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A 

PRIZE-BOOK 
FtlR 

GOOD CHILDREN . 
• 

I.JOVE your father and mother. Th~J rove 
you very dearly; and they have taken carl;: of 
you ever {ince you were born. They lov.ed you, 
and took; care of you, even when you were poor 
little help~eh babies, (hat could not talk, nor walk 
about~ nor do fcar«,:e1)! any thlng. but cry, and 
give a great deal of trouble. 

Who is fo kind to you a~ your p:treng are? 
Who takes so mudI pains to ins~ruct you? Who 
taught YOll almost evt'ry. thing yo.u know? Who 
provides food for yull, and clothes, and warm 
beds to. sleep O!~ at p,ghts l Who is so glad when 
YOll are pl(!a~ed. and so ~orry when you are troub­
Jed? When you are sick, and in pain, who pities 
you. and tenderly waits upon you, and nurses 
you? Who prny<; to God to give you health, 
anJ strength, ai,d every goocl thing r 

Obt'] your parents. They know better what 
is proper for you, than you do; and they WIS}) 

you to be good, and wise, and happy. 
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If yoUt p;1l'eDts are sick, or iit' trouble, ao all 
you c'!n to comfort them. If they are poor, 
work ~ery bard, dut you may be able to aIl5ist 
them. Remember how much they h.we- done, 
and ~lJffered for you. 

Section 2. 

Lowe YOIil1 brothers and sisters. Do not tease 
'nor vex them, n.or call them wmes; and never 
let your little Mn.4 be raised to strike them. If 
they have any thing which you would like to 
mve, do not be angry with them, or wantfu get 
it from them. Jf you have any thing they iike, 
,bare it with theln. 

Your parelit~ grieve when they see you quar­
rel; th~y ilJv~ you :llt with dear love; and they 
wish y<HI t.o love one anQ!her, and to live in peace 
;and harmony. 

r ';:,0/,(; will not speak, or think, well of you, if 
YOIl ao not behnc kindly to your parents, and 
to your br,others and sisters, "Whom," say 
they, " will per~()nj love, OJ" be kind to, if they 
do H(;t love their own father and mother who 
have don<: ~.O mueh for them; and their own 
'broth~rs anJ 5isters 'whoha\'c the same parents, 
and the same home ;35 they have, and who are 
brought up with thel:l ? 

Section Z. 
Do not meddle with what does not belong to 

you; nor eller take other peot)\e's thinlY" with­
~,u11eaYe. 



Ch"rdren, n~vel'" aUow YO'!Jl'!etves t.:) pluck a 
:flower ~ OT" arty ftltit, tI'la:t grow!> in 10(lll" p:;urm,"s' 
0"" otherpeovTe's ~'r&eti5', Ullll~!Ii 10tl :ovr-e told 
that you may cit) :>0" ne'VtT, withol.lilt ~eave, tt~k~ 
3l pin. or;,t needllf, 6>';' a brtt of d.rea:d!~ trom yOUr" 

companions: never,. even if ym:tr p<rJ"mts a.e ve"y 
pam, and have notthing.to make':al fire with, ste'aB 
wood £i'om your neighbours! hecPge'3'" 01" ~rl!che'!> 
firom thrir 're~. It you !te'a:1 tittle ttM,Jil)~" y()!Je 

win ;oon team to steaJl great thiing-r. 

Whenever ruu a:re tempted to 5te:aJf, do not· 
S'a1, al& ~ome' ~iny, naug&ty reo'll,le do = U Th~e 
'Zre r'1>lln ~ery lirtl,e' things., n:obo-d!y wIH mE~'~ ahem: 
no,oody Se'C'S' me 1 and I dare.' S'ay" I ~han never ~. 
fo'o:n:d oot.... Dut 'ay: "No>, I wiU m:att ste:a:D : 
though no malrt sec'S'me', yet Goo se'f'!l' l"!le';' 2lnd 
if (lUCe' I be'g:i~", I ghalU gO' an ~te"<tli:"g, 'I1'lit"n 
eve'rry froxJy chat li:nf)W"!l' me', wtID ~rtd rm~ ~"ft ;; am! 
I s.fla.Hbe ptmf!Jhed,. and! de-spf~€'G~. OIln~l caiYed a, 
u href; ;;))I1Id! people' wi] r be- <l1fi-:ticl! 1[0 trtll3-Y me' w\'th 
~ny 'hing. that bdEmgs; ltO' trf'iem. Atli tM~, I :nffl 

lffl'Te'" wi.tr make mE!' very misera\&te: zrrdi db,. whait 
ig; sum wo'rse'. Godl win be dispTe<II'l-ed wrtth. me;. 
fCYr' ~H!' of hi~ great (nmm,;tndmellJltt!} h, n Thou' 
s.b;»tt not s~eal. ~ 

Secbon 4·. 

Ne-verteH a:n l'I'ntJ"mYIi,"'-Whm yoo 2l'"e' reT~trng 
;llny thiing. th<liu you have !e'en~ €ff hd"d1~ rndle:;D-­

-vo'O:I." to' retE if elli~'l!ly'aS: it VIalS·, D()) !.1,()f a:1;teT, ())t, 

invent, am" p;irt, U(lI m:;o,ke, a~ YO)IW FSll<lJy nl'U!1J1l1o, :0. ( 
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DUTlI!S OF CHILDREN. 

prettier story: if you ha,re forgotten any part, 
say that you have forgotten it. Persons who lo\,e 
the truth, ne .. er tell a lie, eveR in jest. 

Consider well before you make a promise. If 
yotl say YOll will do a thing, and YOIl do it not, 
VOll will tell a lie: and who then will trllst, or 
believe VOll ? No persons are trusted, or believed, 
but thofe who keep their promifes, and who fpeak 
the truth. 

When you have done a wrong, or careless 
action, do not deny it, t.'ven if you are afraid yeu 
will be puni'{hed for it. If YOIl are forry for what 
you have done, and endeavour to do so no more, 
people will ,'ery seldom be angry with YOIl, or 
ptln'~h YOll. . rhey will love you for speaking 
the trnth; rhry \"jll think that they may alway~ 
belie\e what you say, since they find you will 
not tell a I it?, even to hide a flU It, and to prevent 
your<, .. lves from being punished. 

It is v-ery foolish to tell li~s ; for, soon or late, 
they are fOllna Ollt; and it is very meafl, and 
wicked God himself has said that we must not 
lie that' he abhors liars, and that he will punilh 
them. 

Sfction 5. 

Do not speak rudely to any body, or quarrel 
with any body. 

'Vho likes qU;Jrrelfome, ill humoured people, 
or Ijke~ t7-be with them, or takes P'lins to objige 
them? Thf:'y do not look pleafunt ;iT'd cheerful. 



DUTIES 0 II CHILDREN. 

They are not at all happy. They feel quite un­
comfortable. They know they do wrong; and 
they know that the perfons who live with them, 
do not lovHhem, nor wi, h to oblige them, "0 

they do thofe who are kind, and civil. and good 
humoured. 

When you are difappointed of any thing you 
wifhed for, do not teafe people about it, nor fret, 
nor cry, nor look fullen. Try to think no more 
of it ; and amufe, or pleafe, or employ your­
felves, with something else. No perfons can have 
every thing they de~ire. 

Section 6. 
When you see very old people, or people whl) 

are very ugly, and deformed, do not stare at 
them, or laugh at them, or mock them. 

Though you are now fo young and healthy, 
you may be very sick, and become thin, and pale, 
and weak, and look very ugly; or you may 
have a fall, and break your leg or back, and be 
lame and deformed. 

If you live to be old, your hair will become 
gray, or fall off; you willioofe your teeth; your 
faces will be covered with wrinkles; you will be 
very weak, almoft like liule children; and, per­
haps, you will be deaf, and blind, and lame. 

Would you then like that naughty boys and 
g:rls should laugh at you, and play you tricks ~ 
No; I ~m sure you would like that eVErY bod, 

A " 
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Never amok yQUri"e111'5 wrth giving p:ain to 
:my body, not even to dumb crea~n!S. 

.,. ~t many:mimab Me kiDred, beotl!fe we 
want their fi~ fu fur food ; and! on greatt: IDoIIltty are 
Jcil~, became, if we were to ret tbern Ewe" they 
\'fooM do liS harm: bnt: r (aD fee no reafon 
tThIl:: littl'e 00ys or girEs lliO'ulJ kDn jffiEe~ o. puH off' 
their w'ntgs:, O'r ~egs;; Oli" C,ttrdl oot1tuffi~ amI 
rr«,lli thc-ID Ito Irl:eath; OL" ite3!h yooDg brrcb fr'om 
i!herr f€lh, w;Um, cornforta\:)le Jildh; or whnJ?,. 
6lJndi beatJ hodes ami z£fte'Sf/ riiI:n their 61d!es: bI~d" 
.. 00 are v'e17 ewe; or, dlIl> ;m r O1lr.eU arooDS. 

The be-J,fits; kiiRI one <IDO'tTI:eJi : wollves nln fbeep ; 
~tres.,. h::.wb" ::tnd ng;\'c.. kinn Uiittde birds; ;md 
l~~~I~ (}:"Jls, ];ann wOJrm:i> ;rnd :fties: but w(llve!< ]riEl 
JL,,? ;. kt::-es;, h01!wks. and ~g'es" It:iilF.li1t1tte birds; 
#\00 ritl]'~ bkrds; kllm fliies:md WOJmIS" fm" food, 
ad not £~r (part, ~ rome !Da'1II!g:h1ly chi1&r-en k.~]Ji" 
H ltm'ttme ii~ biinIls:,. mid bea;fts;.. 0" it is 
V'ery (]nmeli ~~ inrdlee@ ! 

&!ctpn$. 
Do 110lfwzJli:e 'my, tI'litllg. If you Jh.;rve mCln' 

':>~!;f$ Z::lJ iOlCj !than Y'0lJII WW1t~ do not fpoili 
li:i~{,J!3. ~r dU(jw Ithf!'llllll a'l1!tF:1: ltm1t gi£e' them,. 07' 

:; .:.,. r~'ic'- p!"rents l1iJl giiTe them,. Uo ~ ~m~e bvlJS 
~d i r1§:» whC!! Wlv.e l1J:a dOl1be.:';. ~can::(fr'l t<il' pm 00" 

i;,') rn ~1t &lIr: dim>Jnu, :l'l'Ild ptth.'oup n~ brea:d :m«lI 
'~k fw. bre.d;f_ amli J~. 



When any body is ill iu the haufe where' yoa 
Jive. be "Very quiet, I'di: roo lliO[J\,d difturh uhem. 
Do eve.,. thing you on to m2lU them wen avin. 

When yoo :;t];"e in yomfdves, try tto be patient: 
do not cry~ nor be ~EI hUIDO'U):"ed ItO the perf 00$> 

who ;u-e fo kind. as- to wait upon you. 

Take what IS gjvC'n to yon to make Y01t Orttrei, 
without :i cro£;' 'Word:, ()r h)'(}k. Me'diilcilllt!'S' ue'nDt 
p]eaf"!1lt to tafie; blI1t Idter aure IDem" tq ,jo yoo 
goad.' I 

Secticm g. 

Do nat be UIl!ee'<llnry~ ()l)'" urtcidy~ wI'Ee'tner yau 
:lire weU~ orr iiil Keep yOm" haJn~. and! faces-, and! 
hajj1""~ ;rndl ev'ery' p;1irt of yOUT" Do'dr, qgrittc' de«:n 1 
and! YOrliJltr dotnes. ne-a:1t,. , .m:d: jln good! ~n;lIeT". It is. 
very rmplc2ia:nlt to Io'ok ;;ut f]1ltby people, ellr to> be 
Jrne<W them. 

Chiitdlren who ;!11"e' kept d~tI'ty :;m& ttidly" gene­
n~J:y gJrow lINIf]cn ftrOlnge'); .mdl lhieaEttbier r <lInd! mOTe 
cl\ne'eliflWb alLl& g:cw~ ]h;elil;lQ'l!lred:~ ItllilOllIJl rhofe ,who an 
feh&Olm dlealnedl,,;mId[ who we'a:t'" very ril\thy. n&g,e'd! 
cbilie-s. 

Section W. 

If nne d«lltthMy a>1'Jlcll on,. (coo,.. t1'r.:l't ;;rre bUV'€trr yot!, 
alL"'a! pr'lQ'Jr-1l" fQ\J:" yO'1'Jl~ d!1!)' 'OO!tt :fltfllllll (:unlit with UIl1Ie'ffi\ ; 

bro1t bit ttI'tOl'j:J',H®! CO-'IJ" trhem, thOll!l;gh uhey :a:re- ne:rt 
wha'1t J0:U ~iike :;us; v~H <lIS DO'Jil!Ie: €llcl1.elr ttli:llnrrp 

DID> !!lot emt 1Jll1tIl'1'"1e thalO1 il~ n.a<::e1.rllry. P!;'nQIJ:$ 
'lWtJl~ te~1t ft@O) mml!Jldll ne a.fUi'«l! ~~tttlm'nJ$,. 11.'le:y~ 
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Ilupid, and heavy, and idle; and, very often, they 
have a fad pain in their head, and ftomach. 

Take care of every thing that belongs I!o you. 
If you have drawers of your own, keep them in 
good order. Perfons who always put their things 
in the proper places, very feldom lofe any thing: 
when they want a thing, they know where to 
find it; and they need f10t wafte their time in 
looking for it. 

Section II. 

Do not, if you can help it, keep company with 
children who lie, or fieal, or quarrel, or ufe bad 
words, left thq fhou\d teach you to do as they 
do ; and that people who f~e you with them, 
fuould think, and fJY, thlt you too are naughty. 

If the people whom you muft live with, behave 
ill, take great taloe not to learn their bad ways. 
lf they fee that you are very good indeed, per­
haps they will learn to be like you Good people 
fhould not learn to be like bad people; but bad 
people fhould learn to be like good people. 

Section 12. 

Do not be curious to know what people do not 
willi you to know. Do not look at their letters, 
or what they are writing, unlds they give you 
leave; perh .• ps there i~ fomething in their letters, 
or what they are writing, which they do not wifr. 
you to fee. 

Do not liflen :It doors, or in ally places where 
people who are talking, do not fee you, or know 
that you 2re attending to what they fay. 



DUTl£S OF CHILDRE.N. 

Section 13. 

Do as yr-u are bid bv tho'ie who teach you. 
Take pains to improve in reading, writing, and 
whatever elfe your parents are fo kind as to-teach 
you, or with you to learn. 

Do not think you know better than your pa­
rents, and yO~lr teachers. They have lived a 
great deal longer than you have; they have read, 
and feen, and hean.i, a great many things which 
you know nothing of. You have lived longer 
than little infants, and you know more; but 
great boys and girls know more than you do; 
and men and women know more than great boys 
and g;rls do. 

00 not read any books but thore which your 
parents, or teachers, give you leave to read. Some 
books are not proper for you t!"l read: they are 
like bad companions; they teach bad thin~s. It 
is be, ter not to read at all, than to read bad books. 

Section 14. 

a'ir p:lrents are very good to us; but God is 
better than our parents, anrl he ha~ done more 
for llS. He gave us Olll' parents, and every thing 
we have. He is not a man i he is wifer, and 
bptter, than any man ever was, or ever can be. 

He made the fun, moun, and fiars; the earth, 
and the ~ky ; water, trees, and flowers; birds and 
bealls, fillies and infects; and mt'n, women, and 
children. 

He has made us more excellent than the beans; 
for he has given us a IOul. It is Ollr foul that 
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knowS' God~ z·"ct that he =s good, and wife, and 
powufu£. The ol?al1:s do not know God, nor'. tbe 
tmngs which he hOM mad(";. if ·wewere to' teU 
them:, thll1 wou:~d nolr nnJie1'thflld! uS". Ocrr fOIlIs 
.ilearn and know a gre;;!itr rmny thiirrw, which the 
~its annat leam. Our bodie'S, will :die lLke the 
bea>!iil'. When we are laid in the' g(ave', worms 
wiilI devouT ()lur lIelli" anJ our bancs will cramble 
iil'l'to duHt. But OU'lf DOlIlg; arc irmnoTtal; they win 
ID'ever diie', 

God orJer~ every rh!n'~.. He keeps tts: al·ive'; 
and! hit' mat;:e~ us. die when he p,re;.tf~. There' i~ 
nOlin!rrg: w hid, be' caonot Q:@\ He feC'~ 0:$ wher€'­
c-veT we a,re, by night dll!t weli as by d"ry; and he 
Knows Olin thalt we dO'y dllmt fay" and think. There 
i5- nothing. whi . .:b; he does- not knoW'. 

5ectiO'l'l' 15,. 

We' m1'l'it rove God. Good peopTe love ttllT> 
more' dun they Ii€l've ~ny thi'ng. 1il1'" a:ny per.fOl~ ~n 
rb~ WQ]'"Id!. '.i'llCY r.(fVlfJ: .ife j.n the lTl'()miir.rg:, (J.T 

~i€' down at nighty wiithw)'tl'r, tihiinkiing: ofhFm, and of 
tne' good! he h;,IS, dOI'lle tfl'("lrFll. Oftre1ll tIT rhe' day 
dle}' trhink of' bi:rtl'; :lOnG \they llD'v€' tQl lraJrk, :illn'd 
hea r.' 1 :l)n:d' If e.cd a,bo~l tt L'li, TI. 

'It e l'll'nf1 FY W Gad'; t!1';t~ i5, we mul1 ~dll 
him 1'.11.a11: we IbL0w ne is very glDO'dy ;;rnd wO'rthy 
no \be ~ovea; d'ta:1r 'lV'€, hOFe' tle' wiIt £~Tgive tJ!!> 

when we dOl "ml'l'l;, pl11t good! thO'lTgh~ in'tO' O'&r" 

lmitndk" and! he'lIP> tIS tOl be liYe'tteT" ;;£n<!il 'O'€t..er; 2.1ndl 

tthallr l'te wi:\.l! \i!ll!ds; Ul'!" ;met O'{;J;];" p"atrents:~ dtudl allt\i eJl!l'!, 

b~dI {r.i:mdl.'f~ .md! g:~\Y~' llllS every go~ t'~g vhOilt 
i<!. ~0)pe1r f0Jll" QiC,,-
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We muft do to 411 perfons what God reqoir~ 
tlS to do. It is his ,viii th4t we fhould not be un­
kind, even to people who are \1nkind to us; and 
tbat 1,V,e iliould do to .1U perfons as we wifu the,. 
would do t,() ut:. 

The thing~ that God requjr~$ of liS will ,make 
us good 2nd ru.ppy.If we do them not, he will be 
difp1eafed with liS, and puniili us. He can ;Pl!­
niih us ill wruteller way he pleafes. He can 
take away aU our friends, 2'04 every thing that 
he bas given us; and, after d.eath, he can 
make us 'lTery miferable for ever. But if we try 
to be good, and to do as he would have us to 
do, he wiH help us to be good; he will ble[s U$ ; 
he will make us fed h~ppy in our .minds: and, 
when we die, that is, when our touls leave our 
bodie'l, he wia take us into heaven; where we 
flnH be with him, and know, and love, and praife 
him better than any body in this wDrM can know 
and iove, and pi.tife him. Then we iluU never 
grieve any mor,e; we null never do wrong any 
more; we {hall be wifer, and happier, than any 
body who lives here, can be, or can imagine. 

Section 16. 
We muB: love to read the Bible. It is the 

mofr excellent and beautiful ()f aU books. God 
himfelf commanded good men to write it. There, 
we read of aU the great and good thing~ God has 
done for us, and for all people; bow jufr, and 
wife, and powerful he is ; and what we mutt do 
to ferve and pleafe hir;). Tberc1 we fe;!d of good 
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men who loved God, and whom he loved and 
bleITed; of Abraham, If<lac, and Jacob, of Jo .. 
leph, Mofes, Samuel, and David. 

There too, we read of Chrifr, W)10 was so good, 
and who has done fo much for us. He never 
did harm to any body; he never did any thing 
that was wrong. He was gentle and patient 
when he was troubled, and when he was ill ufed; 
he was kind to all perfons, even to thofe who 
were unkind to him; and when wicked men 
were jufr going to kill him, he pnyed to God to 
forgive them. 

When we have read, or heard, about Chrift 
ann who he was, and what great thing.; he has 
done for us, we mufr love him, and be thankful 
to him, and try to be like him. 

Children, make hafre to learn to read, and to 
underfr.md the meaning of what YOll read; love 
to learn your dury, and to do it; then YOll will 
be able to read the Bibe, a'ill you wi1\ love to 
read it.-There are many things in it which you 
can underfl:and now, though you are so young. 
'Vhen you are older and wJer, YOll wi:I un .fer­
stand it better; and if you are good, yOll will 
delight in it more and more.---The whoie ('If the 
Bible is important, and ought to be read witn 
much attention, but the Dec,llogne or 'fcn Com­
mands ought to be committe"! to memory by e­
very Child. With that view they are addeJ to 
this Book. 



The Decalogue, 
OR 

TEN COMMANDS. 
I. Thou lhalt have none other Gods but me. 

II. Thou {halt not make to thyfelf any graven 
image, nor the likenefs of any thing that is in 
heav~n above, or in the earth beneath, or in the 
water under the earth. Thou lhalt not bow 
down to them, nor wodhip thetu : For I the 
Lord thy God am a jealous God, and visit the 
sins of the fathers upon the children unto the 
third and fourth generation of them that hate 
me, and {hew mercy unto thoufands in them that 
love me, and keep my commandments. 

III. Thou fualt not take the name of the Lore!" 
thy God in vain; for the Lord will not hold him 
guiltlefs that taketh his name in vain. 

IV. Remember that thou keep holy the Sab­
b3th day. Six days {halt thou labour, and do all 
that thou ha~t to do; our the feventh day is the 
Sabbath of the 1,ord thy God. In it thou fualt 
do no manner of work, thou and thy font and thy 
daughter, thy man-fervant, and thy maidfervanc, 
thy cattle and the franger that is within thy gates. 
For in fix day" t:le Lord made heaven and earth, 
the fea, and all that in them is, and relted the 
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(eventh dav; wlv'!more the Lot-d' btelfed the 
k'lfenth day, and haHowed it. 

V. Hono'Jr thy father 2pd thy mother, that 
thy days may be lang in the land which the 
Lord thy God giveth thee. 

VI. Thou ilialt do no murder. 

VII. Thou Jh ... lt not commit adu~tery. 

VIII. Thou ill llt 110t fteal. 

IX, Thou fu.alt not bear falfe witnefs againft 
thy neighbour. 

X. ThOll thalt not covet thy neighbour's houfe, 
thou fualt not covet thy neighour's wife, nor his 
fervant, 110r his majd, Dor his (lX, . nor his ass, 
nor any thing that is IUs. 

The fum of the Ten Commands is to love the 
!:.ord thy God with aU thy he3ftJ and tby 
Neighbour as thyfelf. 
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