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"The uncle, after shedding a few tears, 

opened the will, in which he found, that to 

vVilliam was bequeathed three hundred 

pounds a-year, v•hen he became of age; and 

to little Jane, five hundred pound in gold on 

her marriage day. But if the children should 

chance to die before their coming of age, then 

all their wealth was to be enjoyed by their 

uncle. The will of the unfortunate gentle

man next desired, that he and his beloved 

wife should be buried side by side in the 

same grave." 
See Page 10. 
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THE 

CHILDREN 

IN 

THE WOOD. 

A GREAT many years ago, 
there lived in the county of 
Norfolk a gentleman ttnd his 
lady. The gentleman was 
brave, generous, and ltonour-
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able; and the lady, g·entle, 
beautiful, and virtuous: they 
\Vere beloved by a]l \Vho kne\V 

the1n, and were blessed with 
two children, a boy and a girl. 
The boy was only about three 
years old, and the girl not 
quite two, 'vhen the gentle
Inan 'vas seized ,;vith a dan
gerous Inalady, and the lady 
in attending her beloved hus
band caught the contagion. 
N ot"vithstanding every Inedi
cal assistance, their disorder 
daily increased, and as they e_ -
pecterl to be soon snatched 
away fron1 their little babes, 
they sent for the g1 entletnan's 
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brother, and gave their dar
lings into his care. 

" Ah ! brother," said the 
dying Juan, "you see I have 
but a short ti1ne to live; yet 
neither death nor pain can 
pierce n1y heart with half so 
tnuch anguish, as what I feel 
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at the thought of what these 
dear babes will do without a 
parent's care. Brother, they 
will have none but you to be 
kind to them, to see them 
clothed and fed, and to teach 
them to be good." 

"Dear, dear brother," said 
the dying lady, "you must 
be father, mother, and uncle 
too, to these dear innocent 
lambs. First, let William be 
taught to read; and then he 
should be told ho\v good his 
father 'vas. And little Jane 
-.Oh! brother, it "''rings n1y 
heart to talk of her! think of 
the ge11tle usage she will need; 
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·and take her fondly on ·your 
kknee, brother, and sh·e and 
'Villia1n too will pay your 
-care with love." · 

"How does it grieve m"Y 
heart to see you, n1y dearest 
relatives,.. in this n1ournful 
condition!'' replied the uncle.. 
"But be comforted, th,ere 1nay 
yet be hopes of your well-do
ing; but should \Ve have the 
misfortune to lose you, I ~~11 
Jo all you can desire fer your 
·darling childre1:1. In me they 
shall find father, 111other, and 
uncle; but, dear brother, you 
have said nothing of your 
wealth." ''H-e-r-e, h-e-r-e, 



10 THE CHILDREN 

brother," replied he, "is my 
will, in which I have provi
ded for my dear babes." 

The gentlen1an and his la
dy then kissed their children, 
and a short time after they 
both died. 

The uncle, after shedding a 
few tears, opened the will, in 
which he found, that to Wil
lialn was bequeathed three 
hundred pounds a-year, when 
he becatne of age; and to lit
tle Jane, five hundred pounds 
in gold on her Inarriag~e day. 
But if the children should 
chance to die before their 
coming of age, then all their 
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wealth "\vas to be en joyed by 
their uncle. The will of the 
llnfortunate gentlen1an next 
desired, that he and his be
loved "\vife should be buried 
side by side in the sa1ne grave. 

The t\vo little jnnocents 
were now taken to the house 
of their uncle, who, for some 
tin1e recollecting vv hat their 
parents said so sorrowfully 
upon their d_eath-bed, beha
ved to then1 "'ith great kind
ness. But when he had kept 
them about a twelvernonth, he 
by degrees forgot to think both 
how their parents ]ooked when 
they gave their children to his 
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care, and the promises he 
made to be their father, moth
er, and uncle, all in one. 

After a Ii ttle more time 
had passed, the uncle could 
not help thinking that he 
wished the little boy and girl 
would die, for he should then 
have all their wealth for him
self; and when he had begun 
to think this, he went on till 
-he could think scarcely of any 
thing else; and at last, says 
he to himself, " It will not be 
very difficult for me to kill 

. them, so as nobody knows 
any thing of the matter, and 
then their gold j s mine." 
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· When the barba1·ous uncle 

had once brought his ruin~:l _ tp 

kill the helpless little cr.ea~ 

tures, he was not long in 
finding a way to t1Xccut~ hi~ 
cruel purpose. He hired, two . 
sturdy ruffian~ '\Vho had al
ready killed many tr~v~llers 
in a dark thick wood, at some 
distance, and then robbed , 
the1n of their money. These 
two wicked creatures agreed, 
for a large reward, to do th~ 
blackest deed that ever yet 
was heard of; and the uncle, 

began to p~repare every thing 
accordingly. 

He told an artful story to 
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his wife, of what good it 
would be to put the children 
forward in their learning; 
how he had a relation in Lon
don, who 'vould take the great
est care of then1. He then 
said to the jnnocent children, 
"ShouJd you not like, n1y 
pretty ones, to see the frunou s 
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to"\rvn of London, where you, 
Willian1, can buy a fine wood- _ 

- en horse to ride upon all day 
long, and a whip to make 
hin1 gallop, and a fine S\Vord 
to wear by your side? lind 
you, Jane, shall have pretty 
dolls and pincushions, and a 
nice gilded coach shall be got 
to take yotl there." 

" 0, yes, I will go, uncle!" 
said 'V illiam : 0, yes, I will 
go, uncle!" said Jane; and 
the uncle, -with a · heart of 
stone, soon got them ready 
for the journey. 

Tl e unsuspecting little 
creatures were a few days af-
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ter put into a fine coach, and 
with them the two inhuman · 
butchers, who were soon to 
end their joyfu~ prattle, and 
turn their s1niles to tears. 
One of then1 served as coach
lnan, and the other sat be
tween little Williarn and lit.-. 
tle Jan e. 

"'~hen they had reached 
the en trance to the dark thick 
'"'ood, the two ruffians took 
them out of tl1e coach, te1ling 
the1n they might now 'valk a 
little ''vay and gather flowers; 
and, while the children were 
skipping about like lambs, 
the ruffians turned their backs 

I 
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on them, and began to con
sult about what they had to 
do. 

"In good truth," says the 
one who l1ad been sitting all 
the way between the chil
dreil, "now I have seen their 
cherub faces, and l1eard their 
pretty speech, I have no heart 
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to do the bloody deed: let us 
fling away the ug·ly knife, 
and send the children back to 
their uncle." "That I will 
not," says the other: "what 
signifies their pretty sr_,eech 
to us? and who will pay us 
for being so chicken-hearted?'' 

At last the ruffians fell into 
so great a passion about but
chering the innocent little 
creatures, that he \Vho wished 
to spare their lives suddenly 
opened the great knife he had 
brought to kill them, and 
stabbed the other to the heart, 
so that he fell do\vn dead. 

The one who had killed 



IN THE WOOD. 19 

hin1 was no\V greatly at a los~ 
what to do with the children, 
for he wanted to get away as 
fast as he could, for fear of be
ing found in the wood. He 
was not however long in de
terinining, that l1e must leave 
the1n in the \vood, to the 
chance of so1ne traveller pass-
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ing by. ,,, Look ye, my pret
ty ones,'' said he,. "you must 
each take hold and con1e 
along '''ith 111e." The poor 
children each took a hand and 
went on, the tears bursting 
from their eyes, and theii~ lit
tle li1nbs tretnbling with fear. 

Thus Jid h-e lead thern for 
about two tniles further on 
in the wood, and then · told 
them to wait there till he 
.came back with son1e cakes. 

W'illiam took his sister 
Jane by the hand, and they 
wandered fearfully up and 
down the wood. "Will the 
1;trange man com.e with son1e 
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cakes, Billy?" says Jan e. 
"Presently, dear Jane," says 
William. And soon again, 
" I wish I had so1ne cakes, 
Billy," said she: and it would 
have melted a heart of stone, 
to have seen how sorrowfully 
they looked. 

After waiting very long 
they tried to satisfy their hun
ger with blackberries, but 
they soon devoured all that 
'vere 'vi thin their reach; and 
night too coming on, "rilli
aJn, who had tried all he could 
to co1nfort his little sister, 
now wanted comfort himself; 
so when Jane said once mo~e, 
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" How hungry I am, Billy, 
I b-e-1-i-e-v-e- I cannot help 
crying."- Willia1n burst out 
crying too; and do,vn they lay 
upon the cold earth, and put
ting· their arn1 round each 
other's neck, there .they star
ved, and there they died. 

Thus were these pretty lit-
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tle innocents murdered; and 

as no one kne'v of their death, 

so no one sought to give them 

burial. 
The 'vicked uncle, suppo

sing they had been killed as 

he desired, told all who asked 

after them an artful tale, of 

their having died in London 

of the small-pox; and accord

ingly took possession openly 

of their fortune. 
But all this did hi1n very 

little service, for soon afte1 

his wife died; and being ve

ry unhappy, and al~rays think

ing too, that he saw the bleed

ing innocents before his eyes, 
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he neglected all his ·business, 
so that instead -of growing 
richer, he every day grew 
poorer. His two so:p.s also, 
who had etnbarked for a for
eign ]and, were both drowned 
at sea, and he became coin
ple.tely miserable. 

When things had gone on 
in this manner for years, the 
ruffian who ·took pity on the 
children, committed another 
robbery in the wood, and be
ing pursued by some men, he 
was laid hold of, and · brought 
to prison, and soon after, 'vas 
tried at the assizes, and found 

i guilty-- so that he was con-
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den1ned to be hanged for the 
crime. 

As soon as he found what . 
his unhappy end 1nust be, he . 
sent for the chaplain of the 
prison, and confessed to him 
all the crimes he had been 
guilty of in his whole life, aurl 
thus declared the story of the 
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pretty innocents; telling hi1n 
at the same tin1e, jn vvhat 
l_,art of the wood he had left 
tbern to starve. 

The ne1vs of the discovery 
he had 1nade soon. reached 
the uncle's ears; who, being 
already broken-hearted for 
the n1isfortunes that had be
fallen him, and unable to bear 
the load of public sha1ne t 1at 
could not but a-vvait hin1, lay 
do,vn upon his bed and died 
that very day. 

To sooner ;vere the tidings 
of the fate of the t\'vo children 
made public, than proper 
persons vvent to search the 
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'vood; · " 'hen, after · many 
fruitless endeavours, the pretty 
bab€s "\Vere at len g,th found 
stretched in each other's 
arn1~, 'vi th 'Villi a tn 's arn1 
round the neck of Jane, his 
face turned close to hers, and 
his jacket pulled over her bo
dy. They \Vere covered all 
over with leaves, which in all 
that tin1e never withered; 
and on a bush near this cold 
grave, a robin redbreast 
watched aud chirped ; so that 
1nuny gentle hearts still think, 
that that pretty bird did bring 
the leaves which n1ade their 
grave. . . 
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