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PREFACE. 
ON presenting this volume to my country, it is not 
necessary to enter into a particular account of those 
voyages whose journals form the principal part of it, 
as they will be found, I trust, to explain themselves. 
It appears, however, to be a duty, which the public 
have a right to expect from me, to state the reasons 
which have influenced me in delaying the publication 
of them. 

It has been asserted, that a misunderstanding be
tween a person high in office and myself, was the 
cause of this procrastination. It has also been pro
pagated, that it was occasioned by that precaution 
which the policy of commerce will sometimes sug
gest; but they are both equally devoid of foundation. 
The one is an idle tale; and there could be no solid 
reason for concealing the circumstances of discoye
ries, whose arrangelnents and prosecution were so 
honourable to my associates and myself, at whose ex
pense they were undertaken. The delay actually arose 
frQm the very active and busy mode of life in which 
I was engaged since the voyages have been completed; 
and when, at length, the opportunity arrived, the ap
prehension of presenting myself to the Public in the 
character of an Author, for which the course and 0'_'

cupations of my life have by no means qmJified me, 
made me hesitate in committing my papers to the 
press; being much better calculated to perform t11(:; 
voyages, arduous as they might be, than to write all 
account of them. However, they are now offered to 
the Public 'witli the submission that becomes me. 

I was led, at an early period of life, by commercial 
yiews to the countt·y north-west of Lake Superior, in 
North America, and being endowed by nature with all 
inquisitive mind and enterprizing spirit; possessin!"; 
also a constitution and frame of body equal to the most 
arduous undertakings, and being familiar with toil
some exertions in the prosecution of mercantile pur
suits, I not only contemplated the practicability of 
penctnlting" across the continent of America, but wa" 
confident in the qualifications, as I was animated by 
the desire, to unclei'take the perilous ellterprize. 

A2 
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The general utility of such a discovery, has been 
universally acknowledged; while the wishes of my 
particular friends and commercial associates, that I 
should proceed in the pursuit of it, contributed to 
quicken the execution of this favourite project of my 
own ambition: and as the completion of it extends the 
boundaries of geographic science, and adds new 
countries to the realms of British commerce, the dan-
2"er I have encountered, and the toils I haye suffered, 

'have found their recompence; nor will the many tedi
ous and weary days, or the gloomy and inclement 
nights which I have passed, have been passed in vain. 

The first voyage has settled the dubious point of 
a practicable north·west passage; and I trust, 'that it 
has set that long agitated question at rest, and extin
gllishecl the disputes; respecting it forever. An en
larged discL1s~ion of that subject will be found to oc
cupy the concluding pages of this volume. 

In this voya;se, I was not only without the necessa
ry books and instruments, but also felt myself defici
ent in the sciences of astronomy and navigation; I did 
not hesitate therefore, to undertake a winter's voyage 
'!.o this country, in order to procure the one and ac
quire the other. These objects being accomplished, 
.L returned, to determine the practicability of a com
ynercial communication through the' continent of North 
America, between the Atlantic and Pacific Oceans, 
which is proved by my second journal. Nor do 1 he
sitate to declare my decided opinion, that very great 
~,nd essential advantages may be derived by extending 
(Jur trade from one sea to the other. 

~)()me account of the fur trade of Canada from that 
country, of the native inhabitants"and of the extensiye 
districts connected with it, forms a preliminary dis
course, which 'will, I trust, prove interesting to a na
tion whose general policy is blended with, and whose 
prosperity is supported by, the pursuits of commerce,' 
It will also qualify the reader to pursue the sllcceeding 
'Voyages with superior intelligence and satisfacticn. 

These ycyages will not, I fear, afford the variety 
that IJiay be expected from them; and that which they 
offer to the eye, is not of a lla.ture to be effectually 
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transferred to the page. Mountains and vallies, the 
dreary waste, and wide-spreading forests, the lakes 
and rivers, succeed each other in general description; 
alld,' except on the coasts of the Pacific Ocean, where 
the villages were permanent, and the inhabitants in a 
great measure stationary, small bands of wandering In
dians are the only peopIe whom I shall introduce to 
the acquaintance of my readers. 

The beaver and the buffalo, the moose-deer and the 
elk, which are the principal animals to be found in 
these countries, are already so familiarto the naturalists 
of Europe, and have been so often as wen as correctly 
described in their works, that the bare mention of 
them, as they enlivened the landscape, or were hunted 
for food ~ with a cursory account of the soil, the course 
and navigation of lakes and rivers, and their various 
prQduce, is all that can be reasonably expected from me. 

1 do not possesp the science of the natm'alist; and 
even if the qualifications ofthat character had been at
tained by me, its curious spirit would not have been 
gratified. I could not stop to dig into the earth, over 
whose surface I was compelled to pas;; with rapid steps: 
nor could I turn aside to collect the plants whith na
tme might have scattered on the way, when my thoughts 
Yiere anxiously employed in making provision fOI' the 
{lay that was passing over me. I had to encounter 
perils by land and perils by water; to watch the sa
vage who was our guide, or to guard against those of 
his tribe who might meditate our destruction. I had, 
also, the passions and feal's of othel'S to contl-ol and 
subdue. To-day I had to assuage the rising disconv 
tents, and on the morrow to, cheer t.he fai~ting spirits 
of the people who accompamed me. fhe tOil of OUI' na 
vigation was incessant and oftentimes extreme; all 
in our progress over land we had no protection fl'O 

the sevel'ity of the elements, and possessed no accoml~ 
dations or conveniences but such a~ could be contall 
ed in the burden all our shoulders, which ;;tggrav"lt~ 
the toils of our march, and added to the wearisomeness 
of our way. , 

Though the events which compose mr Jou:'nal~ may. 
have little in them. .. elves to strike the llDaglllatlOl1 of 



PREFACE. 

those who love to be astonished, or to gratify the cu
riosity of such as are enamoured of romantic adven
tures; nevertheless, when it is considered that I ex
l)lored those waters which had never before borne any 
other vessel than the canoe of the savage; and tra
versed those desarts where an European had never be
fore presented himself to the eye of its swarthy na
tives; when to these considerations are added the il11-
llortant objects which were pursued, with the dangers 
that were encountered, and the difficulties that were 
surmounted to attain them, this work will, I flatter 
myself, be found to excite an interest, and conciliate re
gard, in the minds of those who peruse it. 

Before I conclude, I must beg leave to inform my 
readers, that they are not to expect the charms of em
bellished narrative, or animated description; the ap
probation due to simplicity and to truth, is all I pre
sume to claim; and I am not without the hope, that 
this claim will be allowed me. I have described what
ever I saw with the impressions of the moment ".-hich 
presented it to me. The successive circumstances of 
my progress are related without exaggeration or dis
play. I have seldom allowed myself to wander into 
conjecture; and whenever conjecture has been indulg
ed, it will be found, I trust, to be accompanied with 
the temper of a man who is not disposed to think too 
highly of himself: and if at any time I have delivered 
myself \\-jth conficknce, it will appear, I hope, to be on 
those subjects which, from the habits and experience 
of my life, will justify an unreserved communication 
of my opinions. I am not a candidate for literary fame: 
at lhq same time I cannot but indulge the hope, that 
this "olume, with all its imperfections, wii! not be 
thought unwurthy the attention of the scientific geo
gl'aphel'; and '.hat, by unfolding countries hitherto un
explored, and which, I presume, may now be consider
ed as a p~Ht of tho? British dominions, it will be re
ceived ~s a faithfal tribute to the prosperity of my 
country. 

ALEXANDER MACKENZIE. 



GENERAL HISTORY 
OFTUE 

FUR TRADE 
FROM: 

CANADA TO THE NORTH.WEST. 

THE fur trade, from the earliest settlement of C • ..na
da, was considered of the first importance to that colo
ny. The country was then so populous, that, in the 
vicinity of the establishments, the animals whose skins 
were precious, in a commercial view, soon became ve
ry scarce, if not altogether extinct. They were it is 
true, hunted at former periods, but merely for food 
and clothing. The Indians, therefore, to procure the 
necessary supply, were encouraged to penetrate into 
the country, and were generally accompanied by some 
of the Canadian:>, who found means to induce the 
remotest tl'ibes of natives to bring the skins which 
were most in demand, to their setl«ments, in the way 
of trade. 

It is not necessary for me to examine the cau.se, 
but experienGe proves that it requires much less time 
for a civilized people to deviate into the manners and 
customs of savage life, than for savages to rise into 
a state of civilization. Such was the event with those 
who thus accompanied the natives on their hunting 
and trading excursions; for they became so attached 
to the IndiaFi mode of life, that they lost all relish [0, 
their former habits and native homes. Hence they 
derived the title of Coureurs des Bois, became a kine! 
of pedlars, and were extremely useful to til e m.erchant~ 
engaged in the fur trade: who gave them the nece,;, 
sary credit to proceed on their commercial und::rta', 
kings. Three or four of these people would join theil' 
stock, put their property into a birch-bark canoe, which 
they worked themselves, and either accompanied tn'_ 
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natives in their excursions, or went at once to the COUJl.u 

try where they knew they were to hunt. At length, 
these voyages extended to twelve or fifteen months. 
when they returned with rich cargoes of furs, and fol
lowed by great numbers of the natives. During 
the short time requisite to settle their accounts with 
the merchants, and procure fresh credit, they general
ly contrived to squander away all their gains, when 
they returned to renew their favourite mode of life: 
their views being answered, and their labour suffici
ently rewarded, by indulging themselves in extrava
gance and dissipatiQ}1 during the short space of one 
month in twe1ve or fifteen. 

This indifference about amassing property, and the 
pleasure of living free from all restraint, soon brought 
on a licentiousness of manners which could not long 
escape the vigilant observation of the missionaries, 
who had much reason to complain of their being a 
disgrace to the christian religion; by not only swen-
ing from its duties themselves, but by thus bringing 
it into disrepute with those of the natives who had be
come converts to it; and, consequently, obstructing 
the great object to which those pious men had devot
ed their lives. They, therefore, exerted their influ
ence to procure the suppression of these people, and 
accordingly, no one was allowed to go up the country 
to traffic with the Ihdians, without a licence from 
the government. 

At first these permissions were, of course, granted 
only to those whose character was such as could give 
no alarm to the zeal ofthe missionaries: but they were 
afterwards bestowed as rewards for services, OR officers, 
and their widows; and they, who were not willing or 
able to make use of them, (which may be supposed to 
be always the case with those of the latter description) 
were allowed to sell them to the merchants, who ne
cessarily employed the Coureurs des Bois, in quality 
of their agents; and these people, as may be imagined, 
gave sufficient cause for the renewal of former com
plaints; so that the-remedy proved, in fact, wone than 
the diseas~. 
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At length, military posts were established at the con
fluence of the different large lakes of Canada, which, 
in a great measure, checked the evil conseque>lces that 
followed from the improper conduct of these foresters, 
and, at the same time, protected. the trade. Besides, 
a number of able and respectable men retired from the 
army, prosecuted the trade in person, under their res
pective licences, with great order and regularity, and 
extended it to such a distance, as, in those days, was 
considered to be an astonishing effort of commercial 
enterprize. These persons and the missionaries hav
ing combined their views at the same time, secured 
the respect of the natives, and the:,Qbedience of the peo
ple necessarily employed in the laborious parts of 
this Wldertaking. These gentlemen denominated 
themselves commanders, and not traders, though they 
were entitled to both those chal'acters: and, as for the 
missionaries, if sufferings and hardships in the prose
cution of the great work which they had undertaken, 
deserved applause and admiration, they had an undoubt
ed claim to be admired and applauded: they spared no 
labour and avoided no danger in the execution of their 
important office; and it is to be seriously lamented, 
that their pious endeavour did not meet with the suc
cess which they deserved: for there is hardly a trace 
to be found beyond the cultivated parts, of theil' meri
torious functions. 

The calise of this failure must be attributed to a want 
of due consideration in the mode employed by the 
missionaries to propagate the religion of which they 
were the zealous ministers. They habituated them
selves to the savage life, and naturalized themselves 
to the savage manners, and, by thus becoming depen
dent, as it were on the natives, they acquired their con
tempt rather than their veneration. If they had been 
as well acquainted with human nature, as they were 
with the articles of their faith, they would have known 
that the uncultivated mind of an Indian must be dis
posed by mUGh preparatory method and instruction to 
receive the revealed truths of Cliristianity, to act un
der its sanctions; and be impelled to good by the hOPt:: 



12 General History iftlLe Fur Trade. 

of its reward, or turned from evil by the fear of its 
punishments. They should have began their work 
by teaching some of those useful arts which at'e the 
inlets of knowledgt, and lead the mind by deg'rees to 
objects of highet' comprehension. Agriculture, so 
formed to fix and combine society,antl so preparatory 
to objects of ~upel'iol' consideration, should have been 
the first thing introduced among a savage people: it 
attaches the wandering tribe to that spot were it adds 
so much to their comforts; while it give~ them a sense 
of property, and of lasting possession, instead of the 
uncertain hopes of the chase, and the fugitive produce 
of uncultivated wilds. Such were the means bv which 
the forests of Paraguay were converted into 'a scene 
of abundant cultivation, and its savage inhabitants in
troduced to all tLe advantages of a civilized life. 

The Canadian missionaries should have been con
tented. to improve the morals oftheir own countrymen, 
so that by meliorating thdr character and condUct, 

·they would L.ve ;;iven a striking example of the ef
fect of religion in promoting the comforts oflife to the 
surrounding savages; and might by degrees have ex
tended its benign influence to the remott:~t regions of 
that country, which was the object, and intended to be 
the sct.ne, of their evangelic labours. But by bearing 
the light of the Gospel at once to the distance of two 
thousand five hundred miles from the civilized part of 
the colonie6, it was soon obscured by the cloud of 
ignorance that darkened the human mind in those 
distant regions. 

The whole of their long route I have often travelled, 
and the recollection of s.ch a pt:ople as the missiona
ries having been there, was confined to a few super
annuated Canadians who had not left that country 
since the ct:ssion t{) the English, in 1763, and who 
particularly mentioned the death of some, and the 
distressing situation of them all. But if these religi
ous men did not attain the objects of their persevering 
piety, they were, during their mission, of great ser
vice to the commanders who engaged in those distant 
expeditions, and spl'ead the fur trade as far west as 
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the hanks of the Saskatchiwine l'i,'er, in 53 north la
titude, and longitude 102 west. 

At an early period of thtil' intercourse with the saya
~CS, a custom was intl'odllc'';u of a very excellent ten
dency, but is now unfot,tunately discontinued, of not 
selling any spirituous liquors to the native;>. This 
admirable regulation was for some time observed, with 
all the respect due to the rdigicn by which it 'was sanc
tionen, and whose severest censures followed the vio
L.t:on of it. A painfui penance could alone restore 
the of lender to the suspended rites of the sacrament. 
The casuistry of tl'ade, however, discovered a way to 
gratify the Indians with their favourite cordial, with
out incUl'l'ing the ecclesiastical penalties, by giving, 
instead of selling it to them. 

But notwithstanding all the restrictions with which 
commerce was oppressed under the French govern
ment, the fur trade was extended to the immense dis
tance which has been already stated; and i'nrmount
ed many most discol1l'aging difl)culties, which will be 
hereafter noticed; while,at the same time, no exer
tions were made from Hudson's Bay to obtain even a 
share of the trade of a country which, according to 
the charter of that company, belonging to it, and, 
from its proximity, is so much more accessible to the 
mercantile adventurer. 

Of these trading commanders,I understood, that 
two attempted to penetrate to the Pacific Ocean, but 
the utmost extent of their journey I could neverlearn ; 
which may be attributed, inde~cl, to a failure of the 
undertaking. 

For some time after the conquest of Can~.da, this 
trade was suspended, which must have been very ad
vantageous to the Hudson's Bay Company, as all the 
inhabitants to the westward of Lake Superior, were 
obliged to go to them for such articles as theil' habitu
al use had rendered necessary. Some of the Canadi
ans who had livecllong with them, and were become 
attached to a savage life, accompanied tl~em thIther 
annually, till mercantile advculul'ers aga1l1 appeared 
from their own country, aftel' an interval of several 

B 
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years, owing, as I suppose, to an ignorance of the 
country in the conquerors, and their want of commer
cial confidence in the conquet'ed. There were, in
deed, other discouragements, such as the immense 
length of the journey necessary to reach the limits be
yond which this commerce must begin; the risk of 
property; the expenses attending ~uch a long trans
port; and an ignorance of the language of those who, 
from their experience, must be necessarily employed 
as the intermediate agents bet\\een them and the na
tives. But, notwithstanding these difficulties, the 
trade, by degrees, began to spread over lhe different 
parts to which it had been carried by the French, 
though at a great risk of the lives, as well as the pro
perty, of their new possessors, fo:' the nali ves had been 
taught by their former allies to entertain hostile dis
positions towards the English, from their having been 
in alliance with their natural enemies the Iroquois; 
and there were not wanting a suflicient number of dis
contented, disappointed people, to keep alive such a 
notion; so that for a 100ig time they were considered 
and treated as objects of hostility. To proye this dis
position of the Indians, ',1C have only to refer to tbe 
conduct of Pontiac, at Detroit, and the surprise and 
taking of Michilimakinac, about this period. 

Hence it arose, that it was so late as the year 176., 
before which, the trade I mean to consider, commenced 
from Michilimakinac. The first who attempted it 
were satisfied to go the length of the Ri\cr Came
nistiquia, about thirty TEiles to the east"ard of the 
Grande Portage, where the French had a principal es
tablishment1 and was the line of their communication 
with the interior country. It was once destl'Oyed bv 
hre. Here.they went and returned successful in th~ 
following spring to 1\1ichiiirnakinac. Their success 
induced them to 'renew their jou1'l1ey, and incited others 
to follow their example. Some of them remained at 
Camenistiquia, while others proceeded to and beyond 
the Grande Portage, which, since that time, has be
come the principal entrcpot of that trade, and is situ
in a bay, in latitude 48 north, andlongitllcle 90 Wt;st. 
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After passing the usual season there, they went back 
to Michilimakinac as before, and encouraged by the 
trade, returned in increased numbers. One of these, 
Thomas Cuny, with a spirit of enterprize superiol'to 
that of his contemporaries, determined to penetrate to 
the furthest limits cf the Fr;:nch discon:ries in that 
country: or at le<l.st till the frost should stop him. For 
this purpose he procured guil\c'; and interpreters, who 
were acquainted with the country, and with four ca
noes arrived at Fort Bourbon, which was one of their 
posts, at the west end of the Cedar Lake, on the wa
ters of the Saskatchiwine. His risk and toil were well 
recompenced, for he came back the following spring
with his canoes filled with ftne fur" with which he 
proceeded to Canada, and was satisfied never again to 
return to the Indian country. 

From this period people began to spread over eyery 
part of the country, particularly where the French had 
established settlements. 

Mr. James Finlay was the first who followed MI". 
Curry';, example, and with the same number of ca
noes, arrived, in the course of the next season, at 
Nipawee, the last of the French settleI:i1en t s on the 
bank of the Sask;,tchiwine River, in latitude nearly 
43i north, and longitude 103 west: he found the 
good fortune, as he followed, in every respect, the ex
ample of his predecessor. 

As may be supposed, there were now people enough 
ready to replace them, and the trade was pursued 
with such avidity, and irregularity that in a few years 
it became the reverse of what it ought to have been. 
An animated competition prevailed, and the contending 
parties carried the trade beyond the French limits, 
though with no benefit to themselves or neighbours, 
the Hudson's-Bay Company; who in the year 1774, 
and not till then, thought proper to move from home 
to the east bank of Sturgeon Lake, in latitude 53. 56. 
north, and longitude 102. IS. west, and became more 
jealous of their fellow subjects; and perhaps, with 
more cause, than they had been of those of France. 
From this period to the present time, they have beell 
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following the Call8.dians to their diff~rent c3tab,li"h
ments, while, 0'] the contrary, there 1~ not a solItary 
instance that the Canadians have followed them; nnd 
thcre are I~any tl'ading posts which the r h~, \'C !lot yet 
attaine{~. Thi,;, howevc:r will no longer be a mystery 
,\hen the ll:,tUi'C and policy of the Hudsoll's-llay COIll

pany i3 compared with that which has been pursued 
iJy t:l;;;;' rin.!s in this trade.-llut to retul'll to my sub
ject. 

This competition, which has been already mentioned, 
ga':c a fatal blow tp the trade from Canada, and, with 
oU]er inc!llental causes, in my opinion, cuntributed to 
its ruin. This trade was carried OIl in a very distant 
country, out of the reach of legal restLlint, and whel'e 
there was a fr~e scope given to any ways 01' means in 
attaininE' :>dvantage. The consequence was not only 
the la"s of commercial benefit to the persons engaged 
in it, but of the good opinion of the natives, and the 
respect of their men, who were inclined to follow their 
ex&mplt; ~;o that with drinking, carousing, and quar
reIIin:; with the Indians along their route, and among 
themselves, they seldom reached their winter quar
tel's; and if they did, it was generally by dragging 
their property upon sledges, as the navigation was 
closed t;p by the f1'oSt. ,,\Chen at length they were 
arrived, the object of each was toinjure his rival traders 
in the opinion of the natives as much as was in their 
power, by misrepresentation and presents, for which 
the agents employed were peculiarly calculated. They 
considered the command of their employer as binding 
on them, and however wrong or irregular the transur
tion, the responsibility rested with the principal who di
rected them. This is Indian law. Thus did they 
waste their credit and their property with the natives, 
till the first was past redemption, and the last was near
ly exhausted; so that towards the spring in each year, 
the rival parties found it absolutely necessary to join, 
and make one common stock of what remained, for the 
purpose of trading with the natives, who could enter
tain no respect for persons who had conducted them
selves \yith GO much jJ'l'egularity an~ deceit. Th~ 
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winter, therefore was one continued scene of disagree
ments and quarrels. If an y one had the precaution 01' 

good sense to keep clear of these proceedings, he de
rived a proponiOlL'_ k aclvant,'-ge fl'Om his good con
duct, and frequentlj proved a peace-maker between 
the parties. To such an height had they carried 
this licentious conduct, that th"7 were in a conti
nual stlt,.: of c:htITYl, and ''-(,;1e even frequently stopped 
to Fay tribuk (,n th'cir route into the country; though 
they had <ldopted the plan of travelling together in pal"
ti,s of tilift)' or forty canoes, and keeping their men 
armed; which sometimes, indeed, pl'oved ne::essary 
for their deLnce. 

Thus was the tt'D,(L calTied on fer seyeral year:', ~l:1(1 
consequently becoming \',orse and ','(orse, so that the 
partners, who mel th',:',l at the Gnlnd FC>j'\~~:-C:, na,~,
rally comphined of their ill success. But spe~1ous rea
sons were cd \V c'-yo ready to proye ~h'lt it arose l'toni cir-· 
cumstances which they could not at that time control; 
and encuuragements ,,-ct'CO held forth to hope thrlt a. 
change would soon L,ke place, which would m"Llc 
ample amends for past disappointments. 

It was abo',lt this time, that JIll,. Josl:ph Frobisher, 
one of the geatlemen en);Jged in the trad<:, deten:lin
ed to penetl'ate into the country yet unexplored, to the 
north and \\ cstward, and, in the spring of the yea." 
1775, met the Indians from that quar~er on their \ya:,
to Fort Churchill, at POl'tu:;e de Traite, so named from 
th'lt circumstance on the banks of the Missinipi, 01' 

ChUl'chill Ri '.er, latitude 55. ;:; j. nurth, longitude 1O:)~ 
w!,!st. It WilS, inckcrl, with soc:" difficulty, that he 
could induce them to trade with him, but he at length 
procured as many furs as hi" U1\10C3 could carry. In 
this perilous expedition he sustained every kind of 
hardship inciclell'( to a jou1'lley through a wild and sa
vage country, where hi" subsistence depended (!11 what 
the wood~ and tile waters produced. These di;Iict:.!
lies, nevertheless, did llut di'3couragc him [\'Om rttlirn
ii}:5 in the fullowing; year, whcn he was Cq1.li'.lly success
ful. He then sent his brother to explore th·.:: CUt:lh:'Y 

~cill L:rhet' wc~t, WllO 'p~nell'"l';d AS far. ,Vi tL'" lake 
Bz 
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of Isle a la Croisse, in latitude 55. 26. north, and lon
gitude 108. west. 

He, however, never after wintered among the IncH
ans, though he retained a large interest in the trade, 
and a principal share in the directing of it till the year 
1798, when he retired to enjoy the fruits of his la
bours; and, by his hospi-tality, became known to eyery 
respectable btl'anger who visited Canada. 

The success ofthis gentleman induced others to fol
low his example, and in the spring of the year 1778, 
some of the traders on the Saskatchiwine River, find
ing they bad a quantity of goods to spare, agreed to 
put tJl'~lll into a joint stock, and gave the charge and 
manaD'ement of them to Mr. Peter Pond, who, in four 
CQnoc~, '1':,8 directed to enter tbe English Rin:r, so 
c!.lled by MI'. Frobisher, to follow his track and pro
ceed still further; if possible, to Athabasca, a country 
hitherto unknown but from Indian report. In this ell
terprize he at length succeeded, and pitched his tent 
on the banks of the Elk River, br him erroneously cal
led the Athabasca River, about forty miles from the 
Lake of the Hills, into which it empties itself. 

Here he passed the winter of 177 8-9; saw a vast 
concourse of the Kni~teneaux and Chepewyan tribes, 
who mell to carry their furs annually to Churchill; 
the ktter by the barren grounds, where they suffered 
innumerable hardships, and were sometimes even 
starved to death. The former followed the course of 
the lakes and rivers, through a country that abound
ed in animals, and where there was plenty of fish: but 
though they did not suffer from want of food, the into
lerable fatigue of such a journey could not be easily re
paid to an' Indian; they were, therefore, highly grati
fied by seeing people come to theil' country to relieve 
them from such long, toilsome, dnd dangerolls jour
nies; and were immediately reconciled to give an ad
vanced prlv: for the articles necessary to their com
fort a[;(~ convenience. Mr. Pond's reception and suc
ces:, w~.s accordingly beyond his expectation; and he 
procured t\\ ice as many fl~rs as his canoes would carry. 
They al~o supplied him with as much provision as h'~ 



General History oj the Fur Trade. 19 

required dming his residence among them, and st~ffi
cient for his homeward voyage. Such of the furs as he 
could not embark, he secured in one of his winter huts, 
and they were found the fOllowing season in the same 
state in which he left them. 

These, however, were but partial advantages, and 
could not prevent the people of Canada frol11 seeing the 
impropet' conduct of some of theit, associates, which 
rendered it dangerous to remain any long-et' among the 
the natives. Most of them who passed the winter at 
the Saskatchiwine, got to the Eagle hills, where, in 
the spring of the year 1780, a few days previous to 
their intended departure, a large band of Indians being 
engaged in drinking about their houses, one of the tra
ders, to ease himself of the troublesome importunities 
of a native, gave him a dose of laudanum in a glass of 
grog, which effectually prevented him from giv
ing further trouble to anyone, by setting him asleep 
fOI' ever. This accident produced a fray, in which one 
of the traders, and several of the men were killed, 
while the rest had no other way to save themselves but 
by a precipitate flight, abandoning a considerable quan
tity of goods, and near half the furs which theX had col
lected during the winter and the spring. 

About the same time, two of the establishments OR 
the Assiniboin river, were attacked with less justice, 
when several white men, and a great number of Indi
ans were killed. In short, it appeared that the na
tives had fOI'med a resolution to extirpate the traders; 
and, without entering into any further reasonings on 
the subject, it appears to be incontrovertible, that the 
irregularity pursued in carrying on the trade has 
brought it into its present forlorn situation; and nothing 
but the greatest calamity that could have befallen the 
natives, saved the traders from destruction: this was 
the small pox, which spread its destructive and deso
lating power, as the fire consumes the dlT grass of the 
field. The fatal infection spread around with a bane
ful rapidity which no flight could escape, and with a fa
tal effect that nothing could resist. It de"troyed with 
its pestilential breath whole families aml tribes; and 
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the horrid scene p;',',~:nted to tho';c: who h;td the me~ 
lancholyand affiictin,s 0PPOI'tUll:ty of bC:lolding it, a 
combination of the dead, the dying, and such as, to 
'cc'-nid the: horrid fa.te of their fri'~r,cls around them, 
prepwe(j to disappoint the pb2;~lE; of its prey, by ter-
minating their own e:-,:;s'-~ll(.e. , 

The habits and li';cs of tho~,e devoted people, "'lHch 
pl'o\'idecl not to-dz.y for the w((Db or to-monow, must 
have heightened the pains of such an afdiction" by 
leaving; them not od)' without remedy, but even ''",It?
out alleviation, Nought was left them but to submIt 111 

agony' ,md despair. 
To aggravate the pictur(', if aggravation were pos

sible, may be added, the putrid Cal'cases which the 
wolves, with a furiou,> voracity, dragged forth from 
the huts, 01' which wel'e mangled within them by the 
dogs, \\'ho'>c In: 11 i;'e 1 was satisfied with the disfigm'ed 
remains of their masters. Nor w"s it uncommon for 
the father of a family, whom U~e infection had not 
reached, to call them around him, to represent the 
cruel sufferings and horrid fuk of their relations, fron1. 
the influence of some evil spirit who was preparing to 
extirpate theil' race; and to incite them to baffle death, 
with all . its horrors, by their own poniards. At the 
same time, if their heEts failed them in this necessa
ry act, he was himself ready to perform the deed of 
mercy with his 0-.':;.', hand, as the last act of his affec
tion, and instantly t? follow them to the common place 
of rest and reL;-,'e 1l'OIl human tc',il. 

It was nevel:- satisfactOl'ily ascertained by what 
means this 1:1atignant disorder '.\'[lS introduced, but it 
was genel'ally supposed to be from the lVlissisouri, by 
a war party. 

The consequence of this melancholr event to the 
ll'?-der~ must be sdf-eyident; the means of disposing 
or thcll' goods were cut off; anel no furs were obtain
ed, but SHch as had been gathered froul the lwbitations 
o,f the deceased l.ndians, which could not be very con
sidcrable: nor did they look, from the lo~scs of the 
PI'I:.,,-,nt ):ear, with any encouragll1g expectations to 
tiwse whIch \'1';;1'e to corne. The only fortun(lte peo-
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pIe consisted of a party who had again penetrated to 
the northward and westward in 1 i 80, at some dis
tance up the Mis~inipi, or English River, to Lake la 
Rouge. Two unfortunate circumstances, however, 
ho:.ppened to them; ,,"hich are as follow: 

Mr. Wadin, a Swiss gentleman, of strict probity 
and known sobriety, had gone there in the yeal' 1779, 
and remained during the SUl'nmer 1780. His partners 
and others, engaged in an opposite interest, when at 
the Grande Portage, agreed to send a quantity of goods 
on their joint account, which wa5,accepted, and Mr. 
Pond was proposed by them to be their representa
ti","e to act in conjunction with Mr. \Nadin. 1',1'0 mell, 
()f more opposite char<.tcters, could not, perhaps, have 
been found. In short, from various causes, their situ
ations became very encomfortable lo each other, and 
mutual ill will was the natul'al COl1seql1c:nce: without 
entering;, therefore, ii,to a minute history of these 
transactions, it will be sufficient to observe, that, :otbout 
the end of the year 1780, or the beginning of the yea~' 
1781, 1\'11-. 'Yudin had received Mr. Pond nnd one of 
his ovm clerks to dinner; and, in the course of the 
night, the formel' was shot through the lowel' part of 
the thigh, when It was said lhat he expil'edfrom the loss 
of blood and was buried next morning at eight o'clock. 
Mr. Pond and the clerk were tried f01' this murder at 
Montreal, and acquitted: nevertheless, their innocence 
was not so apparent as to extinguish the original 
suspicion. 

The other circumstance was this, In the spring of 
the year, 1\11'. Pond sent the abovementioned clerk to 
meet the Indians from the northward, who used to go 
annually to Hudson's Bay; when he easily persuaded 
them to trade with him, and return back, that they 
might not take the contagion which had depopulated 
the countl'y to the east-ward of them: but most unfor
tunately they caught it here, and carried it with them, 
to the destruction of themselves and the neighbouring 
tribes. 

The country being thus depopulated, tae traders and 
their friends from Canada, who, from various causes 
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already mentioned, were very muc~l reduced in num
ber, became confined to two parties, who began to 
think seriously of making permanent establishnH::~lts 
on the Missinipi river, and at Athabasca; for which 
purpose, in 1781-2, they selected their best canoe-men, 
being ignorant that the small-pox penetr~ted. that way. 
The most expeditious party got only 111 time to the 
Portage la Loche, or Mithy-Ouinigam, which div~des 
the waters of the Missinipi from those that fall 111to 
the Elk river, to dispatch one canoe strong handed, 
and light loaded, to that country; but, on their arrival 
there, they iound, in every direction, the ravages of 
the small-pox; so that from the great diminution of the 
natives, they returned in the spring with no more than 
seven packages of beaver. The strong woods and 
mountainous countries afforded a refuge to those who 
fled from the contagion of the pbins; but they were so 
alarmed at the surrounding destruction, that they a
voided the traders, and were dispiritc;d f!"Om hunting, 
except for their subsistence. The traders, however, 
who returned into the countl'y in the year 1782-::: found 
the inhabitants in some sort of tranquillity, and more 
numerous than they had reason to eXl)ect, so that their 
success was proportionably better. 

During the winter of 1783-4, the merchallts .of Ca
nada, engaged in this trade, formed a junction of in
terests, under the name of the North-vVest Company, 
and divilled it into sixteen shares, without depositing 
any capital; each party furnishing a proportion or 
quota of such articles as were necessary to caay on 
the trade: the respective parties agreeing to satisfy 
the friends they had in the country, who were not ,pro
vided for, according to this agreement, out of the pro
portions which they held. The management of the 
whole was accordingly entrusted to Messrs. Benjamin 
and Joseph Frobisher, and Mr. Simon M'Tavish, two 
distinct housc$, who had the greatest interest and infiu
en.ce in t~e country, 'and for which they were to re
ceIve a stipulated commission in all transactions. 

In the spring, two of those gentlemen went to the 
Grande Portage with their credentials) which were 
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confirmed and ratified by all the parties hayiri.g an op
tion, except :'11'. Peter Pond, who was not satisfied 
with the share allotted him. Accordingly he and an
other gentleman, Mr. Peter Pangman, who had a I'it,ht 
to be a partner, hut for whom no provision had been 
made, came to Canada, with a determination to return 
to the country, if they could find any persons to join 
them, and giye their scheme a proper support. 

The traders in the country, and merchants at l\Ion
trcal, thus entered into a co-partnership, which, by 
these means, was consolidated and directed by able 
men, who, from the powers with which they were en
trusted, could carryon the trade to the utmost extent 
it would bear. The traders in the country, therefore, 
ha\-ing every reason to expect that their past and fu
ture labours would be recompensed, forgot all their 
former animosities, and engaged with the utmost spirit 
and activity, to forward the general interest; so that, 
in the following year, they met their agents at the 
Grande Portage, with their canoes laden with rich furs 
from the different parls of that immense tract of coun
try. But this satisfaction was not to be enjoyed without 
some interruption; and they were mortified to find 
tipt 1',h. Pangman had prevailed on Messrs. Gregory 
and Macleod to join him, and gin; him their support 
ill t:1C business, though deserted by Mr, Pond, who ac
ccpted the terms offered by his ;orml'l' associate'>. 

in the c Junting house of ]\"11'. Gregory I had bcen 
fin; years; and at thiS period had left him, with a 
SDlJ.1l adventure of goods, with whic;1 he hac! entruskd 
me, to Eeell: my fOl'tune at Detroit. He, without any 
solicitation on my part, had procured an insertion in 
the agreement, t[~C\t I should be adm.ittec! a partner in 
this business, on condition that I would proceell to the 
Indian country ill the following spring, 1 i8s. His 
partner came to Deb'oil to make me such a ;Jroposition. 
I r::ldily assented to it, and immediatdy proctc(led to 
the Grand Portage, v,cre I joined my associates. 

'1/" e now found that, independent of tllf, natural 
difticuitits of the undertaking', we should have to e:1-
counter every other Y:;1ich tl~ey, who were already in 



24 General 1118tor1) of the Fur Trade. 

possession of the trade of the country, could throw iJi 
Olli' way, and which theil' circumst::llct-S enaLlt:~ them 
to co, Nor 0i.J they doubt, from thel!, own supcl'lor c):-

J)crience a3 well as that of their cl~,k5 and men, with 
, d' . 1 ~' their local knowledge of the country an its m.laultants, 

that they s;lOulcl 50011 comp..::! us t~ leave ~he .country 
to the:n, The event, howe\'el', clui not jHstlfy thell' 
expectations; for, after the severest stl'ug'gle eyer 
1010\\'11 in that part of the world, and suflering every 
oppreccion \1 hi;:h a jcaluus and I·iyal spirit could iu
stigate ; :lr;"~l' the murder of one our partners, the lam
ing of anoth(;r, ~nd the narrow escape. of one of our 
clerks, who received ,t bullet through 1115 powder horn, 
in the execution of his duty, they were compelled to 
allow us a' share of the trade. As we had already 
incurred a loss, this union was in every respect, a de
sirable event to us, and was concluded in the month 
of. July 1787. 

This commercial establishment was now founded on 
a more solid basis than any hitherto known in the coun
try; and it not only continued in full force, vigour, 
and prosperity, in spite of ail interference from Cana
da, but maintaineelat least an equal share of advantage 
with the Hudson's-Bay Company, notwithstanding the 
superiority oftheir local situation, The following ac
count of this self-erected concern will manifest the 
caU5e of its success. 

It assumed the title of the North-\Vest Company, 
auel was no more than an association of commercial 
men, agreeing amonti themselves to carryon the fUl' 
trade, unconnected 'with any other business, though 
many of the parties engaged had extensive concerns 
altogether foreign to it. It inay be said to haye been 
supported elltirely upon credit; for, whether the ca
pit,ll beionge~ to the proprietor, or was borrowed, it 
eqllally bore mterest, for which the association was 
annually accountable. It consisted C'f twenty shares, 
unequally divided among the persons concerned. Of 
these a certain proportion was held by the people who 
managed the business in Canada, and Were styled 
agents [or the Company. Their duty was to i l11port 
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the necessary goods from England, store them at their 
own expence at Montreal, get them made up into the 
articles suited to the trade, pack and forward thel'l1, and 
supply the cash that might be wanting for the outfits; 
for which they received, independent of the profit on 
their shares, a commission on the amount of the 
accounts, which they were obliged to make out an
nually, and keep the adventure of each year distinct. 
Two of them went annually to the Grande Portage, to 
manage and transact the business there, and on the 
communication at Detroit, Michilimakinac, St. Mary's, 
and at Montreal, where they received stOl"CS, packed 
up, and shipped the company's furs for England, on 
which they had also a small commission. The re
maining shares were held by the proprietors, who 
were obliged to winter and manage the business of the 
cancel'll with the Indians, and their re;spective clerks, 
&c. They were not !;upposed to be under any obli
gation to fUl'nish capital, or even credit. If they ob
tained any captital by the trade, it was to remain in 
the hands of the agents; for which they were allowed 
intel'est. Some of them, frbm theil' long services and 
influence, held double shares, and were allowed to re
tire from the business at any period of the existing 
concern, with one of those shares, naming any young 
man in the company's service to succeed him ill the 
other. Seniority and merit were, however, consider
ed as affording a claim to the succession, which, ne
vertheless, could not be disposed of without the con
currence of the majority of the concern,; who, at the 
same time, relieved the seceding person from ,any res
ponsibility respecting the share that he transferred, 
and accounted for it accordin'" to the annual value or 
rate of the property; so that the seller could have 
no advantage but that of getting the share Gf stock 
which he retained realised, and receiving for the 
tmnsferred share what was fairly determined to be 
the wurth <if it,. The former was also discharged from 
all duty, and became a dormant partner. Thus, all 
the young men who were not provided for at the be
ginning of the contract, succeeded in succession to 

C 
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the charracter and advantages of partners. TlIey en
tered into the company's servin; for five 01' se\-en 
years, under such expectations, and their reasonable 
prospects were seldom disappointed: there were, indee?, 
instances when they succeeded to shares, \)I::fore then' 
apprenticeship was expired, and it frequently happen_
eel that they were provided for while they were in a 
state of articled clerkship. Shares wert! transferable 
only to the concern at large, as no person could be 
admitteel as a partner who had not sern:d his time to 
the trade. The dormant partner indeed might dis
pose of his interest to anyone he chose, but if the 
transaction was not acknowledged by his associates, 
the purchaser could not be considered as his agent or 
attorney. Every share had a vote, and two-thirds for
med a majority. This regular and equitable mode of 
providing fo\' the clerks of the company, excited a 
spirit of emulation in the discharge of their various 
duties, and in fact, made every agent a principal, who 
perceived his own prosperity to be immediately con
nected with that of his employers. Indeed, without 
such a spirit, such a trade could not have become so 
extended and advantageous, as it has been and now is. 

In 1788, the gross amount of the adventure for the 
year did not exceed forty thousand pounds, if but by 
tne exertion, enterprize, and industry of the proprie
tors, it wa5 brought in eleven years to tripk that amount 
and up\\"arcls ; yielding proportionate profits, and sur
passing, in short, any thing known in America. 

Such, therefore, being the prosperous state of the 
company, it yery naturally tempted others to interfere 
with the concern in a manner by no means beneficial 
to the company, and commonly ruinous to the under
takers. 

In 1798 the concern umlerwent a new iorm, the 
shares were increased to forty-six, new partners being 
admitted, aud others retiring. This period was the 
termination of the company, which was not renewed 

... This mi~ht .be propC'r1r caUed the stock of the ·company, as it included with th<"' 
expenulture \.l.t the year, tile amount of the property unexpended, which 'had been 
l];pnljl1\Jted tor tht:::: adventure of thilt ye;tr, and wai earned on tv the accQ\lnt (){ 

U1tl l'-lhU\'!'IUg ,1uvC'llturc. 
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by all the parties concerned in it, the majority con
tinuing to act upon the old stock, and under the,old firm; 
the othet's ber;inning a new one; and it now remains 
to be decided, whether two parties, uncleI' the same 
regulations and by the same exertions, though unequal 
fa number, can continue. to carryon the business 
to a successful issue. The contrary opinion has been 
held, which, if vet'ified, w ii I make it th(; interest of the 
parties again to coalesce; for neither is deficient in 
(;apital to support tlH::ir obstinacy in a losing trade, as 
it is not to be supposed that either will yield on any 
oth.::r terms than perpetual pnticipation. 

It will not be superfluouo in this place, to explain 
the general mode of ca1'l'ying on the fur trade. • 

The agents are obliged to order the necessary goods 
from England in the month of October, eighteen 
months bdore they can lea\-e lVlontreal; that is, they 
at'e not shipped from London until the spring follow
ing, when they ani,-e in Canada in the summet'. In 
the course of the following winter they are made up 
into such articles as are required for the savages; they 
are then packed into parcels of l1lnety pounds weight 
each, but cannot be Sl:nt from Montreal until the May 
following; so that they do not get to market until the 
ensuing winter, when they are exchanged for furs, 
which come to Montreal the next fall, and from thence 
are shipped, chieHy to Lonclon, where they are not 
solel or paid for before the succeeding spring, or 
cvell as late as June; which is forty-t\'\o months af
ter the goods were ordered in Canada; thirty six: aftei 
they had been shipped f!'Om Eng'land and t1', enty
fOUl' after they had been forwarded from Montreal; '. 
so that the merchant, allowing that he has twei'll' 
months credit, does not rccei\-e a return to pay for 

... Thi::i will be better illustrakll by the fullowmg ~t.:ltemcnt: 
\\o',~ will suppo::.c the goous for 17~~ . .. 

'rile orders for lhe goods are sent to this country 23th Oct. 170f1 
Th'~y are shipped from London . ~ - ~ - - MardI 17~(j 
Th,,'\' ~l.rrive In Muntreal - - - - - - - - - - - - JU1~e liS,· 
"1,1';>' are madc up in the course of that summer .lud wtnlCi. 
Tn'..!)' are ~":lIt from Montreal - - - - - - - - - ... f"" ... May 1793 
Tlle.'-' arnve in the Indian country, and are exchanged for furs the lollowlng 

wmter .. .. .. _ _ .. _ .. .. _ .. .." - .. -. 179H·~ 

Which fUrs come to Montreal .. .. .. .. .. .. _.. s'::Ft. 17~ 
An'l :are shipped for Lonoon, where the) are sold in l\hrLll and. \ .;iI, JllO paId 

(vr in MJj or June .. .. .. .. .. U;OIJ 
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those goods, and the necessary expenses attending 
them, which is about equal to the value of the goods 
themselves, until two years after they are considered 
ns cash, which m'lkes this a yt:!ry heavy business. 
There is cven a small porportion of it that requircs 
twelve months longer to bdng round the payment, ow~ 
ing to the immense distance it is carricd, and from the 
Ehortness of t:1C seasons, '."hich prevents the fUI's, eyen 
after they are collected, from coming out of the coun
try for that period. 

The articles necessary for this trade, are coarse 
woollen cloths of different kinds; milled blankets of 
different sizes; arms and ammunition; twist and car
rot tobacco; .Manchester goods; lin~ns and coarse 
sheetings; thread, lines and t\I,-iIle ; common hardware; 
cutlery and ironmongery of s:evenll descriptiens ; ket
tles of brass and copper, and sheet-iJ'On ; silk and cot
ton handkcrchiefh ; hats, shoes and hose; callicoes and 
printed cottons, &c. &c. &c. Spirituous liquors and 
provi~ions are purchased in Canada. Thes~, and the 
expense of transport to and from the Indian country, 
including wages to clerks, interpreters, guides, and 
canoe-men, with the expense of making up the goods 
for the market, form about half the annual amount 
a.gainst the adventure. 

This expenditure in Canada ultimately tends to the 
encom'agement of British manufactory, for those who 
are employed in the different branches e [this busi ness, 
are enabled by their gains to purchase such British 
articles as they must otherwise forego. 
_ The pl:oduce of the year. of which J am now speak
mg, conSisted of the followmg furs and peltries: 
106,000 Bearer skins, 6000 Lynx skins, 

2100 Bear skins, 600 Vvoh-crine skins, 
1500 Fox skins, 16 j 0 Fisher skins, 
4000 Kitt Fox skins, 100 Rackoon ~kins, 
4600 Otter skins, 3800 'Volf skins, 

17,000 Musquash skins, 700 Elk skins, 
32,000 Marten skins, 750 Deer skins, 

1800 Mink skins, 1200 Do. dressed. 
500 Buffalo robes, and a qUiUiltity of t,;astorum. 
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Of tIvest: were diverted from the British market, 
Lt:ing sent through the United States to China, 13,364 
~kil1s, i}IlC beaver, weit!,'hing; 19,283 pounds; 1250 fine 
ottel's, and 1'7~ 4 kitt faxes. They would have found 
theii" way to th~ China market at any rate, but this 
deviation frolll the British channels arose from the fol
to,,-ing cii~cnn1~ta;lce : 

.-\11 adH.nture of thls kind \Va'i undertaken by a res
pecL~L:)k h,luse in London, half concerned with the 
~orth- ,Vest COJ11\h\l1Y, in tilC year 1792. The furs were 
ofthe best kind, ancl suitable to the market; ancl the ad
venturers continued this conllection for five successive 
years, to tLt: annual mnol;nt of forty thousand pounds. 
At the winclmg up of the concern of 1792, 1793, 1794., 
1795,in t:IC year 1797, (the arh'enture of 1796 notbe
ing included, as the furs wcre not sent to China, but dis·, 
poscd of in London) tbe North- \Vest Company expe
rienced a 105s of upwanls of L. 40,000 (their half) which 
was principally owing to the diftkulty of getting home 
the produce IlJ'ocured in return for the furs from Chi
na, in the East lndiu Company's ships, tog'ether with 
the duty payal>lc, and the various restrictions of that 
company. vVhereas, from America there are no im
pediments; they get immediately to market, and the 
produce of them is brought back, and perhaps sold in the 
course of twelve months. From such advantages the 
furs of Canada will no doubt find their way to China 
by America, which would not be the case if British 
subjects had the same privileges that are allowed to 
foreigners, as· London would then be found the best 
and safest market. 

But to return to our principal subject. \Ve shall 
now proceed to consider the number of men employ
ed in the concern: viz. fifty clerks, seventy-one interG 

preters and clerks, one thousand one hundred amI 
twenty canoe-men, and thirty-five guides. Of these, 
five clerks, eighteen g'uides, three hundl'ed and fifty ca
noe-men were employed for the summer season in going 
from Montreal to the Grand Portage, in canoes, part 
of wItom proceeded from thence to Rainy Lak.e: a!> 
will be hereafter explained, and are called Pork-eaters, 

C2 
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or Goers and Comers. These were hired in Canada 
or Montreal, and were absent from the 1st of May till 
the latter end of September. For this trip the guides 
had from eight hundred to a thousand livl'es, and a 
limitable equipment; the foreman and steersman from 
four to six hundred livres, the middlemen from two 
hundred and fifty to three hundred and fifty livres, 
with an equipment of one blanket, one shirt, and one 
pair of trowsers; and were maintained during that 
period at the expense of their employers. Indepen
dent of their wa2"es, they were allowed to traffic, and 
many of them :arnccl to the amount of tbeir >"ages. 
About one third of these went to winter, and had more 
than double the above wages and equipment. All the 
winterers were hired by the year, and sometimes for 
three yelllrs; and of the clerks many were apprentices, 
who were generally engaged for five or seven years, 
for which they had only one hundred pounds, provi
sion ,md clothing. Such of them who could not be 
provided for as partners, at the e:qJil'ation of this time, 
were allowed from one hundred pounds tothree hundred 
pounds per annum, with all necessaries, till provision 
was made for them. Those who acted in the two-fold 
«:apacity of clerk and interpreter, or were so denomin
ated, had no other expectation than the payment of 
wages to the amount of from one thousand to four thou
sand livres per annum, with clothing and provisions. 
The guides, who are a very useful set of men, acted 
~lso in the additional capacity of interpreters, and had 
a stated quantity of goods, considered as sufficient for 
their wants, their wages being from one to three thou-
1!and livres. The canOt:-men are of two descriptions, 
-foremen and steermen, and middlemen. The two fil'st 
were allowed annually one thousand two hundred, and 
~nd latter four hunch'ed, livres each. The first class 
had what is called an equipment, consisting of twa 
blankets, two shirts, two pair of trowsers, two ,hand
kerchiefs, fourteen pounds of carrot tobacco, and some 
trifling articles. The latter had ten poundr:. of tobac
(0, and all the other articles: those are called North 
;.len: or 'Yin,erers; '1m1 to the l.-st class of IJeople 
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were attached upwards of seven hundred Indian wo~ 
men and children, victualled at the expense of the 
company. 

This first dass of people are hired in Montreal fivfI 
months before they set out, and receive their equip~ 
ment, and Onti third of their wages in advance; lfnd 
an adequate idea of the labour they undergo may be 
formed from the following account of the country 
through which they pass, and their mannerofpl'uceeding. 

The necessary number of canoes being plll'cha~ed, 
at about three hundred li'i['cs ea'ch, the good~ fonned 
into packages, and the lakes and riyer:; free of ice, 
which they usually are 'in the beginning of May, they 
are then dispatched from La Chine, eight miles above 
Montreal, with eight or ten men in each canoe, and 
their baggage; and sixty-fi\e packages of goods, six 
hundred weight of biscuit, two hundred weight of pork, 
three bushels of pease, fOl,the men's provision; two 
oil cloths to cover the goods, a sail &c. an axe, a tow
ing line, a kettle, and a sponge to bailout the water, 
with a quantity of gum, bark, and watape, to repair 
the vessd. An :European, on seeing one of these 
slendel' v\:!sseJs thus laden, heaped up, and !lunk with 
her gunwale within six inches of the water, would think 
his fate inevitable in such a boat, when he reflected on 
the nature of her voyage; but the Canadians are so 
expert, that few accidents happen. 

Leaving La Chine, they proceed to St. Ann's, with
in two miles of the western extremity of the i~land 
of Montreal, the lake of the two mountains being in 
sight, which may be termed the commencement of the 
Utawas Rirer. At the I'apid of St. Ann they are obli
ged to tukt out part, if not the whole of their lading. 
It is from this spot that the CanadiaRs considtr they 
take their dtlparture, as it possesses the last church on 
the island, which is dedicated to tht; tutelar saint of 
voyages, 

The lal~e ofthe two mountains is about twenty mile,> 
long, but not more than three ";ide, and ~urrounded 
by cultivated fields, except the Seignory belonging to 
the clergy, though nomiually in pOl:)session of tht two 
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tl'ji;ts of Iroquois and Algonquins, whose vilJag.e is 
situated on a delightful point of land unclel' the hills, 
which, by the title of mountains, gi\:e a na~e to the 
Jake. Near the extremity of the pomt their church 
is built, which eli vic1es the village in two parts, fOl'l11-

ing a regular angle along the w[~ter side. On the east 
is the station of the Algonqullls, and on the west, 
one of the Iroquoi >, consisting in all of about fi I'C hUll

tired warrriors. Each party has its missionary, ami 
eli vine worship is performed according to the rites of 
the Roman Catholic rdigion, in theil' l'eq;ec1ive Ian
g',afics, in the same church: and so assid;;)u~ lH:vc 
their pastors been, tliat these people have [,'ceil m
structell in reading and writing in theil' own lan:o';u[;C, 
and are better instructed than the Canadian illh,dJi
iar,ts of the country of the lower ranks: but m,t', ith
standing these <).(hantages, and though the eSbblish
rnent is nearly coent! with the coloniz~,tion of the 
COlmtry, they do not advance towards a state of civili
zation, but retain their ancient habits, language, and 
enstomS', and are becoming every clay more depraved, 
indigent, and insignificant. The country around them, 
though very capable of cultivation, presents only a few 
miserable patches of ground, sown by the women with 
maize and vegethbles. During the winter season, they 
leave their habitations, and pious pastors, to follow the 
chace, accortling to the custom of their forefathers. 
SUC? is, indeed, the state of all the villages near the 
cultivated parts of Canada. But we shall now leave 
,1,:,11 to proceed on our voyage. 

At the end of the lake the watcl' contracts into the 
Utawas river, which after a conrse of fiteen miles, is 
interruptell by a succession of rapids and cascades fut' 
upwards of ten miles; at the foot of which, the Cana
dian seignoires krminate; and all above them waste 
hud, till the conclusion of the American war, when 
they were surveyed by order of government, and 
gra~lted to the olftccrs and men of the eightr-fourth 
regllnent, when reduced; but principally to the for
mel', and cOllsequently little inhabited, though very 
cilpable of cultivation. 
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The voyagers are frequently obliged to unload their 
t:anoes, and cauy the goods UiJon their back';, or ra
thel' suspended in slings from their heac\s. Ear h man's 
ordiml.l'Y load is two packages, though some carry 
three. Here the canoe is towed by a 8t1'on6 line. 
Th.:re are some places where the ground will not ad
mit of their carrying the whole; they then make two 
trips, that is, leaye half their l:lding, and go and land 
it at the distance I'equired; and then return for th::..t 
which was left. In t;lis di5t,mce al e three, carrying
places, the length of \\ hich depends in a great mea
sure upon th~ state of the water, whdher higher 01' 

lower; fl'om the last of these, the river is about a mile 
and an haif wide, and' ha9 a 'regular current for about 
sixty miles, when it ends at the first Portage de Chau
dier, where the, body of water falls twenty-five feet, 
over Cl'agged, eY..cavated rocks., in a most wild, roman
tic manner. At a snull distance below, the river Ri
deau on the left, [J.!ling over a perpendicular rocl~, near 
forty. feet high, in one sheet, assllming the appearance 
of a curtain; and fl'om which circumstance it derives 
its name. To this extent the lands have been survey
ed, as before observed, and are very fit for culture. 
:Many loyalists are settled upon the river Rideau, and 
have, I am toLd, tl1l'iving plantatioD5. Some Ameri
can families, preferring the British territory, bave al
so established themselves along a rivel' on the opposite 
side, where the soil is excellent. NOl' do I think the: 
flel iod is far distant, when the lands will become set
tled from this vicinity to Montreal. 

Over this portage, which is six hundred and forty
three paces long, the canoe and all the lading is cal'l'ied. 
The rock is so steep and difficult of access, that it re
quires twelve men to tak., the canoe out of the water: 
it is then clL',Tied by six men, two at each end on the: 
same side, and t',\'O under the oppositl.! gunwale in the 
middle. From hence to the nex.!: i5 but a short dis
tance, in which they make tv;otl'ips to the second Por
tage de Chaudiere, which is seven hundred paces, to 
carry the lading alone. From hence to the next and 
la~t Cha.udiere, or Porta~e deli Chenes is about sil{. 
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miles, with a very srton~ cUt'l'ent, where the goods are 
carried seven hundred and forty paces; the canoe be
ing- towed up by the line, when the water is no~ ve~y 
hi;;'h.\Ve now enter Lac des Chaudieres, whIch IS 

CO~llplltecl to be thirty miles in length. Though it is 
called a lake, there is a strong draught downwards, and, 
its breadth is from two to four miles. At the end 01 
this is the Portage des Chats, over which the canoe and 
hdii1 S arc! carri~d two hundred and f;eventy-four pa
.:es; al,d very difficult it is for the former. The ri-
\'t:r is here barred by a ridge of black rocks, rising 
in piJlllacles and cm'ered with wood, which, from the 
small quantity of soil that nourishes, it, is low and 
~,t'lll ted. The river finds its way over and through these 
rocks, in numerous channels, falling fifteen feet and 
upwards. From hence two trips are made through 
a sel'pentine channel, formed by the rocks, for several 
miles, when tbe current slackens, and is arcorllingly 
('ailed the Lake des Chats. At the channels of the 
grand Calumet, which are computed to be at the dis
tance of eightt:en miles, the current recovers its strength, 
anel proceeds to the Portage Dufort, which is two hun
dr(ld ~.nd forty-fiye paces long; over which the canoe 
and baggag;e are transporttd. From hence the current 
becomes lIlure rapid, and requires ~wo trips to the De
Charge de~ Subks, " were the goods are carried one hun. 
dred and thirty-five paces, and the co,noe towed. Then 
follows the Mountain Portage, were the canoe and lad
ing nre al~o carried three hundred and eighty-fin; paces; 
then to the Dtcharge of the Deri~e, where the "'oDds 
are carried t\\'o hundred and fifty paces; a;;d ti~ence 
to tht grand Calumet. This is the longest calTyinQ"
place in the river, and is about two thollsand and thi";.. 
ty-five paces. It is a high hill or mountain. 1'1'01:' 
tae ,;!pper part of this Portage the current is steady, 
and IS only a branch of the Utawas River, whichjoin5 
the mai~ channel, that keeps a more southern course. 
at the dIstance of twdve computed leagues. Six lea. 
gues further it forms Lake Coulonge, which is about 

• The pl.tcc were the gOOdi alolle "11'::- carried, is called a Dec~,11 g~, J.nd that wh~"~ 
~)()ds 1IHJ 1..ITlVt.~ a. c :)()tl.l. trJn)puflt:u o\'trl.mJ, ~ aenVWlltolttd a f~.,...u ~~. 
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four leagues in length: from thence it proceeds through 
the channels of the Allumettcs to the Dc'charg'c, where 
part of the lading is taken ont, and carried three hun
dred and forty-two paces. Then succeeds the POl'tage 
des Allumettes, which is but twenty-:five paces, on r a 
rock difficult of access, and but a very short distancc 
from the Decharge. From Portage de Chenes to this 
spot, is a fine deel'-hnnting country, and the land in 
many parts very fit for cultivation. From hence the 
river spl'eads wide, and is full of islands, with some 
current for sel'en leagues, to the beg'inning of Jiil'iere 
Creuse, or Deep River, which runs in the form of a ca
nal, about a mile and a half wide, for about thirty-six 
miles; bounded upon the north by very high rocks, 
with low land on the south, and sanely; it is intercepted 
again by falls and cataracts, so that the Portages of the 
two Joachins almost join. The first is nine hundred 
and twenty-six paces, the next seven hundred and 
twenty, and both very bad r9ads. From hence it 
is a steady cut'l'ent of nine m'lles to the River du Moine, 
where there has generally been a trading-house; the 
stream then becomes strong for four leagues, when a 
rapid succeeds which requires two trips. A little way 
onward is the Decharge, and close to it the Portage 
of the Roche Capitaine, seven hundJ'ed and ninety-se
ven paces in length. From hence two trips are made 
through a narrow channel of the Roche Capitaine, made 
by an island four miles in length. A strong cmrent 
now succeeds, for about six leagues to the Portage of 
the two ri,'ers, which is about eight hundred amI twenty 
paces; from tlwnce it is three leagues-to the Decharge 
of the Trou, which is three hundred paces. Ncar ad
joining is the rapid of Levellier; from whence, includ
ing the rapids of Matawoen, where there is no carry
ing-place, it is about thil' ty-six miles to the forks of 
the same name; in the latitude 46i. north, and 
longitude 78i. west, and is at the computed dis
tance of four hundred miles from Montreal. At this 
place the Petite Riviere falls into the Utawas. The 
latter comes from a north-westerly direction, form
ing several lakes in its course. The principal of them 
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is lake Temescamang, were there has always been a 
trading post, which may be said to continue, by a suc
cession (i)f rivers and lakes, upwards of fifty leagues 
from the Forks, passing near the waters of the Lake Ab.
bitiuy, in latitude 48j-. which i~ received by lhe Moose 
RiYer, that empties itself into James Bay,. . . 

The Petite Hi\'iere takes a south-west Oll'ectlOn, I~ 
full of rapids and catal acts to its source, and is Dot more 
than I1'fteen leagues in length, in the course of \';hi~h 
are the following interruptions-The Portage (;f Plein 
Champ, three hUJ1(lred and nineteen P,ICCS; the De
chan-e of the RO'ie, one hundred and fOi'ty-five paces; 
the iJechal'ge of Campion, onro: hundred and eighty
four paces; the Portage ofthe Gi'Osse Roche, one hun
dred and fifty paces; the Portage of I'aresseux, four 
hundred and two paces; the Portage of Priarie, two 
hundred and eighty-seven paces; the Portage of La 
Cave, one hundred paces; Port"ge of Talon, two hun
dred and seventy-five paces; which, for its length, is 
the worst on the communiu,.tion; Portage Pin de 
Musique, four hundred and fifty-si:{ paces; next to this 
is Mau,is de Musi<!,clt', were many men have been 
crushed to death by the cano~ s, and others have:< re
ceived irrecoverable injurie". "fhe hot in this river 
is the Turtle Portage, eighty-th,c:e pace:s, on elltering 
the lake of that name, , .... here, ind'ceci, the riyt:!' may be 
said to take its source. At th", fi,·st vase from whence 
to the great river, the country has the appearance of 
having been over-run by fire, and consisti> in general 
of huge rocky hills. The distance of this Portage, 
which is the height of henel, between the waters of the 
St, Laurence and the Utawas, is one thousand five hun
dred and thil'teen paces to a small canal in a plain, 
that is just sufficient to carry the loaded canoe about 
one mile to the next vase, which is seven hundred and 
twenty-five paces, It \\ ould be twice this distance, 
but the narrow creek is dammed in the beaver fashion to 
float the ca1:oes ~o ~his balTier, through which they p~ss, 
when the nvlCl' IS JUs~ sufficient to bear them through 
a swamp of two mIles to the last vase, of one thou
sand and twenty-foul' paces in length. Though lhe 
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river is increased in this part, some care is necessary 
to avoid rocks and stumps oftrees. In about six miles 
is the lake Nepisingui, which is computed to be twelve 
leagues long, though the route of the canoes is some
thing more: it is about fifteen miles wide in the wi
dest part, and bounded with rocks. Its inhabitants 
consist ofthe remainder of a numerous converted tribe, 
called Nepisinguis ')f the Algonquin nation. Out of 
it flows the Riviere des Fran~ois, over rocks of a consi
derable height. In a bay to the east of this, the road 
leads over the Portage of the Chaudiere des Fran~ois, 
five hundred and forty-four paces, to still water. It 
must have acquil'ed the name of Kettle, from a great 
number of holes in the solid rock of a cylindrical form, 
and not unlike that culinal'Y utensil. They are obser
vable in many parts along strong bodies of water, and 
where, at certain seasons, and distinct periods, it is well 
known the water inundates; at the bottom of them are 
generaHy found a number of small stones and peb
bles. This circumstance justifies the conclusion, that 
at some former period these rocks formed the bed of 
a branch of the discharge of this lake, although some 
of.them are upwards of ten feet above the present level 
of the water at its greatest height. They are, indeed, 
to be seen along every great river throughout this wide 
extended country. The French river is very irregu
lar, both as to its breadth and fo.'m, and is so interspers
ed with islands, that in the whole course of it the 
banks are seldom visible, Of its various channels, 
that which is generally followed by the canoes is ob
structed by the following Portages, viz. des Pins, fifty
two paces; Feausille, thirty-six paces; Pari&ienne,one 
hundred paces. Recolet, forty-five paces; and the Petite 
Feausille, twenty-five paces. In sev(>ral parts there 
are guts or channels, where the water £OW5 with grc:tt 
velocity, which are not more than twice the breadth 
of a canoe. The dibta11ce of Lake Huron is estimated 
at twenty-five leagues, which this riY(;r enters in the 
latitude 45. 53. north, that is, at the point of land three 
or four miles witl,1in the lak.e. There is hhrdly It foot 
of soil to be seen from one end of the French rivtr to 

D 
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the other, its Innks con5isting of hills of entire rock, 
The coast of the I,J;e is the same but lower, backed 
at 50me distance by high lands. The course runs 
throuQ'h numerous islands to the north of west to the 
river 1:essalon, computed to be about fifty leagues from 
the French river, and which I found to be in latitude 
4.,6.12.21. north; and from thence crossing, from· 
island to island, the arm of the lake that receives the wa
ter of Lake Superior (which continues the same course) 
the route changes to the south of west ten leagues to 
the Detour passing the end of the island of St. Joseph, 
within six miles of the former place. On that island 
there has been a military e5taLIishment since the up
per posts were gi ven up to the Americans in the year 
1 'Y94; and is the westermost military position which 
we have in this country. It is a place of no trade, 
and the greater part, if not the whole of the Indians, 
come hel'e for no otheqmrpose but torecei\-e the presents 
which Ollr government annually allows them. They are 
from the American tenitory (except about thirty fa
milies, who. are the inhabitants of the lake from the 
French river, and of the Algonquin nation) and trade 
in their peltl'ies, as they used formerly to do at Michili. 
makino.c, but principally with the British sulljects. 
The Americans pay them very little attention, and tell 
them that they keep possession of their conntl'Y by right 
of conquest: that, as their brotherE, they will be friendi 
with them while they deserYe it; and that their tra
ders will bring them every kind of goods they require, 
which they Inay procure by their industry. 

OUt' commanders treat them in a very different man
Del', and, uncler the character of the representatin:s of 
their fathel'; (which parental title the native!; give to 
his pre~ent Majesty, the common father of all his peo
pie) pre3ent them ,,,ith such things as the actual state 
of their stores will allow. 

How far this COll(\uct, if continued, may, at a fu
ture exigency, keep these people in our interest, if 
they are even worthy of it, is not an object of my pre
s'~nt consideration: at the same time, I c<.tnnot avoid 
ixpl'e:isill:~' my perfect conviction, that it would not :_h~ 
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elf the least advantage to our pI'esent or future com
merce in that country, or to the people themselves; as 
it only tends to keep many of them in a state of idle
ness about our military establishments.. The ammu
nition which they receive is employed ~o kill game, in 
order to procure rum in return, though theil' familie!\ 
may be ill a starving conclilion: hence it is, that, in 
consequence of ~lothful and dissolute lives, their num
bers are in a very perceptible state of climunition. 

From the DetoUl' tG the island of MichilimackillJ.c, 
at the confluence of thtt lakes Huron and.lUichigml, in 
latitude 45. 54. north, is about forty miles. To keep 
the direct course to Lake Superior, the north shore 
from the river Tessalon, should be followed; crossing tel 
the north-west end of St. Joseph, and passing between 
it and the adjacent islands, which makes a distance of 
fifty miles to the fall of M. Mary, at the foot of which, 
upon the south shore, there is a village, forme!'l), a place 
of great resort fOl' the inhabitants of Lake Superior, 
and consequently of considerable trade: it is llm't 

,;however, dwindled to nothing, and reduced to about 
thirty families, of the Algonquin nation, who ·are 
one half of the year starving, and the other half in
toxicated, ancJ ten or twelve Canadians, who have been 
in the Indi::m country from an early period of life, ana 
intermarried with the natives, who have brought th'::;. 
families. Their inducement to settle there, W~l:i the 
great quantity of white fish that are to be taken in and 
about the falls, with very little twuble, p~l licJhdy h. 
the autumn, when that fish le':·,.e~; tl'e Lt:(e~, and 
comes tD the running and 5halJow \Y_ll~rj to "1:-.\\['. 
These, when salt can be procured, arc pickled Just C\~ 
the frost sets in, and prove HI Y g')od food with pol,-.
toe5, which they have of late cuitiro.tul wilh success: 
The natives live c:1iefly on this fish, which they hanr: 
up by the tails, and preservc tlu'oughout the \\'1r.tel" 
or at least as long they bst; 101' whaten:r qmmti
ty they may h,tve taken, it is never known that 
their economy is snch as to make them last through 
the winter, which remlers their ~itUation very distress
ing-; fDr if Cl!ey had activity sufficient to plll'SUe the 
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labours of the chace, the woods are become so bar. 
ren of game as to afford them no great prospect of 
relief. In the spring of the year they, and the other 
inhabitants, make a quantity of sugar from the ma
ple tl'ee, which they exchange with the traders for ne" 
cessary articles, or carry it to Michilimakinac, where 
they expect a bettel' price. One of these traders was 
agent for the North-\Vest CompRny, recei\~ing, stor
ing, and forwarding such articles as come by the way 
of the lakes upon their yessels: for it is to be observ
ed, t:lat a quantity of their goods are sent by that route 
from Montreal in boats to Kingston, at the entrance 
of Lake Ontario, and from thence in vessels to Niagara, 
then over land ten miles to a water communication, by 
boats, to Lake Erie, where they are again received in. 
to vessels, and carried over that lake up the river De· 
troit, through the lake and river Sinclair, to Lake Hu. 
ron, and from thence to the Falls of St. Mary'S, when 
they are again landed and carried for a mile above the 
falls, and shipped oyer Lake Superior to the Grand:! 
Portage. This is found to be a less expensive method 
than by canoes, but attended with more risk, and re
qu;ring more time, than one short season of this coun
try will admit; for the goods are always sent from 
Montreal the preceding fall; and besides, the compa
ny get their provisions from Detroit, as flour and In
dian corn; as also considerable supplies from Michili
makinac of maple sugar, tallow, gum, Sec. &c. 

For the purpose of conveying all these things, they 
~.~'·e two ves3el5 upon the Lakes Erie and Huron, and 
one on Lake Superior, of from fifty to seventy tons. 
burthen. This being, therefore, the depot for trans
ports, the lYlontreal canoes on their arrival, were for
warded oyer Lake Superior, with only five men in each; 
the otllers were sent to Michilimakinac for additional 
canees, which were required to prosecute the trade, 
and then take a lading there, or at St. Mary's, and 
foliow the others. At length they all alTi~.'c at the 
~rand~ Portage~ which is one hllndl'e~ and sixty leagues 
from St. Mary s, coastways, and situated on a plea
sant bay 6)n the north side of the lake, ill latitude 48. 
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north, and longitude 90. west from Greenwich, whel'e 
the compass has not above five degrees east variation. 

At the entrance of the bay, is an island, which screens 
the harbor from every wind except the south. The 
shallowness l'Jf the water, however, renders it necessa
ry for the vessel to anchor near a mile from the shore, 
where there is nut more than fOUl'teen feet water. This 
lake justifies the name that has been given to it: the 
Falls of St. l\l:uy, which, in its northcrn extremity, 
being in latitude 46. 3 I. north, ~,nd in longitude 84. 
west, where ther," is no variation of the compass what
ever, while ,its southern extremity, at the Ri,'el' St. 
Louis, is in latitude 46. 45. north, and longitude 92. J O. 
west: its gl'eatest breadth is one hundred and t-,-,'enly 
miles, and its circumference, including its YJ,riom; 
bays, is not !ess tha.n one thousand two hundred milv:. 
Along it& north shOl'e is the s[,fest mc\'j gacion, as it J ~ 
a continued mountainous cmbankment of rock, fre,n'! 
three hundred to one thousand fivc hundred feet in 
height. There are IHlmerOLlS CGyes and sanely bap, tG> 
land, w'hich are rrequenl!~' shtltered by the islan(;s 
fl~om the swell of the lake. This is particulaly the 
cas~ at the distance of one h\;ndred nliIcs to the ea'it .. 
ward of the Gl'aude Portage, and is called the Pa) s 
PIal:. 

This seems to haye been C'f'.U<;: J by some corllu j .. 
sion of nature, for many 01 the islands di'lplay:t cor,,
position of lava, intermixed with round StOll(;S of tt:' 
size of a pigeon's egg. The surrounding 1'Oe1;. is i;"> 
nerally hard, and of a dark blue-grey, thcug-ll it 11'<::· 
qllently has the appearan~e -of iron and copper. Tk 
south side of the lake, from Puint Shagoimigo east, i~ 
always a continual strai);ht line of a sandy beach, in
terspersed with rocky precipices of lime·stonE~, 
sometimes risillK to an hundred feet in height, with· 
out a bay. The embankments from that point west· 
ward are, in general, 'Of strong clay, mixed 11[th stones, 
which renders the navigation irksome and dang'crou •• 
On the same side, at the Hi\·er Tonnagol1, is fonnd a 

,quantity of virgin copper. The American:>, soon af
,tel' they got possession of that countl7, sent an eng;i. 

D2 
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neer thither; and I should not be surprized to hear of 
their employing people to work the mine. Indeed, it 
might be well worthy the attention of the Bri~ish sub
jects to work the mines on the north coast, though they 
are not supposed to be so rich as those on the south. 

Lake SuperiOl' ill the largest and most magnificent 
body of fresh water in the world: it is clear and pel. 
lucid, of great depth, and abounding in a great variety 
of fish, which are the most excellent of their kind. 
There are trouts of three kinds, weighing from five to 
fifty pounds, sturgeon, pickerel, pike, red and white 
carp, black bass, helTings, &c. &c. and the last and best 
of all, the Ticamang, or white fish, which weighs from 
four to sixteen pounds, and is of a superior quality, 
in these waters. 

This lake may be denominated the grand reservoir or 
the Ri\'el' St. Laurence, as no considerable rivers dis
charge themselves into it. The principal ones are, the 
St. Louis, the Nipigon, the Pic, and the Michipicoten. 
Indeed, the extent of country from which any of them 
flow, or l:.kc their course in any direction, cannot ad
mit of it, in consequence of the ridge of land that se
parates them from the rivers that empty themselves 
into Hudson's Bay, the gulph of Mexico, and the wa
tel', that f~,!l into Lake Michigan, which afterwards be
come a P~l\t of the St. Laurence. 

This vast collection of water is often covered with 
fog, particul~lrly when the ,yind is from the east, 
which, driving against the high barren rocks on 
the north and west shore, dissolves in torrents of 
rain. It is yay generally said, that the storms on this 
lake, are denoted by a swell on the preceding day; 
but this circumstance did not appea,r fron~ my obser
vation to be a l'e;:s'ular phenomenon, as the s'.rells more 
frequently sllbsic\e;:d without ,my subsequent wind. 

Along the <;urrounding rocks of this immense lake, 
evid~nt marks appear of the decrease of its water, by 
the lme'l obsel'~able along them. The space, however, 
between the hIghest and the lowest, is not so great as 
in the sm,,\Jel' lakes, as it does not amount to more 
than six ftet, tilt formel' beii1~ very faint. 
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The inhabitants that are found along the coa5t of this 
water, are all of the Algonquin nation, the whole of 
which do not exceed 150 families.'" 

These people live chiefly on fish; indeed, from what 
has been said of the country, it cannot be expected to 
abound in animals, as it is totally destitute of that shel
tel', which is so necessary to them. The rocks ap
pear to have been over-l'un by fire, and the stinted 
timber, which once grew there, is frequently seen 
lying along the surface of them: but it is not easy to 
be reconciled, that any thing should grow where there 
is so little appearance of soil. Between the fallen 
trees there are briars, with hllrtleberry and gooseber
ry bushes, raspberries, &c. which invite the bears in 
greater or lesser numbers, as they are a favorite food of 
that animal: beyond these rocky banks are fouad a fe\v 
moose and fallow deer. The waters alone are abun
dantly inhabited. 

A very curious phenomenon was observed some years 
ago at the Grande Portage, for which no obvious cause 
could be assigned. The water withdl'ew with great preci
tation, leaving the ground dl'y that had never before 
been visible, the fall being equal to foUl' pel'pendicular 
feet, and rushing back with great velocity above the 
common mark. It continued thus falling and rising 
for several hours, gmdually decreasing until it stop
ped at its usual height. There is frequently an inc
gulal' in;lux and deflux, which does not exceed ten 
inches, ancl is attributed to the wind. 

The bottom of the bay, which fOl'ms an ampluthea
tre, is cleal'ed of wood and inclosed; and on the left 
cornel' of it, beneath an hill, three or four hundred 
feet in height, and crowned by others of a still greatel" 
alLitude, is the fort, picketed in with cedar ballisa
does, and inclosing houses built with wood and covered 
with shingles. They are calculated for every convc
nit;nce of trade, as well as to accommodate the pro-

:to In tIle, {'.U 166~, when th~ fint missionaries visited the south of tLis lake, they 
round tile _~llunfry full of inhabit31lf:,. They relate, that abuut this time a b.t.nd C!f 
the Neplsmg'l"s, who were com erted. emlgrat~d to the NI}Jl:~0n country, .wlnch IS 
to thl: nl1rth of Lake superior. Few of lheir descendants ":lfc now remallUllb, and 
ll'O( a lrJ,~1: of tlie felig; .. m cOlruu~nil.:a.tcd to them is to be dtsC\ly\!rca. 
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prietol's and clel'ks during their short residence there. 
The North men live under tents; but, the more fru. 
gal pr,r1"-l:,Llcr lodges beneath his canoe. The soil im. 
111 Clli~, tel v hordering on the lake has not proved very 
propitious, as nothing but potatoes have been found to 
answer the trouble of' cultivation. This circumstance 
is probably owing to the cold damp fogs of .the lake, 
and the moisture of the ground from the spnngs that 
issue f['om bCl1eath the hills. There are mcadows in the 
\'icinity that yield abundance of hay for the cattle i 
but, as to agriculture, it has not hitherto been an ob. 
ject of serious consideration. . . . 

I shall now leave these geographIcal notIce .. , to give 
some further account of the people from Montreal. 
vVhen they arrived at the Grande Portage, which is near 
nine miles over, each of them has to cany eig'ht packages 
of such goods and provision~ as are necessary for the in
terior country. This is a labor which cattle cannot con
n:niently perform in ,,\l,nmcr, as both horses and oxen 
,,'ere h'ied by the comp:my without success. Thcyare 
(~nly useful for light, bulky articles; or for transport
ing upon sled,;es, during the winter, whatever goods 
may remain there, especially provision, of which it is 
usual to haye a year's stDck on h"nd. 

Havlng tlnished this toilsome part of their duty, if 
more goods are nece~sary to be tean'lported, the\' are 
allo\yecl a Spanish dollal' for each pacl~age: and so in
ured are they to this kind of lab01', that 1 huve known 
some of them set off with two packages of ninety 
pounds each, and return with t\\O others of the same 
\,.,i:~1:t, in the course of six hours, being a distance of 
(ib'l:l,,~n miles ovcr hills and mountains. This nc
ce3'iJ.r~- part of the business being OYel', if the season 
b,e eit:')' they h~ve some respit~, bnt this depends upon 
tne tllne the North men begll1 to arrive f!'om their 
winte~' qual:ters: w,hich they commonly do eady in July • 
.'\.1 thIS pe~JO(l, It IS necessary to select from the pork
roters a nUiY''ilC;l' of men, among whom are the re
(" i'uits, 01' ",: ntcn:!';;, sufficient to wan the North canoes 
necessary to carry to the river of the rainy lake. the 
goods ;u1d provision re'luisitc'[or the Athabasca c'oun. 
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try; as the people ofthat country (owing to the short
ness of the season and length of the road, can come 
no fLlJ;ther) are equipped there, and exchange ladings 
with the people of whom we are speaking, and both 
return from whence they came. This voyage is per
formed in the course of a month, and they are allowed 
proportionable wages for their !;enices. 

The North men being arrived at the Grande Portage, 
are regaled with bread, pork, butter, liquor, and tobac
co, and snch as have not entered into agreements dur
ing the winter, whic;l is CHsto,,'_""y, are contracted \yith, 
return and perform the voyage for one, two, or three 
years: their accounts are also settled, and such as choose 
to send any of theil' earnings t", Canada, receive drafts 
to transmit to t heir relations vr fr, '_11US: and as soon 
as they can be got ready, whi,_ h rdjHlJ'es no more than 
a fortnight, they are again tlis~._tki, ~tl to their respect
ive depal'tments. It is, indeed, Ve':)T creditable to them 
as servants, that though they al'e sometimes assembled 
to the number of twelve j,und;-:;ll men, indulging them
selves in I ~le free use of lic! d _'1', ~"d quarrelling with 
each other, they always show the greatest respect to 
their emplorel's, wh.J ar-e comparatively but few in num
ber, and beyond the aid of -lily IeiSa1 pUlver to enforce 
due obedience. In S:lOl't, a degree of subordination can 
only be maintained by the good opinion these men en
tertain of their employers, which has been uniformly 
the case, since the trade has been formed and conduct
ed on a regulal' ~ystem. 

The people being dispatched to their respectiv6 
winter quarters, the agents from _Montreal, assisted by 
theil' clerks prepare to return there, by getting the 
furs acro~s the Portage, and re-making them into 
packages of one hundred pounds wei;,;ht each, to send 
them to Montreal; where they commonly arrive in the 
month of September. 

The mode of Ii ring at the Grande Portage, IS as fol
lows: T:le proprietors, clerks, guides, and interpre
ters, mess together, to the number of sometimes an 
hundred, at several tables, in one large hall, the pro vi
~,ion consisting of bread, salt pork, bed~ hams, fish, and 
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venison, butter, peas, Indian corn, potatoes, tea, spirit~; 
wine, &c. and plenty of milk, for "Which purpose sever
al milch cows are constantly kept. The mechanics 
have rations of such provision, but the canoe-men, both 
from the north and l\10ntreal, have no other allowance 
here, or in the voyage, than Inclian corn and melted 
fat. The corn for this purpose is prepared before it 
leaves Detroit, by boiling it in a strong alkali, ,yhich 
takes orr the outer husk; it is then well washed, and 
carefully dried upon stages, when it is fit for use. One 
quart of this is boiiee! for two honrs, over a moderate 
fire, in a gallon of water; to which, WhCH it h',f. boiled 
a small time, are added two ounces of melted suet; this 
causes the corn to split, <1'ld in the time mentioned 
makes a pretty thick pl,ldding- If to this is added a 
little salt (but not before it is boiled, as it would inter
rupt the operation) it makes an "holesome, palatable 
food, and easy of di);·cstion. This quantity is fully suf
ficient for a man's subsistence during twenty-four hours; 
though it is not sufficiently heartening to sustain the 
Iltrength necessary for a state of active labor. Th~ 
Americans call this dish hominee.* 

The trade from the Grande Portage, is in some par
ticulars, cafl'ied on in a different mannel' with that from 
Montreal. The canoes used in the latter transport are 
now too large for the former, and some of about half the 
size are proclll'ed from the natives ,and are navigated by 
four, five, or six men, according to the distance which 
they have to g·o. They carry a lading of about thirty
five pacli:ag'cs, on an average; of these twenty-three 
are [or the J:>~rpose of trade, a!ld the rest are employ
ed for prOVIsiOns, stores, and bag·gage. In each of 
these canoes are a foreman and steersman; the one to 
be always on the look out, and direct the passage of 
the ,",",sel, and the other to attend the helm. They 
<:Iso carry hel', ~whenever that ortie.: is necessary. The 
fon:man has the command, and the middlemen 
obey both; the latter earn only two-thirds cl the Wa
gts which are paid the two formel'. Independent of 

'" Corn is the cheapest provision that can be proC'ure.d th,urrh from the expense of 
trJ.n~'F\);l, t!}~ bu~hd costs '-lLll)Ul twenty shillings sterllll'g "t tl:C GrOlnd~ rund'~e. A 
HJJn S (hUI) .llh.1wan(,;c does Dot eXl..:ced ten pence. ~ 
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-these, a conductor or pilot is appointed to every four 
or six of these canoes, wh6m they are all obliged to 
obey; and is, or at least is intended to be, a person 
of superior experience, for which he is proportiona
bly paid. 

In these canoes, thus loaded, they embark at the 
North side of the portage, on the river Au Tourt, which 
is very inconsiderable; and aftel' about two miles of a 
westerly course, is obstructed by the partridge Portage, 
six: hundred paces long. In the spring this makes a 
considerable fall, when the water is high, over a per
pendicular rock of one hundred and twenty feet. From 
thence the river continues to be shallow, and requires 
great care to prevent the bottom of the canoe from be
ing injured by sharp rocks, for a distance of three 
miles and an half to the Priarie, or :\Ieac1ow, when 
half the lading is taken out, and carried by pext of the 
crew, while two of them are conducting the canoe 
among the rocks, with the remainder, to the Carre
boeuf Portage, three miles and an half more, when 
they unload and come back two miles, and embark 
what was left for the other bands to carl-Y, which they 
also land with the former; all of which is carried six 
hundred and eighty paces, and the canoe led up 
against the rapid. From hence the water is better 
calculated to carry canoes, and leads by a winding 
course to the north of west three miles to the Out
ward Portage, over which the canoe, and every thing 
in her, is carried for two thousand four hundred paces. 
At the further end is a very high hill to descend, 
0\ <.:1' which hangs a rock upwards of seven hundred 
feet high. Then succeeds the Outward Lake, about 
six miles long, lying in a north-weat course, and about 
two miles wide ill the broadest part. After pas~ing 
II. ve1'Y small rivulet, they come to the Elk Portage, 
over which the canoe and lading are again carried one 
thousand one hundred and twenty paces; when they 
enter the lake of the same name, which is an hand
some piece of watei", running north-west about four 
miles, <~nd not 1l101"e than one mile and an half wide." 

* Here is a mOit exceUellt /iihery for white t4.h, which ~rc exqui,ite, 
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They then land at the Portage de Cerise, over which, 
and in the face of a considerable hiJI, the canoe and 
cargo are again transported for one thousand and fifty 
paces. This is only separated from the sec~nd Port. 
age de Cerise, by a mud-pond (where there IS plenty 
of water lilies) of a qual'ter of a mile in length; and 
this is again separated by a similar pond, from the last 
Portage de Cerise, which is four hundred and ten paces. 
Here the same operation is to be performed for three 
hundred and eighty paces. They next enter on the 
Mountain Lake, running north-west by west six miles 
long, and about two miles in its gl'eatest breadth~ In 
the centre of this lake, and to the right is the Old 
Road, by which I never passed; but an adequate 110· 

tion may be formed 01" it from the road I am going to 
describe, and which is universalJy preferred. This is 
first, the small new portage over which every thing is 
carried for six hundred and twenty-six paces, over 
hills and gullies: the whole is then embarked on anal'· 
row line of water, that meanders south-west about two 
miles and an half: It is necessary to unload here, for 
the length of the canoe, and then proceed west half a ' 
mile, to the new Grande Portage, which is three thou
sand one hundred paces in len!l;th, and over very rough 
gt'ouncl, which requires the utmost exertions of the 
men, and frequently lames them: from hence they ap
proach the Rose Lake, the portage of that name be
ing 01)posite to the junction of the road from the 
Mountain Lake. They then embark on the Rose 
Lake, about one mile from the east end of it, and 
steer west by south, in an oblique course, across it 
two miles; then west-north-west passing the Petite 
Peche to the Marten Portage three miles. In this 
part of the lake the bottom is mud and slime, with 
about three or four feet of water over it; and here I 
fr~quently I>tr.uck a canoe pole of twelve feet long, 
Without mcettng any other obstruction than if the 
who!..: we:\! water: it has, however, a peculiar .. suction 
or attractive power,. so th~t it is difficult to paddle a 
cano~ over It. 1 here IS a small space along the 
south .hore, where the water is deep, and this effect is 
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not felt. In proportion to the distance from this part, 
the suction becomes more powerful: I have, indeed, 
he en told that loaded canoes have been in danger of 
being swallowed up, and have only awed their preser
vation to other canoes, which were lighter. I have, my. 
self, found it very difficult to get away from this attrac
ti ve power, with six men, and great exertion, though 
we did not appear to be in any danger of sinking. 

Over against this is a very high, rocky ridge, on the 
south side, called l\Iarten Portage, which is but twen
ty paces long, and separated from the Perche Portage. 
which 1S four hundred and eighty paces, by a mud· 
pond, covered with white lilies. From hence the course 
is on the lake of the same name, west-south-west 
three miles to the height of land, where the waters of 
the Dove or Pigeon River terminate, and which is one 
of the sources of the great St. Laurence in this direction. 
Having carried the canoe and lading over it, six hun
dred and seventy-nine paces, they embark on the lake 
of Hauteur de TeIre, * which is in the shape of an 
ho·rse-shoe. It is entered near the curve, and left at 
the extremity of the western limb, through a vel'Y 
shallow channel, where the canoe passes half loaded 
for thit·ty paces with the current, which conducts these 
waters through the succeeding lakes and rivers, and 
disembogues itself, by the river Nelson, into Hudson's 
Bay. The first of these is Lac de Pierres a Fusil, run
ning west-lSouth-west seven miles long, and two wide, 
and making an angle at north-west one mile more, be
comes a river for half a mile, tumbling over a rock, 
and fOI'ming a fall and portage, called the Escalier, of 
fifty-five paces; but from hence it is neither lake or 
river, but possesses the character of both, and runs be
tween large rocks, which cause a current or rapid, for 
about two miles and an half, wcst-ngrth-west, to the 
portage of the Cheval du Bois. Here the canoe and 
contents are carried tlu'ee hundred and eighty paces, 
bitweell rocks; and within a quarter of a mile is the 

• The route which we -have been traveHing hitherto, leads along the high rocky 
land or bank of Lake Superior on the left. TIle face .of -the country offers a wha 
scene of huge hills and .rocks, separated by ston}' valhes, lakes, and pC-Udli. Whec.c .. 
vcr there is ihc least ~olIJ it Ut well covered witb treCfi. 

E 
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Portage des Gros Pins, which is six hundred and- for
ty paces over an high ridge. The oPl?osite side of it 
is washed by a small lake three I~l1les rO';llleJ; the 
course i" through the east end or SIde of It, three 
quarters of a mile north-east, where there is a rapid. 
An irregular, meandedng channel, between rocky 
banks, then succeeds, for seven miles and an half, 
to the Maraboeuf Lake, which extends north four 
miles, and is three quarters of a mile wide, termina
ting by a rapid and decll~rge,. of one .hun~red. and 
eighty paces, the rock ot Sag-maga .bemg m SlghtJ 
which causes a fall of about seven feet, 'and a portage
of fifty-five paces. 

Lake Saginaga takes its name from its numerous 
islands. Its greatest length from east to west is about 
fourteen miles, with very irregular inlets, is no where 
more than three miles wide, and terminates at the 
small portage of La Roche, of forty-three paces. From 
thence is a rocky, stony passage of one mile, to Pria
rie Portage, which is very improperly named, as there 
is no ground about it thdt answers to that decription, 
except a small spot at the embarking place at the west 
end: to the east is an entire bog; and it is with great 
difficulty that the lading can be landed upon stages, 
formed by driving piles into the mud, and bpreading 
branches of trees over them. The portage rises on a 
stony ridge, over which the canoe and cargo must be 
carried for six htmdred and eleven paces. This is 
liucceeded by an embarkation on a small bay, where 
the bottom is the same as has been described in the 
west end of Rose Lake, and it is with gl"eat difficulty 
that a laden canoe is worked over it, but it does not 
comprehend more than a distance of two hundred 
ya.rds. From hence the pl"ogress continues througb 
Irregular channels, bounded by rocks, in a westel'lr 
course for about fiv(! miles, to the little Portage des 
Couteaux, .of one hundred and sixty-five paces, and the 
Lac des Couteaux, running about south-west bv west 
twelve miles, and from a quarter to two miles' wide. 
A deep bay runs east three miles fmm the west end, 
where it iii discharged by a rapid river, and afte" run-
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fling two miles west, it again becomes still water. In 
this rivel' are two carrying-places, the one fifteen, and 
the other one hundred and ninety 'paces. From thi~ 
to the Portage des Carpes is one mile north-west, 
1eaving a narrow lake on the east that runs paranel 
with the Lake des Couteaux, half its length, where 
there is a canying-place, which is used when the wa
ler in the river last mentioned is too low. The Port
age des Carpes is three hundred and ninety paces, 
f,'om whence the water spreads irregularly between 
rocks,_ five miles north-west and south-east to the por
tage of Lac Bois Blanc, which is one hundred and 
eighty paces. Then follows the lake of that name, 
but I think. improperly so called, as the natives name 
it the Lake Passeau Minac tiagaigan, or Lake of Dl'Y 
Berries. 

Before the small-pox ravaged this country, and com
pleted what the Norwasis, in their warfare, had gone 
far to accomplish, the destruction of its inhabitants, 
the popUlation was very numerous ': this was also a fa
vorite part, where they made their canoes, &c. the 
lake abounding in fish, the country round it being 
'Plentifully supplied with various kinds of game, and 
rocky ridges that form the boundaries of the water, 
covered with a variety of berries. 

"Vhen the French were in possession of this coun
'try, they' had several trading establishments on the 
isl .. nds and banks of this lake. Since that period, the 
few people remaining, who were of the Algonquin na
tion, could hardly find subsistence; game having be
come so scarce, that they depended pl'incipally for food 
upon fish, and wild rice which grows spontaneously in 
these parts. 

This lake is irregular in its form, and its utmost ex
tentfrom east to west is fifteenmiies; a point ofland, 
called Point au Pin, jutting into it, divides it in two 
parts: it then makes a second angle at the west end, 
to the lesser Portage de Bois Blanc, two hundred pa
ces in length. This channel is not wide, and is inter
cepted by several rapids in the course of a mile: it 
runs west-north-west to the Porta.&"e des Pins, over 
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which the canoe and lading is again carried four h\II!
(fred paces. From hence the channel is. also inter
cepted by very dangerous rapid~ for tw.o m!les wester
ly, to the point of Pointe du BOlS, whIch IS two hun
dred and eighty paces. Then succeecls the Port~ge 
of Lake Croche one mile more, where the carrymg 
place is eighty paces, and is followed by an embarka
tion on that lake, which takes its name from its figure. 
It extends eighteen miles, in a meandering form, and 
in a westerly direction; it is in general very narrow, 
and at about two-thirds of its length becomes very 
C!:ontracted, with a strong current. 

vVithin three miles of the last Portage is a remark
able rock, with a smooth face, but split and cracked 
in different parts, which hang over the water. Into 
one of its horizontal chaEans a great number of ar
rows have been shot, which is said to have been done 
by a war party of the Nadowasis or Sieux, who had 
done much mischief in this country, and left these 
weapons as a warning to the Chebois or natires, that 
llotwithstanding its lakes, rivers, and rocks, it was not 
inaccessihle to their enemies. 

Lake Croche is terminated by the Portage de Ri
cleau. four hundred paces long. and derives its name 
from the appearance of the water, falling over a rock 
of upwards of thirty feet. Several rapids succeed, 
with intervals of still water, for abollt three miles to 
the Falcon Portage, wh ich is very difficult, is foUl" hun. 
dred paces long, and leads to the Lake of La Croix, 
so named from its shape. It runs about north-west 
eighteen miles to the Beaver Dam, and then sinks in
to a deep bay nearly east. The course of the Portage 
is west by north for sixteen miles mOl'e rl'om the Bea
ver Dam, and into the east bay is a ro~d which was 
fl'equ~nted by ~he French, and followed through hl.kes, 
and rIvers untIl they came to Lake Supel'ior by the 
river Caministiquia, thirty mires east of the Grande 
Portage. 

Portage la <;:roix is 5ix hunch'ed paces long: to the 
~ext portage IS a quarter of a mile, and Its length is 
iorty paces; the river winding fOUl' miles to Vermilliofl 
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Lake, which runs six or seven miles north-north-west, 
and by a nal'row strait communicates with Lake Na
mayean, which takes its name from a particular place 
at the foot of a"faU, where the natives spear sturgeon: 
Its course is about north-north-west and south-south
east, with a bay running east, that gives it the form of 
a triangle: its length is about sixteen miles to the Nou
v.elle Portage. The discharge of the lake is from a bay on 
the left, and the portage one hundred and eighty paces, 
to which succeeds a very small river, from whence 
ther,e is but a short distance to the next Nouvelle Por
tage, three hundred and twenty paces long. It is then 
necessary to embark on a swamp, or overflowed COUll' 

try, where wild rice grows in great abunqance. There 
is a channel or small river in the centre ef this swamp' 
which is kept with difficulty, and runs sc:luth and north 
one mile and a half. With deepening water, the 
courst; continues north-north-west one mile to the 
Chaudiere Portage, which is caused by the discharge 
of the waters running on the left of the road from Lake 
Naymaycan, which used to be the common route, but 
that which I have described is the safest as well as the 
shortest. From hence there is some current though 
the water is wide spread, and its course about north by 
west three miles and a half to the Lac de la Pluie, which 
lies nearly east and west; from thence about fifteen 
miles i::; a narrow strait that divides· the lake into two 
unequal parts, whence to its discharge is a distal'lce of 
twenty-four miles. There is a deep bay running north
west on the right, that is not included, and is remark
able for f~hing the natives with a kind of soft, red 
stone, of which they make their pipes; it also affords 
an excellent fishery both in summel' and winter; and 
from it is ,an easy, safe, and short road to the Laj.{.e du 
Bois, (which I shall mention presently) for the Indians 
to pass in their small canoes through a small lake and 
on a small river, whose banks furnish abundance of 
wild rice. The discharge of this lake is called Lake 
de la Pluie River, at whose entrance there is a r\l.pid, 
below which is a fine bay, where there had been an 
extensi.ve picketed fort and buildin~ when possessed 

E2 
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~y the French; the site of it is at present a beautiful 
meadow, surrounded with groves of oaks. From hence 
there is a strong current fol' two miles, where the wa
ter falls over a rock twenty feet, and from the conse
quent turbulence of the water, the carrying-plac~, which 
is three hundred and twenty paces long, denves the 
name of Chaudiere. Two miles onward is the present 
trading establishment, situated on a high bank on the 
north side of the river, in 4·8. 37. north latitude. 
. Here the people from Montreal come to meet those 
11'ho arriYe from the Athabasca country, as has been 
.. lready described, and exchange lading with them. 
This is also the residence of the first chief, or Sachem, 
of all the Algonquin tribes, inhabiting the different 
parts of this country. He is by distinction called Nec
tam, which implies personal pre-eminence. Here also 
the elders meet in council to treat of peace or war. 

This is one of the finest rivers in the north-west, and 
Tuns a course west and east one hundred and twenty 
computed miles; but in taking its course and distance 
minutely I make it only eIghty. Its banks are cover
ed with a rich soil, particularly to the north, which, in 
many parts, are clothed with fine open groves of oak, 
with the maple, the pine, and the cedar. The sou
thern bank is not so elevated, and displays the maple, 
the white birch, and the cedar, with the spruce, the 
~lder, and various underwood. Its waters abound ill 
Jish, particularly the sturgeon, which the natives both 
spear and take with drag-nets. But notwithstanding 
the promise of this soil, ~he Indians do not attend to 
its cultivation, though they are not ignorant of the com
mon process, and are fond of the Indian corn, when they 
can goet it from us. 

Though the soil at the fort is a stiff clay, there is a 
s:arden, whic~, u~assited as it is by manure, or any par
ticular attentIOn, IS tolerably productive. 

We now proceed to mention the Lake du Bois into 
whkh this river discharges itself in latitude 49. dorth, 
and was formerly famous for the richness of its banks 
and waters, which abounded with whatever was neces
.ary to a savaic life. The French had several settl:-
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ments in and about it; but it might be almost conclud
ed, that some fatal circumstance had destroyed the 
game, as war and the small-pox had diminished the in
habitants, it having been very unpl'OduGtive in animals 
since the British subjects have been engaged in tl'ave!
ling through it ; though it now appears to be recover
ing its pristine state. The few Indians who inhabit it 
might live very comfortable, if they were not so immo
derately fond of spirituous liquors. 

This lake is also rendered remarkable, in conse
quence of the Americans having named it as the spot, 
from which a line of boundary, between them and 
·13ritish America, was to run west, until it stl'uck th€ 
Missisippi; which, however, can never happen, as the 
north-west part of the Lake du Bois is in latitude 49. 
37. north, and 101lgitllde 94. 31. west, and the 
northernmost branch of the source of the Missisippi 
is in latitude 47. 38. north, and longitude %.6. west, 

. ascertained by Mr. Tho111son, a·;tronomer to the 
North-vVest Company, who was sent expressly fOl' 
that purpose in the spring of 1798. He, in the same 
year, determined the northern bend of the :\lissibOU
ry to be in latitude 47. 32. north, ancllongitude 101. 
25. west; and, according to the Indian accounts, i, 
runs to th~ 50qth of west, so that if the Missisollry 
were even to hi: considered as the .Mis~bippi, no west
~rn line could stl'ike it. 

It does not ;appear to me to be clearly determined 
what course the line is to take, or from what part of 
Lake Superior it strikes through the country to the 
Lake .du Bois; were it to follow the principal ,vaters to 
their source, it ought to keep through Lake Superior 
to the River St. Louis, and follow that river to its 
I§ource; close to which is the source of the watel's fal
ling into the river of Lake la Pluie, v.hich is a com
mon route of the Indians to the Lake du Bois: the St. 
Louis passes within a short distance of a branch:o~ ... !:he 
Missisippi, where it becomes navigable for ca'I1OGs. 
This will appear more evident from con:mlting the 
map; and if the navigation of the Missisippi is consi
dered as of any consequence, by this country, ii!om 
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that part of the globe, such is the nearest way to get 
at it. 

But to return to our narrative. The Lake du Boil 
is, as far as I could learn, near~y round, and the canoe 
course through the centre of It amo,ng .a cluster of 
islands some of which are so e}{tenSIYe that they may 
~e tal~en for the main lane\. The reduced course 
would be nearly houth and north. But following the 
navigating CDu.rse, ~ mak.e t~e distance. seventy-five 
miles though m a clirect Ime It would fall very s~ort 
of th~t kngth. At about two-thirds of it there ill a 
small carrying-place, when the water is low. The 
carrying-place out of the lake is on an island, and nam
ed Portage du Rat, in latitude 49. 37. north, and 
longitude 94-t. west; it is about fifty paces long. The 
lake discharges itself at both ends of this island, amI 
forms the River \Vinipic, which is a large body of 
water, interspersed with numerous islands, causing 
various channels and interruptions of portages and ra
pills. In some parts it has the appearance of lakes, 
with steady currents; I estimate its winding course to 
the Dallas eight miles; to the Grande Decharge twen
~y-five miles and an half, which is a long carrying-plaie 
for the goods; from thence to the little Decharge one 
mile and an half; to the Terre Jau(U: POl'tage two 
miles and an half; then to its galet seventy yards; 
two miles and three quarters to the Terre Blanche, 
near which is a fall of from four to five feet; three 
miles and an half to Portage de L'Isle, where thereis 
a trading-po~t, and, about eleven miles on the north 
shore, a trading establishment, 'which is the l'.()ad, jn 
boats, to Albany River, and from thence to Hudson's 
Bay. There is also a communication with Lake Su
perior, through what is called the Nipigan country, 
which enters that lake about thirty-five leagues east of 
the Grande Portage. In short, the country is so brQ
~en by la~es and ~iver~, that people may find their way 
111 canoes III any dIrectIon they please. It is now four 
miles to Portage de Vlsle, which is but short, though 
several canoes have been lost in attemptmo- to run the 
rapid. From thence it is twenty-six mile~ to Jacob'~ 
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Pulls, which are about fifteen feet high; a.nd six miles 
and an half to the woody point; forty yards from 
which is another Portage. They both form an high 
fall, but not perpendiculal·. From thence to another 
galet, or I'ocky Portage, is about two miles, which is 
one continual rapid and cascade; and about two miles 
furthel' is the Chute a l'Esclave, which is upwards of 
thirty feet. The Portage is long, through a point co
vered with wood: it is six miles and an half more to 
the barrier, and ten miles to the Grand Rapid. From 
thence, on the north side, is a safe road, when the wa
ters are high, through small rivers and lak.es, to the 
Lake du Bonnet, called the Pinnawas, from the man 
who discovered it: to the White River, so called from 
its being, for a considerable It::ngth, a succession of 
falls and cataracts, is twelve miles. Here are seven 
portages, in so short a space, that the whole of them 
are discernable at the same moment. From this to 
Lake du Bonnet is fifteen miles more, and four miles 
across it to the rapid. Here the Pinna was road joins, 
and from thence it is two n~iles to the Galet du Lac elu 
Bonnet; from this to the Galet elu Bonnet one mile 
and an half; thence to the Portage of the same name 
is three miles. Tl)is Portage is near half a league in 
length, and derives its name from a custom the Indi
ans hare of crowning stones, laid in a circle, on the 
highest rock in the portage, with wreaths of herbage 
and branches. There have been examples of men tak
ing seven packages of ninety pounds each, at one end 
of the portage, and putting them down at the other 
without 5toppinr;. 

To this, another small IJortage immediately suc
ceeds, over a rock producing a fall. From thence to 
the fall of Terre Blanche ia two miles and an half; to 
the iil'st portage Des Eaux qui Remuent is three miles: 
to the l1t:xt, of the same name, is but a few yal'ds dis
tant; to the third and last, which is a Decharge, is 
three miles and an half; and from this to the last 
portage of the river one mile and an half; and to the 
establishment or provision hou~e, is two miles and aa 
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half. Here also the French had their principal inland 
depot, and got their canoes made. . 

It is here, that the present traders, gomg to great 
distances and where provisIOn is difficult to procure, 
receive ~ supply to carry them. to the Rainy Lake, or 
Lake Superior. From the establishment to the entrance 
of Lake Winipic is four miles and an half. latitude 50. 
S7. north. 

The country, soil, produce, and climate, from Lake 
Superior to this place, bear a general resemblance, 
with a predominance of rock and water; the former 
is of the granite kind. \"'here there is any soil, it is 
well covered with wood, such as oak, elm, ash of dif
ferent kinds, maple of two kinds, pines of various de
scriptions, am.ong which are what I call th.e cypress, 
with the hickory, iron-wood, liard, poplar, cedar, black 
and white birch, Sec. Vast quantities of wild rice are 
:reen throughout the country-;\vhich the natives collect 
in the month of August for their winter stores.* To 
the north of fifty degrees it is hardly known, or at 
least does not come to maturity. 

Lake \Vinipic is the great reservoir of several large 
rivers, and discharges itself by the River Nelson intI) 
Hudson's Bay. The first in rotation, next to that I 
l,ave just described, is the Assiniboin, or Red River, 
which, at the di~tance of forty miles coastwi~e, disem. 
bogues on the south-west side of the Lake vVinipic. 
It alternately receives those two denominations fl'om 
its dividing, at the distance of about thirty miles from 
the lake, into two large branches. The eastern branch 
called the Red River, runs in a southel'l1 direction to
near the head waters of the Missisippi. On this are 
two trading establishments. The countrv on either 
side is but partially supplied with wood, ~nd consists 
of plains covered with herds of the buffalo and tbe 
elk, especially on the western side. On the eastem 
side are lakes and river·s, and the whole country is well 
wooded, level, abounding in beaver, beal's, moose-deer, 
fallow-deer, &.. The natives, who al'e of the Algon-

• TheJruits arc, strawberri~s, hu~tlebcrries, plUllWi, and c,kerrie.£, ~~Je .. n1,&~, 
tovsr:bernes, C1Icrants, raspgerncli, pOJrei, .c. .. 
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quin tribe, are not very numerous, and are considered 
as the natives of Lake Superior. This country being 
ncar the Missisippi, is also inhabited by the Nadowa
sis, who are the natural enemies of the former; the 
head of the water being the war-line, they are in a con
tilll1al state of hostility; and though the Algonquins 
are equally braVt~, the others generally out-number 
them; it is very probable, thel'efore, that if the latter 
continue to venture out of the woods, which forIft 
their only protection, -rhey ,.ill soon be extirpated. 
There is not, perhaps, a finet' country in the world for 
the residence of uncivilized man, than that which 00. 

cupies the space between t;1is river and Lake Superior. 
It abounds in every thing necessary to the wants and 
comforts of such a people. Fish, venison, and fowl r 
with wild rice, are in great plenty; while, at the same 
time, their subsistence requires thit bo~ily exercise-
50 necessary to ht:alth and vigor. 

This great extent of country was formerly very po
pulous, but from the information I recei\ed, the aggre
gate of its inhabitants does not exceed three hundl't:d 
warriors; and, among the few whom I saw, it appear
ed to me that the widows were more numerous than 
the men. The rackoon is a native of this country, but 
is seldom found to the northward of it. 

The other branch is called after the tribe of the 
Nadawasis, who here go by the name of Assiniboins, 
and are the principal inhabitants of it. It runs from 
the nOl-th-north-west, and in the latitude of 51 i.west, 
and longitude 103t. 1'ii>ing in t:1e same mountains as 
the river Dauphin, of which I shall speak in due order. 
They must have sepal'ated from their nation at a time 
beyond our knowledge, and live in peace with the Al
gonquins and Knisteneaux. 

The country between this and the Red River, is al.
most a continual plain to the l\lissisoury. The soil is 
sand ancI gravel, with a slight intermixture of eal,th, 
and produces a short grass. Tl'ees al'e very rare; nor 
are there on the banks of the river sufficient, except 
in particular 51>ot5, to build houses and supply fire
wood for the trading establishmenit, of which there ~rlt 
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four p~incipal on~s. Both th.ese rivers are navigab~1 
for canoes to theil' source, without a fall; though In 

liome parts there are rapid;, cau~ed by occasional beds 
of lime-stone, and gravel; but III general they are a 
sandy bottom. 

The Assiniboins, and some of the Fall, or Big-bel. 
lied Indians, are the principal in habitants of this coun· 
try, and border on the rivel', o.cc.u~)ying the cen~re 
part of it; that next I:ake \ V II1IPIC, and a?out Its 
source, being' the statIOn of the AlgonqulDs and 
Knisteneaux, who haye chosen it in preference to their 
own country. They do not exceed five hundred fami. 
lies. They are not beaver hunters, which accounts 
for their allowing tht: division just mentioned, as the 
lower and upper parts of this river have those animals, 
which are not found in the intermediate district. 
They confine themselves to hunting the buffalo, and 
trapping wolves, which cover the country. \tV hat they 
do not want of the former for raiment and food, they 
sometimes make into pemmican, 01' pounded meat, 
while thty melt the fat, and prepare the skins in their 
hair, fur winter. The wolves they never eat, but pro· 
duce a tallow from their fat, and prepare their skins; 
all whkh they bring to exchange for arms and ammu· 
nition, rum, tobacco, knives, and various baubles, 
with those wlv) go to traffic in their country. 

The Algonquins, and the Knisteneaux, on the con. 
trary, a.t~end to t~le fur-hunting, so that they acquire 
tne ac\clttlOnal articles of cloth, blankets, &c. but their 
passion for rum often puts it out of their power to sup. 
ply themsell'es with real neces~aries. 
~he next. riv~r of, magnitude is the river Dauphin, 

which emptl~s Itsllli at the head of :St. Martin's Bay, 
on the. west Side of. the. Lake Win,ipic, latitude nearly 
52. l:J., north, taklllg Its source III the same moun
tctins as thelast-mentioned l'iver, as well as the Swan and 
Red-Deer River, the laUel' passing through the luke of 
the same name, as well as the former and both con
tinuing thtir course through the Manitoba Lake 
whi~h,. fro~n thel~ct, runs parallel with Lake Winipic: 
to ,nthm I11ne miles of the Red River and by what is , , 
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Galled the river Dauphin, disembogues its watet's, aa 
already described, into that lake. These rivers are 
very rapid, and interrupted by falls, «c, the bed be
ing' generally rocky. All this country, to the south 
branch of the Saskatchiwine, abounds in beaver, 
moose-deer, fallow-deer, elks, bears, buffaloes, «c. 
The soil is good, anel wherever any attempts have 
been made to raise the esculent plants, «c. it h.).s been 
fonnel productive. 

On these waters are three principal forts for tradiC. 
Fort Dauphin, which was established by the French 
befol'e the conquest. neel-Deer River, anel Swan
River Forts, wilh occasional detached posts from these. 
The inhabitants are the Knisteneaux, from the nort't 
of Lake \Vinipic; ancl Algonquins, from the country 
between the Red River and Lake Superior; and some 
from the Rainy L~.ke: but as they are not fixed inha
bitants, their number cannot be determint:d: they d(J" 
not, however, at any time exc'eecl two hunch-ed warri
ors, In general they are good hunters. There is no 
other cOllsider3.ble dyer except the Saskatchiwine, 
'which I shall mention presently, that empties itself 
into the Lake \Vinipic. 

Those on the north side are inconsiderable, owing 
to the comparative vicinity of the high land that sepa
rates the waters coming this way, from those dis
charging into Hudson's Bay. The course of the 
lake is about west-north-west, and ~outh-south-east, 
and the east end of it is in 50. 37. north. It contracts 
at about a quarter of its length to a strait, in latitude 
:) 1. 45. and is no more than two miles broad, \\hel'e 
the south shore is gained tluough islands, and cross
ing' variQtls bays to the discharge of the Saskatchi
wine, in latitude 53, 15. This lake, in common with 
those of this country, is bounded on the north with 
banks of black and grey rock, and on the south by a 
low, le\'el country, occasionally interrupted by a ridge 
or bank of lime-swnes, lying in strata, and rising to the 
perpendicular height of from twenty to forty feet; 
these are covered with a small quantity of earth, form
in!: a level surface, which bears timber, but of a roo-

F 
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derate growth, and declines to a swamp. vVhere the 
banks are low, it is evident in man\' places that the 
waters are withdrawn, amI never rise 10 those heighta 
which were formerly· washed by them. 

The inhabitants who are found along this lake, are 
of the Knisteneaux and Algonquin tribes, and but feIY 
in number, though game is not £carce, and. th~re is 
fi~h in O'reat abundance. The black bass IS found 

n d' there, and no further west; and beyon It no maple 
trees are seen, either hard Oi' soft. 

On entering the Saskatchiwine, in the course of a 
few miles, the great rapid interrupts the passage. It 
is about three miles long. Through the greatest part 
of it the canoe is towed, ha:f 01' full laden, according 
to the state of the waters: the canoe and its contents 
are then carried one thousand one hundred paces. 
The channel here is near a. mile wide, the waters 
tumbling over ridges of rocks that traverbe the river. 
The south bank is very high, rising upwards of fifty 
feet, of the same rock as seen on the south side of the 
Lake 'Vinipic, and the north is not more than a third 
of that height. There is an excellent stuq;eon-fishe. 
ry at the foot of this cascade, and vitst numbers ofpe. 
licans, cormorants, &c. frequent it, where they watcb 
to seize the fish that may be killed or disabled by the 
force of the waters. 

About t,yO miles from this Portage the navigation is 
again interrupted by the Portage of the Roche Rouge, 
which is an hundred yards long; and a mile and an 
half from tl1en.ce the river is barred by a range of isl· 
ands, forming rapids between them; and through 
these it is the same distance to the rapid of La1tc 
Travers, which is four miles right across, and eighl 
miles in length. Then succeeds the Grande Decharge, 
and several rapids, fOI' foUl' miles to the Cedar Lake, 
which is entered through a small channel on the left, 
formed br an island, as going roumJ. it would occasion 
loss of time. In this distance banks of rocks (such 
a~ have. already been described) appear at intervals on 
either side; the rest of the country is low. This il> 
the case along the south bank of the lake and the isl-
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ands, while the north side, which is n~ry uncommon, 
is level throughout! This la~e mns first west four 
lniles, then as milch more west-south-west, aCl'OSS a 
deep bay on the right, then &ix miles to the Point de 
Lie\Tc, and across another bay again on the right; 
then north-west eight miles, across a still deepel' bay 
on the right; and seven miles parallel with the north 
coast, north-north-west through islands, five miles 
more to Fort Bourbon"', situated 011 a small island, di
viding this from Mud Lake. 

The Cedar Lake is from foUl' to twelve miles wide; 
exclusive of the bays. Its banks are covered with 
"'ood, and abound in game, and its waters produce 
plenty of fish, particularly the sturgeon. The Mud 
Lake, and the neighbourhood of the Fort Bourbon, 
abound with geese, ducks, swans, Sec. and was for
merly remarkable for a vast number of martens, of 
which it cannot now boast but a very small propOl,tion. 

The Mud Lake must have formerly been a part of 
the Cedar Lake, but the immense quantity of earth 
and sand, brought down by the Saskatchi wine, has filled 
up this part of it for a circumference whose diameter is· 
at least fifteen or twenty miles: pal't of which space is 
still covered with a few feet of water, but the greatest 
proportion is 3haded with large trees, such as the liard, 
the swamp-ash, and the willow. This land consists (,f 
many islands, ,",hich consequently form various chan
nels, several of which are occasionally dry, and bearing 
young wood. It is, indeed, morc than probable that 
thi. river will, in the course of time, convert the whole 
of the Cedat' Lake into a for':5t. To the north-west the 
cedar is not to be found. 

From this lake the Saskatchiwine may be considered 
as navigable tonear its SOUl'ces in the rocky mountains, 
for canoes, and without a carrying-place, making a 
great bend to Cumberland House, on Sturgeon Lake. 
Fro111 the confluence of its north and south branches 
its course is westerly; spreading itself, it receives se
veral tributary streams, and encompasses <!-large tract 
of country, whic)l is level, particularly along the south 

• 'Ibis WJulso a jJrincil'al post of tjle French, who gave it its name. 
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b:-anch, but is j;llle known.-Beaver, and other animals 
"Lose furs are villuable, are :..mongst the inhabitants 
()f til'" north-weot bl'anc~, and the plains are covered 
~. ith btlci'~lo,"s, ,·.-c1\"es, and small foxes; particularly 
,l'~)O~t Ltc south branch, wl,jcll how(:.'.(;l',. has of late 
.:laimed some ~ltt'·:ntion, as it is now ur,(l e ;'stood, tbt 
w here the r ~,,-ins Laminate to\', an: s tj,e rock;,' mountl~in, 
ther;: is a "pace of hilly country, clJehecl with wood, 
and inhabited also by animals of the fur kind. This 
llas been actually determined to h: the case towards 
the head of the north branch, W;ltf:: the trade has been 
carried to about the latitude 54,. north, and longitude 
1l4-1;-. west. The bed and banks of the l"tter, in some 
few -places, discover a stratum of free stone; but, in 
general, they are composed of elu'th and u.nci. The 
plains are sand and gravel, covered with fine :c;raS9, and 
mixed with a small quantity of, ct;clc,:.'e tanh. This 
is particularly observablt dong (i,e north ularJcb, the 
west side of which is covered with wooel. 

There are on this river five principal factories for 
the convenience of trade with the natives. 1\epawi 
House, South branch House, Fort-Georg-e I-louse, Fort· 
Augustus House, and Upper Establishll;ent. There 
have been many others, which, from various causes, 
have been changed for these, while there are occasion. 
ally others depending on each of them. 

The inhabitants, from the informll.tion I could obtain, 
are as follow: 

At Nepawi, and South-Branch House, about thirty 
tents of Knisteneaux, or ninety warriors; and sixty 
tents of Stone-Indians, or Assiniboins, who are their 
neighbours, and are equal to two hundred men; their 
hunting grounds extend u pW<ll'ds to about the Eagle 
Hills. Next to them are those who trade at Forts 
George and Aug'ustus, and are about eighty tel,to or 
up"'ll.rds of KnisteReaux: on tither side of the ril'el', 
their number may be two hundred. In the same 
country ale one hundred and forty, tents of Stone
Indians; not quite half of them inhabit the ,\V,t 
woody country; the others never len'e the plains! 
and their numbers cannot be less than foul' hundred. 
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and fifty men. At the southern head-waters of the 
nort', branch dwells a tribe called Sarsees, consisting 
of about thirty-five tents, or one hundred and twenty 
m n. !1pposite to those eastward, on the head··waters 
of the south branch, are the Picaneaux, to the number 
of from twel\'e to fifteen hundred men. Next to them 
on the same water, are the lliood-India:ns, of the same 
nation ~s the last, to the number of about fifty tents, 
or two hundred and fifty men. From them down
wards extend the Black-Feet Imlians, of the same na
tion as the two lal>t tribes; their number may be 
eight hundred men. Next to them, and who extend 
to the confluence of the south and north branch, are 
the Fall, or Big-bellied Indians, who may amount to 
about six hundred warriors. 

Of all these diffel'ent tribes, those who inhabit the 
bl'oken country on the north-west side, and the source 
of the nOl,th branch, are beaver-hunters; the others 
deal in provisions, wolf, buffalo, and fox-skins; and 
many people on the south branch do not trouble them
set yes to come near the trading establishments. Those 
who do, choose such establishments as are next to 
their countl-Y. The Stone-Indians here, are the same 
people as the Stone-Indians, or Assiniboins, who in
habit the rivel' of that name ali'eady described, and 
both are detached tribes from the N adawasis, who in
habit the westel'n side of the l\Iissisippi, and lowel' 
part of the Missisoury. The Fall, or Big-bellied In
dians, are from the south-eastward also, and of a peo
ple who inhabit the plains from the north bend of the 
last mentioned river, latitude 47.32. north, longitude 
101. 25. west, to the south bend of the Assiniboin Ri
ver, to the number of seven hundred men. Some of 
them occasionally come to the jatter river to exchange 
dressed buffalo robes, and bad wolf-skins for article:> 
of no great value. 
- The Picaneaux, Black-Feet, and Blood-Indians, are 
a distinct people, speak a Iilnguage of their own, and 
I have reason to think, are travelling north-westward, 
as well as the others just mentioned: nor have I 
heard of any Indians with whose langua~e that \\'hi~h 

F2 
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they speak has aliy affinity. They are the people 
\vho deal in horses and take them upon the war-par
ties towards Mexico; from which, it is evident, that 
the co~mtry to the south-east of them, consists of plains, 
as those animals could not weli be conducted through 
an hilly and woody country, intersected by waters. 

The Sarsees, who are but few in number, appear 
from their Ian gauge, to€ome on the contrary from 
the north-westward, and are of the same people as the 
Rocky-Mountain Indians, described in my second 
journal, who are a tribe of the Chepewyans; and, as 
for the Knisteneaux, there is no question of their ha
ving been, and continuing to be, invaders of this coun
try, from the eastward. Formerly, they struck terror 
into all the other tribes whom they met; but now 
they have lost the respect that was yaid to them; as 
those whom they formerly considered ::'s barbarians, 
are now their allies, and consequently become' better 
acquamted with them, and 1"t·,·e a.: quin.d the use of 
fire-arms. The fermer are still proud \' i,];out power,. 
and ~ffect to consider the otl\ers as theil' inferiors; 
those consequently are extrem.cly jealous cf them, 
und, depending upon their 0\,;) sup~;i(jr'!(y in numbers, 
will not submit tamely to their insults; so that the 
consequences often prove fatal, and the KIl:~tcl1c:lUY1 
are thereby decreasing both in po" tr and number: 
spirituous liquors also tend to th(;ir din,inution, as 
they are instigated thereby tl) e)' ~~:\,; c. in 'i uarrels 
which frequently have the most dis"strolls tc:rmination 
.~mOllg themselves. 

The Stone-Indians must not be con~idered in the 
same point of view respecting the Lllisknu,u:;, for 
they have been generally obligz:d, fn;,li "aeru:JS «lLlSC3 
to court their alliance. They, howey,".', an: 110t II ilil
(~llt their disagreements, and it is SOElUim'2s very dIi'
iicult.to compose their differences. These quarrt:l5 
~ccaslOnally take place with the traders, and some
tl~l1C& h~ve a tragical conclusion.-They generally od
l;lllute 1,11 consequence of stealing women and horses: 
the? haye gre~t numbers of the bUet' throughout 
\ilt:J1' plams, whIch arc brought, as has been observ~d, 
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from the Spanish settlements in Mexico; and many 
of them have been seen, even in the back parts of this 
country, branded with the initi~ls of their original 
owners names. Those horses are distinctly employed 
as beasts of burden, and to C\l:l,e the bnfi'aln. The 
former are not considel'ed as b"ing of much value, 
as they may be purchased for a gun, which costs no 
more than twenty-one shillings in Great-TIl itain. Ma
ny of the hunters cannot be purchasfCl with ten, the 
comparitive yalue of which exceeds the property of 
any native. 

Of these useful animals 1]') care whatever is taken, 
as when they are no longer employed, they are"turned 
loose winter and ~ummer to provide for themselves. 
Here it is to be ebserved, that tl1e country, in general, 
on the west and north side of this great r;ver, is bro
ken by the lakes and l'i\ers with small intervening 
plains, where the soil is good, and the grass grows to 
some length. To these the male buffaloes resort for 
the winter, and if it be very severe, the females also 
are obliged to lea \'(; the plains. 

But to return to the route by which the progress 
"est and north is made through this continent. 

\Ve leave the Saskatchiwine* by entering the ri\er 
which forms the discharge of the Sturgeon Lake, on 
whose east bank is situated Cumberland house, in lati
tude 53. 56. north, longitude 102. 15. The distance 
between the entrance and Cumbel'land house is esti
mated at twenty miles. It is very evident that the 
mud which is carried down by the Saskatchiwine Ri
ver, has formed the land that lies between it and the 
lake, for the distance of upwards of t\,ienty miles in 
the line of the river, which is inu11flated during one 
half of the summer, though covered with wooel. This 
lake forms an irregulztl' horse-shoe, one side of which 
rUllS to the nerth-west, and bears the- name of Pine
Island-Lake, and the other known by the name alrea-

* It may ~)e prop~r tc! observe, that the French I~ad t:\V'C; scttle~C'llts upon the 
S.l"ka\cillwlne, long before, atld at tJ"e cooques.t at CJ,llJ(,<!; ~he l1f~t at the P..ls· 
qUIa, nC.l[ Cdrrut River, and the otile.- at N1PdWI,. where UH~Y Had a~ncuJtural.ln
Slfumentg and wheel.carflJhCs,· iU ... rks of uoth beLllg fouad abuut tho::.e cstaUll.
mClltl" where the soil js e.\l.~ lJ.ehl. 
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dy mentioned, runs to the east of north, a?d is the 
largest: its length is abou~ tw~nty-se.ven miles, ~nd 
its greatest breadth about SIX 111lleS. rhe north side 
of t'H: IJtter is the S,l'ne kine! of rock as that descl'lbed 
in Le' i'~'~ \Yinipic, on the ,,-eot shore. In latitude 
54. 16. nOI,th. the Sturgeon- '''eir RiYer discharges it
self into "his b!~e, and its bed appears to be of the 
same kind of l'Ock, and is almost a continllal rapid. 
Its dil'ect COUl'se i~> about west by north, and with its 
windings is about thirLy miles. It take5 its waters 
into the Beaver Lake, the south-west side of which 
consists of the same rock lying in thin strata: the 
route th.en.proceeds from j,land to island for about 
twelve miles, and al' In:; the north shore, for four miles 
more, the whole being a nortll-\\est course to the en· 
trance of alireI', in Lttitucle 54. 32. north. The lake, 
for this distance, is about iour or five miles wiele, and 
abounds with fish common to the country. The part 
of it upon the rig-ht of that which has been described, 
.. ppears more considerable. The islands are rocky, 
and the lake itself surrounded by rocks. The com
munication from henc€ to the Bouleau Lake, alter
nately nanOW5 into 1'i\'(;;r5, and spreads into small, 
lakes. The interruptions are, the Pente Portage, 
which is succeeded by the Grand Rapid, where there 
is a Decharge, the Carp Portag-e, the Bouleau Port. 
age in latitude 54. 50. north, including a distance, to
gether with the windings, of thirty-four miles, in a 
westerly direction. The Lake de Bouleau then fol
lows. This lake might with great propritty be de
!lominated a canal, as it is 1I0t more than a mile in 
breadth. Its course is rather to the east of north fot: 
twdve miles to Portage de L'Isle. From thence there 
!s still ~ater, t,o PG~'tage d',Epinettes, except an adjoin
mg rapId. I he distance IS not more than four miles 
westerly. !-fter crossing this portage, it is not more 
than t',yO miles to Lake :Miron, which is in btitude 55. 
7. north. Its length is about twelve miles and its 
oreadth irregular, ii'om two to ten milts. It' is only 
~eparated from Lake du Chitique, or Pelican Lake, by 
a short, nal'l'Ow, and small strait. That lake is not. 
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more 'than seven miles long, and its course about 
no'-th-west. The Lake des Bois then SlICCc?C(:s, the 
r:t"~:lge to which, i,s th~~~\gh, sm~1I Lt', ~~, sqnfl;ted 
by falls and \",1))1'1.;. 1 ;]l; first IS a Dccnars,c: tnc;n 
follow the three: ,~;,tlc,s, in immediClte succession. F10m 
hence L;~ke des Lois runs about t\\cntv-one miler;. Its 
COUl'se is south-south-east, and l1orth-;ot"th-west, :,m.L 
is full of islands .• The pas,;a,:;:O continues th:'ough ;1>1 

intricate, narrow winding, and shallow channel for 
eight miles. The intern\~),ions in this distance are 
freqllent, but dcpend much on the state of the waters. 
Having passell them, it IS r;"cessary to cross the Port
age de Traite, or, as it i~ c3Jlecl by the lndi:!:ls, Athi
quisrpichigan Ouinigan. or the Portz,:;~ of the Stretch
ed Frog-Skin, to the :\lio~iDipi. The. waters alre;:,ly 
described c!is,:harge th~mselves into Lake \Vinipic, 
and aug'lI\ent thos~ of Lhe river N c: !son. These which 
we arc !Wi\' e.!teri'1S' are called the Missinipi, 01' 

great Chlll'chitl River. 
All the .:ountl'y to t .. le sou:h and east of this, wi thin 

the line of the pl'o!-;l'ess that has been described, is in
terspersed by lakes, hills, and rivers, o.nd is full of ani
mals, of the fur kind, as well as the moose-deer. Its 
inhabitants are the Knistel1t:au:; Indians, \vho are cal
led by the servants of the Uud~on's Bay Company, at 
York, their home-guards. 

The tradel's []'Om Canada succeeded for several 
years in getting' the largest proportion of their furs, till 
the real' 1793, when the se'!'vants of tl."-t company 
thought proper to send people amongst them, (and 
"lly they did not do it before is best known to them
selves) tOl' the purpose of trade, and securing their. cre
dits, wljell the Indians were apt to forget. From the 
short distance they hac! to come, and the quantity of 
goods they supplied, the tl'acle has, in a gl'e<l.t measure, 
reverted to them, as the merchants from Canada could 
not meet them upon equal tem1S. vVhat added to the 
loss of the Jalter, was murder of the Olll:! of their tra
der.,;, by the Indians, about this period. Of the;;e peo. 
pie not above eighty men have beell known to the tra-
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del's from Canada, but they consist of a much gre .. ter 
number. 

The Portage de Traite, a~ ha~ been already hinted, 
received its name from rvIr. Joseph Frobisher, wht 
penetrated into this part of the country from Cana
da, as early as the years 1774· and 1775, wherehe met 
with the Indians in the ~I)}"ing, on their way to Churchill, 
accord;ng' to alll1ual cllstom, their canoes full of valua
ble furs. They traded with him for as many of them 
as his canoes could calTY, and in consequence of this 
transaction, the Portage receiycu and has since re
tained its present appelhition. He also llenominated 
-these water& the English HiYer. The Missinipi isthe 
the name which it recei\'.:d f!'Olll the Ki~isteneaux, 
when they first came to this country, and either de
stroyed 0;' dl'ove back the ,natives, "hom t~"cr held in 
great contempt, on nlany accounts, but particularly for 
their ignorance in hunting the beaYe!', 'l" \\"ell as in pre
pal'ing, stretching, and drying the skins of those ani
mal3. And as a hign of theil derision, they btretched 
the skin of a fro r; , and hung it up at the Fortage. 
This was, ",t that t:me, the utmost e:;t~nt of their con
<lUt'it v!' warfaring progl'ess west, and is in latitude 55. 
:':5. north, and longitude 1031. west. The river here, 
which be:,;'s t;le appearance of a l~,ke, takes its name 
from the Portage, and is full of islands. It runs from 
cast to west about sixteen miles, and is form four to 
five miles broad. Then succeed falls and cascades 
which form what is called the GranLl Rapi·:l. From 
thence there is a <;llccession of small lakes and ri vel'S, in
terrupted by !'al'i'is and falls, viz. the Portal,;e de Dareel, 
the Portage de Ulsle, and that of the Hapid River. 
The COllrse is twenty miles from east-south-east to 
north-north-west. The Rapid River Late then l'llllS 

w~st ~ve ;mile.s, and is of an 0val form. The Rapid 
River IS tue discharge of L"ke la Rouge, where there 
has bee!~ an establishment for trade from the year 
1782_. Slllce the small-pox raYaO'ed these parts there 
ha\'e bet:n but f\:w inhabitants: tllese are of the' Knis.
t~neaux t.l'ibe? and d,o not exceed thirty men. The 
direct navigatwn contmues to be through ri~ers and 
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etlbals, interrupted by rapids; and the distance to the 
first Decharge is four miles in a westel'ly direction. 
Then follows Lake de la Montague, which runs south. 
south-wes~ three miles and an half, then north six 
miles, through narrow channels, formed by islands, 
nnd continues north-north-west fire miles, to the POI't
age of the same name, "'hich is no sooner crossed, 
than another appears ill sight, leading to the Otter 
Lake, from whence it is nine miles westerly to the 
Otter Portage, in latitude 5 5. 39. Between this and 
the Portage du Diable, are several I'apids, and the 
distance three miles anc! an half. Then sllcceecls the 
lake of the same name, running from south-east to 
north-west, five miles, anc! west fOUl' miles and an 
half. There is then a succession of small lakes, ra
pids, and falis, producing the Portage des Ecors, Por
tage du Galet, and Portage des Morts, the whole com
prehending a distance of six miles, to the lake of the 
latter name. On the left side is a point covered with 
human bones, the relics of the small-pox; which cir
cumstance gave the Portage and lake this melancholy 
denomination. Its cour5e is sQuth-west fifteen miles, 
while its breadth does not exceed three miles. FrQm 
thence a rapid river leads to PQrtage de Hallier, which 
is fQliQwed by Lake de L'Isle CPOUl'S:' it is, however, 
improperly called a lake, as it contains frequently im
pediments amongst its islands, from rapids- There 
is a vel'y dangerous one about the centre of it, which 
is named the Rapid qui ne petrIe PQint, 0.1' that never 
speaks, from its silent whirlpool-mQtion. In some of 
the whirlpools the suction is so PQwerful, that the:' r,l'e 
carefully avoided. At some distance [rom the ~ilent 
rapid, is a narrow stl'ait, where the Indians have paint
ed red figures on the face of a rock, and where it was 
their custom formerly to make an Qffering of SQme of 
the al,ticles they had with them, in their way to and 
from Churchill. The course in this lake, which is ve
ry meandering. may be estimated at thirty-eight miles, 
and is terminated by the Portage du Canot Tourner, 
from the .danger to which those are subject who ven
ture to run this rapid. FrQm thence a river of one 
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mile and an half north-west course leads to the Por. 
tm:l'e de DOII.kau, ancl in about half a mile to the Por· 
tage des Epingles, so called fmm th~ sh~J'pne5s o.f its 
stones. Then follows the Lake des tiOUI"lS, the dIrec
tion across \\ hiLh is amongst islands, north-west by 
west six miles. In this traverse is an island, which 
is remarkable for a very largl'l stone, in the form of a 
bear, on which the natives have painted the head and 
snout of that animal; and here they also were former
ly accustomed to oirtl' sacrifices. This lake is sepa
rated only by a narrow strait from the Lake du Ser
pent, which rU115 north-north-west sev:·n 1.,iles, to a 
narrow channel, that connects it with: iHltLer lake, 
bearing the same name, and l'lll1lling e:l' sa,~)< {ourse 
fOI' eleven miles, when the rapid vi the S~·.llle dello
mination is entered on the west !>icle cf the L·.ke. It 
is to be remarked here, that for about ';.,'cc or fom 
miles on the north-west side of thi~ 10;]:<,:, thl:!'!:. is a 
high bank of clay and sand, clothed witll cypre5s trees, 
a circumstance which is not observable on any lakes 
hitherto mentioned, as they are bounded, particularly 
on the north, by black and grey rocks. It may also 
be considered as a most extraordinary circumstance, 
that the Chepewyans go nol'th-west from hence to the 
barren grounds, which is their own country, with
out the assistance of canoes; as it is well kno\"n 
that in every other part which has been described, 
from Cumberland house, the country is broken on ei· 
ther side of the direction to a great extent: so that a 
traveller could not go at right angles with any of the 
waters already mentioned, without meetilw with others 
in every eight or ten miles. This will ,~lso be found 
to be very much the case in proceeding to Portage la 
Loche. 

The last mentioned rapid is upwarch of three miles 
10l~g, north-we~t by west; there is, however, no car
rymg, as the llll~ and poles are sufflcient to drag and 
set the canoe agall1st the CUlTent. Lake Croche is then 
crossed in a westerly dir.ectioll of six miles, though its 
~hole length may. be tWice that distance; after which 
It contracts to a nver that runs wester~y for ten lliiles, 
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when it forms a bend, which is left to the sOtlth, and 
entering a portion of its waters called the Grass Ri
ver, whose meandering cour:;e is about six miles, but 
in a direct line not more than half that length, where 
it receives its waters from the great river, which then 
runs westerlv eleven miles before it forms the Knee 
Lake, whos~ direction is to the north Df west. It is 
full of islands for eighteen miles, and its greatest ap
part:nt breadth is not more than five miles. The port
age of the same name is several hundred yards long, 
and over large stones. Its latitude is 55. 50. and lon
gitude 106, 30. Two miles further north is the com
mencement of the Croche Rapid, which is a succes
sion of cascades fol' about three miles, making a bend 
due south to the Lake du Primeau, whose course is 
various, and through islancls, to the distance of about 
fifteen miles. The banks of this lake are low, stony, 
and marshy, whose grass and rushes afford shelter and 
food to great numbers of wild fowl. At its western 
extremity is Portage la Puise, from whence the river 
takes a meanderin~ course, widening and contracting 
-at intervals, and is much interrupted by rapids. Af
ter a westerly course of twenty miles, it reaches Por
tage Pellet. From hence, in the course of seven 
miles, are three rapids, to which succeeds the Shagoi
na Lake, which may be eighteen miles in circumfer
ence. Then Shagoina strait and rapid lead into the 
Lake of Isle ala Croise, in which the course is south 
twenty miles, and south-we!)t fourteen miles, to the 
Point au Sable; opposite to which is the discharge of 
the Beaver-river, bearing south six miles: the lake ill 
the distance run, does not exceed twelve miles in its 
greatest breadth. It now turns west-soutL-west, the 
Isle a la Crosse being on the south, and the main land 
on the north; and it cleal's the one and the other.in the 
distance of three miles, the watel' presenting an optm 
horizon to right and left: that on the left formed by it 
deep narrow bay, about ten leagues in depth: and that 
to the right by what is called Ia. Riviere Creuse, 01" 

Deep River, being a canal of still water, which is here 
[ow' miles 'Wide. On following the last cours'e, Isle a 

G 
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la Crosse Fort appears on a low isthmus, at the distance 
of five miles, and is in latitude 55. 25. north, and Ion. 
gitude J 07. 48. west. 

This lake and fort take their names from the island 
just menti0ned, whIch as has been already observed, reo 
ceived its denomination from the game of the crOSii, 
which forms a principal amusement among the natives. 

The situation of this lake, the abundance of the fin. 
est fish in the world to be found in its waters, the rich. 
ness of it'; surrounding banks ancl forests, in moose and 
fallow deer, with the vast numbers of the smaller tribes 
of animals, whose skins are precious, and the numer· 
ous flocks of wild fowl that ii'equt-nt it in the spring 
and fall, make it a mo~t desirable spot for the constant 
residence of some, and the occasional rendezvous of 
others of the inhabitants of the country, particularly 
of the Knisteneaux. 

,.vho the original people were that were driven from 
it, when conquered by the Knisteneaux is not now 
known, as not a single vestige remains of them. The 
latter, and the Chepewyans, are the only people that 
have been known here; and it is evident that the last· 
mentioned 4:onsider themselves as 5trangers, ancl sel· 
dom remain longer than three or four years, without 
visiting their relations and friends in the barren 
grounds, which they term their native country. They 
were for some time treatt!d by the Knisteneaux as ene· 
mies; who now allow them to hunt to the north of 
the track which has been described, from Fort du 
Truite upwards, but when they occasionally meet them, 
they insist on contributions, and frequently punish reo 
sitance with their arms. This is somttimes done at 
the forts, or places of trade, but then it appears to be 
a voluntary gift. A tJ'eat of rum is expected on the 
occasion, which the Chepewyans on no other account 
ever purchase; and those only who have had frequent 
intercourse with the Knisteneaux have any inclination 
to drink it. 

When the Europeans first penetrated into this 
country, in 1777, the people of both tribes were nu· 
merous, but the small·pox was fatal to them all, so that 
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there does not exist of the one at pl'esent, more than 
fOl,ty resident families; and the other has been from 
about thirty to two hundred families. These numbers 
are applicable to the constant and less ambitious inha
bitants, who arc satisfied with the quiet possession of 
a country afferding, without risk or mlich trouble, eve
ry thin!; necessary to their comfort; for since traders 
have spread themselves over it, it is no more the ren
dezvous of the el'l'ant Knisteneaux, part of whom ·used 
annually to return thither from the country of the 
Beaver Ri vel', which they had explored to its source 
in theil' wal' and hunting exc:ursions, and as far as the 
Saskatchiwine, where they sometimes met people of 
their Own nation, who had prosecuted similal' con
quests up that river. In that country they found abun
dance of fish and animals, such as have been already 
desc rib ed, with the addition of the buffaloes, who range 
in the partial patches of meadow scattered along the 
rivers and lakes. From thence they returned in the 
spring to the friends whom they had left; and at the 
same time met with others who had penetrated, with 
the same designs, into the Athabasca country, which 
will be described hereafter. 

The spring was the period of this joyful meeting, 
when theil' time was occupied in feasting, dancing, 
and other pastimes, which were occasion"Uy suspend
ed fOl' sacrifice, and religious solemnity: while the 
narratives of their travels, and the history of their 
wars, amused and animated the festival. The time 
ef rejoicing was but short, and was soon interrupted 
by tke necessary preparations for theil' annual jour
ney to Churchill, to exchange their furs for such Eu
ropean articles as were now become necessary to 
them. The shortness of the seasons, and the gTeat 
length of their way requiring the utmost dispatch, the 
most active men of the tribe, with their youngest women, 
and a few of their children undertook the voyage-, un-' 
del' the direction of some of their chiefs, following the 
waters already described, to their discharge at Churchill 
Factory, which are called, as has already been observ
ed, the Missinipi, or Gn!at Waters. There they Lre-
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rnained no long-er than was sufficient to harter their 
commodities, with a supernumeJ ary clay or two to gra
tify themselvt's with the indulgence of spi;'ituous li
quors. At the same time the illcon!:ider,,-ble quantity 
they could purch:l.se to carry away with them, for a re
gale with their friends, was held sacred, and reserved 
t'J heishten the enjoyment of their return home, when 
the anluseTY'lents, festivity, and religious solemnities of 
the ~;)I'inb "'ere repeated. T be usual time aFprupriat
ed to these convivialities being completed, they sepa
rated, to pursue their different objects; and if they 
were determined to go to war, they mad<: the necessa
ry arrangements for their future operations. 

But we must now renew the progress of the route. 
It is not m.ore than two miles from Isle a la Crosse 
Fort, to a point of land which forms a chtek of that 
part of the lake called the Riviere Creuse, which pre
liierves the breadth already mentioned for upwards of 
twenty miles; then contracts to about two, for the dis
tance of ten miles more, when it opens to Lake Clear, 
which is very ",ide,and commands an open horizon,keep. 
ing the west shore for ~ix miles. The whole of the dis
tance mentioned is about north-west, when by a narrow, 
crooked channel, turning to the south of webt, the en~ 
try made into Lake du Boeuf, which is conu'acted near 
the middle, by a projecting sandy point; independent 
of which, it may be described as from six to twelve 
miles in breadth, thirty-six miles long, and in a north
west direction. At the north-west end, in latitude 56. 
13. it receives the walers of the river la Loche, which, 
in the fall of the year, is very -shallow, and navigated 
with difficulty even by half-laden canoes. Its water 
is nut sufficient to form strong rapids, though from its 
rocky bottom the canoes are frequently in considera. 
ble danger. Including its meanders, the course of this 
river may be computed at twenty-four miles. and re· 
ceives its first waters from the lake of the same name, 
which is about twenty miles long, and six wide; into 
which a small river flows, sufficient to bear loaded ca~ 
noes, for about a mile and an half, where the navigation 
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cea.ses; and the canoes, with their lading, are carried 
over the Portage la LQche for thirteen miles. 

This Portage is the ridge that divides the waters 
which discharge themselves into Hudson's Bay, from 
those that flow into the northern ocean, and is in lati
tude 56. 20. and longitude 109. 15. "Vest. It runs 
south west until it loses its local height between the 
Saskatchiwine and the Elk Rivers; close on the bank 
oCthe former, in latitude 53.36. north, longitude 113. 
45. west, it may be traced in an easterly direction to
ward latitude 58. 120 north, and longitude I03!. west, 
when it appears to take its course due north, and may 
probably reach the Frozen Seas. 

From Lake Ie Souris, the banks of the rivers and 
lakes display a smaller portion of solid rock.· The 
land is low and stony, intermixed with a light, sandy 
soil, and clothed with wood. That of the Beaver Ri
ver is of a more plooductive quality: but no part of it 
has ever been cultivated by the natives or Europeans, 
except a small garden at the Isle a la Crosse, which 
well repaid the labor bestowed upon it. 

The Portage la Loche is of a level surface, in some 
parts abounding with stones, but in general it is an 
entiloe sand, and covered with the cypress, the pine, the 
spruce, fir, and other trees natural toits soilo 'Vithin 
three miles of the north-west termination, there is a 
!>mall round lake, whose diameter does not exc'eed a 
mile, and which affords a trifling respite to the labor of 
carrying. Within a mile of the termination of the 
Portage is a very steep precipice, whose ascent and 
descent appears to be equally impracticable in any way, 
as it consists of a succession uf eight hills, some of 
which are almost perpendicular; nevertheless,the Ca
nadians contrive to surmount all these difficulties, even 
with their canoes and lading. 

This precipice, which rises upwards of a thousand 
feet above the plain beneath it, commands a most ex
tensIve, romantic, and ravishing prospect. From 
thence the eve looks down Gn the cour-se of the littl~ 
river, by so~e called the Swan River, and by others" 
the Clear-Water and Pelican River, beautifully mean-

G2 
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dering for upwards of thirty miles. The valley, which 
is at once refresht:d and adorned by it, is about three 
miles in breadth, and is confined hy two lofty ridges 
of equal height, displaying a most delightful inter
mixture of wood and lawn, and l>tretching on until the 
blue mist obscures the prospect. Some parts of the 
inclining heights are covered with stately forests, re
lieved by promontories of the finest verdure, where 
the elk and buffalo find pasture. These are contrast
ed by spots where fil'e has destroyed the woods, ami 
left a dreary void behind it. Nor, when I beheld this 
,vonderful display of uncultivated nature, was the 
moving scenery of human occupation wanting to com
plete the picture. From this elevated situation I be
held my people, diminished, as it were, to half theil" 
l!>ize, employed in pitching their tents in a charming 
meadow, and among the canoes, which, being turned 
upon their sides, presented their reddent:el bottoms in 
contrast with the surrounding verdure. At the same 
time, the process of gumming them produced nume
roUs small spires of smoke, which, as they rose, en
livened the scene, and at length bltnded with th€ 
larger columns that ascended from the fires where the 
lIuppers were preparing. It was in the month of 
September \\ hen I enjoyed a scene, ot which I do nr.t 
presume to give an adequate description; and as it 
was the rutting season of the t:lk, the whistling of 
that arl;mal wa, heard in all the variety which the 
echoes could afford it. 

This river, which waters and reflects sLch enchant
ing scenery, runs, including its windings, upwards of 
eighty miles, when it discharges itself in the Elk 
River, according to the denomination of the natives, 
but commonly called ~y t'-le white people, the Alha
basca River, in latitude 56. 42. r.oltb. 

At a small distance from Partrq.;e la Loche, several 
carrying-place; intc flupt the naviGation of the river; 
,about ,the middle of which are some mineral springs, 
whose margins arc coycred with sulphurtous incrusta
tions. At the juncticn or f{lrk, the Elk. River is about 
t!:lree qu.arters of no mile in brc~\dth, and runs in a st~'"-
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dy current, sometimes contracting, but never increas
ing its channel, until, after receiving several small 
streams, it discharges itself into the Lake of the Hills, 
in latitude 58. 36. north. At about twenty-four miles 
from the fork, are some bitumenous fountains, illlto 
which a pole of twenty feet long may be inserted with
out the least resistance. The bitumen is in a fluid 
state, -and when mixed with gum, or the resinous sub
stance coilected from the spruce fir, serves to gum 
the canoes. In its heated state it emits a smell like 
that of sea-coal. The banks of the river, which are 
there very elevated, discover veins of the same bitu
menous quality. At a small distance from the fork, 
houses have been erected for the convenience of trad
ing with a party of the Knisteneaux, who visit the 
adjacent country for the purpose of hunting. 

At the distance of about forty miles from the lake. 
is the Old Establishment, which has been already men
tioned, as formed by Mr. Pond in the year 1778-9, 
and which was the only one iu this part of the world, 
until the year 1785. In the year 1788, it was trans
ferred to the Lake of the Hills, and formea on a point 
on its southern side, at about eight miles from the 
discharge of the river. It was named Fort Chepewy
all, and is in latitude 58. 38. north, longitude 110. 
26. west, and much better situated for trade and fish
ing, as the people here have recourse to water for 
their support. 

This being the place which I made my head-quar
ten; for eight years, and from whence I took my de
parture, on both my expeditions, I shall give some 
account of it, with the manner of carrying 0:1 the 
trade there, and other circumstances connected with it. 

The laden canoes which leave Lake la Pluie about 
the first of August, do not arrive here till the latter 
end of September, or the beginning of October, when 
a necessary proportion of them is dispatched up the 
Peace RiYer to trade with the Beaver and Rocky-Moun
tain Inclians.-Others are sent to the Slave River and 
Lake, or beyond them, <Lnd traffic with th~ inhabitants 
of that c()untry. A small part of them, If not left at 
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the Fork of the Elk River, return thither for the Knis
teneaux, while the rest of the people and merchandize 
remain here to carryon trade with the Chepewyans. 

Here have I arrived with ninety ,01' an hundred men 
without any provision for their sustenance ~ for what
ever quantity might have been obtained from the na
tives during the summer, it could not be more than 
sufficient for the people dispatched to their different 
posts; and even if there were a casual superfluity, it 
was absolutely necessary to preserve it untouched, for 
the demands of the spring. The whole dependence, 
therefore, of those who remained, was on the lake, 
and fishing implements for the means of our support. 
The nets are sixty fathoms in length, when set, and 
contain fifteen meshes of five inches in depth. The 
manner of using them is as follows: A small stone 
and wooden buoy are fastened to the side-line op
posite to each other, at about the distance of two 
fathoms: when the net is carefully thrown into the 
water, the stone sinks it to the bottom, while the buoy 
keeps it at its full extent, and it is secured in its situ
ation by a stone at either end. The nets are visited 
every day, and taken eut every other day to be clean
ed and dried. This is a very ready operation when 
the waters are not frozen, but when the frost has set 
in, and the ice has acquired its greatest thickness, 
which is sometimes as much as five feet, holes are cut 
in it at the distance of thirty feet from each other, to 
the full length of the net; one of them is larger than 
the rest, being generally about four feet square, and 
is called the bason: by means of them, and poles of 
a propol,tionable length, the nets are placed in and 
drawn out of the water. The setting of hooks and 
lines is so simple an employment as to render a des
criplio.n unneccssarf' The white fish are the princi
pal object of pursmt: they spawn in the fall of the 
year, ~nd, at about the setting in 'Of the hard frost, 
cl"Owd 1I1 shoals to the shaIl0w water, when as many 
as possible are taken, in order that a portion of them 
may be laid by in the frost to provide against the scar
city of winter; as during that season, the fish of eve-
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ry description decrease in the lakes, jf they do not al
together disappear. Some have supposed, that dming 
thif; period they are stationary, or assume an inactive 
state. If there should be any intervals of warm wea
ther during the fall, it is necessary to suspend the fish 
by the tail, though they are not so good as those which 
are altogether preserved by the fl"C'st. In this state 
they remain to the beginning of April, when they 
have been found as sweet as when they were caught". 

Thus do these voyagers li\'c, year after year, en
tirely u1Jon fish, without even the quickening flavour 
of salt, or the variety of any farinaceous root or vege
table. Salt, however, if their habits had not rendered 
it unnecessary, might be obtained in this country to' 
the westward of the Peace HiveI', where it loses its 
n-".n::: i:1 that of the Slave River, from the nume
rous salt-ponds and springs to be found there, which 
will supply ia any quantity, in a state of concretion, 
and perfectly white and clean. "Vhen the Indians pass 
that way, they bring a small quantity to the fort, with 
othel' articles of traffic. 

During a short period of the spring and fall, great 
~umbers of wild fowl frequent this country, which 
proye a very gratifying food after such a long priva
tion of fic5h cmeat. It is remarkable, however, that 
the Canadians who frequent the Peace, Saskatchi
wine, and Assiniboin rivers, and live altogether on ve
nison, have a less healthy appearance than those whose 
sustenance is obtained from the waters. At the same 
tim e the scurvy is wholly unknown among them. 

In the fall of the year the native:> meet the traders 
at the forts, where they barter the furs or provisions 
which they may have procured: they then obtain 
credit, and proceed to hunt the beavers, and do not 
return till the beginning of the year; when they are 
again fitted out in the same manner, and come back 
the latter end of March, or the beginning of April. 
They are now unwilling to repair to the beaver hu?t 
until the waters are clear of ice, that th~y may kIll 

* This fishery requires the most unremitting atte~_tion, as the voyagmg C:m8d~~ 
ans are equally indolent, extravagant, and llnprOVldent, ",.ell left to tUt:w$elve .. , 
,Iud rival the ~ava~i in 01. De~lect of them(}rrow. 
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them with fit'e-at'ms, which the Chepewyans are averse 
to employ. The major part of the latter return to the 
barren grounds, and live during the summer with their 
relations and friend5 in the enjoyment of that plenty 
which is derived from numerous herds of deer. But 
those of that tribe who are most partial to these de
serts, cannot remain there in winter, and ther are 
obliged, with the deer, to take shelter in the woods 
during that rigorolil; season, when they contrive to 
kill a few beavers, and send them by young men, to 
exchange for iron utensils and ammunition. 

Till the year 1782, the people of Athabasca sent or 
carried their furs regularly to Fort Churchill, Hudson's 
Bay; and some of them have, since that time, repair
ed thither, notwithstanding they could have provided 
themselves with all the necessaries which they requir
ed. The difference of the price set on goods here and 
at that factory, made it an object with the Chepewyans 
to undertake a journey of five or six months, in the 
course of which they were reduced to the l1lqst pain
ful extremities, and often lost their lives from hunger 
and fatig·ue. At present, however, this traffic is in 
a great measure discontinued, as they were obliged to 
expend ill the course of their journey, that very am
munition which was its most alluring object: 

--.. _- ;::------

Some Account of the Kniste1teau:v,; Indialls. 

-+-
THESE people are spread oycr a vust extent of coun
try. :rhei~ language is the s~~e as that of the people 
who mhabtt the coast of Bl'ltlsh America on the At
lanti.c, with the exception of the Esquimaux,* and 
contmues along the coast of Labrador, and the gulph 
and banks of St. Laurence to Montreal. The line 
then follows the Utawas river to its source; amI. con-

~ The imilarity between their language, and th~t of the Algonquins, is an une
q~llIvobcahl pr0L!ftha~ they are the salue people. Sl)eqmen) of tht:lr respec~ive tun"'uei 
WI e erealter ~Iven. .0 
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tinues from thence nearly west along the high lands 
which divide the waters that fall into Lake Superior 
and Hudson's Bay. It then proceeds till it strikes the 
middle part of the river "'inipic, following that water 
through the Lake Winipic, to the discharge of the 
Saskatchiwine into it ; from thence it accompanies the 
latter to Fort George, when the line, striking by the 
head of the Beaver River to the Elk River; runs along 
its banks to its discharge in the Lake of the Hills; 
from which it may be carried back east, to the Isle a 
la Crosse, and so on to Churchill by the Missinipi. 
The whole of the tract between this line and Hudson's 
Bay and Straits, (except that of the Esquimaux in the 
latter) may be said to be exclusively the country of the 
Knisteneaux. Some of them, indeed, have penetrated 
further west and south to the Red River, to the south 
of Lake Winipic, and the south branch of the Sas
katchiwine. 

They are of a moderate stature, well ploportioned, 
and of gre~t activity. Examples of deformity are sel
dom to be seen among them. Their complexion is of 
a copper color, and their hair black, which is common 
to all the natives of North America. It is cut in va
rious forms, according to the fancy of the several 
tribes, and by' some is left in the long, lank, flow ofna
ture. They very generally extract their beards, and 
both sexes manifest a disposition to pluck the hail' from 
every part of the body and limbs. Their eyes are black, 
keen, and penetrating; their countenance open and 
agl·eeable, and it is a principal 9bject of their vanity 
to give every possible decoration to their persons. A 
material article in their toilets is vermilion, which they 
contrast with their native blue, white, and brown 
earths, to which charcoal is frequently added. 

Their dress is at once simple and commodious. It 
consists of tight leggins, reaching near the hip: a 
strip of cloth or leather, called assian, about a foot 
wide, and five feet long, whose ends are drawn inwards, 
and hang behind and before, oyer a belt tied round ~he 
waist fOI· that purpose: a close vest or shirt reachmg 
.clown to the former garment, and cinctured with a 
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broad strip of parchment fastened with thongs behind; 
and a cap for the head, consisting of a piece of fur, or 
!'lmaU skin, with the brush of the animal as a suspend
ed ornament: a kind of robe is thrown occasionally 
over the whole of the dress, and serves both night 
and day. These articles, with the addition of shoes 
and mittens, cOllstitute the variety of their apparel. 
The materials vary according to the season, and con
sist of dressed moose-skin, beaver prel'ared "ith the 
fur, or European woollens. The leather is neatly 
painted, and fancifully worked in some parts with por
cupine quills, and moose-deer hair: the shirts and 
leggins are also adorned with fringe and tassels; nor 
are the shoes and mittens without somewhat of appro
priate decoration, and worked with a considerable de
gree of skill and taste. These habiliments are put 
on, however, as fancy or convenience suggests; and 
they will sometimes proceeJ to the chase in the se
Yere!>t frost, covered only with the slightest of them. 
Their head-dresses are composed of the feathers of 
the swan, the eagle, and other birds. The teeth, 
hol'!1!>, and claws of diffel'ent animals, are also the oc
casional ornaments of the head and neck. Their hair, 
however arranged, is always besmeared with grease. 
The making of every article of dress is a female occu
pation; and the women, though by no means matten
tive to the decoration of their own persons, appear to 
have a still greater degree of pride in attending to the 
appearances of the men, whose faces are painted with 
more care than those of the women. 

The female dress is formed of the same materials 
as those of the other sex, but of a different make and 
arrangement. Their shoes are commonly plain, and 
their leggins gartered beneath the knees. The coat, 
Dr b?dy coveting, falls downs to the middle of the leg. 
and 1S fas.tened over thc shoulders with cords, a flap or 
caP7 lurumg down about eight inches, both bcfore and 
behm~, and agreeably ornamented with quill-work 
an? frmge ; . the bottom is also fringed, and fancifully 
palDted as lugh as the kllee. As it is very loose, it il> 
mclosed round the T'laist with a stiff belt, decorated 
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with tassels, and fastened behinrl. The arms are co
vered to the wrig-t, with detached sleeves, which are 
sewed a~ far as the bend of the arm; from thence they 
are drawn-ap to the neck, and the cornel'S of them 
fall down behind as low as the wai'it. The cap, when 
they wear one, consists of a certain quantity of lea~ 
ther or cloth, sewed at one end, by which means it is 
kept on the head, and, hanging down the back, is fas~ 
tened to the belt, as well as under the chin. The up
per garment ii; a robe like that worn by the men. 
Their hair is divided on the crown, and tied behind, or 
sometimes fastened in large knots over the ears. They 
are fond of European articles, and prefer them to their 
own native commodities. Their ornaments consist, in 
common with all savages, in bracelets, rings, and si
milar baubles. Some of the women tatoo three pel·
pendicular lines, which are sometimes double: one 
fl'om the centre of the chin to that of the under Iii), and 
one pal'allel on either side to the corner of the mouth. 

Of all the nations which I have seen on this conti
D!!-nt, the Knisteneaux women are the most comely. 
Their figure is generally well proportioned, and the 
regularity of their features would be acknowledged by 
the more civilized people. of Europe. Their complex
jon has less of that dark tinge which is common to 
tho5e savag-es who have less cleaned habits. 

These people are, in general, subject to few ,-disor
ders. Th.e lues venerea, however, is a common com
plaint, but cured by the applicati<>n of simples, with 
wllQse- virtues they appear to be well acquainted. 
They are also subject to fluxes, and pains in the breast, 
which some have attributed to the very cold and keen 
air which they inhale; but I should imagine that these 
cGmplaints must frequently proceed from their immo
del"ate indulgence in fat meat at theil' feasts, particu
larly when they have been preceded by long fasting. 

They are naturally mild and affable, as well as just 
in their dealings, not only among themselves, but with 
liItl'angers. lf They are also genel'ous and hospitable, 

* They have been called thieves, but when that vice can with justice be attdlm
tecl to,lhem, it rna)' be t~aced lolheir COijllCCUon. Wlti!. tile cIvilized people wr ... 
come mto the If co~ntry to traffic_ 

H 



85 General History of the Fur Trade. 

and good natured in the extreme, except when their 
nature is perverted by the inflammatory influence of 
spirituous liquors. To their children they are indul
gent to a fault. The father, thoug,h he assumes 00 

command over them, is ever anxiolls to im;trllct them 
in alI the preparatory qualifications fOl> war and hunt
ing; while the mother is equally attentire to her 
<laughters in teaching them every thing that is consi
tlt:red as necessary to their charactt:r and situation. 
It does not appear that the husband makes any dis
tiaction between the children of his wif"" though they 
may be tht: offspring of different fathers. Illegitima
cy is only attached to those who are born before their 
mothers have cohabited with any man by the title of 
llUsband. 

It does not appear, that chastity is considered by 
them as a virtue; or that fic1dily is believed to be es
sential to the happiness of wedded life. Though it 
sometimes happens that the infidelity of the wife is 
,punished by the husband with the loss of her hair, 
nose, and perhaps life; such severity proceedS' from 
its having been practised without his pel>mission: for 
a temporary interchange of wiyes is not uncommon; 
and the offer of their persons is considered as a neces
salT part of the hospitality due to strangers. 

\Vhen a man loses his wife, it is considered as a du
ty to marry her sister, if she has one; or he may, if 
he pleases, have them both at the same time. 

It will appear from the fatal consequences I have 
repeatedly imputed to the use of spirituous liquoi·s, 
that I milre particularly considered these people as 
llaving been, morally speaking, great sufferers from 
their cummunication with the subjects of civilived na
tions. At the same time they were not, in a state of 
nature, without their vices, and some of them of a 
kind which is the most abhorrent to cultivattd and 
reflecting man. I shall only observe, thllt incest and 
bestiality are among them. 

'Yhen ~ young man marries, he immediately goes 
to live wlth the father and mother of his wife, 'I ho 
t.reat him, nevertheless, as a perfect .stranger, until 
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after the bil,th of his first child: he then attaches him
self more to them than his own pan:nts; and his wife 
no longer gives him any other denomination than that 
of the father of her child. _ 

The profession of the men in war and hunting, and 
the more active sC<lle-of their duty is the field of bat
tl~, and the chase in the woods. They also spear 
ii~h, but the nI.l'1[tgement of the nets is left to the wo
men. The fem.tlcs of this nation are in the same suh .. 
ordinate state with those of all other savage tribes; but 
the severity of their labor i;; much diminished by their 
situation on the banks of lakes and rivers, where they 
employ canoes. In the winter, when the waters are 
frozen, they make their jOllrnies, which are never of 
any great length, with sledges clrawn by dog~. They 
are, at the same time, subject to every kind of domes
tic drudgery; they dress the leather, make the clothes 
and shoes, we,we the nets, collect wood, erect the 
tents, fetch water, and perfol'm every culinary ser
vice; so that when the duties of maternal care are 
added; it will appear that the life of these women is 
an uninterrupted succession of toil and pain. This, 
indeed, is the sense they entertain of their own situ
ation; and, under the influence of that sentiment, 
they are sometimes known to destroy their female 
children, to save them from the miseries which they 
themselves have:: suffel'ed. They abo have a ready 
way, by the use of certain simples, of procl!ring 
abortions, which they sometimes practise, from their 
hau'ed of the fathel', or to save themscJve~ the trou
ble which children occasion; ancl, as I have been cre
dibly"informcd, this unnatural act is repeated without 
any injury to the health of the women who perpetrate 
it. 

The funeral rites begin, like all other solemn ce!'e
monials, with smoaking, and are concluded by a feast. 
The body is dressed in the best habiliments possessed 
by the deceased, or his relations, and is then deposit
ed in a gl'av,~, lineel with branches: some domestic 
utensils are placed on it, ancl a kind of canopy erect
ed over it. During this cel'cmony, great lamt:ntatio~ 
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are made, and if the depal"ted person i!l very much 
rellretted, the near relations cut off their hair, pierce 
th~ fleshy part of theil' thighs and arms with arrows, 
knives, &c. and blacken their faces with charcoal. If 
they have cli'ltinguished themselves in war, they al'e 
gometimes laid on a kind of scaffolding; and I have been 
informed that women, as in the cast, have been known 
to sacrifice themselves tQ the manes of their husbands. 
The whole of the property belonging to the departed 
person is destroyeu, and the r~lations tal(e in ex
{hange for the wearing apparel, any rags that will co
,er their m.kedness. The feast bestowed on the DC· 

ca~ion, which is, 01' at least used to be, repeated an· 
rmally, is accompanied with eulogiums.on the deceas· 
ed, and without any acts of fel'ocily. On the tomb 
are carved or painted the symbols of his tri.be, which 
.tre taken from the diflerent animals of the country. 

Many and various are the motives which induce a 
~avage to engage in war. To prove his courage, o~ 
to revenge the death of his relations, or some of hiilO 
tribe, by the massacre of an enemy. If the tribe feel 
themselves called upon to go to war, the elders convene 
the peopLe, in order to know the general opinion. If 
it be [or war, the chief publishes his intention to smoke 
in the sacred stelll at a certain pel'iod, to which so
lemnity. m~dit2.tioll and faMing are required as pre
paratory ceremonials. "Vhen the people are thus !ts
sembled, and the meeting sanctified by the custom of 
smoaking, the chief enlarges on the cause!! which have 
c~lled them together, and the necessity of the IDca· 
llures proposed on the occasion. 

He then imites those who are willing to follow him, 
to 8m.oke out of the sacred stem, which is considered 
as the token of enrolment; and if it should be the gen
eral opinion, that assistance is necessary, others arc 
invited, with great formality, to join them. Ev-ery in·· 
diviclual who attends these meetings brings something 
with him as a token of his warlike intentions or as an 
object of sacrifice, which, when, the assembly dissolves, 
is suspended from poles ne?r the place of council. 

They have fl'eqnent re.~sts, and particul,u' cirC".~m~ 
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stances never fail to produce them; such as a tedious 
illness, long fasting, &c. On these occasions it is 
usual for the person who means to give the entertain
ment, to ,,:,:,o',ll1ce his design, on a certain day of open
ing- the ,11 '" rllC il1e bag and smoking out of his sacred 
r.';- 'L,i', declaration is considered as a sacred vow 
l' .,l Cil ')t be ol'oken. There are also stated periods, 
such ,c spring and autumn, when they engage in 
very l'.,,,~ and solemn ceremonies. On these occasi-
0113 ,,, ,s are oft'tred as sacrifices, and those which are 
ve~y tat, and milk-white, are preferred. They also 
mak~ large offerings of their property, whatever it may 
bt,. The scene of these ceremonies is in an open in
closure oa the bank of a rivet' or Jake, and in the most 
conspicuous situation, in order that such as are pas
sing along or traveding, may be induced to make their 
offcrings_ There is also a particular custom among 
them, that, on these occasions, if an y of the tribe, or 
even a stranger, should be passing by, and be in real 
want of any thing that is displayed as ~n offering, he 
has a right to 1;~ke it, so that he replaces it with some 
article he can spare, though it be offal' inferior value: 
but to take or tOllch any thing wantonly is considered 
as a sacrilegious act, and highly insl1lting to the great 
Master of Life, to use their own expression, who is the 
sacred object of their devotion. 

The 3cene of private sacrifice is the lodge of the per
son who performs it, which is prepared for that pur
pose by removing every thing out of it, and spread
ing greeJ: branches in every part. The fire and ashes 
are also taken away. A new hearth is made of fresh 
earth, and ,mother fire is lighted. The owner of the 
dwelling remains alone in it; and he begins the ceremo
ny by spreading a piece of new cloth, or a well-dressed 
moose-skin neatly painted, on which he opens his me
dicine-bag and exposes its contents, consisting of va
rious articles. The principal of them is a kind of 
household god, which is a small carved image about 
eight inches long', Its first covering .is of down, ovet' 
which a piece of birch bark is closely tied, and the 
Whole is enveloped in several folds of red and blu<;· 

Hz 
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cloth. This little figure is an object of the most pi
ous regard. The next artide is his war-cap, which 
is decorated with the feathers and plumes of scarce 
bitds, beavers, and eaglels Claws, &c. There is al
So suspended from it a quill or feather for everY' ene
my whom the owner of it has slain in battle. The 
remaining contents of the bag are, a piece Of Brazil 
tobacco, several roots and simples, which are in great 
estimation for their medicinal qualities, and a pipe. 
These articles being all exposed, and the stem Testing 
upon two forks, as it must not touch the ground, the 
master of the lodge sends for the person he most 
esteems, who sits down opposite to him; the pipe is 
then filled and fixed to the stem. A pair of ,,,ooden 
pincers is provided to put the fire in the pipe, afid a 
double pointed pin, to empty it of the renlnant of to
bat:co which is ndt consumed. This arrangement be
ing ma.de, the men assemble, and sometimes the wo
tnen are allowed to be humble spectators, while the 
most religious awe and solemnity, pervade the whole. 
The Michiniwais, 01' Assistant, takes up the pipe, 
lights it, and presents it to the officiating person, who 
receives it standing, and holds it between both his 
hand!;, He then turhs himself to the east, and draws 
a few whiffs, which he blows to that point. The same 
ceremony he observes to the othel' three quarterst 
with his eyes directed upwards during the whole of it. 
He holds the stem abnut the mi.ddle tretween the three 
first fingers of both hands, 1l.nd raising them upon a. 
line with his forehead, he swings it three time round 
from the east, with the sun, when, after pointing and 
balancing it in various directions, he reposes it on the 
forks: he then makes a speech to e:Rplain the design 
of their being called to'gether, which conclude'S with 
an acknOWledgement of past mercies, and a prayer 
for th-e continuance of them, from the Master of Life. 
He then sits down, and the whole company 'declare 
their appro'batidn and thanks by uttering the word ho ! 
with an emphatic prOlongation of the last letter. 111'e 
Michil'liwais then takes up the pipe and holds it to the 
mouth of the officiating person, who, after smoaking 
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three whiffs out of it, utter!> a :o;hol,t prayer, and then 
goes round with it, taking his course from east to west, 
to every person 'present, who individually says some
thing to him on the occasion: and thus the pipe is ge
nerally smoaked out; when after ttlrning it three 01' 
f'ourtimes round his head, he drops it downwards, and 
replaces it in its origmal situation. He then returns 
the company thanks for their attendance, and wishes 
them, a~ well as the whole ttibe, health and long life. 

These smoaking tites precede every matter of great 
imJ'Ortance, with more 01' less ceremony, but always 
with eq uaI solemnity. The utility of them will appear 
from the foHowing relation. 

If a chief is anxious to know the disposition of his 
people towards him, or if he wishes to bettie any dif. 
ference between them, he announces his intention of 
opening hi" medicine-bag and smoaking in his sacred 
stem; and no man who entertains a grudge against 
any of ~he party thus assembled, can smoke with the 
sacred stem: as that ceremmlY di~sipates all differen
ces, and is never violated. 

No one can avoid attending on these occasions; but 
a person may attend and be excused from assisting at 
the ceremonies, by acknOWledging that he has not 
undergone the necessary purification. The having 
cohabited with his wife, or any other woman, within 
twenty-four hours preceding the ceremony, renders 
him unclean, a!ld, consequently disqualifies him from 
perfO! ming any part of it. If a contract is entered in
to and solemnized by the ceremony of smoaking, it ne
ver falis of being faithfully fulfilled. If a person, pre
vious to his going on a journey, leaves the sacred stem 
as a pledge of his return, no consideration whatever 
will pI'event him from executing his engagement.'" 

The chief, when he propo~es to make a feast, 
sends quills, or ~mall pieces of wood, as tokens of in. 
vitatiOli to such as he wi5hes to partake of it. At the 
appointed time the guests arrive, e.ach bl'inging a d~sh 
or platter, and a knife, and take then' seats on each Side 

• It i, liowevet to be lamented, (Jut of lale there is a reJax;\tion at LllIl rullie, 
originally attached to tbese festival,. 
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of the chief, who receives them sitting, according to 
their respective ages. The pipe is then li:j'hted, and 
he m:1.1:es an equal division of every thing tint is pro
vided, 'Wilile the company are enjoying their meal, 
the chief ~ings, and accompanies his sons' with the 
tamborin, 01' shishiquoi, or rattle. The gnest who 
has first eaten his portion is considered as the most 
disti,ii"l;ished person. If there should be any who 
(annot 1'};)i,h the wh(Je or their mess, tiley endeavor 
to I,revail on some of their fri::,ds to eat it for them, 
who are rew,wded for their as' i:iance with ammuni
tion and tobacco, It is proper also to remark, that at 
these feasts a small quantity of meat or drink is saCl'i
ficed, before they begin to eat, by throli'iIJt; it into the 
fire, or on th6: earth. 

These feasts differ according to cil'cum:otances. 
sometimes each man's allowance is no more than he 
can dispatch in a couple of homs. At other tinles the 
quantity is sufficient to supply each of them with foo(l 
for a week, though it must be devoured in a day. On 
these occasions it is very diincult to procure substl
tntes, and the whole must be eatcn whatever time it may 
require. At some of these ento:rtainments there is a 
more rational arrangement, when the guests are al
lowed to carry home with them the superfluous part 
of their portions. Great care is always taken that the 
bones may be burned, as it would be considered a pro
famnion were the dogs permitted to touch them. 

The public feasts are conducted in the same manner, 
but with some additional ceremony. Sevel'al chiefs 
officiate at them, and procure the necessary provisionst 
as well as prepare a proper place of reception for the, 
lIumerous company. Here the guests discourse upon 
public topics, repeat the heroic deeds of their fore-
fathers, and excite the rising generation to follow theil
example. The entertainments on these occasions con
sist of dried meats, as it would not be practicable to 
dress a sufficient quantity of fresh meat for such a 
large assembly; though the women and children are 
excluded. 

Similar feasts used to be made at funerals, and an-
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HllJ.lly, ill honour of the dead; but they have beeTl, for 
50me time, growing info disuse, and I never had an 
opportunify of being present at any of them. 

The women, who are fOl"bidden to el1ter the places 
saaed to these festivals, dance and sing around them, 
and sometimes beat time to the music within them; 
whieh forms an agreeable contrast. 

"Vith respect to their divisions of time, they com
pllte the length of their jonrnie's by the number of 
lIights passed in performing them; and they divide 
the year by their own succession of moons. In this 
calculation, however, they ate not altogether COl"l'eet, 
as they cannot account for the odd days. 

The names which they give to the moons, are des
~riptive of the several seasons. 
lIIay -
june .. 

July - • 

August 

September 

October _ 
1\ovember 

December 
Janudry .. 
FeiJru . .uy 

March 
AprIl 

Atheiky 0 Pishim 
Oppinu 0 Pishi;n 

Aupascen 0 Pishim 

Aupahou 0 Pi:)him .. 

Waskiscon 0 Pishim 

Wisac 0 PH.him .. • 
Thithlgon Pt:w..ti 0 fishim 
KuskaLlna;o\li 0 Pishim -

Paw.1tchicananasis u Pishim .. 
Kus.hapawastic.1nu.m u Pbtlim .. 
Kichi rishilD ... .. 

Frog Moon. 
The Moon in 'Which birds 

begin to lay their eggs. 
The Moon when birds cast 

their feathers. 
- The Moon when the young 

birds begin to fly. 
The Moon wh~n the moose-

dt:ef <:ast their horns. 
The Rutting-Moon. 
Hoar-Frosl-Muon. 
ll'c-Moon. 
'V1HrJ.wind~Moon. 

- Extreme colt! Moon. 
)jig Moon; sume say Ol~ 

Moon. 
.l\I.lckysue Pi<;hhn ..... - .. .. .. ~Jgk-~Joon. 
Nl'icaw- 0 Pi!'hiDl ... ..... .... Guose-Moun. 

These people know the medicinal virtues of many 
herbs and simples, and apply the l'OotS of plants and 
the bark of treeS with success. .But the conjurers, who 
monopoIi.le the medical science, find it necessary te. 
blend mystery with their art, and do not connnuni· 
cate theil' knowledge. Their matcl'ia.medica they ad
minister m the fOrm of purgfis and clysters ; hut the 
remedies and surgical operations ate supposed to dcrj\'~ 
much of their effect fl"Om magic and incantatioli. 
",'hen a blister l'iscs in the foot trom the fr03t, the 
chafing of the shoe, &c. tl~ey imtnec\-iatcl)- open it, anti 
apply the h-eated blade of a knift:! to til:; part, ,vhich', 
painful as it may be, is found to be efiicacious. j\ 
sharp flint set'yes them as a bllCc-t foc lcttiut; blood t 
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as well as for scarification in bruises and swelling-s. 
For sprains, the dung of an animal just killed is con
sidered as the best remedy. They are \ cry fond of 
Eu l'opean medicines, though they are ig;nol'ant of their 
application: atld those articles forlll an inconsiderble 
part of the European tratlic with them. 

Among their variuus supero1itions, they believe that 
the vapoUl' which is seen to ),Oler over moist and 
swampy place!), is the spirit of"o(n ~ person lately dead. 
They also fancy another spirit which appears, in the 
shape of a man, upon the trees ne "I' the lodge of a per
son deceased, whose pl'0perty has IlOt been interred 
with them. He is repI'esented as bearing a guu in 
his hand, and it i'i believed that he does not ruturn to 
his rest, until the property that has been withheld [rom 
the grave has been saClificec\ to it. 

-----;::-.,-----
E.>:amples of the Knisteneaux and Algonquin Tongues. 

Good spirit 
EVil Spult 
Man 
Woman 
Male
Female 
Infant 
lie.ld 
:FOfthcad 
U . .ur 
Eyes 
Nme 
Nostrils 
Mouth 
My teeth 
j'ungue 
Btard 
BraIn 
.lars 
Neck 
1broat 
Arms 
tmgers 
Nails 
Sldt: 
My back 
My !Jelly 
Thi:;hs 
lily knees 
Legs 

-+-
Knistencaux 

Ki jaj Manitou 
... -'''1atch1 lllanhou 

Ethlnl 
.. K,qU01S 

Napn~w 
Non-~ense 
A' wa:.~ ish 
Usti qU0JO 

- Es ca,l tick 
Wes t)-!~y 
Es k[s oeb 
O~klW[D ..._ 

- 0) tlth ee go mow _ 
.. 0 [11<l1lt:;: 

~tIJith}Jlr:h 
Mlchltoune 
Withltip 
o tow ee gie 
o qui ow 
o kuot tas gy _ 
o nIsk 

- eile chee 
Wos kes sia 
O'sspinggy 
No pIS qU'illl 
Ndttay 
o povam _ 
~~~,e 'illoin nah 

Algonquin. 
- Ki jal Mallltou. 

MJ tchi man: tl.)u. 
Inmi. 
Ich-quois, 
AquObl. 
Nun-gense. 
Abi nom-chen. 
O't:hin-goIllC. 
o catlck. 
Wll1esJ>i.s. 
Osklngld{, 
O\:hengewane. 
NJ-de-m-guom. 
o tonne. 

- Nibit, 
O-tal-na-ni. 
Omichitonn. 
Aba-e wmikan • 
O-ta wagane. 
O'CJ.uoi gan. 
Nigon d.lg.lne. 
Ome. 
1\'1 Bin gines. 
O,.kenge, 
0plkt:gan. 
N ~-Pl quolni. 

- r-.lmy sat. 
Obuuam\!. 
NI gUl tick, 

• Ni~.tte, . 
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lJeart 
'-Iv f.!ther 
J"j'jmother 
~Iy u~y I'SO") ~ 
.'1,. girl ,daughter) -
}'ly brotller, elner • 

~ U' ~~::~~fa~l~e~r 
My gralJdmother -
.My uncle ... 
Aly nephew 
My niece • _ 
My mother in law _ 
My brrnher in law 
My comp;)Uwn 
My hmuJud 
uJ('od 
Olel Man 
1 am angry 
] fear 
Joy 
J leafing 
Track _ 
Chief, great ruler 
Thief 
E.l(I:remcnt 
IJullalo 
Ferret 
Polcelt 
Elk 
lkin dt.acr 
l":J.llow deer... ... 
~eJver 
\Voolverine 
Sq.uirrel 
Mink 
Otter 
Wolf 
lIare 
Mal ten 
Muose 
lkJf 
Fi,her 
I,\'oX 
Porcupine 
Fox 
Mu,k Rat 
.l\1'Juse 
Cow Buffalo ... 
Mcat-lle~h 
Dug 
Th.~re 
Duck 
Crow, Corbeau 
Swan 
Turkey 
Phea~ants 
Bird 
OUlard 
White Goose 
Grey Goose 
Partrid~e 
Water Hen 
Dove 
Eggs 
Pike or Jack 
Carp 
Sturgcr>n 
While Filob 
Piluel 

Knisteneaux. 
o thea 

... Nou ta wie 
Nigah wei 
Negollsis 
NetanlS 
Nt stess 
Nemiss 
Ne moo shum 
N' 0 kum 

... N' a'ka miss 
Ne toaslm 
Ne too Slm esquois ... 
NI~igouse 
Nistah 

... Ne wechi w:lgan 
Ni nJp pcm -

... Mlth'C00 
Slll nap 
Ne kls si wash en 
Ne gom LOW ... 
Ne hen tha tom 
Petllum 
l\.'1is CO:llla 
lI,\ukimJ.f1 
]{lsm'Jutbe::.k 
J\It'ree 
'\!!Ju·t,)uche 

.. 51 "ous 
SI1"icak 
Moustout'he 
Attllk 
Attick 
A1TIi~k 
Qui qua katch _ 
EllllequJchJ.s ... 
s~ 1!~Ja,>ue 

_ Nt.;I{lCK 

l\-IJ)'egJn 
Wapouce 
Wappistal1 
Mousw~h 
MJ.squJ 
Wlja~k 
P!chcu 

.. CJU quah 
M:l Iu::.ew 
Wajask 
Abicushiss 
N oshi Moustoucbe ... 
WiJS 
Atim 
Makmue 
Sy Sip 
Ca Cawkeu 
Wapiseu 
Mes sci thew 
Okes kew 
Pelhe!!ew 
Ni::.cag 
Wey Wois 
Pe~t<'hi::,h 
Pltilew 
Clll<JUILish 
Oml Mee 
\\'a \\fah 
Kenonge 
Na may bin 
Na May 

.. Aticaming 
Oc-cbaw 

Algou(],uin. 
Ottiai. 
Nossai • 
Nigah. 
Nlguuisses. 

.. Nld3ni~s. 
Ni:hl-yen. 
Nl1nisain. 
Ni-tm-chomiss. 
Nfl-cO-miss. 

.. Ni ni'mlchomen. 

.. Ne do jun. 
Ni-clo-Jim equais. 
~~l~~~u~iss. 

.. NI-wit-chl-wagan. 
Ni n3 bem. 
M,squUl. 
A 1.1 WIn se. 
Nls katissiwine. 
Nisest glLe. 
Mamoud gikisi. 
OdJ wagan. 
Pemi ka wois. 
Kltchi onodi-;. 
Ke moutiske. 
Moui. 
Plclllke. 
ShillgvllSS • 
Sill-kak. 
MICh3i woi. 

_ Atick. 
\Va wasquesh. 
Anuc. 
QUIn quoagki. 
Otchl ta mou. 
Shaugouch. 
~i gUlck. 
MJ.ygan. 
Wapouce. 
\VaUJCUln:,e. 
Monse. 
1\la~ua. 
OdjlSCk. 
Ped:ou. 
Kack . 
Wagouche. 
'Va-jack. 
\oVai wa be gOLl noge • 
Nochenol plclHk. 
Wi-<las. 
Ani-mouse. 
Me-guI"". 
Shi-Slp. 
Ka Kak. 
Wa-pe-,y. 
Misslssay. 
~jack. 
PI-Ila-:,y. 
Nlc kack. 
\\-'oi WVIS'. 

... Pos ta kl~k. 
Pen ain:.e. 
Chc qUI bl~. 
Oml-mis. 

~ Wa Weni. 
Kenonge. 
Na mernne. 
Na Maiu. 
Aticammg . 

- Oh guo 
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Fish (in general) 
Spawn 
Fms 
Trout 
CrJW Fish 
Frog 

jYuat~t\)e 
Snake 
Awl 
Needle 
Fire Steel 
FireWood 
Cr,dle 
Dagger 
Arrow 
Fl~h Hook 
Ax 
Ear-bob 
Comb 
Net 
Tree 
Wood 
Paddle 
Canoe 
RlrchRind 
Bark 
Touch Wood 
Leaf 
Grass 
R:.lspberries 
Strawberncs 
Ashes 
Fire 
Grapes 
Fog 
Mud 
Cu.rant 
Road 
\Vinter 
1,land 
},ake 
Sun 
Moon 

Day 
Night 
SIlIJ\V 
Rain 
lJJlft 
Hail 
lee 
}'rost 
Mist 
Water 
World 
Mountain 
Sea 
Morning 
Mid-day 
Portage 
Spring 
River 
Rapid 
Rivulet 
~"'d 
Earth 
Star 
Thundel 
wtnri 

Knisteneaux. 
Kenonge 
Waquun 
Chi chi kan. 
Nfl gouse 

~ t~ll1i~~ gee 

Ahmoo 
Mikll13Ck 
Klnlbic 

.. O<1cajlck 
Saboinigan 
Appc:t 
Mlch-tah 
TC'cklnigan 
T.:l cornagau.. -
A ugusk or A touche 
Quosl/uipichic.lrl 
She~:J.yg;11_1 .. 
Cht-kl.,ebISOun 
Sic,jhoUll 
Ath.he 
Mlstick 
Mistlck 
Aboi 
Chiman 
Wasquoi 
Wasquoi 
Pousa~.1n 
Nepe.l11ah 
Masquosi .. 
Misqui-meinac 
O'·tal-e minac 
Becouch 
Stou tav 
Shomenac 

.. Po.kishlhow 
.A~us ki 
Khljiwin 
1.1e5c:.Inah 
Plpoun 
MlIIbtick 
S~~g,\Ylgan 
Pisim 

Algonquin. 
.. Xi-cons. 

wa.quock. 
o nHl)-lgan. 
Nay Men Gou",. 

.. A eha kens chacque. 
Omaka ki. 
Amon. 
Mi-ki-nack. 
Ki nai lIil.:k. 

~~t:;;igaJl. 
Scoutecgan. 
Missane. 

.. Tickina-gan. 
Na-ba-ke-gou-man. 
Mettic ka nouins. 
MaDelon r.1Iquiscane. 

~:f!~~;~~ soun. 
Fin ack wilD. 
Assap. 
.MitI-coum. 
Mitk. 

- Aboui. 
.. S-chiman. 

Wignas.:;. 
.. On-na-guege. 

Sa-ga-tagan. 
Ni-biche. 
Masquosi. 
MlsqUl meinaC', 
O'-tal-e minac. 
Pengoui. 
Scou t<ij'. 
Shomenac. 
AWinni. 
A 6hhki.. 
Xi!:.j ell! woin. 
Mic1Glnan. 

.. Pipone. 

Tjbisca pe~im 
Sun) 

Mllliss. 
~agayigao. 
KIJis. 

(the night Dibic luJi". 

, •. ~:~~~~!l 
Counah 
Kimiwoin 
Pewan 

g!~l~~t!:tc. 
So qui po. 
Klmiwomi. 
PJ-Woine. 
Me qua men5a.D.. 
Me quam. 
Gas-ga-tin. 

Shes eag:lO 
Mcsquaming 
Aquatin 
Picasyow 
~epec _ .. 
Messe a>ky (all tl>COJlth) 
\"'aehee .... .. 

An-quo-et. 
l\1-pci. 
Missi achki. 
Watchille. 
Kitch~-kitchi O'l min:. .. Kitchi kit,'hl ga ming 

'Kequl:.hepe .. .. 
Abetah quisheik 
Unygam -
Menouscaming 
Sipee _ 
Rawastick 
SepeeslS 
Tllocaw 
Askt:e 
Attack 
Pithuseu 
'Ihouti .. 

Kl-kl-jep. t:I 

Na ock quoi. 
Ouni-gam. 
MillO ka mingo 
SlpL 
Ba wetick. 
Sipi wes Ghin. 
lote gawc. 
Ach ki. 

- Anang. 
NIIlli ki. 
No tine. 
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C41,u 
He.tt 
l-.vening 
t..:orth 
SU'lth 
L.l51 
\\'c;":)t 
TO-lDorro,," 
l:Wue 
Hroth 
Feallt 
Greaie or oil 
M~tClu\V' fat 
SlHe\\
Lodge 
Bed 
\Vltliin 
D(lor 
Dlih 
Fl'rt 
Siedge 
Cin(,ture 
Cap 
Stocks 
Shirt 
Coat 
Blanket 
Cloth 
Thread 
Garters 
Mittens 
Shoes "
Smoking bag -
Portage sling 
Strait on 
Medicine 
Red 
Blue 
While 
Yellow 
Green 
Brown 
Grey, &c. 
Ugly 
Handsome 
Beautiful 
J)eal 
GO'Ju-natured 
Pregnant 
Fat 
Big 
'jmJl1or little 
Shert 
Skin 
Long 

Strong 

Coward 
Weak 
Lean 
Brave 
Young mall 

,.Cold 
Hot 
Spring 
Summer 
Fall 
One 
'Cwo 
Three 

Knistencaux. 
A~hJwo .. till 
Qlll,JlipoJ 
Ta kallllike 
Kywuitin 
:-Oawena woon -
Cl)~h..lwcastak -
P,tquisimuu 
WaO.mk 
{),kJIlIl 

... MIChllu WJbOl 
Ma qua se-e 
Pimls 
0.':.C311 pimis 
A~stis 
\\-'lg-waum 
"Ne p.1 'Win 

Pl'rIJdg I(e 
... 5quJndJl1l 

Olhag.m 
\VJsg:Jlgan 
Tabanallk 
Poquoatehoull 
A~tO(1Il 
A~hican 
pJp..lcheweyan 
PaVlse-co~\vagJn 
Walle weyall[ 
Maneto wegultl 
Assabab 
Chi ki4bisoon .. 
A!)tlssacl: 
M.lSkisin 
Ku~qucpetagaJ~ 
Apl!>dn 4 

GOl ask 
Mas ki kee 
Mes coh 

A 'gon1uin. 
A-nl)-a·tme. 
Abo},f'e. 
O'll·..ll~'-.l( iiE'. 
Ke wl71~11I<!!\. 
Sh:.t-wa-nJ-wan!:". 
W.l-ba-nu-notlr!c. 
p . .lngui~-.::hi-lllO. 
\V;J·l),lIl;. 
Oc-kann. 

... Thabouu. 
WI can qui wine. 
Pllm-tats. 
03Ic3-plmitais. 
Attiss. 
\Vi-gui-w.aI11 • 

;"':e pal ~me. 
Penllig. 
Scoualldam. 
0' na ~~.nn 
Wa-kuig • .m. 
Otaba.ilac. 
Ketchc pisou. 
Pe matina.ng. 
A chi-gan. 

- })3 pa ki we) an. 
.. pJpbe-CO-W:1f,3!1. 
- Wape weyan .. 
.. Maneto wegum. 

A3sabab. 
Ni g:!ske-tasse be~;:Qut •• 
Medjicawine. 
Makisin. 
KasquepetJr;an. 
Ap1can. 
QOl-Jck. 
Macki-ki. 

Kas'lutch (same as black) 
W.lbl.Sla •• 

Me~-cuwa~ 
O·jawcs-cowiJ" 
Wahisca. 
O-iawa. Sawwaw • 

Chibatiquare , 

Mache na gouseu 
Catawd~isell . 
Kh.si Sawenogan 
Nima petom 
Midliwashin 
Pa.rwie 
Outhmeu 
Mushikitee 
Abisasheu 
Chemasl~h 
WI3n 
Kinwain 

l\!ascawa 
Sagatahaw 
Nitha missew 
l\Iahta waw 
Nlma Glbtaw 
O~qulnegubb 
Kis!.in 
Kiehatai 
MII~oU5Caming 
NjIJm 
Tagowagonk 
Perae 
l\oi:-iheu 
Nhlltolf 

i 

O'J3wes-cow2. 
O'jawes·coow.l. 

·OJowes-cowa. 
Mous-conu-gou;,.e. 
Nam Li~sa. 
QUOI Natch. 
Ka.be ellai. 
OniclllShin. 
And'jioko. 
Oui-nJ-noe. 
Messha. 
Agu-ehio. 
Taekosi. 
Wian. 

_ Kiniwa. 
f Mache~cawa: 

. lMas cawl~e. 
Cha-goutai-ye. 
Cha-gousi. 
Ko.l wa ca-tosa. 
Son qui taige. 
Oskinigui. 
Kissinan. 
Kieha tai. 
MillOkaminj: .. 
NiIJiqui. 
Tago":'3g~ 
Peched,; 
Nige, . 
NlS-wO"<' 
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Four 
:FI\e 
SIX 
Seven 
Eight 
l\'me 
Ten 
Eleven 
Twelve 
'l'hlrteen 
Fourte~n 
}"ifteen 
Sixteen 

S .. :venteen 

mghteen 

Nineteeg, 

Twenty 
Twenty-one 

Twenty-two &c. 

Tilirtv 
FortY 
Fi ty 
SIxty 
Se\Tenry 
Elghty 

~~~Zed 
Two hundred 
One Thou~and 
Fir~t 
L~tst 
More 
}Jetter 
lkst 
J, or me 
You, orthou 
'711(")" or them 
We 
My, ormine 
Your)s ... 
Who 
Whom 
Whdt 
Jiis, or her's 
All .• 
So me, or some few . 
The same 
A 11 the world . 
All the men 
More . 
.Now Jnd then. 
'Sume1imes 
Sddom 
Arrive 
Ileat 
To burn 
To sing 
To cut 
To hide 
To cover 
To believe 
Tusleep 
To dispute 
;r')>I~ce 

Knisteneaux. 
~ew.lY 
~i-annaQ 

~ ~Ao~~~~~gesic . 
Jannanew 
Shack 
l\'fitat<lt 
Perae o..ap 
NI~heu asap 
NichtClu o'>.lp 
I\eway map • 
Niannan ()~ap. . 
Nigoutawue~c asap. 

Nish wocsic osap 

Janl\anew osap 

Shack osap 

Nisheu mitenah 
NIshew mitcnah peyae 
o~ap . 

Nisheu mintenah nlsheu 
osap 

Ni5htuu rnitenah 
New;JY mitenah 
NiannaR miten2.h ~ 

~~t~t;~k~~:~e~~~1e~ah 
}annaeu fllitenah ~ 
Shack mitcnah • 
MHana miti!la~l ~ ~ 
Neshew mitena a mitenah 
M;'tenah mltena mitenah 
Nican 
Squayatch 
Mmah ... 
Athiwack mitha\\'a~hin 
Athlw<v:k ntithawa-:;hin 

~:~:~; ~."' \" ~ 
WLthawaw 
NlthJ.\Y<!w 
Nitdy~n 
KHaYJrl 

Awoine 

Oiay;n 
Kakithau. 

i~bJ~~(;~~Ch . 
Mis,j aeki wanque • 
Kakithaw Ethinyock 
Mina 

I ;s--e~w-l;uCO : 

Ta'co~chi~ 
Ol:!maha 
Mistasca~oo 
Nagamouu 
Ki.squishan 
Catann 
Acquahoun 
Taljoitam • 

~:1k~nmi towo~k 
'. Nemaytow 

A 1gonquiR. 
Ne-au. 
Na-n.m. 
N i gOLlta waswois. 
NIgHvas-wois. 
She was wois. 
5h.mg- w .• s wois. 
Mit-.i~"W01S. 
M;lasswois, hachi, pechtik~ 
MitJ.&lwois, haclu, lUge. 
Mlta"swoi:-., hachi, nlswois. 
Mdta~uis, hachi, neau. 
MataS!lwoh. ruehl, nanan. 
MltJSSWtll5, haclu, negonta~ 

waswuts. 
Mitas.l)wui.:., hachi, nigiwas

WOlS. 
M Itasswois, haehi, shiwag.. 

wo-l.s. 
M1t3S$woi~ hachi, shang tiS 

"" l'I~. 
Nlgcr.i-nan. 

Nigeta nan, hachi, pechic. 

Niswois mitanan. 
Neau rnitanan. 
Nanan ITlltanan. 
N ~()uta was wois mHanan, 
!'il~1 was wais mllan:m. 
She was wois mitanan. 
Sh8.n~ was wois mitanan. 
NJngoutwack. 
:Nlge wack. 
K I tchi-wack. 
Nilam 
Sl'<l(]uoiyanq-ue. 
AWJ chi mlO. 
AwaciulTIm 0 nichi s~cn. 
KItchi 0 nicbi shin .. 
NIIl. 
Kill. 
Win na wa.. 
Nina wa. 
Nida yam. 
Klt.lyam. 
Auolll 
Kcgoi nln. 
v.,'a. 
Ot.1yim rni::.. 
Kakenan. 
P'.>pichic. 
Miu yoche. 
Mbhlwai a5ky. 
MI~I Inlni woek. 
Mlna wa . 
Nannigoutengue. 

,",'ica-ac-ko. 

~~~ii~~~i.n. 
Icha-qui~o. 
Nagdm. 
QUI quijah. 
Cam tawe. 
Ace na Dune. 
Tai bOHam. 
Ni pann. 
K i quaidiwiue, 
NInde. 
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To g,Ye 
To do 
To eat 
To die 
'1'0 flJr~d 
Tu ~p('ak 
To cr), (tears) 
To l.iugh 
To set down 
To walk 
To fall 
To wurk 
1'0 ki.J 
To,el( 
To live 
To see 
To come 
Enough 

ftr~a\l~ar,) 
There is • 
There is some . 
It rains . 
After to-morrow 
To-day 
Thereaway 
Much 
Pre~ently 
Make, heart 
This morning 
This night 
Abuve 
Below 
Truly 
AlreaJy 
Yet,more 
Ye:.terddY 
Far 
Near 
Never 
No 
Yes 
By and b)e 
AlwJYs 
Make ha:.te 
Its long ~ince 

Knisteneaux 
Mith 

~_~~i~~~ 
Nepew • 
Wmn!!kl:.kisew 

~ AthimetJ.kou~e 
Mantow 
P.i}Jew 
r\ematappe 
Pimoulals 
Packisin 
Ah tuskew 
Nlpahaw 
Attawom 
Pim..ltie 
Waballl 
A:.tamoteh 
EgothiJ::"og 
Mdnt.:au 
ShbigJn J' Aya ",v. 
Q.uimiwoin 
AWl!! wa!)auk 
Anoutch. 
Netoi 
Mlchelt 
Pichi5qua 
Qutthtpeh 
Shebds 
Tlbiscag 

~~~~!I~~ 
TabolY 
Sashay 
Mmah 
Tacoushick 
WadlOw 
QUlshlWOJC 
NilDa wecatch 

, ~imd. 
Ah 
PJ.-nilDa 
Ka-ki-kee 

~~~~~h 

Algonquin. 
Mih. 
o-gitoune. 
'Wi~iniwm. 
Ni pawen. 
Woi nj lUi kaw. 
Aninntaguusse. 
Mawi. 
Pa-pe. . 
Na mata·pe·wla. 
Pcmoussai. 

~~"o\~~~lll~ 
Nishi-woes .. 
Ata wois. 
PemJtis. 
Wab. 
Pitta-si-mouss. 
MiIl1lnic. 
Ambia rna wita. 

.. Sai saigaull. 

Aya wan. 
e. Qui mi wCJin. 

Awes Wabllll:"' 

~~~ft~· 
Ni UIWl. 
Pitchinac. 
Wai we be. 
Shai bas. 

gek~:cc~~f 
Ana maL 
Ne do w .. u;he. 
Sha shaye. 
Mina wa. 
Pitchlnago. 
Wassa. 
Paishou. 
Ka wi ka. 
Ka Wille. 
In. 
Pa-nima. 
Kaqui nick. 
Nlguim. 
Munwbha. 

--N __ .t::~" ___ --

Some Account oj the Chepewyan. Indians. 

-+-
'I"" HEY are a numerous people who consider the coun-
try between the parallels of latitude 60. and 65. north, 
and longitude 100. to 110. west, as their lands or home. 
They speak a copious language, which ;s very difficult 
to be attained, and furnishes di.tlt:cts to the vari. 
ous emigrant tribes which inhabit the following im
mense track of country, whose boundary I shall de-
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~(l'ibe. * It hel"ins at C:Jllrcldl, and runs ,.JOl'S' tilt! 
line of sep2l'ati~n bt:tY/een tbun an,] the ~'~ni',tt:,\;l,.liJ);, 
tip the fvli,;:;i!lipi to tLl' ),le ,\ la ClO'~c, :Ja'Sl,Jg" 011 

thl'OlI~h the llut;'~IJo Lake. l:i\ 'C:' Lal· t', apt! Pr;rtl'~c h 
1.0(\1(: frum t:1cnce it prof;e";',; b? tll" Lik Hi"'''!' tu 
ILc Lal'.eofthc Hilb,and goes cii",cctiy \~'es: to lhe l'c.\':~ 
Jnver' and un that river to its source anJ t!'icutary 
,vakr:; Irom" whence it proceeds to the waters of (hI! 
river Columbia; and follows that l'ivel' to latitude 52. 
24. north, and longitude 1 ~2. 54. west, where the ~he
pcwyans have the Atnah or Chin Nation for their neigh
bours. It then takes a line dll ~ ""est to the sea
CO~\st, within which the country i~ possessed by a peo
ple who spe~,k their langu~lge,·:" ,'l!d arc; cOlEequently 
descended from them: there can lJe ;]0) doubt, thcre
forc, of their progress being to the ea'itw[Lrd. A tribe 
of them is even known at the upper esLabli"hment" 011 

the Sa,katchi wine; and I do not pn:tcnd to ascCl'taill 
how faJ' they may follow the Roel:! Mvuntains to the 
east. 

It is not pO'isihle to form any just estimate of their 
numbers, but it is apparent, neH:rtheless, that they 
are by no means proportionate to the nlst extent of 
their territories, which may, in some degree, be attri
huted to the ravage'i of the small-pox, ',hich "xe, more 
or less evident throughout this part of the continent. 

The notion which these people entertain of the 
creation, is of a vel'y ~ingulal' nC\ture. They believe 
that, at the nrot, tbe glolJe was one vast and entire 
ocean, inhabited by no li\ing creature, except a migh
ty bird, whose eyes were fire. whose e:lapces were 
lightnin;-, and th~ clapping of ,;hose Wii1~S \vere thun
der. On his descent to the ocean, and tonching- it, 
the earth instantly al'ose, ane! remained on the surhtcc 
of the waters_ This omnipotent bil'd then called forth 
all tbe variety of animals [!'Om the earth, except thill 
Chepcwyans, who were produced from a d02"; and 
thi, circum!>tancc occasions their aversion to tl:c flesh 
. * Thrl';e of th~I1' who .c(}m~ to trade with us, do not ex~eed el~\lt hu~rlred men, an.l 
_)l'.ea~matlenn,~ of tllt" Knlsten(.:aux tongue, 111 which lbe)' can\' on lhell dt:! 
!lLj'~", \'11 til u,. . 

+ I'ilt'Cll,Lt isinha~ited on the north-welt by the f,,':u!1nlu', ~"d on 1ht! P~"·~'-l .. 
f.1·_·~o\li I,~ ,I jII.. I)l)k l!ttlelent hOlD both. 
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of that animal, as well as the people who eat it. This 
extraordinary tradition proceeds to relate, that the 
great bird, having finished his work, made an arrow, 
which was to be preserved with great care, and to re
main untouched; but that the Chepewyans were so de
void of understandin[;, as to carry it away: and the 
sacrilege so t:nraged the great bird, that he has never 
since appeared. 

They have abo a tradition amongst them, that they 
{)riginally came rroin anothct' country, inhabited by ve
ry wicked people, and had tl'aversed a great lake, 
which was narrow, shallow, and full of Islands, where 
they had std'fered great misery, it being always winter, 
with ice and deep snow. At the Copper-Mine River, 
where they made the first land, the ground was cover
ed with copper, over which a body of earth had since 
been collected, to the depth of a man's height. They 
believe, also, that in ancient times their ancestors liv
ed till their feet were worn out with walking, and thtir 
tlll'oats with eating. They descrtbe a deluge, when 
the waters spread over the whole earth, except the 
highest monntain~, on the tops of which they preserv
ed themselves. 

They believe, that immediately after their death, 
they pass into another world. where they arl'iv~ at a 
large river, on which they embark in a stone canoe, 
and that a gentle current bears them on to an exten
sive lake, in the centre of which is a most beautiful 
island; and that, in the view of this delightful abode, 
they recein: that judgment for their conduct during 
lile, which terminates theil' final state and unalterable 
allolment. If their good actions are declared to pre
clominate, they are landed upon the island, where 
there i.s to be no end to their happiness; which, ho\\t
ever, according to their notions, consi&ts in an eternal 
enjoyment of s(!J)sual pleasure, and carnal gratifica
tion. But if their bad actions weigh down the balance, 
the stone canoe 5inks at once, and leaves them up to 
theil' chins in the water, to behold and regret the re
ward enjoyed by the good, and eternally :;truggling; 

12 
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hut with unavailing endeavOl's, to reach the blissfl'l 
island, from which they are excluded forever. 

They have some faillt notions of the transmigration 
of the 5Oul; so that if a child be born with te:eth, the,' 
instantly imagine, from its prell1ature apj"camnce, that 
it bears a resemblance to some person who bad lived 
to an advanced period, and that he has assumed a re
novated life, with these extraordinary tokens of ma
turitv. 

The Chepev,yans are sober, timorous, and vagTant, 
with a selfish disposition which bas sometimes created 
:ouspicions of their inte;;ritr. Th"ir stature has nothing 
; emarkable ill it; but though they are seldom corpu
lent, they are sometimes robt1~t. Their complexion 
is swarthy; their features cc,al'se, and th.::ir hair lank, 
hut not dways of a dingy black; nOl' have they uni
vel'sally the piucinf; eye, which ~encrally animates 
tIle Indian countel1\\1Cc. The WO,11l:11 ha'l~ h more 
agreeable aspcr:t than t11C Tw::n, but l\Jcir g:\;t is auk
'wz.rd, which \,r(,c"e,~s ;"1'01'.1 t;1eir btil1"," i'([\i';tom~d 
nine months i 1 the yC~lr, (0 travel on snvw-shocs and 
"r<ct; sledges of '.1 V:Cig<lt h,m ('1','0 to fOllr hundred 
J,ounds. They ale very submis3i\'c to tl,cir husb:ll1ds, 
'whohave, hO"':llr, thtir flts ofje~llou~y; and, for 
,'cry triHL;:; causes, lll'at th'~'l\ \-.:th such cruelty as 
~c.n;(;\imes t'J ccct':ir,l\ 't:,tir death. The" are fl'e
quei1tly object> of tnJfic; and the father po;sesses the 
rirsht of disposing of llis dau6'hkl'.~ The men in be
r.tral extract their beards, thou"'h some of tltl:m ::1'e 
s,:eil to prefer ~L Lushy, b\:tc.k b~~\'d, to a 51y,001h chin. 
They cut their h~lir in various forms, or kaye it in a 
!Ui13;, n~ltul'al flow, accordin~ as tlwir caprice or fancy 
:"us'ge3ts. The: women "II', a~·s \\e:h,' it in gl'Cl\t lel,gtlt, 
:IntI oome of them are very attentive to its arrange
ment. If they at any time appear despc,iled of their 
I, r.:s~es, it is to ue esteemed a proof of the husband'~ 
1~·110m;y, and is considered as a severer punishmen{ 
,'ian manual correction. Both Sexes hitH; blue ell' 
'"l"ck oars, OJ' frum one to four str~isht lines on their 
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checks or forehead, to (;i~;:inguioh the tribe to ","hid~ 
they belong. These n1,cl'ks are either tatoocd, or 
made by dl'awing a thread, Clipped in the necessa1'Y 
colour, beneath the skin. 

There are no t>eople more attenti,-e to :;~e cor"f,}l'ts 
of their dress, or less anxious respecting i~s ext-er:()"~ 
appearance, In the winter it is CCdJlp05ed of the skins 
of deer, and their fawns, and dressed as fine as any 
chamois leather, in the hair. In be summer their ap
parel is the same, except that it is vrepared without 
the hai;'. Their shoes and leggins are sewn teg-ether, 
the latter re:lching upwards to the middle, and iJei!'Jg
snpported by a belt, under whi::h a small piece of lea
ther is (!rc,wn to covel' the private parts, the ends of 
which fall down both before and behind. In the sho,,!> 
they put the hair of tli~ moose 0\' rein-deer, with ad
ditional pieces of leather as socb. The shirt 01' coat, 
when girted round tile waist, reaches to the middle of 
the thish, and the mittens are sewed to the sleeyes, or 
arc suspended by !>trings from the shoulders. A ruff" 
01' tippd ~urrounds the neck, and the skin of the heac! 
of the decr forms a curious kind of Cup. A r0ix, 
made of several deer or fawn ski11S sewed tOFcthci', 
covers the whole. T!Ji~ dress is Y,;)rn sin:";c ;{r dUll
ble, but always in the winkr, with the hail:',,\ith:n anel 
withOl.lt. Thus al'l'ayed, a Chepe\Vyan wiil lay him~ 
>,elf down on the ice in the middle of a lake, and re
pose in comfort; though he will sometimes find a dif
ficulty ill the morning to disencumber himself from 
the snow drifted on hi;n during; the night. If in his 
passa g-e he should be in want of provisi.on, he cUi', an 
hole ill the ice, when he seldom fails of t:lki11~S son~e 
trout or pike, whose e}ts he ir::stantlr scoops Ot:t, and 
eats [lS a g'l'eat delicacy; uut if they ,hould not be sui~ 
ficient to s"lisfy his appetite, he wi::, in tLis ll~u",i
ty, make I. meal of the fish in its raw state; but, 
'those whom I saw, preferred to dress their \"i( t'J"!!; 
whtn circumstances admitted th,~ necessat'y prc·;:~.ra
tion. "\Vht:ll they are in th,.t pal't of their cour,try 
which doe, not prodace a sulflcieht (j\!;(litity of \1 God 
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for fuel, they are reduced to the same exigency, though 
they generally dry their mt", in the sun.* 

1'h'e dress of the ,romen differ from that of the 
men. Their Iec;-;;ins are tied below the knee; and 
their coat Of ~Lift lS \\ ide, hani;ing d~'rn to the anele, 
anel i'; tucked up <,J pkasllre by means of a belt, \vhich 
j, L,tened round tl;e we.jot. Those whu have chil
dren have these garments made wry full about the 
~houlders, as wh<.:n they are tran,lling they carry their 
infants upon their backs, next their skin, in which 
situation they are pe!'fectly comfortable and in a posi
tion convenient to be suckled. No!' do they disconti
nue to gire their milk to thc:m until they haye another 
eLild. Childbirth is Ilot the object of thr.t tender care 
and serious attention among tbe savages as it is among 
civilized peopk. At this period no part of their usu· 
;, I occupation is omitted, and this continual and rebu· 
!ar exercise must contrilJute to the \\eJfart~ of the mo
ther, both in the progreos of parlurition and in the 
moment of delivery, Tl-,e ,,'omen have a ~ingulal' 
ClistOFl or cultin;; off a sl",,1l piece of the navel-string 
0f the new-born children, alld hang it about their 
necks: t!ley are also curious in the co\'erin? they make 
f<Ji' it, which they decorate with porcupin/s quills and 
Leads. 

Though the women are as much in the power of 
the men, as any other articles of their property', they 
.are alway.s consl1lte~, an? possess a very considerable 
1lJ111l(:1l( e m the tl·aHic with Europeans, and other im
p"rl,Ult concerns. 

Plurality of wi:es is common among them, and the 
ccr~lllony ofmarnage IS of a \'eTy simple l1r.ture. The 

~ Til!! \~nJ' ... jsiun lalle.! PClTI!UIl, I,D "\l. jJjl I? tb.: CI,t:pewyans, as well as the other 
5::1.\0 "g-('.~ ut ,t!lIS /'UUIlUy, dlll.l1y -.!JI ,~,t In tb",lr Jl>urne)!>, I~ prep:..trcd in lhe follOWing 
~ .. ~ n I~t: r. J II!~ I'~:l n pJl h (It lhe 11,_" J I of 1 he ,..\, ~l-f an, Ill..!l!. :\1 e eu t III thin :.hces, and 
;.Ill P"lll'dllll;) \\ulJlkn gr..1teovl'raduw tHe, ()rt.:'(p\):~dtl) the sun anusome .. 
tlll1r", I" the It'," i. Th·:\<.: uperat,lUns dry It, and In that 1>late It i:, 'louncted betweetl 
two ~,[()lit'): It ·,vlll 111 1:1] kCl'P wah <.;are for ~e\'cr3.1 yC..llS. If I 0"\ ,'ever It is kept 
11,1, I~~:;t fI,u.lntJtI,v" LllSdJ~posed tofelIllcnt It; Ihe :o.pring uf th~JL.lr, wh'en it mu~t 
h l \11'.'<l d tl) 1:,( ld, llr H Will S(JUIl decay. 1 he Imide fat, an thJ.t of the rump. 
wlm h IS lOur'l\ UIII I, \.:'l" III lhese Wild than our d{,:Ih ·~'.L~ Jmma]" I:' m'~lted down and 
IllI\td, 111 .11)')11111': ~[,Ite, \~Jlh the puunded meat, In equJI1JtoPlJn~on~: it IS theJJ 
pUlln 11..1 II cl, IJI !)'L~,) tOr [Ill: LunVentt me (If carrylng It. T m:. Il ul.!comes a l1\ltn~ 
"()U~ H?"d, .Llld,~ l' I'lll, wl.lh"ut any fUlthcr prepa:J.tlun or the J.ddltll,n of spice 
",<iI,' U,l :JIl)~ vl'gc'Ud,lc 0) /.lJ1llaCeuu~ ::illb~lancc. A Ilttl~ ti~lle Je('~'nLlle~ (-I to the pa~ 
I..ltl.. 1 helc IS .llltJlher surt Jl],lUC wah U1C J.dultlUu ot m..u-ro','( anI.! drici! i.lern1o:~, 
wllldl I~ ui .1 supellur tl uJ.llty. 
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~irls are betrothed at a H~l'y early period to those 
w hom the parents think the best able to su PPOl't them: 
nOl'is the inclination ohlle woman considered. \\'hel1-
eve,' a separation takes place, which sometimes hap
ptns, it depends entirely on the will and pleaslll'e of 
the husband. In common with the other Indians of 
this country, they have a custom respecting the pe1'i
odical state of a woman, which is rigorously observ
ed; at that time she must seclude herself from society. 
They are not even allowed in that situation to keep 
the same path as the men, when travelling: and it is 
considered a great breach of decency fol' a women so 
circumstanced to touch any utem.ils'ofmanly occupa
tion. Such a circumstance is supposed to defile them, 
so that their SUbsequent use would be followed by cer
tain mischief or 1l1isfortune. There are particular 
bkins which the women never touch, as of the bear and 
wolf; and those animals the men are seldom known' 
to kill. 

They are not remarkable for their activity as hun
ters, 'which is owing to the ease with which they snare 
deer and spear fisll: and these occupations are not be
yond the strength of their old men, women, and boys; 
so that they participate in those laborious occupations, 
which among theil' neighbours are cohfined to the wo
men. They make war on the Esquimaux, who cannot 
l'.;sist their superior numbers, and put them to tkath, 
as it is a pt'inciple with them never to make prisoners. 
At the saiUe ti~ne they tamely sllhmit to the Kni'3te
neatlX, wilD al'e not so numerOllS as ~hell1:jdves, when 
they tl'eat them as enemies. 

They do not effect that cold reserve at meeting, ei
among themselves or strangers, which is cOlllmon \Vitil 
the Klli,teneaux, but communicate mutually, and at 
Ollce, all the information of which they ai'e possessed. 
Nor are they roused like them from an apparent tor
por to a state of great activity. They are conse
quently more uniform 111 thi3 'f!espect, though they are 
of a very persevering disposition "hen their interest 
is concerned. 

A'i these people are not addicteJ to spirituous, Ii.' 
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qUOI'S, they have a reguJ~ll' and uninterrupted use of 
their understanding', which is alwa) s directed to the 
advancement of tlwir own interest; and this dis posi
tion, as may be readily imagined, sometimes occasi
OilS them to be charged with fraudulent habits. They 
w ill submit with patie nrc to the severest treatment, 
when they are conscious that they deserve it, but will 
never forget or fOl'gi \'e any wanton or unnecessary ri
gour. A moderate conduct I never found to fail, nor 
do I hesitate to represent them, altogether, as the 
I~ost peaceable triue of Indimls kr;O\rn in North Ame
nca. 

There are conjurers and high-priests, bllt I w~'s not 
present at any of their ceremonies; thollgh they 
certainly operate in an extraordinal y manner on the 
imaginatiolls of the people in the Clire of disorders. 
Their principal maladies are, rheumatic pains, the 
flux and consumption. The venereal complaint i5 Ye
ry common; but tho\lg'h its progress)s slow, it gra
dually undermines the constitution, and brings on 
premature decay. They have recoure to super~tition 
for their cure, and charms are theil' only remedies, 
except the bark of thi! willow, which being burned 
and rc:clucecl to po',vcler, is s~rewed upon grQen wounds 
and \llcer~, and places cOlltrived fOl' promoting per
~piration. Of the use of simples a!:le! pbnts ,they 
have no knowledge; nor can it be expected, a~)lhtir 
COU:JlIy docs not prOlluce them. ' 

Though they have enjoyed so 10l1g an intercourse 
v,;',h ;~ul'CJpeans, their country is so b<ilTen, as not 
'(J loe capable of producing the ordinarv nece~saries 
],dllrally introduced' 1,y such a comm uilication; and 
tLey cOlltinue, in a great mea~ure, their own inconve
nient alld awkward modes of taking their game and 
preparing it when taken. Sometimes they drive the 
deer into the snnll lakes, where they spear them, 01' 

force them into inclosures, where the bow ancl arrow 
are employed against them. These animals are alw 
taken in snares made of skin. In the formel' in
stallce, the game is divided among those who have been 
eng<lgcd in the pursuit of it. In the lattlr, it is con-
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sidered as private property; nevertheless, any un· 
successful hnnter passing by, may take a deer 60 

caught, leaving the head, skin, and saddle for the 
owner. Thus, though they have no regular govern
ment, as every man is lord in his own family, they are 
influenced more or less, by certain principles which 
conduce to theil' general benefit. 

In their quarrels with each other, they very rarely 
proceed to a greater degree of violence than is occa
sioned by blows, wrestling, ancl pulling ofthe hair, while 
their abusive language consists in apply ing the name 
-of the most offensive animal to the object of their db. 
pleasure, and aclding the term ugly, alld chiay, 01 still~ 
born.* 

Their arms and domestic apparatus, in addition to 
the articles procured from EUJ'opeans, a.re spears, 
bows, ancl arrows, fishing, nets, and lines made of green 
deer-skin thongs. They have also nets for taking the 
beaver as he endeavors to escape from his lodge when 
it is broken open. It is set in a particular manner for 
the purpose, and a man is employed to watch the mo
ment when he enters the snare, or he would soon cut 
his way through it. He is then thrown upon the ice, 
where he remains a3 if he had no life in him. 

The snow-shoes are of very superior workmanship. 
The inner part of their frame is strait, the outer one 
is curved, and it is pointed at both ends, with that in 
fmnt turned up. They are also laced with great neat
ness \vith thongs made of deer-skin. The sledges are 
fOl'med of thin slips of board turned up also in front, 
and are highly polished with crooked knives, in orclt:I' 
to slide along with facility. Closs-grained wood is, 
on that account, the best; but theirs are made of the 
red or swamp spruce-fir tree. 

The country, which these people claim as their land, 
has a very small quanti'ty of earth, and produces little 
or no wood or herbage. Its chief vegetable substance 
is the moss, on which the deer feed; and a kind of 
rock moss, which, in time~ of scarcity, preserves the 

• This name is :'1150 applicable to the fcetus of aR ani1na.l, whoo killed, which iii CGn,
side~;ed as one of tlle ~rt:J.tcst deHcac:es. 
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lives of the natives. \Vhen boiled in water, it dis
solves in'.o 2" clammy g;lutinous substance, that afford~ 
a ,-cry sufticicnt eourishment. But, notwithstanding 
the barren state of their country, with proper care and 
economy, these people might live in great comfort, 
for the lakes abound with fish, and the hills are Cf'

vered with deer. Though, of all the Indian people.of 
this continent, they' arc c;onsidered a~ the most provi
d~nt, they sllE"~r severely at certain seRsons, and par
ticularly in the deJ.:i of winter, when they are undel" 
the necessity of 1,~tic;!16 to their scant\' w()od3. To 
the westward of them the musk-ox may' be found, but 
they have no dependence on it as an article of sm~ 
tenance. Th~re arc also large hares, a few white 
wohes, peculiar to their country, and several kinds of 
foxes, with white and grey partridges, &c. The bea· 
vel' and moose deer they do not find until they come 
within 60 degrees north latitnde, and the buffalo is 
still further south. That animal is known to frequent 
an higher latitude to the westward of their country. 
These people bring pieces of beautiful variegated mar· 
l)le, which are found on the surface of the earth. It 
is easily worked, bears a fine polish, and hardens with 
~ime ; it indure, heat, and is manufactured into pipes 
a\' calumets, as they are very fond of smoking to
bacco; a luxury which the Europeans communicated 
to them. 

Their amusements or recreations are but few. Their 
music is so inhumonious, and their dancing so auk
ward, that they mig'ht be supposed to be ashamed of 
both, as they vel'Y st..ldom practise either. They also 
shoot at m~rks, and play at the games common among 
them; but m fact prefel' sleeping to either; and the 
greater ~art of their ti~e is p~ssed in procuring food, 
and restll1g from. the tOll necessary to obtain it. 

T~ley are also, of a quel'ulous disposition, and are 
contll1ually makmg complaints; which they express 
~Y a cO~b~ant repetit~o~ orthe word eduiy," it is hard," 
In a whmll1g and plmnll ve tone of voice. 

They are superstitious in the extreme and almost 
.:very action of their lives, however trivj~l, is more fir 
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less influenced by some whimsical notion. I never 
observed that they had any particular form of religious 
wOI'ship; but as they believe in a good and evil spirit, 
and a state of future rewards and punishments, they 
cannot be devoid of religious impressions. At the 
same time they manifest a decided unwillingness to 
make any communicntions on the subject. 

The Chepewyans have been accused of abandoning 
their aged and imfirm people to perish, and of not bury
ing their dead, but these are melancholy necessities, 
which proceed from their wanderillg way of life. 
They are by no mtans universal, fOl'it is within my 
knowledge, that a man, rendered helpless by pail;y, 
was c~rried about for many years, with the greatest 
tenderness and attention, till he died a natural death. 
That they should not bury their dead in their own 
countt'y, cannot be imputed to them a custom arising 
from a savage insensibility, as they inhabit such high 
latitudes that the ground never thaws; but it is well 
known, that when they are in the woods, they cover 
their dead with trees. Besides, they manifest no com
mon respect to the memory of their departed friends, 
by a long period of mourning, cutting off their hair, 
and never making use of the property of the deceas
ed. Nay, they frequently destroy 01' sacrifice their 
own, as a token of regret and sorrow. 

If there be any people who, from the barren state 
of their country, might be supposed to be cannibals 
by nature, these people, from the difficulty they, at 
times, experience in procuring food, might be liable to 
that imputation. But, in all my knowledge of them, 
I never was acquainted with one instance of that dis
position; nor among all the natives which I met with 
in a route of five thousand miles, did 1 see or hear 01 
an example of cannihalism, but such as arose from that 
irresistible necessity, which has been known to impel 
even the most civilized people to eat each other. 

K 



E.I'amp!cs of the ChepeH'!}(tn Tongue. 

MAN Dinnie. I ;JX 
Alkl ~1r-hy-y_ 

\Voman <..:hequl1is. ~even 

'Youn~ man QuelaqUls. light Alki deing-h)'. 
"(JUlIg woman Q.uelaql.mchequoi. Nine CJkin.l hanoth-na. 

My ~on z, azay. I Tln 
CJ norh na. 

11) d,\ugliter Zi Icn;;.li. TWl'nty N a ghw- ct" noth na. 
M\' htl~bdnd Zi dWl1le. F'llle Cuunn_ 
M}'wlte Zl zarun~li. WOlter Tuue. 
.illy Lrother Zl ralOg . \\'oud Delhkin. 
MI' f.lther Zl tah, Ice '1 hun. 
M,- mother 21 Huh. Snow YJth. 
~l; gr'.lildrather ZJ UI1Ji. Rdln 1'Junnchee 
J\1e, or my Sec. Like Toue). 
I Nc. l{rver Tc:...e. 
Yuu Nun. Muuntaln LClh. 
They lit:. Stone Til.lli). 
lle.ld .fllthle. Hernes GUl-eh. 
1 tlinJ Law 110t Edllwh. 
Lcs Edthen. Cold f,<\zab. 
F(Jut Cuh. 1,land !\IJuey. 
.E ',C'; NJckhar • Gun TelkllllY. 
'(eeth Goo. Puwder Tdknh) co'tlnn:t. 
~IJe Kac-hey. Kni!e lk~s. 

8ellv Bitt. I ;~~; Thynle. 
Tongue Edthu. J SJ.h. 
11.1il ThlCgJh. '\foon 
.eack L()~sch • Red Deli couse, 
Blood Dell. B:J.ck lJeJl ZIO. 
The lmee ChJ-g-Lltt. Tr.1de, or barter !\a-h(lun-nv. 
Clutht:~, or Blankets EtlutldY. Goud Leyz,_,ng .. 
Cn3t feh. :'lot good Ley zong houHey. 
I.t'g-gm Thcll. Silnlung G-edd~y. 
~hoes Kmchcc. K!d, u;Jy ,r,IH:ncy. 
Robe, or blanket Thuth. Lung ::'Ince G..tllachnna.. 
:'kevES Rtll. l\uw, to-day <"'~lnneh. 
)'1 Jtti:ns Gee~e. I To-Morruw G.ulliJeh. 
c.'P ~"h. ~~y a no bye, or pre-
SW.1n Kag-ouce. sentlv Carahnulleh. 
Duck Kelh. House; or lodge COllen. 
Coose Gah. C..tnol! ~ha[li.lt'e. 
'Vhite partrirl.~c CasbJh. Dour The a baiT. 
Grey p.lrtllClge Dt"),t.'t:. ~~~~}ler-Lodge 1\ 'JIJJI.1Y. 
BuftJlo GIddy. HllchalHlury. 
}.Iol)se deer Dlny.u. I ~line Zld.ly. 
Rein deer Erithun. IIls Bedzv. 
Dt'JVCl Zah. Your's I\untfJ" 
.BCJr Z:.m. L:1rgc: t.:!]~hav,r. 
Otter Naby-ai ~malJ, or little Cil.\utah. 
Marten Thall. I love you BJ. CbOlnlChdinll. 
\Volvercen NJgui~'Ji. 1 hate }(Ju }juClllJlrllch..tdmh 
Wult Ye~s(N\luncay) 1i1i1:'I. 
Fo'\( N.l!.1uethey. I J.m to be pitied F ,t'Lh'~unest-hinay~ 
Hare Cah. My relation ,\v lod. mnay. 
Dog ~~~~K~Lh. GIve me W.1ter '100 h.lfinlltu. 
Bl'..l-Yer-skin GI\!e me me..tt I~~'d~-h.l.n iltu. 
()tlt;-~Inn NabY-.li thith. tJwe me 11~b ~[nt'eh anneltu. 
\1IHJot:-~kln Deny-al thlth. Give me meat to cJ.t BiJ BJrhecther. 
J-.I[ kJh. Give me water to 
(,rc:1se Thle~s. dllnk To Bat hi then. 
Meat Bid. Is It far nJf Nl'lliJ tlZ.lTI\'. 
J',ke Uldioh. h it near 

tl/;~~~f;i~~i!11' \Vhite-fi~h Slouey. It is not i.lf 
Trout S!ouYlmai. It b nt.'Jr Nlldu.\y. 
PIlkcrel O'Gah. lIow many t tJJlleldey. 
n~h-!F)ok Ge-cth. w~;~;~~~! you him, Fbh-llllt! Clu'e.l T tlJ hOllll!a. 
fin: Slachr· Come here '.I e\~ riLssay. 1wo N.:tg,hur. Pam, or suffer in'" 1-).111 
Tb~r~ Ta~h-y. Il'~ hard b !·"ju'.lh. 
l,:'Jtlr Dengk-y. You lit! { 'nt'i.ee. :nc 5d~uul\1c!;~c" WhJttllen (: '.1:;: ' .. -.l'~ •. , 
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Imbarked at Fort Ch("pewyan, on the LaLe of the Hills, in company with M. Le 
Roux. Account of the p.:rty, provision:., &r. Directlon ot the cour~. En-

~l/ tYl~el~~lf.he ~~~J~,i~~~~~~f o~l~h~·~li~~r. A~~~R,~n a~;~l~~~~~ :~iV6t·th:b~~a~t~~~. 
~ucce~\l\'e descnpllun uf several carryillg places. A canoe lost in one 'Jf the 
Follis. En,~amp on Pui,lt de Ruche. COUlse continued. Set the nets, &c. 
Arnvl' at the Sl,lve Lake. Thl~ weather ~xtremely cold. Banks of the dver 

~n~~!r~~~~~ ~l~~eittat~~~s, ~Y:r';g~ICtl) :~~~U~I\ ~~~h~~;l~a~/,~~ukt!~n~fhar.~~ 
famllle~ u1 I I1dl.Uh a, II 'j(" tro.IJ Athabdsca. BeJvers, geese, and swans killed. 
Thl! nt!b end.ll1gcrr:1j b; ju:.". Re~el1lu.l.rk and land on a small isi.l11d. Cours(:
d.mtlnued a!un;~ tht: "hUll:~, z.nd ,across tbe bays of the Lake. Y aduus :.u{:(.~~-
6CS of the hll~,ltcrs. ~\I.:-er t()r <:01 tnland where there was plenty ut cranberries 
and small on1oJls. KIll :.e\ oat rein-deer. Land 011 <l!l Island named hie a la 
(;uch~. t.:luuli" of mU~4.;Jjt'Jl'~ 

17R'I. J ,IT 
J. 'V E embarked at nine o'clock in the morn-

ing, at Fort Chepewyan, on the south side of the 
lake of the Hills, in latitude 58. 40. North, and lon
gitude 110. 3D. west from Grecnwich, and compa!>s 
has sixteen deg'l'ces variation east, in a canoe, made 
of Lirch Lark. 'fhe crew consisted of four Canadians, 
two of wbom were attended by their wives, and a Ger
man; we WCI'C accompanied also by an Indian, who 
had acquired lhe title of English Chief, and his two 

l'/n!t'. It i, I I II'~ (.I. 
',1'" ') «IlU lhjt [1,(' 

tr,e CIIZO';!:; lll!'O\L,II()Ul the Journals are taken by 
If ITILl')t t\,,;! \..f.'Jl~lden:J: 
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wives, in a small canoe, with two young Indians; his 
followers in another small ~anoe. These men were 
tngaged to serve us in the two-fold cap:lcity of inter
preters and hunters. This Indian was on e ofthe fol
lowers of the chief who coriducted Mr. Hearne to the 
coppet'-mine rivel', and had since .been 3. pr~ncipallea
der of his countrymen who were 111 the habit of carry
ing furs to Chul'chiil Factory, Hudson's Bay, and till 
oflate very much attached to the interest of that com
pany. These circumstances pl'ocured him the appel. 
lation of the English Chief. 

,;y e were also accompanied by a canoe that I had 
equipped for the purposeo±" trude, and gi ving the 
charge of it to M. Le Roux, one of the Company's 
clel'ks. In this I was obliged to ship part of our pro· 
vision; which, with the clothing necessary for us 011 

the voyage, .a proper assortment of the ar"'.'cles of 
merchandize as presents, to ensure us a friendly recep· 
tion among the Indians, and the ammunition and arms 
requisite for defence, as well as a supply for our hun
tel'S, Ylere more than our own C<UlOe could carry, but 
hy the time \ye should part comp:.my, there was every 
reasbn to suppose: that OUi' expenditure would make 
sufficient l'OOn) for the whole. 

~.V e procenled t\\"cnty-one miles to the west, and 
then took a course of nine miles to north-north-west, 
when we entered the river, or one of the branches of 
the lake, of which there are several. '''' e then ~teer
ed north fiye miles, when our course ch"wred for two 

. u 
llllJes to north-north· e2lst, and here, at seven in the 
evening-, we landed and pitched our tents. One of the 
hunter~ killed a goose~ and a COl'ple of ducks; at the 
,;ame time the canoe was taken out of the water, te 
be g-ummed, which necessary business was ei'i"ectually 
performed. 

l/l1lr:;day 4. \;y e embarked at foul' this morning 
aJ~d proceeded north-north-east hall' a mile, north olle 
mIle and a half, west two miles, north-west two miles 
··; .. est-north-·,'.cst one mile anel a j,·".lf., IiO"1.L-llort"-\\es 
h'llf a mile, and west-narth-west two miL~, \\ IH. r, thi: 
hranch loses ibelfin the Pc<.<e fc:"I-e!". it;ti rt;lll~u'l~a 
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bie, the currents of these various branches orthe lake, 
when the Peace River is high, as in May and August, 
run into the lake, which in the other months .of the 
yeal' returns its waters to them; whence to this place, 
the branch is not more than t~·o hundred yards wide: 
nor less than an hundred and twenty. The banks are 
rather low, except in one pl.ace, \yhere an huge rod 
rises abo\'e them. The low land is covered with wood, 
such us white birch, pines of different kinds, with the 
poplm', three kinels of willow, and the liard. The Peact 
Ri\'er is upwards of a mile broad at this spot, and it~ 
current i, stronger than that of the channel which 
communicates with the lake. It here, indeed, as· 
sumes the name of the Slave Ri\'el'.* The course oj 
this day was as follows :-North-west two miles, north
north-west, through idands, six miles, north four miles 
and a half, north by east two miles, west by north six 
miles, north one mile, north-east by east two mile~· 
north one mile_ 'Ye now descended a rapid, and pro
ceeded Ilorth-west seven miles and a half, north-west 
Iline miles, north by west six miles, north-west by west 
one mile and a half, north-west by north half a mile, 
llortll-l1m'th-west six miles, north one mile, north-west 
by west four miles, north-north-east one mile. Here 
we ani ved at the mouth of the Dog HiveI', where we 
landed, and unloaded our canoes, at half past bcvcn in 
the evening, on the east side, and close by the rapids. 
At this station the rivel'is near two leagues in breadth. 

Frtdu!! 5. At three o'clock in the morning we em
: >,ll'kcrl,but unloaded our canoes at the fir~t rapid. 'Yhen 
'"' e had reloaded, we entered a small channel, which 
is formed by the i~lands, and, in about half an hOUI', 
'I e came to tIle carrying place. It is three hundred 
and eib"Jlly paces in length, and very commodious, ex
.:ept at the further end of it. vVe founel some difficlll-
ty in re-Ioading at this spot, from the large quantity 
of ic': which had not yet thawed, From hence to the 
llt:xt carrying place, called the Portage d'Ji.muarras, 

* TI,,-' ';);wc InoJ!;.\n<J havir.rr Leen dlIV1.'1l from d1'..' If ur: rr in3.1 COllntn', bv tkir fTI" . 
~ilt.~ tilt K!"~t"ne.IlL') aj(l'I~~ tl,~, b'o\,kr~ ut tlw P;lf, (Jj'liJe f!\el' l Ii. f,,!Z'_i';ul tk..\: 
tl'.',·, t!i\"'~!; ill,/ no .m\..' tn, 111'. tll\,('s Lh,.' Irll".\ fIf 'Ct \ lllldel I",JL Wh gl'rClI tr) tl.~'~L 

.... ~~t:~ (_ .,' " '.~ •• n (); H"P.>');)":', V: ',t dt'II<Jt...:.i llV1P! t:~Jll v~'UBUQlllIJ.'\ J:.}'l1';;~\ 
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is about six miles, ::md is occ2sioned by the drift v,ood 
filling up the small Ch,l.l1:-:tl., '.Yhich is one ,11Ousancl and 
twenty paces in length; fn:;m j-.ence to th,: next is one 
mile and a haJf~ while the tli:-O[3P,('c to that which o'Jl

ceeds, does not exceed one bundrell ~,.r"J t;~'ty yarclo. It,is 
~'_bout the same length as the last; and from Ler,ce to 

the calTying place called tLc; IV!ount~,in, ~s about four 
miles further; when we entered the g.'eat river. 1'1,(; 
smaller one, or the channel, affords by far the best 
f'""c,,;;e, as it is without hazard of any kind, thO\:gh I 
Lelicve a shorter course wOllle! be fo-und on the olltoicle 
of the i~lands, and without so many carry ire;; f'!~lce~. 
That callee! the MOLlnt~lin is three l1undred and lllirty
the paces in lengel! , from thence to tbe next, named 
the Pelican, there is alout a mile of (Ln:;-erolls r:lpicls. 
The 12.nding- is vel y steep, ~,ncl close tG the ldl. The 
kll::::th of this canying-plaCl; is eigilt hundred :,nd 
,wenty paces. 

'l'te I'lhole or thl; p.:lt'ty werc now employed_ in tc:k
lilt:," the baggage awl tLe canoe up the hill. erie of the 
Indian canoes Y,-ent GC;\\Tl the f2JI, ape! was C:Z.Sh':CL to 

pieces the ,','r;I1W!l who bad the nwn,,~-'::ment of it, by 
',uitt:I'g it in time, prl;s(oI'vecl her Lie, though slle 
lost the little property It cont2.illed. 

The course from the tJlace we fjuitted in the morn
in" is about north-west, and comprehends a tlistance 
vtfifteen miles; from hence to the next and last c,,\'
l'yin3,' place is about nine miles, in \\hicll distance there 
al'e three rapids: course north-west by \',~st. The car
ryinb path is very bad, and five hundred and thirty-five 
pacc3 in l,mgth. Our canoes b"ing ligLtcnccl, l,assed on 
the outside of the oppo:;itei:;land, which rendered the 
carrying of the bap"gage very short indeed, being not 
more than the length of a canoe. In the yeai' 1786, 
five men were drowned, and two calloes and some 
packages lost, in the rapids on the other side of the 
river, which occasion<::d this pl2.cc to be called the 
Portage des J(ayes, They \'.'<::rc; procr:tc:ing to the 
Sl::tve Lake, in the fall of that year, uncleI' the direction 
of :Wr. Cuthbert Grant. ,.y e lJrocec:cled from hence 
~i:: miles, and enc:tmpcd on Peine de Rcchc) at half 
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past five in the afternoon. The men and Inclians. 
were very much fatigued; but the hunters had pro
vided seven geese, a beaver, and fOllr ducks. 

Saturday 6. Vic embarked at half past tl','O in the 
moming, and steered nOI'th-west by north twenty
one miles, north-west by west five miles, west-north
west foUl' miles, west six miles, doubled a point nOl'tb.
north-east one mile, e<lst five miles, north two miles, 
north-west by north one mile and a half, west-north
west three miles, north-east by east tVlO miles, doubled 
a point one mile and a half, west by north nine miles, 
north-west by we"t six mil~s, l;Qfth-north-west hve 
miles; here we landed at six o'clock in the evening, 
unloaded, and encamped. Nets were also set in <I, 

small adjacent river. \Ve had an head wind duriD;; 
the greater part of the day, and tIle weltther was be
come ~o cold, that the Indians were obliged to Tll"d:e 
use of their mittens. In this day's progress we kil-
led seven geese and six ducks. , 

Surulay 7. At half pa~t three we renewed our voy
age, and proceeded west-north-we~t one mile, ronn'd 
an island one mile, north-west L wo miles and an half, 
south by west three miles, west-south-west one mile, 
south-west by south l1alf a mile, north-west three 
miles, west!.north-west three miles and an hltlf, nOlth 
seven miles and a half, north-west by north four miles, 
north two miles and an half, north-west by north two 
miles. The rltin, whioh h8.d prevailed for some time, 
now came on with such violence, that we were oblig
t,d to land and unload, to prel'e:lt the goods and bag
gage fmm g'etting wet; the weather, however, soon 
cleal'eel up, so that we reloaded the canoe, and g(lt 
undel' lV"y. Vie now continued OUl' COUl'~i': nOlth ten 
miles, west one mile, and a half, and north one mile 
and a half, when the rain come OIl again, and 1'.'11-

dered it absolutely necessary for us to gd on shore 
fo~' the night, at about half past three, \Ve h:,d <l, 

stml1."; north-north-east wind throughout the ci"y, 
whi~h 6'l'aatly impeded llS; 1\'I. Le ROll:(, hOI:cv'cr, 
wilh his part)', passed on in seal'eh of a l'lllCli[l~' pbce 
more a;," cc:alJk lo th'~D1. The Indians kill!;:d a couple 
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of geese, and as many ducks. The rain continued 
through the remaining part of the day. 

Alonday 8. The night was very boisterous, and the 
rain did not cease till two in the afternoon of this day; 
but as the wind did not abate of its violence, 1\'e were 
lll;evented from proceeding till the morrow. 

Tue8day. 9. 'Ve embarked at half past two in the 
morning, the weather being calm and foggy. Soon 
after OUt' two young men joined us, whom we had not 
seen for two days; but during theil' absence they had 
killed four beavers and ten geese. After a course of 
one mile north-west by north, we obsened an opening 
on the right, which we took for a fork of the river, 
put it pl'Oved to be a lake. 'Y e returned and steered 
south-west by west one mile and a half, we5t-south
west one mile and a half, west one mile, when ween
tered a very small branch of the river 011 the east 
klnk; at the mouth of which I was informed there 
had teen a carrying place, vwin2,' to the quantity of 
drift \yood, which then illled up the passage, but had 
since b"c'l earned away. The course of this ri\'er is 
meanclel'ing, and tends to the nerth, and in about ten 
miles falls into the Slave Llk;:o, where we arrived at nine 
in the mornil1f:>;, when we found a great change in the 
weather, ~lS it was become extl'emely c,old. The lake 
was entil'e:y covered with ice, and did not seem, in 
any degree, to luwe given way but near the shore. 
The gnats and musC)uitoe~, \v hi( h were Vd'y trouble
some during om" passage along -Jloo' riv~l, lid not Vtl;
ture to accorl1pany us to this "o]llLl' regio~l. 

The banks of the river, both abolc and below the 
rapids, were on both sides covered With the various 
ki!1(b of wood common to this country; particularly 
the westel'l1 side; the lanel Lc;n;; lmyu" and consistmg 
of a ric!l, black 5011. 'fbi, lll'ti fieial ground is carri
ed down by the stream, and rests upon drift wood, so 
as to be eight or ten feet deep. The eastern banks 
al:e more elevated, ane! the bOil a yellow cll()" mixed 
wllh gl'.,vel; so that the trees arc neither ~u large or 
aumerous as on the oppo,ite shore. TLe "Toune! IV." 

t • 1 I (" b 110. In<lWCl ,l JOYt c;,rteen wehes in depth; notwitL.,· 
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standing the leaf was at its full growth j while along 
the Like there was sC.J.rcely any appearance of verdure. 

The Indians informed me, that, at a very small dis
tance from either bank of the river, are vet'y exten
sive plains, frequented by large herds of buffaloes; 
while the moose and rein-d~ej' keep in the woods that 
border on it. The btaver~, which are in great num
ber~, build their habitations in the small lakes and ri
vers, as, in the larger streams, the ice carries every 
thing along with it, during the spriag. The mud· 
banks in the river are covered with wild fowl; and we 
this morning killed two swans, ten geese, and one bea
Yer, without suffering the delay of an hour; so that 
'we might have soon fIlled the canoe with them, if that_ 
had been our object. 

From the small river we steered east, along the in
side of a long sand-bank, covered with drift wood and 
enlivened by ,l few willows, which stretches on as fal' as 
the houses erected by Mes'lrs. Grant and Le Roux, 
in 1786. VI/ c: often ran aground, as for five succes
~i\'c miles tht: dc,Ah of the wat~r no where exceeded 
thl'ee feet. Thc~e we found our people, who had ar
rivc~d early in the morning, and whom we had not 
seen sillce the preceding Sunday. \Ve now unloaded 
the canOE, and pitched our tents, as there was every 
appearance that we should be obliged to remain here 
fOi' som~ time. I then ordered the nets to be set, as 
it was ab"'Jlutely necessary that the stores pro\'i,kd fot" 
ollr futme voyage should remain untouched. The 
fish WI: now can,;llt were carp, poissot: " inconllu, whicn 
fish, and trout. 

/ Vedileilday 10. It rained during the greatest part 
of the preceding night, and the weather did not deJ.i' 
up till the afternooll of this day. This circumstanu, 
had very mllch weakened the ice, and I sent two of the 
Indians on a hUlltin,; pal'ty to a lake at the distance 
of nine miles, whiCh, tht:y informed me, was fre
quente,l by animals of' 'various kinds. Our fishery 
c,is day was not so abundant as it had been on th~ 
preceding afternoon. 

'" l'J.',h that were unk.nown~ 
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Tlzm'sday II. The weather was fine and clear, 
with a strong westerly wind. The women were em
ployed in g'athering berries of different sorts, of which 
there al'e a great plenty; ancL 1 accompanied one of 
my people to a small adjacent· Island, ,,"here \I"e pick
ed up some dozens of swan, geese, and duck-cg'gs; 
we also killed a couple of ducks and a s·oose. 

In the e\'l'ning the Indians returned, ",ithoHt having 
~eell any of the larger animals. A swan and a grey 
,'rane were the only li'uit> of their expedition. \Ve 
caught no other i1sh but a small quantity of pike, 
"hieh is too common to 1)e a El\"Orlte food with the 
p.::opie of the cOllntry. The ice mored a litti::: to the 
ea,')tw-ard. 

Fridall, l~. The weather continued the same as 
veslerd;r, anei tLe mUS'iliitoes began to "isit us in 
great nU11lucrs. The i-:e mo\'ed agJ.in in tI,e same 
llirc:clion, and I ascended an hill, but could not per
r:':,,~ve that l,t "'(i..'~ b','c;kcn in '..lje n1i(Lae c1 th~ lake. 
'The J'ur-Lers Lill-...:d a t»l)~C and three (~ucl~,-: . 

• ':, '1Ilrday I J. The we?th, r w:'s c!01lc!", and the 
"iuct chaage::tbk till abont U;;J-sct, when it ·,<:ttled in 
tlk llu1'lh. It clroye 'J"ck t!it: icc; \, hich ,nts now very 
L1UC;1 IJI'oken '-.]'('1 I f.,' the, )V)[C, and covel'eel ou!' nets. 
One c;' tJ;,~ h'":ncus ,,;h0 b,l~i btel1 c,t tbe Slave Ri\Tr 
LJ~ I~t·I..'cl:'(ling- C\'::flin~:, return":::ll \yith three beuy(;l's 
"ILl ''''ll'ceca sec'-e. U,e: \',',IS accompanied by three 
LUll II''"' ,~f I :](il:1n.,; \','1)[) 1,0.-'1: .Hb"\.>,lsca the same clay 
", l.1)'"l_': tllc.'.I" cllCl ;IC',: bn;;g mc any fowl: and they 
Ve .. ,lect irl eXCll'oC, ,klC t:Jlr hael travelled with so 
Illl,lell c",pediti~~, as to jjiT\"C'llt them from procuring
!,U ;Ju.cnt prO"!'ilOI13 ;'c;r themselves. By a meridian 
lill'C, i iUlIne! the '"<tl'iatiull of the compass to be about 
t\lcnt)" de,";I'cc, e::tst. 

'~l";/{I'ly \·1. 'flie weather "-as ck::tr and the wind 
rel1uined in the sa11le (juarter. The icc \'.;~s much 
brokell, and elri\'~n to the siL\..: of the lake, so that we 
"~"c "pprehel1oi ve for the loss of our nets, as they 
u);liclnot, at PI',; ""l1t be e"tricated. At 511n-set,there 
was an ,Ippezcrance of a "iolent gll~t of wind fro,p the 
~0!.lt11\\~ !'cl, '5 tht Of"y !)r:'.'8me' on a ~udden, in th~t 
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rluarter, of a very dusky blue color, and the ligllt
ning was very frequent. But instead of wind there 
came on a heavy rain, which promised to dimimsh 
the quantity of broken ice. 

Monday 15. In the morning, the bay still continu
ed to be so full qf ice, that we could not get at our 
nels. About noon, the wind veered to the westward, 
and not only uncovered the nets, but cleared a pas
sage to the opposite islands. \Vhen we raised the
nets we found them very much shattered, and but 
few fish taken. \"1 e now struck our tents, and em
barked at sun-set, when we made the traverse, which 
was about eight miles north-east by north, in about 
two hours. At half past eleven, P. M. we landed on 
a small island, and pl'oceeded to gum the canoe. At 
this time the atmosphere was sufficiently clear to ad
mit of reading 01' writing without the aid of artificial 
light. We had not seen a star since the second day 
.(fter we left Athabasca. About twelve o'clock, the 
moon made its appearance above the tops of the trees, 
the lower horn being in a state of eclipse, which con
tinued fol' about six minutes, in a cloudless sky. 

I took soundings three time~ in the cour&e of the 
traverse, when I found six fathoms water, with a mud
dy bottom.~" 

Tue8day 16. '''Ie were prevented from embarking 
this morning by a vel'y strong wind from the north, 
and the vast quantity of floating ice. Some trout were 
caught with the hook and line, but the net was nb-t so 
successful. I had an obsel'vation which gave 61. 2S. 
north latitude. . 

The wind becoming moderate, we embarked about 
one, taking a north-west course, through islands, of 
ten miles, in which we took in a considerable quantity 
of \nlter. After making several traverses, we landed 
at fi\'e P. l\I. and having pitched our tents, the hoo\;.s, 
lines, anrl nets, were immediately set. During the 
course of the day, thel'e was occasional thunder. 

~Vedne$day 17. vVe proceeded, and taking up 0\11' 

nets as we passe.!, we found no more than seventeen 
fish, and were stopped within a mile by the icc. The 
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Indians, however, brought us back to a point where 
our fiSI1("ry was very successful. Tl:ey proceeded al
so on a hunting party, as well as to dl&COVer a passage 
amonO" the isLmcls; but at three in the aflernoon, they 
returl~ed without having succeeded in either object. 
We were, howeYer, in expectation, that, as the wind 
blew very strOll';, it would force a passage. About 
sun-set, the wl;!alher became overcast, with thunder, 
lightning, and rain. 

Thursday 18. The nets were taken up at foul' this 
JUol'ning with abllll,Lu:ce of fish, and \n; ~t"ered north
west, four lUilts, W1](::l'e tE': ice a;;J.in prevented our 
pl'ogrt::~s. A south-east \\ il'cl d ['u\'e it among the 
islands in such a .11anller as to impede our passage, 
and we could perceive at some dlstance a-head, that jt 
was but little broken. 'Ve now set our nets in four 
fathom water. Two of our lnmters had killed a rein
deer and its fawn. T:ley jla(~ met with two Indian fa
milies, and in the evening, a man belonging to one of 
them, paid us a visit: he informed me, that the ice 
had not stirred on the sid~ (.f the island opposite to 
us. These peopJe Ji \'C ullil":i',' on fish, and were wait
ing to cross the lake as S08:1 it should be clear of ice. 

Friday 19. Thi" ;nul'"ing 0:1,' nets were unproduc
tive, as tiley yielded \I~ no 1"ore than six fish, which 
were of a very bad kind. In the forenoon, the In(li
ans proceeded to the l<lrge island opposite to us, in 
search of game. The weather was cloud v, and the 
wind changeable: at the same time, We: wei'e pestered 
by lUusquitoes, though, in a great measure, surround· 
cd with ice. 

Saturday 20. ''Ie took up our nets, but without 
an.r fish. .It rained very hard during the night and 
thiS mOrl1lDg: uevertl1dess, IvL Le Roux and his 
people ,,,ent baek to the point which we had quitted 
on the 18 th, but 1 did not tlunk it prudent to move. 
as. I was watching for a passage through the ice, I pro· 
111lsed to ~c.1,1 for them when I could oblainit. It rained 
at intervals till about ilve o'clock; when we loaded 
ou.r canoe, and steered for the larg-e island, west si~ 
nules. 'When we came to the point of it, we found I 
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~rea.t quantity of ice; we, however, set our nets, and 
soon caught plenty of fish. In our way thither we 
met our hunters, but they had taken nothing. I took 
soundings at an hundred yards from the island, when 
we were in twenty-one fathom water. Here we found 
abundance of cranberries and small spring onions. I 
now dispatched two men for M. Le Roux, and his 
people. 

Sunday 21. A southerly wind blew through the 
night, and drove the ice to the northward. The two 
men whom I had sent to M. Le Roux, returned at 
eight this morning; they parted with him at a small dis
tance from us, but the wind blew so hard, that he was 
obliged to put to shore. Having a glimpse of the sun, 
when it was twelve by my watch, I found the latitude 
61. 34. north latitude. At two in the afternoon, M. 
Le RouK, and his people arrived. At five, the ice be
ing almost all driven past to the northward, we accor· 
dingly embarked, and steere4 west fifteen miles, 
through much broken ice, and on the outside of the 
islands, though it appeared to be very solid to the 
north-east. I sounded three times in this distance, 
and found it seventy-five, forty-four, and sixty fathom 
water. "Ve pitched our tents on one of a cluster of 
small islands that were within three miles of the main 
land, which we could not reach in consequence of the ice. 

We saw some rein-deer on one of the islands, 
;tnd our hunters went in pursuit of them, when they 
killed five large and two small ones, which was easi
ly accomplished, as the animals had no shelter to 
which they could run for protection. T.hey had, 
without doubt, crossed the ice to this f>pot, and the 
thaw coming on had detained them there, and made 
them an easy prey to the pursuer. This isla.ud wa", 
accordingly named Isle de Carreboeuf. 

I sat up the whole of this night to observ.e the set. 
ting and rising of the sun. That orb was beneath the 
horizon foul' hOul'stwenty-two minutes, and rose north 
20 east by compass. It however, froze so hal'd, that 
.dul'ing the sun's disappearance the water was COVel"· 

ed with lee half a quarter of an inch thick. 
L 
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Monday 22. vVe embarked at h~,lf past three ill 
the mornin"', and rounding the outside of the islands 
5teered norrh. west thirteen miles along the ice, edt;
lng in for the main land, the wind west, then \yest t\\O 
miles; but it blew so hard as to oblige us to land on 
,,11 island at half past nine, from whence we could just 
distinguish land to the south-east, at the distanc.e of 
dhont twelve leagues; though we could not determine, 
whether it was a continuation of the islands, or the 
5hores of the lake." I took an observation at noon, 
Ivhich gave me 61. 53. north, the variation of the 
compass being, at the same time, about two points • 
. -,1. Le Roux's people having provided two bags of 
jlcmicant to be left in the island against their return; 
it was called Isle a {a Cache. 

The wind being moderated, we proceeded again at 
half past two in the afternoon, and steering west by 
north among the islands, made a course of eighteen 
miles. vVe encamped at eight o'clock on a small 
island, and since eight in the morning had not passed 
any ice. Though the weather was far from being 
warm, we were tormented, and our rest interrupted, 
by the host of musquitoes that accompanied us. 

CHAPTER II. 

'l,Jnded atsomelodges nf Red-Knife Indians: procure one of them to assist in na .. 
vlgaung t,he bays. ~onferenct: with the Indians. T:ike leave of M. Le Raux, 
.lUd conttnue, lhe voyage. Dlfferent appear~nces of the 1and; its vegetable 
~rodu.ce. VlSlt an Island where the wood had been feUed. Further descrip
tLOK.-.,Of the Coast. Plenty. of rem and moose-dter, and white partridge!!. 
~B1:!r a very deep bay. Interrupted by ice. Very blOWing weatIler. Con
tlRue t.o coa~llhe b~\y •. A.rnve at the mouth of a liver. Great numbers of ruh 
and wlld·fowl. Descnptlon of the land on e!lhe~ ~ide. Curious appearance 
(Jf ~ouds lh~t had been burned. Co me In Sight of the Horn Mountain. 
Conunue to kill gee~e and swans, &c. Vwlent storm. 

J/me, 1789'}T 
TlI"day~3, OWARDS morning, the Indians who bad 
not been able to keep up with us the precedino- day, 
now joined us, and brought two swans and a goose. 
At half past three we re-embarked, and steering west 
. * SOllletimeii th~ land, looms, so that there may be a great deception as to the 
hsta.~ce : a":d I ~hmk thiS was the case at prescnt. ~ 
_~g!.leSb lined III the SUD, ud afterwards p~und.d for the cOllvellieace of ear' 
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by north a mile and an half, with a flol'tbel'ly wind, 
we came to·the foot of a traverse acros, a deep bay, 
west fi\·~ miles, which receives a considerable river at 
the bottom of it ; the distance about twelve miles. 
The north-west side of the bay W~lS covered with 
lll:Lny small i,lands that were sllrt'ouncled \\ith ice; 
out the wind th'i\ ing it a little off the land, we had OIl 

clear passage Oil the inside of them. \Ve steered 
south-west nine miles under sail, then north west, 
nearly, through the islands, forming a course of six
teen H,iles. \Ve landed on the main land at half 
past two in the afl( moon ot three lodges of Red
Knife InGlians, so called from their copper kni\-es. 
They infor:n"d llS, that there were many more lodg
es of their friends at no great distance; and one of 
(he Indians set off to fetch them: they also said, that 
we should see no more of them at prq;ent ; as the 
Slave and Beay~r Indians, as well as olher~ of tbe 
tribe, would not be here till the time that the swans 
ca<;t thei r feathers. In the "ftel'noon it rained a tor
rent. 

H',rfr/(sciJ) 24. =.1. Le Roux purchased of these 
l'ldialls upwar • .ls of eight packs of good beaver and 
martin ~kins; and there were not above twelve 0\ 
t~em qualified to kill beaver. The English chief got 
upwards of an lmndred skins on the score of delJts 
<he to him, of IV hich he had many outstanding in 
this country. Forty of them h(l gave on account of 
'lebts dt-ie by him since the winters of 1786 and 1787, 
at the Slaye Lake; the rest he exchanged for rum 
and other necessary articles ; and I added a small 
':l'<lntityof that liquor as an encouraging present to 
him and his young men. I had several consultation, 
wit/l these Copper Indian people, but could obtain 
llo·"information that was material to our expedition; 
nOl' were they acquainted "\\ ith any part of the riYer" 
which was the object of my research, but the mouth 
of it. In orderto save as much time as po'>sible in 
Cil'c1llllnavigating the bays. I engaged one of the In
dians to conduct U~ ; and I accordingly equippttd him 
l' ith various al'licles of clothin~, [-;:c. I abo pLlrchaM'c! 
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a large new canoe, that he might embark with the 
two young Indians in my service. . . 

This day, at noon, I took an observatIon, whIch 
gave me 62. 24. north latitude; the variation of the 
I:ompass being about twenty-six or twenty-seven de .. 
grs:es to the east. 

In the afternoon I assembled the Indians, in order 
I.p inform them that I should take my departure on 
the following day; but that people would remain on 
the spot till their countrymen, whom they had men
tioned, should arrive; and that, if they brought a 
sufficient quantity of skins to make it answer, the 
Canadians would return for more goods, with a view 
to winter hel'e, and build a fort,* which would be 
continued as long as they should be found to deserve 
it. They assured me, that it would be a great encou· 
ragement to them to have a settlement of ours in 
their country; and that they should exert themselves 
to the utmost to kill beaver, as they would then be 
certain of getting an adequate value for them. Hi. 
therto, they saicl, the Chepewyans always pillaged 
them; or, at most, gave little or -nothing fOl' the 
fruits of their labour, which had greatly di~couraged 
them; and that, in consequence of this treatment, 
they had no motive to pursue the beaver, but to ob
tain a sufficient quantity of food and raiment. 

I now wrote to Messrs. Macleod and Mackenzie, 
and addressed my papers to the former, at Atha
basca. 

Th~r8day 25. We left this place at three this 
mormng, our canoe being deeply laden, as we hal\ 
embarked some packages that had come ~n the canoes 
of M. Le Roux. vVe were saluted on our departure 
with some vollies of small arms, which we returned, 
and steered south by west stl'aight across the bay, 
which is here no more than two miles and a half 
broad, but, from the accounts of the natives, it is 
~fteen leagues in depth, with a much greater breadth 
m se\'eral parts, and full of islands. I sounded in 
-he course of the traverse and found six fathoms with 

~ hrt, i, the name ~iTen to auy e>tabliihment in this COLlntr,. 
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a sandy bottom. Here, the land has a very different 
appearance feom that on which we have been since 
we entered the lake. Till we arrived here there was 
one continued view of high hills and islands of solid 
rock, whose surface was occasionally enlivened with 
moss, shrubs, and a few scattered trees, of a very 
stinted growth from an insufficiency of soil to nourish 
them. But notwithstanding their barren appearance, 
almost every part of them produces be.rries of various 
kinds, such as cranberries, juniper-berries, raspbel'
rie!;, partl'idge-bel'l'ies, gooseberries, and the path
agomenan, which is something like a raspberl'y ; it 
grows on a small stalk about a foot and a half high, 
in wet, mossy spots. These. fruits. are in great a
bundance, though they are not to be found in the 
same places, but in situations and aspects suited to 
theil' peculiar natures. 

The land which borders the lake in this part is 
loose and sandy, but is well covered with wood, com
posed of trees of a larger growth ;- it gradually rises 
fl'om the shore, and at some distance forms a ridge of 
high land running along the coast, thick with wood 
and a rocky summit rising above it. 

vVe steered south-south-east nine miles, when we 
were very much interrupted by drifting ice, and 
with some difficulty reached an island, where we 
landed at seven. I immediately prQceeded to the 
further part of it, in order to discover if there was 
~.lIy probability of our being allie to ge.t from thence 
in the cOUl'se of the day. It is about five Itliles in 
'circumference, and I was very much surprised to 
find that the greater part of the wood with which it 
was formerly covered, had been cut down with
in twelve or fifteen years, and that the remaining 
stumps were become altogether rotten. On making 
inquil'y concerning the cause of this extraordinary. 
Cil'CUmslanGe, the English chief informed me, that 
scyeral winters ago, many of the Slave Indians 
inhabited the Islands that were scattered over 
the bay, as the SUl'l'Quncling waters abound with fish 
throughout the year) but that tl1'-7 had been driven. 

L2 
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away by the Knisteneaux, who continually made war 
upon them. If an establishment is to be made in 
this country, it must be in the neighbourhood of this 
place on account of the wood and the fishery. 

At eleven we ventured to re-embark, as the wind 
had driven the greatest part of the ice past the island, 
though we still had to encounter some broken pieces 
()f it, which threatened to damage our canoe. ';Y e 
steered south-east from point to point across; five bays, 
twenty-one miles. We took soundings several times, 
and found from six to ten fathom water. I observed 
that the country gradually descended inland, and was 
!It ill better covered with wood than in the higher parts. 
vVherever we approached the land, we perceived de
serted lodges. The hunters killed two swans and a 
beaver; and at length we landed at eight o'clock in 
the evening, when we unloaded and gummed our 
~anoe. 

Friday 26. We continued our route at five o'clock, 
steering south-east for ten miles across two deep bays i 
then south-south-east, with islands in sight to the 
eastward. We then traversed another bay in a course 
of three miles, then south one mile to a point whit:h 
we named the Detour, and south-south-west foul' miles 
and an half, when there was an heavy swell off the 
lake. Here I took an observation, when we were in 
61. 4 O. north latitude. We then proceeded south
west four miles, and ~est.south-west among islands: 
on one of which our Indians killed two rein-deer, but 
we lost three hours aft wind in going for them: this 
course Was nine miles. About seven in the evening 
we were obliged to land for the night, as the wind 
became too strong from the south-east. We thought 
we could observe land in this direction when the wind 
was coming on from some distance. On the o1:hel' 
side of the Detour, the land is low, and the r:.hore is 
~at and dangerom., ther~ being no safe place to land 
In bad \\ eather, except In the islands which we had 
just p~ssed. :rhe~ seemed to be plenty of moose 
and rem-deer In thIS country, as we saw their tracks 
Whel'eyer we li\n<Jed~ There were also great numbers 
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of white partridges, which are at this season of a 
grey colour, like that of the moor-fowl. There was 
some floating ice in the lake, and the Indians killed a 
couple of swans. 

Saturday 27. At three this morning we were in 
the canoe, after having passed a very restles& night 
{I'om the persecution of the musquitoes. The wea
ther was fine and calm, and our course west-south
west nine miles, when we came to the foot of a tra
verse, the opposite point in sight bearing south-wellt, 
distance twelve miles. The bay is at least eight miles 
deep, and this course two miles more, in all ten miles. 
It now becamt; very foggy, and as the bays were so 
numerous, we landed for two hours, when the wea
ther cleared up~ and we took the advantage of steer
ing south thirte.en miles, and passed several small 
bays, when we came to the point of a very deep one, 
whose extremity was not discernible; the land bear
ing south from us, at the distance of about ten mile~. 
Our guide not having been here for eight winters, 
was at a loss what cou rse to take, though as well as he 
could recollect, this bay appeared to be the entrance 
of the river. Accordingly, we steered down it, about 
west-south-west, till we were involved in a field of 
broken ice. 'Ye still could not discover the bottom 
of the bay, and a fog coming on, made it very diffi
cult for us to get to an island to the south-west, and 
it was nearly dark when we effected a landing. 

Sunday 28. At a quarter past three we were again 
on the water, and as we could perceive no CUlTent 
setting into this bay, we made the best of Olll" way to 
the point that bore south from us yesterday afternoon. 
\Ye continued our course south three miles more, 
south by west seven miles, west, 1i-llC. ' miles, when, 
by observation, we were in 6 I deg'" ". S 110 til latitude; 
we then l)]'oceeded west-north-wtc'L ,\\ 0 mile', Here 
we came to the foot of a tr .... '~ rse, the opposite hll1d 
bearing south-west, Gi'ilanc: fU'lrtren 1>11;,,8, wn"n we 
steered into a deep ba), ,·.h'),it a \' ~e,"ly course; and 
though we had 110 llLllu a-:,e~.d iL ;'Il, \" e indulged 
the hope of fi,]clillg a P;:'S'c.· ,",hie;, ac.col"lLng to the 
Indian, would c0n,luct l," I. ,u; ·;';'_'"ance of the l'iver. 
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Having a strong wind aft, we lost sigh~ of the Tn
dians, nor could we put on shore to "'aIt for ~hem, 
WitllOut risking material damage to the canoe, tIll we 
ran to the bottom of the bay, and were forced among 
the rushes; when we discovered that there was no 
passage there. In about two or three hours they 
juined us, but would not approach our fire, as there 
was no o'ood ground for an encampmeni.: they emp
tied th;1r canoe of the water which it had taken in, 
and continued their route, but did not encamp till sun
set. The English chief was very much irritated 
against the Red-Knife Indian, and even tlueatened to 
murdel' him, for having undertaken to guide us in a 
course of which he was ignorant; nor had we any 
reason to be satisfied with him, though he still con
tinued to encourage liS, by declaring that he recollect
ed having passed from the river, through the woods, 
to the place whel;e he had landed. In the blowing 
weather to-day, we were obliged to make use of OUt' 

large kettle, to keep OUI' canoe from filling, although 
we did not carry above three feet sail. The Indians 
very narrowly escaped. 

lYIonday 29. vVe embaI'ked at four this morning, 
and steered along the south-we!>t Side of the bay. At 
haJ,f past five we reached the extremity of the point, 
whIch we doubled, and found it to be the branch or 
passage that was the object of our search, and occa
sioned ,by a very long island, which separates it from 
the malll channel of the river. It is about half a mile 
across, and not more than six feet in depth; the wa-' 
tel' appeared to abound in fish, and was c0vercd with 
fowl, such as swans, geese, and several kinds of 
ducks, particularly black ducks, that were very nu
merous, but we could not get within gun-shot of 
them. 

The current, though not very strong, set us south
west by we8t, and we followed this course fOUl'teen 
miles, till w~ pas~ed the, point of the long island, 
wl?ere, the Slave Lake discharges itself, and is ten. 
mlles 111 breadth. There is not more than from ire. 
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1:0 two fathom water, so that when the lake is low, it 
may be presumed the greatest part of this channel 
must be dry. The river now turns to the westward, 
becoming g-raduaUy narrower, for twenty-four miles, 
till it is not more than half a mile wide; the current, 
however, is then much stronger, and the soundings 
were three fathoms and" an half. The land on the 
north shore from the lake is low, and covered with 
trees; that to the south is much higher, and has also 
an abundance of wood. The current is very strong, 
and the banks are of an equal height on both sides, 
consisting of a yellow clay, mixed with small stones; 
they are covered with large (lUantities of burned 
wood, lying on the ground, and young poplar trees, 
that have sprung up since the fire that destroyed the 
larger wood. It is a very curious and extraordinary 
circumstance, that land covered with spruce-pine, and 
white birch, when laid waste by fire, should subse
quently produce nothing but poplars, where none of 
that species of tree were prevIOusly to be found. 

A stiff breeze from the eastward drove us on at a 
gre~t rate under sail, in the same course; though ob. 
liged to wind among islands. We kept the north 
channel for about ten miles, whose current is much 
stronger than that of the south; so that the latter is 
consequently the better road to come up. "Here the 
river widened, and the wind dying away, we had re
course to our paddles. We kept OUI' course to the 
north-west, on the north side of ~he hver, which is 
here much wider, and assumes the form of a small 
lake; we could not, however, discovel' an opening ill 
any direction, so that we were at a loss what course to 
take, as our Red-Knife Indian had never explored 
beyond our present situation. He at thi same time 
informed us that a river falls in from ti}f north, which 
takes its rise in the Horn Mountain,Now in si!;ht, 
which is the COlllltl'y of the Beaver Indians; and that 
he and his relations frequently meet on that river. 
He also added, that there are very extensive plains 011 

both sides of it, which abound in buffaloes and 
moo~e·deer. 
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By keeping thi5 course, we g;ot into .shallows, so that 
\ ... e were forced to steer to the left, tIll we rec.overed 
deep water, which we followed, till the channel of 
the river opened on us to the southward; we now 
made for the shore, and encam.ped soon after sun-set. 
Our course oug'ht to have been w-:st fifteen miles, 
since we took to the paddle, the Horn Mountains 
bem'il1o- from us north-west, and running north-north
east, a~1d south-south-west. Our soundings, which 
wel'e frequent during the course of the day, were fl'om 
three to six fathoms water. The hunters killed two 
geese and a swan: it appeared indeed, that great 
numbers 0f fowls l)l'eed in the islands which we had 
passed. 

Tuesday 30. At four this morning we got under 
way, the weather being fine and caim. Our course 
was south-west by south thil,ty-six miles. Ou the
south side of the river is a ridge of low mountains, 
running east and west by compas~. The Indians 
picked up a y. hite goose, which appeared to have 
been lately shot with an arrow, and was quite fresh. 
\Ve proceeded south-west by south six miles, and then 
came to a bay on om' left, which is full of small 
islands, and appeared to be the entrance of a river' 
from the south. Here the ridge of mountains tenni· 
nates. This course was fifteen miles. 

At six in the afternoon, thel'e was an appearance' 
of bad weather; we landed, therefore, for the night; 
but before we could pitch our tent5, a violent tempest 
came on, "itl~ thunder, lig'htning, and rain, which, 
however, soon ceased, but not befol'e we had £ufi'ered 
tl:e inconveni~nce of being drenched by it. The In
ilIa?s \\el'~ lery much [ati;~ut;(l, hal'in>; been employ
ed ~n rllnnll1g after wild fowl, which had lately cast 
their feathers; they, howeler, ca'1ght five swans, and 
the same number of geese. I sounded several times 
in the course of the day, and found from four to sil' 
bthom:; watero 
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CHAPTER III. 

'f:ontinue our course, The river narrows. Lost the lead. Passed 3 :canan riv£tJ'. 

Ii }~(~~~vto o~r~~~t~:ai~~ l"al!~~~s. se~gr~i Violent rain. Land on a ~n1<l1l island. 
cent two bag~ uf pemican in .m island. 
~ncampments ot the natlves. Arrive amung the Hll~nds. Ascend;-tll hill. 
Viulence of the current. lee seen along the lJ.lnks of the nver. Land at a 
"'iIlage (I~' the natives. Their conduct alld appea.ra nr'e. Their fabulous stOI ies. 
The En~li:'h Chief and Indians dlsrontenh:d. Obtain a new guide. Smgu. 
lal' customs of the natives. An account of their dances. Description ~\f 
their persons, dress, ornament:>, bUI!din~s, alms for war and hunting', canoe" 
:"':J. Passed on among islands. Encamped beneath an lull, and prevented 
from J'>cencilng by the mU::iqulloes. Landed at an encampment. Conduct of 
the inhabItants. They abound in fab 1llous accounts of ,dangers. Land at 
other enc.llnpments. Procme plenty of h.lIes and partrldges. OUT guide 
an'dous to return. Land and alarm the natives, called the Hare Indians, &c. 
Exchange our guide. !)tate of the we:llher. 

juf,Y,1789'}A I If r . h . 1I,.flllS. 1. T 1a past lour III t e mornmg we con-
tinued Ollr voyage, and in a short time fmmel the ri
Ter narrowed to about half a mile. Our course was 
westerly among' islands, with a strong Cllrrent. 
Though the land is high on botll sides, the banks are 
not perpendicular. This course was twenty-one 
miles; and on sounding we found nine fathoms wa
ter. We then p:oceeded west-north-west nine miles, 
and passed a river upon the south-east-side; we 
sounded, and founel twelve fathoms; and then we 
went north-west by west three miles. Here I lost 
my lead, which had fastened at the bottom, with part 
of the line, the current running so strong that ,"c 
could not clear, it with eight paddles, and the strength 
of the line, which was equal to four paddles. Conti
nued north by west five miles, and saw an high moun
tain, bearing south from us; we then proceeded 
north-west by north four miles. vVe now passed a 
small riveron the north side, then doubled a poin! to 
west-south-west. At one o'clock there came on light
ning and thunder, with wind and rain, which ceased 
in about half an hour, and left us almost deluged with 
wet as we did not land. There were great quantities 
of ice along the banks of the river. 

We landed upon a small island, where there we,re 
the poles of foul' lodges standing, which we conclu~
ed to have· btlonged to the Knisteneaux, on theu' 
war excul',ions, six or seven years ago. This course 
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was £fteen miles west, to where the river of the 
Mountain falls in from the southward. It appears 
to be a very large river, whose mouth is half a mile 
broad. About six miles further a small river flows 
in the same direction; and our whole course was 
twenty-four miles. "Ve landed opposite to an island, 
tae mountains to the southward being in sight. As 
Qur canoe was deeply laden, and beil1g also in daily 
expectation of coming to the rapids or fall, which 
we had been taught to consider with apprehension, 
we concealed two bags of pemican in the opposite 
,island, in the hope that they would be offuture service 
to us. The Indians were of a different opinion, as they 
.entertained no expectation of returning that season, 
when the hidden provisions would be spoiled. Near 
us were two Indian encampments of the last year. 
By the manner in which these people cut their wood, 
it appears that they have no iron tools. The cur· 
rent was very strong during the whole of this day's 
voyage; and in the article of provisions two swans 
were all that the hunters were able to procure. 

Thursday 2. The morning was very foggy ; but 
at half past five we embarked; it cleared up, howe
ver, at seven, when we discovered that the water, fmm 
being very limpid and deax:, was become dark and 
muddy. This alteration must have proceeded from 
the influx of some river to the southward, but where 
these streams first blended theil' waters the fog had 
prevented us from observing. At nine we perceived 
a very high mountain a-head, which appeared, on our 
nearer approach, to be rather a cluster of mountains, 
stretching as far as our view could reach to the south
ward, and who!>e tops wei e lost in the clouds. At 
noon there was lightning, thundel', and rain, and at 
on.e, we came abreast of the mountains: their sum
m,lt~ !ppeared to be barren and rocky, but their de
CilVlties ,;ere cov~red w~th wood: they appeared al~o 
to be sprmkled with white stones, which glistened lD 

the sun, and were called by the Indians manetoe aBe
niah, or spirit stones. I suspected that they were Talc, 
though they possessed a more brilliant whiteness: on 
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4Dur return, however, these appearances were dis501v
cd, as they were nothing more than patches Qf snow. 

Our CQurse had been \vest-sQuth-west thirty mile:;, 
and we proceeded with great cautiQn, as we cQntinu
ally expected to. apprQach SQme great rapid 0.1' fall. 
This was such a prevalent idea, that all Qf us were 
(,lccasiQnally persfladed that we heard those sQunds 
which betQkened a fall Qf water. Our course chang
ed to. west by nQrth, alQng the mountains, twelve 
miles, nQrth by we5t twentY-Qne miles, and at eight 
o'clock in the evening we went Qn shore fQr the night 
on the nQrth side of the river. We saw several en
campments of the natives, some of which had been 
erected in the present spring, and Qthers at some for
mer periQd. The hunterli Qnly killed Qne swan and a 
beaver; the latter was the first Qf its kind which we 
had seen in this river. The Indians cQmplained Of the 
perseverance with which we pushed fQrward, and that 
they were nQt accustQmed to such severe fatigue as it 
occasiQned. 

Friday 3. The rain was continual thrQugh the 
night, and did not subside till seven this morning, 
when we embarked and steel'ed north-nQrth-west for 
twelve miles, the river being inclQsed by high mQun
tains on either side. We had a strQng head-wind, and 
tbe rain was so. viQlent as to. cQmpel us to. land at ten 
o'clQck. AccQrding to. my reckQning, since my l!ist 
observatiQn, we had run two. hundred and seventeen 
miles west, and fQrty-fQur miles nQrth. At a quarter 
past two. the rain subsided, and we gQt again under 
way, QUI' fQrmer CQurse cQntilming fQr five mi1e~. 
Here a river fell ill frQm the nQrth, and in a shQrt 
time the current became strQng and rapid, running 
with great rapidity amQng rQcky islands, which were 
the first that we had :;een in this river, and indicated 
Ollr near approach to. rapids and falls. Our present 
CQurse was north-west by nQl'th ten miles, nQrth-west 
three miles. vVest-nQrth-west twelve miles, and 
nQrth-west three miles, when we el1camped at eight 
in the evening, at tl- '-' fQQt Qf an high hill, 011 the north 
shQre, which in some parts rose perpendicular front 

M 
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the river. I immediately ascended it, accompanied 
by two men and some Indians, and in about an hour 
and an half, with very hard walking, we gained the 
summit, when I was very much surprised to find it 
crowned by an encampment. The Indians informed 
me, that it is the custom of the people who have no 
arms to choose these elevated spots for the places of 
their residence, as they can render them inaccessible 
to their enemies,particularly the Knisteneaux, o~ 
whom they are in continual dread •. The prospect.ftQJl1 ' 
t11is height was not so extensive as we expectelil, as it 
was terminated by a circular range of hills, of the 
same elevation a~ that on which l,ve stood. The inter
vals between the hills were covered with small lakes, 
which were inhabited by great numbels of swans. 
''Ve saw no trees but the pine and the bil'ch, which 
were small in size and few in number. 

We were obliged to shorten our stay here from the 
swarms of musquitoes which attacked us on all sides, 
and were indeed, the only inhabitants of the place, 
"Ve saw several encampments of the natives in.the 
course of the day, but none of them were of this year's 
establishment. Since fOllr in the afternoon the cur, 
rent had been so strong that it was at length, in an ac
tual ebullition, and produced an hissing noise like aket
tie of water in a moderate state of boiling. The wea· 
ther was now become extremely cold, which was the 
~ore sensibly fel~, as it had been very sultry 'some 
tIme before and smce we had been in the river. 

Saturday~. At five in the morning the wind and 
weather havmg undergone no alteration from yester
day, we proceeded north-west by west twenty-two 
m~les, north-west six miles, north-west by north four 
mIles, and we:;t-north-west five miles: we then passed 
the mouth of a small river from. the north and after 
doubling a point, south-west one mile pas~ed the in
flux of another river from the south. 'VV; then continued 
Qur COUl'se north-north-west, with a mountain a-head, 
fifteel~ miles, when the opening of two rivers appeared 
np,Poslte to each other: ,we then. proceeded west four 
unles, and north.west thirteen miles. At eig-ILt in the 
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~vening we encamped on an island. The current was as 
strong through the whole of this day as it had been 
the preceding afternoon; nevertheless, a quantity of 
ice appeared along the banks of the river. The hun
ters killed a beaver and a goose, the former of which 
sunk before they could get to him: beavers, otters, 
bears, &c. if shot dead at once, remain like a bladder, 
but if there remains enough of life for them to strug
gle, they soon fill with water, and go to the bot
tom. 

Sunday 5. The sun set last night at fifty-three 
minutes past nine, by my watch, and rose at seven 
minutes before two this morning: we embarked soon 
after, steering north-north-west through islands for 
five miles, and west four miles. The river then in
creased in breadth, and the current began to slacken 
in a small degree; after the continuation of our course 
we perceived a ridge of high mountains before us, co
vered with snow, west-south-west ten miles, and at 
three-quart(lrs past seven o'clock, we saw several 
smokes on the north shore, which we made every ex
ertion to approach. As we drew nearer, we disco
v<.:red the natives running about in great apparent 
confusion; some were making to,the woods and others 
hurrying to their canoes. Our hunters landed before 
us and addressed the few that had not escaped, in the 
Chepewyan language, which, so :'great was their COll

fusion and terrOl', they did not appear to understand. 
Eut when they perceived that it was impossible to 
avoid us, as we were all landed, they made us signs to 
keep at a distance, with which we complied, and not 
only unloaded our canoe, but pitched our tents, befol'e 
we made any attempt to approach them. During this 
interval, the English chief and his young men were 
employed in reconciling them to our arrival: and 
when they had recovel'ed from their alarm, of hostile 
intention, it appeared that some of them perfectly 
comprehended the language of our Indians; s? that 
they wel'e at length persuaded, though not wlthout 
evideat sig-ns of reluctance and apprehen~ion, to come 
to us. '1 jl'~il.' reception, however, soon dissipated 
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their fears, and they hastened to call their fugitive 
companions from their hiding places. 

There were five families, consisting of twenty·ijve 
ill' thirty persons, and of two different trites, the Slave 
and Dog-rib Indians. \Ve made them smoke, though 
it was evident they did not know the use of tobacco; 
we likewise supplied them with grog; but I am dis
posed to think, that they accepted our civilities rather 
from fear then inclination. \Ve acquired a more ef
fectual influence over them by the distribution of 
kn:ves, beads, awls, rings, gartering, nre-steels, flints, 
and hatchets; so that they became mOle familiar even 
than we expected, for we could not keep them out of 
our tents: though I did not observe that they attempt
ed to purloin any thing. 

The infol'luation which they gave respecting the 
river, had so much of the fabulous, that I .shall not 
detail it: it Will be sufficient just to mention their 
<lttempts to persuade us, that it would require seve· 
ral wintel·s to get to the sea, and that old age would 
come upon us before the period of our return: Wi 

were aho to encounter monsters of such horrid shapes 
;m<1 destructi ve powers as could only exist in their wild 
imaginations. They added, besides, that there were 
two impassable falls in the river, the first of which 
,vas about thirty days march from liS. 

Though I placed no faith in these strange relations, 
they had a different effect upon our Indians, who 
were already tired of the voyage. It was their opi
nion and alniou5 wish, that we should not hesitate 
to rdurn. They said that, according to the informa· 
tion which they had received, there ·were very few 
animals in the country beyond us, and that as we pro. 
ceeded, the scarcity would increase, and we should 
absolutely perish fmm hunger, if no accident hefel 
11:'. It was with no smull trouble that they were COI1-

vlI1<:ed of th~ folly of thes~ reasonings; and, by my 
deSire, t,hey ll1(~uced .one ot those Indians Lo accompa. 
ny. us, In consldel'atJOn o[ a small kettle, an axe, ~ 
kmfe, and some other articles. 

Thouj,;'h it was now three o'clock in the ;fternoQu 
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the canoe was ordered to be re-loaded, and as we 
wel'e ready to embark, our new recruit was desired 
to prepal'e himself for his departure, which he would 
have declined; but as none of his friend5 would take his 
place, we maybe said, after the delay of an hour to have 
compelled him to embark. Previous to his departure 
a ceremony took place, of which I could not learn 
the meaning: he cut off a lock of his hair, and hav
ing divided it into three parts, he fastened one of 
th~m to the hair on the upper part of his wife's head, 
blowing on it three times with the utmost violence in 
his power, and uttering certain words. The other 
two he fastened with the same formalities, 011 the 
heads of his two children. 

During our short stay with these people, they a
mused us with dancing, which they accompanied 
with their voices; but neither their song or their 
dance possessed much variety. The men and women 
formed a promiscuous ring. The former have a bone
dagger or piece of stick between the fingers of the 
right-hand, which they keep extended a1;>ove the head, 
in continual motion: the left they seldom raise so 
high, but work it backwards and forward'S'in an ho
rizontal direction ; while they leap about and throw 
themselveli into various antic postures, to the mea
sure of their music, always bringing their heels close 
to each other at every pause. The men occasionally 
hO';II, in imitation of some animal, and he who COIl
tinues this violent exercise for the longest period, ap
pears to be considered as the best performer. The 
women sutTer their arms to hang as without the pow
er of motion. They are a meagre, ugly, ill-made 
people, particularly about the legs, which are very 
clumsy and covered with scabs. The latter circum
stance proceeds, probably, from their habitually roast
ing them before the fire. Many of them appeared to 
be in a very unhealthy state, which is owing, as I 
imagine, to their natural filthiness. They are of a 
moderate statul'e, and as fal' as could be discovered, 
through the coat of dirt and grease that covers them, 

M2 
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are of a fairer complexion than the generality of In. 
dians who are the natives of warmer climates. 

Some of them have their hair at a great length; 
while others suffer a long tress to fall behind, and the 
rest is cut so short as to expose their ears, but no 
other attention whatever is paid to it. The beards of 
some of the old men were long, and the rest of them 
pulled out by the roots, so that an hair could not be 
seen on their chins. The men have two double lines, 
either black or blue, tattooed upon each cheek, from 
the ear to the nose. The gristle of the latter is per
forated so as to admit a goose-quill or a small piece 
of wood to be passed through the orifice. Their 
clothing is made of the dressed skins of the rein or 
moose·deer, though more commonly of the former, 
These they prepare in the hair for winter, and make 
shirts of both, which reach to the middle of their 
thighs. Some of them are decorated with an embroi
dery of very neat workmanship with porcupine quills 
and the hair of the moose, coloured red, black, yel
low, and white. Their upper garments are suffici
ently large to cover the whole body, with a fringe 
round the bottom, and are used both sleeping and a
wake. Their leggins come half way up the thigh, 
and are sewed to their shoes : they are embroidered 
l'ound the anele, and upon every seam. The dress of 
the women is the same as that of the men. The for
mer have no covering on their private parts, except a 
tassel of leather which dangles from a small cord, as 
it appears, to keep off the flies, which would other
,vise be very troublt:some. vVhether circumcision 
be practised among them, I cannot pretend to say, 
but the appearance of it was genel'al among those 
whom I saw. 

Their ornaments consist of gorgets bracelets for 
the arms and wrists, made of wood, horn or bone, 
belts, garters, _ and a. kind of band to go ;'ound the 
head, composeCl of stnps of leather of one inch and 
an half iJroad, ~mbroidcred with porcupine quills, and 
stuck round ":lth the claws of bears or wild fowl in. 
verted, to whIch are suspended a few shol,t lhon~1 
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of the ~kin of an animal that resembles the ermine, 
in the form of a tassel. Their cinctures and garters 
are formed of. porcupine quills woven with sinews, in 
a style of peculiar skill and neatness: they have 
others of different materials, and more ordinary work
manship; and to both they attach a long fringe of 
strings of le~ther, wo~~ked round with hail' of various 
colours. Thilil' mitten$ are also suspended from the 
neck in a position conhnient for the reception of the 
hands. 

Then' lodges are of a very simple structure: a few 
poles supported by a fork, and forming a semicircle 
at the bottom, with some branches or a piece of bark 
as a covering, constitutes the whole of their l1ative 
architecture. They build two of these huts facing 
each other, and make the fire between them. The 
fUl'lliture harmonises with the buildings: they have 
a few dishes of wo"d, bark, or horn; the vessels in 
which they cook their victuals, are in the shape of a 
gourd, narrow at the top and wide at the bollom, 
and of watape"', fabricated in such a manner as to 
hold water, which is made to boil by putting a suc
cession of red-hot stones into it. These vessels con
tain from two to six gallons. They have a number 
of small leather b:J.gs to hold their embroidered work, 
lines, and nets. They always keep a large quantity 
of the fibres of willow bark, which they work into 
thread on their thighs. Their nets are from three 
to forty fathoms in length, and fmm thirteen to thir
ty-six meshes in depth. The short, deep ones they 
set in the eddy current of rivers, and the long ones 
in the lakes. They likewise make lines of the sinews 
of the rein deer, and manufacture their hooks from 
wood, horn, or bone. Theil' arms and weapons for 
hunting, arc bows and arrows, spears, daggers, and 
pogamagans, or clubs. The bows are about five or 
six feet in length, and the strings are of sinews or raw 
skins. The al'rows are two feet and an half long, in-

* Watape is the Dame given to the ctivid\!d rool$ of the spruce.fir, which .th~ nl
tivc:~ weave intI) a dcgrC'1! of cOI11,pactuf>;)s thJ.t renders it capalJle of COIIIJ1.l1l11g a 
flud. 'J1" different pam of the 1J4rk c.nuei ale .1>0 iewed lugelllcc w,lb w.s 
Ir..Dd IIf Ul.mCUI, 
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eluding the barb, "hich IS v,lriously .formed. of bone, 
horn, flint, iren, 0\' copper, and are wlllged with three 
feathers. The pole of the spearb is about six feet in 
lenrrth, and pointed with a barbed bone often inches. 
With this weapon they striLe the rein-deer in the wa· 
tel'. The daggers are fiat and sharp-pointed, about 
twelve inches long, and made of hol'll or bone. The 
pogamagan is made of the horn of the rein-deer, the 
branches being all cut off, except that which forms 
the extt·emity. This instrument is about two feet in 
length, and is employed to dispatch their enemies in 
battle, and such animals as they catch in snal'es placed 
for that purpose. These are about three fathom long, 
and are made of the green skin of the rein or moose· 
deer, but in such small strips, that it recjuires from ten 
to thirty strands to make this cord, which is not thicker 
than a cod-line; and strong enough to resist any ani. 
mal lhat can be entangled i:) it. :~nares or nooses arc 
also made of sinews to take lesser animals, such as 
hares and white--partridges, which are very numerous. 
Their axes are manufactured of a piece of brown or 
grey stone from six to eight inches long, and two in
ches thick. The inside is fiat,' and thOe outside round 
and tapering to an edge, an inch wide. They are 
fastened by the middle with the flat side inwards to an 
handle two feet long, with a cord of green skin. This 
is the tool witli which they split their wood, and v:e 
believe, the only one of its kind among them. They 
kindle fire, by stl'iking together a piece of white or 
yellow pyrites and a flint stone, over a piece of touch. 
wood. They are universally provided with a small 
bag containing these materials, so that they are in a 
continual slate of preparation to produce fire. From 
t~e adjoining tr!bes, the Red-Kniv~s and Chepewyans, 
tHey procure, 111 barter for 111urt111 skins and a few 
beaver,. small p~e~es of iron, of which they manufac. 
ture kmves, by fixmgthem at the end of a short stick 
un~ with then\ and the beaver.'s teeth, they tlnish ali 
the~r work. 1 hey keep them III a sheath hanging to 
theIr neck, which also contains their a,\ Is both of iron 
and horn. 
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Theil' canoes are small, pointed at both ends, flat
bottomed and covered in the fore part. They are 
made of the bark of the birch-tree and fir-wood, but 
of so slight a construction, that the man whom one of 
these Jjght vessels bears on the water, can, ia return, 
carry it over land without any difficulty. It is very 
seldom that more than one person embarks in them, 
nor are they capable of receiving more than two. 
The paddles are six feet long, one half of which is 
occupied by a blade, of about eight inches wide. 
These people infol'lned us, that we had passed large 
bodies of In !ians who inhabit the mountains on the 
east 5ide of the river. 

At fOUl' o'dock in the afternoon we embarked, and 
our Indian Ol.cquaintance promised to remain on the 
bank of the river till the fall, in case we should return. 
Our course wa£ west-south-west, and we soon passed 
the Great ileal' Lake RiYer, which is of a considerable 
depth, and an hundred yards wide: Its water is clear, 
and ha,; the gre~nish hue of the sea. We had not 
proceeded more than six r.Jilcs when we were obliged 
to land for the night, in consequence of an heavy 6'llSt 
of wind, accompanied with rain. We encamped b~
neath a rocky hill, on the top of which, according to 
the information of our guide, itblew a storm every 
day thl'oughout the year. He found himself very 
uncomfOrLtble in his new sit1lation, and pr<::tendeci 
that he was v<::l'J ill, in o rd<:: l' that he might be per
mitted to return to his relations. To prevent his es
cape, it became necessary to keep a strict watch oyer 
him during the night. 

l\:Ionday, 6, At three o'clock, in a very raw and 
cloudy morning, we embarked, and :;teered west-south
west fOllr miles, west four miles, west-north-west five 
miles, west eight miles, west by south sixteen miles. 
",<::st twenty-,<::"'cn miles, south-west nine miles, then 
west si;{ miks, and encamped at half past seven. 
We passed through numerous islands, and had the 
ric\ge of snow) mountains always in sight. Our con
ductol' informed us that gl'eat numbers of bears, ?-nd 
small white buffaloes, fl'eclucnt those mountains, 
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which are also inhabited by Indians. \Ve encamp
ed in a si milar situation to that of the preceding eyen· 
iog beneath another high, rocky hill, which I qttempt. 
ed to ascend, in company with one of the hunters, 
but before we had got half way to the summit, we 
were almost suffocated by clouds of musquitoes, and 
were obliged to return. I observed, however, that the 
mountains terminated here, and that a river flowed 
from the westward: I also discovered a strong rip. 
ling cUl'rent, or rapid, which ran close under a steep 
precipice 1)[ the hill. 

Tuesday 7. We embarked at four in the morn· 
ing, and crossed to the opposite side of the river, in 
consc'luence of the rapid; but we might have spared 
ourselves this trouble, as there would have been no 
danger in continuing our course, without any circuit. 
ous deviation whatever. This circumstance con· 
vinced llS of the erroneous account given by the na· 
tives of the great and approaching dangers of our na· 
,ig;r.tion, as tllis rapid was stated to be one of them. 
Our conrse was now north-north-west three miles, 
west· north-west four miles, north-west ten miles, 
nOl'th two miles, when we came to a river that flowed 
from the eastward. Here we landed at an encamp
ment of four fires, all the inhabitants of which ran 
off with the utmost speed, except an old man and an 
o:L! woman. Om guide called aloud to the fugitives, 
and entreated them to stay, but without effect: the 
old man, however, did not hesitate to approach us, 
and represented himself as too far advanced in life, 
and too indifferent about the short time he had to reo 
main in the world, to be very anxious about escaping 
from any danger thilt ti,reatened him; at the same 
time he pull.::c\ his grey:, ,i,'s from his head by hancl
fLllls to di,'_. ,l).llc am!.Jri;~ us, and implored our favor 
for himself ,mel his rdati01<;. Our guide, however, 
at length l'l'l1loved Jll,. its I 5, and persuaded him to 
recal the fugitives, who consisted of eighteen peo
pIe; whom I reconciJc:u '.0 me on theii- return with 
presents of beeds, kni\'es, awls, &c. with which they 
Ilppcm'cd to be ~reatly delighted. They differed 
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in no respect from those whom we had already seen; 
nor were they deficient in hospitable att~ntions ; they 
provided us with fish, which was very well boiled, 
and cheerfully accepted Ly us. Our guide still sick
ened after his home, and was so anxious to return 
thither, that we were under the necessity of forcing 
him to embark. 

These people informed us that we were close to 
another great rapid, and that there were several 
lodges of their relations in its vicinity. Four canoes, 
with a man in each, followed us, to point out to us the 
particular channels we should follow for the secure 
passage of the rapid. They abo abounded in dis
couraging stories concerning the dangers and difficul
ties which we were to encounter. 

From hence our course was north-north·east two 
miles, when the river appeared to be inclosed, as it 
were, with lofty, perpendicular, white rocks, which 
did not afford us a very agreeable prospect. VI e 
now went on shore in order to examine the rapid, but 
did not perceive any signs of it, though the Indians 
still continued to magnify its dangers; however, as 
they ventured down it, in their small canoes, our ap
prehensions were, consequently, removed, and we 
followed them at some distance, but did not find any 
jncl'ease in the rapidity of the current; at length the 
Indians informed us that we should find no other ra
pid but that which was now bearing us along. The 
river at this place is not above three hundred yards 
in breadth, but on sounding I found fifty fathoms wa
ter. At the two rivulets that offer their tributary 
streams from either side, we found six families, con
sisting of about thirty-five persons, who gave us an 
ample quantity of excellent fish, which, were, how
ever, confined to white fish, the poisson inconnu, and 
another of a round form and greenish color, which was 
about fourteen inches in lenglh. \Ve gratified them 
with a f~w presents, and continued our voyage. The 
men, however, followed us in fifteen canoes. 

This na~'row channel is three miles long, and its 
-course north-nolth-east. We then steered north three 
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miles, and landed at an encampment of three ormore 
famiIies, containing twenty-two persons, which was situ., 
ated on the bank of a rivet', of a considerable appearance, 
which came from the eastward. \Ve obtained hares 
and partridges from these people, and presented in 
return such articles as greatly delighted them. They 
Yet'Y much regretted that they had no goods or mer· 
chandizes to exchange with us, as they had left them at 
a lake, from whence the river issued, and in whose 
vicinity some of their people were employed in sett
ing snares for rein-deer. They engaged to go ffor 
their articles of trade, and would wait our return, 
"hich we assured them would be within two months. 
There was a youth among them in the capacity of a 
slave, whom our Indians understood much better than 
any of the natives of this country, whom they had 
yet seen: he was' invi ted to accompany us, but took 
the first opportunity to conceal himself, and we saw 
him no more. 

\Ve now steered west five miles, when we again 
landed, and found two famiies, containing seven peo
ple, but had reason to believe that there were others 
hidden in the woods. 'Ve received from them two 
dozen of hares, and they were about to boil two 
more, which they also gave us. 'V e were not un
grateful for their kindness, and left them. Our course 
was now north-west four miles, and at nine we land
ed and pitched our tents, when oIfe of our people 
killed a grey crane. Our conductor renewed his 
comt)laints, not, as he assured U5, from any apprehen
sion of OUl' ill-treatment, but the Esquimaux, whom 
he represented as a very wicked and malignant peo
ple, who would put us all to death. He added, also, 
that it was but t\~O ~ummers s~nce a large party of 
them came up thIS nver, and ktlled many of his re
lations. Two Indians followed us from the last lodges. 

TVednesday 8. At hRlfpast two in the morning we 
embarked, and steered a westerly course, and soon 
after put ashore at two lodges of nine Indians. \Ve 
made them a few trifling presents, but without dis
embat'king, and had proceeded but a small distance 
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from thence, when we observed several smokes be
neath an hill, on the north shore, and on our approach 
we perceived the natives climbing the ascent to gain 
the woods, The Indians, however, in the two small 
canoes which were a-head of us, having assured them 
of our friendly intentions, they returned to their fires, 
and we disembarked. Several of them were clad in 
hare-skins, but in every other circumstance they re
sembled those whom we had already seen. We 
were, however, informed that they were of a dif
fel'ent tribe, called the Hare Indians, as hares and 
fish are their principal support, from the scarcity of 
rein-deer and beaver, which are the only animals of 
the larger kind that frequent this part of the country. 
They were twenty-five in number, and among them 
was a woman, afflicted with an abcess in the belly, and 
reduced, in com.equence, to a mere skeleton: at the 
same time, several old women were singing and 
howling around her; but whether these noises were 
to operate as a charm for her cure, or merely to 
amuse and console her, I do not pretend to deter
mine. A small quantity of our usual presents were 
received by them with the greatest satisfaction. 

Here we made an exchange of our guide, who had 
become so troublesome, that we were obliged to watch 
him night and,day, except when he was upon the wa
ter, The man, however, who had agreed to go in his 
place, soon repented of his engagement, and endea
vored to persuade us that some of his relations fur
ther down the river, would readily accompany us, and 
wel'e much better acquainted with the river than him
self. But, as he had informed us ten minutes before 
that we should see no more of his tribe, we paid very 
little attention to his remonstrances, and compelled 
him to embark.' 

In about three hours a man overtook us in a small 
canoe, and we suspected that his object was to facili
tate, in some way or other, the escape of our con
ductor. About twelve we also observed an Indiall 
walking along the north-east shore, when t.he small 
canoes paddled towards him. ,\Ve accordmgly fol-

N 
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lowed, and found three men, three women, and hf. 
children, who had been on an hunting expedition. 
They had some flesh of the rein-deer, Wl>!iC~l they of
fered to us, but it was so rotten, as well as offensive to 
the smell, that we excused oUl'selves f!'Om accepting it. 
They had also their wonderful stories of dang'er and 
terror, as well as their countrymen, whom we had al
ready seen; and we were now informed, that behind 
the opposite island there was a Manitoe or spirit, in 
the ri'rer, which swallowed every person that approach
ed it. As it would hal'e employed half a day to have 
indulged OUl' curiosity in proceeding to examine 
this pha:nomenon, we did not deviate from our 
course, but left these people with the usual presents, 
and proceeded on our voyage. Our course and dis
tance this day were west twenty-eight miles, west
north-west twenty-three miles., west-soulh-west six 
miles, west by north fivt: miles, south-west four miies, 
and encamped at eight o'clock. A fog prevailed the 
greater part of the day, with frequt:nt sh.owers of 
small rain. 

*" 
CHAPTER IV. 

The new g\lide makes his .,cape. Compet another to supply hi, place. Land at 
an encampment, ?f anoth~r tnbe ot Indians .. Account of thf'!~ maull~~, dless. 
weapon~, &c. I caffie with them. De:,cnptlOl1 of a beautltul f~h. Engage 
another guide. HIS curious behavior. Kill J fox and ground-hog. Land at all 
encarnpm~nt of ,3 tribe ,called the Ouguthce Dinees,. or QUJ.1 rellers. Saw flax 
growmg Wild •. 1he valymgcharacter of the river and J.ts bJ.nb. DlstaFit mGun
tams. PerpleXity from the numerous channtb of the rI\'er. lJt-L~lullned Lo pro
ceed. Lanil wh~re there h?-d been an enc3mpmt!nt of 1h.:" bqu"j~.l.ux.. SJ.W 
large flocks of wild fowl. YICW the sun at nwjl11ght. De:il rll' lion of a place 
lately deserted by the Indla";s. 11ollst:!s of tl~e natives cie,nIlJ..::d. Fre,\utl!t 
showers. Saw a black fox. lhe dbconlcnts ot ou~·huntcnl rt:llewed, and pacl-
11ed. Face of the .country. Land at'1 ~P()t lardy Inhal.wed. Pe<:nil.1f clleum
stances of it. Arnve at the entrance of the Jake. rrocet:d Lo an l~l.lUd. ::'0111C 
account of it. 

yuly, 1789. 1T d' '1 d d' h ThNrsday 9.j HUNDER an r::un preval e urmg t e 
night, and in the course of it, our g'llide deserted; 
·we theref?re cO.mpe.lled another of these people, very 
much a;;amst Ius WIll, to supply the place of his fu
giti ve countryman. \Ve also took aw.ay tl:e paddles 
of one of lhem, who remained behind, that l:c might 



North-West Continent of America. 147 

not follow us on any scheme of promoting the escape 
of his companion, who was not easily pacified. At 
length, however, we succeeded in the act of concili
ation, and half past three quitted our station. In a 
ShOl't time we saw a smoke on the east shore, and di
rected our course towards it. Our new guide began 
immediately to caB to the people that belonged to it 
in a particular manner, which we did not compre
hend. He informed us that they were not of his 
tribe, but were a very wicked, malignant people, who 

uwould beat us cruelly, pull our hair with great vio
lence from our heads, and mal-treat us in various other 
ways. 

The men waited our arrival, but the women and 
children took to the woods. There were but four or 
these people, and previous to our landing, they all 
harangued us at the same moment, and apparently 
with violent anger and resentment. Our hunters did 
not understand them, but no sooner had our guide ad,.. 
dres3cd them, than they were appeased. I presented 
them with beads, awls, &c. and when the women and 
children returned from the woods, they were gratified 
with similal' articles. There were fifteen of them; 
am! of a R10re pleasing appearance than any which 
we had hitherto seen, as they were healthy, full 
of flesh, and clean in their persons. Their language 
was somewhat different, but I bcJieve chiefly in the 
accent, for they and ollr guide conversed intelligibly 
with each other; and the English chief clearly com
prehended one of them, though he was not himself 
understood. 

Their arms and utensils diffel' but little from those 
which have been described in a former chapter. Th~ 
only iron they have isin small pieces, which serve them 
for knives. They obtain this metal from the Esqui
maux Indians. Their arrows are made of very 
light wood, and are winged with two feathers: their 
bows differed from any which we had seen, and we 
understood that they were furnished by the Esqui
maux, who are their -neighbors: they consist of two 
pieces, wq.h a very strong cord Gf sinews along th~ 
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back, which is tied in several places, to preserve its 
shape: when this corel becomes wet, it requires a 
strong bow-string, and a powerful arm to draw it. 
The vessel in which they prepared their food, is made 
vf a thin frame of wood, and of an oblong shape; ,the 
bottom is fixed in a groove, in the same manner as a 
cask. Their shirts are not cut square 4t the bottom, 
bu t taper to a point, from the belt downwards as low 
as the knee, both before and behind, with a border, 
embellished with a short fringe. They use also ano
ther fringe, similar to that which has been already 
described, with the addition of the stone of a grey fari
naceous berry, of the size and shape of a large barley
corn; it is <t of brown color, and fluted, and being bored, 
is run on each string of the fringe; with this they 
decorate their shirts, by sewing it in a semicircle on 
.he breast and back, and crossing over both shoul
ders; the sleeves are wide and short, but the mittens 
supply their deficiency, as they al'e long enough to 
reach over a part of the sleeve, and are commodiously 
suspended by a cord from the neck. If their leggins 
were made ,vith waistbands, they might, with great 
propriety, be denominated trowsers: they fasten 
them with a cord round the middle, so that they ap
peal' to have a sense of decency which their neigh
bours cannot boast. Their shoes are sewed to their 
leggins, and decorated on every seam. One of the 
men was clad in a shirt made of the skins of the musk
)'at. The dress of the women is the same as that of 
the men, except in their shirts, which are longer, 
·~\nd without the finishing of a fringe on their breasts. 
Their peculial' mode of tying the hair is as follows :
that which grows on the temples, or the fore part of 
the skull, is formed into two queues, hanging down 
before the ears; that of the scalp or crown is fashi. 
ioned in the same manner to the bad~ of the neck, 
and is then tied with the rest of the hair, at some dis
tance from the head. A thin cord is employed for 
these purposes, and very neatly worked with hair, ar· 
tificially colored. The women, Qnd, indeed, some of 
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the men, let their hair hang loose on their shoulders, 
whether it be long or short. 

We purchased a couple of very large moose-5kins 
from them, which were very well dressed; indeed, 
we did not suppose that there were any of those ani
mals in the country; and it appears from the accounts 
of the natives themselve~, that they are very scarce. As 
for the beaver, the existence of sllch a creature does 
not seem to be known by them. ,Our people bought 
shirts of them, and many curious articles, &c. They 
presented us with a most delicious fish, which was 
less than :An herring, and very beautifully spotted 
with black and yellow: its dorsal fin reached from the 
,head to the tail; in its expanded state takes a trian
''Sular form, and is variegated with the colors that en
liven the scales: the head is very small, and th!" 

,mouth is armed with sharp-pointed teeth. 
\\' e prevailed on the native, whose language was 

most intelligible, to a~company us. He informed us 
that we should sleep ten nights more before we arriv
ed at the sea; that several of his relations resided in the 
immediate vicinity of this part of the river, that in 
three nit;hts we &hollld meet with the Esquimaux. 
with whGIl1 they had formerly made war, but were 
now in a state of peace and amity. He mentioned 
the last Indians whom we had ~een in terms of great 
del'ision; describing them as being no better than 
old women, and as abominable liars ; which coincided 
with the notion we already entertained of them. 

As we pushed off, some of my men discharged 
theil' fowling pieces, that were only loaded with pow
der, at the report of which the Indbns were very 

,much alarmed, as they had not before heard the dis
charge of fire arms. This circumstance had such 
an elfect upon our guide, that we had reason to ap
prebend he would not fulfil his promise. vVhen, 
however, he was informed that the noise which he 
had heard was a signal of friendship, he was· per
suaded to embark in his own small canoe, though h!" 
bad beeIT offered a seat in ours. 

Two of his comp .. nions, whom he represented a.s. 
N2 
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his brothers, followed us in their canoes; and they: 
amused us not only with their llative songs, but with 
others, in imitation of the Esquimaux; and our new 
guide was so enli vened by them, that the antics he 
performed, in keeping time to the singing, alarmed 
us with continual apprehension that his b oat must 
upset: but he was not long content with his confined 
l!iituation, and paddling up along-side our canoe, re
quested us to receive him in it, though but a short 
time before he had resolutely refused to accept our 
invitation. No sooner had he entered Oljrcanoe, than 
he began to perform an Esqui maux dance, to OUl' 

no small alarm. He was, how~ver, soon prevailed up· 
on to be more tranquil; when he began to display va
rious indecencies, according to the customs of the 
Esquimaux, of which he boasted an intimate acquaint. 
ance. On our putting to shore, in order to leave his 
canoe, he informed us that on the opposite hill the 
Esquimaux, three winters before, killed his grandfa
ther. We saw a fox, and a ground-hog on the hill, the 
latter of which the brother of our guide shot with pis 
bow and arrow. 

About four in the afternoon we perceived a smoke 
on the west shore, when we traversed and h.nded. 
The natives made a most terrible uproar, talking with 
great vociferation, and running about as if they were 
deprived of their senses, while the greater part of the 
women, with the children, fled away. Perceiving the 
disorder which our appearance occasioned among these 
people, we had waited some time before we quitted 
the canoe; and I have no doubt, if we had been with
out people to introduce us, that they would have at· 
tempted some violence against us; for when the Indi
ans send away their women and children, it is always 
,~ith an hostile design. At length we pacified them 
'\vith the usual presents., but they prefelTed beads to 
any of the articles that 1 offered them; particularly 
such as were of a blue colour; and one of them even 
requested to exchange a knife which I had given him 
fo!' a small quantity of those ornamental baubles. I 
purchased of them tWil ilhirts for my hunters; and at 
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the same time they presented me with some arrows, 
and dried fish. This party consisted of five families, 
to the amount, as I suppose, of forty men, women~ 
and children; but I did not see them all, as several 
were afraid to venture from their hiding-places. They 
are called Deguthee Dinee8, or the Quarreller8. 

Our guide, like his predecessors, now manifested 
his wish to leave us, and entertained similar appre
hensions that we should not return by thi~ passage. 
He had his alarms also respecting the Esquimaux, 
who might kill us, and take away the women. Our 
Indians, however, a~sured him that we had no fears 
of any kind, and that he need not be alarmed [or him
self. They also convinced him that we should return 
by the way we were going, so that he consented to re
embark without giving us any further trouble; and 
eight small canoes followed us. Our courses this day 
were south-west by west six miles, south-west by 
south thirty miles, south-west three miles, west by 
south twelve miles, west by north two miles, and we 
encamped at eight in the evening on the eastern bank 
of the river. 

The Indians whom I found here, informed me, that 
from the place where I this morning met the fil'st of 
their tribe, the distance over land, on the east side, to 
the sea, was not long; and that from hence, by pm
ceeding to the westward, it was still shorter. They 
also represented the land on both sides as projecting 
to a pomt. These people do not appear to harbour 
any thievish qispositions; at least we die! not perceive 
that they took, or wanted to take, any thing from us 
by stealth or artifice. They enjoyed the amusements 
of dancing and jumping in common with those we had 
already seen; and, indeed, these exercises seem to be 
their favourite diversions. About 'mid-day the wea
ther was sultry, but. in the afternoon it became cold. 
Thel'e was a large quantity of wild flax, the growth of 
the Jast year, laying on the gl'ound, and the new plants 
were sprouting up through it. This' circumstance I 
did not observe in any other part. 

Friday 10. At four in the morning we embarked, 
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at a small distance from the place of our encamp
ment; the river which here becomes narrower, flows 
betwaen high rocks j and a meandering course took us 
north-west four miles. At this spot the banks be
came low; indeed, from the first rapid, the country 
does not wear a mountainous appearance; but the 
<banks of the river are generally lofty, in some places 
perfectly naked, and in o~hers well covered. with 
small trees, such as the fir and the birch. 'Ve con
tinued our last course for two miles, with mountains 
before us, whose tops were covered with snow. 

The land is low on both sides of the river, except 
these mountains, whose base is distant about ten 
miles: here the ri,'er widens, and runs through va
rious channels, formed by islands, some of whick 
are without a trci:, and little more than banks of mud 
and sand; while others are covered with a kind of 
spruce, fir, and trees of a larger size than we had seen 
Lor the last ten days. Theil' banks, which are about 
six feet above the surface of the water, display a face 
of solid ice, intermixed with veins of black earth, and 
as the heat of the sun melts the ice, the trees fre
quently fall into the river. 

So various were the channels of the river at this 
time, that we were at a Joss which to take. Our 
guide preferred the easternmost, on account of the 
Esquimaux, but I determined to take the middle 
channel, as it appeared to be.,a Ln'ger body of water, 
an.d running north and south: besides, as there was a 
greater chance of seeing them, I concLuded, that we 
could always go to the eastward, whenevev we might 
pl'efer it. OUI' course was now west by north six 
miles, north-west by west, the snowy mountains be
ing west by south from us, and S!.retchi·ng to the 
northward as far as we could see~ According to the 
infol'mation of the Indians, they a.re part of the chain 
of mountains which we approached on the third of 
this month. I obtained an observation this day' that 
gave me 67. 47. north latitude, which was farther 
llot'th than I expected, according to the course I kept.;. 
Ullt the dilference was owing to the variation of the 
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.ompass, which was more easterly than I imagined. 
l"l'om hence. it was evident that these waters emptied 
themselves iIlto the Hyperborean sea; and though it 
was probable that, from the want of 'Provision, we 
could not return to Athabasca in the course of the 
season, I nevertheless determined to penetrate to the 
discharge of them. 

My new conductor being very much discouraged 
and quite til'cd of his situation, used his influence to 
prevent our proceeding. He had never been, he said, 
at the Benalzulla Toe, or White Man's Lake ; and 
that when he went to the Esquimaux Lake, which is 
at no great distance, he passed over land from the 
place where we found him, and to that part where 
the Esquimaux pass the summer. In short, my 
hunters also became so disheartened from these ac
c(}unts, and other circumstances, that I was confident 
they would have left me, if it had been in their pow
er. J, however, satisfied them, in ~ome degree, by 
the assurance, that I would proceed onwards but se
ven days more, and if I did not then get to the sea, I 
would return. Indeed, the low state of our provi
sions, without any other considerations, formed ave· 
ry sufficient security for the mainteRance of my ell
gagement. Our last course was thilty-two miles, 
with a stronger CUlTent than could be expected in 
such a low country. 

We now proceed north-north-west four miles, north·. 
west tlu'ce milts, north-east two miles, north-west by 
west three miles, and north-east two miles. At half 
past eight in the evening we landed and pitched our 
tents, neal' to where there had been thl'ee encamp
ments of the Esquima'lx, since the breaking up ~f the 
ice. The native';, who followed us yestel'day, h-ft us 
at our station this morning. In the course of tho 
day Wf:> saw large flocks of wild fowl. 

Saturday 11. I sat up all night to observe the sun. 
At half past twelve I called up one of the men to view 
a spectacle which he had never befOl'e seen; when, 
on seeing the sun so high, hc thcught it was a signal 
to embark, and began to call tl;te rest of his compa-
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nions, who would scarcely be persuaded by me, that 
the sun had not descended nearer to the horizon,' and 
that it was now but a short tnne past midnight. 

vVe reposed, however, till three quarters after 
threef when we entered the canoe, and steered about 
north-west, the river taking a very serpentine course. 
About seven we saw a ridge of high land: at twelve 
we landed at a spot where we observed that some of 
the natives had .lately been. I counted thirty places 
where there had been fires; and some of the men 
who went further, saw as many more. They must 
have been here for a considerable time, though it does 
not appear that they had erected any huts. A great 
number of poles, however, were seen fixed in the ri
ver, to which they had attached their nets, and there 
seemed to be an elegant fishery. One of the fish, of 
the many which we saw leap out of the water, fell in
to our canoe; it was about ten inches long, and of a 
round shape. About the places where they had made 
their fires were scattered pieces of whalebone, and 
thick burned leather, with·parts of the fl'ames of three 
canoes; we could also observe where they had spilled 
train oil; and there was the singular appearance of a 
~pruce-fil', stripped of its branches to the top like an 
English may-pole. The weather was cloudy, and the 
air cold and unpleasant. From this place for . about 
lIve mile;:;, the river widens, it then flows in a variety 
of narrow, meandering channels, amongst low islands, 
enlivened with no trees, but a few dwal'f ,villows. 

At four, we landed, where there were three houses, 
or ratller huts, belonging to the natlves. The ground
plot is of an oval form, about fifteen feet long, ten feet 
wide in the middle and eight feet at either end: 
the whole of it is dug about twelve inches below the 
surface of the ground, and one half of it is covered 
uver with willow branches which probably serves as 
a bed for the whole family. A space, in the middle 
of the other part, of about four feet wide, is deepened 
twelve inches more, and is the only spot in the house 
wh.er~ a grown pe .. ~on can stand upright. One side 
of It IS covered, as has been already described, ana 
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the other is the hearth, or fire-place, of which, how
ever, they do not make much use. Though it was 
close to the wall, the lattel' did not appear to be burn
ed. The door or entrance is in the middle of ori'e end 
of the house, and is about two feet and an half high 
and two feet wide, and has a covered way or porch 
five feet in length; so that it is absolutely necessary 
to creep on all fours in order to get into, or out of this 
curious habitation. There is an hole of about eighteen 
inches square on the top of it, which serves the three
folel purpose of a window, an occasional cloor, and a 
chimney. The under-ground part of the flooris lined 
with split wood. Six or eight slumps of small trees 
driven into the earth, with the root upwards, on which 
are laid some cross pieces of timber, support the roof 
of the buil~ing, which is an oblong square of ten feet 
by six. The whole is made of drift-wood covel'ed 
with branches and dry grass; over which is laid a foot 
deep of earth. On each side of these houses are a 
few square holes in the ground of about two feet ill 
depth, which are rove red with split wood and eal'th, 
except in the middle. These appeared to be con
tl"ived for the preservation of the winter stock of pro
vision.s. In and about the houses we found sledge 
runners and bones, pieces of whalebone, and poplat' 
bark cut in ciroles, which are usee! as corks tu buoy 
the nets, and are fixed to them by pieces of whale
b'one. Before each hut a great number of stumps of 
trees were fixed in the ground, upon which it appe~\r
ed they hung their fish to dry. 

vVe now continued our voyage, and encamped at 
eight o'clock. I calculated OUl' course at about north
west, and, allowing tor the windings, that we had 
macle fifty-foUl' miles. \Ve expected, throughout the 
day, to meet with some of the natives, On sevel'al 
of the islands we perceived the print of their feet in 
the sand, as if they had been there but a few days be
fore, to procure wild fowl. There were frequent 
showers of rain in the afternoon, and the ~'cathel' was 
raw and disagreeable. vVe [jaw a black fox; but trees 
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Were now become very rare objects, except a few 
dwarf willows, of not more than three feet in height. 

The discontents of our hunters were now renewed 
by the accounts which our guide had been giving of 
that part of our voyage that was approaching. Accol'd. 
ing to his information, we were to see a larger lake on 
the morrow. Neither he nor his relations, he said, 
knew any thing about it, except that part which is op. 
posite to, and not far from, their country. The Es. 
quimaux alone, he added, inhabits its shores, and 
kill a large fish that is found in it, which is a 
principal part of their food; this, we presumed, must 
be the whale. He also mentioned white bears and 
another large animal which was seen in those parts, 
but our hunters could not understand the description 
which he gave of it. He also represented their ca· 
noes as being of a large construction, which wouW 
commodiously contain foul' 01' five families, How· 
ever, to reconcile the English Chief to the necessary 
continuance in my service, I presented him with one 
of my capots or travelling coats; at the same time, 
to satisfy the guide, and keep him, if possible, in good 
humour, I gave him a skin of the moose deer, which, 
in his opinion, was a valuable present. 

Sunday 12. It rained with violence throughout tbe 
night, and till two in the morning; the weather continu
ing very cold. \Ve proceeded on tbe same meandering 
course as yesterday, the wind north-north-west, and 
the country so naked that scarce a shruh was to be 
seen. At ten in the morning, we landed where there 
were four huts, exactly the same as those which have 
been so lately described. The adjacent land is high, 
and covered with short grass and flowers, though the 
earth was not thawed above four inches from the sur
face; beneath which was a solid body of ice. This 
beau~iful ap~earance, however, was strangely contrast
ed wlth the lce and snow that are seen in the vallies. 
T.he soil, where there is any, is a yellow clay mixed 
w!th stones. These huts appear to have been inha
bi~ed during the la~t winter; and we had reason to 
thmk, that some of the natives ha.d been lately there, 
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as the beach was covered with the track of their feet. 
Many of the runners and bars of their sledges were 
laid together, near the houses, in a manner that seem
ed to denote the return of the proprietors. There 
were also pieces of netting made of sinews, and some 
bark of the willow. The thread of the former was 
plaited, and no ordinary portion of time must have 
been employed in manufacturing so great a length of 
cord. A square stone-kettle, with a flat bottom, also 
occupied our attention, which was capable of contain
ing two gallons; and we were puzzled as to the means 
these people must have employed to have chiselled it 
.out of a solid rock into its present form. To these 
articles may be added, small pieces of flint, fixed in
to handles of wood, which probably, serve as knives: 
sevel'al wooden dishes; the stern and part of a large 
canoe; pieces of very thick leather, which we conjec
tured to be the cQvering of a canoe; several bones of 
large fish, and two heads; but we could not determine 
the animal to which they belonged, though we con
jectured that it must be the sea-horse. 

When we had satisfied our curiosity we re-embark
ed, but we were at a loss what course to steer, as OUl' 

guide seemed to be as ignorant of this country as our
st:!ves. Though the current was very strong, we ap
peared to have come to the entrance of the lake. The 
stream set to the west, and we went with it to an high 
point, at the distance of about eight miles, which we 
conjectured to be an island; but, on approaching it, we 
perceived it to be connected with the shore by a low 
neck of land. I now took an observation wbich gave 
69. 1. north latitude. From the point that has been 
just mentioned, we continued th<t same course for the 
westernmost point of an high island, and the western
most land in sight, at the distance 'Of fifteen miles. 

The lake was quite open to us to the westward, and 
out of the channel of the river there was not more 
than four feet water, and in some places the depth 
did not exceed one foot_ From the shallowness of 
the water it was impossible to coast to the westward. 
At five o'clock we arrived at the island, and during 

o 
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the last fifteen miles, five feet was the dellpest watel', 
The lake now appeared to be covered with ice, for 
about two leagues distance, and no land a-head, so 
that we were prevented from proceeding in this di
rection by the ice, and the shallowness of the water 
along the shore. 

'Ve landed at the boundary of our voyage in this 
direction, and as soon as the tents 'were pitched I 01'

del'ed the nets to be set, when I proceeded with the 
I~nglish chief to the highest part of the i5land, from 
which we discovered the solid ice, extending fWIll 

the south-west by compass to the ea5twal'd. As far 
as the eye could reach to the south-westward, we 
could dimly percei ve a chain of mountains, stretch
ing further to the north than the edge of the ice, at 
the distance of upwards of twenty leagues. To the 
eastward we saw many islands, and in our progress 
.we met with a considerable number of white partl'id

. ges, now become brown, There were also flocks of 
.,,-err beautiful plovers, and I found the nest of one of 
them with four eggs. vVhite owls, likewise, were 
among the inhabitants of the place: but the dead, as 
'well as the living, demanded our altention, for we 
came to the grave of one of the natives, by which lay 
a bow, a paddle, and a spear. The Indians informed 
me that they landed on a small island, about four 
leagues from hence, where they had seen the tracks of 
two men that were quite fresh; they had also found 
a secret store of train oil, and several bones of white 
bears were scattered about the place where it was hid~. 
The wind was now so high that it was impracticable 
for us to visit the nets. 

My people could not, at this time, refrain from ex
pressions of real concern, that they were obliged to 
return without reaching the sea: indetd, the hope of 
attaining this object encouraged them to bear, with
out repining, the hal'dships of our umemitting ,,"oyage. 
For some time past their spirits were animated by the 
expectation that another day would bring th~m to the 
Me7' d'Ouest; and even in our present situation they 
declared their readine~s to follow me \\-herever 1 
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~.hould be pleased to lead them. 'Ve saw ~t\'erd 
large white gulls, and other birds, whose back and. 
upper feathers ofthe wing, are bl'own; and whoso.: bd· 
ly, and under feathers of the wing, are white. 

CHAPTER V. 

TI,e ba~g.1:::t remo\'ed from the rising of the water. One of the nets drivt', .. 
away by the wind and curre1lt. Whales are seen. Go in pur~ult of them, .but 
pr~v~nted from continuing It br. the fog" Proc~ed to take a view of the IC~. 
CanlJe in danger from thl! sweJ. Examllle the lsLmcts. DesCribe one of them. 
Erect a post to perpetuate our vlsit there. The rbing of the water appears tu 
be the tide. Succes~ful fishing. Uncertain weather. Sail amung the islands. 
Proceed to a river. Temperature of.th~ air l~pro\'es. Land on a smJ.ll islal?d 
which is a place of sepulture. Descnptlon of It. See a grcdt number of wild 
towl. Vine view of the river from the high land. The hunters kill lein-deer . 

. Cranbenlcs, &c. found in great plenty. The appc.~rJn('e and nale uf the 
country. OUf guide de~e~ts. Large flight of gee~..:.: kIll many of them. VIO. 
lent r3m. Return up tile flyer. Leave th~ channels tor the mam :'lrc.un. Obliged 
to tow the c.'tnoe. Land Jnlongth.e natives. CIrcumstances concermng them. 
Their accountot the Esqullnaux Indians. Accompany the natives to their hut;. 
Account of our pruvislons. 

July. 1789'JW 
if10nday 13. E llad no !;looner retired to rest la~t night, 
if I :may use that expression, in a country where the 
sun never sinks beneath the horiz0n, than some of the 
people were obliged to rise and remove the baggage, 
on account of the rising of the water. At eight in 
the morning the weather was fine and calm, which :d'
forded an opportunity to examine the nets, olle • ..1 
which had been driven from its position by the wind 
and current. We caught seven poissons inconnus, 
which were unpalatable; a white fi'ih, that proved de
licious; and another about the size of an herring, 
which none of us had ever se;:l1 bdore, except tlie 
English Chief who recognized it as being of a kind 
that abounds in Hudson's Bay. About noon the wind 
blew hard fram the we.tward, \\ hen I took an obser
vation, which gave 69. 14. north latitude, and the 
meridian variation of the compass was thirty-six de
grees eastward.* 

This afternoon I re-ascended the hill, but could 
not discover that the ice had been put in motion by 
the force of the wind. At,the same time I could just 

• The Icn;it\l<le has since been discovered by the dead reckoninz to be 13 •• 
W(·~t. 
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distinguish two small islands in the ice, to the north
west by compass. I now thought it necessary to give 
a new net to my men to mount, in order to obtain as 
much provision as possible from the water, our stores 
being red aced to about five hundred weight, which, 
without any other supply, would not have sufficed fol' 
fifteen people about twelve days. One of the young 
Indians, however, was so fortunate as to find the net 
that had been missing. and which contained three of 
the poissons inconnus. 

Tue8day 14. It blew very hal'd from the north-west 
since the preceding evening. , Having sat up till three 
in the morning, I slept longer than usual; but about 
tight one of my men saw a great many animals in the 
water, which he at first supposed to be pieces of ice. 
About nine, however, I was awakened to resolve the 
doubts which had taken place respecting this extraor
dinary appearance. I immediately perceived that 
they were whales: and having ordert;.d the canoe to 
be prepared, we embarked in pursuit of them. It 
was, indeed, 'a very wild and unreflecting enterprize, 
and it was d very fortunate circumstance that we fail
ed in our attempt to overtake them, as a stroke from 
the tail of one of these enormous fish would have 
dashed the canoe to pieces. \Ve may, perhaps, have 
been indebted to the foggy weather for our safety, as 
it prevented us from continuing our pursuit. Our 
guide informed us th"t they are the same kind of fish 
which are the principal food of the Esquimaux, and 
they were frequently seen as large as our canoe. 
The part of them which appeared above the water 
was altogether white, and they were much largel' 
than the largest porpoi&e. 

About twelve the fog dispersed, and being curious 
to take a view of the ice, I gave orders for the canoe 
to be got in readiness. We accordingly embarktd, 
and the Indians followed us. VVe had not, however, 
been an hour on the water, when the ,~ind rose on a 
sudden from the north-east, and oblitred us to tac!> 
about, and the return of the fog pre~ented us from 
ascerbining our distance from the icc; indeed, from 
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this circumstance, the island which we had so lately 
left was but dimly seen. Though the wind was close, 
we ventured to hoist the sail, and from the violence 
of the swell it was by great exertions that two men 
could bale out the water from OUt' canoe. \Ve were 
in a state of actual dangel', and felt every corres
ponding emotion of pleasure when we reached the 
land. The Indians had fortunately got more to wind
ward, so that the swell in some measure drove them 
on shore, though their canoes were nearly filled with 
water; and had they been· laden, we should have seen 
them no more. As I did llIilt propose to satisfy my 
curiosity at the risk of similar dangers, we continued 
our course along the islands, which screened us from 
the wind. I was now determined to take a more par
ticulflr examination of the islands, in the hope of 
meeting with parties of the natives, from whom I 
might be able to obtain some interesting intelligence, 
though our conductor discouraged my expectations by 
representing them as very shy and inaccessible peo
ple. At the same time he informed me that we should 
proba.by find some of them, if we navigated the chan. 
nd which he had originally recommended us to enter. 

At eight we encamped on the eastern end of the 
i.sland, which I had named the 'Vhale Island. It is 
about seven leagues in length, east and west by com
pass; but not more than half a mile in breadth. \Ve 
~aw several red foxes, one of which was killed. There 
were also five 01' six very old huts on the point where 
we had taken our station. The. nets were now set, 
and one of them in five fathom water, the current set
ting north-east by compass. This morning I ordered, 
a. post to be erected close to our tents, on which I en
graved the latitude of the place, my own name, the 
number of persons which I had with me, and the 
time we remained there. 

Wednesday 15. Being awakened by some. casual 
circumstance, ;;I,t four this morning, 1 was surprised on 
perceiving that the water had flowed under ollr bag-. 
gage. As the wind had not changec!, and did not 
b!.ow with greater violence than when we_went to rest) 

02 
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we were all of opinion that this circumstance pro
ceeded from tlie tide. We had, indeed, observed at 
the other end of the island that the water rose and 
fell; but we then imagined that it must have been oc. 
casioned by the wind. The water continued to rise 
till about six, but I could not ascertain the time with 
the requisite precision, as the wind then began to blolV 
with great violence; I therefore determined, at all 
events, to remain here till the next morning, though, 
as it happened, the state of the wind was such as to 
render my stay here an act of necessity. Our nets 
were not very succes5ful, as they presented us with 
only eight fish. From nn observation which Iobtain
ed at noon, we were in 69. 7. north latitude. As the 
evening approached, the wind increased, and the wea· 
ther became cold. Two swans were the only provi. 
sions which the hunters procured for us. 

Thursday I G. The rain did not cease till seven this 
morning, the weather being at intervals very cold and 
unpleasant. Such was its inconstancy, 'that I could 
not make an accurate observation; but the tide ap
peared to rise sixteen or eighteen inches. 

\Ve now embarked, and steered under sail ameng 
the islands, where I hoped to meet with some of the 
natives, but my expectations was not gratified. Our 
guide imagined that they were gone to theil' distant 
haunts, where they fish for whale and hunt the rein
deer, that are opposite to this country. His relations, 
he said, see them every year, but he did not encou
rage us to expect that we should find any of them, 
unless it were at a small river that falls into the great 
one, from the eastward, at a considerahle distance 
[l'om our immediate situation. \Ve accordingly made 
for the river, and stemmed the current. At two in 
the afternoon the water was quite shallow in every 
part of our course, and we could always find the bot
tom with the paddle. At seven we landed, encamp
t'd, and set the nets. Here the Indians killed two 
geese, two cranes, and a white owl. Since we en
tered t~e river, we experienced a very agreeable 
{;hange In the temperatme of the air; but this plea.-
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sant circumstance was not without its inconvenience 
as it subjected us to the persecution of the musquitoes. 

Friday. 17. On taking up the nets, they were 
found to contain but six fish. We embarked at four 
in the morning, and passed four encampments, which 
appeared to have been very lately inhabited. We 
then landed upon a small, round island, close to the 
eastern shore, which possessed somewhat of a sacred 
character, as the top of it seemed to be a place of 
sepulture, from the numerous graves which we ob
served there. We found the frame of a small canoe, 
with various dishes, troughs, and other utensils, which 
had been the living property of those who could now 
use them no more, and form the OI'dinary accompani
ments of their last abodes. As no part of the skins 
that must have covered the canoe was remaining, we 
concluded that it had been eaten by wild animals that 
inhabit, or occasionally frequent, the island. The 
frame of the canoe, which was entire, was put together 
with whalebone: it was sewed in some parts, and tied 
in others. The sledges were fmm four to eight feet 
long; the length of the bars was upwards of two feet; 
the runners were two inches thick, and nine inches 
deep; the prow was two feet and a half high, and 
formed of two pieces, sewed with whalebone; to three 
other thin spars of wood, which were of the same 
height, and fixed in the runners by means of mortises, 
were sewed two thin broad bars length way s, at a small 
dbtance from each other; these frames were fixed to
gether with three or four cross-bars, tied fast upon 
the runners; and on the lower edge of the latter, 
small pieces of horn were fastened by wooden pegs, 
that they might slide with greater facility. They are 
drawn by shafts, which I imagine are applied to any 
particular sledge as they are wanted, as I saw no more 
than one pair of them. 

About half past one we came opposite to the first 
spruce-tree that we had seen for some time; there are 
but vel'y few of them on the main land, and they are 
very small; those are larger which are found on the 
islands, were they grow in patches, and close together. 
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It is, indeed, very extraordinary that there should h~ 
any wood whatever in a country were the ground 
never thaws above five inches from the surface. We 
landed at seven in the evening. The weather was 
now very pleasant, and in the course of the day we 
saw great numhel's of wild fowl, with theil' young 
ones, but they were so shy that we could not approach 
them. The Indians were not very successful in their 
foraging party, as they killed only two grey cranes, 
and a gTey goose. Two of them were employed on 
the high land to the eastward, through the greater 
part of the day, in search of rein-deer, but they could 
discover nothing more than a few tracks of that ani. 
mal. I also ascended the high land, from whence 1 
had a delightful view of the rivel', divided iflto innu
merable streams, meandering through islands, some 
of which were covered with wood, and others with 
grass. The mountains, that formed the opposite 
horizon, were at the distance of forty miles. The in. 
land view was neither so extensive nor agreeable, be
ing terminated by a near range of bleak, banen hills, 
between which are ,mall lakes or ponds, while the sur· 
rounding country is covered with tufts of moss, with. 
out the shade of a single tree. Along the hills is 
a kind of fence, made with branches, where the na. 
tives had set snares to catch white partridges. 

Saturday 18. The;: nets did nut pl'Oduce a single 
fish, and at th,'ec o'clock in the morning we took our 
departure. The weather was fine and clear, and. 
we;: pass;o:d several encampments. As the prints of 
hum~ll feet were very fresh in the sand, it could not. 
have been long since the natives had visited the. spot. 'IV e now procee~ed in tl~e hope of meeting with some 
of them at the nver, wlllthel' our guide was conduct
ing us with that expectation. ''Ve .observed a great 
number of trees, in different places, whose branches. 
h~d been lopped off t.o the tops. They denote t1:e im
~lediate ab~de of the natiYes, and probably serve for 
Signal..,; t.o chrect each other to the ii' respect! I'e wlliter
qual'ten". Our hunters, in the course of the uav I,il. 
led two rein-deer, which were the only large ... nima4L 
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that we had seen since we had been in this river, and 
proved a very seasonable supply, as our Pemmican 
had become mouldy for some time past; though in 
that situation we were under the necessity of eating it. 

In the vallies and low lands near the river, cran
berries'are found in gl'eat abundance, particularly in 
favorable aspects. It is a singular circumstance, that 
the fruit of two succeeding years may be gathered 
at the same time, from the same slll'ub. Here was 
also another berry, of a very pale yellow colour, that 
resembles a raspberry, and is of a very agreeable fla
vour. There is a great variety of other plants and 
herbs, whose names and properties are unknown to 
me. 

The weather became cold towards the afternoon, 
with the appearance of rain, and we landed for the 
night at seven in the evening. The Indians killed 
eight geese. During the greater part of the day I 
walked with the English Chief, and found it very dis
agreeable and fatiguing. Though the country is so 
elevated, it was one continual morass, except on the 
summit of some barren hills. As I carried my hang
er in my hand, I frequently examined if any part of 
the ground \~as in a state of thaw, but could never 
force the blade into it, heyond the depth of six or 
eight inches. The face of the high land, towards the 
rivel', is in some places rocky, andin others a mixture 
of sand and stone, veined with a kind of red earth, 
with which the natives bedaub themsel\-es. 

Sunday 19. It rained, and blew hard from the north, 
till eight in the morning, when we discovered that 
our conductor .bad escaped. I wa:>, indeed, 5urprized 
at his honesty, as he left the moose-skin which I had 
given him [01' a covel'ing, and went off in his shirt, 
though the weather was very cold. I inquired of 
the Indians if they had given him any cause of ot
fence, 01' had observed any recent disposition in him 
to desert us, but they assured me that they had not in 
any in~tance displeased him: at the same time they 
recollected that he had expressed his apprehensions 
of being taken away as a slave; and his alarms were 
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probably increased 011 the preceding day, when hesaw 
them kill the two I'ein-deer with so much readiness. In 
the afternoon the weather became fme and clear, when 
we saw large flights of geese with their young ones, 
and the hunters killed tWtl1ty-two of them. A3 they 
had at this time cast their feathers, they could not 
fly. They were of a small kind, and much inftriorin 
size to those that frequent the vicinity of Athabasca. 
At eight, we took our station near an Indian encamp
ment, and, as we had observed in similar situations, 
pieces of bone, rein-deer's hom, &c. were scattered 
about it. It also appeared, that the natives had bee~1 
employed here in working wood into arms, utensils, 
&c. 

Monday 20. "\Ve embarked at three this morning, 
when the weather was cloudy, with small rain antI aft 
wind. About twelve the rain became so violent as to 
compel us to encamp at two in the afternoon. We 
saw great numbers of fowl, hnd killed among us fif
teen geese and fOUl' swans. II ad the weather been 
more favorable, we should have added considerable to 
our booty. We now passed the river, \\Lert! \ve ex
pected to meet some of the natives, but discovered no 
signs of them. Tile ground close to the river does 
not rise (0 any considerable height, and the hills which 
are at a small ciistal)ce, are covered with the spruce-fir 
and sIT,all birch trees, to their very summits. 

litesday 21. "r e embarked at half past one this 
morning, when the weathel' was cold _andllnpleasantt 
and the wind south-west. At ten, we left the chan
nels formed by the islands for the uninterrupted ciH.n
nel of the river, where we found the current so strong, 
that it was absolutely necessary to tow the canoe with 
a line. The land on both sides was elevated, and ai
mo~t perpeuclicular, and the shore beneath it, which 
is of no great breadth, was covered with a grey stone 
that falb from the precipice. We made much great
{;j' expedition with the line, than we could have done 
w'-th the paddles. The men in the canoe relieved two 
of those 011 shore every two hours, so th-at it was ve
ry har.; and fatiguing duty, but it saved a great deal 
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.,f that time which was so precious to us. At half 
past eight, we landed at the same spot where we h~.d 
~tlt'eac\y encamped on the ninth instant. 

I n about an hour after our ani ",d, we were joined 
by ele'!cn of the natives, who were stationed further 
up the river, and there were some among them whom 
've had not seen during our former visit to this place. 
The brother of our late guide, ho\\ ever, was of the 
party, and was eager in his inquiries after him; but 
our account did not prove sati ,["ctory. They all gave 
evident tokens of theil' suspicion, and each of them 
made a distinct haranglle on the occasion. O;]r 10-
dian" indeed, did not understand their eloquence, 
though they conjectured it to be very unfavuurable to 
Ollr assertions. The brother, nevertheless, proposed 
to barter his credulity for a small quantity of beads, 
and promised to believe eve!'y thing I should say, if 
I would gratify him with a few of those baubles; but 
he did not succeed in his proposition, and I content
ed myself with giving him the bow and arrows which 
our conductor had left with us. 

My people were now necessarily engaged in put
ting; the fire-anus in order, after the violent rain of 
the preceding day; an employment which very much 
attracted the curiosity, and appeared, in some de
gree, to awaken the apprehension~ ,of the nati,'es. 
To their inquiries concerning the ~tives of Ou!' pre
paration, we answered by showing 'a piece of meat 
and a goose, and informing them, that we were pre
paring our arms to pI'ocnre similar provisions; at the 
same time we assured them, though it was our inten
tinn to kill any animals we might i1nd, there was no 
intention to hUl't or injure them. They, however, 
entreated us not to discharge OUl' pieces in their pre
sence. I requested the English Chief to ask them 
~ome questions, which they either did or would not 
understand; so that I failed in obtaining; any informa 
tion from them. 

All my people went to rest; but I thought it pru
dent to sit up, in order to watch the motions of the 
lJa i.ive3. This circumstance was a subject of their 
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inquiry; and their curiosity was still more excited, 
when they saw me employed in writing. About 
twelve o'clock I perceived four of their women com. 
ing along the shore: and they were no sooner seen 
by their fl'lends, than they ran hastily to meet them, 
and persuaded two of them, who, I suppose, were 
young, to return, ~hile they brought the other two 
who were very old, to enjoy the warmth of our fire; 
but, after staying there for about half an hour, they 
also retreated. Those who remained, immediately 
kindled a small fire, and laid themselves down to 
sleep round it, like so many whelps, having neither 
skins or garments of any kind to cover them, not· 
withstanding the cold that prevailed. My people hav· 
ing placed their kettle of meat on the fire, I was ob· 
liged to guard it from the natives, who made several 
attempts to possess themselves of its contents; and 
this was the only instance I had hitherto discovered, 
of theil' being inlluenced by a pilfering eli<;position. 
It might, perhaps, be a general opinion, that provi. 
sions were a common propel'ty. I now saw the SUll 

~et for the first time since I had been here before. 
During the preceding night, the weather was so cIo~. 
dy, that I could not observe its descent to the hol'l' 
zon. 'fhe water had sunk, at this place, upwards of 
three feet since'we had passed down the ri,-er. 

TVedllelfday 22"; "r e began our march at half past 
three this morning-, the men being employed to tow 
the canoe. I wallted with the Indians to their huts, 
which were at a Ireater distance than I had any rea· 
son to expect, fo!' it occupied three hours in hard 
walking to reach them. VV' e passed a narroW and 
deep river in our way, at the mouth of which the na
tives had set their nets. They had hid their effects, 
and sent their young women into the woods, as we 
saw but very few of the former, and none of the lat
ter. They had large huts built with drift-wood on 
the declivity of the beach, and in the inside the earth 
was dug away, so as to 1'01'\11 a le,-eI floor. At each 
end Was a stouL fork, whereon was laid a strong ridge' 
pole, which formed a support to the whole structure, 
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and ~l covering of spruce bark presen"ed it from the 
rain. Yarious spars of different heights were fixed 
within the hut, and covered with split fish that hun~ 
on them to dry; and fires were made in different part:. 
to accelerate the operation. There were rails also on 
the outside of the building, which were hung around 
" .. itll fish, but in a fresher state than those within. 
The spawn is also carefully preserved and dried in 
the same manner. \Ve obtained as many fish from 
them as the canoe could conveniently contain, and 
some strings of beads were the price paid for them, 
an article which they prefered to every other. Iron 
they held in little or no estimation. 

During the two hours that I remained here, I em
ployed the English Chief in a continual state of in
quiry concerning these people. The information that 
resulted from this conference was as follows: 

This nation, or tribe, is very numerous, with whom 
the ES(lUimaux had been continually at variance, a 
people who take every advantage of attacking those 
who are not in a state to defend themselves; and 
though they had promised friendship, had lately, in 
the mOat treacherous manner, butchered some of their 
people. . As a proof of this circum~tance, the rela
tions of the deceased shewed us, that they had cut off 
their hail' on the occasion. They also deG!ared theil' 
determination to withdraw all cottfidence in future 
from the ESCjuimaux, and to collect themselves in a 
formidable body, that they might be enabled to re
vene-c the death of their friends. 

t;~om their account, a strong party of Esquimaux oc
casionally ascends this river in lcu'ge canoes, in search 
of flint ~tones, which they employ to point their spears 
aud arrows. They were now at their lake due east from 
tile spot wht.rc we then were, which was at no great dis
tance over land, where they kill the rein-deer, and that 
they would soon begin to catch big fish for the winter 
stoe K. vVe could not, however, obtain any in[ormliL
tion respecting the lake in the direction in which we 
wae. Tothe ea~tward and westward where they saw 
it, the ice ureaks up, but soon freezes again. 

p 
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The Esquimaux informed them that they saw large 
canoes full of white men to the westward, eight or 
ten winters ago, from whom they oLtained iron in ex
change for leather. The lake where they met these 
canoes, is called by them Belhoullay Toe, or 'Vhite 
lVlan's Lake. They also represented the Esquimaux 
liS dressing like themselves. They wear their hair 
short, and have two holes perforated, one on each side 
of the mouth, in a line with the under lip, in which 
they place long beads that they find in the lake. Their 
bows are somewhat different from those used by the 
natives we had seen, and they employ slings from 
whence they throw stones with such dexterity, that 
they prove very formidable weapons in the day of 
battle. 

We also learned, in addition from the natives~ thatwe 
should not see any more of their relations, as they had 
all left the river to go in pursuit of rein.deer for their 
provisions, and that they themselves should engage in 
a similar expedition in a few days. Rein-deer, bears, 
wolvereens, martins, foxes, hares, and white buffa
Joes, are the only quadrupeds in their country; and 
that the latter were only to be found in the mountains 
to the westward. 

We proceeded with the line throughout the day, 
except two hours, when we employed the sail. We 
encamped at eight in the evening. From the pl~ce 
we quitted this morning, the banks of the river are 
well covered with small wood, spruce, firs, birch, and 
willow. We found it very warm during the whole of 
our progress. 

Thursday 23. At five in the morning we proceed
ed on our voyage, but found it very diflicult to travel 
.dong the beach. 'Ve observed several places where 
the natives had stationed themseh'es and set their 
nets since our passage downwards. We passed a 
small river, and at five o'clock our Indi~,ns put to 
~hore in order to encamp, but we proceeded onwards, 

Iyhich displeased them very much, f"om the fatigue 
t hey suffered, and at eight we encamped at our posi
t j,)U of the 8th instant. The day was very fine, ani 
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we employed the towing line throughout the course of 
it. At ten, our hunters returned, sullen and dissatis· 
fied. We had not touched any of our provision 
stores for six days, in which time we had consumed 
two rein-deer, four swans, forty-five geese, and a con
siderable quantity of fish: but it is to be considered, 
that we were ten men, and four women. I have al
ways observed, that the north men po?sessed vel'Y 
hearty appetites, but they were very much exceeded by 
those with me, since we entered this river. I should 
really have thought it absolute gluttony in my people, 
if my own appetite had not increased in a similal' 
proportion. 

CHAPTER VI. 

Employ the towing line. Description of a place where the Indians come to colle('t 
flint. Their shyne:.s ami SUbP1Cions. Current lessens. Appe.nancc of the 
country. Abund,lllce of hares. Violenl ~torm. L:ln~ near three lodge~. 
Alarm of the Indians. Supply of fish from them. Their fabulous accounts. 
Contmul;! to see Indian lodg-c'i. Treatment of a dtse:l.~I':. Misunderstanding 
'VIllI the natives. The Interpreter harangues them. Their accounts sin.1liar ttl 
thuse we have alread.y received. TIlt'ir CUriOUS conduct. Purchase some uea~ 
ver skins. Shuot one of their dog.,;:, . The c<?nsequence of that act. Apprehen, 
sions of the women. Lai'ge quantltles of liquorice. Swallow's nests seen iu 
the prc(,lpice'i, FaH in With a party of natives kl1lin~ geese~ Circumstance:. 
('UllC<..:i nlUg them. Hurricane, V~rtatlO,? of [t1e weJther. Kill gleat numbers 
of ~eese. Abundance of several kUld.::i ot bt!rnes. ~(ate yf the liver and it:. 
bank, 

'i 
7aiy, 1789.J A fi· , 
rflJ.,y n T ve we contmued our course, but, In a 
vel'y short time, were under the necessity of applying 
to tlle aid of the line, the stream being so strong as 
to render all our attempts unavailing to stem it with 
the paddles. We passed a small river, on each side 
of which the natives and Esquimaux collect flint. 
The bank is an high, steep, and soft rock, variegated 
with red, green, and yellow hues. From the conti
nual dripping of water, parts of it frequently fall and 
break into small stony flakes like l>late, but not so 
hare!. Among them are foune! pieces of Petl'oZ;um, 
which bears a resemblance to yellow wax, but is more 
friable. The English Chief informed me, that rocks 
of a similal' kind are scattered about the country, at 
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the back of the Slave Lake, where the Chepewyans 
collect copper. 

At ten, we had an aft wind, and the men who had 
been engaged in towing, re-embarked. At twelve we 
observed a lodge on the side of the river, and its in
habitants running about in great confusion,or hurrying 
10 the woods. Three men waited our arrival, though 
they remained at some distance from us, with their 
bows and arrows ready to be employed; or at least, 
that appeared to be the idea they wished to convey to 
UlI, by continually snapping the strings of thdormer, 
and the signs they made to forbid our approach. The 
English Chief, whose language they, in some degree 
understood, endeavoured to remove their distl'ust of 
us; but till I went to them. with a present of beads, 
they refused to have any communication with us. 

When they first perceived our sail, they took us 
for the Esquimaux Indians, who employ a sail in 
their canoes. They were suspicious of our designs, 
and questioned us with a view to obtain some know
ledge of them. On seeing us in possession of some 
of the clothes, bows, &c. which must have belonged 
to some of the Deguthee Denees, or Quarrellers, 
they imagined that we had killed some of them, and 
were bearing away the fruit;, of ~llr victory. They 
appeared, indeed, to be of the same tribe, though 
they were afraid .f acknowledging it. From their 
questions, it was evident that they had not l'ccelved 
any notice of our being in those parts. 

They would not acknowledge that they litad any 
women with them, though we had Seen them run
ning' to the woods; but pretended that they had been 
It:ft at a cunsiderable distance from the river, with 
some relations, who were engaged in killing rein
deer. These people had been here but a short time, 
and their lodge was not yet completed; nor had they 
any fish in a state of preparation for their provision. 
l.gave them a knife and some beads for an horn-wedge 
or chiselJ with which they split their canoe-wood. 
One of my Indians having broken his paddle, at· 
tempted to take one of the!l's, which WUi hnmediate-
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Iy contested by its owner, and on my interfering to 
prevent this act of injustice, he manifested his grati
tude to me on the occasion. We lost an hour and a 
half in this conference. 

The English Chief was during the whole of the 
time in the woods, where some of the hidden proper
ty was discovered, but the women contrived to elude 
the search that was made after them. Some of these 
articles were purloined, but I was ignorant of this 
cil'cumstance till we had taken our departure, or I 
should certainly have given an ample remuneration. 
Our chief expressed his displeasure at their running 
away to conceal themselves, their pl'operty, and their 
young womell, in very bitter terms. lIe said his 
heal't was set against those slaves; and complained 
aloud of his disappointment in comin:; so far without 
seeing the natives, and getting something from them. 

We employed the sail and the paddle since ten thi~ 
morning, and pitched our tents at seven in the even
ing. We had no soonel' encamped than we were vi
sited by an Indian whom we had seen before, and 
whose family was at a small distance up the river: at 
nine he left us. The weather was clear and serene. 

Saturday 25. ' We embarked this morning at a 
quarter past three, and at seyen we passed the lodge 
'If the Indian who had visited us the preceding evell
ing. There appeared to have been more than on@ fa
mily, and we naturally concluded that our visitor had 
made such an unfavourable report of us, a5 to induce 
his companions to fly on our approach. Their fire was 
not extinguished., and they had left a considerable 
quantity of fish scattered about their dwelling. 

The weather was now vel'y sultry; but the current 
had relaxed of its force, so that the paddle was suf
ficient [or our progress durillg the greatest part of the 
day. The inland part of the country is mountainous, 
anc! the bauks of the river low, but covered with wooel, 
among which is the poplar, but of small growth, and 
the nrst which we had seen on our retUl;n. A pigeon 
also fLw by us, anel hares appeared to be in bTL"( 

pl~nty. \Ve pasu:d many Indian er .. c'1.mpments "Lid, 
P 2 
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we did not see in our passage down the river. About 
seven the sky, to the westward, became of a steel_ 
blue colour, with lightning and thunder. \Ve ac
cordingly landed to prepare ourselves against the 
coming storm; but before we could erect our tents, 
it came on with such violence, that we expected it to 
carry every thing before it. The ridge-pole of my 
tent was broken in the middle, where it was sound, 
and nine inches and an half in circumference; and 
we were obliged to throw ourselves flat 011 the ground 
to escape being wounded by the stones that were hUrl
ed about in the air like sand. The violence of the 
storm, however, subsided in a short time,' but left 
the sky overcast with the appearance of rain. 

Sunday 26. It rained from the preceding evening 
to this morning, when we embarked at fouro'c!ock. 
At eight we landed at three large Indian lodges. 
Their inhabitants, who were asleep, expressed un
common alarm and agitation when they were awak
ened by us, though most of them had seen us before. 
Their habitations were crowded with fish, hanging to 
<Iry in every part; but as we wanted some for pre
sent use, we sent their young men to visit the nets, 
and they returned with abundance of large white fish, 
to which the name has been given of jlois8on inconnu; 
some of a round shape, and green colour; and a few 
white ones; all which were very agreeable food. 
Some beads, and a few other trifles, ,,,ere gratefully 
received in return. These people are very fond of 
iron-work of any kind, and my men purchased seve· 
ral of their articles for small pieces of tin. 

There were five or six persons whom we had not 
seen before; and among them was a Dog-rib Indian, 
whom some private quarrel had driven from hiscoun· 
try. The English Chief understood him as well as 
one of his own nation, and gave the following account 
of their conversation :-

He had been informed by the people with whom he 
now lives, the Hare Indians, that there is another rio 
ver on the other side of the mountains to the 50uth· 
West, which falls into the Bdhouttay Toe, or Whit'-
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man's Lake, in cemparison of which that on whose 
banks we then were, was but a small stream; that 
the natives were very large, and very wicked, and 
kill common men with their eyes; that they make 
canoes larger than our3; that those who inhabit the 
entrance of it kill a kind of beaver, the skin of which 
is almost red; and that lal'ge canoes often frequent it. 
As there is no known communication by water with 
this river, the natives who saw it went over the 
mountains. 

As he mentioned that there were some beavers in 
this part of the country, I told him to hunL it, and c)"'

sil'e the others to do the same, as well as the mal tins, 
foxes, beaver-eater, or wolvereen, ~c. which they 
mi6ht carry to barter for iron with his own natio~, 
who are supplied with g'oods by us, near their coun~ 
try. He wa" anxious to know whether we should re
turn that way: at the same time he informed us th:...~ 
we should see but few of the natives along the river, 
as all the youn:; men were enga!,;ecl in killing rein
deil', near the Esquiwaux Lake, which, he also said, 
was at no great distance. T he latter he represented 
as very treacherous, and added, that they had killed one 
of his people. He told us, likewise, that some plan 
of revenge was meditating, unless the offending- party 
paid a sufficient price for the body of th:;! mllrck;'ed 
person. 

My Indians were very anxious to possess them
selvc:s of a wom"n that was with the l1<1.tives, bat as 
they were not willing to part with her, I interfered, 
to pl'evcnt her b.cin:; t"ken by force: indeed I was 
obliged to exercise the utillost \ igilance, as tbe Incli· 
ans who accomp,uHed LIe were el'el' ready to t<l.ke 
what they could from tile native" without making 
them any I'etum. About twelve we passed .t ri,'er of 
some appearance, flowing from the eastw<l.rd. One 
of th·c nali ves \vho followed us, called it the \\'inter 
H.o~cl River. vVe did not find the stre<l.l1l strop:;' to
day .dong the shore, <\s thel'e wlor-: mall)' eddy cur
rent:.,: \;c therefore employed t:l::: s.lil durir:~~ s':'p\e 
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hours of it! and went on shore for the night at half 
past seven. 

Monday 27. The weather was no\v .line, and we 
renewed our voyage at half past two. At seven we 
landed where there were three families, situated close 
to the rapids. \lVe found but few people; fOf as the 
Indian who followed us yesterday had arrived here 
before us, we supposed that the greatel' part had fled, 
on the intelligence which he gave of our appfoach. 
Some of these people we had seen before, when they 
told us that they had left their property at a lake ill 
the neighborhood, and had promised to fetch it before 
our return; but we now found them as unprovided. 
as when we left them. They had plenty of fish, some. 
of which was packed in birch bark. 

During the time we remained with them, which. 
was not mON than two hours, I endeavored to obtain 
some additional intelligence resp<!cting the river 
which had been mentioned OIL the, preceding day; 
when they declared thtir total ignorance of it, but 
from the reports of others, as thty had never been 
beyond the mountains, on the opposite side of their 
&wn rive!'; they had, however, been informed that it 
was larger than that which washed the banks where
on they lived, and that its course was towards the mid
day sun. They added, that there were people at a 
small distance up the river, who inhabited the op
posite mountains, and had lately descended from 
them to obtain supplies of fish. These people 
they suggested, must be well acquainted with the 
other river, which was the object of my inquiry. 1 
engaged one of them, by a bi'ille of some beads, to 
describe the circumjacent countl'Y upon the sand. 
This singular map ht: immediately undertook to deli~ 
neate, and accordingly trac(;d out a very long'. point of 
land between the rlVt:rs, though without paying the 
le,lst at~(;nti,on to their courses, which he rt;prt:sented 
as ~llnnmg wto the gl'eat lake, at the extremity of 
whIch, as he had been told by the Indial.ls of other 
ndtions, there was a llelhoullay Couin 01' \Vhite 
1\1 ' I' . '1'1' I 1 ' an s . ort. llS too.{ to be U nalascha Fort, and 
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consequently the river to the west to be Cook's RiYer ; 
and that the body of wate!' 01' sea into \V hich this river 
discharges itself at \Vhalc Island, communic<ites with 
Norton Sound. I made an advantageous proposition 
to this man to accompany me acrOS3 the mountaine< 
to the other rive!', but he refused it. At the same 
time he recommended me to the people already men· 
tioned, who were fishing in the neighborhood, as bet· 
tel' qualified to a~»ibt me in the undertaking which I 
had proposed. 

One of thi~ small company of natives was griev
ously afHicted with uIcens in his back; and the only 
attention which was paid to his miserable condition, as 
far at least as we couid discover, proceeded from a 
woman, who carefully employed a bunch of feathers 
in preventing the flies from settling upon his sores. 

At ten this morning, we landed near the lodges 
which had already been mentioned to us, :llld I or
dered my people to make prepal'ation for passing the 
remaindcl' of the day here, ill ortler to cbtain that fa~ 
miliarity with the natives which might induce them to 
afford me, without re~erve, the information that I 
~hould require frGln them. This object, however, 
was in danger of being altogether frustrated by a mis
understanding that had taken place between the na
tives and my young Indians, who were already arriv. 
ed there. Defore the latter could dis;::mbark, the for
me!' seized the c,moe, and dragged it on shore, and 
in this act of violence the b08.t was broken, from the 
weight of the persons in it. This insult was on the 
point of being seriously revenged, when I arri\'ed to 
prevent the consequence of such a disposition. The 
variation of the compass was about twenty-nine de
gree;; to the east. 

At fOUl' in the afternoon, I ordered my interpreter 
to haran,;ue the natives, assembled in council; but his 
lonr; discourse obtained little satisfactory intelligen<:·: 
from them. Thl:ir account of the river to the west· 
ward, was similar to that which we had already re
cei ved; and their description of the inhabitants o~' 
t.hl1,t country, ,vas still morc absurd and ridi (. ulou$, 
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They repre~ented them as being of a gigantic sta. 
ture, and adorned with wings, which, however, they 
never employed in flying: that they fed on farge birds, 
which they killed with the gl'eatest ease, though com
mon men would be certain victims of their voracity 
if they ventured to approach them. They also des· 
cribed the people that inhabited the mouth of the rio 
ver as possessing the extraorl:inary power of killing 
with their eyes, and devouring a large beaver at a single 
meal. They added, that canoes of very large dimen· 
sions visited that place. They did not, however, relate 
these strange circumstances from their own know
ledge, but on the reports of other tribes, as they them· 
selves never ventured to proceed beyond the first 
mountains, where they went in search of the small, 
white buffaloe~, as the inhabitants of the other side 
endeavor to kill them whenever they meet~ They 
likewise mentioned that the sources of those streams 
which are tributary to both the great rivers, are sepa
rated by tlle mountains. It appe_are_d to us, however, 
that these people knew more about the country than 
me, they chose -to communicate, or at least reached 
as the interpreter, who had long been tired of the 
voyage, might conceai such a part of their communi
cations as, in his opinion, would induce me to follow 
new routes, or extend my excursions. No sooner 
was the conference concluded, than they began to 
dance, which is their favorite, and, except jumping, 
their only amusement. In this pastime old and 
young, male and female, continued their exertioDs till 
their strength was exhausted. This exercise was ac
companied by loud'imitations of the various noises 
produced by the rein-deer, the bear, and the wolf. 

When they had finished their antics, I desired the 
English Chief to renew the former subjects; which he 
d.id without success. I therefore assumed an angry 
~l.lr, expr.essed my suspicions that they withheld their 
mformallon, and concluded with a menace, that if they 
did not give me all the satisfaction in their powel"l 
woyld force one of them along with me to-morrow, to 
pomt out t]le road to the other river. On. this d~clar· 
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~lion, they all, at one and the same moment, became 
sick, and answered in a very faint tone, that they knew 
no more than they had already communicated, and 
that they should die if! took any of them away. They 
began to persuade my interpreter to remain with them 
as they loved him as well as they did themselves, and 
that he would be killed ifhe continued with me. Nor 
did this proposition, aided as it was by the solicitation 
of the women, fail of producing a considerable ef. 
feet upon him, though he endeavoured to conceal it 
from me. 

I now found that it would be fl'uitless for me to ex
pect any account$ of the country, or the other great 
river, till I got to the river of the Bear Lake, where I 
expected to find some of the natives, who promised 
to wait for us there. These people had actually men· 
tioned this river to me when we passed them, but I 
then paid no attention to that circumstance, as I ima
gined it to be either a misunderstanding of my inter
preter, or that it was an invention which, with their 
other lies, might tend to prevent me from proceedinlj 
down their river. 

VVe were plentifully supplied with fish, as well dry 
as fresh, by these people; they also gathered as ma
ny hurtle berries as we chose, for which we paid with 
the usual articles of beads, awls, knives, and tin. I 
purchased a few beavel'.skins of them, which, accord
ing to thei:' accounts, are not very numerous in this 
country; and that they do not abound in moose-deer 
and buffaloes. They were alarmed for some of their 
young men, who were killliig geese higher up the ri. 
vel', and entreated us to do them no h<.lt'ln. About 
sun-set I was under the necessity of shooting one of 
their dogs, as we could not keep those animals from 
our bagg·age. It was in vain that I had remonstrated 
on this subject, so that I was obliged to commit the 
act which has just been mentioned. \Vhen these peo
ple heard the I'eport of tht: pistol, and S,LW the dog 
dead, they were seized with a very general alarm, 
and the women took their children on their backs and 
ran into the woods. I ordered the cause of thi:> act 
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of severity to be explained, with the assurance that lit 
injury would be offered to themselves. The woman, 
however, to whom the dog belonged, wa!> very much 
affected, and declared that the loss of five children, 
during the preceding winter, had not affected her so 
much as the death of this animal. But her griefwas 
not of very long duration; and a few beads, &c. soon 
assuaged her sorrow. But as they can, without dif. 
ficulty, get rid of their affliction, they can with equal 
ease assume it. and feign sickness if it be necessary 
with the same versatility. When we arrived this 
morning, we found the women in tears, from an ap. 
prehension that we were come to take them away. 
To the eye of an European they certainly were ob· 
jects of disgust; but there were those among my par. 
ty who Gbserved some hidden charms in these females 
which rendered them objects of desire, and means 
were found, I believe, that very soon dissipated their 
alarms and subdued their coyness. 

On the upper part of the beach, liquorice grew in 
great abundance, and it was now in blossom. I pul. 
led up some of the roots, which were large and long; 
~ut the natives were ignorant of its qualities, and 
-considered it as a weed of no use or value. 

TUI:8day 28. At four this morning I ordered my 
people to prepare for our departure; and while they 
were loading the canoe, I went with the English Chief 
to visit the lodg'es, but the greater part of their inha· 
bitants had quitted them during the night, and those 
that remained pretended sickness, and refused to rise. 
\Vhen, however, they Were convinced that we did not 
mean to take any of them with -us, their sickness 
abandoned them, and when we had embarked, they 
came forth [mm their huts, to desire that we woula 
v!sit their nets, which were at a small distance up the 
lWeI', and take all the fish we might find in them. 
\Ve accol'dingly availed ourselves of this permission, 
and took as many as were necessary for our own 
supply. 

\Ve landed shortly after where there were two more 
) JJ;;l'S, which were full of fish, but without any inha. 
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bitants, who were probably with the natives whom we 
had just left. My Indians, in rumaging these places, 
founel sel"eral articles which they proposed to take; 
I therefore gave beads and awls, to be left as the pur
chase of them; but this act of justice they were not 
able to comprehend, as the people themsel\'es were 
not pI'esent. I took up a net and left a large knife in 
the place of it. It was about foul' fathoms long-, and 
thirty-two meshes in depth: these nets are mucll 
more convenient to set in the eddy current than Olll' 

long one:;. This is the pbce that the Indians call a 
rapid, though we went up it all the way with the 
paddle; so that the current could not be so strong 
here, as in many other parts of the river; incleed, if 
it were so, the difficulty of towing" would be almost in
superable, as in many parts the rocks, which are of a 
gl'eat height, ancl rather project over the \Vatlll', leave 
no shore between them and the 5tream. These pre
cipices abound in swallows' nests. The weather lI"as 
now very sultry, ancl at eleven we were Und(;l' the ne
cessity of landing to gum OUl' canoe. 

In about an haUl' we set forward, and at one in the 
:lfternoon, wellt on ~hore at a fire, which we sllppooed 
to have been kindlecl by the young" men, who as we 
had been already informed, were hunting geese. Out" 
hunters foulld their canoe, ancl the fowl tI,ey had got, 
secreted in the woods; .11lcl soon after, the people 
themselves, whom tiley brought to the water-side. 
Out of two hundred geese we picked thirty-six which 
were eatable; the rest \vere putrill and emitted an 
horrid stench. They had been killed some time with
out having been gutted, and in this stale ofloathsome 
rottenness, we have every I'eason to suppose they arc 
eaten by the natives. \Ve paid fOl' those which We 
had taken, and departed. At seven in the c\'ening, 
the we,lther became cloudy and overcast; ,It eig"ht we 
enC3.1ll [J.ell; at nine, it began to thunder with great 
violence: nn heavy rain succeeded, accompani::d with 
an hurricane, that blew down our tl:llls, and tlne«ten
(.;d to c,(!'1'? away the canot:, which had be~n Ll"t·,'l,ul to 

Q 
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some trees with a cod-line. The storm lasted two 
hours, and deluged us with wet. 

fVedne8day 29. Yesterday the weather was clou. 
dy, and the heat insupportable; and now we could 
not put on clothes enough to keep us wal'm. We em. 
barked at a quarter past four, with an aft wind, which 
drove us on at a great rate, though the current is very 
strong. At ten, we came to the other rapid, which 
we got up with the line on the west side, where we 
found it much stronger than when we went down; 
the water had also fallen at least fiVe feet since that 
time, so that several shoals appeared in the riverwhicQ 
we had not seen before. One of my hunters parrow. 
ly escaped being drowned in crossing a river that falls 
in from the westward, and is the most consiperable, 
except the mountain river, that flows in this direction, 
\Ve had strong northerly and cold wind throughout 
the whole of the day, and took our station for the 
night at a quarter past eight. We killed a goose, and 
caught some young ones. 

1'hurliday 30. We renewed our voyage at fourthis 
morning, after a very rainy night. The weather was 
cloudy, but the cold had moderated, and the wind was 
north-west. We were enabled to employ the aail 
dUl'ing part of the d!'-y, and encamped at about se· 
ven in the evening. We killed eleven old geese, 
and forty young opes, which bad just began to fly~ 
The English Chief was very much irritated against 
one of his young men: that jealousy occasioned this 
uneasiness, and that it was not without very sufficient 
cause, was all I coul~ discover. For the last two or 
three days we had eaten the liquorice-root, of which 
there is great abundance on the banks of the river. 
We found it a powerful astringent • 

.Friday 31. The rain was continual throughout 
the night, and did not su1:>side till nine this morning, 
when we renewed our progress. The wind and wta
ther the S;lme as yesterday. About three in the after
noon it cleared up, and the wind died away, when it 
became warm. At five the wind veered to the east, 
and brought cold along with it. There were plenty 
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of hurtle berrie~, raspberries, and a berry called Pair!?, 
which grows III the greatest abundance. \Ve were ye
ry much impeded in our way by shoals of sanel and 
small stones, which render the water shallow at a 
distance from the shore. In other places the kmk 
of the river is lofty; it is formed of black earth and 
s~nd, and, as it is continually falling, displayed to us, 
in some parts, a face of solid ice, to within a foot of 
the surface. \Ve finished this day's yoyage at a 
quarter before eight, and in the course of it killed se
Yen geese. 

\Ve now had recourse to our corn, for we had onlv 
consumed three days of our original provision sinc~ 
we began to mount the current. It was my intentiun 
to have ascended the river on the south side from the 
last rapid, to discover if there were any rivers of con
sequence that flow from the westward: but the sand
ballk~ were so numerous, and the current so strong, 
that I was compelled to traverse to the opposite silk, 
where the eddy currents al'e very frequent, which 
~'"e us an opportunity of setting our nets, and milk
inS much more he"d-way. 

CHAPTER VII. 

'(l.'igt continu_ed. Suspect t:~e integrity of the mterpreter. ~j.H5 vhluie. 
:::opling::'l)f m;'1cral ':I.Her, Jnd lump~.uflf(ln ore. Alrwe at the Ilvcr (If th~ 
Et:J.r L..lke. C·,)) mille 111 J. S:Jt~ ot cf)mbll~lJ(ln. Water of tile Il\t'C dlIDi~ 
nl~l:ed. Conu·lue to see Inrtl.l11 enumpmt'nts, .. nJ klll.g-~c!oc, NC. Huntmg 
ex, Uf)JOIlS. .\ canoe f,Junr: on 11.,-· edge of a woud. Attt'n.pt to ascend .1. 

W(llHllcllll. A, COunt of the pJ.ssJge to Il. 5ec a few or the natl\'c.:.. Kill 
a De:tver Jnd ,'.'me hJ.r~.:.. Dbl;n uf the Engli::.h chief. KI\l a wolf Change:.!· 
uk ~tdte of UK· weather. HeCf)v.:r lhe Pemmican, which had ueen iuuden ill 
":1 L:-!."ifld. N.1tivc..> fly ~t our ,lil:<L.I.,-)l. uk·et with dug~ Aik,catl{·n with 
tile Eng:l':ih ~hlef. Ac<::uunt (If .1::<:: ..l, llde~ Jdt by the fUl;::ltives. S~oah (,)f th~ 
n',ercO\erej wlthsa!Jne ITIJ'ta. EOlc.trnp at tht: moUlh of the nvt:"r of th~ 

~~~~t~~n theT~~en~~~~~~ ~r~~l~~e ~1~J:c~f S~)~~~r~L.it KI~l~~t~~l~e s~~ j~l~~ ~~~~:~u;.;~-
&c. Conodinc quality of t!lC: "'"!:·.:"I. \Vc~Hher ch .. n~eAl>lC'. Reclch the en· 
L~[1C~ of tJle 5!J',': L<ike. [)Jnb::r~ encounItled on entering It. LL ... ;ltt pike 
3fl' t trout. Met !~1. Le Rl)ux (Jil tre lJ.ke. Fm tiler l.Jn.:um~(aul.U ud uur re 
turn tu Fort Chept:wy-tn. Conc!u.:.lOo of the voy,lge. 

~'J"'~/' 17:;19 J W 
;,:""d"y i.' E embarked at three this morning, the 

weather being clear and cold, with the willd at south
.,,: .. ~t. At three in the;: afternoon we triolversed and 
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landed to take the canoe in tow; here was an ell. 
campment of the natives, which we had reason to sup. 
pose they had qnitted the preceding day. At five we 
pcrcei"ed a family, consisting of a man, two women, 
amI as many children, stationed by the side of the wa. 
tel', whom we had not seen before. They informed 
us, that they had but few fish, and that none of their 
friends were in the neighborhood, except the inhabi. 
tants of one lodge on the other side of the river, and 

man who be\ongecl to them, and who was now occu· 
pied in hunting. I now found my interpreter very 
u\nl"illing to ask suc.h questions as were dictated to 
him, from the apprehension, as I imagined, that I 
might obtain such intelligence as would prevent him 
from sel in!; Athabasca this season. We left him with 
the Indian, and pitched our tents at the same place 
"'here we had passed the night on the fifth of la5l 
month. The English Chief came along with the In· 
dian to our fire; aBd the latter informed us that tlle 
natil"e who went down part of the river with us bad 
pUf;sec1 there, and that we should meet with three 
lodges of his tdbe abore the river of the Dear Lake. 
Of the river to tht;: 1vestward he knew nothingbutfrom 
the reLuion of others. This was the first night since 
Ollr clep~'l"t\ln: [rol~l Athabasca, "'hen it was suffici· 
ently dark to render the stars visible. 

olillday, 2. \\' e set off at three this morning with 
the to.wing-line. I walked with my Indians, as the] 
went fasler than the canoe, and particularly as 1 sus~ 
pee ted that they wanted to arrive at the huts of the 
11atiYes befol":': me; In our way, I obserred several 
'm:all sprin:;'s of mineral water running from the foot 
()f the mOUl1tain, and along the beach I saw several 
luml)s of i!'oll ore. \Vhen \1 e came to the river of 
the Bear L:lb:, I ordered OIl.j; of the young India~s 
to wait [O!' my canoe, and I took my place in thelr 
slll~d! canoe, Tl;Jis rin"!' is about two hundred and 
fifty yards bl"o~l.(l at this place, the water clear and of 
a gt"Cellish colour. \ Vhen I landed 011 th: opposite 
shore, I d iscoH: rcd that the nati les had b~ en there very 
lu'.d~· from the print of their f(.:d j:J tile sand. ,Ve 
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continued walking tili five in the afternoon, when we 
saw several smokes along the shore. As we natural
ly concluded, that these were certain indications 
where we should meet the natives who were the ob
jects of our search, we quickened our pace; but, in our 
progress, experienced a very sulphmeous smell, and 
at length discovered that the whole hank was on fire 
for a very considerable distance. It proved to be a 
coal mine, to which the fire had communicated from 
an old Indian encampment. The beach was covered 
with c0als, and the English chief gathered some of 
the softest he could find, as a black dye ; it bein".the 
minet'al, as he informed me, with which the natives 
render their quills black. 

Here we waited for the large canoe, which arri,'cd 
an hour after us. At half past ten we saw several 
Indian marks, which consisted of pieces of bark fixed 
on poles, and pointing to the woods, opposite to 
which is an old beaten road, that bOl'e the marks of 
being lately frequented; the beach also was covered 
with tracks. At a small distance were the poles of 
five lodges standing; where we landed and unloaded 
our canoe. I then dispatched one of my men and 
two young Indians to see if they could find any na
tives within a day's mat'ch of us. I wanted the Eng
lish chief to go, but he pleaded fatigue, and that it 
would be of no use. This was the firs-t time he had 
refused. to comply with my desire, and jealousy, I be
lieve, was the cau~e of it in the present instance: 
though I had taken every precaution that he. bhould 
not 11ave cause to be jealous of the Canadians. There 
was not, at this time, the least appearance of sn0W 
on the opposite mountains, though they were almost 
covered with it when we passed before. Set 1\\0 
nets, and at eleven o'clock at night the men and In
dians returned. They had been to ~heir first en
campment, \fhere there were foul' fire~, and which 
had been qUitted a shot,t time before; so that they 
were obliged to ma~e the circuit of several small 
lakes, which the natives cross with their canoe~. 
This encampment was on the borders of a lake which 

Q2 
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was too large [01' them to YentUl'e round it, so that 
they did not proceed any further. They SU\V se\'eral 
Leavers and bean:r lodges in those small lakes. They 
killed one of these animals whose fur began to get 
long, a sUI'e indication that the fall of, the year ap
proaches. They :.],0 saw many old tracks of the moose 
and rein-deer. This is the time when the rein-deer 
leaye the plains to come to the woods, as the mus
fjuitoes begin to disappear; I, therefore, a pprehenc\. 
cd that we should not find a single Indian on the ri
hI' side, as they would be in or about the mountains 
,,('(Lin;; ~mlres to take them. 

Jilo71duy, 3. \\' e 15rocecded "ith a strong westerly 
,';iw:, Ott four t11is mOl'nil:g', the weather being clOUl1y 
'~nd colel. At twd I'e it deared up and became fine: 
the CUlTe]];_ "cbo increastd. The watt l' had fallen so 
much since our passage down the ril't'l', that here, as 
in other places, we discovered many shoals which 
wnc not then risible. \'/ e ,killed several geese of a 
Iar:~'cr sizc than those ".Lich we had genenllly seen. 
Se\t:ral In(lian encampments were bec:1l along the ri
n:l', and we Lmdul at eight for the night. 

:I'Ll sdu~', 4·. At fOlll' in the morning we renewed 
Ollr cellne, when it "as fine and calm. The night 
had becn cold and a \'cry heary clew had hdlen. At 
Ilino we 'Ilre "ldilyLl to land in order to gum the ca
noe, when the \V( atller became extremely warm. 
Numerons tracks of rein-deer appeared 011 the side of 
tI.l. river. At lwl[ paot live we took our station for 
ILe niL~ht and set tht: !lets. The current was very 
~trollg all day, and \\e [ound it very difficult to walk 
<,long the beach, [rom the large stones \\ hich were 
' .. "ltereel orer it. 

l/'cdnfsc!U!I, 5. '" c raised OUI' nets, but hael not 
the good fortune to take a single fish. The ,ratel' 
\','as now become so low that the eddy currents would 
Jlot a(~mit of setting them. The CUI rl'p~ had not re
laxed its £trl:!lgth ; and the dilnculty of walking alollg 
lhe beach '\.,5 continued. The air was now become 
~u cold, that our exercise, violt:llt as it "0.1.", ~C~ll ce 
kept U~ II ld:],. "-e p~l~bed Sl \t ral points "Lidl we 
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should not have accQmplished, if the canoe had been 
loaded. \Ve were very much fatiglled, and at si:1 
were glad to conclude OUl' toilsome march. The In
dians killed two geese. The women who did not 
quit the canoe, were continually employed ill making 
shoes of moose·skin, for the men, as a pair did not 
last more than a day. 

Thur8day, 6. The rain prevented us fwm pro
f:eeding till half past six, when we had a strong aft 
wind, which, aided by the padd.Jes, drove us on at u 
great rate. 'Y (; encamped at six to wait for our In
dians. ,,"I1'm1 we had not seen since the morning; 
and at haLf past seven they arrived vcry much dis,it·" 
ti"nccl with their day's journey. Two clays hacl IJ()\I 

ebpsed since we had sten thc least appearance of In. 
dian habitations. 

Friday, 7. "'e embarked at half past three, and 
soon after p<:rceived two rein-deer on the beach Le· 
fore us. 'Ve accortlinf';ly checked cur course j but 
our Indians, in contending who should be the fir5t to 
get Ileal' the,e animals, alarmed and lost them. "Ve, 
hQ\\c\"er, killed a female rein.deer, and fl'Om the 
wounds in her hind-kg:;, it was supposed she had 
been pursued by woll""s, who had devoured her young' 
('ne : her uellier was full of milk, and one of the youn[~ 
In,lians poured it among some boiled corn, which h~ 
ate with great deli~ht, esteeming it a very delicious 
[ooel. At ii,'e in the afternoon we saw an animal run
L i :lg' dong the beach, but could not determinc, wile
tljU" it was a grey fox aI' a dog. In a short time Wt

\,'cn t ashore for the nig'ht, at the entrance of a small 
r;\'e\', as I thought there might be some natives in 
the vicinity of the I)\ace. lorderell my hunters to put 
their ruz~t:s in onlel',and gave them alllmunition to pro
ceed on an hunting' pltrty the next day; they were 
,!loo instructed to di"cO'"cl' if there ,,"ere any natives in 
tile neighboring mountains. I found a small canoe at 
the eclf';c of the woods, which contained a paddle ,tlld a 
!)()\\': it l!.ld beell I'ci,-,.ired thi" Spl ing" anel the work
JllcLl,',hip vf the b:lt'k excelled any that I had yet seen. 
\Ye ~.l\r Sc\'(;i',tl ell~Ctlllpm\::ntsin the course orthe dar. 
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The current of the river was very strong, and along 
the points equal to rapids. 

Saturday 8. The rain was very violent throughout 
the night, and continued till the afternoon of this day, 
when the weather began to clear, with a :strong, cold, 
westerly wind. At three the Indians proceeded on 
the hunting expedition, and at eight they returned 
without having met with the least success; though 
they saw numerous tracks of the rein-deer. They 
came to an old beaten road, which one of them fol
lowed for some time; but did not appear to have been 
lately frequented. The rain now returned and conti
nued till the morning. 

Sunday 9. \Ye renewed our voyage at half past 
three, the weather being cold and cloudy. but at ten 
it became clear and moderate. We sa1\' another ca
noe at the outside of the wood, and one of the Indians 
killed a dog, which was in a meagre, emaciated con
dition. \Ye perceived various places where the na
tives had made their fire:;; for these people reside 
but a short time near the river, and remove from one 
bank to the other, as it suits their -purposes. We 
saw a path which was connected with another on the 
opposite side of the river. The water had risen conside
rably since last night, and there had been a strong cur
rent throughout the day. At seven we made 10 the 
shore and encamped. , 

}'.]onday 10. At three this morning we returned to 
our canoe; the weather tine and clear, with a light wind 
from the south-east. The Indians were before us in 
pursuit of game. At ten we landed opposite to the 
mountains which we had passed on the second of the 
last month, in order to ascertain the variation of the 
compass at this place; but this was accomplished in a. 
very imperfellt manner, as I could not depend on my 
watch. One of the hunters joined us here, fatigued 
and unsuccessflli. As the5e mountains are the last of 
any considerable magnitude on the south-west side of 
the river, I ordered my men to cross to that side of 
it, that I might ascend one of them. It was near 
foul' in the afternoon when I landed, and I lost no time 



North-West Continent oj America. 189 

in proceeding to the attainment of my object. I was 
accompanied only by a young Indian, as the curiosity 
of my peoplt: was subdued by the fatigue they had 
undergone; and we soon had reason to believe that we 
should pay dearly for the indulgence of our own. 
The wood, which was chiefly of bpruce-firs, was so 
thick that it was with great difficulty we made our way 
through it. VVhen we had walked upwards of an 
hour, the underwood decreased, while the white birch 
and poplal' were the rargtst and tallest of their kind 
I had ever seen. Tilt: ground now began to rise and 
was covered with small pint:s, and at length we got 
the first view of the mountains sinct: we had left the 
canoe; as they appeared to be no nearer to us, though 
we had been walking fOl' three hours, than when we 
had seen them )','om the river, my companion expres
sed a very great anxidy to return; his sho,s and leg
gins were tUI'll to pieces, and he was alarmed at tht: 
idea ofpassiilg; through such bad roads during the night. 
I persisted, howt:\'c1', in proceeding, with a detel'mina
tion to pass the ni:;ht on the mountain5 and return on 
the morrow. As We approacht:d them, the ground 
was quitc marshy, and we w~~dt:d in watt:rand grass lip 
to the knt:t:';, till we came within a mile of them, when 
I suddenly sunk up to my arm-pits, and it was witl, 
some difliL,,':ty that I t:xtricated myself from this di".
agreea\;l~ situatiun. I now found it impossiiJie to prc'
ct:t:d : to cross tbis marshy ground in a Hrais';": IlJ;~ 
was impracticable; anti it extended so far to the li"ilt 
and left, that I could not attempt to L),lLe the circteli:: 
I therefore dett:rmined to return to the canot:, anc! ,'.1'

J'in:d thert: about midnight, very mllch fatigued \\ itll 
this fruitless journey. 

'TlIe8day II. \ V e observed sc I": r~,.! tracks along' th e 
G~<t( II, and an encampment at the edge of tlte \';ooc!s, 
which appeared to be EYe or six (bys aiel. Vv' e s;'C"tjl,.! 

hal e continued Ollr routt: along this side of the 1 t'. c', 
but we had not seen our hunter:; since yesterdll), 111"lll

ing. \Ve accordingly embarked before thrte, ,i1',rl <Lt 

;;',e tr,lvel'seu the river, when we saw tIro of tilei.-' 

vJminz down in search of Wi. They had kille(~ l'~ 
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other animals than one beaver, and a few hares. Ac
cording to their account, the woods were so thick 
that it was impossible to follow the game through 
them. They had seen several of the natives' en
campments, at no great dista.nce from the river; and 
it was' their opinion that they had discovered us 
in our passage down it, and had taken care to avoid 
us; which accounted for the small number we had 
seen on our return. I requested the English Chief 
to return with me to the other side of the river, in 
order that he might proceed to discover the na
tives, whose tracks and ha.bitations we had seen 
there; but he was backward in complying with my 
desire, and proposed to send the young men; but 
I could not trust to them, and at the same time was 
become l'ather doubtful of him. They were still afraid 
lest I should obtain such accounts of the other river 
a'l would induce me to travel oycr land to it, and that 
they should be called upon to accompany me, I was, 
indeed, informed by one of my own people, that the 
English Chief, his wives, and companions, had deter
mined to leave me on this side of the Slave Lake, in 
order to go to the country of the Beaycr Indians; and 
that about the middle of the winter he would return 
to that lake, where he had appointed to meet some of 
his relations, who, dUl'ing tbe last sprm!;', had been 
engaged in war. 

W' e now travel'sed the J'iYer, and continued to track 
the Indians till past twelve, when we lost aU traces of 
them; ill consequence, as we imagined, of their hav
ing crossed to the easterIl side. \Ve saw several dogs 
on both shores; and one of the young Indians killed 
a wolf, which the men ate with great satisfaction: we 
shot, also, fifteen young f;ct Se that were now beginning 
to fly. It was eight when '1 e look our evening sta. 
tion, having lost four hours in making our traverses. 
There was no interruption of the fine weather during 
the course of this day. 

Wednesday, 12. 'Ve proceeded on Ollr voyage at 
three this morning, and dispatched the two young 
Indians across the river, thAt we might not miss any 
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of the natives that should be on the banks of it. We 
saw many places where fires had been lately made 
along the beach, as well as fire running in the woods. 
At four we arrived at an encampment which had been 
left this morning. Their tracks were observable in 
several places in -the woods, and as it might be pre
sumed that they could not be at any great distanc", it 
was proposed to the chief to accompany me in search 
ofthem. We accordingly, though with some hesita
tion on his part, penetrated several miles into the 
woods, but without discovering the object of our re
search. The fire had spread all over the country, 
and had burned about three inches of the black, light 
soil, which covered a body of cold clay, that was so 
hard as not to receive the least impression of our 
feet. At ten we returned from our unsuccessful ex
cursion. In the mean time the hunters had killed se
ven geese. Thel'e were several showers of rain, ac
companied with gusts of wincl and thunder. The nets 
had been set during our absence. 

Thur8day 13. The nets were taken up, but not one 
fish was found in them; and at half past three we 
continued our route, with very favourable weather. 
We passed several places, where fires had been made 
by the natives, and many tracks were perceptible along 
the beach. At seven we were opposite the island 
where our Pemmican had been concealed: two of the 
Indians were accordingly dispatched in search of it, 
and it proyed very acceptable, as it rendered us mqre 
independent of the provisions which were to be ob
tained by our fowling pieces, and qualified us to get 
out of the river without that delay which our hunters 
would otherwise have required. In a short time we 
perceived a smoke on the ·shore to the south-west, at 
the distance of three leagues, which did not appeal' to 
proceed from any running fire. The Indians, who were 
a little way a-head of us, did not discover it, being 
erigaged in the pursuit of a flock of geese, at which 
they fired several shots, when the smoke immediate
ly disappeared; and in a short time we saw several 
of the natives run along the shore, some of whom cn-
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tered their canoes. Though we were almo>t opposite 
to them, we ,could not C\'.OS3 the river without goin" 
fllrth(~l' lip it, from the strength of the curr~nt; 1 
there!cl!'e ordered our Indians to make every po "sible 
txertion, in order to speak with them, and wait our 
a:lTival. But as soon as our small canoe struck oR; 
we could perceive the poor affrighted people hasten 
to the shore, and after drawing their canoes on the 
beach, hurry into the woods. It was past ten before 
we lan(led at the place where they had deserted their 
canoes, which \\Cre four in numb:::\'. They were so 
territied that they had left several articles 011 the beach. 
I was yerr much displeased y. ith my Indians, who, 
illstead of seeking tbe Jl1tives, Were dividing their 
pl'0P'~l·ty. I rebuked the Eng-lish Clief ,,-itb some 
'of?\ el'ity fer his conduct, and immediately ordered him, 
his young: 11;l'i1, and my own people, to go in ~earch 
of tbe fu~itives, but their fear~ had made th<:m too 
nimblc: for tIS, and we could not overtake them,. \Ve 
saw ,,\: ,u~d dogs in the woods, ,,_nd some of them fol
h',',-,":! us to Clur canoe. • 

'I'll,; English Chief was vcry much displeased at my 
l'C1";-oaLhcs, ~Ild e:q)J'essed lJimsclf to me in ptrson to 
til,,( eRect. This was the very opportunity which I 
\\ anted, to make him acquainted with my dissatisfac
tion for some time past. I stated to him that I had 
tome a t':l't:at way, ar:d at ;::. '.ery considerable ex
],ense, without h.l',ill",- cUlnpleated the object of my 
\, ishes, and that I suspected he ha(l concealed from 
'lie Cl pl'incipal part (>1' what the natives had told him 
1 'c"f'l'cli!l>;' the country, Jest he should be obliged to 
follcJ\, mt: that his reason for Hot killing game, &c. 
1\'a, his jtalou3Y, which likewise preventtd him from 
!uoking after the natil,ts as he ought; ancl that we 
I !lld never given him any cause for .my suspicions of us. 
T :1e,e sUs:~-cstions irritated him in a \ ':ry high degree, 
,'cnc.! he accused me of speaking; ill words to hill); he 
,!:Ilied the cbarge of jealousy, and decbred that he 
ud tlot cOllc·.':al any thing' fl'Olll us; and th"t as to the 
:i1 Slit I cSS of their hunting, it arose f"om tile nature 
'i.f t~le (Otl~!~;:y, iJ.UU tIli.:' 51':~l1city, ,~l:icil h~td h:t.h~l'tQ 
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lIppeared, @f animals in it. He concluded by infbrm
ing In"e, that he would not accompany 1I1e any further: 
that tbough he was without ammunition, he could live 
in the same manner as the slaves (the name given to 
the inhabitants of that part of the country,) and that 
be would remain among them. His harangue was 
succeeded bv a loud and bitter lamentation; and his 
relations assisted the yociferations of his grief; though 
they said that their tears flowed for their dead friends. 
I did net interrupt their grief for two hours, but as I 
could not do well withollt them, I was at length obliged 
to soothe it, and induce the chief to change his resolu
tion, which he did, but with great apparent reluc
tance; when we embarked as we had hitherto done. 

The articles which the fugitives had left behind 
them, on the present occasion, were bows, arrows 
snares for moose and rein-deer, and for hares; to 
these may be added a few dishes made of bark, some 
skins of the martin and the heaver, and old beaver 
i'obes, with a small robe made of the skin of the lynx. 
Their canoes were coarsely made of the bark of the 
.spruce-fir, and will carry two or three people. I or
dered my men to remove them to the shade, and g'ave 
most of the other articles to the young Indians. The 
English Chief wonld not accept of any of them. In 
the place, and as the purchase of them, I left some 
doth, some small knives, a file, h\o fire-steels, a 
comb, rings, with beads and awls. I also ordered a 
martin skin to be placed on a proper mould, and II 

beaver skin to be stretched on a frame, to which I ti
ed a scraper. The Indians were of opinion that all 
these articles would be lost, as the natiYes were so 
much frightened that they would never return. Here 
we lost six hbUI'S; and on om' quitting the place, three 
of the dogs which I have already mentioned followed 
us along the beach. 

We pitched our tents at half past eight, at the en
trance of the river of the mountain; and while the 
people were unloading the canoe, I took a walk alon!; 
the beach, and 011' the shoals, which being uncovere4 
since we passed down, by the sinking of the waters" 

R 
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were now white with a saline substance. I ~ent for 
the English Chief to sup with me, and a dram or two 
dispelled all his heart-buming and discontent.. lie 
informed me that it was a custom with the Chepe. 
wyan Chiefs to go to war after they had shed tears, in 
order to WIpe away the disgrace attached to such a 
feminine weakness, and that in the ensuing spring he 
should not fail to execute his design: at the same 
time he declared his intention to continue with us as 
long as I should want him. I took care that he 
~hould carry some liquid consolation to his lodge, to 
prevent the return of his chagrin. The weather was 
tine, and the Indians kiIIed three geese. 

Friday 14_ At a quarter before four this morning, 
we returned to {)ur canoe, and went about two miles 
lip the river on the mountains. Fire was in the 
ground on each side of it. In tl'aversing I took sound. 
ings, and found five, four and an half, and three and an 
half, fathoms water. Its ~tream was very muddy, and 
formed a cloudy streak along. the water of the great rio 
vel', on the west side of the eastern rapid, where the 
waters of the two rivers at length blend in one. It 
Wd.S impossible not to consider it as an extraordinary 
c:irCUl1).stance, that the current of the former river 
~hould not incorporate with that of the latter, but flow, 
as it wel'e, in distinct litreams at so great a distance, 
and till the contt'acted state of the channel unites them. 
We passed several encampments of the natives, and 
a river which flowed in from the north, that had the 
appearance of being navigable. We concluded our 
';OVdO'e cf this day at half past five in the aftt-rnoon. 
'.rl;el:"e were plenty of berries, which my people called 
jwires; they are of a purple hue, somewhat bigger 
than u pea, and of a luscious taste; there were also 
goosebelTies and a few strawberries. 

Saturday 15. \Ve continued OUI' course from three 
in the morning till half pabt five in the afternoon. 
\Ve saw several encampments along the beach, till it 
became two, narrow to admit them j when the banks 
rose into a considerable degree of elevation, and there 
wue more ed.dy C\ll'l'el1t~. The Illdians killed twelv~ 
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~ec~e, and berries were collected in great abundance. 
The: weather was sultry throughout the dleY. 

Sunday 16. We continued our voyage at a quarter 
veforc four, ami in fiye hours pu%ed the place where 
we had been stationed on the 13th of Jnne. Here the 
river widened, and its shores became fiat. The land 
on the north side is low, composed of a black soil, 
mixed with stones, but agreeably covered with the as
pen, the poplar, the white birch, the sjJruce-fir, &c. 
The current was so moderate, that we proceeded up
on it almost as hst as in dead water. At twelve we 
pa~secl an encampment of three fires, which was the 
only one we saw in the course of the day. The wea
ther was the saFlle as yesterday. 

1I1onday 17_ \ Ve proceeded at half past three; and 
saw three successive encampments. From the pe
culiar structure of the huts, we imagined that some 
of the Red-Knife Indians had been in this part of the 
country, though it is not usual for them to come this 
way. I had lust night ordered the young Indians to 
precede us, for the purpose of hunting, and at ten we 
overtook them. They had killed five young SWl'.IlS; 

and the Englibh Chief presented us with an eagle, 
three crane~, a small beavel', and two geese. ""Ve cm
camped at bevt'n this evening, on the same spot which 
had been our resting-place on the 2c,th of June. 

Tue8doy 18. At foUl' this morning I eCluippcel all 
the Indians for an hunting excUl'sion, and sent them 
onward, as our stock of provision was nearly exhaust
eel. \Ve followed at half past six, and crossed over 
to ihe north shore, where the land is low and scarcely 
visible in the horizon. It was near twelve when we 
arrived. I now got an observation, when it was 61. 33. 
north lat. \Ve were near five mile~ to the north of 
the m<ein channel of the river. The fresh tracks and 
beels of buffaloes were very perceptible. Near this 
place a river flowed in from the IIorn mountains 
which ~ll'e al,'no great distance. \Ve landed at five in 
the afternoon, and before the canoe was unloaded, the 
Engli.,h Chief arrived with the tongue of a cow, or 
Iemale buflilloe, when four men and the Indians were 
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!lispatched for the flesh; but they did not return till 
it was dark. They informed me, that they had seen 
~everal human tracks in the sand on the opposite isl
and. The fine weather continued without interruptioll, 

Wednesday, 19. The Indians were again seht fol'. 
ward in pursuit of game: and some time being em
ployed in gumming the canoe, we did not embark 
till half past five. and at nine we landed to wait (he 
return of the hunters. I here found the variation of 
the compass to be about tw~nty degrees east. 

The people made themselves paddles and repail'ell 
the canoe. It is an extl'aordinary circumstance for 
which I do not pretend to account, that there is some 
peculiar quality in the water of this river, which cor
rodes wood, from the destl'Uctive effect it had on the 
paddles. The hunters arrived at a late hour without 
h",ving seen any large animals. Their booty consist
ed only of three swans and as many geese. The wo
men were employed in gathering cranberries and 
crowberries, which were found in great abundance. 

Thursday, ~O. vVe embarked at four o'clock, and 
took the north side of the channel, though the cur
rent was on that side much stl'onger, in order to take 
a view of the river, which had been mentioned to me 
in our passage downwards, as flowing from the coun· 
try of the Beaver Indians, and which fell in here
abouts. vVe could not, however, discovel' it, and it is 
probable that the account was referable to a river 
which we had passed on Tuesday. The current 
was very strong, and we crossed over to an island op
posite to us; here it was still more impetuous, and 
assumed the hurry of a rapid. \Ve found an awl and 
a paddle on the side of the water ; the former we 
knew to belong to the Knistineaux: I supposed it to 
be the chief Merde-d'ours and his party, who went to 
war last spring, and had taken this route on their re
turn to Athabasca. Nor is it improbable that they 
may have been the cause that we saw ff0 few orthe 
natives on the banks of this river. The weather was 
raw and cloudy, and formed a very unpleasant COH

~rait to the warm, sunny days which immediately 
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preceded it. ,\Ve took up our abode for the night at 
half past seven, on the nOl,them SHore, where the ad
jacent country is both low and flat. The Illdians kill
ed five young swans, and a beaver. There was an 
appearance of rain • 

.Friday, 21. The weather was cold, with a strong 
easterly wind and frequent showers, 60 that we were 
detained in our station. In the afternoon the Indians 
got on the track of a moose-deel', but were not 50 for
tunate as to overtake it. 

f:iaturday, 22. The wind veered round to the west
ward, and continued to blow strong and cold. \Ve, 
ho\ycyer, renewed our voyage, and in three hours 
reached the entrance of the Slave Lake, under half 
sail ; with the paddle, it would have taken us at least 
eight hours. The Indians did not arrive till four 
bours after us; but the wind was so violent, that it 
was not expedient to Yenture into the lake; we'there
fore set a net and encamped for the night_ The wo
men gathered large quantities of the fruit, already 
mentioned, called Pathagomenan, and cranberries, 
Howberries, moose berries, &c. The Indians killed 
two swans and three geese. 

Sunday, :2 3. The net produced but five small pike, 
and at five \\ e embarked, and entered the lake by the 
same channel through which we had passed from it. 
The south-west side would have been the shortest, 
but we were not certain of there being plenty of fish 
along the coast, and we were sure of finding abun
dance of them in the course we preferred. Besides, 
I expected to find my people at the place where I left 
them, as they had recei ved orders to remain there 
till the fall. 

VVe paddled a long way into a deep bay to get the 
wind, and having left our mast behin~ U!;, we landed 
to cut another. We then hoisted sail and were driv
en on at a great rate. At twelve the wind and swell 
were augmented to. such a degree, that our under 
yal'd broke, but luckily the mast thwart resisted, till 
we had time to fasten down the yard with a pole., 
witIlOut lowering sail. We took in a large quantity 

R2 
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of water, and had our mast given way, in all proba~ 
biJity, we should have filled and sunk. Our course 
contiEued to be very dangerous, along a flat lee 
shore, without being able to land till three in the af. 
ternoon. Two men were 'continually employed in 
bailing out the water which we took in on all sides. 
'Ve fortunately doubled a point that screened Us from 
the wind and swell, and en-camped for the night, in 
mder to wait for our Indians. We then set our nets, 
made a yard and mast, and gummed the canoe. On 
visiting the nets, we found six white fish, and two 
pike. The women gathered cranberries and crow
berries in great plenty; and as the night came on, 
the weather became more moderate_ 

Monday 24. Olir nets this morning produced four
teen white fish, ten pikes, and a couple of trouts. A' 
five we embarked with a light breeze from the south, 
when we hoisted sail, and proceeded slowly, as OUI' 

Indians had not come up with us. At eleven we went 
')n shore to prepare the kettle, and dry the nets; at 
one we were again on the water. At four in the af
terno'on we perceived a large canoe with a sail, and 
two small one. a head; we soon came up with them, 
when they proved to be M. Le Houx and an Indian, 
\vith his family, who wel'e on a hunting party, and had 
been out twenty-five days. It was his intention to have 
gone as far as the river, to leave a letter for me, to in
form me of his situation. He had seen no more In
dians where I had left him; but had made a voyage to 
Lac la Marte, where he met eighteen small canoeS of 
the Slave Indi.ans, from whom he obtained five packs 
(If ~kins, which were principally thos€ of the martin. 
There wel'e four Beaver Indians among them, who had 
bartered the greatest part of the above-mentioned arti
cles with them, before his arrival. They informed him 
that their relations had more skins, but that they were 
afraid to ventllre with them, though they had been in
formed that peopfe were to come '"ith goods to barter 
fOI' them. He gave these people a pair of ice chisels. 
each, and other al'tidcs, and sent theiu away to con· 
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duct their friends to the Slave Lake, where he was to 
remain during the succeeding winter. 

\Ve set three nets, and in a short time caught 
twenty fish of different kinds. In the dusk of the 
evening the Engli:;h Chief arrived with a most pitiful 
account that he had like to have been drowned ill try
ing to follow us ; and that the other men had also a very 
narrow escape. Their canoe, he said, had broken 011 

the swell, at some distance from the shore, but as it 
was flat, they> had with his assistance been able to 
save them~elves. He added, that he left them la
menting, lest they should not overtake me, if I did 
not wait for them: he also expressed his apprehen
sions thaI they would not bt' able to repair their ca
noe. This evening I gave my men SOrtlC rum to 
cheer them after their fu.tigues. . 

Tue8day 25. vVe rose this morning at a late hour, 
when we visited the nets, which produced but few fish: 
my l)eople, indeed, partook of the btores of IvI. Le Roux. 
At eleveil the young Indians arrived, and reproached 
me for having left them so far behind. They had 
killed two swans, and brought me one of them. The 
wind was southerly thi'ou~hout the day, and too 
strong for us to depart,' as we were ~~t the foot of a 
grand traverse. At noon I had an observation, which 
gave 61. 29. north latitude. Such was the state of 
the weather, that we could not visit onr nets. In the 
afternoon the sky dal'kcnecJ, and there was light
ning, accompanied with loud claps of thunder. The 
wind also "eel·cd I'ouild to the westward, and blew 
an hurricane. 

TVcdneiiday 26. It rained throughout the night, and 
till eight in the morning, without any alteration in the 
wind. Th(; Indians went un an- hunting excursion, 
but return' d altogethet· without success in the even
ing. One of them was so .unfortunate as to miss a 
moose-deer. In the aftcI'noon there were heavy 
showers, with thunder, (zc. 

Thur8day 27. \Ve embarked at four, and hoi~ted 
sail. At nine we landed to dress victuals, ancl wait 
for M. Le Roux ,mel the Indians. At ekven we pr<J~ 
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ceeded with fine and calm weather. At four in the af. 
ternoon a light breeze sprang up to the southward, to 
which we spread our sail, and at half past five in the 
afternoon went on shore for the night. \Ve then set 
our nets. The English Chief and his people being 
quite exhau'ited with fatigue, he this morning expres. 
sed his desire to remain behind, in order to proceed 
to the country of the Beaver Indians, engaging at the 
same time that he would rclul'l1 to Athabasca in the 
course of the winter. 

Friday 28. I t blew very hard throughout the night, 
and this morning, so that we fuund it a business of 
some difficulty to get to our nets; our trouble, how. 
ever, was repaid by a considerable quantity of white 
fish, trout, &c. Towards the afternoon the wind in· 
creased. Two of the men who had been gathering 
berri::s saw two moose·deer, with the tracks of buffa· 
loes and rein·deer. About sun-set we hear(,). two 
shots, and saw a fire on the opposite side of the bay; 
we accordingly ma~le a l"rge fire also, that our posi. 
tion might be determined. \Vhen we were all gone 
to bed, we heard the report of a gun very near us, 
and in a very short time, the English Chief presented 
himself drenched with wet, and in milch apparent 
confusion informed me that the ("anoe with his com
p"nions was broken to pieces; and that they had lost 
their fowling pieces, and the flesh ofa rein-deer, which 
they had killed this morning. They were, he said, 
at a very short distance from us; and at the same 
time requested that fire might be sent to them, as 
they were starving with cold. They and his women, 
howel'er, soon joined us, and were immediately accom· 
modated with dry clothes. 

~'atu1"day 29. I sent the Indians on an hunting par· 
ty, but they retumed without success; and they ex· 
pressed their determination not to follow me any fur
ther, fmm their apprehension of being drowned. 

,s'unday 30. We embal'ked at one this morning, 
and took fl·om the nets a large trout, and twenty white 
fish. At sun-rise a smart aft breeze sprang up, which 
wafted Wi to M. Le Roux's house by two in the af-: 
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tern0011. -It was late before he and Ollr Indians a1'l'iv. 
ed j when, according to a promise which I had made 
the btter, I gave them a plentiful equipment of iron 
ware, ammnnitioll, tobacco, f"c. as a recompence fo\' 
the toil ancl inconvenience they had sllstained with 
me. 

I proposed to the English Chief to proceed to the 
country of the Beaver Indians, and bring- them to dis
pose of theil' peltries to M. Le Roux, whom I intend
ed to leave, there the ensuing winter. He had alrea
dy engaged to be at Atimbasca, in the month of March 
next, with plenty of furs. 

foJonday :; I. I sat up all night to make the neces
sary arrangements for the embarkation of this mom
ing, and to prepare instrClctions for M. Le Roux. 
\,y e obtained some provisions here, and parted from 
him at five, with fine calm weather. It soon, howe
ver, became necessary to land on a small island, to 
stop the leakage of the canoe, which had been occa
sioned by the Rhot of an al'l'OW under the water-mark, 
by some Indian children. While this business was 
proceeding, we took the opportunity of dressing some 
fish. At twelve the wind sprang up from the south. 
east, which was in the teeth of our direction, so that 
our· progress was greatly impeded. I had an obser
vation, which gave 62. 15. north latitude. '\lYe 
landed at seven in the evening, and pitched our tents. 

Se/ltember, l'ucsday I. We continued our voyage at 
five in the morning-, the weather calm and fine, and pas
sed the Isle a la Cache about twelve, but could not 
perceive the land, which was seen in our former pas
sage. On passing the Carrebceuf Islands, at five in 
the afternoon, we saw land to the south by west, which 
we thought was the opposite side of the lake, stretch
ing away to a gr-eat distance. \Ve landed at half past 
six in the evening, when there was thunder, and an 
appearance of change in the weathet'. 

Wednesday 2. It rained and blew hard the latter 
part of the night. At half past five the rain subsided, 
when we made a traverse of t\\ dve miles, and took 
ill a good deal of water. At twelve it became calm, 
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·when I had an observation, which gave 61, 56, north 
latitude. At three in the afternoon there was.a slight 
breeze from the \re~tward, which soon increased, 
when we hoisted sail, and took a traverse of twenty. 
four miles for the point of the old Fort, where we ar. 
rived at 1;even, and stopped for the nig-ht. This tra. 
verse shortened our \~ ay three leagues; indeed we 
did not expect to have cleared the lake in 'Such a short 
time. 

1 hU1"sday. 3. It blew with great violence through. 
(Jut the night, and at four in the morning- we embark· 
ed, when we did not make more than five miles in 
three hours without stopping; notwithstanding we 
were sheltered. from the swell by a long bank. We 
now entered the small river, \\ here the wind could 
have no effect upon us. There were freqttent showers 
in the course of the day, and we encamped at six in 
the evening. 

Fririlay, 4. The morning was dark and cloudy, ne· 
"ertheless we embarked at five; but at ten it c\eareti 
up. We saw a few fowl, and at seven in the even· 
ing went on shore for the night. 

,iatlirday 5. The weather continued to be cloudy. 
At Eve we proceeded, and at eight it began to rain 
very hard. In about half an hour we put to shore, and 
were detained fOl'the remaining ·part of the day. 

Sunday 6. It rained throughout the night, with a 
!ltl'Ong north wind. Numerous flocks of wild fo,,1 
passed to the southward: at six in the afternoon, the 
rain, in some measure, subsided, and we embarked, 
but it soon returned with ren~weJ violence; we ne· 
vertheless took the advantage of an aft wind, though 
it cost us a complete drenching. The hunters killed 
seven geese, and we pitched our tents at half past six 
in the evening. 

1!1onday, 7. 'Ve were on the water at five this 
morning, with an head wind, accompanied by suc· 
cessive showers. At three in the aftel'noon we ran 
the canoe on a stump, and it filled with water before 
she could be got to land. Two hours wt:re employed 
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in repairing her, and at seven in the evening we took 
our station for the night. 

Tuesday, 8. We renewed our voyage at half past 
four in a thick mist which lasted till nine, when it 
cleared away, and fine weather succeeded. At three 
in the afternoon we came to the first carrying place, 
Portage des Noye8, and encamped at the upper end of 
it to dry OUl' clothes, some of which were almost rot
ten. 

JVedne8day, 9. We embarked at five in the morn
ing, and our canoe was damaged on the men's shoul
ders who were bearing it over the carrying-place, 
called Portage du Cheti'lue. The guide repaired her, 
110 wever, while the other men were employed in car
rying the baggage. The canoe was gummed at the 
carrying-place, named Portage de la flIontagne. Af. 
tel' having passed the carrying-places, we encamped 
at the Dog River, al half past four in the afternoon, 
in a state of great f.l.tigue. The canoe was again 
gummed, and padcllts were made to replace those 
that had been broken in ascending the rapids. A 
swan was the only animal that "ie killed throughout 
the day. 

l'Izur8day, 10. There was rain and violent wind 
during the night: in the morning' the former subsid
ed and the latter increased. At half past five we con
tinued our course with a north-westerly wind. At 
seven we hoisted sail: in the forenoon there were 
frequent showers of rain and hail, and in the after
noon two showers of snow: the wind was at this 
time very strong, and at bix in the en:ning we Ialld
ed at a lodge of Knisteneaux, cOI1!>istin!{ of three;: 
men and fin; women .mel children. They were on 
their return frOth war, and one of them was very 
sick: they separated from the rest of their party in 
the enemy's coulltry, from absolute hunger. Aft<;:r 
this separation, they met with a family of the hostile 
tl'ibe, whom they destroyed. They wert: elllirely i,;. 
norant of the fate of theil' friends, but imagined, that 
they had returned to the Peace River, or had perished 
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for want of food. I gave medicine to the sick,- and 
a small portion of ammunition to the healthy; which, 
indeed, they very much wanted, as they had entirely 
lived for the last six months on the produce of their 
bows and arrows, They appeared to have been 
great sufferers by their expedition. 

Friday, 11. It froze hard dm'ing the mght, and 
was very cold throughout the day, with an appear. 
ance of snow. \Ve embarked at half past four ill 
the morning, and continued our course till six in the 
evening, when we landed for the night at our en. 
campment of the third of June. 

fjatU1'day, l~. The weather was cloudy and also 
very cold. At eight we embarked with a north-east 
wind, and entered the lake of the Hills. About ten, 
the wind veered to the westward, and was as strong 
as \Ie could bear it with the high sail, so that we ar· 
rived at Chepewyan fort by three o'clock in the af. 
te1'lloon, where we found Mr. Macleod, with five 
men, busily employed in building a new house. Here, 
then, we concluded this voyage, which had occupied 
the consiclel'able space of one hundred and two 
days. 

,.. This mao had conceived an idea, that the people with whom he had bee1l 
nt war, had thrown medIcine at him, which had caused his present complaint, an'i'., 
that he des~aired of recuvery. The natives are so super~tltious, that this Idea a .. 
lOl1e ~V.lS sutlielcnt to kill him. Of this \VeJ.ktH~SS I took advantage; and assured 
hun, tl1.;t If he would nevermore go t,:, Wiir WltR such poor defenceless people, 
tbJt 1 would cure him. To this proposlllOn he readily consented, and on my fY· 
:Hlg hun medicine l which comisted of 'furlington's balsam, mixed in watert 1 de.. 
rJ<\red, that It would lose it~ effect, if he wa~ not bincere in the l1fOmise tnat be 
m.h.ic me. In short, he actually recovered, was true to his en~ageme'lts, alII (II 
... 11 OC(4SiORS lllalufe5led llis gr;"tlludt..: to me. 
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1792, J T I ' 
Dclob<'r 10, l' A VIN G made every necessary preparatIOn, 
I left Fort Chepewyan to proceed up the Peace-River. 
I had resolved to go as far as our m05t distant settle
ment, which wou1cl OCC1.IPY the remaining part of the 
season, it being the route by which I proposed to at
tempt my next discovery, across the mOllntLlins fl'Oln 
the sourct! of that river; for whatever distance I 
could reach this fall, would be a proportionate ad
vancement of my voyage. 

In C<Jme(!uence of this design, I left the establish
ment of Fort Chepewyan, in charge of Mr. Roderic 
f\IacLenzie, accompanied by tw'O canoes laden with 
the necessary articles for tl-<l.(\e: we accordingly steered 
west 1'01' one 'Of the branches th~.t communicates with 
the l',ace HiveI', calkd the Pine Rivel' ; at the en
trance 'Of which we waited for the other canoes, in, 
'Order to take some supplies from them, as I had rea
son to appreht!nd that they would not be able t'O keep 
lip with liS. \\' e enkred the Peace Ri,'er at seven in 
the mOl'lling of the 12th, taking a 'westerly course. 
It is evident, that all the lancl between it ancl the Lake 
of the Hills, as i~lr as the Elk River, is formed by the 
(luantity of earth and mud, which i~al'l'ied down by 
the streams of those two grt!ut rivers. I n this space 
there are several hIkes. The lake Clear Water, which 

S 
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is the deepest, Lake Vassieu, and the Athabasca 
Lake, which is the l<trgest of the three, and whose de
nomination in the Knisteneaux language, implies, a 
fiat, low, swampy countl'y, subject to inundations. Th~ 
two last lakes are now so shallow, that, from the cause 
just mentioned, there is every reason to expect, that 
in a few years, they will have exchanged their cha
racter and become extensive forests. 

This country is ~o level, that, at some seasons, it is 
entirely overflowed, which accounts for the periodical 
influx and reflux of the waters between the Lake of 
the Hills and the Peace River. 

On the) 3th at noon we came to the Peace Point; 
from which, according to the report of my interpre
ter, the river derives its name; it was the spot where 
the Knisteneaux and Beaver Indians settled their dis
pute; the real name of the river and point being that 
of the land which was the object of contention. 

vVhen this country was formerly in··aded by the 
Knisteneaux, they found the Beaver Indians inhabit
ing·the land about Portage La Loche ; and the adjoin
ing tribe were those whom they called slave~. They 
drove both these tribes before them; when the latter 
proceeded down the river from the Lake of the Hills, 
in consequence of which that part of it obtained the 
name of the Slave River. The former proceeded up 
the river; and when the Knisteneaux macle peace witll 
them, this place was settled to boe the lJoundary. 

,,, e continued our voyage, and J did not find the cur
rent so strong in this rivel' as I had been induced to 
believe, though this, perhaps, was not the period to 
form a correct notion of that circumstance, as 'leU as 
of the breadth, the water being very low; so th~t the 
stream has not appeared to me to be, £11 any part that 
I have seen, more than a quartel' of a mile ,ride. 

The weather wa!, cold and raw, so as to render our 
progress unpleasant; at the same time we did not reo. 
lax in our expedition, and, ht three on the afternoon of 
the 17th, we a';,ed at the falls. The river at this 
place is abollt four hundred yards broad, and the fall 
eLlJuut twenty feet hig'h: the fir5t carrying place is eight 
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hundred paces in length, and the last, which is about a 
mile onwards, is something more than two thirds of 
that distance. Here we found several fires, from which 
cl\'cnmstance we concluded, that the canoes desti nell 
for this quarter, which left the fort some days before us, 
could not be far a-head. The weather continued to be 
vel'y cold, and the snow that fell dm'ing the night was. 
several inches de\:!p. 

On the morning of the 18th, as soon as we got out 
of the draught of the fall, the wind being at north~ 
east, and strong in our favor, we hoisted sail, which 
carried us on at a considerable rate against the cur
rent, and passed the Loon River before twelve o'clock; 
from thence we soon came along the Grand Isle, at 
the upper end of which we encamped for the night. 
It now froze very hard: indeed, it had so much the 
appearance of winter, that I began to entertain some 
alarm lest we might be stopped by the ice: we there
fore set off at three o'clock in the moming of the 
19th, and about eight we landed at the Old Establish~ 
ment. 

The passage [mm this place to Athabasca having 
been surveyed by M. Vandrieul, formerly in the com
pany's service, I did not think it necessary to give 
any particular attention to it ; I shall, however, just 
observe, that the course in general [rom the Lake of 
the Hills to the falls, is westerly, and as much to the 
north as the south of it, from hence it is about west
south-west to this [art. 

The country in general is low from our entrance o[ 
the river to the falls, and with the exception of a few 
open parts covered with grass, it is clothed with wood. 
,)'Vhere the banks are very low the soil is good, be
ing composed of the sediment of the river and pu
trelied leaves and vegetables. Where they are more 
elevated, they display a fuce of yellowish clay, mixed 
with small stones. On a line with the falls, and on 
either side of the river, there are said to be very ex
ten"ive plains, which alford pas*e to numerous 
herds of buffaloes. Our people a·head slept here last 
night, and, from their carelessness, the fire \\las COlli-



:208 journal oj a VOljag~ through the 

municated to, and burned clown, the large hOllse, and 
was proceeding fast to the smaller buildings when we 
arrived to exting-uish it. 

'Ve continued our \oyage, the course of the rivel' 
I,eing bOllti1-,,-e~t by "bt one mile and a quarter, 
~,outh by ea~t one mile, south-west by south thret 
miks, 'H:l>t by sOllth one mile, south-south-\",est two 
mik3, south four mile~, south-west seven miles allel an 
half, soulh Lv ',I-cst one mile, north-north-west two 
miles and an 'half, south Eye miks and a quarter, 
Ciouth-west one mile and a half, north-east bv east 
1 hl'te miles and all half, and sO\lth-eust by e,"~t one 
:mile. 

'Ve overtook Mr. Findl:H', with his canoes, who 
WitS encamped near the fort 'of which he was going to 
Utk.;; the charge, dming the ensuing winter, ami made ev
ery necessary preparative for 3. becoming; appea!'<,nce on 
<JU1' aniv,ll the following morning, j'\lthollgh I hali 
been bince the year 1787 in the .-\thabasca country, I 
had never yet st:en a single nativt: of that part of it 
-whir:h we had now reached. 

At six o'clock in the mOl'l1in2' of the '20th, we landed 
\.>,,[ore the house, al1licht the rejoicing and firing 
of tile peop\c, who were animated with the prospect 
of a~-ain indulging themselves in the luxlll'y of rum, 
()f which they had been dq))'in:d since the beginning 
of May; as it is a Fl'actict: thoughollt the north-wc~t, 
neither to sell 01' give an)' rllm to tb.;; nati\'es during 
the s\IInmel'. There \nt, at (his tiu.e onlv Gne Chid 
with his people, the other two being houri y expecttel 
with theil' bands: and on the 21st ami :2 2, they all ar
riVed except tile war Chief and fifteen men. As they 
"ery soon e::pre~sed their desire of tbe expected re
g-:J:::, I called them together, to the number of forty
t-,j-O hunters or men c<lpal,le of bearing arms, to offer 
some achice, which \\ Olllet be eq nally ael vautageous to 
them and to us, and I stl'engtheucd my admonition 
with a nine gallon c~,,,k or I'educ'cel I'um, ~md a quantity 
G,r to~acco. j\t 461:e, same time I ~bsel'\'ed, that as I 
~IlOllld not often VISit them, I hac! 111btanceci a greater 
uq';I'~e of li'uerality than they had been accustomed to. 
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The number of peop1c belonging to this establish
ment amounts to about three hundred, of which sixty 
are hunters. Although they appear from their lan
guage to be of the same stock as the Chepewyans, they 
differ from them in appearance, manners, and cus
toms, as they have adopted those of theil' enemies, 
the Knisteneaux: they ~peak their language, as 
well as cut their hair, paint, and (ll'ess like them, and 
possess their immoderate fondness for liquor and to
bacco. This description, however, can be applied 
only to the men, as the women are less adorned e
ven than those of the Chepewyan tribes. \ V e COll lel 
not observe, without some degree of surprise, the 
contrast between the neat and decent appearance of 
the men, and the nastiness of the women. I am dis, 
posed, however, to think that this circumstance is ge
nerally owing to the extreme submission and aha5e., 
ment of the la.tter: for I observed, that one of thc 
Chiefs allowed two of his ,yives more liberty and fa
miliarity than were accorded to the others, as well as 
a more becoming exterior, and their appearance wa~ 
proportionably pleasing. I shall, however, take a 
future opportunity to speak more at large all this sub
ject. 

There were frequent changes of the weather in 
the course of the day, and it froze rather hard in 
the night. The thickness of the ice in the morning 
was a suHicient notice for me to proceed. I accord
ingl)' gave the natives some good counsel as might 
influence their uehal'iol', communicated my directions 
to Mr. Findlay for his future conduct, and took Ill\' 
kaye uncle!' ~ever<ll vollies of lUllsketry, on th~ 
mOl'11ing of the 23cl. I had already dispatched my 
loaded canoes two days before, with directions to 
co.,linue th"ir progress withont waiting fo!' ll1<l. Ou!' 
cour"e was south-south-east om: mile and an half, 
south three (luarters; east seven miles and an hall', 
veering gradually to the west f~ur.lliles,and an half. 
South-east by south three mlle"'solltn-east thrt:e 
miles allli an half, east-south-easL Lo Long Point 
three miles, south-west one mile (md a quarter, cas:. 

52 
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by north four miles and three quarters, west three 
miles and a half, west-south-west one mile, east by 
south five miles and a half, south three miles and 
three quarters, south-east by south three miles, east
south-east three miles, east-north-east one mile, when 
there was a river that flowed in on the right, east 
two miles and a half, east-south-east half a mile, 
>south-east by south seven miles and an. half, south 
two miles, south-south-east three miles and an half; 
in the course of which we passed an island south 
by west, where a rivulet flowed in on the right, one 
mile, east one mile and an half, south five miles, 
south-east by south four miles and an half, south
west one mile, south-east by east four mIles and an 
half, west-south-west half a mile, south-west six miles 
and three quarters, south-east by south one mile and 
an half, south one mile and an half, south-east by 
south two miles, south-,yest three quarters of a 
mile, wuth-east by south two miles and an half, ea~t 
by south one mile and three quarters, south two 
nliles, south-east one mile and an half, south-south
east half a mile, east by south two miles and an 
half, north-east, three miles, south-we:;t by we&t 
l'5hort distance to the establishment of last year, east
north-east four miles, south-south-east one mile and 
three quarters, south half a mile, south-east by south 
three quarters of a mile, north-east by east one mile, 
south three miles, south-south-east one mile and >three 
quarters, south by east four miles and an half, south
west three miles, south by ea5t two miles, south by 
west one mile and an half, south-west two miles, 
south by west four miles and an half, south-west one 
mile and an half, and south by east three miles. 
Here we arrivatl at the forks of the river; the eastern 
branch appearillg to be not more than half the size of 
the westel'n one. \Ve pursued the latter, in a course 
south-west by west si.x miles; > and landed on the first 
of November a~he place whi~h was designed to be 
my winter resictta;e: indeed, the weather had been 

> so cold al;ld disagreeable, that I was more than once 
aJ)prehensive of our bein~ stopped by the ice, and, 
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after aU, it required the utmost exertions of which 
my men were capable to prevent it ; so that on their 
ani val they were quite exhausted. Nor were their 
labors at an end, for there was not a single hut to 
receive us: it was, however, now in my power to 
feed and sustain them in a more comf0rtable man
ner. 

December, ,Ve found two men here who had been 
sent fOl'ward last spring, for the purpose of squat'
ing timber for the erection of an house, and cutting 
palIisades, &c. to su rround it. yVith them was the 
principal Chief of the place, and about seventy men, 
who had been anxiously waiting [or our arrival, and 
received us with every mark o[ satisfaction and re
gard which they could express. If we might judge 
from the quantity of powLler that was wasted on our 
arrival, they certainly had not been in want of am
munition, at least during the summer. 

The banks of the river, from the falls, are in ge
neral lofty, except at low, woody points, accidtlltal
Iy formed in the manner I l,ave already mentioned: 
they also displayed, in all theil' brok.en parts, a face 
of clay, intermixed with stone; in some places there 
likewise appeared a black mould. 

In the summer of 17;3 8, a small spot was cleared 
at the old establishment, which is situated on a bank 
thil·ty feet above the level of the river, and was sown 
with turnips, carrots, and parsnips. The first grew 
to a large size, and the others thrived very well. An 
experiment Was also made with potatoes and cab
bages, the former of which were successful: but for 
want of care the laUe!' failed. The next winter the 
person who had undertaken this cultivation, suffered 
the potatoes, which had been collected for seed, to 
catch the frost, and none hac! been sine brought to 
this place, There is not the leasl doubt but the soil 
would be very productive, if a proper attention was 
given to its preparation. In the LlJIof the year 1787, 
when I first <1nivcd at Ath"basct,_l', Pond was set~ 
tied on the banks of the Elk River, where he remain-



212 Journalofa Voyage through the 

ed for three years, and had formed as fine a kitchen 
garden as I ever saw in Canada. 

In addition to the wood whi ch flourished below 
the fall, these banks produce the cypress tree, arrow
wood, and the thorn. On either side of the river, 
though invisible from it, are extensive plains which 
abound in buffaloes, elks, wolves, foxes, and bears. 
At a considerable distance to the westward, is an im
mense ridge of high land or mountains, which take an 
oblique direction from below the falls, and are inha
bited by great numbers of deer, who are seldom dis
turbed, but when the Indians go to hunt the beave~ 
in those parts; and, being tired of the flesh of the lat:. 
tel', vary their food with that of the former. This 
ridge bears the name of the Deer Mountain. Op. 
posite to our present situation, are beautiful mea
dows, with various animals grazing on them, and 
groves of poplars irregularly scattered over them. 

My tent was no sooner pitched, than I summoned 
the Indians together, and gave some of them about 
four inches of Brazil t~bacco, a cram of spirits, and 
lighted the pipe. As they had been vel'y trouble
some to my predecessor, I informed them that I had 
heard of their misconduct, and was come among 
them to inquire into the truth of it. I added also, 
that it would be an established rule with me to treat 
them with kindness, if their behayior bhould be such 
as to deserve it; but, at the same time, that I should 
be equally severe if they failed in those returns which 
I had right to expect from them. I then presented 
them with a quantity of rum, which I recommended 
to be used with discretion; and added some tobaccol 
a~ a token of peace. They, in return, made me the 
fairest promises; and having expressed the pride they 
felt on beholding me in their country, took their leave. 

I now proceeded to exami:ne my situation; and it 
was with gl'eat satisfaction, I observed, that the two 
men who had betll. sent hither some time before us, 
to cut and squar_mber for our future operations, 
had employed the intervening period with activity and 
sl;;.iIl. They had formed a sufficient quantity of pal. 
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lisades of eighteen feet long, and seven inches in dia
meter, to inclose a square spot of an hundred and 
twenty feet; they had also dug a ditch of three feet 
deep to receive them; and had prepared timber, 
plank, &c. for the erection of an house. 

I was, however, so much occupied in settling mat
ters with the Indians, and equipping them for their 
wi]lter hunting, that I could not gi ve my attention to any 
other object, till the 7th, when I set all hands at work 
to construct lhe fort, build the house, and form store
houses. On the preceding clay the l'i vel' began to run 
with Ice, which we call the last of the navigation. 
On the I !th, we had a south-west wind, with snow. 
On the 16th, tlte ice stopped in the other fork, which 
w .. s not above a league from liS, across the intervening 
neck of land. The water in this branch continued to 
flow till the 22d, when it was arrested also by the 
frost, so th .. t we hall a passage across the river, whicll 
would last to the latter end of the succeeding Apri!. 
This was a fortunate circumstance, as we lkpended 
for OUl' support upon what the hunters could pro I-ide 
fot, U3, and they had been prevented by the rUllnill:~ 
of the ice from crossing the river. They now, 110\1'" 

ever, very shortly procured us as much fresh meat 
as we requil'ed, though it was for some time a toil
some business to my people, for as there was not yet 
a sufficient qllantity of SllOW to run sledges, they 
were under the necessity of loading themselves with 
the spoils of the chase. 

On the 27th the frost was so severe that the axes 
of the workmen became almost as brittle as glass. 
The weather was very various until the 2d of Decem
ber, when my Farenheit's thermometer was mjured 
by an accicient, which rendered it altogether useless. 

The following table, thcreYol'e, from the 16th of 
November, to this unfortunate circumstance, is the 
only correct account of the weather which I can ofTer. 
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2' ~ ll\lonth and 
~ ;~ Year. 

~v, I ";;"·1 ;CO' III ~2 I Wind· 
-------~--------

I Weoliler. 

In this situation, removed from all those ready aids 
which adds so much to the comfort, and indeed is a 
1)l"inci p~1.1 characteristic of ci vilizecl Ii fe, 1 was under 
the necessity of employing my judsment and expe
l'il:nce in accessary circumstances, by no means con
nected with the lWits of my life, or the enterprise 
in which I was immediately engaged. I was now a· 
mong a people who had no knowlccit;e whatever of re-
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medial application to those disorders and accidents to 
which a man is liable in every part of the globe, in 
the distant wildernes:;, as in the peopled city. They 
had not the least acquaintance with that primitive 
medicine which consists in an experience of the heal
ing virtues of herbs and plants, and is frequently 
found among uncivilized and savage nations. TlIis 
circumstance now obliged me to be their physician 
and surgeon, as a woman with a swelled breast, 
Which had been lacerated with flint stones for the 
cure of it, presented het'self to my attention, and by 
cleanliness, poultices, and healing salve, I succeeded 
in producing a cure. 'One of my people, also, who 
was at work in the woods, was attacked with a sud
den pain near the first joint of his thumb, which dis
abled him from holding an axe. On examining his 
atom, I was astonished to find a narrow red stripe, a
bout half an inch wide, from his thumb to his shoul
der; the pain was violent, and accompanied with 
chilliness and shivering. This was a case that ap
peared to be beyond my skill, but it was r:.ec'~5sary to 
do something towards reli'eving the mind of the pa
tient, though I might be unsuccessli.ll in removing 
his complaint. I accordingly prepared a kind of vo
latile liniment of rum and SO.lP, with which I order
ed his ann to be rubbed, but with little or no effect. 
He was in a raving state throughout the night, and 
the red stripe not only increased, but was also accom
panied with the appearance of several blotches on his 
body, and pains in 11;5 stomach: the propriety oftak
ing :>onu: blood from him llOW occurred to me, and I 
venturecl, from absolute necessity, to perform that 
operation for the first time, and with an e11"ect that 
justified the treatment. The following night afford
ed him rest, and in a short ti me he regained hi5 fOl'
l11c:r health and activitv. 

I was H;ry much sui'prised en walking in the woods 
at :>uch an inclement peeiod of the year, to be saluted 
with the singing of birds, while thc)!"Seemed by their 
vivacity to be actuated by the inviO-;'ol"2tting power of a 
man: r; cnial ~eason. U Z these birds the rode II ,.t,; 
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something less than the robin; part of his body is of 
a delicate fawn color, and his neck, breast, and bel
ly, of a deep scarlet; the wings are black, edged 
with fawn color, and t"o wllite stripes running 
across them; the tail is variegated, and the head 
crowned with a tuft. The female is smaller than 
the male, and of a fawn color throughout, except 011 

the neck. which is enli"ened by an hue of glossy yel
low. I have no doubt but thcy are C()l1stant inhabit
ants of this climate, as well as some other small birds 
which we saw, of a grey color. 

CHAPTER II. 

the lwl.lsC'. RI1ild h:1blt::ltinm fnr 1lle proTJle. Thch·ml. 
tolU< I'.ane ~In~ul"lr t II (Ul1l,Unce!> aLtcnrhn~ It. The 

All lnri',:n lllfcil (If d cl,l:l erum wlJund. 
JIlJ(,noz tilt' I;l'ium, on the deeth of 

,\:1 llldl~n'" re~\;(Jlllll--: (III ~,luf(lt'r /If 
~<'(11L' JlC«'\lll or tilt' ?lluunl~.1n 

.1 \\.111 'n 111 i,:h.tur, .\ diS-

H ga!ll'lI~. ,\n .!(.<JUllt 0ne Ijf 
I)ftne "~<I'JJl. Tllt 111 !\,llh rre-

e·,. 1 drcnUll1 (,f tiJelrn.111,}(IS. Tie 
I,t,h uf I 11,: W1'tl1L'l1. A p)ll'"lrLln' \.' ~prilig. 1JJ-,p.l,\·11 LJl1(Il'~ with the 

n.t k Lv ultCh<:I'1'.\)J.11. l\1 .. tl.e Vll'[J,llJtlom Jor the \"U) .. 1.gc of LlLctJVl'ry. 

u!:} I THIS (by removed from the tent into 
Ul<C ;,OIlSe which had ueen erected [or me, and set all 
,ilC:: men to u'"::;in the 1)uildil'g'l intended for their own 
\ ~';Jitation. i\Iall:l'iab oll.licient to Cl'cct a range of 
fl.'\; hOlloes for thern, of <lbout seventeen by twelre 
L.:'t, WCl'e allTddy cc1kcted. lL "'ould be comiderecl 
i,') the i1.l1.lbibnts "l' a l1l:lLkr dimate, as a great evil, 
[) il~ (;:;[10',l\ to the IYC::lther at this ri~orulls st:ason 
,,1' i lie year, but these pe('ple are inured to it, and it 
i~ llCCeS'i.ll'\' to deocril)e ill some meaS11ce the hard
ships whiG]; they undergo \', iiJlOut:t murmur, in order 
to COil' cy a general notion cr them. 

The mell \dlO are no\\' "jtll 111e, left this place in 
the beginninb of l.lst T\hy, and went to the Hainy 
La;';e in canue" Ictdell with p'Lks of L:c, which, flom 
tilc iml1lense length of the \',)::",;,_, :tnd other lOUl;r, 

rill:; CiI'Cll1l15LI.llCl:0, i., Ol mOot ,CH,n: trial or jl~,tit:nc( 
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and perseverance: there they do not remain a suffici.-. 
ent time for ordinary repose, when they take a load 
of goods in exchange, and proceed on their return, 
in a great measure, day and night. They had been al'~ 
rived neal" two months, and, all that time, had been con
tinually engaged in very toilsome labor, with nothing 
more than a common shed to protect them from the 
frost and snow. Such is the life which these people 
lead; and is continued with unremitting exertion, till 
their strength is lost in premature old age. 

The Canadians remarked, that the weather we had 
on the 25t~, 26th, and 27th of this month, denoted 
!Such as we might expect in the three succeeding 
months. On the 29th, the wind being at north-east, 
and the weather calm and cloudy, a rumbling noise 
was heard in the air like distant thunder, when the 
sky cleared away in the south-west; from whence 
there blew a perfect hurricane, which lasted till eight. 
Soon after it commenced, the atmosphere became so 
warm that it dissolved all the snow on the ground; 
even the ice was covered with water, and had the 
same appearance as when it is breaking up in the 
spring. From eight to nine the weather became calm, 
but immediately after a wind arose from the north
east, with equal violence, with clouds, rain, and hail, 
which continued throughout the night, and till the 
evening. of the next day, when it turned to snow. 
One of the people who wintered at Fort Dauphin, 
in the year 1780, when the small-pox first appeared 
there, informed me, that the weather there was of a 
similar description. 

January 1, 1793. On the first day of January, in 
conformity to the usual custom, awoke me at the hreak 
{)f day, with the di8charge of fire-arms, with which 
they congratulated the appearance of the new year. 
In return, they were treated with plenty of spirits, 
and when there is any flour, cakes are Hlways added, 
to their regales, ,which was the case on the .present 
occasion. , 

On my arrival here last fall, 1 found that one of the 
young Indians had lost the use of his l'ight hand by 

T 
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the bursting of a gun, and that his thumb had bee~' 
maimed in 5uch a manner as to hang only by a small 
strip of flesh. Indeed, when he was brought to me 
his wound was in such an offensive state, and emittt;.d 
such a putrid smell, that it required all the resolu
tion I possessed to examine it. His friends had done 
every thillg in their power to relieve him; but as it 
consisted only in singing about him, and blowing upon 
his hand, the wound, as may be well imagined, had 

-got into the deplorable state in which I found it. I 
was "r.ather alarmed at the difficulty of the case, but as 
the young man's life was in a state of hazard, I was 
determined to risk my surgical reputation, and accor. 
dingly took him under my care. I immediately form. 
ed a poultice of bark, stripped from the roots of the 
spruce-fir, which I applied to the wound, having lil'st 
washed it with the juice of the bark: this proved a 
very l)ainful dressing: in a few days, however, the 
wound was clean, and the proud flesh round It destroy
ed. I wished very much inthis state of the business to 
have separated the thumb from the hand, which [ 
well knew must be effected before the cure could be 
performed; but he would not consent to that opera· 
tion, till, by the application of the vitriol, the flesh by 
which the thumb was suspended, was shrivelled al· 
most to a thread. vVhen I succeeded in this object, 
I pt:rceived that the wound was closing rather faster 
than I desired. The salve I applied on the occasion 
was made of the Canadian baIRam, wax, and tallow 
dropped from a burning candle into water. In short, 
I was so successful, that about Christmas my patient 
engaged in an hunting party, and brought me the 
tongue of an elk: nor was he finally ungrateful. 
\,Vhen he left me I received the warmest aclmow
ledgments, both from himself, and his relations with 
whom, he departed, for my care of him. I certain
ly did not spare my time or attention on the occasion, 
as I regularly dressed his wound three times a daYt 
during the course of a month. 

On the 5th in the morning the weather was calm, 
dear, and very cold; the wind blew from the south-
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west, and in the course of the afternoon it began to 
thaw. I had alt'eady observed at Athabasca, that this 
wiild never. hil.ed to bring ns cle1r' !nild ,,,cathe:, 
whel'eas, when It blew from the opposite quarter, It 
produced snow. Here it is much more perceptible, for 
ifit blows hard south-west for four hours, a thaw is 
the consequence, and if the wind is at north,east it 
beings sleet and snow. To this cause it may be at
tributed, that there is now so little snow in this part 
of the worU. These warm winds come off the Paci
fic Ocean, IV hich cannot, in a direct line, be very far 
from us ; the distance being so short, that though 
they pass over mountains cDvcl'ec\.with snow, there is 
not time for them to cool. 

There being several of the natives at the house at 
this time, one of them, who had received an account 
of the death of his father, proceeded in silence to his 
lodge, and began to tire oft' his gun. As it was night, 
and such a noise being so uncommon at SUCJl an hour, 
especially when it was so often repeated, I sent my in
terpreter to inquire into the cause of it, when he was 
informed by the man himself, that it was a common 
custom with them on the death of a near relation, and 
was a warning to their friends not to approach, or in
trude upon them, as they were, in consequence of 
their loss, become carele~s oflife. The Chief, to whom 
the deceased person was also related, appeared with 
his war-cap on his head, which is only worn on these 
solenm occasions, or when preparing for battle, and 
confIrmed to me this singular custom of firing g;nns, 
in order to express their grief for the death of relations 
and ft·iends.* The women alone indulge in t,,;ars on 
such occdsions; the men considering it as a mark of 
pusillanimity ancl a want of fortitude to betray any per
sonal tokens of sensibility or sorrow. 

The Indians informed me, that they had been to 
hunt at a large lake, called by the Knisteneaux, the 

* \\ hen they are drinking together, the\' freqtlently present their gnns to each 
elhu, w.cn any of the parties have not uther ml:aU5 uf procUl ing I urn. On !.uch 
~n l!ct:J'Jlvn tl~t'Y alw.lYs discharge their Ple'CCS, .a~ a pr.ouf, I imagine, of their oe
Ill&" III :;Ix"d o~J~'r, and to detelwmc the y,llanllty ot liquor they may propo~e to 
get III ",cbelnge lor them. 
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Slave Lake, which derived its name from that of its 
original inhabitants, who were called Slaves. They 
represented it as a large body of water, and that it lies 
about one hundted and twenty miles due east from 
this place. It is well known to the Knisteneanx, who 
are among the inhabitants of the plains on the banks 
of the Saskatchiwine river; for formerly, when they 
used to come to make war in this country, they came 
in their canoes to that lake, and left them there; from 
thence there is a b-.:aten path all the way to the Fork, 
Gr east branch of this river, which was their war-road. 

January 10. AmoNg the people who were now here, 
thcre were two Rocky Mountain Indians, who declar. 
ed, that the people to whom we had given that deno· 
mination, are by no means entitled to it, and that theil' 
country has ever been in the vicinity of our present 
!lituation. They said in support of their assertion, 
that these people were entirely ignorant of those parts 
which are adjacent to the mountain, as well as the na· 
"igation 'of the river; that the Beaver Indians had 
greatly encroached upon them, and would soon force 
them to retire to the foot of these mountains. They 
represented themselves as the only real natives of 

,that country then with me : and added, that the coun
try, and that part of the rivtt· that intel'venes between 
this place and the mountains, bear much the 5ame ap· 
pearance as that around us: that the former abounds 
with animals, but that the course of the latter is inter
l'llpted near, and in the mountains, by successive ra
pids and considerable falls. These men also informed 
me, that there is another great river towards the mid
day sun, whose current runs in that direction, and that 
the distance from it is not great across the mountains. 

The natives brought me plenty of furs. The small 
quantity of snow, at this time, was particularly favor
able for hun~ing the beaver, as from this circum
stance, those animals could, with the greatest facility, 
be traced from their lodges to their lurking places. 

On the 12th our hunter al'l'ived, having left his mo
ther.in-Iaw, who was lately become a widow with three 
small children, and in actual labour of a fourth. Her 
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daughter related this circumstance to the women here, 
without the least appearance of concern, though she 
represented het' as in a state of great danger, which 
prubably might proceed from hel' being abandoned in 
this unnatural manner. At the same time without 
any apparent consciousness of her own barbarous neg
ligence; if the poor, abandoned woman should die, 
she would most probably lament her with great out
et'ies, and, perhaps, cut off one or two joints of her 
fingers as tokens of her grief. 'fhe Indians, indeed, 
consider the state of a woman in labour as among; the 
most trifling occurrences of corporeal pain to which 
human nature is subject, and they may be, in some 
measure, justified in this apparent insensibility from 
the circumstances of that situation among themselves. 
It is by no meall~ uncommon in the hasty removal of 
their camps from one position to another, for a ,",oman 
to be taken in labour, to deliH:r herself in her way, 
without any assistance cr notice from her associates 
in the journey, and to overtake them hdore they 
complete the arrangements of their evening station, 
with her new-born babe on her back. 

I was this morning threatened with a very unplea
sant event, which, h{)WeVel', I was fOl,tunately enalJled 
to control. Two young Indians being engaged in one 
of their games, a dispute ensued, which ro,e to such 
an height, that they drew their knives, and if I had 
110t happened to have appeared, lhey "auld, I doubt 
not, have employed them to very bloody purposes. 
So violent was their rage, that after I- had turned 
them both out of the house, and sen;rely reprimanded 
them, 'they stood ill the fort for at least half an hour, 
looking at each other with a most vindicti ve aspect,. 
and in sullen silence. 

The game which produced this state of bitter en
mity, is called that of the Platter, from a principal 
article of it. The Indians play at it in the folloy,iuS' 
nlannel'. 

Tile instruments of it consist of a plattel', or dish,. 
made of wooel or bark, and six round, CI' sqli~',l'e, Gut 
ilat l'iec.es of metal, ,rood, 01' stone, ,y hO:je; sides- Ol: 

T2 
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surface are of different colors. These are put inte 
the dish, and after being for some time shaken toge
ther, are thrown into the air, and received again in 
the dish with considerable dexterity-; when, by the 
number that are turned up of the same mark oreolor, 
the game is regulated. If there should be equal 
numbers, the throw is not reckoned; if two or four, 
the platter changes hands. 

On the 13th, one of these people came to me, and 
presented in himself a curious example of Indian su
perstition. He requested me to furnish him with a 
rerr,edy that might be applied to the joints of his legs 
and thighs, of which he had, in a gl'eat measure, lost 
the use of fOI' five winters. This afRiction he attri
lmted w his cruelty about that time, when having 
found a wolf with two whelps in an old beaver lodge, 
he set fire to it and consumed them. 

The winter -had been so mild, that the swans had 
but lately left us, and at this advanced period there 
was very little snow on the ground: it was, however, 
at this time a foot and a half in depth, in the environs. 
of the establishment below this, which is at the dis. 
tance of abollt seventy leagues. 

On the 28th the Indians were now employed in 
making their £now-shoes, as the snow had not hitherto 
fallen in a sufficient quantity to render them necessaq. 

February 2. The weather now became very cold, 
and it froze 50 hard in the night that my watch stop
ped ; a circumstance that had never happened to this 
watch since my residence in the country. 

There was a lodge of Indians here, who were ab
wlutely starving with cold and hunger. They ha(1 
lately lost a neal' relation, and had, according to cus
tom, thrown away every thing belonging to them, 
and even exchanged the few articles of raiment which 
they possessed, in order, as I presume, to get rid 
Qf every thing that may bring the deceased to their 
remembrance. They also destroy every thing be
longing to any dec.eased person, except what they 
consign to the grave with the late owner of them. 
'Ve had some difficulty to m~.ke them comprehend 
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that the debts of a man who dies should be discharg
ed, if he left any furs behind him: but those who 
understand this principle of justice, and profess to 
adhere to it, never fail to prevent the appearance of 
any skins beyond sl1ch as may be necessary to satisfy 
the debts of their dead relation. 

On the 8th I had an observation for the longitude. 
In the course of this day one of my men, who had 
been some time with the Indians, came to inform me, 
that one of them had threatened to stab him ; and on 
his preferring a complaint to the man with whom he 
now lived, and to whom I had given him in charge, 
he replied, that he had been very imprudent to play 
and quarrel with the young Indians out of his lodge, 
where no one would dare to come and quarrel with 
him; but that if he had lost his life where he had 
been, it would have been the consequence of his own 
folly. Thus, even among these children of nature, 
it appears that a man's house is his castle, where the 
protecti0n of hospitality is rigidly maintained. 

The hard frost which had prevailed from the begin
ning of Febl'llary, continued to the 16th of March, 
when the wind blowing from the south-west, the wea':' 
ther became mild. 

On the 22d a wolf was so bold U5 to venture among 
the Indian lodges, and was very near carrying off ~ 
child. 

I had another observation of Jupiter anGl his satel
lites for the 10Hgitude. On the 13th some geese 
Were seen, and these birds are always considered as 
the harbingers of spring. On the 1st of April my 
hunters shot five of them. This was a much earlier 
period than I ever remember to have observed the vi
sits of wild fowl in this part of the world. The wea
ther had been mild for the last fortnight, and there 
w"as a promise of its continuance. On the 5th the 
snow had entirely disappeared. 

At half past foul' this morning I was awakened to 
be informed that an Indian had been killed. I ac
cOl'dingly hastened to the camp where I found tW() 
WOmen employed in rolling up the dead body of a. 
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man, called the White Partridge, in a beaver robe; 
which I had lent him. He had receivJ!d four mor. 
tal wounds from a dagger, two within the collar-bone, 
one in the left breast, and another in the small of the 
back, with two cuts across his head. The murderer, 
,~ho had been my huntel' throughout the winter, had 
fled; and it was pl'etended that several relations of 
the deceased were gone in pursuit of him. The his. 
tory of this unfortunate event is as follows:-

These two men had been comrades for four years i 
the murderer had three wives: and the young man 
who was,killed, becoming enamoured of one of them, 
the husbnnd consented to yield hel'to him, with the 
reserved power of claiming her as his property, whell 
it should be his pleasure. This connection was unin
terrupted for near three years, when, whimsical as it 
may appear, the husband became jealous, and the 
public arnOI.lr was suspended. The parties, howe
Yer, made their private assignations, which caused 
the woman to be so ill treated by her husband, that 
the paramonr was determined to take her away by 
force; and this project ended in his death. Thiil ill 
a very common practice among the Indians, and ge
-ilerally terminates in very serious and fatal quar. 
rels. In consequence of this event all the Indians 
went away in great apparent hurry and confusion, and 
in the evening not one of them was to be seen about 
the fort. 

The Beaver and Rocky Mountain Indians, who
traded with U5 in this river, did not exceed an hun
dred and fifty men, capable of bearing arms; two 
thirds of whom called themselves Beaver Indians. 
The latter differ only from the fonner, as they have, 
more or less, imbibed the customs and manners of 
the Knisteneaux. As I have all'eady observed, they 
are passionately fDnd of liquor, and in the moments 
of theil' festivity will barter any thing they have in, 
their po~sessiol1 fo:' it. 

Though the Beaver Indians macle their lJeace with
the Knisteneaux, at Peace Point, as all:c:t(!Y men
tlollt:d, yet they did not secure a state of amit}· [1'0J1' ... • 
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ethers of the same nation, who had driven a\l'ay the 
natives of the Saskatchiwine and Missinipi Rivers, 
and joined at the head water of the latter, called the 
Beaver River: from thence they proceeded west by 
the Slave Lake just described, on their war excur
sions, which they often repeat<;;d, eV(tn till the Beaver 
Indians had procured arms, which was in the year 
1782. If it so happened that they missed them, they 
proceeded westward till they were certain of wreak
ing their vengeance on those of the Rocky Mountain, 
who being without arms, became an easy prey to 
their blind and savage fury. All the European arti
cles they possessed, pt'evious to the yeal' 1780, were 
obtained from the Knisteneaux and Chepewyans, who 
brought them from Fort Churchill, and for which 
they were made to pay an extt'avagant price. 

As late as the year 1786, when the first traders 
from Canada arrived on the hanks of this river, the 
natives employed bows and snares, but at present 
very little use is made of the formel', and the latter 
are no longer known. They still entertain a great 
dread of their natural enemies, hut they are since 
become so well armed, that the others now call 
them their allies. The men are in general of a 
comely appearance, and fo~d of personal decoration. 
The women are of a contrary disposition, and the 
slaves of the men: in common with all the Indian 
tribes polygamy is allowed among them. They are 
very subject to jealousy, and fatal consequences fre
quently result from the indulgence of tliat passion, 
But notwithstanding the vigilance and severity which 
is exercised by the husband, it seldom happens that 
a woman is without her favorite, who, in the absence 
of the husband, exacts the same submis~iol1, and 
practises the same tyranny. And so premature is 
the tender passion, that it is sometimes known to in
vigorate so early a period of life as the age of elevell 
or twelve years. The women arc not very prolific; 
a circumstance which may be attributed, in a great 
measure, to the hardships that they sufi"er, fOl' except 
a. few slllaU dogs, they alone perform that labor 



2~6 J ollrnal oj a Voyage through th~ 

which is allotted to beasts of burthen in other coun. 
tries. It is not uncommon, while the men carry no. 
thing; but a gun, that their wives and daughters follolY 
with such weighty burdens, that if they lay them 
down they cannot replace them, and that is a kind· 
lless which the men will not deign to perform; so 
that during their journeys they are frequently oblig
ed to lean against a tree for a small pcrtion of tempo
rary relief. 'Vhen they arrive at the place which 
their tyrants han! chosen fOl' their tncampment, they 
Hl'r<mge the whole in a few minutes, by forming a 
;;1l~'Vc of poles, meeting at the top, and expanding 
into circles of twel',e (.r fifteen feet diametel' at the 
bottom, covered with dressed skins of the mo,ose sew· 
ed together. During these preparations, the men,sit 
down quietly to th:.! enjoyment of their pipes, if they 
happen to have any tolJacco. But notwithstanding 
this abject state of S!c.':lTY and submission, the wo
men have a con~iden,llle illfluence on the opinion of 
the men in evo'y thing except their own domt5tic 
situation. 
The~e Inclimls al'e excellent hunters, and their ex

ercise in that capacity is so violent as to reduce them 
in general to a very meagre appearance. Their reli. 
gion is of a very contracted nature, and I never wit· 
nessed any ceremony of devotion which they had not 
Lorrowed fl'om the Knisteneaux, th~il' feasts and fa5ts 
beill;:; in imitation of that people, They are morc vi· 
cious and warlike than the Chepewyans, from whence. 
they sprang, thot1~h they do not possess their seU:' 
ishness, fOl' while they lnve the means of purchasing 
their necessaries, they are !illeral and generous, but 
when those are exhausted they become errant beg
gars: they are, howeyer, remarkable for their ho
),esty, for in the whole tribe there were only two woo 
men and a man who had been known to have swerved 
from that vi['tue, and they were considered as objects 
of disregard and reprobation. They are affiicted with 
but few diseases, and their only remedies consist in 
binding the temples, procuring perspiration, singing. 
and blowing on the sick person) 01' affected part. 



}·,c-ortl£-West COlltinetlt oj Amuica. 221 

'Vhen death oyertakes any of them, their property, 
as I have befol'e observed, i, sacrificed and destroyed; 
nor is there any failure of lamentation or mournLng 
on ,uch occasions: they who are H101'e nearly relat-. 
ed to the departed person, black their faces, and 
sometimes cut off their hair; they also pierce their 
arms with knives and alTow5. The grief of the fe
males is calTit:d to a still greater excess; they not on
ly cut theil' hair, and cry and hO'wl, but they will 
sometimes, with the utmost deliberation, employ 
some sharp inotrument to ~eparate the nail from the 
fin~er, and then force back the flesh beyond the first 
joint, which they immediately amputate. But this 
extraordinary mark of affEction is only displayed on 
the death of a favorite son, an husband or a father. 
Many of the old women have so often repeated this 
ceremony, that they have not a complete finger re
maining on either hand. The women renew their 
lamentations at the graves of theil' departed relatives 
for a long succession of years. They appear, in com
mon with all the Indian tribes, to be very fond of their 
childl'en, but they are as careless in their mode of 
swaddling them i!) their infant state, as they are of 
their own dl'ess : the child is laid down on a board, 
of about two feet long, covered with a bed of moss, to 
which it is fastened by bandages, the moss being 
changed as often as the occasion requires. The chite 
of the nation has not less than nine wives, and chil
dren in proportion. 

'Vhen traders first appeared among these people, 
the Canadians were treated with the utmost hospitali
ty and attention; but they have, by their subsequent 
conduct, taught the natives to withdraw that respect 
from them, and sometimes to treat them with indig
nity. They differ ,"cry much from the Chepewyans 
and Knisteneaux, in the.; abhorrence they profess of 
any carnal communication between. their women ~nd 
the white people. They carry theil' love of g.ammg 
to excess; they will pursue it f01' a successIOn of 
days and nights, and no apprehension of .ruin, nor in
fluence of domestic affection, will restram th(lm from 
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the indulgence of it. They are quick, lively, active 
people, with a keen, penetrating, dark eye; and though 
they are very susceptible of anger, are as easily ap. 
peased. The males eradicate their beards, and the 
females their hair in every part, except their heads, 
where it is strong and black, and without a curl. 
There are many old men among them, but they are 
in general ignorant of the space in which they have 
been inhabitants of the earth, though one of them told 
me that he recollected sixty winters. 

An Indian in some measure explained his age to 
me, by relating to me -that he remembered the oppo· 
:o;ite hills and plains, now interspersed with groves of 
poplars, when they were covered with moss, and with. 
out any animal inhabitant but the rein-deer. By de. 
grees, he said, the face of the country changed to its 
present appearance, when the Elk came from the east, 
and was followed by the buffaloe; the rein·deer then 
retired to the long range of high lands that, at a con· 
siderable distance, run parallel with this river. 

On the 20th of April, I had an observation of Ju· 
piter and his satellites, for the longitude, and we were 
now visited by our summer companions the gnats and 
musquitoes. On the other side of the river, which 
was ret covered with ice, the plains were delightful; 
the trees were budding, anel many plants in blossom. 
Mr. Mackay brought me a bunch of flowers, of a 
pink color, and a yellow button, encircled with six 
lea'!.;s of a light purple. The change in the appear· 
ance of nature was as sudden as it was' pleasing, for 
a few days only were passed away since the ground 
was cO'len:d with snow. On the 25th the river was 
dC:Il'ul of thc ice. 

I now found that the death of the man called 'the 
'Vhite Partl'idge, had deranged all the plans which I 
h,ad ~ettled with the Indians fOI' the spring hunting. 
1 hey had assembled at some distance from the fort, 
::ll1cl sent un embassy to me, to demand rum to drink, 
t!la~ they might have an opportunity of crying for 
taclr deceased brothel'. It would be cOlisidered as an 
extreme degradation in.anlndian to weep when sober, 
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but a state of intoxication sanctions all irregularities. 
On my refusal, they threatened to go to war, which, 
from motives of interest as well as humanity, we di(l 
our utmost to discourage; and as a second message 
was brought by persons of some weight among these 
people, and on whom I could depend, I thought it pru
dent to comply with the demand, on an express con
dition, that they would continue peaceably at home. 

The month of April being now past, in the eal'ly 
part of which I was most busily employed in trading 
with the indians, I ordered all our canoes to be re
pail'ed with bark, and added four new ones to them, 
when with the furs and provisions I had pUl'chased, 
sixca noes were loaded and dispatched on the 8th of 
May for Fort Chepewyan. I had, however, retained 
six of the men who· agreed to accompany me on my 
projected voyage of discovery. I also engaged my 
huntet's, and closed the business of the year for the 
company by writing my public and pJ'ivate dispatches. 

Having ascertained, by various observations, the 
latitude of this place to be 56. 9. north, and lDngitude 
117.35. 15. vVest:-on the 9th day of May, I found 
that my acrometer, was one hour forty.six minutes 
slow to apparent time; the mean going of it I had 
found to be twenty-two 5econds slow in twenty-four 
hours. Having settled this point, the canoe was put 
into the water; her dimensions were twenty-five feet 
long within, exclusive of the curves of stem and stern, 
twenty-six in~hes hold, and four feet nine inches beam. 
At the same time she was so light, that two men 
could calTY her on a good road three or four miles 
without resting. In this slendel' vessel, we shipped 
provisions, goods for presents, arms, ammunition, 
and bag;gage, to the weight of three thousand pounds, 
and an cquipagt:: of ten people, viz. Alexander Mac
kay, Joseph L:mdry, Charles Ducette," Franc;ois 
Beau[ilcllX, Baptist Bisson, Franc;ois Courtois, and 
Jacques Beauchamp, with two Indians as hunters and 
iuteJ"[J"ett;I'S. One of them, when a boy, was used to 
be so idle, th.tt he oiJtaill::d the reputable name of 

• j»"l'b L~Il<lJY ~nd Charles JJ~cettc were with me in my [ornler voyage. 
U 
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Cancre, which he still possesses. 'Vith these per. 
sons, ~ embarked at seven in the evening. My win. 
ter interpreter, with another person, whom I left here 
to take care of the fort, and supply the na.tives with 
ammunition during the summer, shed tears on the 
reflection of those dangers which we might encoun
ter in our expedition, while my own people offered 
up their prayers that we might return in safety 
from it. 

CHAPTER III. 

froceed on the voyage of discovery. Beautiful scenery. The canoe 100 boa,il!' 
. laden. The country in a state of combustion. Meet with a hunting party. 

State of the river, &c. Meet with Indian!!. See the tracks,of bw 
and one of their dens. Sentiment of an Indian. Junction of the Bear R~ve~. 
Appearance of the country. State of the fiver. Observe.a faU of- timber. 
Abundance of animals. See some bears. Come in sight.of the rocky moun· 
tains. The canoe receives an inJury and is repaired. Navigation dangerouS: 
Rap,d. and falls. Succession of dIfficult ie, and danll"rs. 

rt!r;d~;>~: 1 WE began our voyage with a course south 
by west against a strong current one mile and three 
quarters, south-west by south one mile, and landed 
liIefore eight on an island for the night • 

. Friday 10. The weather was clear and pleasant, 
though there was a keenness in the air; and at a quar
ter past three in the morning we continued our voy
age, steering south-west three quarters of a mile, 
south-west by south one mile and a quarter, south 
three quarters of a mile, south-west by south one 
quarter of a mile, south-west by west one mile, 
south-west by south three miles, south by west 
three quarters of a mile, and south-west one mile. 
The canoe being strained from its having been very 
heavily laden, became so leaky, that we were oblig
ed te land, unload and gum it. As this circumstance 
took place abotlt twelve, I had an opportunity of tak
ng an altitude, which made our latitude 55. 58. 48. 

V{hen the C;lnoe was repaired we continued our 
course, steering south-west by west one mile and an 
half, when I had the misfortune to drop my pocket-
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compass into the water; west half a mile, west-south
west four milO!s and an half. Here the banks are 
~teep and hilly, and in some parts undermined by the 
l'ivt:r. 'vVhere the earth has given way, the face of 
the cliffs discovers numerous strata, consisting of 
reddish earth and small stones, bitumen, and a grey
ish earth, below which, near the water edge, is a red 
stone. 'Vatel' issues fl'om most of the banks, and 
the ground on which it spreads is covered with a thin 
white scurf, or particles of a saline subst'ance: there 
are several of these salt spl'ings. At half llast six in 
the afternoon the young men landed, when they kil
led an elk, and wounded a buffaloe. In this spot we 
formed our encampment for the night. 

From the place which we quitted this morning, the 
west side of the river displayed a succession of the 
most beautiful scenel'y I had ever beheld. The ground 
rises at intervals to a considerable height, and stretch
ing inwards to a considerable distance: at every inter
val, or pause in the rise, there is a very gently-ascend
ing space or lawn, which is alternate, with abrupt pre
cipices to the summit of the whole, or, at least as far 
as the eye could distinguish. This magnificent thea. 
tl'e of nature has all the decorations which the trees 
and animals of the country can afford it: groves of 
poplars in every shape vary the scene; and their in
tervals are enlivened with vast herds of elks and buf
faloes; the fOI'mer choosing the steeps and uplands 
and the latter prefecring the plains. At this time the 
buffaloes w(:re attended with their young ones, who 
were frisking about them: and it appeared that the 
elk:; would soon exhibit the same enlivening circum
stance. The whole country displayed an exuberant 
verdure; the trees that bear a blossom, were advanc
ing fast to that delightful appearance, and the velvet 
rind of their branches reflecting the oblique rays 0i" a 
risin6 or setting sun, added a splendid gaiety to the 
scene, which no expressions of mine are qualified to 
describe. The east side of the river cQnsists of a range 
of I,; ~'h land covered with the white spruce, and the 
soft birch, while the banks abound with the alder and 
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the willow. The watel' continued to rise, and the 
current being proportionably strong, we made a great
er use of setting' poles than paddles. 

Saturday 11. The weather was overcast. "Tith 
a strong wind a-head, we embarked at fou~' in the 
lnoming, ancl left all the fresh meat behind us, but 
the portion which had been assigned to the kettle; the 
canoe being; already too heayily laden. Our course was 
west-south-west one mile, where a small ri"er flowed 
in from the east, named Quiscutin{/ SefiY, Ol' River with 
the High Banks; west half a mile, south half a mile, 
south-west by west three quarters of a mile, west one 
mile and a quarter, south-west a quarter of a mile, 
south-south-west half a mile, ancl west by south a 
mile and a half. Here I took a meridian alLitudr, 
which gave 55. 56.3. no;,th latitude. \Ve then pro· 
ceeded west three miles and an half, west-south-west, 
where the whole plain was on fiI'e, one mile, west one 
mile, and the wind so strong a-head, that it occa
sioned the canoe to take in water, and otherwise im
peded our progress. Here lIe landed to take time, 
with the !Tlean of three altitudes, which made the 
watchs low, 1. 42. 10. apparent time. 

We now proceeded west-south-west, one mile and a 
quarter, where we found a Chief of the Beaver Indi
ans on an hunting party. I remained however, in my 
canoe, and though it was getting late, I did not choose 
to encamp with these people, lest the fl'iends of my 
hunters might discourage them from proceeding on 
the voyage. \ Ve, therefore, continued our course, 
but several Indians kept company with us, running 
(llong the bank and conversing with my people, "ho 
were so attentive to them, that they drove the canoe 
on a stony fiat, 51) that we were under the necessity of 
hmdi ng to r epai r the damages, and put up for the 
nibht, though very contrary to my wishes. My hun· 
tel'S obtained perm ission to proceed with some of these 
people to their lod ges, on the promise of being back 
by th. break of cia y; though I was not without some 
apprehension l'esp ecting them. The chief, however, 
.\ad another- man, as well as several people from the 
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lodges, joined us, before we had completed the repair 
of the canoe; and they made out a melancholy story, 
that they had neither ammunition or tobacco sufficient 
for their necessary supply during the summer. I ac
cordingly referred hl111 to the Fort, where plenty of 
those articles were left in the care of my interpreter, 
by whom they would be abundantly fUl'nished, if they 
were active and industrious in pmsuing theil' occupa
tions. I did not fail, on this occasion, to magnify the 
advantages of the present expedition; observing, at 
the same time, that its success would depend UpOll the 
fidelity and conduct of the young men who were retain
edby meto hunt. The chiefalso proposed to borrow my 
canoe, in order to transport himself and family across 
the river: several plausible reasons, it is- true, sug
gested themselves for resisting his proposition; but 
when I stated to him, that, as the canoe was intended 
for a voyage of such conseqnence, no woman could be 
permitted to be embarked in it, he acquiesced in the 
refusal. It was near twelve at night when he took his 
leave, after I had gratified him with a present of to" 
bacco. " 

Sunday 12.. Some of the Indians passed the nighl 
with us, and I was informed by them, that, according to 
our mode of proceeding, we should, in ten days, get as 
fal' as the rocky mountains.. The young men now re
turned, to my great satisfaction, and with the appear
rance of contentment: though I was not pleased when 
they dl'essed themselves in the clothes which I had 
given them before we left the Fort, as it betrayed some 
latent design. 

At four in the morning we proceeded on our voy
age, steering w:est three miles, including one of our 
course yesterday" north-west by north four miles, 
west two miles and a half, north-west by west a mile 
and a half, north by east two· miles, north-west by 
west one mile, and north-north-west three miles. Af
ter a continuation of our course to the north for a mile 
and a half, we landed for the night on an island where 
s.evel'al of the Indians visited us, but unattended by' 

U2_ 
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their women, who remained in their camp, which was 
at some distance from us. 

The land on both sides of the river, during the two 
last days, is very much elevated, but particularly 111 
the latter part of it, and, on the we5tern sieJe, pre
sents, in-different places, white, steep, and lofty cliffs. 
Our view being confined hy these circumstances, we 
did not see so many animals as on the 10th. Between 
these lofty boundaries, the river becomes narrow, and 
in a great measure free fr011l islands; for we had pas
sed only four; the stream, indeed, was not more than 
from two hundred to three hundred yards broad; 
whereas, before these cliffs pressed upon it, its breadth 
was twice that extent and besprinkled with islands. 
""Ve killed an elk, and fired several shots at animals 
from the canoe. 

The greater part of this band being Rocky Moun
tain Indians, I endeayored to obtain some intelligence 
of our intended route, but they all pleaded ignorance, 
and uniformly declared, that they knew nothing of tbe 
country beyond the first mountain; at the same time, 
they were of opinion, that, from the strength of the 
cu-rrent and the rapids, we should not get there by wa
ter j though they did not hesitate to express theil' 
surprize at the expedition we had all'eady made. 

I inquire~l with some anxiety, after an olrl man who 
had already given me an account of the country be
yond the limits of his tribe, and was very much dis
appointed at being informed, that he had not been seell 
for upwards of a moon. This man had been at war 
on anothel' large river beyond the Rocky Mountain, 
Hnd. described to me a fork of it between the moun
tains ; the southern bl'anch of which he directed me 
to take;. from thence, he said, there was a carrying
place of about a day's march for a young man to get 
to the other river. To. prove the tl'Uth of his relation, 
he consented, that his son, who had been with him in 
those parts, should accompany me, and he according
ly sent him to the fort some days before my depal'
hIre j but the preceding, night he deserted with ano
ther young m,\l1, whose application to attend me as a 
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)IUnter, being refused, he persuaded the other to leave 
me. I now thoug·ht it right to repeat to them what I 
had said to the chief of the first band, respecting the 
advantages which would be derived from the voyage, 
that the young men might be encouraged to remain 
with me; as without them I should not have attempt
ed to proceed. 

lIfonday 13. The first object that presented itself to 
me this morning was the young man whom I have al
ready mentioned, as having seduced away my intended 
guide. At any other time 01' place I should have 
chastised him for his past conduct, but in my situa
tion it was necessary to pass over his offence, Jest he 
should endeavor to exercise the same influence over 
those who were so essential to my service. Of the de~ 
serter he gave no satisfactory account, but continued 
to express his wish to attend me in his place, for which 
he did not possess any necessary qualifications. 

The weather was cloudy, with an appearance of 
rain; and the Indians pressed me with great eal'llest·. 
ness to pass the d:lY with them., and hoped to prolong 
my stay among them by assuring me that the win leI' 
yet lingel'ed in 'the Rocky Mountain::,: but my object 
was to lose no time, and having gil'en the chief some 
tobacco for a small quantity of meat, we embarked 
at f<JUr, when my young men could not conceal theircha
grin at parting with their friends, fOI' so long a period 
as the voyage threatened to occupy. \Vhen I had as
sured them that in three moons we should return to 
them, we proceeded on our course, west-north-west 
half a mile, west-south-west one mile and a half, west 
by north three miles, north-west by west two mile! 
and an half, south-west by west half a mile, south,.· 
south.we,t a mile and a half, and south-west a mile 
and a half. Here I had a meridian altitude, whidl 
gave 56. 17.44. north latitude. 

The last course continued a mile and an half, south 
by west three quarters of a mile, south-west by south 
three miles and an half, and west-soulh-west two miles 
and an half. Here the land lowered on both sides, 
with an increase of wood, and displayed great number!> 
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of animals. The river also widened from three to 
five hundred yards, and was full of islands and flats. 
Having continued our course three miles, we made 
for the shore at seven, to pass the night. 

At the place from whence we proceeded this morn
ing a river falls in from the north; there are also seve
ral islands, and many rivulets on either side, which are 
too small to deserve particular notice. We perceived 
along the river tracks of large bears, some of which 
were nine inches wide, and of a proportionate length. 
\Ve saw one of their dens, or winter quarters, called 
'Watee, in an island, which was ten feet deep, five feet 
high, and six feet wide; but we had not yet seen one 
of those anima!&. The Indians entertain great appre
hension of this kind of bear, which is called the grisly 
hear, and they never venture to attack it but in a party of 
at least three or four. Our hunters, though they had 
been much higher than this part of our voyage, by 
land, knew nothing of the river. One of them men· 
tioned, that having been engaged in a war expedition, 
his party on their return made their canoes at some 
distance below us. The wind was north throughout 
the day, and at times blew with considerable violence. 

The apprehensions which I had felt respecting the 
young men, were not altogether groundless, fo\' the 
eldest of them told me that his uncle had last night 
addressed him in the following manner :-" My ne-· 
phew, your departure makes my heart painful. The 
white people may be said to rob us of you. They 
are about to conduct you into the midst of our ene
mies, and you may nevel' more return to us. 'Vere 
you not with the Chief, * I know not what I should do, but 
he requires your attendance, and you must follow him." 

Tuesday 14. The weather was clear, and the air 
shat'p, when we embarked at -half past four. Our 
course was south by west one mile and an half, south
west-by south half a mile, south-west. We here 
found it necessary to unload, and gum the canoe, 
in which operation we lost an hour: when we pro-

* The~e people, .. well as the the natives on this side of Lake Winipi<, give the. 
mere.Rllle _gent lhat dlStmgwshcd aPl'ellatlQU, 
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ceeded on the last course one mile and an half. I 
now took a meridian altitude, which gave 56. Ii. i9. 
north latitude, and continued to proceed west-south
west two miles and an half. Here the Bear River, which 
is of a large appearance, falls in from the east; west 
three miles and an half, south-south-)vest one mile and 
an half, and south-west four miles and an half, when 
weencamped upon an island about seven in the evening. 

During the early part of the day, the current was 
not so strong as we had generally found it, but to
wards the evening it became very rapid, and was bro
ken by numerous islands. \Ve were gratified, as 
usual, with the sight of animals. The land on the 
west side is very ilTegular, but has the appear:lI1ce of 
being a good beaver country; indeed, we saw some 
of those animals in the river. \Vood is in great 
plenty, and several rivulets added :their streams to 
to the main river. A goose was the only article of 
provision which we procured to-day. Smoke was seen 
but at a great distance before us. 

n-ednesday 15. The rain preventecl us from con
tinuing our route till past six in the morning, when 
our course was south-west by west three quarters of 
a mile; at which time we passed a river on the left, 
west by south two miles and an half. The bank was 
steep, and the current strong-. The last course con
tinued one mile and an half, west-south-west, two 
miles, where a river flowed in from the right, west by 
south, one mile and an half, west·north-we~t, one 
mile, and west by north two miles. Here the land 
takes the form of an high ridge, and cut our course, 
which was west for three miles, at right angles. \Ve 
now completed the voyage of this day. 

In the preceding night the water rose upwards of 
two inches, and had risen in this propol,tion si'lce 
our departure. The wind, which was west-south-west, 
blew very hard throughout the day, and with the 
strength of the current, greatly impeded our pro
gress. The river, in this part of it, is full of islands; 
and the land, on the sotlth or left side, is thick 
with wood. Several rivlliets also fall in from that 
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quarter. At the entrance of the river which we pas
lj;ed, tht'!re was a quantity of wood, which had -been 
cut down by axes, and some by the beaver. This 
fall, howevel', was not made, in the opinion of my peo
ple, by any of the Indians with whom we were ac-
~~n~~ , 

The land to the right is of a very irregular eleva
tion and appearanc:e, composed in 50me places of clay, 
and rocky cliffs, and others exhibiting strata of red, 
green and yellow colours. Some parts, indeed, offer 
a beautiful scenery, in some degree similar to that 
which we pagsed on the second day of our voyage, 
and equally enlivened with the elk and the buffaloe, 
who were feeding in great 11umbers, and unmolested 
by thp. hunter. In an island which we passed, there 
was a large quantity of white birch, whose bark might 
b,; employed in the construction of canoes. 

Thursday 16. The weather being clear, we re
embarked at four in the morning, .. nd proceeded west 
by north three miles. Here the land again appeared 
as if it run across our course, and a considerable river 
discharged itself by various stl·eams. According to 
the Rocky Mountain Indian, it is called the Sinew' 
River. This spot would be an excellent situation for 
a fort or factory, as there is plenty of wood, and 
every reason to believe that the countrv abminds in 
beaver. As for the other animals, th;y are in evi
dent abundance, as in every direction the elk and the 
buffaloe are seen in possession of the hills and the 
plains. Our caUl's::: continued west-north-west three 
miles and an half, north-west one mile and all half, 
south-west by west two miles; (the latitude was by 
observation 56. 16. 54. north), west by north half a 
mile, west-north-west three quarters of a mile; a. 
small river appearing on the right, north-west one 
mile and an half, west by ,north half a mile, west by 
south one mile and an half, west one mile; and at se
ven we formed our encampment. 

Mr. Mackay, and one of the young men, killed 
two elks, and mortally wounded a buffaloe, but we 
only took a pf\rt of the flesh of the former. The laud 
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above the spot where we encamped, spreads into an 
extensive plain, and stretcheii on to a very high ridge, 
which, in some parts, presents a face of rock, but is 
principally covered with verdure, and varied with the 
poplar and white birch tree. The country is so 
crowded with animals as to have the appearance, in. 
some places, of a stall-yard, from the state of the 
ground, and the quantity of dung which is scattered 
over it. The soil is black and light. We this day 
saw two grisly and hideous bears. 

Friday 17. It froze during the night, and the air 
was sharp in the morning, when we continued our 
course west-north-west three miles and an half, south
west by south two miles and an half, south-west by 
west one mile and an half, west three quarters of a 
mile, west-south-west one mile and a quarter, and 
south-west by south one mile and an half. At two in 
the afternoon the rocky mountains appeared in sight, 
with their summits covered with snow, bearing south
west by south ; they formed a very agreeable object 
to every person in the canoe, as we attained the view 
of them much sooner than we expected. A 5mall ri
ver was seen on our right, and we continued our pro
gress south-west by bouth six miles, when we landed 
at seven, which was our usual hour of encampment. 

Mr. Mackay, who was walking along side of the 
river discharged his piece at a buffaloe, when it burst 
near the muz:i:le, but without any mischievous con
sequences. On the high grounds, which were on 
the opposile side of the river, we saw a buffaloe tear
ing up and down with great fury, but could not distin
guish the cause 'Of his impetuous motions; my hun
ters conjectured that he had been wounded with an 
arrow by some of the nativ~s. '\IVe ascended several 
rapids in the course of the day, and saw one bear. 

Saturday, 18. It again froze very hard during the 
night, and at four in the morning we continued our 
voyage, but we had n0t proceeded two hundt'ed yards, 
before an accident happened to the canoe, wich did 
not, however, employ more than three quarters -of all 
hour to complete the l·epair. ,Ve then steered south 
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hy west on,~ !!lile and three quarte-rs, south-west by 
south thr.:-: miles, south-west by west one mile and a 
(luarter, west by south three ql~arters of a mile, south
west half a mile, west by south one mile, south by 
west one mile and an half, south-south-west, where 
there is a small run of water from the rig-ht, three 
miles and an half, when the canoe struck on the stump 
of a tree, and unfortunately where the banks wera so 
steep that there was no place to unload, except a 
small spot, on ,\ hich we contrived to dispose the lao 
ding in the bow, which lightened the canoe so as to 
raise the broken part of it above the surface of the 
water; by which contrivance we reached a conveni· 
€nt situation. It required, however, two hours to 
complete the repair, when the weather became dark 
and cloudy, with thunder, lightning, and rain; we, 
however, continued the la5t course half a mile, and 
at six in the eyening we were compelled by the rain 
to land for the night. 

About noon we had landed on an island where there 
were eight lodges of last year. The native') had pre· 
pared bark here for five canoes, and there is a road 
along the hills which they had passed. Branches 
were CMt and broken along it; and they had also 
stripped off the bark of the trees, to get the interior 
rind, which forms a part of their food. 

The current was very strong through the whole of 
the day, and the coming up along some of the banks 
was rendered very dangerous, from the continual 
falling of la\'ge stones from the upper parts of them. 
Thi~ place appears to be a ])articulal' pass for animals 
across the riYer, as there are paths leading to it on 
both sides, every ten yards. 

In the course of the day we saw a grollnd hog, and 
two cormorants. fhe earth also appeared in several 
places to have been turned lip by the bears in search 
of roots. 

Szmday 19. It rained very itard in the early part 
of the ni ght, but the weather became clear towards 
the morning, when we err;barked at our usual hour. 
As the C\lnent threatened_to be very strong, 1\11'. 
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Mackay, the two hunters, and myself went on shore, 
in orela to lighten the canoe, and a~cended the hills, 
which are covered" ith cypress, ancl but little encum
bered with underw{lod. \Ve found a beaten path, 
and befot'e we had walked a mile fell in with an herd 
of buffaloes, with their young ones ;'but I would not 
suffer the Indians to fit'e on them, from an appre
hension that the report of their fowling-pieces would 
alarm the natives that might be in the neighborhood; 
for we were at this time ~o neal" the monntains, as to 
justify our ex~ctati{)n of seeing some of them. YV c, 
however, sent our dog after the herd, and a cdf was 
~oon secured by him. 'Vhile the young men were 
skinning the animal, we he~.r~, two reports of fire
arms from the canoe, which we answered, as it was a 
~ignal for my return: we then heard another, ~l11cl im
mediately hastened down the bill, with {lUI' veal, 
through a very close wood. There we met one of 
tbe men, who informed us that the c,moe was at a 
small distance below, at the foot of a very strong ra
pid, and that as several waterfall'S appeared up the ri
\"er, we should be obliged to unload and carry. I ac
cordingly hClstened to the canoe, and was g;'eatly dis
pl~ascd that so much time had been lost, ~'s I had gi
ven previous directions that the river should be fol
lowed as long as it was practicable. The last Indians 
whom we S'iW had informed us, that at the fit'st 
mountain there was a considerable succe~,ion of ra
pids, cascades and falb, whicb they never attempted 
to ascend; and whe."e they always passed overlan:i 
the 1ent;th of a day's march. My men imagined that 
the carrying place was at a small distance below us, 
as a path appeal'cd to ascend an hilll.~'Nhere thL~';; 
were several lodges, of the last year's construction. 
The account which had been given nle of the rapids, 
was pcrl"~<:tly correct: though by crossing to the othC'r 
side, { mu,t acknowledge with SO;lIC risk, in such an 
hCL\"y-iacien canoe, thc rirer appedred to mc to be 
practicable, as far as \\ e co Jld seC; the traveL,c, 
th~l'e rore, was attempteci, anu l;ron:d sllccessful. \Ve 
now towed the canoe along an island, and proceed~~ 

X 
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without any considerable difficulty till we reached the 
extremity of it, when the line could be no longer em
ployed; and in endeavoring to clear the point of the 
island, the canoe was drive.l'l with such violence on a 
:;tony shore, as to receive considerable injury. We 
now employed every exertion in our power to repair 
the breach that had been made, as well as to dry such 
articles of our lading as more immediately required it: 
we thcn transported the whole across the point, when 
we re-loaded, and continued our course about three 
quarters of a mile. \Ve could now proceed no fur
ther on this side of the water, and the traverse was 
rendered e}f.tremely dangerous, not only from the 
!ltrength of the current, but by the cascades just below 
us, which if we had got among them, would have in. 
'volved us an,d the .canoe in one common destruction. 
'Ve had no .other .alternative than to return by the 
sam'e course we came, .01' to hazard the traverse, the 
river o.n this side being bounded by a range of steep, 
over-hanging rocks, ben~ath which the current was 
driven on with rs:sistJess impetuosity from the cas
i:ades. Her.e are se~'eral i$lands of solid rock, cover
ed with a small portion of verdure,- which have been 
\Vorn away by the constant force of the current, and 
pccasionally, as I presume, of ice, at the water's edge, 
50 as to be reduced in that part to one-fo~rth the ex· 
tent of the upper surface; presenting, as it w~re, so 
many large tables, e~ch of which was supported by 
a pedestal of a more circumscribed projection. They 
are very elevated for such a sittlation, and afford an 
asylum for geese, which were at this time breeding on 
them. By crossing from one to the other of these 
islanus, we came at length to the main traverse, on 
which we ventured, and w~re successful in our pas
sage. Mr .. :Mackay, and the Indians, who obsered 
our mnnu:uvres from the top of a rock, were in con
tinual alarm !<,.r Oul' safety, with which their own, in
deed, may pe said to have been nearly connected, 
ho\·,t:ver, the dangers which \Te encountered, were 
very much augmented by the heavy loading· of the 
canoe. 
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When we had effected our passage, the current on 
the westside was almost equally violent with that from 
wnence we had just escaped, but the craggy bank be
ing somewhat lower, we were enabled, with a line of 
~ixty fathoms, to tow the canoe, till we came to the 
foot of the most rapid cascade we had hitherto seen. 
Here we unloaded, and carried every thing over a 
rocky point of an hundred and twenty paces. \Vhcn 
the canoe was reloaded, I, with those of my people 
who were not immediately employed, ascended the 
bank, which was there; and, indeed, as far as we couid 
see it, composed of clay, stone, and a yellow gravel. 
My preseRt situation was so elevated, that the men, 
who were coming up a strong point could not heal' 
me, though I called to them with the utmost strengt!l 
of my voice, to lighten the canoe of part of its lp,
ding. And here I could not but reflect with infinite 
anxiety, on the hazard of my enterprize: one false 
step of those who were attached" to the line, or the 
breaking of the line itself, would have at once con
tligned the canoe, and every thing it conl ained, to in
stant destruction; it, however, ascended the rapid in 
perfect security, but new dangers immejiatcJy p~ 
sented themselves, for stones, 1.10th small and grear, 
were continually rolling from the bank, so as to reno 
del' the situation of-those who were dragging '.he ca
noe beneath it extremely perilous; besides, they were 
at every step in danger, from the steepness of the 
ground, of falling into the water; nor was my soli
citude diminished by my being necessarily removed 
at times from the sight of them. 

In OUl' passage through the woods, we came to an 
inclosure, which had been formed by the natives fOI' 

the purpose of setting snares for the elk, and of 
whieh we could not discover the extent. After we 
had travelled for some hours through" the fore'St, which 
consisted of the spruce, birch, and the largest poplars 
I had evel' seen, we sunk dOlVn upon the river, where 
the bank is low, and near the foot of a mountain; 
between which, and a hig'h ridge, the river flows in 
a channel of about one hundred yards bro;.l.d : thougb 



244 Journal oj (l V8yage through the 

at a small distance below, it rushes on between pel'. 
pendicul<ir rocks, where it is not much more than 
half that breadth, Here I remained in great anxiety, 
expecting the alTival of the canoe, and after some 
time I sent Mr. l\1ackay with one of the Indians down 
the ri ver in search of it, and with the other I went up 
it to examine what w:e might expect in that quarter. 
In about a mile and a half 1 came to a part where the 
river washes the feet of lofty precipices, and present
tel, in the form of r<lpicls and cascade5, a succession 
of difl1culties to our navigation. As the canoe did not, 
come in 5ight we returned, and from the placl.:;,\\d1ere I 
had separated with MI'. Mackay, we saw the men car
rying it over a small rocky point. \Ve met them at 
the entrance of the narrow channel all'eady mention. 
ed; theit, difficulties had \;)een great, indeed, and the 
calloe had been bl'oken, but they ha.d persevered with 
success, and having passed the carrying-place, w*' 
proceeded with the line as far as I had already bee~ 
when we crossed over and encamped on the opposite 
beach, but there was no wood on this side of the wa· 
tel', as the adjacent coutltry had been entirely overrun 
by fire. We saw several elks fceding on the edge of 
the opposite precipice, which was upwards of three 
hundred feet in height. 

Our course to-day was about soulh-south-west two 
miles and an half, south-west half a mile, south-west 
by south one mile and an half, south by west half a. 
mile, south-west half a mile, and west one mile and 
an half. There was a shower of hail, and some rain 
from Hying clouds. I now dispatched a man with an 
Indian to visit the rapids above, when the latter soon 
left him to pursue a beaver, which was seen 1ll the. 
~hallow wa~er on the inside of a stony i51ancl; and 
though Mr. Mackay, and the other Indian joined him, 
the animal escaped from their pursuit •• Several others 
were seen in the course of the day, which 1 by no 
means expected, as the banks are almost every where 
so much elevated above the channel of the river. Just 
as the obscurity of the night drew on, the man re~ 
:urned with an account that it would be impracticahle. 
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to pass several points, as well as the super-impeY"..:ling 
promontories. 

lI'londay 20. The weather was clear, wilh a Shal"p 
air, and we renewed our voyage at a quarter past [our, 
on a course south-west by west three qttarters ofa mile. 
We now, with infinite difficulty passed along the fcot 
ofa rock, which, fortunately, was not an hard stone, 
so that we were enabled to cut steps in it for the dis. 
tance of twenty feet; from which, at the hazard of 
my life, I leaped on a small rock below, where I re
ceiveq those who foIlowed me on my shoulders. In 
this m~nner four of us passed and dragged up the ca
noe, in" which attempt we broke her. Very luckily, a 
dry tree had fallen fl"Om the rock above us, witholJt 
which we could not have made a fire, as no wood was 
to be procured within a mile of the place. \Vhen the 
canoe was repail'ed, we continued towing it along 
the rocks t9 the next point, when we embark
ed, as we could not, at present, make any further 
lise of the line, but got along the rocks of a round, 
high island of stone till we came to a small sandy 
'bay. As we had already damaged the canoe, and had 
every reason to think that she soon would risk much 
greater injury, it became necessary for us to supply 
ourselves with bal'k, as our provision of that material 
article was almost exhausted; two men were acccord
ingly sent to pl'Ocure it, whe) soon returned with the 
necessary store. 

Mr. Mackay, and the Indians who had been on shore, 
since we broke the canoe, Wel"e prevented from coming 
to us by the rugged and impassable state of dle ground. 
'Ve, therefore, again resumed our course with the as
sistance of poles, with which we pushed onwards till 
we came beneath a precipice, where we could not find 
any bottom; so that we were again obliged to have re
course to the line, the management of which was ren
dered not only difficult but dangerous, as the men em
ployed in towing were under the necessity of psasing 
on the out!>ide of trees that grew on the edge of the 
precipice. We, howevel', surmounted tllis difficulty, 
aro we had done many others, and the people" ho 1: .. '1 

X 2 
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been walking over land now joined us. They als9 
had met with their obstacles in passing the mountain. 

It now became necessary for \1S to make a traverse, 
where the water was so rapid, that some of the people 
stl'ipped them scI yes to their shirts, that they !llight 
be the better prepared for swimming, in case any ac· 
cident happened to the canoe, which they seriously 
apprehended; but we succeeded in our attempt without 
any other inconvenience except that of taking in wa·. 
tel'. \Ve now came to a cascade, when it was thought 
IJeCessary to take out part of the lading. At noon, 
\, e stopped to take an altitude, opposite to a small rio 
yer that flowed in from the left: while I was thus en
gagel!, the men went on shore to fasten the canoe, 
but as the current was not very strong, they had been 
n.e~ligent in performing this office; it proved, how. 
eve!', sufficiently powerful to sheer her off, and if it 
had not happened, that one of the men, from absolute 
fatigue had remained and held the end of the line, we 
should have been deprived of every means of prose. 
cuting Olll' voyage, as well as of present subsist. 
ence. But notwithstanding the state of my mind on 
l;uch an alarming circun1stance, and an intervening 
doud that interrupted me, the altitude which I took 
had been since proved to he tolerably correct, and gave 
56. north latitude. Our last course was south·south
west two miles and a quarter. 

'Ve now continued OUI' toilsome and perilous pro
gress with the line· west by north, and as we proceed. 
cd the rapidity of the current increased, so that in the 
distance of two miles we were obliged to unload four 
times, and carry every thing but the canoe: indeed, 
in many places, it was with the utmost difficulty that 
"\ve could prevent her from being dashed to pieces 
against the rocks by the violence of the eddies. At 
five we had proceeded to where the river was one con
tinued rapid. Here we again took every thing out of 
the canoe, in order to tow her up with the line, though 
the ro€.ks \yere so 5helyinK as greatly to increase the 
toil and hazard of that operation. At length, how· 
eyer, the a1!;itation of the water was so great, that a. 



North-West Continent oj Am~rica. 247 

wave stl'iking on the bow of the canoe, broke the line, 
and filled us with inexpressible dismay, as it appear
ed impossible that the vessel could escape from being 
dashed to pieces, and those who were in her from pe
rishing. Another wave, however, more propitious 
than the former, drove her out of the tumbling water, 
so that the men were enabled to bring her ashore, and 
though she had been carried over rocks by these 
sweUs which left them naked a moment after, the ca
noe had received no material injury. The men were, 
however, in su(;h a state from their late alarm, that- it 
would not only have been unavailing but imprudent 
to have proposed any further progress at present, par
ticularly as the river above us, as far as we could see, 
was one white sheet of foaming water. 

CHAPTER IV. 

Continuation of difi'lculties and ttangers. Discontents among- the people. St.'lte of 
the river and its banks. \"O!t:olniC chasms in the eanh. Dispatch various per
sons to dhcover ways across the mountain. Obstacles present themselves on 
all sides. Preparations made to attempt the mountain. Account of the 
a~cent with the canoe and baggage. The trees th~t are found there. Arnve 
at the river. Extraordinary circumstances of It. Curious hoUows in Ih.! 
rucks. Prepare the canue. l<enew uur progress up the river. The state of 
it. Leal'c some tokens of 'amity for the natives. The weather very ("old. 
~ost a book of my obscn'atiotls for several days. Continue to proceed up the 
ILver. Send a letter down the current, in a rum-keg. Came to the fLlrks, 
and. proceed up the EJstern branch. Circumstances ot it. 

M,"',lT h d' d'ffi I' d d H93, j HAT t e lscouragements, 1 CU ties an an-
gt:rs, which had hiterto attended the progress of our 
enterprize, should have excited a wish in several of 
those whQ were engaged in it to discontinue the pur
suit, might be naturally expected; and indeed it be
gan to be muttered on all sides that there was no al
ternative but to return. 

Instead of paying any attention to these murmurs, 
I desired those who had uttered them to exert them
selves in gaining an ascent of the hiJI, and encamp 
there for the night. In the n.ean time I set off with 
one of tht: Indians, and though I continued my exa
mination of the river almost as long as there was any 
light to assist me, I could set: no end of the rapid5 



248 Journal of a Voyage through the 

and cascades; I was, therefore, perfect(y satisfied, 
that it would be impracticable to proceed any further 
by water. \Ve returned from this l'econnoiti'ing ex
cursion very much fatigued, with oU!' shoes worn out 
~lDd vyounded feet; when I found that, by felling trees 
on the declivity of the first hili, my people had con
tl'i\~ed to ascend it. 

From the place where I had taken the altitude at 
noon, to the plac>:: where we made our landing, the rio 
n:r is not more tha" fifty y}.i·~\S \7ide, and flows be
tween stupendous rocks, from whence huge fragments 
sometimes tumble down, <mel falling; from such an 
height, dash into small stones with sharp points, and 
form the beach between the rocky projections. 
Along the face of some of these pr(tcipices, there ap
pears a stratum of a bitumenous substance which reo 
sembles coal; though while some of the pieces of it 
appeared to be excellent fuel, others resisted for a 
considerable time, the action of fire, and did not emit 
t;le least flame. The whole of this day's course 
would have been altogether impracticable, if the wa· 
tel' had been higher, which must be the case at eer
taill seasons. 'Ve saw also several encampments of 
tl~e Knisteneaux along the river, which lllU5t have 
been formed by them on their ,yar excursions; a deci
ded proof of the savage, blood-thirsty disposition of 
that people; as nothing less than ~tlch a spirit could 
im pel them to encounter the d;fliculties of this almost 
inaccessible country, whose natives are equally unoI'· 
feneling and defence;·ess. 

Mr. Mackay informed me, that in passing over the 
mountains, he observed several chasms in the earth 
that emitted heat and smoke, which diffused a strong 
sulphurcous stench. I should certainly have visited 
this ph:cnomenon, if I had been sufficiently qualified 
as a naturalist, to have offered scientific conjecltircs 
or observations thereon. 

Tuesday 21. It rained in the morning, and did 
not cease till about eight, and as the men had been 
very fatigued and disheartened, I suffe:red them,..u.
continue their rest till that hour. Such wa'J tl1e statl: 
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"r the river, as I have already obsel'ved, that no alter
native was left us ; nor did any means of proceeding 
present themselves to us, but the passage of the moun
tain o,"cr which we were to cilny the canoe as well as 
the bagga~e. As this was a very alarming enter
prize, I dispatched :\It'. Mackay with three men, and 
the two Indians, to proceed in a straight course from 
the top of the mountain, and to keep the line of the 
rivet' till they should find it navigable. If it should be 
their opinion, that there was no practicable passage in 
that direction, two of them were instructed to return, 
in order to make their report; while the others were 
to go in seat'ch of the Indian carrying-place. 'Vhile 
they were engaged in this excursion, the people who 
remained with me wcre employed in gumming the 
canoe, and making handles for the axes. At noon I 
got an altitude, which made our latitude 56. O. 8. At 
three o'clock had time, when my watch was slow 1.31. 
32. apparent time. 

At sun-set, Mr. Mackay returned with one of the 
men, and in about two hours was followed by the 
others. They had penetrated thick woods, ascended 
hills, and sunk into vallies, till they got beyond the ra
pids, which, according to their calculation, was a dis
tance of three leagues. The two parties retul'lled by 
ditTerent routes, but they both agreed, that with all its 
llilliculties, and they wel'e of a very alarming natlll'e, 
the outward course was that which must be prefer .. 
red. Unpt"omising, however, as the account of theil" 
expedition appeared, it did not sink them into a state 
of discouragement: and a kettle of wild rice, sweet
ened with sugar, which had been prepared fOl' their re
turn, with their usual regale of \'lun, soon renewed 
that courage which disdained all obstacles that threat
ened our pl'Ogt'e"ss; and they went to rest, with a full 
determination to surmount them. on the morrow. I 
sat up, in the hope of getting an observation of Jup;. 
tel' and his fi.rst satellite, but the cloudy weathel' pre
vented my obtaining it. 

fl'edne8day 22. At break of day we entered on the 
eXlraordinary journey which was to occupy the re-
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maining part of it. The men began, without delay, te 
cut a road up the mountain, and as the trees were 
but of small growth, I ordered them to fell those 
which they found cOllvenient, in such a manner, that 
they might fall parallel with the road, but, at the same 
time, not separate them entirely from the stumps, so 
that they might form a kind of railing on either side. 
The bag-gage was now brought from the water-side to 
our encampment. This was likewise from the steep 
shelving of the rocks, a very perilous undertaking; as 
one false step of any of the people employed in it, 
would have been in'stantly followed by falling head
long into the water. When this important object was 
attained, the whole of the party proceeded with no 
small degree of apprehension, to fetch the canoe, 
,,.hich, in a short time, was also brought to the en
campment; and, as soon as we had recovered from 
our fatigue, we advanced with it up the mountain, 
having the Ene doubied and fastened stlcces"ively as 
we ',-;-ent on to the stumps, while a 'man at the end 
of it, hauled it round a tree, holding it on and shifting 
it as we proceeded; so that we may be said, with 
strict truth, to have warped the canoe up the moun· 
tain; indeed, by a general and most laborious exer
tion, we got every thing to the summit by two in the 
afternoon. At noon, the latitude was 56. O. 47. 
north. At five, I sent the men to cut the road on
wards, "hich they effected for about a mile, when 
they returned. 

The weather was cloudy at intervals, with showers 
and thunder. At about ten, I observed an emersion 
of Jupiter's second satellite; time by the achrometer 
8. 32. 20. by which I found the longitude to be 120. 
29. 30. west from Greenwich. 

Thursday 23. The weather was clear at four this 
morning, when the men began to carry. I joined Mr. 
Mackay, and the two Indians, in the labor of cutting 
a road. The ground continued rising I!ently till noon, 
when it began to decline; but though ~n such an ele
vated situation, we could see but little, as mountains 
tlf a still higher elevation, and covered with snow, 
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were seen far above us in every direction. In the af
ternoon the ground became very uneven; hills and 
deep defiles alternately presented themselves to us. 
Our progress, however, exceeded my expectatIOn, 
and it was not till four in the afternoon that the carri
ers overtook us. At five, in a state of fatigue, that 
may be more readily conceived than expressed, we 
,encamped near a rivulet or spring that issued from be
peath a large mass of ice and snow. 

Our toilsome journey of this day I computed at 
abeut three miles; along the first of which the land is 
covered with plenty of wood, consisting of larg'e tree~, 
encumbered with little underwood, through which it 
was by no means difficult to open a road, by following 
a well-peaten elk path; for the two succeeding miles 
we found the country overspread with the trunks of 
trees, laid low by fire some years ago; among which 
large copses had sprung up of a close growth, and in
termixed with briars, so as to render the passage 
through them painful and tedious. The soil in the 
woods is light and of a dusky color; that in the burn
ed country is a mixture of sand and clay with small 
stones." 'fhe trees are spruce, red-pine, cypress, pop
lar, white birch, willow, alder, arrow-wood, red
wood, liard, service-tree, bois picant, &c, I never 
$awany of the last kind before. It rises to about nine 
feet in height, grows in joints without branches, and 
is tufted at the extremity. The stem is of an equal 
size from the bottom to the top, and does not exceed 
an inch in diameter; it is covered with small prickles, 
which caught our trowsers, and working through 
sometimes found their way to the flesh. The shrubs 
are, the goosebel'l'y, the currant, and the several 
kinds of briars. 

Friday 24. "Ve continued 0111' very laborious jour
ney, which led us down some steep hills, "nd through 
a wood of tall pines. After much toil and trouble in 
bearing the cunoe through the dil;.t1cult passages w~lich 
we encountered, at four in the afternoon we arl'lved 
at the river, some hundred yal'ds above the ral~ids or 
falls, with all OUI' baggage. I compute the distance 
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of this day's progress to be about four miles; indeed, 
I should have measured the whole of tbe way, if I had 
not been obliged to engage personally in the labor of 
making the road. But after all, the Indian carrying 
way, whatever may be its length, and I think it can
not exceed ten miles, will always be found more safe 
and expeditious than the passage which OUl' toil and 
perseverance fOI'med and surmounted. 

Those of my people who visited this place on the 
21 st, were of opinion that the water had risen very 
much since that time. About two hundred yards be
low us, the stream rushed with an astonishing but si
lent velocity, between perpendicular rocks, which are 
110t more th<tn thirty-five yards asunder: when the wa
ter is high, it runs over those rocks, ill a channel three 
time'> that breadth, where it is bounded by far more 
elevated precipices. In the former are deep, round 
holes, some of which are full of water, while others 
are empty, in whose bottom are small round stones, 
as smooth as marble. Some of these natural cylinders 
would contain two hundred gallons. At a small dis
tance below the fil'st of these rocks, the channel 
widens in a kind of zi g-zag progres~ion; and, it was 
really awful to behold, with what infinite force the 
watel' drives against the rock" on one side, and 
with what impetuous strength it is repelled to the. 
other: it then falls back, as it were, into a mori 
straight but rugged passage, over \\'hich it' is tossed 
in high, foaming, half-formed billows, as far as the 
eye could ['Jllow it • 

. The young men informed me that this was the 
place where theil' relations had told me that I should 
meet with a fall equal to that of Niagara: to excul
pate them, however, from their apparent misinforma. 
tion, they declared that their friends were not accus
tomed to uttel' falshoods, and that the fall had pro. 
bably been destroyed by the force of the water. It is, 
however, very evident, that the;;;e people had not 
been here, 01' did not adhere to the truth. By the 
number of trees which appeared to llave been felled 
with axes, we discoyen:d that the Knisleneaux,.ol· some 
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tribes who are known to employ that instrument, had 
'passed this way. We passed through a snare inclo
sure, but saw no anim'als, though the country was ve
.ry much intersected by their tr,acks. 

Saturday 25. It rained throughout the night, and 
till twelve this day ; while the business of preparing 
·great and small poles, and putting the canoe in order, 
ikc. caused us to remain here till five in the after
·noon. I now attached a knife, with a steel, flint, 
'beads,' and other trifling articles to a pole, which I 
erected, and left as a token of amity to the natives. 
,When I was making this arrangement, one of my 
,attendants, whom I have"already described under the 
title of the Cancre, added to my assortment a small, 
round piece of green wood, chewed at one end in the 
form of a brush, which the Indians use to pick the 
marrow out of bones. This, he informed me, was 
an emblem of a country abounding in animals. The 
water had risen during our stay here, one foot and 
an half perpendicular height. 

We now embarked, and our course was north-west 
one mile and three quarters. There were mountains 
on all sides of us, which were covered with snow: 
one in particular, on the south side of the river, rose 
to a great height. We continued to proceed west 
three quarters of a mile, north-west one mile, and 
west-south-west a quarter of a mile, when we en
camped for the night. The Cancre killed a small 
elk. 

Sunday 26. The weather was clear and sharp, 
and between three and four in the morning we re
newed our voyage, our first course being west by 
south three miles and an, half, . when the men COIll

plained of the cold in their fingers, as they were 
-obliged to push on the canoe with the poles. Here a 
small river flowed in from the north. We. now con
tinued to steel' west-south-weit a quarter of li mile, 
west-north-west a mile and an half, an.d west two 
miles, when we found ourselves. on a parallel WIth a 
chain of mountains on both sick; the I i·,.;;r, ru;tning 
south and north.' The river, both yesterday and the 

y 
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early part (!)f to.day, was from four to eight hundred 
yards wide, and full of islands, but was at this time 
diminished to about two hundred yards broad. and 
free from islands, with a smooth but strong current. 
Our next course was south-west two miles, when we 
encountered a rapid, and saw an encampment of the 
Knisteneaux. We now proceeded north-west by west 
one mile, among islands south-west by west three 
quarters of a mile, south-south-east one mile, veered 
to south-west th\'ough islands three miles and an 
half, and south by east half a mile. Here a river 
poured in Oil the left, which was the most cansidera
ble that we had seen since we had passed the mountain. 
At seven in the evening we landed and encamped, 

Though the sun had shone upon us througho'~t the 
day, the air was so cold that the men, though active· 
ly employed, could not resist it without the aid of 
their blanket coats. This circumstance might in 
some degree be expected from the sUlTounding 
mountains, which were covered with ice and snow; 
but as they are not so high as to produce the extreme 
cold which we suffered, it must be more particularly 
attributed to the high situation of the country itself, 
rathel' than to the local elevation of the mountains, 
the greate5t height of which does not e:r:.ceed fifteen 
hundred feet; though in general they do not rise to 
half that altitude. Hut as I had not been able to take 
an exact measurement, I do not presume upon the 
accuracy of my conjecture. Towards the bottom of 
these heights,. which were cledr of snow, the trees 
were putting forth their leaves, while those in the 
middle region still retained all the characteristics of 
winter, and on theil' upper parts there was little or 
no wood. 

lltIonday 27. 'I(. The weOlther was clear and we can· 
tinued our voyage at the usual hour, when we sue· 
cessively found several rapids and points to impede 
our progress. At noon our latitude was 56. 5. 54. 

*' From this day, ~o the 4th June the .courses o~mr voyage are C?mitte~, as I lo~t 
the buok lhi!t cuntalned them. 1 was In the habit of swmellmes indulging my~lf 
vlllh a 5hort doze in the canoe, and 1 imagine that the branches of rhe treesurush .. 
.eli my book f10m me, when 1 was in IJuch", iiLuatioD, wbicll rendeIS the .u.:<:vunt 
'If tlleco few d.ys 1;55 di>tlll;:t ilian usual. 
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north. The ll1dians killed a stag; and one of the 
men who went to fetch it was very much endangered 
by the rolling down of a large stone from the heights 
above him. 

Tuesday 28. The day was very cloudy. The 
mountains on both sides of the river seemed to have 
sunk, in their elevation, during the voyage of yester
day. To.day they resumed their former altitude, and 
run so close on either side of the channel, that all 
view was excluded of every thing but themselves. 
This part of th;:: current was not brokt:n by islands; 
but in the afternoon we approached some cascades, 
which obliged us to carry our canoe and its lading for 
several hUladr~d yards. Here we observed an en
campment of the natives, though !'lome time ha,l 
elapsed since it had been inhabited. The greater l)art 
of the day was divided between heavy showers and 
small rain ; and we took our station on the shore 
about six in the evening, about three miles above the 
last rapid. 

fVedneBday 29. The rain was so violent through
out the whole of this day, that we did not venture to 
proceed. As we had almost expended the contents of 
a rum-keg, and this being a day which allowed of no 
active employment, I amused myself with the experi
ment of inclosing a letter in it, and dispatched it down: 
the stl'eam, to take its fate. I accordingly introduced 
a written account of all (lUI' hardships, &c. carefully 
inclosed in bark, into the small barrel by the bung
hole, which being carefully secured, I consigned this 
ej)i3tolary cargo to the mercy of the current. 

1 flursday 30. We were alarmed this morning at 
the break of day, by the continual barking of our dog, 
who never ceased from running backwards and for
ward in the rear of our situation; when, however, the 
day advanced, we discovered the cause of our alarm 
to proceed from a wolf who was parading a ridge a 
few yards behind us, and had been most probably al
lured by the scent of our small portion of fresh meat. 
The weathel' 'was cloudy, but it did not prevent U$ 

from renewing OUt· progress at a very early hour. 
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A considerable river appeared from the left, and we 
continued our course till seven in the evening, when 
we landed at night where there was an Indian en. 
campment. 

Friday 3 \. The morning was clear and cold, and the 
current very powerful. On crossing the mouth of a 
river that flowed in from the right of us, we were ve
ry much endanf;ered ; indeed, all the rivers which I 
lla\'e lately seell, appear to overflow their natural li
mits, as it may be supposed, from the melting of the 
mountain snow. The water is almost white, the bed 
.."f the river being of lime-stone. The mountains are 
one solid mass of the same materials, but without the 
least shade of trees, or decoration of foliage •. At 
nine the men were so cold that we landed, in order 
to kindle a fire, which was considered as a very un
common circum&tance at this season; a small quan
tity of rum, however, served as an adequate sub~ti
tute ; and the cUl'rent being so smooth as to admit 
of the use of paddles, I encouraged them to proceed 
without any further delay. In a short time an exten
sive view opened upon tiS, displaying a beautiful 
sheet of wat~I', that was heightened by the calmness 
of the weather, and a splendid snn. Here the moun
tains, which were covered with wood, opened on either 
side, 80 that we entertained the hope of soon leaving 
them behind us. Vi/hen we had got to tl:e termina
tion of this prospect, the river was barred with rocks, 
forming cascades and small islands. To proceed on
wards, we were under the necessity of clearing a nar
}'ow passage of the drifl wood,on the left shore. Here 
the view convinced us that our late hopes were with
out foundation, as there appeared a ridge or chain of 
mountains, running south and north as far -as the eye 
could reach. 

On advancing two or three miles, we arrived at the 
fork, one branch running about west-north-west, and 
the other south-south-east. If I had been governed 
by my own judgment, I should have taken the former, 
as it appeared to me to be the most likely to bring us 
nearest to the part where I wished to ·fall on th.e Pa-
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Clnc Ocean, but the old man, whom I have already 
mentioned 'IS havin:; been frequently on war expedi~ 
tio"s in this country, had warned me not, on any ae
count, to follow it, as it was soon lost in various 
branches among the mountains, and that there was 
no great rivel' that ran in any direction near it; but by 
following the latter, he said, we should arrive at a 
carrying-place to another large river, that did not ex
ceed a day's march, where the inhabitants build hou
ses, and live upon islands. There was so much ap
parent truth in the old ma.n's narrative, that I de
termined to be governed by it; for I did not entertain 
the least doubt, if I could get into the other river, 
that I should reach the ocean. 

I accordingly ordered my steersman to proceed at 
once to the east branch, which appeared to be 
more rapid than the other, though it did not pos
sess an equal breadth. These circumstartces dis
posed my men and Indians, the latter in particular 
being very tired of the voyage, to express their wish
es that I should take the western branch, especially 
when they perceived the difficulty of stemming the 
current in the direction on which I had determim:d. 
Indeed, the rush of the water was so powerful. that 
we were the greatest part of the afternoon in gettin!;. 
two or three miles-a very tardy and mortifying pro
gress, and which, with the voyage, was openly e}{e
crated by many of those who were engaged in it ; 
and the inexpressible toil these people had endured, a!'l 
well as the dangers they had encountered, requil'ecl 
some degree of consideration; I therefore employed 
those arguments which were the best calculated to 
calm their immediate discontents, as well as to en
cOUl'age their future hopes, though, at the same time, 
I delivered my sentiments in such a manner as to con
vince them that I was determined to proceed. 

On the 1st of June we embarked at sun-rise, and 
towards noon the current began to slacken; we then 
put to shore, in order to gum the canoe, when a me
ridian altitude gave me 55. 42. 16. north latitude. 
\Ve then continued our COUl'se, and towards the even· 

Y2 
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ing the current began to recover its former strength. 
Mr. Mackay and the Indians had already disembark
ed, to walk and lighten the boat. At sun-set, we en
camped on a point, being the first dry land which had 
been found on this side the river, that was fit for our 
purpose, since our people went on shore. In the 
morning we passed a large rapid river, that flowed in 
from the right. 

In no part of the north-west did I see so much bea. 
ver-work, within an eqlial distance, as in the course of 
this day. In some places they had cut down several 
acres of large poplars; and we saw also a greatnum
bel' of these active and sagacious animals. The time 
'which these wonderful creatures allot for their labours, 
whether in erecting their curious habitations, or provid
ing food, is the whole of the interval between. the set
tillg and the rising sun. 

Towards the dusky part of the evening we heard se
'eral discharges from the fowling piect:s of our peo. 
Ille, ... , hich we answfl'ed, to inform them of our situa
tIOn ; and some time after it was dark, they arrived in 
an equal state of fatigue and alarm: they were also ob
liged to swim across a channel in order to get to us, 
as we were situated on ~J.l1 island, though we were ig
Dorar,t of the circumstance, till they came to inform 
us. One of the Indians was positive that he,heard the 
discharge of fire-arms above our encampment; and on 
comparing the number of our discharges with theirs, 
1 iH::i'e appt:ared to be some foundation for hIS alarm, 
as we imagined that "'e had heard two reports more 
than they ackntmledged; and, in their turn, declared 
that they heard twice the number of those "hich we 
knew had proceeded from us. The Indians were 
therefore certain, that the Knisteneaux must be in our 
'vicinity, on a war expedition, and consequently, if they 
were numerous, we should have haG no rt:ason to ex
pect the le~.st mercy from them in this distant coun
try. Though I did not believe that circumstance, or 
that any of the nati,'es could be in possession of fire
arms, I thought it right, at all events, we should be 
prepared. Our fusees were, therefore, primed and 

1 I 
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.Ioadt!d, and having extinguished our fire, each of us 
took his station at the foot of a tree, where we passed 
an uneasy and restless night. 

The succeeding morning being clear and pleasant, 
we proceeded at an early hour against a rapid current, 
intersected by islands. About eight we passed two 
large trees, whose roots having been undermined by 
the current, had recently fallen into the river; and, in 
my opinion, the crash of their fall h ad occasioned the 
.noise which caused our late alarm. In this manner the 
water ravages the islands ill these rivers, and by driv· 
ing down great quantities of wood, forms the founda
tions of others. The men were so oppressed with fa· 
tigue, that it was necessary they should encamp at six 
in the afternoon. We, therefore landed on a sandy 
island, which is a very uncommon object, as the great
er part of the islands consist of a bottom of round 
stones a,nd gravel, covered from three to ten feet with 
mud and old drift-wood. Beayer-work was as fre
quently seen all on the preceding day. 
o On the 3d of June we renewed our voyage with 
the rising SUllo At noon I obtained a meridian alti
titude, which gave 55. 22. 3. north latitude. I also 
took time, and lhe watch was slow 1. 30. 14. appa
rent time. According to my calculation, this place is 
about twenty-five miles south-east of the fork." 

CHAPTER V. 

Cuu.;.inue ourvoy~ge. Heavy fug. The water rises. Succession of course;, Pro .. 
gre3Sive Jccount of this branch. Leave the canoe to proceed, and ascend an 
hIlI to reconnoitre. C imb a tree to extend my v-iew of tile country. Return 
to the river. The canee not arriverl. Go in search of it. E\.treme beat, ml1';~ 
qui toe:::, &c. Increasing anxiety respecting the canoe. It at length appears. 
Violenl storm. Circumstam:esofour prugress. Forced to haul th,e canoe ulJ 
the stream by the branches of trees. Succession of coun,es. Wild parsmp5 
along the river. Expect to Hleet with natives. Course5 cunti~ued. l~aJl in 
with some nath'es. Our intercourse with them. Account of. their dress, arms, 
utensils, manners, &c. New discouragements and difficulues present them
selves. 

Yrl.nc 1793. J Woo . 
TUI'''/''Y ·1. E embarked tIllS mOlonmg at four, m a 
very heavy fog. The water had been continually 

*' I sh.111 now proceed with my u~ual regularit}', which, as ,I have already ,mcn
ti,oDed, ho.LlI been, fur some days, suspended, frum the loss or IllY book of obllcrvi,i.-
tWll. ' 
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rIsmg, and in many places, overflowed its banks. 
The current also was so strong, that our progress was 
very tedious, and required the most laborious exer
tions. Our course was this day, south-south-east one 
mile, south-south-west half a mile, !iouth-east three 
quarters of a mile, north-east by ea!;t three quarters 
of a mile, south-east half a mile, south-east by south 
one mile, south-south-east one mile and three quar
ters, south-east by south half a mile, east by south, a 
quarter of a mile, south-east three quarters of a mile, 
north-east by east half a mile, east by north a quar
ter of a mile, south east half a mile, south-east by 
south a quarter of a mile, south-ea~t half a mile, 
north-east by east half a mile, north-north-east three 
quarters of a mile, to south by east one mile and an 
half. We could not find a place fit for an encamp. 
ment, till nine at night, when we landed on a bank of 
gravd, of which little more appeared above water 
than the spot we occupied. 

fVednesday 5. This morning we found our canoe 
and baggage in the water which had continued rising 
during the night. We then gummed the canoe, as 
we arrived at too late an hour to perform that opera
tion on the preceding evening. This necessary bu
siness being completed, we traversed to the north 
shore, where I disembarked with Mr. Mackay; and 
t~e hunters, in ord,er to ascend an adjacent mountain, 
with the hope of obtaining a view of the interior part 
of the country. I directed my people to proceed 
with all possible diligence, and that, if they met with 
any accident, or found my return necessary, they 
should fire two guns. They also understood, that 
when they should hear the same signal from me, they 
were to answer, and wait for me, if I were behind 
them. 

When we had ascended to the summit of the hill, 
we found that it extended onwards in an even, level 
co~ntry ; so that, encumbered as we were, with the 
thIck wood, no distant view could be obtained; 
I t~ercfore climbed a very lofty tree, from whose top 
I dlscerned, on the rightJ a ridge of mountains cover· 
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cd with snow, Learing about north-west; from thence 
another ridge of high land, whereon no snow was vi
sible, stretched towards the south; between which, 
and the snowy hills on the east side, there appeared 
to be an opening, which we determined to be the 
course of the river. 

Having ohtained all the satisfaction that the nature 
of the place would admit, we proceeded forward to 
overtake the canoe, and after a warm walk, came 
clown upon the river, when we discharged our pieces 
twice, But received no answering signal. I was of 
opinion, that the canoe was before us, while the In
dians entertained an opposite notion. I, however, 
crossed another point of land, and came again to the 
water-side about ten} Here we had a long view of 
the j'iver, which circumstance excited, in my mind, 
some doubts of my former sentiments. vVe repeated 
our signals, but without any return; and as every 
moment now increased my anxiety, I left Mr. Mac
kay and one of the Inclians at this spot to make a 
large fire, and send branches adrift down the current, 
as notices of our situation, if the canoe was behind 
us ; ,and proceeded with the other Indian across a 
very long point, where the river makes a considera
ble bend, in order that I might be satisfied if the ca
noe was a-head. Having been accustomed, for the 
Jast fortnight to very cold weather, I found the heat 
of this day almost insupportable, as our way layover 
a dry sand, which was relieved by no shade, but such 
as a few scattered cypresses could afford us_ About 
twelve we arrived once more at tLe river, and the 
discharge of our pieces was as un5uccessful as it had 
hitherto been. The water rushed before us "it]; un~ 
common velocity; and we also tried the experiment 
of sending fl'esh branches down it. To add to the 
disagreeableness of our situation, the gnats anel mus
quitoes appearerl in swarms to torment us. \Vhen 
we r.:turned to our companions, we founel that tht:l hll not been contented with remaining in the POS1-

tio 1 where I had left them, but had been three or 
fou miles down the rivel', but were come back ttl 
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their station, without having made any discovery of 
the people on the water. 

Various, very unpleasing conjectures at once per
plexed and distressed us. The Indians, who are in
clined to magnify evils of any and every kind, had at 
once consigned the canoe and everyone on board it 
to the bottom; and were already setting a plan tc;> re
turn upon a raft, as well as calculating the number of 
nights that would be required to reach theil' home. 
As for myself, it will be easily believed, that my 
mind was in a state of extreme agitation: and the im
prudence of my conduct in leaving the people, in 
such a situation of dangerous and toilsome exeJ'tion, 
added a very painful mortification to the severe ap
prehensions I already suffered: It wa~ an act of in
discretion which might have put an end to the voy
age that I had so much at heart, and compelled me 
at length to submit to the scheme which my hunters 
had already formed for our return. 

At half P2.st six in the evening, Mr. Mackay and 
the Cancre set off to procct:d clown the river, as far. 
as they could befOl'e the night came on, and to conti
nue their journey in the morning to the place where 
we had encamped the pl't!ceding evening. I also pro
posed to make my excurhion upwards; and, if we 
both failed of success in meeting the canoe, it wa5 a
greed that we should return to the place where we 
now separated, 

In this situation we had wherewithal to drink in 
plenty, but with solid food we were totally unprovid. 
ed. We had not seen even a partridge thl'ough~ut 
the day, and the tracks of rein-deer that we had dis. 
covered, were of an old date. \Ve were, however, 
preparing to make a bed of the branche!> of trees, 
where we should have had no othel' canopy than that 
afforded us by the heavens, when we heard a shot, 
and soon after another, which was the notice agreed 
upon, if Mr. Mackay and the Indian should see the 
canoe ; that fortunate circumstance was also confirm
ed by a return of the signal from the people. I was, 
however, so fatigued from the heat of tlte day, as well 
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as incommoded from drinking so much cold water, 
that I did not wish to remove till the following morn
ing ; but the Indian made such bitter complaints of 
cold and hunger which he ~mffel'ed, that I complied 
with his wlicitatiens to depart; and it was almost 
dark when we reached 'the canoe, barefooted, and 
drenched with rain. But these inconveniencies af
Jected me very little, when I saw myself once more 
'surrounded with my people. They informed me, 
that the canoe had been broken; and that they had 
this day experienced much greater toil and hardships 
than on any former occasion. I thought it prudent to 
affect a belief of every representation that they made, 
and even to comfort each of them with a consolatory 
dram: for, however difficult the passage might have 
been, it was too short to have occupied the whole day, 
if they had not relaxed in their exertions. The rain 
was accompanied with thunder and lightning. 

It appeared from the various encampments which 
we had seen, and from several paddles we had found, 
that the natives frequent this part of the country at 
the latter end of the summel' and the fall. The ,"ourse 
to-day was nearly east-south-east two miles and an 
half, south by west one mile, south-south-east one 
mile and an half, east two miles, and south-east by 
south one mile. 

1'hur8day 6. At half past four this morning we 
continued our voyage, our courses being south-east 
by south one mile, east by south three quarters of a 
mile, south-east by east two miles. The whole of 
this distance we proceeded by hauling the canoe from 
branch to branch. The current was so strong, that it 
was impossible to stem it with the paddles: the depth 
was too great to receive any assistance from the poles, 
and the bank of the river was so closely lined with 
willows and other trees, that it was impossible to em
ploy the line. As it was past twelve before we could 
find a place that would allow of our landing, I could' 
not get a meridian altitude. We occupied the rest 
of the day in repairing the canoe, drying our clothes, 
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and making paddles and poles to replace those which 
had been broken or lost. 

Friday 7. The morning was clear -and calm ;. and 
since we had been at this station the water had risen 
two inches; 50 that the current became stili stronger; 
and its velocity had already been.50 great as to justify 
our despair in getting up it, if we had not been so 
long accustomed to surmount it. I last night observ. 
ed an emersion of Jupiter's first satellite, but inad· 
vertel}tly went to bed, without committing the exact 
time to writing: if my memory i:> correct it was 8. 
18. 10. by the time-piece. The canoe, which hac! 
been little better than a wreck, being now -repaired, 
we procee.ded east two miles and a quarter, south
south-east half a mile, south-east a quarter of a mile, 
when we landed to take an altitude for time. We 
continued our route at south-east by east three quar
ters of a mile, and landed again to determine the lati
tude, which is 55. 2.51. To this I adel, 2. 45. south
ing, which will make the place of taking altitude for 
time 55. 5. 36. with which I find that my time-piece 
was slow I. 32.23. apparent time; and made the lon
gitude obtained 12:2. 35.50. \"est of Greenwich. 

From this place we proceeded east by south fOUl' 
miles and an half, east-south-east one mile and an half, 
in which space there falls in a small river from the 
east; east half a mile, south-east a mile and an half, 
elst a qual-tel' of a mile, and encamped at seven o'clock. 
MI'. Mackay and the hunters walked the greatest part 
of the day, and in the course of their excursion killed 
a pOl'cupinc.'* Here we found the bed of a very large 
bear quite fresh. During the day several Indian en
campments were seen, which were of a late erection. 
The current had also lost some of its impetll05ity du
ring the greater part of the day. 

Saturday S. It rained and thundered through the 
night, and at four in the rnorniflg we again encoun
tered the current. Our course \\ as east a quarter of 

II: ''''',e had hern obliged to indulge our hup tel ~ With titting idle.in 1he canoe1 It'bt 
t!Kir u~lllg compelled to ~hare In the labor uf navigating It J!i.' .l:J dJ "',"'51 Jnd OII\'C 
'n('n} tlvm us. We) ~hercfore, employed them as mlJcb as po~iblc Ollllhult!, a$ 
'V..:]! to l'focure pro\'lslOos as to lighten the canoe. 



North-West C(Jntinent oJ .A.meriea. 2U 

a mile, round to SQuth by east along a very high, 
white, sandy bank on the east shore, three qua,rters 
of a mile, south-south-east a quarter of a mile, south
lOuth-west a quarter of a mile, south-south-east one 
mile and a quarter, south-east two miles, with a slack 
current; south-east by east two miles and a quarter; 
east a quarter of a mile, south-south-east a quarter 
of a mile, south-east by south four miles aud an half; 
south-east one mile and an half, south-south-west half 
a mile, east-north-east half a mile, east-south-east a 
quarter of a mile, south-east by south one mile, south-
east by east half a mile, east by south three quarters 
of a mile, when the mountains were in full view in 
this direction, and eastward. For the three last days 
we could only see them at short intervals and long 
distances; but till then, they were continually in 
light on either side, from our entrance into the fork. 
Those to the left were at no great distance from us, 

For the last two days we had been anxiously look
ing out for the carrying-place, but could not discover 
it, and our only hope was in such information as we 
should be a.ble to procure from the natives. All that 
remained for us to do, was to push forwards till the 
river should be no longer navigable: it had now, in
deed, overflowed its banks, so that it was eight at 
lIight before we could discover a place to encamp. 
Having found plenty of wild parsnips, we gathered the 
tops, and boiled them with pemmican for our supper. 

Sund~y 9. The rain of this morning terminated 
in an heavy mist at half paISt five, when we embarked 
IUld steered south-east one mile and a half, when it 
veered north-north-east half a mile, south-east three 
quarters of a mile, east by south three quarters of a 
mile, east-south-east a quarter of a mile south. 
south.east a quarter of a m:le, south-east by east 
one mile, north-east by east half a mile, south· 
cast lily east half a mile, south-east by south three 
quarters of a mile, south-east three quarters of a mile, 
east by south half a mile, south-east by east half a 
mile, east-north-east three quar~ers of a mile, when it 
weel'ed tl) soutQ.-south-east half a mile, then back to 

Z 



266 Journal of a Voyage through the. 

east (when a blue mountain, dear of snow, appeared 
a-head) one mile and an half; north-east by east half 
a mile, east by north one mile, when it veered to 
liouth-east half a mile, then on to north-west three 
quarters of a mile, and back to north-east by east half 
a mile, south by west a quarter of a mile, north-east by 
east to north-north-east half a mile, south-south-east a 
quarter of a mile, and east by north half a mile: here 
we perceived a smell of fire; and in a short time 
heard people in the woods, as if in a state of great 
confusion, which was occasioned, as we afterwards 
understood, by their discovery of us. At the same 
time this unexpected circumstance produced some lit
tle discomposure among om'sel ves, as our arms were 
not in a state of preparation, and we were as yet uno. 
able to ascertain the number of the party. I consider
ed, that if there were but few, it would be needless to 
pursue them, as it would not be probable that we 
should overtake them in these thick woods; and 
if they were numerous, it would be an act of great 
imprudence to make the attempt, at least during their 
present alarm. I therefol'e ordered my people to 
~trike off to the opposite side, that we might see if 
any of them had sufficient courage to remain; but, 
before we were half over the river, which, in this part, 
is not more than an hundred yards wide, two men ap
peared on a rising ground over against us, brandishing 
their spears, displaying their bows and anows, and ac. 
companying their hostile gestw'es with loud voeifera
tions. My interpreter did not hesitate to assure them 
that they might dispel their apprehensions, as we were 
white people, who meditated no injury, but were, on 
thct contral'y, desirous of demonstrating every mark 
of kindness and friendship. They did not, however, 
seem disposed to confide in our declarations, and 
actually threatened, if we came over before they were 
more fully satisfied of our peaceable intentions, that 
they would discharge their arrows at us. This was a 
decided kind of conduct which I did not expect; at the 
liame time I readily complied with their proposition, 
and after some time had passed in hearing and an-
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.wering their questions, they consented to our landing, 
though not without betraying very evident symptoms 
of fear and distrust. They, however, laid aside their 
weapons, and when I stepped forwarcl and took each 
of them by the hand, one of them, but with a very 
tremulous action, drew his knife from his sleeve, and 

, presented it to me as a mark of his submission to my 
-will and pleasure. On our first hearing the noise of 
these people in the woods, we displayed our flag, 
which was now shown to them as a token of friend
ship. They examined us, and every thing about \IS, 

with a minute and suspicious attention. They had 
heard, indeed, of white men, but this was the first 
time that they had ever seen an human being of a 
complexion different from their own. The party had. 
been here but a few bours ; nor had they yet erected 
-their sheds; and, except the two men now with us, 
they had all fled, leaving their little property behind 
them. To those which had given us such a proof of 
their confidence, we paid the most conciliating at
-tentions in our power. One of them I sent to recal 
his people, and the other, for very obvious reasons, 
we kept with us. In the mean time the canoe was 
unloaded, the necessary baggage carried up the hill, 
and the tents pitched. 

Here I determined to remain till the Indians bee 
came so familiariz<tcl with us, as to give all the intel
ligence which we imagined might be obtained from 
them. In fact, it had been my intention to land where 
I might most probably discover the carrying-place, 
which was our more immediate object, and ul1Glertake 
marches of two or three days in different directions, 
in search of another river. If unsuccessful in this 
attempt, it was my purpose to continue my progress 
up the present river, as far as it was navigable, and if 
we did not meet with the natives to instruct us in our 
ftirther progress, I had determined to return to the 
fork, and take the other branch, with the hope of bet
tel' fortune. 

It was about three in the afternoon when we landed, 
and at five the whole party of Indians were assembled. 
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It consisted only of tlttee men, three ,Yomen, and se
ven or eight boys and girls. With their scratched 
legs, bleeding feet, and dishevelled hair, as in tho 
hUl'ry of their flight they had left their shoes and leg
gins behind them, they displayed a-most wretched ap
pearance: they were consoled, however, with beads, 
and other trifles, which seemed to please them; they 
bad pemmican also given them to eat, which was not 
unwelcome; and, in our opinion, at least, superior to 
their own provision, which consisted entirely of dried 
fish, When I thought that they were sufficiently com· 
posed, I sent for the men to my tent, to gain such in
formation respecting the country, as I concluded it 
was in their power to afford me. But my expecta.
tions weN by no means satisfied: they said that they 
were not acquainted. with anyriver to the westward, but 
th~t there was one from whence they were just arriv
~d, over a carrying-place of eleven days march, which 
they represented as being a branch only of the river 
llefore us. Their iron-work they obtained from the 
people who inhabit tl\e bank of that river, and adja. 
cent lake, in exchange for beaver-skins, and dreslled 
moose skins. They represented the latter as travelling, 
during, a moon, to get to the country of other tribes, 
who live ill houses, with whom they traffic for the 
same commodities; and that these also extend their 
journies in the same manner to the sea-coast, or, to use 
their expression, the Stinking Lake, where they trade 
with people like us, that come there in vessels as big as 
islands. They added, that the people to the westward, 
as they have been told, are very numerous. Those 
who inhabit the other branch they stated as consisting 
of about fOl'ty families, while they themselves did not 
amount to more than a fout'th of that number; a.nd 
were almost continually compelled to remain in their 
strong holds, where they sometimes llerished with 
cold afld hunger, to secure t:hemselves from their ene· 
mie5, who never failed to attack tbem whenever an 
opportunity presented itself. 

This account of the country, from a people who 1 
h(;\d every reason to .aUppOA were well acquaiatod 



Nortlt-West Continent oj A.merica. ~M 

with 'every part of it, threatened 'to disconcert the 
project on which my heart was set, and in which m}'! 
whole mind was occupied. It occurred to me howe
ver, that from fear, or other motives, they might be 
tardy in their communication; I therefore assm::ed 
them, that if they would direct me to the river which 
I described to them, I would come in large vessels, 
like those that their neighbours had described, to the 
mouth of it, and bring them arms and ammunition in 
exchange for the produce of their country; so that 
tltey might be able to defend themselves against 
their enemies, and no longer remain in that abject, 
distressed and fugitive state in which they.then lived. 
I added also, that in the mean time, if they would on 
my return, accompany me below the mountains, to a 
country which was very abundant in animals, I would 
furnish them, and their companions, with every thing 
they might want; and make peace between them and 
the Be,aver Indians. But all these promises did not ap
pear to advance the object of my inquiries, and they 

,tltill persisted in their ignorance of any such river as 
I had mentioned, that discharged itself into th& sea. 

In this state of perplexity and gisappointment, va
rious projects presented themselves to my mind, 
which were no sooner formed, than they were disco
vered to be impracticable, and were consequently 
abandoned. At one time I thought of leaving the ca
noe, and every thing it contained, to go over land, 
and lJursue that chain of connection by which these 
people obtain their iron-work: but a very brief course 
of reflection convinced me that it would be impossi
ble for us to, carry provii\io'ns for our support through 
any considerable part of such a journey, as well ali 
,presents, to secure us a,kind reception among the na
tives, and ammunition for the service of the hunters, 
and to defend ourselves against any aet of hostility. 
At another time my solicitude for the success of the 
expedition incited a wish to remain with the natives, 
and go to the sea by the way they had described; but 
the accomplishment of such a journey, even if no· 
accident should interpose, would have required a por~ 

Z ~ - -



tion of time which it was not in my power to bestow. 
hI my present state of information, to proceed furthtr 
IIp the river was c~nsidered as a fruitless waste of toil. 
some exertion: and to return ummccessful, after all 
our labour, sufferings, and dangers, was an idea. too 

cpainful to indulge. Besides, I could not yet aban
don the hope that the Indians might not yet be suf. 
Jiciently composed and confident, to disclose their 
reaJ knowledge of the country freely and fully to me. 
Nor was I altogether without my doubts respecti~ 
the fidelity of my interpreter, who being very much 
tired of the voyage, might be induced to withhold 
those communications which would induce me to con· 
tinue it. I therefore continued my attentions to the 
natives, regaled them with such provisions as I had, 
indulged their children with a taste of sugar, and de. 
termined to suspend my conversation with them till 
the following morning. On my expressing a desire 
to partake of their fish, they brought me a few dried 
trout, well cured, that had been taken in the river 
which they lately left. One of the men also bro~ght 
me five heaver skins, as a present. 

lI'londay 10. The solicitude that possessed my 
mind interrupted my repose; when the dawn appeal'" 
ed I had already quitted my bed, and was waiting 
with inwatience for another conference with the na
tives. The sun, lwwever, had risen before they left 
their leafy bowers, whither they had retired with their 
children, havil1g mo~t hospitably resigned their beds" 
~nd the partners ()f them, to the solicitations of my 
young men. 

1 now r~peat~d my inquiries, but my perplexity was 
no~ remo~ed by any favorable variation in their an· 
swen.. About nine, however, one of tllem, stilll't· 
maining at my fire, in conversation with the interlll'CO 
ters, 1 u!1derst()od enough of his language to k~ 
that h,e ~entiooed s()mething ab&ut a great river, at 
the f>awe time pointing significant~ up that which was 
before \l~. On my in'luiring of the intorpreter res
pecting that expl'ession, I was informed that be knew 
of a. lru'ge~iver tAAt l'UUS towou'dij the lnKl.d.a, sun. & 
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branch of which flowed near the source of that which 
we were now navigating; and that there were only 
three small lakes, and as ma.ny carrying-places, lead
ing to a small river, which discharges itself into the 
great river! but that the latter did not empty itselfinto 
the sea. The inhabitants, he said, built houses, lived on 
is-lands, and were a numerous and warlike people. I 
desit'ed him to describe the road to the other rivet', by 
delineating it with a piece of coal, on a strip of bark, 
which be accomplished to my satisfaction. The opi
nion that the river did not dischal'ge itself into the 
sea, I very confidently imputed to his ignorance ofthe 
. country. 

My hopes were now renewed, and an object pre
sented itself which awakened my utmost impatience. 
To facilitate its attainment, one of the Indians was 
induced, by presents, to accompany me as a guide to 
the first inhabitants, which we might expect to meet 
on the small lakes in our way. I accordingly resolv
ed to depart with all expedition, and while my people 
were making every necessary preparation, I employed 
myself in writing the following description of the na
tives around me. 

They are low in stature, not exceeding five feet six 
91' seven inches; and they are of that meagre appear
ance ~which might be expected in a people whose life 
is one sUGcession of difficulties in procuring subsist
ence. Their faces are round, with high cheek bones; 
and their eyes, which are small, are of a dark brown 
color; the cartilage of their nose is perforated, but 
without any ornaments suspended from it ; their hair 
is of a dingy black, hanging loose and in disorder over 
their shoulders, but irregularly cut in the front! so as 
not to obstruct the sight i their beards are eradicated, 
with the e1C.c.eption of a few straggling hairs, and their 
complexion is a. swarthy yellow. 

Their dress consists of robes made of the skins 6f 
the beaver, .the ground-hog, and the rein-deel', dressed 
in the hair, and of the moose-skin without it. All of 
them are orna.mented with a fringe, while some of 
them hAve \ulels hanging down the sea.ms; those of 
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the ground-hog are decorated on the fur side with the 
tails of the animal, \vhich they do not separate from 
them, Their garments they tie over the shoulders, 
and fasten thel1'l round the middle \\"ith a belt of green 
skin, which is as stiff as horn. Their leggins are 
long, and if they wel'e topped with a waistband, might 
be called trowsers: tlJey, as well as their shots, are 
made of dressed moose, elk, 01' rein-deer skin. The 
organs of generations they leave uncovered. 

The women differ little in their dress from the 
men, except in the addition of an apron, which is fas
tened round the waist, and hangs down to the knees. 
T hey are 111 general of a more lusty make than the 
other sex, and taller in proportion, but infinitely their 
inferiors in cleanliness. A black artificial stripe 
crosses the face beneath the eye, from ear to ear, 
which I first took for scabs, from the accumulation of 
dirt on it. Their hair, which is longer than that of 
the men, is divided from the forehead to the crown, 
and drawn back in long plaits behind the ears. They 
have also a few white beads, which they get where 
tliey procure their iron: they are from a line to an 
illch in length, and are worn in their ears, but are not 
of European manufacture. These, with bracelets 
made of horn and bone, compose all the ornaments 
which decorate their persons. Necklaces of the gri5-
Iy or white bear's claws, are worn exclusively by the 
l"nen. 

Theil' arms consist of Lews made of cedar, six feet 
in length, with a short iron spike at one end, and 
sene occasionally as a ~p~al'. Their arrows are welt 
made, barbed, and pointed with iron, flint, »tone, or 
bone; they are feathered, and from two to two feet 
and an haIfin length. They have two kinds of spears, 
but both are double-edged, and of well polished iron; 
o~e of them is about twelve inches long, and two 
Villle; the other about half the widlh, and two-thirds 
?f the length; the shafts of the fi rst are eight feet 
1Il kngth, and the latter six. They have also spearil 
made of bone. Their knives consi st of pieces of iron, 
:lhaped and handled by themselves. Their axes are 
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8'Omething like our adze, and they use them in the 
same manner as we employ that instrument. The, 
were, indeed, furnished with iron in a manner that I 
could not have supposed, and plainly proved. to me 
that their communication with those who communi. 
cate with the inhahitants of the sea-coast, cannot be 
'very difficult, and from their ample provision of iron 
weapons, the means of procuring it must be of a 
more di!;tant origin than I at first conjectured. 

They have snares made of green skins, which they 
cut to the size of sturgeon twine, and twist a certain 
number of them together; and though when com
pleted, they do not exceed the thickness of a cocL
line, their strength is sufficient to hold a moose-deer: 
they are from one and an half to two fathoms in length. 
Their nets and fishing-lines are made of willow-bark 
and nettles; those made of the latter are finer and 
smoother than if made with hempen thread. Theil' 
hooks are small bones, fixed in pieces of wood split 
for that purpose, and tied round with fine watape, 
which has been particularly described in the former 
voyage. Their kettles are also made of watape, which 
is so closely woven that they never leak, and they heat 
water in them, by putting red-hot stones into it. 
There is one kind of them, made of spruce-bark, 
which they hang over the fire, but at such a distance 
as to receive the heat without being in reach of the 
blaze; a very tedious operation. They have various 
dishes of wood and bark; spoons of horn and wood, 
and buckets: bags of leather and net-work, and ba5-
kets of bark, some of which hold their fishing-tackle, 
while others are contrived to be carried on the back. 
They have a brown kind of earth in gl'eat abundance, 
with which they rub their clothes, not only for oma
ment, but utility, as it preV(fllts the leather from be
coming hard after it has been wetted. They have 
spruce ba.rk in great plenty, with which they make 
their canoes, an operation that does nO.t require a~y 
great portion of skill or ingenuity, and IS managed ill 
the following manner :-The bark is taken off the tree 
the whole length of tile intended canoe, whic\1 it> com-
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monly about eighteen feet, and is sewed with "'atape 
at both ends; two laths are then l~lid, and fixed along 
the edge of the bark which forms the gunwale; in 
these are fixed the bars, and against them bear the 
ribs, or timbers, that are cut to the length to which 
the bark can be stretched; and to give additional 
strength, strips of wood are laid between them: to 
make the whole water-tight, gum is abundantly em. 
ployed. These vessels carry from two to five people. 
Canoes of a similar construction were used by the 
Deaver Indians within these few years, but they now 
very genemlly employ those made of the bark of the 
birch-tree, which are by far more durable. Their 
paddles are about six feet long, and about one foot is 
occupitcl by the blade, which is in the shape of an 
J1eart. 

Previous to our departure, the natives had caught 
a couple of trout, of about six pounds weight, which 
they brought me, and I paid them with beads. They 
likewise gaye me a net, made of nettles, the skin of 
a moose-deer, dressed, ancl a while horn in the shapt: 
uf a spoon, which resembles the horn of the buffaloe 
of the Copper-Mine Hi vel'; but their description of 
the animal to which it belongs does not answer to that. 
}\tIy younl; men also got two quivers of excellent ar
rows, a collar of white bear's claws, of a great length, 
horn bracelets, and othel' articles, for which they 1'1:' 

~eived an ample remuneration. 

CHAPTER VI. 
{'ODtlJ111e the voyage. St2.te of the nver. S'.lrce;sion of courses. Sentiment of 

ILe gUIde. Cl-TIl(al moulltaltJ. ClmtlI1U~ltl()n of (I,'t'lSlS. Le:lye the mJln 
vJanl_h. Enter ,wulber. D'~'cnJI\'.(ln .)i- It. ~JW il'-:aver. Enl!:'l a lake. '\1-
rr\ (' llle upper )Uurce ot tIl(' l'llllg.lh, or Peace f\1\'el, LJfHJ .Ind crl)SS to" 
~e( Like. Lunl.l ('I:cull1)lJncc~. PnKeed (,' a li,ild ]J){e. Entel.l.lin:r. 
Ll'(ountt:r VJrluU~ dlfucultJes. In cLlll;:er Ilf LUllg 1{l~1. Tile (I!._·um~tar.{e~ 
()f tklt sltUJtJ'm rJescnbed. AL:rm .md dI3~jll)f~K[I'_)n alTI()ll'J the people. 
"! fleY.11 e..lt lengtl,' l',mp(,~t'd. Tbe ';::.lI,lne fq'ClIl ,~d. R('Jd~ tilt ltlruu;;h WU,lrl~. 
Pa~s m(lIJ.~~('S. lIlt' gUide desert'>, Atter a ~UC,_ej~lOn ut dlfiicultles, d.lngas, 
Oind tOII"Ol1H':: mJrdll'~) we .J.IIl\e at Lhe great lJrer. 

'une ]7~1.'3. 1 A 
fri,u,;"l' 10 J T ten we were ready to embark. I then 
took lea ve of the Indiillls, but encouragtcl them to expe<:t 
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us in two moons, and expressed an hope that I should 
find them on the road with any of their relations 
whom they might meet. I also returned the 
beaver-skin '1 to the man who had presented them to 
me, desirll' b __ 'TU to take care of them till I came 
back, when I would purchase them of him. Our 
guide expressed much less concern about the under
taking in which he had engaged, than his com
panions, who appeared to be affected with great soli
citude for his safety. 

We now pushed off the canoe from the bank, and 
proceeded east half a mile, when a river flowed in 
from the left, about half as large as that which we 
were navigating. ,We continued the same course 
three quarters of a mile, when we missed two of our 
fuwling pieces, which had been forgotten, and I sent 
their owners back for them, who were absent on this 
errand upwards of an hour. We now proceeded 
north-east by east half a mile, north-east by north 
three quarters of Ii mile, when the current slackened: 
there was a verdant spot on the left, where, from 
the remains of some Indian timber-work, it appeared 
that the natives had frequently encamped. Our next 
course was east one mile, and we saw a ridge of 
mountains covered with snow to the south-east. The 
land on Ollr right was low and marshy for three or 
four miles, when it rose into a t:ange of heights that 
extended to the mountains. "Ve proceeded east
south-east a mile and an half, south-east by east one 
mile, east by south three quarters of a mile, south-east 
by east one mile, east by south half a mile, north-east 
by east one mile, south-east half a mile, east-north-east 
a mile and a quarter, south-south-east half a mile, nort~1-
north-east a mile and an half: here a river flowed III 

from the left, which was about one fourth part as 
large as that which received its tributary waters. 
\Ve then continued east by south half a mile, to. the 
foot of the mountain on the south of the above nver. 
The course now veered short, south-west by west 
three quarters of a mile, east by south a quarter o.f a 
mile, south half a mile, south-east by south half a 
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mile, south-west a quarter of a mile, east by south a 
quarter of a mile, veered to west-north-west a quar
ter of a mile, s~uth-west one eighth of a mile, east. 
south-east one quarter of a mile, east one siJloth of a 
mile, south-south-west one twelfth oJ a mile, east. 
south-east one eighth of a mile, north~east by ta6l 

one third of a mile, east by nOl'th one twelfth of a 
miie, north-east by east one third of a mile, eas~ one 
sixteenth of a mile, south-east one twelfth of a mile, 
north-east by east one twelfth of a mile, east one 
(;ighth of a mile, and east-south-east half a mile, when 
we landed at seven o'clock and encamped. D.uring 
the greatest part of the distance we came to--day, the 
river runs close under the mountains on the left. 

1'uesday 1 1. The morning was clear and cold. 
On my interpreter's encouraging the guide to dispel 
all apprehension, to maintain his fidelity to me, and 
not to desert in the night, " How is it possible for 
" me," he replied, " to leave the lodge of the Great 
" Spirit !-When he tells me that he has no further 
" occasion for me, I will then return to my children." 
As we proceeded, however, he soon lost, and with 
good reason, his exalted notions of me. 

At foul' we continued our voyage, steering east by 
south a mile and an half, east-south-east half a mile. 
A river appeared on the left, at the foot 'of a moun· 
tain which, from its conical form, my young Indian 
called the Beaver Lodge Mountain. Haviflg pro
ceeded south-south-east half a mile, another river ap
peared from the right. We now came in a line with 
t.he beginning of the mountains "'C saw yesterd.y; 
others of the sam.e kind ran parallel with them on the 
left side of the river, which was reduced to the breadth 
of fifteen yards, and with a moderate current. 

We now steered east-north-east one eigbth of a mil\!~ 
south-east by south one eighth of a mile, east-south
east one sixth of a mile, south-west one eighth of a 
mile, east-south-east one eighth of a mile, south-soul)
east one sixth of a mile, north-east by east one twelfth 
of a mile, east-south-east half a mile, south-west by 
west one third of a lnile, south-south-east one eighth 



tr a mile, south-south-west one quartet of a mile, 
north-east one sixth of a mile, south by west one' 
fourth of Ii mile, east three qual'ters of a milt:, and 
north-east one quarter of a mile. Here the mountain 
on the left appeared to be composed of a succeSliio~ 
of round hills, covered with wood almost to their sum
mit!, which were white with snow, and crowned ,"'ith" 
withered trees. We now steered east, in a line with 
the high lands on the right five miles; north one 

-twelfth of a mile, north-east by north one eighth of a' 
mile, south by east one sixteenth of a mile, north'· 
east by north one fourth of a mile, where another ri~ 
vel' fell in from the right ; north~east by ea!>t one, 
sixth of a mile, east two miles and an half, south one 
twelfth of a mile, north-east half a mile, south-east' 
oruhhird of a mile, east one mile and a quarter, south
south-west one sij(tee11th of a mile, north. east by 
east half a mile, east one mile alul thl'ee quarters, 
south and south-west by west half a mile, rlorth-east 
half a mile, south one third of a mile, north-east by 
north one sixth of a mile, east by south one fourth of 
a mile, south one eighth of a mile, south-east three 
quarters of a mile. The canoe had taken in so mucH 
water, that it was necessary for us to land Here, ih or
der to stop the leakage, which occasioned the delay of 
an hour and a quarter, north-east a quarter of a mile, 
east-north-east a quarter of a mile, south-east br 
south a sixteenth of a mile, east by south a twelfth of 
a mile, north-east one sixth of a mile, east-south-east 
one sixteenth of a mile, south-west half a mile, north
east a quarter of a mile, east by south half a mile, 
south-south-east one twelfth of a mile, east half 
mile, north-east by north a quarter of a mile, south
!TOuth-east a quatter of a mile, north-east by north 
Ohe twelfth of a mile, where a small river flowed in 
ft'om the left, south-east by east one twelfth of a mile, 
south by east a quarter of a mile, south-east one 
eighth of a mile, east one twelfth of a mile, north
east by north a quarter of a mile, south half a mile, 
south-east by south one ei'ghth of a mile, north-east 
one fourth of a mile, south-east by east, and south-

Aa 
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east by south one third of a mile, east-south-east, arid 
north-north-east one third of a mile, and south by 
west, east and east-north-east one eighth of a mile. 

Here we quitted the main branch, which, accord
ing to the information of our guide, terminates at a 
short distance, where it is supplied by the snow which 
covers the mountains. In the same direction is a val
ley which appears to be of very great depth, and is 
full of snow, that rises nearly to the height of the 
land, and forms a reservoir of itself sufficient to fur
nish a river wheneTer there is a moderate degree of 
heat. The branch which we left was not, at this 
time, more than ten yards broad, while that which 
lVe entered was still less. Here the current was ve
ry trifling, and the channel so meandering, that we 
sometimes found it difficult to work the canoe for
ward. The straight course from this to the entrance 
of a small lake or pond, is about east one mile. This 
entrance by the river into the lake was almost choak
ed up by a quantity of drift-wood, which appeared to 
me to be an extraordinary circumstance; but I after. 
wards found that it falls down from the mountains. 
The water, however, was so high, that the country 
was entirely overflowed, and we passed with the ca
noe among the branches of trees. The principal 
wood along the banks is spruce, intermixed with a few 
white birch, growing on detached spots, the interven
ing spaces being covered with willow and alder. Vie 
advanced about a mile in the lake, and took up our 
station for the night at an old Indian encampment. 
Here we expected to meet with natives, but were dis
appointed: but our guide encouraged us with the hope 
of seeing some on the morrow. We saw beaver in 
the COl"lrSe of the afternoon, but did not discharge our 
pieces, from ftar of alarmmg the inhabitants j there 
were also swans in great numbers, with geese and 
ducks, which we did not disturb for the same reason. 
\Ve observed also the tracks of moose-deer that had 
crossed the river; and wild parsnips grew here in 
abundance, which have been already mentioned as a 
~rfltefloll vegetable. OS birds, we saw blue jays, yd-



North.West Continent of America. 27' 

low birds, and one beautiful hllmming-bjrd; of ·the 
fil'st and last, I had not seen any since I had been in 
the north-west. 

Wednesday ) 2. The weather was the same as yes
terday, and we prDceeded between three and four 
in the morning. vVe took up the net which we had 
set the preceding evening, when it contained a trout; 
one white fish, one carp, and three jub. The lako 
is about two miles in length, east by south, and from 
three to five hundred yards wide. This I consider as 
the highest and southernmost source of the Unjigah, 
01' Peace River, latitude 54. 24. north, longitude 121. 
west of Greenwich, which, after a winding course 
through a vast extent of country, receiving many 
large rivers in its progress, and passing through the 
Slave Lake, empties itself into the Frozen Ocean in 
70. north latitude, and about 135. west longitude. 

\Ve landed and unloaded, where we found a beaten 
path leading over a low ridge of land of eight hun
dred and seventeen paces in length to another small 
lake. The distance between the two mountains at 
thi3 piace is about a quarter of a mile, rocky preci
pices presenting themselves on both sides. A few 
large spruce trees and liards were scattered over the 
carrying-place. There were also willows along the 
side of the water, with plenty of grass and weeds. 
The natives had left their old canoes here, with bas
kets hanging on the trees, which contained various 
articles. From the latter I took a net, some hooks, 
a goat's horn, and a kind of wooden trap, in which, 
as our guide, informed me, the ground-hog is taken. 
I left, however, in exchange, a knife, some fire
steels, beads, awls, s.c. Here two streams tumble 
down the rocks from the right, and lose themselves 
in the lake which we had left; while two others fall 
from the opposite heights, and glide into the lake 
which we were approaching; this being the highest 
point of land dividing these waters, and .we are now 
going with the stream. This lake runs III the same 
course as the last, but is rather narrower, and not 
more than half the length. We were obliged to 



cle,araway some float,ing drift-wood to ge~ tq the car
ryifl,g-}?lace, OVer which IS a I;>eat~n path of oBly an 
hundred and seventy-five paces long. The la~e emp
ties itself by a small river, which, if the channel 
lIIer,e not interrupted by large t)'e.es tlwt had fallen 
across it, would have admitted of our canoe with all 
its lading; 'the ~mpediment, indeed, might have been 
removed by two ax€-men in a. few hours. On tpe 
edge of the water, we o,bservecl a large quantity of 
thick ye~low scum or froth, of an I1cridtaste :.ndsmell. 

We emba,i'ked on this lake, ,vhich is in the same 
couf!>e, and about the same size as that whjch we 
had just Jeft, and from whence we passed into a sUlall 
river, that was so full of fa:llen wood, as to employ 
lome time, and require some exertion, to force a 
passage. At the entrance, it afforded no more w~
tel' than was just sufficjent to bear the cano,e ; but it 
was soon increased by many small streams whkh 
came in broken rills down the rugged sides of the 
mountains, and were fUl'Uisl)ed, as 1 suppose, by th~ 
melting of the snow. These accessory streamlet$ 
had all the coldness of ice. Our course continued to 
be' obstructed by' banks of gravel, as well as tree. 
which had fallen across the river. We were obliged 
to force our way through' the one, and to cut tl}rougp. 
the other, at a great e,cpense of time and trouble. In 
11;Iany places the current was also very rapid apd p)e
andedng. At four in the afternoon, we stoppeQ tQ 
unload and carry, and at five we entered a sf!)a\l 
round lake of about one third of a mile in di~meter. 
from the last lalie to this i!>, I think, ill a straigbt 
line, east by \louth six miles, though it i!! ~wice t~at 
distance by the winding of the river. We again ~n
tt:l'ed- the rivei·, wl1ich soon ran witl;1 great rapidity, 
and rushed impetuously over a bed of flat stones. 4t 
half past six we were stopped by two large' trees tqat 
lay across the river, and it was with great difflc~lty 
'hat the canoe was prevented frqnl driving against 
them. Here we unloaded and formed our encampment. 

The weather was doudy and raw, and as thq ci.r~ 
~,umstallces of this day's voyage had compelled qs t~ 
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be frequently in the water, which was cold as ice, 
we wet'e almost in a benumbed state. Some of the 
people who had gone ashore to lighten the canoe, ex
perienced great difficulty in reaching us, from the 
rugged state of the country; it was, indeed, almost 
dark when they arrived. We had no sooner landed. 
than I sent two men down the river to bring me some 
account of its circumstances, that I might form a 
judgment of the difficulties which might await us on 
the morrow; and they brought back a fearful detail 
of rapid currents, fallen trees, and large stones. At 
this place Oll!' guide manifested evident symptoms of 
discontent: he had been very much alarmed in going 
down some of the rapids with us, and expressed an 
anxiety to return. He showed us a mountain, at no 
great distance, which he represented as tieing on the 
other side of a river, into which this empties it~elf. 

Thur8day 13. At an early hOllr this morning the 
men began to cut a road, in order to carry the canoe 
and lading beyond the rapid; and by seven they were 
ready. That business was soon d'fected, and the ca
noe re-laden, to proceed with the current which ran 
with great rapidity. In order to lighten her, it was 
my intention to walk with some of the people; but 
those in the boat with great earnestness requested 
me to embar'k, declaring, at the same time, that if 
they perished, I should perish with them. I did not 
then imagine in how short a period their apprehen
sions would be justified. \Ve accordingly pushed off, 
and had proceeded but a short way when the canoe 
struck, and notwithstanding all our exel,tions, the vio
lence of the current was so great as to drive her 
sideways down the river, and break her by the first 
bat', when I instantly jumped into the water, and the 
men followed my example; but before we could set 
her straight, or stop her, we came to deeper water, 
so that we were obliged to re-embark with the utmost 
precipitation. One of the men ·who was not suffici
ently active, was left to get on shore in the bel'lt man~ 
:per .in his power. \Ve had hardly regained our situ~ 
.:ion wllen we drove against a rock which shattered· 

Aa2 .. 
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the stern of the canoe in sllch a manner, that it held 
only by the gunw"les, so that the steersman could no 
longer keep his place. The violence of this stroke 
droye us to the opposite side pf the river, which is 
but narrow, when the bow met with the same fate as 
the stern. At this moment the foreman seized on 
some branches of a small tree, in the hope of bring-

;1ng up the canoe; but such was their elasticity, that, 
in a manner not easily described, he was jerked 011 

5hore in an imtant, and with a degree of "iolence that 
threatened his destruction. But we had no time ttl 
turn from our own situation to cnquire- what h~d be
fallen him; for in a few moments, we came across a 
cascade, which broke several large holes in the bot
tom of the canoe, and started all the bars, I:xcept one 
behind the scooping' seat. If this accident, howenr, 
had not happened, the vessel must have been irre
trievably overset. The wreck becoming flat on the 
watel', we all jumped out, while the stu~rsman, who 
had been compelled to abandon his place, and had not 
recovered from his fright, called out to his compa
Hions to save themselves. l\ly peremptory commands 
superceded the effects of his fear, and they all held 
fast to the wreck; to which fortunate resolution we 
owed our safety, as we should otherwise have been 
dashed against the rocks by the force of the water, 
or driven over the cascades. In this condition we 
were forced several hundred yards, and every yard 
on the ycrge of destruction; but, at length, we most 
fortunately arrived in shallow water and a small eddy, 
where we were enabled to make a stand, from the 
weight of the canoe resting on the stone" rather than 
from any exertions of our exhausted strength. For 
though our efforts were short, they were pushed to 
the utmost, as life or death depended on them. This 
alarming scelle, with all its terrors and dangers, occu
pied only a flOW minutes; and in the present suspen
lion of it, we called to the fJeople on shore to come to 
QUI' aS5istance, and they immediately obeyed the sum
mons. The foreman, however, was the first with us; 
':le had escaped unhurt from the eli-traordinary jerk 
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with which he was thrown out of the boat, and just as 
we were beginning to take our effects out of the wa
ter, he appeared to give his assistance. The Indians, 
when they saw oue deplorable situation, instead of 
making the least effort to help us, sat down and gave 
vent to tht:ir tears. I was on the outside of the canoe, 
where I remained till every thing was got on shore, III 
a state of great pain from the extreme cold of th,e 
water; so that at length, it was with difficulty I could 
stand, from the benumbed state of mv limbs. 

The loss was considerable and important, for it 
consisted of our whole stock of oalls, and some of our 
furniture; but these considerations were forgotten in 
the impressions of our miraculous escape. Our first 
inquiry was after the absent man, whom in the first 
moment of danger, we had left to get on shore, and in 
a ShOl't time his appearance removed our anxiety. 
Vie had, however, sustained no personal injury of 
consequence, and my bruises seemed to be in the 
greater proportion. 
- All the ~ifferent articles were now spread out to 

dry. The powder had fortunately ryceived no damage, 
and all my instruments had escaped. Indeed, when 
my people began to recover from their alarm, and to 
enjoy a sense of safety, some of them, if not all, were 
Ily no means sorry for our late misfortune, from the 
hope that it must put a period to our voyage, particu
larly as we were without a canoe, and all the bullets 
sunk in the river. It did not, indeed, seem possible 
to them that we could proceed under these circum
stances. I listened, howevel', to the observation~ that 
were made on the occasion without replying to them~ 
till their panic was dispelled, and they had got them
selves warm and comfortable, with an hearty meal, 
and rum enough to raise their spirits. 

I then addressed them, by recommending them all 
to be thankful for their late very narrow escape. I also. 
stated, that the navigation was not impracticable in it· 
self, but from our ignorance of its. course ~ and that oUl~ 
late experience would enable us to pursue our voyage, 
with greater security. I brought to their recollectiOllt, 
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that I did not deceive them, and that they were made. 
acquainted with the difficulties and dangers they must 
expect to encounter, before they engaged to accom
pan,y me. I also urged the honor of conquering dis
asters, and the disgrace that would attend them on 
their return home, without having obtained the object 
of the expedition. Nor did I fail to mention the COli

rage and resolution which was the peculiar boast of 
the North Men; and that I depended on them at that 
moment, for the maintenance of theil' character. I 
quieted their apprel~ension as to the loss 0f the bul
lets, by bringing to their recollection that we still had 
shot from which they might be manufactured. I at 
the same time acknowledged the difficulty of restor-. 
ing the wreck of the canoe, but confided hi our skill 
and exertion to put it in such a state as would carry 
us on to where we might procure bark, and build a 
new one. In short, my hal'angue produced the desi
red effect, and a very general assent appeared to g() 
wherever I should lead the way. 

Val'iolls opinions were offered in the present pos
ture of affairs, and it was rather a general wish that 
the wreck should be abandoned, and all the lading car
ried to the river, which OUl' guide informed us was at 
no great distance, and in the vicinity of woods where 
he believed there was plenty of bark. This project 
seemed not to promise that certainty to which I look
ed in my present operations; besides, I had my 
doubts respecting the views of my guide and conse
quently could not confide in the representation he 
made to me. I therefore dispatched two of the men 
at nine in the morning, with one of the young Indi
ans, for I did not venture to trust the guide out of 
my sight, in search of bark, and to endeavor, if it 
were possible in the coul'se of the day, to penetrate to 
the great river, into which that before us discharges 
itself in the direction }vhich the g'uide had communi
cated. I now joined my people, in order to repair, 
as well as cil'cumstances would admit, our wreck of a 
canoe, and I beg-an to set them the example. 

At noon I had an altitude, which gave 54.:;;3. north: 
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latitude. At four in the afternoon I took time, with 
the hope that in the night I might obtain an observa
tion of Jupiter and his satdlites, but I had not a suf
ficient horizon, from the prcpinquity of the moun
~ains. The re!'ult cf my calculation for time was J. 
~8. 28. slow apparent time. 

It now grew late, and the people who had been 
~ent on the excursion already mentioned, were not yet 
returned; about ten o'clock, however, I heard a man 
halloo, and 1 very gladly returned the signal. In a 
$ho,rt time our young Indian arrived with a stnall ron 
of indifferent !,lark: he was oppressed with fatigue 
~d hunger, and bis clothes torn to rags: he had 
parted with the other two men at sun-set, who had 
~alked the whole day, in a dreadful country, withont 
procuring any good bark, or being able to get to the 
large river. His account of the river, on whose banks 
we were, could not be more unfavorable or discourag
ing; it had appeared to him to be little more than a 
,uccession of faUs and rapids, with occasional inter
ruptions of fallen trees. 

Our guide became so dissatisfied and troubled in 
piind, that we could not obtain from him any regular 
account of the country before us. All we could col
It:ct from him was, that the river into which this 
~mpties itself is but a branch of a large river, the 
~reat fork being at no great di~tance from the conflu
ence of this; and that he lmew of no lake, or large 
body of still water, in the vicinity of these rivers~ 
To this aCCQunt of the country, he added 50me 
~trange, fanciful, but terrifying descriptions of the 
ratives, similal' to those whic.h were mentioned in the 
former voyage. 
. \Ve had !J.1l esc~pe this day, which I must add to 
the many instances of good fortune which I experi
~nced in this pj!~'ilous expedition. The. powder had 
been ipread ont, to the amount of eighty pounds 
lveight, to receh~e the air; and, in this situation, one 
of the men carel.essly and composedly wal~ed across 
it with a lighted pipe in his mouth, but without. an,r 
ill consequences resulting from such an act of crmu·, 
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nal negligence. I need not add that one spark might 
have Pllt a period to all my anxiety and ambition. 

I observed several trees and plants on the banks of 
this river, which I had not seen to the north of the 
latitude 52, such as the cedar, maple, hemlock, &c. 
At this time the water rose fast, and passed on with 
the rapidity of an arrow shot from a bow. 

Friday 14. The weather was fine, clear, and warm, 
and at an early hour of the morning we resumed our 
repair of the canoe. At half past seven our two men 
returned hungry and cold, not having tasted food, 01' 

enjoyed the least repose for twenty-four hours, with 
their clothes torn into tatters, and theil' skin lacerated 
in passing through the woods. Their account \Val> 

the same as that brought by the Indian, with this ex
ception, that they had reason to think they saw the 
river, 01' branch which our guide had mentioned; but 
they were of opinion that fl'om the frequent obstruc
tions in this river, we should have tl) carry the whole 
way to it, through a dreadful country, where much 
time and labor would be required to open a passage 
through it. 

Discouraging as these accounts were, they did not~ 
howevel', interrupt for a moment the task in which we 
were engaged, of repairing the canoe; and this work 
we contrived to complete by the conclusion of the 
day. The bark which was bronght by the Indian, 
with some pieces of oil-cloth, and plenty of gum, en
fibled us to put our shattered vessel in a condition to 
answer our present purposes. The guide who has 
been mentioned as manifesting continual signs of dis
satisfaction, now assumed an ail' of contentment, 
which I attributed to a smoke that was visible in 
the direction of the river; as he naturally expected, 
if we should fall in with any natives, which was now 
very probable, from such a circumstance, that he should 
be released from a service which he had found so 
Irksome and full of danger. I had an observation at 
noon, which made our latitude 54. 23. 43. north. I 
also took time, and found it to slow apparent time I. 
38. 44. 
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Saturday 15. The weather continued the same as 
the preceding day, and according to the directions 
which I had previously given, my people began, at a 
very early hour, to open a road, through which we 
might carry a part of our lading; as I was fearful of 
risking the whole of it in the canoe, in its present 
weak state, and in a part of the river which is full of 
shoals and rapids. Four men were employed to con
duct her, lightened as she was of twelve packages. 
They passed several dangerous places, and met with 
various obstructions, the current of the river be
ing frequently stopped by rafts of drift-wood, and fal
len trees, so that after feurteen hours hard labor we 
had not made more than three miles. Our course 
was south-east by east as we had not met with any ac
t;ident, the men, appeared to feel a renewed courage 
to continue their voyage. In the morning, however, 
one of the crew, whose name was Beauchamp, pe
remptorily refused to embark in the canoe. This be
ing the first example of absolute disobedience which 
had yet appeared during the course of our expedition, 
I should not have passed it over without taking some 
very sevel'e means to prevent a repetition .of it; but 
as he had the general" character of a simple fellow, 
among his companions, and had been frightened out 
of what little sense he possessed, by our late dangers, 
I rather preferred to consider him as unworthy of ac
companying us, and to represent him as an object of 
ridicule and contempt for his pusillanimous behavior; 
though, in fact, he was a very useful, active, and la
borious man. 

At the close of the day we assembled round a blaz
ing fire; and the whole party being enlivened with 
the usual bevera?"e which I supplied on these occa
J!ions, forgot th~ir fatigues and apprehensions; nor 
did th~y fail to anticipate the pleasure they should en
joy in getting cleal' of their present dlfliculties, and 
gliding onwards, with a strong and steady str~<l.l"? 
which our guide had described as the charactel'lStiC 
of the lal'ge river we soon expected to ~nter. 

Sunday 16. The fine weather cont1l1ued, and we 



~88' jDurnll! Of a YoylJgi th'ftJiigh th, 

began our work, as we had done the preceding< dat; 
some were occupied in opening a road, others were' 
carrying, and the rest employed in conducting the ca
noe. I was of the first party, and soon discovered 
tbat we had encamped about half a mile above seve
ral falls, over which we could not attempt to run' the 
canoe, lightened even a3' she' was. . This circllmstan~6 
rendered it necessary that the road should: be made 
sufficiently wide to admit the canoe'to pass i a tedl" 
ous and toilsome work. In running her down a rapid 
above the falls, an hole was broken in' her bottom,' 
which occa&ioned a considerable delay, as we were' 
destitute of the mat~tials necessary for her effectual' 
reparation. On my being informed of this mistbr.; 
tune, I returned, and ordered Mr. Mackay, with two 
Indians" to quit their occupation in making the road!' 
and endeavor to penetrate to the great river, accord. 
ing to the direction which the guide had communi
cated, without paying any attention to the course of 
the river before us. 

When the people had repaired the canoe in the best' 
manner they were able, we conducted her to the head 
of the taIls; she was then unloaded and taken out of 
the watn, when we carried her for a considera~e dis
tance through a low, swampy country. I appointed; 
foul' men to this laborious office, which they execut
ed at the peril of their lives, for the can'oe was now' 
become so heavy, from the additional quantity of bark 
and gum necessary to patch her up, that two men' 
could not carry her more than an hundred yards,. 
without being relieved; and as their way lay through' 
deep mud, which was rendered more difficult by the, 
roots and prostrate trunks of trees, they were everr 
moment in danger of falling; and beneath such a 
weight, one false step might have been attended with 
fatal consequence!>. The other two men and myself 
f~nowed as fast as we could, with the lading. Thus 
did we toil till seven o'clock in the eVqling, to get to 
the termination of the road that had been made in the 
morning. Here MI'. Mackay and the Indian joined 
us, after having been <at the river, which they repre-
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sented as rather large. They had also observed,.that 
·the lower part of the river hefore us was so full of 
fallen wood, that the attempt to clear a passage 
through it would be an unavailing labour. The coun
try through which they had pa~sed was morass, and 
almost impenetrable wood. In passing over one of 
the embands, om' dog, which was following them, fell 
in, and it was with great difficulty that he was sa.ved, 
as the current had carried him under the drift. 
They brought with 'them two geese, which had been 
shot in the course of their expedition. To add to 
(lur perplexities and embarrassments, we were perse
. .cuted by musquitoes and .sand-flies, through the 
whole of the day. 

The extent of our journey was I~Dt more than two 
miles south-east; and so much ~atigue and pain had 
been suffered in the course of it, -that 'my people, us 
might be expected, looked forward to a continuanca 

·{)f it with discouragement and dismay. I was, in
,deed, informed that murmurs prevailed among them, 
.(If .which, however, I took no notice. When we 
were assembled together for the night, 1 gave each of 

·them a dram, and in a short time they retired to the 
.repq;se which they so much requirerl~ We could dis
.cov.e"l· the termination of the mountains at a conside
rable distance on either side of us, which, according 
to my COl1jecture, marked the course of the great 
river. On the mountains to the east there were seve
ral fires, as their smokes were very visible to us. Ex
cessivc hcat prevailed throughout the day. 

Monday \·7. Having sat up till twelve last night, 
which had bt;en my constant practice since we .had 
tllkcn our pl'esentguide, I awoke Mr. Mackay to 
watch him in turn. 1 then laid down to rest, :..ncl at 
three I was awakened to be informed that he had de
serted. Mr. Mackay, with whom I was displeased 
on this occasion, and the Carrere, accompanied by the 
dog, went in s'earch of him, but he had made his 
escape: a design which he had for som(t time medi
tated, though 1 had .done every thing in my power to 
induce him to remain with me. 

Bb 
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This misfortune did not produce any relaxation in 
our exertions. At an early hour of the morning we 
were all employed in cutting a passage of three quar
ters of a mile, through which we carried our canoe 
and cargo, when we put her into the water with her 
lading, but in a very short time were stopped by the 
drift-wood, and were obliged to land and carry. In 
short, we pursued our alternate journies, by land and 
water, till noon, when we could proceed no further, 
from the various small, unnavigable channels into 
which the river branched in every direction; and no 
other mode of getting forward now remained for us, 
but by cutting a road across a neck of land. I accord
ingly dispatched two men to ascertain the exact dis
tance, and we employed the interval of their absence 
in unloading and getting the canoe out of the water. 
It was eight in the evening when we arrived at the 
bank of the great river. This journey was three quar
ters of a mile east north-east, through a continued 
swamp, where, in many places, we waded up to the 
lniddle of our thighs. Our course in a small river 
was about south-east 19y east thee miles. At length 
we enjoyed, after all our toil and anxiety, the inexpres
sible ~atisfaction of finding ourselves on the bank ofa 
navigable ri"er, on the west side of the first great range 
of mountains. 

CHAPTER VII. 
R.uny night. Proceed on the great river. Circumstances of it. Account of 

(uur~e5. Come to rdplds. Ol)~erve 5e,"er.1! :.muke5. See a flight of whne 
ducb. Pass over a carrymg-plJ.ce \v!th the C31l0e, &c. The dlfiicultles of 
that pJ.ssage. J\bundJ.Dce ot wild OnIons. Re-emlJark all the river. See some 
ot the n,ttlves. Ther de~c:rt thelr cam p, and fly 111tU the woods. Cour~cs con
tinued. Kill a red deer, &c. Clrc.ulllstances of tbe fl\'er. Arnve at an iV
dun IlalJltatLOn. DeScliptlOD of It. Account of a cunous m,}(.hme to cat~ 
n)h. LInd to procure bark for the puq)u~e of Ct n)lfllcllllg a new <:a0U:-' 
CUDce..tl a qUJnttty of Pcmmtcan for prO\'ISIOD on our rdUlll. ttucce:>SlOn 
Ci,UJ"il'S, ~h:et WIth S0me ot rbe DJtiVC:S. OU[ IntercLlur~e with lhem. T r 
iutllfnl.1l1un respecting tile llver, and the country. Descnptlull of tl10te 
llcuple . 

. 71me, 17W. 1 I . 
"lu($duy l~ . .s T rained throughout the night, and till se-
ven in the morning; nor was I sorry th"t the ",ea
thtr g:\Ve me an excuse for indulging my people 
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with that additional rest, which their fatigues, during 
the last three days, rendered so comfortable to them. 
Before eight, however, we were on the water, and 
driven on by a strong current, when we steered 
east-south-east half a mile, south-west by south half a 
mile, south-south-east half a mile, south-west half a 
mile, went round to north-west half a mile, backed 
south-south-east three quarters of a mile, south-south
west half a mile, south by east a quarter of a mile, 
and south-west by south three quarters of a mile. 
Here the water had fallen considerably, so that seve
ral mud and sand-banks were visible. There was al
so an hill a-head, west-south-west. 

The weather was so hazy that we could not see 
across the river, which is here about two hundred 
yards wide. We now proceeded south by west one 
third of a mile, when we saw a considerable quan
tity of beaver work along the banks, north-north
west half a mile, ~outh-west by west one mile and an 
half, south-south-west one third of a mile, west by 
south one third of a mile, south by east half a mile. 
Mountains rose o"n the left, immediately above the 
rivcr, whose summits were covered with snow; south
west half a mile, south a quarter of a milc, south
east (l)nc third of a mile, south-south-west half a mile. 
Here arc several islands, we then vcered to we~t by 
"outh a third of a mile, south-south-east a sixth of a 
mile. On the right, the land is high, rocky, and co
vered with wood, west-south-west one mile, a small 
river running in fmm the south-east, south-west half 
a mile, south three quarters of a mile. south-west, 
half a mile, south by west half a mlie. Here a rocky 
point protrudes fmm the left, and narrows the ri,=er 
toan hundred yards; south-east half a mile, east by 
south one eighth of a mile. The current now was 
very strong, but perfectly safe, south-east by south an 
eighth of a mile, west by north one third of a mile, 
»outh uy west a twelfth of a mile, south-west one 
fourth of a mile. Here the high land terminates on 
one side of the river, while rocks rise to a considera
ble height immediately above the other, and the 
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€hannel widens to an hundred aoei' fifty yards, weet 
by south one mile. The river now narrows again 
between rocks of a moderate height, north.north
ea5t an eighth of a mile, veered to south east an 
eighth of a mile, SOQth and south-west half a mile; 
The conntry appeared to be low, as fir as I rould 
judge of it from the canoe, as the view is confined 
by woeds at the di-!>tance of about an hundred yard~ 
from the banks. Our course continued west by north 
two miles, north half a mile, north·west a quarter ora 
mile, 50uth-west two miles, north-west three quartert 
of a mile: when a ridge of land appeared in this direo
tion, west one mile. A small river flowed in from' the 
north, south a quarter of a mile, north.west half amil.e, 
south-50uth-\\'est two miles and an half, south-cast three 
quarters of a mile j a rivulet lost itself in the main 
stream, v.-est-north.west half a mile. Here the cur· 
rent slackentod, and we pl'oceeded south-south-west 
three quarters of a mile, south-west three quarters of 
a mile, south by east three quartet's of a miie, south
east by eas tone mile, when it veered gradually to west
north· west half a mile; the river being full of islands. 
vVe proceeded due north, with little current, the river 
presenting a beautiful sheet ofwaterfol' a mile andan 
half, south·west by west one mile, west-north,wcstone 
mile" wht;1I ;t vt;el'ecl round to south.east one mile, west 
by north one mjl~, south-east one mile, west by north 
three quarters of a mile, south one eighth of a roile~ 
when we came to an Indian cabin of late erectiOD. 
Here was the great fork which out guide had informed us, 
and it appeared to be the largest branch fmm the soulh. 
east. It is about l..-lf a mile in breadth, and assumes 
the form of a lake. The current was very slack, and we 
:';'ot into the middle of the channel, when we steered 
w<,st, and bouncled in sixteen feet water. A ridge 0,{ 
hi~h htnd now stretched on, as it were, across 0111' pre· 
b(!nt direction: this course was three miles. vV t tilen 
proceeded wcst.south-west two miles, and sounded in 
twenty-foul' feet water. Here the river narrow#d and 
the cunent increased. ,Ve then continued our cour»:ll 
nQl'th-nol'th-we~t thre~ qlJarter:o Qf milG, a.. small riv .. t 
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falling in form the north-east. It now veered to south 
by west one mile and a quarter, west-south-west four 
miles and an half, west by north one mile and a quar
ter, north-west by west one mile, west a mile and a quar
k:r: the land was high on both sides, and the river 
narrowed to an hundrerl and fifty, or two hundred yards; 
north-west three quarters of a mile, south-west by 
south two miles and an half: here its breadth again 
increased; south by west one mile, west-south-w6st 
half a mile, south-west by south three miles, south
south-east one mile, with a small river running in from 
the left, south with a strong current one mile, then 
east three quarters of a mile, south-west one mile,south
south-east a mile and an half; the four last distances 
being a continual rapid; south-west by west one mile, 
east-north-east a mile and an half, east-south-east one 
mile, where a small river flowed in on the right; south
west by south two miles and an halfr' when anothel' 
small river appeared from the same quarter; south by 
east half a mile, and south-west by west one mile and, 
a quarter: here we landed- for the night. When we· 
had passed the last river we observed smoke rising 
from it, as if produced by fires that had been fresh 
lighted; I therefore concluded that there were natives
on its banks; but I was unwilling ld .fatigue my peo
ple, by pulling back against the current in order to 
go in search of them. -

This river appeared, from its high water-mark, to 
have fallen no more than one foot,· while the smaller 
branch, from a similar measurement, had sunk two 
feet and an half. On our entering it, we saw a flock 
@f ducks which were entirely white, except t116 bill 
and part ef the wings. The weather was cold an4 
raw throughl')ut the day, and the wind- south-west. 
We saw smoke rising in· (lolumns from many parts 
of the woods, and I should have been more anxious 
to see the nati¥cs, if there had been any person with 
me who could have introduced me to- them; but as 
that ohject couh! not then be attained without cOllsi. 
[{erable loss of time, I determined to pursue the na
"gation while it coot1nued to be so favorable, a.nd t". 

Bb2 
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wait till my return, if no very convenient opportullity 
effered in the mean time, to engage in an intercol\l'~e 
with them. 

Wednesday 19. The morning was foggy, and at 
three we were on the water. At half past that hour, 
our course was east by south three quarters of a mile, 
a small river flowing in from the right. We then 
proceeded south by east half a mile, and south-sout4-
west a mile and an half. During the last distance, 
clouds of thick smoke rGse from the woods, th~t 
darkened the atmosphere, accompanied with a strong 
odour of the gum of cypress and the spruce-fir. Our 
courses continued to be south-west a mile and a quar
ter, north-west by west three quarters of a mile, south
south-east a mile and a quarter, east three quarters of 
a mile, south-west one mile, west by south three 
quarters of a mile, south-east by south three quarter~ 
of a mile, south by west half a mile, west by sout~ 
three quarters of a mile, south by nest two miles an4 
an half. In the last course there was an island, and 
it appeared to me that the main channel of the river 
llad formerly been on the other side of it. The banks 
were here composed of high white cliffs, crowned with 
pinnacles in very grotesque shapes. \Ve continueQ 
to steer south-east by south a mile and a half, ~outh 
by east half a ll)ile, east one mile and a quarter, south
east by east one mile, south by east three quarters of a, 
mile, south-east by east one mile, south-south-east 
half a mile, east one wile and a quarter, south by east 
half a mile, ealSt a mile and an half, south-south-east 
three miles, and south-west three quarter~ of a mile. 
In the last course the rocks contracted in such a man
ner on both sides ef the ri \'(~r, as to afford tile appear
ance of the upper part of a fall 01' cataract. Under 
this apprehension w.e landec;\ on the left shore, wht;rJ 
we found a kind of foot-path, imperfectly traced, 
through which we C onj8Ctured that the na,tivej; occa
sionally passed their canoes and baggage. 0)1 eltam
ining the course of the river, how.ever, there diclnot 
,\ppear to be any fall as we expected; but tije rapi~ 
were of a conside~~able .Jength and i.ulp~~~ble for a 
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light canoe. We had, therefore, no alteruative but to 
widen the road ~') as to admit the passage of OUl' ca
noe, which was .now carried with great difficulty: as 
from her frequent repairs, and not always of the usu
al materials, her weight was such, that she cracked 
and broke on the shoulder's of the men who hore 
her. The labor and fatigue of this undertakin~, from 
eight till twelve, beggars all description, when we at 
length conquered this afflicting passage, of about half 
a mile, over a rocky and most rugged hill. QUI' cOUl'S~ 
was south-south-west. Here I took a meridian alti
tude, which gave me 53. 4Z, ZOo north latitude. 'Ve, 
however, lost some time to put our canoe in a condi
tion to carry us onwards. Our course was south a 
quarter of a mile to the next carrying-place; which 
was nothing more than a rocky point about t,yic..; the 
length of the canoe. From the extremity of this point 
to the rocky and almost perpendicular ballK that rose 
on the opposite shore, is not more than forty or fifty 
yards. The great body of water, at the s"me tim\! 
tumbling in successive casca{}es along the first cany-

. ipg-place, rolls through this narrow passage in a very 
turbid cunellt, and full of whirlpools. On the banks 
Qf the river there was great plenty of wild onions, 
which, when mixed up with our pemmican, Wa~ a 
great improvement of it; though tiley produced a 
physical effect on our appetites, which was rathel' in
convenient to the &tate of our provisions. 

Here we embarked, and steered south-east by east 
three quarters of a mile. We now s .... w a smoke on the 
shore; but before we coulcl reach land, the natives had 
deserted their camp, which appeared to be erected 
for no more than two families. My two Indians were 
instantly dispatched in search of them, and, by fol
lpwing their tracks, they sr'''n o,el'took them; but 
their language was mUluaEy uni:ltelli;;iblc; and all 
attempts to produce a friendly communication were 
fruitless. They \,0 soon.!l' pel'c'lI~ll my young men 
than they prepared their bows ~ .. ,d· "rl'OWS and made 
signs for them not to advance; .dlll they thought it 
prudent to deSist fl'om proC(:;ci~; ';s, though not before 
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the natives had discharged five arrows at them, which, 
however, they avoided, by means of the trees. When 
they returned with this account, I very much regret
ted that I hall not accompanied them: as these peo
ple could not be at any very great distance, I took 
Mr. Mackay, and one of the Indians with me in or
der to overtake them, but they had got so far that it 
would have been imprudent in me to have followed 
them. My Indians, who, I believe, were terrified at 
the manner in which these native~ received them, in
formed me that, besides their bows, arrows, and 
spears, they were armed with long knives, and that 
they accompanied their strange antics with menacing 
actions and loud shoutings. On my return, I fouild' 
my people indulging their curiosity in examining the 
bags and baskets which the natives had left behind them. 
Some of them contained their fishing-tackle; such as 
nets, lines, &c. others of a smaller size were filled 
with a red earth, with which they paint themselves. 
In several of the bags there were also sundry articles 
of which we did not know the use. I prevented my 
men from taking any of them; and for a few articles 
of mere curiosity, which I took myself, I left such 
things in exchange as would be much more useful to 
their owners. 

At four we left this place, proceeding with the 
stream south-east three quarters of a mile, east-south
east one mile, south three quarters of II. mile, south
south· west one mile, south by east three quarters of 
a mile, south-south-east one mile, south-stluth-west. 
two miles, souih-south-east three miles and a quarter,. 
east by north one mile, south-south-east one mile and 
a quarter, with a rapid, south-south-west three quar
ters of a mile, south one mile and an half, south-east 
one mile and a qual'ter, south three quarters of a mil~, 
and south-south-east one mile and an half. At half 
}).ast seven we landed for the night, where a small 
rlver flowed in from the right. The wea!ther was 
showery, accompanied with seyeral loud claps of 
thunder. The banks were overshadowed by lofty firs, 
and wide-spreading cedars. 
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ThU1'sday 20. The morning was foggy, and at 
half past four we proceeded with a south wind, south
east by east two miles, south-south-east two miles and 
an half, and south-south7 west t\~~o milc5. The fog 
was so thick, t,dt we could not sec the length of our 
canoe, which rendered ol1r pl'og-ress dangerous, as we 
might have come suddenly upon a cascade or violent 
rapid. Our next course wal> west-north-west two 
miles and an half, which comprehended a rapid. 
Ueing clos-: in with the left bank of the l'iver, we per
ceived t\\'U red deer at thc very edge of the water: 
we killed onc of them, and wounded the other, "hich 
was very smaH. \Ve now landed, and the Indians 
followed the wounded animal, which they soon caught, 
and would ha\'c shot another in the woods, if our 
dog, who folIowed them, had not disturbed it. From 
the number of theil' tracks it appeared that they 
abounded in this country. They are not so large as, 
tbe elk of the Peace River, but al'e the real red deer" 
which I never saw in the north, though I have been 
told that they are to be found in great numbers in 
the plains along the Reel, or Assiniboin River. The 
bark had been stripped off many Qf the spruce-trees, 
and carried away, a,; I presumed, by the natives, for 
the pm'pcse of covering their cabins. \V c now got the 
veniion on board, and continued our voyage south-,ycst 
one mile, south a mile and an half, and west one mile. 
Here the c@Lmtry changed its appearance; the banks 
were but of a moderate height, from whence the ground 
continued gl'aduaJly rising to a considerable distance, 
.-:overed with poplal's and cypresses, but without any 
kind of undel'wood. There are also several low points 
which the river, that is here about thrle hundred 
yards in breadth, sometimes overflows, anu are shaded 
with the liard, the soft birch, the spruce, and wil
low. For some distance before we came to this part 
of the river, our view was confined within very rug
ged, irreb'ular, and lofty banks, which were ',aried with 
the poplar, different kinds of spruce-fir, ,ima:l birch
trees, cedars, alders, and several species of the willow. 
OUI' neJ'.t course wa~ soutll-we"t uy west six miles, 
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when we landed at a deserted house, which was tne. 
the only Indian habitation of this kind that I had seen 
on this side of Mechilimakina .. It was about thirty feet 
long, and twenty wide, with three doors, three feet 
high by one foot and an half in breadth. From thi$. 
and other circumstances, it appears to have been con
structecl for three families. There were also three 
fire-places, at equal distances from each other; and 
the beds were on either side of them. Behind the 
beds was a narrow space in the form of a manger, and 
somewhat elevated, which was appropriated to the pur
pose of keeping fish. The wall of the house, which was 
nve feet in height, was formed of very strait spruce 
timbers, brought close together, and laid into each 
other at the corners. The roof was supported by a ridge 
pole, l'esting on two upright forks of auout ten feet 
high; that and the wail ~mpport a certain number of 
spars, ,'hich are covered with spruce bark; and the 
whole attached und secured by the fibres of the cedar. 
One of the gable mds is clo!>ed with split boards; the 
other with poles. Large rods are also fixed across the 
uppet' part of the building, where fish may hang and 
dry. To give the walls additional strength, upright 
posts are fixed in the ground, at equal distances, both 
within and without, of the same height as the wall, 
and firmly attached with bal'k fibres. Openings ap
pear also between the logs in the wall, for the purpose, 
as I conjectured, of discharging their al'l'ows at a be-
5ieging enemy; they would be needless for the pur
pose, of giving light, which is sufficiently afforded by 
fissures between the logi of the building, so that it a~
peared to be constructed merely for a summer habI
tation. There was nothing further to attract oU\' at
tention in or about the house, except a large ma
chine, which must have rendered the taking off the 
l'oof absolutely necessary, in order to have introduced 
it. It was of a cylindrical form, fifteen feet long, and 
four feet and an half in diameter: one end was square, 
like the head of a cask, and a conical machine was 
fixed inwards to the other end, of similar dimensions; 
at the extremity of which was an openini' of about 
seven inches diameter. 
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This machine was certainly contrived to set in the 
river, to catch large fish; and very well adapted to 
that purpose; as when they are once in, it must be 
impossible for them to get Qut, unless they should 
have strength sufficient to break through it. It was 
made of long pieces of split wood, rounded to the size 
of a small finger, and placed at the distance of an 
inch asunder, on six hoops; to this was added a kind 
of boot of the same materials, into which it may be 
supposed that the fish are driven, when they are to be 
taken out. The house was left in such apparent or
der as to mark the design of its owners to return thi
ther. It answered in every particular the description 
given us by our late guide, except that it was not si
tuated on an island. 

We left this place, and steered south by east one 
mile and a qual'tel' when we passed where there had 
been another house, of which the ridge-pole and sup
porters alone remained: the ice had probably carried 
away the body of it. The bank was at this time co
vered with water, and a small river flowed in on the 
left. On a point we observed an erection that had the 
appearance of a tomb; it was in an oblong form, co
vered, and very neatly walled with bark. A pole was 
fixed near it, to which, at the height of ten or twelve 
feet, a. piece of bark was attached, which was proba
bly a memorial, or symbol of distinction. OUl' next 
course was south by west two miles and an half, when 
we saw an house on an island, south-east by east one 
mile and three quarters, in which we observed ano
ther island, with an house upon it. A river also 
flowed from the right, and the land was high and 
rocky, and wooded with the epinette. 

Our canoe was now become so crazy, that it was a 
matter of absolute necessity to construct another; 
and as from the appearance of the country there" was 
reason to expect that bark was to be found, we I~nded 
at eight, with the hope of procuring it. ! <l;ccordmgly 
dispatched four men with that cOJ?mlsslOn, ~nd at 
twelve they returned with a suffiCient quantity to 
make the bottom of a canoe of five fathom in length, 
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and four feet and an half in height. At noon I hal 
an observation, which gave me 53. 17. 28. nort) 
latitude. 

\ V e n6W continued our voyage south-eallt by soutl 
one mile and an half, east-south-east one miJe,east 
north-east half a mile, south-east two miles, south 
east by south one mile, south-east six miles, alll 
east-north-ea,L Here the river narrows between tW( 

steep rocks, and a rapid succeeded, which was so vio 
lent that we did not venture to run it. I therefor( 
ordered the loading to be tak!;!n ollt of the canoe, bU1 

she was now become so heavy that the men preferrei 
running the rapid to the carrying her overland, 
Though I did not altogether approve of theil' propo· 
si (ion, I was unwilling to oppose it. Four of tbelll 
undertook this hazardous expedition, and I hastenec 
to the fuet of the rapid with 'great anxiety, to wail 
the event, which turned out as I expected. The wa· 
tel' "'as so strong, that although they kept clear.ol 
the rocks, the canoe filled, and 1n this state the} 
drove half way down the rapid, but fortunately she 
did not overset; and having got hltr into an e.d~)', 
they emptied hel', and in an half-drowned condItion 
uITived safe on shore. The carrying-place is about 
half a mile over, with an Indian path across it. MI' • 
. :Mackay, and the hunters, saw some deer on an island 
above the rapid; and had that discovery been madf 
before the departure of the canoe, there is little .doub1 
but we should have added a considerable quantity 0; 

venison to OUl' stock of provisions. Our vessel wa! 
in such a wretched condition, as I have already ob· 
served, that it occasioned a delay of three hours t~ 
put her in a condition to proceed. At length we can 
tinued our formercoune, cast-north-east a mile aD( 
an half, when we passed an extensive Indian enca~lp' 
ment ; east-south-east one milt:, where a small rIvel 
appeared on the left; south-east by south one milt 
and thl'ee quarters, east by south half a mile, east b) 
north one mile, and saw another house on all island, 
south half a mile, west three quarters o~ ~ nlile 
south-west half a mile, where the cliffs ofwhlte aJ1l 
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fed clay appeared like the ruins of ancient castles. 
Our canoe now veered gl'adually to east· north-east 
one mile and an half, when we landed in a storm of 
rain and thunder, where we perceived the remains of 
Indian houses. It was impossible to determine the 
wind in any part of the day, as it came a-head in all 
(lUI' directions. 

Friday 21. As I was very sensible of the difficulty 
of procuring provisions in this country, I thought it 
prudent to guard against any possibility of distress of 
that kind on uur return; I therefore ordered ninety 
pounds weight of pemmican to be Luried in an hole, 
sufficiently deep to admit of a fire ovel' it without do
ing any injury to OUl' hidden treasure, and which 
.would, at the same time, secure it from the natives of 
-the country, or the wild animals of the woods. 

The morning was very cloudy, and at four o'clock 
'We renewed our voyage, steering south by east one 
mile and a quarter, east-south-east half a mile, south 
by east one mile and an half, east half a mile, south
east two miles, where a large river flowed in from the 
left, and a smaller one from the right. \Ve then con
tinued south by we5t three quarters of a mile, east by 
south a mile and an half, south three quarters of a 
mile, south-east by east one mile, south by east half 
a mile, south-east three quarters of a mile, south
east by south half a mile, south-east by east half 1\ 

mile, the" cliffs of blue and yellow clay, displaying 
the same grotesque shapes as those which we passed 
yesterday, south-south-east a mile and an half, south 
by east two mile'>. The latitude by observation was 
52. 47. 51. north. 

Here we perc~ived a small new canoe, that had 
been drawn up to the edge of the woods, and soon af
ter another appeared, with one man ill it, which came 
out of a small nver. He no soono' saw us than he 
gave the whoop, to alarm his friends, who immedi. 
ately appeared on the bank, armed with bows and ar
rows, and spears. They were thinly h!loited, and 
displayed the most outrageous antics. Though they 
WC1'e certainly in a state of great apprehension, they 

Cc 
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manifested by their gestures that they were resolvea 
to attack us, if we should venture to land. I there
fore ordered the men to stop the way Df the canoe, 
and even to check her drifting with the {;urrent, as it 
would have been extreme folly to have approached 
these savages before their fury had in some degree 
lubsided. My interpreters, who understood their lan
guage, informed me that they threatened us with in
Iiltant death if we drew nigh the shore; and they fol. 
lowed the menace by discharging a volley of arrows, 
Iilome of which fell short of the caMe, and others pas
sen over it, so that they fortunately did us no injury. 
As we had been carried by the current beJ.ow the spot 
where the Indians were, I ordered my people to pad. 
dIe to the opposite side of the river, without the least 
appearance of confusion, so that they brought me 
abreast of them. My interpreters, while we were 
within hearing, had done every thing in their power 
to pacify them, but in vain. We also observed that 
they had sent off a canoe with two men, down the ri
ver, as we concluded, to communicate their alarm, 
and procure assistance. This circumstance determin
ed me to leave no means untried, that might engage 
us in a friendly intercourse with them, before they 
acquired additional security and confidence, by the ar
rival of their relations and neighbours, to whom their 
&.ituation would be shortly notified. 

I therefore formed the following adventurous pro
ject, which was happily crowned with success. Ileft 
the canoe, and walked by myself along the beach, in 
order to induce some of the natives to come to me, 
which, I imagined they might be disposed to do, when 
they saw me alone, without ~tly appa:ent possibility 
of receiving assistance from my people, and would 
consequently imagine that a communication with me 
was not a service of danger. At the same time, i.n 
order to possess the utmost security of which my SI

tuation was susceptible, I directed one of the indians 
to slip into thlt woods, with my gllD and his own, and 
to conceal himself from their discovery; he also had 
Qrders to keep as near mt: as possible, without btini 
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seen; and if any of the natives should venture across, 
and attempt to shoot me from the water, it was his 
instructions to lay him low: at the same time he was 
pal'ticularly enjoined not to fire till I had dischal'ged 
one or both of the pistols that I carried in my belt. 
Jr, however, any of them were to land, and approach 
my person, he was immediately to join me. In the 
mean' time my other interpretel' assured them, that 
we.entertained the most friendly disposition, which I 
'fOnfir~ed by such signals as I conceived would b~ 
comprehended by them. I had not, indeed, been long 
at my station, and my Indian in ambush behind me, 
when two of the natives came off in a canoe, but stop
ped when they had got within an hundred yards of 
me. I made signs [or them to land, and as an in
ducement, displayed looking-glasses, beads, and other 
alluring trinkets. At length, but with every mark of 
extreme apprehension, they approached the shore, 
stern foremost, but would not venture to land. I novr 
made them a present of some beads, with which ther 
were going to push off, when I renewed my entrea
ties, and after some time, prevailed on them to come 
ashore, and sit down by me. My hunter now thought 
it right to join me, and created some alarm in my nevr 
acquaintance. It was, however, soon removed, and 
I had the satisfaction to find that he and these peopl\: 
perfectly understood each other. I instructed him to 
say every thing that might tend to soothe their fears, 
and win their confidence. I expressed my wish to 
conduct them to our canoe, but they declined my of~ 
fer; and when they observ(.d some of my people com
ing towards ustAhey requested me to let them return; 
and I was so well satisfied with the progress I had 
made in my intercourse with them, that I did not he
sitate a moment in complying with their deSIre. 
During their short stay, they observed us, and every 
thing about us, with a mixture of admiration and as
tqnishment. We could plainly distinguish that their 
friends received them with great joy on their return, 
and that the articles which they carried back with 
them, weJ:e examined with a general and eager ~uri~ 
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osity; they also appeared to hold a consultation, whie" 
lasted about a quarter of an hour, and the result was, 
an invitation to come over to them, which was cheer
fully accepted. Nevertheless, 011 our landing. they 
betrayed evident sig;ns ,of confusion, which arose, pro
bably from the quickness of our movements, as the 
prospect of a friendly communication had so cheered 
the spirits of my people, that they paddled across the 
river with the utmost expedition. The twe men, how
ever, who had been with us, appeared very naturally. 
to possess the greatest share of courage on the occa
sion, and were ready to receive us 011 our landing; 
but our demeanor soon dispelled all their apprehen
sions, and the most familiar communication took place 
between us. \Vhen I had secured their confidence, 
by the distribution of trinkets among them, and treat
ed the childreH. with sugar, I instructed my interpre
ters to collect every necessary information in their 
power to afford me. 

According to their account, this river, whose 
course is very extensive, runs towards the mid-day 
sun; and that at its mouth, as they had been inform
ed, white people were building houses. They repre
sented its current to be uniformly strong, and that in 
three places it was altogether impassible, from the 
falls and rapids, which poured along between perpen
dicular rocks that were rr,uch higher, and more rug
ged than any we had yet seen, and would not admit 
of any passage over them. But besides the dangers 
and difficulties of the navigation, they added, that we 
should have to encounter the inhabitants of the coun
try, who were very numerous. They also represent
ed theil' immediate neighbors as a very malignant 
race, who lived in large subterraneous recesses; and 
when they were made to understand th~t it was our 
design to proceed to the sea, they dissuaded us from 
prosecuting our intention, as we shouhl certainly be
come a sacrifice to the savage spirit of the natives. 
These people they described as possessing iron, arms, 
anu utensils, which they procured from their neigh
bors to the westward, and were obtained by a com-
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mercial progress from people like ourselves who 
brought them in great canoes. 

Such an account of our situation, exaggerated as it 
might be in some points, and erroneous in others, was 
sufficiently alarming, and awakened very painful re
flections ; nevertheless it did not operate on my mind 
$0 as to produce any change in my original determi
nation. My first object, therefore, was to -persuade 
two of these people to accompany me, that they 
might secure for us a favorable reception from their 
neighbors. To this proposition they assented, but 
expressed some degree of dissatisfaction at the imme
diate departure, for which we were making prepara
tion ; but when we were ready to enter the canoe, a 
small one was seen doubling the point below, with 
three men in it. We thought it prudent to wait for 
their arrival, and they proved to be some '()f their re
lations, who had received the alarm from the messen
gers, which I have already mentioned as having been 
sent down the river for that purpose, and who had 
passerl on, as we were afterwards informed, to ex
tend the notice of our arrival. Though these people 
saw us in the midst of their friends, they displayed 
the most menacing actions, and hostile postures. At 
length, however, this wild, savage spirit appe.ared. to 
subside, and they were persuaded to land. One of. 
them, who was a middle aged person, whose agita
tion~ had been less frequent than those of his compa

. nions, and who was treated with particular respect by 
them all, inquired who we were, whence we came~ 
whither we were going, and what was the motive of 
our coming into that country. When his friends 
had satisfied him as. far as they were able, respecting 
us, he instantly advised us to delay our departure for 
that night, as their relations below, having been by 
this time alal'med by the messengers, who had been. 
scn.t for that purpose, would certainly oppose our pas
sag~, notwithstanding I had two of their own people 
with me. He added, that they would all of them be 
here by sun-set1. when they would be convin.ed, "II} 

Cc2 
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he was, that we were good people, and meditated' no 
ill designs against them. 

Such were the reasons which this Indian urged in 
favor of our remaining till the next morning; and 
they were too well founded for me to hesitate in com
plying with them ; be~ides, by prolonging my stay 
till the next morning, it was probable that I might 
obtain some important inL lligence respecting the 
country through which I was to pass, and the peo
ple who inhabited it. I accordingly ordered the ca. 
noe to be unloaded, taken out of the water, and gum
med. My tent was also pitched, and the natives 
were now become so familiar, that I was obliged to 
let them know my wish to be alone and undisturbed. 

My first application to the native whom I -have al
ready particularly mentioned, was to obtain from him 
such a plan of the river ae he should be enabled to 
give me; ancl he complied with this request with a 
degt'ee of readiness and inhtlligence that evidently 
proved it was by no means a new business to him. 
In oJ'(\er to acquire the best information he could 
("ommunicate, I assured him, if I found his account 
correct, that I would either return myself, or send 
others to them, with such articles as they appeared 
to wartt: particularly arms and ammunition, with 
which they would be able to prevent their enemies 
from ilnading them. I obtained, however, no addi
tion to what I already knew, but that the country 
below U!l, as far as he was acquainted .with it, abound
ed in animals, and that the river produced plenty of 
fish. 

Our canoe was now become so weak, leaky, and un
manageable, that it became a matter of absolute ne
cessity to construct a new one; and I had been in
formed, that if we delayed that important work till we 
got further down the river, we should not be able to 
vrocure bark. I therefore dispatched two of my people 
with an Indian, in search of. that necessary material. 
The weather was so cloudy that I could not get an oD
servation. '" 

* The observation already mentioned, I ,ot on my retUrR. 
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I passed the rest of the day in conversing with these 
people; they consisted of sev.:n families, containing 
eighteen men; they were clad in leather, and had 
some beaver and rabbit-skin blankets. They had not 
been long arrived in this part of the country, where 
they proposed to pass the summer, to catch fish for 
their winter provision: fOI' this purpose they were 
preparing machines similal' to that which we found in 
the first Indian house we saw and described. The fish 
which they take in them are large, and only visit this 
part of the river at cel'tain seasons. The~e people 
differ very little, if at all, either in their appearance, 
language, or manners, from the Rocky-Mountain In
dians. The men whom I sent in search of bark, re
turned with a ctlrtain quantity of it, but of a very in
different kiml. We were not gratified with the arriv
al of any of the nativei whom we expected from a 
lower part of the river. 

CHAPTER VIII. 

Renew our voyage, accompanied by two of the l1J.tives. Account of CQurse'!. 
State of the river. Arrive at a subterraneJ.D house. See ~e\o'eral natives. 
Bdef de:icription of them. Account of our conference with them. ~aw other 
natives. Description of them. Their conduct, &c. The account whkh_ they 
gave of the country. The narrative of a female prisoner. The perplexities of 
my situation. Specimen of the .languaze of ~,.o tnbes. Chang-e the pl~~ of 
i.in~o~~nael·i51~eJ~~n b~ild ~h:o~~~~~~n~~~cess(Qn of dang-!rs and dlfficumes. 

jlllte, 1793. 1· A ,. h' d d 
8alarday22. or: SIX III t e mormng we procee e on 
our voyage, with two of the Indians, one of them in a 
small, pointed canoe, made after the fashion of the 
Esquimaux, and the other in our own. This precau
tion was necessary in a two·fold point of view, as the 
'Small canoe could be sent a-head to speak to any of 
the natives that might be seen down the river, and 
thus divided, would not be easy for them both to make 
theil' escape. Mr. Mackay also embarked with the 
Indian, which seemed to aftord him great ~atisfaction, 
and he was thet'eby enabled to keep us company with 
diminution of labor. 

I , Our courses was south-south-east a mile and a half, 
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south-east half a mile, south by east four miles and all 
half, south-east by south half a mile, south by west 
half a mile, south-east by east one mile, south-south
west a mile and an half, south by east one mile and a 
quarter. The country, on the right, presented a very 
beautiful appearance: it rose at first rather abruptly 
to the height of twenty-five feet, when the precipice 
was succeeded by an inclined plain to the foot of ano
ther steep; which was followed by another extent of 
gently rising ground: these objects, which were 
shaded with groves of fir, ploesenting themselves al
ternately to a considerable distance. 

vVe now landed near an hou~e, the roof of which 
alone appeared above ground; but it was deserted by 
its)nhabitants who had been alarmeQ at our approach. 
We observed several men in the second steep, who 
displayed the same postures and menacing actions 
as those which we have so lately described. Our 
conductors went to them immediately on an embassy 
of friendship, and, after a very vociferous discourse, 
one of them was persuaded to come to us, but pre
sented a very ferocious aspect: the rest, who were 
seven in number, soon followed his example. They 
held their bows and arrows in their hands, and ap
peared in their garments, which were fastened round 
the neck, but left the right arm free for action. A 
cord fastened a blanket, or leather covering under the 
right arm-pit, so that it hung upon the left shoulder, 
and might be occa"ionally employee. as a target, that 
would tum an al"l'OW which was nealo'y spent. As soon as 
they had recovered from their apprehensions, ten wo
men made their appearance, but without any children, 
whom, I imagine, they had sent to a greater distance, 
to be out of reach of all possible danger. I distributed 
a few presents among them, and left my guides to ex
pl.ain to them the object of my journey, and the 
friendliness of my designs, with which they had 
themselves been made acquainted; their fears being 
at length removed, I gave them a specimen of the 
~se to which we appli::d our fire-arms: at the same. 
tlme, I calmed their astonishment, by the assUl'an-;e, 
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that, though we could at once destroy those who did 
us injury, we could equally protect those who ~bew
ed liS kindnes~. Our st~.y here di:! not exceed half 
an hour, and we left these people with favorable im
pressions of us. 

From this place we steered ea~t by north half a 
~ile, south by cast three quarters of a mile, and 
south by west a mile and an half, when we landed 
again on seeing some of the natives on the high 
ground, whose appearance was more wild and fero
cious than any whom we had yet seen. Indeed I was 
under some apprehension that our guides, who went 
to conciliate them to us, would have fallen a prey to 
their savage fury. At length, however, they wel'e 
persuaded to entertain a more favorable opinion of us, 
and they approached us (lne after 'another, to the 
number of sixteen men, and several women, I shook 
hands with them all, and desired my interpreters to 
explain that salutation as a token of frit:ndship_ As 
this was not a place where we could remain with tne 
necessary convenie::!ce, I proposed to proceed fur
ther, in search of a more commodious spot. They 
immediately invited us to pass the night at theil' 
ledges, which were at no great distance, and pro
mised, at the same time, that they would, in the 
morning, send two men to introduce us to the next 
nation, who were very numerous, and ill-disposed to
wards strangers. As we were pushing from the 
shore, we were very much surprised at hearing a 
woman pronounce several words in the Knisteneaux 
language. She proved to be a Rocky-Mountain na
tive, so that my interpreters perfectly understood her. 
She informed us that her country is at the forks of 
this river, and that she h~d been taken prisoner by 
the Knisteneaux, who had carried her across the 
mountains. After having passed the greatest part of 
the summer with them, ~he had contrived to escape, 
before they had reached !!heir own country, and had 
re-crossed the mountains, when she expected to meet 
her own friends; but after ..suffering all the hard
ihips incident to such a journey, she had been taken 
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by a war-party ofthe people with whom she then was, 
who had driven her relations from the river into the 
mountains. She had since been detained by her pre
~ent husband, of whom she had n(} cause to complain ~ 
nevertheless she expressed a strong desire to return 
to her own people. I presented hel' with several 
u~eful articles, and desired her to come to me at the 
lodges, which she readily engaged to do. Wear
rived thither before the Indiam, and landed, as we 
had promised. It was now near twelve at noon, but 
on attempting to take an altitude I found the angl~ 
too great for my sextant. 

The natives whom we had already ~een, and seve
ral others, soon joined us, with a greater number of 
women than I had yet seen; but I did not observe 
the female pri~oner among them. There were thir
ty-fi ve of them, and my remaming store of presents 
was not sufficient to enable me to be very liberal to 
so miiny claimants. Among the men I found four of 
the adjoining nation, and a Rocky-Mountain Indian, 
who had been with them for some time. As he was 
understood by my interpreters, and was himself well 
aC(IUaint<:d with the language of the strangers, I pos
ses~ed the mC[lns of obtaining e\'ery information re
specting the country, which it might be in their pow
tT to afford me. For this purpose I selected an el
derly man, from the foUl' strangers, whose counte
nance had prepossessed me in his favor. I stated to 
these people, a5 I had already done to those fro111 
whom I Jlud hithertu derived information, the objects 
of my vat. age, and the very great advantages which 
they would receive from my successful termination of 
it. They e::pl'essed themoe!ves very much satisfied 
at my communication, and assured me that they would 
not deceive me respecting the subject of my inquiry. 
An old man also, who appeared to posse~s the charac
~er of a chief, declared his wish to see me return to his 
land, ancl that his two young daughters should then be 
at my disposal. I now proceeded to request the native, 
whom I had particularly stlected, to commence :Iis 
information, by drawing a sketch of the country upon 
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1l4arge piece of bark, and he immediately entered on 
the work, frequently appealing to, and sometimes ask
ing the advice of, those around him. He described 
the river as running to the east of south, receiving 
many riveTs, and every six or eight leagues encum
bered with falls and rapids, some of which were very 
dang'erous, and six of them impracticable. The car
rying-places he represented as of great length, and 
passing over hills and mountains. He depicted the 
Jands of thrt:e other tribes, in succession, who spoke 
different languages. Beyond them he knew nothing 
either of the river or country, only that it was still a 
long way to the sea; and that, as he heard, there was a 
lake, before they reached the water, which the natives 
did not drink. As far as his knowledge of the river ex
tended the oountry on the either side was level" ill 
many places without wood, and abounding in red deer, 
and some of a small fallow kind. Few of the natives, 
he said, would come to the banks for some time; but 
that at a certain season they would arrive there in great 
numbers, to fish. They now'procurediron, brass, cop
per, and trinkets, from the westward; but formt:rly 
these articles were obtained from the lower parts' 
of the river, though in small quantities. A knife 
Was produced which had been brought from that quar
tel'. The blade was ten inches long, and an inch and 
all half broad, but with a very blunted edge, The 
handle was of horn. We understood that this instru
ment had been obtained from white men, long before 
they had heard that !lny came to the westward. One 
very old luan observed, that as long as he could re
member, he was told of\\'hite people to the southward; 
and that he had heard, though he did not vouch for 
the truth of the report, that one of them had made an 
attempt to come up the river, and was destroyed. 

These people describe the distance across the coun
,try as very short to the western oceall; and accord
ing to my own idea, it cannot be above five or six 
degrees. If the assertion of Mr. Mears be correct, 
it cannot be so far, as the inland sea which he men. 
tions within Nootka, must cOUle as far east as 12i 
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west longitude. They assured us that,;the road was no~ 
difi1cult, as they avoided the mountains, keeping along 
the lod,.'1ds between them, many parts of which are 
entirely free from wood. According to their account, 
this way is so often travelled by them, that their path 
is visible throughout the whole journey, which lies 
along small lakes and rivers. It occupied them, they 
said, no more than six nights, to go to where they 
meet the people who barter iron, brass, copper, beads, 
«c. with them, fOl' dressed leather, and beaver, bear, 
lynx, fox, and martin skins. The iron is about 
eighteen inches of two-inch bar. To this they giYe 
an ed,,;e at one end, and fix it to an handle at right 
angles, which they employ as an axe. When the 
i!'On is worn down, they fabricate it into points for 
their arrows and spikes. Before they procured iron 
they employed bone and horn for those purposes. 
The copper and brass they convert into collars, arm
bands, bracelets, and other ornaments. They some
time5 also point their arrows with those metals. They 
had been informed by those whom they meetto trade 
with, that the white people, from whom these articles 
are obtained, were building houses at the distance of 
three days, ol'twonights journey from the place where 
they met last fall. \Vith this route they all appeared 
to be well acquainted. 

I now requested that they would sl:nd for the femal~ 
prisoner whom I saw yesterday, but I received only 
vague and evasive answers: they pmbahly apprehend
ed, that it was our design to take her from them. !. 
was, however, very much disappointed at being pre
vented from having an interview WIth her, as she 
might have given me a correct account of the country 
beyond the forks of the river, as well as of the pass, 
through the mountains, f!'Om them. 

My people had listened with gl'eat attention to the 
relation which had been given me, and it seemed to 
be their opinion, .that it would be absolut.., madness to 
attempt a passage through so many savage and bar
barous nations.. My situatiori may, indeed, be more 
eaiily conceived than eXlwessed: I had no more than 
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thirty days provision remaining, exclusive of such 
suppli~s as I might obtain from the natives, and the 
toil of our hunters, which, however, was so precarious 
as to be a matter of little dependence; besides, our 
ammunition would soon he exhausted, partie-ulady' 
our ball, of which ,,,e had not more than an hundred 
and fifty, and about thirty pounds wdght of shot, 
which, indeed, might be converted into bullets, though 
with great waste. 

The more I heard of the river, the more I was con-' 
vinced it could not empty itself into the ocean to,the 
Borth of what is called the River of the vVest, so that 
with its win'dings. the distance l~ust be very great; 
Such being the discouraging circumstances of my si. 
tuation, which were now heigl1tened by the discon. 
tents of my' people, I could nqt but be alarmed a,t the 
idea of attempting to get to th.e discharge of su¢h a 
rapid, espe'ciallywhen I reflected on the tardy pro
gress of my return up it, even if I 5hould meel with 
no obstl'Uction from the natives; a 'circumstance ,not 
very probable, from the numbers of them which would 
then be on the river; and wh'om I could have no op-

'portunity of conciliating in I))Y passage down, for the 
reasons which have been dready mentioned. At all 
events, I must give up every expectation of returning 
this season to Athabasca. Such were my reflections, 
at this period; but instead of continuing to indulge 
them, I determined to proceed with resolution, and 
set futllre events at defiance. At the same time I suf
fered myself to nourish the hope that I mig'ht be ,aule 
to(} penetrate with more safety, and in a shorter pel'ioel, 
to the ocean 'by the inland, western communication. 

To carry this project into execntion I must have 
l'eturned a considerable distance I1p the'river, whIch 
would necessarily 1.(; attended with a vel)' serious in
convenience, if I passed ovel' every other; as in a 
voyage of this kind, a retrogade motion could not 
Lil tu cool the ardol', slark(;ll the zeal, and weaken 
the confidellce of those, who have no greatel'induce
m"nt III the undertaking, tlu,n to follow the conductor 
of it. Such was the state of my mind at this period., 

Dd 



Ij.nd su£h the cirqlmstanCe.s. bf whkh it was di~Io1e!. 
~ed and distr~cted. 

To the people who had giveO! me the foregoing in
formation, I presented some beads, which they pre. 
ferred to any other articles in. my possession, and I 
recompensed in the same manner two of them who 
communicated to me the following vocabulary in the 
languages of the Na!$'ailer and Atnah trib.es. 

The Nagailtr, or Thl AlBa!;, or 
Carrier Indis»s. Chin-Indians. 

Eje, N~h, Th:oustin. 
flair, Thi!(ah, Cahowdin, 

;;~~~~' ~~~~{" ~~~~~gh. 
I]ead, 'fhie, Scapacay. 
WOOd, Dekin, Sbedzay. 
IIand, Lah, Calietha • 
.Leg, lIjin, Squacht. 
Tongue, '1'11oulo, DewhaSiisk, 
1:IIr, Zach, Ithlinah. 
loIan, Dinay, Scuynloucllo 
W-oman, Chiquoi, 5rnosledgensk. 
E,eaver, 1.ab, 5chugh. 
Elk, Yezer, Oikoy-Beb. 
Dog, s,lei"ll, S03cab. , 
Ground-ho" Thidnu Squaiquai •• 
lron Thfisitcl., SoucoumaDg'. 
Y' , COlm, Teuck. 
\.rai~r, Tau, Shaweliquoih. 
~tone, Zeb, Ish$oinean. 
)Jow, Nettuny, J.!)bquoinah. 
Arrow, Ig,aQ, 5quaili. 
Yes, Nesi, Amaig. 
Plains, Thoughoud, 'shilela. 
(;ome here, Andezoi, Thla-elyeb. 

The Atnah language has no affinity to any with 
which I am acquainted; but the Nagailerdiffers very, 
little from that spoken by the Beaver Indians, and is 
almost the same as that of the Chepewyans. 

We had a thunder storm with heavy rain; and in 
the evening when it had subsided, the Indians amused 
us with singing and dancing, in which they were join
ed by the young women. Four men now arrived~ 
whom we had not yet seen; they had left their fami
lies at some distance in the country, and expre&sed a 
desire that we should visit them there. 
- .sunday 23. After a restless night, I called the Indi

ans together, fl'Om whom I ye!Jterday received the intel
ligence which had been already mentioned, in the hope 
that I might obtain some additional information. From 
their former account they did not make the least de
-dation, but they informed me further, that where-
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they left this river, a small one from the westward 
falls into it, which was navigable for their canoes·dur
ing four days, and from thence they slept but two 
nights, to get to the people with whom they trade, and 
who ha,·e wooden canoes much larger than ours, in 
which they go down a rive1' to the sea.. They conti~ 
nued to inform me, that if I went that way, we must 
leave our own canoe behind us ; but they thought it 
probable that those people would furnish us with ano .. 
ther. From thence thiY stated the distance to be 
only one day's vorage with the current to the lake 
whose water is mLUbeous, and where they had heard 
that great canoes came two winters ago, and that the 
people belonging to them, brought great quantities of 
gpocls and built houses. 

At the commencement of this conversation, I was 
very much surprized by the following question from 
one of the Indians: " What," demanded he, " can 
" be the reason that you are so particular and anxi .. 
" ous in your inquires of us respecting a knowledge 
" of this country: do not you while men know every 
I, thing in the world 1" This interrogatory was 
so very unexptcted, that it occasioned some hesita
tion before 1 could answer it. At length, however, I 
replied, that we certainly were acquainted with the 
principal circumstances of every part of the world; 
that 1 knew wheloe the sea is, and where I myself then 
W-as, but that I did not exactly understand what obsta
liltS might interrupt me in getting to it, with which 
he and his relations must be \vell acquainted, as they 
had so frequently surmounted them. Thus I fortu
nately preserved the impression in their miu(ls, of the 
superiority of white people over themselves. 

It was now, however, absolutely necessary that I 
should come to a final determination which route to 
take; and no long interval of reflection was employ
ed, befOloe 1 ploeferred to go over land: the compara. 
tive shortness and security of such a journey, were 
alone !!ufficient to determine me. I accordingly pro
posed to two of the Indians to accompany me, and 
one oJ: theJill readily assented to my proposition. 
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I now called those of my people about me, who hal! 
not been present at my consultation with the natives; 
and after passing a warm eulogium on their fortitude, 
patience, aDd pel'sevet ance, I stated the difficulties 
that threatened our continuing to navigate the river, 
the length of time it would require, and the scanty 
provision we had for such a voyage: I then proceed
ed for the foregoing reasons to propo~e a shorter 
ronte, by trying the over-land road to the sea. At 
t be same ti me, as I knt!w fl'om experience, and dif
ficulty of retaining guidt;s, and as many circumst-ances 
might occur to prcvent our pl'Ogress in that direction, 
I declat'ed my resolution not to attempt it, unless they 
would engage, if we could not after ull proceed over 
land, to return with me, anel continue our voyage to 
the discharge of the waters, whatever the distance 
might be. At all events, I declared, in the most so
lemn manner, that 1 would not abandon my design 
ofre~.chillg the sea, if! made the attemptatone, and that 
I did not despair of l'eturning in safcty to my friends. 

This pr9position met with the most zealous return, 
and they unanimously asslired me, that they were as 
wi Iling now as they- had ever been, to abide by my re
!aolutiolls, whatevel' they might be, and to follow me 
whel'ever I should go. I therefore requested them to 
prepare for an immediate departure, and at the same 

. time gave notice to the man who had engaged to be our 
guide, to be in readiness to accompany us. VVh~n 
Olll' determination to retuun up the river was made 
l,nown, several of the natives took a very abrupt de
Ver-ture ; but to those who remained, I gave a few 
useful articles, explaining to them at the same time; 
the advantages that would result to them, if their 
rdations conducted me to the sea, along such a road 
as they had described. I had already given a moose 
~kin to som':! of the women for the plll'po~e of making 
shoes, which were now brought us; they were well 
sewed but ill shaped, and a few Leads, wel'e consider
ed as a sufficient remuneration for the skill employed 
on them. 1\11'. Mackay, by my desire, engravcol. lUll 
name, and the date of the year on a tree. 



North-West Continent of America. 317 

\Vhen we were ready to depart, our guide propos-
6If, fO!' the sake of expedition, to go over land to his 
lodge, that he might get there before us, to make 
some necessary paepartion for his journey. I did not 
altogether relish his design, but was obliged to con· 
sent; I thought it prudent, however, to send M. Mac
kay, and and the two Indians along with him. Our 
place of rendezvous, was the subterraneous house 
which we passed yesterday. 

At ten in the morning we embarked, and went up the 
-current much faster than I expected with such a cra
zy vessel as that which carried us. Wernet our peo
ple at the house as had been appointed:. but the Indi
an still continued to perfer going on by land, and it 
would have been needless for me to oppose him. He 
proceeded, therefore, wilh his former companions, 
whom I de5ired to keep him in good humour by every 
reasonable gratification. They were also furnished' 
with a few articles that might be of use if they should 
meet with strangers~ . 

In a short time after we had left the house, I sawa· 
wooden canoe coming down the river, with three na
t-ives in it, who as soon as they perceived us, made 
{or the shore, and hurr.ied into the woods. On paso. 
sing their vessel, we dIscovered it to be one of those 
which we had seen at the lodges.. A severe gust of 
.ind,. 1\I.ith. rain, came from the- south-south·east .. 
This we found to be a very prevalent wind in these 
parts. We soon passed another wooden canoe drawn: 
stern foremost. on the shore; a circumstance which 
we had not hiUlerto observed. The men worked very 
hard, and though I imagined we went a-head very fast, 
we could not reach the lodges, but. landed for the 
Right at nine, cl(}SI1 to.the encampment of two fami
lies of the natives whom· We had formerly seen at the 
lodges. I immediately went and sat down with them, 
when they gave some roasted fish; two of, my men 
who followed me were gratified also with some of'; 
their provisions. The. youngest of the two natives., 
now quitted the shed, and did not return during the" 
time I ~emained there.. I endeavored.to. explain. to..tth~ 

D.d...z 
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other by signs, the cause of my stidden return, which 
he appeared to understand. In the mean time my
tent was pitched, and on my going to it, I was rather 
surprised that he did not follow me, as he had been 
constantly with me during the day and night I had 
passed with his party on going down. We, however" 
went to rest in a state of perfect security; nor had we 
the least apprehension for the safety of our peopl~ 
who were gone by land. 

lI:Ionday 24,. We were in our canoe by four this 
morning, and passed by the Indian hut, which ap
peared in a state of perfect tranquillity. We soon 
came in sight of the point where we fir~t saw the na
tives, and at eight were much surprised and disap
pointed at seeing Mr. Mackay, and our two Indian~ 
coming alone from the ruins of an house that had 
been partly carried away by tn.e ice and water, at a 
E,hort distance below the place where we had appoint, 
cd to meet. Nor was our surprise and apprehension 
diminished by the alarm which was painted in their: 
(ountenances. When we had landed, they informed 
me that they had taken refuge in that place, with the 
determination to sell their lives, which they comider
ed in the most imminent danger, as dear as possible. 
In a very short time after they had left us, they met 
a party of the Indians, whom we had lmown at thi~ 
l,htce, and were probably tho~e whom we had Seen to 
land from their canoe. They appeared to be in a state 
of extreme rage, and had their bows bent, with their 
arrows aero,s them. The guide stopped to ask them 
some questions, which my people did not understand~ 
;)nd then set off with his utmo~t speed. Mr. Mackay, 
however, did not leave him till they were both exhaust
ed with running. "'hen the young man came up, he 
then said, that some treacherous design was meditated 
against them, as he was induced to believe from the' 
~eclaration of the natives, WllO told him that they were 
going to do mischief, but refused to name the enemy. 
The guide then conducted them through ver)' bad w~)'s,. 
as fast as they could run; and when he was deSired 
lo sluckm his pace, he answere~l that they might fol-



North-West' eontinent'of America. U9 

low him in any manner they pleased; but that he was 
impatient to get to his family, in order to prepare 
shoes, and other necessaries, for his journey. They 
did not, however, think it prudent to quit him, and he 
would not stop till ten at night. On passing a track 
that was but lately made, they began to be seriously 
alarmed, and on inquiring of the guide where they 
were" he pretended not to understand them. They 
then aU laid down, exhausted with fatigue, and with
out any kind of covering: they were cold, wet, and 
hungry, but dared not light a fire, from the the appre
hension of au enemy. This confortless spot they left 
at the dawn of day, and, on their arrival at the lodges, 
found them deserted; the property of the Indians be
ing scattered about, as if abandoned for ever. The 
guide then made two or thl'ee trips into the woods, 
callillg aloud, and bellowing like a madman. AtlengtIt 
he set off in the same direction as they camo, and had 
not since appeared. To heighten their misery, as 
they did not find us at the place appointed, they con
cluded that we were all destroyed, and had already 
formed their plan to take to the woods, and cross in as 
direct a line as they could proceed, to the waters of 
the Peace River, a scheme which could only he sug
gested by despair. They intended to have waited fOl
us till noon, and if we did not appear by that time, to 
have entered without further delay on their desperate 
expedition. 

This alarm among the natives was a very unex
pected as well as perilous event, and my powers of 
conjecture were exhausted in searching for the cause 
of it. A general panic seized all aroun,d me, a~d any 
further prosecution of the voyag'e was now conSidered' 
by them as altogether hopeless and impracticable. 
But without paying the least attention to their op~ni-; 
ons or surmises, I ordered them to take every th1l1g. 
out of the canoe, except six packages: when ~hat 
was done, I left four men to take care of the ladll1g, 
and ret.,urned with the others to our camp of last 
night, where I hoped to find the two men, with their 
families, whom we h~d seen there, and to be ablu to 
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bring tl<!.em to lodge with us, when I should wait the 
issue of this mysterious. business. This project, 
however, was disa.pPQiflted,. for these people had quit:
ted their sheds in the silence of the night, anel had 
not taken a single article of their property with them. 

These perplexing cir.cumstances made a. deep im
pression on my mind, not as to our immediate safety; 
for I entertained not the least apprehension of the In
dians I bad hitherto seeD, even if their Whole forca 
should have been combined to attack us, but thes" 
untoward events seemed to threatelllhe prosecution 
of my journey ; and I could not reflect on the possi
bility of such a disappointment but with seWlatioDS 
JUt.!e short of agony. 'Whatever might halle been 
the wavering disposition of the people on 'former 00. 

(;asions, they were now decided in their opinions as 
to the necessity of returning without delay; and 
'When we came back to them their cry was-" let us 
"re-embark, and be gone," This, however, was 
not my design, and in a more peremptory tone than 
I usually employed, they were ordered to unload the 
canoe, and take her out of the water. On examinillg' 
QUI' property, several articles ap>peared to be missinr, 
which the Indians must have purloined, and among 
them were an axe, two knives, and the young men's 
bag of medicines. We now took a position that wat 
the best calculated fot' defence, got our arms in com
plete order, filled each man's flask of powder, antt 
distributed an hundred bullets, which wel'e all that 
remained, while some were employed in melting, 
down shot to make more. The weather waS50 cIoud1' 
that I had oot an opportunity of taking an obser
v.ation. 

vVhile we were employed in making these prepa-
rations, we saw an Indian in a canoe come down the 
river, and land at the huts, which he b«gan to exa-· 
mine. On perceiving us he stood stili, as if in a. 
state of suspense, when I instantly dispatched one of. 
~y Indi~ns towards. him, but no persuasions could. 
mduce him to have confidence in us; he even thteat-
eped that he would bas~ to join his friends, wh., 
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would come and kill us. At the conclusion of this 
menace he disappeared. On the return of my young 
man, with this account of the interview, I pretended 
to discredit the whole, and attributed it to his olVn ap
prehensions and alarms. This, however, he denied, 
and asked, with a look and tOl~e of resentment, whe
ther he had ever told me a lie? Though he was but a 
young man, he said, he had been on war excursions 
before he came with me, and that he should no longel' 
consider me as a wise man, which he had hithertC9 
done. 

To add to onr distresses we had not an ounce of 
gum for the reparation of the canoe, and not one oi' 
the men had sufficient courage to venture into the 
woods to collect it. In this perplexing situation I en
tertained the hope that in the COUl'se of the night 
some of the nati "es y,ould return, to take away a part 
at least of the things which they had left behind 
them, as they had gone away without the coverini, 
necessary to defend them from the weather and Lhe 
flies. I therefore ordel'ed the canoe to be loaded; 
and dropped to an oLl house, one side of which, with 
it, roof, had been carried away by the water; but 
the three remaining angles were sufficient to shelter 
us from the woods. 1 then ordered two strong pi
quets to be driven into the gl'OUnct, to which the ca
noe was fastened, so that if we were hard pressed we 
had only to step on board and push off. vVe were 
under the necessity of making a smoke to keep oir 
the swarms of flies, which would have otherwise tor
mented us; bnt we did not venture to excite a blaze; 
as it would have been a mark for the arrows of llle 
enemy. Ml'. Mackay and myself, with three men 
kept alternate .. watch, and allowed the Indians to do 
as they fancied. I took the first watch, and the 
others laid down in their clothes by us. I also pla
ced a centinel at a small distance, who was relievecl 
every hour. The weather was cloudy, with ~howers 
of rain. 

Tuesday 25. At one I called up the watch, and laid 
down to a small portion of brokell rest. At five I 
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arose, and as the s~tuation which we left yeit'erda, 
was preferable to that which we then occupieu, I de_ 
termined to return to.it. On our alTival Mr. Macka)t 
informed me that the men had expressed their dissa
tisfaction to him in a very unreserved manner, and had 
in very strong terms declared their resolution to fol
low me no further in my proposed enterprize. I di<l 
not appear, however, to have received such communi.
cations from him, and continued to employ my whole 
thoughts in contriving means to bring about a recon
ciliation with the natives, which alone would enable 
me to procure guides1 without whose assistance it 
would be impossible for me to proceed, when my da.i'. 
ling project would end in disappointment. 

At twelve we saw a man coming with the. stream 
upon a raft, and he must have discovered us before we 
perceived him, as he was workin~ very hard to get t() 
the opposite shore, where he soon landed, and in. 
stantly fled into the woods. I now had a meridiana}
altitude, which gave 60.23. natural horizon (the an
gle being more than the sextant could measure with 
the artifidal horizon) one mile and an half dit>tant ; 
and the eye five feet above the level of the water, gave 
.52. 4-7. 51. north latitude. 

While I was thus employed, the men loaded the 
canoe without having received any orders fl'Om me, 
and as this was the first time tloley had ventured to act 
in su<:.h a decided manner, I naturally concluded, that 
they had preconcerted a plan for their return. I 
thought it prudent, however, to take no notice of this 
transaction, and to wait the iss-ue of future circum
stances. At this moment our Indians perceived a 
p~rson in the edge of the woods above us, and they 
were immediately disp.atched to discover who it was. 
After a shol't abseoce they returned with a young wo
man whom we had seen before: her languag~ was not 
clearly comprehended by us, so that we could not learn 
from hel', at least with any degree of certainty, the 
cause of this unfortunate alarm that had taken l)lac<l 
among the natives. She told us that hel' erranu was, 
to fetch some thing!! which she had left. tellind heJ."; 
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and one of the dogs whom we found li-ere, appeared 
to acknowledge her as his mistress. ,\Ve treated her 
with great kindness, gave her something to eat, and 
added a present of such articles as we thought might 
please her. On her expressing a wish to" leave us, 
we readily consented: to her departure, and indulged 
the hope that her reception would induce the natives 
to,return in peace, and give us an opportunity to co~
vince them, that we had no hostile designs whatever 
against them. On leaving us, she went up the river 
without taking a single al,ticIe of her own, and the 
dog followed. The wind was changeable throughout 
the day, and there were several !:howers in the course 
of it. 

Though a very apparent anxiety prevailed among 
tbe people for their departure, I appeared to be wholly 
inattentive to it, and at eight in the evening I ordered 
four men to step into the canoe, which had been load
ed for several hours, and drop down to our guard
house, and my command was immediately obeyed: 
the rest of us proceeded there by land. vVhen I was 
yet at a considerable distance from the house, and 
thought it impossible for an arrow to reach it, having 
a bow and a quiver in my hand, I very imprudently let 
By an arrow, when, to my astonishment and infinite 
alarm, I heard it strike a log of the house. The men 
who had just landed, imagined that they were attack
ed by an enemy from the woods. Their confusion 
was in proportion to their imaginary danger, and on 
my arrival I found that the arr"ow had passed within 
a foot of one of the men; though it had no point, the 
weapon incredible as it may appear, had entered an 
hard, dry log of wood upwards of an inch. Bot this 
was not all : for the men readily availed themselves 
of this circumstance, to remark upon the danger of 
remaining in the power of a people possessed of ~uch 
Rleans of destruction. Mr. Mackay haying the first 
watch, I laid myself down in my cloak., . 

Wednesday 26. About midnight a rustlmg nOise was 
heard in the woods which created a general alarm, 
and I was awakened to be informed of the circum-
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!tance, but heard nothing. At one I took lny tunl of 
the watch, and our dog continued unceasing to run 
bat:k wards, and forwards along the skirts of the wood 
in a state of restless vigilance. At two in the morning 
the centinel informed me, that he saw something like 
an human figure creeping along on all-fours about 
fifty paces above us. After some time had passed in 
our search, I at length discovered that his informa. 
tion was true, and it appeared to me that a bear had 
occasioned the alarm,; but when day appeared, it 
proved to be an old, grey-haired, blind-man, who had 
been compelled to leave his hiding place by extreme 
hunger, being too infirm to join in the flight of the 
natiycs to whom he belonged. When I put my hand 
on this object of decaying nature, his alarm was so 
great, that I expected it would have thrown him into 
convulsions. I immediately led him to our fire which 
had been just lighted, and gave him something to eat, 
which he much wanted, as he had not tasted food for 
two days. '\Then his hunger was satisfied, and he 
had got warm and composed, I requested him to ac' 
quaint me with the cause of that alarm which had tao 

, ken place respecting us among his relations and 
fl'iends, whose regard we appeared to have conciliated 
but a few days past. He replied, that very soon after 
we had left them, some natives arrin:d from above, 
who informed them that we were enemies; and our 
unexpected return, in direct contradiction to our own 
decial'ations, confirmed them in that opinion. They 
were now, he baid, so scattered, that a considerable 
time would elapse, befilre they could meet again •. 
V'; e gave him the real history of aliI' return, as well 
as of ~he desertion of our g'uide, and, at the same 
time, stated the impossibility of 0\11' proceeding, un
Ie ss we procured an ",tive to conduct us. He replied, 
that if he had not lost his sigh~, he would with the 
gl'eatest readine'is have accompanied liS on our jour
ney. He also con5rmecl the accounts which we had 
received of the (ountrv, and the route to the west
~val'd. I did not negle~t to employ every argument' 
III my power, tlr:.!t he might be persuaded of our 
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friendly dispositions to the inhabitants wherisoever 
we might met:t them. 

At sun-rise we perceived a canoe with one man in 
it on the opposite side of the river, and at our request, 
the blind man called to him to come to us, but he re
turned no answer, and continued his course as fast as 
he could paddle down the current. He was consi
dered as a spy by my men, and I was confirmed in that 
opinion, when I saw a wooden canoe drifting with 
the stream close in to the other shore, where it was 
more than probable that some of the natives might 
be concealed. It might, therefore, have been an 
llseless enterprize, ar perhaps fatal to the future suc
cess of our undertaking, if we had pursued these 
people, as they might, through fear, have employed 
their arms against us, and provoked us to retaliate. 

The old man informed me, that some of the na
tives whom I had seen here were gone up the river, 
and those whom I saw below had left their late sta
tion to gather a root in the plams, which, when dri..; 
ed, forms a considel'able at,ticle in their winter stock 
of provisions. He had a woman, he said, with him, 
who used to see us walking along the small adjoining 
river, but when he called her he receiyed no answer, 
so that she had probably fled to join her people. He 
informed me, also, that he expected a considel'able 
number of his tribe to come on the upper part of the 
river to catch fish fOI' their present support, and to 
cure them for their winter store; among whom he 
had a son and two brothers. 

In consequence of these communications, I deem
ed it altogether unnecessary to lose any more time at 
this place, and I informed the old man that he must 
accompany me for the purpose of introducing us to 
his friends and relations, and that if we met with his 
son or brothers, I depended upon him to persuade 
them, or some of their party, to attend us as guides 
in our meditated. expedition. He expressed his wish
es to be excllsed from this sen'ice, and in other cir
cumstances we should not have insi5ted on it, but, si-
1llated as we were, we could not yield to his reqllest. 

Ee 
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At seven in the morning we left this place, which I 
named Deserter's River, or Creek. Our blind guide 
was, howeyel', so averse-to continuing with us, that I 
was under the very disagreeab-le necessity of ordering' 
the men to carry him into the canoe; and this was 
the first act during my voyage, that had the semblance 
of violent dealing. He continued to speak in a very 
loud tone, while he remained, according to his con
jecture, neal' enough tothe camp to be heard, but in 
II language that our interpreters did not understand. 
On asking him what he said, and why htl did not 
~peak in a language known to tlS, he replied, that 
the woman understood him better in that which he 
spoke, and he requested her, if she heard him, to 
come for him to the carrying-place, where he expect
ed we should leave him. 

At length our canoe was become so leaky, that it 
was absolutely unfit for service; and it was the-unre
mitting employment of one person to keep her clear 
of water: we, therefore, inquired of the old maR 
where we could conveniently obtain the articles ne
cessary to build a new one; and we understood from 
h i1~1, that, at some distance up the river, we should 
tlnd plenty of bark and cedar. 

At ten, being at the foot of a rapid, we saw a small 
canoe coming down with two men in it. 'Ve thought 
it would be impossible for them to escape, and there
fore stl'uck off from the shore with a design to inter
cept them, directing the old man, at the same time, 
to address them; but they no sooner perceived us, 
than they steered into the strength of the current, 
where I thought that they must ,inevitably perish; 
but their attention appeared to be en'grossed by the si
tuation of theil' canoe, aud they escaped withollt 
making us the_least reply_ 

About three in the afternoon we perceived a lodge 
at the enb'ance of a consderable river on the right, as 
well as the tracks of people in the mud at the mouth 
~f a small river on the left. ,As they appeared to be 
iresh, we landed and endeavored to trace them, but 
without success. We then crossed over to the lodge, 
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which was deserted, but all the usual fUl'ni ture of 
such buildings remained untouched. 

Throughout the whole of this day the men had been 
in a state of extreme ill-humor, and as they did not 
choose openly to vent it upon me, they disputed and 
quarrelled among tlH::msel"es. About sun-set the 
canoe struck upon the stump of a tree, which broke a 
large hole in her bottom; a circumstance that gave 
them an opportunity to let 1003e their discontents 
without reserve. I left them as SOOIl as we had land
ed, and ascended an t1evated bank; in a state of mind 
which 1 scarce wish to recollect, and shall not attempt 
to describe. At this place there was a subterraneous 
house, where I determined to pass the night. The 
water had J'isen since we passed down, and it was 
with the utmost exertion that we came up !lever:ll 
points ill the course of the day. 

TllUTsday 27. We embarked at half past fonr, 
with very favorable weather, and at eight we landed, 
where there wa~ an appearance of our being able to 
procure bark; we, howevel', obtained but a small 
quantity. At twelve we Wtnt on shore again, and col
lected ~.S much as was necessary for our purpose. It 
now remained [or' us to fix on a proper place for 
buildirrg another canoe, :l"l it was impossible to pro
ceed with our old one, which was become an absolute 
wreck. A t five in the afternool;l we came to a spot 
well adapted to the bu::;iness in which we were about 
to engage. It was on a small island not much incum
bered with wood, though there was plenty of the 
spl'uce kind 011 the opposite lanel, which was only di
vided from us by a small channel. We now landed, 
but before the canoe was unloaded, and the tent 
pitched, a violent thunder-storm came Oil, accompa
nied with raiu; which did not subside till the night 
had closed in upon us. Two of OUl' men who had 
been in the woods for axe-handles, saw a cIeer, and 
one of them shot at it, but unluckily missed his aim. 
A net was also prepared and set in the eddy at the 
end of the island. 
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CHAPTER IX. 

Make preparations to build a canoe. F:n~a~e in -that important wnrk. It I'rt-.. 
cc.~rls with ~eat expedition. The guide who had de!terted arrives With anmber 
lndian. He communicat~s agreeable intelligence. 'nley take an opportunity 
to quit the Island. Complete the canoe. Leave the island, which was now oam. 
rd the Canoe l'il.md. Obligerl to put the people on ~hort allowance. Account 
vi" the navigation. Difficult ascent of a rapid. Fresh perplexities. Contmu!" 
tlur voyage up the river. Meet the guide and some of his friends. Conceal 
sOlhe pemmican and other articles. Make preparations fur proceeding over 
land. Ende<.1,Vor to secure the Clnoe till our return. Proceed on Our journey_ 
Various circumstances of It. 

:fune, 1793.1. A . 
Frid"y 28.,S T a'very early hour of the mormng everJ 
mal) was employed in making prepal'ations for build
ing another canoe, and different parties went in search 
of wood, watape, and gum. At two in the afternoon 
they all returned successful, except the collectors of 
gum, and of that article it was feared we should not 
obtain here a sufficient supply for our immediate 
wants. After a necessary portion of time allotted for 
refreshment, each began his respective work. I had 
an a.ltitude at noon, which made us in 53. 2. 32. north 
latitude. 

Saturday 29. The weather continued to be fine. 
At five we renewed our labor, and the canoe was got 
in a state of considerable forwardness. The conduc
tor of the work, though a good man, was l'emarkaille 
for the tardiness of his operations, whatever they 
might be, and more disposed to eat than to be active; 
I, therefore, took this opportunity of unfolding my 
:oentiments to him, and thel'eby discovering to, all 
around me the real state of my mind, and the resolu
tion, I had formed for my future conduct. After re
proaching him for his general inactivity, put particu
larly on the present occm.ion, when our time was so 
lwecious, I mentioned the apparent want of economy 
both of himself and his companions, in the article of 
provisions. I informed him that I was not altogethet' 
a stranger to their late conversations, from whence 
I drew the conclusion that they wished to put an end 
to the voyage. If that were so, I expressed my wish 
that they would be explicit, and tell me at once of 
their determination to follow me no longer. I COli.-



North.West Continent of America. 329 

eluded, however, by assuring him, that whatever 
plan they had meditated to pursue, it was my fixed 
and una-Jterable determination to proceed, in spite of 
every difficulty that might oppose, or danger that 
should threaten me. The man was very much mor
tified at my addressing this remonstrance particularly 
to him; and replied, that he did not deserve my dis
pleasure more than the rest of them. My object be
ing answered, the conversation dropped, and the 
work went on. 

About two in the afternoon one of the men perceiv
ed a canoe with two of the natives in it, coming along 
the inside of the island, uut the water being shallow, 
it turned back, and we imagined that on perceiving usc 
they had taken the alarm; but we were agreeably sur
prised on seeing them come up on the outside of the 
island, when we recognised our guide, amt one of the 
natives whom we had already seen. The former be
gun immediately to apologize for his conduct, and as
~ul'ed me that since he had left me, his whole time 
had been employed in searching after his family, who 
had been sei zed wi th the general panic, that had been 
occa<;ioned by the false reports of the people who had 
first fled from v'S. He said it wa~ generally apprehend. 
cd by the natives that we had been unfriendly to their 
relations above, who were expected upon the river in 
great numbers at this time; and that many of the 
Atnah or Chin nation, had come up the river to where 
we had been, in the hope of seeing us, and were very 
much displeased with him and his friends for having 
neglected to give them an early notice of our arrival 
there. He added, that the two men whom we had 
seen yesterday or thCi! day before, were just returned 
frum their rendezvous, with the natives of the sea
coast, and had brought a message from his brother
in-law that he had a new axe for him, and nUL to for
get to bring a moose skill dressed in exchange, which 
he actually; had in his canoe. He exp~cted to meet 
him, he said, at the other end of the carrying-place. 

This was as pleasing intelligence as we nad reason 
to expect, and it is almost smperfluous to observe that 

Ee2 
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we stood in great need of it. I had a meridian alti. 
tude, which gave 53. 3. 7. north latitude. I also took 
time in the fore and afternoon, that gave a mean of 1. 
37.42. Achrometer slow apparent timer which, with 
an observed immersion of Jupiter's first satellite, made 
our longitude 122. 48 west of Greenwich. 

The blind old man gave a very favorable account 
of us to his fl'iends, and they all three were very mer
ry together during the whole of the afternoon. That 
our guide, however, might not escape fJ:!om us dUl'ing 
the night, I determined to watch him. 

Sunday 30. Our strangers conducted themselves 
with great good-humour throughout the day. Ac
corJing to their information we should find their 
friends above and below the carrying-place. They 
me.ntioned, also, that some of them were not of tht:ir 
tribe, but are allied to the people of the sea coastr 
who trade with the white men. I had a meridian al
titude, that gave 53. 3. 17. north latitude. 

July, Nlonrfqy I. Last night I had the first watch" 
when one of my Indians proposed to sit up with mer 
:;I.S he understood, from the old man's conversation,. 
that he intended, in the course of the night, to make
his escape. Accordingly at eleven. I extinguished 
my light, and I;ut quietly in my tent, from whence I 
could observe the motions of the natives. About 
twelve, trough the night was rather dark, I observed 
the old man creeping on his hands and knees towards. 
the water side. We accordingly followed him very
quietly tD the canoe, ".nd he would have gone away 
with it, if he had not been interrupted in his design. 
On upbraiding him for his treacherous conduct, when· 
he had been treated wilh so much kindness by us, 
he denied the intention of which we accused him, 
and declared that his sole object was to assuage his 
thirst. At length, howevet', he acknowledged the· 
truth, and when we brought him to the fire, his 
friends who now awoker on being informed of what 
had passed, reprobated his conduct, and asked him 
how he could expect that the white people would re
turn to this country, if they experienced such un· 
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grateful treatment. The guide said, for his part, he 
was not a woman, and would never run away through 
fear. But notwithstanding this courageous declara
tion, at one I awakened Mr. Mackay, related to him 
what had passed, and requested him not to indulge 
himself in sleep till I should rise. It was seven be
fore I awoke, and on quitting lJlY tent I was surpris
ed at not seeing the guide and his companion, and 
my apprehensions were increased when I observed 
that the canoe was removed from its late situation. 
To my inquiries after them, some of the men very 
composedly answered that they were gone up the ri
ver, and had left the old man behind them. Mr. 
Mackay also told me, that while he was busily em
ployed on the canoe, they hac got to the point before 
he had observed their departure. The interpretel' 
now informed me that at the dawn of day the guide 
had expressed his design, as soon as the sun was up, 
to go and wait for us, where he might find his friends. 
I hoped this might be true : but that my people 
should suffer them to depart without giving me no
tice, was a circumstance that awakened very painful 
reflections in my breast. The weather was clear in 
the forenoon. My observation this day gave 53. 2. 
32. north latitude. 

At five in the afternoon our vessel was completed, 
and ready for service. She pI'oved a stronger and 
better boat than the old one, though had it not been 
for the gum obtained from the latter, it would have 
been a matter of great difficulty to have procured a 
sufficiency of that article to have prevented her from 
leaking. The remainder of the day was employed 
by the people in cleaning and refl'eshing themselves, 
as they had enjoyed no relaxation from their labor 
since we landed on this spot. 

The old man having manifested for Yarious, and, 
probably, very fallaciou5 reaions, a very great aver
sion to accompany us any further, it did not appear 
tbat there Was any necessity to force his inclination. 
We now PUt QUl' arms in. order, which was soon ac-
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complishetl, as they were at all tjmes a general olr 
jed of attention. 

Tue8day 2. It rained throughout the night, but 
at half past three we were ready to embark, when I 
offered to conduct the old man where he had suppos
ed we should meet his friends, but he declined the 
proposition. I therefore directed a few pounds of 
pemmican to be left with him, for his immediate ~up
port, and took leave of him and the place, which I 
named Canoe Island. During our stay there we had 
been most cruelly tormented by flies, particularly the 
sand-fly, which I am disposed to consider as the most 
tormenting insect of its size in nature. I was also 
compelled to' put the people upon short alJoWjlnce, and 
confine them to two meals a-day, a regulation pecu
liarly offensive to a Canadian voyager. One of these 
meals was composed of the dried rows of fish, pound
ed, and boiled in water, thickened with a small quan
tity of flour, and fattened with a bit of gt'ian. These 
articles, being bt'ought to the consistency of an hasty
pudding, produced a substantial and not unpleasant dish. 
The nati v@s are very careful \if the rows of fish, which 
they dry, and preserve in baskets made of bark. Those 
we used were found in the huts of the first people 
who fled from us. During our abode in Canoe Island, 
the water sunk three perpendicular feet. I now gave 
the men a dram each, which could not but be con
sidered, at this time, as a very comfortable treat. 
They were, indeed, in high spirits, when they per
ceived the superior excellence of the new vessel, and 
reflected that it was the work oftheir own hand/!. 

At eleven we arrived at the rapids, and the forc
man, who had not forgotten the fright he sutfered on 
coming down it, proposed that the canoe and lading 
should be carried over the mountain. I threatened 
him with taking the office of foreman on myself, and 
suggested the evident change there was in the appeal'
anc.e of. the water since we passed it, which, up,on ex
amlllatlOn, had sunk four feet and an half. As the 
water did not seem so strong on the west side, I de
termined to cross over, having first put Mr. Mackay, 
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and-our two hunters, on shore, to try the woods for 
game. We accordingly traversed, and got up close 
along the rocks, to a considerable distance, with the 
paddles, when we could proceed no farther without as
sistance from the line; and to draw it across a perpen
dicular rock, for the distance of fifty fathoms, appear
ed to be an insurmountable obstacle. The general 
opinion wall, to return, and carryon the other side; 
I desired, howevet', two of the men to take the line, 
which was seventy fathoms in .length, with a small 
roll of bark, and endeavor to climb up the roc~s, 
from whence they were to descend on the other side 
of tNat which opposed OUl' progress; they wet'e then 
to fasten the end of the line to the roll of bark, which 
the current would bring to us; this being effected, 
they would be able to draw us ul~' This was an en
tel'prize of difficulty and danger, but it was crowned 
with success; though to get to the water's edge ahove, 
the men were obliged to let themselves down with the 
line, run ronnd a tree, from the summit of the rock. 
By a repetition of the same operation, we at length 
cleared the rapid, with the additional trouble of car
rying the canoe, and unloading at two cascade,. '"Ye 
were not more than two hours getting up this difficnlt 
part of the river, including the time employed in re
pairing an hole which had been braken in the canoe, 
by the negligence of the steersman. 

Here we expected to meet with the natives, but there 
was not the least appearance of them, except that tho 
guide, his companion, and two others, had apparent
ly passed. the carrying-place. \Ve saw several fish 
leap out of the water, which appeared to be of the 
salmon kind. The old man, indeed, had informed us 
that this was the season when the large fish begin to 
come up the river. Our hunters returned, but had 
not seen the track of any animal. We now continu
ed our joumey ; the current was not strong, but we 
met with frequent impediments from the fallen ~rees, 
which lay along the banks. \Ve landed at eJght m the 
evening; and suffered indescribable inconveniencei 
from the flies. 
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Wednesday 3. It had rained hard in the night, and 
there was some small rain in the morning. At four 
we entered our canoe, and at ten we came to a small 
river, which answered to the de~cription of that whose 
course the natives said, they follow in their jC'urnies 
towards the sea-coast; we therefore put into it, and 
endeavored to discover if our guide had landed here; 
but there were no traces of him or of any olhers. 
My former perplexities were now renewed. If I pas
sed this river, it was probable that I might miss the 
nati ves; and I had reason to suspect that my men 
would not consent to return thith<:r. As fOl' attempt
ing the woods, without a guide, to introduce us to the 
first inhabitants, such a determination would be little 
short of absolute madness. At length, after much 
painful reflection, I resolved to come at once to a full 
explanation with my people, and I experienced a can· 
siderable relief from this resolution. Accordingly, 
after repeating the promise they had so lately made 
me, on our putting back up the river, I represented 
to them that this appeared to me to be the spot from 
which the natives took theil' departure for the sea 
coast, and added, withal, that I was determined to 
try it; for though our guide had left us, It was possi
ble that, while we were making the necessary prepa
rations, he 0\" SO:11e others might appear, to relieve 
us from our present difficulties. I now found, to my 
great satisfaction, that thev had not come to any fix
ed determination among. th~mselves, as some of them 
immediately a,sented to undertake the woods with 
me. Others, however, suggested that it might be 
~)etter to proceed a few leagues further up the river, 
111 expectation uf finding om guide, or procuring ana
the!', and that after ctll we i~li"'ht return hither. 
This plan I very readily agreed to ~dopt, but before I 
left this place, to which I gave the name ofthe West
Hoad River, I sent some of the men into the woods, in 
diffel'ent directions, and went some distance up the 
ri ver itself, which I found to be navio-able only for 
:;maU canoes. Two of the men found!> a .good beaten 
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Pill).., l'.c,jin;; l..:F :.:tl :ill just behind us, which I 
ilna~vn~u to be the f.(rt:~~t road. 

At four in the <J.lc-L ''.1001l \\'(;: left this place, proceed
ing up the river; and had not been upon the water 
more than three quarters of an hOllr, when we saw two 
canoes coming with the stream. '[\0 ~ooner did the 
people in them perceive us than they landed, and we 
went on shore at the same place with t:,t:m. They 
proved to be our guide, and six of his relations. He 
was covered with a pa:nted beav~r robe, so that we 
scarcely knew him in his fine habiliment, He in
stantly desired us to ackTHlwledge that he had not dis
appointed us, and deciared, at the same time, that it 
was his constant intention to keep his word. I accord
ingly gave him a jacket, a pair of trowsers, and all 
bankerchief, as a reward for his honorable conduct. 
The strangers examined us with the most minute at
tention, and two of them as I WAS now informed, be
longed to the people w110m we first saw, and who fled 
with so much alarm from us • They told me, also, that 
they were so tenified on that occasion, as not to ap
proach their huts for two days; and that when ther 
ventured thither, they found the greater part of theil" 
property destroyed, by the fire running in the ground_ 
According to their account, they wel'e of a di!1'crent 
tribe, though I found no difference in their language 
from that of the Nagailas or Carrier5. They are cal
Jed Nascud Denee. Their lodges wert: at some dis
tance, on a small lake, where they take fish, and if 
our guide had not gone for them there, we should llot 
have seen an human being on the river. They in
formed me that the road by _ their habitatioll is the 
shortest, and they proposed that we should take it. 

Thursday 4. At an early hour this morlling, and at 
the sllgge5tion of our guide, we proceeded to the land
ing-place that leads to the strangers lodges. Our 
grt<at difficulty here wa3 to procure a temporary sepa
ration from our company, in order to hide some arti
cles we coultlnot carry with us, and whkh it would 
have been imprudent to leave in the power of the n~
lives. Accordingly Mr. Mackay, and one of our Indl-
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ans embarked with them, and soon run out of our 
sight. At our first hiding-place we left a bag of pem. 
mican, weighing ninety pounds, two bags of wild 
rice, and a gallon keg of gun powdel". Previous to 
otir putting these articles in the ground, we rolled 
them up in oil cloth, and dressed leather. In the se
conel hiding-place, and guarded with the same rollers, 
we hid two bags of Indian corn, 01" maize, and-a bale 
of different articles of merchandize. When we had 
completed this important object, We prQceeded till half 
past eight, when we landed at the entrance of a small 
rivulet, where our friends were waiting for us. 

Here it was necessary that we should leave our ca
noe, and whatever we could not carryon our backs. In 
the first place, therefore, we prepared a stage, on which 
the canoe was placed bottom upwards, and shaded by 
a covering of small trees and branches, to keep her 
from the SUII. We then built an oblong hollow-square, 
ten feet by five, of green logs, wherein We placed ev(!
ry article it was necessary for us to leave here, and 
covered the whole with large pieces of timber. 

\Vhile we were eagerly employed in this necessary 
business, our guide and his companions were so im
patient to be gone, that we could not persuade the for
mer to wait till we were prepared for our departure, 
and we had some difficulty in persuading another of 
the natives to remain, who had undertr'ck to conduct 
us where the guide had promised to wait our arrival. 

Ar noon we were in a state of prepll ration to enter 
the WGods, an undertaking of which I shall not here 
give any preliminary opinion, but leave those who 
read it to judge for themselves. 

'>Ve. carrie~ o~ OUl" back.s [mr bags and an half of 
pemmican, welglung from eighty-five to ninety pounds, 
~ach ; a case wit~ ~y instruments, a parcel of goods 
for presents, welghmg ninety pounds, and a parcel 
containing ammunition of the same weight. Each of 
t~e Canadians had a burden of about ninety pounds, 
with a g'un, and some ammunition. The Indians had 
abo?t forty:five pounds :weight of pemmican to carry 
beSides their gun, &c. with which they ",ere very much 
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dissatisfied, and if they had dared, would have instant
ly left us. They had hitherto been very much in
dulged, but the mDment was now arrived when .in
dulgence was no longer practicable. My own load, 
and that of Mr, Mackay, consisted of twenty-two 
pounds of pemmican, some rice, a little sugar, &c. 
amounting in the whole to about seventy pounds e~ch, 
besides bur arms and ammunition. I had also the tube 
of my telescope swung across my shoulder, which 
was a troublesome addition to my burthen. It was de
termined that we should content ourselves with two 
meals a-day, which were regulated without difficul
ty, as our provisions did not require the ceremony 
of cooking. 

In this state of equipment we began our journey, 
as I have already mentioned, about twelve at noon, 
the commencement of which was a steep ascent of 
about a mile; it lay along a well-beaten path, but the. 
country through which it led wall rugged and ridgy, 
and full of wood. \Vhen we were in. a state of ex
treme heat, from the toil of our journey, the rain 
came on, and continued till the evening, and even 
when it ceased, the underwood continued its drip
pings upon us. 

About half past six we arrived at an Indian camp 
of three fires, where we found our guide, and on his 
recommendation we determined to remain there for 
the night. The cornputed distance of this day's jour
ney was about twelve geographical miles; the course 
about west. 

At sun-set an elderly man and three other natives 
joined us from the westward. The formel' bore a 
lance that very much resembled a serjeant's halberd. 
He had lately received it, by \vay of bal'ter, from the 
natives of the sea-coast, who procured it from the 
white-men. \lVe should meet, he ~aic1, with many of 
his countrymen, who had just returned from thence. 
According to his report, it did not require more than six: 
days joul'lley, for people who are not heavily laden, to 
reach the country of those with whom they bartered 
their skins for iron, Otc. and from thence it i~ not quite 

F f 
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two day's mat'ch to the sea. They proposed to sen. 
two young men on before us, to notify to the different 
tribes that \\'e were apprmiching, that they might not 
be surprised at our appearahce, and be disposed to 
olrer us a friendly reception. This was a mea~ure 
which I could not but approve, and endeavored by 
l;<)me small presents to prepossess our couriers in'our 
favor. 

These people live but poorly at this 'lIeaMh,alld.J 
could procure no provision from them, but a feW 
;,mall, dried fish as I think} of the carp kind. They 
had sevet'al European articles; and one of them had 
,. strip of HI', which appeared to me to be of the sea 
otter. He obtained it from the natives of the wast, 
and exchanged it with me for some beads allda bl'llsa 
cross. 

\Ve retit'ed to rest in as much security as if we had 
been long habituated to a confidence in Oul' present as
sociates: indeed we had no alternative; for so great 
were the fatigues of the day in oUl'mode of travelling, 
that we were in great need of rest at night. 

Friday 5. Vie had no sooner laid ourselves down 
to rest last night, than the natives began to sing, in 1\ 

manner very different from what I had been accus
tomed to hear among savages. It was not accompa
nied either with dancing, drum, or rattle; but con
bisted of soft, plaintive tones, and a modulation that 
was rather agreeable; it had somewhat the airof 
church music. As the natives had requested me notto 
quit them at a very early hour in the morning, it was 
five before I desired that the young mt:n, who were to 
proceed with us, should depart, when they prepared 
tD set ofr: but, on calling to our guide to conduct us, 
he said, that he did not intend to accompany us any 
further, as the young men would answer our purpose 
as well as himself. I knew it would be in vain to re
monstrate with him, and therefore submitted to his 
caprice without a reply. However, I thought proper 
to inform him, that one of my people had lost his dag, 
or poignard, and requested his assistance in the re
Covery of it. He asked me what I would give bim tft 
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conjure it back again; and a knife was agreed to be 
the price of his necromantic exertiom. Accordin~ly, 
all the daf{s and knives ill the place were gathered to
gether, and the natives formed a circle round them; 
the conjme\' also remained in the middle. vVhen thia 
part of the ceremony Was arranged, he began to sing, 
the rest joining in the chorus; and after some time 
hI! produced the poignard which was fltuck in the 
ground, and retul'l1ed it to me,. 

At seven we wcre ready to depart: when I was 
~l1rprised to hear om' late guide propose, without any 
-iIolicitation on our part, to re~;ume his office; and h4i: 
actually conducted us as far as a small lake, where we 
fpund an encampment of three families. The young 
men who had undertaken to conduct us were not well 
understood by my intel'preters, who continued to be so 
qi&pleased with thtir jO~lrney, that they performed 
this part of thtir duty with great I:eluctance. I en~ 
deavored to persuade an elderly man of this encamp
ijlent to accomp<tny us to the next tribe, but no in
dllcement of mille could prevail on him to comply 
with my wishes. I was, therefore, obliged to content 
mysdf with the g~ides I had already engaged, for 
wh0m we were obliged to. wait some time, till they 
l)ad provided shoes for thei l' journey. I exchanged 
two halfpence hel'c, one of his present Majesty, and 
the other of the slate of l\Iassachusett's Bay, coined 
in 1787. They hung aSOl'nameflts in children's ears. 

My situation here was rendered rather unpleasant 
by the treatment which my hunters received [!'Om 
these people. The former, it appeared, were consi. 
dered as belonging to a tribe who inhabit the moun
tains, and are the natul'al enemies of the latter. \Ve 
had also been told by one of the natives, of a very 
stern aspect, that he had been stabbed by a relation 
of tl,eirs, and pointed to a seal' as a proof of it. I 
was, therefore, very glad to proceed on my j{lUrney. 

Our guides conducted us along the lake througll 
thick w0Qcls, and withDut any path, for about a mile 
and an half, when we lost sight of it. This piece of 
water is about thrFe miles long and one bl'Oi/,cl. We 
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then crossed a creek and entered upon a beaten 
track, through an open country, sprinkled with cy
press trees. At twelve the sky became black, and 
a1l Leavy gust with rain shortly followed, which con
ti'lUte! for upwards of an hour. \Vhen we perceived 
tbe app:'oaching storm, ,,'e fi:~ed ou!' thin, light oil
cloth to SCl',~[n uo fl'om it. On renewing; OUI' mal'ch, 
;,s th ~ bushes were yery wet, I desi I'ed' our guides, 
they h2,ving no b:ll'den5. to w.t!k in front, and beJt 
the<il as they WC'llt : this task they chose to decline, 
and accordingly I undertook it. OUI' l'()ad now lay 
ah,,··' a :.l'~LO, and acl'OSS a creek that ran into it. The! 
t"'; l'~; idol'med me, that this part of the countl')' 
"i:'Junds in heave I': many trap, were seen along the 
road \'.'11icl1 hall been set for lynxLOs and mJrtens. 
"',bOllt a CjuarLCI' or a mile from the place where we 
Lad been :;[opped by the I'ain, the gl'ound was covered 
with h"ii, and as we advanced, the hail-stones in
c.rea ,ed in size, some of them being as big; as musket-' 
balls, In lhis manncI' Wil!; the g;mund whitened for 
U[)Ii,"',c'd, of two mil'es. At five in the afternoon we 
<uTi red at the bank·; of another lake, whel} it again 
threatened rain; and we had already been sufficiently 
wetted in the course of the day, to look with compla
cency to ,vare\-; a l'epctition of it: we accol'dingly fix
ed our shed, the I'ain continuing with great violence 
through the remaindel' of the day: it was, thcl'efore, 
determined, that we should stop hel'e fOI' the night. 

In the course of the (by we passed tbl'ee winter 
hul~; they consisted of low walls, with a ridge-pole, 
cOI'el'ed with the branches of the Canadian babam
tree. One of my men had a "iolent pain in his knee, 
and I asked the guides to take a shat'e of his burden, 
as they jud notbil1g to catTy but theil' beaver robes, 
and llOWS and arrows, but they could not be made to 
understand a word of my request. 

S,1-turday 6. At four this morning I arose [l'om my 
b"cl, such !ts it was. As we must have been in a most 
unfoi'tunate predicament, if Ou!' guides should have 
deserted liS in the night, by way of seclll'it)', I pro
posed to the youngest of them to sleep with me, and 
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he readily consented. These people have no covering 
but their beaver garments, and that of my compa
nion wa~ a nest of vermin. I, however, spread it 
under us, and having laid down upon it, we covered 
ourselves with my camblet cloak. Mr companion's 
hail' being greased wilh fish-oil, and his body smeared 
with red eal,th, my sense of smelling, as well as that 
ef feeling', threatened to intCl'l'llpt my rest; but these 
inconveniences yielded to my fatigue, and. I pa>sed. a 
night of sound repose. 

I took the lead in our march, as I had done yesterday, 
in order to clear the \wanches of the wet which con
tinued to hang upon them. vVe proceeded with all 
possible expedition thl'ough a level country with but. 
little underwood; the larger trees were of the fil' 
kind. At half past eight we fell upon the road, which 
we first intended to have taken from the Great River, 
and must be shorter than that which we had travel
led. The vVest-road river was also in sight, wind
ing through a valley. \Ve had not met with an y wa
ter since oUt' encampment of last night, and though 
we were afflicted with violent thirst, the river was at 
such a distance from us, and the descent to it so 
lon~ and steep, that we were compelled to be satis
fied with casting our longing looks towards it. There 
appeared to be more water in the river here, than at 
its discharge. The Indian account, that it is naviga
ble fOI' theil' canoes, is, I believe, perfectly correct. 

Our guides now told us, that as the road was very 
good and well traced, they would proc<.:ed to inform 
the next tribe th.at we were coming. This informa
tion was of a very unpleasant nature; as it would 
have been easy for them to turn off the road at an 
hundred yards from us, and when we had passed 
them, to return home. I proposed that one of them 
should l'cmain with us, while two of my people should 
leave their loads behind and accompany the other to 
the lodges. Rut they woulrJ not stay to hear our per-
8uasions, and were soon out of sight. 

I now desired the Cancre to leave his burden, take 
a small quantity of pl'Ovi3ion, with his arms and blan

Ff~ 
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ket, and follow me. I also told my men to come on 
as fast as they could, and that I would wait for them 
as soon as I had formed an acquaintance with the na
tives of the country before liS. We accordingly fol
lowed our guides with all the expedition in our pow
er, but did not overtake them till we came to a fami
ly of natives, consisting of one man, two women, 
and six children, with whom we found them. These 
people betrayed no signs of fear at our appearance, 
and the man willingly conversed with my interpleter, 
to whom he made himself more intelligible, than our 
guides had been able to do. They, however, had 
informed him of the object of our journey. He 
pointed out to us one of his wives, who was a native 
of the sea-coast, which was not a very great distance 
from us. This woman was more inclined to corpu
lency than any we had yet seen, was of low stature, 
with an oblong face, grey eyes, and a Rattish nose. 
She was decorated with ornaments of various kinds, 
such as large blue beads, either pendant from her 
ears, encil'cling her neck, or braided in her hair; 
she also wore bracelets of brass, copper and horn. 
lIer garments consisted of a kind of tunic, which 
W.lS covered with a robe of matted bark, fringes 
round the bottom with skin of the sea otter. None of 
the women whom I had seen sinee we cro"sed the 
:mountaill wore this kind of tunic; their blankets be
ing merely girt round the waist. She had learned 
the language of her husband's tribe, and confirmed 
this account, that we were at no great distance from 
the sea. They were on their way, she said, to the 
great river to ash. Age seemed to be an object of 
great veneration among these peop.1e, forthey carried all 
old woman by tUI'l1S Oil their backs, who was quite blin~ 
and infirm, from the very advanced period of her life. 

Our people having joined us and rested themselves, 
""( requested our guid(;s to proceed, when the elder of 
them told me that he should not go any further, but 
th.lt these people would send a boy to accompany his 
brother, and I began to think myself rather fortu-
11 "'te: that we were not deserted by them all. 
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About noon we . parted, and in two hours we came 
up with two men and their families: when we first 
saw them they were sitting down, as if to rest them
selves; but no sooner did they perceive us than they 
rose up and seized their arms. The boys who were 
behind us immediately ran forwards and spoke to 
them, when they laid by their arms, and received us 
as friends. They had been eating green berries and 
dried fish. We had, indeed, scarcely joined them, 
when a woman and a boy came from the river with 
water, which they very hospitably gave us to drink. 
The people of this party had a very sickly appear
ance, which might have been the consequence of dis
ease, or that indolence which is so natural to them, 
or of both. One of the women had a tattooed line 
along the chin, of the same length as hel' mouth. 

The lads noV'/' infol'med me that they would go no 
further, but that these men would take their places; 
and they parted from their families with as little appa
rent concern, as if they were entil'e stran~ers to 
each other. One of them was very well understood 
by my interpreter, and had resided among" the na
tives of the sea-coa:;t, whom he had left but a short 
time. According to his information, we were ap
proaching a river, which was neither large nOI' long, 
but whose banks are inhabited; and that in the bay 
which...the sea f!Mms at the mouth of it, a great wood
en ca:nQe, with white people~ arrives about the time 
when the leaves begin to grow: I presume in the 
early part of May. 

After we parted with the last people, we came to 
an uneven, hilly, and swampy country, through 
which our way was impeded by a considerable num
ber of fallen trees. At five in the afternoon we were 
overtaken by a heavy shower of rain and hail, and 
being at the same time very much fatigued, we en
camped fOI' the night near a small creek. Our course, 
till we came to the river, was about south-west ten 
miles, and then west twelve or fonrteen miles. I 
thought it prudent by way of security, to s~bmit to 
the same il)COl1veniences Ihave already descl'lbed, anel 
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shared t!l<: heaver robe of one of my guides du ring the 
night. 

'Sunday 7. I was so busily employed in coneeting 
intelli"ence from all!' conductors, that I last night tor
got to"'wind up my time-piece~ and it ,:,as the only ill
stance of such an act of negligence slI1ce I lert Fort 
Chcpewyan, on the 11th of last October. At five we 
quitted our station, and proceeclecl acro,s5 t,,:,o moun
tains, covered with spruce, popla\', whIte bIrch, and 
other tl'ees. \lVe then descended into a level country, 
where we found a good road, throuRh woods of cy
press. \V c then came to two small lakes, at the dis
tance of about fourteen miles. Conrsc about west. 
Through them the rivc\' pascoes, anel our road kt:pt in 
a parallel line with it on a range of elevated ground. 
On observing some people befure us, our guides has
tened to meet them, and on their approach, one of 
them stepped fOl'ward with an axe in his hand. This 
pal'ty consisted only of a man, two women, and the 
I:;ume number of children. The eldest of the women, 
who probably was the man's mother, was engaged, 
when we joined them, in cleal'ing a cil'cubr spot, of 
about five feet in diameter, 01 the weed:, that infested 
it; nor did our al'rival interrupt her emplo~'ment, 
which was saCl'eel to the memory of the dead. The 
spot to which her pious care was devoted, contained 
the grave of an husband, and a son, and whenever 
she passed this way, she always stopped to pay this. 
tribute of affection. 

As soon as we had taken OUl' morning allowance, 
we set forwards, and about three we perceived W(1re 

people befol'e U~. After some aLl\'m we came up' 
with them. They consisted of seven men, as many 
'\Vomen, and several children. Here I was under the 
necessity of procuring another guide, and we conti
nued our route all the so.me side of the river, till silt 
in the evening, wheH we crossed it. It was knee 
deep, and about an hundred yards over. I wished 
now to stop for the night, as we wel'e all of us very 
much fatigued, but our gUIde recommended us to 
proceed onwards to a family of his friends, at a imall 
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distance f!'om thence, where we arrived at half past 
seven. He had gone forward, and procured us a 
welcome and quiet reception. There being a net 
hanging to dry, I requested the man to prepare and 
set it in the water, which he did with great expedition, 
and then presented me with a few sluall, dried fi5h. 
Our course was south-west about tweh-e miles, part of 
which was an extensive swamp, that was seldom less 
than knee deep. In the course of the aftel'l1oon we 
had sevcI'a\ showers of rain. I had attempted to take' 
an altitude, but it was past meridian. The water of 
the river before the lodge \Vas quite still, and espanc1-
ed itself into the form of a small lake. In many other 
places, indeed, it had assumed the same form. 

lIiollday 8. It rained throughout the night, and it 
was seven in the morning before tbe weather woule\ 
allow us to proceed. The guide brought me five 
small, boiled fish, in a platter made of bark; 50me of 
them were of the c'lrp kind, and the rest of a species 
for which I am not qualified to fUl'l1ish a name. Hav
ing dried our clothes, we set oFf on our march about 
eight, and ou\' guide very cheerfully continued to ac
company us; but he wa, not altogether so intelEgible 
as his predecessors in OUI' service, \Ve learnedl'rom 
him, howevel', that this lake through which the river 
passes, extends to the foot of the mountain, and that 
he expected to meet nine men, of a tribe which in
habits the north side of the rivel'. 

In this part of our journey, we were surprized with 
the appearance of several reg;ulal' basons, some 'of 
them furnished with water, and the others empty; 
their slope from the edge to the bottom formed an an
gle of aboul forty-five degrees, and theil' perpendicu
lar depth was about twelve feet. Those that contain
ed watel', discovered gravel neal' theil' edges, while 
the empty ones were covered with grass and heri)s, 
among which we discovered mustard and mint. There 
were also severa~places from whence the water appears 
to have retired, which are covered with the same ~oil 
and herbage. 

We now proceeded along a very uneveR country, 
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the upper pal'ts of which were covered with P?P:< 
lal's, a little undel'-wood, and plenty of grass: the In

tervening vallies were watered with rivukts. From 
these circumstances, and the general appearance of 
vegetation, I could not account for the apparent au
sence of animals of every kind. 

A t two in tht: afternoon we arrived at the largest 
river we had seen, since we left our canoe, and which 
forced its way between and over the huge stones that 
opposed its current. Our course was about south_. 
south-west sixteen miles along the river, which might 
here justify the title of a lake. The road was good, 
and OUI' next course which was wc:;t by south, brought 
us onward ten miles, where we encamped, fatigufll 
and wet, it having rained three part~ of the day. This 
ri vel' abounds with fish, and must fall into the greater 
rivel' further down than we had extended oq.!' voy.
age. 

Tue8day 9. A heavy and continued rain fell through .. 
great part of the night, and as we were in some mea .. 
sure exposed to it, time was requil'ed to dry our 
clothes; so that it wa~ half past seven in the morn
ing before we were ready to set out. As we foun(~ 
the country su destitute of game, and foreseeing the 
qifficlilty of procuring provi~ions for our return, I 
thought it prudent to cC\nceal half a bag of pemmi
can; having sent ofr the Indians, and all my people 
except two, we burried it under the nre place, as we 
had done un a former occasion. 'I'Ve soon. overtook 
OUI' party, and continued our route along. the river 01' 

tlke. Abollt twelve I had an altitude, but it \Val; in
accurate from the cloudiness of the weather. \Ve 
continued our progress till five in the afternoon, when 
the water began to narrow, and in about half an houl' 
we came to a ferry, where We found a small raft. At 
this time it began to thundel', and torrents of rain 
soon followed, wbich term.inated our iourney for the 
duy. Our course was allQut south, t\~enty.one miles 
from the lake already mentioned. \Ve {low disCQ
n:red tops of the mountains, covered wl'th ~w:, ov~r 
Yt:ry hi~h intermediate land. We kilkd a whitehllad 
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;anda grey eagle, ':ma~hree grey partridges; we saw 
'also tWo otters in the river, -::md several beavel' lodges 
'It\ong it. When 'the rain ceased, we ca?:ght a few 
"Smail 'fish, 3ndrepaired the raft for the service of the 
'ensuing day. 

'Wednesday 10. At an early hour of this mOTning 
~e prepared to cross the water. 1'he traverse is about 
thirty yards, and it required five trips to get us all 

f()ver. At a short distance below, a small river falls 
in, that comes from the direction in which we wel'e 
~proceeding. It is a rapid for about thl'e'ehundred 
Yllrds, when it expands into a lake, along which oUr 
,road conducted us, and beneath a ran~e of beautiful 
'hills, covered with verdure. At half past eight We 
'came to the termination of the lake, where there Were 
'two houses that occupied a most delightful situation, 
"and as they contained their necessary furniture, it 
seemed probable that their owners intended sholtly to 

-return. Near them were several gra\'es or tombs, to 
'which the natives are particularly attentive, and ne
'Ver'suffel' any herbage to grow upon them. In about 
:half an hour we reached a place where there were 
two tempora-ry huts, that contained thirteen men, with 
'Whom we found our guide who had preceded us in 
order to secure a good Teception. The building'&" ere 
'detach'ed from each other, and conveniently i laced 
'for fishing in the lake. Their inhabitants called them
"selves Sloua-cms-Dinals, which denomination, a~ far 
as my interpreter could explain it to me, I understood 
to mean Red-fish Men. They were much more 
cleanly, healthy, and agreeable in their appearance, 
than any of the natives whom we had passed; never
theless, I have no dou~t that they are the same p(;Qple, 
from their name alone, which is of the Chtpewyan 
language. My interpreters, however, understood ve
ry little of what they said, so tJ'.at I did not expe~t 
much information from them. Some of them saId It 
Was a journey of four days to the sea, and others were 
of opinion that it Was six' and there were among 
them that extended it to ei~ht; but they all uniform
ly declared they had been to the coast. They did not 
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entertain tJlesmallest apprehension of danger from 
ljSJ and, when .we discharged our pieces, expressed. 
ilO sensation but. that of astonishment, which, as may 
be supposed, we proportionably increased when one 
of the hunters shot an eagle, at a considerable dis
tance. At twelYe l' obtained an altitude, which made 
our Jatitude 53. 4.32. north, being not so far south as 
I ,expected. 

I now went, accompanied by one of my men, an 
interpreter, and the guide, to visit some huts at the 
distance of a mile. , On our arrival the inhabitants 
presented us with a dish of boiled trout, of . a smllll 
kind. The fish would have been excellent if it had 
not ta::.ted of the kettle, which was made oJ the bark 
of the white spruce, and of the dried grass with 
which it was boiled. Besides this kind of trout, red 
and white carp and jub, are the only fish I saw as the 
produce of these waters. 

These people appeared to live in a state of compa
rative comfort: they take a greater sh~re in the la
bor of the women, than is common among the savage 
tribes, and are, as I was informed, content with one 
wife. Though this circumstance may proceed rather 
from the difficulty of procuring subsistence, than any 
habitual aversioI). to polygamy. -

My present guide now informed me, that he could 
not proceed any. further, al'!d 1 accordingly engag
ed two of these people to succeed him in that of· 
fice ; but when they desired us to proceed on the 
beaten path without them, as they could not set off till 
the following day, I determined to stay that night, in 
o~'der to accommo~.ate my self to their convenience. I 
distributed some trifles among the wives and children 
of the men who were to bt our future guides, and reo 
turned to my people. We came back by a different 
way, and passed by two buildinQ"", trected between 
fou,r t"rees, and about fifteen feet from the ground, 
whlcl~ appeared to me to be intended as magazines 
for wmter provisions. At four in the afternoon, we 
proceeded with considerable expedition, by the side 
of the lake, till six, , ... hen we c,,-me to the end of it. 
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we then .struck off through a much less beaten track, 
lind at be\lf past seven stopped for the night. Our 
4:~mrs~ was about We$t-south-west thirteen miles, an~ 
west six miles. 

1'1lUl'sday I 1. I passed a most uncomfortable night; 
the tirst part of it I was tOl'lnented with flies, and in 
.the latter deluged with rain. In the moming the wea
ther cleared, and as soon as our clothes were dried, 
"we proceeded through a morass. This part of the 
.country had been laid waste by fire, and the fallen 
,tree5 added to the pain and perplexity of our way. An 
high, rocky ridge stretched along our left. Though 
the rain returned, we continued our progress till nOOD, 
when our guides took to some trees for shelter. 'v'e 
-then spread our oil-cloth, and, with some difficulty, 
made a fire. About two the rain ceased, when we 
continued our journey through the same kind of 
country which we had hitherto passed. At half past 
three We came in sight of a lake; the land at the same 
ti·me gradually rising to a range of mQuntains whose 
tops were cpvered with snow. We soon after ouserved 
two fresh tracks, which seemed to surprise our guides, 
but they s~pposed them to have he en made by the 
inhabitants of the country, who were come into this part 
,of it to fish. At five in the afternoon we were so wet and 
.cold (for it had at intervals continued to rain) that we 
were compelled to stop for the night. We passed seven 
rivulets and a creek in this day's journey. As I had 
hitherto regulated our course by the sun, I could not 
.form an accurate judgment of this route, as we had 
~ot been favored with a sight of it during the ?ay; 
bllt I imagine it to have been nearly in the same (hrec
>lion as that of y,esterclay. Our distance could not have 
been less than fifteen miles. 

Our condur..tors now began to complai~l ofourm?de 
of travelling, and mentioned their intentwn o~ leav!ng 
us; and my intel'preters, who were equally dlssatIsfi
.ed, added to our perplexity by their conduc~. Be
sides, these circumstances, and the apprehensIOn that 
the distance f,'om the sea nlight begreater th~ll I had 
~magitled, it became a matter of real necessity that 

Gg 
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we should begin to diminish the consumption of our 
provisions, and to subsist upon two-thirds of our al
lowance ; a proposition which was as unwelcome to 
my people, as it was necessary to be put into imme
diate practice. 

Friday 12. At half past five this morning we pro
ceeded on our journey, with cloudy weather, and when 
we came to the end of the lake, several tracks were 
visible that led to the side of the water; from which 
circumstance I concluded, that some of the natives 
were fishing along the banks of it. This lake is not 
more than three miles long, and about one broad. 
We then passed four smaller lakes, the two first being 
on our right, and those which preceded on our left. 
A small river also flowed across Ou!" way from the 
right, and vie passed it over a beaver-dam. A larger lake 
now appeared on our right, and the mountains on each 
side of us were covered with snow. vVe afternards 
came to another lake on our right, and soon reached a 
river, which our guides informed us was the same 
that we had passed on a raft. They said it was navi
gable for canoes from the great river, except two ra
pids, one of which we had seen. At this. place it is 
upwards of twenty yards across, and deep water. One 
of the guides swam over to fetch a raft which was on 
the opposite side; and having increased its dimenlli
ons, we crossed at two trips, except four of the men, 
who preferred swimming. 

Here our conductors renewed their menace of leav
ing us, and I was obliged to give them several articles, 
and promise more, in order to induce tllem to conti
nue till we could procure other natives to succeed 
them. At four in the afternoon we forded the same 
l'iver, and being with the guides at some distance be
fore the rest of the people, I sat down to wait for them, 
and n0 sooner did they arrive, than the former set off 
with so much speed, that my attempt to follow them 
proved unsuccessful. One of my Indians, however, 
who had no load, overtook them, when they excused 
themselves to him by declaring, that their sole motive 
for leaving us was, to prevent the people, whom they 
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expected to find, from shooting their arrows at us. At 
seven o'cloc!;:, howevel', we were so fatigued, that we 
encamped without them: the mountains covered with 
snow, now appeared to be directly before mi. As we 
were ~ollecting wood for our fire, we discovered a 
cros~ road, where it appeared that people had passed 
within seven or eight days. In short, our situation 
was such as to afford a just cause of alarm, and that 
of the people with me was of a nature to defy imme
diate alleviation. It was necessary, however, for me 
to attempt it; and I rested my principles of encou
ragement on a representation of our past perplexities 
aJld unexpected relief, and endea.vored to excite in 
them the hope of similar good fortune. I stated to 
them, that we could not be at a great distance from 
the sea, and that there were but few natives to pass, 
till we should arrive among those, who, being accus
tomed to visit the sea coast, and, hal'ing seen white 
people, would be disposed to treat us with kindness. 
Such was the general tenor of the reasoning I employ
ed on the occasion, and I was happy to find that it 
was not offered in vain. 

The weather had been cloudy till three in the after
noon, when the 5un appeared; but· surrounded, as we 
were, with snow-clad mountains, the air became so 
cold, that the violence of our exercise was not sufficient 
to produce a comfortable degree of warmth. Our 
course to-day was from west to south, and at least 
thirty-six miles. The land in general, was very barren 
and stony, and lay in ridges, with cypress-trees scatter
ed over them. We passed several swamps, where we 
saw nothing to console us but a few tracks of deer. 

Saturday 13. The weather this morning was clear, 
but cold, and our scanty covering was not sufficient 
to protect us from the severity of the night. About 
five, after we had warmed ourselves at a large fire, 
we proceeded on our dubious journey. In about an 
hour we came to the edge of a wood, when we per
ceived an house, situated on a green spot, and by the 
side of a small river. The smoke that issued from 
it informed us that it wall inhabited. I immediately 



pushed forward toward this mansion, while my pcopfe 
were in such a state of alarm that they followed me 
with the utmost reluctance. 011 looking back} per
ceived that we were in an Indian defile, of fifty yards 
in length. I, however, was close upon the hou~e be
fore the inhabitants perceived us, when the 'YOnlell 

and children uttered the most horrid shrieks, and the 
only man who appeared to be with them, escaped out 
of a back door, which I reached in time to prevent the 
women and children [1"0111 following him. The mal'l' 
fled with all his speed into the wood, and I called in 
vain to my interpreters to speak to him, but they were 
~o agitated with fear as to have lost the power of ut. 
terance. It is impossible to describe the distress and 
alarm of these poor people, who believing that they 
were attacked by enemies, expectt:d an immediate 
massacre, which, among themsel Yes, never fails to 
follow 5uch an event. 

, Our prisoners consisted of three women, and seven 
children, which, apparently compcsed tr.ree families. 
At length, however, by our demeanor, and our pre
sents, we contrived to di,sip."te their apprehension&. 
One of the women then informed llS, that their peo
ple, with seyeral others, had left thr,t place three night~ 
before, on a trr.cling journey to a tribe Whom she cal
led Annah, which is the name the Chepewyans give 
to the Knisteneaux, at the distance (;' thlee days. ~he 
added also, that from the mountains before us, which 
were covered with snow, the sea was visible; and ac· 
companied her information with a present of a couple 
or drietl fish. "Ve now expressetl our tlesire that the 
lnan might be induced to return, and conduct us in 
tlte road to the sea. Indeed, it was not long be
fore he di6coverec1 himself in the wood, when he was 
nssl!rcd, both by the women and our interpreters, that 
\1 ~ had no hostile design against him; but these as
surances had no effect ill quitting hi~ apprehensions. 
I then attempted to go to him alone, ancl showed him 
a knife, becu\s, C{.c. to induce him to come to me, but 
ht, ill return, made an hostile display of his bow and 
i/.1TOWS; and, having for a time exhibited a variety of 
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tltrange antics, again disappeared. However, he soon 
presented himself in another quarter, and after a suc
cession of parleys between us, he engaged to come 
and accompany us. 

\Vhile these negociations were proceeding, I pro
.posed to visit the fishing machines, to which the wo
men readily consented, and I found in them twenty 
lim all fish, such as trout, carp, and jub, for which I 
gave her a large knife; a present that appeared to be 
equally unexpected and gratifying to her. Another 
man now came towards us, from an hill, talking aloud 
from the time he appeared till he reached us. The 
purport of his speech was, that he threw himself upon 
our mercy, and we might kill him if it was our plea
sure, but that from what he had heard, he looked ra
,ther for our friendship than our enmity. He was an 
elderly person, of a decent appearance, and I gave 
him some articles to conciliate him to us. The first 
man now followed with a lad along with him, both of 
whom were the sons of the old man, and, on his ar
rival, he gave me several half-dried fish, which I con
sidered as a peace· offering. After some conversation 
with these people, respecting the country, and our 
future progress through it, we retired to res~ with 
sensations very different from those with WhICh we 
had risen in the morning. The weather had beeq ge
nerally cloudy throughout the day, and when the' sun 
was obscured, extremely cold for the season. At poon 
I obtained a meridian altitude, which gave 52. 58. 
53. north latitude. I liltewise took time in the after
noon • 

.sunday 14. This morning we had a bright sun, 
with an east wind. These peope examined their fishing 
maehines, when they found in them a great number 
of small fish, and we dressed as many of them as we 
could eat. Thus was our departure I'etanled until se
ven, when we proceeded on our j,ourney, accompanied 
by the man and his two sons. As I did not want. the 
younger, and shoulcl be obliged to feed him, I request
ed of his father to leave hin1, for the pUl'pose of fish
ing for the women. H(;; replied, that they were ac.~ 

Gg2 
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customed to fish fat thetnselves, ltnd thltt I neerd not 
be apprehensive Qf their ellcroaching upon my provi
sions, as they were used to sustain themselves in 
their journies on herbs, and th.:: inner tegument oftbe 
bark of trees, for the stripping of which he had a thin 
piece of bone, then hanging by his side. The latter 
is of a glutinous quality, of a clammy, sweet taste, 
and is generally considered by the more interior In
dians as a delicacy, rather than an article of com
mon food. Our guide informed me that tbere "is a 
short €ut across the mountains, but as there was no 
trace of a road, and it would shorten our journey but 
one day, he should prefer the beaten way. 

\Ve accordingly proceeded along a lake, west five 
miles. We then crossed a small river, and passed 
'through a swamp, about south-west, \Yhen we began 
gradually to ascend for some time til1 we gained the 
summit of an hill, where we had an extensive view to 
the south-east, from which direction a considerable 
river appeared to flow, at the distance .of about three 
miles: it was represented to me as being navigable 
for canoes. The descent of this hill was more steep 
than its ascent, and was succeeded by another, whose 
top, though not so elevated as the last, afforded a view 
of the range of mountains, covered with show, which, 
according to the intelligence of our guide, terminates 
in the ocean. We now left a small laka on our left, 
then crossed a creek running out of -it, and at one in 
the afternoon came to an house, of the same construc
tion and dimensions as have already been mentioned, 
but the materials were much better p",epared and 
finished. The timber was squared on hvo sides, and 
the bark taken off the two others; the ridge pole was 
also shaped in the same mannel', extending about 
eight 01' ten feet beyond the gable end, and support
ing a shed over the door: the end of it was carved 
into the similitude of a snake's head. Several hiero
glyphics and figul'es of a similar workmanship, and 
painted with red earth, decorated the interior of the 
building. The inhabitants had left the house but a, 
~10rt time, .and there were several bags or bundles in.. 
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it, which I did not suffer to be distmbed. Near it 
'Were two tombs, surrounded in a neat manner with 
boards, and covered with bark. Beside them several 
pOles had been erected, one of which was squared," 
and all of them painted. From each of them were 
suspended several rolls or parcels of bark, and 
our guide gave. the following- account of them; 
'lVhich, as far as we could judge from our imperfect 

.knowledge of the language~ and the incidental errors 
of interpretation, appeared to involve two different 
modes of treating their dead; or it might be one and 
the same ceremony, which we did not distinctly com
prehend: at all c'ren-ts, it i-s the practice of these peo-
pie to burn the bodies of theil' dead, except the larger 
bones, which are rolled up in hark and suspended 
froin poles, as 1 have already described. According 
to the other account, it appeared that they actually 
-huty their dead; and when another of the family dies, 
the remains of the person who was last interl'ed are ta
ken fl'om the grave and burned, as has been already 
mentitme'd; so that the members of a family are thus 
5l\Ccessivcly buried and burned, to make room for each 
other; and one tomb proves sufficient for a family 
through sllcceeding generations. There is flO house 
in this country without a tomb in its vicinity- Our 
last course extend@d about ten miles. 

\Ve continued our journey along the lake before 
the house, and, crossing a river that flowed out of it, 
tame to a kind of bank, or weir, formed by the na
tives, for the purpose of placing their fishing ma
chines, many of which, of different sizes, Were lring 
on the side of the river. Our guide placed one of 
them, with the certain expectation that on his returll 
he should find plenty of fish in it. We proceede(l 
nine miles further, on a good road, west-south-west, 
When we came to a small lake: we then crossed a ri
Ver that ran outof it, and our guides were in continu-
:1.1 expectation of meeting with some of the natives. 
"To this l)iace our course was a mile and an hall~ in. 
the same direction as the labt. At nine at night we 
crossed a river Oil rafts, our last distance being. ab()ut 
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four miles south-east, on a winding road, through a. 
swampy country, and along a succession of small lakes. 
We were now quite exhausted, and it was absolutely 
necessary for}Is to stop for the night. The weather 
being clear throughout the day, we had no reason to 
complain of the cold. Our guides encouraged us 
with the hope that, in two days of similar exertion, 
we should arrive among the people of the other na
tion. 

Monday 15. At five this morning we were again 
in motion, and passing along a river, we at length 
forded it. This stream was not more than knee deep, 
about thirty yards over, and with a stony bottom. The 
old man went onward by himself, in the hope of faIl
ing in with the people, whom he expected to meet in 
the course of the day. At eleven we came up with 
him, and the natives whom he expe.ted, consisting of 
five men, and part of their families. They received 
us with great kindness, and examined us with the 
most minute attention. They mllst, however, have 
been told that we were white, as our faces no longer 
indicated that distinguishing complexion. They 
called themselves Neguia Dinais, and were come in a 
different direction from us, but were now going the 
same way, to the Anah-yoe Tesse, or River, and ap
peared to be very much satisfied with our having join
ed them. They presented us with some fish which 
they had just taken in the adjoining lake. 

Here I expected that our guides, like their prede.
cessors, would have quitted us, but, on the contrary, 
they expressed themselves to be so happy in our 
company, and that of their friends, that they volunta
rily, and with great cheerfulness, proceeded to pass 
another nigLlt with us. Our new acquaintance were 
people of a very pleasing aspect. The hair of the 
women was tied in large, loose knots over the ears, 
and plaited with great neatness from the division of 
the head, so as to be included in the knots. Some of 
them had adorned their tresses with beads, with a ve
ry pretty effect. The men were clothed in leather, 
their hair w~s nicely combed, and their complexion 
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\faS fairer, or perhaps it my be said', with more P1"O
priety, that they were more cleanly, than a11Y ofthc' 
natives whom we had yet seen, 'their eyes, though 
keen and sha1'p, aTe not of that dark cotor, so generaV
Ia observable in the various tribes of Indians; they 
were, on the contrary, of a grey hue, with a tinge of 
reel. There was one man am011gst them of at least 
six feet fOUl'inches in height; his manners were affa
ble, and he had a more prepossessing appe<trance 
tlia.n any Indian I had met with in my joul'l1ey : he 
was about twenty-eight yeal's of age, and was treated 
with particular J'(~spect by his party. Every man, 
woman, and child, cal'l'ied a proportionate burden, 
consisting of beaver-coating and parchment, as wen 
as skins of the ottel', the marten, the bear, the lynx, 
and dressed m~ose-skins. The bst they procure 
from the Rocky-Mountain Indians. According to 
their account, the people of the sea-coast prefer them 
to any other article. Several of theil' relations and 
Mends, they said, 'were all'eady gone, as well pro
vided as themselves, to ba.rter with the people of the 
coast; who bal'ter them in their turn, except the 
d~essed leather, with white people, who, as they had 
been informed, arrive there ill large car,lOes. 

Such an escort was the most fortu,nate circumstance 
that could happen in our favor. They told us, that 
as the women and children cotlld not travel fast, we 
should De thr(;c days in getting to the end of our jour
ney; which mu';t be i>upposed to haye been very 
agreeable information to people in UUi' exhausted 
condition. 

1n about halfan hour after we had joined our new 
acquaintance, the signal for moving onwards was giv
en by the learler of the party, who Yociferatecl the 
words, Huy, Huy, when his people juined him arul 
continued a clamorous conversation, We pa,;sed 
along a winding road over hills, and through swampy 
vallies, from south to west, \Ve then cros~ecl a deep, 
nat'l'OW river, which discharges itself into a lake, on 
whose side we stopped at five in the afternoon, for 
tIle ni~ht, though we had reposed seyeral times since 
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twelve at noon; so that our mode of travelling had 
-undergone a very agreeable change. I compute the 
di5tLnce of this day's journey at about twenty miles. 
In the middle of the day the weather was clear and 
sultry. 

\V'l! all sat down on a very pleasant green spot, and 
were no sooner 5eated than our guide and one of the 
party prepared to engage in play. They had each a 
bundle of ahouL fifty small sticks, neatly polished, of 
the size of a quill, and five inches long: a certain 
n11mber of these sticks had red lines round them; and 
as m:lny of these as one of the players might find 
convenient ,,'ere curiously rolled up in dry grass, and 
according to the judgment of his antagonist re5pect. 
ing their number, and marks, he lost 01' won. Our 
fl'iend was apparently the loser, as he parted with his 
bow and arrows, and sevtral articles which I had given 
him. 

Thursday 16. The weather of this morning was 
the g,lme as yesterday; but our fellow-travellers were 
in no. hurry to proceed, and I was under the necessity 
of pressing them into greater expedition, by repre
senting the almost exhausted state of our provisions. 
They, howeve:', 'assured us, that afttr the next night's 
sleep we should arrive at the river where they were 
going, and that we should there get fish in great 
abundance. My young men, from an act of impru
elence, deprived themselves la~t night of that rest 
which wa5 50 necessary to them. One of the stran
gers asking them several questions respecting us, and 
concerning their own country, one of them gave such 
ans\\-ers as were not credited by the audience; where
upon he dem:mded, in a very angry tone,ifthey thought 
he was disposed to tell lies, like the Rocky-Mountain 
Indians; and one of that tribe happening to be of the 
party, a quarrel ensued, which might have been at
tended with the most serious consequences, if it had 
not been fortunately prevented by the interference of 
those who were not interested in the dispute. 

Though our stock of provisions was getting so low, 
I determined, nevertheless, to hide about twenty 
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]rounds of pemmican, by way of providing a~ainst 
'our return. I therefore left two of the men behind, 
with directions to bury it, as usual, under 'the place 
where we had made our fire. 

Our course was about west-south-west by the side 
()f the lake, and in about two miles we came to the 
end of it. Here was a general halt, when my men 
overtook us. I was now informed, that some people 
of another tribe were sent for, who wished very much 
to see us, two of whom would accompany us over the 
mountains; that, as for themselves, they had changed 
their mind, and intended to follow a small river 
which issued out of the lake, and went in a direction 
very different from the line of our journey. This 
was a disappointment, which, though not uncommon 
to us, might have been followed by considerable in
(;onveniences. It was my wish to continue with them 
whatever way they went; but neither my promises 
or intreaties would avail; these people were not to 
be turned fl"Om their purpose; and when I represent • 
.ed the low state of OUI' provisions, one of them an
~wered, that if we would stay with them all night, he 
would boil a kettle of fish-roes for us. Accordingly, 
without receiving any answer, be began to make pre
paration to fulfil his engagement.' He took the roes 
out of a bag, and having bruised them between two 
'Stones, put them in water to soak. His wife then 
took an handful of clJ'y grass in her hand, with which 
'she squeezed them through her fingers ; in the mean 
time her husband was employed in gathering wood to 
make a fire, for the purpose of heating stones. \Vhen 
she had finished her operation, she filled a watape 
kettle nearly full_of water, and poured the roes into 
it. \Vhen the stones wet'e sufficiently heated, some 
of them were put into the kettle, and others were 
thrown in from time to time, till the water was in a 
state of boiling; the woman also continued stirring 
the contents of the kettle, till they were brought to 
a thick consistency; the stones were then taken out, 
and the whole was seasoned with about a pint of 
fitl'Ong rancid oil. 'fhe smell of this curious dish 
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was suffiCient to sicken me without ta~ting it, but till 
hungel'of my people surmounted the nauseous meal. 
\Vhen unadulterated by the stinking oil, these boiled 
roes are not unpalatable food. 

In the mean time four of the people whoh~.d been 
expected, alTived, and, a:cording to the acconnt,giveU 
of them, wert: of two tribes whom I had not yet 
known. A fler some conversation, they proposed, 
that I should continue my route by their houses; but 
the old guide, WllO was now preparing to leave us, in
formed me that it would lengthen my journey; and 
by his advice I proposed to them to conduct us along 
th€ road which had been already marked out to us. 
This they undertook without the least hesitation; 
anel, at the same time, pointed Ollt to me the pass in 
the mountain, bearing south by east by compass. 
Here I had a meridian altitude, and took time. 

At four in the afternoon we parttd with our latc 
fellow-travellers in a very friendly manner, and im
mediately forded the river. The wild parsnip, which 
luxuriates on the borders of the lake" and rivers, is a 
favorite food of the natives: they roast .the tops of 
thi5 plant, in their tender state, over the fire, and 
taking off the outer rind, they are then a very pala
table food. 

\Ve now entered the woods, and some time after 
al'rived on the banks of another river that flowed 
from the mountain, which we also forded. The coun_ 
tl'y soon after we left the rivel' was swampy; and the 
fire having passed through it, the numb;;:r of trees, 
which had fallen, added to the toil of our journey. In 
a short time we began to ascend, and continued as
cending till nine at night. "Ve walked upwards of 
fourteen miles, according to my computation, in the 
course of the day, though the straight line of distance 
might not be more than ten. Notwithstanding that 
we were sUrl'ounded by mountains covered with snow, 
we were very much tormented with musquitoes. 

JVedrle8c!ay 17. Before the sun rose, our guid~ 
summo~ed us to proceed, when we descended into a 
beautifUl valley, watered by a swaB river. At eight 
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'tI'e £ame to the termination of it, where we saw a 
great number of moles, and began again to ascend. 
We now perceived many ground-hogs, and heard 
them whistle in every direction. The Indians went 
in pursuit of them, and soon joined us with a female 
and her litter, almost grown to their full size. They 
stripped off their skins, and gave the carca!es to my 
people. They also pulled up a root, which appeared 
like a bunch of white berries of the size of a pea; its 
shape was that of a fig, while it had the color and 
taste of a potatoe. 

We now gained the'summit of the mountain, and 
found ourselves surrounded by snow. But thi:> circum
.stance is caused rather by the quantity of snow drift
ed in the pass, than the real height of the spot as 
the surrounding mountains rise to a much higher de
gree of elevation. The snow had become 50 com
pact that our feet hardly made a perceptible impres
sion on .it. We observed, however, the tracks of an 
herd of small deer which must have passed a short 
time before us, and the Indians and my hunters went 
immediately in pursuit of them. Our way was now 
nealy level, without the least snow, and not a tree 
to be seen in any part of it. The grass is very short, 
and the soil a reddish clay, intermixed with small 
stones. The face of the hills where they are not en
livened with verdure, appears at a distance, as if fire 
had passed over them. It now began to hail, snow, 
and rain, nor could we find any shelter but the lee
ward side of an huge rock. The wind also rose into 
a tempest, and the weather was as distressing as any 
I had ever experienced. After an absence of an 
hour and an half, our hunters brought a small doe of 
the rein-deer species, which was all they had killed, 
though they fired twelve shots at a large herd of 
them. Their ill success they attributed to the wea
ther. I proposed to leave half of the venison in the 
snow, but the men preferred carrying it, though theil· 
strength was very much exhausted. \Ve had been 
liO long shivering with cold in tbis situation, that we 
were glad to renew our march. Here and there werli 

Hh 
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scattered a few crowberry bushes and stinted willows'; 
the former of which had not yet blos!>omed. 

Before us appeared a stupendous mountain, whose 
snow-clad summit was lost in the cl'ouds; between it 
and our immediate course, flowed the river to which 
we were going. The Indians informed us that it was 
at no great distance. As soon as we could gather a 
sufficient quantity of wood, we stopped to dress some 
of our yenison; and it is almost superfluous to,add, 
that we made an heartier meal than we had done for 
many a day before. To the comfort which I have 
just mention_"tl. I added that of taking off my beard, 
as well as changing my linen, and my people follow
ed the humanising example. ""Ve then set fOI'wards, 
and came to a large pond, on whose bank we found a 
tomb, but lately mude, with a pole, as usual, erected 
beside it, on which two figmes of birds were painted, 
and by them the guides distinguished the tribe to 
which the deceased person belonged. One ()f them, 
,'cry unceremoniou!:ly, opened the bark and shewed 
us the bones which it contained, while the other 
threw down the pole, and haying possessed himself 
of the feathers that were tied to it, fixed them on his 
own head. I therefore conjectured, that these fune
ral memorials belonged to ail individual of a tribe 
at enmity with them. 

\Ve continued our route with a considerable degree 
of expedition, and as we proceeded, the mountains ap
peared to withdraw from us. The country between 
them soon opened to our view, which apparentlyad
ded to their awful elevation. \\' e continued to descend 
till we came to the brink of a precipice, li'om whence 
our guides discovered a ri ver to us, and a village on its 
banks. This precipice, or rather succession of pre
cipices, is covered with large timber, which consists 
of the pine, the spruce, the hemlock, the birch. and 
other trees. Our conductors informed us, thal it abound
ed in animals, which, from their description, mUbt be 
wild goats. In about two hQurs ,ye arrived at the bot
tom, ,,,ho'e there is a conflux of two riYcrs, tll<t iiisue 
from the mountains. \ V e crossed the one which was 
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to the l~[t. They are both "cry rapid, and continue 
so tilltbey unite theil' currents, forming a ~tream of 
about twdve yarth ill oreu.cith. Her..: the tim,lcr was 
also rery larije; but I could not lcarn from OUt' con
ductors wby Ul'~ mOot considerable: hemlock trees we re 
stripped of tll'cil' bark to the tops of them. I conclud
ed, inclel:tl, at that tilnc, that the inhabitants tanned 
theil' /e,lt:,el' \\ ith it. Here were also th~ lar,;est <Lnd 
loftie~t eld":l' and cc:rLir trtL'S that I Itad ever ~Cl:n, 'Ve 
wet'.; now ~ensibL of an cntir~ c~Hln0e in the climat'~, 
and the berrie~ \:ere quite ripe. 

Tile sun W,t'; ailout to f.et, when our conductors kft 
us to {ollow tlJCllH,S \\'dl as \He (ould. V,' (; were pre
v,elltl'll, hO\1'cVl:r, frum rcoin'! Lll' astray, fOl' we w(;re 
hemmn\ ill on Loth sid~~, a'~(l behind by such a bar
rier as nr,tul'C !leYer b~r.Jre presented to my yiel':. 
OUl' gudes had the pl'ec:lution to mark the lOild 1'01' 

us, hy bl·~;.tki[lg' the bl'anchcs (,r t"(:';5 as llll:y pasocl!. 
This sm2.11 river 111115t, "t cC:I'L,in ~.easons Iloe to an 
uncommon hei:;ht <, lI(l strl'ngt:l 0" current 1\10,t pl'O
bably on tllc mel:.'II'; of lIn.: !;1l0W ; a5 \I'e srlW a l.trge 
quantity of drift \\oodlying twelve kd <lbo\'e the im
medidte lel'el uf the ril''':I'. This ciI'Lumstanc': illl
peeled OUi' pi'C'~:1',"5j, allc! the pl'Otruding rocks fl'e
ljueutly forced ltC. to pass throu6h the water. I twas 
now dark, withollt ,;1(': least appearance of h0115~5, 
though it would have betn impossible to ba\'e !>eCll 
them, if there had been any, at thc distancc of t \V~n
ty yards, from the thickness of the 1I'0,)ds. My men 
were anxiolls to stop for the nig'ht; indcul the fa
tigue they had suffered justifi::d the propos,,], and I 
left then. to theil' choice; but as the am;iety of my 
mind impelled me forwards, they continued to fo!lolY 
me, till I found myself at the eclp;e of the woods; am\ 
notwithstanding the remonstrances that were made, 
I proceeded, feeling rather than seein,; my \,ay, till 
I arrived at an house, and soon discovered se\'enJ 
fires, in small huts, with people busil y employed in 
cooking their fish. I walked into one of them with
out the least ceremony, tbrew down my burden, and, 
after shaking hand, with some of tht: pwple, sat 
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down upon it. They received me without the least 
appearance of surprise, but soon made signs for me 
to go up to the large house, which was erected, on 
upright posts, at some distance from the ground. 
A broad piece of timber with steps cut in it, led to 
the scaffolding even with the floor, aDd by this cu
rious kind of ladder I entered the house at .one end i 
and having passed three fires, at equal distances' in 
the middle of the building, I was received by several 
people, sitting upon a very wide board, at the upper 
end of it. I shook hands with them, and seated my
!;elf beside a man, the dignity of whose countenance 
induced lTl.e to give him that preference. I soon dis
cOI"ered one of my guides seated a litlle above me, 
with a neat mat spread before him, whi.(;h I suppo~ed 
to be the place of honor and appropriated to stran
gers. In a short time my people arrived, and placed 
themselves near me, when the man by whom I sat, 
immediately rose, and fetched, from behind a plank 
of about iOllr feet wiele, a quantity of roasted salmon. 
He then directed a mat to be placed before me and 
MI'. Mackay, who was now sitting by me. When 
this ceremony was performed, he brought a salmon 
for each of us, and half an one to each of my men. 
'fhe same plank served also as a screen for the beds, 
uhither the women and children were already reti
red; but whether that circumstance took place on 
{Jur arrival, or was the natural consequence of the 
late hour of the night, I did not discover. The signs 
of our protector seemed to denote, that we might 
sleep in the house, but as we did not understand him 
with a sufficient degree of ce!'tainty, I thought it pru
dent, from the fear of giving offence, to order the 
men to make a fire without, that we might sleep by 
it. When he observed our design, he placed boards 
for us, that we might not take our repose on the 
bare ground, and ordered a fire to be prepared for 
us. We had not been long seated round it, when we 
received a large dish of salmon roes, pounded fine. 
and beat up with water, so as to have the appearance 
Qf a cream. Nor was it without some kind of sea-
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soning that gave it a bitter taste. Another dish SOOI1 

followed, the principal article of which was also sal
mon roe'>, with a large proportion of gooseterries, 
and an herb that appeared to be sorrel. Its acidity 
rendered it more agreeable to my taste than the for
mer preparation. Having been l'egak.l with these 
delicacies, for such they were considered by that hos
pitable spirit which proyided them, we laid oursehes 
down to rest, with no othel' canopy than the oky ; but 
I never enjoyed a more sound and refreshing rest, 
though I had a board for my bed, and a billet for my 
pillow. 

Thursday 18. At five this morning I awoke, aud 
found that the natives had lighted a fil'(:; for us, and 
were sitting by it. My hospitable friend immediate
ly brought me some berries and roasted salmon, and 
his companions soon followed his example. The for
mer, which consisted among many others, of goose
berries, whirtleberries, and raspberries, were the 
finest I ever saw or tasted, of their respective kinds. 
They also brought the dried roes of fish to eat with 
the berries. 

Salmon is so abundant in this river, that these peo
ple haye a contitant and plentiful supply of that excel
lent fish. To take them with more facility, they had, 
with gl'eat lator, formed an embankment or weir 
across the ri ve l' for the purpose of placing their fish
ing machines, which they disposed both above and 
below it. I expI'essed my wish to visit this extraor
dinary work, but these peopk are so superstitious, 
that they would not allow me a nearer examination 
than I could otlain by viewing it fl'om the bank. 
The river is abollt fifty yards in breadth, alld by ob
serving a man fish with a dipping net, I judged it to 
b" "bout ten feet deep at the foot of the fall. The 
weir j,; a work of great labor, and contrived with 
considerable ingc:nuity. It ,ras neal' four feet above 
the level of the wuter, at the time I saw it, and near
ly the height of the bank on which I stood to exa
mine it. The stream is stopped nearly two thirds by 
it. It is constructed by fixing small trees in the bed. 

Hh~ 
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of the river in a slanting position (which could be 
practicable only when the water is much lower than I 
:;aw it) with the thick part downwards; over these is 
laid a bed of gravel, on which is placed a range of 
lesser trees, and so on alternately till the work is 
brought to its proper height. Beneath it the machines 
are placed, into which the balmon fall when they at· 
tempt to leap over. On either side there is a large 
f,"ame of timber-work six feet above the level of the 
upper water, in which passages are left for the salmon 
leading directly into the machines, which are taken 
up at pleasure. At the foot of the fall diyping nets 
a!"e also successfully employed. 

The water of this river is of the color of asses milk, 
which I attributed in part to the limestone that in 
many places forms the bed of the river, but principal
ly to the rivulets which fall from the mountains of the 
same material. 

These people indulge an extreme superstition re
specting their fish, as ~t is apparently their only animal 
food. Flesh they neVer taste, and one of their dogs hav
ing picked and swallowed part of a bone which we had 
left, was beaten by his master till he disgorged it. 
One of my people also having throw" a bone-of the 
eleer into the river, a native, who had observed the 
circumstance, immediately dived and brought it up, 
and having consigned it to the fire, instantly pro£eed
cd to wash his polluted hands. 

As we were still at some di3tance from the sea, I 
macle application to my friend to procure us a canoe 
or two, with people to conduct us thither. After he 
had made various excuses, I at length comprehended 
~hat his only objection was to the embarking venison 
III a canoe on their river, as the fish would instantly 
l;meU it and aban@on them, so that he, his friends, and 
relations, must starve. I soon eased his apprehensions 
flll that point, and desired to know what I must do 
with the venison that remained, when he told me to 
give it to o::.e of the strangers whom he pointed out to 
me, as being of a tribe that eat flesh. I now request
td him to furnish me with some fresh salmon i'n its raw 
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!tate; but instead of complying with my wish, he 
brought me a couple of them roasted, observing, at the 
same time, that the current was very strong, and 
would bring us to the next village, where our wants 
would be abundantly supplied. In short, he request
ed that we would make haste to depart. Thi~ was ra
ther unexpected after so much kindness and hospitali
ty, but our ignorance of the language prevented us 
from being able to discover the cause. 

At eight in the morning, fifteen men armed, the 
friends and relations of these people, arrived, by land, 
in consequence of notice sent them in the night, im
mediately after the appearance of our guides. They 
Ilre more corpulent and of a better appearance than: 
the inhahitants of the interior. Their language total
ly different from any I had heard; the Atnah or 
Chin tribe, as far as I can judge from the very little 
I saw of that people, bear the nearest resemblance to' 
them. They appear to be of a quiet and peaceable 
character, and never make any hostile incursions into 
the lands of their neighbors. 

Their dress consists of a single robe tied over the 
shoulders, falling down behind, to the heels, and be
fore, a little below the knees, with a deep fring,e round 
the bottom. It is generally made of the bark of the 
cedar tree, which they prepare as fine as hemp: 
though some of these garments are interwoven with 
strips of the sea-otter skin, which give them the ap
pearance of a fur on one side. Others have stripes of 
red and yellow threads fancifully introduced toward 
the borders, which have a very agreeable effect. The 
men have no other covering than that which I have 
described, and they unceremoniously lay it aside when 
they find it convenient. In addition to this robe, the 
women wear a close fringe hanging down before them 
about two feet in length, and half as wide: 'Yhen 
. they sit down they draw this between theIr tlll\?hs. 
They wear their hair so short, that it requires httle 
care or combing. The men have theirs in plaits, and 
being smeared with oil and red earth, instead of a comb 
they have a. small stick hanging by a string from on~ 
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of the locks, which they employ to alleviate any itch
ing or irritation in the head. The color of the eye is 
grey with a tinge of red. They have all high cheek
hones, but the women are more remarkable for that 
feature. than the men. Their houses, arms, and uten
sils I shall decribe hereafter. 

I pl'"sented my friend with several articles, and al
so di,tributed some among others of the natives who 
had been attentive to us. One of my guides had been 
very serviceable in procuring canoes for us to proceed 
on our expedition; ht appeared also to be vtry desir
ous of giving these ptOplt a favorable impression of 
us; and I was very m.uch concerned that he should 
leave me as he did, without giving me the least no
tice of his departure, 01' receiving the presents which 
I had prtpared f01' him, and he so well deservtd. At 
noon I bad an observation which gave 52. 28. 11. 
nOfth longitude. 

CHAPTER X. 

~ontinue our journey. Embark on a river. Corne to a weir. Dexterity of the 
nJ.tlves III p<ls::.mg it. Arnve at a Village. Alarm occJ:,wned among the na
tive:::. The ~ubsequent tavorable receptlun. accmnpanied :with a bdnf}Uet of (.e· 
remony" Cllcum..,tallce~ 01 It. Descnptlon of a V Ill.:lge , 1tS houses, and places 
of devotion. Account of the customs, mode of hVlna, and SII]!t'(".lItlon uf the 
inhabitants. Descnptlon of the duef's C;lnve. Leav; the place, and proceoo. 
on our voyage~ 

Ju'y'JA . h f d . h 1793. TOne 111 tea ternoon we emharke ,Wit OUl' 
small baggage, in two canoes, accompanitd by seven 
of the natives. The stream Was rapid, and ran up
wal'ds of six miles an hour. \Ve camt to a weir, such 
as 1 have already described, whert the nativts landed 
us, and shot over it without taki:-Jg a drop of water. 
They then received us on board again, and we con
tinutd oUl'voyage, passing many canoes on the river, 
some with people in them, and others empty. "liVe 
proceeded at a very grtat rate for about two hours and 
an half, whtn we were informed that we must land, 
as the village was only at a short distanct. I had 
imagined that the Canadians who accolJ;lpanied me 
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,rere the most expert canoe-men in the world, hut they 
are very inferior to these people, as they themselve~ 
acknowledged, in conducting those vessels. 

Some of the Indians ran before us to announce our 
approach, when we took OUl' bundles and followed. 
We had walked along a well beaten path, through a 
kind of coppice, when we were infol'med of the arri
val of our couriers at the houses, by the loud and con
fused talking of the inhabitants. As we approached 
the edge of the wood, and were almost in sight of the 
houses, the Indians who were before me, made signs 
for me to take the lead, and that they would follow. 
The noise and confusion of the natives now seemed to 
increase, and when we came in sight of the village, 
we saw them running from house to house, some arm
ed with bows and arl'OWS, others with spears, and ITl!.',

ny with axes, as if in a state of great alarm. This 
very unpleasant and unexpected circumstance, I at
tributed to our sudden arrival, and the very short no
tice of it which had been given them. At all events" 
I had but one line of conduct to pursue, which was 
to walk resolutely up to them, without manift:sting 
any signs of apprehension at their hostile appearance. 
This resolution produced the desired effect, for as we 
approached the houses, the greater part of the people 
laid down their weapons, and came forward to meet 
us. I was, howe vel', soon obliged to stop, from the
number of them that surrounded me. I shook hands, 
as ustlal with such as we~e the nearest to me, when 
an elderly man broke through the crowd, and took 
me in his arms; another then came, who turned him 
away without the least ceremony, and paid me the 
same compliment. The latter was followed by a 
young man, whom I understood to be his son. These 
embraces, which at first rather surprised me, I soon 
founlil to be marks of regard and friendship. 1~he 
crowd pressed with so much violence and contentIOn 
to get a view of us, that we could not move in any di

"rection. An opening was at length made to allow a 
person to approach me, whom the old man made me 
understand was another of his sons. I instantly step-
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ped forward to meet him, and presented my hand, 
whereupon he broke the string of a very h~nd50me 
robe of sea-otter skin, which he had on, and covered 
me -,,:ith it. This was as flattering a reception as I 
could possibly receive, especially as I considered Ilim 
to be the eldest son of the chief. Indeed it appeared 
to me that we had been detained here fOl' the purpose 
of giving him time to bring the robe with which he 
had presented me. 

The chief now made signs for us to follow him, 
and he condl!lcted us through a narrow coppice, for se
veral hundred yards, till we came to an house built on 
the ground, which was of larger dimensions, and 
formed of Letter luaterials than any I had hitherto 
seen; it was his residence. '\Ye were no sooner ar
rived theloe, than he directed mats to be spread before 
it, on which \'.-e were told to take our seats, when the 
men of the vill~ge, who came to indulge their curi
osity, were ordered to keep behind us. In. our front 
other mats were placed, w here the chief and his coun
sellors took their seats. In the intervening space, 
mats, which were very clean, and of a much Heater· 
workmanship than those on which we sat, were also 
spread, and a small roasted s~lm.on placed before each 
of us. When lYe hall satisfied ourselves with the fish, 
one of the people who came with us from the last vil
lage appi"O~checl, with a kind of ladle in one hanel, 
containing oil, and in the other something that re
sembled the inner rind of the cocoa-nut, but of a light
er coior; this he dipped in the oil, and having eat it, 
indicated !:ly his gestures how palatable he thought it. 
ll,o then presented me with a small piece of it, which 
I chose to taste in its dry state, though the oil was free 
from any unp!ea5ant smell. A square cake of this was 
next produced, when a man took it to the water near 
the house, and having thoroughly soaked it, he retul'll
ed, and, aftet- he had pulled it to pieces like oakum, 
p.u t i~ into a well-made trough, about three feet long, 
nlll~ ll1ches wiele, and five deep; he then plwtifully; 
spl'lnkled it with salmon oil, and manife5tecl by his 
own example that we were to eat of it. I just tasted 
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it, and found the oil perfectly sweet, without which 
the other ingredients would ha\-e been very insipid. 
The chief partook of it with avidity, after it had re
ceived an additional quantity of oil. This dish is con
siclered by these people as a great delicacy; and on 
examination, I discovered it to con ,ist of the innel' rind 
of the hemlock tree, taken off early in summer, and 
put into a frame, which shapes it into cakes of fifteen 
inches long, ten broad, and half an inch thick; and in 
this form I should suppose it may be preserved for a 
great length of time. This discovery satisfied me re
specting the many hemlock trees which I had observed 
stripped of their bark. 

In this situation we remained for upward:; of three 
hours, and not one of the curious natives left us dur
ing all that time, except a party of ten or twelve of 
them, whom the chief ordel'ed to go and catch fi~h, 
which they did in great abundance, with dipping nets, 
at the foot of the weir. 

At leng,th we were relieved from the gazing crowd-, 
and got a lodge erected, and (overed in for our 
reception during the night. I now presented the 
young chief with a blanket, in retul'll for the robe with 
which he had favored me, and several other articles, 
that appeared to be very gratifying to him. I also 
presented some t6 his fatht:!l', and amongst them was 
a pair of scissors, whose use I explained to him, for 
clipping his beard, which was of great length; and to 
that purpose he immediately applied them. My dis~ 
tribution of similar articles was also extended to others, 
who had been attentive to us. The communication, 
howevcl', between us was awkward and inconvenient, 
for it is was carried on entirely by signs, a~ thert was 
not a persoll with me who was quallllcd for the office 
of an interpreter. 

vV c were all of us very desirous to 3';;t some fresh 
sah:)I1, that we might dress them in OlLr 0:"11 '\:"-)' , 
but could not by any means obtain that g-ratIi1catlOl1, 
though there were thousands of that G,;\, strung on 
conIs, whicilwel'e fastened to stakes in the ii verf 
They were even averse to our appr04chinS the spot 
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where they clean and prepare them for their own eat
ing. They had, indeed, taken our kettle from us, lest 
we should employ it in getting water from the river; 
and they assigned as the reason for this precaution, 
that the salmon dislike the smell of iron. At the 
same time they supplied us with wooden boxes, which 
were capable of holding any fluid. Twoofthemen that 
went to fish, in a canoe capable of containing ten peo
ple, returned with a full lading of salmon, that weigh
ed from six to forty pounds, though the far greater 
part of them were under twenty. They immediately 
strung the whole of them, as I have all'eady mentioned, 
in the river. 

J now made the tour of the village, which consisted 
of four elevated houses, and seven built on the ground, 
besides a considerable number of other buildings, or 
sheds, which are used only as kitchens, and places for 
curing their fish. The former are constructed by fix
ing a certain number of posts in the earth, on some of 
which are laid, and to others are fastened, the support
ers of the floor, at about twelve feet above the surface 
of the ground: their length is f!'Om an hundred to an 
hundred and twenty feet, and they are about forty feet 
in breadth. Along the centre are built three, fOUl', or 
nve hearths, for the two-fold purpose of giving warmth, 
and dressing theil' fish. The whole length of the 
building on either side is divided by cedar planks, 
into partitions or apartments of seven feet square, in 
the front of which there are boards, about three feet 
wide, over which, though they are not immoveably 
fixed, the inmates of theoe recesses generally pass, 
when they go to rest. The greater part of them are 
intended fo!' that purpose, and such are covered with 
~Joal'rls, at (he lll~ight of the \\J1.11 of the house, which 
l~ about seven or eight feet, and rest upon beams that 
stretch across the building. On those also ure placed 
the chests which contain their provisions, utensils, 
arid whatevet' they possess. The intermediate space 
is sufficient for domestic purposes. On pelts that run 
~l~ng- th~ be~ms, hang roasted fisb, and the whole 
uulldll1g IS well covered with boards and bark, except 
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within a few inches 'Of the lidgepole; where open 
spaces are left on each side to let in light ~,nd emit 
the sm6ke. At the end of the house that fwnts the 
river, is.a narrow scaffolding, which is also ascended 
by a piece of timber, with steps cut in it; and at each 
corner of this erection there are openings, for the in
,habitants to ease nature. As it does not appear to oe 
a custom among them to remove these heaps of ex
'cremental filth, it may be supposed that the effiuvia 
tloes not annoy them. 

The h'Ouses which rest on the ground, are built of 
the same materials, and on the same plan. A slop
ing stage that rises to a cross· piece of timber, sup
.ported by two forks, joins also to the main building, 
·tor those purposes which need not be repeated. 

\Vhen we were surrounded by the natives on our 
arrival, I counted sixty-five men, and several of them 
may be supposed to have been absent; I cannot, 
therefore, calculate the inhabitants 'Of this village at 
less than tW'O hundred souls. 

The people who accompanied us hither, from the 
other village, had given the Chief a very particular ac
count of every thing they knew concerning us : I was, 
therefore, r.equested to produce my astronomical in
struments; nor could I have any objection to afford 
them this satisfaction, as they would necessarily add 
to our importance in theiL' opinion. 

Near the house of the'Chief I observed several ob~ 
long squares, of about twenty feet by eight. They 
were made of thick cedar boards, which were joined 
with so much neatness, that I at first thought they 
were one piece. They were painted with hiero
glyphics, and figures of different animals, and 
with a degree of correctness that was not to be ex
l)ected from such an uncultivated people. I could not 
learn the use of them, but they appeared to be calcu
lated for occasional acts of {\e\Cotion, or sacrifice, 
which all these tribes perform at least twice in the 
ye~Ll', at the spring and fall. I was' confirmed in this 
opinion by a large building in the middle of the vil
lage, which I at first took for the half-finished frame 

I i 
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of an house. The ground-plot of it was fifty feet by 
forty-five; each end is formed by four stout posts, 
fixed perpendicularly in the ground. The corner 
ones are plain, and support a beam of the whole 
length, having three intermediate props on each side, 
but of a lal'gel' size, and eight or nine feet in height. 
The two center posts, at each end, are two feet and an 
half in diameter, and carved into human figures, sup
porting two ridge poles on their heads, at twelve feet 
from the ground. The figUl'es at the upper part of 
this square represent two persons, with their hands 
upon their knees, as if they supported the weight 
with pain and difficulty: the others opposite to 
them stand at their ease, with their hands rest
ing on theil' hips. In the rera of the building 
there were the remains of several fires. The posts, 
poles, and figures, were painted red and black; but the 
sculpture of these people is superior to their painting. 

Friday 19. Soon after I had retired to rest last 
night, the chief paid me a visit to insist on my going 
to his bed-companion, and taking my place himself; 
but, notwithstanding his repeated entreaties, I resist
ed this offering of his hospitality. 

At an early hour this morning, I was again visited 
by the chief, in company with his son. The former 
complained of a pain in his breast; to relieve his suf
ferings I gave him a few drops of Turlington's Bal
sam on a piece of sugar; and I was rather surprized 
to see him take it without the least hesitation, When 
he had taken my medicine, he requested me to follow 
him; and conducted me to a shed, where several peo
ple were assembled round a sick man, who was ano
ther of his sons. They immediately uncovered him, 
and showed me a violent ulcer in the small of his 
back, in the foulest state that can be imagined. One 
of his knees was also affiicted in the same manner. 
This unhappy man was reduced to a skeleton, and, 
from his appearance, was drawing neal' to an end of 
his pains. They requested that I would touch him, 
and his father was very urgent with me to administel' 
medicine: but he was in such a dangerous state, that 
1 thought it prudent to yield no further to the impor-
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tllnities than to give the sick person a few drops of 
Turlington's Balsam in some water. I therefore left 
him, but was soon called ba.ck by the loud lamenta
tions of the women, and was rather apprehensive that 
some inconvenience might result from my compliance 
with the chief's request. On my return I found the 
native physicians busy in practising their sk.iIl and art 
on the patient. They blew on him, and then whistled; 
at times they pressed their extended fingers, with all 
their strength on Ius stomach; they also put their fore 
fingers doubled into his mouth, and spouted water 
fl'om theil' own with great Violence into his face. To 
support these operations, the wl'etclled sufferer was 
held up in a sitting posture; and wr·en they were con
cluded, he was laid down and covered with a new robe 
made of the s~ins of the lynx. I had observed that 
his belly and breast were covered with scars, and I 
undel'stood that they were caused by a custom preva
lent among them, ofapplyinJ pieces of lighted touch
wood to their flesh, in order to reJievi pain or demon
strate their courage. He was now placed on a broad 
plank, and carried by six men into the woods, where I 
was invited to accompany them. I could not conjecture 
what would be the end ~f this ceremony. particularly 
as I saw one man carry fire, another an axe, and a 
third dry wood. I was indeed, disposed to suspect 
that, as it was theil' custom to burn the d~ad, they in
tended to relieve the poor man from his pain, and per
form the last sad duty of surviving affection, When 
they had advanced a short distance into the wood, they 
laid him upon a clear spot, and kindled a fire against 
his back, when the physician began to scarify the u!
cer with a very blunt instrument, the cruel pain of 
which operation the patient bore with incredible rc;;so
lution. The scene affiicted me and I left it. 

On my return to our lodge, I observed before the 
door of the chief's residence, four heaps of salmon, 
each of which consisted of between three and foul' 
hundred fish. Sixteen women were employed in 
cleaning and preparing' them. They first separate the 
head from the body, the former of which they boil ; 
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they then cut the latter do:wn the hllek oli eaeh side of 
the bone, leaving onc third of the fish adhering to it, 
and aftenvards take out the g'ltS. The bone is roast
ed [or immediate use, and the other parts are dressed 
in the same 111ann:::r, bllt with more attention, [01' fu
ture provision. 'Vhile they are before the fire troughs. 
are" placed under them to receive the oil. The rOllS 

an.! also carefully pres<.!rved, and form a favorite article 
of their food. 

Aftet· I had observed these culinary preparations, I 
paid a visit to the chief, who prescnted me with a 
i'oasted salmon; he then opened one of his chests, 
and took out of it a garment of blue cloth, decorated 
with lu'ass buttons: and another of a flowered cotton, 
which I supposed were Spanish; it had been trimmed 
with leathel' fl'inge, after the fashion of their own 
cloaks. Copper and brass are in great estimation 
among them, O\ncl of the formel' they have great plen
ty ; th:oy point theil' aI', ,ws and speat's with it, and 
WUl'l;: it up into personal ornaments; ~uch as collars. 
ear-rings, and bracelets, which they wear on their 
wrists, arms, and legs. I presnme they find it the 
most advantageous article of tt'atle with the more in
land ti'ibe~. They abo abound in i ron, I saw :;unw 
of theil' twisted collar:; of that metal which weighed 
upwards of twelve pounds. It is generally in b:ll'S of 
fourteen inche~ in length, and one inch, three quarter!> 
wide. The brass is in thin sq uares; their copper is 
in b.rge pieces, and some of it appeared to b~ old 
stills CGt up. They have vaeicm>'. teinkets; bllt their 
manufactured it'on co,]dsts only or poniards a!ld dag
::;"1'5. Some of the form'::l' have very neat handles, 
with a silvel' coin of a quaeter or eighth of a dollar 
ti:.;(;u on the end of tb':m. The blades of the latter 
:,re from ten to twelve inches in lenp'th, and about fOUl' 
inches broad at the top, from whi~h they geadunlly 
le%en into- a point. 

\Vhen I pt'oduced my instruments to take an alti. 
tude, I was desired not to make use of them. I could 
not then discover the cause of this request, but I ex"" 
p<!rienced the good efft:ct of the appr:.:hensi{)u which 
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they occasioned, as it was very effectual in hastening 
my departure. I had appliecl several times to the 
chief to prepare canoes and people to take me and my 
party to the sea, but very little attention had been paid 
to my application till noon; when I was informed thata 
canoe was propel'ly equipped [or my voyage, and that 
the young chief would accompany me. I now discover
ed that they had entertained no personal fear of the 
instruments, but were apprehensive that the opera
tion of them might frighten the salmon fl'om that part 
of the river. The observation taken in this village 
gave me 52. 25. 52. north latitude. 

In compliance with the chief'~request, I desired my 
people to take their bundles. and la;' them down on 
the banks of the rivel·. In the mean time I went to 
take the dimensions of his large canoe, in which, it 
was signified to me, that about ten winters ago, he 
went a considel'able distance towards the mid-day sun,. 
with forty of his people, when he saw two large ves
sels full of sllch men as myself, by whom he was 
kindly received; they were, he said, the first white 
people he had seen. They were probably the ships 
commanded by Captain Cook. This canoe was b\lilt 
of cedar, forty. five aet long, four feet wide, and three 
feet and a half in depth. It was painted black, and dew
rated with white figures of fish of different kinds-_ 
The gunwale fore and aft, was inlaid with the teeth of 
the sea-otter. '" 

When I returned to the river, the natives who were 
to accompany us, and my people, were already in the 
canoe. The latter, however, informed me, that one 
of our axes was missing. I immediateiy applied to 
the chief, and requested its restoration; but he would 
not understand me till I sat myself down on a stone, 
with my arms in a state of preparation, and made iL' 
appear to him that I should not depart till the stolen 
article was restored. The village was immediately 

* As. Captain Cook has mentioned, that the peaple of the sea-coast, adornes. 
their canoes with humalI teeth, I was more particular in my IDquillCS? the result' 
oi which was, the most satisfactory proof, that he was mistaken: but !lis mistakg-
arme from the very ~reat resemblance there is between human teeth and thos.e.. of" 
I;be·"",,-otter. 

I i2 
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in a state of uproar, and wme danger was apprehended 
from the confusion that prevailed in it. The axe, 
however, which had been hidden under the chief's 
canoe, was soon returned. Though this instrument 
was not, in itself, of sufficient value to justify a dis
pute with these people, I apprehended that the suffer
ing them to keep it, after we had declared its loss 
might have occasioned the loss of every thing we cal'

,l'ied with us, and of our lives also. My people were 
~1issatisfied with me at the moment: but I thought 
myself right then, and, I think nO\v, that the circum. 
stances in which we were involved, justified the mea
sure which I adopted. 

CHAPTER XI. 

ltenew our voyage. Circumstances of the river. Land at the house of a Chief. 
EntertaIned by hun. earned down the nver with great ravidlty to another 
house. Received with kindness. Occupations of the inhabitants on its banks. 
Leave the canoe at a fall. Pass over land to another village. tlome account of 
It. Obtain a view of an arm of the sea. Lose allf dog. Procure another ca.· 
noe. Arrive at the arm of the sea, Circumstalll:es of it. One of our guides 
returns bome. Coast along a bay. Some descriptIOn of it. Meet with Indians. 
Our communicatIon with them. Their sllij1iciOUS conduct towards us. Pass 
4IInwards. Determine the latitude and iong'Hude. Return to the river. Dan
gerous encounter with the Indians. Proceed on our journey. 

Iitly, 1793, J A 
"',I!i""d,,y J~" T one in the afternoon we renewed OUf 

voyage in a large canoe, with fou;' of the natives. We 
found the river almost one continued rapid, and in 
half an hOUl' we came to an house, where, however, 
We did not land, though invited by the inhabitants. 
In about an hour we arrived at two houses, where we 
were, in some degree, obliged to g"O on shore, as we 
were informed that the owner of tllem was a person 
of consideration. He indeed received and regaled us 
in the same mannel' as at the last village; and to in
crease his consequence, he produced many European 
articles, and among them were at least forty pounds 
weight of old coppel' stills. We made our stay as 
short as possible, ancl our host embarked with us. In 
a very short time we were carried by the rapidity of 
the current to another house of very large dimension~ 
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which was partitioned into different apartments, ane! 
whose doors were on the side. The inhabitants re
ceived us with great kindness; but instead of fish, 
they placed a long, clean, and wen made trough be
fore us, full of berries. In additition to those which 
we had already seen, thel'e were some black, that 
were larger than the hurtle-berry, and of a richer fla
vor: and others white, which resembled the blackber
ry in every thing but color. Here we saw a woman 

. with two pieces of copper in hel' un(\o::r lip, as dt,
cribed by Captain Cook. I continued my usual prac
tice of making these people presents in return for their 
friendly reception and entertainment. 

The navigation of the rivel' now became more dif
ficult, from the numerous channels into which it Was. 
divided, without any sensible diminution in the velo
city of its current. \Ve soon reached another house 
of the common size, where we were well received; 
but whether our guides had informed them that We 

were nvt in want of any thing, 01' t):1at they were de-
ficient in inclination, or perhaps the means, of being 
hospitable to us, they did not ofrer us any refre~h
ment. They were in a state of busy preparation. 
Some of the women were employed in beating and 
preparing the inner rind of the cedar bark, to which 
they gave the appeal'ance of flax. Others were spin
ning with a distaff and spindle. One of them was 
weaving a robe of it intermixed with the stripes of 
the sea-otter skin, on a frame of adequate contrivance 
that was placed against the side of the house. The 
men were fi:o;hing on the river with drat~-nets between 
two canoes. These nets are forced by poles to the 
bottom, the current driving them before it ; by wbich 
means the salmon coming up the river arc intercept
ed, and give notice of thdr being taken by the strug
gles they make in the bag or sleeve of the net. T';u'e 
aloe no weirs in this part of the river, as I suppose, 
from the numeroas channels into \, hich it is dh·;d~d. 
The macilines, therefore, are placecl .,lellS tl,e L.lnks, 
and consequently thesi;: people are not so wdl ~;'lP
plied with 11Sh as the village which has be;;!l already 
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de'scribed, nor do they appear to possess the sam~ 
industry. The inhabitants of thl: last house accom. 
panied us in a large canoe. They recommended u! 
to leave ours here, as the next village was but at 
a small distance from us, and the water more rapid 
than that which we had passed. They informed us 
also, that we were approaching a cascade. I directed 
them to shoot it, and proceeded myself to the foot 
thereof, where I re-embarked, and we went on with 
great velocity, till we came to a fall, where we left 
our canoe, and carried our luggage along a road 
through a wood for some hundred yards, when we 
came to a village, consistinga{)f six very large houses, 
erected on pallisades, rising twenty-five feet from 
the ground, which differed in no one circumstance 
fmm those alI'eady described, but the height of theil' 
elevation. They contained only four men and their 
fa~nilies. The rest of the inhabitants were with liS 

and in the small houses which we passed higher up 
the river.'" These people do not seem to enjoy the 
abundance of theil' neighbors, as the men who re
turned from fishing had no more than five salmon; 
they refused to sell one of them, but gave me one 
roasted of a very indifferent kind. In the houses 
there were several chests or boxes containing differ
ent articles that belonged to the people whom we 
had lately passed. If I were to judge by the heaps of 
filth beneath these buildings, they must have been 
erected at a more distant period than any which we 
had passed. From these houses I could perceive the 
termination of the river, and its dischal:ge into a nar
row arm of the sea. 

As it was now half past six in the evening, and the 
weather cloudy, I determined to remain here for the 
night, and fO!' that purpose we possessed ourselves 
of one of the unoccupied houses. The remains ot: 
our last meal, which we brought with us, !.erved for 
our supper, as we could not procure a single fish 
from the natives. The course of the river is about 

• Mr. Johnstone e.me to Ibese houses the first day of tbe preceding montIL 
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west, and the distance from the great village upwards 
of thil,ty-si'C miles, There we had lost our dog', a 
circumstance of no small rer-n:t t:) me. 

Saturday 20. \'/e rose;t a very early hour this 
morning, when I propooed to the Indians to run 
down OUI' canoe, 01' procure anothel' at this place. To 
both these pro;lOsals they turned a cleaf ear, as they 
imagined tbat I should be sati,fied with lnving come 
in sight of the sea. Two of them percmpclll':lr' r;:
fused to proceed; but the otha two having consented 
to continue with us, we ohtained a hlrger canoe than 
our former one, and thQug-h it was in a leaky state 
we WCl'e glad to possess it. 

At about eight we got out of the river, which dis
charges itself oy various channels into an arm of the 
sea. The tide was out, and had left a large space co
vered with sea-weed. The surt'ounding hills were ill
volved in fog. The wind was west, which was a-head 
of us, and very strong; the bay appearing to be 
!i",'om one to three miles in breadth. Ao we advanced 
'along the land we saw a gl'eat number of sea-otters. 
We tired several shots at them, but without any S\lC

cess from the rapidity with w hicb they plunge under 
the water. \Ve also saw many sl11;:tll porpoises or di
vers, The white-heaued eagle, which is common in 
the interior parts; some small gulls, a dark bird 
.... hich is inferior in size to tile: )!;ull, and a few smail 
ducks, were all the birds which presented them
selves to Ou!' view, 

At two in t\1" afternoon the swell was so hi2;h, and 
the wind, which wa:; against us, bO boi5terous, that 
we could not proceed with OUt' leaky ve,se!, wc there
€ore landed in a small cove on the right Gide of the 
bay. Opposite to us appeared anotbel' small bay, in 
the mouth of which is an island, and where, accol'L!
ing to the information of the I nclians, a river dis-
charges itself that abounds in salnton. , . 

OUI' young Indians now discovered a vc:y eVl(len~ 
disposition to leave us; and, in the eVe11111g, one ot 
them made his escape. 1\11'. ,\la,kay, however, wit.h 
tJ1e other, pursued and brought him back; but as It 
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was by no means necessary to detain him, par~icuJar
Iy as provisions diu not abound with us, I gaye him a 
sm"ll portion, with a pail' of shoes, which were ne
cessary for this journey, and a silk handkerchief, tel
ling him at the same time, that he might go and in
form his friends, that we should also return in three 
nights. He accol'llingly left us, and his companion, 
the young Chid', went ,,'itb him. 

""Vhen we lanckd, the tide was going out, and at a 
quarter past four it was ebb, the water having fallen in 
that short period eleven feet andan half since we ldt the 
river, not a quarter of an hour had passed in which we 
did not see porpoises and sea-otters. Soon after ten 
it was high water, which rendered it necessary that 
our baggage should be shifted several times, thougll 
not till some of the things h~_d been wetted. 

\Ve were now reduced to the necessity of lookin~' 
ent for fresh water, with which Vie were plentifully 
supplied by the rills that ran down from the mountain,. 

\Vhen it was dark, the young Chief returned to us 
bearing a Luge porcupine on his hack. He lint 
cut the animal open, and having disencumbered it o( 
the entrr,ils, threw them into the ~ea ; he then sing-cd 
its skin, ami boiled it in separale pieces, as our kettle 
"'as not sufficiently capacious to contain the whole: nol' 
did he go to rest, till, with the a&sistance of two ormy 
people who bappened to be awake, every morsel of it 
-;vas devou red. 

I had flattered myself ,yilh the hope of getting a 
distance of the moon and stars, but the cloudy weather 
continually dis-appointed 1I1e, and I began to fear that! 
should fail ill thi, important object; particularly as our 
provisions were at a very low ebb, and we had, as yet, 
[,0 reason to expect any assistance from the natives. 
Our stock was, at this time, reduced to twenty pounds 
weight of pemmican, fifteen pounds of rice, and six 
pounds of flour, among ten half-starved men, in a 
Jeaky vessel, and on a barb:;.rous coast. QUI' course 
from the river was about "est-south-west, distance 
tell miles, 
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~unday 21. At forty minutes past four this morn
ing it was low water, which made fifteen feet perpen
dicular height below the high-water mark of last night. 
Mr. Mackay collected a quantity of small muscles, 
which we boiled. Our people did not partake of this 
regale, as they are wholly unacquainted with sea shell
fish. Our young chief being missing, we imagined 
that he had taken his flight, but, as we were prepar
ing to depal't, he fortunately mad~ his appearance 
from the woods, where he had been to take his rest 
after his feast of last night. At six we were upon the 
water, when we cleared the small bay, which we na
med Porcupine Cove, and steered west-south-west for 
seven miles, wethen opened a channel about two miles, 
and an half wide at south-south-west, and had a view 
of ten or twelve miles into it. As I could not ascer
tain the distance from the open sea, and being uncertain 
whether we were in a bay, or among inlets and chan
nels of islands, I confined my search to a proper place 
fOl'taking an observation. vVe steered, therefore, 
along tht: land on the left, west-noi'th-west a mile and 
an half; then north-west one fourth of a mile, and 
north three miles to an island; the land continuing to 
run north-north-west, then along the island, south
south-west half a mile, west a mile ami an half, and 
from thence directly across to the land on the left 
(where I had an altitude) south-west three miles. ,. 
From this position a channel, of which the island we 
left appeared to make a cheek, bears north by east. 

Under the land we met with three c~_noes, with 
fifteen men in them, and laden with their moveable., 
as if pl'oceeding to a new situation, 01' retUl'~lin6 to a 
former one. They manifested no kind of mlstrmt or 
fear of us, but entered into conversation with our 
young man, as I supposed, to obtain some informa
tion concerning U5. It did not appear that they were 
the same people as those we had lately seen, as they 
spoke the language of our young chief, with adiffer
ellt accenL They then examined every thmg ~e 
had in our canoe, with an ail' of indifference and dls
elaine One of them in particular made me understand, 
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with an air of i:nsolence, that a larg-e canoe had lately 
been in this bay, with people in her like me, and that 
one of them, whom he called Macllhah, had fired on 
him and his fl'iends, and then Ben8in8 had struck him 
on the back, with the flat part of his sword. He also 
mentioned another name, the articulation of which I 
'could not determine. At the same time he illustrated 
these circumstances by the assistance of my gun and 
sword; and I do not doubt but he well deserved the 
treatment which he describ€d. He also produced se· 
veral European articles, which could not have been 
long in his possession. From his conduct and ap· 
pearance, I wished very much to be rid of him, and 
flattered myself that he would prosecute his voyage, 
which appeared to be in an opposite direction to our 
course. However, when I prepared to parl from 
them, they turned their canoes about, and persuaded 
my young man to leave me, which I could not pre· 
vent. 

\Ve coasted along the lanel" at about west·south· 
west for six miles, and met a canoe with two boys In 
it, who were dispatched to summon the people on that 
part of the coast to join them. The troublesome fel· 
low now forced himself i'nto my canoe, and pointed 
out a narrow channel on the opposite shore, that led 
to his village, and requested us to steer towards it, 
which I accordingly ordered. His importunities now 
became veey id~some, and he wanted to see every 
thing we had, particularly my instruments concern· 
ing 'I'hich he mmt have received information from 
mJ:' young man. He asked for my hat, my handkel" 
chlef, and, in short, every thing he saw about me. At 
the same time he frequently repeated the unpleasant 
intelligence that he had been shot at by people of my 
COIOI', At some diotance from the land a channel 
opened to us, at south.west by west, and pointing that 
way, he made me understand that lIfacubah came 
there vfith his large canoe. \Vhen we were in mid· 
channel, I perceived some sheds, or the remains of 
old buildings, on the shoee; and as, from that dr-

• Named by V~ncouver King'. I.land, 



North-West Continent of America. 38'> 

.:umstance, I thought it probable that some Europeans 
might have been there, I dil'ectecl my steersman to 
make for that spot. The traverse is upwards of three 
miles north-west. 

We landed, and found the ruins of a village, in a 
situation calculated for defence. The place itself was 
overgrown with weeds, and in the centre of the hOllses 
there was a temple, of the same form and construc
tion as that I described at the large village. vVe 
were soon followed by ten canoes, each of which con~ 
tained f!"Om three to six men. Thev informed us that 
we were expected at the village, wl~ere we should see 
many of them. From their general deportment I was 
very apprehensive that some hostile design was medi
tated against us, and for the fil'st time I acknowledg
ed my apprehensions to my people. I accordingly 
desired them to be very much upon their guard, and 
to be prepared if any violence was offet'ed to defend 
themselves to the last. 

\Ve had no sooner landed, than we took possession 
of a rock, where there was not space for more than 
twice our uumbet', and which admitted of our defend
ing ourselves with advantage, in case we should be 
attacked. The people in the three first canoes, were 
the most .troubiesome, but, after doing their utmost 
to irritate us, they went away. They were, however, 
no sooncr gone, than an hat, an handkerchief, and 
several btller articles, wel'e missing. The rest of OUl" 

visitOl's cOHtinued their pressing invitations to ac
company them to their village, but finding our resolu
tion to decline them was not to be shaken, they about 
sun·set rdieved u~ from from all further imporluni
ties, by their depal'tUl'e. 

Another canOt, however, soon arrived, with ~e'·en, 
stout wtll-Iooking men. They brou~ht a box, which 
contained a vtry nne sea-otter skin, and a goat-skill, 
that was beatii'ully white. Fa]' the former they de
manded my hanger, whi<.h, as may well ue supposed, 
could not b-: spared in our prCEt:nt bitu.. Il, and they 
actllally refused to take a vard and an L.::· of common 
broad cloth, with some othel' articles, for the skin, 

Kk 
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same time, to humor their fears, I consented that 
they should put every thing into the canoe, that we 
mig'ht be in a state of preparation to depart. The 
two canoes now approached the shore, and in a short 
time five men, with their families, landed very quiet
ly from them with much apparent admiration and 
astonishment. My altitude, by an artificial horizon, 
g'ave 5:;;° 21' 3]"; that by the natural horizon was 
52° 20' 48" north latitude.'" 

These Indians were of a different tribe from those 
'which I had already seen, as our guide di:d not under
!'tand their language. I now mixed up some vermi
lion in melted grease, and inscribed, in lat'ge charac
ters, 011 the south-east face of the rock on which we 
had slept hlst night, this brief memorial-" Alexander 
•• Mackenzie, from Canada, by land, the twenty
" second of July, one thousand seven hundred and 
" ninety-three." 

As I thought that we were too near the village, I 
consented to leave this place, and accordingly pro
ceeded north-east three m-iles, when we landed on It 
point, in a small cove, where we should not be readi
ly seen, and could not be attacked except in OUI' 
front. 

Amon.g othel: articles that had been stolen f\'Om us, 
at our la~t station, was a sounding-Hne, which I il:
tended to have employed in this bay, though I should 
not probably have fOl:lnd the bottom, at any distance 
from the shore) as the appearance both 6f the \I ater 
and land indicated a great depth. The latter display
ed a solid rock, ri.sing, as it appeared to lne, fi'om 
three to seven hundred feet above high-water mark. 
\Vhere any soil was scattered about, there we I'e ce
dat's, spruce-firs, white birch, and other trees of large 
growth. From its precipices issued streams of fine 
water, as cold as ice. 

The two canoe5 which we had left at our last sta
tion followed us hither; and when they were prepar
ing to depart, our young chief embarked with them. 
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I was determined, however, to prevent his escape, 
and compelled him, by actual force, to come on shore, 
for I thought it much better to inclll' his displeasure, 
than to suffer him to expose himself to any untoward 
accident among strangers, or to I'eturn to his rathel' 

. before us. The men in the canoe made signs for him 
to go over the hill, and that they would take him on 
board at the other side of it. As I was necessarily 
ulgaged in othet' matters, I desit'ed my people to take 
care that he should not run away; but they llel'emp
torily refused to be employed in keeping him against 
his will. I was, therefore, reduced to the necessity 
of watching him myself. 

I took five altitudes, and the mean of them was 29. 
23. 48. at 3. 5. 53. in the afternoon, by the watch, 
which makes it slow apparent time 

Ih 2'2111 38' 
In the forenoon it was 1 21 44 2 44 22 

Mean of Loth 
Dtfference nine hours going of the time-piece slow 

22 It 
8 

2~ 19 

I observed ~.n emersion of Jupiter's third satellite, 
which ga\-e to 3,,' 21" difference of longitude. I 
then ob,erved an el1l'~l'sion of Jupiter's first satellite, 
which gave 8. 31. 4'5. The mean of these observa
tions is 8° 32' 2" which is equal to 128. 2. west of 
Greenwich. 

I had now determined iny situation, which is the 
most fortunate circllmstanc~ of my long, painful, and 
perilous journey, as a few cloudy days would have 
prevented me [rom ascertaining the finctllongitude 
of it.'" 

* Mr. Meares was undoubtedly ""Tong in the inca. so earn':'stJy insisted (,Tl by Idm, 
in hl:. v.oyage. that lhere was a nonh-wt:~t pr.lctlcable p.l~:.ag.; LO the soutbward of 
~I;"lr-nme degrees and an half of lantude, <1::. I j~J.trcr myself Ius been proved by 
my r,)rm:r voyag~. Nor can I re;lal~ from expre~sing my s\~q~nse at hlb absertlOn, 
tf~.:t there \VJS an Inland sea, or arc1Hoeldgo, of great extent, between th, IS..i1l ts. 
ct ;-"'O(Jt1:;) ao.d (he mam, about the latitude where I was at thiS HIDe. Indeed t I 
hll"': !A"_D 11J1"l"I1?-.::\lhat Captain Grey, who (o11l'.n.:mded ,m American \'css'·\, and 
on w\(o:ie aqlh Inl\.' he venlured tlw. 0plillun, d~Ol~b that he had gIven Mr ~f('.lres 
any ~u('h lII'or:TlJtion, BeSides, the clmtrary IS II1dubllJ.uly pioved by CdptalJ,l 
VancouV~J'~ .wIVer, {'l"Om which no 31JpcJ.I can be made. 

K kz 
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At twehc it was high water, but the tide did notcome 
within a foot and an half of the high water mark of 
last night. As soon as I had completed my o!JserVa
tions, we left this place; it was then ten o'clock in 
the evening. 

'Ve returned the same way that we came, and 
though the tide was running out very strong,br keep
ing close in with the rocl,s, we proceeded at a consi
derable rate, as my people were very anxioms:to get 
out of the reach of the inhabitants of this coast. 

Tue8day 23. During our course we saw several 
fires on the land to the southward, and after the day 
dawned, their smokes were visible. At halfpast four 
this morning we arrived at our encampment of the 
night of the 21st, which had been named Porcupine 
Cove. The tide was out, and considerably lower than 
we found it when we were here before; the high
water mark being above the place whel'e we had 
made our fil'e. This ihlctuation must be occasioned 
hy the action of the wind upon the water, in those 
lIarrow channels. 

As we continued onwards, towards the river, we 
saw a canoe, well manned, which at first made from 
us with great expedition, but afterwards waited, as if 
to reconnoitre us; however, it kept out of our way, 
and allowed us to pass. The tide being much lower 
than when we were here before, we were under the 
necessity of landing a mile below the village. We 
ouserved that stakes were fixed in the ground along 
the bay, and in some places machines were fastened 
to them, as I afterwards learned, to intercept 
the seals and otters. These works are very extensive, 
and must have been erected with no common labol'. 
The only bird we saw to day WaS the white-headtd 
eagle.* 

Our guide directed us to draw the canoe out of the 
reach of the tide, and to leave it. He would not wait", 
howe:er, till this operation was performed, and I did 
nut msh to Itt him go alone. I therefore followed 

... Thi, bay ·wos now nallled Mackenzie', Oullet., 
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him through a bad road encumbered with underwood. 
When we had quitted the wood, and were in sight of 
the hQuses, the young man being about fifteen or 
twenty paces befol'e me, I was surpri~ed to see two 
men running down towards me from one of the houses, 
with daggers in their hands, and fury in their aspect. 
From their hostile appeal'allce, I could not doubt of 
their purpose. I therefore stopped short, threw down 
my cloak, and put myself in a postlll'e of defence, 
with my gun presented towards them. Fortunately 
for me, they kllew the effect of fire'arms, and instant
ly dl'opped their daggers, which were fa~tened by a 
-string to their wrists, and had before been held in a 
menacing attitude. I let my gun also fall into my 
left hand, and drew my hanger. Several others soon 
joined them, who were armed in the same manner; 
and among them I recognized the man whom I have 
already mentioned as being so troublesome to us, and 
who now repeated the names of Macubah dnd Benzins, 
signifying, at the same time, by his action, as on a 
former occasion, that he had been shot at by them. 
Until I saw him my mind was undisturbed; but the 
moment he appeared, conceiving that he was the cause 
of my present perilous situation, my resentment pre
dominated, and, if he had come within my reach, I ve
rily believe, that I ShOllld have terminated his inso
lence for ever. 

The rest now approached so near, that one of them 
contrived to get behind me, and grasped me in his 
arms. I soon disengaged myself fl'om him; and that 
he did not avail hil)'lself of the opportunity which he 
had of plunging his dagger into me, I cannot conjec
ture. They certainly might have overpowered me, 
and though I should probably have killed one or two 
of them, I must have fallen at last. 

One of my people now came out of the wood. On 
his appearance they instantly took to flight, and with 
tile utmost speed ~ought shelter in the houses from 
which th:y had issued. It was, however, upwards of 
tell minutes befol'e all my people joined me; and as 
they came one after the other, these people might 
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llave successiveJy dispatched everyone of us. If they 
had killed me, in the first instance, this consequence 
woulel certainly have followed, and not one of us would 
have returned home to tell the horrid fate of his com
llanions. 

After having stated the danger I had encountered, 
I told m;' people that I was determined to make these 
natives feel the impropriety of their conduct towards 
us, anJ compel them to rdum my hat and cloak which 
they had taken in the scuffle, as ,,'ell as the articles 
previously pudoilled from us; for most of the men 
who were in tbe three calLes that we first saw, wel'e 
now in the: \iIla~~e. I therefor;: told my n;~n to prime 
their piet es afresh, and prepare themselves fOl' ac
tive Ilse of them, if the occltsion should reqlllre it. 

"Ve now drew up before the house, and made signs 
fOl' someonetoeor,u:: dO\\n tous. At length our young 
chief appeared, anrl told us that the men belonging to 
the canoes had not olliv informed his friends, that N.C 

hac! treated him very iiI, but that we had kilied j~ur 
of theil' conlDaniolls whom he had met in the lMV. 
'\-\Then I had ~xplained to them as , .. ell as it was in n~y 
power, the falsehuJd or such a story, I inbistcc\ (,il 

the restoration of every thing that had been taken from 
us, as well as a nece~sary supply of fish, as the condi
tions of my departlll'e; aecol'cling-Iy the things were 
restored, and a few dried fi,h along with them. A 
reconciliation now took place, but aliI' guide or young 
chief was so much tClTiliC't1 that he would remain no 
lon;;t:r willl us, and requested us to follow \1 ith his 
father's canoe, or mi'Scbief would fullow. 1 determin
ed, hO\\'''ia, before WI' departure, to take an ob'ierva
tion, and at noon got a meridian altitude, making' thi~ 
place, which I ,named Rascal's YiUage, 52. 23. 43. 
llorth latitude. 

On my informing the naliY~s that we wan~ed some
thing more to eat, thev brou~ ht us t\', 0 salmons; and 
When we signified that Ill: h~d no IJoies to ~ct lle ca:
lloe a:;ainst the current, they weI e furei:,l.ing with 
cl/ual a)"crity, so ~n:;ious wer;; they for our depul S'Jl'\;, 
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I paid, however, for every thing which we had receiv
ed, and did not fOI'g;et the loan of the canoe. 

CHAPTER XII. 

lteturn up the river. Slow 'Progress of the canoe, from the streng-th of the current. 
The hostile party of the 11,l.Iives precede us. Impetuous c(-)nd-uct of my people. 
Continue our very ted,ous voyage. C(llue to !)oJ-ne houses; recelved wHh 
great kindne':ls. Arrive at the principal, Ol" 531moll Village. Our t>1(!sent re
ception very different from th;!t we expenenced an our former VISIt. Con
tinue our journey. Circumstances of It. Fmd our dog. Arrive .1t tile Upper, 
or Fnendly Village. i\·leet with a very kind reception. Some further <h'-CUunt 
of the mJnners and customs of ilS 1I1habitallts. Brief vocabulary of thelf lan
guage. 

jll/V'lT 
1190. HE current of the river was so strong, that I 
should have complied with the wishes of my people, 
and gone by land, but one of my Indians was so weak, 
that it was impossible for him to perform the jour
ney. He had been ill some time; and, indeed, we 
have been all of us more 01' less affiicted with colds. 
on the sea coast. Four of the people therefore set off 
with the canoe, and it employed them an hour to get 
half a mile. In the mean time the native, who has 
been already mentioned as having treated us with 
so much insolence, anc\ foUl' of his companions went u]? 
the river in a canoe, which they had above the rapid, 
with as many boxes as men in her. This circumstance 
was· the cause of fresh alarm, as it was generallY conclud
ed that they would produce the same mischiefanddan
gel' in the villages above, as they had ill that below. 
Not, wa" it forgotten that the young chief had left U'> 

in a manner which would not be interpreted in ou\, 
favor by his f"ther and £t'iends. 

At length the canoe anived, and the people eleel at'
ed ill the most unreserved terms, that they would pro
ceed no further in h(::l'; but when they wcre madt: ac~ 
quainted WIth the circumstances which have just beC;1\ 
described, their violence increased, and the greatel' 
part of the men announced theil' detel'mination to at
tempt the mountains, and endeavor, by pasbing over 
them, to saill the road by which we came to the first 
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village. So resol vecl were they to pm'sue this plan, 
that they threw every thing \~hich they had into the 
l'iYer, except their bbnkets. I was all this time sit
ting patitntly on a stone, and indulging thr:: hope that, 
when theil' frar,tic terror had ~ubsided, their return
ing r",ason would have disposed them to perceive the 
rashness of their project; but when I observed that 
t,hey persisted in it, I no longer remained a silent 
listener to theil' passionate declarations, but proceeded 
to employ such arguments as I trusted would turn them 
fl'om theirsenselcss and impracticable purpose. Af
ter reproving my young Indian in very severe terms, 
for encoul'aging the rest to follow their mad design of 
pas,ing the mountains, I adr-::o~cd myself genel'alLy to 
them, stating the cli£.iculty of ascending the mountains, 
the etel'l1al snO,i s -,-,iLl1 which they \\ ere covered, our 
small stock of provioions, II hich two days would' ex
haust, and the con~e'lu~nt probability that \\ e should 
pel'ish with colel and hunger. I urged the folly of 
being affectecl by the ai.u'", of danger which might not 
exist, and if it did, 1 enccmragcd tht 111 with the meanli 
we pos5essed of surmounting it. Nor did I forget to 
urt;e the inhumanity al:d in inju5tice of kaving the 
poor 5ick Indian to Lmguish and die. I abo added, 
that as my partiCllI"r object had been accoml'lishcd, I 
had now no other but Ollr common safety; that the 
sole wi~h of my heart \\ as to employ the best means 
in my power, and to pur~ue tht. best method" hich my 
underst<mciing could suggtst, to secure them [liid my
self from every danger that mi,jht impede our return. 

,My steersman, who had been with me for nye 
years in that capacity, instal1lly rejJlied that he y. as 
ready to follow me wherever 1 should go, but that he 
would ne,'er again enter that canoe, as he had soiemn
ly sworn he would not. while he was in the rapid. 
His example was followed by all the rest, except two, 
who embarked with IVlt_ l\lackay,* myself and the 
5>ick Indian. The current, however, was so strong, 
that we dragged up the greatest part of the "lay, by 

It isbut c0l11:mon )ustice to him to mentioD. in this p1ace that I llad every reor 
SQll to be sJtl>ned wltb!lis cond uct, 
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the branches of trees. Our progress, as may he 
imagined, was very tedious, and attended with un
common labol'; the party who went by land being 
continually obliged to wait for us. Mr. Mackay's gun 
was carried out of the canoe and lo~t, at a time when 
we appeared to stand in very great need of it, as two 
cano~s, with sixteen or eighteen men, were coming 
«own the stre::tm; and the apprehensions Iyhich they 
occasioned did not subside till they shot by us ~ ith 
great rapidity. 

At length we came in sight of the house, when we 
saw our young Indian with six others, in a canoe com
ing to meet us. This was a very encouraging cir
cumstance, 4lS it s~,ti3fied us that the nati ves who 
had preceded, and ,""h~5e m:.ligmmt designs we had 
every reason to s\]',:'ect, had not been able to preju
dice the people against us. \ if e, therefure, landed at 
the house, where we ",vc:re receiv"cl in a friendly man
ner, and having procllred some lis:1, we proceeded on 
our journey. 

It was almost dark w 1,en we arri,"ed at the next 
hOLlse, and the first persons IV ho prest-nted themsehes 
to our observation, were the turbulent Indian anel his 
fQur companions. Tbey were not very agreeable ob
jects; but we were nevc'ftheless well received by the 
inhabitants, " .. ho pre~ented us \vith fish and berries. 
The Indian·, who ca\l~.ed us EO much alarm, we now 
discovered to be inhabitants of the iElanc!s, and trade I S 

in val'i()u~ articles, such as cedar-bark, prepared to be 
wove into ill''(S, ti,h-spawn, copper, iron, and bea(~s, 
the latt~t' of whic;1 they ~~d 011 their own C')~,st. FOI' 
t!, :"e they t'(::cei\'~ in cycllallge roasted salmon, hem
locldJurk c .. : kre';, anel the other kind made of salmon 
roes, sorrtl, and Lilter berries. Having procured as 
much fish as would serve us 1'01' OUt' sup[',\.'!', and the 
meals of tbe next day, all my people went to rest ex
cept one, "ith whom Ikept the tir,t walc],. 

TVt'lillC8r/W/2.>' ..<\fter twelve last ni:~llt, I calkcl IIp 

Mr. Mackaj·, and one of the men, to -relieY~ u~, bl.;( 
a, a general tranquillity appeared to pre';~l\ 111 the 
place, I recommended them to return to lh~ll' rest. I 
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was the first awake in the morning, and sent M,'. 
:Mackay to see if our canoe remained where we left it; 
but he returned to inform me that the islanders had 
loaded it with their articles of traffic, and were ready 
to depart. On this intelligence I hurried to the wate,' 
side, and seizing the canoe by the stem, I should cer
tainly have overset it, and turned the three men that 
were in it, with all their merchandize, into the river, 
had not one of the people in the house, who had been 
very kind to us, informed me that this was their own 
canoe, and that my guide had gone off with ours. At 
the same moment, the other two Indians who belonged 
to the party ,jumped nimbly into it, and pushed off with 
all the haste and hurry that their fears may be sup
posed to dictate. 

VVe now found ourselves once more without a 
guide or a canoe. We were, however, so fortunate 
as to engage, without much difliculty, two of these 
people to accompany us; as, from the strength ofthe 
curren t, it would not have been possible for us to have 
proceeded by water without their a~sistance. As the 
house was upon an island, we fenied over th~ pedes
trian party to the main bank of the river, and contiu
ed 0111' cout'se till our conductors came to their fishing 
ground, when they proposed tq,land us, and out' small 
portion of bagg'age ; but as Out' compallions were on 
the opposite shore, we could not acquiesce, and after 
some time persuaded them to proceed further with 
us. Soon after we met the chief, who had regaled us 
in our voyage down the rivee. He was seining Le
tween two canoes, and had taken a considerable quan
tity of salmon. He took us on board with him, and 
pl'oceeded upwards with great expedition. These 
people are surpri~ingly skilful and active in setting 
against a strong current. In the );oughest pal't they 
almost filled the canoe with water, by way ofasportive 
alarm to us. 

lYe landed at the house of the chief and he im-
l' I ' me(.late y placed a fish before me. Our people noW 

appeared on the opposite bank, when a canoe was sent 
for them. As soon as they had made their meal of 



North-West Continent oj America. 3!!'J7 

fish, they proceeded on theil' route, and we follow-eel 
.them, the chief and one of the natives having under
taken to conduct us. 

At five in the afternoon we came to two houses, 
which we had not seen in going down. They ,were 
upon an i,.land, and I was obliged to send for the 
walking party, as our conductors, from the lateness of 
the hour, refu~ed to proceed any further with us till 
the next day. One of our men, being at a small dis
tance fl'om the others, had been attacked by a female 
bear, with two cubs, but another of them arrived to 
his rescue, and shot her. Their fear:> probably pre
vented them from killing the two young ones. They 
brought a part of the meat, but it was very indifferent. 
We were informed that our former guide, or young 
chief, had pa~sed this place, at a very early hour of 
the morning, on foot, ' 

These people take plenty of another fish, beside5 
salmon, which weigh from fifte\!n to forty pounds. 
This fish is broader than the salmon, ·of a greyish co
lour, and with an hunch on its back; the flesh is white, 
but neither rich nor well flavol'\!d. Its jaw and teeth 
aloe like those of a dog, and the hitter are larger and 
stronger than any 1 have ever seen in a fish of equal 
sizt!; those in front bend inwards, like the claws of a 
bird of pl'ey. It delights in shallow water, and its 
nath"e name is Dilly. 

"Ve received as many fish and berries fr(}m these 
people as completely satisfied our appetites. The 
laltel' excelled any of the kind that we had seen. I 
saw, also, three kind., of goosebelTies, which, as we 
passed thl'Ough the woods, we found in .great abun
dance. 

Tlmrsday 25. I arose before the sun,and the wea
ther was very fine. The men who wel'e to accompany 
us went to visit theil' machines, and brought back 
plenty of fish, which they strung on a rope, and left 
then1 in the river. vVe now embarked thirteen in a 
canoe, and landed my men on the south bank, as it 
would have been impracticable to have stemmed the 
.tide with such a load. The under-wood was so thick 

Ll 
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'that is was with great difficulty they could pass 
throngh it. At nine weweTe under the necessity of 
waiting to ferry them over a river from the south, 
which is not fordable. After some time 'we came to 
two d~serted houses, at the fr.mt of a rapid, beyond 
which our hoatmen absolutely refused to conduct us 
by water. Here was a ,'oad'which led opposite to the 
village. \Ve had, howeveT, the cur;"sity to'visit the 
houses, which were erected'upon posts; and we stif
fered'very sev~rtly for the indulgence of it; for the 
floors were coven:d with fieas, and we were immedi

.ately in the same condition, for which we had no re
medy but to take to the watel'. There was not a:spClt 
round the houses free hom grass, that was riot aliTe, 
.as it were, with this vermin. 

Our guides proposed to condnct 115 on our way, 
and we followed them on a well-beaten track. They, 
however, went so fast, that we could not all of us keep 
IIp with them, particnlarly our sick Indian, whose si
tuation was very emba\Tassing to us, and at length 
they contrived to escape. I very much wished for 
these men to have accompanied us to the village, 
in order \0 do away any ill impressions which might 
have arisen from the young e::hief'., report to his fa
.ther which we were naturally led to expect would 
110t be in our favor. 

Thi!! road conducted us through the finest wood of 
cedar tree5 that I had e::ver see::n. I measured several 
of them that were:: twenty-four feet in the girth, and 
of a proportionate height. The alder trees are also 
of an uncommon size::; several of them Were sevt.n 
feet and an half in circumference::, and ro~e to for~y 
feet without a branch; but my men declared that 
they had, in their progress, seen m\lch larger of both 
kinds. The other wood was hemlock, white birch, 
two species of spruce firs, willows, &c. Many of the 
large cedars app.~ared to have been examined, as I 
suppose, by the natives, for the purpose of making 
canoes, but finding them hollow at heart, they were 
suffered to stand. There was bl,lt little underwood, 
lim1 the soil was a black, rich mould, which would 
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well reward the trouble of cultivation, From the. re
mains of bones on certain spo.ts, it is probable that the. 
nati ves may have burnet! the dead in this wood. 

As it was uncertain what our reception might be at 
the villag.c, I examllled every man's arms and ammu-· 
nition, and ga\-e Mr. Mackay, '''ho had unfortunately 
lo.t his gun, one of my pibtols. Our late conductors 
had infol'lued us that the man whom we left in a dying 
state, and to whom I had administered some Tur
linglon's bal<;am, was dead; and it was by no mean& 
improbaule that I might· be suspec..ted of hafOtening 
his end. 

At one in the afternoon we came to the bank of the 
river, which wa$- opposite to the village, which ap
peared to be in a state of perfect tranquillity. Several 
of the natives were fishing above and below the weir, 
and they very readily to.uk IlS over in their canoes. 
The people now hUlTied down to the water-side, uut I 
perceived none of the chief's family among them. 
They made sig'ns for me to go to bis house; I·signified 
to them not to crowd about us, and indeed eh'ew a line,. 
bey,ond whic~l I made them understand thl'Y must not 
pass. I now directed 1\11'. Mackay, and the men to. 
T(lmain there, with theil' C\rms in readiness, and to 

k.cep the natives at a distance, as I was determined to 
go alone to the chief'~ house; and if they should heal' 
the report of my piSlols, they were ordered to m;lke 
the best of their way from the:;e people, as it would 
then be equally fruitless and dangerous to attempt the 
giving me any assistance, as it would be only in the 
last extl'emiLr, and when I was certain of their in
tention to d~stroy me, that 1 should discharge my 
pistols. My gun I gave to Mr. Mackay, .whe~l, 
with my loaded. pistols in my belt, and a pOlllar~ 111 

my hand, I pl'Occed~d to the abode of the chief. 
I had a wood to pass in my way thiJ.her, which was in
tersected by various pa~hs, and. I took one that led to 
the bol.ck inst.ead of the front of the house ; and as the 
whole had: been v.ery much altered. since I was here 
Qefore, I c(mcluded. that 1 had lost my way. But I 
~Qntinue.d to. pr.oc.eeclJ an.d.. SOoll Illet w.ith. t.he cm.e('s 



400 Journal oj a Voyage through the 

wife, who informed me, that he was at the next house. 
On my going round it, I perceived that they had 
thrown open the gable end~, and added two wings, 
nearly as long as the body, both of which were hung 
rounel with salmon as close as they could be placed. 
As I could discover none of the men, I sat down up
on a large stone near some women, who were sup
ping on salmon roes and berries. They invited me to 
partake of their fare, and I was about to accept of 
their invitation, when Mr. Mackay joined me, as 
both himself and all my parly were alarmed at my be
ing; alone. Nor was his alarm lessened by an old 
man whom he met in the wood, and who made use 
of signs to persuade him to return. As he came 
without his gun, I gave him one of my pistols. When 
I saw the women continue their emplorment without 
paying the least attention to us, I could not ,imagine 
lhat any hostile design "Was preparing against us. 
Though the non-appearance of the men awakened 
smne degree of suspicion that I should Flot be receiv
t:d with lhe same welcome as on my formel' visit. 
At length the chi€'f appeared, and his son, who had 
been OUI' guide, following him: displeasure. was 
painted in the old man's cOilnLnance, al1d he held in 
ilis hand i bead tobacco pouch whi-ch belonged to 
MI'. Mackay, and the young chief had purloined 
from him. \Vhen he had approached within three 
or fout, yards of me, be threw it at me with great in
dig'nation, and walked away. I followed him, how
':'c'er, until he had pas'Sed his son, whom I took by 
the hand, but he did llot make any very cordial re
turn to my saint.Hion: at the same time he made 
signs for me tv dischat'ge my pistol, and give him 
my, hanger, which 1\'11'. Mackay had brought me, but 
I did not par the least attention to either of his de
mands. 

\lVe now joined the chief, who explained to me 
that he was in a state of deep distress fm'the loc,s of 
his son, and made me under~tand that he had cut off 
his.hair and blackened hi!> face on the melancholy 00-

~Slon. He also represented the alarm which he had 
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as he: app,reh,ended we had killt:d him, 01: had all of 
us perish~d together. When he had finished his. l'\4r
rative, I to~k. him. aud his son b-y their ha.n.ds, and 
requested them to come with me to tbe place wJ+ete 
r had· left my people" who wer.e rejoiced to see us re
ll\rn, having been in a state of gl'eat anxiety from 
our lon.g absence. 1 immediately remunerated the 
young chief tor his, com.pany and assistance in Qur 
"\Ioyage to tlJe sea, as well as his father, for his 1'01'

'mftl' attentions. I gave them, cloth and knives, and, 
indeed, a portion of cv,cry thing which now remained 
to us. The pn:sents had the desired effect of resto
Iiing us· to theil' favor; but these people are of so 
changeable a nature, that there is no security wilh 
them. I procured three robes and two otter-skins, 
and if! could have given such articles in exchange as· 
they preferred, I should probably have ob~ained, 
Il10re. I now represented the length of the waY 
which I had to go; and requested some fish to sup
port us· on Otlr. journey, when he desired Us to follow 
him to the honse, wl1ere mats were immediately ar
ra.nged· and a fish placed before each of us. 

\Ve were now informed, that. our dog, whom we 
had lost, had been howling abo.ut the Village eVer 
since we leEl it, and that tlley had reason to believe he 
left the woods at night to em the fish he could find 
aLout the houses. I immediately dispatched Mr. 
Mackay, and a man, in search of the animal, but 
they retumed without. him., 

\'Vhen I manifested my intention to proceed on my 
i(lUrney, the chief.voluntarity sent fm' ten roasted "al
mon, anel having attended us with his son, and a 
great number of his people, tothe last house in the 
village, we took our leave. It was then half past 
three in the afternoon. 

I elil'ected Mr. Mackay to take the lead, and th~ 
others to follow him· in India.n files, at a long and 
roteady. pace, as I determilled to bring up the rear. I 
adopted this measure. from a confusion that was ob" 
scryabl.e am()l;lgthe. natives which I did not comp~'e., 

. Ll.;L 
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hend. I was not withont my suspicions that Some 
mischief was in agitation, and they were increased 
from the confused noise we heard in the village. At 
the same time a considerable number came running 
after us; some of them making signs for us to stop. 
and others rushing by me. I perceived also, that 
those who followed us were the strangers who live 
among these people, and are kept by them in a state 
of awe and subjection; and one of them made signs 
to me that we were taking a wrong road. I immedi
ately called out to Mr. Mackay to stop. This was 
naturally enough taken for an alarm, and threw my 
people into great disorder. When, however, I was 
under,tood, and we had mustered again, our Indian 
infOl'med us, that the noise we heard was occasioned 
by a debate among the natives, whether they should 
stop us or not. \Vhen, therefore, we had got into. 
the right road, I made such arrangements as might 
be necessary for our defence, if we should have an 
experimental proof that our late and fickle friends 
were converted into enemies. 

Our way was through a forest of stately cedars, be
neath a range of lofty hills, covered wi-th rocks, and 
without any view of the river.. The path was well 
beaten, but rendered incommodious by the large 
stones which lay along it. 

As we were continuing our route, we all fdt the 
sensation of having found a lost friend at the sight of 
our dog; but he appeared, in a great degree, to have 
lost his former sagacity: He ran in a wild way back
wards and forwards; and though he kept our road, I 
could 'lot induce him to acknowledge his ma5ter. 
Sometimes he seemed disposed to approach as if he 
knew us : and then, on a sudden, he would turn a~·,ay, 
as if alarmed at our appearance. The poor animal 
was reduGed almost to a skeleton, and we occasionally 
dropped something to ~upport him, and by degrees he 
recovered his former sagacity. 

"Vhen the night came on we stopped at a small dis. 
tan, from the river, b~t did not vent~l'e to m.ake ,a 
fire; Every man took hiS tree, and laid down III hl$, 
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clothes, and with his arms, beneath the shade of its 
branches. We had removed to a short distance from 
the path; no centinel \vas now appointed, and every 
one was left to watch for' hi s own safety. 

Friday 26. After a very restless, though undis
turbed night, we set forward as soon as day appeared, 
and walked on with all possible expedition, till-we got 
to the upper, which we now called Friendly Village. 
and was the first we visited on our outward journey. 

It was eight in the morning of a very fine day when 
we arrived, and found a very material alteration in 
the place 5ince we left it. Five additional houses had 
been erected and were filled with salmon : the in
crease of inhabitants was in the same proportion. "\IVe 
were received with great kindness, and a mesenger 
was dispatched to inform the chief, whose name was 
Soocomlick, and who was then at his fishing-weit·, of 
our arrival. He immediately returned to the village 
to confirm the cordial reception of his people; and 
having conducted us to his house, entertained us with 
the most respectful hospitality. In short, he behaved 
to us with so much attention and kindness, that I did 
not withhold any thing in my power to give, which 
might afford him satisfaction. I presented him with 
two yards of blue cloth, an axe, knives, and various 
other articles. He gave me in return a large !ihell 
which resembled the under shell of a Guernsey oyster, 
but somewhat larger. Where they procure them I 
could not discover, but they cut and polish them for 
bracelets, ear-rings, and other personal ornaments. 
He regretted that he had no sea-otter skins to give 
me, but engaged to provide abundance of them when
ever either my friends or myself should return by sea.; 
an expectation which 1 thought it right to encourage 
among these people. He also earnestly requested 
me to bring him a gun and ammunition. 1 might 
have procured many curious articles at this place, but 
was prevented by the consideration that we must 
have carried them on our backs upwards of three hun
dred mil~s. through a mountainous country. The. 
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young chief, to his other IU:ts of kindness" added, as 
large a supply offish as \'\Ie chose to take. 

Our v,isit did not. oCGasiol1: any par-ticular iaterru.IP· 
tion of the ordinary occupation of tile people; especi
ally of the women, who were employed in boiling 
sorrel, and different. kinds of berries, with salmen
roes, in large square kettles, of cedar wood. This 
pottage, when it attained a certain cG'nsisteH€Y, they 
took out w\th la.dles, and poured it into ft:ames of 
about twelve inches square. and one deep, the bottom 
being CQ\lel'ed Wilh a ja,rge lea£, which were then ex
posed to·the sun till their contents beca.me so many 
dt'ied<.:akes. The I'oes that are milted up with the 
bitter berl·ies,. are prepared in. the same way.. FI'om 
the quantity of th15 kind of pl'Qvision, it must be a 
principaL article of food, and probably of traffi.c. 
These people have also portable chests of cedar, in. 
which they pack them, as well as. their salmon, both 
d,ried and roasted. It appeal'ed to me, that they eat 
no flesh, except such as the sea may afford them, a~ 
that of the sea-otter and the seal. The only instance 
we observed to the contral1Y, was in the young Indian. 
who accompanied us' among th.e islands, alld ha.s 
been already mentioned as feasting on the flesh of a 
pl!lfcupine ; whether this be their custom through
Qut the year, ai' only durin-g the season of the salmon 
fuhery; or, whether there wer.;;: Imy casts of them, as 
in India, I cannot pretend to determine. It i$ certain, 
however, that they are not hunters, and I have alrea
,ly mentioned the abhorrence they expressed at some 
venison which we brought. to their village •. During 
Qur fmmer visi.t to these people, they, requested us 
n~t to discharge <:lUI' fire-arms, lest.the report should 
frighten away the. salmon, but now they expl'essed a 
wish that I should explain.the use and management of 
them. Though their demeanor to us was of the most 
friendly nature, and they appeared without any arms. 
t!ll.cept a few who accidentally had their daggcl's, I did 
not think it altogether prudent to discharge our pieces; 
I therefore !ired one of my pistols at a lrt:e markt:d for 
the purpose, when I put four out of Dve buck shot, 
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with which it was loaded, into the circle, to their ex
treme astonishment and admiration. 

These people were in general of the middle stature, 
well-set, and better clothed with flesh than any of the 
natives of the intel'iOl' country. Their faces are round, 
with high cheek bones, and their complexion between 
the olive and the copper. They have small grey eyes 
with a tinge of red; they have wedge heads, and their 
hait, is ofadark bl'own color, inclining to black. Some 
weat' it long, keep it well combed, and let it hang 
loose over their shoulders, while they divide and tie it 
in knots over the temples. Others arrange its plaits, 
and bedawb it with brown earth, so as to render it 
impervious to the comb; they, therefore, carry a 
bodkin about them to ease the frequent irl'itation, 
which may be supposed to proceed fl'om such a stale 
of the head. The women are inclined to be fat, wear 
their hail' short, and appear to be very subject to swel
letllegs, a nulady that, probably, proceeds fl'om the 
poslul'e in which they are always sitting: as they are 
c;liefly employed in the domestic engagements of Bpip
ning, weavin~, pl'epal'ing the fish, and nursing their 
children, which did not appear to be numerous. 
Theil' cradle differed from any that I had seen; it 
consisted of a frame fixed round a board of sufficient 
length, in which the child, after it has been swathed, 
is placed 011 a bed of moss, and a conductor contrived 
to carry off the urinary discharge. They are slung 
over one shouldet' by means of a cord fa!.tened under 
the othet', so that the infant is always in a po,ition to 
be readily applied to the bl'east, when it require,:; nou
rishment. 1 saw seve\'ul whose heads we:'c inclosed in 
boards covered with leather, till they attain tile form 
of a wedbe. The women -weal' no clotbing but the 
robe, eitllel' loose or tied round 111<: middle with a 
gil'dle, as the occasion may l'eqllire, with the addi
tion of a fring-ed apron, alt'eady mentioned, and a 
cape, in the form of an inverted bowl or dl"b. To. 
the robe and cap, the men add, when it l'ains, a cir
culal' mat with an opening in the middle sufficient to 
admit tile head, which, exteudin!j ovel' the shoulders, 
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throws off the weto They also occasionally wear 
shoes of dressed moost>-skill, for which they are in
debted to their neighbors. Those pal'ts, which,among 
all civilized nations, are covered from familiar yiew, 
are here openly exposed. 

They are altogether dependent on the sea and rivers 
for theil' sustenance, so that they may be considered as, 
a stationary people; hence it is tha: the men engage 
in those toilsome employments, which the tribes who, 
suppert themselves by the chase, leave entirely to the 
women. Polygamy is permitted among them, though, 
according to my observation, most of the men were 
:.atisfied with one wife, with whomj however, chastity 
i~ not considered as a necessary virtue. I saw' but 
one woman whose under-lip was split and disfigurct\ 
with an appendant ornaml:nt. The men fl'e'lllently' 
bathe, and the boys al'e continually in the water. 
They have nets and lines of various kinds and sizes, 
which are made of cedar bark, and would not be 
known from those made of hemp. Their hooks con
sist of two pieces of wooel or bone, forming when fix
ed together, an obtuse angle. 

Theil" spears, 01' darts, are from four to sixteen 
feet in length; the barb, or point, beillg fixed in a 
socket, when the anirmd is stl'lIck, 5lips from it: 
thus the barb being fastened by a string to the handle, 
remains as a buoy; or, enables the aquatic hunter to 
tire and take his pl'ey. T hey are. employed against' 
sea-ottel's, seal.;, and lal'ge fish. 

Their hatchets are made principally. o£ about [our
teen inches of har-iron, fixed into a wo~den handle,as I 
have already described them; though they have some 
of bone 01' hOI'n; with these, a mallet and wooden 
wedge, they hew their. timbers and form theil' planks. 
They must also have otber tools with which th6Y 
complete and. polish their work, but my stay was so 
short, my anxiety so great, alld my situation so criti~ 
cal, that many circumstances may be supposed to 
hav~ escaped me. 

Their canoes are made out of the cedar tree. and 
will car.ry from eight, to fifty persona. 
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Their %'arlike weapons, which, as far as J ,eould 
,judge, they very seldom have occasion to employ, are 
bows and'arrows, 'spears, and dagge1'5. The al'rows 
are such as have heen already described, but rather 6£ 
~ slig:lter make. The bows are not more than two feet 
4tIKi an hal£ in length; they are formed of a slip oft'ed 
'cedar; the grain being on one side untouched with 
,any tool, while the other is secured with sinews attach
'ed it it by a :kind of glue. Though this weapon has 
,a very slender 'appearance, it throws an arrow with 
.great force, and to a considerable distance. Their spears 
,al'e about ten feet long, and pointed with iron. Their 
daggers are of various kinds, being of British, Spanish, 
,and American manufactul'es. 

Theil' household fumiture consistsofboxes, troughs, 
,and dishes' formed of wbod, with different vessels made 
i()f -\vatape. These are employed, according to their 
'sevel'al applications, to contain their valuables and pro
'visions, as well as for culinary purposes, and to can'y 
~water. The women make ,use of muscle-shells to 
,split and clean their fish, and which are very ,well 
adapted to that; purpose. 

Theil' ornaments are necklaces, collars; bracelets for 
.he arms, wrists, and legs, with ear-rings, &c. 

They burn their dead, and display their mourning, 
by cutting their hair short, and blackening their faces. 
Though I saw several places where ·bodies had been 

. burned. I was sUI'prised at not seeirig any tomb 01' 

<memorial of the dead, particularly wht:n their neigh. 
·bors are so superstitiously, attelltive to the erection 
'and preserVation of them. 

From the number of their canoes, as well as the 
quantity of their chests and boxes, to contain their 
moveables, as well as the insufficiency of their houses, 

-to guard against the rigors of a severe winter, and 
the appearance of the gl'Ound around their habitations, 
it is evident that these people reside here only during 
the summer 01' salmon season, which does not pl'oIJa
bly last more than three months. It may be reason a

,bly infelTed, therefore, that they· have ,iIlages on. the 
·sea-coast, which they inhabit .during the rest of the 
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year. There it may be suppose(~ they leave the sick, 
and infirm, and the aged; and thither they may bear 
the ashes of those who die at the place of their sum
mer re~idence. 

Of their religion I can say but little, as my means 
of observation were very contracted. I could ,disco
ver, however, that they believef1l in a good and an evil 
spirit: and that the)! have some forms of worship to 
{;onciJiate the protection of one, and perhaps to avert 
the enmity of the other, rs apparent from the temples 
which I have described; and where, at stated periods, 
it may be presumed they hold the fea~ts, and perform 
the sacrifices, which their religion, whatever it may 
be, has instituted as the ceremonials of their public 
worship. 

From the very little I could discover of their go
"ernmcnt, it is altogether different from any political 
regulation which had been remarked by me among 
the savage tribes. It is on this river alone that one 
man appe:ars to have an exclusive and hereditary right 
to what was necessary to the existence of those who 
are associated with him. I allude to the salmon weir, 
or fishing-place, the sole right to which confers on the 
chief an arbitrary power. Those embankments 
could not have been formed without a very great and 
associate:d l .... bOl·; and, as might be supposed, on the 
condition that those who assisted in constructing it 
should enjoy a participating right in the advantages 
to De derived from it. Neverthde&s, it evidently ap
peared to me, that the chief's power over it, and the 
people, was unlimited, and without control. No one 
could fish without his permission, or carry home a 
larger portion of what he had cau ght, than was set 
apart for him. No one: could build an house without 
his consent; and all his commands appeared to be fol
lowed with implicit obedience:. The people at large 
seemed to be on a perfect equality, while the strangel's 
am?ng ~hem ' .. ,ere obliged to obey the: commands of the 
natlYt!S 1I~ ge:naal, 01' quit the village. They appear to 
be of a fnendly d~spositi?n, but they are subject to sud~ 
den gusts of passiOn, which m'e as quickly componcd ; 
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lnd the transition is instantaneous, from violent irrita
tion to the most tranquil demeanor. Of the many tribes 
of savage people \\' hom I have seen, these appear to be 
the mast 51,,,c~ptible of civilization. They might soon 
be brought to cultivate the little ground about them 
which is capable of it. There is a narrow border ot, 
a rich, black soil, on either side of the river, over a 
bed of gravel, which would yield any grain 01' fruit, 
that are com mOll to similal' latitudes in Europe. 

The very few wonls which I collected of their lan-
guage, al'e as follow :-

Zmlilk, SalUl(tn. ._ 
Dilly, A fish of the size of a s.lmon, with catline te .... 
Sepnas, Hair of the he.d. 
KieU5, An axe. 
CloUgU9, Eyes. 
ltzas, Teeth • 
.Ma-3cza, Nose. 
lch~yeh, Leg. 
Shous-slleYI Hand. 
lVd.lts, Dog. 
Zla~achle, II uuse. 
Zimnez, Bark mat robe. 
CoulouD, Beaver or otter ditt.. 
Dichts, Stone. 
Neach, Fire. 
Ulkall, Water. 
Gits com, A lUlt. 
5hjg~imiat Tbread. 
Till-kewan, Chest or box. 
Thlogatt, Cedar bark. 
AchimlJul, Beads got upon their coast. 
lI~eaiette, A bonnet. 
Couny, A clam-shell. 
Nochasky. A dish composed of berries and !ainron. rOls. 
Cailli'e, What 1 

CHAPTER XIII. 

.J..eave the Friendly 'Village. Attentions of t~e natives at our departure. Stop t. 
divide our provisions. Be~in to ~!.cend ttle mountains. Circumstance:. of thl! 

i:~d~t. M~~~~~11 ~~d~~~~e:h·er:.rr~~rt\~~~ !al~~~,rl~O~ ~~r~l~e o~h~/~~ti~r~s ~~ 
a state of pel feet security and preservation. Mean~ employed to compel tIle 
restoration of articles which were afterwards stolen. PLocet:d on our hOffit!
ward.bouml vuya~e. Some accollnt of th(#nal1ves on the river. The CJnoe is 
run on..t rock, &c. Circumstances of the vorage. ~nter the .JYeace River. 
Matemellt of courses. COlltinue our roule. Circumstances of It. Proceed 
onwards in a Sffi<\Jl canoe, with an Indian, to the lower fort, leaving the 
re<,t of the peOple to follow}ne. Arrive at Fort Chepewyan. The vO}'age 
concluded. 

Y¥ly'J A . h . 1 fl' I l793, T eleven In t e mornmg we e t t liS pace, 
which I called Friendly Village, accompanied by every 
man belongin;;- to it, whoM:nded us about a mile, 
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when we took a cordial leave of them ; and if we might 
judge from appearances, they parted from liS with 
regl'et. 

In a short time we haIted, to make a division of our 
fish, and each man had about twenty pounds weig'ht 
of it, except Mr. Mackay and myself, who were con
tent with shorter allowance, that we might have less 
weight to carry. 'Ve had also a little flour, and some 
pemmican. Having completed this arrangement with 
all possible expedition, we proceeoed onwards, the 
ground rising gradllaIly, as we continued OUl' route. 
When we were clear of the wood, we saw the moun
tain towering above, and appareBtly of impracticable 
ascent. \-Ve soon came to the fork of the river, which 
was at the foot of the precipice, where the ford was 
three feet deep, and very rapid. Our young Indian, 
though much recovered, was 'still too weak to cross 
the water, and with some difficulty I itarr ied him over 
on my back. 

It was now one in the afternoon, and we had to a;cend 
the summit of the first mountain before night came 
on, in order to look for water. rleft the sick Indian, 
with his companion and one of my men, to follow us, 
as his strength would permit him. The fatigue of as
cending these precipices I shan not attempt to de
lScribe, and it was past five when we arrived at a 
spot where we could get water, and in such an extre. 
mity of weariness, that it was with great pain any of 
liS could crawl about to gather wood for the necessary 
purpose of making a fire. To relieve our anxiety, 
which began to increase every moment, for the situ~
tion of the Indian, abollt seven he and his companions 
arrived; when we consoled ourselves by sitting round 
a blazing fire, talking of past dangers, and indulging 
the delightful reflection that we were thus far ad
vanced on our homeward journey. Nor was it possi. 
ble to be in this situation without contemplating the 
wonders of it. Such was the depth of the precipicei 
below, and the height of the mountains above, with 
the rude and wild magniHcence of the scenery around, 
that I shall not attempt to describe sl:ch an astonishing 
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and awful combination of objects; of which, indeed, 
no description can convey an ackquate idea. Even at 
this place, which is only, as it were, the first step to
wards gaining the summit of the mountains, the climate 
was very sensibly changed. The ait, that fanned the 
village which we left at noon, was mild and cheering; 
the grass was vertlant, and the wild fruits ripe around 
it. But here the snow was not yet dissolved, the ground 
was still bound by the frost, the herbage had scarce 
begun to Spt'jng, and the crowberry bushes were just 
beginning to blossom. 

Saturday 27. So gt'cat was our fatigue of yes ter
day, that it was late before we proceeded to return 
over the mountains, by the same route which we had 
followed in ot11' outward journey. There was little or 
no change in the appearance of the mountains since 
we passed them, tlwugh the weather was very fine. 

Sunday 28. At nine this morniHg we arrived atthe 
spot, where we slept with the natives on the 16th in
stant, and found our pemmican in good condition 
where we had buried it. 

The latitude of this place, by observation, when I 
passed, I found to be 52. 46. 32. I now took time, 
and the distance between sun and moon. I had also 
an azimuth, to ascertain the vari"tion. 

We continued our route with fine weather, and with
out meeting a single person on our way, the n .. ~", 
being all gone, as we supposed, to the Great River. 
We recovered all our hidden stores of provisions, and 
arrived about two in the afternoon of Gunday, Aligust 
the 4th at the place which we had left a month before • 

. A considerable number of Indians were encamped 
on the opposite side of the small t'iver, and in conse
quence of the weather, confined to their lodges: as 
they must have heard of, if not seen, us, and ourarnu; 
being out of order from the rain, I was not satisfied 
with our situation; but did not wbh to create au alarm. 
'Ve, therefore, kept in the edge of the wood, and cal
led to them, when they turned out like so many: furies, 
with their arms in their hands, and threatemng de
!jtruction if we dared to alll>roach their habhatiollli.' 
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We remained in our station till their passion and all
prehensions .had subsided, when our interpreter gave 
them the necessary information respecting us. TIley 
proved to be strangers to us, but were the relations of 
.those whom we had already seen here, '<lnd who, as 
they told us, were upon an island at some dist:lnce up 
the river. A messenger was accordingly sent to in
form them of our arrival. 

Monday 5. On examining the canoe, and our pro
perty, which we had left behind, we found it in perfect 
5afety; nOl' wal) there the print of afoot near the spot • 
. We now pitched our tent, and made a blazing fire and 
I treated myself, as well as Lhe peo.ple, with a dram t 
.but we had been so long without tasting any spirituous 
liqllor, that 'we had lost a relish for it. 11le Indians now 
arrived f!'Om above, and were re warded for the care 
they had taken of our property with such articles a$ 
were acceptable to them. 

At nine this morning I sent five men in the canoe 
for the various articles we had left below, and they soon 
rtturned with them, and except some bale goods, 
which had got wet, they were in good order, particu
larly the provisions, of which we were nolV in grea~ 
need. 

Many of the natives ani ved both from the upper 
and lowe;- parts of the river, eaQh of whom was dre5-
"'':''] ~,) a L"oll'cr l'C,t;c,:. 1 ptll'chased fifteen of them; 
and they prefl.!lTed large knives in exchange. It is an 
extraordinalY circumstance that these people, who 
might have taken all the property we left behind us, 
without the least [,,"\1' of detection, ~hould leave tbat 
untouched, ancl pUt'loin any of our utensils, which our 
tonfidenc~ in their honesty gave them a reacly oppor
tunity of taking. In fact, several articles were mis
sipg, ancl as I was very anxious to avoid a quarrel 
with lile natives, in this stage of OUI' journey. I told 
those who J't:mained IL:ar us, without any appearance 
of anger, that their relations who were gone, had no 
idea of the mischief that would result to them from 
t<lking our property. I gravely added, ttlat the sal
mQIl, which wall not only their favorite food, but ab-
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!!olutely necessary to their existence, came from the 
sea which belonged to us white men; and that as, at 
the entrance of the river, we could prevent thosa fish 
from coming up it, we possessed the power to starve 
them and their children. To avert our anger, there
fore, they must return all the articles that had been 
stolen fl'om us. This finesse succeeded. Messengers 
were disp:ttched to order the restoration of every thing 
that had been taken. vVe purchased several larg!! sal
mon of them, and enjoyed the delicious meal whicb 
they afforded. 

At noon this day, which I allotted for repose, I got 
a meridian altitude, which gave 53. 24. 10. I also> 
took time. The weather had been cloudy at inter
vals. 

Tuesday 6. Every necessary preparation had been
made yesterday for us to continue our route to-day; 
but before our departure, 50me or-the natives arrived 
with part of the stolen articles; the rest, they said,. 
had been taken by people down the river, who would 
be here ill tbe course of the morning, and recom
mended their children to our commiseration, and 
themselves to our forgiveness. 

The morning was cloudy, with small rain, never
theless I ordered the men to load the canoe, and we 
proceeded in high spirits on findiLlg ourselves once 
more so comfortably together in it. We landed at an 
house on the fil'~t island, where we procured a few 
s:tlmollr and four fine beaver-skins. There had beell 
much more rain in these parts than in the country 
above, as the water was pouring down the hills in tor
rents. The river consequently rose with great ra
pi(lity~ and very much impeded oUt' progress. 
. The people on this river are generally of the mid

dle size, though I saw many tall men among them. 
In the cleanliness of their persons they resemble ra
ther the Beaver Indians than the Chepewyans. They 
al'e ignorant of the use of fire arms, and their only 
weapons are bows and anows, and !lpears. They 
catch the larger animals in snares, but though theiv 
wuntry abounds in them, and the rivers and la.kea 

Mm2 
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!'roclllc,~ plenty of fish, they find a difficulty in sup
sup]lCJrlin,; '_!icms,,!ves, and are never to be seen but III 
snLlll b~nds o;t";o orthrec Lt!11ilies. There is no re
,;uhtl' Sd,el'ument amon'S them; nor do they appear 
to llave a su:!icient commlll1ication or nndcl'standing 
with each other, to def:nd themselves u"uinst an in
vading enemy, to whom they fall an easy 'iJrey. They 
have all the aninuls common on the west side of the 
mountains, except the buffctloe and wolf; at least we 
saw non'O of the lattel', and thel'e being' none of the 
formcl', it is el·ident that theil' progress is from th~ 
south-east. The laoguage is spoken, with very little 
exception, from the extent of my t,'avels down this ri
ver, and in a direct line from the Bo"th-t;ast head of 
it in tile i.ltitl1d~ 53 0 or 540 to Hudson's liay ; so that 
a Chepewyan, from which tribe they have all sprung, 
might leave Churchill Rin,l', amI proceedillg in every 
direction to the norlh-west of thi~ line, without knowing 
anylanguabe c:{ce:::: :1is own, would unckl'stand them 
all; I except the Ilatil'e~ of the ~ea coast, who are al
t-obether a di ff"""nt people. As to the peopk to the east
ward of this lil-cr, 1 am !lot qualifi'"d to speak of them. 

At twelvc we ran Ollr canoe upon a rock, so that we 
wcre oblig-.:d to land in order to J>epai;' the injlllT she 
had received; and as the raiil came Oll with great do
lence, we remained hcre f01' the night. The salmon 
were now dli"'ing up the current in such IMge shoa~s, 
that the water seemed, as it were, to be covered with 
the fins of them. 

lV.:dne&day 7. About nine this morning the weather 
deal'ed, and we embarked. The shual!! of salmon 
continued as yestcnlay. There were fl(:O(luent show
er:'l throughout the clay, and every brook wasclduged 
ioto a river. The water had risen at least one foot 
and an Iwlf perpenclicubr in the I,\st twenty-four hours. 
]n the elusk of the evening we bnclecl for the nit:;ht. 

> l/mrsda;; 8. The water continued rising during the 
I1lght; so til,,:. we WCl'e dlslurbed twice in the course 
of it, to l'tolnOl-C our bag,;as-e. At &ix. ill the morning 
We were Oll Ollr way,a11d pl'Oceeded with continual 
and la\J:Jl'ic us chtnion, from the incre;).scd rapidity of 
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the current. After having passed the two carrying 
places of Hocky Point, and the Long Portage, we en
camped for the night. 

Friday 9. \Ve set ofr-at five, after a rainy night, 
and in a foggy morning. The water still retained it& 
height. The sun, howevel', soon beamed upon us; 
and our clothes and baggage were in such a state that 
we landed to dry them. After some time we re-em
barked, and arrived at our first encampment on this 
river ahout evening. The water fell cOII:liderdbly in 
the course of the day. 

Saturday 10. The weather was cloudy with slight 
showers, and at five this moming we embarked, th~ 
watel' falling as fast it had risen. This circumstance 
arises from the mountainous state of the country on 
either side of the river, from whence the water ru!h
es down almost as fast it falls from the heavens, with 
the addition of the snow it melts in its way. At eight 
in the evening we stopped for the night. 

Sunday I I. At five this morning we proceeded with 
cJe2.r weathcl·. At ten we came to the foot of the 
long rapid, which we ascended with poles much easier 
than we expected. The rapids that were so strong, 
and violent in our passage downwards, were now so 
reduced, that we could hardly belieYe them to be the 
same. At sun-set we landed and encamped • 

.l1fonday 12. The weather wasthe same as yesterday. 
~nd we -were on the water at a very early hoUl'. At 
iline we came to a part of the river where there was 
little or no current. At noon we landed to gum the 
canoe, when I took a meridian altitude, which gave 
54. II. 36. north latitude. \Ve continued our route 
nearly east, and at three in the afternoon approached 
the fork, when I took time, and the distance between
the sun and moon. At four in the afternoon we left the 
main branch. The current was quite slack, as the wa
ter had fallen six feet, which must ha\'e been in the 
course of three days. At sun·set we landed and took 
OUI' station fOl' the night. 

Tuesday I S. There was a very heayy rain in the 
night, and th:: morning was cloudy; we rennved aui' 
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voyage, however, at a very early hour, and came t. 
the narrow gut between the mountains of rock, which 
was a passage of some risk; but fortunately the state of 
the water wa'> such, that we got up without any diffi
culty, and had more time to examine these extraoraj,L 
nary rocks than in our outward passage. They are as 
perpendicular as a wall, and give the idea of a succes
sion of enormolls Gothic churches. vVe were now 
closely hetnmed in by the mountains, which have lost 
much of their snow since our former passage by them. 
We encamped at d late hOlli', cold, wet, and hungTY: 
for such was the Mate of Oelr provisions, that Olll' ne
cessary allowance did not answer to the active cra
vings of our appetites. 

IVeinesday 14. The weather was cold and raw, with 
small rain, but our necessities would not suffer us to 
wait for a favorable change of it, and at half past five, 
we anived at the swampy carrying-place, between 
this branch and the small rivtr. At three in the af
ternoon the cold was extreme, and the men could not 
keep themselves warm, even by their violent exer
tions which OUI' situation required; and I now gave 
them the remaindel' of our rum to fortify and support 
them. The canoe was so heavy that the lives of two 
of them were endangered in this horrible carrying 
place. At the same time it must be observed, that 
from the fatiguing circumstances of our journey, and 
the inadequate state of" our provisions, the natural 
strength of the men had been greatly diminished. 
We encamped on the banks of the bad rive I'. 

Thur8day 15. The weather was now clear, and the 
sun 5hone upon us. The water was much lower than 
in the downward passage, but as cold as ice, and, 
~n:O\·tunately, the men were obliged to be continually 
m It to drag on the canoe. There were many embat'-
ras, through which a passage might have been made, 
but we were under the necessity of calTying both the 
canoe and baggage. 

About hun-set we arrived at our encampment of the 
13th of June, where some of us had nearly taken ou~ 
etemal voyage. The legs and feet of the men were: 
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'0 benumbed, that I was very apprehensive of the 
consequences. The water being low, we made a 
search for our bag of ball, but witl1011t 5Uc,cess. The 
river was full of salmon, and another fish like the 
black bass. . 

Friday 16. The weather continued to be ·the same 
as yesterday, and at two in the afternoon we came to 
the carrying-place which leads to the first small lake ; 
but it was 50 filled with dr;ft-woocl, that a considerable 
portion of time was employed in "making our way 
through it. We now reached the high land which 
separates the source of the Tacoutche Tesse, or Co
lumbia Rivel', and Unjigah, or Peace River: the lat
ter of which, after receiving many tributary streq.ms, 
passes through the gr-eat Slave Lake, and disemboguer. 
Itself in the Frozen Ocean, in latitude 69i. north, lon
gitude 135. west f!'Om Greenwich; while the former, 
confined by the immense mountains that nm nearly 
pq.rallel with the Pacitic Ocean, and keep it in a 
southern course, empties itself in 46. 20. north lati
tude, and longitude 124-. west from Gre~nwich. 

If I could have spared the time, and had been able 
to exel't myself, for I was now afflicted with a swel
ling in myaneles, so that I could not even walk, bu' 
with great pain and difficulty, it was my inltlllion to 
have taken ~ome salmon alive, and colonised them in 
the Peace River, though it is yery doubtful whelhftF 
that n5h would ii\'':; in wa.ters t:,:..t hart not a commu
nication with the sea. 

Some of the inhabitants had been here since wt 
passed; and I apprehend, that 011 seeing our road 
through their country, they mistook us for enemies, 
and had therefore deserted the place, dlich is a most 
convenient station; as on one side thcl'e is a great 
plenty of white fisil, and trout, jub, carp, &c. and on 
the other, abundance of salmoll, and p~obably other 
fi~h. Sel'eral things that I had left here 111 exch~ng-e 
for articles which I had pos3essed mysel~, as obJe~ts 
of curiosity, I",el'e taken away. The whlrtle-Lel'l'leS 
were now ripe, and I'ery fine of their ki1ld. 

~aturday 17. The mornin~ was doudr, and at 
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five we renewed our progress. 'Ve were compelled 
to carry from the lake to the. Peace River, the pas
sage, from the falling of the watel', being whollyob
structed by drift-wood, The meadow through which 
we passed was entirely inundated; and from the 
lItate of my foot and ancle, I was obliged, though 
with great reluctance, to submit to be carried ()ver it. 

, At half past seven we began to glide along with the 
curl'ent of the Peace River; and almost at every ca
noe's length we perceived beaver roads to and from the 
river, At two in the afternoon, an object attracted 
our notice at the entrance of a sInal! river, whil;h 
proved to be the four beavet' skins, already mention
ed to have been presented to me by a native, and left 
in his possession to recd ve them on my return, I 
imagined, therefore, that being under the neceosity 
of leaving the river, or, perhaps, fearing to meet us 
again, he had ta>{en this metllOd to restore them ta 
me; and to reward his honesty, I left three times the 
vallie of the ~kins in their pl~ce. The snow appear
ed in patches on the mountains. At four in the af
ternoon we passed the place where we found the first 
natives, ancl lewded for the night at a late hour. In 
the cour~e of the day we callght nine outards, or Ca
nada geese, but thity were yet witl:Ollt their feathers. 

Sunday 18. As soon as it was light we proceeded 
on ou\' voyage, and drol'e on before the current, 
which was very much diminished in its strength, since 
we came up it. The water indeed was so low, that 
in many parts it exposed a gravelly beach. At cleven 
we landed at our encampment of the seventh of June, 
to gum the canoe and dry our clothes; we then re
embarked, and at half past five arrived at the place, 
where I lost my book of memorandums, on the 
fourth of June, in which were certain courses and 
distances bt;tween that day and the twenty-sixth of 
May, which I had now an opportunity to supply. 
They were as follow: 

,Nor'th-north-west half a mile, east by north half a 
llllle, north by east a quartel' of a mile, north,· west by 
west a quarter of a mite, west-south-west half a. mile, 
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.orth·west a mile and a quarter, north·north-west 
three quarters of a mile, north by east half a mile, 
north-we~t three quarters of •• mile, west half a mile, 
north-west three tjlliirters of a mile, west-north-west 
one mile and a qu.~rter, north three quarters of a mile, 
west by north one quarta of a mile, north-west one 
mile and an half, west-north-west half a mile, north
north-west three quarters of a mile, west one quarter 
cf a mile, north· north-east h8Jf a mile, north-north
west two miles, and north-west four miles. 

We were seven days in going up that part of the 
river which we came down to-day; and it now 
swarmed, as it were, with beavers aBd wild fowl. 
There was rain in the afternoon, and about sun-set 
we took our station for the night • 

. flilonday 19. \Ve had some small rain throughout 
the night. Our course to day was south-south-west 
three quarters of a mile, west-north-west half a mile, 
north half a mile, north-west by west three quarters 
I)f a mile, north by west half a mile; a small river 
to the kft, south-west by west three quarters of a 
mile, west-north-west a mile and an half, north-west 
by north four mile5, a rivulet on the right, west
north-west three quarters of a mile; a considerable 
rivet' from the left, north-north-west two miles, 
north half a mile, west-north-west one mile and an 
half; a rivulet on the right, nOl,th-west by west one 
mik amI a quarter, west-north-we~t one mile, west
south-west a quarter of a luile, north-north-west half 
a mile, north-west half a mile, west-south-west three 
quartet's of a mile, north-west by west three miles, 
west-south-west three quartt:rs of a mile, north-west 
by west one mile; a small river on the right, sOllth
west a quarter of a mile, west-north-west, islands, 
four miles and an half, a river on the left, north half 
a mile, west a quarter of a mile, north a quarter of a 
mile, north-west by we~t three quarters of a mile, 
north-north-east three quarters of a mile, north-west 
by north half a mile, west-north-" est a mile and an 
half, and north-west by north half a mile. The 
mountains were covered with fresh SI10"', whose 
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!!howers had dissolved in rain before they reached us.· 
North-west three quarters of a mile, south-west a 
quarter of a mile, north a mile and three quarters, 
west-north-west a mile and a quarter, north-west a 
mile and an half, north-north-west half a mile, west
north-west, a quarter of a mile, north half a mile; 
here the current was slack: north-west by north half 
a mile, north-west by we~t a quarter of a mile, north. 
north-west a quarter of a mile, north-west by west 
one mile and a quarter, north half a. mile, north
ea~t by north one mile and three quarters, south
we~t one mile and a quarter, with an island, north by 
east one mile, north··west. Here the other branch 
openc.d to us, at the distance of three quarters of a 
mile. 

I expected from the slackness of the current in this 
bl'aneh, that the western one would be high, but I 
found it equally low. I had every reason to believe 
that from the upper part of this branch, the distance 
could not be great to the countl'y through which I 
passed when I left the Great River; but it has since 
been determined otherwise by Mr. J. Finlay, who was 
sent to explore it, and found its navigation soon termi
nated by falls and rapids. 

The branches are about two hunclred 0 yards in 
breadth, and the water was six feet lower than on our 
upward passage. Our course, aftel' the junction, 
was north-north-west one mile, the rapid north-east 
do."on it three quarters of a mile, north by west one 
mile and a quarter, north by east one mile and an 
halt~ east by south one mile, north-east two miles and 
an half, east-north-east a quarter of a mile; a rivulet; 
east by south one mile and an half, north-east two 
miles, east-north-east olle mile, north-north-east a 
quarter of a mile, north-east by east half a mile, east
I;outh-ea,t a quarter of a mile, east-north:east half a. 
m~le, north-east two miles, north-east by east two 
mll~os anel a quarter. south-east bv east a quarter 
of. a mile, a rivulet from the left;' east by north a 
nule and an half, east by south one mile, east
Ilorth-east one mile and three quarters; a river 011 
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the right; north-nol'th-east three quarters of a mile, 
north-east a mile and an half, north-east by east 
a mile and a quarter, east· north-east half a mile, and 
north-east by north half a mile. Here we landed at 
our encampment of the 27th of June, from whence I 
dispatched a letter in an empty keg, as was mentioll
ed in that period of my jOUl'nal, which set forth our 
existing state, progress, and expectation. 

Tueaday 20. Though the weather was clear, we 
could not embark this morning before five, as there 
was a rapid very near us, which required day-light to 
run it, that we might not break our canoe on the rocks. 
The baggage we were obliged to carry. Our course 
was north by east a mile and an half, north-north-east 
a mile and all half down another rapid on the west 
side; it requires great care to keep directly between 
tlie eddy current, and that which was driving down 
with so much impetuosity. We then proceeded north_ 
north-west, a river from the right; a mile and aqur
ter, north-north-east a mile and an half j a river from a. 
the left; north one mile and three quarters, north-east 
two miles, north-east by east two miles and a quarter, 
east by north one mile, north-east by east four miles, 
a river from the left, and east by south a mile and an 
half. Here was our encampment on the 26th of May, 
beyond which it would be altogethet' superfluous for 
me to take the courses, as they are inserted in their 
proper places. 

As we continued our voyage, our attention was at
tracted by the appearance of an Indian encampment. 
We accordingly landed, and found there had been five 
fires, and within that number of days, so that there 
must have been some inhabitants in the neighbor
hood, though we were not so fortunate as to see them. 
It appeared that they had killed a number of animals, 
and fled in a state of alarm, as three of their canoes 
were left carelessly on the beach, and their paddles lay
ing about in disorder. We soon after came to the carry
jng-place called the Portage de la Montagne de Roche. 
Here I had a meridian altitude, which made the lati
tude 56. 3. 5 1. north. 

Nn 
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The water, as I have already observed, was much 
lower than when we came up it, though at the same 
time, the current appeared to be stronger from this 
place to the f<'lrks; the navigation, however, would 
now be attended with great facility, as there is a stony 
beach all the way, so that poles, or the towing line, 
may be employed with the best effect, where the cur-
rt:nt overpowers the use of paddleii. . 

\Ve were now reduced to a very short allowance; 
the disappointment, therefore, at not seeing any ani
mals wai proportioned to our exigencies, as we did 
not possess, at this time, more than waii sufficient to 
serve us for two meals. I now dispatched Mr. Mac
kay ami the Indians to proceed to the foot of the 
rapids, and endeavor in their way to procure some 
provisions, while I prepared to employ the utmost 
expedition in getting there; having determined not
withstanding the disinclination of my people, from 
the recollection of what they had suffered in coming 
that way, to return by the same route. I had ob
served, indeed, that the water which had fallen fifteen 
feet perpendicular, at the narrow pass below us, had 
lost much of its fonner turbulence. 

As dispatch was essential in procuring a supply of 
provisions, we did not delay a moment in making 
preparation to renew our pJ'ogress. Five of the men 
began to carry the baggage, while the sixth and 
myself took the canoe asunder, to cleanse her of the 
dirt, and expose her lining and timbers to the air, 
which would render her much lighter. About sun
set Mr. Mackay and our hunters returned with heavy 
Imrdens of the flesh of a buffalo: though not very 
tender, it was very acceptable, and was the only ani
mal that they had seen, though the country was co
vered with tracks of them, as well as of the moose
deer and the elk. The former had done rutting, and 
the iatt~r were beginning to run. Our people return
ed, havmg left their loads mid-wayan the carrying
place. ~Y companion and myself completed our 
undertakU1!j, and the canoe was ready to be carritm 
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in the morning. An hearty meal concluded the day; 
and every fear of future want was removed. ' 

Wedne8day 21. \Vhen the morning dawned we set 
forwards, but as a fire had passed through the portage, 
it wa!; with difficulty we could trace OUl' road in many 
part!:> ; and with all the exertion of which we were 
capable, we did not arrive at the river till four in the 
afternoon. vVe found almost as much difficulty in 
carrying our canoe down the mountain as we had in 
getting it up ; the men being not so strong as on 
the former occasion, though they were in better spi
rits; and I was now enabled to assist them, my an
ele being almost well. We could not, however, pro
ceed any furthel' till the following day, as we had 
the canoe to gum, with several great and small poles 
to prepare: those we had left here having been car
ried away by the water, though we had left them in a 
position from. fifteen to twenty feet above the water. 
mark at that time. These occupations employed us. 
till a very late hour. 

Thursday 22. The night was cold, and though 
the morning was nne and clear, it was seven before 
we were in a state of preparation to leave this place, 
sometimes driving with the current, and at other 
times shooting the rapids. The latter had lost much 
of their former strength; but we, nevertheless, 
thought it necessary to land very frequently, in order 
to examine the rapids before we could venture to run 
them. However the canoe being light, we very for
tunately passed them all, and at ~lOon arrived at the 
place where I appointed to meet Mr. Mackay and 
the hunters: there we found them with plenty of 
excellent fat meat, ready roasted, as they had killed 
two elks within a few hundred yards of the spot where 
we then were. When the men had satisfied their 
appetite:;, I sent them for as much of the meat as 
they could carry. In coming hither, Mr. Mackay 
informed me, that he and the hunters kept ~long the 
high land, and did not see or cross the lncitan path. 
At the same time there can be no doubt but the road 
fJIVm this lliace to the ullller I?at:t of the rapids is tQ 
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be preferred to that which we came, both for expe
flition and safety. 

After staying he1'e about an hour and an half, we 
l)roceeded with the stream, and landed where I had 
forgotten my pipe-tomahawk and seal, on the eigh
teenth of May. The former of them I now recovered. 

On leaving the mountains we saw animals grazing 
in every direction. In passing along an island, we 
tired at an elk, and broke its Ie;?;; and, as it was now 
time to encamp, we landed; when the hunters pur
sued the wounded animal, which had crossed oyer to 
the main land, but could not get up the bank. '\IVe 
went after it, therefore, in the canoe, and killed it. 
To give some notion of our appetites, I shall state 
the elk, or at least the carcase of it, which we brought 
away, to have weighed two hundred and fifty pounds; 
and as we had taken a very hearty meal at one o'clock, 
it might naturally be supposed that we should not be 
very voracious at supper; nevertheless, a kettle full 
of the elk-flesh was boiled and eaten, and that vessel 
replenished and put on the fit'e, all that remained, 
with the bones, &c. was placed, after the Indian 
fashion, round the fire to roast, and at ten next 
morning the whole was consumed by ten persnnsand 
a large dog, who was allowed his share of the ban. 
quet. This is no exaggeration; nor did any incon
venience result from what may be considered as an 
inordinate indulgence. 

Friday 23. "Ve were on the water before day
light; and when the sun rose, a beautiful country 
appeared around us, enriched and animated by large 
herds of wild cattle. The weather was now so warm, 
tha~ to us, who had not of late been accustomed to 
heat, it was overwhelming and oppressive. In the 
course of this day we killed a buffaloe and a bear; 
but we were now in the midst of abundance, and they 
"'c~e not sufficiently fat to satisfy our fastidious ap
l~etttes, s? we left them where they fell. \lVe landed 
lor the ntght, and prepared ourselves for arriving at 
the Fort on the fOllowing day. 

fklturday 24. The weather was the S8.me as ye~-
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terday, and the country increasing in beauty; though 
as we approached the Fort, the cattle appeared pro
portionably to diminish. We now landed at two 
lodges of Indians, WNO were as astonished to see us, 
as if we had been the first white men whom they had 
ever beheld. When we ha(~ passed these people, 
not an animal was to be seen on the borders of the 
river. 

At length, as we rounded a point, and came in 
view of the Fort, we threw out oudIag, and accom
panied it with a general discharge of our fire arms; 
while the men were in such spirits, and made such 
an active use of theil' paddles, that we arrived before 
the two men whom we left here in the spring, could 
recover their senses to answer us. Thus we landed 
at four in the afternoon, at the place which we left on 
the ninth of May.-Hel'e my voyages of discovery 
terminate. Their toils and their dangers, their soli
citudes and sufferings, have not been exaggerate~ in 
my descl'iption. On the contrary, in many instances, 
language has failed me in the attempt to describe 
them. I received, however, the reward of my labor_, 
fol' they were crowned with success. 

As I have now resumed the character of a trader, I 
shall not trouble my readers with any subsequent 
concern, but content myself with the closing infor
mation, that after an absence of eleven months, I ar
rived at Fort Chepewyan, where I remained, for the 
purposes of trade, during the succeeding winter • 

..................... 
THE following general, but short, geographical 

view of the country may not be improper to close 
this wOl'k, as well as SCTme remarks on the probable 
advantaryes that may be derived from advancing the 
trade of"'it, undel' proper regulations, and by the spirit 
f)f commercial enterprize. 

By supposing a line from the f\thmtic, east, to t:1e. 
Pacific, west, in the parallel of forty-five degrees of 
north l"tilude, it will, I think, nearly describe th:: 
British tel'l'itories in North America. For I am of: 
epini<m, that the extent of the country to the sou~ 

Nn2 
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of this line, which we have a right to claim, is equal 
to that to the north of it, which may be claimed by 
other powers. 

The outline of what I shall call the first division, is 
along that tract of country which runs from the head 
of James-Bay, in about latitude 51. North, along 
the eastern coast, as far north as to, and through, 
Hudson's Straits, round by Labrador; continuing on 
the Atlantic coast, on the outside of the great islands, 
in the gulph of St. Laurence, to the river St. Croix, 
by which it takes its course, to the height of land that 
divides the waters emptying themselves into the At
lantic, from those discharged into the river St. Lau
renee. Then following these heights, as the boun
dary between the British possessions, and those of 
the American States, it makes an angle westerly un
til it strikes the discharge of Lake Champlain, in la
titude 4·5. north, when it keeps a direct west line till 
it strikes the river St. Laurence, above Lake St. 
Francis, where it divides the Indian village St. Ri
gest; from whence it follows the centre of the wa
ters of the great river St. Laurence: it then proceeds 
through Lake Ontario, the connection between it and 
Lake Erie, through the latter, and its chain of con
nection, by the river Detroit, as far south as latitude 
42. north, and then through the lake and river St. 
Clair, as also Lake Huron, through which it conti
nues to the strait of St. Mary, latitude 46*. north; 
Ii'om which we will suppose the line to strike to the 
east of north, to the head of James-Bay, in the lati
tude already mentioned. 

Of this great tract, more than half is represented 
M barren and broken, displaying a surface of rock 
and fresh water lakes, with a very scattered and scan
ty proportion of soil. Such is the whole coast of La
brador, an(l the land called East Main to the west of 
t?e heights., which divide the waters running into the 
~lver and gulph of St. Laurence, fl'om those flowing 
lnto Hudson's Bay. It is consequently inhabited only 
by a fe\, ~avageg, whose numbers are proportioned to 
the !lcantln~~~ of the soil; nor is it probable, !rom thi 



North-West Continent of America. 4~r 

same cause, that they will increase. The fresh and 
salt waters, with a small quantity of game, which the 
few, stinted woods afford, supply the wants of na
ture: from whence, to that of the line of the Ame
rican boundary, and the Atlantic ocean, the soil, 
wherever cultiyation has been attempted, has yielded 
abundance; particularly on the river St. Laurence, 
from Quebec upwards, to the line of boundary all'ea
dy mentioned; but a very inconsiderable proportion of 
it has been broken by the ploughshare. 

The line of the second division may be traced from 
that of the first at St. Mary's, from which also the 
line of American boundary runs, and is said to con
tinue through Lake Superior, (and through a lake 
called the Long Lake which has no existence) to the 
Lake of the Woods, in latitude 49. 37. north, from 
whence it is also said to run west to the Missisippi, 
which it may do, by giving it a good deal of south
ing) but not otherwise; as the source of that river 
does not extend fmther north than latitude 47. 38. 
north, where it is no more than a small brook; COIl

sequently, if Great-Britain retains the right of enter
ing it along the line of division, it must be in a lower 
latitude, and wherever that may be, the line must be 
continued west, till it terminates in the Pacific Ocean, 
to the south of the Columbia. This division is then 
bounded by the Pacific Ocean on the west, th!! Fro. 
zen Sea and Hudson's Bay on the north and east. 
The Russians, indeed, may claim with justice, the 
islands and coasts from Behring's Straits to Cook's 
Entry. 

The whole of this countl'y will long continue in the 
possession of jts pl'esent inhabitants, as they will re
main contented with the produce of the woods and 
waters for their support, leaving the earth, fl'om va
rious causes, in its vil'gin state. The proportion of 
it that is fit for cultivation is very small, and is still 
less in the interior parts :it is also very difficult of 
access; and whilst any land remains uncultivatt;d to 
the south of it, there will be no temptation to settle 
it, Besides, its climate is not in general sufficiently 
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genial to bring the fruits of the earth to maturity. It 
will also be an asylum for the descendants of the 
original inhabitants of the country to the south, who 
prefer the modes of life of their forefathers, to the 
improvements of civilization. Of this disposition 
there is a recent instance. A small colony of Il'Oquois 
emigrated to the banks of the SasKatchiwine, in 1799, 
who had been broug'ht up from theil' infancy under 
the Romish missionaries, and instructed by them at 
a village within nine miles of Montreal. 

A further division of this country is marked by a 
ridge of high land, rising, as it were, from the coast 
of Labrador, and running nearly south-west to the 
source of the Utawas River, dividing the waters go'
jng eithel' way to the river and gulph of St. Lau~ 
rence and Hudson's Bay, as before observed. From 
thence it stl'etches to the north of west, to the north
ward of Lake Superior, to latitude 50. north, and 
longitude 89. west, when it forks from the last course 
at about south-west, and continues the same di\'ision 
of waters until it passes north of the source of the 
lVIissisippi. The former course runs, as has been 
observed in a north-west direction, until it strikes the 
river Nelson, separating the waters that cllscharg'e 
themselves into Lake ';Vinipic, which forms part of 
the said riveI', and those that also empty themselves 
into Hudson's Bay, by the Albany, Severn, and Hay'~ 
01' Hill's Rivers. From thence it keeps a course of 
about west-north-west, till it forms the banks of the 
l\[issinipi or Churchill River, at POl'tage de Traite) 
hltitude 55. 25. north. It now continues in a west
el'l1 direction, between the Saskatchiwine and the 
source of the Missinipi, 01' Beavel' River, which it 
leaves behind, and divides the Saskatchiwine from the 
Elk RiveI' j when, leaving those also behind, and pur
suing' the same direction it leads to the high land that 
lies betwe<cn the Unjigah and Tacoutche rivers, from 
whence it may be supposed to be' the same ridge. 
From the head of the Beaver River, on the west, the 
o,lm" kind of high ground 1'UI1S to the east of nOl'th, 
bctwcen the waters of the Elk River and the Mi:'-$i-· 
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Jlipi fOl'mi~1g the Portage la Lache, and c.)ntinuing on 
to the latItude 57 ±. north, dividing the IV aIel'S that 
run to ,Hudson's E',\, from those going to the North 
Sell: Irom thence: its course j, neady north, when an 
angle runs fl'Om it to the nortl} of tile S;aH~ Ld;e, till 
it strikes Mackenzie's niver. 

The last, but by no means the lea6t, is the immense 
ridge, or succession of ridges of stO!W mountains, 
whose northern extremity dips in the. North Sea, in 
latitude 70. north, and long;itude I J 5, west, running 
nearly south-east, and begins to be parallel with the 
coast of the Pacific Ocean, from Cook's entry, and so 
onwards to the Columbia. From thence it appears to 
quit the coast, but still continuing, with less elev~ltion, 
to divide the waters of the Atlantic from those which 
run into the Pacific. In those snow-clad mountains 
rises the Missisippi, if we adm.it the Missisouri to be 
its source, which Hows into the Gulph of i'lIexico ; 
the River Nelson, which is Io;,t in Hudson's Bay; 
Mackenzie's River, that discharges itself intm the 
North Sea; and the Columbia emptying itself into 
the Pacific Ocean. The great Rivet' St. Laurence 
and Churchill River, with many lesser ones, del'ive 
their sources far short of these mountains. It is, in
deed, the extension of these mountains so far south 
on the sea-coast, that prevents the Columbia from 
finding a more direct course to the sea, as it runs ob
liqllely wi th the coast upwards of eight degrees of la-
titude before it mingles with the ocean. , 

It is fnether to be observed, that ti,ese monnta1l1S, 
from Cook's entry to the Columbia, extend from six 
to eight degrees in bt'eadth easter~y; and that along 
their east"rn skirts is a narrow stnp ot very marshy 
boggy, and uneven ground, the outer edge of which 
produces coal and bitumen: these I saw ?ll the banks 
of Mackenzie's River, as fa\' north as latttude 66. 1. 
also discovered the III in m V second jou me:', at the 
c~mmencement of the rocky mountains in 56. north 
latitude, and 120. weht longitude; and the same was 
ohserved by Mr. Fidkl', one of the servant5 of the 
1{udson's-Bay Company, at the soU! ce of the south 
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branch of the Saskatchiwine, m about latitude 52; 
north, and longitude 112t west.* N t:.t to this narrow 
immense plains, or meadows, commencing in a point 
at about the junction of the River of the Mountain 
with Mackenzie's River, widening as they continue 
east and south, till they reach the Red River, at its 
confluence with the Assiniboin River, from whence 
they take a more southern direction, along the Mis
sisippi towards Mexico. Adjoining to these plains iii 
a broken country, composed of lakes, rocks, and soil. 

From the banks of the rivers running through the 
plains, there appeared to ooze a saline fluid, concret
ing into a thin scurf on the grass. Near that part of 
the Slave River where it first loses the name (}f 
Peace River, and along the extro;:me edge of these 
plains, are very strong salt springs, which in the sum
mer concrete and crystallize in great quantities; 
About the Lake Dauphin, on the south-west ~ide of 
Lake VVinipic, are also many salt ponds, but it re
quires a regular process to form salt from them. 
Along the west banks of the former, is to be seen, at 
intervals, and traced in the line of the direction of the: 
plains, a soft rock of lime-stone, in thin and neatly 
horizontal strata, particularly on the Beaver, Cedar, 
'Vinipic, and Superior' Lakes, as also in the beds of 
the rivers crossing that line. It is also remarkable 
that, at the narrowest part of Lake Wmipic, where it 
}g not mOl'e than two miles in breadth, the west side 
is faced with rocks of this stone thirty feet perpen
dicular; while, on the east side, the rocks are more 
elevated, and of a dark-grey granite. 

The latter is to be found throughout the whole ex
tent north of this country, to the coast of Hudson's 
Bay, and as I have been informed, along that coast, 
onwards to the coast of Labrador; and it may be fur
ther observed, that between these extensive ranges of 
granite and lime-stone are found all the great lakes 
of this country. • 

There is another very large district which must 

Ilca~ .~itdu.m~~ is also found on the coast of the Slave Lake) in latitude 60. north, 
I. "< .... r.e by M.cli.en",.'s River j and also near tb. torks of the Elk Rive" 
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IWt be forgotten; and behind all the others in situa
tion as well as in soil, produce, and climate. This 
comprehends the tract called the Barren Grounds, 
which is to the north of a line drawn from Churchill, 
along the north border of the Rein-Deer Lake, to the 
north of the Lake of the Hills and Slave Lake, and 
along the north side of the latter to the Rocky 
Mountains, which terminate in the North Sea, lati
tude 70. north, and longitude 1 :35. west; in the 
whole extent of which no trees are visible, except a 
few stinted ones, scattel'ed along its rivers, and with 
scarce any thing of surface that can be called earth; 
yet, this inhospitable region is inhabited by a people 
who are accustomed to the life it requires. Nor has 
bountiful nature withheld the means of subsistence; 
the rein-deer, which supply both food and clothing, 
are satisfied with the produce of the hills, though 
they bear nothing but a short curling moss, on a spe
cies of which, that grows on the rocks, the people 
themselves subsist when famine invades them. Their 
small lakes are not furnished with a great variety of 
fish, but such as they produce are excellent, which, 
with hares and partridges, form a proportion of their 
food. 

The climate must necessarily be severe in such a 
country as we have descl'ibed, and which displays so 
large a surface of fresh water. Its &everity is ex
treme on the coast of Hudson's Bay, and proceeds 
from its immediate exposure to the nOI,th-west winds 
that blow off the Frozen Ocean. 

These winds, in crossing directly from the bay 
over Canada and the British dominions on the Atlan
.tic, as well as over the Eastern States of North Ame
rica to that ocean, (where they gi,'e to those coun
tries a length of wintel' astonishing to the inhabit~nts 
of the same latitudes in Europe) continue to I'etam a 
great degree of force and cold in their passage, even 
over"the Atlantic, particularly at the time when, the 
sun is in its southern declination. The same wllIds 
lvhich come· from the Frozen Ocean, over the barren 
grounds, and across frozen \"kes and snowy plains, 
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bounded by the Rocky ~ountains, lose .thei: frig!d· 
influence, as they travel In a southern directIOn, till 
they get to the Atlantic Ocean, where they close 
their progress. 

Is not this a sufficient cause for the difference be
tween the climate in America, and that of the same 
latitude in Europe? 

It has been frequently advanced, that the clearing 
away the wood has had an astonishing influence in 
meliorating the climate in the former ; but I am not 
disposed to assent to that opinion in the extent which 
it proposes to establish; when I consider the very 
trifling proportion of the country cleared, compared 
with the whole. The employment of the axe may 
have had some inconsiderable effect: but I look to 
other causes. I myself observed in a country, which 
was in an absolute state of natUl'e, that the climate is 
improving; and this circumstance was confirmed to 
me by the native inhabitants of it. Such a change, 
therefore, must proceed from some predominating 
operation in the system of the globe which is beyond 
my conjecture, and, indeed, above my comprehen
sion, and may, pl'Obably, in the course of time, give 
to America the climate of Europe. It is well known, 
indeed, that the waters are decreasing there, and 
that many lakes are draining and filling up by the 
earth which is carried into them fl'om the higher 
lands by the rivers: and this may have some partial 
effect. 

The climate on the west coast of America assimi
lates much more to that of Europe in the same lati
tudes: I think very little difference will be found, ex
cept s~ch as proce7ds from the vicinity of high 
mountams covered With snow. This is an additional 
proof that the difference in the temperltture of the air 
proceeds from the cause already mentioned. 

Much has been said, and much more still remains 
to ~e said, on the peopling of America. On this 
s.ubJect I shall confine myself to one or two observa
t1011S, and leave my readers to draw their inferences 
from them. 
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The progress of the inhabitants. of the country im
mediately under our observation, which is comprised 
within the line of latitude 45. north, is as follows: 
that of the Esquimaux, who possess the sea coast 
from the Atlantic through Hudson's Straits and Bay, 
round to Mackenzie's River (and I believe further) is 
known· to be westward: they never quit the coast, 
and agree in appearance, manners, language, and ha
bits, with the inhabitants of Greenland. The dif
ferent tribes whom I describe under the name of AI
gonquins and Knisteneaux, but originally the same 
people, were the inhabitants of thl\ Atlantic coast, 
and the banks of the rivet· St. Laurence and adjacent 
countries: their progress is westerly, aryl they are 
even found'west and north as far as Athabasca. On 
the contrary, the Chepewyans" and the numerous 
tribes who speak their language, occupy t1le whole 
space between the Knisteneaux country and that of 
the Esquimaux, stretching behind the natives of the 
coast of the Pacific, to latitude 52. north, on the rivet" 
Columbia. Their progress is easterly; and, a.ccord
ingly to their own tl'aditions, they came from Sibe
ria; agreeing in dress and manners with the peo
ple now found upon the coast of Asia. 

Of the inhabitants of the coast of the Pacific Ocean 
we know little more than that they are stationary 
there. The N adowasis 01' Assiniboins, as well as the 
different tribes not particularly described, inhabiting 
the plains on and about the source and banks of the 
Saskatchiwine and Assiniboin rivers, are from the 
southward, and their pl'ogress is north-west. 

The discovery of a passage by sea, north-east or 
north-west from the Atlantic to the Pacifii; Ocean, 
.has for many years excited the attention of govern
ments, and encouraged the enterprising spirit of in
dividuals. The non·existence, however, of any such 
practical passage being at length determined, the prac
ticability ofa passage through the continents of Asia 
<U1d America becomes an object of consideration. The 

00 
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Russians, who first discovered that, along the coasts 
of Asia, no useful or regular navigation existed, 
opened an interior communication by rivers, &c. and 
through that long and wide-extended continent, to the 
strait that separated Asia from America, over which 
they passed to the adjacent islands and continent of 
the latter. Our situation, at length, is in some degree 
similar to theirs: the non-existence of a practicable 
passage by sea, and the existence of one through the 
continent, are clearly proved; and it requires only 
the countenance and support of the British Govern
ment, to incre~se, in a very ample proportion, thii 
national advantage, and secure the trade of that'coun
try to its subjects. 

Experience, however, has proved, that this trade, 
fl'om its very nature, cannot be cat'ried on by indivi
duals. A very large capital, or credit, or indeed 
both, is necessary, and consequently an association of 
men of wealth to dil'ect, with men of enterprize to 
act, in one common interest, must be formed on such 
principles, as that in due time the latter may suc
ceed the former, in continual and progressive succes
sion. Such was the equit~ble and succe5sful mode 
adopted by the merchants from Canada, which has 
been already descl'ibed. 

The junction of such a commercial association 
with the Hudson's-Bay Company, is the important 
measure which I would propose, and the trade might 
then be carried on with a very superior degree of ad
Yalltage, both pri\'ate and public, under the privilege 
of their charter, and would pl'Ove, in fact, the com
plete fulfilment of the conditions, on which it was 
first granted. 

It would be an equal injustice to either party to be 
~xcltlded from the option of such an undertaking; for 
If the one has a right by chal'tel', has not the other a 
rigl~t by prior possession, as being successors to the 
subjects of France, who were exclusively possessed 
o! all the then known parts of this country, befm'e 
Canada was ceded to Great-Britain, except the coast 
of Hudson's-Bay, and having themselves been t1.0 



North-West Continent of America. 4~5 

discoverers of a vast extent of country since added to 
his Majesty's territories, even to the Hyperborean 
and the Pacific Oceans ? 

If, therefore, that company should decline, or be 
averse to engage in, such an extensive, and perhaps 
hazardous undertaking, it would not, surely, be an 
unreasonable proposal to them, from government, 
to give up a right which they refuse to exercise, on 
allowing them a just and reasonable indemnification. 
for their stock, regulated by the average dividends of 
a certain number of years, or the a~tual l)rice at 
which they transfer their stock. 

By enjoying the privilege of the cotppany's charter, 
though but for a limited pel'iod, there are adven
turers who would be willing, as they are able, to en
gage in, and carryon the proposed commercial un
dertaking, as well to give the most ample and satis
factory security to government for the fulfilment of 
its contract with the company. It would, at the 
same time, be equally necessary to add a similar pri
vilege of trade on the Columbia River, and its tribu
tary waters. 

If, however, it should appear, that the Hudson's
Bay Company have an exclusive right to carry Oil 

their trade as they think proper, and continue it on 
the narr0W scale, and with so little benefit to the pub
lic as they now do ; if they should refuse to enter 
into a co-operative junction with others, what reason
able cause can they assign to government for denying 
the navigation of the bay to Nel!:lon's River; and, by 
its waters, a passage to and from the interior coun
try, f01' the use of the adventurers, and for the sole 
purpose of transport, under the most severe and 
binding restrictions not to interfGre with their trade 
on the coast, and the country between it and the ac
tual establishments of the Canadian traders.'" 

* Independent of the prosecution of this great object, I con~eive that the 
Merchants from Canada are entitled to such au Indulgence (even If they should 

Uo..! considered 3S not possessing a f1ghtful claim) in order that they mig~t be en
abled to extend theil' trade beyond their pre::.ent limits, and have uin their power 
to supply the Ilat;vcswlth a largerquantitv of useful articles; the enhanced '1aLuc 
of which, and the present dIfficulty of tran:iportlng th.ern. will be fully coml>re
Jlended when I relate, that the tlal'( uf tr:.lll,"'port occupies an extent offrolll [lrt!(! 
to tour thou~ij,l-1d miles, throu~h UIJwanh vt ;,lxty large (resh waler lakes, and nk" 
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By these waters that discharge themselveo; inte 
Hudson's Hay at Port Nelson, it is proposed to carryo.n 
the trade to theil' source, at the head of the Saskatchl· 
wine River, which rises in the Rocky Mountains, not 
eight degrees of longitude from the Pacific Ocean. 
The Tacoutche or Columbia River flows also from the 
same mountains, and discharges itself likewise in the 
Pacific, in latitude 46. 20. Both of them are capable 
of n:ceiving ships at their mouths, and are navigable 
throughout for boats. 

The distance between these waters is only known 
from the repol't of the Indians. If, however, this 
communication should prove inaccessible, the route I 
pursued, though longer, inconsequence of the great an. 
gle it makes to the north, will answer every necessary 
purpose. But whatever course may be taken from the 
Atlantic, the Columbia is the line of communication 
form the Pacific Ocean, pointed out by nature, as it is 
the only navigable river in the whole extent of Van. 
couver's minute survey of that coast: its banks also 
from the first level country in all the Southern extent 
of continental coast from Cook's entry, and consequent. 
Iy, the most northern situation fit for colonization, and 
suitable to the resident:e of a c:ivilized people. By, 
opening this intercourse between the Atlantic and 
Pacific Oceans, and fOl'ming regular establishments 
through the interior, and at both extremes, as well as 
along the coasts and islands, the entire command of 
the fur trade of north·America might be obtained, 
from latitude 48. north to the pole, except that POI'. 
tion of it which the Russians have in the Pacific. To 
this may be added the fishing in both seas, and the 
markets ofthe four quarters of the globe. Such would 
be the field for commercial enterpl ize, and inca1cula. 
ble wo~ld be the produce of it, when supported by the 
operatlOns of that credit and capital which Great-Bri
tain so pre-eminently possesses. Then would this 

~:rous rivers; and that the means of tr~nsport are slight bark canoes. It must 
abo, be observed~ tbat thos,e waters are mtercepted by more than two hundrc(l 
r.tlp!{is, along which the artlc.lesof meychandize are chiefly carried on men's 1J .. u:ks, 
anJ over an hundred and thu'ty carrYJn!{-places, from twt'nty-five paces to thirteen 
lnll,cS t n length, where the C;lnves and. cargoes. proceed by the flalne wlisoml! allJ pculous operatiOll. 
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'Country begin to be remunerated for the expenses it 
has sustained in discovering and surveying the coast 
of the Pacific Ocean, which is at present left to Ameri
can adventurers, who, without regularity or capital, or 
the desire of conciliating future confidence, look al
together to the interest of the moment. They there
fore, collect all the skins they can procure, and in any 
manner that suits them, and having exchanged them 
at Canton for the produce of China, return to their 
own country. Such adventurers, and many of them, 
as I have been informed, have been very successful, 
would instantly disappear from before a well-re.gula
ted trade. 

It would be very unbecoming in me to suppose for 
a moment, that the East-India c<>mpany would hesi
tate to allow those privileges to their fellow-subjects 
which are permitted to foreigners, in a trade that is so 
much out ofthe line of their own commerce, and there
fore cannot be injurious to it. 

Many political reasons, which it is not necessary 
here to enumerate, must present themselves to the 
mind of every man acquainted with the enlarged sys
tem and capacities of British commerce, in support of 
the measure which I have very briefly suggested, as 
.promising the most important advantages to the trade 
-of the united 'kingdoms. 

FINIS. 
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