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PREFRTORY.

._.._._I.____.

These pages are infended to supply a demand which the writer
believes should be met.in some way or other. Though the task could
have been undertaken and performed by better hands yet no one except
the writer has ventured to do so. It will of course be remembered that
the vast and: wonderful changes which have taken place in the
locality now known as Winnipeg have been wrought chiefly within the
last three or four years ; still the writer has deemed it advisable to .
make the comparisons with a period fully ten years previously, when
the few inhabitants of the “Red River Settlement” -used to shake
their heads at Canada, and believe that their destiny was to jog
along in the well beaten tracks of their forefathers and predecessors.
No pretensions beyond general accuracy are made by the author.

Winnipey, September, 1874,
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WINNIPEG AS IT IS

0]

In coming into sight of Winnipeg, the stranger, if he enters from
the east or St. Boniface side, is struck with the number of buildings
which are to be seen for a long distance off—morth, south, east, and
west. The prospect is that of a great plain far as the eye can see, with
houses at intervals, making a veritable city of magnificent distances. If
the approach is from the direction we have have already indicated, and
from a central point on the St. Boniface side of the river, the first object
that invites attention is Forr Garmry, with its euriously made bastions,
and its closed walls of oak and stone very much worn looking, offering
but slight protection against rifles and howitzers, bombs, and other con-
vincing projectiles. As we approach nearer the river we believe that -
our driver intends to drive full tilt into the reddish, muddy waters of the
stream ¢ that runs north ;” but we soon discover that he has unearthed
& curious looking contrivance, half wharf, one-third scow, and the
remainder raft. This machine we are informed is the Winnipeg and
St. Boniface Ferry. It has a capacity for earrying two teams and
twenty or thirty passengers at each trip, and its mode of propulsion is
according to the ancient law of the ¢ utilization of currents.” A wire
rope-is stretched across the river, and the ¢ scow ” is fastened to this by
means of ropes and movable wheels. It is comirolled by two hands—
one fore and the other aft. When the men want to cross they push into
the current and the ropes and movable wheels do the rest, as the motion
is directed in a straght line between the opposing forces, and the non-
descript reaches the wharf opposite to that from which she starts, without °
any apparent effort. A bridge is contemplated—one in addition to that
for which an appropriation has already been made by the Dominion
Government. '

In justice to the City of Winnipeg it is fair to mention that the non-
descript ferry is not the property of the citizens, but that of the Liocal
Government, by whom it is controlled. .

Before entering into a description of the various public buildings
and streets of Winripeg, it is necessary that we should here pive the
boundarics of the eity as we find them in the Charter of the City of
Winnipeg. It will be seen that St. Boniface, the French settlement on
the east side of the Red River where the Archbishop resides, is not in-
cluded within the incorporated limits. The language of the charter is
as follows : '



&

Commencing where the northerly limit of lot 224, in the Parish of
Bt. John, according to the Hudson’s Bay Company’s register, strikes the
water's edge of the Red River; thence north-westerly along the said
limit of said lot to where the same intersects the eastern limits of the
main highway from Winnipeg to the Lower Parishes; thence along the
. said. highway southerly across the said lot 224 ; thence north-westerly
along the southerly himit of the said lot to the rear thereof; thence
southerly along the rear of the lots in the settlement belt to the westerly
angle of ot 249, originally bought from the Hudson's Bay Company by
‘Williama Drever ; thence south-easterly along the southerly limits of the
sald lot 249, to where the same would be intersected by the extension of
the: easterly limit of the street laid out by the said Hudson's Bay Com-
pany between lot pensioner’s 54, and lot 1212 fronting on the Assiniboine
River; thence southerly along the east limit of the said street to the
water's edge on the said Assiniboine River; and thence along the
latter easterty to the Red River; and thence down the westerly edge of
the. same with the stream-to the place of beginning.

The average height above the level of the river is about thirty feet.
The: City is divided into four Wards—North, South, East, and West—and
the.whole has an area of about 2,000 acres or three square miles. The
following are the narfies of the City magnates and officials :

Frank Evans Cornish, Mayor.

Aldermen : North Ward—J. B. More, W. G. Fonseca, Alex, Logan.
South Ward—James McLenaghan, Herbert Swinford, J. R. Cameron.
Hast Ward—W. B, Thibaudeau, Andrew Strang, Robert Mulvey.
West Ward—J. H. Ashdown, Archibald Wright, John Higgins.

City Clerk—A. M. Brown.

Chamberlain—James S. Ramsay.

Assessors— Willoughby Clark, Alex. Brown.

Collector—William McDonald.

Chief of Police—John S. Ingram.

Fuel, License, and Health Inspector—Stewart Mulvey.

Aunditors—C. F. Strang, John Balsillie.

City Engineer—Thomas H. Parr.

‘We shall now proceed to give a brief description of the first ancient
landmark that comes into notice on entering the city at the south-east
end. -

FORT GARRY.

The names Fort Garryand Winnipeg being both used leads to some
-confusion amongst our eastern friends, some having been led to believe that
they ave two distinet places. We need not here repeat that the Fort is
the-old name of the place, and that Winnipeg has sprang up around it.

Not a few have become familiar with the name ; and, indeed, the
troubles of *69-70 have brought the harmless 0ld stockade into unenviable
notoriefy. But the Fort Garry of to-day is far different from what it
what if was in former times. Now it is hoary and venerable looking ;
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some of the old walls have been replaced with oak timber, which is not-
very recent either, and the bastions or towers look as if they seriously
contemplated falling over, or tumbling into pieces from old age.
‘Within the enclosure, in dimensions about three acres, there arg about
thirty buildings, of an antique class, known as Hudson's Bay buildings.
They are variously occupied as stores and dwellings by the Company.and
its employees. In the centre as of old is the former residence of the
Hudson!s Bay Company, now occupied by Lieutenant Governor Morrisand
family. A sentry of the Canadian Light Infantry paces up and down in
front of the main entrance, and a three pounder is the only piece of
ordnance which guards the entrance. The whole place is replete with
historical interest, of wlich the Riel-Scott tragedy is the last but'not
the least.

MAIN OR GARRY .STREET.

Liet us now drive our buggy through the open gate of this Qm,kel-
looking fort and proceed northerly along the chief street of the cify. Our
direction will be in that of the general course of thé Red River.. The
first building on the left hand side which attracts our attention is & new
brick building now in course of construction by the Hudson's Bay
Company. Itis to be occupied by them as offices. Next on the same
side are two or three very ancient looking buildings, ovmed . by ‘the
Company, and occupied by some of their employees ag coopérs’ and
carpenters’ shops. We then pass the Canada Pacific Hotel, a large
three-story brick building, with flat roof, having a frontage on Main
street of 85 feet, and a depth of not less than 90 feet. The brick nsed is
what is generally known as Milwaukee brick. It is manufactured in the
city of Winnipeg, and is of first-rate quality. Two wings of similar
dimensions are to be added to this Hotel ; the first will have its greatest
frontage on the street, and the other will be parallel fo the first wing.
‘When completed this hotel will be one of the largest in the Dominion..
It has already cost upwards of $20,000, and when completed will have
cost $60,000. It is owned by the following gentlemen, who constitute a
joint stock company for carrying out the enterprise : J. H. MeTavish,
(Hudson’s Bay Co.), R. A. Davis, James McKay and Robert Tait. .. °

A little to the north, but on the opposite side of the street,” we come
to another large three story brick building, owned by Mr. Hespelle1 -of
the Immigration Department. When completed it will be oceupied ax 2
bank and residence. It is to cost $15,000.

A short distance from this, on the west side of the street, are the
proposed Custom House and the Domunon Lands Office. The
foundation of the former is already laid, and the first story of fhe latter
is completed. Their united eost will be about $75,000. They arezcom-
posed of the prevailing brick, and will be two stories high with Mansard
roofs. Further along, aftel passing a number of wooden buﬂdmgs
variously occupied, we come to the Free Pross office, which is on the east
side and a little distance off the street. It is a neat two story brick.
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veneerad building with shingled voof.  The lower story is sunk in the
ground with the view of providing the necessary degre> of warmth. The
building “was erected at a cost of $3,5600. It is one of the neates_t in the
city. Next we pass. several buildings of various styles of architecture
and diverse occupations, when we come to the Wesleyan Methodist

Chureh: This is a plain wooden building measuring about fifty feet,
witl & frontage p! twenty-five. It was erected by contributions from
various portions of the Dominion. Rev. George Young is the clergyman
in charge. His residenes, a neat, frame cottage, is situated on the
adjacent lot to the north. On the opposite side is a two story brick
veneered building with a flat roof, having a frontage of tweniy-five feet,
and @ depth of sixty teet. This is owned and occupied by W. Palmer
Clarke, as a- dry goods store andl dwelling house. : :

" We next stop to examine the Wesleyan Hducational Institute on
the corner of Schultz and Main streets. This iz a two-story frame
building with a pitched roof, oceupied as an academy. It was erected at
a cost of $2,600. On the opposite side of Main street for some distance
there are several valuable wooden buildings, variously occupied as
dwellings, stores, and warehotses. Then we come to the bank, or as it
is familiarly called MeMicken's Bank—a two story wooden building
veneered with the popular white brick, and having a flat roof, and
substantial .door and window frames. It is occupied by Mr. A.
MeMicken as a bank and residence. It was érected at a eost of
$10,000. Nearly opposite, on the north-east corner of Schultz and Main
streets, is a two-story, rough-cast building, with clean, whitewashed
walls, It iz known as the “Club House,” and possesses more than
ordinary interest. Itwas in this building that Dr. Sehultz and his sos-
disant Canadian party took refuge when Mons. Riel and his followers
platited their howitzers and demanded its surrendet in the pame of the
Provisional Governmen$, and in which Dr. Shultz and his friends
eventually capitulated. " To the east, on Schultz street, is a range of
small - two-story brick buildings, occupied as Brouse's Hotel, and as
dwellings. Further along, on the same street, is Dr. Schultz’s ware-
Louse, a large two-story brick building with flat roof.  In the adjoining
* lot, still cast, is the new brick veneered residence of Chief Justice Wood,
which cost $7,000.

Returning in the direetion of Main street, we find the next range
of buildings on the east side to be & range of w-shaped brick buildings,
occupied as hotel and stores. These, we are informed, are the first brick
buildings erected in Winnipeg. On the opposite side of the street are a
number of wooden buildings, ocoupied as various kinds of stores and
dwelling houses. They are all frame buildings, and were put up during
the past year. On the north-east corner of Notre-Dame street is a frame
building occupied as a telegraph office by the North-Western Telegraph
Co.. The upper flat is used as a dwelling. On the opposite side, on
Garry street, s 4 two story brick veneered building, owned by Blain and
Blanchard, lawyers, and occupied by them as an office, and by Me-
Micken & Taylor as a tin and stove store. On reaching the eorner of
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Assiniboine street we come to a large two story frame building, owned by
Lieut. Gov. Morris and Mr. G.. McMicken, and occupied by McMicken
& Taylor as a heavy hardware store, and by Donaldson & Bro. as & sta-
tionery and fancy goods store. Opposite, on Assiniboine street, is the
large two-story frame building of L. R. Bentley, occupied by him as a
hardware store. Thisprobablyisoneof thelargest,ifnot the oldest hardware
and agricultural implement stores in the Province. In the rear of Don-
aldson’s are the Dominion Lands office, and Deputy Receiver General's
office in venerable two-story buildings. On the opposite side, between
Notre-Dame and Post office streets, are. & number of wooden buildings
occupied as stores, hotels and dwellings. North of Bentley’s, on the
west side of Main street, are more wooden buildings variously oecupied,
among the number being a building, the lower flat of which is used as a
general store while the upper story is oceupied as the City Hall. " Then
we come to a long two-story building owned by R. A, Davis, Provineia}
Treasurer. This, together with the upper portion of a new two-story
wooden building adjoining to the north, is occupied and known as the
Davis Hotel. 'The next building which attracts our attention is the large
new three-story bri¢k building owned and occupied by John Higging as
8 dry goods store. This building was erected at a cost of $10,000.
Adjoming is & new two-story frame building occupied by the same ag a
grotery store. Directly opposite, on the north-east corner of Main and
Post office strests, is A. G. B. Bannatyne’s grocery, liquor and genesal
store. Adjoining to the north is the new three-story brick building
belonging to that gentleman, and which he intends to oceupy when com-
Pleted. This building was erected at a cost of $12,000. To the north
of thig on the same side, is a vacant lot shewing the remains of what
was once the Parliament Building which was burned during the pasé
winter. The new Post Office is going to be erected near this site. For
& considexable distance on both sides we drive past a number of wooden
buildings situated on both sides of the street and variously occupied—+
notably among the number are Dr. Bird’'s drug store, and dwelling in
the rear, Messrs. Chabot’s dry goods store, the frame building occupied
as the Merchants Bank, J. H. Ashdown’s hardware store, Kew, Stobart
& Co.’s wholesale store and the office of Clarke & Weedon, real estate
agents. The next building or buildings which attract our attention ig
the new Court House on the west side of Main street near Brown's
Bridge. These buildings are two in number ; the newest portion was
built last year by Mr. Ralston, and cost nearly $30,000. Opposite is
the two-story frame building of Mr. Radiger, one of the most successful
men of the place. . To the north of the Court House and on the same
side of the street is a large two-story frame building occupied as dwellings
and stores. They are owned by Alderman Wright. We then come to
Brown’s Bridge, a couple of wooden structures thrown across a deep
waterless gully, which is eventually fo be used as a main sewer. The
‘bridge is merely a small affair, and does not excite any particular
curiosity or attention.. The Court House proper comprises the court
room, a large spacions apartment on the second story with judges,
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throne, prisoner’s dock, auditory and gallery. Communication with the
prisoner’s dock below is had by means of a trap door through whieh the
prisoners are brought up from below and placed at the bar. The Judges’
chambers adjoining are cosy little rooms provided with all the necessary
appurtenances. o
Since the destruction of the Parliament building, a frame building
of the earlier times, the legislative wisdom of the Province has assem-
bled in the Court room, the Legislative Council occupying a room adjoin-
ing the court chamber itself. It is understood that the Houses will meet
here until & new Parliament building is erected. The desks used by the
"members are small, single ones, covered with green cloth. Those used
by the Legislative Council are similar, with red covering. The cells and
corridors of the Court House are situated on the ground flat, Through
the kindness of Sheriff Armstrong and Mr. Power, jailor, we were per-
mitted to inspect the cells, and the arrangements and accommodation
were very fully explained to us by Mr. Power. We visited the cell of
Joseph Michaud, who murdered young Brown on the 19th of June last,
and who was hanged in the court-yard on the 26th August. Ascending
to the top of the crown-roof, which is protected by a railing, a splendid
view of the city can be obtained. The prospect extends for many miles.
Away north in the direction of the course pursued by the Red River, a
Jportion of St. John’s Cathedral is visible, and a cluster of buildings
away to the west denotes the position of Silver Heights settlement. An
excellent view of St. Boniface Parish to the southeast may be had from
this eminence, and the waters of the Assiniboine and Red Rivers are
easily distinguishable in the distance. The view of Fort Garry to the
southeast is somewhat interrupted by the intervening buildingg. About
a mile due west from our point of observation is the Winnipeg Race
Course, which is one mile in circumference, and well enclosed with a
substantial wooden fence. The Turf, it will be seen, has already bean
attended to by the Winnipeggers, and is now as mueh of an institution
as the Carleton or Mutchmor Park. Away to the southwest, on the
banks of the Assiniboine, are the barracks, recently built. They com-
prise twenty wooden buildings, and were erected at a cost of $30,000.
They are ocoupied by a detachment of 800 men of the Dominion Infantry
and Artillery, , !
Along the Red River, on the Winnipeg side, are several frame build-
ings, whose long smoke stacks with thick volumes of black smoke assure.
us that there is the locality of saw-mills. '

__ Descending from our eminence we visit the locality of logs and saw-
mills. The first mill we pass is Mr. Macarthur's. It is a small building -
with a portable engine, having a sawing capacity of 12,000 feet per diem.
The next is the saw-mill of Messrs. Dick & Banning, having a sawing:
capacity similar to the first. We then come to a very large wooden
building, and are informed that it is W. J. Macauley’s saw-mill. We
enter, and find three or four gangs of men at work, three or four cir-
culars revolving, and general bustle and activity prevailing. This mill
has a capacity of sawing 26,000 feet in a day. Another large building.
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immediately to the south,is Mr. Macauley’s planing mill, where all kinds
of planing, grooving and turning are done. Wood being scarce, the saw-
dust is utilized for fuel. On the opposite side of the river we see another
large building, and we are about to include it in our list of saw-mills
when we are informed that it is a woollen manufactory. We cross the
river on the comical ferry and interview the establishment, and learn
that it is McViear’'s woollen mills. Samples of blanlkets, tweeds, and
other varieties are shown us, and they appear equal to anything we have
seen in Ontaxio. '

Re-crossing the river we drive to the south end of First street (by
some called Fort street). This runs parallel to Main street, and it con-
tains many fine buildings, all of wood. Among this number are the
¢ Roberts House,” or Grand Central Hotel—R.-H. Cronn, proprietor—
a large new frame building, now -considered the ‘“ chef resort” of well-
to-do travelers. It contains fifty rooms, having fine, capacious hall and
dining-room, recherche billiard and bar rooms, and extensive first-class
livery and boarding stables attached.

. The Exchange Hotel, located a little distance to the south,is another
excellent hotel, doing a first-class business. A Mr. Alloway is putting
up a double dwelling house on the west side of the street, and when fin-
ished will be one of the handsomest in the city, Westward some few
hundred yards on the prairie is a large frame building, which is to be
occupied as a Roman Catholic Seminary and Church.

Returning to Brown’s Bridge on Main street, we find that after all
it i3 not a very considerable bridge, being merely a couple of light wooden
structures thrown across a deep gully which crosses the main road here.
Beyond Brown's Bridge, to the north, there is a veiy extensive tract of
country, ineluding that portion of the city known as Point Douglas.
This section extends to the northern and north-western limits of the
city, and it is fast being built upon. The class of houses being put up
is chiefly cottages, and a very industrious well-to-do people seem to have
gravitated to this part. Among the conspicuous buildings are the
‘Wolseley House, a first-class boarding-house ; the Manitoba Gazette office,
the Fureka Hotel, and several stores and shops, a double dwelling house
near Brown's Bridge, and a two-story cottage, owned by Mr.' Burrows,
formerly of the Liand Department, and occupied by Mr. McKenney as a
residence. It is known as Colony Hall. This portion of the ecity is.
rapidly filling up, and it will not be long before the whole tract from
Brown’s Bridge to St. John's Church will be a compact settlement. As
Point Douglas is in all probability to be the place where the Pembina
Branch will intersect the river and city, lots and property there are held
in great esteem. The new Baptist Church, on the west side of Main
street, a little to the northwest of the bridge, is an extensive wooden
building, capable of accommodating a large congregation. It will be
completed this fall. A short distance further north is another church,
belonging to the Wesleyan Methodists. It was builé during the present

year. :
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THE IMMIGRANT SHEDS

Are situated to the east of Fort Garry, near the mouth of the Assiniboine,
or at its confluence with the Red River.  These building ecomprise two
separate r.nges, capable of accommodating four or five hundred persons,
and provided with many conveniences. They are the best of all the
immigrant sheds that we have seen between Thunder Bay and
Winnipeg. The immigrant generally makes this his home until he
gelects a location.

In order to have no doubts as to the number of buildings in the
city, and their characters, in company wtth a resident, and taking a
buggy, we drove all over the city and made special enumeration of the
buildings. The following result was obtained.

Total number of buildings of all kinds, including Fort Garry

buildings and barracks..........coovviiiiiiiin 908
Total number of buildings incltided i above, exclusively occupied as

dwelling houses.......ocer cvveniiniiiiiieiieniinnns e e 408

Total number of Hotels......cooovviiiiiiiiciii e 17

“ TN Vel 1< P Y 7

« Boarding Honges....o.cooviiiiininiiniinnniinnnnn, 23

“r Manufgetories........ e e e 27

“ Miscellaneons buildings.......cooovvviiiiiiiininnnene. 421

And the following details will prove interesting : There are 10
groeery stores, 4 dry goods stores, 4 hardware sfores, 2 watchmaker's
shops, b book stores, 2 gunsmith’'s shops, 2 banks, 4 livery stables, 19
general - stores, 8 drug stores, 6 paint shops, 9 blacksmith’s shops, 2
barber shops, 4 harness makers, 1 marble works, 4 carrriage malker’s
shops, 4 printing offices, 4 furniture stores, 4 auctioneers, 3 tobaeco
stores, 8 boot and shoe stores, 8 photographic rooms, 2 fur stores, 8
bakeries and confectionery shops, 1 telegraph offige, 8 milliner’s shops, &
flour and feed stores, 8 butcher’s shops, several real estate agents, 11
lawyers, 8 doctors, 1 County Court, 1 Police Court, 1 soda manufactory, 3
saw mills, 2 planing mills, 8 brick yards, several windmills, 2 tailors’.
(exolusive) shops, 1 Post-Office, 6 churches, 6 schools, and a few mors
establishments which it is needless to name.  Only a few of t.e stores
are exclusively such ; the upper flats are generally occupied.as dwellings,
The number of new buildings crected last year will fully reach 200.
They include every variety. We notice that the greatest number of new
buildings now being erected is in the North Ward, north of Brown’s
Bridge.  Many of the citizens themselves are surprised at the number of
new buildings going up, and they can hardly realize the truth though it
stares themn in the face.

Brick sidewalks ave, of course, unknown, but on Main Street, an,
one or two other streets substantial sidewalks, composed of pine planking
have been laid down, and it affords an excellent footing in wet or muddy
weather. Crossings, composed of oak, are also laid across the sireets at
important points. The soil being chiefly & rich, black, tenacious clay,
entirely devoid of gravel, walking through it in wet weather is rendered
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very disagreeabls, but the admirable planking always affords a dry and
clean footing.

In driving through the city, a most noticeable feature is the absence of
trees, and the wayyour buggy may plunge into yards, across farms and
gardens, is most amusing. There is some difference of opinion with
regard to the population of the city: Estimates go as high as 4,000 of a
permanent population, and 1,000 transient. It is most probable that
the permanent population reaches 8,000 and the transient 1,000, being a
total of 4,000. :

WATER.

Hitherto the chief water supply, hoth for domestic and other pur-
poses, has been obtained from the Red River. This water is rather
warm in summer, and matters in suspension are plainly visible to the
naked eye, but when filtered it is cool and pleasant to the taste. The
river water is supplied at the rate of 25¢ per barrel, It will keep in the
warmest weather for two or three days, but after that it becomes tainted.
When filtered, and used with ise, it will, of course, last much longer.
Lately, the attention of the citizens of Winnipeg has been difected to
well digging, and not without three or fourgood shmples of success. One o
the best wells in the Dominion is in the rear of Mr. Hespeler's new
building near Fort ‘Garry. The water from this well is cool and
delicious, and it has been obtained at a depth of only 16 feet. Thereare
two flowing wells of good spring water within the eity limits, and those
who ought to know assert that, eventually, the waters of the river will be
entirely discarded, exeept for domestie purposes.

FIRE PROTECTION.

The ecity until very recently had no fire engines or facilities for
extinguishing fires, except the old plan of using buckets and forming a
line. The Hudson’s Bay Company have a small engine within the Fort,
but it is not considered of much account. The city authorities have
ordered a steam fire engine from New York-—a No. 8, Silshy—and they are
constructing six tanks pflarge capacity, at different partsof the city. These
arrangements will be perfected before the coming winter. The Waterous
plan of water-works is being agitated, and it is believed that it will
shortly be introduced.

The only Insurance Companies doing business here are the Isolated
risk, a Local Mutual, and the Provincial. They will take only isolated
dwellings. Tires are uncommon, and this fact is strongly suggestive of
the absence of Insurance Agents and Companies. .

The citizens seem to be fully alive to the necessity of protection, and
like the people of all western towns they goin witha will. The following
items from the Iree Press of the 24th and 26th September, show what
progress has already been made in the organization of fire protection :
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THE HOOKS.

‘« At g meeting to organize the Hook and Ladder Company, held
last evening in the City Hall, Mr. S. J. Jackson was appointed Chair-
man, and Mr, D. Young, Secretary.

t« Ald. Wright, of the Fire and Water Comamittee, reported wha
progress the tools for-the Company had attained.

« The election of Captain was then talken up, and Messrs. J. H.
Pearson and Alexander Brown having been proposed, Mr. Pearson was,
upon the vote being taken, declared elected.

« Mr. Alex. Brown was then elected 1st Lieut, ; Mr. Frank Oliver,
. 9nd Lieut. ; ond Mr. Wm. Henderson, Secretary-Treasurer.

« A committee of five to draft by-laws was then struck, the committee
to meet at the City Hall, on Friday evening. The meeting then
adjourned sine dee.

¢« The following is a list of the members of the Hook and Ladder
Company : E. Machon, S. J. Jackson, O. P. Jackson, W. J. ‘Wilkins, J.
H. Pierson, H. McDonald, B. Brokovski, W. W. Henderson, D. B.
Murray, Frank Oliver, Peter Laseur, Charles Robertson, James Jefirey,
W. N. Kennedy, John Kennedy, George Sinclair, Roderick McPherson,
Alex. Brown, Thos. H. Parr, James Henderson, A. C. Bryson, J. S.
Terry, J. H. Wells; Philip Couture, W. R. Mulvey, David Philips, David
Young, John A. Macdonald, Chas. Baskerville, W. A. Brown.” '

THE HOSE AND ENGINE COMPANY.

“ At a meeting held last evening to organize this Company, Ald.
More was elected Chairman, and Ald. Cameron, Secretary. The election
of officers was then taken up, and ended in the following results : J.
Robson Cameron, Captain; John McKechnie, 1st Lieut.; F. L.
Shelby, 2nd Lieut. ; James Henderson, Seeretary ; Thomas Lusted,
Treasurer.

« The Captain, 1st and 2nd Lieutenants, and Messrs. Henderson,
Donohue and Ald. More were appointed a committee to draft by-laws.

«“ MY, G. U. White was selected to be recommended to the City
Council as Chief Enginner. '

« Ald., Mulvey was appointed Engineer of the engine, and Wm.
Code, First Assistant ; these two to select a Second Assistant.

¢ Ald. More then left the chair, which was assumed by the Captain,
and a vote of thanks was tendered to Ald. More.” .

CITY VALUATIONS.
The following valuations have been taken from the Assessors’ books :

NOrtE Ward. .o oe et e v e eaeans $ 317,423
FEagt Ward.....o.oooiiiiviie i ceneeiee e e 606,090
South Ward......ocoeis it i e 1,264,755
West Ward......coocovvunnnnn. et et et s 487,500

Total..ooeret viieei e e, $2,175.768
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These figures are supposed to be considerably underneath the real
value. Building operations are carried on with such celerity that by the
time the assessors complete the wards, new buildings and new establish.-
ments have sprung up, rendering it impossible to arrive at absolutely
correct results. Kven since we did the city, upwards of a dozen new
buildings have been put up in the North Ward alone, though only a few
days have elapsed since we took our notes.

CONTEMPLATED IMPROVEMENTS.

The following is the By-law which was voted upon by the electors of the
city on Monday, the 5th of October. The yeas were 178, the nays 6. The
same evening the City Council held a meeting and read the By-law a
first time : ,

‘Whereas it is expedient and desirable to raise by loan on the credit
of the City of Winnipeg the sum of two hundred and fifty thousand
dollars, payable on the first day of November, in the year of our Lord
one thousand eight hundred and ninety-four, with interest at the rate of
six per centum per annum, to be ‘applied to, and which hes been esti-
mated to be necessary for, making the permanent improvements within
the City of Winnipeg hereinafter mentioned, that is to say :

1. For the construction of sewers, one imndred. thousand dollars.

2. For the purchase of fire engines and apparatus, and the construe-
tion of tanks for fire purposes, twenty-five thousand dollars.

8. For the erection of water works, and the procuring and laying
down of pipes, conduits, &c., forty thousand dollars.

4. For the construction of a market house, clty hall, and police
station, twenty thousand dollars.

5. For widening, opening, and straightening of streets, ten thousand
dollars.

6. For grading and improving streets, thirty thousand dollars.

7. For the construction of sidewalks and bridges, twenty-five
thousand dollars.

And whereas the sum of twenty thousand dollars will be required to
be raised annually as a special rate for paying the interest and for
creating a sinking fund for paying the said loan at the days and times
when the same become payable by this by-law ;

And whereas the amount of the whole rateable property of the City
of Winnipeg, according to the last revised assessment rolls, is two
million six hundred and seventy thousard and eighteen dollars ;

And whereas to raise the said yearly sum of twenty thousand dollars,
the annual special rate upon the said rateable property will require to be
three-quarters of a cent in dollar; therefore the Mayor and Council of
the City of Winnipeg, in Council assembled, enact. as follows :

1. That the sum of two hundred and fifty thousand dollars be raised
by way of loan upon the eredit of the municipality.

9. That debentures, in sums of not less than one hundred dollars
each, bé issued by this Council, not exceeding in the whole the sum of
two hundred and fifty thousand dollars. .
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8. That the debentures to be issued therefor be made payableon,
‘the first day of November in the year of our Lord one thousand eight
hundred and ninety-four, and bear interest at six per centum per annum,
payable half-yearly on the first days of May and November in each year.

4. That the Debentures may, both as to principal and interest be
made payable at any place in Great Britain, Ontario, Quebec, or
Manitobs, and may be expressed either in sterling money or in th
currency of the Dominion of Canada.- _

5. That the said sum of two hundred and fifty thousand dollars,
being the amount required for and necessary to repay the expense of the
permanent improvements herein mentioned, to be laid out as follows :
In the construction of sewers ; the purchase of fire engine and apparatus;
the construction of tanks for fire purposes; the construction and erection
of water works ; the procuring and laying down of pipes and conduits
connected therewith; the erection of a market house, cify hall
and police station ; the widening, opening, straightening, grading and
improving of streets; and the construction of sidewalks and bridges.

FASHION AND SOCIETY.

The streets at all hours of the day present & curious mixture of
civilization and savagery, and in addition to the various costumes of the
natives, which are described elsewhere, there is now here the young lady
as well as the young gent of fashion, looking as neat in some instances
and as gaudy in others, as they are to be found in Gotham or Toronta,
Ottawa or Montreal. ' Numbers are only wanted to make the resemblance
in this respect complete. Human nature is, of course, the same, no
matter where found. Society, too, is undergoing many changes. Those
who read ¢ Winnipeg as it was,” will appreciate the revolution. The
young lady with her airs and her piano,not to omit her parasol and her fan,
and the young man with his cane and his kids, have taken possession,
and already the close observer can see where the lines are drawn. The
presence of a sifted few, who consider themselves the corpus social has,
however, a beneficial influence. Young men, who belong to that sphere,
are in better keeping when subjeet to home influence. The
presence of an intermediate class, invariably the best -class
m Canada, is also beneficial. Young men, instead of spending their
hours in saloons and bar-rooms, tone down to the social amenities of
home, and the condition of the classes is greatly improved. We have
seen somewhere that Winnipeg is lawless and wicked ; but this is not
founded in fact. " The presence of the military is considered by some to
be injurious. The officers mingle with the sifted few, while the men
devote their attention to the natives. No doubt that exelusiveness which
is always characteristic of the military, is unpleasant to many who do
not belong to the class first mentioned ; but on the whole, the military,
gince they first came, have been very beneficial. Their presence main-
tains public confidence, and a feeling of security which would not other-
wise exist, prevails in the community.
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THE FOURTH ESTATE.

The Press is represented by the following journals: The ¢ Free
Press '™ (Daily Evening), published by Messrs. Kenny and Luxton, and
the ¢« Manitoba Free Press (Weekly), published by the same ; the « Nor-
Wester,” published weekly by E. L. Barber; thoe ¢ Manitoba Gazette,”
weekly, published by Messrs. Brokovski and Carruthers ; ¢ The Manito-
bian,” weekly, published on Saturday, by Willinm Coldwell ; ¢ Lie Metis,”
(the French organ, weekly,) is published in St. Boniface. These papers
are all condneted with more or less ability and energy. The “Free Press”
is Reform, and is opposed to the present Liocal Government. The ¢« Nor-
Wester” is said to be the Organ of the present Loeal Cabinet. The
“«“ Gazette ’ 1s Conservative ; and the ¢ Manitoban ’’ has not defined its
Federal politics since it was revived. It is, however, favourable to the
present Local Cabinet. The impression prevails that the City has
too many newspapers, but of this we shall say naught.

EDUCATIONAL.

Since the organization of the Province, the National system of
public schools has been ‘introduced. The plan is in imitation of that
adopted in Ontario, but undoubtedly there is plenty of room for improve-
ment. There are two public schools of this class in the city—the Central
and the North Ward School. The former is attended by pupils of
an intermediate grade ; the latter is for primary pupils.

The High or Grammar Schools do not form a part of the National
gystem ; they are denominational. There is the Wesleyan Educational
Institute, on the corner of Main and Schultz streets. This of the graded
class, and comprises primary, intermediate, and advanced.. ’

The Manitoba College, under the auspices of the Presbyterian Church,
and formerly located at Kildonan, in the Province, is now within the
City limits. The building is in the vicinity of the * Gazette” office,
Mam Street, Point Douglas. This College 18 of a class similar to the
best High Schools of the larger cities of Ontario.

St. Boniface College, in the Parish of St. Boniface, under the
auspices of the Roman Catholie Church, is an excellent educational
institution. - It has been established for many years.

St. John’s College is a similar institution, under the auspices of the
Church of England. It islocated in the Parish of St. John, ouiside the
city limits. It has been in existence a great many years.

The Winnipeg Ladies’ School, for the board and education of young
ladies, is another first-class educational institution. The Fall term was
resumed on the 15th of September. '

Other eduecational institutions are projected; and nothing is now
wanted except an increase of numbers, which we have alrealy intimated
is about to occur.
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| SOMETHING ABOUT LOTS.

The following seale of prices will show the advance of real estate
within the city : o

Average price per Lot

In 1871. . -In 1874.

H. B. Co’s Estate (Main street).......cc..ccoovrvnena $1,000 $2,000
MeDermot Bstabe... oeeereemireerieerreereaarenarearsens 75 800
Morris Estate......occoeeenn ot it iteren e 50 200
Magnus Brown Estate...........coooveneenns e 10 50
Schultz Estate....oveerveiiiierernsenaies creievmenainenees 50 300

Real estate, although appearing high to the resident of an eastern
city, is still very low when the prospects of the city are taken into con-
sideration. There are already three railroads projected from it, two lines
of navigation to the Rocky Mountains already existing, making their
junction here, and with a trade and commerce which rank it already the
sixth city in the Dominion.

Speculation may be said not to have been inaugurated yet, though
one operator, Mr. Burrows, has sold over 400 city lots during the past
year. :

This gentleman has done very much towards making the city known
by his extensive advertising, and he has displayed unusual enterprise in
attracting investments. Having a large tract of some 200 acres—the
Magnus Brown property—he has not only laid it out and planned it with
a fine park in the centre, but dug a drain of two miles in length, and
laid dowiya sidewalk for nearly a mile, and finished it up by giving away
fifty lots” free, to attract residents, which wise and liberal course has
repaid Him a hundredfold, and a number of residences now dot the prai-
rie, where a year ago, the long grass waved ; and the growth of the eity
is now permanently fixed in that direction.

The same ‘gentleman has recently laid out the Mulligan property
(105 acres), and intends offering it in the market next season.

There are some remarkable instances of the rise of humble individu-
als by judicious investments in real estate. One man a year ago had
only $50 of a capital ; to-day he owns over $3,000 worth of real estate.
Another, a clerk in a store, saved a couple of hundred dollars, which he
finally decided to invest in a city lot. This sold in a few days at one
hundred per cent. advance; then he bought others, and is now the
owner of four residences, worth on an average $1,000 each, and some
other property; and instances are numerous of parties who purchased
lots two years ago for $75 now refusing $500 for them.

__ The prevailing impression is, that the limit of prices is reached for
mid-city property. Be thisas it may, however, there isno doubt but that
the best investment now offering is in the suburban eity lots, which may be
had from $20 to $100, within a mile radius of the Court-house.

The principal streets of the city, and those we may expect to become
so from their very generous width and continuity, which make them use-
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ful as business thoroughfares or business residences, are; first—Main, or

- Garry - street, which is the main artery of the city, and’ on ‘which the
‘business houses extend for a mile or. more, running north and south.
Next in point of importance is the Portage Road, the main route west,
which ‘strikes from abont the centre of the city and is continuous as the
road to the Rocky Mountains. ~ Then on either side are Broadway to the
south, and Burrow’s Avenue to the north, both leading westward—all of
WhlGh are one chain and a-half or two chains in width.

Farm property just outside the city is, of course, held with some
view towards the fubure extension of the clty Jimits—the price varying
from $380 to $200 per acre within a radius of a mile of the outside of the
city imits. Mr. Burrows recently sold lots on the Magnus Brown pro-
perty at auction and realized an average of $75 per lot. .

Mr. J. D. Parr, of the Dominion Lands Office, has just completed a
beautiful plan of the city. The plan has been lithographed, and a view
of ‘it will give an ‘excellent idea of the situation. Copies of it are for

. sale in Winnipeg by Mr. Parr.

One of the best evidences of how much steady plodding mdustry and
self-denial will serve a man in a new country is to be found in the his-
tory of James Mulligan, Esq., one of the oldest settlers in the Red River
Settlement. This is the gentleman referred to on page 417 of Mr. Har-
grave’s ** Red River,” the following being the reference ‘

¢In May, 1865, on the opening of ‘navigation,’ M. Mulligan had
been invested with-the office of ferryman, and had, in'defiance of French
intimidation, manfully done his duty throughout the whole season.”

Mr. Mulligan: was formerly a member of H. M. 86th Regiment, and
came to the Settlement in 1848. By his industry and frugality he has
become one of ‘the richest men in the North-West, being probably worth

* & quarter of a million of doHlars. His investments in landhave been' judi-
cious, - producing the result we have alrea,dy mentioned. *Mulligan Ave-
nue, in the western part of the city, commencing at the Assiniboine and
intersecting the main thoroughfares; passes through land formerly owned
by Mr. M., but now owned by Mr. Burrows, who purchased it and set it
out in town lots, making it a-very desirable locality for private resi-
dences.

The following from the books of the Land Office for the month of
July, 1874, is interesting :

"« Locations at the Land Office still show a lar, ge increase over a.ny
other month in the year. ~The entries for the month of J uly foot up
68,741 acres, sales 2,710 acres, warrants 8,040, -

«For the month of August the locations were 47, 200 acres, besldes
purchases by cash and warrants of ‘5,246 acres.’

One hundred'and nineteen entries were made in one day~1st Sep
tember—at the Dominion Lands Office here. ‘

The' Parish of St. Bohiface, on the opposite or eastern side of the
river, has not increased with the same- strides as Wmmpec For obvi-
9us reasons this has been the case, "but though the rivér marks the' east.
ern limit of civic progress, the time may not be distant when St; Boni-
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face will be included within the corporation. At present- the buildings
are scattered and not very numerous. The chief ones are tha Cathedral,
the Archbishop’s Palace, the College, Asylum and Convent. A neat two
story building, away to the north-east, was pointed out to us as the resi-
dence of Mr. Royal, ex-Provincial Secretary of the Province. - No doubt
there is a reluctance to encourage any but French Canadians on that side
“of the river, and in this respect it will resemble the political and national
divisions in Montreal, Quebec and Ottawa.

TRADE—STATISTICAL.

When it is recollected that the city of Winnipeg is the key to the
great North-West, some idea of the extent of its present trade may be
formed. The success of the Hudson’s Bay Company in this respect is
evidence enough of the important commercial value of the North-West
sountry from Lake Superior to the Rocky Mountains end the
Arctic Ocean. :

The following figures from the Custom House may be relied upon as
eorrect :

Value of dutiable goods importedv during the year ending 80th

June, 1874 ... i e $1,415,594
Value of free goods during the same term.............coieinnie 381,439
Total value of goods imported during the year.................. 1,797,033
Total value of goods paid duty......cocovvivinveiiviniiinneniinn. 1,472,220
Value of goods placed in warehouse..........oeeiiiiiiiiiiiini, 8,763
Value of goods remaining in warehouse, and amount of duty '

chargeable thereon...........ocooiiiiiiii 4,078
Goods received in bond from other ports............coocevenein. 65,389
Total amount of free goods from Ontario..........c.oevvvevennnns 800,000
‘Whole amount of goods imported into the Province from all

sources during the year ended 30th June, 1874......... 2,662,422

Total amount of duties collected thereon.................. $6,747,197

ITEMS.
Value.
Coal oil from U. 8., gals....cccocveniiriiniinen, 27,079 $ 5,417

« from Canada, gals........coceuvuennne 750
Common s0ap, IBs...cooviiiiiiiii i 181,252 7,615
Butter from United States, Ibs............... ... 100,006} 15,751
Cheese, ¢ 111 T 17,070 2,085
Lard and Tallow ¢ s 306,071 3,715
Malt “ bushels............ 2,849 . 2,778
Meal “ 131 778,1841 62,872
Rice 6 10 T 28,206 1,681

Beer and porter in casks from different places,
CASKE L.t trr i 4,001 2,142
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Tobacco (manufactured) and Snuff, at 121 p.c.

and 10 c. per Ib—Ihs........oooiin, 162,823
Sugar from different places, Ibs.............. .. 911,556
Sugar candy and confectionery.................... 51,877
Molasses, gals...civiveerrireiiiiiiniiiiiii i 11,183
Cabinetware, packages.........c...coooviinnil. 2.007
CATTIAZES ... vt cieieiie e e 305
China, earthenware and crockeryware pkgs 967
Carpets, PRES...corvrrreniiriiiiiiii e 59
Wearing apparel, cloth, pkgs........ e 1,308
Cocos and choeolate, Ibs.................. e 3,286
Cordage, PEgs....o.ccovivviviiiiiiniii - 245
Cottons PRES.....cceevviviviiiiiniiii 1,280
Dried meats...... et e e 1,387
Fancy Goods pEgs.ueeieveeiviiiininiiiiniiinn, 195
Sardines, PEES.....c.covviimiiiiiiiii 228
Gunpowder, I68....covveeeiaiiiiii e 84,985,
GUDS, PEES.cecee i e 292
Window glass....cooveiiiriiieniiniiin, €62
Glagsware .......cocveviiiinini s, erireeeeanes 411
Hats and caps, pKgB....cocovviviiiiviiiiiniinn, 86
Hosiery, pkgs......coovvniiiiiiiii, 27
Hardware, pkgs....... ereieeens et rrrerrrareaiae, 9,054
Jewelry, PEgs...ccovvinniiiiini i 24
Lumber, feet.....cocovvvvvenvioiinan., T 8,240,492
Linen, pEgs...ccoviviviiiiininiiiiiiii 136
Boots and shoes.......ceovveueirereeneeieniinenninnn. 186
Harness and Saddlery, pkgs............ e 140
Manufactures of wood, pkgs..............c.oniie 10,088
Musical instruments, pkgs................oo, 20
Machinery, not elsewhere mentioned, pkgs..... 148
Ollg, gals. . coueiviiiinne i 4,069
Paints and colors, pkgs..........ooiiiiiiiin 724
Paper of all kinds, pkgs.......oooviiiiiinninn 2,840
Pickles and sauces, packages..................... 401
Preserved meats, poultry and vegetables, pkegs 1,902
Bhawls, pkgs....cocvvveiiiiiii 19
Silks, satins and velvets, pkgs.............. FITN 85
Woolens, PRES....c.coveuiininiiniiiiiriaeeieeann. 2,606
Horges ....c.covviiiviiinnnnnnns e 122
Horned cattle, head.....................oooiinnnns 2,497
Sheep, head.....covvviviiiiii e 1,381
Fruits of all kinds, green, pkgs.................o.. 313
Tea, IBs...coeviiiiii 179,571
Coffee, green, IS ..ccouuueurivrinvenreniinirnnennnnn, 7,219

¢ roasted or ground, s...........coevveenen 1,525
Fishing hooks, lines, ete., pkgs.....c...cccovvvvnnen 406

Eggs, dog.......coovviiiiiiii 9,610

12,149

1,589



Value:
Flour of wheat and 1ye, IDs...oiviaies 2,418,005 62,705
Meal of all kinds, IDs.........ovvevireennians e 88,656 2,874
Grain, other than wheat and Indian corn, I 1,581,265 24,662
Tndian, corn IBS..ovieevin e ceeeans e 16,749 619
Salt, T8 . i e 182,578 1,764
Sawlogs, faet.....ocoiiin it e, 253,633 1,887

~ The above are among the chief articles imported during last year,
the smaller tems having been omitted. We have heard it upon good
authority  that one firm—Kew, Stobart & Co.—sold nearly $150,000
worth of goods last year ; and we have heard of several firms whose sales '
will amount to sums varying from $50,000 to $125,000 each.. Of course
a large portion of these goods find their way into all parts of the North-
West..

The following comparative statement of the business of the Custom
House for the month of July, 1878 and 1874, is from the books of the
Custonzr House : ‘

1873 1874
Total ImPOrts......ccvvvvvvuvinnenn. $162,688 00 $56,805 00
For home consumption............ 166,272 00 57,869 00
Tree goods....ooovviiiiiiennninnn, 46,276 00 18,754 00
Duby..ooooo 5,502 34 6,691 28

Among the exports for the month, the principal item is dressed and
undressed, tars, to the value of $85,665. '
The returns duving the month of August and September, 1874, are
as follows :
AUGUST—IMPORTS.

Dutiable goods for consmmption.........oveeerenennnn. $ 47,838

Treegoods.......ccoeeirnnneenns e 22,874

Total Tmports....coociviiiiiiiiii e i, 69,709

Amount of duty colleeted..........oooviinii . 11,462 92
EXPORTS.

Total amount......oviiveiiiiiieniiiii e $146,780

© Of this sum furs amounted to $145,620. The duties collected
during the first week of the present month of September amounted 4o
$3,000.

‘ ' _ SEPTEMBER.—18738, 1874.
Total value of 1mports............... $85,045 00 $96,003 00
Goods entered for consumption.... 87,811 00 96,614 00
Duty collected............covvinnin. 8,683 40 11,204 40

One of the chief features of the local trade of the year has been the
advent of the Mennonites. These people have arrived in the Provinee in
batches of 200 and 800, and up to the present time have probably made
about. two hundred and twenty entries, equal to not less than 85,200
acres,  representing- about one thousand persons, as the families will
‘average more than four persons each.  Various opinions have been
expressed with regard to this class of settlers. Many who are not half
as industrious as these people, think they will not benefit the country, as
they are only capeble of making a little advancement and then stopping short.
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This, however, cannot be borne out by the facts. The Mepnonites have
already spent upwards of $75,000 in the city of Winnipeg alone, in some
instances cleaning out the stocks of some of the merchants and paying
for them in gold. Owing to some stupid or intentional arrangements a
party of them were detained two or three days at Moorhead, "in
Minnesota, and during that time they spent there in purchases a sum not
less than $10,000. They are, we believe, a very desirable class of
settlers, as they go right to work and don’t seem to care for anybody.
Mr. Hespeler, the Immigrant Agent in the Provinee, is very popular
with them, and, indeed, with all elasses ; and a more active, energetic
gnd deserving Agent we have never seen in any of the Provinces before.

METEOROLOGICAL.
The following figures which have been kindly given to us by James

Stewart, Esq., Druggist, are of interest snd importance. ' They are for
the years 1872 and 1873 :—
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METEOROLOGICAL READINGS AT WINNIPEG FOR THE YEARS 1812 AND 1873.

i872.
) Jan. | Feb. |March|April.| May. | June. |duly. | Aug. | Sept. | Oct. | Nov. | Dec.
Mean monthly temperature ................ 1.55 | 3.54 | 7.21 | 80.53| 49.33| 63.33 | 67.65 | 66.12 | 52.62 | 43.17 | 17.20 |—8.60,
Highest temperature ..................... | 265 | 354 | 31.6 | 59.4 | 78.2 | 92.3| 99.5(|93.5 |89.5 | 69.5}43.25 | 20.8
Lowest temperature............. N __34.3]—81.5|—26.3|—6.2 | 28.5 | 42.7| 42.7 143.3 |29.7 19.3 |—30.0]—41.0
Mean barometric pressure.................. 29.164.129.102 129,258 |20.080 | 29.077128.970 |29.070 |29.094 {29.01929.079 129. 140 |29. 295
Mean humidity of air...................... 76 76 62 69 87 60 64 65 81 69 84 80
Elasticity of aqueous vapour ................ 045 | .049 | 042 | .129 | 2.51 | .410 | 445 | .434 | .355 | .196 | .101 | .33
Mean amount of sky clouded............... 4.4 53 | 407 | 59 0.5 4.3 4.3 3.1 5.8 4.5 7.0 4.2
‘Wind-—miles per hour......... e 48 | 84 | 6.1 41 39| 39| 46 | 48 | 67 123 9.7 | 121
Total amount of rain............ e . 0 0 025! 1.50 | 3.80.| 3.80 | 1.62 | 1.85 | 7.25 | 1.55 0 0
“ “ SIOW. o ere e et naenaens 502 | 3.70 1 16.50 | 28.70, 0O 0 0 0 6.50 | O 1.4 | 0.15
Nnmber of auroras .....covvveereiaienan. 8 4 8 7 3 0 3 7 4 6 3 7
“ thunder storms . ................ 0 0 0 1 5 7 5 6 4 1 0 0
1873.
Jan. | Feb. |March| April.| May. |June. | July. |*Aug. | Sept. [ Oct. | Nov. | Dec.
Mean monthly temperature................. 471 | 3.63 111.26 | 33.86 |'51.31 | 64.79 | 63.57 | 62.41 | 45.63 | 35.34 | 12.80 | 6.62
Highest temperature ........... e 23.5 | 33.3 445 |645 |76.0 [89.07, 943 943 [76.5 |76.5 | 383 | 29.0
Lowest temperature _—35.0|—36.0/—28.0}16.0 |22.0 |41.7 | 35.0 |37.0 |20.0 | —1.0]|—25.5—26.3
Mean barometric pressure 29.170 [29.062 |129.199 |29. 186 |29, 142 128.990 129.097]29 . 147)29.146|29.120/29. 194 29.145
Mean humidity of air..............cooitt e 94 88 71 69 76 79 79 85 72 92 92
Elasticity of aqueous vapour................ 040 | 058 | .076 | .138 ) 276 | .474 | 485 | .483 ] .277 ¢ .156 | .082 | .061
Mean amount of sky clonded ............... 53| 60| 41} 39| 57| 41 ] 431 3.5 60 | 50 ; 6.1 ] 45
Total amount of raln ....o..vviiii i o | 0 0 087 | 238 | 8374 355 1.17 1 2.22 | 0.02 0 0
“ “ BIOW. . evveeeeenrcnnrnness 3.15 1170} 270 | 0.60 § © 0 0 0 1.80 { 6.70 { 7.30 } 3.60
Number of auroras........ PR eeeel| 10 7 8 7 4 6 [.12 10 5 5 0 3
L thiinder storms . ...l 0 0 0 0 3 9 3 5./ 0 0 0 0
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REMARKS FOR 1872.

The warmest day in 1872 was the 9th of July, the mean tempera-
ture ‘being 77.99. The coldest day in the year was the 24th December,
the mean temperature being 81.17. The highest reading of the ther-
mometer was 99.5 on the 27th of July, and the lowest reading was 41,0,
on the 24th December. The total depth of snow was 61.61 inches. The
total depth of rain and melted snow was 80.17 inches. The total num-
ber of days on which rain fell was 82; the duration in hours 884.15.
The number of days on which snow fell was 44 ; the duration in hours
was 852.85.

April 4—Rooks and hawks seen.
7—Dueks seen. ‘

12—Heavy storm of wind and snow.

24— Robins seen.

25— Water beginning to rise in Red River.

May 2—Red River clear of ice.
4—Agsiniboine clear of ice.

12—Frogs heard.

13—Whip-poor-will heard.

20—Swallows seen.

24—Mosquitoes seen and felt.
Sep. 25—Heavy storm of wind and snow from N, E.
Qet. 19—Atmosphere full of smoke from burnmg prairies.
Nov.11—Ice forming on Assiniboine river.
19— Assinibione frozen over.
18—Red River frozen over.

I

REMARKS FOR 1878.

The warmest day during the year 1878 was the 26th of June, the
ean temperature being 78.22. The coldest day during the year was
the 81st January, the mean temperature being—29. The highest reading
of the thermometer was 94.8, on the 20th J uly ; and the lowest reading
was—36, on the 21st February, showing a range of 180.3 during the
year. The total depth of rain that fell was 18.58 inches ; the total depth
of rain and melted snow that fell was 17.05 inches. The total number of
days on whichsnow fell was 108,and the total duration in hours was 594.00.

Jan. 8—Heavy storm of wind and snow from N.

March 80—Snow almost disappeared.

April 25-—Red River almost clear of ice.

May 21—S8wallows first seen.

July 16—Heéavy thunder storms from 3. W.

Sept. 7 to 20-—Atmosphere full of smoke from burm_ng prairie.

Oct. 28—Red River frozen over.

Last year the winter set in very early, and it was unusually severe.

These observations were made by Mr. Stewart, drugglst on Main
street, in the city of Winnipeg.
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RENTS,WAGEB, ETC.

: Rents are high, especially those of houses situated in genfral locali-
ties. There are very few first-class residences, and these are chiefly
oceupied by the owners. In the suburbs small dwelling houses rent from.
$10 to $20 per month. Medium sized ones from $30 to $45. Large
ones from $45 to $60. - The rents of stores on Main street vary from
$300 per year to $3,000. The Davis Hotel, previously degeribed, was
let last year for $5,000 per annum. The rents demanded for hotels are
exceedingly high, and many consider them exorbitant. Board may be
obtained from $4 to $10 per week; $6 is the average for tolerably good
board. Salaries of clerks are, of course, high in proportion, but like
almost every city in Canada the market for all kinds of clerks is pretty
well overstocked. Mechanies can make money. TLaborers can find
steady employment at from $2.50 to $3 per day. Hitherto the market
has been very well supplied, but recently the demand has increased
owing to the call for work in various direotions. Almost any one hav-
ing a few dollars can find a safe and profitable investment, and. in this
way many young men living on small sall salaries have been enabled to
do very well by prudent investments.

INCORPORATION OF THE CITY.

The first application from the people of Winnipeg for a city charter
was made in September, 1872, the population. then being estimated at
1,500. The application was made to the Local Legislature by bill. This
was altered and amended by the House to suit the interests of a certain
well-known company of monopolists and their supporters and was then sent
to the Upper House for concurrence. In the meantime a deputation of
the people were heard at the bar of the Upper House, and subsequently
the “ Lords” re-amended the bill in accordance with the wishes of the
people, but the Lower House declared the proceedings out of order, and
the people, in appreciation of the Speaker’s decision, gave that function-
ary a coat of tar and feathers and submitted him to other indignities, the
same having been intended for Attorney-General Clarke, who could not
be found. The last application for a charter was made in September,
11§7t3,h and it was successful, as has been indicated inthe beginning of this.
sketch.

GENERA L REMARKS.

_ In all of the pamphlets which we have read pretending to -givea de-
cription of the Province, we have seen none in which the boundaries are
given. -~ Mr. Spence, who has published a very useful pamphlet for the:
information of the immigrant, like other pamphleteers, omits to give the
boundaneg,- and the limits of the proposed extension. This, though not.
a very serious omission, ought to have been included, as immigrants like
to know the dimansions and the boundaries of the Provinee, as well as
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he resources-of it. In looking at the map, the Province of Manitoba,
as at present defined, is but a square on the great checker-board. . Its
present boundaries may be thus indicated : Begmnmg at the southeast
corner of the prairie about where the international boundary line inter-
sects the 96th meridian, it follows the same northerly for a distance of
90 miles ; thence it runs due westerly 180 miles ; thence southerly until
it intersects the boundary line.. The shape is that of a parallelogram.
It is proposed to extend the limits of the Province to the waters of Liake
Superior, but the Province of Ontario objects to this. It is, therefore,

probable that the extension east will be limited to the He1ght of Land,

midway between the 90th and 91st meridian of west longitude.

The following extract from the Report of the Delegates of the Ex-
ecutive Council to. Ottawa, with regard to the claims of Manitoba upon
the Dominion, will convey a good idea of the future extent of the Pro-
vinee :

“ Commencing at a point where the western boundary of the Pro-
vinee of Ontario intersects the boundary linée between the United States
of America and the Dominion of Canada, thence due north along the
said western boundary of the Province of Ontario to Hudson's Bay;
thence north-westerly along the shore of the said Bay to the parallel
of 60 deg. of north latitude to the meridian of 100 degrees of west lon-
gitude from Greenwich ; thence due south along the said meridian of 100
degrees of west longitude to the boundary line between the United States
of America and the Dominion of Canada; and thence easterly along the
said boundary line between the United States of America and the Do-
minion of Canada, to the place of. beginning.”

Now, the. area of the Province is equal to 9,000,000 of acres. The
area, when the proposed enlargement takes pla,ce will be about 279,000
statute square miles, or about 178,700,000 acres—an extent of country
nearly equal to the two oldest Provinces of the: Dominion, and more
than twenty-five times that of Manitoba as at present constituted.

- Tt will then possess a seaport on Hudson’s Bay, and should the
eastern limit be fixed on Lake Superior, the Province would have a lake
port there. There will still remain territory enough to form three first-
class Provinees west of the 100th meridian and ea,st of the Rocky Moun-
tains.

The following; from a pamphlet published by the Dominion
Government, may be relied upon as generally. accurate :

“The soil of Manitoba, which is mostly prairie, and covered with
grass, is a deep alluvial deposit of unsurpassed richness. It produces
bountiful crops of cereals, grasses, roots and vegetables,”

The extension of the western boundary of the Province will include
the Little Saskatchewan river, on the banks of which is the colony of
Mr. John Ralston.  This settlement by next year will eomprise 200
families. It was got up through the exertions of Mr, J. Ralston, well
known'in the Ottawa valley for his enterprise. Mr, Ralston has had his
town surveyed and-laid out. He hasnamed it Almonte, after the thriving
town in.Ontario. Being admirably situated for manufacturing purposes,
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it will rapidly rise into usefulness as & manufacturing "place. The fol-
lowing are the remarks of Prof. Hind on -the country in the immediate
vicinity of the Little Saskatchewan : -
«The Rapid River rises from the densely wooded flanks of the
' Rocky Mountains, through a narrow excavated valley filled with balsam,
poplar, and an undergrowth of cherry and dog-wood, with roses con-,
volvali and various creepers. The slopes are covered with poplar
eighteen inches in diameter.—Descending the river groves of poplar and
gpruce show themselves with thick forests of aspen and poplar covering
the plateau on either hand. The river is here forty feet wide, with a
very rapid current. Before it makes its easterly bend, the ash-leaved
maple shows itself in groves, and on both sides is an open, ~undulating
country, attractive and fertile, with detached clumps of young trees
springing up in all directions. The region unwatered by the Little
Saskatchewan continues rich and beautiful until within twenty-five miles
of the Assinboine, so that it may with propriety be stated, that for a dis-
tance of seventyfive miles this river meanders through a country
admirably adapted for settlement.”

Mr. Ralston deserves every credit for the push and the enterprise
that he has displayed in forming and perfecting his colony, and success
is likely to crown his industry and activity.

So rieh and inexhaustible is the soil that wheat has been cropped
off the same place for forty years without manure and without showing
signs of exhaustion. It is especially a wheat-growing soil, and is
believed to contain the most favourable conditions for the growth of this
grain on the continent. Pumkins, potatoes, and roots of all sorts grow
to perfection. Strawberries, currants (red and black) raspberries, plums,
cherries, blueberries, whortleberries, cranberries, both bush and marsh,

" grow wild in abundance. Flax is very luxuriant. The wild grasses of
thie country, which are very nutritious, are particularly favorable to stock-
raising ofall sorts. Cattle canbe fattenedin Manitoba,and drivento 5t. Paul
without loss of weight. There are large tracts of woods along the
streams. The beetroot grows in great abundance, but the saccharine
qualities of the sugar beet have not yet' been tested.

" Manitoba is sitnated in the middle of the continent, nearly equally
distant between the Pole and the Bquator, and the Atlantic and Pacific

‘Oce_ans. Tts climate gives a condition of decided heat in summer and
decided cold in winter. The snow goes away and ploughing begins in
April; which is about the same time as in the older Provinces of Canada,
and the northern United States on' the Atlantic seaboard, and the north-
western states of Minnesota and Wisconsin The crops are harvested in
August. The long sunny days of summer bring vegetation of all sorts
to rapid maturity. 'The days are warm and the nights cool. Autumn
begins about the 20th September, and lasts till the end of November,
when the regular frosts set in. The winter proper comprises the months
of December, January, February, and March. Spring comes in April.
The summer months are part of May, June, July, August, and part of
September. In winter the thermometer sinks to 80 and 40° below
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zero ; but this degree of cold in the dry atmosphere of the North-West
does not produce any unpleasant sensation. The weather is not felf to
be any colder than in the Province of Quebee, nor so cold as milder
wintersin climates where the frost, or even a less degree of cold than
frost, is accompanied with dampness. The testimony is abundant, in
fact, universal, on this point. ' ‘

Indeed it is, and the above is no fancy sketch. Itis the simple
truth, and when compared with the extravagant and untruthful pamph-
leteers of the Western States, it is at once suggestive of Canadlan truth,
honor, and moderation. :

Dr Jackes, of the City of Wmmpeg, formerly of Outario, but who
has spent three years in the Province, declares that the climate is excel-
lent for all kinds of invalids, especially for those affected with pulmonary
complaints. In a special interview with the doctor on this subject, we.
were assured that evidence is not wanted in support of this assertion.
The doctor, himself, was affected with incipient consumption, and since
he came to the Province he has entirely recovered. He believes that the
climate of Manitoba is even preferable for this class of invalids, as it is
dryer, steadier, and the Province is better situated.

There can be no doubt of this, because the testimony is uniform.
This fact must not be lost sight of by our valetudinarians, many of
whom now go to St. Paul to recover, and who are strangers in a strange
land. Here they would find themselves among their countrymen, sub-
ject to that hospitality and attention which are proverbial amongst
Canadian and old-conntry people alike. Another feature, too, is the
quickness with which all kinds of flesh wounds heal. The dxyness and
purity of the atmosphere will account for this.

LOCAL RETAIL MARKETS.

The following from -tﬁe ¢ Manitobian " of the 8rd October, is
interesting :—

‘Wheat, none offering, worth per bushel...... erereeeere e $ 180t 000
Barley .c.ooviiiii e . 1.25. %0 1 50
Oats........ e e e eaas e e e e 100 to112
Bye ool e e, e none
Flonr, per 6wt .oooooviiiiiiiiiiiiiiinn, O . 825 to 4 00
Polard ., et e e e e aas 1 50 to 2 00
Bran, per ton............ R ... 30 .00 to 0 00
Potatoes, per bushel .......... ST RO 060 to 0 75
. Oniong sy eerenreennes e erereneenaeaa, e eeeaeeen 200 to 2 50
Beef, per1b. .o 012 to 0 20
Vealioooooniiiiininnnns e et eee e e et et re e aaaen e 0.12't0 0 15
Pork——salt .............. S T 018 to 0 QU
, fmeshi.l.. il v e Q00 to 0 13
Eggs, per doz.......... SRRTRPPURI P UPPN 0 25 to 0 80
Butter fresh .....occovveeeins e e e et e 080 to 0 85

vy salt, imported ........coconinn e 0 25 to 0 80
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MARKETS—(CONTINUED.)

Cheese, trported, per 1o .oooiiiiiiiiiiniiiiii e 020 to 0 25
" ¢4, home made ........... PP . ' none
Pemican; per b, ....oooeenn PP AR 9 20 to 0 00
Buffalo tongmes, each ................... fere e . 050 to 08D
Dried mest, Per 1D, orviriiiii e e 015 to 0 00
Salt, per bushel .......ooopiiivniii, . 2 00 to 0 0D
- Wood, per €ord ....ovviin i 5 00 to 7 OO
Hay, Per toR «ooviiiniiiiiiii e 8 00 to 0 00
Buffalo Robés....ccooveiiiiiiie e 7 50 tol3 00
Buffalo leather, per skin .....oooovvivniiiiiniiciiiinninenn, 2 00 to 3 00
Moose leather, per skin,.................. v e e 6 00 to 7 00
Deer sking, each.....voiriioiie it e 500 to 7 00
SI0EWS, BACKE +vvnreia e ein e iern s re et re e ereereeeans 0 12 to 0 0O

~ The following items, from the ¢ Daily Free Press ™ of the 2und and
218t of September, are of especial interest :

.*“ The auction sale of city lots upon the Magnus Brown homestead
addition — the Burrows property—at the Davis House last evening,
passed off extremely well. Seventy-five. lots were sold at an average
price of $35 each. These lots are situated west of McGregor street.
The prices obtained were higher than it was expected, probably owing to
the prevailing opinion regarding the location of the Pembina Branch
Railway crogsing at Point Douglas.” v

“One more item of taxes paid to-day. Mr. Burrows handed the
collector his check for $417, being the third largest amount of individual
tax on the roll. This does not include the school tax, and represents,
according to the present rate of taxation, over $40,000.”

HUDSONS BAY CO’S AUCTION SALE, OCT. 15, 1874.

Hudson's Bay Reserve, (West of Main Street) City of Winnipeg, Manitoba.
THIRD STREET.

c.
Lot 124. ... John McKinnon ........co cvviiiniiniiines oo s 5%0 00
135....P. Sutherland.... .............. ... e e, 425 00
136....Celestin Thomas ........ e e e e e e 500 00
137....Auvgustin Gerardin ....................... e b 525 06
139....0nesime Monehamp .....ovounevnie e e 560 00
W3, A A Smith. ..o 500 00
145....T. McKenzie .........ioiiiiir et el 505 00
7. RCH Cronn ..o e e 510 00
149, T W MeLane ..o e 505 00
176....W.F.Gouin...................... T 460 00
177.. i X
179..

181. ... Thomas NiXOT .\ cevins i e
(¢) 183....Arch’d M¢Donald. . .
185....Bamuel Duffin .. ...oovvuvenenioneeniinnnnn ... 49000

187....Thomas Scotb. .. . e e 490 00
189....J. H. Morse ......... e e e e e e 510 00
197, .. AL A Smibh: o i i U 500 00
199. ... Henry Reynolds,...., e et i 510 00

201....8 Blanchard .......ooovuiiiiiii i e 580 00



29

FOURTH STREET.
226..‘.4(}. B. C‘la.rk...... F T K B
228....F. B. Cornish . ; , ..
230. . ..Michael Rassell

237....H. 8. Donaldson ..... e R e
239....F E. Cornish : ' : : '
249.. Arch’d MuDona.ld...l‘.'... ......... . S
241..
{c) 234. . J ohn Balsillie )
245,...Q. M. Bergt. Stewart...... .......... ... Ll
247..:.01\ t. Herchemer ........covvivnninoneinnninnn..
249....Colonel Bmith ....... .o ciii il i, R
251, . B B Cormish. .. i e i
(¢) 253....Captain Donaldson ................ ... 1
275, . AR Gerald ... e et ae
277.. ‘Capt DanaldSon. . ovin voi iyt i i e hena e
279. ... Alex. MCPROTSOD .. .vnvit vteieiiiieeieie e aierannans
281....Capt. )13 v s te 450 00
(&) 283. . .Capt. Donaldson ... ‘onere.. 700 00
286..‘..1 G SONdermAR .. ..ot viin it cetveenee s ginae e . 420 00
287....A. R. Gerald ..
289....JohnThompson................................v ............ 420 00
291....John H. O’Donnell...... .. ... ... i iciieinernnnn e 450 00
{€) 298, .. R. W, ROBSIIEr .. oottt ittt it iis cret i 750 00
205.... AMred Boyd...... ..ot e e e 420 00
297....George McDonell ...... e e P 330 00
299....Philip Heiminck ............ oo il 330 00
S01....J,H.ODonmell. . ... ... .. voiiiiiiiiiiiiiinn.n. ... 460 00
FIFTH STRERT.
327....Arch’d McDonald ............ccovnuna.. P 300 00
229.,..John Balsillie.........., ..... P R I P R Iy 300 00
331....Michael Russell............. .ot s, e
1¢) 333....Robert Tait .. ouviiineiiiin i e

335....A, R, Gerald .
337... .F. E. Cormsh
339....John Balsillie

341... .Arch’d McDonald .....ovviniiiiiniiiinanaennn. e 270 00

(c) 343.... John Balsillie . ... ..ue it e e 540 00
345. ... F. E. Cornish. ... ..coner it iee e 280 00
348. ... Alex. McPherson .......oiiie ittt e 280 00
$25,695 €0

1 hereby certify the above to be a true and correct statement of the sales made
by me at Public Auction, on the Hudson’s Bay Reserve, on the 16th Uet., 1874,
LYSTER HAYWARD
‘Winnipeg, Nov. 24, 1874, Auctioneer, &e.

THE GRASSHOPPERS.

A good deal has been said about the ravages of this imsest, and its
destructive properties are greatly exaggerated. There i8 no doubt at all
that as the country settles up, these pests, and they come only at rare
intervals, can be reduced to a minimum. As more land is brought
under cultivation their damage will be comparatively light, and experi-
snce will no doubt suggest many ways of disarming them of thewr power
to commit much harm. They can hardly be taken into eonsideration
when there is anything like comparative settlement.
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Not only is there a great future in store for our Great North-West,
but it is a near future too. Immigration and civilization travel very fast
now-a-days, and there is“hardly anything in the past, wonderful as it has
been, that will compare with what- is likely to- happen in this country
within the next twenty years. Manitoba has been called the Key to the
North-West, and so she is. Her rapidly rising capital, Winnipeg, is in
the same relative position to the Province, as the latter is to ‘the . whole
outside country. Esach cannot progress without benefiting the - other,
and all are destined soon to sustain a dense and vigorous population.
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TN 1860.

The first question of importance that obtrudes itself on one's mind
on arriving at a strange place is, where shall one put up ? and in reach-
ing this settlement it strikes us with double force. We are speaking
antecedently. In 1859 Mr. Henry McKenna, of Amherstburg, Ontario,
opened a hotel for the accommodation of travellers, and it is the only one
and the first that has been started here ; the accommodations are good
eonsidering the difficulties he had to encounter, to explain which we will
take a stroll through this part of the settlement. Lianded on the banks
of the muddy river we at once discover that wharves, even though they
be of a ricketty character, are a great accommodation compared with
their total absence, and much more so in a muddy than a stormy local-
1ty ; we get an ox cart and have our moveables brought to the hotel,
when we are at liberty to move around a little. Discovering that there
i8 no town or village, we inquire for the nearest part of the settlement,
and are informed that it is much about the same for twenty or thirty
miles; we look for some street, sidewalk, or row of business houses for
the accommodaton of so many people, but find none : we inquire for the
stores wanted to supply the demand for home and foreign articles, and
are told that they are very numerous all the way, both up and down, and
that every other house in this locality is one. Let us take a walk around
the stores—we travel a mile or two below the forks of the rivers and see
no signs bearing either—

“GROCERIES & PROVISIONS,” “HARDWARE,” “DRY G00DbSs.”

or ¢ Licensed to Sell Ale, Wine and Spiritnous Liquors.” No person is
apparently troubled with the modern maladies, ¢ Cheap for Cash,”
“Small Profits and Quick Returns,” ¢ Selling out at 20 per cent. below
cost,” “Fall and Winter Stock just received—Call and See,” ““ No
Credit,” ¢ Positively Cash,” ete.; there is no fear of stumbling over
goods on the roadside, and no window decorated with * Ayer’s "Ague
Cure,” “R. R. R.,” or the thousand and one store ornaments of our
cousin Jonathan.

We return, anything but pleased at our acuteness in not find-
ing a store where every other house is one, and ask if
every other house is exposed or concealed. The good-natured
half-breed points towards three or four houses and says, there
are Mr. McDermot’s stores, but he may not be in—you will find him in
that house most likely ; and he bids us good day with a twinkle in his
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eye as much as to say, < well, you must be very ° green,” what country
d4id you come from when you do not even knowastore ? " Weean _merely
say ‘“good day,’ take the implied taunt with a-grain of salt—live and
learn—and start for the store. ‘Arrived there we confront a lot of old
buildings without any windows, and & rough looking door with a strong
; padlock, the whole bearing the air of a dilapidated barn, used to store
odds and ends. We conclude to buy something, and after hunting up Mr.
MecD. we inguire if he has so-and-so.  He answers in the affirmative and
we again arrive at the store: the door being opened, light is admitted,
and a smell is experienced strongly redolent of dried hides, Indian dressed
skins, groceries, ete. : .
~Upon entering, the eye 'searches in- vain for counters, shelves, or
the modern appurtenances of a store. A rusty pair of old balances sup-
ply the place of scales, and a larger pair of the same variety answers
the place of the « platform,” On the floor is'a mowing machine recently
imported, a lot of parchment skins (dressed raw buffalo hides), and moose
skins for making moccasins. In a corner are a lot of these Indian shoes
(moccasins) ; a box of tea and tobacco opened, with many untouched ;
a lot of various colored and sized beads in a box containing a lot of sun-
dries ; various other articles scattered about on the rough table-shaped
counter, or the similarly constructed shelves; in a corner are a lot of
barrels containing nails, sugar, and such eommodities, to make up the
balance. Qur demands being served but our curiosity as yet unsatisfied,
we ask for some other article, of which there are many that take our
fancy, and, in the meantime, direct our attention to the receptacle over-
head, and are informed that those bales, three feet long and a foot square
at the end, containing a lot of broad, thin, long slices of brownish-
colored material, streaked with whitish yellow, are bundles of dried meat.
This is buffalo meat, dried on the plains and prepared for keeping or
exportation ; each slice will be one-fourth of an inch thick, eight or ten
inches wide, and from two to four feet long, with streaks of fat of various
widths interspersed. Seeing a little urchin who has entered by the open
dodr munching awsay at this article, curiosity tempts us to taste it. At
first it is hard, brittle and tasteless, bub as it is masticated, a bland,
mawkish taste it experienced—mawkish, because the idea of preserved
meat in a mind accustomed to the habits of ordinary life, is always
accompanied with the existence of salt, but here it is totally absént; and
the only comparison we can make is the taste of dried blood—if the taste
has ever been experienced ;—but such is custom, that, in time, this arti-
cle' of meat becomes quite palatable, infinitely more so- than the salt
horse which is customary in most places. o :
In looking around we see some very odd looking, hard, hide-eovered
oblong lumps, Sirike them with the foot and they are found to be as
‘hard and apparently as heavy as a stone; the simple answer on enquiry -
is, *‘ that is pemican "—as much as to say, who is so little acquainted.
with the world.as not to know what pemican is ? 'Why, here.we could
scarcely live without it—it is the veritable “ staff of life” either for the-
voyageur of the settler. The Scripture staff of life does not obtain in
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this country, Let us examine this article more closely ; we find that
each piece weighs in the neighborhood of a hundred pounds,
and is from two and a half to three feet long, fifteen to twenty inches
wide, and from seven to nine inches thick, flat on the sides and rounded
on the edges; it is covered with buffalo hides, the hair of which has not
been removed from some ; on others there is none at all, because in sum-
mer time the buffalo has but very little hair, it not being required
in the warm weather, and we find that there is a seam all around the
edge where the two pisces forming the envelope are united. Enquiry
informs us that it contains dried meat potanded up fine and mixed with fat,

Having heard so much about the fur trade we would expect to see
something of its existence more than two or three robes, a fox, and a few
beaver or mink skins, but find that there are only some that came in
during the last few days, as the whole of the stock had been either sent
to York Factory for transportation to England, or to St. Paul for the
American market. They are only collected in the winter time or early
In spring, and are always sent away every spring. Here is a collection
of very fine sewed work in beads, silk and quill, and admiring the very
neat, in fact, artistic workmanship, exhibited in the flower and leaf
representations and from seeing so many Indians around one would be
ineclined to commend the skill of the ladies of the forest, but are
informed that it is altogether the work of half-breeds, that the Indian
women do not take the patience should they have the skill to perform it,
which with the majority is rather questionable. All of their work is of
the rudest kind, and the-few figures they trace on any of their fancy
work shows great want of taste and accuracy of outline. Having
sufficiently trespassed on the merchant’s kindness, and being furnished
with'a key to discover stores in future, the want of windows, we continue
our course and find out afterwards that Mr. MeD. is about as wealthy as
any other man in the settlement, and does more business than any other,
excepting the Company, and that in those stores many thousand pounds
of goods change hands every year, and the building with all its
conveniences would not sell here for more than the estimated value of
the logs of which it is composed.  On the opposite side of the river Mr.
Kittson, an American, has a store that would come nearer to fulfilling
what our estimate of one should be, and several traders of later arrival are
opposing the long cherished customs which have prevailed on this point.
But here as elsewhere illicit traffic in spirituous liquors begins to prevail,
and although it is contrary to law to sell any liquor to an Indian within
forty miles of the settlement, at several places in the summer time tents
may be seen where the all powerful “white eye” can be obtained by going
through the necessary formalities, to avoid infringing the letter of the
law. . A half-breed or a white man can of course purchase, and through
these the infatuated Indian often wreaks his own destruction either by
being drowned, found dead, or falling by the drunken hands of his
associates ; nor is it confined to the male sex alone ; many of the females,
we may say all, drink as much as they can get, and lie ‘out in the bush
without proteetion, or even food, where, hard as they are and used to
exposure, they succumb to the fire-water.
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.FASHIONS.

We will now direct our steps towards the Company’s depot whicl,
as before stated, is on the banks of the Assiniboine at its junction with
the Red River. As we approach we see a lot of buildings enclosed with-
in a stone wall about fifteen feet high, with a sgnall circular tower
rising above either corner facing the rivers, these are pierced for guns,
but no muzzles are protruding to warn off the foe.

At the gateway is a redcoat or sentry and several others moving
around. A hundred men of -the Royal Canadian Rifles have been
stationed here for some years back, at the Company’s expense, to
intimidate the Sioux and other Indian tribes, but they were removed in
the fall of 1861. On entering the enclosure we find a suite of buildings
ocoupying the centre, the Governor’s residence and officers’ quarters, on
the right the store, and on the left the barracks. In the rear are the
storehouses surrounded by a high, close, wooden fence. One is struck
with the apparent ease which exists among all the bystanders ; each one
is engaged in conversation, or smoking with all the dignity and
composure we would expect to find in a potentate who made everything
tremble at his nod.

Mlle. Demorest’'s Mirror of Fashion is not subseribed to in this
locality, nor are the latest importations from Paris paraded before the
eyes of the community by tailors and modistes. The bonnetis an inven-
tion that can be scarcely said tc have been introduced in place of the
handkerchief, shawl or fashionable piece of broadeloth which serves as
the covering for the head and shoulders when the long black hair, nature’s
protector, is considered insufficient. Long dresses, crinoline, and patent
leather shoes neither retard nor assist the motions of the fair. The dress
is the pattern that existed among the middle classes of the old countries
long, long ago, rather short than otherwise, with the addition of that
part of the female costume common among the Indians, consisting of
pantalettes about eighteen inches long, composed of black cloth orna-
mented with variously colored beads according to the fancy of the wearer,
and covering the ankles. The feet are encased in neatly made moceasins
with either silk or bead-work fronts, which undoubtedly serve to show
off the neatness of the foot better than any other variety of slipper that
could be invented.

Now and then some parties may be noticed who wear the more
modern innovations, but they are few, and at first sight a stranger is
inclined to consider the appearance of the Red River ladies as very tame
and forbidding, but in time the sex gains the mastery (as ladies will com-
mand attention and respect, no matter how apparently absurd the fashion
may be that they are inclined to adopt), and the mode, after a time,
ceases to be an object of remark. '

_ The dress of the men is various but is not so much an object of curi-
osity ; it may be summed up as consisting of a.cloth cap, woolen or cot-
ton shirt, vest, coat, pants and moceasins, which are worn as a whole or
in part. Owing to the occupation of the individual, some partake more
or less of the dress of the untutored savage himself. ‘
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H. S. DONALDSON & BRO.,

CORNER MAIN AND ASSINIBOINE STREETS,
SIGIN OF THRE BIG WATCH & BOOK

ARE NOW SHOWING THE LARGEST AND MOST VARIED STOCK OF

Books, Stationery, Saury Goods, Clocks, Wautehes & ajthlru

ISE"WEST OF ST. PAUL, S=f
School Books, Drawing Materials, Wall Paper, Pictures and Frames., '
Croquet Sets, Lacrosse, Cricket Materials, ete., ete. Also, Fine
Jewelry in Brlght and Colored Gold, of the lategt designs. Gold and
Silver Watches by Russell and other celebrated makers. Agents for
Lazarus & Morris's Celebrated Perfected Spectacles, to suit all sights.

MAIN STREET, WINNIPEG MANITOBA.

Investment Agency, Real Insurance
AND GCGENERAT, .A.G-EZL\T T

tol
1oy

The Subscriber is prepared to make investments in this Province on
eligible security—First Mortgages, etc.,—at rates of interest varying from
10 to 15 per cent. Al mformatlon respectmg Investments promptly

supplied on application.
JOHN BREDEN,
106, P. O. Box, Wmmpeg .
Y="Reference—Merchant's Bank of Canada, Wmmpeg .

“JOEN SCHULTZ.
OFFICE ON MAIN STREET, WINNIPEG: NEXT DOOR TO M'MICKEN'S BANK,

DEALER IN FURS & REAL ESTATE,

Agent for Manitoba Investments in Mortgages on Real Estate.

IMPROVED FARMS IN THE SETTLEMENT BELT, AND GiTY LOTS
IN WINNIPEG for SALE.

JOHN RAILSTOIN,
FOUNDER OF BRALSTON'S COLONY, LITTLE SASKATCHEWAN
OFFERS FOR SALE
TLots in the new Town of Almonte, situated in the centre of the Colony on
the Little Saskatchewan, 140 miles due West of Winnipeg. The Town
i8 located at the very best crossing of the Little SBaskatchewan, and will
probably be in the immediate vicinity of the Canadian Pacific. Railway.
TEEMS.—$25 per lot, 66 by 120 feet, half cash, balance in one year.

DPurchasers bound 1o erect bmldmg within one year. For further “information
address G. B. Elliots, Esg Winnipeg P.O., Manitoba.
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MANITOZ ﬁk @@ME@%

WINNIPEG.

O

BOARD OF MANAGEMENT :

A, G. B. BANNATYNE, Chairman ; REV. THOMAS HART M. A -
- - Secretary ‘D MACARTHUR, Esq., Treasurer,

0
Rev. Jorx Birick. Hon. D. A. Swvira, M. P.
CGweerr McMicxen, Eso. Duncan Smvcrarr, Esq.
Hon. WiLriam Frasez. Kennwern McKexzie, Esq.
Rev. Auex. MATHESON, Hon. Donaup Guny.
Joun Surmmrnanp, M. P. P. Jormn F. Bamn, Esq.
Rev. Samuer Dornarpson, B. A, Rev. Pror. Brycs.

o

STAFF :

REV. GEORGE BRYCE, M. A., Professor of Science and Literature.
REV. THOMAS HART, M. A, Professorof Classics and Modern Languages.
REV. JOEN BLACK, } Lecturers in Sj U Cours

REV. JAMES ROBERTSON, in Special Courses.

0

This College, like Upper Canada College, Toronto, educates for
second year in the University of Toronto. Commercial Department
specially attended to. Students prepared for Surveying, Medicine, etc.
Instruction is also given to Theological Students. Two Medals presented
by the Governor (Gteneral are open for competition. :

I=="Calendar, w1th Fees and Board Rates, can be ilad from
Prof. Biyce.
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ALFRED W. BURROWS,

Winnipeg, Manitoba,

OFFERS FOR SALE

1,600 CITY LOTS IN WINNIPEG,

Being the subd1v1s1ons of the tracts lately known as the Mulhgan, Land-
Ness, Tristan, Sarjeant, and Ma,ornus Brown properties.

These estates are eligibly situated in the Western and Northern
- parts of the City, and are intersected by the only two main thorough-
fares—Main Street and the As‘siniboine‘Roa,d—leadi.ng to the Seftle-
ments. S l

Several thousand dollars have already been expended by the pro-
prietor upon these properties, in Sidewalks, Tree- Planting, Free Lots
for building and residence, and Parks (of which there are two); and
having reserved a proportion of the lots from sale, purchasers may be
assured of continued efforts to increase their value. '

He alio offers for sale 500 lots in Gaillie’s subdivision of the Town
of Morris, at the junction of the Southern Railroad (Manitoba) with the
Red River, and a few choice quarfer sections selected with a view fo
future commercial advantages

Mr. Burrows will spend the winter in Ontario and may be addressed
until Marh next:

Care of G. & H. B. Morphy Solicitors, elc.

EXPRESS BUILDINGS,

TORONTEO.



ROBERTS HOUSE,

Winnipeg, Manitoba.

The ROBERTS HOUSE is well-worthy the attention and patronage
-of the first-class travelling and comimercial publie. It has a frontage of
150 feet on'Second Street. (three storeys high), and 100 feet on Chambers
street, commanding the most ‘interesting view of the City of Winnipeg for
miles above and below the Fort. '

Being centrally located near the Post Office, Business Houses, Banks
-ete., renders it the most desirably situated Hotel in Winnipeg.

The long experience of the subscriber in hotel life in Canada and |
the United States is a sufficient guarantee, at least, to his numerous
friends and acquaintances, that the Hotel will be kept in a/manner to
gecure the comfort of its guests and the patronage of the: travelling
publie.

The Hotel is farnished throughout in a superior minner, and
everything is arranged with a view to the comfort of the guesty.

The Office, Dining Rooms, Wash, Billiard, Bar, Close*l;s,I and Cloak
Rooms are on the ground floor.

TEHIX BITJJJARI ROOM

‘Will be under the able management of Mr. D W. CRONN, fro Chicago,
late of the firm of J. M. Brunswick, Balk & Co.

N.B.—The house is thoroughly new in every respect.

¥=" In connection with the House is
A COMMODIOUS LIVERY STABLE.

| R. H. CRCNN.
Winnipeg, September, 1874,
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