In my opinioD, the miners ought to see to 
tl7is themselves. A common benefit is a common interest. To 
secure a successful season, at any time, is no trifling matter 
to the miners ; to the country at large, in this particular 
period of its crisis, it is ail important the worl.d should ~ee 
how really rich you are, and that can be done 1f the dram-
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age of the creek this year is kept se?ur~. E;er.y man is 
interested in, and therefore ehould contnbute t? It 1f n~ces­
sary; for drainage ; in all mining regions, espemally Cariboo, 
is the secret ot permanent success,. whatever may be the 
character of the dirt, whether very ncb or only moderately 

rich. . l f 
It is nece3sary here, while treating upon th1s bi:anc.l o 

th!J :nbject, to draw your attention to a st~eam runmng mt? 
William at this point from the left-hand side, called Stout s 
Gulch. It also has been a feature, like the great stream 
itself 1.. rt, the history of mining in Cariboo, but never 
hith~rto properly understood or appreci~ted; its glory has 
yet to come. It is especially au illuotratwn of wl.1at perfect 
drainage will do, and as it presents itself ~o-day, I:> the best 
worked strea·u I saw in the country. 'I he mouth of the 
Gulch joining William Creek was commence,} in 18!i3, and 
worked chiefly tho next year, when the water from the latter 
breaking into it, it has never, l understand, been ope.ned 
si~ce. 'l'he fir~t claim on it from the rnouth was the High, 
Low, Jack, locate'l in lSii-1, with 5 interests, and in June, 
1867, paid a dividend of $12,000 to the share. The Pioneer 
Co., located at tbe same time, paid about the same amount, 
and was then sold to the Floyd Co., who now own the whole 
g1·ound from the mouth to the Alturas, above them. This 
company lost most of last season by their underground drain 
beiug filled up, but this is a magnificent claim and will be 
for a long time, having good pay dirt from ~0 to {U feet 
wide. The Alturas Co. is next, located in 1864, with 8 
interests ; from thorough drainage they work their claim to 
great advantage, making much of it, otherwise valuele!'ls, 
yield well thereby. In five weeks, last summer, they paid 
off an indebtedness of $2:),000, and have a large amount ot 
ground left. Taft Vale, located 186±, 8 interests, only 
commenced working thoroughly last summer, by extending 
the drainage from the claims below, and averaged from 100 
to 24.0 oz. a week. It cost $30,000 to open this claim in the 
firs~ Instance, having lost five shafts fo1· wapt of their present 
dramage. This is also a splendid claim. The J onkins Co., 
lo?ated 1864, 8 interests, have pay dirt from 30 to 40 feet 
Wide, but from its great width it has never yielded over $U 
a-day to the hand. The linch Oro, located in 1865 6 
~nterests, realized $:20,000, at a cost of $1!),000. The l~ad 
IS narrower and richer here than in the Jenkins and now 
they have carried on the drain, they will hencefoi:th realize 
much more. Above are two claims, the Durham vnd Emery, 
P.rospecting for the lead on the upper end, on the left hand 
stde of th~ flat .. I consider this a Ycry important locality, 
and exammed 1t. thoroughly. My observations led me to 
conclude, that although these two companies occasionally 
find g?ld enough _to. encourage them, it is only a small over­
shot from tho ongmal lead, the continuation of which 
eventu~lly will be founJ above the Much Oro, on the right 
hand Slde of the flat; then curving to the left, but con· 
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siderably above the Emery and Durham. I am led to this 
conclusion hy the present condition of the slate-rock, as seen 
along the water-ditch going· to Lowhce Creek. 'rhere must, 
unquestionably, at one time have been an immensfJ water 
stream through here, and before it was drawn down to its 
present level, have turned off opposite or a little below the 
Alturas, gone through the high hill belJincl Barkerville and 
joined William Creek, then alw a much larger stream, at the 
Morning Star claim below the town. 1'his is no idle or 
useless speculation, for there must be an immense deposit of 
gold at the flats, which originally fed Stout's and Lowltee 
~ulches, and which cnn ouly be found at last by investigat­
lt1g the formation ; and anyone understanding these matters, 
doing- so, will, I believe, ado;1t my views. This case is 
multiplied all over the country, so that a correct knowledge 
of the one attained l.Jy actual experience will uoth a~~ist and 
hasten the development of the others. That surely is no 
trivial consideration. St;c~l is Stout's Gulch to-day. What 
\\"ill you think when I state it was not deemed worthy of 
attention three years ago? Yet this is the natural progress 
experience creates in mining. a.~ well as in other occupations; 
and when I see tl1at es:pericncc daily maturing in Uariboo, 
and carefull_\" applict1 in e\·er:.' direction to the development 
of her n~t auriferous dcpo~i t~, I cannot but feel that her 
real wealth and grcatne~.c; will only be known when most of 
us have passed a\\"ay. 

Tlte1e is another stream running into William's, a little 
below, on the opposite side, cal.cd Conklin's, which cannot 
be overlooked in considering· the future of this secLion of 
Cariboo. From the great richne-<.; of the celebrated 
Ericson claim, near the mouth, irn•nensc expectations were 
formed, \vhich, so far, have not hecn realized. If the rich 
pay in thtJ Eril' 'Ill had been anythinc;· l.Jut an accidental 
deposit, it would certainly han ueen found in the bed by the 
Reid Co., who L:tYO an extensi\·e, deep, and exceedingly well· 
worked claim, or lJv the ll •:nc·St:tb: tunnel in the hill on 
the left side, because it coulcl11cver come from the right side, 
between the mouth of the Gulch and the upper end of the 
Reid claim, if not far,hcr up for that strip, stretching 
indeed !Jack to the Canyon on William Creek, is inevitably 
barren. Jn truth, Couidin's is very difficult to understand. 
It is one of those spots, sometimes found in mining· countries, 
which baffle scientific in\·e;-;tigation, and which can only be 
proven by hard labor and cxpcn~i ,.c ventures. Yet from the 
interest and importauce it llcri ves from an accidental freak 
of nature, we ought to try to untl'-'r~ta!td it, in some measure, 
in order to direct the lar•.rc expenditure of labor and capital 
it so stmng·ly attracts and freely recei,·c-<. The extreme 
richness of the Erit~·wn claim, at the bottom, and the smooth 
surface of the rocks in the Renfew a'Hl other claims at the 
head of the li-ui'ch, convince all people of two things-the 
existence of a tremendous wa~h tlHough there some, and 
the existence of a large deposit of gold somewhere in the 
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neighborhood yet. Considering the amount. of labor ·and . 
capital expended at the present day on tlus ~uleh, the 
enunciation of any man's ideas may be use_lul to all mterested. 
provided they are based on reason, and mduce a closer and 
more extended examination of the laws of natlll'e. My 
opinion is, that the mountain, from McCull_u';l's Gulch ~o the 
Prairie Flower a:t the Meadows, though d1v1ded now; JS one 
and the same 'mountain, that Conklin's Gulch is co~pa~a­
tively of recent formation, and that the original depos1t will 
only be found far back in the hill,_ beyond. the pressure of 
water which when it first broke 1ts barners, made the 
United, Ericson, Davis, Aurora, and Borealis ground so 
very rich. Thus, to understand the fi~al chances of most 
claims. on this Creek, we must look 111to the prospects of 
finding 

HILL DIGGINGS. 

These may be considered the second era of placer mining, 
for they are naturally overlooked until people begin t_o 
inquire whence all.the gold in the stream beds comes, and 1s 
finally traced up the banks into the mountains. Too much 
importance cannot be attached, nor too much encouragement 
given to th:s branch of mining, for as a general thing, it is 
always found to be a permaoent source of wealth. Accord­
ing to our California ideas it has not really been commenced 
in British Columbia, simply because its day has not arrived; 
but it is time public attention was directed to it, for by my 
own showing, the more the streams are brought under a 
thorough system of drainage, the quicker and more effectual· 
ly will they be exhausted, and hence, it cannot be very long 
iu the natural course of events before some other resource 
will be required to fall back uprm. Let us, then, look into 
the hills rising so precipitously round the locality we are 
reviewing, and that will be sufficient, for the same argument, 
and the same rules in a primary sense apply to aU others. · 

Of the existence of immense rivers, of which there is no 
evidence at present but such as the hardy miner gives the 
world, I may quote the great "Blue Lead" in California. 
Here we have the bod of a large rivet·, intersecting the 
centre of the whole State almost from one end to the other 
filled in by !!?me .terrible incomprehensible convulsion, and 
h_uge ~ountam_s piled up on it afterwards to hide, if pos­
sible, Its precwus treasures for ever. By de(J'rees and by 
~ccident mm's intelligence is brought to bear utopon the sub­
Ject, wh~n the secret of countless ages is made known, 
perhaps, 1n a few months; and, his skill and indurabce in 
tbi3, as in his other triumphs over the accumulated obstacles 
?f nature,_ add to the general happiness of his race. Now, 
If large nvers can thus be lost for ages, and found again in 
one country, why cannot smaller streams be lost and found 
by the same age~cies in another? I ask this question to 
arret:~t the _attentiOn of the sceptical, feelin(J' assured that if 
the expenence of California in this matter is applied to 
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British Columbia, much labor and money wiil be saved and 
many failures avoided. Indeed, I do not think bette; ser· 
vice can be done the country by any one, than to assist the 
ir~vestigations now directed by the minors in Cariboo to the 
dtscovery of those primitiYe deposits which have made its 
principal streams so rich. For my 01v-n pat't, I give the 
preference to the hill on the right :.;ide of William Creek. 
In the first place, I fin<l the country from Ground £log Lake 
and .Jack of Clubs' Creek to the head of William much 
firmer in its formation, more consecutive in its order less 
disturbed on its surface, than the country thence to tho 't10ad 
of Grouse Creek, and throughout bca.ring less evidence of 
being auriferous. I naturally look, therefore, for the original 
water-course which fed William and Conklin'~ to be in tho 
right hand hill. Diu that stream, then, come somewhere 
from Bald Mountain ran,ge, anu~o the head of McCullum's 
Gulch, throu~h this hill to the mi.ldle or upper pot·tion of 
Conklin's, behinu tho hound:uy line of tho l~ ni teJ and 
.Aurora claims, to the Forest Ro 'C an<l Pmirie Flower, at the 
Mcadolfs, which ori~inally probably were a series of large 
lakes? 1 am strongly inclined to this opinion, anrl feel satisfied, 
bill digging·~, u,; rich a.' any we ever harl in California will 
be found aloit'.!.' tho r()ute I have just marked out. The whole 
range !rom "kCullum's to il10 Prairie Flower, was certainly 
in early times all one bill, for from each extreme 1 traced 
with exactness the same o1·idenccs of two or three distinct 
slides, of fearful power, whiclt finally left the rim' rock orr 
the left hand side of Conklin's as much out of its primitive 
position as the Canyon on William (',·cdc ?\o one, I pre­
sume, acquainted with .~cology -;vill vouturc to maintain the 
lattel' rocks are in their original position. Everything in 
my mind lead,; to the conclusion I have llrawn. E1·cu the 
lead on William, from above Richfield to tho Canyon, is 
nothing but an overshot from the hill depo8; t..;, othorwi.le it 
would never be found in the Tyack and California clairr.s, as 
it has been, creeping up from tl10 Creek to the Ycry summit 
of the first slide. 'l'ai,iug the limited time at my disposal 
the wet weather I experienced, and the amount of work I 
had to do ir. places ov·er a huudred miles apart, I can at the 
best be only c;uggestivc now; but, notwitbsttuding the 
Perseverance claim on Mink Gulch, I can find no satisfactory 
evidences on the west range, from the ltcacl of William to 
Stout's Gulch, of the existence of primi ti 1·e deposits on that 
side; yet 1 have examined c1·cry point \l·ith ec1u~l care. In 
speculating upon the chance~ of the tunnels 1n tho cast 
range, which mtt.-:t eventually lead to the di:;covery of rich 
and per man en t dig,~ i ngc', I may me11 Liun the Cathcart, 
Cornish, Mountain View, Hilton's (if run a long way in) 
those on the south ~ide of Conk lin's at the upper end, Home­
Stake, United, Aurora, B:weali:>, if they will persevere, 
Forest Rose, and Morning Star. 'l'ha last elaim, however, 
is distinct from the others, but it will open a Yery rich 
deposit, for the whole hill in which it is located bears 
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evidences of an extensive basin. Below this claim, on the 
west side, and the Forest Rose on the east .s~de, the 
country down to the Meadow~ looks unpr?m1smg for 
bill diggings. The result I predict, of cours_e,. 1s the. work 
of time, and can never be fully accomplished unti~ . the 
stream-beds are more exhausted ; then labor, provisiOnS 
and materials will be cheaper, and consequently the 
cost of tunnels reduced within the means of many, who have 
now the desire but not the ability to commence them _on a. 
large scale. Thus, I feel assured, the brave men of Can boo, 
who have already done such marvellous wonders, will be 
true to themselves, and repeat the history of California in 

. this as in other respects. Who would have thought that 
any' men could have been found in California, when lab9r 
and provisions were as dear there as they aye ~o-day m 
Cariboo, to devote three, nay six years of their hves, and 
seventy or one hundred thousand do,llars of their money, to 
pierce her grim old hills in order to reach their hidden 
wealth? Well, we know it- was done in cases innumerably 
throughout the State; we may rest assured, it will be done 
here also.. A finer race of men are not to be met in the 
world than the miners of Cariboo, hardy, industrious, in­
telligent, generous ; they may be discouraged to-day, but 
they will not be so next season ; with an extended and more 
correct knowledge of the country, will come better and surer 
results ; an increase of gold will bring a renewal of con· 
:fidence ; and that confidence, a thorough development of the 
country. I have one more subject to speak about before I 
finish William Creek, without which anv account would be 
unjust and imperfect. I mean • 

THE MEADOWS. 

These are a series of flats, extcndi~g from below the de­
seyted v_illage o! liarysyille down the stream to its junction 
With W1llow River, a distance of three miles. These flats 
a~ I h~ve already said, were either one large lake or a con: 
tmuatwn of lakes in early times, having their final discharge 
of water through Jack of Clubs' Lake, round the western 
base of Island Mountain, instead of the eastern side, as at 
present. In the prosperous dayl:l of William Creek, as the 
gold ~~s gradually trac~d down to ~he stream in paying 
quantities below Marysville, they recmved much attention 
and were prosp~cted in every direction, as far as possible, by 
shaft~ and artesian wells. At all points, without exception, 
I beheve, where the gravel was touched at an average depth 
of ab_ou~ 60 feet, far apart, and in opposite directions, such 
astom~hm~ prospects were obtained, that to-day, the fact 
of thmr bmng marvellously rich cannot be disputed. As far 
as I could learn, and l can get scores of affidavits from the 
most reliable men in the Colony, if necessary, to prove the 
fact, every shaft on reaching the gravel got a prospect from 
ten to twenty-five cents to the pan, which allowing an aver-
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age of ten feet of gravel throughout the flats, by no. means 
a!l extravagant allowance, such a prospect makes them the 
richest and most extensive deposit of gold I know on:the 
coast, even supposing it were no better as the bed-rock waa 
reached. The moment, however, . the top gravel was dis­
turbed, the water shot up with such violence, and in such 
quantity, that no shaft could be kept empty. Machinery of 
the ~est .char~cter, with pumps of the greatest power, were 
apphed m vam to combat this great ene~ny of miners ; and, 
so the meadows were finally abandoned, after a long and 
terrible struggle, at an expenditure, it is estimated, of some 
$600,000. Soon afterwards the general depression com­
menced, under which the whole Colony still lies prostrate 
and exhausted ; and since then no one has had ihe means 
to do what is now known necessary to be done in order to 
drain the ground effectually, though that drainage can be 
obtained easily, and, in a certain sense, cheaply, besides being 
made a paying. investment almost from the beginning. I 
fully endorse the general opinion prevailing now, that the 
source of this great body of w!l.ter came from the Jack of 
Clubs' Lake, about four miles long, a mile and a half wide, 
and in some places, over a hundred feet deep, lying to the 
west of the Meadows, a mile, or perhaps more. Thus, by 
sinking on the' Meadows sixty feet, the surface level of the 
lake is exceeded, according to i:ny calculations, at least thirty 
feet, and by an underground communication evidently exist­
ing, the same as was found at Valecitas, in Caleveras county, 
California, each shaft would immediately fill that depth, as 
soon as the water escaped by disturbing the gravel. lienee, 
it is evident, no known machinery or pumps could contend 
successfully against such a pressure. The question then 
comes, bow is the ground to be drained sufficiently to get to 
the bed-rock, and what would it cost? The answer, at first, 
sounds strange, though it is true. The lake can be success· 
fully drained deep enough, and a tunnel run thence to the 
)leadows for $50,00Q or less. That is a very small sum com­
pared with the $600,000 expended already by a small num­
ber of men; but, unfortunately for ·themselves and the 
Colony, those men did not know, while they had sufficient 
c'ipital at command, what "they had to do at the time, or it 
would have been done. Mr Dewdney, a competent civil 
engineer, has surveyed the country on the Western side of 
Island Mountain, from the Lake to Willow River, and finds 
a fall of 40 feet can be obtained within a short distance, and 
then probably another 50 feet between there and the river. 
I am fully prepared to confirm the first calculation, and have, 
therefore, no doubt of the correctness of the second ; but, 
supposinO' no more fall than the first 40 feet could be ob­
tained, it would practically drain the ground, as a limited 
quantity of sub-water could be mastered by pumps. Much 
of the labor of the lower drainage could be do_p,e ·by this 
water as it is drawn from the lake. There is then, we see, 
~Q re~lll ~feat ditticult1 in ~h() war of this v*'st ""lldWttJ<KiUf, 
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The tunnel to the Meadows from the Lake, would not cost 
as much as the tunnel cut through the hill a [ew miles. above 
Auburn for the water of the Bear River D1tch. W1~h the 
Lake once lowered 60 feet, the company ~ould begm to 
realize enou()'h to pay a lar()'e share of thmr expenses, for 
besides the ~dges of the Lake prospecting enough to. pay $5 
or $6 a·day sluicing, the tunnel wo?ld so~n cut the ncb lead 
of Lowhee, one of the best creeks m Canboo, ~t the mou~h 
of which the Calaveras and First Chanca clam~s are stlll 
paying from 100 to ~00 ozs. a-week e~ch. Su~h: m so many 
words is the work and amount of capital reqmred to redeem 
this ri~h but idle ()'round and considering all things con-

, "' ' . l I k nected with it honestlv, and in a business hg 1t, now no 
mining speculation equal to it on the whole coast. There 
are many men in this Colonv who are aware how enor~o~sly 
Gold Flat, ncar Nevada City, paid, when put u_nd~r a s1m1lar 
drainage, after some lfiOO men had drifted m 1t_for tl:ree 
seasons-that undertaking, .however, fades away mto mght 
when compared with this one. Indeed, it would not be 
extrava()'ance on my part to place the drainage of these 
Meado;s on a par with the great Sutro 'l'unnel, so far as 
profit goes, which is to drain all the claims on the Comstock 
ledge in Washoe. The one is intended to go through eight 
miles of solid rock, at a cost of $6,000,000, and the stock is 
all taken in California, ./l.llantic States, and England ; the 
other, is intended to cut through gravel one mile and a half 
at the most, at a cost of $30,000, and no one can be found 
to touch it. Yet, it is a question in my mind, supposing both 
works completed to-day, whether the owners of the Meadows' 
Tunnel, in Cariboo, would not realize in five years' time 
twice as much as the owners of the Sutro Tunnel in Washoe; 
for, if 1500 men could not half work out Gold Flat in three 
years, 4000 men could not work the Meadows out in ten 
years. In California, it is safe to say, any number of men 
w~u~d be glad to ~omplete the undertaking for the only 
privilege they have m such cases there-that of catching 
the _tailings from each claim ; and, in many of our large 
dram flumes, as much or more money is invested on that 
solitary condition than it would take to complete the one I 
am n?w descriJ:li?g. !3nt, in addition to the privilege of 
catchmg the tailings, ~tself an enonnons fortune, tile Govern­
m~n! would grant a li~eral charter of so mlny feet of 
ongmal ground on each side the flume, on the condition, of 
cours~. t!mt the work would be completed. I am opposed, 
on pnnc1ple, to such charters as a general thin"" because 
they have a tendency to create vexatious and ob~tructive 
monopolies ; but, in this case, considerin()' the ma()'nitude of 
the unde:taking, and its influence on th~ prosperity of the 
country, It would be necessary, for if once commenced, no 
person should have t~w power by owning ground on the line 
of r?ute to. obstruct Its completion and success. Such, Mr 
Pr~sident, Is t~e sch~me o~ draining the Meadows. Looking 
a~ 1t as a pract1eal ~me.r 1~ eYery pos~ible light, its praeti-: 
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cahility, its cheapne'!ls, its certainty of paying, its duration, 
I dare not let loose my imagination to paint its effects on 
the futu~e . of the Colony if successfully carried out, and 
perpaps, 1t IS unnecessary, for they must be obvious to every 
person. After all it is only question of time. We live in 
an age of rapid mo't'emcnts and rapid accomplishments. 
During my experience in California I have seen so many 
sudden revolutions in the mining world, such vast schemes 
conceived, enunciated, believed in, completed, within such 
·short periods, at such enormous expenditures, that I have 
ceased to doubt the accomplishment of any scheme, having 
a reasonable busii;tess character, when honestly brought before 
the speculativ'lf'·~ the age. And why should not this 
one be speedilY accomplished, when like others of less 
promise and less surety, it is thus honestly presented to and 
urged .upon the world? I see no reason, because I_ have 
unlimited faith in the energetic, glorious enterprise of the 
people on the Pacific. The inhabitants of this Colony were 
not behind the rest in their day of prosperity, if 011 looking 
over you1· gigantic works of every kind, my eyes do not 
deceive me. Yet those works, or many of them, were 
stopped, as it were, in their conception, and yourselves laid 
low. What of that? Suppose you did stake all on a Ringle 
throw and lose, you cannot get low<::r than the bed-rock 

. where you are, as we in Califomia from similar causes were 
before you. You must rise again or perish. Which is it to 
be? Did we perish? Did any En~lish community ever 
perish? No, and neither willyou. This very creek alone, 
which built you up and threw you down again is still worth 
betting upon. Take courage, you may well do so, for !n old 
William Creek, the father of Cariboo, the father of the 
Colony, which I have now thoroughly, and I believe honestly 
illustrated, there is still wealth enough left to build up the 
_country agair:. three times as large as ever it was. 

I must now lead you a sho1·t distance below these Meadows, 
and the junction of William Creek and Willow River to a. 
stream opened last summer, called 

MOSQUITO CREEK 

It is har.dly possible to estimate the good which the coun· 
try will derive from the discovery of this creek. It may be 
regarded, indeed, as one of the most fortunate events that 
could have happened. Ap~rt from its real wealth, and the 
comparative easy character of the. ground to work, it is the 
key to an immense new territory almost unexplored hitherto, 
stretching to the Fraser river fifty miles, all of which will · 
be found full of streams as good as Mosquito, excepting that 
portion intersected by the granite range, and that, I think, 
will not be so good. Thus, Mosquito will not only give a 
new impetus to mining, but, what is better, revive the droop­
ina spirits of the old miners, and inspit·e generally, a neW' 
eo~fid~nce in the country. not e!lsily tG be sqaken hereafter, 
\,.' I ' ' ' • • I' 
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for already this new territory has been prospected t.wenty· 
six miles, to a creek called :Mustang, and gol.d found m pa~­
ing qualities that far down. S?I_IJC new di.scovery ~f th1s 
kind, with·gold in paying quantities? and without bemg so 
difficult and expem;ive to work as It bas been on the ?ld 
creeks, was requisite at this period. ft cannot be demed 
many circumstances ?f late ten~e? to shake the con:fiden.ce 
of the people in Canboo contammg general gol~ d~posi~s 
ea:>y to be worked, and though such was~ superficra! vie'!, It 
was not altogether without reason. For mstance, Lightnmg, 
Lowhee 'Grouse Antler Horse-shoe, Keithley and otherr:, had 
gradually gone 'down ; 'Cunningham, Conklin, and others 
bad not realized expectations, although a vast am.ount of 
labor and money had been expended upon them ; so 1t ca?Ie 
to pass, that what was left in William Creek and its 1m· 
mediate vicinity was considered about all that could be 
relied upon in Canboo. So that, in reality, I regard t~e 
opening of Mosquito at present as important an event m 
your history as the opening of Cariboo originally ; nor, 
would it astonish me, if it proves of more value to the 
Colony in the end than the discovery of three such creeks 
as William, wonderful as that has been and is still if the 
new country which it calls into life is vigorously prospected 
to the Fraser. But it is not simply in the fact of its being 
a new creek, very rich, easy to work, and the pathway to an 
immense gold region hitherto neglected, that I consider the 
discovery most important-it is rather, in the newer and 
truer knowledge of the country it supplies, and in the ap· 
plication of that knowledge to other districts. There is in 
fact no limiting the encouragement, if properly viewed, 
which it gives of the i•1evitable progress of the country. 
Three yea!·s ago the creek was first discovered and worked, 
but labor, pL"ovisions and packing were so high, ·that it 
would not pay a dollar, although only five miles from Bar· 
kerville, the chief trading town of Cariboo. It was 
a?and.oned u~tillast Spring, when a man named Cockings, 
dissatu;fied with the results of his labor and havin(J" some 
leisure time at his disposal, resolved to return, a~d seP. 
~hethe~ he had gone down deep enough, his opinion all the 
time bemg that he had ~ot. He did so, like a sensible fellow, 
and he and th~ Trev~thiC.ks, whom I remember years ago at 
Grass Valley, m Cahforma, now own the Discovery claim. In 
a few mon.ths the creek was occupied and opened, and before 
I left Ca.nboo, the total results of the claims taking out gold 
was as high as 500 ozs. a-week. Next season there will be 
some ~00 me.n or more working, and the result when in full 
o~eratwn, Will I think, .be 1200 or 1500 ozs. a-week, for the 
Mmnehaha and ~ther laims ~otthen paying at all, have since 
been found to be Imr!!Cn~ely nch, while those that were paying 
well. have become still ncher. You cannot then over-estimate 
~he l!flportance of this creek. The gold it yields, of course, 
IS Taluable to you, but the eyidence it gives of your progress, 
10tH' Wel\lt41 1.\.lld th~ le~sou lt tell!ches yoqr miuel'S

1 
i& tucoQl.., 
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pa1•ably, more so. It shows beyond all question that ·the­
true:characteil of the country has never been understood· 
that it is rapidly bei~g attained ; and that as 'labor, living: 
·and wages .reach the1r natural level, these four essentials of 
prosperity will force your progress and extension in spite 
of yourselves, and all your enemies combined. To satisfy 
you I am ·not talking without mature calculation, let me 
enumer-ate the claims opened since last June, the time the 
work was commenced, up to September, the date of my visit. 
First the Minnehaha, 15 interests ; had sperit then about 
$4,000 prospecting, without results ; since found the gold, 
and taken out probably twice that amount, having in. one 
week, I learn, washed up over 400 ozs. The Hocking, 5 
interests ; sank a shaft 65 feet_, and drifted 18 fee.t, got pay 
to the amount of 52i ozs. ; now paying well. The .Ophir, 4 
interests ; struck pay in the first shaft 25 feet deep ; taken 
out from 3 to 5 ozs. a-day. Willow Co., 5 interests ; total 
cost; $800 ; total receipts over $2,000 ; paying then about 
& ozs. a-day to two picks ; pays much better now. Point 
Co., 4 interests ; total cost, $800.; total receipts, $1,500 ; 
paying about $12 a-day; now paying better, I believe. 
Union Jack and Hugo Co.'s prospecting for the source of 
the lead. Jeffrey Co., 4 intereets; total cost, $3,000; total 
receipts, $4,500 ; now paying better. Rising Sun, 7 interests.; 
total cost and receipts, $1,500 ; now paying ·a ~dividend of 
$50 a-week to the interest, besides $6~ a-day wages, to such 
shareholders as work, · being $39 a-week more, or $89 
together ; now paying better. Holman Co., 4 interests ; 
total cost, $2,000 ; total receipts, $4,000', for two picks. 
Tabb Co., 6 interests ; total cost, $40 or $50 a share, pros• 
pecting. Diecovery Co., 3 interests ; total cost, $2,000 ; 
total receipts, $1,500 up to September; not thoroughly 
opened; running a tunnel, the results of which I have not 
learnt. Intersecting Mosquito, about half-way down, and 
having its source in the same mountain, is another stream, 
called Red Gulch, not sufficiently opened at the time of my 
tisit, to speak definitely of its merits, but since pro~ed to 
contain v~.;ry rich deposits. To describe this gulch in detail 
would simply be a recapitulation of Mosquito ; though, 
in general, 1 believe it will be somewhat more difficult to 
developJ. I have no doubt at all of its proving equally 
rich. At the time of my visit there were six companies at 
work,. with a large number of claims located, but l::.id over 
for the season. Like Mosquito, this. summer, it will be full 
of life. One word more on this section, and I have done 
with it. Between Mosquito and the Fraser River, some 50 
miles, thence up the river, to Fort George, a distance of 100 
miles, where gold was found last summer in paying quantities, 

· and back from the Fraser to Rwamp River nearly parallel 
with Mosquito, is a large auriferous region, utterly unknown, 
as I have already said, which will henceforth be carefully 
PFOspected owing to these dev:elop':llents, ~nd in-"the end be­
come the most popular reg1on m Canboo1 because th~ ~ 
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greater portion will prove the !east expensiye. a~d diffi?ult 
to work of any yet known. ?o ~hat you see It IS not an Idle 
foolish boast in saying :M:osqmto IS worth more to the coun­
try to-day than William Creek ; not so much . fron~ the 
amount of gold it will yield, as from the new hfe, vigo;, 
enterprise, and confidence. it will in.spire; and, because It 
goes far to prove that Canboo really ~s, the countr,v of end­
less wealth which we have heretofore only thought It was .. 

I must now retrace my steps, and travel ir.. all: opposite 
direction 60 miles'S ')nth-east to the Quesnelle RI vee and 
Horse Fly country, taking as we go, a glance at the cre_eks 
lying in the intermedi~te s_ections, t~e yalue of which, 
though occupied a long time, IS only begmmng to be known. 
The first is 

GROUSE CREEK. 

It lies some five miles north-east of William, running 
parallel with it, and rising in. the same Bald-!fead range of 
mountains. I attach great Importance to this creek ; for I 
regard it as the future centre. of the best h:ydr.aulic a0:d Hill 
diggings in Cariboo. Itf'l history to day, IS mstructive, by 
showing the vitality of the country, as a truer and more ex­
tended ~knowledge of its character prevails amongst the 
miners. For several years IL has heen abandoned, and any 
man who spoke of it except in terms of contempt, was con­
sidered a madman or fool ; yet it now boasts thirty five com­
panies at work, a good saw-mill, and two respectable vil­
lages. It is not, by any meaus, an easy creek to understand, 
describe, or work, from the existence of two distinct leads, 
one much more modern than the other, and neither, accord­
ing to any evidences I could find, ever coming from the Bald 
Mountain range. Of course, this naturally conq)licates its 
investigation and development ; it has two very rich, con­
tinuous, and determined leads : that fact has been proved ; 
but whence they originally came, can only be explained by 
a great amount of expensive labor. The Ontario and Moun­
tain Co.'s tunnels on the north and the Point Co.'s open cut 
on the south side, a~! prove the adjacent ranges rising from 
the creek to be aunferous, and that it and another stream 
existed for a long time at an elevation far above the present 
w~ter level. Thus years, perhaps, will b'e required to ascer­
tam the real wealth of this locality, which everything in­
dicates, in my opinion, to lie in the banks and hills rather 
than in the present stream-bed. The Heron Flume Co. 
Discove1}, Caledonia (the latter paid very ~ell last fall): 
Salt Spr~ng, and Hipple claims combine in different ways to 
prove th1s fact ; and, therefore, if all the other claims from 
the Saw-mill to the head of the creek, supposed to be ~n the 
m~d~rn lead, sh?uld prove failures, it would not change my 
opmi?n of the nchness of the locality in general. But there 
are circumstances connected with this creek which give it an 
admntage over any other locality I have seen in Cariboo 
From the boundaries of the Heron and Hard-Up claims at 
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the lower end, the creek stretches out into a continuation of 
fiats in which, at present, the old channel has not !Jeen fuund, 
although considerably prospected for. 'J'Jm,n!!·hont these 
fiats and benches, Mr Heron informs me the ,,.ni<l i,; o·enerallv 
distributed from the grails down throu~h t!7c g'l'a\:~1, which 
at the prese:1t rates of livinu:, with China lalwr at ::nJ a-1lay, 
can be made very profitable. 111lleecl, there were son.le 
Frenchmen working them ];t,:t summer, who with most im· 
perfec.t appliances, acknawbiC!·c·,] to making $4 and :;;1; a-clay, 
thougt1 where the g-ra,·el was only three feet tl1il'k, the\ did 
not wash more than six feet square, a 1cl that in Calil';)l'llia 
would he considered abnut lwlf a ila\''.~ work for an ordinarv 
man. There is abunclanee of gT0\1;1,] ot thi~ character ail 
thl'Ough to Antler Cr•·<·k. which with proper sluieing·, in the 
hand~ of California miners would pay $10 OJ' $1:2 a-clay to 
the man. But this i,; not all. At a comparatively small 
expense sufficient water conlcl be introdur:ed for hydraulic 
washing, with 150 feet pre;.;su1·e; aml that sy~tcm, \vith the 
bed-rock soft as it is, and such an amnttnt of gm'i'cl easily 
wa,;heLl, Wt)uld certainly rai~c the pay to :3:211 or $:2:j a-da_y. 
All this is sure to be in tlte course of a short time. It is 
contrary to the nature of thin_gs that hundreds of acres of 
valuable mining ground, while there is a known sy~tcm of 
washing which makes the investment safe, sboul<l long be 
allowed to lie idle when its actual existence i:S made public. 
Such an idea is preposterous. If men can go through a di:-:­
trict like this for 30 miles to the head of Bear River, with 
the ground not 'fery rich, but genemtly containing g-.>ld, and 
with ;;mall means and small appliances ~oon realize enough 
to commence large surface hydraulic operatiou:-, you may 
rest a3surcd, men from somewhere will come to do so. The 
existence of such a tract woul<l be considered a mn.-;t for­
tunate event in CalilorDia. The ::urne may be said of 
Canadian Creek, a small stream lyi11g a sl1~rt distance to 
the wc~t of these flats, hut empt{ng itselr' into \Talley Ri,·er, 
if that can be called a ri,·er. Along this creek 1 know per­
sonally of the existence of an immense dcpo~i t of jinc gold, 
a thing I had been earnestly looking for, but neve!' found 
before in Cariboo. Almo::;t on the top of the mountains, 
behind the Miller claim, and runuing up into the Divide 
between William and Grou~e Creeks, as high as :20 cents to 
the pan has been wa-;lieLl; while in the tunnel of the Clear 
Grit claim, at the lower end of the creek, I myself picked 
small particles of gold from the p:ra ,·el scv ::n feet above the 
bed rock. I hMe -my doubts whetillT the Olear Grit can be 
made to pay very much under the prc.cent Fp!cm of working; 
but under a gooJ hydraulic, which woul1J cost but little 
more than the present works when completed, it woulc1 pay 
imn1f'nsely for a Ion.~ time. So it will be se<-.:n from thc::e 
statements that Gl'l>u~c Creek, so long de.-;piscd and ridiculed, 
because three men would not investig-ate their interest.-; pro­
perly in '61 and '62, is fast vindicating herself in the estillla­
tion of practical men, amlin due time will become the centre 
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have illustrated, there is not yet yet sufficient population in 
the countrY to prospect it thorongh~y. . . . 

Having ·finished and left the Car1boo d1stnct, on. reachmg 
Keithley's, I will now proceed to the. sont~-east s1~e of ~he 
second divide, a distance of five mJlcs, m a straight hne 
acroes, to Cedar Creek, on the south lake . of Quesnelle 
River, in order to bring under n?tice a ~t'iV tern tor~ recently 
opaned, which promises to. be of much 1myortance m future. 
It is astonishing on reaclnng Quesnelle R1ver how the coun­
try and climate ch~nge i;mnediatelY: for the better, ~ereals, 
vegetables and frmts bemg grown m abundance.' while. t~e 
profusion of the wild rasphcn:r, a l~rge and luscwus !ruit, IS 
truly marvellous. From tins rcgwn the .early . piOneers. 
traced up Cariboo, which led gradually almost t? 1ts d~ser­
tion in the feverish race for sudden wealth, and 1t bas smce 
remained, I may say, unknown, so far as i~s re~l rich!leFs is 
concerned. :3ome parties, however, went mto It agam two 
sea.:;ons ago, and opened Cedar Creek, which from the large 
and steady pay it has yiel~ed must lead eventually to exten­
sive diggings !Jeing found on this magnificent l::Jke, offer~ng 
as it does for nearly ninety miles above and twelve miles 
below the creek nn unbrokl3n navigation. The discovery of 
this creek ranks certainly in importance next to Mo:;quito, 
seYcntv miles away to the north-west, because while the two 
establi.sh the riclmcss of the extremes they at the same time 
establish the richness of tho centre, the only difference being 
that the latter is generally much more diJJicult to open and 
expensive to work. Up to this time only three companies 
have got fairly to work on Cedar Creek-the Anrora, Moor­
head and Barker. The first, the _,\ urora, at the mouth, is 
perhaps of the kind the best opened claim in the country, 
having a main flume of ~000 feet to carry the tailings into 
the lake, and three sluices, each 150 to ~00 feet long, to wash 
the dirt ; tvtal cost, $8,000 ; total receipts, principally last 
year, $20,000 ; with ground for three years more, and in a 
condition to be worked to the best advantage. The :Moor­
head, located in 18M, 2 interests ; total cost, $2,000 · total 
receipts, $7,000. 'l'he Barket·, located in 1866, 3 int~rests ·; 
total cost, $7,000 ; total receipts over $20,000, with ground 
for three years more. .Above this claim, to the head of the 
creek, a large extent of uoprospected ()'round remains unoc­
cup~cd .. Mr. Barker himself belongs tg the best class of our 
Cahforma miners, and as soon as he has finished the stream 
intends running a tunnel into the side hills on evidences 
which ce_rtainly justify the enterprise, and whi~h, I feel con­
fi~ent, Wlll be successful. It may be, therefore, this creek. 
wtll .be th~ me~ns of inau.gurating the era of hill-diggings, 
and If so, Its discovery Will be one of the most fortunate 
events that. could possibly have happened. 
~ few miles to t~e east of Cedar lies Black Bear Creek, 

WhlCh was opened m a small way last summer with satisfac­
tory ~esul.ts. I~ runs h?wever in an opposite directimi, 
emptymg Itself 111to Spanish Creek~ a tributary of the north 
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fork of Quesnellc River, thus intersecting the whole of the 
south divide and proving it to be auriferous all through. 
Some day this fact will force itself upon the attention of 
prospecting parties and haYc a beneficial result. .Again, 
below Cedar, some two miles, hut running into the south 
lake, is Coquette Creek, until lately occupied only by a 
solitary compariy of Chinamen, wl10 are known to have done 
well by their purchase from the Cornishmen who originally 
ope~aed the creek. The latter lo~t their lead, and as usual, 
got discouraged and sold out. The pertinacity with which 
the Chinese have kept on working has again attracted white 
men to the creek, and good results are expected from the 
work they l1aYe now in hand. F p to this period these are 
the only new mining operations in this section. They may, 
so far, he limited in charactet· and limited in productiveness, 
but they assure me that the country, deserted fol' CnriLoo, 
will ere long be its rival, as the population increai'\es, because, 
although it m8y not be so rich, it i~ superior in four c~,-<cn­
tials of successful placer mining; it is easim· of access, better 
in climate, longer in season, and less expensive to work. 
With those advantages its thorough development is only a 
question of time. N othiug more has been clone to-day, 
simply for the reason there were not people in the Colony to 
do it.* I have only one more district to notice in the north­
ern gold fields, and to omit it would be an act of injustice. 
I mean the Horse Fly country. It commences with the river 
bearing that name, some twenty miL·s above Cedar Creek, on 
the south side of the lake, stretching east I suppose 11p to 
the head of the lake, and west between the boundaries of 
Quesnelle and Thompson Rivers to the dividing water-shed 
of the whole country, an immense region of which nothing 
is known except that it contains gold largely from one end 
to the other, though, I confess, I see no chance of its being 
brought into operation fOl' years. I shall simply speak of 
the district in the neighborhood of the Horse Fly River. In 
the first place, it is remarkable for containing a gravel for­
mation very similar to the celebrated "blue-lead" of Cali­
fornia, and ootttaining the fertility of the valley, as shown in 
the endless profusion of natural pasturage and indigenous 
fruits of every vnriety, proves the alluvial deposits of a 
great primeval river. Whatever progpecting has ;;o fur been 
done on the present rivet· to discover the bed of the old one 
has been rendered useless by a false bed-rock which the 
miners did not understand. In the entire basin of the river 
I find au immense formation of a bastard talc, which of 
course could not hold gold to any exter,t, though in spots 
quite large amounts have been obtained; but on further ex­
amination I find tho hdl-rock to be metamorphic. 'l'his fact 
satisfies me that the talcose formation is only accidental, and 

* Tbe country of the main Quesnelle running 40 miles hence to tbe 
Fraser, includin~ Li~~:htning Creek aad Cottonwood, will be included under 
$be head of hydraulic mining. 
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must be cut through entirely. not followed do~n in holes ~s 
was dor.c to reach the original pay gra,~ci, wl11ch under th~s 
talc is likely to be very riel>. At · prcs~n~, ho:w~vcr, this 
splendid rlistrict lies idle, as the few mct1 m It. ongm~lly ex­
hausted their means and were compelled to leave. :;orne of 
them, I understand, intend returning when able to prosecut~ 
their investigations ; in that caEe, I would ~ecommend_ them 
by all means to cut through the talc, wlu?h accordm!-5" to 
general experience cannot. bo more than SL'i:tel!n or tlmty 
feet thick. I have uow fimshed the northern gold fiel~d~ of 
British Columbia. It will at once be seen what a tnfhng 
proportion lying between the gold-bcar_in_g parallels l~as been 
occupied and how imperfectly that tnfhng proportiOn has 
been ])fO~pected and developed. What then will be ~be 
condition of the Colony when the whole of that vast regwn 
teems with a busy, active, and pr08]JPrO~lS mining p_opulati?n? 
Simply incredible. The facts and det~Ils I hav~ g_Iven p~ove 
beyond question that_ I have not exammed the mmmg 1:egwns 
carelessly or superfiCially, but on the contrary, more mmu1ely 
than others preceding me. If I am mistaken in the eaiimate 
I have formed, it is upon evidences that would deceive any 
man, and nature docs not often present such for the sake of 
deceiving-those evidences cannot be mistaken. Such as I 
have described the northern gold fields such I really believe 
them to be, and such 1 am firmly convinced they will even· 
tually prove. 

There iR another immense territory to be noticed, the 
southern gold fields, but as these have been padially worked 
and the gold found generally is fine dust, it will enable me 
to show their value better by considering them in connexion 
with 

HYDRAULIC WASHING. 

This division embraces a vnst region, commencing below 
Hope on the Fraser, up the Thompson and Bonaparte Rivers, 
to the head of great Shuswap Lake, a distance of some 2~0 
miles, to which for the put·pose of this description of o-old 
washing may be added all the country from . Lillooet up to 
Quesnelle River to its forks in one direction, and to Cotton. 
W?Od and Lightning Creek in another direction, at least 150 
m1les more. When gold was first discovered on the Fraser 
it was f?und in very fine dust, scattered profusely on the sur­
facJ of Its bars ~n_d banks, but none generally speaking on 
th~ bed-rock. 'l_lus led to a false impression of the countJ-y. 
It IS 1mpposed tlns fine gold was washed down the Fraser 
from the, r_egions above, where t~w coarse gold would be 
fonnd. 'llns, however, cannot possibly be, and the deposits 
of fine gold on the Fraser have no connexion with the cearse 
gold of Cariboo, though the idea led fortunately to the dis· 
?Overy of the latter. I arrive at this conclusion from two 
~mportant facts-;-first, t~1at gold as_ coarse _as any in Cariboo 
IS fou.nd to-day m quantity on Bndge River, near Lillooet, 
f~owmg the e{(fstence of g. dist!nct primitive denoait: and 
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next, that the water-shed forming that deposit always ran 
from Nelson's, 100-mile house, to the Frase1·, in an opposite 
cour~e fro~ that forming the Cariboo deposit. The point 
mentwnecl1s to-day and always has been, in my opinion the 
natural division of the two great water-sheds of the c~un­
try, for it is a singular coincidence. that the present water­
sheds ot British Columbia and the pre-Adamite river system 
in California are the same. The gravel beds of the southern 
dii"tricts in California appear to h[we been formed in rivers 
wh?se courses followed the same direction as the present, 
while those of the northern mines appear to have run at 
right ang:es. This is preci~ely the case with the pre3ent 
water shed::; of this Colony, and we may, therefore, presume 
it will be found the same with those of ancient times. Hence 
the fine gold of the Fraser could never have come down the 
river from any point hig-her than Lillooet; it could never 
ha>e been carried at right angles over the intervening coun­
try to the Fraser, nor could tlJat river afterwards carry it 
300 miles and scattet· it about where first found. The river 
itself forlJicls such a conclusion, for after all it is nothiBg 
more than a natured sluice on a large scale, and with its im­
mense benches, its jagged and broken rocks acting as 
riffles, the fine .!:!.·old must be caught long before it reached 
Hope, uy the very principle on which we conduet large gold 
washings to-day. To give rea~on to such an argument we 
must pre-suppose the river to have been at least twenty 
times its present size; no doubt it was, for the benches on 
both sides from Yale to Quesncllemouth mark its gradual 
contraction within its pre~ent limits; but that fact, so far 
from strengthening, really cle~troy~ the argument. Such an 
immense volume of water as the river then contained would 
immediately dissolve the debris containing- the fine gold, 
"T\'hen gravitation would soon gather it to it8 final resting 
places, for it is now an authenticated fact, that even fine 
gold will not t1·a,·el f~1r in water witbout the aid of some 
earthy suust:mcc. If ence, I conclude, the fine gold deposit 
of the Fraset· never came from Cariboo, but from a deposit 
of its ow•1 in the lofty benches and prcc1pitous hills on both 
sides, and which probably will only be found by means of 
the hydraulic pipe. In estimating the ground then in British 
Columbia suited for this system of working, the Fraser can­
not be excluded withjustice, although it has been worked 
fot· years. Let me now show iu ddail the results of 
hydraulicincr in California, for by them alone can anyone 
thoroughly ~ppreciate the advantage it will be to this coun­
try when applied to its full extent. 

The greater portion of the placer diggings in California, 
as yon all know were first worked by the rocker and long­
ton1, most crude' and defective machines, and district after 
district gradually deserted on the supposition of being ex­
hausted. Then flume and ground-slnieing came into exist­
ence, and with them the districts descrt(~cl were re-peopled ; 
again worked to advantage and again deserted. 'l'ben fol-
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lowed the hydraulic pipe, and with this last ~D:d most pertect 
system a repetition of action and a repet1t1on of. results, 
only w'ith this difference, the districts have not agam been 
deserted so fully, for thousands of acres have thereby been 
made remunerative for years past and. for years to come, 
which under any other method of work1~g w:ould b~ val~e­
lc.;:s The field for profitable hydraulics m Cahforma, 
ind~ed, has been found almost co·extensive ~ith the g~ld 
belt, and it wm prove so in this country. It 18 • no~ my ~n­
tention however to do more than refer to the prmmpal dis­
tricts u'nder byd;aulic power, in order simpl.Y to ill~111trate 
the cost and profit of working. and to do th1s effectively I 
shall make an extract from the report of Mr George Black, 
M. F,., published in San Francisco, 1864. Sp~aking of the 
hydraulic diggings between the. sout}1 and m1ddle Yu?a,e 
"be estimate:> the ground supplied w1th water by the ~hddl 
Yuba Canal Company at 5 m1les in length, 350 yards 
average width, ar.d 40 yards average depth. These figur~s 
give a grand total of 1~3,000,000 cubic yards; of thiS 
amount, only eight per cent. was worked out in 12 years, the 
average yield of which, as saved, was 30 to 45 cents per 
cubic yard; hence this mass of auriferous earth would yield 
over $38,000,000. But the total area of the gravel deposits 
worked on the ridge is estimated to be equal to fifteen 
square miles, which, assuring a like average width and thick­
ness would contain at 30 cents per cubic yard the enormous 
sum of $550,000,000." To work dirt under this system, Mr 
Black computes the cost as follows, and I have taken his 1864 
prices as approximating in some degree those of this Colony 
in 1868. " To work/' he says, '' one cubic yard of this au· 
riferous earth, assuming the wages of the miners to be $4 
a day. it would cost by the ordina1·y pan, $:20 ; with 1he 
rocker, $5; with the long-tom, $2 50; with the sluice 75 
cents; and by hydraulics, 20 cents." Now, before I give the 
result of washing dirt by this :oystem, let me show in another 
way still plainer the infinitessirr.al character of its pay. 
Mr Black, and I assure you he is quite an authority amongst 
us, .aRserts that this great hydraulic dirt in California, of' 
whwh t~e world has heard so much, during 12 years' average, 
only patd 30 cents to the cubic yard, or a fraction over 1 cent 
to tbe cubic foot. Now, a cubit foot of loom dirt without 
rocks will fill an ordinary gold wash pan about ten times, so 
that every prospect a person would obtain amounts on an 
average to thc.tent~ of.a cent. Can anything in a business 
sense be more lllfimtess11nal? Yet now listen to the results. 
~will give some of the prfncipal claims only. Take for 
m~tance the Blue Gravel Mining Co., in Smartsville, 18 
m1les from Marysville, which is known to have yielded since 
1864 no less than $600,000 ; their sluice boxes are over 
3,000 feet long ; th~y are cleaned up eight or nine times a 
year, and fron~ winch are. obtained amounts varying up to 
~50,0( 0 each time. The LIVe Yankee claim, at Forest City, 
18 reported to have paid $3/JOO,OOO i while throughout the 
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~ta.te, it is no uncommon thing to sec the less important 
cla1ms clean up from a few hundred., to :;;1:, UUII or <ll20 000 

I 
. , 'if' , 

eac t tune. In one case, the Manzanita Hill, ncar San Juan 
Ncvac~a C"u11ty, :,10 kc!Cs o~ powder were discharged 

·at a smgle hlu-<t to rc1lm·c the rlu·t to a fitting- condition to 
wash. A dull report, it is tmid, "broke upon the car, and a 
mass of earth, l.SU ft. deep, 20U ft. wide, i11JU ft. lon(J' rose a 
~hori di,;taJicc it~to tl.te air .. ~nd felt back thorougltly dis­
Integrated, and In a fit condttiOn for workitw." Such is the 
spirrt with which thi~ ~YekJit is adopted au'd carried out all 
through California, ;-:llJl]"l."'C it wer.J applied here even in a 
limited way. what a <lilTtTL'tWc it would make. All up the 
Fraser, eepccially round Lillooct, the benche3 and hills will 
all pay 1 cent, and in many c~tses :} C'<'nts to the cubit foot, 
and at the ~a me time abuudance of ,,.a tcr and abundance of 
fall can be obtained; it is tho, same on tho 1'hompson and 
Bonap;crto Hi,crs to tl1e hc;:1l of :-;lnHwap Lake; it is the 
same up the (ltlc . .;ncllc Utnr to the Forks, and above them; 
it is the :"nme in Cnriboo; it is tho same everywhere, but 
the people do not understa11d i ls wondn,; ; in fact, it~ day 
has not arrived. It i~ not only in the extent to which dirt 
can be washed, :::o much as in tho effectual manner in which 
it is ,,·ashed by this fy-<tcm that its merits lie. Drifting is a 
slow and costly procc~s, wl1ile it is an established axiom in 
mining that the bc~t t:ndergrouml men nCL'C:'Sarily leave a 
third of the g-old behind them. Suppose the old Aurora 
claim, on \rilliam Crc,·k, like the ~\lanzanita Bill, at San 
J nan, was shattered to pieces by powder and put under an 
eiTecti,-c hydraulic, do ~-,)u think it would not p:1y more than 
1 cent to tho cul>it foot? lt Jm.; paid from L"li:) to the end 
of lStil about :;::22.),1lli1J in di,·itll'nd:-;, at a co3t of :~100,000; 
put that claim under the 11CW ~.r~Lclll, when three men would 
do the W•)rk of fourteen, and it wuutd pay again almost as 
well as it did in it.; \'l'IJUili·,;t Lby; while the folly of such 
costly labor would be ~ccn and appreciated. 1'tt present, 
however, the people say it cannot be dono; ore long, you 
will hear tl;em say it mu~t be done; and then, but not 
before, when every section of the country is brought under 
economical operation, and made to pay in full the proportion 
it can pay towards the ;2·c1wral wealth, tho world will stand 
amazed at tho m)nual yield of gold corning out of the'' poor 
and bcu:garly country" wliiclt Driti.-it Columbia i:-; called 
to-day.-::-

Before I close this branch of the suL,iect, let me say a few 
words upon the two great dilliculticii at present in the way 
of introdueing the c~llll<3 general and extensive mining sys-

*The same argument may be used in reference to ground once worked 
over, especially that which bas beeu drif<ed. Take fur instance the rich 
Heron claim, on Grouse Creek. It originAlly paid S3il0,000, l1t a cost of 
:);.['>0,000. Last year five men bought it lor $.f,OIJU, find uy simplv cu:ting 
down the bed-rock from twelve to ~ighteen inches deeper, averaged nearly 
.lOO o~a. a.-week during tbe season. 
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tem in this Coiony that prl}vails in California, for they a_re 
intimately connected. I me~n, the absence ?f arhficml 
canals and the severity of wwter. I confess, It struck me, 
considering the complaints I henrd of the want ~t water, 
not only as very extraordinary but as one of the mam causes 
of the mininO' staQ'nation in Cariboo, that there were no 
artificial canl::>als oi· large temporary reservoirs. Of the 
necessity of both here, as elsewhere, during. the latter part 
of the season there can be doubt. The questiOn then comes, 
can they be built? The artificial water canals for mining 
pur'Poscs in California, a~·e.' perhaps, the proude~t monument 
of her enterprise and spint,. The best,f\'round IS o~ no use 
without water. Now to make all available, there IS a net­
work of these canals intersecting the entire State, 5,328 
miles l01w, constructed at a cost of $15,575,400 ; the water 
is drawn from sources as inaccessible, and through regions 
as terrible as any in British Columbia; it is taken from the 
heads of rivers, incased for miles in solid walls oJ rocks. 
the lake~ on the very summit of the Sierra Nevadas 11,500 
feet above the level of the ocean, and finally, sent to its 
destination through flumes, iron pipes and ovor suspension 
bNdges, with a constructive genius that could not be subdued 
or appalled. Yet, notwithstanding this enormous supply, 
our general washing is suspended for the season from about 
the second week in July to the end of October, and often­
times later. I grant such a system of canals cannot be con­
structed here for some time, but to meet the emergency, the 
miners by uniting together, as wa's done in California, can 
do the next best thing, build large reservoirs at the head of 
the creeks, as a reserve fund when needed in summer, and 
thus ensure a profitable employment of every hour of that 
precious season when drawing to its close. This could be 
done successfully, and to a certain extent cheaply in every 
district, and thus equalize in a great measure the busy min­
ing seasons of both countries. There is not, however, as 
thi~gs ~~·e, tho vaHt. diff~rence which some imagine and many 
mam!am. In C~l~forma, from the dry summer, extensive 
washmg, and mmmg operations generally are suspended 
from July to November, during which period many miners 
go .t? the Easte:n States, and many visit San Francisco ; in 
BntiS~l Columbia, the suspension takes placll in December, 
sometimes soo~er, and goes on to April and May, and the 
san~e. exodus IS seen i so, after all, it is but a change of 
periOd rather than a difference of fact. All that is wanted, 
so far as I could observe, to place British Columbia on an 
equality with two-third~ of California, is more water at the 
end of summer ; and w1th that the severity of the winter 
would be shorn of much of its terrors and most of its evils. 
In California, it is true, tunneling is curried on in the fall of 
the year, and a vast amount of dirt accumulated for the wet 
season ; to some extent, the same is done in Cariboo and 
every year now will see that system: of work extended.' At 
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Cedar Creek, last summer, the Barker Co. and others worked 
and washed from the first week in April to the end of 
November ; and so thence south the same thin()' could be 
done, if there was only wn.tcr. in troduccd througt;"" the coun­
try. Take, as an example, the whole of Thompson River to 
Boston Bar, on the Fra,;••r, all the way full of good hydraulic 
and !lloderately good sluicing .!:!:ronnel ; if that territory was 
in California, tbe Bonaparte would he carried right through 
from Cache Creek, and by supplying water for irrigation in 
the intermediate sections, be made a splendid investment. 
If this sounds extravagant, let me state there are many 
artificial canals in California much longer, and much more 
costly than this would Le. I will enumerate a few, to 
satist)r the incredulous, and to show I never make statements 
I am unable to sustain. On refcrrin!.( to the Pacific Coast 
Directory it. will be seen that t11'~ Eureka Canal Co., 
Cosumnes River, is 4:"i0 miles lon!.(. and cost 8.5110,000 ; Pilot 
Creek Co, 150 miles, cost :<)I)O,IHHI; South Yuba Canal Co., 
200 miles, cost :31/iOII,OOil; Burcka Co., Yuba River, 150 
miles, cost :Si'SO,OUO: AulJurn and Bear River Co, 2\:10 miles, 
cost $650,0:)(), I could, if requisite, multiply these cases, 
but they are sufficient to sbow that such a canal as I have 
just mentioned is not so gi~antic or terrible an affair after 
all ; that it i~ not nonsense, as some in their i!!'norance of 
what men will do in g-old countries might be pleased to call 
it, when they know the wealth to .iu~tify the expenditure is 
really there. As in the e::t~c of dmining the Meadows, tun· 
neliog the hills, introducing hydraulics, I see no earthly 
reason why the same enterprise, the same costly undertak­
ings, the same wonderou,; and all conquering spirit, should 
not be seen in British Columbia that we have witnessed 
in California, when the world comes to know that they 
will pay as well there as elsewhere. That is simply 
the trouble, the world know;; nothing of the real truth 
of the case, and as far as the people and a portion of 
the Press are conc~rned, they seem, until lately, mutually 
determined it never should know. Personal experience, 
whether good or bad, is not by any means a safe principle 
by which to jndgc the gem·eal or particular merits of a 
country. A 1l cannot become rich by mining any more 
than by any other occupation in life ; and it is well they 
cannot, for I can conceive nothing more deplorable than 
mortal's condition in a community where every person was 
positively rich-even if poverty and wealth were not, as we 
know they are oftentimes, the result of mere chance and 
accident. But what incalculable turpitude is this in men, to 
go forth and defame a country at all times, and in the most 
unjust manner, simply because thay were not successful in it. 
However, these things will soon be adjusted, for the truth is 
told now by everyone who knows anything of the country ; 
and you rest assured, that this greatest of all evils, " the 
short season and :levere winter," will grow smaller and 
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smaller as water is generally introduced throughout the 
mining regions. 

GOLD, SILVER AND COPPER VEINS. 

I have been requegted to say a few words_ before conclu_d­
ing upon these interests, an(l as I have examm~d them I will 
do so gladly, for without such notice my h1sto.ry of your 
mineral wealth would be incomplete. ·with reference to tho 
auriferous quartz ledges, I have traced them from Island 
Mountain, at the head of Mosquito Creek, thro~gh Lowhee, 
Stout, William, Grouse, over Bald-Head :'lfounbnns to Black 
Bear Creek, on the great south lake of the Quesnellc, a dis­
tance of seventy miles. Althou•1h these ledges are very fine 
in character, well developed, determined in their course, arid 
offer every evidence of being up to the t.tandard of_ th~ 
California led()'es still I do not tbink the time has arnved 
when they co~d be work.:ld to advantage. Much discretion 
must be exercised in commencing the quartz business on an 
extensive Reale. A failure at first would throw these great 
interests back for years. It will be wisdom in this respect 
to be guided strictly by the experience of California .. Up 
to 1860, nearly everyone who went into the quartz busmess 
was ruined, and it fell into wch disrepute, and became so 
odious in San Francisco, that no capitalist could be found 
to advance ~t dollae to a~si,;t in opening a ledge for which 
now he would gladly give ~~51J,OOO• The total average pay 
of the California ledges throughout the State, according to 
lfr Black, and other authorities of equal experience, does 
not exceed $15 a ton. Of sourse there are many brilliant 
exceptions, and so there will be here, but upon the whole, 
you bave no right to l:lxpect nature to make an exception in 
her general laws for you. Now in this conn try at present, 
with labor, money, provisions, machinery, freight and in­
cidental expenses so higb, anything under ~GO a-ton at lev st 
would be a losing affait·, and $40 a-ton is very rich rock ; 
thus 18 on~ of every :20 men investing in quartz largely 
would be rmned, the s:1me as men were at first in Califoruia 
and this great productive interest thrown back for years: 
Therefore, I advise a little delay. Develop the ledges so 
far as to prove them, if you please, but except in ordina1·y 
cas_es, do not attempt to work them on a large scale. It is 
estu~at~d that _from_ 1862 to 1865, the period of the quartz 
mama m Cahforma, that San Francisco and Now York 
spent $120,000,000 in Reese River, Montam and Idaho 
without getting a dollar in return, and now no matter what 
they find, no one will help them in those cities, nor will they 
for years. You all know the desolate condition of those 
territories at present, from ha\'ing little or r.o other resource 
t~ rall back upon, I have already spoken of the immuta­
bility of the laws governing mineral veins, but those laws 
are valueless ag.tinst an overwhelming expense that ·ean 
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n~it?er be avoided nor reduced ; and it is a poor policy in 
nn~mg to e:pend the mom'Y in simply gdlin•!· to a n1ine, 
which wa.~. mtended to develop it ; people n~t·y soon tire of 
such_ a uu~tnc:os. I QT:111t t!Jere is a great tlifference in Cali­
forma ~o-chtr._ In l.')lill, her .quartz intere.-;t,; were literally 
dead; In ltib 1, her r1nartz mtll8 nnmhcrod lll, erectctl at a 
C11st of :3\\l•Jil,llllil, the annual aQ'QTt..'Q':lk product of which is 
$11,:2.i0,UIIU. Wit:tt produced tlti.-; t:lt:mgo in seven sho~rt 
years'?. In t!te first placP, a bettor knowledge of the laws 
govet~lltnQ· mmeral formations and a tlwrough experience in 
work1ng rock,and the application of lJttth to the minimum 
yield and the maximum co~t by which to determine tile mar­
gin for profit: a:Jd in the second pl:tet', the natural equaliza­
tion of labor and c1pital. To-cla~·, from the:oo cause:', a 
ledQe paying Slu a-ton, easy of ~1cccss and easy to work, 
wonlcl bring more in California than one that would pay 
$500 a-ton in Idaho or ~~LOJttana ; simply because, in the 
former, we can reduce our amalgam for :;;.) r:.-ton, which 
leave" 1011 per cent. profit. A few yeal's will make a similar 
change in this country. Yon are uot wantittg- in all the 
clements of snccc~,fnl quartz mining; and, therefore, it is 
better and safer for all concemed, in my opinion, to allow 
the husincs.s to come to maturit\' in the natural conl' . .;e of 
event,;, thau to forco it into a sickly existence at present, to 
its certain prejuLlice hcre;tftcr. 

These observation.':, however, do not apply to the same 
extent to your ~i I ver ledges. You have alrcat1y made such 
a wotH1rTt'u1 dcYclopmcnt at Cherry Creek in silver, that I 
think that interest may be ach~ut!:tgenllsly advanced now as 
hereafter. ~w·lt enormous fortune::: have lJfen made in '.Y:t."ltoe 
by silver, and such an enormon:o b11sincss is ~till clone in Cali­
fornia in silver, that I see no difficulty in indncing· capital­
ists to inve,;t money in it here, if tho tiling is properly 
managed. J)·:·sidc:::, there ean be nn doubt about the Cherry 
Creek lead, the quantity and the cktractcrof the rock it bas 
yielded establislt it:,; legitimacy at once. I have some in my 
posscs.-:ion, richer than any coming from Washoe for three 
years' ya::;t. I fc·d convineed they haH' the main lead and 
not the spur; but as the sudden illness of :Mr Landvoigt pre­
vented me O"Oino· to inspect it J>Crsonally, I cannot ret de· 
tcrmine tlu~t important point. ~cvertliC'lcs~, puttinc;· all the 
circumstance~ together, I conJ(~:os I cannot resist the convic­
tion on my mind, that the L1i2ctwcry i~ not macle on a spur, 
but on a br~·~~. rich and permanent vein. I C'aw the same 
lcdc;e on Sc"tclt Crock, t,,·cnt,\··~ix miles from Cherry Creek, 
and it is there nearly thirty ft:et thick, and at the same time 
a mao·nificcnt cltaradc'r ot rock. 
Yo~ arc prouahly aware! l.Iis Exc:llency the \}overoor 

was kind enou(J"h to place l11s little steam y~1cht Lennthan at 
my disposal, i~., order to visit tb~ Ho;vu :--;onnd Copper. Min~, 
neat· Burranl Inlet. soon after It,; d1sconry. ::lfany 111 this 
city have asked me, since my return, whether there i~ any-
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thing in it. Indeed there is, you may be ~ssured, a gr~at 
deal in it. I pronounce it by fa~ the best_ t~mg of the kmd 
diRcovered in the Colony, and qmte as _legrt1~ate as anyt~n 
the Pacific Coast. It is one of four mines hrtherto found :n 
the world of which we have record, where sulphuret ore m 
a concent;ated form was carried in quantity and of high 
percentage on the surface. Nor ~s th?re any doubt, in_ my 
mind, about its being a true orgamc yem, for th~re, plamly 
in si{}'ht are all the essentials necessary to constitute a true 
copp~r 'vein down even to. the ~ucltan! the first and l~st 
essential. At present theee IS a slight displacement, whiCh 
will require probably drifting for a hundred feet to_ over­
come. As soon as the vertical dip is reached in the bill, the 
vein will show itself in its true course and form, and at 
least be three feet thick. If this mine is now judiciously 
managed by the owners, and liberally dealt with by the 
Government, it must be of immense good to the Colony ; 
for it at once establishes the reliability of your vast copper 
ledges, and may in the end, when thoroughly developed, 
excel the marvellous richness of the Union in Copperopolis, 
and the Cobra, in Cuba, for neither of those celebrated 
mines were equal to the- Uowe Sound mine on the surface. 

So far, I have spoken only of your mineral wealth on the 
Mainland. Vancouver Island, of course, I have had no op­
portunity of examining, to decide with any degree of cer­
tainty either the extent or character of its auriferous de­
posits. Its copper and coal, however, are endless, and the 
rock on which your town of Victoria stands i:> all a mineral 
formation. It appears to me, you should first devote every 
energy to the development of your splendid and extensive 
coal beds. I have already told you that the theory of 
Professor Jackson, of New York, a very competent and 
scientific man, of the non-existence of the carboniferous era 
in California is daily gaining strength, for the more we 
examine into the matter the more we find his Rtatement of 
the auriferous roek occupying the place of the coal-measures 
to be correct. Hence, then, the coal does not exist there at 
all, or at such a depth it cannot IJe worked with profit· in 
either case California is left in the same dilemma-sh~ is 
without coal. I stated this eighteen months' ago, and that, 
therefore, the day was not far distant when the proud city of 
San Francisco must come begging to you for the means of 
sustaining her commerce, manufactories and greatness · for 
w_it~out. coal she is co_mparatively helpless. To-day my pre­
dlCtiOn rs nearly realized. It was then evident to me that 
the businell:ls enterprise of the Americans would overcome 
all political and national prejudices, and in the event of not 
getting coal of their own, they would do the {\ext best thing, 
go. to the nearest and cheape~t place for the supply they re· 
qmred. To-day they are domg so, and I am satisfied if the 
business is properly managed, at least 150,000 or 2oo,ooo 
ton::~ a-year can be sent from this Island to San .Francisc01 
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It is gratifying to see the increase of shipments lately made 
from N anaimo, the last year exceeded the previous year by 
10,000 tons, while the shipments during the first two months 
of this year are far in excess of that inc1·ease. And so it 
must continue to the end-the long, dreary night of misfor­
tune is giving way to the dawn of a brighter day; and if 
you only avail yourselves of the mineral wealth in your pos­
session, the coal beds of Nanaimo, Cowichan, Comox, New­
castle, and on the Mainland, are sufficient in themselves to 
build up the Colony to the highest state of prosperity and 
wealth. 
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LECTURE II. 

On the Agricultural, Commerdal, Geographical, Political 
and National Resources, Advantages and Aspects·of tbe 
fountry, 

Mri PRESIDENT :-Having· in my previous address sub­
stantiated, I believe, beyond all question the mineral wealth 
of the country, which in the natural course of evcn~s nn!st 
attract the attention of the world to a large extent, m sp1te 
of all the prejudice and misrepresentation of thos~ who 
judged the country, not from its merits so much as thmr own 
incapacity to ensure success, the next q uestior< that pre­
sented itself to my n]ind was, whether in case of a sudden 
influx of people dra-..vn to it by sudden disco>eries which 
are certain to be mrrde, the agricultural capacity of the 
Colony woulLl be equal to the emergency. Instead, there­
fore, of finislling my t~·avcls ·with an examination of the 
mines, I found, in order to ascertain this fact, I had still an 
irksome, laborious and important duty to perform, and I 
went through with it with care, hecause few people, un­
acquainted with mining countries, ha;-c any idea how closely 
the production of gold and the productwn of flour are con· 
nected. My impressions of the agricultural character of 
the Colony. I am free to confess, by being obtained from 
false authorities, wm•e about the same as my impressions of 
its mineral wealth, altogether wrong and unjust. It was 
necessary, in this case, to examine the districts lying 11djaccnt 
to the main thoroughfare of the mines, the product of which 
could be brought into immediate use if required to feed and 
sustain a mining population; so it must be understood all 
the rich tracts of land extendio,g along the banks of the 
Fraser to its mouth, and also on Vancouver Island, are not 
included. I am merely speaking now of the Upper Fraser, 
from Yale to Quesoellcmouth. It has always been main­
tained that British Columbia is not an agricultural country, 
the same thing that was said of California in early times 
by men about as foolish as those who Rpoke of that country 
without any real knowledge of its merits. In order to prove 
the vitality of this country, it is not necessary to }'rove it 
an agricultural country in the titrict seHse of the term-that 
is, like California. capable of exporting grain ; all that 
appears necessary to me, is to show she can,, as early Cali· 
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fo:n~a did, sustain the population of to-day, and half-a­
IDI~hon ~ore if they were to come to-morrow nt any given 
pmnt Without calling into requisition the whole of her 
resources. Now, what do I find in this re::;pect? This great 
truth-that British Columbia is as capable in ao-riculture as 
she i:> ilil mining, even within the contracted lir~its to which 
I sh~ll con tine myself, extensive as those limits are in point 
of_ drstance, but nothing, w Jrse than nothin"', in comparison 
wrth the total extent of her vast ag-ricultural area. 

From Lillooet on the west to Soda Creek on the east side 
of the Fraser, say :200 miles north, thence to Cache Creek 
along the Thompson, to 8avar1a's Ferry, up the lakeR td 
Kamloops and ~eymour, say 200 miles south, I find a country 
as fertile, as ea~y of cultivation and as dumble as most of 
~he better portions of Califomia, aud w hicb, judging from 
Itfl general features and the actual corps it produced last 
y-ear Is certainly capable, without exagg-~ration, of su·stain­
mg-at least half-a-million people in the two grent necessaries 
of life, flour and nw·tt. Throughout these lirnits I also find, 
as in California, that all required to make an apparently 
barren land llighly productive is sufJicient irrigation, for the 
crops last year by this means averaged thirty bushels to the 
acre, an average over that of any similar given area to be 
found, I believe, on the coast. It is estimated by parties 
engaged in buying last year's grain, that the Upper F'raser, 
from Lytton to Qaesnellemonth, produced 1000 tons of wheat, 

· which is equivalent to 9,000 bar-rels of flour, while the 
quality of flouris equal to the celebrated Golden Gate brand 
of California ; and that this is not an exaggerated calcula­
tion, is ev:dent, from the fact of Cariboo thi,; winter, the 
most severe e\·er known, being· abundantly :oupplied with 
flour of. your own producing at :21) cents a pound instead of 
50 cents a pound, when the supplies were dependent upon 
California. Thus you have aiTived at that period, long to 
be remembered in yout· history, when the upper country. 
even the "howlirJO' wildemess" as it is called, has become ,., . 
self-sustaining in flour. Few people, eRpecially tho~e unac· 
quainted with miniug countr-ies, can form~ true e~t.rma~e of 
the importance of this achievement. While Ca Iforma re­
mained dependent on Chili for flour, she made little progress 
in the development of her material interests ; while .British 
Columbia remains dependent upon California we see t.he 
same thino- · but as the former gradually became self-wstam­
irw she o-~~dually became what she is, the princely mistress 
or"' the P~cific. Shall we deny the s ·me results to the latter'? 
Perhaps we might with propriety i~ she were ~ot a large 
producer of gold and coal ; but havtnff these, "":I~h the pro­
duction of bet· own flour·, her career, 1!1 my oprnrvn, cannot 
be impeded. No, sir, the !acts of your taking last year the 
firs' step towards your independen?e of the wo~·ld for the 
chief means f)[ living-, the fir;,;t tune observe 1t has been 
taken in yout· hi~tory, is worth more, a thousand times more, 
thau all the glitteriog, un~table, grandeur of the past, be-
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cause it will create an inevitable desire for greater independ­
ence by greater production, and therefore every coming yea_r, 
in obedience to that desire, will duplicate the past. y(ar m 
both. The labors of 18ti7, all round, have been wdeed a 
glorious triumph for the Colony. . . . 

ThrouO'hout the limits I have drawn, the s01l1s very nch 
and endt~ring ; abundantly :,;npplied with water f:>r irriga­
tion, with a climate unexceptionable in sumrneJ·, a~d 110t Yery 
severe in winter. I have already ~poken of the h1gh average 
of the crops, and as a proof of tile power of du1·ation in the 
land, they proved larger upon some of the farms last year on 
Cache Creek, tbe fifth COII'icentive growth of wheat, barlev 
and oats. than eYer known ],cfore. 'l'ilis was ~hown on the 
twCJ farnis, of 3o~ton and Perry-the one under cultivation 
five years produced ahod the ~·ame proportion of wheat from 
22 acres. that the otlll'r, for the first tinie under the plough, 
did from 30 acres. From inquirie~ at the mills, at Lillooet; 
Soda Creek and Cornwall's ranch, I learned that the grain 
runs very even in it:-; percentage of flour, yielding in all the 
three district~ from 65 to 70 per cent., with a little advantage 
in favor of Cache Creek grain. The best and l2rgest farms 
I have seen in the whole conntry arc Dtmlcvy'~ and Gal­
braith's; at Soda Creek; Co,;t:m's and Perry's, on Cache 
Creek, and the Cornwall raueh. on the Thompson. A few 
particulars of these five ranches, selected simply because 
they are well-known, may not \,c uuiuteref:'ting. Dunlevy 
produced about 125,uor pound,; of wh••at, "1ti,Ullll of lmrley, 
30,000 of oats. Galbraith, about l:jO,OOO pound.~ of wheat, 
with something of the ~a me in barll~)' anJ. oats. The im­
mediate district of Lillooet produced 1,500,000 pounds of 
excellent wheat, 800,000 pont,ds of oats and barley, li!l,OOO 
pountls of beans, which is mudt le:-<s than tL•' farmers intend 
growing therr uext S• a~on.· .-'andln~·d, or ): •ston, as he is 
commonly en lted, on Cache ()reck. 4:3,000 vounds of wheat, 
86,000 pounds of barley, :.:::,uno pounds of o~•t ~. l'erry, from 
30 acres, the first season, as alreaJv ~ai•l. aver::te!"(•rl 5u Lushels 
of wheat to the acre. Cormr;ill ·Brothers, ];;ne 90 acres 
under ~ultivati?n with 50 more preparing for this year, ,last 
seasons crop yielded -!S busl.els to the acre, with barley and 
oats in the same proportion ; oat,; f'qwcially never bein(J' 
consi~ered ~c~od under -!\-1 lm~hel:.; to the aero. These gcntl~ 
men, m add1t10n, hne ::):-;1) liead of cattle, till horses, hogs, 
&c., &c., in quantity, and will soon become wealthy. I wish 
to refer for a few moments, to ~and ford's case, being a bright 
and meritorious example of industry. He located 2GO acres 
i~ 18tH, the cer~als ot which, as given already, would realize 
h1m last season $+,5110, in addition to which (D'i>en here as 
an evidence of the du!·ation of the ground) 11;' produced 70 
tons of hay, worth $~5 a-ton ; in vcgetaldes, 50,000 nounds 
of potatoes ;, beats, :3 to11S : canotf;, S tou,.; ; ::-;wcdish turnip!!, 
15. tons, bes1des a large amount of onions. The total cos. of 
this farm residence, out-hou~cs fences to()'ether with ditch 
for irrigation, cost $6,000. Pu'tting the ~tock growing up 
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on the farm,_togcther with its produce, the prop:·ietor to-day 
may be con:mlered rich. I could instauce numbers of such 
ex~~ples, yet it is difficult to make people believe that 
Bnt1:->h Columbia offers any inducement for farmers to culti· 
vate the lani. It mnst not be understood either that the 
t~rrito~y_w!thin the limits mentionc1l is fully occupied. Not a 
tithe of 1t 1s undel' cultivation. Indeed some of the best 
still invites the settler. Here I must observe that the 
I. ' ' ? Imatc is equally gontl for vc~·ctables. During the summer, 

m all places, as far np as (~ncsncllernouth, I ate peas, cauli· 
flowers, cabbages. turnip,, carrots, onions. celery, as large as 
any g:rown in Califomia. but better flavored, while the 
pota~oc,; C\"Prywhere in the Colony, for size, soundness and 
quality, defy tlw world. The ~a1111~ holds _good also in refer· 
ence to fruits. It is a common and true ~nvi11g amongst the 
"\Jnericans, that where the water-melon flo-urishes, any fruits 
may be gt·own to a•ln.mtage. When, therefore, I found 
water-melon,; :•t Lillnoct aEu otlJCr p!,H··~s as fine in every 
respect as anv _grown in lone \'alley, California, I was not 
surprised to lind apples, pear~. ])]Hill~, strawbenies. cherries. 
g-ooseberrie;;, currants. &c., &c.: if not ,;n ·large as the Cali· 
fornia fruits of the :-<:l.me variPt.Y, infinitelr bettet· flavored. 
Yet people will per,;i.~t in calling the interior a "howling 
wilderne;-;:'," fit onh• for tlw red man and tl1e bear. If I am 
wron,g in these statcme11t.~ it j,; P-asy t1 ~ho'v the fals ·hood. 
To <lo so, ho,,·c·rer, r•·qnin•,; :1 Jli:lll t" do whnt I have done, 
traYI'l'SC the c•ntire <~<!1111(1':1' l:H<'jl l1_v ct<·p. Jnuk i11t0 e>et·ything, 
calcul:ttP ev<'r.nhilt~·. comp:,,·,~. p,·url'lhincr, ann whun thnt is 
done, I kuow '•lJ ,.,,I"H.:ity w:ll be ·~-'tu.i.Jli'.ll'<L GP11eral 
statements, COldraJictory of w-hat I au nwce, will not suffice; 
figure ''';~Lin,;t fi~· .trc, dettil Jor clctail, lllllst be ,,roduced. and 
then if there is a di~..:r•,pane·: it can very non anrl very 
easily be lJrOU;.'t t hom0 to tli< ··rring ]'arty. If I am proved 
to be wrcnrr let 1:18 iot· C\'er i_,,. covered with tl.te shame such 
falsehood~ "'deserve. 0: ow, Captain Bumsby, author of the 
trashy lettet·;; appearin'.!· la,;t summer in the Cariboo Sentinel, 
as your optics and iuu1.~.!'ination are :-:o duil that you could not 
see LcO'h Harnett's o·ardcn in the interior, here is another 
cha.nc~"for distinctio~-to yon and all of the same school, I 
boldly theow down the g-auntlet. Any man who could ride 
throtJO'h the country at tile time of my visit, and not see jt 
in th ~same lio·ht that I did, must look in his own soul for ,., . 
the bareenucs,; he SCL'S ar0und lnm. 

'The next and last point to be considere~l in connexio_n with 
the a(}'ricultural resources of the Colony 1s cattle-grazwg. I 
appt;o"'ach this·snhjPct really with hesi1ation, nor should I 
venture to publish the fact~ I have coll_e~ted, were they not 
fully substantiated by parties whose pmntwn and characters 
cannot be ques.ioncd. It is, indeed, one of the most re· 
markable features of t!1e country, and I doubt whether any 
man was more astonished than myself at what I learned and 
gathered. The magnificent ran~e o[ pa_stnrage, ~n which 
the bunch-grass is found, peculiar for 1ts fattenlng pro· 
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perties, really begins eal'lt of the C:1scade Mountain!", ti_fty­
s,~ven miles above Yale, running up to the head of navJ_g-a­
tion on the Fra,cr, to the wry ba~e of the Rocky Moun taws, 
altocrether north arid south ~Oil miles, but how far I ast and 
west is not known, though the distance must be imrne~se: I 
will select a few partieula1·s from my notes. The prmCJpal 
cattle dealers are the ~lc~~rs Harper, two brothers. supposed 
to be worth $:201l,Oll0, tnost of which tr1cy are E>aid to have 
made in this Col'luv. Mr Jerome Harper asHured me there 
is scarcely any sue]; pasturage in Tcxa~ or M i;.;s_om·i, and as 
he is <tll American his ta~timony is the more reliable. They 
arc located on the :-;1Ju;;wap and Cache Creek, and p)ssess 
about 1,800 head of fine stock. At the time I saw h:m at 
Cache Creek, on his way to Cariboo, with some 600 head of 
grass-fed cattle for the winter's supply, he assured me he 
could select 180 three-year old steers from the band that 
would weigh 870 pounds each, while the remainder were 
certaiuly the finest lot of beef-cattle I ever saw collected 
together· in an.\' country. No :mch average ag this could t;>e 
reached on the Pathero Plains, round San Juan, south m 
Califomia, beyond comparison the finest grazing district in 
the State. Ag·ain, Me COL'n wall told me they had k!lled 
two-year old animals that wei.~llCd as hi~h as S:W pounds 
each, fed simply on gra~s. One case I witnessed my:-:clf, on 
Antoine's farm, four miles below Mr Cornwall'f, exceeds all 
the others, and appe .rs almost incredible ; it was that of a 
yearling, killed in my presence, which weighed when dressed 
545 pounds. I could mention many such instar.ce1 coming 
to my knowledge indirectly, but I prefer the above because 
they can be authenticated by the g~ntlemen whose names are 
mentioned. Here then, again, you see what this ·'howling 
wilderness" of the interior will do, and is doing daily. Can 
such cattle be found in the London market.jed alone on grass, 
in Eng-land, Scotland or Ireland? If so, I confess, I never 
saw or heard of them. In California, I know nothing of 
the sort can be produced. Another instance may be given 
of the extraordinary value of· this bunch-grass for dairy 
purpoges, and with it I will finish. It is that of Messrs 
Duck and Pringle, located ou the Shuswap River, who made 
1,500 pounds of butter from 15 cows during last summer. 
Nor is the severity of winter through this particular dis­
trict, a:; in some others, a set· off against the profits of summer. 
During some extreme seasons, it is true, cattle suffer aud die ; 
b~t settlers wit~ l.lre prudent enough to cut natural hay for 
wmter feed, whiCh can be done for $5 or S7 a-ton, ne,•er 
lose a single head in the deepest snow, while such as do 
perish are old and poor California cattle. That I am not 
underrating or ove!-ratmg this mag11ificcnt cattle range is 
proved by the Can!:>oo teamsters and packers, in addition to 
the stock belonging to it, regularly bring~ng at the end of 
each Beason from 400 to 600 head of worn out animals of 
every kind to winter, and which, without bcin"" fed with 
bay, come out in the spring in splendid condition~ And so 
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I lea.':"e th~ agriculturaJ resources, with a firm conviction, 
th_a t m th1s respect, as in others, the country has been grossly 
m1sreprosen ted. 

It will be seen from these statements that this eolitary 
bugbear of the Colony, the·· terrible winter," might as well 
be left alone, for in most parts except the extreme north its 
horror consists more in it solitude than seYerity. If, as in 
Canada and the Eastern ~tatc-,.;, the interior gcntiemen could 
have lots ?f sleighing·, with something Yrry pretty and warm 
rolled up m ft!rs by their sides all the time, it would uot be 
feared I think so very much. In such latitudes a California 
winte1: cannot be exp8cted, thou.~h her winter one year in 
three lS more devastating and ruinous than yours with all its 
severity during the whole time. Indeed, i have never met 
a country so free from tho~e dire calamities which pedod· 
ically visit the world as this. \Vherc are vour floods fires 
hurr.icanes,.eartl•quakes, drought that with s-uch a cruel' hand 
constantly in other places lay men so low, 30 ruined, so 
crushed? In the absence of these plagues surely you can 
bear with the severity of a winter, which at the worst onlv 
Stops. WOl'k in open air two Or three times during the season. 
I have had some experience in California during the last 
seventeen years in these matters and know what they are. 
Let me tell yon something about them_ Do you know what 
a large city laid in ashes mean,;? Have you ever seen a 
vast ocean of fire sweeping onwards with lightning speed, 
on every side curling up the lofty spires in wreaths of angry 
flame, devouring the mansions of the rich, the hovels of the 
poor, the haunts of the vicious, the asylums of the destitute, 
and commingling all in one vast and corr.mon ruin? ·It is 
but the work of an hour-yet how terrible that work. 'I'o 
see stern men who had gone to b10d rich, delicate and refined 
women accustomed to the elegancies and luxuries of wealth, 
children who never knew want wandering to r.nd fro in 
multitudes, without a home, without clothes, without food, 
crushed and helpless and no relief at hand, is a sight that 
tries mens' souls intleed. But you have none of this, you 
have none of this in your midst, and God grant you may sttll 
be spared. Do you know what a country deluged by floods 
means? Have you ever seen a vast inland sea, a hundred 
miles long and forty miles wide, the work ?fa few days, J:ut 
raging and surging for weeks, and la)mg a paralyzmg 
hand on all it touches? Have you ever stood on some lofty 
eminence and viewed the utter hopeless wreck of life that 
lies stretched out on all sides as fal' as the eye can carry? 
The work and reward of years lost in an hour-beautiful 
homes crushed to pieces or swept away, noble cities sub­
mer<Ted and surrounded by a desolation as suulime, though 
not ~s fatal as that which wiped: out all traces of the once 
proud Babylon and Ni_neveh? _Have you ever .seen the 
darkness of the storm_mght prevail by day, when 1t seemed 
as though you could raise your hand and clutch the mnrky 
heavens above as they poured and poured down their endless 
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torrents of water, and the soul of man is weary, so weary 
waiting for the sun? No, you have no~e of tins, you have 
none of this, and God grant you may still be spared. Do 
vou know what a country dying out lJy inches from drou9ht 
incans? Have you c\·cr rode over fertile valleys, nch 
prair~es, studded with splendid far:us, valuable orchards, 
endless flocks of erery kind, and marked the slow but 
inevitable work ot famine aud progre8s of death'? !3"a:ve 
you ever seen the beautiful firmament. of Heaven paled m.1ts 
hue by the cOllst.lllt. glare of the ternble sun, · creatiOn 
stripped of every liYing herb, panthers antl .bear~ subd~ed 
by hunger comedown from their !~irs to dw With dymg 
flocks of shP,ep and cattle, and fru1 ts, and tre?s., an.d crops 
perish by the hour? Have you e\·er felt that hvmg death, 
the dread ~ilcl'CC penading the bn,.;y !taunts of man, 'Y~eu 
the earth and at! things liYing a1 c ,,·pary, so weary wan.mg 
for the rain'! Xo, no, you havfl none oi this, you hare none 
of this, and God ~r·ant YI•U may still be spared. No, sir, of 
all countries I was e\·m:in this ouc to me ~Cl'llt~ least affiicted 
by those.pby,.;ical evils wl:il'lt constantly punish each clime 
and each people in tum. What would kt1·c been your con· 
dition to-day had you .!!·one throug-h a tithe of nnr I alifornia 
experience'? I lteai' people on all f'ides conl'tantly talking 
of Califomia to the pn:judiee of Bt·itish ColnmlJia. Well, 
she is a bright, sun11y, glorious country upon the whole; but 
if there is one cutltJtrr 111 the world llltJI'e than a110ther where 
men's souls ha\·e lJCCI.l tried and tltt.•ir eucr!.!·ic,.; tat>ked to 
make her what ·what 1-'he is, it is th:it verY California. Had 
this Colouy received tlw ~anw adYaJJtag;, of fon·ig·It capital 
and emigration th,1t sJ,, .. has bad, it wonl<l have LH~C!l, in my 
opinion. a far more preferab.ic- conn: ry iu many respects. 

Again, iu a commercial sctJ,l\ I cannnt seP grounds for 
nwh gloou1y forebudings, becan~e, in my opinion, the more 
San Francisco extend~ her inf!u~.·uce, ca1dal and successful 
trade, it mu::;t, to a certain extt-nt, in tl11: end IJenefit Vic­
toria, simply hcnn~e she has tbe only S'l:c seaport besides 
that city on the sea co,bt. The opening of tbe Japan and 
China trade, and the purchase of Sitka, will also have an 
immediate gr1od effect, for n~ither can be carried to a sue· 
cesslul issue without the means of this Island. The 
Amel'icaus know this, and hence their dc~ire to get this 
stumbling block to ti:eir greatness on tne Pacific. In refer­
ence to Si ka, it brings British Columbia at once in the. 
centre of the ~ merican possession:;;, and i til trade must centre 
here in spite of national prejudices and political jealousies. 
The steamers pl_ving to and from San Fr>UlC'SCO must coal 
herP., becau~e It is cheaper, and commercial necessities and 
commercial benefits soon bring all things to a leveL Some 
think Sitka will ne\'er amount to anythiug,and much fun has 
been made about its pm·chase. That is not my impression. 
In th~ hands of the American people, and in the midst of 
Amencan wants, it is sure to advance; and not being able 
to get this country, the purchase of Sitka was the next best 
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thing they could do, for the possession of the extreme north 
an~ ~outh doubles theit· power on the coast, and gives them 
poht1cal and commercial advantages they never before pos· 
sessBd. Let those ad vantages extend to the utmost, if you 
pleaRe, as the great tid<: of nation floats along your shores; 
and how you can avoid partictpatinO' in the establishment . ~ 

and continuance of that nation, whei1 Ynu cut tl1em off in 
th~ir necessity from their own people? Iio you think any Sitka 
sh1pmaster wonl? go to t:lan Franei::;co in preference to Vic­
tona for snch thmgs as may be required immediately, simply 
becau~c you are English '? It would not pay, and the 
Amencans look to that point I aR~ure you. But the pos­
~ession of ~itka by the Americaus tend~ to your advantage 
m anothet' way hitherto not seen, in conncxion with the 
Japan trad0 recently opened with San Pranci:;co. You all 
know how that trade ha,; increased during· the first year, 
beyond the expectation of those who inaugurated it. Now, 
it is a fact, that the route from ~an Francisco to Japan, by 
going through the AlcutiaJ1 hies, on the we:.,t co.tst of Sitka, 
ca1~ be shorteneu el''vcn hwuln~rl and sixty miles, i11C'tearl of 
gomg by the :'andwieh lsle;;:, as they do now. There is 
nothing fo1· the larg·c :;teamer·s run nit;.!:,' on this line to go to 
Honolulu for, except to keep up an estahlil'lhed communica­
tion aud conuexiou; it cannot pos~ibly pay, financially; and, 
therefore, when ~itka becomes of more importance, by heiilg 
filled by American p~ople, and hy extending American in­
tcre:;t.s, 1 do not see how the Japan line can avoid taking 
the other route; when, in the first place, they tl ;Ve thereby 
such an iuttt!ense tli~tance, and by eoaliug here, in the O!!Xt 
place, ~ave ;;uch au immcn,;e t·xpeu~e. ~nclt are the llatural 
advantages "f thi,; place, in a commercial li~·ht, that I cnn~ 
not understand anY "rn:!.T'3S:'i ~>It the Pacific cna,;i and Y ic­
toria not sha,·ing iu ·it l~tru:cl.r: and the proof of this is, that 
to-day, she [ .. doin'! morP, <lltd IJO!dittp; ller own better, than 
any portion of the coaRt from Wm·hington Territory to ~an 
Franci"co, except Portland, and she 1,; no great tlting to 
boast about. 

But the most impnrtnnt feature of thi~ country in relation 
to its future progre~~. i" its tEPog:raphical position. ~\'ithout 
mines without anr extent of agricultural laud,:, th1s alone 
woulcl make it prosperous iri course of time. If .the. English 
nation desires to maintain its fontiug and extew\1t,; Influence 
on the Pacific, it must foster and eucourage BritiRh Colum­
bia. Au auandonrneut of this territory, i,; an auandonmcnt 
of the entire Pacilie, for there is not J.ow another spot on it 
where we can rrct a foothold. The more tbi,; truth is im­
pressed upon the"'~nglish pcopl.c. in order to inuuce theit· 
assistance in variou:> wars rec1utrcd at prc,;ent, the Letter for 
them anrl for you~sel n;s, for . a greatc~·, Colonia_! .calam~ty 
could not be expenenr:ed than 1t,; lo,;o;. I hat po:::1t10n gams 
additional importance from the couliguration of the country 
inland, in connexion with a waggon-road to Ca1.ada. .My 
own impression is, that no puwer on earth C3.11 prevent 
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eventual Confederation with the Dominion: a nil, furthermore, 
that the idea, so .far as the transmis::ion of B_riti>'h inte_rests 
and influences are concerned it is the g:reatest tdea en unmated 
for a century. I have ah·eady told you, in my correspondence 
with the Co.lonist. how the config-uration of the upper coun,:­
try points naturally to this result, for I really believe It 
would not cost more to take a railroad to-day from Yale 
throug;h the Horse-Fly country to the Rocky Mountains 
than it has already cost to build one from Sacmmen~o to the 
Summit of the ~ierra Mountains, though only somethmg over 
200 miles. Thus, $30,000,000, I believe, of the original 
stock is {)"one. I do not think the most salient points in 

b • h favor of Confederation have been presented to you, nmt er 
do I think it has been discussed entirely free from personal 
prejudices and old political proclivities. Now, it seems to 
me, any measure having for its ol(ject ostensibly theyer­
petuity of Englanrl's greatness, by insuring the prospenty of 
her Colonies, should receive the respectful attention of every 
British subject. Now, Confederation cannot be understood 
without discussing the encroachments made on our Asiatic 
interest8 by the aggressive spirit ot the Americans since 
their e~tablishment upon this coast; nor do I refer to that 
spirit, because I fear it, but to induco the English, if possi· 
ble, to imitate it. In fifteen years, they have done more in 
overcoming the national prejudices of the Japanese by the 
potent influence of commerce, than we have done from the 
Q.ther side in fifty years by the means of treaties and Ralt­
petre; and to-day, from their proximity to Japan, uy their 
establishment at San Francisco and with their Overland 
Railroad, they contest with u:-; in no mean manner the supre­
macy of dominion on the Pacific, and threaten seriously to 
wrest from our grn.,p a large portion of the rich trade of 
the Orient ; for you may be assured, if thay once firmly get 
a foothold in Japan, they will advance further. How thea 
can they be checked? I am;wer, by immediate Confedera· 
tion with Canada. The real lover of his country, and the 
real statesman, will not view this question simply by the im· 
medi.ate good Confederation would do this Colony, although 
that IS a view you cannot and ought not to overlook; he 
must view it to understand it properly as an English as well 
as a Colonial question. It is by these great re::mlts the wel­
fare of this couutry will be best subserved. We can only 
check the American encroachment upon our Eastern trade by 
imitating their example on the Pacific, and we can only do 
that throu[!:h this Colony. Force this view upon the English 
and they will see at on~;e what they ought to have seen long 
ago -that this Colony, next to A u~tra lia, is the most im­
portant possession Rngland ha:-;. This, it may be said, is 
si:uply rait>ing a luture is:;ne, that may or may not come to 
pass, while we want imnH~diate relieL What more pray do 
the opponent:;: of Confederati(Jn offer by asking y~u to ~ait 
than a future issue, without· investing the claims of the 
Colony with new intere~t? 1 know very well the Colony 
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can redeem itself without, out it will do it, in my opinion, 
more thoroughly and more permanently with Confederation. 

I do not regard this consolidation o'f power as an untried 
exper!ment. To a certain extent it hns proved Euccessful in 
Am~nca! bn~ that success was ne\·er so co!1spicuous as when 
Cahforma 

7 
'Connecte_d h~t· boundaries with the two great 

oceans. \\hat Cahforma has done for America Canada 
will do for British Columbia. I have no doubt in ~y mind 
that the g-reat mineral formation of the Pacifie Coast crosses 
t 1:e Rocky Mountains within out· possessions and goes 
through to Canada. I know it goes to the Mountains, and 
we lHne s~rong evidet;ee of its existing on the other siue by 
recent reliable gold developments in the Saskatchewan ter· 
l'i tory. C~nncct the two .great oceans once more through 
ont· possessions, and there IS no other portion of the globe 
equal to that tenitory for wealth of every kind. T~at ter­
ritory, however, can only be bt·ought under the industry of 
man immediately to any extent by Confederation ; and. 
thet·eforc, it seems to me, taking consolidation of power us 
a fact, that the irr.mediate anll permanent welfare of British 
Columbia and Confederation arc synonymoue. There iR 
another consideration in favor of this grand idea of Con· 
federation which the people here do not sufficiently regard, 
if they are not al:ogether ignorant of it. The American>; 
haxc determined to have a Northern Railroad, to come from 
Lake Superior through Montana and Idaho, to Puget Sound. 
Alrcad_,. the Government have granted 47,000,000 of acres, 
and ordet·ed a bill for it" construction to be brought at onco 
into Congre:5s. They know very well the value of the 
territory through which this will pass-that it is incom· 
purauly euperior to the barren territor~· of the California 
line. What the Americans know, we ought to know; what 
the Americans do to enn'ch their nation by an expansion, but 
at the same time a union of power, we certainly ought to do. 
'Ve are equal to them in intelligeuce; superior to them in 
wealth ; but we want their quick conception of great ideas, 
their harniony of action in carrying these ideas out. I 11 my 
opinion, this Northern Railroad through American territory, 
not more distant often from our own line than 150 miles, 
will of itself force Confederation upon you, independent of 
all ot!Jcr issues. However, with or without Confederation, 
of the future prosperity of this country I . hav~ no dou~t ; 
and after looking into her great and vartcd mtercsts w1th 
me, I hope we now agree, low even us sh~ stand.s among the 
nations of the earth, that next to Austraha she 1s to-day the 
most important poRsessioll of Great Britain, and in conncxion 
with the transmission of her future power and future great· 
ness she is priceless iu proportion as she commands the 
Great Pacific. 

PosTSCRIPT.-! have to apologize for_ the reduction made 
in the Second Lecture, which became necesiary in conile· 
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quence of slightly enlarging the first. Both were originally 
delivered extemporaueou,ly without a single note, but I 
have endeavored to keep up the resemJ_,lancc as far as 
memory would possibly permit. 

I ~!so think it right to acknowledge the especial attention 
to me at all times of Captain Swanson of the Enterprise ; 
Captain Finch, of tho Anderson; Ca1 ta:n Irdng-, of the 
Onward; Captain Fleming, of the Lillooet, and ~fr BarunrcJ. 
of the Cariboo Stage Co. 
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