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NORTH WESTERN CANADA, 
-ITS-

CLI:tY.1:A.TE, 

SOIL AND PRODUCTIONS 
WITH A SKETCH OF ITS 

NATURAl flATURlS AND SOCIAl C~NDITION. 

A Manual of reliable information concerning the resources of Manitoba 
and the North-West Territories, and the inducements which 

they offer to persons seeking new homes and 
profitable investments. 

------
Land for tile Landless, Homes for the. HOnleless, 
Offered in the future Wheat Field of the World. 

---_.--
HINTS AS TO HOW, WHEN AND WHERE TO GO. 

BY ACTON BURROWS, 

-OF YiINNIPEG.-



HUDSON'S BAY CO:S 
FARMINC LANDS, 

FOR SALE of 

MANITOBA and the NORTH WEST. 
lfA.NITOBA OFFERS THE MOST EASILY ACCESSIBLE 
1'1 and the most promising and productive Lands 'of any Colonial Pro­
vince in the world. 

Situated in a pure, healthy climate, under a free form of Gi>vernment, 
and within close proximity by direct rail communication to the great 
centres of the Continent, which affords ready markets for Live Stock, 
G,rain, and other products. 

The~a,nd is Pra,irie, not Bush I.a,nd., 
IN MANITOBA AND THE NORTH WEST TERRITORIES. 

THE HUDSON~ BAY COMPANY 
Have very large tracts of Land in 

THE GREAT FERTILE BELT FOR SALE, 
AND NOW OFFER 

$O'O~OOO AC88_ 
In llbe Townsbips a1rea47 Surveyed. 

They own two sections in each township, and have in addition large num­
bers of farms for sale on the Red and Assiniboille Rivers. 

8plendid Prairie Farms, Grazing Lands and Wood Lots. 
Prices range from $3 to $6 pel' acre, according to location, &c., &c. 

Terms of payment remarkably easy. , 
l'amphlets giving full information about the conntry, and the lands 

for sale, can' be had on ~pplicat:on at the Company's offices in Winnipeg 
and at Montr~al. 

C. J. BRYDGES, 
Land a~mmi88:oner. 



THE vast amotmt of new inforIll9otion which has been obtained during the 

past year in reference to the North West. Territories and Manitoba, ren­

ders necessary the pUblication of a Guide Book, which, in concise pamphlet 

form, will place before the people- of the older pl'Ovinces of the Confedera~ 

tion, t.d well as the agricultural classes of the United Kingdom, the extra­

ordinary advantages which are offered to settlers in the Prairie Province 

and the illimitable fertile territory lying between it and the Rocky Moun. 

tains. With these objects in view, North Western Canada has been 

written. No attempt has been made at literary brilliancy, the desire of 

the writer being to place before its readers practical information which 

may assist them in securing homes in a region in the important future of 

which he has ullbaunded confidence. Nor is any claim made to entire 

<>rigina1ity. Many pamphlets, several of them of considerable merit, have 

been issued on the subjects of which the present one treats. Their infor­

mation has been carefully collected and is here presented in a concis3 form, 

together ~-ith the personal experiences of the writ~r while a resident in 

Manitoba, and during an extended trip which he made in the North West 

Territories last summer. 

WINNIPEG, FElIRUARY, 1880. 
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cmCAGO.-Paseenger Depot, cor. Canal and Wast Ka.dison Streets. Freight Depot. 
cor. Union and Carrell Streets. City Offices, 61 a.nd 63 Clark Street. 

S. S. MliRllUo.o.~ A. w. Ml~ 0~RPEMJV~IJt~ 
U.llera! AfanagOl', Gen'! Ticket and Paosenger Aot. 



NORTH WESTERN CANADA. 
" I hear the tread of pioneers, 

Of nations yet to be, 
The first low wash of waves, where loon 

Shall roll a human sea." 

T
HERE al'e unmistakeable indications that during the present anu 

'. many succeeding years, a much larger number of emigrants will 
: annually leave the shores of the United Kingdom, to seek new 

homes, than heretofore. It is not necessary to become a lHalthusialJ. 
to agree with the correctness of Malthus' statement, ventured nearly 

a century ago, that before a hundred yean! had elapsed, the agricultural 
and manufact'.l.ring resources of Great Britain would be unable to support 
her increased populati~n. Though, during a period of but little more 
than ten years, two millions of people emigrated from Great Britain alone, 
the Registrar. General's statistics show that in England the natural increase 
of the population is nearly 250,000 a year greater than the depopulat:.:l 
by means of emigration. The temporary cessation of extensive emigration 
during the paiit few years has pt'oduced its natural result, a plethoFa of 
labor and consequent distress. In this respect the agricultural classes 
have been severe sufferers. Tlu1 pedection of lab(,r-saving machinery, 
especially that used in harvesting and the cultivation of the soil, has 
lessened the demand for agricultural laborers, while the competition to 
which British farmers are exposed by the grain of new countries, where 
land is cheap and production consequently possible at a much less rate 
than in Britain, has turned atteniion to the necessity of old country farms 
having for the future a mnch less area of arable land, and a greater breadth 
of pasturage; in other words, that to be at all able to make both ends 
meet, expenses mllst be reducea and the branch gf farming adopted which 
requires a minimum of labor. In view of these facts, it is a certainty that 
not only agricultural laborers in large numbers, but also tenant farmers, 
will exchange their present unfortunate positions in Britain, for locations 
in new lands, where by moderate perseverance they may soon obtain a 
competency, and secure for their families a successful start in life. To 
such, the all important question is, "Where is the best place to go ? " 
The writer of these pages endeavors to answer; not by a gushing, exaggera­
ted, Americanize<;l puff ot a fa.ncied EI Dorado, Ot" by holding out the 
inducement of a land flowing with milk and honey, but by produeing froni 
official and authentic sources evidence of the great fertility of the regidn of 
which this pamphlet treats; of its' suitability for settlement, and of the 
positive assurance of prosperity which can be g~ven to those who locate 
within· its borders. During last summer, three distinguished members of 
the Canadian Government visited England; one of the important results 
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of their mission being the inspection of the principal agricultural provinces 
of the Dominion, especially Manitoba, and the N orth West, by delegates 
\'epresenting large bodies of English and Scotch farmets. These delegates, 
whose reports have appeared in a number of newspapers, and several of 
which are reproduced in another· portion of this pamphlet, were so 
thoroughly satisfied with their visit, that they nnanimously recommended 
Olmada as a desirable field for settlement. Messrs. Clare Sewell Reed, 
.M.P., and Albert Pell, M.P., members of the Royal Commission on the 
state of the agricultural interests, subsequently visited the Dominion, and 
were afforded excellent opportunities of judging of its agricultural capa­
bilities. Since these visit.." Bl'iti~h newspapers, many of which previously 
showed a lamentable ignorance of matters affecting Canada, have discussed 
the results of the missions, and heartily agreed in the general tribute to 
the advantages offered by the Canadi&n North Wist as greater than those 
to be found in any other colonial dependency, or in any toreign country. 

VASTNESS OF THE TERRITORY. 

Over two hundred yeari! ago, Charles II. granted to Prince Rupert 
and his associates, under the title of the Company of Adventurers Trading 
into Hudson's Bay, the enormous area of territol1Y comprised in North 
,Vestern Canada. The richness of the region in the production of fur hear­
ing anim'i.ls, and the certainty that with the advent of settlement would 
come the death knell of their trade, induced the Compauy to cling to their 
possession with determined tenacity, to misrepresent the soil and the 
climate, and to put every possible obstacle in the way of those who sought 
to open to immigrants the fertile areas of which but little was tl,en gene­
rally known. As a consequence,' the W estern St~tes of the American 
Union were brought into greater prominence than they otherwise would 
hayc hcen, and a stream of European emigration directed to them that 
should have to\md its way into Canada. Such a state of things could not 
last. Occasionally a traveller, full of enthusiasm at the brilliant prospect 
he believed to be in store for the N orth West, would publish his impres­
/lions, but no general public attention ca.n be said to have been directed to 
it until after 1857, when an elaborat.e exploration was made by Professor 
Hind, under the auspices of the Canadian Government. The press took 
the matter up, it was frequently referred to in Parliament, the Government 
of the day made the annexation of Rupt'rt's Land a part of their policy, and 
in 1869, an arrangement was effected hetween the Imperial and Canadian 
Governments and the Company, by which the whole territory was trans­
ferred to Canada in return for a large cash payment and a land grant. 
The right of the Company having been secured, the next step requisite 
was the extingui~hment of the Indian title to the soil. A number of 
ireaties have been made with the aboriginies, for whom, in return for their 
c1aiO}.,S, there are reserved sufficient tracts of land for cultivation, which are 
l11pplemented by annual payments in money. 

To those accustomed to the comparative diminutiveness of the area of 
E'nropean countries, the vast extent of territory embrac~d within the 
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Dominion ot Oll.nacia!Da.y lef'm almost incredible. The' Confederacy ex­
tends from the Atlant.ic Ocean on tho east; to the Faci60 Ocean on the 
west, a distattce of ,"or 3,000 milell. The southern houn.irwy retches in 
one place to II little below the Und parallel of north latitude, the ncmhern 
bOWlduy 8xteDding to the Arctic Ocean. All the oontinent of North 
A.merica north of the United States, except Alaaka., belongs to Canada, 
which has within its borders. the whole of British North' AmeriC8i except 
Newfoundland. The total area of Canada is 3,528,705 sq\ta.1'8 milell, 
about the same as the entire European oontinent and half 81 million square 
mil. larger than the wBole of the United States, without the territory of 
Alaska. Caaada's territorW area is only exceeded by the British, Russian 
.nd Chinese empires, and possibly by Brazil. Its wheat zone extends over 
600,000,000 acres. 

For the purpose of government the Dominion is divided into seven 
provinces and the N orth-West Territories. The provinces are, Prince 
Edward Island, Nova Scotia, New Brunswick, Quebec, Ontario, Manitob.t: 
and British Columbia . 

. The North Western {¥>rtion of the Dominion is composed of Manitoba 
and the North West Territories. The province of Manitoba is situated 
about equidistant between the Atlantic and Pacific Oceans on the east and 
west, and occupies a similar position between the Arctic Ocean and the 
Gulf of Mexico on the north and south. It is in about the same latitude 
as Belgium and parts of Austria and Prussia, and extends from' the 96th 

. to the 99th meridians of west longitude, being bounded on the south by the 
international line between Canada and the United States, alld on the 
north by a line drawn about midway between the 50th and 51st parall~lit, 
of north latitude. It contains about nine million acres of land, but a:' 
IImall portion when compared with the vast extent of the North_W~t 
Territories. 

These Territories, bJunded on the south by the intern\tiona1' line; 
parallel 49,north latitude, extend northerly to the 55th paral~l. On the 
east they are bounded by the Province of Manitoba and Lake WinnipeC, 
and on the west by the Rocky Mountains. They are some 900 pilles from;: 
east to west, and about 460 from south to north. Their area is estimated 
at 2,750,000 aquare miles, or 1,760,000,000 acres, being nearly two-thiTda 
the size of Europe. Of this immense tract of land fully two hundred 
million acres have soil of the richest description .. 

THE CLIMATE. 

()f the gi'eates, jmportanoe to the emigrant, in deoiding whither tb 
proceed,to his DeW home, is the question of' climate, so that he may setect 
& conntry where :health is usured and where the conditioJls al'e the most 
m.vota.ble for 8Uoc~ul husbandry. In North: Western Canada. thElil6' de. 
sired condi.tion. are found. The variations of temperature are great, but 
by no means .BUdden, _ the seasOns follow each other in suoh a mlrUi..er 
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that the system is imperceptibly prepared for the ch~nge. As the su~ ~p­
proaches its northern altitude, snow-clad lands glve place to pralrles 
covered with luxuriant vegetation, presenting a surface of natural beauty, 
tinted with the rich Golors of blossoming flowers; ice-bound streams throw 
off their wintf'r coverings and assist in the great work of nature. By the 
middle of April, the sun has nlelted away all traces of the winter's snow, 
the frost has left·the ground and sl~ring fairly set in. But vegetation has 
taken an earlip,r stll.rt, progressing even before the frost is out of the 
ground, and sowing is generally commenced when the soil is thawed to a 
depth of about six inches, farmers preferring not to wait, believing that 
growth is assisted by the heat of the sun, causing constant evaporation from 
the underlying strata ot frost. Wheat has been sown in Manitoba as ea~ly 
as the 3rd of April, and plowing commenced on the 5th, fully 10 days earher 
than in the Ottawa Y ll.lley and many other portions of the Province of 
Ontario. Frosts seldum occur late in April or in May. In 1879 a slight 
visitation of this nature occmred, but wheat was not injured, though ill 
the north of Fmnce vines suffered severely from ll. similar caust'. The 
North'Ve:>t spring is generally a drier season than in Ontario. 

June, July, August and a part of September, comprise the summer 
months. A. d1'Y sum'mer is almost unknown. Frequent showers occur 
during May, June and July, with hell.vy dews at night. The following 
table shows a statement of the mean temperatures for three of the summer 
months in Manitoba, and in Battleford, the Capital of the North-West 
Territories; as compared with those of the Province of Ontario, and of the 
States of Minnesota, Illinois, Iowa, \Visconsin, New York and Florida, in 
the Amerioll.n U mono . 

June. .July. I August. 
-------------- ----- --_.- ----
Manitoba ................... . 
Battleforu ................... . 
Ontario .................... . 
Minnesota .................. . 
Illmois ..................... . 
Iowa ....................... . 
Wisconsin ................... . 
New york ..............•.... 
Florida ..................... . 

63.20 
60.35 
61.b5 
67.09 
62.07 
66.04 
61.07 
'64.02 
80.00 

68.19 
63.95 
6749 
73.05 
70.08 
70.05 
6806 
68.05 
82.00 

67.34 
(i779 
66.38 
72.00 
66.05 
63.09 
6507 
66.07 
82.00 

These figures, prepared from official sources, show that the heat of 
summer is not oppresive in the North West. The nights are deliciously 
cool and ?racing, a blanket can always be borne on the bed, and the 
wretched dlscomfort of hot and cOllsequently often sleepless nights is un­
knowll. ~rosts dUl'i~g the seasen of growth are very rare and scarcely 
~ver lllJurlou~. . Frmts and vegetables that cannot be grown successfully 
ill the open au' III Englll.ml, here come to perfect maturity in August and 
September, their l'ipeuing being assisted by the large amount of sunlight, 
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which, during July for example, is fully two hours per day more than in 
New York. Hay cutting is generally commenced about the middle of July, 
and harvest begins about the first week in August. It is very sddom 
that wet weather interferes with harvesting operations. In every respe.ct 
the summers of the North 'Vest are more favorable tlJall th06e of the United 
Kingdom, or of the older provinces of Canada. They are more uniform; 
better supplied with rain during theit· eadier stages; warmer for the rapid 
ripening of grain, and have longer days. 

Aut,!mn commences early; about th. 20th of September, the first 
frost sometimes occurs by the 15th, but is by no means intense. Genera.lly 
this season is a dry one. A slight snow· fall often comes e&rly in October, 
followed by a delicious season of Indian summer, generally lasting for a 
fortnight or more, during which the atmosphere is hazy, callll and pleasant, 
nature appearing to be resting after her summer's labors. 

Owing to its northern latitude, the North \Vest was for a considerable 
time looked on as a region of Arctic severity. This erron~ous idea has 
been fully dissipated, and settlers in the new land recognize and appreciate 
the advantages of its braoing winters. About the middle of November 
the ground is generally frozen; the first lasting snow falls early in Decem­
bel'; the total fall for the winter averaging 14, to 16 incheB. In exposed 
situations the soil is penetrated by frost to a depth of from three to four 
feet. \Vhere the earth is covered by snow, it is seldom frozen deeper 
than eighteen inches. The thermometer, during winter, sometimes ranges 
to from 30 to 40 degrees below zero, but the atmosphere is bright, drd 
and exhiliarating, and this extreme of cold is found easier to bear, any 
to be more 4ealthy than the piercing humidity of eastern and many 
southern climes. Old countrymen do not find the cold at all severe, and 
are agreeably surprised at the absence of hardships which would be caused 
by the same degree of cold in a more humid climate. There are few 
severe storms in winter. Buffalos graze out the whole winter, going even 
to the far north; horses run out through the coldest weather, scraping the 
snow away and securing luxuriant herbage beneath. Many of them. 
which have been complewly run down in condition during the summer by 
over-work at teaming heavy loads, are brought in in the spring, thorough­
ly recuperated and rea-dy for another season's work. Several cases are 
known where the bands have been found largely increased by the foals 
dropped during the winter and successfully rellred in the open by their 
dams. Cat,tle winter out in many places., Half-breed hunters, and many 
freighters, Jive all the year round in tents of dressed buffalo hide. The 
winter nights are clear am} beautiful. 

in April, 1879, Mr. W. A. Loucks, a practical farmer of great ex­
perience, wa,s examined beforo a Committee of the House of Commons. 
In answer to the question, "Is the climate of Manitoba rlgorous 1" he 
replied :-

" This is the third winter I haTe been there. In the winter of 1876 there was a 
very slight fall of !now d.nd little sleighing. It was cold, a firm, dry cold. I have 
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neTer been obliged to wear &Dy more clothe. thaD I did in OntariQ. I have worD. the 
.same old coat for farm work which I did in Oatm.,·.and.I have· felt; the ~:ofltlae 
<cold DO more than I did here. DuriM l .. t wintier,l8J7, there wu nb II81ghiJigf afa 
all; nur travellin~ was done on the rivers, going 011 t)J.e ioe 10Jl~,di.ti!w(les toret to 
the marketB. This winter, abont the general depth of Inow ie eight inchel. have 
reeeived a letter from my son, saying that the gr&B1 i. getting green, and that·the 
<Cat;~le are grazing on the prairies. The winter is about! thi! 8MI1e 1911.gth .. here. 
Further than that; you can plough until tho first frost, but· the mom8Jl* the frost 
.eollles it will freeze down seven or eight inchel. The frost in places goes very deep 
into the soil; and when it goes out, in about two weeks. I do not dOllbt but that we 
.. hall hear of farmers ploughing. When the frost goes out of the ground, except to a 
.depth of about thl'ee IDches, we ca •• ow OUT grain." 

From what has been said in reference to the climate, the reader ca.­
not fail to have been convinced that in N orth Western Canada. is to be 
found 

THE PERFECTION OF HEALTHFULNESS. 

Humidity is absent; the air is bracing and dry; st&gnant waters and 
,their poisonous exhalations are unknown; fogs and mists do not occur. 
No epidemi(l has ever visited any portion of the region, with a single ex­
-ception, when small-pox, first contracted in Montreal, broke out among the 
ICelandic settlers on the shores of Lake Winnipeg. Stringent quarantine 
regula.tions were enforced, and the sC01ll'ge confined to very narrow limits. 
To the absence of the cold Atlantic winds, coupled with other favorable 
climatic influences, is doubtless attributable the l'emarkable freedom from 
consumption. The value of residence in a nol'thern over a southern 
climate, in cas'lS of consumption, is strongly rec'lgnized by Surgeon G. 
K. Wood, of the United States Army, who says:-

.. The present inJudicioulI courae of sendin~ consumptives, to the holl, low and 
.moi.t. cout, and the laludl of the Gulf of MeXICO, should be abandoned. In diaeuel 
'of debiJ,ity, the ramediel are tonics and stimulants. WlIat is more debilitating thaa 
"W4!Qtionll of the lungs! It is simply not cold, and ha4 no other advantage over the 
:N'orthern Statel." 

Fevers are but little known; agl,l6, so common in many of the United 
States, is almost unheard of. In brief, those who desire a healthy h.ome, 
who ,wish to prolong their lives a.nd to secure for their children vigorous 
(l01l8titutions, should settle in North Western Can&d8. 

Harvey J. Philpot, M.D., Assistant Surgeon to Her Majesty's Forces 
in the Crimea and Turkey, say., in hiB "Guide Book to Canada," : 

.. ,Oanada is an exeeptionally healthy country. I do Dot hesitafle to make the 
.tatement after BeveD years in tbe country engaged in an extensive mlldioal practice. 
AI a race the Oanadians are fine, tall. handsoD;1t!, powerful men, wen built, IIIctiTe, 
tougli u pine knot, and bearded like pardB. The good food upon which tInt haTe 
been brought up, with the invigoratinlf climate, appears to develop them to tile 
fullest proportion. of the • genul homo.' , 

Ma1'8ball, in his recent work on Canada, says: 

.. I am peranaded that, despite its severity, the climate of Oanada ia ODe of tbe 
healthiest in the world. It is e:rprelAly fit\ed to develop II hardy race. For- 'he 



NORTH WESTERN CANADA. 13-

bringing up of a 70ung family. it is to be preferred very decidedly to the climate of 
almost all the states of the Union south of the chain of Canadian lakes. The iact 
of the generally bealthy condition of the people, the splendid development of the 
men. the preservation of the English type of beauty of the WOlr~n, may be taken in 
proof of the excellence of the climate. The Canadian, whether English, Irish, or 

. Scotch, is well proportioned and vigorous, often tall, with broad shoulders, sinewy 
frame, and capable of great endurance. He is quick of resource, enterprising, sober. 
minded, persistent and trustworthy. The races of the British Isles and of .Norway 
have certainly not degenerated here." 

THE RICHEST SOIL IN THE WORLD. 

In such a vast e~tent of territory as that under consideration, 
uniformity in the qualitJ of the soil cannot be eXlDected, but the results of 
explorations leaves no doubt that a lal'ge proportiqn of the land is of the 
richest possible character, ready for cultivation and the immediate growth 
of cropil. ~The enormous area occupied by thil! description, and the 
sufficiency of estatP. it offers for millions, places in the far future the time 
when it will be necessary to locate on lands whose soil is of a secondary 
quality. That there is bad land is readily admitted, but even nearly all 
this is cultivable, and the fact has been firmly established that no deserts, 
simila.r to the arid wastes ill many ~f the United States, exist in C:tnadian 
territory. 

The extraordinary I-tchnesR, fertility and apparently inexhaustible 
productiveness of the soil of the Red River Valley, which comprises a 
large portion of the Province of Manitoba, are exceeded by none and orily 
equalled by the alluvial delta of the Nile. The average depth of this 
black argillaceous mould or alluvium, rich in organic deposit, is fll.lly five 
feet. It rests on a sllbsoil of from 18 inches to four feet of tenacious 
clay, exceedingly valuable for brick making. In many places in the Red 
River Valley, where bOl'ings, dlc., have been made, the alluvial deposit has 
bean found to extend to the extroardinary depth of from 12 to 15 teet. 
Its usual depth on the prairies, away from this famolls valIpy, is about 
2t feet. The great richness oC this soil is explained by the fact that it ill 
doubtless composed of the droppings of birds and animals and the ashes 
of the prairie fires, which haye accumulated fOI' ages, together with decayed 
vegetable matter. 

Several analysis have beea made of these soils, the results of two oC 
which are here given. The first, mll.de by Professor V. Emmerling, 
Director of the Chemical Laboratory of the Agricultural Association of 
the University of Kiel, Holstein, Germany, in 1872, gave the following 
resnlt :-

Potash...... ............... . •..••••••••.•••••........ 228.1 
Sodium ...•....•..•..••....•• , •••..•.•• ;............... 33.8 
Phosphoric Acid............. . .......................... 69.4 
Lime ...•.•..••••..•••••.••••.•••....••••....•.••••.... 682.6 
Magnesia •..•••......•. ~ • •• ............................ 16.1 
Nitrogen ....................... , ......................... 4.861 
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The H(m. Senator EJ;Uil Klotz, at whpse. reque~t .this analys~ ,!"as 
n\ade, in tr~nlmitting it to Mr,.J ~ob E. KI0tz, _gent £I)r the. Canadian 
Government, wrote as follows,. under date of :Kiely May 4th, 1872:- • 

" After considerable delay, I succeeded in ob~inin~ the -au'alVlis: of I the .Mani. 
toba soil from Professor Emmerling, Director of the .Chemical Labo",tory of the 
Agricultural Association of this place, and hope i1; .may .~ of service to you.. An· 
uexed I give you our aualysis of the most productive ·soil in Holstein, wbereby you 
will see how exceedingly rich the productive qualities of the Manitoba Boil are, and 
which fully explains the fact that the land in Manitoba is 80 very fertile, even with· 
·out mauurA. The chief nutrientB are, first, nitrogen, then potash anel ph08phoric 
acid, which. predominttes there; but what is of particular importance is the lime 
contained in the soil, whereby the nitrogen is set free, and ready to be absorbed in 
vegetable organisms. The latter property is defective in many Boils 'and when it is 
found defective recourse must be had to artificial means by putting lime 01' marl (a 
clay whicli contains much lime) upon the same. Accordin~ to the lUIalY8is of the 
Manitoba seil. there is no 'doubt that to the farmer who deslres to select fpr his future 
home a co.ntry which has the most productive soil and promises the richest harvests, 
no-couatTy ill the world offers greater attractions than the Province of Manitoba, in 
the Domiuion of Canada,," 

MANITOBA AND HOLSTEIN SOILS COMPARBD. 

ExcelS 
&lstein. Manitoba. in favor of 

Manitoba. 
--------------.------.;1--------1--------1--------

Potash ...•........•...•••... 1 

Sodium ...............••..•.. : 
Phosphoric Acid .............. ; 
Lime ...•....••............• 1 

Magnesia ....•.....•. , ...... . 
Nitrogen ..........••....•••• 1 

30 
20 
40 

130 
10 
40 

22~.7 
33.8 
69.4 

682.6 
16.1 

486.1 

198.7 
13.8 
29.4 

552.6 
6.1 

446.1 

In 1876 a number of practical Scottish farmers who visited Manitoba 
wel'e so thoroughly pel'suaded of its advantages that they purchased a 

. cO!1"'iderable ~uanti.ty of land. They selected a fair average sample ot' the 
sod and submItted It to Dr. Macadam. Lecturer on Chemistry ill the U ruver­
'sityof Edinburgh, 1I'ho gave this report :--

ANALYTICAL LABORATORY, SURG.oN'S HALL, 

EDINBtTRGH, 11,tll DecemIJer, 1876. 

ANALYSIS OF SAMPLE OF MANITOBA SOIL. 

Moisture ....... ............................................ . 
Organic matter containing nitrogen equal to ammonia, 23° ....... . 
Saline matter : 

Pholphates. . . . . . .. .. .. . . .. .... ... • ................... . 
Carbonate of lime ............................... , ..••.... 
Carbo!late of magnesia .................................. . 
Alkahn'3 salts ............................................ . 
Oxide of iron ••••••...•••••••.. , ......................... . 

.8ilicilJUB matter : 
Balld alld wiea ••••••...•••••......•••••.•••••••••••••••• 
Alumjna •• ~""' •••••••••••.••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

0.472 
1.763 
0.937 
l.273 
3.115 

151.721 
8.132 

21.364 
11.223 

7.560 

59.853 

100.000 
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T~e abov~. s?il is very rich in. organi~ matter, and contains th? full amount of 
the salme fertlllzmg matters found m all sOlis of a good bearing quality. 

STEPHENSON YACADAM, M. D., 

LpcturN' on Chemistr!l, d:r,. 

These analysis show the soil to Le peculiarly adapted to the growth of 
wheat and other cereals, owing to the> large proport;oll of silica which it 
contains, and to which is attributable great superiority of the wheat pro­
duced on it, over that grown further east or south. 

Manure is not required fOl' the land, which in many places has produc­
ed wheat crops for yeal'S in succession without any artificial assistancp. to 
.the soil. Mr. Loucks, whose opinions on the climate have already been 
quoted, stated to It Committee of the House of Commons, last year, that 
when he first went to Manitoba he leased a farm in the old Red River 
settlement, which had been the residence of a Mr. Monkman for 70 years 
and on which 52 crops of wheat had been raised without the aid of any 
artificial means to keep up the quality of the soil, even the byre manure 
having been turned into the ri ,·ar. The first year of Mr. Loucks' occupancy 
he had magnificent crops, hii wheat averaging 26 bushels to the acre, peas 
and potatoes yielded immense crops. The next year he produced 352 
bushels of potatoes from 10 bushels of seed. Of the other crops he s~id:-

" I put in mangolds, carrots, turnips, blood beets, celp.ry, potatoes and corn, all 
in the saml' field, which I had fall ploughed the previous year. Tbe mangolds I had 
were immensely large. The blood beets which I put in. 'as 1 bad been accustomed to 
do in Ontario, were also very large and yielded wonderfully. The carrots were very 
large, indeed, and very prolific. I did not measure the turnips as they were so plen. 
tiful, but I threw them in a heap and they occupied one·half of a large barn. I never 
saw anything to excel the celery. I planted it in the field. simply in the natural 
soil. The corn that I took from Ontario and ~lante,l there ripened; it was fine 
'green corn, a large variety of sweet corn. as well as a smaller var:ety M our common 
Canadian corn. 1 was led to bdieve that tbese kinds ot corn would not ripen, be· 
{lause they have a small Indian corn, 4, 5 01' 6 inches in length, in the c,mntry. But 
what I took there ripened and yielded well. I placed in the hands of Mr. Ogilvie 
some wheat plucked in my field from a new piece of soil. He took it to Montreal, 
and I afterwards saw a statement in the Witne88 about what were termed immense 
heads of wbeat. I broke up the soil from which they were plucked in the fall pre­
vious, in 1876; this was in 1877. In 1877 I bd still greater crops." 

The prairie lands are covered with a luxuriant vegetable growth, 
'which is easily got rid.of and the soil prepared for cultivation by plough­
ing not; deeper t;nan two inches, with a furrow from 12 to 16 inches wide. 
This should be done in June and July, as the sod is then more effectually 
killed than during any other Dlol1thll. It iR advisable to let the land re­
main fallow in this condition until the following spring, when it receives a 
deeper plowing, the furrows running in the same direction asthe first season. 
Crops may be spcured, especially pot..'ltoes, turnips and oat.'!, on land imme . 

.. (liately after the first ploughing, ,but weeds are sure to give trollLle, and 
.one season's delay more than compensates for the waiting. 
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WATER SUPPLY. 

In referring to t.he climate of the North West, reference was mad~ to 
the favorable nature of the rainfall during the growing season of vegetation. 
Senator Sutherland, who has resided many years in Manitoba, stated be­
fore a Committee of the House of Commons that he only remembered two 
seaso~ which were very dry, and that even. these were DOt sufficient d~oughts 
to prevent the growing of fair average crops. lie added that in .the a~seDce 
of showers there is sufficient moisture in the ~rth to- ;rtlJl.der the soil pro­
ductive. There are many rivers of ma.jestic l!Iize ~d great length, in­
numerable streams affording excellent water power, and countless smaH 
creeks, furnishing pure water. Lakes, many of considerable si,ze, and 
ponds of smaller dimensions, abound. Even in the north portions of the 
territory, where alkaline lakes are met with, ponds of good water are 
frequently found in close proximity. There is no scarcity of water for 
animals ... Where streams or pure ponds are not available, water for house­
hold purposes can generally be obtained by sinking wells to a depth offrom 
12 to 15 feet. . In some cases a· greater distance has to be penetrated, but 
failure is unheard of. 

TIMBER. 

When the North West was but imperfectly explored, it was feared 
that the supply of timber would be inadequate. The fuller explorations 
which have since been made, and the actual experience of settlers show 
that there is an abundance of wood for all purposes. The prevailing 
growth is poplar, its preponderance being due to the fires which have so 
frequently swept over tfe unoccupied prairies. Vast forests are believed to 
have once covered these lands, but owing to the carelessness of Indians with 
their camp fires, large tracts were denuded of timber. Laud over which 
fire has pa~sed is just ready to receive the downy seeds of poplar, hence its 
prevalence in groves and belts. For fencing, the consb:uction oflog houses. 
and fuel pllrpOSes, this wood answers excellently and is found in ample 
quantities. The settlement of the territory and its cultivation puts an end 
to these prairie fires and a fair proportion of wood growth spontaneously 
follows. These conditions al'e decidedly favorable for sUCceSSfll1 fOl'eStry, 
which can be carried on with but slight expense, In the neighboring 
American State of Minnesota, an extensive farmer covered seventy-two­
acres in spring; with cuttings of cotton wood, poplar and white willow, 
which flourished fiDely, and Ilfter two years, were from ten to fourteen feet 
high. At the same time he planted several bl1shels of seed, including two 
elder; oltk, white and red elm, hard and soft maple. and bass wood, and the 
sprouts from this seed in two yeal'll were three to five feet high. The soft 
ma.ple is peculiarly adapted, reaching a height of from four to five feet in 
the third year's growth. Such perfection has now been attained in the 
manufacture of barbed wire, proof against animals, that it will doubtless 
be largely used for fencing. By planting trees round fields, shade will be 
obtained, the necessary rainfall retained a.nd live posts provided to which 
to attach the wire. All timber grows·fast in the NOl1ih West. East of 
Manitoba a valuable timber l'egion exists. Nearly all the streams in the 
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North West are bounded by large belts of poplar, oak and ash, and in many 
places tamarac and spruce are found in large quantities. A number of saw 
mills are already in operation. Many more will be erected this season, and 
a plentiful supply o( sawn timber for building and other purposes is assured. 
In the Peace River district, to the far north west of the territory, Professor 
Macoun, the Government Botanist, sa) IS five sixths of the timber is poplar 
and is invariably a sign of dry soil and good land. Balsam poplar is very 
abundant on the islands in all the north western rivers, often attaining a 
diameter of from 6 to 10 feet, eyen in the extreme north. White spruce 
grows to a very large size on all the watersheds and the slopes of the south 
bank of the Peace River, on islands in all the rivers, and very abundantly 
on the low lands west of Lake Athabasca. Professor Macoun often saw 
it over three feet in diameter; but the usnd size is from one to two feeGi 
Banksian pine occurs at Lake Athabasca, and is abundant as the nord! 
branch of the Saskatchewan River is approached from the north. Whita 
birch is abundant on the Athabasca and Peace Rivers. The Indians make 
large quantities of syrup from its sap in the spring. 

COAL AND OTHER RESOURCES. 

Except in some sections of the country, remote from railways 01' 

navigable rivers, wood will not long be requisite for fuel. Coal has long 
been known to exist in great quantities, and the work of the Geological 
Survey has demonstrateq that North Western Canada possesses the most 
extensive known coal field, containing sufficient to supply the whole worltl 
for many years. It is estimated on reliable data that the coal area of 
the North West is not less than 500,000 square miles, with an average 
breadth of 280 miles. On the north branch of the- Saskatchewan River 
thick beds extend for hundreds of miles, cropping out at the river's banks. 
This coal has been used at Prince Albert for blacksmithing, and is being 
consumecl this winter at Edmonton and other places for household pur­
poses. On the Pembina River, further west, there is a seam 10 feet thick, 
of first-class quality. On the Battle River, coal is found in large quanti­
ties, and on the Red Deer River there are extensive deposits, some of the 
SE'ams being 12 feet·thick. A number of samples from these districts were 
lIubmitted to Professor Haanel, of Victoria College, Cobourg, who analyzetl 
them and gave the following report :-

"The specimens were the out-crop in each case, and taken from points at lea~t 
300 miles apart. The accompanying table of assays of coal from some of the principal 
mines of the United States and Nova Scotia. are highly valuable for comparison, and. 
when it is remembered that their sa.mples were taken from the bed of thtl mine, and. 
my specimens froDl tte out-crop, the superior quality of the Saskatchewan coal is 
fully establiehed. 

2 
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" ANALYSIS. 

LOCALITY. Spec. gr. Moisture Vol. 
Matter. 

-------------------- ------ ---- ----
I ........................ 1.375 11.88 28.66 
II .......... ". _ .......... 1.375 11.41 29.07 
III .......... ............ 1.840 6.69 33.70 
IV ......... _ ....•...•••.. 1.337 6.89 33.57 
Maryland ........ _ ....... ........ 1.25 15.80 
Pennsylvania ..... " ...... ........ 0.82 17.01 
Virgi.nia .................. ........ 1.64 36.63 
Joggins .......••••....... ........ 2.50 3630 
Srringhill ......................... 1.80 

28'''1 District of Pictou .... " .. "\ ....•... 1.750 25.875 
Same locality to top bench .....•... 1.500 24.800 
District of Richmond .............. .30 .25 

Fixed 
Carbon. 

------
57.25 
56.94 
53.25 
50.90 
73.01 
6t!.S2 
50.90 
56.00 
59.60 

61.950 
51.428 
56.40 

Ash. 

------
2.21 
2.58 
6.3li I 
8.64 I 
9.74 I 

13.35 
10.74 
5.20 

13.20 
10.425 
22.271 

13.35 

-----
10000 
100.00 
1"0. 
100. 

00 
00 

99.8 0. 
00 
00 
00 
00 
00 
00 
00 

100. 
100. 
100. 
100 
100. 
100. 
100. 

"The numbers 1. to IV. are as f"llows : I-The Pembina coal, 100 miles N. W_ 
from Edmonton. II-That from near Belly River, South Saskatchewan. Ill-That 
from Belly River. IV-That from Saskatchewan River, near Fort Edmonton, 900 
mile~ N. N. W. of the City of Winnipeg, in Manitoba. I and II. are bituminous 
coals, of a bright lustre, irregular fracture, showing. to judge from the small speci­
mens sent, no distinct laminat on, of a high spec. gr., 1.375, comparatively free from 
sulphur, and giving out little tarry matter upon coking. If tue specimens are com· 
pared among themselves, I. and II. pr&ve the best, IV. the poorest, yet by no means 
a pOOl' coal. None of the specimens contain inspissated pyl"ites, and are com para­
t:vely frea from sulphur. I. and II. contain all t le qualities to render them superior 
coal for he~ting purposes, and III. and IV. are much better than a great deal of coal 
from l'ennsyh-ania, such as we are often obliged to burn. For comparison, I add 
Mme assays of PeunsylYlnia, Maryhnd anJ Virginia coal, q'loted from Dana, and 
.loggins and Springhill coal, from the Cumberland coal field; from the carboniferous 
district of Pictou, and from the district of Richmlud. These last quoted from 
Tlawson's A)ai, Geol." 

During the past year, Mr. Hugh Sutherland, of 'Vinnipeg, has had 
.explorations on a large scale carried on in the vicinity of the Souris RiYer, 
under the superintendance of a well. known English mining engineer, the 
result being the discovery of excellent c(\al at a point not very far from the 
international boundary of the United States. A large number of miners 
are now employed, and it is the owner's intention m take the coal down 
the Somis and Assiniboine Rivers to Winnipeg and other places in the 
spring, so soon as the necessary arrangements for navigation can be made. 
The geological f':latures of the territory leave no room fOt, doubt that coal 
will be discovered at many places other than those mentioned, The rail­
way now in course of construction, and the lines of steamers which are 
about to be placed on the principal Jiivers, will afford ample means of 
transport and enable coal to be secured at cheap rates. Immense deposits 
of peat are found in some portions of the territory, which could easily be 
utilized for fuel. 

IRON ORE exists in large quantities, of excellent quality, throuO'hout the 
coall'egion, where it can be cheaply worked. There is overy reason to believe 
that within a few years the manufacture of iron will be' an important in­
dllstry in: the North West. 
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GOLD is found in paying quantities on the North Saskatchewan River 
-and in many of the other streams flowing from the Rocky Mountains. With 
lmt limited appliances, miners make fl'om $5 to $10, {£1 to £2 sterling) 
per day. 

'. LnIESToNE, from wllich (xcellmt lime' can be manufactured, is found 
m many places. ' 

. C~AY AND MARL suitable for brickwork and pottery is abundant 
Bn.ck IS l~rgely used for building in Winnipeg, many handsome structures 
-of It havrng been erected. 

SALT springs have been discovered at several points. 'On Lake Winni­
pego03is, the natives have long made salt in small quantities. The brine is 
of strJng quality, and can be secured without boring. 

PETROLEUM was found by Sir John Richardson and other.:! in the 
Athabasca district. An important industry will doubtless spring up in 
conne:}tion with its development. 

CAME AND FISH. 

Especially valuable to the traveller and settler .in a new country is a 
plentiful supply of game. Nowhere can it be found in greater abundance 
tlian in North Western Canada. Last summer, during a two months' trip to 
the S.1skatchewan district, the writer lived almost entirely on grouse, wild 
ducks, geE-se and plover. No delay was made to secure a bag, t,he shooting 
being done from the road while driving along. A settler going through the 
portions of the territory which are but sparsely inhabited can easily shoot 
suffi.:ient for his family's use, and after locating on his farm can look to the 
-same cheap source of supply for fresh and nutritious food. A species of 
grouse known as prairie chickens, ducks, geese, pheasants, partridges, 
pigeons, cranes, snipe, plover and rabbits abound. Of the lancer game 
many spel!ies of moose, deer and antelope are found to the north. Bears 
and wolves are fast retreating before the onward westward march of 
.civilization, but are yet killed in fair numbers, their skins fonning a con­
siderable somce of profit. Ruffalo formerly roamed over the prairies, but 
have been well nigh exterminated by Indians and hunters. Foxes, mink, mar­
tin, otter, muskrat, beaver and skunk are killed in large quantities for 
their fur. Toe lakes, ponds and rivers are plentifully stocked with fish. 
Sturgeon of large size, white fish, pil'kerel, pike, bass, perch, suckers, sun 
.fish, gold eyes, carp, trout and maskinonge furnish a never failing supply 
{)f food. In the woods large numbers of wild bees producing a fine quality 
of honey, are fonnd. The clear dl'y atmosphere and rich flowers are 
especially favorable for their culture, and bee-keeping is not unlikely to be­
.eome exceedingly profitable. 

AGRICULTURAL PRODUCTS. 

Great attention has been attached to the North West, among the 
:farmel'S of the older provinces, by the extraordinary display of agricultural 
;products exhibited at the Donliniol1 seat of Government at Ottawa last 
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autumn, . and at many of the provincial fairs in the Province· of Onta.rio .. 
The splendid specimens of grains, fruits, roots and vegetables surprls.ed 
even those who had frequently read of the fertility of the soil, and the lD­

dications are that a large number will sell out their farms in the older 
provinces and seek new homes in thfl North West., where, unlike the" 
wooded lands of Ontario and Quebec, requiring weary years of clearir,g, the' 
soil has but to be ploughed and sown to secure an almost immediate 
return. Climatologists have satisfactorily demonstrated that the cultivat­
ed plants yield the greatest products near the northernmost limit at which 
they will grow. This is shown, beyond the chance of dispute, in the North 
West, where, instead of being developed too rapidly, as is the case further­
south, the undue lux1lriance of the stem or leaf is restrained by the 
cool, late spring and the chief development of the plant thrown into the 
ripening period. 

THE GREAT WHEAT CENTRE. 

First in importance among the cereals is wheat, The country whicIt 
possesses the greatest area of wheat producing land, has what is necessary 
to make it the chief agricultural power. The wheat lands of the United, 
States, now nearly aU taken up, brought under cultivation and producing­
their maximum yield, are but small when compared with the vast extent 
of territory in North 'Vestel'll Canada, which has been proved to consist 
of the soils best adapted for the growth of this cereal. The climate is 
peculiarly favorable, the dryness of the ripening and harvesting seasons 
producing a sound, plump grain; the crops being certain; and the fertility 
of the soil ensuring a larger continuont! average yield than has ever been 
secured elsewhere in the world. Blodgett, a distinguished American author­
ity, admits "that the basin of the Winnipeg is the seat of the greatest 
" average wheat product on this continent, and probably in the world." 
The Red River valley, which forms a portion of this basin, is of consider­
able extent, and the result of many yeHrs' cultivation in the old Selkirk 
settlement, near what is now the sitc of the City of Winnipeg, shows that 
the soil is practically inexhaustible. Reftlt'ence has already been made in 
an earlier portion of this work to one farm 0n which 52 crops of wheat 
had been raised from the same fields, during the 70 yeal's they have been 
under cultivation. The wheat zone, following the isothermal lines, extends 
in a north westerly direction acl'oss the whole of the North West Terri­
tories of Canada, to the boundaries of British Columbia and Alaska. At 
a banquet in Winnipeg, in October, 1879, to MI'. A. H. Pell, M. P., and 
Mr. Clare Sewell Read, M.P., members of the Royal Commissioii t<r 
enquire into the state of agriculture, l'ih . .T. W. Taylor, Oonsul for the 
United States at Winnipeg, candidly admitted that far the greater propor­
tion of wheat producing land on this continent is comprised in North 
Western Oanada. After describing the coursps of the several columns of 
emigration which arrive from the old world, he said :~ 

"I believe that even the southern counties of M innesot(l; itself could grow 
Indian corn to more advantage to·day than wheat. There remains the nOTthem zone 
spec aIly adapted to wheat ~rowing and cattle raising. That includes Canad:l (th~ 
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'Old province!!), ,Yisconsin and Michigan partially, and Minnesota; bnt throe·fourths 
of the great wheat producing belt of the continent lies north of the international 
boundary, and within the Canadian North West. This zone is in course of occupa. 
tion by the third great column of emigration. Minnesota, fortunately, is in the 
southern portion of this splendid zone-the area of which is equal in capacity to four 
states as large as Pennsylvania. As the granary for the world, this zone can, it 
appears to me, only find its rival in the wh'mt districts of Southern Russia." 

Fall or winter wheat is, as yet, bllt little cultivated in the North 
West, spring varieties being planted almost exclusively. No ofij.cial returns 
are prepared of the yield, but a careful investigation of the evidence given 
from time to time before committees of the House of Commons j of the 
-careful st,atements collected by the press, and the personal enquiries of the 
writer, show the average yield of wheat to be fnlly 30 bushels per acre. 
Professor Macoun, Government Botanist, who has had great experience in 
the districts under consideration, puts the average as high as 35 bushels. 
Many cases are recorded of far larger yields. Mr. Kenneth Mackenzie, 
whose evidence has previously been referred to, testified that he had 
frequently raised 40 bushels. Mr. Thos. Taylor, of Mapleton, near Win­
ipeg, raised 70 bushels from two bushels (j)f seed, which is the general 
quantity sown per acre. The average mentioned is secured by a system of 
farming which cannot be considered as generally good. Were the farmers 
of Manitoba to cultivate as thoroughly as their fellow agriculturists in the 
<llder provinces, the yield would undoubtedly be much greater. 

Minnesota is the ~ief wheat state of the American Union. Official 
l:etnrns of the aJ'eragegrowth there during fourteen years, no record having 
been taken from 1860 to 1865, are as follows ;-1860, 22.05 bushels per 
acre j 1865, 22.07 j 1866, 14.46 j 1867, 14.64 j 1868, 17.91 j 1869,17.70; 
1870, 15.07 j 1871, 12.28; 1872, 17.40 j 1873, 17.04 j 1874, 16.03 j 

1875, 17.05 j 1876, :1.61 ; 1877, 22. Omitting decimals, a yield of 17 
bushels per acre may be assumed a'J the established wheat average of Min. 
nesota. An American authority !ltates that the average yield in Wiscon­
sin is 13.04 bushels per acre. The largest known yield in Ohio, one of 
the leading wheat states, was 17~ bushels per acre, while the average for 
ten years, as officially shown, was but 10.55 bushels. Illinois, according 
1;0 high local authority, produces from year te year not more than 8 
bushels per acre j only four states, by the census returns, showing an 
·average of 15 bushels .per acre, while the whole wheat area of the United 
States does not average over 11 bushels. The average of Iowa, in a series 
<lfseven years, was but 10.30 bushels. The comparitive average yields 
:are as under;-

N?rth Western Canada ............. 30 bn~~els p~,r a~~e. 
Mmnesota ..........••••••••..••.• 17 
Massachusetts ..................... 16 
Pennsylvania ......•..•..•..•.•.... 15 
Wisconsin ......................... 13 
The whole United States wheat area 11 
Iowa ............................. 10 
Ohio ............................. 10 
Illinois...... •..•.. ...•..••••.•... 8 



22 NORTH WESTERN CANADA. 

Not only is the average yield larger in the Canadian N 01 th West 
than in the United States, but the weight is also considerably greate·, as 
will be seen by this comparison :-

North Western Canada: ..•...••. 63 to 661bs. per bushel. 
Mi~ne.ota ..........•.......•.. ~ to ~:: .. .. 
OhIO ••••••.....•.....•......... ;)/ to 60 
Pe~n~ylvania .......••.......... 5~ to ~O :: 
IllinoIs. . . . . • . • . . .. . ........... 5_ to ;)8 

When milled, the Canadian grain shows a very satisfactory exhibit. 
As an example, it may be stated that Messrs. J. R. McMillan and Jo~n 
Williams, of Rockwood, Manitoba, raised a large quantity of wheat In 

1878, whieh weighed 66 Ib8. per bushel. Forty-six bushels sent to the St. 
Paul's mill, produced for each 60 Ib8. of wheat: 42t Ibe. flour, -it Ibs. 
middlings, 2t Ibs. coarse shorts, 8t Ib8. bran; 2 Ibs. being allowed for 
dust and dirt and passing through the smut machine; stones and bolt. A 
fine sample grown by Mr. Adam Mackenzie, at Beautiful Plains, Manitoba. 
averaged 66 to 68 Ibs. per bushel, and produced 46 Ibs of flour to the 
bushel. Owing to the soundness and fulness of the grain, and its hard 
nature, rendering it peculiarly favorable for the improved milling process. 
the C'anadian North 'Vest wheat commands a higher price tha,n 
American. 

The United States Consul at Winnipeg said in a recent letter to the 
,St. Paul Pioneer Press :-

.. In 1871, Mr. Archibaloi, the well·known propriet. r of the Dundas Mills in. 
Southern Minnesota, visiteu '\Ianitoba. He renw.rkec.l that the spring wheat in his 
couutry was deteriorating-softening, and he sought a change of seed, to restore its 
flinty texture. He timed his visit to Winnipeg with the harvest, and found the 
quality of grain he desired, but the yield astonished him. ' Look,' said he, with a 
heaU of wheat in his hand, 'we have had an excellent harvest in Minnesota, but I 
never saw more than two well·formed grains in each group or cluster, forming a row, 
but here the rule is three grains in each cluster. That's the difference between 20, 
and 30 bushels per acre." 

.. More recently, Prof. Maconn, the botanist of the Canadian Pacific Railway 
Survey, has shown me two heads of wheat, one from Prince Albert, a settlement; 
near the forks of the Saskatchewan, latitude 53 north, longitude 106 west; and' 
another from Fort Vermillion, on Pe,ace River, latitude 59 north, longitude 116 west, 
and from each cluster of the two I separated five well·formeu grain8, with a corres-,' 
ponding length of the head. Here was the perfection of the wheat plant, a.ttained, 
according to the wdl-known physical law, near the most northern limit of its 911.C. 
cessful growth." 

The experience of the Mennonites, who have a large colony in the' 
southern portion of Manitoba, shows that wheat of poor quality becomes 
much improved by planting in the rich soil of which their farms are com­
posed. Much interest was recently excited on the Montreal Corn Exchange 
by the exhibit of several samples of wheat grown in this colony from seed 
imported from Russia. Messrs. Ogilvie & Co., the larcrest millers in 
Canada, on whose stand the samples were shown, statel'that the wheat 
]lad been much improved by the fertile soil of Manitoba, being full and. 
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hard, weighing 65 Ibs. per bushel, and just the whe~,t that is now so much 
required for making flour. The Mennonites had already sold 50,000 
bushels of the crop of 1879, and had It large quantity remaining on hand. 

Samples of Fife and Golden Drop' Wheat, grown in Manitoba aml 
exhibited at the international exhibitions at Paris and Philadelphia, carriell 
off medals and awards. 

Mr. W. W. Ogilvit', the celebrated Montreal miller, writing under 
date of Noy. 15th, 1879, said;-

"'Ve like Manitoba wheat because it contains more vluton than any other. This 
is the quality that is required to make a large light loaf of bread; there is nothing in 
the seed they have; it is altogether in the soil, which is new, dark and deep; it has 
a greater depth of da) k soil than any part of the United States, and is likely to grl w 
25 to 40 bushels of'\\' heat per acre, for thirty to filty years without manure; and yon 
will get 12 1b8. more and much better bread from 100 Ibs. of Manitoba wheat liour 
than from Ontario" heat flour. It will also give 2 to 3 Ibs. more liour per busht! 
than Ontario wheat. The wheat of Ontario is every year getting weaker, and. con­
taining ml're starch ann less gluton, so that this year we find it impossible to make 
good flc-,cr out of it. The element required for growing good wheat has passed out of 
the land and no manuring will restore it. You may.be able to grow a good yield of 
good looking wheat, but it. will not have glltton enough to make good brea,l. The 
same tl:!ing exists in the middle and eastern States. The sooner Ontari0, like New 
York, gives up growing wheat and turns to dairy and cattle the better. * *". 
I have travelled over the wheat fields of Europe, Asia and Africa, and kuow very 
well all the wheat lands of the United States except California, but I have never 
seen wheat lands equal to Manitoba and the North West Territory." 

BARh;y. 

Next to wheat in importance is barley, which is often sown as a 
favorite alternative. The kind most frequently raised is four-rowed, but 
any does well. Two bushels of seed per acre is generally sown. Thirty­
five bushels per acre is the average yield, but as high as 40 and 50 bushels 
is often obtained, and even 60 bushels is known to have been raised. The 
general weight is from 50 to 55 lbs. per bushQl. The grain is of excellent 
quality, has a fine color, and is unsurpassed for malting j the cool, dry 
period of the ripening season producing a plump and well-filled grain. 
The comparitiye average yield iS,as under;-

North Western Canada •.....•..... 35 bushels per acre. 
~Jinne8ota .......... .............. 25 " " " 
Iowa ............................ 22 
\Visconsin ......................... 20 " 
Ohio .............................. 19 
Indiana .......................... 19 
Illinois .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . .• 17 

OATS 

Is peculiarly a northern grain. Only in a comparitively cool climate 
does it attain solidity and yield the return which remunerates the labol' ami 
cost of production. The rare adaptation of the climate and soil of N ol'th 
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Western Canada is shown, not only by the large yield, but b:f the supe~or 
quality of the product, itll weight being much larger than lD the Umted 
States. Two bushels par acre of seed is the amount usually sown. The 
average product is from 40 to 55 bushels per acre. . One hundred bushels 
per acre is known to have been raised. A comparIson of averages gives 
this result :-

North Western Canada ............ 4n bushels per acre. 
Minnesota. . .. .... .. .. .. .. . .. .... 37 ':, :: :: 
Iowa ........................... 28 
Ohio .••.••••••••••..•.••..••••.. 23 

A stool of 92 stems, the product of a single grain, was exh~bited in 
Winnipeg by Mr. Thos. West. On one of the stems 121 grams were 
counted. 

PEAS 

Will always be a heavy crop, the soil and climate being thoroughly 
adapted. Russian blue and the small white varieties are those most 
generally cultivated. A little over two bushels per acre are sown, and 
the average yield is from 30 to 50 bushels. 

MAIZE, 

Or Indian corn, has not been grown extensively, and cannot be con­
sidered as very well adapted for cultivatbn in the North West, the 
cool nights and heavy dews, so favCfable to other crops, not suiting it. 
The larger size is scal'c~ly ever plantea. The smaller is occasionally, and 
also the sweet corn, and succeeds fairly. Some very good specimpn. 
were exhibited at the Dominion Exhibition last year. 

FLAX 

Ciln only be raised successfully in a cool region, the warm climates of 
the South causing the b:l.1'k to become brittle and hard, and the rapidit.y 
with which it matures preventing the lint from obtaining consistency or 
tenacity .. On account of its extremely fll.vorable climate, there is every 
reason to believe that North Western Canada will prove a formidable rival 
to Northern Europe as a field for the c,lltivation of flax. Th.e e1rly set­
tlers raised large crop3 of it, but the WIl!lt of mills caused them 1.0 discon­
tinue its growth. The Mennonit.es have raised considerable quantities and 
have sent out many carloads of seed. 

RYE is not largely grown, but good crops of it are obtainable. Wild hops 
are seen on the prairies in abundance. 

BOOTS AND VEGETABLES. 

All root crops do well. Turnips yield heavily. They are seldom in­
jured by flies or insects. At an exhibition in ¥a.nitoba, specimens were 
shown weighing 36 lbs. and over. They were chiefl.y of the Swedish, 
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yellow, Aber<ieen and white var;etip,s. A thousand bushels have been 
produCfld on an acre, and 600 bushels is a common crop. . Mangold 
wurtzel and Cal'l'ots crop well. The latter' ,.,ften weigh over 21bs. each. 
Parsnips do admil'ably, 2t and 21 Ibs. specimen!; being plentiful. Cauli­
ilower, lettuce, celery, cucumbers, rhubarb, and radishes attain great per­
fection. Onions are a specialty, and produce large crops. Cabbages grow 
to an enormous size, often measuring as much as 4ft. in circumference, and 
weigh as high as f!'Om 25 to 301bs. Beets grow well and the cultivation 
-of the sugar beet promises to affurd an excellent field for the investment of 
-capital. 

It ir.; well known that in the south potatoes are scarcely fit for human 
food, the forcing sun bringing them to fructification before the roots have 
had time to attain their proper size or ripen into the qualities necessary for 
nourishment. In North Western Canada, the climatic conditions are the 
most favorable in the world for the succf'ssful pl'oduction of this necessary 
and delicious esculent, which is produced of large size, first-cl<lss quality 
and excellent flavor, the crop averaging from 400 to 500 bushels per acre, 
and 600 bushels being often produced. Specimens of the Early Rose 
variety, eent to the International Exhibition at Philadelphia, weighed from 
2k to 3! Ibs. each, and received honorable mention and awards. Fac­
similies in wax were shown at the Paris Exhibition and were granted 
awards. The following examples of crops raised in Manitoba show the ex­
traordinaJ,'Y growth of potatoes there. Mr. James Sinclair, of Greenwood, 
planted one pound of snowflakes which produced 262 Ibs. Mr. Ormand 
of St. James, sent a 51b. specimen to Ontario. In Winnipeg, on land that 
had been cropped for 40 years, Mr. F. C. Shipp secured a 41bs. specimen. 
Mr. J. W. Sifton of the Pacific Telegraph service, raise i 275 bushels on a 
quarter acre patch, an average of 1100 bushels per acre. Mr. Henderson, 
{)f Winnipeg, took 76 potatoes from one hill, 55 of them being larger than 
hen's ·eggs. Mr. Jas. Barclay, at Stony Mountain, tried a crop on land 
that had been but once ploughed, the sod not having rotted. The result 
was 466 bushels of large healthy potat,oes to the acre. Mr. Mullard, of 
Victoria, raised 161 Ibs. of early snowflakes from a pound of seed. Mr. 
F. J. Hosken, of St. Boniface, took six huge potatoes and a pailful ofsmaH 
{)nes from a single hill. 

In 1876, the Manitoba Free Press, with commendable enterprise, col­
lected complete statistics of the agricultural productions throughout the 
whole IJrovince. The returns showed the average growth for that year to 
be, wheat,32~ bushels per acre ; barley,42~ bushels; oats, 51 bushels; peas, 
.32 bushels; potatoes, 229 bushels; turnips, 662! bushels. 

FRUIT. 

Wild fruits are abunrbnt, whortleberries, cranberries, currants, straw­
berries, raspben'ies and gn.tpes being the most common. All the small 
fruits do well in gardens, plums especially. Owing to the plentifulness of 
wild fruits, and the difficulty, in the early days of settlement, of procuring 
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trees, apples and pears have been but little cultivated; of late considerabl~ 
progress has, however, been madE', and success has attended the expen-­
menta. One of the most prized varities is the Fameuse, a delicious apple­
which is largely grown in the district of Montl'eal. 

Professor MacouD, the Government Botanist, found' the Peace .River: 
County and Athabasca regions extremely prolific in. the productlO~ . of 
fruits. He says that the service berry is collected in immense quantities 
on the· Upper Peace Rh-er, and forms quite an article of food and trade. 
When at Dunvegan, in August, 1876, the Indians and half breeds were 
collecting the berries which were then in their ;rime. The Indian women 
press them into square cakE'S while fresh, but +.hose intended for the Hud­
son's Bay Company's posts, are dried in the sun and mixed with buffa~o­
meat to f01'Dl pemican. Strawberries and raspberries are very abundant lU 

most districts on Peace River, especiBlly at Vermillion. An amber 
colored raspberry is very abundant at Lake Athabasca, and up around­
Portage Ill. Loche, and the va.lley of the English River. Its fruit is c?n­
verted into jellies and jams, and gives a relish to many :a. poor meal, Hlgh 
bush cranberries are very abundant in the wooded districts on both sides 
of the Athabasca. and Clear Water rivers,and around Lake A thabasca, Goose­
berries and currants of many specit's are found, but are not much sought 
after. Blueberries, low bush cranberries, and the cowberry,-were seen in 
abundance by Professor Macoun in pllrticular localities in these districts. 
Two species' of cherries-the bird cherry and the choke cherry--complete 
the list. 

GRASSES. 

The natural grasses are very nutritious, and cattle can be wintered 
wit.hout any coarse grain, It is not customary to feed any grain except to­
milch cows or stall-fed animals. The usual yield of prairie grass when cut 
into hay is an average of from three to four tons per acre, It usually 

-grows about five or six feet high, and, although coarse, is very nutl'itious. 
Timothy and clover both do well. With a machine for mowing, the cost;. 
for cutting and stacking does not exceed $2 per ton. 

A farmer, who removed fl'om the Pl'ovinceof Quebec, and is now living 
at Morris, about midway bctween Winnipeg and the United States fron­
tier, wrote on July 1st, 1879 . 

.. I wish you could Bee the meadows as they are nl)w. There i8 a grrat variety 
of. gr&lllleB. There is a red top that looks like our red top, which grows where th& 
land iB very ,wet, and ,is very tall and fil!e. It would make first rate hay, but the 
land .where, It groWB I!, too wet to cure It on. Th.e handsomest sight, hl)wever, for 
hay, 18 a IDlxt~re of Wild pea, or vetCh, and a fine kmd of wild grass. It is between 
2 and 3 feet high, and 80 thick and even all over that I do not think a ball would 
fall to the ground throuah it. The pea is a dark green, and the gr ... a pale green 
To look over such a field of thouiaDds of acre8, is a sight that cannot be seen any 
where except on a prairie. On the dry prairie, the graBB is Bhort. There is a good 
deal of vetQh and rose bush short and fine, almost like clo'l'~r, and weeds with here 
and there Bcatterinlt spears of coarse wild graB8, spots of wild Sax and u'tany other 
kinde of plants. This i8 the best time to judge of the wetne.. ~ dryneas. of the 
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land. The hay is a sure indication. If you see a rl d top, you will find wa~er or 
very moist lana; if it is a. rush or rO\lg'l head wild grass, the land is wetter; am1 
where it is white or pale-top tall grasp, it is as well to keep {ut." 

STOCK RAISING. 

Ontario, Quebec and some of the Maritime Provinces have secured an 
enviable reputation in Britain for the excellence of their live stock. If 
these wooded provinces are succes~ful stock-raising districts, how totally 
will their results in this line be eclipsed by the achievements to be attained 
on the vast stretches of luxuriant pasturage in the North West.. Cattle 
are easily kept on the prairie lands, and fati;en rapidly on the rich and 
nourishing natural grasses. 'So excellent are these luxuriant growths that 
cattle driven for hundreds of miles across the plains towards a market, im­
prove steadily in weight and condition as they proceed 011 their journey. 
The prodigious crops of roots and coarse gr:lins which can be raised enable 
rapid fattening to be done' at a o,inimuru of expense. The dry winters 
sharpen the appetite !J.nd secure a mo,re rapid secretion of fat than in 
regions where the winters are 'warmer and more humid. The beef is of 
first-dass quality and superior to that of stall fed animals, either in othel' 
p@rtions of Canada, or in Britain. Foot and mouth dispase is unknown in 
Canada, and the North West has never been visited by any cattle disease. 
Lor:l Elphinstone, who owns some 12,000 acres in the Riding Mountain 
district, is so thoroughly satisfied that stock farming will prove profitable,. 
that he has already commenced it on a large scale. 

Horses remain out throughout the winter, the depth ot snow being light,. 
and when brought in in spring are in better condition than when turned 
out at the beginning of winter. They are frequently herded in bands of 
from one to two hundred, in charge of one man to prevent them roaming 
too far. Horses which have strayed from engineering and surveying par­
ties in the autumn, in a poor condition owing to a hard summer's work,. 
when found in the spring are greatly improved. 

The experiments in sheep growing have been limited, but enough has 
been proved to leave no doubt that it is impossible to find on the continent. 
a more healthy climate for sheep than in N orth Western Canada. The dry 
winters suit them excellently, and with a. good supply of hay, and the pro­
tection afforded by natllral bluffs, they are kept through the season at a 
very low cost. An instance is mentioned where a flock of about twenty 
strayed away in the beginning of winter and were found in the spring, fat. 
and none missing, but with an addition of several lambs to the flock. The 
wool is of fine texture, of great length and produces heavy fleeces. Sheep 
imported from lllinois, Ohio and other American States have their wool 
much improved by the change of location. The mutton is sweet and juicy. 
In the Red River district a number of flocks of the old class of sheep are 
still kept. They are generally large and produce rather coarse mutton. 
Southdowns and Cotswolds have been brought in and are giving perfect 
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sa.tisflWtion. Forty years have elapsed since sheep were first introduced 
into the Red River settlement. No diseaae has occurred among them. 
Footrot is unknown. 

Dairy farming is well ada.pted to the country, the vas~ stretches of 
natural meadows affording unrivalled pasturage. In the Province of On­
tario over 200 cheese factories are in existence. This number will be small 
in comparison with those in North Western Ca.nada, as the territory be­
comes settled up. 

Professor Mac;:oun says :-

"The country, in my opinion, is wen suited for stock.raising throughout its 
whole extent. The winters are certainly cpld, but the climate i~ dry, and the win· 
'tel' mows are light, both as tp depth and weight. All kinds of animals have thieker 
coats in cold climates than in warm ones, 80 that the thicker coat counter· balance. 
the greater cold. Dry snpw never injurea cattle in Ontario. No other kind everfaU, 
in Manitoba or the N orth West, 80 .tha.t there can be np trouble from this cause. 
Cattle winter just &8 well on the Athabasca and Peace Rivers a.s they do in Manitoba; 
and Mr. Gra.nt, who has been living on Rat Creek, Mauitoba, for a number of years, 
says tbat cattle ~ve lesa trouble there than they do in Nova Scotia. Horaea winter 

-<ld without feed other than what tbey pick up, from Peace River to Manitoba. 
Sheep, CAttle, and horses will require less attention and not require to be fed as long 
as we now feed them iu Onta.rio. Owing to the light rain·faJl the uucut grass is al· 
most as good as hAY when the winter seh in, whioh it does without the heavy rains 
of the eut. This grass remains good all winter 808 the dry snow does riot rot it. In 
the spring the snow lea\'e8 it almost aa good as ever, 80 that the cattle can eat it until 
the young graes appears. From five to six month. is about the time cattle will reo 
quire to be fed, and shelter will altog~ther depend on the farmer." 

MONETARY SYSTEM: 

The decimal system of currency is in operation in Canada, the dollar 
--expressed thus $, - being the standard. The copper coins are of the 
"\'a.lue of one cent and two cents, a cent being the lOOth part of a dollar. The 

!fIilver coins are 5c, lOc, 25c, and 50c. Gold is the legal tender, and the 
American gold coinage, being of aqual value, is used. There is no Cana. 
-dian gold coinage, paper notes, rtldeemable in gold, being used. The usual 
·notu are $4, $5, $10, $100, $500 and $1000 and are issued by chartered 
'banks, under certain restrictions. The Government issue $1 and $2 IlOtes. 
A pound sterling is worth four dollars and eighty·siX cents Canadian cur~ 
·rency---$4.86. For rough calculations a dolla.r may be said to equal four 
.shillings sterling. 

RAILWAYS. 

Recognizing the great importance of providing railway communica­
tion for the North West, the Government in 1871 decided on the con­
.1ItTuction of a trans·continental line to connect the Atlantic and Pacific 
lIeaboards, passing entirely through Canadian territory. The Intercolonial 
Railway, oompleted some years since, runs from Halifax, in Nova Scotia. 
on the Atlantic coast, to Quebec, It distance of 686 ruiles. The next link 
in the trans-continental chain is the Quebec, Montreal & Occidental Rail-
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way, from Quebec to Ottawa, 262 miles. The Canada Central Railway, 
ah'eady completed from Ottawa to Pembroke, 105 miles,is being extended to 
near Lake Nipissing. 140 miles, at which point it will connect with the 
Canadian Pacific Railway, which, after running about 500 miles, will reach 
the north western shore of Lake Superior at Thunder Bay. From Thunder 
Bay to Winnipeg tpe distance is 431 miles. All this portion of the line is 
under construction. West from Lake Superior the road is completed for 
some distance, and trains run regularly. Eastward from Winnipeg, some 70 
miles are in operation. The centre sections are being pushed on rapidly, 
and it is confidently expected that they will be completed in 1881, placing 
Winnipeg in direct communication with Lake Superior, from which grain, 
&c., will be taken through the lake, canal and river route to Montreal for 
ocean shipment. ~~rom Winnipeg, the Pembina Branch runs to the 
United States boundary, 63t miles, where it connects with the vast rail­
way system of the United States. By using the American lines to Detroit, 
connection is made with the Grand Trunk and Great Western Railway of 
Canada and direct communication secured with Halifax. The North West 
is therefore now reached by an all rail route from the Atlantic coast, and 
is consequently placed within from 12 to 14 days travel from Britain. 
From Winnipeg westward, 100 miles of the Canadian Pacific line are 
under construction, the contractor being bound to complete his work this 
year. Tenders for the construction of another 100 miles, to run westerly 
from the terminus of the first 100 miles melltioned, will shortly be asked 
for. Contracts have been awarded for the construction of 125 miles from 
the British Columhia coast north easterly. It is the intention of the Gov­
ernment to push on the work from both ends, so that but a few years will 
elapse before the whole line is completed. The portions through the 
prairie country are easily and cheaply built. The Canadian Pacific line 
passes through valuable territory. The eaR tern section will open up 
rich tim bel' and mining lands, the middle portion will pass through the fertile 
belt of the N orlh West, and the western section will develop the rich mineral 
reSOUl'ces of British Columbia. The engineering advantages of the route 
are very great, the altitudes to be surmounted being much less than on the 
American lines, which for hundreds of miles pass through the great western 
deserts. 

Private enterprise has alreadY commenced 1;0 develop itself in railway 
matters. The South Western Railway Company has obtained a charter of 
incorporation for a line from Winnipeg southwesterly, and notices are 
given that several applications will be made to Parliament this session for 
other roads. 

WATER CO~IMUNICATION. 

The settlement of the North 'West will be largely assisted by the vast 
water system formed by its numerous inland seal and rivers, over which 
will be carried a large proportion of its productions.. For several years the 
Red River of the North has been navigated by large ~teamers from Moore­
head, in the State of Minnesota, to Winnipeg, 440 miles. The Assini-
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l;>oine a river of over 600 miles in leng~h, which. joins the Red River at 
Wimrlpeg, is travened by stea.mers for a great portion of i~s route from 
the North West. ltsafHuent, the S()Uris, on which are extensIve coal beds, 
is believed to be navigable, and the question will be practically tried ~his 
.season. 

The great Sa.'l'.!atchewan, and its north ~nd sputh branche.\!, will be 
the chief waterways. Rising in the Rocky Mountains, these stl'eams flow 
m:my hunclred miles before connecting at the Forks, whence the united 
waters rlln first in a north easterly, and then in a south easterly direction, 
emptying into Lake Winnipeg, which has an area of 8,500 square miles 
and a length of over 300 miles. A portion of this route hM been uSAd for 
the past thl'ee or.four years by the HUWJon'lI Bay Company, whosepropellor, 
starting from the Lower Fort Garry, north of Winnipeg, proceeds up the 
Lake to the mouth of the Saskatchewan, were goods are transhipped to 
boats on the river by means of a short tramway, the Grand Rapids near 
the mouth of the river being unnavigable. The company's river boats ply 
up the main stream and then \ up the north branch as far as Edmonton, 
a~out 1100 miles. Hitherto they have not calTied passengers and have re­
fused to take goods except for their own trading posts, but it is understood 
that they intend to make alterations in their sytltem this year. A company 
incorporated by th£' Cilnadian Government, and composed of well known 
capitalists, has been formed for the purpose of placing additional steamers 
on the Assiniboine and Saskatchewan. Tl,Iey propose to connect, by a 
branch line, with the Canadian Pacific Railway, at the south of LBke Man­
itoba, and run up that Lake and through Lake Winnipegoosis to the north 
end of the latter, where goods will be transhipped across a tramway of 
abont fonr miles and placed 01;l the Sasketchewan river where it widens 
iato Cedar Lake at a point considerably further up stream than where its 
nil. vig ~tion is commenced by the Hudson's Bay Company. The bad portions 
.()e the river will thus be avoided and unintelTupted communication secured 
along the whole length of the main stream and. up both branches nearly to 
.t'1e Rocky Mountains. The total distance traversed by the company's 
boats on the various routes will be nearly 4000 miles. It is Il-nnounced 
that their steamers will be fitted up for passenger traffic, and that special 
attention will be paid to the wants of emigrants. The boats will also have 
capacity for calTying large quamities of freight and the rates Qf transporta­
tion will doubtless be materially reduced.. A writer on the North West 
lias well compared the Saskatchewan to the Da.nube, and L~es Manitoba 
Winnipeg, and Winnipegoosis, to the Baltic and Black Seas. ' 

The Peace River is navig!l.ble from the Rocky Mountains for at least 
1500 miles, at no point in this distance being less than six feet deep. 
A t the end of the 500 miles, the~ are obstructions which could be 
-overcome by a canal two miles in length, which would afford 250 miles of 
further navigation, in which there is no obstruction but a rapid caused by 
boulders in the channel. Their remova.l would probably overcome the 
difficulty. 
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The Athabasca is navigable for 180 miles above Lake Athabasca, between 
which and the Arctic Ocean only one break exists, some 14 miles across 
by land; after that is overcome 1300 miles of first.cla,s8 river navigation is 
met with, no obstruction occuring in the whole route to the ocean. 

The Upp~r Missouri Ri,-er, which flows through the American terri­
tories of Montana and Dacotah, is largely used for the transport of goods 
for the Bow River district, near the Ro~ky Mountains, at the south east 
-corner ot the Canadian North West Territories. Messrs. II. G. Baker & 
Co., whose headquarters are at Fort Benton, Montt!na, and who have out­
posts at Forts McLeod, Walsh and Calgarry, on the Canadian side, are 
owners of the Baker line of steamers, which is composed of three first­
.class boats, the Col. McLeod, the Red Cloud and the Benton. 

Goods arriving Lv the Northern Pacific Railway at Bismark are 
there transferred to the boats and takp,n up the river to Benton, whence 
they are taken into Canadian territory in carts. For the land transport 
Messrs Baker & Co. employ regularly some 72 men, 576 oxen, 60 mules, 
and 108 wagons. T):tey also own 3000 head of stock cattle. They are 
contractors for the transport of the Canadian .Mounted Police supplies . 
.A t their posts they do a large general trading business. 

lIIARKETS. 

In new settlements the home markets are sufficient for the grain 
crops of the first year or two .. The extensive railway works in operation 
provide an excellent market at remunerative rates. 'With the rapid 
settlement now going on, and the large area brought under cul­
tivation each year it cannot be long until the North West does a 
la,rge export trade in wheat, which it is certain can be produced in the 
North West for 40c. per bushel. With the present commnnications, sup­
pose it costs 5.5c. delivered in 'Vinnip3g. 011 the opening of the railway to 
Lake Superior, it can be conveyed from 'Villnipeg to Thunder Bay by 
rail, thence by the water route to Montreal for Hic. From Montreal to 
Liverpool the ocean freight is 10c. That is a total cost of 80c. per bushel 
delivered in Liverpool, equal to 26s. 6d. sterling per quarter of eight 
bushels. The average price of wh 3at in England for the 30 years from 
1848 to 1878 was 53s. a quarter-the highest price being' 73s. lId. in 
1850, and the lowest 39s. 7d. in 1851. In view of those figures it is not 
difficult to realize how great will be the success of the wheat grower in 
North Western Canada, and what an important effect the cultivation of 
the vaRt fertile belt will have on the wheat markets of the world. 

Cattle transported hundreds of miles to Chicago have been forwarded 
thence to the British markets. 'When ~tock-raising has reached the posi­
t,ion of an important industry in the North West, as it very shortly will, 
cattle will doubtlesB be sent fl·om there to England. Dairy products are 
also likely to be a large article of export. 

Settlers need entertain no fear of a want of markets. 
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THE HUDSON'S BAY ROUTE. 

The cost of wheat from the North West, delivered in Liverpool, has 
been calculated on the basis of the route via the Canadian Pacific Railway 
to Lake Superior and thence to Montreal for ocean shipment. But the 
indications are that a much shorter way to Britain can be made available. 
From the head of Lake Winnipeg to York Factory, on Hudson's Bay, is; 
but 301 miles, the greater portion of the distance being through a country­
well adapted for railway construction. From York Factory to Liverpool 
is 2,966 miles, only 366 miles further than from Quebec. The distance­
from New York to Liverpool, hy the shortest route, via Cape Race and· 
Tory Island, is 2987 miles, so that York Factory is nearer Liverpool than 
is the great port of the United States. The 366 miles of ocean travel, by 
which the route from York Factory exceeds that from Quebec, amounts to' 
but little additional in freight rates, while by adopting the former route, 
the 1,200 miles of lake, canal and river transportation from the head of Lake 
Superior to Montreal is saved. In comparing the routes, the distance from 
Winnipeg to Hudson's Bay may be put against that from Winnipeg to 
Lake Superior, though the former is somewhat greater. From Lake 
~uperior to Liverpool, via Montreal and Quebec, is 3800 miles, a tranship­
ment from propellors to ocean vessels being necessary at Montreal; while 
York Factory is 8340 nearer, no transhipment being necessary. The navi­
gation of Hudson's Bay is assured for four months in the year, and it is­
thought almost certain that it is open for five months. A movement is 
now on foot to construct a railway from Winnipeg to Hudson's Bay and it 
is probable that in a few years the line will be in operation to Port Nelson, 
there to connect WIth a line of steamers. It is not hazarding too much to 
say that the successful operation of this route woultl reduce the cost of' 
North Western Canadian wheat in Liverpool fully 15c. per bushel, mak­
ing the total cost 65c. per bushel, equal to £1 Is. 5d. sterling. 

TELEGRAPH LINES. 

Tlu' North Western line, which has its terminus in Winnipeg, con­
nects with the telegraph system of the United States and through these 
with the lines of the Montreal and Dominion Companies of Canada, which 
are in direct communication with the Atlantic cable. The Canadian Pacific 
Telegraph Line is in operation from Lake Superior to Winnipeg, 431 miles, 
and westward from Winnipeg to Edmonton, 811 miles. This line is to be 
extended across the Rocky ~Iountail1s to connect with the British-Col­
umbia Line to the Pacific coast. The Manitoba Telegraph Comrany has 
recently erected a line from Winnipeg to Portage la Pmirie, north wester­
ly, about 70 miles. This line will probably be extended further west this 
year. 

POSTAL, EXPRESS AND STAGE FACILITIES. 

The Canadian pos1al system is one of the most complete in the world 
extending to every settlement., n(' mdter how remote. There are ove::-
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5,000 offices in the Dominion. Of these no less than 120 are in the North 
West. The rate of postal!e between places in Canada, and between Canada' 
and the United Rtates, is 3c. per 1- pl!. for letters, and 1c. for post cards, a 
much lower charge, in consideration of the great distan,;es covered, than 
the penny postage of England. The rate for letters between Canada and 
Great Britain is ~c. per i oz., and 2c. for post cards. The post offices in 
towns and prinoipal villages are also money order offices, from which money 
can be transmitted to any part of the world at a merely nominal rate ot' 
commission. A Government Savings' Bank is carried on in connection 
with the Post Office Department, with offices at all important placef. 
Four per cent. per annum is allowed as interest; on deposits. A daily mail 
is received in Winnipe~nd several other places in Manitoba, from other 
points in Canada and from the United States. Winnipeg is the great 
distributing centre for mail matter for the N orth West. Semi-weekly and 
weekly mails are dispatched to all offices within the Province, and to 
several in the N orth West Tarritories. The more remote portions of the 
territory are served Dy a bi-weekly mail, which will be changed to a weekly 
service as soon as the increased settlement warrants the alteration. New 
settlements are at once given a post office, with a regular service. 

Parcels and other goods requiring quick dispatch, are received in 
Winnipeg daily by rail. Stages run from Winnipeg to the principal 
places in the Province and Territories, carrying passengers at reasonable 
ra~es. 

THE SOCIAL QUESTION. 

It has been well remarked that in Canada society is less marked 
by the distinctions of caste than in the Mother Country ; wi tile there is at 
the same time a ::areflll preservation of those traditions which give the 
general features to English society which are found the world over. 

The early settlers of the North \Vest were principally French and 
English half-breeds, and Scotchmen who emigrated. Since the acquisition 
of the territory by Canada, large numbers of Canadians from the older pro­
vinces have gone in, as well as a great many emigrants from England, Ire­
land and Scotland. The population is <1 remarkably united one, distinc­
tions of all races being dropped in the general desire to build up a strong, 
homogenous community. Two large colonies of Russian Mennonites 
occupy reserves set apart for them, and an Icelandic settlement has been 
formed on Lake Winnipeg. Earl Dllfferin, a keen observer of social pro­
gress, appears to have been remal'kably struck by the absence of a rivalry 
amollg the races, and their desire to unite for the common good. At a 
banquet in Winnipeg in 1877,after an extended tour through the Province, 
he.said :-

"I cannot help remark'ng with satisfa.ction on the extent to which a community 
of interests, the sense of being engaged in a common undertaking, the obvious degree 
in which the prosperity of anyone man is a gain to his neighbours, has amalgamated 
the various sections of the population of this Province, originally so diverse tn race, 

3 . 
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origin, aad religion, into a patriotic, closely welded, and united whole. (Applause.) 
In no part of Canada ha:ve I found a better .fe~ling prevailing betwe.en all cla~ses ~nd 
sections of the commumty. (Cheers.) It IS In a great measure owmg to this wIde­
spread sentiment of brotherhood that on a recent occasion great troubles have been 
averted, while at the present moment it is finding its crowning and most triumphant 
expression in the establishment of a Univerlility under conditions which have been 
found impossible of application in any other Province of Canada-I may say in any 
other country in the world-(great cheering) -for nowhere else, either in Europ~ or 
on this continent, as far as I am aware, have the bishotJs and h~ads of the varIOUS 
religious communities into which the Christian world is unhappily divided, combined 
to erect an Alma b'later to which all the denominational colleges of the Provinces are 
to be affiliated, and whose statutes and degrees are to be regulated and dispensed 
under the joint auspices of a governing body in which all the Churches of the land 
will be represented. (Great applause.) An achievem~t of this kind speaks volumes 
in favour of the wisdom, lib3rality, and the ChristiaPcharity of those devoted men 
by whom in this distant land the consciences of tl!.e population are led and enlighten­
ed, and lang may they be spared to see the efforts of their exertions and ·magnanimous 
s:\crifices in the good conduct and grateful devotion af their resptlctive flocks." 
(Cheers.) 

THE ABORIGINAL POPULATION. 

The success of the Canadian Government in dealing with the various 
Indian tribes, stands out in marked contrast to the systematic frauds .per­
petra ted by United States officials in their dealings with the wards of the 
State. In Minnesota, but a few years ago, these swindles culminated in a 
general massacre. To-day in Colorado and other States, massacres and 
outrages are of constan~ occurence. In Canada, the Indian knows that he 
is under the protection of the Great Mother, that her officers will protect 
him against harm and faithfully carry Ollt the agreements made under the 
treaties by which his title to the soil was surrendered to the Crown. As 
a consequence, an Indian war in Canada is t.nknown. 

SYSTEM OF GOVERNMENT. 

1 To the British emigrant to Canada, it must be a source of great sltis­
taction to kno>v that he is not expatl'iating himself, that he is not about to 
renounce his allegiance to the land of his birth and become the subject of 
another and perhaps unfriendly nation. In coming to Canada he but 
re~~ves from one par.t of the Empire to another, where hp. will enjoy the 
priVileges of monarchial government, and where the representative institu­
tions are so thorough that the people havp. the fullest possible control over. 
the Ministers of the Crown. The chief officer in the Dominion is the 
Goyernor-General, appointed by the Queen, the present occupant of the 
position being the Marquis of Lorne. The Parliament of the Dominion is 
comp:>sed of the Senate and the House of Commons. The members of 
the l::!enate are appointed by the Crown for lif!c', the members of the Com­
l1Ions being elected by the people. The ft"anchise is extensive and it mav 
be said that almost every householder has a vote. The G~vernmenl is 
composed of thirteen members, chosen fl"Om . the Senate and Commons. 
Each Province has a LegislatUl"e and Government, and a Lieut.-Governor 
appointed by the Crown an the recommel1~ation of the Dominion Govern: 
ment. In Manitoba the House of Assembly is composed of 24 members. 
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The Government has five members, Treasurer, Secretary, Minister of Agri. 
culture, Minister of Public Works, and Attorney·General. The North 
West Territories have a Lieut.·Governor, who is assisted in the framing of 
ordinances by a Oouncil of four. The Dominion Parliament passes mea· 
sures affecting the whole country; matters of local import falling within 
the jurisdiction of the Provinci~l Legislatures. 

LAWS, TAXES, &c. 

The criminal law of Oanada is copied very closely from the English 
statutes. The civil law is much simplified, in order to provide for its 
speedy and cheap administration, and to place justice within the reach of 
all classes. The judges are appointed by the Orown for life, not elected 
by the people and consequently open to political influenccs as in the United 
States. The Supreme Oourt is the chief judicial authority. Each Pro· 
<vince has its Superior Oourts of Law and Equity and Oounty Oourts for the 
trial of small cases of account. In Manitoba there is a Oourt of Queen's 
Bench, the system being a fusion of law and equity. Oounty Oourts are 
held in each of the counties of the Province. A Stipendiary Magistrate 
adjuciates minor criminal cases in Winnipeg. Local magistrates are 
appointed by the )Government in the rural districts. In the North West 
Territories there are three Stipendiary Magistrates, and a number of 
Justices of the Peace. 

A homestead law is in force in Manitoba, by which the settler is 
well pt·otected. It exempts from seizure the debtor's ordinary furniture, 
tools and farm implements in use, also one oow, two oxen, one horse, four 
sheep, two pigs and the food for the same for thirty days, and the land 
·cultivated by the debtor, provided the extent of the same be not more 
than 160 acres, in which case the surplus may be sold, with privileges 
to first mortgagees. The house, stables, barns, fences, on the debtor's 
farm are declared free from seizure 19y the virtue of all writs of execution 
,issued by any Oourt of the Province. No limit is placed on the value of 
the farm or home thus secured to the family, whatever its value may 
become. Occasionally, no doubt, the exemption is taken advantage 
,of by unscrupulous debtors, but the slight disadvantages in this respect are 
not comparable with the great advantages it otherwise confers. 

In the Oity of Winnipeg and in the various towns, police forces are 
'maintained by the municipalities. In. the N orth West Territories there is 
,a mounted police force numbering in all 300 men, stationed at various 
points. The North W!,st enjoys a remarkable immunity from crime, and 
,excesses calling for interference are very rare. 

The municipal system of Ontario, pronounced by Bt·it,ish authorities 
10 be the most complete in the world, is being gradually extended, with 
modifications, to Manitoba, where as soon as a district becomes sufficiently 
.-settled, ~ council is elected by <the peaple in each township or parish to ad· 
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minister its municipal affairs, the reeves or presiding officers of each 
township council forming a general council which manages the municipal 
matters affecting the whole county. 

Taxes are exceedingly light in Manitoba. None al·e yet levied in the 
N orth West Territories. 

RELIGION AND EDUCATION. 

The utmost religious liberty prevails in North \Vestern Canada, as 
well as in all the other portions of the Dominion. There is no state church, 
all relying on voluntaryism. In Winnipeg, in the .towns of tLe Province 
and in most of the settlements in Manitoba and the Territories there are 
churches with resident ministfirs. The Church of England has three 
bishoprics, including the whole North \Vest, with numerous missiona~ies. 
The Roman Catholic Church has an archbishopric, a bishopric and a great 
number of mission stations and educational and religious establishments. 
The Presbyterian, Methodist, Baptist, Congregational and other denomina­
tions have numerous churches. 

One pf the greatest sources of pride to a Canadian is the thoroughness 
o( the school system. Long before school boards were est.ablished in 
Britain, they were in operation in· Canada, the result being the perfection 
of a system which has attracted the general attention of the eduoational 
world. General education is fl·ee to all, while the highest branches are to 
be obtained at an exceedingly moderate cost. Few indeed are the people 
reared in Canada who do not read and write. In acqllirim,g North Western 
Canada, the government set aside an eighteenth of all the land as a reserve 
from which to procme a fund for ed.ucational purposes, some millions of 
acres having been thus secured. The reservation consists of two sections, 
1280 acres, in each township. As the other portions of a township settle 
up, and school accommodation becomes necessary, the school lands will 
have increased in value by their proximity to cultivated lands and will 
produce sufficient for the erection of school buildings and for the nucleus 
of a permanent fund, the interest 0.1 which, supplemented by a small 
annual rate, will be sufficient to pay the cost of maintenance, teachers, 
salari9fl, &c. The system is as perfect as it is simple. Every township is 
divided into Bchool sections of a suitable extent fOI· one school, and in each 
section t,rustees arc elected to manage its school atiilirs. In towns. and 
cities a boaFd of trustees is chosen by the people. The trustees regulate the 
expenditure of money, ordel· the erection of new school hou~es when 
necessary. engage teachers, and have general charge of everything con­
nected with the public schools. Teachers are prepared and trained at 
normal schools, supported and maintained at the public expense. In­
struction: IS not by a~y means confined to the mere mdiments of English. 
In many cases the higher branches are taught, and 1 he children are turned 
out with a good, sound, practica.l education that fits" them for any 
ordinary position in life. As a rule no fees are charged, the schools are· 
absolutely free, and thus the children of the poor hava the same oppor­
tunities as the children of the rich. 
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The press displays great vitality in Manitoba. In Winnipeg there are 
two daily papers, conducted with considerable enterprise and ability, with 
large circulations. The extension of the railway system will give them 
large fields of usefnlness. In Emerson, Portage de la Prairi6, Selkirk, 
Gladstone, and Rapid City, weekly papers are issued. A bi-weekly is 
published at Battleford. Several others will probably be established this 
season. A French weekly is issued at Ht. Boniface, and an Icelandic one 
.at 'Gimli. 

UNIMPEACHABLE TESTIMONY. 

Did space permit, endless examples might be given of the universal 
tribute paid to N ol'th Western Canada by those who have livtld there or 
visited it. But It few extracts must suffice. 

Rev. G. M. Grant, Principal of Queen's University, Kingston, who 
accompanied the engilleer-in-chief of the Pacific Railway across the conti­
nent, "ays in Ocean to Ocean:-

" The climatological conditions are favorable for both stock raising and grain 
p"oducing T·he spring is as earl v as in Ontario, the summer i" more humid, and, 
therefore, the grains, grasses aud root crops grow better; the autumn is bright and 
cloudless; the very weather for h'lrvesting; and the winter has less snow and fewer 
snowstorms, and, though in !nauy parts colder, it is healthy and pleasant, because of 
the still, dry air, the cloudless sky and bright sun. The soil is almost everywhere a 
peaty or sandy loam resting in clay. Its only fault is that it is too rich. Crop after 
-(lrop is raised without fallow or manure." 

A celebrated misswnary who crossed the Rocky Mountains from 
British Columbia, to the head waters of the south branch of the Saskat­
oehewan River" and l"assed along the eastern base of the mountains to 
Edmonton, descl'ibes the country as an ocean of " prairies," and adds :-

" Are these vast and innumerable rich fields of hay forever destined to be con­
sumed by fire or perish in the autumnal snows? Can it be that they are doomed to 
'remain for ever inactive ? Not so. The day will come when some laboring hand will 
give them value A strong, active, and enterprising people are destined to fill this 
spacioua void. The wild beasts will, ere long, give place to our dmnestic animals; 
flocks and herds will graze in the beautiful meadows that border the numberless 
mountains, hills, valleys, and plains of this extensive region." 

Senator Sutherland, of Manitoba, who has lived there all his life, 
testified before a House of Oommons Committee :-

" From my long experience there, and from what I have seen in other Provinces, 
1 have come to the conclusion that the soil. climate and other natural advantages of 
Manitoba are condnci've to successful farming, and tha\ a poor man can more easily 
make a living there than in other parts of the Dominion." 

Mr. Trow, M.P., in his pamphlet on an extended tour which he made 
-through the North West in 1877, saya:-

" 'What a prospect do these prairies open up to the teeming millions of Europe; 
the hardy Highland cotter, dragging out a miserable existence, allowed by snfferance 
1the privilege of cultivating a .barr.en cnrner of his landlord's estate; the English or 
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Irish tenant farmer, p'l.ying enough annually in peor rates and taxes to purcha.se ~im 
a farm in Manitoba; the farm laborer and female servant, slaving away their hV~8 
for a scanty pittance, scarcely enough to keep soul and body together; all may,. If 
located upon these fertile and productive lands, in a few years, by steady an~ .m-· 
dustriou8 habits, succeed in procuring a competency for themselves and famlhes. 
We do not expect that every settler will become wealthy in a new country; s0I.Btt 
~ould languish if placed in the Garden of Eden; but we do say that all may, by m· 
dustry, thrift and economy, prosper. All the Canadian settlers, to my knowledge, 
in this neighbourhood and throughout the Province, have done well and have good: 
pro&pects of success." 

Mr. Frank Middleton, who went from Usborne, Huron County, 
Ontario, to the Little Saskatchewan, wrote on June 21, 1879, 

•• I would advise any man who wishes to secure a home for himself not to be!in­
fiuenced by tlte lingo of those chicken-hearted fellows who turn back at the first 
mud-hole they come to, or can be chased by a musquito. The ;man who is afraid of 
a mud-hole or can't stand a musquito bite, need not go to any new country. Any 
man with ordinary intelligence and a little pluck cannot fail to make himself a com· 
fortable home in a few years by coming to the Great North West." 

Mr. S. J. Grant, formerly of Nova Scotia, writing from Winnipeg 
recently to the Montreal Witness, said:-

.. There has been a great deal said about the prairies, but it has been no exagger­
ated account, as I have been an eye witness. It is the garden of the Dominion, and 
all that is wanted is people of energy and pluck to come here and make a home for 
themselves. Anyone having from $500 to $1,000 capital cannot do better than 
come here a' once. Sometimes the black clay sticks pretty tight to a person's feet, 
but when the sun comes out it is soon dried up in the city; but in the ploughed' 

'land in the country it is no worse than in our homes. I have seen them ploughing 
the unbroken prairie, and planting potatoes in the furrow, and covering them with 
tae plough, and when this is done, harrowing it over at the finish ; and farmers 
here say that the yield is GOO bushels to the acre, and turnips 1,000, and other· 
grains and cereals the same accordingly. I have travelled most of the United States 
and all the Lower Provinces, and have seen nothing to compare to this Prpvince." 

A recent issue of the Pall ilfall Gazette contained the following-from 
an Englishman settled in Manitoba:- • 

II I have got my own house now, and am keeping bachelors' hall along with my 
younger brother. . . . . If I get a chance next year to get it photographed I will 
have it taken and then I will send you one. It is pronounced by the people round 
to be by far the prettiest and best house in this part of the country, which gives 
me much pleasure, considering that I was my own architE'ct and worked at it my­
self from the time we took the timber out of the bush till we moved into it. And 
now here I am without any rent to pay, my land growmg in value every day, lots to 
eat, do not owe a red cent, and, best of all, enjoying splendid hegJth. Ought not a. 
man to he happy under such circumstances.' ... 

A correspondtmt of the Boston A'dverotiser says :-

.. The new city of Emerson is peopled with immigrants from the other Canadian 
province~, and c~ieHy f:om Ontario. I talked. with seV\eral, and found that they 
were delIghted WIth their prospects. The land IS superlatively fertiie, the soil being 
a black mold which is never les8 than two feet in depth, and in many places as much, 
as twelve feet deep. Grain grows luxuriantly, as much as fifty bushels of wheat to. 
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t~e acre, being no uncommon yield. Vegetables flourish and attain gigantic propor­
tions. I saw a cucumber grown not far from here which was six and a half flet long. 
Indeed the most striking proof and illustration of the fertility of the soil is supplieJ. 
by the land which the half· breeds have cultivated. I saw a crop of wheat yielding 
twenty-five bushels to the acre, growing en ground whereon wheat had been grown 
for sixt:v years in succession. Such land properly cultivated would prove a veritable 
gold mine. The air is light and exhilarating; in the hottest part of summer the 
evenings are cool, and a blanket ('an always be borne in bed. I can speak of the 
winter climate from heresay only, yet all those persons who have wintered here 
speak of the climate in terms of high praise. Mr. Taylor, the United States Consul, 
who ha~ lived in Winnipeg hI' six years, confirmed to me all that I have heard from 
the natives in favor of the winter climate. Perhaps the best proof of good health 
which I saw was the closing of a large druggist's store on account of insufficient 
custom." 

Archy McCall, a Scottish emigrant settled in Manitoba', had an inter­
esting letter in the Airdie Advertiser recently. This is an extract :-

" This is a fine country, as level as Glasgow Green for miles and miles. "Till 
Ferguson fays if the Heilans and this country had been mixed thegither it wad hae 
been 0' some advantage to baith places; and Will's maybe no far wrang, for a ben 
every fifty miles or so here wad be a great improvement. The air is clear and pure, 
and you can see for thirty or forty miles at a stretch, just by a' the world gin ye were 
looking ower the sea. Between poaching antI fishing we are getting as much flesh. 
fish, and fowl as we can wire intae, and no a gamekeeper tae say-"'Vha~ dost thou?" 
.Tack M'Lean shot a moose yesterday morning which was as fat as butter, and lI'e did 
bleed her, and did make the black puddin's and the VI hite, just like as when a mart 
was killed in the Heilans. Vi e brocht wi' us from Winnipeg to our farm a bag of 
oatmeal, a bag of wheat mear, a bag of Indian corn meal, and a bag of pease meal; 
and we do have pease brose and bannocks, and scones, in galore. Our oatmeal ban­
nocks we toast at the fire on stanes, and our Indian meal we make like parritch ; and 
mixes it np with the wheaten flour which makes grand scones. All are most excel­
lent as a king could desire to eat. We have got a cow, too, for which we paid £6, 
and so have milk in plenty, and we wonder if (lur friends in Old Monkland be as well 
off as III e are, for we are literally in clover, thongh we have to eat and drink in a 
shanty wi' no a spoon in the house." 

"Other six 0' ye may come oot about the end 0' summer for we will have plenty 
to keep you till next year. when the whole club may come. It will not be beef and 
greens at Naerday t~len, but every day and all the day long it we have a mind." 

Mr. Bridger, emigrants' chaplain of St. Nicholas Church, Liverpool, 
sent the London Times these extracts from a letter written by a clergy­
man in Manitoba:-

" I have settled two or three townships in Eastern Canada with emigrants, and 
have sent 150 people to the great Saskatchewan. I have only been here (Emerson, 
Manitoba) one month, hut I am so delighted wi~h the country and climate that I 
determined to write to you and sce if we could not together nduce English Church 
tenant-farmer~ to come out here * • Any man that can command £200 
sterling on his arrival a, Emerson has every earthly security of becoming wealthy in 
five or ten years " * All my people that I ha\'e settled in the country are 
very sanguine and glad thl\t they came." 

Captain W. J. S. Pullen, R. N., says :-

"I have be~n in, viz. : Anstralia, America, North and South India. &c, that 
have no hesitation in agreeing with Father de Smet, Mons Borgean, Blakiston and 
many others, that there is a mosL extensive portion of the country so long governed 
by the Hndson's Bay Company rea.dy and offering a good field for colonization." 
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Lord Milton, who spent considerable time in a trip through the ter­
ritory to the Rocky Mount/Lins, says in his work :-

.. As an agricultural country its advantages can hardly ~6 oyerrat!ld.. The 
climate is milder than that of the same po"tioll of Canada whICh h.e~ wlthlO the 
same la titudes, while the soil is at least ~qual, if not of greater fertl~lty. Coal of 
good sound quality is abundant in' the Saskatchewan, Battle, Pembllla and other 
Rivers. In some places the beds are of enormous thickness, and may be worked 
withont sinking, as it often crops out along the river banks. Cereals of almost 
every description flourish even under the rude cultivation of the half·breeds. The 
sallie m:Ly be said of all the root crops which are ordinarily grown in Eogland, 
Canada or~the Northern States of America." 

Mr. W. B. Cheadle, Lord Milton's fellow traveller, wrote:-

"At Edmonton, eight hundred miles distant from F"rt Garry, near the 
'Vestern extremity, wheat grow3 wit'! eqnalluxuriance, and yields thirty to fifty 
bushels tl the acre, in some instances even more. The ront crops I have n3ver seen 
equalled in England; potatoes get to an immense s'ze, Rnd yield enormously. Flax, 
hemp, tobacco, all grow well; all the cereals appear to flourish equally well; plums, 
strawberries. raspberries an-l gO~3eberriea grow wilri. Th, herbaJe of the prairie is 
so feeding that corn is rarely given to horses or c:Lttle. They do taeir hard work, 
subsist entirely on grass, a,e mo·t astonishinJly fat; the draught oxen res3mble 
prize animals at a cattle s\ow. Tile horses we ty)k w:th us were hrned adrift at 
the beg:nning of winter, when snow Ind aheady hllen ; t'.!ey har! been over-worked 
and were jade.! and thiu. In the spring we hunted them np, 3nl found them in the 
finest condition, or r,lther too fat. T,le soil iii La Belle Prairie, w~lare we bnilt our 
hut for the w:nter, W.lS folt" feet deep, and free from rock3 0:' gravel-~he finest loam. 
Tne climate is that of Upper Cauada, or perhap3 rather milder. The sum:ner -is 
long and warm, the w~ather uniformly bright and fine; with the el(cep~ion of 
occasional showers, a w,t day is almost unknown. The winter is se'lere and un­
broken by thaw, bnt pleaa :n'; enough to those able to hoase and clothe the:nselves 
warmly." 

C,t:)t. P dolliser, who jllade a thorough examinfttion of the country, 
unltlr instructions from the British Government, wrote the Unrler-Secre­
tc\ry of State as follows in 1858. 

" His a ph ',sic:ll reality of the hig'test importance to the interest. of British ~ orth 
America that this continuous belt c m be settled and caltivated frvm a few miles 
\V est of L~ke of the Woods to the p~S3e3 of the Rocky :'IIountains, and any line of 
communication, w'lether by wa~gon or railr,)ad, p:1ssing through it, will eventually 
eujoy the great a'lvantage of b~ing fed by an agricultural population from one ex­
tremity to the o~her. No other p~rt of cltJ Amarican Cuntinent poss('sses an ap­
proach even to this singalarly favor.lble ,lisp I,ition of soil and climate. The natural 
r03sources lying within the li:uits of the Fertile B~lt, or on its e:lstern borders; are 
themselves of great nlup- as Io,al elom ~Iltg of future waalth and prosperity; but, in 
view of a communication ac~oss the continent, they acquire para'llont imp 'rtance. 
Timber available for fuel and b.tilding purposes, coal, iron ore, are wid!)ly distributed 
of great purity, and in considerable abundlnce ; sa.lt in quantity 8ufiiJient for a 
de!lse po;)ulation. All these crude elem ,ats of waalth lie within the limi ts or on the 
bord~ra of a region of great fertility." 

His Grace Archbishop Tachp., of St. Boniface, who has resided many 
yeal's in 1<hnitoba, anI travelle,l th:-Jugh the greater portion of the North 
'Vest, says :-
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"The coal fields which cross the different branches of the Saska.tchcwan are a 
great source of wealth, and favor the settlement of the valley in which nature has 
multiplied picturesque scenery that challenges comparison with the most remarkable 
of its kind in the world. 1 can understand the exclusive attachment of the children 
of the Saskatchewab for their native place. Having crossed the desert,and having come 
to so great a distance from civilized countries, which are occasionally supposed to have 
a monopoly of good thiol(s, one is surprised to find in the extreme West so extem!ive 
and so beautiful a region. The Author of the uuiverse bas been pleased to spread 
out,. by. the aile of the grand and wild beauties of the Hocky Mountains, the 
captlvatmg pleasure ~r lunds of the plaini of the Saskatchewan. 

ThA following are extracts from speeches delivered in Winnipeg by 
Earl Dufferin, Governor-General, in 1877. On arriving, in reply to an ad­
dress from the City Corporation, he said ;-

" 1 beg to thank you most warmly for the kind a.nd hearty welcome you have 
extended to me, on my arrival in your fluurishing city which you r'ghtly designate 
the metropolis of the North 'West, the living centre which is destined to animate 
with its vital energies, the rich allnvial region who'e only limit appears to be an 
e\'er receding horizon ........... , ....... 1 have no doubt that this city a.nd proyince 
generally, nay, the whole territory of the North West, is now illnminated by the 
dawn of a great advancement. Although it will not he my goo<l. fortnne personally 
to preside much longer over your destinies, I nre l not assure you that your future 
will a'ways command my warmest sympathies anrl continue to attract my ('losest at­
tention, and 1 trust that, though at a distance, I may live to sec t:le fulfilment of 
iI1l:l.ny of your aspirations." 

After spending about six weeks iQ. the Plovince, and continually tra­
velling over it, EaL"l Dufft-rin was entertained at a farewell banquet by the 
citizens. In response to the toast of his health he said:-

I I 

" Above all I have to thank you for the evidences produced on either hand along 
our march, of your prosperous condition, of your perfect contentment, of your c n­
fidence in your future fortunes, for I need not tell you that to anyone in my situa­
tion. smiling corn-fields, cosy homesteads, the joyful faces of prosperous men and 
women, and the laughter of healthy children, are the best of all triumpha.l decora­
tions. (Great applause.) * * * I fear the only further return in my 
power is to assure you of my g~eat sympathy with you in yonr endeavoul's to do 
jilstice to t"e material advantages .. i'h which your Province has been so richly en­
dowed by the hands of Pro"idence. From its geographical pMition, and its peculiar 
ch-racteristics, 'Manitoba may he regarded as the keystone of that mighty arch of 
sister Provinces which span. the continent from the Atlantic to the Pacific. (Great 
applause.) It was here that Canada, emerging from her woods and forests, first 
gazed upon her rolling prairies and unexl'lor,d North West, and learnt as by an un­
expected revelation that her hist 'rical territories of the Canadas, her eastern sea­
bords of New Brunswick, Labrador and N ova Scotia, her Laurentian lakes and valleys, 
corn lands and pastures, though themselves more extensive than half a dozen European 
kingdoms (applause,) were bllt the vestibnles and antechambers to that till then un­
creamt of Dominion, whose illimitable dimensions alike confound the arithmetic of 
the surveyor and the verification of the explorer. (Tremendous applause.) It was 
hence that, counting her P',st achievements as but the preface and prelude to her 
future exertions and expanding destinies, she took a fresh departure, received the 
affiatus of a more imperial inspiration, and felt herself no longer a mere settler along 
the banks of a single river I.ut the owner of half a continent, and in the magnitude 
{)f her po~session, in the wealth of her resources, in the sinews of her material might, 
the peer of any power on the earth.' (Loud applause.) * * * In a world 
¥art, secluded from all extra'lOUS inflnences, nestling at the feet'or her majestic mother, 
Canada dreams her dream, a ,d forebodes her destiny-a dream of ever· broadening 
harvests, multiplying towns and villages, and expanding pastures; of constitutional 
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self·government and a confederated Empire; of page after page of honourable hi~tory,. 
added as her contribution to the annals of the Mother Conn try and to the glories of 
the British race; of a perpetuation for all time upon this continent of that temperate 
and well-balanced system of Government which combines in one mighty whole, as the 
eternal possession of all Englishmen, the brilliant history and traditIOns of the past 
with the freest and most untrammelled liberty of action in the future. (Tremendous 
cheering.) Most heartly do I congratulate you upon all that you are doin~, and upon 
the glorious prospect of prosperity which is opening out on every SIde of you. 
(Applause.) Though ell!ewhere in the Dominion stagnation of trade and commerce has 
checked for a year or two the general advance of Canada, here at least you have es­
caped the effects of such sinister incidents, for your welfare being based upon the 
most solid of all foundations, the cultivation of the soil, you are in a position to pursue 
the even tenor of your ways untroubled by those alternations of fortune which disturb 
the world of trade and manufacture." 

The ¥arquis of Lorne, iu his fare VI ell address to the electors of 
Argyleshire, before leaving to take the position of Governor-General of 
Canada, said: 

"Some ye~.rs 'agC', at a pYblic meeting in Glaggow, I took the opportunity ~o 
describe the temptation offered by the Canadian Government to men employed 1D 

agriculture here, to settIe in Manitoba, and since that day, as before it, hundreds of 
happy homesteads have arisen, and the energies of the Dominion have been directed 
towards the construction of railways, which will make Manitoba and the North 
West considerably more acce.,sible than is Inveral'Y now. Let me invite your attention 
to this great Province and the vast prairie beyond. I am informed, unless one has 
heard or seen for himself, he can form no idea how fast the country is settling up 
with people from England, . Scotland, Ireland, Russia Iceland, and the older Pro-
vinces of the Dominion." , 

Professor Goldwin Smith, M.A., says:-

.. I found Canada a very happy and pleasant country to live in. I don't think 
can be deceived in saying the farmers of Canada are a prosperOIUJ race." 

Captain French, R. A., recently wrote from De\'onport to the 
CJ.ristian, an English religious weekly :-

"Having lived for some years in Manitoba and the North West Territories, 
when Commissioner of the North West Mounted Police, I feel that I can give your 
readers some reliable information. • * • As regards soil, I fully be. 
lieve that Manitoba contains more excellent lands within its bounds than any other 
country of equal size in Her Majesty's dominions. The adjoining portion of the 
North West Territories is little inferior to Manito!)a. The climate is no doubt very 
cold in winter, but it is a dry cold, and is healthy at all seasons of the year-none 
of the fever and ague 80 prevalent in the Western States of the AmeI'ican Union." 

THB BRITISH PRESS. 

" Those who have tried Canadian winters, tell us no more than the truth when 
they say that the variations of the English climate are more to be dreaded than the 
equable lowness of temperature in the Dominion."-1'he Times • 

.. It is IIstonishing to see the ignorance of Englishmen generally respecting the 
true character. and resources of this splendid colony. In each of the farms is a mine 
of wealth, and It only needs strong arms and clear heads to develop it."-Daily News. 

" It certa.inly is pleasing t@ reflect that thousands of families have found in­
dependence, if not comparative wealth, in our Canadian possessions, who, had they 
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remained at lome, might still find difficulty in procuring the means of living. ,4" 
large and still aUJmenting clas& of farmers have here attainffl to competence and' 
ease."-JJorning Advertiser, 

"We believe that, as a rule, the probabilities of emigrants getting on are in 
favor of British Colonies.. • . The immense reach of fertile and uno(!cupied 
land awaiting the plough, between Red River aud the Hocky Mountains, ouuht 110 
beJ Bufficiently inviting to all Welsh as well as English subjects seeking aOhomc 
abroad."-Daily Telegraph. 

AMERICAN WITNESSES IN THE BOX. 

The United Sta.tes people and pres!! are proverbially huge advertisers 
of the advantages possessed by their own territory. But they fully recog-­
nise the great future of North' Western Canada. In a recent issue the 
Boston Journal laid :-

.. In the Red River Valley the sun shines through a mellow haze, while all 
around, &s far as the eye can see, there is such richness of verdure, such wealth of 
greenness and display of flowers, that the language descriptive of the Elysian fields._ 
and the choicest and best of poesy, is too forcele,s and feeble to cOBvey an idea of 
the richness and beauty of this fair region of the world," 

The St. Paul, (Minnesota) Pioneer Pres6 recently said :-

.. Within the isothermal lines that enclose the wheat zone west and north-west 
of Minnesota, which is being, or is soon to be, opened to civilization, lies a vast ana 
of fertile lands from which might easily be cut a dozen new states the size of New 
York. Anrl within the next ten or fifteen years this whole region will be traversed 
with railroads and millions of acres of virgin sod along their lines will be turned up 
by the plough, and the elements of fertility which have been stored for ages under the 
grasses of those wide plains, will come forth at the bidding of farmers from every 
clime in golden trea.sures I)f wheat and corn; and a new and popul@us empire of 
tbrifty a:ricultural States will pour its trade along the iron tracks which are rapidly' 
following in the trail of the fleeing buffalo, over the very paths trodden by his mul­
titudinous hoofs." 

The Philadelphia. Pres$ had the following in a leading article of a late-­
issue:-

" The greatest wheat-growing region in the world is now being opened to settle­
ment. The largest and most productive portion lies within the British Province ofi' 
Manitoba in North Amp-rica, It is sufficiently prolific when fairly ()ultivated to 
make England independent of the United States for breadstuffs and to create a. 
powerful rivalry with us elsewhere. On both banks of the Red River of the North, 
from its source to its entrance into Lake Winnipeg, and on both sides of the 
intematioBal boundary between Canada and the United States exists this territory. 
Thence the fertile belt, of which it is the western extremity, sweeps in a north­
western directio'l some 300 miles along the course of the two Saskatchewan rivers 
and forward to the Rocky Mountains of the vest, embracing an area, says a writer 
in the Ninetemth Century, of at least 20,000,000 acres, nearly tHe whole of 
which is to-day untouched prairie of the richest description. * * .. 
All this magnificent region of prairie, river and lake il British territory. 'Vi thin five. 
years it i. calculated that 4,000,000 acres of this fertile prairie land will be under 
wheat Cliltivation. This means an addition to the wheat products of the world of 
over 100,000,000 bushels. The exports of all America to the United Kin~dom from 
the 11th of September, 1877, to May lith, 1878-the eight shipping months-was 
about 100,000,000 bushels. This amount, large as it is, is not more than.may be· 
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expected within the next few years to be the annual production of this .new whe.at 
field of the Winnipeg water shed. The influences of the opening up of t~I8 new dlB­
trict cannot but have a most important effect on the supply of the EnglIsh m!,-rke~. 
~ It will make the mother country entirely independent of foreign supply.' It IS eVI­
dent that our superiority as a grain.growing coun~Ty is likely to be threatened by the 
rich prairie wheat lands in North Western British America.'" 

The Philadelphia Enqui1'er says :-

" The Red River valley, which is the heart of the large op~ration in "'heat' cu.l­
ture, is 75 miles wide and 400 miles long. Experience in the Selkirk settle~ent, III 
Manitoba, above and below Fort Garry, justifie~ the declaration that the BOll of the 
valley is inexhaustible. There is no diminution in the yield of fields which have 
been cultivated continuously for a half-century." 

The opinions of the United States Consul at Winnipeg .on the wheat 
producing capabilities of North Western Canada have already been quoted. 
In the same speech he said of its adftptability for stock raising:-

,. In his opinion the beef raised in this northern district, to which he had re­
ferred, would be fouud to be superior in quality and superior in quantity to any that 
couM be raised even on the plains of Texas aud the adjoining States. (Cheers.) AI­
re:tdv, he had been told the cattle ownerd in these Stat,s were obliged to drive their 
heards to Moutana for winter pasturp-. (Hear, hear.) E,-en now they were under 
the necessity of coming as far north as the Yellowstone-a region about the equiva· 
lent of this in its adaptability to the wants of these great cattle kings." 

The late Hon. W. Seward, some fifteen years ago, when a member of 
the United States Government, wrote :-

" Hitherto, in common with most of my countrymen, as I suppose, I have 
thought Canada, or. to speak more accurately. British America, a mere strip lying 
north of the United States. easily detached from the Parent Sta~e, but incapable of 
sustaining itself, and therefore ultim,tely, nay right soon, to be taken on hy the 
"Federal Union, without materially changin~ or affecting its own development. I 
h3.ve dropped the opinion as a national conceit. I see in British North America, 
stretching as it does acros\ the continent from the Atlantic to the Pacific, and 
occupying a belt of the temperate z'ne * * * * a region grand enough for the seat 
of a great empire-in its wheat pelds in the lVest * * * its invaluable fisheries 
and its mineral wealth. I find its inhabitant, vigorous, hardy, energetic and per­
fected by British constitutional liberty Southern polit.ical stars must set, though 
maRY times they rise again with diminished splendor, but those which illuminate 
the pole remain for ever shining, for ever increasing in splendor." 

Mr. J_ J. Hill, General Manager of the St. Paul, Minneapolis &; 
Manitoba Railway, an American line, who haa travelled extensively 
through the Western States, gave evidence before a committee of the 
Canadian House of CommonB ill 1877. He said that a large number of 
Mennonites from Southern Russia settled in the southern part of Dakota 
at or about the time the same class of people settled in Manitoba; that 
the settlers in Dakota paid 29c. per bushel freight from their settlement 
(Odessa) to Dulut.h; that their brethern in Manitoba only paid 24c.; 
all.d that. the land is not as good in Dakota as in Manitoba. Mr. Hill has 
been ovel' the country, and is familiar with it, knows both countries well, 
and he says Dakota is more subject to visitation from locusts and more 
easily affected by drought than Manitoba. Mr. Hill further states that 
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the soil in those Western States is not equal to that in the Red River 
Valley, and that such rich land cannot be found in any other place 011 the 
American continent as in Manitoba, unless it be on the Wabash" a short 
distance from Miami, nearly opposite St. Louis, called the Illinois 
bottom. Mr. Hill considers the Re,l River Valley the richest farm­
ing land he has ever seen and predicts for the settlers. in Manitoba a bright 
future. Seeing that Mr. Hill is part owner of 3,000,000 acres of land in 
Minnesota, his evirJence as to Manitoba is certainly not likely to be at all 
extra vagan t. 

THE BRITISH DELEGATES. 

Reference has already been made to the visit paid to the North West 
last autumn by a number of delegates selected by British farmers. In order 
to show their opinions of the country, a number of extracts are subjoined 
from British papers. 

The Dumfries and Galloway Couriel' of Dec. 23, 1879, says:-

"A meeting of the farmers of the Stewarty of Kirkcudbright was held in the 
Town Hall, Castle-Douglass. yesterday (Monday), to hear the report of Yir. James 
Biggar, Grange Farm, the delegate sent to Canada by the Stewarty to report on that 
country as a field of emigration for agriculturists. The hall was crowded in every 
part, a large number being unable to nnd even standing room. 

"The.Chairman mentioned the circumstances under. which Mr.Jas. Biggar had 
been sent out to Canada as the delegate from the farmers of the Stewartry, and said 
he did not think they could have selected a more qualified man. (Applause) He 
was a man with his eyes all about him, and he hati returned safe and sound to tell 
them what he saw in Canada, and whether it would be worth their while to go. out 
and settle there. 

"Mr. Biggar, who was warmly received, then· proceeded to deliver his exhaus­
tive, interesting. and instructive report, which was as follows :-

" I think it may be well to explain the· footing u~onwhich the delegates from other' 
districts and myself recently visited Canada. Yon are no doubt aware that of late 
the United States have been making efforts to induce settlers to'go there and take· 
up the large extent of unoccupied lands which they possess. Oanada ha3·lately dis­
covered that s1e pOS3esses in the North· West an immense extent·of fertile country 
fit for settlement, and consequently invites a Hhare o£;emigration, more especially from 
this country-partly to settle these new landR, and partly to take the places- of those 
farmers in Ontario and other older settled Provinces who are moving to the NQrth Weijt. 
So many people have been deceived by overdrawn and highly colored pictures vf 
Western :::ltates, published by land companies, railway companies, speculators, and 
others, that such suspicion anti distrust of emigration agents generally has arisen. 
The Canadian Government therefore declderl. on asking the farmers of this country 
to Bend delegates from amongst themselves whose report would be received at home 
with more confidence than the statements, however true, of these a.gents who were 
strangers. The idea I believe originated with tha Hon. J. H. Pope, Minister of 
Agriculture, a gentleman of whom I cannot speak too highly, and has been generally 
approved of both here and in America. The result was, as you kuow, m.y appoint­
ment here some three montbs ago, and I have now to give you my report." it .. it 

.At the Dominion Exhibition at Ottawa a very interesting collection of Manitoba 
products "aB shewn in a separate building, and was much admired. Sections of the 
soil, 3 to 4 feet deep, were shewn, ami ex.cellent specimens of its products, including 
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~ain, hay, vegetllbles and turnips, whioh were very good * • * .• \VinD;ipeg 
(formerly Fort Garry)is situated at the oonfluenoe of the Assin~boine an~ R:ed Rlv.ers 
both of whioh are navigable by steamers for many hundred miles, and IS lD?reaslDg 
very rapidly in importance. For some years, prior to 1871, the populatIOn wa~ 
,stationary at about 400. It is now stated to contain 12,000 inhabitants, though It 
did not look fo us like a city of more thlln 10,000. In order to sce as much of 
Manitoba as possible, our party divided, part going west as far as Rapid City on the 
Little Saskatchewan. I only went as far west as Portage.la· Prairie, 65 ~iles, and 
afterwards went to the district on Tobacco Creek, at the'foot of the PemblDa Moun­
tains, about 90 miles S. W. of Winnipeg, The first journey. took 
nearly four dllYs, the latter five. We travelled in spring waggons holding' four 
persons and some baggage, drawn by a pair of horses-costing us about 24s. a day. 
The road from Winnipeg to Portage-la-Prairie is about equal to'a fair peat-road, and 
innocent of Macadam, The larger creeks are bridged over, and some of the smaller 
filled with bundles of willows, which make them fairly passable. The road is the 
great highway of the North \Vebt, and is traversed daily by trains of Red River 
carts ca'rying g'od!S to the N. \V. and bringing back furs and other produce, These 
carts are constructed entirely of wood and drawn by oxen or ponies. They carry II 
load of 800 to 1,000 lbs., aud some go 1,000 miles to the foot of the Rocky Mountains. 
The trail freq'lently shifts 50 to 100 yards to avoid places which become bad; and in 
the rainy season, June, the roads are very heavy, and no travelling is done which 
clln be avoided. In some places a corduroy road has been made and covered with 
earth from the ditohes on each side, but as a rule there has been little attempt at 
road-making-the trail winding over the open prairie or through clumps of willow 
and scrub oak. Near Winnipeg we passed some good farms of dry land belonging 
to Mr. D. A. Smith, the Hon. James M'Kay, and others. Mr. l\I'Kay has a small 
herd of tame buffaloes and some buffalo crosses. Some ten miles out we passed 
the oopse wood mentioned, but tbere is no heavy timber except along the banks 
of the Assiniboine on the left. There are a good many half-breed settlers on the 
bmks of this river, their claims being very narrow, but extending back from 2 to 
4 miles. We stayed all night at an inn on Pigeon Creek. Part of the district 
b3yond this is low and marshy, but at Poplar Point we find good day land, thickly 
settled; 'and at High Bluff, some 6 or 8 miles from the Portage, is some of the 
most desirable land we saw in the North West. It was rioh dry soil, settled and 
fen oed. The crop was stacked in the fielde, and on some farms thrashing was going 
on. We called on some farmers from Ontario who settled here some years ago 
and are doing well. The stubble was clean and strong, and we took samples of the 
wheat, whic~ wail very good. We heard very different statements of the yield.of 
wheat. varymg from 25 to 40 bushels, M'Lean, a farmer near the Portage, had 
1,230 bush, Fife wheat off' 40 aores. Another man, a native of RIIss shire, who 
was ploughing his own land, told us he had croppell it for 17 years in suocession, 
his last crop yielding 35 hush. per acre. Mr. Ryan, M.P .. a good author.ty, said 
~he averal{e of wheat .might safely be taken at 25 to 30 bush., 60 Ibs., and of oatt 
at 60 bush" 34 to 38 lbs. 'Ve alsi! saw nn Ontal'io farmer, who came here some 
years ago and bought 500 acres land at $10 per aore. He had 300 aores of arable 
and 200 under timber, the latter being probably the most valuable portion. There 
i3 a saw mill at the Portage, the timber being floated down the Assiniboine a dis­
tance of 300 miles. The prioe of wheat at the time of our visit was 55c. at the 
Portage and 65 at Winnipeg, but it soon after advanced lOco to 150. The rate of 
freight to Montreal is about 3!0 per bush., but as soon as the railway is opened h 
Thunder Bay, which is expeoted in less than tWGI years, the rate will not exceed 
250; and is put by some as low as 17c. per bush. As a fieM for wheat-raising I would 
mnch prefer Manitoba to Dakotllo. The first cost of land is less; the soil ill deeper 
and will stand mOl'e oroppiDg ; the sample of wheat is ~tter, and the produce 5 to 
10 bnshels per acre more, all of which is profit; and as soon as the new railway iR 
opened the cost of delivering it at the seabeard will be the same or less. I 
have noL before referred to the grasshoppers, a scourge which has visited the 
country several times and destroyed the orops. The settlers do not seem to fear 
them muoh, as tber only appear at oonsiderable intervals and disappear altogether 
when the country IS cultivated. With regard to the competition of this western 
wheat in our markets, wheat sold at 70c. in Manitoba leaves a good profit to the 
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"grower, and would cost, delivered in England, about 4s. 9d. p~r bushel, a price which 
does not pay the English farmer. It is evident, however, that this western grain is 
affecting. the Eastern States of America quite as much as this country. The average 
crop of the United States is surprisingly low, the returns for a good many States 
being as low as 12 to 14. bushels pel' acre; Lhis evidently does not pay the grower, 
and many are therefore giving up wheat, and ~oing in more for other branches of 
farming. Much of the wheat producing land In the ea~t being thus, for a time at 
least, exhausted, supplies will have t() come from the virgin soils of the west, and 
aq these are rapidly undergoing the same process, the farmers of the United States 
will, before very many years, be very much. on a level with the farmers of this 
cohntry. The virgin soils of Canada are, however, much more extensive, and will 
probably be able to send us wheat when the United States have ceased to be an 
exporting country. In returning to \Vinuipeg we made a detour of some miles to 
the North of High Bluff, and found it all good, dry prairie, pretty. w8ll settled; 
returning to the main road, night came on, and we travelled at a walk for two 
weary hours before reaching our halting place. 'Ve passed the tents aud fires of 
many of the cart trains camped for the night, and could hear the bells on their 
horses and cattle feeding around, though we could not see them in the darkness. 
We had some difficulty in keeping the track; and iu crossing some of the sleughs ill' 

ditches had to light matches and shew the way over the willow bridges. We were 
heartily glad to reach the first inn. Next day we met many emigrants going west, 
and conversed with several. One, a native of Lanarkshire, had first hp.ard of the 
fertility of Manitoba from an' old Hudson's Bay man in Glasgow 30 years ago. He, 
h!ld been over most of the United States as a mechanic, and was now going to land 
he had taken up, 20 miles west of the Portage. We also met Mr. John Henry, a. 
brother of Mr. Henry, BOJfoot, in the Stewartry, going west with his family. He 
"had sold his Ontario farm of 200 acres at 47 daIs. per acre, and taken up 320 acres 
of land for himself, and the same for each of his five sons, on the Government terms 
-in whole, 1920 acres of fine hnd, eight miles west of Rlpid City; and was highly 
plelsed with his pro.pects. This is a gooa illnstration of an anecdote Lord Dufferin 
related in one of his speeches. When Lord Dufferin was on his way to Canada to 
enter on the office of Governor-General he visited the steerage and addressed the 
emigrants, numbering some 400, who were in the ship. One man 
complained tha.t he had too large a family. Lord Dufferin in the course of his re­
marks, referred to this, and said tha.t in the old conn try it was possible sometimes 
for a mln to be burened by too large a. fa.mily, but in the country to which they 
were going a man could hardly have too many children. \Vhereupon a stalwart 
'young fellow slapped his Lordship on the back and exclaimed-' Right yon are Sir, 
.that's just what I have been telling Emily.' These Ontario settlers ara evidently the 
best for Manitoba. They have had some experience of the country, and are well 
prepared for the difficulties of pioneer life. Nearer Winnipeg we met a large party 
of emigrants from England, with their train of wagons a.nd Red River carts. They 
had come ont in connection with the Dominion S. S. CJmpany to settle on the 
Comp~ny's lands. They were halted for their mid-day meal, and as the weather wa~ 
fine accepting the situa.tion cheerfnlly. Many of them were fashionlbly 
dre3sed and evidently new to the life they were adopting, and as they 
had a journey of U days before them, we fear, should bad weather set 
in, things would not continue so pleasant. They would have houses 1to 
'build a.nd many preparations to make; and, were going west far tC'9 late 
in the season. These trains were not without an element of sa.dness. We met a 
sta.lwart, quiet looking Yorkshire man with three nice-looking, but evidently mother­
Jess girls, from 10 to 14 yeus of age. Beaten at home, he was entering a new conntry 
to try again. His span of oxen were jaded and evidently inferior, and he had already 
fallen hehind the main party. He woulrl reqnire a change of oxen to get over the 
150 mile& of road to .Rapid City. The old man's prospects were not bright, but the 
,girls will doubtless soon find homes of their own. 

" Winnipeg is the best place to buy waggons, cattle, implements, &:c. ; bnt set­
tlers shonld take advantage of the competition in trade which exists. We found that 
'some settlers had paid considerably more than they should have done for some of 
their waggons, &c. It is a great mistake for emigrants to take hea.vy or bulky 
:articles with them-the carriage costs more than they are worth. 
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"Next day we started for the Pembina district. Crossing the Assi.niboine' our 
road lay for 40 miles south, along the bank of the Red River. For ten mIles or so to 
the La Salle river the road passes through a rather low and wo.o~ed country, mos.t of 
the tiUlber being small copse. 'Ve then emerge on open prame, most of the river 
lots being settled and under cultivation. This contl:!ued, with interv!,l~ of unbroken 
prairie, all the way to Morris, which we reached at dusk. The praIrIe west of the 
road was mostly unbroken, and had been swept by fire. We saw a good many 
stacks of pnirie hay and some cattle. Prairie grouse were pretty numerous 
and we shot '2.; brace on this journey. The land at Morris is hardly so heavy 
as nearer Winnipeg. Crops were reported to average 18 to 22 bush. per acre .• Next 
day Wp struck west along the second base line, and ten miles out reached the Lowe 
farm the only house for 25 miles. 'Ye were kindly entertained by Mr. Lowe, Jr., 
on our return. This farm consists of 19,OlO acres, which Messr8. Lowe intend farm­
ing on a scale similar to the Dalr)'mple farms. They I'ave erected a fine house and 
buildings. and have 500 acres broken for next crop. They have bad some loss among 
their horses, the work of breaking being severe, and the ha.y and water Lot suiting 
horses from Ontario at first. Oxen or mules do better for brt'aking. They have 
also had some difficulty in getting good water, and have put down a bore of 90 feet 
to tl.e rock, '1\ here they have hope to nn,} a good supply. Meantime they have to 
dra \f supplie. some dL tance. Water is one of the first c,'nsiderations with the settler. 
It is rare that water is so difficult to get as in the case we have mentioned. The 
water of the creeks is good; and we ma.de a point of tasting the well water at a good 
many plates we visited. Sometimes it was sweet, and sometimes it had an a.lkaline 
or sulphurous taste, but ~tock take it readily enough. The Lowe farm is all level 
prairie, with a little marsh, on which you might drive a plough for miles 
in any direction. It is intel'.ected here and there by small channels or cooleys, 
which carry off the water in spring but do not impede a plough or reaper. The soil 
is a rich, black mould, 18 inches deep on a clay subsoil. Our trail for sevel'lLl miles 
lay through the south corner of the big marsh, consisting of many thou.sand acres, 
which is !looded by the Boyne river in the rainy season, but could be drained with.little 
difficulty. It was covered with most luxuriant grass, in some places three to four feet 
high. It waH SOllie places it was still soft, and the horses went upto the knees and pulled 
u. through with Borne difficulty. We travelled over 40 miles, and reached Messrs. 
Riddel's farm ou Tobacco Creek jU8t in time, as we were hardly well inside when 
a thunderstorm, with heavy rain, ('arne on and a very dark night. Next da.y we 
drove over ~lessrs. Riddd's farm and ~ome of the sUl'rc>unding country. Messr~. 
Riddel h8.\'e several thuusand acres of nice dry land, well situated on the Creek, 
along '\\ hich there is some fair timber. They have not yet cultivated much wheat, 
as they are some distance from a market, but they expect 'ere long to have com­
munication with Winnipeg by the Pembina Railway branch, which will add greatly 
to the value of their land. Their wheat has averaged fully thirty bushels per 
acre. This and the Pembina M"untain district is considered one of the finest parts 
of Manitoba. The Pembina. Mountains are terraces of some 300 to 400 feet high. 
well dad with timber, their summits being an immense plateau of level prairie. 
which is thickly se tied nearly as far west as Rock Lake. This district is fairly 
well· wooded, and grows the wild dog r08", a sign of good dry land. We re-crossed 
the A~lantic with a young man who hall bought 320 acres, with a log house and 
some Improvements, for $500. We had fine weather for our return to v\"innipcg, 
and witlles.ed a Red River dance at Mortis. We also drove out to Mr. Gerrie's farm 
on Stutgeon Creek, eight miles north-west of Winnipeg. Mr. Gerrie owns 40 000 
acre:! in ditferent parts of the Province, and has here a block of 500 acres, n;arly 
all dry and well situated. The soil is a black loam of 12 to 111 inches deep on a 
friable c:1ay loam. A crop of oats, sown on breaking, had been very bulky; but 
the qualIty .of the oats grown on new land is generally poor. Mr. Gerrie had sold 
a pa~ of ,hiS block at £1 an acre. Returning to Winnipeg we passed through a 
cor,t8\(lerable bIeadth of. lower land on which hay had been cut. 'Ve saw loads 
gomg lIItO to~ n, w~ere It sells from $6 t6 $8 a ton in quantity.. Six Gollars is 
about th" lowest (mce, and as the co~t of cutting, stacking and dalivering in town 
does not exceed $3 to $3~ per ton it seems to be a profitable business (,n land which 
yidd8. two tons per acre, and which can be bought at less than $5. '''e also drove 
out With Mayor Logan and some other gentlemen to Bird Hill,east of the Red River, 
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from which we had a fine view. The country east of the river is more rolling antI 
broken than the wes~ side, and morE' wooded. We saw prairie tires to the south 
and west. The railway from Winnipeg to 8elkirk is now finished, and we saw he~e 
some large deposits of gravel, which by-and-by will be of great use in road making. 
We passed through the settlement of Kildonan, which skirts both banks of the Red 
River north of Winnipeg. It was settled by Highlanders from Sutherlandshire in 
1812. The claims a.re from 5 to 12 chains wide, and go four miles back, Only a. 
sma.ll proportion along the river is cultivated, the rest being used for hay and pail­
ture. We saw land which had been in wheat from 35 to 50 years, and took samples 
of the wheat soil and subsoil We also saw some first-rate turnips. We did not see 
any signs of manure being applied, though we saw manure heaps, the accumula­
tion of 20 years. As there is no decrease of crops, the natives do not think it 
necessary to use manure yet; indeed it has been customary to draw the manure on 
to the ice of the river in the winter and allow it go off in the spring freshets. 
Others who had not this facility had f!Jund it necessary to remove their barns rather 
than remove the manure heap. The cultivated land was clean and seemed in good 
condition. On the banks of the riYer we could' see a depth of 12 to 14 feet of 
soil, all an alluvial deposit. The settlement of Selkirk, further down the river, was 
settled in the Bame way, and similar to Kildonan. Returning to Winnipeg we saw 
a start being made on the first section of the Canadian Pacific Railway west of this 
point. The cllnstruction of this section is contracted for at $6,000 per mile, being 
little more than the cost of rails, sleepers and ballasting. The cost of working will 
also be light, as the steepest gradient from Lake Superior to the Rocky Mountains, 
does not exceed 1 in 100. When in Winnipeg a banquet was given to the Ministers 
Aikins and Bowell, to which the delegates were invited, and at which a great future 
for the North West was confidently predicted. Mr. Cowan from Wigtonshire, who 
visited the district west of the Portage,. as far as Rapid City, kindly favored us with 
his notes on that section. 'He says the land for 12 miles west of the Portage is good, 
similar to the land of High Bluff. Twenty miles west of it is low and rather marshy, 
t.hen changes to a sandy loam, and then very low for 16 miles past Gladstone, and 
no use till drained. The trail here strikes White Mud River, a. clear and in places 
rapid stream. From White Mud River to Stoney Creek and over Riding Moun­
tains the land is light and sandy ill parts, but generally good rolling pra··rie, fit £01' 
mixed husbandry, till the Prairie Cit} ()n the Little S.askatchewan is reached. From 
Prairie City to Rapid City the trail is along this river, the banks of which are 
light and gravelly, but a mile back thil land is good rolling prairie, not quite so 
heavy as the land near the Portage. The south trail from Rapid City to the .Portage 
passes through land similar to what we have described. On the big plain, 25 miles 
east, Mr. McKenzie has a farm of 4,000 acres. This gentleman who came from .on­
tario, 11 years ago, gave Mr. Cowan some useful information. He ·owns about. 
18,000 acres of land, selected very judiciously in various parts of the Provinces. One 
of his Bons is on a farm lof 1,700 acres on the beautiful plain, and has 300 acres 
under arop. He has also a grazing farm, (00 miles north west of the Portage, on 
which he says 800 acres would yield enough hay to winter 2,000 cattle. He lives on 
a farm of 2,400 acres, 9 miles west of Portage 180 Prairie, some of which he ha.s culti­
va.ted for nine consecutive years. His wheat yielded 41 bushels per acre in 1877, 36 
bushels last year, and he expects 40 bushels from this year's crop, all of the Fife 
Yariety, and 60 to 62 Ibs. per bushel. He sows wheat from 15th April to 12th 
May, and reaps in August. Oats may be sown till 20th May, and barley as late as 
10th June. Oats yield 75 to 80 bushels per acre, 34 to 36 Ibs. ; barley 40 to 45 
bushels, 50 to 32 lbs. He drills in about 2 bushels of each. His land is a good 
black loam, IS inches deep, on a subsoil of 3 or 4 feet of loamy clay, and grows ex­
cellent crops of roots of all kinds. Potatoes, with very rude cultivation, grows 7 to 
10 tons per acre, and turnips as high as :;0 tons, without manure. Swedes frequently 
weigh 16 to 20 Ibs. One exhibited last year weighed 36 Ibs. Gootl water is found 
at 16 feet, and stock do well. Mackenzie has a stock of very useful well bred cattle, 
the bllst in the Province. He finds a ready market for all his produce in settlers 
coming in, and expects to need no other for some years. He pays £40 a yea.r and 
board for white labor; and 2s. per day and board for Indian labor 
He had an Indian ploughing one of his fields. Mackenzie must be con-

4 
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sidered a good authority on the matter of crops, but his results a.1·e e~dently 
considerably better than the average, and it would not ~e safe to calcu­
late on his figures. Though we spent nearly four weeks on dur Journey to .and from 
Manitoba, including the time we were there, we saw only a. ve.ry ~mall portl~n of the 
3,OOO,OOJ acres it coutains; ani, as Manitub:\ IS only tilE; beglDllIng of th.e Immense 
extent of fertile coantry whi~h extends to the foot of the R'J~ky l.lountalus, we can 
hardlv do mor~ than say that we have had our foot in the North· West. The Bri~ish 
possc8sione ill North America are larger than the whole of Eu~ope, and larger than 
the United States, without Alaska, and as the wheat regIOn throu!(h whICh the 
Canada Pacific Railway will pass is estimated to CJutalll 160 mllbon acres, the 
Canadians may well be enthusiastic over their pJsaessions. None of the delega~es 
went west of Itapid City, but t!J.e country seuth to the Assiniboine is reported good 
dry land, water g'lod, and timber ~c.lrce. At Shoal Lake, ~O miles N. W., the land 
is similar, and on to Fort Ellice and the Teuchwood Hlils. At Edmonton, 850 
miles, the land is said to be undulating and of·the fiue~t description, and those who 
have visited the Peace River describe it as the fine3t country of the whole, and say 
that, notwithstan(ling its high latitude, it grows wheat well, while, owing to its 
situatIOn on the east slope of the R()~ky Mountains, the climate is much milder than 
in much lower latitudes. A reference to a map. on which isothermal lines of winter 
and summer are marked, will illubtrate this. But I may say that, while it il in the 
same latitude as Scotland, thE> summer is similar to ·that of Belgium. Most of the 
bnd in Manitob:l i3 now taken up, and ellllgration is flowing westward to the free 
grant lands. Th. laud is surveyed in sectiuns of a mil.e square, or 640 acres. Half 
of these sections, c(Jl'responding to the white squares of a draught boa.rd, are resen'ed 
as railway lands, and sold at fixed prices, according to distance from the line of rail­
way. Tbe sections corresponding to the black squares are reserved as free grant 
lands, each settler receiving 160 acres on payment of a nominal sum, and witb power 
to buv 160 more on easy terms, the price varying from 1 to 2! dollars per acre. The 
policy of the Governmcnt is, if possible, to build the railway ahllad of settlement. 
They also wish to prevent 8peculatore getting pJSSe33ion of large bre30dths of land to 
hold on s[lJculatio!l, but in tbis they bave hitherto failed, as m:my men own from 10 
tJ 40 thOu.5a:ld acres within 10:> miles of Winnipeg. These lands at present bring 
iu no revenue to the owuers; i .. deed, it is probable that some are paying interest on 
tbe purcha!e mondY at high rates. These lands are all for sale at prices 
from 1 to 5 do:lar8 per a~re for unbroken land, and in some cates improved lots 
might be boa.;ht for the higher sum. There are many men who have taken up 
h'Jmesteads and pre.emptioll3 who will sell their rigoh for a small profit. So there 
is no likehood of land being scarce for many years to come, and settlers who can pay 
the prices I h!lve named do not require to go far west unleBs they choose. On tbe 
wllole I wail favorably impressed with Manitoba, and the other delegates whom I 
m~t expre,sed the same opinion. No one who sees the immense extent of fertile soil 
and the excell"n~e of its l'ruducts cJ.n doubt for a moment that there is a I{reat 
future before that country. Nearly everyone we met who hlld seen anything of 
the North-West speke of it in glowing terms; and, though it is necessary to allow 
con.siderable dlscountll on ~he statements of those. wh!1 hl\ve not much Clxperience in 
agriculture, we were satisfied that BettieI'd, With Industry, experience and somet 
cl\pital, could not fail to do well. A msn with £100 can nuke a start on a homestead' 
a m~n witll £2~:> to £3'JO can start w~ll; but as a rule me~ wit~ more capital have th~ 
best chance. Stock do well, but require shelter and Iiay In WID tel'. There is a good 
home trade in cpttle, large numltera being imDorted at present from Minnesota. The 
?~ttl~ we saw .in ~hn,itoba were good .alid atrong, rathQr short of bree:ling, but 
Infiultely superIOr to t.;.e Texas and native Colorado cattle we afterward! sa 11' in 
Caicago ml\rke~. We think Galloway cattle would Buit the country well. Yearling 
ca.ttle were Sell!Dg at 12 to 16 dollars: two·yea.r.olds at 2!> to 25 dollars' and three­
ydl~·olds at ~~ tJ 4') dolla.rs: Draught oxen b:ing 9) to 18:> dollars per pai~, according 
to Size, condlt.lOn, and tr:unIDg. MOlt of the settl.era at present are al'oiding the low 
lande and takIDg up the dry lands f?r. wheat'growlng, which gives a quicker retura 

. than cattle; but as soon &9 stock raISIng IS more general, we think these lands will 
be fonnd very valua.ble. We. SllW so~~ few flocks of.50 to 100 sheep. In Borne 
dl&trlcts a spea~ grass grows, which gets IDtO the wllol, pierces the skin, and kills the 
aDlmll; but thl8 only occurs at one part of the year, and when the lp.nd is cultivated 
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this grass disappears. Like cattle, sheep require shelter and hay in winter. The 
disadvantages of Manitpba are at present bad roads, especiaI1y in the rainy season­
the long winter of fully five monthi, the scarcity of wo.d and of water in Borne parts, 
the mosquitoes and black flies, which for a couple of months in summer, and espec. 
ially in marshy places, are very annoying to man and beast, and particularly 'to new 
settlers. The opening of the railway will help to get over the first difficulty, and 
also bring in supplies of timber where needed. Care is J:equired in selecting land 
where good water can Ite had. The wi uter i,s long and the temperature often very 
low; but we were assured by Governor Morris and others that the cold is not severe, 
as the air is generally still and clear, and that even invalids witli weak lungs find. the 
climate healthy and pleasant. There is no cure for the insect plagues, which, how­
ever, disappear as the land is drained and cultivated. It is well for the emigrant to 
be prepared for these difficulties, which we would be careful neither to exaggerate or 
conceal. As a field for money.making and enterprise, we consider the North West 
decidedly the best part of the Dominion; and those who are willing to face these 
difficulties and disadvantages of pioneer life-difficulties and disadvantages which 
will be readily overcome, and which are nothing to those which the early settlers in 
Ontario had to contend with-have every prospect of success and independence. It 
would be a great mistake to SUppOS6 that I recommend Manitoba to all who think of 
emigrating. The propriety of goiBg there depends very much on the means ani 
habits of the emigrants. There are many whom I could not recommend to make a 
change, which woula ill.volve the loss of a good many of their present life comforts, 
and which might be especially hard on the female members of the family; but young 
people with health, energy, and seme means, accustomed to work, would certainly 
improve their position and do well. There are many families, too, who may be 
working as hard here without making things aay better, as they would have to do 
there, for whom the change would be a good one. * * ' In offering you 
these remarks on what we saw in Canada, I must ask Ton to remember that we have 
only seen it for a period of nine weeks at one season of the year, and though in that 
time "'8 travelled between 8000 and 9000 miles-often travelling night and day-we 
saw only a very small proportion of the vast territory comprisQd in the Dominion of 
Canada. We endeavored, however, to Bee as much as the I!hort season would admit 
of, and found everyone reaciy to give ns information. We were not biased or influ· 
enced in any way, but were allowed every facility t. see what we liked and how we 
liked. We found the Canadian people exceedingly kind, hospitable, 
and attentive, and warmly attached to the Mother Country," * * * 

PENRITH J!' ARMERS CLUB. 

The Cumberland and Westmoreland Advertiser of Dec. 23, 1879, says 
that on the previous Tuesday a meeting of the Penrith Farmer's Club was 
held for the purpose of hearing a report from Mr. Geo. Hutchinson, 
Brougham Castle, the delegate chosen by the club to visit Canada, "On 
the resources of Canada and the advantages it offers." There was a large 
attendance .• Follo~g are extracts from the report :-

"I left Liverpool on Thursday, the 4th of September, in the Moravian, accom· 
panied by Mr. Peat and Mr. Johnston, two other delegates from Cumberland. The 
time on board the steamer passed in a very pleasant manner; it is, in fact, any. 
thing but the dreaded journey which many on leaving England, to cross the Atlantic, 
expect: * * " From Quebec we went to Ottawa, the Capital of Canada, 
where we spent a very pleasant week in looking over the exhibits of the Dominion's 
exhibition. Before and since my return to England, it has more than once been in. 
timated to me, that not having time to see &11, we would only be shown the most 
desirable parts, and that we would, therefore, come away with a more favourable 
impression than the circumstances justified. I think it only right I should state 
that the Hon. J. H. Pope, Minister of Agriculture, gave us distinctly to understand 
that we eould visit any district we wished. All that he wanted was, that on our 
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return we would give a fair and impartial account of the oountry. We were met at 
Ottawa, by five other delegates, who ha(1 left .England a we.ek later. On Friday 
evening, September 26th, all the delegates whIch were then m Ottaw.a me~ at ~he 
office of the Minister of Agriculture, to arrange our future operatIons, It bemg 
thought most desirable that we should form two parties-half to B.tay in the old 
provinees, the other to go to Manitoba and the N orth West terrItory. Myself 
having chosen to go to Manitoba, the greater part of this report must, therefore. 
necessarily refer to it. . 

* " The Province of Mauitoba amI the N orth West Territory has 
a sli"htly different climate than the older provinces, the winter being colder, the 
ther~ometer sinking to 40 degrees below zp.ro, but the universal testimony of the 
Iilettlers is that eyen with this degree of cold, which is accompanied by a brighter 
and drier atmosphere then the e;tstern part of the continent, that the sensation 
of cold is no greater than in Ontario. During the winter the greatest drawbacks 
a.re the sudden storms of wind and snow. called by the settlers" Blizzards," and 
during the spring-to frost. The snow goes away, and ploughing begins some years 
as early'as the 1st of April, but generally not until after the 15th. The crops are 
harvested in August, the long days of summer bringing vegetation to rapid maturity .. 
The buffaloes winter in thousands on the immeuse pastures of the North West; tho 
half-breeds and Indians camp out in the open plains during the whole of the winter 
with no shelter but a buffalo skin tent and robes. When I was there, in the middle 
of October, I slept in ttlnt for tell nights, and felt no inconvenience from cold or 
anything else. 

"The soil in Manitoba is & black mould, resting on a very retentive clay subsoil. 
The depth of this black cl&y earth varies from twelve inohes to three feet. When it 
is worked in a proper condition it becomes as fine as powder, but if worked when 
wet it becomes lumpy and hard, more like clay than anything else. Chemical 
analysis bave been made, and the resulh establish that the soil of Manitob& is 
amongst the richest in the world. But the best analysis of the soil is when we find, 
that under such indifferent farming such excellent crops are grown. Neu te the 
Portage Ill. Prairie, about 60 miles west of Winnipeg, I saw a field which had grown 
thirty crops of wheat in succession, without manure, the last crop haviug yielded 
thirty-five bushels per acre. The owner was ploughing this field for the thirty-first 
time, and did not co. sider it nQcessary to plow more than five inches deep, although 
he had quite 'two feet of earth to work upon. In some of the oldest settlements near 
to Winnipeg I saw land that had grown crops of wheat far fifty years without 
manure,. but that it was beg!nniog to feel ~he .effects of this very rough handling was 
very plam. One hundred mtles west of Wmnlpeg there are thousands of acres of rich 
a!l;riculturalland lying waite, unbrr'klln by spade or plo~gh, held by land speculators, 
some of whom would probably sell for a reasonable pront, but the greater part ask 
exhorbitant prices, which must pI'event the se.ttlement of these, the most deSirable­
partR. Then, again, large tracts in Manitoba ar" set apart for reservations of various 
kinds-for instance, there are several townships for Indians, and 500,000 acres for 
the Mennonites. I think these reservations must very seriously prevent the settle­
ment (>f the country. Land withm fifty miles of Winnipeg can be bOllllSht fer 8e. to. 
30a. per acre, according to location and other circumstances. A gl'eat number of 
~hese farms ar,e within marketable ~;stanc? of Willnipe~. The latest regulations 
Issued by the Canadian Government give notICe that all Government lands in Mani­
toba. shall be sold at from 4i. to 20~. per acre, according to th .. distance it is from 
the proposed railway. Certain portions are opcn for free grants and prc·emptiolls of 
160 acres each. 

II I was as far west as Rapid City, on the Little Sa~katchewaD 160 miles west of 
Winnipeg, and found that all the de3irable lanrls open for free hom~steads had been. 
taken up, so that anyone going to Manitoba or the North,West with the intention of 
taking a. free homestdad would have to go west of Rai-'id City; not that any intending 
settler need be the least alarmed, for there are thousands of acres of splendid land 
fu.rther west.. The rush of settlers to the neighburhood of the Little Saskatchewan 
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Valley has been astonishin2', and yet by far the greater lR~jority that I spoke to were 
p~rfectly satisfied with the soil and climate of their new home. Rapid City, which, 
ill the middle of October, was only five mDnths old, will be, I BUPPOSfl, the youngest 

-city in the world. It then contained twenty·two houses-rattler substantial log 
structnres-with others going np on all sides. A few hnndred yards down the river 
was the frame of a new flour mill, for which the machinery was on the way. Th. 
prairie lands of Manitoba are, to a great extent, a treeless exp~nse. There a.re, 
however, lI"m~ fille woods along the rivers. Trees, also"when planted and protected 
from the prairie fires, have been found to grow with gre.t rapidity; still I am afraid 
that this scarcity of timber will be felt by the settlera until the rail ways open up 
fa~ilities to get it from the more distant parts. Wheat is the crop for which the soil 
.eems more especially adapted; it is of a very hard and flinty nature, being yery 
favorable to the new process of makiag flour. It commonly attains a weight of from 
60 Ibs. to 63 Ibs. per bushel. The average yield per acre is 25 bushels, but I may 
say that much larger yields per acre are common; some of the farms, which are better 
managed, yield as far M 3:) and 40 bushels per acre. The value of wheat in 'Winnipeg 
in September wae 26. 9d. per bushel, so that an average crop of wheat would be worth 
£3 83. 9d. per acre. The cost. according to the best evidence I could procure, for 
growing an acre of wheat in Manit.ba is :-Ploughing, 6s ; harrowing, 6s; Beed aad 
sf)wing, 7s; harvesting and thrashing, 149. Total, 33 shilhngs per acre, which, being 
nearly the only outlay, would leave a profit of £1 15il. 7d. per acre. The straw IS 

of no vain .. , and it is burned after being thrashed. The average yield of oats is 
about 50 bushels,! The quality is not good, being much the same as are grown in 
Ontario. The weight doe! not average more than 34 Ibs. to the busRe!. Barley il a 
fair sample, the average yield being about 30 bushels per acre, the weight from 48 
lbs. to 50 Ibs. per bushel. Potatoes yield a good crop with mucl!. culture. I saw 
many splendid samples. The exhibits of agricultural products at the Dominion 
Exhibition at Ottawa from Manitoba w~re the strongest possible proof of the won­
derful fertiiity and productiyeness of the soil. You will have noticed that the 
average yields of wheat that I have given are much less thau ours at home. Never­
theless with this low y~ld the American farmer can not only compete with us, but 
even beat us in our own market. Why is this? The answer which first presents 
itself is the enormous difference of rent. But this difference is more than balanced 
by the transportation from Am .. rica to the English market. The real advantage 
which they have over us is the cheapness of cnltivatien, for, while the American soil 
gets no manure and yet grows an average crop, you all know too well the English 
farmer must apply a heavy quantity of costly manure year after year if he expects to 
have an average crop. In the prairie laud in Manitoba and the N orth West a plough 
mav be run through the soil for miles in a straight line without encouutering a 
stone, a tree or a hill, a feature of which the old provinces of Canada or England d~ 
not offer the faintest approach. All the ordinary fruit, such as curra.nts and straw­
berries, do well, but apples have not been successfully cultivated; the few tri:lls that 
have been made seem to be insufficient to show whether the climate is adapted for 
them or not. The grasshoppers, which visit Manitoba at uncertain intervals, are the 
greatest drawbacks which the country has to contend against. It appears, from 
what I was able to learn, and J took pains to gain trustworthy information from the 
oldest settlers, that their ravages are generally partial-some suffer while others 
escape. Th"y first appeared in 18.18, six years after the first settler took up his 
abode in Manitoba. Th'ly did not do much harm in that year, but ill 1819 they 
destroyed all the crops. They appeared again forty-six years after, but did no harm 
nntil 1868, when they destroyed the entire cr6p of the settlemen.t. There can be no 
doubt that these pest. bave been the curse of the country, but It seems to be the 
opinion of the oldest settlers that they will not be visited by tholm to any great 
extent, for a few years, and by that time the greater number of settlers will be able 
to restrict their ravages. One fact is, perhaps, worthy of notice-that a total 
destl'Uction of the crops has only taken place six times within fifty-nine ye!lrs. The 
mosquitoes are also another peat to the settlers ill Manitoba. for two months in the 
summer, especia.lIy to anyone who has Bot been used to them. 
'* " "" There are very f0w cattle in Manitoba, the farmers giving nearly 
their whole attention to the growing of grain, but that cattle thrive and grow iat on 
the prairie gras~, the few.that w.e 811W were sufficient proof: Oxen are very eJeten. 
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sively used in Manitoba for draught purposes. I was astonishes to see ~n what 
excellent condition most of them were, some of them quite up to shl)wyard trim, and 
yet these cattle never got a bit of anything to eat but prairie grass. Some parts. of 
the nrairies of the North West are not suitable for sheep, on account of a grass which 
growsJ there called' Spear Grass,' which enters the wool and skin of the sheep. ~n 
other parts, where the grass does not grow, they d<? well. ~ne of the farmers In 
Manitoba had a very fair her~ of seventy cattle. DurlDg the Winter t~ey had. been 
kept in very rough open sReds, exposed to the weather. When I <J,uestlOned him as: 
to whether he considered this sufficient shelter for winter, he replied that he found 
them to do very well, and that he supposed it was on account of the dry atmosphere. 
This man makes a practice every year of breakin~ about eight oxen, to work, and 
sells them at from £13 to £20 per head. * * * Manitoba having been so 
recently settled, there are as yet no roads, those that are nsed as suca being simply 
trails across the prairie. In some places where the surface water cannot gtt oft'they 
are almost impassable. With Buch roads as these, you will easily see the great !"dvan­
tage the Canadian Pacific Railway must be to Manitoba. The branch connectlDg ~he 
waters of Lake Superior with Winnipeg, will be completed in three years; 100 mIles 
west of Winnipeg has just been let to contractors, and is to be completed, it is expec­
ted, within a year, as it presents no engineering difficulties. In view of the gro~in.~ 
interests of the North West, and the rapIdity with whick Manitoba is fillin/? up, It .IS 
thought probable that ~ communication may be established from Port Nelson, In 
Hudson's Bay, to Liverpool. When we consider that Port Nelson is actually nearer 
to Liverpool than New York, it becomes a que~tion of the greatest importance to 
Manitoba that. if possible, this route should be established. The regular price 
charged for the carriage of one bush'!l of wheat from Winnipeg to Montreal is Is. 3d. 
It is, however, calculated that when the branch of the Canadian Pacific Railway, 
before mentioned, is campleted, a bushel of wheat may be taken between Winnipeg 
and Montreal for is., and from there to Liverpool for Sd. a bushel more. Farmers in 
Manitoba state that the cost of raising wheat aDd delivering it at Winnipeg does not 
exceed 2s. 4d. per bushel. We shall thus have wheat from Manitoba on the wharves 
at Liverpool at a cost to the producer. including all charges lor the transport, of 4s. 
a bushel, or 32s. per quarter. There caunot be a question that the farmer can grow 
wheat in Manitoba and deliver it in Winnjpe~ for 2s. 4d. per bushel, while the figures 
for transportation are based on present prices. Very little wheat is yet exported 
from Manitoba, it being nearly all consumed by the new emigrants; but by the time 
that there is a surplus for exportation, there will be a railway outlet by the Canadian 
Pacific. 

"It is fancied that because a country is young, it must necessarily be w.anting· itt 
many of the surroundings of civilization. A more mistaken idea could not be enter­
tained, at least with regard to the old Provinces of Canada. In the Provinces of 
Ontario alone, with a population of two millions, there are about five thousand publia 
schools. The system is very much the same as we have here, the country being 
dividen into school sections of a suitable extent for one school. in which trustees are 
elected to manage its 8chool affairs. The necessary funds are raised partly by a tax 
upon the ratepayers and partly by the Go\·ernment. As a rule no fees are chcuged, 
the schools being absolutely free. In Manitoba, the Government have reserved two 
lections in every township, the proceeds of which, as Bold·, are to be applied to the 
establishment of 8chools. Therefore, as fast as settlements progress schools will be 
pro\·lded. * * * Anyone going to Manitoba with the intention of finding 
employment on the farm should remember that it is only a new country, with tile 
demand for farm labour limited, aud necessarily confined to the summer months_ 
This demand will, however, increase as capital increases, and as the Gountry becomes 
more developed by railroads and other means of com.nunication. The greater part 
of those w.ho go t? Manitoba procure a homeste!"d or purchase a piece of land. Farm 
labourers ID Mamtoba earn from £5 a month WIth board, but less in winter • 

.. During a visit of only two months to such an immense country as Canada you 
cannot expect anyone t? acquire a perfect !nsight into the prosperity of the pe~ple_ 
As far as I observed, thlD~s appear to be gomg on pretty smoothly with the farmers 
there. One farmer \\'ho, when a boy, had worked. at some of, the farms in this neigh .. 
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borhood, and went to CanadR 27 yeRrs ago. now owns a well cleare.l farm of 200 
acres, worth at +bis time £1.500. This is not a solitary case. There are hundreds of 
farmers in Canada who commenced with nothing. and now have good farms of their 
own. Above all things, an emigrant should hne goon health, and none should go 
who have not made up their minds to work-the idle had better stay at home. The 
emigrants at present most required in the old Provinces,are those who have sufficient 
capitRI to enable them to settle upon a cleared farm. Those with ml'ans, an.l who 
intenn to purchase a farm, should not close a bargain until they hRve had a goon l(1ok 
round. Indeed, a good plan is to rent a farm for a year or two, to see how VOII like 
the country. Another matter that pressetl itself on my attention, waq the apparent 
absence of water, in many extensive districts. But there are few places where, by 
wells of ordinary depth, ample supplies of water are not obtained. Prairie fires are 
another drawback from which settlers on the prairies of Manitoba arc liable to suITer. 
The chief peculiar advantage of Manitoba as a fieM for settlement, is tho combination 
of prairie and woodland, the full advantage of which, I.houM think. can only be 
fully appreciatel'l. by those who ha,'e har!. practical eX[JE'rience in clearing olf and 
cultivating a new farm in a thickly-wooded country. that the exi~tence of great areas 
of treeless prairies is a disadvanbge. There can be no doubt thiq disadvantage is 
more than balanced by the cllse with which the land is cultivatNI, in com­
parison with heavy-woode,1 laDl1.. 'Vhen a man is doing well at home, 
and sees his way to continue to do so, great caution should be use.1 in advising him to 
emigrate, but this I do say. that there a,re many farmers in England. especially those 
with little capital, who c~uld improve their position by going t.:) )hnitoba. if they 
are not unwilling to undergo the hardships inci.lcnbl to those who Ii ... " in new 
countries. What capital would be required with which to commence to farm in 
Manitoba! is very frequently asked. The answer entirelv d"pends upon surrounding 
circumstances. A young man, without family, willing to work and save, an,l rough 
it, would, in a few years. secure himself a home, without almo~t any capihl. H') 
would have to work for others part of the timE>, an.1 then hire help in turn, t.) assist 
him in the p:lttin~ up of a small house; after that, he could plough or fence in '\ fe':\" 
acres for a crop m the followiltg spring, and thus in a short time he might becom'l 
comparatively an independent farmer. A farmer with a famIly desirinl! to start with 
a fair amount of comfort should not llave less than £300. On the other hand, a man 
may take considerable capital and start in a larger way. I have endcavore.1 to give 
yon a fair idea of the advantages and disanvantages of the Dominion of Crmada. I 
have tried not to hold ont any visionary inducements for anyone to go there, but 
rather to give a fair, unvarnished account of the country a~ it presented itself to my 
notice. I left Quebec on my return home, on Saturday, November 15th, ami after a 
very pleasant 'Voyage, landed in Liverpool, on Monday evening, November 2·Hh, with 
many interesting and pleR9ant recollections of my tra~els, and unboun.led faith in the 
future of the Great North 'Vest of Canada. In conclusion I wish to expres3 my 
grateful thanks to the Honorable J. H. Pope, Minister of Agriculture, and many 
others who gave me every opportnnity for obtaining information. 

In the discnssion which followed, "Mr. Charles Thompson said he thought that 
as a club they might congratulate the member3 generally upon having made tho 
selection of such a gentleman as :\1,'. Hutchimon, to visit Canar!.a on their behalf. He 
had been very much interElsted indeed in hearing what Mr. Hutchinso!1 hat! reported, 
and he could fully bear him out over some portion of the journey lIP. ha.l r!.escribe,l, 
Be thought that so far as the more eastern part of C'anada was concerned, his descrip· 
tion was 80 thoroughly correct and reliable, that what he had said of Manitoba wa'! 
equally 80. It was a great question for farm~rs to consider where to seWe with the 
greatest po~sible advantage and prospect of success in life; ancl as Mr. Hutchinson 
had described, there were EO m~ny inducements in ~bnitob., foL' emiglation 
to that p:lrt where people were so industrious, that he WM exceedil1~ly glacl 
he so cautiously expressE'd himself to the (Ifect that people were doing well at home 
and were not dispo.ed to • rough' it, had better not go. But where people were 
disposer! to take the consequences of the new style of living which must of necessity 
follow emigration to America. Manitoba seemed to him to he an opp.ning for them. 
He (the speaker) wa~ rather struck with one part of tho report. Mr. Hutchinson 
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spoke of the Mennonites having a large extent of territory in Manit~ba,. and .he 
expressed a fear that the settlement of the Mennonites would interfere With Its bemg 
covered with au industrious p9pulation. He (Mr. Thompson) thought that Mr. 
Hutchinson might take it for granted that that would not be the case, because the 
Mennonites were most industrious. They were people who had found a ~ome In the 
Far West-a people among whom it would be agreable to live, and they might be sure 
tha.t they would make that part of the country a little Paradise.";' 

AT GALA WATER FARMER'S CLUB. 

The N01·th British .Agricult~tri8t, of Dec. 24th, 1879, says :-

"An adjourned special meetin" of the Gala Water Farmers' Club was held in 
the Town Hall, Stow, on Friday afternoon, to hear the report of Messrs. Walter 
Elliot, (Hollybush,) John Logan, (Legerwood,) and John Snow, (Pirntaton,) three 
of the farmers' delegates from Scotland appointed to go to Canada and report on 
the inducements which that fertile region offer~ to British farmers hampered a.t 
home by antiquated leases and unfair laws." 

Mr. Elliot, in the reply to the toast of his health, said:-

" From all accounts, and I have the best information from practical men, Mani. 
toba or the North West Territories would be the best places for faorming on a large 
scale, and I would say these are also the places for a poor man. There he can get 
160 acres of land free, and if he has a family, each member eighteen years of age 
gets the sa.me, so that he has a large farm at once, his own property. for ever, and 
no rent to pay." 

Mr. Logan liaid, 

"On arrival at ·Winnipeg the ma.yor aond civic authorities met nl at the statien, 
and accompanied us to an hotel and maode arrangements for our travellin~ througlt. 
lIanitoba early in the morning. This, however, was departed from, as we did not 
lea'1'6 Winnipeg till three o'clock for Portage-la·Prairie, and only tra~elled 34 miles 
that afternoon, and arriVed :It a small inn milled House's on Pigeon Lake. Aftertleaving 
Winnip'g the land is of a black sticky loam a.nd very swampy for 7 or 8 miles along 
the banks of the Assiniboine River, where it begins to impro\-e. There is not mueh 
cultivation till we get to a plade called High Bluff, where the land is very good, 
growing very fine crops of wheat, judging from the appearance of the stubble and the 
bulk of grain in stacks, Bone of which are thstched, nor does it seem to be thought 
necessary that they should be thatched. This gives them a very sleyenly appear­
ance. All the land round this district is very good, being 4 feet deep of black loam, 
as we saw from a sand pit. The water is also good, as we drunk 90me from the 
creek. The land here has grown wheat for 40 ytlars in succelsion, yielding from 25 
up to 40 bushels per acre, weight 60 Ibs. per bushel, and selling for 60 cent. per 
bushel. The farmers had sold it too soon, as the price had gone up very much. 
There are not many oats sown here, but the general producQ is about 70 bushell per 
acre. We arrived at Portage·la-Prairie on Saturday afternoon. The land is good 
all the way from High Bluff. From Winnipeg to Partage it is 60 miles. On taking 
a walk in .the evening we had a conversation ..,.i~h a. man who was plougl!iing. Bis 
farm consists of 320 acres. He told us that he had grown wheat in succession for 
17 years, .. nd that it had been in wheat 13 years before he bought the farm, and had 
grown very good crops at an uerage of 32 bushels per acre of 60 lbs. "'eight per 
bu~hel. He also said that he could plough 2 acrel daily with two very small hones. 
ThiS man had also sold his wheat too soon. There is about 40 cents per bushel diffe­
rence between value of wheat in Manitoba aad Montreal. This will be reduced to 
:?O cents or thereby when the Canadian Pacific Railway is made through to Win­
nipeg lind 011 to Portage-la.Prairie. Wheat can be grown ill Manitoba for 55 cents 
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',per ~ushel, leaTing a profit; the expense per acre for ploughing, harrowing, eeed, 
SOWing, cutting, bmding, carrying, and thrashing, being 8 dollars. This is when the 

. ~ulkey plough is nsed. With this plough one man can turn over 5 acres daily. It 
IS a donble furrow plough, and is drawn by four horses or mules, the man being 
seated and managing the plough with a lever. 

. "The delegates hel'e again divided, three going west in the direction of Rapid 
City, and the others and self returning to Winnipeg by a more northerly route, 
where the land IS equally good. We an'ived at night at a l'oadeide inn about halfway 
to Winnipeg. Proceeding next day, on our way we met a m~n going from Ontario 
tl!) Rapid City about 100 miles west from Portage, who told us that he had bought 
1920 acrei of land for himself and five sons, 320 acres each, vi?;., 160 acres called 
'homestead,' which he got free, ILnd 160 acres called' pre-emption,' for which he had 
to pay 960 dols. This man was in great spirIts at having acquired so much pro­
per.ty, and he seemed to have a preference for the l>\nd about Rapid City and the 
Pembina Mountains to any .ther that he had seen. We also met a number of En­
glish immigrants going west to the neighhourhood of Rapid. City. One of them had 
got into a 'slough' (as it is called in that district), and we had to assist him out, 
the reason of his having stnck fast being attributable to the state of the roads in wet 
weather, and their want of metal. Those men had two oxen in eaeh waggon, for 
which they paid on an average 135 do Is., and 85 dols. for each waggon, and this was 
considered to be Tery dear. Another man informed us that he would not have left 
EJ'lgland if his landlord had been more liberal with him. He had lost a lot of money 
in his farm, and the landlord rather than giye him a reduction took the farm into 
his own hauds, and he was certain the landlord would lose money by it, and be 
obliged in a year or two to let it te some-one else at half the rent. At thiS season a. 

. great many prairie fires take place, everything being so dry. Some of the settlers 
have lost all their property from not having taken the proper precaution, but by 

. ploughing a good breadth of land round their homestepds fires may be prevented. 
There are a good many cattle in this dlstllct, but not of a good sort, the prices ran­
ging from 16 to 20 and 40 dols. each, and for horses the prices being about 100 dols. 
We also visited a herd of buffalo bulls and cows grazing among the na.ti\'e cows, be­
longing to the Hon. James MacKay, who has a property near to Winnipeg. The 
{)ross-bred calvp.s of these animals have rather a comical appearauce. 

".on Oct. 14. we set out for a southern inspection up the R~d River. After 
,leaving Winnipeg the land is swampy for some miles out. It then begins to improve, 
and where the people have settled down, it is cultivated to a small extent. On 

.reaching Morris, on the Scratching ltiver, and for many miles round, the land is 
good, the country looks well, and the crops very fine. We remained at Morris 
.all night. Passing along next morning some of our party were very successful in 
shooting a great many prairie chickens in the course of an hour, They are very 
abundant in some parts of the oountry. They are something like the grouse in Scot. 
land, but lighter in colour. The sport afforded great amusement to us all, and we 
lost no time by it, as the horses were resting and feeding. We then resumed our 
jonrney. The prairie grass to toe west of Morris had been all burned, which gaTe the 
,country a very dismal appearanee. However, the soil is excellent, being black loam, 
but little or no cultivation till we get to Lowe's farm. This farm is the joint pro· 
perty of Mr. James Lowe of Manchester, and Mr. John Lowe of Uttawa (secretary to 
,the Departw.ent of Agriculture), who bought it for their two sons. It is managed by 
Uolonel V\Testover, who has begun to cultivate on a most extensive sca\e. The farm 
comprises 12,000 acres. He began to plough last summer, and will HOW 500 acres of 
wheat next'spring, a.nd will go on increasing every year until the most of the land is 
under wheat. He has 25 horsei! at present, but inste:l.d of buymg more horses he in­
tends purcha.ing a great many oxen or mllle3. This will be a magnificent farm in a 
few years. The soil is very good and deep. We could judge of this from what· we 
saw, where Mr. Lowe was digging a well. It was fully two feet deep of black loam. 
He had, however, been unfortunate in his hor.es, having lost eleven. 'Ve advised 
him n.t to give them too much dry food, but to give them some linseed or linseed 

.. .cake. 
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" After leaving Lowe's farm we drove through many miles of prairie groumI, 
but saw no cattle. Our opinion was that there might be millions more cattle reared 
annually than there are at preseut, if people would only go out from the ol~ ~ountry 
and try it ; they would make fortunes, as there are thousands, nay, mill~ons, of 
acres for sale. Our party again shot some prairie chickens. They are m gre~t 
numbers, and there are thousands of wild duck. By the way, I may add there IS 

neither gun nor game license requisite in Canada, and no gamekeepers to annoy ~ne 
as there are in Scotland. In fact, these men have often been the means of creatmg 
bad fep-ling between landlord and tenant here. Every one is astoDlshed that the 
landlords of Scotland should so generally give credence to their reports, as game­
keepers too frequently misrepresent matters for their own interest. In my own ea<e 
I may state I have not been thus annoyed, my landlord having been kind enough to 
give me the shooting on my farm. 

"To return to our former subject-we arranged to visit another farm, of 4000 
acres, on Tobacco Creek, belonging to Messrs. Riddell, sons of Mr. Riddell ?f Hun· 
dalee, Roxburghshire, at one time pre~ident of the Scottish Chamber of Agnculture. 
'We drove up to their house and found them at home, and got a hearty w~lco~e. 
We were scarcely scated when a severe thunderstorm came on, followed by ram. 
Next morning it was dry though cloudy, but cleared away in the afternooJ?' when 
we were driven through the farm, which is a very fine one, full of the ~Id ros~, 
this being the sign of good land in Manitoba. They have shown great WIsdom In 
selecting such a good spot. They have a lot of land under. the p.lou~h, :"nd grow 
first· rate crops of wheat, which they sell for seed to people III their distrICt. :rhe 
MessN. Riddell's crop of wheat is generally about 32 bushels per acre. and weigh" 
62 Ibs. per bushel. They intend going largely into the breedi~g of cattle: and we 
thought they were right. They ha\"e a 11:00d lot at present, an<l IDter..,1 bUyIDg more 
this autumu. I have no doubt these gentlemen will in a few years make large 
fortunes. I hope they may, as they are most industrious young men. 

U Manitoba is a very healthy country, and has a very fertile soil. It is gener&lly 
very dry in summer, and in winter the cold is no greater, ami the snow sel.d0lll: so 
deep ~s in Ontl',rio. Plenty wood can be got at Winnipeg, and also at Rapid City, 
for building pnrposes. There are two saw mills being erected at present. The wood 
is sent down the Saskatchewan River from the White Mud River and White L'\ke, 
where plenty timber is to be had. Coal has also been found onfthe Saskatchewan River 
in beds 2! feet thick, and on the Pembina River 7 feet thick. In fact it abounds 
everywhere, so that there will be no lack of fuel. There is also a grist mill erecting 
at Rapid City. There was a great talk some time ago ahout the grasshoppers doing 
great damage to the wheat crop; but none have been seen for three or four years, 
and they don't expect to be annoyed again for years to come. In this I report only 
what was told me . 

.. Manitoba is very different from Ontario; there are no trees to hinder the 
plough, only prairie grass, and this must be ploughed down in June and July with a 
urrow 2 inches detp aod 12 or 14 inches wide. It is found that the soil is rotted 

better in these months from the heat being 80 great. It is again ploughed over 
in the autumn or spring, and once yearly after, no manure- being required. In fact, 
all the straw, which in Britain would be converted into manure, is burned. The 
taxes are light, and the Canadian GovernmeI,t reserve two sections in each town· 
ship for educational purposes. Each fteetion contains 640 acres, and 1 here are thirty. 
six sections in each township. My opinion is that this is the country for the British 
farmers to go to, as if we remain much longer at home our means will 1:Ie all gone. 
Every year it is being drained away, and landlords make no concession. We are 
all aware that a bargain is a bargain; but if landlords would ~lOW a little considera­
tion in such bad times as we h!love I)f late years experienced, they would b~ no losers 
in the long rnn. \Ve hall no idea when we entered on our present leases that we 
were to have had Buch a SliCCefts'O!n of bad seaSOIlS, and, combined with this, the 
great increa"e 01 wages and tradesmen'ft bills. Few farmers will be able to renew 
their leases. In their determination to get all .heir rents, landlords are only killing 
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the goose that lays the golden eggs. My advice is, that as long as we have a little 
capital left, to secnre some of it in that country beyond the Atlantic where plenty 
land can be bought from the Canadian Govel'nment for one dol. per acre, equal to 
48. 2d. British money. 

"Since leaving Manitoba, the Hudson's Bay Company have advertised for sale 
500,000 acres out of 7,000,000 acres of land which tney hold in the North West, from 3 
dols. to 6 dols. per acre. They have two sections in each township, containing 640 
acres each. The land requires no clearing of timber, and no liming, and little or 
no draining,' the most of it being dry and easily wrought; it only needs to be 
ploughed, and at once it produces good crops." 

"But notwithstanding all the beauty of Ontario, he must give a 
preference'to Manitoba as the plal:8 to which the farmers must all emigrate. Any 
one going to Manitoba having £160, could take up one half section ( 320 acres of land) 
-namely, 160 acres of homestead, which he would get free from the Gonrnment 
by agreeing to reside on the property and cultivate it for three years. He could 
also take up another 160 acres' pre.emption,' for which he had to pay one dollar per 
acre, payable by instalments, the first instalment, with interest, payable at the end 
of three years. Of course the settler cbuld take np land near to a railway, for which 
he had to pay on pre· emption 2i doIs. per acre." 

Mr. Snow, of Pirntaton, who visited Manitoba in Company WIth Mr Logan, 
said ;-" AloDg the Red River and about Winnipeg the soil is very strong black 
vegetable mould, and I have no doubt most of it would carry paying crops of wheat 
for thirty years; but it iB very fiat, and I must say that I like the coun~ry better 
west of Winnipeg, and the furthest point we I'eached, 150 miles west of Winnipeg. 
best of all. You have here the Little Saskatchewan River, with fiBe sloping ground 
on each side; the soil and what it produced was good, as you will see from the 
l!amples of each I now show you. I also show you samples from other parts; and 
the difference I saw betwixt the prairies in the States and Manitoba was, that in 
the first they seemed to be about a dead level, in the other you had a variety. 
You could get streng, levelland, or gently rolling lighter land-land adapted for 
wheat-growing. land adapted for cattle·raising ; and, asI will show you further on, 
the Americans themselves admit that we have ground better adapted for growing 
wheat and raising cattle than they have." 

" We saw that a black vegetable mould covered the surface from eighteen inches 
to two, three, or four feet deep; and its fertility, no doubt, arose from vegetable 
decay and from the fires which every year sweep over those lands, depositing fine 
ashes. What was produced we had to take from the evidence we could colleet 
from the people. and from the stacks and stubble in the fields; and I consider I 
keep safely within the mark when I say, that taking a good piece of land. it will 
produce, after being broken properly, 40 bushels the first year. and aD average of 30 
bushels for thirty years without manure. The land is also very easily broken. It 
is generally selected without trees, and is turned fiat over in June and July with a 
breaking-plough, to the depth of two iBches. In the fall it is again ploughed the 
same way, but taking another couple of inches. ' It ie then sown with wheat in 
April, and in August they reap a heavy crop of wheat. Afterwards the land is 
very easily ploughed; a man with four muleil or horses in a Sulkey plough, taking 
two furrows, being expected to plough 4 to 5 acres per day. 

"Fair barley is grown as per sample. but oats are light; the climate seems to 
ripen ijhem too suddenly. They had heard from Mr. Elliot about Ontario, 
where a good deal of the land was exhausted. In that region mol''' scientific 
farming was needed, and they required to keep more oattle. There wheat had 
been grown by many till they said it would grow no more. and dissatisfied with 7 or 
8 bushels of a return they had betaken themselves to Manitoba, where 30 and 40 
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bushels might be reaped .. In Ontario he was informe~ that land had been reduced in 
value at least one-third within the last few year3, OWIDg to numbers lea'fHlg for this 
more recently developed country. 

" Mr. ELLIOT-I did not get that information. 

"Mr. ':lNDw-Indeed; well, it was remarked to me. 

"Mr. ELLIOT-It has been lowering for the laRt three years, but not so much as 
one-third. 

"Mr. SNow-I heard it w"s decreasing very mu~h in value, and I think it will 
decrease more, because there are temptatioDs round about Ma~itoba which do .not 
exist in OntarIO. It seem~ to me to have a great future before It for cattle-ralsl~g, 
especially well-bred y"un~ stock; which could be fattened in OntarIO and then ship­
ped to this conntry. All the cattle seen although going on dry withered grass, as 
the prairie was when we were there, looked healthy and in good condition. There 
was any amount of hay to be got for the cutting; and the country is so adapted f?r 
.cutting with a machine that no provision need be made, but II man at once goes III 

and cuts away. This hay is better adapted 'for cattle than horses; so that a man 
going in to settle generally commences using cattle for ploughing and hauling.. As t? 
the extent of this land, I show you this little parallelogram on the map, that IS M.am­
toba, with tbn millions of acres. There stretching to the West and North West IS a 
country estimated to contain 176 million acres of fertile land, which must in the very 
near future produce largely the food required in other parts of the globe. 

" As to the right sort of people to go out, that largely depends upon circumstau­
·ces,; fOI workingmen there will be employment on railways for some years; the pay 
wh~n we were there was 63. per day, and the contractor fed them for 12;. lIur week; 
but in winter they would require to go to other employment, such as woo,i·cuttiug. 
For young men, say if two were joiuing together having £500 to £1,000, they would 
do well either in wheat or cattle raising.; but they would require to be cautious as 
to their ~tart. It would not be lost time boarding themselves out for a season with 
a farmer before making their final select.ion, and they must make up their minds to 
rough it. But countries such as this grow up with marvellous rapidity; popnlation 
pours in; cities, churches, schools arise where a few years before nothing was heard 
but the howl of a wolf. The couRtry seems also well adapted for such large specula­
,tions as Dalrymple's farm iR Dakota, where 8,000 acres of wheat 'Was grown last year. 
This concern is carried on by a private company, and is understood to be very suc­
ceo.ful. You ask-Has this ciluntry no drllowback? Certainly it has; it is a long 
distance from market; it has a long winter; there are mosquitoes, although we 
neither saw nor felt them. It may have grasshoppers, bllt I heard nor saw of any. 
I simply take the people, the cattle and the crops. I sawall three heal'hy and 
thriving like, and I came to the conclusion that it IS a good country to go to fl'lr tilOse 
who feel they are cramped at home, and can make their minds up to rough it for a 
few years." . 

"Mr. RIDDELL, Hundalee, on b~ing invited to speak, said that since his sons went 
.Qut to Manitoba in the spring of 1877, he had been applied to for information regard­
ing the colony by numbers of pe0l'le from Eugland and Ireland as well as Scotland. 
It might therefore, he thought, ae interesting to state what the experience of these 
young men had been. In the first place, they stated that they had never regretted 
going out. Land could be purchased from one to ten dollars per acre, alild its trans­
fer was so simple that in a f"w .. inutes, and at almost no cost, any quantity could be 
transferred. .l<},ery description of crop succeeded well-wheat yielding from 30 to 
40 bushels per acre.; barley, 45 bushels; and oats, . 55 bushels; and turnips, carrots 
and cabbages growmg as heavy crops as the best m Scotland. Land was rising in 
value rapidly; and labour could be had at from 15 to 20 dollars. A large herd of 
cattle could be kept, and if sheltered by woods and windbreaks they might stn.nd out 
nearly the whllie season. ,Grass would -IIcarcely give the finishing touch to feedin" 
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cattle, but a little crllshed grain in addition would do it nicely. Railway communi· 
cation with tJae outer world ",as increasing daily. The classes most required were­
farmers with capital, farm and railway labourers, and domestic servants. At first 
his sons stated, they did Bot know how they were likely to succted, but DOW they 
were in a position, from experience and obsHvation, to advise any plucky, indus·· 
trinus voung m9.n, with from £500 to £1,000, to go to Manitoba. As in all new 
countries, everything was quite prinIitive ~ompared with Scotland. They had many 
discomfClrts and inconveniences, and hard work in seed, hay and har'/est time; but 
for all this they had a very larg9 amount ot compensation. The land was their own, 
and they could farm as they liked, sell what suited Iilest, whether the land or its 
produce, and hunt and sport without hil\drance. All this sweetened labour very 
much. Everyone who thought of going out ought to be prepared to rough it for It 

time, but with capital, patiencE', pluck and perseverance, no man need be airaid of 
making a good thing oi. it. With no rents,. and almost no taxes, there was every 
prospect of a farmer dOing much better than In the old country. (Applause.) Thip. 
Mr. Riddell said, was the information he had received, given in his sons own words. 
(Applause.) I!'rom what they had hearn, it should, he added, be apparent to land. 
lords that farmers, in order to compete with the colonists, must be allowed to make 
the most of their farms, which could only be done by placing them as nearly as pos­
sible in a position as if they were the owners of the land. There ought to be few or 
no restrictions as to cropping; liberty to dispose of all the produce; no game reser' 
vations ; compensation for unexhausted improvements on the one hand and payment 
for delapidations on the other; tlO lease, and twelve months' notice to quit on either 
side. Farmers, for their part, ought to remember that there are millions of acres of 
land in Canada of the finest quality, and within a few days' journey from this coun­
try which could bt' purchased for less per acre than the yearly rent of land at home. 
Th~se of them who might be disposed or compelled to stay in this country ought to 
set about earnestly and unitedly to get themselves unfettered; and this, he ventured 
to say could enly be done by sending men to Parliament such as the three gentle· 
men ~ho had spoken, whose interests were identical with their own. (Applause.) 

"iYlr. WALIUR, schoolmaster, asked two questions relative to the exhausting of 
the land in Canada, and the watering of flocks in the vast tract~ of prairie land ill. 
Manitoba? 

"iYlr. ELLIo7, in answer to the first question, told of a farmer who had informed 
him that by sowing mustard he realized a crop equal to ten times the value of the 
land. 

")lIr. SNOW said that there were certain parts of the prairie land adaptea lor 
growing wheat, a?d other parts, in the vicinity of lakes and streams, were most 
suitable for breedmg cattle. 

"The CHAIRMAN said, as the night'was advanced, it now f<ill upon him to perform 
the most plea. ant task of the evening-to ask them to drink the health of the gentle. 
men who had so well performed their mission of enquiry to Canada and Manitoba. 
(Applause.) T~e infor~ation reg~rding this new .field of emigration was of vast 
importance dUrIug a penod of agrICultural depreSSIOn snch as they were now experi­
encing. From ~hat t~ey had heard, it appeare:l that enterprising men would find 
little difficulty m getting on. Of course, they need not expect to find gold on the 
surface any more than in the old country-(Iaul.'hter)-but there they had many 
advant:l.ges eompared to what they had at home. (Hear, hear.) On thc whole, he 
considered the delegate's report a very favorable one, although they had not brou~ht 
home a cluster of grapes; neither did they tell them of giants inhabiting the land. 
(Laughter and applause.) He would say to them-'Go up and possess thiS land of 
promise.' (Hear, hear.) 

"The toast was enthusia~ticalI, drunk, ana having heen suitably replied to, the 
public pa.rt of the proceedings came to a close." 
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LECTURE AT STOW. 

The Gala.shiels Borde)' Advertisor of D~c. 17, 1879, says tha.t, on the 
previous Tuesday, Mr. Snow, of Pirntaton, lectured in the Town ~al1, 
Stow, to a htrge audience, ·on "J ottinga h,y the wily in Canada, M!tllltoba. 
and the Far West." The repori sayll ; 

" He described the route to Manitoba and the Far West, via steamboat through 
Lake Huron and Lake Superior. Iu the Red River region the soil :was very goO?, 
but flat. He preferred. the land ;vest of Winnipeg, and samples of It from RapId 
City, Yeaman Villa and Big Plain were shown, 1103 also several samples of wheat 
from these places; one excellent sample was noticeable as being the first year', 
growth from the pt·airie. Mr. Snow likewise exhibited specimens of quartz rock 
from the silver mines on Silver Islands; copper from Lake Superi?r; onions gro.w:n 
by the Sioux Indians, and specimens of their bead-work; also the wings of the praIrIe 
chicken-a bird something like OIr own grouse, very fleshy and good for food-the 
wing of the bittern, the skin of a fox of a whitlsb.-brown color, the skIn of a buffalo 
and a greatcoat of bear skin., He had a good sample of wbea.t. which sold at Portage 
La Prairie at 16s. a quarter, a piece of sugar made from the maple tree, and a,large 
Dumber of stereosoopic views of the varie!l scenery of the districts through whIch he 
passed both on his journey welt and on returning. 

* * * He concluded an interesting lecture, which eccupied about an hour and 
a-half. with some practical remarks on tne vast resources of tb.ese wheat and cattle 
raising regions and the advantageous field they offer to young men of • pluck' and some 
means, who might do well by going ·West. He thought those who stayed at home 
might take a leaf from the energy and industry of our American cousins, in doing 
what they possibly could to improve OJ.r manufacturing and agricultural interests, 
or. he was afraid, this cyuntry lJIight 'ere long have to be content to • play second 
fiddle' to them. Mr. Snow was freql1.ently applauded during the leoture, and at the 
close, on the motion of the Rev. Mr. Wilson, a hearty vote of thanks was a''I'3.rded 
hhn. It is understood that some of the members of Mr. Snow's family will, early 
next year,procded to Manitoba to test the richness of the soil on a 600' acre lot which 
his son has purchased there." 

MR. COWAN AT STRANRAER. 

Tit. North British AgricullUl'ist of Dec. 24, 1879, says that Mr. 
Cowan, the delegate for Wigtownshire, addressed a largely attended meet­
ing at Stranraer on the previous Friday. III referring to Manitoba and 
the North VI' est, in which he spent the tirst few weeks of his visit, he 
said ;-

.. The immense tract of country, the extent of which seems boundless, has only 
become known to the outer world during, I may say, the last decade of years; and 
it is a matter of wonder that the fertility of its soil and its capabilities as a wheat 
growin~ country sho'lld have remained so long unknown, seeing that it has been in 
posse38lOn of the Hudson Bay Company for upwards of 200 years. At present this 
great country, which is supposed capabable of sustaining a population of upwards of 
80.!lOO,~ of people, is, comP!lratlvely 8peak~g! almost unoccupied. Although 
emll~ratJon from the older provInces of the DOIUlnIOn, as well as from the American 
::;tates and our own country, is yearl~ iucreasing, and now that the country is being 
opened up by the formation of the Canadian Pacific Railway to the Rocky Moon­
ta!ns and thence through British Columbi.a to the .Paci~c Ocean, as well as by other 
rallways, there can be no doubt that the tIde of emIgratIOn westwards will contine to 
go o~ in an increasin.g ratio ye~r by year, and ~~at in a very few years it will have a 
conSIderable populatIOn. Dlmng my short YISlt (aml I was only able whilst there 
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to trayel over about 500 miles of ita prairie lands, and my rema.rks, it must be borne 
in mind, are only applicable to what I .aw) I was very highly imrreued with the 
fertility of the toil, Bome of it bein~ witb.out exception, the richest have ever seen, 
and I have little doubt it will centmue for ma.ny years to produce excellent crops of 
grain without an, manure, and with very little expense in cultivation; and I would 
say to any ODe blellled with health and strength, who is poaaessed of moderate 
means, and who it I?f sober and industrious habits, that. in Mavitoba or the 
North West, he wollIJ have no difficulty in realizing a competency in aver, 
short time, and .U1 many cases, in a few years, a fortune; for 160 acres of land 18 
now being offered by the Canadian Government free on the condition of settlement, 
.and 160 acres more at a price that would not amount to one year's rental of very 
moderate land in this country. Of taxation, meantime, there is almost none; and 
although churchea and schools have in a great measure yet to be bllilt, it is only 
a question of time, for all the settlerd with whom I came in contact are 
&8 much alive to the advantage of edllcation as we are at home, and no dif­
ference in religious belief as yet troubles the inhabitants, for I found Episcopa· 
lian, M.ethodist and Presbyterian all working harmoniously together. The Nortk 
West Territory, I may mention, will in a special manner commend itself to our 
temperance friends, for no liq.uor is permitted to be sold in its yast bounds, and 
heavy filles are liable to be 1mposed OB anyone in whose possession it is found 
without having a permit from the Governor. No donbt in this new country. as 
in every other, there are many disadvantages to be encountered and difficulties 
to be overcome; and paople going there must be prepared. if I may so express it, to 
rough it for a few yearB, Its climste goes to extremes, the summers being hot, and 
the winters severe; the thermometer, I was informed, occasionally ma.rking 70 degs. 
of frost. The snowfall, however. is not so excessive as in some other parts of the 
Dominion, seldom exceeding a depth of from 18 inches 1;"02 feet; but people who have 
been resident in the North West for many yeara assured me that owing to the dryness 
91 the air, with a little care, they never suffered trom the severe cold. In summer, 
I wall given to understand, in common with all hot climates, life for a time w~s made 
r~her miserable to the new settlers by the mosquitoes, sand· flies, and other pests; 
bllt these troubles are not considered of much account by the pioneers of ~ivilization. 
The scarcity of timber on .these vast prairies JS allo to bl! noticed. This is a' want 
that will undoubtedly be felt by many settlers for some time, but in the course of a 
very few years will be overC:lme, when the country becJmes more settled and the land 
br"ught under cultivation, which will prevent the ravages of prairie fires, which are 
at present unchecked, and keep down the growth of timber cxcept on the borders of 
the Itreama and rivers. The roads, too, &8 I have already noticed, are still in a state 
Dr nature, and become worse in the rainy season; aud this is at present a difficulty 
with the new settler, but even now they are in a fair state for travelling, and for 
hauling purposes during about three·fourths of the year. As soon as railways are 
made through the country, they will tend to divert the heaviest of the traffic irom the 
roads. 'rramways are also likely to be found very suitable for the prairie cDuntry, 
and are IaUre to be brought into requisition at no di.tant day; and even the present 
roads can be greatly improved by the jndiciou8 use of brushwood and proper water 
tabling. With regard to water, I fear that thi. mal" proYe to be one of the greatest 
disadvantages witb which many of the settlers may be called to contend. In all the 
districts I visited my enquiries were specially directed to this subject, but from infor­
mation I received, I am led to believe that although in the summer months there was in 
.80me places more or leu difficulty in getting a pure and lufficient supply, yet good 
water had always hitherto been obtained from wells suBk to a leaaer or greater depth 
·frolD. the surface. I also made eJlqui~e8 1108 to the ~avag81 of graaahoppers; but 
although it was conceded that the provIDce had occ&8lonally suffered seven-Iy from 
these pelte, lettlerl did Dot anticipate much 108s through them i'n the future, when 
the'conntry wa. brough' more under civilization. I have now brought bllfore vou 
the good and the evil, and will only fnrther remark ~hat in my opinion a very great 
future awaits Manitoba and the North West. It. bllundle.s prairies will Boon be 
bronght, un~er 9ul~ivation, and when ope~Cld up b~ railways, I!'nd !ilso by wat.r 
''Communication. through the Hndsoa Bay direct to thll country,lt Will become the 
.granary of the wo~ld, 11ld ~.able to 8Upp~y ~he want. of ma~y pe~p~es with t~e staff 
of life, and at a pnce that will be a blesBlng to. our ItMlgghnR: mIllions, but It will 
.b,ar hard on the ocoupiezi of grain·growing lanlls in this CQunt,ry." 
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A HIGH AUTHORITY. 

In cornmt"nting on these reports editorially, the Nortlt British Agricul­
turalist said :-

" On the in.vitation of the Canadiau Government, several representatives of Scotch 
farmers, selected bv the tenants themselves, were appointed last autumn to visit our' 
Western Dominion'in order that the 'canny Scot' might jndge for himself, and re, 
port to his brethern at home, respecting the attractions of that great and growing 
country. Accordingly, seven or eight experienced and intelligent· Scotch farm~rs 
spent no inconsiderable portion of the autumn on the other side of the AtlantIC. 
Most of them ha\'c returned to the 'old c.untry,' and five of them 'reported' to their 
constituents within the laRt few days. 

"Tho peculiar value of these reports lies in the fact tha.t they a.re not the produc­
tion of emigration agents, or of biassed parties. Tht!y emana.te from practical farm· 
ers who ehould have no interest in 'colouring' matters. These are the circumstanoes 
Which, viewed in connection with the depressing times at home, attach ten-fold im­
portance to the reports of the gentlemen-thoroughly practical farmers as they are­
who are now relating their experiences and opinions to brother farmers on ~hi8 aide 
of the water. Publishing, as we do in other partd of to-day's issue, lengthy state­
ments from the delegates, we need not here reprint all the pithy sentences and point. 
ed allllsions which we, in common, no doubt, with other readers of the report., feel 
incline. I to emphasize. Various pa8sage8, however, in the reports call for comment, 
and claim all the prominenc~ which an agricultllr"l journal oan give them. 

It will be observed that the reporters are substantially at one on three very im­
portant points, viz:-(l) the advisability of Scotch farmers emigrating te the Far 
West before they lose all their capital at home; (2) the hnmense resources of the 
new country, whose all but boundless plains are natllrally fertile ; and (3) the great 
increase which iii likely to take place in the supply of food from Canada to this 
country. These are questions of the utmost importance to British agriculturist •. 
'rhe delegates are quite aware that their visit occurred in the most pleasant period 
of the year in Canada. ; but making dll6 allowance fer that, they have 110 hesitation 
in recommcnlling their brethren who Itre not prospering at home to try their fortnlle 
in the newer country. In various parts of the earlier inhabited Canadian territory, 
the delegates con.ider that Scotch farmers would fare better than in this country; 
but Manitoba appeltrs to be the great source of attraction. Mr. Elliot, Hollybush, 
says that farming in the ProTinces of Ontario and Quebec is in a transition state. 
Manitoba promises to outdistance the~e in the production of wheat, and, accordingly, 
farmers in the earlier settled di"tricts are giving more attention to the rearing and 
fattening of live stock than to wheat. Formerly many of the cah'e8 were killed. 
~ow they are all reared, which must sensibly afftlct the supply of cattle, not only 
for home consumption, but also for exportation to Britain. 

" Though the cold is greater in winter, anti the heat stronger in summer than 
in Britain, yet the dry, light atmosphere mitigates somewhat the troublesome 
effects of the extremes of climates; and Mr. Elliot found that cattle are not longer 
hOl~sed ~n Canatla th.an in Scotl:mel. Mr. E\l~ot writes :- ' With regard to farmers 
enllgratmg to OntarIO or the Eastern Townslllps, I have not the slightest haBitation 
in recommending them to do so, a~ I am satisfied, from what I lIaw, that men with 
moderate capItal could do better there than they can at home, and that for several 
reasons :-In the first place, you can buy Ilnd stock a farm for little more than it 
takes to stock one at home; then there is no rent to pay, and. taxes are very light. 
They do not exceed from 4d to 10(1 per acre, according to the nlue of the property. 
You ca!1 make the mo.at of the . land by I?rowing the m09t profitable crops, and those 
beet SUIted to your SOli and chmate. 'lhcre YOll have no lawyer-factor prescribing 
in a long antiquated lease that almost no man can understand, what crops you shad 
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grow, and what seed you .hall sow, as if you did not understand your busiuesslbetter 
than he is able to teach you, and, generally speaking, binding you to protect the 
la.ndlord's ha.res to eat your own crops.' The educa.tional syrtem of Canada is des­
cribed as one of the best pOi81ble. Very large capitalists, as well as those with very 
little means. are advised to go to Manitoba or the North Western territory, because 
the former would there obtain a larger block of land, and the latter acquire an allot­
ment on easier terms than can be secured farther east ward. 

"Farmin~ in Manitoba Beem to be a very simple proce... Neither lime ,nor 
manure is required, and no rotation ef crops is followed. The flumer has 
only to plough, sow, ani rea.p. Wheat haN grown on the same land without manure 
.for thirty or even forty years in succession; and Mr. Logan, Legerwood, informed 
his friends at Stow that the yield varies from 25 to 40 bushels per acre, 34 bushels 
being a commt.n return. The weight of tiD.. wheat is iobout 60 lb •. , and the price 2s 
6d per bushel. Then as to the qua.lity of tile produce, WIl read in Mr. Logan's 
report that the roots and grain from Manitoba at the Ottawa Exhibition, which the 
delegates attended, were·- the wonder of all.' 

"The cost of production being so small, the yield so good, and the extent of cul­
tivable land so great in Britiah North Ameriea, it is not improba.ble tha.t in the course 
of a. few years Manitoba. will regul~ the wheat ma.rkets of the world. The cost of 
",hea.t cultivation in tha.t Province, we are assured, does not exceed 40 cents, or Is 
8d per bushel, and other 45 cents a' prebent suffices to bring the gra.in into the 
Liverpool ma.rket. It thus a.ppears that everything over 28s 4d per quarter, which 
Manitoba. wheat realizes on this side of the Atlantic, may be reckoned as profit to 
the producer and itnperter. Alas! then, for profitable whea.t growing in Great 
Brita.in under present rent alld expenses of production. Further significance is lent 
to these remarks when it is considered that the extent of the lands in Manitoba aud 
the North West is vastly greater than the area of Grea.t Brita.in and Irelaud, with 
the whole of old Canada combines. AlJuding to Grea.t Western Territory, Mr. Logan 
says: - My opi .. ion is that this is the country for the British farmers to go to, as if 
we remain much longer at home our mens will be all gone. Every year it is being 
drained away, and landlords make no concesllion. We are all aware that a bargain 
is a barga.in ; but if landlords would show II little consideration in such bad times as 
we have of la.te years experienced, they would be no loser~ in the long run. We ha.d 
no idea. when we entered on our present leases that we were to have such a snccession 
of bad sea!Gna, and, combi.ed with this, the great increase of wages and trademen's 
bille. Few farmers will be able to renew their leases. In their detArmination to get 
all their rents, landlord~ are only killing the goose that lays the golden flggS. My 
ad rice is, that as long as we have a little capital left, to secure some of it in that 
country beyond the Atlantic, were plenty land can be bought from the Canadian 
Goverllment fQl' 1 dol. per acre, equal to 4s 2d British monAY.' 

"The soil in :Manitoba is ehiefly composed of rich, black loam, varying in Jepth 
from 18 inchel to 4 feet, covered by good prairie grass. Wheat :md roots Sl!elll to 
be most successfully grown. The barley'produced is fair; but Mr. Snow informs 
us that oats aTe lil;ht and look as if the climate ripened them too Buddenly. It is 
not of course all smooth sailing, either in Canada or the States. There 
are difficulties and ·.drawbacks there as well as at home; but the compensation 
and enc<'uragf'ment to farmers are now grea.ter in the new couDtry than in the old. In 
a comparatively unbroken up or thinly populated eount~y there are bound to be 
hardships. Two sons of Mr. Riddell, Huudalee, who we .. nt .to Manitoba three years 
800'0, writing home to their father, say, 'We have ma.ny discomforts and incon­
v~niences, with hard work in seed, hay, and ha.rv~st time; but, Il:otwithatanding all 
this, we ha.ye a. very large amouut of compensatIOn. The land IS our own; we can 
farm as we like, sell what suits us best-either the land or its produce-hunt and 
sport without hindrance, neither la.w nor contract preventing. All this sweetens 
the labour very much. All who m'ly think of comiug here ought to ma.ke up their 
minds to rough it for a time; but with ca.piool, patience, pluck aad perseverence no 
man need be afraid of mlking a good thing of it. With no rent6 and almost 110 

15 
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taxes, we have th~ prospech ?f doing much b.etter here. th~n in ~h" o~d co~ntry.' 
This, we believe, 18 the experience and the OplDWU of tlie JDdustrlOus IDhabl~al!lts, 
generally, of the great prairie lands of the West, and should be food for rdlectlOn to 
many a desponding British farmer . 

.. The Wigtown and Kirkcudbright delegates, whose very long and ably pre­
pared reports we have been reluctlW'ltly compe!led to ab:id~e, have gon? rat:ltl.f Illore 
into detail than their eastern brethren relipectlDg the dlB&dvantages with wh}ch ~he 
settler in a new country h&s to coutend. They are agreed, however, that the~e dltfi­
cIlltie3 can easily be overcome by. y~ung, healthy, .. indu.strioud ~eople. The:e ar~, to 
be sure, manyagricuUsral familIes JD the country qUite unsU:lt~d for .emlgr~tlO~, 
especially to a new country where th"y would have to 'rough It for a time; but In 
the Far West observesl\1r. Biggar, 'y~ung people with health, energy, and some 
means, accustomed to work, would certainly improve their positiou and do well. 
There are many families, too, who may be working as hard here, without making 
things anv better as they would have to do there, for whom tile chaD~" wonld btl 
a good one.' 

" Mr. Cowan considers that 1danitoba and the western territory present the best 
field for money.makiug enterprise. Mr. Biggar concludes a, follow8:-' Young men 
or meu with gl'own-up families, witll some capital, should go to Manitoba; men with 
sufficient capital, and young Families, sllould settle in the older provinces; but I do 
Dot think working men, with no capital, would ga.in much"oy emigration.'" 

ClIEJI!TING AT ANNAN. 

The North British Daily Mail, Jan. 10,1830, says:-

. 'A meeting of fllrmera was held in tho Town Hall, Annlln, yesterday, t-J hear th 
report of Mr. Robert W. Gordon, Oomlongan Mains, Rutllwell, the delegate sent to 
Oanada by the Anna.ndale farmers to report on tha~ country as a field of emigration 
for agri-::nlturist8. There was a large attendance, the hall being quite crowded, and 
several could not gain admission. On the motion of Mr. Marshall, Howes, Provost 
Nicllohon was oalled to the chair, aud, in a few complimentary remarks, il!ltroduced 
Mr. GorJon, who was warmly received. In the couree of his address, he said-I now 
come to the important qllestions-Is Canada the place to emigrate to.? and if so 
which of her provinces is the most desirable! The first question I will answer in th~ 
affirmative, (1) because of its bouudleaa extent of cheap and at the same time fertile 
landa; (2) because of its proximity to ollr own country, and therefore to the best 
market in t.he world; (a). because of the .similarity pf its peopl" to oursel"es; and (4) 
because o)f Its loyal alleglanoe to the :Sfl.tlsh Flag. The ~8ecoDd I will leave you to 
deCIde fQr.yourselves after short!y pOlDtlDg out the advantages a~d disadvantal1;es of 
each provlDce as I was able to discover them. The capital reqUIred varies of course 
according to t~e 8ys~:m allopted an.d .the district <:hosea, aud may be roughlyeBti. 
mated at from £3 ~o £<>0 an acre. TllI~ mcludes the lint cost of the land. After that, 
?f courso, t~ere IS no rent to pay. . L:I~d, however, clln be bougllt te be paid 
ID a cortalU number of years, With IDterest on til. unpaid portion In 
this C'i36 less capital is required, but this leuea a yearly burde~ in 
the shape of interest, which "irtually forms a rent for a limited time 
• * ." The capital required for Manitoba need not be so highly estimated' 
as in no case ean the lum reguired excee~ £5 per acre; but, 011 the oth~r hand, n~ 
man should So there from thiS country With a 11'18 capital than £500 to attempt to 
cultiv.ate 160 acrel. He can easily start. and fi.ouriah with the half of this, proviaed 
all thIDg9 go well; lIut tllere are contingenCIes, such as grasehoppera and severe 
weather, it would be well to provide Cor. Wheat may be lafely estimated to ield 
w.ith reasonable c!lltivation, 30.buallels ?f ~O lb. and oats 60 buehel. of 32 lb. ~ Th~ 
Yleld.of barley I did not ascertam. Gram 18 notexpeoted to require much outlet fDr 
lo~e years,. as t~e Dew settlers always require 8ee~ and food fOl' them.eIves aDd 
animals until their own crops are matured. Th~re II a demand also from railway 
contractors, aDd by tile time these market. fall com.uaioatio.. will be bettflr. 
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Wheat was worth 2s 6. to 3s pllr bushel, and oats ls 8d to 2s. Potatoes and turnips 
grow well, as r have stated previously; and cattle do well on prairie grass in sun· 
shine and on hay in winter, .hich c:Ion be got as yet in any quantity off unsettled 
land in the neighbourhood. There is nothing to pay for it except the labour. The 
first breaking of the laRd out of prairie can be let by contra.ct for 128 an acre, the 
next and following years it ca.n be plougbed for 89. Harrowing is a mere bagatelle 
after tlle first year, and harTesting, owing to the dry climate and the level nature of 
the surface, i! inexpensive." 

* "Ague is ~till present in some parts of Ontario, whilc Quebec and 
Manitoba are free. Manitoba has a disadvantage as compared with both these pro· 
vinces in her distance from 1\ market, in her sparse population, greater scarcity of 
schools and ohurches, roads and good water, and a lon?er and more severe winter. 
On the other hand, she has a v~n soil of vastly superior quality, which is to be 
ha.d at a comparatively low price, less labour is needed, although wages are higher 
{railroad men earn from 6s to 8s a.day) and there lire no taxes. Quebec and Mani· 
toba, liS settlement advances, will have better roads, and more churches and schools. 
A very good idea of the rate at which settlement in the latter province is a.dvancing 
is gathered from the fact that the post offices have been increased in little more than 
a year from 58 to 120; one land office last year had located 900 settlers anel sold 
400,000 acres of land. The communication between here and tpe old world will soon 
be vastly improved, through the competition of the Thunder Bay route and the can· 
struction of new liues of railw:IoY now in contemplation. A new.route is also pro­
posed, via the Nelson River and. Hudson Bay, which will bring Winnipeg as near 
Liverpool as New York is at present. The grasshopper and mosquito plagues 
will moderate or disappear altogether, as they have already done in the older pro· 
vinces, and the prairie fire, which is the dread of the new settler, need do him no 
damage, unless through his own extreme carelessness. Persons going out here, how. 
ever, should be robust and active as, of courae, at present it is a pioneer's life, while, if 
they ~o to the older~provinces, when once there, they can make themselves as comfor­
table as at home." 

Mr. Hunt W. Chambre, of Stewartstown, Co. Tyt'one, who visited the 
North West last autumn, has written Mr. W. H. Disbrowe, of Winnipeg, 
that many farmers are applying to him for information as to their pros.­
pects, should they emigrate. He says that many of the party coming out 
this year, under his advice, will bring a good deal of capital with them. 

NORTH WESTERN CANADA'S ADVANTAGES. 

The unmistaka.ble evidenoe which has been produced in preceding pages 
,on the climate, productions and resources of the North West, can leave 
no doubt lUI to the advantages of thia region over any other portion of 
the American continent. Some further facti! ma.y, however, be mentioned. 

Canada is nearer to England than any other cQlony-the distance 
from England to BrisbanG, Queensland, being 16,000 miles; to New South 
Wales, 14,000; to South Australia, 12,000; to New Zealand, 13,000 
miles. Quebec ia 2,502 miles from Liverpool by the Straits of Belle Isle; 
and Halifax, Nova Scotia,2,480 miles; while Boston is 2,895, /l.Ild New 
York, 3,095 geogra.phical mUeil. The great advantagea of the St. Lawrence, 
or river route, and also th route by IIteamer from Liverpool to Halifax, 
Nova Scotia, and Intercolonial Railway, over the rival routes of-the United 
States, are sherter distances, greater security, and large saving of time. 
'The cemparatively .hort diiltanee from Canada to Britain allow. wheat, 



68 NORTH WESTERN CANADA. 

Hour, buttel', gheese, and even perishable applis te be transported acrol!:s 
the Atlantic. Australian meats haye to find their way to England in tins, 
while Oanadian live itock is carried over alive. Dead meat can. be taklm 
from Oanada to Ellgb.nd, not only without det9rioration, hut with actual 
im provement. 

The climate is healthy, pl61llsant, f~vorable for agriculture, and ad­
mirably suited to European emigran.ts, who find in it a dry, bracing atmos­
phere, with sufficient rainfall, instead of intense heat and immense droughts, 
as in many of the American States. The vigorous constitutions of Oana­
dians stand in marked contrast to the emaciated and prematurely old 
?-ppearanc~ of the re~pl~ of Missouri! low., Illinois and India~a. The soil 
IS of the rlchest descnptlOn; the lands ale well watered and tlmb81'&d; the 
mineral resources are of great variety and extent and undoubted va.lue. 
Game il found in profusion. 

In every retpeot, North Western Oanada iR ahead of any of the Ameri­
can States 0.8 an agricultural region. Mr. Kenneth Mackenzie, who has 
had great experiencI, said before a Committee of the House of Commons: 

"I have not Been gra.in or other crops in either Minnesota or Dakota to equal 
onrs in Manitoba. I have been in those States in all seasons of the year, and have 
friends farming in Minnesota, who are desirous, if they can sell out, of coming here. 
I have seen people, newly arrived from the old country, grumble for a time, and 
afterwards you could not induce them to go back. Some that did go back soon 
returned. I haTe heard of some faint· hearted Canadians who, frightened with bles 
of grasshoppers and other drawbacks, returned witho"t even examining the country, 
but I think we are well rid of such a class. The grasMhoppers that came here are 
driven by the wind from the deserts south of us, in the ~Ilited States. Our storms 
are not so bad aa those in Miuuesota, as the reports of the la.~t few winters show." 

The grain crops' in the North West give ~ lal'ger yield, and of hitter 
weight and quality, th&!il. in the United t;tates. Mr. Grant Dalton, who 
hall bad considerable experience in the grain trade in Wiuuipeg, was 
recently in Winnipeg prospecting. A 10011.1 papir said:-

.. He says the whef).t samples of this country which he has inspected are of the 
be3t quality. He speaks very favorably of Manitoha's climate, and says it i3 a 
much liner one than that of Nebraska, in which place he has been during this present 
summer. From his report of Nebraska it seems that the a,o-rlculturists there have 
to ?ontend with hot, dry scorching suns and contiullously h~t, dry burning winds, 
whlCh ID some c!I.ljp.s actllally slUge the leaves of the tr<!es. The people thera also 
complain of grasshoppera ,and chintz bugs." 

Mr. W. B. Olose, who recently wrote to the Y Ol'kshire Post from 
Shipton.in-Craven, on the advantages of the Unit~d States, said he had 
gone. over to Engl~nd to induce emigl'~tion to the State of Iowa; yet he 
admttted that owmg to wheat Buffenng frorn blight there it is not ali 

certai!l a crop as in Manitoba. ' 

North of the intemational boundary, and within the Call'1dian do. 
mains, lies not only by far the larg~st amollnt oHet·tile land on the whole 
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continent, b\lt,ala~ alllloai the only.good land opeJi for setilement. There 
is but little agricu:lturalland leCt 1IOOOC\\pied in the U Dited Statea. There 
is none there equal to the alluvial Boila of North Weltem Canada. Thele 
facts aloe: candidly adxnitted by AmericaIll whoae utterance. are authorita­
tive. The Hon. DaTid A. Walla, the well-known free trade advocate and 
member of Congrelll, in an articl& in the porth .American Review, for July, 
1811, said:-

'" The quantity of fertile public lands, suitable for farm purpo!es, which can now 
be obtained by prescription or a nominal price is comparatiyely limited, if not nearly 
exhausted., According to Major Powell, in a communication made to the National 
Academy, 'All the good public lands, suitable for settlement are sold. There is 
, not left unsold intbe whole United States, of laud wbich a poor man could form 
• in~I. •• farm, en,ough to make one average county in Wi.consin. The exception 
• to 1Ilis statemNlt, if it is open to any, may perhaps be found~n Texas or In. 
• dian Territory; elHwhere it is true.' And in respect to the ana. regions of the 
plains, which, it is allsged, is eminiently fitted for gr~ng, MajQr Powell further 

'says .-' In this whole region, land, as mere land, is of no value; what is really 
• saleable is the water privileges; which Ulen ani stock cOlIlflanies have appropriated 
'all the streams, aud they charge for the use of the water. Government 
• sections of 160 acres that do not contain water are practically, or at all events, 
• comparatively worthless." , 

General W. B. Hazen, of the United States arnty, an. officer· of high 
standing, in an official report on the N orth Western .states of the Ameri­
"an Union, shows clearly how false are the representations made by 
1: ankee immigration agents and land touters. He says ;-

.. For tw~ year. I IiAve been an observer 9f tile effortli upon the part of the 
NoJ:i;hernPaci&c Railroad CompaIJY to make the world helieve this section to be a 
valuable agricu.ltural:one, and, with many others, I have kept silent, although know. 
ing the falsity of their rep~8entations, while they have pretty fully carried their 
point in estabJiahing a pOpular belief faTorable to their wishes. Whea reading such 
statements of ita fertility as appear in the article entitled' Poetry and Philosophy of 
Indian Snmmer,' in tbat 1Dollt estimable periodical, Harper'8 Nonthly ef D~cember, 
1878-in which are rept'ated most of the shameless falsehoods so lavishly published 
in the la8t two years, as advertisements in the interests of that company. and 
perhaps written by the ume pen-a feeling of shame and indignation arises that any 
of onr .countrymen, especially when 80 highly favored with the popular good.will and 
benefits, should deliberately indulge i. such· wicked deceptions. The theoretioal 
isothflrmais of Captains Maury and Blodgett, which have ~iven rise to so much 
spec~lption, aDd are used ·~o extravagantly by those who have a Ilse for them, 
althou$h true along the PaCific coast, are not ·found te. have heen true by actual 
expe~!lce anel obser'latioDl, ~. this middle region • 

.. The past se810D, ... leen by the meteorological report, has been excep~lOnalJy 
rainy and favorable for agriculture here, and the post has, with great care, and br 
utilizing all the available season, m .. de an extensive garden with the following 
reBnlts: The garden is situated immediately on the river bank, abont two feet abQve 
high water. Potatoes, native corn, cabbage, (,arly.sown turnips, early peal, early 
beans, heets, carrots, parsnips, Balsify, cucumbers, lettuce, radishes and asparagus 
have grown abundantly and have matured; melons, pumpkins and squashes have not. 
matured; tomatoes did not turn red; American corn (early) reaehed roasting pars; 
onions, wit~ wheat and o.ts, matured at Fort J:lethold, D. T., one hundred aud fifty 
miles\»low, in the Miasouri River. I have been told by thoBe who have been here a 
long trme that tbip may be taken as a standard for what may be expected the most 
favorable season8 in tile immediate J:\ottomB of the streams. 'fhe nativp. cGlrn matures 
in. about ten weeks from pla.ting. It pnts out its ears from six to eight inches from 
the ground, and bas a loft white grain without any .flinty portion, and weiglls abou' 
two-thirds as muoh as other corn. 
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"My own quarters are situated on the second bench of the bank~ of the M!!I­
souri, at about fifty teet above that stream, and six hundred yards aw~y from ~t. 
And to raise a flower.garden ten feet by forty, the past two years, has requIred a d:uly 
sprinkling of three barrels of water, for which we were repaid by ab?ut three weeks 
of flowers. The site of this garden is supposed to be exceptionally frUItful, but I have 
before me a letter from Mr. Joseph Anderson, of St. Paul, Minn., who was hay 
contractor at this post in 1872. His letter states that in order to find places to cut 
the hay required by his contract that season, some nine hundred tons, he was com· 
pelled to search over a space ot country on the north side of the river, twenty:five 
miles in cntent in each directi(ln from the post, or some four hundred square miles, 
and that there was none thick enough to be cut for as great a distance beyond. 
Respecting the agricultural value of this country, after leavinr the excellent wheat· 
i5rowing valley of tl!.e Red River of the North, following Westward one thousand 
miles to the Sierras, excepting the very limited bottoms of the 8q1all etreams, as 
well as those of the Missouri and YellowstoDe, from a few yards in breadth to an oc· 
casional water·washed valley of one or two miles, and the narrow valleys of the 
streams of Montanl, already settled, and a small area of timbered country in North. 
West Idaho (probably olle·fifteenth of the whole), this country will not prod~ce. the 
fruits and cereals of the last, for want of moisture, and can in no way be artifiCIally 
irrigated, and will not, in our day aud genepation, sell for one penny au acre, except 
through fraud and ignora~e; and most of the here excepted will have to be irrigated 
artificially. I write this, knowing full well it will meet with contradiction, but the 
contradiction will be a falsehood. The country between the one hundredth meridian 
and the Sierras-the Rio Grande to the British possessions-will never develop into 
populous States because of its want of moisture. Its counterpart is those expectcd 
agricultural settlements along the Kansas and Union Pacific Railroads, between these 
two lines, and 20 years hence the search will be quite as fruitless. 'We have in 
Nevada and New Mexico, fair samples of what these populationR will be. My state. 
ment ig made from the practical experience and observation of eighteen years of mil. 
itary service as an officer of the army, much of which has been upon the frontier, 
and having passed the remainder of my life a farmer. For confirmation for whht I 
have here said, I respectfully refer tbe reader to General G. K. Warran, of Engineer 
Corps of the Army, who made a scientific exploration of this country, extending 
throngh several yean, and has given us our only accurate map of it; or to Prof. Hay. 
den, for the past several years eB~aged upon a similar work. The teEtimony of Gov. 
ernor Stephen~, General Fremont, and Lieut. Mullane, is that of enthusiastic travel. 
lers and discoverers, whose descriptions are not fully borne out by the more prolong. 
ed and intimate knowledge of the conntry. 

"Herr Hass, the agent of the Berlin and Vienna banks; sent out to examine the 
country, could easily say the country is good so long as he advised his people to in. 
vest no money in it; and it ~s doubtful if that remark was based upon a sufficently 
authorative investigation of the country to merit the credence given it. Certainly it 
8 incorrect; aud especially valueless is. the testimony of men of distinction of our 

own conntry who are not practical agriculturalists, but have taken journey ill II the 
fruitful months of the year to the Rdd River of the North, to the rich valley's of 
M?ntana, or to the enchanting scenery of Puget Sound, except upon these particular 
POlOt,. 

"I am prepared to substantiate all I have here said, so far aB such matters are 
susceptible of proof, but, from their nature, many thin~s herein referred to must, to 
many people, wait the action of the great solvent-Time." 

In a later report referring to a much larger extent of terntory, Gen­
eral Hazen 9.uote~ the te~timony of persuns who have examined the country 
as "confirming 41s repeated statement that the country lying betwee~ 100 
West longitude and the Sierra Nevada Mountains, all the way from Mexi­
co to the British possesRions in the North, is, in an agl icultural sense, prac­
tically valueless, except in a fe,,, exceptional cases, where water can ~e 
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used {or irrigation;/ano that, even with this PllOCeSB, not much more than 
one acre in many thousands upon the average, can be made available on. 
account of the Starcity of water. ~ He adds:-

"l'he past 1081100 hat b89Il ona of,unusuaI and lomewhat remarkable rains in 
Dakota,. as well as in many other parts of the world. Thill haa given fair crop. of 
roots, vegetables~d other grains, without irrigation, and haa given the few IItruggling 
farmers abollfi BilllDarck great hopllll for the future; but tha officers of the lsud office 
told me in Nove~ that they are selling very little land, and that, even if the crop. 
9£ the l&11t very ei:.ceptionably favorable year could.be taken as a criterion, generaJ. 
agricul~ure oouI~ :I;1ot be m~e protita.ble in that region, remembering the suffering of 
those who have 's~bt homes to the Westw:Lrd of the limit of sufficient rainfalls. 
The great need of correct information upon Itbe subject to enable CongDess to dispose 
intelligently of questions involving the capa.bilitcs of this country, the building up 
of new and populous Stat"s, such as, \viscon~in, Iowa and Missouri, will nol longer 
be seen on our preaent domain, and all calculations based upon such a thing are 
falsll, while all eitraneous influences brought to bear upon emmigration, to carry it 
\Vest of the one hundredth meridian, excepting in a very few restricted localities, 
are wicked beyond expression and fraught with Iq.iBery and failure." . 

Professor Henry. of the SmithsoJ;lian Illstitute, Washington, in 
,referring to the, exploration made by authority of the Am(lrican Government 
between the Misslllsippi River, and the Rocky Mountains, says they reveals 
the startling facts :-

"That the WC8tern progre88 of its population, has nearly reached the extreme 
western limit of the areas available for settlement; aud that the whole space west of 
the ninety-eighth parallel, embracing one-half of the entire surface of the United 
States. is an arid and de80late waste, with the exception of a narrow belt of rich 
land along the Pacific coast." 

P,rofessor Macoun, Government Botanist, who is thoroughly conversant 
with both the Western States of America and the ~ orth West TelTitories 
of Canada, says :-

" In Crofutt's Trans-Gontinental Tourists' Guide OCClIrS the passage, sl;leaking 
of the Prairie West of Au.telope, on the line of the Union Pacific Railway: 'We 
now enter ou tbe best grass country in the world,' and further,on he says: 'The 
couutry is destined at no distant day to hecome the great pasture land of the con­
tinent.' "Now," says Prof. Macoun, "Ihave passed over these plains from Laramie 
t. Antelope, which are represented as beini! the best grazing lands in the world,. 
and which are now supporting thousands of cattle, and they bear no more com­
parison to our plainR (the 8askatchewan) thau a stubble field does to II meadow. 
While they have 1,900 miles of sage plains (valueless), for bunch grass soon dies out 
when_pa8tu~ed, and sage brush takes its place, we have over 1,000 miles, from East 
to West, of land covered at all times of the year wjth a thick swa.rd of the richest 
gras8, and' which is so nutritious as to keep horses in good condition, though 
travelling, as ours did, at the rate of forty miles per day." 

The following telegram, recently published, shows that the Americans 
are awake to the fact that their land west of the lOOth meridian is uselells 
for agriculture :-

"LiJ;1coln,Neb., Jan. 2ith.-~he Nebraska Board of Hortionlture, now in ses9ion 
here, under the presidency of Governor Furniss, -considered the preliminary report 
of ai. Congressional C'Jmmittee in favor of withdrawing all public lands west of 
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the 100th meridian, amounting in the aggregate to 1,000;000,000 acres, .from entry 
by homestead and pre-emption, and giving as the assigued reason for thlsllroposed 
dia.nge, that the land west of the lOOth meridian will never be til fBr farmmg, not 
even with irrigation." 

EXPERIENCES IN KANSAS. 

The grazing districts of Kansas have long been extensively advertised 
as possessing extraordinary attractions. But the experience of those who 
h!we Rettled there shows that the state is a most undesirable one to live 
in. In the Atlantic jlonthly, one of the most influential American 
magazines, fot; December 1879, is given it heart-rending account of the 
distress in Kansas. The writer observes that, 

" \Vhen he was at Topeka, the capital of the State, last June, he was pro­
foundly struck "ith the enquiry that a.ppeared to be on tho tongues of all, and was 
bein~ discns3ed by the press and State officials from the Governor down, as to 
the way and means of providing for the support during the eoming winter of .the 
great numuers of destitute farmers and others in that State. At the same time 
he remarks, 'the :State. through every available avenue, was inviting and reolliving 
a large immigl'ation of Rettlers upon its lands, and assuring the world that her 
lioil offereu competenoe and oomfort to every worker.' The writer travelled frOID 
Topeka as far west as Pueblo in Colorado, and gives a graphic account of the plains 
and the surroundings of the miserable settlers sprinklel! over them. The houses, 
for the most part, oonsisted of wooded boxes, without frames, and neither tree 
ot' fence tJ relieye the eye. In a great many C:J.ses the settlers lived in dugouts, 
ma.de by digging a holll in a bluff or rising ground and covering the roof with 
boards or shingles. Distressing instances or misery are recorded of families that 
had moved into the Sbtes, a.ud ha...ing spent their all in doing so, were left help­
leu in the midst of a parched ({esert. The writel' goes on to S11Y :-' On my arrival 
at Stirlmg, 186 miles west of Topeka,' I Connd the weather hot and dry, with a 
»trong desiccating south wind, parching what vegetation there wa!!- and whipping the. 
life out of the growing corn, which was then about two fellt high. Th. wheat and 
n"t~ ,vere being il:trv"ste,l where they w(llIld pay for cutting and ihre~hing ; but in 
lllany pla.ces the whea.t tields were utterly destroyell, alld in most cases a half crop 
was the most e)(p~cted. I was told there hau been no general rain for eight months 
and all thr{lUgh May and June there had baen the same dry hot wmds, with an 
ocoasi'JIlallnc:ll tempest of hail or rain and wind and lightning that destroyed every­
thing in it. pa.th. " 

A letter, signed by J. S. Calmer, l\i. G. Averill, and J. T. Douglass, 
dated \,rilsun Connty, Kansas, Apl'il 27, 1876, appeal'e,l ill The Plnnterl, 
It promiucut Kansas paper. It tells its own story :-

"A f8W facts from actual experience of farming in' Kansae-the other side and the 
truth. We have been mnch amused by the gushing letters ef contr!bntars to your 
valnable paper, about tillS State, and think the actnal experienea of farmers like 
ourselves might be as vaillable as the moonshine idea of men who never put a plough 
in the ground, or raised II c:\lf, or wintered a Texas steer, or tried to watch 6 corn­
field, or sell corn at 10 cents a bushel. We ~ame here four. years a.l:o, determined to 
like the oountry. Now, we bolieve it t() be a d1l1usion aRd a snare. We wanted 
cheap lands; we paid $1.25 p c acre, but it has cost us in dead outlay, in money and 
in time, $5 to $20 per acre, alhl is all for sale less than cost. W ~ came to tind a 
~reat stock country, where the time o~ feeding might be short, and the cattle might 
hye on the rang" all wlllt.tlr; we find It the w.or8t hampered stock country we ever 
saw, anu the grass nutritious and llesh.produclllg only three or four months in the 
year. We came to find a great wheat. and corn cGuntry; we find that the whellt-
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raisers have not averaged their seed. Corn ranges all the way from nothing to fifty 
bushels per acre. We expected to find a tame grasl country, but, so far, timothy, clover 
and blue grass failed, and the climate that kills w~at will k.ill them. We came" hero 
to find a salubrious and llealthy climate; we find it sickly, and the rates of mortalIty 
last winter along the stream. terrible, 80 much so that we came to believe what an 
old doctor told UI: "That tht most hardy coltul not ~xpect to survive this cLimate 
fifteen years." We came to the "Sunny South," where the warm zephyrs ever blow: 
we find cattle freeze to death in every locality. We came to find a greatfruit country: 
we fin~ our peach trees dead to the ground. We [callie to find a bra~ing air: we 
found It so that we have to brace ourselves at all angle of fOlty-five degrees to lIlake 
headway against the wind. We came here to escape the oppression of the rich, and 
the higb taxes: our taxes range from 2.05 t. 10 per cent. on real estate; and does not 
pay anything. We came to find homes for the homeless, and land for the landless: 
we have got homes, very poor ones, and the land we would be glad to get shut of 
athalf price. In short, we have got the land, and it has got us in the very worst 
way, and everyone is dissatisfied, unhappy, discouraged, and wants to get ont of the 
country. We came to the country that was said to flow with milk and "oney : we 
find it flowing with poyerty and complain&. We nnd we must go where money is 
plenty, where labour is nee:ied, and a market for our produce. We liye w"here every 
quarter section of land has betn settl~d by good, energetic people, who have made 
every effort and uuiversally failed; those who have done the mo.t, and spent the 
most, are the most completely floored. Such IS our experience, after a fair, faithful 
trial trial of Southern Kansas. If you, Mr. Editor, can help us out in any way by 
ad vice or otherwise, you will oblige three farmers. We have many friends East, and 
there are many coming West, we earne8tly hope they will see these few lines. We 
do not wish to see our friends made paupers by doing as we have done, nei~her ought 
any more capital to be wasted in this desert of a country. We can substantiate all 
we have subscribed our names to by more positiva proof if needed, and we ask that 
this whole article may be published for the sllke of truth. 

Looking a.t this unmistakable evidence, can ther~ be ILny doubt of the 
advantages offered by N orth Western Canada 1 " U pOll. the northern edge 
of the great American Sahara are the valleys of the Red River and 
Saskatchewan, carrying their rich and grasly undulations to the gorges of 
the Rocky Mountains; forming' an isolat8d belt of verdure &cross the 
-western half of the British American continent, an isthmu8 of fertile and 
habitable lands between the Arctic wastes, wlIich extend to the frozen 
ocean on the north, and the vast deserts between the Mississippi River and 
the Pacific coast." 

Canada is the only British colony that offers free lands to emigrs.nts. 
New Zealand gives every man that pays his own passage 40 acres, while if 
he wants any more it costi him $5 an acre. The Province of Victoria. 
offen lands, first at auction at an upset or starting price of $5 pel' acre. 
Australia Offill'S to anyone having a lease from the government of a sheep 
run, the privilege of making a pre-emption of 640 acres, oft which their 
buildingil and other improvemlmts zrtay be, at the expiration of their lease, 
bllt he m\lllt pay the $5 per acre at the expiration of his pre-emption. In 
the Cana,dian North West 160 acreli is given to actual lettlers, with the 
right of pre-empting 160 acres more, and purchasing a further quantity at 
from $1 to $5 per acre, with ten yearil to P8¥ in. Full details of the 
government regulations will be found further on. In the United States, 
nearly all of the land yet open for settlement is in the hands of railway 
corporations, who hold it at high prices, with less favorable termli of pay-
ment than in Canada. . 



NORTH WESTERN CANADA. 

A SCOTTISH FARMER'S OPINION. 

Mr. Henry Snow, whose viait to Canada, and his report thereon has, 
been previously rQferred to, had the following letter in the Edinburgh 
Scotsman or Dec. 27th, 1879 : 

.. In yesterday's issue I observe a letter from a Scotch farmer ,settled i~ the United 
States taking exception to Mr. Biggar's statements as to Mamtoba bemg a better 
field f~r settlement than the States. His argument is, that ~n esti~atin~ profi~s 
from agricultural produce the chief element is the cost of transIt, and I,n domg thIS 
he compares thElopresent prices in the two different localities, and admIts that the 
difference in price is caused by the difference in cost of conveyance, but when the 
railway from Thunder Bay to Winnipeg is finished (and that will not be over a 
twelve month), grain will be carried from Manitoba and .delivered at ,Mo!ltreal, 
whence it can be at once shipped to Europe at the same rate It takes to brmg It f:om 
Kansas and wbraska to Chicago, whence it has still a thousand miles of carrIage 
before it reaChes it shipping port. AgaiR, they are not su bjected to the annoy:ance 
and loss caused by the railway rings as in the States, any artificial raising of freIghts 
being effectually stopped by the water compet:on. Another important element to be 
con.idered by settlers is the opening up of the Hudson Bay route, which has been 
examined alid reported practicable by the Canadian Government, whICh wQuld further 
reduce the cost of transit to th\s country by another 'half . 

.. But another not unimportant element which onr friend loses ~ight of is the 
relativ,e yield of grain per acre. In Minnesota, Dakota, and Wi,sconsin, which are 
admitted tQ be the best wheat·producing portions of the Rtates, the average yield of 
wheat is 20 bushels per acre, whereas in Manitoba and the North· West the average 
is 35 bu~hels of superior quality, and that with the same expense as is incurred in 
getting 20 bushels in the States . 

.. Regarding cattle raising, it is uuequalled for this purpose. You wiU see here 
cattle which work in carts all day, and have only a few hours at night to feed on the 
prairie grass, in excellent condition, and a man with a mgwer can cut from 12 to 15 
tons of hay per day, which makes excellent ~inter feedieg'for cattle. As to schools, 
&c., it is well known with what rapidity such ~onveniences spring up in Western 
':lountries, and in two or three years in Manitoba will have all those advantages 
claimed for Kansas and Nebraska. In Call ada you do not require to travel with a 
revolver in your pocket, and and have no fear of being massacred by Indians, as..m 
the States, where such things are of daily occurrence. 

The 80n'1 of St. George, a society composed of BritiRh residents in the 
United States, whose object'is to assist British workmen who emigrate 
there, have had circulated in England a warning to English artisans ami 
laborers against emigrating to the United States, on account of the dearth 
of employment there. On this the Yorkshire Post of Jan. 8, 1880 re­
marks:-

"It appears that many English 'Workmen, impatient at the slow revival of 
trade at" home, have hastened across the Atlantic, many of them tu New York 
and P?iladelphil!" an~ in .not a few cases, with scarcely a penny in their pocket, 
exceptlDg on theIr arnval m the country to find their labor in demand. Too late 
th"y have realized that, however considerable in the aggregate may be trade re­
vival in America, it barely sufiWes, so far as mechanical pursuits and town hbor. 
ing are concerned, to give employment to the many thousands who have been 
~hrown out of work during the recent time of depression. Their Bcanty funds­
If they. have any-have s~on beco~e exhausted, wb!le still they were seeking 
somOOlthing to dv. At last III despair they have applIed to the nearest British 
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consul or vice-cousul to assist them in getting home again, only to find that he 
had no funds available for sRch a purpose. Many have been assisted by the ex­
cellent association already named; but even organized benevolence of this kind 
is insufficient to meet all the requirements of the case; and the most effectual 
way of arresting the increase of this evil, aud, if possible put an end to it altogether, 
is to warn workmen against going to America unless they can ' abide their time' in 
procuring employment. Unfortunately the very circumstances which induce the 
artisan to try his fortunes in the new world us,.ally operates to preclude tQ.e possibi. 
lity of his carrying with him reserve funds to sustain himself with while in a con­
dition of enforced inactivity. A prominent feature of this ill-advised emigration 
from England has been the exodus of a number of metal-workers from the North 
of England, who, it appears, have been induced to go to America by tempting ad­
vertisements in the English newspapers. A large portion of these emigrauts, it is 
state;d, . .are married men, and Borne of them tell pitiful stories of how they made 
sacrifices at home, Bcmping together the last shilling to pay. their passage money, 
and fully expecting to earn sufficient in America to send for their families." 

THE BEST COLONY. 

Of all Britain's colonial possessions, aan~rla offers the greatest indncec 
ments to emigrants. A ustralia and New Zealand are the only other de­
pendencies which have attempted to compete with it for the tide of emi. 
gration. But warnings or a serious nature come from these IllIands. In 
New Zealand, large numbers of men are without work. The Southland, 
New Zealand, News of Nov. 1, 1879, says :-

"A meeting of the unemployed was held in Cathedral Square to-day. It was 
resolved to interview Mr. Austin of the Public Works Department. \A large crowd 
at once adjourned to the public buildings, when the following resolution was carried: 
We, the undersigned, on beualf of 300 men out of employment in Christchurch, Fe­
spectfully request the Government to find work for those not only willing but able 
to do a fair day's work, and for which they deem they ought to receive 6s. per day, as 
their experience shows that piece work is not adapted to all parties. In the event 
of the Government not complying with this supplication, a large body of the men 
and their wiTes and families must be immediately supplied with rations, through 
the magistrates or other appointed persons, to keep them from starvation. Mr. 
Austin promised to communicate with the Government." 

In Australia fife prospect is no better. The North British Daily· 
jJ{ail of Dec. 24th, 1879 contains the following letter, signed by Amos 
Yewdall, secretary of thH Stonemasons' Society of Victoria, and dated 
Melbourne, September :-

" As it appears a movement il on foot in Great Britain to relieve the depressed 
state of the labour market by encouraging and assisting the artizan and .Iahouring 
classes tQ emigrate, I have been instructed by the Stonemasons' Society of Victoria. 
to draw the attention of intending emigrants to the fact that Australia. has not 
escaped the general depression, and as it is a limited field for artizans, there is great. 
want of employment and consequent distre8s existing aere. Things have been going 
down, down for the last two years, and now there are thousands out of employment, 
and no signs of things being better for a long time to come. No doubt many of 
those who would come bere have read the glowing accounts of the high rates of 
wages and no lack of employment gi"en in some of the journals of this COUlltry. 
whose object has always been to glut' this market in the interests of employers. 
Allow me to refer your readers to the files of the Argus and Age newspapers for the 
last twelve months, and there they can read and judge for themselves as to the 
cODdition of the working classli! her ,e. NUillerous lIleetings have been held of the, 
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unemployed, till at last the (k,vernmellt had to commence relief works, which are 
still carried on, and at present there are hundreds of artizans on the works, sach as 
cutting down timber in the country districts, breaking stones for road purposes, &c. 
and many .. f them being a11owe:1 to work half time only, at the rate of 4s per day. 
Subscription lists have hee. opened and contributions of clothing, &e., collected and 
distributed to the needy in Melbourne and elsewhere. Fr~m these f.actl the Stone­
masons' Society feel called upon to sound a word of cautIOn, espeCIally .to Itlen of 
their own traJe, and would advise those whose intention it is to come to thIS cOllntry 
to be careful of what they do lest they find that they have jumpeli out· of the 
frying pan into the fire." 

WHO SHOULD GO. 

The immigration to the North West in 1879 was largely in e~ss 
of my previous year,. and the indications are that this year the influx. of 
settlers will he even still more largely increased. There are to day greater m­
ducements for settlers than at any previous period. Pauper immigrants are 
not wanted, farmers with small capital, farm laborers, laborers to work on 

'railway oonstructions, and domestic servants, are the classes required. In 
the earlier history of Manitoba, the idea seems to have prevailed that men 
of all kinds were wanted, and that they had only to land in the Province, 
with a dollar or two in their pockets, regalidless of their occupation, to a.t 
once find employment at high wages and rapidly accumulate we!l.lth. Never 
was a greater mililtake madA, and the sooner it is exposed, the better will 
be it for intending emigrants and for the future of the great North Weet. 

For the capitalist, there is an unlimited field in business enter­
prises, land transactions, and loaning, in which good security and a. 
high rate of interest can be obtained. For the farmer of means 
there is a chance to settle his sons on farms, 01' to obtain for himself 
a much larger area of land than he ca.n secure in the older 
Provinces, and the consequent improved opportunity of making 
money afforded by conducting his business. on a more extensive scale. 
The tenant farmer, or the farmer's son, with fl'om $500 to $1,000 capital, 
can ohtain a good sized farm, and the necessary stock and implements to 
secure a revenue from it within a year j a moderate nu~ber of farm laborers 
can find employment in tIle earlier settled portions of this Province at 
good wages; railway laborers are in demand, and good female domestic 
servants will have no difficulty in finding employment. To other classes 
the writer't! advice i~, do not come, unless you secure employment before 
leaving. Th9 labor market, outside of the classes to which" reference has 
alre~dy been made, is well supplied, a.nd, at present, there is no demand 
for other kinds of labor. Mechanics, clerks, book-keepers, &c., are here 
ill abundance, and others coming out "on spec" are more than likely to 
have a hard time. As in all new territories, the numerical preponderance 
of the male portion of the population, is marked in the N urt.h West. ..L; 
a consequence maniageble girls are much sought after and have the chance 
of securing comfortable homes ruore quickly than in older settled territories. 

CAPITAL REQUIRED,' OUTFIT, &c. 

Persons intending to farm should have at least $500 in cash, over and 
above the expenses of their journey to Manitoba. This is a minimum 
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amount. Those with large families should have more, as a year's provisions 
will haTe to be purchased before crops can be secured to yield a return in 
cash. These amounts are named on the supposition that free grants of land 

,from the government will be taklln up. If it is intended to purchase, more 
ready money will be required. A farmer with a capital of $2,000 can 
secure a good farm of l,Q0 acres, even supposing he has to pay $5 per acre 
for it, and provide himself with a reasonably comfortable house, the 
necessary outbuildings, a 'yoke of oxen, Ii. cow, some pigs, a plough, pair of 
harrows, and everything necessary to give him a good start, and ensure to' 
him the securing of a comfortable home,' for a less amount than he would 
be called on to pay in Britain for a single year's rent. 

A settler's outfit should be as follows, the cost quoted being based on 
.the actual experience of many who have been consulted on this point :-

Yoke of oyen .................................... $125 
Red River cart.................................. 15 
Harness ........................................ 10 
Cow.. •..... ....... ... .•.... •..... •... ...... .... 35 
Plough •••.............•.....•... •.............. 25 
Harrows ...... _ . . . . . . . .. ........•... ....•.....• 20 
Stoves, beds and other furniture...... .. •.••.. .... 100 
Chains, axes, sbovels, &c ............ ,.. . .. . . . . . .. 30 
Building sundries ............................... 30 
Seeds, &c....................................... 10 

$400 

This is put at the lowest amount possible. llritish tenant farmers 
with some capital, or farmers selling oat their farmr in other portions of 
Canada before removing, could, of course, afford to go to a greater outlay 
and secure greater comforts in their household arrangements. After the 
first year, steady annual receipts from sales of produce may be depended 
ou, and should any little hardship be experienced, the settler will have 
the satisfaction of knowing that he lUis acquired a freehold from which he 
cannot be evicted and which will enable him to procure a comfortable 
living for the first few years, and subsequently a substantial competency. 
In reference to the amount given as lleC~Sli!al'y for outfit, the G0vel'nment 
pamphlet &3.ys :-

"The German Mennonite settlers who ('arne to Canada from South Hussia a few 
years ago, that is the poorer families of them. started with very much less; and 
they are to-day very prosperous, and raise large crops o~ grahl, besides growing Hax,. 
of which they export the see', and are well supphed With ll\'e stock from the pro­
ducts of which they do a thriving trade in the Winnipeg Markets. The only question 
is whether families from the Umted Kingdom would stint themselves in the same 
way these tbrifty seltlers di'd, and endure what they went through to arrive at 
their pre8~nt success. The Mennonite outfit of' the poorer families averaging 5 per-
80n8, consisted of one yok,e ·of oxen, one cowr onl;! pl!Jugh, one waggon, and one 
cooking stove; the Whole obtaineg at a cost of $270 or £54. This comprised the 
outfit of onE! family and 'in the case of the poorest; two families clubhed together to 
use one outfit. The cost of· provisions. for 81lhsistence of one fam'ily for a year was 
$93 or £18.15, the provisions consisting almost wholly of flour, pork and beans. Ne> 
money was expended on the bluldiogs in which. they first lived.. These consisted. 
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for the first year of brush, laid sloping on poles, covered with earth. This fact is 
stated to show from how sma.ll a beginning a settler may success~ully start and at· 
tain plenty; but seeing that the log house of the conntry can be built ~t ~o moderate 
a rate, probably few settlers from the United Kingdom would be willing to ~o as 
the Mennonitell did. Many a man will, however, make a hard strngile for Inde· 
pendence, a.nd find both hill labour a.nd his hardship. 8l1eetened by the cons· 
ciousnesd of the daily steps he is taking towards. tha.n~. It may furt~er be me~· 
tioned, that for some years to come, there WIll be raIlways and public lVorks In 
procrreslI, on which the poorer settler may work for a part of the time at good wages; 
and 80 obtain means to tide over the first difficulties of a settler's life, with more 
comforts." 

Log houses, which are exceedingly warm and comfortable, can he 
built with comparatively little labor, the timber being easily obtained. 

The current rates of wages may be given a\ follows: Laborers, $20 
to $25 per month and board. Masons, carpenters, and other mechanics 
and tradesmen, $2.50 per day. Shop hands and salesmen, $50 to $100 
per month. Female domestic servants, $10 to $15 pel' month and bOlrd. 
The large contracts now existing on the Canadian Pacific Railway give 
employme\lt to a large number of men at from $1.25 to $1.50 per da.y. 
They can obtain board in the campi on the line at from $3 to $4 per 
week. Good board can be obtained from $4 per week in boarding houses 
in ·Winnipeg; the rates in hotels and. private houses are, of course, 
higher. 

Did Spac9 permit numerous instances might be given of the success 
met with by settlers. A letter written from Emerson, Manitoba, and pub­
lished in a l'ecen~dition of the Chatham Planet, gives a good idea of what 
is being continually done by settlers. The letter referl'eu to says;-

"You will no d"llbt like to know how I am getting along with my farming. 
In the first place then: When I came here a year ago last spring I bought a half 
section of land, and shortly after I sold one quarter section for a. $100 more than I 
had paid for ii. Off the remainder I took a 1,000 bushels of grain of different kinds, 
which brought me $600, and I afterwards sold thll land for $500 more than I had 
paid for it, so, financially, I have done pretty wllll. I haTe now broken aud ready 
for seed in the spring very nearly 100 acres. I intend te turn up a great deal more 
in the spring; will break it with 14·inch breaking ploughs with lingle teams' with 
one 16.i~ch Bulky: plough we w!ll turn an uerage of Beven a,cres a day." S~aking 
of the line of T&lhray on which they pa.ssed through Mmnesota into Canadian 
territory, he lays: _to They are putting up immense elevatorB and preparing to 
handle an immense yield ned year. The land bears from 25 to 4() bushels per acre. 
This North West is the place. I have not the least desire to farm in Ontario again." 

Impl'oveu live stock may be taken with advantage.' Serviceable horses 
especially brood mares, will pay to take. For the first few year's work o~ 
a farm, oxen are mote suitable than horses and can be purchased in Mani­
toba. Poultry, sheep and pigs are Bcarce and would pay to import to the 
N Ol,th West from the older provinces. Settlers will do well not to bring old 
horses, implem~nts, eto., with them. If a number combine together 80 as 
to fill a car they can get a cheap rate of freight, otherwise the cost Glftrans. 
portation will be found a serious item. .&. farmer, selling out in Oatario, 
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might bring harness, waggon, harrows, hand tools and some household 
effects, rather th:i.n sell them at auction at a sacrifice, but those who have 
to buy new goods will do as well in Manitoba as in Ontario, when every­
thing is taken into consid{lration. Implements can be purchased in Win­
nipeg at a less rate than they could be brought in for by individual settlers. 
Nearly all the Ontario manufacturers of prominence have agencies in 
Manitoba. Stoves, iron;md tin-ware, groceries, dry goods, woolS', ,furniture 
&c., can be purchased at reasonable prices. Bedding, household li,nen, 
carpets, curtains, cutlery and articles of ornament, when already possessed 
by the emigrant, should be brought, as the freight on these will be much 
less than siniilar articles would cost in Manitoba if bought there; and 
many other little household necessaries which if sold would not bring much 
but would add greatly to the comfort of the emigrant in his new home. 

The two best periods of thayear to go to the North West are the 
early spring and the beginning of autumn, the latter being altogether the 
more suitable. In the spring, as a rule, the roads are in a bad condition 
and considerable difficulty is experienced in gettinl; over them with loads. 
This will be obviated -when the railway, now in completion west of Winni­
peg, is opened for traffic, but until then settlers will do well to arrive in 
the North West early in August. They can then look around leisurely, 
select their location, procure their live stock, put up a house and barn and 
be prepared to commence actual farming operations early the next season. 
Those starting in the advanced spring reach the N orth West too late to get 
crops the same season and are but little fnrther ahead than others follow­
ingthem in the autumn. When the railroad to which reference has just 
been made, is in operation next year, settlers will be carried within a few 
miles of the.ir destination, and will then do best to come up in the spring, 
sow a few potatoes and oats, and get a good breadth of land ploughed to 
lay fallow until the following spring, when it can be sowed with wheat. 
June and July are undoubtedly the beat months for breaking or turning 
the sod, so as to rot it a.nd fit the ground for the growth of cereals. 

ROUTES TO TRi. VEL. 

Thefompletion of the all ra~l route to Win.l1ipe~ has placed Manitoba 
within from three to five days trayp,l from pomts m Eastern Canada anll 
within fourteen days travel from Liverpool. Of the various Atlantic 
steamship lines,the two most Buited for emigrants to Canada are the Allan 
and Dominion, as the boats of both these sail direct from points in 
Britain to Canadian seaports. The splendid vessels of the Allan line, run 
under contract with the Canadian Government, for~e conveyance of the 
mails, sail semi-weekly between Liverpooland . ebec throughout the 
seMon of snmmer navigation, and weekly between iverpool and Halifax 
during wintpl' navigation, calling at Moville to receive and land passengers 
and mails to and from Ireland and Scotland. The Company's Glasgow 
line steamers Bail weekly between the Clyde and Quebec in summer, and 
}leriodically between Glasgow and Halifax in winter. The Dominion Line 



80 NORTH WESTERN CANADA. 

runs betw~en Liverpool and Quebec in summer, and Liverpool lind Por~~ 
land where it connects with the Grand Trunk Railway of Canada, In 

winter. '{'his line is composed of first-class, full-powered, Clyde built, and 
doobled-engined steamships, and, like the Allan Line, grants through 
tickets from Great Britain to Manitoba. Both lines have agents at the 
most important cities and towns in the United Kingdom, from who~ in­
formation can be obtained, or application may be made to the resIdent 
agent of the Canadian Government at 31 Queen Victoria street, London, 
E. C. Both these lines travel the shortest route from Britain to Canada 
and emigrants coming by them have the advantage of landing direct on 
Canadian territory, Quebec being but 2,600 miles from Liverpool. 

On arrival at Quebec or Halifax, emigrants will find the agents of the 
Canadian Government in atten:lance to give them information as to how 
to proceed to their destination, and other necessary advice and assistance. 
From POljland, Halifax and Quebec, the North West can be reached 
either by an all rail route, or by part rail and part water. From Halifax 
the Intercolonial Railway runs to Quebec, where connection is made with 
the Grand Trunk Railway. At Portland and Quebec passengers are 
landed from the steamer!! at stations of the Grand Trunk. 

As the sa.me routes fl"Om the Provinces of Ontario and Quebec have to 
be travelled both by the British emigrant and the Canadian moving west­
ward, one description of them will suffice. From Quebec those taking the 
all rail route travel by the, Grand TI'1j.nk Railway to Detroit, 736 miles. 
At Port Huron, where American territory is entered, baggage is examined 
by customs officers. Passengers should have their trunks, &c., so con­
structed that they can easily be unlocked for examintion. Ontario passen­
gers can take either the Grand Trunk or Great Western Railway to De­
troit. Both lines are splendidly equil'ped with modern, improved rolling 
stock, and tntvellers by either line will experience thorough comfort. The 
trains travel at a good rate of speed, and both linea enjoy a remarkable 
immunity from accidents. From Detroit to Chicago, 285 miles,the route is 
via, the Michigan Central Railway, one of the best built and most even 
running roads in the United States. Palac~ dining cars and Pullman 
& \Vaguer sleepers al'e attached to trains for the use of first-class passen­
gers. Emigrants travelling at the lowest rates of fare are accomodated in 
comfortable cars. In Chicago, transfers of passengers and baggage between 
the stations of the various line is effected by a line of omnibusses, agents 
of the various companies being at all the stations on the arrival of trains, 
for the purpose of dir~ctin~ and assisting passengers. Between Chi'Cago 
and St. Paul, 410 mIles, there a.re two excellent roads, thfl ChicaO'o, Mil­
waukee &; St. Pal, and the Chicago, St. Paul &; Minneapol~. The 
Chicago, Milwauk.& St. Paul Railawy runs its own sleeping cars' the 
Chicago, St. Paul &; Minneapolis line using those of the Pullman Company, 

~t ~t. Paul ?lose c:)ullec~ion it ~ade with t~e St. Paul, Minneapolis 
and MaIUtuua RaIlway, the pilmeer ratlway of Mmnesota, which consists 
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of two trunk lines aggregating 650 miles of well constrlicted and 
throughly equipped road. 'l'his line runs its own sleeping coaches. From 
St. Paul to St. Vincent, at the boundary between the United States and 
Manitoba" is 414 milet!. At S~ Vincent the Pembina branch of the 
Canadian Pacific Railway can be taken for Winnipeg, 68 miles. In 
summer the steamhoats of the vVinnipeg and Western Transportation 
Company ply between St. Vincent and Winnipeg. From Winnipeg, into 
the North West Territories, at present, the communication i!'! principally 
by road. As previously mentioned a hundred miles of railway is now 
under construction by the govemment. This will run nearly into the 
territories, and will be open for traffic next year. Steamboats ply on the 
A2siniboine river as for as Fort Ellice. Further information on this point 
may be obtained by referring to page 29 of this pamphlet, where the 
communications· of the territory are described. 

Those preferring the lake route can go by the Grand Trunk or 
Great Westem Railway to 'Yindsor, Sarnia, Goderich, Kincardine or 
SouthamptOl;J, from which ports the steamers of the North West Trans­
portation Company run regularly to Duluth, on the North We stem shore 
of Lake Superior. The Collingwood line sails from Collingwood, on Lake 
Huron, to Duluth, where connection is made with the Northem Pacific 
Railway, by which passengers travel to Glyndon junction on the St. Paul, 
Minneapolis and Manitoba Railway, and thence for the balance of the 
journey by the same route as the all rail passengers. 

While travelling through the United Shtes, emigrants will do well to 
avoid the innumerable land speculators and touters who will try to persuade 
them that the best lands are to be obtained in American territory. At 
Emerson, near the international boundary;and at 'Yinnipeg, the Canadian 
Govemment has immigration agents. Meals can be obtained along all 
the routes of travel, but emigrants to whom money is a decided object 
should provide themselves with provisions befoll! starting on the journey 
by rail. The railways allow 150 Ibs. of baggage lree to each adult; extra 
baggage will cost $3.50 per 100 Ibs. 

The rates of passage by steamers from Liverpool, Glasgow and othu' 
British ports to Halifax and Quebec are from $50 W .~90, according to 
accommodation. Steerage passengers are taken at from $1 ito $30 per head. 
Children at reduced rates. 

The railway fares for the season of 1880 are not yet definit:ly fixed. 
The following, which are at present in force from the principal stations on 
the Grand Trunk: Railway to St. Boniface, (Winnipeg) Manitoba. will 
give a general idea of the cost of the journey. 
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Frcnn 1st. Clans. ."!nd. O:as1J. 

Quebec ••••...•••..•..•.•...... 
:Montreal ..........•..••.••.......... 
Predcott ...•...•...•.•.•...... : .....• 
.I:Irock"llle ...........•...•..••.....• 
Gananoque ......................... . 
Kingston ........................... . 
~apallee •....•......••••••........• 
Belleville ........................... . 
Trenton .........•.•................• 

~~~'t~;~~ :::: : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : . : : : : : : : : 
Cobourg .....•...................•••• 
Port Hope .......................... . 
BowmanviUe ...................•. , ••• 
Oshawa ............................ . 
Whitby ...•..••.....•...•...•.•. ,' ..•• 

$6425 
5925 
57 25 
5685 
5625 
5t:i 00 
53 15 
5445 
5! OJ 
58 7J 
5350 
5300 
52 80 
5235 
5225 
5225 

$3650 
34 uO 
3400 
33 70 
3295 
3:? 50 
:{:~ 00 
;{2 0' 
3:? 4~) 

;{:.! 15 
31 95 
:H 60 
31 50 
31 10 
31 00 
30 !.IJ 

As a general rule it may be said that from points in. Ontario to St. 
Boniface, fir,;t-class fares average from $50 to $60 and sec'>nd-class fares 
from $29 to $34. Reduced rates may Le quoted in the spring and sum­
mer, and the fares by the part rail and part water route will probably b~ 
a little lower for emigrants than by the all rail route. Uar loads of elll­
grants effects, live stock, &c. were taken through from Toronto to St • 
.Boniface at $230 pel' cal' by the all rail route, and $210 by the lake route. 
Car loads from all Canadian stations, west of Toronto, are charged at the 
.same rates, and from eastern points rates are proportionately greater. 

Mr. A. H. Taylor, of Ottawa; Mr. R. W. Pt'ittie, of Toronto, and 
other agents run special excursions to Mltnitoba froUl stations on the 
Grand Trunk and Great We,;tern Railways fl·equently. Emi,!,'Tants will 
find it to their advantage to go by these trains, as, while only charged a 
second-chtss fare, they will b" conveyed ill first-class carriages, and as the 
,trains are under the control of the agents referred to, uelays are avoided, 
.and the journey made with much mot'e comfort than where parties go by 
ordinary trail1.!;. 

UOVERXlII,;:;T LANDS. 

For the purpose of settlement, a system of :survey of lanus has been 
aUoI,t3d by tae Dominion Oovernmont which gives the utmost accuracy 
of measurement in combination with a plan that is simple and easily un­
derstood.. The land is divided into townships, each of which is exactly sLX 
lniles square. A townl:lhip is divided ¥1tO 36 sections, each of which is a 
mile square and contains ti40 acres. These sectipns are divit.led into half 
section!! of 3:l0 ac;l'e8, quat·tor sections of 160 acres, and half quarter sec­
tion of tlO acre:!.' The townships :start fl'Om a base line which is the inter­
na~ional bowlllal'y line, which ru~s due east and west; and from a point 
a ltttle to the weiSt of that at whlCh the Red River enters the province a 
line called the principal meridian is run due north. The ranlYes uf the 
township:! which are marked 011 the maps ill Roman character~ run east 
.and west from the m"l'~dian line, and the llumbers of the towllshi~s marked 
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on the maps in the uommon figures, run north from the boun iary or first 
base line. The boundaries of the sections are marked uut on the lanns 
by posts set up by the Government survnyors. A large number of town­
ships have all'eady been surveyed and seGUed; several surveyed last season 
will be thrown open fOI' settlement this spring, and .the work of surveying 
will be prosecuted with increased vigor in order to keep pace with the 
rapid demands of settlers. Land offices, with resident agents appointed by 
'the Government, are established at various places in Manitoba and the 
N orth West Territories, where all information respecting land>! in the dis­
trict can be obtained and the necessary entries made to secure locations. 

Under the provisions of the resolutio.ns respecting the construction of 
the Canadian Pacific Railway, regulations respecting the disposal of the 
Government lands have recently been iss ned. These regnlations will be 
found in full among the anvertiseruents afthe end of this pamphlet. The 
regulations provide that until the fUI ther and findJ survey for the con­
stl'liction of the railway westward from Red River towards the Rocky 
Mountains, the line of the railway is assumed to be along the fourth base 
line, westerly to the intersection of the base line, by the line between 
ranges 21 and 22 west of the first principle meridian and thence in a direct 
line to the confluence of the Shell River with the Assiniboine. The country 
lying on each side of ,the line of railway is divided into five belts, as 
follows :-1, a belt of five miles on either side of the railway, and imme­
diately adjoining the same, called belt A; 2, a belt of 15 miles on either 
side of the rail way, adjoining belt A, called belt B. 3, a belt of 20 miles on 
either side of the rail way, adjoining belt B, to be called belt C; 4, a belt of 
20 miles on either side of the railway, adjoining belt C, to be called belt 
D ; and 5, a belt of 50 miles on either side of the railway, adjoining belt D, 
to be called belt E. 

Any person, male or female, who is the sole head of a family, or any 
male who has attained the age of 18 years, shall be entitled to receive free, 
on payment of the office fel: of $10, a quarter section, 160 acres, of land, 
in any of the even numbered sections in the townships throughout the 
sevel'al belts described above. A person obtaining an entry for a'home­
stead in thi'! manner shall be liable to the forfeiture thereof should he not 
become an actual occupant of the land so entered within two months of the 
date of entry and thenceforth continue to occupy and cultivate the same. 
The entry of a person for a homestead right shall entitle him, on payment 
of a fee equal in amount to that hereinafter prt:scribed for such homestead 
entry, to receive at the same time therewith an entry for an adjoining 160 
acres, or less quantity of Government lands then unclaimed, and such entry 
shall entitle su .. h person to have possession of and cultivate such land so 
,entered in addition to his homestead, but not to cut wood thereon for the 
purpose of sale or barter, and, at the expiration of the period of three years, 
or upon his BOOner obtaining a patent for his homestead, shall 
entitle him to a preemption of the land so entered, at the Government' 
price, which is $2.1)0 per acre in belts A. B. and C., $2 in belt D, and 
$1 in b~lt E. At the expiration of three years the settler or his heirs, 
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upon proof to the sal is faction of the local ugent, that he or they have r6-
sided upon anJ cultivated the homestead for the three years l~ext after 
making the entry, shall be entitled t~ a patent .for the land, ~r0V:lded such 
claimant is then a subject of Her Majesty by bLTth or naturailz.atlOn. 

The odd numbered sections in each of the townships in the various 
belts are not open for homesteads or l'r-e.emptiuns, but are specially re­
served as rail way lands and may be purchas~d from the government _p't 
these prices :-Belt A, $5 per acre; belt B, $4 ; belt C, $3 ; belt D, $"2' ; 
belt E $1. The terms _of payment are one tenth in cash at the time of 
purch;se, thQ balance in nine annual instalments. ~ith inter~st at the ra~e 
of six per cent per annum on the balance remallllDg unpaId, to be paId 
with each instalment. 

Settlers wishing to procure land can find out at any of the government 
land offices what sections are not taken up and after inspecting for them­
selves can return to the office, pay the fees amI make the llecess3lrJ entries. 

It is advisable fot· settlers to locate only on surveyed lands, as shoaM 
they go beyond the surveys they may take np land which is included in 
the school or Hudson's Bay Company's reserves, neither of which are open 
for homesteads or pre-emptions. 

I'RIVATE LANDS. 

Farms which have been partly cultivated and on whic~ some impro>­
vements have been made, such as the erection of a house, barn, stable, 
&c., can be purchaser! from private owners, wit4in a reasonable distance of 
Winnipeg, or Bome of the towns in Manitoba, at from $5 to $20 per acre. 
Uncultivated lands, in private owners hands, can be bought for from $2 
to $10 per acre. In Winnipeg there are a number of highly respectable 
and reliable rcal estate dealers. 

The Hudson's Bay Company llOW offer for sale their lands in the 
surveyed districts. They are the owners, ullder the Dominion Lands Act, 
of two sections in every surveyed towlUlhil'. Each section consists of 640 
acres, and will be sold either in block or quarter sections of HiD acres each. 
In addition to these two sections in each towntships they own a m~m1!)er of 
other lots \l hich are also offered for sale. They comprise some of the very 
Lest farms fronting on the Red and Assiniboin~ Hivers. They include 
land8 in the Lest pl'airie di!!tricts, capable of produdng the laraest and best 
crops of wheat; also land admirably adapted fOI' cattle l'lI.~ini . a.nd a 
large number of ,wood lut!!. ~he prices range ~'rom $3 to $6 per :cre and 
upwards, accordlllg to lucatlOn and other Cu·cUl11stancel!. The terms of 
payment are one-eighth of the price in cash at the time of sale and the 
balance in seven equal annual instalments, with intflre!!t at seve~- per cent, 
per annum on. the amount .due. A purclu~.ser of a farm of 160 acres,' at say 
$4 an acre, wIll only re,qUl~e to pay $80 In cash, and an equal sum every 
year for seven years, with mterest at seven pel' cent. pel' annum. A for-
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mal agreement is given him on the payment of the first instalment, which 
will be exchanged for a deed 011 the last payment being made. The title 
to the company is direct ft'om the Crown. The company' is h-tving all its 
lots in the several townships, as fast as they are surveyed, reported upon 
by competent surveyors, so that purchasers can haye cOlTect information in 
regard to the lands they desire to pnrchase. The sections in each township 
belonging to the company, are numbered 8 and 26. The principal land 
office df the company is in Winnipeg, where full information can be 
obtained by settlers a'1ld parties desiring to purchase lands. An office is. 
also open at 5 Peter Street, Montreal, where full information can also be 
obtained. The company have also a large number of lots for sale in the 
City of Winnipeg. These 'lots are being rapidly disposed of at moderate 
prices. The terms of payment are ('II1e-fifth in cash at the date of purchase and 
the balance in four equal annual instalments with interest at seven per cent. 
per annum. The company has also laid out town plots at various other 
places, where lots are being sold on tenns of payment similar to tl-.0se at 
Winnipeg. A town has thus' been laid out at \Vest Lynne, on the west 
side of Red River, next the boundary of the United States, and where a 
considerable' number of lots have already been sold. Another has been 
laid out at Rat Portage, where a station has been established on the line 
of railway from Winnipeg to Thunder Bay. Large lumber mills are now 
being built in the vicmity of this place, and there is a valuable extent of 
water mill privilege, belonging to t,he company, admirably adapted for grist 
mills. At Portage.La Prairie, 70 miles west of Winnipeg, a town has 
been in existence for some time, and a considerable number of lots sold. 
This is near the line of the railway running westward of Winnipeg, and is 
the centre of a splendid farming country: The ~.own of Goschen is now 
also been surveyed and laid out in the Prince Albert di.'ltrict on the main 
Saskatchewan River. This town will be the emporium for a large and 
rapidly increasing wheat growing and cattle raising district. Other towns 
will be laid ."ut as settlement progresses, and the necessity for them to be­
come apparent. Grist mills are in process of construction at various places 
for the aecommodation of settlers, an,l where grain is p'll'chased. The Com­
panY's Land Commissioner is Mr. C. J. Brydges. 

CONCLUSION. 

The work of the writer in this connection is completed. In the pre­
ceding pages he has endeavored to lay before his readers accurate infor. 
mation respecting Nerth Western Canada. Instead of met'ely placing be­
fore them his own impressions of the telTitory, he has compiled from various 
SOUl'ces the opinions of many who have :visited it, and has devoted con­
siderable space to the reports presented by the Britis~ agricnlttU'al dele­
gates who came out last autumn. The territory undei! consideration has 
only been refelTed to in a general way, space not permitting a detailed 
description of the various setLlements, and district:4. In odeI' to place in 
the hands €If intending settlers, full particulars as '0 th~ natul'C of the soil, 
settlements, &e., in each locality, the writer intends at an early date to 
issue a handbook: giying this information in minute detail, fOt, the use of 
·t'hose who are seeking homes in 

THE GREAT FERTILE BELT. 
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RZGULATIOHS Respecting the illsposal of certain Pnblic Lands for the uurposes of the Canadian Pacific RaJlway. 
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR, 

OTTAWA, Oct, 14, ISi9. 
Pnblic notice i~ hereby given that the fo~lowing proyisions, w~ich, shall be held 

to apply to the lands in the Pro\'ince of Mamtoba, and ~n the Terntones to the west 
and north-west thereof, are substituted for the Regnl~tJons, d~te~ the 9th July last, 
governing the mQde of disposing of the Pacific Lands ~ltuate ~'lthlD ,110 (one I~\mdr~d 
and ten) miles on each side of the line of the CanadIan Pacific RaIlway, whlCh said 
Regulations are hereby snp~rseded :- " 

1. •• Until further and tinal ~urvey of the Bald raIlway h~s been rnad,e w~st of 
t'le Bed HiHr, and for the purpose of these provisions, the ,Ime of t~lC saId rallw~y 
~'lall be a~sl1med to Le on the fourth lase \I'esterly to the m~er~ectJOn o,f ~he saId 
hase by the line between rangeR 21 and ~2 west of t~e fir~ prJllcl)J~1 rnend~a~, ~nd 
thence in a direct line to the confiuence of the f>hell HIveI' ,nth the HlYCr ASSllllb?me, 

2, "The country lyinlt on each side of the line of railway shall be respectIvely 
divided into belts, as follows: - , 

"(I) A belt of fh-e miles on either side of the railway, and immediately adjolD­
ing the same, to be called Belt A ; 

"(2) A belt of fifteen miles on either side of the railway, adjoining Bclt A. 
to be called Belt B; 

"(3) A belt of twenty miles on either side of the Jailway, adjoining Belt B, 
to be called Belt (' ; 

"(4) A belt of twenty miles on c'ther side of the railway, adjoining Belt C,. 
to be· called helt D ; and 

"(5) A belt of fifty miles on either side of the railway, adjoining BeIt D, to be­
called Belt E-

3, "The e\·en-numbered peetion!' in each township throu).:hout ~he several belts 
above described shall be open for elltry as homesteads and pre-eml'tions of 160 acres 
each respectively, 

4 ... The odd-numbered sections in each of such townships shall not, be open to 
hOIDe-stead or pre-emption, Lut shall he spccially reserved and designated as ltailway 
Land8. ' 

5, .. The Railway Lands within the sr\'eral helts shall bc sold atl the following 
rates, viz, :-In Bdt A, $5 (five dollars) per acre; in Belt B, ::i4 (four dollars) per­
acre; in Belt U. $3 (threc dollars) pel' acre; in Belt D, $2 (two dollars) per acrc; in 
Belt E, $1 (one dollar) per acre; and the terms, f sale of such land !lhalll)e as follows, 
viz :-One-tenth in cash at the time of pnrchase ; thc loalance in nine equal annual 
instalments, with interest at the rate of six per cent, pCI' annum on the balauce of 
llUrchase money from timc to time remaining unpaid, to be prud with each instalment. 

6. "Tile Pre-emption Lan,ls within the several helts shall be sold tor the prices. 
and on the tcrmH respectively as follows :-In the Belts A. Band C, at $2,50 (two 
dollars and fifty cents) per acTe'; in Belt D. at ~:! (two dollars) per acre; Rnd in Belt 
E, at $1 (one dollar) per ~cr~, The terms of payment to be four,tenths of the pur­
chase m?ney, together WIth mterest 011 the latter at the rate of 6 per ccnt. per annum, 
to ,be,pal,d at the ,end of thrce years from. the date of entry; the re,mainder to be 
paId lD SIX equ/ll Instalments annually from and after the saId date with interest at 
the rat a bove mentio~ed on such portions of the purchase mon~y as may remain 
unp,lid, to be paid with each instalment. • 

7, .. All payments for Hailway Lands, and also for Pre,emption Lands within the' 
several Helts, shall be in ~ash, ,and /lot in scrip or milit~ry or police hounty warrants. 

S. All moneys rece ve.lm payment of Pre-emptIOn Lands shall inure to and 
fonn part of the fund for rail way p:lrposes, in a similar manner t) the moneys received' 
in payment of Railway Lands, 

9, ,. These provisions 8~all be retroactive so far as relates to any IKId aU entries; 
of Homestead and Pre-emptIOn Lands, or sales of Railway La.n.d.s obta.inedi or mad.e.. 



NORTH WESTERN CANADA. 87 

under the Regulations of the 9th of July, hereby superseded; any payments made in 
elCcess of the rate hereby affixed shall be credited 0n account of sales of such lands. 

10. "The Ordt-r·in·Council of the 9th November, 1877, relating to the settlemenL 
of the lands in Manitoba which had been previously withdrawn for Railway purposes, 
having been cancelled, all claims of persolJs who settled in good faith on lands under 
the said Order·in·Council shall be dealt with under these provisions, as to price of 
Pre.emptions, according to the belt in which such lands may be situate. Where a 
person may haveta.ken up two quarter.sections under the said Onler-in-Council, he 
may retain the quarter-section upon which he has settled, as a Homestead, and the 
other quarter-section as a Pre-emption, under tbese provisions, irres}Jective of whether 
Ruch Homestead and Pre-emption may be found to be upon an even-numbered sec· 
tion or ot!Jer ... ise. Auy moneys paid by ~ch person on account of the lands entered 
by him under the paid Orner·in·Council, "ill be credited to him on account of his 
Pre.emption purcha.se. uuder these proviRio>ls. A person who may have taken up 
one quarter.section under the Order·in-Council mentioned will be allowed to retain 
the same a~ a Ho:nestead, and will be permitted to enter a second qua.rter-section as a 
Pre·emption, the money paid on account of the land previously entered t'J be credited 
to him on account of ~uch Pre.empt on. 

II. "All entries of lands shall b, subject to the following provisions respecting 
the right of way of the Canadian Pacific RaillVay, or of any Government colonization 
railway connected therewith, viz. : 

a "In the case of the railway crossin-! bUll entered as a Homestead, the right 
of way thereo" and also any land which may be require,! fe1r station purposes, shall 
be free to the Government. 

b "Where the railway eros 'es Pre·emDtion or Rail way Lands, entered subse· 
quent to tbe date bereof, the Government may take possession of such portion tbereof 
as may Le required for ri.:.(ht of way or for station grounds or ballast p·ts, and the 
owner shall only be enhtled to claIm payment for the land so taken, at the same rat" 
per aere as he may have paid th~0\' .. rol1lent for the same. 

c "In case, on the tinalloc on of tlbc railway through lands unsurveyed, or 
surveyed hut not entered for a the time, a person is fOllnd in oconpation of land 
whicb it may be desirable in the public intere,t t, retain, the Gon'rnl1lent reserves 
the right to hke· possession of such land. paying the squatter the value of any im­
provements he may have made thereon. 

12. "Claims to Public Lands arising from settlemont after the date hercof, in 
territory unsurveyed at the time of such settlement, and which may be embraced 
within the liJ:llits affected by the above policy, or by 1 he extension thereof in the' 
future ~)ver additional territory, will be ultimately dealt wit.h n accordance with the 
terms prescribed above for the lands in the particular helt in which such settlement 
may be found to be situate, subject to the operation of sub-section c of section 11 of 
these provisions. 

1:~. "All entries after the (late hereof of unoccupied lands in the Saskatchewan 
Agency, will be considered as provisional until the railway line through that rart of 
the territories has been located, after· which the same will be finally disposed of ill 
aCl!ordauce with these provisions, as the same may apply to the particular belt in 
which such lands may be found to be situated, subjec~, as a':iove, to the operation of 
sub-se',tion c of section 11 of these provisious. 

H. "With a view to encouraging settlement by cheapening the (03t of building 
material, the Government reserves the right to grant licences, renewable yearly. 
under S3ction 52 of the' Dominion Lands Act, lS~:I,' to cut merchantabl,e tinlber on 
any lands situa'ed within the several belti ah?ve described, and any settlement 
upon, or sale of lands within, the territory covered by such licenses, shall for the time 
being be subject to the operation of sllch licenses. 

15. c. The above provis:ons, it will, of course, be ItDLlerstood will not affect sec· 
t'OIftl 11 and 29. which are public school lands, or sections 8 aud 26, Hudson's Bay 
Company's lands. 

"Any further -informaton necessary may be obtained on application at the 
Dominion Lands OffiJe, Ottawa, or from the agent of DominionLands', 'Winnipeg, or 
from any of the local agents in Manitoba or the Territuries." 

By order of the Minist~r of the Interior, 
LI,NDSA Y RUSSELL, J. S. DENNIS, 

Surveyor Gemral. Deputy of the Minister 0/ the 1nterior. 
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The reliable Route. and the one having the least transfers, finest equipments, 

best accommedation, courteous empl9yees, eta., is the 

Chica,go ~nd. North Western :By's, 
"CHICAGO, ST. PAUL &"MINNEAPOLIS LINE." 

The" Chicago, St. Paul & Minneap.olis Lin~" is ~omposed of the Chic:\go &; North 
\Veaterl1, and Chicago, St. Paul &; MmneapolIs R,llways, and passengers to securll 
the advantages of the line, should 00 sure their tickets read as above, and 

Not by any other Line Having a Similar name. 

This is the Great Governmep.t Express and Mail Route to 

Manitoba, Dakota and the North- West 
Forming the cnnnecting link between CHICAGO and the NEW COUNTRY of 

FERTILE SOIL, ABUNDANT CROPS, HEALTHY CLIMATE, &c., &c., 
which is being rapidly settled by an industrious, intelligent and energetic 

class of people. This the only through line from Chicago that makes 
a cJnnection' al; St. Paul with the 

st. l'a.u1. Minnea.polis a.nd Ma.nitboba. a.nd li1'orthem l'a.ci1l.c Il.a.ilwa.ys, for 
Winnip3g', :Blsma.r~k, Bra.1nerd, I1reckenridie, Fishe'rs La.nd· 

insr, 1n the 'C':cJ.on :Depot. 

This is now the established 

All Rail Route to Manitoba t 
And Passengers for that country, and St. BONIFACE and \YINNIFEG, should ask 

for snu he aure their Tickets read Grand Trunk, lireat Western, or 
Canada Southern Railways to Detroit; Michi~an Central 

Hailway to Chicago; Chicago. St. Paul & :\Iinneapolis 
r.ine, Chicago to St. Paul. 

(Or Chicago, and'North Western and Chicago, St. Paul & ~inneapoli8 Ry's.) 

St. Paul, Minneapolis &; Manitoba and Canada Padfic Ry., St. Paul to Winnipeg. 

The St. PauI,Minneapolis & !\lanitoba Railway,and its Northern Extension-Canada 
Pacilic,are the only Ry'e runnillg down the Valley of the Red River of the North. 

Any Ticket Agent of the GRAND TRUNK, GREAT WESTERN. OANADA 
SOU rHERN, or other Eastern Trllnk Line, will sell you tickets via this route, and 
will be glad to furnish you Maps, Time Tables. ana other information about it. Do 
not ~ ~ursuaded. to buy via any othe~ line.~util rou h~ve examined into the merits 
of thlsiine .. Wr~te to or~all upon SAMUEL BEATTY, General Canadian Freight 
Agent for thIS L:ne, ROBsln House, TorontG, for rate! for your Freight, Emigrants' 
Moveables, Household Goods, Hordci. etc. He will give you the vel'y lowest 
obtainahie ratel, and will aid you in m~ving. 
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INSPECTION 
-OF-

WEIGHTS and MEASURES. 
-------.•. -------

The Act respecting Weights and Measures, XXXVI Vic., Chap. 47, 
came into operation on the 1st of July, 1875, under the proclamation 
published in the Canada Gazette of 26th December, ]874. 

The duties of Excise upon Spirits theretofore computed by the old 
Wine gallon have peen since that date ('omputed-as provided in the Acts 
above cited-by the Imperial gallon, the rate of such duty being as 
follows ;-

On Spirits theretofore s(lbject to 75 cents per Wine gallon, 90 cents 
per Imperial or Standard gallon of the strength of proof. 

It may be obsel'ved that, the Wine gallon containing 231 cubic inches, 
and the Imperial or Standard gallon 277-274, quantities stated in Wine 
gallons lhay be reduced to Imperial gallons by deducting one-sixth-or, 
quantities stated in Imperial gallons may be converted into Wine galluns 
by adding one-fifth, thus:--

20 Imperial or Standard gallonfj = 24 Wine gallons. 
24 Wine gallons = 20 Imperial gallons. 

A. BRUNEL, 

DEPARTMENT OF INLAND REVENUE, 

31st January, 1879. 

Commissioner oj Inland Revenue. 
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REAL ESTATE 

Office of JOH N SCH U L TZ, 
505 ~...A..:CJ:N'" ST::eEET. 

A large number of improved and unimproved 
Farms for sale on easy terms. 

-
LANDS IN THE SETTLEMENT BELT. 

FINE MILL SITES AT THE PEMBINA 
MOUNTAINS; 

--------
T8wn Lot~, lIt Wlnn,ipe:g, Sle:lli::,il'lk 

3Hl({ at) POI?'t,ago :r~aPr>alvJ,e@ 

BUSINESS AND OTHER BUILDINGS FOR RENT 
IN WINNIPEG AND AT SELKIRK. 

-
PROPERTIES IN OTHER PARTS OF CANADA 

TAKEN IN PART PAYMENT OF LANDS. 
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PUBLIC 'WORKS DEPARTMENT. 

THE HON. HECTOR LOUIS LANGEVIN,C.B. 
MiNISTER OF PUBLIC WORKS. 

PERMANENT OFFICERS OF THE DEPARTMENT: 

G. F. BAILLAIRGE, Deputy of the Minister. 

S. CHAPLEAU, Secretary. 

J'. W. HARPER, Paymaster. 

T. S. SCOTT, Chief Architect. 

H. F. PERLEY, Chief Engineer. 

O. DIONNE, Chief Accountant. 

W. H.' AIKENS, } A . j.. tAt t SSlSoan ccoun an s. 
J. VERREAliLT, 

T. H. ALLEN, Correspondence Clerk. 
C. MCCARTHY, Curator of Plans, &c. 
L. LEFEBAnRE, Clerk of Records. 

F. J. McKAY," " 
P. CARTIER, 

H. TALBOT, 

J. 0., CihE, 
W. H. LEWIS, 

" 
" 
" 
" 

H. POTVIN, t "I" 

J ~,. ess~r gor.!. 
H. O'NEIL, 

" 

" 
" 
" 
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GRAND TRUNK RAILWAY 
OF CANADA. 

OYl8 i~OO MILlS DHDl8 OHl MAHAGlMlHT 
-TO-

-AND THE-

NORTH WESTERN TERRITORIES. 
Emigrants from Europe to the rich wheat-producing lands of Manitoba, 

and the Agricultural and Mining distriets of British Columbia, will find 
the cheapest and best route via Quebec or Portland and the Grand Trunk 
Railway of Canada. 

This is the legitimate route to the North West, affording a continous 
trip and making direct connections with the steamer lines from Sarnia and 
Collingwood, and by rail throuf5h to Fort Garry, Winnipeg, and all points 
in the North West Territories. 

Passengel's arriving at Quebec or Portland are transferred with their 
baggage free to the railway trains, which run alongside the vessel at the 
whalf. 

Depots or Stations for the reception of emigrants are pl'Ovided at 
Quebec, Sherbrooke, Montreal, Ottawa, Kingston, Toronto, Hamilton, 
London, (Ont.) and Winnipeg, whel'e full information will be afforded and 
prompt assistance rendered to intending settlers lay the Emigration Agents. 

Information as to passage tickets and rates of passage by the various 
lines, can be obtained upon application at the Office of the Grand Trunk 
Railway, 21 Old Broad Street, London, E. C. and the offices of the 
Canadian Steamship I ... ines in Liverpool, and throughout Europe. 

TO SPORtsMEN AND EXCURSIONISTS. 
Tickets will be issued by all rail, or by rail and the Lakes to the various-

points in the North West during the sporting season. ' 
Apply for full information to stea.mship agents at Liverpool and in Europe and 

at the office of the Gra.nd Trunk Railway, 21 I.)ld Broad Street, London, E. C. ' 

JOSEPH HZCK9Q_. 
General Manaaer, Grand Tnmk l{ailwa3", 
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I. O. BAKER., St. Louis, Wo. I W. O. CONRAD, Fod Bente •. 
C. E. CONRAD, Fort Macleod. JNO. H. CONRAD, For. MoKinney. 

I. G. BAKER & 00., 
FORTS MACLEOD AND WALSH, N.W.T. 

EA8TERN OFFICE, 219 OLIVE 8T., ST. LOUI8, MO., 

MONTANA OFFIO£, FORTS BENTON AND HELENA. 

BANKERS, FREIGHTERS 
INDIAN TRADERS, 

STE.Al:v.:t:EO.A T O~:t'TE:::eS, 

WHOLESALE ,\.1m BETAIL DlIAl.KRS IN 

GENERAL MERCHANDISE 
AND PROPRIBTORS OF 

From. Ea.atem Cana.da to the North·Wost Territory. 

Wa-are in receipt of a larger stock of Assorted Mereh!mdise than any 
other house in the N orib-West. Special indueements 10 Cash Buyers. 

Will Pay the Highest Bates for Rob~s a.nd Furs. 

Will COntrac~ Freight from all Eastern Cities 10 all Points in the North­
West. Will INSURE Goods na the llisilouri RiTE'r. ,., 

• 
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CHARLES RAYMOND" 
MANUFACTURER OF 

LOCK -STITCH & CHAIN -STITCH 

SEWING 
MACHINES, 

To, Work by Hand or Foot Power; 

LIGHT RUNNING, BEST WORK MANSHIP, DURABLE, 

WITH LATEST IMPROVEMENTS, 

FOR HOME AND FOREIGN MARKETS.· 

Guelph, Ontario, - - Canada. 

GENERAL AGENT FOR MANITOBA, 

J. R. CLElYIENTS, 
"W"INNIPEG. 
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NORTHERN PACIFIG RAILROAD. 

The only Bonded Line making connection with Canadian Steamers at 

Duluth for 

GRAND FORKS, FISHER'S LANDING; 
ST. VINCENT, WINNIPEG; 

-AND ALL POINTS IN-

-ALSO rOlt-

GLYNDON, FARGO, BISMARCK) 
AND ALL POINTS IN 

Dakota, Montana, 
-AND THB--

BLACK HILLS. 

Daily Express Trains with ELEGANT SLEEPING CARS at· 

taehed, Duluth to Glyndon, connecting directly with St. Paul, Min· 

neapolis and Manitoba Railway for WINNIPEG and all points 

WEST OR NORTH OF GLYNDON; 
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ACTON BURROWS, 
OFFBRS FOR SALI 

VALUABLE FARM LANDS 
Town Lots & Water Privileges, 

IN VARIOUS S~;CTIONS OF 

.um THE 

NORTH-WEST TERRITORIES. 

Having travelled extensively through the North-West, he has a 
thorough knowledge of the quaJity of the lands in the seTeral dis\ricts. 
He intends spending the sumlller of 1880 in 

SELECTING LANDS 
For purchase, and is now prepa.red t<t ILrrange to make looations for 
persons wishing to secure ya-hlaole inTeiiments. 

Money invested on firs\-nlass mortgage secmity ILt 12 per oent. per 
annum, interest payable half...,e&rly. 

Communications may be addt'essed to 

lYIr. Burrows, 
At either 

WINNIPEG, March, 1880. 
OTTAWA OR WINNIPEG. 
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THE ~ANITOBA 

FREE PRESS, 

TilE FJlEE ~IIESS 
Is the Best Advertising Medium possible tlmmgh which to 

reach the people of Manitoba, and the best 

NEWSPAPER TO READ TO GAIN INFORMATION 
-ABOUT THE-

PRAIRIE PROVINOE. 

StTESCIl.IPTION Il.ATES :-Weekly, $2.50 (Ten Shilling's Storlingorper 
Yea.r; Da.ily, 2S cents per week. ACLva.nce Pa.ymeut. 

ADVliIIl.TISING Il.ATES :-Furnished upon Applica.~ion. 

KENNY & LUXTON, PUBLISHERS, 
VTINNIPEG, JY.[ANI TOEA. 
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HUGH SUTHERLAND & BROS., 

((}tJN1tIl~fIJfttJ.S 

~ !lJltIIEJJEJlS~ 
DEALERS IN ALL KINDS OF 

LUMBER, SHINGLES, LATHS, 
DOORS~ SAS:a::ElE3, 

:BLINDS, MOULDINGS, ETC. 

PLANING MILL & FACTORY, 

WATER ST., in rear of Methodist Church, 

WINNIPEG. 

BRANCH LU M BER YARDS 
-AT-

Portage la Prairie and West LY'nn. 
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-rItZ SltOE'I' :aOt1'1'lD 
-BETWEEN THE-

EAST & THE WEST' , . , 
--CONNECTING AT--

Suspension Bridge and Buffalo with New York Central, and Hudson 
River, and Erie Railways for Rochester, New York, Boston and all 

points East. At Toronto with Grand Trunk, for Montreal, 
Quebec and all points in Lower Provinces; and at Detroit 
, with Michigan Central, Detroit, Grand Haven and 

Milwaukee Railways, and Local Michigan Lines 
for Saginaw, Grand Rapids, Milwaukee, 

Chicago, St. Louis, San Francisco and 
all points in the Great West. 

Throtigh W &~er PaJace Sleeping Cars between New ~rk,Boaton. 
Rochester, Detroit- and Chicago. Splendid Day Coaches and'~moking 
Cars on alI Express Trains.. ~ This is the only line running the 
popular Dining Cars. on .A:tla~tic and. Pacific Express Trains between 
Suspension Bridge and Chica.go, in connection with Michiga.n Central 
Railway, furnishing Meals at uniform prices of seventy-five cents. 

rES' The accommodation afforded by this 

~.:A.NITOB.A 

Line to I'amilies moving to Manitoba is first-class in every respect,' and 
it is now admitted to be the cheapest and most popular route t(dha 

'!'VEST. 
P""engers travelling by the Great Western Railway pass in fullrview of 

1\11agara Falls (without change of cars or transfer of baggage) an 
advantage offered by no other Road. 

WM. EDGAR, F. BROUGHTON, 
General Paeoenger ApDt.' Gene ... l M.mrCtr. 
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JARVIS & BERRIDGE, 
(Successors to Macaulay & Jarvis,) 

IUNVYACTURBRS)Y AND DEALBR.!! IN 

!umlutltt ~hinglt5, Jath, 
ETC .. ETC. 

~ '''~I, alN<l) Wlif&~ :lSS@flI'BlJ S'l'QCH of14 W~J'S 

aN 6;!lNlI. 

Flooring, Siding and Ceiling of all 
grades. Sash and Doors of 

every descri ption. 

CASH PRICES LOWEST in the MA.RKET. 
Liberal Discounts to Builders and Contractors. 

OFFICE AND ~,UMBER YARD, 

Notre Dame St. East, WinniPeg, Man. 



lOb 

The Guden of the North-West. 

THE LITTLE SASKATCHEWAN DISTRICT. 

The aettlementof the beJ,utiful and fertile valley of the Little Saakatchewan, commenced in 1871, 
r:~th~ed~~dIJ" that thousands of prosperous farmen are now cultivating the magnificent 

The country is undulating, Is well watered, and haa .. surface soil of rich black loam, from five 
to eight feet deep, with clay sub-soil. 

it pn>duces the finest crops of wheat, oats, barley, beans, peas, pota.toes, roots, hops, and vege· 
tables. , 

There are already several thriving Vjillage. on the river, and the Odanah Land Syndicate is about 
to layout a town at, the pqint at which ~lie Little Saskatchewan will be croased by the main line olthe 

Near whera the Post Office and Government Land Office have been situate for some time. Througb 
Telegraph communication will be established this spring. 

The Canadian Government has decided o"e immediate construction of the Second Section of 
the Canada Pacific Railway West of Winnipeg, which will pass through Odanah and ba in operati~n in' 
1881. Several Railways, to act aa feeders to the main line and converge at tbis point, are under pro­
motion. 

The falms open for ale and settlement are in grass, bluffs of trees beiog picturesquely scat,tered 
over them, providing the settlera with timber for fuel, fencing, and building purposes. Years of labor 
are not required to cutaway timber and render the land fit for cultiva.tion. The sod can be ploughed 
in the spring, seed sown and roots planted, and crops secured in tbe a.utumn. Tbe l~nd produces an, 
inexhaustible BUpp:y of bay, and tbousapds of cattle and sbeep can be grazed. 

The distance from Winnipeg, the {'resent terminus of railway communication, is but 140 miles. 
Excellent waggon roads lead to the distrIct, wbich will be supplied wi$h railway communication next 
year. Actual Farm Settlers can secure 

ISO-Acres Free-ISO 
From the Government, witb the right of purchasing 160 acres at a reduced rate. The Government 
offers tbe alternate Bections for aaie, without enforcing settlement. 

Th, 'Syndieate owns a large and valuable tract of la.nd at the Railway Crossing, and now ofters 
several water privil_, and a large number of town loIs for sale. Saw and Flouring Millen and' other 
buain_ m~n requiring locations, ean obtain maps and further particulars by applying to 

ROSS, ROSS & KILLAM, 
Solicitors to the Syndicate, 

WDiNIPEG, March, 1880. 
WINNIPEG, MANITOBA. 
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~ I~PORT.A.NT ~ 

-TO-

INTENDING SETTLERS IN MANITOBA 

SIXTY THOUSAND ACRES 
-OF-

SELECT FARMING LANDS 
Ill, tlee picinity of ,)finnipeg~ alUi tlee parious 

Settlements of tlee Propince of Manitoba 

and Hortle- Jrest~ at tlee lowest 

Casle Prices. 

FOR SA.LE BY 

MESSRS. ROSS, ROSS & KILLAM, 

VTINNIFEGJ :f!v1:ANITOEA. 

Land.s purchased. on Commission; Good. Titles. 

March 1st, 1880. 
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PACIFIC HOTEL. 

THOMAS HA VERT Y, Proprietor. 

:M:~in Street, Winnipeg, :M~nitob~. 

This house has been finished and fitted up in first-class style and is 
now open to the public. Its situation is the finest in the city, being 
close to the steamboat lauding and within easy distance of the principal 
business houses. 

Pa.rticular attention paid to commercial men and tourists, and satis­
faction guaranteed, both as to price and accommodation. 
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MICHIGAN CENTRAL 

--THE ONLY DIRECT--

ALL-RAIL ROUTE 
--TO AND FROlI ALL--

Canadian Cities and St. Paul, St. Vincent, St. 
Boniface, Winnipeg, Fargo, Bismarck, 

and all points in Manitoba and the 
Northwest States & Territories. 

T nrol1gh Tickets via this Popular ROllte 
Can be obtaineil at alll'rincipal Railway and Steamboat Offices in the United 

States and Canadas, and at General Office, :No. 153 .Jefferson Ave., 
Detroit, where Sleeping and Parlour Car accommodatioUli 

ean be secured by telegram or letter. 

FOR ANY INFORMATION REGARDING THIS HOl"TE APPLY TO 

A. J. HARLOW, General Eastern Passenger Agent, 201 Washington St., Boston. 
C. A. WARREN, I W. J. WILEY, 

Pass. and T'kt Agt. Detroit, Mich. Travelling Agent, Toronto, Onto 

E. O. BROWN, 
Assistant General Superintendent, Jac}cson. 

H.,B. LEDYARD, 
General Manager, Detroit. 

HENRY O. WENTWORTH, 
General PasMenger and Ticket Agent, Chicago. 
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W. H. LYONS, H. SWINFORD, 
President. 8ec.-Treas. 

THE WINNIPEG & WESTERN 

~ttansplldathrn <!Vnmpauu . 
<LI:::tY.rITED.l 

Run Regular Dally Line Steamers between 

Making close connection with Trains on 

st. Paul, Minneapolis & Manitoba R.R., 
-AND-

STEAMERS ON THE ASSINIBOINE RIVER, 

TO ALL FOINTS, 

As long as Navigation will permit. 

E. V. HOLCOMB, General Manager. 
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Government of Canada. 

POST OFFICE SAVINGS BANK. 

1. Three hundred Post Olliee S"villgs Banks in Ont .. rio and Quebec are open daily for the receipt 
and repayment of deposits, during the ordinary hours of Post Office bu.illes •. 

2, The direct security of the Dominion is given by tbe Statute for all deposits made. 
3. Any persnn may have a deposit "ccount, and may deposit yearly anv number 01 dollars from $1 

up to :$::lOU, or mure with the penl1i~~iull of the POl:Jtmaster·Gelieral. 
4. Deposits may he made by married women, and deposits so maJe, or made by women who shall 

afterward8 marry, will be repaiu to allY such woman. 
5. As respects children under ten years of age, money may be deposited-
FIRSTLy-By a p"rent or friend as Tn.stee for the child, in which case the <leposit. can be with­

drawn by the Trustee until the child shall att~in the age of ten years, after which time repayment will 
be made only all the joint receipts of both Trustee alld child. 

SECONDLy-In the child's own name-and, if BO deposited, rep"yment will not be made until the 
child shall attain the age of ten years. 

6. A depositor in any of the Saving_ Bank Post Offices ma.v continue his deposits at any other of 
such offices, without notice or change of PU!oIS Book, a.nd <.:all withul"'d.w muney at that Sa~illb'S Bal1k Office 
which is most convenient to him .. For illl:ltancc, if he makes hil'l finlt depo~it at th~ ~~\,\'ings Bank at 
Cobourj(, he make further deposits at, or withdraw his money through, the PO:it Utfice Bank at Colling­
wood or Quebec, Sarnia., Brockville, or any pla.ce which may be convenient to him, whether be continues "0 r~bide at Cobourg or remove to some other place. 

time
7 th~";;':~~~;i~;~i~uJt~~~;~~: !~~~:,o~:J ~~i~~~~ ~i~inP~~~~~~w~~r~o:~~~~erh~~~~ 

'by the POBtmaster receh ing or paying the same. 
8. Each depositor's account is kept in the Postmaster·Oeneral's Office, in Ottawa, and in addition to 

the Postmaster's receipt in the Pat's Huok, a direct acknowled,.,'111eut from the Pos.master·General for 
each sum paid ill i. sent to the depositor. If this acknowledgment doe. not reach the dcpusitor within 
ten days from the date of his deposit, he must apply immedIately to the Postmaster-Gelleral, by letter, 
being careful to give his address, an·l, if necessary, write again, because the PQ!3tmaster"s receipt or 
entry in the Pass Book is not sufficient without the further receipt for the money from Ottawa. 

9. Every depo~itor mU8t send his Book, once a. year, viz., on the anniversary of his first deposit, for 
comparison with the Books of the Department, and for insertion of interest. The Book will be returned 
to him by first mail. At no othel' tim" shuuld " depositor suffer bis Book to be out of his own poses­
sion. 

10. When a depositor wishes to withdraw money, he can do 80 by applying to the Postmaster~ 
General, who will send him by return mltil a cheque for the an:ount, payable at whatever Savings Bank 
Post Otllee the depositor may have named in his application. 

11. Interest at the rate of 4 per cent. per annum is allowed on deposits, and the interest is added to 
the principal on the 30th June in each year. 

12. Postll'asten "1'. forbidtien by law to disclose the name of aoy depositor, or the amount of any 
sum deposited or withdrawn. 

13. No cbarge I. made to depositors on paying in or drawing out money. nor for Pass Books nor 
for postage on cummunications with the PostmD.9ter·General lfi relation to their deposits. • 

14. The P":,,t~ ... ter-General Is ILI~aY8 ready to. receive and attend to all applications, complaintB, or 
b~~~~e~~~muDleatlOn. addressed to him by deposltur. or others, relath'e to Post Office Savmgs Bank 

Offic~6'in,\~~lb~':\~';;,~~t,S!0 tf:.e t~~Ir(];'~i~s P~:~:l ~~i~~~ffice Savings Bank may be seen at any pon 

POST OFFlca DBPARTMJl.:NTJ 
Ottawa, J Knuary. 18~U. 
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CUSTOMS DEPARTM ENT. 
REGULATIONS GOVERNING TRAVELLERS' CARRIAGES, ETC., 

CROSSING THE FRONTIER. 

To ensure uniformity at the frontier ports in dealing with "carriages 
of travellers and carriages laden with merchandise," and to afford the 
utmost facility to parties visiting the Dominion for transient purposes, 
consistent with the protection of the Revenue, the Minister of Ollstoms 
has approved of the following "Regulations and Restrictions." 

1st. Regular stages and hacks, when the owners or the drivers are 
known to the officers, may be allowed to cross the frontier and return, 
within two days, without being required to make an entry at the Custom 
House, subject only to the ordinary examination, search and inspection. 

2nd. Travellers intending to remain within the Dominion for a longer 
period than two days are required in all cases to report and enter their 
horses, carriages and travelling equipage; and in cases where they do 
not intend to leave at the same point at which they enter, or are uncer­
taip. on that point, they will deposit with the Collector the full amount of 
duty on such horses, carriages, and other dutiable articles, to btl returned 
only on their furnishing satisfactory evidence that the same articles have 
been returned unchanged to the United States. Travellers intending to 
leave at the port of entry may be allowed to enter as above, and, in lieu 
of cash, to give a bond, with an approved resident surety, covering the 
amount of duty, and with the additional condition that such bond shall 
be enforced if the time specified therein be exceeded. 

3rd. The time to be allowed travellers in either case shall not ex­
ceed one calendar month; and if that time be exceeded, the entries shall 
be <lonsidered bona fide entries for duty, and be included in the accounts 
of the port. 

4th. All moneys received by Collectors on deposit, under the above 
regulations, shall be, if possible, deposited ad interim in a bank, in the 
Collector's name; and if there is no bank available, then in some other 
place of security under the Collector's credit, and a separate account of 
the receipt and disposal of such deposit should be sent quarterly to the 
Department. 

5th. The entries in such case should contain such a description of 
the horses, carriages, etc., as would enable the Collector or other officer 
to identify them on their leaving the Dominion; and a copy shall be fur­
nished the OWDer or other person making such entry, which shall be his 
permit for travelling in the country. 

CUSTOMS DEPARTMENT, 
Ottawa, January 1st, 1879. 

J. JOHNSON, 
Commissioner of Custom" 
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DOMINION ~f CiHIDi GOY[RNM[NT RlllWAY. 

INTERCOLONIAL SYSTEM. 
Connecting at Halifax (in winter) and Rimouski (in summer) with the 

Powerful First Class Steamships of the 

ALLAN ROYAL MAIL LINE, 
TO AND FROM LIVERPOOL WEEKLY. 

At St. John, N. B., with the St. John and Maine Railway,_nd Inter­
national Steamship Line to and from Portland, Boston, 

New York, aud.all points in 

NEW' ERG-LARD STATES. 
At Pictou and Point du Chene with the Prince Edward Steam Nav. 

Coy. Steamers to and from Charlottetown, Georgetown and Bummerside, 
during navigable seallon, and from these points to all stations. on the 

PRINCE EDWARD ISLAND RAILWAY SYSTEM. 
A t Point Levis, (Quebec,) connections are made with the 

GRAND TRUNK RAILWAY 
To all points between Portland and Chicago. And there with the C. & 
N. W., C. M. &. St. P. Railway, to St. Paul, and from St. Paul with the 

St. P. & P., to St. Vincent, where connections are made with the 

CANADIAN PACIFIC RAILWAY 
-FtIH-

MANITOBA and the CmEA' HORTH WESllf llfERRITORY. 
Through rates for Passengert!l and Freight can be obtained on application. 
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1VLA~ITOEA_ 
The Shortest and Uheapelt Way to go is by the 

Collingwood Lino, 
Splendid Powerf"l Steamers built spocially for Lake Superior. 

(900 Tons.) (850 Tons.) (900 Tons.) 

THE ROUTE.-The best way to tra,el i. by the Quick Lake Route. The time through is about the 
same as .. all rail," whlle you arrive at the end of your journey benefitted by the trip. 

Ii!fI' LOOK AT THE MAP.-The Collingwood Line Route. 
Is TIlB NEAREST to the Lake by 70 miles from any place in Ontario, East 01 Guelph. 
Ia THE I".'DB ROUTE, giving pleasant calm sailing along the sheltered route of the Georgian Bay 

and Great Nort\> Manitoulin Cbannel. 
Is TilE SHORTEST, being 100 miles sborter hy Lake tban any other to Duluth, Duluth is nearer Win­

nipeg than St. Paul, so take tbe Collingwood Lake Route, and save O"E TnousAND ~lILES of Railway 
travel! 

THE CONNECTIONS. 
AT TORONTO, the Grand Trunk trains connect with the Northern Railway~ where porters are in at~ 

tendance to look after baggage, without expense or trouble. CMck your baggage to Toronto. Car­
loads of Houst:hold Goods or Live :stock are sent through to Collingwood without any change. 

AT HAMILTON. the Great Western connects with the Hamilton and Nortb-Western Railwo.y, whose 
trains run through direct from Port Dover to Collingwood. • 

AT COLLINGWOOD, the 'l'rains run down tbe Dock alongside the Steamers, this mak"" a saving lor 
each family going via Colliugwood. of at least three or four dollars. 

AT DUL UTH. the Dock and Railway Station are alongside, and your baggage is put on board the 
Nortbern P.cific cars free-now that the Railway to Winnipeg is finished, you go right through by 
train to Winnipeg. ' 

~r~~0~S~~9P.1~;~;;~:-J~;: s~~:~a~~S!~C~~~~~';;a~C,~~ef!o~t~:.'! ~~~~V;idr~!~er;fu; ~. 
for tea supplied free. Hot meals at 250. each. Bring your own bedding and eating utensils, and 
make yourself comfortable. 

BAGGAOE.-150 Ibs. of Emigrant effects will be taken Iree with each full ticket. Our Agent at 
Duluth, Mr. J. T. Rose, will meet the Steamer, and without charge assist you in attending to your 
baggage. 

RATES.-This Route will alwars be the CHEAPEST. Families will save from $25 to $30 each as against 
going by All-Rail. Children under 5 years taken free, from 5 to 12 half fare, over 12 full fare. 

SPECIAL EXCURSIONS by Special Trains on the Northern and Hamilton and North-Western 
Railways will be made up for parties at rates far lower than in any other way, and the cal'loads of 
freight and goods for these parti"" will be sent lorward togetber. 

It is agreed by everybody that the CIIEAPBST way to get to Manitoba is by water; now this 
COllingwood Route being sheltered for half the way, it is the pleasantest, and it takes now only 
one day longer than IIAU4Ra.il." 

B' Whcn the (:ana.la PacUlc 18 opene.1 via Tlmndel' Bay, thiN will bc- thc "D':li 
"Bee Line," and quickest IConte whether Lake Or Ilail. 

EUltOl'RU' nUliGIlAXTS. 
When exchanging or purchasing Ticl<eh on bm",.1 .ltll) or at Qncbec, wlIl al4k for 

and obtain Tickets vin l:ollin::;wood. 

For all information apply to all Grand Trunk and Royal Mail Line Agents, and 

General Traffic Agent, Collingwood Line, 

35 TONGE S'l'ltI:ET, 'l'ORONTO. 
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HARDWARE. 

MULHOLLAND BROTHERS 
828 Main8treet, Winnipeg, Man., 

Keep constantly on hand a large and well·allBorted stock of 

Shelf a Heavy Bardware, 
STOVES & TIN"W" ARE. 

CUTLERY or TIB HI8T lAKES. Nitkol, Silver Ad Silver· plated SpeOlB ana 'orb. 

BUILDBRS' HARDWABB. 
fPElaters' Toola, with a full aSlortment of Disaton'8 celebrated SaWIJ. Buildm, 

Paper, tarred and plain; Carpet Felt. 

Coal Oil La::t:Xl.ps. 
~ar'V'esti::c.8' 'rools. 

Bcyth .. , 8nath8, CndleI, Forkl, Hoel, Shove18, Spades, JOwltt'l Renowned Fil .. , Axel. Orou Cu\ 
Sa .... Belting, Lac. Leather, Soap Stone and other Pr.cklntr. Manilla Rope. 

Deep Sea Line. TwIne, OaklUD, Trape. Camp Outflts. 

Guns of Ilnut EDlflilh Make.. Cartridge C .... , Ammunition. Paints, Colours. Glue. 00., LIDIHCI 
(raw and boiled), Lard. Seal, Tannen, Lubricating. Turpentinl8, Jap&DI, 

Varnishel, 01"', Putty. 

Cut Naill, Clinch NaUl, Blr.cklmith and Carri~ Maken' SuppU •• , Hone Naill, Horee &bou, Car-

riage SPrlngaAn~~.Vi~a:: ~r:I'~~IDng~ ~'~~~, ~ri!d.!'::'f..lron, Chaine, 

Immigrants will save considerably by buying from us, as we make thei .. 
Outfits a specialty. 

Tinware Manufactured on the Premiaes. 

FENQE-WTRE. 
Sole -'pntaln Manitoba and the Nor\h·Weat for the best Steel Galvanized Barbad Flnce-wlre 

manufactured. 

MULHOLLAND BROTHER8, WINNIPEG, MANITOBA. 



STOBART, EDEN & CO., 
GENERAL IMPORTERS OF 

British ForoiIDI, and Amertcan Dry Goods. 

(J~II"£ •• r ~.O.8. 'BAT.. ellll.. (/0,"11118. 
:RUBEER S:E:lDETS. ETC. 

.... IU: A l) T lit.A l) I: C :r. 0 T 11: I N (J • .6. N l) C A:a. II II T S. .~ 

335 and's37 Main Street. Winn1pe~. 

'STOBART, EDEN & COMPANY. 



iht C)danah ~and J~nditatt, 
Owners of a large tract of land in the fertile vaney of the Little Saskat­
chewan, North West Territories of Canada, have decided to establish a 
town at the point upon tha.t river which the Government has selected fea 
the crossing of the Oanada. P!l.cific Railway. 

The Syndicate has instructed its Surveyor to immediately lay oui 
town lots, whioh will be placed on the market at an early date. 

Odanah is beautifully situated in the centre of a rich agricuit1ll'al 
district, which is nearly all sebtled by well-to-do farmers. 

THE LITTLE 8ASKATOHEWAN, 
A powerful and rapid stream of thoroughly pure water, flows through the 
Syndicate's property. It affords excellent water POWel' and offers un­
eqnalled inducements to S/JIW and Flour Millers, Manufacturers, etc. 
Water privileges will be di8pq8ed oC on reasona.ble .terms. 

Among the many 4dvantages po8sessed by Ocanah, it may be men­
tioned that the main trail to the Great Sauatohewan passes through it.. 
The main line of the Canadian Pacific Railway a'Ossea,the Byndieate' .. 
prop~ in a diagonal direction. A Post Oftic~ • ..nth regular mail com· 
muntcation, hal been eltablished. The Manitoba'"Telegraph Company" 
li~e. already in operlftion to Portage 1& Prairie, will be extended to 
Odanah this spring. The Government Land Office for the Salikatchewan 
Distriot is on the &ite of the :pew town~ which is, the only point on the 
river which will be touohed by the Can~an Pacific Railway. It will have 
direct commUJlieation with the railwaY8ystem!! of Canada and the United 
States i:D 1881. . 

Bueme •• men desiring to establish themselves in a beautifulloe&lity, 
rich in natural grandeut. and 80 situate as to command the trade of one 
of the most productiT8 districts in the North·West, will find the Syndi-
cate prepared to deaJ with them on liberal terms. ' 

I Arrangemenu have been made for a plentiful suppl:y of building 
lumber at reasonable ratel. . 

For :MaN and furthar partiewara, apply to 

ROSS, ROSS,& KILLAM, 
Solieitora to tho Syndicate, 

Winnipeg, March, 1880. WINNIPEG, MAIITOBA. 
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