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N ancient timesj in a far-off land, .. 
A castle stood on a rocky strilnd · 

And in this castle, beside the sea, 
Su iman dt elt wit his daughters. three. 

"ow, one day it came into Sulima 's head, 
That his daughters ere old enough to ed ; 
And so, for the three, he sought to fmn 
Three husbands who should be to h · s mi 1d. 
So he sends forth his herald, ho loud! y procla · ms 
That three maidens are ready to change their n~m c ; 

And, according to customs ·hich then did prevail, 
This simply meant offering his dauqhters for sale. 



·ho cam 





o th maide retired, their d ess to prep re, 
'nted t eir f: ces nd po de ed t eir ha"r; 

on eel h'ch 'd e wo ld c oose of the thr 
And h t ort of man thi suitor ould be. 

t the thre maidens, in fest 1 array, 
Into t e dra ing-room wended their way; 
And Zulei a, Fatima, and 'ster Ann, 
E h ently rechned on a sil en divan. 

hen the uitor appeared so gr t ·r surpri 
At the sig t of his beard they scarcely could ris 
He percei red their di ay, and aid," Pr. y keep yo r se t, 

1 ver' right place is at ·s lady feet." 
" nd 0! maidens fa'r, i is hard to ec'de 

hie on of the three I sh ll ta e for y bride ; 



But having observed you, I choose without haste, 
And say, Lady .r·dtima is most to my taste." 
Then he went and sat down by the maiden's side, 
And said, ''My fair lady I claim you as bride; 
To-morrow at noon the wedding shall be, 
And as soon as it's over you'll come home with me." 
vVhen Blue Beard was gone, quoth sister Ann, 

= 

''You may say what you please, but I don't like the man.'' 
Said Zuleika, '' No wonder, neither do I '' ; 
Whereupon poor Fatima began to cry. 
Then sister Ann said," Don't cry, there's a love, 
Before you leave home I will give you my dDve; 
And if ever you happen in danger to he, 
Round her throat tie a mes:age, she'll fly straight to me." 



Whe Blue Beard arri • d the nex.t day at noon, 
F at· rna a not ready a ninute t o soon ; 
But he s ood g ily ro :>ed in bridal army, 

ith her father be' ide her to give her away. 
en after the wedding and breakfast were o'er, 

he couple dro off in a carriage-G'nd-four ; 
Bu the Journe ' ... lon: an the hour was 1ate 
By the time they arr' ·ect at the Castle Gate. 
F ati a wit dread hear he purtc .lis drop, 
And thouaht t at out ide she ou.d much rather :;top , 
But she foalvwe Blue Beard, ·ho present y led 

he ay to the I- all b€re a ba Aquet 1as ~pread. 
T en he said to his wif.o 'I like . y ow1 ,. y ; 

e pect that you 11 honour me, love and bey ; 





S0 j t do our duty, and then you wi 1 find 
hough I've ot a blue beard I ran be •ery kind. ' 

So th ·r gc; went on smoot1 1 't:Il Blue . eard, one day, 
Tol his wi£ that business called him a ay 
An s he ·n " n t how long it would be 

efo e here urn , he gave her a ·ey, 
Saying, " Fatim , this il;: the key of the door 
Of the room to the right on the orul floor ; 

wi h n one o know what in ide it I ket~p, 
o b s e htle ·m gone that you don't take a pe p . ., 

But as soon she'd left, she looked at the key 
And said, " He shall hav o secrets from me ; 
From his wife a good husband ought nothing to hide, 
B sides, I shan't tell him I've been inside." 



She ran o the door, turned the key in the l c , 
And inside the room sa • an a.'{e and a block ; 
And te headless i ves, all fixed to the wal , 
T e 1g t was so ghastly she let the key fall. 
Wh n she cam to herself, she looked on the floor, 

nd there lay the key covered with ~·1re; 
S e pic ed •t up quickly and rubbed ll in v in, 
It seemed as if nothing ·ould ta e off the tain. 
By the loo· of the k y sh new lue Beard would g ues 
That he'd eep i th chamber, so ih her distress 
She se t off the do re to her sister Ann. 
Reco nting the deeds of the terrible man 

o two gallant knights named Hafed and Iva . 
W e1 e courting Zulei a a d i ter Ann ; 





nn lef home sh · u ~ to t em, d sa.'.J 
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So they ran to the turret and bolted the door, 
And Ann told her sister that ere night was o'er 
She hoped Hafed and Ivan at the Castle to see. 
T en they heard Blue Beard call, "C0me, bring me tha key." atima replied, "Wait a minute or two. ' 
Then s c s id to er is er, "0 ! what shall I do?" 
Ann an ered, "You'd better run down with the key/' And I'l watch till Hafed nd Ivan I see." 

e the poor girl got down, she scarcely could stand, B t just managed to put the key in his hand ; 
And it needed but o e single glanc to r<;:veal 
She'd foun out the secret he wished to co ceal. 

hen, wi h terrible look, Blue Beard sternly did say, 
(~ike my other te ivcs, you have da d disobey." 



O'"."f go to your chamber and for your 01 prepare, 
.For to - orrow at noon their fate you vtH 5! are~ 

Next o at e case ent, with eager eves, 
St d s'ster Ann watching to see the sun ri e · 
And Fatima kneeling1 cried "Dear s·ster, 
Do you see your true nights rid· ng th1 
S"ster Ann made sw r, "The road i.... 

nd nought b t t e bleating of sheep d 
. he hour gr. ws late. 'Ah! ·ster nn, ay 

Do you see our tme n"ghts ri ing th' ay?' 
he ho grow later, and all too soon, 

As tb.ough borne on wings, time flies towards noon. 
"Sister Ann ! Si ter An I Are they coming this ay 

oo l t! t ey i 1 be if ey longer d lay.'' 





eat clo d.' 

ar 



With their bright scimitars they cut off his h d .. 
And at Fat" · 's feet her husband lit:s dead. 
Soon Fatim · 's story was spread through the t 
.. nd su1tors from far off and near soug t hm, · ·· <i ; 
Bu the..r sued all in vain, for the lady•s reply 
Invariabl was, 14 Once bitten twice s,1y." 

B it freq;JeLtly happ ns, t least 59 I fi d, 

t I s are given to alter their min ; 
A d at last e decided to arry a Prince, 
With hom be's lived happily ever since. 
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BY SPE.CIAL WARRANT . 
MANUI'"ACTUF'ERS TO 1~E QUliN 

OOI..IBLE SUPERFINE.. 

qua1 i ty of Mustard and the 

same as suppHed to the Roya: 

Table ask for 

COLMAN'S DOUBLE SUPERFINE 
and see that ~:.he tin bears a 
Yellow La"bel similar to t hls 

illustrauon . 

J. & .J . GOLM.AN, 
~~1an.uft1rture1·s to ~~r lltQa~est'2 tl(e ~ne.~t 
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