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PRIZE=-BOOK

GOOD CHILDREN.
S —

I‘OVE your father and mother. They love
you very dearly; and they have taken care of
you ever {ince you were born. They loved you,
and took care of you, even when you were poor
little help'efs babies, that could not talk, nor walk
about, nor do fcarcely any thing but cry, and
give a great deal of trouble.

Who is fo kind to you as your parents are?
Who takes so much pains to instruct you ¥ Who
taught you almost every thing you know ¢ 'Who
provides food for you, and clothes, and warm
beds to sleep on at rights ¢ Who is so glad when
you are pleased, and so sorry when you are troub-
led 2 When youare sick, and in pain, who pities
you, and teaderly waits upon you, and nurses
you ¢ Who prays to God to give you healsh,
and strength, and every good thing ?

Obey your parents. They know better what
is proper for you, than you do; and they wish
you to be good, and wise, and happy.
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& ‘Dories oF CHILDREN,

if your parents are sick, or in’ troable, do ail
you can to comfort them. If they are poor,
work very bard, that you may be able to assist
them. Remember how much they have done,
and suffered for you.

Section 2.

Love your brothers and sisters. Do not tease
‘nor vex them, nor call them names 3 and never
let your listle hands be raised to strike them, 1If
they have any thing which you would like to
have, do not be angry with them, or wantto get
it from them, If you have any thing they like,
share it with them.

Your parents grieve when they see you quar-
rel 5 they love you oll with dear love ; and they
wish you to love one another, and to live in peace
and harmony,

Peoyie will not speak, or think, well of you, if
you do not behave kindly to your parents, and
to your brothers and sisters. ¢ Whom,” say
they, ¢ will percons love, or be kind to, ifthey
do not love their own father and mother who
have done s0 much for them ; and their own
brothers and sisters who have the same parents,
and the same hoime as they have, and who are
bronght up with them ?

Section 8.

Do vot meddle with what does not belong to
you 5 nor ever take other people’s things, with-
aut leave.
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Children, never allow yourselves to pluck a
flower, or any fruit, that grows in your parents’
or other people’s grrdens, unless you are told
that you may do so ; mever, without leave, take
2 pin, or 2 needle; or a bit of thread, from your
€ompanions : never, €ven if your parents are very.
poor, and have nothing to make 3 fire with, steal
wood from your neighbours’ edges, or branches
from their trees. Tf you steal listle things, yo:
will soon learn to steal greas things.

Wheunever you are tempted to steal, do mot-
say, as some silly, maughty people do: « These
are Imt very little things, nobody will miss them
nobody sees me 3 and I dare say, I shall never be-
found out.” Bur say : ¢« No, I will mot steal =
though no man sees me, yet God sees me 3 and
if once Ibegin, [ dhall go on stealing. I‘T.'nen
every body that knows me, will find me ot ; and
I shall be ponishied, and despised, and called 2.
thief ; and people will be afraid 1o truse me with

any thing that belongsto them. Al this, I am
sure, will make me very miserable : and oh what
is still worse, God will be dtsp\TeaMd wmh nie 3.
for one of his great commandments is, Thowu‘-
shalt mot steal.®

Section 4.
Never tell an untruth. - When you are relating
_any thing that you have seen, or bedrd, endea--

vour to tell it exactly as it was. Do ot alter, or.
invent, any part, to make, a: you may think, .
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prettier story : if {you have forgotten any part,
say that you have forgotten it. Persons who love
the truth, never tell a lie, even in jest.

Consider well before you make a promise. If
you say you will doa thing, and you do it not,
vou will tell a lie : and who then will trust, or
believe you ? No persons are trusted, or believed,
but thofe who keep their promifes, and who fpeak
the truth.

When you have done a wrong, or careless
action, do not deny it, even if you are afraid you
will be punithed forit. If you are forry for what
you have done, and endeavour to do so no more,
people will very seldom be angry with you, or
punish you. 'They will love vou for speaking
the trath ; they will think that they may always
believe what you say, since they find you will
not teil a lie, even to hide a fault, and to prevent
yourselves from being punished.

It is very foolish to tell ias 5 for, soon or late,
they are found out; and it is very mean, and
wicked  God himself has satd that we must not
lie that he abhors liars, and that he will punifh
them.

Section 5.

Do not speak rudely to any body, or quarrel
with any body,

‘Who likes quarrelfome, ill humoured people,
or likes to-be with them, or takes pains to oblige
them? They do notlook pleafant ard cheerful,
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They are not at all happy. They feel quite un-
comfortable. They know they do wrong; and
they know.that the perfons who live with them,
do not love-them, nor wirh to oblige them, u:
they do thofe who are kind, and civil, and good
humoured.

‘W hen you are difappointed of any thing you
wifhed for, do not teale people about it, nor fret,
nor cry, uor look fullen. Try to think no more
of it ; and amufe, or pleafe, or employ your-
felves, with something else. No perfoas can have
every thing they desire.

Section 6.
‘When you see very old people, or people whe
are very ugly, and deformed, do not stare at
them, or laugh at them, or mock them.

Though you are now fo young and healthy,
you may be very sick, and becomne thin, and pale,
and weak, and look very ugly; or you may
have a fall, and break your leg or back, and be
lame and deformed.

If you live to be old, your hair will become
gray, or fall off ; you will loofe your teeth ; your
faces will be covered with wrinkles; you will be
very weak, almoft like little children ; and, per.
haps, you will be deaf, and blind, and lame.

Would you then like that naughty boys and
girls should laugh at you, and play you tricks?
No; I am sure you would like that every bodg
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honld piry you, and be kiad to you, and try to
help yeu
' Section 7.

Never amufe yourfelves with giving pain to
2ny body, not even to dumb creatures.

A great many animals are killed, becanfe we
want their fi:fb for food ; and a great many are
killed, becanfe, if we were to let them live, chey
would do oz harm: but [ can fee no reafon
tht little boys or girls thould kill fies, or puil off
their wings, or legs 5 or cutch Dbutterflies, and
crefh them to death 5 or fieal youpg birds from
their foft, warm, comfortable mefls ; or whip,
and beat, horfes and affes, till their fides bleed,
and are very {ore ; or do any cruel actions.

The bexfis kill ane another : wolves kill fheep 5
kites, hawks, and eagles, kill little birds 3 and
reshe Drds kull worms and flies : but wolves kilf
L+ 5 kites, hawks, and eag es, kill little birds;
#ad il birds kill fiies and worms™ for food,
and not for fpart, as come manghty children kill,
¢T torture ipsects, birds, and beafds. O, 1t s
very cruel sport indeed !

. Section 8.

Do aot walle any thing. If you have more
<!mhes and foc? tham yom want, do mot fpoil
them, or throw them away : but give them, or
%% rory parents to give them, to poor little boys
and grls, who have vo clothes scarcely to put om,
zo ment for dinmer, and perhaps no bread and
roirk for breakfist amd fopper.
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When any body is it} i the houfe where you
live, be very quiet, left you fhould difturb them.
Do every thing you can to make them well again,

‘When you are il yourfclves, try to be patient :
do not cry, nor be il humoured to the perfons
wito are fo kind as to wait upon you.

Take what is given to you to make you better,
without 3 crofs word, or look. Medicines are not
pleafant to tafte; bu-tt they are meant to do yoa
good.

Section 9-

Do not be unc'eanly, or untidy, whether you
are well, or ill. Keep your hands, and faces, and
hair, and every part of your body, quite clean s
and your clothes neat, and in good order. It is

very unpleafant te look at ﬁlﬂmy people, or to be
near them.

Children who are kept cleanly and tidy, gene-
rally grow much fironger and healthier, and more
cheesful and good hemoured, than thofe who are
feldom ceaned, and who wear very filthy, ragged
clothes.

Section 10.

If thre clothes, and the food, that are given you,
are proper for you, do not find fault with them 3
but be thankful for them, though they are ot
what you like as well as fome other thimgs.

Po not eat more than s necefiry. Perfons
who eat too much are called gluttens,  Tley are
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ftupid, and heavy, and idle ; and, very often, they
have a fad pain in their head, and ftomach.

Take care of every thing that belongs to you.
If you have drawers of your own, keep them in
good order. Perfons who always put their things
in the proper places, very feldom lofe any thing :
when they want a thing, they know where to
find it; and they need mnot wafte their time in
looking for it.

Section 11.

Do not, if you can help it, keep company with
children who lie, or fteal, or quarrel, or ufe bad
words, left they fhould teach you to do as they
do ; and that people who fee you with them,
thould think, and fay, that you too are naughty.

If the people whom you mulft live with, behave
ill, take great care not to learn their bad ways.
If they {ee that you are very good indeed, per-
haps they will learn to be like you  Good people
fhould not learn to be like bad people; but bad
people fhould learn to be like good people.

Section 12,

Do not be curious to know what people do not
wifh you to know. Do not look at their letters,
or what they are writing, unlcfs they give you
leave ; perhaps there is fomething in their letters,
or what they are writing, which they do not wifk
you to fee.

Do not lifien at doors, or in any places where
people who are talking, do not fee you, or know
that you are attending to what they fay.
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Section 13.

Do as you are bid by those who teach you.
Take pains to improve in reading, writing, and
whatever elfe your parents are fo kind as toteach
you, or wifh you to learn.

Do not think you know better than your pa-
rents, and your teachers. They have lived a
great deal longer than you have ; they have read,
and feen, and heard, a great many things which
you know nothing of. You have lived longer
than little infants, and you know more; bnt
great boys and girls know more than you doj;
and mnen and women know more than great boys
and giris do.

Do not read any books but thofe which your
parents, or teachers, give you leave to read. Some
books are not proper for you to read: they are
like bad companions ; they teach bad things. It
is be:ter not to read at all, than to read bad books.

Section 14.

Our parents are very good to us; but God is
better than our parents, and he has done more
for us. He gave us our parents, and every thing
we have. He is not a man; he is wifer, and
better, than any man ever was, or ever can be,

He made the fun, moon, and ftars; the earth,
and the sky ; water, trees, and flowers ; birds and
beafts, fifbes and infects ; and men, women, and
children.

He has made us more excellent than the beafls ;
for he has given usa foul. Itis our {oul that



12 ‘Buries or CerLprrw,

knows God, znd that hie 's good, and wife, and
powesful. 'The bealts do not know God, nor the
things which he has made s if ‘we weére to tell
them, they would ot underftand us. Our fouls
Jearn and know & great many things, which the
beafts capnot learn. Gur bodies will die like the
beafts. When we are laid in the grave, worms
witl devour our ffefly, and our bones will erumble
into duft. But our fouls are iminortal 5 they will
never die. '

God ordere every thvna.  He keeps us alive s
and he makes us die when he pleafes. There 15
nothing whick he canmot do.  He fees us where-
ever we are, by night as well as by duy; and he
knows all that we do, and fay, and think. There
is nothing which he does not know.

Section 15.

We muft Tove God. Good people love Lim
more than they love anv thing, or any perfon im
the world. ‘They rever rife in the morming, or
Jie dows at night, without thinking of him, and of
the good he has done them. Often in the day
they think of hum; and they love to talk, and
hear, and read aboat him.

We muft pray to God ; that is, we muft tell
hinr that we know he is very good, and worthy
te be loved ;5 that we hope he will forgive ws
when we do wrong, put good thoughts into our
miids, and felp ws to be better and better 3 and
that ke will blets ws, and owr parents, and all oor
kind friends, and give us every good chimg vhay
is proper for as.
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We muft do to all perfons what God regnires
us to do. It 1s his will that we fhould not be un-
kind, even to people who are unkind to us; and
that we fhould do to all perfons as we wifh they
would do to ve.

The things that God requires of us will make
us good and happy. If we do them not, he will be
difpleafed with us, and punith us. He can pu~
nifh us in whatever way he pleafes. He can
take away all our friends, and every thing that
he bas given ws; and, after death, he can
make us very miferable for ever. But if we try
to be good. and to do 25 he would have usto
do, he will help us to be good 5 he wiil blefs us 3
he will make us feel happy in our minds: and.
when we die, that is, when our fouls leave our
bodies, he will take us into heaven ; where we
fhall be with him, and know, and love, and praife
him better than any body in this world can know
and love, and praife him. Then we {hall never
grieve any more ; we fhall never do wrong any
more ; we fhall be wifer, and happier, than any
body who lives here, can be, or can imagine.

Section 16.

We muft love to read the Bible. It is the
moft excellent and beautiful of all books. God
Hmfelf commanded good men to write it. There,
we vead of all the great and good things God has
done for us, and for all peopie ; how juft, and
wife, and powerful he is ; and what we muft do
to ferve and pleafe him. There, we read of good
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men who loved God, and whom he loved and
bleffed ; of Abraham, Ifaac, and Jacob, of Jo»
feph, Mofes, Samuel, and David.

There too, we read of Chrift, who was se good,
and who has done fo much for us. He never
did harm to any body ; he never did any thing
that was wrong. He was gentle and patient
when he was troubled, and when he wasill ufed ;
he waskind to all perfons, even to thofe who
were unkind to himj; and when wicked men
were juft going to kill him, he prayed to God to
forgive them.

‘When we have read, or heard, about Chrift
and who he was, and what great things he has
done for us, we muft love him, and be thankful
to him, and try to be like him.

Children, make hafte to learn to read, and to
underftand the meaning of what you read 3 love
to learn your dury, and to do it; then you will
be able to read the Bibe, and you will love to
read it. —There are many things in it which you
can underftand now, though you are so young.
When you are older and wfer, you will un ler-
stand it better; and if you are good, you will
delight in it more and more.---The whoie of rhe
Bible is important, and ought to be read with
much attention, but the Decalogne or Ten Com-
mands ought to be committed to memory by e-
very Child, With that view they are added to
this Book,



The Decalogue,

OR

TEN COMMANDS.

1. Thou fhalt have none other Gods but me.

II. Thou fhalt not make to thyfelf any graven
image, nor the likenefs of any thing that is in
heaven above, or in the earth beneath, or in the
water under the earth, Thou fhalt not bow
down to them, nor worthip them : For I the
Lord thy God am a jealous God, and visit the
sins of the fathers upon the children unto the
third and fourth generation of them that hate
me, and fhew mercy unto thoufands in them that
love me, and keep my commandments.

qII. Thou fhalt not take the name of the Lord
thy God in vain; for the Lord will not hold him
guiltlefs that taketh his name in vain.

IV. Remember that thou keep holy the Sab-
bath day. Six days fhalt thou labour, and doall
that thou hast to do ; but the feventh day is the
Sabbath of the l.ord thy God. In it thou fhailt
do no manner of work, thoun and thy fon, and thy
daughter, thy man-fervant, 2nd thy maid fervant,
thy cattle and the ftanger that is within thy gates,
For in fix days tie Lord made heaven and earth,
the fea, and all that in them is, and refted the
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feventh day; wherefore the Lord bleffed the
feventh day, and hallowed it.

V. Honour thy father and thy mother, that
thy days may be long in the land which the
Lord thy God giverh thee.

V1. Thou fhait do ne murder.
VIi. Thou fhalt not commit adultery.
VIII. Thou fh1li not fieal.

IX. Thon fhalt not bear falfe witnefs againft
thy neighbour.

X. Thon fhalt not covet thy neighbour’s houfe,
thou fhalt not covet thy neighour’s wife, nor his
fervant, nor his maid, nor his ox, nor his ass,
nor any thing that is his.

The fum of the Ten Commands is to love the
Ford thy God with all thy heart, and thy
Neighbour as thyfelf.
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