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To His Honor, 

The Honorable AUGUSTE REAL ANGERS, 

Lieutenant-Governor of the Province of Quebec. 

MAY IT PLEASE YOUR HONOR: 

I beg to submit the Description of the Surve7/ed Townships and Explored 

Territories of the Province of Quebec, taken from the official reports of SIlJ"oe.l/s f!Jled 

in the Crown Lands Departmeut, as well as from those of the Geological 8I1r"c.I/ of 

Canada and other official sources. 

The object of this publication is to supply information with regard to 
the agricultural, forest and mineral resources of the Crown domain. 

The Crown Lands department has been in the habit, especially for 

some years past, of publishing certain extract from the reports of surveys 

and explorations; but there is in the vaults of the department a multitude 

of reports, which have not yet seen publicity, although they contain much 

valuable information. As for those which have been published, it is not 

an easy matter to procure them all without a certain amount of labor which 
few persons care to undertake, and it is moreov.er almost impossible to 
co-ordinate, them so as to be able to form an opinion of the value of any 

particular region as regards either the quality of the soil, the character of 

the timber ot' the existence of minerals. Lastly, the reports of the Geolo
gical Survey of Canada, especially the earlier issues, contain information of 

great value respecting parts of the Crown domain generally little known. 

These early reports have become extremely rare, so that there hardly 
remained any other way to bring them to the knowledge of the public, 

,except to reprint them. 

I venture to hope that, in making the value of our public lands better 
known. .U1is hook will have the effect of stimulating the demand for those 
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lands, thereby increasing the revenues of the Government and giving a 

powerful impetus to the great work of colonization, which are the two 

principal objects I am striving to attain in the adminilStration of this 

department. 

Ideas more or less erroneous are generally entertained regarding the 

geography or rather the superficial geology of the province of Quebec: 

because the estuary of the St. Lawrence is bordered by two ranges of 

mountains, it is concluded that the country tra.versed by these heights is 

everywhere mountainous, rocky and barren; and, in very many minds, 
the notion is rooted that we have no good arable lands outside of the 
immediate "alley of the great river, whi0h does not amount to a fourth of 
the total extent of the province. I trust that the present publication will 

remove these false impressions, since it clearly establishes that, between 
these ranges of hills, there are immense plains, with a soil, to say the least, 

as rich and as easy to cultivate as that of the great St. Lawrence valley 

itself, which is designated by our geologists under the name of the Cham
paign region. 

An analysis of the reports of surveys and explorations shows that 

behind the mountain chain, extending from Cape Tourmente to the 

Ottawa a little above Hull, there is an immense plain which stretches to 
the eastward through the valley of the river Matawin to the neighborhood 

of the St. Maurice. The general level of this plain is not more than 2·50 or 

300 feet oyer that of the sea and is only broken at rare intervals by small 
rocky ridges or hills. On striking the region of the Matawin, the general 

direction of this plain trends towards the north north-east and then 

continues by the fine plateau between the rivers Trenche and Windigo to 

Lake St. John, where it connects with that splendid valley bounded by the 
mountains bordering the Saguenay on the north-east. The length of this 

belt of level lands, mostly of remarkable fertility, is close upon 400 miles 

and its average breadth approaches 60, which forms an area of 24,000 miles 
or 15,360,000 square acres. The region drained by the part of the Ottawa, 

comprised between the headwaters of that river and Lake Temiscamiugue 

as far as the height of lands, forms another plateau lying 600 or 700 feet 



above the sea level, generally flat and including a good deal of arable land 
under the head both of soil and climate, and is separated on its southern 

side by another range of mountainous country from the great plain already 

described. 

I invite Your Honor's attention to these facts, which are attested by 

the official reports of surveys and explorations, and which conclusively 
show that this northern region, too often represented as a country of moun

tains and for the most part unsuited to settlement, contains more than 
20,000,000 of acres of good level lands, where colonization and agriculture 
may be carried on under the most advantageous conditions. 

In rear of the mountains of the south shore, there is the great Silurian 

and Devonian plain extending from the river Chaudiere to Gaspe and 

comprising 3,000,000 acres of the best arable lands or very nearly as much 
as the total acreage under cultivation in the whole province. It is impos

sible to read the reports of the explorers without being struck with the 

immense resources which these fine lands offer to agriculture. In my own 

report for the fiscal year 1888, I directl'd Your Honor's attention to the 

advantages which this region holds out to agriculture. and I trust that this 

volume will have the effect of directing a portion of the colonizing move
ment towards this fine country, which is capable of sustaining a numerous 

population in ease aud comfort. 

Even should this book have no other effect except to spread a better 

knowledge ofthese two great fields for colonization, I am of opinion that its 

utility will be already established beyond question. 

CROWN LANDS DEPARTMENT, l 
Quebec, 8th October, 1889. ~ 

GEO. DUHAMEL, 

Commissioner of Crown Lands. 





PRELIMINARY NOTES. 

The present publication is divided into two parts: SUlTe)": of tOWll
ships, and sunTeys or explorations of districts, rivers and ·territories. The 
first part is arranged according to co un ties and gives, under the name of 
each township, in the order of date, the essential portions of all the reports 
of survey that han~ been made upon such township. By comparing these 
different report, an exact idea can be formed of each township from the 
agricultural, forest or mineral point of view or, in other words, whether it 
contains good arable land, timber or mines capable of being worked. The 
reports of explorations of districts furnish similar information, the only 
difference being that it applies to more extensiYe and less clearly defined 
tracts. 

Now let us glall,:e at the principal charaderistics of ea"h region: 

OTTAWA REGION. 

This region has an area of about 40,130.53 miles or 25,683,5--10 acres. It 
embraces the counties of Pontiac, Uttawa, Argenteuil, Two Mountains, 
Terrebonne, Laval, Montcalm, L'Assomption, Joliette and Vaudrellil, as 
well as parts of the countieR of Berthier, Maskinonge and St. Maurice. The 
greater portion of this territory belongs to the Laurentian formations, which 
is tanamount to saying that, in many places, its surface is generally 
broken, rocky and mountainous. It is cut in all directions by large rivers, 
of which the principal are the following: 

Names. Length. Arm Drained. 

Du Moine ........ . 120 miles 1,600 miles: 
Noire ...................... .. 128 " 1,120 " 
Coulonge .................. . 160 ., 1,800 " 
Gatineau .................. . 400 " 9,000 
Du Lieyre ................. . 160 " 3,000 II' 

Petite Nation ............. . 50 " 1,250 " 
Rouge ..................... .. 100 3,000 " 
Du Nord .................. .. 45 " 1,200 " 
L' Assom ption ............ . 50 500 .c 

B 
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These riYers furnish fine water powers and splendid channels for the 
floating and transport of timber. Their valleys also contain good agricul
tural lands, holding ou t all the ad vantages desirable to colonization, which 
is adYancil1g rapidly in this region. Owing to the lumber trade, the settlers 
filld an ('xcdlent market for their farm produce in the chantiers, as well as 
work during the winter for themselves and their working cattle. 

A nry erroneous opinion generally preyails regarding the quality of a 
!!ro~'at part of the lands in the OLtawa region. Because these lands are 
~oyered with pine forests, it is taken for granted that they ~ll'l~ necessarily 
poor an unsuited to tillage. This is a mistake, a~ has been proven by 
experience and by surveyors who are regarded as authorities in such 
matters. Here is \Y hat Snrn'yor James McArthur says in a report uated the 
:?lst October, 1864; 

,. The opinion ad\-allced by interested p.uties tll'lt pine timbjr only 
.. grows upon soil of inferior quality is merely a popular falla'~y, which the 
" experieue,\ of every practical farmer and lumberer on the Ottawa proves 
" to be ineorred, for it is a fact that cannot be disputed that the best 
" quality of white pint' timber is usualy found growing among hard wood, 
" and that the most producti ,-e farms in this section of the province were, 
" in their primiti\'e state, co\-ered by a very cunsiderable proportion of pine 
" tilnber." 

The fact is that the finest agricultural lands in the yalleys of the 
Rouge, the Liene and Gatineau rivers were formerly covered with splen
<hd pine forests, where the lumber merchants carried on extensive and 
lucratiye operations. At many points, colonization has followed in their 
\vake and trallsformed these lands into fine farms which now support a 
11 umerous agricultural population in ease and comfort. 

Generally speaking, the soil of the Ottawa region consists of a yellow 
loam, compost'd of ferruginous clily mixed with sand, usually fertile and 
c·asily tilled. But there are exceptions which desen-e to be noted. Thus, in 
the lake Temiscamingue couniry and as fIr as lake Abbitib~j, there are 
immense tracts of day and loam lands of th~ grea.test fertility. A zone of 
similar, but 1;till richer and more exiensi ve lands OCCUl'S about sixty miles 
to the norfh ward of Hull and takes in the townships of Lytton EO'an , 0 , 

)Ialliwaki, Campbell, Robertson, Kensington, Sicotte, Aumond, Bouthillier, 
Kiamika ;md Dudley, as well as seyeral other of the surrounding townships. 
In one of his reports, ~Ir. James McArthur states that nowhere else ill the 
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Ottawa country is there so large an extent of really good and fertile lands 
as in the townshipsofManiwaki, Egan. Aumond, Sicotte and Lytton. These 
lands are genenlly level, their surface being only broken by a few rocky 
hillocks, are tra,'ersed by magnificent streams and offer in all respects the 
greatest advantages to agriculture. The soil for the most part is composed 
of excellent clay, occasionally mixed with a yellow loam and, in some 
places. with fine gravel. This gravel lessens the stiffness of the clay and 
makes it easier to drain, as well as more penetrable to the air and the 
other ntmospheric agents, a circumstance which proportionately increases 
its agricultural value. 

This belt of good lands extends towards the north-east into the valley 
of the Matawin, which is comprised in the St. Maurice region, and unques
tionably constitutes one of the finest regions of the whole province} for 
colonization and agriculture. 

The region more to the iiouthward, comprising th' townships almost 
wholly settled or in course of settlement, is more hilly and rocky, and its 
soil is generally less rich and more difficult to ('ultivate, whil'h, however, 
has not prevented it from being inhabited hy a numerous and prosperous 
population in the counties of Ottawa, Argenteuil and Terrebonne and from 
still presenting a yast field for colonization. 

It is well to nOle that, in the counties of Argenteuil and Ottawa, the 
lands which adjoin the ri \'er are far from being as good in point of soil as 
those ftnther back in the interior, that is to say, that they are more broken, 
hilly and rocky and less fertile than the lands situated in the rear and more 
to the northward. It is in this quarter that the main chain of the Lau' 
rentides is traversed or rather cut by the Ottawa river and consequently 
the lands nearest the banks of that river belong to the L:mrentian srstem 
and are marked by all its characteristics, while the region more to the 
northward is not touched by those mountains and natunlly presents a 
more level and fertile soil. All the explorers who have traversed this 
region more to the northward agree in saying that it forms in every respect 
one of the finest agricultural sections of the proyincl'. It is broken only by 
low hills coyered \",ith a light hut fertile soil and separated by "alleys ill 
which a great deal of alluvial, clay and occasionally sandy and loamy lallds 
of the greatest richness Ol~cur. Frequently, thL'se lands are emiched with 
yegetable debris and mould which form one of the most IIdyantageons soils 
fo. tillage. Lands of this kind are therefore preferred and songht out by 

. the srltlers, especially in the valleys of the Gatilleau and Du Liene ri vel'S, 
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where there are extensive settlfments for more than sixty mill's into the 
interior (*) 

As for the climate, a glance at the map of the province is t>nough to 
show that by far the greater part of the colonizable lands of the Ottawa lie 
to the southward of the latitude of Quebec and the remainder very little 
north of it. But this difference of latitude is more than compensated by the 
longitude. It is calculatt!d that a degree of westing is equivah·nt to a cor
responding rise of a degree in the temperature. No\y. the difference of 
longitude bet""een Quebec and the Ottawa region is from four to ten degrees~ 
and the same difference is observed in the temperature, as established by 
experience and vegetation in the absence of thermometrical observa
tions. The bass wood, vyhich the climate prevents from growing in the 
neighborhood of Quebec, is to be found nearly all O\'er the Ottawa region, 
even to the north of lake Temi&camingne, in th,> environs of which the 
maple, elm and hemlock also occur - all woods whose growth in variably 
bespeaks a climate favorable to agriculture. 

Besides its forests, which are the richest and finest in the pro\'ince, the 
Ottawa region contains considerable milwral wealth. One of its iron mines 
has long been worked and, in several other plac'.'s indications ha\'e beeu 
found of deposits susceptible of profitable development, when the means of 
transportation are easier. The mines of phosphate of lime or apatite already 
furnish enormons quantitirs of .1. product of superior quality, and there is 
every reason to belie .... e that many others \yill be discovered fully as exten
sive and as rich. In the meantime, the mines adually in operation are not 
less the richest and the most prolific yet disco\'ered either in America or 
Europe. 

(* L,. Nun/, p. :!ll. 



xxi 

ST. MAURICE REGION. 

This region is traversed throughout its greatest length by the noble 
river whose name it bears. Allowing for its sinuosities, the course of the 
St. Maurice is upwards of 350 miles in length and it takes its rise at about 
1,500 feet above the level of the sea at Three Rivers. Its principal affiuents 
are the following: 

Left bank. Right bank. 

Mekinac ..................... . 30 miles. Shawinegan ................... 35 miles. 
Bostonnais (Little) ........ , 37 " Matawill ...................... 95 " 
Bostonnais (Great) ......... . 50 " Rat .................... , .......... 35 " 

- Croche ....................... . 90 " Vermillon ...... ........ ...... 75 " 
Trenche ...................... . 102 " Flamand ....................... 40 " 
Pierriche (Little) .......... . 22 " J\![anouan ................... , ... 77 " 
Pierriehe (Great) ......... .. ~5 " Au-Ruban ..................... 36 " 
Windigo .................... . 50 " 

Starting from a point about a dozen miles distant from the mouth of 
the river St. Maurice, the St. Maurice territory is en~rywhere hilly and even 
mountainous in many places. The soil all oyer consists of a generally 
good yellow loam, except in several of the riYer valleys, which contain 
splendid alluyial lands. A mong others may be more particularly mentioned 
the valleys of the rivers Mekinal', Bostonnais, ('roche, Flamand, au Rat, 
Wessonneau and Vermilion. On the left bank of the St. Maurice as far as 
the confluence of the riYer (,roche, there are hardly any settling lands 
except in the region of the lake and river Meki!lac, in which are situated 
the townships of Mekinac, Boucher and Carignan, and the township of 
Malhiot, at the mouth of the river Bostonnais. In rear of these townships 
and contiguous to the St. Maurice, there are at several points among the 
mountains numerous strips of good land, but their extent is too limited to 
permit the formation of advantageous settlements. Exception, however, 
must be made for the region of the Great Bostonnais river, which comprises 
about 175,000 acres of arable land suited to colonization. This tract is 
comparatively level, especially in the upper part of the valley and possesses 
an easily cultivated soil, mainly composed of yellow loam and grey loam, 
generally overlaid with a rich yegetable mould. 

One range could probably be opened for a distance of sixty miles from 
its mouth, on each side of the river Croche, whose valley, hemmed in 
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between two ranges of mountains, contains alluvial lands of remarkable 
richness. 

Beyond the river Oroche, there is a stretch of good lands, which calla for 
sppcial melltion. These lands are bounded to the east by the range of 
hejO'hts adJ'oininO' the rj,er Oroche, to the west by the river Windigo, and to 1"1 

to the north by the height~ in which the rivers Trenche and Piel'l'iche take 
their rise. The area emhraced within these limits has a superficies of 1,500-
000 acres and is compo~ed of the best lillage lands. Apart from a few rocky 
hillocks, chiefly in the neighborhood of the ~t. :Maurice, these lands are 
level, with a slope to the southward. They ha ve nearly all been swept by 
fire, which greatly facilitates the work of clearing them. There still 
remain s~me stretches of primitive forest, but the timber is generally of 
second growth, which, however, does not pren~nt there being a sufficiency 
for the requirements of settlers. The soil, free from rocks, is composed of a 
yellow and a grey loam, mixed with sand in some places and everywhere 
covered with a rich bed of mould. There is here, in fact, one of the finest 
openings for colonization. 

From the river Windigo to Kirkendatch, a distance of a hundred miles, 
the soil presents few ad,antages to agriculture, judging from the tests 
made thus far, and the climate does 110t seem to be much more favorable. 
At Weymontachinque, a little higher up than the confluence of the Win
digo, excellent cereal and root crops have been raised, out they cannot be 
relied upon with certainty, as they are freqnently prevented from coming 
to maturity by frosts and the shortness of the ngricultural season. Beyond 
Kirkendatch, and on both sides of the St. Maurice, the country is abso
lutely unfit for cultivation, as WE'll owing to the nature of the soil as to the 
climate: at the most it could only be turned to profitable account by utiliz
ing for pasturage the natural meadows which are met with at several 
places on the banks of the St. Maurice. 

There are np'wards of 850,000 acres of cultintble land, as far as soil 
is concel'l1ed, in the valleys of the ri,rers Manouan and au Ruban, which 
are in general pretty leypl. Unfortunately, howe""r, it is claimed that the 
tE'mperature i~ nen'r hiC!h "Il')Il~'h to ripell t'l'r,~"ls in the neighborh"oi of 
Weymontachinque, a post ~ituated in latitude 47" 54' 2-1:", so that all 
occupying the same astronomical position mu~t be struck off. 

The valleys of the river Flamand, Great and Little, and of the 
river des Grandes-Battures form a triangle, having its apex at the 
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southwestern extremity of lake Mondonak and an area ot' about 
600,000 square acres. These lands are generally l~n~l, excppt around 
lake MOl1donak, where they are mountainous and unfit for tillage. The 
part which adjoins the St. Maurice appears to be of the same q llality as the 
lands of the river Pierriche, on the opposite bank, equally level and possess. 
iug a soil composl'd of good yellow al1(l !,(T('y loam. AC"()rdin~!' to the 
reports of the survey-ors who haye explored this region, the plateau from 
which the Great Flamand river draws its waters consists of level and 
pretty good land, supporting a growth of pine, tamaraG and birch. 

The rivers Vermillon, au Lai t, LaTuque, au Rat, Wessollnenu and B~te. 
Puante, as well as most of the numerous lakes in that region. are bordered 
by strips of alluvion. forming a soil of superior quality, and, throughout its 
w hole extent, the climate is the same as at Three Ri vers, wi th this difference 
that, if the mt'rcury falls a little lower in winter, it rises on thl~ other hand 
higher in summer, to such a degree, in fact, that all the grains. which ripen 
along the St. Lawrence, come equally to perfect maturity at the riYer au 
Rat, more th1n sixty miles to the north of Three Rivers. 'I'll<' explorations 
thus far made go to show that, in the region drained by thpse different 
rivers, there is enough good land to form several parishes. 

Next comes the immense valley of the riwr Matawin, with an area of 
about ],250,000 square acres. It measures sixty miles in length from east 
to west and its breadth, which hardly exceeds fifteen miles in the vicinity 
of the St. Maurice, enlarges considerably going west until it exceeds fifty 
miles between lakes Cypress and Morialice. The vicinity of tlll' St. Maurice 
is mountainous and slightly rocky, but, in advancing westwad, the rocks 
disappear, the ground becomes more and more level and the quality of the 
soil notably improves, after passing the eastern boundary ot tIll' county of 
St. Maurice. From this point, the valley of the ~Iatawin forms a gr.!a t 
plateau of goou arable land, with a soil composed of rich yellow loam and 
grey loam, generally covered with a layer of v.=getable monLl, sometimes 
mixed with slight beds of gravel or a light and sandy soil. TIl<' heights are 
covered with these different kinds of soil, but the lands bordering' the rivers 
and 13kes ar·· rieher and prf'sent to thl' view of th" f'xplon·r immense 
alluvial tracIe' of the hight'st fertility. Th,'~" rich allui'ial plateaux occur 
principally on the banks of the ri\"l'r du Milil'u and lake· Clair, ill the 
counties of Maskinollge and Berthier. (*) 

(*) Le Nord. 
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In 1869, Hon. Louis Archambault, then Commissioner of Agri· 
culture and Public Works, visited the valley of the Matawin, and here is 
what he stated of that region: 

" To the north of Montreal, within a few years, colonization has made 
a great stride in cros~ing the Laurentian chain and in introducing settlers 
into the yaEey of the river Mantawa, an affluent of the St. Maurice, the 
waters of which flow from the same plateau as those of the tributaries of 
the Otiawa.*** A few miles farther up, the township of Provost is reached, 
by cutting perpendicularly the southern line of this township. Here, the 
land is goon and fit for settlers, as the Laurentian chain is passed. Three 
miles from this, is the settlement of the Rev. Mr. Provost. 

" Thi~ group is the centre of a fine parif'h ; for a radius of not less than 
six milE's, ill all directions, extends a plateau of splendid lands, principally 
wooded with maples. a clear indication in itself of the fertility of the soil. 
There is a limestone quarry here, on the shores of lake St. Louis. For three 
consecuti,·,> years, the crops in this settlement haye attained the most 
perfect ma t nri t y . 

" Where the road crGsses the river Man ta wa o,-er a floating bridge, the 
eye discerlli:; lovely promontories and fi!le prairies. On de~l'ending to the 
east the land is level and continues so until Pine lake is rl>:lched, where is 
situated the extensive farm worked by jlr. Hall, a wealthy merchant of 
Quebec, for the purpose of supplying his lumber chantit'r,'" In general the 
soil consi~ts of yellow land tolerably deep: here and thpm it is dry and 
sandy. 

"Ascending the ri"er towards the west, bf'yond jlount Rohen-al, 
splendid forests and good lands are met with; the soil i,; also loamv and 
occasionally ro,'ky. The timber is usually hard wood, but there is still"some 
pine. The portage is passed at the Rapide Brule, whE'rl' We euier the yalley 
of the riwl' des Aunaies, a tributary of the Mantawa. Here the land is low 
and prairie. As far as the eye can reach, it discovers but :1. forest whose 
,iyid green is here and there marred by patches scarred an,l withered by 
fires. On either ~ide of the river, the land is excellent in quality, and 
ample room exists for the formation of at least two fine parishes. 

" From the Rapide Brule, whence begins the .alley of the Aunaies, to 
lake Bourget, there are about thirty-two miles na,-igable; in all there are 
five portages, the longest ot' which is about fifteen acres. The banks of the 
river are ill some places fiye and in others twelye feet in height; some 
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portions of the land are covered with hay, while others are ri('hly studded 
with alders, which line long distances and indicate great richness of soil. 
These 36 miles along the shores of the Mantawa afford every opportunity 
for the establishing of not less than six new parishes. 

" Where the river Bourget falls into the Mantawa, the land to the north 
and west as far as the eye can reach is level. The soil is composed: 1 v Of a 
bed of decomposed yegetable matter of several illches ill dppth. 2° It is in 
other places overlaid with coatings of a whitish salld which is not unlike 
ashes in appearance. 30 There are depths of a yellowish loam \y hich is very 
rich. 4° The subsoil is a greyish clay mixl'd with sand representing 
silicious clay. The forest consists of red and white spruce, tamarac, cedar 
and white birch. To the north, in the direction of the SO~1l'<::es of the river 
Milieu, hard wood is to be found and fine maple groyes abound. 

" The climate is similar to that of the \'allpy of the st. La \\'l'ence ; rains 
and storms are not more frequent, and yet ill winter there falls less snow, 
than 011 the mountains; a fact, which no doubt contributes much to render 
the climate on the other side of the Laurentides extremely mild, is that 
this chain of mountains protects the plains against the north-east winds. 

" From the mouth of the river Bourget to the head of the Mantawa, 
there is room for six or eight parishes, and on the strip of hard wood land 
that runs towards the head of the Milieu ri,'er, four or five other parishes 
might probabJy be established. 

" Descending to the south, by lake ala Ha('he, and taking the northern 
slope, up the LaurPlltides, a yast territory is reached, coyered with hard 
wood groves that stretch to the west as far as 1'i ,rer aux Lievres. In this 
space, if we include j he land situated to the south of lake Bourget, on which 
the Pro yost road pa&St'S, there is room to establish six parishes. 

"It will appear then that in the section of country, which I havejust 
attempted to describe, it is possible, due allowance being made for unpro
ductive patches of land, to organize advantageou~ly on both shores of the 
river Mant:l.wa, without being obliged to go far back, about 24 new parishes, 
capable of containing forty thousand souls. 

" At the head of the Mantawfl, the valley unites itself with the plateau 
watered by the Rouge riyer and the river du I.ievre; and further on with 
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the lands crosspd by the Gatineau and its tributaries; we then enter into 
the valley of the Ottawa." (*) 

The foregoing clearly shows that the St. Maurice region contains 
immense stretches of good agricultural lands. The region of the ri,"ers 
Windigo and Trenche, as well as the grl'at valley of the Matawin, among 
others, offers to settlement aliYantages WhICh are scarcely exeelled in any 
other part of the produce. In the portion of the :-;t .. \lanri,e territory, 
where the climato is fa,'orable to farming operations, there are rocky and 
barren spots, but these are the exception and not the general rllle. 

With the exception of phosphate of lime, the economic minerals 
of the 8t. Maurice region are about the same a:-; tho'e of the Ottawa. The 
ores of iron are found nearly all OVl:'r, but chi,·fiy in Ihe lands of Laurentian 
formation, of which the magnetic oxyde is, so to say, the characteristic. 
Limonite or bog ore, which is produced by the decomposition of the 
oxydes of iron in the bed rock, occnrs in almost e,ery place where 
water has rested and. in several in;;tanct's, in workable quantities. 
Plumbago, of excellent quality, is said to exist in the glh'i&soid rocks 
of the Coucoucache and the riYer au Hat, and a yein of galena occurs 
in a chain of rocks on the banks of the riYer Treuche. It is probable that 
l\ careful exploration by competent men would lead to th,' discon·ryof 
really important mineral wealth, but nniortunately thl-) Geolo~'ical Survey 
has neYer yet thought proper to extend its in ,'estigations to this region. 

BATI~CAN, PORTNEUF AND QUEBEC REGION. 

To the uorthward of the county of Portneuf, the country tran'rsed by 
the river Baliscan contains, properly spl'aking, no land suited to coloniza
tion. The amount of land, susceptible of tillagl:', is too limited to permit 
eVen small and unimportant settlements to be forme I in the fpw places 
where settlement is possible. In the most fa,-ored spots, e'lough of l"ulti
vahle sjl:w" elm hardly hl~ found to make three or four farms. The ,,,hole 
of this region is not hing bnt a seril's of rod\:s, which are often bare, and 
l'ayines almost without hllttom. This tract of sterile land eXll'nds L>astward 
to the Murray river, in the county of Charleyoix, and must be classed 
among' the regions which hold out no prospect to colonization. In addition 

(*) Report of the Commissioner of Agriculture and Public Works for 1869, pages 13 to 17. 
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to the fact that the soil is rocky, poor and too broken to be cultivated, the 
tfmrerature is also too low and too damr to ripen grain. On these moun
tains, there is frost in every month of the summer, and the condensation is 
such that the smallest clouds, coming from the south chiefly, are precipi
tated in rain as they pass over these heights. The sole resources of this 
country are fish, which are abundant, timber, and p<1sturagc in the parts 
ravaged by fire, which, along the Lake St. John colonization road, in the 
neighborhood of Great Lake Jacques C<1rtier, have an extent of 20 to 25 
square miles. In this great bruli,.:, where there remain only a few trunks 
of trees, there are, along the rivers, around the lakes and between the rocky 
hills, splendid pasturagE's abounding with grass of the best quality. The 
forests are almost exclusively composed of conifers and include a good dea.l 
of fine spruce, which is being worked by different lumber merchants. Fish 
in this region are everywhere abundant in the ri,ers and myriad lakes with 
which it is dotted, and fur-bearing animals are found in it in pretty consi
derable numbers, especially the ('aribou, which frequent particularly the 
section traversed by the colonization road to Lake St. John. 

LAKE ST. JOHN REGION. 

This region presents one of the finest and vastest fields to the great 
work of colonization. It is naturally divided into two \'ery distinct parts : 
the southern to the south of the lake and the northern and north western 
to the north and west of the lake. 

The belt to the south of the lake is generally mountainous and rocky, 
but embraces a good deal of land suscepti ble of ad \rantageons culti vation, as 
proven by thl~ prosperous condition of the numerous settlements which it 
contains. The poorest and most uncnltivable part lies south of lake Keno
gami, where the chain of t,pe Laurentides throws out a spur to the north
ward, which extends to the banks of that lake. A t the two extremities of 
this belt, that is to say, to th'l east and to the Wl':;t, till'!'" is mn.;h more 
arable land, and this land is also of mnch bdter quality. }Jr. ~llrvey()r 
:qumais has established that, in the region of lake Bouchette and Commis
sioners' lake, there is a sufficient quantity of good land to form prosperous 
settlements and that the work of colonization might be pursued there under 
the best conditions. To these natural advantages must be added the 
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facilities furnished by the Quebec and Lake St. John railway, which runs 
through this district. 

The eastern part contains equally good lands. It is trayersed by the 
great St. Urbain road, which gives it easy communication with the por~8 
of St. Alphonse and Chicoutimi. Like the western part, the soil of the 
eastf'rJl section is rocky, sanely and light in certain placL's; but it is com
posed generally of a rich yellow loam easily tilled, and it may be said of 
these lands that they are far rmperior to many others, which support in ease 
and comfort the populations dwelling' in them. 

But the finest lands, without exception, of the whole of this region are 
found to the north of Lake f4t. John. From the river Shipshaw westward, 
this lake is encirded by a belt of le,'el land on Iv broken by the splendid 
rin'r;; which tranrse it and by a f"w rocky hillocks. These fine lands rise 
in a gentle slope northward. 'whi"h gin;'s them a good southern exposure 
and renders j hem all the more favorable to agricultural operations. In the 
to\ynship of Dahon", situated between the two Peribonka rivers, the soil is 
composed of an extn·mely rich clay or yellow loam, and the timber is every
where tall and mixed, including: the elm and ash, which sufficiently denote 
the richness of the land. In the "alle\" of the Little Peribonka rin~r, Mr. 
P.-H. Dumais noted the preyalence of the following woods; grey spruce, 

I-

grey pine or cypress, birch, aspen, white and yellow pine, poplar, ash, elm, 
willow, alder, bass wood, hazel. mountain ash and soft maple. He adds 
that the soil, in gelwral slightly undulating for the first forty miles, is 
composed of grey and yellow clay, allu "ion mixed with sand, on the banks 
of the rinr. and covered with a rich mould on the higher plateaux. 

More to the west, between the P,·ribonka and Chamouchouan rivers, 
lies the rich and extensive yalley of the Mistassini and its principal affiuents, 
the ).1istassibi, au Rat and "\Vassiernska. Three fourths at least of the lands 
drained by these rivers are adapted to tillage. They are composed of grey 
or yellow loam or clay mixed with sand on the surface, with a very deep 
alluvial subsoii, free from rocks, except in a few-places where they crop out 
to break the almost uniform level of th,· plateaus, chiefly between the thir
tieth and fortieth miles from the mouth of the ri,er. The forest is a second 
growth dating from half a century and includes all the various kinds of 
timber of the Lake ~t. John region, eXGept cedar. The river au Rat flows 
through similar lands, winding in a great level, alluvial bottom coyered. 
with splendid timber. The same remarks apply to the section traversed by 
the river Wassiemska, which is nearly as large as the Mistassini and navi· 
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gable for a great part of its course, above the rapids and small falls which 
obstruct the first ten miles. Here is what Mr. Surveyor Dumais says in hi;; 
report on tho survey of the magnificent basin of the Mista~sini and its 
tributaries: 

,. I cannot close this report, Mr. Commissioner, without callin'" vour 
1:> • 

attention to the fact that the work I have done upon these three ri"ers has 
fully confirmed the opinion I had formed of this part of the Lake ~t. .Tohn 
valley from the first explorations I made therein by order of the Gonrn
ment of the province. 

" I am convinced that the greater part of this region comprised in the 
vast basin which surrounds Lake St. John, especially on the northern side, 
that is to say, an extent of four millions of acres in superficies, is l"ompos,>u 
oflands the most favorably adapted to agriculture, as wpll on <1n:O~lllt of 
the richness of the soil as of the mildness of the .. limate. 

" As a fair comparison, I think I am warranted in stating, without fear 
of being taxed with exaggeration, that we have in this Lake St .Tohn basin 
a sufficiently large extent of fine and good land to easily furnish hom,'s for, as 
dense a population as any inhabiting- the finest part of the St. Lawrence 
Talley, that occupied by the cauntif's of Richelieu, Yamaska, Ven·heres, 
'Hagot, St. Hyacinthe, Rouville, St. John's and Napienille. The allu\'ion~ 
of Lake 8t. .T ohn are deepor and more extensi \Te than those watered by the 
rivers Richelieu and Yamaska. As for the "'limate, we have nothing' to 
envy those places. " 

~ccording to the statements of all the oxplorer~, th,> "alley of the ri ,,'r 
Ohamouchouan contains still better lands. A clay soil prevails everywhere, 
and in many places it is overlaid with a thin bed of sand, which, by mixing 
witll the clftY when ploug-hed, admirably ad,lpts this soil to wheat culture. 
There are neithl'r rocks Bor ravines, and the land all O\'er i6 of the easi,'st 
tillage, especially in the to\YBships of Demeules and Ashuapmouchonan, 
which have a collecti "e area of 80,000 acres. The township of Dutierin, 
higher up the Chamouchouan ri"er, contains lands as rich, if not richer, 
iccording to the statement of Mr. Surveyor Gagnon. It is e,'erywhere a 
strong loam or a layer of yellow loam or sandy mould, resting- 011 a clay, 

.,subsoil. This tract is level, free from rocks aud cO\'ered with different 
kinds of well grown timber-birch, elm, ash, aspen, spruce, balsam fir and 
some pine, in the places which have not been swept by fire. 
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In 1884 or 1885, the Abbe Laflamme conducted explorations in the 
Lake St. John Region f0r the Geological Survey and here is what he says of 
the valley of the river Chamouchouan : 

" In a 10llO' excursion which I made along the Ashuapmouchouan 
'" river, I had occasion to satisfy myself of the immense extent of arable soil,. 

embraced in this fine section of the coun try. These quaternary clays are all 
of marine origin and extraordinary fertility. Colonization would, in thia 
direction, find a very im port ant outlet. 'I 

These good lands continue along the rin'r ChamouGhouan towards the 
north-west, and to,,yards the south-west they extend to the fine plateau 
embraced between the rin'rs Trenche and 'Vindigo, in the St. Maurice 

regIOn 

The splendid lands, situated to the north and especially to the north
west of Lake :-\t. John, merit the special attt'lltion of all friends of coloniza
tion. They represent an art'a of about :),OOU,OOO acres or sufficient to establish 
and support in comfort a farming' population of :250,000 to 300,000 souls. 
They hold out special facilities and adnntages to agriculture from the fact 
that, being len~l and free Irom rocks, tlw)' permit the use of all the impro\'ed 
agricultural implements whidl economizt' labor and render farming easier. 
more expeditious and less expensi,-e, and they could be cultivated quite as 
<ldvantageously, to say the least, as the finest parts of the ralleys of the 
Richelieu and Yamaska rivers. 

SAGUENAY REGION. 

This designation covers all the territory lying to the east of the river 
Shipshaw and of the Saguenay, from the St. Lawrence to the Height of 
Lands, forming the northern b:mndary of the province, or a superficif>l area 
of about 65,000,000 acres. . 

This immpnse territory has been generally depicted as a barren region 
in point both of soil and climate, with '-t'ry fl'w forests susceptible ofbeillg 
lumbered, and, where the ],ol~ks are not absolutely bare, covered with a 
stunted growth of worthless timber. In acceptillg as correct this erroneous 
opinion resulting from the ignorance that has prevailed until late years as l 

to the true character of this great region, the door has been shut against 
the colonization of nearly a third of the land forming the total terl'ltory of 
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the proYince, and the largest portion of this northern district has been 
classf'd as uninhabitable or at the best as only good for hunting and fishing, 
though it offers unquestionable ad,'antages for lumbering and eYen for 
farming, as has been clearly established by the explorations within the last 
twenty y,'ars. 

In. analyzing the reports of the different explorers, the conclusion is 
easily or rather forcib.y reached that the whole of this great country is 
divided into plateaus running from south-west to north-east in a direction 
almost parallel with the shore of the St. Lawrence. These plateaus are 
divided from e[t"h other hy rocky hills rising abo'-e 'the general lcyel and 
forming, so to say, the angles of the "t,'ps or terraces by which the land 
rises to the sum.nit of the> di,-ide bet\yeen the waters flowing into the St. 
Lawrence and those rnnning towards Hudson's Bay and Straits. 

All the great riwrs, which drain this country, flow as nearly as possible 
from north-wl'st to south·east or perp.mdicularly to th,~ general trend of 
the chains of heights or mountaius. A glall':<.' at the map and, especially, 
an examination ot tIll' Sl1l',-,'yors' notes wdl show that the atRuents of these 
great ri,-ers haye a "ery n·arly uniform south-west and north-east flow or 
parallel to the gc'neral conl's~ of th'~ plateaus and transyersely to that of the 
main streams to 'vyhich they carry til> tribnte of their waters. The reports 
of the explorers alsu show that the conr,es of~these great ri,-ers are in almost 
eyery case characterized by an alternation of long stretches of calm water 
with series of casl'ades and falls hollowed out of the solid r02k of the 
mountain rang('. Th"l'e i" no Heed of mnch reflection to conclude that 
these stl'dl'hl'S of calm water, wh·'r,~ the ri,-er beds are generally wider 
than ill the parts broken by falls and casca ies, occur at the spots where 
the~e riyer cross the plateaus comprised between the rocky ridges which 
bound them to the north and sO~lth. All this is perfectly established by the 
report of Mr. John Neilson, beari ng the datA of December, 1888, on the 
exploration of the ri,'er l'.Iecatina. Here is what he sap; : 

"The physical features of the section of coulliry drained by this 
important riYer are m:lterially different from more \\'e;;tern sections of the 
pro,-ince of Qn._'bcc, particularly north of the st. L:Hvrellce, ,,-here monntaill 
chains as a rule follow th·~ lal'!!,'r water courses, rising abruptly, often 
precipitously, extending on eith~' side in low, broken hills batween which 
lie numerons tributary lak,:,s Oft"il ele,-ated several hUlldred feet aboye 
the artery \yhich they feed; while the '_')llntry throagh which the" Little 
Mecatina" flows, which m.,), be t'rm:d the South Eastern L'lbrddor 
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"Slope," il> marked by ('hains of low hills running parallel t,o and 
increasing in height the further you recede from the coast, forming a 
number of" plateaus" from which the ri,'er drops to the one below in a 
series of falls and rapids. Of these rapids and falls fiye. with intervening 
" plateaus," are encountered in the short distance of 14 1 miles from the sea; 
beyond that distance the first of the two great" plateaus" that characterize 
the section surn,yed is met, through which the river now undivided, 
increasing in width and depth. flows pla,jdly with the exception of minor 
drops at " Smooth Water Ilapid" and another below" Pork Island," Here 
the first important barrier is Pllcot1lltered - a wl·ll defined chain of hills 
trending S. ,y , nHying in height from 200 to 40U feet, and extending in 
breadth about six miles throl1gh whieh the stream narrowed to 4: or .) chains 
forges its way in continuom; ell/lles and ru:-:hing rapids marked Oll the accom
panying plan as" Le Rllp'rl" II,'S .~ejll " after \\' hich a second ,vide" plateau" 
presents itself. The rin'r, widening at some points to 30 ch:\ins and over, 
flows gently past" 'Villiam " and " Margaret Islands," where among a 
numerous group of sand iJ:lIS and gnn'elly islets, a stiff Cllrrent is met to 
" )iok-SIH·bi," a small tributary flowing from the north-east along the base 
of a second chain of hills varying in height from 300 to 500 f,'et and 
through ,yhich, from a north·westerly direction, the rin~r, with ever 
increasiug current, issnes, passing the goal of the present survey 6" m. 
58.47 chs. from initials, ",h.·!'1· posts of standing spruce, squared and cut 
six feet from the ground and duly marked, stand to in,licale the limit of 
this survey and exploration. 

" Beyond the terminal~, tIll' ri \',"', much narrowed and considerably 
decreased in ,'olnmt', hends uortherly auu tortuously rushes in chutes and 
foaming rapids through the oftell precipitous gorges that mark this by far 
tIll' gTeater of the two \Yell defined mountain ranQ'es met since leaying the 
coast, and known to tIll' Indians as the .. ,lIi.'I(/"I)II~n(/'lli,o·I/Il~I"itJ'()" or R~uO'h 

n. ~ 

Mountain range. 

" Information obtained through the polite illtelTelltion of Mr. Scott 
H. B. Co clerk, at }'Iu~(luarO, from an Indian named Martin, as well as 
from personal obsen'atioll, the " JIis/()'IIJ'/'I/JI'lIi'!.!,'t/Il'/I' tju" range, cannot be 
les,~ than t",eh'e or fifteen mile'S ",iut' ; in this distanc,' the stream, forcing 
its way throug:h many imp"uilnentO', des~ellds ill a Q"!',\ue of fwm 50 to 60 
feet per mile and, at'l'orc1inQ' to the Iudian ~Iartin, at Olle' point plUllO't's oyer 

• 0, 

a preclpi'e of great he;~'ht, forming all unrictlled water-fedl, so rt'markable 
that our informant. in the fignrati\'e style peculiar to his ra..:e, described it 
as the hig'hest in all the word * * * * 



XXXlll 

----

" The country bordering the Mecatina on either side, apart from the 
mountain ranges above described, which in a general sense lllay be said to 
run parallel to the line of coast, is studded with low, mostly isolated, 
rounded hills, peat bogs, and lakes, the former having their bast', and the 
laUer their bed, at no great ele,'ation above the stream to which they are 
tributary. Upward from the Natagamu portag2 the bald hills which 
characterize the coast cease to hold, and thence to the extremity of the 
present survey the country is thickly timbered with spruce, ba18am, white 
birch, scattered hill tamarac, much increasin,!:?; in size as! you ascend, which 
form the principal ligneous growth throughout the region explored.The finest 
timber remarked is to be found on the secoud " plateau" extending from 
the "Rapide des ."-ejil" to Mok-Shebi ; spruce mp,asuring from l5 to 20 
inches is common enough, but even ~.5 inches may be here and there met 
with. This timber, through generally free from the usual Haws that 
materially affect Yalue, is tough, close-grained, and knotty. The same i& 
true of balsam, but the scattered groves of hill tamarac observed on the 
" second plateau," would, for use as railroad ties, rather gain than otherwise 
by the increased capacity for holding spikes. 

" The soil 011 either side of the stream, as well as along the numerous 
sluggish creeks that drain the" plateaus" described, is, ill almost every 
case, composed of deep beds ot gray clay or loamy deposits fully equal ill ndlllf'SS 

to similar soils found ill our best a,griclI/tllral districts. At several points on the 
river bank, level strips of land exist, sufficient in length and width to 
make up good-sized farms and, often in near proximity, may be founel 
extensive ., beaver meadows" thickly matted with an unusually luxuriaut 
growth of wild grass whence the settler could house an almost unlimited 
supply of winter f('ed. 

"The islands, four of which desen'e notice, namely: "Sunday," 
"Indian," " William" and" Margaret," are large, well timbered and ,'om
posed of rich loamy soil. "Indian Island," one of the finest and largest, is 
situated by river but 11~ miles from the coa'lt; and perhaps not much 
more than half that distance direct (latitude) would be the best locality to 
test the practicabillty of agriculture in this hitherto overlooked "ast section 
of the province of Quebec; all, howe"er, would depend on the climate, 
regarding which I can only say. that if the splendid summer weather 
experienced during July and August, 1888, may be looked upon as an 
ayerage, I do not hesitate to say that roots, Yogetables, and the hardi,'l' sorts 
of cereals could be cultivated with success and retul'll in excess of even some 
of our very bt'st districts." 

C 
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The sault' phenomena as regards the succession of hill ranges and 
intermediate plateaus haye been remarked in the exploration of all the 
larcre riyers more to the westward. Every,,:here, series of' rapids and fa1l8, 
indicatino' the presence of mountain chains, alternate with intervals of still 
,,;ater, de~lOting plateaus through which the rinrs flow in wide, deep beds, 
almost without chang'e of le"e1. These fads are clearly enough established 
by the reports 011 the exploration of the St. John, Musquaro, Trinity, 
Moisil', Ste. Marguerite, P'mtecost, Maniconagan, aux Outardes, Betsiamits, 
Sault-au·(,ot·hon and Portneuf ri\rers. 

All thest' data g'o to show thftt the superficial' configuration of the great 
country lyiJlg: east o'f the Sagllenay is formed by an altemating series of 
rocky ridg'es and. intermediate plateaus or anticlinals of rock and synclinals 
filled with quaternary deposits Add to this information that supplied by 
the general t.·achings of geology, and it becomes easy to form a pretty 
corred idea ~IS to the nature of tlw soil of this region. 

It is wpl! known that the glaciers, in their descent from the polar 
re!.!·ions, carrivd with them 011 their under surface masses of clay, with other 
substances or like nature, which they deposited as they melted in more 
southerly regions. This explains the origin of the day lands found in the 
Saguenay conntry to the eastward of that river, as well a1> in the valley of 
Lake St. John, where there are in some places beds of clar as much as six 
hundred feet deep. To the action of the glae'iers, depositing these claysl 
snc"""ded that of erosion produced by the marine and fluyiatile currents. 
Ji" t 1H' tiea, \\' hich cOHred the lower sections of the produce during the 
Champlain period, subsided; the waters of the higher portions of the 
Borthern country, in their flow southwards, scooped out the beds ofthe 
great ri\rers traversing the region under consideration. eroding the rock 
ridges and depositing the sands derived from such erosions in the low lying 
grounds near them. Naturally the clay sediments pre.iously deposited by 
the glaciers were co\'ered over by these sands, which, in turn, carried by 
the ri\rers towards the south, there encountered the great current coming 
from the south-west and were distributed by it along the shore ofthe Gulf 
from the Saguenay downwards, precisely in the same manner as were the 
sands carried down by the Ottawa and the St. Maurice, in the region more 
to the westward. It will be easily understood that these beds of sand are 
all the thicker the nearer they occur to the actual shore of the sea' as the 
sea, \\' hich covered the higher grounds, subsided, the course of th; rivers 
lengthened, acquired more strength and occasioned a greater erosion, the 
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detritus of which, below, was increased by all that had already accumulated 
above. 

All this is corroboratp,d by the facts ascertained by the explorations of 
late years. It is established by the report of Mr. James Richardson, of the 
Geological Survey, that, from the Saguenay downwards, the banks of 
the St. Lawrence are nearly everywhere formed of beds of clay, often of 
considerable depth, o,'erlaid by beds of sand attaining a depth of even fifty 
feet. But this depth diminishes on going iuland and it is unquestionable 
that, at the height of the se:1 of the Champlain period, the sandy alluyions, 
must have been altogether local and only met with in the immediate 
vicinity of the rivers, always overlaying the clay sediments arising from 
the breaking up of the glaciers. It would follow that throughout the whole 
of this vast Saguenay country, at a certain distance from the coast, the soil 
or arable land is compos2d in great part of clay sediments, often of great 
depth, so that instead of being arid and barren in point of soil, as is generally 
pretended, it should be, in this re&pect at least, fully as rich as the other 
sections of the province. 

It is so in the Mecatina river country, as established by Mr. Neilson, 
-and even in the parts more to the westward. Mr. Forgues mentions clay 
as part of the soil seen along the rivers Natashquan, Mingan and St. John, 
in the lower part of their courses, and he reports that this land is success
fully cultivated in certain places. Mr. Gagnon reports that, for the first 
fifty two miles of the riYer Ste. Marguerite upwards from the sea, the soil 
is nearly everywhere composed of clay overlaid with sand. On the twenty 
third mile of hi~ survey, Mr. Casgrain noted the existence of clay in the 
valley of the river aux Outardes. Mr. Low, Mr. Bignell, and nearly all the 
other explorers attest the presence of clay along the Betsiamits, and here is 
w hat Mr. Thomas Simard stated in a communication addressed to Le Journal 
d~ Quebec: 

" For fifteen years engaged in the Hudson Rty Company's service, I 
have on several occasions traversed the country on the banks of the riYer 
Betsiamits and its environ~, from its mouth on the St. Lawrence to its head
waters. The land along the banks of that river and in its neighborhood is 
generally composed of a clayey soil for about twenty leagues backward 
from its mouth into the interior. Its principal constituent is clay. On the 
north side, there are about three leagues of this land wooded with birch, 
bonleau, balsam fir, spruce, &c., tall and large, mixed with some pine. 
The land on the south side is of similar quality for a distance of ten to 
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tweh'e leagues from the St. Lawrence and the timber consists of tamarac, 
ash, birch and a good deal of white and red pin~. Throughout the ,,,hole 
of this tract, as far as the Sault-au-~]outon, there are seven or eight lakes, 
and all the land on both sides of the river is pretty level, especially on the 
south side. There, falls are met with, formed by an extensive chain of 
mountains, showing no arable land except a few is()lated plateaus. On the 
top of this chain, there is a lake of-warm wat er, which neyer freezes over ...... 
Starting from this lake, we begin to find birch, a little pine, ash, spruce, 
balsam fir, &l·., as far as lake Poup-Magan. Between these two lakes the 
land is leyel on both sides of the river as far as the eye can reach, except a 
few isolated mountains. The soil is a strong yellow and black loam." 

The existence of this great plateau, youe'hed for by Mr. Simard, is 
confirmed by Mr. Dumais in his report on the sUITey of the river Sault-au
Oochon. "On leaving the 101st mile "-he says-" the mountains disappear 
altogether, the river has "'orn a channel eighty to a hundred feet deep in 
the plain (,dafeau) which extends from the base of the mountains on the 
north to the St. Lawrence. fUnning to the east until lost to sight near the 
river Betsiamitf', and to the west as far as the bay of ~Iille-Vaches." In the 
valley of the river Blanche, between the Betsiamits and the Sault-au-Oochon, 
" the soil is nE'arly ('n:'ryw here a gray or yello,y dayey loam," and, as in 
the yalley of the river Oolombier, the land is len-I, according to the state
ment of Mr. Suneyor Layergne. These level, clay lands continue towards 
the west: Mr. Dumais tells us that, in the Escoumains ri,'er region, "the 
land is very good for several miles along the ri,-er, espc'cially to the north
east, and is composed of clay, marl, gray and yellow earth and sand mixed 
wi~h fille f'T;lYel." The same SUl'Yeyor indicates the clay lands he noted in 
the country of the Bergeronnes ri,'e]'s and :JIr. Richardson cites the opinion 
of Senator David Price to "how that a ht'lt of clay land exten~s from l'Anse 
it Baude to the riYer Ste. ~Iargnerite, towards the north. 

The foregoing pretty clearly establishes that, throughout the whole of 
the vast ~agnenay country, the arable soil is composed of glacial or 
quaternary deposits, of "'hieh eLiy is the chicf constituent element, ,,,hich 
is tantamount to saying tlut these lands arc naturally fertile, when ihey 
are not overlaid by beds of sand of recent origin. 

This conclusion hardly agrees with se,'eral of the suryeyors' reports 
published in this volume. But the differen~e i~ readily explained. 1\1ost of the 
sUrYeyors only explored during the winter "eason. when the snow renders 
it almost impossible to ascertain the nature of the soil de visu, and nearly 
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all of them also confined their work to the immediate banks of the rivers, 
without penetrating into the interior to assure themselves of the character 
of the surrounding country. Now, it is well known that, owing to the 
action of erosion, which wears away the rocks, and the alluvions which 
cover with sand the banks of the streams coming down from the mountaim, 
the vicinity of rivers, situated as are those of the Saguenay region, is nearly 
always rocky, sandy, and barren to all appearance; but better land is met 
with on going back from the immediate banks of those rivers, as has been 
established by Mr. Simard, in the case of the Betsiamits. In support of this 
contention, the aspect of"l'rtain rivers of the Lake St. John basin need only 
be cited. It is a matter of common notoriety that the rivers Peri bonk a, 
Mistassini and Chamouchouan flow through lands of marvellous richness 
and fertility; yet, in their estuaries and on their banks, only sand and 
stones, the products of erosion and alluvion, are to be seen. 

But, in any case, the nature of the soil of the Saguenay couutry is well 
indicated by the forest g:'owth of that region, Experience teaches that all 
lands producing good merchantable timber are sufficiently fertile to be 
classed among good agricultural lands; now, it is a fact that the forests 
of the region under consideration or at least of the part compri:;ed between 
the Saguenay and the Betsiamits furnish excellent merchantable timber for 
export, as attested by the large trade carried on there for upwards of thirty 
years past. According' to the surveyors' reports, there is just as fine wood 
in the· country extending to the eastward as far as the river Moisic. Mr. 
Surveyor Lavergne reports that the river Blanche is bordered by forests rich 
in spruce and red, yellow and white pine, most of which are of good 
quality. The same species, suitable for trade, are found on the Manicoua
gan, Pentecost and Godbout rivers, together with cedar in the valley of the 
Trinity river. Mr. Gagnon says that" the river Ste. Marguerite - east of 
the Pentl'cost river-and its tributaries are well covered with merchantable 
timber, such as white spruce of good quality and in large quantity, of 
thirty to forty inches' diameter at the stump, and this from its mouth for a 
distance of fifty-two miles" The same surveyor noted similar forests much 
further to the eastward, in the Manitou river country, where" there is a 
tract of fifty miles in length by four or fiYe, more or less, in breadth, well 
timbered with white spnl"e, from thirty to forty inches in diameter at the 
stump. " Lastly, as we h:n-e already seen, Mr. Neilson fonnd, in the valley 
of the Mecatina at a comparatiYely small dist:tnc3 from the strqits of Belle
Isle, forests of spruce measuring in general fifteen to twenty inches in 

,diameter, and some running even to twenty-five inches. 
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It must be admitted that the land on which such trees grow is far from 
being barren and might e,en be cultivated with advantage. 

In the western part of this vast country, the valley of the river Valin, 
although pretty broken, contains a little good land and a great deal of fine 
merchautable timber. The townships of Tremblay, Harvey, St. Germain, 
Labrosse and Albert, situated more to the south east along the Saguenay, 
are partly settled. These townships are somewhat broken and even moun
tainous and rOl'ky, but nevertheless include some fine valleys of good 
land favorable to agriculture. The township of Tadousac is chiefly com
posed of sandy allu-dons and embraces but little land susceptible of 
advantageous tillag·e. The hest parts occur between L'Anse a l'Eau 
and the riyer Baude. TheRe good lands extend backwards into the 
valley of the river Stc. Marguerite toward:,; the north and eastwards 
into the township of BE'rgeronnes, which possesses some excellent lands 
to the west of the riYer of the same namp. The township of Escou
mains also contains a sufficient extent of good land to permit of the forma
tion of considerable settlements over and above those already existing. The 
work of colonization might be continued from this township as far as the 
fine plateau of lake Cassette, some ~5 or 30 miles from the coast. The 
township of Iberville, which comes next, is, tf) say the least, equally favor
able - its generally undulating lands being of good quality. There are 
neither swamps nor bottoms, and the mountains are too small to be hurt
ful. The forest is composed of mixed timber and coyers the whole town
ship, except the fifth and sixth ranges, which have been burnt over and 
are rocky. 

Further to the eastward are the townships of Portneuf, L:wal and de la 
Tour, fully as advantageuus as the preceding. At ten miles' distance back 
from the St. Lawrence, the mountains disappear and the rivers flow through 
a plateau which extends as far as the eye can ',,'e from east to west. This 
plateau is level and composed of a sandy soil, mixed with yellow and grey 
loam, resting on a clay subsoil, especially in the valley of the ri,er Port
neuf, which contains a good deal of land of the best quality and of timber, 
whose size and length indicate a really rich soil. . 

nIl'. John Bignell reports that" the bank" of the river aux Outardes 
are sandy and not generally high; that land fit for settlement may be 
found along the whole river for a distance of two hundred miles in tracts 
varying in area from 50 to 5,000 acres, and that in the ao-grecrate' upwards 

. h bOb of 70,000 acres mIg t e made available." 
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Still further to the eastward, in the valleys of the ri'-ers Manicouagan, 

Pentecost, Trinity and Godbout, Mr. John Bignell asserts that then~ are 
150,000 acres ofland adapted to culth-ation. Although the soil i~ sandy, 
thin and easily exhausted, it can be enriched with sea-weed, fish· offal and 
other marine manures easily procurahle on the spot by the inhabitants. 

All these data go to show that to the north of the Sf. Lawrence, 
between the Saguenay and Pointe des Monts, there are at least a couple 
of millions of acres of arable land, both in point ot soil and c:imate. There 
are also arable lands further to the east ward, as estahlished hy the reports 
of Mr. Forgues, and principally by that of Mr. Neilson on the river Meca
tina, whose mouth lies to the east of the 60th degree of longitude and north 
of the 50th of latitude, about 500 miles below the Saguenay. If, as Mr. 
Neilson pretends, roots and the hardier cereals :an be cultivated in the 
valley of that rinr, they should also be cultivable in the interm,.diat._. 
country more to the westward and notably in the valley of the rin'r :-lte. 
Marguerite, near the river Moisic, where there are larg3 tracts of good land, 
The conclusion therefore i:s inevitable that this Saguenay country, so long' 
represented as almost completely arid, barren and worthless for settl\!tl1ent 
purposes, contains enough good land to render it a colonizable region, at 
least in many parts, and one that might be occupied by an agri"nltnral 
population, when the other regions actually considered lOure de:sirable 
shall have been all taken up. 

It is scarcely necessary to state that the ligneous growth which predo
minates in the Saguenay region chiefly belongs to the family of the conifers. 
Red pine occurs in the ya1ley of the Little Bergeronnes ri,"'I', an(l white 
pine is found throughout the whole region em braced between the ~ague
nay, the St. Lawrence and the Manicouagan, for a distance of lifty to sixty 
miles from th8 shore of the St. Lawrence, in the plateau of the river Bet
siam its and the Bergeronnes. These pine forests have been lUln h"red for thl' 
past thirty Yl'ars, especially in the Escoumains section, and ha'-e fUl'Ilished 
to the export trade immense quantities of fine timber. 

"White spruce of excellent quality is more abundant than white pine. 
It occupies the same region as the latter, but L'xt"llIls ""ry much further 
to the northward and north-eastward, where it forms ,'xt"lIsive forests 
capable of being easily and adnntageously worked. Abllg' the Trinity, 
Manitou and Ste. Marguerite rivers, that is to say: in tIl<' mgion of the 
Moisic, upwards of 200 miles east of the Saguenay and for 50 miles inland, 
Mr. Surveyor Gagnon found splendid forests of white spruce measuring as 



xl 

much as 80 and 40 inches in diameter or, in other words, wood that is not 
excelled in its dimensions by any deri ved even from the best forests of the 
province. Mr . Neilson, as has been seen, has found in the valley of the 
Mecatina white spruce of fifteen to twenty and even twenty-five inches in 
diameter, which renders it suitable for export, so that it may be said with
out exaggeration that the white spruce is in quality and quantity fit to be 
worked over a distance of more than 500 miles to the east ward of the 
Saguenay. 

Red spruce or tamarac, in very much smaller quantity, is found very 
nearly oyer the whole of the same tract. The finest forests of this wood 
are met with at the head of the north-west branch of the river Ste. Margue
rite; red spruce abounds, says Surveyor Gagnon, and it is of the finest 
growth. 

Cedar i:-; met with in the region of the Bergeronnes rivers and the 
Escoumain;<, in that of the Manicouagan near the coast and even in that of 
the riYer Natashquan. 

Birch is a common enough woo(l between the Saguenay and the river 
Betsiamit:- br fifty miles from the St. Lawrence. It is found in the town
ships of J:,'rgpronne", Escoumains and Iberville,. and even far to the north 
of those townships. The same may be said of ash and elm. which are seen 
even ill the ~Ioisic ri n~r region. 

The bnss wood or linden is found in the yalley of the Little Berge
ronnes linr for a distance of fifteen miles from the St. Lawrence, and along 
the river I:etsiamits to heyond the falls, forty-five miles from its mouth. 
Th" exiskllce of this wood in th"se localities is attesteJ bV Mr. P.-H. 
Dumais (see page 57~) and by }tIl'. Eugene Casgrain (see page 585), two of 
the most competent and reliable explorers. 

The existence of bass-wood in these localities is one of the strono-est 
o 

~Yidences in {ayor of the soil and climate of this;country. It is well known 
that this wood only grows in the richest lands and the most propitious 
climates; it OCclUS only rarely in the Quebec region and, properly speak
ing, only fi~'ures in the forests of the finest portions of the Eastern Town
ships, of the Yamaska valley and the Ottawa region. This tree only grows 
in ri('h, mdlow' and deep soils and th ... most favorable climatic conditions 
are t'ss~ntial to its full development. According to Brown, it is generally 
found 1Il places w her ... the sugar maple, the white ash and the hemlock 
flourish most. The fact that it occurs in the Saguenay country as far 
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down as the region of the Betsiamits is one of the most incontrovertible 
proofs of the adaptability of the climate of that country to the culture of 
all the ordinary cereals and also a conclusive proof of the richness of the 
soil. 

It is needless to add that the white birch (bouleau), as well as the 
black and grey spruce and the grey pine (cypres) are met with everywhere, 
even in places the least favored in point of soil and climate. Aspen and 
poplar also abound and the balsam fir is of common occurrence nearly 
eyerywhere. 

The following from the explorers' reports will show the distributi:Jn 
of the different woods in the principal portions of the Sagnenay country: 

The region of the river Ste. Marguerite, which falls into the Saguenay, 
has been surveyed by ~Ir. Gedeon Gagnon. In speaking of the main 
branch of this stream, above its confluence with the north fork, he supplies 
the following notes: 

" The north-east part of the river, from the 16th mile to the 30th, is 
less mountainous than the south-west part. Although white pine is not 
abundant on this stretch of the river, it is nevertheless the part which 
shows the most. Beyond the 30th mile, pine is very rarely seen. White 
spruce, howe,er, is abundant on both sides of the river, but not large 
enough to be merchantable ...... The tract between the 26th and 30th miles 
is less mountainous, but the land is equally unsuited to tillage. I saw no 
hard wood after leaying the 8th mile. Betwc"11 the 35th and 50th miles, 
white spruce is abundant in many places and of large size. The spruce 
found there is merchall table. There are also some white pines on the tops 
and sides of the mountains ...... ( hI the last ten miles of the SlUyey, I noted 
no merchantable timber; small grey and white spruce being the prevailing 
woods on the flats and rayines; the mountains are moreo\rer nearly bare. 
From tha west line of the township of La Brosse, south· west of the river 
Ste. Marguerite, to the 17th mile, there is a range of mountains covered 
with hard and soft wood of good growth and running almost parallel to 
the river. The bottoms on this side of the rin!' hay\:, a depth of from 40 to 
50 chains and are formed of rich soil, their depth being sufficient to make 
a fine range. Elm, ash and birch are of fine growth. All the northwestern 
part from the mouth of the river to the 33rd mile is bordered by the moun
tain chain of the ri,rer Stl'. Marguerite. There is, however, a strip of level 
and cultivable land, of 50 to 70 chains, richly clothed with soft and hard 
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wood. Elm and ash are the predominating kinds. All the tract-four 01 

five ranges-comprised between the townships of St. Germain and La 
Brosse, is generally adapted to cultivation, although mountainous around 
the lakes. But these mountains are splendidly timbered with hard and 
soft woods, which proves that thA extent of unculti\Table land in this region 
wonld not be an obstacle to the colonization of this part of the Saguenay 
country, as one might be led to think at the sight of the mountains along 
the Saguenay. The unsurveyed tract between the townships of St Ger
main and LaBrosse contains about 50,000 acres of cultivable land, allowing 
for the space occupied h~' the mountailt range bordering the Saguenay 
which is unsuited to settlement. 

" Near the west side line of the township of La Brosse to the north-east 
of the river Ste-Marguerite, white spruce of 15 to 20 inches is fairly plen
tiful in all the cuts behwen the surrounding mountains. Some clumps of 
white pine are also obsenahle ill different directions to within a few chains 
of the west side line of L1 Brosse, but they are few and small. On the 7th 
mile, there are some clumps of whIte pine, at a distance of about a mile to 
the north of the river, but they are of limited extent; I also noted white 
pine on the 12th mile in a northerly direction, but in small quantity, for 
a distance of three or four miles In addition to the birch, elm and ash 
already mentioned along the whole plateau traversed by the south-west 
arm of the river Ste. Marguerite, between the 1st and 30th miles, there is 
also a sufficient quantity of white spruce from 15 to 20 inches in diameter 
for profitable lumbering, especially to the north-east. The south-west side 
of the finr, along the :--:.me distance, is rid}ly wooded with hard wood, 
with a few white pines h"re and there and easily got at, to form part of 
such lumbering. 

" At the 36th Illile. on the south-wl'st side of the first fall, known 
under the nallle of the fall of the Fraye-au·Sanmoll, I crossed several mill'S 
in a northerly direction and noted from the heights a consid3rable stretch 
of good land in rear "f the townships of HanTey and Tremblay, well tim
bered with hard wod, among which white birch predominates. There also 
pine is scarce and the sprnce grows smaller a fter the 33rd mile ...... There is 
no white pine betw" 'n the -I3rd mile and th""()l1l"(~e of the river; all this 
section is wooded \\'1th medium-sized grey and white spruce-merchantable 
spruce being rare. There is no hard wood beyond the mountains to the 
north-east of the river after the 43rd mile. 

" Conclusion.-On the' outh-west branch of the Ste. Marguerite, to the 
30th mile, white spruce, large enough to be merchantable exists in fairlv , . 
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large quantity for advantageous working and the river presents no obstacle 
to the drive. There is a small quantity of seemingly sound white pine. 
In the last six miles of the survey of the north-west branch, large tamarac 
is abundant. There is no culti \Table land along this tributary. Beyond the 
16th mile of the suryey of the north-east branch of the ri,-er Ste. Marguerite, 
there is no cultivable ground. From the 16th to the 40th miles, white 
spruce is the only timber worth working: there is no hardwood and yen 
little pine." 

The following notes are found in Mr. Dumaia' report on the survey of 
the rivers Bergeronnes, Esconmains, Sault-au-Mouton, Portneuf and Sault
au-Cochon: 

Little Berg-eronnes.-" The soil is composed of clay and alluvial earth in 
the meadows, and of grey and yellow earth mixed with sand on the 
uplands; the wood. on the heights is of several kinds, among which white 
birch, balsam and spruce predominate, with a few white, red and grey 
pine. The lake des Sables, the most important 011 thl' river, is thirteen or 
fourteen miles in circumfereuce, being about four miles in length by two 
and a half wide. There art) several lumbering camps located in its neighbor 
hood, but the greater number of the saw logs are procured on the upper 
part of the river to the north-east of the lake. The high mountains sur
rounding it are well covered with every variety of timber to be found in 
the Saguenay district; spruce, white birch, balsam, white and red pine. 
yellow birch, poplar, cotton wood, cedar, alders and basswood are all to be 
met with either separately or growing together. On the sixteenth mile, 
the river divines into two branches, the principal one going towards the 
west, the other in a northeasterly direction. The aspect of the coun try is 
everywhere the same; the wood is less and less leafy as we penetrate 
fnrther into the interior; pine and spruce are more plentiful and of excel
lent quality. At the twentieth mile post, on the headwaters of the river 
Petite Bergeronne, a narrow gorge extends to the west ward, and at a dis
tance of two miles may be seen the chain of mountains bordering the river 
Ste. Marguerite, while still further, just visible aboye the horizon to the 
south-west, are the summits of the S~gnenay hills. Pine and spruce are 
found as far as the source of the Petite Bergeronne, down which they may 
be floated without any other improYemL'nts than those already made" 

Escoumains. -" There is little or no tim bel' in this section remaining to 
be cut. A great part of the forest was long ago destroyed by fire, and the 
new growth will never be of any value; there are, however, a few clumps 
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of fine looking timber, but the quantity is insignificant. The country to the 
height uf lands presents very much the same appJarance. Black spruce 
and balsam are the principal woods." 

Sault-au-1W.oulon.-" The varieties of wood which predominate are 
spruce, white birch, scrub pine, tamarac and pine; the land is generally 
undulating and rocky. The mountains on the upper part of the river are 
not very high." 

Por!I/PII!;-" A third fall of so:nt~ twenty feet, (on the 2.5th mile) neces
sitates a portage of a ftw .. - arpents to the east of the river. The burnt lands 
are dotted here and there with small pat~hes of growing timber, in which 
some large pine anrl spruce trees are to be fonnd, while the rest are chiefly 
balsam, white birch and black spruce. The table lands - towards the 
4:3rd milt~-coverecl with scrnb pine, which border on the river and extend 
to the base of the mountains, are composed of sand, yellow earth and small 
rounded pebbles. I dei>cended the Portneuf to the chief fork on the fifty. 
sixth mile; from thpre I scaled thi:s branch as far as the heights, keeping 
always towards the east in order to reach as soon as possible the river 
Sault-au-Cochon. In the whole cour.'5'~ of this exploration I met with no 
change in the nature of the soil. Pine, spruce and scrub pine wer~ met 
with along the first se'-en miles, but, after passing the Grande Chute, black 
spruce and w hi te birch cover the grea ter part of the land watered bV this 
branch, which recei,-es several small tributaries from the western side and 
the outlets of a. number of lakes." 

SIIIII{-IIII·Cochon.-" Beginning operations at the north end of the lake 
forming the head of the ri,er SauIt·:tn-Cochon, I scaled this lake and a 
succession of small ones, following their direction down as far as lake 
Kakuskanus or lake des Pecheries, of which I made a complete scaling. 
On this upper part of the river, the country is all one rocky and mountain
ous tract covered with spruce, white birch and balsam of middling length 
and size. The hills -between the ,56th and 62nd miles-are clothed with 
black spruce, white birch, poplar and balsam; in the ravines the timber is 
larger, especially the white spruce, but the quantity is small compared 
with that of other kinds. The timber below the Grand PortaO'e is of 

o 
better quality, but the prevailing varieties are white birch, scrub pine, 
spruce and balsam, &c., &c. 

'" From the sixty-third to the hundred and second mile the riyer is not 
interrupted by any rapid, but flows peaceably between the two parallel 
chains of mountains rising above it, crossing the narrow valley at intervals. 
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fhe river des Bouleaux discharges itself from the west side on the 65th 
mile. Several other small rivers do the same on one side or the other, and 
the mountain gorges which give passage to these tributaries are generally 
better wooded than the valley of the river proper; spruce, pine, ~whit·e 
birch, scrub pine, cypress, balsam and poplar are found of a good size and 
excellent quality; the best of the pine, however, has been I'ut. The firm of 
Price, Brothers & Co., sent lumberers in here last fall to work from the river 
or lake a Cassette on the eighty-eighth mile down towards the falls on the 
hundred and first mile. I scaled the lake a Cassette, and I think that the 
best part of the pine and spruce are to be found in its neighborhood, 
although these lands were worked nearly twenty years ago, but trees j hat 
were small then have had lime to become fit for cutting. On leaYing the 
101st mile, the mountains entirely disappear. The preniling ,,,oods are 
scrub pine, black, grey and red SpI uee, balsam, white birch, aspen, poplar, 
pine, moose-wood and alder. The soil is of bett('r quality, and the timber 
of a size and length only found on the best." 

Further to the eastward are the Lanl, Blanche and Colombierrinrs, 
explored by Mr. Surveyor Lavergne in 1873. Here is what he states in his 
notes: 

Laval.-" The timber on the first thirty miles is generally balsam, 
spruce and white birch; however, on going back from the ri,-er, both on 
the right and left, spruce and white and yellow pine of good quality and 
in pretty large quantities are found. At twenty miles from the coast, the 
river forms three falls which succeed each other at short distances, w h(']'(' 

saw or other mills might be built at slight cost. The last part of the ri,-el' 
Laval traverses a less mountainous country than the first, but its soil is 
poorer, being composed of nothing but grey and Fllow sand. The bulk 
of the wood consists of small grey spruce mixed with balsam and a few 
tamaracs." 

Blanclte.-" This riYer, also irregular, flows over a less mountainons 
country than the river Layal; no mountains are met with piled one upon the 
other; the country is only rolling. The Btream is bordered hy rich forests 
of spruce and red, yellow and ,,,hite pine of good quality, and the soil is a 
grey or yellow clay." 

Culombier.-" This ri'-er is not less cap1'1ClOUS in its course than the 
other two; nevertheless, it flows through a generally level region, but the 
soil is poor in timber-grey spruce and bouleau being about the only kinds 
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met with, except towards the head of thl~ river, where there are some pin' 
and tamarac. On the 8th mile of the river, there is a fall of 20 feet high.' 

Next comes the Betsiamits river which has been explored by Messrs, 
Casgrain, Bignell and Low, Here is what is found in Mr. Casgrain's notes: 

Betsiamits.-" Considered as a forest for the su pply of marketable timber, 
• ne region drained by the Betsiamits and its numerous tributary streams is 
"f very little value: it appears to ha\"e been frequently de,'astated by 
terrible fires, \vhich have destr~yed ever V thing in their way, though in 
'>ome places which the fire has spared, and where pine, spruce birch and 
ish are found of an excellent growth. there is no doubt that the utilizing of 
these forest treasures would prove extremely profitable. From the falls to 
the sixth mile, the ri,'er flows almost continously through steep mountains, 
Six streams and rinrs empty themselYes into it, two from the east and 
'our from the west. These waters are similarly enclosed by mountains. 
Within this Hpal'e along the Betsiamits and all its tributaries. valuable 
wood is found, yiz pine. spruce, bass wood, birch and ash; the forest 
continueR to be equally good as far as the eighth mile, that is to say, to 
Ibont fifty miles from the St. Lawrence, This small forest is surrounded 
by burnt spaces as far as the eye can reach. "-( Casgrain.) 

" For the first forty fi,'e miles from the mouth, the river is perfectly 
navigable. Its banks and the adjacent mountains are covered with a good 
iorest growth. composed of white spruce, red pine, white birch. tamarac 
aspen and balsam fir. The large timber ends at about eight miles from th: 
first fall. After that. there is a young growth of the same woods, but the 
:rees are hardly eight inches in diameter. All this country has been burnt 
over at a comparatively recent time. 

"The river vaLey, cut in the surrounding table-land, varies from a 
(luarter of!l mile to one mile in width. Its sides are formed by Laurentian 
hills elevated from two to six hundred feet aboye the stream. These hills 
are well wooded with white and black spruce, tamarac, balsam, poplar and 
birch, and quantiti~s of valuable timber are taken out every year, and cut 
up by the steam mIll at the mouth of the river. About thirty miles up the 
riYer ~nd northw~rds, the country ~as been traversed by frequent and 
..:>xtenslve fires, whICh have left very lIttle of the original forest, the region 
being, for ~he ~ost part, .cove~ed with second growth timber of aspen, 
poplar, whIte bIrch, bankslan pille and spruce, none of which has attained 
a large size. 
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" The shores of lake Pipmaukan are principally low, but in places are 
Tocky and rise in elevatiolls of one to two hundred feet above the water, the 
whole being covered with a fair growth of white spruce. balsam, spruce 
and white birch." (A.-P. Low) 

These data are completed by the letter of Mr. Thomas Simard already 
cited. 

Rifer aux Outardes.-" As we ascend the rh'er from the coast, the 
growth of timber is fir, spruce, bouleau, aspen and cypress. At the distance 
of 200 miles, the quantity of bouleau and aspen diminishes very much, and 
a few miles further they entirely disappear, anrl. WLl find only small spruce, 
tamarac and l'ypress, and at the head of the river and height of land, only 
small stunted black spruce is found." (Bignell) 

JIllUICUUlIgilll.-" The country from the falls up to the forks is rough 
and hilly, and in some places mountainous; the soil, where elevated aboye 
the freshets, is dry sand oyerlaying a bed of clay and the growth is fir, 
bouleau and spruce, with a'] occasional pine. About the two great lakes, 
Moosh-au-lagan and Tshimanicouagan, thl~ soil i~ sandy and the growth is 
fir, spruce, bouleau, aspen, cypress and tamarac, but, beyond the lakes, 
spruce of an inferior quality predominates, and where we turned back in 
latitude 520 12', the only growth is small black spruce and tamarac." 
(Bignell) 

Godbout and Trinity.-" The same description as already given will 
apply to both of these rivers, yiz: mountainous country, good land near 
the ri,-er, the same un \'arying growth of fir, spruce, bouleau and aspen, 
with occasionally cypress and tamarac, and some pine on nearing the coast, 
there being however a little more pine on the Trinity than on the other 
rivers, and on the Godbout near the coast may be found some cedar, which 
is not found elsewhere." (Bignell) 

Pentecost.-" We struck the head waters of the Pen tecost in a growth of 
spruce and tamarac; the stream flows hence tranquilly for about nine miles 
passing through several small lakes, and then begins rapidly to descend, 
falling, in the distance of fifteen miles, as many hundred feet, being occa
sionally broken by falls and rapids. The country along the Pentecost is 
rough and mountainous; good land is found along the river, and the 
growth of timber is better than along the Manicouagan; considerable 
spruce (some of it of a very fine quality) and tamarac are found along its 



entire length, a distance of eighty miles, and, on approaching the coast, a 
little pine may be found." (Bignell) 

Ste. Ma,.guerite.-" The banks of the rin'}' Ste. Margnerite and its tri
butaries are well co,ered \"ith merchantable timber, snch as white spruce 
of good quality and in large quantities, of thirty to forty inches diameter at 
the stump. This heayy growth of timber continues from the mouth of the 
l'iYer up to the Grand Portag',,, a distance of fifty-two miles, except a space 
of nine miles by one and a half in depth, between the riyer an Canard and 
the riYer OchoO'an which has been ra,"a!.!.'\·d by fire. AlonoO' the Grand o , ~ 

PortaO'e the timber consists of hard and soft woods mixed, of medium size. o 

The soil is sandy and rocky, From the riYer 11 Gamache to the ri,er Kama-
latshinekikatest, a distance of twenty-four miles, the mountains disappear, 
heaps of sand are seen in all directions and plateaus of twenty to thirty 
arpents in extent at different places, well timbered with hard and soft 
woods, including' considerable quantities of merchantable white spruce of 
good growth. The sides of the mountains in the distanee were swept by 
fire about fifteen year:'; ago. From thr riYer de la Montagne Blanche to the 
forks, a distance of thirty-three miles, the greater part of the forest has been 
destroyed by fire. Some isolated spots b::>ar trees of large size, of both hard 
and soft varieties; in others the growth :'Ippears to be that of fift~en or 
twenty years," (Gagnon) 

lYloisic.-" The banks are sandy and generally high, The timber COD

sisls of fir, white spruce, \vhite birch and aspen. Along the first 1~ miles 
the "rood has all been cut off, lea,-ing nothing but fir and small white 
birch." (CII,'gmill) 

Balsam fir, sprUl'e and white birch, with an a\"eraO'e of 10 inches in 
", 

diameter, are about the only kinds of wood met along this river." (Dubergel') 

Biuer d la Truile -" The timber 011 this riwr, from the mouth up to 
lake 11 Ia Truite, ,,"as in great part destroyed by fire some four or [lye years 
ago. The land along the principal stream is well coyered with merchant. 
able timber, sucb as white spruce, and is suitable for cultiyatiol1 011 both 
sides for about a mile. Elsewhere the timber i~ of middling and small size." 
(Gagllon) 

JlJIIII!'ftIll.-" The Manitou i1' a riYer on which timber may be manufac
tured to ~TI'at adnlltage, With the ex"C'ption of al,out two-thirds of the 
land north-east of lake Manitou, which has been raYaged by fire, there is a 
tract of fifty miles in length by four or fiy .. , more or less, in breadth, \yell 
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timbered with white spruce, from thirty to forty inches in diameter at the 
stump, around the lakes and tributaries and along the Manitou itself. This 
river flows through lands of a sandy nature, fit for cultivation, extending 
from fifteen to twenty arpents on each side, especially between the lakes 
Asec and Manitou." (Gagnon) 

According to Mr. Surveyor Forgues, the only woods along the St. John, 
Minghn, N atashquan, St. Paul and M usquarro, are balsam-fiJ, spruce and 
white birch, with a diameter of from three to eight inches. These remarks, 
however, apply merel y to the parts nearest the coast, which WPH' alone 
visited by Mr. Forgues. He would probably have found larger timber if 
he had penetrated more inland, judging from the result of the ('xplorations 
made to the westward and ear"tward along others riYers and notably along 
the Mecatina, where Mr. Neilson only met good timher at a certain distance 
from the sea. It seems pretty probable that, in the section adjoining the 
coast, along all these ri ,-elS, the best timber has bppn cut off by the 
fishermen and the inhabi tants or destroyed by fires, the tract's of which are 
unfurtunately yisible everywhere. The woods seen by Jir. Forgues are in 
all likelihood only a second growth replacing the original forest destroyed 
by the axe alld by fire near the sea, but which should still exist more 
inland in the parts not yet reached by th(' explorers. 

An analysis of all these notes of survey necessarily leads to the conclu
sion that. in the whole of this yast Saguenay region, there are immense 
forests susceptible of being lumbered and capable of supplying good timber 
in ::llmost unlimitable quantities for export. 

Minerals also form in fayor of this region an incontestable source of 
wealth. In addition to the molybdenite of Quetachoo bay, the cnpriferous 
philipsite of Watsheshoo and the building and ornamental stones, which 
are not without importance, there are deposits of ochre and magnetic iron 
which possess considerable yalue. 

The deposits of ochre are found at Pointe des Monts, on the banks of 
the little river St. .h.ugustin, at Maniconagan, the Jeremie islands and near 
the Little Romaine rinr, in the township of Ibervj]}e. At the first named 
place, the deposit is three or four acres wide and forms beds of two to three 
feet in thickness on the slope of a hill. The natural color is yellow, brown 
and black. The Manicouagan deposit is mueh more extensi Ve. nlr. Obalski 
is eyen of opinion that it is the most important on the whole coast. It 
occuJ'~ at Paint Cove (l'Anse ;\ la Peintun'), where it covers a frontage of a 
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mile and a depth of eight or ten acres, and has a thickness of five or six 
:feet. It seems to be older than the others. Opposite the J eremie' islands, 
at about a mile from the coast and along a small brook, for a distance of a 
mile, with a depth of se"tlral acres, there is a bed of ochre which attains as 
much as fourteen feet in thickness, according to the statements of the people 
of the locality. The deposits of the township of Iherville are extensive. 
have a thickness of five or six feet, and haye been worked for some years 
if they are not still, by Mr. John Argall, for an English company. Five 
men could prepare four tons a day for shipment. The color of the ochres. 
when delivered to the trade, is a light red, a brown red, red, light yellow 
and yellow. The two last colors are natural. 

Iron is met with in the form of magnetic sand. This sand is found 
nearly everywhere along the &hore~ from the Sagnenay to] beyond Natash
quan, for a distance of about 450 miles and along certain rivers for thirty 
miles inland, on the water's edge and sometimes forty and fifty feet above 
its le,'eI. This is equivalent to saying that these magnetic sands are in 
illimitable quantities. Here is what 1Ir. James Richardson said on the 
subject in a report on the geological exploration of the North Shore: 

" In addition to the economic materials already mention'3d, the iron 
sands of this reg'ion, which have attracted considerable attention, mly be 
noticed. The deposits of these sands at Moisic ha,'e b ~en examined by Dr 
Hunt, who has shown that they belong to the stratified silieious sands of 
the district, whi"h here overlie the old marine clays, at considerable heights 
:.tbow the present sea level. In many places I obsen'ed beds holding so 
mw·h iron ore as to show dark or nearly black layers among the grey and 
brO'Yll silicious sands. They were seen, of this character, at various places 
along the coast, at heights up to 100 and e,'en ~OO feet above tide-level 
while on the Manicouagan ri,-er, twenty-four miles from its mouth, where 
it attains a height of 256 feet aboye the sea, the banks of sand exhibited 
the same dark-coloured bands of iron sand, from forty to fifty ieet abo\'e 
r he ,Yater. 

"' On the coast between Portuenf and Sanlt-au-Co~hon, and a}.,o between 
the riyer St. Margaret and the Rty of Se\ren Islands, hills .. of post-tertiary 
clays, containing m:ll'ine fossils, and attaining heights of from 50 to 150 
feet. are often S8en to be capped with from forty to fifty feet of similar fine 
and coarse brown sand, banded with dark layers likewise chlrged with 
I)b'k iron ore. 
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" The rich accumulations of ore which are seen along the beach appear, 
as Dr. Hunt has reUlarked, to result from a natural process of concentration 
by the action of the water upon these sands; they were observed in a great 
many places on the coast, about high water mark, in strips from three to 
nine and twelve feet wide, and from two inches to two feet in thickness, 
often extending, without interruption, for miles. It is said that the visible 
extent and the richness of these local deposits is somewhat affected by the 
varying action of the wind and water. The places at which I noticed these 
bel ts of iron sand along the portion of coast examined are as follows, viz: 

" 1. The vicinity of Tadousac, for a distance of three miles downwards. 

" 2. From: J eremie to Bersimis, and thence to the Papinachois, a dis
tance of twelve miles. 

" 3. The peninsula at the mouths of the Ou tarde and Manicouagan 
Tinrs, for forty miles . 

.• 4. From English Point to Pentecost river, for eight miles. 

" 5. The coast on both sides of the St. Margaret river, for ten miles, 
making in all sixty-six miles . 

.. In all these places except the first named, near Tadousac, I think that 
"~e quantity of ore is such that it might be collected with profit, especially 
by the aid of proper concentrating machinery. Vl ater-power, if needed, is 
accessible in several localities near the iron sands; among others, at the 
falls of the river Baude, on the coast, three miles below Tadousac; at the 
falls of the Papinachois, also on the coast; at those of the Ontarde and 
Manicouagan, at the head of tide-water (respectivelv twelve and fifteen 
miles from the general trend of coast); at a fall in a stream, on the coast, 
half a mile north-east of Pentecost river; and at the falls of the St. Mar
garet, three miles from the coast. 

" The mouths of the Bersimis, Papinachois, Outarde, Manicouagan, Pen
tecost and St. Margaret, all afford safe harbours, with sandy bottoms, which 
vessels drawing twelye feet of water may enter at high tide, although the 
access is somewhat difficult, on account of numerous sand·banks. In any 
of them a wharf extending from forty to fifty feet from the shore would be 
sufficient to reach the channel." 

Mr. Gagnon, who surveyed the rivers Ste. Marguerite, Trout and 
Manitou, states that along all these streams are found the purest deposits 
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of iron. "Along the whole course of the river Ste. Marguerite" -he 
reports -" beds of magnetic sand are found at different points. These 
begin at the river au Fer and end at the river Ochogan, a distance of 18 

miles. The last lake on the river Ste. Marguerite is surrounded by high 
mountains in which iron ore is also met with. It is also found on the 
north-west and south· west banks of Trout lake, on the river of the same 
name." 

Mr. Hunt, who is an authority in such matters. submitted samples of 
these magnetic sands to analysis and obtained the following resuits : 

Betsiamits :U"isic :JIillgan 
sand. sand. sand. 

Protoxyde of iron .............. . 85.56 85.7~1 80.46 
Titanic acid .................... .. 3.50 4.15 1).50 
Oxyde of manganese ......... .. Indet 0.40 0.5~ 

Lime ............................ .. traces (I. flO 0.75 
Magnl:'sia ........................ .. 0.70 
Insoluble residue ............... .. 3.:-:5 1.95 4.~O 

D:2.!Il f13.19 f1B.13 

Oxyde of magnetic iron ...... . 92.44 92.68 8692 
Metallic iron ................... .. 66.56 66.73 67.58 

An extremely careful analysis by the same chellllst showed in the 
Moisic iron only .00f14 of snlphur and .0184 per cent of phosphorus. which 
indicates one of the purest and most profitable irons 

The magnetic sand might be cleaned and separated on the spot for 
exportation in the raw state or for smelting' there. Fuel would be easily 
procurable, as the forests of the region include large quantities of white 
birch, which makes one of the best charcoals. The coal of N OYU Scotia is 
also comparatively near at hand, and, with the aid of the easy harbors Of 
the North Shorp, might be deliyered to the furnaces for about the same 
price as the iron masters pay in England for their fuel. 

The fisheries of the Saguenay country are unquestionably the richest 
in Canada, and, even, in the world. ~o\Yhere else can so many and such 
bl:'uutiful rivers be met with and, as may be seen on reference to the part at 
this work under the head of Fish I/wl Game, the portions of these ri \·er.~, 
which the salmon cannot ascend, abound with the finest trout, and in some 
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places with several other ~pecies of fish. There are in the SagueRay coun
try also immense lakes swarming with fish, such as lakes Milnikek, on the 
Portneuf river, Pipmaukan and Natuakaminu Oil the Betsiamits, Kakuska
nus or des Pecheries, on the Sault·au-Cochon, Pletipi at the head of the 
river aux Outardes, Mooshaulagan and Ishimanicougan, at the head of the 
Manicouagan, Mistecopin, on the Pentecost, Nipissis, on the Moisic, and 
Matameck, on the Trout river. Mr. Neilson says that, according to the 
statements of the Indians. the Little Mecatina river takes its rise in two 
lakes larger than Lake ;)t. John. These great lakes, with their pure, limpid 
and deep waters, are so mauy reservoirs, in which the finny species multiply 
ad infinitulII to stock the ri ,-ers by which they discharge. The p'urity and 
coldness of their waters impart to the fish, chiefly trout, an exquisite flavor, 
a fact noted by Mr. Neilson. As a question of fact, it is impossible to find 
a region where linr fishiu~' is more abundant and where the fresh water 
trout, the sea-trout and. the salmon are in greater quantity and of hetter 
quality and larger size. 

But these fresh water fisheries are insignificant as compared with the 
hflrn>st of the sea alc.ng the whole coast. It is there that the greater part 
of the cod, the herring, thl' mackerel and the halibut annually exported 
from Canada are taken. All the gr"at fish-firms. the Robins, LeBouthilliers 
and several others maintain establishments on the North Shore, where 
they catch the bulk of their fish, which is then sent to Gaspe, Perce and 
Paspebiac. to receive the finishing treatment for foreign exportation. 

It is also along this shore that the Halifax merchants purGh.lse a large 
portion of the fish which they export and it is well known that American 
fishermen also make fortunes in these waters, where they are more success
ful than the Canadians owing to the superiority of their tackle. Still, the 
sea adjacent to this Saglwnay country might, without the slightest danger 
of exhaustion, be made to yield ten times more fish than is actually taken 
in it. And the prosecution of this industry is rendered all the easier by 
the fact that good harbors can be found everywhere. in which the fisher
men can land or be certain of absolute shelter in foul weather, without 
taking into account that they need not go far from the shore to load them
selves with fish. If, to the other species, the whale and the seal be added, 
which frequent the coast in myriads, the conclusion-generally accepted, 
in fact-will be easily reached that the fisheries of the North Shore are the 
richest extaat. These fisheries are also capable of supplying, in the shape 
of fish offal, immense quantities of the richest manure, which is important 
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irom the points of view of the colonization and agriculture possible in this 
country, containing as it does much first quality land. For the year 1888, 
the statistics of the fisheries of the Saguenay region gave the following 
figures: 

Salmon, salt, barrels ............................................ .. 
" fresh, lbs ................ t ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• ,. 

Trout, barrels ..................................................... . 
Cod, quintals ............................................... , ..... . 

" tongues and sound8, barrels ....... 0 •••••••••••••••• to •••• 

Halibut, lbs ..................................................... .. 
Herring, barrels .................................................. . 
Mackerel," ................................................. .. 
Eels, " ..................... , ............................. .. 
Canned lobsters, lbs ............................................. .. 
Common fish, barrels ............................................ . 
Seal skins ....................................... " ................. .. 
Porpoise skins......... ...... ...... ...... ..... .. ................. .. 
Seal oil, gallons ................................................... . 
Porpoise oil, gallons .............................................. . 
Codli yer" " ...... ........ . .............................. . 
Fish used as bait, barrels ...................................... . 
Fish used as manure, barrels .................................. . 
Fish used for local consumption, barrels ................... . 

851 
195,678 

]61 
54,629 

22 
58,447 
10,351 

19 
10 

7,000 
10 

16,375 
26 

86,264 
100 

47,425 
15,748 

279 
3,224 

Total value of all this fish ..................... $-!::l7,709.40 

It must be remarked that the figures given for the salmoll-851 barrels 
or 170,207 lbs of pickled salmon and 195,678 lbs of fresh salmon-only 
cover the product of the net fisheries on the coast and in the estuaries of 
the rivers; to which should be added the quantity taken with the line in 
the latter, abo,"e tide waler, which is also considerable. Untortunately, 
there are no statistics showing the yield of this mode of fishing; but it may 
be safely asst:'rteu that it amounts to at least 100,000 lbs, which would 
bring up to about half a million of pounds annually the quantity of salmon 
taken in these places; and these figures might b~ doubled with the greatest 
facility, seeing thai a large number of the salmon rivers are not angled. 

It may therefore be unhesitatingly stated that its extensive tracts of 
good land, its fine forests, its inexhaustible iron mines and its valuable 
fisheries, the most prolific in the world, render the Saguenay or North 



Shore region one of the most interesting sections of the provilll"',', where 
settlers and workmen are the only things needed to de\relop its abundant 
natural resources. Within some years past, the constfl1dion of a railway 
to the straits of Belle-Isle has been mooted for the pnrpo~~e of snortell:llg 
the transit between the parts of America situated more to the westward 
and European ports. Betwet>n the Saguenay and the straits of Belle-Isle, 
the building of this ro~d would be of the easiest, and the ocean passagt> 
cou.ld be effected at the most in four days by steamer. Should this scheme 
be eyer reali:'d, the resources of the Saguenay country will double ill 
value and a blgl:' portion of it will be rapidly peopled. 

HEIGHT OF LANDS' REGIO~. 

Under this head is designated the helt of highlands formed by th~ 

northerly slope of the principal chain of the Laurentides, hitherto I"t't down 
as the north~rn boundary of the province. The information supplied by 
the few explorers who have visi ted this region would seem to indicate 
that, on account of the climate, it is uninhabitable from itsea:stel'll extremity 
to the platean in which the St, Maurice and the Ottawa tak\~ their rise; 
beyond this last point, the climate is fayorable to all kinds of crops and, in 
many places, the soil is of good quality and even ri,:h in the :,;pal..'u com
prised between the Ottawa and lake Abbitibhi. The ht'ight of the moun
tains dimini:,;hes considerably going towards the west and south-west; at 
the head of the rivers aux Outardes and Maniconagan, it attOlins 3,700 feet 
over the sea leyel, while between lake Nikoubau and lake :vIi:-;taiisilll. a 
couple of hundred miles further to I he south-west, it fal h; a .Yay to 1.35~1 
feet, and at about 200 miles from the last named lake, it han.lly exceeds 800 
feet, as lake Abbitibbi, which lies to the north of th" wat,']',-;h·· 1 or " height 
of lands "-t, , use the common expression-is not more them ~-!7 feet above 
the level of the s'a. In the angle formed by the deflection of thi~ rid'~'e 
line towards the south-west and in which the rivers Gatinenu ;,tnd St. Mau
rice take their rise, the altitude is about 1,500 feet. 

In the region lying north of L'\ke St. John. the country adjoining the 
., height of lands" is generally level, with a slight slope to th~ south ward, 
and dotted with large lakes, evidently hollowed out by glaci~rs. holated 
hills, from 300 to 500 feet high at the most, break in som) place:,; the 
uniformity of the general surface of this section. The soil, everywhere 



lvi 

com~'".,·cl of transported matter of the glacial age, consist .. of clay and 
alluvial sand. There are extensive moraines, ~upporting a stunted growth 
of tamarac and other trees. On the higher and dried grounds, the forest 
veg--:L,tioll is composed of white birch, poplar, balsam fir and white spruce 
which frequently exceed eight inches in diameter. 

More to the westward, in the region comprised between File-A.xe lake 
and the headwaters of the Gatineau, the land is drier, more sandy and 
rocky and much more mountainous. Clay is only rarely SeIJll, and nearly 
eyerywhere lh' soil is made up uf sand, very oftl~n b'lI'rea, with an exueed
ingly poor i~),,(',t growth, where the bush has not been alt()g-)~ her u~3troyed 
by fire. Stra!l;';" to !Say, the soil and timber are much b~! kr on the other 
sid., of the" height of lands. " Mr. Bignell r"ports that (. the timber is more 
abundant and larger on the northern side of the height of hnds than it is 
on the southl'rn and contains a good deal ofmerch:mtable spnce. Thereare 
also large tra>'l~ of good bnd betwepn the southwestern extl',>mity of lake 
}.::sta c~ini and Lake St. .T ohn. " At the head of the Chamollchouan and the 
Gatinean, till' :S'llld of which the soil is almost c':~I_'lusively composed some
times forms terraces attaining a:s mnch as a couple of hundred feet in 
height. 

'We!St of the saudy country in which th~ St. Maurice and the G.1tin8.1U 
take their ri81', the region embraced between the Ottawa and the h"ight of 
lands forms a plateau broken only at rare intervals by a few rocky head
lands. and possessing a soil composed of glacial or quateruary clays 
occasionally mixed with sand. The8e lands, in many places a:d over exten
sin' tracts, ,Ire remarkably fertile and clothed with fine fOI'(~sts, in which 
maple and white oak occur, especially ill the western section in the vici
nity (If lakei\>tlli,.;e:uning-ne and the river Blanche. one of th,.~ principal 
affiuellts of the OUa wa. Elm aad ash are found on the low lands as far up 
as the latitul,' of lake Abbitibbi. The other ligneous growths are red and 
white pine, white spruce, cedar, and, in less favorable places, balsam fir, 
v. ~"i~t; tirch, gray spruce and gray pine (c.'JJII~S). 

The foregooing notes apply more particularly to the lallus comprised 
between lakes Temiscamingue and Abbitibbi, to beyond the I'i vel' Blanche, 
going :astward; but it see~s evident that these lands continue for sixty 
mIles further, as they were found by Mr. Bignell ill the region adjacent to 
the 77th degree of longitude, 125 miles to the east of lake Temiscamingue. 
He states th~t the banks of the ri,'er Kapitajewano are everywhere low and 
fiat, that the soil is excellent and that, at th,~ confluence of the river, an 
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Indian has a large clearing and raises good crops and he emits the opinion 
that considerable settlements will be formed in this region owing to the 
uniformity of its level and the large extent of good lands which it contains. 

In fact, the region embraced between the height of lands and the 
Ottawa comprises about 3,000,000 acres of good Jand, with a uniform level, 
formed by glacial and quaternary deposits nearly all composed of clay and 
offering a first quality soil. 

Apart from those on the Ottawa, the forests of this re!,"i(Hl of the height 
of lands are yirtually of no yulue; in addition to being too remote, their 
wood is too small and of kinds too little sought after to make it worth 
while to work them. But the case is different ,yith the lands lying north Of 
the Ottawa, where there are fiue forests of pine and white spruce, which 
have, for some years, been the o~ject of considerable lumbering operations. 

As regard" the mineral resources of this region, McOuat, in his explo
rations between the Ottawa and lake A bbitibhi, found in several localities 
copper pyrites and small quantities of the green carbonate of the same 
metal. He also noted the presence of magnptic iron at other points, and 
notably at the eighth portage of lake des Qnillu, as well as the exi~h~llce of 
other minerals, sometimes in workable quantities, 

GULF REGION. 

This region comprises the principal islands situated in the gulf of St. 
Lawrence, especially the Mingan, Anticosti and Magdalen Islands. 

The Mingan isl:)11(ls are, agriculturally, worthless, that is to say, they 
contain no arable soil. In this nespeet, Anticosti is bdter endowed, if we 
are to believe the statements of Mr. Richardson who claims to have seen 
good arable land there at West and Heath points. Htl even notes certain 
crops, the raising of which bespeaks a soil and climate fayorable to agricul
tural operations. and, basing himself on the teachings of geology, he emits 
the opinion that the surface of this island must be generally level, and that 
the soil is of the same composition as that of the Genesee valley, one of the 
most fertile portions of the State of New-York. He also believes that the 
climate, especially ill the southern part, would not be an obstacle to agri
culture. Lastly, he notes the existence of good merchantable timber. If 
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all this information be correct, there is no doubt that Anticosti off~rs 
adnntages to settlement, especially when the wealth of its fisheries are 
taken into account. 

The Magdalen islands are much richer, and, as stated by Mr Painchaud, 
it is even claimed that they possess a more fertile soil than Prince Ed ward 
Island, which is so often styled" the garden of North America." Unfortu
nately, these islands contain very little timber, and the inhabitants are 
obliged to import their fnel from Pictou This drawback, coupled with 
the excessive rentals paiu by these p<'ople for the tenure of their lands, 
prevents the population from increasing and has even driven away a large 
number of them. 

GASPE REGION. 

This region, especially in its eastern part, is divided into four distinct 
belts or ZOlles separated by the two mountain ranges, which traverse it 
almost from one end to the other. On the side towards the St Lawrence, 
the coast is skirted by a strip of comparatively level land, neariy e\Tery 
where well suited to culti vatioll, and whose breadth varies from six to fifteen 
miles and over. In rear of this belt of arable lands, rises the chain of the 
Shickshock mountains, whose breadth varies from six to twelve miles. 
This mountain chain forms the northern limit of an immense plateau 
which is bounded to the south by another "hain of hills extending almost 
in a straight line from pprGl~ to beyond the ri vel' Patapedia. South of this 
chain of headlands, between the great Patapedia river and Perce, there 
occurs another plateau of generally le,-el land, of excellent quality, 
embracing all the settlements on the Bay des Cha.eurs, where agriculture 
has made marked pl'ogre~,;, "'Specially within some years past. 

The soil. along the shore of the St. Lawrence, is composed of the debris 
of rocks of the Quebec g-roup, which is tantamount to saying that it is 
generally fertile. At several points, and notably in the valley of the river 
Metis, there are larg'" strrtches of remarkably rich clay lands. The arable 
lands lormillg' this belt and adjoining the ~t. Lawrence extend in some 
places beyond the range of mountains, following the course of certain rivers 
and especially that of thE' ]'i ,"e1' Matane, whose valley connects with the 
great arable plateau at the head of the river Nouvelle and in the region of 
the Oansupscull. If the Gaspe owl Peninsula Short Line Railway should ever be 



lix 

built, the valley of the river Matane would offer an excellent route for ~l" 
branch line extending to the village of Matane on the coa:;t. 

The great inland plateau, which extends from Gaspe to Causupscnll find 
even very much further to the westward, between the Shickshocks and 
the range of hills more to the south, contains immense tracts of excellent 
arable land. The breadth of this plateau varies slightly according to the 
trend of the two mountain ranges bounding it to the north and south; 
but it is everywhere considerable. According to the statemt'nt of Mr. 
Low, of the Geological Survey, after crossing the chain of the Shickshoch. 
" the country becomes comparati\'l:~ly fiat, with small hills of 200 to :3011 
feet, among them being a few isolated granite peaks whiclt rise to a height 
of more than 1,400 feet. This region is a continuation of the De\ronian 
table-land which extends from near lake Metapedia, along the south :;iue 
of the Shickshock range to lake St. Anne and to the :\Iag'dalen and York 
rivers, forming an almost level tract of country from the Intercolonial rail
way near lake Metapedia to Gaspe Basin, more suitab~e for a branch line 
of railway to Gaspe than the route bv way of the coast from Metapedi~l. 
station. " 

Mr. Ells, another member-of the Geological Survey, states that thi8 
plateau contains from 1,200 to 1,500 square miles, and that, if not subject to 
early frosts, its agricultural value is great, as the soil is generally of excel
lent quality. He also expresses the opinion that this great plateau otfers 
the best and much the shortest route for the construction of a rail way 
terminating at Gaspe. 

The same explorer adds that the yalleys of the Notr0 Dame lll"untain 
chain and of several streams examineu in that direction contain a large 
quantity of splendid timber which has not yet suffered from disease of any 
kind and which will be a source of revenue during many years. In the 
region of the Little Cascapedia river. there is good sprn,·c, as well a:; white 
birch, on the flats along' the river, and pine in quantity on the heights The
same forests extend to the eastward, and all the explorations thus far made 
establish that this great inland plateau and the whole of Gaspesia, in fact, 
constitute one of the fineE>t forest regions of the proyince. 

This country is also rich in minerals of economic importall,~e. At the 
head of the river Ste. Anne and along' the Magdalen and Daltmonth rivers, 
there are mountains of serpentine, in which asbestos and chromic iron, two 
valuable minerals, are also found. Further to the eastward, are the oil-bear
ing lands of the Gaspe limestones actually on the point of being developed 
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bY:1n American company, who are makiag borin~s to endeavor to discovur 
th e petrolenm reservoirs. 

All these resources give unquestionable value to this g-reat inland pla
teau until latf'ly represented as an utterly barren region. Agriculturally 
speaking, the only drawback fl'are1 would seem to be the climate; but, 
apart from the fact that the forest growth appears to furnish a conclusive 
answer to the objections made under this head, it is very evirlent that frost, 
the only inconvenit>!lr"> apprehl:'nded, would bp no longer to be feared the 
lDOlDl:'llt that cultivation had remoyed tllo' cau;;,' which may produce it at 
present, that i:-; to say, the humidity of thel soil. "YloreO\'cr, the Shickshock 
mountains ad as a protection to this reg:on from the cold north and north
east winds, while the southern range of hills intercepts the moist air 
currents from that d.in'di0'l. 

The land" comprised between the shore of the Bay des Chalenrs and 
the ran~:e of heights extending almost il a straight line from the neighbor
hood of Perce to the mouth of the ri"pr Ristigouche are nearly all of excel· 
lent quality. Thpy ha\'e been forml~d by the disintegration of the Silurian, 
Deyoniau and "ub'l"arboniferous ro"k~, which all produce an excellent soil. 
In New-Brunswil'k, it j" ad.mitted that the best soils are generally found 
on the Silurian system or the lower and middle members of the carboni
ferous. The middle carboniferous, or at least a good part of it, is composed 
of .~,·hi~tons day,,", of purple and red "~tudstones. producing- a compact and 
tenaciuus soil, freq uently even a heavy clay. With the addition of a little 
lime, tbis kind of soil becomes wondrously fertile. The Silurian lands 
grncrally contain a sufficient quantity of lime, are easily worked and only 
very slo,.,..ly exhausted of their fertility. 

:-)U../1 are the two kinds of soil composing in general the lands border. 
ing on the Bay des Chaleurs. In sewral places, these good lands extend far 
into the interior, and notahly along the splendid valley of the Bona,-enture 
rivC'r, where they stretch back for twenty-live to thirtv miles from the sea 
shore. These lands are free from rocks, even on the" tops of most of the 
mountains, which are nearly all CO\Tered with good arable soil, as noted by 
Mr. Ells, of the G~ological Sun'ey of Canada, who reports that the informa. 
tion wllected by him as to the charadeI' of the intt!rior leads to the conclu· 
f;ion that, on the top of these plateaus, the soil, in many places, is very 
favorable to tillage. 
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An idea of the fertility of these lands can be formed from the folIowinO' 
b 

facts: 

According to the data furnished by the census, the average yield of 
wheat to the acre in the province of Ontario is 10.42 bushels; while in the 
counties of Bonaventure and Gaspe it is 13.9.5 bushels to the acre 
that is to say, that it exceeds by ~93 bushels to the acre the yield il~ 
the province of Ontario, where farmiug is certainly condnded with 
greater care than it is in Gaspesia. This yield is not even surpassed by the 
rich wheat lands of Minnesota, where the ayerage is only 1:!.-! bushels to 
the acre, according to the report of the Minneapolis Board of Trade for lSR7. 
Taking as the basis of calculation the figures supplied by the census, the 
average yield of wheat is 8.04 bushels to the acre in the province of Que
bec, 10.85 bushels in New-Brunswick and l1.iS bushels in No'-a Scotia, 
which is far beneath the figures given for Gaspesia. This more than any_ 
thing else will give a correct idea of the fertility of the soil of the counties 
of Bonaventure and Gaspe, and especially of the region adjoining the sea , 
which is the only part of this immense territory, where a little agriculture 
is carried on. 

The rich forests of this region are also well worthy of attention. The 
white spruce is, perhaps, not as abundant or as large as in other parts of 
the province such as the Ottawa and St. Maurice regions; but it is longer 
and turns out a wood of better quality, almost as good, in fact. as white 
pine. The latter timber is found in many places, eyell along the rivers 
flowing northward into the gulf of St. Lawrpnc(~ ; but the finest forests of 
it occur in the valley of the Bonayenture river as well as in thos,' of the 
two Oascapedias. It is also found more to the westward, and the dimensions 
of some of the trees can be judged from the fact that last 'sinter, in getting 
out the timber for the Metapedia bridg'e, pines were obtained west of that 
ri\"12r, which yielded pieces of square timber measuring ;j-! feet 6 inche..; 
long and 14 inches in diameter at the small end. Oedar is eyerywhere found 
in abundance, and especially so in the southern part of Gaspesia, where 
some is to be found measuring as much as 18 and Hen ~O feet in circum
ferellce. Mr. Sullivan reports that he has never seen any to compare with 
the cedar of the Bonaventure rh-er. Besides ash and elm, there is also a 
great deal of maple and birch. Mr. SUr\'eyor Legendre reports that, in the 
Bonaventure river country, he has seen birches sufficiently large to turn 
out pieces of 30 feet in length and 20 inches square. The existence of tlws,' 
fine woods attests the fertility of the soil, for it is e\'ident that sUl·h tr2es 
could not grow except ('n rich and deep land. 
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The mineral wealth of this region is yet little known; the forests 
which still cover nearly the whole of it have hitherto prevented the making 
of thorough explorations, but the partial surveys made by the Geological 
Survey clearly show that the belt occupied by the Shickscock mountains 
contains an abundance of valuable minerals. There are whole mountains 
of serpentine, with which chromic iron and asbestos are associated. More 
(',nei'ul and exhaustive suryeys will, no doubt, bring to light the extent 
and quality of the deposits already noted. Moreover, the beds of the 
Lauzon formation-which in other parts of the province is pre-eminently 
the metalliferous formation-are too abundant in Gaspesia to not yield 
th"j'(~ the same mineral riches which they contain elsewhere. 

TEMISOOUATA AND RIMOUSKI REGION. 

III his TO/I0!.!,'(apltl/ of Lower CI/Ill/dll, Bouchette represents as barren and 
"\yorthless the lands of the interior lying behind the mountain range, which 
r-kirts tIlt' St. Lawrence, The foregoing notes show clearly that he is 
mistaken as regards the counties of Gaspe and Bonaventure, and he is, 
perhaps, still more so \'fith respect to Rimouski and Temiscouata. 

In fact, the rear portion of these two counties is made up of a belt of 
splendid land, unquestionably forming one of the finest sections of the pro
",Tince from tIl!' colonization standpoint. Between the rear line of the 
:owllships of ~ emtaye, Humqui, Metalek and Milnikek, and the line 
formed by the seigniory of ~\Ietis and the Patapedia river, there is a 
:rad of about ~l1,~nl) acres of excellent arable lands, adapted to the most 
~uyantageous tillage, drained by beautiful riYers and dotted with charming 
lakes. ~ome pIa.:es are a little mountainous; but, in general, these fine 
hnds are either h~\Tel or slightly undulating, The forest, which is com
posed of mix ted timber, contains spruce, white birch, maple, birch, hazel, 
m.ountain ash and cedar, as well on the heights as on the low lands. South 
ot the townships of Ouimet and Masse, as far as the boundary line of the 
l)l'o,ince, and between the seigniory of Metis and the Patapedia river, in 
the .:'ast, and the line formed by the lake and riYer MistiO'oueche in the 

~ , 
west, there is another tract of about 22;i.OOO acres of excellent aO'ricul-. . 0 

+urallands, of which the soil is generally leyel and of good quality, except 
+oW'ards the confluence of the two branches of the Patapedia, where 
~he ground is rocky, broken and of mediocre quality, which reduces to 
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about 180,000 acres, the available area of first quality lands. South of the 
townships of Ouimet and Flynn and between the rocky chain adjoining 
the eastern bank of the Rimouski river, there is still another stretch of 
about 160,000 acres of splendid lands, slightly rolling in going back from 
the lakes and rivers and generally composed of a rich yellow loam of the first 
quality. The finest lands occur in the region of the Mistigoueche which is 
magnificent in every respect. The least favorable are situated in the rocky 
chain of the Rimouski river and the hills adjoining the boundary line, where 
:he soil is thinner and often gravelly. South of the townships of Duquesne, 
Ohenier and Biencourt, between the Rimouski rher and the eastern line 
of the county of Temiscouata, there are about 225,000 acres of excellent arable 
land. Some spots near the Rimouski river and boundary line are a little 
mountainous, with a frequenly dry soil; but the remainder' forms a ~plen
did plateau, whose surface is hardly broken, except by a few slight undula
tions. The soil is almost everywhere composed of a rich yellow loam, and, 
in the valleys of several rivers, ofa greyish earth of the utmost richness, as 
indicated by the presence of the cedar and mountain ash, as weH as by the 
nriety of the other woods met with. 

All this goes to show that, in the part of the county ofRimouski lying 
:0 the south of the Notre Dame mountains, between the Intercolonial and 
the county of Temiscou:lta, and including the northeastern cornel' of the 
county of Bonaventure, there are nearly 850,000 acres of the finest agricul
tnrai lands, generally level, composed of excellent soil, easy to cultivate, 
well drained and :dotted with a number of fine lakes which add to the 
beauty of the scenery. The general lenl is only broken by slight undula
tions calculated to facilitate the drainage, and offering no obstacle to tillage 
or the opening of roads. With respect to soil and superficial configuration, 
this region absolu tely resembles the finest part of the Eastern Tl)wnship~, 
~xcept that it is more letel. 

The same lands extend towards the south-west in the county of Temis
couata. The area embraced bebvcen the eastern boundary of this county 
and lake Temiscouata contains lands of altogether superior quality, sur
~~:'."siDg:, according to the statement of Mr. Surveyor O'Sullivan, the finest 
lands in other pa~ts of the province. "I have heard "-says he-" a great 
deal of the Lake St. John district, the Ottawa yalley, the Eastern Townships, 
&~" and from tim ~ to time I have surveyed more or less through each of 
tlw said districts, and I must say that, for richness of soil, the whole country 
between lake Squatook and the provincial boundary line surpasses any 
:rad .of bush land I have yet surveyed. It may h' called a rolling, hilly 
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country, but the greatest difference of level between the highest hills and 
deepest valleys would not here exceed seyen or eight hundred feet; and 
stranO'e to say that it is on the hiO'hest elevations we find the best soil and o 0 

timber. In Madawaska, the bottom flats are covered with cedar; birch, 
beech, spruce and fir are confined to the .side hills, and the summit" are 
crowned with splendid maple sugaries through which one might drive a 
carriage without cutting ~. twig. The soil throughout is heavy clay gene
rally of a greyish blue colour, but in some places approaching to yellow. 
There are no boulders; some detached rocks and stones of a softer nature 
are yisible here and there; but with the exception of an occasionalout. 
cropping ledge on the steep side hills, there is nothing to hinder the free 
use of the plough, when the land would be cleared off." 

In many places, there are extremely rich alluvial lands, especially 
along Ba"ley's brook and Owen's ri,oer, the discharge of lake Squatook, and 
the Eagle lake and river. "This last rinr "-says Mr. C'as~raill-" is still 
water along nearly the whole of its llarrow and very tortuous course. It 
is bordered by flats wooded with elm and ash and the sl)il is alluvial and 
very ridl. 

These splendid lands ("ontinue to the west of lake Temiscouata. as 
far as lake Pohenegarnook and beyond it. The only break occurs in the 
mountainous sections adjoining lake Temiscouata. "These lands" - says 
Mr. Surveyor A. F. Tdu-" not being in general of superior quality might, 
perhaps, frighten the settler as regards the charader of those of the interior, 
but, to disabuse his mind 011 this head, he has only to take on.j of the 
branches of the Blue ri nlr and follow it to the ri,-er St. Francis; he will 
find the lands of SUdl l'fJ ual goodlle8s that he will not fear to locatl' upon 
them". Here is the description he. gi,'e:o: of them: 

" The Cabano road traver::;8::; one of the finest sections of th,~ country. 
The abs011ce of rocks and stones, even on the surface, is esp2cially note
,\"orthy. Apart frotn the two mountains of the CaballO, there are no hills 
sufficiently steep to prove an obstacle to lillagCl. E,'erywhere the maple 
predominate", mixed with "edar and ash. Splendid ri,'ers and numerous 
brooks water the country, beautifying its s"c'lwry and "ontributin(r to its 
Tichnes3. On the Cabano ri\Oer, there i, a powerful water POWc'l~ Tht' 
brull..}ws of the Dakl'r ri ,"er, to the south of the C;\ b~mo road, also offtlr a 
number of hea\-y falls and excellent water power::;. LastJ r. I do not hesi
tate to sa y that there is no pent of the coun try w here the "~Tork of l" leari ll~ 
can lw prost'l'm'!ll so cheaply and wonld yield larger returns to the settler~ 
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than the whole of the territory lying to-the south of the Tache'- road between 
lake Temiscouata, the ff(.):1tier of New Brunswick and the 1': \'er:-;t. Francis." 

All these lands form part of the great Silurian plain, embracing, to 
the east of the Metapedia river, nearly the whole of the southern part of 
Gaspe~ia, and extending westward to beyond the Chaudif'r.· riv,'r in the 
Eastern Townships. Further on than lake Pohcnegamook, t hi" Silurian bel t 
occnpies the southern part of the township" of Chaj"Il. Pailli'haud and 
Chapais, and the central portion of tIll' township" of Diolllle, Casgrain and 
Leverrier; hNe, its northern limit trend., in a straight line towards the 
west, taking in the southern quarter of the townships of Talon, Roll'lte and 
Roux, and extends to the Chaudiere river, passing to till' north of Cran
bourne. It also takes in the lands lying to the south of that line and the 
provincial boundary, that is to say, the townships of Pa:1et, Bellechasse, 
Daaquam, Ware, Lange\-in and Watford, together with th'~~"l:;'llli)}'l 's of 
Aubert de l'Ile and Rigaud-Vaudreuil. 

The arable soil and sub-soil of this great Silurian plain are derind 
from the decomposition of the underlying rocks, tlw slates and calcareous 
schists, to which they owe their fertility. These schists are sometimes cut 
by dykes of eruptiye rocks. felsite~ and dolerites, whose debris are often 
mingled with those of the limestone rocks and produce the sandy or gra
velly parts of the superficial deposits. The surface is g.'nerally undulating 
and well drained by numerous water· courses. Thpse last are bordered by 
flats of varying, but often considerable width, forming large stretches of 
the best possible lands. The soil of these flats is composed undern~:lth of 
sand and gravel oyerlaid with six to ten feet deep of loam made up of clay 
or clayey matter, and exceedingly fine sand, absolutely of the ::lame compo
sition as the loess of certain European countries and of the Mississi ppi 
valley. These flats are the only parts to \vhich lime might be useful as ;In 
amendment or fertilizer; the other soils, arising from the disintegriltion of 
the underlying limestone ro<;ks, are strongly calcareons and need no lime. 
All these lands are generally free from rocks and perfectly tillable, ,'\"en Oll 

the tops of the highest hills, a fact pronm moreover by the sl'ltlements of 
St. Alexis of Metapediac. 

In these Silurian lands, the higher allLl drier parts are wooded with 
white spruce, balsam·fir, white and red pine, yellow and red bir . ..:h, reel 
bouleau, aspen, birch, two or three kind-; of maple, mountain-ash, horn
beam, hazel, &c" while the forests on the low lands or swamps produce 
white spruce, white bouleau, aspen, white cedar in ablUldance, black ash, 
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alder, "illo\y, red osier, and dogberry, and, on the :flats and along the water 
courses, the elm and balsam-poplar are ,ery common. The trees are gene
rally large and tall. In the region of St Alexis and Mill-Stream, a goodly 
number of pines w.'l't' obtained last year, which turned out pieces of 5H 
feet long and 14 inches square. The hardwood swells, covered with maple, 
birch and beech, mixed with a few balsam-firs and white spruces, constitute 
a striking feature of these lands. On the hei.ghts, the gro,es of sugar m3ple 
are numerous, going westward. Another equally salient feature is the 
almost complete absence of hemlock and black spruce. 

It may be unhesitatingly asserted that this great Silmian plain co\-ering 
an area of about 1,500,000 acres offers to colonization incontestablP- advan
tages and especially a soil whose richness and easy culti,ation are not 
excelled and rarely e(lualled in any other part of the province. Shielded 
from the northern and north-eastern winds by the mountain range which 
separates it from the ~t Lawrenn', and possessing a good southern exposure, 
it enjoys a climate exceedingly favorable to agriculture, which further 
enhann's its many natural advantages. 

SUPERFICIAL GEOLOGY. 

In his Geology oj CUI/ar/II, published in 186:3, Sir WIlliam Logan has 
represented the province as formed of two mountain ranges separated from 
each other by the comparati \'ely narrow ,alley of the St. Lawrence. This 
description has giwn rise to the unfortunately too widely spread opinion 
that outside of the plain ad.ioining our g-reat river, tha remainder of the 
pro\-ince is nothing but a mountainous country, including only a few 
patches of arable land snsc,'ptible ()f more or less advantageous settlement. 
An exception is hardly made in fa\'or of the Eastern Townships. It needs 
hut a slight examination qf the superficial configuration of the province to 
show that this opinion is erroneous, that, in these pretended mountainous 
regions, there are immense leyel plains, free from rocks, composed of a fer
tile soil and susceptible of easy and profitable cultivation. 

Nor/hNIl Plilleau.-The Laurentian formations border the north shore of 
the riyt'r ~t. Lawren.'e from the eastern extremity of the province at the 
strails of Belle-Isle to Cape Tourmente, thirty miles below Quebec. From 
this latter point, they gradually recede from the river, from which they are 
distant sixteen miles at the Maskinonge river and thirty in rear of Montreal, 



lrrii 

where their trend takes a westerly directiou to strike th'~ Ottawa in Gren
ville. To the northward, these lands are bounded by the ., height of lands" 
or watershed, which constitutes the principal mass of this formation. 

The surface of this gre:1t plateau is charactE'rized bv a serie-; of low
lying plains separated from each other by ridges, whose direction, generally 
from south-west to north-east, is remarkable for its parallelism. Their bearino' 
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is the same as that of the chain which forms tht~ bon I,,\, ('ontiguous to th" 
valley of the St. Lawaence. The breadth of this ehaill or \'an~'I' of heights 
is about ten miles between the Otb.wa a.nd the St. }Iaurice; but, at the 
latter point, it merges with th" other ,:omillg from the north-west in "Oll
tinuing the deflection forming the height of lands towards t h" head waters 
of the Ottawa, t,he Gatineau and the St. Maurice, which are bordered by it 
on both sides. The junction of these two chains forms the mountainous aielt 
comprised between the St. ~Ianricl', to the west, the yalley of the St. Law
rence, to the south, that of Lake St. John to the north, and the region of the 
lower Saguenay, to the east. Beyond this latter region, the mountains 
recede considerably from the shor~ of the St, Lawrelll't', leaving between 
them and the coast the great platean of the Sll;'uenay, whose surface. as 
has been already shown, is divided into belts separated from each other 
by mountainous and rocky ridges running towards the north-east. 

Between the eastern limit of the pl'O,-ince and the head of the ri vel'S 
Manicouagan and aux Outardes, the mountain range of the heIght of lands 
runs east and west, with a slight deflection towards the no! th; at the 
headwaters of the river aux Outardes, it assumes a general south-west 
direction, which it maintains as far as the head of the Gatineau river 
whence it continues nearly straight w"st to the boundary lilH~ diyiding 
the province of Quebec from that of Ontario. Accor(ling to the explora.tions 
thus far made, the nighest part of thi~ chain occnr,.; towards the head of the 
river aux Outardes, where the Otish mountains rise to a height of ::::,700 
feet above the sea level. This height seems to diminish going eastward, 
and certainly does so towards the south-west, as it is only 1,359 feet at the 
head of the St. Maurice and 900 at the most between lllkt~s des Quillze and 
Abbitibbi. Towards the centre of the Ottawa region, about in the direction 
of and on the line formed by the -nth de~Tee of latitudl', there is a kind of 
coteau or range of somewhat higher lands than the plains on either side 
which seem to be a secondary an ticlinal. On reaching' the rt'g'ioll of the 
St. Maurice, it rises to the north-east and forms the dividing ridge between 
the valley of the Chamouchouan and the fine platean betwe~n the ri \-el'''; 
Windigo and Trenche. In this belt of highlands, lie ihe largest lakes of 
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the Ottawa region, such as lake Keepawa and Grand lake, as well as lakes 
Kakebonga, Mejomangoos and Kempt. The last named is some twelve 
hundred feet over the level of the sea, while lake Keepawa is only 760 feet, 
which proves clearly enough that the elevation of the ground diminishes 
going westward. 

The same falling away in height characterizes the mountain range 
adjoining the St. L:t wrence valley, whose principal peaks show the following 
heights: 

Height. 

Eboulements Mountain, in Charlevoix .................. 2,547 feet 
Ste. Anne's do Montmorency .............. 2,687 " 
Trembling do Argenteuil.. ................ 2,060 " 

WeiSt of the St. Maurice, the general height of this chain of mountains 
is at the most 700 f8et over the sea level, which is hardly the height of hills 
in many other countries, and it is evident that such an elevation cannot 
exercise a marked influence on the temperature. 

The space "omprised between these mountainous belts forms extensive 
rolling plains, '.vhose surface is only rarely broken through by the under
lying rocks. In the Ottawa region, where they occupy an area of about 
20,000,000 acres, these plain lands are not so elevated above the sea level as 
is most of the inhabited part of the Eastern Townships and possess a soil, 
to say the least, fully a:; rich and much more level. The finest part occurs 
to the south of the anticlinal of lake Keepawa, and continues eastward to 
the St. Maurice by the great valley of the Matawin. In the Gatineau coun
try, the general eleyation hardly exceeds 375 feet, as, at the confiuence of 
the rin~r Desert, the surface of the water is only 369 feet higher than that 
of the sea. North of the anticlinal of the large lakes, there is another plain 
traversed by the Ottawa and extending to the height of lands. The average 
elevation of these lands scarcely exceeds 700 feet, as lake Temiscamingue, 
which drains this country, is only 612 feet over tide-water. Here is what 
::vI:r. Russell says of the configuration I)f this plain: 

"There is, though with great unevenness, a general uniformity of 
.. altitude in the country going from the height of land of the Coulonge, 
" Du Moine and Keepewa rivers, northward, to the slope to Hudson Bay . 
. , The depression in crossing the Ottawa being inconsiderable, it may be 
" considered a rough plateau and hut slightly inclined to the westward, 
" however much it may rise in the opposite direction toWards the sources of 



" the St. Maurice and Saguenay ri Vel's. The hig-hest hills, seen some miles 
"inland of lake des Quinze, were about three hundred and fifty feet in 
.• lreight; this added to the one hundred and forty feet fall in the river be
" tween would gi,e four hundred and ninety feet, height of the Victoria lake 
" hills, relatiTelv to the four hundred and fifty feet (If those below, or barely 
.• a difference when using mere t'~timations. These, th,~ extreme highest 
" points seen on the ~m"ey, would ha"l' an altitude abo\'e the sea of twelve 
•. hundred and fifty to thirteen hundred feet. " 

It is easy to form an idea of the other lands from what has been estab
lished by the surveys with regard to the townships actually laid out or 
subdivided into farm lots. The notes supplied by the sunreyors mav be 
summed up as follows for each township of the Ottawa region: 

Addington and Labelle - flat and rolling, slightly broken near lake 
Maskinonge ; 

AlIeyn-hwel, first quality strong loam; 

Aumond-leyel surface, only varied by a few small hills; 

Baskatong-level or slightly broken; splendid lands; 

Blake-hilly, good land; 

Bosclair-western part mountainous; the remainder level; 

BoucAette -rolling land, hilly in the 7th and tith ranges; 

Bouthillier-level; fine lands; 

Campbell-level, first quality land; 

Cameron-pretty level, but rocky; 

Chichester-mountainous; 

Clyde-mountainous and rocky in the neig'hborhood of Amherst; 

Dorion-flat in the e~lstel n part; leyel plateau covered with. hard-
woods; rocky in the parts adjoining the Pickanock and other rivers. 

Dudley and Kia III ilt'll-l" '"1,1 , tine lands; 

Egan-flat; a few rocky hills; 

Fabre-flat; a few rocky hills; 

Huddersfie14-level, clay soH pierced by some rocky hills; 
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Hincks-rolling, broken and rough in some places; . 
Jvly-~ountainous and rolling; 

Kensington-fine land, nearly all level; 

La{hbuf!J-some parts rough; 

Lfsagt'-broken, a good deal of good land; 

Lf,tie lIlId Cawood-rough in the northern section; 

Lytton-very level, excellent lands; 

MlIllsfield-pretty level, rough in the centre; 

:lIlIrc!llllu!-level or rolling; lower part a little mountainous: 
lIcGill--northern part mountainous; 

111ulgruvr:-Lrokell surface, pierced by le(lgl' of granite. 
POlIsvuby-surface broken by hills of 200 feet high; 

Pope-flat, leyel, superb lands; 

Portland-slightly mountainous, heights running from north to south; 
j>rtsl()/l-se,·eral.parts hilly; 

RtJlOn-hilly ; 

Sheen-hilly, chiefly in the northern section; 

Suffolk-parts rolling; others very hilly; 

lltome-hilly and rocky; 

Wit1tllllm-hilly in the neighborhood of the Black river; 
Wells-hilly in the northern part. 

The surveys and explorations of territories also establish that, instead 
of being a country of mountains, the Ottawa region forms a generally level 
plain, whose surface is barely diversified by those accidents of the grollnd 
common to all countries eyen the most level. Once the mountainous strip 
is crossed, which bounds this regioll to the south, the country become81evel. 
~Ir. Wagner notes that, after crossing the mountainous region between the 
rear line of Grandison and the east branch of the river Rouge, neither 
mountains. nor hills are any longer seen. Here is what he says: 

" Rougr: ;::tclioJt is, as a whole, level and undulating, no mountains or 
hills of any consequence, with the exception of the one constituting. the 
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division of the watershed between the tributaries of the Lievre and Rouge 
flvers. 

" Near the west side of river Rouge. two Ql' three -deep gullies occur iu 
which creE'ks arE' running, but beyond this the surface is almost le\'el, with 
only a few stones or boulders on the surface, and the land must be warmer 
since I found more ice when adv.1ncing into the next section than here. 

" The soil varies between heavy and light loam of both colors, yellow 
and black. The extent of this tract of good land is the best adapted for 
agricultural purposes, which I found during my sun'ey of one huudred and 
six miles, and is equal to the best lands of Upper and Lower Canada; it is 
also larger than, perhaps, anyone not acquainted with this section of the 
province of Quebec might imagilH'. It would open a home to a large pro
portion of those young Canadian farmers. \\'ho ('anllot remain Oil their 
father's homesteads, and who at present emigrate to the neighbouring 
republic. 

" The distance between the Rouge and Liene rivers is twenty-eight, 
miles and sixty-six chains; from this deduct about three miles west of 
Rouge, which leaves about twenty-five miles. 

" Thence downwards about forty miles and upwards twenty miles. 
that is, above the Bouleau farm, and we get an area of one thousand fi ,Te 
hundred and fifty miles; add to this an area of ten miles by sl'venty miles 
west of the Lievre or seven hnndred sq nare miles or one million and a half 
of acres of land well adapted for agricultural purposes. 

,. The predominating timber here is the maple. having in its compauy 
birch, (black and yellow), balsam, but no beech, as far as I could "ee ; in 
the swamps, we found cedar, ash and elm; pine were few and scattered 
and not in groves as in a regular timber country. 

" This tract of land appears to me to be of an alluvial formatiou over 
limestone or Silurian outcrops of limestone in a primiti\'e state. I found 
these near the height ofland and again on the Lievre at the Cedar Rapids 
below Tapanee. " 

Mr. Russell has noted the same thing: "The river Little Nation "-he 
says-" may be considered as lying along the centre of a tract of habitable 
country that extends back from the river Ottawa in a northwesterly direc
tion, with certain interruptions, as far, I am led to believe, as the Baska
tong, and embraced between the rivers Liavre and Rouge, until they turn 



lxxii 

-------~.-

away in a northerly and uortlwasLerly direction. The head of the Nation 
seemed to me almost a better country for aQTicnltural purposes than the 
already settled part about its month. l:l like lll'Ullwr, the shores of the 
Lievre appeared rougher and more barren for about fifty miles of its lower 
course than for the sll,'cpeding sixty or Sl-\",-nty above that; on tlw contrary, 
the lower ,alley of th" rin·r R)Il~'" i~ th,~ most fu\·orabl.· portion of its 
basin. The'll' f~cts would :t~T\-e in pointin2,' out a band of good country 
extendiuO" as mentioned north Wt,,;tw:11'l1 ['rum the Otbt\ya at the mouths of 
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the ri,"ers Xation and Rouge." 

)'Ir. ~YIl1111I'" reports that" from the head waters of the Du Moine until 
you appro~ch the Gatilleau, the I'nllnt]'~· i" \',-rr le\'el alld might be com· 
pared to the t:lhle lands ot Mexico." According to Mr Wag-ner's statement. 
the country around lab·s Barriorl' and POll,'h,tt,·, towards the head of the 
Ottawa, " is only brok"n in a b'\Y ph'",; by lull:-; of no importance; the 
remainder is rollinQ'," From :\Ir. Big'nelL w,> lt~arn that from lake Expanse 
to lake Victoria, the bank~ of the Ottawa .. :tre low, and in m my places 
grassy. Tllo' soil is ~{Jnll. 'I'lli' ground is 1"\"1'1 and no hills :Hp visible." He 
expresses the opinion that on account of the uniform le,".·l of this regioll and 
the large extent of good Jan,l which it "l1")".;es. there i" every reason to 
hope that. "onsiderable settl"lw'nts will b" made in itas soon as it is known. 
Lastly, the reports of :lI1essrs. O'Snlliyall and ~icOuat clearly establish that 
the region extending from lake Temiseamin.!ll~ to lake Abbitibbi is n level 
clayey plateau, pierced in some places by l'OL'ky hills. 

All these facts dearly show that instead of being a country of moun· 
tains, as so many imag-ine, the Ottawa region, h rear of the narrow moun
tainous strip bounding it to the sonth, !" a !.!.'l',·at and comparatively low 
plain, with a surface now h~\'el and now rolli Il!.!.', pierced in some spots by 
the underlying rOI·k" awl ri~jll~' almost imp 'l""'ptihly towards the east and 
north until it connects with a 18\'el plateau, the an'ra!jc' of whose ele\"ation 
over sea level does not attaill eight hundred feet. 

This plain country j" continued llorth W;lr.l in the St. Mauriee region 
by the plateau of the rivers Trenche and Windigo, and thence to the north 
west and north of Lake St. John to beyond the river Shipshaw. Limestone 
seems to be the principal underlying rock in nearly t hi' whole of this tract, 
even in the St. )'Iauri,:e section, \yherl' its presenee has been noted at 
Coucoucache. To the southeastward of this plain country runs the 
mountains chain above described. 

The nature of the arable soil of these great plains is pretty well indi
eated by the surveyors' reports and, in the ab,;ence of more precise informa.-
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tion, it is easy to form an opinion as regards the unsurveyed parts from the 
data supplied by geology. 

The arable soil is derived from two principal sources: the disinte
gration of the underlying rocks and transported matter. Sir William 
Logan notes that, in the Ottawa region, the principal hill rang-p:-; are formed 
of red fddspathic gneiss and thllt the limestone beds o,·,:ur at lower ele\'a
tions or in the valleys. As the hills only monopolize a comparatin'ly 
limited area, the conclusion is ine\'itable that limestone is th,~ underlying 
rock in the low grounds or arable lands. 

According to the same authority, these Ii mistOlH'S desin teg-rate rapidly 
under the influence of atmospheric agents. The outcropping'3 of some of 
them have such little cohesion that, ,vith a :-;ho\'81 or a pick, they can be 
easily broken up into small fragmen t:-;. whose pulveriz:ltion prodllcPs the 
surrounding soils, which are all wry fertile. The prill<'ipal mineral sub
stance found in association with these limt:'stones also pro(ll1\'" ill d,','ollJPO
sing recognized elements of fertility, such as mica, whi"h yi"ids potash; 
serpentine and amphibole, which produce magnesia; and apatit.~ or phos
phate of limo. The cause of this rapid disintegration is probably iron 
pyrites, which occur in small crp;tals in tho lime"tone; by en~"'ll(h'lillg
sulphuric acid, these pyrites convert a part of the limestone illto plaster or 
sulphate of lime, 'v hich hastens the puh' _ rization of the rock and renders 
its ingredients easily assimilable, thus transforming them into agents of 
fertili ty . 

The transported matter i.s composed of"hys, sand :lIll gran·l belon~ing 
to the tertiary and quaternary ag·os. The clay :-;"llill1"nts, which dlarad"riz,' 
the greater part of the Ottawa region, are deri,'eu. from thl' g-la"i"rs, which 
played so important a part in the superficial configuration of the (·('Hlltry· 
The matter dropped by these g'LlI'iers \\'as nearl~' all.-b y, and a,; the \\'<\ t ('}'s 
in which those glaciers melted a\\"~ly rose 800 to ~IiIO feet o\'er th,~ pre'~'llt tide 
lenl, the glacial epoch mnst haye been comparati,-eiy p:-olonged and the 
deposits to which it gaye rise necessarily attained a great dt'pth in many 
places. They were increased by those of the quaternary period whi,:h are 
considerable ana contain marine shells and fresh W~ltt-'r m:uk The ril'l>)' 
alluvions formed the salld and grayel gl·Il,·rally found i,l tll'~ "i.-illity 
of the banks of streams. 

Everything therefore points to thl~ conclusion that, apart from the 
summits of the higher and more mountainons parh. \vhi..]1 tnU~t ha\'.' b'IO 1 

denuded by the glacial action, the low grounds of this Ottawa plain must 
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h:n'e a g'<'ner:llly deep soil. and this conclusion is confirmed by t~le exp'ora
tions of the sUlTeyors, who pIal'" this fad b!'yond question, as may be seen 
on reference 10 their reports. 

S"ulhem P/{/Ieau.-The northern boundary of this plateau is formed, as 
nearly as possible, by a line starting from ylissisquoi bay on Lake Champlain 
and ending at :-:t. Croix, on the ~t. Lu\yr,'nce, thirty miles abo\'e Quebec. 
It is di\'ided into two very (listind slopes by fl. great :Inticli:1;d, the hig-hest 
part,.: of whid1 constitute tIll' Notre-Dame mountain rang", which is only a 
continuation of the Alleghanys or Green Mountains of Vermont. The general 
trend of this chain of hills is from south-west to north-east or parallel 
to that of the plah'au of the Laurentides. The print'ipal peaks of this moun
tainous belt are the mountains of Sutton, Knowlton, Orford, Ham, Cole
raine, ~t. Ronan in Buckland. Buard and Paradis at the head of lake 
Temiscouata, ~t. Donat, Bayfield and Logan, in the county of Rimouski, 
Terrace and ~erpentil1e in Gaspl'. More to the south, another hut much 
lower mountain belt rUllS nearly dired west from the neighborhood of 
Perce to the headwater., of the ri1'er Ristigouche, a little beyond the 
,,-estern extremity of the county of Bona\'entur.'. The principal peaks of 
this range ar .. mount Tracadigeche or C':nleton, 1,800 feet high, al"ld the 
peak of Patapedia. 1:200 feet high. Further towanls the south-""est, still 
another mountain chain cvming from the Unitei States follows, as a general 
rule, the line of the International boundary and forms the southern limit 
of the counties of Beano'e and Compton. 

,YeE-;t of the Chandiere rin>r. when' the ground is much more disturbed, 
there are seypral minor anticlinals which cut th., prin('ipal one already 
described, in the perpendicular or tranS1'erse sense, but to the east ward the 
mountain range forms a mass \",ith a uniform dirpdioll and a much more 
regular surface than the Vil':-tern section of the plateau. The general1ewl 
of their eastern part is also lower than that of the country to the south
west, judging from the eleyation of the larger lakes aboye the sea, as shown 
by the following table: 

Western region. 

L'lke St. Francis 
" Aylmer 

890 feet. 
795 ,~ 

" Memphremagog /;)1) ,. 

Eastern region. 

Lake Temiscouata 467 feet. 
" Metapedia 480 

In Gaspesia, the region in which the St". Anne and Cape Chatte riYers 
:llhp thpir rj"p is ahnnt GOO fept oypr the i"ea Ipye], which is with a "ery 
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slight difference the elention of Lake Huron and the other great lakes of 
the west. The cpntral part of this interior region of Gaspesia is, perh.aps, 
higher, but it may be stated without hesitation that, from Gaspe to the 
river Chaudiere, the level of the plateau from which tht- mountainous belt 
juts up does not exceed 700 feet aboye that of the sea. The much more lenl 
helt which skirts the northen sidp, of the mountains from Missisquoi bay to 
the gulf of St. Lawrence is very much lower, and does not on the average 
exceed 150 feet over the spa, especially in its western part. The elevation of 
the lands to the south of the mountain llelt is greater and increases as the 
boundary line of the United States is approached. They are also mnch 
more broken to the west than they are to the east of the '~haudiere river. 

The whole of this southern plateau belongs to the SIlurian, Devonian 
and Carboniferous formations, pierced by ernptiye rocks which compose 
most of the mountains of the region. The schists and cal'-<llWHlS sandstones, 
from which the greater part of these lands has been formed, always pro
duce by their disintegration a fertile soil, and it is shown by ,-xperit'llc,,, in 
the case of the Eastern Townships, and, by the sun-eys and explorations a~ 
regards the great belt which extends from the Chaudiere to Gaspe, that the 
lands of that country are rich, easy to cultivate, and most advantageous for 
settlement. The softness of the rocks and their sensitiveness to the influence 
of atmospheric agents hasten their disintegration, which generally pro
duces a deep bed of arable soil. This is precisely what ha~ been established, 
as already seen, hy the explorations carried out in the Temiscouata, Rimouski, 
and Gaspe rf'gions. Enn on the hills, as in the yicinity of the Ri~tigouche, 
Metapf'dia and Pataredia rivers, th" surface is composed of arable soil, every
where of great depth and free from stones and roc·b. And it is therA, too, 
that often the finest timber is found. 

Valley nf lire St. DIII'IPl/r·I'. - This section occupies the art',t comprised 
between the two plateaus just deflcribed. It is a plain, whose perfectly 
smooth and uniform level is only l'l"liend by the Yamaska, Rougemont, 
Bel<pil, Mont Royal and Rigaud mountains, eruptiye mas:,;.'s of trap, isolated 
from each other and monopolizing but. a yery limited extent of the surf'lce. 
Its soil is generally composed of clay, proYerbial for its richness and so 
deep that nearly all oyer it is irnpo~sibl,- to reach the rocks at a depth of 
100 and eyell 200 feeL It is formed of marine d"ptlsib, in which the bOlli'S 

of whalps haye been found on the mOllntain of Montreal. This great yalley 
constitutes one of the richest and fillest agricultural regions imaginable. 





DESCRIPTION 

OF THE 

SURV}~YED T'OWNSIIIPS. 

Township of Grandison. 

WIth regard to the quality of the soil and its adaptahility to develop
ment, I have to speak in the highest terms of that portion which I laid 
out, bnt the remainder of the to\vnship consists ot nothing but a lake and 
mountain, as shown on my plan. 

To the west of Grandison the country is unsurpassed by any in Lower 
Canada,-thonsands and thousands of anl'S, with not. a stone upon them, 
level and well watered. The largest. and best portion of the north side of the 
Otta\\"u is yet unsettled; there are farms in the interior belonrring to the 
lumber merchants, 'whose equal is not to be found elsewhere in Lower 
Canada; therefore, if it is the intention of the Go,-ernment to encourage the 
colonization of the northern region, I would strongly recommend that a 
c(!)lonization road be opened through from North River settlement to the 
Ri'-er Licvre, running through the rear of DeSalaberry, through Clyde, 
and about thirty miles in rear of the townf;hip of Dartwell, where a 
valley can be found suitable for a road all the way through. It would be 
certainly necessary to explore the route previously to laying it out, and 
endeuyour to run it through the best part possible, for many roads are laid 
ont and not to the purpose so long as the money to b~ ohtained is all that 
js looked for, and not the adnmtage the of settl,'r~. 
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I would not be in a position to speak of the baek country as I do, if I 
had not tra\Tersed and explored most of the region, north of the Ottawa 
River as far as Moose Ri ITer, and a finer couutry 1 have never seen 
than that between the Xorth River and the Gatint!au; if even a winter 
road \H'r,' cut through, it ,>,'ould answer thl' purpose for a itnv years. It is 
necessary that something' :,;hould be done to preyent our young men from 
emigratinO" to the Cnited States. I do not refer so much to the old '" country people, for it is their nature to roam, but we see daily hundreds of 
our Lower Canadians le,l \'iug, who know nothing about the back country 
and are under the impression that it is nothing but a range of mountains. 

(G. A. Allbright, 21st February, 1870). 

Gore of Grenville. 

The soil on the \yhl)le is \"I:,r)' ro:ky and mountainous, only a small 
proportion h'ing' fit for :-;dtl"IIlt'llt, apart from wh.Lt is alreadv taken up. 
The tillJber is n'r~' lar~',' and of l'x"t'llen[ qlulity, hemlock, spruce and hard 
wood being in abnndance. 

(G. E l1f1/1'Jlarli"n, 1879). 

TOWl1sh'p of Montcalm. 

I ])J'o(','eded to ('1>ll1 pI!'! ,. th" :';lU\'l'Y of the fifth mug'e, thence to lot 
thirty ei~ht in the sixt h rallge being an undulating surface, timb,~r prin
cipally "prt1,'e, \"ith sl:;<lte1'<.'(l hard wood therein, the remainder of the sixth 
range being a worthh,ss mountain. 

The sl'Y"nth rang'c from the "l'ntre line is undulating and stony, but 
intermixed \yith some c:' >( ,,1lalL'1. Th,' eighth range along the whols breadth of 
the townshi l' i" also undulating and stony, but there are man y arable lots 
thert'in well fitted for sL'tll"men t, b,'ill~' wl'll watered with living streams and 
some lakes of pure water abounding with speckled trout and also other species 
of fish; bea,'er, Oil tlll';;'~ Iak,'s and aclja,:ent streams, are more numerous 
than in an yother part. I have abo seen there man v otter, mink. and other 
species of amphibious animals, and the woods abound with the moose, 
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and carib on, deer, and many other furry sp3cies. affording a profitable pastime 
to the settler, trapper and hunter. 

One of the settlers states that he mak~s as much as forty pounds, by 
his hunting and trapping. every season. 

There are no road!'! through this township. 

It would afford a good field for settlement, were roads made thereto 
to encourage settlen. 

(T. C, CJllinn, July, 1R71.) 

Township of Wentworth, 

I have the hOllor to lay he fore yon my report of the rt2-"nlTt'y of the 
four rear ranges of the tOWllt;hip of "Wentworth. 

The total eX!t·:: t comprised in thi,; S11]'\'\,Y i-; t\Yt'nty three thousand one 
hundred and st·\'t·nty ;tn,·s, two th'>l1,-;:tlld two hun(lrl'd and ninety three of 
which are made up of lakes, leaying 1 Wl'll!Y thousand ei'S'ht hundred and 
seventy seven 3C;',_':; suhdi \'ided in to farm lots. Of this amount. twenty 
seven lots, contaillillQ' fi,'\c' thousand 1\;\'0 hundred and t'i!.!·hty one :I,:ri'S, are 
occupied and partly tilled, Throughout this whole pxtt'nt nf country, I 
found only three post,; which b210nged to 1 he original SUlT'~y, and some 
old traces, which \\'er<~ very insufficient. 

The information imparted to thL' puhlic ah~ut tho fI'-;Ol1l'<',''; and the 
forest and agri,'ultural ya1tH' of this township Q"'n,'rally, a,; \V,·11 as of the 
portion compriserl in this re-sUlTcy, whi"h a colonization soeiety at ilIon
treal has undertak··n to <:olonize, ap]1(',lrt; tf) me a sufficient reason to 
dispense \vith treating thL' subject, 

In concluding this report, I bkl~ the lih,rty to recommend that a 
re,sun"ey be made of tho line bet ween the si xth and se\'en th ran~','s on the 
twenty lots to thl' east This WIsh has lW,'ll ':on \'eyed to me on l),~half of 
the colonization s(j('iety alrt'ady mentiont~d in my report. This n"'l)mmen
dation I urge because a frout road hIS been opell,'d a" '1'0."" the first three lots 
to the east. and al'io because I saw for myself how e.1sily thi-; 1'11:1<1 CQuld be 
continued to lot number t \Y'!llty of these ranges, wh·!rt' it ,,,"ould meet the 
road which now leads to the Falls 

(James Barnard, 13th ";\LHt'h, 18::::~.) 
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Township of Wolfe. 

I han the honor to lay before you the report of my survey qf the part 
of the township of "rolfe sUlTeyed by me during last season, pursuant 
to your instrndions dated the :::-:::th of Odober 1863, "\,hich entrusted me 
with tIll' :mrny and subdi vi~i()ll of the arable portion of the first six 
ranges of this t~wnshil' situated in the county of Argenteuil. 

The northern lilll> of MOllkalm, by its dil'l'dion, Lrming, with the 
llorth-wc:..tern line of Beresford, a}] obj H";,' angle of' !I:~" :35', renders, as a matter 
of CaUl's:,> all the lots of th,' first rang\' of the towmhip of Wolfe i~regular. 
In my spe(ial report of the contents of the irregular or broken lots of the 
towll~hip of "-olft', which I sun-eyed. I have a):;,) includ!'d the list of those 
of the fir"t ral1~'.>. 

TIll' .~1lI Lt"" in thi:; part oftlw fin;! r~lllg'I'. is ~"'ll',TaJly unllulating; but 
there, :U,' ~1.'Yl'ralle\"ellots andlll':aly all of tlli'm :ll.' so at the base. The 
portion :ldjoining the township oL\Ionk,dm is more UIlE'\-en, the soil being 
more mOl1ntaiIJ)l1": as it appro:h'hes the cpntr\' line. Hard w(lod is found 
all OY('r the first range; the soil is ydJow, containing ,-er\, little sand. 

8"I"I'ral lotf'. in th" first rangl" are ol'cnpied by sl,ttlel's ,,-ho have 
already made quite extellsin) clearin~'s, 

Good crop,~ \\".'rl~ ra is, '11 d lll'ing last sea:-:OI! ofT th,.':"0 lots, and sa tisfac
tory setil"llll'uts :,1'':' alreadv j'I)'1l1.,,1 tlh'l'P, I rpmarkell that the little river 
cro.,siu; the !.:tst' lille on lot number l'le,-en, and ('Iflptying into Lake au 
Caribou, all;]'.", on ,.:aid lot numlwr 1\\'('];-e, a water PO\\'P;', which, though 
ollly f'light, will h'"l'to:d't"l' be of :'Ollle bendit to the s.,ttlL'l''';, 

I th -11 Ct '11 tin u,d :;ncI 'e:;;:,i'·el v the sUlTey of e:l<' h r:-tllO'<'- and its sub-- . ~ 

division iuto lots, up to the l'('ntr", line, I St':ded Jake'''; au Caribou, de la 
Bail', :JLilitou, Y~lseux, de la Ron~"" and Cornn on the iee, andl'etained the 
names given to tlh'.~" lakes hy the settlers, 

Thl''''" 1:11;:1'" ";"('111 to be :111 quite shallow, 1'11" wat.,l' in them is pure, 
except in lake Yaseux, .. dwl'l' it i,.: somewhat muddy, 

TIll.:' l'llyirOllS of all tht'se lakes arl' clothed with lw:tutiful hard wood 
trees, <:'X"l"pl a very lIarrow h'_'lt of ,.;eM \\"')0,1, snch:t,.; I".~llar and spruce, 
which gl'llerally bord,'r,.: all thesl' lak",-, 

I did not meet \"jth allY remarkable riYI'L Two large ,'Sized brooks empty, 
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{lne into lake au Caribou, and the other, from lake Cornu, into lake de la 
Rouge. 

The red trout found in the latter lake have ginn it its name. 

~Iany little brooks and spring',; \"ere, doubtless, nossed by my lines, 
without being,' noticed, owing to the sno\v and ice \yhich covered them up. 

These ranges contain some of the most dt'E'irable land for s;3ttlement. The 
soil is very good, being made up of a yellow day containing' but little sand 
and slightly rocky. It is ~:ellerally undulating', but in a gTeat many places 
lenI. The mountains are f,'w, their eleyatioll slight. and their slope or 
inclination gentle. I sa w only t',yO steep mountains, but they were not 
high, and their 8lop(> ran ,outh\vanl and stretched far away le\'el or undu
latin~·. Hard wood is the only kind found growin~' all o,'er, for there are 
no swamps. In many ph·~'s. and over ('onbiderahl\~ tracts, the maple is the 
only wood, ,,·ithout mi:~tu!'e of ;111Y othl~r, ,,,ith the exception of a few 
isolated elm or has~ wood trees. These 10rest8 \ 'on bill lJ!a~'llilicell t bugaries, 
,,,hieh are alw~lYs hig'hly priz.>d hy the settler. 

The trend of the mountains i.~ from east to west, and all the divi
sion lines have their starting' point on the top of a mountain or hill, or on 
its southern slope, which they follow for a ~rl·at"r or lebs distance, 

The spa,'e comprised b,ohYeen the di\'ision lines is I~very wlwre more 
l,~\'el than on the lines, \Yhile running my lines, and during my operations, 
I met no fallen tr",~~. except a "ery few, ~o that I am not able to supply any 
information regarding the direction of the hnrri,'alll''', 

I met no pint' ~'''Gyes, nul' eyen isolated pine-trees, v{ith the exeeption 
of a rew very scattered ones, anJ of inferior quality, ~Tnwillg on the edges of 
the lakes, the only places, so to speak, when' a little building' timber can be 
found, slwh as cedar or white sprw:e. I met only a few hemlock trees, In 
point of resources, the region, which I have just surveyed, offers for coloniza
tion a quantity of unquestionably the most adnmtageous land which 
the northern tOIYli ,hi ps ha ,'e so far furnish ~J, In fact. t.he mountains 
are scarce. their elevation slight aud their slopes gradual and suscep
tible of being cultivated. The soil is good, 'lh· only trees covering it are 
beautiful hard wooJs, with extensi ve and splendid sugaries. 

These furuish the poor settler with a considerable supply of potash, 
\\' hich offers the readiest means to enable him to support his family until 
he can clear ground enough to grow food for his subsistence. 
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From the information which I obtained from hunters and from my 
own personal observation, I have reason to believe that the part of Wolfe, 
which yet remains to be surveyed, will be quite as suitable for settlement as 
the portion of it just surveyed. 

The best way to develop the resources of this township would 
be to run roads through it. A colonization road, connecting with the Beres
ford road, would populate this township at once, notwithstanding its 
remoteness. 

At the solicitation of the settlers whom I met in Wolfe, I take the 
liberty of appealing to your generosity for a delay of two years from the 
Government in favor of the settlers in this township for the payment of the 
first instalment on their lots. 

(God. Laviolette, 15th January, 1884.) 

T(ljllJf, i'ujlliiclIl .?{ofcs. 

The part of the to'wnship on'{ olfe, \yhich I haye subdivided, is separ
ated by nature into two basins, one of which drains lts waters into River 
dn Nord and the other into Ri,"er Rouge. 

This township partly contains the watershed of these two rinrs. 
Consequently, it presents, in great part, high lands broken by mountains 
and lakes. In this respect, it rather resembles the adjoining townships 
situated in the Lauren tides. The eastern half of t Ill' fifth, sixth and 
seventh ranges has its slope towards RiYer du ~ord, into which it drains 
its waters by way of the little riYer, which has its sl)nrce in the seventh 
range and issues from the township of \Volfe, in the south-easthern part of 
the sixth Tange. This little river appears to he large enough to float timber. 
The brooks which discharge into it have seyeral good water powers, some 
of which are shewn on the annexed plan. 

The yalley of this little riYer contains but little' low land suited to 
cultivation. This portion of the township is chiefly mountainous. The 
other part of the fifth, sixth and se,'enth ranges and all the upper ranges, 
have their slope towards the River du Xord. It contains some splendid 
valleys, especially in the eastern part of the eighth and ninth ranges and 
around lake Wolfe, and extensi,"e table lands ill the western part of these 
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ranges, which are susceptible of cultivation. In the eastern part of 
the eighth and ninth ranges, a double range can be formed, from which 
quite easy communication can be had with the settlements at River Rouge 
and those of lake des Sables, by following the direction of the vallE'vs. 
adjoining it. ° 

The western portion of the sixth and seventh rangl's also contains some 
,ery advantageous lots, which will encourage the formation of a parish 
to be located on the colonization road just opened by the GOH.lrnmellt. The 
stream which flows through the seyenth and eigh~h ranges offers a number 
of water powers. The only ones shewn on my plan are those whi:h art-' 
to be met with along the line. 

The western portion of the fifth range is partly crossed by the mountain 
running eastward to lake Rouge. It terminates in a swamp ow hich 
appears to extend o,oer several lots. Apart from its size, this swamp 
presents nothing remarkable. Its smLI"\:' appears to 1)~) capable of h,·ing· 
easily drained, and I am inclined to think that it could then be culti,-ated. 

In the tenth range there is another "wamp which appears to be exteno 
sin, although I did not go o'oer the whule of it. From what I han· seen 
of it, it could be turned into beautiful llleado\y land, for hay gTOWS there 
naturally and the soil seems to be a rich alluvion. 

L.\KE~. 

In the part of the township of Wolf,> whil·h I haw subdivided, there 
are, in addition to fifteen small lakes, fin~ or six others whose an'a yaries 
from thirty to a hundred acres. Lake 'VOlfA alone ('OY"l"S a snrfa,'\-' of 8\-"°f'ral 
hundred acres. The abundance of trout which these lakes l'ontaill may be 
of great help to settlers and fishing for them has aIn·acly been turned to 
profitable account by parties settled in the adjoilling township. These lakes 
are likewise remarkable for the clearness and freshness of their waters, 
which attain a considerable depth in some places. 

NATURAL MEADOWS. 

Natural meadows of considerable l'xtent are found along the l'd~,·s of 
the lakes emptying into the little rin·r which takes its source in the ninth 
and tenth ranges, where it issues from the township. These meadows, 
which are now the resort of wild animals, could be utilized to feed the 
cattle of the early settlers. 
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SPRINns AXD BROOKS. 

The riYers and lakes which I huye already ml)utioned aye fed by a 
quantity of springs and brooks that are md with Oil nearly every lot, as 
,yill apP"tl1' from the adjoining plan on which ther are pointed out. 

:-;'llL, 

The soil is 'l'l'l1€rally rod~r on the top of the mount:tin'S ; hut, on the 
... lope,.., and ttl hI" lanch, it ,_ollsi~ts of a yellow earth rich enough to grow 
!:>:raiu :iIld \-"Q'\'t:,bles, The lOb ::""llel':,lly contain a proportion of arable 
land fit for producing all that is needed for the requiremcnts of the settlers, 
The soil :111'(':11':3 to be lTl'ry \\' h,"J'i- : cbpted to pasturage, and the resources 
uf {hl~ lOWllShip lll:IY be said to bp unlimited in this re"ped, As the soil, is 
naturally 1'r(,8h alld wt-ll waten:u, t~H-'rl' is uo j",'a"on to dread either dry 
or raIny ;;t' \;'\.1]\;., 

The ro 'ks just rei'l'lTl,J to all p1 "sell t the same physical characteristics; 
ah~eJl('(' of ~tl'atification, !.!Tl:'yish ('0101'. irregular cleayag." very little hard
ness. "-1. \YtlY f!'Om the :1 hrupt flank of thl~ mountains, they show no bare 
>l1r1:\,~P, ,'xn'pt olluumbero: forty one and forty t\';o, Oll th,~ line bet\Yet'n the 
sixth :md st'\-"lIth ranges. 

TDIBER, 

The preyaili1l2 kinds ~))'(' hard \yoods which Q"'ll"l':illy "O\"t'j' all th> hig'h 
lallib. In th,' order of tlWIr r,~lati\-l' abundan"I:" th·y consist of birch, maple, 
hl"'ch, white birch and iron '\yoorl. Elm, h:1SS ,Yood, ash :illd cherry are also 
found in ll'~s quantitie:<, TIH'soft woods are white spruce, ta.ma.rac, cedar, 
hemlock, pine and a"p:?n, Thtl richlless of this township in timb"r may well 
be E>tyled inex.haustible. . 

AlIo'will::,' olle half ml the proportion of arable land, it may he sad that 
the other half will l"m:\in ill 1'l)r:·"t, \yhich will continue to '~row and be 
renewed foreyer. III this rl:'slwd, this township has the adntlltaQ"> O\"er 
man,", other parts of the coun try, Other regions which were on::" well 
wooded ha nO' been bid waste b~" storms and fire far more than bv the 
1Xe; and, though the la~ld has bE'en thus deared, the forest has bee;l des-
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troyed, without being turned to any account for the ""ttl':r. Dut tit,' part of 
the township which I subdivided is not much eXl)Os:~d to thes· dall~·"rs. I 
saw only one range in which the wind had done any damage', and th~ fallpll 
trees there are confined to the lands fit lor tillag2. ~.\part from th"sl' fallen 
trees, I met ouly one pla,' .. , on the 'western houndary of the tOvYl1&hip, 
where the wood was withered up on aC"ount of th· dryness of the soil· 
The mountains being only scantily co,"er"t1 with hard w()ud, anJ the 
yallt':'s ',!'\'lwr:dly marshy, it lIlay be said that the tlwl't'i" litll,.' {lallg"'r of 
bush lires. The yarions \,"oods ar.' \\"(·11 ad:tptc>d to the lll:lllnLII·ture of 
potash, which is (":Irried 0)1 2,'enE'I'illly in this part of th~ country". TIl,·yalso 
offer a rt'muner<\rion amply sufficient to ('on'r thl' first cost of dearing. 
Although pillt· is not found ill ~'l"P:lt qnalltitic'" ill this 10\\'IL.hip, it ha:-:, 
however, b2en worked to some extent. 

This lum}J<'ril:.~· h:,s ,·an:,·d a 11(·tWOI"];: of roads t" h' run throu',!h the 

Wt'stern portion of th,' to\\'lu,hip, tOW.1l'ch the Ri\-er HClll',!·.·. Thl'~" 

roads are adnlllta',!,'on"l~- In'·ated. a\lll, althong'h tlll':," are only ~'ni!",l 

to winter vt'hi,·h·:,;, tiwy will ],1' of some as~ifitall"" to till' "cttkr,'. ill:IS

much a,; they afford them a mean,; of communication with the sc'ttlemenls 
on that rin'r. These roads debouch on tIll' colonization road in <td\1~tl use, 
and which runs across tIl' township throngh illl' fOlUth, fifth and, 
sixth ],:\I1!:,('~. This latter road, apart from ib difficnlty of ariCl'.'S, 
on account of thl~ bad state of the b:t~\, ro:ld of th,' tn'.YIl.~hj!) ')1' Bl'resford 
presents dilficnltit,s of its own, fiudl as to ]'I'llder the haulillg of 1():Hh of ",Ten 
fin' hundred pounds \Y"i',!'ht o,re~ it s 'cn"('ly possihle. TIl,'s,; cliin"nlti!~s :11'.) 

due to the IUI·:tlit>11 01' tht' rO:!ll. which Cl'lb:,,'S one of III,' bi!,;·~""t mountains 
in th,· township. TI\' ,lsel'nt of this moulltain is altl)~"'lher too ste.'p for a 
colonization road, <Llld for this reason tll\! pl'l'sent ]'0,1,1 is not :l'lapted to 
the speedy adyancement or eolonizJtioll. In my opinion, it would haYe b2Bn 
better to h·tY,. run this road in the neighhorhood of t1w little riYl'r whil'll 
C0I111'8, dnwn through the sixth rang". Thl' present ],"';1d would, in that (';1:';1' 
do for a front rO:id, and tIlt:' l1WIlI'Y spent 011 it by the Goyernment. would 
not he lost for the 1 ()I'ality. But, to ellsure the rapid pro',!'J'c';';S of t'oloniz:t
tion in this part of the country, it is of gl'l'at imporLlIIce that the Go\'ern
ment should nSe the utmost 1::1l'1' in the selt'ctiull of the bt'st route for a rO~\ll 
that would afford the most cOInrenit'ut rommunieation with the other 
sdtl·ments.· The money whidl the Gon)rnment woald spend for this 
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would avail not only to the settlement of this township, but also to open 
up a great many others situated in the valley of River Rouge, which the 
township of Wolfe conneeis with that of River du Nord. 

(J. Barnm'd, 27th February, 1873). 

To complete the Yerification of the sixth range, I ran a line in rear on 
this range, between lots numbers hYt>llty eight and twenty nine, the 
measurement of which gaye me .-,;;3.35 chains. 

This spot is fairly leyel, haying only a few slight undulations and 
forming a contra:;t in this respect with the remainder of the township, 
which is generally mountainolls, but where ne,'ertheless ad,'alltageous 
farm sites <la' to be found. 

The soil is of superior quality and generally free from ro ·ks. 

The merchantable tim ber, su,·h a.S pindws lwell ('ut a way long ago. Only 
a few trees are to be fonnd. there now, and tht,y are of no value. :'ler. 
challtable spruCl' is found but "t'ry rarely. Th· most preyalent woods, 
of any yahw, are maple and ..JWlTy The 1t/liIlIl'etl are represented by 
nHt1,!'llificent elms, which from tilil<' to time :lttrad attention. 

I noticed that the road whi"h ('I'[)SSI'8 the fifth and sixth r~lll!:~'eS, and 
whidl was made' 'with the a"f.:j~tall('e of GOvl'l'1l ment !..!'J'ants. has been the 
meall~ of attracting to this region htely som~ hardy pioneers, who are 
actnally c1earillg a portion vf the range just sun'eyed by ml~. 

"\ftt'r completing the verification of the sixth range, alld, as the state 
of the i,'(' was f.(\'orahle, I prll",~edpd to s 'ale lakes Helene, Carre. 
Xalltel, G0don, Gautier, it la Petite Trnite and \\Tolfe, which last is nine 
miles in circumference. This lat 1,,1' lake is knovVll to the inhabitants of Ste. 
Agathe only 1)y the name of Lake aux Qllenonille:,;. This name takes its 
origin from the bulrushes, of th~ t.lJp!tanr ramil v, im prop~rly called que
nouille (distajJ), which are found ~l'o\ying- in grl'at abundance in the large 
bay on the north east 

Trout abound in all these lakes. and I W,l'i not a little surprisel to 
find that fishing for them is carri .. ·cl on extelBi ,'ely during the .;]o,e season. 

Their banks are geuerally co\-ered with a growth of ,'arious woods, 
comprising ('herry, maple, fir, red and g'n'y spruee, but as the land rises, 
hard wood generally predominates. 

(L. Lecltrc, 18th Jannary, 1875.) 
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COUNTY OF ARTHABASKA. 

Township of Bulstrode. 

For the general details of the land and the quality of the soil, I must 
refer to my Field Book. Howeyer, I may state that the Se\~ell first ranges 
are nearly all covered with soft wood. The land is low and not suited to 
tillage. As to the timber, it has almost completely disappeared. But there 
is an undergrowth of young sprnce trees, which will be of considerable 
value in a few years. The lalld of the other five ranges is better, and some
what higher. The most part of the tenth, eleventh ~and twelfth ranges is 
already settled. 

During the course of this survey, I found no trac(of mines or quarries 

of any kind. 
(J. B. O. Legendre, 3rd December, 1872.) 



CUVXTY OF BEAUCE. 

Township of Adstock. 

Trout and little Saint Fmncis lakes are yery deep and swarm with fish. 
Tront abound in the first named, whil~· whitefish are the most nnmerons in 
t he second. 

TIl!' soil of the tract I passed o\~er i,; general! r fit for enI ti nltioll, though 
not of superior quality. It would b,' yery suitable for pasturagp. the natural 
meadows affording a sufficient <J nantity of fodder for wintering the cuttle. 
The arable portions of the to\yn;.;hip \\"uuld yield ordinary cereals in 
abundance. 

The merch~1lltable timber, l'rI!I"ipnlly pinE', has all bi'<,n cut by the 
limit-holders. What \\~as spared by th" woodcutier's ~lX,' has heen com
pletely Jestroy,·d by the two ~Teat firt's which l"l\~a~·I·(1 this township, 
sWlJl'pil1~' ofr all the different buds <)] wood that ~rc\\' S') abundantly 
there. 

The :',·mi-calcined trunks o!· gig-anti..: (r,'e,.;, \\'hi,h ,,[c'l'\\" the soil, lie 
there as an uccnsation against the carel,·"s CO II '/"/C Ii ( de bois, \"ho is yearly the 
cause of the grea~ fires which destroy the finest forests of our townships. 

~"Hr;II sdtlers haye alrL'Lllly lit'gun to make clearings on the front line 
of till' seYt'nth range, from number one to number ten, illclusin'. The 
mac: II i ficell t results alrt'udy obtained by tht'se pionct'rs ,,,ill cel'l ainly attract 
a large number of other s('( Ut'rs to follow t3eir example. 

The p.il·t which I sul)lli\~ided is ('as), of a,· cess, especially since the 
Goyernment has opened a road extending" as far as the little lake Saint 
Francis. 

(F. O. A. Lr:gr:lldff:, 1st August, 1883.) 

Township of Ditchfield 

In the ('oms,' of my pro':"edill!2,"", I obsen'ed that the general quality 
of the soil in the township oj" Ditehfield is sandy earth the surface is rollinO' 

. ' 0 

anci hilly to a de~Tee.more than ordinary, yet these hills are good lands and 
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can generally be cultivated to the sum llli t Th~ si x ran!S'"s survey,,! 1 con tain 
land of various appearance-hills, fertile "ales, ~\y;lmtS and mansllPS, \'et 

upon an average the whole is of a ~',),,1 qn:tlity a'i 1 wt'll fit for !~)l!mi~'l
tion, The timber is generally it mixtnrp of 8pruce, birch and fir, Yet 
cedar swamps and hard wood hills with maple :1]," oe':1"iollal]y to be md 

with, The part of the township not yE't SU1'\rE'yt',I contains land more 
generally covered with hard wood, and, ascending from the sixth rall!,;'c' 
towards the east, the northern part of this unsurveyed portion is of a quality 
inferior to none that I have seen, while in thE' .;;outhel'll part (as whl:re the 
south line runs) though the soil is of ordinary good quality, th" Sl1rf~lce 
thereof is more broken and abounding with ahrupt inequalities, 

The beautiful location of this township mahs it a desirabl" situation 
for settlements, which ,yill facilitate its colonizntion ; b~- which lll";1llS its 
main capabilities will be developed, 

This township is adapted for farming pnrposes, and offer~ a fail' pros
pect of becoming a flourishing colony, not ollly ill a~riculturt" but also ill 
commerce, bounded as it is, towards the w(~,L by lak,' :\Ip!.!,',llItic, which 
is nayigable from head to foot, a distall"e of about eight milt's, and more
oyer em bracing in its interior lake :-'11" ';Ill \-amal'k, w hidl extends ('ast
ward to within a few miles of the prOyill!'" lille and ":Imws it to heal' a more 
than ordinarily plea,in~' aspect, from ",hi,)) stab of thin~'-; W,' may 1",'(;;011-

ably infer that a speedy colonization thereof mig<lt he dt~<;tel by adoptill~ 
a course calculated to promote that end, 

(J, UXeii, 4th April 1~5IJ,) 

The south half of the residue of this to'\'llship is mountainous and 
hilly and pretty stony; but there is lleverthelt':,;~ t'OllH' good land, The soil, 
generally, is more or less sandy and the stones seem to be ye1'Y thick in 
some places, ,,-hile in othf'rs there are very fe\v, 

The north half is more leyel or \Y here hills occur they are not so steep 
and abrupt. The soil is 110t so sandy and generally not so ~tolly. There ar,~ 
some small parts of it that are worthless, but not a great extent. I should 
class the soil altoO'ether as n.>1'\' fair, to say the least of it. 

o " -

Wi th regard to the timber, there is a ,-ery considerable quantity of fine 
spruce and a few scattered piue ; there is also a great deal of fiue birch and 



16 

some maple In some places there is a good deal of cedar and silver birch, 
(bouleau), not saying anylhilig of the fir. 

In reference to the old line hetween the fifth and sixth ranges, it has 
all been reoppned, well blazed and correctly reposted; it was visible from 
the Spalding line to lot forty one inclusive, beyond which no trace of it 
could be found on the prolongation of that line. After some searching the 
old line was found at six chains and nine links more to the east. I joined 
the extremities of the two lines by drawing a line due east from the part 
between lots forty and forty Olle, for the above mentioned distance, when I 
<1"'ain followed out the old line as'far as the line of Louise. Few of the old 
'" posts were found standing and some more were found on the ground 

co\'ered with moss, but none could ha\'e found them in walking- through the 
woods excppt by correct chainings. 

The land there is apparently the same as above. Thf>re is a little more 
hard \vood and some second gro\yth poplars, bouleau, and birch. 

I brg to mention that the ,'plltre line of Ditchfield is really between 
lots twenty "ix and tWPllt:, "o'Y,'II, instead of between twenty file and 
tw.'nl), six a,.; was supposed. 

(J. Geo. Bignell, :20th J ul r, 188:2.) 

Township of Gayhurst. 

n:l\'hnrst is comparati \'ply ]"""], 1 he onlv ran"'e of hills beinO' brtw een 
• J 0 0 

the ninth and tenth ran~·.'s, not however con~ring sufficient space to be of 
much illljlurtall"", all,I a portion of the first range is somewhat brokeu by 
gullies; the laud from the fifth to the tenth range is generally excellent, 
the only drawba·~k being that it is in some places rather stony, producing 
principally a hard gro\yth; [rom the fifth to the first, there is more soft 
gTo\yth produced, but tlll'l'c> is a great deal of good land. 

A portion of the first three ranges, at the north ea" t end, I left ulldi vided, 
becans,', bein~' slig'htly inferior to ihe remainder, some time might elapse 
before the lots \Yere taken, the posts would hlwe dL"':lyed, and the survey 
consequently rendered useless. ' 

The to\Yl1ship i;.; \\'I,ll watered throughout, some of the streams being 
considerable and affording good mill sites. 
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There is every probability of a large portion of this township being 
quickly settled, as I noticed that families and young men come in almost 
daily, with the inteation of taking lots in the neighborhood-they are 
altogether Oanadians of a thrifty and industrious class. 

I con&ider that if the road which runs hetween the second and third 
ranges of Aylmer were prolonged through Gayhurst to the river Ohaudiere 
it would tend "\'"ery materially not only to the settlement of Gayhurst, but 
also to that of the other townships on the river. 

(J. Bignell, 26th August, 1853) 

I then returned to lot number twenty-six and ran the range lines 
between the first and second, second and third, and the third and fourth 
ranges. 

This portion of Gayhurst is well timbered and exceedingly well 
watered, there being several heavy streams running through it, all of them 
offering all abundance of water power. The land between these streams is 
elented and. comparatively le\·e1 ; the soil is good and fit for settlement, 
and there is no doubt that the early completion of the road through this 
township will be a great inducement to intending settlers. 

(J. Ei!:,nell, May, 1860.) 

Township of Jersey. 

Having already, in fonner reports, mad,' you a'~quainted ,,,ith our 
transactions up to the time \vhen we finislwd tIl<' Hln·p~· of Jersey, I have 
now only to state my impressions as to the general features of that town
ship, quality of soil and timber, and prospects of early settlement. 

In the northwcsL"r!y section, after rising Oyel' high stel'p rocky hills 
from the Ohaudii:re up the first range, towlHds its rear, the co un try becomes 
a level plain or table·land, which extends northeaRterly through the second 
and third ranges, but becomes undulating and hilly on block A. Throug'h
out all this section as ,vell as the southeasterly part of the to\Yllship, the 
timber is large and sound and. of the most ,raluable kinds-spru0e, balsam, 

2 
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pine, larch, cedar and white birch, and, when the land ri.s's, y81low birch, 
maple, hemlock, iron wood and many other kinds. 

On the second range line (N. W.), with two or three exceptions. the 
soil is quite unfit for any kind of culture, but improyes eonsiderably in the 
second and third rallg'es, and block A is mostly all yery fine land. 

The southeasterly sl'dioll is yery snperior in qn~dity of soil to the 
north we~terly; like it, it rises from the Chaudiere abrnpt and steep in the 
first and second r~lll!.!·I·S, into a level plain on the third rang" line. At the 
south east end of this range is a high hard wood mountain, and two or 
three others more to the rear of this section. 

About a third of the land in the third and fourth ranges has been 
burned about twenty-fh'e year::; ac:ro and has grown up \vith young b~llsam, 
sprnce, larch and \\' hitt-) birch so rank and close as to be almost impene
trable. The burned land abo extends into the fifth and sixth ranges, but 
ess l'xtensi n~ h'. :'II uch exce lIent land is found ill the lift h and sixth rang-es, 
also in the llorth\\'l'stt'rly end of the st'\-enth and eight ranges; but the 
south east eud of the sl'\'enth range is so very bJd that I l,·ft off mnning 
th,' range line at lot Xo. 60. 

On the ~whole, this section of the township contains a large proportion 
of!. Of (1 lalld, more l':::pecicJly in 1he fifth and sixth rang,·~, agreeably diver
&ifitd J 'j' hills and dales. 

Pine an d spruce of the 1 )I'.':>t qualil y aboullll in eVt>ry part of the town
ship. The spruce has been llt~.d .. d.·d; but a large proportion of the best 
pine has been cut <1o\:\'n and half of it ldt to rot 0:1 the ~Tl)nlld for some 
tnllill.!.! defect not amounting 10 a tenth of its "cline. In many places the 
white birdl is the only hard wood flwl tu be md with, indispensable to 
speedy :>,~ttlement I regret to say that most of th.>:-:e trees ha\'t:~ been cut 
dov.-n to obtain the bark, and l:ft to encumber the ground. 

In former reports, I haye mentioned the illllil'atiOlls of copper and gold 
seen hl'Te ; we ha,e also met v .. ith a dark brown pigment resembling 
umber. On lot ::::!I, in the 7th range, we found a shrub, some six or eight 
f\:et high. so perfecily l·laStiC. that it might :';C'rYe as a sllbo;titute for bottle 
corks ,,,hen cut trauHersl'ly. Peeled length,yays, it comes away to the very 
center in filaments, fine or coalH" as may be require.l, and as strong as hemp, 
retainiJ.lg all its pliability in its dryas in its gret'll statl', and twisted into 
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ropes, it would become for farmert; a very, valuable substitute for hempen 
rope, for traces and other uses. 

Throughout this township, thc1 great defect is the stony and, in many 
places, rocky nature of the soil, which will be much more difficult to clear 
up and plough than the lands in mvst parts of Frampton. But there is also 
much good land unencumbered with stones, especially in the southeasterly 
section. 

Geological Remarks. 

The specimens of the rocks in Jersey whi'Jh I had obtained were 
unfortunately lost on our way out, by cutting throug'h the bag in which 
they \yere carried. Among these sp'~l'imens Were' the following: 

Limestone, mostly of a bl uish gray ('olor, was seen in s2,',!ral phces. 

Quart:. for the most part embedded in clay ,,,hte or sandstone, with 
copper interspersed through it, wc found ill thl'\~c vr ;, .lll' pLv e',-'; , 

Sandstone, sili"ioas. thickly studded with smdl all!..!'l1hr spe,.j~,; cf iron 
pyrites, we met with-Hone of this last metallar~"'r than :t pin's head and 
llO indication of magnetic ore anywhere. 

Sandstllne of the kind called arel/llCCOIlS W\S m~t with in th.' beds of 
brooks, in which, by help of a magnifying g'hss, "e'ry minute particles of 
what al'pears to be gold can be seen. 

Sandstone, of the kind termed grits, excellent for sharpening tools, was 
frequently met with. 

Sandstone of varions qualities, next to chy slate, is the predominant 
rock in Jersey, horizon tally stratified in most insLlll' "''';. J\Ian y \'t~ry large 
masses of sandstone rock were met with. which, with sharp angles, could 
not be boulders, although placed w'holly above the gTound; no quartz 
was observed in these loose rocks, although ,'ery abundant in 'Nhat was 
seen in situ. 

Clay slate is the predominant rock in Jer,.;,'y, the c1e~w:lge always 
perpendicular, with a slight inclination to the north west, containing more 
or less quartz and of the ordinary grayish color; none of the dark blue or 
finely larninat~d was met with. In the b3ds of brooks, the clay slates 
appeared to stratify horizontally. 
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Epidote, a greenish, stratificated, whitish kind of rock was met with in 
the 8th range. 

Jaspo', yery hard and reddish, brick colour, finely veined by a darker 
mineral, wat; found in the large stream, lot X o. 14, 2nd rang3, north west 
section. 

8(J(/ji~t(JJlC, a Yery soft dark gray rock, easily cut into any shape by a 
knife, appears to be the same as that described by Doctor Hobart, in his 
Geolog.7J of Sltetll/lul, under the natiye name (If kleber; I forget the scientific 
appellation bestowed on it by the Docior. 

Conglmllfmlf', of gravel, "l'ry dark brownish, within small boulders. 

Black ,"'III1(i, met "ith in almost all the larger streams. 

Pigllif'llf, a kind Jf Pi)\Y.lI'1" resemblin;' the sienna or umber used by 
painters, found in a YBin of qllartz il/ situ, in the 3rd range, N. E. 

(;(({lIitl', :-;yt'llitj(· or !2·ill,j:-;:-;. nen'r :-;l"11 in ,,/tll .. some "ery small water
worn bonhkr" \\"('re o('(·a,-.;jullally met with, 

(Tv, IIelil/erSllI/, 3rd Noyember, 1864.) 

On this tJa,t of LIllJ, tlwr,' i,.; a Q'ond quantity of spruce for lumber. 
Till: !'"it ill !2"'!i,'r;1! j" !2·<)ud. ,·,"p""ially III'[ \\"_"'U the uinth and eighth ranges, 
when' it j~ 1,,\",,) and chi"liy timh'red ",ith bard woo<1 The land between 
the "jxth ~l:ld"\'t'llth ;';111..\' '" i,,, Ill'I!',' 1Hi,k,'il, but IS g-ood for settlement ; the 
Ltl~'(',-.;t qualltit\, of s1,rrl",· i~ al"llc;' thi,'> liue. If a road Was made somewhere 

iu this \'i"ilJil y from the Ui \','1' du Lonp to the Chaudiere, t1.ere is not 
th,' j,.;l:-.t uoubt IJ "t thal this lallu wonld he all settled in a short time; but, 
as it i,~, it will t~1ke i,0lll" time ],dure the lands are taken for actual settle
ment, as there i.s no road on that si<1,~ of the Ri \~er du L,:>up. 

(R . .T. nilSS, 26th October, 1883.) 
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Township of Liniere. 

Continued south east outline reverse lots of Metgermette to second and 
hird range. The country through which this line l"llns is the best yet met 
with. The slope is gradual to the south east branch of the Metgermette, the 
timber is of the larg~st hard wood kinds. the soil clay. 

(.John Neilson. 17th April, 1866.) 

Resumed north west ourline and prolong~d it north east to Metger
mette line, which was found at se,'enty chains and fifteen links. Very 
good land on both sides of tIll' line, and but a few stones. 

Continued to prolong third and fonrth mnge ...... passed \"ery good 
land, pretty free of ~tolle~ ...... 

Bearing on top south hank Portage, s')nth No. 38 w·st. prolollg: ·d one 
hundred chains third and fonrth fauge, through a \'emg'> hnd, mix, '(1 timber, 
with some ash; hrokt>ll land, but of good quality as ah(n'e. 

Prolonged north outline re,'erst> lots Portage ri,'er from third to fonrth 
range; fonnd "JI'c'ig'ermett,~-Liniere line at ('i~'hty thr.w chains and eighty 
links ...... This 1\'\'I:'rse pa",;('s through probably the h""t Jand yet met with. 
A fine stream rl1ns along ll<·arly the whole hngth of nu nber nille of fourth 
range, offering ('\'ery adnmtage for personal enterpri~,,~ in alluyial dig·Q·ing. 
The same stream ('nts the front of numb,·l' fift'~"11 l'·\"~l'.,;e lot of Portage 
river. The soil is a deep rieh gray clay mixed with sand. The primiti\-e 
timber has been destroyt'd by fire. 

(Jolin Nl'lhJ/l, June, 1~6G.) 

The soil of this tract of land is in gl:'lwral \-ery goud. There is a sugary 

established, on lots 18 and 1~, of the third range, h:-' OJltc' Pierre Poulin, of 
Saint Come, and there is sufficient maple on lots 17, 1:-; and 19, in the 
fourth range, to establish one or two more silgari('s There is no lumb"r of 
much importancl'. There is a small qnantity of sprnce and some !'!'ood cedar 
in parts, about sufficient for 1 he wan ts of settlt'rs in building and fencing. 
The land, on the w hole, is good for farming purposes, and there is not the 
least doubt but that it will be taken up as soon as advertised for sale. 

(R. J. Ross, 26th October, ] 883,) 



22 

Township of Louise. 

The central portion of the township is comparatively level, but the 
south and east portions are f'xceedingly mountainous and rugged, especially 
along the boundary line. The soil is generally light and sandy, and in some 
places very stony. The grc>ater part of the township has lJ,>"n ravaged by 
fire; the burnt portion extendillg from thl' line of Ditchfield in a sDuth· 
easterly direction to near the fourth range, from lot ~G to lot 4:2. Within 
these limits nearly en·rything has been destroyed. A consid~rable quantity 
of pine has been "nt in this to\vnship, but there is :-;till some remaining on 
the moun bins along the boundary line. There is abundancH of spnwe, espe
cially on the first te'll lui:,; of the second and th;rd rang'l'S, and on lots 7 to 
18 of th\' first range 

ThH \\'hole township, except the south eai"t "urJjPr, near Woburn. is 
well watl:'red, and I haye been informed, sincf' completing' my survey, that 
there is an I'xt·dlent ,Yater power on th,' ~L)ider riYer (ri/'i(~re de; A raignees) , 
near the middle of the first rang',,, but, not hasing scaI.·t1 this river, I did not 
fall in with it. 

(J. Gen. Bignell, Dec. 1880.} 

Township of Marlow. 

Thl:' lalld in g"lwral, in this s,'dion, (ranges 10 to 3, inclusi,-e, from 
centre linp to riYer Chaudiere and Jersey line) is of inferior quality, lJ>ing' 
chiefly soft \Yood, ,yith a good deal of swamps I mpt ')("'>:1sionally a small 
swell of mix,'d \\'oot1. with a light, loamy C'oil, but too small in quantity to 
form a settlpment. ~ingle deh1l'hed farms might be formed here and there· 
The ninth rallg'" line is au eX('eption to this, as it is tolerably good from 
the riYer to the centre line and would form a point for a settlement on the 
two ranges ~ and 9. 

There is a good quantity of merchantable spruce timber scattered 
through the whole of the "l1l"ey; then> had formerly been a good quantity 
of pine, but all the good has beea cut and carried a\y~ly. 

Then· fin' a number of brooks f!"Om ten to twenty links witle, which 
will sene for mining' purpo~es and greatly increase th(~ "alne of the lands. 

(Aili/rw' n(lS:;, December, 1864.) 
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" This township is more level than that of Risborough, and the quality 
of the soil, though not better than the best part of Risborough, is altogether 
better adapted for agricultural purposes on account of the proportion of good 
land being much greater. The spruce timber is not in as great quantity as 
in some parts of Risborough, but in many placl~s it is larger and of better 
quality, there not b~ing so many dry trees. Al together I should class this 
township as good, to say the least of it. The greatt·st inconn~nience for 
agriculture, in both tov\l1ships, (if it can be considered so) is the sc lrcity of 
water courses to supply cattle ill summer time. 

" With referenc~ t,) the minin~' resources of th,~s,~ townships, I have 
collected specimens of stone (which I produce) t~at will speak for them
selves. 

" I carefully noted all the \Tisibll' quartz Y"ins I ('~un,' aero3s during 
the progress of my work. The rocks are stratified and S"l'm to rnn in about 
a northeasterly di]"f~dion . 

.. The quartz Yeins, where more than one t'xist in th,~ same \Ticinity, 
seem to run someti:Jlt,s towards, and away again from ea,·It other, or sepa
rate to again join further on. d. very fine olle of some two or three feet 
wide, but I cannot say what depth, exists on lot No.6 in the second range 
of "Marlow. It is easily seen as there has apparently been :l dislocation in 
he straia, a fault, dyke or slip, if I can call it so. I took spe,;im"ns there 
also. I likewise produ,:e specimens of quartz n~ins taken ill a shaft snnk on 
lot No.1 in the 7th range of ::'Ihrlow. This shaft is about six feet square 
and some sixb,en feet deep; the two quartz veins in it which se,~m to run 
towards each other in a noi"tiwastl:'rly direction, are about fiye feet apart. 
The size of one is a t)out ten inches broad, and the other some six inches." 

(J. Geo. Bignell, 17th April, 1882.) 

This part of Marlow, (ranges 9, 10, 11 and l:l), is very level, although 
there exi"ts an e\"en up-hill grade going tuvvurds the south-east, exceptin~' 
the' valley of the :-;amson river, along which there is a steep and pretty 
high bank, sometimt's on the one side, and then again on the other, and 
sometimes near the river, and then again at a certain distance therefrom, 
giYing a strip of al1twial soil. But in any case the flat meadow land does 
not ex.tend more than some four or five chains at the utmost. A few other 



valleys of streams or gullies are met with, but altogether this part of Mar
low can be classed as level. 

The greater part of this portion of Marlow contains some vary fine 
land, and especially along the Chaudiere and Samson rivers, where hard 
wood is found, and hard and soft wood mixed, and again large soft wood. 

The soil is principally loam and clay, and sometimes black muck. In 
some places, especially where the land is wet, we find the soil to be the 
stony" hard pan, " "ith a thick bed of moss over it. Generally the soil is 
more or less stony all through. 

The pine timber was all or ,ery nearly all cut and remond some years 
ago, as well as a considerable portion of the spruce, but there still remains 
in some parts quite a quantity of spruce of superior quality. 

A couple of settlers have gone in and begun clearing some of the land; 
doubtless, others will soon follow, as the meallS of communication become 
eaSIer. 

I noticed quite a numL .. r of dry shnclillg' sprnce trees apparently 
diseased; they appear to have been in that condition from fin' to eight 
years. 

(J Geo. Bi~J/I!lI, 18th August, 18811.) 

Tuwnship of Pdce. 

Nearly the half of the land, i!l this township, is g"nerally s\nmpy and 
bad, while the other half may be settled, though it is only land of middling 
quality. Most of the forest consists of mixed soft woods, spruce, cedar. fir 
and pint', and the rest is mixed hard wood. 

I searched for the front lines between ranges :3 ancl 4,4 and 5, 5 and 6, 
and I can certify that these lines were not dra'YIl, for there is no trace of any 
line in the yicinity of the central line, opposite these fro:lt lines. I don't 
think the land is very good in the 4th, 5th and 6th rang,'s, which I consider 
not snrwyed; but, from what I saw, I belie,'e that half of it could be 
settled. 

In the tract "hich I surveyed, I fonnd no stone or rock indicating 
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the presence of minerals of any value. I may adrl that I passed elsewhere no 
mountain or ledge of a nature to contain metals of any kind", su::h a'5 g)l,l, 
copper or lead. 

(J B. 0 Lpgend,.e, 15th Feb., lR70.) 

.. The whole of the land surveyed, except lots 13 and 1-1: of ranges B 
and C, is fit for cultivation. The soil, though rocky. is composed in great 
part of whitish earth. 

" Although the merchantable timber, especially the pine, has been cut 
by the limit-holders, there still remains enough for the reqnirements of 
settlers. 

" 'While I was enga~'l:'d ill making the survl'Y, se\-l'ral persons l'am" to 
see the lots newly laid out, and expressl'll their intention of t-;l'ttling there 
shortly. 

"It appears to me that the best means of ell"ouraging the prompt 
settlement of this part of the township of Price would he the opellin~ of a 
road from the Disradi route, between lot& 37 and 38 of the first, second and 
third Tanges, and to continue it between ranges Band C as far as Ln.k,~ St. 
Francis." 

(F. LPgfll/lfe, 18th Feh., lSS-t) 

Township of Risborough. 

Commencing at a post on the north Wl'st outline of the township of 
Risborough, marked range X and Xl, I started the rang-d-lin." south 
200 20' east astronomically, from aforesaid post at right angles to the 
Risborough line, which I found to bear north 65°40' east astronomically, 
and produced the same, subdividing th:~ lots of twenty-six chains perpen
dicular breadth, to the intersection of the boundary line 1»·t\\'I:'(,11 the 
" United States" and " Canada," where I planted a stone boundary and 
squared post, duly marked according to instructions. In tnwersing this 
tract, I found the first eiaht lots well fitted for cultivation, the remaining 
lots, to the boundary lin~, being a high rugged country, composed of shale 
and ledges of slate and quartz, also quartz rocks ill ledges of from two and 
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a half to three feet, running in a southwesh·rly direction, of a fine quality, 
also large quantities of" iron pyrites." The rocks in general are largely 
impregnated with'" galena" and the bottom of the 'ri,"ers with black sand, 
together with slate, and quartz gravel. 

The n umprous small streams and two of considerable note are a means 
of v .. atering the surrounding country; they all keep a flow of water 
during the ye~lr; they ,wera~e from six ill<~hes to three feet of water. I 
would consider that the range line hehn'l'n the 11th and Uth still unsub· 
di,ided forms tlw hpight of land behwen the waters of the ri\"er du Loap 
and tI10:-;1' of th~ ri \·1'1' Samson haying traced the small streams to their 
,0lUe!', whi(;h fall into the Samson, three quarters of a mile north east of 
rang" ten allll"lt'Y"11 alld foulld that beyond this the small streams ran 
easterly into the du Lonp. after running and picketing' the Risborough lin'~ 
towards tlw :-;onth WI'''t, eighty ('hains eighty links, wher~ I planted a 
squared post duly marked hdw,',':1 the ninth and tenth ranges. This mnge 
j" not of so r,l~'~"'ll a nature, the land rising in a gradual ascent to the 
boundary and !'rn:,;:-;ill!2.' all th" she,lms as a;oresaid, abo the ledges of quartz, 
The land here is tit for I'nlti,"atioll, Thellc) I ,i<llll,'a"lHl'd south west along 
the Risborou~h lillt, eighty chains eighty links, where I planted a squared 
1)ost July marked, for the eighth and ninth rang"'", 

This line all throu!2.h is well fitted for cultin,tion ; the soil is loamy, 
with clay and ~Ta\"t']' and tll<' rise is yery gradual. It is \yell watered, the 
line clossing the small strealllS and brooks, in the aCl'ompanying plan, also 
the quartz led!:!,',> as tLl"I·d 0:1 this range, running in the direction as afl)rl'" 
said, Th,'llce I 1 ral'". t and opened up the Risboroug'h line south westward 
to thp distance of ei:,!'hty chains and eighty links where I planted a squared 
post duly mark"d, for the seyenth and I'ighth ranges, 

This rallg'(' is in richness of ~uil and large growth of timber equal to 
the other rangl's, and tit for sdtl"llll'nL It cro:;ses a number of streams and 
rinl1ets, and also the Samson ri,'er, where the quarte ledge intersl'cis, as 
traced on the plan. Thence a~'ain, along the Risborough line, south Wl'st" 
,yard eighty links, where I planted a squared post duly marked, for the 
sixth and se\"enth rang'es. 

This range is of considerable yalne, there being \'ery extensive su;aries. 

The trees are of a large si7.e and grow thickly together. The land is 
rather rolling, but ofrich black soil, stony in parts, but well fitted for farming. 
It is also watered by numerou~ small streams, also by the river Samson, 
and the last branch thereof. The quartz ledge passes through. this range, 
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Thence I admeasured along the Risboroug-h line, opening up and 
blazing the Sl1me on each side, to the intersection of the Spalding line 130 
chains 05 links, where I completed the subdivision of the south west part 
of Risborough, as required by my instructions. I was unable to cJmplete 
the scaling of the ri,'er Samson, as required, but only that portion of it 
from the Spalding liae to its intersection with the nisbDrough line, at. 
range ninth, where I terminated the work. 

I would humbly heg to bring to yonr notil'l' that some year,,, a~'o a. 
road was partially opened up from the Kennebec road, along til' Rishorongh 
line cros"il1g' the Ri \'t:lr d II Lour, and bmshed 0 II t as far as the ri "21' Sam "on. 
I would beg to suggest for your consideration that if this road was n'~'n

larly opened up, from the KeJ.lnebec rO~lCl to its junction with tl.le road 
already traced in the fil'ld, to Jersey Point, as represented 011 the accom
panying plan, it would be th,' nwans of settling and maki!l2,' th~lt large 
section of wild huds of the Cro\'\"n a som,'p of revenue to the (fO\'I'rnment 
from the fact that, all along this rout", the lands on e,vh"i(l.· without ('XI'('P
tio)1 are fertile and advan1aQ'eous to the settler, being so close to the leading 
highways to Queb,,'c, Sherbwok,· and the United Statl's. 

(C 1. Bow'helle, ~~Ith :'IIay, 1Si'.5.) 

The portion of country I ha,-e sUHPy(·d is composed chielly of swells, 
with hard wood around the base, tlvn broken rocky ledges with hard and 
mixed wood, and the top rocky, with spruce and other soft woods. It would 
be impossible to make roads upon anyone of the lines I have snrYl·yecl. 

The River dn 1.oup hranches into a number of fine streams, which 
\Yill be ,ery valuable for mining purposes. 

The whole of the merchantable pine has been cut and taken away; 
the spruce, in general, is of an inferior quality for lumber. 

The general rock is slate, with quartz veins running through it. There 
are some l'xtensi,"e ledges totally of quartz. I haye not S(,(,11 it in such 
quantity in any other parts I have SUn'l'J'l'<l, I saw only one boulder of 
granite and one lecl!.\·e of sand stone (white). 

Although this tract I have surveyed is not adapted for an agricultural 
country, there are many fine tracts oflands in the valleys amongst the hills, 
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and if it become a mining country. whIch from appearances I think it will' 
these valleys would form pretty spots for the miners' habitations. 

(Andrew Ross, July, 1865.) 

The portion of conn try I have surveyed is very mountainous and unfa
vorable. in general, for agrieultural purposes; it would be yery difficult to 
make roads through it alld impossible upon the lines I ha,'e run.' 

There is no pine timber upon this tract and what spruce there is, is 
yery inferior, being short and knotty. 

The general rock is slat.~. I :,;a"", several quartz ledges, but the time 
was unfavorable far g'eological r(,~l>arch. as the snow was upon the ground 
the whole of the time I wa:,; out. and was one foot deep \\"hen I left the 
height of land upon the twenty ninth of Odober. 

There an' a great many strt'llms, but in g','ll,'ml ,-ery small, at the head
water:,; of the Ri,'er du Loup. 

(Alii/ruv l~(),s. ~Oth SO\'., 18ti5.) 

In Risborough, I ran the following' lines, namdy: bet.vveen ranges 3 
and 4, 14 and 13, 13 and U, 1:2 and 11, from lot ont' to eighteen, inclusive. 

This to"wnship is more mOl1ntainous than Marlow, but a very small 
portion of it, indeed, if ally, can be called Ullfit for agri('ultural purposes, as 
the most hilly and stony parts ('an be put into grass for hay or pasture. 

The quality of the soil in some pI act's is wry good, while in no place 
;;carcely can it be called very bad altogether. I should call it very fair. 
rhere is still considerable spruce tim bel' almost throughout all I surveyed, 
md in some places particularly it is Hry plPlltifllL 

(.I. Geo. Bignell, 17th April, lSci:2) 
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In general features this part (ranges 5, 6, 7, 8 and 9), of Risborough is 
unlike most of the rest of the township, being much more level. 

There is a somewhat even gradual up-hill grade from the river Chau
diere, going towards the south-east or towards the pro"dnce line. It is 
nevertheless somewhat hilly, but not mountainous as in some other parts 
of the township. A few gullies, like everyvvhere else, are occasionally met 
with, at the bottom of which there nearly always is a stream; as a rule 
here the gullies do not run a gTeat distalH'e, 

The soil generally i~ wry good, b"ill!:!,' nearly all loam with a little 
black muck. It is somewhat stOIlY, but at the same time very fertile, This 
information I obtained from parties who took up lots within this sun-eyed 
portion some years ago, and who have more or less extensiye clearings 
made and live on their lots anti han' raised some t\Yo or three crops there
from. I have entered the names of those sdth~rs on my plan, and have also 
laid down the approximate extent of their improvements. 

A great quantity of the tn"l','hantable timher of all kinds has been 
drawn away, but there still remains a cont:iiderable quantity of spruce in 
some parts, which is of a large size, and superior quality. I noticed a certain 
number of dry spruce tree:-:, apparently diseased. l'h<,y appear to ha,-e he.'n 
dry some fiye to eight years, The proportion of them here is not as great as 
in }Iarlo\y, 

(J (.itO, Bigne1t, 23rd A 118'mJ, 1880,) 

TownE-hip of Shelley. 

The land throughout is gellt'rall~- g",,,),1, and snl1i('iently well watered 
and, ,vith the exception of som'~ short, abrupt hills, on the first two miles, 
is comparatively leyel. 

(J, Bignell, :.Lt~ ch, 1362,) 

Township of Spalding. 

The land, throughout the towllship of Spalding', is for the most part of 
good quality loam, though rathl:'1' stony in place:-, yet, on the whole, 
very "well adapted to agricultural purposes, and may be chssed as first rate 
farming land. 
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The timber is also of sllperi(,r quality and of ayerage growth, generally 
mixed, the principal kinds being birch, maple, spruce, cedar, balsam and 
some pme. 

The whole township is well watered, many of the streams being of 
considerable size and affording eXI'e lIen t mill sites. and \vater privileges, 
amongst which I may mention the Nebnellis and Kokombis, names gi,ren 
by the Indians. The l'iYer Chaudiere itself is a yery rapid stream, at low 
water being not more than two feet in depth and of au a ver~lge width of 
about two chains, although at :-pring' floods it rises to cunsiderable size. 
The hanks are in m3ny pla,;es rath,'r un.'Yen, while, in otherI', good fiats of 
arable laud extend to tht' w~lter edge. 

(,1. Duchesnay, July, 1867.) 

Dnring th,' whole time of this ~l'irY"y, the wl'3th"r was very fine. there 
not b,>ing one half day'~ work lo"t. The "e\",'uth raug> of this township is 
slighth' undulatin!,!', north P~I~t of ""ntre hlP; hut a littl,) 11101',· hilly at the 
i:-outh WI'O-t. Tlll' soil is not too s:llId .', 1I0t "pry stony and is well 
adapted for agril'llltnre. There is considerable maple and hirch, also a !yrt'at 
quanti ty of fine spm':· ... although t h,· !'!TI~:t t,,''it P:tl't (If it has bet'n cut and 
removed. 

The VHI and IX ranges are more mOl1ntainoll'3 than th,~ VII and more 
stony in most plat·l'''. There is a great 'luantity of Yery fine spruce through 
nearly the \\' hole oj the bNO ranges. Tlwre is also considerable hard wood. 
Small water ('(mrse~ are scarce. Taking the residue of this township alto
gether, it should he cla":;L'd as very fair, a:; can be seen by the field notes. 

(f·Geu. Bignell, 20th December, 1882.) 
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CUUNTY OF BELLECHASSE. 

Township of Armagh. 

Pursuant to verbal instructions }""'l'i\-,,(l from the Deputy Commis
sioner of Crown Lands, I alterecl as request,'d the di\-i"inn of the lots 
in the Brd, 4th and 5th north west rang',·s of the said towllshi p, the 
3rd range from No. 38 to No. ')7, the 4th rang~ from ~n. :~~ to Xo. 57, and 
the 5th range from No.1 to No. 57, inelu"iYl~ly. The grunnd on th,~ whole 
is stony, but leyel and well suited to tillag,'. The timbe'r comists of Sl'rn'·I." 
birch and a little maple, and here and there a few pines. X 0 attempt ha~ 
yet been made to open up or settle this r"gion, althonS'h the w hole is \wll 
adapted for colonization and cuI ti Yation. 

In concluding this report, I must t-ay that these loh will he shnrtly 
taken up, especially if the GOYl'rnment opens a ]"0:\(1 ,,{, about fin~ mil,· ... in 
length, passing along the side line of th,' :1rd, 4th and .-,th north \\-,>st range.". 
and thence crossing the line between Nus. :2/ and ~8, on (he 3rt! north 1';1"t 
range and coming out at the church. 

Township of Bellechasse. 

According to instrnctions, I proceed.·.] to rene\\- or retrace the chaining 
and scaling of the di'\'i"ioll line bet\Yc'en tho townships of nous: and n"lle
chasse acr05S the whole breadth of those township.;, and abo the chlillin~ 

and scaling of the line between the first and second ranges of this township 
from the Mailloux road to the line between Bellech~"se and Langevin 
townships. 

I also did some dL,i:ling on the Grand ~Iailloux line, along the base 
of the ranges, as th(~ whole appears by my notes of sun-ey ltlldjonrnal. 

The soil, in the part v, hi,.]l I traversed, is, generally, the same as in 
the township of Roux; being a yellow,~gray and black earth; while the 
country iE not so UllCYCll, but generally more level or gently sloping. 
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The principal ri,-ers of any importance which I cro'ised are the rivers 
'11l:c Otigllaux and Bric. On the latter, at the Grand Mailloux line, a Mr. 
Lamontagne is at present engaged in some extensi"e operations in changing 
the site of his sa,,- and grist-mills, by transporting them from one side of 
the ri,'er to the other, und in slightly changing the actual course of the river 
'"ith a yiew to the more ad ,'all tageous working of his mills. 

Fish are not abundant in these ri,-ers, the principal kind being trout, 
which in the yi"inity of the mills art' fonnd of a large size. They are 
also found in a small river cro':l~illg the first, second and third ranges, 
runnin o' throu",h the Grand J1:aillou;;: line, Oil the last rau","'e in the dciuity 

'" '" of the line bet,"Veen this and the seconll range . 

. ~ stream whic'h cuts the line between the first and second rang~s at 
lot X o. -1,) olf.,l's, at a few acres to the south, a site and water-power 
~uitabh' for a "a\\'-mill. 

Thl' ~"il g"'!I,'rally i~ C!'ood for cnltinltion, X early all the farms in these 
loealitil's an' tab~n up, and mlUY of th:-m are mllch adY,lllced and in a 
go'Hlll "tatt' of culti,-ation, The !,r,','ading timber is spruce and fir, with 
bouleau, bir:h and lll.!pk in S)ll1~ :o"~l!ities, In some pbG8S, birch and 
maple are the most plentiful, and at som,' distance from the range-lines on 
pith,'r sille ::;Oll1' nile "uC!';U'ies :1:'" m't with alld we aiso meet them in some 
places along th,! ran~'t"lill"~, Bnt unfortunately, hnl'ri,,'U1es. running north
w,,"'[ to ;.outh""l'"t, ha,'e here dOll<' serious damagCl in oyer turning every
thill~' in their Cl)ll1'S,'. a "ir,'nm,tall 'C whiGh g'aye us lllll<'h extra work in 
m:llIY phc,'s on the di"ision linc of the townships of Roux and B~lle(:hasse. 

The land whi .. h I h l"'~ just l'<'Hll'\"'y,'d and laid out in farm lots 
cOlllpl'is(~.; a superfi"ies of ten thousand fi,-e hundred acres, 

j),.j;))'c dosing' my report, I believe it my duty to ad\Tise as very desir
able the opening of a road to connect the township of Bellechasse with that 
of Langeyin, as the want of one j, greatly felt, and it would very much 
accelerate colonization. This road, in ordl>r to favour the settlement of the 
c;:nm!1'y, should as far as pos:-;ibl,~ ('ross the 1)1':-;t lands, and be as level as 
pradi,~ablc, a ,'irnllnc.tall~'l' Ycry important in the opening of a colonization 
road, in re~'ard to l'Xp<'llse of "(Jllstrnction and facility of h'"ffic, To fnrther 
this objed, I hdi'>Ye it would be well to h~l\"~ a preliminary sUlTey made of 
some of the rang-"s of th,· township of Dt>llecha:-se, which offer the he~t 
facilities for the Plll'[!'!",<· SUGh a SUITer' \youlll olJ\'i,~te the mistake so often 
made of 0pc'lIing roads ill an non explored country, \yllere it is very difficult, 
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if not impossible, to layout the ground, as I have very often had occasion 
to note and where it has happened that, after a few years' existence or 
even shortly after the settlers have commenced work, they have found it 
impracticable, and then tbe location of the road has to be changed, petitions 
have to be sen t to the Government, a new road has to be opened to avoid an 
impractible road, ana the whole work to be commenced over again. 

(P. E. Lacer!!,'II!', 7th Koy., 18,j.t) 

Township of Buckland. 

The township of Buckland is extremely well watered everywhere by 
three considerable streams, their numerous tributaries and several small 
lakes. 

The river Abenaquis, a large tributary of the Etchemin, divides into 
three more branches anci "preacls over the north and north westerly part 
of the township from the first to the tenth ranges, 

This portion of the township contains but yery little good land, and 
the choice timber has nearly all been stripped off; that portiolljoining- Saint 
Gervais, in particular, is almost wholly an old bn"tltf extending as far as the 
sixth range, exhibiting little el~I' than rocks covered with moss, everywhere 
strewed with fallen timb,'r, and co\'ered with yonng sapin, cherry and 
decayed timber, utterly useless for any pnrpose whatever. The south easterly 
portion of this trad, although ml1<'h hetter- and occasional patches of hard 
and soft woodland are met with-is everyw her<' very stony and often rocky. 
In the rear of this, howenr, a great deal of very fine hard wood swells are 
found, more particularly in the ninth and tenth ranges, which are wholly 
such, 

The second large stream, also a tributary of tIlt' Etchemin, together 
with Hennison brook, waters all the central and south wl'sterly portion of 
the township, from the second to the tenth rall~'(', A nry great propor
tion of this trad is hard and mixed woodland, of excellent quality of soil. 
Although yery stony and eyen rocky in places, it is preferred to less stony 
but poorer soft wood lands, by new .settlers. 

The remainder of the to\vnship is watered by the sO'.1th cast branch Of 
the river du ~ud, and a number of large tributary streams extending 
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over the tV17elfth. eleventh, tenth and part of the ninth ranges. By far the 
greater portion of this tract is of very superior quality, excellent hard or 
mixed wood land, up to within a few acres of the Standon line, where, how
ever, it is bad throughout. This hard wood land lies in swells of some miles 
in extent, and in many places free from stones, offering situations for new 
settlements superior to any lands I have seen in the district, land, with 
the exception of two or three lots in the tenth range, all susceptible of 
cultivation and with mill sites abounding here as eyerywhere else in the 
township 

The great range of high mountains on the northern sid,c~ seems to form 
a natural boundary, sloping gradually northwesterly into Buckla.nd. fille 
hard wood land, and terminating abruptly, mostly on the boundary line 
offering a precipitons wall of rocks and bad lands to ~tandon. 

The remainder of the township np to the Saint Gervais line, where it is 
again, on the line only, rugged and pn'('ipitous, is generally gradual sw311s of 
land offering t' \'pry \Y hpr" facili t it's for opening' le\-\~l good roads, \Y hich is all 
that is required to effect the immediate sdtiement of Gll"klaud; one good 
cart road, indeed, up the centre of tlll' township 011 th'2 thirty first or the 
thirty second lot 'would suflil'iently answer that end. 

(A. Ross, 7th December, 1~41.) 

Thp chainil~g from the diyj"ion line be·tween the townships of ~bil
loux and Buckland, on the oblique line running west wartl, ga\'e olle 
hundred and forty t\\'o .. hains ninety four links front perpenllicular to the 
great lines of diyision, w hieh forms thirteen lots of ten chains awl one of 
twelve chains ninety four links, between eadl of \yhich I planted a picket. 

The whole of this block of land is wooded with very fine hard wood, 
but is, generally speaking, rocky, thuugh for the most part capable of ad\'an
tageous cultivation. The soil is generally a good yellow clay. 

The superficies of the divided portion of the township of Buckland 
amounts to 16,210, and the portion still undivided to 3,350, acres. 

(0. A. Dubi, 26th Januarv, 1853). 
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All the land surveyed here is good and very well adapted for cultiva
tion; the soil is of grayish earth, not rocky, and of excellent quality. The 
line of the trait-carre which separates range A from range XI runs as a 
general rule along the side of a mountain with a gentle incline, and the rest 
of the ground is partly undulating and partly level, with very little abrupt 
declivity. except on the lots situated between lots 7 to ~1 on th~ north east 
side ofthe line, where there is a deep ravine cutting across these lots and pre
venting cultivation through the difficulty, if not the impossibility, of cross
ing the ravine, which divides the lots into two. Apart from this, I have 
i'een nothing else worth mentioning. 

(P. Fournier, 12 April 1864). 

Township of Daaquam. 

Before terminating my report, I may ;-;ay that, putting together all 
my obsen:aiions of the soil and variety of land in the COllrse of my explora
tion of the township of Daaquam, I found the lands in this township fa\'or
able for cultivation and offering to the settler who prop03es to clear them 
a sure guarantee of success. 

I am the more confirmed in this opinion by the rare and remarkable 
fad that this locality is everywhere extremely level and free from rocks, 
\vhich gi \-es the settlers great facilities for opening public roads. The 
only difficulties to be encountered in this township arise from the existence 
of some swamps here and there; but these are trifling compared with 
those arising' from the inequalities of the i'urface, and I have the hope that 
at no nry distant day a brilliant destiny awaits the valley lying between 
the river Daaquam and the rinr Saint John. 

(E. Casfrrain, 1863.) 

Township of Roux. 

I surveyed the first four ranges of this township, running division 
lines between the first and second ranges, the second and the third and 
the third and the fourth as well as one on each side of the Mailloux road, 
forming two ranges of fifty four chains each in depth. 
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The surface of this township is higher th at that of Mailloux, and the 
soil is generall~' good for tillagt" althou gh uneyen; seldom is rocky or 
s"IIv'ampy ground met with as an ob:,tacle to cnlti,ation. The hills are of 
Yfllo\yi".h a!ld grayish earth. and the absell"l~ of stcnes is remarkable. The 
slope of th,' st',ond, third and fourth ranges is towards the s(,uth, and con
seqnently \Yell suited to the raising' of early crops. ~pttlers ha\'e already 
cOlllmt'm'pl! d':a]'iJl~s in th e hop., that the GOYt'rnment will hav.! the land 
snbdi,ided; and on the :)1 ailloux wad, there has bern a settler established for 
llearly rOUl" Y' ':11'- pa --t. There ha n' IH'en fi n~ or six faruilies Ii \'ing on the sixth 
],lll ~I' (Of Ilen 1'1 y iiYe year,,;; pa,~t. ~lall y more from the p1rish of St. Lazare 
will jilin tht'Ul ill the s[,rillg'. The "'ork of settlement ill this direction will 
b",fore Ion !,! yield surprisi ng resul (s, 

(Frs. Tc'! II , 8th ~Iareh, 18(6) 

III obedit'lI,e to ill~trnctions, I resnn'eyt'.l aud r,'Il"\\ed the front lines 
of th,' thirll, ['onrth, tUth. sixi hand "Pyenth ~':1llg"'s, Iwsi,h,s rene\Villq the east 
and \yest lillt,..; 0[' th,' ~Iaillonx road and the side Iilli~-; of the third, fourth, 
firth and sixth rttllg"'s. 

Tlle' soil of the part l'l'Hll"yeyed lJ}' me is generally composed of 
yvllo\ .. ·j~ll rocky or of ~T:tyi"h and poor Pluth \yith occasional low grounds 
l>l.~!T;ly and hlack loam. In ~Olll., plan',; the ground is UIWY\'ll, but as a 
gl'llt'l'al mIl' it i" leyel or ~liglltly fSloping, 

Tht'rinr,; :11'<' :';'i'll<'rally rnpid in their course, anu, although th"ir beds 
ttl',' cut d'i\\'11 to the 1'0. k. the banks a 1"\' not ,;t"l'p. 

Thl' lnke:> are "mall and Yt'ry shallow and contain very little fish, trout 
being' about the ouly kind to be met ·with. 

'Ill" t:11I1",1' most plentiful i:-; the white and red sprnce, birch, beech 
and nuple in ::;Oll1l' parts. The few pine trees that I saw on that part of 
the fifth rall~'" are of inferior quality. 

The sp1'u,'" is pretty good and might be worked tt) advanLlge by 
ml':tll" of the El;'hemin, Black, 'White and ~I"f)se rin'r,':. 

There are some ~'o"ll mill site,,:, particnlarly on the Etchemin riv-er, 
along the front of lot number thirty three in th~ S"':Ollll and third ranges, 
where the rin'r da::;hing o\"er the rocks between two cliff:> is well adapted 
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to the construction of booms, &c., but unfortunately this site just occurs 
where the soil and timber are poorest. 

There is also a fine mill site on one of the branches of the Black 
river, a short distance south ofthe front line or the third and fourth ranO'es '" , 
on the line between lots twenty and twenty one, and this place is near 
enough for the settlers. 

In general, owing to their rapid course, the rivers offer at many points 
great advantage for the building of mills, and a fe\v saw mills haye been 
already constructed. 

Generally 8peaking, the 80il is adapted to tillage, though its broken 
character along the front line sometimes leaves the impression that it is of 
inferior quality. This is particularly the case with tIw last lots of the 
opened portioll of the St. J\nselme road, in the third and fourth ranges, where 
one is astonished to StlC the work of culti,"ation "arried on npon the shallow 
soil overlaying the rocky outcrops, which naturally sllgg'ests the question 
why settlers should select such places to begin their dearing·s. The anS\,\Ter 
to this question, howe,"er, is found in going back from the front lille and 
noting the difference of the land. It must be added, too, that the hard 
wood lands,which are gL'uerally more rocky than thOSl> upon whil'll the tim
ber is mixed, hold out to the s,~[tler the promise of a prompter return than 
the latter, though these are preferable and of bdter qnality when deared. 

As noted, clearings haye been begun along the front of the :-it. Anselme 
road, in the third and fourth ranges, where some fairly ~,,,)J buildings are 
already erected and the amount of land brought under eulti \'atiou is 
already considerable not\\'ith"LlIldlll~' the re..;ent date at whiuh thl'se lots 
haye been opened. 

Cle&rings haye also been commenced ig the ran~'l'S to tit" east and 
west of the Mailloux road, where some lots haye been opened and brought 
under cultivation, especially in the upper part of the sixth r:tIlg"', where 
the work of development is well adyallced and still progre8sing. This is 
also the case along the front of the sixth and seventh ranges, where the 
settlers have the advantage of being fayored by a good road. 

The opening of a tront road bet ween the fourth and fifth ranges 
would be, I think, the best meallS to encourage the settlemell t of the fifth 
range in which there are some fine lots from number twenty fi\'., to number 
thirty two, so muc~ so, in fact, that some of them were taken up as soon as 
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I could complete the subdi dsion. Unfortunately the first lots met in this 
range on entering it from the "est are somewhat swampy, but, to the west 
of the Etchemin ri,'er, there are some good lots. so that this range may be 
said to be one of the best suited to cultivation. the ground being also a little 
less rOGky. I also think that the opening of a road along the same front line, 
in the eastern portion or between the third and fourth ranges, would be of 
great advantage. 

The front lines of the third, sixth und seventh ranges, in the western 
portion, cross the largest mountains. ~ evertheless towards t he south, start
ing from the top of the bighest mountain on lot number thirty in the 
seyenth range, clearings have been begun. The mountain, where it skirts 
the front line, extends from lot number twenty nine to lot number thirty 
senn; but, beyond the latter, the ground resumes its usual uopect. The 
hilly part of the fron ta!:?,'L' of the sixth range is l'l'stricted to about the same 
limits, but it is only betvyeennumbers twent.y nine and thirty one that the 
mountain is highest. 

Beyond the discharge of the small lake, as far as number thirty seven, 
the general slope of the ground is towards the north or north east, and the 
soil is of g'ood qualily, being mostly covered \vith hard woods, mixed with 
balsam and spruce, & ... 

(P. E. Lat'ergne, 6th March, 1883.) 
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COUNTY OF BERTHIER. 

Township of Brassard. 

I commenced work at the Brassard road, starting from the posts which 

divide lots forty six and forty seven. 

The part sun'eyed comprises sixty eight lots of regnlar shape or of 

one hundred and five acres each, eighteen lots of irregular form of which 

eleven contain sixty Olle acres, one rod and twenty eight perches each, one 

containing ninety seven acres and fiTe whose superficies is not known, 

Trout L3ke not having been sUr\'eyed. 

With the exception of a few lots in thl' tenth range, all the land SU1'

veyed is very well filted for cultivation and about one fourth of the lots 

are already occupied. 

Although I haye not inspected the part which remains to be surveyed 

to the north east of the Brassard road, the reports which I have re,>eived as to 

the quality of the soil are such that I have no doubt that it could be settled 

rapidly, if surveys were made and colonization roads opened. 

While referring to this subject, I must say that it is most unfortullate 

that the suryeys caunot al ways be made before the roads are opened; if this 

could be done, the roads would be better located, and a great deal of squan

dering would be avoided. This very year, when I receiyed your 

instructions, the road to Trout Lake had been opened, and work costing 

about three hundred dollars had been done. most of which is perfectly 

useless. as the side lines of the lots showing as good a route for a road as the 

one already opel?ed. it will become necessary to change the location 

throughout all its length in order to facilitate the settlement of the lots that 

are now shut off from a road. 

(Jeremie Lllporte, 28th October, 1880.) 
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Townships of Provost and Brassard. 

Outlines. 

Here the soil varies very much; on the borders of the Mattawin river 
there is a valley of considerably varying breadth, the soil of which is rich 
alluvion; beyond this valley the soil is yello\v, more or less sandy, the whole, 
nevertheless, covered with a pretty thick bed of ,"egetable detritus. Lastly, 
there are some lands only middling on account of the sand and ro~ks. 

The land surveyed is slightly broken by yalleys, hills and dales; the 
other part is more so and by mountains more or less steep. 

The large valley or plain which is seen to the south east of Lake Kaia
kama is a tract of land of about three miles, bare of timb~r a:ld just as level 
as the lake itself, in winter the lake seeming to embrace it. 

This valley, although low and onC'rllowcd during the month of ~1ay 
last, is and will be a great resource to the settlers for a long time as it is 
there ·where they make hay, the ~Tass being n'ry plentiful. Every time 
that the ground is uncovered on the points and the roads, hay grows 
abundantly. 

The different kinds of wood to be found in these two tovmships are 
the balsam, sprnce, white birch, cedar and alder. There is also some maple 
and mountain ash, but in small quantities, these last gTowing only on the 
banks of the rin:r )Iatiawin 

I also remarked some good water-powers, I would mention among 
others the falls formed by the ri,"er l\I ltLnyin which descends between two 
rocks to adepthof thirty feet. It ig at this point that the Re\"\mmd ~Iessrs. 

Brassard are building a saw and grist mill. upon which they have spent 
large sums of money, without prospect of remuneration for a long time, 
but with the object of favoring the settlement of th0se townships 

The points which borrler l.he river Mattawin were coyered with \\',lter, 
this year during the month of !lIay, This overflow ,\'as eTidelltly caused 
by a dam built near the falls a few y,'ars ago, by lum her merchants, 
,vhich it is proposed to remove to obviate similar trouble in the future, 

(L", Dorval, March, I8S:},) 
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The general features of the region traversed is good, althoug'h, for about 
nine or ten miles along the line, it is of a barren nature as far ,~'; the h"irrht 

< "" 

of land, where the waters fall each way, on the one side into the Mattawin, 
and on the other into the Mastigasse ; from the M lttawin towards the heirrht 

o 

of land south easterly, the land is composed of yellow soil of a rich nature 
well fitted for the settler; there exists also a very strange p,>culiarity about 
this section; it is impossible to judge of the nature or quality of th,. soil 
from the growth of the timber thereon, it being wooded with spruce, 
balsam, pine and while birch; however, it is good soil; there are also 1ll1lne
rous lakes abounding in ycry fine trout and other fish, which are an induce
ment to parties to settle near their banks. 

"\Vith these remarks, I beg to transmit for your consideration and sanc
tion this report, plan and accounts, requesting- that yon will kindly grant 
the amount thereof to enable me to continue the aforesaid sun-ey. 

(('l/i'Ofll.~ LUllri('(, HliT) 

Township of Provost. 

(2nd Range). 

This range is bounded to the south west by bl(J'k 13, to the north l~ast 
by the north east line of the township of' Pro\'(Ht, tt) thl~ south (':[st h~' the 
second, third and fourth north east ranges, and to tlll' north \\,o,,,t by the 
river Mattawin. 

It is divided into se\-enteen farm lots, fourteen of which are settled and 
partly cleared. The four lots to the south west are of alluyial soil and g'one
rally very low. The lots fifteen, sixteen and seyentt~en are hill)'. slt)llY ,~nd of 
inferior quality. On lots ele,-en, twelve, thirt'~en and fourte 'n the soil is 
of yellowish sandy loam with ,-ery little stono", and the lots to the north 
east of number eleven are of excellent soil but mol'" stony that tho..;e aht)w 
described; they slope towards the west. The mo,.;t of'the range Ius been 
burnt over. 

Lot No.5. - Rich yellowish, stony soii, balsam, sprnce, ",hite birch. 
Under settlement, two acres. 



No. 6.-The same as the preceding, but hilly. Same settler, house 
building-under culti ,ation, three acres. 

No. 7.-Le::s stony, same timber. 

:\0. 8.-The same as above occupied by Thomas Wawanalet, Abenakis 
Indian; house, and clearings of almost no Y<llne. 

Xo. n.-HiGh yellowish soil, stony, balsam, sprnce awl white birch. 

No. lO.-Same as the preceding with also a few cedar. 

No. n.-Yellowish sandy loam, occupied by Jeremie Laporte. Under 
cultiyation, ten '1<'res. 

No. l2.-~ame as the preceding, same occupant. Settled, thirty acres; 
four ,·hains from the south west post there is a brook of twenty links in 
'width running' north wcost. 

:\0. I3.-:-;\llW a" the Pl'!'(>(·dil1!.,(', same occupant. Under culti\"ation, 
twenty acl'l'c;: huuse built, I Wl'llty fi\'l' feet by thirty, a barn and stable of 
forh' i'et't b, a hundred and fi\Te. . -

No. l-!.-.t few bu:'nt rocks, same occupant. Under culth"ation, 
twenty acres. 

No. Vi.-Samc as the preceding. cedar, settled by One~ime Heroux. 
Fnder l'ultiYation, hyo acres. 

No. I6.-Undulating burnt ground, cedar, same settler. Under culti· 
Yation, fiye :l'T,'S. 

No. l7.-~hallow, redsprnce, cedar, same occupant. Under cultivation, 
hn'llty acres: house, twenty feel by twenty two, barn and stable, thirty. 
six f.'et by sixty 

No. ls.-Very Ion" ground, tamarac, settled by .J aphet Ferland. The 
post between numbers eighteen andllineteen cannot be placed, its position 
beillg' in the middle of the discharge of lake Slint-Michel, which is fifty. 
t\yO links ill \yidth. 

?\o. I!I.-Lo\Y. Same occupant. 

Xo 20.-Low. Same occupant; fiY<~ acres under cultiyation. 

No. ~l-Low. Same occupant. Twenty·fi,"e acres under cultivation. 
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Fourth Range North Ellst. 

This range is north e:lst of the third range and bounded to the north 
west by the Recond range, south past, and to the north east hy Crown lands 
yet unsnrwyed. The soil is generally of riGh yellowish clay, but rocky. 
The nine first 10tR are covered with standing timber and slope towards th.e 
sonth WL't-;t and south. These lots are not uneyeu. The rest of the range is 
very uneyen and has been almost wholly burnt over. The snn"eyed portion 
of it is eli ,"ided into eighteen lots of thirteen cluins each; none of these 
10tR is settled. 

TMrd Range North East. 

The land all along this line is nneven in the second and fourth rang"e;.; 
and mountainous in the third range, and for this reason number eig'ht\)E'n 
of the third rallg'l', which is moreover cut through by Front lake, should 
form part of number seventeen. 

Second Range SOllth East. 

This line represents the course of the road to be opened for communi
cation between the second ra nge sonth east and the seconu and third ranges 
north east to the range of Trout lake. 

Second Range North East. 

This line starts from the base of the second range I-'outh east, in the cen
tre of lot number fourteen, and ends at the line south east of the lot number 
se1"enteen, of the north east range on Trout lake. 

It has a length of two hundred and twenty six chains and ninety five 
links, and is di'Tided into seventeen lots of thirteen chains and thirty fi ,"e 
links each, equal to thirteen chains on the north course 4:,)0 west. 

This range is bounded to the south west by the first ran!.',·e north east, 
to the north east by the third range and to the north west by the second 

I range south east. This range is almost all high lands, little stony, but 
generally une,-en. At the rear of number three commences a mountain, 
facing north and finishing at lot number ele,Ten, where it touches the 
centrallille making a high land up to number se\'enteen, that is, to the 
discharge of Trout lake. 
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TMrd Range North East. 

This range is to the north east of the second range north east, and 
bounded to the north \Yest by the second range south east. The divided 
part comprises eighteen lots of thirteen chains eac!l, equal to thirteen chains 
and thirty-fiw links on the central line between the second and third ranges 
north east. 

This range has been all burnt oyer, the land is high and of good 
quality, leyel, and pretty free from stones for the first eight lots, but very 
uneyen, rocky and generally stony, in the south east part. 

I scaled and chained the north east line of Provost from the post north 
east of the line south east of the second range south east to Pine lake. The 
result of this chaining is as follows: 

From the thirteenth mile post to Pille lake, it j" gen~rally burnt land 
and encumbered with fallen trees, blown down by the west wind; a 
continual, but ea~},' slope. 

'l'o the north east, many settler,.; are establiiShed ; they have run a 
base line starting from the thirteenth mile post and made the scaling and 
chaining of the north ea:-;t line of Pro\-ost from the post north ea"t of the 
base line of the second south east range. 

The ground adjoining this lin(~ is gellPrally undulating and of ~:<)od 
quality, particularly to\yard:-: the north east. 

I l)('~'all to,day to run the line which is to be the di,-ision line lwhYeI'li 
tlli' third and fourth rall~'es north past. The g-rounJ is very even but ,-ery 
much obstructed by fallen trees, blown down by the we,.;! wind, the timber 
being standing to the north ea1<t and burnt to the south west. 

I continued the line between the third and fourth !'all!.:;'l'S and chained 
seYenty eight chains to the six lots; this land is leyel, but obstructed with 
fallen trees on the three lots; after that there is a dear hurnt space, but hilly 
and \'\'ry Ulleyen, 

(Jerelilie Llfjiortl, ~211d Jan" 18811,) 
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========================================= 
While transmitting to you the documents concerning the survey of 

the township of Brassard made by your instructions of the 2nd Oct. 1885 
I have the honor to report that the surveyed lands are generally fit for cul
tivation with the exception of that part which is on the banks of the river 
des Aunais, from the side line north east to lot number twenty fi\'e 
and which for about twenty chains on each side of the river is too low to 
be drained. 

The part east of the rinl' des Aunais is g'('nerally wooded, but nearly 
all burnt over; west of the rin'r is aho burnt for the gTeater part, but less 
wooded. 

The south west part of the tovmship is generally co\"ered with stand
ing timber comprising a few maple groves. 

(.Teremie LII/)orle, :2-1th April, 18:;;11) 
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COUNTY OF BONAVENTURE. 

TOWll3hip of Carleton. 

I started the cen tre linp at the lot POoit t hi rlt~,'ll and fOluteen, 011 range 
two and thl"l'e as before mentiolled. and ran it on a parallel course tv the 
Nom-elle township line to the depth of the third range, or a dishnce of 
senllty nine chaillE' and fifty lil!ks, w111'1'c I markecl and planted two posts, 
one marked lot post twenty six and twenty se\-en, range fon: on the north, 
and till' other marked lot thirteen and fourteen, rJ.:l~·" three, on the south 
lac'e, as per ill~trndions. The ro\'(·~t here and for one milt' dnd one half to 
the l'ast and same cl;.~lan.:e to the we,,! i.~ totally burnt, and 011 arriving' 
abont lot thirty nin,,, ",lll're the timb·1' i,.; not burnt. I fell in with old 
blazes and 111ark.~ of a 1,'IT!::!"r line. 

The natural ft'atnrps a,< l'ar as lot "ixt'·"II. third r.ln~·('. are r'm~h and 
broken and utterly n"·'I,'.~,, ti,i' pnrpl)SI:s of ,·ultinltioll. the land and timlwr 
bein~ totally bUlIlt, dlP "c"'ond gTlJ\\,th cOIl"isting of white nud yellow 
birch and poplar, n~i'y small; tlw fourth rall~\> with the exceptioll of from 
lot thirty iour te lot thirty pig'ht is ~o:Ili'\Yhat b·tt.'r. a little broken, but not 
so much so as to render it unfit for culti\Tati')]l; tlw front is like\\'is,~ hl11'nt 
and C'oll"ists of the above melltioned se, 'ond gTO\\'t h ; t 11·, ti m bel' is not of \-ery 
mudl cOllseqnenn> for lum1Jering' purposes, the ~T,,\yth being too small; the 
soil in the ,alleys of' th,: Lng' 'I' rin~rs is Pl'l'tt~- g.'dolL the preyailin~' color 
being red, and tilt' h,~·ight of lands ",her,' the timlwr i" HOt burnt is also 
good and well adapted for cultiyation, a little stony ill pLwes, bnt these are 
small. 

Retul'lling, the soil and tim1)(,1 ,ve burnt for some two or three lots to 
the west of the centre line 011 the fourth ra!l~"\ but the front and the rear 
of the third range are totally burnt; on the fourth range the land is rolling 
and generally level un til you reach the height of land at :-ltewart ri \'er, and 
from that river through to NOlwelll' township is very rough, much 
broken and utterly u".:le"" for ,'ultinttion, but the timber is good, cvn;;ist
ing, although not to say very larg't', for tlu most part, of white 
and black birch, spru,;e and fir; on the slopes of Stewart river aud to the 
~est there is considerable g'ro\\th of cedar; the soil is of the same reddish 
hue, of light texture and \Yell a(bpted for purposes of cultivation, where 



the land is not too much broken; th~ rocks outcrop 0:1 the slop"" ofSte\vart 
riyer; the strata is some 60° slope, the strike b ·iug ab::mt north east and. 
south west and consisting of gray sandstont'. 

Finishing' this range, I again returned to the c'mtrc linc:', rall~'c:' three 
and four, and ran it upon a course parallel to the ~otwelle to\\,llshi~) lilH'. 
Close to and in the vicinity of tlw he au of the saill "PIltr,· linl',th,~ LUlLl is 
rough and broken along the whole course or the lille with very littl,~ 

exception. I afterwards started range line four and tin>, g'oiuC!' <,ast from 
said lot twenty-six and twenty-seven, an:l 0:1 sad cenLr~ lin ~ ,.;ullth :3,j~ :)1)' 

east al"tronomicul 

,Yith respect to the natural features of this ran~\' from lot tW"I!ty olle 
to lot forty three, the land is rolling' and pretty le,,-d in ph" j

";; t he remain
der is rough and broken with the exe,>pti'l:l ot' a L~\V 1,)[:,; t.o th~ ',\',,~t and 
in the ncinity of the Nouydh township; the soil i:,; ~)()1 ill p\a-:C'.; a:lcl 
cO:1l"ists of un int'>rmixture of red and whit,· 1 ),lln; t\v ~I')i) ~ of th,~ 

hill fronting 011 the ~h'wa]'t ri\Ter, wcst branch, is \"l·ry rOI1~'h HULl brok')il, 
the rocks ontcropping in a good nU1l11wr of pIa,,\,S, and or tho s\ln·· d,'~

cription and formation as hdul"~ mf'ntiolll·d on th~ b.,t range; th~ tim:)I'r 
through the whole of thi" nm~',· is not burnt a!ld ,'r)lbis[..; ,)l' \vhit· ;\ld 

black birch. sprnce and fir; that in the yicinitr of lot thirty t",o i., mr),tly 
all spruce and fir, the birch being s:'al'Cl' and a g"l',>at Iln'nb21' iii' J:';]11 and 
rotten ones; the timber on the few lots arljoining; tht> ~Iaria tuwlbhip is 
good and consists of the hard wool v;tri,)til's abo\'e mt'ntio,ll.:l with the 
intermixture of a fe\\' mapl,:s. 

The sixth rall~'" is not quite so rough or so mU"]l hrok"ll up by the last 
mentioned rivurs; toward th(~ ea;;t and where the line "ro,,.;,';; at lot forty 
one the head wat·rs of the east br:\llch of8tewart 1'i\-e1', the hill at ~tewal't 
river west bra~lch at lot twdve to fiftelm is yery rough and bro:\:cn anJ 
useless for cultiyation; there is a consiuerable quantity of white all,l bhck 
birch growing on the slopes on both sides, intermixed \yith some cecLtr,,;, 
also the middle of said ral}o"C from the west branch 0l' 8t"W;tl't ri \'('1' to th:~ 

'" Nouyelle tuwnship is considerably broken up hy a larg'd hrook t~at rnll"; 
into the riyer; from lot fifteen to lot forty six, the land is rolling anJ, 
generally speaking, pretty le\-el, and could be well adapted for cnlti vation 
purposes, the soil in most plal~es bl~ing not very stony, and the uolor much the 
same as in the last mentioned range. I may 'ldd that this i,; the largest trad 
ofland that is good, to be found on the part sUlTeyed; the remainder of this 
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rano',' from lot forty S2ven to Maria to'wnship line is broken and useless for 
far~illg; purposes, but has some good timber, consisting of white and black 
birch, spruce and fir; tr..etimber contained betwecnlots fifteen and forty six is 
<Tood not to s~l" of yen laro'e o'rowth, but in most places consistinQ' of white ~, _, ~ 0 0 ........ 

and black birch, spruce and fir; the greatest height ofland in this township 
is, I consider, in the yicinity of lot thirty fiYe, judging by the courses the 
hrook" takl'. 

TIll' seyenth l"Uuge i" not quite so roug'h as the former,with the exception 
of a Jt'W lots ill tIl\' yi"inity of f;lewart river. ,Y('st branch, and from lot 
numh,'r forty thre,· to forty ,'i~'ht ",hidl is pretty rough and broken; the 
remaiuing p~rtion of the ra;lge is pretty lel'eJ and rolling'; the soil in the 
vicinih" of the centre line is not (luite so good as usual and con:;,ists of a 
whiti:=;hloamofagTalrellynatnre; th,~ timber which is small in growth 
\'(lllC'j"ts principally of "p'uce and fi:', the birch not being half so thick as 
on the ]a"t mentioned rnnge. 

Arkr fill ishiw.::' thi:,: range, I ran up the centre line from range seven to 
nut lill'! of township, 

The celltre lillI' hlllS up for its whole distance a small brook that flows 
north ('~l,..t :IS far as could lw "l'"n; th .. soil alon~' the yalley is not much 
good; the timher 011 the height of land and also in the yalley is small and 
of poor g'ro\\·th, ('on.~i"'liw~' fur th" mo.;t part of small spruce and fir inter
mixed with a gTeat number of dead trees of the same growth. I could only 
",'.'e a 1<'\\' "tra,!~'lill~' birch here and there and not of any great size. 

Takill~' the township as a whole, it i,-; rough and broken, but part. could 
bl' .. ho~"Jl where a good number of sdtlers could hle'located, especially on 
the <':Ist "iJ(' and on ran'!",: fi\r,~ and six and part of s",ren, by continuing' 
the road already run anu opened from the front (marked in my plan in red) 
to ih int<'r""·,,tiIJIl with a brandl of :-;tewart river east branch and contin
uing the said l't):lll along the yalley of said riYer as far as its source, and 
b~" opening (,],0"" roads on and along th,> range line fi\re and six to the east 
and ,YI.'St of said ri,rer, which would open ont for settlement purposes what I 
consider to b" the best portion of the township; the west branch of Stewart 
ri \'l'l' I (,Olu;id.~r too rough and the approach"s too abrupt for roads. The 
timber for lumbering purposes in this township is too small, no pine what
eIreI', and the hirch is somewhat "'lllall. 

(P. JIll risu II , 31st January, ISH), 
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I ran the range line from the centre line to lot ten and renewed it from 
lot ten to the out-line between Carleton and Shoolbred, because all traces 
of it had disappeared. 

I then chained along the seigniorial line between Carleton and Shool
bred at the base of the second range. 

The line is skirted and several times crossed by a verbalized road and 
a brook. The road in question leads to the concesliiions in the township of 
Nouvelle. 

At eighty-nine chains fifty-one links, the range line was intersected at 
the base of the second range. 

As the point of intersection is a bare rock, from which the trees have 
been burnt off, I ( ould not plant a range post. 

The land tr~l\'ersed from the centre line to Shoolbred is very moun
tainous, sometimes completely burnt over, generally unfit for cultivation, 
and frequently ina(,(,l'~sible. The principal forest growth is birch, spruce, 
white birch and balsam. All these woods, are, generally speaking, only 
fit for firewood, and eyen then very hard to get out. Lots five and six are 
partly fit for cultiyation. 

One Raphael Lensseur has built a camp on the western part of lot 
eleven; he has begun to clear the land and got a good crop from it last year; 
unfortunately, there are only a few acres cultivable. 

The whole tract is almost worthless, being inaccessible, exceedingly 
mountainous all over and unfit for tillage, and the timber on it is very 
difficult to work, ""here it is possible to attempt this. 

It is mv opinion and conviction that the lands of the third range and 
a great part- of those of the second range are unsuited to cultivation and 
are like an insurmountable barrier, which will retard the settlement of the 
fourth, fifth and sixth ranges of Carleton. 

(C.-L. Lepage, 8th May, 1887). 
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Township of Causapscal. 

(River Range). 

I must say that the soil of these lots is very rich and very desirable for 
settlers. In my preceding sur,eys, I have met with little land so generally 
good for all kinds of tillage. 

My information and observations are to the effect that these lots are as 
susceptible of cultivation as those of the township of Metapedia. 

From number twelve to the river Cansapscal, the land is in the highest 
degree fertile and very level. The prHailing woods are birch, ash and 
spruce, with some enormous cedars. The fire of 184.5 destroyed the bulk 
of the timber from number twenty-three to the Causapscal river, but since 
that time, the lots have been visited by lumberers, who, in carrying in hay, 
let fall the seeds of timothy and clover, with the result that they have pro
pagated themselves to a surprising extent, and it is stated that on some of 
the lots towards the great elbow, opposite the ~ldatics brook, three 
thousand pounds of hay can be cut, which proves that the soil is strong 
and rich, for it has never been cultivated. 

On this second line, I met a very deep valley towards the centre of 
number thirty-two, at the bottom of which meanders a charming little brook 
which discharges towards the front of number thirty-four. This ,"alley is 
the only break in that part of the tract, which e'-erywhere else is level 
and fertile, with the exception of the hill descending to the river, which, 
like the otbers, is pretty steep. 

(E.-H. Legendre, :2~nd April186~). 

Township of Cox. 

From Paspebiac, I immediately proceeded with my party to the sonth 
eastern angle of the base, taking with us. as far as circumstances permitted, 
the necessary provisions. Being unable to find any post or trace of the 
division line between the lake range and the first range of the base, on the 
line of Hope, because the only wood there are young trees of the third or 
fourth growth, fire having swept over it several times, I went on to the Pas-
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pebiac line, where I found sufficient remains of the base line to tracl' it to its 
junction with the east lateral line of Cox. I as~erbined that this line runs 
north 76° 4' west, magnetic, and, on the same evening, I corrected the 
magnetic variation, which I found to be 240 16 west. 

As the line between Cox and Hope at this spot was ilwisible for the 
reasons already specified, I proceeded to wards the middle of the first rancre 

'" or concession aud, having found it there sufficiently distinct, I extpnded it 
with much care to its intersedion with the base line. 

The course of this line is south 90 16' west magnetic. I prolonged and 
chained it to th\' base of the sixth range, plantin%' mid way in each range or 
at each 52.63 chains :t good, duly numbered post. 

I could not discover the line or any trace of a line along the whole 
di~tance, and, the people of New-C:trlisle and Paspebiac assured me that, 
apart from the line between thH lake range and the fust range, flO other line 
had ever been run to di vide the ranges. This division line of thl' township 
was only apparent in a few places; elsewhere no tnl,!~e of it was lwn·('ptihle. 

The land along the line' \vas generally level, composed of yellow mould, 
free from rocks and consequently well suited for agricultural purposes. 
The prevailing woods are birch and maple. 

After planting: a post numbered 56, I established the division line 
between these two last ran g:u,; , parallel to the base line of the first range, 
which I prolonged to its interciHdioll with the Robin lot, at a distance of 
:n chains from Hopt', whc're I planted a post. 

I t hen returned to my starting point at the post between the lake 
range and the first range, where I measured off lots of 19 chains and 50 
links, as prescribed by my instructions. I extended this line in the first 
place to the Paspebiac line, a distance of 133 chains, planting at each 19 
chains duly numbered posts and giving alignments of three posts to each 
lot. I then followed up the Paspebiac line, which I found very deteriorated, 
to its intersection with the Robin block, a distance Q.f 2G7.27 chains from 
the ba,;e line, planting also at each 52 chains 63 links duly numbered posts. 
I found the south line of this block opened for a breadth of about 30 feet 
and ,ery well cleared, (all the lines of this block are 80;) I ascertained the 
Cour8e of the south line 0f the Robin block and fonnd it to be south 80 0 

44' east or north 750 east astronomical and forming an angle of.tn 40' with 
the base line. 
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In extending the Paspebiac line, I also prolon~ed to the east to each 
concession the lines behnen nmges 1-2 and 3-4, doing the as I advanced 
along th~ Paspebiac line and in order to thus finish this subdivision. Both 
from the g",·olopical and agricultural points ofyiew, the land here is similar 
to that on the line of Hope. 

I finished this part of the subdiyision on the eyening of the 28th 
December, and on tIll' ~!Ith I continued the extension of the base liue to 
the cenlle line, plantillg' posts and rllnnillg the lines lwtween the lots. 

In running the base line, I met tllt' east line of the conceded lot, 
markeu in brown all the a,·,ompanying plan, at :2 chains and 50 links on 
lot No:-:. As it w:,s visible, I ascertained it::; conrs.:', which I found to be , 
parallel to the lines of the township, that is to say, N. 15° oW. astronomical. 

FlIlm tllt' r 0,. t bdween lots numbers 1(1 and 11, I ran a line parallel to 
the pl'l"Tding, N. ISO "\\-. ;t;;tronomical, to serye as th,' centre line and 
('xtl'nd, d it to tll<" b~1.'" of the :-:Ih range, planting po;;ts at each range of 52. 
63 chailJs, a" I had alrea.ly done 011 the pre .... ding· lines. Ingcing over this 
line, I ml'l the Cullen brook at 35 ,hains 011 the .")th range. This brook, 
with a Yal ying' breadth of 511 to 7;) links anu a depth of 18 to 20 inches, is, 
generally ,.;p'akillg. y"I), powerful. It 110\,,,'i lwtiY"L'1l two small hills of 1::; 
to :22 f,·c! in height and is capable of fUl'Ilishing' power to any nnmber of 
mills. 

Un the :2--1lh, I contillued the l>rolollg'~ltioll of th" base line to No 3, 
inclusiYely, this last harillg a front:1g,~ of :3:2 chains. 

I could nut find the eadt lateral line of Hamilton, <to; it had been com
pletely destroyed by fire, and I was inlijl'Ill.,d that it i.':i no where visible 
from the rang!;) of the Bay to the river Bona,ellture. 

On the base lill<" I met the conceded block at 15 chains on No It, and 
found that it has a frontage of -i3 chains. I measured from the base the side 
lines of this block rnnniu~' north, after ascertaining the conrse~', which 
were parallel to the _r,,",·ding·, the lines bein~' distinct enough. I found the 
east line to be 28 ch;lil1~ !I.j links and that on the \Ye~t side to be 13 chains 
95 links. 

Except an elevation extending from lot 17 to lot 2:2, the surface is 
generally 1.-nl along the \vhole length of the base line. The soil is adapted 
to culture, and the prevailing woous -are birch and maple. 
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1 also met a line between Nos 28 and 29, laid down by Mr McDonald, 
and intended to divide block Y from the lands of Cox to the east; this, at 
least, is the opinion generally expressed by the local people, who guide 
themselves according to this line. 

On the 31st, I established the line di'ddiug- numbers ~5 and :2G and 
which should also divide block Y from Cox, and extended it to t he base of 
the 8th range. 

In prolonging' this line, which \YaS only yisible at ;2:3 ehains and H 
links from the starting point, I met a lim' running ,yes~ to meet that laid 
down by M. McDonald between numbers ~S and 2CJ. and parall"l to the 
base line and recoglli7.ed by e,'ery one as the trne line of block Y. 

I proceeded to the Paspebi~lC line to the post 1w1\y"1'11 the 1st and 2nd 
ranges, where I rall a line to separa!,' these two r;lIl~·es. p~\l'alld tl) the base 
line running S. 7~lo ..to' ,V. astrollomi"al and prolonged it to its inl'~r;"ction 
with block Y, bet\H'CIl numhers :2," and :2!). I also md the "one,',L'llot at 
~50 chains Oil numb"r 8 and also fonnd it there of the same Jimell,ions as 
in the preceding nillg", that is to say, J;j chaills front. 

The land, along this distan,'v. i:s the fia III l' as th,' precedin~-\Yell snited 
to culturt:'. 

On the 23rd February, I rt'tul'l1ed to the PaspC'bi:1" lille to the post 
already phl1ted h~'r\Y,','n the Brd and ·.uh ranges, and from thi" point. I ran a 
diyision line between these two ranges running S 7!'!c' .f0' ,V <1,;trollomical 
and prolonged it to tlw en.',! lilll' of hlock Y to the pn:st alr.·a<ly plmtpd on 
that line. 

Along this lillt', as on the precedjll~. I planted dnly numh·)'I·d posts 
and ran the lines 1)('t ween each lot. 

After this, I went to the post b~·t\Yeen the 5th and lith rang"'''' on the 
centre line and thpllce )'an the diyision line b8t"'I',>n thes2 r.lll!c,"i'.-; running 
N. j!lc'-!o' east astronomical, pal'aIled to the prc,~\'djng, p)'olongill~' it to the 
Robin block, a distance of Li2 chains fro~n the centre line. And <1" it was 
requisite to ascerbin by measurements the dimensions of the Rohill block, 
in order to I"ubtract its contents from ranges 5 and 6, I measnred f:'')m the 
aforesaid junction, that is to say, on acourse south l;j0 ,V. astl'nllomical, to 
the south west angle of the same, an exact dist:w,'e of ;jJ.63 chaiT';, after 
which I measured the residue towards the north a distan:;e of 2~.-!j chains. 
along the north linc of the block, giying the said block a depth of 81.16. 



I then returned to the centre line to the post bet ween ranges 5 and 6 
and extended that line S. 79 0 40' we~t astronomical to block Y. 

On this line, I met the Cullen brook, which I found to be about of the 
same dimensions as previously, and the Hall river of a nrying width of 70 
to 80 links and a heavy water powet. . 

The land along this line is inferior to that in the preceding ranges; it 
is almol>t wholly coYered with cedar and the soil is a black loam. 

On Wednesday, the 14th March, I proceeded to the Paspebiac line 
north of the Robin block, which I disco,ered by dearing off the snow and 
found it to also run N. 15 Q W. astronomicaL I extended this line to the base 
of the 8t h range, a distance of -18 chains and ~I) links. 

I lll·xt ran the division line between ranges 7 and 8 rUllning N. 790 40' 
E. astronomical and prolonged it to No 5 ; after \Y hich, I went to the Hope 
line, to the post between ranges 5 and ti, and prolongc'd that line to the 
base of the 8th range; seeing that there was a small lake in the middle of 
which the range terminated. I planted the post of the 8th range on the 
north bank of the lake and then rdurned to No 5, un the base of the 8th 
range, tu prolong the line to its junction with the east lateral line of Cox, 
which I did by planting posts and running the lines between the lots. 

I then returned to the Paspebiac line to the post bpt\'\'een ranges 7 and 
8 betWPl'11 Nos 1 E. P. and 10 P. and prolong-ed it south 790 40' West astro
nomical to the post bet\Yl'cn numbers 25 and 26. The lallu in this direction 
is excellent, wooded with birch and maple, and, eXI'ert where broken by 
a few hills near the streams, generally level. 

Fr"l!1 the post between &aid ranges 7 and 8, Nos ~5 :~nd ~6, I extended 
the lilll' hetweell 1\os ~;j and ~Ci a distance of .)~.63 chains, where I met a 
line rUll1ling S. 600 40' 'Y. astronomical, late down by the late Mr. McDonald, 
as appeani by the report of Neil Campbell, who accompallied Mr. McDonald 
at the time. I followed this line a distance of 19.50 chains and then came 
across ;,nother litH, running north and also parallel to the township line 
N. 15° W. astronomical and prolonged it to the rin'r 1ll1,'al, a distance of 
21-1.90 chains ................................................................................ .. 

Frvm the N. E. angle of block Y, I ran a line S. 7~!n-lI)' W. astronomical 
to diYlll,· block Z. from the 7th rang'e and prolonged it to the ri,er Bona
Yenture, a distance of 1~~Uj5 chains. 
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Then returning to the post between ranges 7 
prolonged this line S. 79 0 40' W. astronomical to 
planting posts and dividing the lots as previously. 

and 8, Nos 25 and 26 I , 
the river BonaYenture, 

On the 19th June, I ran the diYision line between the 6th and 7th 
ranges S. 790 40' astronomical, and prolonged it to the river Bonayenture. 
And lastly, on the 21st I ran the division line between ranges 7 and 8 
running S. 790 40' W. astronomical and also prolonged it to the river Bona
venture, where I concluded my operations. 

The land everywhere is most fertile. adapted to agriculture and capable 
ofreceidng a population of 175 to 200 families. 

A very good road runs from the Bay to the Hall ri ,reI' and affords 
every facility possible to settlers for the transport of their effects. Good 
roads can be laid out all over the township. 

(C.-A. Belanger, 16th August, 1877.) 

Township of Mann. 

What I have examined of the soil in the portion of the township of 
Mann, which is known as the region of the river du Loup, shows that it is 
of superior quality. Those who "'ere in my company, noticing that there 
were no stunted trees growing there, but good hard wood, were of opinion 
that the land is very suitable for cultivation. I am happy to say that, from 
the second range as far as the river Escuminac, I met the same soil every
where with the exception of the top of a fe\v mountains covered with 
pine and white birch near the large Busteed and Harrison brooks. 

I surveyed the other ranges 4 and 5, 5 and 6, and 6 and i. As I 
expected, I did not meet the Busteed brook on the line between the fourth and 
fifth ranges, as its source is towards the centre of the fourth range amidst a 
grove of spruce trel:'s. Then, instead of going up and down the long hills 
bordering the brook in the preceding ranges, I found the land high but 
level. On the line di,riding the 5th and 6th ranges, I also met Harrison 
brook, but much reduced in volume to what I saw it in preceding ranges, 
for the reason that its tributaries are much lower down and that its source 
is in t he sixth ran ge. 
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In the above ranges, the soil is excellent and very suitable for culti
vation; it is less cut up by the water courses. which are found lower down. 

The timber most abundant towards the west and centre is maple and 
birch and from the centre to the east only maple. It is surprising that on 
these heights, where there is only hard wood, no rocks are to be found; 
for in this district, with the exception of the township of Matapedia, the 
land which furnishes such hard wood is always stony, whilst in this 
portion of this township there are absolutely no rocks. 

I did not meet the Harrison brook on the line 'which I ran between 
the 6th and 5th ranges; the streams crossed by me have a considerable 
volume of water, but form only small hills on that line, and the ground 
which I surveyed is still more level than in the pre"eding ranges. 

(E. H. Legendre, ~nth 1\lay, lSli3.) 

" All the land which I have met in prolongillQ' thi" line is so good and 
so fit for cultiyation that it ,yas taken up by degrees while I was sun'I'yin2,' 
it. I was accompanied by a large number of actiyE' young men who did not 
content themselves merely with markill~' their lots, hut who actually cut 
down the trees and cleared tho land while I was wor;;:ing on the line, 

" This land is perfectly lenl and coyered with n:,ry large birch and 
maple, It extends I know not how far eastward, fi)]' tIl<-' little river, at a 
distance of from fonrteen to fifteen chains to the Wt"t of Illy line, came from 
the north, and it is on the east side that this leyel and ~'o\ld land appeared 
to me then to extend. 

" Having since prolonged the rear line of the e~lst range from riYer 
dn Lonp to the seyenth range, I ,yas enabled to ascertain that the land 
already mentioned extends towards the ea<;t. I 1',,11 in with it on the 
north part of the fifth mile and on the sixth, beyond which, if I may judge 
from appearances, I believe it terminates only at th" \'alley formed by the 
riYer Escuminac. 

" All the land 'which lies between the Bnste,'d brook and rear line of 
the range east ofthe river du Lonp is of the best qua.lity, and, although 
it is very ele\rated, it is neyertheless leyel and of ea~y access. Great part 
of the timber is birch, of an enol' mons size, and sound in quality. 



"The great valley of Busteed brook is wooded with pine which 
appeared to me for the most part souud. This brooks only extends. from 
what I am informed, to the fourth rauge, where it takes its rise. . 

" I proceeded to the post. between the fourth and fifth ranges, on the 
range east of river du Loup, and prolonged this line to its junction with 
the west line ofthc township of Nouvelle. The soil which I met with 
along this line is still finer than that of the ranges already pa,<s"d 01"'1', and. 
to give an idea of it, I will say that it Jllay be ('ompared to that of Mata
pedia. 

" The prevailing timber is the same as that lower down, that is io say, 
birch and maple; and, ,,~ith the exc.·ption of the hill at the point of 
departure, the Jand, as far as Harrison b·onk. is lewl. This hill is the last 
in this range. The east branch of the Tin'l' du Luup and Bm,teed brook 
take their rise in the middle of the fouTlh r~llJ!!,"', in a ~TOye of hJlsam~. :Iud 
beyond this the mountains disappear. 

" Access to any of the ranges of ill\" , townships i" m;l(l .. ,·a"i"r by tlw 
shanty roads along the difiel'l'llt streatu,.., which extend ;lS far:l8 th,· riYer 
Escumillac, and, in one instance, to the lwad of the aboy" lumed brooks; 
nor is there any difference in the roads. t he land heiug the Salll<' cy,'ry
where . 

.. The yalley of Harrison brook in this Tall!!,e is wiUt')' and mOTe 
shallow than in the ranges already g'oll" throu!!:b, and tlw land in this 
,~alley is exceedingly good. TIl(· timb.·] is of enonnons siz.>; ash tree,;, 
fOT example, aTe met with as lnrge as pines: tb.· pn'yailing' kinds are ,,1m, 
asb and birch. This yalley appears to me to lw,'oll1l' L1r!-!"'j' to\yards the 
interior, aud I do not doubt that, in the ;ldja.,.'ni ran ",','S, it will app 'ar ~till 
finer in character not as respects the qn~dity of the soiL for it is impossible 
to find better, but from its greater ext.C'nt of leyel ground. This brooks 
supplies a considerable ,~olume of water, and mills mig'ht be put in opera
tion throughout its length. 

" The further I adyance into the int.'rior the better I find the soil, and 
I am informed by credible parties that t IWl'e is eq uall y good land as far as 
the river Escuminac in the interior; I jL1(lg-e so, not only from the appear
ance of that which I found between the sixth and seyenth rang"'f; ",then 
I prolonged the rear line of 1'iYe1' du Loup rang.~ (ast, but also from the 
opportunity which I had of seeing, from the summit of the mountain 
between the fifth and fourth ranges, into the illterior of the township. 
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From this point I remarked that a range of mountains extended from the 
south east towards the north west, at many miles distance, and that the 
ground sloped gradually from these mountains to the place of observation. 
From this, I am led to believe that these mountains separate the river 
Escuminac on the north, and leave a very large extent of ground fit for 
immediate settlement on this side, towards the south west. 

(E. H. Legendre, 1883.) 

Township of Matapedia. 

Pursuan t to your instructiolllS, I immediately proceeded to subdivide 
the first rang"> of the township of ~Iatapedia. 

From the sUlTeyed lots of Me,.;:;rs. Fraser, I continued on a course north 
thirty degrees wcst m;}~'nl'tlc the opening of a division line, which I pro
longed with the gwatest possible care to a distance of seven hundred and 
eighty two chains, where I met with the post which I had planted 
at the south-west extremity of the second mile of M.ill stream, and at each 
mile I planted good pickets \"hich I duly marked according to my 
instructions, as more fully appears hy my plan. This range will undoubt
edly be opened and settled yery soon, for many s('ttlers were only waiting 
for the slllTey to moYl' to it, and I do not belieye that, in the whole pro
yince of Quebec, it is possible to filld better lands than those not only in 
these ran gelS, but in the whole township of Matapedia. This is evident from 
the :-;izl', height and quality of the timber. 

Eyer)'w her.:', eYt'n on the stepp heights, there are fruit trees of yarious 
descriptions, the cherry, apple, and moulltain ash being yery common. 

Ferns alld wild hay groviT between the tall trees often to oyer SHen 
leet ill height. 

Parties who ha,-e inspected the interior of this township haye 
assured me that they neyer saw an~- better land, with the exception of the 
:-; pots tra ,-ersed by la rg·,· brooks w hie h form decp rayines ; there the soil is 
not so g'oud and the timber lIO 101lg,'1' the same. 

The lot:;;, which along the frO)lt of the Matapedia River are perfectlv 
useless for t'ultiyation on a~"'Ol1llt either of the proximity of the mountain 
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to the banks of that river, or of their rocky nature, are very cultivable along 
the front line and I have no doubt that they will be opened in preference 
to all others. A road opened on this front line would, I am sure, be the 
key to these settlements, and it is to be hoped that your d8partment will 
hay€' a line run between the second and third ranges of Matapedia, for 
thoSE- now desiring to locate there will not dare make any improvements, 
from fear of being disturbed. 

(E. H. Legendre, 28th July, 1 "i85.) 

Pursuant to instructions recei \'ed, ordering me to c0ntinue the subdi
yision of a portion of the residue of Matapedia townshi~, I ha\re the honor 
to report: 

After correcting the yariation of the needle, \vhich I found to be 
21 0 29' west, and, starting from post twenty three on the line of the second 
range, on the Matapedia ri vel', I proceeded to prolong this line to the bas~ 
of the fifth range, a distance ol eighty chains and eighty links. 

I met on the above line new settlements as far as number t\vcnty 
seven inclusiyely. 

These settlements are all under culti\'ation, and the area of imprdve
ments varies between fi ve and ten acres to each lot. 

Besides the fertility of the soil, I admired three pretty Htle lakes iorm
ing the source of the south east branch of the G leaden brook. 

These small1akes are full of trout. 

The growth of wild hay all around them is very tall, and through it 
may be seen the tracks left by the moose and caribou which feed there, it 
seems, during the nie-ht. 

After the above measurement of eighty chains and eighty links for the 
depth of the fourth range, I started a. perpendicular line south 38° 55' 
astronomical, which line, tJ become the diYision line between the fou'.'th 
and fifth ranges of Ristigouche RiYer, I j1JOlonged from number one to 
number thirty, inclusively, a distance of two hundred and sixty six chains. 

From that point, I ran a perpendicular south 51° 5', which I prolonged 
as far as the post plallted hy me at the rear of the third range; I measured 
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eighty chains and eighty seven links, 'which distance I found to be the 
base of the third and fourth ranges; and, as I was just preparing to return 
to the division line ot 1 he third range of Matapedia, I fell in with twenty 
young Acadians, who beg'ged of me to continue a line towards Ohainy Rock 
brook, stating to me that the land there \vas "ery superior, (which I knew 
before), and that it wonld be quite easy to open a road along the north 
west branch of Brandy brook, starting from ncar the terminus of the one 
already opened between the fin;! and second rang"'~ of the river Ristigouche, 
and that it would place them in dos" communication \vith the church and 
centre of business and thus fayor their settlement. 

I acceded to their reqw!st, as I klll'\'\' it would be in the interest of the 
Government to facilitate as much ;lS possible this young Acadian settle
ment, ",hidl has thlt" far dispI:1Y"11 the:2,T<:'att'st energy, industry and perse
yerance, considering the s"allty m";lllS its members had at their disposal 
when they emigrated here allel tlwir hard luck sinel' their aniya!. 

After ca!,.·ulating Illy positioll as rL'~anll'd the outside r.mges, and ,011-

yillct·d as I \\"as through the :](,I'11l"<WY of my pre-.-ions operations that a 
perpendicular line coming down from the north-we:;t ang'll' of the fourth 
range would equal in length :;pventyeight ,'haills and filt\- links 011 the 
limit line of the north-w,·st "orner of lot two·nty of the fourth range 
towards the north we~t. so as to obtain for thi" range a perpwdicular of 
"i:,;-l-lal r chains and eighty links - from this point, I ran a line parallel to 
the one diyidin:2,' the "el'''licl auu third rangl'S of the river Ri,,;ligouche on 
a conr",' south G;~" ;j;j ,,,(>,,,t astrollomic'al, which I follo'YI~d as r II' as Brandy 
brook. 

All the trad so tra,-,'rsecl i~ ,:omposed of mo,~t fertile soil, ,oolllparati,'ely 
leyel, where hard wood predo:llinates, and which ,,,ill be uuder tilLt~,.: 
next summer, as clearings W,°I',' commenced along ( h,' \Y hole distance 
immediat.:-ly after my suryey 

I did not deem it adyisabh· tn proceed further that l'hainy Rock brook, 
as there were also many applications for suneys lwyond th.:- lakes, 

I consequently turned bu( k and coniinued1he prolongation of the line 
of the second rang" of the ?btapedia river to its junction with the 
Gleaden branch. taklllg care to plant as heretofore posts numbered, as 
appears by my plans. 

I plar.ted a post at two chains and ten links to the north of the said 
brook and started u ne\\' perpl~ndicular line to di "ide the fifth and sixth 
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ranges, which line I prolonged from number one to number twenty, inclu
sively. a distance of two hundred and sixty-~ix chains_ 

With the exception of the hills cut down by another branch of the 
Gleaden brook, which, howe"er, ('an be cultivated, it is impossible to meet 
anyw here a more lewl and fertile country; the soil is soft, of fleep yellow 
color, covered with enormous hardwood trees, and with no stones at alL 

I fell in on numb'r olle of this l':tI1!:\'l' with tht~ comment'Cllwnt of a 
settlement and I can ccrtify that it will he follow"d by many otlwr,--, for a 
large immigration from Rustico was to htWc~ here joined the Acadians, but I 
am informed:that, being unable to definitely arrange tlwir private affairs this 
fall, they haye dC('illed to remain on Prince Edward bland until next 
sprIng', 

This linp being terminated. I l\>tra"t,d my steps ;llld con tinned the 
prolongation of the di vision lille of the set'old rang'p, ~Iatapedia ri Vel', eighty 
chains and eighty links further, alter \\"hi"h I ran a n,~w lwrpendicniar, 
south 3:3° 5f)' west, to be the di,-ision ;ine hetween the sixth anel 5e"enth 
ranges, which perpenui('ubr I l'xtplIll,:d like the preccding one from 
number one to num1)!'r twenty, illclu::;i,'cly, a. distall('" of olle hundred and 
sixty six chains I u-ossl,d with it the priw'ipal bi':\llt,h of Gleaden brook on 
number six of this range, and followed it on the north west side almost the 
cntiJe length of this perpendicular. 

This brandl of the brook is of '_'oll'iidl'rable size and has a strong 
yolnme of water; it \Yill lw \-ery u,~eflll to settlers, iu consequence of the 
advantages it offers, either for rUllnin~' milb, or floating down logs and 
timber to its junction with the :'bl<lp~dia river. The banks of this hranch 
are steep; soft wood alone prenils, (-,olltaining some young pine, but which 
will soon be fit for lumbering purposes, 

Haying terminated this di\'ision line, I a~'aill turned back, and con
tinued the prolongation of the line of the second rall~'~ of the Matapedia 
river, eighty chains and eighty links, when I plant.!d another post to mark 
the north east angle of the se,'enth r,mge; from this point, I laid down a 
uew perpendicular to be the di ':ision line of the sennth ral1~'(', and 
which I prolonged like the foregoing' from nnmber one to number t\venty, 
iuclusively, a distance of two hundred and sixty-six chains. This line is 
crossed by several brooks, whid1 all empty into the principal braJlt'h of 
the Gleaden river, and cOllsul/neutly the ground there is not so level as ill 
the preyions ranges; still this tract, although broken by hill3 of greater 
or less size, is composed of land adapted to cultivation. 



The soil on these hills is g,merally of a grayish color and stony, w hieh 
however, will not be an obstacle to settlement, as, both on this side of and 
beyond these valleys, the soil i~ very fertile and conr~d with hard wood. 

As regards the part of thl' ~round, whidl has not been subdivided, I 
must say that the portion comprised between the north-ea~t angle of the 
se,-enth rang~ running north as far as the north side line of the township 
on the one part, and the first range or belt of the first range of the )Iatape· 
dia river on the other, is little, if at all, adapted to ('ultivation, in conse
qnenceofthecontinuous chains of almost inu''CcsRible mountains bordering 
the ?lIatapedia river and Mill stre·am; but, on the other h<tnd, the 
'\'l'st part is ycry favorable for any kind of crops. I believe it is unne
cessary to expatiate upon the fertility of the soil and thl' advantages 
offered by the lands of the township of .Matapedia to settlers; my prf.
vious reports haye said enough, I think, on the subject already; it is sufficient 
for the information of the Go\-ernment to gin· here the result ill detail 
of the crops raised in ISGlj by the Acadian sdtlers alolle; sixty families in 
the fall of 1866 harYested the following' crops: 

1,800 barrels of potato"s at ......... :£; 0 80 ............ 81,140 
1,-100 bushels of bal'h,y at......... 0 ~O...... ...... 1,1:20 

700 " oats at....... ..... 0 50........ ... :j.jO 
1,200 " buckw;--leat at.... 0 80............ 1,000 
1,800 barrels of tUl'llips at ......... 0 80... ......... I,HO 

80 tons of hay at......... ......... 10 O'L.... ...... S~;O 

$li,150 

In addition to the ahoye produce, there are also the garden crops such 
as cabbage:.;, beets and carrots, whi,·h should be yalued proportionally with 
the others. 

Then com I} the cattle, also produce of the farm, so that the harvest 
of 1866 must haye been ·worth at least seven thousand dollars to the 
Acadian settlers; and, to prove the rapid increase of products, I may state 
that, from the month of April to the month of July, 181;7. the A,'auiallS, 
alone, fattelJed and killed seven teen thousand pounds of pork. They also 
own horses, working oxen, cows and sheep. Their improvements increase 
rapidly, a8, generally speaking, they de,ote their attention, exclusi,-ely, to 
the working of their fnrms. 
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The number of families has also largely inereased within the last 
three years, and, as it is almost certain that the Intercolonial railway will 
follow the Robinson route, it is needless to say that the township of ~Ia ta
pedia and neighbouring townships, all so fertik will be settled before 101l!,i. 

(E.-H. LPgl'lI"!'f', :20th :'Lm·h, 1868.) 

According to the statements of the s,~ttlers, the soil of this township is 
excellent for the culture of wheat, oats, buckwheat and hay; potatoes are 
an abundant crop and of superior quality. The soil is composed g'enerally 
of clay and sand, which form a yery rich loam. 

The ravines formed by Brandy brook, Chainy I{')"k hrook :llld GI"a
den brook are so deep and precipitons that it is almo"t impo,~ible to make 
a road from one summit to the other of these gorges; oth"rwi~,'. the land 
is generally leyel and of good quality. Tlwsl' rl'wines will ahY:1Ys hi,' an 
obstacle to the Rettlement of the lands h.,tween Brandy brook and Uhainy 
Rock brook, which are the finest and richest of t his township, 

Still,in my humble opinion, there would be a means ofhcilibtillg' tlll' 
settlement of these lands, hy making a road, starting from the actnal front 
road of range 5, which would go around, to the north and wt'st, the head of 
Brandy brook, and, onee this impediment was onq't'om,', t h,' road mi~'ht be 
easily extended downwards to the line between lUng"s ow' and two, Risti
gouche river, in the part between Brandy brook and t'll\illy R)I·k brook. 
This road would traverse flat and level land, well wooded with maple, 
balsam, black birch, white birch, &c. 

There are actnally a small grist mill and a sa \Y mill on Brandy brook 
in range three, which are only worked at the highest stlg") of the spring 
and fall freshets. To reach the~e mills, the settlers haye to go down a yery 
steep and almost impassable hill. I believe that a better site for a c:Tist mill 
might have been easily found at the falls of Gleaden brook, which would 
also be more accessible and offer a "Teater volume of water. o 

The Gleaden brook crosses nearly all the lots of the sixth range and, 
by its deep and precipitous descents particularly towards the east, unfits 
them to a great extent for cultivation. 
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Settlement is already very advanced in the part between Brandy brook, 
the riYer Ristigouche, and the first range, Matapedia riYer, which is known 
nnder the name of Saint Alexis. For some years past there has been no 
complain t about the frosts, ,,,hich were so discouraging to the settlers, and 
all the grains come to perfect maturity, except peas which do not ripen. 

The inhabitanh of Saint Alexis are actually building a church and 
preshytt·ry. T1wy haye had a 1"":,;i,l,'nt. cure for some years, and also three or 
four elementary s(·hools. ThL' Proyillci!ll Goyernment is actually completing 
a fine bridge, which "'ill pLwe the township of :\latapedia in communication 
with the east side of the Matapedia rh'er and the Intercolonial railway. 

(O.-G. Lepage, 3rd June, 1880.) 

In conformity with instructions which yon were kind enough to 
address me, dated the ~", olld day of July, 1881, authorizing me to survey 
the towll."hip of :3Iatapedia, I haye the honor to make the following report: 

On tlw 15th July. n;,':il, I started with men, b"g'g::1g'eandprovisionsand 
readled, on the :,;ixteenth, the rear line of range two, Matapedia river, where 
I camped. nil the nineteenth I ran a line between the lots 13 and H to 
e.~bhlish my starting' point, and on the ~Oth, I ran the line between 
rallg"':'; one alld hyo, :'I1atapt'dia Ri"t'r, on a north conrse 53° 30' west astro
nomical. From this point. to nnmber thIrty nine the soil is of good 
qnality and the timber mostly maple and birch. 

The ~uut h hank of Robit "ille brook is a cliff wooded with balsam. 
From RolJitaill," brook to lot fifty three, the soil is good and the timber 
mixed. The brook which runs on lot fifty Ii n' at Ii ve chains and ninety 
links and from post fifty four to fifty five, is made up of ca:;cades as for as 
illill stream, and would be suitable for mill sites. 

Un the fifteenth of AU::!'Llst, I prolong'ed the rear line ofrange two, :Jlata
peclia river, on a north west course 53° 30' astronomical, and planted a 
post at eighty chains and eighty links. This part of the line is cut through 
in c;L!\-('ral places by a brook bordered by steep rocks; nevertheless, the soil 
is good on the heights. 

I extended this line as far as its intersection with the Milnikek line. 
The soil of this tract is good and the tim ber mixed. 
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On the twenty-first, I ran the line in rear of range seven, on a course 
south 390 10' west astronomical. Along this line the soil is good and the 
wood mixed. The spruce, which was abundant at the western extremity 
of this line, has been cut off. I also laid out the south-west line of number 
twenty from the post six and seven R to its intersection with the rear 
line of range seven, and continued its verification and chaining to posts 
four and five, where it terminates. 

This line, south of post fiye and six, passes through a small cedar 
grove containing ~on1P fine trees. 

On the fifth of September, I verified the front line of the Portage range 
which I found ran 110rth 53° 50' west astronomical. The soil is good and 
coyered with hard wood. 

On the ninth, I went to the first range, Ristigouche ri,'er, and found that 
this line had been abandoned at Toad hrook. After having extended on a 
south west COUl";,;e, ;")5 0 40' astronomical this line to its i11terseetion 
with Patapedia, I (·hained from this point going east, as prC'scribl'd by 
my instructions. The lots twenty-seven and thirty·seyen, as shown on the 
old plan, were not to be found or they are lots only of thirteen chains. 
From post thirty-seyen :ind thirty-eight, I made a chaining for each of the 
ranges one and two. The soil is of good quality 011 the heights, and the 
timber gelll'rally maple and birch. On the banks of the brooks, soft wood 
is in greater abundance. 

I found that the line of ranges t \'1'0 and three had not been run 
beyonJ n umber forty s ~\'en and was on :\ north east course G3 v ;20' astrono
mical. From the post of the second and third ranges, I verified the 
outline of Patapedia, which I found on a north west conrse 21· 2;j' 
astronomical, and extended it as far as the post of the 4th and 5th ranges. 
I a1Eo extended the line of the 2nd a11(l 3rd ranges, as fu as its intersection 
with the south west line of number twenty, after which I prolonged to 
the south west line of number twenty the line between ranges three and 
four, which I found on a north east course 60 0 30' astronomical. This line 
had been abandoned at number forty eight. Along the whole of this 
distance, the soil is generally good and coyered with hard wood and maple 
groyes. 

From the post of the third and fourth ranges I extended towards the 
south the south west line of number twenty to the first range. 

5 
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From the post of the 4th and 5th ranges, on th~ Patapedia line, I 
established the line between ranges -I: and 5 on a north east course 64°4:05' 
astronomical. From the same post I extended the lateral line of Patapedia 
up to post six and seven. 

I established the line between ran goes 5 and tl on a north course 68" 5.') 
east astronomical. The soil on the three last lin''." i" generally good and 
the timber mixed. 

On the seventepnth of November, I ran the lint~ between ranges six and 
seven, parallel to the prpceding, and extended it to the south west line of 
number twenty. 

From post 6 and 7, I extended the Patapedia side line to the post 
7 and 8, where I established the line between ranges 7 and 8 parallel 
to the preceding and extended it to the rear line of the seventh range. 

On the ~4th of December, I extended the Patapedia line as far as post 
eight and nine. From this post, I established the line between the ranges 
8 and 9 to it" intersection with the rear line of range two, Matapedia river. 
The E>oil is good and the tim bel' generally mixed. 

On the fifth of January, I extended the Patapedia side line to post 
nine and ten. From this post I established the line between ranges nine 
and ten, parallel to the preceding, to the rear line of range two, Mata
pedia river. 

On the twenty ninth, I extended the Patapedia "ill .. , line to its inter
~ection with the l\lilnikek line. The soil, in the tenth range of this line, 
is low, marshy, and covered only "yith black spruce. The soil in the 
eleventh range is also iuferior and mostly all covered ",ith balsam. 

From post ten and eleven, I ran the line between the ranges 
ten and eleYell parallel to the preceding and extended it to its intersec
tion with the rear line of range two, Matapedia river. 

On the eighteenth of February, I again ran the outline of Milnikek 
and extended it as far as the Matapedia river. The soil on this line is inferior 
and llneYell and is unfit for cultivation in the yicinity of ~Iill stream. 

I carried out the snryey:with all rossible dilig't·nce. I chose the moet 
durable timber to make my posts and, as much as possible, madp. them of 
cedar. The soil generally is good. The part towards the north of line seven 
and eight and to the west of the east branch of Chainy Rock brook is Yery 
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rough and consequently offers less advantage to settlers than the section 
to the east of the same brook, which is more level; nenrtheless, there might 
he placed with advantage four hundred families in this to\vnship. 

(C. A. Billllllger. 18::->2.) 

Township of Milnikek. 

Relllarks. 

The south-west half of this township is but an alternatin:?,' series of 
mountains and deep abysses which serve as the beds of streams and rivers, 
without banks, and rushing torren ts. No lake has been discovered in it, and 
the water courses 'shieh cut it up are, by the medium of ea.9h other, tribu
taries of the great river Metapedia. The wood which grows on the crest and 
flanks of these mountains consists of balsam, white spruce, pine, white 
birch and birch. On the abrupt slopes, whose surface is fnIl of upheavals, 
the pine and spruce have been worked o,-er several times long sinep-o On the 
crest of most of these mountains, there still remains much of this timber, 
but it is only of second quality. The soil is very mediocre, though gener
ally free from rocks; there are, however, some small table lands here and 
there that might be settled, but their a,xes::; is, so to say, nearly imprac
ticable. 

The north-we,;t half of Milnikek is also mountainous; but the 
mountains are not so steep; the streams have a leveller bed; rapids and 
falls are scarcer; and the flanks of the mountains have a much gentler 
slope. Their crests and table lands are accessible enough and their valleys 
are larger. The soil, too, is better, being of a less sandy, gravelly, and, 
consequently, dry nature. In this last half, there is no pine. 

At the distance of about eight and a half miles, the rear line of Milni
kek falls into a vast brule about 12 miles long and as many broad. 

The remarks relative to the north-west half of Milnikek should only 
be understood as what is said of the depth of this township. 

(Hector LeBer, 6th April, 1869). 
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Township of New Richmond. 

The country bordering on the Little Cascapedia is an alluvial deposit 
forming extremely fertile points along the ri,-er. Under the old subdivision, 
a few lots only, situated in the same course as the river, benefited by these 
poinb. while others in rear on the slope of the monntc.ins were almost 
worthless. with tht'ir f:'ont to the south, cut up as they were by deep 
rayines from which issue the streams indicated 011 the plan. 

Tlw yalley of the Littl.> l'ascapedia, strf'tching along the front of a 
pretty Je~-pI tract. is bounded in rear, at a distance of thre~-quarters of a 
mile from the rin'I', hy steep mountains extending 0\'1'1' several lots which 
are lhu,; unfitted for culture. DeepQ'or~'ps run into these hills in several 
places, eO'p.'cially 011 the eastern side of the river. 

Then' i" a certain quantity of salmon ill the rin·r. but trout is abund
ant, and last y,'al' sl'\-,'ral sportsmen from abroad indulged in fishing at this 
place'. 

Oll th,' ",,'stl'rn sid,', the best timber has been destroyed by fire, but 
th,·re is still a Jar!,!,',· quantity of cedar along' the brooks. On certain lots 
there is nothing but small white birch, while 011 oth,'rs it is hard to find 
anythili~' but aspen of six or seven inches in diameter. 

On the I:'<lstpl'll side, howcyer, ill the seventh and eighth ranges, there 
is still sOln'~ fine merchantable timber, but the pine completely disap
peared. '('ill" Yt'ars back, when it was in great demand for the West Indian 
trade. 

I wiil add a f,,\\' o],selTatiolls on each of the ranges and the advantages 
they ofter to sdtlement. 

Jillllp,r JT, lot IS-Adjoining range IV, this Jot is diyided into two by 
the Brule brook, which is bordered hy a high bank. The portion between 
the Cascapedia and the brook is excellent for hay. 

Lilts 1-1-, Fl llillfiG-The ]('\',,] land extends for nearly half a mile back 
from the ri \'l'r. The r,!Cll' of the lots is formed of low hills, on which the 
soil i" Q·ood. 

Lot No 17. which skirts the line of range 6, is much less yaluable than 
the others. Neyer! ]1I'I,>::;s, application has already been made for it. 

RI/Il~e 1'1, ICt'st sidl'-L,~t No IG has the drawh:lck of being cut into in' 
front by the point of a chain of hills. The remainder of the range, flat in 
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front, rises gradually towards the rear or to the chain of hills just mentioned, 
and on the other side of which the land becomes better. As a whole, 
however, this range, even with its inequalities, is excellent. 

East side, lot 20.-The bank of the river is steep, but, on the top of the 
hill, the land is le,el for a distance of half a mile after which the surface 
becomes broken and continues so to the rear line. This lot is occupied; and 
some improvements have already been made near the line between ranges 
five and six. 

On lot No. 21. there are a building and an extensive clearin~' at the 
mouth of the valley which extends to the rear line whi.·h it .'1'1):';:';<';'; on the 
preceding lot. The Temainder of the range, level in front for a quarter of a 
mile, contains excl,l1ent arable land for another quarter of a mile, after 
which the hillocks commence and continue for still anoth,'r quarter of a 
mile, when they .:,;·iye place to steep hills, v,hose bare 1lanks exdnde all 
idea of cultivation. The rear line of the lots in this ran~·'.; is the most moun
tainous country in the neighborhood and is cut by four or fiye rayines, one of 
which, lying most to the north, cannot be a:';"C'llll,'(l, as its fiank indi:lt's only 
20 degrees from the veTtil·al. On the south side, we were sto~)p,'(l by :I [Jerpen
dicular precipice, 100 feet hig'h, formed by ct braJ\l·h of Brown brook From 
the north side of this \'alley the line tra\'l~rses for')ol11e "hains le\·el ground 
to end at the bottom of another yalley as the commencem"llt of th.~ line of 
the seventh ran~·('. 

Range VII, U)I::';/ "ir/e.-An a,·era!!.·p ora quarter of a mile of flat !.!,Tuund in 
front and then a 8111'Cessioll of hills and small yalleys in whidl cedar 
abounds. A little !tos') adapted to settlement than the l)l'(!""ding" ,'x:ept lot 
20, which embrac,'s a ntlley, about 10 chains wide, that penetr:ltes into the 
interior beyond the rear line. 

The east side, as in the sixth range, contains ha.lf a mild of ~'O d land 
along the ba.nk of the ri\"er, bllt, as in the other raug·d. th.~ gronnd becomes 
mountainous to,Ya1',ls the interior. From th~) top of the second m,JUntain, 
the view, starting from the sixth range, extends oyer th" snrronndi 11 ';i region 
until it rests on th'j Shick-Shocks, whose white peaks can be p'r"'ind 40 
miles away inland. The ri \'er, from this height, seems like a br()u:-: Howing 
at a short distance from the foot. 

The descent of tile mountain towards a branch of l\Iill stre:tll1 is steep 
and difficult. A post, which slipped down from the snmmit, fpll most of 
the distance throuO'h the trees without meetinO' any obsta ·le to arrest its 

'" => 
progress. 
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More to the north ward, the rear line again traverses deep valleys; but, 
in the eighth range, the mountains are replaced by a more level country 
and one more easily worked. Nevertheless, the rear of lot 22 in range 8 
can only be reached by going around a steep hillock on the line between the 
sewnth and eighth ranges. A bush road follows :Mill stream at this place. 

On the east side, the spruce, cedar and birch still furnish excellent 
timber to the trade; but the yalley of the riYer is getting poorer every year 
and, to find wood of any value now, the heights in rear 'must be ascended. 
It will, howenr, be al ways a difficult and expensh'e work to get it down 
from the heights to the banks of the riYl'r. 

R(lnge nll, east side.-Lot No.18, little le\"elland, but the hills have a fairly 
gentle slope; soil in general inferior. In this range, the alluvial deposit 
begins at the edge of this lot, penetrates into the interior for a quarter of a 
mile on lot No. ::0, and ends at the rin"!r beyond the township line. The 
brule finii'IH:-' a little aboye this range. which produces birch, large cedar and 
mcrchmlial.le spruce. 

On the west side, to the southward, the land is not very rich in any 
respect; :,;1 ill, the cedar found on it gi\'es it some Talue. As for the soil, like 
eYerywhere else, with a few exceptions, throughout the township, it is 
composld of yellow mould, resting on a clay bottom. ~lore to the north· 
ward, the last lot. on the east side, contains between the two arms of the 
riYer a pi,"'p of table land, whose soil is of superior quality, but a little wet. 

The east side of this range is certainly the bc>:,;t land I sUlTeyed. Still, 
in gelll'ral. none of the lots sun-eyed would m:.ke what is t 'rmed a fine farm. 
The \'a:u\:' of these lots consists in the river points, which produce hay in 
as great abundance as in the parts already under cultivation. This, with the 
cedar Oil t he land and the salmon in j he ri \-er, will be the attraction. 
MoreoYer. as the land fit for settlement in the ell\'iron~ of New Richmond 
is nearly all tak",n up, this part of the township will :-;o(,n be claimed by 
~ettlerl' from whom applications have already been H'l·t·ived for the pur
chase of a ,'ertain number of lots. 

The depth of water in the Little C'ascapedia is from :~ to .J: feet and the 
width or the stream from :2 to 4 ('hains. Some small r:li.ids, from time to 
time, bn:.I\: its course; but there is no obstacle to the gl'i ting out of timber, 
which. lJY ,yay. will be shortly undertaken on a Lm;"..) scale, as soon as 
Girouard & Beaudet's limits art' worked, a not "cry remoi e contingency, if 
rumor j, to be credited. 

(Gen.-P. Ray. 30th May, 1888). 



Township of Patapedia. 

This township is unusually extensive (80,000 acres) and has a frontaO'e 
on two rivers-more than fifteen miles on the Ristigouche, and 16.72 ~n 
the Patapedia ...... The lands, of which 35,580 acres have been subdivided 
into thref' hundred and nine farm lots, are, in the proportion of about 
three fourths, well adapted for cultiyation and, the remaindpr includes a. 
large extent of very fine lands, easy of access, to the east and west of the 
centre line. 

John Sharps and Benjamin Merrill are actually the only two settlers in 
this township; hut, along the frontage of the riven, there is space for forty 
more, and, in the other ranges, there are elevated places, but which ar~ 
easy of access by different routes, by following the water courses, ravines or 
table lands. 

(W. Macdona/d, 25th April, 1862). 

Township of Port Daniel. 

The land in general is of good quality and fit for agricultural purposes 
nearly the whole of the part extending west of the western branch of the 
Port Daniel ri. ver is certainly the best for settlement, the ground heing level 
and the soil almost wholly composed of a stron~' gray, brown and occasion
ally reddish mould. The prevailing timber is made up of maple, birch, 
white bil\~h, balsam and spruce; there are some fine cedars on lots 6, 9 and 
10 of the 6th range and lots 6, 12 and 1.5 of the 7th rang·e. 

There is a first class road opened between lots 2 and 3 to the middle 0f 
the 7th range, and there is not a hill along its whole length. Nearly all 
these lots are taken up, but unfortunately they show but little improvements 
made by the settlers. 'the lots on which conditions have been fulfilled are 
indicated on the plan. 

The little riYer Port Daniel, which I followed from the front of the 8th 
range nearly to the rear line of the west range of the Harbor, pursues a 
uniform conrse. Itl' banks in certain places are very steep and rocky; there 
are no falls in that part of the riYer, but on part of lots 10 and 11 it is 
hemmed in within a ~pac\.' of a few feet only and is broken by some very 
heavy rapids. 



Between the two branches east and west of the Port Daniel ri ver, the 
preniling woods are balsam, birch, white birch, black spruce, a few maples, 
and the common alder in certain spots. 

The land is of good quality, and the soil everywhere met with is a gray 
and yellow mould, in which clay precominates ; there are splendid natural 
meadows extending near the mouth of these two rivers and the two winter 
roads opened by the Messrs. King, on lot 22, and farther east could, with a 
little repair, become of great use to the settlers, but unfortunately, here as else
where in the Gaspe region, fishing takes precedence of e\'erything else, the 
cultivation of the lands comes second and settlement makes little progress. 
The 7th and 10th ranges are mountainous and little fitted for agricultural 
purposes; nevertheless, lot 19, which is magnificent, with a fine exposure to 
the south west, should be excepted. 

To the east of the eastern branch of the Port Daniel river, the country 
is len'I, except a 1;'\V points aloug the rinr of L'Anse a la Barbe and on 
numher" :27, 2:-:, :2:1 and 30 on the front line of the 6th ran!.!,'\~, The land in 
general is not of as good quality as in the western l'~\l't of the township; 
here the soil is a kind of gray and yellow loam composed mostly of sand 
'vith a rocky sub·~oil, as on lots 47·46 as for as lot :3;) of the 7th range and 
on 39 and 40 a" for as number 45 of the 6th range. 

Ebewhere as on lots .!I;, 47, 48 and 4) it is swalllP land wlwre a few 
black spruces dispute the ground with stunted babllllS; an \'x"eptioll, 
ho,,\'e'\'e]', mnst be made for the lots 30 and 31 as far as number 39 of the 
6th raJ1S'L' \vhere maple, birch, l'\-,chr, spruce, bab.1 ,,1 alld a kind of red, 
unduous soil a1'\: met ,,-ith, The same may be said of 1 he lots 30. 31 a~ far 
as 35 of the 7th range \\'here there is about the sallie kind of wood as on 
the same lots of the rang'c' above; I saw a number 01' magnificent spruces 
on lot 3:3 and 011 lot number forty of the 7th rang'e th", trace3 of a hurricane, 
that swept from north to south, in the shape of se\'el'al big birch tn'es up
rooted and strewing the ground with their debri~. 

The third and fourth ranges, trawr&ed by the riY"l of L' Anse a la Barbe, 
present about the same character as those situated i'Jrthel' north-swampy 
land in the eastern part from number 16 nearly to the county line; black 
spruce is to he seen in abundance mixed with balsams and a few cedars; 
farther west there is a kind of brown loam in certain plano::;, gray and yellow 
on certain lots, sometimes rocky, and in general ofmt'clio''l"e quality; balsam, 
birch, ,,,hite birch, cedar and small sprue\> abound, lmt there are only a few 
maples. The Eame remarks apply to the first and second rangl's, where 
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the soil is in general a kind of brown and generally rocky loam, but there 
are no swamps as in the other places. The land is level, and the forest 
growth the same as in the 31' d and 4th ranges; there are only a few cedars 
and maples; very little pine was met with in the surveyed part, but 
there is a considerable quantity in the northern part of the township, 
judging from the number of logs found in the Barachois. Not th.> slighest 
indication of any mineral was noted in the w hole township, 1101' did I hear 
of any ever having been discovered, if the limestone quarries near the 
wharf (where they abound) are excepted; t !ws.~ have been worked within 
a few years only, and the lime is conveyed by schooners to Prince Edward 
Island, where there is no limestone. 

(C.-A. Bourget). 

Townehip of Ristigouche. 

Iu conformity with instructions, ordl'rillg' me to snbdividp iuto farm 
lots a range behind the first rang-e, on t lll~ Ristig:nuche river, and also a 
range behind the range, 011 the ~Iatap.·di:t river, in the township of Risti
gouche, I have the honor to make the following' report: 

I learned that, owing to the length of time since the original sur\"·y. 
the rear line of the Ristigouche and :'v1:ttapedia rang'es had disappeared, 
although I was shown a maple tree still "tanding }whw,'n the third ::Illd 
fourth ranges of Ristigoudw and marki ng' t~lP angle \\'hich th,'sl' rall~">S 
form with the front line. 

The search I made on Sunday and :\IollJay to di""O\"'r the line ",hi.-11 
divides the third and fourth ranges oi Ristigouche W~lS unsuccessful. 
time and fire having completely obliterated this lint' ; conseqnently, I 
could not, as required, ascertain its comse. On the second, I established 
the said line, starting from the maple tree abo,'e mentioned, on a north 
west course 380 50' magnetical, or north-west 69° 40' astronomical, which 
I extended, first, for a distance of Oil<' hundred anJ fi,-e chains, where 
I planted a post to indicate the fron t lillt~ of th,~ fourth range and to com· 
mence the subdivision of the lots on th,' second range, and then to its pro
bable junction with the front line of the Matapedia range, thus laying out 
lots of thirteen chains and planting pi,;kets July numbered from east to 
west between each lol. 
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The land along this line to the western summit of the hill of Flat Lands 
brook is ,'cry broken, but the soil, being composed of sandy clay, is suited 
to cultivation, and the timber predominating is hard wood. This part, com. 
prised between the western summit of Flat Lands hill and number sixteen, 
inclusively, is nearly all settled; the soil is suitable for cultivation and 
yields abundant crops. The disappearance of the front line ha.s been the cause 
why several ch·arings have been made on the first range of Ristigouche. 

This part of the front line having been thus established, I ran a line at 
right angles with the Ristigouche line to separate the second range of 
)latapedia from the second range of Ristigouche, starting from the post 
between number sixteen and seventeen, running north west ~OO 20' astron
omic'al. which I extended eighty chains and eighty links, where I planted 
a post; from this post, I ran a lilH~ running north east 60° 40' astronomi· 
,'aI, to be the line of the sccond Ristigouche range. which I extended 
a distance of t \Yo hundred and thirteen chains to number one corres
ponding' with the first range, the line between the fourth and fifth range 
having completely disappearcd, and 110 improvements having been madtl 
on thi:-; raug'e, 

The quality of the timber of all kinds and the soil I met along the 
whole course of this line are beyon,l all expression very fine, and I am told 
that t h"y are similar as far as the north outline of the township and even 
bevond it. I have ne,'er seen anything that could rival this part of the 
second rauge; the black bil't'h are of enormous size, abundant and very 
sound; there are magnificent sugaries and spn1(~e trees were met with 
measuring sixte"ll inches ill diaml'tcr and sixty feet high; lastly, the soil. 
composed of yellow mould, is the richest I have seen. Among the trees just 
mentioned, !.!TO',\' also ,'normous ,'"dars which are a sure indication of the 
good quality of the soil 

Having verified my position as being conformable to the original 
sur,rey, I continued to run the ~1atapedia line from the post between num
ber seven teen of the Ristigouche range and number one of the second range 
of Matapedia to number twenty inclusively, following the same north 
\wst course ~8" :20' astronomicaL and planting duly numbered posts in 
conformity with the clearings of the spttlers, The most of the lots along 
the last distallce are being cleared and almost all of them are settled; some 
of the clearings are extensive and improving quickly; but, just like the lots 
in the second range of RistigouchL', many encroach on the first range, on 
account of the complete disappearance of the original line. 
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The logging roads, which were cut o\'er these lots [md which commuui
cate with the interior, are used for t.he time-being as publi,~ roads by the 
settlers, because the incOlwenience, in crossing the hills of Guilmor brook 
towards or near the front. line, would be insurmountable. ' 

Except on these hills, which are long and steep, the land is g,merally 
of good quality; the timber predominating is the maple and bLl.ck birch 
on the heights, with cedar and spruce on the slopes and low lands, an 
indispensable adyantage to settlers wh) always need all kinds of timbi~r to 
favor their improvements. 

(E. H. Legendre, 2Gth May, 18713.) 

The land in range :2, of the Metapedia ri \-er and the Ristigouche river, 
is of good quality. Ranges 4, 5 and 6, are g.'nerallysuitable for settlement. 
Ranges 7 and 8 are of good quality to the east of the cen tre line; but, to 
the west of that line, the lank is brokell and of mediocre quality. The lands 
in ranges 9 and 10 are little sui ted to settlem.-nt, being very broken. There 
is a considerable quantity of white birch, which might be advantageously 
utilized for the manufacture of pulp. 

(c. A. Belanger, 1'383.) 

Township of .A.ssemetquagan 

(Ril'e,. Range) 

I met with some fine agricultural land along this line, and I remarked 
that the more 1 approached the rin'!" tll<' more fertile it grew. This is 
indicated by the timber; for example, th(~ bush on the six first miles is 
mixed wood; then come pines, between which grow an infinity of young 
balsams, and further on, in the two first rang"s of the river :'Idapedla, birch 
is the prevailing species. Here the soil is th3 richest and the best adapted 
to the growth of cereals ..... _ ... There is little or no le,-el land along the 
bank of the ri,-er Metapedia; it falls directly to the ri,'er; but, on the other 
lots, settlements might be ad\-antageously made when the want of a larg<.) 
extent of levelland is experi\'nced. On th,) latter a substitute for it ('an be 
found on the hills which ,HI- ,w~t's~ible alld far from steep and where the 
land, apart from the good quality of the soil, has the advantage of hayill~' a 
multitude of 10o-o-iuO" roads that caunot fail to be very useful to settlers. 

::'0 0 

(E_-H. Legendre, 2:2nd April, 18G:2). 
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COUNTY OF CHAMPLAIN. 

Township of Boucher. 

Starting from a point three miles on this side of the river Batiscan, 
pursuant to instf'.lctions, I ascended a small stream that takes its rise near 
Lac a la Truite. From this lah'. following the valley ofriver a la Truite, I 
tra..;ed the north west outline of the township of Mekinac, and thence pro
ceeded to the post forming the northern angle of that township. From this 
point, after making the requisite observations, I found the astronomic course 
of the north we::;t outline of the to\Yllship of Mekinac and ran the north 
eastern line of the township of Boucher. After finishil1!,): this line and mark
ing it with posts and boundari\'", aCl'ordin~' to instructions, I made a search 
for the north ea"t line of the :-"'igniory of B:I~ti";lIl, which 1 found on the 
right bank of the St. Maurice, but which ;,;<·,'med obliterated ana destroyed 
by fire on the len bank. I chained, along: the prolongation of the part of this 
line ,yhich I 1'I'(·og·nized and retra""d, to th,' depth of the first range of the 
township of Boucher, and I then ran the subdi \"isioll line between the first 
and second rang":", in real' of the ::;ixteen first lot::;; also laying out a proof 
line between ?\ 0::;. IG and 17 ill the first range. 

I llt'xt scaled the left bank of the ~t. .Jlauri."" inirollt of the first range 
and subdi\'ideci it into lots, al"()rdin~ to instrndions. 

I also made an examilU:ttion of th" lanlls o':l'upiea by squatters and 
designated on the annexed plan by red linu", Iw;,;i,l,>;,; indicating' the blocks 
by lettur", Hereunto annexed j;,; also a detailed statement of th.!;"e blocks 
and of the lots and parts of lot;,; l'ompo;,;ing them. 

By this statement, it appears that, actually, eighteen lots of the first 
range haye ol'cupants and are already more or 1,'s8 improved. Vegetables, 
hay and oats come to perfection and I belie\'e that the generality of the 
land in this township is well :-,uitl:d to the raising of these products. 

It is tlUL' there is but littl .. of low fiat ground or of natural prairie land 
as in certain places on the bank of the S1. Manrice, but the soil is eyery 
where loamy, and of good quality. The most elevated lands are from seyen 
to eight hundred feet above the St. Maurice. They rise gradually to this 
height on an extent varying from one mile and a half to fiye miles and 
upwards. 
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In a country presenting such steep slopes as this does, it is not surpris
ing that flanks of naked rock are occasionally seen, but it is worthy of 
remark that at the foot and on the summit of the&e very rocks there is 
found a variety of fine timber which only grows on good lands. If the soil 
is in many places stony, this is still no invincible obstacle to the clearing 
of the land, for, with the exception of one or two steep or rocky places, we 
everywhere planted our posts solidly in the earth. 

(J Baml(rd, 19th July. ISH.) 

I ha,-e the honor to complete the foregoing report to the continuation 
of the first range of the township ofBolwh,·r. As this surny was conclucleJ. 
in summer, I had a better opportnnity to j Llllge the nature of the soil and 
am better warranted in pronon}ll·ill~ it <'xcl,llent for agriculbre. The first 
range of this township, which is mostly made up of high lands, is rich in a 
great variety of timber and has also a Ltrg-e proportion of arable land COll
sisting in marsh coyered with ash and tam:lrac; the higher grounJ.s are 
generally wooded with hard vI'ood mix<·<l with a rich undergrowth of hazel, 
&c. The little river Batiscan and the rinr des Prairie~, by which are 
discharged the waters of lakes Dickay and Dawson, offer magnificent water 
powers. The mean difference of le,-el seemed to me to ayprag" 25 feet in 

the 1000 feet. 
(J. /)lIrnll(rl, 19th August, 187-1.) 

Township of Carignan. 

I have the hOl1or to enclose for your perusal my report of the sunreyed 
part of the township ofCarig-nan, for the pnrp:)se ofsubdi\-iding into farm 
lots the first, second and third ranges and range A, fronting on the south 
east bank of the river St. J\Ianrice. 

The land laid out and subdivided so Llr into ranges and lots, viz, the 
first rano-e rano-e A and the third ran ere, is well adapted for settlement, 

~, v :::> 

both as regards the quality of the soil as ,veIl as the proxilllity of these 
ranges to the ri,-cr St. Maurice, on which they front. 
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There are here some fine all m-ial \"allt'ys, co,-ered with a rich brown 
or yellow soil wooded with elm, ash, hemlock, white birch, spruce and 
pine. Some of these lots are taken by settlers who are living 011 them. 
The timbet is generally fine and tall, consisting of the woods abore men
tioned with the addition of b:l:-;'; wood and white spruCc" the latter bein!r o 
the most abundant. There is Yery little maple. The pine timber, though 
pretty abundant, has been in some measure diminished by the use that 
has been made of it on rather a large scale fur st'veral ye:Il'S. 

The climate is mild and favorable to culti,Tation, which is proved by 
the large quantities of hay, grain and yegetables, which I have myself seen 
harvested on the set tlers' fi,~Jds. I can imagine no better method of develop
ing the resources of this toV\nship and of the St. Maurice in general, than 
by introducing steam nayigatioll from the "Piles" as far as La Tuque, as 
soon as the railroad to the .. Pi It's " is complett'd. 

There are so\-eral settler:-; in this township along the banks of the St. 
Mauri,'c'. 

(J,·C. Delllchet'rutihe, 31st March, 1875) 

Township of Langelier and River Croche. 

The to\,nship of Langelier is bounded in frout on the south we"t 
partly by the ri,er St, Maurice and partly by the north l'ast~rly limit line 
of the township of ::OIaIhiot; on the south east. by the expIol',\tory line run 
by F. Blaiklock, P. L. S. ; on the north east, by a line running north 45 west 
dividing thu counties ot' Champlain and QL1,~b~I:; and 0:1 the north w~:;t, 
by a line ruuuingnorth east and south west (astronomically) from th~ afore
said county line as far as the ri,rer St. L:lwrence. The whole of the land 
which I surrey-eel and subdi,-ided into farm lots in this towllship, especially 
that lying em both sides of the rin'l' ('roehe, is fit for euIti,-ution and settle
ment. The soil is not composed of alluyion and day as has been re;>orted, 
being rather a gray or yellow mould mixed \"ith s:md in certain places and 
coyered with some fertilizing' substance, which must be very productin if 
we may jndg l ' from the luxuriant growth of timber of every kind with 
which it is co,ered, 

Elm, ash, alder, &c , abound a10ng the banks of the riyer 01'och8: the 
back of the lots is certianly hilly; some of the lot5 are shortened by the lay 
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of the hills which tend towards the ri\Ter, Inlt the remainder is land of the 
very best quality. Taking one lot with another there mar be hom a quarter 
to half a mile of low lands on each bank, inGreasing in depth with the 
windings of the river. Merchantable timber is not found in great ahundallc,' 
within the township. Pine timber at present is rather fowar,'e: howeyer 
Mr. Hall cuts timber here every year, and has taken out a ('omiderabl~ 
number of logs this season. On the high lands the gTl'atl':,;t amount of 
timber appears to consist of'w hite birch, spruce and pine. In tht' openings 
between the hills tamarac is found in some quantity. Hemlock does not 
appear to grow here, as I did not see any. Cedar and maple are rather SGarce. 

The river Croche is certainly a splendid stream, flowing oyer a bed of 
sand, uninterrupted by rock or fall, though in some places it flows very 
rapidly; it has no great depth and is navigable only for \"ery small boats. 
it is very appropriately called the" Croch,!" or (crooked ri\rer,) which name 
was given to it from the earliest time of its discovery. Uw' mig'ht illlag'ill" 
that it felt reluctant to leave behind the soft bed oYer \Y hich it flows, going 
and coming in such different direction:,; that at times it a!1i,,·ar,.; indin!',l to 
return to its source, lingering among the forests which adorn its sides, alld 
displaying through the valley which it fertilizes theg l'a('dul belllls of its 
peaceful and capricious course. 

Following its meanderings from point to point, tributary stn'am:,; How
ing from the heights on either side of the Yalley are frequently ml't of 
sufficient magnitude to serve as mill sites, which, cOllsidcl'ing" the w:tt,·}, 
power, might be madp. ayailable without mw'h expen:,;,,, and be of gTl'Z,t 
serviGe to the settlers who might be disposed to :,;dtle in the towll:,;hip. 
These tributary strelms take thpir sour,·(~ from the numerous lab·s in the 
vicinity. 

The climate which is yery favorable to farming (from lny own personal 
inspection,) is most prodndiye in hay, oats and n-'getahlef;) which I haye 
seen in great abundance in the barns and outhouses of the sdtlers residillg' 
on the banks of the river Croche. Oue of the settlers, Mr. Larue, assured 
me that, from the sowing of forty bushels of oats, he had reaped six 
hundred. 

Remarks. 

It is proper to state that the township of Langelier is well adapted for 
settlement, which is proyed by reference to the settlers themselves whose 
names I have mentioned, as also their labour and improvements. If we 



80 

reflect on all the hardtihips which meet the poor settler who arrives alone 
in the forest, distant from all companionship for a distance of at least 23 
leagues in summer as in the case in Langelier, where he is obliged to pre
pare with his own hands the timber for the erection of his house, we must 
conclude that he finds here some advantages which are not found elsewhere. 

The total snperficit's of the land surveyed in the township of Langelier 
is ~5,-!,q acres, induding the ri,-er Oroche, and the superficies of the r,mges 
is as follows: 

East range ...................................... . 
\\r est ............................ . 

9,946 acres 
14,310 " 

(T.-C. Delachevrotiere, 28th June, 1878.) 

Township of Lejeune. 

This SUlTer embraces the range line at the end of the seigniory of 
Grondin,'s-,y est, which is ;; mi Ips, "27 chains long, and the south west side 
line of th,d seignio]'y, where it toudles the township of Lejeune for a dis
tance of :2 miles, :2-! chains, whidl makes:2 miles, 2-! chains; and forms a 
total len gt h ot 5 miles 51 c hai 11S. 

The surfa".' crossed by these Jines is generally mountainous, but never· 
theless comprises a pretty large extent of arable land composed of alluvion 
made up of sandy marl or of silex mixed with vegetable debris. 

The mountain8 an' formed of huge masses of quartzose gneiss running 
nearly north and south and have a dip generally of about 23°. These rocks, 
as already stated in my forme! report are gray in color, mixed with large 
reddish spots, and show 110 indications" hatever of minerals. 

The soil all over is covered with a vigorous growth of merchantable 
timber, including &pruce, pine, balsam, birch, beech, cedar, elm and various 
other woods such as maple, ash, cherry, bass-wood, alder, hemlock white 
birch, mountain ash. &c. 

The range line at the base of the seigniory of Grondines crosses large 
lake Long, \VhL're waters are pure and ycry deep and whose shores are 
broken and mountainous to the east and rolling to the west. 

(P.-P.- V. Dlltrunbtay, 8th January, 1873.) 
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The tract comprised in the southwestern portion of the township of 
Lejeune is of pretty level aspect and composed of a rich alluvial soil, well 
adapted to settlement; but the north eastern part of the township is gene
rally mountainous, the mountains being formed of metamorphic rocks 
comprising almost exclusively quartzose gneiss. All these lands are covered 
with a vigorous growth of spruce, birch, maple, elm, ash, balsam, cedar, 
&c., &c. 

The best way to colonize the south western portion of the township 
of Lejeune, 'which includes very rich land, would be to continue the 
sUrYey and the colonization road from the Chicots lakes to the township of 
Mekinac, prolonging the latter to the river St. Maurice. 

(P.-P.- V. Dutrembla./j, !:lth February, 1873). 

I have concluded the subdivision of the township of Lejeune and have 
the honor to submit to you in the followi~g report the result of my obser
vations in the course of this survey : 

The township of Lejeune, situated in the Laurentiues range, north west 
of the seigniory of St. Ann, and contiguous on the south west to the 
seigniory of Batiscan, partakes of the character of the formation of the Lau
rentian system, within which it is comprised. The surface of this township 
is in genera] exceedingly rough and broken. It is covered with mountains 
of slight elevation, and cut up by ravines so close to each other as to giYe 
the whole the appearance of a group of isulated hills, each of small extent. 
In a number of these hills the greater portion appears to be nothing but 
the primitive rock. In others the surface presents isolated blocks of granite 
of no importance. 

One of these mountains. that \vhich borders lake Croche on the south 
and east, presents some indications, more or less doubtful, of phosphate of 
lime. E. would have taken a considerable amount of labur to establish the 
existence of this important mineral, and, not being certain of finding any, I 
did not consider myself authoriz"d to undertake the work. The indications 
which I observed are on lots ~f .nd 29, in ranges two and three, on each 
side of the line separating these ranges. 

On the south west side of the small lake Long, in the fourth range, 
about fifteen chains from the south east boundary line, there is an immense 

6 
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rock, which at its base, for a height of hyo and a half or three yards, pre
sents the appearance of Scotch granite. It is of various colors, grey, red, 
black, white and orange; and as it contains no mica it is snsceptible of 
being polished. I do not venture to affirm, but I believe this is only the 
out-cropping of an extensi,e quarry of the same granite. 

The principal timber is white spruce, of which there is an enormons 
quantity fit for lumbering purposes, besides maple and birch. The pine is 
almost all destroyed. 

In regard to settlement, the reversed lots of ranges three and four, the 
first ten lots of the second range, the first six lots of ranges three and four, 
and all the lots to the south west of the centre line in range four. are 
generally, one with another, fit for cultivation to the extent of about sixfy 
acres in every hundred. The rest of the subdivided portion is fit for culti
vation in the proportion of twenty acres in a hundred, except a few lots 
scattered here and there, some offering a larger and some a smaller propor
tion of cultivable land. 

The portion of the rest of the township lying between lake Lon!! and 
the seigniory of Batiscan resembles, with respect to the quality of the land. 
the south west part of range four, and presents a comparatively even sur
face. The portion ofthe said remainder, situated to the north east of lake 
Long, is more mountainous, containing more hardwood and less good land 
than the other. 

(H. LeBer, 28th :l\Iay, 1881.) 

Township of Mailhot. 

I have the honor to submit the report of my proceedings and 
survey work, made in virtue of instructions from your department. dated 
the 15th of September, 1875, relati\'e to the township of Mailhot. ordering 
me to make a survey of the outlines of this township and a subdivision 
into farm lots of a range on the east shore of the river Saint Maurice, on 
the front of this township. 

The township of Mailhot is of irregular form and situated on the north 
east bank of the Saint Maurice river, in the coun ty of Portneuf. It is bounded 
towards the south east by the township ofOarignan, partly surveyed by me 
last year, towards the north east by vacant lands of the Orown, to the north 
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west by the Croche rin'r, and towards the west by the Saint Maurice river 
on whose eastern bank my instructions were to make the survey of a ranO"~ 
of lots, designated under the name of Saint Maurice range, and which I 
divided into farm lots in the manner hereinafter mentioned. 

The land along the whole of the outlines is more or less broken 
though without any very high mountains. The soil, although "ut through 
here and there by rocks, is not less fitted for cnlti,'a tion. 

The tim bel' is generally fine and tall; it is com posed of w hi te birch, 
black birch, spruce, balsam, and, in a few places, cedar. 

Pine is not abundant, having been already worked 

The low grounds are. generally wooded with gray spruce, tamarac, 
balsam and alder. 

Around lake Wayagamack, the soil is form eo of good gray and ydlow 
mould. A few rocks jut out into the lake, forming here and there masses of 
granite. The tim ber is about the I'ame as herein before described. This lake 
teems with fish and the trout a!"e of excellent quality; it is Yery deep, and. 
the whole locality offers enry advantage for the opening up of new settle
ments; it seems to extend without a break to the Saint Maurice ri~er, on 
the south side of the little river Bostol1ais. The north side is hilly and. only 
fit to be worked for lumbering purposes, the timber consisting of spruce and 
pine. With this "iew, a dam and slide haye been constructed at the dis
charge of the lake. 

The Sain t Maurice river is approached by a table land. of 011e hundred 
feet high at least above the river, composed of sand and yellow mould 
resting on the clay bottom \yhich forms the beach. 

The river bottoms, as on lots number forty and forty one cultivated by 
Mr. ·William Ritchie, and on lots number two and three of the same range, 
by Mr. G. B. Hall, who are carrying on lumbering operations, supply the 
shanties with hay and oats. These farms are carefully kept and. the stables 
€how animals of good breeds and magnificent appearance. 

The table land above mentioned is covered with a young growth of 
small cypress, overtopped by a few large red and white pines whkh the fire 
has spared. The ravages of fire can be noted in this range from the Great 
to the Little Bostonais river over a distance of about three miles. 
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The La Tuque rapids, hemmed in between two cliffs, reduce the width 
of the river to a few chains, while above and below it measures, in somtl 
places, more than a quarter of a mile wide. 

These rapids are from ninety to one hundred feet high, and, in the 
spring floods, haye a depth of fifteen to twenty feet of water. 

The \Yt'st hank of the Saint Maurice is steep and hilly and partly 
rayaged by fire; but there ar~ still many spots untouched. 

Abon the rapids, on lots s(>venteen and nineteen, is the discharge 
of the Great Bostonais riYer, whi~'h previously winds through a level 
trad composed of alluyioll anG clay and covered with elm, ash, willow 
and alder, and bordered on ei ther side by a chain of mountains along its 
\yhole leugth gl)ill~' towards the north east. 

The chain 0)1 the north si,le ,.;eparates the Croch., ri,'er from the Bosto
llai~, ,,:tid eroche ri\-er (li~('ltar!.!'ill!:;· into the Saint Maurice two miles and 
three q narkI'''; higher up and on the same side. 

I\I:\~'lliJi"'nt 1<11111s extend from lhe ~:1int :\Ltmice for a certain dis
tance iuto the intt'I'ior, making the chain of mountains abo\'e mentioned an 
isolated ridge between the Croehe and Bostonais rinrs. A great part of this 
fine lalld is o"cnpied by ~lr. G. B. Hall, who has made clearings around 
his bus:II,'",:, peds; the farm is in a good state of culti\'ation, and there is a 
g'()(ld ,;to..);: 01 cattle. 

The sole inLon yenience arises from the spring floods ill the river. 

Henml'd in, :-:0 to say, by the narrow dIannel of La Tuque, the mass of 
wat\'r of !he upp(:r part of the Saint :'1anrice rises rapidly, driving back the 
watt'rs of the ('roche and Bostonais riYers, and then spreading over the 
banks, \y hil'h they en tirely cover. 

The Saint :\I:lluice range, of which all the lots are suited to cultiva
tion and settlement, the greater part being high lands, has a large propor
tiOIl of arabI,· land in exeellellt river bottoms coyered with elm, ash, willow 
alld alder; hanl wood is generally found on the higher grounds_ 

Til\' Little Bostouais riYer and Beaune creek, by which the lake of that 
name discharges its watel's, offer some fiue water powers near their junction 
with the Saint nranri~·e. 



Regarding the resources of this township and the best means to 

develop them, my answer is the same as last year relative to the township 

of Carignan, that is to say, I do not see any better means of developing the 

resources and ad,-antages of this township than by the introduction of 

steam navigation on the St. Maurice river between the Piles and La Tuque. 

T.-C. Delachevrotiere, 24th April, 1876. 

Township of Mekinac. 

I have the honor to suhmit the following report of the sun-ey and nri

fication of a part of the township of r.I"kinClc. 

I laid out the rang'es and lots specified in your inslrndions, which 

were accompanied by a plan of the part of the township I hall tl) sun-oy 

and nrify, formilH!' :101 lots, induding the :'II"kinac vilbg,' res,'lT'·, these 

301 lots containing 30,7Ij:~ acres of land, apart from :l.O~111 a,'n's of \Yater, or a 

total superficies of :38,3.)9 acres uf land and water, as showil on tlll~ plan of 

my operations accompanying tlw present report. E:1,~h reg'ular lot ('ontains 

105 acres and 2.-) perches in superficies and the irregular 101-:, indi"a,lP:l on my 

said plan, number 1U, their superfi"ies being' marked on tlll' plan in red 

figures. 

The land, in thi,' part orthe township of Mekina(', Ilt"n~'h sO:l1cwhat 

mountainous, is well a~bpt(>d to tilla~·," A g')ocl many sdtlers ,-i,;it",l the 

ground during my operations, choosing' and marki IE!,' ont '-'Hions lots, 

making clearing'S, and taking note of th,' mill sites which an' \-"ry nume

rous on the river;1 b Truite, the creck a Bouchard, and on all the other 

discharges of th~ lakes met on my St1lTI'y and imli('ated on my plan. 

Zephirin Doucet, with three of his SOllS, has been 'working for about three 

years on lots U and 1.5 of the third range and has begun to prepare the 

timber for buildinO' a saw mill 011 the ri\-er a la Truite which h IS a fdls 
00 

of about 150 feet in traversing ranges three and four, said mill to he put 

up on lot -! of the third range, at the foot of the falls ill question, which 

consists of two cascades. 

Ulderic Cloutier is settled with his family on the ~I,'kinac village 

reserve, having 4 acres under culti nttion and lodging visitors during the 

winter. 
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The timber of all kinds, except pine which has bee,n nearly all removed 
by the limit-owners, shows a vigorous growth and consists of maple, birch, 
ash, white birch, tamarac and white spruce, on the mountains and in the 
valleys. 

Alollg the lines run by me in the part designated in my instructions 
and reported in my field book accompanying my report, I consider one 
third of the superficies already mentioned very good for culti\-ation, one 
third as less favorable for the same purpose and the remaining third as only 
fit for a firewood reserve for the settlers who will establish themseh"es in 
this township. 

(H. LeSfendre, 12th December, 1881.) 

I ;.;uneyed the whole of the ranges and lots mentioned in your instruc
tions, the same consisting of five rang'es containing twenty eight lots of 105 
acres, ~o chains each and forming a total superficies of 1-1,711 acres including 
Lake Lafontaine, which represents 105 acres and Lake Caribou, which con
tains :2137 acres of water, 

In all thp ranges laid out, the land is mountainous and little adapted 
to cultivation; moreover, the fires of the summer of 1882 and previously 
(for in 1869 fire had swept a part of the northwestern line of the township 
of Mekinac) haye withered up the timber on nearly all the lots in this 
range. The timber thus dried up consists of tamarac, white spruce, mixed 
hard wood and cedar; the pine, which was yery common, has been cut 
and removed by the limit-owners, so that this portion of the township of 
Mekinac is very poor in merchantable timber and much deteriorated by fire. 

(Hz'lariolZ Legendre, 10th April, 1883. 

Township of Polette. 

This to\ynship is bounded to the south west by th." seigniory of Batis
can, and to the south east by the river 8t Mauricl" 'whose waters also form the 
northwestern boundary of the township of Boucher. which is opposite. It 
is bounded to the northeast by the township of Turcotte, and to the west 
and north by va.cant lands of the Crown. 
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On the 5th November, 1879, I deemed it advisable to suspend my 
operations, as it was two early to proceed to the scaling of lake Sassa
maskin, (which we found on the rang~ lines of the first and second ranges) 
as well as of the river St. Maurice, which bounds the said township to the 
south east. 

On the 28th of January, we resumed operations by scaling the river 
and planting posts for the di \'ision of the lots. 

Along the township, the course of th~ rh'er St. Maurice is gently 
meandering; the banks, which in general are of an aver,lge height, are 
sometimes on the water's edge and sometimes removed ten to fifteen chains 
back from it, offering river bottoms well suited to cultivation. Couse
quently, s8\'eral settlers have located themselves Oil the river and are clear
ing the land, "yhich already wears a prosperous look. I have indicated the 
names of these ~ettlers in my notes. 

Lake Sassam,lskin and its discharge, which we scaled, is encircled by 
mountains or hills, which present a varied aspect and are in part covered 
with wood of small growth. 

As for building timber, it has been completely cut off and remo\-ed. 
In the part which we traversed, the prevailing woods are balsam and 
white spruce, with some birch and bouleau; but all these woods, as 
already stated, are of small growth. 

There is no stream worthy of note, if I except the rh-er Wessoneau, 
which is crossed near the extremity of the line, between the first and second 
ranges. It has an abundant flow of water and offers great advantages for 
the construction of mills, besides being much used for getting out timber. 

To sum up, the land generally is broken and even rocky in some places, 
but it is not without ri\'er bottoms and valleys well adapted to agriculture. 

The surface in the second range is more level than in the first, and the 
land there is of average quality and would, in my opinion, offer greater 
advantages for settlement, as communication can always be easily opened 
up with it. 

(F. D6sruisseaux, 20th March, 1880). 
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Townships of Turcotte and Polette. 

I surveyed the front of the township of Polette and the front of the 
township of Turcotte, with the ranges A. B. C. one, two, three and four and 
the outlines and centre line, as shewn on the plans accompanying this 
report, with which field notes and diary are enclosed. 

The front of the township of Polette presents some very fine tracts of 
land-that part adjoining the st. Maurice consisting of allm'ial deposits of 
different ages arranged in successive step~, ,arying in height from a few 
feet to about one hundred, and the higher and older plateaux in all cases 
shewing the better soil. Seven of these steps or ancient banks of the St. 
Maurice can be distinctly traced in several places. The soil on these plateaux 
is sandy, the upper containing more vegetable mattpr than the lower. The 
timber is fir, spruce, pine, aspen, '\"hite. yellow and black birch, cedar, ash, 
and in some places bass-wood. Above the hill or bank proper of the river, 
which in some places is precipitous and rocky, the soil is generally a good 
brown loam growing black and yellov,- birl·h, maple, fir, cedar, ash, beech, 
pine, tamarac, &c. 

The country is generally rolling' and not so hilly as the township of 
Turcotte. There are two farms on the front ofthis towmhip, shewn on the 
plan, and belonging to the estat,· of lVIr. Hall, and the other to Mr. Baptist· 

The front of the township of Turcotte, comprising' the first and part of 
the second, third and fourth ranges, also presents some fine tract:,; of land, 
marked by the same sl1l'('e,~"i\-e plateaux as Poletti' and growing the same 
timber. The hill or bank proper here, especially in the second rail!:!"., is 
higher than in Polette, being in some places precipitons and rocky, and 
raising seven or eight hundred flwt, and the diyision of the yalley lower, 
being nearly north and sonth, there is e,-ery facility for getting on to the 
higher lands, a number of good lumber roads being already made. 

There is a large farm at the mouth of Rat riYer on the second range 
belonging to Mr. Baptist, on which he raises a large quantity of hay, oats, 
potatoes, &c. The time of sowing and reaping are the same as in the 
vicinity of Three Rivers, while the soil is more productiVe'. 

The remainder of ranges one, two, three and four is generally hilly and 
mountainous, in some places broken and rocky, but present!! many fine 
valleys and nluable tracts of land. The soil is generally a rich brown loam 
or black mould, growing large birch, maple, pine, fir, spruce, aspen, cedar 
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beech, tamarac, and in some spots red oak and ironwood. Numerous lumber 
roads intersect this tract, some of them requiring little or no labour to fit 
them for waggon roads and all passing through the best valleys; so that 
although these ranges are more broken than the land on the west side of 
that river, settlers will have little difficulty in making roads. 

Range A, which is laid off into lots on Rat river, as far as the twenty
fourth lot, present to this point the same soil and character as the former 
ranges though not so broken above this as far as the fork of Cigoncique or 
Grande Fourche; the front of this range is bounded by precipitous, rocky 
hills, which rise in some places to upwards of eight hundred feet, leaving', 
in some cases, level tracts at their bases along Rat river. 

The remainder of the lots were laid out along the rear line of this 
range or centre line, which will be the best locality for a road to tIlt' 

interior of the township as far as lot fifty-two. From lots bWIl t y·foUT to 
fifty-six, this range presents a good deal of hilly and rocky country, 
although at least one half is fit for cultivation. the soil and timber twill!:!, 

the same as in the former ranges und even the more hilly p:\rh Q'rpwing very 
large hard wood, and mixed timber always available for wood lands, 

There are also some fine level tracts growing timber of tll,' largest size. 
From lot fifty-six to the rear of the to\vnship, this range, 'nth the exception 
of the precipitous and roeky front on Rat ri\-~r, pn'st'nts p~ry ,~ood 1.1llU. 
growing fine timber and haying large level or rolling' tr:1<'ts. 

Ranges Band C Q,"l'IH'l':1lly present ,-.. ry line tract." cd' Jan(l 8X("'llt in 
some places along or near Rat ri'-('r, where rocky and stony r:\Ilg"'''; 
occur. The soil is here also a rich browll loam or black moul.] g'rowiil!2.' 
birch, maple. beech, fir, arpen, ash, ("'Liar, H',l oak. There an' Bl'veral 
clearings along Rat riYer, some belonging to ~Ir. Baptist, and ntlwrs which 
were abandoned by lumbermen after they ('east·d making pine timher ill 
the vicini t1. 

The unsun-eyed part of this township was explored in seyeral places 
and presents good tracts of land throughout, not so hilly as that near the 
St. Maurice or Rat river, having the same or deeper soil, growing large 
timber and shewing extensi,"e tracts of nearly level or rolling land; the 
tamarac and black birch especially being of yery large size and superior 
quality. 

All the mountains ranges in these townships, as generally through
out the St. Maurice territory, run nearly north and south, presenting valleys 



90 

of erosion caused by the great northern drift of the glacial period lying in 
the same direction. On this account, I would respectfully suggest to your 
department that future townships in this territory should be laid out with 
their side lines running east and west, so that the range lines and conse
quently the range roads might b,' north and south for the convenience of 
settlers, as all the inhabitants of a range have or should have constant 
intercourse with each other. It would also be advisable to adopt this course 
in subdiyiding the unsuncYl'd part of the township of Turcotte, whenever 
that may become necessary. 

The resources of the St. Maurice territory are great. A.t prasent the 
only source of re,"e11Ue is pine timber, and the quantity made wonld be very 
mueh increased, had the lumberers greater facilities for carrying on their 
always profitable trade. 

The best method of de,-eloping the resources of the territory is to build 
a good \\':l!,2"gon road from the settlements in rear of Three Rivers to Rat 
ri Yer, this road the re to branch off to the ri \-er V urmillion to the north 
west along the yalley of Rat rh-er or its immediate vicinity, and to the 
Yicinity of La Tuque to the north. This should be a colonization road 
similar to those by which your department has opened up seyeral other 
parts of the country and especially Upper Cal. ada. This road would be the 
best means of settling the country 011 both sides of the St. Maurice, as 
ferries could be established anywhere below and in many places above La 
Tuque. The settlers, besides being in themseh-es of known value to the 
country and it:; re,-enue, would be of great sen"ice to the lumberers in 
pro"iding them with fodder for their cattle which they now have to trans
port from Three Ri,"ers, and with root crops such as potatoes. The road would 
also he ofimllense ,-alu~ to the lumbering interes(s, as the lumberers could 
use it at all seasons of the year, whereas now they ha,-e but the St. Mau
rice alone as a summer and a winter road-a summer road for canoes and 
SCOWl> and a winter road for teams. In the fall, before the ice becomes strong 
enough to bear teamf', and ill spring, ,,,hen it is too porous and danger
ous to do so, the lumberers for se,-eral weeks have no means of transporting 
supplies to their fields of operation. The yalue of this road will be appre
ciated when it is remembered that lumbering operations begin in !he fall 
about Septembur or Udober, anci that the timber gets to the Quebec mar
ket in June, July or August only of the following year. Many lumberers 
cannot send their supplies up the river till navigation is impeded by 
floating ice and have to send up their drivers on the ice in the spring 
weeks before they are ,,-anted or can do anything for their high wages. 
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Some lumberers on the St. Maurice now send up their supplies on the 
river road in the winter for the next winter's operations, not only running 
the risk of the provisions deteriorating by being kept all the snmmer, but 
paying a year's interest on the large outlay required to furnish a lumber 
camp in rations and fodder. A road \vould remedy this state of things and 
be beneficial to the lumbermen, the settler and the country at large, as it 
would increase the revenue in a much greater ratio than the outlay required 
to make it. 

If the St. Maurice country were settled, its resources" ould be not 
only pine timber, but tamarac and black birch, of which large quantities of 
a superior quality could be made by the settlers; and when the Piles railway 
is built, this timber as well as cedar and spruce and even firewood will 
find its way to Three Rinrs and Quebec. 

Having, according to instrnctions, made a few general remarks on the 
principal geography of the conntry, its resources and the best mode of 
developing them, I have only to add that the colonization road I have 
mentioned could be madoe without any difficulty as the country is very 
favorable for roads running north, the valley s, as before mentioned, lying 
in that direction. 

The road could also be made at a comparatively small cost as there are 
only three rivers of any size to bridge, namely: the Matawin, the Bete 
Puante and Rat rivers. 

The branch road to the Vermillion would be of great use to the lumber
ers on that well wooded river, as it would enable them to send their 
supplies direct from Rat ri nr in summer instead of using a great bend of 
the St. Maurice, through the ''I'orst and most dangerous rapids of that 
river above La Tuq ue. It would also pass through a country well fitted for 
settlement, and which would probably be the first part of the upper St. 
Maurice turned into the permanent homes of ci"ilized meno 

!Alex. Wallace, 19th Noyember, 1861.) 
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From the Township of Mekinac to the Island of Lake Edward. 

Having given in my annexed report a detailed account of my opera
tions in the Mekinac valley, t.he Batiscan and the island of Lake Edward. 
I will state in a few words what I think of that region. 

To describe them more particularly, I will take each section separately, 
commencing with the Mekinac, \vhich is the third :section 

It extends from the north east angle of the township of Mekinac, going 
towards the south east, a distance of nine miles. The general aspect of this 
part of the country is that of a series of very high mountains. 

A lake called lake Mekinac, of ~onsiderable size, occupies the first 
miles of this section. 

Tben comes the Mekinac riYer which di,-ides in two branches, a few 
mile>; ahove its di>;,'harge into lake :'.Iekillac. 'Within late year:; there has 
been a great deal of timber ('nt on this river; hut now there is but little 
rem:unlllg. 

The soil in thi~ section is yery rol'l\:y, except on nearing the river; it is 
a little l,'s:,; in a fe,v places ,,,,here tlwrt' are table-lands, but this proportion 
of gooll land is not large enough to justif\ th,· opening- of roads. 

4th SECTWX. 

Thi~ s<'ction <-,xtends ten miles further to the north-east, and ends where 
the waters of thl' Batiscan and those of the Mekinac s(·p~ll'ate. 

The country is intersected with mountains generally wooded with 
white birch, balsam, spruce and a few birch here and there. On the flanks 
of the mountains, spruce predominates. 

The soil is sandy, while 
birch, it is yellow and rich. 
rocky. 

on the heights, where there are a few black 
In g\'neral the land is rough, uneven and 

This section only tra,erses one lake of about one hundred acres and a 
small ri,-er called l'Eau-Morte. A short distance south, the country is 
intersected with lakes. There were no minerals found. 
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5th SECTION. 

Like the foregoing, it runs towards the east a distance of eio'ht miles 
'" and fifteen chains, of which three miles and twenty fire chains are on the 

island of lake Edward. At twenty three miles and fifty eight chains the line 
crosses one of the tributaries of the river Batiscan, whICh is one of the 
discharges of lake Edward and flows towards the south-east until it joins 
the Batiscan ri \"\:'r. 

On both sides along' the banks of this branch of the riYer, but in a few 
pian.'s only, the land is fit for (·ultivation, and the soil is generally 
composed of yellovlT clay, rich and free from stones. Generally, the land i:; 
rough, uneven and rocky. 

This section is also cut up with lakes and mountains, the latter 
wooded with white birch, balsam, spruce and a few black birch. 

Building timbt~r is :;,·an.-e, lumbering operations haYing been carried 
on here already; neverthele:;:;, there remain a l~'w whit" spruce and 
tamarac. 

6th :~E( 'TUN. 

This last lSection extends from the twenty eighth mile of the centre 
linE', and runs north, along the length of the island of lake Edward, a 
distance of fourteen miles, \'-' hieh I explored. It is in tersected with stoep 
mountains and lakes of which some are very l<1rge; they are generally 
deep and full of fish. 

The vv hite birch is the most plentiful wood on the mountains; 111 the 
ravines and valleys, spruce and balsam pre":1i1. The soil is very rocky and 
barren in many places. 

Before concluding: this report, I shall give you some information as 
regards the part of the country whi.·h lies seven or "ight miles to tIl<' south 
of th .. centre line and throug'h \Y hich I passed in October last. in order to 
furnish a better idea of the charadeI' uf this region, \'\'hid1 is known under 
the name of the walt 01 Lac des blL's or the canoe route. 

The CUU(W route - to be more prL',·i:;e - sb~·ts from L IC des Chicot:;, at 
a distance of five miles from ~t. Tite, :llltl rt'adws L:i'_' LOIlg by three por
tages, forming ill all 240 chains. The bke is then used for six miles more. 



On lea'"ing the lake, the monntain portage (portage de la Jnonta{!,IZP) has to be 
crossed, forming a distance of 460 chains and leading on a north east course 
to lake nIasketsi, which is ahont six miles long. Then comps a portage of 
20 chains leading to lake Roberg", ,yhich is about the same size as the last, 
followed by a chain of small lakes connected together by a small river and 
a few port~~ges, forming in all 3il' ('hains. N ext comes little Lac des Isles. 
'which receiYes the waters of lake Traverse, both forming a total length of 
300 chains, followed by anothe>: portaQ,'e of HO chains, \\" hich leads to little 
Bostonais lake, from whi,h the route cO].:ltinnes throngh a succession of 
sm9.11 connected lakes to the little Bostonais river and fonr porI ages, form
ing an approximate length of 2~'.j chains. Great Lac des Isles is 600 chains 
long, and between this lake and the south west branch of the riYer Batis
can, there are three lakes and three pori :H.~·es, forming a length of 350 chains. 
The point at ,>yhich the river Batiscan is struck is nearly three miles more 
to the south of the centre line on the fifth section. In exploring this region, 
I paid particular attention to the quality of the soil. By making a careful 
examination of the portages, I wa:-- ena.bled to ascertain the general charac
ter of the country. This Iill!' tra,""r",,;.; a rongh, broken and generally rocky 
region. Howl',"!'r, an Indian, named Simonas, a sl·hool teacher at St. Fran
c;ois, but then hunting at lake }Iasketsi, inform"d me that, while the 
conn try in general is rocky, thel't j is a "l·,~tion of about three miles square 
of good land on the river a l'Eau :\1orte, to the north Wbt of this line, 
and this report ,yas confirmed by a foreman named G80rge Ch lyeI', in the 
employ of }lr Gouin. 

The Honorable Commission!'r ha,-ing expressed the desire that I should 
make an exploration of the country ,j:l;.;t of the Datiscan, in the eounty of 
Portneuf, as far as the already sun"eyed towllships, when I was coming 
down with my survey party, I complied with his wir:;h. 

On the 9th November last, I left the riY~r Batiscau th-e miles to the 
sonth east of the island of lake Edward, and took a south east course follow
ing for t \Yo miles a portage road along the river Meguick. I then left this 
river and followed the river des Aulnes to lake Caribou, a distano.e of six 
miles; thence, by keeping a little more towards the east, I made river a 
Pierre, one of the tribnlaries of the river Batisean, ,,,hich I followed for 
about four miles, when I left it and proceeded s011th ward to the:, lake of 
river Blanche, meeting along the \\' hole route fairly good land, but only in 
small areas. In order to make them better known, I will describ~ them 
separately, beginning with the ri,"er Batiscan. 
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According to information received and to my own obsenr [1,tiolls, I am 
able to state that on the south west side of the river Batiscan, at [1, f,!w acres 
below th~ forks of that river, there is a strip of good yellow soil, about half 
a mile wide and four miles long stretching along the river front; there is 
also a good sized island on which the land is ex,·cllent. Leaving the Batis
can at the mouth of the river ;\r,'g-nick, there is on the north side uf the 
river another strip of a mile wide by three miles 10llg ; on the south side, 
the strip is only half a mile wide by two miles IQIl~·. 

On both sides of the riYer dt's Aulnes, there is a strip of good lan,L 
two miles wide by four miles long. 

Towards river a Pierre, the surface is broken by monntains and the 
soil :ocky. This is about the sum of the good land as far as the surveyed 
townships. In the township of JIontauban, I met with some good land, a 
part of which is already occupied. The parcels of good la:.: mentioned [1,1',' 
marked on the plan in red lines. In thi~ re~'ioll, th) climate is about 
the same as at Quebec, but so damp that our iron utensils qn.iddy !!,Tt'W 

rusty. despite all our care, and our clothing, especially th.3 leather of our 
boots, became mouldy. 

Conclusions. 

From the sum of my observations, I nec.>ssarily l".:'a"h the conclusion: 

10 That the greater part of the territory, which I have explored and 
now report upon, is little adapted to colonization. 

2° That to bring this territory into communication with the actually 
existing channels would necessitate a very heavy outlay for the openin~
and maintenance of new roads. 

(E. Casgrain, 16th August, 1870.) 
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COUNTY OF CHARLEVOIX. 

Township of Calliere 

According to the line run by me in this township, I believe it my 
duty to recommend to the dt'partment the division of the lots fronting on 
river :'loire. the division of the two ends of ranges above mentioned and 
the snbdiyision of part of the 8th range and part of the Rth, north of the cen· 

tre line. 

The ran~'e along' the river Noire would have a sufficient depth of good 
land f0r "dtlements. The two ends of ranges in the 4th and 5th ranges 
adjoining the ral1~'e of the riy,>r Noire would form 40 or 50 lots to settle 
wi th ad nUl t~l g'(', the land being generally level and fit for cuI ti,'ation. 

The part of the ;-jth :tllU !Ith rang"''; adjoining Duck lake is level and 
suited to "ultiY:1ti()ll, and is timbered with a fine growth of hard and soft 
wood. 

Roads can be opened in the abo,'e ranges. 

All the lakes in this township are 'Yell stocked with fish and full of 
trout. 

The most advantageous spot for a village reserve would be at the 
mouth of the riYer Xoire on the north side. 

Good mill sites may be found on all the riVer>;. 

(Gedeon Gagnoll, 20th Dec., 1871.) 

I should here remark that as the lines scaled along the river Noire to 
f·:-;tablish the width of the lots of the 10th range, in front of that range, pass 
through deuse gTOYt'S of alders and much fallen timber, I experienced great 
difficul ty and delay. 

Th(> land along the river Noire, as I remarked in my last year's report, 
has a suffici:lllt depth of· good soil for settlements as far as lot ~4. The 
4th and ;:>th rang"s as far as lot II, are generally fit for cultivation. 

Good mill site'S may be found in different places on the river Noire. 

(Gedeon Gagnon, 19th June, 1873.) 
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Township of Chauveau. 

The land is wooded with balsam, spruce and white birch alonD' the first o 
part of this line; the west line is of good quality and level for sixty one 
chains and fifty links, where there is a mountain with an incline only of 
2:3 0 to 300 to the horizon, which cannot be a serious obstacle to clear
ings and the cultivation of this part, alHl continues so for a distance of 
seventy 11ine chains on th,· first mile, when the land becomes level to fall 
away again by a gentle decline from the commencement of the second mile 
as far as six chains, and slowly ascend from ten chains up to thirty two 
and chains fifty links. 

At thirty fi \-c' chains, the land, leyel and 'wooded with balsam, spruce 
and white birch, is of ~ood quality and continues so to the end of this mile. 
All along this line, notwithstanding some broken ground, the land is of 
good qualit.y and quite fit for cultivation. Lake ~at'ob which ha~ a surface, 
"akulated by double longitudes, of forty one acres, two rods and twenty 
frye perches, ancl the banks of which are of very rich soil and wo()ded with 
balsam, sprUi'l' and white birch, has on its eastern side wild meadows of 
seyeral acres in extent. 

Starting- from the south-west angle of Chauyeau township and following 
the rear line of Mount .JImmy, as aforesaid, the land is leyel to the middle 
of the second lot and timbered with balsam, spruce, white birch and asppn ; 
the soil is of good quality and fit for cultivation. At nille chains on the 
second lot, the line follows the northern flank of a mountain about 30'" 
to the horizon, and which becomes steeper up to end of the third lot, where 
the ground becomes level. A short distance from the line towards the north, 
the slope of the mountaiu 10'wers and disappears, and. the land, as 1ar as 
the eye call reach ill that direction, becomes comparatively level for the 
depth of t\ft'O ranges. 

From the elld of the thIrd lot to the ninth, ill..Jusi vely, the land is 
slightly uneven and a little rocky at iutelTals, but generally fit for culliya
tion. 

On Wednesday, the twentyninthofJuly, hayiu~mo\'ed my tent to the 
ninth lot, where I had already camped 011 arriving in the bush, I con
tinued to run the line, the course of which in this spot is Di" north, and 
divided five lots. In this spa,'l', the line follows a tract wooded with balsam 
and birch, and the soil, though rocky and slightly uneven, is adapted to cul
tiyation as far as the seventeenth lot. 
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I have had the honor to give you ahove the description of the land to 
the seventeenth lot, inclusively; from this point eastwards, 1he character 
of the land varies little; it is generally wooded "'ith halsam, birch and 
spruce, slightly rolling, and the soil, of yellow clay and a little rocky, is 
fit for cultivation. 

Part of the twenty third and twenty fourth lots is broken by an 
incline, slight at first, but increasing progressi,'ely from ~.)Q to 40°, and 
thence more gently, to die a,yay on the twenty sixth lot in undulating 
ground, wooded::.sabove, and which continups uniformly. until it reaches lot 
number thirty six, a distance of twelve chains and thirty links, where the 
line is intersected by the ,vest branch of river Noire, which fio\ys towards 
the south-east o,er a rocky bed. 

AbouL two chains to the north the river precipitates itself from a 
height of about twenty feet, and fOlms a falls which could be easily turned 
to profitable account, because towards the ea"t, and beyond ri H'r Noire, and 
for more than four miles to the north, llohvithstanding the extensin' cut
ting of timber that has bpen done here, for many years, there still remains 
a considl~rable quantity of white pine and spruce of value t.o the lumber 
hade. 

At this point, the west branch of river Koire, hemmed in between the 
rocks, lends a less fayorable aspect to the land situated on the east side. 

In fact, the line runs from the crossing of the river through a tract 
rocky and of wretched appearance, for fifteen chains as far as the foot of a 
steep mountain the angle of whose base varies from 40° to i5°. 

This mountain ending at fifty liuks, distance on lot thirty nine, the land 
though slightly undulating, then settles down level, and is covered with 
a good growth of balsam, white birch and spruce, the soil being excellent 
for cultivation. 

From this point a tract of level ground extends to a lake called Grosse 
Truite, \yhich is almost, dry at this season, with the exception of a basin of 
sixty feet in superficies. 

The banks of this lake are flat and wooded as above. The same lake is 
met at fifty links on lot 49. From this point, white pines are seen here and 
there and the ground, undulating and rocky at intervals, is still good for 
tillage as far as river Noire, which runs here slowly between fiat banks 
formed of rich and well:wooded soil. 
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I prolonged the eastern outline for six ranges of eighty chains and 
eighty ~ix li~ks eac?. All along this line, the land, which is generally 
undulatmg wIth a ",light slope toward." the east, abounds wit h white birch 
balsam, spruce, and bireh and continues so to the intersection of th() mid~ 
dIe branch of river Suire at .54 chains, 10 links on tIll' second mil,', and 
whose breadth at th;;,; point is 4.5 links. Rapid and hemmed in h"rE', its 
current offers a splendid water power. The h.tak-; of this str,~ 1m are not 
steep, but the rocks ",ith which they are everywhere covered completely 
unfit them for tillag\:'. At the end of a couple of chains, howewr, this 
a~pect of the ground ('hanges; the soil grows better and continues so as far 
as 76 chains on the third mile, when the line cro,;.;es the east branch of 
river Noire, whose breao.th at this point is 4 chains 31:; links. Ten (·hains 
to the east, the remains of a dam are still to be seen. which was used some 
yea:-s ago for gettin~· out the timber, of which then> is still a large quantity 
to be worked. 

At the point where the line intersects the ri ver, the land is again good 
for 14 chains on the fonrth mile; but the line then leads us to the foot of 
a bare mountain, the angle of whose base with the horizon varies from liO" 
to 200 for 52 chains on the same rallg(~. At a height of 150 feet above the 
level of the river, the land is better wooded, but cut up by deep ravines, 
at the bottom of which flow small streams of water, making their way to 
the lake at the base of the mountain on the west side and formed by the 
river. At 25 chains on the fifth range, the ground becomes more len'], and, 
though still rolling, of better qnality, with the sumt; timber as abo,'!'. as far 
as 55 chains on the last mile, when it becomes rocky, broken, and 
altogether unsuiteo. for cultivation to the end of that mile which terminates 
on the southern slope of a height of 50" to the horizon. 

On thc 20th and 21st August, the hke already mentioned being' 
extremely fiat, I scaled it by following its banks in the water, and then 
transferred my tent to the post of the first mile of the east outline. The 
banks of this lake, which I shall call river Noire lake are, in their south
eastern part, slightly undulated, but the soil is good and wooded with bal
sam and spruce; to the north east, there is little timber, but the soil is 
allu'ial,.very rich, and covpred 'with natural meadows extending back 
for some distance from the ri,er which seems to come from the west and 
to follow a tranquil course between the white birches, spruces and balsams, 
which border it. The nearest mountains to the northward are not closer 
than from a mile to two miles, and for that distance the surface appears 
perfectly level and well adapted to cultivation. The lake runs parallel to 
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the hase of the mountain and the east outline, and the land to the foot and 
on the flank of this mountain, oyer a width of a quarter to half a mile, is 
wooded with spruce, balsam and white birch. 

1 ran the line hetween ranges one and t\Yo on a course north 970 east, 
astronomical, parallel to the correspvnding part of the rear line of 
:IIount Murray. "Tood('d with spnll'e, white birch and white pine, the 
land thouo'h broken and rollin"', is of oO'ood quality and suited to cultiva-, 0 ;:") .. 

tion as far a~' the Lank of the riYcr. 

I ran the same line on a "un1'::;\' south 30° west, astronomical, measur
in~' and diyiding the lots as heretofore, from the east outline to No. 36, 
ill~lusiYely. tht-'l"l' striking a large lake, which I named Lac au Plongeon. 
From the ~;l"t outline to No. 45 aforesaid, the line follows by an easy ascent 
a trad ,,"ooded 'with bal:;am, spruce and ''I' hite birch of fine dimensions. 

LII" an J'lnll~',>on, whos\' cir(,umference is over five miles, has a total 
;;up,'rfiLi('s of 513 an,,:,:, ii roods and ::)0 perches. Its banks, marked by slight 
emill"ll'""S ill 1110' north W('st part, ~ll'e flatter to the weit and wooded with 
('edar, sprue\'. hah;;ll11 awl white bire'h. The land throughout, though somc
what hrok,~n hy ~jiS'ht undulations, is well suited to tillage. 

A Her sl'Yeral unsllc':essful attempts to projl:'('t the tne across the lake 
'"ith the t"lescope, I had to transfer my tt'llt on the l:!th Noyember to the 
17th lot on the rear lilll~ of Mount ~IulTay, thence to run a centre line and 
thus allo,,- n1<' to prolollg towards the east the line interrnpted on the bank 
or La" au PJong"'ull as aforesaid. 

Flom the point abo\'e del'ignated, I ran the said centre line, following 
a (Uur~e llorth \\'(>st and measured 80 chains 80 links for the length of 
the jir.~t r.lllge. Along this part of the l'\:,ntre line, the soil is good, and the 
land, sloping slightly towards the north in the first part, soon becomes 
leyel and so continues to the end of this mile. 

I laid out the \\" est part of the line bet ween the first and second ranges 
following a course south D7" west, astronomi::al, parallel to the general 
direction of the corresponding section of the rear lilJe of Mount Murray and 
cOlTed(,d on :-<e,"pral occasions, as I had the honor to remark at the 
ly·sinninQ' of f1e present report. This line being finished, I divided the 
lots as far as the intersection of the west OUtlilll', planting three good 
~quarf>d posts in line, to mark the breadth and indicate the directioll of 
each lot. 
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In this part, the ground, from the point of departure, is remarkably 
broken, but, towards the end of the twelfth lot, it grows level and contin
ues so to the commencement of the eighth ]ot, where it again becomes 
broken to once more resume a more uniform aspect at ten chains on the 
sixth lot and to so continue to eight chains on the fourth lot From this last 
point, it is rolling and, from six chains on the third lot, the line rnns up a 
mountain whose ill dine varies from 10° to 40" from thp horizon. This 
mountain, covered with brushwood, balsam, spruce and white birch, is com
posed of good land and could be cultivated all o,-er. A t three chains, on 
the first lot, the line attains the top of the mountain, whose incline on the 
opposite flank varies from 10° to 45° and terminates at the upper end of 
this lot, at the interst,ction of the west outline. 

I continued the line between the first and second renges following the 
course north 30° east, astronomical, f",om the centr'~ line and made the 
division of tweh~e lots ill the first part to Lac au Plon~eoll. From the 
centre line, the line [allows a dpscent of about 15') to the twentieth lot, and 
then continues oyer level land of good quality to the afort'said lot. The 
timber, which is chiefly \vhite birch, balsam and spruce, is of fine climen
sions and appearalW' and indicates a profitable soil for .1',:riculture. 

I continued the centre line to the depth of the second rang" and 
divided the line beh,",'t'll the second and third rang":". following' a coarse 
570 west and north ;sOv e·:1.sL astronomic-aI, Yl"spedi,-ely, parallel to the 
corresponding part ()f the line b,·t\ye':ll the fir"t and Eecond rang·e". Along' 
the centre line, the hud is of good quality, well wooded \;-ith halsam, 
whit,:, birch and sprn"", and slopes slig'htly in th,' ;;:~llne dil't'dioll as the 
line as far as tht> int"]'section of a ri,",'r coming' from the \n:-t at 57 (:hains 
66 links ; thence, to the end of the mile, th,~ ground is somewh:1 t more 
broken, but still cultiyable. 

I prolonged the wes~ern part of the front line to the westel'll ontlint>. 
In this part, the line follows the base of a mountain which is parallel to it 
on the north side and \Y hieh lowers as we achance, the land to thp ",outh 
being more 10ye1, well \yooded and suited to cultiyutioll. 

On the north sid.' and notwithstanding tht' proximity of the moulltai~l, 
the land, with a slight :slope to the t>a~t. is not unfitted for tilla~'e rmd is 
covered with a thick growth of fiue brushwood. 

From the end of the eighth mile, the line ascends the eastern flank of 
a mountain, \'\"hose incline at first gradual and slightly rolling, becomes 
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8teeper with the ascent and the angle of whose base with the horizon 
yaries between 20 0 and 70 0 to the commencement of the twelfth lot, 
where the ground grows leyel and continues so with slight undulations 
to the ,vest outline. 

I laid out the line for the whole distance between the centre line and 
thl"' riYer Noire, besides, in addition, scaling Lac des Islets on the ice. 

;-;ta,rting from the "elltrp line. the south line follows the base of a steep 
and almu:-,t precipitous mountain on the east side, to 10 chains on the 
nineteenth lot. The line follows the slope of the mountain o,er steep and 
rocky ground and descends again with a rapid incline oyer less rough 
ground to 5 l'hains on the t\wlltieth lot. From the point of departure and 
not more than three chains to the right of the line, the land is leyel, well 
wooded and alhl'(c·d to .. nlture. 

From the eig-hth lot and as the line progresses towards the east, the 
mountain gradually recedes towards th" left, trending nearly north 10° 
east. a:-tronomi"al, and the surface as far as Lac au Plong'eon, which is again 
i!lt.~r:;,·\·tt'll, is remarkably level and well wooded, with a soil well adapted 
to ('ultiyation. 

,\ttt'r crossiw!' the lakt', the line passes o,'er ground somewhat more 
broken, but without any seriou::; obstacle to the head of LH; des Islets, 
\\' hich it follows from lot 35 to 30, to take it up ant' \y after crossing a point 
a f,·w chain::; in leng·th to 10 ehains 31 linh on the 39th. I scaled Lac 
des bIds 011 the ice, which was then solid enough to bear us withont 
dang!')' A""ording to the measurement, the circumf"l'ence of this lake i::; 
equal tl) 4: HI .. haill'i 3tj links, and its superficie::; h 4,-)0 ;}':res, 1 roo,l and 16 
p,~rl'h:'". The banks al\' !lot high, and arll "on'red with ba.lsam, spruce and 
,,,hite birch, while th,> soil is slightly rolling and "<}mposed of a yellow 
loam \\'e·ll t;c[ited to tillag". 

L"ayillQ' the la];:.', the liue follows somewhat broken gTound, wooded 
with haha·n. spruce and a few white birches, and crn.;ses at 11 chains on 
the f,'rl~-"'>"(Jnd lot a pond, formed by Lt,· des 1,;1,·tO', ~lbout 5 chains wide 
and :::,') lOll g', with hanks wearing about the sal11._' appc;trance as the ground 
preyi"u.;ly d"s.Tih·'d From t hi" point. th" lille le[(h; O,C!r rollillQ' and 
('ultiYd bl,> land to the fort y-eig'hth lot, Wh'211",· it follows th,~ com..;,· ,~f the 
lakes ah·ady ref,·lT,·d to anI which 'll'.~ the SOllrl' ~ ,)f one of the three 
hrg.>:-t tributari.>::; of ri\-,'r ;\oire. It also follows for a distance of two or 
three dUlill"; the middle branch of that river to the fiftieth lot, where if 
Cl'O::;~"S the stream. aboye a rapid with an incline of at lea::;t 20" from the 
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horizon. At this point, the ground is rocky, little suited to cultivation, 
and wooded with a stunted growth of balsam and gray sprnce. A little 
further on, it improves as far as the east outline, but thence to the river 
Noire, which is reached on the fifty-ninth lot, the soil is poor, freq uently 
cut up by deep, precipitous ravines, and altogether unfit for farming 
purposes. Within the space embraced bdtween the rin'r Noire and its 
tributary above mentioned, there is still a considerable quantity of pine 
and spruce among the balsam and white birch with which the surface is 
wooded. This timber may be serviceable to the trade in the Ileal' future 
and will be a great help to settlers ill this new region. 

To sum up, it giyes me pleasure to state that the portion of the township 
of Chau,eau,which I haye just sun"eyed, without being' exceptionally fertile, 
is ne"ertheless \vell suited to cultivation and offers as favorable a field for 
settlement as any of the new concessions in the adjacent seigniories, which 
have been opened up for so many years. While I was in the bush, I 
remarked that the snow did not fall any earlier or heavier than in places 
situated on the St. Lawrence, which warrants the concl usion that the climate 
will not be more seyere when the work of clearing will have opened 
ground to the cireulation of air and heat. 

In fine, I ha"e no doubt that a grant, no matter how small, to promote 
the opening of a colonization road, next season, would induce a great many 
young men to take up lots and immediately begin the work of clearing. 
Already over 50 lots have been marked out, and the parties who have 
selected them are only waiting for an outlet through the forest to com
mence work on them. 

The opening' of a road of this kind, to connect with the Des Marais road 
already opened ]»)' the Go\'ernment, would be very easy and inexPdnsive 
and, for the mompnt, at least, would meet the necessities of colouization in 
the new township of Chaunau. 

(J.-c. Demeules, 1st May, 1869.) 
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Township of De Sales 

From the first line between ranges IV and V, following the north east 
branch of the river du Gouffre, the soil is equally good for meadow land, 
and even richer than the first part, because it would be less exposed to 
inundations. 

A t the point where the line of lots 28 and 29 in tersects the north east 
branch of the river du Gouffre, at H chains from the line between ranges 
IV and V, the land rises and continues good, the timber on it being balsam, 
spruce, white birch and cypress. The line, thus prolollged, intersects a 
colonization road at 84 chains 20 links. 

The land, in this part is le,-el and well wooded alld the soil of good 
quality. The line crosses the colonization road above referred to at the 
commencement of lot 8. 

On ,Vednesday, the 1st December, I laid out the line between lots IX 
and X to tIl<' line bet ween ranges III and II, a distanl'l~ of 85 chains 
and 89 links, and, in this space, the ground is lerel, except in the last part, 
where it is a little more broken,-the soil, of good quality and 'wooded with 
cypress, spruce and balsam, improvin~' and ISho'wing b"tter timber from 
the intersection of the colonization road. I sought for and renewed the 
rear line, of ran(!,e II west, 'whose length, comprised between the lines 
of ranges X and III, accordinQ' to the original sun-ey, is only 77 chains. Ii 
links. In this tract, the land, pas"ably broken, seems 6'ood enough, but 
fire has destroyed every trace of "':gdation o,-er a space of sixty chains, 
and the llt'\Y g-rowth taking its place seems to promi8e only cypress in 
great abundance. 

The centre line also intnseds a colonization road made some years :l!.!"O 

by the Go,-ernment to facilitate the opening of the lands in this part. 
Although pretty broken, the land is of good quality, incl uding four or five 
lots to the west of the centre line on the eleventh and twelfth ranges and 
all the eastern part of the twelfth range towards Lac Pied des Monts. 
Owing to the facilities offered to settlers by the opening of this road, 
these lands will, I hope, be rapidly cleared up, when they will furnish 
homes at no distant date to forty families, if the obliterated subdi,-ision 
lines of the original survey were everywhere renewed wh<'re needed. 

Before shifting my tent further on, I continued the scaling of the ri,er 
with the intention of using it for dividing the lots, but the ground from 
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the start seeming unfavorable for settlement. I there suspended my opera
tions, especially as the branch of the river du Gouffre, forming the western 
bounda.ry of the township of De Sales, had already been scaled, and as it 
was useless to repea.t the same operation when the ground did not permit of 
the subdivision of the lots. 

In the western part of ranges eleven and twelve, the land seeming' to 
me altogether unsuitable for colonization, cut up as it is by high moun
tains, I only ran the line and effected the subdivision of these two ranges 
for a distance of four lots, starting from the centre line, In this space, the 
soil is of good quality and welJ wooded. 

(J.-C. Derneu/es, 18th February, 1876,) 
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COUNTY OF CHICOUTIMI. 

Alma Island. 

The surface of the island is not perft'ctly level; it is not without a few' 
ups and down, but, nevertheless, I consider it a fine level tract, and apart 
from a few rocks met with -along the rear line of the first range and the 
rear line of the fifth range, a plough would pass anywhere. The soil in 
general is a fine loam sometimes mixed with grey marl. In a few 
install('e~, the first stratum is \'egeta ble mould, and a few inches below is 
found day: the only swamp I met with lies between numbers two and 
fiye of the s~cond range and extends for about ten chains to the north. 
The stratum of black mould on the surface is eight or nine inches in thick
JW"I'. The tim ber is generally large and tall. On the north side, it consists 
of black and white birch, white and g-rey spruce, fir, brushwood of all 
description:,;, ceda.r, ash and alder; on the south side, a mountain covered 
with ash is also met; white birch is not so often seen, but all other sorts 
are; black:-; jlJ'lI.ce is scarce. 

Finally, you will see on examination of my field book that se\erallots 
have already heen worked upon after they were measured; not only the 
ri,·hne8s of the soil encourages, but the climate is very promising, judging 
from the success of Mr Damase Boulanger, slide-keeper. 

(E.-A. Dilberger, 8th March, l~::"i-!.) 

Townehip of I' Anse St. Jean. 

Along' the '.·ourse I followed, I found the soil poorly suited to cultiva
~iOll, eXl'('pt on the road, wht'J't' it is of pretty good quality, especially from 
the reseJ"\"e to 1\0. 3;), being nearly cnrywhere composed of clay and allu
vion allll. ill some spots 011 the plateaux near the river, of vegetable mould. 

The rounded pebbles on the beaches of the river sho'w that they have 
been carried down by the rapidity of its current during the freshets. 
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From No. 35 to the outline, the land is not so fayorable to YeO"etation o , 
although of good enough quality; it is composed of a yellow and black 
soil and a little rocky. 

I made no special examination of th., other parts of the township 
which I did not suney; but the surface seems mounbinous. 

The high mountains which border the Saguellay, and which, in sepa 
ratin!!', form the deep bay called L'Anse St. Jean, extend across the town
ship in a south-western direction for a distance of two and a half leagnes, 
preserying" about the same height for a mile and thence diminishing 
until they disappear altogether. Tlwrt:" are also other smaller moun
tains crossing' each other in all directions and forming spurs of the 
larger range. These mountains are all wooded, \vith the exception 
of a few crest IS completely bare of trees, but covered with otht'r vegetable 
growths. They are made up of' rocks overlaid by a slight bed of turf 
'l'hese stratified rocks dip generally towards the "<l:;;t and are comp03ed 
mostly of granite, feldspar and quartz. There is little good land among 
these mountains, except in a few small ,"alleys on their flanks and in some 
narrow rannelS 

The tract comprised between the~.· moullbillf> forms the valley or 
settlements of L'Anse St. Jean. This valley is about two miles wide at the 
foot of th,' bay, but varies a good deal and is much narrower in some 
places. 

The river St. .T ean, \\" hich falls in to L' A.nse :-)t. .T ean, winds through the 
whole length of this yalley, and has a width of:2J .'hains and a depth of 
from hyo to three feet; but tr_e ,"olum!' of \\'ater is lUuch g"I"l'ater during 
the freshets. Th.'re are three mills 011 it, one of them a gTist mill, ailu the 
other two saw mills. The gTi"t mill and (jill' of the saw mills are built on 
the reserye near the mouth of the rin'r and bt'long to Mr Simon Bou
drault; the other is on K o. 3.5 an.l belongs to Mr D. Girard. 

The riwr ;-;1. .T ean tab'" it:-; rise in little lake St. J l'an, eightl't'n miles 
from its mouth. The rinr du rorta g'<', 1he rin'r du Moulin and all the 
the other little f'treams \\"hich water tilt> yalley of L'Anse St. JealJ, are 
itlS attiuents. It abo l"l'l"l'i\'e8 the '>Yat"],8 of great Lac des Islets, Lac a la 
Balle, La.' it l'Oms and Lac Grl'llouilles, which discharge into littk lake :-)t. 

Jean, as well as of other ;;treams which fall into the same lab,. From the 
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course of the riYers, it can be seen that the great yalley in rear of the town
ship of Otis, which extends to L'Anse St. Jean, slopes towards the east. 

The growth of timber in the valley of L'Anse St. Jean is much supe
rior to that of the upper Saguenay, as already noted in my report of the 
SUTley of the township of Perigny. last spring. 

(J.-O. Tt"e1J/blay, .May, 1867.) 

Township of Bagot. 

To comply with my instructions. I began to subdivide the land situate 
in rear of Grand Bay range. south range, ~o as to form a double range rUd
ning in the ~:ln1t' direction as the aforesaid. 

For that purpose, I ran the rail!!,... line parallel with the south ,'a~t 

outline of the to\vnship of Bag-ot, which is parallel with the rear outline 
of the Grand Bay south range. 

As this line passed through the cultivated farms and did not suit the 
,,-ants of the r;ettlers. I changed the south ,\"I'st part by laying out. two 
ranges in the direction of tIll' starting" linc whi .. h I snbdiyided into 10tR. 

The~e ranges an- designated on the plan. 

All this part of the township "onsists of goorllaHd. w~lOlly taken up. 
,viih th,~ exception of a few lots ll<'<H the outline wh,:]'e we meet some 
insignificant hills. 

The ,oil, which is a mixture of black and yellow loam, has been almost 
entirely burnt over. Yery few tre,'s remain and these are either black
ened or dried up. 

On the range line bet\vet'll the 3rd and -lth ranges, Grand Bay, south 
range, I subdivided the lots in a manner to suit the wants of the place as 
well as the work done. 

The lots are all taken up and various impro\-ements have heen madt'o 

Between lot 1 and lot 16, in the third range, Grand Bay, south range, 
the soil is of excellent quality, though naturally roeky. It contains 
black and yellow loam, both being occasionally mixed in the middle lots 
A few inches of clay loam lies beneath the yellow in some places. 
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All this part of the country is co,-ered with n~ry fine-sized (Trowin(T 
'" '" tim ber, and, in the fourth range, the soil is as good and the timber as abun-

dant as aboye ; this remark principally applies to the central portion thereof. 

In proceeding along the outline, on the bank of the Saguenay 
riYer, I passed through about half a league of barren land, The chain 
of mountains, formin~ the banks of the river, ,'aries a gre1;1t deal and is 
very extensi,-e here. It is sHeral hundred feet high and consists of bare, 
tree less rocks as far as the banks of the Saguenay, 

I scaled and renewed the marks (blazes) along the south east outline 
of the to'l\'n8hip of Rlg-ot thronghont its whole extent. 

In order to verify tho:' conrs" of the line, drawn by ::\[1'. Jean-Baptiste 
Duberger, P. L. ~" I made st'veral astronomical observations which con
yinced me that it was corred en'Hlgh. The few slight d~yiations, which I 
noted. \\'('re in the :,louth-western part, nl.':1r the post forming' the south-east 
angle of the towuship of Bagot. I conedI'd them, 

The post, situated at the extn'mity of the outline and [urming the 
di vision liue lid ween the to\\'llshi ps of Oimon and Bagot, is placed one 
hundred and thirty chains inside the angle formed by the township of 
Bagot and shown on the plan al:compallyillg this report. 

I also seaJed about one and a half mill' of the line betw'een the town
ships of Cimon and Bagot, and thus satisfied myself that it crosses in a 
diagonal diredioll !'ang'e 12. This encroa,;hmellt on th,' township of Bagot 
amounts to about three thousand ac'l'e:-;, 

J3'sides the s,'aling' of tlli' Bagot rO:1(i, I subdivided the land ill lots of 
thirteen chains l'~\l'h. All art' p~rpendi,~ular to the linl's of the ral1~'I'~, 

except lwwe,Tt·r lots l~l and :21) whose width is less, The land here is 
somewhat broken; there are some small mountains but very little growing 

timber, the latter ha\'ing been in great part destroyed 1)\' fire. 

f'ome of the farms in the yicillity of the river Ha' Ha! are of good 
quality, and consequently m lily of the lots are already taken up. 

Thronghont the 11th and 12th ran~l:'s, a good nnmber oflob; are already 
ol'l'upied. The soil, however, owing: to the great quantity of rock, is not 
everywhere fit for agl'i"ultural purpos,'s. Fire hafi destroyed mnch of the 
timber, so that, with the L'x..;eptioll of ran~e U, upon which there is a 
,'ollsiuerabk space co,'e~'ed with it, Hone ~'row, but in the neighbourhood of 
the lakes and in some small valleys. 

(.J. O. Trembla!J. April 4th, 186:2.) 
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Township of Boileau. 

The land, all along the outline which I sUlTeyed, IS of good qnality, 
consisting, in some places, of black, and in otht'l's, of rich yellow loam. 

There are, howeyer, some pla("'s where the ground is rocky, but, in 
general, it is everywhere fit for agricultur,· and for settlement. It is 
co,cred with' hard and soft wood, such a-; whit~ and black hirch, \vhite and 
red sprnce, white and red pine, fir, &"., &". 

Colonization road:;: could be ad"antageously opened throughout the 
whole township. 

I ,,·ill here take the liberty flf saggetiting that one should be opened 
between the St. F rbain road and its in tersection wi th the Ii ttle lak,~ Ha ! Ha! 
Followll1g this on the" western side, it might also run along the great lake 
Ha! Ha! as far a'i the middle of the township of Boileau. thence to reach 
t he set tlements of Grand Bride. 

This projected road would be a great adyantage to settlers in the 
township of Boileau, and would h .. 1p to settle the land Horth-west of it, a 
great portion of which il:' well adapted for agricultural purposes. 

Thc climate is also quite suitable for colonization, frosts occurring only 
yery late in the fall. 

The best spot for the location of a village would, I think, be near the 
mouth of the disdtarge of lake Ha! IIa! 

~plendid mill-sitl's can be found along all the rin'rs of this township. 

The lakes abound "ith twut. 
(Ged. GI1{.;wm. April 21st, 1863.) 

Township of Bourget. 

With the exception of a certain had of land, shown on my plan as 
being quite unfit for cultiYation, I do not hesitate to say that all the lob 
which I have didded are favorable to sdtlemellt, whether the nature of 
the soil which is good or its snrfa"e 'which is extremely jpH'1 be considered. 
There are, moreover, at each distal1<'c of twenty or thirty chaills, roaus 
which have renuered great sen-in' to the finn of Price Bros., in their 
lnmbering operations. 

(E. A. Dub(';rger, 18C4.) 
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I have the honor to transmit you a report of my lSurn'}, of the north 
east part of the township of Bourget, situated in the county of Chicoutimi. 

I wished to take an observation before starting, but the ','("eath,>r pre
vented me from doing so, and thus two (bys were lost in ullsnc""'ssful 

. waiting'. Owing to fog and bad weather, especially at night, during th" 
greater part of November, it took a long' while before \H' could determine 
the variation of the needle. 

Fortunately the line betwe~n the second and third rang'\':':, rnn in 
1864 by the late Edmond Duberger, P. L. S., was easy to follow, the post
being everywhere visible and in their original positions. 

I laid down my centre line at right angles with the said range liM. 
and, ill the course of my suryey, had no H'nson to rt'gwt haying done &0. 

The variation of the magnetic needle was 17 0 ullcorrccted. 

I prolonged the ninth range for a distalh'e of ",ix miles 0'1 a north ,'om",,, 
1411 45' east astronomical, with the variation above mentioned. 

The land thronghout the first three mill'''' is an uninterrupted SHeeTS

sion of small cliffs running from east to \w:-,t and diminishing in ext"ut 
from one range to the other. 

From the top of these cliffs, at an elevation measurill~' from olle hun
dred to two hundred feet, the view embrace:; the beautiful yalley of the 
river des Aulnets to the east and north eaf<t and that of the rin'r it l'()m", 
the latter extending north east and north west as far as th .. foot of the 
mountains, for a distance of twenty to t wenty-fi ve miles. 

At rig-ht angle with the centre line and on a course sonih j';jf) 1:,' "ast, 
I ran the range lines of the third, fourth, fifth, sixth, sf'Venth and eighth 
ranges of the township of Bourget, east of the centre line, to the western 
outline of t:limard, cutting the valley of' the river des Aulnets and that of 
river a l'Ours throughout their \vhole width. 

With the exception of the rocks on the third and on tIlt' fourth range, 
and of a swamp on the third range, all this land is adapted to farming 
purposes and would be very favorahle to settlers wishing to locate there 
immediately. The bush·fires, which have destroyed part of the forest, 
would permit of sowing even next spring' with ad ,'antage and this several 
settlers propose to do. 

I ran the main di,ision line of the township of Bourget, on a course 
north 70°.15' west, extending it to the ninth mile inclusively, and laying 
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off from the said line the lots of the north range from number one to 
thirty-eigh t. 

The reason why I made the division of the lots on this line is that it 
trayerses the finest land in the township and the most advantageous for 
the opening of a road. This diyision will moreover enable parties intending 
to take up lots in rear of the Bourget line, to guide themselves by the posts 
showing the course of the lots of the north range, pending the surveys, 
,yhich must ne('essarily be soon made, to promote the settlement of this 
fille distri..t. 

The lob in this range could not be made to front on the river des 
A ulner,.; and the ri nr a 1'Ours, because the east range was too short, and the 
two centre ranges too long and because the rocks on the west range, trending 
from south to north, cut the lots in such a way as to render communication 
hetween olle part of them and the other impos:,:ible. 

I It·nninated the diyision of the lots at number thirty-eight, because 
the grollnd to the web1 prcyented the continuation of this operation, the 
rod~s extendiu2,' as far ,18 lake Chabot, at the extremity of the eighth mile. 
I scaled this lake and ascertained that the land on its west side is superior 
hoth as regards snil and timber. :Splendid pine grovml surround this lake, 
and a dam has b!~ell built by the :"'18s8rs. Price to facilitate the getting out 
of logs by the ri \"81' des _1.. ulnets. 

I wa" unable to scale the rin'r a l'Ours, because the ice was not solid 
enough and the rapids, w hich occupy three quarters of the river, were still 
open wat,'r. However. I determined its true position by measurements 
and careful obseryations. 

There a1'<' wille splendid mill sites in the seventh range. A datU and 
slide haye be(;l1 constructed in the eighth range by the Messrs Price, in 
order to facilitate the descent of their timber. Several lumbering shanties 
are in operation this winter on the land in rear of the old line and of the 
west s':'ction of the townshi~) of Bourget. 

fhe tract or piece of land, comprised between the river des A ulnets 
and river a ruurs, in the fifth range, has been, in compliance with your 
instructions, datetl Jauuary 11th, l'f!:-;erved for a village site and offers all 
the advantage..; that could be d('-;irf~d for the perpose. A piece of land 
resern·d for a chapel, a school-house or for any other public building is 
always a \vi"e precaution whidl canU(lt {;lil to give good results in the 
future. 
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All this section of the township of Bourget, which I subdivided, is 
deserving in the highest degree of the attention of your department. 
Except in that part of the west range, where rocks crop up to the surface, 
and 011 a few lots in the east range, which is damaged by swamps to a 
certain extent, the soil is of superior quality, being composed chietly of 
grey, black and yellow clay in the valleys and of yello", .. sandy loam Oll 

the heights, the whole well adapted to cultivation. 

This tract of land is sufficiently large to form a parish and one of the 
best situated on the upper Sagnenay. 

Several settlers commenced clearings last year in the east range, from 
number eighteen to number thirty-one. Last spring some of them sowed 
different kinds of grain on these lots in order to test the soil and climate, 
and were fortunate enough to see the whole come to perfect maturity. 

(P.-H. DIIII/Ilis, March 24th, 1870.) 

III the part of Bourget, which I have just subdivided, the land is in 
every respect of the best quality, and the climate leaves nothing to be 
desired; as the frosts. which were felt in June' elsewhere, were not 
experienced here at all. Two hundred bushels of grain were sown this 
spring, and the harvest promises a good yield. A road open<>d by Govern
ment through this township would really be the salvation of the poor 
settlers desirous of locating there. 

(P.-H. Dumais, August 30th, 1870.) 

Township of Chamouchouan. 

After completingthe chaining of this part of the township of Roberval 
I proceeded to the seventh range of the township of Ashuapmouchouan, 
where I traced the central line between lots twenty-four and twenty· 
five and subdivided the seventh, eighth and ninth ranges. 

The soil in this part of the township is generally a yellow mould, with 
spots of gray and black earth here and there. 

8 
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The surface is in great part even, with undulations of the same cha
racter as in the townshIp of Rober val. There are no mountains, only a few 
rocky places. The rivers Iroquois and a rOurs, in wearing their beds down 
to the rock, have formed deep cuts such as are generally characteristic 
of the rivers of Lake St. John. There are sE'veral good water-powers and 
mill-sites 011 these rivers. 

All this country is well covered with growing timber of all sorts, suc;h 
as white spruce, balsam, white birch, cypress, poplar, red spruce, white 
pine, ash, &". A few elms and some young maples are also to be seen on 
the seventh and eighth ranges. 

I made the subdivision of the lots of the seventh and eighth ranges on 
the division line at the rear of the seventh range, giving the alignment ofthe 
sides of that line, in order to admit of the establishment of' a doubl" range, 
for which the formation of the land offers certain ad van tag""'. :\ 110ther 
double ran~e at the rear of the ninth range will facilitate the establishment 
of the first range in the adjvining township, where there are three more 
ranges of good land .. xtencling in real' of the township'" of' Ouiatchonan and 
Roberval. 

The department is probably aware that the H"verend Father Lacasse, 
O. M. 1., visited these lands last autumn with the view of establishing a 
new settlement. The account which he gave me of th .. 111 was very favor
able, confirming the information whir'h I had received from other sources 
and the impression which I had deriYed from my o'sn obsc:',-atiolls. 

I have the honor to inform you that a number of farmers h~1\-e already 
yisited this locality to select lots; they are nearly all men who have arrived 
at Lake St. John since last year. They propose to make dearillgs ned 
spring. 

With the aid of roads, which fortunately may be very easily made, 
these settlers will form the nucleus of a flourishing parish in these town
ships. Their names are entered on the specification of lots accompanying 
my report. 

(P-.T.-C. Dumais, 4th February, 1880). 



115 

Townships of Chamouchouan and Demeules. 

From the reports which, from time to time, I have had th(~ honor of 
addressing you, you probably have rem:uked the great exteut of arable soil 
in the townships of Ashuapmouchouan and Demeules. A-; regards the 
quality of the soil, nOlle can take precedence of the valley of the river 
Ashuapmouchouan. As in all other parts of the Sagnenay, clay pre
dominates. In some places. this clay is overlai(l with a layer of ~and. three 
or four inches deep; a precious element in many respects, psp !cially for the 
growth of wheat, which, in such lands, is never attacked hy the fly. 

The most btriking feature of the Ashuapmouchouan valley is that the 
land, though eX"I~edillgly well watered, is not broken by thp deep ravines 
steep rocks, &c., ISO c(,mmon in other p.nts of thp Saguenay ..\. t least, thre~ 
good parishes C:lll be formed in the townships of Ashnapmouchouan and 
Demeules, and I haye no doubt that they will be, if the Go\'ernment only 
seconds the eXf'rtions of the numerous settlers who inten(l taking that 
direction. From information obtained from ('ompetent pt'rsons as well as 
from a reconnai~lSaJlt'p, which I made myself to thf' north east of the river 
Ashuapmouchonan, I am inclined to belie\'e that there is a I'onsiderable 
tract of good land in that direction. The best proof of the exeelknce of the 
climate is supp] il~d by the success of the settlers actually established in the 
township of Roberya], adjoining the Indian resenTe. 

Last fall, for the first time, the thermometer marked as low as zero on 
the 16th October simultaneously at Roberval. where jt,"nr"nd Father Ber
nier, cure of the parish, resides. and at the extremity of the sixth range of 
the township of Ashuapmouchouan, where I was then encamped. The sum
mer temperature is about th,! same as that of Quebec, \vith this difference, 
however, that north east winds are little felt and are almost as mild as 
thoiie from the south west. The cold in winter is very intense, a circum
stance very probably due to the extensive tracts of burnt land situated to 
the north and Horth west. 

The sole means to develop the resources of this important part of the 
Saguenay is to ope11 roads firstly between Chicoutimi and the north west. 
ern part of Lake St. John, and later on, if the undertaking be considered 
practicable, between the Lake and one of the parishes ofthe county of Quebec. 

(P.-A. Tremblay, May 1st, 1862.) 
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Township of Charlevoix. 

After concluding my work in the township of Metabetchouan, I 
hastened to tht' township of Charlevoix, of which I was instructed to com
plete the survey, and arrived there on Wednesday, December 23rd. On 
Thursday, lJ'n'mber :25th, I sought my starting point between lots twenty
four and t w\'nty-fin\ on the line bet\veen the third and fourth ranges, 
which I laid out for a lii-tann' of ten lots alld continued on the thirty-tirst 
of December and vn the slTolld and third of J all nary, 1871, notwithstand
ing that I hall to mo\'e III y ('amp to the rear line of Charlevoix, a distan(;e 
of one hundred and forty-three chains and twenty·eight links from the 
projected lin" b"tween the fifth and sixth ranges. 

From th.> fourth 01 J alluary to the sixteenth of the same month, the 
weather continuing" fa\'orable, I was able, in spit,· of the great depth of the 
snow. to ("(nnpl!'te the :-;urvey of the line bet\V'~t>ll tilt' aforesaid ranges four 
and IiYe, I w:-\(II:':-; di yiding forty-three lots 11, the side line of Metabetchonan, 
to\\ards tht' <,;,,,t, and as far as the division line between the townships 
vi' Charieyvix and Robt:'rYal, towards the west. 

Thron:.dlc,ut this part, the land is comparatinly level, though the 
rocky and ~atldy soil :-;et:'med to mt' little suited to settlement, and the 
information. ",hich I got from lwrsons employed for some years in the lum
Iwring establishment;;. and who have traversed ~his region, has moreover 
\'onfirmed me in this opin\on. This information, coupled with what I per
:-;ullally acquired on my t'lllTey of the centre line, enabled lUe to judge that 
the sixth rallge hardly possesses auy land fit for settlement. Under the 
<"in'umstances, in the iuterests as well of culonization, as of the Department, 
I deempd it ad visable to refrain from continuing' this survey. 

(J..e. Dumais, 8th April, 1871.) 

Townships of Caron and Mesy. 

The soil, throughout the fifth and sixth ranges of Caron, east of the 
centre line, is very fayorable to the opening of new settlements, whilst on 
the west side ot the same line, and in the same ranges, it is very broken 
and rocky; the land, howeyer, is of good quality and the timber splendid. 

I extended the cen tre line on the sixth range, measured eighty chains 
and eighty links, and ran the rear line in order to divide ranges six and 
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&eYe!1, diyiding the lots on each side of the :,;aid ranges, intersecting the 
Quebec road three times on the west side, and Grossing the HebertviIle 
branch on the east side. Lot number one measures twenty-three chains 
and forty I inks. 

The land, to the east, is broken near tht' centre line; hut the soil is 
excellent along the whole line. On the west side, the neighborhood of the 
range line is rockv; but, at a little distan,';) from it. th,· rol'l..:~ disappear 
and the soil impro,-es considerably near the QLleh8 1 " road, whe:'e a. good 
part of the lots :Ire marked hy small clearings commeTI<'ed b":l fall. 

I continued the ",'ntl''' line on the s",-,'nth range, crossiwT the Quehe,· 
road at right angles at three-fourths of the depth. The soil IWl",' is leyel 
and consists of ydlow, grey and black loam of rrood quality, "o\,>red with 
fine timber such as grey and red spruce, black and white bin'h, pine, fir, 
ash, aspen and S lme cedar. At a depth of eighty L"hains and ,·jC!hty links, 
I ran the range liue across the whole width of the se\-enth and t'i~hth ranges, 
scaling Caribou Lake Oil the west side of the ""Iltl't~ lin!', and finishing 
number one on t he east side, with a width of t""'llty-six chains. This range 
is one of the finf'st ill this part of the township of Caran, \\'hether the 
nature of the soil or the facilities it offers to settlers by tilt' "p"lIing of the 
Quebec road bf' <,onsidered; it will soon bp im-aded by hardy pi ')H'crs. 

I llext ,~outinued the centre line on the eighth range, llw:1Slll'iag eighty 
chains alld eighty links. At the end of this line, I ran the l'an~'l' line 
between the eighth and ninth ranges, di,-iding tIlt' lots :dO'l.!.!.· the whole 
lint', scaling 1ak!"' ;';ai11t Jerom.>, west of the centn> line. Tili" Ld(t> , which 
is well stocked \\'ith fish, discharges its \\"atl'),8 by a hranch (If the ri',er 
Couchepegamish. Lot number one of this range m'·a~nr,·" Iw,·ldy-.,ight 
r.hains and fifty links in breadth and lot number t'ortY-"ix lll":t..;nres tWt·l,.e 
(·hains and twenty-fin links. 

East of thl' centre line, the soil is of bettl'r quality thin Oll the west 
side; however, there are splendid riYer bottoms along the Conchpegami'ih, 
which will mak.· fine farms later on. 

I completed my operations in the township of Caroll. hy ,·ontinuing 
the centre line:ls far as the upper range line of this tow ll!';hi j1, which I 
found at a depth of "t'Yt·nty chains and ninety-fi,.e link ... 

The land is generally level, and consists of yellow and grey mould 
mixed with rockE and covered with a fine growth of mixed timber. The 
view extends as far a'S Lac de la Belle-Riviere, which lies to the south ea!';t, at 
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about three-qu~rters of a mile from the range line and forms with la Belle
Riviere a large and important yalley, well suited for colonization. 

I deemed it ad...-i:"able to extend the grand line between the augmenta
tion of Mesy and lVIpsy proper, from the post marked number one, on the 
third range ",!'st, alld number one of the third range east along the same 
course as it follnws lower down, tha; is to say, on a magnetic course south 
by 32';' v,est, (nriation 170 ) and serving as the centre line for my operations 
in this towmhip 

I contilllwa this line to the depth of thp. fifth range, running- the 
separating lilll'" to the depth of the third and fourth ranges, dividing them 
on the west sid·> as far as the centre line of Caron, and on tho3 east as far as 
number hY"n I :-·~\·n·ll. inclusin·ly. 

After .'xploring all the part east of number twenty-six, [judged it 
advisable, from the inferior quality of the soil and the mountainous aspect 
of the COUlllry. to not continue my operations any further on that side; 
but I prololl:!"d the centre line to the sixth range to ascertain the quality 
of the land in th' rear. I found it suitable for cultivation and the formation 
of a double Llllg'" along la Belle-Rh'iere as far as the lake ofthe same name. 

I scalI'} by chaiuing lake ('amelin near the line of Caron, which is 
surrounded by fine land and famed for, the size and qU1.lity of its trout. 

Lots 11 umher one of the fourth and of the fifty ranges of Mesy are irrtl
gular on ;\'\'ount of the inclination of the outline of Caron. 

rfhe (1l1I·1uo;ion lo be drawn is that the land whirh I have just 
subdividel1, though not as rich and as level as that i,n thl~ first subdiyided 
ranges of t ili.- ! (j\Yllship, is yet of a superior quality for the growth of wheat, 
barleyallc jllJtatop,-; Timber of all kinds, such as is met in the other parts 
of the ~OHllty of Chicoutimi, is found here of unusual size and height, 
especially in the yall\')' of la Belle-Ri-dere and along its tributaries. Mill 
sites are llllllwrnu!', and timber suitable for building purposes is found every
where, not'.\'ith .. tandiug the lumbering operations of the firm of Price Bros. 

The 11.o11ntains and rocks inet with and whi.:h will be always barren 
monopoliz\' about one quarter of the area subdivided: but the timber with 
which they ar<' "oyered will more than repay the settler ior his trouble, if, 
profiting Ly the experience of past years, he exercises more prudence and 
discernmell t than others similarly situated haye done, by consulting his 
futUre interests before destroying the forest forever. 

(P.-H. Dumais, January 31st, 1871.) 
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Township of Dalmas. 

General Remarks on the Line between Ranges ~ and :3. 

From the river Moreau to lot 30 and from lot -! i to the Great Peri
bonka. the ground is absolutely fiat, withoul rocks, mountains or even 
undulations. From lot 57 to the Great Peribonka, yellow earth, and strong 
black loam; large growing timber of all kinds, spruce, balsam, white birch 
alder. From lot 30 to the Little Peribonka. a fiat and very irregular sur: 
face, strong first class clay soil, covered with fine timber, such as large 
aspen, ar;,h, birch, white birch, spruce and white balsam. 

The bush is open. Alders, hazel, currant and gooseberry bushes grow 
all over. The rivers Little Peribonka and Moreau have no bea,:hes. 

From lot 31 to lot 46, the land is a great barren swamp. At a depth 
of 10 to 15 inches, hard strong loam is found. This swamp is uniformly 
covered with small gummy spruces. 

The first range, a part of the second and a part of the third, on the 
plan, are of yellow loam or of black loam mixed. All drained by the river 
Moreau is of strong first class loam. 

Remarks 011 the Centre Line in tlte Stcond and First Ran{!"es. 

From the swamp to the Great Peribonka, the surface is fiat and without 
a rock; yellow soil, black soil and strong loam; fine growing timber: 
eypJetiS, spruce, balsam, white birch, &c. 

The banks of th ... ri,'er Peribonka are not steep; still they are 35 to 40 
feet high. 

At the point where the centre line intersects the river, the slope is 
precipitous and sandy. On this slope, the surface of the soil is perfectly 
smouth and the land :s good without obstacles of any kind except the 
swamp just mentioned. 

The Great Peribonka is a shallow river, with a width of nearly a mile. 
In some places, it is obstructed by sand banks. This river is navigable by 
schooners and steam boats as far as the first falls, 16 miles from its mouth· 
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Remarks on Range 6. 

Good strong loam and fine timher, white birch, balsam, spruc." except 
'VI here there are rock ledges, but these are not extensh-e ; strong loam, level 
and withont a single rock, fine timber, spruce, birch, aspen, &0. 

Relll(frk~ on the tOJioKraph!l f!( the land t ((/ UN8"r/ hI; the Centre Line. 

Apart from the swamp and the small rock ledg"s already indicated, in 
the sixth range, the land is Hat and of good quality. Strong or mixed 
loam. No rocks. The soil is excellent for cultivation. The timber is large 
and splendid. The rear ranges are better than the front ranges. 

The lalld trayersed by t.he line between ranges 3 and -1-, from the centre 
line to the Great Peribonka, apart from the swamp. is splendid. It is a 
strong clay loam, with a very le,'el surface. There are 110 rocks or moun
tains. Thl' timber is large and tall and still inclu<les some merchantable 
wood, although nparly all the pine and sprn .... hay" \)"'m "ut off. 

The land traversed betwe"ll rallQ.'t's -l and 5. like all the other land tra
versed from the beginning of the survey, is ab801utt'ly flat; there are no 
hills, undulations or mountains. This range is nearly all strong loam, 
without a single rock anywhprt-'. This magnificellt tract is generally and 
abundantl~' rovered with largo,; timber, consisting or white spruce, balsam, 
white birch, hirch, ash and aspen. 

On the soil, at the foot of these great trees, grow alders and currant 
bushes in many places. The ,'alley of th,~ ri ,'er Moreau is really magni
ficent in eyery resp'·'·t. 

Remarks on the Line between Ranges ;') and 6. 

From the centre line to the little river Peribonka, the ground is flat; 
yellow loam, black loam and strong loam. This part is not all first class. 
The growing wood is fine. The remainder of th .. range from the centre 
line to the Great Peribonka is composed without distinction of strong 
loam, very fertile and very flat. I could not find a :single rock on it. 
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General Rernm'ks on the land tmversed h.1J the C'ent1'e LIII.e he/foPI'll (llIlge, 6 and 7. 

In the first place, hert', as eyerywhere else on the sunrpy. there is not 
a single rock Strong loam almost without except jon, yery fiat, and conse
quently very fertile and advantageous. A stronQ' growth of timber of all 
kinds covers these fine lands, There is still a good deal of merchantable 
spruce, but the pine has all been eut off' by the {YIps,;]'s Prie,>. There is a. 
great deal of merchantable birch. 

This line, like thE' others already ,;nrnyed, tl';l\-ers'~s an extreme'ly 
fertile country, whose yalue is greatly cnhan,~ed by its timbE'r, 

Rernf/rk.~ nil the land fml'Prser/ h.1J the II/sf Rt/'I!:;>' Lilli'. 

In the first plaeE', no ro('ks. I dill not s,'e> one anywh",rl·. ,'x<,ept on 
three or four lots. No mountains eith<'r. ~oil generally blad;: loam; in a 
few places a little yellow loam. No sand. ~urfan' HaL Prc'-ailiug wood>! 
are whIte sprnce, tamarac, white birdl, balsam. aSl"·U. bil'l·h and ash. 
This rich land is the finest in the f.;agn<'II;t~- couutry. 

From the discharge of lake Morean on lot ::?-l to th,~ Ur.'aT. Peribonka. 
the land is generally fiat, of good quality, and fit for "ultivation; ~Towil1g 

timber of all kinds. 

(Geo.-B. dll Trefllh/rli/. ~t(t h (),- toher, 1:::;8K). 

Townehips of Dalmas and Taillon. 

I ha.e the honor to submit the following report tOll('hin!.!,· the lands 
sun-eyed by me to the north of Lake St .fohn, in the towl1"hip . .; of Dalmas 
and Taillon. 

The ground surveyed covers a snp,'rJi<'ie" of 3!1,H:)::? ;l1'r·'" and . ., ppr<'lw~ 
and is situated on the average latitude of -lS" -l5' and -til" -t;-,' longitude. 

I am happy to be able to inform you that thi" tral'!, locr··ther with the 
surrounding region, is superior to all the arahle land preyiously surveyed 
by me. I can state that, both in point ot richness of soil and extent, it is a 
marvellous country, superior to all the rest of the Lake ~t . .r ohn district; it 



is, perhaps, the most fertile and ad\rantageons section of the whole Province, 
and from it the Government may look for fine results in the development 
of colonization. 

It would be out of place to here enter into the details of the field book, 
reb tin to thl:' quality of the soil, timber, topography, &c., because the snr
face is uniformly flat, the soil a strong loam, and growing all 8uch large 
timber as is peculiar to a vegetable or alluvial soil. A small part, however, 
on the front of the township, as indicated on the plan, is of yellow mould. 
Here only, oil this space of ground, grow cypress and red pine in abund
ance and to a large size. The other woods, of which the forest is composed 
eVt'rywhere ,·l~e, are white sprut.:e, tamarat.:, black spruce, white balsam, 
which growl> ill cold, wet land, and another species of balsam (Pinus Lam
berlilla) w hi,·h at tains enormous dimensions. White spruce is the commonest 
'wood and frt'quently reaches 3.) iw'hes in diameter. There is a good deal 
of aspen and Canada poplar, in tIlP neighborhood of the Little Peribonka, 
which i,; of tine dimensions. 

The hardwood bush i~ compo~ed of enormous birches, white and red 
boaleall, ash, ,·herry, soft maple, blat k willow, &c. 

The larg ... treet-, of whiuh tht' forest is composed, are remarkably open 
but at their feet thm'e is a vigorous growth of currant, gooseberry 
and other small bushes. Fortunately, in pleasallt contrast with other parts 
of the Sag-uen::!y, fire has not yet l'lln through these fine forests. 

The merchantable timber, espt'dally the pine, has been cut off. I was 
Huprised to tind in the in terior and to the north of the township the 
remains of old lumbering l':;tablishments where there never seemed to have 
been any licell:"e granted for "nttil\~' the timber. 

I never ~ln" a lwtter watered country. There is a multitude of brooks 
and small rin'rs flowing oyer strong clay and in very low beds, but their 
banks are not ~teep and they have no beaches. The falls of the large rivers 
are capable of iurnishing extt'Jl~in hydraulic powers. 

This fertill', picturesque and prumising tract extends for about 45 miles 
to the llorth. I myself saw Lake :-:t. John 14 miles distant from where I 
stood, and tht' immense plain exteuds without a break in all directions as 
far as the eye Lan reach. We C<ln counL upon having an area of some 600 
square miles, to the north of Lake ~t. John, of perfectly level and fertile 
arable land, capable of forming fifty parishes. 
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I do not beliey\:, any minerals exist there. Neverthelpss, I rpmarked in 
the township of Taillon a bed of marl which appeared to me to b" valuable 
for agricultural purposes and as a substitute for plaster. In any case, 
immediate use can be made of it to whitewash building-"" both inside and 
outside. I noticed no limestone, but on the banks of the Great l'eribonka, 
there i,.; wme filll' building stone of a rare and beautiful color. Nearly 
everywherl' al~o there are sedimentary deposits, which would constitute 
good brick-making material. At river aux Cochons, there is an abundance 
of very fine clay and other refractory sediments suitable for the manufac
ture of a superior brick and common pottery. 

The dimate is magnificent, the vast surfa('e of Lake St. John playing 
an important role in modifying the temperature. Another cause which 
operates in favor of the temperatUle of this rpgion, from the standpoint of 
the rip\:'ning of cereals, is the length of the days in summer. 

The leugth of the days in summer increases with the latitude in the 
follovl'ing proportions: 

Latitude Longest days Longest nights 

45° 15. 6 hours 8. -1 hours 
50" 16. 3 " 7. 7 " 
55° 16. 3 6. 7 
600 18. i o . n " • J 

From this table, it will be readily noted that to the n~rth of Lake St. 
John, in latitude 48° -1:5', the summer days are longer by about ~::l minutes 
40 sel'ollds than at Quebec in latitude _HjV -It)'. 

~ll<'h is the Gharader ot the climate and the fertility of the soil of this 
vast regioR ot Lake St. .T,ohn that it should become a great colonization 
centre, especially with the aid of the new railway and a ste~lmboat perform
ing a regular service on Lake St John. 

(Geo.-B. tln Tremblay, 25th October, 1:::137.) 
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Township of Delisle. 

HaYing given you an account of my proceeding!;, I will now make a 
few remarks on the topography of the country, the quality of the soil and 
the hest way to promote colonization in that section of the Saguenay. 

From the starting point 01' the line b~tween the townships ofTaehe and 
Delisle, on the north bank of the Grande Decharge, as I have already 
remarked in detail in my field hook and report of progress number one, 
the surface in general is broken. The great number of streams which 
I intersected in my way accounts for the uneyenness of the surface and for 
the same reason the soil is remarkably good and arable; I do not think it 
worth while to take the few rocky sections in that part of my survey into 
consideration, because they ar.' all detached from each other, few in number 
and of very small extent, lea"ing the land throughout in all respects free 
and easy to cultivate. 

This topographical des(Tiption will answer from the bank,; of the 
Grande Deeharge to the vicinity of the sixth mile post, after which the soil 
is poor, being composed of coarse white sand and a few swamps, with the 
exception of the piece of land in the vicinity of the Ridere au Brocher, the 
banks of which are wooded with large' and tall mixed timber and the soil 
composed of clay. The merl'hantable timber whif·h was abundant some 
years ago has since been cut and removed. 

Along the rear line of the township, the country has ill general a more 
even surfar:e, but the land cannot be recommended, with the exception of a 
few narrow strips, as it has a sandy soil and grows nothing but cyprl's,;. 
black and grey r-pruce and dwarf white birch. 

The surface alollg the lIIa;n west line of the towllship of Dt'li~l,· is 
broken up by deep gullies, hut the soil is of the richest kind, being com
posed of finE' clay with a :;:light mixture of marl, which may b .. termed 
excellen t arable land, except ill the yicinity of the north west angll> of the 
township where the soil is ('ompletely destitute of all vegetation saw on a 
few spots on which stunted hlaek and whitt> spruce and white piue of 
inferior quality preyail. 

The description of the country along the west line of the towllship 
does not vary much; it is generally uneven. The soil is composed of fine 
clay with a marl sub-soil, the timber consisting of fir, black and white 
birch, brnshwoorl of all descriptions, including a mountain covered with 



a~h. merchantable spruce, and white pine particularly on thp high spots on 
ea,:h side of the stream which I crossed. I alsu came across some detached 
rocks on thi:-; line. but they are of very little consequence as they :tfi~ few in 
number, s,'atttc'rtc'd. and take up only a very small area of land .. 

. h 1 appru<whed the (frall,l,' Ih'\'har~"~ with the lint', I cru:>";'ll certaill 
trad:-, which \,'PH' wooded ",ith !!othing bnt ,'edar of a large "iz.'. but too 
crooked to 1", valuahle. 

Tht' island of Alma i:-; one or till' nne:;t parts of the County of UhiGou
timi; it i;; in ~"'llI'r:d low alld thickly woodt-d with large and lofty mixed 
timber. the soil ill g'l'nt-ral ht'ing a ridl loam with a slight mixture of 
clay. It is my firm opinion that tht>re are not two hnndred acrelS of waste 
land on thi" i"land. Yet "'ith all tht' . .;" advantages it will not hI' inhabited 
for some y,'ar:> on :W.'·'>Ullt of the ditfi"nlty of thp ,·ommnni,·utiow.; by the 
Grandt' I le"lIar!,!"', whil'il is difficult and toibnlll'" particularly when the 
water is hi!,!'h, <I" is ~'ellt'rally th,· ,·a",· after a I'ouple .. 1' clays' rain. 

A:s for the jopl)~Taphy of tht' interior ,)t' tlli' township of Delis!", it does 
not differ much from that on lh,' main lilli·. 

Tht' "ountl'y 011 t':leh "ill,· or the line di\'iding' ranges A and one has a 
rolling . .;urfaGe, exct'pt in the vicinity of tht' Gl':mde Dechargt', where there 
are a fpw roeks. Tht' "olllltry slopes irregularly towards the south west. 
The soil is ('ompol';d of loan, and the timbt'r "ullsists of black and white 
birl'h, ~pn1l',', and fir, all large and lofty. Wht~l1 I sun'eyed thi:s part of the 
town:ship, :S"attered white pines \'One Yl·t to hI' st'en, but they h:l\(' since 
heell r,·moy,·d tn lnml"·!'I·r,,. 

The ('oun t ry tra \'t'rsed by the line di viding rangelS Olle and two from 
nnmbt'r one to number fourt, f'1l dot's not differ from that latterly described; 
it is uneven irom number one to number fourteen. The neighborhood of 
the Grandt' IIl·,·harg·p explains this unevenness of the snrface. but the soil 
is of a superior quality and suitablt' for agrinllture. 'I'lli' timb,~r is large, 
loft v and mixt:'J. 

The country "ru";"I,t! by th,~ lilll':> of ranges two and three auLl three and 
four is of tlll' same descriptioll. 'l'he surface ilS generally uneveu, parti
cularly in the yicinity (If ri\'t'r Mistock and rh'er it la Pipe. Th" timber is 
larg~, loity and mixed. The soil ilS loam p.xct'pt at the bottom of gullies 
where it is blue clay. The western part of ranges one and two from 
lot number thirty-three to forty-nine crosses a conntry well suited for agl'i-
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cultural purposes. Many white pines of good q u:tlity are to be SPE'1l on 
both sides of the line and the ~oil does not differ from that already uescribed. 

The immediate borders of the north bank of the Grande Decharge are 
high and rocky from number onl' to number ten. Briefly, the banks vary 
in height from number one to forty-nine; in some parts the appearance is 
poor. but it changes and is of a Iktter quality at some uistance to tIll' north 
of the bank. 

The small islands, with the t'xception of number one and uum b,,1' eight, 
furnish fine tracts of land and are generally low and wooded with black 
and W· hit.~ birch, fir, spruce all,l brushwood; the pine still remaining is of 
inferior quality. The best mode of disposing of these islands woulu be to 
sell one or two to applicant.~. Island number one, the largest of the small 
islands, is thickly timbered with cypress, spruce, fir and red rine, besides 
(·nough goud whIte pilW to mak.' a thousand or more logs. The hanks are 
generally rocky and high. The island itself is of wry uneYen surfa'~e and 
it is very :-eldom that it is a'·'·"l'sihJ... Island number eight i~ utterly worth
less, being composed of a poor sandy soil. The island in the south channel 
or La Petite Decharge at the ht·ad of the slide is partly I'ultivated by 
Damase Boulanger, slidl~· keeper; one half of the island is rocky and waste 
land. The said Damase Boulanger claims as squatter about two Jots of 
land or. ('ach side of 1 he prolongation of the lilW bet wepn t he townships of 
Signai anu Labarre, upon which he ha~ raised a goou <TOp of harley, peas 
and hay; the climate after this tl'~t (:aH be c.:til"ll fay,)[";t:)lp for a~rif:ulture. 

Both the Perite and the Grande D0,·harg'u off8r a gTeat ad\'untage to 
settlers by the quantity of fish of difl8rent r-;l't'ci,:,s which abound in their 
\\'ater~, such a,; pike. ollnnaniche and pickerel, &~ .. , &c., particularly about 
the island Oil the borders of Lab- St. John. 

(Edmond Duberger, 2!1th April 1861). 

The soil of this t0wnship is~omposed of strong yellow mould, with a 
clay sub-soil, \\" hich forms first q nality land. There is a spruce grove along 
the centr(~ Jine. at the depth of rang~s four alld fin', on a part of range six 
and on the line of range six. This spruce gro\'e stretches O\'er a dozen lots 
of range Se\-ell, \\" hich are swampy. The remainder of the grounu is very 
good and altogether free of rocks. No ash could be found to make boundaries, 



and the pieces of crockery are under the posts, at the spots wlwrt' there 
should be boundaries, according to instructions. 

There are some very heavy gullies along rivers aux Harh. des Chicot" 
and Mistock. The rest of the land is very level. 

1'h0 soil is WOOded with balsam, white birch, SI)I'\I"I'. &" .. hut th,,1',' is 
no pine remaining. 

The area of the ground surveyed is li,500 ~VT,'.'. 

(Wi/iiI/III 1'remblr'I!, 1::-;86.) 

Township of Deme,lles. 

I ha\-e the honor to submit the following report on the topography or 
ranges 5, 6 :md 7 of the township of Dempnles, which I ;;un-eyed ar"of(lilll,\ 
to your insbuctions. 

Distant four miles only from the p;1rish chmch of:-'t F'-'licien, with an 
outlet also on two summer roads, these t.hrt·~ rang-"s; form 0111" of th" most 
central and advantageous localities. 

Th .. central part, however, which includes about olle-third ot the 
surveyed area, is almost unfit for agri"n1tural purpost's. heing stony and 
rocky. 

The first part, shown on the plan, is not what mi~ht hI" Galll',1 hilly, 
though very irregular, with a full-growth of small cypn',-;,;, red birch, wild
cherry and other stunted shrubs. At the best, it could only lw dasse(l 
as wood land. 

The second part, shown on the plan as a subdi vision of the first, is :1. 

burnt tract of land, unfit for Gulonization and valneless, at least for the 
presen t. 

The north-east, north-west and south-east parts, being the two-thirds 
or remainder of the area surveyed, are of a superior and rich clay 
soil, more especially the north-west portion which is also very level and 
without any obstructions to colonization, besides being covered with a 
nriety of timber. 
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White :>pruct:' is abundant and can be converted into merchantable 
timber. l'ypr,'ss is large and plentiful and can also be advantageously used. 

To sum up, the two-thirds o~ the land surveyed are of good quality and 
fit for colonization purposes, while the remainder is not. 

(G. B. tI/i Tremblay, Odober 12th, 1885.) 

Township of DeQuen. 

The part I)f tht:' township of DeQuen which I surveyed, ill rear 
of the fourth rall!,;". lwt \H'.'n lake B()uchette and the Metabetchouan river, 
ha:,- a superti"i.·" of' :).5.8j!1 ,(t'res, 

I am happy (II iniorm you that this township of about 100 square 
mil.,s j", ;(" a \\'h.,l.· adap(.·tl to culti\ratiou, wooded with fine timber, and 
sale,d.J" at' farm Int~ 

n~lllg"" A, Hand C. a part. of the fifth range in the valley of the Meta
betchonun riypr and :1 portion of ranges eight, nine, ten, eleven, twel\re, 
thirteell and fourteen. as indicated in yellow on the plan, are extensive 
tral'1,; of fir,,( ,.j:N" ,.;(rong day soil, without any hurtful obstruction what
eyer. There ar" \lI' ro.·k"" hills or mountains. 

The re~idue of 1 he township, shown in red on the plan, is generally 
;(>:llP()H~d of ]',wky y"llo\\, loam, frequently broken by irregularities or small 
l't",k ledges; bllt tllP';" only occnpy a small space. ~evertheless, I can 
recommend this part <I:> sufficit:'ntly good to lw sold advantageously and 
without los", 

A third part, comprising about a twenty-fifth of the survey, being cut 
up by a sU'Tt'SSiOll of mountains and steep, bare rocks, is consequently 
unfit for tillage, as tht' whole appears in detail on the plan. 

This to"'llship is ,'o\',.'rl:'d with fine growing timber of all kinds. There 
are, however, three hoi/,;s, which figure 011 the plan in all their proportions. 
There i", a cOllsiderable quantity of large merchantable white spruce in the 
two valley::; of arable laud illdieated in yellow. I also noticed the presence 
of a11 the :-iagwmay woods, which only grow on the best lands. 

The second class of land, represented III red, is wooded with the follow
ing timber in the order of their abundance: balsam, white spruce, tamarac, 
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white and red bouleau, birch, ash, common alder, mountain ash, black 
E'pruce, red ash, S"Yamp ash, black ash, yellow birch, cherry, Canada pop
lar, red pine, cypress, soft maple, hlack willow and aspen. 

About 10,000 spruce lugs ,,,,ere ,·ut this winter (ltl~')-:-;ti) by jobbers 
inside the outlines of the to\Vlll'hip, and as much more S<:lems to have been 
removed in pre\·ion:-; years. As these lands are not under license, the wood 
ranger in charge of the division must hay,· informed you of the fact. 

This township j" watered by the ri\"er Metabetchouan, the river Noire, 
the rin~r it Prudent, the Noi"y rivt'r, (Qlli /Ilene du tmin), lake :-'t. Paul, and 
by "e\"eral splendid brooks. There are several mill sites on the Metabet
chollan river. The lakes generally abound in fish. Their waters are pure 
and they o,·C'upy a total sUlwrfi(~it's of 917 acres, 3 roods and ;3:-; perches. 

Th" I->lluatt,>r., who have made some clearings at the depth of the 
fifteenth range, as well as the settlers on the banks of lake Bouchette, 
speak favorably of thl' climate. 

'l'his tract, whiL:h is adnally the most important of the entire valley of 
Lake St. John, by reason of its position on the line of the railway, will 
before long be a centre of settlement on account of the railway. 

(Geo. B. DztTremblay, 26th June, 1886.) 

I have the honor to present the following report as an accompaniment 
to the final report of the survey of the ranges eight, nine, ten, eleven, twelve 
and thirtt't'n of the township of DeQuen. 

These six ranges are the finest of the township and represent a total 
superficies of 1,484 acres, including the space occupied by the lakes, which 
amounts to 1,654 acres . 
• 

TOPonRAPHY AND SOIL 

I am happy to inform you that this part of the township is composed 
of vegetable !ioil well suited to tillage and wooded with all the kinds of 
timber that grow in the Saguenay region. 

The greater part of ranges eight, nine. ten, eleven, twelve and thirteen 
is generally composed of strong loam or other fertile vegetable soils. There 

9 
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are a few rocks in some places; but there are no moulltains or any other 
obstruction. The ground is level or rolling. 

The rest of the subdivided ground is rocky, with a '~·,~n,·rally poor soil. 
composed of yellow mould mixed with sand or gray mould. This part is 
somewhat obstructed by small rock ledges. The mountains are few and 
small. I recommend, however, this last part as capable of bt'ing advan
tageously sold to ~l't tlers. 

A third part, comprising about one sixteenth of the surveyed area, is 
broken by steep and barren rocks, and seems unfit for tillage. 

FOREST AND \Y ATER COURSES. 

All this tract is wooded with a rich growth of timber. I noticed some 
fine white spruce groYt's, which might supply several lumbering establish
ments durin!! st'nral winters, especially along the riYer a Prudent and 
the ~Idalwtchouan river, where jobbers cut about 10,000 logs last winter, 
although the land was not under lil"ellse. 

I found two hrttlrs, which, like all the other topographical debils. 
appear on my plan. 

The forest fires which rage from season to seaSOll "anse more destruc
tion and do more d:lmage to the Saguenay country than does the lumbering 
industry. The frequency of these firt's has also for injurious rt'sult to des
troy the organic matter in the soil. 

This part of the township of DeQuen is watered by the river a Pru
dellt, the river Qui /IIelle rill train, by lakes a la Passe, aux Rats, au Portage, 
a ~Iorlll, a OuiLOuche, aux Cariboux, Long and St. Paul and by several 
brooks which traverse it in all directions. The banks of these lakes :lnd 
ri,ers are low. 

When these lands are offered for sale, it seems clear tha t they will 
be readily taken up by settlers, the qualities of the soil and forest, as well 
as the position on the line of railway, assuring this result. 

(Geo.-B. ,III Tremblay, 7th August, 1886] 
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Township of Dolbeau. 

The followinu: remarkt; apl,ly to the rt-'sUfyey of Point Phibollka, that 
is, the latter part ('omprised between station 51 and station 7!1. 

The banks of the river are e,'erywhere low and consist exclusively of 
strong loam. They are co,'ered with spruce, fir, elm, ash, aspell, black and 
white birch, &c. Not a single ro(:k is seen, and the ground, which is fiat 
and level, is of grl'at ,'a1tH' for agricultural purposes. 

The forest is splendid. In the last mentioned part of my survey, I 
specially noticed a great quantity of spruce, suitable for logs; also some 
pine. I saw no mountains. 

The following remarks apply to the scaling of the Mistassini river, 
which is included between the centre line and the township of R'l(·ine. 

Its banks, gen,·rally low except opposite the Grosse Isle. consist of 
strong loam. The finest forest covers both shores. I saw a great quantity 
of white pine on the right bank. and one spot, near the (·entre lim" is lite
rally covered with the same 

Spruce is foulld eyeryw here, but not ill great abundance. 

This place, though not quite as good as the township of Dalmas, is 
very well adapted for colonization. 

N either rocks nor mountains are to be SCl'll. 

The io!lowing notes apply to the resurvey of ranges 2, 3, 4 and 5 of 
the townships of Dalmas and Dolbeau. 

The banks of the river are low and wholly of strong loam. There 
is not a single rock, so that, considering the fertility of the soil, this river 
may be !!taid to trayerse one of the finest regions iu the world. 

The forest is fiue and abundant and composed of elm. ash, Canadian 
aspen, poplar, currant-bushes, large black birch, white birch, &c., &c. 

Altogether this is a very picturesque place, and farm lots are greatly in 
demand at the present time. 

(G. B. du 1remblay, May 2nd, 1888). 
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Township of Dufferin. 

The land opened up hy tIw rear line is of good quality, generally 
level and the soil composed of a stitf ..Jay ('o\',>red here alld there hy yellow 
mould. It is also .·qually good in the ;-,th. IHh and 7th ranges. tothe north 
west of th., ""lltraJ lilll·. Tht' !o!T()wth of timh'r, hoth hard and soft, in 
thes,' rall!!',·". i" from :2:, to :\n Y"al''' old. Thl' oJd trunks of trl:'E'S found in 
ditj;'rpnt pia",·" pro\',' that all tiw>;,' Ialllb w,·r,· originally riehly wooded in 
hard and "oft timber nl' len!!'", di!Jlension:,;, th,' ",un,· a~ 011 the lands traversed 
h\' Ih.· lilll'" drawn 011 the opposit.> "ill" of' 1111' ""lltraJ lilll', where the fires 
haye Illd r,·,l..!},·d. 

\YiJd I'ruit tn>ps al'e found f'\'"ry when" "ud} a:,; .. herry, ('urrant and 
Wll1,'. 1:",1'" ,'onld 1}1' opPIlPd throug-h all tlw ra1l!!',':'; protitably, 

I would h.·n· "U!o!'!!"''''~ I hl' illllll,·diak IIp '!lill!!' or a r,,;(11 on the l'oentral 
lilll" "tarli1l!! l'rnm th.· Riv,'r ('h:tmlln,'hona'i III t1lP r,'ar lin.>, ttl facilitate 
lh",dtl"III"llt of'lh,·",,' rall~""; a larg-,· numbr "f sl'tll,~}'" from hert' and 
,·I",·\\'I1<'},'· ar.· \\'aitill!!' the oj)'!llill!o!' "j' th,· rel:,,1 to "..ttll' there; its opening, 
\"ith th,· additioll (,j' ;1 road al"Il!!' th,· front of th,~ township, would allow 
mor,~ than :\1111 j"lmili,'" to ,,,·ttl,· immediately. Th,·y could locate themselves 
,Ill 1I)t~. th,' ,~"il "I' \Yhi.-.h i" tilt' rid}p~t that ('an b" found, level, free from 
1'0..].;". 11'''\'''I''~''11 111 all di}"'dion" by "trealll", and Plljoyillg a climate 
'lljWl'j"r to that "I' any I')"ality near Lak":-'I JOhll, 

L;t!;:'· " .\\'itoudw ., ahound" in 1i"h, "111'h a,.; the" \Vitouche," white 
li~h :lIld ,I"!i('iulIo; trout. The ":till" I'l'lllark" apply to the other lakes where 
trout j" Ill"},,, "hUlI(lallt and sUjwrior in qnality 

(}ood lllil! _"itt'" :t}',. to. h,' found Oil that parI of thl' river .. au Dore " 
\\ bidl inlprf'Pt'I:; till' r,'''''I'\',', 

Throughout tIl<' whole ,'nnr,~.~ of my survey, I found the land through 
~Yhidl I han' run lines to be eXl'ellent. being t'yery where a good stift 
mould often o\"erlying' a lay,~}' of rich yello"",, mould o\'er day, and in some 
place" a laypr of ,oar,," sand (,\",,1' day. En>l'y where the land is level and 
f}'.'.> from rod;l', 

I ('ol1sider thi" township to h.! "uperior to all the others ill this terri
i.-,ry, as regards soil and dimatl'. The lands are covered with hard and 80ft 
wood of good growth, birch, elm, ash, poplar, spruce, fir and some pine, 
",hpl'ever the fire has not passed. Part of the 4th range, hetween D~meules' 
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line and the central line, is composed of very rich soil, composed of a layer 
of sand, lying on day, covered again by black mould, free from rocks. 

The first range and part of the second and third ha"e escaped the 
fire Ilearl y to their whole depth. Fire has devastated certain parts of the two 
latter ranges in the vicinity of the De8meules line, as also S)tn.> large areas 
tra,ersed by the line of the 3rd range, from the river ~I()uka. as far as lake 
Dufferill. 

As I have already stated, the dimate of the township ofDlllferin is finer 
than that of all the other townships near Lake ~t. .Tohn, frosts o~'~'urring 
later in the autumn. 

That part of the River Chamouchouan, called Pimonka. abounds in 
fish, of eight diffprent species, viz: salmon, trout, dore, white fi,:h, carp, 
loach, pike, and p"\"'h The trout espel·ially is of superior quality, ahundant 
and large, measuring from ::!o to 30 inches ill len!;th ; it is called :Vlingour~he 
by the Abellaqui Indians. 

The islands in this township marked A, B, (' are "o\',_'red in the 
spring and when the water is \'ery high, 1'hpy, as also D and E, are \-"ry 
well adapted for ,·uitiYation. 

The most fa\'orable site for a villa!:!,'.' would be 011 th ... front of the 
eleventh range, h.,tween ranges 1 and :2. " 

(C.J-edeon Gagnon, 25th Marl'h and 17th .T nly, 1879.) 

Township of Ferland 

The part of the township of Ferland, which I subdi"ided illto farm 
lots, hal> a totall',uperficies of :?G.::!no a .. re8. This township li,~:s on the shores 
of Ha ! Ha! Bay, at a distaw'e of six miles from the yillag'e of G-rande Baie
and at an elevation of about 500 feet over the level of Ha ! Ha 1 8-IY· 

Geologically speaking. the land in the township of Ferland has much 
resemblance to th" townships of Bagot and Chicoutimi, that i,; to say, it i,., 
generally very hIlly and broken. Nnmerous rock summits aI',> ;net. with 
especially along the :::1t. Urbain road. 'l'hese summits naturally ellcl'oach 
upon the arable land. In my opinion, the proportion of arable or valuable 
land in this part of the township is about 7.5 per cent. 
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The soii, generally, is a heavy yellow loam, of excellent quality and 
sometimes mixed n·ith yellow and gray sand. As far as I could judge, the 
subsoil is generally sandy on the heights and clayey in the river ,"alleys. 

The ranges east and west of the bras Hamel will be the first settled as 
they are the most fayorable. At the time of the survey, from 40 to 50 lots 
had alrt-ady heen marked out by proprietors at Grande Bay and St, Alphonse. 
As these demarkations were only the beginnings of clearings, ill some ins
tances

1 
or con:-;isted merely of posts or blazed tre('s in others, and as to make 

an exact report, it would have been necessary to fraction the lots, I deemed 
it advisablt' not to pay any attention to them and this, with the consellt of 
the prol'rjptor:;;, whom I ad,rised to wait and purchase regular lots as soon 
3:;; they \\','f(' offered for sale, 

Au old lllmbpring road follows the bras Hamel; hnt it has become 
much d,'ll'liorated by time. Nevertheless it furnishes a good commencement 
for a road ",hidl the Government might complete for a relatively trifling 
sum. This road would conned with the St. Urbain road at about 20 chains 
from th .. to\\'Il-hip of Bagot. 

At ~t Alphonse and Grande Baie thp,re is a marked movement in favor 
of settlill~ hoth sides of the bras HameL but the settler::; are waiting until 
the Govprument comes to their aid in opening their road. 

All th!> I';outhel'll part of the township of Ferhnd, frJlU the Ilorthtlrn 
lint' of Hoil"au to lot No. -! 1, is wooded with fine growiug timber, sound 
and rem:1] kably 101lg' and straight. An inspection alone of this splendid 
forest gi \'pl'; nnmistakeablt' evidence of the h-uitfnlness of the soil. The 
pre\'ailillg' :-;p •• "j •. :-; are bouleau, aspell, balsam, f:ypress, bir0h and ash near 
the rivers, The tr!'l'S generally measure from 10 to 30 inches in diameter. 
From lot -HI to the ~outh "ast line of Bag-ot, the hush has been burnt over 
about b\ ellty years ago; the new growth is eomposed of bouleau, aspen, 
cypress, ,'h\'ITY, willoW', &c, 

Thl' firm of PriGe, Bros. & Co, cut off and remon~J. all the merchantahle 
timber hom thi:-; ground some veal'S ago; but the young growth can still 
furnish" qll.antity such as asp"n, bouleau and ~prnl'e. allr1 the manui'acture 
of this timh .. r would materially hplp the settlers, 

Mr. JO,",,'ph Pilote has on his farm 011 the :-;t. Urbain road a teua.nt 
named Fraw;ois Gauthier, who has erected a steam saw mill to cut the 
bouleau into spool woud. This mill has been in operation for the last two 
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years, and Mr. Gauthier is doing a large business. ~1r. Gilbert Lavoie is to 
construct, in the course of the summer, another saw mill on one of the 
splendid water powers of the bras Hamel. 

(Elz. Boivin, 11th M:lr, 1887.) 

Township of Jonquieres. 

The pre\'ailing characteristics of this reO'ion are O'enerally of a fayorable 
'"' '"' . 

kind, with the exception of a few rocky spaces where vegetation was partly 
destroyed by new and old fires, viz: in rear of the lots between number 
thirteen and. number eighteen, in the eighth range and from the southwest 
bank of Riyiere-aux-:-lables, also ih the eig-hth range, to the vicinity of the 
lakes. The remainJer of the land crossed by the range line j:-; g'ood in every 
respect, although it "ontains a narrow strip of sWamp which could easily 
b·' dralm,d, 

The timber cOllsists of white birch, white spruce, fir, with some 
tamarac and brush-wood. There are a few maples, but for, ~otl1e unknown 
reason, they are sapless and dried up. All through Saguen:ly and Ohicou
timi, the maples are affected in like manner. 

The soil consist:-; of an excellent yellow loam with a rich grey sand on 
the level part~ of th,' valleys as well as in the neighborhood of streams, 
'whose banks are lillt'd with alders. 

Th~ land i" ri"\i clayey or marly and very well adapted to farming 
purposes. The region crossed by the diyision line, hetween the eighth and 
the north ranges, is g-enerally hilly, but the soil and timber are as good as 
the above. These r,'marks can also be applied to the south east side of 
the river. which offers all the adnmtagt's capable of re\Y;m]in~ the arduous 
lahors of a courageous settler. 

If we canjllti!,!'" from the great numbers of lumbering roads and the 
prodigious q uantiti,':-; of pine stumps, this region must formerly have been 
v"ry rich in pine. However, considering the large quantity of inferior pine 
still remaining, the inhabitants from a far or neal', who possess a fair amount 
of (~ourage and pati"llce, will still be able to proc'nre some, by g'oing from 
one old lumber shauty to the other, whieh would be of great assistance to 
those who&e IIlt'an,.; are limited. 

(Edmond A. Duber!fer, 1865). 
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Townships of Labarre and Kenogami. 

I have the honor to trallsmit you my report of the survey of the arable 
part of the residue of the township of Labarre, as well as of the subdivision 
of a part of thp, ranges north and south of the township of Kenogami, 
executed in ('ompliance with your instrndion:,; of Sept.~mher 2nd, 1871 

At fifty ,'hains from the first mile of the s,'\'l'nth nmge, the land, which 
in that part is of good agricultural quality, suddenly "hangle's and presents 
nothing but denuded and barren rocks, the fire whl"h has ravaged the 
whole of thi" region having, at the same time, destroy,'d all power of Vt'ge

tation. Thp desert Greated by those conflagrations allows the eye to take 
in ~eyeral miles presenting everywhere the same appearance of sterility. 
Convinced that to pursue explorations any further would be a useless out
lay for your department, the land being' unfit for ",'ltl"ll1"nt in this direc
tion, I stopp\·d work there, and continued til<' snn'''y of the line run 
between lots ,'i~'hteen and nineteen during' the original SUlT"y. 

Except I he three·qnarters of til<' eighth rang'~ and "ome small strips of 
fertile soil, th,' .. entral line presents througout nothiug but lan,l unfit for 
cnltiYation, and broken by rocks whil'h the fire has sw,'pt of all vegetation. 

Disappointed in the hope of finding, on this sid". a gooi "p:we of land 
sufficient to ,,'arrant my survey and the snbdivisioll ,,1' tIl<' remainder of 
the township of Labarre, I hastened to terminate th.· sUlTey of the line 
between the ranges six and sen.'n as far a:-; the inler,,:,·,·tion of the rang,· line 
of the SaguPll:lY range, south t'a~1 of the Grande Deeltarg •.. 

On the :-;aturday and Monday following, I fillish,'J tlw subdi\'ision of 
this range, ".,mmencing at the c .... lllr.·line and going 011 :to.; far as tht' Sague
nay range. 

Starting from nnmbpr one of the front line, th!' land is of good agri
clllturai quality, timbered with fir, white birdl and spru·:e, as far as uum
ber seventeen, where it become rocky and very broken anti altogether uufit 
for settlement. At the twenty-fifth lot, it again chall~"'''. The soil here IS 
of the best quality and covered with a rich vegetatioll, continuing thus as 
far as the ~a!'!'l1t'nay range. 

Encouraged by such good land, I pushed 011 a line of exploration in 
the dir~cti?n of the al.ignment~ bet~een lots twenty-six and twenty-seven 
for a mIle m depth WIth the mtenhon of subdividing the arable part on 
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this side, ho'never small it might prove ; but I was not luckier than before, 
seeing which, I decided to suspend my survey altogether in the township 
of Labarre, 

I engaged a man to show me some traces of the lines hetween lots 
nineteen and one of the south range of Kenogami, which was to be my 
base line for the sur\ey, which I wa" about to undertake in this part of 
the township. 

In this tract the I>oil totally devoid of vegetation, in ,;(IIN'quenee of 
the firJs which have alternatf'ly ravaged this part of the conntry, is rocky, 
presenting here and there some strips of Q'ood farming land, but which ;u<" 
too small. 

I scaled lake Kenogami and rail a perpendi"ular of about one 
hnndred and se,'en ty chains and forty Ii !lb, calculated tor llitf,·rc'!l<".· of 
latitude and departure. Having only s 'aled the Kenogami I'o'[(l, which 
follows the banks of the lake, and taken a ,'ulI>;i,it'rable tim.· whi,·h the bad 
quality of the land was far from jnstil\'ing. I subli,';ded th" l"b by 
following the banks of the lake, placing onl y a single post t<> ,'orn,,,polIll 
with those put down at the depth of the ",.,uth range durill!.!· th.> original 
survey. I scaled the lake also on the sam ~ day, makin~' at 'lll"" a partial 
subdidsion of the lots to numbers sixt.>,'n and s,'\'puteell. wlwre I ran a 
trial-line as far as the interseetion with th· old lin" of tilt' road, at thirty "ix: 
chains and thirty links from the banks or t h,' lake_ Th·· land along thi, 
line h'ls no agrieultural \'ahw whatever and i" totally stripped of C!'l'uwill!..!' 
timber, except near the post marked f;n:t""ll and :-;"\-entl">ll, when' the 
humidity of the soil has protected it a!.!'ain"t th.· ra,«!!p,; "r thl' bush
fires, 

I subdivided twel ve other lots, in t h,· nHtnllt'r a boy,' iudi. '~lIed, and 
then moved camp three miles more to th., t'ast, to lot nUllllwr thirty-se,'en. 

I succeeded in clearillg up a trial-line run in the original sur,'ey, 
which I measured for fifty chains and fonr links as far as the pn·;,;ent Keno
gami road, as appears by the old division po,.;t" and the ali!:!'llmpnt:-; fonnd 

,on the land at the distance above mentioll"d_ 

Along- this line, the land is rather of a good quality. S"\',~ll ,'hain~ and 
fifty links towards the depth and across t hp whole width of lot:,; 33 and '34 
are under cultiYation, and the remaining part is timbered in fir, black and 

white birch, &c. 
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I continued Sr'Ulillg the lake, as far as the crossing of the trial-line, 
Dd \\"t'eu IUh thirty-rom and thirty-fin·, which I found to correspond exactly 
with one allother. 

I ran. moreo\'t~r, 011 that day a front line 011 the hanks of the Like in 
order to aO"','rtain the width and extent of the land cleared. I divided the 
lob t hirty- r woo thirty -three lind thirty-four, assigning' to each of them line 
pO.~h. 

In all this parI. ,'x,'epting lots thirt.y-two, thirty-three and thirty-four, 
whi"h :H,' taken up, tIlt' farms hay" no value of any kind, beill!!,' moreover 
"tripp"d 0;' tim! ... r ill "'))l:""qnellce of tht:' fin'" and the lumb,·r,'l's. 

I t"omplpted tht:' "l\IT'~y alld subdivision of this part of the south range, 
:1" far a,.. thp .TollqUlpn~< lillt', rUllning temporary lines bdween lots thirty
eig-httn'l thirt~'-Iline, r"rfy-tonr a'ld fony-fi\-e, fifty ond fifty-one. All the 
fdflll" ~irl' taken up and partly t)L',,:ul'ied iu tllis part of the township 
[rom lot !lumber thirty-twil ill"lllsively to tht' .Tonquieres' liue. Though 
tIlt· y art-' lIul ,·X' ·,~,',li Il :.!.;~. j;,!'l i I,>. !·pt the settlers, who have made some 
dearillg". :l]'" "lItfi"i"llth 1'<:'\\';1]'11,·,1 for their labor, thanks to the mildness 
of till' ,'lilll:t['-, whi"h I'l'tJtt','r" th,·ir harvests, e,-ell late in the season, against 
the d:~:lqr"u", ,·lE·tI, of tIll' autnl11ll frosts, so injurious every where else. 

I had Ji"lUi,,.,,..,imy men wh"1l your letter, dated.Talluary 6th, instructed 
me tn snn-·'y the pr""t'nt K'>!lu:.!':lmi road. 

The rn:!tl run" thl't)n~h fairly le\- .. I land, but the soil, on either side, 
I" \\'orth nl)thin~' for :l~ri"ulttll':tl :mrposes, The eye rests only on barren 
roc k,.., int .. rrupted here and 1 h'.'re by uarrow spaces, where the land seems 
g-ood "J1otl!!'h, thong'h :tlt"l'Ilatel~- sandy and >;wampy. Except the lots 
thirty on", thirty-two, thlrly-thr,_"> and thirty-tour, which are takell upand 
upon whi~'h "Ollle ,.Jeal'ilJ~'''' h,1\-" heen ,:ommellced above the ri \'er Kaskauia, 
which en,,,,-,.. them dla~'oll:dly, I do not think that the north or sonth range 
offers any indn"c'lll'~llt" to ,.;..rtlement in this part of the township Keno
g-alIli: but. :.!uill(2" ,>a,..t. from th .. said point. as far as the outline of Jon
quii_'re", th'> ]nb an' partly takt:'ll np and clearing-s ha"e been commenced 
on ~t)llW of them. l'lIml'cFll'lltly. I sun-eyed and diyided them in compliance 
with your 11l,..!J'Uo,tiou:;. 

A" ,'an bl' St"_'ll from the ~talt-ment annexed to the presellt report, or 
lrom my /i"ld-note,.., all or most nf the lots, ill this last part of the north 
rang'" a,.. well as ill the corresponding part of the south range, are taken up, 
but, up to the present, !lone a1',> '-"'cupied, except numbers thirty-eight and 
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fiftV; in the north range; the chapel, which s,'n-',s as a m:ssion and is 
attended by the parish priest of Riyiere-nux-Sables, is huilt on lot number 
fifty hvo. property belonging to the Fahrique of~t. Cyriac. Th inhabitants, 
who are now nearly all located on the b:mk of the lake and ]'t'tained there 
by the hpauty of the site and climate, as well as by the great :I<ivantages it 
offers for fishin~, must certainly. ere long, mo,-e nearer to th,> road. where 
they .'an han' better facilities for communication and as muC'h, to say the 
lea8t, as regards the climate and the fertility of the soil. 

In fact, the clearings, already commenced along the part of the road 
now dpscribed 8hov, that the l:llld is lewl and well-wooded, and the soil 
of good quality. Judging from the crops, :llready obtained hv the hardy 
pioneers \<,,-ho have tried their fortunes her(', I have reason to belicye that 
the ~dtlers wculd won find suitable (OmlW)Jsation for their labors. 

If the information received from parti\:'s who should be reliable is cor
rect. concerning a certain trad of land sihl:1te in rear of this part of the 
north range, I am sure that, erC:' long, this part of the township of Keno
gami will be invaded by a number of settlers, sufficient to form a parish 
possessing as many dements of prosperity as a great many other parishes 
of an older date. 

(J.-C. Demell1es, 15th April, 1872.) 

In the township of Kenogami. I subcli\'ided the firs: fi\'C' ranges and 
in the residue of j he township of L·\barre, I "ubdivided the last four ranges, 
forming in all a superficit,s of -is.DOIl :ltTt':;. 

A large proportion of thl~ land which 1 :surveyed in these two town
ships is fit for eultivatioll and ad\'antageolls for colonization. The soil is 
not generally composed of allm'ioll. It is rather a mixtnre of yellow and 
grey or blac.;k earth, of tea mixed with smd. :-luch land i~ snffit'it~lltly fertile, 
and its first preparation for "ultintion is not costly, 011 whiefl ~\CI;ount it is 
often sought for by settlers. 

There an', howevpr, some fine alluyial1.lllds 011 each sid" of the rn-er 
Bedard from the se\'enth to the tenth range:' incln:siw. 

The river Dorval also runs in great part through a fine yalley of clayey 
and marley soil, trayersing some remarkably beautiful meadows co\-ered 

with wild h:1Y. 
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~-- ----.----= 

I:\, THE TOWNSHIP LABARRE. 

The 8th range from lot 17 to lot 27, inclusive. 
9" l4 :n " 

" 10 " 17 ~1 

I:\, THE TOWN~HIP KE:'WGAMI. 

The 1st range from lot 1:2 to lot :-13, inclusive. 
Range A " 41 45 

Double range .. :24 43 " 
4th l'an~'e .. :2~ 33 " 

All this land is rocky and generally cut up by ra\-ines, and is more or 
less worth ..Jearing·. The remaillill~' lots are all snsceptible of being advan
tageously ,·nltivated. 

It is to be r"!.!Tett,~,l that th" fir"" whi0h too often 'w'~lU in the Sagnenay 
region haw destroyed a very large proportion of the timber which formerly 
enriched thpsi' lanb. The bin·h. sprwe and white pine which were so 
plentiful ill this country are f<'placed by a Hew growth of white birch and 
poplar springing up among innumerable hla"keneti and desolate-looking 
trunks of th,~ former growth. 

The middle part of the fir,~t range and part of the third. fourth and fifth 
ranges h,we <'s"aped the fires, allll natnre tlwre app !ars in all its richupss 
and beauty. 

With a "jew to encouragin!.! the cololli~ation or this territory, it \,"ould 
be ne"cssary to make the propo,pd road from Jonqnil'l',>" to the "lides ,1<,ross 
these two townships. The opelling of this new m ~aus of '~ommullication 
connecting the settlements of the upper Saguellay with those of Chicoutimi 
would be a great advantage to the colonization of this section. 

Seyeral settlers haye mad,· here some small attempts at cultivation 
Others h'lve made more considerable improvements and sown grain They 
appear satisfied with their SUCI't'S:S and speak highly of the ,·Iimat.' 

I laid ont a dou!:>le range bet ween the seyenth and eighth rang"s of 
Labarre and between the second and third ranges of' Kenogami for the eon
venience of the roads proposed in the interest of the settlers. 

(G. B. DIlTremblay, 26th June, 1881.) 
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Townships of Labrosse and Albert, 

During the whole course of my explorati'JIls. I notiL'"d that the land, 
along thl' lines I ran, is of good quality, consi8ting in certain pla('es of black 
or ~trong loam and in others of rich yellow mould, There arE' llPyertheless 
some parts wlwr" the land i8 ro,.];:y; but, generally speakil1Q', tl1l' whole j,-; 

fit for \'ultiYation and suitable for settlements The timber "Oll"ists of hard 
and "on wood, such as black and whitt> birch, ash. elm, white and red 
sprul'l', white and red pine. til', &", 

The chain of thl' :-Ia!,!'lh'llay capt!S i:; in !!,'l',>at part rocky and untit for 
eultiyation throughout a distan"t' yaryill!,!' hom 01H' mile to fifteen chain:-; 
from the shorp of the riYer. 

The 80il is mostly all le\'d and of !!ood ~trollg loam Oil eithtlr sid,' of 
the rin'r Sainte Marguerite, from the ('entrE' line, in the township of Albert, 
to thi' Ilorth \\'pst line oj' tIlt' township of T.ilbrossl', for a dis! ance Yaryillg 
in th"s,' two raIlQ',·[-: from two rnill'~ to tift""11 ,:hains ill depth, 

Aloll!!,' the portage between tilt' rinr ~ag-lwllay and the r;\'er Sctinte 
Marg-llL'rite intersed,'d by the front liw's of the second, third, t;mrth and 
fifth ranges, there an' se\'eral mountains crossing on ea,'1t side of this 1'al
ley, from the ~aglwnay to the ri"er :-itt', Marguerite. where the land in 
several places is Hot fit for culti \'ation: but everywhl:'rl:' e]:.;e, along the 
lines I ran, the land i~ quite well adapted for farming purpo~,'s , 

Colonization roads l'ould be opened with adyalltagc throughout all the 

I will hen' take the liberty to Sllg-g't'st that a ,'olonizatioll road should 
he opened from the Saguellay, along the yalley which tTo~ses ii'om I'Anse
du-Portage (Portage l'o\'e) to ri\'er Ste, Marguerite, to reach the rinr 
settlements by the south side of the latter, This road would be of great 
adYalltage to settlers in the township of Albert. 

The clim~lte, ill both townships, is good for colonization, frosts occur
ring onlY' late in the falL 

All the lakes of these townships abound with tront. 

Tilt' most ad\';lIlbt\','n\l:-; "ite for a village 1't',.;elT,· would be at the cove, 
opposite ~t. Denis. 

Good mill sites exist along all the rivers of these townships. 
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The soil is ~ellerally fertile ill the towm;hip of Labrosse, except in the 
parts along the river Ste. Marguerite, which are little fitted for farming 
purposes. I thou!.!·ht. however, that, for the greater accuracy of my lines, I 
shoulu visit this locality as tIll'",' barren lauds form part of the other~. 

I must add that most of my sUlTey, haying been made at a season of 
the year wh,'n the "arth is COy"I't"l with a thi(~k layer of snow, it was not 
always "ery pasy for me to a""''l'tain, in a positin~ mallner, the difff'renl 
qualities of the so'l. 

Township of Laterriere. 

In the Horth L'3E't part of th .. 11th range. the timber has been burnt off 
in different pLl<'t's and is therefor,' of littl!' vaInf'. III the north rang!~, the 
timber is of the "al11<' quaiity alld has al"o lw,-m bumt off in som.' "pots All 
the land 3<hpted to tillage ha., bL~"ll dt'ar,'d. Lot No. HI in rang,~ 11 i~ 

rocky at itE ('xtremiti('s. 1 he lI1id-",,·,·tion i;; good and under l'ultiyatilJil. 

(LOllis Nos,elill. 3rd August, 1,'-\7!i). 

Township of Metabetchouan. 

SOIl1!' o;<'ttlers, "ll<'onra~'ed by the Ln-urable appearance of th(~ land, 
commenced dearing ground particularl y on lots twen t y-eigh t, twenty-nine, 
thirty and thirty-one, ·where some ('Iearillgs had b~en previotlsly mad~ ill 
order to so,,, next season. 

After tra,-ersin~' le,'d land of good quality, wooded with white birch. 
fir and sprn'·,'. for tw,'uty-fi\'" chains, the line crosses :.l. small swamp 
ruuning from I'l~t to "' .... 81. meeting at thl' north-west, a small lake of about 
ten "haius in kn~th, and continning through rolling ground, as far as forty 
l'hains from its starting point. At this point, the soil is of good quality, 
and the land, a~ \","11 wooded as h'~reinbefore stated, becomes level and 
preserves the same aspect to the end of this mile at the intersection of the 
line between ranges two and three. 
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Thence, following a direction south 17° :)' \V8.-;r.. astrollnmi,,;tl. as 
well as that part of the centre line iust descrihed, the land j" ~pnerally 
leyel, though sometimes slightly undulatin:.\' It I'onsi"t;; of ~o)(l y,dlow 
mould fit for cultivation and timbered with fir, spruce, whit" ;t]Hl l,~d pine 
and cypress, on a space of seventy-three I'hains and fifty lillk~. IYh.,u the 
line enters a burnt tract (brulis) of old dat<I whidl eXIt'lltls P:lst a" f:.tr :1" the 
Metabdchouan river and beyond it, 

The part of the line, between ranges two and thre,., whi.:h I :-'U1'\"\'Y,',], 

a'; well as the subdi\-ision eastward, consi,t..; ofsliO'htly rollillo·l.llld of "·v,)<1 '" ., ., 
quality and wooded with fir, white bir('h and spruce and so:l1;' pil\'~ of 
inferior quality; the latter spared when lumbering W<l" carried on in this 
quartpr only on account of its slight value, 

The middle part of lot twenty also forms part of a burnt t :'ad (brit/is) 

seyeral years olU, which extends south and past, aloll~' the ''('litre line, to 
the ri\'er Metabetchouan, whose precipitolls and rocky b:tllks :ne of ~\1t'h 
difficult access, and the course of the ri \'1'1' so rapid and ;;n d",·p, that I 
thought proper to enc1 my survey her,~, d"pming it impo..;~ihlt~ to ITCH'; to 
the other side eyen to regularly extend my line, 

From the post situated between lOb twenty-eight atlLl twenty-nillt>, 
followill,g a course north 7:2" 30' west, astrollomi'al, the h)!:, in ::;pite 
of slight undulations occurring in several [lb,'PIS, is n\'\-,~rth,·l,'.,;" quilt' ;;nit
able for colonization purposes. 

'When' bush· fire:.; hn.Ytl not extended, the timher i~ of fill<) size and 
consi::,ts generally of white birch, lir and "'prn"l', As for the pille, the lum
bering, carried on on a large s,;a j" some years ago, has not "P:Il', ,\1 olle tr"l~ 

of any yal ue at prt'st'n t. 

At senn chains and twenty links 011 the thirty-second lot, the lillt) is 
interrupted by a small lake measnring a few rods in snperfi"i,":,; and meets 
no more obstacles until it strikes the forty-second lot, wh"re it 'ros,;;>s lake 
Brule in an oblique direction, The last mentioned lake measures eleven 
chains, sixte'll links in width and about thirty chains in l.'ngth, on a north 
and soath course. The banks of this lake seem to be very fertil,~, alld are 
covered with red and black spruce, white birch and fir, ('x""pt Oil the past 

side which was rayaged by bush fires some yen,rs ago. 

From this point, the line follows land slightly rolling in some 
places, and occasionally cO"ered with spruce, balsam, white birt;h and 
aspen on the spots where fire had not totally destroyed the trees, and strikes 
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the line I)l' )i:etabet0honan and Uharll:lyoix without me~ting allY other 
ohsta"le, at thirteen I·hains and fifty links south of post number one, situated 
on lots t\\"o and three of Charle\'oix township. 

From l"".;t twent~·-.·ight and twenty-nine, at the intersedion of the 
h'ont line lwtWl't'n r:lllg'c" thrPI' aile! four and the centre line prolonged as 
atoJ,':.;aid, tht' land, ne~\r th,' ri\"·r. i" of good quality ore l' a space of about 
1\\"'lIly-"ix chains, Then it ])l"t','-"lIt,,; nothing but a :-;teep, bare rock, on the 
w.>1 ;~" well :\:.; (Ill tIlt:' ,·:I,.;t "ide hy which the river is reached at a distance 
of thin \""l~'ht ,:hall,'; and fift~, links, TIlt' riyer's breadth at this point is 
trig'I)llo~net~'i";dly, "ix chain,; ali,l forty,two links and its smooth current 
broken only hy :\ "mall i"land "r Ol1e atT\' in extent, can easily be crossed, 

on raft,;. 

:-'tartillg lr"lil nl1lnlwI' t WeIll Y-Jline, 011 a \Ye,,;tward course, the land, 
"li~htly rolliug', i,; tillll,ered \"ith fir, sprnn', white birch and aspeu, for 
nin!' "haiJl'" and lirty lInh, wh.'r.· \·e6·etation was found destroyed by fire; 
furl her nn again :--u11W good lalld, lmt rather J'():'ky and cO\Tered with growing 
timl ... r until hnrnT tral'l:.; Wt'n' u~'ain met, with all traces of yegetation 
ohliter:ltetL ""I"~"i:llly on thp heidIt:.;. 

J:\'gillnill~ at the thirty,sl"'ulltl lot, the laud i.", geuerally more level 
and con,;i"t,.. "f !,!'un:i yegetable :.;uil. At fi Vt' .:haills ou the thirty-fifth lot it 
h"\'O\ll'"'' mlll't' roc k y and I..,;.',,; all a~ricnltural quality both on account of 
the rocks ano the gullit's whi.·h cut it in eyery direction. 

HO\Yt'H'I'. at the ji,rty-fir:.;t lot, the land as:.;umes a more level aspect, 
and tlHln~h ,..till n'ry roeky impro\'es as WI" go on. I assured myself, by 
all t'xploratioll Jillt' run hert', that, at three or mon' chains in a south east 
dirt·,·tion. thl' laud is oj' the lw,;t quality, quite suitable for agricultural 
purp"""',; and mort~o\'t'r I'O\','I',"! with whilt, birch, fir and spruce of a fine 
gl'nwth. 

"From tht' forty-fifth lot, the land continues through hilly land, which 
the fire has also ravag'ed at different periods and which offers few or no 
attractions to ~ettlement as far as the intersection of the line between Meta
bett:houall aud Charle\'oix which I reached on the fifty-seventh lot, at one 
"hain and fifty links south of a post put down during the original surl'ey 
alld marked ran~'e three and N. 

In tilt' ~'·I·t iOll, comprised bet ween the ri ,'er, in an eastward direction, 
and the lillt' situated between lots eighteen and seventeen, which guided 
me in laying out lots perpendicular to the river, the land is of no value 
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the fire has destroyed all trace of vegetation. 

Starting from the point where I continued the line, on leaving the 
Ti"el', and proceeding on an eastward course, the land also presents a yery 
poor appearance, being cut up everywhere again by steep rOGks and with 
all Yegetatioll destroyed by fire. 

At fifty-two chains from the ri Yel' the land is less rod~y, but the fire 
has also passed here, extending east and west o,'er several miles, so that 
the soil is also little adapted to cultivation till we rt':1l;h a point situated 
twenty chains west of the sixteenth lot, where it assumes a better appear
ance. At fiye chains from tbis point, the front line enters the bush, which 
is composed of fir, black and ,,-hite birch and spruce of lofty growth. The 
soil, consisting' of yellow loam is of good quality and suitable for settle
ment. EX,:l'pt for some slight undulations of the ground OI_'I'~\',:ion:111y met 
-with, the land continnes thus as far as the east side line of jldaht>tchouan 
'W here it strikl's at oiight chains and fifty links on the lot marked D, aft a: 
crossing the line of the colonizalion road l)t'tW(~l'll Lake st. John and Que
bec, at three I'h:\ins aud thirty links b,·Yore reachillg the atores~ncl side line. 

From the POillt of intersection of the line between ranges b ree and 
four just c1"scrib,·(l with the line ading as the front line of th'~ lot-> perpc'll
<licular to the riy'1' :-Idabetchonan. and whi"h I will It'':l,:do;'\V~trll call 
.. east centre lilll', " follo\Vin~ a north ,'o,nSI) 17:0 8:)' ea<;t, a'itl'ollomi",tl, th,' 
line gOI:s throuCl'h yery hilly and rocky lnnd, quib' unfit for cnltiYation, as 

lar as the riv'~l' Ml'labet<-houan, which i& re:whl'll at i'lixty-si:~ "haiil", and 
\\'hose hi~'h and ~lbrupt hank", are ,-pry diilinllt of aCt'e·ss. Coming from tllt'. 
\\,,'~t, this lilH~ abruptly chan;.!'l'" its c(·urse and bkL·s a dir""tion almost 
parallel to the east Cl'lltre lin,' which illteH;l'.:h trw front line at a distanl't~ 
of (~ighty chains and ei~hty link"" after ascending the east ba:tk of the ri,~er 
ill an oblique dil'l'ction. 

The seventeenth lot, on which the river flows, has no agricultural 
yalue whatever; but starting from the sixteenth lot, in an e,u;t ward direc
tion, the land, containing very few hills and consisting ot a good quality or 
soil well adapted to farming, is covered with fir, white bin:h, spruce and 
white pine; the latter being very scarce to-day, for the reasons already 

detailed in this report. 

StartinO' from the intersection of the front lint) with the ranges three 
I:> 

and four, above described, and the line serving as a base to the lots perpendi-

10 
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eular to the riYcr Metabetchouan, I lengthened it on a north course 17°13" 
east between lots 17 and lU, as far as th,' in tersectioll of the front line 
between rallge~ two and three, ano, in order to nm thi~ line perpendicularly 
\yith the other, I had to pass the alignment line through very rocky and 
rather hilly ground little fit for eultintion as far a:; the ri\'er Metabet
chouan, here hemmed in between hyo rugged monlltains \\' hich w.~ 

must descend and as('cnd fur th·: purpose of arriYlIlg' at ,'ig'hry chains, 
eighty links at the intersection of th,' aforesaid line with tlw point dividing 
lots seyenteen and sixteen, and \\' hich I extended ill a perpendicular 
direction to the <lLon- described line on a ~outh conrse i~":JI)" t'clst, astrono, 
mical, diyiding regular lots as far as the intersection 01 the side line, east of 
;'letabekhouan. 

I ran a part of the base line at the diyision of the lots perpendicular 
to the riYer, near the line between ranges three and f·mr, a<g far a:; the line 
h'!i\yeen ral1~;l'S four and fi\"e, a distance of l'ighty chains and eig'hty links, 
whither I mon~d my camp on the ltith, in spit., of many difficulties 
occasioned by the numerous hills and windfall,;. 

Follu\\'ing tIlt' line used as a lJai'e line for the di"ision of lots perpen
dicular to the ri,'er and styled" "ast centre line," from the line between 
ranges three and four, the land is slightly rollil1~' and of inferior quality, 
especially towards the w,,:,.t sidt', which th,> fire has l'<waged for six chaill3 
on the t\\"t'ntidh lot (of the ea::;t cenut' line), ",here w,' euter the ~T01.\'ing, 
timber here cumposf'd of ~prn ... ' and fir. 

Thencelol'\yard the fire h'\8 sta y"d its ra \'a ~"'~' Eu kri ng th~ forest, the 
line 'TO~"e.~ a rin:,r, t\\'I'll[y-jj \'I' lillks wieh 1l0will.!1.· in a sOllth-we.,terly 
direction, The nearer we approa..}l the l'alig-e lint', the better th8 lanu 
b"t·om",:;. It is timbered with iir, wllite birch. :;pnlt'e and black birch of a 
fine growth. The soil i:; level, of ~'n(ld qnality and fit ior settlement, in 
spite of some very hilly trad" ,,-hidl I'fJlltinne "0 as far as the above men
tioned l'.lll~·'> line, which is reached at sixt'>'>ll chains aud fifty links 011 the 
lot marked C. a distance of two chain:.; east of tht:l t wo brancll'~s of the ri\'er, 
the said bran('hes mcetiug twenty Ghains lower down in a northern direc
tion. Starting from the post marked rau~">'; four and fi \,e, nnmbers six
teen and seventeen, in a south dirl'dioll i~ ~ ;;11' east, the land is le,'el, but 
soon becomes more rolling', resnmill~ not long aller the S,Ulle>, aspect as at 
the point of departure. 

Generally speaking, this line presents a soil of good quality quite suitt 
able for agricultural purposes, with altel'llately level and hilly land, 
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timbered with white birch, fir and spruce of fine growth. ~ umerous 
streams cross it perpendicularly, principally on lots thirteen, twel \'e, ten, 
three B. and D. 

,Ye only met a ft\\V white pines of inferior quality throughout this section, 
the lumberers haviu~', some years ago, carried on extensi,'e operations here 
and taken all that could be sold with advanLt~e, The same thing may be 
said of the whule trad of land which I tran'rsecl in the township nf l\Ieta
betchouan. This reg'ioll, judging from the numerous pine stumps met 
with all oyer, has alr":l,ly contributed an immense quantity of pin" timber 
to exportation and trade ana. \\'hate\'er remained of it "va" totally destroyed 
by the fires which, at nll'ions periods, ha\'p swept the eO:1lltry. 

Between ranges fine' and six, going east, the line follow..; slightly 
undulated ground, well wooded and, in spite ofthe snow partly concealing 
it, appearing of good quality and fit for culti\'ation, as rar as b>n chains on 
lot thirteen. when' the alignment line strikes the side of a mOllntain whose 
slope, at first gradnd, soon incl'l'ases in abruptness until it form" with the 
horizon an angle \'arying between b\'l'nty-live and forty-fi\'e degr,'p~, and 
at the foot of whic'h w" rl'aeh at six chains lot tweh',,, wh"I'<' th .. land 
becomes level and pn'st~'llts a soil of good quality suitable i\)1' settlement 
purposes and extending oyer a valley stretching south :md north. 

At seven chains. on the tenth lot, thl~ line of alignment ,'reh:':,'S a lake 
measuring nine chain,; and t\V,>nty links in width, rnnning' from north to 
south, and about forty,four ::I('r,'s in superli 'it.'s, with flat, bank'l, composed 
of rich soil, and continuing' thus for a pretty good distance both in a north 
and south diredion. 

At a distance of eight chains and fifty links 011 the eighth lot, the Jand 
is more broken, though of good quality. The timber consists of white 
birch, fir and sprnc(', as far as the third lot, where, at the extremity of lot B, 
some swampy spots are met with. Thence to the end of the front line, 
which is reached on the lot marked D at thirteen chains and ninety-four links 
through an undulating and rocky soil, crossing five chains and twenty 
links on lot C, a river, twenty links wide, is met,flowing from north to south_ 

Leayjng the post marked twenty-eight and twenty-nine on this last 
line, between ranges fin~ and six, the land is level and well wooded, 
and the soil of good quality and suitable for cultivation, but on the thirty· 
first lot it becomes more broken and frequently cut by deep gullies, whose 
slopes often form, with the horizon, angles at thirteen to fifteen degrees. 
In spite, of all this, there is some possibility of forming settlements here. 
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AI fifly links 011 lot forty-seYen, the ::llignment line passes at the 

northel'll extremity ot a small lake of seven l'hains and fifty links in width, 

at its widc'st point. 

All along' this line, j he timber is of fine growth and consists principally 
of whih' bin·h, fir, sprnce, cypress and red pine in the vicinity of the latt 
ml>ntioll,·d 1.1k,·. also near another larger one, which is reached at tw('lva 
chaiJlf; "ll the forty-llinth lot,~total snperfil'ies, eighty-fhre acres. 

TIll' hanb pre:oellt nothing remarkable. Towards the north, they are 
C('\'l'n,d with black sprue-e, a sure :-:ign that the land is better and well 

wooded. 

Af; far a" the eYl' can take in the rear, the land seem!' mountainous 
and littl,' fit for cultivation. ;Startillg' from thi" lake, the laud is also hilly 
and of inferior quality as far as the side line ut' ::\Iet:t1",t.-lwnan and Charle

YOIX. 

In t he to wl1ship of l\Id:dwkhonan, ",here I surveyed three whole 
r:.tl1~·'·~. "iz: the third, fourth and tifth and that part of the sixth range 
"itwtt"d ,,::,,( or tlw riYer, the land, without beiug of the best quality, is 
,mill· i"lltl" ~'u"J for O'dtlement, and will be able to meet the wantsof 
1'::!,:11l~1I'1l "j' the pl'L'Sellt s('ltler . ..;, withont, ho\\,eyer, offering enough of 
ad \-all 1;1 !.!".~ to cololliza tion to attrae! emi!lTa tiOll from the older cell trt.'s of 
:)Jllllht ilill. 

Tlw y:tlh·\, of Lake;-;t. John still "ontain, loo many good lots in its 
w""t<-I'II P'll'l for allY ow' to h~ tempteo to try' sUl'h as are 1I0t of the best 
q'l~dity. II"\\"'HJ', thallki> to it" proximity to thp. Quebec road, which 

.n"s,·,', it through all iti> '·a."tl'l'n p:lrt. thanl,s :1lso to the liberality of our 
.. :d GOYl'rnment. thi" township will not he long withont set'illg prop Ie 

lJ,king- to it from all (1u:11't,'r,.; and st'ttlin~' then' ill a permanent. manner. 

Lumbering in this township ,'an promise ,-cry little for the futUre. bu~ 
if we cau jndge by the remains of camps scattered here and there, it has 

Jill' its share in the past for the trade. There, too, as aforesaid, disastrous 
. res han'. on ditlerent occasions, extended their ravao-es throulThout the o 0 

'lUt h and fifth ranges. E\-en the timber of inferior quality became the prey 
qf the destructiye element, so that settlers mmst expect nothing from this 
·,urce and can only count on spruce and fir as materials for the constructioll; 

,,1' their farm buildings. 
(J-C. Deme'Ules, 8th April, 1871.) 
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All this section (of ranges A and B and range 1) of the towllship of 
Metabetchouan has a slight slope towards the north·east and is on8 of the 
most advantageous localities to the south of Lake ~t. John, in consequence 
~f its rich alluvial formation ,,·hich consists of aluminum and sili"a, and, 
on the shores of the lake, of gra,'el, sand and mud containing boulders, 
pebhles, blocks of scattered rOGks and numerons organic debris. 

I slso found on the bank of Lake :-'t. John an o("hrous clay or yellow 
ochre. 

"Therenr the interior of the soil is exposed either upon the slopes of 
hills or the shores of the lake, I remarked an immense bed of plastic brick 
clay, which dips a little tovyards the south as far as towards the middle of 
the nrst range and then changes into masses of grey granite rising gradually 
one over the other. 

I extracted a piece of crystallized quartz, which seemed to me al'Gording 
to all appearance to contain sil ver. I have the honor to send you a spel'imen, 
together with different samples of clay which I belieyc to be of good quality 
enough to be advantageously worked. 

I would like to have these different substances submitted to the 
,nalysis of the Provincial geologist, to whom you will please transmit them. 

(G. B. rill Tielllblay, 30th November, 18H). 

Townships of Metabetchousn and Charlevoix. 

The soil in the sixth and se,'enth ranges of the township of ~[d:.Let
chouan is very suitable for culti ,ration, being a rich yellow loam, and 
covered with a fine growth of hard and soft woods. In the fifth rang'e, 
although rocky in some places, the land is susceptible of culti,ratioll. 

The residue of Charlevoix, comprising the seYtmth, sixth and fifth 
ranges, is equally fit. for culti,oation, being also a rich YI·I!U\Y "~Hth, and ,oery 
strong in dIfferent places, ,,'ell timbered with hard and soft wou,l" and 
well drained, except along t hl' ri n'r Ouiatchouan, in the fifth and fourth 
rjlnges, where the land is rocky for some di~blll,·e. There i:;, howenr, 
about the rear lines, a sufficient extent of good land to induce ~l'ttlement in 
these small ranges. 

From my own personal knowledge I can say that the climate is as 
favorable for agriculture here as on the lands around Lake St. J ohl1. 



150 

The timber has been nearly :dl destroyed by fire along the ri ver Ouiat
chou an in the fourth and fifth ranges o,'er an area of tell to twelve arpents 
on each side of thl' river. 

The lakt'~ that I met wi th are all ,veIl stocked with fish, chiefly trout. 

There are several good mill sitC's on the river Ouiatchouan, and 
especially at the rapids marked on the plan, ill the sixth range. 

It will he Ih"'C'ssary to open a road along this river, from the settle
ments on Lake St. John to the rear line of Charlevoix, and to continue it 
thence to Commi;;c;ioners' lake, in order to colonize the lands in the town
ships of Charleyoix and Dablon and around the last named lake. 

The road which wa~ opened last summer in :'I,·tabetchouan allowed 
the ne\\' sdtll'rs to make considerable clearings in the sixth and seventh 
ranges, in which nearly all the lots will be sown next spring. It should, 
therefore, be continued a~ soon as possible across the township of DeQuen to 
Commjs~ioners' lake in order to open this township to colonization. 

(Gedeon Gagnon, 13th April, 1880). 

Township of Normandin. 

In order to comply exactly with the instructions which I had the 
honor of rec"iying, I went without delay to the principal outline of the 
township of Parent at its intersection with the rivpr Tikou:lpee, on lot 
number forty·nine of the eighth range of this township. 

The word Tikouapee means Andrew, and was given in memory of an 
Indian of that name, "ho, with his family, lind near the mouth of the 
riYer. 

The scaling of this river, very yariable in its course, has been made 
with the !.!T,·at.-'st possible care, in order to "olllplete in a correct manner 
the subdi"ision of the seventy-six lots of nine chains iifty links forming 
the width of the township of Normandin. . 

'Ihl' numerous turnings and winding, of this riYer did not allow my 
operations to be carried un as expeditiously as I could haye wished. However, 
I had the satisfactIon of completing the subdivision of all the lots, which 
in the towllship of Xonnandin front on the river Tikouapee; this was done 
before the thaw or breaking up of the ice. 
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The first water-fall, which interrupts navigation on this river, is 
situated on lots thirty-nine and forty of the north and sonth ran~es, towards 
the middle of the township of Xormandin. The first mills must necessar
ily be built here, and this place is certainly destined to be the centre of 
s~ttlements which will, ere lOll!,!', cluster around this important point. 

The village reserve, whose subdivision I took the liberty of recom
mendin~ last winter, could not possibly have a more "('ntraI, more advan
tageous and more important sitt> than the proximity of this cascade, whose 
height is thirty feet above the level of the basin, " .. hich the water reaches 
after three successive falls of ten feet each. This basin consists of a 
beautiful sheet of ,Yater, four or fhe chains across, with a small island 
at its outlet. A branGh of the river coming from the north falls into thl' 
Tikonapee on the second chain of lot number forty-nine, north range, by 
two narrow channels, formed by an islet at its mouth. This branch forks 
at about a mile from the Tikouapee. There are two valuable mill sites on 
the east branch at a distaw'e of one mile from each other, without counting 
the others which must naturally (~xist on the other or west branch. 

The division posts of lots fifty-fi,"e and fifty-six, north and south 
ran!,!'es, are planted near the second water fall, \\-hose total collective height 
is about thirty-six feet. On lot aumber fifty-six is another small fall 
twenty feet high. The last cascade, met in the township of Normandin, 
occurs on the division line between lots fifty-eight and fifty-se,"en; its 
height is thirty feet; falling by steps or shel,es, it forms an island and a 
basin. 

The river Tikonapee proper taking 011 lot number seyenty a more 
wederl" direction, I continued the s"aling of it and the subdiyision of the 
lots alo;lg the branch formed here which comes from the north west. This 
last riYer, measnrill~' seyenty miles, is as large as the first and was more 
direct to terminHte the subdiyiRion of the lots, as far as the seYenty-sixth 
lot, inclusi,"e. 

Haying completed this part of the work, I moved as far as the post 
planted last willt!:'r at the north-west extremity of the grand line between 
the townships of AI banel and Normandin. 

After extendin rr the ranrre line for two chains, I continued the outline 
'" '" of Normandin from the post planted lately at this extremity, on a southern 

courRe, fifty-three degrees west, astronomical. 

I prolonged this line as far as the river Tikouapee proper, meeting 
correctly, on the north branch, the exterior posts of lots!number seventy-
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five, north and south ranges, on this line of Normandin, thereby gi\'ing to 
these lots their regular width of nine chains fifty links, and proYing once 
more the correctness of the chaining and scaling of the river. 

The north branch is at a distance of three hundred and five chains 
eighty links from the grand range line and forty-eight chains separate th~ 
two branches of the ri,'er Tikouapee, as chained along the exterior line 
of Normandin. 

Having terminated this survey, I continued the sealing of the north 
branch of the Tikouapee riYer, for a distance of six miles, the variation of 
the magnetic. needle being twenty-four degrees '\'est. This difference 
undoubtedly depends on the attraction exercised here and there by the 
rocks which seem impregnated ",dth magnetic iron. 

I also explored the land for some distance on each side of the ri,-er. I 
would havl' pursued my operations on either of the two branches, but a 
thaw set in, causing the ice to melt under our feet and the water to over
flow, thus leaving us no alternatin' but to get out of the bush as quickly 
as possible. 

I here suspended this exploration, waiting for new orders. 

OR the last day employed in this exploration, I met three lakes. My 
survey ended at the first of these through which the river Tikouapec 
flows on its whole length at the extremity of the sixteenth mile; the two 
other lakes are situated, one on the right bank of the ri vel', the other on the 
opposite side. 

I think that, in last winter's report, I mentioned that the river Tikoua
pee was situated near the grand range line between the townships of 
Albanel and Normandin, at a mile and a half from its western extremity. 

The numerous branches, whidl form this river, and which were then 
partly unknown to me, gave me a false idea of the g.~neral course of the 
principal branch in the last section of the township of Normandin. 

The branch represented on my rough plan of the township of Parent, 
sent to your department last winter, is really at the designated spot, but it 
is of such little importance' and so difficult of access, choked with alders, 
and has so many windings and turnings that I thought it neither proper, 
nor pruden t to take this direction for the subdivision of tlie lots. 

A large burnt tract, situated inland and running north and south, ends 
on the north shore of the river Tikouapee, on number fifty-six, crosses this 
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river and:at a few chains from it continues thus over a width varying from 
hyo miles to half a m:'le as far au a certain part of the to\ynship of Parent. 

This fire took ph;(~ two years a9.'0' and its sad memory will bel long 
retained by the poor seltlers scattered here and there throughout the thrt'e 
hundred miles which it has laid \Y:lste bdween the upper part of Ashuap
mOl1chouan and Tadousac. 

In my last report. I ga,-e YUH a J)re"is~ idea of the ,-alne and import· 
ance of the townships of Albancl and Normandin from an agricultural 
point of ,-iew. The part, situated north west of these townships, and 
which I explored lately, ."hile scaling the rin'r Tlkouapee which crosses 
this section, consists g-enerally of the same kind of soil as that of the tOWll

ships above mentioned, ...-iz: a greyish clay loam, &c., with alluvion in the 
low lande:. A few rocks, met here and there, gi...-e now and then a hilly 
appearance to this vast fiat of land. The prevailing kinds of timber are 
spruce, fir, white birch, cypress, aspen and alders in the low lands, with 
tamarac and a few ...-ery large pines. 

The Gypress generally grows on a sandy and barren soil; here, on the 
contrary, there is not a grain of sand if I can judge of the soil by the 
numerous windfalls that disclose its nature at every step. This was a 
subject of astonishment to my party and for myself. But if the cypress 
really condescends to grow on poor soil, what would preyent it from doing 
so on a better kmd ? ...... The trees are of very good height and diameter. 

To encourage and facilitate the prompt settlement of the townships of 
Albanel and Normaudin, as well asthatofthe whole territory fit for culti,-a' 
tion in the north-west, not forgetting the township of Parent in the north 
east, the opening and immediate termination of a first-class colonization 
road throughout this territory, one of the finest in tr.e Saguenay, is abso
Intely necessary, together with some free grants of land in the most distant 
ranges situated along this road. If thirty miles of road were opened in the 
~{istassini peninsula, colonization would make rapid strides; each of tlH'" 

miles would cost about six hundred dollars, 

The essential, only and infallible m ~alls of enconraging the coloniza
tion of Crown lands, of awakening the enl'rgy and stimulating' the ambi
tion of the settlers, who, at least in the U ppt'r Sagnenay, are gener:llly 
poor, is to offer them a plank of salvation, al ways at hand, to sa,'e them 
from want and starvation, thereby attaching them to existence and encour
aging them in their hard labclY 
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Thi~ plank of salvation would be the creation, by and under the 
control of the (}o\?ernment, of a rallying- point of colonization, supported on 
3. sC'c1le proportionate to the br!,;'l' or small number of settlements grouped 
~Hnl1nd this beneficent l'entre, 

\\? e often ,'-e,', in "\:'\"I'ral parts of this country as \'VeIl as elsewhere, and 
I:'\'en in th(· ~;t!,!'n\:'nay, persons who, haying spent a certain sum of money 
in thl' dearing alld l'ulti\-ation of lands acquired from the Crown, soon 
become pO,;""S~Ol's of fine properties from \yhich they realize profits exceed
il1t!' their ~Tt'~ltest hop.>s 

It often happens that these lucky people have not worked at all. The 
HH:'l1 who haye tumed the primm,al forest into beautiful meadows or into 
rich fields coyered \,ith y,'g-t'tai ion, who, besides, have made comfortable 
homes for tlwll1s,,1 \'I:'S, b!loll~' to the hardy race of pioneers, full of courage, 
viQ'or an<l"llt'r~y whom we mt'd eyery day in new settlements; but the 
latter h,we not like the first lll,'ntioned that plank of salvation which the 
capitali"t ofIered them one happy day, 

~Iollt'\' is that capital, th" plank of s:llvation not to be found. H'2l',,, all 
the best will in the world, all till' ,'uergy and spirit of sacrifice, avail nothing 
to progress; they S('l'n~ at the utmost to keep the poor settler from dying 
(If starvation. 

Through want of ll1"llc'y. "" .. rything remains dormant and there is no 
chance for industry or trade. 

Here, except the free grants made by Government for the opening of 
colonization roads. not a CCllt e\-er as,)ends that majestic Saguenay which 
could so proudly bear all th,' ri,.hes of the world. 

Trade and commerce eag-eri y dispute the grants, while the poor settlers 
feel quite happy if they can even get a glimpse of that money which they 
haye so braYely earned, and for the possession of which they are willing to 
,York night and day. 

If, throughout the entire 1'!Jllntry, this saddened perspective wcre the 
same and the hope of anything better a yain thing, then ambition might 
die away in the bosom of a great many, and no one would yenture to com
plain 0; the inevitable and, knowing nothing better than such a position, 
people would desire nothing more; but the prospect might change with a 
change of place, and they know it. 
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The most favored parts of the Proviuce are justly admirp,l in every 
possible point of yiew; some are also able to excite the em'Y and "ontous-
11ess of the most indifferent. 

Progress and means of communication !::,O fast and, as if by enchant
ment, ambition in some places is greatly stimulated by ~n"':l'~S, while 
fortnne gay I y smiles on those who court it, and from all these good things 
proceed mo:;.t of the welfare and prosperity which they enjoy. 

The glimmering of this bright picture, slightly seen Oll this side of the 
Laurentides, quite opens the eyes of the poor settler who makes long and 
sad comparisons. In the distance, he sees the alluring panorama, life and 
activity surrounding the privileged beill~''i who inhabit more fortullatl' 
places and this comfort aild happiness makt> him dream of other skies ..... . 
A cruel reality howe,Ter brings him back to his own home, that poor miser
able hut erected with his own hands and which is barely suffiuient to shel
ter his unf0rtunate family. 'With sorro,v and despair, he views his small 
patch of land l'on-red with blackened stUlflPS, as if it were a field of moul'll
ing, and although longing like others for the legitimatl' enjoynwnts of life, 
he sees himself forever debarred from them, exiled as he feels in this forest 
which first surrounded him as a protecting wall, but which now presents 
nothing hut gloom and desolation to his saddened eyes. 

The zeal of the well-informed friends of colonization naturally abates, 
their courage falters. \yhen, daring to lift up the veil which hides these 
unkno"'n miseries, they behold the dolefnl picture in its heartrending 
reality. 

No ,yonder that the settler ponders over the qnestion a long time 
before pent'trating into the prinw'\'al forest; the present and the future offer 
such uncertain prospects! 

If the industrious settler be fortunate enough to sa,'e a few dollars, then 
his courage reyiHs, hut how is a poor fdlow, who has nothing else but 
his hands to support himself and his family. to find means to lay something 
aside for the rainy day? Certainly noi from one of those dreadful fires 
which, in a moment, leave him eyen poorer than on that unlucky day 
when he YI'Jltured to try his fortune in this wilderness; not from the frost, 
which, with the harvests, destroys the lahor and hopes of many a day. 

In the latter ('ontillgt'Il4'Y ,yhat can the poor settler do, to \yhom will 
he apply, who will help him-will he rap next door'? lIe kno\ys too well 
that his neighbor is as poor, if not poorer than himself. This awakens him 
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anew; elsewhere aQ';lin he sees succ('ss, prosperity. "Let us go, fiy, say'" 
he, from this land which God has made so beautiful, but which our enfeebl
ed limbs have uo longer the strength or the courage to work, let us go 
elsewhere, in quest of that daily bread which we have yainly sought here." 

The model farms which the Goyernment might establish throughout 
these new townships would, in a great measure, obyiate these difficulties, 
dispelling as if by enchantment the shadows which darken the interesting' 
and patriotic ,york of colonization anti transforming the whole into a pleas
ant reality. 

Since capitalists are wanting', the Government should COllie to the aid 
of the settlers by making every year considerable clearings on the Govern
ment resen'e~, employing for that purpose the poor settlers in this work, 
paying them generously, either ~\\'ith the produce or otherwise, raising the 
cattle lle('('ssary for farming, &c. If the whole were conducted with wis
dom, order and economy, the Government would make as much profit as 
any other capitalist, while proving at the same time a protection and a 
providence for the surrounding population. If the Government thought 
proper to make ;,uch an experiment, it would soon be repaid hy the sale of 
provisions, &c., and by the GonSCiOuslless that they would have done such 
good sen'ice to colonization and to the brave pioneers of the torest. If to 
all this were added facilities of commuuication wherever the want of such 
is felt, and if especially a railroad connecting Lake St. John with Quebec 
were built, then the Saguenay would have nothing to ellvy other places, 
being able to vie, in e\'\~ry re&pect, with no matter wh;lt part of the Pro\'ince 
for the success and prosperity of its own inhabitants. 

(P-Il. Dumais, 2nd May, 1872.) 

Township of Otis. 

I reached the post marking the north west angle of the township of 
Otis, ,vhere I succeeded in establishing the starting pOlllt of the division 
line between the townships of Otis and Casault. I continued my operation" 
along this line until the 14th of September; at t~le same time, I also ran 
the centre line and part of the south east outline as far as the l.Iurray-Ray 
(:'Ialbaie) road. 
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As I gi\-e the date of each part of the work in myjoul'Ilal, I will refrain 
from doing so in my report. 

The land on the line bet we"u the to\vnships of Otis and Casault, 011 

the centre line, and south-easterly ontline of Otis is r,'rv Ulleren and 
l111cultivable. On the exh·rior line I crcssed numerous s~all lakes bor
dered by hills 01 various hei!:!"htf;, ",hidl appear to extend some disLmce to 
the west\,yard. The breaks produced by these lakes, and the hi~h grounds 
surrounding (hem, by the loss of land they (w,'asion, will always be a 
sl'rious obstacle to the open i n!2,' up the good lands w hie h lie around thl:'ll1. 
The same slo~e appears to extellll ,'omi,h'r~lbly to the east, and suggests 
the same description of laud. at the "ame time, the lakes ~H" les.,; numerous 
along the road, and the lallu more lerel; the high gronnd is composed of 
yellow clay, and thp 1'all,·ys of blal:k mould. At the south (·ast enll ar,' 
:::'L'\-eral mountains which are intersected by the interior lines. 

On the Malbaie road, from No.1 to No. 14, although the land is not 
len~l, the lots arc takell on both side,;, and :--oll1e of them already dl'Jl'<'ll. 

The land is :-:\Yampy :1\)"1'e for some' disbnce, but ttl" ,~wamp ollly extelld~ 
over a fl'w chains of t.hl' ::nd range, and (101',-; not r,>tuJ. the settlemellt of 
the lots. 'Yith the exn·ption of ,;0 Ill" rrl<:ks near the Ld;:,· anx 1sleb, the 
re8t of the lands aiong th,! :'IIdh:li,' road are of !:!,'ood qn~l,lit~" and :-;om,' of 
them are taken; they an· 811 watt'!',·d by Ilnmeron5; "trca:l1", some of which 
~\l'e snffi,oiclltly LH~"~ tn :\~f .. :',l g;no,l wah'r powt'rs for a gTi,~t or SaW mill. 

On th., third, !'JUrt11 and fifth ral1~'{',;. the soil is !2,·'·I1I'l'~dly good, except 
ill,' north We·"t part adjoillill~' th,' t ll \\'Il,J I Jp of l;,l~,,,t, 0\','1' ;t1l "XI"lIt \';try
illg from on,' to two luil"", \\'bel"l~ the ,-';:l;"L"',, is Im,j';:"n <tlll1l'<wky, :llld 

~ume hills coY!'r ~I l'ollO'id"r;lhlL' ('xi,'lIt 01 grr'lIl1d, Tit" quality <)1' the \\'u("l 
and soil a:Hl ~','neral apilt·;ll'<llL'·" 01' the land i'·al"· no ('),Jltl for d"n!,t :t,; to 
the :-;r,,~.,dr ,;eltlement of tl1<'s,> lots; and I mar add that, if til" Go\'ernment 
open,,; roads across thes" lands, the sqnatter,;. \\'110 haYB alreauy made som,) 
extensive clearings 011 the borders of lake Uti;;, will follow the progrc:o;
of the clearing of the road to "l'ttle themselves on it, and those now on the 
ra.nge lines will follow their example. 

The extensive yalley situate to the south east of the mountains, which 
border the Saguenay lor a distance of many mile,,;, extends as far as the 
high mountains of Lake St. John, near the limits of the township of Otis, 
taking an east and west direction, and with the large lake Otis, Lake :-;r. 
John the lake dt's Islets, and the lake ,\ Garth, ofi~rs a splendid view, and , . 

assures to culti yation a splendid field of operations certain to reim bnrse the 
,:;ettler for his labor as soon as it shall te opened, 
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The sixth and se,Tenth ranQ'L'S do not off!r (lnite th~ same advantages, 
as they are more distant from the line's of C')lnmllilication; but, as soon a~ 

the roads asked from the Government ar.' made. th:~y will at one,! be settled. 

The soil is good to the somh east of lak~~ Otis, :\;, t':u as the limit of the 
township or thereabouts, especially on the heights abo\Te the lak,~; in high, 
monntainons loralit it's some lots might tw unsuita.ble. To the north \nst of 
the lake, a great amount ot' land itS uw'nlti'.';Ible - there are a number of 
rock l(',l~t.,s and rocky hills, Un the bank:" uf' th,' outlet of lake Otis, there 
is some good land in \'ari'Jll>; pla:>~s. but it \\";IS mostly taken up before the 
,.;lln!'), ; there is also plenty of maple on the hilb in this direetion. 

The banks of the ri".'r :)~Ignenay, at this poiut, are n'ry hig-h, con~ist· 
ing of lony mountains, extending' oyer a mile: this land is all ullcultivable, 
eXI'ept ill the h:ly formed by tb,· outlet of lake Otis. where settlpments may 
herealter be made. There is already a SH'V mill bnilt at this spot. 

'i he ,alj"y to the north \Ye:-.t of the :"t'\"l'1I th range, to ,,,hich I allude 
in my notes of ~llrH'Y, wunld :lb,) :!fford a ral1!!"'~~ of good land, and \vhieh, 
if i-un,,·yed, ,,"unld \'ertainly b,. at on('e j;ll~"il up. After a topographical 
sun-e\' (,1' thi~ territory, I ha\Te fonoell an (,pinion of its yalue whi"h I 
subjuin : 

From the centre line as far as the limit of the towllship (range 1 and 
rclllg.~, ), <:~l'eptl'(l), the land i .. :, of :':'001 qnality and fa\Torable to culti,'ation; 
there is hardly allY 105s; all these lots <11\' bk"ll and will be purchased as 
soon as ot1;"red for sale by the Go,'(mllUl'llt, In the other part th",re is some 
lo~", but quit<> l'llou~·h is left to form some good .':'l'ltlements; :-:eYe'ral of the 
lots hv!'!' are tnken. The pine wood is !lut of mnch ,'alne and is \"I·ry seare(', 
there are a few ]'t'll Cipnl,'e and f;:';t!il'r"I! pine~, but in other pldc('" wood fit 
for buildin!r is found in lar:.:,,· qn::.ntitiL·':, as well as !"l',l spruce, "('lhr and 
maple. 

(La. TrclJlblrl?/, 1st June, 18(3.) 

Township of Ouiatchouan. 

By ;-tartill~' all my range lines at ri~ht angles with the Robervalline, 
I haye succeeded in making them almost ('unl'spond with the range lines 
of the township of Chamouchouull. The lots, on each side of the road, 
are certain I y the best in all the township, and the ad "an tage of the road 
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will greatly fa\'or the opening of the h '~1UtifLlI hnds which 1)1)((1,,1' it. 
From the Governm'mt 1'0, .. 1, by the Rol)'~rval line, I duined the depth of the 
second rang'e, to eighty chains ae.d eighty link~, and planted a post and a 
picket, numbered ~1, range ~ and 3, at thu end of this depth. The third 
line passes almost entirely o\-er dry and rollin~ land, which has h""n 
burned about 1~ years a~'o, aud is now \:un'I',:rl with a !lew and h,'an" 
growth of cypress. TIll' old trees are almo.,! all f'allpll, ",hidl (l1)"trneted 
the progress of Illy work. This range is in a ~Tl'at llh'a<UI',: fit for f'armin!..!·. 
~Iol"!> than the half of the north-w\~,.;t part of tll<' fourth rang">, and a lllu,,11 
smaller part of the fifth and sixth rll,lE!::~S, are rendered altogether Il; Ili I 
for farming' by the great number of rocks. whil'll ar~ found on r h'·Ill. I ]l:1 \",' 

didded but eight lots, on the fourth rall~" line and "ix:t"l'n on the fifth and 
sixth, but the se\-enth and eighth have 1)'el1 completely di,"ided and form 
a splendid tract of land well adapted for farming. The ;'ene'l'cll aSlwd of 
the land subdivided into lot'S differs very :lttle from that of the neig'hboring' 
to'.vnships; it rises gradually from the bank of L:d~ .. , :St. John, up tu the 
chain of rocks, four mil,·,.; behind, and t)Wll slop,·." ;'l"alluall~- and forms a 
\'ast stretch of land, ll'\-el and well wooded, wat,·r,·r\ by tIL" ()nial<'h')ll:lllish 
river and its tributaries and offers to eolollizatioll a ITII),-t i"rtile lipId. 

The opening" of this township to coloniz,ltw:\ will Ln"() 1', hy "./ tl"llll'ut 
of its lauds, the progreso-; of the neigtlbol'iug towllships ill thp. ltj~'I1<'"t 
IL'!,;Tce. The delay in the dearill~' of the InJiall j'('Sc'IT2 has ,·u:lsid,·[';tl)lr 
obstructed the start made by the ,.;dtkr . .; of B~anport auJ other pb· .... .; 
in Chamouchon:ln and Demeules, and 1 ;1" SUO:I"r the lamb ,He' ."Glli th,! 
sooner the obsta,·l., will b,~ remo\-t-d. I tak.' Th ~ ill) 'rty to r,'!ll ll"k that til" 
Indian r"s ... rn', SUdl as it is, IIl-,Llr after lh,! last subdi\"i"wn. "till paralyz,,'s 
to a certain point th' Oil"lling" 0f the hn '" whi ·il snrr()llad it. Tiu! Ill<lialls 
of the lake are not 11l1lll"l'On-.; :tll,l it is alt I»), ('ullinlting" th'3 land Ihal 
they subsist; hunting i . ., their prill,,'ipd reson['c' aaJ tll<'ir LlnJlit,· pas.-.;ioll, 
and they waut on th'ir r~~llrn after til"ir long hunts in th,' intt'ri()r hut a 
f\!w f ... d of land to put up th ... ir tent.-;, and SOllH~ wooel to light their lin'." 
When this land resen-e W.1S fir,,-l giWll th"111, the Indian" hastelled to 
imitate their white neighbJrs. to make clearings on the ",hore's of the lake 
and to build houses. ~OIJl' of thedl eyen sowed som.' grain anu ],U[;ltO":-;, 
but the most of it wa" ah ,adoned and a new !-!'l"uwth of Ire,,, pl'ullli;;.:s a 
forest in a few years" 't !tOSl' who take an interest ill the spt t lem"lll of the 
Saguenay territory are all of the opinion that for the ad\-allt~lg"" of the 
Indians, who do no farming worth speaking of, and for the prompt opening 
of the township of Ouiatchouan, a rang.~ should be added to the last 
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subdiyision oYerlappillg ~b al'res, on the resen'e, which will still leave a 
space more than sufficient for the Indians who may ,yish to try their skill 
in farming. The t!pper part of the to\vnship of Roberval, which is not 
diyided. is probably the best land in the township, apart from the range on 
the "hore of Lake:-lt. John; th8 yalley of the Ouiatchouanish continnes to 
the foot of the northern slope of the Laurentide mountains and forms a level 
tr,ll-t of land and "l'ry fit for farming. A road opened on the line bdweell 
Hobernll and Ouiatchouan. to the depth of thes~ townships, will gTcatly 
fen'or the opening of these upper ranges, by gi ,-ing free access to parties 
who may wish to settle thereon. 

The Uni,lkhonallish rin'r furnishes splendid water powers distributed 
OY0r the whole lenghth of its course; two grist mills and two saw mills are 
at this present tilll!' in operation on this ri,'er, III the neighbourhood of the 
new to,Ynship of ()uiatchonan, and as they are of the first n0c,'ssity to the 
set tler.~ of l~ohl>n'al, l'hamonehonan and Ouiatchouan, they will be' of the 
!.!T<':1test adyal1tage. 

(\,]olli,mti"ll lll:lk,'s wonderful progress on the shores of Lli,,' St. John. 
Fin~' miles of the banks ()f this beantifullake are occnpied alre:ldy by a 
COULl~''-'C\l'' and energetic populatIOn, whose industry and g'OO(: will know 
no bound", aHd as , .. OUll DS th(~ K'll()gall1i road is completed from the Portage 
d.,s Hocht'!,,.:, up to the Cham(Hl"honan river, \\0 cannot say wh.:l'l' their 
progres:,; will termilla teo 

The best site for a Yillage resen'e in the towllship )f Ouiatchouall i, 
on tIl<' (~nY('rllm"nt ;'O:1d hetwI'l'll the Ol1iatchonanish 1';,-e1' 'llHi the ro..J~ on 
lot Xo. In, uf the fin! i:lnge. From thi~ rock, the yiew is truly mag-IIi. 
hcent. I'lllbr,lcing an :t' ';\ of at. 1'''lSt ·:;01) square miles, 

Tht' "ilLl!.!,'i' 1'<'~1'1 yes have g:iYen and will al way;; give importance to the 
t')\\'ll:-:hips to whiGh they belong; the Yillages ofChicoutimi, S.lint Alphonse, 
:-:.1int Al.,\:i~, Hehertyille :l11d Yfl-'t:lher,'hol1'11' :11'1' inC'ol1tp~t:lhle proofs 

The lot& of the first and second ranges, on the Go,'ernmellt road, are 
mostly all marked with the names of new settlers, and the price per acre is 
one shilling as elsewhere in the Sagnen:lY. They will sell readily when 
adveItised for sale. 

The resources of Lake St. John, apart of its timber, being principally the 
culture of the land, they will be developed by degrees according as the coloni. 
L::ation roads, already commenced, will be completed and afford an easy 
outlet for its snrplns productions. 

(P,.Ii Dumais, 26th December, 1866). 
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Township or Parent. 

The Tikouapee river is a considerable stream, and its banks offer many 
advantages to form new settlements, besides that of easy communication, 
no rapid causing any obstacle as far as the outside of the north west line of 
the township of Parent. I divided the lots of the fourth range on the 
south west bank of this riYcr up to the twenty-second lot, inclusively, and 
divided at the same time those of the north east bank. 

The soil of the township of Parent is generally composed of a clay 
loam, covered in many places with a bed of sandy yellow clay. 

Fire has several times ravaged a great part of the tract comprised 
between the ri \-ers Ashuapmouchouan and Mistassini. A considerable 
quantity of good farming land appears to extend on each side of the Mis
tassini river, whose quiet flow seems to offer easy communication with 
the Lake St. John settlements. At the extremity of the point formed 
by the riYers Mistassini and Ashuapmouchou3n, there are beautiful wild 
meadows, also on the lots seventy-three and seveaty-four of the third 
range, and on the little i~lands situated at the mouth of the river Tikouapee. 
All the land within thp limits of the township and outside for a great dis
tauce is generally very level; apart from a few rocks that I remarked on 
the banks of the river, I did not find, on all the land that I surveyed, a 
pebble as big ["s a marble. Se\-eral settlers are to sow this spring the clear
an','es which they made in the course of last Sl1mm,~r. As soon as the 
opening of the Kenogami road permits, it is certain colonization will 
make rapid progress in the townships of Ashuapmouchouan, DJmeules and 
Parent, if the Government obliges the owners to work on their lots and 
fulfill the conditions stipulated ill their location tickets. 

(P.-A. 'lremblay, 13th June, 1854.) 

The starting point being at the post of lots number thirty-four and thirty
liY,~ of the fourth range of Parent, I ran the range line Irom this post in a 
southeasterly direction, straightening" tIle pickets for a considerable distance 
and a:-:mring mpelf by the inter,~""tion of til<' other lot posts that the ba,;,~ 

011 which I .... houltl "'ork was correct, aud followed the original course, thal 
is to :-ay, s~ulh 37(1 east, astronomical, the \"ariatioll ullcorrected being 17° 

11 
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45' west. On this base from the post of lots number thirty-four and thirty
fiye and at right angles I laid down a perpendicular running north 550 

east, astTonomical, to serve as a centre line for the part of the township of 
Parent, which I had to subdivide. 

Measuring off eighty chains and eighty links on this line and starting 
the rallge lil,e bet\'\'een ranges four and fiye at right angles tht'rewith, I 
struck the post of lots number twenty-nine and thirty of the original sur
vey, thus completing the fron t line of the fourth range; measuring off again 
eighty chains and eighty links 011 the centre line, I ran to this depth the 
line between ranges fiye and six on the same course and parallel to the b.lslJ 
line. 

On the north west side I came across the Parent line and found a dif
ference of a few links les$ in the chaining of lot number forty-nine, and I 
afterwards ascertained that this slight error was the same through all the 
uppl:'r ranges. 

This raJ:ge lint' I uns mostly through moist soil-- -wild meadows and 
swamps-but, ~d a H'ry 8h01't dist:mce on either side, the land is drier, of 
better quality and supports a bE-iter glOwth of wood IH'ar the rinr Tlkou
apee. The quality of the land is all that conld be desired: wheat land, a 
clay 10am; large and tall timber, composed of sprnce, fir, aspen, elm, ash, 
white birch, tamarac, pine (wry few), willow. alders, moose wood and 
mountain ash . 

.A great part of the lots of the fifth and &ixth ranges is takm up, and 
some of the settlers h<1ye ten, tWt'I!ty, thirty or forty acres of cleared land; 
sowings ,Ycrl' made h!~t sp'in~' Oll ~oml' of these lots. Next spring, them 
will be resident settlers on the btmks of the Tikouapee ri,rer. 

Continuing the centre line, I l'l"o~sed the Tikouapee riYer and ran tlH~ 
boundary between the sixth and f'l'Yl'nth ranges on its borders. I ran on 
each side the diyision line between the two aboyt' mentioned ranges, from 
the north e::l't side as far as the boundary lint:' of Parent, and from the 
north west I'ide as far !l8 number se'entl'en. inclusiYely, as specified in my 
instructions. 

The ridgf', VI" hich lies midway Let ween Tikouapee and Mistassini and 
which forms the heIght of lands between the two riYers, begins at the 
depth of the ~ixth range. Its soil is composed of yellow and grey sand 
mixed with yellow lUllTI, in Eome places, and clothed with a forest of tall 
and close growing (ypl'(,I'~, of"hich a great part has been destroyed by fi~e 
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within a few years 'Wild hay grows abundantly ill se,eral places in these 
burnt tracts. 

The centre line, prolonged as far as the eighth rauge', crosses the ridga 
above mentioned. The base line of this range "uts this ridge diagonally and 
traverses to the north west the valley of the Tikouapee, and to the south 
east that of the rinr Mistassini, on the western bank of this river. In these 
yalleys, the land and timber are in all respects magnificent. 

Continuing the centre line eighty links more, I placed the division 
post between the eighth and ninth ranges over the cypress ridge already 
mentioned. This part of the centre line acts as a frollt,line to the lots on 
the bank of the Mistassini riYer, and all the other ranges to the north east, 
which border the river, have this line for their front line. This is the object 
for which posts were placed eyery thirteen chains for the fi,e first lots of 
each range, and the sixth lot measuring a width of fifteen chains and eighty 
links thus completes the depth of ea('h range, that is eighty chains and 
eighty links. 

The land in the sout.h west being quite unfit for cultivation, I thought 
it useless to sUlTey that section. A marsh fifteen miles long extends 
in that diredion ; the Indians call it the Grand-Rlll'c(!urri, because in winter, 
iastead of follo"",,ing the Mistassini river to reach the height of land, they 
go by the swamp road, which sa,'es two days' march. 

I ne,erthele:<:" continued the centre line, dividing the lots that front on 
the Mistassini and scaling' this riYer "ith di,ision of lots and running of 
lines, as far as the line between the thirteenth and fourteenth ranges. 

Here, pursuant to instructions, I ran the centre line for four lots more 
to the north west and continued it on the same course as the preceding as 
far as its intersection with the Misbtssini ri,'er, and in the north west, 
diYiding the lots as far as the line of the seyenteenth range. 

All t.he range lines have been rnn in this part, as well as to the north 
'\\ est as to the south east of the centre line, and the lots han been divided, 
with the exception of a few in the fifteenth and sixteenth ranges in the 
neighborhood of the Parent line, where the swampy nature of the land 
did no~ allow of any survey. 

All the lots fronting the Mistassini rinr, with the exception of a few 
in the thirteenth and lourteenth ranges, are adapted to cultivation, and 
offer many advantages to new settlers from the proximity of the river, 
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which is n3Yigable from its first falls terminating at number forty. 
five of the seYenteenth range; it is the finest colonization road that we 
could wish for. 

The other part of ranges thirteen, fourteen, fifteen and sixteen is not as 
adYanbgf'ons for the present; but, in the near future, the divisions that I 
h~l"· made will haH> their ,'alue. 

A /t"r haying terminated the subdidsion into lots of the arable parts of 
the township of Parent, I went to the north west outline of this township, 
to the di"ision post behyeen ranges eight and nine. 

I nrified at this point the towllship line and the range line, and 
havill~' found no error, I ran [he boundary between the townships of Nor' 
mandin and Albanel, at right ang'les with that outline, thus continuing the 
line of sPp:Hation between tIll' eighth and ninth ranges of Parent, and veri· 
fyill~' m)' \york from time to time for a distance of seven hundred and 
twen t y chains, a" prescribea by my instructions. 

B..tl)l'l' proceedill!:!'. I pla('ed a boundary and a strong tamarac post at 
the intt'l',wdioll of tll<' towll<:ihip and range lines, that is, my starting point. 
This post is marked Albanel 011 its north sidt:'o Xormandin on the west, and 
Parent 011 the south, with the year and my name. The course of this grand 
to\ynship line i", north 87" west, astronomical, variation uncorrected, 17' 
45' \\' es t. 

From my starting point, the land does not promise well; a spruce 
:.!TOH' haying: heen burnt a few yt'ars ago, tile land buried under six inches 
,,[, \\'att:'r, the mow which con'red the earth before the heaq' frosts ha," 
ing pre\'\.'uted it from freezing as \ydl as the water. The soil, being com
POSt'.! of hard clay and perfectly It:'wl, has retained the water abundantly 
supplied hv the fall rains. At the end of the first mile, the timber changes 
for the better, the soil drains itself easily, and the moss disappears. The 
land consists of allm"iol1, loam and day. A grey loam is seen in the banks 
of the Stl'l>~ll1l". The land ('ontillues thus as far as tlw fifth mile. From this 
point, it ~Tadllally ]'i~,'~ and bt:'comt:'s undulatill~' on the t:lirect course of tllt' 
line; but t:lis undulation is owing' to the stl't'am, which "vinds through 
th,~ sUl']'otll}(lin~' lalld~ in a rather shallow bFld, but yet sufficiently deep to 
form l'iyulet", \\'hi"h drain a g:reat part of the moist lands around. 

I )11 the sl'Yt'nth mile, the line cuts at right angles one of the branches 
of the Tikouapee riYer. This bWllc'h and allulh,~r on the eighth mile 
could easily he made nayigable for boats, iftlwy were cleared. On the main 
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branch are two magnificent water powers, a mile or so betw (11 each other 
and about a hundred chains to the sonth west of the line. 

I terminated the grand range line at the seven hundred nd twentieth 
chain. I placed at every mile, while scaling this line, a sq are post regu
larly marked. 

I at the same time explored the land on each side of this ""rand ran""e 
::. '" 

line, for a distance of about. four or fiYe miles I was agT .... ahly surprised 
at meeting, in Normandin especially, land of superior quality, as much in 
the appearance of the soil and timber as in the adrantages-it offers to 
settlers-of perfect drainage and easy cultivation with the hoe. 

I came across in this township a vast extent of burnt land where 
tillage would be so easy that two men could clear eYery day enough land 
to keep a plough continually at work. 

On one of these burnt tracts, where wild hay grows in abundance 
(a significant fact, as in the other sections of the Saguenay, whererer there is 
burnt land, it is either noxious weeds or a new growth of trees that comes 
up), there is a space of several acres on which wild strawberries grow in 
profusion and quite undisturbed; the plants are bushy and the fruit is of 
more than the usual size. The person, who gave me the information, was 
worthy of belief, and said he crossed this land while exploring last summer 
in company with a number of others, in a part of the township of Nor
mandin. 

The Tikouapee riYer winds to the south east of the township line at a 
dista.nce of one or two miles and a half townrds the middle of the line, and 
approaches it on reaching the western end. 

Nothing is more c!larming than the valley of this stream. There is 
nothing like it in the Saguenay, not to speak of elsewhere. The gentle flow 
of its dark waters towards Lake St. John, the elms and the willows that 
shade its banks reflect as if in a mirror their elegant trunks, with their 
long and waving branches. There is a growth of tall and evergreen 
hay at the foot of these elms which adds eYery year to the fertilizing 
mould. Wild vines creep and twine from tree to tree like i \'y and form a 
con tin uous shade. 

There is nothing more inviting to the settler who sincerely wishes to 
become a land-clearer than these beautiful forests growing on ,,'ell drained 
and slightly rolling land with a rich and fertile soil. He would consider 
himself rich in owning a few acres ofland fronting 011 the Tikouapee river. 
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No mor8 anxiety for his horse and cow; a good pasture for summer and 
excellent £orao-e for winter. It is an important consideration for the new o 

s£'ttlt'r to have fodder at hand for the poor animals that are so usefnl and 
llecessary. 

On the ridge which skirts the yalley on both sides of the ri,'er, the 
timber, which consists of spruce, birch, fir, aspen and a few pines, is of 
rt'markable height and siz\~; the spruce especially being of sufficient size 
and q nality to furnish to the trade o,'er one hundred thousand saw logs. 
The're are only a few whit.3 pine scattered here and there. Hunters have 
assured me that in the upper parts of the river from forty to sixty miles back 
from L;;ke St. John, there are magnificent pine groves which cover a great 
stretch of land; that the quality of the soil and the timber is everywhere 
the same-strong loam and mixed timber; that there are no mountains or 
rocks; and that the whole is nearly level, with an imperceptible slope 
towards the Lake. 

In the township of Albanel, the section that I explored is in all res· 
pects like the N"ormandin land. The swamp of the Grand Raceourci, which 
I met to tht' north e<lst and " .. hieh runs through the township across its 
whole width, robs it of ahout a quarter uf its al'!~a; but the western part is 
equal to the best lands in the townships of Caron and Signal. 

On the river Tikouapee, 'within the limits ofXormandin, there are three 
importnllt ,yat\~r powers; the first one especially will probably be utilized 
this Spl iu[.!', ii your department gets this fine township subdiyided. 

In (ollcluding this report, I may add that I am thoroughly convinced 
th:1,t th .. ]1orth western part of the territory of Lake :-\t. John constitutes 
the' largest, the fiuest, most fertile and most adnlntageous fielJ in every 
resppct for th\: development of the patrioti,' cau"e of colr-,uization. 

With good roads well located in the best parts of the Upper Saguenay, 
a railroad to connect the fertile yalley of Lake St. John with Quebec 
city, some free grants of lawi in isolated localities-wi th these facilities, I 
say, we would see before twenty years a population of at least one hundred 
thousand souls, Ii ving in comfort around. thi-; beautiful L:.tke and ill the fertile 
valleys of the numerous ri,'ers which flow into it from all sides. 

A railway would be the vivifying' and colonizing :ll'tery which would 
make the S:iguenay district one of the most beautiful as well as the most 
flourishing !'Ind 'wealthy sections of the Dominion. 

(P.·H. Dumais, 31st January, 18'72) 



Townsh ip of Perigny. 

After having ascertained by a good astronomical ObS'~lTation the vari
ation of my instrument, I ran the north west outline of the township of 
Perigny, for a distance of a mile. I then, on an astronomical course. ran the 
south east outliue of this township for a distance of 511.68 chains. at the 
end of which I intersected the Marais road. 

With the exception of a few chains from the starting point, the land 
on this line is very mountainous; all this tract, properly speaking, consists of 
a single range of mountains, with a height \"arying from 500 to 1,200 feet. 
cut at intervals by deep valleys -which follow the slope of the mountains. 
This chain lies towards the south east and extends for about a league and a 
half in that direction, forming at its south eastern extremity. with another 
range of mountains running in an opposite direction, a large valley of good 
and beautiful land. 

The timber on the fianks of the mountains and in the vallRYs is of 
fine growth. I noticed that it was of a superior quality to that of the Upper 
Saguenay. 

The brooks and streams which I crossed on this line fall into the river 
St. John, and are formed by the discharge& of the lakes and ponds. 

I next proceeded to scale the Marais road and l'Anse St. Jean, taking 
for the starting point a spot where I intersected the Marais road with the 
preceding line on which chaining I gave alignments. and placed two bound
aries on each side of the road. In !icaling the road, I found in general the 
land of excellent q uali ty. very level and well wooded; but I may note that 
the road runs e\'ery where through a yalley bordered on either side by 
mountains of greater or less height, which come so close togPiher at some 
points as to leave but little le,-el ground; nevertheless the flanks of these 
mountains are in great part composed of good laud, which allows of a range 
being established on each side of the road, except at the part known as the 
Passe-de-Roches. which is situated towards number sixteen of range F. C. for 
a distance of about sixty chains and whiGh is nearly all unfit for cultiva
tion. The mountains or elevations are rocks (granite) and are so close 
together that they form a little valley, through which there is only space 
enough left for the road for a distance of about thirty chains. 

As for the continuation of the scaling of the Marais road from its junc
tion with L'Anse St. Jean road to the St. Agnes road, I must say that I did 
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all I possibly could to find the location represented on the plan which 
accompanied my instructions, but I could not find the slightest trace of 
it. I made enquiries on the &ubject from the oldest inhabitants of the place, 
but they knew of no other line than the one laid down in my plan. As 
this road continued in a direction which did not suit for the division of 
the ranges, I discontinued its scaling at the front line of range A. From this 
point, there remain about three miles to reach the St. Agnes road. 

After scaling- the road as aforesaid, I proceeded to run the front lines of 
ranges A, E, C, D, F, and the lines of Yerification of the ranges as appears 
by my field notes. 

The land along the range lines is broken, but generally good enough 
for tillage. I have laid down on the plan all the timber that I met. 

The river St. John which I seyeral times met, and which is indicated 
on the plan, furnishes quite a number of water powers for saw and grist 
mills. It is in width from one to two chains and its still waters are very 
deep. It has also a number of rapids. 

(J.-O. 7remblay, 4th September, 1886.) 

Township of Racine. 

The township of Racine, lying between Lake St. John and the ri,'er 
Mistassini, forms a peninsula, the surface of which is absolutely level and 
regular, almost like that of the lake. 

In the whole township there is neither mountain nor hill, rock nor 
boulder. 

The whole peninsula, which seems to have been submerged by the 
'waters of Lake St. John, is composed of alluyial sand, lightly covered here 
and there on the surface by a layer of grey or white sand, an inch or two 
in thickness. 

This land, though not of first quality, is rich enough, and well suited 
for cultiYation. It is the same character throughout the whole of the 
township. 

The vacant land to the east of the exterior line appeared to me to be of 
better quality, especially along the riYer Little Peribonka, where seyeral 
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persons made some clearings last winter in order to make certain of hayino
land there. ~ 

The shores of the lake, and especially Point Mis tassini. are low. 

A considerable part of this township, as indicated on the plan. is 
submerged by the high water of Lake St. John; but not e,'ery year. 
·Within the limits of the land so submerged. there is a natural meadow, 
covered every year by a growth of wild hay, which is shown on the plan 
in its largest extent. 'rhis meadow may be utilized for cattle raising. 

In the centre of the township is an uncultivable swamp, which I ha,re 
represented in all its proportions on the plan. This swamp might be 
drained. It is covered in a few places by a stunted growth of small bushes. 
but is mOf:,tly barren. I found that in several places there was no thickness 
of turf (savane). 

The whole township, with the exception of this natural meadow, is 
covered with large growing timber, consisting of balsam, cypress, spruce of 
all kinds, white birch, ash and a few oaks, and some plots of alders on the 
border of the lake. Messrs. Price & Co. have cut large quantities of pine. 
cypress and spruce logs here. 

No test has yet been made of the climate. 

There are no settlements or improvements in this township. 

l.Arthur du Tremblay, 6th June, 1883.) 

Township of Roberval. 

I first ran the centre line in the fourth range, between lots Nos. 20 
and 21, and, at a distance of 80 chains 80 1inb, I ran the range line 
betwepn the fourth and fifth ranges, and so on for the other ranges to the 
eighth. The latter range is only 42 chains 10 links deep. 

The lots chained in the fifth and sixth ranges are 28 in number, while 
in the seventh and eighth ranges there are 33. 

All these lots are adapted to tillage and it will not be long before they 
are taken up by settlers on account of the superior ad,rantages which the 
quality of the soil and the proximity of Lake St. John lend to this locality, 
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orer the new townships to the north west of the lake. The surface is generallJ 
lenl and only slight undulations are met with, but all these favor the 
drainage of the land. The soil is a grey and yellow alluvial loam, covered 
hy a layer of humus or hh:k monld for a depth of four to eight inches 
Except a few rocky spots, where the ground changes its level, there is very 
little loss on these lots. 

The part of tIll' township 'which I hare not subdivided consists oj 

rocky ground that in some places has been several times swept by fire, 
and does not appear to he susceptible 0 f cultivation or to be worth division 
lllto lots l'xcept for the merchantable timber to be found on it. Here, as in 
the part subdivided, the timber is composed of the usual woods obsen-ed in 
t he Lake :St. John ,-alley, the prevailing species being white spruce and 
iamarac, fir, white birch and ash. 

(P.-J.-C- Dumais, 4thh February, 1880.) 

Township of Ross. 

I ha"e the honor to presf'nt the report of my survey of the first four 
ranges of the towm:hip of Ross made according to instructions from yO'lr 
department in date of the 30th ~Iay last. 

I began my operations at the post planted at the north west angle of 
Ouiatchou<tlJ, towards the south east, for ,1 distance equal to the depth of 
three ranges of .SO chains l'aeh. In compliance with my instructions, I 
planted properly marked posts at the extremity of each range, with stone 
boundaries and glass underneath. I ascertained the astronomi0al course of 
this line to be :-; 52° 55' 3:)" W. Aecording to an observation which I 
made from the pole star at its eastern elongation, on the 20th June last, I 
found that the variation of the needle at this spot was 1.5 0 W. 

I then proceeded to the south west outline of the township, and, start
ing from a post planted at the southwestern angle of Roberval,and on the 
same course as the first, I extended this line for the distance of three 
ranges of 80.::-;0 chains each, and planted properly marked posts and stone 
boundaries, &c, at the extremities of their depth. I determined the hreadth( 
of Lake Rond trigonometrically and scaled the part of it which is included 
in the township of Ross, in order to ascertain its superficies. 
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I next went between ranges one and hvo, starting from the post planted 
at 80.80 chains with double alignments, according to instructions, and 
marking with care the numbered posts of the north \yest outline towards 
the south west. 

I next proceeded to the centre line, starting from thp post between 
numbers 30 and 31 of the line between ranges one and t\vo, and. on the 
same astronomiclll course as the outline, I ran the ,'entre liIll' to the same 
depths as these lines, that is to say, from the line between the townships 
of Roberval and Ross; I ran this line towards the south west to the depth 
of three ranges of 80.80 chains each, 

I afterwards ran the lines bet'wcen r:mges two and three, planting 
numbered posts at e,ery thirteen chains and scaling the lakes intersected 
by these lines. 

In general, all these lands are adapted to cultivation, the soil in several 
places being a strong black loam. 

The forest which covers them includes in many places merchantable 
timber, such as white spruce fit for making' saw logs, tamarac and ,vhite 
birch. On the Ouiatchouaniche and Iroquois riYers, there are also several 
mill sites, which I have been unable to indicate precisely on my plan. 
Lastly, the appearance of the country is magnificent, being generally free 
from mountains and offering great attractions to settlement. 

(Jeall 11I(/{{ais, 24th December, It184.) 

Township of Signal. 

I proceeded to layout the line between the fifth and sixth ranges, 
from the post and boundary on the divisiu!l line between the towll'5hIP of 
Labarre and the township of Signai. from which post I ran it on a comse 
74°30' W., astronomical, as far as the intersection of the rear Ene of the tenth 
range. 

At the request of the settlers in these two ranges, I divided the lots on 
1,'<I,'h side of the range line, that is to say, ill double ranges. thus giving to 
the inhabitants of the fifth and sixth ranges the advantage of having only 
to make in common a central road. 
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Apart from a swamp of about fifty acres in superficies, on the lots in 
the neighborhood of the centre line, the two ranges which I have just 
subdivided are cortainly magnificent in el-ery respect: soil composed of 
clay, wheat and alluyialland, timbered with birch, spruce, fir, white birch, 
pillE', elm, ash and cedar, climate favorable on account of the proximity of 
Lake "'t. John, whose waters temper and ch.'ck the early fall frosts, and in 
proximity to a saw mill, the property of the Messrs. Lindsay, on the 
Grammont ri,er. 

It is very probable that the llew parish which is being formed in this 
township will have its centre at the intersection of the line of the fifth and 
sixth ranges and that of the tenth range. Joseph Morel, who has already 
formed the nuclei of three new settlements on the eastern shore of Lake 
~t. John, came and put up his house ill mid forest, ill the fifth range, and 
is encouraging others to follow his good example; many have already made 
considerable clearings and intend to sow next season. The reserve of a 
certain amount of land at a suitable point for a village site would greatly 
advance colonization and lend mnch importance to these settlements. 

The township of Signai is rapidly progressing, and, as soon as the 
island of Alma road is terminated, all the lots will be occnpied by the 
owners of location tickets, who are only wai ting to remove thither as soon 
as the road is finished. 

(P. H. Dumais, 22nd February, 1869.) 

There was no trace left on the line between the first and second ranges 
to indicate Mr. Jules Tremblay's survey except two pickets in the swamp 
near the line of Labarre. The land, from number thirty-five as far as 
number twenty-fiYe, where the centre line runs, is partly cleared for a depth 
of se,eral acres; but all the buildings were destroyed by the great fire 
and in the rest, from the centre line as far as Labarre, no clearings have 
been made on the second range for want of subdivision. 

I laid out the centre line to lerify the depth ot the second range, and 
found a few stumps, indicating the original mrvey; the depth was correct\ 

All this land is of excellent quality and the swamp to the south east 
could be easily drained. 
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I ran and cleared the line between the second and third ranges, 
dividing the lots and planting good posts duly numbered and finding 
t \V en ty-three lots of best quality land. 

Small clearings have been made on the first two lots; on the thirteen 
others, the settlers have taken the expioring line run by Mr. Dllberger, 
p L. ~, for the range line and han made considerable clearings near the 
Labarre line There are also small clearings in the second and third ranges. 

This line runs certainly through the most beautiful land of ::-;ignm, and 
deserves to have a colonization road run through it to connect Lake :-It. 
John with the Alma and Hebertville roads, The land is le\Tel, \vell drained, 
and the quality of the soil superior in every respect. 

I next went by the line of the second range, as far as the line of th\' 
third and fourth ranges, which I chained and cleared, di\"idedand blazed as 
far as the intersection with the Labarre line, finding from di:;tall,'e to 
distance a few clearances in the ]lI·ighborhood of this lillf', .1. few posts 
were found, bnt without any numbers. 

The twenty three lots chained in the fourth range promise to be the 
sJe of of a fine settlement at no distant da,". 

I finished my work with the chain in!!: and division of the line between 
the fourth and fifth ranges, planting good posts at all the lots, after regularly 
chaining and carefully blazing the line. This rang"e also incl11l1,~" t \\"I'll t Y 
three lots; on the thir1y-fifth there is a deserted clearing of senmtl a'T,',". 

This land is not as ad\Tulltageons to begin sl'ttlell1ents <t,; that in the other 
ranges; consequently the settlers han~ prderred to clear the Jifth ra11:,\"e along 
the line which separates it from the sixth, thus forming ;t donbh range. 

(P.-II DUlilois, ~nd .Tuh". ISii)). 

All this land in general i~ \\',·ll snil,',1 to tillaC\'e; a lan!'e I~:dellt of it 
was sown this spring, and the settlers are making nt'w clearing:;, In 
;"l)proaching' the Petite Decharge, howe\-I'!'. the lots ]0-;" a !..!Teat deal 01" 

il Ilt'ir yalue; rUt'!;:s ITOP to Ih,' surla,'p, lea\"ing but little land fit for cnlti
Yalion; ne\"erihdess all the 101s ale taken up. 

(i),-Il. DIIII/ais, :)lllh August, 1:370). 
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Townships of Signai, Labarre and Caron. 

With the exception of a f'trip of rocky land which covers part of the 
sixth range and of the Saguenay range, in Labarre, the three sections which 
I haye J'urn>ycd in the townships of Signai, Labarre and Caron contain a 
considerable "extent of land of extraordinary fertility. A great number of 
farmers ha\"e made large clearings at different points. , 

The si 1 uation of the fourth and of the fifth rang!s of L'lbarre will give 
easier access to the island of Alma and to the other ranges of the township 
of Signal; but this ad \'antage would be still greater if the line between 
the fourth and the fifth ranges were continued a'3 far as the line at the 
depth of the land along the rin~r des Aulnets, The ri"er Bedard offers fine 
sites for the ('onstruction of mills throughout the part of the township of 
Signai \y hic.h it CroS:-il'S; the branches of this ri "er' water a considerable 
extent of thp fourth, fifth and sixth ranges of Lab:nre, 

(P-A. Tremblay, 28th Noyember, 1865. 

Township of Saint-Germain. 

TIll' soil l);'twcen lot llumbpr one and lot number llinett!pn inclusive, 
south of rin'r :-:aillte-Mnrg'lH:,rite, is adapted to l'llltiYatiolJ, consisting of 
rich Yl·llow loam coyered with hard and soft wood. 

On the spdion comprised between lot number nineteen and lot fifty
[i,e, north of the sam" ri,er, to the base of the mountains, a distance varying 
between twenty and thirty chains in depth, the land would also be well 
adapted to settlement. 

I began 10 :,;kirt the southern bank of the mountain, along the river 
Sainte ::'brglwrite range, at the commencement of lot number four. and I 
followed it to the extremity of the line. 

In the ranges south of the ba~e line, the land is suitable for farming, 
with the exception of some chains of rocks existing principally along the 
:-;agncllay river and throughout a great portion of range A. C 

All the lakes which I met in the course of my survey abound with fish, 
trout 311d eels predominating. • 
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There are se,'eral good harbors along the shore of the SJgu~nay ri ver, 
but the best is l'Anse a Xavier, in front of the village reserve, 

All the rivers crossing this township offer splendil mill-sites. 

Roads will undoubtedly be opened through this township, prin"ipally 
throughout the part surveyed, and that remaining to be slllTt','l'd included 
between the third range and the ri'-er tll'~. Margnerite, bet\Y~en Cap Est 
and Ruisseau Rouge. 

The survey of these two last sed ions is anxiously called for by a hrQ'" 
number of settlers who have already commf~JlI:(',l work thereon. _. 

I further take upon myself to call the attention of the department to 
the nature of the soil between the river ~te. J\brguerite and the Sagllenay, 
east of the township of tlt. Germain. HaYing' had occasion to traY~1 
throughout the whole of this territory, in enry direction, before it \\';\" 
surveyed, I do not hesitate to say that its soil and climate are as good, if 
not better, than in any other of the already sun-eyed to\\'n.,hips of the 
Saguenay region. 

((-inioll Gagnon, April 3ru. I'll,::!.) 

Township of St. Hilaire. 

The towlliShip of St. Hilaire, situate to th,) east of the towll.~hip vI' 
DeQllen, and in rear of the to\YlHhips of Mby, Caron and ~1etabetchonalJ, 
comprises a superficies of 3i,OOO acres. 

TOPOGRAPHY AND t:OIL.-I am happy to say that this towllship 011 th· 
whole is suitable for colonization. 

The valley of the BellI' Ril'ie!"', the left bank of the Cellr lakes. and the 
right bank of the ri,-er Met'lbetchouan, in the first and third r;lllg't's, with a 
part of the second and fou :th ranges, are considerable tracts of arabl,~ lanrls 
of the best quality, UIl0b:-, rudl'd by allY rocks or mOUlltaill'i or anything' 
.disadyantageous. 

The rest of the township is of a much poorer soil, composed generally 
of grey and black earth, often mixed with sand, and is also rather stony, but 
I beliere it can be sold for farming purposes to the sati:·';£·action of settlers. 
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A third portion comprising about one·fifth of the land surveyed, being 
cut np by small mountains and flat rocks, is consequently unfit for cultiva
tion, as shewn on the plan. 

TIMBER AND W ATER-COU~SES.-All this township is under a rich, new 
!.-!To\\'th of green ,,'oods, consisting of white spruce, black spruce, fir, bou
leau, alders and aspen. In the valley of the outlet of the lake d la Carpe 
(Sucker lake), there is a considerable quantity of white spruce fit for making 
logs. There neyer was any pine in this region. 

This land is watered by the lake of Belle Riviere, by the Big and Little 
Cedar lakes, by the Big and Little lak8 of Belle Riviere, by the river Meta
hetchonan, and by many other streams and discharges running through it 
in all direction:-;. 

There are two magnificent mill-sites on the river Metabetchouan. The 
first is 011 lc,t No. til of the first range, and the secoud on lot No. 33 of the 
first range of the river Metabetchouan. 

These lakes and rin~rs abound with fish; and their wat~rs are pure 
IIld good. 

CLDU.TE.- The squatters, who occupy the first two miles on each side 
('If the ri,'er :3Ietabetchouan, speak fa,'orably of the climate, which, natu
rally, mlUit be as good as that of St. Jerome and St. Louis de Metabet· 
chonan. 

There are also othpr improvements in the first range, north of the Befle 
liiriire. Three men named Simeon and Simon Betlamy, and Adolphe 
Gaudmult lin there 'with their families. These brave pioneers appear to be 
tole~.~ly comfortable 
uJ.""C..v 
rrr,;; This township being in close proximity to the Lake St. John railway, 
and having the advantage of a good colonization road, should, I think, be 
soon set tIed. 

(A1'lltur <Ill Tremblay, 11th October, IS8!.) 
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Township of Simard. 

I confined myself to the survey of the residue of the township of 
Simard, in which I laid out four ranges, that is to say, the sixth, seventh, 
eighth and ninth, into lots ...... 

This part of the township of Simard, as well as the lower part, 
except the first range or range fronting on the Ri,"er Sagnenay, is a per
fect le'"e]' or nearly so, with the exception of the hills and gullies formed 
hy the riYers and water courses; eyery brook, no matter how s mall, gene
rally lying in a gully formed by itself; at some dp-pth below the general 
hYel, never, even in case of the riYer Shipshaw, exceeding hundred feet, or 
very Ii ttle more, the small brooks, being proportionately nearer the surface; 

This part of the country is characterized by a total absence of rocks of 
any description, not even small stones, "Xl'cpt at the level of the river 
Shipshaw, and in some cas.';';, though ,"ery rocky, at the level of the 
"Ri,"iere aux Vas\~s," The fa,'cs of the ravines formed hy the \vater 
c('urses, are composed of a light, slippery, whitish day, from which circum
stance" Ri ,"ier'~ aux Yases " takes its name; its b~d not ha,-ing yd reached 
the rock, the water pouring hom it into the Sag'uenay is al"';lYs mucldy, 
from the weariuQ' of the clay through which it passes. 

Considerabl,~ ma,,;,;c's of rock of the kiwI called ~'Il<~b";, 'l stratified 
granite, appear 011 l'a..]l side of the ri\'er Shipsha.w near its mouth, in the 
first rall!.!,'e; tlw sam(~ rod;: j" abO) "1','11 'in other par(" of tho ri\,.'r, but in no 
other portion of thE' township, ";;:,','pt it he found at th.· rear outline, where 
a 8tray spur ot th,' hills may l'l'Up into it, as th.' land here begin::; to rise. 

Thl~ :;oil oYl'dying the clay al,oY,' mentioned is \'arion~, al',:or.lill~' te) 
its position, SOlll,O P:!l'ts being slig;htl~, l'ais,'d abo\Te (he Q"~ll"ral l .. \"d, oth.,}'s 
sli!.,!'llt! y dl'P}'<'SH,d: the hig'her parb are sandy. ;;n~h as the sixth and sl~,'en( h 
ranQ"'s near the riYl~r Ship::;haw', ~To\Ying chiellr a "'l .. ',~it':; of pine called 
cypr,,::-;s, \\ith sprn.,,~ and IiI'; other parts owin~ toslig;ht depl";s:,lO<l ill this 
almost too level country, are S\Y.Il11I'Y, !.!,'lowill!.~; hlack sprll'~\', red spl'll':l' 
and LIlll,lra,.].;:. such as 'a portion or the "i!'!"hlh riln'.::'.' het\\'l"'1l the river 
:-:hipshaw and the ""lltr,~ line, anclllear thu " Riyierl' aux: Yases" towards 
tIl<' hle"( outlill"; S<>lll.· p,lrts ot' the ninth r:lIlg'u, ,·~p.Yi;ill~T th,' rear, are 
swnlUps, or " :; I\Tallll<~S" almoe;t open plaine,:, with \','r~T littl,' ,Yooel, owing 
t(l thi~ pa'rt h"iwr in the illllH,'di:lk yieinity of th,' foot of tll<' range of hills 
],o\ll!l~il):!' t hl,'; plaiu to the north, :111(( l'v\'l'iying all the draina~',~ ot' till' 

13 



178 

mountains, which cannot filter t1:1'Ou3'h the day of the subsoil, or find 
::wc..:ss to the rivers from the level mtme of these portions of land. 

The rest of the township is, for the most part, a good sandy loam, 
~Tu\yill!.;' birches, black birch, firs, aspen, spruce and poplar, in some places 
mixed with white maple and maple; cedar is fonnd in many places ill large 
quantitil'c;, and ac;h I"ometimes al'p":l1':;; in tIll':;'! ('as,-';-.; tIll' s,)il is a black 
mould; many parts of this towllship gro\\' red :;prw'e, tamarac of a large 
size, and parties are now making knees for the purposes of ship building, in 
the sixth and seyenth ranges. 

To the west of the rin'!' ~lllp,.:haw, the ,.:oil is a little more sandy, 
o\ying to the appearance of pine in considerable qnantities ; there ar2lumber
men engaged here in taking out pine timlwr for :JIr. Pri,'t', of Chicoutimi ; 
but with the '·:;:"q.ti',n of the pine riclg,,·s the la.ud has the appearaJlr"~ of 
being as fayorable for Sl'ltl,·tll'·llt as :my other part of tlv tilwll,:,hip, and the 
to\\-ll"hi 11 as a \Y hole, t llOllc;'!l t Ill' soil is not so g'()od as tll 'I t a h'Hl t the foot 
of Lake st. .T"jlll, i, as fa\-,,),;)l)).. rur settl"iil"lll a;, ;liIY of this part of 
the ~:;\~'nenay; on tlw "outll "ide of the ;-;l~'l1r'll:l:Y the soil impro\'e~, a'" yon 

leaH' l'hi':"ntill,i a1hl nc;ll' Lrke ~t. .Tohn, and I ha\-" el-ery reaS(llI to 
hdie\"l~ the ('as,~ to be th,· ~,rm" 011 th': Hortll c:i,1.'. 

~\Iost oj' th.· woou in thi~ township to the east of th,· river Ship,"haw 
'\Yas burnt otf~ from all a Pi'l'<lLll II ',-,s, ab;Jl1t sC'\'tmly or "I~.Lhty y,_~ar:; ir,,'I), 
parts of burllt ,;tnlJlj'S and pi,·,"'" of laE!"~ pill" tl'l!l'S I)"lll~ still nwt \\"ith, 
\yhidl :U;'·<"ll111."; for tll-' o;u:n'whit li~'ht ll;lture of th.) sUlt in SHU ~ part..; as 
originally thi" lllust haye ]""'11 the :;:ll11e allu\-ial (l"posit a,; the rest of the 
plain on ],olh "i,l,·s of tlw :-;;\~lh'I1:1y, np to Lake St. John, but at this latter 
place the fil''':s 'S .. 'I'" not so l'xt<'li~in'. 

Tlwre are sonlt' ~')i)d mill :oi(,:s on th,~ rin~r Ship8haw wi III \yater 
po\ver suifi,j"llt to drin mills 01 :lll)' size, alld some sites on the small 
streams for inferior mills for i3ettlement l,urposes, 

(fl. Wallacc:, 30th ~Ial'('h, IS;);).) 

letraced the lines of thl' third and fourth ranges on the east siue of I 

the river Shipshaw and extended them on the \n~st side. After rnnning 
the line of the third range. I sealed the riYer Shipsh:lw and divided the 
lots on the west side, planting good posts duly numbered, and so on for 
the other ranges as far 3S the sixth, 
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I deemed it advisable to run the line at the depth of the fourth range 
in the direction of the post number thirty-seven and thirtY-L'ig'ht of the 
same range ill order to take in nearly all the good land at th,~ depth of 
these lots and to pass the line on tlw edge of a marsh. 

I terminated this part of my \vork in the third, fourth and Jifth l';)Il~'t''', 

in order to establish their depth and to run the line betwL'en this l'<tllge and 
range A, 

The part of this township to the east of the riwr Shipsha\\', from the 
first to the fourth range, has '1t different times h"L'n S\H'pt b:.- fire, and ill 
vain did I try to find the line of the second range. As it was impossible 
for me to discover the old lines of the second range, I Wt'll t to the third, 
which I could follow through a swamp on number twentY-TWO, near tlw 
small lake there, as far as the centre line, whi"h I found at ,'i~'ht chains 
and thirty-five links, to the east of the small hranch of the ri\'er flU.1. Vlfse,-,;, 

I cleared the centre line for two depths, that is tn :-ny, 110.:1-1, "hains, 
and at this distance I ran the range line and ,'hainlJd the hh or ral1~'e A 
and of the first raug·". 

The soil in this part of the towllship is generally well suited for tilb~'C', 

especially on the lots of the third and fourth ranges, which art~ ,'()mposed of 
a grey and yellow loam of superior quality, and ,'ery w"ll \Yooded with 
spruce, fir, white birch, poplar, aspen, youn!!,' pine, &". Althou~'h most of 
the merchantable timber has been cut off, there still remains a great deal 
for building purposes. 

The land on the fifth range 1:- drier, but swampy in rear, In range 
A and the first range, the land is slightly broken and the soil is a grey 
alluyial earth, except on the lots hom number twenty-two to thirty, inclu
sively, where there is a little loss, on account of rocks. The dearings in 
the range A are somewhat extensi\',~ and are made along the road. The 
lots are nearly all occupied. 

The part of the second range, comprising the lots number twenty-seven 
to thirty-two, is very broken by bare rocks, and these lots are yery unfitted 
for settlement. 

(P.-T.-C, Dumais, 14th June, 1879,) 
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Townships of Simard, Tremblay and Falardeau. 

I h:1H' the hollo)]' to report that I h:1\'" completed the c1l'lining of the p~rts 
of the t n\yll~h1!)~ of ~i tn a I'll, Tremblay and F:tlardean which weI' .. confided 

to 111e. 

I am happy tn h" ahl" to state that I ha,'e e,tablish·'d thn I'xi;.tencn of 
arable land ill tIll' QTI'ater portion of' the tracts ",hi,·h r surveyed. In till' 
l'I'Yelsl·d lots "fran!,!'t' llill" of :-;i1l1ard anu ran!,!'I~ ten of Tremblay, the land 
i" YI'I'\' "]:1YI'\' on the ,nrh._'I' as far as the ""ntre line of th,'se townships, 
wl1l'1'<' lh .. nplwr !:1\"I'r ]jI"'onws S:lllll~', and prl'"ellts a silicious appearance 
of ,':uialll .. thid~]lI"'"' altt'l'llatillQ' with calcareous and argilaceous schists. 
Thl' !'rlll,,·rly "i' th .. ",> "I:lY,~, of retainill!,!' water at the surface, has produced 
"()Ill" plnt~ ot' "old I md ",,\-,'rl·ll with a layer of yeQ'ctable mould, varying' 
from a fl'W ill,.]l"" ill tltid;:IlI"". TIl<' ,.;allle cau",' is lwr,·,'ptible in the growth 
and 'lu:tiit\ .. i' the timb·r. U",l and black spruce :HI' the prentiling kinds. 

III lh" oth,~r part" th,' timh .. r i" of a y.·ry line growth, and is chiefly 
'·Ollli,,,,·.l o\' \\-hiltj "p'·n'·.·. ",hit" birch and poplar. 

In the upper portion, llorth of th" "elltre line of the towllship of Simard, 
and w""t of the' ""lLtrl~ lilll' of the towllship of Falardeau, the intermediate 
lll'i!.,!·h i)"rhood or lak,~..; hn." "ontri bnt8d to the fOlm,ltion of low and moist 
lalld,. "o\-,'rl'd pl't'tt~' thickly with timber "I'only midtllill!2,' ~Towth, such as 
an' ml'l '\'ith in til,' """olld and third rall!.,!·"s 011 lots '7 to L\ inclnsiYl'. Apart 
hum this "mall "pa,·,·, whele the ""il J." 11]C,r .. or l""f:: fit for l'ultivatiou, alld 
:t nnall 1l]('HIlLlill lin th.· banks (If lake ('harl"s, to the south, all the bud 
whi"li I "lllT.·\-,·d ill tlii..; lnl·,dity is H'ry !,!'ol)d and may he settled upon 
with :1,jY:lllLl!2,"'. The soil, \,"hi,.]l i, s"dimentar~', is ,·ompo . ..;ell .of :1 

Lb"k all,l yellow ,..;tlHly (';nth. 01'1'1'1 \'ill~' th" I';lkar'~'-'I1"; ,~la~' which is met 
with at y,triuu, uljpth, 

(In thp I'entr:tl lille' III thl:' first J'aHC\'" to the south and east of lake 
CharI I':';. :h,'r,· i . ..; a fill,' (lllarry of lilll,·:-tone <.'ol·'·rill~· seyeral lot...;. The stra
tified ]wd" 0[' Thi" quarry rl111 hnm suuth I'a:..;t to north west. There an' abo 
~lldi"a: ;OI!l"; "I' a ,illlibr qUIlT)' Oil the ('xt,'rior \\',~sl,_'riy lin,' of the township 

of F~dard":tll. toward..; tIl<' middl .. or th .. third r:l1lg·,'. 

In p:I",illQ' throu~'h this trad, one I';1llnot help r""o~'lli;f,illg how ri,·h I 

til" i'nr,·..;t ha..; b · .. ·n: the stllmp.:" the l'uttill:2,',,; and the rt,·Ii,.i, of tr,:,es strl'\yll 
around ~ll'L' ";1) l:tall\' ,'\'itll'n"l's to at t,'"t it. From the ancient appearance 
of this ddm·,'. cO\'ered as it i:,; with layers of ll1O.~'; of different a~:t's. it is not 



181 

. ----- ------ -~---- -- -~- --

difficult to belieye that lumbering operatiolls haye been carrirQ 011 in these 
forests for oyer thirty years; and this ypry year ther., haye b,'pll on!' fifteen 
thousand logs cut in them. To gin' you an idea of the size of the timber 
growing here, it will be sufficient to tell you that I me3sur€(1 som., ,·,·dars of 
forty-eight inches diameter at the stump. 

On the line between the third and fourth l'al1~l'S. to the 1101'1 h of 
Grand Lar: Clair, oyer an extent off1\-e miles, with tb., exception of fuur lots 
to the east on the southerly slope of a small mountain. the soil is .'\-ery
where good, even, level and richly timbered. The pre\-uilillg "'ood~ are 
white spruce, white birch and poplar. 

(.r-o. Tremblll1/, 15th ~.tay, 1883.) 

Township of Tache. 

This township, situated to the northward of the ~aguellay riYer, 
between the townships of Delisle and Bourget, has an area of .JO,7!j~ square 
acres, of which at least the seyen tenths are composed of arable land 
suitable for settlement. 

The first range, being partly broken up by cliffs, is yery little fitted for 
settlement, but as it is partly occupied by squatters, I thought I was justified 
in laying it out into lots. On my way to the rear line of the township, I 
found no mountains or steep hills, or any extent of rocky land. 

The ground is perfectly leyel, the soil clayey and alhl'dal, inexhaustibly 
fertile. 

Timber of every kind grows here in great abundance. The spruL'p. 
has been cut into logs, but enough has been left to supply the l';ettll'rs ; 
there is no pine timber at present, but judging from the stumps and 
fragments strewing the ground, I conclude it must ha\-e existed ill largp. 
quantities. 

There are ~ome water powers which may be useful to the Rettlels 
hereafter. The colonization road \Y hich it is proposed to run through this 
township should pass betwe~n the third and fouth rang-'>~:, where I ha\-e 
laid out a double range for the benefit of the settlers on these two rang",.;. 
I have also laid out a double range in front of the second ra]]~'c, and survey 
at the ranges east and ,vest of the river Gervais, as I was directed, in my 
supplementary instructions, for the settlers' use." 

(Geo. B. DIlTrembla!J, 29th November, 1879.) 
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Townships of Taillon and Delisle. 

Al'tt'l" haxing tra\-ersed the aboye mentioned tract No.1, in every 
dircdion for nearly a month, I l)(>,'amc firmly convinced that it is, in !:'\'t~rv 
r'.'''ped, most adY3ntag!:'ously qualifi",l jill' colonization. It also offers great 
flll'ilitie" for "alT~-ing on en)ry branch of industry, by m'~ans of the power 
f;uppli!:'d lly the numerous "tream:-l, falls, &c. 

The tract lying' b!:'tWl'('ll the mouth of the ri,er All Cochon and that of 
the P!:'ribonka riwrs, as Ell' as the fall~ on these latter, is so tlat that in 
some place::;, \, hen the ::;now melts. the waters remains a long time on the 
ground, awl "\"l'n, Oll some few patches of considerable size, retards the 
groldh of the timber. It i,~ on this account that ill has been said by some 
that th,''''> lands an' swampy, but this idea i:-: erroneons. Notwithstanding 
the lll'a\'Y raj!l"; \yhich had fallen duri))!.!,· the month of July, the water, at 
the time of my yisit to th,~ locality, had completely di"aplwared, or remained 
to a depth ofolll~- 111'0 or thr,"> inches ill the moss. These lands may even 
be drained with j';\('ility. In tlll':-;' > so·called :-;Wl1ll1P,,; th,>r,> is an a\-erage 
thi,];w"" of only :,-"'yen to tl'n inches of turf, o\-erlyillQ' excellent alluvial 
land. r ,'st:lblished this fad hy examinations at "en'r,d different place!!!. 

Apart from thest' 10\, grounds, the rt'st of the tract iii question may be 
ea",ill' rlr:lilwd. Th!:' ,.;oil i.-; entir.ly alJu,-ium. a ri,;h y,>llow earth, s::titable 
foJ' any bnd of ,·rop". Tht' part near the lak,' is nin,' or t'n feet above high 
\\'atl'r-LI:ll'k. Ull I th,,]'1' i8 "l)n~"(luently no llallC!,'l'r or inundation from that 
~id,'; "hilt> th,· h:llil;:" "j' 1 hI' 1 in>rs Perihouka :11'\' from ei~'ht!:'ell to t W!:'llty
five f,,!:'t in hl,i·-, ht. I round h,')'I' m:1uy dill;'r,'nt "p'>"i,'s of 'vood: balsam, 
spm,·." whit" 11ir..]l. yell,,\\, birdl. elIll. ash. mountain ash and alder, the 
whit<> f'prn,·p l'!'c>(lomillating. The' :Ire all of '-,>n' fint' C!,'l"l\\-th. indicating a 
rich >'oil. 'Yl1l're,-er I \Yent throughout th,> whole tract, I did not find a 
~ill!!'it' rock. 

Both the Grand and Little Perihonka riYers are quite navigable up to 
t h" first fall~ 

The lands hordering 011 them for a di~Llll"e of t~n miles above the falls 
1).-:ll' the "an1*' general aspect as those abo,-c (l,>serilwd. The s0il there also 
i~ in ~Tl'at part alluvium. There arl'o howe\-er, some lighl eleYations, where 
the s(lil is rich!:'r, thoUQ'h of the same composition. In the same portion 
adjoiniJ;~' the township oj' Delisle, these eleyations are more marked, and 
('ontain a lighter rich Fllo\\' soil, upon which pine grew plentifully in 
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former times. The woods now standing are the same as those mentioned 
above, the merchantable timb'~r being chiefly spruce. There are no rocks 
to be seen. 

From the rivers Au CocllOn and A fa Pipe, going towards the east, the 
land is still of the same character, except that the elavations are still 
greater; and while the soil upon them is fit for culti ,oation, they will 
always remain an obstacle in the way of farming operations. 

It will be readily perceived that this tract offers great advantages to 
colonization: it is, in my opinion, the finest part of the country around 
Lake St. John. 

(John Langlois, 13th Noyember, 1883.) 

Township of Taillon. 

As settlers had arrived and begun chopping along the canal to the 
west of lot No. 72 of range I, and as the subdivision of this land, which is 
of very good quality, involved but a few days' work, I took upon myself 
the responsibility of dividing the lots in that portion comprised between 
the lots Nos. 66 and 86 of range I. The parts mentioned, designated as 
meadow on my offirial plan, indicate the places overflown by the waters of 
Lake St. John d~ring the freshets, and on which natural hay grows in 
abundance after the water has subsided. 

The greater part of the township is composed of a soil of the best qual
ity, notably in the part east of the central line. There an' a few rocks on 
the ranges A, I. II, III, near the exterior line, bnt they take up very little 
land. There is also a small swamp in range IV on lots 8, 9, 10. 

East of the central line between lots Nos. 40 and 80 of the mnges U 
and III, I and IV, the land is somewhat swampy, but may be easily drained 
in this part of the townsbip. There is on the banks of Lake St. John and 
of the river Peribonka a strip of dry land, varying in depth from twenty to 
thirty arpents. The soil of Point Peribonka, west of the central line, is of 
sand on the surface, with a subsoil of white clay at a depth of ten or twelve 
inches, while the part of the township east of the central line is composed 
of alluvial soil of the best quality. 

The superficies of the land surveyed is 40,727 acres. 
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I am convinced that this township will soon be colonized, and if the 
works on the Archambault road were actively pushed on, all the territory 
north of the Saguenay, or rather of the Grand Discharge, would be soon 
settled, and in a few years, four or fiye parishes would be formed in the 
townships of Taillon, Tache, Delisle and Bourget. 

Another road, which would be very useful to c010nization if it were 
opened, is the projected route 011 the central line of the township of Taillon, 
to or near the ri.er Peribonka; this route being a yery short one to lead 
from the river Peribonka at the foot of the first falls to Lake St. John. 

(W. Tremblay, 28th May, 18~5.) 
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COUNTY OF COMPTON. 

Township of Chesham. 

The township of Chesham is bounded on the north by the township of 
Marston; on the south by the United States boundary or proyince line; on 
the east by the townships of Woburn and Clinton, and on the north east 
corner by a gore between Marston and Clinton; and on the west hy the 
townships of Emberton and Ditton; and at the north west corner by the 
gore between Marston and Ditton. 

The rivers in Chesham are small streams, being the head waters of th(· 
Salmon and Arnold rivers. They are not of sufficient size to be of much 
use for lumbering purposes, but they furnish seyeral good mill sites for 
the Use of settlers. 

The Megantic mountains take up a small portion of the north \\'\'st 
corner of Chesham; and the south east quarter is yery much broken up 
with the boundary mountains and ridges of spurs extending from them in 
various directions. 

Very little pine timber, comparatively speaking, is to be found in the 
township of Chesham, but spruce of an excellent quality is abundant, with 
maple and birch in large quantities in most parts, except the south west 
quarter of the township where soft wood principally prevails. 

Water power sufficient for the wants of settlers is not lac' king- ; the fol
lowing is a list of the mill sites that were noticed in making the sunray of 
the township: 

N° 1. Tolerable mill site: lot number four, third range on the west 
fork of the east branch of Salmon river. This stream probably furnishes 
others in the same vicinity. 

N° 2. Two or three good mill sites: lots numbers 38, 39 and 40, fourth 
range, on fork of west branch of Arnold river, heavy rapids and fall. 

N° 3. Good mill site: lot number two, sixth range, on east branch of 
Salmon river, rapids and fall. 

N° 4. Tolerable mill site: lot number fourteen, eighth range, on fork of 
south branch of Salmon river. 
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The "estern extremity of this range is takel~ up, to the extent of eighl 
or nine lots, b,' a portion of the ::\I('~'an tic mountain range, on the easterly 
"lope of w hicl~, however, there is some fine settling' land: thence easterly to 
Clinton is a Lncte tract of land generally fit for sdtl,'ment, with the excep. 
tion of some small t rads or patches, thi>; tract extending northeasterly into 
::'Iarston, 

), nn' fine mld of sdtIing land lies on the south east slope of the 
::'Ie~'aJ\ti,' 'monnt:lins in tlw.;E' ra11,;e8, and bt'hv,'en the fork of the east 
branch of Salmon ri ,er; adjoining to a Q,'ood trad in t h,~ fourth range of Dit· 
ton. A helt of soft wood and poor land is fonnd n~ar the east fork and 
,'xtend ing lJort h <'a qerl y ; fmther to the "<lst the land is high, rolling or undn. 
hting rid!:!:eCi, generally well timhered and adapted to settlement through. 
Int to Clinton. ,>xl'ept the .~lJnth'·rly part of the third range near Olin ton. 

Ciuc)(l lalld adjniniuQ,' Ditton in the fourth range, and generally ,'ery 
!2,'cJ(.d land in the northern part of this range to number thirty-nine where a 
belt of ston '), ~oft wood land is found extending to Olin ton, 

The fifth range l)l'~'ins at nnmber twenty-one upon a high rilh~'e of 
hard 'H.()(l land adapted to settlement to number thirty·one, thence more 
broken, with small tracts of excellent high lands to number forty·one, and 
then high hard \\'o)d land c;'2llerally fit for settlement to Woburn line. 

Seyeral !!'oo,l mill sites are found in the fourth range on numbers 
thil1~,- .. ight, thirty-nine and forty, which form a desirable lo(;ation, 

A !!:r"at portion of this rall~e from Ditton to number twenty·one is 
most ~"'JlI'r:dly poor son \\'oorl land, a small part alollg lJitton eX"('pted, 
Til,· .'asli'rly P:1]'t of tIll' nlllC:'I' from number t\Y"llty-une to \Voburn is 
mostly rough, broken land with good valleys and pakhe;; of small extent, 
not g,'llt>rally fayorable to s··t tle.n"llt, exc"lH a portion of the northern side 
near "'0 burn, 

Yery little land for settlement is found in these range,; small patches 
of g'ood lands are to be found in the hilly parts, but the greater portion is 
rough and broken, or stony, soft wood land unfit for settlement; &ome 
well timbered hard wood ridges are met with, but they are generally 
~tony, 

In great part poor land and very rongh and mountainous to the east to 
near the proyince line, A good tract ofland extends from number ei~ht to 
number twenty·four between tht' two ranges, which is better adapted to 
settlements than the same extent in any part south of the fifth range. 
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The southern part of the tenth range mns up to the height of l:uldi 
which forms the province line, and is in grvat part rough, broken land. 

Undivided tract or gore along Emberton and south of the t,~nth raIlQ·p. 
This ~'ore or remnant ofland within the boundarie.'i of Chesham i,; <1. narro,y 
strip between the pro,-ince line and the east line of Emberton; it contains 
about 2,400 acres, and is mostly rough, mountainous la Il< l, Q:en,'rall V unfit 
for tilluQ·e. Some finely wooded ,-alleys and ;,;lopes :ll',' to Il<~ found ~Yithin 
it, but these are mostly very ~tony. 

The township of Chesh'l.m does not offer the same advantage:;; for 
settlement as the township of Ditton; it has no !:lrg't' streams or ~Teat 

water power, while the southern part i:; Q'~nt'rally unfit for settlement. 

The northwestPl'll and northern paris, howc,-er, along- Marston haye 
some very fine settling lands in compact bodies; and here settlements 
might adn.ntageously be made, when a road of communication 'will have 
been opened from th\~ nearest settlements already esLlblished in some of the 
neighboring townships. 

The good settling lands in Chesham lying chiefly in a continuous blo('k 
contiguous to Marston and somewhat separated from the buttoms and 
settling tracts in Ditton, it becomes worthy of consideration upon the 
presumption that Mar:;;ton offers equal or ~Tt'ater inducements far settle
ments than Chesham, whether it 'would be ad ,-antageons to open a road run
ning north easterly from the Hampden and Arnold ri"er road through the 
north west quarter of Cht'sham to 'jIarstoll lint" and thl'll,·C north eastt'rly 
through the most desirable land for settlt-lllent, so as to int"]'sect the most 
southerly settlements already formed along 1ak,~ J\Ie!.(antic upon Vi,·toria 
bay. 

From what acquaintance with the country I hay\, obtained by having 
sun-eyed an exploratory line northerly through Marston in 1861, and from 
the knowledge of the lands in Chesham acquirefl by the ::;lU,'ey of that town
ship during the past season, I shonld <_'omider this route as a most desirable 
link in the chain of colonizatioll roads whi.)h are intended to open up this 
quarter of the Eastern Townships. 

(W.- W. O'Dwyer, 20th ~1:arch, 1863.) 
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The amount of public lands contained in the two townships laid open 

for st'ttleme::ts by this SUITer may be stated us follows (exclllshTe of allow
ance for high ways) ; 

Township of Ditton (S. 'Y. t not included) .............. ·f7,500 acres 
Cheshaln ......................................... 48,400 " 

Total area of survey ................. D5,900 acres 

From this amount is to be deducted of unsurveyed tracts unfit for 
tillage or settlements (approximati,·l'ly); 

Ditton (chiefly in the ~. E. quarter) .......................... 5,100 acre", 
Chesham (mo:-;tly in southern part) ........................... 5,200 ,. 

Approximati"e area unsurveyed ............................... 10,300 acres 
Leaving approximati \'e area adually subdivided ...... 85,600 acras 

(F.- TV. Blaiklock, 20th March, 1863.) 

As regards the land in the Wc'st half of range six, it is poor and stoney, 
especially at the north end of lots one to thirteen. The houses on both sides 
of the main road are mostly all va,;ated by the settlers, who were scarcely 
able to procure a liying- from their crops and have emig-rated to the States, 
It is for this reason that I wf,uld strongly recommend that all who lay 
claim to the lo~s in the ""'st half of range six should have the right of pre
emption to the unimproved lawls in the gore adjoining their own lots. 

(Anl/llIld Fletcher, 31st January, 1884:.) 

Township of Ditton. 

The to\vnship of Ditton is bounded on tIl<' north principally hy the 
township of Hampden, and in part to the north east corner by a small gore 
or remnant between the south line of Marston and the north line of Ditton; 
on the south by the project,~d township of Emberton and a small portion of 
the township of Auckland; on the east by the township of Chesharu, and 
on the 'west by the township of Newport. 
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The south west quarter of the township of Ditton ,vas ~Tanterl by 
letters patent, in the year 1801, and is not included in the present survey. 

The principal rivers of Ditton are the Salmon river, di "ided into east and 
south branches, with its tributary, the Ditton riYer, \\"hi<:h is also di"ided 
into the Ditton and the Little Ditton. The width of till' Salmon ri\rer at 
low water is from fifteen to fifty yards, and that of the Ditton 1'1 vel' from 
t'ight to twenty yards. Both are subj\'d to sudden ris('s and falls, and O\'er
flow the low lands ,11011(!; their banks to a con si(ll'rahle extent. The ~a1mon 
riP'r is large enough for Iloating }nXg-l' timber to lllarht. It is ascended 
by fishing boats at the lowest state of the water, and offers a ready medium 
for transport to settlers alollg its banks. The Ditton rin'r is obstructed bv 
sand banks and jams of drift ,yood at low water, but in th,· eyent of settle
ment could be much impro\"ed. 

The meadow lands along the banks of the :-;almon and Ditton riYers 
are \"ery considerable in ,'xh'nt and though partially subjed to on~rIlow in 
certain localities will form rich lands for settlement. 

The Meguntii' mountaills occupy a "pry large trad in the north (';t.,t 

corner of Ditton, the most of \\"hieh IS entirely ulllit for sdtlin~.!; purposes 
and in consequence was not subdh'idt>d in the present survey. These 
mountains extewl into Chesham, =-.hrsbn and Hampdel1: a ~'ood quality 
of granite is found around them and good ,'jpnWi' timber. 

Pine lumber is considerable qnantities was fornwrl~' foulId, in Ditton; 
but within a fev\" Y\',HS pa"t rh,> clunrt"r pOltioll has ]W('1l taken away, ,,0 

that bnt litt].. comparati\'('ly remains; a \"ery ('x"clIent quality or spruce 
timber i" fonnd in illexhanstibJ.. qnantili .. " in \'arions parts of the town
ship, with a hpa\,y2,Towth of birch and maple on th,~ higher trads. 

A numbl'r of mill sites :l1"I' to be round ill \"arions parts of the to\\'I1-
ship of Ditton, sufficient for the wants of sdtlers and for manufactUl'i!l~' 

purposes if required. 

Tlw genpn,l quality (d the ~oil :llld timber, whether !'!'nod or bad, hein~' 
minntelyexhibi!t'd npon the plan and in the fit'ld book of SUlTi:)", it will 
be snffi"it'l1t hel'i'in togi'-e a uJ(,r,' comprehensi,'e dew cd those part.'i that 
an' he,,1 adapted to sdtlemE'nt at the pn'sl'nt tinH', takill~' tll,: difIt'rel1t 
run!.!\'s i;ow,ecuti,'ely." 

~ome good sdtling' lands aloll~ N('wpori and Hampdell ; t}1l'n a Yeill 
of poor land, intermixl'c! with S:ll11e toler,\ble pat.-hl's l'J"n.,,~il1!.!· thl' 1'Oall 
line; "ery good lanel at Ih,· rcar 01 the lots on the \'ast sid,' of the road line 
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and g"llerally pretty good land to Salmon riYer. A belt of very poor land 
on the east side of the rin'l", with a strip of tolerable land adjoining 
Hampden, near the f00t of the :JI,';antic hills, at number thirty nine, thence 
rough, bro];:('11. mountainons laLd to C'he"ham may be settled from Newport 
to Salmon riy,'1', more or less. 

Fine "l'1tlin~. land from N,.\Y!1()rt ahout fourteen lots east taking in the 
road lillt': this ll':ld "xt,'lllt,; ~uuth \'a~h·rly nearly (·ight or nine iIlil,'~, 

Y:1]"\"illO" ill width. and taken ru~·"th'·r forms a larg:e and ad\'clllta~"on" . ~ , - - ,-

block for ~l't tlemen t. From n UlU bel' fourteen to ~almoll Ri ,rer j:,; generally 
poor, from ~;111I!"1l Ri,'er poor a~'ain, some four or Ii \"L' lots 011 the high 
lands at tlw ],:1';" 01 the mOlllltaills, abont number thirh·,three, WhPllC" 
there are s,'\'~n or ei!..'ht lots fit fo, settlement; the ~.I!:'!,!·lllti(· hilk from 
ll1.llnL'r thirt\-(>!:..'ht to forty-three, ol'('np), the l"I'll!aillder of the lands 
to l'hl':-iham; I\\"o mill :;ites arc !"l111d ill this rall~''-'' yiz: Oil lots uum],,'r 
twenty'onc :llld thirty-Ji\'!'. 

'Ih,,;,-(O 1,1l1~"" <HI' :1(hanta~,~(Jn~ly "itllat.,d, l'n:nt:Jl,!!, (Ill the Hampden 
:md Arnold ri,.,,]'::; 111:ld linl', ::md tllt' g'n·at.'j" portion of tIll' land from X.'",· 
port to ~~:\lll1on ri\'t~r, a distUlll'" ,,j 0\"'1" funr mik,-.;, is well adapted to !,pttle
ment, whik 111n,·h of it i:,; (If til!' finest quality; from :)·tlmon riYer ea~t thl' 
land. with the ,'v,' pt iUll of a :-;tri I' aloll~' the ri \', '1', i" not good, exl" 'pt ill 
o,'cac;ioll:ll ;.;m:t11 patch"s till reaching' llumlJ,·], funy-ei!,;'ht, wh'~ll<'" comml'nce 
a tract of !,!,-",,1 S:1t1ill~' land ill the fourth rang'e, extl·nding into thl' fifth, 
",hidl run" .'a:--1<>r]y t,,. CL'.,ham. 

Til,' Jine bottom lands :tiOll!.:'. the Salmun 1"11'1'1' ('omUll'llc:e in th!' thirll 
LIll~"', ill<'n'a~in~' in \\idth southerly along til<' ril','r. 

III the yil'illity of :\"\\'pul'L, illi::; r:Ill~"', l1l'j['" parti'~nlarly tlll~ sonthern 
part, j" poor awl unlit for :-;dtleml'lll. ilt unmber it'n 1'0ll1illl'nl'l.'S the good 
lands ll()ti""ll in the third and romth ran~'\':-;, which extend \~a:-;tcrly to Sal· 
mon riYer 0\"'1' thl'!"J miles, and are mostly Yl'ry good arable LlIlds ; southerly 
this tract of ~·(lor.l !cUlt!,; extl'lld.~ to the north line of th" south west qnart"r 
01 Ditton, aWl l'a,,;terly joins to tlw me:lll<J\Y lands on ~~tlll1on ri\'er. 

The meadows in the fifth l'all!,!'l~ are more suhject to o"l'rllo\\' than 
\·1sl'whcr., but ne\'erthekss they form a t:-ac1 of Yl'ry good lands, while 
almo~t eYl'ry lut ill,·Jud.·:,; more or l.,ss of high land. 

To the l'<1,t ,,1 ~almon riYer, alld beyond the u:l'arlow:-, the rpwlity of 
the IHlld is nut uniform; good and poor patches occur alternal.!ly, ending at 
Chesham line, and, to the south of the east part of Salmon ri\'er, in a ridge 
of fiue high lands. 
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A good. mill site is found in the fifth range on lots numbers fil'ty·two and 
fifty-three; the forks of the Ditton and Salmon riYt'r:,; o~',('nr ill this r,tllg·'~. 

This range contains but nint'tcL'n lots from the south west quarter of 
Ditton to number fifty-three, where the ;-;ixth r~lll~'l~ is on'rlapped. ;)\" the 
fifth and seventh rang:es. The larger portion i;-; good land, illcludin!,;' ~somL' 
of the finest bottoms of the Ditton and ,-;almOll rin'rs \\~hidl ~tre bnt little 
subject to o":erflow in comparison their l'x(ent. 

A good mill site is found in the sixth range on lot numbt'r fifty-one. 

A fiue ridge of land on the south ;-;ide of the ran~'l', ~lld \W,,( of tli,' 
Ditton river. The same ridge bears north bl't ween tilt' Ditton and Salmon 
rivers, and extends on the north side of the mllg':~ to CIL',~ha,1l line; mu:-;t of 
the south side of the range from the Ditton riYer to Che;:,ham, :-:Ullle twenty 
lots, is generally poor. In the seventh range are found the b,~,·.t mill site" 
in Ditton. 

The eighth range has some fine lands ~ll the \\,t',-.;tern ,!xtJ','mity and 011 

the north side as far as the Ditton river. Tu the west ot' the J)Jltoll irom 
numbc'}' forty-fonr to Chesham linL', at number :,;ix(y·tiul"'. thL' greater 
portion of the land is poor and unfit for til'ttll'l1ll~nt, with th·.' l'x"eplion of 
a small tract along Clw:;halll lllle to th,~ ,,",outh of the south brawh of 
:)::tlmon river. 

The eighth rang-e has a nry gool and ad n1Jli:l!';,'oC1sly situated mill 
site on the Ditton rin:'L 

Some tolerably good land,; along; the Sout:1 wc'~;,;t qn~lrter: ,llld~"!l!" 

hettpr lands 011 the south sidl' of the range from uuml)L'r thirty-fom to num
her forty-eight between thl' Littl,~ Ditton and Ditton; puur land '~l'r or ttt" 
Ditton, to \yithin four lots of Chesham Whl'l'l:' tllt'rL' i~ a tra,'[ ul' ~,,,)d land 

Sdveral good mill site~ ar0 foulld in this rangL' on the Little Ditton. 

Good settling land al,'ng' the :-;onth \nst qnartel', anll quite a trad of 
land mostly good on the south side of the range, from number tllirty-four 
to the Ditton, at numlJl:l' iorty-.oine; this tract of settling' laud ;lpp,!ars to 
extend into Emberton. There is a strip of good land along 1 he Ditton, and 
thence mostly poor land to Chesham. 

The main portiou ofthe settliug laud in Ditton lies \yt'.~t of the ;--;almon 
river, extending it may be said continuously, in a southeasterly direction, 
from the western extremity of the second range, and including the meadow 
lands on the Salmon and Ditton riYers. 



Besides this main tract, there are smaller patches and tracts of consider
able extent, particularly in tIle' fourth and fifth ranges adjoining Chesham. 

From \yhat has been ~hl''''n in detail, it may h2 said that the to\yuship 
of Ditton ofiers good indncements to settlers throughout a considerable 
portion of it ; and although in the north east and south east quarters there 
i:,: a ~Teat amount of ',\,<181\' land, ypt there is much land of a superior 
qualit~· along lilt' Salmon and Ditton rivers, which being considered ill 
connexioll with the ahull<ian"e of water power there would Oie,'m to 
indicate that there is no natural impediment to this township being opel.ed 
and :,:,,'ttied up a.~ rapidly :1S any of the neighbouring townships and, 
perhaps, with g:reater rapidity. 

Should the northern and wc'stern parts of the township of Emberton, 
\\' hich is yet unexr,lored, ('nn tain good land for settlement in any 
"lIll~ilkraIJI,~ amount, thl' settlement of ])itton would be still further 
facilitated by tlll' snr\'l'~' and opening' to settlement of the adjoining township 
.. 1' Em berton. 

(W lV. 0' DIO!Jer, ~(lth "JIarch, 181;:}.) 

Township of Emberton. 

AllEA (iF THE ~l'n\TY. - Gross area of Emberton: 
hafi,·<l 011 the Ullit"ll ~t:t!I' . .., 1 10 llllClary as laid do\yn ... 18,.!110 acres 

Ded wt UIlSUlT('~·'·(l t ral' t s. unfit for tilla~"" ranges 
III & n- (appr' :dlllatl'j...... ......... ......... ...... ...... 1,~OO 

};"lIlain" approxilll:lte are:! adllaily subdivided .......... 17,::WO 

This indllll,'~. a~ a ll1:ltkr of ll':l'essily, a o:!'ood deal of pOOl' land; but 
11011e that could he l.oft out of theml'n~\' without lea\'ing' out, probably. an 
equal amount of '·nlllp~ll'.;tin·ly 6")od Jand in most ":1",'''. 

l;(Jl':\IHI:l!-;.":. - The township 0;' Emh.·ri,J1\ is l)Ollllded on the north 
by Vitton, on th,· east by l'll\'~ltam, 011 the we"t II)' An"kl:m,l and on tIll' 
"Llluh by the i.;',·:,:·,tlar line \yhieh forms the bonn(lal'v bRtween the Unit .. ,l 
Stall'" :1.11d l'allll.h. It is of a !:;'''l'<' Ii].;:\: sll~\Jl" l)"illC2,'uil;e miles and a quarkr 
ia ll'n~th from ,·;I . ..,t tn \n'.'-'t a low,!' the south lillI' of Ditton, with, a depth 

of four allll a half miles, yery ll\':Ir!y, from north to south aiong the Ii:!,' 
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of Chesham; diminishing to a depth of about fifty chains at a point about 
one mile and a half from the Auckland line where the depth again became 
about one mile and a half. 

OUTLINEs.-The north and \vest lines weTf~ established by the former 
suryey of Ditton and Auckland, respectively; the east line with Chebham 
was drawn in 1862, while the southerly outline was fixed by the running 
of the pro\rince line according to the Ashbnrton treaty of 1842. 

SUBDIVISIONR. - The subdivisions of Emberton consist of four rangi's, 
running east and west, and numbered from north to south, which are 
again divided,into lots rUllning north and south, and numbered from east 
to west. 

The regular dimensions of the lots are of the depth of eighty chains 
and eighty links, which forms also the width of each rangl\ by thirteen 
chains in width; giving a content of one hundred acres, with five per cent 
for highways. 

RIVERS AND MOUNTAINS. - The rivers are Ditton ri,rer and the Little 
Ditton.-Both of these are small, and, taking:their rise in the boundary 
heights at a short distance, are subject to sudden rise and fall. The width 
of the Ditton where it crosses the 110rth line of Emberton is about ten or 
twel\re yards, and that of the Little Ditton from s!ven to ten yards; the 
Ditton divides into three considerable branches. Same good low lands are 
found on the Ditton, in the first and second ranges; but no extensive 
bottoms as in the township of Ditton, on the Ditton and Salmon Rivers. 

The mountains of Emberton belong to the height of land which forms 
the province line. They are most extensive in the south eastern part where 
th.,1' take up a large portion of the fourth Tange, and are generally rough 
and broken To the north west these heights are mostly high, hard wood 
ridges, sloping gradually towards the low land, without presenting any 
general impediment to settlement and cultivation. Apart from the eleva
tions belonging to the houndary height of lands, a good portion of Ember
ton is either level or shows gradual undulations of surran~. 

The geologic.al character of the rock is generally of the slate formation. 

Auriferous deposits haye been found during' the past Sllmmer npon the 
Little Ditton riYer, within the township of Ditton; but no search has yet, 
as far as I haye learned, been made for the same purpose within the limits 
of Ell! berton. It is by no means improbable that discoyeries of minerals 

13 
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~\Yill be made upon the sources of the Ditton, which ,Ylll gin ,'alne to the 
apparently ,Yo1'thles:'; tra..ts of the fourth range of Emberton. 

LUMBER A:\,D 'Y.-\.TETI rOIYERS. - Good spruce timbt>r is plentiful in 
most parts of the (owll&hip, hut no pine of any conseqnence is to be found. 
On the uplands and ridges then' is plenty of birch and wapI", \\"hich in 
places is of a remarkably hea"y glt.\\"th. 

One good mill sih' ,,·as discoYL'red on tIl<' en,t branch of the Ditton 
(lots llumlwr eight and nine, second range), aDd otll<'l"~ may Yery liki'ly be 
found. In any cast' excellent waler power is (0 h,' had in various parts of 
the to\Vn:,liip of Ditton, adjoining Emberton. sufficient for all (he wants of 
l';dil('l"b in the townships. 

ARABLE LAi'D;-:.-The general quality of the soil and timber is partieu-
1 arly exhihited upon the plan and in the fidd notes of sl1l'wY. In addition 
to thi~, it will suffice to giH' a short c()l1lpreh"1l:,iYt, yiew of the trads or 
parts best nd~lpted for settlement, taking each range or rang\' line separately: 

ht Range (al('ll!:!: Ditton line) - Commencing at the north east corner 
of Auckland, the land in the first r:ll1ge is of a wry good quality on the 
~IY('r8gl' and ill :-:0 1 III , parts superior, without break :llld interruption to 
within less them ("\Yo lots of the Little Ditton, making twenty-three const)
cutiye lotf', allmo!"e or lcs~ titled for settlel;)l.'nt ; another settling' tract, not 
;':·l'l1cr'llly eqnal to the L~t. though in part:,; yery gOO(1. i" found hOIl1 number 
hYellty-nine, with ""UII' litl!,' intcrrnption about the Ditton, to number 
('lp:ht, IlJal,ing l:'i~ht('en or twenly lut:-; jit for I'dtlement; tho~,' 011 the east 
>-1<1(' of the Ditton all' flat alHll,.y,'I, with a soil 1'01:1('\\"11at IIg·ht and rather 
dry. lmt on the whole thl'Y are rather above than 1".'],.\\, <lYl'r<lge quality. 

f'l'It]ements l:ca:iy conti!JliOns could h,; formed along the ,,,,hole of this 
iine to ·within ahout aile miie and a hall' of the south (~<lst corner of Dittoll. 

2nd Range (along nmge line I and Il)-From Chesham line. westerly, 
3re ~jx lots of generally good l:md; then mostly S0ft timber with some 
patches of pas8able land to about number twenty-one, whence there are 
se,eral lots of Yery good land to number t\YclltY-l'ix. This (nl<~t extends 
northerly to Ditton line; then four or fin' poor lots to number thirty-onE'; 
and then YE'ry good land to the boundary at number forty or forty·one. 
This last tract extendillg northwesterly to Ditton line, and southeasterly to 
the third range, which giYes a continuous belt, from the north east corner of 
Auckland to about number sixteen, in the third range, of lands mostly fit 



for settlement, being over seven miles in length and averacrinO' from a 
'" =" 

quarter of a mile to a mile in width. Some parts of this tract are very finely 
tim bered with a growth of heavy maple and birch. 

3rd Range (along range line II and IIl)-Poor land from Uhesham line 
to number sixteen mostly. Then a tract of good settl;I1~' bUlb to number 
thirty-four, connecting to the north west with the good lands in thl' first 
and second ranges; beyond this to the west, poor, soft timbered, swampy 
land to the United States boundary, about number forty Ou numbers 
twenty-one and twenty-two, there is some remarkably fine. 1"\' .. 1. hard wood 
land free from stones. 

4th Range (alouD: range line III and lVI-From Chesham .lim' three or 
four tolerable lots; and again .live or six tolerable lots to num b .. r thirtet'n ; 
then poor laud to number se,'enteen with low land i-!'ood for gTass, 011 

numbers eighteen, nineteen, twenty, twenty-one and Flrt of tW"nty-! \\'0. 

This range line was not prolonged. westerly beyond n umlwr tweuty· 
two; but from all the appearances the land. thelh'" to the bOllndary on 
number thirty-four is g,~nerally poor and unfit for settlement. 

A large portion of tlw fourth ran~:,~ is entirely occnpied by the 
boundary mountains with the spurs and slopes extending northerly from 
them; and, on the: whole, there is but a small exh'ut, comparatiYely, of 
good settling land \yithin the limits of the fourth range. 

CONCLUDING RE?lfARK:-;.-The township of Emberton contains less than 
one third the area of an ordinary township. Its geographil"al position, 
lying along the base of the boundary range of heights, would seem to be 
unfayourable in respect to soil and settling capacities; notwithstanding 
this. rather more than half of it is fit for settlement, as nearly as can be 
estimated, which may be considered a very fair proportion of good land. 

Of this, some portions are excellent land; ill particular may be noticed 
the block lying mostly in the first range, and extending from Auckland 
nearly to the Little Ditton, about four miles without interruption, all of 
which is more or less adapted to settlement and tillage; while in many 
parts the soil and timber are of first quality. 

Thele are also other tracts of sufficient extent to form settlements when 
roads shall ha,'e been opened to stimulate and assist the efforts of indivi
dual pioneers; and on the whole Emberton will compare very f.;lvorably 



"'ith any of the adjoinillg townships in rf'slwd to !:!\'Ilcral natural calla
bili ties, 

For tht' better den·lopmellt of t111's('. it may 1),· obsern·d that the opell
lll~ of";J road through Em],,·r\f)]J. conlleding the settlements in Aucklanu 
<IlId tht' southern part of X('wport. with the Io;ettlemt'nts now forming' in 
the ('t'lltn' oj" lllltOIl. on and ll"~U the Arnold rin~r road. would h2 a most 
d,'~ir;lhll' work in addition to I h,· rolonization 1'0:1'1 already commenced ill 
thi" ;,;\,t,tion oj" th\' township. and would unquestionably lead to the speedy 

:,:..ttll'flwllt oj" tilt' 1w"t I'orti(ln" of Emberton, 

And' I'mther. tllt' t'ontinnation of the Arnold rin~r road, easterly through 
Ditton, C"lli'"IJ<1l11 alltl ,r ohnrn to Arnold riYer, although it does not touch 
EllJl ... rloll, may Y,'ry 1'rol)('rl\' here h,· melltiOlH~.l :I~ a ll·adillg route already 
well ;ltl\';\];",;], Ih.- ,'nlllpktiOIl of ",hit'h is much to be recommended, ill 
\ t'\\ ill" tlw Yl'ry lll<11l'rial It'lIden,'y \',;hich it must ha\Te to ~l<;c.derate the 
opl'lIillg' np, llOt , Illy of tlw towllships through ",hidl it passes, but ::\lso of 
tIll' \\: It! 1:11](1", g't'n,'r:1Ily, 1'1)1' ,,(Hll,' distann' on eitlwr side of it, including 
till' 111\\ lI~hip of Em1wrtoll, alld ",hidl ",iUno donbt lead directly to the 
i'lltire si'lllt'llJt'1l1 01 the t'xtl')]siy,' meadows :lIld fertile lands of the Arnold 
rin'r ,,:tll,'y. ot' ",hid} it i" not til\) much to i":ly that th~ir t'apacity for pro
du,.j](JlI pl"Ohahly ('v.,.tl" that of any equal extent of territory within a 
!all!,!.\' of lIIany miJ,',~, 

(Jr.- TV O'Dwl,er. ~th February, 186,'),) 

Tcwnship of Marston. 

('1'11111' lilli' :;,.,1 (l11I!'!"/',-At the post of lot number fourteeu and Jiftet'll, 
on the lilw hetwt"'ll the 3rd and 4th ranges, I ,'ar ... fnlly esta1llished a true 
meridian, hy :lstronomical obseryation, (variation 1;)°7' west) and retraced 
the "('lItn' liue :wro:-:s thp 3rd rl1J]g'p, thi' bearing of which I found to be 
>" :-'!IC'::'~' E. and depth.;1.1:2 "hainf', 

This line pa~:"I':-: oYer a !l act of ~ontl hard wood lands timbered with a 
largt' growth of mapl ... , bin'h, spnll'\' and ]'('t,,'h: tbi' ground is undulating 
and high, and the l'oil a good loam well adapted to :lgTicnlture. 

1st awl :2/11/ range line. - This line had been started wi th pickets some 
distance on either side of the t','ntre line, and by comparing its magnetic 
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bearing with the observation tab'n at the 3rd rall~'o', I t'lUlld it to a~Tee \'cry 
well. I accordingly continued it as started northward to tht> lake &hOre, a. 
distance of 107.40 chains, planting posts for the f<uhcJi\'isioll into lot~ of 
26.00 chains each, numbered from 15 to 1!1. 

The land trayersed by this line was undulatilJg, mix,',l hard \\'I)nl1, tIll 
soil generally good but ston:T, crossed in seyeral ph"'s h~' rO:'ky 1,~d~·I';. 

From the centre line I ran due south al'l'oss th,' towlJship. a disl~Ii"'" of 
367.75 chains, planting' posts for the subdivision into lots of ~lj.OO chain:,; 8t1l'h 
numbered from 14 to 1; this line trayerses land g:eIH'rally undulatill!.!·, soml'· 
what broken by ravines near I, Moose Bay" and rocky ridges neal' the south 
side of the township. The timber is chiefly mixed hard wood and the soil 
a black mould on a brown loam; the whole of this rall~'t' with but little 
exception is in good settling land. 

2nd and 3rd range fille.- This line I found had been run in the field 
from the centre lille northward to" Victoria Bay", and southward to lot 
number ten, but no posts for the subdi\'ision had been placed; I therefore 
retraced, brushed and l·hained it, planting posts for the lots of 2Ii.OO chains 
each; I also continued on to the south outline, completing the subdivision 
into lots of the required width. 

The lands trayersed by this line extending' from I, Yidnri~\ Bay' .. to th,~ 
south outline was over a partly undulating surfare, timbered with a heavy 
growth of hard wood, well watered by numerous small books and springs, 
the soil generally a black mould, \"ith a good subsoil of brown loam. and 
well adapted to agri"ultural purposes. 

4th awl 5th range line.- This line had been run and posted to number 
sewn, at which point I began aud continued it out to the southem hounlhry 
of the township, ('ompleting the subdiyision into lots; upon this line tll,'re 
,vas considerable hroken ground, wit h rocky ledge:.; and s wa III p". the i'ooil 
was in many places good, hut iu general ,'elY strong. 

It had been run and subdi dded to num bel' eight from whi"h I CO:l till\lI'd 
it out to the township line; the first three lots tranrsed by this line w,>re 
good, being hard wood and mixed swale land, the soil a good bla,.J.;: mould 
on a rich brown loam, well suited to agriculture; the remailling lob WNe 

broken, rocky and strong land, soft timbered and poor lig'lit soil, until 
near the township line, where good hard wood was again met with, 
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6th ({lid 7th ((lIlge line. - This line passes over rather an uneven surface, 
being broken by several small streams; the timber is chiefly mixed wood, 
the soil being black mould on a brown loam, but nry strong. 

7tlt alld 'Atll },((11!!,'e line.-Thisline was run south of the centre line as far as 
number nine, from which I continued it on to the township line, completing 
the suhdivision into lots; for the first fi,re lots the land was generally 
undulating, hard wood timber and good soil, but very strong; when near 
the south boundary, the surface becomes much broken by rocky ridges. 
Although the timber is all hard wood, and the soil a good black monld on a 
brown loam, it is almost too strong and rocky for good farm lands. 

8th ((lid 9th (!IlIge line.- Number fifteen on this was good hard 
wood land and good soil, the next four lots, number sixteen, seventeen, 
eighteen and nineteen were moist and swampy, the soil poor, strong clay 
loam, and the timber small and stunted, number hVPllty is good, mostly 
hard wood but stron!,!', 

Frulll the centre line southward the line w'as run to the width of one 
lot likPwi~,', from which I continued it on to the south outline of the 
township; for two hundred chains, this line passed through wet and stony 
land, a sprnce, cedar and larch swamp, with the ground so level as hardly 
to gi,re drainage to the waters; the line then entered a tract of hard wood, 
of a ~'o'"l growth of timber and good soil, but very strong, which continued 
with but little pxception to the township line 

Thj~ swamp appears to be of !,!TPUt extent. and to occupy nearly the 
whole nf the cf'ntral portion of the to,Ynship. extending all round the head 
watel'.~ 01' the Yictoria rin·r. 

9th ollrll0t,!, ((/Il!!,'e !ine.-The line between the 9th and 10th ranges I 
retr;1C'pd for t w.·nty chains Horth of the centre line where it ended; I con
tinu,'d it on to 15:2.111) chains to opposite lot number twenty and twenty 
one, to which di>;tance it had been run from the north side of the township. 
I.ioined these hvo line,.; by an off:;et of two hundred and hY,'nlyreight links, 
and measured the ,yillth of number hvellty-~:2.0G chains. The ground 
undulated nry gl>lltly. 

Number fifteen and half of sixteen were good hard \Vood, maple, birch, 
beech, ~pruee and white woods, and the soil::;, good bro\vn loam. 

The remaining fonr and a half lots were through low swamps, timbered 
with fir, cedar, spruce, beech and ash; the soil being black mould ou a 



cold chy subsoil very stony; this line crosses two small strea~11s, tribuhrll'.s 
of the Victoria ri vel'. 

South of the centre line it was run only eight chains, from which I 
continued it 326.88 chains to the township line. The ground tran);·~od was 
very len'l, wet and swampy. Fir, collar, spruce, birch ani ash, for eighty 
chains, it then entered much hard wood, birch, spruce, beech, maple, fir, a 
good brown loam for 40 chains, it again entered swamps, spruce, fir, white 
maple, white beech, wet and stony soil to within one and a halflots of the 
township line, when it rises into good hard wood, birch, spruce, maple. 
hemlock, fir and white wood to the end. 

10th and 11th range line.-This line had only been started north of the 
centre line; I therefore ran it to 15-1.35 chains, opposite the post of numbers 
twenty and twenty-one run from the township line. 

I joined these two lines by an offset to the west of 8.37 chains, leaving 
the width of n'.lmber twenty, only ~-1.56 chains. 

The first three lots on this line, number fifteen, sixtePll and seventeen, 
with the exception of a few chains of spruce swamp on number sixteen, 
were all good hard wood, birch, maple, beech, fir, spruce, basswooa; the 
soil a good brown loam but very strong. 

Lot number eighteen and the S ?s number nineteen are spruce and cedar 
swamps; the north part of number nineteen and twenty are good hard 
wood land, south of the centre line it was likewise only started, I accord
ingly ran it out to the south boundary of the township, a distance of 3~7 .39 
chains; the ground on this line undulated very quietly all the way, in good 
and bad land alternately. It crossed two small lakes and seyeral small 
streams, all waters of the Victoria river. 

Lot number fourteen in both ranges is chiefly soft timber, and 
taken up by the waters of the lake; from the lake the land ascends 
very gently through mixed wood, gradually merging into hard wood; 
the soil is good but very stony; on lot number twelve the line enters a 
spruce and fir swamp, the soil light, wet and stony, and the timber small ; 
on number eleven it again changes into hard wood, the soil good but very 
stony; the south parts of number nine, eight and seven are all swamp; 
number six is mixed timber; on number five the line enters into mixed 
hard wood which continues on with but little change to the township line, 
the soil generally being black mould on a brown loam, well watered 
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·with numerous small streams and springs, fro m the base of Megalltic 
mountain. 

11th {(Ild 1:2tll range line -This lin" was only started at the centre line, 
and I ran it on to 1.56.07 ch:lins, opposite to the post of number twenty and 
twenty-one. I joined the two lilli's by an offset to the "'t':;t of two hundred 
and se,-enty-four links; the first fin' lob namely number fifteen, sixteen, 
s.',-ent8en, eighteen and nineteen, were all wet and stony, spruce and cedar 
:-'.Ynmp. At lot number sixteen I crossed a small pond whose waters flow 
into the other brook. Lot number twenty is good hard wood, well timbered 
with beech, maple, birch, sprnce, basswood and iron wood, with considerable 
quantities of mascabina, the soil a deep and rich black monld overlaying 
a good brown loam. 

From the centre line southward. I ran the line two hundred and sixty 
chains, and posted off ten lots wh. n I came to the north east slope of 
Megantic mountain, where the land was so steep and rocky as to be 
quite unfit for cultivation; indeed, the last two lots in the twelfth range 
are nearly all on the mountain; here I ended my line, considering it useless 
to continue it further. the land being much too steep and rocky for agricul
ture. 

Lots )lumber thirteen and fourteen on this line were in gOJd mixed 
hard wood, moist and stony soil, black mould in abundance. 

Numbers tweh-e, eleven, ten alld nine are soft timlwr chiefly spruce, 
light, sandy, moist and very stony soil. Oulot number eight, the line ascends 
into hard wood gradually rising on and clo:;ing with the Megantic moun
tain, the soil heing good but stony; all the land rounel the base of the 
mountain is rich and good, but in general very stonv. 

Twelfth and thirteenth range line. - This line I ran trom the centre line 
southward 182.00 chains, laying off lots from fourteen to seven, when I 
came to the inaccessible part of the Megan tic mountain, beyond which the 
land was not arable. On the first four lots on this line, the land was level, 
wet and stony, small timber and v2ry close woods; the line then ascends 
rapidly through good hard wood land up to the end; the soil is very good, 
but covered with large, loose stones, some of whil'h are of a large size., 

North of the centre line I ran 1513.00 chains, planting posts for lots 
from fifteen to twenty; on the last lot the line entered an open bog, in which 
I made sear0h for the old line, run from the north side bnt could find no , 
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traces of it. This swamp and bog extend a considerable distan,'c to the 
south Wf'st and north west round the hearl waters of the Otter brook, ill 
fact, beyond the limits of the township allfl into Hampden. It is [l'·rJ',."tl~

level and so low that it is flooded in th!:' spring and fall J'l't'sheb. 1 t is 
intersected by canal-like brooks, whi('h are nn~tpr>roachable in the w~t sea~nll 
from the boggy nature of the soil, and I am of opinion th~\t the lin'~ from 
the north side of the township (wh"n~ 1 han~ myself S8('n it on th,~ fipld) 
has never been rnll beyond the north side of this swamp, for dnring th,> 
spring and fall it is almost impossible to trayerse it. With this lill", I closed 
my survey of the residue of the township of Marston, and, aft!:'r paying and 
discharging my surveying party, I immediately repaired to Quebec when' 
I arrived on the 12th November last. 

Having now given a detailed account of my sun'ey, with a description 
of the land and soil traversed by the seyerallil1l's run, I shall ,'on..Jude \yith 
a few general remarks on the township as far as it l'am\' under my 
obserYation. 

'rhe township of Marston fronts and is bounded to the east by lake· 
Megantic, north by the township of Whitton, on the south b~' Clinton 
and Chesham, and west by Hampden, It is divided into thirteen rall~'es of 
an average depth of 80.00 chains; these again are subdivided into twenty
eight lots of twenty-six chains each, but, owing to some illaecnracies of the 
survey of the adjoining townships, the north line of Ch,'sham ,'ut:-< off 
from Marston the whole of lot number one and ;1, part of number two, 
throughout eight entire ranges; on the first fi \'e ran!.!'e~ from the lake shore 
the land is nearly a11I:;ood hard wood, well timbered with a h,'a,'), growth 
of birch, maple, spruce and beech, with oc,'asionally bass wood, iron \Yood, 
elm and ash. The soil is black vegetable mould s'~y('ral inch,·" in d'3plh 
resting OIl a subsoil of rich brown loam; the surface of th~· land is rolling:, 
and in places hroken i.nto abrupt rocky ridgrs, particularly on the south 
side of the township. 

This section is well watered by numerous small st reams and sprmgs. 
and on the whole well adapted to settlem!:'nt. 

The Victoria riYer, a considerable stream emptying its waters into 
Victoria bay on lake Megantic, trayerses nearly its entire length and drains 
the west, south west and north parts of the township. The land borderill!.!' 
this stream and its tributaries is low, flat and swampy and not at all suited 
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for settlement; the ground is not only low and wet, but ,rer}' strong-, 
rendering it, eyen it capable of being drained, unfit for cultivation. -

On the north and south sides of the township, the land gradually rises 
into rolling hills, \yell timbered with a large growth of hard wood, the soil 
being a rich loam; but, like all this part oftho contry, the ground is thickly 
l'oyered with loose \vater-'worn granite boulders, many of which are of 
·,'un"ider.lblt' sizt', rendering it somewhat difficult of culti,ration. 

Pine lUll bel' in this township a!1pears to be scarce, and confined to 
""a ttered trees along the borders of the main streams, but spruce of large 
dimensions and th~ finest quality is very abundant throughout the township, 
\\'ith g'H'at facilities for driying saw lo~'s down to the lake by the main 
,treams. 

(P.- W. Blaiklock, 13th August, 1863.) 

Township of Whitton 

The land in the southern part of 'Whitton and northern part of Marston 
IS rolling but not rocky, principally a heavy loam and yery suitable for 
the cultiyation of wheat and \·egetables. 

There is an abundance of spruce, cedar and yellow birch, ,,,hich sell 
readily at the different stations of the International Rail way. Most of the 
roads are in ye:y bad order, especially the Victoria road to lake Megantic, 
and the road along range line eight and nine to the International Railway, 
this latter road being the principal outlet to the rail way for many of the 
~et tlers in Marston, who are yery desirous of obtaining a Goyernment grant 
for these roads, which is certainly very necessary. 

(Armand Fletcher, 26th October, 1882.) 



Township of Woburn. 

The whole depth of the second range i" in good, open hard wood, the 
timber of a large growth, and the soil a good brown loam; the land is 
undulating and lying to the east toward the middle branch of the WI'st 

fork of Arnold riYer. 

Lots numbers one and two in the third range ate good hard wood; 
llumber three has more spruce, the soil being light and the cottom stony; it 
is also broken by the middle branch running through it. 

In the fourth lot, the line traverses a black spruce s\vamp, the land quite 
leyel, and the soil wet and stony and quite unfit for cultivation. The 
seventh lot is cro~sed by the south fork of the west branch; bet"ween thC'se 
two streams the land is chiefly spruce swamp, poor and stony soil, not fit 
for agriculture; crossing the south fork the line ascends gently through good 
hard wood to the eleyenth lot, the soil being good but stony, chiefly surfae,· 
stones. Lot num bel' eleyen is yery stony and rocky and a little broken by 
the small brook. In number twelve the timber is hard wood and the soil 
a good light loam, but stony; in the thirteenth. fourteenth and fifteenth the 
land ascends gradually with an inclination to the west, the timber is large 
and of a good description, the soil a good brown loam but ,"ery stony, and 
between the thirteenth and fourteenth somewhat broken hy rocky ridges. 

Lots sixteen and seyenteen ascend the hill which is nry steep; the 
timber is large but very stunted in height with "ery dose underwood, indi
cating a hard, shallow and rocky subsoil. The land trawrsed by the west 
outline is undulating to near the province line, where it ascl'nds a considerable 
hill, forming the boundary between Canada and the United-~tates. The soil is 
a good brown loam conred with seyeral inches of yegetahle mould; the 
timber varies from pure hard wood to spruce swamp, the former being 
generally of a heavy growth; two considerable brooks and also some tribu
taries of the north branch of the Arnold riYer were crossed. 

At eighty chains and eighty links from the Arnold river road line, I 
laid off the rear line of the second range astronomically east, which I con
tinued to the main branch of the Arnold riYer, a distance of five miles, 
eighteen chains and fifteen links, marking off the third, fourth, fifth, sixth 
and seventh ranges. I also posted off the rear of the lots in the second 
range from fifty-two to seventy-three, corresponding with those on the fr0nt. 



The land trayersed by this line is undulating, hard wood, with a light 
"tony soil; there art' also sl'Yl'rallots of yeryexcellent land, timbered with a 
heay)' growth of maple, birch, spruce, ash, elm, cedar. &c., the soil being a 
deep black yegetable mould, on a subsoil of rich brown loam, well watered 
,,-iih numerous "pring" and small streams. 

Lots numbers sixty-three alld sixty-iour are traversed by a high, "il'('ll 

and rocky hill, which runs in ~I northeasterly direction all across the f'econd 
range; th(· most part of the lob in this range ar(~ well suited for agriculture, 
the soil being of good quality, although rather strong and, upon approaching 
the river, somewhat broken by rocky ledg,~s. 

From eighty chains alld eighty links on the cenire line in rear of the 
sl'cond rangp, I ran a line astronomically south for the division between 
the third and fourth )'angl's, layiu2,' ofr twenty-one lots of one hundred and 
fi ve acres each, and six inegnlar lots con bining a gross area of one thousand, 
nine hundftld and forty-four sllperfieial Hen'". 

Lots one, two, three and four are nearly all good hard wood land, but the 
ground is very strong; on the filth and sixth lots the land ascends a steep 
hard wood hill, which slopes away to the south branch and extends north 
easterly towards the second range. From lot number seven to fourteen the 
land is undulating hard wood, and the soil of much of it is very good, being 
a ye~etable mould overlayillg a clay loam subsoil, but generally strong; from 
the fifteellth to tWi·llty·fir:,,!, tlll' Jand is more broken, the line running along 
the en,,! slope of the high land ionniug thl~ prOyillCe boundary; the timber 
IS chiefly hard wood, and the "iii! a rich loam, but n·ry stony, in some 
places almo~t too much so to iUll!l good arable land. 

Beginning from the real' lill\' of the second range, I ran due south to 
the centre line, }ayill'.:: off lots from one to twenty-one. inclusiye; finding 
that there remained a sufficient ch'pth of land between the province line 
and the Arnold riYer for two tiers (.flots, I continued this line sixty-fin 
chains further and laid off fin morl' lots namely to number twenty-six. 

On lot number one. the line ul'"cl'llds the face (,f the hill at all angle of 
:-:0 0 to the hrook and as"I~lllh :':.-)" the opposite side; the timber is spruce 
with a few inferior pill", alld the gTound coyered with large masses of 
loose rock; lots numbers two, three, four and five undulate alono- the east 

to 

wle of a hill but not too sli"'p for culti,'ation, the soilis good but stony. and 
the timber hard wood mixed with spruce; numbers six and se,en are 



leyel, cedar swamps, black mould on a day subsoil; llumbers eight and nine 
are a light sandy and stony soil timbered \vith spruce 

From nine to fifteen, the land is g''-'lltly undulating, timbl'red with a 
heavy growth of birch, maple, beech, alld spruce; tlw soil a good light 
loam but stony; for the remainder of those ranges, the line pa:-;Sl'S .o'-er 
mixl,d wood and spruce "wamp, the soil where dry being light and stony, 
and a cold clay loam w here wet, 

The fourth range line consists of twenty-six lots :md ('ontains an area 
of two thousand, se,-cn hundred and fifteen superficial ;t('lW;, 

Although this range line passes through considerable :,;wamp land, I 
have every reason to beliCH' it does not extend far to the west, but that 
there is good hard \,,"ood land lying betwl"'Jl the high grounu tra,-ersed by 
the third nmpe lint' and the fourth and fifth, for, upon running up the 
n'lltr€' line, I f0und good hard wood up to the foot of the hill formin~' tIll' 
bOUlJdal'y. 

I nm this line astronomically soulh th,' disian,'" of hH) hundred and 
eight chaills or I'ixteen lots, where, beiw"!' ahout three chains from the Arnold 
1 in;;, I IUllH:,d a n'( tallgulDr oft::od to the ea:,;t, al;d haye m;lde lot number 
J;eH'ntcEll in the fifth runge to front npon that stream. 

The groUlld passed oyer hy thi:,; line for the Iirst "ixt""ll lots is mixed 
Hdt \yood and Slllu(e ::owamp with a light t;alldy :mel ;;tOllY soil in the 
remainillg part of' thos(' rang'('~; the lotI; front npon and ar.~ bounded by the 
AnlOld ri,'er, alollg the ballk;; of whi"h tllt' soil 1:-; in many pJa.'es H'ry good, 
hillg an alhn"ial dt'p0sit brought down hy the :-;trearn, 

The fifth range ('onsists of hYl~nty-lline lots and contaills an area of two 

thou~and, ninl:' hundred and l;e"Tenty-six :superficial a,'l'l'~. 

From the prolongation or the line in rear of the 8e,'owl rang"~, I ran a 
line due south to tll<' Arnold ri,"er, a distalH~e of one hundred and eighty
six chains, and ha,-e laid oif nill\' lots in both nlllg'l':-;, and th"lln' cOlltinll\~(l 
it betwpen number fiftel'll in the sixth, and ten in the :-;,·\",'nth r<Ill~'e down 
to the river, which Jt int"I:-;I'ded ollly thirty-two Jinks (';Isl of the liue all 

the south side. 

The ground trayersed was undulating', the ti ml)er mix"ll hard wood 
and the soil light and stony. 



From the centre line, I ran due north bchYcen lots number twenty
four in the sixth and number twenty-nine in the seventh range to 
the Arnold ri\~er, a distance of eight y-:-ix chains and thirty-three links. the 
timber being chieily "'prnce. and the soil sandy and stony. 

Beginning again a t the t 'en tre line, I ran due south for one hundred 
chuills toward tl1l' summit of a high mountain, byil1g otf lots from thirty to 
thirty six. ()11 the first foul' lUb t}1\' soil is "pry good, being \"ery le,~cl, 

tim1w}',·d with birch, spruc\:', maple, cedar, til', and ash of a large growth, 
and the soil black yeg'dable mould Oll a good brown loam subsoil; the 
remailling' part of this line aC'/'L·ntl.-; the north fat'\:' of the mountain, timbered 
"ith hard wood, but lllo"t of It too stOllY and rocky for ,·nlti,ution. 

This mountflin rises near the Arnold riYer and running in an east by 
south direction unitt,,.; with and forms (he high land forming the pro\~ince 
bound:ny on the "a~t :-ilh~ of the towllship, and beyond '\\'hi,'h I did not 
c011 s i(I"r I \Va,-: jll!'tificll in cOlltinnill~' tl1l' surn;y, as, to all appearances, 
th·· land fiouth ward "',"s much till) Il1011lltainous and broken to 1Jt~ 3yailabl" 
for ;l~Tj"lllinral purpo,"L's. 

Bt':,:illllill!:!' from the centre line I ran due south lor one hnl1drt~d and 
twenty ('haim, Inyin~ oif lOb from thirty to thirty ninp. The tirst lot :IS"l~lllls 
yery "tl",'i' np the north face of;l high hill: in 1':lrt." the ground l'O," at an 
;1llg'lc· of thi1't\' :11Icl tIL' ro('k i" all broken np into "h:lrp ang-ubr f1'a.!:\·ll1i;nl" 
alJ(l stro':lll1 It):'J-"ly O\", I' th,) ,"'Ul'Eu'\' of the ground, which makes it '-e'ry 
difficult to g<'i up aud <1"\\'11. 

From this hill th,'r,: j" :111 ,'xt.-l1si\'e yiew of the country to the north
\Y:l1'\l. tht> ~-:pillt'r bke, lake :JI"!-!':1lltic, and nil the yalley of the Amold 
riwr ":In be plainly s'· •. ·n ; rh,· Jatt,'r appears to lw nearly all of mixed timber, 
sprw ·t· predomina t in~; l·ousiderabl,· pi Ill' can 30180 be seen scattered through 
the Yalley. 

Lots numbels thirty-one and thirty.two follow th" broken top of the 
mountain, the timber bein~' spruce aud the soil light, stony and rocky; from 
thirty~hYo to thirtY-""H'n, the laud is good mixed hard wood sloping' to 
the t>a"t ward, th., soil a good brown loam; numbers thirty-eight and thirty
nine are on the nortl,} face of the mountain described in the last ran!-!'e, and 
the ground i, t()U ~t.:,·p and rocky for cnltiyation. 

From the centre line, I continued this line northwards between number 
twenty-four in the se,'enth range and twenty-nine to twenty ill the eighth 
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range, a [distance of one hundred and twenty-two chains to the south east 
fork of the Arnold riYer. This line, it was supposed, 'would intersect the 
main river, but finding it was not likely to do so, I made the :-;nnth east 
fork the boundary down to the main l'in'r; then"(~ the lot", in the,w 
rall~t''' will front on the Arnold rii'er down to the Clinton lille; and \yere 
posted off' along its banks accordingly. 

The quality of the land along this s[ l'l'alll i:> sorw'w hat Y:tried ; ill SOlll,> 
places the ballks approach close to the mar!-i'in alld ;ll't' pre"ipitous. in otlwl'," 
they recede and haye a considerable space of alluvial flat when> the soil is 
excellent; there is also a considerable l'xtent of good land lying between [he 
1'an3'e line alld the south east fork, and i:-; continued \yithin lots t\\'.:nty

nine to twenty, and indeed nearly the \Y hole of the eighth Llll!:!,'C' is of a ~'ood 
quality, ill particular in the lower part of the to\ynship, \\' h,'rl> the alluyial 
Hats of the Arnold are of considerable extent; this range. I iOllsider, ,'ontains 
some of the best land in the township, 

This line I began at the centre line alld ran dUl' south (III<' huntlri'd 
and forty-three chains to near the :>ummit of the mOUIl/;lill preyi"u~ly men
tion ed, and laid ofl:'lots from thirty to forty-one, 

On the first se\-en lots, the line pas:-;e,'i on']' low, undulatin!?,' Spl'tlI't' lallch, 
the soil light and stony, but there appeared hard wood at a shurt di~tallce 
on either side; the remaining fiye lots are all on th,' 11"1'Ih slope of tht> 
mountain and, although the soil and tim bel' or the 10\\'(']' pan are ~'u!)d, the 
lalld is too steep and stony for cultiyation. 

Beginning again at the c"ntre lin::, I ran dnt: north thrc"-' hundred and 
ninety-t\',o chains and eighty-fi\'e links and lul,\'(' laid oif lots from t\Yt'llty

nine to one; the exc\'ss which is equal to fifteen ,'hains and Pi!.,:'htr-fin' link, 
I have called lot A, and is situate betw('l'1l Humber one and the Clinton line. 

The first five and last fiye lots on this line are in good undulating' hard 
wood. timbered with a good. thrifty growth of maple, birch, spruce, fir, ash, 
iron-wood, bass-wood, &c, and the soil a good brown loam. 

The remaining part of the line crosses se,-eral steep and rocky hilL-, 
spurs from the great chain of the proYince line; these, howenr, all slope 
away to the west, leaving a comiderable space of arable land between their 
bases and the Arnold dYer, timbt>red with a heavy growth ot' bin'h, maple, 
spruce, beech. cedar and ash. I had occasion to cross this tract at different 
points and found it such as I haye described. 



The ninth range being situated near to and forming the high land of 
the 'watershed, between the waters of Canada and the United ~btes, is 
generally too rough, broken :md mountainous for agricultural purposes. 
Although in seHral plact-'s there appeared to be good land, yet there 
could not be any extensiye or vontinuous settlements made. 

llegilllliJl~' at the fourth and the lifth range line, I ran due WI'st 
het\,."een lob num],ers t\\"I'lltY'one and t\yenty-two, ninety-nine chains and 
tifty lillks up to the boundary, which I retra,'ed in a north west dlredion 
to the lll'arl'st iron monument pbced under the Ashburton treaty in lS-t2; 
thi" line ris('" C!','ntly through good, mixed hard wood land, birch, maple, 
"I'ruce, heech, fir, -Xl'" -Xl., of a heayy growth to the third range where it 
:1S('elH1s Yl'l y "tel'ply up the hill to the pro,-ince line. 

Again starting from 1 hI' aboye mentioned point, I ran due east four 
hundred and 1,1"Hll chaills and screllty-::;ix links, and again intersected the 
1'1O\'illce lille on the t a.,t side of the township, which I retraced to the 
ill'arl'"t iron mOIlUllll'nt. For about one mile on I'ither side of the Arnold 
li\','r, tilt' land is flat, timbered with sprnce, the soil beill~' ~'t'lwrally a cold 
"lay,,)" loam and \"t'ry "tr\)II~' ; ill the sl'H'llth ran~'e it nosses the uorth end 
"I' (\YO HII'ky hills, of mixed timber, with some S,)ots of good soil hetween 
'h"ill; in th·' eighth th., ~ontll east fork is crossed; the land then rises 
'-.!l"aclnally in '-.!'Cl011 mixed hard wood until it meets the high mountain, 
!llnnillg' the ea:;t'.'rIl boundary of the township; between the south east fork 
:tlld this monntaiu. tIll' "oil is in many places ,-ery good, being a black 
mould 1111 a brown l.,am, but it it) all yery stony, and, indeed, the whole of 
thi" ,,('dion 01 cIIllIltry i~ th;ckly :;trl'\Yl'd with a coarse granice boulders, 
"yideutly l.'ln!l~·ill~' 1<1 tIll' drift period, for in no instance was the fixed 
granite' ]'(11"1;: llIet witl: 

This liue I r'.'trac, d lrliltl where it is illtl'rseded by the road line run 
I)y :J1r. O'Dwyer, lmll; lake ?Il'"ralltic to the pro\'ince line down to the 
hank of the Arnold !"lYer, beyond which no further trat:e of it could be 
(li~I'( .\,,']'1 ,t!, 

If it had eyer hepn run beyond t!til:' poiut, the line had became lost ill 
the allunal tlats bordering ihis P~ll't of the rinr ; I therefore continued it 
'I~tronomically I'a,,;t till I reached the proyince line and scaled the latter to 
'.h., nearest iron monument 

From the ~II'~':\liliL' road line to the Arnold ri,'er, the line descends 
"-elY gently through soft wood land und swamp, the soil being light; it 
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traverses the riYer III the alluyion forming its bank and enters a cedar 
swamp, 

Leaving th:s ['wamp, the line ascends very gently through an old 
brule which is now covered with a small, &t.unted growth of spruce, larch 
and poplar, 

TherA app('urs to haH' been a lon£i time <1g',) a considerable quantity of 
pine growing here, as there are many charred stumps of pin" trees still 
~tanding; this flat extends a long- way to the 110rth and l':lSt, as far as the 
"pider lake and lake :JIf'g';1llti.', :lnd forms the n1l1l'h talked of illten'ale and 
meadow land" of the Arnold river, These meadows are certainly splendid 
land, producing wild grass enough to feed a thousand head of cattle, but 
the best and greatest ('xtent of them are situate in the township of Olin ton, 
those in Woburn llOt extending aboye one mile up the ri ,'er and being 
limited to a few al'n'S in llepth on either side, 

From the brule, the township line :ls,'e~ds yery gradually through good 
hard wood land up to the pro\'inc8 line, 

The Arnold 1'i \','1' takes it:,; ~ourl'e in t hI' hi~h lands forming' the boundary 
between Oanada aud the lillited-Stnks, and, after running a northerly COllrs.! 
for about twenty-fi\'" mile", dischcH!:!"'s its waters into till' Spider ri,'er, at 
about one mile from, lake ~Iegantic ; for about s,'\'en miles from its mouth, 
it winds its sinuous cour"" with a gentle cnrrent thron~h the spl"llilid 
alluvial fiats of the township (,t' Clinton, and is llavi~'able for "mall boats 
and cano •. 's only; it tll":1 hecol11"~' ~hallo\Y anu rapid, rushin!,!' with great 
impetuosity oY('r a h;~d or l:ng" granite houlders, 

It is a small stream anr;l;'lll!-!' not more than a hundred links wide, and 
has but a ~mall yolume of "";1(:'1' ,'x'.','pt durin!.!,' si'rill;' fr,·"lwts and hl':wy 
rains, \\'hen, from thtl m0l111taiowus character of the country in ",hid1 it h:1I;; 
its rise and the rapid fall of its hed, it ru,hes do\\'n from the high grounds 
",ith such yelocity that the narro\v and crookell channel in the low ground 
cannot discharge the incr,:asc·d volume of wiLte]', and the l'OIl.~"qnence is that 
it Hoods the banks to a ,ontiidel'i,L1e extent; this ,,'ould be a great drawback 
to aC;Ti,;ul tural impro\' ';:11"11 t of the in t.~n'alp. land ~ alld would likel r 
destroy either root or ~r;lill crops sown lll'ar 111(;. banks, Thes,· freshets noL 
only oecur in tho spring anu fall of thl~ year, but aL,o during heay)' Sllmmer 
rains; I had s('Yeral dollars \\'ol'th of proof of thi:s het by haying my depot of 
provisions destroyed, dt hnn~h ~it aated at least ei~'hL f",·t abo\'e the ordinary 
l'~\~el of the strL'am. 

14 
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Having now giyen you a detailed account of my proceedings, and a 
general desc~iption of the land embraced within my surveys, I shall 
close my report with a few remarks relative to the probability and mealls 
of the speedy settlement of the township. 

The neareot point from ,yhich access may be had to ,Vobnrn is either 
hy lake Megantic, the first settlement of which is distant thirteen miles, or 
from Victoria thirty miles withont eiTen a ,,'inter road; the first thing 
necessary thprp!ore to the opening up of this township will be the con
struction of either the Victoria and Arnold rin'r or the ::'Il"!!,",i.lltie roads 
(both of 'which have been laid ont), the lattpr of vvhich should, III my 
opinion, he immediately proceeded "",ith as offering greater facilities for 
settlempnt along the line and being so much shorter. 

The only o~jection to this line is that it would paf'S through fiye miles 
of conceded land, in the tovYllship of Clinton, but this I conceive should 
not be held as an objection in comparison to opening up a ~'()oll conntry for 
cololllZa tioll. 

Through the township of ?l:1l"stoll; the road line paS;28 through the 
hest of land for sdtlement, and \\,,'re it oprned e'-"ry lot along it would be 
immediately takpll up. The towllship of Clinton \'Vould lik,'wise soon he 
settled, as it contains some of the fiw!:-<t land in the couutry, for its pxtensive 
meadC'\ys offer g-n'atl'r adyanhlges to the ne\\" bpgiullPr than any of the 
adjoining toV'mships, by "nahlillg him to cut hay and keep stock several 
ypars in adyance of the formpr on th,· ordi1l<n~- upland:;. Until one or the 
other of thpse roads be op"lI"d, hut few sdtler" will, in my opinion, he 
found to pew'lrate into ,Yoburn But few m\'11 will be fonnd nowadays to 
do as ,\'as dOll" l)y the old colonists of tIll' Ea~tel'll Townships, namely, to 
take a had~ load of proyisions and with riJit' and axe tra,'erse 80me forty to 
fifty miles of unbroken wilderness to make a brm, where for years they 
remained without the mpans of communication with the older settlemelits. 
Either the prespnt c h;s of settlers ha,-e much degenerated, or else the greater 
facilities of communication throughout the "olllltry Inye unfitted men for 
such undertakings. 

(F.- W. Blai/dock, 1863.) 
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COUNTY OF DORCHESTER. 

Township of Langevin. 

The township of Langevin is of irregular form, and bounded as follows, 
viz: towards the north west by the townshi p of Ware erected by letters 
patent; towards the south west partly by the township of Metgermette; 
towards the south east hy the St. John river, or the boundary line of the 
province; and towards the north east, partly by the surveyed townships of 
Daaquam and Bellechasse. 

On the seventh of Octobf'r, 18(H, having arrived at the starting point 
(mentioned in my instructions), to the south of the river Daaquam, namely, 
at the post planted by me on the line between the first and second ranges 
of the township of Daaquam, I ran a line south 45 0 ,y astronomical, to 
serve as the range line between the sixth and seventh ranges of the town
ship of Langevin, for a distance of four hundred and sixteen chains, which 
I divided into lots of thirteen chains front, numbered from the north east 
to the south west. 

I planted a post and a boundary, and, starting from there, I rau the 
division line between Langeyin and Ware, and running north 45 Q W, I 
continud it as far as the south east outline of the township of Ware for a 
distance of four hundred and sixtf'en chains and forty links, as far as the 
river Daaquam, which I met at one hundred and eighty-five chains and 
which is very narrow at this point. I found the land to be of a medium 
quality, spruce is the most common wood; but on the remainder of the 
line which runs through a forest of maple, birch, elm, ash and cedar, the 
soil is of superior quality, comparatively free from rocks, generally level, 
and the soil of a grey color. 

Then returning to the north east line of the township of Langevin, to 
the post already mentioned between the second and third ranges of the 
township of Daaquam, I thence ran a line due south west to serve as the 
range line between the sixth and fifth ranges of the township of Langevin, 
for a distance of four hundred and sixteen chains, which I divided into 
lots of thirteen chains in breadth. On the fifth lot, I met a swamp of twenty 
by fifteen chains; I also encountered another of circular form, measuring 
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fifteen chnins in diameter on the sixteenth lot, as far as which the land is 
only of middling quality; but, starting from the eighteenth lot, the line 
crosses magnificent hard 'wood bush, consisting' of maple, birch, ash and 
cedar, the soil being of a gr.->y color and dear of rocks, 

Haying returned to the centre lilli', I ",tartt'd from the post which I 
placpd at the end of ei!:thty chains awl ei~'hty links, and thence ran my 
base line to sene as the line between the fifth and fourth ranges, which 
haSt' line I ran four hundred and l'ixt"l'n ('hains, hYt'llty-fi\'e links, to the 
north \\'I';.;t, as far as the intersection of the line behveen the townships of 
Watford and Lallge\'in. On tIlt' fifteenth lot, I crossed a little river forty 
links in width, flowing to\vards the south. Further on, upon the nineteenth 
lot, tlH' line passes on the north side ofa SW:Hnp strdehing towards the south 
east and measuriu!:!' thirty chains in wd th by ahout a hundred ill length. 
Thl're is anuther litt).. swamp to the south, on the thirty-first lot, haying a 
hrpadth often chains; on the eighty-fir:"t lot, IIl\'rl~ is a large burnt tract 
whidl extends as far a;.; tli., side line to the north Wl'St. and for about a 
hunllwd rhains lo\\':mls the south, 

The neVI" gTo\",th of timber whidl has started since the fir~ is composed 
of (I!!'rr)" white birch, spruce and cedar; he quality of the land generally 
is goud, and the soil is not stony, The furty-third lot is crossed by a river of 
still \yah>r of ahout fifty links in width and four feet ill depth This rinr 
,,\\"arms \yith fish, The land along this front lin I' is .. ery le .. el and fit 
for ,·ulti\-ation. 

A t the \\'est.ern exll'.>mity of my });l"e line rnns I nl> diyision line between 
the township of Lang,,,,'in and those onVatford and ),[,'h~','~'mdte, which line 
I was obliged to renew, the old Olle h'1\'ill~ b""1l d>stro~'t>rl by fire, ,,,hich 
made a Clt'~tll S\Yt't'P sine'" it W:1S Iral'l"!. In the fil'~t plac.' I ran this line to 
the north west. a distance of a hundred and thirteen' "hains, and placed a 
post and boulIdary where the old range line should haYI~ passed, This 
line is ri(:~'ied at fifty chains to the north ofth., ha>'eline hI' a river ofsixly 
lillks in \"idth, fio\ying towards the north \Y.'st. I (~;1l1.!:!'ht' a glimpse uf the 
old line in this part for a space or ten chains, on a hill which escaped the fire, 
and I continued thp base line as far as the:St. John ri\'er, a distance of fin' 
hnndred and SPHUty eight chains and sewnty fin link", planting at each 
ranQ'" a po';t and a boundary, And hf're :I.!.l'ain I met a riYer which cro.'SPS 
the fourth range, flowing to the south west, with a \yil1th of se,'enty n,'e 
links. 
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This range is all burnt land, as also the third range, ~nd in each of 
them the land is good and the soil not stony. On the second r:lllge, at forty 
chains, the bTU/is terminates, and then begin hard wood forests, c()mposed 
of maple, birch and beech; the soil, there also, is I'x",>llent, and tl~e same 
may be said of tIl\' timber and soil of the first rallgt~, where the 0].1 liue :,~ 

yisible. 011 range A, at eightpen ch:l.ins, I met the Jill!' h"tw"PIl th.: ioWU
ships of Watford and Mt't~"'rmdte, where I planted a post anu a houlltlary; 
the old line not ha\'ing bevn nUl further, I extelldl,d it 3'l jar a-; i ;1,' river 
St. John, finding en~)'ywhere hard wood and a soil nearly h','e ot' stones. 
Range B is also excellent; the quality of the land is good, and it is wooded 
with cedar, fir and spruce. At 194.75 chains, I placed a boundary and a 
post on the north side of the St. John river, at the point where til.> line 
touches this river. The latter's width is seventy·five links. 

Having finished my work on the south side of tho river Daaqnam, I 
pitched lliy tent 011 its banks, and scaled it by rectan~'nlar crossing". I also 
divided the lots of thirteen chains front. This riYer is ,generally from three 
to four feet deep, with an average width of Olh' I..:hain, a tortuous ,'()I1\'S\' and 
a quiet flow; its ballks are shadeu by treAs, and the lands on the north 
8ide are of superior quality, as also the hard woods, with which they are 
abundantly covered. In addition. the river abounds with fish, 3n(t affords 
at seYeral points magnificent \\':9.ter powers. The scaling of this rivt'r being 
finif,hed, I proceeded to the north bank of the ri\'er Daaquam, to th,' south 
\HSt line of th .. township of 13ellechasse, and I traced ;md chain,~d that line 
to,,'ards the north we"t as far as the south east liup of the to'("'!I"hip of 
'Vall', pbDting at (',I<'h rall.:.!(' good posts and boundaries for a di,tallc\' of 
foul' hundred and eleYl'll "hains 

At S('VelltY-SeYell chains on the eighth ran::!!" I 111l't a br;lll,h of the 
river Daaquam, who&e width is one chain and fifty links. On the ninth 
range there is a Ii, tie river fifty links in width, running north W\'.'il ; there 
is another of the s;,rne \",·idth, and running likewise to tlw north \ve"t, at 
Sl'Yt'llty-eight chains, in tbl' t')f:'\"l'nth range. Th\.' whole of this li'l\: paSCies 
oyelland cown,d v,,~th a mixed growth of fir, spnh'\" birch and c(,dar. and 
at one hundred and forty chains on the last range it tranrs,.'s m,,~·.liflcent 
hard \yood forests of the bl:'st quality. 

After laying down the ontlinL's of the townshi p of Langedll, I pruce\,ll,·d 
to the subdivision of' the north part of the riYer Daaqnam. and for that pur
pose I went two chains by the north of the north w!:'st branch of that riYer, 



to the post between the eighth and ninth ranges, and ran a line dne south 
west, to sene as a range line, a distance of four hundred and sixteen chains, 
which I diyided into lots of thirteen chains front, meeting everywhere the 
most beautiful hard wood. The soil is of a grey color and the surface shows 
few stones. On the twenty-fourth lot, there is a superb site for a church, in 
a hard wood bush on a slight swell, presenting on all sides a magnificent 
view, while the surroundings would afford a most convenient site for a 
"iILI!:!','. 

Returnin o ' to the north east side line, I ran another range line as far 1:> 

as the south ,Yl'st side line, a distance of four hundred and sixteen chains, 
which I divided into lots of thirteen chains front. This line runs over 
level· land, with few rocks, composed of a greyish loam and wooded gener
ally with maple, birch and beech. On the sixth lot there is a river of sixty 
links in width flowing southward and carrying a volume of water power
ful enough to run a mill. There is another river thirty-five links wide on 
the fourteenth lot, running also towards the south. Again on the twen
tieth lot, I met a third stream of thirty links in width, running also towards 
the south, like the preceding. 

Lastly, I proceeded to the north east side line to the post between the 
tenth and eleventh ranges, and there I ran the last range liue as far as the 
south west side line. This range line passes generally through fine timber 
and on good soil, 'with few ro.·b. The fifth lot is crossetl by a river of fifty 
links in width, rUllning south. The seventh, eighth :md ninth lots are 
"on'l'pd with hard wood and slope towards the north on an angle of eight 
to h'n lh'g'}"'"",. The land, which comes arterwanls. is Govert'd with a 
mixed ~'}'o\\'th. ,'onsisting of fir, spruce, birch and cedar, and is absolutely 
le\-el :11; far as the twentY-l'ighthlot, where it bel'om,'s rolling to the twenty
fifth lot, ",here there is a river twenty-five links wide, flowing to the south 
east The rem:) inder of the range line, ns far as the .. entralline to the south 
west, passes through n magnificent hard wood bush. 

I han' closed the report of my operations, as well as my remarks on the 
tmvnship of Langevin; but before sending them in to the Crown Lands 
departmell t, I must say that, summing up all my obserYatiolls on the nature 
of the soil and its irregularities whilst exploring this township, I found on 
the ,,,hole the land ven-favorable to cultivation, and offcrinO' to the settlers 

• 1:> 

who may locate thereon the best guarantees of SllC'CPSS. What tends most 
to inspire me with this confidence is the remarkable fact that this territorv 
is nearly everywhere extremely level and generally free from rocks or 
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stonef', which permits of the opening of roads with the greatest facility, and 
let me add to this that splendid rivers and streams cross the lands in e\-(;1'Y 
direction. 

(E. Crt sgrtliu, 15th February, 18t-)~.) 

On the twentieth of August last, having arrived ill the township of 
Langevin, at the terminus of the centre line, preyiously run by me between 
the fourth and fifth ranges, I continued this line southward 451) W., astro
nomical, for the depth of three ranges, planting at each range, namely, the 
fourth, third and second ranges, a post to serve as a starting point for the 
range line to be laid. down. This line crosses land which is rather level 
and adapted to cultiyation; the timber is mixed and composed of maple, 
birch, cedar and fir. The soil is comparatively free from rocks. Returniu!.(· 
to the line between the third and fourth ranges, I ran a line going straight 
north east and straiQht south west, and extending to the north east for a 
distance of four hundred and sixteen chains, and to the south west a dis
tance of four hundred and three chains; I then divided this range line 
into lots of thirteen chains oyer the whole distance between the north 
east side line of the township of Langevin, and its south \wst side line, 
forming' a length of eight hundred and twenty-two chains. Along the 
rourse of this range line, there is a great number of streams which water it 
in all directions. There is one on the sixth lot of the width of thirty links, 
running towards the south; it is fordable. 

On the thirteenth lot, there is another of fifteen links, which also runs 
to\Yards the south and \y hich is also fordable. A third riYer of twenty-fi\re 
links, running in the same direction as the prt'cedill!:!", crosses the twenty
eighth lot; at four chains, to the north of the range line, there is a lake, with 
an area of thirty-four acres, which contains no fish, although rather deep. 
On the seventy-first lot is a rather large ri,rer of one chain in width abound
ing in fish; it is generally fordable. Before reaching this last lot, two other 
rivers are met, one on the fifty-second lot of twenty-five links, running 
towards the south west, and the other, on the fifty-eighth lot, of forty links, 
running towards the south. At fifteen chains and twenty-five links, on the 
sixty-third lot, I reached the south west side line. 

Along the whole course from one extremity to the other of this range 
line, I came across nothing but level and very culthrable land, composed of 
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good brown loam or bh'k vegetable mould in the low grounds, while on 
the swells, the soil is a greyish loam, with few rocks. This line also crOS8es a 
burnt tract which extends towards the west, so that the timber is at present 
only a young Q,Towth. The cherry, maple, the red maple, birch and white 
birch have replaced the original growth, whi,'11 must have been hard woods. 

3rd 1"([1l!;p,-I went to the post behveen the third and second ranges, 
'whence I rall a range lilli' parallel to the first and of the same length. Like 
the preceding, this one is \\'ate]'(·d by many streams. Un the eleventh lot, 
I met one with an a\'erage width of fifty links, which is fordable; the 
twenty-third lot is nOi'~,·d by another of olle chain and fifty links in width 
'which, I helievp, is formed by seyeral small brooks alld a small stream, 
that mingle their wat,,]s and ultimately discharge into the Saint John 
river. Un the third r:lllge, their banks are generally I>wampy. There is 
another small fordable ri "er of fifty links, 011 the fifty·sixth lot. On the 
forty-second lot, at two chains and eighty links, to the north of the range 
line, there is a lake of about thirty-five acres which is rather deep, but con
tains no fish. Its surroundings are arable, the timber is of good quality and 
composed in part of cedar. The wil is everyw here level and eminently fit 
for cultivation, throughont thtl ,\"hole of this range, especially in the south 
west part of the centl"t' line, w hi('h is much preferable to the rest. We 
came across a few maple groyes which the fire had spared. The soil is 3. 

grey loam on the higher grounds, especially on the fifty-second, fifty-third, 
fifty·fourth and fifty-fitH lots. The land, on account of Its being so per
fectly level alld of its ~llperior quality, is I"x('epdingly fit for all kinds of 
tillage. The woods whi,·h !,!TOW on it :11'1' the ,ddpr, the choke cherry, and 
the mountain ash. Thi;,; nmge ha;.; also }pen i'\\'('pt hy fire, but less than 
in the fourth, so that in Q"'ll<'ral the 1'0)"<';,;\ presents a fillPr appearance and 
the timber is of larger siz.'. 

From the po~t bet \Yeen tlw second and first ran g'ps, I next r:lll a line 
parallel to the preceding' to serYl' as a front line to the second range. Here 
again, as in the lower ralJ~"~;';, the same remark applies as regards the large 
number of streams: unfortunately, as water pO\\"I~rs, all these rivers are of 
but slight value owing to the lowuess of tlwir banks. 

On tht' ninth lot, I came ,1<'),08S a rin')' of fifty link", running to the 
north east. It is f(,rdable. The t\\'I'llty-third lot is crossed by another of one 
chain and twellty·fh-e links, which di,.",hal'g'"s into the ri,'er Saint·John. 
On the thirh'-eighth lot, there is a third of SI'\-cn t y·fi n links 11assiuO'throuO'h J , e n 

a small ~,yamp which ('ould be easily drained. The forty·third lot is 



217 

==============================-~-=-==-~--=--=.-~~~~-------

also crossed by a little ri"er of twenty-five links, running' south, while on 
the forty·ninth lot, there is one of forty links, runnillg to the north t·ast. 
Lastly, on the fiftieth lot, another rh-er of thirty links flows towards the 
south. Starting from the fifty-second lot, thes~ last mentioned lots contain 
ash and some cedar. 

The quality of the soil, in this rangt', is generally good, and mostly 
everywhere fit for settlemp.ut. Exception, howeyer, mu;;t be made of ~lhout 
twenty lots which are too stony, and two or three which ,\l"I! swalllpy. Oil 
the other hand, the twenty-ninth, thirtieth, thirty-first and thirty-se('ond 
lots are magnificent, level everyw here and covered all on'r wi t h hard 
wood consisting partly of maple, and partly of birch, elm and ash. The soil 
is generally a grey loam in the hard woods and a yellow loam in the mixed 
woods. On the high grounds the surface soil is a yellow loam. and the 
subsoil clay. The section to the south west of the centre Ii ne, in t hi) sO', 'nlHl 

range, is rolling in same places and forms a continuous Sl1""l'ssinn of hills 
and dale~, offering to the settler land adapted to the most valied tillag"'·. 
Timber is in abundance. There is plenty of cedar of considerable sih'; pine 
alone is lacking. 

(E. Ca S5!,Ta in, 17th November, 186:2 ) 

With these trifling exceptions, all this portion of Lall!.!,"'\' in is wa!cl·.·d 
by riwrs and brooks fallin~ into the river D';l<lUam. Its main bralll'll ris,~s 
in Bellechasse or Mailloux, entering LangpYin on the thirte"llth ran!.!,',." and 
leaves the township at the end of the road on the pig-hth ralt!.!:e lill!', and 
another large branch also rises west ot Lan~"~\'in, entering" that towu,hip in 
the thirteenth range, and, collecting all the small streams a t or Ilt-'al" the 
northerly angle, runs south easterly across the township and !.~a\-:" it ill the 
eighth range; a third considerable affiu'.mt rises in the snull 1akl':'; aHd 
stre&ms in the westerly angle of Langeyin, collecting all the small H re:lI11S 
that cross into that township from War~ 011 thl" boulHhry lin,' in thl' i "nLh, 
eleventh, twelfth and thirteenth ranges of L::mgevin, runs (lia~~'ollally :1,:ross 
that township, arriving at the Trappists' saw mills and fills illto the se,·oll(l 
large branch of the Daaquam in thn ninth range. 

As an agricultural district, these township>" partiL"l11arly L:tll~·(''-i'', 
offer great advantag~s as to soil. which is generally a sandy 101m, r'-':;till~· 011 

sandstone, of easy cultivation and covered with dense forests of large birch, 
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maple, sprn<:e, sapin, with some larch and ash, but very few pines and less 
cedar; althol1Q'h there are many rocky hillocks and mountains incapable 
of cnltintion, ~yet the land is generally less stony than the north part of the 
othpr town'ihips in the county; even among the mountains in the north
.,rly angl .. of Lange\rin, a great deal of \"ery good land is found. From the 
h.dlt nature of the soil, the windfalls of large trees turned up by the roots 
and heaped on each other to the height of eif;'ht 01' ten feet, somp-times 
exceeding 8 chain in width, are uncommonly numerous, especially in the 
w.'st,·rly angle, where two or three interrupted our progress on almost 
"IT!,n' lot. The ground being covered with snow, I had very few opportun
ities of observing rocks, contrary to the other portions of the county, where 
day slate .~n'ry"'here predominates. The rock formation in Langevin and 
J >art of Ware ,'oll,;ists almost solely of stratified sandstone, fine and coarse, 
pxcellent for sharpening tools of all desniptions. Clay slate is rarely seen, 
quartz in "il,'! or granite never, nor did I see any indications of valuable 
metal,;. Iron, perhaps, to some extent may be found, for I found attraction at 
f;t:'veral plac,'s, particularly at post range twehr8 and thirteen, rear line of 
Langcwin, where it amounted to a dozen of degrees westerly, with all our 
precautions. 

(lV. HendNsolI, 20th November, 186.'),) 

Township of Metgermette North. 

The land, ill the first rang", to the east of the centre line, is very good. 
To the w<'st, it is good enongh, but swampy in some places. In the second 
rall~'l'. it is of average qualitv Ho,)\rever, towards the west, swamps are met 
with, :1" indicated oJ'l the plan. 

In the third range, the land is very good, except near the river St
John, where it is low and swampy. In the fourth range, near the town
ship of Liniere, it is good, but there are swamps all through this range near 
the centre line. 

In this township, there are several mill sites, one of ,yhich is situated 
near the road leading from the sugaries to the Kennebec road. This road 
il:i nsed by the sugar· makers. 

Nearly all the merchantable timber has been cut off, and there only 
remain a few small pines and tamaracs. I see no obstacle to the opening of 
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colonization roads on all the range lines. I wish to call attention to the 
splendid sugaries in the third and fourth ranges. The heavy fall of snow 
which occurred during my survey made it very difficult for me to deter
mine the nature of the soil, '.Y hich I was compelled to e.~timat<· in certain 
cases from the appearance of the ground and the dUtn1.cter of the timbpr. I 
found no geological specimen worth sending: to the departmPllt ; but, under 
this head also, the h8:1YY snow falls preYl'uted me from making thl' nl'(,I':-,
sary researches. 

(Edil//(i/ll B. Temple, ~.5th January, V::fjli.) 

In range :Ii Ye, the soil is '\"ery good. To the e:1-.t of the CPU tre line, llear 
the riYer St. John, it is rich and yery le\'el, and contains some fin8 su!..',·aril'~. 

Almost all the merchantable timber has already b,'l'u cut off; only a few 
small pine and tamarac remain. 

I found no geological specimen worth sending to the department. 
Colonization roads can be easily opened along all the ral1g:'~ lineE. 

(Edmund B. Temple, nth November, 1866) 

I have the honor to transmit to you the report of tIll' sun'ey of the 
north east part of the township ofMetgermettp North, situatpd in th,' county 
of Dorchester. I extended tIl>' central li::I', to tIll' south-east line of the 
township of Watford. In this section, I noticed t h:1 t tlwl'<' is considerable 
merchantable timber, consisting in spruce and ced·H. All the tract, which 
extends from the upper part of the fifth range, rnBning towards the north 
west and passing between the lakes, is covered generally with sngaries. 
The land or soil is generally level and quite fit for culti\'atioll, although 
stony. All the part of the township of North ~retgermette, 'which extends 
from the eighth range, towards the north, is of rich soil and quite fit for 
cultiyation, and is remarkable especially for its timber. 

(P.-A. Proll/.C, 10th :\ra~', 1870.) 
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Township of Metgermette South. 

I had to subdiyide elever: range"l in this township, forming a total 
supP.rficil's of 23,400 acres of land divided into 279 lots, of which 110 are 
regular and 169 irregular. I haye further the honor to observe that the six 
first ranges of the township of Metgermette South consist wholly of level 
land and seemingly well adapted to cultivation, as much from the nature 
of the ground as the excellent quality of the soil. As for the other ranges, 
they seem little suited to settlement on account of the bad quality of the 
land, ,,,hile the lakes and rivers which occur in them, although abounding 
with fish, do not appear to offer 111uoh advantage to settlers, as the whole 
of the most valuable pine timber h:l8 been cut and removed. Generallv 
speaking, the section which I divided is fairly level ground, but it has been 
stripped of all its best pine and now offers only some spruce of any utility. 

(F. Legendre, 15th Nov., 1886) 

Township of Standon. 

The country is mountainous, hut wdl wooded. There are beautiful 
and good sugaries, on lots hYenty-two, twenty-three, and twenty-four of the 
first range, as well as on the lan:Js still belonging to the Government in the 
second and third rang'!'s, and in the last one especially, there is excellent 
merchantable timber. As for the reversed lots, for a distance of five or six 
acres, from thu rin>r Etrhemin, in the first range, the land is good, althongh 
somewhat stony, The north west part is taken up by a monntain which 
i:-; l1!1fit for cultivation, but which on the slope on the river side is ('ol-er"d 
"\yith excellent i'ng'arit's and timber. In the second range, th\~ reversed lots 
contain about twenty or twenty, five acres of goorl land ou the end joining 
the ri,-er, but the rear part is of little \'altw, except for the timber which it 
contains. The lots of the third range are the shortest, but the land is 
hetter than in the second rang'e, and there artl good sugaries towards the 
foot of the mountain. 

(Gen. Roy, December, 1:385.) 
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Township of Ware. 

In ranges 6, 7 and 8, the land is generally poor, but there are som,' 
good bottoms along the riYer. In ranges 9, 10, 11, 1~, 1:3 and 1-1:, the land 
is good, generally free from stones, and the bush is mostly hard wood. In 
ranges 10 and 11, there are some fill!' sugal'ies. I do not think there al'l~ 
any in ranges 12 and 13 towards the south cast of the south eastern untlinc. 
The timber has been en t off all along the ri\~el, but there still remains a good 
deal of spruce. 

(E.~D. Henderson, 14th October, 1873). 

Township of Watford. 

The part of the township v,hich I surwyed i~ generally lcyel, with 
only a few small elevations and free from rucks. I only lUI t one ledge of 
rocks and it is not high; it occurs on Jot 29 of rangl' 7. TJwre are a number 
of sugaries in this township, all situated Oil 8mall swell". and taken up. In 
the Jow grounds, they are better and the soil is a ridl brown mould. Form~ 

erly, great fires swept the mixed woodlands of this township, whi"h are 
formed of a sandy loam and g'cnerally free frolU stones, and destroyed all tll!' 
timber of any yalne. The new growth on them to-day is mainly ('om posed 
of fir,- spruce, white birch, &,:. This \Yell delay settlement 1'01' some time, 
owing to the want of firewood and building timber. 

This township is crossed by sewral fine streams. with g'\..'nerally dl't'p 
beds. I only noted one place adapted for a mill site, at a falb of the ri \"I'r 
Veilleux, 'which is about 10 fi'l't high and 8ituatecl on lot ~:!, in range 7. 
Along the different ri,~ers, there are a number of bottom hUllls with a rich 
allm~ial soil co\'ered with a gro\Yth of alders. At c't'rtaill point:;, "'.Hne fiue 
pieces of ground are met, which, if l"ulti \'ated, would make :;plenclid ml'U
dows. There is little melchuntable timber in the regioll which I sUlTer(~d, 
as the greater part of the bush has beJIl deslroyl~d by lir,'. ,h 1'0:' t:le l'<'siclUl', 
a part of' the timber has been cut off and all of valtw l'arril'd away. 

(Alldrfw Bas", 7th December, l~ljfl.) 



From lot eighteen (ranges 8 and 9) as far as lot hrty-four, inclusively, 
\n' come across nothing but swamps covered here and there with shrubs 
and hard wood. The lots as far as number eighteen are covp.red with mixed 
timber, and the soil is wen adapted to culti,ation. I then went to the 
t .. nth range, to the centre litH', and draw a line between the ninth and tenth 
ranges. The land in this part, (to,Yards the west) is not fit for cultivation, 
h'il1~' 11l':11'1y all co,'erpd with :-,wamps. I renewed the line of the tenth 
ran 0',' and continued thus for a distance of thirty-eight lots. 

~ , . '-

The soil of the ten th ran ~' .. is stan y and covereLl with differe!'lt kinds of 
wood; it i", generally of good quality \-yith the exception of a few marshes. 

The land in the ninth rangc iE of good quality, but the eighth is nearly 
all swampy. 

I then extended a t rial line to,vards the sou~h, crossing the tenth range, 
(Ill" part of the land }, .. in!Y fit lor cultinttion and the other swampy; and, 
"flntillnill!.!,· the same line, anoss the eleventh ran!..?'", I intersected the out
lill" of the towllship of :II"j!,!',·rmeit,· at a disiall"c of 73,!1:1 chains from the 
\·h~H·nth range. I found the bnd enrywhere of good quality and coyered 
",ith mixed timber. 

I then laid u,)',yn the line of the elen'nth range, taking my starling 
point from the trial line and runniJl~' tow~ll'tb the cast, and I intersected 
the ontline of the township of LangcYin, at a distance of ~ixt:'ell lots and 
t\ycnty-fonr chains, The ,..nil, in this sl'ction, is g"nerally level and covered 
",ith :,:ol't wood; tIll' land is Yc'ry adyantageous for cultin.tion. 

H~lyillg cnmpleteu this work, I ran the line 0f the ele\'enth range, 
"tarting from Ihe triallilll' and going Wl':,:twal'd towards the central road 
of range A, township of Cr;)llhourne, and at a distance of twenty lots and 
four chains I lllet my centre line, whence I continued the line of the 
"j,.Yenth range, and measured from my centre line thirteen lots and forty
nine chains for the lot G. 

The land i:,: coycred ",ith different kinds of wood and is generally 
leYel; it is undulating' here and there and wry good for culti,ation, with 
the exception of Oll" part close to the central line, in the direction of the 
towm;hip of Crnnhourne, which is not fit for culth'ution and is of little 
,alne. 

Haying finishl"d work in the north east range, according to my 
instructions, I proceeded to the post between lots numbers twenty-two lind 
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twenty-three, on the south west. line of range D, where I took my starting 
point. 

The soil, at the beginning of the lot, has been stripped of its timber by 
fire, but as we penetrate into the interior the woods are thickwr; howe".,]" 
thl're is nothing but soft woods such as fir, Cl~(lar, &c. The land i-.; rollin~ 
and of excellent quality. There are a few sugaries. 

I next ran the line between the eighth and ninth south \vt'.-;I rall~·.·", 
going fir~t towards the east, and.measuring fise loh, and lS.H chaill" more 
for lot number seventeen, at the end of VI hieh I me:; th" rear line of rau~'e 
B, on the central road of the township of Cranbourne. The land on this 
course is coyer2d with different kinds of wood, and is quite fit for ('ulh
yation; secondly, directing my conrse towards the WI'st. I chained .~C\"I'll 
lots. I again continued the said line for a distance of about t\\',·nty-f1\'.~ 
chains further without, howeyer, meeting the outline of thl~ ::"':~'!liury of 
Aubin Delisle, on account of the woods in this IO"alit:; hayin~' h""u 
destroyed by fire. 

The land, on the seven lots that I have jnst l1Wlllionell. "hows all 

undulating surface; the timber is generally mixed ; neyerthek~s il ('tJlltain:-; 
some fine maple gro\-es. 

This township, as far as I can judge from th,' "l'ctions that I went 
throngh, is very fertile and presents gr0at attractions for l'u]o:ll::ation. A 
great number of our people could, with profit to themsl'lYt'-; aud adnmtag-e 
to the country, ~dt1e pasily on these lauds, instead of emi~T"tillg to tlw 
United States. 

(A.-J. Duchesna./j, 30th ,',Ian·h, 1"70. 



CUrKTY OF GASPE. 

Townships of Cap Rosier, Gaspe Bay North and Fox. 

The soil, "'''lwl'ially in the township of Fox, is of snperior quality, the 
lower p.ut of the lots being- ~"~Ilt'rally formed of very rich alluvion, ana will 
soon be entirt'ly settled. Thanks to the zeal of the Rev. M. Duret, the cure 
of the place. the fishermen :11'e beginning to take more interest in agricul
hue. He has succeeded in starting the construction of a grist mill, a thing 
which was absolutely nect'ssary and which will give a strong impulse 
to colonization. 

In the township of Gaspe Bay North, the land is not quite so good; it 
i". ho\v8Y"1'. wry snitab]., for ::!:!Tinllture. The soil is rather light, but of 
g")od quality. The timh'r is not "0 good as ill the adjoining township. I 

han' 110 hesitation in "aying that these lots wonld sell promptly if the 
(i-on'l'I1ml'llt would g-rant a ~mall sum yearly to open the road above men
ti"ll\~d, 

I I't'tnrneu with my l)arty down the rin>r all Renard (Fox 1'i\·el'). I 
tl:I\,\·d the Jille ~'i\'ing the depth of the second range. then ran the rear line 
(If that rail:,!"'. i'ollo\\'iII !,!. my instructions ,,,ith great care. The soil in this 
1':lrt i" much superior tu that near the front, H'ry level and well timbered 
with llJ:lple :mel birch. Unfortunately the ash, which i.,; so yaluable in this 
lOl'ality for the mallufal'lnre of tub~ for the exportation of fish, is becoming 
I'I:arc,'. Th·':;,'~ land" will lw "o!olliz(',l before long. especially if the Goyern
mellt 1.(>Il1inu,~ to :1:,;"i»1 l!i lhl.' opening of roads. 

Th" IO\\' pril'\~ I,lJtaillt'd for ,;odfish and the construction of a grist mill 
are hut 11 reason:; \\' hi,::l will ind nee the people of C'a p Hosier to take up 
tlw:-e lalld~. ,,,hich arc ""pecially suitable for wheat growing. 

Th,~ snrwy \\']'i,'h I haye just made I'mbr:l""~' about all the arable land. 
The l'haiu olmol1ntaills p~\""il!~' ill n~:lr ey,'ll takes offa portion of the regu
lar (l"I"h f:OGl "ome of the lots in the northern part. 

(A.-L. PO/lt/fiN, 1,'380.) 
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Township of Chloridorme. 

The first range of the township of Chloridorme is in general very 
mountainons, and all brooks and the rivers flow in the bottom of deep gnlches. 
The best. soil for culture is very often found on the sea shore, but more 
especially at the Petite Vallee, at Frigate Point, at Petite Anse, at the Little 
and Grand Chloridorme and at the Pointe Sec he, and on~r these points is 
already distributed a population of two hundred and twenty-fl\'e souls. 

There are also in the first rangt', in the section which extends from 
l'Anse aux Canons, to the western line of this township, a great n umber of 
lots capable, as far as the section in the immediate neighborhood of the 
I'ea is concerned, of forming agricultural settlements of sufficient extent at 
least for the fishermen; but these lots will only be settled when the Mari
time road will ha ,"e bl'en built, as all these lands can never be opened by 
exdusively agricultural settlers. In order to induce a fisherman to settle 
here, communication must be made easy with the coast, where he can, at 
certain seasons of.the y"ar, canyon his favorite occupation of fishing. 

In the ea"tem part of this township, the mountains s!'cm to come down 
closer to the sea, and form on the shore capes from oue hundred to oue 
hundred and fifty feet and more in height. Nevertheless, it is in this section, 
that the populatiou is most numerous, and the more ad,anced settlements 
are found in the lJays of the Pointe-Seche, of Little and Grand Chloridorme, 
,,,hich were the first points inhabited, because they offered the he::;! facilities 
tor fishing. 

There is, no doubt, at the depth of this rang-(', and mon~ particularly 
in the Yalley::; formed by the rinl"s of the Little and Grand Ohloridorme 
and others, a goodly number of little lakes and trads of lalld well adapted 
to cultivation; but many years must elapse before the fishermen can be 
induced to make clearances at a distance of half a mile or more from the 
sea shore. 

(Alit. Paillchaud, 12th April, IS69.) 

15 
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Township of Christie, 

The soil in general in this township is good, even on the tops of the 
mountains, where there are to be found plateaux of rather considerable 
extent, and whose access is l'USY, if we except perhaps the Sauteux moun
tains. The land, in the two basins which are formed by the branches of 
the Martin and Porpoise riYers, is of a fertile nature and formed in part of 
rich alluvion. Nevertheless, after ha,oing crossed these two yalleys and 
examined their extent, I did not find them sufficiently broad to divide them 
crosswise into farm lots. Besides fir, spruce and the w hi te birch so abun
dant throughout the whole Gaspe district, a 8Teat deal of ash is found in 
this township, and on the flanks of the mountains maple groves are of suffi
cient extent to form sugaries, of which many are already being worked. 
Pine is not yery abnnd'Ult or of snperior quality, at least in the ranges in 
the neigborhood of the sea; it grows generally on the tops of the moun
tains. Fire has done great damage to these forests, and there are moun
tains whose entin' surface has been swept, leaving only calcined rocks. 

(A. Paincltaud, 4th March, 1871.) 

Townships of Christie and Duchesnay. 

These two towllf;hips are crossed by sevl'rallittle hrooks, of \V hi"h two, 
the YaIll'e and the Albonr brooks, are of good size, and also by three 
rivers, the :JI:1l'till, Porpoi",_~ and eland,' ri,oers. The"H rin~rs, with the 
exception ofihe Porpoise, are formed by the wah')'" whi .. h discharge from 
the north west slope of the Schikshock mountains and reel'i ,oc in their 
course the contributions of a larg'" numb_'r of small tribu tary brooks. Along 
the course of the~(~ rivers, there are allmoial deposits ,arying from one 10 

six feet thick and of considerable extent, At the month of each, are the 
homes of braye settlers, who deyote themsel yes to fishing and farming. To 
my great satisfaction, more attention seems to be paid here to agriculture 
than to fhhing, a dispositiou which unfortunately is not often noted among 
the settlers of the county of Gaspe ; iherefol"t" the people here live in perfect 
comfort, anxionsly awaiting the opening of the road to see their circle 
enlarged and their social relations increased. 

The shore along the front of the towm.hips of Christie and Duchesnay 
is generally rocky and rather difficult of access. In this locality, as al(lmg 



the Gaspe coast in rrelleral, the shores are bordered by high bluffs, which 
give this region a wild and sometimes gloomy aspect. We travel generally 
here between the tOea, which washes at our feet and which often stops our 
progress, and cliffs of several hundred feet in height, whose summits frown 
down on us. 

As shewn by the plan, the base line, from the south west line of the 
township of Christie, as far as the second lot, senres as a road line. Here 
I left the original line, taking in preference a straight line, for on this course 
there is no obstacle to prevent the construction ofa cheap and excellent road. 
The land is perfectly level, with the E'xception of a little hill towards the 
middle of the ninth lot, and the soil is everyw here of yellow loam, easy to 
work, and without stones. 

The lands crossed by the line of the road, in the townships of Christie 
and Duchesnay, are all, over an area more or less extensive, easy and ad vant
ageous to clear. In the south west part of the township of Christie, the road 
line runs along the heigbt of lands, bordering the riwr, as far as the 
fifteenth lot, whence it has a north north east direction and extendl:l 
through a tract of arable land, slightly sloping towards the north east, as 
far as the Vallee brook. Between the Vallee brook and the ~Iartill l'i vel', the 
line is close to the ri,'er and runs through a trad of land which is also very 
advantageously situated for colonization. After a g-radual rise, starting 
from the Vallee brook to about mid way to the Martin ri Yer, we descend by 
a continuous slope to the mouth of that river.- The land has, mOi't'over, a 
general incline from south east to north west; but all the slopes apart 
from the rather steep hill bordering the Yallee brook, on the north \':lst side, 
are gradual and easy, and a great number of lots are of easy ,l('ceSI:l, and 
could h~ l'asily cultivated along their whole length. The soil is everywhere 
of excellent yellow loam, and the timber, which consists of fir, birch, white 
birch and spruce, is everywhere of splendid growth. 

The alluvial deposits at the mouth of the Martin rin'r are worthy of 
notice. These lands for a depth of two to three miles han~ an average 
width of sixty to seventy chains and a rich growth of hard wood. '1'here is 
a good number of rather extensiye maple groves which are being annually 
worked as sugaries. At the mouth of this river, there are also a few resident 
spttlers, who live by farming and fishing. As a fishing ground, this place 
enjoys an excellent reputation. 

From the hill bordering the Martin ri vel' on the north east side to the di vi
si()n line between the townships of Christie and Duchesnay, the road crosses 
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land \yhi..Jl is perfectly le"el. These lands, along a frontage of from three 
to four milt':':, are all so advantageously situated and ~o suited to colonization, 
that tht:l·\, is no dunbt that, just as soon as the road is openeJ, there will be 
in thi::; tl'dion a \Yell settled township. The same may be said of the 
wholl~ plateau h:tWl'l'll the Martin and Porpoise ri,'ers. For a depth of 
three to rom mil"s. the land is cyeryw here of easy access and the soil, which 
is !,!!'IL"rally of rich yellow loam, is of superior quality. The only obstacles 
met with he1'p are the rather deep l'ltYilws of two little brooks known under 
the nalll'- of the Portag'l' brook. 

III tIt" towllc,uip of Duchesuay, the buds cros:;ed by the road line 
prl·"t'ld (he "aWL' unilill'mi ty as those of the township of Christie. The 
most worthy of lluti,',: are tho.'ie whieh lie within the allU\'ial deposits of 
the !"'l'j"Jl::;e and Cland." riYers. The ,'OlUS\:,S of these riYers are marked by 
land" of \'a,y a11tl prulitable "nltnre 1',)[, a depth of LHlI' to n\-e miles. The 
Porl'u},," rin'r, at a liic;tallC" or about three-quarters of a mile from the shore, 
dintl",.; intu Lwo rmtlll'lw . ..;. both of which are bordpreJ h~' good farming land. 

J\ lOll !.!. l';wh of tlwse rin'r", there an' ,'xtell:;in- m Iple gro,-es, of which 
:,;<>m, , dr,· wurked in th,~ .~[ll'ill~· a,; sngaries. 

Ti,,> hlld l'w.,·,,·d hy tIll' rU<l,lline from the hill formed by the ravine of 
the I'orpui,w 1'1\'\:'.1', on the ::;outh east side, to the mouth of the Albour 
brook, art' brokt:'n for about half their depth. and their cultivation is ren
dered difficult by the hill" anJ mountains which skirt the sea; nevertheless 
,·a,·ll or til·,,,,· lot...; "~lll ,,!lOW an a,-erage area of lit'!y to sixty anes easy and 
adY<tllla~'l'on" tu ,·nlti,~atl·. The soil i, in general a yellow anJ slightly 
,,;mdy loam. 

From the Albom brook to t hl' seigninry ,,!, l\lont-Loni~, the land slopes 
gently toward" the ",'a-"hore, andott~r.~:,;o manyadnllltag'2s that the greater 
IMrt i" already taken up. The lands bordering' the ClauJe river are for a 
depth of .~eH'ra I milL'S more extensi n' than tho.5e of the Porpoise ri ,-er. 
The part adjoining the Gulf is already in an ad \-anced state of cultivation. 

As I lUn'e had the honor of already remarking, the most important 
places, along the front of the townships of Chrh;tie alld l)llche:;nay, are the 
the Martiu, rorpui~e aud Claude ri,'ers. These localities 011 accoullt of their 
already prosperous agricultural condition are certainly destined to form 
centres of colonization. At the mouth of each of these ri\-ers are basins. 
I'·,·~ltered and protected against the sea by long sand-bars, where, at all 
stages of the tide, fishing craft seek and find excellent shelter; consequently 
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these places are frequented by fishermen from Sainte-Aune-des-Monts and 
elsewhere, who come each year to spend a few months fi,-;hin~. There is 
also along the frontage of these two townships a good nnrnber of small 
settlements, of little importance yet, it is true, on account of thplr youth, 
but they promise to become rather extensi ,'e. 

The lands ill the second range of these two town:;h i pO' are i;l ;~ll n~s
peets equal to those of the first rang<3, and, alHrt from the :t,h-,lllta~;'\- whi8h 
the settlers of the first range enjoy in being close to th,~ ri\""r [or ii;'ling 
purposes, it may be said that all the lands of the :;""01\(1 r;lll!:!,"'trl~ more 
advantageous even than those of the first ran~,'; the land is eV'l'ywh"r" 
more level, and the soil of better quality. S.weral lot5 ha,-,· b",'n alread V 
applied for, but this especially in order to;A the b2nefiL ot til" I1n,n~rous 
sugaries which are on the river points and 011 th~ slop'~, of th,· hills which 
border them. 

The chief kinds of timber in the part of these two towll"hips \Vhii,h I 
tran'rse,1 are fir, white birdl, spruce, bil"'h :1ll'1 lil1i1[,'. Th,· ""(111' 
swamps are few in nnmber and of small extent; in all we w,·t :Illd which 
are in,-ariably situated in low hll,b, the "i~lhr is of filli' =,-'rnwth and ~ood 
quality. In some pLl.<·e~ .. we came across somd pilll', pll'ti,'uhrly .):1 the 
banks of the Vallee brook and of the Mtutin rin-r. This timh'·]'. when~n'r 
seen, \yas of good size and seemed to be ofsnp'rior q'1ality. 

(G.-F. Roy, 21."l Odober, :36~.) 

Townsl,ip of Denoue. 

I am comp(>l1ed to say that the ~"~Il"\,<ll a"p,~ct of this to\Yil<;hip is not 
yery favorable fo\' "O]flllizution, The land is vt'ry mounblnons. and the' :'oil 
is dry and sterile. ~Ior",o,-er, if the Grand A. n;;,' h ~ ex' 'pt ,d. t \ '\"3 i", no 
other cove or ri\-er to entice the fishermen to "dtl,~ therf~. Th,' W'- . .;r"1'11 part 
of the second range is. perhaps, the only one which cont:lins a fpw tral'h of 
good laud fit to h,· ('nlti,'uted; but the steep hills that lIlllS! 1>,. ,;lilllb·.l to 
get there, will always be a serious obshcle to th',ir h"ln~' ,,,,'ttl "I bv fbh"r
men settlers, who always need e:1SY ('ommtUlieatic;] with the 81':1. Th· timber 
alone indicates a poor and backward v'·!.il'btion, aId v(,ry selrlo:i1 is any 
hard wood found, Pine only is abund:tnt enough in thl~ interior io l:'nd 
some value to this township, in which there ale yet only two resi;lent 
settlers. 

(A. PainrJUlud, 8th ~:Iarch, 1871.) 
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Township of Douglas. 

The greater part of the tract surveyed is good clay soil, generally 
lUixed with sandstone and clay gravel, exc~pt in the direction of the fourth 
and fifth Lmu,'l' line, from lot number two eastward, ill both ranges 
where it changes to a W)'y poor quality of reddish sand, co\-ered ·with a 
stratum of p:n:yi:;h white earth, about three inches in depth; many sand
stone boulders are also found, part icnlarl r on ] ots twenty-seven and twenty
elC!ht, in the yicini!y of the Malbaie line. 

As will be f'CCll by the accompanying plan aud profile, part of the 
fourth alld fifth ranges, hct \WC'1l the York liue and lot numb2r six inclusive, 
is yery rough and mountainous, but the land is good; e,eu approaching 
the nry :"nmmit of the mountain (In lot number five at an elevation of 
],530 feet ah,)n' Se':! lc\",,!, the soil Si'I'IllS to be of exccll"llt quality; a good 
proof of the ",:lllll' i.~ that, among the brush wood, alder, pembina, hazel, &c., 
are Jound in abulHlall'·C. 

Then' i" n'ry little llll'rch:lutable timberleftstanding within the limits 
of the pn'sent suney. All the pine has been cut for square timber, and the 
same may he said of the spruce also. There is an abundance of fir and 
boulean, soml' good yellow and black birch, and hard and soft maple are 
also found here and there on the side hills. 

The v" h"],, tnct is well \Yater,'d, being traversed in the centre oy the 
rinr AllSI' ;\ Hrianl; and the tributaires of Seal Cove, Bois Brule and 
Malbai" rinrs drain it in every other direction. 

Th,'r,· is no scarrity of water power for mannfadnring purposes. 

Un the All-e a Briand and l\Ialbaie ri,ers are found splendid quarries 
of :--:lllU."tOil l', most suitable for grindstones and whetstones aud probably 
for H'ulptors' u::;c~ also. 

There are "xt'~'Il::;i ,e beds of these from the coarsest to the finest ""rain in 
'" laY"T::; YaTyillg ill thickuC':-.s from half an inch to fi,'e or six 1'e,'t lying north by 

east dip 31)" and in the beds of the streams, I also found hones of superior 
quality. I haye transmitted some of them, with other specimens, to your 
departmellt. 

It is :--nrprisillg that so much good land in such close proximity to the 
seaboard and so ea8Y of access remains so long unsettled: it is, however, 
the case, and the reason is obvious. 
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The people around Douglastown are all good" fishermen," \yhich in 
other words may be understood as very poor farmers. 

Just as soon as spring opens, all hands c~Lpable of working an' off to the 
sea and don't return until autumn; and only the women and childrell 
are left to attend to the farming. 

The introduction of a few good, substantial farmers and pioneer back
woods men into the place would render immense :;elTicC'. 

At present there is not a single seitler in the third range; some small 
patches of clearance are made here and there, but the aggregate area under 
cultivation in the whole range would not form ten acres. The greater part 
of the second range is also unsettled, although the land in both of the said 
ranges appears to be of excellent quality. 

There is no doubt that in Douglastown and up the ndleyof the river 
St. John, there is room for extensiye settlementr;:. 

In Douglastown, spring opens a little later than at Quebec, but it is 
compensated by a longer autumn and i:; less subject to early frosts; oats, 
w heat, and other cereals and root crops of all kinds succeed well there. 

(I-I. O"'-)ul1ivall, 13th December, 1881.) 

Township of DOllglastown. 

The quality of the soil is at once estahlished by the aspect of the 
ground. The best pieces of land seem to ha,·e been cleared and culiivated 
long since. As for the remainder, it appears to han been yiewed with 
disfavor by the squatters, probably on account of its stony character. The 
soil is chiefly a light sandy loam at the neck of the Lagoon near the bridge. 
There is a mixture of clay in it, and, proceeding westward, an abundant 
yegetable matter derived from the ferns and other marsh plants entering 
into its composition. The whole region along the shore of the Lagoon, 
formed by the mouth of the river St. John, can easily be made productive 
by the use of seaweed and alluvion. The forest, probably a third growth, 
is composed of clumps of balsam, double balsam, fir, grey spruce, white 
birch, a few alders and some elder. 



The best lots are those near the landing, where all the business of the 
place centres. From the post road going westward, the lots are more or 
less adapted to culti ,ation. Lots 8, 11, 15 and 1~ are especially well con
stituted to make small farms. 

(G. LeBoutltillier, 3rd December, 1888.) 

Township of Duchesnay. 

In general the soil, ill this township, is not perhaps as good as in the 
township of Christie. Nevertheless, in the ,alleys formed by the Porpoise 
and Claude rivers and in the part of the first range comprised between this 
last mentioned riYer and the Rebours brook, there could be made rather 
extensive sdtlements. The Porpoise river does not form a valley sufficiently 
broad to alluw the di"ision of lots crosswise, especially in th~ second range, 
where this river forks into two bran..11\'s, and where tIl\' mountains come 
closer together and grow hidll'r. At the Claude riyer. having found lands 
'which are taken up allll cultivated, CHn in the third raIlQ"'. in a north and 
south direeiion, I thought it 111:; duty to continue to dil-ide the first ranges. 
The land f'ompriEed hetween these 1\1'0 rivers ofi<>rs few ad,-antages to 
colonization, the trad comprised lwtwt'PIl the Rebonrs DroGk and the 
C!:Iud\' river cXI'epb'd, The mountains are YI'ry high, di"ided by a host of 
small broo];,';, ,\"hich form depp gulches and discharge into the branches of 
the POl'pois" ri\'('r and the TIebonrs brook. 

Apart from the wood whidl is g,'ncrally tonnd in the Gaspe district, 
that is, fir, white birch and spruce, pine is found h"I'<' on the tops of the 
mountains, ,vhi,.}} are not ahyays of easy a,'I'e:'::,;, on a<'<'onllt of t.he stel'p 
cliffs forming the sides of these mountains. Birch and. maple art> rather 
in abundance, as also cedar and ash in the valleys of the riw'rs. On the 
Claude and Porpoise ri," .. rs, there art> seTeral sUQ'arips ,\"hi"h have already 
been worked by the settlers located on the banks of these ri,-ers, 

As in the neighboring township, fire has cC>l11mitt,'ll great destruction 
in these t\yo first ranges of the township of Duchesllay and has robhed the 
forest of a considerable part of its >'aln,'. TIl" \"a1le\" of the east branch of 
the Porpoise river has all been swept by fire, which ,']"o:-;;;ed t.he western 
branch of the Rebours brook and extended ill this valley as far as the sea 
shore. 

(Alit. Painchaud, 5th ~ray, 1871.) 
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Township of Fortin. 

These explorations convinced me that it was perfectly useless to seek 
for land fit for settlement beyond the banks of the Malbaie river, and I at 
once decided to limit my operations to the laying out of ranges three and 
four, which are crossed by this river and the different brooks which empty 
into it. This is why I began the run the divi,;ion line behveen the :,;econd 
and third ranges. 

But soon the valley of the river began to narrow, leaving no leyel land 
between its banks and the foot of the mountains, which grew higher and 
came closer together, ,,,ith their bases jutting beyond each other in such a 
way as to render thE' course of the riYer rapid and crooked and I'Ol·,·jng it to 
take a north and south direction, dirpctly contrary to its g'm18ral course 
towards the east. I crossed on lot n urn bel' twen tv-one tIll' Bort hern branch of 
the river, which is hemmed in between t,yO l'::mg'('s of "pry high monntains, 
and I again continued this di "ision line, ~)t't\Yf'l'n the """ 'und and third 
rangl'S, as far as lot number twenty-eight, when I decidl'd to run the e,'ntre 
line beyond each of the hranches of the river, to tIll' north and south, to 
get a bett~r know ledge of the surrounding coun try. 

If, within the two first miles, or at least as far as the north branch of 
the river, there is on each bank a stretch offifteen to twenty chains of 1,,\'el 
land, which goes on constantly narrowin~', it is "tony hnd, "o,-ered with 
moss, and poorly wooded. indicating: poor soil and one yery litth~ fitted for 
culth-ation. Beyond the forks, there is hardly enough gronnd on ,,'ither 
bank for the constrnction of a road. 

In general, fill this country is woodt>d with fir, sprnce, white birch and 
mountain ash, with a few birch, especially on the summit of the mountains. 
The timber is not tall and the rocky ch;ll'adpl' of the land pr,'\'ents it from 
extending its roots, except on the surface of the ground. 

All the merchantable and building' timber, which was in the neigh
borhood of the river, was cut off a number of years a!.!:o. and all along this 
river to a short distance above the forks, there is nothill!.;' but stnmps :m(l 
the chips of pines, which have been converted into square timbpr or into 
logs that were sawn into deals at a mill E'rected two or three miles from 
the mouth of the riYer. 

There are still a few pines to be found on the tops of the mountains, 
especially to the south of the river ; but they are not sufficiently numerous to 



co,'er the exp:'use of getting' them to the riYer. The main branch of the river, 
however, does not present any great obstacles to the driving of timber, as 
tl'le rapids, although nUtlH'rons, are not of a nature to injure the wood 011 

it,; \yay down. It must neyertheless be remarked that, at a distance of four 
miles within the township or Fortin, the course of this river becomes so 
tortuous and changes direction so abruptly that the timber would be liable 
to e~lsily .iam ill 0,,(, of th",~e bends and accumulate and form one of those 
jams, SU..}l as are met with on the :Saint John river and as are frequently 
difficult and expensiye to hreak up. As for the north branch of the river, 
at a disL1ll1" of a mile or a mile and a half, there is a water-fall of a rather 
cousiderable height which offers an insurmountable obstacle to driving tim
b",r. [n addition, at a Yery short distance beyond this fall, the river divides 
ill to a multitude of little brooks, which form only It con tin nons series of small 
ialls in the deep rayilll'" of the mountains. The main branch of the river seems 
to take its ri~p at no great dist;lll"e in a group of mountains, which seem to 
form the \Yater,~h"tl of the lands between Gaspe Basin and the Bay des Cha
leurs. And as far as the eye can r,'~1,<' h towards the south east, there is 
nothing' to he Sl'l'll but a continurms chain of mountains, having divers 
directions and sl'parat,'d from l'ach other by ravines in which flow small 
hrooks discharging on one side, to the south, into the Grand and the Pabos 
ri"ers, and on the other sid", to the north, into the Saint John river. 

I was already far enough into the township of Fortin to sed at once 
that I wonld nowhere find in this direction land fit for colonizatioll, and 
that. h,·:,;ilk~ the :,;can'ity of lumber. the difficulties of transportatioll in so 
mountainous a r"g'i.,n shoulJ, far from offering any enconragement to those 
who would c~m' to go into this branch of industry on the small tributaries 
ofthe Malhaie riYer, turn them from it entirely. 

(A. Painc1l((ud, 21st Dacember, 1869) 

Seigniory of Pabos_ 

Through the whole of the first concession, from the seigniory of Grand 
Ri ,'er as far as the Grand Pabos ri \·er. as also in the se~ond and third 
concession east of the centre line on Petit Pabos riYer, indications of a rich 
and fertile soil are generally found, including certain tracts of low land fit 
for the production of hay or grass for cattle which now grows wild over 
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and around a large number of natural meadows and lakes, that dry up 
during the heat of summer; on the higher and more cultivable lands, there 
are no rocks, and eyerything suggests a very prodndive soil, particularly 
on the tract comprised between the seigniory of Grand RiYer and th,~ ri,'er 
Tetu, where the land is level and ,'ory well adapted for ~,~ttl"lll'llr. 

In the peninsula of Puhos, the r~1l1ge St. Hubert and that part of the 
first concession north of the bay of Pubos, the land i,; n~ry rod~v, and it is 
only on the banks of the bay, on lakes and in somil spots where the rocks 
do not crop out aboy\' the surface of the ground, that a limited amount of 
cultiyable land is found. 

In the second concession the lands become more mountainous on 
approaching the Pabos riYer, t\Yo ranges on l'3eh sidt: of ,,,hidl could be 
settled by taking ad,'antage of certain trads of le,'el land between the 
river and the foot of thl' mouutains. The third ('ollcession west of the 
Petit Pabos river is intpn.;eded by a branch of that rinr and a larg,~ num
ber of streams which flow into it. These streams flow through deep ra,rines 
in the mountains, and if there are fertile spots in these mountains, access 
to them is very difficult. 

This seigniory, there is no doubt, is still rich ill m,:rchantable timber of 
all kinds. It is true that the old Pabos company has ttk",n away a certain 
amount of pine from the part nearest to the sea, but there ~till remains 
enough to afford a supply for several years, (if the wood rangdrs are to be 
believed), bnt it must he remernb"l't'll that the Grand Pabos river crosses 
only a part of the seigniory, and "Petit Pabos," does not extt:nd far into 
the interior. There still exist,; an abund'mc~, eyen in tIl<' first rang"t:s, of all 
the other kinds of useful timber snch as spruce, balsam, bir"h, cedar, ash. 
Cedar is most in demand by the neighbouring settlers, who come here to 
fell it in large quantities for building their fishing Y8ssek Din·h is abund
ant, large sized and sound, and will therefore become an important article 
of trade. 

(A. Pailll"llil/ld, April, ISH.) 
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Township of Perce. 

The only stream deserying of noti.·" in this tract is Breche a Manon, 
a river thirty link" wide, running in a r,wine, which I haYe estimated at 
ninety feet from the hiQ'h.'st summit, and the valley measuring about s,~\,t.'11 
chains along the base line; with the exception of lots numbers 11\'e and six, 
which are hrok.'n by this river, the remainder presents a generally e\'eu 
appearance and a soil well a,Jupted for cultivation, restin!.!,', with a good 
depth, upon a red sandstone and Ii mestone conglomerate formation, from 
which it derives a iair partion of aluminum, sand and carbonate of lime, 
undoubted constituents of a fertile soil. This character of the soil will 
apply generally to the whole of the region forming the su~ject of the 
present :,urYey, 

Commencing ag'ain at the post numhered nine and ten, on range E, I 
chained lots of thirteen chains in perpendicular hI' ':v1 th, and set posts of the 
description rt"luired by the ~'elH'ral instrudiolls with numbl'rs ,yell cut 
thereon jo sl'lnrak th," lots (,)ward t~:lC l':t-;t in thi,; range, that is to say, as 
far as lot numb,'r bYt'llty-two, illcillsi,-ely. Fnrther more tn tilt, western 
limit of lot numh,,]' one in ],'lll~"" A, on this si.l,,' (Ii the ratl!.!,'~, the "(ll1ntry 

maintains g:"nt'r:llly the sallh', lev,'] ch,U'ad,'r, for I ",Ullot but include ill 
this definition lands that :t]'l~ slightly Tolling, an 1 also the constituent 
elements of 1 hi! soil which plodul'I' a light red clay hun of fertile quality, 
sn~jail\ill!!' a healthy !!Towth 01 whji,~ and h]a"k (';pruce, white, yellow alld 
black birch, \yith fir ill alllllldance a tree ~,) thriying' ill t11\''''' parts and 
attaillin~' SHt~h dinwl1:-jol1s as I" :-npply nearly th,' whole of the planks and 
hoardc; lbl'd for building' in this l'I,'ality and thl~ adjacent townships, 

I CTOESl'd at this point Ihl' we"t branch of Ll Petite river, a brook of 
twt'h-e Jillb, and a branch of the same rnrnw~l hy a dried up brook tliseharg
ing- apparently through an outlt fi\'e links ill breadth in the high 
water season, besid.'s the bed of an 01,1 brook in which pools of water form 
at intenrals after hean' rains. 

Beginlliw:!' at the post m~Hking the \vestern limit of the base line of 
ran::" A, I laid off that range. 

The soil in this range i" undoubtedly richer than ill range B, and the 
timber 'shieh is or the same kind is taller and uf larger girth There is ill 
additiolL white ash, monntain a-:;h, a few scattered sugar maples, and a 
luxuriant growth of underbrush. There are large trad-s of brown and black 
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loam from which the Gedar has been mostly all cui away, and around their 
trunks the altler grow::; in luxuriance. 

The whoie rang'e is composed of a moititel' soil than lange B, and the 
easy draining" thereof would be well repaid by its gTI'alt'r productiyeness 
in comparison with the stonier surhH'e of range D. The ri"er An:-;e·;t-Beau
fils and its tributary are thl:' only stn'ams worthy 01' remark in this set'· 
tion; the former of fifty lill).;;; wide and two links deep, and the latter of 
fifteen links widl" both \"ith high bimb l'i:-ing at n'ry stel:'p !.!Tad(!;;, 

Having drawn a trial line from the part betweenl"t,.; numbers twenty
two and twcnty-thrt'l', Oil the fourth range, astronomically, south :25° 30' 
east, to the intrrst'dion of the base liut' or thl:' third range, I thence laid off 
lots of thirteen Ghaius each, to the ('a:-;tl'l'll limit of the second range [rom lot 
numbl:'r twenty-two to lot numb,~r fOlH, inclutiive. 

The soil is of the same de:;eription as ill tIll' precedill~' seGtion or range 
A. and well desl:'ning of the attelltion of the agrit'llltnrist, but the country 
is more rolling, espl·cially to the ea:-;tward approaehing 1I1l' 2'lIonnt;lins 01 

the Falls, so llanwd Iweansl:' they begin on the side of the Yillage of Perce 
by deep preGipin;; 'with cliffs amounting to vt'rtical walls in mallY pla"I'::;, 
and abruptly terminating the surrounding land. 

There will be a rush for the purGhase or t hl'se the moment they are 
offered for sale. Although broken in rear Ly tlw Mountain::; of the Falls, 
their proximity to the, yill:'g" of Perce gin's them much value. Their front 
presents a slight el,'Yation to the north. Thl' soil is thp best in the township, 
and the timber is of it quality to attract the attention of lllany wood 
cutters, who call thi~ trad tht~ " Common. " 

In closing my report. I may l'xtend my remarks to the township itself, 
and brit:'fly note its physical aspect and reSOll1'L'es from the colonization 
standpoin t. 

Except the eastern part which is mountainous for some distance inward, 
there remains in the subdivided ranges of the township, now in a Gomplete 
state of wildel'lless, a large and eXGellent Held for colonization. Although 
the banks or the streams are rounded hills rising steeply from the water's 
edge on each side, which is often the case in man y parts of this province 
more to the south, arising, no doubt, from the proximity of the sea and the 
f~lvol'able climate resulting therefrom, the soil ,aries hom the light stony 
to the heavy clay loam, overlaid in mnny places with rich "egetable motlld. 
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It sustains a thrifty growth of small timber amongst which the most 
yaluable is white cedar, but there is also an abundance of hardwood 
includin2: frequent groyes of maple. Such arC" the resources that this 
township in common with the adjacent country offers to the enterprise of 
intending settlers. 

(G. LeBoulhillier, 3rd December, 1868 ) 

Township of Rameau. 

Although the 'whole of this township is in general very mountilinous 
and intersected by branches of ri,rel's and streams flowing in deep ravines, 
with the exception of that part nearest the seigniory of Grand River, where 
the "alley of the river is wider and where the land rises gradually towards 
the first and the fourth ranges, still, in the north-west part, the monntains 
are of much greater plenltion approaching much nearer to the ri"er, in 
which they hathe their sh'ep side'S and prl'slont an impassable barrier to 
reaching thpir summits, which can only be attained by taking a circuitous 
route and following some ,,(r,'all1. wh"re the opening of a ",dnter road is 
ahyays pradi,·~d)le. 

The north arm, forming' of iU",lf a fine rin:r, with but one one inconsi
derable fall or rapid, offer,; p"rjl~lps as many ad,-anb;'o's as the Grand Ri vel' 
itself for th()~f' who ll1i~'ht wish to get out their winter wood by this route, 
and it is for this reason th.lt I rdra"ed 011 tllo' ground th,' division of the 
fourth l'an!!,e. 

As l'l'spe,ts the merchantable timh,·!', I cannot say that the pine is \'pry 
abundant or of snperior quality: it is g','nerally met with on the snmmit 
of the mountains and a little 011 the low lanels in the immediate vicinity of 
the riYl'r, where, to make up for this deficiency, cedar is found in large 
quantities. I remarked souw maple irel's on tll1' Hanks of the mountains, 
but ill tvo small quantity to form ,;u,!.\·<lries of any importance. The red 
birch, which is generally sound and 01' rather large size, is met with every
where, mixed with white birch, balsam and spruce, these last being 
predominan t. 

Although the part of the township of Rameau \\' hieh is traversed by 
Grand RiYer is not rich enough ill timber to furnish an abundant articlt~ 
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for exportation, excepting, perhaps, the cedar, nevertheless these lots of land 
will be alVl'ays valuable for building wood and fuel for the inhabitants 
both of the seigniory of Grand River and of the neigbonring townships; 
and I have no doubt that, as soon as they are offered for sale, they will find 
numerous purchasers to cultivate and improve them. 

(Alit. Paill c/w II d, April, 187;'i.) 

Township of Taschereau, 

f-!oil adapted to tillage is not found in this to·wnship, ('xcept in th,· 
coves and valleys formed by the rivers of l' AllSe PI,'un'l1"'" of Gro,;'1Ial,~ and 
of Manche-d'Epee, and al~o 011 the sea shore on t hI' fourth or fifth first lob. 
near to the Little Magdaleine, where the mount:tius rel'\·de ~nlll"what from 
the shore. The land comprised betwe\'n tlwfo;p different rin'rs is thickly 
wooded, and composed of high mountains on whose snmmits th"H' arc 110 

plateaux of any extent. Between the Gros-yLlle and l' Anse Pleurense, tlll'~" 
mountains are from fifteen hundred to two thousand feet high, and form clill~ 
and perpendicular rocks on the sea shore at the foot of which, in many place::;, 
the sea leaves no passage. In the yalley of l'Anse Plelll'I'us,J river to 
the south of the lake, there is a pretty consi(l"rable trad of ±8rtile land, 
although this valley is not more than half a mil,· wid,· at its wic1,·:,;t pOlll t . 

Around the lake, in the n,'e first lois, there is no lanel fit for \'ulti,':tlion, a;-; 
the mountains rise from the wry hanks of the lake itsl·It'. At Uros,M;\!l', 
although the valley betw!'t'n the mountain;-; is llalTOW,']', th,'r" i,.; ne,'l:'r
theless on the banks of the ri,'er a trad of fertile land adapt,·a to tho· 
formation of good settlempnts. The valley of the ~Ia!ll'h,'-(l'Epee is, perlUtpC', 
a little wider, and contains a fertile soil, particularly on the banks of th!' 
north west branch, w hieh will soon be settled, for clearances were alrL'ad r 
begun as soon as the lots WI']'G laid ant. 

Fir, white birch anci spruce, as elsewhere thronghout G:IC'P':', arc the 
prevailing ,yoods in this township. Pille seems to be more abundant ill tIll' 
interior than it is in the first range, where it is not g"nerally of the hl'C't 
quality. BirC?h and maple occnr on the slopes of the mountaills. and ash and 
cedar, principally, on the ri,'er b.:tnks. On the mountain tops, the wood i . ..; 
short and thin, indicating a dry and arid soil, from which it does not dra w 



very abundant nutriment; but below, on the bottoms along the banks of 
the ri,'er, it is taller and shows all the Si!,!'llS of a richer vegetation, 

Fire has also committed much damage in this township and has already 
destroyed a gTl'at part of the forest, principally, in the neighborhood of 
l'Anse-Pleureuse, of Gros-slid!> and of the Manche d'Epee. At this last place, 
'" pel ·iall y, the bntl.']'" ha \'1' greatly sutfered, haloing lost their crops besid~s 
"'H'ral barns and other buildings, 

(Jll1t. r{(im'/wllt!, Gth :VIar,.}l. 1871.) 
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COUNTY OF JOLIETTE. 

Township of Joliette. 

The whole township is arable and well adapted for settlement and 
colonization, being well watered with lakes and rivulets of pure water, 
liYing springs and streams, except some mountains shown on the accom
panying plan and particularly described in my field book now returned. 

On the Archambault, McGee and Swaggin rivers, there are beautiful 
mill sites, well adapted to suit the wants of settlement; speckled trout 
are numerous in most of the lakes and L'Assomption river abounds 
with all species of fish. The soil is chiefly dark loam, land rather stony, 
timber, red and white pine, white birch, cedar, spruce and maple; the white 
pine has been all culled and the better part taken away for lumbering pur
poses, except one excellent grove from about Nos. 6 to 12, in the 5th and 6th 
ranges; there is also an extensive grove of red pine on the N. E. side of 
L'Assomption rinf, between that and the N. E. boundary line of Cartier, 
which has not been much culled. 

The bush is plentifully stocked with moose deer, caribou and beaver on 
the creeks and outlet& of lakes, mink, marten and other spt'~'ies of fur-bearing 
animals, together with partridge, ducks, &c., &c. U pOll the whole it is 
capable of affording tillage land to the habitant, hunting, trapping and fishing 
to,the sportsman or hunter aHd lumber to the lumberer. 

(F-P. Quinn, 3rd September, 186--1.) 

There is unlimited water power to be found in this township on the 
Black river, Leprohon river and the river Dayid, which I doubt not will be 
taken advantage of in time. 

The general feature of this township is mOllntainous, interspersed with 
lakes, more especially towards the rear. 

16 
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There is very little timber adapted to lumbering purposes to be met 
with except spruce. which is generally of a large size and abounds in great 
quantities. 

The best land is to be found in the first and second ranges, and along 
the valleys of the Black river and the river David. 

(James W. Martin, November, 1855 ) 

The towmhip of Joliette is situatea. partly in the county of Joliette 
and partly in that of Berthier. 

It is divided into farm lots and has a bread~h of eight miles and a 
depth of five ranges in its south western part and of six ranges in the 
north eastern. 

The soi.l, in general, is good and adapted to tillage, being composed of 
a yellow loam, more or less sandy, stony and rocky; there is also some 
black mould, the whole covered with vegetable matter. 

Occasionally, the eminences are remarkable works of nature, from 
which the whole district can be contemplated at a glance until the eye 
rests upon the horizon. 

The different kinas of timber found in this township are the white 
spruce, cedar, maple, hirch, fir, soft m3pl,~' and beech; there are also pine 
and white birch, but in small quantity only. Th~ prp.vailing timber is the 
white spruce and cedar, which ~m' being worked by the lumberers since 
the almost total destruction of the pine. 

I noticed senral water powers along the course of the ri ,"er Noire and 
the river Dayid ; they are now utilized by saw and grist mills. 

The settlers find a profitablo market for their produce with the lumber
men, ,y ho are large COllsumers of pork, hay and oats. 

(U. Durval, 30th January, 1873.) 
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COUNTY OF KAMOURASKA. 

Township of Bungay. 

The land is not equally good everywhere; the sixth, seventh, eighth 
and ninth ranges are unfit for colonization, on account of their stony soil. 
The range line in depth of the township is broken by rocky and sterile hills 
and hillocks, with the exception of the part of the two last miles to the 
north east, where the land is rather level and fit for cultivation. This good 
land seemed to me to extend towards the south, and ends at a little distance 
to the north of the range line. 

Along the range line which is drawn between the fifth and sixth 
ranges, the land is only good at inten'als; we come across stouy tracts. 
Then comes the range line between the fourth and the fifth ranges, where 
I was rather pleased with the soil. The lower ranges are composed of a good 
and heavy soil, with the exception of the last lots, adjoining the north east 
line of the fief Grandyille, which are Yery rocky. The woods in this town
ship have been partly cut over by the lumberers who seem to continue 
evpry year to cut and carry off the few good trees remaining' and which 
would be required for the wants of settlers. 

(Vital Desrochers, 12th May, 1853.) 

Township of Pohenegamook. 

In the report which I had the honor of giying in to your department, 
last year, I have already mentioned that the range line between the first 
and second ranges of this township passes in general over a range of 
mountains, which runs to the height of lands separating the waters 
which empty into the Saint-Lawrence from those which fl.ow towards the 
Saint-John, or the bay of Fundy, so that the land is in general rather unfit 
for cultivation. On the other hand. in the rest of the township, the land is 
generally good for all kinds of tillage, being mixed from distance to distance 
with good sand and clay. 



In addition to the range of mountains between the first and second 
ranges, there are also seYeral lofty hills in the section on the north east side 
of the Sr. Francis ri ,'er, as far as the discharge of the Pohenegamook; still 
between these mountains, there are Yalleys in which the land is very good, 
and the same is the case on each side of the lake. Although the land rises 
gradually to a certain height, it is generally of the best quality. To the 
south we"t of the lake, at a distance of about one mile and a half, there is 
also a high mountain, but it is composed of arable land, I consider that at 
least sen'llty-fin> per cent of this township is good land fit for all kinds of 
ti!L~'<', 

I h~nl> already made a report on the importance of this township as a 
centre for trade, on account of its fine lake and the communication by 
water from this lake to the St. John and the Nt. Francis rivers, and by the 
roads to Rin>r de Loup, St. Andrew's and other places, 

The forest of this township consists of all the different kinds of wood 
which grow \'!sewhere in this part of the country. The pine has been cut 
uj['''I1111<' y\'ars back; but theff~ is a great deal of spruce good for boards 
and d,'a!", maple, cedar and birch, which will make good sugaries hereafter. 

The township is crossed in every direction by streams, the largest being 
tilt' Nt. Francis river which diseharges into Pohenegamook lake, and con
tillU<'~ its course as 1'&1' as the St. John river; this river is navigable for 
,'anoes from the outlet of the lake for about two miles. For a distance of 

... tbout a mile, more or less, its banks are high, but, on the tract between 
j hl'::;\' ballks and its course, tIl<' land is generally of the best. 

(C.-F FOil I'll ier, 3rd May, 1854). 
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COUNTY OF L'ISLET 

Township of Arago. 

The land, which I crossed in the conrse of my SlUT.!)" 18 in gelleral 
undulating, rising sometimes on an aye rage from -10 to 10) feet III height. 
The soil, with the exception of the 7th range, is generally quite fit for cul
tivation, although stony; it is composed of yellow loam and a greyish clay. 
and covered with mixed timber, including fir, birch, sprn<x" cf'ciar and a 
few maples. Merchantable timber, that is to say, the white spruce, is in 
abundance, excepting in the seventh rang~, where fire made a ~weep last 
summer. As for pine, it is so scarce that it is not worth mentioning, the 
few trees that were formerly scattered in this township haying he(~11 cnt. 
off and taken away; those which remain are dry and in small qnantities. 

In the interior of this township, there is on the height of lands a num
ber of small lakes, discharging partly to the south and partly to the north; 
they are in general not ,-ery deep, contain no fish, and are ,-ery muddy. 
Among these lakes, is the lake formerly known as Lac de rEst, but now 
called the Swamp lake; it could be easily drained and at iSlight ('C)";!. These 
lakes are the sources of a number of unimportant streams which wind 
through this to\Yll8hip. Of all thebe streams, there is, properly speaking, 
but the Rateval river, which is deserying of mention; it is about olle 
chain in width on the 5th range and snpplies the motiye po\Y\'r to a saw
mill, built by Mr. A. Leclerc, to,Yards the centre of the 5th range. There is 
also another site for a small saw-mili on lot ~G of the 7th rang·e. 

(P.-B.-A. Belanger, 5th April. 1881.) 

Township of Ashford. 

As regards the quality of the soil and timber, I Willllot be lengthy, as 
it would be a repetition of what you already know, and conseqlwntly 
,,"ould only annoy you. The lumbering operations which are prosecuted 
with great activity, in this locality, are one of the great causes which have 
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led to the disappearance of the best timber; there was a great deal of pine, 
and there still remains some, but of poor quality. At intervals, maples are 
met with; but they are in such small numbers that it is unnecessary to 
mention them. The prentiling woods in this township are the fir, cedar, 
birch and spruce. The land is generally rich, len! and tree from stones, 
especially in the Set'OlHl and third ranges; about six feet of snow now 
covers the ground, and prevents me from judging its quality; but my 
opinion is that it is not very fayorable as settlement land. 

(T.-N. Dugal, 1st April, 1873.) 

The lalld is le,'el in all this part of the township of Ashford, except to 
the north east of the river o Ut·lIe, where there are some hills, with a slight 
elevation and a gentle slope. The timber comprises generally cedar, 
spruce, fir, birch, white birch and maple, in t'ertain :,;ections, There was a 
great deal of pine at one timt" but a most of it has lwen cut off and taken 
aW,IY long ;.;ince, so that there is but little remaining now. Nevertheless, 
lumbering is being still carried on on river Ouelle this winter. There is a 
considerable quantity of spruce fit for export in this part of the township. 

(C.-F Fournier, 13th ~lay, 1864.) 

Township of Beaubien. 

In thi,~ township, I subdiYided .all the third and fourth r,\ nges, enclosing 
an area of fi \-e thousand and eighty-two acres. In the rang'cs five and six, 
I subdivided but three lots in each, forming an area ot six hundred acres. 
There is a little loss at the depth of olle of the sections of the third range, 
to the north t'ast, as far as the end of the range, caused by brulis, rocks, and 
the continuation of the L'ssard had land, as far as a depth of five to six 
chains to thR south east of the range line, north w("st of Beaubien. The 
remaind~r of the range, although not of the b.'st, is passably good. To 
the south w("st of the central line, we find mixed wood, birch, maple, 
spruce, cedar and ash; to the north east side, spruce predominates. The 
fourth rauge is somewhat better than the third; the hard wood is more 
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common to the south west, and the spruce is richer to the north east. A 
swampy and black spruce land begias to appeal' on the height of this 
range, towards number fifteen, and extends as far as the township of Arago, 
running towards the south west, and making the rest of the two last 
ranges uncultinble. The lots one, two and three, ill the ranges fiye and 
six, are tolerably good, those of the sixth range being C0,"ereU with birch, 
maple and sprnce; beyong. these lots, going to the north east, the land is 
not worth much, or, properly speaking, is worth nothing. 

(Thomas Breen, 25th February, 1869). 

Township of Fournier. 

The soil of the land surveyed by me is in general sandy and wooded 
with fir, spruce, birch and white birch. It is in general a dry s;md. more or 
less stony, but neyertheless very cultivable for the greater p;ut. The range 
line between the eighth and ninth range& is an exception to the general 
rule for all the north east side of the celltralline and the greater part of the 
south west, cross sandy land, it is true, but rich anu without rocks for the 
most part, wooded with hard woods, mixed 'with spruce. The large sized 
timber met with prO"I'S the fertility ofthe soil. The land tra,'ersed through
out the survey, except on the range line above mentioned, greatly resembles 
the soil along the Elgin road, which, as we know, is not despised by sdtlers. 
There are, nevertheless, a few swamps, mostly all near the lakes which, as 
everywhere else, would be an obstacle to settlement, especially as regards 
roads. The snr1'a('e is in generalleyel, except a few slight undulations; no 
mountains or hills al'l~ met with, and, on all the lines which I ran, roads can 
be easily opened. 

(C.-A. Verreault, 11th October, 1862.) 

Townships of Garneau, Cas grain and Lafontaine. 

The five last rang"s of the township of Garneau, now surveyed, give 
a superficies of twenty-two thousand acres of land, in part well adapted for 
colonization, offering a surface generally level and covered for the most 
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part with mixed hard wood; it is more rocky than the township of Oas
gram. 

Description of the lands surveyed in the township of Casgrain : 

The five last ranges of the township of Oasgrain, which form a 
superficies of 20.:2:20 acres, :ue in general less stony than those of the town
ship of Garneau; they are partly coyered with lIlaple, presenting a soil gene
rally sandy and of good quality; this township is traversed in every direction 
by important and numerous riYers, on which mills of every kind might 
easily be constructed. 

Description of the lands surnyed in the township of Lafontaine: 

There are found, in different parts of this tract, meadows made by 
beavers many years ago, which will be of great advantage to the settlers, 
from the facility the latter will have of procuring hay, which, although of 
a rather inferior quality, will be not less useful in helping them to winter 
their cattle, during the first years of their occupancy, and until they can 
l'ut better hay from their own lots. There are also on some lots maple 
groves, many of which are already occupied by persons who have made 
sugar there for the last two or three years; these maple groves will also 
be of advantage to those holding these lots by enabling them to gain some 
money by sugar-making for market, at a season when it would be impos
sible for them to do anything in advancing their farm work. 

One of the principal reasons, and one which has certainly delayed 
their settlement, has been the unfavorable reports made by hunters, for 
some reason or other, of these lands, saying that they were nothing but 
barren swamps and rocks, wholly unfit for settlement-reports which were 
apparently confirmed by a strip of land, a mile or a mile and a h:llf ill 
width, in rear of the seigniories, 'which is precisely as the hunters have 
represented the remainder to be. 

(Frs. Tdtu, 1863.) 

Township of Lessard. 

In this township I subdivided all that I thought fit for colonization, 
consisting of hventy-four lots, of which twehre in the third range and 
twelve in the fourth range, forming an area of two thousand four hundred 
and twenty acres. 
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Although the land is somewhat stony, it is neyertheless level, if not 
superior to what we come across in the lower ranges of Lessard and 
St. Cyrille. A good yellow loam and a mixed timber of fir, spruce and white 
birch, predominate mostly everywhere, especially in the third rall!2·l'. The 
land is lower and fresher, on the fourth range, where cedar is much more 
common. And even this consideration 0f wood is sufficient to gi\'e a )'('al 
yalue to these lots, for cedar and hard woods become rarer from day to day, 
ill the concessions of our older parishes, and we must ~'O b~t<'k into the 
interior to procure the necessary fire wood. 

A visit to and close exploration of the north east sectioll, from the cen
tralline going as far as the south west range line of the township of 
FOUf!lier, having indicated that it was worth absolutely nothing for 
colonization and that not even the sale of the timber would defray the 
expenses of subdividing, I left this tract of vacant land, without subdiyid-
ing it. 

(Thomas Breen, 25th February, 1869.) 

Townships of Lessard and Beaubien. 

I began my operations, on the exterior north line of the first range of 
the township of L~ssard. In this range as well as in the second, there are 
se,'eral settlers in a prosperou'l condition. The soil is generally good, 
though rocky. The predominant varil'ties of timber are spruce, balsam, 
birch and cedar. I found only five posts properly marked on the whole of 
this line, and it was much encumben·d and almost invisihle in many 
places. 

The exterior north line of the third range never hadug been run, I had 
to do the whole 'work anew. I also thought it well to continue the subdi
yision of this range as far as the township of FOllrni,>r, the soil being of 
better quality than in the other ranges and a little less ro,·ky. The pre
dominant varieties of wood are birch, maple, heech and white' hirch; the 
remainder consists of spruep, balsam nnd cedar. The land is generally 
lower and colder in the fourth range, where the cedar prevails. I ga,re up 
the subdiyision of this range between lots 12 and 13, the rest appearing to 
be burnt oyer and the soil of inferior quality. Ranges A and B are inferior 
to the rest of the township; the soil is more rocky, and the timber of little 
value, part having been cut and part destroyed by fire. 
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The part of the township of Beaubien which I verified is generally well 
suited for cultivation. except the north part of ranges 1, 2 and 3, which is 
,ery rocky, especially in ranges 1 and 3, where I could not place any posts 
for the first four lots. The soil in this township, as well as in the township 
of Lessard, is undulating and in some places tolerably le,"el, well watered 
by a number of streams, among which are the Bras d'apic, Bras de l'est, Bras 
!III N. Est, Fourche des plaines, (~·c. 

The timber has been cut or burnt. There is none left worth mentioning. 

These two townships being easy of access, near the 81. Lawrence, and 
traversed by the Arago road, present great ad vantages for colonization. 
Nevertheless, unless the Government finds a remedy for the emigration. 
feyer which is spreading among our population with alarming rapidity, I 
fear they will long remain in a state of forest. 

(P.-R.-A. Belanger, 25th April, 1883). 

Township of Leverrier. 

On the second and third ranges, the land is more unlevel than 
elsewhere. 

The highest mountain is at the commencement of the sixth range. The 
general surface of this township, although broken, is all good for cultiva
tion; very few lots are bad, 011 account of the lakes and swam:), which are 
scarce and very small. 

A third of the forest is composed of hard woods with a gravelly soil 
and yello\'; loam; the remainder is of mixed wood, cOH>ring the best land. 
A great many brooks and a rather hig river cross this township in all its 
width, gi,ing on each side good lan,h-, vary level, and a graat deal more 
valuable then they are, at a little distance from the Tache road. In the 
greater part of the township, with the exception of pine, which been all 
em off, the timber varies with the qualities of the soil as elsewhere through
out this region. 

It may be remarked that the dimate in these sections is milder than it 
is along the S1. Lawrence, for the reason probably that they are sheltered 
from the cold north easterly winds by the high mountains to the north. 

(Frs. '1 etu, 29th April, 1864.) 
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COUNTY OF MASKINONGE 

Township of Chapleau 

All the land in this township and in the rangGs surrounding' th,~ lakt~ 

aux Ecurces, with the exception of a mountain which passes to the south 
eal5t of the lake and which bears nearly sonth Wl'Hl to where it meets the 
river aux Ecorces, presents the best advantages to colonization and the 
clearing of lots. The land is generally eyen and leyel, or sloping slightly 
towards the lake. The soil is composed of good yellow earth and in some 
places of a greyish loam, not stony; the subsoil appearing to be of clay in 
the lower levels. 

There are no settlements yet ill the toY',nship, nor any sqnatters 
living in it, but a number of lots are taken or pre-em pted, and 01 .. most of 
the lots bordering the lake aux Ecorces on the south wpst, north east and 
north west, choppings h,1\'e bl'l'1l made in ord!!l' to mark the lots chosen by 
p:uties who wish to secure thp,m by purchase as soon as they are open for 
sale. I haye no doubt they "will do so, as a number of such parties eYell 
offered me payment for the lots so chosen by them in order to illdu'~e me 
to continue my survey further on, because, they say, there are not enough 
lots laid out to meet the demand. The timber is generally nne and long', 
birch and spruce being the mosl common; the latter is in sufficient quan
tity for lumbering. Maple is also to be fonnrl. iu the second, third and 
fourth ranges. There is hardly an y pine left, this haying been all taken by 
the lumberers, who haye left, so to speak, nothing but the stumps. The 
lakes are well stocked with fish; I took some excellent trout in the lake 
(lIf.C Ecorces. 

The total 8uperficies of land suryeyed and subdiyided into farm lots is 
7,567 acres. 

(T.-C. de La Chevrntiere, 12th February, 1880.) 



Most of the farm lots, surveyed and subdivided in this township, 
are favorably adapted to settlement,especially in the north east section of the 
township, which comprises the first, second, third and fourth ranges. The 
land is generally lenl and the soil composed of a sandy yellow loam on the 
heights, and in some places, in the low grounds. of greyish loam, which 
seems to be of excellent quality. This section is wooded with fine, tall timber, 
consisting of maple, birch, white birch, spruce and of fir, with ash, birch and 
alders in the bottoms. 

The part of the to\vnship containing the ranges B, C, D, 2nd and 3rd 
ranges south west, which border the ri \'er aux Ecorces, is not so ad van
tageous for tillage, being mountainous and stony; but the proximity of 
this river, which has some beautiful bottoms, offers certain ad vantages. 
The 2nd, 3rd and 4th south west ranges are in great part wooded with 
white birch. This timber is no\v ill great demand by spool manufacturers, 
who haye already established two factories at Saint Alexis, a parish 
adjoining the to wnship of Chapleau. It will not be long before they will 
transfer their machinery hen., because the \V hite birch is nearly all used up 
in their neighborhood. 

There are a great many water powers, notably those of the river aUI 

Ecorces, of the South ,Yest ri\'er, and the discharg~s ofthe numerOll'S l::tkes 
and hrooks. On all these ri vel'S, outlets and brooks, I remarked falls or 
rapids which are used to run mills or factories. 

Pine is not abundant, ha\'in!.\· been already worked in the past; but 
some fit for export can still b0 found in this townbhip, especially in the 
north east :';nd and 3rd ranges. 

(l'.-G. riP La Cllu'mliNI', :31st ~Iay, 1881.) 

Township of Decalonnes. 

The soil ot thl' arable land..; of Deealollnes, and esre"ially those which 
border the riYers du Loup, :':;II·I·;t<:oll1i,~ and aux ECOrl'l'S, and also those 
\"hidl border the south eastel'll environs of lake 8accilcomie, is mostly a 
yellow sandy loam. The timber in general throughout this township is 
enrywhere of fine growth and is composed of all kinds of wood, especiallV 
birch, maple, white spruce, hemlock and pine. 



The land which I traversed in the course of my operations is moun
tainous, rocky, very much broken, and in consequence interspersed with 
many lakes; apart from the sur,'eys already made, and those which I recom
mend to be made, I do not think there remains much land, in Decalonnes, fit 
for cultivation, suited to colonization, and worth sunreying. 

The pine has been partly cut oti' in range A, by the Hunterstown 
Company and, probably, the same may be said of the remainder of the 
township 

In addition to what I have just said relative to the nature of the soil 
and the physi.::al features of the to"rnship, I may mention that I came across 
some magnificent water powers. firstly on the riYer du Loup at a fall of 
that river in the first range, at the point at which it is cut by the central 
line; this falls i'5 known by the name of Brulee fall; there is another at 
the outlet of the Clear 'Vater lake, on lot number two of the second range, 
a little higher than the place where this ontld discharges into the river du 
Loup. 

The resources that this township ('an otfer consist in its timber and in 
the advancement of colonization. 

(T.-G. de LI/ Chevrctil:!re, 4th February, 1870.) 

The surf~.cc of the se,'enth and eighth ranges of Decalonnes, with the 
exception of the :-:edion of the seventh range, situated to the north east side 
of the river aux Ecorces, from lot number six to lot number twenty, is 
composed of large mountains of granite rock; elsewhere the soil is of a 
superior quality; all these lots are tak('n up or preempted. The timher 
whi~'h predominates in the interior of the eighth range is maple and birch; 
near the banks of the river, the bass"yood, the elm and fir. 

The soil of the different sections \y hich I surveyed and explored in 
range A of the township of Decalonnes is a superior quality. The qua!ity 
and the richness of the timher prol-e that the soil is of great fertili ty. 

T.-C. de fa Cltel'l'ulii:re, 28th November, 1870.) 



254 

The third range of the township of Decalonnes is broken and moun
tainous; the soil, in general, is rocky, with the exception of the low lauds, 
w here there is grey loam, which appears to be fertile. This range is wooded 
with a fine growth of mixed hard wood; the most common woods are the 
maple, birch, white birch, spruce and fir. In the low lands the ash, willow 
and birch predominate. On the higher mounbins, there is some oak. Pine 
is not in great quantity now, most of it having been cut off some years ago. 

The proximity of this third range to the river du Loup and the 
opening of a road would be a great help to the sale of the lots; a part 
of these are already taken up or pre-empted, and the other will not be long 
before it is taken. In this third range there are also water powers, which 
can be utilized in the future for mills or 01 her industrial purposes. 

(T. ·C. de fa Chevrotiere. 31st May, 1881) 

Township of Houde. 

The land is rocky and dotted with lakes, but, nevertheless, susceptible 
of tillage in many plaet's, principally on both sides of the river aux 
Ecorces, in the township of Houde, where a double range could be run 
parallel to the north east line of Peterborough. To the east of this double 
range, there is a bare rock, about a mile and a half in superficies, unfitted 
for cultivation. Around the great lake :-;al'cacomie, the land, as well on the 
top of its banks as in the flats formed by its bays, seems very favorable for 
settlement. A visit to the interior satisfied me that the soil there was of 
better quality and a !:il'l'at deal less mountainous than iu the township of 
Caxton, running very nearly along- the summit of the Laurentides, of 
which the slopes should slightly decrease towards the valley of the Matta
wan, which is not H'ry far from the north line of the projected township, 

(Leon-Z. Arcand, March, 1864.) 
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Township of Masson. 

The land just sun-eyed by me in this township is generally flat and 
level; two thirds of it, at least, are in brufis and, in several spots, the fire 
has made such a clean sweep of everything that the settler will have 
little labor to bring it into cultivation. The soil, which is composed of a 
strong yellow loam, though rocky in places, se\)med to be of excellent 
quality for grain growing. The grain which I saw growing on the lots 
occupied by settlers 011 the banks of the river Mattawan, in this township, 
looked splendid, thus attesting the fertility of the soil. 

As this township and a large part of the region adjoining the Mattawan 
have been ravaged by fire, the timber now on it is only a second growth, 
mostly composed on the high grounds of small bouleau and poplar, and in 
the bottoms of small cypress. The original woods, which were commonest, 
were the cedar, white spruce and tamarac on the flats, and boule au, birch 
and pine on the heights as indicated by the debris which encumber the 
ground. Here and there, however, a few green clUlnps of the old timber 
can be seen like islands, which have been spared by the fire. 

(T.-C. de fa Chev}'otlire, 10th Aplil, 1:386.) 

Township of Peterborough. 

The quality of the land is about as follows: starting from Peterborough, 
the land is bad, rocky and mounbinous for about three mill':';, and then, 
though there are moun tains, the land is in general of ex, 'ellen t q uali ty, 
along the whole length of the district line on the no:rth·"west line of Brassard, 
the land is excellent, although mountainous along the whole length of the 
line along the south west line of Brassard and Pre\'ost, the lanlls excellent 
in Brassard, and for ahout three miles to the south east of Cypress and 
Mattawan rivers, followed by intervals of good land and of mountain!", 
rocks, &c. Along the south east line of Prm'ost, the land is bad to nearly 
the Government road, but afterwards, it is passable; but in general it is 
excellent; sand being rarely found and the soil being a kind of yellow loam, 
extremely rich and promising. 

(Carolus Laurier, 6th July, 1864.) 
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I next ran 1he line between the first and second ranges which, of 
course, passes through the settlements of the Riyer Mastigoche; the land may 
bp said to be in general pretty good along the whole of this line. I next 
1'3n the north eastern lateral line of the township, in the course of which 
I found the land to be susceptible of settlement [lnd much superior in 
qnality to what it is in the interior or central part of the township. 

The general <l"ped of the to~' nship is hilly and interspersed with lakes; 
it canl10t be said to abound over much with timber adaDted to lumberinO' 

- 0 

pnrpose:s; the best lands are found along the valley of the Mastigoche, and in 
th e neigh borhood of the seYeral branches or tributaries of that river. 

(J Jladin, February, 1854). 
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COUNTY OF MEGANTIC. 

Township of Coleraine. 

The land which I traversed, with the exception of a belt along the 
western side of the Cold Stream river is generally monntainous, and the 
qnality and size of the tret's. spruce, fir and white birch, indicate poor soil, 
not very fitted for tillage. Moreoyer, as fire has swept onr all this tract, 
the timber is of little value. The asbestos mines of Thetford, being only 
seven or eight miles distant, and the configuration and appearance of the 
land being very much alike, it may be that works of the same nature here 
would be profitable. 

(G.-S. Taschereau, 5th April, 1888.) 

Township of Thetford. 

The lands ill the township of Thetford, from the fourth to the eleventh 
ranges inclusi vely, for about ten lots in breadth, are for the most part uncul
ti ,-able, only fit for forest and mining lands, and the same may be said of 
the north-east section of Coleraine, adjoining Thetford. 

The lots numbered 1!1. 20, ~1, 2::!, ~8 and 2-1, niuth and tenth ranges, 
are good land, and the greater part of them are occupied. The lots 
numbered~.j and 26, in the same l'ang'elS, are ullcultivable, being only fit for 
wood and mining purposes. I subdi,-ided the sixth range, from the 
fifteenth lot to the township of Coleraine, running sullth \V,'st, and also the 
lots numbers twenty seven and twenty ei~'ht, fifth and sixth ranges, in order 
to settle several difficulties relating to places for mill sites and. to mining 
locations. 

(J.-B.- V. Le!.!,endrl', 26th :'Iarch, 1878.) 

17 
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COUNTY OF MONTCALM. 

TOWDship of Archambault. 

I commenced operations at the point indicated in my ins/rnctiolls and 
ran the line dividing the 11th and 12th ranges to its point of intersection 
with the north west boundary line of the township, and found that a great 
portion of this range is fit 10r settlement, although the gre:1 t er part is 
rolling surface, heayily timbered with maple and birch, soil, loam, and well 
"watered; seyeral large streams passing throngh the east aud "enfre, 
hranches of the Devil's ri\-,~r, with two minor :'tre~lm~, :lnd allcontnining 
mill sites of great power. 

I then ran a centre line from lots thirty-one and thirty-two to the 
depth of the 12th range, from vvhich point I operat.,d e~l("h .vay trom the 
centre line, until the other line diyiding the 1 ::!th lHl<l 13th rall~'C's ",a:-; 

completed; this range i", already nearly all taken np ; in the 1 ~th and 1 ::th 
ranges to the centre line, rather j~.\y impron:·ment,.: are to he ,~I'l"ll. I then 
continued the centn' linG through to th,' depth of 1;ah rangt', and operated 
the same way as before, until the \-"hole line ,vas ('ompleted. This line 
runs through a long are:1. of ~'()()(1 arab](' Lllld !:t for settlt'ment. I then 
lirocfeded to rUII ant the first and :-;,'I'(llld nlll!,:"_'S ;It lots t ",enty and twenty-
0111.', l]~,,:-:in~ through some gC'(Il1 lands, but thi' ~Tl';t1t'r part is rough aud 
rocky. It also I'm,,,.,,,, through i;l:tcl;: .:\Io!l;!l:till hk\" which is a lake o!' 
com,idera],],' size alld ab()ulldlll!l' \'."ith twd I p:"("",(.<1",) then to rnn ant the 
:-,~col\ll and third Jall!.!'"S from lots tWE'lll)' ;lIld tWP1:ty-nllt>, rnn\iia~~: south 
west up to th,~ thirt"'"1I1h r:lIl!.!'e f-';l"",illg ;dUli',!' the jt) It ,)i' Dlack :\loulltuin. 
whi,h is of enOl'llJ()i.1C' h.·i~ht with perpen:li,'uiar \\-;tL"~ Ill' rock; the' snmmit 
can he reached only by thn'e or four different 1'on[(',,: til" whole mountain 
takes up an ~!lTa of six or S8,'en :-qnan. miles and is Int:d!y unf-it for settle
went. I then lan the lines of the third and fourth alld the fourth and fifth 
rangei', ('()nlmenl'jl!~ e:Jch at the thirteenth railS", :lllU r:lll into the foot of 
the Bl~I(k ;'Iol1utail:, :.;s heil}g the only P(Irti',ll of either ranges that can be 
cnltiyated. 

(.Y-C'. Jlut/ti(l(, :.'-ilh ~brch, It:i:'il.) 
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Very little of the fifth concession is fit for colonization. The other 
concessions, viz: the sixth, seventh, eighth, ninth and tenth ranO'es are 

o 

for the most part fit for culture, and mostly level. The soil is good, though 
light and sandy in some places. The ri ver Au Moulin flows though a part 
of this township and its tributaries possess firr;t class water POW"I"S which 
will soon be used. 

(N.-C. Mathieu, 27th Neptember, ] :-:81.) 

TownshipB of Archambault and Lussier. 

The fourth and fifth ranges, sixteen lots broad each, are rather undu
lating, except where the river JIichel empties into said lakf" along the 
banks of which it is o\'erHowed as aforesaid for the breadth of about four 
10tR; the high land is rath,~r stony, but good soil and \nll timber"d with 
heavy maple, birch and spnwe ; the sixth and se\-enth !"a1l!.!,·"S, for t he same 
breadth, are almost level and well tim bered as aforesaid; t1wre ar~ ('xtensive 
sugaries on this land: it is also arable and wl,ll calculated for tIl<' purposes 
of settlement and colonization, hein!.!,· \Yell watereJ with ri\-"r~, liying 
streams and a portion by lake Archambault. 

In the portion of Lussier, on \\' hich I ha,-e the honor to report, from the 
rear of Chilton, on both sides of the ri v\~r alld lake Ouareau, to number forty
seven, inclusive, the lalld is good and level, and many of the lots improved 
and well huilt npon, and the residen';l~ of adual settlers in the second and 
third ranger; and in the fourth range north west of the outlet of lake Feu. 

This part of the fourth range is high and rather mountainous alJd also 
north west of lakes Archambault and Feu, l.111dulating·. but well timbered 
with maple, birch and spruce. Block A in the first range is high and 
\,oyered with hard wood, mostly maple. 

The pi8ce of land between the line of separation between said town
ships and lake Archambault is also high and mountainons and coyered with 
maple. All the tract of land situated between lakes Ouar~au and Archam
bault is level and of a good quality, well adapted for settlement, and all 
taken up, and in conclnsion I bpg lean~ to state that the ~Iessrs. Coutu 
have "ollstructed a grist and saw-mill on the outlet of lake Feu, and also a 
chapel on lot nnmber thirty-fi ve, in the fourth range. These together with 
the roads already made are of the greatest utility and encouragement 
towards settlements and colonization. I ha,re been credibly informed that 



as many as lifty families intend settling ill this locality this winter, and 
the competition amongst them for choice lots is extreme. 

The magnifi"ent lakes of pure watt'r are abundantly stocked with 
speckled trout, and amphibious animals ar~ numerous around the lakes and 
inlets and fnrnish valuable furs. 

(F.-P. QUillll, 8th January, 1876.) 

Township of Doncaster. 

Tht' gelH>ral ft'atmes of this side of the township are as follows: chiefly, 
hard wood on the hills and soft wood on the low iands ; it is well watered by 
numerons lakes and i'>mnll st !'I 'am:.; ('rossing the lands at convenient distances. 

(RobNI Oi/lllan, ~~th January, 1868.) 

The land, in .!.!','lli·ral. is !.;()od. being of the same quality as that of 
Beresford. Then' is a "onsidt'rable number of lakes and strt'ams. Tht'lands 
have excellent natural drailla~l" The lakt's are generally deep, clear and 
limpid, and their :I:-ped i::; alto~'dher agreeable, >;0 that once this region has 
l)"t~n clearl'd, it will present a charming si!.!:ht. A good wide road is opened 
tu the sth rang" This road :--kirts <l portion of lake Brule. The land ill 
this :-:th r<lng't' is <llmo"t nhsolntely l",-el from one end to the other, and the 
";lIil seems good enough. 

(F.-J.- r. Rf'!!,//i/llt/. 1:3th July, 1860.) 

Township of Lussier. 

Tlwre is no i m proYt~lllell t in the part in..} nd:~d in the present survey, 
hut the whole i" arable, and \\,,·11 allapt,'d for settlement and purposes of 
colonization, along' the Jir:,;t mentioned outline; the third range is le"el to 
ri ver Ouareau, tim berecl ",ith soft wood; the fourth range, north east side 
of said ri ,'er, is ascendill~' and moun tainous, the fifth undulating', all mostly 
timbered with hard wood, the sixth descending through a beautiful maple 
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groye, se\'euth undulating and mixed timber. The line bet ween the fifth 
and sixth ranges runs descending' through a gron' of good milple for about 
eight lots, both sides; the remainder IHel and mixed timh·]'. A tier oflakes 
runs across about the centre of the ~ixth range the north ,'a~t. banks of 
which are mountainous, the remainder or the ~ixt h and .~"\""Il t 11 mixed with 
some undulating land, the remaindcr level and mostly timlwl'ecl 'with 
maple, which is sound and well calculate:l for sH!..\'ar makin!.?;, :111,1 there is 
easy ~l<'cess and a le"el trad for roads to ,'ommnni"ate t.lwI'2\Yith. 

(F.-P. QUillll, ht .:\Iay, 1.-:77.) 

I have the honor to report that I haye closed thl' Sl,n",'y of the section 
of the to~'nship of Lussier. mentioned in my instrndion~, and that I found 
a large part of this township level and the soil good and suitable for agri
cnlturc, and a considerable number 01' squatters sett],',l upon the south 
west part of the section slll'vey-ed by F.-P. Quinll, P.L ,.;. 

The portion of this township situated to the south l~ast of }Ir. Qninn'~ 
survey is nearly all level and the soil g'ood. The ri,"er Ouareau I')'n,,,es part 
of the township, furnishing plenty of water for mills or other pnrposes. 
The timber merchants and lumberers haye built a dam at the ontlet oflake 
Ouareau \\' hich can be utilized for mills wi thou t obstructing th,' passage 
of logs or square tim bel'. There are also other wat,,1' cO\ll'.~".',; and mill sites 
in other parts of the township. In the eighth. ninth anrl tt'nth ran!:!,','s there 
are large plateaux of land, which, though rough in som,' plao·,'~' art' well 
watered and timbered, 

There is a number "I' lak~s in different parh of :-;ai,l township, several 
of which required scaling and occupying considerahle delay. which caused 
IDe to take somewhat longer t.ime \vith my suney than I 'would otherwise 
have had to take. In concluding this my report, I will add that if a road 
was opened in this township passing through Chilton Oll tIl<' south east 
side of lake Ouareau, the said township of Lusf'ier in a fe\\' y"ars vyould 
be mon' thickly populated than any other part of the I'ollllty oj' }Iolltcalm. 

(lV.-C. JIlllltiw, ~I)th ),Iay, 1:-;i'11).) 
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COUNTY OF MONTMAGl\Y 

Township of Ashburton. 

It is \w 11 that you ordered this rctraciug-. This part of the town"hip 
is well fit for cultivation, and must become a fine parish within a few years. 

The soil is generally a strong yellow earth of good quality. There are 
numbers of boulders and a good dE-al of limestone on or near the surface in 
certain places, but the quantity is not enough to hinder cultivation. There 
is but one small mountain-Maple mountain. Some considerable elevations 
of land gin· the country an undulating appearance. 

(John Lanp,lois, 7th August, 1884.) 

The sUI'yeyed and subdiyided land just mentioned is fit for cultintion, 
'with the exception of lots twenty-one and twenty-two of the eighth and 
ninth rallge!'. The soil is generally a yellow loam and grey sand. The 
predominating woods are the spruce, fir, birch and maple; this last prevails 
on the lots number one to seyen of the seventh range, and the lots number 
sixteen, SI"H'i\teen and I"i!.!'hteen of range nine, also on the lots thirty
sewn, thirty-eight and thirty-nine of the south west Iilw of the township. 

(EI:(;I/( Labrr!!,l', ~5th June, 1888.) 

Township of Bourdages. 

In the t"yO ranges ",hidl I di \·ided, the soil is most! y of a greyish color. 
The hard woods occupy the high lands. The soil is gl>nera11y sandy and 
well adapted to f'ultiYation and settlement. The timber is of O"ood size. 
There is still a great deal of merchantable spruc1" although there °has been 
some cut 1))" William Price, Esq. 

(Frs. 1'I"{II, 4th February, 1867.) 
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The soil seems to be the same every\oyhere; the township is composed 
of yellow and grey loam, mixed in some parts with gravel, and generally a 
little ~tony; the land is somewhat easy to dear and yields good crops. 

On a part of the 6th, 7th and 2th ranges, the soil is generally advan
tageous for settlement. There ~lrc a great many lots taken in the 10th range 
for sugarifls. The lots No. ~s and 2~1, of the 10th range, each show about 
30 acres nnder cultinltion and produce for their owner, :IIr. Elz('~l.r Methot, 
about ten thousand bund12s of hay. This towllship is generally wooded 
\yith mixeu timlwl'. Tllerchantable lumher, cqw'~ially "pl'tlce, is abundant. 
Pine is very SClm·c. 

The Saint Nicholas brallch Cl'Of'8l'S this to'wl1ship diagonally. Two of its 
tributaries, one calkd the S[I!/(Ie a Cloutier, and the other .Jhi·/tlllll Fauce, dis
charge 011 opposite sides into this blanch; ~~nd all of them can be used to 
drive timber. 

The Saint ~i('holas hranch offers \-"at!'}' po\overs in this township, which 
can be utilized in the future, 

(E. CI/s'..;railt. 81st ~L\l'I'h, 1882.) 

Township.:; of Rolette and Panet. 

The first and sec'ond ran~.·.3 of the t,)\',-nships of E'11"tte a}'t' more moun
tainous thUll any of the other rall~·I~". Th(~ c;uilis ~·uoJ., although a little hard 
to till, especi<.lly in the south w('st suc,tion of the two ranges. 'rhe land 
ahoye these h\'o ranges slopes ~Tadually, and with the exception of a few 
steep inclines is all cnltiyable; two mouutains o'Tnpy the extent of sevp.ral 
lots, and render them rather unfit for cultiyatioll. These lots will not for 
that reason remain unproductin" as they are covered with rich maple 
groves. All the area of this suneyed land is Lut up by rivers and brooks, 
alid in them has an abundant o,upp}y of water and drainaQ·e. 

Th,' third range il-i compospd of .!l·0(,,1 yello\,,- and grey loam resting 
on a clay subwil ; the north ea~t sectiou is all cOYE'red with mapll~ groves, 
which Wt'H' jormi:·rly wOlk,·d by Englishmen, when the provilh'ial boun
dary was being run. "\Ve find fewer maples in the south \yel-it section, but 
more good grey loam and the surface is level. The fourth range is in all 
respects similar to the preceding, only there are more maples, which cover 
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a soil well adapted to grain growing. The north east section of the fifth 
range is in part composed of yellow loam some\\' hat rocky, and is conse
quently of less nlue than the preceding; the south w~st part is very much 
the same, only soft wood preyails. The 110rt h east section of the sixth range, 
although cut up by swamps and cedar groves, is not less fit for cultivation; 
the8e swamps are all covered. with a slight layer ofyegetable mould, under
laid by a rieh clay subsoil, and they can be all easily drained. 

It is the same with a11 the swamps which are ill these two towlI:-bips. 
Besides a few rocky lots, the remainder is excellent, although not presenting 
such great facilities to poor settlers, who in preference cut down the hard 
woods. The ri,ers and brooks, which run through this part of this town
ship, are not very rapid, Rowing on a pebbly bottom (quartz) and present
ing no falls fit for milling purposes. The seventh range is composed of 
good yellow and grey loam, partly covered with hard and soft wood. 

The first, second and third ranges of the township of Pallet are partly 
composed of good yellow and grey loam oyerlaying· clay, and free from 
stones on the surface, and consequently eminently fit for culti\'ation. 
To the south of these three ranges, -.,.re scarcely find any maple or hirch; 
the land, being lower, is coyered with cedar and spruce and is gen~rally 
s·,rampy. 

The fourth, fifth and sixth ranges of this township comprise the richest 
laud in all this snryey, which land extends to the south as far as the 
boundary line: hlack and grey loam, yery little yellow loam, clay subsoil, 
low land cyerywhere. The swamps \yhich cover this part of the township 
could all easily be drained, and fire would bring to the surface j he finest 
soil which could be desired for tillage. 

Finally, these tvvo townships are excellent for cnltiyation, and \"ill 
before long be ill great part settled up. In the spring, settlers will Rock 
into the third rang .. of the township of Rolette, in the north east section. 

(Frs. Tetll, :21 st April, 1813:2.) 

What first strikes the observer in theRe townships is tb!' good 
quality of the land, which is eyerTwhere so preyalent: ynst plains extend 
beyond the limits of sight, interrupted only by rocks here and there, serving 
a8 a relief to their immense extent. 
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The river Daaquam, which tr,lverses the tovnlship of Panet through
out its whole breadth, waters the two most fertile of its ranges. On 
approaching the frontier, the land becomes of middling quality, owin~' to 
the presence of swamps, which, though of no great t'Xtent, are pretty numer
ous; still, when colonization shall have re~whed thus far in the county, 
means will easily be found to drain them, and mak,> them as produetiye ~~s 
the best parts of the township, for, as the ~iUbsoil ot th,>s\' swamps is com

posed of clay, covered with a thick coating of yegdable matt,>!'. it will not 
fail to become t'xtremely fertile as soon as the work of "roppillg' has begun. 
The labor will be very much facilitated by the streams w hidl How in all 
directions and empty themselves, some into the Daaquam and others to the 
south of the frontier line. 

In general, the soil of these two townships is mixed with sand and 
gravel. though much clayey land is to be found. fit for culti Yatioll, 
Yellow mould also exists, also grey and black loam, but in smaller (luan
tities, although of good quality, and all well adapted for cuI tintiOll. 

The timber is generally as fine as may be expected to he found on 
land of such fertility and 'which requires but a little labor to make it 
cultivable. The prevailing kinds are maple, balsam, pine, cedar and birch, 
all of excellent quality. 

I am firmly convinced that as soon as the snbdi,rision of this town
ship is terminated, settlers will be found to p;o into it in grl'at numlwr". 
There is already a good shanty road leading to it: it is commonly known 
by the name of the Englishmen's road; it is quite good enough for tlU' 
cartage of provisions during the summer. It traverses a part of Rolette and 
cuts the province line a little to the east of the north east lill\' of the tOWll

ship of Panet. 

They made use of it dnri,.g the shanty season; bnt since the lumber 
business ceased in these parts, the road has been hut little travelled, and 
latterly has been altogether given up. A "ery small ontlay would put it 
in good condition. It is only necessary to remove the tre('.'; whidl have 
fallen across it, and to straighten it a litt1e, thong-h, in g"'lleral, it is straIght 
enough. Very littlL' money would make it one of the finest colonization 
roads and one of the most irayelled. This part of the country is m nch 
like the land of the towuships to the west and fully as good. 

(F. Telil. 18GB.) 
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Township of Talon. 

The total area of the :"ix l';mg-"" of the township of Talon is 32,321 acres. 
From this totaL if th., a1't',l uf the lak',~. riYel's and swamps, and fi,e per 
cent 1'''1' roads lw cl,·,lu"!ed. there remains an ar,.'a of :?!1,114 acres. All the 
'-nn\·y.·d section of the township of Talon is not made up of the b~st land 
t(ll' cl~lti\'ation: but ahont fifty p,~r ,·.'nt of it may be safely set down as of 
~uperior quality and quite fit for cultivation, covered with hard wood, 
n,(1:11' and alders. till' remainder being very rocky, covered with hard woods, 
"'pm",! ;,lid a r,·\\' pill.,s, and ill many places swampy. Apart from a few 
s"atterl>dmonnbill" whi"h adjoin the centralliue and a llumb~'r of hills 
which are nlPt here and there. the> land in Q\'lwral is mther leyel, or slightly 
und nla t i Il'-!', 0\',·1' l'onsid,'rabl.~ areas. and presents ad ,'an tageons lots, which 
wonld 1)1-' ":1"1' to cnlti\,;,t,'. 

Bt'j;m' ,'oil..Judin~· tlli" rL'port, I may l'I~ma]'k that, in the unsl1n'eved 
·".",ti"lI of th ... t,'\\'l)I:;hip 01' Talon, there is all extell~iye tract of about two 
or tln,"· mill-" ill ",io.th, :--tr,·:,'hing' ;lIl'O;;S mostly till' whole length of the 
towll"hip, and ,'oll"i"tlll'-!' of a ,.;oil ",11i,'11 is almost le,'el and of excellent 
qnality. CO\'('1',·.1 \yitll lilH' hard woods, principally maple ana birch; the 
rear lille ('1' the :-ixth ;'ail~'e ruus alul!C:' the northern limit of this belt of 
hard \yood. 

I also-;('llt to :-:ir ,Yilliam L,,!:!'an, ~'t·ologist, a box containing a few 
:-:pcl'imen;; of Jo,'al rod;:", \\' hich I hroke off from tlw rocks which most 
attl'a"j,·(lmY' attention ;(1,,1 nolahly ;t few pil'ces of iron ore ,,,hich I took, 
from a lal'!2'" ma-;,; oj' the ~,tIlU~ Oll a mountain sitn:-Ltt'a at the beginning 
of the ,;xth rall~'.'. Oil th,: numb,)',; ele\"'l1, tV'Teln~ and thirteen. 

(Frederic B.'Hanger, ;30th April, 181;2,) 

All tilt' St>ctioll of the township of 'Ltlon, \\'hich ,'xt"!llh from the sixth 
rall~" towards the "untli as far as tlw boundary line, is undoubtedly the best 
in this locality, both a,; r,':.;'anls the streams which flow in eyery dil'l'dion 
and the rjnality oi' th., :soil., which is eypl'ywhere superior. Hard wood 
predominates and is everywhere offine growth; half of the subsoil is of clay 
and Yt'~'l'table mould. Yellow ~ravelly loam and black loam form the other 
half. There are no stones or large s,yamps; those \Y hich exist can be drained 



at small cost. There is but one mountain near Frontier lake; it is composed, 
however of good land and coyered with magnifiGent maple gro,'es. The 
same timuer also exists at its base mixed with cedar and ash. 

This great lake which empties into the river Quam, by a large outlet, is 
filled with fish called" touladi." trout, white fbh anu otlwl'';, and will be 
of great help to the settlers who may loeate on its banks. At the beginning 
of the seventh range, on the outlet, whiehjhas a width 01' two chains, there 
is a magnificent water fall of about tweh'e feet which could be used to run 
several mills; its low banks are formed of grey earth, very rich, wdl wooded, 
and could be profitably settled. 

(Frs. Te'/u, :29th April, l:)li-l.) 
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CO UN T Y 0 F 0 T TAW A. 

Township of Addington. 

"\Vith l'C"lJcd to the nnture and quality of the soil in Addington for 
agricultural purposes. I beg leave to state that the prevailing timber is hard 
wood and the soil in general a sandy loam, which is easily cultivated, aud 
that not less than three fourths of the area of the township are arable laud 
and fit for settlement. Comparatiyely speaking, the land is superior iu 
quality to that found in the adjacent townships of Ripon and Hartwell 
which are now nearly all oe"upied by settlers. 

I helicYe the recent rcduction in the price ofland by the Crown Lands 
Department will give a ren(',ved impetus to settlement in this locality. 

Pine tim)wr is far from being plentiful, but, as is usual in all places 
where found growing among' hardwood, what little there is is ofexcellelll 
quality. 

Lumbering' operations are, however, carried on to a considerable extent 
on the North Nation and its tributaries hy Messrs. J. A. Cameron & Co., and 
J. K. ,Vard, Esqr., of Three Hin'l's. has commenced the past winter to make 
~a\y log's on the ){a;.;kinonge ri\·,>r. This will create a demand for labor 
and afford a conH'lllent market for the surplns produce of the settlers. 

(.Tllmes 111rArthur, 7th J nne, 1870.) 

Townships of Addington and Labelle. 

The] c is a guod portion oJ'land broken by numerous lakes and the 
moulltain tracts whi.·h Ji,' ehiP11y in the fifth and part of the sixth ranges 
of Addington, and in ran!.!·,'s A. B. and C., adjoining the Maskinonge lake ill 
Lahelle, which together arc estimated hy me at about fifty per cent. The 
remaining portion through which my operations extended is well adapted 
for agricultural purposes. The land appears to be ofthe same nature through
out, viz: yellow and grey loam, and in some places inclined to be sandy 
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and stony; but the excellent timber 'which it produces yiz: large yellow 
birch, hemlock, SI 'I'uce and basswood aJ'P sure indications of its fertility, 
which I believe will favorably compare \vith the other rear townships 
of the Ottawa valley. The best quality of the pine timber has heen cut 
and taken away, but there yet remains an ample :supply for hnilding 
purposes. 

(G.-E. ;If,.Jll/rtill, :3rd July, 18:":0.) 

Township of Amherst. 

The soil appears to be of the same nature throughout the entire township, 
it being a yellow and grey loam, and in parts slightly mixed with sand 
and gravel, very easily cleared and producing !!:ood returns. Se,'eral of the 
settlers who had commenced operations the pre"ious spring appeared highly 
satisfied with their crops. Lot number twenty-two ill range B, having about 
two acres clcared, changed hands for the sum of onc hun bred and fifty dollars, 
and several others at smaller prices. The country is C'xceediugly well 
timbered, good hard and soft wuod ill abundam·e. n~ry imitable for building, 
fencing, &c., &c. 'l'here is no doubt that in conrse of time this sl'dion will 
furnish an abtpldallt supply of cordwood for onr market". 

The mountainous portions appear ferrnginous, which a""ounts for the 
gll'at amount of local attraction I experienced. Tht'ru are sen~ral good mill 
site~ 011 the river MaskinolJ~(', fU1'llishing ahundance of wah'r POWI'l'. 

The streams and lakes abound with fish and the country with !.!,·;lm,·. r beg' 
to call your attention to the large amount of .~.!'ame destroyed out of iSl':tson. 

(G.-E, Mc"l1l1r1ill. ~7th June. 1:-17!)) 

Township of Aumond. 

The laud in the sixth and seYenth ranges i>; without exceptio:llit for 
settlement, being level aud composed of sandy loam, coy.:red with hard 
wood, beech, maple, birch and pine. 0nly part of the eighth rangtl is tit 
for settlement, say, the six tenths, the remaining foul' tenths b0iug bold, 
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rocky hills eovered with thin, shallow soil, and hard wood growing thereon 
of smaller size than on the sixth and seventh rangas Trout or Quinn's lake 
and the Castor lake abound in excellent fish. 

(B. lIfagralh, 21st April, 1874.) 

Township of Baskatong. 

The land embraced in this sUlTey is genera.lly le\-el; some fiats cover 
as much as four hundred R,Te,.. The soil is a light loam, occasionally sandy, 
and stony on the ridges. The \"estern part ot' this township is hilly, but 
contain(the best land, as tar as can he .illd~ed from the growth of the 
timber. Balsam and ,,,:hite birch are to be met all over the township: 
there are some spruce and tamara." but too small for lumbering purposes; 
cedar gTows to a great size on some of the Jlats ; a few groves of'small pine 
remain along the ri ,·er. 

About three hundred acres of land are '~lliti ,-ated on th~ ri \-,'1' lots of 
range seyenth by Gilmour -'" Uo. H,uuiltOll Bros., Dayi·l Gaglliel', Jos. 
Dayid, and ii,-e or six others. Thes,· lands gi,-e excellent crops of hay. oats 
and especially roots; some good wheat has been raised, but is not much cul
tivated owing to the n'~J.l'est gTist mill being twenty-ih-e miles dist3.llt. 

(.r-E. W(}uds, 18th March, 1:-)87.) 

Township of Blake. 

As will bl' seen hy my' Held book and notes and plan, there is a 
considerable number or iuhabitallts on th" last Ll!l~'e in Blak". and there is 
ahundance or good land in that locality fur agricaltural purposes. I h::n-e no 
doubt that tll!' land ill the b"t t\Yo ra!l~"'S wlll S')oll be taken up. 

;'11'. ~IcBe~lll's mills are within OlW hom's S IiI oftlt.· ':t'lltr,~ lill~ of Dlakc. 
and there ar,' yarions W<l!.!'8·()1l roafls from Blakc~ out to the (j'atinean riYer, 
which '"el'tainly j:-; of beneJit to th,~ l'OlolliJ'-atioll of the country. I han 
tl':lYell,,(l on'I" a 2Teat deal or the \yild lands in Blake. and found some good 
tracts of land where settlers ma,' make O'ood farms and comfortable 

" "" homes ior themsel ws and childrl'll in their old age. 
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In reference to the waters in Blake, they are, as in the other lakes in 
that country, well stocked with plenty of good fish, more t''''llecially, the 
beautiful Thirty.One Mile lake, ,yhich coutlins the finest 1'r.'sh \Yatt'r trout 
I han' e,'e1' seen. 

On the range lines that I h:we SUlT,·y,·(l, I haye also met hills ,'011-

taining abundance of phosphate of lime. and the Jay il1ay Hot b .• far 
distant, when the gc()iogist may find nduable "lIlpioym('nt in practising' 
his profession 011 the mountains ill Blake. 

(liflll,'.' nO)/.'lj, 10th 0 .. ·.·1· llb '1', l-;n.) 

I then proct'eded to pro:lul'l' the <'Clltr.' lin" dne w.·.;t, aud r~lllC,!···'; 011'. 

t\\"o, three aud four in their order, 1inding \"('ry few tra,·,'..; of thl! pcill1itin' 
SlUyey of the range lines, and non,~ at all l)f til<' ,·,'nlre iill'~. A" r"g':lI'll:

that portion of the township sUlTeyed b~' HW lor :I!'!":'j('nltural Plll'P"S"S, I 
consider the proportion of land. eomparatin·ly small, lIOt from tllLl Ja.·k of 
good soil, but more from the hilly and brokt>ll ..Jl:t.r;Ii't,'l' cf tlw to\\,u"hip ; 
along the front of the township there an.' S,'tIll' !,,"III,ll n,wt." of laud awl go!'o,l 
soil. There is quite an extent 01' this !.!,·o\xll,!\'"l land situatl·.l to the we"t 
of lake Dayie, in the third range, "xtenJing; hom the foot ot the mOllntaiu, 
at the head of the lake, I mi~'ht ",ay, as far :l'i the township "I' Hill\;ks, and 
in breadth from a quarter to halt a mil,', 1'111'1'1' :1)"" fl'oltl tlll"'" it) li)lll" 

hundred acres on the south w,·.~t of Little \\'llii ·li';]1 hk.·, whi'~l :;1'J:l1 til 
be leyel and good lanel. Thl're is al';(1 quitl' a larg") (ral·t or \'('l'~' C,!"I",1 Lmd 
extending from lots .<event"I'11 In tW'~;lty't\\'ll, ill th,' SI'I'1I1Hll':tll~", hort1<'I'
iug on a lar3'8 bay in Great Whitdish lake and (~xtl'llilill~ back from the 
lake ahout three qn.ll'tns ot" a lnile or ml))",' ill S(Jtl1" p!:tCI'S; it is Ill'antifully 
timbered. with large hard wood and g'o>ll cellar. 

This land is very }"n'el and ridl for a],:)llt a half ()!" t ;1,' ~e q ll,l:·t,'l'S "t' ~I 

mile back. III the Sl~con(l range fronting- 011 L:l:; d,~..; ;-:l1>I,,:; to tll') uurtllt'rIl 
township line, there are only o-.:cn"1011al good luI" 

Although as I ha\'e hej'uc .. statecl that thl~ I()\\'ll.;hip is ~() rongh, the 
soil is good, as the large size of the timher sho\\'.~, anll, if l'!t'an'cl antI s" .. ded 
down to pasture hnds, it would grow ridl gra'i"' for <"tttle anI :;luep, and 
there are small valleys thronghout, v,'hit·.h could be cultivated. 



I saw vcry little good merchantable pine, as it has been all culled over 
jll past years .. There were quite a number of small jobbers getting out saw 
lo~'s last winter, but what I saw of these logs seemed to be small and of 
inferior quality; the rest of tlH' timber in the first three ranges is chiefly 
very large hard wood, maple and black birch predominant, with occasional 
ash swulel'. and a large q uant ity of cedar intermixed throughout. On the 
rear of the third rang\' and well into the fourth, there is a great deal of 
burnt timber and rocky land th~lt may be called a brule. The rocks are very 
,;tcep and broken, and generally gneissoid with veins ofquartz and pyroxent' 
and highly indicati,-e of rich mineral ·wealth. I \-yould strongly recommend 
an expert to make a g'ood geological inspection of this section of the country. 

(John Joltm:ton, :?8th October, 1886.) 

Township of Bouchette. 

The base line bet \\,,'pn the townships of Bouchette and Church runs 
for some thirtY'''ix lol" from the beginning or top ofa hardwood, rolling hill, 
hut, f0r the remaillin:.!,· thirty lots, the country is much superior and the 
land of a more fertile HatLUe. There is, within a short distance of this line 
towards the east, a largt' tract offertile land extending northwards and 
''I'O:-;"ill:.: 011"1' with the to\Yn~hip of Church, about lot forty, and now 
\v here t he base li lie i::-; posted : I bust that this large tract of fertile land 
will soon ],.. takell HI) and sdtled npon. The remainder of the township 
which I haH' '''I1\"\·,'y,'d is or an ordinary nature for farming purposes, and 
the land 011 the r;Ulgt' line, bet\\'t'1'1I the third and fourth ranges, of a supe
rior quality, more ""pecially that towards the s;mth of the centre line, 
which i" not iuferior to any of the land in the county, for agricultural pur
suits. There are many leading roads through this township, more espel'ially 
(llle from the Eg-an farm to the Desert Village, being roads that are tra
yelled all days of the year. 

(.Tames RIII/Pi/. 15th October, 18i5.) 
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I have completed all the work for which I had instrudions, viz: the 
retracing, verification and reposting of the centre line, the northern and 
southern outlines through the fifth, si xth, seyenth, eight, ninth and tenth 
rang'cs across the breadth of the township and the neceJsary scalings of the 
lakes which are large and numerous. 

The portion of this township covered by my 8l1r\'ey 1 "ull:;iJt'r abo\Te 
the average, having a great many natural ad\'antages, and about one half 
the land a good quality of farming land; there are se,eral good roads, good 
markets for all kinds of produce, the lakes teeming with fish, immense 
quantities of which are caught enry winter by the settlers, a large amount 
of merchantable cedar, which is being manufactured principally into rail
way ties and exported to the United States, and I belieye there are inexhaus
tible quantities of valuable minerals, although I was unable to judge for 
myself owing to the depth of sno\v. 

The exploratory lint> of the Gatin~au Valley Railway pa:;s,~;; somewhere 
ill the vicinity of the line between the third and fourth ranges of this 
township. 

The general features are rolling and hilly, with intelTening valleys or 
fiats. There is a mountainous tract crossing the centre line in ranges seven 
and eight and continuing in the direction of lake des Isles; there is a yel'V , . 
fine tract of land adjoining the line behYeen range~ nine and ten, on which 
a number of new settlers intended commencing' improvement;; this sum
mer. The soil is generally a good qUllity of sandy loam, with a rich deposit 
of vegetable mould in many places. 

(E -J. Rainbollt, :318t May, 1:-:83.) 

Township of Bouthillier. 

The land ill the township of Bonthillier, fronting on the rin'r du Lien-e, 
is well suited for agricultural purposes; lOore than olle third of t;aid lot:-; 
are already o.:cupied IJY the lumbering establishment;; of l'.b,srs. J arne., 
McLaren & Co. and Thompson & Co., who ha\Te lar;,!,\~ farm, in an excel
lent state of cultivation thereon; said establishments afford a con yenient 
and profitable market for the sale of the surplus produc(l of the settlers who 
reside in the yicinity of the lumbering operations. 

18 
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The hanks of the river are for the most part leyel and the soil is fertile, 
being composed of clay and sandy loam which are easily cultivated; the 
timber is chiefly hard ,,,ood, consisting of ash, elm, birch, beech, maple. 
Pine timber does not appear to be ill abundance. neither is it of good quality, 
although saw log challtiers belonging to Messrs. Thompson & Co. are in 
active operation within the township thi" winter. There are numerous 
bea,er meadows which produce a large quantity of wild hay. There are 
also numerous creeks and lakes which abound in eXt'ellent fish that art> 
takell in large numbers hy the Indians and settlers. 

(James 11I,'Ari It II/", February, UW6.) 

Township of Cameron. 

The general charader of the country in the :-;onth ILl.lf of Cameron, 
hetween the second range and Dig lake is rough. 

I may particularize the l'~I:'-t part of the fifth and sixth ranges as 1"'1'\' 

rough. 

The laud from the centre line to lot number twenty-one in thl' sixth 
rangei~Yt'ry poor also; thetimbt'rischielly ul'''''''ond growth; fromt\\'enty
line to lot :-;,'\'enteen the land is len-I and the soil a light s~ll1dr loam. 

The timber i" mixed from lot :-;,'1"'lIt,"'11 to lot number thirtel'u, composed 
of small '-lHHtl' and tamaral': a thi..]\: .!!J'u\\·th ,,1' timber {i'om lot thirteen to 
lot ~\'1','n ; Iwre the ground i" ,""ry ]'oll!.dl ; the timber in this place is I:H!.!·p 
and "(Jmr('''l,(l of black bin'h ant11wmln..j.;:. From lot number :-;en'n to the 
houndary line, the land is ,'x",'"dill~'ly ],('ll!:dJ. 

The centre lillt' [rom the fourth rallg,' lille i" "0\',,1',':\ with rilllg'h timber, 
f'llJall red pine, poplar and white birch of ""1'011,1 gllJw;ll. Bet\\'el'll Round 
lake ~llld Di8' lake, there is ~(l1l11> good l'l'U pille: the south outliue from 
lake nnmber two is YeT\" rongh, particularh cO. lll'ar Birr lab'. The timlwr .' '-' ~ ,::) 

is composed oj some hard wood with hemlock illld pin,~; soil Ycry poor. 

(.-::'/lIIl.eI-B. rll(,({s. 11th July, l::liO.) 
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There is a very fine tract of land along the river front, and it extends 
back to Rat lake, thence south to lot number fourteen and thence back to the 
Grand lake. There is also a good tract along the upper township line as well 
as small flats in other localities through the township. I estimate about 
one third of this township as arable, the remainder being rocky. with indi
cations of apatite, plumbago and iron, but no merchantable tim her of any 
value, it having either been manufactured or destroyed by fire. There is a 
beautiful stretch of lakes on Post creek extending from the Gatilwau river 
to the Grand lake, and they are teeming with fish of the finl'~t variety, 
such as trout, white fish, bass, pike, &c., and a large business is transacted 
in the winter season in fish, not only by the settlers themsehoes, but by a 
great number from other localities. a number coming from about Ottawa 
city. for the winter fishing. There are three good mill sites situated on 
Post creek, one of which is situated at the discharge of Round lake, where 
formerly there had been a mill, but it was d.estroyed by iire and was neVAr 
rebuilt There is a small saw mill situated in the ("'Htre of the fourth range 
either on lot fifteen or sixteen. 

(E.-J. Rainboth, ~Ith .Tune, 1881.) 

Township of Campbell. 

Ha,oing complete.! the surn'ly in the toV'(Uship of Roberb;on, I Tan the 
centre line of Oampbell through the first and secon,l rang's; also these 
ranges as shown on the accomp,mying plan and the upper and the lower 
outlines from these range lines west to the ri\Ocr dn Lien-e. 

'rhe character of the conntry, soil and timh~r is very similar to that 
of,Robertson, the part along the uppcr township line being exceptionally 
fine; the soil varies from a rich clay to a mellow sandy loam with a 
generally mixed bush. 

The only hills met with are on the centre line near the n\'(:r, and 
another near the lake at the rear of the second mage line. 

TIlt' country along the frout of ranQ,'d two, south of the long narrow 
lake intersected by it, is low and somewhat swampy, and along- the other 
lines g811erally undulating-. This township is a very fiue one, and is rapidly 
filling up with settlers whose names I enter in an appendix to the field 
llote:-;, al though there is a number of nameS not included of those who had 
only marked their locations and left to obtain supplies and help. 

(E.·J. Rainbotlt, 26th January, 1886.) 
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Township of Clyde, 

This line starts from a gin·n point at Morles creek, I ran due south 
until I intersected the southern houndary line of Clyde and northem out
line of Amherst. This line nuies considerably in its features; as you pass 
oyer it from one ontlinl' to the other, it is now level with a good soil, now 
undulating or rollillQ' :-;nrLt, "', and sometimes fearfully rough and rocky and 
ahsolnt.'ly \\'orthll':-;" nnles~ for firp wood; \\'hene\-er a mountain is met with, 
it is of g)'(:'ai l1l.'i~hl and rocky but chielly co,ered with pine. In one instance, 
I have noticed red pint', hut gel1erally of stunted growth; th~ soil not being 
adapted for that kind of wood, The principal kinds of wood are white pine, 
spruce, hirch, maple and basswood, although in some places elm and ash 
are found ilnd are of enormous gTowth, from the south boundary line up to 
?Iorle" l'l'eek. Th"rL' an' a j'"w n~ry g'oo:l lots, but not suffh~ient to make 3. 

f'ettlemI'J1t, it being an ntter ill1pn,,:-;ibility to build a road along the centre 
line, without \yhidl the SUll1mer in!.!T"~s or egress would be impossible; but 
I havl' II<) donbt that 1 h.'f"~ lots will I)~ taken by those haying lots in the 
ad.ioin:ll~ ('on("'t;"lollnorth of :\Iork" ned;:; a'5 Ltr as the foot of Sugar Loaf 
mountaill, the land is len~l alld th., soil of lit':-;t fjua,lity, beillQ' a rich yellow 
loam, '1'11<' l.mn O\\'llc'd by ilI'·""r:-;. Hamilto:l Brothers ha'5 b3ell cultivated for 
lort y y'-;}]'." and prod u, 'p:-; as h.'a \-y ,-rops no \V a.s \\" :1·>1l .i lbt opened; a portion 
of the lin(' north of ~I"rlt's pas:-;p:-; through th~ ,-alley of the fourth range, 
\·Oll"'l.'qllPlltly lea\'ill~' \"-I'y- few lots in t.he fourth '·()ll'·P.~"ioli. namely, from 
j 111l't ,,-(Jll,· to LJl'ty two; north of~ngar Loaf mounhin or the northern section 
j" :,hsolnt('l~' worthl,'"'' unl.'s:-; for lumbering purposes and e\-en then it 
,,"ould ]H' \"ith !.!T,':It difficulty the lumb 'I' could obtainelt, The northern 
:-;.·.·tion "I' tIl<' j~)nlth '·(lnce.-.:-;ioll i" timbered with "mall :-;pruce and whitt' 
pine; wh:d :-;houlrl h·, :-;oil is rock ('ol'(,J'I'd with yello\\' moss. 

La]';('s :'1'.- 11l1!nerOm; and abound with trout, some or very larg~ size, 
which I n-.~T,-t to say ;lI'" being ruthlessly slaughtered without regard to 
fish or g:lI1l" la\".";. Tht' ",dtlers repair to th" lakes during the spawiling 
""';1,,011. \"ith net,_" spears, nig-ht lines and all the paraphernalia of warfare at 
1 ~l('ir (nmm:llld and ,,,age a ruthlesi" war :lg'ainst the unoffending trout 
duril1~' thl' spa-,':nil1!!' S(':1:"OJI. 

(N.-c. Jl"I""IiI. 1 7th July, ISiS.) 
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Townships of Dudley and Kiamika. 

The soil of Dudley and Kiamika is pretty mueh of 1 h,' saine quality, a 
sandy loam capable of b'~trill~' good crops and wI,1I a:hpt.'l for cnlti,"ation. 
Along the ri\"~r du Liene and as far baek as ill!' fifth rall~"- ill Kiamibt 
and along the river du Oer1' in Dudley, there is "U:tsill.~r;lbk~ Ilay sand. 
('by known as blue joint is abunda.nt along' the banks of til,' ri \",-1' lin Lievre 
in both townships, and is now a sonrl"~ of profit tu th, "'l'ttl"l's \ ... ho are 
engaged in the manufacture of saw logs in that vieinity. A" all J!l'lil:atioll 
of the fertility of the soil in the region of my surve,y, I BUY m~ntii)ll that, 
on a farm in the township of Wobassee, opposite Kiamib, of whi'.'h the soil 
resembles that generally prevailing in the two townships, owned by 
Messrs. McLaren & Co., were raised in the year 186-1 : 

106 tons of hay @ 

900 bushels of oats @ 

900 potatoes 
90 ,. peas @ 

20" beans@ 

*~O.OO ................ $~l:2I).OO 
tHO ......... ... ...... ;)~().OO 

@ 0.50...... ...... ...... ~;)O.l)n 

1.00.................. !IOOO 
1.50......... ......... 30.00 

Besides turnips and other 
yegetables worth 50.00...... ...... ...... ;)0.01) 

And pasturage for fifty horses and ca.ttle ..... 8 ~jl).O:) 

This large crop W;lS sown, cuI ti nttl'll and harvesll,d by 1 hi r("l'l1 111811 ill 
fin and half months at an average cost per man for board and W:I':!'c'S of $:2 1) 

per month: $1,430.00, and I may add that the land in Kiamika and Dudley is 
on the ''''Thole 110t inferior to that in the yicinity of this Ltrm. In short, hay, 
oats, potatoes, peas, beaus and turnips can fW as profitably rai,..;,d in eitlH'r 
of these townships as III the older townships lower down. 

,Yith regard to timber, the two town:ships are alikL-. Th,- ]',-st whitl' 
pine has been taken away. There remains, how~'n'r, ~'d aht11HL!Jlt white 
pine scattered through the hard wood, from whil'h saw ItJ!.\·'; whi"!l are now 
considered secund quality could be manufactured. :JIapk and ]lir"h, ~llld ill 
some places basswood, and on the HaLs ash, elm, cedar anl b l1:11'a,: are 
abundant. The ri,~ers and the lakes abound with excellent fbh, trout, 
pike, perch, bass, pickerel and chub, a soft watery fish ,weragin~' from four 
to six pounds in weight, trout predominating in the lakes, in fact, m0110-
polizing the most of them, and chub predominating in the rivers. 
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As far as I went in Kiamika to the fifth range, and all except the south 
western portion of Dudley as ftr as surveyed, the surface of the land i! 
generally free from large or abrupt hills. In the south western portion, the 
township of Dudley is hilly, but not so much so as to render any consider
able portion of th,~ land unfit for .. ultiyation. 

(Samuel Allen, 1864.) 

Township of Egan. 

This township is naturally divided into two sections, which may b", 
designated the eastern and western, by the ri,'er Desert, \Y hich intersects it 
from north to south. Th) easteru, the largest sedion, ,~0.npris8s the penin
sula formed by the rin'r;; Desert and Gatiaeau ; it i-; likewise the must fedile 
portion of the township; the land with few exeeptions is well adapted for 
agrieultlU,ll pllrpCl"l'~. anu embral'l)s ,rery few lots unfit fer sdtlement. It 
is dotbC'Cl \\'::11:1 thick growth of wood, \':\ryln~ in S~)"I;i8'; ::md qn!llity. 
according to the quality of tIll' soil and "itll'ltion, hard wood and pill!-' predo
minating wh'"le tIll' soill'onsists of .~r:ln'l or mixed clay, saud and grav81, 
:l:ld Fort wood predominating where the soil is exclu"i ,'ely clay and the 
counlly ..]1:1mpaiglL Here :Hi' to be found flourishin~' lh·arly all ntri"ties of 
(':mndiall timber, which may be dassified in the order of their preponderance 
as follows: ha]..;;Il1J, sprul'I" bireh, Illapll" h:h'iwood, elm, a~lt, olk, tamarac, 
whitt' birch. poplar, pine and eedar; hemlock is rarely fOLlnd and only in 
barren "it \\;11 i 1111 =", dwarfish and stunted. Th~r,~ is n'ry litlIe pine <'Xl','pt 

at\jacent t" tIle riwr Gatineau, and that of an inferior ord~r, all th[3 good 
quality b,'ill~' :dl't':tdy mannLtdnred. The surface is for tht, most part II'Hl 
or slightly undulating', without any r:lll~eS of mountaill", aud, with the 
eX['''ptioll of oue ill"t:lwe. ea~t of n1.kJIll lake, the hillo-,k., to be met with 
are men' undulations. 

The I:;oil on lJorh sides of the river lJesl'l't is chiefly day in many pLIL'e~ 
('(J\'erecl with loam. In the interior, iJeiIVe,'u tht! Gatineau ~md DGsert ri\'cr.-;, 
it is a mixtme of ,~lay and gravel, anu there[ortl the mO'it u\'aiLtbl,) fur the 
indigelt t foi.,~ tIel'. Along the Gatineau t h,'r,' are t'ollsider<tble traGis of rich 
alluvial dl'pll~its. Limestone is h"'(lUelltly met with ~tlul~' th .. ri,,-ers Gati
neau alld Desert, I think it is not the crystalline, but 1'ath0r belongs to the 
class called primozoic. 
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The ,Yestern section comprises that portion \\'('st of the rin'r Desert. 
Along the riYer Dl'sert, ,-arying from one half to two mih·s. the land p:ntakes 
of the charactl')' of the east side and is equal1y \vell fit for sdtlelll"llt; west
ward, the surface is more hroken and the land iuferior, culminatiu!:?: in 
barrelllH'ss towards the ('ounty line and south of tlw base line alonO' - the 

. b 

Ea~'ll' ri n'r nl.lJ !l'es. This portion has out a few limited patches of ~'ood land. 
The good land on the north of the base line is lllVl'l' frequent and ofgn':ltel' 
extent, and though, in many l'hcl':-> rugged and rocky, it ,·olltaillS.1 cousider
able portion of good land. The wi! in this portionl'onsists d1ieJly of graH·l 
and sand, the surface is broken and rocky, irregular hillocks alternating 
,yith marshes and lakes. Taken as a whole, the township is well adapted 
for settlement at least as far back as the eighth range. 

From the continued and almost ullvarying sterility of the rear of the 
township, I was comtraincd to desist from its further :mbdivision. 

(J.-P.-P O'Hauly, ~(lth May, 1863) 

Township of Hincks. 

The surface of the soil in this to\ynship is uneven and stony and 
dotted oyer v,ith a large number of lakes; not more than 40 per cent can 
be estimated as ara1>[.·; hut, on the other hand, this is yery fertile and the 
crops are L'x<'.·lh·llt, In some places, the laud is abundantly :,;trewn with 
rocks: the fixed rocks are of hypozoic formation, comprising' granite, 
gn"i"s, &<:" primiti,-e lim'~:-\l)ll". in irregular mas" .. s, str";lk"d ":ilh veins 
ot phosphate, mi. 'a and piumha.g'o. whi..!1 may bl','oall) \':duable when the 
pr~jeded railway from Uttawa will have f~1,Cilitated communication. 

The diifel'l'nt kinds of timber met with are the maple, white bin..:h, 
iron wood aud ash, of fine growth and good quality. The pine has been 
llvarly all remon~d, but it ueYer existed except scattened through the other 
timber and Hot as gro,-es. 

The line lwt\n~en range:,; 8 and ~I runs along the line di,-iding the 
waters of the Liane and the Gatiueau, thus separatill!:!: the township of 
Hincl~s into two di~tinct parts. The part ,,-ater;'(l b~' till' Lienl) is ,""ry 
difficult of at'('('s:,;, commnnication with it either in winter or SUtllltll'r being 
impossible eX<'l'pt by Great Whitefish lake. Unfortunately, high windl'l are 
common on this lake, and the ic'.=) is not safe for vehides before the 15th 
Jan uary in each year. 

(Jas. lJIcAl't/zur, 1888.) 
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Township of Joly. 

This township is yery much broken up by mountains and lakes, and a 
large portion of it will neyer be fit for cultintion. Along the Ri Hr Rouge 
a strip ofland varyin~' in depth, but generally about three quarters of a 
mile to a mile on each side, is suitable for culti,ratioll. Tht> soil seems to be 
a light sandy loam, becoming better in the low grounds of the yalley. East 
of this there seems to be little. if any. farming land, \\'ith the exception, per
haps, of a strip along the Cac'hecache and an occasional isolated spot; the 
western side of the range is more promising. especially in the 'dcinityof 
lnke Maskinonge, but much of it is yery hilly and quite unfit for cultiva
tion. The southern, eastern and northern houndaries and the centre line 
cross a succession of mountains, and it is very rare indeed that any land 011 

them is seen which can be cultivated. These mountains are generally com· 
posed of quartz and granite, and very frequently there is no soil whatever, 
merely a lowering of mass. The western boundary, although hilly and ill 
some parts very rough, is much better, and some pretty good farms will be 
found along it. 

(Willio1l/ Craujurd, :271h May, 1879.) 

Township of Kensington. 

I further beg leave to report th at the soil of this township is genemll y of a 
wry good quality and well adapted for the purposes of agriculture, and ill 
certain parts, the soil is, in fact, of a very superior quality, more especially 
toward" the southern extremity ofthe township and in the immediate vicinity 
of Greves lake. The Mes,rs. Gilmour & Co. occupy a TPry large farm in 
the fifth range, comprising a portion of six lots as represented on my plan 
of the survey. The improYements, which they haye made on it consist of 
about one hundred and fifty anes in a good state of "uItivation, a large 
barn and stab1e8, and a good house in course of erection. 

The township is acces~ib1e by f;c'ycral toler ably good roads; besides, 
there are i'eyeral chan tiel' roads through thl' portion which I haye surveyed, 
which could very easily be rendered passable; this will no doubt be a slight 

inducement for settlers to establish themselws there. It is also generally of 
a level nature and, as my accompanying plan will illdi"ate, 'well watered 
by seyeral beautifu,11akes and their small tributary streams. 
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The Reverend Fathers of the Oblat order havf\ already two mills in 
eourse of operation within a short distance from the township line between 
the townships of Kensington and Anmond, and sitllated on the Joseph riw]', 
which io: at present a great boon to the settlers ill that vicinity, :lnd which. 
I have no doubt, will be a strong incentive to the mpid settlement of the 
surrounding country. 

In conclusion, I beg lean~ to state that the front or part of Ihl' town
ship which has been surveyed for some tim!~ past is well settled, and I han' 
no doubt that, as SOOIl as some other portion of the township hl'i IJ"I~lI sur
yeyed, a new settlement will rapidly "pring up, for I belien) that its 111'1'1'

tofore unsurveyed state has been the only obstacle to its settlement. 

(James Ranf?/, 26th January, l~G').) 

Township of Kiamika. 

From the centre line to the northern boundary of this towllship, the 
lots on each side of this line are in general yery rough and roeky, but very 
rich in mixed timber, such as hemlock, elm, spruce, ash, cedar, bass wood, 
pine, birch, fir and maple; the soil is good. The lots starting from the 

centre line and running dired south are ,-ery rough and rocky. ( )n eal'll 
side of said line, the preyailing timber is soft wood; soil good. 

The lots situated on both sides of the river Kiamika are first class as 
regards the quality of the soil and timber. The prHailillg' wooel is a,'ih, elm 
and maple, aud the lots are nearly allle,rel. Mr. Dnfort, of :'Ionl real, has 
lately built a saw and grist mill on the fine water power on lots numhl'r" 
13 ar-d 14. This mill will, doubtless. be a great help to settlement. 

(N.-G. JlIl/thiell, 1"8:-:.1.) 
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Township of Labelle. 

The laud is g'ood, b,>iuQ' wl'll timhered with ('edar, maple, birch and 
(,ther "aluable w~nds All a,:·;·o,",s the s:lid to\:vnship line to the divisioaline 
of Ll Jlinei'ye, it is alsn wpll watl·]'\,,1 and altng'dher well adapted for 
fll'lllin!:!' pU~·pt'~,·". bei)}!.!· Ipy"l ;md ~'llo,l soil Oil tlw line and roug'h at a 
.... mall c1i~t:tll'" I·;,,,t (If it. H,·turnill!,:· to rang'e C. I ran the line to its .inaction 
\\-ith tilt' r"E liw': in SlIlll'=' pint"';; there are ~oo:l Hab and hill sides that 
are \ypll lit ji,l' "nltinltion; as will appear 011 plan, there arJ two angles in 
the central lilli' at A ~lId l', ca:10"c,,1 by the oc,;nrren,~e ofmolllltains and ,.lIth. 

The l'll'nnth range is principally had wood, maple, birch anJ IMss
wood; rollill~', althong'h rough, illdifferent soil on e~lch side of the line. The 
t,'nth rall~" i!S also fit for sf'ttlement nearly all through, rather rough, 
similar tilllber and O'nil as the preceding one. The ninth range is also 
nearly all fit j"lIl' spttL'ment althoug'h somewhat cut up by lakes. The 
senllth and ,'i~hth are l'!'ill,ip:l11y all lakes and mountains; the lakes, some 
oi ",hi,.]l are \'I'IT Lt1'6···. "ulltained within rough and rocky sItOI"'S. The sixth 
rall~l~ i" ~""i11 lawl Jlt'arl~' all throngh. The fifth ran~'I~ also contains 
>;1I11lt' !'!'clIltlland althou~h ,'ontaining ,;oml' small l:tk,·..... Alollg lake ~Iaski
'IOllg-t·. tl.,> land is rough nnd roeky ail,l of ,-ery little aCl·ount. 

Un HI'I'onllt of the number of m,mntains and lakes therein found, this 
to\yll~hip will he' quite n~,.ll-'s~ jl)l' culti,-.dioll un II's,,; ~'O()J I'l)a,ls are pre
yiouslv made by U,)\·,·rum·llt. The t()wnshp is ridl in timber. 

(.v-c. jlathieu, 30th :\l'IY, 1:-::-::2.) 

Township of Lathbury. 

The ]1:11'[ of La:hlmry, best adapted for settlement. is between the west 
boulldaryand the centre lilll', but jhel't~ is a strip \-aryill~ in width of 
on an a\'erag'e about two mil,'s wide to the '-,ast of the centre line, of good 
quality. To the eao:t of this strip. the surface of the country i~ rongh and 
rocky, alld, in I'LII"''', ~o cut up hy prt"'il'ituns hills as to be, at preo\lellt, 
unfit for use. ~I neh of' th .. land in the township is nry good, the soil being 
a good sandy loam and well timbered. The ordinary yarieties of hard wood, 
such as maple, birch, beech and iron wood abound; white pine of an excel-
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lent quality is found in sufficient fluantities to supply the requirellH!lll,.; uf 
the settler. The country is well watered, being- tra\"er"'<-',l 1):> numerous 
small streams and two of considerable size: Blandl'~ rin'r, which may be 
said to take its rise in the lake on l,)rs io:ty-thre,:, {llrt \'-hur :Illd forh'-ft \"t-

o . ' 

range::: Ii'l\' :md 1'ix ; and SerreI' creek at tlw ,'a:-;tern elld oj' thi~ town,hip; 
both of these ::;tr('a111,-; ha,-,~ water of suffici,mt depth to Ilo:tt timh.'!". 'i'nlllt'· 

rous ponds and lak,'s occur; none ofthell1. however, em' ofan~' !!'!''':It siz'~: the 
largest is called Dark lake. The township i,.; w,·ll [ulapted r"l" <;':'ttleml'~lt, 

the chief and in fact only hinJ.ran.~I' ]"'i 'lg" the W:l.llt of a rO~Hl k:.diIlQ· into it. 

(.Jolin J,lllJlstoll, ilIay, 181;7.) 

Township of Lesage. 

'1he land in the township of Losag-e is ~·elH·r:tllr broken, "-;p""ially in 
the section adjoining- the !"outh west ontline, where mountains of se,-eral 
hundred feet in height occur, presenting- in some places pre('ipitons ditf.., 
devoid of all vegetation. Howeyer, in the ,:('n tral and northern s"ctions, 
there are plateaux of considerable \'X ten t, with a ,-"ry 1"1<'h soil,.i ndg-ing
from the size of the timber. The Rections containil1~· the best land are in 
the third and fourth ranges, to the north ot' the centre line ill the fifth :tllLl 

sixth ranges and in the north"rll part of the sev'~llth ClIlll ei~hth ra,n~:~so 

The pre\'ailing woods are maple. b::~I.','h, bin'h, bass woo:1 and a few ")ms on 
the high groHnds and sprucp, l'c"br, bin'h and ash in t he low lands. Piw>, 
which existed abundantly in slIme pla'T.,:. has b'>"ll Gut olr nearly every
where. tHill a few remaiu 11l'r,~ and th"rl', esp,"..:ially in the southern and 
north w\,sh'rn sections of the township. Sprn(~e is lll')re common. not 
having been yet song-ht after so rllUch. 

The township of Lesa2,·'~ contains se\'t~ral lakes of cOllsidera,ble SlL:e 
,,,ith splendid sites 011 their banks for the homes of futnre settler,.,;, 

The ,vater powers, which o.~cur not far from L~lk~ E'):,!,'lllJil, ('~lll he 
ad\Tantageously used for sa'.v and grist mills. 

(J. A. 11IllrtiJl, 8th Aug'nst l:':'1J.) 



284 

--~~----:::.-=~~---
-- ----------~---~-.--

Township of Loranger. 

The land, in the first and second ran!:?,'es of the township of Loranger 
is slightly rolling: and in general yery well adapted to culti\'ation. The 
part of the third, fourth and fifth rallg'C'S, south of little lake Nominingue, is 
more broken, without being wry mountainous. The remainder is nearly 
enryvvhere lCYl'1 or slightly sloping . 

. ~:.-ro~...... _ 

The land, along the 110rth outline, eX('l'pt ranges I, 2 and 3, is mouu
tainous and rocky, showing oyer extensi,"e trads nothing but dry trees and 
-windfalls. There is fine land along the west outline from the north west 
angle to Big Bay lake. The south side of this lake, howe\"er, is moun
tainous for about two miles. The soil of this township is g~nerally a good 
ydlo\"" loam, usuall~' free from rocks, except near the large lakes and some 
plaees south of little lake Xomillingue, which are rocky. The prevailing 
timber is spruce, fir, cedar and birch; on the higher grounds, maple and 
other hardwoods pl'l><lominate. The pine, which seems to have been pretty 
common in certain places, has nearly all disappeared under the lumberer's 
axc, and what remains is of inferior quality. 

(.T.-A. JIadill, 23rd August, 1881.) 

I iound in this place a splendid valley extending through the fifth, 
sixth and seventh ranges for a mil'> and a half to two miles on e~l<'h side of 
the centre line and almost without undulations. The remainder of thtl 
township, th'mgh niore uneven and rocky, offers nevertheless a very rich 
soil, covered \,ith a splendid forest, in which hardwood predominates; I 
noticed in several places magnificent maple groves, which seem to be profi
tably worked for S113'~1l' 

(J. A. ,lIar/in, 1882). 
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Township of Lytton. 

With respect to the physical chara,'teristies of Lytton, I h,·2,· leaYt' to 
state that th~ land is of very good quality and extrenwl~· leve17 there are 
yery few eleyations of any considerable extent; at least ninety li \'" per cent 
of the ,yhole is arable and fit for cultiyation. There is a continual succession 
of hard wood ridges, with balsam, cedar and tamarac swamps inten'ening; 
the soil on the hard wood ridges is t'x:\'\~llellt, but in the swamps it is light 
and sandy. There is not much white and r~d pille ill the tovnlship; occa
sionally small gro\es are to be met with of large growth and of apparelitly 
good quality, but not in sufficient quantity to induce extensi,'e lumbering 
operations. There are no settlers in Lytton, nor is there any probability of 
its being settled soon, as it is so difficult of access at all seasons of the year. 

Juno other part of the Ottawa country is there so large a tract of really 
good and fertile land as in the townships of Mani waki, Egau, Aumond, 
Sicotte, and Lytton, but ill order to render f;aid land <lyailable it is abso
lutely necessary that roads should be immediately constructed or laid out 
throughout said townships. 

(.Tames lJll(';!rt!lIIl", 2bt .June, l.';tj~.) 

Township of Marchand. 

This township is 011 tlw whole a ,'ery fair agricultural ,'ol111tr)" the hest 
portion being hetween the head of till' long' rapid alld the bend 0[' rh,; ri,·,'r. 
The soil is generally ypry sandy and though to a strall!.!',·r it mig'ht seem 
poor, yet the middle farm has been worked for a number 0[' y ... ·ars ,yithout 
any manuring and is still good. A good proof is that two practical 
farmers, ,Yo McGuire and Yarin, who had ,'.arg·e of the middl .. anci upper 
farms for a number of years, are about to take up lots ill the t()\\-Ilship. A 
large extent of country in the north v .. est part of the township h:1s been ~o 
badly hurnt oyer that apparently tIll' suil is (~nn destroyed. The 10m r 
part of the township does not appear to he H'l"y good, more (':-<p""iaily t'a:-.t 
of the rang''. which looked so hroken up br mountains and :-<\\·alllp.~ that it 
,,"'as not considered worth running the rear line at pn's"Ilt. The south west 
portion of the township seems mountainuus, but sOllle lots hlYe ''''ell taken 
up and are spoken wdl of. In the 1111snrYeyed parts there seems to be good 
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lands in 'the central part of the township both east and west, but more 
limited in extent in the former. The country is generally well watered and 
plenty of good timber both hard and soft is to be found, although large 
districts are thickly coyered 'with a second growth of poplar. 

(Wil/il/III Crawfo/l/, 26th August, 1880,) 

The portion of this township \, .. hich I trayersed offers a fine field for 
settlemen t. The 1110UU tains, w hidl are prett y steep, especially in the northern 
section, nt'Yel'theless show fine plateaux of arable land on their summits and 
splendid \'alll'Y:-; between, often of considerable extent, with a ,ery rich 
','"Jlow soil In-:',· from stones. 

Thf~ ",>"tir>]. to the south of the Chapl"Hu road, although mor~ broken 
and ro,'ky ill many pla("f>,~, still ot!;'r,..; a !.!'ond r,nmber of lots which might be 
profitably workl'd. 

Thl' timber i:-; d fine !'!Towth. The higlwr plateaux art' gellt'ral1y conred 
'with maple, beech, ba~s wood and hir"h, and spruce, c,:,dar, hirch, ash and 
fir are found in the ya llf'p' and low grounds, \rhere,er pine occurred, it 
has been I'nt off: only a few il'f·":-;I·t'maill hert' and there and they are of 
illferio,' rinality. 

(.T. -A, JJI{I"/ ill, 1 )-\8:?,) 

I subdi,'idl,d into lots this part of the towll,~hip of Marchand under 
the nan1\' oJ thf' 110lth rallg'l' ()j' tlJt' riW,l :'Ia"~lya and the south bank of 
that riYer, 

,Yith the pxception of sonw slightly hilly lot,.. th8 surface is level 
enough; soil Yt'l'y ~aIll1y; thf-' pren1iling- tim] .. ']" i" "olt wood, I found se,'eral 
water po,,,,,rs ()Jl this ~nHl otlwr riYt'r", and amollg other", H splendid one 
be1\\"I'f'Jl lots :\(1, Ii. called tlll' ,!.!Tf':lt l\Ia(';tya !:tlls. The lots along the riyer 
are nearly dl takf'll up by ~quat!er,'. 

(.Y.-(', JII//ltil:'ll, ~Oth M:m'h, 1~)-\-+,) 
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Township of McGill. 

Ranges two and three are cornparati\'ely lenl, the soil yaryill~' from 
sandy loam and covered almost entirely hy "brllles." The northern part 
of ranges four and five is mountainous and rocky. and unfit for :-:ettle
ment, whereas the southern ends bordt;rillg on tIlt' ~l'l"pl'nt nel'k an' well 
adapted for settlement, the soil consisting of a sandy loam with a growth 
of mixed tim ber. There is a strip of brule running diag'ollally :t<'l"I)S-; range 
four. The Messrs. Elie Bros. haye a fine sa\\" mill situated on the ~"rpent 
Creek in this range, as well as blacksmith and general rarp"llt"r and fnrni
ture shops, and they intend erecting a grood grist mill adjoinill!.,!· the "aw 
mill, nex1 season. Parts of ranges six and seven are well ad'lpt,·,l lor~dt le
ment, especially along the Serpent c]'t'pk, althongh tlwre is scom,' yery 
rough country along the line diyiding them; the soil \'tuying from sclndy 
to a salldy loam with a good growth of mix",l timber. The ""Ililtry along' 
the centre line is very rough. mountainon" and ]"0 ·ky. alld 011 tll<' low"r 
outline it is level and the suil principally a good san(l~- loam. 1'111'1',' is 110 

pine of any value, but abundance of yalnable (:l·(hr. There :Ir,~ \'alnable 
deposits of apatite or phosphite of lint' in this and the adjoining' towllship.", 

(E.,J. R(/i/lboth, 1~t\1.) 

Township of Mulgrave. 

The character of the trad slU'noy"d is ~'l'nerajly une\Ten an,) hilly and 
in some places brobm. Tlw ,-alleys are without "x"pptioa arah]... and 
rrlan)" of the hills are fit for a~'J'i\:nltnral pnrposeo.;. It is hea\'i!y tim), ')'I'd 
with hard,vood; maple and black birch prt'domill:liill~·. \\'itll ,·\·,111' and 
ash in the lower parts. Thertl is al"o a !.!.Tt-·at 11";11 of h .. mln·k, r,d ()Jl;:, 

balsam, &c. In many plact's the haruw<>o.j is mix'<1 With a qn'lntih" of' 
cedar and scattered pine on the hig'h lalld". :"-iOIIW "ollsi,l"rabl" tr:lds <In' 
coyered with pint', which does not app,!c\l' to be of a \'ery Jar!!'..! g'r"I" t h. The 
character of the soil through thl'se pi Il' 'ries, with the ,'x",' pi iOIl of;t narrow 
belt of about half a mile in breadth and I'X("lllling' northward aiollg' the 
eastern extremity of the townc;hip as far as the line iwtn-"en thl' -''''\-''lIth 

and eighth ranges, which is yery rO"ky, is a good sandy loam. ~II),t or the 
pine is in the eastern part of the township; at prt'sent th'j't' is no m.'3llS of 
taking square timber out of thE' township hy wat!'r, as nOll!:' of the ri,-ers 
are sufficiently navigable to the Ottawa, 
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There are two branches of the ri\'er Blanche running through the 
towllship of Mulgran·, upon which then> are se\TeraI reserve dams con
structed for the purposes of the Blanche mills, in the township of Lochaber. 
These branches of the river empty their waters into a large lake on the 
south boundary of this township, called the Blanche lake, and which con
tains a large body of ypry clear water. This river affords some very good 
mill sites in the township of Mnlgrave, where grist or saw mills might be 
preded alld haye a supply of water sufficient to drive them during the 
dry est soa:,;on. The next riyer is the ~illsic which receives its supply of 
,Yater hom nnmerCJus lakes and brooks of clear water. Saw logs ha\'e been 
nriYen only through the lower part of this stream. This stream also affords 
some excellent mill siks ill the township of Mulgra,e. I haye also to add 
that the yalley of this stream which is of considerable width in some places 
is generally composed of a good dark soil with some traces of blue clay and 
"mall gray,.l and offers !'ypry ill\"i tat ion to the agriculturist. 

All tilt' lak,'s in this township abound ill salmon trout, some of which 
:lr" ot a n'ry large size. Th"n' seems to be no other species of fish in these 
lakes, ~·x'.·l'p! Gullinke, where perch are caught in great abundance. 

The part suneyed hy me when taken upon the ·whole is well adapted 
for set! lement, <lnd, with the exception of some comparatively small portions, 
is well adapted for tilla!.!'e. and as a grazing country it is equal to any that 
I haye yet seen, owing to the numerous springs and creeks, which are so 
lIe,·ess:ny. And the swamps in this township are of the ri<"ilL>:-;t quality of 
80il. As to th,> ~',~ological character of the to\ynship, 1 nepd hardly say much 
as I hal'''' rocnrl:'d SOI111' specimens of the principal rocks which I intend 
sending' to ;-;ir ·W. L')~·<lll. for examination. The general character of the 
rod.;:s is ~Talliti,' with a large proportion of quartz; some large tracts are 
chielly gneiss :llld :-;<>me wry fine specimens of trapdikes are also seen; 
npon the whole the ~pologi .. al character is highly indicatiye of valuable 
minerals. The mining operations in the rear of Lo~haber are reported to be 
of a more thau commonly sll"ct'CisfL11 character. 

(John .fu1I1/sloll. l..J:th .Tune, 181).').) 

Township of Ponsonby. 

The physical features of the part of Ponsonhy sun"eyed by me are 
yory remarkable. The land for the most part i8 covered with hard wood of 
the largest growth, including maple, yellow birch, beech; I found basswood, 



and in some places oak, and as yet it has been uninjured hy fire. Pille 
tim bel' is Wly scarce; the few trees that were originally scattered about 
han mostly all been cut; what has bel'l1 left still standing will not be 
half sufficient to Jurnif'h buildillg- timber for the settlers; but as cedar of 
good quality and of large size are in abnndtllH'e, they will in a great 
measure supply the deficiency. There are a few cedar and tam:lr:\(' swamps 
of small extent, whi"h being in ~'t'lJ(')'al open and dr!' will not retard the 
settlement of the township. The fixed rOc'hi are of primary iormation. 
principally granite and gneiss; there are indications of the existent,'e of 
iron to be met with in lllall y places. The soil is generally a saud y loam, 
in many placts oYerluid ,yith vegetable mould and alluyial deposit. The 
smface of the land is for the most part undulating, occasionally rising into 
round hills yarying from fifty to two hundred feet in height; these hills 
are to be found in greater number on the celltre line than any other part of 
the township; they present a uniform appearaw'e, their south western slopes 
being steep and banen, while tlll' remainin g' sides are co \'pred wi th a heayy 
growth of mixed timber and descend gradually from the summit. The part 
of ranges four, fiYe, six and f'eYen,lyillg we:;1 of the centre line, is ,'veIl 
suited for successful &et tlement ; the land being leyel, well watered and of 
good quality, That portion situated east of the centre line is not so 
fayorable for settlement as hills similar in appearance to those already 
described :11'e frequently to be met with; there are, howeyer, fertile \Talleys 
interYeuillg, and I belieye that about fifty per cent of it is arable and fit for 
agricultural purposes; about ninety per cent of the land on the western side 
is arable. 

The MaskilolJge or .;ylaskilloll~"" is a very beautiful stream and is navig
able for canoes from the south east corner of Ponsonby as far as lot 
number t\venty-three, in the fourth range, and, through the whole extent 
of the township, there is little obstrudion to canoe nangation; there are, 
howeyer, sufficient water po\vers available at the first, second and third 
chutf's for grist mills, saw mills, factories. 

As the land is suitable for purposes of settlement and is so easy of 
access at all seasons of the year, it is difficult to accollnt for the indifference 
manifested to this section by intending settlers. 

(James McArthur, 21)Ih December, 1868.) 

19 
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The lines run in the township of Ponsonby pass through a rough, 
mountainous and rocky country as a general rule and unless the land is 
very much better in the middle of the lots, of which no indications could 
be seen, it does not seem likely that the lower part of Ponsonby will e,er 
be a very prosperous farming country. Of course, there are some lots better 
than the others and a fe"\"\' very fair farms will be found, but these will be 
the exception not the rule. 

The portion of the township of Suffolk runs through land which 
although hilly seems to be a better farming country and the class of r.ettlers 
more likely to make the most of it. In both townships a wry fair start at 
clearing the land has been made as is shown on the plan. The names of the 
land owners are given on the plan as correctly as could be ascertained. 

(Trilli(()}/ Crawford, 7th June, 1880.) 

The country in proximity to the lines :--un"'-'Y',d be lll<' is rough and 
rocky, with many lakes and sin·ams. About one third of the sixth and 
seventh ranges is fit for u!:!Ti(·nltural purposes, the soil being principally 
suitabJe to the cultintion of grain. of which some good crops haYt:~ already 
been raised by the settlers. 

There is an abundance of yellow birch, spruce and maple, with some 
small scattered "\y hite pine to'Yarus the north "\\"t'st part of the township. 
On the Maskinonge riYer there are several excellent chutes for mills, til" 
want of which is being at present badly felt by the settlers. 

I may remark before closing that a desire was expressed by many of 
the settlers that the lakes in this town:--hip, which are nmnerous and of con
siderable size, should be cOlTt'dly fixed in position as th.·y were erroneously 
shown on the latest official plans. 

(Ormond Netcher. :3ht :\Iarl'h, 188:2.) 

The general aspect of the township of POilsonoy, althoug'h in many 
parts rough and mountainous, yet afI'orus S '\"l'ral fine tract s of loamy soil, 
well adapted for farming purposes, especially in the w,-,stern part of ranges 
second, third and fourth and the north eai;t part of range five. The various 
kinds of grains and vegetables are raised in abundance. 

(Ormond Fletcher, 17th May, 1883.) 
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Township of Pope. 

This is a very fine township, level country, first class sandy loam, soil 
covered with a growth of good mixed timber and very suitable for settle
ment. The finest farm on the river is situated in the north t'<llSt corner of 
this township, being Messrs. Jas. McLaren & Co·s mountain farm, Oll 

which they have about four hundred acres under cultivation. The Devil's 
mountains commence in the northern part of this township about five 
miles back fro~ the river and run in a northerly direction as far as the eye 
can see. The fine tract of country of which this township forms part will 
not be settled properly or rapidly un til there is a colonization road built 
either up the river du Lievre or from the Gatineall roads. 

There is no fine timber of any merchantable value in this township, 
and the only water power is at the Turtle rapids, on the river front near 
the south east corner. The country above this township still continues 
good and well adapted for settlements. 

(P. Griffin, 11th February, 1881.) 

Township of Portland. 

Concerning the topographical features of the tract of land, comprising 
the verification suney of Portland East, I beg to remark that it is traversed 
by three different water courses: the ri\'er du Liene, Clay LTeek and Castor 
creek, with their tributary lakes and creeks, ·which form as many valleys of 
different extent and fertility, and which are separated from each other by 
three mountain ranges, of which the most westerly one has 1he greatest 
elevation above the level of the river dn Lievre. The course of these moun
tain ranges as well as the valleys is from north to south, all running 
nearly parallel to the riYer du Lien-e. The valley of that river has the 
least extent, and its soil possesses the least fertility, being composed of 
plastic blue clay. There are only three clearings of an area of one hundred 
and SeYt'llty acres to be met with. The valley of Blue creek is of greater 
extent, and its soil more yaluable for agricultural purposes and particularly 
the northern portion of it, which is composed of black clay and vegetable 
earth. The central part exhibits rather too much of the plastic clay alluded 
to before, to be employed to great advantage for farming purposes. The 
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southel'll portion is a fertile plain c,om posed of rich allu daL soil. There is 
only one settler in this ,-alley, whose clearing is about ~e\'enty acres large. 
The most easterly yalley comprises that fertile tract of land lying round 
Tamo lake, commonly called Tamo lake s..ttlement, and the yalley of Castor 
creek. I t ~ fertility i" H'l'y great; the soil being composed of a rich marshy 
soil yield,,, gwat ('j"()l''' of gTain and hay. There Wt're nindeen settlers at 
the t illlt' 1 he sun'ey was being carried out, with an aggregate amount of 
cle~1l'illg .... of t \YO hundred and eighty-t 1m'\' :lCres. 

Hal·ill!..'. lJegh,cted to speak about the tluality of timber which grows 
on tIll' yerified portion of tIlt' township of Portland, I c,onsider it my duty 
tn make this addition to my report. I lH'g to state that hemlock is the tim
ber most abundantly fonnd all over the trad especially mentioned herein, 
and that lIt'X! to it in ahundall:~t'. bnt mixed 'with the hemlock, are all the 
different kinds of hard wood. with thl~ pxception of oak, which is of rare 
",','UITl'I)f't'. Of ,'xtt'n"il-.' pint'rip~ nOll<' are to lw m,'t '",ith. The green 
I-hade pxhihitl'd OIL my diagram, shuwing' the timlwr di\'isiolls, which 
;I",·omp:lllie . ..; this rcport, indicate" 1110..;., pla"t'" or trad~ where pine is the 
Illnst pr,'c]nminanl tim],,'l'. but 1I0t Ill<' onl)' Oil" growing. I beg to mention 
lwrf" j h,,:-;t' pial'"'' ""p",:ially for yonI' cOllyenient'e sakI'. In the fifth range 
from lot number 011'" to "ix ; in tht' s8\'enth, eighth, ninth and tenth ranges 
\'rom lot number IIno' to ,.;ix. ~·Lraill west of lake Tamo, in the sixth range 
IIl1 lots number" nine and ten, and in the eighth range on lots se,'en, E'ight, 
nine and tcn. 

(R. Ral/sclier, 1~64.) 

Township of Portland-East. 

I Itla), 8ay in reference to the country I haye gOlle oYer in this 1'e-snr\'ey, 
that lIll're an' certainly a number of Y('ry good flats of land ayailable for 
('oloni7.ation, but the largest proportion is hilly, broken and rocky; it is 
nt'Yertlwl",.;s all heaYily timbered with Yery few burnt distrids; the prin
cipal tim]H.>r heing hemlock, birch, maplE', cedar. balsam, spruce and a small 
quantity of ],as:-;-wood ; there is ,'ery little pine timber; douhtless, it has 
1wen yery rich at one tinw with pill('. judging' by the traces of old timber 
works. I might add that the best agricultural land i~ to be found along 
the nlley of the rinr du Liene. 

(G. Rainboth, 4th December, 1875. 
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Township of Portland-West. 

Concerning' the topographical featnres of tht:' trat'i of lanu comprising 
my YerifiC'ation suney of Portland W(·~t. T lw~ to 8t:lt" that it is traVt'rsed. 
bE':'sides the riwr dn Liene, by three distinct wah'r ('onr,~"~, firsth 1,\, Priest 
~reek, :" hich flo\,\'f'; in a south ";I:-;terl y GOur:--" through :\ yery l~'r'r 11 ~ 'had of 
land along its whole length to its. couRu"nce with th" rin·], llu Liene, 
which OC't'm:; in the fourth rang'" of tIlt' to\ynship of Portland. th" tributary 
lakes and creeks of said "reek arlO ,'ery numerous: ""<"(mdly, tlw south of 
the former, by the chain of lakes being" situate on the set'oJld, third and 
fourth ranges and emptying' into tll(' river du LieHe in the third range of 
the township, The general course of these lakes and connedill~ creeks is 
from north west to south east. Th,' country surroulldill!:~' tlwse water 
courses is, with tht> exception of tllP lakes in the third and lourth rang''''', 
not very suitablL· li)r agricultural purposes Oil a(·I,.,unt of it" mountainous 
nature. The third \\"ater course sitnatt- in the south WI'st part of" the town
ship is forml,d hy the trihutary lake~ and eonw,wting crt''');:'' of the riYer 
Blanche which empties into the Ottawa river. The land surrouudiug thl'"'' 
lakes and connecting lTeeks is of a hilly nature, yet affords !!,'oo,l fannin!,!' 
land. The height of land separating the said sel'ond hom the third \\'ah~r 
course referred to before is not suitable for agrit'ultural purposes on al'count 
of its mountainous nature. 

Concerning' the timber which grows Oil til., tra,l of laud comprisill',!.' 
the yerification SU1'\Tey of the township of Portland W,·:;;t, I bl'g' to ,,:ty that 
almost all the len·l parts of to\ynship which I ha,'" tra""'rsed are t'uyered 
with hardwood', and e""r~Tt't'll,-; and particularly whit,> pille ar.~ prevalent, 
Yaluable pineries are no longer ill l'xistent"·. for the :lxe of the lumbermen 
h:1S ypar:;; ag'o cut down what g'ood timber could be {,htained for th" jlLlrket ; 
only timber of inferior quality is met with on j 11<' trads I han' just been 
describing; and should it happen that a solitary yeteran pill<' tree he se('n 
in t hese region~, the cause of it might be assigned,·i t her to its StJCjlh'StC']'t'G 
place of growth or to its 'wood not being sonnd. 

(R. Rauscher, l~fi;j,) 
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Township of Preston. 

I ran the west line of this township on a north course, variation, 8054'. 
Along this line, the land is slightly mountainous and rocky, but the soil is 
good and wooded with maple, birch, hemlock and spruce. 

From the north western angle of the township to Long lake along the 
north line, the surface is rough and rocky, the prevailing wood being the 
maple; but on the east side of the lake it is altogether uncultivable, being 
exceedingly mountainous and rocky; it is, however, rich in small pine 
and spruce. 

The ground is mountainous and rocky on each side of the line between 
the first and second ranges from lots No 1 to No 8, inclusively. These lots 
are timbered with hard woods. From No 9 to No 18, inclusively, the surface 
is slightly broken, the soil light and the timber mixed. From No 19 to 
Whitefish lake, the land is very hilly and rocky, the soil good and the 
timber mixed. 

From No 1 to No 10, inchudwly, along the line between the 2nd and 
3rd ranges, the land is mountainous and rocky, the soil light, and the 
timber mixed. From No 11 to No 16, inclusively, the surface is very broken 
and coyered with hard wood. From No 17 to No :2:2, inclw;,ively, it is verY' 
leyel, the soil light and 1 he timber mixed. From No 23 to the ce n tre line 
it is mountainous and rocky, but rich in mixed timber. 

From No 13 on the north side of lake Barriere or Simon to No 16, 
lllclusiwly, on the line between the Brd and 4th ranges, the land is flat 
and tlH' soil ,cry sandy. On numbers 13, Hand 15 in the 4th range, 
forming p:,rt of :;\11'. Edward's farm, there are about 150 acres under culti
vation and the building's are erected at a short distance from lake Barriere. 
From No 17 to No 3:2. inclusively, the ground is mountainous and rocky, 
the soil good and the timber mixed. From No 3:2 to No 35, inclusively, the 
surface is broken and rocky and the soil light. From No 3.5 to No 44, it is 
,ery mountainous and rocky, the soil light and the timber mixed. 

Th,' lots on both sides of the line between the 4th and 5th ranges are 
in general n·ry broken, mountainous and rocky cyen, and the soil sandy. 
Hard wood predominates. 

From No, ~8 to Long lake, on the line between the 5th and 6th ranges, 
the surfacl' is wry mountainous and rocky. The soil is sandy and the 
timber is soft wood. 
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From No. 55 to No. 48, on the line between the 6th and 7th ranO'es b , 

inclusively, the land is very mountainous and rocky, but the soil is good 
and rich in hard woods. 

Along the whole length of the centre line, the ground is mountainous 
and rocky. There are several mountains covered with pine and spruce, 
chiefly on the west side of Little Whitefish lake. 

(N.-C. JIlltliiw, 24th March, 1884.) 

Township of Ripon. 

I found great difficulty in surveying the residue of this township on 
account of its mountainous character, but I am glad to be able to stab\ on 
account of the future settlement of the country, that the range lines and 
west boundary traversed the very roughest parts of the township, leaving 
between many fertile valleys and some large tracts of good rolling land, 
well adapted for agricultural purposes. Some few settlers have already 
found their way into the part surveyed by me, and are making great pro
gress in their agricultural pursuits. 

Consid"ring the time they have been there, they have made large 
clearances and grow fine crops of differents kinds of grains and roots, 
snch as wheat, oats, rye, barley, buckwheat, Indian corn, flax, and the latter 
is raised invariably by them all and woven by them into a fair quality of 
linen. They appear to succeed remarkably well in the growing of wheat, 
a", the land in many of the valleys seems to be well adapted for its culture, 
it being a mixture of blue clay and dark rich loam, which together form a 
very enduring soil for the culture of exhausting cereals. 

The general character of the soil where it is in any quantity on the 
rolling lands is a dark sandy loam, and in many places a blue clay subsoil. 
The valleys are generally arable and much of the rolling land is well adapted 
for the purposes of settlement. 

There are some good localities for roads through the part surveyed by me; 
although they may ;10t lie ill very direct routes, yet they might be made to 
answer all the purposes of the settlers. 

The timber throughout the part surveyed by me is generally of a very 
large growth and is chiefly hard wood mixed with a large quantity of good 
merchantable pine and hemlock, maple and black birch, predominating. 
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The only notable ,dreams in the part surveyed by me is a small part of 
fo:t'l'yer creek running along the north boundary of the township, upon 
,yhich one .T ohn Hughes ha:;: erected a QTist mill 'within till' se,enth ('oncE'S
sion of this to'wllship, and I belipn; soon intends erecting':l saw mill near 
the same place. The (.tlW1' is a portion of the ~insie creek, the general 
breadth of which is ahout seyenty-iiYe links, and which runs through the 
south Wl'st part of the to\ynship forming a jundion of the two brandles 
near the south west corner. This stream is at present snlficiently nayig-:1hle 
to drin' saw lo!..!'s and might with a little labour be mad" snlfi"i,"utly il:tyi!,','
able for "(lual'e timber. (Iwing' to soml' l1Wl('('ol1II1able cause the line 
betwe~n thl:' eighth and ninth rall!..!."s did not inter~ect the north boundary 
at the full depth of the ('i!!'hth range. but has left that lallg'" narrower than 
was intended. although the line is carefully traced \yith pickets all the 
way; howeyer, it di,-idl's the good lands in the 110rth Plld of the town
ship mueh better than it could otherwise han~ done had it intersected in its 
proper plaC'l' , I would han" "()!T,,('ied i1 back only on that :t""'lllllt, There 
is also a small part of the same line at the south elld of the township that 
I could not run on a('count of the extreme roug-hnps:> of that part of the 
country, 

(John .T()Tt II stOll , ~1l1.1 .T uly, 1~ti6,) 

Township of Robertson, 

Pl'O('(' .. dillg' northw;mb, the country is uniformly n~ry good, mostly 
k'-"l, ,yith a fiue quality of soil and bush, principally hard \yood, 

After completing the front of th" fourth range, :Wl'O"" tlw township, I 
proceeded to Sl11TPY th.· northern outline. from th,· corner of the towuships 
of :-lie-otte and Anmond, along whidl till' country is g.·n,'rally undulating 
with a growth of spruce, balsam and mixed hard \yood, the soil being a 
sandy loam, more or less strong, with a few flats of swampy land. up to two 
miles from the E'aid corner; thence the country has a m'll'ked dt'~"~('nt to the 
creek or lake au ~;lbl(', a tributary of the ri,er Baskoton:!·. one of the prin
cipal ones of 1he Gatineau river, and is timlJpred with a ~\-l>ry line'growth 
of hard wood, mostly maple and birch, with :1 good ,;:lIldy loam soil and 
\VPll fitt('d for agriculture; thence to the riYcr du Lien,', th~ topography of 
the country is very similar, being undulatill~' without any marked descent 
until within a short distance of the Lievre, The only mountaiu yisible in 



this part of the country is the Deyil's mountain, lying to tlw north about 
ten miles, and visible from seyeral points along' this line. The pillt~ timhel' 
appears to be almost completely exhausted; a good road could he Imilt a(-ros~, 
through this township for a trifling' cost to conned "\'ith the \\'aggon road 
leading to the Desert village and the ., Pripsts' Mill " on the .J 'J~"ph !'fPc'1\:, 

There is a fine mill site at l'Orignal chll(\', abo ano(h"r at Ilw Turtle 
rapid. 

The tract of country in this yicinity, "omprisin~' this and tIll' adj:\"t'nt 
townships, is one of the finest in the county, and i:-: (le:-;Iined to 1)1'('01111' at 

no distant date a large, thridng settlement; at the pr.·sellt, o\\'ing (0 the 
absence of roads, settlers are all 8stablishin~' themsf,jyes along tIlt' rinL 
which is the great natural outlet and highway l,n' the ,·onntry. Game in 
great variety is very plentiful throughout thi:,; s,~dillll of COUlIln' aud fur
nishes the pioneers or early settlers with their main food supply, 

(E.-J ROItlboflt, ~Ijth January, 1~~1),) 

Township of Suffolk. 

The general features of the land in that portion of the township of 
Suffolk suryeyed by me, :Ht' high mountains with lm·til" "alleys inter
yening. The leyel flats of land worthy of particular mention art' firstly 
that portion of the sixth and seyellth r:l1l!.!'l'S lying va"! of the c,·n!.re liUl', 
and 'adjacent to the township of POllsonby. Also that portion of lIlt' fourth. 
fifth, sixth and seventh ranges throu!..!:h which L.,(ln,·'s l'xploratory road 
passes. 

(H.-C. ,'>ljlililleS, 20th Nun'mher, 1s l,6.) 

The surface is generally undulating aud the soil a !.!;ood quality of 
sandy loam and is well timbered with yellow and blade birch, hemlock, 
maple, beech, elm, ash, hass-wood, cedar, sprn,·" and balsam; all the mer
chantable pine hayim~; been cut for market years ;tQ'(). On the whole, I 
consider this township as abo\Te the Clyerage and possessing a good dass of 
settlers who are rapidly d,'veloping all its resources. 

(E.-J. Rainboth, 19th Deccmbt'l', 1881.) 
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Townships of Suffolk and Ponsonby. 

Respecting the fitness of this township for settlement, I have to state 
that the eastern part of it is well \yatered with springs and generally well 
tim bered with a mixture of hard and soft wood, chiefly maple, birch, bal
sam and beech, fir and cedar in wet and moist places; the soil is a sandy 
loam and well adapted in parts for cultivation; of this extent twenty per cent 
may be deducted for stony, swampy and broken land, leaving nearly eighty 
lots of one hundred acres each fit for settlement; with respect to the western 
part of the township, the surface is hilly, often broken, rough and stony, well 
watered with "prings and brooks; the prevailing timber is hard wood mixed 
with white and red pine; the soil is a good sandy loam; of this extent 
thirty per cent may be dedueted for stuny, swampy and broken ground, 
leaying about sennty lots of one hundred acres each fit for settlement. I 
ha,re also to state that the surrounding country is thickly settled. 

I haye also examined the geological features of the country and am 
prepared to state lim.,,,tOlw will be found in the township sufficient for 
building and agricultural purposes. 

(P. Grilfin, 1857.) 

Townships of Wakefield and Templeton. 

The line A. B. passes oyer a very rough tract of land with hardly a 
chain of len~l land excepting 11ear the point A, the soil of a good deep hazel 
loam, on the high land and of a clayey nature in the low flat land. The 
timber is chiefly bel'I'h, maple, birch and hemlock, with a mixture of white 
spruce, balsam and cedar. It is very precipitous and rocky; in fact. the 
appearance of the country is broken, rugged and stony and almost unfit for 
culti vation. 

The land along the line B C. is much superior, there being more land 
fit for culti,ration, which has lvl'll settled within the last two or three 
years; it is lle"ertheless yery rocky and barren on the high lands. On the 
line C. D. E. there is quite a fair tract of land favorable for cultivation, a 
good deal of which is under tillage. 

The predominating rock is gneiss. I met with but one water power, 
which is on lot number twenty-eight, in the thirteenth range of Templeton, 
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where a fall of thirty feet could be obtained and a constant flow of very 
clear water. The lake I crossed on the line A. B. is "\"ery deep and its waters 
are very clear and cold; the banks are very steep and rocky. It contains 
trout, chubb and perch. Lake Wakefield is a m'lgnificent sheet of clear water 
surrounded with a tract of undulating land; its banks are not so precipitous 
as the lake before described, but slope grad uall y to the water. 

I would al:;,o briefly remark that I met with no parts excepting these 
marked on the B. C. line and on the south outline of Portland line of which 
note has been taken in the field notes. 

The country about the vicinity oflake Wakefield is being rapidly settled 
chiefly by French Canadians and promises to be a rich agricultural country, 
using the ,'alleys for grain and the uplands for sheep pasture; there appears 
to be an ice tract yet undivided marked as a gore on my plan, haying a depth 
of one hundred and twenty-one chains and thirty-six link> from C to D, and 
running eastward to the western line of Buckingham; the said tract might 
be advantageously subdivided by running a line through the centre of the 
gore from west to east, so as to make a double range, in which case it would 
only require to continue the line B. C. eastward to Buckingham and run 
the centre line above mentioned. 

(George·F. AUStill, 24th :--:eptember, 18Gl.) 

Township of Wells. 

The lan<1 through which I h:ln~ sUrYeyed, from about lot number 
thirty-four, southward, to the O'Dwyer outline is ~~·l'lll'rallr of ordinary 
good nature, but that from lot number thirty-foUl' to the northern outline 
between Wells and McGill is generally of a hilly d,>sniption. Thesl~ hills 
extend along on each of the six ranges that I haye sun'eyed, all running 
with the parallels of longitude and in some places of a considerahle height, 
They are, however, separated by some good arable valleys, which are well 
adapted for hay and other crops. The hills, although in some places rough 
and stony, contain good loamy soil. and, as they are well watered with 
pure springs and brooks, will be found to make good pasturage for stock, 
if l"equired, in future days. On this north side of the township, 1 found a 
large tract of jand, well wooded with maple trees; in fact, it is the largest 
and best sugar bush I Lave ever surveyed through, and I hale no doubt, 
that it may yet became a valuable maple sugary for settlers. 
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Along the northern out line the land was generally very rough and of 
no real yalue for farming purpoRes. From lot number thirty-four throughout 
the southern portion of the township to the outline between Wells and 
Yilleneuye, the land is generally ,y\:,ll adapted for farming', and now when 
th'? ran~.!Y lines art' well opened out, and tllP lot posts properly planted, it 
atfords a good opportunity for sl'ttlers to make hnlll'S for themselves. Thl'n' 
i" towards the centre oj" ,y"lIs, from the sixth rang'e \vestwards, a len·l tract 
of heayy land, tIw soil in some pbccs being rocky, and in other places 
hL1<'k and yell,,\\, lualll. illt"rslh'rst'll l1l'n' and there with an occasional 
b,'uYer meadow This land is certainly H'ry ridl. and I han' no doubt, 
may yet b""ame of great value to this sedion of thl> country. Although 
there arc not many lakes, worthy of much notice, where I ha,"e surveyed, 
stIll the township i,~ well watered with pure springs and running hrooks 
and small riH~rs, all of which contain good healthy water, and are generally 
to 1) •. · found in all directions. 

(.II/I//('S ROlle!}, 23rd April, 1870.) 

Township of Wobassee. 

I beg to make a r·w ronar];:" ,'oll,'t'l'lIing the tOP";T~lphi"al f"Jtul'l'S of 
this township a~ far ~IS they ha\',· ,':lmc to my,'og·llizallce. Besides the ri\"er 
du Lil'''l'l', there are fonr W,tler "ourses which traverse the to\vnship in a 
southern and ,"lUth,'a~terll din" lioll; themos; sonthl'l'n oftJ1l'm is Gatillean 
cr",·k which takes its rist's on the height of land het\wen the riYers Uati
n"aU and du Lien." ncar th,~ ';"lltr,· liue of the :said township of "Vohts:-;t>(l 
\\'(l"t, '\YI.'}';t!-!·ill!,! about ~ixty links in breadth. It trayerses in its lower 
CG1USl' an almost leyel couutry of sandy and loamy soil. It has a good mill 
I'ite at the· ('on1111o:1ICe \"ith lake d,'~ ~ahles. The sI'cond water ,'onr,s'~ is that 
of Bobish creek, \yhich pmptil:1' in to the ri,rer du Lien-e, half a mile ahoye 
Bobish cret,k ralJicls. The upper course of said creek is ,'ery rapid, forming 
cascad,,;; ~llld ~l'ts of rJ.pids ill do,,, ~n""",,~iOll. It rises 011 the h('i~ht ofJanJ 
bt>!\HC'll th" \Vat!'}'" of the Gatineau and uu Liene, \\'h,,1'(' it form; two lakes 
of "('ll~iderahle exbm t: it aye rag- 's in hread1 II fifty lin ks. Near t 111' month, 
it forms a Yall,·y with m:ushy hottom. The third water course is that of 
Carp creek whi"h takes its rise in the township of Bouthillier, near the 
south outline. It drains a considerahle extent of ,·olllltry. which is compa
r:<ti"l'iy leyel and contains good clay soil; it averages about fLfty links in 
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breadth, and has a good mill site near its conlluencl' with the rin'r du 
Lien·e. The largest and most northern ,'vater conrse is that ofrt'~1l'I'l"S cr.'ek 
which takes its rise near the north ontlillp of the township of Bouthillier, 
about twenty-two miles from its confltwn"e with the said rin'r dn Lien-e, 
About a mile from its mouth it forn,s a basin of considerable extent, com. 
monly called lake des Camps, which is lwari y fi ve hundred <\tTe:,; large. The 
an'rage breadth of said creek, anon' lake des Camp::;, i:-; about one I'hain and 
below it two chains. It tmYers,,::; nearly the whole length of its course a 
level country well adapted for agri,'nltural purposes, Arollnd the western 
portion of said lake des Call1P:'; and on both banks of the creek below the lakl', 
the country is all taken up by settlers, who grow a considerable quantity 
of grain and hay, Cont'el'lling the rinr du Licvre, I beg to state that its 
course is throughout n'ry rapid and often interrupted by sets of rapids of 
which :the Bobish, Deyil's, Long, Lambert's and Grenier's rapids are the mo,~t 
prominen t OUt's, The .. OUIl tryon both banks of the ri "1'1' is undulating 
al most le\'el, 1I0W and then in terseded by nano"Y ri. l~,'~ while the moun 
t ain chai1l6 from the in I t'rior shoal toward:,; the l'i ,-er, 

The land along iIi'> ",('stern and northern ~hor .. s trom lake des :-Iabl.':-; 
to the upper Lacoon CO)I;;i::;t:-; of good fanning land and i:-; ('apable of aCI'Oll\
modatillg a num bel' of settlers with good farm sih's, The .'ountry in ter:-;t'cted 
by the line betwe'>ll the st'cond and third range,; of the 'western portion of 
the towll,;hip a~ fas as sury"yecl is leyel and I'I)llsish of ~and and ..lay, The 
line between the fil':-;t and second ranges uf said WI',;teru portion pa:,:::;t',; 
through a country whi.'h i:,: mu"h cut up lly mOllntain chains, rnnnin~' 
in a north western direction; and ahout two thirds of tll\' land i:,: ullfit for 
the risill~' of gTaill. but would afford good pa~t 1l1';1~" 

The northpl'll portion of the township i:-; more adapted to fanning 
purpost',;, 011 account of its less mountainous nature. Th .. soil ,'oll:-;ist::; of 
..Jay and loam and is more al','e:-;sible from the ri\'er dn Liene. 

Of yaluabl.· timber, snch as pine, and tamarac, none is ldt neal' the 
banks of the riYt'r. but west of lake de.s Camps, in the \\'efitel'll and northern 
portion of the township, some of it is to be met with, not to say of the best 
quality, ~'et such as ','I'ould realize a fair price \Y hen brought to market.. .... 

(R. Rlluscher, ~.jth February, 1~G7,) 
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Township of Aberford. 

I haYI' delineated the natural features of the country on the plan here
with, such as mountains, s,vamps, burned lands, and the roads. The best 
part of tllt' land is situated on the south side of the west branch of the Dn 
Moine and at the north ,\est corner ofthe township, but there is rather better 
land out of the township around Sucker lake than there is in it. From 
Sucker lake, south westward, across Bear ri,rer towards the Deux Rivieres, 
there are very nice parcels of hardwood with what lumbermen would 
l'all scattering large w hi te pine. 

(Dililei/ll 8iJll'I((ir, 7th ::'.Iar!Oh, 1861.) 

Township of Aldfield. 

The land is chiefly a sandy loam; the township on the whole is yery 
'hilly and in some ph('es vcry ro('ky; it is well wooded and watered. The 
settlers make maple sugar in large quantities, 

The Le'st fishing lakes in this part of the province are in Aldfield and 
Cawood. 

I am confident that phosphate deposits will be found in Aldfield as 
the Tocks a~:"(lI'i~1ted with that economic mineral crop out in :-eyeml places. 

(E. 11hGJlttlt, :2l1d )Iay, ] Si8.) 

Township of Alleyn. 

The land throughout tlt" township of Alleyn ]:- chielly all fit for agri
cuJtmal pmpOEes, the wi! 1 eillg' g.'enerally a heayy loam, timbered chiefly 
with hard wood: any merchantable pine timber that is or has been in the 
said to,vllship is along the Cazabazua creek, Grave creek, and from lot 
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number twenty-se.en, on the sixth, seventh and eighth ranges, to lot number 
eighteen on said sixth, seventh and eighth ranges, the pine being' in all 
cases mixed with hard wood. 

There is no place in said township where pine timber has been or is 
now growing but has been culled and worked through. I consider that 
there is not sufficient timber left in said township to furnish materials for 
building purposes for the settlement of the township. 

There is no difficulty in haying roads in any part of said towil~hip a~ 
it is comparatiYely level and very free from swales or swamps. 

(John Holmes, 17th March, 1862.) 

Township of Boisclair. 

The area surveyed amounts to 8.70:2 acres. The nort.h bank of the 
Ottawa river which bounds this township to the sonth i~ bordered by a 
mountain whose height varies between 50 and :200 feet, and whose ~nrface 
is stony and uncllltivable, except in the Ottawa river range. in which the 
ground is flat and good and may be adnmtageollflly tilled. 

From the centre line to the eastern extremity of the towllship, the soil, 
though rolling. is first class and yery favorable to cultiyation. Thi,; part of 
the township is well wooded. The prilltip'llll1erchantable timber ('ollsists 
of yellow pine, hemlock and oak; maple pre,-ails in some spots; ha::s wood, 
elm, birch, white pine and cedar are also met with. A ('(msi(lerable amount 
of pine was cut this winter. 

From the centre line to the western limit of the towllship, the surfw:e 
is very mountainous and unfavorable to settlement, but going north, the 
land is more level and the soil better. In this part of the towllflhip and 
more to the north and west, fire, some years ago, destroyed all the timber; 
the new grovvth is composed of aspen, white birch, oak and pine from :2 to 
6 inches in diam~ter. 

(J-r. . .i.1Iichaud, 14th April, 1838.) 
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Township of Church. 

Tl1l' quality of the soil to a gTl'at extent is loam, and the timber mixed 
hard wood, with in some plaCl':'; a few pines. Towards the north west 
,'omer of the township the lalld is inferior, hut in other parts the land is of 
a good ordinary nature for a~:ri, ·nltma.l pnrsui ts. 

(James Ron!'!}. 1876.) 

Township of Clapham. 

The land through which I h:n'p surveyed is of a good ordinary nature, 
,lIld thp],p being' many good roads leading through the township. I have no 
douht but ere lOll!! it will become a good settlement. In the "icinity of 
lak., Hl,len and lake Kandikaginaw, the land is of a superior quality, and I 
thillk that, if it \\,.'1'1' the pleasure of the Gon'rnment to order the completion 
of the "HlT"Y ofthe township, it certainly would pro\'e a boon to colonization 

(.Tallies ROilE!}, 8th March, 18(j~1.) 

Township of Duhamel. 

P"titp nil'ie]'e, IYIH~re I b 'g';L1l this Sllrl"'Y, l'llllS through a \'ery large 
trad of tit.· l).'st of fartllill~' lands, and there art' immen'>e ,'alleys of le\'el 
land in all .1il't'dioIlS. I am informell that the land lying in the rear of that 
";lll'l"'\"'.ll ill Dllh:\mel t:; sn;wrior to th It indnl.·d within the r<l.nge line I 
h,noe already run, and la"t y •• ;t[ S ~\'eral se ttlers ha \'e !{one in and erected 
hnns.·:-: and aI',' makill~' farm5 for th~m~.·h".·5 in tlLlt tr<:1.ct of land, I"hich is 
of all '!llormous .:xtt'llt I :1l11 told. 

Alung the line in rlHr of the third Llll:;! th~ hn 1 i:l :';'c'lleral i~ of a level 
d"":"riptinn, and th'3 snb;oil day with loam on the top, Along the line bet· 
",.'.'11 the :;"I.:ond and third r:tn!!,','~ there are larg3 ",dl"y", ill v,hich the land 
is of a superior description, alld muny of the lots ar,~ alr>:l'iy taken up; the 
laud that I passed o\'er 011 the lill'3 betwe.m the first alld sl','olld ranges, is 
pretty good for farming; there are so:ue stony hills, th:1t will yet be 
required for building; purposes by s~ttlers; but in other places there are very 
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good valleys well adapted for settlement. The few lots in the first range 
on the point south of centre line is very rough, hilly and rocky, and will 
hardly ever be of any use only in some places for pasturage. 

The next place we came to worthy of remarking is the mllllllg claim 
of E. Wright and Mr. Leckie. I paid great attention to the survey of these 
mines, and it entirely corresponded with the local survey that those parties 
had heretofore performed. The outline between Guigues and Duhamel 
comes out in a bay in the mining location of Mr. Leckie, this outline passe:,; 
through a very fine tract, and the land is well adapted for settlements 011 

both sides of it. 

A great part of the township of Duhamel is very easily cleared, and the 
fire has passed over it and left the land almost ready for the plough. This 
is of great benefit to the early settler, and saves him a large amount of 
labor that he would otherwise have to perform. 

(James Roney, 7th June, 138--1.) 

All the land whi~h I sunreyed in this township was burnt over 
sixteen or eighteen years ago. The new growth is poplar, white birch, 
willow and cherry. A fe,,' small clumps of green wood are seen in moist 
places, near the streams, rivers and lakes. The burnt timber which is still 
standing, especially the cedar, of which there is a considerable quantity, 
may be used in the construction of the first houses of the settlers, and for 
firewood; but there will always be difficulty in procuring timber for :;aw
logs and building purposes. 

The Lac des Quin::e road, which crosses the townshir from east to west, 
is an old Inmber road and is of great use to the settlers. It is practicable for 
wheeled vehicles. The Paradis road is passable only in winter. 

'Water-power can be obtained on the Otter ri,'er, and 011 the north 
branch of the Little White Fish riYer by building dams at the head of the 
small rapids . 

.Moose Island. which contains a superficies of eighteen hU~ldre1 acre:-, 
h covered with growing timber. Young red pine predominates, and cedar, 
balsam, spruce and white birch are abundant. I found that it had been 
burnt over about fifty or sixty years ago; and that the largest timber did 
not exceed eighteen inches in diameter at the stump. 

20 
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I beO' leave to SU(J'O'est that this island be reselTeri as a source from o 00 

which timber may be procured for the futurtl requirements of colonization; 
and I have no doubt that it would be jn good hands if granted to the Lake 
Temiscamingue Colonization Society for this purpose. The soil on the island 
is very rich, being composed of grey ano yellow clayey earth, covered with 
a layer of mould from four to ten'inches in thickness. 

The silYer mine, sitnated at the north west an'2,'k of the township of 
Duhamel, is in operation since last spring. Crushing engines and steam 
drills have been set up. ;),>\"eral tons of mineral have been got out during 
the summer. }Ir. Wright, the proprietor, is about to go and set up a smelting 
furnace. 

(P.-T.-C. Dumais, 8th }Iarch, 1886.) 

Township of Dorion. 

This tract is naturally divided into four !STand di,isions, \\hich, for 
com"enience, I shall desi~nate the nort h eastern, the "on t h eastern, the 
middle and the western, and each having distinct and well defined pecu
liarities, claims and t'~pt.'cial notice, 

Firstly, the north eastern diyision compri,>es that portion extending trom 
the Kandika~ralllaw lake on the \y,~st, to Cherry c!'f'ek 011 the east, and from 
th" Pikanock riYer on the south to an unknown di"tall('e northward. This 
is an eleyated plateau slightly undulating and in parallelism to the Kandika
gama\Y lakp, in !.,\'cn81'al ,gradnally d"seell lillg to its frontier waters. The 
soil is of a light gTaYt'lly natnr ... hl~in!2,' "omposc'cl of a mixture of clay, sand 
and grayel, and occasionally small boulders or surface stones. 

The prenliling timber is h::ud wood, chiefly consisting of maple, beech. 
hirch, poplar, iron wood, and in some places bass wood, oak, elm and ash; 
soft wood is rarely to be met with, t'xcept in the immediate yieinity of 
lakes or streams. A considerable proportion is small, apparently of recent 
growth, leading to the belief that, at no very remote period, this locality has 
he en visited by destructive fires. Very little water is to be met with in 
traversIng this district; the numerous rills met in the spring are only tempo
rary and are fur the most extent dry in summer. This section is well fit for 
settlem'n t. 



307 

Secondly, the south eastern division comprises that portion extend
ing from Otter lake and the Pikanock river, on the north and west, to 
the Danford lake and Kazabazua river on the east and south. I k now less 
of this section except from report than any of the others, describin g what I 
have observed and the analogy between it and the remainder. This tract, 
with the exception of a range of :fiat hills extending along Otter lake and 
the Pikanock river a little beyond where it is intersected by the lilll' formerly 
between Stanhop~ and Clapham, is a low :fiat country in tersp~r:;~d with :fiat, 
conical hillocks, somewhat resembling shocks of hay on d meadow. Th~ soil is 
various, consisting here of clay, there of saud, and again a mixture of both. 
Ther~ are very few lakes, but a goodly number of wild meadows. The 
timber is mixed wood, soft wood predominating in the low lands; pine is 
abundant and of excellent quality; and a great quantity of saw logs is 
annually made here by Gilmour &, Co. From what I have seell and heard 
this section is well adapted for settle men t. 

Thirdly, the middle division comprises that portion between th,) .Pika
nock River, Otter lake and lake Dumont. In respect of quality or ::,;oil, this 
division may be divided into two sections the northern and the southern ; 
the northern section comprises that portion descending' toward the waters 
of lake Dumont, extending for the grc'ater part sonth of the north ontline of 
Clapham; this, though somewhat broken and irregular, contains much 
good land, covered with a splendid growth of maple, beedl, birch, bass 
wood, and is partly set down as very eligible land for settlt'm2ut. The 
southern section comprises the remainder; the surface of this portion is very 
much broken, irregular hills, mural precipices and strewn with myriads of 
boulciers of all shapes and dimensions, w,~iC\'hillg from many tons to a 
single pound, some angular, others well rounded, and in such profusion 
that it would seem as if they were showered upon it from the heavens like 
a hail storm in a heavy wind. ~lally isolated spots of go xl land are here 
and there to b~ found, but too limited to be recommtlnded as available for 
settlement. The hills on :he south and west sides are generally covered 
with pine, and on the north and east with hard wood A great quantity of saw 
logs have been made here. I ha\'e observed through this section a curious 
geological pht3110menon. It is a well established fact that during" the dilu· 
vial formation, the glacial drift moved from a north eastern direction towards 
the south, leaving in a broken country the north eastern slopes bare and 
mural, depositing the debris on the south western limbs, filling their crevices 
and fissures and forming g-radual slopes with a southern aspect. Here 
the case is reversed and the current seems to have proceeded from the oppo-
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sitt~ cour,,;,,, for the soath \vesteru slopes are bare and precipitous, and the 
north eastern gradual, co\'ered with these dillwial stones to which I have 
already reft>rred. To account satisfactorily for this seeming contradictioR 
in science, it appears to me t.hat the freighted wave, shortly after passing. 
here met a nJll trary and :-;t ronger ClUfellt from the south, forcing the glacial 
one had;;:. and the southern \Van~ 1ving' warm~r speedily dissolved the berg, 
dropping: ill piles innumerable it:-; lu<:~kless. unwieldy burden. From the 
foreg-oin~' it is manil~'"t that this may be classed amongst those districts 
unfit for settlement. 

Fourthly, the Wl'",tc'rn di\'ision comprises the portion west of Pike-nock 
nver. It may be subdiYided into two sections, the north eastern and the 
!!onth \,"el'tel'll. The north eastern section comprises the belt extending 
from the IJikanock riYer to Moore's lake, thence along a chain of lakes to 
Hit,key'" lah, aud northward he yond Squaw lake, an unascertained dis
tance. Tlw; ':untaill~ some of the best land in this survey, p.lrticularly that 
011 the north of "(Iua\\, lake to the riv('r. The soil generally is a rich black 
mould Oll ~l "nhstratull1 "relay. The surfac~e is a little broken and the hills 
arable to Ill"11' :-;nmmih. and covered with a heavy growth of mixed large 
timber. 'I'h"re i~ much maple. birL·h, bass wooJ, beech, pin~ and balsam: 
Great (Inctlltitir'''' of pine arc' annually manufactured in the east side of this 
"edion. It h \Yell fit for settlement. The south western comprises the 
l"'lllaind,'J' 01 this di,·ision. remarkable for its elevation, sterility and the 
"Xl,'llt of it;-; pineries. ~Ill<'h square timber has been manufactured here; it is 
a lurbiddill'2 io.aluy for the agriculturist. 

From til<' pref'f·dill~ Imperfect sketches, yon will perceive that in my 
opinion all ~hllhnp,· and the unsun'eyed lands immediately north of it, are a 
fit and dt'sirahle 10l·~tlit r for colonization, as well as that portion of Clapham 
east of the Kandikagiw<lw lake, and south and east of the Pikanock river 
and Otter Jake, and that as soon as convtanient, it should be made available 
to the ,,··ttler. Aho all the coun try surrounding lake Dumont, that portion of 
Clapham \H·.-t of the riYer Pikanock, Huddersfield, northward of a line 
joining :"10,,1'<' and Hickey's lakes, and the lands immediately north of it are 
all well fit fur colonization. 

(J.-L.-P. O'Hanl./j, 29th October, 1860.) 
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The land in the southern, western and middlp portions of the township 
of Dorion is comparath-ely level and well suited for succe<;sful cultivation; 
the prevailing timber is hard wood, and the soil is for the most part a sandy 
loam, and in some places a clay loam. There is a continual Sl1<:ce,.;sion of 
hard wood ridges with cedar, tamarac or balsam swamps intervening' ; 
these swamps are of limited extent and will be rather an advantage to the 
settler than otherwise as they contain a rich alluyial soil, wllshed down 
from the adjacent hills, and serve to furnish him with fence tlm\wr and 
sometimes with wild hay and water for his horses and cattle. 

The ninth range and the seventh and eighfh ranges east of the (;entre 
line are not so well situated for agriculture as the residue of the township; 
the land is more uneven and rocky; pine and bals:un are the prevailing' 
timber, there are however occasional spots of good hard wood land to be 
found even here; there is a considerable quantity of merchantable white 
pine timber, and some red pine in this portion of the township, and it is 
easily transported to the Gatineau river, by three different rouies, 

I have found it extremely difficult to draw a line of division between 
the different descriptions of timber growing upon the land, as in most cases 
hard wood and pine are to be found in the township of Dorion intermixed 
together. I have, however, endeavoured to follow the spirit of the instruc
tions which I have received from the Crown Lands Department in that 
respect; the opinion advanced by interested parties that pine timber only 
growf. upon soil of inferior quality is merely a popular falla<;y, which 
the experience of eyery practical farmer and lumberer on the Ottawa, 
proves to be incorrect, for it is a fact that cannot be disputed that the lw,~t 
quality of white pine timber is usually found growing among hard wood; 
and that the most productive farms in this section of the prodnce \ven' in 
their primiti ve state, covered by a very considerable porportion of pine timber. 

In my opinion, the township of Dorion offers many advant:1!!e:-; to the 
settler; the soil is good, and it is accessible at all se!Jsons of the year; 
waggon roads lead to the eastern boundary, and one made ill AU2,'ust leads 
through the third range to the Ronde Raggem lake; there it' :lISO a guod 
winter road to the north end of said lake; it is also at a compar:ltl\'C'ly con
veuien t distance from saw mills, grist mills, church,·:;, stores, post-office:;, 
and besides the manufacture of saw logs is carried on to a (,oll~iJerable 
extent in the vicinity, and will afford a profitable market to the settlers 1'01' 

their surplus produce, and gi\Te constant employment to themselves awl 
their teams during the winter. 

(James MeA d/lil i', ~7th October, 1864.) 
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Townships of Duhamel, Laverlochere and Guigues. 

The soil throughout these townships i., an excellent marl, varied 
occasionally by a lighter black, loamy soil. There can be no doubt of the 
excellence of the quality of this soil as witnessed by its producing qualities. 
The only point about it at all open to question is, as to the suitability ofthe 
climate, where late frosts in the spring and early frosts in the autumn 
preyail. 

It is of importance to the solution of this question, to have the evidence 
of a resident who has cultivated his land for twenty-three (23) years past; 
and ''I'ho assured me that. with the exception of the season of 1885, he had 
always st'cured his crops in excellent time and condition, ha,-ing taken the 
lle,'l'S:';;ll'Y precaution of the early sowing of his grain. Of this season's 
growth, I c;tn speak from personal observation, and I must say that the 
wheat, b:ul .. y, rye and oats were well headed and fully matured; this, 
together with the appearance of the han-ested fields, promised a very heavy 
yield per al.'l'l', I am of opInion, however, that as a cattle raising country, 
it has no superior with a similar climate; here, timothy could be seen from 
three and one-half to four feet high; 'lnd the aftergrowth in the m~adows 
presented a mass of matted vegetation, in which the clover leaves had 
assumed the largest dimensions. The certainty of crops maturing before 
the autumn frosts will be ensured when the area of cultivated land is 
largely iltlTl'asl'd, and, aboye all, when each farmer adopts some system of 
drainage, whereby. owing to the clayey nature of the soil, much of its 
superfluous moisture will be drained off, instead of undergoing the present 
slow prOt'''S'' of absorption and eYaporation, As it is, owing to this excess 
of moistul'e, the crops continue growing into that season when they should 
be ripenillg. 

The country is one eminently suited to settlement, both on account of 
the naturl~ of the soil and the present easy means of acl'l'ss to it. In addi
tion, the larger portion is so thoroughly burnt over, that a very limited 
amount of labor will prepare it for the plough. A youth of nineteen 
prepared 1 wei \'e acres of land in the autumn of one year for the following 
spring ploughing. In many places, with the exception of an occasional 
bluff of balm of gilead and aspen (some as large as two feet in diameter), 
nothing remains of the original forest but here and there a solitary enduring 
pine, with the last traces of its fellows disappearing from the ground 
about it. 



311 

Lumbering operations are being carried on within twenty miles of lake 
Temiscamingue, so that employment can be very easily hld during the 
winter montha. The enormous numbers of men and teams thus employed 
afford, and will afford for years, a most ad"antageous market for all produce. 
This autumn one farmer sold forty tons of hay at $40 a ton, whilst oats 
were worth. 60c. to 75c. a bushel; thus, a settler is certain of more than a 
fair remuneration for his labor. 

The sub·divided portion of the township of Duhamel is much encrt/ach
ed on by isolated ridges of bare rocks, leaving, however eighty per cent 
of available land, I should estimate. The VI range contains nearly 100 per 
cent of land, whilst, in range VII these ridges become morel numerous 
towards the southern portion. 

Ranges I, II and III of the township of Laverlochere have the value of 
their southern portions from the centre line much interfered with by these 
ridges: this is also the case with the undivided portion of this township, 
leaving the land in rear of range III, on the north side of the centre line, 
as that which is best suited for further :mb-di vision. A reference to the 
aecompanying plan will show, approximately, what the nature ofthe timber 
is. I am therefore of opinion that the north half, from the centre line, of 
ranges III, IV and V only, could be sub-divided without interfering with 
the lumbering int erests, as there the growth is almost entirely aspen and 
bal m of gilead. 

The township of Guigues has very few rocky ridges in it; a border 
along the shores of lake Temiscamingue, and a very few in the interior, 
leave a very large proportion of land available for cultivation. Ranges V 
to IX might be sub·ui,·ided without getting into the actual pine lands; as, 
with the exception of scattered trees, the growth, where not burnt over, is 
balm of gilead and aspen, with a few spruce. 

There is a large proportion of the Isle du College co\'ered with red and 
white pine; the land on these ridges is rocky and stony, leaving a few 
limited valleys of land fit for cultivation between them. All the shores are 
rocky, and pine-covered as well; and in my opinion the opening of this 
island to settlement wonld be an injustice to the owner of the timber on it. 

Isle Brule, lying just to the north of Isle du College, and of about the 
same size, is an island entirely destitute of timber, but on which there is 
excellent soil. At present, there are several settlers on it, who are much 
inconvenienced by the want of bounds, and each others' consequent 
encroachmen ts. 

(W.-A. Ashe, 1887.) 
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Township of Fabre. 

The physical aspect of this township is not the most inviting at first 
sight from lake Temiscamingue, as the few mountains or rather high grounds 
forming its shore for about half its breadth are rocky and barren, giving 
the impression that the rear country can possess no facilities for colonization. 
How~yer, by going back a little from the shore on the east side, one is 
astonished and delIghted to find there immense flats of fine, slightly rolling 
land, with an excellent soil for the most difficult grain growing. The soH 
is composed of a strong, grey clay loam, covered to a depth of 8 inches with 
vegetable mould. The mountains only occur in the first and second ranges, 
where they occupy about a quarter of those two ranges and are from 150 
to 400 feet high. The remainder of the ground, as well n,s in the third and 
fourth ranges (although cut here and there by small rocks) may be consid
ered first class land for colonization. 

About two thirds of this township have been ravaged by fire, in the 
northern part, since some 18 or 20 years, and in the southern at a later 
period (some 7 or 8 years). The new growth in these brules consists of 
aspen, white birch, poplar, willow and cherry. The third centre is covered 
with fine growing timber of all kinds, such as white spruce, cedar, fir, 
white birch, tamarac, red pine, cypress, white pine, maple, mountain ash, 
willow and hazel. The largest trees vary from 10 to 30 inches in diameter, 
but nearly the whole of the merchantable pine has been cut off by the 
limit owners and the proof of this is found in the fact that no more 
lumbering has been carried on f0r some years. 

The land is well watered by the small rivers" Young," " Lavallee" 
and" Grier ", and also by numerous brooks whose banks are not very high 
in many places, and offer an incomparable soil for hay-growing. On the 
first of these rivers. much work was done for a distance of 12 to 15 miles 
to facilitate the descent of saw logs, and the same remark applies to the 
second but only for a distance of 4 to 5 miles. 

On each of these rivers, it will be easy to obtain water powers by COll

structing dams on the little rapids. These powers wonld not be .ery great, 
but they would be enough to run saw and grist mills for the use of the 
future settlers. 

The limit owners, who get out timber at 12 or 15 miles to the east of 
the lake have cut two roads which traverse the surveyed part from east to 
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west; these roads are very practicable, especially the one which passes in 
the neighborhood of " Young Creek" and crosses it on the third ranO'e bv 

~ -
means of a bridge which cost from $200 to $250, and which was constructed 
last summer to replace another that had fallt'n into ruin. The other road 
which starts from lot 18 of the second range is not so much used, but it is 
in passable state and wiil be of great utility to the nl'W sttlers. 

(P.-T.-C. Dill/lui" 12th May, 1888.) 

Township of Guigues. 

In the township of GuiguelS, the land along lake Temiscamingue, up 
to the north of the river Abbaka, is rough and hilly, but from that river 
upwards it is of a more level description. In rear of the first range from 
centre line down to outline, over southern part of the towllship, the fire, 
I think, has burnt about one half of the wood and a good part of the land 
will be easily cleared and made ready for crop. There are beautiful valleys 
through this tract of land, and the soil is very good. All of the woods north 
of the centre line are a heavy green bush, and in general well timbered with 
good hard wood of a sound nature. Along the second, third and fourth 
range line, the land in general is pretty le,rel, and exceedingly well adapted 
for agricultural pursuits. Around the large bay from the mouth of Ottertail 
river, up to Grand Depot, the land is very low, and the high water in 
the spring floods the shore for quite a distance. I found very little sandy 
land in either the towm,hips of Guigues 01' Duhamel, the soil being chiefly 
loam, and the subsoil clay of the very best farming descriptions. I found 
those two townships well watered with abundance of springs, brooks and 
rivers, all of which contained the very best of drinking water. 

(James Roney, 7th J nne, 1884.) 

The physical character of this township, is well suited to t!w prO~T'~C;:-; 
of colonization. The land in general is slightly rolling, 110t to say level. 
The soil, which is composed of a greyish clayey earth, mixed in many places 
with black mould, is admirably snited to the growth of cereals. Oil the 
tops of the small hills, the soil is yellow, sometimes rich and occasionally 
sandy. 
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The southern half of this township has been ravaged by fire. Never
theless in the 7th, 8th and 9th ranges, wherever the ground is low and 
very le,'el, there are strips of several hundred acres each, which have escaped 
the -fire and on which the primCBval forest still stands. The young growth 
in the bndes i:, the same as in Fabre, but there are more spaces varying 
from:5 to 10 acre:" which are real meadows and on which wild hay grows 
in abundance. 

The northern part is still coyered with fine gro\ving timber such as 
w hi t\' spruce, cedar, fir, red and whit e pine, white birch, aspen and yellow 
birch, ranging from 10 to 3.5 inches in diameter. Along the streams, there 
is also a good deal of aider. 

In the northern part and especialy in the .icinity of the river des 
Quinze, there is still a certain q llantity of merchantable white and red pine. 

The Otter ri,-er, which waters the southwestern portion of the town
ship, is a strc'alll with an ayerage hreadth of 100 feet, navigable without 
interruption for a distalll'e of 9 to 10 miles from its mouth, when the level 
of the lake is not very low. It i~ used as a means of communication by the 
new settlers. TIH're ar,' no mountains in this township; there are only a 
few rocb. of small ,'xtent, on the first four lots of the 6th and 7th ranges, 
near the southern outline and on the ten or twelve last lots of the 8th and 
'lth ranges near the river des Quinze. 

This last rinr, which forms the northern boundary of the township, 
is tIl\' continuation of the ri ,'er Ottawa; its breadth oyer the still waters 
is from :3 to 15 ,·h~\iIlS. There are two falls on the fourth range, and four 
on the fifth rang'" capable of supplying very important water powers. Ou 
th •. ' eighth and ninth ranges, then, are se\Teral rapids and cascades which 
wind between se'-eral islands. 

On the sixth and seventh ranges, there are three little lakes in which 
pike abound. Lake Sassaganigon, situated at the depth of the ninth range, 
:>eell1ed to me pretty large (-1 or 5 miles long,) and possesses bays and islands. 
Pike, trout, white fish :lnd pickerel are plentiful in its waters. The banks 
of this lake are high in some places and in others there are fine sand 
beaches. Dams haye been erected at its discharge to back up the water and 
facilitate the descent of saw logs to the Otter river. 

1'0 sum up, this township offers all the advantages that could be 
desired for settlement. The soil is very fertile and easy to clear. There are 
liO stones; in fact, I had in certain places to have some carried a distance of 
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over two miles for my bound.aries. I do not hesibte to add that it is one 
of the finest townships in the Province of Quebec, for settlement purposes. 
And now that we have easy and direct communication with the trade 
centres, it will not fail to be settled up rapidly, judg-ing espl'I:'ially from the 
progress aBd advancement of its neighbor, Duhamel. 

(P.-T.-C. DUIJI~;". l~th May, 1888.) 

Township of Huddersfleld. 

Respecting the fitness of this township for settlement, I haye to state 
that it is well watered with springs and brooks, and generally well timbered 
with a mixture of hard and soft wood, chiefly maple, birch and beech, while 
pine, balsam, fir and cedar prevail in wet and moist places. The soil is loamy, 
in parts strong, but well adapted in parts for cultintion, "ith beautiful flats 
easily cleared for agrieultural purposes. Of this extent twenty per cent may 
be deducted for strong swampy and broken land, leaving about one hun
dred and sixty-six lots, of one hundred acres each, fit for settlement; with 
respect to the northerly and westerly part of the township, the land is of a 
superior quality, the surface not so much broken as the part already described, 
well watered with springs and brooks, and the preyailing timber chiefly 
hard wood. The westerly part of the township not being so much mixed 
with soft wood as the part already described. The soil is good and loamy 
with beautiful flats, well adapted for cultivation. The ground being covered 
with snow prevented me from examining the geolo~'i\'al features of the 
country as much as I could wish. I am, howe,Ter, prepared to state that 
limestone will be found in the township sufficient for building' and agri-
cultural purposes. . 

(P. Gr[jfin,1870.) 

The land, as is usual after leaving the valley of the Ottawa, is rough 
and mountainous, but there are some tracts quite equal to the settled por
tion ofPontefract ; on the whole. I don't think it falls far short of Pontefract 
as a field for colonization; there are a considerable deposits of pine which 
still yield large profits to the lumberer, although they have been worked for 
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twenty years; there are large tracts of hard wood also generally growing on 
strong soil. Many years will not elapse before hardwood from the Coulonge 
and Black rivers will be generating steam 011 the Ottawa or on its shores 
and affording immediate remuneration to the farmer for clearing the land. 

(8.-L. Brabazon, 1872.) 

Townships of Leslie and Cawood. 

On passing the corner post between Clapham and Alleyn, I found it 
was obliterated; therefore I renewed it by planting a good large square post 
in its place, and blazed around it as witnesses. 

Owing to the great fires that have heretofore taken place in this locality, 
the original posts and lines are nearly all burnt away, and in order to find 
the place of the northerly post between Leslie and Cawood, I was compelled 
to trace and blaze anew the outline between those two townships from 
Grave Creek lake, to the point of intersection with the Clapham southerly 
outline. 

After having found this point, I planted a good large post square ~md 
duly marked on north side Clapham, on east side Cawood, and on west 
side Leslie, lot number one. 

From this post, I continued due west to open up, blaze anew, cut out, 
and plant pickets on the original outline, between Clapham and Leslie, 
planting lot posts at the perpendicular breadth of each thirteen chains for 
Leslie, until I intersected the centre line between lots numbers twenty-six 
and twenty-sen'n. which I blazed anew. 

Although in some places the country on the 110rtherly outline is some
\vhat rough, still the land is pr0dudi1,'e and yields goods crops, more 
especially of fine hay, and the generality of those occuping land ha\re good 
houses, and are pretty well off. 

This country is 1,'ery well supplied with springs, brooks, rivers and 
lakes, of which the \\'akrs are pure and \rery heaithy. Some of the lakes are 
of a good size, and very plentifully supplied wi.th choice fish, and lovers of 
trout come from a distance to feast from those lakes. The Kazabazua river 
runs through a large portion of this survey; it is a nice stream; the banks 
in places being low, and affording the best of pasturage for cattle. There 
are many mill sites on this river. 
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Geological research has not much been followed in the county of 
Pontiac, up to the present period, although I am led to belieye that there 
are minerals in abundance in this locality. During this survey, I found 
indications of minerals on the lots adjacent to Cawood and Le~lie division 
line. I also considered that I found indications of millf~ra.ls on the outline 
approaching to Moore's lake, situated at the western part of this survey. 
This lake is almost iurrounded by a range of hills, and although I had not 
time to make a diligent search, still I think there are minerals to be found 
in this vicinity. 

(.Jaws Rone!J, 9th April, 1881.) 

Township of Lorrain. 

The soil on the portion sun-eyed is very suitable for cultivation, being 
composed of black, grey and yellow earth, of excellent quality. About two· 
thirds of the land were burnt over at the same time as that of the township 
of Duhamel; the rest is covered with mixed green wood, such as balsam, 
spruce, yellow birch, white birch and poplar. White pine is yery scarce 
and of no importance for commerce. 

(P.-T.-C. Dumais, l886.) 

Township of Mansfield. 

The land on the east side of the Coulon~'e is generally good farming 
land and will, in all probability, soon be all taken up. The land for the first 
mile and a half, on the west of the Coulonge, has been in great measure 
stripped of timber by fire; it is rather poor soil, but it will also be in 
a great measure soon taken up; beyond that to the centre line, the land 
is very rough on the fifth range; on the sixth range it is not quite of such 
a mountainous character, but it is pretty rough. Here are large tracts 
covered with sugar maple, which will lead to a great deal of the land being 
taken up for sugar bush, being comparatively worthL.·ss for anything else. 

The centre line throughout is about the roughest line of the same extent 
I e,-er saw; there are three precipices considerably on')' two hundred feet 
high that cross it nearly at right angles. 
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The portion of the fifth range south of the large lake is fit for settle
ment, but is rather isolated; the portion of the sixth range north of the large 
lake, say, from lot number thirtY-2ight, is quite worthless, except a small 
,alley that runs from the west end of this lake towards Waltham. 

(S.-S. Braba:;otl, 19th :Jlay, 1866.) 

Township of Sheen. 

Finding th., land very rough, rocky and apparently useless (for agricul
turnl purposes) in the l,-icinity of the upper or north western boundary. on 
the eighth and ninth range line, I thought it beUflr to discontinue the latter 
lint's which I did at the post between the lots forty-nine and fifty. 

The p(~ninsula at the eastern extr"ll! i t)" of til,' eleven th rall~'" I thong-ht 
be&t not to ;-;nbdivide into lot,.:. 

From the pecnli'1r shape orthat portion of the eleventh range, which is 
bounded by lake' :JIc·Gillin:ty, and the g'enerally po)r quality of the land 
composill0,' it, I did not think it ad'\'islhk to layout any lots in the eleventh 
ran0,'" to front on that lake. 

This sect ion of country, though hilly, is not after the first mountain. 
range is ''1'oS,~t'd so mueh so as might be expedt,d. It is far less so than 
either e'hi('h,'ster or \Taltham, in which latt,'r township, especially, the 
mounhiins extend far into the interior, along Black riYtH. Still, Sheen is 
far from bein~' a lenl trad, particularly along the south eastern boundary 
and tlw north western so far as obsen'ed from the end of the eighth and 
ninth rang'e line. where it is yery hilly. There are some pretty extensive 
yuli,'Ys, and the soil which, in most places, consists of a sandy loam, is good 
and productive, yieldin~ quick and abundant returns for the trifling 
amount of labor ,,,hich it requires. It is also easily cleared, excepting in 
the districts where pille much predominates. 

The snow co,'ering the ground prevented my observing the nature of 
th,' soil as often as I desired, and rendered it particularly difficult to say 
where it was stony and where tho reverse, I observed it to be thin in 
many ph'!:'s and consider that a considerable portion of it is strong, but 
quite ayailable for pasture land, if not, in every instance, for raising cereals. 
Good wheat and oats artl continually grown by the squatters 02cupying 
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the cleared lands there; and one of them, .Tames Tallen, informed me tlut 
he had sold a considerable quantity of flour last y,'ar, after supplying the 
wants of a numerous families, which many farmers in the oldest settlements 
cannot assert. 

White pine is so generally mixed with tht~ other woods throughout 
this region, that it is difficult to :-;ay where it predominates; it i-s least 
abundant towards the northern angle of the distrid ill question. and most 
plentiful in the vicinity of the large bk,~". The mark"tahl(, quali ty of pilw 
has been greatly thinned out and is likel y to be completel y <'nt a wa~" Dnring' 
the coming winter a great scarcity ot"red pine i:-; obscn'abk it only ha,"in![ 
been met with in any quantity in the vicinity of lake JI,·Giliin-ay. On the 
eleventh and twelfth range line, another peculiarity 'which I obs~n'ed i" 
the unusual scarcity of cedar, even on the shores of the lakes, where gelH'
rally in other localities it is to be found. 

This portion of Sheen is essentially a hardwood country, and. as will 
be obsen-ed from the plan, is well waterl'd, the water ill most of the brooks 
and lakes being very good. Fish abound ill all the large lakes. The 
varieties consists of pike, picki'rel, bass and trout, chielh, but I ('onld not 
ascertain that fishing was pnrsue,l to any grclt t'xt,'nt hy th,~ s\'ttl,"rs. 

There is a fine tract of hard wood land extending' from tIlt' rear of t h:.' 

township, northwards towards the Sayer and Black ri n'rs. and if this road 
were prolon~ed so (lS to strik, on·, or tIL) other of those strf~aIl1S, th, good, 
that it would effect in opening up an ,'xtellsin trae ! of country an i 
de"eloping its resources, i" well worthy of YOll!' cOl1sider,ltion. 

In addition to the remark.,; cOlltained ill the foregoin;' report, I Ill:1,\" 

mention that we met with no burnt country, ex~:\'pting in til,> Yi<'inity of 
westerly end of the eighth and nidh rd.ll~'<~~ lill('. where the ra\"a;'e-.; of the 
fire appearec: to be very limited inl'xtent and partial in de~Tel~. Tlv stream, 
empty in the Ottawa ri'-er by the Oiseau Oil the west, and into th~ Black 
river by the McGillinay brook ill the east. ~olle of the \Yelter.;; north of 
the seventh and eighth range line appear to discharge diredl V into till' 
Ottawa, excepting those of the Oisean brook. The section now sllrveyec. 
comprises therefore a portion of the height of land betw(~~n the Ottawa and 
Black rivers and consequently contains few streams of any size. 

(S.-T.-A. Evans, 25th }Iay, 18G7.) 
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The country comprised within the limits of this survey i8 generally 
hilly; it is well watered by small streams, springs and lakes. The soil is 
generally good and abundant, consisting of various kinds of loam, such as, 
where cultivated as in other part.;: of the township, yield highly remune. 
rative crops of wheat, oat.s and hay. The timber on the eastern portion 
('ollsi~ts chiefly of ha.rd wood, maple, beech, yellow birch and iron wood 
with a few pate-h.':,; of \vhite bin'h and iron wood; in one or two places, 
towards the w','skl'll end, white pine predominates, and is of good quality, 
and seemingly sound, cedar was noticed only in two localities, and there 
only within very circumscribed limits, red pine and hemlock are almost 
absent, some on 1he mountain near the eastern extremity of the northern 
boundary and as usual, in this sectiml of country, white spruce and balsam 
are found almost enlrywhere. The rock expo,mres, where observed, COil' 

sist of granite and gneiss, the pri miti \'13 fonnation. 

I am pleased to ha\'e to report that the easterly portion, more than half 
of tlll' ahon' mentioned ~,·(·tiUll ofSb.een is a good agricultural country, the 
part 11".11' Ether, in the ,'i!,\'hth and ninth rallg~s is very unpromising, but in 
th,' tenth, el"wen th and twelfth ranges, the land seems equally good 
throughout The country is hilly, but the soil consists of a good and pro· 
ducti,-e loam. 

(S.·T-A. Evans, 19th January, 1876.) 

Township of Thorne. 

The land across the front of Thome, from the Litehfield outline to lot 
number forty-four, is in some pla,·e.~ rough aud strong, and although many 
of the lots are occupied and improved upon, still, I hope that they may be 
found to be more aiapted for mining operations, then they are for agricul· 
tural pursuits. The land from lot number fortyfour, south easterly to the 
gore ofThorn'~ outline, is the same as the land ill general throughout this 
township; the soil i~ of ,lll ordinarily good description, and although the 
featur,_·s of the (ullntry are hilly, the hills ill general are covered with rich 
loamy soil, and ha\'ing' Imown the township of Thorne for the past 30 
y,~ars, I consider the land on the hills equally as good for far!lling purposes 
as that in the valley::;. and the settlers in general are very comfortable in 
this township. 
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From the south west corner post of the gore of Thorne, the land along 
the outline up to Philip's lake, is all cleared, and in summer some of it is 
cropped, and a portion of it is kept in meadowing for hay, and the remain
der for pasturage .. The soil is very light, although the farmers occupying 
some of the land and living proximate to this outline, have very good 
buildings and very good, large stocks of cattle, and they live well. The 
land ~n the south east side of Philip's lake, I belie\Te, i.s almost <111 located, 
and, although it is somewhat rough and stony on the hills adjacent to the 
lake. I found the remainder of the soil heavier and better up to the Aldfield 
outline than that I surveyed on the north west side of the lake. 

There is a large range of mountains running along the north side of 
Philip's lake, which I am of opinion contains iron ore and perhaps other 
minerals. Those mountains are of gigantic size, and should they be found 
to contain iron ore in abundance, may, in a future day, prove of value to 
the country. The land along the northern outline of Onslow is good for 
farming, and the lots are principally all taken up. The soil is chiefly of a 
heavy, loamy nature, and the country is high and dry. The landscape on 
the north west side of Wolfe lake offers every ad \'antage whereon to build 
a village, and, as this is a good farming country, perhaps, the time is not 
far distant when they may succeed in their intention. Towards the north 
east end of this outline, I found a large portion of the land in Onslow well 
cleared and valuable. 

The townships along these outlines that I haVE; surveyed are the most 
superior for agricultural pursuits that we have in this country, many of 
the farmers being rich, and the mechanics in general very comfortable. 
There is a largQ amount of produce, and of horses, eows, sheep, pigs and 
poultry exported from those townships, and the dealers in butter and 
eggs find a large field for their line of business in this locality. The country 
is well supplied ,vith springs, brooks, rivers and lakes, all of which contain 
pure, healthy water. 

(James Roney, ~4th May, 1881.) 

The soil in the gore of Thorne is in general of a loamy nature, and, 
although the country is in some parts stony, still the land is productive 
and well adapted for agricultural pursuits. The greater part of the lots 
that I have surveyed are taken up, some by settlers living in Bristol and 
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Clarendon, and a large portion by settlers living on them. Those living 
on the land have good buildings and ~ good stock of all kinds of cattle, and 
speak very highly of the country. There is a good main road leading 
through the gore of Thorne. 

The township of Thorne is a large and prosperous settlement, which 
has been for the last thirty years rapidly settling, and although in places it 
is somewhat mountainous, still in general the soil is of that quality of loam 
which is very productive, enabling the settlers to live comfortably. Inearly 
years, this was one of the best townships for pine timber that we have had 
in this country. 

The mineral resources of this towmhip have received very little attention 
from any geologist up to the present date, alth~ugh I have found a large 
amount of local attraction in various places, more especially on the outline 
between Thorne and the gore of Thorne. From the geological features of 
this country, I believe this local attraction to arise froll1 the existence of 
iron ore, which I found on the third range on the outline I ha\'e alreadv 
mentioned. 

The Quiyo river take its rise in two branches, well up towards the north 
west end of this township. It offers many valuable mill privileges, and its 
waters are pure a11<l healthy to drink. It runs o,'er many miles of country 
and empties its waters into the Ottawa river at t3e Quiyo village. During 
olden times this river has been famed for pine timber in the lumber markets 
of our country, and at the present moment it is considered a great boon by 
the many farmers that graze their cattle along its banks. There are also 
numerous springs, brooks and lakes which abound with trout in this town
ship, and it is as well watered as any other township we have in the 
Ottawa valley. 

(James Roney, 28th January, 1882.) 

Township of Waltha.m. 

I commenced operations by starting the line which forms the rear or 
western boundary of range C ; as will be seen by my plan, the contour of 
this line with some few exceptions is very uneven, and the adjoining lots, 
generally bpeaking, very uninviting for settlement; the last or ninth range, 
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however, is superior 10 any of the others; the country lying between this 
line and the Black river is very much broken; there are a few good flats, 
though not very extensive, particularly on the north side, extending from 
the river to the foot 01 the range of hills which lie along on ea0h side. The 
best and, in fact, speaking as a whole, the available part of the township is 
embodied in the seventh, eighth and ninth ranges; that portion of the 
township included between the line dividing the sixth and seventh ranges 
and the third range line is a rough, rocky and for the most part a dry, 
burnt country. There are certainly some spots that are fit for cultivation, 
but no large tracts in block. For this reason, I concluded not to run the line 
dividing the fifth and sixth ranges, as it would only incur a useless expen
diture ; it can never be made available for !Settlement. 

(Joseph White, 6th December, 1866.) 
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COUNTY OF PORTNEUF. 

Township of Bois. 

The portions of the first two ranges of this township, which have been 
subdivided into farm lots, on each side of the river a Pierre, are quite 
suitable for culti,'ation and settlE'ment, although the soil is stony and 
:;andy. The land near the riyer is undulating and even for a sufficiently large 
,'p~ll'~ to allow the settlers to clear their lots, erect houses and make roads. 
These lots are for the most part timbered ,yith white sprnce, balsam and 
YL'llow aud ,vhite birch, generally of good gro,yth, giving reason to infer 
that the soil i" fertile. 

TIll' part of the third range between lots 8 and 21 appeared to me also 
as suitable for .:lllti vation and settlemen t as the two ranges just described. 
1 cannot, howl',",'r, say as much for the ranges which I surveyed and sub
didded Oll the south "ille of the riYer Batiscan, where the greater part of 
the land appeared to me to be unsuitable for cultivation or settlement, 
owing to the "teL'plll'c-S of the mountains and their proximity to the river. 
,Yith t he I~xcpption of some thirty lots 011 which a few chains ill width of 
alhHialland may be fonnd, thi:; trad is quite unfit for farming operations. 

The north ,~ille of the river Datiscan did not appear to me be any better 
thall the :;outh side. The only thing which might induce a settler to estab
li~h himself tlw]I· i" the proximity of the raihYaY. The timber of the 
r(lll~"'~ which I C'llITc'YL'd has been in great part exhausted by the lumber
illg operatiollc; which hayL' been carried on there for many year~:; there is 
still, howe,'er, a "ojl~ideLlble quantity of spn1l'1:' remaining. There is no 
~Tl'at qnalltity of pine; more stumps are to be seen than standing trees. 
Tlwl'l' are no maple ~TC,"eS, or very few; the hard woods consist of yellow 
cllld white birch. Cedar and spruce do not appe..lr to thrive ill this town
~hip. Apart from a few stunted cedars, which I saw along the ri,rer Batis
can, T do not remember meeting with any others. This township is well 
watered by a number of lakes and streams, the latter affording water power 
suitable for running mills. The water is pure and wholesome. Some of 
the lal,es (,0Ilt~1in fish, among others the lakes JT~rI and Padoue. 

(T.-C. de la Cheeroliere, 80th April, 1883.) 
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I proceeded to the post planted on the centre line ill the 2nd range, 
ten links northwest of the riYer a Pierre; from there I chained and scaled 
the said river, going north west, as far as the north west line of the said 
township. From the post planted on the said centre line. inscribed 2nd 
and 3rd ranges, I ian a line astronomically north 4;)0 east. whirh I pro
longed and chained towards the north east to its intersection by thp, north 
east line of the township, subdiyiding it into farm lots, by planting diyision 
and alignment posts at every distance of thirteen chains. I then went to 
the post on the centre line inscribed 3rd and 4th ranges. and from that 
point ran a line between the 3rd and 4th ranges to the north east line of 
the township, subdiyiding as I went along into farm lots, by ]Ilanting 
division and alignment posts at each distance of thirteen chains. 

The lands so surveyed and laid out are not really so advantageous for 
colonization as those which I surveyed in the same townshi p last year. 
Nevertheless, they are sufficiently fit for cultivation to be sold before long, 
on account of their proximity to the railway. The soil, chiefly composed 
of yellow and grey earth, is stony, and in some places very rocky. The 
aspect of the towmhip is generally mountainous, and about two-thirds of 
the lots bordering on the river a Pierre will be sufficiently advantag-eous, 
especially those in the north east part of the township. The timber is through
out of good quality, the prevailing kinds being yello\, birch, white spruce, 
balsam, and white birch; some maple is also to be found on the third and 
fourth ranges. 

The river a Pierre is a rapid stream, '\'\'ith a rocky bed, and, passing' 
frequently over abrupt dechdties, presents some fine falls, suitable for 
milling or manufacturing purposes. 

(T.-C. de la Chel'rotll~rf, 13th Kovember, 1884) 

Township of Chavigny. 

Besides by the Batiscan river, this township is crossed by two other 
fine rivers fit to drive timber: 1st The Propre river, which issues f]'(~m lake 
au Sable, passes through the Par an lake, and then discharges into the 
Batiscan riveT, in the seigniory of GTondines ; 2nd The riYer Towachiche, 
which CTosses the western corner of the township of Chavigny and dischar
ges also into the Batiscan riYer. This last ri H'r (the Batiscan) forms in 
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different places beautiful falls, especially those at the eighth and ninth 
portages, which are capable of running the most powerful mills at all times 
of the year. The timber in general is fine and large; birch, maple, spruce 
and fir being the most common. I also met with fine pine, but not in very 
large gnantities ; I saw more stumps of this wood than IItanding timber; 
merchantable spruce, however, is still in great abundance. There are maple 
groves in rather great quantities, especially at the depths of the first range, 
to the north east of the centre line. They are all sound, contrary to what 
WP c;\.~ to the south of the St. Lawrence, opposite this township, where they 
are :111 dead and dry. 

All the surveyed section of the township is generally fit for cultivation 
and adyantageous for colonization. The finest lots occur on both sides of 
the Batiscan river, starting from the eighth portage, going to the north east 
to lot number ten of the first range, to the point T, as also to the south and. 
south west sides of the lake au Sable. I had orders to survey the fourth 
and fifth ranges of Chavigny, to the south west of the centre line, but I 
found this I!ection too mountainous and everywhere unfit for cultivation; 
the wood is, howeyer, of as fine growth as elsewhere. The soil is in general 
broken in the suryeyed section of the township of Chavigny; we also 
come ac;oc;s in some places stony, granite sections, but not in sufficiently 
large numbers to be an obstacle to colonization. In general, a layer of 
yellow loam predominates; the subsoil seems to be of clay; it is a con
tinuation of the soil of the township of Montauban, and I can say that it is 
fertile; I have seen it this year produce magnificent crops. 

(T.-C. de La Chevrotiere, 7th November, 1864.) 

Township of Colbert. 

After haying surveyed the centre line from the lots 26 and 2i, of the 
fourth and fifth ranges, as far as the line which separates this township 
from the township of Ossonane, I ran the range lines between the 7th and 
8th, 8th and 9th, 9th and 10th, 10th and 11th, 11th and 12th ranges, 
and between each lot, I ran an alignment. In this part of the township 
I met the Black river and Petit Pioni, a branch of the Black river, and, 
the sO~lth branch, as also many lakes which feed these rivers. I noticed 
excd( nt mill sites in different places, offering every f.lCility to erect dams. 
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I scaled the branch (If the Black river from the centre line, as far as lot 
No. 43. I also prolonged the alignmen t of each of these lots as far as the 
front between the 8th and 9th ranges. The geographical character of the 
land traversed presents no remarkable feature; it is generally undulating 
and, without being alluvial, is of good quality. There are neither swamps, 
nor meadows, and, thongh mountainous, it would be well suited to cultiva
tion. The 7th, 8th, 9th, 10th, 11th and 12th ranges are covered with a rich 
growth of every kind of wood, and include magnificent maple groves. 
The unsubdivided part to the north east of the centre line possesses a rich, 
well wooded soil and could be easily surveyed. 

(John Langlois, 26th July, 1881.) 

Townships of Colbert and Ossonane. 

The general features of the country are "\'ery mountainous and rocky, and 
very poorly fit for settlement; but, along the bank of the river, the land is 
generally flat and good, well fitted for settlement, and settlement is already 
commenced on the north side of the lakes, where the railroad crosses, as 
the lands around these lakes are flat 2nd good, and a large settlement will 
immediately spring up as soon as the railroad is in operation, as the soil is 
sandy and loamy. 'l'he township is well watered with brooks, creeks, 
rivers and lakes. 

The prevailing merchantable timber is white and black birch, tamarac, 
balsam and spruce, which are in considerable abundance; yet a great deal 
o{ the spruce has been taken off or cut by the firm of Benson Bennett & Co 
and others. 

(P. Griffin, 11th February 1881 ) 

Townships of Colbert and Rocmont. 

I went to the posts placed on the south west borders of the lake 
(du Coin), at the line or boundary which marks the north west angle of the 
township of Rocmont and the north east angle of Colbert. I verified the 
course of the north west line of the townships of Rocmont and Colbert, as 
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also the one which divides these two townships, then I prolonged this last 
one in ascending on a course north 45 Q west, astronomically, for a distance 
of 7::l7 chains and 20 links, at 9 miles from the starting point. 

From the starting point as far as the depths of the 7th mile, I did not 
find any land fit for cultivation; the 8th and 9th miles are very fit for 
tillage, forming a belt with a width of about two miles to two miles and 
one half, and continuing as far as lake Colbert, a length of about four miles. 
The soil is composed of a layer of very fine white sand, covering grey and 
red sand. A part of this section has been burnt, which has destroyed all 
the timber. At the distance of 727 chains and 20 links, I scaled at right 
angles to my base a perpendicular going towards the east, which I pro
longed for a distance of eight hundred and eight chains, or ten miles from 
my base. In prolonging this line, I scarcely came across any land fit for 
cuI tivation, ,vith the exception of four small pieces. The first is 45 chains 
in length, and forms part of the tracts spoken of above. The second piece 
is cut up by the little riYer Miguick. This river furnishes very fine, but 
very small bottom s The third piece forms part of the third and fourth 
miles. 

The soil seemed to be rather fertile. The wood is partly burnt. I 
remarked that the top of the hills and mountains have been spared by the 
fire. Another piece very fit for cultivation lies between the Clair lake and 
Paune lake. It is about a mile and one half in length, with a width 
varying from one to byo miles, according to the position of the little 
mountains which surround this land. The timber is mixed and the soil 
is yery fertile. Th~ eighth and ninth miles are also in great part fit for 
cultivation. I explored the little river which is the tributary of the Pauvre 
lake. This river gives fine bottoms of about a quarter of a mile in width. 
The boundary of the tenth mile is on the top of a mountain of hard wood: 
The land is stony. While exploring this section, I ascertained that the river 
a Pierre, known to the hunters by the name of the second White river, is 
about a mile and one half to the south of the boundary of the tenth mile to 
the extremity of my line. I returned to the boundary of the 9th mile, 
whence I started to continue the prolongation of my line, which runs up 
to the Batiscan river. I prolonged this line, as far as the intersection of 
the Batiscan river, for a distance of fourteen miles and 35 chains from the 
starting poin't. This line strikes the Batiscan river at the place called the 
Three Rocks rapid. This last distance of fi n~ miles and 35 chains is fit for 
cultivation from the range which I mentioned abo,"e. This section of 
arable land is cut by the Bellevue lake and by little mountains to the 
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east and west of the lake; this piece ofland forms about 100 lots, apart from 
the tract which I mentioned in running the range line, going towards thp. 
east of lake Clair. I then scaled the Batiscau river, following with 
precaution and chaining with care all the different bends and sinuosities of 
this ri ver, as far as the confluence which the two branches form in uniting 
at the foot of the island of lake Ed ward, known under the name of ri ,-er a Jean
notte; and thence as far as the boundary placed by M"SSl"~, Legendre and E. 
Casgrain, on the J eannotte river, at a distance of 639 chains and 69 links. 
Haying finished this first part of my operations, I explored on my way up 
the south shore of the south branch of the Bat.iscan ri,-er, as far as the point 
or about the point, where I struck this river with my exploring line of 
1855. The soil along this river is very fit tor cultivation, with the 
exception of about one mile in length, where the north slopes of two 
mountains terminate at the river. This land may have a depth of one mile 
or one mile and one half. The section which lies between the rinrs for 
this distance offers no land fit for cultivation, because the mountains 
which border the two streams lie in close proximii y to one another, 
according as the two riYers come together, and practically form together but 
one and the same mountain. 

I then explored the land starting from the Miguick river, going' 
towards the east, which I found very fit for cultivation for a distance of 
four miles. The depth of this land is one mile and a half. The Yalley of 
the Miguick river gives very good land. At Mr. Barette\; shanties adjoin
ing the Miguick rinr, there are about ten acres of clearing, of which 
four acres or about are being cultivated. I the!! explored the sedion which 
is to the south west of my line, along the Batis('an river. I canl[' across in 
this section a great deal of land fit for culti ,-ation. I am almost ('onYinced 
that along the south bank of this river, from the intersection point with 
my line, as far as the north east line ofthe seigniory of Perthuis, the land is 
fit for cultivation, with thee xception of very small spaces, which are rocky 
near the rh-er, the area of one to two miles, in depth. There is a win tel' 
road, which runs across this land and "\vhich leans the Batiscan riYer at 
different places, for a distance of about a mile and one half. I am of opinion 
that this road was made in the best locality. I then went down along the 
river in the seigniory of Perthuis; it is my opinion that it is impossible to 
make a road along the Batiscan river, going down as far as the mouth of 
the river a Pierre. On arriving at this section, a road can be made with 
facility on the banks of this river. The valley of the river a Pierre offers 
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no advantao'es for colonization and no land fit for cultivation; this river o 

passes between two large mountains, which border it as far as its conflu
ence with the Batiscan river, and the land is stony. 

(Ignace Dery, 22nd October, 1870.) 

Townships of Gosford and Rocmont. 

The fifth range of Gosford is totally settled, with the exception of lots 
26 and ~:3. In the section of the 6th which I surveyed, the lands are very 
fit for cultivation, excepting the lots which are on both side~ of the Tallegard 
river, which are not fit for cultivation, but rich in spruce lumber. Five 
lots are already applied for. The two· thirds of the 7th, 8th and 9th ranges 
of Gosford, in this section of the township, are fit for cultivation, although 
somewhat stony, and are very good lands; the south west half of number 
17 of the eighth range is occupied; there is a saw mill. 

The quality of the soil, in the section of Rocmont which I have sur
veyed lately, i:; about the same as in Gosford. 

'1'here is a great deal of merchantable spruce. Mr. Methot, who haB a 
timber limit in Gosford, has three or four chan tiers in operation. There is 
little pine which is not of the best quality. This pine is along the lakes 
and riYers. 

(Ignace-P. Dery, 26th November, 1867.) 

Township of LaSalle. 

In anticipation of my more detailed report on the nature of the soil, I 
can assure the department that apart from a few lots in the valley of the 
river a la Truite and at the confluence of the Batiscan and the Miguick, 
about fifty altogether, the township of LaSalle is a very poor country for 
colonization, being very mountainous and rocky, so much so that we very 
often had great difficulty in planting our posts. 

(H.-H. Robertson, 24th March, 1881.) 
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Apart from a portion of ranges A and B, and the portion of range C 
north of the river Miguick, the township of LaSalle is quite unsuitable for 
colonization, if not uncultivable. It is covered with mountains which cross 
and interlace with each other in all directions, most of them being very 
steep, especially on the south side. The soil of ranges A and B is an allu
vial sand of medium quality. The rest of the township is covered with 
boulders wherever th~ bare rock does not appear. The banks of the river 
Batiscan are very mountainous, except a few chains in leng-th and width 
of alluvium. There are several lakes in this township, among others, lake 
Belleau, which is well stocked with fish, and lake Clair. These two lakes are 
enclosed in the mountains where even balsam and white birch will hardly 
grow. The timber has been burnt in the ranges A and B. Part of the mer
chantable timber, spruce and a little pine, has been cut; what remains is 
of little value at present. White birch is very plentiful, especially in the 
east part of the township. 

At the confluence of the Miguick with the BatisGan, one may have a 
magnificent view of the valley of the river Miguick and of that of the river 
a. la Truite, but this fine-looking country is cut up by crooked bays of the 
same width as the river, reaching to great distances, and forming a real 
labyrinth. All these points of land are covered with alders and dwarf 
willows. 

This portion of the island of lake Edward which I had heard spoken 
of as a garden did not give me any 5uch impression; it is simply a collection 
of inaccessible mountains, and there is no great difference in its appear
ance from one side of the river Batiscan or from the other. 

(H.-H. Robertson, 2-lth March, 1881.) 

Townships of LaSalle and Larue. 

I went to the north angle of the township of LaSalle, and I prolonged 
the eastern line of this township, going towards the north as far as the 
right bank of the Batiscan river. I prolonged the said line going- towards 
the north for 80 chains and 80 links, from the boundary of the north angle 
of the township of LaSalle. This line will divide two new townshlps, 
designed for the present by the letters A and B, this last to the east. As 
for the land and wood, on this last line, for 30 chains from the beginning, 
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the land is passably goo<l, although somewhat stony; we then find a very 
steep mountain, of which the southern slope is nothing but stones and 
moss, as may be seen by the plan and field books. The wood is mixed and 
of medium size; white birch. tamarac, grey spruce and fir. The little 
tamarac, which W,18 there, has been cut off aud taken away to make railroad 
sleepers; at the end of this line, 1 placed a picket. From the last boundary 
thus placed, 1 scaled a line at right angles with the cross lines between the 
lots going towards the east, on which I measured six lots of land, of thirtern 
chains of width each. These lots are of very uneven land, meeting on 
number two a lake of good size; the wood consists of white birch, spruce 
and the fir is of middling quality; sandy soil, mossy and rocky. 

I then went to the boundary of the starting point, that is to say, to the 
boundary, at the end of the depth of the north range of the river, on the 
line dividing the townships A and B, on which I scaled a line at right 
angles, going towards the west, on which I chained nine lots of land of 
thirteen chains in width each. These lands are like the preceding, very 
uneven and rocky, white birch, spruce and medium fir. The railroad passes 
near the boundary 58 and 59. At the boundary v;hich marks the north west 
angle with numher 5;j, I placed a picket, from which I prolonged a line 
rnnnin?" to the south as far as the Batiscan river, a distance of 109 chains 
and 96 links, meeting at 11 chains and 45 links a lake, and at 71 chains 
and 73 links, the top of the mountain which borders the above river, and 
of which the southern slope is inaccessible. 

These lands are stony, and o,'ca-.;ionally there is little space between 
the mountains and the river, which will be a great drawback for cultiva
tion, The wood is mixed and of medium size, white birch, spruce and fir. 

I then went to the north short, for the prolongation of the east line of 
LaSalle, at seven chaills and forty links, to the north of the boundary placed 
near the said river. ,Ylwn I s('aleu at right angles to the said line, going 
towards the east, 011 which I measured six lots of land of thirteen chaills 
each, beginning hv Xos. 1, ~, 3, &c. 

These lallds like the preceding are lO"ky and not Yery easy to cultivate, 
owing to the little space which the mountains Ie-aYe 011 the banks of the 
river. These six lots ofland are situated in the township B. 

I thillk it my duty to rem~Hk that the soil in general is stony; the 
mountains are in close proximity to one another, with steep slopes, composed 
very often of moss and boulders. There is, nevertheless, on the banks of the 
river a few lots, such as those which are occupied and a few others, of 
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which certain sections will be cultiyable ; they are fiat bottom lands which 
receive the washings of the mountains, that renUt'r the soil fertile and pro
ductive, as may be seen from the first clearings; but the depths are not of 
a size to compensate the loss caused by the mountains. 

(N.-F. Lefranyuis, 8th NOH·mber, 1887) 

Township of Mountauban. 

The soil b general seemed very fit for cultivation. The timber has been 
partly cut down, with the exception of what little the shanties have been 
cutting this w _nteI'. 

(Ignace-P. Der!!, ~Oth February, 1879.) 

Township of Tonti. 

I worKed on hoping to discover some fine \'alley ; but, after having 
divided and crossed the greater part of the township, I came to the conclu
sion that all this township is trayersed only by cliffs, rocks, lakes and very 
steep mountains. I did not see any good timber; the most common woods 
are fir, spruce and white birch, and a fe\v birch, and the lanu is \'ery sanuy. 
I see no way of tnrning this toviUship to any profitable account. 

(F. Page, ~nd Febrl1ary,:lS8~.) 
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COUNTY OF RIMOUSKI. 

Township of A wantjish. 

With the exception of the lots one, two, eight, nine, ten, eleven, twelve, 
thirteen, fourteen and fifteen, the front of which is in spruce and swampy, 
land of very little value, the remainder of this range is very fine; a good 
yellow sandy loam, free from stones or at least having very few, and a 
surface everywhere level, makes this range quite fit for settlement. The 
timber is everywhere very fine. large and mixed: very large birch and 
maple, long and very fine cedars, tall white birch and spruce. In the 
sections where cedar predominates, the soil is a very rich clay mixed with 
sand, beneath a rich layer of vegetable mould. 

The south east outline of Cabot, which forms the fron t ofthe first range 
of Awantjish, passes mostly along the top of a hill running north east and 
south west, which forms a slope more or less rapid to the north west, and 
extending to the south east with slight undulations or apparent irregular
ities, as far as the fifth range of Awantjish, where it strikes a rather large 
mountain, which crosses the township over all its width in an apparent 
direction from east to west; this mountain seems to be partly of earth and 
fairl y wooded. 

As for lots 1, 2, s, 9, &c., above mentioned, at a certain distance from 
the front, the soil improves a little, according to the undulations of the 
land, and becomes somewhat better, at the upper extremity, without, how
eyer, bearing comparison with the remainder of the range. 

Haying had occasion to traverse the bush, from one range to the other, 
I personally ascertained that the good land is continuous, and that the 
loss caused by the bad land, ,,,hen it happens, does not amount to much. 

In short, if we ded net for the inferior land the ten lots above named, 
8~~ acres, and add about 600 acres of good land not yet divided to the north 
east extremity, and the 3,:2:-)2 acres in the 34 surveyed lots, we get a total of 
3,882 acres of very good l:md fit for colonization in the first range. 

Second range.-In this range from number one as far as ten, the land 
is the same as in the lower range, of medium quality, but gradually increas-
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ing in value, as we go to the north east. The remarks on the soil, and the 
timber of the first range are equally applicable to this range. However, to 
the south west of the centre line, the wood is smaller, and, from the general 
appearance of the place, the timber has evidently been destroyed some 
years ago, either by fire or by sume other cause, and the actual wood is a 
second growth, a thick forest of small firs, cedars, white birch and spruce, 
scarcely half grown, covering a width of ten to twelve lots along the front. 
The soil is a good yellow loam, mixed with good sand and, when placing 
the posts, very few stones were noticed. 

All the northeastern section of the centre line and to the south east of 
the front range line, as far as it was possible to see, is very good, and is 
the continuation of the same kind of land as in the first range. 

Deducting the ten first lots and adding to the forty-three surveyed lots 
about 500 acres of good land not yet subdivided in the north east end, and 
we get for this range a total of 5000 acres of very good limd, in the 
second range, making about 8,282 acres of arable land in the two ranges. 

As for the cedar and black spruce swamps on the centre line ot ranges 
two and three, and on the rear line of the lots on the Kempt road, they are not 
considerable, and are formed by low lands, gulches and the neighborhood 
of brooks and rivers, and have no considerable extent. 

Compared with the other sections of the Matapedia road. from St 
Flavie, to the south east of the Matapedia lake, the township of AwanWsh 
is remarkably level, which, added to the fertility of the soil, and the neigh
borhood of the Intercolonial Railroad, will soon make that section an impor
tant centre of colonization. 

(Thomas Breen, 1st March, 1869.) 

We can apply to this township all the remarks relative to Nemtaye; 
we can say to the advantage of Awantjish, that it presents in valley a much 
larger surface than Nemtaye. The lakes ofthis township are more numeTOUS 
and general1y larger than those of Nemtaye. I may also remark that at the 
end of the ninth chain of the third mile at the rear line of this township, 
there is a low and swampy cedar grove, where the needle deviates [our 
degrees from its ordinary direction; I tried to get a sample of earth from 
this place, but the thickness of the moss which covers the soil, its frozen 
condition. the water which covers it, and the depth of snow prevented me. 

(Hector LeBer, 6th April, 1869.) 
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Township of Bedard. 

I may sum up the notes of my survey by stating that the lands which 
are crossed by the Tache road are very fit for farming purposes, as are also 
those adjoining the rear line. The timber is large and of good quality. 
The lands from the line, between ranges three and four, are generally bad, 
swampy in the f>outh west section .. ::.d stony in the north east part of the 
centrallinc as far as lot thirteen. Thence, to the township ofChesnier, the 
lands are rather good. 

The township of Bedard is generally mountainous, especially the 
north eastern section; there an', however, but two large mountains; the 
others are small, but often steep, in crossing them from the north west to 
the south east. 

Birch and spruce are the only timber worth cutting, and are in large 
quantities. The pine has been mostly all cut off by jobbers from Mada
waska, who used the little Saint John river for driying it, and another little 
tributary riYer of which I ignore the name. 

(L -J. D'Auteuil, 17th April, 1871.) 

The soil of the above mt'ntioned township, certain heights excepted, is 
in general rich and of a yellow and grey color, but somewhat stony. 

The low sections are for the most part allu dons, especially in the 
neighborhood of the river Boisbouscache, where they are ",ery rich. To the 
north east of the centl'alline, the 7th and 8th ranges are in general moun
tainous, but ne,"ertheless there are ~agnificent yallevs between the moun
tains. The timber is of a fine growth. The predominating kinds are spruce, 
of the best quality, birch, maple, white birch, fir and cedar, especially 
white cedar. There is still a good quantity of pine, especially in the section 
adjoining the township of Chesnier. The 9th range to the north east of the 
!'''Htral line offers great advantages to cololliz<ltion. :JIagnificent and 
rather len~l soil; good hard and soft wood. 

The ith, tlth, rlth and 10th ranges to the south west. of the central line 
present rather good lands, although the surface is somewhat broken, the 
quality of the soil is good, but stony. 
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The different kinds of wood prevailing are spruce, birch, whitp, hirch, 

maple, elm, ash and fir, on the high lands ; on the low lands, there are fine 
cedar and ash trees, and very fine tamarac and black spruce around the 
lakes. 

(I..-J. Garon, 10th March, 1884.) 

Township of Biencourt. 

In going through the different sections of this township, I came across 
the Saint John river, in which there is a little, swift rapid, strong enough 
to run a mill. I also came across the Eagle river, which is still water, and 
which offers no remarkable feature. The finest river, I saw is the Touladi. 
This magnificent river is wide and the banks are high nearly along its 
whole course; there is on this river a good mill site, but it is outlSide the 
township of Biencourt, just beyond the north east outline, where there is a 
small rapid, nearly opposite the fourth and fifth ranges. I also came acrosl'l 
three lakes, of which one may be about four miles in length, with a width 
varying between eleven and sixty chains. Its banks are not very high. 
There is another small lake of oblong form, situated on the front, between 
the townships of Bedard and Biencourt; lastly, a small lake on the seventh 
and eighth ranges near the north east outline. , 

The lands of this township are generally good, although for the most 
part rolling, especially in the north east section of the central line, as far as 
the Touladi river, where they grow more level, in the unsurveyed sections. 
The wood is mixed in nearly all the sections of the township; merchant
able spruce is very common, but good pine is scarce. 

(L.-A. Doucet, 5th May, 1875.) 

Township of Chesnier. 

The wood of most consequence in this township is the cedar and white 
birch which are in large quantities; I remarked a great deal of cedar on 
the high lands. I measured one tree whose diameter was six feet; white 
birch is generally of small size, and of a very mediocre. quality; poplar is 

22 
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also We y abundant, but it is young, fire haying already swept over this 
township. I noticed some tall and fine black spruce, which would not be 
despised by ship builders, if it were close to hand; there is very little 
tamarac, I only noticed a few; there are also very fine and very large birch. 
but good pine is scarce, on account of the lumbering operations which were 
carried on in this township. 

The soil is generally sandy and of a greyish color; it is a little stony; 
the mountains are mostly all covered with soil, but they are very often so 
steep as to discourage settlers who would like to take up these lands. Still 
these obstacles can only delay the progress of colonization, but they 
wIll not check it forever: witness, the parish of St-Fabien, which is 
situated opposite the township of Chesnier, and in which the mountains 
can rival those of Chesnier ; nevertheless, the work of cultivation is as 
adyanced there as elsewhere; these mountains start from the shore, and con
tinue as far as the depth of the township; their general trend is east and 
west. Colonization in these places would be greatly stimulated by the 
completion of the Government road of St-Simon to the Tache road, which 
should not be neglected. The part of this road which is opened is only 
practicable for yehicles loaded with about 350 lbs. There is a powerful 
river along the central line, which could run a grist mill all through the 
year; the brooks in this township are rather numerous. Maple groves are 
very scarce; I only met one which was worthy of the name. 

(J.-N. DIII'at, 26th February, 1870.) 

Township of Dalibaire. 

The land I surveyed in Dalibaire is generally quite fit for the 
growth of wheat, peas, barley, oats, potatoes and hay; yellow soil, sometimes 
grey, and somewhat moist. Vegetables would grow well in it; white birch 
of superior quality abounds, and the facilities for getting out timber are 
very easy; fir and spruce of rather good quality are plentiful, and the cedar 
is of all desirable sizes. The Grand Mechins and Grand Capucins, as also 
" La Vapeur" brook and several other brooks, offer to whomsoever would 
wish to try them an easy and inexpensive way to float down timber to the 
8t. Lawrence river. 
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The ranges which I surveyed are crossed at their depths by the Mechins 
and Capucins rivers and also by the" La Vapeur" brook, and :1 few smaller 
ones which form ravines of difficult passage, across w!lich roads could not 
be made unless by following the small streams which discharge into them. 

(C.-S. Lepage, 8th May, 1883.) 

The land is generally somewhat moist. The soil is of superior quality, 
fit for the growth of hay, oats, barley and of all cereals generally. The soil 
is composed of mixed grey earth. Sometimes yellow loam mixed with clay. 
The most noteworthy timber is the fir, white birch, spruce, cedar and 
elm. Fir is generally long and hard. It is very difficult to make front and 
side roads in each of the ranges. 

(c.-s. Lepa!fe, 20th December, 1883.) 

Township of Duquesne. 

This part of the township although rather mountainous is very fit for 
colonization, the soil being generally very good. 

The finest place for a village reserve would undoubtedly be in the 
seventh range, opposite the centre line, in the neighborhood of the Tache 
road. The soil of this latter range is of superior quality, and would offer 
a clear field to colonization, when the Tache road will have been opened 
through. In all this section of surveyed land, the timber has been entirely 
removed by lumbermen. In ranges nine and ten, there are sugaries which 
are being worked. 

(G. Garon, 22nd June, 1877.) 

I then went to the boundary between ranges B and I, and ran the line 
between the ranges, and chained all the lots running towards the south 
west. In this range the land is very good, with the exception of the lots 
which adjoin the Rimouski river, that is, from number one as far as 
number twelve. 
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The land adjoining the Macpes lake, and in the neighborhood of the 
river, is very fit for settlement. The soil is of rather good quality on the 
lots in the south west section; in the north east section, there are some 
good lots. 

(G. Garon, 17th September, 1881.) 

Township of Flynn. 

This townshippossessesone of the richest soils ofthe county of Rimouski, 
and will be ere long a magnificent agricultural centre. The surface is less 
wooded than that of the township of Macpes ; the land slopes generally to 
the south east. All the section which is watered by the river Caribou or 
the north east brauc'h of the Rimouski river, the Black river and the 
Beaver river, is low. The soil is a kind of alluyion ; on th e higher grounds 
it is composed in great part of yellow and grey loam mixed with clay. The 
different kinds of wood are in general the same as in Macpes, but I may 
state that soft wood predominates. I may also remark that from the third 
range of Flynn, for at least about fifteen miles, to the north ea:;t, if 
not more, all the unsurveyed region is without exception one of the richest 
of the province. All the valley of the eastern branch, without doubt, will 
become in the near future a great agricultural centre. 

The centre section sUlTeyed by me is, as you can see by examining 
the above plan, well watered; it is crossed by many streams, and dotted 
with lakPs in great numher, of which the largest and most important is 
lake Tache, which is very deep and abounds with fish. The other lakes 
are also \yell stocked with fish, among others lakes Lunette and Depot in 
Macpes, and lake Pierre in Flynn, which last one empties into the river 
Neigette, which in turn discharges into the river Metis. 

(L.-J. Garon, 30th October, 1880.) 

Township or Humqui. 

The surface of this township is comparatively level, as far as I could 
judge when running the line which separates it from the township of 
~emtaye and by ,'\"'hat I could observe from the tops of the mountain! in 



341 

Nemtaye; it contains no pine, as in Milnikek, but there is as much, if not more, 
merchantable spruce. Cedar is also very abundant; the other kinds of 
timber are fir, white birch and birch. The soil is more moist and of good 
quality. This township is altogether fit for colonization. 

(Hector LeBer, 6th April, 1869.) 

This township has a frontage of 777 chains and the section subdivided 
to date into farm lots comprises an area of 33,263 acres divided into 328 
lots. 

Nearly the seven eighths or'this area are fit for tillage and could he prob
ably settled; the land, without being absolutely level, offers nevertheles no 
eerious obstacle either to the facility of communication or to cultivation. 

The soil in general is of good quality, although somewhat stony in 
certain places. It is a mixture of yellow loam and grey clay. The layer of 
vegetable mould, which covers it, does not exceed any where 10 to 1.) inches 
in thickness, and it is only in very low and damp places like the neighbor
hood of several lakes, where it is so thick; in most cases it is only from three 
to five inches. 

In the interior of the township of Humqui, there is a number of small 
lakes generally abounding with fish. These lakes are the source of a number 
of brooks which flow through the township in every direction. 'fhe most 
of these small brooks will be of great utility, especially for cattle, when this 
important part of the country is settled up and the fine lands of the Mata
pedia valley shall have been cleared and turned into pasturage. 

But of all the streams which cross the township of Humqui, there are 
a few which are important from another point of view than the watering 
of the soil. On many of them are a number of good mill sites, and notably 
on Indian Brook and the Humqui river. 

Apart from the Matapedia river, which I may class among the finest 
rivers of the province of Quebec, and on which I noted an important power 
on the 43rd lot of range three. The Humqui river is by far the most 
important of the entire valley in which it is situated, and it has very 
properly given its name to the township which it crosses. 
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The quantity of water which it carries into the Matapedia river, of 
which it is a tributary, seems considerable, even in the summer droughts, 
the only time I had the opportunity of seeing it. 

I am told that this rin'r is fit for dri\Ting along part of its course. 
Formerly considerable lumbering operations were carried on along this 
river, but now that the lumber trade is not so profitable, operations are 
decreasing gradually from year to year. Moreover, merchantable timber 
has become scarce in all the Matapedia valley, owing to the ravages of fire 
whidl has ruined the fine forests that formally covered these lands. 

I han' already observed in one of my preceding reports that the chief 
causes of trouble and hardship for the future settlers of the Matapedia 
valley will be, in the first place, the improvement of the soil in certain 
places impoyerished by a number of successiye fires, and next the absence 
of lumber. 

I do not exaggerate when I state that to the south and west of Mata
pedia lake, and on the course of the river which bears the same name, there 
is an area of at least a thousand miles of forest totally devastated, this 
devastation dating back a few years; for the new growth of all kinds, which 
to-day replaces the onginal forest, has not yet attained an average height of 
more than eight to ten feet. It is difficult to form a, correct estimate of the 
immense quantity of important timber of all kinds, which has been des
troyed in this region, spruce, birch, maple, &c.; the cedar is still in abun
dance on the few spots that the fire did not touch. 

The an'rage diameter of the fallen trees, which in immense quantities 
still encumher the soil, is from 15 to ::lO inches. I have evon come across a 
few of these trees with a diameter of thirty to forty incht's. 

I dray\, attention to tht'se facts because they attest the quality of the 
soil which has grown such timber; at the same time tL::y give an idea of 
the great loss which the proyince has sustained by the fires which annually 
make such extensive sweeps through our forests. 

That the Matapedia yalley has a future as an ag'ricultural region can
not be douhted ; it is sufficient to once tra\Tel the fine road, which leads 
from St. Flayi,~ to the Baie des Chaleurs, to be aSStlrt'c1 of the fact that 
no where else can settlers find so many advantages as in this valley. Level 
land, good soil, easy communications as well hy the waggon road as by the 
Intercolonial Railroad, which 'will cross this valley at its broadest point, 
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such are the advantages on which we are warranted in basing our hopes 
with regard to the future of uolonization in this part of the country. 

And I may add, from the seigniory of Metis to the Ristigouche river, 
there is not a single township better situated or which promises to be more 
quickly settled than the township of Humqui. 

(C.-P. Roy, 240th February, 1870.) 

Township of Lepage. 

The township of Lepage is wen fitted for settlement. The soil is gene
rally a yellow loam of good quality with scarcely any rocks; we come 
across tracts of grey and yellow loam near the ri \'E'l'. The most extensive 
are on lots sixty-three, sixty-four and sixty-five, in the first range. 

The land is not so broken, as it might be supposed to be from merely 
following the river by the Matapedia road; as, from the "entre line of the 
township to about a half mile from the ri,-er, there is a mountain which 
skirts the river at that distance, trending towards the north west as far as 
the 67th lot. This would be a rather serious obstacle to some of the settlers 
of the nrst range, who could not communicate with the eastern extremities 
of their lands, without going round by their neighbors. This inconvenience 
is all the more to be regretted that the lands, on the mountain tops, are 
\"ery fine, and eyen more level, and of a better soil than those which 
border the Matapedia rin'r. This mountain has an a\·,'rag',· height of 2;')0 
feet, and in two pla.ces it must attain four or fi,-e hundred fe<'t. The tract 
comprised between ::3almon lake and the moun bin is YC'ry stony and little 
adapted to tillage. On ranges A, II and lIT, the land is almost level and 
very good, but the fires which haye often swept o,-er this township, have 
destroyed a great deal of the ,,;ood in the southern part, from lot 30 of the 
first range, rnnning' east to a little distance from the Oausapscull river. In 
these brules, the sdtlers will ha\'8 but \"ery little work to do to fit their 
laud for the plough This will certainly be a great ad nmtage for those who 
haye some means; but those who haye not will probably grumble; this slight 
drawback to some will be greatly compensated by ad,-antage to others. 

From the head of Salmon lake to the north west outline of Lepage, the 
brules con tinue on an aYerage depth of half a mile as far as the top of 
the mountain. Merchantable spruce abounds eyerywhere the fire has 



344 

not swept; birch and pine are very searce, the little there was having been 
cut down by jobbers from Bonaventure aud New-Brunswick, but especially 
from the latter. Cedar is generally thinly scattered, and I scarcely met 
two acres of cedar groves on all the lines which I ran. The township is 
watered by several broo;~s, of which a few offer second class water powers. 
The Matapedia river offers also several water powers, of which one will be 
utilized this summer by one Terriault, who is going to erect a grist mill 
opposite the Fournier mountain, on lot 73 ; this mill will be in working 
order by next fall. 

The Matapedia valley will be rapidly settled, if the railroad passel 
through it, for, besides the advantages which this enterprise would offer, 
the soil is generally as good as on any of the Crown lands that I have Tisited. 

The direction of the prevailing winds is mostly al ways from the north 
west, sometimes from the south east; the climate is about the same as in 
Quebec. Winter begins generally towards the end of November, and 
sowing can be nearly always begun in the first days of May. Less snow 
fell this winter in this section than on the shores of the St. Lawrence 
between Quebec and Matane. 

(Louis D'Auteuil, 15th March, 1867.) 

Township of Macpes. 

The township of Macpes, which has long been considered as poorly 
fitted for settlement, is on the contrary the most ad yantag-eous which I 
surveyed in this district. 

In the firflt place its soil is generally excellent anJ little broken, judg
ing from the centre line, along which no hills of any size occur from the 
first range to the depth of the sixth rang-e; so much. so that the superin
tendent of the road, intended to connect with the Tach,'· road, adopted the 
centr~ line as the most advantageous for the prolongation of the road in 
questIOn. Ranges four, fi \'P and six are remarkable in many respects. The 
land is very leyel, the soil is fertile and the bush very clear. The predom
inating wood in these ranges is the maplB, used for sugaries on a large scale 
by the settlers of the township and the farmers of the neio-hboring 
parishes. There are already over fifty sugar shanties erected on the ranges 
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above mentioned, and I know some proprietors of sugar shanties who 
make upwards of one thousand pounds of sugar each every year. 

'L'he merchantable timber has generally been remo,~ed hy lumb3rers ; 
but spruce is still in abundance, so that the settler will not want for wood 
to make a roof to shelter him from the winter frosts and to house his crops. 
The streams are numerous and offer in their conse very good and advanta
geous mill sites, 

One of the branches of the Grande Neig'ette called Little Neigette 
crosses this township which it waters and fertilizes. Along this river 
which is rather powerful, since it can be used for driving logs, there are 
immE'use tracts on which the soil cannot be surpassed for excellence, and a 
considerable number of persons propose to enter upon them to make clearings 
next spring and settle there permanE'ntly with the,ir families. Not one 
man of my staff could resist the temptation to imitate Jean Ri \~ard and to 
choose a lot, which they intend settling as soon as possible, 

If the land in the south west part of the township is sometimes undu
lating, it is not stony, so that its tillage will not be difficult or expensiYe, 

The seventh range which is crossed by the Tache road is certainly 
not of the best quality, and I am astonished that they ran a line in this 
section, for the river Ferree on the north side offers dry and stony land, 
sometimesJclay and, in some parts, mountainous as m'lY be seen by the plan 
already mentioned. 

The finest bottom lands, which I saw (clay and wheat bnds) are found 
to the south of the river Ferree, which slope gradually to the Shickshock 
mountains at the depth of the eighth range. 

In the ninth and tenth ranges, there is also some of the finest land; 
maple is in such abundance that it is impossible to notice otht:r kinds of wood, 
in the ninth range parti(;ularly ; as for the tenth range the timber is mixed: 
birch, maple, spruce, fir and ash; in fact, the soil is rich and splendid, I 
haye never come across more fertilE', judging' from appearances, 

(J.-A, EmIIlPlI, l.')th February, 1865.) 
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I must say that the lands in the eighth range are in general of superior 
quality; '1'8 must nevertheless except the mountainons section, that is to 
say, the south east half of lot twelve as far as the twenty-eighth, which is 
very mountainous, but which is nevertheless in great part fit for tillage; 
this range is ,,,ell wooded; maple, birch and hard wood of the same kinds 
predominate; in the neighborhood of the ri'-2r Ferree and the lakes, the 
predominating' woods are the cedar, spruce, fir and white birch. The ninth 
range is less mountainons, and in general more level, the preuominating 
woods being maple, birch, white birch, eedar, spruce and fir. The same 
remark applies to the tenth range of Macpes. The soil of th~se three ranges 
is in general a yello\\' aud grey loam alternating and very rich; in some 
ph·c,,, around the lakes and ri-n~rs, there are yery rich cedar groves, which 
later will m,lke fine land for meadows and pastures. The timber is offine 
growth, especially the hard woods, maple, bireh and also the eeuar. As for 
the merl'hantable timber, such as pine and spruce, I must remark that very 
little remains, the lumbermen h:n-ing mereilessly eut down all before them 
here as pJ.".'",hi'!'<'. Your lumh 'rrnen, that is, the limit holders, are never 
serupnlous. TllI'y eut down er<'rything-, pine and spruce, large and small, 
that they ('orne across in their limits. I know, as I have seen the thing for 
myself, that they have cut down pine and spruce less than twelve inches 
in diameter. This is not only an abuse, but clearly a theft. Let me explain. 
The lumbermen get their sub-contractors to give them two logs of eleven 
illChl'S for a sbndard lo~' as they commonly call it, although the standard 
measnre is thirtcl'll inches, and 1 h'7 pay to the Governm,ent only for the 
"uttiug of one log', that is to say, on one thonsand logs of eleven inches or 
tweh-e iW'hes, deli,-ered by a johber, the lumberman pay~ only fiye cents for 
stump:lg'<' dues, but not on ~he thousand. This is a fraud on the revenue 
and at the same tim,! a ruin to the forest. 

(L.-J Garon, 80th October, lSSO.) 

Township of Masse. 

All the section .o;;un<'ved by me, in wesi<'rll l\1asSt' incl ndin 0" a.n area 
- , 0 

of 4:2,01111 ac1'c:,:, is leYel and ()f good soil, and cx\'c'pt the crossing of the 
riYers Michigolleche and Merci<'l', which have high and steep banks ill 
eertain places, it would h" impo,sible to find a tract of land more level or 
more yaluab1e, both as regards timber and soil, anu the section -which is not 
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surveyed to the south wed is just as fine, if not preferable. I cannot, how
ever, say as much for the northeastern part, where the land is inferior an<i 
more broken, on account of its proximity to the chain of the Notre Dame 
mountains, at the northern base of which passes the outline of Masse. 

In this section, the swamps and low lands are more frequent, which 
contrasts with the south western section where the soii is everywhere good, 
dl'Y and "o\-ered with birch, spruce, mountain ash, cedar, &c. 

(L.-S.-E. Grondin, 26th February, 1874,) 

The greater part of this range line crosses dry and stony land, so that 
range one of :Masse, to the north east of the centre line, with an area of 
410:2 acres, is little adapted to cultivation, at least in the yicini ty of the 
range line. 

(L.-S.-E. (}/'IIw!in, 16th March, 1875.) 

Township of Matalek. 

The land in ranges A and B is rather good, although composed of 
gravely yellow loam; the last lots near the ri\"er are not so good on account 
of the heights. 

On the range line between ranges 1 and 2, the land is everywhere 
broken and not very fitted for tillage, except the four or five first lots, 
starting from the lateral line between Matalek and Humqui. We come 
across everywhere very elevated land, intersected with deep rayines, at 
the bottom of which flow small brooks that d:'scharge into the Matapedia 
nver. The eight or nine last lots, near the township line, are more level 
and certainly all fit for cultiyation. 

Range 3 presents a broken surface, but less than the lower range. In 
it OCl'nr more cl'!I~P ravines, but in les., numb,!\'. H0w,wer, they do 
not extend far to the west of the range line, leaving the land more fitted 
for tillage. 
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Range -1 is everywhere composed of le,-elland, wlOlll fitted for coloni
.ation. All the section from the north lateral line as far as the centre line, 
can bl} considered as a bottom, except when nearing the centre where we 
come across a rather deep ravine, having on both sides very access ible 
elevations; from th(~ centre line, running north as far as the township line,~ 
there is a gradual elevation of about 2}O feet, just at the starting point of 
the centre line; the remainder being an elev:lted and level plateau. 

Range 5 is everywhere rather le,-e1, and mostly covered with hard 
wood; it contains only one deep ravine. The centre line runs through a 
very level section, only the part si1uated along the river being difficult 
of access. 

As for thp lots which border they river, they are e'Vervwhere of inferior 
quality, except the eight or nine lo(.s at the mouth of the Matalek brook, 
and lots 3-1, 3.5, 36 and 37, which are of superier quality. 

In short, everywhere the soil is dry, composed of yellow clay, mostly 
granulated and almost free from rocks, except in the range, which borders the 
river, and which is of difficult access 011 accound of the irregularities of the 
land. 

(L.-S.-E. Grondin, April, 1869.) 

Township of Matane. 

The quality of the soil at the rear of the four first ranges, being even 
superior to the first, from the fifth range especially, as far as the eighth, or 
even as fa!" as the ri ver Petcheditz which discharges in to the Matane Ii ver, on 
the ninth range, I think it my duty to again insist on the importance of 
such an improvement. 

The Matane river offers immense tracts whose fertility cannot be sur
passed, extending into the interior for almost eight to ten leagues, with a 
depth varying from eleven to twenty and even as much as thirtyarpents. 
On these tracts, elm, ash, birch, alder and spruce grow, and Indians have 
assured me that theRe fine land:; extend as far as the "Trout" river which 
discharges into the Grand Matanc, at about fifteen leagues from the sea 
following the bends of the river, and that, at the confluence of the rh-er 
Touladi, these flat lands are proportionately still more extensive. At the 
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rear of these flat lands come the hard wood lands; these are the banks of the 
Matalle river having a slope which is slight enough for tillage. 

From the nature of this region it is e,·ident that several hundreds of 
settlers could settle there without much expense for the opening of roads, 
having in this case but their front road to make. A road is actually opened 
on the south west side of the river, to the depth of the ninth range, and 
fifteen settlers are already located along this road, with clearances on their 
respective lots, varying from five to thirty acres, who are awaiting with 
anxiety the decision of the Government to this effect. The lands are 
magnificent in the rear of the seigniory of Matane, and in a very short 
time they would all be taken up if they were accessible by means of a road. 

(J.-A. Bradley, 1st August, 1862.) 

In general, the land whi<:h I had to ~3Urvey is undulating, broken and 
sometimes mountainous; nevertheless there are tracts of considerable extent, 
with a soil of superior quality. 

There is a great number of lakes whose bank" are, for the most part, 
wooded with black spruce. I scaled all these which exceeded twenty-five 
acres. I also scaled the part of the ri,-er 1Iatane, included in this township. 
In addition, there is the river Petcheditz, which forks into two branches. 
During the course of last winter, a considerable quantity of spruce logs 
were made on this river, and also on the Matane ri,-er, by Elie Genereux, 
esquire; spruce is the only timber to be cut. 

The land rises gradually following the centre line, from the ninth 
range to the rear line of the township, where the chain of mountains is 
reached which borders the Matapedia river. On both sides of the centre line, 
the waters separate, to the north east into the river Matane, and to the 
south west into the White rh-er, and partly into lake Matapedia. 

The banks of the Matane river are everywhere of very difficult access, 
and render the most of the adjoining land uncultivable. They rise to about 
fifteen hundred feet above the level of the river; the flats are of excellent 
land, fit for the growth of hay, but unfortunately they are of small extent. 
On a great many of these flats, hay is cut by non residents, but who all 
have houses and barns there. 
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The land adjoining the lakes to th13 north east of the centre line is 
generally stony and broken and little suited to cultivation. The land in 
the neighborhood of the lakes, to the south west of the centre line, is much 
preferable and altogether arable. 

The land to the north east of the river :\Iafalle is, apart from its flats, 
valuable for its timber, thoug'h a gn~,1t quantity has been removed, and 
though another part was destroyed by fire a few years ago. 

I assert that the valleys of the Matane ri\'er, and of the Petcheditz and 
the Little Matane river, would offer a natural, and very easy route for a 
railroad, which would pass by Matane, and would join the Intercolonial to 
the south of lake Matapedia; I am surprised that there was nobody in all 
lIIatane to ask for an exploratory survey in that dIrection at the time of the 
construction of the Intercolonial. It is true the length of the railway would 
have been increased from ten to twelve miles at the most, but a hundred 
thousand dollars would ha,e lW('1l saved and the parishes of N. D. de 
::\IcNider, of St. Ulric, and of St. Jerome of }'Iatane, would have secured the 
advantages of a railroad. Ignorance cannot be pretended, as there has been 
for upwards of thirty years a portage road between lake Matapedia and 
the Matane riYel'. 

The eleventh range is of medium quality in mostly all its north east, 
part on account of its numerous and steep rocks; the soil is a yellow loam 
and is wooded with fir, spruce, white birch and birch, with a good deal 
of cedar in the low lands. Towards the depths of this range, the lands 
become bettt~r. The south west part of this same range is l)('tt~r fitted tillage 
being less broken and more free from stones. 

The twelfth and thirteenth ranges are of superior quality in nearly all 
their length. They are wooded with maple, white birch, birch, fir, spruce, 
cedar, &c. The soil is Yl,llow and somewhat clayey. It i,,; rather leyel, but it 
would be ,ery difficult to make a road in a straiO"ht line which would o 
connect the Matane river, with lake Matapedia. Hay and grain would grow 
on it ,ery well. 

The fourteenth range is alRo of good quality, but there are here and 
there some hills, which would render the settlement of the lands of this 
range difficult. The timber is fir, cedar, birch, white birch and maple, &c. 

The surveyed section is generally good land, wooded with spruce, 
cedar, birch,~white birch, maple, fir, &c. 
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The quality of the soil is a yellow sand, mixed with day sometimes, 
and generally moist. Wheat, oats and hay could be growll with success. 
There are, in the centre of the township, differeu t places yery advantageous 
to build a grist mill or saw mill, either on the Petcheditz river or the 
Lafrance brook. 

A certain part of ranges nine and ten is \"Cry broken and stony to the 
right and left of the centre line. This part is uufit for cultivation; the 
value of the land being diminished by steep hills. 

Front and by-roads can be easily opened everywhere. except in thE' 
eighth range, of which the upper part is crossed in all its greatest length, 
by the river Petcheditz, W hose banks are nearly inaccessible, and are only 
good for their timber, which is in great abundance; I am told that ~Ir. E. 
Genereux has made all the necessary preparations to carryon considerable 
lumbering operations here next winter. 

(c.-s. Lepage, 29th Udober, 1881.) 

Township of Milnikek. 

The natural features, taking that part of the township surveyed as a 
whole, are rough and rolling, but not so much so as to disconrage settlers 
or render the land unfit for cultivation; the whole extent of land in that 
part of ranges A, one, two, three and four to the north ea~t side of :YIilnikek 
brook, with very few exceptions, is rolling and undulating soil, good for 
cultivation, consisting principally of red and white loam and in places stuny, 
but unfortunately the top soil is all burnt, also the standing timber, the 
second growth consisting of white and yellow birch, fir, poplar, wild cherry 
spruce and fir. Ranges two, three and four on the south east side of the 
Milnikek brook up to lot fifty-three in each of the ranges are, with the 
exception of front half of range two, good and especially adapted for 
intending settlers, should they locate themselves in the vicinity of the centre 
line; fine, gmdual, sloping land on the head waters ofthe Malts brook and the 
two Connor's brooks, a good standing growth of yellow and black birch, a 
few maples and a thick undergrowth of spruce and fir. The soil mostly red 
and stony, but the stones not of any great size, neither soil nor timber being 
burnt. I consider it as the most valuable part of the portion of the town
ship surveyed, and with the exception of from lots fifty-eight to sixty-six in 
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ranges one, two and three (which is of the same quality of land as abo\"'e 
meI~tioned), the remaining part or portion is rough, hilly and broken, and 
may be considered as generally unfit for settlement. All the merchantable 
timber of any consequence has been cut away, which was pine of the firet 
quality, but there are a good number of birch that will be at some future 
time brought into use for shipping and other purposes. 

On the question of roads, I should consider that a colonization road 
~'ould be ('asil~' made up the valley of Oonnor's gulch until it intersects the 
second and third ranges: then follow up north and along the said range, 
till it meets the centre line; thence up the centre line for the depth of one 
range, on and along th\' range line three and four continued both north and 
south for say two miles; either way would open the finest and richest part 
of the township. The soil and timber being all burnt on the north east side 
of the Milnikek brook renders it almost, but not altogether, unfit for settle
ment and consequently of not so much value as the lands on the opposite 
side of' the brook. 

I consider that the whole of this township rests upon a clay slate forma
tion from the generai appearance and nature of the loose stones lying on 
the surface, but, towards the Matapedia township line, it commences:to rest 
upon a limestone bed of good quality. The height of land in the town
ship lies between the Milnikek brook and Mill Stream, the mountains falling 
gradually on either side of the aforesaid rivers. 

(P. Murison, 23rd January, 1870.) 

Township of Neigette. 

In all this section the soil is level and covered with wood of the very 
best growth, such as maple, birch, ash, elm and cedar, nourished by a soil 
composed of a calcareous earth very fit for tillage. When once the Tache 
road is opened and joined by the road already begun, the proximity of the 
Rimouski harbor, added to the good qualities of the soil, will assure the 
prompt settlement of this township. 

(L.-S.-E. Grondin, 31st December, 1864. 
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The sixth range, in the south west section of the township of N p.igeite, 
is well wooded; the soil in general, although mountainous in the yalley ot 
the Granil. Neigette river, is of rather good quality. The predominating 
woods are the maple, birch, white birch, spruce and cedar. There still remains 
a rather large quantity of merchantable spruce. The cedar is magnificent. 

The ninth range, in the south west part of this township, is in general 
composed of "\'ery good land and well wooded. The wood is the same as in 
the sixth range. In the north east part, I noticed several stony places, 
especially the numbers 18, 17 and 16, inclusively. More to the ea:st, the soil 
is preferable, being well wooded ''''ith hard wood. 

(L.-J. Garon, 19th October, 1883.) 

Township of Nemtaye. 

This towlJship is mountainous, but the moun tains, although very high, 
are surrounded with large, beautiful valleys; these mouutains, which follow 
a vny crooked trend, present generally towards the middle of their length 
a cape or a point, more or less steep. Apart from these capes, 'whose base 
is small, and which neYer o,'cur to the number of two on the same mountain 
or on the same chain of mountains, the slopes are gentle and ar~ like the 
table lands of easy access. There is no merchantable timber in this town
ship, except the fir and cedar which abound, birch and white bil'l;h; we 
C0me across in some places a great deal of maple and ash, t'-"pecially on the 
frontage which adjoins the seigniory of lake Matapedia aud the township of 
A wantjish. 

Beeides several small lakes, there are sufficient streams for farming pur
poses. The soil is generally very good, and the settlc'mcllts flourishing. 

(Hector LeBer. 6th April, 1869.) 

Having finished my work, I have the pleasure to iuform you that, in the 
tract of land which I surveyed, there are no ullculti"able swamps; all this 
land, although not of superior qU:llity, is very fit for colonization. 

23 
(P-L. Poudrier, 28th September, 1869.) 
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Township of Ouimet. 

All the section surveyed in the township of Ouimet, with an area of 
19,980 acres, is certainly a very fine tract of land, being leyel and possessing 
a soil of excellent quality, coyered with different kinds of wood of very fine 
growth and good quality. It would be rather difficult to find a finer tract 
of land and more adyuntageous for colonization, the soil being of a superior 
quality, eyen preferable to that of Masse, because it is not so high. 

(L.-S.-E. Grondi/f" February, 1875.) 

Township of Robitaille. 

I came across three lakes which \"I're not Ycry deep, but which all 
abound with fish, The soil, although somewhat rOl:ky, is generally good 
eyerywhere, except on the ch,dn of mountains to th' north of the Touladi 
river. But on the top of the mountains and at their foot, the land is very 
good, especially on the banks of the Touladi rin'r, w hi,·h are excellent elm 
and ash bottoms that would soon he taken up, if the Go,'ernment would 
have hy-roads made, particularly on the line b,t ween the counties of 
Rimouski and Temiscouata, where the land is "Very fit for the purpose. 

(G.-A. Doucet, 19th May, 1882.) 

Township of Romieu. 

In the first place I took several days to explore this township, and I 
concluded that the greater part (the N. E. part) is uncultivable. The Cap· 
Chatte riYer, with its two branches, the Cassette brook and several other 
brooks, form cliffs and precipices of all kinds, which render this regioll a 
kind of an abyss. The south west section of the rang '0.; V, VI. VII and VIII 
is wooded with white birch, spruce, cedar, fir; birch, maple, and the other 
hard woods are found ill yery small quantities. III the part of the township 
of Romieu, which lies between the south west lateral line of the township 
and the Cassette brook, the land is much snperior to that of the township 
of Dalibaire. Unfortunately to the north east of this brook, there is, rightly 
speaking, no more arable land. 
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The land, which would have been crossed by the centre line between 
lots twenty-four and twenty-five, being altogether uncultivable, almost 
impassable, and useless, on account of the difficulty and expensiveness of 
running a line there, I thought it better not to run it: this is why I proceeded 
to the arable section of the township of Romieu, viz, the south west section , 
starting from the range posts on the line between Dalibaire and Romieu, 
running towards the north east for the ranges V, VI, VII and VIII. 

(c.-s. Lepage, 8th May, 1883.) 

Township of Romieu and Dalibaire. 

Apart from tlw precipices, long slopes and steep rocks, formed by the 
Grand Mechins river in crossing the fifth and sixth ranges, and also apart 
from a small ravine formed by the Grand Capucills river in the same 
ranges, and two or three rather deep gullie8 tormed by brooks emptying 
into the latter, the land is level and uniform, and I think it continues thus 
as far as the rear line of the township. The soil is generally somewhat wet, 
but of superior quality and fit for the growth of hay, oats, barley and 
other cereals. It is composed of mixed grey earth ; We sometimes find 
yellow loam mixed with clay. The timber is composed of fir, white birch, 
spruce, cedar, ash and moosewood. The fir is generally long and. hard. It 
is very easy to make front and by-roads in eal:h of these ranges. 

(C.-S. Lepage, 20th December, 1883.) 

Township of Saint Denis. 

The land, in general, is rather level. The only hills that occur are on 
the Little Matane and se\-eral brooks which discharge intc) it. 

All the land traversed is arable, and the north east part of the centre 
line, especially, is very much so. The soil is excellent, and vegetation is 
,ery vigorous over all my sun-ey. The merchantable timber is nearly 
exhausted, owing to the limits having been worked for a long time by 
lumber merchants. 

(John Hill, 7th July, 1880.) 
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Township of Tessier. 

All the section situated to the south east of the LitLle Matane river, a 
hranch of the Grand ~J atane ri,'er, is broken by mountains and very deep 
rayines w hieh render it almost unfit for culti ,'ation. On nearing the Matane 
riYer, the soil i . ., generally bad for some lots, l'xcept a few fiats on the bank 
of the riYcr, on which the alluyial soil is extremely ridl and f~rtile. Every
"here pIs". the land is len'l and conred with wood of the finest growth, 
such as maple, elm, ash, ,,,,hite birch, spruce, nourished by a soil, com
posed of a calcareous loam, rather rich in the south west section of the cen
tral line. As for the north en:;t sedion, the most of it is composed of 
alluvial soil fit for s"ttlcment. 

(L.-S.-E. Grnll'lill, 2.5th A ngust, 1863.) 

The land which I SUfy"y\'d is for the greater part of superior quality 
Tr.e o:outh \W~t range of till' Matane ri,'er, of which thll banks on this side 
are ill general .ery hig-h, i~ for this reason little adapted to tillage. N e,er
thelt'ss the land is of first quality and wooded with birch, maple, &c., but 
the north cast ran~e, heing in great part formed by the points of ri ,-er.~ and 
the hanks of thi" side being a !:::reat deallt-'ss [Stt'ep. are decidedly arable, the 
soil ]wing- of "n}wrior quality. The remainder of th·~ township, that is, the 
r:tllQ'l'S !l, 10, 1 L, U, 13 and 14, is a well woorled tract with a soil in general 
(,flllt-' }WlSt quality. The sunTeyed blld ]ping' Oil :h,~ li'lIit,,; of the firm of 
Price Bros. pille and spruce are scarce. 

(John Hill, 21st Fehruary, 1888.) 

The country all through this suryey is pretty mountainous. The ridges 
on the lJorth west slope toward:;: the river, and therefore the land over 
which the rallg'~ lines happened to run is m~lch more ad"~llltageons than 
that of the rear line of tht' range north east of riYer :'1atane or the Cl'lltrt' 
line or the ~t-Dellis linE', w1li're th'e'') haye to go across th'J gully and m!)un-. 
iain ridge. 
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The principal kinds of timber are fir, spruce, silver birch (boule au), red 
birch, cedar and some maple. I took notice of very fine cedars, as can be 
seen by my field notes. In some places this timber is of the largest and 
the finest quality that I haye eyer seen in this country, and the means of 
transporting it being easy from where it stands, it should in the near future 
became very valuable on account of the scarcity ofsnch a good quality and 
the increasing demand for it. 

A great deal of this land, although mountainons and more or less 
stony, is nevertheless good and well adapted for agricnltural pmpo::,es, and 
I have no doubt but that the part along the river will be taken up and 
settled on before very long. 

(J.-G. Bignell, 19th May, 1888.) 

Township of Tourelle. 

The first part 0 f my survey consisted in the subdivision of a [Jart of the 
ranges 5, 6, 7, 8 and 9 along the south west limit of the towllship. In this 
section the timber is very tall, and in general of middling size and is com
posed of fir, white spruce, white birch and birch on the range's 5, 6 and 7 ; 
and of fir, white spruce and white birch on the ranges 8 and 9. The land 
is generally everywhere fit for tillag'c, but preferable in the ranges 6 and 7. 
The ranges 5 and 6 are cut by the little ~~bint-Ann river and the Potato 
brook, which are bordered by hills from two to three hundred feet in height, 
but, being very long, the slope is generally rather gentle. On the ranges 8 
and 9, there are senral black spruce swamps, but of little extent. 

The second section consisted in the subdivision of the Castor brook: 
range. The lands in this range are very good, especially those onhe lots one 
to twenty. The timber, which is very large and long, is composed of white 
spruce, fir and white birch The Castor brook, which is very large on lot 
one, suddenly diminishes on lots 8 and 9, owing to the hills jutting out as 
far as the brook on lot one, and then suddenly receding. 

VIslet lake discharges into the great St. Ann river, towards the south 
west, and does not form part of the Castor brook. I ran a line from its 
extremity to the l'Islet lake, to establish the front of the range on l'Islet 
lake, and its outlet. There are a few trout in the lake, but they are very 
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small. Along the lake, the land is low, and about twenty chains to the 
west of the lake, a small chain of heights begins and continues towards the 
south in the same direction as the line. Between the lots 16 and 17 the 
land is very level. 

I explored the unsurveyed section between the Castor brook range and 
the section which I divided to the west of the township, and found it fit 
for cultivation were it not for the Potato brook, which it crosses, and of 
which the banks, as already stated, are very high. It is the finest section 
of the township, on the south west side of the brook. 

(E.-A. LeBoutillier, 18th July, 18~7.) 
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COUNTY OF SAGITENAY. 

Township of Albert. 

With respect to the physical characteristics of the land surveyed, I am 
glad to be able to say that this p.l.rt of the township of Albert offers a fine 
field for colonization. In this township, as in all the townships of the 
Saguenay district, the land is uneven and broken; that is to say, there are 
no wide valleys, nor large plateaux, but the settler can culti \rate to the base 
of all the mountains, and the soil is of excellent quality. 

The mountains bordering the Saguenay river are !j'811erally high and 
contain magnificent quarries of granite similar in all respects to those of 
Ha! Ha! Bay. 

The outlines of this part of the township of Albert run through a 
broken and hilly country, but traversed here and there by valleys of fine 
land. 

The lots specified by letters at Cape a la Boule are mountainous and 
useless for agricultural purposes. 

The line between ranges II and III, Saguenay, from lot No.1, as far as 
lot No. 10, traverses a level tract of excellent land. From lot No. 10 to the 
outline the land is rough, but may be cultivated. On the line between 
ranges I and II the land is even and of excellent quality from lot No. 10 
to No. 14. From the latter to the outline, the land is hilly, but fit for 
colonization. 

The soil, generally speaking, is a mixture of yellow and grey earth. In 
certain places, as in the south part of lots TO, 11, 12 and 13 of range II, 
Saguenay, there is a bed of black earth over a clayey subsoil. 

This township is admirably well timbered. Almost every variety of 
timber growing in the district is to be found in it. A part of the logs have 
been cut, but there are still quantities of building timber left. 

Lake a la Boule is remarkable for its sinuous contour, the unequal depth 
of its waters, and especially for the trout and salmon which abound in it. 
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The water is pure and limpid, and in certain places is as much as thirty 
feet in depth, while in the middle of the lake there are some banks of sand, 
where there is hardly four feet of water. 

The fish breeding establishment at Tadousac has had gates placed at 
the discharge of the lake and has stocked it with sea-trout and California 
salmon. The fish han~ multiplied with great rapidity. The trout measure 
from :2J to 2;) inches in length. 

The suryey of this part of the township of Albert was waited for with 
much impatience by rarties who wished to settle there, and nearly all the 
lots will be bought up as soon as they are offered for sale. 

I consulted the mayor and some citizens of Tadousac with regard to 
the location of a colonization road, and they agreed with me that it would 
be opportune to sU~'g(':;t the opening of a road which would follow the line 
between ranges II and III, Sagnenay. and com~ out 0:1 the Albert road. 
The settlers themselyes could open a road to lead from Anse de la Grosse
Roche, and another from Anse <1 P,tsse-Pierre to the Alb2rt road passing 
over lot No. '1. 

Township of Bergeronnes. 

In this locality, there is yery littlp. good land susceptible of tillage. 
Bald and rocky mountains, 'oycr three fourths of the surface of the surveyed 
ground. Howe,'er, there is a small valley immediately 011 the banks of the 
river, along its whole l'·ll~·th. which, together with a certain quantity of 
timber on the mountain sides, imparts to these lots some yalue for settlers. 

I take the Iii)']'ty of calling attention to the irregularity of the scaling 
of the Little Bergeronn8s rinr and lake aux ~ables, at its head. 

The best piece of land in this region OI'('urS in range C and part of 
block D. It ,vould be useful for the Department to get it sur\=-eyed, as it is 
alluvial land, well wooded, and well known to the settlers in the neighbor
hood. But I do not belie,-e there will be ever allY large settlements there. 
As for the lots I surveyed on the Little Bergeronnes ri \Ter, I desire to call 
special attention to the fact that they are mostly unculti,able and to suggest 
that they be sold at a reduced price. I next proceeded to survey the east 
and west range on both sides of the Great Bergeronnes river, from the 2nd 



361 

range to the 40th lot, through the finest land in the ~\Yorld as regards the 
quality of its suil and the richness of its timber. There are no mOllntains in 
this section, except to the west of lake a Beaulieu. 

The soil of all the land surveyed by me on the (heat Bergeronnes riyer 
is a very rich al Itr>ion , promising great fertility. The timber is distributed 
in equal abundance all oyer. The prevailing kinds are merchantable white 
pine, spruce aud birch. In fact, I recommend this jiJl<~ trad, so rich by 
reason of its soil and timber. The land adjoinin!:i to the west and"north is 
also rich, and I would suggest that it be sUl'yeyed a,<.; soon as possible. 

I scaled the river Bas de Soie for a distance of tlll'.·'· miles. less n. few 
chains, from the prolongation of the trialliu8 between lots eight and nine 
in the west range, to the intersection of the second ra 11 2,'" line. There is a 
pretty large falls at the point where this river intersects the liue in rear of 
the second range. The waters of this river are yery pure. There is a fine 
tract ofland to the west and on the right bank of the ri \'er, nearly all 
occupied by some ten settlers, and I would recommend that it be "'UlT,'yed. 
Above and adjacent to the 24th lot, there is a large block of arable land 
unsun-eyed, on which some 20 families are settled. The land stretches 
unbroken to the side line of the township of Tadousac towards the north, 
extending to the east a distance of :2 mil,·s to river ;1. Bande and to the west 
to the bare and barren mountains which form the western watershed of 
the river a Eaude aforesaid to the township of Albert. The tract last men
tioned should be surveyed so that the Department may gt·t payment. 

The land on both sides of the river a Baude are obstructed hy its 
enormous banks, which constitute a series of precipin's on both sides of the 
river. 

Bare, steep and barren mountains take up nearl y the \Y hole of tIl<' past 
range and a notable part of the west range, as detailed in my notes of 
sur,ey and inJicated on the plan. 

(Geo.-B. dn Tremblrry, 61h ~Iay, 1878.) 

With regard to the topography and the character of the township of 
Bergeronnes in general, I have to say in the first place that the land is hilly 
and mountainous, and it would be difficult for anyone who had had only 
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a O'eneral yiew of the township to admit that it contains any land fit for 
'" sdtlemen t. Tht~r,~ are, however, some fine valleys. This township is 

('overed bv a fine and luxuriant forest, comprising all kinds of timber: 
sprne"" ba'lsam, white birch, cedar, ash, pine, yellow birch, cypress, poplar, 
&". Quantities of pine and spruce logs may still be made here. 

In the third range to thl:' south west of the river Bas de Soie, apart 
from the lots or blot:ks which are occupied, there is nothing but naked 
rock of no yalue \\' hatever. 

The lots in the south 'Yl'st range are generally fine, although cut across 
ileal' the middle by rocks. ::\Ir. Julien Bouchard and his two brothers and 
::'11'. Elie La\'oie haye been li,-ing on their respective lots for several years. 
They appear to be comfortably off. 

The south line of lot No. !l, on the west side of the river Bas de Soie, 
runs up a mountain about t\YelY,~ hundred feet about the level of the river. 
r:I:his height of land seems to begin near the Maritime road, at the river 
Petite Bergeronnes, and runs in a northerly direction. The line between 
ranges VI and VII crosses a rough and mountainous tract, well wooded, 
but of no yalue except for lumbering. To the east of the ri\'er Bas de Soie 
the lalld is more leyel. The line between ranges West and VI, and iti 
prolongation between ranges Y and VI, runs through a comparatively fine 
valley, traven:ied here and there hy mountains. The soil is generally a rich 
ye !low eart h. and the subsoil in some places clayey. The line between 
ranges V and ,\Y est pa~sl's through a fine yalley of levelland, timbered with 
spruce, c}'pn'<,:". balsam and white bireh. As this same valley eontinues to 
the north of lot -to. I prolonged the lines between ranges V and VI, and V 
and West, in order to complete the subdivision of the good land. 

A swamp, shown on the annexed plan of the township of Bergeronne!!, 
covers a part of rflnges II and III. The soil in this swamp is composed of 
yellow and grey sand, covered with a thin layer of mould. There are only 
a few scattered clumps of trees to be seen growing upon it, resembling 
small islets in a large lake. 

The soil in range IV and a part of range III is composed of yellow 
earth and sand, fit for cultiyation. In the range N. E. the land is gelleraliy 
level, and the soil the same as in the preceding range. At the same time that I 
scaled a part ofthe riYer Bas de Soie. I also scaled lake Raymond and lake a 
la Truite. Lake Raymond is only a widening cut of the river Bas de Soie. 
The land on the north side is low, and a certain extent of it is inundated 
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when the waters are high. The water is g'ood and not over twel,'e or fifteen 
feet in depth. The water of lake a la Truite is also pure and wholesome. 
This lake is of angular shape and surrounded by low hills. As its name 
indicates, it swarms with trout. The discharge, after passiug' though a series 
of small ponds, loses itself in lake Raymond. 

The total superficies of the land comprised III this snrny is 16,224 
acres. 

As the Government is now opening a colonization road known by the 
name of the lake it Beaulieu road (chemin du lac a Beaulieu) within the 
limits of the township of Berge~onnes, I take the liberty of suggesting that 
this road might advantageously follow more or less closely the direction 
indicated on the annexed plan by a dotted line, then turn at right angles 
on the line between the townships of Bergeronnes and Escoumains as far 
as the middle of range II of Escoumains, where it would join the road now 
used and known as the Boissonneau concession road (chemin de la conces
sion de Boissonneau). A colonization road following the line between 
range V and West and joining the lake a Beaulieu road would be "\'ery easy 
to make and would open a fine valley to colonization. 

(El:::. Boivin, 21st March, 1883.) 

Township of Escoumains. 

As your Department is already in possession of reports of survey of this 
part of the township of Escoumains, it will, perhaps, suffice here to make 
but a few general remarks on the appearance and nature of the land. 

The line between ranges I and III traverses an elevated and verf 
uneven tract. It passes over a chain of hills reaching a height of between 
seven and eight hundred feet above the St. Lawrence, intersected here and 
there by water-courses. The timber on these hills is of v9ry little value, 
and in many places there is none at all; but, north west and south east of 
this line, the land is of a different character. Range III and range I are 
both well timbered. A portion of the logs have been cut. 

From lot 42, as far as the river Petite Esconmains, about the middle of 
range I, there are some very fine growths of cedar. 
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The lots of ranges I and II are nearly all occupied; clearings and 
improyements ha\'e been begun on the Maritime road. 

From lot 19 to the township of Ibm'ville, the soil is generally composed 
of yellow t'arth :md grey and yellow sand. Lots ~ os. :27, 28 and 29 contain 
some fiat lands, the soil of which is clayey. The S~lme soil is also met with 
on the borders of the Bay des Escoumains, on the lots ofrange II, and those 
ofrange ~. W. from the line bet\veen r:Ul~'~'S II and III to lot No.8. 

In range A and range I, south west of the ri vel' Escoumains, the soil, 
composed of yellow and grey sand, is poor; a large part being nothing 
more than a bare expanse 01 land, and the rest covered with cypress and 
white birch. 

The village of Escoumains is one of the finest and most prosperous in 
the county of Saguenay. The san' mills of :\Ir. Lamontagne employ daily 
between 150 to 200 men. A good deal is said about th~ early construction 
of a wharf at the mouth of the Bay des Escoumains. 

In conclusion, I may say that, at Escoumains as at many other places 
in the county of Saguenay, there is in proportion to the population a large 
amount of industry and acti"ity, hnt too few engage in the cultivation of 
the soil. This vigorous population r-;how no ambition for any other life than 
that of the lumber-camp, the sa,v-mill, or the sea. 

(Elzear Buivilt, 14th ~by, 1883.) 

Township of Iberville. 

After haying sun-eyed the seigniorial line and the centre line from 
the river to the front of the 9th range, I ran the front lines of the fifth, 
sixth, seYenth, eighth and ninth ranges, and laid off between each respective 
lot an offset or direction line In the survey of this part of the township, 
I met the riYer Sault au Mouton, the banks of which are composed of 
metamorphic rocks and art' so st,~ep as to be almost inaccessible. Its course 
is yery rapid, but there is no suitable place for establishing a mill except 
at the mouth 'where there is now one in operation. 

The geographical features of the land present nothing worthy of 
remark. The snrface is undulating and the soil though not aUndal is of 
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good qua1ity. There is neither marsh nor meadow, and the hills are so low 
aiS to offer no inconyeniences to cultivation. The ninth, eighth and part of 
the seyenth ranges are coyered with a rich growth of timber of every kind_ 
The sixth and fifth ranges haye been burnt and are in many places coyered 
with rocks. The unsubdiyided part, lying to the north east of the "cntre 
line, is composed of a rich soil, well wooded, and might be ad\',mta{~'(,on;;ly 
sUrYeyed. The \v hole an';)' of the land I h,we snrn'yeel is eleyen thou;;and 
nine hundred and sixty-six acres (11,9136). 

(Geo.-B. du 7i-elllb/a!!, 1:;th loby, 1:-;7~).) 

Township of Manicouagall. 

The township of Manico uagan, situated on the left bank of the St. 
Lawrence, surrounded by the riYers ,lUX Outardes and :\Ialli<'()ua~',lIl, forms 
a peninsula of yery agreeabl~ 3'Spe'·t. On landing- on this peninsula, I 
remarked .the presence of a turi, fonr or fi ye feet in depth, ill a ::;edion of 
part of the first rang;e. From the ;;tarting point A, I beheld an immense 
:swamp (say,111e) extending out of ;;iC;'h~ on all sides. This swamp \Yas dry 
when I saw it. It is generally conn'cl with turf and ta.mara.c. 

The south portion, or about one-half of the town;;hip of Malli"onaq-all, 
i~ partly swampy and unfit foc cultinttion, while the dry parts are g~n
erally composed of y(·ry poor yellow soil. All tlk northern part of the 
toVi IJ;;hip, 011 the other hand, is composed of black earth, a wry rich arabL~ 
land. The whole surface of this peninsnla is s~ e\'en and n~gular that it 
almo~t blends with the water line. In the whole courSI~ of my sUlTey, I 
found no hill or hollow of auy consequence, or allY other oh,tade, except 
in the immediate yicinity of the riYer aux Outardes, ill tht> fonrth ran,!:',"'. 

and of the ri\'er Maniconagan, in a part of the ~2Y"llth rall<";·1'. Therc'l is also 
a rod~y bluff on lots 2~, 2:) and 2-1 ill the 6th range, a3 ShO\Yll Oil the plan. 
The south and east sides of the peninsula are froll! thirty to sixty feet hig'h 
and almost yerticaJ. The west side is low and co\'el\·.d with growing' 
timber. 

The souih part of tlw lwninsnb is coyered ",ith a thil·k gTowth of 
I'tunted black spruce, cypres::; and tamarac. All the rl'.~t, generally, ouhillL' 
of I he s\vamp, is covered ,dth large timber of great height, consisting of 
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spruce, balsam, """hite pine. ,,-hite birch, ani alders. Several thousand 
pine and Sprut:l' logs might be cut here 

The squattpr,~. occupyin~' the Point 'lUX OuLardes and Point Manicona
~'all, speak favorably of the climate, which is apparently not affected by the 
swam p. Earl y hosts are lll"-"l' 1'e It t 1wrt', and last fall I sa w some ,'egetables 
and cereals \y hieh attt'stl'cl the ex"elle!lCe of the c Ii mattl. 

The iwttlers in tilis locality ~U'.~ occupied during' a great part of the 
summer in en! t i ng' and piling' np in illlllh'nse stacks the wild hay which 
grows abundantly on the lW~l<;hes "hOWll on my plan. It is needless to 
say that these ~Ta~s-beal'ing- tiats arc' of great yalue to the settlers. They 
abo grow larg't' quantities of potatc)l's. Oue of them gathered and sold six 
hundred bushels la"t Far to ::\1es';f.,; Gironard &: Beaudet at Betsiamits. 
The celebrated Iwa,'h,~s 0]' shoals of ::\1anicouagan are immense. By calcula
tion I fCHUld that the lig'htship siatioll,~d off till'!'.' by the D,'p~ll't lll'.'llt of 
::'.Iarille is tI1I'<'" nllk" and Ji!'lY'Sl'\-"1l chains from the shore of the St. 
La\uellce The positio~l of Lilis lig·ht-.;hip is lIlll'.l fnlly detaileu. at the end 
ot' the field book. 

During my stay I had an opp)rtnllit~, of s ~'·lll!..!· 0'1 these b'adll'S the 
myriad . ..; of birds ",hi"h freqnl'nt the ri\'"I'. :~e ds abound all ths,~ shoals, 
and one of th~ inhabitant:; .• i' th~. IO'~;ll!ty kill,!d two hundred last year 
0p]Jo:;ite Point it Paradis. Th,~ ;'IoIlLt~,nlis also kill !.\'l'eat number-. chiefly 
at the foot of the falls of th .. ri,"ers ::\Lui'on'l~'ctll and aux Ontardes. 

On ,.;teh of tIll'S,' two rin'r., there i., a sort of natural wharf wh'~re a 
Y('ssel of the siz,' of a S.~llO011er lllly :-:at',·1y make b"t at high water. The 
positions of both ar,· illllicat,·,] on my plan. 

At tIll' bottom of Paint Day (Alls,~ ,Ila Peinture), th!:'!'!.' is a remarkable 
deposit of ferruginous ol·hre. This ochre is gell'~rally yellovv or reddish. 
There are also quantities of brown color. This latter brings a high priee in 
the market, under the name of sienna. 

Ferl'llginons watt~r generally oozes from these ochres and forms sloughs 
morel or less d:,ep in the h01l0\vs. 

(G.·B. fill T.-embfay, 4th April, 1883.) 
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COUNTY OF ST. MAUIUCE. 

Township of Belleau. 

The region in which the three first ranges of the township of Belleau 
are situated, from the line of lots number seven or ei~'ht, i" elevated. "ut in 
some places by small hills. with a stony soil; bnt this will not 1,., an 
.obstacle to ~he settlement of nearly all thesl' ranges, of which the soil. ill 
general. i.s similar to that of the township ofDecalollnes, which is of ,'ellow 
and brown loam and appeared to me to be fit for agricultural purposes. 1'h.'re 
are no swamps, marshes or steep mountains. Two settlers, named Nar"issE' 
St. Germain and Israel Peltier, are settled in the :OD'olld r,lll~'I' of Belleau. 
and frequently expressed to me their salisl':v·tioll at ha\-in!,!,' 101,;«(,,(1 th"re. 
and their crops, which I had occasion to see, pn'8'>11 tl'd a yigorous ~!'row th, 
unsurpassed in any other locality, prodng that ilw town"hip of D"lbtU 
is fayored with a fertile soil. 

The surroundings of the Clear Water lake, situated for the greater part 
in the township ofCaxton, are extremely mountainous and stony and mostly 
everywhere unfit for cultivation. 

The chieftimber in these three rang,~s of the township of Bellpau consists 
of birch, maple, cedar, spruce and fir. E,-erywhere the wood is of fine 
growth and size. The amount of pine remaining j,-; small here as every
where else; it has been recklessly cut down by tbe lumbermen who 
h::lTe carried on operations there for many years. If there w,'r,> some 
means, not too expensi,'e, to supervise the cutting clown of timber on Crown 
lands, the Government would be benefitted by it, as it would pre\-ent tht' 
waste on a large scale, which is being practised in the public domain. 

The water powers in the township of Belleau are, one, on the Red ri HI', 

and the other, at the discharge of the Clear Water lake, where falls occur 
which are powerful enough to run mills. 

(1)C, de fa Chwrotiere, 28th No\-ember, li3iO.) 

As to the land by me surveyed and subdiyided in Belleau, the soil, 
though fertile, if'! disadvantageous for cultivation and settlement on account 
of its rocky and hilly character in places; there are, however, some good 



368 

-~-----~ --------

table· lands in these two ranges, espednlly ncar the line of the Caxton gore. 
The timber generally is fine and tall and consists usually of white birch I 
maple and birch. I also met se\'eralmaple groves, which seellled to ha,Te 
been already worked. 'White and red pine are common enough. There 
is a harder of red pine to the mountains around the lakes; among others 
the 0111' called Red Pine Lake and j he white and red pine, as well as 
tIll' white spruce, nrc presently bein2' cut off for the lumber trade, esp2cially 
around lake ,\ l'Isle, w here dall1~ fo), the purpose of driving the timber 
hrn-e be,'11 constrnded at the dis"harges of the principal lakes. 

'l.-C de la Cltel'l'utihe, 8th March, 1882.) 

Township of De3aulniers. 

The land I snn'eyed and subdiyided into farm lots in the first range 
01' this township i,.; w('11 suited to settlement, as the ri,-er du Loup cuts a 
portion of the lots of t 111' ran~"', l'l't'ating' on ('aeh side, generally speaking, 
fine low groun\b. The soil of the latter is a black earth, but upon the 
heights it is of gray .'>and. 

The tim1)··!' is line and tall, and consists of birch, white birch, white 
and red pine and white >'l'l'llC'.'. There is still a good deal of white pine, 
hnt the bt'st has already been cut off for the trade. The three first lots in 
the 1irst 1'<1112'" of the township of Desaulniers form part of the place known 
as "The l~,'d Pill"s." These lots are partly closed. ha,-ing bt)en formerly 
"wept OYer l)y lin' and the only growth now upon them, properly speaking 
may be said to be of blueberry bushes. 

(T.-e. de la Cllfl'(o/i,:((', 8th March, 1882.) 

Gore of Caxton. 

The ,.;uil generally is compo:;~d of yellow mould, ro.:ky and inferior in 
quality; the moulItai:ls lie in close proximity to one another: the principal 
\\wd::; ar·' whiti~ spruce, fir, hemlock, maple, birt:h and beech. 

The ,soil in all the sections of the gore of Caxton is composed of yellow 
and rocky loam; tllL' land although mountainous in some P~Hl;-; i,,; fit for culti
Yntioll ; th_' growth of timber is of yery fine appe.ll'ance. 

(L.-A.-O. Arcand, 8th February, 1876.) 
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COUNTY OF TEMISCOUATA. 

Township of Begon. 

Although there are llO buildings on the fifth r;lll~", it seems, from the 
information gh'en me, that this range is taken up by twenty-two or twenty
three settlers. The most striking feature of this place is the extraordinary 
height of the banks of the riYers and also the immenst' extent of land 
llearly all coyered with dead-wood, such as white birch, fir, spruce, 
birch, &". The land is gelll"rally level to the banks of the fi\"~ rivers,
Trois-PistolE's, Boisbouscache, aux Sapins, aux Bouleaux all.1 aux Perdrix. 
The soil is generally yery good for a small distance from each of these rivers; 
and there is even, along the Trois-Pistoles riYer, t'!~rtain small lhb which 
are of the very best land that ('an be found, covered ",ith hrg'" timber,
elm, ash, wiilow. There is, at the mouth of the noish()ns(·1t';l'~ ri\'er, a 
small island composed of splendid land. As for merchantahle timber 
there is scarcely any left; it has been either destroyed by fire or taken away 
by lumbermen. 

(G.-A. Dow'et, 19Th April, 1!:i70.) 

I procepded to the snbdi\"ision of the base of thl' s(,venth range. Fol
lowing this last as far as n.ng·<! A, I found good soil, ~\.hpted to the growth 
of wheat, being for the most part good loam, the·;nrra"t~ ill certain places 
being co\'ered with a layer of black mould, with a good clay subsoil, which 
renders it very fit for raising hay; it i3 somewhat broken, it is true, but 
llot so much so as to be an obstacle to colonization. I also found, princi
pally in the yalleys, this line somewhat stony, but nothing formidable, 
except on the four first lots which at their base are coyered with rocks, 
extending for about twenty chains to the south east. Following the base of 
the eighth range from the centre line towards the south west, I found a soil 
very much like that of the seventh range, covered in certain places wi th 
cedar, mixed wood, and hard wood, with this difference that I did llOt meet 
any rocks, these last '3xtending to the north of the river Boisbouscache. 
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Following the base of the sixth range from the cen tre line, I found the 
first lot compesed of good soil, and covered with excellent wood, but 
the other lots, to number twenty-eight, inclusively, are of very mediocre 
quality. From this point to the rear line of range A, I met very good soil. 
somewhat broken, it is true, but not sufficiently so to be an obstacle to 
colonization; on the contrary, the higher parts need but little labor to clear 
them. Following the first, second, third, fourth and fifth ranges to the 
north east of range A, and finding no material difference in the quality of 
the soil and timber, where it had not been ravaged by fire, I may say that 
these last ranges are exceptionally fine, and have a soil suited to all kinds 
of tillage, being alternately a good loam and good clay. The timber is 
frequently a mixture of cedar, poplar and alder, and very often mixed with 
hard wood, hut there is very little hard wood proper. 

As regards the opening of these lands, in di viding the first range to the 
south west of range B, I also found a very fertile soil, as far as the Trois
Pistoles river, of which the banks, being very steep, ha,'e necessarily a dry 
soil; but from this bst I met a level and fertile soil, to the south west'line 
of Begon, \vhich can also be surmised from the honest comfort in which 
the settlers lin. 

(J.-ElJarisle St. Pierre, 30th July, 187:2.) 

Township of Botsford. 

The results of this sUHey fully warrant jhe opllllOn hitherto enter
tained of tIl<' value of these lands. This township, nearly all o\'er, is 
eminently fit for settlement; there are a few mountains, but they are mostly 
all covered with arable soil. Hard wood prenils in the first range There 
is not a single lot crossed by my lines, which does not show birch in abun
dance; sugaries are yery numerous and extensi\'e; the Cedar gro\es are 
not generally as extensiw as in the townships which I previously tra
versed. It may be remarked that cedar occurs also here on the slopes of 
the mountains, in many places, which shows that the land is arable. 
Another proof in fayor of the excellence of these lands is that the timber 
is remarkably tall and large. I frequently met pine logging roads running in 
all directions, so that all the fine pine has been removed. As for tamarac, 
I dit not come across any, or in such small quantity that it was n0t worth 
mentioning. There are no swamps in this township. To conclude as 
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regards the timber, I may say without exaggeration that hard wood is more 
abundant than in the other townships which I have thus far seen. The 
soil is stony in certain place~; but these places are so few, that I do not 
think them worthy of remark. However, I hold above all to be truthful 
in my report. All the lots along the Saint-Francis river are first class; to 
appreciate the truth of this statement, one has only to see the comfortable 
position to which Messrs Joseph Nadeau and John N. Morrison, who reside 
on these lots, have already attained. I have no doubt that when these 
lands are known, they will be almost immediatly taken up and settled; 
but there is one drawback which is calculated to greatly delay the progress 
of colonization in these localities-I mean the want of communication with 
the settlements below. 

(J.-N. Duval, 28th January, 1865.) 

Township of Cabano. 

The tv,,-o first ranges of this township are cedar groves on excellent 
grey and black soil. The lands to the north east of the river Bleue are just 
as fine and le,-e1 as those along the Cabano river. 

(F-A. Teln, 15th November, 1864.) 

I began by running the range line between the ranges 3 and -!. In 
following this line, I passed through a number of cedar groves, principally 
to the north east of the centre line, and ill the south west section of this 
range, w here I crossed one of great extent. I also traversed lanJ somewhat 
broken, it is true, but fertile, judging from the excellent quality of the 
soil, which is covered on the heights with good mixed hard and soft wood, 
and in the bottom lands generally with cedar, yet somewhat stony in certain 
Set·hOllS. It is to be remarked that the soil in the cedar groves, instead of 
being of a wet black earth, is good clay, covered with a light coat of black 
mould. :'{ 0 wild meadows occur, but in certai:l sections the soil would be 
particularly suited to the growth of hay. In following the range line 
between the fourth and fifth ranges, I found the soil mostly the same, 
except in the sonth west section, where I did not meet the cedar grove already 
spOKen of. There is also to the north west of this cedar gro-ve, and near 
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the centre lill '. :l splendid ridge of maple QT')\','S. used as sugaries. The 
central part or the range line hetween the fifth and sixth ranges is low land 
covered 'with redar, except on the banks of the Bleue riYe;', where, as far as 
I can judge, lhe soil is mostly "by and co\'ered with alders. The two 
exln'mities of thi" last rangf' are somewhat broken, but the soil, on the 
whole, is so rich thac I \"ould recommend this last line to make a double 
range. Then' is. ill the Borth e<lst part of this range line. :1 small mountain 
which has bl'Pll bnrnt on'r, and which is now covered with a second 
glOwth, consisting of white birch, fir, spruce, and in some spots of a little 
maple. Following the range line between the sixth and seHuth ranges I met 
a n'1'Y good soil, generally \'owred with mixed wood, eXn'pt in the bottoms 
w here, a,~ else'w 1lt'1'1:' general} y, cedar predominates, but nothing that can 
preyent the I·wit1er from locating there. On the ,,,hole. I would recommend 
the surn'yed pari of this tovYllship to intendivg settlers and adyise them to 
settle there. 

(.f.-E. 8r.-Iifl're. :30th .J nly, 186£1.) 

Township of Demers. 

Throughout lily operations Ionly met olle small lake called Trout lak>, 
the banks ,,[, which are 110t yery high and which is surrounded hy mixed 
timber. As for the qll:dity of the land embraced ill this SHr\-ey. I may say 
that it is~'el]l'\'ally "l'l'Y good, although sOllll'what ~tnlly in cerLlin places, 
but 110 lixl'rt ro,_'ks are met with. The l'<'!,;'ion is also \n,ll adapted to sd

tlement, as it i" generally leycl, l'."pecially along' ill!' range line bct\veell the 
sixth and SI'\,' '11 th ran~·es. There are also facili tip:; for making a good road 
in the northen~teJ'll part ot this township. 

The land in thi,,,; township which remains to be snneyed seems to me 
rather good, and hUlltl'rs who hn\'p yisitpd it agree III saylll~' that it is 
well fitted for till~l~·\:,. 

(G.-A. Dr liNt. :::Oth Febrnarv, 1865) 
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Township of Estcourt. 

From the north east bank of the Saint-Francis river to the south west 
of the Portage, I ran a line in the astronomical direction north 45 0 east, 
which I prolongl'd to Long lake, that is to say, for a distan8e of two hun
dred and thirty-five chains and sixteen links. On the cour",' ot this line 
for 123 chains, the land is ltlvel and the wood mixed, comprising cedar, fir, 
spruce and birch. The remainder of the line passes through a large maple 
groye. This land rises to 140 chains, then gently slopes to\onwds the lake 
for a distance of 1:2~ chains. The soil on all the line is of excellent quality, 
as far as can be judged by the size of the timber, which is large and tall, an 
infallible indication of great fertility. The DIue river has a strong current 
in some places, and all the branches furnish \\~atl'r ~)O\yf'r" The land on 
both banks, as al~o on those of its tributaries, is of superior quality. The 
poplar and elm abound, specially on the banks of the main rinr, which 
are everywhere cuYered by these trees. I met no stones. 

All these advantages combined render this place snitable for settlement. 
But this is not all; at a short distance from the Blue river, there is a series 
of splendid maple groves, which appeared to me to be very extensive, 
so that the farmer is certain to find therein all that he needs for the pros
perity of agriculture, a fertile soil free from rocks, numerous and powerful 
water powers, wood of tbe best quality, rich and abundant sugaries. Could 
a finer prospect ever be offered to tllt' Canadian pioneer '? 

The north east lateral line of the township of E,..tconrt has been pro
longed to the river Cabano, that is to say, for a dist <tn, .,. of ten miles and 
sixty links. The first mile crosses a very high mountain, but the soil is of 
good quality and covered with hard wood. The second mill' lillishes on 
the south west side of another, but smaller mountain than the first, and a 
branch of the Blue river flows between these two mountains. From the 
top of the highest, in very clear weather, I took in at a glance thl~ whole 
township ot Estcourt, from which I judged that it is in g'>!lf!ral pretty 
level and well wooded, while a closer examination enabl,'s mG to state 
that there is hard wood everyw here mixed with cedar, fir and I-; prnce ; the 
trees are very large and wcll shaped. At twenty-thret> ..JUlin" on thcl third 
mile, the line ('uts olle of the branches of (hI' BIlw ri \'er, which at this poin t 
is sewnty-two links wide and flows to the north east. As far as ther'Ol th e 
land slopes a good deal; the most abundant woods are generally birch, 
fir and cedar; the south east bank of the river is fifty feet high here. On the 
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last section of this mile, there is some pine, and also, as in the first section, 
cedar, fir and spruce. The land along the whole extent of this mile is 
generally good. The fourth, fifth and sixth miles are generally level, the 
seil is good mostly eyerywhere and Gomparati"\Tely free from rocks, and the 
timber is again ct'dar, fir and spruce. On the seventh mile the timber con
tinues the same, and the soil is of as good a quality, but more rolling. 
At seventy-one chains on this mile, the line cuts the main branch of the 
Blue rinr, which in this section measures one chain in width and runs to 
the north ea<;t. The eighth, ninth and tenth miles are level; as for the 
timber and the quality of the soil, &c., they are very much similar to the last 
preceding miles. At fifty-eight chains on the eleventh mile, I met the 
Cabano river. At about fifty chains from its mouth, the land slopes towards 
the river, and the f>oil is about of the same description. 

I may stah' in conclusion, to sum up this report, that the township of 
Estcourt is Oll'~ of the finest which has eyer been explored in this country. 
It would not be easy to find many others so level and combining ill so 
high a dE'gree all the adnntages which it contains. The climate is gene
Tally warmer than on the shores of the Saint-Lawrence; this winter there 
has been les.; snow and the cold has been less severe than in the parishes 
on the shores of the river. 

(E. Casgrain, 18th April, 1864.) 

Along' the fron t between the fifth and sixth ranges, we meet but 
one river. called the Blue river, on the 54th lot. It is one chain wide and 
it flows south east; its bed being composed of very fine sand, mixed with 
grey and white pebbles. This line is, moreover, cut at intervals by small 
brooks running towards the north east. On the way from one extremity to 
the otht'r of this front range, I noticed that the land was very arable. grey 
and not very rocky. The most common woods are the cedar, birch, fir and 
spruce. The snrface is generally level; I met some hard wood ridges, 
but not high or steep enough to prevent the making of a good road. 

Betweell the sixteenth and seventeenth lots, I ran a line running 
towards the north east towards the depths of the sixth and seventh ranges. 

Along the whole of my lines, the land traversed was level and very fit 
for tillage, being composed genE'rally of a grey soil. The most abundant 
woods ill this part are cedar. fir and birch; there are also a few poplars. 
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Between the thirty-ninth and fortieth lots of the front line, I ran a centre 
line towards the south-west, to determine the depths of the fourth, fifth, 
sixth and eigth ranges. This line passes o\Ter generally level land except 
on the sixth and seventh ranges, which are very broken in the neighborhood 
of the Blue river, which crosses at the forty-fourth chain on the sixth range. 
I subdivided the groun:! into sixty-six lots of thirteen chains, on both sides 
of the PonhenaB'amook road, from the south east line of the township of 
Estcourt. This line crosses the mGst level land of the whole township. 
It is everywhere vrry fit for tillage and very free from stones. The forest 
growth is very vigorous; there are magnificent maple groves on the ninth, 
tenth, eleventh, nineteenth, twentieth and twenty-first lots, which will 
make magnificent settlements. On the remainder of the road, the timber 
comprises cedar, birch, fir and spruce, which are all remarkable for their 
size. Two ri\'ers cross this line. The first on the sixth lot is not very large 
and runs to the south west; its width is forty links and it is fordable. The 
second is the Blue river, crossing the sixty-fourth lot and running to the 
south east; it is one chain wide and its depth of water is three feet. Its 
bed is coyered with yery fine sand. 

Range VIII. At seventeen chains,on the sixty-sixth lot, I struck the south 
east lateral line of the township of Estcourt. The land is generally level 
and cultivable and shows few stones or rocks. There are splendid maple 
groves on the becond, third, fourth and fifth lots, and on the remainder of 
the line the most abundant woods are cedar, fir, birch and spruce; there 
are also a few pine of inferior quality which the lumbermen oyerlooked. 

Range VII. I finally went to the post between the sixth and seventh 
ranges, on the centre line, from which I ran a front line parallel to the 
preceding, running to the south east 355 chains, and towards the north 
west 299 chains, which front I divided into lots of thirteen chains. Like 
the preceding it is cut by the two branches of the Blue river, viz: on the 
thirty-fourth and forty-sixth lots, and both streams run towards the south 
southwest between very high banks; otherwise, the land is gcnerally level on 
this line and everywhere cultivable. At seventeen chains on the sixty-sixth 
lot, we met the lateral line of the township. My survey ended there. 

From this report, it is easy conclude that this township is admirably 
qualified for settlement, being generally level, comparatinly free from rocks, 
well timbered and watered by a rather large river; there is no place where 
the land is not of good quality, and it is everywhere cultivable; in certain 
places indicated, the soil is even of superior quality. Then are a few ridges 
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here and there, but they are aU cultivable. I can therefore say in conclud
ing this report without fear of being taxed with exaggeration, that the 
township of Estcourt, thanks to all these advantages so rarely found to
gether, is one of the most deserving of the attention of courageous settlers. 

(E. Casgrain, October, 186-1:.) 

Before dosing this brief report of my operations and observations on 
the territory explored, I may remark that this last part of the township of 
Estcourt, which I was instructed to survey, is very fit for tillage; the soil 
being generally level, not very rocky and well watered, and, as shown by 
my report, offering great attractions to the settler. 

(E. Casgrain, Fabruary, 1866.) 

Township of Hocquart. 

The land along this line is generally of inferior quality, stony, marshy 
and very uneven; nevertheless, on the seventh and eighth ranges, there are 
fine maple groves, where sugar is made every year. By what I could see 
from the heights, a part of the fifth and sixth ranges consists of laud of 
mediocre quality for cultivation, but the upper part ofthe township seemed to 
be nearly all in maple groves, although tIl<' land appeared to me to be 
mountainous and uneyen. As in the other :-;ediuns of the township, the 
merchantable timber has been ('ut off long since. 

(Chas. FO/lOlier, 10th December, 1864.) 

Township of Parkington. 

This township is nearly all well adapted to cultintion and offers very 
great ad\antages for colonization. The soil is rich and composed in Palt of 
grey loam. The timber is generally very large and tall o,-e1' the whole tract 
surveyed, VI' hich is a proof of the superiority of the land. Although I made 
this survey when there were three feet of snow on the ground, I can 
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nevertheless say with certainty that it is not stony, as all the posts were 
solidly placed in the earth. The rivers and brooks crossed in this section 
are very few, which is the reason why the land is generally sandy; never
theless we frequently come across fine valleys (or low lands), so that nothing 
is wanting for successful grain culture. The mountains, in this district, 
are covered with soil and have gentle slopes. 

Hard wood preduminates; there are scan;elyany lots, crossed by my 
lines, on which I noticed any birch, but large and splendid maple groves 
are met, very fit to form fine sUg'aries. I also noticed certain <'edar groves, 
small, it is true, but so fine as to make it my duty to mention them. The 
cedars are straight and of an extraordinary size and length, and the soil in 
these sections is very rich. Old logging roads cross this township, in every 
direction; and some rather fine pine, but in very small quantity, can still 
be seen in some spots. As for tamarac, I did not see any. I need not insist 
on the value and attractiveness of the lands just traversed. 

(J.-N. Dugal, 26th August, 1866.) 

Townships of Parkington and Robinson. 

The most of the land subdivided by me in these two townships is 
emi.nently adapted to tillage, with the exception of a few rOGky outcrops 
in certain spots, so that nearly the whole of it otfers gnarantees of comfort 
to the settlers who will not fail to locate there as soon as your Department 
throws it open to purchase. The surface of the two townships is pretty 
broken, cut, as It is, in all directions by brooks, rivers and their small 
affiuents, which come down from both sides of the h,~ig:ht,,; into the valleys 
and upon some of which mills call be (~rl'ded at "mall cost and with the 
prospect of great usefulness to the settlers. Th'se tributarie.5 generally 
take their rise in the surrounding lakes. 

The soil, in such broken land, is not, of course, compLlsed of aUu vion 
and clay; it is rather a grey and yellow 101m mix<~d with saHl. overlaid 
with a fertile mould, which promises well, judging" from the luxuriant 
forests of all kinds of wood upon it. Ash, white pine and cedar predom
inate in all the bottoms of the Baker river and a part of its tributaries, 
covering land of the highest value. There is no longer any great quantity 
of merchantable timber along this river and on the hclights in the two 
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to,Ynships. Pine, which was never abundant, is now all gone, and on the 
heights and their slopes, the maple, birch, beech, fir and spruce predominate. 
All the merchantable spruce, howe,"er, has been cut off. 

The Baker riYer, which discharges into lake Mernimpticook and thence 
in to the rin~r St. John, is a very pretty little stream with a sandy and rock
less bed, and without falls, but, in certain places, with a rapid and shallow 
current, which renders it navigable only by canoes. The lakes, which 
em pty in to it, are deep and, as they are full of fish, would be of great assistance 
to the settlers locating in these townships, if their finny wealth was not in 
great part destroyed in summer by poachers from New-Brunswick, who 
ascend this river armed \"ith nets and negogs and commit irreparable havoc 
among the large red and white trout. The so called fishery guardians do 
not seem to pay any attention to this great wrong', as not one of them has 
yet taken the trouble to pay this place a visit, though one is imperatively 
demanded. 

In the township of Robinson, some clearings have been made by set
tlers from New-Brunswick, who are located and reside on the shores of the 
magnificent lake Baker. They have selected this place in order to be nearer 
the church erected at the other end of the lake, a distance of four or five 
miles. Here as elsewhere the land is excellent. 

(F-A. Tetu, 19th January, 1881.) 

Township of Raudot. 

Resides the remarks contained in my field book, I think it right to give 
you a brief report on the soil, timber, &c .. of the section I surveyed in this 
township. 

SOIL.-The first range of the township of Raudot is generally good 
loam mixed with sandy loam on which hard wood prevails and a large 
number of sugaries haye been established; it is also composed of good clay 
bottom lands well adapted to tillage. With several slight deviations, to avoid 
two)malllakes and one ridge, a good road might he opened from one end 
to the other on this front. The second range is generally of good land, in 
the north east section, from one end to the other of the lots but towards , 
the middle of the south west section, only two thirds of the lots are good; 
the remainder, near the front between the second and third ranO'es is low o , 
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and swampy. It will never be possible to open a road on this front, from 
one end to the other, for this reason. 

The third range is also generally very good land, except a small part 
of the front of these lots between the second and third ranges. There is a 
number of sugaries on this range. The same may be said of the fourth 
range, near the front; a road is only needed to open up these lands promptly. 
In all the section which I surveyed, the land is uneven, being nothing but 
a mass of hillocks, hills and dales, of \yhich no part of any extent is level; 
nevertheless there are no rocky outcrops or any uncultivable mountains in 
the sed ions through which I passed; a road can be made on this front from 
one end to the other, with the exceptions specified further on. 

TIMBER.-These lots are wooded with fir, whiLe birch, birch, maple, a 
few beech and spruct'. All this last kind of wood which was fit for logs, in 

. the neighborhood of and along the rin~rs, has been cut off years ago. We 
met pine stumps here and there, but not one single pine tree is standing 
now, where I passed. 

LAKEs.-It is seldom, on the south side of the St. Lawrence, and on so 
small an extent of land as that surveyed by me in Raudot, that so many 
lakes occur. I was told that there is another pretty large one, on the fourth 
range, towards the lots numbers twelve and eighteen or twenty, but I did 
not see it. 

Lake St. John is generally deep, although the land:,:, on both sides, 
near the lake are len I or gradually sloping, and seem to be well wooded 
with hard and soft wood, especially towards the souih west part of the lake. 
Viewed from the lake, and judging from the appearance of the timber which 
surround it, the land seems good for tillage. Then' is a great deal of fish 
in this lake; we caught three kinds white fish, of which some measured 
from fifteen to eighteen inches in length, pickerel and trout. They say there 
is a fourth kind, but we did not catch any. The small lake which discharges 
into the river Boisbouscache, on the lots number three and four ot the 
third range, contains, they say, a great deal ot trout; we did not fish there. 
The other lakes are not very deep, and soml' of tht'm, although covered all 
over throughout the year with water, look more like swamps than lakes, and 
contain no fish. 

(C.-F. Fournier, December, 1865-66.) 
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COUXTY OF TERREBONNE. 

Townships of Beresford and Howardo 

As my instrn\'! iOll;; expressly enjoined me to only survey in Howard 
and Beresford the most suitable settling land, I thonght it my duty to not 
touch Howard on a,';onnt of its extremely mountainous character, its 
stony soil and the poor quality of its hard wood, which render it altogether 
unfit for colonization; perhaps, it is better in the west towards the river 
Rouge; stillllothing ,'an be s.'en but mountains, 

I ran the di,oision lille between Howard and Beresford and planted 
a boundary and post; I prolongoed this di \Tision line. which I chained and 
bounded, as far as the central line, that is, to lot number twenty-three. The 
land on this trat'/ is fine, "x,'ept a few lots, and even there is only a small 
part of these bad. But on the twenty-first lot, a terrible mountain is met, 
over which I de"med it adl"isable not to run the centre line. I ran and 
bounded the second range line to the same depth as the preceding, th'tt is 
to say, to the centre line. Thi:s range line is fiue and there is a great dt'al 
.of hard wood. I ran the third range line only to the depth of ten lots. The 
tenth lot is cut by a lar~,' lake, which is said to be about four to fi,'e miles 
in leng;th. I ran a fourth rauQ,"G line to the same depth as the preceding, 
that is, ten loh. not (ipsiring to prolong it, until after the :scaling of the lakeo 
From the fourth range line I chained the fourth range, \V hich the river 
du Nord cuts at t\\'t'lltyosix dJ.lius from the last range line. 

I did Hot noti,·,· in the course of my sUlTey any remarkable river, 
except the river o.n ~o!'d ; but I cannot speak of it until after scaling it. 
The larg,!:,;t brook is the di:-i,.]l;,r~·,~ of lake Cornu, which cuts (he second 
range line on lot nine, and falL, I think, into the large lake, running 
consequently to the north t'a"t. Its ayera~e width is from forty-fiye to sixty 
links. I did not HOtiCt' any falls or mill sites. There are swamps only 
around thl' lakt':<, and they are not of great extent: only the land is very 
stony. ~till, these little swamps will always lw useful to settlers, on 
account of their timber, as the]',' is no pine at all. This section of Beresford 
would certainly make fine settl .. ments. 

(G. Lario/elte, June 3rd, 185).) 
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Township of Wexford. 

The township of 'Vexford pl'esen.ts a ,'err hroken snrl':\"l" "omposed of 
mountains, some of which are very high, of valleys and of level land, 
with a great number of Iltkes, of which some are rather 1ar'i'" All the 
mountains are composed ofprimiti\'e rocks, all dipping in tIlt' :-:alll,' direction. 
The variation of the needle, \\hich Jilldnatl'1'; in a rather astonishillgmanner 
from one point to another, indicat,~:-: that the most of t 111'1';(. mountains 
contain iron. The surfwe of the soil is "\','rywlw)'l' COycfi,d with all kinds 
of wood, most of which are of fiue gTowth. It i:; espei:ially on the tops and 
slope, of the mountains that ,,'e find fine hard wood, which is rather singular; 
the summits and slopes of some of these mountains show excell,'nt lands. 
The soil is compose1 of a light loam, partly stony. Xearly all the lots 
situated llear Chert:-:ey also show ,'ery good lands, but, after all, a~ a matter 
of fad, a part of all the lots or thi:-; towllship is fit for ,·ultinltlOl1. The 
centre line proved that tlw portion of tIl\' towllship, which l'l'mains to be 
di"ided, will give to hoth sides of this line lots which :;,·,>m better than 
those already di\'id",l; at I,';l.,;t, t·\'(·t'ythin~· point:; to this cOllcln"iou, 
jndgill~' from the "iew I had frolll the top of some high mountains. 

(F.-G.- rr. Re!!.,·wl/fll, 10th December, IX.')1.) 

Tb,· township of \\rexford i" "l>r~' moulltaiIlUll.~ ~1llll hrokell, filll~d with 
hills allll vull,·y:; and dotted with a ,·cmsideral,]. nnmher of tine bk,·,;, 
eSj)l"'ially in its north G'1,t,'1'll jJ:lrt. All tlw larger bk,':; are d,· .. 'p. and their 
waters clear. limpid and yery \\'holesome. The slol>'~ or the mountains shows 
a land admirably adapt"ll to cultiyutioll. The rocks of tIll' north e cst sectiull 
are, so to suy, all alike. They consist of feldspar or trapp, alld ill gdlleral 
contain ypry little iron. I found 011'> whidl s,>enwLl to I,,> c"q),>ntille-at least 
it had all its dwraderislii'l'; it i" IDeated lwh\'l~t'li 'V"xiord and Doncaster. 
Those of the sonth ,Yest ,wdiun differ litil" from thp prt":"diug ; only a il.,\\, 
('ontain a little mort' silica. I ~earched with partinllar can', in th,> interest 
of colonization, for 1il11e~tolll" bnt foundllone uny\\,h,·re. 

TIlt' towuship of , Vex ford prodnt·c's nearl~' all kinds of timber, with 
the ex·..'eptioll or oak; at least, I S1.vV but a fe\\' small ones, espeGiallv near 
DOlll·;lster. All the north east section abounds with maple, hirch and other 
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hard woods, and this section is generally more favorable to agriculture than 
that in the south west; the land is also less broken. The south west section 
produces finer pine, but it is generally little adapted to cultiyation; the 
mountains are moreover steeper and' the valleys rockier. The surface of 
'Wexford is obstructed by numbers of large fallen trees, which caused me 
considerable loss of time; they are sometimes so interlaced one into the 
other that they can only be compared to chevaux de frise presenting their 
points. The prevailing winds are from the west or south west, for, although 
the fallen trees are lying in all directions, still, in the places where there is 
a series of fallen trees, they are mostly found with their heads to the east 
or to the north east. 

'],he surface and soil of Wexford can only be compared to the Vermont 
mountains in th", United-States or those of Switzerland, in Europe. I have 
been through both of those countries. and I can certify that, if there is a 
difference, it is in fa,-or of Wexford. 

(F.-G.- V. Regnaud, 4th March, 1853.) 
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COUNTY OF WOLFE. 

Township of Garthby. 

The present road lines traced in Garthby pass oyer a fair aye rage of 
land fit for settlement. From the position and extent of these road lines, 
as delineated on the plan, it will be seen that only a minor portion of the 
township is comprised in the lots fronting on the same, and bounded i •• 
the field. It does not appear, however, from all the observations I was enabled 
to make, that much land a,ailable for settlement can be found in anyone 
tract in that township. 

For the purpose of affording access to the unsurveyed portion of 
Garthby, lying to the south west of the present snr\'ey, and contiguous to 
the augmentation of Ham and eastern part of Weedon, it would seem 
advisable to resene a road line along the north east line of tlU' augmenta
tion of Ham from the Gosford road on the end of lot F, qnit\~ throngh to 
the tract lying contiguous to "Weedon and also to reserve a roae1 line along 
the line between lots fifty and fifty-one, range one south, continuing; in the 
direction ofthat line to Weedon. in which Yil~inity t h\'r~ are some ele\'ation,., 
of land, apparently of good quality for :-;ettlemellt, amoll:=;' the nnsnr\'eyed 
waste lands of the Crown in both townships. 

(A. TVe'I.~, 18th April, IS-ln.) 

In general the lands of the township of Garthby are prdty 113\'1'1. There 
are but two high mountains, one on the south east lill'~ of W olf~tOWll. 
behveen lakes l:reeches and Sanday, in the first range sout h past, and 
the second range north, and the othl!r to the north west ~lIld north ,'ast of 
the East lake. The 10rest is composed principally of soft and resinous 
woods, such as spruce, fir, pine and ('I~dar; and the hard "woods, inci uding 
birch, soft maple, maple, ash and beech, are generally scattered through 
and mixed with the first, but in numerically inferior proportion; so that 
there are but few lots on which hard wood predominates. T:le lands 011 
which the hard wood grows in greater abundance are in the fourth, fifth 
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and se,'en th south east rang-es. I rt1marked that the hard wood lands are 
generally rockier than those upon which the wood is mixed, soft and hard, 
and I ha,e no doubt that these la~t will be preferable and of better quality 
when they are cleared. Still, it is seldom that the latter are soug-ht after 
as much as the J01'll1er. and the reason of this preference lies in the fact that 
the hard wood lands lila)" be l:ulti ,"ated at less expense, and that the poor 
settler, in It)t':1till~' on them, ret·O\'t~r.~ a part of the value of his labor from 
the a:-hes which he COllYl'rts iuto ashes for the manufacture of alkalis, such 
as potash and pt>arlash. 

In generaL the lands of thl' township of Garthby. are not of poorer 
quality than thost' of many other towllships, where colonization makes 
remarkable progress 8\"e1'y year, which leads me to hope that, from the 
ulldeyeloped state ill which they are to-day, they will soon be changed into 
fertile fields, \Y hidl \"ill be the ('ase especially if they are rendered accessi· 
ble hy by-roads. 

(.T.-B. Richard, !Ith June, Is/n.) 

Township of Ham. 

The land in thi" part of the towll"hip of Ham is generally mountaillous, 
but with slopl'" \"hi .. h will allow "",1 tIer" to 101·"te on them. The soil is 
geuerally ~'()()(l for a!,!Tilultnrf', but it is some~\Yhat rocky. This part of the 
towuship ill ~I'llnally in hard \",,()(l mixed with white spruce. 

In t·Olll·;lldill~·. I think it my duty to remark that. although the part 
adnally :mITey,·d j" of a nature to de·n·lop colonization in this important 
"l't'lion of th,· towll"llip. I haYI' no doubt that the "until west and north 
west of this tU\\"ilship, as also th,· ninth, tenth and ele,"ellth l'anO'es of the 

'" township of Wolfstown, which are still ulldh"ided, are milch better adapted 
to settlemen t. 

(F. L. Puudrier, 2nd October 1855.) 
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Township of Stratford. 

The principal line of road proceeding from lake Aylmer through Strat
ford, in the direction oflake Megantic, is on the front of the second and third 
ranges south west. The quality of the land o~ this line is generally favorable 
for settlement and fOT the construction of a road through the ~\Yhole town
ship, and there are extensive tracts ofland apparently of very good quality for 
settlement on the south ,,,'est side of this survey, extending back in some 
cases Uf~ar the southern part of the township to the depth of several addi
tional ranges. 

There is also a tract of \ery excellent land for settlement on the centre 
or first range north east and south west, extending from the thirty-sixth 
lot to the end of the township, and it is probable that a considerable portion 
of these ranges to the north west of the above section will, a.t some future 
day, be brought under cultivation. 

The land along the line between the second and third ranges north east, 
with the exception of the lots from number thirty-six to forty, is entirely 
unfit for settlement, and no road line could be carried in that direction. 

The whole formation in this section of the SUl'\'ey consists in swamps 
interspersed with rocky hillocks, the swamps as well as the higher parts being 
exceedingly rocky and the surface of the ground covered with a deep moss. 

It is said by hunters and others, who have tra\ersed that region, that 
there are some tracts of land in the territory fit for settlement, situated to 
the north east of these rangf's ; but my own observations did not enable me 
to decide as to the accuracy of this statement. 

(A. Wells, 18th April, 1849.) 

Townships of Stratford and Garthby. 

Two-thirds of the land in the eleventh range of Stratford, as also in 
the fourth and fifth ranges of Garthhy, appear in general to be fit enough 
for tillage. The i!oil is somewhat stony and composed in great part of a 
whitish earth. The timber consists mostly of pine and spruce, with a few 
fir, cedar, birch and hemlock; from what the people of the locality say, 

25 
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most of these lots will be settled ere long. Lots thirty·eight, thirty-nine, 
forty-one, forty-two and forty-three of the third range of Garthby are covered 
with timber through \yhich fire has run. 

All the twelfth range of Stratford is fit for tillage. The soil in general 
is composed of black mould. The ,yood is composed of hirch, hemlock, 
ash, maple, spruce, fir, a little cectar and b.·('<"h, but the bulk is hard wood. 
According to the information received, it would seem that all this range 
is already well started for settlement. 

In the sixth range of Garthby, all the soil is arable, bping composed of 
black mould. TIH~ timber consists in greater part of hard wood. Mostly 
all this range is already being settled. There is a magnificent water 
power for mills on the rin'l' Saint Francis, opposite the thirty-first lot of the 
sixth range of Garthby and the eighth lot of the twelfth range of Stratford. 

Before (,clJl<·luding, I would remark that, as for the timber which 
remains in the section of the townships which I subdidded, all the best ot 
it has been cnt off by the limit ownt>rs, and tlll:re remains nothing now 
eXI?ept what was of no yalue to the lumbermen. 

(C. J.l.hchalld, 1st March, 1878.) 



SURVEY OF TERRITORIES 

OTT A WA DISTRICT. 

REGION BET\VEEK LAKES TDrISC.BIINGUE AND ABDITIBBI. 

In accordance with your directions, I was eng;aC);ed durin~ the past 
seasOli ill making a geological examination of a portion of the COUll tryon 
the Ottawa to the northward and eashyard of lake Temiscamill!,!:n.~·, The 
country bordering the Ottawa river, as far as the head of thi, Ltke, was 
expluH·d many years ago by Sir -\\T. E. Lo~:m; and in lS70 and 1871, 
exploratory trayerses were made, in the former ye,t:· by 2111'. Hichardson, 
and in the lat tel' year by myself, across the country in a north·westerly 
direction from Lake St. John, on the Saguen:ty, as far as lake :\listassini. 
Between the latter Jake and the head of lake T,'mi~(:amingue. :md extending 
nort\Yarcl to Hudson's Eay, there is a large area, of the g"ologi_'~:l character 
of ",hiGh almost nothing ,vas known. I was directed to turn my attention 
to this region, with a yiew of determinir.g, as far as possible, the boundaries 
of the principal rock formations; a spI'ci:l1 interest haviw~; l\';"llfy been 
given to it by the discovery in 1870, by Mr. Richardson of tIlt' Geological 
Survey. of a series of crystalline sl~hists, 'with serpell tine and conglomerates, 
occurring to the south of lake J\Iistassini, and haying' a norlh east and 
south west strike. These rocks possess the double interest of containing' 
importallt deposits of copper ore, and of having furnished a fu~"il coral. It 
was therefore part of my instructions to endeavour to a8("{'rt:1in how far 
they extend to the westward, and, if possible, what may be th"il' relation to 
the Huronian rocks so extensi vely exposed along the north shor2s of Lakes 
Huron and Superior. 

LeaYi:~g Fort Temiscamingue on 11th of J nly, we set out for lake 
Abbitibbi by the route usually followed by the canoes of the Hudson Bay 
Company. From the head of the lake, we ascended the O.tawa to lac des 
Quinze, a distance of about fifteen miles, though in a straight line the 
distance is only eleven. This portion of the Ottawa is locally known as 
the Quinze, from the fact that, in ascending it in canoes, about fifteen 
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"01'taO'es have to be made, though the number varies aecording to circum-
, 0 c 

stances. Its general upv\'ard course is E. by N., or nearly at right angles 
TO the general direction of the yalley of lake Temiscamil.gue, and that of 
1 he riYt'r Blanche, its extension northward. It is, for the greater part of 
the distance, a succession of formidable rapids and cascades, the difference 
1n [('yel bet\Yeen the hyo lakes being probably not less than 250 feet The 
~ocks are well exposed throughout, especially at the portages. I shall 
j;erdol"t, llesclil)(> the rocks with reference to the yarious portages. The 

I!i"iit of tl)l''';(' is about 1\\'0 miles above lake Temiscamingue, and is 
'-,F(l'l'dcd by i wo others in a distance of a little over a mile. The first 
l\YO are quite short, and overcome two falls from ten to twelve feet 
high; tll<' third is half a mile long, and the fall is about fifty-six feet. At 
·,ue point in this latter, there is a descent of about twenty feet in a siQ,gle 

fall, which appears to be the hi~'Jll'st at anyone point 011 the Quinze. The 
Tock ('xposcd at all the.'", portages appears to be very uniform in character, 
"wing- a \'('ry hard, dark g']'('y silieious mica slate or schist, usually haying 
a }';l!hpr imp!']'!'!'('! cll';1nge parallel with indistinct whitish lines and 
''-ircaks. TI]I'~1' lilli'S, though usually obseure, 'were always detected on close 
ill:"jl(·(·j ion,,: and as 1 h,·y an' remarkably l11~iform in direction and inclina
tion and llppellred to "orr""polld with occasional slight Y:niatiolls in texture 

;].1 ('olom. I think they may he rpgarded llS indicating the bedding of the 
TOCk. 'fbi- snPPo'ition is confirmed by the fact that the dip which they 
:iYl' ((lnl',~p(lllds "'ith th:11 oh"l'lTed further up at ,arious points where 

. JkH' C:11l11ot posf'ihly he any douht of its character. The dip obtained in 
tlli> \\,:1y, lin the fir"t three portages, "aries in direction from 50° to 80<) 
~Y. of N., and in amount from Gl~' to 8.5", the preyailing strike and dip 
',"lng' :th,n! X. 70° '\". < in'''- The direction of the dip appears to become 
~l1f,rl' nearly \\'('st, ;1J]ll the inclination less in going np the ri,'er. 

Abo\'(' the third portag'(>, there iE' an internl of nearly three miles 
~)t'fo]'(> the fourth is reached. The rocks are the same, as far as they are seen, 
hut there are fpw exposures. The fourth portage is the first of another 
:1'nl.1p of three, o'>"lll'ring in about the same distance as the first three, and 
situated on the south side of an island which here diyides the river into 
~ \YO channels It is only a few chains long and oyercomes a beautiful 
;)sl'ade just. aboye ",here the two channels unite. The whole fall at this 

r orhgC' is a bout .twen ty feet. The rock is the same at'. on the lower POl'

i,lges, except that it is finer and more compact in texture, and less silicious. 
The di p, obsen-ed onl y at one point, is S. 68° W. < 62°. 
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The fifth portage begins about a quarter of a mile above the last, is 
nearly half a mile long, and the fall in the river is about fifty feet. The 
rocks are well seen, and consist chiefly of fine-grained, rather soft mil~' 
slate, cleaving readily into thin, regular sheets. The colour is lighter than 
on the lower portages, and considerable masses arc wry soft, and greellish
drab in colour, approaching in character to nacreous slates. In the lowl'l' 
part of the portage, the slates are interstratified with massi n~ grey quartz
ites very slightly micaceous. At the heau of the portage, crystalline diortt·· 
forms a ridge of about a hundred paces wide, hadng a direction which 
accords with the strike of the slate rocks. The uip of the rocks on this 
portage is well seen, and is pretty uniform throughout, being about 
S. 340 E. < 76°. Similar soft rocks occur along' tlHl river for about three 
miles farther, for which distance the river runs nearly in their strike, or 
about N. E. and S. W. The dip, for the ~TL~ater part of this di:-;tance, as on 
the portage just described, is to the south easbvard, but at so high ~lll aug'Ie 
that a very slight ch::lllge would give an inclination in the oppo3ite direc· 
tion, which is the prevailing one throughont the Quinze "edion. No 
lower inclination than the above (70°) was observed, and in the upper 
part of the distance the strata are generally nearly vertical. 

The sixth portage is about a quarter of a mile above the fifth, anu reaches 
to within a few yards of the head of the island. The fall h"'re is about 
eight feet. On the upper part of the islanu there is a conspicuous exposnn' 
of a light grey granitic gneiss, consisting of glassy quartz and white feldspar, 
with a smaller amollnt of dark brown mica in small scales. The whole 
mass, as far as observed, is quite uniform in colour anu h'xt,nn', aud occa
sionally t here is a decided parallelism in the arrallg'l~mellt of th,' consti tuent 
minerals. The strike and dip of the planes thus indicated, at the only point 
where they were well observed, is the same a:,; that of th,: stratified rocks 
in the vicinity. The whole rock. however, is aft8cted by another remark· 
ably regular set of divisional planes, forming laYL'!'s from two to five or s.ix 
feet thick, and of which the underlie is about N. 8° E. < 20"'. The mass is 
lenticular in form, and i'i about six hundreu yards long' by one hundred 
wide, the longer axis being approximately parallel with the strike of the 
slate rocks in the vicinity. On the south west side it pn':';<'llts a nearly 
vertical escarpment facing to the south, and rising to a height of about a 
hundred feet above the river. At the base of this cliff, near th,' heau of the 
portage, there is an exposure of soft greenish-grey, massiYe, st,~atitic rock; 
and a little farther up, soft chloritic slates are seen in contact with the 
granitic gneiss, sometimes corrugated and apparently l1nconformabll) with 
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it, but at oiher points q nite conformable. For about two miles aboye this 
island, as ailcac1y mentioned, the t'Ofl slates are the predominatillgroGk. and 
the riYer ycm!" in their strike; but, besides these, diorites and dioritic slates 
are met with occasionally, and appear to ,'01111' in from the south east side. 
At the end of this distance there il' an abrupt turn to the south, going- up 

the riyer. 

Just befo~'L' reaching the turn, tl1"r,> is a short porta~'e (the seyenth from 
Temiscamin~ne) on the north or right bank ofth,' riYer, This leads from the 
river to a ~!',all bke, aft,>r foIlo\Yil1!.!,· which for a f"w ,'haills the '':11101?

route paSH'S into the Ottawa u!.!,:lin llr the outld of the lake Immediately, 
below the lorbge. a 1) (lof ~Teyish i'eld"lJ;llhic ro,.];: \\,:IS l'~)"c'lTed, cOiliaiaing 
a considerable quantity of iron and copper pyrites disseminated though it. 
At the outkt of the little lakc', mi,'a slate :llld micaceous quartzite, similar 
to that on tll>' IO\Y2r part of the fifth portn~·c·. \YL'l"~ obsen'cd; but aft~r a 
short distallte these glYe place, :on the S. E. ;;;i,lt·, to ,"!iOl'itL'S and dioritic 
slates. 

The r] ,Yard (~in'c1ion of tIll' rin>r, for about three miles, is a few 
degrees E. o['~. A porlDg'c }'-:ds from the rin'r imm~diatly below the turn, 
on the opp"iil' tidL' from th,' abo,'e small lake, to :llloth ~r small lake situat
ed in a rn 1118 rUlln ill;' 1 )~1l'allel with the ri\'er above the tnrn, and about 
half a mile long. This pOlta~'" is about th1'",e hundrpd pa,'es long; and, 
beyolln the lake, another port.~ .. ~ of similar lE'llg'th (")utinn,''> ill the Slme 
directi.,n, t() the riY"r at thp foot of a lake-like exp.l:lSi,,!l. From this point 
to the tern, a di.stancp ,,1' llP:lrly a mile, the river llcn,,~ swiftly, \vith o':ca
sional fal!t. lJC'hyt'ell hi,dl ro(·].;y ballk", all,l the totallall is a little over 
forty feet. The C~llloe-rout(' jn~t d"sLTibed ('j'O~S"S th,' strata nearly at right 
anglef', and the rocks 'ITe well exp'l,;,·(L Thp,e :1\'l~ chiplly massin~ "I'\-,ta]

line di )rites, At the foot of the 10'we1' p()~·tage, how'.·,-·r, the diorite j" not 
distinrtly cryst311illf', and is oc,'a~ionally slaty. In some parts it contains 
much epidote in .. eins and disseminated grains. :'lInch of this fiue grJ.ined 
dioritf' seem" made up of llattened :,.huttle-shaped lll:lSSeS from tbree to 
twelve inches, or m'))'c', in width, and pi!rhaps six or eight times as long. 
At one point, a width of about twel\'e feet W:H made up of regular hexa
gonal col un.!.,:;, ha '-lng' a diameter of about ten inches, and inclining at an 
angle of .j7°, in a direction ~. -!::l0 "\V. Towards the Ih'ctl ofthe secon,l por
tage, tl.e slaty charadl'r is in some ph·,·s pretty highly deyeloped. 

The stratificalion of the massive crystalline diorites, which occur 
largely in this locality, is well shown by the frequent occurrence of quartz-



ite in thin, regular layt:l S, and oftm interstratified with similar layers of 
m2gnetic iron ore. The most compicuous example of this which was 
ob~eln d is 11e2r the h\"2d of tbe lower port2gc, wbere a thickness of about 
thirty feet is made up of wch layers. The qU2rtzite is fine and close
gr2inrd, ocwetimes approaching- jasper in character, and in layers from the 
thickness of paper to about :,11 inch. The colours are light and dark grey, 
alld blood-red. Intt'rsir:ltified with these are similar layers of black magnetic 
i)('l~, fOlming abut:.: a fourth of the whole. Tbese various layers being 
pelicctly regular :a:d en'n, 2nd the different colours alternating with each 
01h. r, the lock bas a Hll' striking appearance. The dip of these strata is 
K. ~oo oW. < 70°. After passing these two POlt,lg"S, \yhich, with the pre
ctding short one, r..:.ay be rt'gaJded 2S a third group of thn''', there is an 
mtely:,l of about a mile to the next. The direction, as alrf'ady f'tated, is 8. by 
E, alld the [:;n:,ta :-!~'e crossed obliquely, the dip being still W. by N. 

From the foot of the next or tenth portage. the direction is east to the 
lac des Quinze un this rortag-e, which is the 10l;2Yiot on the Quinze, it~ 

leng-th beil1g a little oyer half a mile, the rocks are 'Yell ~lelJ, and are slaty 
the l'gllOut, displaying a fine but distinct lumin'l1i;.~~, antI are chiefly 
horn blende slute. It is usually greyish-green in colour, b'lt frequently 
there alt' streaks and patches tinged with red. There ar'! lJlso in many 
places llumu on~ obscure lenticular masses of a feldspathic ,h;~racter, lighter 
in colour than the aboye, and showing (,'ptals of ft>ldspar, and usually 
fiakl:'s and streaks of dark gll'en hom blende. The latter, as well as the 
whole mass, which may be hem ;lil inch to sl'Yend kt>t lOllg", and from a 
line to several inches in thi('klll'~s, are parallel with the ~'\'n'~lal bedding of 
the rock. The dip at the foot of the portage is 'Y.<62 c'; :lknt two hun
dred paces to the eastward, S ~,:>, W. < .JGo; aHd at the uPler end, 8.78° 
W.< 50°. The fall in the river here, as nearly as I was able to ascertain it, 
is about twenty fed. 

Continuing up the river, the rock is hornblendic slate, tIiffering from 
the last chiefly in being apparently quite homogeneous in texture, and in 
its dark grelni~h,!:!,rey colour. The same obscure interlamination of darker 
and lighter layers was observed, and the roe};: clea,-es with tol:;3b1e facility 
parallel with thu;c. This rock, as well as the last, though lsually horn
bll'ndic, occasionally contains considerable mica. It occurs for about half 
a mile across the ~:; ike, extending across the next or eleventh portage, to 
about half way between it and the twelfth, which is the last before reaching 
lac des Quinze. Here it is succeedt'd and underlaid by syenitic gneiss. 
For some distance before it gives place to the latter, it is more coarsely 
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schistose, and the colour is lighter and more nearly grey. There are also 
lighter and darker bands, and immediately at the base there are occasionally 
thin reddish layers resembling the underlying rock. At this point the river 
expands to a width of about a quarter of a mile. The dividing line between 
the rocks just described and the succeeding gneiss crosses this wide part 
obliquely, the rocks being exposed on both sides. On the south side the 
shore is 10\'1', and the rock is often concealed; but the two varieties, though 
not seen immediately in contact, were seen within four or five feet of each 
other at a point \,here the rock rises only a few inches above the water. 
On the north side there is an interval of 200 paces between the last exposure 
of slate and the first of gneiss. The dip here, as on the portage below. i~ 
S. W. < 500 , while on the south side it is immediately at the point of contact, 
S. 220 W. < 520

• In both cases the dip of the two rocks, where they 
approach nearest to each other, is the same. The gneiss is made up of 
reddish feldspar, with a considerable quantity of dark green hornblende, 
and a smaller amount of glassy quartz; sometimes it contains a little mica. 
It is moderately large grained, and breaks up readily under the hammer. 
The hornblende and mica are so arranged as to give the whole a stratified 
appearance, which, though usually obscure, is often sufficiently distinct to 
allow of the dip being ascertained. This rock occurs, with little change, 
to lac des Quinze, a distance of about three-fourths of a mile in a direction 
nearly east. At the head of the uppermost portage, however, a quarter of 
a mile to the eastward, though made up of the same constituents, it is 
coarser, and has a porphyritic appearance owing to the occurrence of nume· 
rous crystals of reddish orthoclase, many of them as much as half an inch 
across. The stratification is very obscure in this locality, but some distance 
further east, it is quite plain and unmistakeable. The fall in the river at the 
last (12th) portage is ahout ten feet, and at the next one below, eighteen feet. 

In regard to the Ie-,els given in this report, it is necessary to state that 
they are only approximate, being the result of observations with a small 
aneroid barometer. It is believed, however, that they are on the whole 
pretty accurate. We had occasion to pass b etweenlakes Temiscamingue and 
des Quinze four times in the Course of the summer; each time barometric 
observations were taken at both extremities of every portage, and the 
average of the four results adopted. In addition to this, the difference in 
level was calculated from the mean of a large number of readings taken 
during steady weather, both on lake Temiscamingue and on lac des Quinze. 
The two results agree so closely that I can state, with a considerable degree 
of confidence, that lac des Quinze is about 260 f~et above lake Temis· 
camingue. 
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Lac des Quinze is an expansion of the Ottawa, and is in most parts 
about a mile wide. Its direction going up stream is south east for eight 
miles, then north east for fifteen miles. At its lower extremity a bay extends 
northward, with a tolerably uniform width of about a mile, for a distance 
of eight miles, when it divides into two arms continuing in thp same direc
tion for about three miles further. About two miles above the first bay, 
another bay, rather less than half a mile wide, extends in the same direction 
for three miles; and near the point where the direction of the main body of 
the lake changes from S. E. to N. E., a third bay extends southward for five 
miles. These three bays are as nearly as possible parallel, their din-dion 
being a few degTees E. of N. and W. of S. This is also the direction of the 
strike of the rocks on the first two; the third I did not examine. The 
rock is chiefly grey syenitic gneiss, generally highly quartzose. It is often 
schistose, and sometimes passes into well-marked hornblende s"hist, consist
ing chiefly of glistening black plates of hornblende ",ith some mica. This 
rock was observed especially along the east side of the lower half of the 
principal bay. and it seems probable that all tht'se bays lie on the strike of 
similar schistose bands. On the north side of the lake, betwt-en the first 
and second bays, the rock become finer in texture, with a [\'ranular appearance, 
sometimes resembling a sandstone, and frequently contains a considerable 
amount of epidote. On the lower part ofthe lake massive crystalline diorite 
was observed at several points, and evidently belongs to t\,o dykes which 
cut the above rocks. They appear to have a course about N. by E. and S. by 
W., and to be from fifty to one hundred feet wide. 

The mean of a number of dips obsen-ed at various points along the 
east side of the first or principal bay, from one to four miles from the foot 
of it, was W. <290 ; that of a similar number taken along' both sides of the 
second bay was N. 85° W. <-i.5 0

• 

On the accompanying map, I have indicated the diYiding line between 
the gneissoid strata of lac des Quinze, and the overlying series of slaty 
rocks. Assigning to it a direction a little S. of "N. and W. of S., whic:h 
appears to be that of the general strike of the rocks of both divisions, it 
would, when continued southward, coilwide very nearly with the line 
traced for six or eight miles by .-lir vr. E. Logan, as the boundary between 
the Laurentian and Huronian on lake Temiscamingue, near the mouth of the 
Montrel1 river. Continued in the opposite direction, it would run a little 
to the westward of the first described or most westerly bay of lac des 
Quinze, and parallel with it. 
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The di'3tancE' in a straight line, bearing A. 6° ,V" from the outlet Cilflac 
des Quinz<3 to the Hudson B.l)" Company's po,~ on lake Abbitibbi, is about 
seYenty-six milt's. The canoe route followed by us p~13S2S from the h 'ad of 
the western ~,llll of the first hay of la,: des Qnillze up Lonely ri \'er, and 
thence tlnllLl!.;h 1\yo long llarro,,, lakes, named respectively Obikoba and 
Opasatika. which are cOllned"d hy a small stream. ,Vith the exception of 
a short POlta'.!.'('. at a rapid with a fall of four or five feet ou Lon,~ly ri"er, a 
little below h]';:,· Obikobn, fh,'n! is uninterrupted navigation for cano ,':3 from 
the foot oflac des Quinz' to wi (hin lulf a mile of the heig-ht ofland' b!hveen 
the ,,,aters of the Ottawa and tho~" llowi,lg' to Hnd"on's B1Y, there being 
SC;lr' 'ely e \'0'11 a )1 ']'C\'ptihl,· "n 'T":] t to ,,\">n~ome all the way. The di:;tallce 
from the mou'h of Lonely ri\'I~r to the hei:.!·:1t of laud j, about thirty-one 
mil, ::; Tlw rc)('k:" over th" 0.TI·:'lhr part of this distance are of th,~ same 
Q'lI( issoid eh:n:ldej' as on he des Quinze. The regular north and Routh 
strikt', :md wPi'tl'rly dip, w,'n', howeyer, not obsen'el1 farther th:111 about 
h:l:f W:ly 11p In,: dt's '~n;n:~" bay, on th,' llnp'}' part ofwhieh very f,!w rocks 
of :my kil.:1 W"}'(' "'<'I'll. Un LO!l.,ly ri"er, and on the lower part of lake 
Ohi);;:o].,'. !]), "tratification \'0':1:'< not appan·nt. The rock is usu::!lly g":\11itic, 
filw-gT<lin"1 in texture and of ~.ery light g't,'y, bro'wn, or red'! i ,h colours, 
often app: ,xl"hill!:{ ,y hile. .ib::;oja te.l wi lh this, th~re is 0; t.:U ~lllJt hc'r~;')me

w h:1 t simiiar li)t'k, bnt con t:,inillg a Lll'~'e amount of black hornblende, gi\'illg' , 
the 'whole " ,1a, k col')ur This appears to "nt the YOi'"H", but tll' two 
Y:Hj('ijc's ell" o;·(.'n ~:o Pllta1,'S'I:'ll wi~h "~11;1 other that it would b:· di':lcult, 
without 1:'::lmil1ill~' a lar:,:'u an':l, to determine whi.·h is the intru.~i\·,' rock. 
This is ch.radl'ri.;ti~ of the \\' hOI: l1i:;trict, along the line examineJ, from 
the head ci l;':e hc d,:s Quinze b~'.V to the foot of lake Opasatika, a distar.ce 
in a north and ~(,nth direction U!,' Rbout fifk'~n miles. There are also many 
yeins of C{J.llse graniL'. cOllsisting USU:111y of yitreous quartz, red feldspar, 
and brO\L, 01' grc'cnish mica. Thp- feI.Lp Ir is oceasiollJ,lly milk whit~, giv
ing a ",hi .. " ur li~ht grey rock. It is p:,tiil. hu\Yt'yer, that the staple :ock 
of this dis:rid i .... !2:1ei~s, whl·h , .. as obsef\'eJ, especially ill the northern 
part of the abO\"~ mentiullt'd liit"'11 miles, to pass into a dislinctlv stratified 
schistose ruck, chiefly compo:;c,l ')f quartz a;lIl mica. The best i~sl"a';e of 
it o(;('al'S Oil tlw Upp~l' part of Ink) Opasttika, just above when, .:,;·villg 
northwaru, the lake suddenly eontrads ill width from upwards of half a 
mile to six or eight chains. Here a well defined micaceous gneiss was 
ohserved, Hly rc:g-ularly emu finely strati lied, the dip beillg~. 1\77". Wher
e"t'r the stratJli"ation ap[l(':ll't'Ll in this locality, the strike usuallyappro:tched 
east and west, with a dip to the south, the inclination apparently becoming 
less going northward. 
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Continuing' northward, the rock on the low,']' part of Lt:;:,~ Opasatika, 
whE're it is well seen, is the same fine-grained granitic g'll.'i"',3, but it is not 
so much ('11t np and disturbed by yeins and dykes as the ah; \'13, and it is 
generally quite distinctly stratified, the bedding being often ,,!lown by the 
occnrrenee of lighter and darker bands, owing to tlw yarying' amount of 
dark mi(':\ in th,· rock. The s:\nw rock OI'('lH', all along the lak> J'Oi' about 
nine mill'S, and then giY<'s place to a series of slates aud s,'11;1.,; similar to 
th08(, of 1 he Qnillze, It ~eelllS to on:lll' 11l'rl' in the form of a 1 ',\' ailticlinal, 
the dip being southerly in the 10""e1' portion of these nin8 mil,:i, and ill tlw 
opPof,ite direction in til" upper portion. Epidote O.:clH:-; o,'(',,~io.lally in this 
rod;, Ecf,jTcially ill or near small nins, in much the same ~n;l:lil l' as it do"s 
in bimilar rock near the foot of lac des QuinzC'. 

TO'llards nl~' 1I0rth end of hkl' UP,I,,:ltib, as already "iJit'd, these 
gneissoid Str.'fo, gjye place to others of an i'iltil',_,ly diii','l', :t eh~~l'~!d(~l', The 
npp:'l' p~\l't of tlw Lke is m~1<'h will,'r than the 10\\',,1' 11111', the' "I'jdth b,·jng 
npYi'ards of two miles, From ttH' P'lst side a bold t():J~'lli' of 1.111,1 nearly a 
mile wide extends more than hal f \Y a y across, the extr,' lIli t Y lI'ill~' to the 
west, :1lld divided into tvHJ small promontories by a narrow c]::o'p hay; along 
the ed!:!'t' of the \\'al"r ronnd tlt\.' 10w,'1' prol.uontory th'·1'<.~ art' ,.:: )o,ures of:\ 
dull grey Uli('~!('eon:-; schist, much resembling the lo\\"'st ra:',:lbers of the 
slaty series of t.he Quinze, hut lUore III iC:1Ct'OUS <Ind some \\. hat ll' In' coar",d y 
schi,lo:,:e, This is o,erbicl by a rather ccmpli('ated and gl'''~ltly varying 
serivs of "tnda which the time at my ('omm:"lcl did not enable 111" to examine 
v("ry winutely. First, there is a thil'l-:ness of twd \'(' or tilt'>ell j,~,~t made up 
aIm", ... ! entirely of Juli;;t ·(1 brown llli<::l, very ll1ueh ('.orr,l'!"t(",1. and o1""!l 
fold iil !:',' round ,dwl ~Ippi"'red to he J\oduhr llJaSSeS of ~!T'Y qn:1l'!;;it,· often 
nearly a foot in diameter, SIl!;cee(ling thi:,; there in,) thirty or !")lty feet of 
quartzit(> and hornblenrlic schists, includillg' layers contailli'l~ ':H-";'~ qUCUl

titil'; of m~lgnetic iron, always fia,·ly stratified, and hwi ,.:; cLldly the 
app,':lI'unee of huying bcen o)'igin:;l1y in the (l)1ltliLiUIl of ill,·.:aud. Along 
with these there is also a bpI' eig'ht O!' tt':J illche~ thick ,1ld.llJ "p chiefly of 
magHetic pyrites. .A specimen of this haying b8en snbmiheLl to Dr. Har
ringtoll was found to contain tme,·:-; of copper awl colnlt. A:)ol'e these 
quartzites there is a considerahle thickm's:-; of m:t.,,;iYe steJti,' r'J :: an..! steatic 
schi.~ts, with probably chloritic sehi:-;t, Th,'s,~ sil,'atiti" ]'o",s ("J·taill llume
rOUfi minnte grains and octahedral crystals of magnetic iron, The dip is 
to the eastwarJ, at an angle of about 40'-', but the 1'0,:).;:s ar~ IHudl disturbed. 
The northern part of the tongue of land aIJo,'e described is made up of 
massive crystalline diorite, evidently a dyke, running apparently ill a direc
tion a little north of east. 
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Immediately opposite on the west side of the lake, similar rocks are 
seen,' but they are still more irregular. Crystalline diorite occurs in the 
line of the above dyke, and is, no doubt, a continuation of it. Immediately 
to the south of the diorite, there is 9. large exposure of massive greenish
grey steatitic rock. while to the north of it mica schist occurs along tht' 
shore in such away as to g'in the idea that an anticlinal axis occurs beneath 
the waters of the lake. There are also on the west shore some exposures of 
a soft greenish talcose slate, containing great numbers of cubical crystals of 
iron pyrites, some of them more than half an inch in diameter. The dip of 
all these rocks is 80 irregular that it \yas found impossible to form any 
correct notion of their general attitude. Similar rocks, howe\'er, are well 
seen a littll' farther north, towards the height of land, and the strata are 
more regular, the dip being usually N. by W. Proceeding up the lake, no 
rock was H'l'n for about two miles, beyond which on both shores there are 
large expo:,ures of coarse mica Sdlist; but, as higher strata are reached, the 
rock becomes finer grained ana more compact, and is associated with close
grained hOl'll-blendic slate, precisely similar to that on the Quinze. The 
dip, as already stated, is northerly, g·.'uerally somevvhat to the \\"Cst of north. 
The inclination is at first from 20° to -10'-', but i u.:rcaf:'es on going north
ward. 

At the head of the lake, thp. rocks last described are succeeded, in ascend' 
ing order, by (·ong·loal.erate. The matrix is g.merally a dull, greenish, fine 
grained sandstone or quartzite, and the imbedded pebbl,'s consist of syenite, 
greenstone, cll<'rt, and \\' hite quartz. They appear to be all rounded, and 
are usually, small, but are occasionally nearly a foot in diameter. Sometimes 
the rock is (·hiefly made up of these pebbles, but sometimes they are sparsely 
scattered through the lnatrix. From this to the hl'ight of land, the distance 
is about half a mill>, and there n similar ro('k was observed; but at an 
intermediate point it if:' a hard, greenish grey slate, the slaty structure not 
wry well dev-eloped, and the rock apparently dioritic. All these rocks 
appear to dip with tolerable regularity' a little W. of N., and the angle of 
dip at the head of lake Opasatika is from 700 to 80°. 

Continuing' northward, across the last mentioned conglomerate, and over 
the height of land porta~',,, the rock exposed on a small lake beyond the 
latter is dark greenish diorite, with little or no appearance of stratification. 
From this lake, which is about a mile long, the head of lake Matawagogig' 
is reached by a small tortuous stream without any rapids. The distance from 
the height of land portage to lake Matawago~'Ig- is about two miles, and tile 
direction a little west of north. Here the rocks are similar to those between 
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the head of lake Opasatika and the height of land, but the conglomerate, of 
which, however, not much was seen, is finer, having a very hard, close-grained 
matrix, and closely resembles the slate conglomerate oflake Temiscamingne. 
The distance across the measures to the point, from the part of lake Opasa
~ika where this series of strata with a regular northerly dip was first 
observed, going northward, is about five miles; while from the point where 
the micaceo'ns schist first appears, succeeding the gneiss, the distance is 
about ten miles. 

It will be seen by these obsen'ations that on lake Upasatika we crossed 
the boundary line between the two great classes of rOc'ks described in this 
report, the gneissoid division being on the south, and the slaty and dioriti0 
division on the north. It seems rrobable that from where this line was 
crossed }lear the head of the Quinze, it rnns northward for a fe'Y miles, and 
is then thrown to the westward, how far I had not the means of deter
mmmg. It may curve round uninterruptedly to lake ')pasatilm. or it may 
be intercepted by the gneissoid rocks just described, extending west\yard 
to join similar rocks, met with later in the season, ahout twenty-five miles 
to the west, on the river Blanche. The former supposition seems the more 
probable, and I have so indicated it, provisionally, on the accompanying 
map. 

About a mile and a half south westward of the head of lake ?lIata \Va
gogig, and just on the north side of the height of land, two remarkable 
hills rise to a considerable height abo\-e the surrounding country. All the 
way from the foot of lac des Quinze, the country is comparati\-ely low, 
no hills being seen \yhich appeared to rise more than 150 fe"i above that 
lake, but these two hills are more than 70) feet abow' it. 1'h·) two face 
each other in a south west and north east direction less than half a mile 
apart; and at a distance of twelve or fifteen miles in a dil\~l'tiol W. by S. 
an exactly similar hill is very conspicuous and is said by the Indians to 
be the highest hill in this part of the country. We ascended the higher of 
the two nearest ones, reaching it from the small lake already mentioned, on 
the north side of the heigh t of land, the direction being about west, and 
the distance about a mile and a half. First, we passecl o\-er SOllle low hills 
consisting' of dark greenish diorite, similar to that seen on the lake from 
which we started; then for a short distance oyer fiat ground where no 
rocks were seen, beyond which, on the slope approaching the high hill, 
exposures were met with, of a fine hard bluish-grey slate. The summit of the 
hill itself was found to consist of very hard close-grained grey quartzite. 
It was observed to contain what seemed to be very small pellucid grains of 
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quartz, and occasional small cry;,tals of feldspar, the whole weathering 
brown. Th:s lod~ seems to compose the whole snmmit of the hill, which 
is about ten chains across. So far as s"'en, it is perfectly uniform throughout, 
"\yithout th· slightest indication of lille of deposition, and on all sides, 
except the l}c.rth, ferms vertical cliffs, apparently two or three hundr0d feet 
high. The h~ight of the summit of th,! hill ~lho'Te lake :JIata\Va~o~i~ was' 
found to be (JfiO i"t,t. The other hill, which is not quite so high, is separated 
from this one by a very d"lop narrow rayine. It presents exactly similar 
appl':n;1llce", :1:; dOl'S :d';r) tlk more distant one already m"llti()1l2 rl, so much 
so that it sePILS YPi Y pl 'Jbablp that all a]'r' lrJ:nposed of Siil1ihr rock. 

From t1-11~ :-;ummit of the abo\-e hill, a good yiew is ohtain,'J of the 
surronndi;~~ ,'ollutry, and it ,vas ob..,el'n~d th:1t on the nor: h :1 :-;e;'i"s of hills 
ext2lill" east :ind \Ye:·J for la,lllY mill'S TIl<'sl~ 11lil., are not so high ;lS the 
Olle from whi,'b. tllr>}' Acr., f>een, taJugh lll'.!ly ot tlwm al't~ proba1)ly 110t 
It·I',S than :)(ICi f.,ct aLo\"l' the gelll'l'al le\-el, and imL'~hl of ri:;iuC!,', like it, 
sqn:lre and I'lv,jpitom, they are all md.·ly cOlle-shaped, an.l ap;>r~:tr to be 
mostly isobled. They form a ,'o)rspicnon:; feahll'13 o\'er a large extent of 
country, and '.'ill b,_, a~'aiu rcl'trrecl to. 

From 1<11' des (~nillze to the slIJalllake \\'hi,~h occurs at the foot of the 
height of land porta~'e, ~1 diSL1:1",~ of ahout thirty miles, the rise is only 
about ten feet: th':'llc(~ ''l'o:isil1~' the pOl'tag"-' three q:Ul'ter3 of a mile in 
len&th, ther,! is a rise of about sixLy-fi,'e fpet in tll' first ei'~'ht or ten Ch~lillS, 
and then a ~':~Hlnal desr'ellt of [,)rty feet to another :;ma1l1ake, the WelL']' of 
which disl'h:l:':':"'; by tIll' Abbitibbi river, the [all in which to lake .i.hbi
tibbi is about fifty 1r~ei, and th"r"l(Jl'<~ tll\~ latter lake i,..; about fifreen feet 
lower tk~.t };[(' dec; quinze. J\:; ihis lake has been estim<1ted to IW about 
::1)0 feet ahe ye lake Temiscamingne, and as the hrtt'\, is G1~ r.~et above the 
Sl'a (Gl'd(~y 0i Canada, l:::lj:j, page 16) the height of lake Abbitibbi above 
the sea is a ],0ut 8-+", feet. 

ContinniIlg' nor~hward to bktl Abbitibbi, \Y.~ passed through lakes 
Ma ta\yagogig and .-igota wekami, ]'esp,~"ti ""I ~" eight or six miles long. 
These an' COlllll'dl d by a small stream, with four short portages, the dis
tance being about ek'nn miles. On this part of our conr~p, we passed 
through the hilly country referred to aboye. With the exception of an 
island in the 11 pper part oflake Matawagogig. compost'd of reddish granite, 
probahly intrusive, the ollly rock ".'en all the way is a hard iille-g-rained, 
greenish-grey diorite, in \yhich no appearance of stratifi,_'atioll was observed. 
In most placl.:s, the rock is 1110re 01' les!; vl'sicular, the vesicles being usually 
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filled either with ca1c·sp:u or white quartz. It also contains, usnally, more 
or less pyrites in disseminated grains. 

A few chains below lake Agotawekami, the outlet of that lake joins 
the A bbitibbi river, flowing- from the south west, and this w,~ followed 
down to lake Abbitibbi, a distance of about nine mil".,. Thl\ massiye 
diorites w('re not traced farther than to within a mile or hVil of th ~ foot of 
lake Agotawt'k:uni, wl10r.· they giye pla,~~ to olJs'mrely stratiii '(l, dark 
greeni~h-grey dioritic schists. These seem to have a strike 'lpproClI·hing 
east and west, as did also a somewhat simihr rock at a ,I,h):-1 pM! 1 ~'e a little 
over a mile below the lake. At an illterm8cliate point, howe\"~r, a )')0'].;: W,1:3 

obsened which appears to be an impure limestme. It is ,"ery close
grained and homogeneous - slightly s;tl'(lul'oi-lal - in texture, 0f a light 
grey cuiour, but somewhat harder than ordinary li:ll'.,tO!ll'. A, th~ lo(~ality 
was not examined ,ery minutely, the extent OLit \I'M, not ascertained. About 
a mile below the portage, a somewhat :::imilar cakar:'ons ro·k o· '111'S, but 
differillg in being mottled \"ith greellish awl pale pink sp )h. 1'h::·; rO:'k 
appears to be partly composed of SL'l'i'l.'lltinl', and a.:-:[i,~,·ill1'll ui' it i., at pre· 
sent under examination. 

A track survey of the route followed by 1B from tll' Ott:twa to lake 
Abbitihbi was made several years ago by \h. Lia,:huJ' Russell, P L. S., and 
h;s plan has been ns,~d in constructing a gO!li~ral map of th!~ r)~'il)l to ilhu
trate our obsen-alions on the geology. L,lk:~ Abbitibbi \\',tS abo skd 'he:.l 
by :'Ir. Russell with a rema.rkable degree of ;'.'nl·1'<11 :1.: .... Ul·<t';y. T:l'rl::) is, 
ho\\"('\",,]', ntc'(,ps:o;al'ily au abS811C;" of ,ldails 11 th,~ conform ttiOll a;3i';ll ,;1 by 
him to the shore lines, which rendered it dilfklllt for lll'.' to illlb.>·lt.) on his 
plan the prt),:ise position of the rocks oh;I'rved 011 the groU'l(t. It \,'.(,> 

therefore considered adyisabl.: to make a microlneter SU1TI:Y ot this hk:), 
from which, accordingly, it has been laid down on the a'>Go:np:tnying lllip. 

Lake Abbitibbi consists of an upper and a lower lake. Tile' upper lab" 
the eastern extremity of which we have now reached: li,>,; dll'! east and 
west. Its length is thirty-three miles, and its width from two to pig-ht, 
except a little to the eastward of the middle, where a b:tY extell:l-; eight or 
ten miles to the north, and another bay directly opposite ilwreases th'::l 
width of the lab two or three miles southward, giving the upp,:r lake a 
iotal width h:~re of about s·~,"ente'·11 miles. At the north \Vest ('orn·']', it is 
connected with the lower lake, at its south east side, hy the N(trrows ruu
ning jn a direction about N. by W. for two miles The lai tel' is pudely cir
cular in form, with a width varying in different parts from fifteen to 
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twenty miles. The greatest length of the whole, in a direction about W. 
by N., is about forty-seven miles. The shore lilH~ in both lakes is exceed
ingly irregular, and the number of islands in all parts is very great. The 
main body of the lower lake is to the north of that of the other, so that an 
east and west line can be drawn on the north side of the latter, but cutting 
off the aboye mentioned bay, which when continued westward will pass 
to the south of the lower lake. The principal stream falling into lake 
Abbitibbi is the Abbitibbi river, by which we reached it, but there are 
several other tributaries nearly as large. The outlet retaining the same 
name flows from the south west part of the lower lake, and was surveyed 
for about spyen miles to the first fall. Its direction for [he first two miles 
is south "west: beyond which it is west to the falls. 

The position of the two portionE of this lake "with reference to each 
other is dO""I) connected with the geological strueture, the longer axis 
being parallel \"ith t lw ,·UlT,·d line which represents the strike of the rocks. 
The rO('ks belon!! to the same two classes met with farther south. Gneiss
oid and gran iti,' rocks occur all along the north side of the upper, and 011 

the south ear:;t side, of the lower lake, while the other portions of both are 
occupied by mica"eous, horn bIen die and chloritic s~his~s, fine-grained hard 
qnartzites, diorites, and dioritic schists, with serpentines. The dividing 
line between the two classes of rocks, as shown on the map, coming 
evidently from the east, passes to the south of the east end of the upper 
lake; and, turning north for three or four miles, di\'ides longitudinally, the 
club·shaped peninsula on the west side of whi"h the Hudson Bay Oo.'s 
post is situated, and strik"" <lno,;s to the north shore, where it again turns 
westward. After following the north shore for a few miles, it continues 
westward through the lake (having some of the islands on one side, some 
on the other), cutting a thin slice from the north side of a mallet shaped 
peninSUla extending more than half way across from the south side, and 
situated towards the west end of the lower lake. Still continuing westward, 
it passes to the south of the Narrows, curves round to the northward in the 
south east part of the lower lake, returning on itself in a northeasterly 
direction, so as to include a space of which the width is twelve or fourteen 
miles. It would appear, therefore, that this is the western extremity of a 
band of these rocks coming from the eastward, or probably, considering the 
prevailing strike of the contiguous stratified rocks, from a direction north 
of east. I have no means of forming: even a conjecture as to how far they 
may extend in this direction. 
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The gneissoid rocks on this lake, as far as they were examined, are 
uniformly massive and coarse-grained in texture, and usually of a light 
grey or brown colour. They are chiefly composed of ,itreous quartz, white 
or light flesh-red feldspar, and brown, sometimes greenish, mica, in large 
scales and flakes, the latter being in most cases parallel with each other. 
Sometimes the mica is partially or wholly replaced by hornblende. At the 
western extremity of the area occupied by these roc·b. in thp vicinity of 
the Narrows, the gneissoid structure is generally ob3cure, anu sometimes 
coultl not be seen at all. Near the lower end of the Narrow:; on the east 
side, a coarse grained syenitic rock WdS observed, which contained a consid
erable amount of magnetite. 

The schistose, or slaty rocks, which, as alrea.Jy stated, occur over the 
greater portion of the lake, have a strike for the most part p;1rallel with the 
line indicated as the boundary of the gneiss. It cannot b,J s;1id, however, 
that they were actually seen to cun-e round the western extremity of the 
band ot gneiss included within this line, as no exposures of rOL·ks showing 
stratification were observed in this locality; but in the cas\~ of the subor
dinate CUlTe indicated on the map as occurring near the east end of the 
llpper lake, they were plainly seen to confound with the outline of the 
gneiss. The g-eneral strike on the south side of the gneissoid area, as seen 
along the south side of the upper lake, varies but little from ea:;t and west; 
and usually where they 'were seen within a mile also of the gneiss, the 
strata are either nearly yertical, or they dip away from the !!,'IH..i,.;,.;, the angle 
of inclination being some times as low as 4.5°. About the middle of the 
upper lake, howeyer, the strata, in man y places, dip towards the g'11l'iss, at 
angles yaryingfrom 4.5 0 to 700 or 80°; but this is usually at a considerable 
distance from the latter, and the locality shows indications of disturbance· 
The strike of the similar rocks occurring on the north half orthe lower lake, 
where it is generally well seen, is about E. bv N., a direction which would 
carry them along the north side of the gneissoid an~a. The dip is seldom 
less than 80°, and it seems to be abont as often south \Yard as north
ward. 

Off a prominent point, about the middle of the west side of the lower 
lake, there is a small island, not more than six or eight chains long, which 
is composed of a dark green, rather soft rock, with splintery fracture and 
resinous lustre, and weathering a dull white. It is so strongly magnetic 
that our compasses were found to be quite useless 011 thi., island. This 
rock proved to be serpentine, and specimens of it being, at your snggestion, 

26 
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handed to Dr. Harrington for examination, it was found to contain grains 
of chromic iron. 

At several points along the south side of the upper lake, there are 
exposures of a lock somewhat similar to that descrihed on page 125, as 
having been observed on the Abbitibbi river about a mile below the 
portage, and which is supposed to be partly composed of serpentine. This 
was observed chiefly towards the east end of the upper lake, but it was 
also noticed on the south east part of the lower lake. It was 110t here seen 
in situ, but large masses of it were seen on the shore of the lake. in a locality 
w here no other rocks were met "with, their appearance being such that 
there can be little doubt they were not far rt'moved from the parent bed. 
All the localities where no other rock was observed are 011 a line which is 
approximately parallC'! ,,,ith the general strike of the rocks. At many points, 
especially along the south side of the lake, there are LH~'" exposures of dark 
g;oCl'll crysta11 inc diorites, passing ill to diori tic schists and ha ving a close 
resemblance to those of the Quinze. These usually al)j)c';tr to be destitute 
of any appearance of stratification, but. as in the c:}se of the Quinze diorites, 
the bedding j:,; occa~ionall y show n hy the occurrellce of thin, angular layers 
of quartzite, here approaching the character of chert, with thin layers of 
magnet ic oxide of iron, the quantity of the latter seen, however. b'ill,!!; 
insignificant. ~l uch of the diorite abo coutains epidot,\ which is allother 
point of resemblance to the diorites seen 011 the QUilW! Besides these 
crystalline diorites, there are hills along the south side of the lake, which, 
as far as examined, are composed of the same light greenish-grey compact 
diorites already noticed in speaking of the hills observd along lakes 
1iata"';lgngi,g and Ag';llawl'kami. and the conneding "tn'am. They are 
precisely similar in al'l'p;ll:illle, and from Ollt' of them which was ascended, 
and \Y hich rises to a height of a bout 41)0 t','et above the lake, the co~ntry 
was seen to be studded with them as far as the eye "an reach, looking 
southward as well as east and \\'est. Diorite, similar to that vI'hich composes 
these hills, was also seen at the fall on the Abbitibbi riYcr, nbont seven 
miles below the lake. 

In regard to the str;di2Taphical relation of the two classe~ of rock;: on 
this lake, the only fact which I have to off~>r is tInt at the only two localities 
"where they were obseryed to approach within about a quarter of a mi~e of 
each other, and where both sho"wed :,;tratificatioll, hoth ha\-e the s":m~ dip. 
One of the localities is on the point on which the Hnd:,;oll Bay Compiwy's 
post is situated, where quartzites and slates are exposed on the west, and 
gneiss on the ea::.t side, both dipping to the westward at an angle of about 
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500. The other locality is twenty mill'S further west, where, at th'" mallet 
shaped peni.:sula already noticed, b0th were seen, within a very short 
distance of each other, with an east and west strike, and ner>rly vertical 
attitude. In both these cases, the only indication of stratification in the 
gneiss is the parallplism in the arrangement of the different minerals 
composing it ; nut this is quite distinct and regular. 

Having returned to Temiscamingue on the 27th of August, we started on 
the fourth of Septem bel' to commence the suney of the ri '"t'r Blanche. This 
survey was carried from the mouth of the river, at the northern extremity 
oflah:e Temiscamillgue,to a small lake about three miles in diameter, known 
by the Indians as Round lake. 

The upward direction to the north· west side of Round lake ir" N. 360 "Y., 
and the distance in a straight line about forty.five miles. Following the 
stream the disiance is nearly sixty miles. 

Ascending the river, no rock exposurcs occur for about hVI'llly-five 
miles, the stream flowing for that distance, with a rather strong current, 
but no rapids, between banks of clay and sand. Abo\'e this there are 
occasionally exposures of crystalline dioritt' for several miles, sll'",··'eded, a 
little further up, by chloritic and diorilic slates Of the former there was 
very little seen, and the slates were obsen"ed only along the ec1g" of the 
water, at the foot of high cliffs of clay and sand. 

For a distance of ten miles in a straight line, above the chloritie slates, 
the only rock met with is g-ranitoid gl1t~is:-;, very similarto that of lake Abbi
tibbi. Like the latter, it i:;. uniformly coarse-grained and light grey or brown, 
occasionally red, in \'olour. On the south east side th,' stratificatiull of this 
rock is we1l shown, both by the' usual parallel arrangement of the consti
tuent minerals, whieh is here very distinct, and by the (wcasional ait,rnation 
of coarser and finer layers. The dip and strike, the latter about N. by E. and 
S. by \V., are exactly the same as those of the slates to the south east, which 
though not seen in contact with the gneiss, were obseryed at a distance 
from it not exceeding eight or ten chains. The dip being always nearly 
Yertical,it was found impossible to determine which are the uppermost beds. 

On the no:-th west side ofthe gneissoid area, which extends to Rounc1lake, 
slates are ag-ain met with. The principal exposures examined are almost 
immediately in contact ''lith gneiss, and are chiefly hard grey micaceous and 
hornblendic schists; but a little more distant from the gneiss it has a greater 
resemblance to the slates described above. The strike being- E. by N. 
makPs au angle of about 45° with that of the latter. The dip, though 
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sometimes to the northward, appE'urs to be usu~llly to the south, and at a 
very hig'h angle, In one plan the dip is S E. < ;j;jO, but the rocks in this 
locality are much disturbed, and are cut up by numerous dykes of diorite 
and porphyry, from six indws to as many feet wide, The slates are exposed 
on this lake for about a mile UITOSS t he strike, \Y hen they are cut off by a 
rock whi,-h appears to be intrnsiyE', It much resembles ordinary red 
~yenit." but was not obsen'e(l to contain quartz, being made up of large 
grains ot a r;ttlwr dark red fcld"par ,yith a smaller amollnt of greenish horn
blende, and ~olllctimcs a little epidote, This occurs all along the north 
side of the lake, but I h<1,'e no means of knowing how for it extends beyond 
the lake_ 

Having again returned to Temiscamingue on the 17th of September, 
from the Sllnp~' of the Blanche, I paid off the two Indiuns who had been 
engaged for the short term of about two weeks, whi~'h it was expected 
,yould 1w n-' 1 uired j,)1' this trip, and Both withsLmding that they expressed 
themseh-('s well pl";Is\',l -with the treatment they had l't'cei,'ed, <IS well as 
with tlwir pay, it was found impossible l·ither to induce them to re-engage 
or to 1)r1)'-lHP .. I hers to take tlll'l\' pla",'''; the chief r,';Is'lll bein~, no doubt, 
that tht' hUlltill~' S-'~l~nn had ('ommen,'pd. und all the Indians wl're eager to 
g'eI away to their huntin~ !!'ronllds_ \Ye ,yen' t1l'r<'i'un' unable to make 
l,-ut 11"1' O'urY"Y~ with tIll' micromet'2r telest.:ope, as to do so we should have 
required ('YO canoes, alld as we had now only the two white men who had 
heen \yith u.- thp wllOle st'asOll. we could man only one. uIlL1er these cir
lllllstall("'-"; it \Y;lS th"ll'.!-ht a(hisahl" to devott\ the remainder of the time, 

still aX;tilable for our work, to makill!.!.' a furtlwr examination of the rocks 
on the Qnill/.f!, and exploring the upper portion of lac des Quinze and lake 
=II",jl'-t>\Yaj-l, (another lake·like expansion of the Ottawa, aud occurring 
itlllllediately aboye lac des Quinze,) which lakes extend for about thirty 
l!liles to the ea:-,(ward from the point where, at the foot of the first named, 
we turned northward going to Abbitihbi_ TIll'St' lakes, as well as the Ottawa 
ri""r both aboY€' and below them, ha"ing been already surveyed and mapped 
and no fmth!>r n1€'a~ 11 ~'l'll1"n ts being necessary in order to fix the position 
of thl' rocks "I)_'~n-t'll, a sill~'le canoe was sufficient for this trip \Ve accord
ingly sd out 'JIl't' more from T.'mi,,'amillgn~ on the :2;;th of September, 

The fad" ohtained during this excursion in regard to the rocks of the 
Quinze, and of the western portion of lac des Quinze haye been embodied 
in the an'onnt already given of them, The only rock met with farther east 
is glwi"" (w,'asionally passing into hornblendic and micaceous schists of a 
coarse texture, The latter is seen occasionally along the shores of the 
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upper part of lac des Quinze, where, as already stated, the direction of that 
lake is north east fur fifteen miles, apparently conforming with the strike 
of the strata, which dip northwesterly at a high angle. The gneiss is 
generally reddish and rather coarse-grained, "with obscure bedding; but it 
is often grey in colour. and is also, occasionally, regularly and distinctly 
stratified. Along the upper part of lac des Quinze, the g'neiss forms hill~ 
which rise sometimes from :200 to nearly 300 feet above the level of the 
lake, being the highest hills Sl'PIl between lake Temiscamingue and the 
height of land on the route to Abbitibbi. 

Having ascended the Ottawa for s~veral miles above where it falls into 
lake Mejicowaja, and the season being now too far ad,'anced to allow the 
ascent of this river to be continued sufficiell tly far to make it probable that 
any important results would he attained, we returned to Temiscamingn8 
reaching the fort on the 12th of Odober. After a delay of a couple of daT'" 
owing to a severe storm of wind and ralll, we set out for home, reaching 
Ottawa on the 24th of UdoJJer. 

In several llwalities copper pyrite'S ill small diss2mill:th·d ~c~lillS, and 
SID:'l1l quantities of the green CarhfllIate of copper, ,,'ere obst>rvcd. The latter 
"\'ere llOticed partil'lllarly in small veills in the diorites and dlOriti,' schisi'. 
below the eighth portage on the Quinze. At the foot ofthe seventh portage, 
which leads from the Ottawa to a small lake 011 the north side, copper 
pyrites aSEociated with iron pyritps were ubsern·d dis:wminated throughout: 
a bed, about three feet thick. of a gn'yioh feldspathic rock. The quantity, 
however, both here and at the other localities \"hpre l'opper ores "Yere seeu. 
is not sufficient to render it of economi,' importaJl<;e. 

Magnetic iroll was met with in several localities. 'I'll" most important 
of th,,:,;!' is that already mc·ntionrd, on th,> eighth portag'(' or til:: quinze, 
whic'h leads from the Ottav"l1 river, irameuiately b,~low :he [Joint where, 
aftl'r flowing nortlnvard for three or four miles, it turns abruptly round t.o 

the southwest. The portage is on the south, or lp[t hand side of the ri,'er, 
rUBning in a direction about south east to a small lab> in a narro\\' ravi:lt, 
and is not more than a quarter of a mile long. The iron ore crosses the 
porbge near the upppr or south pnd. It oc,'nrs ill the form of lay,·),"; from 
the thi{'kllets of paper to abont au inch, and is interlaminlted with -;imilar 
layers of whitish, grey aud d,nll reel, fine-grained quartzite. The iron ore 
constitutes probably from a fourth to a third of the whole, allLI as thE: 
thi"kness of the whole band is abo\,t thirty feet, the total thid;:lh>~; of the 
layers of iron ore would probably not he less than eight feet. The band 
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,va:: traced along the strike for about a hundred yardg. Magnetic oxide of 
iron \yas obseHed under similar conditions at sevenl points on this 
portage, and on the next above, but in muuh smaller quantity. This ore 
occurs also on lake Opasatika, about six miles south of the height of land. 
On lake Abhitibbi, it was obseryed on the south side of the upper lake, and 
also on the west side of the lo\ver lake. At none of these localities, however, 
"as it found in important quantities. 

A 1)1:"1, ei! .. dlt or ten inclws thick, composed chiefly of magnetic pyrites, 
was oh"'rYI,J Oil the west side of lake Opasatika, at the locality already 
des('rib·,l a~ t he first \y herr, in goill!:(' north, the g'neissoid and granitic rocks 
of the "nutlWl"l1 part of that l:tk .. an~ found to ha,,' given place to the 
crystalline schists and conglomerates of the northern part. It is assoGi~tted 
with silicioas layer,; cOlltaining' a large proportion of ma~netite. 

This rock Wl'ms largely in the same locality as the last; considprable 
exposures, as h:t~ bern stated, occurring" on the west side of lake 0p:lsatika. 
Steatite w"s als .. oh';<>n,',l on the QUIIlZ<l, Hear the upper end of the 
island, on the ~rl11th side of ",hi"h are situated the fourth, fifth and sixth 
portag,,~, 

On the fifth portage of the Quinze, some of the dark .. grey, :1ll'1 light 
grC'('lli"h"',!}'T argi]1~"eons slat"s, which are there exposed, have a very 
perfect clea',-;lg'I', all(~ wOcl1d probably be we1l adapted for roofing purpo,es. 

,rhi:·· l1rll\'cl j.illl' are !"JUlld OV0r the w~lOll' region and are by no 
means ],,)'1" ",','11 as Lr north as L:\k:~ ,lbbitibbi; hat on this hk', with the 
exceptio]! 0: n fl'w lL'althy .. lo)king' in,lj\'i,lual". about ~ix feet in circum .. 
ferencr, ,I i); ·rnd 11" l' the on tIt, t 11(" Y a l":' all yery s mall and scr,] c;'::\'j', and 
are confilled to the Lumerou" islands :tllU points. They are quite abull<lant 
and of px!'p1it:'nt quaLty on the) .-.\oP'"S of thL~ hills along' both "id,·,; of the 
height o~ land. \Vh 'll ascending the hill d ';;,'rib,' 1 <15 rising to a heig:lt of 
700 feet :Ii""-,, lake \,I:lhtW'lg-,'~'i'~, on the n01th "id~ of the height of land, 
seyeral fine in'I':'; ,n';',' lllPasl1n",l and found to t)e from "igllt to nin,' fept ill 
circuml, ""]1"'" at thn h,'ight of ~'<)nr or fil-,.> j;':>1 fro u th" groull,j; and from 
the summit of the h :II, g-rn\'e~; 01' white pillP were obsern~d in all directions. 
White "PH"', yellow bir,'h ;1lld cedar, aI'" also tol'~rably abulld:l1lt, and of 
good "iz·'. Fine si·ecimens of the latil'r tree-tall and straight-were 
observpd. ,hieily in hollows among the hills, on the south side of lake 
Abbihbl)i. 

Gro\"l'~ of whit., pine are (Jllspicuous along the shores of lakes Opasa
tika and Obikoba, generally a little distance from the water. Both red and 



white pine are met with, but not abundantly on th .. lom~r portion of lac 
des Quinze; but with one exception probably the best timber seen by us 
during the summer is that whiGh grows on the hills on bAh sides of the 
upper part of lac des Quinze, and the lower part of Lak,~ Ylejic:owaja. The 
exception mentioned is on the Quinze, in the vicinity of th~ fourth and 
fifth portages, where there is a great quantity of very fine pine, both red 
and white. There is yery littl,> pine on Ih" ml~l<'lw, the only specimens 
obsen-ed being a few very small oues near Round lake. 

Sugar maple is tolerably plentiful round the head of lake Temisca
minO'ue but was not seen further north. Th,> same remark ~~t:)plies to swamp '" , . 
maple and white oak. Large numbers of these grow on low level laud 
llf~ar the month of the Blanche, and also, in smaller quantities at the mouth 
of other rivers falling into the same lake. Hemlock is abundant on the 
10,Yer half of lake Temiscamingne, but no speCitW'llS wen' ollsenr ed as far 
north as the Hudson Day Company's post. 

The most abundant tree in this region, north of the> limit of sugar 
maple, is aspen, aft,'r which come canoe-birch, spruce, B:mbiall pine and 
Can~,da balsam. Elm and ash occur occasionally on low Hab:; as far north 
as lake Abbitibbi. 

The whole re!.rion examin~d, extendin~ northward from the mouth of 
the Montreal river, which is about thirty miles south of the h'!;1l1 of lake 
Temiscamingue, may be pretty correctly c1escribL'd as a leyel clay plain ,vith 
a great number of rocky hills and ridges protruding through it. There is 
a marked distinction between thi" region and the country to the south. 
The unyielding Laurentian rocks of the latter maintai.n a uniformly high 
surface, comiderably higher than tIl" 10'-,.1 at which the clly is found; 
while the softer slates and schists which occupy so large a portion of the 
country further north, haye been largely remo\Ted by denuu".tion, leaying 
only the harder rocks-diorites, quartzites, and conglomerates,-to form 
more or lesE. isolated hills, surrounded by arable clay land. 

The height of the clay appears to be pretty uniform throughout the 
whole region. Around lake Abbitibbi it is about thirty feet ahove the level 
of the lake, which was estimated to be ~J.) jeet higher thau lake Temis
camingue, givin!.!,· ~75 feet as the height of the clay at Abbitibbi abo\"6 lake 
Temiecamingue. On the upper part of lac des Quinze it is occasionally seen 
along the edge of the lake and rising ahout twenty feet above it; and there
fore as the latter lake is supposed to be about 260 feet above lake'Temis
camingue, its height above that lake would be about 280 feet. On the Blanche 
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the highest clay plains, about thirty-five miles up the river, are nearly on 
the same lenl with Round lake, which was estimated to be 275 feet above 
lake Temiscamingue, Clay is seen, I believe, on all the portages between 
lac des Quinze, and lake Abbitibbi. This would give a greater height 
than the foregoing, since on the highest of them-the height of land por
tage, it is about ~ix1y feet above lake Abbitibbi or 305 feet above Temis
camingue. Taking the mean of all thes0 heights and adding it to 612 feet, 
the height of lake Temi:--"allliJlgue aboye the :';l:3, ,ye find that the height of 

the clay plain above the sea leyel is about £100 feet. 

The b]'~l'c;t areas of arable land are on the Blanl·he and around lake 
Abbitibbi. On the Blanche, the hanks are at first only eight or ten feet 
aboye the OldinalY summer leyel of the riYer, but, ascending the stream, 
they gain in height, step by step, until thirty miles up they rise to a height 
of flOm IOU to 1,)0 feet aboye the water. Until within :l few miles of Round 
lake, no l"Q(·b ~)rl' ~P,"JI, exct'pt in the channel of the ~tream or in the face 
of the dill'-. Toward Round lake theQ'lwisc; only occasionally appears 
aboye the len-I surt:ll'e. Blui10h clay ,yas exposed in the bed of the ri,Ter 
all the w~ly to Round Lake, but about half way up is oyerlaid by a rather 
coarse brow11 ~alld, wlli,h in its turn, farther up, is ag-:lin o\-erlaid by clay 
six or l'ight miles bl:lovY Round lake, where the cliffs are upward ofa 
hundred fed high; the middle por1ion l'om·ists of sand, whil .. at the base and 
summit nothing' is st"en hut clay. 'The lewlland in the yalley of this riYer 
,yill thereiore he l':n(]y day alld partly ~a1l!l, perhaps, in nearly equal pro
portions. The width of arahl(, lalld is probably, on all a"erage, not less 
th:m six miles, and may he much mon'. On the low,·], h,,,,'b, a good deal 
of the ~nrfa." is p]'"b:1bJ~' :--\\:1l1lpy. The hi!:!her ley,·ls haye been almost 
entirely denuded of wg-<'iatioll Ii)' r"lwatt'll fires. 

Lake Abhitibbi is surrounded on all sides hy IpYeI clay land. At a 
good many puints, howenr, the rock rises ahoye the 1"Yt'1 of tIt,) clay. This 
is espEcially the l'a:-e along the south side of the upper lake, where the 
dioritic hilL, already descrihpd, approach the lake; hUI e\-on here there is 
generally a strip of day land along- the shore. '1'0 the north, and especially 
the north-we:--tward, the clay leyel seems almost unbroken, and it is well 
known that it extends in this direction to the shores oj' Hudsou's Bay, 

Sl'\· .. rai ant's of this .-lay soil are culti'-ated at the Hudson Bay Com
pany's 1'o:"t at Ahbitibbi, and with satisfactory results. The Oldy crop grown 
at present j, potal(1"8; but I \YaS informed by th,' man who has charge of 
the farming operations (a French Calladian, who has been more than 



409 

thirty years at Abbitibbi, but was brought up as a farmer near Sorel, in 
the province of Quebec,) that several other crops, including wheat, had 
been tried in former years, and with such results that he is inclined to 
inf'ist that all the ordinary cereals can be cultiyated as snceessfully at Abbi
tibbi as on the St. Lawrence. Such an opinion from a man 'who has been 
for so many years practically ell gaged in the cultivation of th\..' soil, is worth 
recording, and ought to be reliabie. 

Indian corn is grown at more than one locali l y near the head of lake 
Temiscamingue, and is said to ripen well. I am able, lW1':-;onally, to testify 
to this. as I was shown some good ripe ears, whidl had been grown during 
the summer of 1872, on the farm of 1'111'. Angus McBride, at the head of the 
lake. It should be said, hO'wever, that the locality is perhaps unusnally 
advantageous, as, besides being close to the lake, it ii:' partil'lllarly well 
sheltered on all sides, except the s0uth. 

(WI/Iter JJJcOuat, "JIay. 187:3.) 

EXPLuRATORY LINE BETWEE~ l\IONTHEAT, A~D OTT A WA. 

According to the instructions recei'nd from the Departm,>nt, the fil'ld notes 
of the work entrusted to me had to be diyided into th,· followillg sections: 

A.-Departure section; 

n. -Rouge sec'tion ; 

C.-Du Lievre section; 

D.-Gatineau section; 

E -Jean de Terre sedion. 

And for the better review of this stuyey, I will. in t his report, confine 
mys(']f to these subdiyisions. 

A.-Departure Sectioll bl>gins at the nl)rtIwrn angle of the township of 
Grandison, county of Arg-enteuil. ",111'1',' a post was 0r,)Gted by ~Ir. Provin
cial Land Surveyor Albreight and extends to the easterl y bran(~h of the river 
Rouge. This section is the most mouutainous of th\..~ whole line and 
especially the first tweln miles, that is, to the \\~"st shore of Warm lake. 
The point of commencement lies about ~ix miles north north east of the 
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Trembling mountain, which is the hig'hest pE'ak of the range of mountains 
lying between the North river and river Rouge. The issues or conllf'dions 
of this formation are prolonged (as far as I am informed) towards th~ north 
about fiftee>n to twenty miles and to the west\Y~n,l to the :'laccassie lake, 
which belon!.:!:~ to the most eastprly branch,'s of rinO'rs crosse a by my line. 
The directio~ of the mountains is in most instances parallel to the river 
Hon~!e, and ther0 are only rl'W (,y.c8ptions ~'oill~ from 8a'St to west when 
constituting the botllulari,~s of lakes,which illtt'rs'~ct this s"dion of country. 

The hr!.t,·.~t lake of this part of the proyince is undoubtedly the Trem
bling mountain bk,,, lying on tlu front of the w.·sterly side of the Trem
bling mountain. The name gi\""n to this lake by the Indians arises from 
the hct that, sometim 's on calm days, the lake ht'c:om,~s moved Oil its sur
fa!'!:', the canst' of which is ,"oleanic, and not as th.~ Indians say: residence 
of eyil spirit. \Vest of it is Balsam lake, 'whose \\'aters discharge into the 
Trelllblin~' mountain lake, and thence into Warm lake and Maccassie lake. 

The highest ridge of mountains passed o\"er by this line is undoubtedly 
the l)lll~ "itnall'd on tIll' llol'tl1l'r:y point of Balsam lak~, and reaches (accord
ing to the measurement by lUl aneroid barometer) to upvvards of se\'en 
hundred ami fifty feet ill a horizontal disti:lll"c of fifty chain'S or three thou
sand fpet which is eqn·d to om' to four. Th·, materials of which all these 
mountains consist are :;'I"'Y granite and not\Yithstanding all the pains I took, 
I neyer conld discon'r any yeins of quartz to any extent. 

From the \n'"t side of W :um lake towards the river Rouge, the surface 
of the \Yhol.~ "onlltl'~' is gently sloping, and ele,'ations of any amolut can 
only be found in pla'l'S Bear some lakes north of Warm lake. 

The ti:nlwr in this departlll'.· section is mostly mixed hard wood, that 
is, maple, h!:l!dl. birch and elm on the sides of the mountains and cedar, 
ash and elm in the lower or moist posts. There are, however, o~casiollally' 
a few white pines amon~·:;t a ~TPat deal of balsam. This part belongs to 
the limits d :'hssrs Hamilton Bl'Oth,>r.3, of Hawkesbury, and I met in this 
section two Sh'll~ties, (J'll.' at Warm lake and the other ncar the river Rouge 
below High Rollway. 

I entprtain only ,'ery little hope that, for agricultural purposes, this 
section will be used, except in the event of a road being made to connect 
the settlement of the township of Rawdon with the excellent and extensive 
tract of arable land lying in the next section between the rivers Rouge and 
Lievre. A road through this section, although 1 will not deny the many 
difficulties which the best engineer may encounter, may yet be got, with 
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arable land enough to support a good many families. whose places would 
be used as stopping places by those who intend to locate in the section 
between the Rouge and Lie';re rivers. 

B.-Rouge 0('C/iOIl is, as a whole, level and undulating. no mountaiw..; or 
hills of any consequ'!ll('l', WIth the exception of thl~ Oll'~ cOIHhtnting the 
di,-i"ion of the water shed hetWl'I'll the tribubrie,s of the Li'j,-;'C' and It'JU~e 
rivers. 

Kear the YH'F,t side of ri,-er Rougp, two or three tl ~ep g:lll!es oCI~ur in 
which creeks are running, but beyond this t~e surface i..; almosllevel, with 
only a few stones or boulders on the surface, and the land must bs W.1rmer 
since I found more ice when advancing into the next secti,)ll than here. 

The soil '-al'i,:s hetwtlen h2:1'-Y and lig'ht loam of hoth cO\01":;, yellow 
and black. The extc'nt of this tract of good land is the best adapted for 
agricultural purpOSeS, which I found during my SUIT!')' of one hundred and 
six miles, and is equal to the best lawL of Upper and Lower C,mada; it is 
also !erger than, perhaps, anyone not a"Quainted with this section of 
the proyince of Qnebec might imagine. It would open a home to a 
large proportion of those young Can:tdiall farmers, who cannot remain on 
their lather's holtl(~stt'adi', and who at present emigrate to the nighbouring 
republic, whose institutions are not familiar to them. Bv op"''ling up this 
sedion for settlem(mt, Canah would g;lin d(mble by it ; firstl y, ~)~- retaining 
a population brought up to farming aud n~ed to our cnst0tns :md climate, 
the yery nerve and sinew of any country, awl . .',;(',_:ondly, by rai ..;ill~· the reve
nue of the country. 

The distance betV\Teell Rouge and Lie\'l'e is tW"llty-eight miles and 
sixty-six chains; from this dedu;t abont three miles west of Rou~"" which 
leaves about t \Yenty-fi ,-e miles. 

Thence downwards about forty miles and upwards twenty miles, that 
is, above the BOlileall farm, and we g<'t an area of one thousand fin" hundred 
and fifty miles; add to this an area often miles by sJ\-·mty miles west of the 
Lievre or seven hundred square miles, and we have in all an area of two 
thousand two hundred and fiftV sq uare miles or one millio~ and a half of 
acres of land well adapted for agricultural purposes. 

The farms of the two lumhering establishments, which up to this date 
monopolize this portion of Quebec, will give the best proof of my statements. 
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The resident farmers on these places assured me that they had not 

found any difference in the time of cultivating th~ lands up on th~ Lievre 
and on the banks of the Ottawa. There are from the High Falls up to the 
line and outside of my calculated area a good many streh:hes of fine lands, 
and although these latter land.3 had been settled, yet for want of roads the 
bettlers haye left their places. 

Up to date, there is no road whatsoever except during the winter un 
the ice and during the summer by canoeing', to enable anyone to reach the 
High Fall;o which are tweuty-fonr miles abo,"e the village of Buckingham. 

This fiue trad of land which, I have not the slig'htest uoubt, will some 
time play a _~'n~at role in the ,ir.nna of colonization of the province of Quebec 
may be approached from three different points. Firstly, from Montreal by 
the road passing through New l}las~'o\Y anu the village of Rawdon, and 
then by a road yet to be opew'd along- my line to the Rouge. ::-leconuly, by 
continuing this road up the Hnn~"', in the county of Argentenil, following 
from the 10,"\",1' farm of ?Ieo,sr,. Hamilton Brothers their provision road, 
which from this place keep always on land LJl' more than ei~'hty mile;. I 
may remark hn.' that wherever these gentlemen have any establishments 
you way dppend on finding !.!,-oo:l roads for transportation and always 
avoiding lakes or swamps. It will therefor,~ be a ~'ood saving for the country. 
Thirdl y, to C'ontinue the road \y hich at present conne0ts the city of Ottawa 
and Priest t'f<'ek ;oettlement, a di::;tance of tell miles, ,,-ould gi \'8 to those poor 
wretches \y ho h:1\'e been waiti ng for t 110' last fi \-e years patiently, a chance 
to get a communi"atinn ""ith a market. Th.'",~ t.'ll miles would bring the 
road about thirty miles on the Lievre frora the ri\'er Ott:twa. From h."'" a 
road "unlu easily b" jound to ~ . ..t up to the ri\'er Lievre, and there would 
he no Ili'('\,s:-;ity for ol"'lIing up a road from Buckingham to the Ottawa and 
Priest net'!\: and Liene road, since the dj~talli-,e from Ottawa would be the 
same as to Dnd-;:ingham. 

The predominating timber h"re is the maple, ha'"ing in its comn~Uly 
birch, (black alld yellOW), h·Ll":1 :~1, but no bL'el'h, as ftf as I ('nuld see; in th,' 
swamp:". \y" fOllnd cedar, ash and ,_~l m; pine were few and ",-,attered and not 
in gl'oYes as in a regular timber country. 

This t1'a't of land appears to Ill" to h.· of an alluvial formation over 
limestone 01' ~iluri~n outcrops oi liml~stone in a primitive ~tat". I found 
the:-\' near th,~ h;'~'ht of Ialld and a(~';lill 011 the Liene at the C~U:lI' Rlpids 
belo,v Tapallee. Specimens collected are lost. 



C.-Du Liel're Section has to be divided into two parts. The first beginning, 
at the Lievre and ending at the height of land which di,"id,!s the waters 
between the Lievre and Gatineau is a gentle ascent for the most part. 

The other half lying ill the watershed of the river Gatilleau is most 
broken, suddell descents and stony swamps changin~ alternately with 
extensive bogs all overflown, when I passed in the neighbourhood of the 
many creeks and brooks with which this part abounds. 

}'or agricultural purposes only the first half of this section can be 
recommended, and is included in ihe calculated area of arable land lying 
in the Rouge section. The soil for the most part is loamy but not stony 
although rough I'Ipots may be found near the boundaries of some of the lakes 
situated in the vicinity of those belonging to th3 Gatineau tributaries. 1'he 
second part of this section with but few eFepti()llS will be fit for settle
ment and these exceptions are in the township of Basketong. 

The timber which grows on the first half is chiefly hard wood, with 
cedar, ash, balsam in the lower places, mixed with a few white pin'~s of 
good size. 

The foreman of a lumbering estahlishment complained of the great 
extent of ground to pa~s o\'er to get a good winter's work. The second half 
excels in very good pine, which appears here mor.) in groves, large spruce, 
and only seldom met with, hard ,,,ood ; a large and extensi ve brn:e \vas met 
commencing at the Basketong rinr and nearly extending to the Gatineau. 
Messrs Hamilton Brothers, who have a farm near the Sturgeon Falls, only 
keep this plan~ more as a depot and not to expect good crups. the soil heing 
too sandy or too rocky. 

D. - Galil/eall SectiOIl, which begins at the west sid,:: of the Gatineau river 
and extends for thirty miles to where I left off my work has to all intents and 
purposes the appearance of a northern climate. The whole surface is broken 
and rocky, extensive spruce swamps with large boulders ill them, varying 
with sudden changes of deep ravines, caused likely by vokanir. eruptions; 
often also passed o\'er high and steep precipices leading to th" environs of 
small streams full of rapids, and leaving no douht in th,~ visitor to these 
regions that these waters helong to the Gatineau river. 

I have to remark here that when passing- the Rouge section where 
snow had gone from the ground, it was soft, but here, Oil the twelfth or 
thirteenth of June, I crossed on a deep bank of snow and ice under which 
a wild mountain brook had made its passage; the level parts being spruce 
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swamps were all frozen, and after rem0ying the sod the bare ice was yisible. 
This whole section, e,en, ifsitu:lted nearer to communication would never 
be chosen by settlers, being wholly unfit for cultivation, and since th~ timber 
growing in this part of the Dominion consists mostly of white birch, poplar 
and balsam, &c., on the higher situated lands, and spruce in the lower and 
wet spots, it will by the law of nature remain the hunting ground of the 
aborigines or th,~ white hUllit'r:-;. I mention here again as a proof of my 
assertion the Pongeau farm on the banks of the J can de T~rr8 belonging to 
Messrs. Hamilton Brothers, of Hawkesbury. 

This farm, although situated in the mosi; favorable spot which could 
be chosen, Ll<'in~' altogether to the south, is fnll of large stones, and when 
I left in the middl,) of June the oats were barely out of the ground, and of 
potatoes nothing wus to be seen yet. 

As I haye remarked here before, corroborated by my report of the 
surny of thl) upper part of the riYer Jean de Terre, I only can repeat that 
there is in this s(>dioll only to be found white birch, poplar, fir, a few 
beech, balsam and spruce: "(,lhr, hemlock and white pine 01' red are a rare 
occurrC'n"C', 

IV. Wi7g'lIer, :24.th Odober, 1867. 

HEADWATEr<,.: (IF THE, Wf.nYA RIYER. 

After making all th! lle,'":,,,:1l'Y preparations, I Jer[ Otbw 1 city on 
the elennth of ~Lm:h on my jonrmy up the Du yloine to the eighty-fifth 
mile post, the point from whieh I W~tS to <.;ommenee m V .'xploratlOlls, arriving 
within nine miles of Di~' lake on the nindc:'~Hth of the same month. I 
came to the conclusion thtt a:-; I had suppJi"" sufficient forward to do mv 
party until the opening of naYigation, it would be better to push on to 
Victoria lake, 'which I accordingly did, arriyillg' th"1'0 on the seventeenth 
of April, scaling the canoe-route thlOugh, agreeable to instructions. 

This route int,:r"edt.'d Victoria lake at it.:; wt.'::-tel'll in:,teaci of its elsteru 
extremity as was originally supp0.3ed. I next proc~,!cl,'d with th,~ sGaling 
of Victoria lake, \\' lli· h work I pro';,~l'l1 tel with dilig')Il>:'e un til the 
eighteenth of .:\by. 

On the twelfth of J nly, I m:1de conlleetioll wi,h ~1r P. 1. S. W:lgner's, 
former Slll'yey of la,' des Rapidos. which lake has two outlets, one running 
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into the Ottawa and the other into Kakebonga lake. I deviateJ from the 
main Ottawa and made this connection for the following reasons: firstly, 
because from a reliable source I ascertained that Mr. Wagner had suspended 
operations before intersecting the Ottawa and a connection at some point 
was \"ery desirable. Secondly, because lac des Rapides was only seven mileR 
in a direct line from the Ottawa. 

Ha,ing thus far giYt"'n a general description of my proceedings, I will 
now make a few remarks upon the soil, timber, Sec. Generally speaking, 
the soil is either very rocky or sandy, and with the exc-eption of a few fertile 
spots at the mouths of the small rivers and creeks is totally unfit for settle
ments. 

From the head waters of the Du Moine until you approach t.he Gati
neau, the country is very level and might be compared to the table lands 
of Mexico. In the Yicinity of Big lake and the head waters of the Du 
)Ioiue, white pine is found in considerable quantities, anJ of a good qua
lity; further north, a few scrubby, stunteu pines can only be seen; white 
birch, balsam, spruce and cedar are the most common tr('t-s. 

The plants here are principally of the r-ryptogamic tribe-ferns, mosses, 
&c., and not diffp.ring from those found in the vicinity of Ottawa city. 

The rocks are of the primary formatiun ; minerals of any formati')n or 
description are unknown by the natives; cold alid lll'at are here felt in 
their extremes; and the transition from winter to summer i<; very sudden; 
the thermometer sometimes sinks in winter to 413° below zero, while in 
summer it 00casionally rises as high as 10:2°. The year is diyided between 
these two seasons, spring and autumn being' almost unknown. The frost 
begins 3 bout the first of September, and t he ice disappears about the end of 
May, when vegetation proceeds with great actiYity. Potatoes, turnips and 
vegetables generally are cultiyated with success by the Hudson Bay Com
pany, at their trading post, at Victoria lake; last ,year, three hundred 
bushels of potatoes and two hundred of turnips were the product of a very 
few acres of ill-tilled land. The Hud-;on Rty Company ha,-e oxen, cows, 
and a number of other domestic animals at this post. 

The Indians here are mixed, belonging to differ2ut tri b,>s, but the 
majority are Algonquins; their halJits and customs differ little from those 
of other Indians. The humane exertions of the missionaries and the 
Hudson Bay Company are fast working Christian results amollg them. 
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The most common animals here are moose, deer, caribou and beaver; 
the lakes and rivers teem with fish of almost of all descriptions; amonO' o 
the best are the white fish, which can be caught in Victoria lake in great 
quantities; they lllay be compared to shad in size and shape. 

In conclusion, I would stat" that lac Barriere, the highest point 
reached by me on the Ottawa, is. according to information received from 
the employees of tlll' Hudson Bay Company, about one hundred and twenty 
miles, following its sinuosities from Trout lake, its source. This lake lies 
hetween the ri,'er Jean de Terre and the west branch of the Gaiineau 
river. 

(H.- C. 8!Jlilllles, 25th August, 1867.) 

On thE' receipt of my instructions, supplies for the survey were forwarded 
to ME'ssrs Burstall & Co's shanty on the river Du MoinE', about fifty-three 
miles from its mouth. 

On the thirteenth :'Iay folloWlllg, my party left Ottawa en route for 
Victoria lake, and from that date to the thirteenth of June was employed in 
trayelling up the ri,'ers Ottawa and Dn Moine, in forwarding provisions 
from our depot to ~f>s,;r,; Bnrnstall's shanty across the height of land from 
the river Dll :'Ioine to \'i..toria lak,,, and in forwarding a portion of these 
snpplies in adnw,· ofthe snrny, down the river Ottawa below Victoria lake. 
From the thirteenth of June to the fonrth .lugnst was spent on scalings 
of the riYer ()tt<twa from Victoria !al;:.. to the heau of th .. river Quinze. 

From the fourth to the sixteenth August, was occupied in an exploration 
ofa portion of the ronte from th" river ()tt2..\\a to lake Abbitibbi. 

The portion of the Ottawa river covered by my surny flows through 
a ,ountry of yery uniform character in nature of surfa.;e, kind and quality 
of soil and preyalent growth of wooJ. The surface is everywhere uneven, 
being' broken by the low and generally rocky hills of the Laurentian forma
tion which extends throughout; any of the small comparatively level areas 
are usually spruce and tamarac swamps. 

As will be seen on reference to the plan, the river makes many and 
lengthy zig-zag or lateral deviations north and south of its general west
ward course. These are not the ,yindings observed in rivers flowing 
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through very level countries or crossing from side to side of a wide flat 
valley. They are caused by the stream following in its descent the trench
like synclinal axis of the formation. The strike of the fold is seemingly 
nearly parallel everywherp, and its general bearing in the majority of 
cases about north 10° east, being that already assigned in other parts of the 
same formation on the north sille of the Ottawa by Sir William Logan. 
This parallelism is singularly evident from lake Temiscamingue to the 
river Gatmeau, being shevrn eastward of my survey in the north and south 
direction of the long bays of Victoria lake, the lakes on the Ottawa between 
that and the Kakebonga, the lac des Rapides, and then in lake Kakebonga 
itself. 

There is, though with great unevenness, a general uniformity of altitude 
in the country going from the height of iand of the Coulonge, Du Moine, 
and Keepewa rinrs, northward, to the slope to Hudson Bay. The deprl'\s
sion in crossing the Ottawa being inconsiderable, it may be consillered a 
rough plateau and but slightly inclined to the westward, however much it 
may rise in the opposite direction towards the sources of the St. Maurice 
and Saguellay rivers. The highest hills, seen some miles inland of lac des 
Quinze, were about three hundred and fifty feet in height; this added to the 
one hundred and forty feet fall in the river between would give four 
hundred and ninety feet, height of the Victoria lake hill::;, relatinly to the 
four hundred and fifty feet of those below, or barely a difference when using 
mere estimations. These, the extreme highest points seen on the survey, 
would have an altitude above the sea of twelve hnndrpd and fifty to thir
teen hundred feet. The average height of the whole country, striking a 
rough mean between ordinary hills and the valleys, might be taken at nine 
hundred to a thousand feet above the sea. 

The soil, as far as can be judgell from what was seen on the survey, is 
usually light, sandy and poor. The hills, in many cases, were bare, rocky 
ridges; in others but lightly covered with soil and growth. In the valleys 
and low grounds adjoining streams, the soil was deeper, though generally 
similar in character if dry. The greater part of the le\-el or low grounds was 
either tamarac and spruce or open mossy swamps. In a few exceptional 
cases a narrow border of richer soil was observed along the edges of streams, 
being the alluvium thrown up by them during floods. One instance in 
which this occurs to a considerable and important extent is on the banks of 
the Ottawa about the junction of its Abittibi branch. Here the Ottawa 
has got far enough to the northward to be on the verge of the southern 
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margin of the white clay which prevails on the adjoining slope of the Hud· 
son Bay basin. This clay seems to have in places extended somewhat 
across the height of land and over the Ottawa formation The reasons for 
this opinion are that the 'waters of the Abittibi branch, and tho~e of the 
small creeks falling into the main stream neal' it are thick and of a milky 
color, through holding in suspense much of the white clayey material 
washed from their banks in the upper part of their course. 

From appearances, the Ottawa would seem here to have, in remote times, 
had a much wider flood plain than at presen t. The waters, being gorged below 
at what is now the last r:lpids, must have spread out into a broad and com· 
paratively stagnant reach, flooding back to near the Bear Chutes and up 
the Abittibi branch. The alluyium of that stream and adjoining small 
ones, by mixing' with the waters of the main ri\Ter, rendered the lake thus 
formed a muddy one that deposited its silt all over its area, making whatis 
now a good deep soil. Xowhere else ill the course of the sur,ey was the 
Ottawa obseryed to hayl' made similar deposits of any extent; its waters 
proper are too clean, coming as they do in this part of its course out of a 
Laurentian formation. Their characteristic dark brown color is, I think, 
owing altogether to a Yegetable dye either from the liying moss or decayed 
matter of the iunnmerable mossy swamps Olat contribute to them. 

The preyalent ,~To\Yth of \vood is similar throughout the whole ground 
traversed, with hut slig'ht changes in size corresponding to the changes in 
position from barren hill top to richer yalley. The kinds observed were 
balsam, white birch, poplar, grey and black spruce, tamarac, pitch pine 
and cedar, enumerating them in the approximate order of frequency; little 
or no white pill8 fit for timber was seen. As the sUITey \Yas confined to the 
yicinity of the 1'i,·er, it would be assumiug too much to affirm that this 
would be the lit>!e all over the country, but I am afraid that the appearances 
would lead anyone accustomed to explore for timber to judg8 that it would 
not be found iu any size or quantity. 

In this, how eyer, as in the foreg'oing general character giYen to the 
country the cOflclusi0ns are not based on obsen·atiol1 of th\~ illlm~diate 
liver banks only, though even that would be of more than usu·:ll value as 
the crooked course of this stream bkes the observer o,'er l111vh more of th'~ 
ground than if it were ordinarily straight. Any opportuniti8s that offered 
of seeing the surrounding country from the summits ot inland ridges or 
hills were used, and in some cases views extending all around in a radius 
of seyeral miles were obtained. Oil account of its importance as a resource 
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of the country and to the revenue, a particular lookout was kept in this 
manner for timber, but though care was taken that in trayellillg down the 
river none should escape notice and that on heights inland an excellent 
field glass was used, yet not a single grove of white pine of any description 
was observed. 

A few struggling small white pines were met on lake Nameway, again 
on the southern shares of lakes Expanse and Quinze, a struggling growth of 
scrubby white pine was obseryed and one small grove of red pine on the 
latter lake, but not any that would be considered by a lumb'~rer of the 
present time worth seeking. 

Besides the knowledge gained on this survey, I am, from personal 
acquaintance with a good deal of the country lying westward of the 
Gatineau along the headwaters of the Desert, Coulonge, Black river, 
DuMoine and Keepawa rivers, inclined to belieye that little pine timber will 
be found northward of the sources of these streams. It is difficult to assign 
a reason for this, as the soil and climate do not differ materially from that 
of the adjoining tracts on these rivers, producing the finest timber in large 
quantities. It is not that the climatic northern limit of the whitL, pine is 
here reached, for I haye seen healthy, isola~ed individuals of the species at 
Abittibi lake, nearly one hundred miles north, nor can it be owing to the 
poverty of the soil, for it is quite evident in our Ottawa country that 
"hite pine can grow in any soil short of pure sand, the principal effect 
upon it obsenTed in the more barren situations being that many of the trees 
are hollow·butted. 

The small and comparatively young growth all over the country tra
versed by my survey would suggest the possibility of its having been over
run by fires that swept off the pine, which was then succeeded in natural 
alternative by the present white birch, poplar and balsam woods. 

Of small fruits the following were occasionally met with: blueberry, 
raspberry, strawberry, cherry bush and moss cranberry and the June berry 
or poirier. 

The main Ottawa seemed to be well stocked with fish of various kinds. 
The principal seen of the larger or finer as food were: maskiuonge, pike, 
pickerel, bass, sturgeon, white fish, Atanabit of the smaller or inferior kinds, 
gold eyes, suckers, dace, c;1tfish and eels; trout are not found in the main 
stream, but, in some of the tributary lakes, they are got in abundance and 
of the finest quality. 
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Some animals are not plenty and the fur-bearing ones but moderately so, 
being pretty well kept down by the native hunters trapping for the Hudson 
Bay Company. Moose and caribou are the representatives of the deer 
tribe, but in small numbers-nothing like what may be found in the St. 
Maurice or more eastern territories. The principal furred animals are on 
land: bear, lynx, fisher, fox and martcn ; thos~ frequenting the water: beaver, 
otter, mink and muskrat. 

Of game birds and wild fowl, there are the ruffed partridge and the 
Canada goose, rarely, the ptarmigan, ducks of yarious kind.s, bitterns 
occasional g.'ese and yer~" rarely swans. 

As to dimate, the country tnlxersed would seem to be nearly three 
weeks behind in spring that of the city of Ottawa, with a corresponding 
earlier setting in of winter. The greater altitude and nearer exposure to 
the bleak north ,vinds of Hudson Bay necessarily make the summer 
much colder than that of the lower Ottawa country, and also a winter of 
longer cOlltinued se\"'re frosts. The a\'er"lge fall of snow is about eighteen 
inches or two feet more than at Ottawa, and the rainfall if measured would, 
I think, h,' in similar proportion. 

On the first point tolerably clear information can be had from the 
natives, hut of the latter their ideas are necessarily more indefinite. My own 
short experience would lead me to say th:1t there was decidedly much more 
snow than on the Otta \Va below. 

As to the intensity and duration of the summer heat, I do not think it 
","uld e\"er he sufficient to ripen wheat; oats and barley might, perhaps, 
come to maturity; potatoes of medium size and excellent quality are grown 
at the Hudson Bay Company's post. on Victoria lake. 

Of the fitness for settlement or other future resources of the country, it 
IS hard to draw any favorable picture. 

Apart from climate, tIll' nature of the surface and soil is such, that with 
the exception on the small area before mentioned at the junction of the 
Abittibi, I neither know nor have been told of any portion of it fit for 
I,rditable cultivation in the sense understood by settlers of the present day 
in Canada. Even in the possibly fertile situations, its climate would impose 
too narrow limits as to the kinds of crops that could be raised. It would be 
absurd, ho, .. 'e,"e1', to advance that it would not by agriculture sustain a 
.ertain population of human beings. When aU the more favorably situated 
parts of this continent are as thickly inhabited as those of Europe, our 
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northern Ottawa country may similarly to Poland or the north of Russia 
be occupied by a scattered population who will be able by persevering 
industrious struggle against its sterility and severity of climate to secure a 
poor but independent livelihood. 

As before stated, no evid,'nce was seen of there being any pine fit for 
timber, and the information obtained from Indians as to the nature of the 
countrv inland goes to sustain the opinion that it is of rare occurrence, and, 
if such be the case, it cannot be classed with the Lower Ottawa as a field 
for lumbering enterprise. 

Its present growth of wood can be of commercial value at some remote 
future period only, when even the inferior kmd5 of timber may become 
scarce and in request; at the same time its numerous mossy swamps may 
come in fit for fuel. 

Its mineral resources are yet to be discovered. No metallic veins or 
metalliferous rocks were met with or heard of on the survey. The fur-bear
ing animals and fish in the streams are the principal sources of valul' for 
the present inhabitants who are likely to keep their increase ill check so 
well that they will never be got in sufficient quantities to tmd to a civi
lized occupancy of the country. 

In giving information as to the agricultural capabilities of this and. 
similar reg-ion IS occupied by them, the gentlemen in t~le Hudson 3ay Com
pany's sen'ice arp, a little too apt to deal in wholesale condemnation; on the 
other hand some sanguine theorists wish the blank spaces ou our Canadian 
maps to be looked upon as all more or less favorable for future immiQ,T3ti"1t. 

The opinions here given have been as little influenced by the former as 
those of any experitmced Canadian t xplorer are likely to be affected by the 
latter. 

The foregoing brief description is intended to apply more particularly 
to the country passed through 011 the scaling of the Ottawa. On that 
travelled during the exploration to lake Abittibi and of the valley of the 
river Blanche, I would make the following' additional obsen"ations : 

The first noteworthy feature on the route from lac d,~s Quinzt-l to lake 
Abbittibi is that the Lonely river like the Abittibi branch is a lIln IJy, milky
looking stream, seeing that we are again approaching the white clays Of 
Hudson Bay. Lonely RiYer, at its mouth about a chain wide, has a narrow, 
flat bank of alluyium on either side, but not extending inland any distance. 
The general character of the country rem3.ins the same as that heretofore 
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described until about the height of land, where it becomes perclJptibly 
flatter and does not seem so rongh, and the soil where seen is clayey. About 
the middle of lake Opasatika a change occurs in the rock formation from 
the hitherto prevalent gneissoid or granitoid gneiss, to a hard fine-grained 
greenstone or diorite which continues through to lake Abittibi and over 
that lake. The exact point at which this change occurs could not be seen, 
but near the position indicated the last of the gneiss was seen and a few 
miles farther up the lake the first of the new rock was met with. 

The route continues from the height of land by the waters of the 
Abittibi river through lake Macawagogig, a picturesque labyrinth of 
islands,down to its discharge, a stream twice as large as Lonely river, crooking 
about in a flat yalley wooded with the usual growth of poplar and white 
birch, but with a clayey soil better than that on the Ottawa left. 

Then through lake Agatawekami studded with rocky islands and 
surrounded by low rocky shores into the wide, sluggish reach in whiL:h the 
river A bittibi Hows, with one short interruption at the portage Ddllseur 
till it enters the bay near the Hudson Bay Company's fort 011 lake 
Ahittibi. 

This lake, though it has a coast line of over one hundred and fifty miles, 
is only aboutforty-fi ve miles in length, with a breadth varving from three to 
twelve or fourteen miles in opposite bays. The surrounding country is so flat 
that barely anything beyond the immediate ro'ky shore is yisible. III 
places, numerous is).·ts are scattered oyer its surface; these and the shores 
are woodpd with a small growth of poplar, white birch and balsam. Their 
lowness liluch incn'ases the effect of apparent distallt'es; in places the 
farther shores and islands melt down hen,·;tth the horizon, lea\'ing only the 
blue line ()f ;;ky and wat,·r. This has, I h"lien, led to th~ eX~lgg-erdted accounts 
gi ven Ly \'oya~'eurs of the size of this lake. 

In tho usual correspondence of sm:lll depth of W.lter to fhtnes, of the 
shore, this lab, is ,'ery shallolY and on this a<:count in high winds the swell 
rises sudth'llly and is an unpleasant enrl. Its waters, like those of all its 
feeders """11, ,HI' white and muddy. The Narrows at about two thirds of its 
distance downward divide it inlo what is almost properly two lakes. 1'here 
is howevPf hardly a perceptible current between them. It" discharge, after 
between three and four miles of sluggish course, precipitates itself in two 
steps, OY0r all of about thirty feet high, where there was a good opportunity 
of estimating the size of the stream. I judgl~d the quantity of water to be 
about equal to that discharged bv the river Madawaska, where it joins the 
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Ottawa at Arnprior. These first falls on the river below lake Abittibi were 
the remotest point reached by our explorations. 

Next to the main inlet of the lake. by which our route entered it, the 
principal feeder is the White Fish river, whose sources lie, I am told, about 
due east from lake Abittibi; I shouldjudge it to ha'-'~ a comse of sixty or 
seventy miles. The number of small creeks that fall into the lake contrib
ute the balance of its waters. 

The game and fish got in the Abittibi country are th~ same as those 
I mentioned as found on the Ottawa, with the exception of the moose 
which does not come here so far north or has been killed out. 

As to climate, I am told that there is much rain and cold raw weather 
ill summer, but it is evidently warm enough to grow and ripen potatoes, as 
they are cultivated for food in quantities at the Hudson Bay Company's 
fort. 

With reference to th~ exploration of the river Blanche, on account of 
its reputed fertility at its mouth, I fwlt warranted in devoting a few days 
of our yet remaining time on our homeward way to its examination-its 
comparatiye accessibility and lower altitude rendering it of importance. 

I ascended its main or eastern branch about thirty-fi ,-e miles to the 
first serious break in nayigation. I also went a few miles up its secondary 
branch on the west side. I also' examined its banks ill sl.weral places to a 
distance of a mile and two miles inland. 

Its valley presents some interesting features. It is all alluvial plain 
rising north ward from lake Temiscamingue in successive flats 011 the 
upward course of the stream; these in accordance with the theory,of 
terrace formation should,· I presume, be connected with corresponding 
changes of the level of that lake in remote time. The width of the plain 
will, I think, be found to be limited by a continuation of the hills on either 
side of the trench-like hollow containing the lake, and of which the valley 
is evidently the production northward, hwing formed the north end of an 
older lake Temiscamingue. 

On the low delta-formed islands in the mouth of the river Blanche, and 
011 its shores for several miles up it, there is a beautiful growth of elm, oak, 
soft maple and ash, with a small proportion of balsam and spruce; seen from 
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the river, its rich deep banks of the finest soil overhung with that heavy 
O'rowth o-ive fair promise for the interior. 
to to 

I was much disappointed to find on penetrating inward that the land 
fell and that these woods soon gave place to a continuous black spruce and 
tamarac swamp. The surface moss and water proved to be shallow, and, on 
digging, the good clay was generally reached at a few inches or a foot, bnt 
still the land, to be used, would require much drainage. This first flat is, 
say, from ten to fifteen feet above the low water level of lake Temis0a
ruingue. Ar.ont fourteen miles up the stream. the banks rise to twenty-five 
6r thirty feet. 

The land is dryas shewn by extensive bruHis. The soil though of I'l 

lighter texture than that bdow is yet quite fit for cultivation. At twenty
five miles up. the river is flowing throug-h a third level or plain about 
eighty or ninety feet aboye its waters, which are say six or eight feet above 
lake Temiscamingue. A land slide excavation of two or three acres in extent 
caused by springs gan an opportunity of seeing a section of the soil. 

First on the top were two or three inches of decayed leaves and then 
about a foot ot' reu sand merging into grey clay, and then a dark blueish 
plastic clay which ,>xtellded down under the riyer. 

Though the soil is not equally good throughout on this stream, yet 1 
think that at some future day a fair settlement may be made in its valley 
connected by steamer navigation with lake Temiscamingue. As to the 
Indians inhabiting the country traversed during our excursion, I can hardly 
!!lay anything that is not already well known. 

They are all of the Algonquin race; they are quiet and orderly and 
completely under the control of the Hudson Bay Company's officers, and 
of their zealous. self-denying spiritual teacher;;, the missionaries. 

The combined effect of both has been to change the savagtl condition 
of these Indians morally to that of uneducated civilized man, whilst, through 
acquiring som' of the appliances and the dress of ciyilization, their outward 
life approximat(>~ more to it that many are aware. 

(Lindsa!J Russell, 28th March, 18'18.) 

My instructions said to go down the Ottawa river until I would meet 
a post at Barriere Rapids planted by Mr. Symmes, yet the temptation was 
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for me too great not to take this lake into my plan, so I measured the main 
diredioll without going into details of ofhdts to the deep bays, and, in 
memory and acknowledgment of the great services which our Surveyor 
General for the province of Qnebec had rendered to the exploration of the 
Ottawa river, I baptized this lake lac Bouchette, and that picce of river 
lying between lac Bouchette and lac Barriere I named Bouchette river. 

I thence started with my party down the river and surveyed until I 
reached the Barriere Rapids, where Mr. Symmes had planted a post. 

This place is known either as Barriere Rapids or as the Mission Post 
at lac Barrier\!. It

J 
is the burying·gronnd of the Indians living in this 

district. 

Mr. Symmes also surveyed that portion of water which runs from lake 
Rapid toward the Ottawa river and planted a post marked sixty-seven 
miles sixteen chains on Iroquois point, at the head of lake Rapid where the 
waters run to the Kakebonga lake. From this post, on my return,.! con
nected with a tree post marked. H. B., at end of station twenty··nine in my 
former survey of lake Rapid and river J can de Terre. By this operation the 
surveys are connected with old work on the ri ,er Desert. 

It is known to your Department that lake Rapid has three discharges 
of its waters; one to the Ottawa surveyed by Mr. Symmes; the second or 
main discharge surveyed by myself a few years ago to lake Kakebonga, 
about ten miles south from the head of this lake ; th,~ third discharge 
known as the canoe route has not been sun-eyed,::md, nllt ha"ing instructions 
to do so, 1 only took the bearings and stepped the distances, so as to enable 
me to give as correct an idea of the com'llunications between these two 
large lake,; as possible. I have shown 011 my plan all their connections to 
give a better idea of the situation of thiR magnificent water communication. 

That portion of land through which this part of my line runs is only 
in a few places interrupted with hills of any consequence; the rest was 
of an undulating character, broken up with a great many lakes, so lUuch 
that I do believe at least thirty per cent is water. 

There can be no doubt entertained th:lt the line runs outside of the 
timber region of our Ottawa waters, since I did not meet with a single 
grove of pine; the general sort of timber was spruce, birch, halsam and 
poplar. 
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The ridge east oflake Kakebonga has a little hard wood, maple and 
black birch. 

For agricultural purposes, this tract of land has no value whatsoever. 

The mountain ranges which I passed were all granite, belonging to the 
Laurentian formation, now and then interrupted with veins of quartz. 

(W. Wa!{"ner, 1st April, 1868.) 

BLOCK A, IN THE COUNTY OF PONTIAC. 

With regard to the soil and. timber, a refarence to the pIau and field 
notes of survey will give the best information on those points. I may, how
ever, state that th,·r .. is a large quantity of good arable and agricultural land 
along the line, and that the country is in general fairly level, without any 
very high mountains. The soil is mostly good clay, and, as it is more than 
probable that in the near future a rail-road may be built north of the Lauren
tides, there is no doubt that in that event the tide of emigration would soon 
turn in that direction. There is some yery fine white pine on the second 
and also on the fifth limit, and a good deal of red pine on the first limit· 
There is also a great deal of very fine tamarac, and, should a railway be 
built, it would be Yery valuable for ties. Unfortunately, however, there is 
a great deal of the best timber blown down. There are also some large 
tracts OYelTUll by fire, particularly on the fifth and sixth limits in the 
second r:llI ! . .!"'. 

As the survey is not completed, I will not attempt to make a report of 
any length, but \nit until such time as it is, when I shall be in a better 
position to rE'port on the resources of the country. 

(John 0' Sullimn, 11th De.::ember, 188:2.) 

In the preliminary reports, I transmitted to your department, of the 
survey I made vf a due east and west base line, and of meridian lines, on 
block A, in the county of Pontiac, in accordance with instructions from the 
Department of Crown Lands, dated June 14th, 1882, I gave a description of 



the timber and land, &c., through which the lines pass. I will now give a 
more particular description of the same and a more general description of 
the country around Llock A. 

From lake Temisc[l,mingue to the 20th mile-post along the boundary 
line between the province of Ontario and the provill<'e of Quebec, the 
country is fairly level and in great part good agricultural land. About a 
mile north of the lake, the land commences to b,~ wet, and for about three 
or four miles it is swampy, but if cleared and drained it would become in 
part good meadow land. This is on the Indian reselTe, a tract of land ten 
miles in depth along the province line and containing a superficies of 
38,400 acres. Great part of this tract is good agricultural land, and, as the 
Indians are very poor farmers, I am of opinion it \-,ould be bettJr for them 
and for the country if the Go,ernment would have the reserve surveyed off 
into township lots and gi ve a certain amount of money each year instead 
thereof to buy provisions and clothing for the tribe. Several of the Indians, 
about fifteen or eighteen, I was told, died from starvation last winter within 
a circuit of thirty miks of where I was surveying. Had these poor creatures 
had some supply to call on for a hundred of flour and a blanket or some 
clothing, they might haye managed to pass through the winter, whereas 
there are not more than fi\-e or six families who ~;ulti\-ate anything on the 
reserve. 

From the Indian reserye to the base line. the land is higher and more 
cut up with streams and creeks. The timber on the low land is mostly 
spruce, tamarac and fir, and on the high land bouleau, poplar, spruce and 
small red pine. 

From the 20th mile post on the proyince line, the initial point of 
departure of my survey, to the Otter creek, the land is good and level and 
well timbered with tamarac, spruce, white birch or bouleau, red pine, and 
poplar. The tamarac is not large, but would be splendid for railway ties. 
The line crm:ses the creek between 61 and 67t chains from the province line. 
This creek is from forty to eighty feet wiele and falls into the White river 
(Riviere Blanche) crossing province line on the 19th mile. From Otter creek 
the land continues pretty good for about a mile and a quarter, when it 
commences to be rocky and swampy in places, the timber being of poor 
quality. 

On the fifth mile there is a nice flat of land, and the timber is mostly 
spruce and tamarac, the latter being large and of splendid quality. On the 
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seventh mile there is a gTeat deal of the timber blown down, chiefly on the 
high land. On the eighth mile, between the 60th and 65th chains distance, 
there is a rise of about two hundred feet, and there is a splendid grove of 
white pine along this ridge which runs nearly north and south. The first 
half of the tenth mile is swampy or low land, lind on the rising ground the. 
timber is nearly all blown down, which continues on to the eleventh mile, 
the land being poor and rocky. On the twelfth mile there is a good deal of 
pine, but it il' in great part blown down. On the east half of this mile it is 
mostly tamarac and spruce, the line crossing over a large beaver meadow 
which extends nearly a mile towards the northeast. The thirteenth mile is 
mostly rising land and is fairly good, but the higher part is very rocky. 
There is some white pine on the high part. 

At 13 mili's 33t chains the linp crosses the west shore of lac Barriere, 
and at 14 miles :3:-: chains the east shore. Through this lake is the general 
route for the Hudson Bay Company between the Ottawa and lake Abit· 
tibi and then,'e to Hudson Bay. 

At the 15th mile post the line runs over a rocky height from which to 
15 miles 64 chains the land is undulating. Here it touches the south end 
of a very Pff~tty little lake which abounds with fish. There are some pine, 
cedar, and bouleau here. 

Between 47 and ;j:i chains beyond the 18th mile the line cr.)ss,'S another 
lake around w hieh there is a g'ood deal of pine. ::\lr. Taggart took a raft ot 
pine from around this lake last spring. 

A portage of ahout a furlon~ in length is all is required from the head 
of this lake to a lar!:),'\' lake running north and forming part of lac Barriere 
From the 1~lth to the 31st mile the line runs oyer undulating land, the high 
parts being:, in g'enrral, rocky ',yith good land in the low tracts, On the 
24th mile thl're is a fall of about seventy-five feet into a cranberry swamp 
and then a rise of about 1:2;) feet in three chains. To the north east of this 
rise there is a lake of some size within less than half a mile of the line. 

At 30 miles -lli chains the lines crosses the ,Yest shore of a lake called 
Rodger's lake. and at 31 miles 4:2 chains the past shore. On the peninsula 
between this lake and the lake Grossed on the 19th mile, thl~re is a large 
tract of wry good land south of the line, great part of which has been 
overrun by fire; the land is mostly low and is a h8avy clay soil, and would 
make fine meadow land. There is a chain of lakes south of the line from a 



mile and a half to four or fiye miles which nearly joins the two lakes. On 
the 24th and 25th miles there is a good deal of white pine. 

From R')dger's lake to where the line crosses thcl Ottawa, a distance 
of fiye miles, is a splendid tract of country, the land being !,'ve! and the 
soil good. The timber is mostly spruce and poplar, with som) tamarac, and 
an odd white pine; near the Uttawa there are some large' black birches. 
There are two discharges from Rodger'S lake, one at the south and run
ning almost due south, and discharging through a series oflakes into lac des 
Quillze, and one running nearly parallel to the baf:e line on the soutb. side 
for four and a half miles where it takes a bend towards the north and is 
crossed by the line thirty chains from where it strikes the Ottawa. It 
empties into the Otta \Va thirteen chains north of the line. 

The liue strikes the right bauk of the Ottawa at 3i miles 7:3 chains, and 
the left bank at 37 miles 11 chains 60 links, the breadth of t he river here 
being 13 chaius 1i0 links. The river here runs nearly north and :,;outh, and 
for several miles in both directions main tains an average breadth of about 
tweln chains. At 49 miles 34 chains the line crosses the Ottawa a second 
time. The tract of land enclosed by the bend of the river, and, in fact, the 
whole trdct south, as far as lake Winnowaya, is a poor, barren country 
being either rocky hills or marshy swamps, and in gTe'at part overrun by 
fire. There is, however, a pretty good strip of land of from lifty to eighty 
chains in depth all along the river. 

At 40 miles 5i chains the line crosses a creek forty feet wide, dis
charging out of a lake, half a mile to the south, of a bout 1 hree miles in 
length and one-half to three quarters of a mile wide. Betwel'll 45 and 5~ 
chains beyond the 4Gth mile, the line crosse,; a creek three ti mes of about 
half a chain in width, and another of about the same breadth at 47 miles, 
and again eighteen chains farther on 011e of 30 links wide. From this 
stream to the Ottawa there is no timber but small cypress to b3 seen, which 
would indicate poor land, and yet where the soil was exposed it appeared 
to be of a pretty fair quality. This section appears to have been overrun 
by fire some thirty years ago. 

The breadth of the Ottawa where the line crosses it a !';econd time is 6 
chains 70 links, the right bank being at 49 miles 40 chains 70 links. From 
the Ottawa to 50 miles 20 chains the land is good and the timber mostly 
tamarac, poplar and spruce, the line then crosses a cranberry swamp which 
extends to the 52nd mile. 
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From the 52nd to the 57th mile the land is more rolling with occasional 
patches of 8\YUmp, and of high land, of rises of from 40 to 60 feet. The 
timber is mostly spruce, tamarac and cypress, with poplar on the patches 
of good land. 

From the :)71h to the 60th mile, or end of the base line, the land is 
more uneyen and the hills mueh higher. At 58 miles ~I chains the line 
rUl1S within a chain of the south end of a lake which runs nearly due north 
for seyeral milel-i. haying a breadth of from one-half to three-fourths of a 
mile. 

On the .5:lth and 60th miles, there is a pretty good ridge of white pine, 
the other timber is pretty large also, being bouleau, spruce and fir, \vith 
some old cedar",. 

Between .~.:3 and 65 chains 011 the sixtieth mile the line crosses oyer the 
centre of an o\"al-shaped pond, the water in which is ,ery clear and ofa 
great depth, and I could ",'I' neither inlet nor outlet. From this pond the 
land rises towards the e~st ahout 100 feet in five chains, where it is le,el 
for about seven chains, wlwn it again descends, the fall being about 60 feet 
to. the 60th mile post. 

The 60th mile post IS on the side-hill, the po,~t being of tamarac 
and about 6 inches square. I also cut off a spruce tree, 6 feet high, and 
squared it as a post, and marked on it the distance. the number of the limit 
and the date. 

From the 60th mile-post I ran a meridian line as far as the ri,er OHa \Va, 
a length of eight miles. fifty and a half chains. All need be said of the land 
along this line (':tn lw said in a few words, that is: it is poor and barren 
for eight miles. l)I'in~' either rocky or swampy, and in ~T"at part o\-errnn 
by fires. The laq half mile next the Ottawa is, ho",eYer, pretty good land, 
and the tirnbt"r mostly poplar, tamarac and spruce, but not of a large size, 
being a growth of about ~o years, 

JJeridiall LiIiP/r,)/11 ;3.jlh 11111e-Post.-Frorn the';35111 mile-post I run a 
meridian line :,outh to lake ,rinnowaya, a length of 11 miles. tjH chains. 
The land is good all along the line, but more particubrly for the first fiye 
miles next tllt' La~l' line. Great part of the belt of land between Rodger's 
lake and thl' Ott;twa appears to be good land, and is pretty well timbered 
with tamarac, spruce, fir and poplar; there is also large bouleau and some 
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birch. At five and a quarter miles the line strikes a marshy hay in from the 
Ottawa, and at 6 miles 7 chains a bend of the river for over a quarter of 
a mile. 

At 6 miles 47 chains the line crosses a creek, one and a half chains 
wide, discharging out of a small lake or pond a little to the west. A quarter 
of a mile further on, the land rises from the marshy land, between the small 
lake last mentioned and the Ottawa river. Opposite to this there i~ a good 
grove of pine on the east side or left bank of the river. 

From the seventh mile to the tenth, or to the first range, the land is 
broken and rough, but the soil appears to be good. 

From the tenth mile to lake Winnowaya, the land is low and level and 
apparently good, bearing spruce, tamarac. poplar and fir. There is a pretty 
good grO\'e of pine along the Ottawa, on the west shore, a few miles up 
from lake Winnowaya. 

The best pine I haw seen appears to he on the south end of tlw 6th 
limit, in the second range, along the west side of Rodger's lak", and on 
the ridge on th0 second limit. 

The climate at the head of lake Temiscamingne is not much different 
from what it is at Quebec. The season may possibly be a iew days shorter 
but the snow·fall is not so great. It is hard to .iud~·I> by last spring ;1.-; it was 
a late, wet spring all through the province; I sa\'\" very fine wheat ~J'o\\'ing 
last summer along the Quinze river, and Mr Taggart has a farm he com
menced sowing last year on the west shore of the Quinz,~ lake. and I 
never saw finer potatoes or oats than he grew. 

The Burwash brothers have two farms, one on the south side of the 
Quinze river, and another, which, I understand, is on the Indian reserve; 
and one of them told me last spring they had sold for over two thousand 
dollars worth of hay and oats b2tween Mr. Grant's and ~Ir. Taggart's 
shanties. When I was on my way up to survey, they were gettiug up a 
mowing and a harvesting machine. 

From the time I arrived at where I discontinued last fall on tll!' 24th 
March up to the 14th April, the thermometer generally ran~',>d between 
five degrees above and ten below zero dnring the night, but the days were 
fino. On the 16th, 1 ith a!ld 18th April we experienced a warm wa,e which 
melted the snow all off in the swamps, and the men had to wade through 
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the water and thro\y off their snow-shoes; it was more like July than April 
weather. Preyious to that, we could only find water in the lakes and large 
creeks. Fortunately for us we had some cool weather and frosty nights for 
the remainder of the month, or we cou.ld not have finished, as it was imp08-
sihle to get up proyisions. We had to work on Sundays, and were several 
days with nothing but crumbs of wet biscuit and a small allowance of pork. 

On the ~7th April we reached \y here we had a store of provisions, 
when I preferred to return to the 35th mile-post to finish the meridian 
line from that point to lake Winnowaya. The ice having disappeared on 
the Ottawa, I procured a bark canoe at Fort \Vinnowaya and got started on 
the 3rd l\Iay, and worked up the Ottawa and arollnd by Rodger's river to 
the line. I then had to send some of my men up the Ottawa for baggage, 
which we were unable to take out with us ""hen our provisions were 
scarce. 

During tht' time I was o,'cupied in running the meridian from the 35th 
mile-post to lake ·Winnowaya \n had very unfavorable weatht'r, it having 
rained or sn()\ypd nearly every second day. I finished the line to the lake 
on the seyenteenth of :'.hy. and it was only the day before, on the sixteenth, 
that the i"8 disappeared from the lake. There was still a good deal of snow 
on the north sidt':; of hills and of soft wood lands. 

On the 18th I scaled part of the shore to connect the line with a survey 
I had previollsly made, to lay down the ~ntrant;e of the Ottawa to lake 
Winnowaya, (In th,' 19th we left Fort \Yinllowaya on our return home, 
and on the ~bt and ::!::!nd it snowed and froze so hard at night that we had 
to break the i,'e to pa:;:; through the shallow bays with our bark canoes. 
After that it turned fair and we had fine weather until we reached Mattawa 
on the first of June. 

In the course of the survey I took notes of the general configuration of 
the country, and collected what information I could, with the intention of 
reporting on the most feasible line for a railway, but pressure of business 
prevented my studying the matter as thoroughly as I had intended; so I 
shall, for the present, abstain from making any remarks on the subject. 

{.Tohn O'SUllivan, 1883.} 
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THE UPPER OT'fA W A. 

In accordance with instructions recei,red from your Department, dated 
10th August last, for the scaling of a portion of the Upper Ottawa from the 
mouth of the river Shu-shu-guan to P. L. ~. W,1gller's post at the end of the 
line hetween the countit's of Pontiac and Mont,;alm, and also of a portion 
of the tributaries coming from the North, - I be!!; to report as follows: 

Hayino' made all necessary preparations, I left Quelw.· on the 13th eo . 
September and arriwd at the head of lake Temiscamingue on the evelllng 
of the 20th. 

Here I procured canoes and men and pro"eed,_'d np the ri "t'r, arri Ylllg 
at lake ,Vaboosknan on the 4th October and began scaling a stream ('oming' 
in from the North, \vhich was supposed to be allot her channel of the Ottawa, 
running' out of the n~rth end of ,ridoria lake into lake ,Yab, Hy"kanan. 

The bed of this sirt'am was about the same 'ovidth as that of th .. 'JttaW3, 
but the water was shallow, with no .. nrrent, and after pro"eeding fi \-8 miles, 
I found t hat the bed of the stream narrowed to ll'sS than a half chain, wi th 
insufficient water to Hoat a canoe. The forest closing in on each side, also 
pwyed that the stream wa" an insignificant one and not worth following; 
up, I therefore abandoned it, and afterwards learnt that it did not flo,v out 
of Victoria lake, and had no connection with it. 

I then proceeded on to Kitchisagan or Victoria lake, arri,-ing there on 
the 7th and continued on to the mouth of the ~hushuguau (or frying pan) 
and there begau the sLaling of the Ottawa, which I carried ou to P. L. ~. "r a~!'Ilt:'r's post. 

After completing the scaling- of the Ottawa, I went down to the ri \rer 
Kapitajt:'wano, and scaled it for about twenty-five miles. This riYer average . ., 
about two chains in width; it is deep, with an easy uurrent. The banks 
are low and level throughout; the soil is excellent and the growth of 
timber is aspen, bouleau, spruce, fir and tamarac. 

I then went down to the river Shushuguan with the intention of 
scaling a portion of that river in order to ascertain if the soil was as good 
and fit for culture as I expected, but I had not gone far before cold weather 
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set in, and, the ice forming rapidly, I saw that it was necessary to close 
operations and hurry dO'wn in order to escape being closed in. 

From above lake Temiscamingue to Lac des Quinze is a succession of 
rapids and portag·es, the dread of .... oyageurs and still more so of the 
lumbermen on the" driye." 

From above lake Expanse to beyond lak(' Victoria, the river axerag-e!', 
about eight chains in width, the banks are low, and in many places grassy, 
the soil is good and the growth of timber is, along the banks, aspen, bou
leau, spruce, fir, tamarac and pine. 

The country is le\'el and no hills to be seen; how far the growth of 
timber and good land extend back from the river, I was not instructed to 
ascertain. 

Such crops as ha\-e been tried (principally potatoes) have proYed a 
success. At lake des Quinze and Victoria lake, large quantities are raised. 
I also found at north end of lake Wahooskanan a small field of them planted 
by an Indian, who was then ab ~ nt frOtH home. Again on the north bank 
of Birch lake, a quantity sufficient for their \yants was raised by Pawpawte, 
the chief who resides there. 

And again Hear the mouth of the river Kapitajewano, I found an Indian 
named Natawp, "yho had a considerable clearing and had raised good crops. 
He had some good cattle and had cut and stacked a large quantity of wild 
hay as fodder for the winter. 

I may remark before closing that, in view of the le\'el nature of the 
country, the large extent of good land, and the facilities for making good 
roads thereto, we may expect to see extenl'ive settlements formed there a:,. 
soon as the country becomes kno\vn. 

(John Bignell, Xovember, 1887). 

OTTER TAIL RIYER. 

According to your instructions, I should have commenced my work at 
the 110th mile post. This was uUerly impossible, as. after searching for 
two day:::, I succeeded in finding only the 105th mile post. where I com-
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menced my survey, as appears by my field notes and plan. My notes are 
not voluminous, for I tra,'ersed an immense burnt tract of level, arable land. 
consisting of clay and sand, very fertile and fit for culti vation, especially ill 
the projected townships of Gignes and Dnhamel. In these townships 
farming operations may be begun with very little preparation, as they nre 
nearly all bumt lands, except on the banks of the ri \"e1':'; and lakes; there 
are only a few stumps to be removed and the plough may then he used at 
once. A Mr. Piche, who liYes in ~he township of Gigncs, has a very fine 
farm, comprising over a hundred acres in cultivation; he ha:,; succeede(l 
very well, cYan gro,"ying his own wheat. From lake Temiscamingue, r 
continued the scaling of the principal riYer as far as its source. I then 
commenced operations on the Cameron branch, which I fonnd so consider
able that r followed it up, in accordance with my instructions, as far as 
lac des Quinze. On this branch a good causeway and two slides have 
been cOllstructed. Three large rafts of red pine were cut there some years 
ago by Messrs. Humphrey & Roche. From lake Sasseganega to the ri\"er 
des Quinze, the land is well wooded with \V hite and red pine. 

r am firmly convinced that, if it is desirablp to ayoid the rapids of tlw 
des Quinze, it will be easy and not expensiye to run timber down the 
Cameron branch, by means of a short canal; but for this another explora
tion of a few miles of this section would be necessary, in order that th,· 
most suitable pass might be chosen. 

(Arthur Gimon, ~4th October, ISH 1). 

TERRITORY OF RIVER:'; ROUGE, LIEVHE A:\TD PETITE-;'LI.TION. 

I haye the honor to submit the following report on exploration between 
the riYers Lievre and St. Maurice performE'd under instructions from your 
department, dated 4th June, 1869 : 

On the plan accompanying the in~tructions for the exploration, the main 
or base line is divided into sections numlwrill~' eastward from its com
mencement. These sections are shewn and similarly numbered on the pIau 
returned herewith. Tney afford a convenient di vision for the purpose of 
description and reference to said plan. East section, when mentioned in 
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lhi:- report, i~ to be understood to embrace all t he space Oll either side of the 
main or base line, within its distance on that line, and extend as far north 
W."1 and south ea~1 therefrom as the researches of the exploration ha"e 
gone, imli,'aled by the topographical features and descriptive notes on the 

piau, 

Besides the ground ill the "icinity oj' tIlt' actually surveyed lines, a good 
deal "I' l'OUlllry \'1'<\1'; lll'cessarily traversed in traxellillg to and from the 
imnwdi<lit' field or operation and in transporting and procuring relays of 
supply, The inlormation acquired or ideas formed respecting the character 
01 10laJiti('1" thn" l'~N'l'd throug'h will UlHLyoiJably lack the precision and 
,'Tlll ~I"y "l>t<lllled l,y the dos,:,r examination on lines of the surveys, but 

will not be without their yalue in helping' to make an approximate estimate 
of the ~'('neral "haradt'r of the ('onntr)" as regards fitness for settlement 
and LlI'ililll.',' of ~1('C":-:-; I 'y natural or artificial modes of communication, 

The valley or til<' .:\atioll rin'r, from ill" month to it...; extreme source, 
wa~ t!:mi t raY,_'r,,,,J twi,'" hy till' whole party 011 iirs! ~'oill~' to work; :-;UbSl" 
t]l1l11tly a ~,','olld lime by mpell, with a H,lay of provisions, thus giving a 
favorable opportunity (II ."ml'~lrillg' the dlaradt'r of tlte I"l'ttled portions of 
the "all,·y of that "tl'l'~lm with tit"".· IIIO!'.' j"'1Il01c> and as yet nnoccupied ; 
the ill1prt':-;siuI~ l',':"ultill!,!' i'rom sudl ,'olnpari,"oll l!t'in!,!' rather in fa"or of the 
lallt-r, a:-: to fertilit~- of :;oil and e,'enlle;.:" of snrfa.'e, 

;-'o'!io/l, ]-ElllbLIt'\;I'" the cuuntry alol1~ our Pl'<~j,·"tioll of the northern 
on t lille I d the towlIsh; p oi' Kiamika and a I, 'll~' t he lJa:;,~ line to t 11,-' intersection 
(Ii' ?,lr. Ll'Ut'l:~ 11;lli,~Yl'r,,\' lille from lal' Rond, of tl1<' :-\ominingue waters. 
It " (lllalili,·,l un th,! plan <II" lit for l"t'ttll'llH'llt" of a ~,'attered uatul'P, 
-,\IUll~ tll\' liul's ill tlll:- ",'dion ~01l1e lalllh \\"'j',' l'a",,,,~\l thr'Jlt~'h of excellent 

(Jlwlity 1'0r ~lgrjl'UIIUre, "oil :1 ridl dark loam, snrb"L' eVc'n enough 
tu ll\' ntltlyated wilh ~I plou!.!h: rua,b of the most desirable kind; large 
maple" lor this Jlur!heJ'Jl l'l'giulI, lIlanya \'ouple of feet in diameter; black 
or )",110\\' birl'lw:-, three fet'! through; au ol'L'asiullal ba:;swood of similar 
dim"ll.'iull::< and ~OlW~ hemloch: ; the t \YO latter \Yoods fnri,j"h a yaluable indi
,':Ilion oj' the, llllla!l' with re~p~d to the ripening of wheat. In cOllnection 
",jth thi:-. 1 would l1lt'lltion that I haye, in this sectioll, seen a few isolated 
hutternuts of large size and healthy growt It, The"e la::.t are a stillmore con-

JusiYl' eyidence of fitness ot climate for grain culture. 

The good land is usually 011 the hills, whilst the low grounds, besides 
'JCill;;;' yery swampy iu pIa.'rs, giYe generally a poor saudy subsoil under 



the surface moss. In this characteristic of rich soil on the highest hilk the 
country resembles some parts of the Rlstern TO\Yllships, The unfa"orahle 
features in this section are: 

First.-That there are no large conlll'ct,>d areas of the lwst land, 

The hills or ridges are low and the ascents awl desn'nb; 1"rom tlwm 
generally not. steep; but the alteruative of hill and hollow O(",'l1rs orten in 
a comparatively short distance; the hollow is as h"I,)]'" anel !!"l>ner:t!ly poor 
soil; the ascent and d.,'s:~l'nt, the change from low to high grounrl and 1"/0-

VerS(I, is often rocky even whl>.n not steep; when sh','p, it is im'ariably Si>. 
Thus there remains for the useful are~, of good land ~n"h plait'au or le,-,·l 
surface. or easy slope, as may be found about the summit of the SU('l';'.'';Sj,·, 
hills or ridges. 

The second unfavorable feature is that the interrnptions 01" s\\'ampy 
and rocky ground bet-ween the arable al"l'LlS, b,~sill.·" lH""'~~itatill~: a 
scattering' settlement, alld therehy making for a !.!·i\"i?llnnmlJ'~rofillhahitanb 
a greater required length of road, al:;o ell[aib a great!'r exp"llClitnre in 
buildlllg such road through these interruptions, wh,'l't, either rock" or 
stonps ha,'e to be remo\'ed or :o.;\\'amps fascined and drained oW 

I have spoken of the low gronnds as nry poor soil. I would not h~' thar 
be understood to say that they are without ex{,pption uspl,'s:,;, totall~' unfit 
for culture; no doubt, with proper drainage, some of the:o.;,' Rwamps could 
be profitably cultivated in connection with piecl''' of ;uljoinillg higher and 
more favorable ground. 

They would be less objectionable than the fE'.,huE' of rockilll'Ss and 
stoniness that is met with in some of the fine hard wooel C\TII""S in \\'hich 
the soil is good and strong', and produces a lwav), growth of largl' tn'es, 
but is yet so stony or full of boulders that ploughing' would he. out of the 
question. 

Still, notwithstanding' these drawbacks, I would eOl1sider "t'CtiOll one 
as formmg a part of the trad of habitable conntrr that extend" aloll~> thE' 
valley of the Nation river, thence northwe:-;twa;d ann!'" th,' Li(,ne.- and 
probably out to the Baskatong, and fit to be subdivided into to\\'llships ami 
farm lots for the reception of sdtlers. 

The ri\'er Kiamika, its larger tributary creeks, and the head wate}'..; of 
the Nation river afford abur..dant water power for mills and other fadori,':-; 
near almost any point thilt they may be required. I may particularize the 
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two falls below Big Bark lake, ri,er Ki"mika, as excellent mill sites, any of 
them being capable of driving half a dozen of the largest mills or factories 
at any season of the year. 

The ri \-er Kialllika, though of sufficient size, "ill n~wr, in any state of 
the settlement of the country, afford a mE'allS of transport; its course is too 
often interrupted by long shallow rapids of steep incline and therefoJ'e con
r~iderable fall. 

No pine fit for timber ,ns S"l'n elsewhere than in places where lum
berers had cut most of what ,,,as worth taking; eyen before they came, there 
must haw been but little timber in this section. 'Where it is not hard 
wood land, it is generally wooded with bpruce, balsam, tamarac and ash; 
the t<tmarac was not seen anywhere large enough for exportation, though of 
sufficient dimensions to be useful for local building purposes. 

As to the occurren"e of economic minerals in this section, I am not aware 
that our geologist, whose pro\' illce it is to report on them, succeeded in 
meeting any. None of my party saw any. 

Section II.-Includes the /jpace explored lying' between Mr. L"n,·r's 
iransYel'se line at ;-l'yenth mile of ha:-;e line and Mr. 'V agner's N. 'V. exploring 
line. 

It is qualified on the plan a:; fit for Sl'atten'U settlement. 

'V .. are in this s('ctjon still in the same kind of country as in the pl'c\-ious 
(11' Jir:<1 :<l'dion : all the remarks made on it apply directly to this section. 
'To dl':<"l'ilJl' its charadpr wonld he to repent the same words with the 
modification that in this section there is a slightly increasill~' preponderance 
.:d rocky ground compared with the forml'r section. This is particularly 
-the ('n~\' north west of the line of route from Little Bark lakc, riYcr Kiamika, 
ihrough Pike lake to lao· des Comes ........ . 

An important omissio!l was made in last !;p.elion, whell mcutioning 
that ])0 di~"oyery of economic minerals was maLle. Though I saw no beds 
of~t()Jl":-- that wonld he nry suitable for building', yet the fact tl13t the 
'-!,·ologi:-l found ill different plaCl'S b<inds of LTystalline limestone among the 
j,)'t·yniling gneiss, (lssnres to the future settlers a source from which to get 
at least a supply of that useful article, lime. The examination of the run of 
the rocks in this region will no doubt haye enabled the geologist to lay 
down the probable course of these useful bands and to predict with some 
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certainty the nearest direction in which they will be found from any point 
required. 

Section III.-Embraces the ground explored along the base line, and 
on each side thereof between Mr. Wagner's line and the transyerse line, 
twellty-third mile of the base line. 

In this section a very decided change has occurred in the character of 
the country, and an unfayorable one ill an agricultural point of view. It is 
described on the plan as having scattered small areas fit fur cultivation, 
('specially between base line and the river Rouge. The change of character 
does not, of course, follow our line of division of this from the previous 
section,nor is it any'" here so evident or well defined that we can say precisely 
where the change from better to worse occurs. 

A line due east from the lac des Cornes to the river Rouge would, in 
my opinion, form a fair a\-erage line, north east of which, I am afraid that 
no part of the Gountry traversed b~· us will be found fit for agricultural 
occupation, as understood in the presE'nt day. 

This opinion is based on the knowledge acquired by sl",jng the country, 
110t only in the yicinity of 0111' sun-eyed lines, but at many other points, 
where the nec",ssities of the sun-eys obliged us to pass. 

Besides a change to greater ronghness of surface, inferior ~andy soil and 
corresponding' poorer growth of woods, both as to size aud kiud, there is 
the fact of a generallY~Teater l,ll'\-atiou of t Ill' country. Tl1is change of 
leyel produces the Lon~' Rapids on the ri ver l\"mge. It is also particularl y 
conspicuous in the high lands north east of lakd Kiamika: th'~nce trending 
round the Kiamika nllf'Y aho\'e that lake; aud also iu th,~ high ridges 
running north and north \nst round the north east shore of h· Brule. 

'Vhether it be owing to a difference of climate attendant on greater 
elevation or to poorer soil, it is still a significant fact that north east of lake 
Kiamika the hemlock ceases to be found. 

The imaginary diyisional line aboye men tioned d \11' ('tlst from lac des 
Comes and crossing to the Long Rapids on ri yer Rou~'" would lea \'e 
included, in the area fit for scattered settlements, nearly all of section three, 
on the south east side of the base line. In this section a small area occurs 
between the base line and the south west end of lac Brule, containing pine 
fit for timber or saw logs of good quality. The quantity, however, is small, 
and is included in the space defined opposite the twenty-first and twenty
second miles of the base line. 
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Sel'tiolls IV ,~- T':-Will properly be described together, as they are 
precisely similar in character and are unfit for any settlements. 

In these sections, the soft woods predominate; occasional patches contain 
good sized yellow birch, say eighteen inches diameter, and even among 
these an exceptional maple; but spruc"" white birch, balsam and poplar 
are the pre,"ailing woods. 

"Where a small area of the hardwood mentioned does occur, it is 
invariably rocky :Illd full of boulders. In this part of the country rarely 
did the picket man plant his rod without encountering at the first blow a 
stone, and not a small one. 

The surface of tIlt' country is exceedingly une,'en; hills that rise to no 
great height, but following each other like the wan's of the sea" In travelling 
through it, one is either in the mossy spruce swamp of the hollow or Olll 
the steep incline of the hill face; the leyel surface on the top of the ridg~s 
being but smalL However, ,,-hen any of the hard wood ~To\Yth indicating 
a little stronger soil O"I'm", it is on the snmmits of these ridges. 

In section five, after crossing the Stone House tributary of the Rouge, 
called l)y lumberers, who explored here, Cameron's IT"I'k, the country 
chang-",.; a little in the greater prenJence of mossy open swamps o\'er 
heights of hills, and even poorer soil and growth, the former being princi
pally a whitish sand, and the latter small balsam, white birch and spruce. 

The examination of "eetion five ,,'"as not pushed far from the main line 
on the south l'a~t side, because, in the first place, the main river Rouge 
ran through it and had been reported on by different GO\Ternment 
explort'rs, and, next, on account of the known worthlessness for agriculture 
of the upper part of that stream. a charader that our obselTations when 
ira,elling up and down it fully yerified. 

We did not observe any pine near our lines in either section four or 
llTe, but in striking out to the main river LieHe from lake Brule, by the 
waters of Iroqnoi,; creek, I saw fine ;\TO\"eS on that stream that would 
"warrant lumbering operations there. 

Serliuil VI.-The last shewn on the plan and terminating where our 
work was closed this season, at fifty-third mile post of the main line. 

This section is like the two preceding totally uufit for settlement. In 
charal'il'r, it is a continuation of the latt.er portion of section number fh'e 
just described; and, for same reasons mentioned in that section, the explo-
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ration of the lines was limited. In fact, the character of the country would 
not have warranted the survey of a transverse line, but knowing that. for 
the purpose of future mapping, it would furnish a valuable tie between the 
head of the river Rouge and the main and most easterly branch of the river 
Lievre, I considered it advisable to scale it from the one ~t<"1"OSS the hasl~ 
line to the other, thus connecting' them both with that line and wi th each 

other. 

I had hoped that, before reaching the north east limit of this section, 
we would strike the white pint~ ti:ub"r country said to exist about tIlt' 
head waters of the Matawin or Milieu river, and those of the ri \"er Manouan, 
but of this we saw no sign. Large open swamps, intersected by rocky ridg:ei-i 
with small white birch and poplar woods, are the preyailing features on 
the north west side of the base line. 

On the south east of the main line, the banks of the l~'H1ge are rough 
and hilly, a poor sandy soil, wooded with the same small gTowth of whitt> 
birch and balsam, poplar and spruce. 

In concludillg the description of the country along the irwin line of 
exploration, I would obsen"e that it is unfavorable for the coni-\truction of 
roads or railroads that might at some future day be planned to connect 
localities between which it inter.-enes. This is particularly the case \\"ith 
respect to railroads. 

The hills are not high, but their steepne"ss and frequency would in voh"e 
nearly continuous heavy cuttings and emhankments to keep up anythill~'like 
reasonable grades. For common roads, this unevenness or roughllt~i-\s of the 
ground is, of course, a. much less obstacle, as steeplll'SS of grade is in their 
case to a great extent admissible. 

Game and fish, the latter especially, are often important to the first 
settlers in remote regions. I may therefore mention that the country we 
traversed is as well supplied ",ith this as most other portions of the northern 
Ottawa country. 

The fur-bearing animals are pretty well decimated, deer, that is, moose, 
caribou, and the Virginian or chevreuil are moderatdy abundant. Of flsh, 
the lakes and streams seem to possess a bountiful supply, consistill~' for the 
most part of the finest kind of trout, pickerel or dore and the pike families. 

The hunting grounds seem to be occupied principally by a few of the 
Two Moun tains Indians. 



I shall proceed with remarks un the country generally in the yalley of 
the rivers Liene, Nation and Rouge. 

The river Nation may be considered as lying along the centre of a trad 
of habitabl.. country that extends back from the ri,'er Ottawa in a 
1l0rthwesterlydirection, with certain interruptions, as Ell', I am ied to balieYe, 
as the Baskatong, and embraced hatween the ri,'ers Lievre and Rouge, until 
t hey turn away in a northerly and northeasterly direction. The head of 
the Nation seemed to me almost a better country for agricultural purposes 
than the already settled part about its month. In like manner, the shores 
of the Liene appeared rougher and more barren for about fifty miles of its 
lower course than for the succeeding' sixty or se,'enty above that; on the 
contrary, the lower yalley of the river Rouge is the most favorable portion 
of its basin. These lads would agree in pointing out a band of good 
"nUlllry extending as mentioned north WI'st \Yard from the Ottawa at the 
months of tlw rivf'rs Nation and Rong·e. The direction of our main explo
ratory line north east was a('I'OS~ the smaller dimension of this tract and 
soon took ns lwhind it. 

Thongh speaking of this as good land for colonization, 1 ,,'ould'not be 
understood to comparf' it with the level and fertile plains along the St. 
Lawrence, in the proyiu('e ofQnebec, or of thE' \yestl~l'llpeninsulaofOntario, 
but my knowledge of all the north side of the yalley of the Ottawa west of 
or ahout thi", acqnired by years spent in traversing it in all directions, 
.'Ilahl",,: me to i;ay that the traet of countr~' ~101Y referred to is the best 
'wild land that :-;till remains for colonization on the north i;ide of the Ottawa 
abO\'l' Grellville. 

t'ollltllunication thl'Oug-h it will be bl':-;t "jft'l,t .. d by coutiuning the 
ruad np tlw yalley of the Nation ri '·,~r. r tgi \'1'6 till' shortest aeeess to steam
boat ll:lyig-atioll ; the road from the Ottawa to Papineauville, thence through 
"t. Andre G'Ayelin, is one of the best eoulltr)' roads on the Ottawa. It is 
already made uearly to lac ~imoll or Barriere; the gravelly and open nature 
of the soil along- this road is particularly fa ,'orable to it,,: being a great or 
leading road of ,'ntr~- into a bad, country, a" till' miny seasons ha,'e not 
nearly so bad nn efkd ill cutting it up as the~' haye 0'1 more clayey roads. 
This road would h.. wisely continued by taking it across to the west side 
nj the Nation, and keeping back a f;'\y miles from the shores of lake Simon, 
proceeding north-westward through the township of Kiamika and near its 
north-east eorner, thence on ward to cross the riYer Lievre near Messrs. Mc
Laren & Co·s. mountain farm. 



443 

Branches from it could be made to give access to the good lands around 
the Nominingue lake and upon sections one and two of our exploration. 

A colonization road up the ri,Ter Rouge would also, doubtless, help to 

establish there a settlement. 

The ground along the lower course of the river Licne is so rough and 
unfayorable for roads that the settlers of its uppr.r yalll'Ys will ha\Te 
to go in by the roads of the ri,-er Natioll 011 the olle side' and those of the 
Gatineau on the other. 

(Lindsay R/l.~sell, 15th January. 1:370.) 

UPPER LIEVRE. 

In ob~dience to instrnction~ for the SUl'\Tey of part of the Ri,"ier,>·du· 
Liene, extending from the N. \'T. corner of the township ut" l'~lmphell to 
the Forks and thence up its three main branches to their SO~H"es, &c., I beg 
to report as follovYS : 

Being unable to find the post at the N. ,Yo angle of this township. or 
any yestige of the line. in consequence of the extensive lumbering' op2rations 
and windfalls which hay\:, taken pJa.·e sinr:e the post was planted (in 181Ii), 
I took for my point of departure and commenced oper~ltiol1s at a ,"cry pro
minent mark, cal'led the '. Chc,-al Blanc" which is a hn~',' gT"y boulder 
Hcar the middle of the ri\Tcr. some short distanl'" below \\"h~j'(~ the PO'3t 
bhould h<1\'c been found. 'VI' scaled upwards, marking' mil" trl'('S as \\'c~ 

progressed and arrived at the Forks in canot's on the ~1st l\o\"'1ll1wr, h:wing' 
ellcountered ice all the way, portng'ing over it when'Yl']' it was stopped. 
From" Chevall3lanc " to the Forks the land in the lIeighbourhood of the 
ri\'cr is le,Tel and the soil good, several farms are m'lt with where grain and 
fodder are raised for the lumbering establishment::.;. The banks of the rin'r 
arc low and the current pretty strong, broken by an occ'asional rapid. The 
growth of timber is spruce, fir, birch, pine, elm, cedar und ash. 

From the Forks, after taking an observation for latitude and a~:w,~r
taining the variation, I ran a line due south-east to ir.h'l'C'I',·j the exploratory 
line between rivers du Lievre and St. Maurice, and falling upon it hetween 
the 3~nd and 33rd mile posts as detailed in my field notes. Tilis line 
passes over a rough, broken and mountainous countr:;-, where are found 
many small lakes and streams; the land is poor and in many places rocky; 
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the growth is fir, SP1'L1C't', birch, boult'au, cedar, maple, tamarac and pine, 
the last being abundant in the neighbourhood of the Forks for the first twO 
and three miles. but diminishes in quantity to the twelfth mile, beyond 
,,,hich no more is :-;em. About the middle of the eighth mile, the line iuter
fo'ects a wint!'r road "'hiC'h had just been opened hetween Tapanee Farm 
and the lumb,'ring .~amps sitn:ltpd from 14 to ~:2 miles abo\-e the Forks on 
the ea:-;t branch. The disbw'.' from th'3 Forks to the exploratory line is 
twenty-one miles. and mile posts are planted thronghout, numbered from 
the Forks. 

Haying ,'nm pleted this line, ,','e returned to the Forks and. scaled the 
eaRt branch on the i"e to thl' outlet of lake X emicachingue, thence we 
continued the s"aling by a small riYer and chain of lakes across to the ,,'est 
branch. which we also scaled from the Forks to its source together also with 
the north west O'I"'ondalT branch which flowR into the east branch :2.~ miles 
above the Forks. All 1lw,~p branches are rapid and pas:-; through many lakes, 
some of them of considerabl,~ extent. The aspect of the country is the same 
throughout, yiz : hilly, and in many places mountainous and rocky, the soil 
i:-; poor and the growth is fir. spruce, cypress. bouleau, aspen, tamarac and 
pine. The last is abulldan t at the Forks and for ~;j miles above, along the 
east branch; b"yond that it dirninishps in quantity very rapidly and the 
quality is yery inferior. Along the ,"est hranch it is also plentiful ill some 
places and is found in gradually diminishing quantities a~ far as the head 
of lake r.1t:jomangoos ; beyond that no more is seen. 

From the head of the west branch, \'\C' chained across to the east branch 
of the rin'r Gatinean, scaling the large lake lying at tIll' head thereof named 
)Ienjobagoos. Tht·nce we chaine<l across the head of Ribbon river. scaling it 
from its source to its conftuellc'c with th., r:yer r.Iatawill, near the St. Man
ric('. where WI' dosed our operations. All this portion of the territory is 
rough, hilly or mountainous, the soil is poor, beill!!,' sandy near the ri,ers 
and lakes and g,'nerally rocky on the hills. There is a good deal of brule 
around lake :JIenjobagoos and along Ribbon riYer, and, where not burnt, lhe 
growth i:-; fir, spruce, bouleau, cypress, aspen and tamara.'. 

Having closed our operations, we made onr ,yay to the Hudson Bay 
Post, at ,\Veymontachingue, and the next day ,ye tran~llpll down the ri,-er 
St. Maurice towards La Tuqllt'. where we \yere detained one (by. 

(Jolin Bignell, 22nd August, 187.t,) 
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BEAR RIYER. 

I have the honor to submit the following !'?"eneral r"port of my survey 
of Dear river and its principal tributaril~s : 

Bear river is one of the chief tributaries of ilw nver du Liene and a 
riYer of importance, as far as the lumber bUsilll's." is '·Oll,;t!rI!l:'l. It is not 
known as Bear river, but as Deaf ri\'er (riviere du Sourd) .....• , but, as my 
instructions call it Bear river, I will retain it by that name ...... Bear lake 
might almost be termed the ht'ad of the river. It is a beautiful lake of good 
size, with numerous bays, points and islands. Two large creeks are shewn 
as trihutarie& to the lake, viz: Cameron and Kavanagh creeks. The former 
is the main or principal creek. In descending the rinor from the lake, the 
first tributary met with is Boulean creek. It i . ..; of size ,.,ufficiellt to lloat 
saw logs, for a distance of four miles from its llIuuth. Descending, the 
llext is KClinedy (Tel,k, which i:-; the largest tribatary of Bear rin~L At two 
;nd one halt' miles, or thereabout;,. it branche . ..; (lli'. The hrandw.-; are 
It'llgthy and han~ both been drin~n by tl1<' lumbermen. Th"n"e des:end
ill~' the ri\-er, we meet with the \Yaters of the Benjamin ITel·k, which I 
found of a fair size alld nayigable for timb"r the distance I have :-;I·akd. 
Continuing dowll the ri\-er, a few chutes, rapids, &"., are pa..;serl, \\'hen WI' 
Teach the rinr du Liene. Bear riYer is a s\\-ift-runnill!.!· stream, -with 
many small chutes, rapids, &c_ Its power i" simply imml'll:-;t~. 

The country drained 1)), this ri\-er is hy no Illl':lll."; rough or moun
tainous. "'lIJallmountuins surround B<3ur lake, bllt (hI' t'UUlltlY ill g:"ll<~ral 
is undulating. The lake contains :,;r,llW heautiful I:-;land:; and th,~ :;I'('llery 
surrounding it is yery lwautifnl. Tlwl'l' are a f,~w small ill land lakes. The 
bal1ks of the streams ayprag'e from six to eight feet in hl'iQ·ht. 

TUIHER.-\V ere the ntlue of the pine that has h,','n Hoated do\\'n this 
strt'am compnted, it ,,'ould amount to millions of dollars; there is also a 
large quantity still standing. Sprnc,~ and tamaraG al'l~ plentiful and there 
is also a good deal of hard wood and a large q uan ti ty of balsam. 

~"IL.-The soill'onsists oflight clay sandy and gra\-elly loams. Sur
)'ollllding the lakes and un Beaulieu and Kennedy creeks, the soil is of a 
very f<lir quality, but, on Benjamin creek, it i:; sandy and not of a nature to 
encourage settlement. 

FI~1I AND G.DIE_--Fish, snch as trout, pike, ha,,:-;, &c., are plentiful ill 
Bear lake, but not so much so in the streams, owing to the swift current 
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and few pools. The scarcity of fish in the streams may also be attributed 
to the extensi\'e lumbering operations which are being carried on. 

I O'~"v \"ery little game thronghout the "'hole of my surYey. 

(G.-E. JldJudill, 14th Noyember, lRRi.) 

RIVER ROt'( a:. 

On arriving' at the place of beginning, I took a meridian at the earliest 
opportnnity and proc,'cdetl to the verification of the rear line of Clyde and 
the west line of C-hanu.ison, all which will h ~ fonael fully detailwl in the 
field book. 

The tribuLni,'s on the east side are the Three Branch river; two 
considerable creeks entering just below the great rapids; Island creek, at 
fort y six miles and Olll' half, Knoll creek. at jifty-six miles and three q nar
tel's, anu the last but not the least, the Two Branch ri \"'1', at forty-seven 
miles and thirty-fiye ,·hains. 

On the west are the great Nominingue and Pike neeks, the little Nomin· 
iugne, t,yO lal"~'" <Tl~eks below the great rapids; Soft creek, a little abo,!' the 
sixtieth mile, and lastly, the :'lrone HOllse .. reck. where I quitted the survey 
for this season. 

Although ~ll these streams were explored a short uistance up, the 
ouly one snn-eyed W;lS a portion of the 1'hI"C" Branch rin)r, thlt bra.nch of 
it call the :'Io,;lzi which was surveyed up to Dctli;am tlke, a distance of 
nint' miles, whil'h di\"ides the Three Branch ri\'er, at about one mile and a 
hair, into thre ,'strectllu;,,:alled respecti \"t~l y the :\Ioc,tzi, the Cold creek. and the 
'Warm crcc'k ; the first is "oasidered the larg,.~t, it has sel',)rallakes on it; 
the second, Cold cr'~l!k. has no lakes, and the third is largely supplied by 
lakes, but it i; not so 10llg as either of the other two, which will extend 
into the interior at le,1st thir ty miles in length. I h'we learned from the 
Indians that i( is the Two Branch river which COllnects with the ~1atawill 

branch of the St. ::'Iaurice. 

The streams which are of sufficient sihl' ancllength to req nire snrveyill~ 
are th,~ Three Branch ri \'er, Island creek, Knoll creek and Two Branch 
river on the e,1st; and the Dig ~olUiningne and Pike creek,;, the two creeks 
below the ~T'c'at rapids, Soft creek and the Stone House \'l',"ck Oll the WI~~t; 
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with about thirty miles more of the main river; I quitted within three miles 
of Rouge lake, the only oue on the main river. 

The rapids of this river are rather formidable for canoes during' high 
water to run them, but from the Long Rapids the stream (the rapids and 
chutes) present no difficulty to the deRcent of timber either in sa",' logs or 
square timber, except in the lower part through the towllship of Ct-rellyille. 
This river opens early, so that any timber laid on the main rin~l' ('ould g'" 
down in good time to market. 

The banks are high and bluff·like, coarse and sandy, no stones appearillg' 
except at the rapids. From the rear of Clyde the mountainous aspc(·t of 
the country on the Rouge disappears as we go northward. I have e8timated 
the l'ise of the river from the commencement of the survey at Clyde to it." 
close at the mouth of the Stone House creek from a few "U1'801'Y len>l." 
taken, which are as follows : 

1. Iroquois Chute at.... ..... 6 miles 6 chains long ......... ;30 feet. 
2. Pine Rapids...... .......... £I} " 4 ,. " 4 " 
3. Chute of the T"lNo Sisters 12 " 2" " 1-1 
4. Chute Split Rock ......... 1~.1; " 3 111 
5. Long Rapids the less .... 13 l};j ;')() 

6. A small !'apid..... ........ 18 ~, 8 " .J 

7. Slippery Rock. ............ 18t ;) :-, 

8. Lantier's Rapids ........... 30 " 55 " ;30 " 
9. Long Rapids the great ... 44 ehs. 56 links 112 1 " 8-10 " 

10. Trout Rapid ................ 130 DO " :JO " 
11. Caribou Rapid ............. 68 m. 70 chs. 10 " " HI 

1" Distance of smooth but 
swift water ........... . 

l~L)!' 1 } 
at 8 fed perm. ( 

4187 , 

10:2."1 

418 

5546 l-Wj 

1i9 m. :26 chs. 

13. Three miles' work with considerable rapids to Rouge Lake ... ;"i4 

1500 
From the Ottawa to Ulyde is a distance and rise equal to the 

past sum ............................................................. . 1500 

From the Ottawa to Rouge lake ................. ' ................. .. :1000 
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The tjmb\~r (pine) has been \'ery abundant on the banks of this river 
from the rear line of Clyde to the foot of Great Rapids, then it diminishes in 
size and quality until there are but a few trees of white pine to be seen 
towards the head of the rapids and the plains above them, but, on reaching 
Rouge lake, there is some quantity of pine to be found. Of course, I can only 
speak of what I saw; it was but small the extent of ground I saw com
pared with \yhat I did not see. 

The Three Branch riwl', the t\\'t! Nominillgl1es and Pike creek are good 
whit" pine "t\'·'am~. Tl1<'\'e is no other timber, eXcdpt the white pine, of 
much value. The spruee abo\'e Clyde is generally small, but there are great 
quantities of Ial'~\' spnh"', ill the townships of Arundel, Montcalm, Desala
berry, Ponsonby, :")uffolk and Amherst, of commercial value. 

The soil i" g'enerally light alluvial sand along' the banks of the river and 
Inwk about hall' a mile 011 each side. The only clay we saw was a small spot 
about the middle farm at about the twenty-first mile. The soil on the hills, 
""p.,.jally on the Wt'"t :-;id,· of the river, is a light, clear, warm bam with a 
II 'Ild. '!lI'Y to sa 1ll1i nes~, The land 011 the ('.1St side of the ri vel' is more broken 
with l'()I'!;:Y ]'id~'"s alld sandy marshes tpan tlh~ weoit side is. The west side 
from tIlt' pL\t~I' 01' l)l':2.illnin~ thl' :';l1rvey to. the foot of the Great Rlpids, a 
distalll'" of t wen ty-six mi \I,s of northin~' and a width of fi \-e mi les, is a good 
country for sl'ltlnnent ; and I h~el great pleasure in recommending it to the 
Go\'ernment as a fit ph',~ for settlement at the earliest moment that roads 
can 1w opened inio it. 

There C<llllwt ill' a better route desired for a road than there is to be 
found ,dl)ll:.,( th,' ri \"er H,ong-e, from the rear line of Clyde to the Great Rapids; 
.~ither :-;id., i,; ,'li~'ibl.', but th,~ w('~t is the best; there i~ a winter road 
for t.'ams ,Hul a :-;nmmer road to drive cattle all from the end of the Go\'ern
ment road in Arundel to the Great Rapids, passill~' along at some distance 
east of the l'iY"r to ~I·"" .. q'" Harnilton Brothers' lower farm, thence it passes 
along on the west bank of the ri ,'er for at least twenty miles to the middle 
brm where the road I'fosses and thence along the east side until it terminates 
at the foot of Great Rapids. 

This is one route by which the settling lands along the Rouge can be 
reached, but there is another equally good, if not better, which would start 
from the termination of the Goyernment road in the township of SuI folk by 
way of the Petite Houge branch of the Nation river, then to Maskinonge lake, 
where part of the tract of land I have just described would be reached at 
once. 
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White pine is to be found in the valleys along tht\ creeks around 
the lakes and swamps on the west side of the rh'er. The hard wood which 
largely prevails in the settling paTt is in general small, being poplar, birch, 
the bouleau of the voyageurs, with considerable tracts of hard maple. 

The rocks in the upper part of the Rouge are those which geologists 
denominate metamorphic rocks, being partly stratiJied and partly unstrati
fied, commonly called syenitic gneiss rocks. 

To the knowledge I had previously possessed, I added a few more facts 
during this expedition respeding the growth and age of pine as well as the 
causes of decay which will be deferred until anothe: oecasion, as the 
information elicited by the sixteen questions embodied in my instructions 
pertaining to this and other commercial woods will require a separate 
paper to treat of those questions properly. 

The probable area of pine timber lands on the Rouge abon' the line of 
Clyde still vacant, I have estimated as follows: forty-five milt·:> of northing 
already done, and I think there is at least a northing of fifteen miles more, 
which will make sixty miles, and I have ascertained that thl're is a width of 
about ten miles on each side of the Rouge, then sixty miles by twenty 
will give twelve hundred square miles, thus giving an area sufficient to 
make twenty-five large limits of fifty square miles each. 

(Dullcan Sinclair, 20th ?lIay, 1864.) 

I beg leave to present my report upon the completion of the survey of 
the river Rouge, in the county of Ottawa, with some of its chief tributaries 
and a part of the river du Milieu, a branch of the Matawin, a tributary of 
the river St. -Maurice, performed under instructions from the Commis
sioner of Crown Lands, dated at Quebec, on the seYellteenth February, 
1864, and also supplementary instructions dated at Ottawa, the twenty
seventh December, 186&. 

The work done in conformity to those instmctions was done in three 
campaigns or trips; the first in the spring of 18C4; the second in the 
winter of 1864 and 1865; the third and last in the winter of 1866. 

The main Rouge has been surveyed from the rear line of Clyde to its 
principal source; and its tributaries which have been surveyed are the 

2[) 
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Three Branch, Lantier's creek and Two Branch river on the east, and the 
Nominingue creek and its lakes and Sougu creek, which is only- another 
name for the upper part of the Nominingue; on the west the measured 
distance of each stream is as follows : 

The main Rouge, ]st, 115m-2nd, 3Sm= ..................... ]53 
The Three Branch ri \"'"er ......................................... ]29 
Two Branch rinr ]7t, Lantierls creek 6 ....................... 23t 
N ominingue creek ................................................. 76t 
Riviere du Milieu................. ...... ... ...... ..... ............ 6St 

Total survey ................................ 4501 miles. 

,sozl.-The soil is generally light and sandy, but there is a large extent on 
the west side of the Rouge extending from the rear line of Clyde to the fort-y
fifth mile at the foot of the Long Rapids, that is sufficiently fertile to pro
duce good crops for a few years after it is cleared. The good land, which is 
on the east side of the river, is in such small and detached pieces that it is 
not a very Imitable place for settlements at the present time. 

From the foot of the Long Rapids on the forty-fifth mile of the survey, 
the land is rough and rocky and the soil light and sandy, and this is the 
character of 1he country to the sources of the Rouge, only that it becomes 
more swampy near the watershed. There is, however, a very nice parcel of 
land around the last lake of Two Branch river as well as around the first 
lake of the Matawin, nicely timbered with maple, birch and some balsam 
and spruce. 

From Matawin lake down to the Riviere du Milieu, the soil is a 
rough gritty sHnd near the shore, but I have no doubt that the hardwood 
hills which ",Yere in sight all the way doV\n, Wele they explored, would 
show better soil than that along the margin of the stream. 

Timber.-From the rear of Clyde to the foot of Long Rapids at the forty
fifth mile aforesaid, the Rouge is well timbered with white pine of a fair 
average size although somewhat faulty; but it does not extend far back 
from the river, scarcely a perpendicular depth of fiye miles, more especially 
on the east side. It is not to be found in paying quantities on the streams 
or branches of Three Branch river, beyond the thirteenth or fourteenth mile 
of the survey of those streams, viz: the Macaza, Cold creek and Warm creek; 
but pine is to be found in scattering quantities along the hill sides of the 
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Sougu to its source on the west of the Rouge, and I have reason to believe 
that it is the same on Pike creek and the little Nominingue. 

The land on the head streams of the Rouge is chiefly timbered with 
bouleau, spruce and balsam, all small. And it is nearly the same description 
of woods that is to be found on the Riviere dn Milieu down to the twen
tieth mile, and there we met with another large branch of the Slme river, 
at which place we found ourselves introduced to a new kind of timber, viz: 
cypress or pitch pine, which is to be found thickly studded along both 
banks of the river down to Long lake, where we met with rather a small 
growth of red and white pine,-I mean, small for merchantable purposes. 

From the head of Long lake at the twenty-sixth mile of the survey to 
the thirty-fifth mile, there is a good deal of white pine near the shore, but 
as the hills rises a little back from the water edge, hard wood begins to 
predominate which consists chiefly of birch and poplar. 

The remainder of the Riviere du Milieu as far as our sunTey went is 
timbered with whitA pine of a small size and cypress, but every tree has 
been burned so that scarcely a green tree is left in sight of the ri\Ter down 
to the Forks below lake des Pins. 

(Duncan Sinclair, 8th ::Ylay, 1866.) 

RIVER DU DIABLE. 

I have the honor to submit the following general report of the survey 
of part of the De,il's river and its t.ributaries, commencing in the county 
of Terrebonne, at the second range of Grandison, and extendin; through 
the township of Wolfe, thence to its source in the county of Mont'~alm. 

The name of this river appears to have been well chosen, judging 
from the numerous falls, chutes, rapids, whirlpools, eddies, &c., which were 
encountered during the performance of the perilous and difficult task of 
surveyin!!," one of the roughest of rivers. From the source th(~ waters go 
through a succession of turbulent commotions, at places makillg cl.eafening 
noises, so that no other earthly sound can be heard, then calm. circuituous 
running portions followed by waters rushing at race-horse spe,'d, thence 
passing through lakes, thus it continnes winding its way between the bases 
of Trembling and Blue mountains, thence passing the Tuque, a perfect 



pinnacle, it continues its course around the shadows of that mY8terious 
Trembling mountain, where, being joined by the Boule river, it becomes a 
:;:iwl' of importance. Boule ri\Ter is also rough and wild, and the force of 
"hes" two ri\Ters comhined might he reckoned by millions of horse power. 

FEA'fI'HE:,.-Generally ne:lj" tllt' source of riYers the country is found 
l,'nl and rolling. so it is with the rinr du Diable and its tributaries; first 
len>l and a,; you dl'''''''IH1 hills rj"., and mountains loom and the country 
',,'I'omes !"Ililing and hilly, hut the features of the country are certainly not 
unfavorll hIe for ~0ttlement. Inland lakes a]'l' few and insignificant. 

~I ,11,.-TheIe is no heayy soil to be ".'en along this river; it is either of 
a light d~ly loam, or of a light yellow and grayelly loam. and although an 
111spection ~'inl' the impression that it is not of a quality to warrant settle
ment, "till there appears to be quite a number of settlers who are anxionsly 
a,\yaiting the tLt)" when this l'olln1ry will be sun'eyed and thrown open for 
.-,dt1emenL and I ha\"!' not tIll' l,'as! doubt that, should their d<lsire be 
111lilled, in a n'r)" short time therl~ wou1(1 be equally as flourishing settle

JIlpnts ;t,,; ;-;t. Jnl·ite, which I \Yell l't'lllember "I'\'en y"ars ago was as silent 
3,,; the i'orest. \rlterl' in (\lllluLt IllITe there been such stI'ides made? No 
))hc" in th., !2TI'at Xorth-"'.,,,t with all its reput.',l wealth has mad,' greater 

,i,l!2'l'e"s. I I'IJUnd a tnwn \"ith duudtt's, S(OJ"''', hotels, saw, grist and 
'\'I,olen mill ". tradesmen of "\'t-ry naft" and alrl'ady preparations were going 
;Ill to ereel a 81;":;,01111 n"II' parish church. There is abn a complete system 
.)1' ""att'r \york . ..:, auu I',"pry family is snpplied with good \Yater for the snm 
,1' frlJm 8-1 to 81i per :Y'-ar, and all thi,; change within seven year,;. 

TIH'l'l' i" a1"" a Jl"\lrishin~' ,"illa~'t' ahout "lX miles ":l~tward klltWn as 
;:':1. Faustin, whi..Jl j..: :Ibn prospt'H>n..:, Both of thes,' 1.owns lie \yithin a 
)·,di 11" of four or Ii \TP mill'" uf an unsu l'\',"y"d coun t ry. The people are 
in!..Jlig'Pllt, temperate aud industrions. ;-\\1I·h is the t'l:t~:< of settlers, I find 
) "pnlatillg" our nortlll'l'll country and asking for me,re land to st'ttle ou. 

TI.'I1BEr:.-l~nlike most of our streams, the riverdu Diable canllot boast 
,.t her pinp tn'I's, and. although a well-timbered stream. it lacks the pine 
',imber, but almost e"ery other timber snch as met with in Canadian forests 
11l:1y" he founel in plenty, of a fair size and of good qualit y. Fine hard wood 
~.l·'WS are frequently seen, comprising' yellow biJ"t'h and ha:<slyood of uncom· 
moll size. ::\.'ar the source the timber is small, hut only a short distance 
hom the rinr a larger growth is found. I noticed that the lumbering opera
:j'JIls had extended up the riYer to the first lake; above that there is no 
pine of any acconnt. 
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----~-------- ----~--=-

FISH AND GAME.-To those who are in search of sport. I can ..;:lfely say 
that the country on the ri\'er du Diable is a veritabll' hunt(';'" paradise. 
where the forest teems with game, and trout, bass, pike, perch, pi"kerel, &e., 
fill the riYers and lakes with moYing thing's. Their only E'lll'my is the 
otter, which is often more destructiye to the finny tribe than the seine, 
spear, &c. Different kinds of game, such as the moose-deer, 1'8ribou and red 
deer are plentiful, and roam free and undisturbed in these qniet forests. 
They are actually so tame that they know not the fear of man, and can be ap
proached easily to within a few yard~. Small feathered game is not pll'ntilul. 
Of fur-bearing animals, the bear, otter and mink are numerous. Bea,cer i~ 
almost extinct. The abundance of game on this ri\'er is due to the absellc{, 
of the lumberman, the sound of who!'e axe has neyer been heard in those 
parts. The.Indians, I am sorry to ~ay, are now almost totally extinct on 
the Rouge and its tributaries; the country has thus retained it" primiti,-\" 
character. 

(G.-E. Jldllf(tin, 13th .July, 1881.) 



DISTRICT OF ST. MAURICE. 

TERl~ITORY BETWEEN THE LIEVRE AND ST. MAURICE, \VE~T PART. 

On the 29th of April I left camp accompanied by two men and an 
Indian whom I had engaged as a guide to conduct me to the head waters 
of the ri'-er du Lievre, and proceeded southwardly by lake Morialice, 
thence by portages to the Pasquatezebe river, which discharges northwardly 
into lake l'IIadanbaskikac, or lake of the Graves, a lake of some magnitude, 
situate alJOut two miles south of one of the large bays of lake Wabaskantyunk. 
I found all extensiye brule on the northern shore of this lake, not a vestige 
of any iI', '" remaining, and I was informed by my guide, that it extended as 
far as lake Manouan. There is an Indian settlement of four families on the 
south f'h(.l'I' ; the}" have cleared a small portion ofland and annually harvest 
a good Cl up of potatoes. 

The lakes abound with trout, maskinonge, pike, white fish, dore 
and carp. 

Leavjn~ lake Madanbaskikac, I followed the Otatenzibe river into lake 
:-:ucrerie: !ll?re also the same burnt land prevailed. 

On the south west shore of this lake is a maple grove much frequented 
DY the Iwlians during thl' sugar-making season. Leaving lake Sucrerie, I 
crossed OYer a portngc of about three quarters of a mile into lake Mazamas
quahegon, from which the riYer du Lie\"l'e takes its rise. This lake is about 
eight mil,,;, in length, ,,,ith sewral deep bays. The north shore is skirted 
with lofty mountains, covered chielly with white and black birch, spruce 
and balsam. 

HaviL g explOl ed to the south of this lake for Messrs. Russell & LeBer's 
line without SUl'l'l'~S, I continued down the du Lievre for about six miles, 
when I sirtlck their offEet line which starts from ri,'er Rouge. This line 
I follow(>d l'lltil I intersected the main line between the 50th and 51st mile 
posts, from \yhich point I returned to my camp at lake Tourbis, where I 
arrived on the 3rd of May. 

On the 10th of May, one canue being completed, I left lake Tourbis, 
accompanitd by two men, and proceeded down to the farm at lac des Bois 
to complete my complement of men. 
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On the 18th of the same month (May), I left the farm and reached the 
53rd mile post on the du Lievre and St. Maurice exploratory base line on 
Saturday, the 18th ot June, after four weeks, constant and arduous labor, 
attributable in a large measure to the frequent and extended portages 
necessitated by the numerous rapids met with on the route. 

Here haying obtained the latitude and variation of my instrument, I 
laid off a line bearing north east, astronomically, continuil1g it for seven
teen miles. 

From the 53rd to the 60th mile, the land in the immediate vicinity of 
the line is very mountainous and rocky. The soil is ash grey and yellow 
sand and the timber chiefly white and black birch, balsam, spruce, tamarac, 
maple and pine. On ascending to the top of a high moun tain, mid way 
between the 57th and 58th mile post, a magnificent view of the surrounding 
country is obtained. It is very mountainous and well W:lt·r,·d. There is an 
extensive tract of burnt land extending northwardly beyond Madanbas
kikac lake, and stretching south eastwardly as far as the eye can reach. 

From the 60th to the 70th milt>, the line travers~s th,' pxtensive tract 
of burnt land already referred to which is covered with saplings of birch, 
ash, alder, cherry and maple. The latter part of this section is swampy and 
rugged land, with boulders and bed rock of gneiss. The timber to be met 
with here consists of white and black birch, spruce, bah;am, ash, poplar, 
cedar and tamarac. The soil is light grey and yellow sand, and very stony. 

At the 60th mile post, in accordance wi~h my instructions, I laid off 
lines at right angles to the base line, and prolonged them for a mile. 

I also made explorations at irregular illtel'Y:lls, as will ho seen by refer
ence to the accompanying plan, and fonnd the g'>Il"ral character of the land 
similar to that on the main line, and, in my opinion, unfit for settlements. 

At the 70th mile post huving, by direct astronomiGal observations, 
established the latitude and obtained the variation of my transit, I laid off a 
line bearing north west, astronomically, continuing it for 5:2.:33 chains, 
when I intersected Mr. Arcand's ba&e line for the eastern diyision. . 

I met with pine only in the vicinity of the 60th mile, and in very 
Small quantities. 

I saw no geological specimens of sufficient importance to forward to the 
department. 

(Edmund-B. Temple, 12th September, 1870.) 
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ST. MAURICE DISTRICT.-WE:3T SECTION. 

On the 2nd June, I reached the 30th mil~ post on the base line for the 
eastern division to the west of the St. Maurice. I began my operations imme
diately, prolonging a line running south 4::,-' west, astronomical, for a dis
tance of 23 miles and 50 chains, when I met a trans,Terse line run bv Mr. 
Temple, at 5~ chains 33 links to the north west of the base line for the 
western section (If the ~t. Maurice, at a depth of 50 miles from the township 
of Kiamika. 

The country which I trayersed is very broken; it is e,-erywhere rocky 
or sandy from which rise some steep rocks or small chains of mountains of 
no great height, surrounding- lakes of some size with rocky bottoms. 

Very seldom did we remark any small valleys coVt'red with a layer of 
vegetable mould of good quality. Generally speaking, the land is very 
sandy and seems little fitted for cultivation. The principal species of timber 
remarked were resinous trees, SUdl as balsam, grey pine, spruce, cedar and 
pine, the latter in "ery small quantity. There is also a good deal of boule au 
and some rare birches. 

(L.-O.-A. Arcand, 29th April, 1870.) 

ST. ,,!AVTIWE DISTRICT.-EA:-:T :-:ECTION. 

We now l)('g leave to submit the following report of the progress made 
in the accompli;hment of the object referred to, accompanied by such 
general remarks as to the physical features of the country traversed and its 
adaptability for settlements, as we deemed might pro,'e of yalue to the 
department. 

On the 2.5th June, having completed all preliminary arrangements and 
already sent forward a portion of our party in canoes by the St. Maurice 
river, to again connect vnth us at the Piles, we left Three Rin·rs, accompa
nied by Mr. A. \\T ebster, a gentleman attached to our staff by Sir W. Logan, 
as geologist to the expedition, and proceeded overland to that place where 
we joined the remainder of our party. 

We here elltl'red upon the more special o~ject of our mission, and com
menced operations by starting from a point on the south bank of the little 
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Flammand river, a stream of no great magnitude, discharging itself into the 
St. Maurice, at a point on its right bank, about three-fourths of a mile north 
of the Grand-Detour rapids, between the 80th and 81st mile posts, as shewn 
and represented on Mr. Bignell's plan of the survey of the said ri \"\.'1' St. 
Maurit.:e, which accompanied our instructions. 

After obtaining the latitude and variation of our respectiw theoJolites, 
we laid off a line bearing south, 45 0 west, astronomical, continuill~' it for a 
distance of thirty miles terminatillg in lake Cowashekamick, a body of 
water of something over five miles in length by about three miles in width. 

For the first ten miles of the route, the land in the immediate vicinity 
of the line is mostly broken, hilly and of a rocky surface, intersected by 
numerous small lakes, shallow and muddy. The soil is composed of yellow 
and ash greyaand of very moderate depth. The timber is chiefly spruce, 
balsam and birch, cypress and pine. 

From the tenth to the twentieth mile post, the general app.'arance of 
the country is extremely mountainous and rugged, being (,hielly houlders, 
and bed rock of gneiss with a thin surface of ash grey sand and moss
some portion of this section being also swampy - the timber to be found 
here consisting chiefly of spruce, balsam, birch, cypress, tamarac and alder. 

On arrival at the twentieth mile post, from a position in the vicinity, 
we wera enabled to obtain a more extended view of the surrounding' coun_ 
try stretching for a distance of about eight miles toward till' N. 'Yo and ten 
miles to the S. W., the same mountainous character preyiou<;ly noted still 
prevaIled, and, as far as the eye could see, the land appeared to have passed 
through the ordeal of fire. 

From the twentieth to the thirtieth mile post, the line runs through 
an extensive tract of burnt land above referrerl to, of a less mountainous 
character than that previously traversed. The soil consists of a grey and 
yellow sand with occasional isolated spots of a more enconr,lg'ing appear
ance than that heretofore met with, but of such limited extent and diffi
culty of access that the probability of any successful settlement of them 
would bE' exceedingly remote; the latter portion of this section presented a 
rugged, broken and rocky surface, coyered with rolling boulders :1l1d bed 
rock of gneiss and granite, rendering it tobll y unfit 101' colonizatioll. 

At the tenth and twentieth mile posts, in accordance with instructions, 
we laid off lines at right angles to our base line, but, owing to the eyidently 
utter unsuitability of the land for settlement, did not continue their pro-
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jection for the distances therein mentioned, the surface being broken and 
stony and the prevailing character of the soil and timber similar to that on 
the main line. 

A.t the thirtieth mile post we established lines on each side of the base 
line, running~. 'Y. and S. E., astronomically. and prolonged them for a dis
tance of four miles from the base line. The land on the S. E sH,~ is of a 
better ayerage quality than that on the other offset line, but in parts 
1,'ery rug-:;ed and stony, the timber chiefly consisting of sprn "\ white 
a.nd black birch, pine and maple. On the N. W. side, the line traverses 
lake Cowu"hekamick terminating at the ri ver Mandanak. 

The general surface of the country along this line is level, with some 
few fertile spots. and occasional marshy portions. The prevailing character 
of the I';oil is grey and yellow sand. The timber found in this yicinity 
comprises balsam, hazel, tamarac and poplar. 

\Ve also made explorations at irregular intervals, on either side of the 
base linl', altel'll.ltely, at such points as W~ thought advisable, and as 
indicated on the accompanying plan, and found the general surface of the 
country roekr, hilly and in p,nt swampy, and in onr opinion unfit for set
tlements. 

W t' met '.\' i th pine only on the first section of the abo\"e line and on 
the S. E. offsd line at the thirtieth mile, as above remarked, when speaking 
with more partic:ular r~ference to the timber to be found on these respective 
~,->ctiom; at th,' first mentioned spot lnmberers are now engaged in getting 
out timlwr. 

Retnrnin:,;' to our f,tartiu!S' point, we prolonged our base line ill a north 
eastwardly din'etion for a distance of nine and one half miles. The 
,haradn "f both soil and timber is similar to that of the other portions of 
the base line. At a disLlllCl' of about four and a half miles from the point of 
departl1l't', the line illt.'l'seds the river \Vindigo which empties itself into 
the St. )Ianrice at about fi \"t~ miles froin this point; some pine is to be found 
in this l,),'ality, and lumbering operation"> are being carried on by parties 
who hay,~ establisheu shanties here. 'While carrying out this ex~)loration 
toward t 11, north ea"t, we re.'ei veLl instructions from the department to 
close the' i'nrther prosecu tiOll of the work on the first appearance of snoW', 
and, the ~l'ound at the time beill~ t'oYen'u to a depth of six inches, we at 
Ol1ce discontinued onr labors and started on our return. 

We may here remark that from information gathered from the parties 
lumbering in the vicinity, there would appear to be, within no very great 
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distance from the point at which our work terminated, a very extensive 
tract of level and fertile country in the direction of lake St . .T ohn. 

Should it be Q~emed expedient to again continue the prosecution of 
this exploration, we wonld venture to suggest the adyis \bility, as a matter 
of economy, of haying as far as possible the necessary provilSions, for the 
expedition transported during the winter season and cal~hed at con nmient 
points along the route, thereby avoiding the numerous delays and risks 
unavoidably incurred in performing this service during the summer season. 

(L.-O.-A. Arcand,) I 1869 
(E.-B. Temple.) \ . 

RIVER :\fANOUAN FROM ITS MOUTH TO LAKE KE'I PT. 

The country between the tit. Maurice and the opening into great lake 
Wabaskontyunk or lake Kem pt, following the direction of the Manouan, is 
high, broken and rocky; the surface being' broken by wave-like and gene
rally low mountains. There are some chains of hills, between which are 
small valleys, covered with a stunted growth of black spruce, cypress, white 
birch and balsam; there are also some swampy spots growing tamarac; 
but, as a general rule, .from the post of the Oou<'ouc<lche and even a little 
beyond it on the St. Maurice to the entrance of lake Kempt, th'~ only timber 
is white birch, cypress, spruce and a few balsams hert~ :llld th'~re. 

There are no great pine groves in this region, and the only ones I met 
were towards the ~5th, 26th and 33rd miles on the side of my base lill\' and 
also on the sonth eastern banks of lake Manouan. Bnt a,'cording to the 
statement of a competent person, who has explored the course of the 
Manouan, there an' large quantities of pine on the shur0.; of great lake 
Wabaskontyunk or Kempt. 

The soil of this vast region is wholly formed of sand,and i:l some places, 
80 covered with roks and stones, that the idea of ev,'r cnlti\-ating it may 
be renounced. There are, ho\'\e"er, some fairly good lamL, but of such 
limited extent and so isolated as to be altogether unfittecl ftH' colonization. 
The fixed rocks all belong to the granitic formation and now here did I meet 
any trace of minerals or stratification. 

(T.-C. DeLachevrotiere, 31st May, 1872). 
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RIVEl< ::\L\NOUAX FI:I)::\[ TEMPLE'S LlXE TO LAKE KEMPT. 

I reached Temple and Arcand's line at post ~ o. 65. From that point I 
chained, following their jine north eastwardly, a distance of 67 chains 30 
links, to its illtl'l',;edion with the rin'r Baskoutysiebi, and at this point I 
commenced the scalin~ of the ri\'er l\Ianouall. }iy starting- point was in the 
midst of a bnrnt I'!e':nillg', ('ollsequently I W3<; unable to blaze any lil'illg 
tree near it to Y('rif~' its position. From the aboye poiut, I followed the 
general cOUl'~" of the JI,Ianouan as far as the point \y here I left off last year, 
at the 51st mil,· post, at the outlet of lake Wabaskontyunk, I followed my 
instructions as dosely as possible; I entered ill my field notes the magnetic 
bearing of all my courses, carefully noting at each station the angle con
tained betwet'n the different courses, to the nearest minute. At the end of 
eyery mile aIOl;~' my line of survey, I planted on the south bank of the 
riyer a post ,,-jth the number of' the mile marked on it, counting from 
Temple and Arrand's line of exploration to the termination of my opera
tions oflast Far at a post marked 51 miles. I tht'n continued the num
bering of last r('ar from the 51st mile post as far as the height of land. At 
the same time I blazed as many trees as possible near each post. 

W hereYer I met with islands, I followed as much as possible their 
south channel, thou~h I was sometimes compelled by falls or rapids to take 
the north; in the la.;t case, I merely noted the extreme, ends of the islands; 
when they Were \'ery numerous I measured the breadth of the large'st, mak
ing a sketch of them in my field book, and noting the breadth of the ri\'er 
or lake at these plac'es. WheneYl~r the bays of lakes such as Wabaskon
tyunk, Thunuer Bay, Morialice, Obaoukanane and Plllataocon, have been of 
considerable depth, I ha\'e made a rapid tnt<_~e of their '·)lttour, For this 
purpose I abau:loneu for the time my main line of op rations, following 
the contour ot these bays from my la,;t station in one dir.·;tion and return
ing by another to COlllled with my main line, not plallti'l0,' any mile p:),ts 
on the bays, I ha\~e further made mention, in my journal of t'xplo:oation, of 
the rivers and streams whih empty themsel\'e:'; into the ~ran"llan, some on 
one side, some 011 the other, with tlll'ir names, and in addition a description 
of the soil and \,'ood, both as regards quantity and qnality, also the general 
appearance of the land whdher level or mountainous, ueseribing all the 
inequalities of the country, the burnt clearing's, pine woods alld monntain,.;, 
with their general extent and direction. Again I haye noted all the falls, 
water powers, &c, which I have m .. t with, giying their approximati\'e 
height, and the position of all the" portages." I ha\~e laid down their 
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direction by chaining offst>ts from my main line to the banks of the river, 
carefully recording the existence of any islands intenreuing between the 
opposite banks of the river, and making a figur,] ti ve sketch of the whole as a 
guide in the construction of my g'eneral plan of survey. 

I followed this system throu!.!,'h the whole course of my operations, till 
I completed the smyey of the Manouan at the height of land between the 
waters of the ~Ianouan and those of the Du Lievre. Arrived at the middle 
of the portage, between these two rivers opposite to on'~ nnoth"r and distant 
only about four arpents, one of which, the Du Lien-e, emp:i,'s itself into 
the Ottaw;:!, and the other thtl Manouan into the St. 1Iaurice, I planted a 
stout cedar post, on which I cut the following inscription: 011 the south east, 
" 7i miles, 38 chains from the St. ~Iauri"e," on the north \wst .. height ofland 
Var. 130. 16 west: " on the south; 1873. "J.-C. de la l'henotiere, Arpt. 
Proy." all of which is ineffaceable. I carried out in the S'Ulle way the survey 
of lake Xemicachinque at the source of the river du Liene. I ('oncluded my 
operations at the post AO. ~:3 miles, at the outlet of the lake, \vhich forms 
at this point the so ('aIled ri\rer du Liene. The posts planted ~lt l~\'ery mile 
in the scaling of thi:; lake begin from No.1 at the height of land and follow 
the con tour of the lake to N' o. ~8. 

The country lying between Temple and Arnmd's exploratory line and 
the 51 mile post of last year's suney is generally hilly, but the chains of 
mountains are of no great height; the soil is mostly sandy; yet in some 
place!; a rich bro\\,11 loam is met with, ,'specially at the settlements of 
Mes::n·s. Stoddalt & Co. and at th\' principal station of the" Tde de Boule" 
Indians, distinguished on my plan by t1w nam'~ of Dubl~. In these places 
the land is well adapted for cultivation, grain and vegetal)lt's being per
fectly ripened, \"hieh prows that the ..lima1" is mnch milder than at 
Weymontachinque, where the potatoes rarely come to maturity. This infor
mation is deriwd from one Dube, a Canadian, who has marri,'d among these 
Indians and lind with them a number of years, and I had proof of his 
Yf'racity by witnessing th(' harvest made at the place called DuM, last 
autumn. 

The Tete de Boule Indians are of a quiet and peaceable c haraeter, par
tially ciyilized and speaking very little French; they are visited ol'casionally 
by mi8sionaries, which accounts for their civilization; at the place called 
Dub{', the site for a chapel is marked out, as well as a cemetery where the 
Indians bury their dead. 
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I deem it right to mention here the improvements made by Messrs. 
Stoddart & Co, during the last winter. Though working ostensibly only 
for their own henefit, they have opened a linE' of road 4.)} miles long, which 
hereafter may become yery useful to colonization, as they intend to com
plete it in the course of the snmmer,so as to be serviceable fJr all seaSOliS of 
the year. In fact, this road connects the Matawin with the Manouan, at a 
place called 1I1etabeskegariebi as shown on my plan, and on this line of 
country the soil is mostly leyel and sandy, awi the trees, such as birch, 
white and red "prucp, white hirch, &c., are all of fine growth. 

This part of the country is far be£ler adapted for townships than the 
settlements 'W hich have been made at "Ste·Emilie de l'Energie, " St. 
Simon, &c., ,y hieh I yisi ted when asc;ending the Manouan ; these latter 
appear, however, to be impro"ing, notwithstanding the uneven surface of 
the land. ~I",,"rs. Stoddart & Co, appear to be seriously disposed to make 
great impron~ments on the Manouan, as within the last six months they 
have employed about forty men erecting buildings on the river Metabeske
gariebi to sene as lodgings for the men and as stores for their pro"isions, 
which were already "ery considerable consistin~' of 200 barrels of flour, 150 
of pork, &c. 

They are now about to build a steamer, for the conyeyance of timber 
on lake Wabaskontyunk. Pine wood is found in some quantity in the region 
comprised between the entry to lake Wabaskontyunk and the height of 
land as shown on my plan by the word" Pin ", also in the space lwtween 
Atibime bay and lake ,Vabaskontyunk itself. I have not 111"t with it in as 
great abundance anywhere else, but tl1\'re is a small quantity e,'erywhere; 
from what I have been told by good judges, it is all of l'xcelh~!lt quality. 

LAKE KEMICAr.HINQUE. 

Head of r.icer illl LiL:['J"e.-The soil and general asp.~ct of the country are 
about the same at Nemicachinque as on thtl .Manouan; pine is not so fre
quently found, but a small quantity is to be had bet\Yl'en the height of 
land and the 7 mile post from the sCtlling of the lake. The other qualities 
of wood are about the same as on the ~Ianouall, namely ('Ylih'Sci, red pine, 
8pruce, white birch, fir. and in some places cedar. I found maple in two 
localities only, on Maple Island, called Erimaticou :\Iinistecon, also in the 
vicinity of DuM, where the Indians .have turned it to aC:COllllt for the 
manufacture of sugar. 
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I found, in some spots near the ?lanouan, immense burnt clearings 
which b:H'e done great damage to the timber, as shown on my general plan; 
they were caused by the carelessness of the Indians, who latterly appear 
more careful, as thev found they were injuring their own int'o]'c>sts and 
means of existence, which depend altogether on hunting. 

Finally, I am of opinion that the territory I haye explored this year will 
prove more profitable to colonizatiol:, as regards the value and luxuriance 
of the woods, than that which I explored last year from Weymontachinque 
to the 51st post at the entry of lake Wabaskontyunk. 

(.T.-C. DeLachevrotiere, 31st ~Iay, 1873.) 

RIVER DU LOUP 

Here follows a general d~scription of the couutry through which I 
passed, with regard to its conformation, forests, quality of soil, mineral 
deposits, grain and fish : 

The tract watered by this part of the river du Loup is generally 
mountainous and rocky. The height of the mountains varies from sixty to 
two hundred feet, and their inclination from four to over eighty feet. 
Several cliffs even present the appearance of vertical walls. North west of 
the township Chapleau, east of the river du Loup,beyond the }'(·ueh of visioll, 
and to the west as far as lake des Isles and lake Sorcier, the wholt' country 
was ravaged by fire about twelve years ago. The vaiue of the timber thus 
destroyed is enormous. The land surrounding the Grand Lake des Isles, 
lake Sorcier and lake Sans Bout and their discharges, and the adjoining 
lands on the west side were spared by the fire. The forest in these parts 
still contains pine, spruce and cedar in considerable quantities. The sources 
of the river are probably three hundred feet higher than the starting point 
of my operations. 

The cultivable land is found in isolated patches of more or less extent. 
I have marked them on the map. as well as the mountain gorges, by which 
access may be had from one lake to another. I found a little iron ore at the 
surface of the rock on the south side of Spaulding creek, near where it falls 
into the principal river: this place is also indicated on the map. I found no 
iron around lake Sorcier, though the variation of the needle there ranged 
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from 10° to ·1.5". On the west side of lac du Coteau a vein of quartz, twenty 
inches in width, is visible for a length of ten or twel ve feet, at the end of 
which it plunges into the rock. The surface of this ,-ein shows some small 
globules of :;ilver. Its position is marked on the plan. 

Besides roaming animals, snch ~~s mink, otter and others, there are 
consid\~rahle numbers of beayer in the ri\'er du Loup. If the hunting of 
beaver ·were prohibited for ten years, the number of these animals would 
increast' prodigiousl y. 

Ex,t'pt ill tIlt' streams cOllnected with lake Sorcier, Grand Lake des 
Isles, and lake Sms Bout, there is :l snrprising abundance of small trout in 
this part of the rinr du Loup, but no other fish. 

(Hectur LeBel', 1885.) 

L.\KE~ .\XD RIVERS IN THE TOWX~I1IP OF RADNOR AND SElCTNIORY 

OF CAP DE LA lIfAGDELEI:'IIE 

I haye scaled lOS} miles of riHrs and lakes, including offset linE'S 
The little river de;; l'illq, whit"!l comes first in the order of my operations, 
is rep res en ted in the a hoye total for...................................... 3t miles 

The hig' l'iYer des Cinq and its branehes ................. 0.0 •••••• 0 16l " 
The ri,rer :.\ la Peche ....................................... , ............. 21 " 
The ri,rer FoIIe ..... o •• o ••••••••••••••• 0 •• 0 ••• , •••••••••••••• 0.0.0 ••••••••• 20 ., 
The riYer Bouchard......... ...... ...... ...... ...... ...... ...... ......... 7~ " 
The ri\""r l\Llta\vin...... ...... ...... ......... ........ ...... ............. Ot " 
Gi\-ill~ a total of li8·S 6 mill'S and leaving about 40 miles for the lakes 

and offset lines. 

The tract lying between the above mentioned rivers is about one 
hundred miles in superficial area, and may be divided into three plateaus, 
of different respective heights. 

ELEVATlt'.:'II.-The first piateau, that of the little river des Cinq, begin
ning nearly a mile from the ~t. Maurice. is about four hundred feet above 
that river, and contains about eighteen square miles of generally levelland. 
This plateau is much the same as that of the river Bouchard. The second 
plateau is that of the large des Cinq lake, (Grand lac des Cinq), about one 
hundred feet higher than the first. It extends as far as the P~che lakes, 
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where it merges into the first. The third is that of lake Fou, about two 
hundred feet higher than the second, and SHen hundred fert above the St. 
Maurice. Its area is about twenty-four square lllile.~, while that of the 
second is as great or greater than those of the first and third together. 

WATER-powER:,\.-The ri\-er des Cinq,which appears to derive iLs name 
from the fiye rapids which extend from the St. Maurice to the first nayi
gable waters of the ri,'er Matawin, off't'rs four good water-powers, the last 
one down stream havin4' a fall of about two hundred i"t'et. On the river 
FolIe there are seven, some with a fall of thirty feet; on the riYer Bouchard 
four, and on the riwr a la Peche two, all of considerable strength. 

TnIBER.-There is not much pine to be found in this tract, but spruce, 
cedar and hemlock are plentiful. I observed some groye~ of sugar-maple on 
the)akes a la Peche, some of whi.·h are exploited. 

The heights between lake Fou and lake Bouchard are crowned with 
fine hardwood of diift'rt'nt kinds, including oak. The cutting of cedar has 
been begun near lake Bouchard. Although ('t'dar is ~enerally found 
growing in swamps, some considerable gro,-es of it are met with on the 
higher lands in many parts of the l"t'g-ion described in this report. One 
tree that I measured was eleven feet in circumference. 1 also remarked 
elm, ash and basswood of fine growth, butternut and jlemhil/o, which are 
considered to be indications of good land. 

:-)UIL.-Although I m<:t with some fifteen rocky headlands in this tract, 
I believe that there is generally a willcien t depth of soi 1 for agricultural 
purposes, except upon a mountain of the line between Radnor and the 
Seigniory of Batiscan, oyer which fire has passed, lea\'il1~· nothing but 
bare rock. 

One indication of a good depth of soil is that very few windfalls are to 
be seen; and, contrary to what may be frequently remarked in uther parts 
of the Laurentides, the soil here appeared to me to be but slightly rocky 
and exceptionally free from stones, and to contain but few iron mines to 
inflnence the magnetic needle. 

The soil is generally composed of good yellow earth, from the little 
river des Cinq to the Matawin, with traces of day, and becomes more 
clayey downwards along the river a la Peche and river Bouchard, until 
near the Saint Maurice where the clay banks come to the surface. 

30 
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IMPROVEMENTS AND BUILDINOs.-From lake Edward, down along the 
riyer a la Peche, I observed the vestiges of a road constructed by the 
Government more than fifteen years ago, with a bridge of twenty-four feet 
span, still in good condition. 

A small clearing has been made at lake Etienne, another at lake Parker, 
and a third at the first lake a la Peche, whpre a good log hut has been built 
for Messrs. Boyer, Parker & Co. These gentlemen have also begun the 
construction of another building' on lake Fou. 

DISTANCE FR0:\l SETTLEMENTs.-There is now a chain of settlements 
from the Piles to the lake dn Fran-;ais, or fourth lake a la Peche, a distance 
of about six miles, and within the limits uf the new parish of Des Piles. 
These have all been made within the last ten years; and: in view of the 
development ofthe lumber business in these parts and the increasing facility 
of communication, it is probable that the tract comprising these lakes and 
rivers will be req uired for colonization purposes and furnish sites for new 
parishes. The district of Three WYers will be indebted to you for rendering 
this possible by cansing light to be thrown upon this region by operations 
which may sen'e as bases for the laying out of farm lots. 

(.lIl'mes Barnard. 4th December, 1886). 

RIVER A I,A C'HIEN.NE. 

The river .\ la Chienne, which derin's its name from a rapid near its 
mouth on the riYer Mata\Yin, is naYigable by canoes for the first six miles. 
The two following miles are broken by two falls, the first about 200 feet 
high and the second about 75 feet. These two miles bring us to a region of 
lakes, intersected by hills: and then to a region of plains. As my operations 
were limited to 50 miles by my instructions, I was unable to explore the 
upper part of this yalley, which seemed to me suited to colonization. 

The rinr a la Chienne is famed for its pike and trout fishing. As for 
pike, I was unable to note their existence here, as I had o""asion to do on a 
preceding expedition, at another point on the nIatawin, where I saw some 
of these fish taken, wieghing 15 lbs. and pickerel of 10 Ibs.; but I do not 
doubt that lac au Brochet (Pike lake), which figures on the plan of this tri
butary, was thus named for good reasons. As for trout, I have seen them 
taken in great lake a la Chienne, weighing 10 Ibs. and in abundance. I 
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also ascertained the presence of carp and perch in a small lake which I 
named lake ala Carpe, and on which some of these fish were taken to be 
used as bait for trout, which seemed to be very eager for the same. 

The only varieties of timber which I remarked in any quantity on this 
river are cypress, poplar and 'white birch. The only pines to be seen are a 
few which escaped the fire by which this tract was swept about twenty 
years ago. 

The soil, as well as I could ascertain under a covering of snow three 
feet thick, appeared to be of good alluvium extending oyer an area of fiye 
miles front by one in depth, at the mouth of the river, judging from the 
appearance of the vegetation, which consists of tall prairie grass, alders, 
and some scattered ash trees. In real', the land is undulating aud the soil 
on the hill-sides appears to be a good yellow earth, from the abundance of 
alders growing upon them. The pembina, indicatiou of good soil, is met 
with in many places. The absence ofrock is remarkable. 

To show the fertility of the soil, I consider it sufficient to remark that, 
apart from the presence of rich lands which I have noted, all this tract near 
the river, which was burnt over a few years ago, is coyered, in nearly all 
directions, by a heavy vegetable grovdh. 

In conclusion, I am of opinion that there is a sufficient area of good 
land, on the banks of the river ala Chienne, for the establishment of a pros
perous parish. 

(James Barnard, ~nd Augnst., 1888.) 

REGION BETWEEN THE ST. MAURICE AND BATIBcAN RIVERS, FROM THE 

TOWNBHIP OF ::IIEKINAC TO LAKE EDWARD. 

According to the above detailed report, I conclude that more than one 
half of the territory visited is fitted for cultivation and that, as soon as 
communications are opened by means of colonization roads, it will b~ occn
pied by a robust and industrious population. Though rocky in spots, the 
soil is a good quality of yellow loam, which is not excelled by any not only 
in the surveyed townships adjoining, but in many ofthe Eastem townships, 
which have not as good a vegetable soil and are even more rocky. Water 
falls abound, as well as lakes swarming with fish. The other half might be 



468 

----------

retained :11:' a fire-,Yood n'"l'lTe and for pasturage, where the soil is rockiest, 
vYhich, instead of hUl'till~' colonization, \yould he a public and private 
benefit, because I belie,',.' it i" high time to make such reserves, in opening 
fhe soil to :-:dtlement The floatable ri,'er~ are the Mekinac and Ean-JiIorte, 
',yhich are tributari,'s of the SL M:ltll'i,"', The ri,'er Bati,;,~an has for tribu
taries senral disl'llarge,; of lakes and the riYers Mequick, a Pierre and 
Michel. The nierchantable timber brought down these rivers partly sup
plies the market,~ of Ell'.!LIIl,l and America 1'10 Quebec and Montreal. 
Hn","cn·r. it has nearly all disappeared nnder the axe of the lumberer. 

To l'e:l<'h thi~ region, the c(,lonization roads might easily, but not without 
€xpense, 1)1' started from the points already settled. The colonization road 
already opened heyond the township of Montaub~Ul might be prolonged to 
the main line laid down in yidue of my instructions, w'hich is only about 
.:21 miles from the township of ',Inutauban. This road would intersect the 
::i,'ers Ea1[·11,,]'te and ~I,.·killa,·, towards the seyenth mile of that line, a 
distance of about ~1 miles_ Another colonization road could be opened 
pitlwr on the ,'as! or \Yest "id,' of the Dltis"an river to the Island of Lake 
-t~Jw::mL This road. hy following the south \Yl'st branch of the ri,·er Jeall
llOtte, would run ill it>; ,'ourSI' though lands suited to colonization. Two 
;,tlw1' eulOllization roads actually building, called the Radnor and de la 
::'Ib!.','dcl,·ille road,;. ~tartill!:!' from points in the seigniory of Cap de la Magde
leinl' belonging- to the Go,'c1'l1ment. might be directed towards this region, 
which, after their junction :ct the Piles, ,'vould continue along the east or 
west h:mb ot th .. ~t. J\lanrin· TO riYer aux This. one of ib tributaries, where 
alrpady, at nuions poinb-. tiwr,' :cre ,'"'01111' IH'W and old clearings and some 
hardy alld cntprprising' settlers, whose only meallS of communication with 
tlwii' lwig'hhors i" by canoe and boat. 

The clilll:lt" of this region is about the same as that of Three Rivers. 
Ali the ",ild fruits come to perfect maturity as well on the tops orthe hills 
as on the river flats. The first frost was experienced on the 28th September. 

On my return, I paid particular attention to the country watered by 
:l:n't:,; of the ri,'ers ::'Ieq ui,:k, a Pierre and Michel, along which I noticed 
traeb will suited to cultivation. 

(H. Lf'I.!.·f'lId(e. 31st Jannary, 1870.) 
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RIVERS ::IWI:-'E AND CRI II ~HE 

I haye the honor to transmIt the plan and field notes of till' sUfYey 
and scaling of the river and lake Moise aud of the ri \Oer Croche. 

The land in the vicinity of these rivers is geIlt'rally hilly and moun
tainous; there are, howeyer, some small patches of good arable land alcJng 
the Moise; a further explora1ion on both sides of this river would give a 
better knowledge of this tract, extending in the dire,·tioll of the lake de:;.. 
Passes. 

The prevailing species of timber along these rivers an' spruce, balsam 
and white birch; tamarac, and a variety known as epinette a chatte, are 
also met with in some places. The soil is generally sandy; red sand, mixed 
with gravel, and in other places black eart~l. 

(F. Page, ]st April, 1887.) 

COUNTRY BETWEEN IJ.I. Tl'qUE A:\,j) LAKE :-''1' • .lOllN. 

The country lying between the river :--it. Maurice and lake St. John, 
is eleyated, broken and rocky throughout, in which numerous of their tribu
taries take their rise; the surftce is broken np into waye-like mountains, not 
generally of high elevation, but precipitous, without connections or n,g'u
larity. There are few regular ranges of hills or extensiye yalley", and the 
whole is clothed with a dense but stunted growth of mix\,d timber, con
sisting chiefly of black and grey spruce, fir and w hi te birch, tO~'dher "'i th. 
a very few scattered birch, poplar, tamarac and maple. Th" "nil of this 
yast region is mostly sand, approaching, in some instance::;, to a li~ht loam, 
but of 8UC'h a stony and rocky charactpr as to afford but slight hopes of its 
ever being brought under cultivation. 

The country is well \Yatl'rt>d by small tributary st l'I'am", and innu
merable small and large lakes, but their valleys are narrow and of limited 
extent. The fixed rock is all of a granitic formation, and in no instance 
did 1 observe any appearance of minerals or stratification. 

There are no extensiye gro"es of pine in this country, hut consider
able quantities are scattered over the hills bordering the rivers and lakes, 
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chiefly upon the waters of the Bostonais and Croche; much of this timber 
is sound and good, but, as a general rule, many trees are faulty from 
wind shakes and spunk knots, and more suitable for saw logs than square 
timber. If the information I received can be relied upon, the great pine
bearing country of the St. Maurice lies to the west of that river. 

The idea t hat there existed a Jar ge and extensive valley connecting the 
St. ~laurice with lake;-;t. John was quite a mistaken one; the fact is, it is 
an elevated watershed with ranges of hills dividing the several streams. 
These hills, which haye a considerable elevation near the main streams, 
gradually d.iminish towards the height of land, the country rising gently 
to the diyiding ridge and descending in a similar manner on the opposite 
side. 

From the foregoing descr iptiOll of the country lying between the river 
St. }Iaurice and the settlements of the upper Saguenay, it cannot but be 
oll"f~ITed that, from the broken and mountainous character of the land and 
the arid nature of the soil, but slender hopes ('an be entertained of its ever 
being made ayailable for purposes of colonization; many spots of compara
tinly good lands \H're met with in my exploration, but so limited in 
extent and isolated in position, that they could not be made available for 
settlement. The only prospect for any connected or continuolls settlements 
wonld be, in my opinion, by the yalley of the ri1'er Croche, where the 
alluvial d,'posits along the banks of that stream offer the only ad\rantage 
for such a purpose. 

(lV.-F. BII/ilolmi'. 18th August, 1859,) 

RIYEn:-; Tl: F:KCHE AND l'lER1:I('HE 

I commenced to scale the ri,-er Piirrichc to its source, the distance 
being 22 miles and 37 chains. The chain of :nOUll tains. which borders the 
riYer S1. Maurice, is at this point considerably leveled. After lea\-ing La 
Tuque, the riHl' St. ~Iaurice is almost one sn'~""ssion of rapids, cascades 
and falls. At the distance of a mile from the mouth of thi ri\'er (La Tuque), 
,\ye left thl' monntains behind. From the 4th mile of the scaling we passed 
through land !'!""llerally leyel on each side of the river, and it extends thus 
as far as the l'yt-' can reach. The timber is second growt,h, of about 40 years 
old. From previous observations, I had arrived at the opinion that this 
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territory had been burned over about 40 years ago. An estImated extent of 
about 1,000,000 of acres had thus been swept over by fire. I remarked in 
some places the trunks of trees of large size which had escaped the general 
burning at that time. From these indications we infer that these localities 
were formerly richly timbered. The soil is in some places yellow loam, and 
in others grey loam, mixed here and there with sand; there are not, 
however, any stones on the surface, which is covered by a rich vegetable 
mould. At the 19th mile, the timber is of a smaller growth, the fire having 
s,",'ept over a second time, in some localities, since the one previously men
tioned. The soil nevertheless appears everywhere wry suitahle for cultiva
tion. On arrh-ing at the head of this river, white birch predominates over 
the other woods; it is of very good growth. 

From what I saw, the strip of land between the rivers Trenche and 
Pierriche, from their mouths to their sources, is suitable for farming purpo
ses, particularly that part of it between the 5th and 19th miles, where the 
soil is of superior quality. The climate also is yery favorahle. ,On the 
14th of February, the depth of snow there was between 10 and B inches. 

I then returned to the river Trellche by way of the portage at the 
mouth of the river Pierriche. After having established the variation of 
the needle, I commenced to scale the ri \-er Trenche, from its mouth to its 
source, the distance being 102 miles and 2Cl chains. ThH same remarks 
made by me as to the land being generally level at the mouth of the river 
Pierriche, apply also to the land at the mouth of the river Trenche. From 
its mouth up to the fall in the 6th mile, the river flows through good yellow 
loam, suitable for cultivation. This part was formerly well covered with 
pine, but, above the fall named, little pine is now found. 

There are some chantiers, nen~rlheless, for getting out saw logs, but 
pine is scarce. In the future the large quantities of cypres (a kind of bas
tard red pine) and spruce available for the WUIits of commerce, will counter
balance the scarcity of the pine. The destructive fire already mentioned as 
having ravaged along the river Pierriche extended a1s1) to this river 
(Trenche), and at the same period; the second growth or forest, which 
includes cypres and white pine, will some years hence afford timber for 
commercial purposes. 

Above the fall, on the river Trenche, mentioned above, dead water 
oCl'urs; there are however some short rapids up to the secon(1 fall, which is 
at the 43rd mile post. The whole of this distance the ri n~r is sui table for 
driving saw logs, &c. The land is generally level, and covered by a second 
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growth of timber of the same age) and kind. This shows that the great fire 
which ravaged all the territory between the river Chamouchouan and the 
ri,rer St. Maurice, seems to have reached as far as the height of land, which 
divides the watc'rs falling into lake St. John to an unknown distance 
towards the \yest. 

The whole territory thns traversed by this river as far as the 43rd mile 
may be made a'nibble for colonization purposes, and extends from the river 
Croche and lake ::; t. .r ohn, on one side, to as far as the eye can reach on the 
other. The land is suitable for cultivation. Between the 43rd and 60th mile 
posts, the land alollQ' the banks of the river is mountainous; ne,rertheless 
there are certaill spaces of considerable extent, where farms could be made. 
Beyond the range of mountains which borders the river, the land although 
une,ren is susceptible of being cultivated, as both the soil and climate are 
good. On the 9th of ~Ltrch I did not find the depth of sno,v any place to 
exceed between 12 and 1.-; inches. 

From the liOth mile post, up to the head of the river, ihe mountains 
gradually disappear, and thp. land as&nmes a level appearance. The soil is 
composed of a rich yellow loam, and of grey loam. There are no stones on 
the snrl'ace. Between the 70th and :-;;)th mile posts, however, there are some 
large boulders, here and tLere; the earth about them is ne,rertheless of a 
good quality. For the last 10 miles surveyed, a recent fire has in many 
places done considerable damage, yet in other places the cypr8s and spruce 
might later on be used for purposes of comnwrcl'. No pine is found here. 
In some of the ravines which escaped the dc'strndi,'e fury of the great fire 
already llll'ntiun,'(1, we found some trees of larger dimensions, \vhich shows, 
beyond a doubt, that the growth of tim bel' in this territory was fully equal 
to that found ill the "all,:), of lake 8t. .r ohn. The north shore of the large 
lake of the river 1'renche has often been de\'astated by fire; the growth of 
timber there is small. The land is level, 11O"weYer, round this lake, which is 
a part of the river itself. This)and is suitable for farming purposes. 

On the t .. Hh of ':'Iarch I was at the height of land ",h:('h diyides the 
waters which How into the ~t. Maurice from those flowing into the Cha
mouchonan, and I there measured the depth of S110\\' in several places, and 
found it to Yary from 1.5 to 1:-; inches. 

I remarked, in seyerallocalities around the lake of the river Trenche, 
the places w her,~ the Indians of the Tete de Bonle tribe resort in summer 
to fish, and obtain their supply for the winter. This lake abounds in fish, 
such as dore, &c 
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CONCLUSIONS.-The exploratory survey, which was entrusted to me in 
1873-74, of the Salmon river and of the river Willdigo, and their principal 
tributaries, and the one I ha\Te just performed of the ri ,Tel'S TrenL'he and 
Pierriche, have enabled me to make a tolerably correct estimate ofthe quan
tity of land susceptible of cultiyation which is to be found in th,· territory 
between the river St. Maurice and the height of land which divides the 
waters which ft.ow into the ri,Ter Chamonchonan. Taking all the:se explo
rations together, I am warranted in stating that the extent of arable land 
thus become known is about one million (1,000,000) of acres. From obser
vations made by me during my explorations, I have positi\"ely established 
that the climate of the forests through which I passed is fully as fa \"orable 
for growing grain crops as is the country around lake St. John. 

I therefore deem it my duty to bring prominently to the notice of the 
Government the importance of opening up for settlement this \'xtensiYe 
territory by mears of colonization roads. I am of opinion that a wiBler road 
can be opened at little expense, commencing at the last settlement Oil the 
river a l'Ours, following nearly a direct line to the locality called the Forks 
(ies Fourche:;); thence following the north east side of the river Trenche 
down to its mouth, which wonld be a dismnce of about ill miles, through 
land nearly all level. 

Until a railroad is built, the population of lake :-;t. Johu and the 
country around it would avail themselves of such a road for bring'ing the 
produce of their farms to the lumber establishments on the Upper :-;t. Mau
rice. This would gi \"\:~ a. great impetus to settlement in the lake ~t. John 
country, seeing the hig'h prices paid by these establishments for !;ll'l11 
produce of all kinds. 

(Gedeun Gagnon, 4th July, 1877.) 

SALMON _~ND WINDIGO l:IVElts. 

I scaled the Salmon river, a tributary of the Chamouchouan rin)r, from 
its mouth to its source. I then scaled the IJOrtaO'e of the river WindiO'o a 

=0 0 , 

tributary of the St-Maurice, as far as the intersection of one of the branches 
of this river, which I scaled as far as its mouth, as also its principal tribu
taries and those ot the Salmon ri,Ter, which have all been scaled from their 
mouths to their sources. 
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SOIL AND WOOD-SAL;\IO,," RIVER.-From the ninth mile as far as the first 

lake of the Salmon river, in the fourth mile, the riv~r is mostly a continous 
rapid, offering many favorable mile sites, I saw m:my falls in this section 
of the river; the highest is of twenty feet in the twentieth mile. At fifteen 
"hains from the forty-first milt'. on the same 1'i \"<.'1', is a suitable mill-site. 
Many other suitable plat'es may also be found at the intersection of the 
little Rog-non lake. 

The land through whieh flows the Salmon ri vel', from its mouth to the 
twenty-fourth mile, is generally level 011 both sides of the river, a'O far as 
the t'ye can reach; the soil is of good quality; it is a yellow loam and a grey 
dayish land. Besides the original growth that the fire spared, in the 
ravines and low lands, which is of large size, mixed with hard and 
;;oft wood, the chief wood is white bireh, of medium size. From the seventh 
mile, ,,,,hi te spruce, of rather goorl size, as also cypress, are in rather great 
quantitie:-:. Cypress. from the sixteenth mile upwards, is in great quantities 
in the gron>s we come across here and there, and large enough to be fit for 
making timber. From the twentieth mile as far as the head of the Salmon 
river, t h.· soil is !:!:enerally of rather good quality though stony in certain 
places; it is a mixture of yellow loam and of grey clay. 

The fire which devastated these lands OWl' the whole extent of country 
traversed by Salmon ri\'er and its tributaries, and even further to the north 
west, occurred 50 or 60 years ago. It would he difficult to make an estimate 
of the ,ast amount of ,-;duable timber of all kinds destroyed in this section 
of the country. 'White "prllt'e, pine, white birch and poplar are found in 
every diredio:l where the fire has not reached. The wood everywhere was 
of good '-!Towth, sho\ying that the land is fit for cultivation. 

From the forty-second milt" the land i" broken, going up as far as the 
head of the ri,er, particularly around the lakes a la Croix and au Ragnon ; 
the \voocl is stunted and tlH' land stOHY. 

~urTlI Kl,.i'T Bn1xcH OF THE SAL'Im;>;" RIVER.-The timber along the 
south east branch of the Salmon river, around lake Clair and other lakes, is 
of fine groV\""th; "hite birch predominates The land is more le\"t~l, the 
mountains are less high; their sides are wooded with big whit~ birch; 
lumber i:-: rather abundant, particularly grey pine and tamarac. The only 
hardwood is white birch. The soil is of a yellow color in diffdrent sections, 
there are no ~lont's. 'lYe find magnificent tracts which extend far off, 
wooded with tamarac and white spruce, and a few white birches. The 
soil seems to be of good quality. 
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RIVER DU CRA:-<".-The land through which flows th.~ ri,"e1' du Cran is 
level. The soil is of superior quality, consisting in great part of clay, grey 
loam, and of yellow sandy soil, on the ridges. As on the Salmon river, 
white pine is scarcE., on the river au Dore and its brandll's. From the ninth 
mile, the land is stony and on the mountains of which the grt'ater part are 
bare. Ash is everywhere of g'ood growth, from the mouth of this river, as 
far as the seyenth mile of the said branch. 

The north east branch of the river au Dore and iLs tributaries flow 
through land very fit for farming, covered with hard and soft wood of good 
growth. In some places, to the north west, formerly devastated by fire and 
now co,-ered with trees of a second growth the growth consists of white 
birch, balsam fir, spruce and here an.i there a few maples. But from th'J four
teenth mile, on the north west side of the river au Dore, the mountains 
follow one another as far as the head of this river, and art' covered with 
brush wood in some places, and almost bare elsewhere. Lar!.:!'!' rocks here 
and there border the river. 

The dore and the witouche are the most common fish in the lakes 
formed by these rivers. 

RIVER OF THE FRAIE AU SAuMoN.-The timber in gt'lleral, on both 
sides of this river, as far as the fourth mile from its month, is of fine 
growth, such as white birch, tamarac and white spruce, alder, fir. The 
latter predominates. The soil is generally very good, on both sides of the 
riyer; but from the fourth mile the tract crossed by this ri \'er is moun
tainous and rocky. The timber is very long and of medium siz!'. There is 
a great deal ot dry and fallen timber on the slopes of the mountains. White 
spruce alld tamarac, fit for lumber, are in rather great q nantitie-;. to the north 
east of this rivt:'l', on the course of which there are a numb~r of rapids. 

RIVER OF THE LAKE DES PORTAGE8.-The soil is st011\' all along this 
tributary. Cert:lin tracts, around the Portage lake. are fit 'for cultivation. 
In a portion of th,' first and second mile, there are cypress or grey pine 
gro,-es, ,'onsisting of trees of medium size, their diameter varying from 
fifteen to twenty lll<'hes. There is also white spru,:<>. 

RIVER COTE-The tract to the south east and sonthw ,,,t of the lake 
a Cote, as far as the Salmon river, is quite fit for culti\',ttioll. The north 
,,,est section is mountainous. The timber of inferior growth, and in brulis 
in different parls, as also along its head. The other tributaries of the Sal!D.on 
riYer flow through land generally unfit for cuiti vatioll. The tr,tcts, which 
are fit for culture, are not of sufficient ex:ten t to form sdtlem ~ll ts. 
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The portage of lake Windigo is generally level, as also the land around 
the lakes tra,-ersed hy this ri..-er. From the 13th to the 113th mile, the 
timber is of good growth, and tamarac predominates. Around the lakes,' 
particnlarly aronnd lake \Vabepeltln, spruce is plentiful and varies from IS 
to ~o inches in diameter. The land is generally sandy and rocky. Some 
spaces here and tlwre might be worth culti,'ating. From the 18th u!" far 
as the twenty-fourth mile, the land is stony and in hrules on the portag~s 
of the lakes. The ,,;,me aspect is shown towards the north-east. Fire has 
again made a ,'';'.\'('l'P, a eouple of years ago, and spread towards the height 
of lands of the tributaries of the river Chamouchouan. From the twenty
second as far as the twenty-sixth mile, the soil is of a better quality. This 
iract, tra..-ersed by the portage, is fit for cultivation. Timber is of a fiue 
growth. Tamarac of a diameter yal'ying from twenty to twenty·four inches 
is in great quantities. as also balmm and white birch, whieh are also offine 
growth. From the twenty-sixth mile, as far as the intersection of the Kabeto
goanignm, trilmtary of the Windigo river, and even farther than this river, 
in every direction, ;tS br as t he eye can reach, the land is entirely level; 
the soil is sandy and rocky. It is the same with all the land traversed by 
the river Kahetogoanignm <Ii:! far as its eonfinence with the Windigo river. 

SOIL A:\,D TIl\Il3EH (IF THE WINDIGO A:\,D IT,"; TmBUTARIE:-;. - From the 
mouth of tht' riYt'r Kabctogoanigum, the river Willdigo, a<; far ;1<; the 
fourteenth mile, is bordered hy monntains, for the most p.ut, b:ll'e and 
devoid of merehant timber. Before reaching the -""nrce::i of this river, 
we found a small qnantity of ~Teen woods, prin(;ipall~' towards the north 
west: in some part,.;. the land around lake Kawasbashowa is co\'er~d with 
well grown timber; .'\H'n,'e is found in some quantities. :'{O white pille is 
to be seen on this or on auy of the other tributaries 01 th I Windigo on the 
way t0wards its SOIl!"'e. The tr:lct of lands susceptib ' : of iropro\'eml'ut 
along these tributaries is of "ery limited extent. 

The Windigo ri\'er, from the river Kabetogaoni~Ll:n, a'i far down <15 

the falls called. K warasesi~hi ta, is hordered by high m ).llltains, of which a 
lew reach the immc'Jiate borders of the ri,-er, and, i'l some pLt(',:~, recede 
from twenty to thirty chains. The table lands are wooded \"jth white 
spruce, "yprl'SS, \\' hite birch, of medium growth; the soil is yellow and 
stony in certain sedions. The monntains are generally well wooded in 
,,,hite spruce and tamarac of a fine growth. 

The land, from the falls called Kwarasesiasita, is Ipvel as far as the 
sonth west branch of the Windigo river, offering a tract of good land from 
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twenty.fiye to thirty thousand acres. The opposite shore of the Winuigo is 
mountainous, covered with green woods of small growth,and the soil scarce) y 
worth cultivating. 

Lake Kakashguataman, as well as its outlet, a~ far ;1') til<' \Vindigo, are 
surrounded by magnificent yalleys; though mountainous, they are of con
siderable extent toward the west. Therl' is an absPl1ce of white pine, but 
balsam, birch and tamarac exist in large quantities around the lake. 
On the other tributaries, to the north w~st of the Windigo, from the 30th 
mile, white pine and spruce are pretty abundant as far as the mouth of the 
ri,·er. The soil is a yelll)w loam, well adapted for culti v:ttion; on U1I' north 
west, four or five ranges might be laid out to ad\rantage when settlers havu 
reached thus far. For the same distance, but on the north east of the 
Windigo, there is sufficient good soil for the subdi ,·isio11 of two ranges, 
which would give an area of about 80,000 acres of arable land, comprised 
within the 30th and 54th miles of the scaling of the Windigo. ~()me gooel 
mill sites are situated at different points or the rinl' Wineligo, from its 
mouth to its source. 

Tht' land through which flows the north west branch is mostly levd 
as far as the 15th mile and appears to extend to the north east, as far as thl' 
Tange of mountains which enclose the river Windigo. The soil is a good 
yellow sandy loam, free from stones, and therefore well fit for culture. 
White pine anel spruce, particularly, are plentiful as far as the eve can reach, 
in every direction. 

Fires have extended their rantges also over the greater part of the 
territory drained by the north west branch of the Wineligo, from the 20th 
mile as far up as its source. The soil is sanely and stony and uufit for 
culti,ating. 

The tracts, which were exempt from fire, are wooded in harel and soft 
wood of fine growth. Good water powers are found in different places on 
this riYer. 

The country drained by the ~akastinowagamag tributary. coming' from 
the south west of the latter, coutains a great deal of timber. We find white 
pine and white spruce along this river. The soil is a rich yellow loam, 
and a black mould in the ravines, as also along the lake Kasaganabiskug 
tributary of the saiel river 

The Kakaninacashenewac, tributary of the same river, is enclosed with 
mountains on nearly all its course; mostly all the ground was burnt over; 
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certain s(,ctions, to the south west, exempt from fire, are covered with 
white spruce of medium size, and in rather great quantities. The soil is 
everywhere sandy and rocky. 

CoxcLusIO~.-The tract of land fit for colonization, traver3ed by the 
Salmon river and its principal tributaries, not including the township of 
Dp,meules already sun-eyed, has a frontage of about 12 miles, reckoning from 
the mouth of Salmon river, ascending the ri vel' Chamouchouan, by a depth of 
senll miles, making an area of 50,000 acres; there is besides this all the 
tract comprised between the river des Mousses, the ri,-er Franche and Salmon 
Tiver, enclosing an area of 60,000 acres, three fourths of which might 
be divided into lots. There is no white pine on Salmon river, or on any of 
its tTibutaries, but scrub or gray pine, of middlini" growth, is found in 
great abundance in several places. White spruce and tamarac are to be had 
in abundance on the tributaries of Salmon river. 

PORTAGE (IF THE RIVElt WINDIGO.-With the exception of some places 
crossed by the portage of the Windigo around th':1 lakes and along t.he tri
butaries of the ri ,Ter Franche, there is no timber fit for L:ommercial purposes. 
The soil, generally, all along this portage, is sandy and rocky; therefore 
useless for cultivation. 

RIVER ""YINDIGO AND IT" PRINCIPAL TRIBUTARIES. -From the mouth of 
the river Windigo to about as far as the 30th mile, comprising the principal 
branch and its tributaries, a thousand acres of land are fit for cultivation. 
On the remailld,'r of the Windigo river and its tribntaries, there is no land 
fit for culture, to form settlements. There is no white pine, but we find 
white spruce and tamarac in rather great quantities, on the way to its 
sources. There, the land seems more fit for cultivation. 'White pine is in 
rather great quantities, as also white spruce and tamarac, on the Windigo 
river and its tributaries, from its month, to about thirty miles, but not 
further 

(GederlU Gagnon, 1I:ith June, 187-1.) 
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RIVER MATAWIN AND ITS TRIBUTARIES. 

The scaling upon which I have the honor to report embraces a total 
length of about 86i miles, forming a superficies of about 7::l,000 square 
acres. 

Miles. Chains. 
Of this length, the river Matawin takes nineteen miles and 

twenty three and a half chains. ......... ......... ............ HJ 
River des Our:,:, five miles and twenty-one chains and two 

thirds ......... ...... ...... ...... ...... ......... ...... ......... ....... ;) 
River Antikaiagamak, fifty-one miles seventeen chains and 

a half......... ......... ......... ......... ......... ....... ............ 51 
Creek d'lsaie, eight miles and sixty chains"................... :-: 
River Shawinegan ........................................... "......... 2 

Total length ... ...... ...... ......... ...... ..... i:\G 

17~ 
130 

RIVER MATAWIN.-I noted nine rapids or cascades covering a total 
length of about 6~ miles. The fall of the Litte Grande ~Iere, which is 
about 30 feet high, is the largest. From the foot of the falls of the Galet. 
lower down, an extensive bnlJe hereinafter described is the first thing seen. 

Apart from the shore line of the rapids, which is more or less steep and 
rocky, the banks of the Matawin show alluvial tracts in the form ot wild 
meadows, extending back in some places for a depth of half a mile. Below 
the river Antikaiagamak, the southern bank of the Matawin is covered with 
continuous groves of young pine, as far as the rapid des Cinq, skirting the 
heig-hts which are clothed with hardwood on a clay soil. Tht' river 
Matawin abounds with pike, pickerel and ouatose. 

RIVER DES OURS. -This creek adjoins the bride already mentioned. 
There are some pine groves on it and a good deal of young spruce on 
hillocks of yellow loam. 

CRAPAUD CREEK.-This creek Jeads to a large swamp wooded with 
tamarac and showing beaver meadows here and there. Below this, on the 
Matawin, is the rapid de Cran, which is bordered by yellow loam lands. 

RIVER ANTIKAIAGAMAK.-The sources of this river are close to a chain 
of bare mountains, which can be seen at a distance of six miles off and 
around which extends a vast brule, the western end of which I did not 



discover. Along the course of this river, there are extensive wild meadows 
and especially on the lake of the same name. 

ThIs river has three falls. The one above the lake of the same name is 
only remarkable for its height. This lake, which is barely higher than the 
level of the waters of the Matawin. into which it empties by a navigable 
,·hal1np1. abounds with pike. A ,-ery light white clay is one of its notable 
features. On the branch which issues from Weasel lake (lac it la Belette), 
there are~onw pine groves, but the commonest wood on this riYer is white 
birch. 

I"uE CHEEK.-The pine here has been recently worked. There are 
~ome good yellow loam and day lands. 

In general, this territory seemed to me fitted for settlement. 

(James Barnard, 26th January, 1888.) 



QUEBEC, PORTNEUF & BATISCAN DISTRICTS 

COUNTRY BETWEEN THE J.\C(~UE8 l'AWl'IER AND UATI:-lC.\N RIVER:-l. 

I began this exploration on the north west side of the Jacques Cartier 
Tiver and at about two miles to the north east of the south west line of the 
seigniory of St. GabrieL At this point, the banks of thp, river are very high, 
especially on the north west side, but are of arable soil of good quality. 
The prevailing timber is composed of maple, birch, beech, ha:,;sw()od, :-;prw:p 
and fir. Once the summit of the river bank is reached, the ground 
becomes more level for the space of a quarter of a mile; after which its 
surface grows irregular, there is less hard wood, and the land i:-; inferior to 
the preeeding. About j wo miles from the J a.::ques Cartier river lip;; lake 
SL Michel, which is about a mile long, by two thirds ot' a mile wide and 
near which there are some small rocky hills the prevailing forest growth 
being balsam, spruce and white birch. About a half mile from thi:-: lake, 
the timber is mixed and the land pretty good, although it shows some 
small rocks here and there. About two miles from lake ~t, .Michel is lake 
Tantari, which is about t\yO miles long by half a mile wide and which is 
stocked with excellent trout. It is the principal source of the ri vel' aux 
Pins and is surrounded by rocky clill~, except at its north western end, 
w here its banks are lower and the rocks disappear. 

Beyond this lake, there are four other smaller ones within the space of 
a mile which render the :-;urface of the land irregular; but the soil is arable 
and probably good. The predominating timber is spruce, balsam, white 
birch and alder. The ground continues the same as far as a large brook flow
ing with much rapidity to the wpst. The distance between the brook and 
the Jast lake is a mile aud three quarters. Between this brook and the river 
TouryaJi, there is a large mountain, the top of which is conred with rocks 
which vary in height and superficies; but its flanks on both sides are of 
cultivable soil. The timber here is birch, white birch, :>prn,'e and bal;;am. 

The riYer Touryali is one of the principal branches of the river 
~t. Ann and flows over a rocky bed with much swiftness towards the 
north west. The valley in which it winds is about an acre and a half in 
width, but, in approaching the St. Ann, the high banks fall away and leave 
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it a free passage, so that its valley widens out to seven or eight acres and 
is composed of good culti,able soil. 

From this ri,er, the ground rises a good deal and thus continues by 
steps for about two miles, the land on these terraces being arable and 
co,ered with mixed hard'wood of all kinds. At the end of these two miles, 
there is a chain of rocky headlands extending for a mile and a half from south 
east to north west, and intersected by a numher of small lakes, of great 
depth, \"hose waters flow towards th,' river St Ann. Starting from the 
last of these lakes, there is a big mountain to descend for about a mile,with 
se,eral very steep steps. About midway on this mountain, the land becomes 
arable and is fairly good. At the foot of the mountain, flows the ri,er st. 
Ann, about one acre and a third wide, over a rocky bed and with much 
rapidity. It winds through a small valley, hounded on the north west 
side by the Talayarde mountain, which is simply a bare, barren rock of con
siderable height. This mountain is broken by a stream about 00 feet wide, 
which hurls itself oyer the rocks with great rapidity and loses itself in the 
St. Ann, at about a quarter of a mile to the south west. At about a mile 
on the top of this mountain, I found thlee small lakes, surrounded by rocks, 
and discharging their waters towards the south. From the river St Ann 
to these lakes, the surface lR very irregular and strewn with rocks, the 
timber being balsam, spruce and white birch. From these lakes, to the 
third ri\-er St Ann, there is about four miles and a half. Within this space, 
the ground is mostly co\-ered with ro<.;ks, which vary in height and super
ficies and between which there are some pieces of cultivable land, but of 
small extent and mediocre quality, except near the latter ri ,-er, where below 
the hi~h bank, on the south east side, there is O"ood deal of cultivable soil 

" '" between the rocks in the bank. This third ri,-er St Anu is an ane wide, 
flo'wing oYer a bed of large stones and with much swiftness towards the 
south. The timber on the rocky headlands consists of stunted spruce, balsam 
and white birch. 

At the end of these fiye and a half miles I beO"an to cross towards , "" 
the south \\est alld so continued about six miles. Within this space of 
ground, I al \Ya}"s met the same chain of headlands. About halfway, I met a 
large mountain 'w hich appeared to trend from north to south. On its western 
slopes, I found senral small lakes and at the end of the six miles, I came' 
across a branch of the rinr Batiscan, called the river a Pierre, 60 feet wide, 
flowing oyer a bed of large boulde!"s and with much rapidity toward the 
west. Thence I followed an almost south east direction to come out at 
Fossambault. 
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From this river, the ground rises considerably, and at about three q uar
ters of a mile, I found two small lakes, which discharg-e into river ;\ Pierre 
and are surrounded by high rocks, and. at about three miles from riyer a 
Pierre, I met a large mountain apparently trending from north east to 
south west and diyiding the waters flowing into the Batiscan from those 
flowing into the St. Ann. At the foot of this mountain, there are two 
small rock-bordered lakes; bnt at a distance of about two miles from these 
lakes, the mountains become more regular and begin to descend by terraces, 
sloping' towards the east. The rocko; disappear and the soil is arable. Th,' 
timber consists chiefly of maple, birch, beech, spruce and birch. 

The same kind of ground continues to the third ri,-er St. Ann. which 
flows over a bed of large stones with a little rapidity towards the south. 
The valley in which it winds is about two or three acres wide and the land 
in it is of good quality. the principal forest growth being ash. elm, poplar 
and alder. The bank on the south east side is yery high, but in a regular 
and gradual way; then, the surface grows irregular, but the soil is of good 
quality. The timber consists of maple, beech, birch, spruce and balsam. 
The same ground continnes to the river St. Ann, which flows slowly 
over a bed of gravel and contains several islands of some size and of good 
soil. The valley in which it winds is about foul' to five acres in width; 
then commence the great banks on the south west side of the said ri,-er. 
These are not yery high and are composed of good soil for a distanc8 of 
about two miles from the river, when several small lakes are met, 
near which are ~ome small broken hills, and between which are some 
pieces of good arable land. Between these lakes and lake St. Joseph, 
there is a regular swell of good land. The timber consists of m~ple, 
birch, beech, &c. I then went down to the mill of Fossambault and 
thence bsgan to ascend towards the north west, near the seigniorial line 
between Fossambault and Bourg Louis. Starting from the last settlements 
of the seigniory of Fossambault, the ground is almost horizontal as far as 
lake Sergent, except near the different little streams. There are some small 
valleys in which the prevailing forest growth is composed of cedar, spruce, 
balsam, ash and alder. On the levelland, the timber is composed of birch, 
beech, maple, spruce and balsam. The land is of good quality. Lake Sergent 
is surrounded by low lands, except on the north west side, where there is a 
gradual rise for about a mile. The ground then slop~s to the north west and 
there is a small rocky hill to descend at the foot of which flows a large 
brook towards the south west. After ascendinO' the north west bank the b , 

ground is found to be level as far as the discharge of Seven Islands lake, 



which i~ the principal branch of thl' river I'ortneuf. Its banks are some
what high. Ddween lake :)t"r!:"t'nt and lakl' Sept Isles (:::\>\"\:>n J:slands) the 
1 lid is ex"dlent the preyailiug: timber on the heights being maple, beech, 
birch, sprm'\' and balsam au(l, on the Rats, spruce, cedar, ash, balsam and 
alder. From ISaid discharge in the rin'r Portneuf, th .. ground rises gradu
;J lly for about j hYl'e q narters of' a mile, after \Y hich it h'!lins to slope towards 
the rinr St Ann, and, at a short distanl'c, there is a ~\\';ill1P of half a mile 
to be <TOf;scd, the snrface of which i,-; Hat ;ilId the ,',oil bad. Beyond this 
::;wamp, the land :lg'ain be<'omps g'ood and continues ~o, gradually descending 
to the riwr:'t. Ann. TIlt' prevailing' timber b< n\'l.'ell tlh' ri\","r,~ Portneuf 
;'ild Sl. Ann is birdl, :-;prW.'l·, 1):d,~;lln and alder, and the dist~1ll"" is about 

two miles. 

Tbl' ri\'er ~t Ann here llo'vvs slo\\'ly over a ]J,·d of gra\"c·j all(l ,'ontains 
",~\"~ral islands of considerable "izl' and "x,'ellent :o-uil. The "all,·y in which 
it will<l~ i.-; about 5 alTes widp, and it:-; banb <Ire not hi!2,'h-that on the 
w.rth wp:o-t ~idl' l)l'iJl~' a littl,] hi~'I}I'r than the other. 011"(' on top of this 
lxmk, tIll' ~T(.l\lld i" h"rizontal 10 the third ri\"er, where tlll'l'l' i~ also a hill 
of nwd i um jwi:.,;ll t to dl'~' 'l'll<l, :1 t till' ji 10 1 of w hi('h a \"ery fine ,"aliey spreads 
tJUt. belm',· n'a, hill!.!' this third l'il"(·r. which Hows slowly oyer a bed of 
gran·l and in ",hidl therl' are al.,() s<"\""l'al i,;]alHl.-; of ~'vo(l size' and soil. 
Th" di"lan('e IJt'lW\J,"1l the t\\'(J ]a"t rj\"~'rs i" about two miles and is com
pO~l-'d of good qnalit~- land ",,\·,'r,'cl with mapll", ],in'h, beech, :-:pruce and 
j,~;ls:Jm. 

1'11<' ballk lilt thl' 1Iorth w""t "j.Je, ])(>l'<l,·rill!.!' thi,.: third nn:'1', IS some
what hi!:!'h awl st,·t'P; but. (llI"C a""(!lidl.'d, the ~'j'oulld be<'ollll':; again level 
tor abont a mile, whell it ]H'~'ill" t.o "lop(' towardlS the north \\'.';;t for half a 
m:le, \\'11l'11 a smalll'in·r (If·W feet wid,' is met, Howing rapi,lly over a bed 
ullar:!.'\~ "tolle:-: 111\\'ard~ tlw l';[:-t. TIl<' ,g'l'ol1lHI lWII\'e"ll the two last rin'r,; 
j:; g,)od <I}Hl the timber cUll~i:-l~ of mapl!:', l,irch, h,·" .. h, &". On the north 
Wt'st ~idl" of thilS ~mall riYer, there is a It''a\"y hill to ascend and descend at 
:il.ont half a mile from tlw riy\,l', I '1gain lllet this stream coming from the 
Wirth wlwre i1 i:-; skiriul on ih ,\"(·:;t "ill,' by a steep mountain, which I 
;lscendl'd ohliquely. and the summit of which is crowned with rocks. Here 
elld the arable lands of the ri\"er St. Ann. After descending this mountain, 
~. was (Jbliged to a",'end allother and, lastly, at t};le distance of .. q. miles 
:"";lll the hst little ri,rer, I he~';lll to fall upon small lakes, of which I met 
,1 ve in the spal'l' of ;) ~ miles, snrroundecl and separated from each other by 
bare rocky dill's, extremely high and steep. The waters of these flow 

·wardis the south ,,'est. On the north west side of the last, there is a heavy 



mountain co,·ered o,·er with small rocks which render its surface irregular. 
There is about a mile amI a half to the crossing, at the foot of \Y hich pabses 
the river Ferre, 60 feet wide, flowing very swiftly over a ro,j.;:r b,~u towards 
the north west till it loses itself in Long lakt~. This ri ,·er is h ,rd'T"j on the 
north west by a great diff, the summit of whi"h i,-; Jht for about h:df a 
mile; there is then a heayy ridge to as '."11(1, with a ,·ery un"\'I'1l sumlnit; 
and, at about two miles from the river Ferre, begins a dt'~wellt. which is 
extremelv steep and which continnes for about a milP, while, at its foot, 
passes thl' ri,Ter des A uinaies, :;0 t;!t't wide, fl()\\'ill~' towards the we,,,t with 
a very slow ('luren! onr a be'd of sand. It rises in a lakl~ a short distall';p 
to the east and loses itself in another to thl~ \ypst at about the same distanl;e 
and then flows toward the Batiscan. 

The monn tain separating this small ri ,Tel' from the ri WI' F CITe fon~s the 
heiO'ht of land between the :-;t. Ann and the Blti,,"an. On th~ north \Vl~stern o . 

slope of thi,; mountain, abo',lt one half of the gTullncl could be cultivated 
and is 1m·tty good land. The timber consi;;b,; of maple. hirdl. ,"prnl'" and 
balsam. The ri \'er des Aulllaies winds through a small "alley of good land 
in which there ,nl' many alders. L'~a\'illg this ri,·,'r. thert:' i;; a lar~'I' monnt
ain which rises gradually, and the top of which is IL.t e:lOugh aud is about 
half a mile wide; there is then a slow d"sI'ent and at a distance of 1k mile 
plsses a large brook 1l0win~' westward, On thi,; last mountain, abont a 
third of the ground may h~ culti,~ated. B8twl'lm t he small ro,·ks 011 its 
surfact>, th,~ gro\Vil1~' timber is nu;)I,'. h'Jch. bir,;h, spral~e and baham. Ua 
the north w,'st sidel of this larg<l brook, th;~rd is also a hig'h mOllni-lin, with 
a y~~ry ro 'ky SnrL\I'I~ and cloth"d with poor timber. On th~ north west 
slope, I pa~sed between two sm'tll lak,''i, which .Ii.; :h:trg,~ into the ]'in~r des 
Aulnaies. 0:1 the north west side of th'~"d hke:-;, the gronnl] rises slowly for 
about half:t mile, when it b"~omes flat for a third I,l' a mil,·; there is then 
a sharp d,::';I:ellt to the north, at the foot of wlii,;!l plsses the ri\~er a Pierre, 
which is also a branch of the Ihtiscan, and flo\vs n~ry slowly 0\·,,]' a bed 
of sand ill a deer channel th1'ou~h a fine ,~alley of good land. At the point 
whe1'9 I slrn,']( this ri,~er thlm~ aw thr,'e s:n:Llllak"s whieh gin~ it a mnl:h 

greater wi,lth than it m:lintains during th,~ ],I.',t ()f ils cour,~(', On the last 
mountain passed o'·er, at least one half of t hi' ground can be culti "ated
the soil j, ·illC\· of good quality, and the timber consisting of birch, In(~ch, 
spruce allu balsam. The distance bi~twl~'>ll the river des Anlnaies alld the 
point at which I struck the river it Pierre is about 7 or 8 miles. 

In the lower part of the last lake on the ri n'r a Pierre is the mouth of 
the ri,Te1' Lincheqne, 80 feet wide, flowing ,·ery slowly oYer a bed of sand. 
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From rinr a Pierre, the land rises by degrees for about a mile and then 
slopes gradually to the north \Yest for about t\yO miles and a half At the 
foot of this descent runs the riYer Batiscan, with a width of 2! acres, 
flowing slowly southward over a bed of gra,'el, in a valley two or three 
acres wide. The ground between the rivers a Pierre and Batiscan is nearly 
all ~1l"able and the soil of g"'oc1 quality-the prentilillg timber being' maple, 
beech, birch, Spl HI (, and balsam. 

The temperalnre ~l'('m'i to be wanner on the Batiscan than on the St. 
Ann, bel'aut>e the ~~Ulll' IHnds of fruits, \Y hich were green on th! latter 
",}]('1I'"1 crossed it, W(!H' ripe when I reached the former, which indicates a 
difference of at le;lI)t a fortnight in the season, which may be attributed to 
th,' bct that the Batiscun flows in a much lower chanll(~l than the St. Ann. 

The nlley on the north wpst side of the BatisC'an is bordered by a 
small ridge. the ground then ri::;ing' by degr\'es. The soil is of good quality 
and ~l1'<ILk for about 2t milt,s, after w hic'h the surface is broken ~ 'y rock
eo,'ered mountains. In this mountain chain, I found three slU:t!1 la.;:es 
surround\'d by Y\'ry e;tt'ep hills. Oil the north "'c'st sid· of these lakes, there 
j" a h\'av)' mountain to be a:-;("l'nclt'd and descended with a stiff ::;lop", at the 
foot (>1' which pa8ses th" ri,rer Propre, 90 feet wide, flowing ycry swiftly 
o,'er a bed of large stones between two large mountains. The distance 
between this stream and the Batiscan is about 10 miles. But there are only 
about 3 miles from the Batiscan that the land is arable; in the other 3 
miles, there ~lre also some piE'ces that might be cultiyated, but they are of 
limited extent. 

L"<l,.·iug' the ri'-er Propre, I wellt south and, at a distanee of abuut three 
miles, I met a small lake. and, another mile further south, I p:1s,;"d between 
two other slJ1all ones, The \":IL'1"S of these lakes discharge to the ",!~st, and 
they are snrroundl,d by large mountains nearly all of which are covered 
with rocks. Between the ri\rer Pl'opre and these lakes, there is very little 
culti,'able land between the bjulders whi,:h strew the surface. The timber, 
howenr, is pretty good, principally on the mountain slopes. The same 
kind of land extends to another small lake, about -1 miles from the two last 
mentioned, and whi·h also discharges to the w('st. I next took the direc
tion of LOllg: lake, which lies to the south west or thereabouts, and, after 
leaxing this lake, I crossed a mountain on the summit of which there are 
some small rocks h':'T2 and there, when the ground bJgins to sioPJ to the 
river Batiscan and continues to descend by degrees to the yalley of that 
nyer. 
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Along the whole of this long descent, the ground is cultivable and the 
soil pretty good; the timber on the slopes is maple, birch, beech, spruce 
and balsam and, on the fiats, ash, aspen, spruce, balsam and alder. Several 
small brooks water this section. The valley in which the Batiscau flows 
is about 7 or 8 acres \vide, and the soil is good, the timber being ash, 
aspen, poplar, elm and alder; the:'", are also some pines here and there. The 
low banks of the river are of clay, with the exception of an oH>rlying bed 
of sand, 15 to 18 inches thick. I'll<' riYer is yery J(~l'P and flows with an 
extremely slow current at this pLwe. On the south (~ast side, the ground 
rises by degrees for a distance of about 3 miles, and the land is of good 
quality, the timber being nearly the same as on the north west side. 

A large mountain occurs at the end of these three miles, rising regularly 
and co,'ered on the summit with small rocks, which render th,~ ground, 
almost uncultivable. On the south elst flank of this mountain, I pa'N'd 
between two small lakes bordered by rocks of medium height, which extend 
for about a mile. I then found m Y:SI' If on the we:stern fllllk of a Ln~"~ moun
tain of arable soil, except on its summit where th'r8 are small sl'attered 
rocks, which render its surf:we unt~\'en. It abuts 011 the upper enJ of Long 
Lake, which is about;j miles inle;l~·th by 1 in wiJth at its widest point. It 
abounds with excellent fish and is surrounded by high lands, but which 
rise by degrees, the soil being arable an:! of pretty good quality. The timber 
is generally composed of maple, birch, beech, spruce and nalsam. 

This lake is the principal sourC'J of Black river (ri"iere Noire) which is 
about two thirds of an acre wide, fl )wing over a bed of stones and gravel 
with some swiftness and discharging into the St. Ann ill the sei~'lliory of 
Grondines. This little river runs ia a v,llley from ~ to ;~ acres wide, bor
dered on each side by high banks, but which ri"e by degrees and are of 
gooc! arable soil. The timber on the high grounds consist::; of maple, birch, 
beech, spruce and balsam and, on the ilats, of ash, aspen, poplar, spruce, 
balsam and alder. I went down by the west side of Black river to the first 
settlements on the river St. Ann and in the seignory of Grondines, whence 
I proceeded to the furthest settlements Oil the Batiscull river and in the 
seig-niory of St. Ann, where I got a canoe and aseended the Batiscan to the 
foot of the great currents, a distance of about 75 miles from the river St. 
Lawrence. 

The part of the river which passes through the seigniories of St. Ann 
and Grondines is nearly straight; it has five falls, between which the 
current is slow and generally deep-the course being from north to south. 
Its banks are low, except near the falls, where they are somewhat high. At 



about 3t miles above the seignory of Grondines, I started to explore the 
country to the north west of the river for a depth of 7 or 8 miles. Starting 
from the river, there is a valley 4 or 5 acres wide, then the ground rises 
gradually for about 2! miles, after which it rises by degTees and the steps 
or terraces are somewhat steep, especially at the end of the 7 or 8 miles; 
but the land is cultivable all over and of pretty good quality, the timber 
consisting of birch, beech, ash, spruce. balsam, &c. I then continued to 
ascend the riYer from the seigniory of Grondines to the mouth of the river des 
Aulnaies; it runs generally towards the north east. winds a good deal and 
has a valley of 8 or !1 acres wide. Its low banks are composed of blue 
clay covered by a bed of fine sand. It flows generally over a bed of mud 
and sand with a yery slow current between seyeral falls which also occur 
in this part. 

Aboye the rin·r des Aulnaies, it trends northward in a generally 
straighter direction; its small banks being' always the same and its yalley 
retaining the same ,vidth to the mouth of the river Pro pre, where its high 
banks commence to come closer together and the small ones are sandy, 
with large stones scattered here and there; it also becomes more rapid. At 
the mouth of the riyer a Pierre, the small banks are higher and the valley 
which is embraced within the two larger ones is no more than two or 
three acres wide. On these large banks, small rocks begin to appear here 
and there and they are steeper and higher. At the foot of the great currents, 
the banks come close to the water's edge. and, in the river itself, there are 
many large rocks. The rinr flows very s\yiftly over a bed of large stones. 
Here, I discontinued ascending it and :-turted to explore L1e country on 
both sides, proceeding as perpendicularly as possible to the river. I began 
by going up on the east side. For a distance of about two miles, I met a 
great many hills of some height upon which there only grow stunted 
spruce and balsam. Then the big mountains commence, rising by 
degrees and falling away in the same manner, when they are broken by 
streams, at about 6 miles east of the mountain bordering the river Lin
cheque, on the north ea8t side, which is wry high and steep. Among the 
last mountains just passed, there are some pieces of arable land between the 
smaller rocks. on the E>urface of these hills, among a great deal of loose 
stones. The timber consists chiefly of birch, bouleau. spruce and balsam. 
Between the rocks which are everywhere along the Bastiscan river, there 
are also some small pieces of culti "able land, but so limited as to be 
unworthy of attention for agriculture. 



I then recognized that I was at the end of the arable lands in the 
yicillityof this riYer, and I nex.t went up the w\~st side. Starting from the 
river, there are some rocky hills to bJ crossed, som,) of which are ,err 5teep; 
at a distance of about two miles, there are still stilt"r. and at two miles alid 
a half I passed by the southern extremity of a small lak.~ ~nrrounded on 
all sides by very high and steep headlands. Hal [' a mile from this lake, I met 
another still smaller, also surrounded by .!,!,Teat cliffs allil at two thirds of:~ 
mile from the latter begin'> a "I'ry sh~trp descent of half a mil" at the foot 
of which passes the ri\'er du Porla~"" !II) r'Jet wide, flo wi Il!!,' 1)\'l!r a bed of 
large stones, rapidly and towa.rds th\~ south, The distanl'" Iwl weell L1l1' two 
rivers is about six miles, but only on the first two milp~ from the Batiscau 
are any pieces of cultivable land found, between till' rocks which cover 
five-sixths of this surface. The timber, on these culti"able pi",'es, is bouleau. 
birch, balsam and spruce, whik on the cliff.'i bet V\Teen the ri \'e1'.-;, it is 
stunted and of poor quality. 

Starting' from the ri,'er du Portage, there Is a.nothl~r Jar!!,'" mountain 
which rises by degrees for a distallGl' of about two miles, and is ,'on'red 
with rocks. After these two miles, I met a cha.in of r,"~ks of ditr,~rent 
heights and size crossing each oth'~r in all dirediolls, and betw!.'t'lt 
which there are a great many lakes, and I continued ahng this ridge for 
about 8 miles to the north west of the river du Porta!!,'!.', wh.~rl· I met lake 
Clair, which is about ~ miles long', and the waters of ",hidl appeared to 
me to run towards the river St. ~lauri,'~. B~tweell the riv,'1' du POl·tag-l' 
and lake Clair, I found no arable land and the wood on the hei~'hts i, 
infclrior stuff. I then also recogniz ',1 that I had rea,'lll'd t lll' ellll of the cult~
vable lands in the vicinity of the ri,'er Dah:-wan. I thereup"n stopped thE' 
exploration and returned to Quebec without other interruption. 

The r"gion which is bouu,led to the south east by th0 ~,'igllil)l'i,',,; of 
Jacques-Cartier, Bourg Louis, Fr).~,ambault and other,.;; to th,~ ~outh west 
by Perthuis; to the north west by a high chain of hill~, and to the north 
east by :-st. Gabriel, contains 89,,)0) acres. but, of this tract of land, about :JI. 

third is covered with rocks, lea\-ing; 59,867 acres, and making; 590 lots of 100 
acres each and a small balance. The country bounded to the north east by 
the seigniory of Perthuis, to the south east by Deschambault, La,~heYrotiere 
and La Tesserie, to the south west by Grondines. and to the north west by 
the rear line of the culti vable lands con taius 140,800 acres; but about onE' 
quarter of this is rendered barren by the small rocks scattered here and 
there over its surface, leaving 10;j,GOO acres, and making 10513 lots of 100 



490 

acres each. And the section bounded to the south west by the seigniory 
of Perthuis, to the north west and north east by the rear line ot the cultiv
able lands, and to the soath east by the chain of he::.dlands contains 115,200 
acres; but about one half of thi" surface is eo\'ered with small rocks, so 
that there only remain ;;7.600 nl~res net, making 57610ts of 100 acres each. 

The total number of lots is ~,~~0, which could form four good parishes. 

(J.-P. Pmulx, 26th December, 18~!J.) 

cueJ'\TRY BETWEEX :'-!T. IL\.L\IOXD AXD LAKE EDWARD. 

Your letter of instructions. dated 4th February last, respecting the 
exploration and tra"in~' of that part of th,; proposed railway from Quebec 
to Lake ;-;t. John, comprised between St. Raymond and the south part of the 
Island of lake Edward reached me before I had completed t.he Ycrification 
surveys and explorations in the yalley of th.' riyer Batiscan. 

1. I began the exploration of the railway route proper, at the foot of 
the Island of lake Edward, at about twenty chains north of the 51st mile 
post on the eastern bank of the river Batiscan, exactly opposite the junction 
of the riYer Jeanotte. A square post, duly inscribed, marks the startiug point. 

I made a carefnl examination of both banks of the Batiscan as I pro
ceeded down wards as far as the river ?lr"~'uick, a considerable tributary 
flowing in from the south east; and established that the eastern bank is 
the most suitable for the lJ~l"sclg·.· of the line, and in consequence the trees 
were blazed un the g-eneral course, so that uo mistake might be made later 
on III th(· localization. This space measures a bout fi \'e miles, the level of 
the first two miles being forty [l'et and that of the other three twenty feet 
lower than the starting point. 

2. Before continuing the exploration along the Batiscan, I visited the 
valley of the ri,er ~regnick in order to become well acquainted with it 
and to judge if I might return to it later Oll. Starting from the mouth of 
this stream, \Y hich is sinuous, flowing over a smooth bed of considerable 
width, we crossed it, proceeding towards the south, and following a wide 
opening for a couple of miles, we came upon lake Bellevue, which is of a 
circular form and a diameter of about fifteen hundred yards. An isolated 
promontory juts out on the eastern shore, but not far enough to interfere 
with the line. 
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To the south of the lake, the opening above mentioned continues in a 
south easterly direction, and following it for five miles, brings us to a 
branch of the river Meguick, which winds about on our left. Ascending 
the course of this stream we reached its head, after having" left on both sides 
other branches of more or less size, but flowing in differ.~nt directions. Over 
these twelye miles or thereabouts from the mouth of the :IIeguick, no great 
difficulty is met with, the level i·ises regularly to about ~:20 fed above that 
of the Batiscan: the passage is in some places narrow, bnL sufficienly wide 
for the rail way. The ground is cle,ll· of rocks an l easy b work. 

From the source of this branch of the Meguic.:k arises also another 
stream, flowing in an opposite direction, or towards the south, facilitating 
our progress: we followed it to its confluence with the north branch of the 
river Pierre, another tributary of the Batiscan. This stream is about three 
miles long and from fi \7e to ten links wide. On the first mile fro:n the 
source, the hills 011 either side, approaching· each other suddenly, are almost 
united by the boulders d·tach"d from their flanks; the stream, however, 
still finds a passage. These detached rocks are in some places piled upon 
each other, while other spaces are left clear, facilitating the (k~clmt to the 
river Pierre, where the level is about a hundred feet lower than at the 
source of the stream, and where these boulders are the only difficulty to be 
met with. 

Looking towards the south from the banks of the riYer Pierre, the aspect 
of the country indicates level ground, while a chain of mountains in the 
distance extends to the north east and south WI)st, but do.'s not approach 
the rryer until fi\'e or six miles lowl!r down. Those on the north west "ide 
approach and lecede from its sinuous course for about an equal distance. 

The principal branch of the riYer Pierre flows thr()u~h the k~\rel coun
try aboye mentioned and joins the main river a little lo\Y,~r down than the 
mouth of the stream last explored. On proceeding up this south branch, 
three small lakes are met with in the space of two milc~s, and in the fine 
land surrounding them the beginning of a settlement has been made by the 
Messrs. Bennett. A space of at least fifty acres has befm put under cultiva
tion, and a two story house and depot some sixty feet long sel"\'es as a store 
for the numerous surrounding camps. The oats grown 011 this farm have a 
fine appearance and are of good quality if we m ly judge from the samples 
left in the sheds of the establishment. The cultivable land in this locality 
may be estimatt'd at about eight to ten thousand acres. 



:3. Leaying thi,; part of our exploration ~hiue for the mOI11I'I1t. we 
returned to the month of the .Jlegnick and followed the course of the prin· 
cipal branch of this ri \-er for some distance upwards, but, finding that its 
:;elleral direction lay too mnch to the north east, we abandoned this part to 
,'xplore t 11<' Batiscan d",nl ""ards to the settlel1l"ll t-; in the townships of Mon. 
huban and Cha\'iglly. 

4. For the fir;;1 "j<rht mil.,s, t'sp",:ialh' on th·, :-nuth east bank of the 
ri,'er, the land is fa,-,)rable for the pas:,;a";8 of:l rail \Y'l~-. L'I\V,'r down, the 
Ulwyen shore and 1 he freq [lent and ;;udden CUlTl':,; pr"';L'llt som,~ diffi,:ultie.;. 
but not such as to be in:>urmol1ntable. Before taking- l~'~l\'e of this sPJt. I 
may mention that a pa-;s in the monntains called III .!Jfillde cOlllee leads 
(:irectl y to the ri nor Pierre and prl':"'1l is no difficult)". D~scending the ri \",'1', 

the land becomes more e\" .. n. and at the tenth mile the b:1.nl\:, resum' their 
original asped, and so continlw with o"casion:ll interruptions of s:~ep 
shores, ('illl,'r nn Olle' siJy or the other, as far as the 22nd mill' at the mouth 
of the ri'-"r Pi .. IT,'. whi:·h dis"h:\r~-,'s itself on the south east I'ide of the 
B3.tiscan. From hel'<' t <) the parish of ]'fat r.'- Dall1" d,'s A Ilg.-s, the s~\"enth 

portage of the rin>l ];atis,~an, the cOllntrv is ,-"ry l~lyorable for the projeded 
work and the soil i, uf excellent quality, 

50. In order In bec<lllli' acquainted with the \·al1.-v of the chid hLIll,·h 
of the riYer Pierre, \\-,~ rdul'lled to the road which lpads to Mr. Bennett's 
depot, abon~ the j()rks, "xplorillg both banks to abo\"(~ the depot. ~o serious 
difficulty ol'l'nrs in ~tll this distance; the land ll"in~' ~-"Iwrally lenl and of 
eX"I'Il"llt quality. nnt a mile aboye the depot, the '-~lllt'ycloses in suddenly, 
leavill~ only a rou~h and brob'lJ bed through vyhieh the pent up wders 
rush in a torrent. Th 'r,~ i~ a dilf'~r'~llce of lC\'el 0'1 th~ last mil" <lr on~r a 
hundred fed, and no improYell1t'nt. tak"s pial',' for at l":lst a milc further. 

Returning to th,· ri,-cr Datis('Hn, WI' made a minnt<_' examination of the 
mountains and ~:or,::'es bordering th,) river Pierre 011 the south east, and 
exactly at the ;W:lt bend which it mt];;:,'s to\\~,tl'ds th~ north \V,'st, at about 
four miles from it:-< mouth, a nearly In-,·l P:l";S I'ds to the ri,-er Noire, a 
tributary of the St. Anll, It>~s than a mile distant. The height from the 
depot to the great bell,l is ahont seT"nty fed" the di'itall"'~ six mile.~, and 
the ground ell:,;\" and off,'rillg' no obs(a..]es. 

6. This branch of the rinr Noil'() which we explored HowlS between 
two parallel chains of mountains, lying fifteen to twenty chains apart. and 
runs towards the~.~. E. to lake Montauball, four mil.,s further; the differ

(1 of leyel in th"se four miles is sixty feet and the grade uniform. Lake 
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Montauban, which we explored from the ~west side, where the ball!;:"; do not 
present many serious difficulties, may be abo (·xamined on the east side, by 
leaviu'" these bank~ on the first mile after crossing t]lf' north east atRnent, 
contin~inl)' alonl)' the \Yest side of the di')charg-e, b_'hind Low~' lake whiGh o 00 

we coast on the :,;alW' ::;id,' as far <1"; ~Iol1ntaill Bay at ahout twu miles from 
the point where the ahoY\' atHnent falls intI) the lab·, 

If the UlWyell land, the p,'rp'~ndicnlar C:lP"" :200 feet high and the walls 
of rock which line the shores of Lon~' lake 0\,<'1' a (listan,·,· of at Itlast a mile 
were found only on one ::;i(le, I ~wou]d h~w,~ contillul',L the exploration of 

this rinr to its fall into the gn'at valley of the ::;t. LlWl'ell<'\', :';"\'eral miles 
lower down; but thi:,; ronte being too costl~', we l'xa!llill,~d another pas"a~'l', 
less broken but, extending' ~\ littl,· more to t.he \\'e:,t; l1tat is to say, we fol-
10,Yed the valley of the river Dlan..Jw, whi .. h w.~ l'I~a.·It .. ,l by jt"ulltaill Bay, 
bet\oreen which and the lake u1' :-'.·Vt'n Islands, a bl>lt of lirs, sixty ,:hains 
alTOs~. and qui te ll~\'el, ~dl; ,reh all ('as:; passa'-\·,· o\'e1' t hi' heigh t of land. 

7. From the la!;:.> of ~('nm hLuub 1'I'U,·,·."lillg' dOW!l the ri \'1'1' Blanche, 
there are lJl) gn'at difficulties ill the \\'~ly of j'('a"hill~' ~I, Alb,tll; allll a pa.-:.,> 
a little to the ea:-,t i:-; at least ;1.-: fu\'ul';lbll'; thl3 g)'(·;tt,~.-:t ditt~l'ellce of level 

. being two hundred tt'd on'r thn'e miles oj' tlll' d"~"ent to the smooth 
yalley of the :-'L La\n'>llc,', From St. Alban following' the ]);t:;c of the 

mountain either on the 110rth UI' south side of the ri ""I' :-;t. Ann, the ground 
is most fayorable for the construction ot a rail way 3" bl' as St. Raymond, 
where rily exploration terminated. From :~l, ~\Jb;UI tll ~t. I~aymond, the 
lewlri..-(' . .., a hUllChed j',.L"t in the Sll:\,·,· of tweh'e or Jilt""ll mil,·::;. 

:-: In order, ho\\'eyer, to l)('collll' personally S11re of th.· p(>~::;ibility of a 
din't line, I t'xplon"~ with this view the yallvy or til:' riYer Jacob up to 
the ~(t11ln' of the ri\'er. 

To reach lake Simon, two different routes offer th('ll1selvt's, both quite 
practi"~,ble; but beyond that to the heiQ'ht of land tIll' ri"," is over a Lun
dred fpet in hali' a mile, illl']'easing' as \\'e near the summit. 

Considering the laiene:,;,,; of the season, the small I:'tu"k ot' pronslOlls 
remaining, the fatigue of four months' labor, and the exhaustion of the 
appropriation, we here ('pased our explorations, ready to resume them ou 

the return of the proper se~lson, and examine certain parts yet unknown, 
which may give satisfa::tory results. 

In conclusion I may say that this exploration on the whole has had 
the result desired, viz: to establish the possibility of crossing the southern 



decli-dty of the Laurentian hills, and finding a practicable route by which 
the Gosford Rai!"ay might be prolonged to the shore of Lake St. John. 

(P.-H. Dumais, :3rd :Jlay, 1876.) 

NORTH BRAX('H OF THE RIVER ST. AXN. 

I shall divide this report into two distinct parts; the first relating to 
the section sun·pyecl between the boundary line of the township of Roc
mont and Gosforcl to the place commonly called the Forks; and the second 
comprising the snr\·ey from the Forks to the head of my work, including 
some lakes which I deemed it desirable to scale. 

The appearance of the land in the neighborhood of the north east branch 
of the river St. An~l, in this portion, is very picturesque. The right bank, 
or east side of the ri ,·er. is a plateau of fairly levelland; and, judging from 
the quality ofth!) soil and timber and the apparent satisfaction of the few 
settlers, se.en in n~ll11ber. who live on it, it is good land to settle on. 

The average \\·iclth of this plateau is ten arpents. It bE-comes narrower, 
however, up to\Llr.L the "Forks." as the mountains, which gradually 
increase in height, approach nearer and nearer to the river. The moun
tains all along the left bank are closer to the ri,·er than on the other side. 
There is no land under cnlti "ation on this side, except one or two points 
formed by windill~s of the ri,'er, on which hay gTO\VS. 

The soil is a somewhat rich sandy earth, more or less stony. The tim_ 
ber is mixed, comprisil1~' maple, birGh, elm and spruce, the last named pre
dominating. 

Th(' settlers to whom I had occasion to speak, told me that during the 
snmmer, the river abounds with fish, and that trout are taken in large 
quantities. but g"'ll<:-rally of small size. I was also informed that a new 
York gentleman, a painter, it appears, named Grace, \,;lS so charmed by the 
bc::\uty of the site and the attractions of the place that he purchased a pro
perty at the "Forks" and has come there with his family to spend the fine 
season of the last two years. 

From the" Forks" upwardI': towards the lakes, which I surveyed as 
far as my operations extended. the river, with the exception of a few 
stretches of still water, as indicated in my field notes, is confined within 
the mountains and broken all along by a succession (If rapids. Even the 
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discharge of lake C flows over a ladder of steep rocks, \Yorn away by the 
water and the weather. Along the tributary of the north east branch up
wards to the lakes A, B, C, the country is very mountainous and the soil 
unfit for cultivation. 

The prevailing varieties of timber are balsam, white birch and spruce, 
the latter too small for building' purposes. 

The land in this second part is gt'uerally mountainous and unfit for 
cultivation; the timber, which is chiefly balsam, is too small to be of any 
use. 

The great number of lakes and their proximity to each other make 
this a magnificent country for fishing and hunting; but, unfortunately, 
sportsmen will always have great difficulty in reaching it. 

The lakes contain trout, but only in small quantity and of middling 
sIze. 

Along the discharge of lake Crapaud, from the Forks up to the lake, 
the timber, which consists chiefly of spruce, is of better quality, of medium 
size and very suitable for bui lding purposes. 

(Eugene Fafard, 14th July, 1.-;Si.) 

RIVER TALAYARDE. 

I have the nonor to report that I ha,"e scaled the river Talayarde and 
its tributaries in the county of Portneuf. 

The general aspect ofth~ land ou both sides of this river is very rocky 
and mountainous in all directions. The soil generally consists of yellow 
earth. very stony, and is in my opinion quite uufit for cultivation. The 
forest growth comprises chiefly balsam, white birch, spruce and yellow 
birch, of an average diameter often inches. Balsam is the prevailing variety. 

This river, which flows towards the south, discharges into the river St. 
Ann in the 5th range of Gosford. Its course is for the most part rapid and 
frequently bordered by perpendicular cliffs, which are sometimes difficult 
and even dangerous to ascend. 

As for the lakes which feed this river, they have been better stocked 
with fish, perhaps, than they will be in future, as the otter, mink and 
marten, which frequent them, destroy daily the trout and gudgeon in them 



The temperature was \-ery cold and there was a good deal of snow, but, 
.IS a whole the se~lson was yery fa\Torable for t~e work of the survey. 

(N-J.-E. L~/i'({lIr(li', 4th August, 1888) 

RIYE!t ,\L\UY:\ISE. 

I ha Yo: the honor to report that I h;we scaleu the ri vel' :i\Ia n ,-.lise and its 
tributaries, a,~ \yell as th'3 dill>j'('nt lakes included in the undi,Tided part of 

the iownship of' HOI'mont, in the county of Portneuf. 

The land watered h~' these ri n'n, is \'('!')' mountainons and roeky in all 
directions. The !';oil iS~'I'll'~l'ally sand\-. The timhe!' "onsi"t:;; of balsam, 
whitl' birch, sprn('e and yellow birch of good size for lumbering purposes. 
This rivp!" known as tlH' Bad river (riyi(')'f' "}Iauvaise), Hows in a serpentine 
mf.nner to tlll' north \\l'st br;lIll·h fit' tIl:' ri,Tcl' St. Ann, and is fed by five 
principallakl':-:. whi"h I sun-"yed, I~x"ept that of the Black brook, (rnissean 
~oir) which is of considerabll' sizp, but lips beyond the limits assigned to 
me. I th,'n wcnt to .1 lake Xo. !I," situated Oll the height of land and 
l't'gal'lltd as tIl<' head of the river l.Iau\-aisl' and ran a line thence to "lake 
~o. 10" (a di~lalll'I' of ~ : chains, H links), in order to conned my scaling 
with that of the bk"s disl'har~'in~ into the lakc' of the corner and thence 
+o"yan1:-; the north \\' i·,~t. 

:JIost oftlwsp lakes are \-l'ry pictul'es(lUe and, ~·"n\'Lllly speaking, abound 
with ilsh (tron! and gnd~·'·"IlI. 

,Vith l'('p;ard to climat". I n]lsl'lTed that the changes of temperature 
c,':e}'f~ al)ont the ~,lnw as those c'xpericlli'ed in the vicinity of Qnebec'. 

(N-J.- E. Le/i'ail!'ois, 12th JUly, 1888.) 

mYEH~ TU\LU'lIlCHE AJ'i'D EAUX .\lI I HTE:-:, &c. 

The ri\'er TO\y~l<'hiche, in the county of Portneuf, thirty miles from the 
l:lt. Lawrence, in latitnde .. !ljo, 50' N. and lonO'itude 720 'IS' 30" West at n ,'" , , 

the point of ueparture, is one of the tributaries of the Batiscan. This river 
does not contain many fish, though the large lake Masketsy, and more 
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especially lake Roberge, from which it is fed, abound with large trout. 
These two lakes in reality afford very fine fishing. The river aux Eaux 
Mortes, its north branch, and its tributaries, the river aux Brochets, the 
creek Pronovault, the discharge of the small lake des lies, and that of lake 
it la Vase, which I also surveyed, are in the connty of Champlain, a little 
to the north of the preceding, and flow into lake Mekinac. These rivers do 
not contain many fish either, with the exception of the ri\'er ::tux Brochets , 
in which large numbers of pike ar8 caught. But these fish are more plen-
tiful still in the lakes aux Chat and aux Bl'Ochets, on the said river aux 
Brochets. The lakes Hamel, it la Dame, au Castor, and plrti"nlarly, lake a 
la Truite, on the north branch of the riYer aux Eaux Mortps. also afford 
good trout fishing. The same may be said of the lakes ,\ rOms, Dussault, 
and especially, Desrochers, on the main branch of the riYel' aux Eaux 
Mortes. But the best places for trout and pik,' fishing are ,',:rLainly the 
little lake des lies, lake Long, and, abon', all, lab, Tra",~rs. 

I ~lln happy to inform yon that the land through which these rin~rs 
flow is generally fit for cnlti\'ation and settlement. It is also covered with 
spruce, birch and other merchantable timber. There is only a small quan
tity of pine to be seen at two places marked on the plan herewith. 

The completed portion of the Basses Laurentides Rail way passes 
through the tract surn7ed by 1111:', followin~' the we,~t b"llk ot' the riYer 
Towachiche to within half a mile of the lake ;'l L1..u'2:n-;t,·,thenGt'., if it follow 
the present tracing, it will turn a little h"v;trt!" the '~'lst, pass hptweell 
lakes Masketsy and Hol),2:'~"', the little lake <l,'s Il,·" and lak,' Lnllg, then 
follow the most northerly' direction pns~,ihle, as shown on the plan ht're
with. The road would b,~ mill',: useful it'it would p:t"S more to the south, 
through the best lands of the towllsbip of l'haxigllY and the parish of 
Notre Dame des IllIg',>S, ending' at some 1l1':Ll','[' point on th" lake ~~, John 
Hail",a\'. It is difficult to imacrine the 1'8:1'011,-'; b,' which the compau,' 

• .;::I -' ~ 

charged with the construction of this rO:H1 \\,~h induced to giye it this 
direction so much too far to the north, in\'oh'ing useless extra L!llglh, They 
may, however, be found in the fad that the road is subsidized with a grant 
of ten thousand dollars a mile, while it does uot I'ost oyer se,'en thousand 
dollars a mile to build it, which leayes the contractors a net profit of over 
three thousand dollars a mile, besides the property, which should be worth 
still more. I humbly submit that, in the interest of the GOYf\rnmeut and 
the public, it is very advisable that competen t officers should be appointed 

32 



498 

to superintend and control the tracing and construction of all the railways 
which are subsidized by the Government. 

The natural advantages of the tract which I have passed over in the 
course of this survey, the timber, the water-powers, the fishing and hunting 
grounds, make it a desirable field for colonization. 

(P.-P.-N. Du Tremblay, 15th January, 1887.} 



LAKE ST. JOHN DISTRICT. 

VALLEY OF LAKE ST. JOHN. 

Leadng Chicoutimi on the 30th September, our equipment was sent 
by land to the foot of lake Kenogami, a distance of fifteen milt's. Here a 
second canoe was hired, by which I was enabled to yisit several points on 
the lake, while the provisions and other materials proceeded forward in a 
barge. Crossing by the Bon Portage from the head of lake Kenogami to 
lake Kenogamishish, we proceeded to the foot of it and then down the river 
Aulnais, and from its mouth down the Belle river to Lake St. John. Lake 
St. John ,,"as examined along the coast and around its islands, and we 
ascended three of its tributary rivers for different distances, the Belle river, 
as already mentioned, the Ouiatchouan for one mile and the Peribonka for 
twelve miles. 

From the mouth of the Saguenay to Cap ,t l'Ouest on the right bank, 
a distance of fifty miles, we passed up so rapidly that I had only time to 
remark that on each side precipitous cliffs rise to heights offrom 300 to IHIO 
feet, shewing a succession of almost bare rocks of the Laurentian age, appa
rently gneiss. It is only at the mouth of some ofthe tributary streams that 
a foot·hold can be obtained for agricultural purpe'ses. 

Such was observed at the junction of the river Marguerite on the left 
bank, about thirteen miles from the St. LlJ.wrence, and th:lt of the Little 
Saguenay, eighteen miles up on the right bank, and at the St. John, on the 
same side, a little 0\"81' twenty-four miles up. III all other parts where the 
surface was not actually denuded of Yegetatioll, it sometimes gaye support 
to an abundant growth of blueberry bushes, or some few small spruce and 
pine trees of different kinds. 

Ad,Tancing from Cap it l'Ouest the country becomes deeply covered 
with post·tertiary clays, through the horizontal surface of which the Lau
rentian rocks protrude like islands, with occasional cliffs of the same facing 
the bays and the rivers. These clays form an excellent soil, but in some 
parts, more particularly in the neighbourhood of Lake St. John, to which 
t.he clays extend, they are covered over with from one to three feet of sand 
and gravel. The area thus covered is considerable, and it is but little 
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resorted to for fanning. OYei' a large part of this, however, the defects of 
the light ~andy _~oil might be easily oln-iated. 'Yith a small amount of 
labor the <hly might he brought up from bent'~llh the sand and granl and 
"pr",~',d oyer the surface, where mi xing \yilh the lighter material it would 
form an easier ,Yorkedsoil, equally fertile w'ith that composed entirely of 
day. The benPlicial effect" of'such a mixture are :--he\Yll llY Hatural exam· 
pIes ill "om" parts of the an' a on g,·nt],· "lop"" whil'h haye been formed by 
denudatioll. ,,'hen' the sand ~T:l<lually thillnin!! hecomes well mingled with 
tilt' clay for some breadth neal' the .iunction, or on flat surfaces where the 
denudati(,n has left the sand 1'0 thinly spread oyer the clay as to permit the 
action of the plough to ell~'d the mixture. At the same time that such a 
soil POsst'Soes a great and durable fertility, it requires less labor and care in 
ij~ mana2,'ement t han the stiff clay, 

TIlt' ('hy dt'l'o~it hel\yeen the Chicoutimi and the head of Grand Bay 
h;1:-- in ~on1l' places a thickl\lJ"" "Ilion Il'\'t. and where this ·.'xists land-slips 
are of common (l'Tl1lTellC t', T1H'y ,~,dy\' to the surface a broken and rugged 
;1"lw,~I, yd it i" ]}ot nn'-CHnmOll til Jind \\"ho].. farms situall·d Oil the remains 
of ,"ueh {,bouleml'nh. while ()thpJ'1-; "i:mding on tlw still 1111l110\-ed ground 
mig-ht hom ana}..!.!)" be "nppos\'d to lli' in positioni' sompwhat insecnre. The 
gJ'l'atest <lj~pl;1y of thn:e lall<1·~lip_-; i,; to be :-1'1'n up the Ha ! IIa ! riYer and the 
Tinr ~-it Alphon_'C,,, both of \yhil'h \'mpty into (; rand Day, and on the road 
het\Yeen C'hicol1timi and the 1);).)" But tlv ,'()]lditiOlls which prodnce these 
~,ll)-" ext' ncl to Lak,· Sf. John, and may lw \'xpecll'cl lwyond, as the days 
'wen' (1)S"J'Yed on 1 h .. banks nllake K,'llog':llni. at Bon Portage and on Belle 
ri',-,'J'. ",hI'1"I:' ill lllallY places tlwy haye a thicknp>;" of a hundred feel. It is 
1w)',' th:,1 Lng'e arC:li', a" already mentioll\'c1. lUI' oyprlaid \ ... ith sand. On Lake 
:-it. .T Ohll the cL1y~ \\"','r,,' >;,','n to the ":lst of tIlt' ::\Iehlwtchouan, at the 
Hnds,)Jl ILly ('..,:111':\I1Y·" l'n~t. anel to the north w,·"t of the ri,-er Ouiat. 
4l1',n:111. :18 fas :18 mne Point, wlwre :1 wry thri\-ing' i',Jttleml'nt is established 
011 them To th,~ \\",~_~t :1n,l north 01' Blue Puillt and around by the north 
marg'in cd- the hJ.:., to the ontld, the shore_~ ;\J",' low and sandy. The sand is 
;..:reyi,;ll"white, and a1'1'e:11':'< to be deri\-ed from the d"qruction of Lauren· 
1):111 1'(11'1;:". 

The ~reate't L'llg:th of Lnke SI. John is about tWI'ut\'-six miles, extend· 
ji1~' on a heali]lg' 1\. ~IIQ ,Yo from ajlont the mouth of tIll' Mdabekhouan 
yinJr to that of the Peribonb, :111,] its~Testest breadth about twenty miles 
,j'illl the mouth of the Ouiatchouani:,h to the great di:-;,'h:ng(>, The principal 
Tin'rs that flow into the lake are as follows: First, the Belle rin!', which 
j ,ins it on the south side about six miles abo"1) the little discharge. Its 
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ayerage breadth just abo\Te the position where it is inlluenced by the wakl'':i 

of the lake is about one chain. Next, is the ri\'er l\letabetchouan, 'which is 
probably as large again as the Belle, and is about eight miles abo\Te it. A 
little more than the same distance farther is tIll) Oniatchouau, equal in sir:e 
to the last, and six miles beyond it a somewhat SlIl~diL'l' sirl>alll, the OUlat
chouanish, About the same distance farther WI> come to the most I!u:-tern 
part of the lake, and here enters the river Chall1ouchontlll, and a couple of 
miles to the north the Mistassini. 

These two 1'i\'ers are each of them 0\'01' half a mile wide at their months 
and when 1he waters of the lake are at their highest, which is fourteen or 
fifteen feet oYer their lowest level, the two riYerci join for some way illhwl. 
At low water the shore between them, as wdl as abo\'e and below them, 
presents a margin of dry salld of from one to i wu mil·s wille, !;Yl'lniilC: a 
delta through which the 1'i \'ers cut various channels. This de:·iI' ri ption of 
coast extends all the wa\' to the mouth of the Peribonka, which is the next 
stream, a distance of tw~l\'e miles, ",hl'n' the breadth of s·m.l is upward of 
two miles, gradually bpl'ling to nothill~!; ~dlJllg the north ea'St :;hore. 
Inside of this extensi\'e margin of dry naked sand there i", a cOllsi,l,'rctble 
breadth of low sandy country supplyiu!,.\· a gTuwtll of Itl':~l'l\)w hay, \nth 
strips of small trees and brush \\,0:),1, giying' futher e\'id':'lC! of t;w .~'l'~il 

amount of arenaceous material that is broug'ht down by the 1'i \"'l'.'; from the 
Laurentian rol'k~ ot the interior, til.: ac,;nmulation of whi·h h h ~,) ttl' filled 
up the whole lake as to give origin to its Inulail lla!(l·~ of l'i.t-Kotu-Kanuy, 
said to ~ignify the broau, shallow Llk", 

For the first tWt'h"e miles of its upvvanl COUl'ciC th ~ Peribonka i,; frolH a 
quarter to a half mile wide. and it presents se\'t~r~d low SlImly islands, as 
well as low sandy banks. But at this distance from It,; month it at Ull'.'~ 
contracts to a breadth of not much over one chain, aad maintain,; it 1,.>1' a 
mile up, Through this sluice, bounded on each sill·~ by dark violet blue 
labradorite rock, the whole yolume of the ri \,,,l' HUlt,>S with imlll!ll:~e 
violence, producing a rapid curr~nt for some \Yay down in the middle of the 
wider \\'ater below. Aboye this the rinr again widens out and still \Yelter 
prevails for a farther di:;talll'e up. It then once more contn'.,ls awl 
again rushes between its rOl'ky margins with the salll' Yiolencl~ as before, 
This alternation of still and rapid water holds fJr some distance up the 
river, and the country on each side is said to correspoud with the chang·es. 
giving a swampy surface opposite the still water, \\' hile a ridge of rock 
runs across the rapid part, very probably indicating the strike of the Lau
rentian rocks through the vicinity. 
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On these ridg'ps larg'e quantities of pine timber are said to exist, and 
thev haw, I belitnTe, already furnished a large proportion of its supply to 
the'lumbering establishment of Messrs W. Price & Son, The timber over 
the country described consists O'enerally of ~pruce, balsam, fir, yellow and 

. 0 

,,-hite birch and maple on the clay, with elm and a~h in low places. On 
the higher and more sandy parts white pine prevails. 

The yalley of Lake St. John may yery properly be "oll,;id,~r~d as com
mencill~' at the mouth of Ha! Ha! bay. This constitutes the eastern extremity 
of the general dl'lwpssion or comparatively level surface of vvhich the area 
occupied hy the lake is probably the lowest flat; and from this point the 
boundaries of the depression separate from one another, that on the n0rth 
side of the Saguenay running about N. 200 W. for about thirty miles, and 
then .. hanging' its bl'ariIE!' to abuut N. 75° W., and in that direction running 
for about sixty milt's. The boundary on the south side of the ~ag'uenay sepa
rate,.; a little from the south side of Ha! Ha! hay, in its progress running nearly 
S. W. It t hen grail u~t1ly turns to abou t w,'st of north, and !]:aining the south 
side of lake Kenogami, runs along its whole length as well as lake Vert 
beyond. It continul's nearly in the same direction, and crosses the Meta
bctchuuan about a mile from its mouth, coming very near the lake in a bay 
west of it. It ITO;:;S,'S the Ouiakhouan at the fall about a mile from the 
lake alid then turns ahout N. E,.,)0 'V. Running in this direction it crosses 
the ()niakhonanish about six miles up, and from Blue Point it is traceable by 
the eye runnill~' in the "ame course for twenty miles more, in which it keeps 
to tIll' south ot the Chamouchouan. Between the north anu south boun
daries \\' h"n' they can be no farth,'r traced by the eye, there is a separation 
of ahout fifty miles for the breadth of t he \'alley, the length of which up to 
a line running anoss at the upper end of the lake is about se,'enty-five 
miles, the general bearing of the valley being N. 70 v 'V. How much 
farther it may extend in the same direction, I am unahle to say. Thirty 
mil",!> added to the di~Llnce above mentioned would giY8 an area of 5,000 
square miles. But as viewed from Lake st. John the northern boundary 
appl'ars to terminat", and the yalley may pl'rhaps spread out to the east· 
ward. Indeed, one of the Indians who was with me asserted that it did so, 
str.'t,·hing· along in that direction to the Seyen Islands 0:1 the St. Lawrence, 
while in the opposite one it extended to lake Temiscaming. But it is 
ulIl'('ltain what dependence can be placed on his information. I may state, 
howe"er, that his account is in some degree corroborated by what I was 
giY,n to understand last year when at the Mingan Islands. Mr. Henderson, 
of the Hudson Bay Company's post, informed me that large loose masses of 
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lilllestone, which from his description I inferred were Silurian, are met 
with far in the interior from the Seven Islands, in a direction t hat appears 
to bend towards Lake St. John, and I am inclined to think that, where these 
blocks were seen, some of the Silurian strata will ])L' found in sitll, as in the 
Case on Lake St. John. Where flat deposits ofthese rocks extend the country 
is almost certain to be capable of cultivation. 

The northern ridge is much more elevated than the southern, and it is 
apparently destitute of soil on the summits, which are probably not under 
2000 feet abo,'e the lake. The hills on the south were not suppo-;pcl to be 
much over 700 or 800 feet abo,'e the lake. Their tops were generally 
rounded, and the growth of timber upon them, which was all composed of 
ever·greens, seemed to confirm the report of the inhabit.ants, that these hills 
were pretty well co,'ered with soil. The range, howen'r, gains in height 
towards Ha ! Ha ! Bay, and all the wood i~ there of a stunted growth. 

The cultivable land of the valley of Lake St. John most probably occu
pies a very large proportion of its area, and, as in the settled parts of it good 
crops seem to be the general result, it appears to me very probable that the 
valley will hereafter support a very considerable population. There appears 
to be no doubt in the minds of the settlers that they are able to grow all 
the kinds of grain produced in the neighbourhood oDlontreal, a~1d in equal 
abundance; and the unexplained superiority of climate in the ,'alley oyer 
places more to the south renders the investigation of this part of the proy
ince a subject of considerable interest. 

(Jallles Richardsoll, IS:)7.) 

RIVERS OUIATCHOUAX, BO:-<TO'\'"NAIS A:'<D BATISCAN. 

In conformity with your letter of instructions dated the 12th ~ovember, 
1873, requiring me to survey the river Ouiatchou&n, part of the Bostonnais 
and of the river Batiscan and its tributaries. the ri,er J eannotte and part of 
the river au Lard, the river Petite-Bostonnais and its lakes, the ri,'er ('roche 

. and Ouiatchouanishe, I ha\'e the honor to transmit you the final report of 
my operations, together with the field book and plan of the en tire terri tories 
explored. 

We commenced our operations at the post planted by Mr. Surveyor 
Blaiklock at the north east extremity of the line drawn from La Tuque to 
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the north west angle of the township of Charlevoix, surveying the shore of 
lake St. John to the mouth of the river Ouiatchouan. I established at this 
place the variation of the magl!etic needle. On the west bank of the 
Ouiatchouan, I planted a square post to mark the point of departure 
of the survey of the said river, continuing the chaining upwards along its 
,·ourse. I surveyed the portage of Great Falls at the commoncement of the 
::lnd mile to the :;rd excln'iin', and then continued un the river to the south 
west extremity of lake Rouchette, where a new portage which I surveyed 
eonducts ue; to Commissioners' Lake, on the ::l5th mile; with the exception 
of the 2nd and :3rd mile, where the land is uneven and rocky, the soil 
is well adapted ii)r (·ultiYation. The fire has destroyeJ almost all the 
timber, the best of it havin~ been already taken away for trade and for the 
use of the settlers. 

All this land gently undulating and composed of a good soil will be 
yery yaluablc hereafter, and will auv3nce the prosperity of the townships 
of Charle\'oix and RobelTal for purposes of colonization. The ri,rer is inter
rupted here and there with rapids, of which the most difficult is the Rapide 
du Diablo. 

Commissioners' lake rUlIs from north to south and measures ~1 miles in, 
length by about a mile ill breadth. ::'lore th3.n three quarters of the land 
'which surrounds it is fit for cultivation, well v"ooded with all kinds of 
;)aguellay timber, which may be most profitable for trade. 

::'Lllly small rivers, which flow into it from all parts, drain a large 
('xtent of territory. The largest, which I surveyed and which is a conti
nuation of the river Ouiatchouan, winds, after leaving the south extremity 
of Commissioners' lab·, through a valley of about a mile in breadth, very 
leyel, and composed of a rich and fertile soil. 

On the 49th mile, the river takes an eastt·rly direction and passes 
through rocks \\" hich form a sur.:cession of rapids, to lake Kouakouagamissis, 
a fine sheet of water forming the second and last plateau in the valley of 
this riYer. The land is generally level round this lake, the soil very fit for 
culth'ation, and the principal tim bel' is balsam, w hi te birch, and some pine. 
The lake takes the main direction of the river, flo\ving towards the south 
west and receins, on both sidl~s, small tributaries which swell its waters. 
The largest which we surveyed is composed of a succession of lakes, up to 
the height of land, the most considerable of \Y hich is lake Ecarte, formed of 
bays and windings which haye giYen it its name. We perceive here, that 
we haye reached, with but little effort, the summit of the Laurentides. On 
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the little mountain, to the south east of the lake, near the portage, are 
perceived the shores of lake St. John; the yalley of the river Bostonnais, 
and Batiscan is also in sight, as also a wide country to the east and west, 
gently undulating and well wooded. 

The ri\'er Ouiatchouan from its mouth to its source has a surveyed 
length of 68 miles. The portage between the waters of this river and those 
of the riyer Bostonnais is -!7 chains in length passing oyer a leyel and well 
timbered country as far flS Partridge lake, where tlll' 1st mile of the traverse 
of this river begins. The waters of these two rivers an' here almost on a 
level. Partridge lake discharges itself by a small ri ,'er passing by Mink 
lake into lake Bostonnais, at its northern extremity. l)ehveen the two first 
lakes, there is a portage to avoid the rapids which 0 bstruct the navigation 
of its channel. The land on ead1 side of this little rinr is elevated, and 
covered with btll and yery heavy timber, snch as "prn"t" birch and a:-:l'cll . 
there is also a small quantity of pine. 

Lake Bostonnais havil~g' been already scaled, I chained its 1"lI~·th nearly' 
on a meridian line, and also traversed ;-;wamp ri n~r, di . .;L"il:lrging itself on 
the south side of this lake, at about the Ij:lr,l mile; after ha\'ing surmounted 
the first fall, at the commencement of the 14th mile, the ri\'er becomes stiU 
water, bordered with red and grey spruce, and white birch on the heights 
to the right; the land to the left is lenl and of good quality; a second fall 
occurs at the 15th mile and the last reach on the ~21\,l mile is formed by a 
rapid of about 12 c:hains in length, and "Il which the lakes a l'Etoile and 
Baptiste receiYe the \yaters of numerous slllall tributaries whid1 drain a 
large basin bounded on the east by the ho>ights on this side of :'.Ietabel. ·houan, 
on the south by the bank of the river BatisC<l1l and on the Wl'.~L by the 
mountains north of lake Edward. the hi~'hest of thi:-: region. This basin, 
magnificently wooded, is gently undul'\ting' awl yery fit for cultivation, 
and may contain about 20,000 acres of arable laud. From the heights of 
lake Batiscan are seen the chain of mountains on the west of the St. ~huriee. 
the entire surface of lake Edward, the valley of the ri\'er BoStOllll:.1i:-:, and that 
of the Metabetchouan; the ri "er measures upwards of 31 mIles in length; 
the portage to the Batiscan is a mile long; the latter ri \'er is 011 a lower 
level than the preceding because the portac:·,., not going from one :-;Ulll"l'e to 
another, falls into the Batiscan many miles bt'low its sonrce. Lea\'ill~ the 
portage we find ourselves on lake Caribon, at the mouth of a stream which 
discharges itself therein; this lake runs from the south west to the north 
east and discharges itself by the river Batiscan, passing throngh two other 
small lakes which flow into lake Edward. A range of mountains bounds 
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This ri,'er on the south east side as far as this lake, and continues beyond it 
on the north east side. This part of the riYer is filled with rapids between 
the lakes; the last part i" in dead ,nter and bordered with the mountains 
mentioned aboye ; the soil on ea"h side, for 1.5 or ~o chains back, is of good 
quality and well timbered. 

L:1ke Ed,Yard is of a wry irregular form, presenting at first the appear
till'\.' of a larcrt' ri\· .. r it chancre'S all at ()II",' its a"l)od, the deeI) lnys which 
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surround it often hi,I.' from 'Ii,,\\, tho road whiGh the traveller ought to 
folIo,,, to reach it" l'xtrt'mity, and the hei~'ht" which command it form. bV 
their r"~'nlarity and their charming 0~1tlille, covered with magnificent forests 
of all kinds of timbt'r, one of the iille~t and most picturesque perspectives, 
and at the same tinw attradiYl' sites for the foundation ofa colony, with the 
ad\'anla0,"" of po~",'ssill~' an ex,:ellent soil and of eajoying a clim:lte as pro
pilious and salubrious a" possiblt'. 

The first discharge of lake Edwar,1 occurs at the 18th mile of the scal
ing of the ri,'er Bati""<ln on the l'a"t shore of the lake; it is concealed, so 
to say, by the sinuosities of the shor(" and requires to be known not to be 
pa",nl by; eyt'n at a "!lain's distance from its mouth it cannot be disco
\<'r"l1. The entry is precisely like that of a key entering a ring. This 
entry, haYin~' a br9adth or :30 or 40 links, becomes a lake two or three 
chains further Oil, and "o:ltinues thu~. for about a mile and a half, as far as 
the first rapid, ,,,here wt' ceased our examination before performing the 
sUITey, beill~' a:-;snr,'d that it was indeed a discharge. The discharge per
forms its office only when the waters of the lake rise above a certain le\'e1, 
at other times it m:ly hI' said that all these waters go to feed the riYer Jean
notte. If the rapid mentioned abon Hows towards the south, it is the 
wakr,; of t;mall stn'ams above the rapid which take this direction. It is 
true that when I \Va" tlwre the level of the 'water was at least three feet 
lower than usual; there remained in consequence but 6 or 8 inches of water 
at the entrance of the di:-;charge and without the least current. 

Before :-.un'eying this first discharge, profiting by the fine weather and 
by the small quantity of snow on the lake ice, I took occasion to snn'ey it 
immediately in place of doing so Oil my return from the other side of the 
,riYerJeannotte, whil'h allowed me to send my pack men forward to carry 
the provisions to the first easterly branch of the Batiscan, and also to seek 
behind for the remainder of the deposit on the Ouiatchonan. The total 
.distance scaled from lake Edward by my suryey is by measnrement 61 
miles without including the survey of the large island which contains 
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acrt's in superficies; this isle is well timbered and forms, throughout 
three fourths of its extent a level of from fJ to 10 feet abo,"e the lake. The 
north part is much more ele,"ated and is commanded by two "mall moun
tains, having their rounded summits cOH'r('<1 with white birch, beech, 
spruce, bo.lsam, and some pines; the soil of this isl:lld is '·ompo.";I'(l, like 
the main lalld, of grey and yellow earth, mixed with sand, and wt·ll adapted 
for culti I'atioa. 0 ther small isla nus a re also Ill··t wi th, all well Ii mhered 
and of good soil; several tributaries flow into it, the hr..rest comill~' from 
the north. At the 7th and 11th miles, two l'i,'ers whi·h I exploreu dis
charge into it, with a chain of lakes, coming from the ('ast. The north and 
w<:,,,t shore of the lake is more eiel'ated th.ill that of the south and ea,t, but 
the land and timber are of the same quality. 

The first discharge is tolerably level. The rapids art~ at long intervals, 
and as far as lake a la Croix, at the 20th mile, tllt' ground is quitt> (Itt and 
of magnificent appearance. At the 21st mile post on lake ilIa Croix, the 
north east l'i,'er flows in, whidl I scale(l for a distanc(~ (lrmore than G miles, 
where it is bordered in this place with high mountains and wry broken 
rocks; it flows through poor land and is divided into many small branches 
which run in all directions, north east, east and south east, and with a lake 
on this river which I scaled, forms a total of eight and a h:df miles. 

After having scaled lake it la Croix and another lake at the :2Hh mile, 
I continued the descent of the river Batiscan to the :::-I:th mill\ \\' here the 
east river flows in. This latter part of the sUlTey, in so far as re~'ards the 
island of lake Edward, is altogether similar to the foregoing, hut the 
east side of the riy,'r without bein~ mountainous, is more unenm th:1I1 the 
former part. Mountains nevertheless are met with at the 29th miie, but 
isolated and without continuaw·e. The pine on th.~s,~ h'~ights, rather abun
dant, 'lpppaJ'ed to be of good quality, and up the stream, at the confluence 
of the east river, we saw the site of the fisrt lumber establishment worked 
on this rinr. 

The river Batiscan, having a breadth of two to four chains, with a 
mean depth of three to six feet, forms here and there, by the irregularities of 
the ground, falls and rapids (magnifin·nt water powers) which will be of 
use one day when this valley is colonized. 

I scaled the east river to the upper extremity of the lake des Passes. 
The first two miles of this river is but one succession of rapids and falls 
from ten to twen ty"five feet in height, and the plateau of the lake des Passes 
is more than four hundred feet in height above the river Batiscan. This 
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lake is well named, all the land sUlToUliding it, wi th the exception of that 
part to the north east, where I terminated the survey, is very fit for culti
vation and forms as it ''I'ere a basin of t',yo or three miles in diameter of 
leyel ground, ,,'ell wooded and composed of excellent soil. 

Returning to the' :~·Hh mile of tbe scaling of the Batiscan, I Gon
tinued the chaining, Jesl">lIdillg' its lnun;e, vdlich is broken by a fall at the 
85th mile and by hl'a,,!, rapidlS at the 30th and :j~th miles, and beeomes 
dead 'water at th,' confluenn' of the ri\'t~r of lake Dati-;t'~tll. witha breadth of 
threL' to six chains anJ a depth of fom to eight feet. 

The alSped of tIl' east "ill\.' ilS nearly the ISanl<'. The mountains, although 
more distant from the riYer, (about half a mile) are more lofty and closer 
together; one might ISay that they are :it this di"tance to make room for those 
which are at some chains from the ri,rer, on th·) side of "Ile Edouard ", 
approaching the 1';1,t rinr, and ",hil,h are continued almost withont inter
ruption to tIlt' ri,er .J":tllll<>lte: and thence to b,~lo\\- tll· Trois nOl:hes rapid, 
where I terminated my exploration. These I'.lOuntaim; are from :jl)O to 4(1) 

leet in height and do not extend hwards the illt.:ritll' of the island; they 
simply border the I'i\','r, IL'u\'ing bet\\,I>.'1l tlwll1 1'~U")' pa""e,; through which 
are di .. wharged th,' \"all'!' comSl':; whidl riC'I' from the Hum 'rous lakes of the 
interior, The soil is guod, thoug'h une\'en, and the timber whieh is se~n on 
all the uplands is of remarkable lengLll and siz~_ The pi n.~ and grey spruce 
ha\-e been ,,\'orked for lumlJer, but there I,'; still mnch remaining. 

I sl'al\.'J tlll' ri\'.,!, of lake Dcltise:lll, whose conJiu,:,u.'(' is at the 41st mile; 
:ts bauks are hilly; there is a fall of85 fed at the ;:1th mile, and another of30 
feet at the 10th mile, formill~ the tl\O stt'PS by which we li:;l' to the heights 
among whidl lies lake D:ltisl~all. It might be said that we ha\'e a glimpse 
of the ri\'er SagtWlla~'. with its gi,galltie hills, it" m::s'il':; of ;'Tanite from 
fifteen to eighteen hU!ldred f.,.>t pt'rpendi.~nLt:', and its smooth and deep 
"vaters; (ther,:, are plat-I'S \\' here no iee is formed.) Along its uonrse one 
third of the land is fit for l:ultiYatioll and the tir1l1).·)' is 01 good ~Towth ; 
chiefly white birch, long and heavy. At the south \.'~1st extremity of lake 
Batiscan, a large stream comes in and a portage passes by thl~ side of the 
latter to the line of the Qllt'bt·c and St. John railway. Pa,,,iug thus by its 
side it ris.'s oyer a height which I estimatl'd at 000 feet above lake Batiscan, 
in the space of a mile at most. I terminated the staling of this river just 
at the south eUi't extremity of the small lake which lies OJ) the upland in 
the neighborhood of the post of the 20th mile, accordin~: to what ,ye have 
determined by the plan furnished from your departme~t. This post has 
probably fallpll dowll, or the depth of the snow (fi \'e or six feet) on the bank 



50fl 

----_._-

of the moun lain where the liue passes concealed our ~stopping place from 
our researches. ,Y" planted a post at the inlet of the small lake "V here the 
line of road, mentioned abo,",->, inters:'ds it, and we explored the land in 
the ,i("inity, ascertaining at the first glance the imp(),,~ihilitv of constructing 
a railroad there, with the means which the country afford" at OUl' dispo
~ition. This point is at an eleyation of abo:1t lJ)()() feet abo,-e lake St .T ohu, 
and I thought I perceind that the lil1l' had not yet n-:whed the IlPi~'ht of 
lanel. The scaling: of this ri,-er, including' lake Ihti~I',lll, amount" to :}O?: 

mil"" nf chaining. 

I then continued the scaling of the rin-r llati"'·,lIl, l.,ft otrat the .,lOth 
mile. Descending from the forks, there is a lar~l~ rapid which finishes II]" a 
fall, where improyements h:we been made to Lv;ilib!8 the des"'!llt of timber. 
At the 44th mile a small riYer coming from the west has also been worked 
for lumber; a camp is built at its mouth, hut it was Hot used for "ntting 
timber last \villter, nor was that abon' mentione(l. The ri.-er then "nlllin
ne;:;, as dead water, for ~ewral miles: the land:nll both ~ill,-~ has a good 
appear:llIce; the mixed timh'r "nch as hireh, white birch, b:1I;';:lIII, ~pn1<'" 

and pine, is of large growth: the land, of yellow alld~:t'I-r loam mixed with 
sand, i" of ex·~ellent quality, if \V,~ may jndge from th·) length and size of 
the timber. There are some rapids and a fall at the :)I)th mile, and we then 
reach the fork or junction ot' the t\Yo disehar!.!,',·s or lake Edward into the 
1'i\"er J"Ul1l1otte. The two arms form at their m"ding' a Etll of about 30 
feet, at the close of the 51;.;t mil,', and "nnw "h1in'3 10\\"'>1' down another fall 
of :2.) feet, followed 1);,- the ,g'l"'''! rapi(l. i-,; til<' last whi,:h is found on our 
line of exploration of this riYer. 

There is an old lumber C:l111P ill ruins 011 tlw di";l·huge of the ri"'e1' 
.T eannotte, and another at that of the 1'i \-,'1' JI"(l nik, \Y hichdis..]lar~·t's Oil the 
south east sid:' of the Bati~c~m :1t tIll' :iOth mil,,, I tprlllill:lted the scaling 
of this rin'r at the lilli' of prolnll!.!,·ation of the ti)\Yll~hip (If Rocmollt to the 
Trois-Roches rapid. This line runs magnetically. 

/\.bo,-e thi& spot. th8 ri,'er d";;",'llc1s for nearly a mile ill rapids, as far as 
I coulcl H'\.'. I planted a squared post at the Rocmont line, marked with 
the numher ofmi;I'~, ;)(i, as also the dak and ih" ye:H. From the forks, the 
heiQ'hb whieh bonIer the ri,'er Clliproach nearer to it and are steeper, espe
cially on the west side; tIll' soil, apart from the mountains of rOI:k, is good 
and cnltiyable; the timber is composed of birch, white birch, aspen, spruce, 
pinL" some elms, alders, &c., &,:. On the south east side, approaching the 
riYer l\Iequik, the land is more level, and appears to continne so in this 
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direction for a certain space; all this land is very fit for cnltivathn and of 
an agreeable aspe(·t. There is a beginning of cultivation at the mouth of 
the river Mequik, and also some building,,; but no one resides there. 

Returning to the ri ,-er .r eannotte or second discharge or lake Ed ward, 
I made the SUlTey of it by following it upwards to the said lake. I estab
lished the drawing of two limits or expioration lines, one at the bt mile 
and the second at the 7th mil~. A lumber ,~on,>'rn has made some operations 
on this river at the 3rd mill'; from the dischar~'~ to tills camp the ri,-er 
forms, as it were, one continuous rapid. Three other rapids above this 
place up to tlw gTl'at rapid near lake Ed" .. ard are the only obstacle to be 
met with on Ihi~ river. TIll' land on ,'ach side is g·tJnerally le,,-el and well 
wooded, fit for dearill~·. and advantageously situated. 

I explored, on my way, ;l part of the ri,-er and lake an Lard, and having 
ascertained that the direction of this water-course kept me at a distance 
from, instead of bringing' me nearer to, the Little Boslonnais, I thought it 
prudent to make use of the old portage. The land, watered by the l'inr and 
lake au Lard. i:-; of magnifin'lIt ap\l,'arance, <,overed with hard timber, white 
birch, awl birdl, and gently und~11ating; it i., composed of sandy grey and 
yellow loam, con'l'ed with a very ridl humns. 

The lac au Castor, connected with the river J eanlJotte, receiYes the 
waters of another ri,"er which ,'0111<'8 from the north, whose tortuous banks 
interlaced \yith alders and underbrush, bordering waters \vhere no ice had 
formed, decided me to pa~s 011 without sealing it. The last miles of the 
Jeannotte werl' ~"al,'d on the bank, from want of ice. 

After ha\-ing terminated the scalin~' of the ri\'cl' Jcanllotte as far as 
lake Ed ward, I explored tl1<' I'n yirons of this lake, to discover the portage 
mentioned in your instrndiom:, and after many res,!al'<~he., I found its point 
of departure at the south W'_'st extremity; I follo-,y,'d the marks and old 
blazes which ha\"e almost wholly disappeared IWIl,>ath the growth of the 
trees, as far as ih·~ rinr des Aulnais mentioned abo,'e, after having passed 
a snccl'ssion of small lakes, and reached th.) heig-h t of land b~tw.~t'll the 
river Jeannotte and the north west branch which discharges its,lf into lac 
an Ca:--tor. Ascending the course of this tributary, I sClled it to beyond 
the first lake, seeking', with the plan ill mr h mds, the cOlltinuatioll of the 
portage of the Little Bostonnais. HaYing ascertained that there was an 
error either in the plan or O!l the ground. I decidl~d, after due consideration, 
on taking the shortest line to reach the waters of the St. ~Ianriee. As the 
provisions were now rapidly failing, though gi,"ell out by rations, it was 
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prudent not to lose any time in s,~8king a portag) whos,~ mlrk-; or ia lica
tions had now disappeared. 

Taking a south west direction on the discharge of a stream on the bank 
of the little lake Ecarte, I fortunately arri \red just at th,' head of 1 he prin
cipal branch of the Little Bo:-;tonnais. 

The land along lhe entire length of the portage is m)l\)or less un,w.'IL 
without being mountainous. The soil on the north "i(l,· is more elent"d 
than that on the south which is comparatively level; although broken here 
and there by rocks, it is not the le(':s fit for cultivation: the timbc~r is the 
same as that already described for the heights; the low lands are generally 
wooded with grey, hlack and rcd spruce, balsam and alders. The post of 
the 9th mile stands on the height of land, and the descent is easy and gra-' 
dual, passing by a chain of small lakes of little importance and formine;' a 
narrow valley limited by a range of low hills on t'ither side w hich di~app,'ar 
at the 16th mile to ~in place to a wide plateau, level and bounded on the 
east by the little Wayagamack, and on the west by the large lake of the 
same name. 

Continuing the scaling of the river r passed, on the we;;t side, a bmn"h 
coming from the north west, at the 16th mile, and met, at the 17th mil,', the 
discharge of the little Wayagamack. r there perceiyed that we had not 
followed the latter part of the portage, otherwise we should have ani ved at 
the little lake Wayagamack by the inlet at that place. r was enabled to 
assure myself, howe,'er, that the hranch which r had just scaled was longer 
and of greater size than that which should have followed if we had not 
missed the portage. This did not howe,'er prevent the s('~lling of the little 
Wayagamack which is a fine sheet of wetter, abutting towards the north 
east on an isolated chain of mountains separating this .. alley from the 
Batiscan and running from north to south; it i~ well timbered, being 
covered with pine and spruce. The shores of the lake are g\'n,'rally undu
lating and consist of good yellow and grey loam; some rocks project for
ward into the lake, forming masses of granite. This lake abounds in fish; 
the trout taken there are brought to the Three Riwrs' market. It is for the 
most part very deep, excepting at its discharge, which is filled with aq natle' 
plants, whose growth also covers the bed of the lake. 

r then continued the descentofthe river to the greatlake Wayagamack 
which I scaled throughout its entire extent, planting mile posts on the 
north west side as far as its discharge, and thence by the portage au GOtland 
on the south west side to the St. Maurice, where r terminated the scaling 
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of the Little Bostonnais, planting, on the south bank, a squared post marked 
for the :371h mile. 

The country around great lake ,Yayag-amack is composed of a soil 
like that of the little Wayagamack. The timber is of the same kind and 
the entire tract presents all the adyanbg'e,~ required for the opening of new 
r-.ettlements, which may be extended without obstacle as far as thE' St. 
Manrice on th.· south side of the Little Bostonnais. The north side is moun
!aillnn" and only fitted ji)J" takiu!.!,' out building timber, such as pine and 
blHu('e. The pine gTo\"es of this ri,Ter han' heen already worked, the lake 
has been dammed at it" di:,;chal'g'" and an embankment and slide construct
ed. The ri,Ter :-:t. ~Ial11'i('" is approached l)y a plateau at least one hundred 
feet in height aboyc the riwr, and composed of sand and yellow loam 
superpoBed on the bed of <'lay which forms the bank. Points of the rinr 
which haye been cultiyated by the lumherers, fwne to supply the lumber 
!arm!'; with hay and oats, Th.·",· i'anllO' are kept \vith care, and the animals 
lor hreedil1f!' purp.N':,;, to he seen in their stables, present a magnificent 
'1PlwaraIlC(', 

The plateau mentioned ahoye il' covered ",ith :1 rp"ent growth of small 
white and red pine -which the fire has spared, 

I chained the f-:t. :JIanriee upwards to the ri\"er eroche. so as not to 
interrupt the continuf'd course of my ope!'ations The La Tuque rapid, 
shut in behveen two rocks. l'1,dnces the width of the riyer to a few chains, 
while, alJoy<' and ldow, it measures more than a Cjlurter of a mile in width. 
The rapid il' al.nnt eighty f"I·t in height, and, dnrin!!,' the high waters of 
spring, there i" a depth of ,yait'r of JiUI"'l1 or tyventy j.·d. The west bank 
of the'-:t. jj anri,·t: j" steep and mountainous; part.-.f it has b"PIl swept ~y 
fir.', bnt there are still to be "''1'11 spnral pines which haye es'~aped. 

_-1.boye the rapid, the rinol' Bostonn:lis 110ws in, B ·fc.re arri,Tillg here, 
it fo11o\,"s a windill~' course ill a len·l l'ol1ntry ('ompo~ecl of alltnTium and 
day, coyered "'ith elm, ash, willow and alders, l.:wJ,·l','cl on .'adl side by a 
chain of moun bins, throughout its length, in a north east direction, 

The chain on tIll' north sill" separab·" the ri n~r nostonnais from the 
l'lYer Croche, '\yhieh fi()\\"S into tIl<' St. ~Ianriel' a j;,w miles higher up, and 
on the same side. A magnillel'llt trad of country t'Xtends from the St. 
~Ianrice to a I'l'l'tain distance in the interior, leaying the cbain of moun
tains of which I have jnst Rpoken as a summit-ridge between the rinrs 
Oroehe and Bostonnais. 
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A large part of this fine territory belongs to Mr. G. B Hall, of Beauport, 
who has had considerable clearances made in the neighbourhood of his lum
ber farm, which is well kept and larg~ly supplied with cattle. 

The only inconvenience is the rise of the water in spring. Dammed up, 
as it were, by the' narrow rapid of La Tuque, the mass of waters of the 
uppAr part of the St. Maurice rises rapidly, driving back the waters of the 
Croche and Bostonnais, and then extending over its banks which it covers 
entirely. In the spring of 1873 the rise was rclmarkable; the water rose 
almost above the windows of the house occupied by Mr. Elliot, agent of Mr. 
Hall, and it was solely owing to the stone chimney that it was not swept 
away by the torrent like the other building& of the farm. 

I am indebted to the kindness of this gentleman and of Mr. McGregor, 
Mr. Ritchie's agent at La Tuque, for important information respecting this 
river, and especially for the opportune aid which they afforded us by placing 
at our disposition the stores necessary for the continuance of our operations; 
to say nothing of the generous hospitality offered us with warm sincerity 
and which we accepted with gratitude. 

Having been able to take an astronomical observation only at the 
mouth of the Croche, I commenced the sca.ling of this river, taking for my 
point of departure a large elm on the south east bank, which I marked for 
this purpose, being more fit to serve as such than a post, which mi~ht be 

. removed. The Croche is certainly a fine river, winding with pleasing un
dulations through a level and richly wooded valley. 

At the 4th mile a large farm turns to ad vantage the riches of this inex
haustible soil. To beyond the 60th mile, the same might be said, if this 
fine country were open to colonization. The valley varies in breadth from 
three quarters of a mile to one mile and a half, and is wooded with elm, 
ash, white bIrch, aspen, poplar, birch, spruce, balsam, willow and alders; 
the soil is alluvium reposing on a bed of clay; natural prairies replace the 
forest in those places which have suffered from fire. 

Along its course, there are here and there to be m('t with, small tribu
taries which descend from the heights, on both sides, after having taken 
their rise in the numerous lakes in the vicinity, which serve to irrigate this 
luxuriant valley. The principal is the little river Croche at the 50th mile, 
very rich in pine of the first quality, and which produced last winter from 
fifteen io twenty thousand saw logs. At the 42nd mile a pile of three thou
sand saw logs on the north west bank is the onlv one which we saw on 
ihis river. 

33 
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The first rapid at the 33rd mile, and the second at the 49th mile, are 
only a few chai IlS in length, and the high waters of the spring cover them 
entin~ly. The' first fall at the 5.:ith mile'is formed by a ro·k which tra';'"eJ"s('s 
the ntlll'Y CIl 111 ,1etely and closes t'le pa~s,'ge of th~ ri"'r which here 
d":';"l'll,]'; with three falls of ,10 feet elC 11. Then resumin~ its peaceable course, 
the ,'all",". narrowed for a moment, continues unbroken to the commence
ment of the rapid and of the uueYen ground at the 55th mi)... Thl'::;\ irre
gularitil's form a creyas:-;~' in the mounbin two or three hundred feet in 
depth, at the bottom of whid1 enormous rocks ha,'e rolled from the summit 
and cam;" the torrent to roar ill its narrow bed. Above this rapid the land 
changes its aspect; till' soil is gently undulatiug and the mountains 
disappear. The great rapid, at the 69th mile, is rather a succession of falls, 
yarying from 10 to :2.5 feet. to the first lake. After passing the great rapid, 
the elevated plateau ,vhich follOWS affords a pleasing and grateful subject 
of contemplation to the wearied traveller. 

Lake Lequerre is surrounded by a gently undulating country raised but 
slightly abo,'e the leyel of the lak~. To the rig'ht, to the left, and in front, 
al"l' pen,pi nd PIS::;l'S \V hich leave us uncertain of the direction taken by the 
ri,er. when. 011 suddenly turning a point to the right. the riYer comes from 
the east and changes its appearance, taking the form of lakes more or less 
wide, ,,,ith passages \"here the current is scarcely perceptible, to the 85th 
mIle, \yhere is situated the last fall to be met ,vith in this part of the 
scaling which I performed. I should haye said the last falls; the riYer here, 
~ \·hains in wi(lth. is filled \'lith small islands. which form so many diffe
rent arms, all makin!:!; the same fall, but 'with more or less difference in 
height and yolume of water. 

Th,·s,> last strps being surmonnted, t:le lakes follow continuously to 
the portage Olli·\tchonani::;h. Leaving at the 89th mile the river Croche, on 
tIlE' north side, \\'e take the portage 011 the south ea"t side of the last lake at 
the 90th mile. This ri,'er has still a moderate width, where we left it, of 
about one chain, and appears to come from the north ,Yest, falling in with 
these lakes on the same heights as those of the Bear and Salmon riYers. 

From the first lake to the portage, the land is generally undulating; a 
feV\'" mountains of moderate height relieving the monotony of the scene and 
giyillg it ~Ollle y,met)' by their picturesque appearance. The soil is com
posed of ,,:1l111, loam and grayel. There is a succession of rocks along the 
points ot land and the passages of the lakes, leaying, between, fiats of better 
land. The timber is smaller, and of inferior quality: cypress, black spruce 
ana w hi te birch are the predominating kinds 
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The tributaries are unimportant ; a circumstance ansll1g from the 
vicinity of a river which flows, by its side, in a parallel directiun, at a few 
miles distance from the St. Maurice on the west; the ri,Ter Ouiatchouanish. 
which passes through these lakes, being at a little distance on the east. 

The portage of the river Ouiatchouanish is long'er than I expl'ch'd ; the 
Indians, not oeing able to use this river in ,yillter from the badness of the 
ice, follow along its bank to the first lake. I followed t his portage, scaling
it carefully, estimating as closely as possible its distall('e from the river, 
exploring the land, and scaling the lakes along its course. 

The space between the two rivers Oroche and Ouiatchouanish is filled 
with small hills of sand and loam. co,'ered with cypress, balsam and white 
birch ofrf1cent growth; fire has committed some rayages ; it would be pos
sible, ,,,ith but little expense, to bring the waters of the l'rolhe into Lake 
St. John. 

The river Ouiatchouanish, which I scaled, from its first lake to the 
upper outline of Roberyal, flows peaceably in a large and le\'I'l ,'alley, 
having but one rapid throughout its course. 

The soil is generally good; the land of varying quality, the timber fine, 
and the fall of water sufficient. Pine is only found lower down; here ~Tey 
and red spruce, balsam, white birch and some birch are the more abundant 
kinds. 

I planh>d at the termination of my labors a squared post marked 1GS! 
miles, the date, &c., &.?, as required by the instructions. 

OO::\CLUSION.-The ensemble of the explorations performed in this part 
of the territory of Lake St. John and of the St. Maurice gives a suffici21ltly 
accurate idea of the relatiye importance of these two valleys, so that it may 
be said that the one is almost a continuation of the other, so insi~nificallt 
are the objects interposed between them. The secrets of geology might per
haps tell us the precise date of their separation, for Lake St. John must 
in a far remote time, haye discharged its waters into the St. :\Iaurice by the 
river Oroche. 

It may certainly he supposed, that the Llllds which we now cultiyate 
in the county of Chicoutimi were formerly the bed of this lake, and that 
the beautiful and fertile "alley of the Oroche served as a passage for these 
waters towards the St. Lawrence, by a channel quite different from that 
which they now follow, and joined the waters of the St. Lawrence more 
directly than they now do at Tadousac. This may suffice to show clearly 
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that the ,alley of Lake St. John is not a basin with no outlet towards the 
"'''st, as was at first thought, and surrounded on all sides by the lofty 
chain of the Laurentides, which made the opening of communications very 
difficult and indeed impossible for a rail way, and isolated this fine valley 
i;':'m that of the:3t. Lawrence and of the St. Maurice by a space of more 
than a hundred miles of unfruitful and barren land, altogether unfit for 
'~}arposes of colonization. 

We ourselves crossl:'d the Laurentides sc·\·t~ral times in those places 
which are known to be the least difficult and the most accessible, but each 
time we became convinced that this immense country was only fit for 
hunting and fishing, and that it was impossible to construct a railway 
through it, unless at the eXjWllSI:' of millions. 

At present, taking into consideration the past explorations which we 
~na\e made, and that just completed, the contrast is reassuring; I now per
('.;;iYe a gentle descent, with hardly any Qbstacle, towards the St. Lawrence, 
.)assing by the side of those mountains and precipices which we used to 
,"'gard as our only possible passage. 

We see also a territory but little broken, fi t for cuI ti vation, and covered 
'""ith magnificent timber, with every facility for transport; a territory 
.'.apable of receidng and settling a population of many thousand souls; 
ll'.lmerous ,Yater powers placed here and there for the utility and industry 
.)1' this population; a tprritory which will permit the location of a railroad 
more than a thousand feet below the present line, 'l.nd above all traversing 
;.s. ::~rtile region which requirl's only arms to work it, to become rich and 
... >ToOlwrons. 

The valleys of the Ouiatchouan, Bostonnais, Batiscan, Little Bostonnais 
and the Croche, which I haye explored, contain nearly a million acres of 
.arable land, with half a millIon acres included in the county of Chicoutimi. 
This is much more than sufficient to interest the Government and the friends 
-of colonization to fayor, and at the same time to help, the settlement of this 
vast domain comprised within the province of Quebec, and which may so 
largely contribute to its advancement and prosperity. 

(P.-H. Dumlli.~, 25th July, 1874.) 
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I have the honor to inform you that the exploration and scaling of the 
rivers Ouiatchouan, part of the Grand Bostonnais and Batiscan, comprising 
the island of lake Ed ward, and other tributaries to the east, the Little Bos
tonnais and part of the rivers Croche and Oniatchonanish, hav~, owi ng to> 
the winter having been unusually favorable for such operations, he-en 
brought to a succPssful termination. 

The result of my operations far exceeds the hopes which I entertained 
that it might be possible to open up to colonization a part of the vast 
domain lying between us and the valley of the :3t La \,'rence. There can 
now be no donbt that the isolated colony of Lake:3t. John will in a ,"ery short 
time be connected by a long chain of settlements with t!1e fint> parishe& 
along the St. Lawrence between Quebec and Three-Rivers and also with 
the St. Maurice. The Laurentian range has, so to speak, been etfaced from 
the region which I have explored; the highest lands not rising six hundred. 
feet above the level of Lake St. John. After passing the first hill which f'.;;·3S 

south of the lake on the second mile, a slightly undulating plain presents 
itself extending from north to south for a long distance. Above Commis
sioners' lake, another rise, less than the first, leads to the level of the height 
of land and forms the second and last plateau. The descent towards the St_ 
Lawrence is almost imperceptible. The valley is wide and the view magni
ficent. As for the soil and timber, the essentials of the region, they are at. 
least satisfactory. The land is not, certainly, composed of allm'ioll and clay 
like that of the greater part of the valley of Lake St. John, but gray and 
yellow earth, mixed in some places with sand, and covered by a very rich 
mould, which promises much, if the luxuriant forests of e,'ery s()rt of wood 
to be found in the province, which co\'er this part of the country from one 
river to the other, may be considered a favorable indication. 

The island of lake Edward is the key, orrather the hyphen, connecting 
the valleys of the St. Lawrence ani the Saguenay. 

The soil in the valley of the river Oroche is richer. Flat lands, so to 
speak, nearly half a mile wide, co,'ered with a luxuriant Yf'getation, among 
which elm anu ash predominate, stretch away on each side of the riyer for 
a distance of at l"ast filty miles. 

There are several settlements along these strips, on which abundant 
crops of hay and oats ar raised. These rIvers are all well timbered. Pine is 
to be seen !ill the way from the township of Charlevoix on Lake St. John to 
La Tuque. The river Croche is rich in pine of the best quality. Mr. Hall 
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makes 2;),000 logs a year on it, and at the same rate there is a supply for 
many.years to come. 

I 'was r:::ther agreeably surprised by the appearance of the St. Maurice. 
It is almost a miniature of the :'~lg'uenay with its steep banks aild bare 
rocks. To state that there is no practicable road along the St. :Maurice, that 
the lumbering firms operating on the l~ pper St.:'Iauril'e, ha,·e not yet 
sUl'cecded in openillg up communi,'ation with the PIles, is tantamount to 
sayillg that the adnntage<; of this part of the country do not quite justify 
the descriptions and encouraging reports we han~ t'O often read of this 
in tt'r.:sting yalley. 

It 'would appeal' from the statements of competent parties, agents of 
the lumbering firms referred to aboye, who h,we liyed more than twenty 
yeal'S in.this section, that it is almost impossible to run a railway through 
the ;-;t Maurice yalley except :d enormous cost. The most n3turallOute and 
the cheapest, being at Ipast (,00 feet below the line run r-.lr. Sullivan on the 
lwi::;hts, aud ". hidl would trayerse lar~'e trads of good land and magnifi
Cell t forests, is to he found only in the yalley of the ri yer Batiscan. .A. 
bl'allf'h could be made to "Olllled the ~t. :3Ianrice and the riYer Oroche, by 
the ,Talley of the riYer Bostonnais, the riYer au Lard and J eannotte. 

(P.-Ii. DIi1J/(//s. 4th ~eptember, 1874.) 

RIYER:-; OUIATl'IIOU\:,\, BATI:-;('.\N, HU:-;T():'\:'\AIS AXD :-;1'. 'IIAURICE. 

In order to calTY out the supplemen tary instructions contained in your 
;eiter of the 29th October last, relatil1~ to the :-;urn'}, of certain lines of 
exploration to yeli!"y iLe exad position of some of the branches of the 
Ouiatchouan, Batiscan, Bostonnais and St. Ma:1l"ice. we proceeded to the 
northern extremity oflake Najaulonk to the post of the third mile of the 
scaling of part of the ri,·er Bostonnais 

Circumstances preYenting ns from making- an astronomical obsen"ation 
on the S}Jot, \w proct'eced to the suryey of the line J. K., starting magneti
cally from the post aboye mentioned to the sixth mile, where an obsenTation 
of the pole star established tIle course as north 65 0 30' \yest, astronomical, 
the yariation being 11)0. 'Ve prolonged the line on this course to the inter
seciion of Mr. Blaiklock's exploratory line traced from La Tuque to Lake 
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St John in 1857 and 1858. and running north 20<'> 30' east, astronomical, to 
an undefined point, haying found no post on either side, but at an angle ot 
20° of difference from a right angle and at a distance of 8 miles, 7! I chains 
and 50 links from my starting point, establishing the ('orrl'dnei;~ of the 
preceding sUITey of the riYers Ouiatchouan and Bostonnais, and ~(·:tlin!!,' on 
the course of this line lake Kapinitikamack or lake Tra\'ers, of the little 
riYer Croche. 

,,-e next proceeded to tlw \'erification of the distance b·t w,'l'n Cedar 
or Kiskisink lake, which disch:H~'ps into the rin'r Bostonnais, and the line 
run by Mr. O'Sullivan, P. L. ~, for the Quebec and Lake ",t John gail way. 

After scaling the north eastern bay of Ct'ci:ll' lake from the Pf):;t of the 
63rd mile of the sUITey ufthe rinr Bostonnais by }Ir . .T ohn Bi!.nlo'll, P. L. S" 
we ran the line L. M. on a conrse :26 0 ,')0' east, astronomical, from the post 
which we planted at the north west of the said bay, crossing the h .. i!!,·ht of 
land between the waters of the Bostonnais and those of the' M..tabetchonan 
river, and continuing on the east side of the said rinr to the iutl'l'sedion of 
the O'Sullh'an line, which we struck at an angle of G8 V and at a clistauce 
of 38 chains, 60 links north of the post of the fi7th m:le of the said ()'Sulli
van line. This yerification line measures ~ miles, 7:3 chains and 70 links. 
Along the course of this and the preceding line, the soil gimerally is good 
and composed of yellow an·l grey loam mixed with san.]. 1'11<: timber 
consists of white spruce, tamarac, grey spruce, fir, while birch, birch, aspen 
and a few pine. 

On the completion of this operation, we went towards th,' Island of 
lake Edward, to there prolong the meridian line run by surveyors Le'g'l'ndre 
and Casgrain. At the northern extremity of this line, we continned it in 
the same astronomical diredion to the int"l'se,·tion of the north el1"tern 
branch of the ri \'er Batiscan near the discharge of lak,~ Ed "Yard, sl'aling on 
its course lake aux Orignaux and exploring on both sides to the limits of 
the Island. 

This line E. C. traverses rolling' and good quality land. The timber 
is large and tall ar .. d of all kinds. The pine and !;pruce can he easily 
worked. The distance traversed with the chain measures, from the 14th 
mile to the north eastern branch, G miles, 50 chains and j!) links. 

Returning to the post of the 16th mile planted on the line F. C., in 
order to run a transverse line to the east and we!;t of thiS post, we were 
obliged to go further to the south to avoid the steeep flank of a mountain 
Dear the line to the west and a start at right angles was made at 27 chains 
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and 16 links on the 16th mile, that is to say, to t.he east astronomical and 
we prolonged the said transver~e line to the north east branch of the river 
Batiscan, a distance of 2 miles, 53 chains and 75 links from the said centre 
line to 29 chains to the north of the post of the 25th mile of the survey of 
the said branch 

We then prolonged this same transverse line to the west astronomical, 
from the centre lin~ aforesaid to the weRtern bank oflake Edward, a distance 
of 3 miles, 51 chains and 7.5 links. 

The land and timber, in this section, are the same as III the part just 
herein before described. 

We next proceeded to run another transverse line from the post of the 
4th mile of the same meridian line of Legendre and Casgrain 

On the east side, this transver~e line, running east, astronomical, had 
been partly chained and marked to lake Trompeur on the 6th mile, as far 
as we could judge from the posts found along its course, and it was bV 
error probably that this chaining was not prolonged further, taking the lake 
where it terminates for the north-west branch of the river Batiscan, which 
occurs at 15 chains on the 8th mile as verified by us on this survey. This 
line traverses a tract cut up with mountains from north to south, with nar
row, intervening valleys composed of good land a.:..d wooded with all the 
kinds of timber before mentioned. Birch, especially, is found in greater 
quantity. The pine and spruce have bl~en partly worked for years. 

Returning to the centre lint'. we prolonged this transverse line and partly 
chained and picketed it to lake Racl·onrl·i to the west astronomical, from the 
post of the 1th mile of the original suryey, for a distance of 1 mile, 24 
chains and 40 links from the centre line. This lake has been taken for the 
north west branch of the rin'r Batiscan, althought it discharges its waters 
to the north, away from the river, which is found at 23 chains and 20 links 
on the ~rd mile. We continul'd the sur,ey of this line, carefully scaling 
the lakes on its course and terminating it at the waters of the Little Bos
tonnais ri,rer rf'presented by a stream dischar!!ing on the east into that river 
at about 30 chains to the north of little lake Wayagamack. 

This line measures 9 miles, 36 chains and -t.) links from the centre line 
and is marked C. D. E., crossing a fine trad of arable and well timbered 
land, but broken here and there by mountains and rocks especially near 
little lake Wayagamack. 
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Not knowing if we could strike the north east outline of the new 
township of Malhiot, before our pro\'isions ran out-for greater safety, we 
continued, scaling the stream above mentioned, as far as the Little Boston
nais, a.nd from the latter as far as little lake Wayagamack and then to its 
discharge into the large lake of the same name. We stopped at the south 
east outline of the township of Malhiot, at about 23 chains from the post 
of the 8th mile of the chaining of this line by Mr. DeLachevroWlre, P. L. S. 

In the scaled part of the Little Bostonnais ri ver, the land is well suited 
to cultivation and the wood is well grown and of remarkable size. The pine 
and spruce might be profitably lumbered, the river being free from obstruc·· 
tions to great lake Wayagamack. 

The survey of this part of the Little Bostonnais river and of its tribu
tary from the western end of the transvt'rse line C. D. E. to the south east 
outline of the township of Malhiot is 6 miles, 9 chains and 17 links long. 

Returning to the river J eannotte or north west branch of the Batiscan, 
we descended it to the forks and thence the course of the principal branch 
to the line of the Three Rocks rapid, run bV Mr. Dery, P. L. S., betwe~n 
the townships of Colbert and Gosford and prolonged to the river Batiscan. 

A. B.-This line runs north 45° west astronomical (the variation being 
15°). We prolonged it for 4 miles, 6'~ chains and 30 links. being unable to 
push it further on account of a heavy thaw threatening and of our provi
sions rapidly running out, as well as of the dilapi.dated condition of OUT 

snow-shoes, &c. 

The surface, in this last part, is very broken, the mountains very high 
and rocky, and the merchantable timber, such as pine and spruce, has be~n 
lumbered for years. Some lakes were scaled and the line marked with 
numbered mile-posts. 

We here terminated the survey after encountering difficulties of all 
kinds and undergoing a great deal of bad weather, rall1 espeGiallv, whi0h 
was far from favoring the despatch of our work. 

Before closing this report, we should m~ntion a verification made last 
autumn, at the demand of your department, between the river Bostonnais, 
starting from the group of islands on that river, and lake E,l ward at the 
mouth of river au Rat, which falls into the north-west bay of the said lake, 
scaling that river along its whole course, as well as the lakes, the p0t:tage 
of the height of land and the lakes thereon. 
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lakes, and embraces an arable tract in great part suited to culti,"ation, 
although a little broken hers and there by small heights. The merchant. 
able timher on the banks of the Bostol1nai., ri,'er has been mostly cut offbv 
the lumberers, but there still remains some on the shores of lake Ed ward. 

In fine, this exploration h:1s once more shown that the whole of this 
still uninhabited region, extending to the north· west from Quebec to Lake 
St·John, is ,yell adapted to colonization and onl r needs a rail way to opl'n it 
np to settlement. 

(P.·H. Dlllilaz~<, 4th July, lSI G.) 

l'uUXTIlY BET\\'EE~ CEDAr. LAKE AND LAKE ~T. JOHN. 

In compliance with your n'rl).ll request that I should give you a 
report on tIll' nature of the country between Cedar or Kiskisink lake and 
Lake St. John ~'ill the Metabetchouan valley, I haye the honor to state as 
follo,,"s : 

From (\·dar lake to the 10'wer end of lake Nag-uagami or Metabetchouan 
lake, a distance of about lour miles, the country is rocky and hilly, and 
there is n'ry little soil or tim bel' worth speakillg' of. Below Metabetcaouan 
lake, the country is d""idedly better and some exc,-llent flats of lands are 
found. particularly Oil the w('st side of the ri'"er. Forest fires haye swept a 
considerable portion of the east side of the 1"Iver and part of the west side 
has been burnt o,'er also, which is now on'rgrown with white birch and 
poplar. In a few ph"'s the mouutains close in, but the gr"~lter part of the 
land along' the river from lake Xag'lugami, dOliYIl to the rear line of the 
township of JIet~l bet<·houan. a distance of about thirty miles, is fit for 
settlement. About lllidway between lac a la Carpe and lake Neguagami, 
there appears to be a considerable extent of very good land. The soil is 
exceedingly rich 011 both sides of the ri "er, being generally a heavy clay 
bottom l'oYered with a rich loam of darki~h brown colour. In the township 
of De Quen the soil is ,'ery good along the rin-r and the unsun"eyed land 
on the opposite or ea:st side appears to be very good also. The hunters, who 
worked 'with me on the sUlTey, say that the land is fit for cultivation for 
:four' or five miles deep on each side of the river, but I am afraid that a. 
good deal of it will be found rather stony. 
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TIMBER -There is a considerable quantity of sprnce, and ;;utlW excellent 
('frons of tamarac on either side of the river. Tlhl old bt"/l!ds are CO\"L'!"<'d eo 
with a thick growth of white birch, poplar and fir. and as there is no 
8carcity of water-power, there would be no more promi-;illg RiLr' for the 
manufacture of pulp or the different other mannfaclnring purpOsrlS for 
which the above mentioned yarieties of tiffilwr at'" songht, if the railway 
wpre built 1)), MctabetGhouan yalley. 

(Henrv 0' 811flil'I/Ii , 8th March, 181)7). 

Rn"ER ~1ETABETCHOUAN A~D ITS TRIBUTARIES. 

Beginning my operations at the west end of lake ~t. Henry, on the 
riYer !lIt'tabetchouan, I scaled this lake. which is at least three miles long 
and three quarters of a mile wide, with banks rising at dill"rent places 
almost perpendicularly from the water. The timber surronnding it is com
posed of grey spruce, tamarac and whitt, birch. The lake is contraded at 
its southern extremity to a ,,·idth of only one hnndred and fifty feet. Here 
a fall of thirty led, or rather two falls of fifteen feet cal·h, selHrate it from 
lak9 Hugh. This lake is almost three mil,·s long, hy thirty chains wide. 
I scaled it completely, np to the entrance of the riyer ~IL·tabdchouan. 
Thpnce I continued the l'il"aling- of the latter up'wal"ll~, meeti1l.~, thirty 
chains from lake Hugh, a strong rapid, a mile long', and a fall of fifteen feet 
in height, then some thirty chaias of still water, before arriying at its 
confiUL'nr:e with the rinr Metasrouac. Thence, lea\-ing the ~1.'tahetchouan 
for a timt', I scaled the ri,-er and lake ~Iet:lsc()\l:tc up t., th,~ firth lake, and 
a portion of the two branches flowillg from the east. This ri\-er and its 
branch(,s flow in a serpen tiut' course, with scar("\~ly'~ n y curren t, t hrongh a 
le\"el tract which has been de"astated by fire, similarly to the nearest 
mountains. Some dry trunks of tamaLtC are still to be seen where the fire 
passed. The land is not rocky, and, if culti vated, would make fine meadows. I 
then descended this riYer, and continued the scaling of the :'IIdalwichonan, 
the lake A as shown on tht' plan, lake it la Place, aUll other small lakes, up 
to riYer No.2, one of the tributaries coming from the east, which I scaled 
for a distance of fiYe miles and a quarter. 

I then again resumed the scaling of the Metabetchouan, and continued 
without interruption up to lake aux Rognons, a distance of about ten miles, 
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meeting three rapids, the first three-quarters of a mile long, with a fall of 
twenty-fiye feet; the second, a mile long, and the third, a succession of 
falls and rapids of a total height of over two hundred feet in a length of 
nearly two mile::;, completely shut in by high mountains on both sides. For 
the first eight miles above lake a la Place, with theexc{'ptiolloftwo rapids, 
the riYer, swarming with trout, winds with an almost imperceptible cur
rent, through magnificent natural meadows, where wild hay grows lun
riantly,atfording splendid feeding grounds for the moose and caribou which 
abound in these parts. The monntains, of no great height, are covered 
with white birch and poplar, while black spruce, tamarac and balsam grow 
on the lowlands. 

This river takes its rise in lake aux Rognolls, \vhich is fed by the dis
charge of lake des Males and that of lake des lIes, the t\Yo uniting about 
half a mile above the lake. 

I first scaled thi~ lake, the circumference of which is about eight miles 
and a quarter. The mountains which enclose it on the east and west sides 
are woodeo with spruce, balsam and white birch. On the south is a plain, 
through which the stream falling into lake aUI Rognons flows. I fini~hed 
my operations wit h the scaling of a portion of the discharge oflake des 
lIes, flowing from the north east for a distance of four miles, thirty-one 
chains; and that of lake des Males, flowing from the south east, eleven 
miles in length. Their courses are capricious, on account of their sinuosity, 
but easy, and of an ayerage width of thirty-five feet. The soil is of medium 
quality; where it i'S not mountainous, it is rocky or sandy. Merchantable 
timber is scarce: the woous are of the same species, black spruce and poplar 
of small size. 

(E. Casgrain, :25th April, 1837) 

REGION BETWEEN LAKE I,ACROIX AND THE METABETCHOUAN. 

I b('gan my work on the 14th March last at lake Lacroix, forming part 
of the river Batiscan, at the 20th mIle of Mr. Dnmais' line, making north 
westwar,lly towards the height of lands and thence, following th" livers, 
lakes and portages, as far as the riYer Metabetchouan, to the exploratory 
line of Messrs O'Sullivan and Casgrain, where I connected, according to 



instructions, my measurements as shown 011 the plan accompanying the 
present report. 

I met no timber limits line in the course of my operations - at least. 
I saw no traces of any; but I did meet the O'Sulliyun and Uasgraiu explor
ation line, which I followed and chained for three miles in order to make 
sure of the point where I should make my connection. I carefully noted 
all the remarkable geographical features which I came across, namely; the 
water falls, rapids, islands, &c. I also made detailed notes of the quality 
of the soil and timber, the general aspect of the land on each side of the 
rivers and lakes, the fishing grounds, &c., &c., the whole as indicated on 
the plan. 

)lost of the 18.kes met with on the course of the survey swarm with 
fish; red trout is abundant, especially in lakes aux Biscuits, Travers, Trois 
Cariboux, Brule, &c., &c., judging from the results of the fishing trials I 
made in passing. 

The prevailing timber is white and grey spruce, tamarac, ~'hite birch 
and sometimes birch. Alder is common in the river bottoms. Pine is so 
scarce that I do not recall ha,ing seen any. 

Apart from the surroundings of lake Brule and the small lake des 
Chicots, I did not see any ravages committed by fire, as the wood is green 
and of fine growth. 

The mountains are neither high nor steep. The lands which I noticed 
in passing and consider suited to cultivation lie on both sides of the river 
Sauvage and in the \alley of the ri \'er Metabetehouan. As for the land 
elsewhere, I am of opinion that it is too poor and rocky for cultivation. 

(T.-C. De LaC/~evrotie,.e, 8th July, 1887.) 

BLOCK F. 

The third exploration embraces the tract lying between the Quebec 
road to the east, the exploratory line starting from the discharge of Otter 
lake and joining lake Bouchette to the north and lakes Bouchette, Commis
sioners' and Quaquagamack, to the west; the 43rd parallel of latitude and 
the line starting from the 72nd mile on the Blaiklock line and joining the 
Quebec road to the south. 
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From the disch;lJ'gl~ of Otter lakP, going towards lake Bouchette, for a 
distance of four miles, the land is wry rocky and bad. and the wood princi
pally balsam and spruce of small dimensions. The soil is ~\'nerally flat and 
cnt up by 11nm"rons brooks, 0111' of whit·h has a width of 15 feeL On the 
fifth mile, I \Tusserl a tract of ,yind-fallen trees, 14 acres long The size of 
the tim bel' seemed to illcreasp. a litt Ii:'. From this point for a distance of 19 
miles the soil is rO"ky and barren, though generally little broken The 
timber, composed esp,'cially of bal,,;lll1, asp .'11, white birch, white sprucl' 
and tamarac is almost e.-ery\vhere of medium size. On the 14th. 15th and 
17th mil.,s. ho\vewr, it is \"ery small. On the other hand, I remarked some 
very fine tamarac and white spruce on the 14th and 15th miles. On the 
6th mile, there is a large tract of wind-fallen trees, which extends oYer a 
part of the /lh mile, on which I also met a swamp, a hill covered with 
white birch and a bruli", which ends on the banks of the river aux K'Ol'ces 
on the 8th mile. 

On the other side of this river, all traces of the brule disappeared; the 
'woods are e,-"ryw here green as far as the] 5th mile, where there is a large 
brule fully a mile \"ide. 

On the 1Gth mile, the ~ret'n woods reappear. This section is traversed 
by the ri ,-er aux E"orces and se,-eral large and small brooks, I also met 
some 'small muddy lakes on the 20th mile; the hnd is good and the timber 
chiefly whitt' Spnl('l' of good size. This region continues to the 21st mile 
as far as the banks of the ri,-er Metabetchouall which, at this point, is 
about 300 feet wick On the 22nd mile, the land is very good, bei:lg' in 
part a 10'Lm of excellent quality, The timber, which is composed of poplar 
balsam, , .. hite spruce and tamarac, is very large, There is also some alder. 

The ~'n()(l "nil und timb','r continne to the ~,jth mile at the end of ,,-hich 
there is an alder ~TO\'C interspersc'd with large tamarac. From this point 
to the :32nd mile, the soil is rocky and poor, The timber, composed of bal
sam, white birch, tarn2rac', white and grey spruce, j,:: of medium size, I 
met a fe\" scattered pines also on th,~ ~,)th mile and an alder gro\-e on the 
32nd, among which I r'c'mlrked very large tamarac. I also saw some large 
spruce on the :27th and 30th miles; but they were not numerous, Gene
rally, the ground ill this part is not mnch broken and only by slight 
ascents and by the brooks and smalllak,'s which intersect it. 

From the B211d mile to lake Bonchette on the 31st mile, the soil and 
timber again ))\'('0rne !,'.'I)O(l. The land, nearly loamy all o\-er, could be very 
advantageonsly cuiti,'ated, with the exception of the 3:,)th mile, where it is 
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rocky. The bulk of the timber, 'shich is g-enerally of good siz~, is Gomposed 
of spruce, balsam, white birch, some yellow birch and ahlers 

I then followed lake Bouchette and afterwards Commissioners' lak~ • 
but, at 4 miles from the head of the latter, I ran an explor,ttorr line for 
three miles towards the east; all along this line, th~ land is of excellent 
quality. Grey sprnce, tamarac, balsam and pin,~ predominate nearly 8,ery
"here. On the banks of Commissioners' lake alone, it would be easy to 
make 12,000 logs. There is also :m alder grove and some '"ery small hb~k 
spruce there. 

Beyond the third mile, the soil and timber seem to maintain their 
good quality. I then returned on my skps and proceeded to the first portage 
of lake Quaquagamack on the 48th parallel of latitude, passing through 
a country of which the soil seemed good. Thence, I went eastward, follow
ing the said 48th parallel to the river Metabet0houan. 

On the first six miles, the land is very good; it is mostly loam, with 
some patches of black mould; but it is not rocky. The predominating 
woods are tamarac, grey and white spruce, white birch and fir. Some of 
the spnv:e measured 20 inches in diameter. 

On the fourth mile, there is a flat of 600 acres in "idth, conred chiefly 
with wild hay, alders ane tamarac. This flat is succeeded by a swamp of 
four acres. 

On the first and fifth miles, I met pretty large alder grOHS, the soil of 
which is excellent. This part is not mOllntainous, but it is pretty rolling 
and intersected by some small riYers and numerous brooks. 

From the sixth mile to the ri,"er Metabetchouan, the land and timber 
leaT"e much to desire. The soil is mostly a yellow loam of mediocre quality, 
and the prevailing timber is balsam, grey spruce and white birch, the 
whole of medium size. 

On reaching the river Metabetchouan, I met a pretty exte1lSin~ bru'e. 

On this same exploration, I followed for some time the ri,"er aux Ecorces 
at the beginning of the 8th mile on my exploratory line north. At my 
starting point, I remarked a great brule on the east side, grown up again 
with balsam, grey spruce and tamarac of medium size. On the west side 
the land is level. All this first section shows a soil of mediocre quality and 
consequently unprofitable for cultiyation; but after this the land improves 
and becomes T"ery workable. Here the wood is still balsam and spruce. 
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Further on, the land becomes of superior quality and the timber assumes 
large dimensions. Here, there is a branch of the river coming from the 
south-east, with a very rapid current. The banks of this branch show fine 
white spruce scattered and growing on a pretty good soil. 

To sum up, the tract of country comprised in my first exploration is of 
bad quality both from the standpoints of colonization and timber. The 
trac1 embraced in my second exploration, although preferable to the pre
ceding, still does not possess the qualities calculated to recommend it either 
for lumbering or tillage - in a word, it is only \'\:,ry mediocre land. But 
the tract examined 011 my third exploratory survey offers real and unques
tionable advantages in all respects. True, some parts of it are little suited to 
cultivation; but they are of small extent. As for the quality of the timber. 
it is sufficiently good to amply repay its working. 

I must, however. note that the part of block F, which I have explored, 
only gives an imperfect idea of the lands which adjoin Lake St. John to the 
Wt~st and north west. The value of block F cannot form a basis of calcula
tion for the company, whish will undertake to build a railway connecting 
Quebec with Lake st. John. What this company should above all consider 
is the exceptional fertility of the lands to which the railway would afford 
a.n outlet. Around the lake and along the course of its tributary riverh, 
stretch immense tracts of a richness with few parallels in the other parts of 
the province. The Metabetchouan, Ouiatchouan, aux Iroquois, a rOurs, 
Chamouchouan and Mistassini, ali drain the finest lands in the world. 
Some settlements have already been formed in this valley. Here also are 
st. Jerome, Pointe Bleue, Pointe aux Trembles, &t·., born, so to say, of 
yesterday, yet already yery flourishing, notwithstanding disastrous fires. 

But what are these settlem.mts as ('ompared with the immense region 
which only awaits the axe of the settler to produce a hundred fold. They 
do not form the one hundredth part of it. Thus, between the Mistassini 
and the Chamouchouan, there stretches a tongue of land of inexhaustible 
fertility and measuring 15 leagues in depth; then, from the last named 
river to the Metabetchouan, there is another tra(;t of land not quite so long 
as the preceding, but equally as fertile. 

The prevailing soil throughout this region is clay of excellent quality, 
w hose fertility has become all the greater since it has been exposed to the 
air and ploughed and worked ever. In some places, small areas of 
black mould very easily prepared for cultivation are met with, as well a8 

some patches of light loam, whose utility in farming is highly approved. 



529 

All this extent of land is covered with a he~wy forest, in which the 
predominating wood is spruce of large dimensions, and the lumbering of 
which, I am convinced, would prove very lucrative. 

(E. Casgrain, 7th November, 187~). 

As instructed, after arranging with Mr. Casgrain, P. L. S., in charge 
of the exploratory survey of the eastern part of the same block, I proceeded 
to the exploratory line run by Mr. Blaiklock, in 1847, and endeavored to 
find the 9th mile post, which was to serve as my starting point to fix the 
south-east limit of said block. I sU0ceeded in determining with enough 
accuracy its position and thence ran my base line on a west course and 
continued it for 16 miles, the measuring being done by stepping. 

From this line merely blazed as an exploration line and taking for a 
base the Casgrain line of 1870, I ran, according to the nature of the ground, 
at every five miles, cross exploratory lines as far as the 48th parallel, along 
the general course east and west and varying in length, according to the 
nature of the ground, from -1 to 6 miles, noting as I proceeded the general 
aspect of the country traversed by these lines. 

)Ir. Casgrain instructed me to also examine the shores of lake Ed ward 
and the Island of lake Ed ward. To save time and transportation, I 
chained the bay and followed the course of the river Ouiatchouan to lake 
Quaquagamack or Commissioners', whence, taking for base the line from 
LaTuque to Lake St. John, run by Mr. Blaiklock, I laid down the north
west outline of the block to the river Croche on a western course as 
indi_ed on the plan. 

The tract comprised between the south-west boundary and the 48th 
parallel is irregular, broken and rocky; steep mountains and hills running 
in all directions render unfit, so to say, for colonization, at least in the 
present, if not also in the future, the few level valleys wherein, notwith· 
standing a barren sand, there are some thousand acres suited to tillltge. 

Numerous lakes, rivers and brooks drain this region; but unfortunately 
the plateaus which they form are so disconnected that, without other 
resources, only isolated settlements could be counted upon. 

34 
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Generally speaking, the timber is of little value; on the low grounds, 
black spruce pre,'ails ; elsewhere, it is a mixture of white spruce, balsam 
and \yhite birch. Pine is in small quantity and of little value. Fire has 
committed some destruction. The burnt woods have been replaced by an 
undergrowth of white birch, poplar and aspen. The quantity of wind
fallen trees shows that heavy storms have passed especially in a south
westerly direction. 

The ri"er ~Ietabekhonan, so to say, divides this part of block F into two 
parts. Its width ,"aries between 1 chain, 50 links and 9 chains, and there 
are some splendid water powers Oil it, which would become yaluable in a 
better agricultural region. 

Its navigation is broken at intervals by rapids, falls and cascades, 
necessitating portages of from 10 to 80 chains. 

In the part circumscribed by the 48th parallel, Commissioners' lake, 
the river Croehe, and the north-west limit, the timber is larger and more 
mixed. Pine is more abundant, though still scattered and consequently of 
less value. 

As elsewhere, the mountainous nature of the ground will prevent the 
arable lands on the banks of the river Oroche, Commissioners' lake and other 
tributaries from being utilizecl for many years. 

Following' the ri,'er Pequagasoui which forms part of the \-vestern 
boundary of said block, the tract, especially in the narrow part, seemed to 
me very well suited to cultivation, but, where the bed of the river widens 
out, the soil is rockier. 

The exploration of lake Edward was more satisfactory. Large hard 
and soft wood indicate a richer soil. A few mountains, it is true, jut out 
to the lake, hut their slopes are pretty g-,·ntle. Adding to the valleys which 
they form a superficies of from two and a half to three miles, which the 
Island of lake E<l,Yard can give, and we get in this region several thousand 
acres of arable land. The breadth of the lake varies from half a mile to 
three miles, and the water is very deep at a few feet only from the banks. 

(R. Te1u, 12th Noyember, 1872.) 
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RIVERS :\:!ISTASSIBI, AU RAT AND WASSIE:\fSKA. 

In obedience to instructions, dated 18th Jan nary last, relating to the 
survey of the rivers :\:Iistassibi, au Rat and Wassiemska, I have the honor to 
make the following report : 

The Indians of Lake St. John are of opinion that the river :\Iisbssibi is 
larger, having several large tributaries more than the :\I istassini, and I have 
myself observed that its volume of water at this season is quite as consid
erable as that of the latter. It drains that vast plateau, streching north
wards from Lake St. John, and which, from the neighborhood of the Ol1iat
chouanish, has the appearance of a boundless plain. At the mouth of the 
Mistassibi this plateau is 75 feet above the river, but this elevation d']creases 
as the rapids and falls are surmounted. The largest of these is found at the 
end of the first mile, and brings us thirty feet nearer to the level of the 
plateau; on the second mile those that there form islands and rocks in the 
middle of the river are shorter in the north west arm, but st.eeper than in 
the south-east branch, where they take the form of a long cascade. On the 
fifth mile, a fall, al·,o divided by islets, mingles its roar with that o[;\nl)ther 
one separated from it by a distance of only a few chains. The appearance of 
this latter is remarkable. Rnnning length wise of the river, it tra versps the 
latter by a diagonal about three-quarters of a mile long in a place where 
the Mistassibi is only seyen chains wide, and presents the appearance of 
an immense timber .,slide whose surplus water is flowing off at one side. 

On the sixth mile another fall raises the ri,'er nearly to the heiC\'ht of 
the plateau aboye mentioned; and from thclre to the eLwenth mile the 
land is generally level or :;lightly undulating in some places, and no obsta
cles are met with in the passagcl up the river. From this point, two falls 
and two rapids, following the steps of the plateau, raise up to about 120 
feet above Lake:-:it. John, a height which is increased by 30 feet more on the 
16th mile. The current of the river here is gentle, its width from ten to 
eighteen chains, and its depth ten to twel\Te feet-during freshets, reaching 
twenty feet. No furthpr obstacles are encountered in ascending the river 
as far as the thirty-fifth mile, where, hemmed in bdwc'en rocks and broken 
up by detached masses of stone, its peaceable course is more brusq uely 
interrupted by a fall of ten feet on the 37th mile, a small rapi 1 Oil the 38th 
mile, and then we arrive at the last one in the part of the river scaled by 
me. Here the water comes covered with froth from a fall of~u feet in heiO'ht o 
some fifteen chains further on, after passing through a narrow clefile of only 
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ten feet in width, in escaping from which the ri,Ter describes a sharp angle, 
and by its impetuosity, contrasting with the preceding falls. Above this 
iaU the ri,'er resumes its peaceable course in a nearly northerly direction, 
and maintains a wi<1th of eight to fifteen chains for a long distance. The 
~~ountry appear genera]] y leyel towards the north-west and hilly towards 
the north east, 'with intervals of burnt land. 

I ihere ceased my exploration of this river, and returned to its mouth, 
nl order to ascend the Mistassini and that part of the river au Rat already 
-:xplored. 

Judging from the explorations already made here and there on one 
hank or the other of the rinr Mistassibi, I have come to the conclusion 
i.hat at least three-quarters of the land watered by it is fit for cultivation, 
being largely composed of gray and yellow earth and clay mixed with sand 
'3.t the snrh'e, "ith an allurial subsoil of great depth, not rocky except in 
a fev,. places where the rocks rise through the surface to break the nearly 
uniform 12,el of the plateau. These rocks are higher and of greater extent 
abo,'e the 30th mile, and seem to disappear above the 40th mile, on the 
'h'st side of the rin'r. The ground is covered \yjth timber of all the varieties 
found in the yalley of Lake Nt. .fohn, except cedar. The age of the forest is 
about eighty years, and thl' remarkable size and height of the trees indicate 
a very rich soil. There remains no trace of the old forest, destroyed by fire. 

For th",:,;,:, reasons, there is not much merchantable timber near the 
"lanXs of this river. A few hundred pine and a few thousand spruce trees 
are about all that couhl be got there at present. In about forty or fifty years, 
i.t' not J'ayaged hy fire in the inieryal, this He\\' growth will furnish a large 
<,npply of timher. But the adnntages 'which these splendid lands offer to 
settlers are not likely to remain long unknown; and I haye no doubt that, 
were i1lt-'J't' hetter means of reaching them, til>:> young forest would soon 
gi n' place to fine fields of ,,,heat. 

The riY",r au Rat, another tributary of the Mistassini, flows in from the 
same "ide as the Mistassibi (the north-east) at a distance of a mile above the 
:~nter. From the starting point of the scaling which I made of the river au 
Rat, to about ten miles from its mouth, it runs only a short distance east of 
the Mistassini, yiz : sixty-one chams, by the measurement of a line drawn 
for this purpose and which seryed as a base of operations on this rinr. 

After taking an astronomical observation at my starting point, I scaled 
this river in ascending its course for a distance of thirty miles, as directed 
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in your letter of instructions. I measured the angl~s of the courses anll 
chained their lengths, marking the number of each mile on a squareu tree. 
as well as on a post, and ex'plored the banks from time to time to a certain 
distance from the river in order to form an idea of the quality of the ti m ber 
and the nature of the soil. From its mouth to our starting point, the aspect 
of this river is magnificent, and its level and well wooded banks are com
posed of rich and easily cultivated soil. Three falls and Rome rap ius are 
placed at nearly regular intervals over these ten miles. At the beginning 
of the first mile of the scaling, a large rapid in cascaues about a qunrter of 
a mile in length, divided into two parts by a rocky islet of sanustone, m:lfks 
a descent of thirty feet. Near the end of the fourth mile, and, on the first 
few chains of the fifth, two falls are met w hose aggregate height is about 
forty feet. The largest of all, and the last on the portion of the ri \'81' I scaled, 
is found on the seventh mile. It fa1l5 from a height of about sixty ft~et 
in a distance of a few chains. A rapid twenty-five chains long on the 
ninth mile, and another of six chains on the first part of the tenth mile, 
complete the series of obstacles wich obstruct this river in the thirty miles 
explored. 

The river then, at the tenth-ele\'enth mile, widens into a lake which 
extends to the 19th mile, varying in width from a quarler to three-quarters 
of a mile. It then continues its course, as varied as unforeseen, in a diTE'c
tion generally north-east, v,rinding about through level banks of alluvial 
soil, conred with fine timber, which stretches away to the west, by the 
tributary which debouches on the twenty-first mile, and continues to tht' 
north-east on a strip of se\'eral chains in width far beyond the thirtieth mile 
post, which is marked according to my instructions. 

Two tributaries flow in from the west side of this ri nr; the one above 
mentioned and the river Au Foin, (Hay riyer) at the beginning of the eighth 
mile. Those coming from the east are better describeu as streams than 
rlvers. 

After having thus finished the scaling of this part of the riYer au Rat 
and explored the bank on each side to a sufficient distance to gain an idea 
of the nature of the soil and the quality and ,'alue of the timber, I retraced 
my steps as far as the verification line at the starting point. Ascending the 
course of the Mistassini by this line, I arrived at the mouth of the river 
Wassiemska, another tributary flowing in from the south west side on the 
fortieth mile of the scaling of the river Mistassini. 
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The astronomical observation having been made as usual, I began the 
scaling of the ri yer Wassiemska at the post I had planted on the point formed 
by the junction of the two rivers; measuring the angles and chaining the 
courses over the authorized distance of thirty miles. This river is nearly 
;is I;omiderable as 1 he Mistassini. and parallel in course for a distance of 
Jiity miles. The land betwl'l'll the two is hiu'lwr and more hilly than that 
{'xtending to the south towards Tikouapee. The soil is composed of clayey 
gH'y and ydlow earth and sand, with here and there rocks yarying from 
fifly to a hundred and fifty feet in height. 

The fire of 1870 destr o}'cd the fine forests which had coyered the banks 
as far as the fifteenth mile. Beyond that point, the woods comprise the 
f'ame yarieties as are found on the Mistassini. On the thirty-first mile the 
forest again disappears, for a distance of about ten miles as well as I could 
m<lke out; but the fire ",hieh nwaged this section took place previous to 
1870. 

The only obstaclps to the nayigation of the part of this river scaled by 
me are a h'w rapid", which are not noticed in running down the river 
during the freshets. There are five of these rapids in the first sixteen miles; 
the water being unbroken for the remaining fourteen miles, and as much 
lul'ther above. On the sevEn teeth mile a branch from the south west, as 
large as the main river, communicates directly "'ith a lake nine miles long, 
which I scaled on my return. From this point, proceeding upwards, the 
appeanmc(' of the countly is changed: the soil is more level and the rocks 
disappear for a distalJCe of six miles, then recommence and continue increas
ing in height far beyond the thirty miles explored, but leaving large lenl 
plateaus on each side of the river of greater or less \vidth, following the 
sinuosities of the shores. 

At the end of the thirty miles explored, I planted a post, duly inscribed, 
')ll the right bank, ascending; each mile of the scaling having also been 
marked on t.he same side. 

Returning to the lake above mentioned, I scaled its VI' hole length. It 
is bounded on the west by rocks, with l"paces of land of good quality, but 
of small extent. This chain of rocks ends at the hea.d of the river Tikoua
pee. On the east side the heights are not so great and end about the middle 
of the lake. From there the land continues at the same level, and extends 
towards Lake St. John without interruption, and to the south as far as the 
river Ashuapmouchouan. The ground is slightly undulating, and the soil 
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is a mixture of clay, yellow earth and sand. There is no growing timber, 
all having been destroyed by fire in 1870. 

From the lake a James, so called, I followed a portage as far as the 
river Ashuapmouchouan, :,long which I proceeded to L ,II\: l' St. John, and 
then to Hebertville by the Kenogami road. 

I cannot close this report, Mr. Oommissioner, without submitting' to 
your serious consideration the fact that the work I haye just finished on 
these three rivers has fully confirmed me in the opinion which I enter
tained at the entrance to this yalley of the Lake St. John, during' the first 
explorations which I made by order of the Government of this prnyince. 
This opinion, timid at first, but which gained strength as I penetrated 
fmther into the interior in the prosecution of my work, is now nothing less 
than an unalterable con yiction, which I should like to see shared by all, 
for the greater advantage of the country. 

I am firmly convinced that the greater part of this region comprised 
within the vast basin surrounding Lake St. John, especially 011 the north 
side, that is to say, a tract of at least four millions of acres in snperficies, is 
composed of lands of the best description for agricultural purposes as well 
on account of the richness of the soil as the mildness of the climate. 

In order to establish a sufficiently close comparison, I think I may say, 
'without fear of being taxed with exaggeration, that we have in the valley 
of this lake an area of fine rich land of sufficient extent to support in comfort 
as large a population as that inhabiting the finest part of the valley of the 
St. Lawrence-that occupied by the counties of Richelieu, Yamaska, Ver
cheres. Bagot, St. Hyacinthe, Rouville, St. John, Napierdlle and Laprairie. 
The alluvial lands of Lake St. John are as large in extent and of greater 
depth than those watered by the ri \-ers Richelieu and Yamaska; while the 
climate is not inferior to that ot those old districts. 

With your indulgent permission, Mr. Oommissioner, I shall make here 
another comparison. For several years endeavors have been made to direct 
the surplus population of the older French Oanadian parishes to a distant 
province, and the idea appears to be spreading among us here that Manitoba 
is the settler's paradise. I wish I could make my yoice heard in the 
remotest corners of the province of Quebec. I would make e \Teryone 
understand, that, all well considered, the valley of Lake St. John is much 
more advantageous for my countrymen, for those who have no means as 
well as for those who, more favored, have a few hundred dollars of capital 
in hand. 
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In regard to the first especially there cannot be the least doubt. Let the 
owners of farms on the borders of Lake St. John be asked, if when they left 
their native parishes on.the St. Lawrence, they had any other capital than 
their nervous arms and their axes with which to make their homes and 
win their bread in the forest. How far couln they have got with the same 
possessions on the route to Manitoba? Would they eyer ha,e arrived at 
their destination '1 As for those who have some money to start with, there 
is all';o a greater certainty of success for them in our own province than in 
)Ianitoba. To begin a settlement in the latter, it is necessary to have at 
least from SIX to eight hundred dollars. With this sum of money, and 
energy and labor not wan ting, the industrious settler may hope to make his 
way, provided the grasshoppers do not forestall the sickle. Having the same 
capital to begin with in the Yalley of Lake St. John, the settler, bringing 
the same labor and energy to bear, will be independent in a shorter time 
than he could be in the North West, even with the grasshoppers left out of 
the question. For there is one source of danger in Manitoba that need never 
be feared at Lake st. John, under similar circumstances be it understood 
that is, with equally ayailable means of communication for both, and it i~ 
certain to be encountered, sooner or later by the settlers in the Canadian 
North West as it has been several times by- those in the contiguous States of 
the American Union. 

Is it not well known that the latter, instead of taking their crops of 
Indian corn to market, have frequently found it preferable to use it as fuel 
with which to warm their houses. Is it because the settlers in the North 
West of the Dominion are still further from a market for their produce that 
they may consider themselves safe from a I"imilar alternati ve? Would the 
settlers near Lake St. John ever have the shadow of such a danger to fear? 
No, if the means of communication, I'l1t'h as are lavishly provided in the' 
North We5t, even in advance of settl('ment, be not totally refused to the 
brave habitants who have been settled for five, ten, fifteen and twenty years 
on the borders of the lake. Notwithstanding the advantages offered by the 
country of their adoption, these settlers cannot forget that the sole obstacle 
which now opposes their progress is per ha ps a greater drawback than the 
scourge of grasshoppers and the remoteness of their locality are to those of 
:Manitoba. It cannot be too often reppated that the OIl!' hundred and twenty_ 
five to one hundred and fifty miles of forest separating us from a market 
will always be an insurmountable barrier to the development of coloniza
tion in this beautiful valley, unless it be decided to proceed with the con
struction of the rail \,"ay so long promised. 
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Without this great work, which our settlers arc still waiting for, though 
with shaken confidence in vievr of the inaction of the company which ha& 
been so generously 8uhsidized by the Government of the province and the 
city of Quebec, without this work, I say. the ten counties, which might tw 
laid out in the magnificent country of the Lake St.John valley, will not J"" 
opened up for perhaps two hundred and fifty or three hundred years. By 
pushing it forward withuut delay, the desired result may be attained in 
twenty-five or thirty years. 

(P.-H. DUII/(/is, 24th June, 1878.) 

LITTLE PERIBONKA RIVER. 

Taking as our point of departure a post planted on the north bank 01 

the said river, we chained it from its mouth to its source, taking note of all 
its windings, marking the miles throughout, meeting very few impedi
ments, and not losing a single day. 

We encountered on the 8th, 12th, 14th, 16th, 23rd, 56th and 7t1th 
miles, falls varying in height from 10 to 30 feet; the principal rapids are on 
the 11th, 13th, 25th, 36th, 40th and 78th miles, measuring from two to 
eighty chains in length. The lakes are of small extent, the largest of which 
I explored, supply the small tributaries, which flow into the river on each 
side. On the 51st mile a brule commences and extL'nds to the 78th mile; 
fire has destroyed all the primitive forest, but a new growth of scrub pine, 
poplar and white birch is scattered over the mountains and clothes a great 
part of the flat lands. 

The mountains appear on the 34th mile, bordering the river on both 
sides as far as the 57th mile; they then diverge from it principally on the 
west side, approaching it again or the 74th mile, and terminating at the 
height of land in small round hills which surround the borders of the taker> 
and small islands sloping down to the level of the horizon in a north-west 
direction. 

The species of lumber which predominate here are the grey spruce, the 
balsam, white birch, scrub pine or cypress, birch, poplar, white and yellow 
pine, cotton wood, poplar, ash willow, alder, white wood, nut hazel, 
mountain ash and soft maple. 
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The land, generally fl:lt or slightly undulating for the first forty miles, 
is composed of grey and yellow clayey soil, alluvion mixed with sand on 
the hanks of the river, and conred ,,,ith a rich mould on the principal 
plateaus. 

Those mountains "hich are rocky and co,'ered with yellow sandy soil 
are clothed with black spruce, white birch and bal&am, with a few pines 
here and there; the loftiest do not exceed a thousand feet in height. 

On the .')7th mile the moantains increase their distance from the river, 
the valley widens by degrees and forms a basin from three to five miles in 
breadth, terminating at the foot of the great rapid on the 77th mile 

This basin was formerly full of water forming a large lake, blIt since 
the excavation of the natural dyke which was formed by the mountain on 
the 56th mile, it has brcome empty and nearly dry with the exception of 
!'lome small lakes and yvinding streams flowing from them, which vary the 
uniformity of the land now slightly undulating. 

Were it not for the old burnt trunks of trees, here and there, over
topping the forest, the new growt.h of cypress only twenty to thirty years 
old, of vigorous growth, and closely packed along the two banks of the 
Peribonka as far as the mountains enclosing the basin, we should be 
inclined to believe that these young trees were the first production of a 
virgin soil new I y fertilized. 

The sources of this riYer are situated on the hnight of land over
hanging on the east th~ valley of the Great Peri bonk a, and on the west 
those of the rinrs aux Rats and aux Foins. both tributaries of the river 
Mistassini. 

The principal fork of this rh'er is situated at some chains' distance on 
this side of the Hth mile post, at the starting point of a line which 
measures eight miles and thirty-two chains, running due west as far as the 
,,,estern bank of the Mistassini, at a point 11!- chains from the post between 
the 13th and 14th ranges of the township of Parent, on its north-east out
line; this pricipal fork measures 7;) links in breadth at its confluence and 
flows in a north-westerly direction. 

The other tributaries are merely brooks; on the course of one of them 
about two miles from the riYer, there are three or four hundred pine trees 
fit for trade; this stream flows into the river on its east bank at the beginning 
of the 43rd mile. 
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At the 61st mile, on the heights bordering a stream flowi!1g from the 
west, some scattered pine trees overtop the clumps of green woods spared 
from the fires. 

The pine trees on the proper course of the Little Peribonka river, are 
scarce and can only be made use of bV those who will, at the same time, 
require the spruce. 

Tht:' quality of the soil on the first forty miles, though not superior, is 
still ''''orth cultivating. The land is level and covered with all the species 
of timber found on the south bank of Lake St. J ohu. 

Should the valley of L:lke St. John ever be crossed by a railroad, this 
northern part of the lake would soon be sought out by settlers and become 
as flourishing as the localities already settled. 

The traverse line at Mistassini crosses a country perfectly level and fit 
for clearing, with the exception of two 01' three marshes extending north
ward, and the bottom of which is composed of sand covering clay; the 
remainder is well wooded and of good quality. The pine trees on the borders 
of the M istassini have been mostly cut, and nothing now remains but the 
new growth. 

The variation of the compass on the height of land, from astronomical 
obserYation, is :n° 15' west. I further discovered a slight increase in the 
variation by the angles of the courses, as I ascended the river. 

In conclusion, I have to mention that at the entrance to the Gn'at Peri
bonka liver, the natural meadows culti,'ated last autumn by the settlers of 
Roberval and Ashuapmouchouan gave a return ofs81'eral thousand bundles 
of hay of very good quality for cattle, and which horses do not reject. One 
ofthese meadows is situated at the entrance of the Little Peribonka, and has 
also been cultivated. 

(P.-H. Dumais, 2:2nd June, 1875.) 

RIVER SHIPSHA'Y. 

I h'lve completed the scaling of the river Shipshaw from the rear line 
of the township of Simard for L)(\ miles going northwards, including the 
lakes forming its extensions. 

The rear line of the townshim of Simard accordino- to a bearino- which 
l' 0 0 

I took on the spot runs north 590 15' west, astronomically, or 760 75' 
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according to the compass, the variation being 17° 15' west. This line, with 
the first course of the scaling formed an angle of 56° on the theodolite, 
which was used for the triangulation and our geodesic calculations. 

Ascending the ri,~er from the starting point, its general course is north
east for a distance of five miles. Then turning abruptly to the east, it keeps 
that direction, taking in the expansion of a narrow lake for ten llIiles. This 
lake is a small sheet of water, dotted with some islands, bordered by a very 
irregularly ~haped bank, and indented by seyeral bays which form boldly 
defined promontories. Above t his sheet of water, the upper course of the 
river is nearly north wards to the inttlrsection of the rear line run by us of 
the limit No. 64. The river in some places narrows like a brook, but with a 
very strong current. 

To this point, the land on both sides of the river is occasionally rough 
and bare. Howe,~er, there are extensive intervals of better soil, at different 
distances from each other, on which white pine of fine growth abounds 
and may have great commercial importance. Attempts are being made at 
present to work it, and it is not improbable that before long lumbering 
establishments will extend into this region, because the river offers great 
natural facili tie:,;. 

Ascending as far as the 2Jth mile, the riYer passes through a rich allu
vial plain producing pine and white spruce in abundance. This part of 
the river occasionally flows through narrow gorges, dashes over heavy 
rapids, or hurls itself o,-er steep falls. Then taking a more easterly direction, 
its course to the thirty-third mile is almost everywhere abrupt, rocky and 
steep. Precipices, with inaccessible sides, rise to great heights and, at 
moderate distances, we measured some from 400 to 500 feet high. This 
perspective is very picturesque, but is hardly one which will recommend 
this region for colonization or permanent improvements. 

In ascending the river, we perceived that its course was formed by a 
chain of small lakes or an enlargement of about 20 chains. At the head 
of this sheet of water on the :j8th mile, we entered upon a large lake which 
was soon recognized as the one designated under the name of Ouatchiway, 
on the descriptive plan accompanying my instructions. 

The scenery of this part of Ship haw is very picturesque; game and fish 
of all kinds abound all over. The beaver, otter, mink, marten and fox find 
in this remote and unfrequented region a safe repair. The principal tribu
taries are the river Napash and the discharge of Spruce lake. 

We found the variation of the needle, at this place, to be 190 0' 60". 
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The scaling of the shores of lake Ouatchiway was begun at the 38th 
mile, that is to say, at the point where the regular course of the river ceases. 
Longitudinally, the great lake trends from south west lo north east. 

A portion of the eastern r:hore is open and exposed to all the winds. 
Its naked and shelterless cliffs and its rocky soil have produced a stunted 
growth of wood, which seems to choose the poorest soil on which to grow 
and to attach itself to the fissures in the bare rock. The north·eastern end 
of the lake spreads out into a deep bay, which forms im-'gularities in every 
direction. At the 50th mile we reached the discharge of the lake, which 
has an aHrage width of two chains and which we scaled for three-quarters 
of a mile to the west to there take up again the continuation of lake 
Ouatchiway. This detached section has a 10zenB"e form. A pretty large 
island cuts transversely the current, which is powerfully attraded towards 
a small fall on the 50th mile. 

From the shores of this lake, the mountains recede and the banks fall 
away; but sometimes they come down to the water's edge in wide, low 
beaches. These beaches haH long, gentle slopes. -West of the grt'aL eastern 
bay, the bank becomes more regular and presents an un indented shore 
line. As far as this, there are few spots which could be reasonably claimed 
as worthy of attention for agricultural purposes. Portions of the lower part 
of the \alley produce good white pine, but the upper parts, and especially 
the country surrounding the lake, is exclusi yely made up of a succel'lsion 
of hare rocky headlands, where the forest growth is chiefly composed of 
stunted black spruce and dwarf cypress. 

The waters which form the discharge of lake Ouatchi way cre~p slowly 
through an immense swamp, winding like a serpent's folds, a:,; far as the 
67th mile. This ,'alley is very characteristi..:, because it j:,; uniformly bordered 
on each side by a ridge with a little arable soil on it and sparsely clothed 
with small stunted trees. At some distance in the rear, the country is made 
up of broken and rocky bluffs, intersected by narrow valleys. In these 
valleys there is an immense quantity of tamarac. 

Beyond these valleys to the 70th mile, we remarked several spots 
susceptihle of tillage; these spots are occasionally pretty long and wide, 
the soil supporting a growth of good ash, birch and white pine. 

In ascending this valley, we scaled by mistake fourteen miles of a 
branch running westward, which our gUIde took for the main river. This 
branch, navigable for canoes, traverses a mountainous country with steep 



and abrupt hills. At the upper extremity, the mountains are bare and rise 
to a height of 700 to :-;00 feet above the ri,eI'. 

According to the scale of the plan accompanying my instructions, we 
should have reach great lake Pomouscachiou, and moreover we noted that 
the waters had apparently very much diminished. After much uncertainty 
as to the real course of the survey, we made an exploration to the eastward 
through a rich level valley supporting a growth of all kinlls of timber, 
which led me to the beginning of an immense lake dotted with islands, 
which we recognized as lake Pomouscachiou. After a laborious crossing, 
Wl' rejoined our expedition next day. We had pre\Tiously scaled a mile of 
the eastern branch, and it was ascertained that the two branches carried 
about the same volume of water at their forks. 

On the 8211d mile we reached' lake Pomouscachiou. In its general 
aspect, this lake does not materially differ from the others in the valley 
described in this report. The country along its lateral shores is nearly 
everywhere rocky and bare. The banks are in part steep and abrupt and 
often mountainous. ,r" noticed, however, some patches of excellent land, 
with a pretty level surface and covered with a vigorous vegetation, but 
nowhere of large sizl' in the immediate vicinity of the lake 

The contiuuation ot lake Pomouscachiou is a fiue sheet of water 
surrounded by picturesque hills. Its shore line is very regular and broken 
by no projectlOn or promontory. The banks at the northern end are less 
regular, as they form there numerous coves and deep narrow bays. The 
extreme 1"Il~·th of the two sL',:lions of the lake, including the small depres
sion which separates them, is 53 miles. 

The rinr above the lake, after leaYingQ,'round pretty broken at its 
mouth to th~ 150th mile. winds through a grat alluvial plain almost 
exclusively cov,-n'd with red pine. ,Ve SU\y no mountains or hills in this 
quarter. The banks of ,h,~ river are generally low and the stream, after 
tra,Tersillg' a fiat, wet tract. spreads out into marshes at the northern end 
of the 150th mile, where we planted the last marked post of our survey. 

The general a~pect of this last portion of the sunTey presents nothing 
attracti,'e. Vast swamps "oyered with tall rushes stretch away for long 
distances and swarm with aquatic birds. As these swamps are on th~ 
level of the ri \"l'r, we think it would be possible to artificially drain them 
There are less repulsive spots-rich plaius, the soil of which should be "alu
able. judging from the abundance and variety of its vegetable and forest 
growth. 
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The calculation of the latitude showed that the last poiut reached by 
our survey was by linear measure 84 miles in a direct line from our start
ing point. According to the same calculation, the last station should he 35 
miles to the east of the starting point. 

In conformity with your instrnc tions, the last part of my sur vey con:,;isted 
in the running of a line connecting the river Shipshaw at the 150th mile 
with the river Peribonka. 

The route which I should follow as the likeliest to traverse a country 
more or less unknown promised to be difficult, and I decided to strike across 
at the narrowest and most advantageons point, which, according to my 
calculations, was at the 150th mile. 

Tracing a meridian, I took from it an angle of 75° to the west and ran 
a line parallel to the township of Simard for 11 miles and 4 chains, where 
we intersected the river Peribonka. We then searched for a post on that 
river, but found none. 

As in other parts of the country where the LaurentLm system pre\"ilils. 
the region traversed in this exploration is rocky and sterile. 

(Geo.-B. DuTrembla!J, 15th July, 1875.) 

RIVER8 VALIN, BETSLDIIT:" SHIPSHA WAND PERIBOXKA. 

I scaled the river Valin to its principal source, and part of the lh'c'l 

Betsiamits, besides performing other surveys between the ri\"ers :-5hipshaw 
and Peribonka in the county of Chicoutimi, and I have now the honor to 
report my operations and the results of my examination of the princip:tl 
geographical features of the ground adjoining the rivers surveyed. 

We first reached the intersection of the real' line of the township of Trem 
blay on the river Valin, which we had not followed uutil thm on account 
of the steepness of its banks and the inaccessibility of its rapids. 

Having no exact knowledge of the region I was about to visit, I hired 
a guide, who took me up the river Valin to its source, beyond which a 
short portage brought us to the headwaters of the river Betsiamits, by which 
we descended to great lake Pipmaukan, whence we ascended another large 
tributary of the river Betsiamits, the river ,\ l'Epinette, to a portage well 
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known to the Montagnais under the name of the Portage a l'Aviron on the 
Tiver Shipshaw, and thence by another great portag<l which finally brought 
us to the ri,er Peribonka. It took us three weeks to clear a passage for 
~Inrsdves and to ascend the river to its source. 

We took levels at different points, whit:h showed that the riverfallsin 
the ayerage proportion of 100 feet per 14 acres, that is to say, 3,800 feet in 
1:) miles, as far <l"; the height of lands dividing the waters which flow to 
the Saguenay and those which flow northwards towards lake Pipmaukan. 
We had daily falls of snow which rendered travelling sometimes exceedingly 
difficult, until WI' reached the highest point of thie: region, where the snow 
was 10 feet deep at the beginning of February. 

The general yegetation to this point has taken root in a rocky soil, 
composed of limestone and poor sand. The prevailing timber denotes a 
poor, barren .. "tm!ry ; nevertheless, I remarked some growing pine of good 
quality, varying ill dimem;iolls between 10 and 24 inches in diameter. 
White spruce is the predominating wood in this region. 

The ri nr Valin is bordered by steep, rough banks, which, with the 
,~n,,~·,'ssion of mountains that adjoin it and which seem piled one upon top 
of the other, present the most picturesque effects; and, although the country 
is barren, the sr:enery is very attracti,'e. .The hills rise to a great height. 
I measured some of 540,300,6oi and i20 feet. 

The summits of these mountains are generally smooth and white, and 
their steep flanks offer a striking contrast to the small plateaus which 
surround them. The forest growth e,'erywhere is stunted, but it is only on 
j he summit of the headlands and in places exposed to the high winds, that 
it is sickly-looking. 

Near the township, the forest is more open and the timber of good 
quality and comparatiyely large. The steep hills show the same varieties 
of rocks; we saw some streaked, coarse-grained masses, composed of white 
and dark feldspar and quartz. Among other substances of economic value, 
the rocks just mentioned contain limestone and schists which in seme cases 
may be used as whet-stones. 

The sources of the river of which I am speaking are on the crest of 
the mountains which border the Saguenay, and its principal forks are on 
the first, third, eighth and tenth miles. All its tributaries are large enough 
to float saw logs, but are not navigable 10r canoes on account of the rapids 
and falls. 
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On the 2nd February, we crossed a portage of a few chains to the 
sources of the river Betsiamits which we descended by following its course 
and taking all the angles possible along the same tv the S3rd mile, where 
we intersected lake Pipmaukan after crossing lake des Isles, lake Man
couche, lake Istamanie, &c. 

My operations on the Betsiamits were begun on the 2nd February and 
terminated on the 19th March. 

The lakes which form the headwatp-rs of this river are shallow and 
are fed by several small streams or brooks which take their rise in the 
heights forming the watershed of the Saguenay and the north. The chief 
tributaries are on the third, fifth, tenth, twelfth, fifteenth, sixteenth, 
twenty-fourth, forty-first. forty-fifth, forty-sixth, fortY'se\'enth, se\renty
ninth, eightieth, eighTy-second and eighty-third miles. We met no falls 
along its course. The ground slopes slightly towards the nor th and gives 
the waters only a quiet flow. Some small rapids occur on the t wenty
fourth, thirty-second, thirty-third, thirty-eighth, forty-first, seyenty-second 
and seyenty-fourth miles. "T e measured falls 

At the 18th mile, of ................................. 17 feet 
At the 41st mile, oL ............................... 19 " 
At the 75th mile, of ................................. 22 " 
At the 79th mile, of ......... , ........................ 7!-~ " 

We then endeavored to strike the river Portneuf, but found it impos
sible to do so. before reaching lake Pipmaukan, where we took an astro· 
110mi~al observation and ascertained the yariation to be 16" west. 

To identify a point included ill the survey of the river Betsiamits, I 
scaled the south·west point of lake Pipmaukan and ran a secondary line 
to the Portage a l'Aviron, which I reached on the 10th March. Along this 
river I crossed several lakes. This section of the region is furrowed by 
steep mountains covered with stunted black spruce. The land is altogether 
barren. The predominating timber is black spruce, cypress and balsam. of 
small growth. 

Conformably to your subsequent instructions, I devoted my closing 
operations to running a verification line between the rivers Shipshaw 
.and Peribonka. Taking advantage of the most accessible ground, I chained 
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westward to the post of the GOth mile of the rI\"er Peribonka, which 
I reached on the 1st April. 

Like the rt'mainder, the region traYel'sed during this exploration IS 

rocky and b~l1wn and will never be valuable for farming or lumbering. 

(Geo.-B. DuTrembla!/, Hth June, lSi6.) 

RIYER VALIN, NOICTH BRAXCH. 

Conformably with my instructions for the surn~y of the north branch 
of the river Valin, dated 17th January, 1887, I ha\"u the honor to submit 
herewith my report of the work done: 

f'tarting from the confluence of the said ri,"er, I followed the windings 
of its l·Our,..;e up to its sourn', planting mile posts along the route. I found 
falls, on the 1st, 6th, 13th and 14th miles, of from 10 to 30 feet in height; 
the principal rapids are on the 1st, 2nd, 5th, 6th, 13th and 14th miles· 
Thf'se rapids are Yery long. Several streams flow into this tributary; the 
chief of tht'm if.< the dischar!!".' from lab> Charlps, in the middle of the 2nd 
mile. The land through \yhich I passed is generally unsuitable for agri
culture. the soil is part yellow and part of whitish color, yet a rich green 
forest of primiti\-e !!rowth covers the country. At the point of departure 
lwtween the 1st and 2nd miles, fire has destroyed a quantity of pine and 
other useful woods, leavill~' the land rough and bare. Between the lith 
and 221ld mile~, only black :-;pruce and other small size woods are found, 
whidl are the production of a poor soil. 

Yl~l y lligh J)lountain:; line the riYer, on both sides, beh,yeen the ith 
and 10th miks. All the rrountains, on which a deposit of soil is found, are 
timbered with red Lirch and gr.'") spruce. The high<:!st mountains are found 
between the l1\h and l:~th miles. 

The rit·hest tract of land, as regards soil and productions, lies hetween 
the 13th and lith miles TIH're, the rinr after hayillg left a broken and 
uneyen country, ,\'illd~ through a section of land whose surface is pretty 
eYen and is l'oyered hy a yigorons yegetation. The principal kinds of wood 
are pine :1lld spruce; thlere is also considerable tamarac suitable for com
mercial purposes. E,eryw here else the soil is broken and poor, and is 
coyered by dunted black spruce and balsam. On the 20th mile, on an 
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elevation bounded on the wef'lt by a stream coming from the north, I saw a 
quantity of tamarac and the trunks of old trees. 

In conclusion, I believe that lumbilring could be' cal'l'ied on with profit 
on this branch of the river Valin; but it is not possible to settle it as a 

farming country. 

(Geo.-B. Du Trembla!l, 7th May, 1877.) 

RIVERS A l\LI.R:' AND HA! HA! 

From the point of departure to the third mile, the general aspect of 
the land is undulating and very easy to cultivate. The soil is adapted to 
culture; the only wood mE>t ,vith being young "white birch 011 the banks 
of the river. It is of divers species further on. From the third to the 
seventh mile, fire has completely destroyed thl~ timber. The general aspect of 
the land, however, is precisely the same as that pnwiously descrihed and 
the same may be said of the soil. From the seventh to the thirty-fourth 
mile, spruce, fir, white birch and rypress are to be met with in ahundance. 
From the twentieth mile, the timber diminishes in quantity, and fir, spruce 
and white birch are only encountered. 

The soil seemed to me suitable for cultivation to the neighborhood 
of the twentieth mile. From this point to the head waters of the rivl''', it 
is of inferior quality. The ar\'a comprised between the thirty-sc\-enth mile 
and lake it Mars is a swamp supp9rtillg' a sparse gro\yth of tamarac, mixed 
with a few firs and white birches. Towards the twenty-fourth mile, the 
river is bordt:n'pd hy high mountains, which continue to its headwaters. 
They are about a mile back from the river, but sometimes they close in npon 
it so much that only its waters separate them. These mountain'l, with the 
exception of a few in the upper part of the riYer. are woode(l with white 
birch, spruce and fir. I met no pine; but a few stumps of this timher seen 
on the first mile sa'jsfied me that it grew there f Jrmerly, but not in large 
quantity. 

I)n the seYellteenth of February, I completed the stu\'ey of the river 
it ]'Ial'S, and, on the following day, I slarted to descend the latter, reaching 
the south west line of the township 01 Bag-ot (the point of departure) 011 the 
twenty-fifth. 011 the tvventy-se,'enth, I proceeded to the south-east line of 
Bagot in order to immediately begin the survey of the river Ha ! Ha ! 
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On the following day, after having found the point of departure, I 
begau the sun'ey of said river, and in the evening, I took an astronomical 
"j;, !'8!Tation at the first station to find the variation of the needle. From the 
1).,i11.t of departure to gTeat lake Ha! Ha! the prevailing timber is spruce, 
white birch and t'ypress, and in abundant'e, I also saw a few elm and ash, 
but not in any gwat quantity. The spruce is good. The general aspect of 
tne land is undulating and the soil of good quality. The banks of great 
lake Ha! IIa! gradually ri;.;,' to a Gonsjjerable height. 

From the ~reat lake to the twentY'i'l'Yenth mile, the timber is the same 
as in the previous sectIOn. The appearance of the land is undlliating, and, 
starting from this la~t mile, a chain of mountains borders the river to its 
'nnrct':;. From the twellty-se\'enth mile upwards, there is not so much 
Timber; and, as on the Tinr it ilIars, I met no pine, [he little that was ever 
,.,)] it ha,-ing beeu remo\'ed long ag'o 

(F. ViII cent. 16th May, ]8S~. 

RIVEI:": lTIK.U:DA .\:\D AU.\: ECtJI~('E":. 

:':;tarlill~ from lake Kenogami, at the mouth of the Upikauba, I scaled' 
)h:lt riwr for a distant't' of about GO miles and the ri,er aux Ecorccs for 50 , 
~'Oill~ generally south-east on the U pikanba and south-west on the river 
;;.lUX Et'or,·('s The average breadth of the Upikauba is about :.n chrtins, and 
that of the ri\-,'r anx Ecorces abont 8,·hains. 

The aspect of these 1'iy,'l's and their banks is Yery picturesque. The 
to\,\,r (t'll miles of the Upikauba are all rapids. This portion ofth~ river 
i, L'cHh'red by steep monntains, from which the timbpr has bee!l all burnt 
qn. In rear of these mountains, howeyer, the soil is f'oye1'ed hy a magnifi· 
,:,,!It forest, cOll:'oisting' of merchantable \'\'hite spl'nc~, black spruce, balsam 
altd whitt' birch. Higher up, as far as I went on the riYer, rapids and still 
"(\J;·ller altemate and contrast with eac:h other. Here, too, the river is bordered 
;h'y mouutains. but of I~'sst'l' height and at greater distance. There is also a 
Tech growth of timber, l's'twcially or merchantable white spruee, but this 
1.,70od exisb in still !!Teail'r abundance (In the bank:; of the chief tributary, 
the Little Pikauba. TIlt' land here is Ie:;;.; mountainous; there are only a few 
-.: ighL eleYatiolls rising above generally level ground. 

The course of th':) 1'iYer aux Ecorcei< presents about the same appear
~'ijlc€'. FiYe miles of rapids, from the mouth up, after that still water, a 
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few small rapids, and a lake bearing the same name. The land on e1!\ca 

side, generally level, though a few small elevations may be seen, is covered 
by fine forests of merchantable timber of the same kind as on the river 
Upikauba. 

This part of the country also offers ad,'antageous features. Ther(l' are 
almost as m::1,ny mill sites as there are rapids. Fish ahound in these rivers. 
Already there are a number of lumbering establishments begun on the river 
Upikauba and its tributaries, the Little Pikauba, the Upika, the Little 
Pika and on the river aux Ecorces and its tributary, the riYer aux (''''UG''''·. 

For a long time yet, there will be timber there for lumbering pUTpiJlS8S.. 
Lastly, the land, being in some places of excellent quality, is well suited t() 

colonization and we may hope when communications are more developl.''l;' 
in a future more or less distant to see many prosperous settlers there. 

(J. Maltais, 18th Augnst, 188!;.\ 

COUNTRY AROUND LAKE ST. JOHN. 

I have the honor to transmit for the information of the Government a. 
report on the explorations which have been made under my superinten· 
dence :-

1. Of the lands comprised within the western limit of the township of 
Delisle, prolonged to the ri,"er Peribonka, on a depth of ten to twelve miles. 
north of Lake St. John. 

2. The tract lying between the rinrs Metabetchouan, Caron, Mesy and 
Plessis. 

;l. The residue of the township of Demeules. 

After ha,\'ing traversed the above-mentioned tract No.1, in e\-t:1r,{ 

direction for nearly a month, I became firmly conviu('d that it is, ill every 
respect, most advantageously qualifi ... d for colonization. It also offers great 
fadlities for carrying on every branch of illdu~try by meallS of the pow~r 
supplied by the numerous streams, falls, &c. 

The tract lying between the mouth of the river au Cochon and that of 
the Peribonka rivers, as far as the falls on these latter, is so flat that in some 
places, when the snow melts, the water remains a long time on the ground 
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and en'll, on some few patches of considerable size, retards the growth of 
the timber. It is on this account that it has been said by some that these 
lands are s\yampy, but this idea is erroneous. Notwithstanding the heavy 
raim; which had fallen during the month of July, the water, at the time of 
my visit to the locality, had completely disappeared, or remained to a depth 
of only two or three in..!ws in the moss. These lands may even be drained 
·with fa,·ility. In thesp t'Q·called swamps th\'re if" an anmlge thickness of 
only seven to ten inches of turf. on'rlying ,'x"ellent alltwiallallcl. I estab
lished this fact by examillati011S at s\,YL'ral different ph·c'_';. 

Apart from these low grounds, the rest of the tract in question may be 
easily drained. The soil is entirely alluvium, a rich yellow earth, suitable 
for any kind of crop-.; The part near the lake is nine or ten feet abo\re high 
water-mark, and there is consequently no danger of inundation from that 
side; while the h:,nks of the rivers Peribonka are from eighteen to twenty
fiye feet in height. I found here many different species of wood; balsam, 
spruce, white birch. F'llow birch, elm, ash. monntain ash and alder, the 
white spruce predominatill0,'_ They afl~ all of very fine growth, indicating 
a rich soil. Wherever I \\'Cllt throughout the \yhole tract, I did not find a 
sin!..?,-]p rock. 

Both the Grand and Little Peribonb ri\-ers are quite navigable up to 
the first falls. The lands horderin~' on them for a distance of ten miles above 
the falls bear the :-am,! g·en.'ral a-.;peet as those abo,-e described. The soil there 
also is in a great part: alluyium. TI1\'re are, howevpr, some slight elevations, 
where the soil i~ rieher, though of the same composition. In the portion 
adjoining the township of Delisle, thtcse elevations are more marked, and 
('ontain a Jig-ht"r rich yellow soil, npon ",hidl pine grew plentifully in 
former times. The woods now stauding are the same as those mentioned 
aboye, the merchantable timber beiug' chiefly spruce There arc no rocks to 
be S"I'Il_ From the riYers au Coehon and a la Pipe, going towards the east 
the land is ~till of the same charader, except that the eleyations are still 
grf'atn; and, \vhile the ~oil upon them i" fit for culti,'ation, they will always 
remain an obsta..!" in the way of farming operations. It will be readily 
percei,-ed that this tract offers great adnllltagl's to colonization; it is, in 
my opinion, the fim':-t part of the country around Lake :-;t. John. 

=:? Lpaviug the Peribollka ri,'er:-;, I proceeded to the south of the town
~hips of Plessis, M,·::;y, Caron and ::"letabetehouan. The north east portion of 
these lands, bel ,,"el'll the discharge of the lake Belle riviere and the river 
aux Ecorces is yery hilly and rocky. The soil in the depressions between 
the hillocks is of good quality, fit for culth-ation. The hillsides themselves 
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are partly coyered with earth, and are, like the dales, well timbered with 
wood of fine growth, balsam, spruce, white birch, poplar, black birch, 
tamarac and aider; the spruce being the most plentiful. These slopes are 
not susceptible of cultiyation, on account of the small depth of the soil upon 
them. I do not think that farming could be carried on with ad\'antage ill 
this locality at present. I would recommend, howe,rer, that the lands be 
suryeyed, as they would make excellent firewood lots. 

There are four settlers established on the east of the discharge of the 
lake Belle riviere, on the Quebec road. The bnd in this nei~·hc>rhood. and 
for a distance of t,yo miles in an easterl y direction, presents a more fa "orable 
aspect, being less hilly and rocky, and may be advantageously di\'ided into 
farm lots. 

South of the to\ynships of Caron and Metabetchouan, from ihe discharge 
of the lake Delle ri\'iel'e as far a'S the ri\'er :\letabetchouan, the bnd is 
almost level and the soil a ri,;h yellow l'arth of good quality, \"ery suitable 
for cultivafion, though somewhat rocky. The environ~ of lake ;\ la Carpe 
are very fine in en'r}" re~pect, coyered with many varieties of tImber, among 
which the spruce largely predominates. The roads required for the settle
ment of these lands would be the continuation of that now being made 
along the east bank of the ri \'er Metabetehouall, and another starting from 
the Quebec road and following the central line of the towllship of (hron as 
far as lake it la earpe. These routes are shown on th,~ plan annexed hertlto. 

3. The residue of the township of Demeules is generally stony and 
unfit for cultiYation, except only at the eastern alld western extremities; 
that is to say, that about eight square miles at. each end of the township 
might possibly be divided into farm lots. The'S" portions, although hilly 
and stony, contain good land. The part unfit for cultivation is covered 
with young cypress, while the extremities are well timbered with various 
kinds of wood. I think that in subdividing this residue it should be laid 
out as firevyood lands. 

4. On the 2~lld of September, I had completed the' explorations, which 
by your instructions dated l..J:t h .r une, you had directed me to make. I then 
received from the Rev. Mr. Lizotte, cure of l\oberval, the new instructions 
by which you directed me to go and explore the lands in rear of the tOwn
ships of Charle\roix, RobenraJ and Ouiatchonan. 

I shall treat first of the parts above the townships of Roberval and Ouiat. 
chouanish, as the lands in that quarter are alike in character. This country 
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is not absolutely level; it rises somewhat in the shape of an amphitheatre, 
not very marked, on each side of the liver Ouiatchouanish, but more distinct 
in the portion to the south·west of that river. The soil in the neighborhood 
of the river is an alluvial earth, while in the higher parts it is a strong, rich, 
yellow earth, of good quality. There are very few rocks. This land is well 
cOYered with various kinds of wood - spruce, balsam, black and white 
birch, poplar, ash and mountain ash, the spruce prevailing. I observed Uo 

natural water power in this part of the river Ouiatchouanish. In the part 
above the township of Charlevoix, west of the LaTuque line, and for a depth 
of about seven miles, or as far as Commissioners' lake, the country is very 
hilly, but suitable for cnltintion. The hollows between the rocks and 
mountains contain good land; even the hillsides are to a large extent cul
tivable, but the soil upon them is inferior, being a very compact yellow 
e.lfth. 

III the vallE'ys, and especially in the immediate neighborhood of the 
township of Charlevoix, the timber is of fine growth and various kinds. 
That upon the heights has been completely destroyed by fire. 

I would strongly recommend the survey of these lands, which are 
especially favorable to colonization, both on account of the richness of the 
soil and their proximity to the settlements already formed. I have shown, 
with care, on my plan, the manlIer in which the lots should be laid out aud 
thE' positions of roads. 

(John Lang/Dis, 13th November, 1883.) 

REGION ALONG THE ,. DES MARAIS" ROAD. 

In obedience to your instructions addressed to me from Quebec on the 
22nd October, 1863, I have the honor to forward you my report of tke 
exploration of the land adjoining the colonization road of Charlevoix, com
monly called the" Dps Marais" road. 

This road, besides being thH ouly means of easy communication 
between the np.w but already wry prosperous settlements of L' Anse St·Jean 
and the older centrps, is also the most direct route for the population of the 
lower part of the county of Charlevoix to communicate with the Upper 
Saguenay. 
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The lille of the road, as laid down by the people of Murray Bay, during 
the fall of 1862, starts at about four miles from th~ village of Na.irne and 
connects with the Queen's highway which follows the eaEtern side of the 
Murrav river. Thence, it inclines to the east for about It mile and then 
follows a general north-west course for about -1 miles to reach an old lumber 
camp occupied at the time of my passage by lwbitan!s of JImray Rly engaged 
in O"ettinO" out tamarac knees. At about 4, dlains beyollll this camp, the 

b '" 

survey intersected the rear line of the seigniory of Mount ~lurray, distant 5 
miles and 7 chains from the settlements. 

In the portion of the seigniory crossed bV the line, apart from the first 
and a part of the second concession, where the soil is of superior quality, 
the lands are taken up for about a third of the distance; but they are only 
used by their owners for their supplies of firewood and the soil, though 
inferior to that of the first concession, is not without advantages for culti
vation as soon as the firewood will have been ramoved. 

From the starting point, the ground is somewhat broken; but, at about 
the middle of the third mile, it becomes more level, although still broken 
in several places. Towards the fourth mile, it is level to the intersection of 
the line of the seigniory, and continues so for two-thirds of the first mile 
counting from the seigniorial line aforesaid, whence my remarks as to the 
quality of the soil suited to colonization along this road mon p~\rticularly 
apply. 

The level part of the first mile just rJ;)ferred to seemed to extend for 
over two miles both to the east and west of the road. Th~ timbl)l", which 
consists ChlOfly of white birch, fir aud som'J grey spruce, is of fille growth. 
and bespeaks a subsoil, which, if not very rich, is at least well suite,l to 
tillage, when compared with the bulk of the cultivated lands in the counties 
of Charlevoix and Saguenay. It is composed of a sandy yellow loam on the 
surface, with a richer subsoil as proved by the vegetation. From this point, 
the land is not suited to culti vation a3 far as the post marked 1st mile on 
the west side; but on the east side the necessary depth could be obtained 
for the lots by laying out their frontage perpendicularly to the road, which, 
in its ascent, slowly follows a slope forming an angle of 5 to 1:2 degrees 
with the horizon. This is the" Passe-des-Monts", so difficult by the St. 
Agnes road. 

From the top of the hills to mid way on the 3rd mile, the 1 md seemed. 
to me to present aU the qualities desirable for cultivation. The soil, thougb. 
somewhat rocky, is composed of a good yellow loam supporting a gen~rally 
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fine growth of white birch and fir. But, from the middle of the 3rd mile 
~ , 

the land is hardly adapted to tillacrl', the pa'lS which the road follows beino . ~ 

only about half a mile wide and hemml~d in between the mountain on the 
east side and the first lake dl'i' jIarais on tho west. 

On reachinQ' the 4th mile, the mountain recodps to the east and the 
plain opens out on both sides of the line to ;) hont a mile to the east and 
two miles to the west. The white birch and fir are of filw appearance and 
the soil, 110t so \'I)I'k~', seemed well suited to cultivation, As for the climate, 
in this plact-', I did not 110te anything more rigorous than in the other parts 
of jhll'ray Day. There was no snow there y,~t, though in the illhabited 
"f}nc,'~sions of jIurray B 1Y, especially at St. A~'nes, the snow already 
c0yercd tht' ground at that period of the fall. .H HI chains 80 links from the 
.tth mile post, the lill'~ skirts a swamp of 9 chains in length rUtllling in the 
direction of the road. This swamp, which was dry when I passed, showed 
a rich subsoil of loam o\'erlaid by a bed of yelll)wish earth, The timber, 
chiefly sprnce allll fir. indicah's a stronQ' soil. Tlle mountain disappears to 
the west, but, on the east siue, its ha:,;e approaches th\~ line to within a 
distance of '3 aen's, After lea,-ing the swamp, the ground presents the 
same uniformity for about 2u chains, when the line, after crossing a brook 
of 50 links widp, aSl'l'llds a f<ort of hog"s back for a distance of about 10 
chains at an angle of ;35°. Then following th0. eastern brink of a deep 
ravine, at the bottom of which flows the brook .iust crossed, the line emer
!,!.'PS upon ground which wid"l1s rapidly towards the west, while, on the 
east side, it continues to skirt the ravine to the 5th mile, where it also 
widens until it forms a phteau clothed with a rich 1'1I],<,,,t growth consisting 
of white hirch, balsam, ~l'ru,'e, &", The soil is goo] ~IIlU seemed to me well 
fitted for sdtlem"nls on olle ran~e on each siue of tll<! lill'~, The surface is 
generally lewl, only presentillQ' here ;tIld there some slight undnlations in 
this side of the 8th mile post. Thence, it slopes rapidly to the west approach
ing the 3rd lake d,'s ::\L1l'ais and the line descends at an angle of }:2-' to :W O 

to the eastern bank of the lake just named. 

From tllis point, the ground presents no remarkable feature and is hard
ly suited to tillage, being hemmed in between the lake on one side and a 
mountain on the other. In this spot, the line deyiates abruptly to the east 
to ayoid a mountain at the head 01 the 3rd lake and runs towards little 
lake a la Truite, on the banks of which a good camp has been built for 
lraYl'lll']'s and their horses, Near this c;tIllP, the culti\'able ground would 
not haH the IH.'cessary depth for lots between the bases of the two moun
tains ; but at 10 chains further on, at the most, it slopes towards the west, 
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grows level at about 10 chains further to the weo;t, and would easily give 
the depth of two rang'es to the base of the mountain, 

I may menti0n that lake a la Truite dis<'h:11'!2,"'S into the 31'd lake des 
Marais. which in turn dis:harges towards tlw ~ '!:!,'n,m:1Y riYer, HJ that ihe 
highest point aboYe the len:>l of the ~t. L:1\\'1'('l1(',) is at thi..; spot, all the 
streams preyiously cro.~~l'd or followed by the lill(~ flowing towards the 
south-east or south-west. Towards the middle of the 9th mil." the line 
c'ross,'s the di,,"h:l]'~'" of the 31"(l lake, w hidl diSt' har~::c's. as alre:l( 1 y ,-.;t:d "d, 
towards the lIorth-east. From this point, the ground is a pbin for about two 
miles on each side of the road. The soil seemed suited to cl1ltinltion and 
the timber, composed of white birch. balsam and spruce, is of go')d growth. 
At 36 chains, the line crosses a stream of .50 links \Yid(~ tlowin~' to the north 
east. All these brooks would afford su[licient water power 1"or lllills of :111 
kinds, and the spruce is ('apable of abundantly snpplyillg all the timber 
wants of the settlers. This remark appli,'s (·qually to th.· ('Iltire trad 
explored from my starting point at the line of the seigniory of ~rount 
~Inrray. The road, which had pfl)\'iously folluwc~d a dirt'ction a! i1l()~t north 
north· west, b:!llds more to the ,vest on lelwing th,' Ulh mile and going 
towards Cedar lake . 

• 11 about ;~o chains on this side of the 13th mile, the culti ntble ground 
extend~ no further t'x"ept towards the west, and th0 distance between the 

,line and the head of lake des Sables, to the east, i~ b~trely .50 chains, a 
distance whiL'h diminishes gradually to U chains ~,) link,,; Oll rea,.]ling the 
13th mile Thu load follows the IYest bank of the lak(" keepin,~ tlv s:\lne 
distance from it for about half' a mile. Thence, the ground is not fit for 
tillage and is alternately leYt:~l and rollin~', The lill" f"lIow,;. at a distall"~ 
of 15 links to Ij chains, a disL:har~'f~ coming from hk(~ Fraser and forming a 
pond aroull'.l which, and at several points a!o!Jg it& COlli'S,', then' are alder 
groYeS 

At :;0 chains from the post of the Hth mile, the lin.' tr,[\"('i'S,'''; a brule 
which extends to 50 chains beyond the 1.''Ith mile po.:;t, lTo,~il1~' at the same 
time the discharQ.'e of lake Fraser and fonniun- a port.we which leads to lake 

~, 0 ~ . 

Fraser. This lake, which is follow"d in the dir.,.,tion of its length for a 
distance of 34 chains, is separated from Cedar lake by a portage of ~o l' lui IlS. 

Cedar lake, which the line follows on the oa,t side the saml~ as the 
preceding lake. is a sheet of about 160 acres in snp,~rfiL'ie;, encirded by 
three mountains in the form of a tripod, le,wing a p~lSS to the north'west 
and another and easier one to the north-east. The last was followed to 
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emerge, on a generally north-east course, at a small lake of 25 acres in 
superficies called lake Ourson. 

The road is cleal· on the west bank and resumes an almost north-west 
direction to the intersection of the lin~ with the 48til parallt>l of latitude, 
which forms the dividing line between the countips of Charlevoix and 
Chicoutimi. This line, determined by calculation only, int~rsect3 the road 
at a distance direct north of 16 miles and 12 chains from my starting point 
at the rear line of the seigniory of Mount Murray, and at 19 (·h:tins 60 links 
on this side of the 19th mile of the sunrey. 

At ~8 chains 2G links beyond the post mark,~d 18 and 19, the ground 
becomes more uniform; the pass extends about 30 chains to the west and 
about a couple of miles towards the east; and the soil is well adapted to 
culti\'ation. The till1ber is of good growth, and consists chiefly of white 
birch and balsam. At about. GO chains from the last mile, the road descends 
an incline at an angle of .')0 to 1.')0 for a distance of about 16 chains. 'l'he 
ground shows a great depression towards the east. The 19th mile post is 
planted at the north side of an alder grove extending to the eastw.lrd and 
crossed by the line in the direction of its length to its northern extremity. 
On the other side, the land is wooded with spruce and balsam, and the soil 
is a yellow loam, slightly rocky, but well suited to tillag·c over an area of 
about one mile in width on the east side and two miles and a half on the 
weet. The same distance between the base of the mountains is maintained, . 
the ground being slightly rolling and of the sam~ quality to the 24th mile, 
where the hills approa.:h ea(·h other to a distance of half a mile on the 
east side. 

The line crosses BeaYer lake in the direction of its greatest length, for 
a distance of 21 chains 9 links and the road is clpar on the east side. From 
the middle of the ~:2nd mile, the road skirts the western bank of a brook 

,flowing on the same course aiS the line for a distanc~ of 36 chains 96 links 

At the point reaeht'd by the line, namt'ly, from the post of the 24th 
mile, the road turns abruptly to the west upon an angle with the meridian 
of 560 astronomical to enter the pass known as the Passe des· Roches. 
Here the mountains, distant about l} mile, come together gradually, and, at 
the 25th mile the pass is barely half a mile wide, the road following the 
foot of the mountain to the west. At 57 chainslU links beyond the 27th 
mile post, the pass is so narrow that its width is no long'~r more than 6 
chains. This is the most diffic:ult spot on the whole line, as well as the 
most serious obstacle to the opening of this road for the colonization of the 
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lands adjacent to the line and those of L' Anse St-J ean, Nevertheless, I do 
not hesitate to say that, with an expenditure of $1.::l01), the Government 
could open an easy passage for vehicles at all seasons, and the completion of 
the entire roan to the intersection of the ~t. Agnes road would scarcely 
cost more than $6,000 to S;7,000, 

From the ~8th mile post, the valley a~';\in opens out rapidly towards 
the west and more gradually towards the east. The soil is ('xl'ell('nt, and 
the timber, chiefly white hirch, birch and fir, is ofyigoro:1s ,g'j'()wth; but it 
,,"ould be difficult to g",t more than 0111' townshi p rang',' between the hase;;; 
of the mountains, 

_H the 29th mile, the pass widens out to GO to 80 chains and continues 
to open out to the 30th mile, when it spreads out into a plain extl'nding t" 
the right and left as far as the eye I'an see, 

This liue of road does not follow a regular ,'Olll'e;l' in g"Ilt~ra1. From the 
rear line of the seigniory of Mount Murray, as far as ahout 60 chains from 
the 12th mile, its astronomical direction i~ general! y north 4io we"t for a 
distance of 11 miles and 37 ('hains, in a straight line, !:,:i\'in~' about 8,295 
acres of arable land between the hase of tilt' mountains, divided into 7!I lots 
of 105 a"rt's each, including the road. Thell("'. the g'1'lleral ('ourse illclines 
to the ~west and runs north 36~ -1-;-)' west. astronomical, for 2 miles 74 chains, 
upon which settlements could be formed over a snperfi"jps of 2,;')20 :1<:1'1'''", 

dh-ided into lots of 10.1 acres each, including the road From the I"outhern 
end of lake Fraser, tile line fo110\Ys a course gl'llt'rally north .. !-tiD 4,5' west, 
astronomical, for i{j chains, then turns abruptly to north ~IIO 1.5' east h~" 
an interior angle of 1l::l0 to the 1 till! mile, and lastly runs north 1;j') west 
to th8 intersection of the 4:-;tll parallel of latitude, FroUl this point, the linl' 
takes a direction north 2..-,) 1"-" west, astl'Ol1omi'~al, for about :2 miles G:] 
chains, returns to a course 110rth 10" 4ii' east for 1 mile, 74 chains and 90 
links, and lastly runs north 56° 15' west, astronomical, to the point of inter
sedion with the St. Jean road, where I ended my operations. 

From the intersection of the 48th parallel, the t'Olllltn' shows some 
{;ultiyable patches, but few and small owing to the limited ~pace between 
the mountains, which come together as close as 6 "hains at the narrowest 
point of the Passe-des-Roches. Still, bevond the line, 1,000 to 1,100 acres of 
settling land could be found, which w;uld assure a permanent eommunica
tion between Murray Bay, l'Anse St, Jean and the Upper Saguenay, the 
want of which is becoming more and more felt as the relations increase 
between the populations of those different localities. 

(J.·C, Desmeules, 4th April, 1864.) 
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REGIO~ AL02\G r/AN:-:E :-:T. JE.\:\' ROAD. 

After determinilH!' by a good astronomical obserYation the course of 
the line of the Resern" I prosecuted my operal ions by beginning the sun"ey 
of the road at its int\'r~.'diull with the line of the Resen"e which I continued 
to the north-west outline of the to\nlship of':-lt. .Jean, entering in my note 
hook the coms,' uf the smyey at each r;tation, together with the variation of 
my instrument. The laying out of the road being finished, I continued my 
operations along certain range lines, along which I planted numbered posts 
correspondiug to tho."" Oil the road and showing the fronbge of the Jots. 
To ascertain the superficies of the lots of a part of the first range, I was 
obliged to also chain the depth of this range to the south western outline. 

Along tllP line traYersed, I found the soil poorly adapted to cultintion. 
except along the road, where it is of fairly guod quality, especially from 
the IteserYe to number :;:;, almost ,,-holly composed of clay and alluvion 
and, on some 01' the pIal eans Ileal' tIll' nl'sen-.\ of \-"g·etahle mould_ Un the 
be:whes ot the riYt'r, there an' SOIIW water-worn stolles carried down by the 
l'upidity of the cnrrent during the fl'l',;h<'1,,_ 

From lot 35 to the outline, the land is not so good or so fa"orable to 
Yegdntiull, although pr'~tty fair. It is partly composed of yellow and black 
soil ar"d is slig-htly rucky. 

I made no ~pl'cial examination of the other parts of the township which 
I did not sUn-e}", but the surface seemed mountainous. 

The lofty lll'adland~ ~\Yhidl border till' ~a!.!·lh·nay and which. in sep:.t
raling, form the dl:ep by known as L'Anse :St·.Jean, extend across the 
to~wllship in a :,outh\\·p",tl·r!r direction, for a distance of two and a half 
leagne:,;. maintaillil1':!' about the saml·11Plght for abont :t mile and a half, ann. 
then falling' a\\-ar ,:!Ta,lually uutil they disappear entirely. There art' other 
small mountains which l'I'OS;; each other ill all directions and which are 
connected with tll' ones already mentioned, Thl's,' mountaius are covered 
with growing tiwber, t'x';l'pt a fl'\\' summits which are entirely bare of 
wood, but covered with other \·\:'g·l~taLion. They are composed of rock 
overlaid by a lig'hl bed ur turf. These stratified J"(Wl;:" dip generally 
toward~ the l'ast and are mostly composed of gralJite, fddspar and quartz. 
Very little good land is seen among these mOlllltaiu;;, except a few small 
valleys on the muun tain ::,lopes~alld some narrow ravines. 
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The tract comprised between these mountains forms the valley of or 
settlements of l'Anse 8t. Jean. This valley is about two miles wille on the 
shore ofthe bay, but its width varips a good deal and it i;; much narrower 
in some places. The riYer St. Jean, which empties into thA bay, winds 
through the whole ex:tent of the valley; it is OlD chain and a half to two 
chains wide, and two to three feet deep; bnt it carries a more powerful 
body of water during the freshets. There are thrE'e mills on this riYer: a 
grist and two saw mills. The grist and one of the saw mills are built on 
the Reserve, near the mouth of the river, and belong to ~rr. Simon Boudranlt ; 
the other is built on lot 37 and belongs to :JIr. D. Girard. 

The river St. Jean takes its rise in little lake St. Jean, at a distance of 
18 miles from its mouth. The river du Portage, the rin-r du Moulin and 
all the other little streams which drain the yalley of l'Anse ::olt. J can are its 
tributaries. It also receives the waters of great lake des Islets, lakes a la 
Balle, a l'Oms and Grenouilles, which discharge into lake ~t. Jean, with 
several other streams which fall into the same lake. From the comse of the 
rivers, it can be seen that the great. valley, in rear of the township of Otis, 
which extends to l'Anse St. Jean, slopes towards the east. 

The timber, in the valley ofl'Anse St. Jean, is of remarkable size and 
of much superior quality to that of the Upper E;aguenay, as already noted 
in my report of the survey of the township of Perigny last spring. 

(G. O. Trembla!J, :'Iay, 1867.) 



SAGUENAY DISTRICT. 

FR0:\I THE :',\J;tTEl"AY TO THE BAY OF :,EYEN ISLANDS. 

In the month of May la,,1. I ",a" instruded by ~ir W E. Logan to make 
II geological examination ofth" north shore of the Lower :3t. Lawrence, from 
the rin'r ~lg'nellay to the Hay of Sl'yen Islands, a distance of ahout 220 
milt'~: I \\'as also direded to a,.;<'eud one or more of the principal rivers on 
the coast. Those sl,ledt'cl were the Manicouagan and Bersimis; the former 
was surveyed for abont forty miles np, while the latter, which had already 
been snn·,'y,!d by Admiral Bayfield, was ascended for a distance of thirty 
miles, 

In addition to the economic materials alrt'ady mentioned, the iron 
"'~ll)(l" of this region, which han' attractt:'d considerable attention, may be 
noti""tl. The deposits of these sands at Moisie have been examined by Dr, 
Hunt, who has shown that they belong to the stratified silicious sands of 
the district, which here o\"t:'rlie the old marine clays, at considerable heights 
about the present sea level. In many places I observed beds holding so 
lUuch iron ore as to show dark or nt:'arly black layers among the grey and 
brown silicious s~illds, Tht:'y were seen, of this character, at varions places 
along the coast, at heights up to lOG and eyen 200 l'~d above tide-IeYel, 
while 011 the M:mieona!,!'an ri\"er, twenty-four miles from its mouth, where 
it ;tttains a height of ~,)II feet abon the ,.;ea, the hanks of sand exhibited 
the same dark-colonrrd hands of iron sand, from forty to fifty feet ,above 
the water. 

On the l'UJ:,t bet"veen Portneuf and Sault-au-Cochon, and also between 
the river :-;t :JIargaret and till' Bay of Seven Islands, hills of post-tertiary 
days, containing' marine fossils, and attaining heights of from 50 to 150 
feet, are often seen to be capped with from forty to fifty feet of similar fiuc 
and coarse brown sand, banded ·with dark layers likewise charged with 
blaek iron ore, 

The rich accumulations of ore which are seen along the beach appear, 
as Dr, Hunt has remarked, to result from a natural process of concentration 
by the action of the water upon these sands; they wcre observed in a great 
many places on the coast, about high water mark, in strips from three to 
nine and tweh"e feet wide, and from two inches to two feet in thickness. 
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often extending, without interruption, for miles. It is said that the visible 
extent and the richness of these local deposits is somewhat affected by the 
yarying action of the wind and water. The places at which I noticed these 
belts of iron sand along the portion of coast examined are as follows, yiz: 

1. The vicinity of Tadousac, for a distance of three milt's downwards. 

2. From J eremie to Bersimis, and thence to the Papinachois, a diiitance 
of twelve miles. 

3. The peninsula at the mouths of the On tarde and Manicouagan rivers, 
for forty miles. 

4. From English Point to Penteco~t ri,-er, for eight miles. 

5. The coast on both sides of the :-It. Margaret river, for ten miles; 
making in all sixty-six miles. 

In all these places except the first named, near Tadousac, I think that 
the quantity of ore is such that it might be collected with profit, especially 
by the aid of proper concentrating machinery. Water-powl'r, if needed, is 
accessible in several localities near the iron sands; among others, at the 
falls of the ri ver Baude, on the coast, three miles below Tadousac; at the 
falls of the Papinachois, also on the coast; at those of the Outarde and 
Manicouagan, at the head of tide-water (respectiyely twel \'1:' and fifteen 
miles from the general trend of coast); at a fall in a stream, on the coast, 
haIfa mile north east of Pentecost river; and at the falls of the ~t. Margaret, 
three miles from the coast. 

The mouths of the Bersimis, Papinachois,:Ontarde, .Maniconagall, Pente
cost and St. Margaret, all afford safe harbours, with sandy bottoms, which 
vessels drawing twelye feet of water may enter at high tide, although the 
access is somewhat difficult, 011 account of numerous sand-banks. In any 
of them a wharf extending from forty to fifty feet from the shore would be 
sufficient to reach the channel. 

The surface of the whole region examined, with the exceptions men
tioned below, is broken and irregular. The hills of hard rock occ<1fSionally 
attain a height of upwards of 2,000 feet, besides which there are hills of 
stratified clays, capped by sand, often rising 200 feet or more; and in one 
instance near Tadousac, 400 feet. 

A very thin soil occasionally occurs on the rocky hills, but generally, 
oyer large tracts where fires have destroyed the vegetation, little remaill:-; 
hut a bare surface of solid stone. 

36 
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On the portion of the coast between the S:lguenay and the Outarde, 
w here the soil permits, there is timher of fair siz,,, consisting of yellow pine, 
spruce, halsam, fir, ~amarac and '.yhite birch. Yellow pine was formerly 
cut on the Portneuf ri,"er, and cOllsid,!rable quantities still rernail ou the 
riYers Esconmains, Sault-au-Mouton, Sanlt-an-CI)('holl, Bersimis and Papi
nachois. Pine lo~~, as I saw' them at the mills, and in the forest, were 
from twelye to twenty inches in diametpr. Beyond the river Outarde no 
yellow pine is met with, and from thence to the S,wen Islands, the other 
trees are smaller, and the IJarren portions are more ~xtended. 

F:'om Tadousac to the river Baude, a distance of about three miles along 
the coast, there eItends a belt, less than a mile in widt h, of yellowish brown 
sand, mixed with layers of the iron sand already noticed. Following the 
river just named, for about two miles northwardly. the clays gradually 
come out from b :neath the sand, and afford an ex,~ellent soil. The Hon. 
Dayi<i E. Pril'l" senator, informed me that this kind of soil stretches north
ward towards tIll' St. :\Iarg'aret river, and is of considerable extent; but it is 
not accessible for want of a road, On the Little B.·rg'prolllw cove and riYer, 
there is a strip of similar g'ood soil, four or fh"e miles long by abont a mile 
widE', alld on the Ur,';·.! l;,'r~"'r()llne cove, there are from 1,000 to 1,500 acres 
of excellent laud, yi,'ldill~' ~!,I)ocl crops of '""g' ·Ltbles and all kinds of grain. 

From the coye h~t mentioned to the E5conmaills, a plain extends from 
th,' shore to a bare ri,l~"~ ot' reddish gneiss, from two to :,;,.~"t'n milt's inland, 
and lw('upies an ar,'a ul fllrty to fifty square miles. The soil of this plain is 
a ,'oars\' brown "and. with patches of moss, probably in depressions, and 
sustaills a ~'j'()wlh of blne-b,'rry awl other :,;hrubs. with a few ::;tunted spru,'c', 
balsam, fir and willte l,ir<'hc',~, Some dtClllpts ii,1\"" h"1'0 been made at 
farming', Lui with Yl'ry little :'iUn:es:,;, t'Xl'ept at a few spots 011 the coast 
just to th,· \Yf',~t of I'al)l~ BOil Ik~ir, where the clay, whi,,'h underlies this 
sand, has Ill'ell U\ll()\' ]'I,d by land :-lides. 

From the Yilla~'l' of E~l'oumains.at the mouth of the rh"er of that name, 
to Mille Va<"lws b:ly. a distance of about hventy miles. extends a belt of 
sand like that j II>'t d",~''l'ibed, and from one to two miles in breadth, with 
oe";lsional pro[rndill~' s~)nr,,, of gneiss rock, Here, as before, the only suc
"",~:-;!nl attt'mpt:-; at cnltiyatioll are confilll'd to "P,)/s where the underlying 
clay has been expu",,'d Ly the cause above ll1,'ntlon, d. 

From ::Uille V<1('h"" Bay to S;mlt-au-Col'hon, a distance of twelve mibs, 
a similar :-and plain preyails along the coast, also extending about two miles 
inland. From the last mentioned point to the Portneuf river, cliffs of clay 
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capped by sand, rise boldly up from the shore to heights of from 100 to 200 
feet. These cliffs, which ha,e already been mentioned in speaking of the 
iron sands, have in their lower part from fifty to probably one hundred and 
fifty feet of fine blue clay, in which the fossil remains of the rnallotu:5 villlls 

or capeling, and seyeral species of recent marine shells, were found im lwdtl"d. 
The brown sand, often forty ur fif! y f\'et in thickness, which overlies 
these clays, presents alternate coarse and fine layers, and is banded with 
others holding black iron sand. Beyond Portneuf to J eremie, a distance of 
about fourteen miles, the coast is rocky, and affords only a few i~olated 

patches of sandy soil; but from Jeremie to Point St. Giles, at the mouth of 
the Manicouagan, a distance of nearly forty miles, there is a recurrence ot 
the sandy plains, \"ith occasional protruding masses of hard gneiss rock. 

Along this coast considerable portions of land are coYerI'd with muss. 
as may be seen jU'lt to the east of the Indian Yillage and Hudson Bay Com
pany's post at Bersimis. These sandy tracts include a part of the Bersimis 
Indian resene, together with the peninsula between the month of the 
Outarde and Manicouagan ri\"8l's, and haye an extent ",hi('h may he 
approximately estimated at ~(O square miles. In ascending the B,'l':-imis 
riYer for about thirty miles, occasional patches of from :200 to 1,000 3<Tt-'S of 
sandy soil are met with, lying between rocky ridges. 

In ascending the Manicouagan riYer from a point twenty-four miles 
from its mouth to the Forks, fourteen miles further, is a reach of deep 
water, with a gentle current, bt'twt'en banks from ten to fifty feet high, 
composed of bro\\-u sand, with layers holding the usual black iron on_'. 
The ri\"81' here, as already mentioned, is 25(j feet abue the t;('a, and the 
yalley, which is about a mile in width, is wall+-!d ill by ridges of gllf>i_, 
rock, rising aboyo it to heights estimated at from 000 to 1,,500 feet, oftel~ 
bare of wg-etation. This sandy nilley supports in most places a stun ted 
growth of spruce, balsalll, fir and white birch, but at the Fork;;, and for 
about four miles below, the soil is a loam, and produces a .~Tuwth chieHy 
of poplars and \yhite birehes, which attain a fair size; one of the lat(,'I', 
which I cut down, was eight inches in diameter at the lJa~l', and 10:2 t~~d 
high; its age, judging' from the rings 0f growth, was behV\'''n sixty and 
seYl'nty years. 

From Point St. Giles to the Godbout rin~r, a di~tall':" of twenty-six 
miles, the coast it; mostly rocky and barren, with the exception of about 
600 acres of sandy soil at the mouth of the riYer, surrounded by rocky 
gneiss ~lills ; thence to English Point, a distance of thirty-fiye miles, the 
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country is still mostly barren and rocky. From English Point to Pentecosl 
river, about eight miles, another belt of similar sandy soil occurs, with an 
W"],~lge width of from one to two miles. 

From Pentecost river to Point St. Margaret. twenty-sHen miles, it is 
again barren and rocky: thence to Seven-Island Bay, a distance of twenty
four miles, and also to a few miles beyond the river Moisie, a fur
ther distallce of thirty miles, a similar sandy soil occupies a belt of country, 
varyinQ' in width from one to about twelve miles; the whole giving an 
area of about 500 square miles. In the l'l'ar of the belt between Point St. 
?lIargarct and the Moisie riYer, bare rocky hills are seen, ha,-ing all average 
height of nearly 1,000 feet. 

In the interior, areas not observed, of the same kind of soil, may be met 
with; but they are probably small in extent and difficult of access. Although 
these sandy soils are capable of being cultivated, a superior knowledge of 
their mallagem('nt is required to do so successfully. 

(James Ri('hard~on, 18th April, 1870.) 

mYEH ~AINTE MARGUERITE. 

I began the scaling of the north-east branch of this riYer at its mouth. 
I sl·;ded it to the -18th mile. At -l1 chain:;; from the 4·5th mile, the river 
divides into two branches, and I continued the scaling along the north-east 
branch. At 50 chains from the :14th mile of this :;;UI'rey, I met on the north
w('st 8ide the main branch of this rin'r, with a width of 100 feet. I also 
met seYeral falls in this part of the scalin!!: ; th., highest, 011 tht~ 21st mile, 
-!n i',~d. The river is full of rapids from the 2~lth to th,' 34th mile. A house 
and other dependencies haye been erected on the sonth west side of the 
l'iver on the 5th mile, for the accommodation of tourists during the salmon 
fishing seaSOll, from the mouth to thE' first f\ll on the 5th mile. 

From the mouth to the forks, there i" no resident ~,~ttl\'r, and the clear
ings met with at difI'erpnt POi'lt:;, to the third mile of the survey are small. 
The l'<lrL of the riYt'r ~te. Margueriic .. comprispd between its mouth and the 
:-;th mile, lS ~\Ydl suited to cultivation. 

Frcm the 8th to the 16th mile, the ri,'er is bordered by burnt moun
tains as far as the eye can reach; there is conseqnently no merchantable 
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timber then'l. The bottoms, on each side, ,"ary from 15 to 20 chains and are 
adapted to tillage, but not beyond that. 

The north-east part of the river, from the 16th mile to the 30th, is less 
mountainous than the south-west part. Although white pine is not abun
dant on this stretch of the river, it is neyertheless the part whi"h shows 
the most. Beyond the 30th mile, pine is yery rarely seen. White spruce, 
however, is abundant 011 both sides of the river, but not large enough to be 
mt'rchantable. The chains of mountains which border the ri \'81' ill this 
direction leave barely room enough for the portages and are steep almost 
from the riY-er banks. The tract between the 26th and 30th miles is less 
mountainous. but the land is equally unsuited to tillage. I saw no hard 
wood after leaVing the 8th mile. 

Between the 35th and 50th miles, white spruce is abundant in mauy 
places and of large size. The flpruce found there is merchantable. There 
are also some white pines on the tops and sides of the mountains. 

From the 40th to the 47th mile, the surf:"'e is generally less moun
tainous, but the soil is everywhere sandy and rocky. A len,l strip for a 
distance of 15 to 20 chains, on the last ten miles, seems :-<m;('('ptible of cuI
tiYation at differell t poin ts on each side of the ri Yer 

On the last ten miles of the suney, I noted no merchantable timber; 
small grey and white spruce being the preniling "woods on the flats and 
ravines; the moun tains are moreonr nearly bare. 

I theu went to the west lateral line of the township of LaBrosse at the 
point of intersection of the riYer Ste. Marguerite, at the post pl'lllted during 
the suryey of that towllship, and thence, after ascert.:illing the variati()iI of 
the needle, I proceeded to the scaling of that ri,"er, which I followed to its 
SOlUce on the height of lands, as also its prin"ipal tributaries. 

From the west line of th~ township of LaUros,'''', to the 30th mile of 
the scaling of the river, there is no portage, hut from the 36th to the 45th, 
four falls of from 70 to 80 feet high each are met with, the rin'r being 
broken by rapids between these falls. From the 4.-lth mile to its source 
there is a chain of lakes and still water between these lakes. 

At different places from the west line of the towllship of LaBrosse, to 
the intersection of the north line of the township of St. Germain, ther,' are 
seyeral houses constructed for the accommodation of tourists while salmon 
fishing. This river abounds with the finest salmon and trout. 
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From the west line of the township of LaBrosse, south-"west of the 
ri \"1'1' Ste. Margneritt', to the lith mile, there is a range of mountains co,-ered 
with hard and soft wood of good growth and running almost parallel to 
the rinr. The bottoms on tbis side of the river han a depth of from 40 to 
.')11 chains and are formed of rich soil, their depth being sufficient to m:tke 
a fine rang"'. Ellll, ash and birch are of fine gTowth. 

All the llorthwl'stt'rn part from the mouth of the rin-r to the :i:3rd 
mile i" bOl'llereu by the mountain chain of til,' ri,"er :-;te. l\br~·l1'·rite. There 
is, however, a strip of len'l and ('nltinlblt' land, of ::>0 to iO chains, richly 
clothed \"ith soft and hard \Yuod Elm anu ash are til<' pl'l·oominating kinds. 
Beyond the 33rd mile on the north-east side of the ri,-er, there is no ground 
sus('eptible of tilla~,-. All thi,; r"':!,'ion, as far as the ey~ can reach, is nothing 
but a succession of mountain chains extending to nearly the mouth of the 
ri"er and mostly in<l('('es"ible on a"cunnt of their height. The summits and 
flanks of these mOllntains are ('ompletoly bare, 

From one of the mOllntains which border the ri,-er Ste. Marguerite on 
the north-west ~i(k in the to\\'n~hip of Champigny, I noted th·\t these 
mountains are on a le\-ol with the .. hain bordering the Sagllenay, All the 
tract- four or fin' ran ~'I-S-l'orn prised bel w('en t hi' to wnships of St. Germain 
and LaUj'()~st'. is g'Pllerally adapted to cultivation although mountainous 
around the lakes. But these mountains are splendidly timbered with hard 
3ud s0ft woods, which proyes that the extent of uncultivable land in this 
r"C!ion would not be an oj,,,tad,: tu the colonization of this part of the 
S:lg'uenay country, a,; OIW mig'ht be led to think at the ~ig'ht of the moun
tains along the ~ag'ueilay, The unsun'ey,>rl trad between th~ town.;hip3 of 
St. Germain and LaBross,' ('ontains about .50,000 acres of cultiva.ble land, 
all,)",ing for the sp:1(>e occllpit'd by the mountain range bordering the 
Sagnenay, wich is ullsuited to settlement. 

From the month of the south-wes! branch of the rin~r Ste. Margouerite 
to abou1 the 15th mile, fire has destroyed almost all the timber, especially 
on the 110rthel1.>-t side; nothing but brules can be seen; the fire has spared 
)]othing. The few trunks of pines still standin~ show that this section was 
once well co\'ered \\"ith merchantable timbe'r, especially pine. Fire h\8 
also fa ,-aged the sont h-"'('st side along the whole distance from the Sagllenay 
and :-;t.'. Margl1l'rite to the "ast side line of the township of L1br08se; conse
qli l ·ntly there is no merchantabll~ timber there. 

Near the west side line of the township of LaBrosse to the north-east 
of lhe rin'r Ste. :\iargnt'rite, white spruce of 15 to 20 inches is fairly plen-
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tiful in all the cuts between the surrounding' mountains. Snm;, clumps of 
white pine are also observable in different directions to within a few chains 
of the west side line of LaBrosse, but they are few and sm'lll. On the 7th 
mile', there are sume clumps of white pine, at a distance of f\bout a mile to 
the north of the riHr, but they are of limite,l ex!f'nt; I al.;n noted white 
pine on the 12th mile in a northerly directioll, but in small qn~lntity, for 
a distance of three or four miles. In addition to the birch, elm and ash 
already mentioned, alon~' the whole plateau tr~lYers,·d hy the south-west 
arm of the rin~r Ste. JIarguerite. between the 1st and 30th miles, there is 
also a sufficient quantity of white spruce from 1.) to;20 inches in diameter 
for profitable lumbering, especially to the north-east. The south-west side 
of the riYer, along the same distance, is ri0hly wooded with hard wood, 
with a fe"v white pines here and there and easily got at, to form part of 
such lumbering. 

At the 36th mile, on the south-west side of th,~ first fall, known under 
the name of the fall of the Fraye·au-S,mmon, I cro~s·(1 se,-eral miles in a 
northerly direction and noted from the heights a ,'onsid"rable stretch of 
good land in rear of the townships of Harv,'y and Tremblay, well timbered 
with hard wood, among which white birch predominat(~s. There also pine 
is scarce and the spruce grows smaller after the 33rd mile. 

Betwet'n the 33rd and the -Brd mile, thtl ri ver is horJ.ered by mountains 
which are insurmountable anI clothed with soft wood of a medium growth, 
unsuited to trade. The river descends in rapids between four falls; the 
first of 75 feet occurs at 34 chains on the 35th mile; the second of 80 at 
about one chain below the 37th mile; and the third of 70 fel>t, at :2-1 chains 
above the 42nd mile, There is no white pine between the -1:3rd mile and 
tho source of the riyer; all this section is wooded with medium-sized grey 
and white srruce-mer0hantable spruce being rare. There is no hard 
wood beyond the mountains to the north-east of the ri\'er after the nnd 
mile. 

I also scaled the north-west branch of the ri \'er Ste. Marguerite from 
mouth to source. The mountain chains whieh border this strea'n from its 
mouth to thp. 14th mile are mostly bare, and evprywhere, as far as the eye 
can see, the soil is poor and wooded with bals,m and grey and black 
spruce of stunted growth. Ascending from the 14th mile, the aspect of the 
ground changes and the mountains both recede from the river and diminish 
in height to heyond thp. 19th mile. There the timber is better and the sur
face generally level. 
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The ri,,-er is broken by rapids along this la,t stretch; the highest fall 
is 100 feet and occurs at 33 chains from the 18th mile post. Another fall 
of 75 feet occurs at 8 chains below the 17th mile post, and 32 chains above 
the same post there is still another of 30 feet. From the 19th mile, the river 
to its source, is formed by lakes, the largest of which is only about a mile 
in extent. At 31 chains from the 19th mile post, the river forks into two 
branches, which are about of the same length. I continued the scaling 
along the north west branch. The soft wood is better as far as the source of 
this river. Tamarac is plentiful and of good size. 

One of the tributaries of the south-west branch of the river Ste Margue
rite falling in at the 2')th mile is broken by rapids and cascades for five miles 
from its mouth. The aspE.ct of the land is everywhere the same, that is to 
say, broken in different places, mountainous and rocky. 

l'(lN(,LP~I( IN.-On the south-west branch of the Ste. Marguerite to the 
~Oth mile, white spruce, large enough to be merchantable, exists in fairly 
large quantity for adyantageous working and the ri,-er presents no obstacle 
to the drive. There is a small quantity of seemingly sound white pine. 
In the last six miles of the survey of the north-west branch, large tamarac 
is abundant. There is no cultivable land along this tributary. Beyond 
the 16th mile of the snn-ey of the north-east braneh of the river Ste. Margue
rite, there is no cultivable ground. From the 16th to the 40th miles, white 
spruce is the only timber worth working; there is no hardwood and very 
little pine. 

The extent of cultivable land comprises about a range on each side of 
the river Ste. Marguerite from iii, mouth to the l'a::;t line of t.he township of 
Harvey, forming about 60,000 acres of excPl\ent soil rieh1y wooded with 
elm, ash, birch, spruce, pine and fir. 

The continuation of the Tadonsac road to the river Ste. Marguerite 
along the south-west branch of that rin'r until it meets the east side line 
of the township of St. Germain, and then in a direct line to L'Anse it Vellot, 
would give a considerable impebs to tlw setth'ment of this part of the 
Saguenay country. The townships of St. Gl'rmain, Champigny, LaBrosse 
and Albert offer to colonization about :.!OO,noo aeres of good land, richly 
wooded, deduction made of the uncultiyable part occupied by the mountain 
chain bordering the Saguenay. 

(Gedeon Gagnon, 19th July, 1875.) 
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REGION AI.ONG THE ~IARITL\IE ROAD. 

TOWNSHIP OF TADOUSAC.-The road known under the n'1me of the 
road it Bande traverses along its whole extent land that is uncultivable. 
Except some thirty acres of good yellow loam, the remainder is compo'ied 
of fine sand, which the slightest breath of wind shifts from place to place. 
Settlers, who formerly cultivated 30 to 3;) ant's. can only raise now a little 
potatoes and a few bushels of grain, and even these, only from the sand, 
with the help of enough manure. I took the trouble to go with my men to 
the head of the lots to see if really it was not better than near the road; 
but, with the exception of a few patches, whic:h are not moved by the wind, 
the condition of things with the rest was not better. On the \ir..e of lots 
H and I, the settlers have now put up their third feuce, the two previous 
ones having been buried by the sand; they are covered by at least fifteen f<:let 
in height of sand carried by the wind. The s)ttiers live partly by fi,hing 
and hunting and partly by lumbering for Mr. Price, and others. On lots B, 
C and D, the iand iR a little better, at least in spots, but these are not large 
enough to support the families. Most of these settlers have other lots ill 
the concession of the mill a Baude, where the soil is better; but their 
clearings are not yet sufficieut to produce food enough for them during the 
winter, and they are too poor to clear them all. In time, they will, doubtless, 
manage to improve upon their present situation. 

TRAVERSE DES BERGERONNES. - The road known as the Tran~rse de" 
Bergeronnes or crossing of t.he Bt~rgeronnes from the first range of 1'adou
sac to the crossing of the Little Bergeronne river, ou lot 7, i:-; com:trueted 
across the mountains and steep rocky he tdlands. There is not one acre of 
land suited to cultivation, as far as the Bergeronnes range, in the township 
of Tadousac; and except a mile and a half of greell wood, the remainder of 
the timber has been destroyed by fire and the bleached trunks thl"<'aten to 
fall with the slightest wind and crush the traveller as he passt's. The road 
is very disadvantageous for the settlers, and the tra\'ell'~'r, who should be 
caught on it in a storm in winter, would be nearly cl'rhin to lose his life. 
When there is a heavy snow fall, the settlers abandon it and take to the 
Ballantyne road which is deeper in the forest and I S'i exposed to storms. 
Then, when the spring thaws set in, the water rushing down from the hills 
washes away the little earth on the road, and the settlers ar' obliged to 
work for ten or twelve days, with their horses, to replace the earth, only to 
have it washed away again during the following spring. 
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TUWK"'HIP OF BERGERONNEs.-In the Little Bergeronne, the soil is 
clayey and "ery flat, and the ro::td from lot 13 to lot 7 is bordered by trees 
on both sides. In the Great Bergeronne, the soil is sandy and very rocky 
in some places. This road is \'ery well built for the place and slightly 
undulating' to the spot called the Plaine de BOil D:'sir, where the' land is 
,'ery flat. This immense plain is sandy and, in g ~neral, unsuited to culti
vation, except some seatb'r,'d patl'hE's. Although, this land is sandy, there 
is, ho\\e\'er, no rock. The timbl'r is composed partly of white birch, 
balsam, spruce, &';, in some plaeps; in others, there is none whatever. 
The quality of the soil is the salUe from th" crossing of the ri verde Bon Desir 
to the river Escoumaius, where the land is better to the township of Iber
"ilk being well wooded with white birch, balsam, spruce, ash, cedar and 
birch. 

(P.-Th. Desmeu[es, 19th September, 1876,) 

RIVERS PETITE AND GRANDE BERGERONNES, ESCOUMAIX:-" SAULT-AU-MOUTON, 
PJRTNEUF AND :-'AULT-AU-COCHON. 

In conformity \"ith your letter of instructions dated the 12th November, 
187:2, direr'ling me, in my capacity of Provincial Land Surveyor, to make a 
sl'aling of the Tin'rs Petite and Grande Bergeronnes, Escoumains, Sault-au
Mouton, Portnt'uf and S:lUlt-au-Cocholl, situated on the 110rth shore of the 
river St. La\\'l'I'nce, b"low the ri,'cr Sag-uen'l}', in the county of S.lgueuay, 
I proceeded, immediately after the receipt thereof, to organize my party. 
As soon as these 11t'\'l'~"ary preparations were made, I started for the SCtlue 
of my operations. taking advantage of the last trip of the St. Lawrence Com
pany's steamer Clyde to reach Tadousae. I here procured ,'ehides to carry 
myself and my men to our destination, it being impossible to go by way Of 
the St. Lawrence on account of the ice therein and the high winds then 
preyailing, aild in due time we found ourselves safely arri\'ed at the Petite 
Bergpronne, the ~tarting point of my operations. 

The rin'r Petite Bergeronne being still opeD, and not being able to 
scale it correctly frum the banks, I employed the time while waiting for it 
to freeze over, in ex:plorin~ the surrounding eountry and scaling several 
lakes of ronsiderable importance such as l&ke a Gobeil, lake Paradis, lake 
Patrix, lakes Bergeronne and des Sables. As soon as the ice on the river 
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was safe to travel upon-(this river yery seldom takes with good ice, and 
there are many places in it which lle\Ter frepz,~ 0\-131' at aU)-I began the 
scaling, after haying ascertained the "ariation of th,· comp:''''s of my instru
ment, wrified the length of my chain, &(' 

This ri\Ter offers a harbor of refuge of easy :le,'ess to \Tt?:"s"l,., of light 
draught, whieh can pass up as far as the bridg,~ built h~' the G:HT"rnment on 
the Tadousac road. Its real month is bound,~(l hy hi~':l, well timbered 
mountains to the south·west, and to the north'I':lst by rO"b; bare of all \'(':';'13-

tation. But 3fter having penetrated half a mile iato the interior, the \'alley 
by degrees becomes ",iLl'Jr, and soon forll13 a b,~antiflll basin, whic~h nature 
has been pleased to ~he1ter on all sides from the hig-h wind" ';0 freq nen t in 
these H·gions. The soil is composed of day and aUnYial earth in the 
meado,Y:", and of gray and yellow earth mixed with ';:lIlcl in th,~ uplanls ; 
the wood on the heights is of senr,ll kinds, a,lllJng which whib· birch, 
balsam and sprnce predominate, with a few white, red and yellow pine. 
The rise and fall of the tide are visible nearly three miles from the mouth 
of the riYer, making- the latter na'Ti,-\ablt~ for this distance by ,TC''''W],; of 
midd ling size. 

The narrow strips of laud at the foot of th" mountains on ,·:\··h sj,h of 
the river are cnlti,-ated with snc,~ess by some fe\'\! habibmts. but all signs 
of cnltiYati0n disappear at the end of the fourth mile. There is on this 
mile a remarkable water-power, capable of snpplyin!:!: motive power for 
manufactories of all sorts, especially since the exeention of some important 
work upon it. 

Within a few chains of the lwg;inlling of the fifth mile is an almost 
perpendicular fall of oY"r t \\TO hundred feet in height. H .. re the proprintor 
of the mill has been obliged to construct a second slide for saw logs, whit:h 
must ha,oe cost a considerable sum of mOlll'y. The natural dillieulti,'s of 
the npper part of this river have been o,oercome by the buildin~ of a dam 
abont 150 feet wide and ten or tw<'ive feet ill height. by whi'.:h the water 
is backed up as far as lake des S:lbles. The ri,Oc'r ht'reahouts is, so to speak, 
w'allc~tl in as far as the lake des S,lbles 011 the se\Oenth mile; a rather narrow 
strip of land on the western bank, widening more or less in different pb:es, 
affords just sufficient space for a road by which comm'.micatioll is had with 
the interior. The greater part 0[' the timbl~r thns fu- has been removed; a 
few pines and some grey spruce and tamarac are still to be met with, but 
cedar, balsam and wbite birc:h, poplar and black spruce are the most plen
tifuL Of land fit for cultivation there is not sufli(~ient to s~ttle upon, but 
enough to remunerate any who might clear it. The lake des Sables, the 



most important on this river, is thirteen or fonrteen miles in circumference 
being about fonr miles in length by two and a half wide. There are several 
lumbering- camps located in its neighborhood, but the greater number of 
the saw logs are procured on the upper part of the river to the north-east of 
the lake. The high mountains surrounding it are well cO\Tered with every 
variety of timber to be found in the Sa!.:!'uenay district; spruce, white birch, 
balsam, white and red pint', yellow biro'h, poplar, cotton wood, cedar, alders 
and basswood are all to be met with either :;eparately or growing' 
together. 

With the exception of Point des :)ables and of a narrow strip of the 
valley following up the windings of the riYer to its source, none of the land 
hereabouts is fit for cultivation, being for the most part "ery mounbinous 
or covered with almost inaccessible roo:l~~. Lake PMadis discharges towards 
the north west into lake des :)ablE's by a "tream of a few chains in length. 
Lake Patrix does the same to the north-past, as well as a number of other 
small lakes which feed the streams flowing among the mouutains which 
surround the main lake. The course of the river above lake des Sables is 
interrupted by sen-ral falls ot no great importance; one in particular, which 
might be considered a large rapid, would not at all interfere with the 
running of logs. 

On the sixteenth mdt·. the river divides into two branches, the prin
cipal one going towards the we~t, the other in a northeasterly c!.irection, 
The aspee.t of the country is everywh,~rt' the sam2; the ,yood is less and 
less leafy as we pmGir,lt.' further into the interior; pine an,l spruce are 
more plentiful and of excellent quality. On the nineteenth mile a neW 
branch takes its course towards th.~ S. ;-; 'V. and, extending as fu as lake 
Bergeronnes, "erves to di,.;o:har~·o~ it.., surplus waters. There is a small lake 
on the twentieth mile, Hnd passing throU2;h a small piec.e of burnt land on 
the west bank '\\'e arriw at the sonrce of this ri \-er ill a lakelet, supplied 
by a stream from the north-east which is soon lost in an almost impene
trable ravine. 

At the t\\,,'lItieth mile post, on the headwater.~ of the ri\Ter Petite 
Bergeronne, a narro\v gorge extends to the wo'stward, and at a distance of 
two miles may be seen the chain of mOllntlins h.mh'rill!! the river Sainte 
Marguerite, \y hile still further, just \Ti.·ible above the h;rizon to the south
west, are the summits of the Saguenay hills. Piae and spruce are found as 
fa~ as the source of the Petite Bergeronne, down which they may be floated 
WIthout any other improveme~lts than those already made. 
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I then explored the north-east arm, with a vie .. " to gaining the source 
of the Grande Bergeronne, passing lake Oaribou and an other small lake until· 
I reached the source of this branch, and continued my course to the north
east, but instead of falling in with the waters of the Grande Bergeronne, I 
came upon those of the ri\'er Poletti', a tributary of the Escoumains. 
Ohanging my direction more to the pa'St, I still failed to intersect the waters 
I was seeking, but met instead with those of the riYer a Cassette, another 
tributary of the Escoumains. Having !Ho"lll'I·d some information from the 
lumberers workiuQ,' ou this river, r""lwcting the probable position of the 
source of the Grande Bergerollne, I decided to go and hegin the exploration 
of this latter from its mouth. I therefore at onl'(' returned down thp Petite 
Bergeronne, taking up the scaling of this river from my first point of 
departure going down towards the ~t. Lawrence. This done and having 
rounded the Point des Sauvages, I began the ascent of the river Grande 
Bergeronne. But considerin:,!,' that I had several large rivers to explore in 
the conrse of the winter, and fearing that if I con tin ued the exploration of 
the Grande Bergeronlle which is the shortest, the approa"h of spring would 
prevent me from completing the 10llg'er ones, I I'ps"rved the Grande Berge
ronne for my last operation and continued my route to the E.,conmains and 
hegan the exploration and chaining thereof, after being delayed some days 
to renew our snowshoes and god OLlr proyisiolls and baggage in order. I 
-could not yerify the variation of the needle at starting: time would not 
permit. 

I therefore fixed my "tarting point at the north-east corner of the centre 
pier of the bridge which cr,)-;sl's thl:' river near it.'i opening into the ~t. Law
rence opposite the ~. W. end of the saw-mill. 

The village of ESI'oumains i.-.; situated on th ~ shore of the small bay 
into which the Escoutnains river flows. Th,~ village is of no great size; a 
church stands in the middle of it, O\'llrlookill~' the eountry. Farming of a 
good class is carried on, but on a small scale. l'h,~ land is very good for 
senral miles along' the ri\',>.r, especially to the north·east. It is composed of 
day, marl, gray and yellow earth and &and rnix:.~.l with fine gravel. The 
wood is a new growth of balsam, poplar, COttOIl wood, white birch, spruce, 
willows and alders. On the second mile, :.,e\'t~ral settlers ha\'e made consi
derable improyements on their land, derivin!.!.' therefrom sufficient produce 
for their own wants and having a surpln,,; to dispose of. On the third mile 
the river is crossed by a bridge COllstru ·tell by the Bnreau of Oolonization, 
.and the road continnes along the west ba.llk, following its general COUrse 



upwards, but at mon or les,,; dist~tll Je ~l<"ordi,}:,;' to the u ~c !,,,;sit y for a veliding 
hills and cmH'S, 

On lea"ing the fourth mile. the bnd ris.'s gradually and the valley 
becomes narrower, so much :,'J that in se",'1'al ph 3es there i . ., no room for a 
paSS3g'l> on either side or th,~ ri rer. 

On the tenth miJ\~ the rin'r ,\ Casr;ette flows in from the west-north
\\'('st. On t1w ele,-enth mil .. the forest has b.'en almost completely destroyed 
by fire, only a f,'\\' clump.; here alld tht'l'e h lYing: l'seaped, All over the land 
a~ faT as the ei!,ddl'l>nth mil,' 01'('1' whi"h the fire h is pa~sed. a few small 
patches of under ~Towth, \\'illo\\',.;, poplars and alders, growing' in the low 
grounds and ra"illes, aud the charred trunks and stumps of pine and spruce 
trees which have been cut down on the sides of the mountains and the 
surrounding ro.,k-; ar~ almost the ouly obj<,ds that cakh the eye, The ri,er 
a Polette, ('oming from a diredion llorth-west by west on the sixteenth 
mile, g'i\'es a yie\\' of the i,)n-"t ill it.-; natuml asp\~i:t. a f,.\\' miles distlllt on 
th(' sides of the mountains aluong ",hidl it 110\\,"';, The :\I.~s"rs. Tetu hn-e 
r"established th,~ old lumb'r catlps on thi,,; tributary. wh'~r,~ they pro:'ure 
pine and SPl'lWC, This l):';lil,,1t of tile Escoum:lill-; t;lk~s its ri;> in a s9ries of 
lakes ",hidl ext-'ll i on till- Ilorth-we~t to the waters vi' tlB Pdite-Ber~'e

ronne, ()n th,' S(~\'(~nt"(-Ilth mile the ri I'er Parent, a snlll ~trcum flowing 
fr0m th,1 east, LuIs iu a b Jllt half a mile ab'we t ht' ri ver a P Jlette. I made 
an exploration and s:alill~' of this stream as ",.,Il as of th' lakes, A large 
part ofth~ till1b~r whi(~h ;'rl~w on it:-; b,l~k, h:1; b~ell carriel away; the 
remaiuder has been burnt. Th,~ mountain.;. as they recede, atLlin a con-

\ 

siderable allltnl-!. 1!1~a';u1'IIl'~' t~I~'ht to nin' Illllllr! 1 r.~ -t iil al no;t perp~n-

dit.-nlar hl-i~'ht :tll,l appr()~t,.Jlillg' so closely to t h' E-;I.:oUll1alllS as to 11':1\'e 
11 • ,~p \,',: Ii),' anal 0:1 it; t'.l-;t,~ru ))I'lk, this It! t,!r alu p.lrt of th~ ril'c!"s 
b,tl beiu'.!,' ea.'ILuh -r~J with h,~.I[li of hlleu l>artl1 a,d stOIL~;, To the west 
t\e monnt,lin.;, ;i'i they I'xtl~lld b.I·'k, j'.';L 'h:a hl.'i~'ht of about tw"I\'e hnndred 
f.~e1. I m:ld.' all a,;;el1t o! O!ll' of thes~, from tl-t,! top ofwhi,::h I Iud a magni
ficent "iew of the ::k LlW!'I~ll':.,~ fr0,n ~c. All.lre de K'lIllHll\tslu to _~te. 

Flayie de Rim(H1·;j~l, and of ~ill th,' lslallds between th,~se two poillts, 

I eould also m,tl;:.· out th·~ SOlHC,~; of the' rin~r-; Pdite E3~oumaius an'l 
Paren t to the ea . .;t, and of the t WI) B !rgero;uu.;, Ih ~ C,t.; ;.It t.~ ~n,l 11v Pol !tk 

to the w,'.-;!, as w,,11 as lh,! \-allt~y of th .. ril',-r:31. ~I lr~lwrit~; th! ~t~'ll~'Lty 
moulltains extelldill~' b,'YO:ld til::! horizuil tJIV,uI" th~ west. 

On the eighteeth mile is a stream of about a mile in length by which 
the surplus waters of the Little E5coumaills lake are at the time of the 
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spring freshets discharged into the rin~r Escoumains. A t the end of the 
twenty-first mile the river has worn itself a passage through the soil to the 
rock, the numerous obstructions gi,-ing rise to a series of rapids, falls and cas
cades, which render navigation impossible. I neverthell~ss contilllwd the 
exploration over its 'whole length; the men on their part taking the baggage 
over a portage by which much trouble and difficulty were avoided. These 
obstacles disappear on the 24th mile, whence the riYer continues tran(1l1i1 
as far as the 25th mile, wht're a contraction. of the banks gi,-es the water a 
current of extraordinary swiftness. A small river coming from a north 
easterly direction, discharges itself at the foot of this last rapid. A lumber
ing camp was established here a few years ago, and some of the old huts stili 
remain as they ,'\'ere when occupied, furnished with all the materials 
required in lumbering orerations. 

The little river Maclure, coming from the south west, falls into the 
Escoumail1s on the ::!5th mile. The lake of the same name which I scaled a, 
well as the river is not large and has furnished its share of timber: thl:re 
are still a few spruce and pine trees there. The moun tains are more dis tan t 
on the south-west, but on the north-east they follow closely the l'unr,,\~ of 
the river and maintain a height of seven to ,>ight hundred fed abo,-e the 
level of the water. 

At the :28th mile, they suddenly chang8 their direction, those on the 
south-west disappearing to the west, \y hilst those on the north-east form a 
right angle as the river does, their height diminishing' by de~TI'(''; as th,'y 
follow its course. 

The small river Chatignie takes its rise among the hills to the w·.'st, in 
a series of lakes which aid in rendering' it nayigable. All the timber of any 
yaille on these lands has been cut by Messrs. Tetu's lumbermen. Th8rin'r 
after flowing tranquilly for seyera) miles, becomes broken by rapids \Y hich 
haye to be climbed, so to speak, as f:tr as lake Gorgotton on the 43rd mile. 
Two water courses, already examined, make their appearance, th~ first called 
riYer a Jos. Boucher on the 37th mile and the other, on the 38th mile, 
named riYer a la Sayanne. There is little or no timber ill this section remain
ing to be cut, except some pine and spruce aboH' lake' Gorgotton. .l great 
part of the forest was long ago destroyed by fire, and thl:! nc~w growth will 
neYl~r be of any yalue ; there are, however, a few clumps of fine-looking 
timber, but the quantit~T is insignificant The rising grounds present yery 
much the same appearance. Black spruce and balsam are the principal 
woods. Immense rocks cover the land, rising in some places to a height of 
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four or fiye hundred feet. A branch of the Portneuf passes to the west of 
the river Escoumains, heading it off and limiting its length to sixty-six 
miles, taking in all the windings of the lakes and the riYer. Upon the ridge 
I planted. a post marked litith mile with the date and my signature. 

I scaled the principal lakes through which the river flows and some 
of its most important branches, exploring them from lime to time as oppor
tunities presented themsplves. 

I then returned down the ri \',,], as far as lake des Camrs, and from 
there struck off ill a south-easterly dirp.ction and ascended a stream and 
some lakes leading towards the hills, in hopes to fall in with the waters of 
the riYer Sault-au-Mouton, hut the first watercourse encountered on 
the slope opposite the Esconmains to the eastward was a branch oftheri.er 
aux Ours, a tributary of the Portneuf. Then taking a new course to the 
south-east we soon found the upper waters of the river Sault-au-Mouton 
which I chaineJ from its source downwards to its mouth where it joins the 
~t. Lawrence. 

The whole length oj' th .. Sault-au-Mouton is fifty-four miles and a 
quarter. Its principal brallehes :tl'l~ the rivers aux Castors, a Roussel, the 
rivulet it Martel and the small stn'ams de l'Est and de l'Ouest. The lumber
ers who lwg'an work last fall on the riverSaut-au-Monton took out logs from 
as far as the border,:, of the lak<- de la Pdite Montag'ne, and the remainder 
of the forest aboYe the lake has been pxplored with a view to cutting the 
timber as far ns the :.:our,'e of the riYer if possible. The improvements made 
in this riYer allow of timber being 1l0ated down nearly its whole length 
with tolerable fa"ility, At tIlt' dis,'har~" ot th(' lake de la retite Montagne, 
a dam eighteen feet high by at lea"t a hundred feet in length backs up the 
wah'f for six or se\-en mill'S, and is of great assistance in driving logs, by 
creating a yery strong' <'UlTent when th~ dui"I':" are opened. 

The Yaridips of wood which predominate are spruce, white birch, 
halsam, scrub pine, tamarac and pine; the land is generally undulating 
and rocky. The mountains on the upper part of the ri\-er are not very 
high, but below the grand rapid on the twenty-fourth mile their height 
abo\e the water is about doubled, o\ying to the fact that the stream makes 
a sllddtln d,'scC'nt of about three hundred feet while their summits maintain 
their previous leypl. There are several remarkable W:1tp1' powers at differ
ent places on this riYer: a glance at the plan accompanying this report 
will show their position and enable you to estimate their height. 



There is very little land fit for cultivation in the valley of the Sault
Mouton; a few narrow strips at two or three places below the grand 
id and at the mouth of the river contain all that is susceptible of clear
, and improvement. The bay of Mille Vaches near the discharge of 
river offers a good location for settle men t ; a chapel has been erected 

.r the St. Lawrence and there has been a priest residing there for several 

.rs. The farms are small but of excellent quality, immense natural 
adows extend round the bay, and are of great advantage to the farmers 
.0 occupy themseh'es ill raising cattle. 

The post of Sault· au-Mouton, situated at the entrance of the ri,'er, 
ms a pretty little Yillage neatly and well built. A caseade of sixty fet't 
height falling into the St. Lawrence is the last of a g:-eat number in this 
er, which well deserves its name. Regarded from the St. Lawrence, this 
posing' water-fall imparts a certain grandeur to the appe'H:lllt'P of the 
.ce; the picturesque mountains of the vicinity forming an admirable 
:kground and framing to a very charming pidure. 

Haying completed the required operations on the ri,'.,l' ~;\Ult·an
mton, I immediately proceeded to the mouth of the riYer Portneuf and 
~an the scaling of that river, taking for my point of departure the chapel 
~he post of Portneuf on the south west bank. Th.~re is not much done 
the way of farming at Portnl'uf, the number of residents being' \'t~ry small ; 
re is how eyer sufficient good land to allow of the formation of a small 
'ish, with all the necessary elemen ts of :-;u.· 'ess. as soon as a road is opened 
connect the posts lower down the ri \'e1' with that eoming' from the Bay 
~I ille Vaches and Tadousal'. The rise and fall of tilt' tide aJ't' lWl"'epti bl., 
nly three miles up this riYer, where it is from fifteen to tWl'llty chaills 
de and three or four f'.'et deep at low water. Th,~ hanks of the riYer are 
ep and reach a hundred feet in height. The land is composed of sand 
d. yellow and grey earth, resting on a subsoil of clay. The first rapid 
Isiderably diminishes the breadth of the ri,'er, which is now here for fifty 
II'S further more than two or three chains wid.>. 

On the seye11th mile the river has worn its,.]!' a deep narro" .. channel 
the rock with perpendicular sides through which the water dashes with 
reme swiftness. Before reaching still water, a fall of thirty feet ill 
!ght presents itself, OYer whieh the water is precipitated in three equi
,tant streams into the channel above mentioned. The portage is on the 
t side of the river and is about a mile in length. Aboye this fall the 
er maintains a width of two, three or four chains, up to the second faIL 
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on the t\ycntieth mile. The burnt lands on the river begin on the south
east bank of th\' Black riyer (riyiere Noire), on the sixteenth mile, to 
the ea&t. At t he 18th mile tu the \Yest, the ri ,er Portneuf receins the 
discharge of the riYeT des Ce(l1'es; the burnt lands do not extend more 
than a mile along this last mentioned riYer, and from its mouth the timber
clothed heights which border it are l;;een >tretching away to the Sault-au
Monton. On the eaEt the brule extends about half way to the ~~lUlt'au
( 'O(·hon. 

The forest hereabouts haying been considerably thinned out by the 
cutting of a large quantity of pine, the stumps and debris supplied fuel for 
the flames which haye completely swept the soil, leaving only the charred 
trunks. which bear sufficient testimony to tlw extraordinary richness of the 
primiti,e forest. AboY(' the second fall, a contraction of half a chain in 
width for the length of a few Ghains has gi,-en this part of the ri,er the 
name of" Cran ~,·rre." 

A third fall of some twenty It·,,t necessitates a portage of a few arpents 
to the east of tIll' rinr. The burnt lands are dotted h .. re and there with 
small pat..Jws of !..!To""ing timber, in which some large pine and spruce 
trees are to be iound, whih the rest are chiefly balsam, white birch and 
black "prucp. Tlw land on the flats is composed of sand and pebbles. The 
hilh on both ~ides display to yiew the rocks of which tht'y are formed and 
bear no timbpr of any yaiue.' ' 

The hUlll t lands come to an end ahout the thirti\'th mile; the yalley 
here is narro,,,, and hemmed ill by hiQ'h mountains. A ral'ine on the east 
sid,· gil'"s pn~~~l!..!'t' to the riYeT ala Loutre on the thirty-eighth mile, and 
anoth"r on the \Y('~t does the S~IlIll' at the forty-third mile for the riYer "aux 
Oms ", the soure\, of whil'h I explored at the head of the SJlllt-au-l\Ioutoll 
when operati11 Q' on that ri,'er, The mountains run parallel with the rinr 
and are from 1i I'c to t welyc hunured f,·d in height. Their ,-aried forms and 
jagged peak,.;, Wit!l the deep ravines which S'ive passag,~ to the tributaries 
abo,-e mentioll('ll. comlJine to r~nder the scenery of this locality the gralld,~st 
and most pidlll'C":<clru.' of the whole region. The tahl.~ lands l'orered with 
1>nub pine, which border on the ri,'er and extend to the b:\se of the mOllll' 
tains, are ('omp"~"<l of sand, ydlow e:lrth and small rounded pebbles. Their 
height yari,'s ir0111 thirty to a hundred feet, and their width, according to 
lhl:' direction of the mountaillf', from t\Y('nty to forty chaiRS. They cease 
alt(lgether at the iork c.l the xi"er on the ltfty-sixth mile. 

The appearallce and character of the riYer Portneuf proper here undt:>rgo
a change; ft·r th" "p~\('e offiye long miles, it is Olle series of cascades and 



rapids flowing between two walls, one or two chains apart and :~s hig~ as 
those of the Saguenay. The depths of this ravine haye neyer In willter 

been lighted by the sun's rays. 

At the sixtieth mile post the ri,-er, for a sp:\q~ of fin) or six ,·hlin,.;, ,va..; 
perfectly impassable, obliging ns to make it detour of fully two miles. 

On the sixty-second mile the rin.'r rCSl1IUI>";, as it were, the aplv:tr:tn",' 

it presents near its mouth. Its width ,-aries from two to ,>i~ht chains, while 
the current is hardly perceptible. Its banks, which rise gradnally to :t 

height of five or six hundred feet, were ravag,~(l by fil't-\ many yean; ago: a 
growth of small poplars, white birch, scrub pine and willows cover both 
the uplands and the meadows, except in some spots that are qnite bare of 

vegetation. 

The snow which co,-ered the hills and monntains to a d,'pth of t~ight 
to ten fpet at the time of makill!!,' this l"xploration in Febrnary, donbtlp".", 
hid from ,-iI'\'\' the shrubs and undef\\'ood which would naturally grow 
there, shadiJlg' the little ,-alleys awl lH"l banks of the ri,'er dnring the 
summer season. The first serious obstacle to the llavig-ation of this part of 
the ri,'er presents itself at tIlt' eighty-sixth mile ill the slupe of a I·:tsc:\(l,~ 

which rises by degrees to a height offorty feet over which fall the waters or 
lake Cache, which is situated immediately aboH'>. A,·,·,>iSiS to it is had by a 
small portage on the west side. A series of lakes then ~11l"'ee(b, extending 
without interruption as far as the nindy-ninth mile and the bn\lfos disap
pt'ar on the hundred and third. mile, lllt:a:;ured 011 the upper north-east 
branch which I took for the princ'ipal one on a':"Ollllt of its width. Th,' 
north-west brandl, coming through a narrow ina,·, "'s:;ibl,~ ravine to join the 
other, giws no idea of'the different appearance it presents a mile fnrther up 
and of the large interior lakes by which it is fed. 

On the hundred and fourth mile part of the timb,'>]' on the north-east 
bank has been destroyed by fire, but is in general at this ht>ight of an infe
rior quality, heing composed of bbck sprttl'(" white birch and balsam. The 
eastern bank of the lak(~ it l'Isle Verte has eS"aped the fire as \'\- .. 11 as the 
north-east part of its fpeeler, which I explored as far as the hundred and 
eleyenth mile, where I ended my operations on thi,; p:trt of the river. 

I then dl's('ended the Portneufto the (·hief' fork on the fifty-sixth milt' ; 
from thf're I scaled this branch as far as th(~ Iwicrhts, keeping always 
towards the east in order to reach as soon a-: po~sible the riYer Sault-au
Cochon, to procure some provisions ,,·hich 1 had had transported halt'·wav 
fN the exploration of the last mentioned river. 
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in th·> whole course of this exploration I met with BO change in the 
lutUl'e ot' the soil. Pine, spruce and scrub pine were met with along the 
tirst seyeu milt~. bnt, after passing' the Grand,) Chute, black spruce and 
white \Jirch coyer the gT"aft~r purt of the land \,\Tatered by this brauch, 
\\' hich l'e""i n's :-en~ral small tributaries from the w"stern side and the 
<JulIet:-; or a number or lakes, 

lilter !'l'a,hilL! the height of land between the Portneuf and the 
;'·.llllt"an-l'(>t,holl, I l'll,'ullnil>red, 011 tlescendillg the oppostte slop~, the 
\va(ers ()j th,~ little ri,"er au Donlean. and scaled it and the lakes 011 its 
-.'.'11I'S\· do,,"u to it:-; di::<harge into the Sanlt-au-Cochon on the sixty-fifth 
mile a",ordin!,!' to the measurement of the latter from its source downwards" 
The little 1'i,",>r heah yery appropriately the Bame which it has borrowed 
!loom the immense j'Ol'l>,~t of white birch ('oYering the mountains among 
,,·hidl it alld it:- t!'ibutari,·" flow, alld whil'h bears so close a resemblance 
10 the lin\' ,~Il~';lries of the E~lste1'n Townships a,~ to be taken for immense 

- , 
IllHple ~Ton's 

lIa,"iug rell,·\\',·(l my "tock (Ii' pro\"isinll';, I immediately ascended the 
"in'!' :-:~\l1lt-;m-l'o\'holl to it.~ source in order to chain it coming down
ward,; ()n r";l<'ltill~' the h,>ight,~, I met with i'P\reral rami!Jt'~ of Indians 
from ",hum I l' ... ",·i\"ed full information respediu!!' the principal branch of 
the Portnpui', and, linding that I wac; in the ,-icinity of this ri\Ter, I took 
upon ll1y~elr to ~') and mak ... a hasty exploration thereof and of its long 
1.Il~.'s in (1)'(11'}' to make as ,'xa,'t a plan ac; p'hsiJ)b, til S,'ITCl in the compila
tion oj' th" ~"'l1t'rnl plan, 1:,·~'inllill~' ol"'r:lt illlls at the north t'nu of the lake 
t'nmill!! th,' hI:': II 1 01' the ri"I'1' :-'ault-an-l't!l'holl, I sl'al,'d this lake and a 
""UI,(·,'s~ion (l1'''Il1"ll OI\l'S, fullowing their din'ction down as far as lake 
Kaku'ikan·,\..; (11' ]ak,' dl'~ Pech"l'i,'c;, 01' w hi"h I made a complete sealing., and 
,'xplo]'in!,!' ulIly tlw \\'""t part which forms a lake by itself, called for a good 
l'e""Oll lake d,>s Baies. (Ill this upper part of the ri\"er, the conntr~' is all 
~ln" 1'O"ky and lllountainous tract coyered ",ith spruce, white birch and 
i "il:-alll of middling' length and size, 

The lak .. > Kaku<ikanus i" a magniJieent shed of ,,-ater of a yery irr.~gu
Ln and ('ap]'i('ions 1'0]'111, surrounded by hills and mountains whose outlines 
are as nuied as their l'le\"ations, The !:ceuery is at once new and pleasing, 
ri\"alling that of the smaller Uanadian or Americall lakes as much with 
~"gard to general effect as to the details yisible from the many different 
points of yiew. 
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Leaving this charming prospect behind me with regret, I continued 
my progress down the river, scaling it and the numerous small lakes 
through which it passes, to the Grand Portage on the furty-follrth mile. A 
large part of this tract was traversed by fire some y' ar:,; ago; the new 
growth of poplar, scrub pine, white birch, willow,; and alder which clothes 
the plains and surrounding hills gi,-es It a lwndiar appearance, agreeable to 
contemplate after passing through a stretch of the primitive forest where 
the density of the foliage and the height of the trees prevent the windings 
of the river and the outlines of the neighboring hills from being seen. 

Not wishing to risk the descent of the rin~r by the Crans Serres and 
the Grande Rapide, I scaled the Iudian portage anl the lakes by which it 
passes, to its foot on the fifty-sixth mile. This path, which the Indians have 
traversed for centuries, skirts the sides of the mountains, arriving im per
ceptiblyat the summit, and from thertl dl',;,'ends the other side by similar 
ingenious wmding's without causing fatigue or lengtlwlling the road. 

The hills are t:lotht'd with black spruce, \\' hite birch, poplar and 
balsam; ill the ravines the timber is larg"'r, l'slw,oially the white spruc,", 
but the quantity is small compared with that of other kinds. 

Having made this portaga without much difficulty, I continued the 
scaling of the ri,-er which winds and turns in a YUT capricious' mauner, 
but is not troublesom) to navigate, being' from two to t on chains wide, and 
free from rapids or perceptible current as far ;to.; Ill-' sixty-second mile. 
Here, a fall eighteen feet in hdght alld a rapid :l mil.> and a half in length 
oblig,~ the vO!Jageur to torsake the ri ver for the sli:,!,o il tl Y undulating portag-~ 
on the western bank, aftpr which the river resnmes its I revions characler. 
The timber below the Grand Portage is of snperior qn:dity, but the pre
yailing yurieties Ine whitl~ birch, scrub pine, sprtl l' and balsam. The 
mountains are from six to seven hundred feet in h'i,!ht and the valley 
between them including the riYcr is from a, quarter b hllf a mile wide. 

The ground is sandy on the b:lllks of the rivtlr and the table lands, 
(plateaus) but rocky on tht~ heights. A t thl~ foor (Of thi.; rapid is the nortl1-
eabt fork, which is nearly as large as the main ri\-er, :lld Hows in a north
easteriv direction to join the Sources of tue rin'r La,-al. 

From the sixty-third to the hundred and se ~olld lllile the ri,-er is not 
interrupted by any rapid, but flows p~ace\bly b ~l \Y'~,'ll the two parallel 
chains of mountains rising abo,re it, cro~i'Sil1g th,~ narrow valley at intervals 
to bathe the feet of those on one side and i mmediatel v returninO' to do the 

- 0 
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same for tho~e 011 tl!,J other. The l'iYl'r des Bouleaux discharges itself 

from the wcst ."ide on the (;5th mile. Several other sm~,l1 rivers do the 
~ame on Olle side or the othc·r, and the mountain gOl'~'es \Yhichgiyepassage 

to these tributari":,, are g'\'Herally better woodt'd than t be yalley of the river 
proper; "pruCL" pill<'. ,,,hit<, hirch, snub pine, C}PH':-S, baham and poplar 
are found of a g'onLl "lZ,' aHd ,':vellent quality; the Iwst of the pinl', however, 
has IJf:'L'll cut. 

The finn ot' Pri"l' l:11>1iH'l>' ~\ Cu. ~'llt ·lumheH·rs ill here la&t fall to 
'\'II!.; flOlli tIlt' rin'r or lake ;1 ('a~H·tte (11 the ,·ighty-eighth mile down 
10warch the faIL, on the hUlldred ~Illd fin .. t mile. Notwith~tanding' the 
,'x(raordinary quantity of 8111)\\ whi"h it'll dUlipg the course of last winter 
,Ind that the men emp luy"d at tlw h, ginning 'were few, the number of 
]..~" made \\;\:" nry L'ollsid"rable. I scaled the lake ;\ CassettE', and I think 
that the best P;lft of the pine ~ll\d q lUCI' ~.n· to be kUlld in its neighborhood, 
although tll\'~l' land", \\','1',: \\ orhcd 111',I!ly t Wt'nty yeals <lgO, but trees that 
\\I'rl' :-:llIall then han· held timl' to b"('('llW fit for cutting. On leaving the 
hundred and first mile till' mountains disappear altogethl'r, the river has 
Will'll a dUllllld eighty to a hundred feet dt'ep in the plain (plateau) which 
\'xlt-lJ(b hom the h:I"'" ul' the m0untnim; on the north to the St. Lawrence, 
rUllning' to the I'Ci"t until lost to o-ight neal' l]w riYel' DebiamitE, and to the 
·w<:':-.t as hr as the Day of Mille Yachl·~. 

This plateau j" llL'"rly a perfect lenl and is composed of sandy soil 
mixld \\ itL gray and yellow earth, r":-;(ing on a subsoil of clay and marl. 
TIll' YarietiL's of \\'ood which predomillute are :"I'rub pine, black and frray 
sprucE', t;lllJ:lr:1(', b:d:-al1l, white birch, poplar, cottonwood, pine, bOIS bark and 
ald.]' A ,Cl j,.:- of magnific"llt \\,ll<'r powers E'xtends all the way down 
the rin·r. c1lw ~oil i:- of the 1,,:-,t qnality and the timher of h·ng-th llnd size 
(LllJlllOlJ "Illy in the b:"t ];11Jd,.. This trad if; admirably suited for farming, 
and "l;ut1Jd Yen' ,oon 11\'('( me ~1 fine :,ettlt'ffilnt if the ]umberinO' oI'erations • :::> 

110'" l)"illg umill: ,11 :I)'ll~' tllt' ]]orth ~hore of the ~t Lawrence attract to 
ih. ir "i. ;I.ity ,'l1Y 1,1~m I" I oi tbo~e :-;(mdy sdtll'TS ~ll('h : sarI.' scattL'Ted over 
the UPIJl'r S:.lQne~);IY country. . 

On tIl\:' hundred alld eleyenth mile is the IarO'e boom alold dam for 
h 

('lll'lo-illg ~a\\' lll~.~ jn,,( :lbo\'e the last fall, whiL·h at a hl·ig·ht of forty feet 
o\'lrlooks the little Yillage of Forestyille with its chapel and mills. 

A gwat dlawbuck to the different posts on this part of the north shore, 
€speci"lIy in winter, is the want. of a good road on land. It is very dan-
6 "l.,m; and often impossible to tra,"el on the beach, as the ice on which the 
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.road is marked ont is frequently detacht~d and carried aW,L)' in stormy 

weather, and the traveller is oblig"d to return, oftf'n after a lon~ journey, 
in the course of which both himself and his team have enconnterc)d mnch 

hardship anJ fatig·ne. 

I completed my operations on the ri\-er Sault au·OouhOll at its dis(;harge 
into the St. Lawrence, and on a small islet there I planted a post marked 
lIlt, with the date and my nalUe acuording to my in::;jl'll,·ti')ll-;. Hl,-ing 
been detained some days by ('olltrary winds and i,'(' we did lI"t immediate
ly re-ascend the St. Lawren,~e to the Grand 13ergt'ronne. I proliteJ. by 
the delay to explore the neighhorhood, and found that it was qnlL~ possible 
to locate a read through it. 

We then continued our jOUflh'Y, partly by water and partly by land, 
up to the Grande Bergeronne. There I r\>SUIt1I~.l the operations begull in 
January last, ;lnd scalt·d this ri\-er as correctly :t-; p')'isihle, following along 
its banks on one I>ide or the other aecordillg to ('ir,:ulO,;Lll\l'I'S. This riVt'r 
seldom or Hey,'r freezes O\'er, and Iwing Illlll·h ('Ill'u,nbered by alders, wind
falls, and other obstacles, I was ohli!,!l'd to gi,Te up ('h:lining abo\Te the falls 

on tht~ ninth mile. Tlw melting ot' th' SIlOW, the gre1t difficulty attending 
the work, and the slight importaul'l.' of this str"am, joined to the> fatigues of 
the long tramps made during the winter and the diminution of our stock 
of provisions, forced me to refrain from explorill '!:. the ri \-er beyonl the above 
mentioned point. 

At the beginning of the first lllile, i. I' , at the Go\-ernment ori<lge 011 

the Tadou:-:uc road, thi:; ri\-er di\'id,,:s illto two b"andl 'S; the north-\",·,;t oue, 
or river a Da:s de ~(ji,,, i~ tw,>lve miles ill leuS\'lh ; aut! the north,past oranuh, 

the one I sl'aled, lH'arili~ the n:lllle of rin!r a n.'uulieu, is cOllsiuemd the 
main branch of the Grallde B~rg,'rollll'>. 

The country watered by tll'se rin'rs i" n:':lrly all good farming' land; a 
considerable part 01 it is alreauy well ,:nlti\'at"d; the fSc·ttlers make u vl'ry 
comfortable li\'illg, and the mi:;::;iollary who ,-i:;ib them recei~-es ffiu:;t liber
al contributions. As far as th,~ ninth mile 011 the ri \'er ll.!aulieu the soil 
is of the best quality. The lake' aD,· mlieu WI hill that distllH;e i:s sur
rounded by natural meadows whi·h ,Ire of ~'l'e,lt a(hallt;l~'e to the settlers 
of that locality. A large part of th\~ tllnber h:ls heen cnt and lnrnb,~rer:s are 
again at work on the upper part of the rive'r a Rt-; <Ie Soie. I explored a 
portion of this country and found that it contained a lIIagnificent tract of 
good land, well suited for settlement aud ad\'antageously situated to pro
mote the Grande Bergeronne mission and to make it before long oue of th~ 
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best parishes on this part of the North Shore. A flour-mill is in operation 
near the bridge above mentioned, and the chapel is built on the hill to the 
east of the river. The tide rises as far as the mill, permitting small vessels 
[0 reach the bridge. 

(P.-H. D1WW1S, 23rd August, 1873.) 

RIVERS BETSL\:\IIT", LOUP-:\IARIN AND OU'l'ARDES. 

We left Betsiamits on the 11th February and ascended the ri.er as far as 
the falls, distant from the St. Lawrence about forty mileR. The Betsiamits 
is a \'ery considerable river, both as regards its great volume and the depth 
of its waters. A large number of lakes and streams, ",hi·h may be classed 
as large ri,-ers, "mpty themselves into it, but along the whole course of 
the maLl ri,-er the country is VNy hilly; mount ,illS succeed one another 
without interruption, \willg mostly of' som(~ height, many measuring over 
eighteen hundred f"pt. This lung ('hain of mountains has, of course, a great 
influence on the fluw of tht' ri\'er, which is interrupted by numerous falls 
often of great height, so~e eX"I't-'Jing a hundred feet. As a general rulethe 
soil is of an inferior quality; along tIll' ri n'r it is almost uni versally composed 
of roeky yellow mould, pl'es,'ntillg a ,-,'ry p~)or appearance; in some few 
localiti~s, how\~\'l'r, I found a little cl Iyq land, but soil of first quality is 
t'Yl'll still more ~l'arL't'. 

COllsiJered as a forest for th .. sllpply of marketabl,> timber, the re!!'ion 
drained by the B t:-iamits and its IIUIl1"rOUS tributary "tn';lltB i" of \"ery 
little value'; it appears to ha\'t' l)t','n fl'\'fln.'ntly d,'\'lsrat"d by terribL, fir,~s, 
which have d,':-(r"Yed e\'erythiilcr III t1wir 1";1Y, tholl!!'h in some places 
which the fire has spart'd, alld \';her,' pi:I". spru ',' bo·,·h and ash aTt~ found 
of an excellt'llt growth. there is no doubt that the utilizing of these forest 
t\'ea~nres would prOYe extremt'ly profibbll'. 

The c1imatl' of the region Wt' explon'd is very spyerl:' ; the \yinter is Yt'ry 
lon~!', cold aud ~ubjt-'l't (0 H](.'Y storm:-:, as a proofof whi,h facts. I will sim
ply ~tate that, on the 10th of .TUlll', t111-'\'\' \\';1" :,till a grt"lt depth of snoW in 
shady places. thl' tre,'s ,,"PH' bart' of It'tlves 1'\'1:'11 ill lhl' mo~t open spaces, 
and the cold so intt'Il:-:" ill willtt'r that WP. could not sometimes leave onr 
tents. On one of the llumerous lakes Oil the rin:,r Betsiamits, called by the 
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Indians lake Pipmaukan, the ice disappeared as late as the 20th of May, 
which delayed us a little in our work of exploratioll. 

The above general statement offacts is the result of information acquired 
during the exploration as will be shown below . 

.At my starting POi!lt at the falls I planted a post. Thence I followed 
the river Betsiamits, a distance of ninety miles, at which distance I planted 
a post indicating the termination of my exploration on this p,trt of the ri,-er. 

From the falls to the sixth milE', the river fbw~ almost cOlltill1l0 1 i Y 
through steep monntains. Six stream~ and ri\'()rs empty th~m,c~h'e3 int ,i t, 
two from the east and four from the WeSt. These \Vltet'.; are simihrly 
enclosE'd by mountains. Within this space alon~ the B"tsiamits and aJ H s 
tributaries, valuable wood is fonnrl, viz pine, spru'~e, ba'ls wood, bi\'l~h fmQ 
t\sh; the forest contiuul's to be equally good as far as the ~'i'~hth mile, that 
is to say, to about fifty miles from the St. Ltwrellce. Tlli, smdl forest is 
surrounded by burnt spa"es as far as th" eye can reach. The soil is a yellow 
loam, and stony e\'en where the mountains diminish in height. 

From the eig-hth to the eleventh mile the mountains continu,· of grClat 
height and very near the river on the west bank, but more distant on the 
east. 

We here found extensive plateaus, but the valuable timbpr had all 
disappeared; nothi!\g' is to be seen but immellse burnt spac,·s, the new 
vegetation on which is exclusively composeJ of small rvhite hirch and 
popbrs, with some spruce. 

The river follows a north-wt'sterly course to ahout the middle of the 
18th mile, and is closely confined bdween ;;he mountains whi"h horder it 
on both sides. Hehn"ll the fonrteputh and eighteenth miles is a pretty 
long portage of fonr miles, to ;lYoid the numerous falls and rapi1s at this 
point. Through all this region the monntains are vl'ry cl05e to the ri \"er, 
and the country is one immens~ burnt clearing', covered with Ill)',V growth. 
such as white birch, poplar and some I'mall spru'~e. In the miJdle of the 
eighteenth mile a small strpam pnt·'!' . .;; th' B ,tsiamits; from thi" point also 
the river takes a uew direction of about N. :jon W., ",hidl COlli'S.) it ke,'ps 
to beyond the 27th mile, diyeqiug more and more to the north. Through 
this distance of nine miles, the mountains artj hWl'r and more distant from 
the river. The tributary streams and ri Vt'rs of the Betsiamits are six: three 
from the west and three from the north-east. There are also some f,tlts which 
obliged us to make three small portages. The land about here is very poor 



and quite unfit for ('ultinLion, enn if the climate would allow it; at this 
time it i;:; sim~)ly a ,Tast brule, with a fresh ~'rowth of white birch, poplar 
and spruce. 
, 

On the ~Hth mile is a small lake, into whidlon the east side flows a 
laru-e streun. To the SCJllth of this lakt:', is a second one a mile and a half 
~on~rr alld a mile wi,le from .';\"t to ",o-'st; it falls into the former lake by a 
, '" 
,,,mall channel: it is bOUll'l"u Oll the west by hi~'h continuolls mountains. 
The land lwtwt'l'll the lake and the river Bdsiamits is not mountainous but 
yery roeky. At the :2:/[h miiL~ stone we lea,-e the ri\-dr, :lnd begin the ten 
mi].' porta~"; which is c~lll,",eJ prilleipally by a series of 8malllak~s, which 
dow into the Debl;tmits. Th,~ starting point from this portage is on the 
left b~Ulk of the latter. From tht'll('l' wt' prol;eed to Nards the south·west 
!'or fi,Te milt'S, and then to the north·west for fin~ more miles, where the 
pt)rt:tC!'e rea"he;:; the D,!biamit;:;. Along the portage the land is very rocky, 
but not mountainons. Some sandy soil is found near the thirty-second, 
thirty-third aud thirty-senuth mdl''', and on the thirty-ninth a small 
marsh. Through the \\'hole length of the p()rta~"" the forests have been 
deyasbted by l'nOnGOU!'l fires which h;l\-e destroyed all the serviceable 
wood; the uew g'l'O\\'th t"oll:-isting of pOjJlar, white birch, with some black 
spruce and l'ypr,~:,,~, from thl' 3~l1d to the ;; . .;.th mile. From the begiuning of 
the r)()rL\~t' the laud aSL'l.'llds g:rauually to the thirty-first mile, at that poiut 
the surht'e is lenl, aft<.'r which it bl,,'Ull1es "ery hilly presenting decli,-ities 
of 30° or 50" The bnd alon~ the thirtldh mil! is pc'rfectly leveL The por
tage follo\\'s th· lJlllks of s,'\-,m lak;'" of Iliff'rent siz~s, the largest not 
meal;uring morl' thall a mile; m:tIly olher small lake'S !'Iituated on either side 
of the expluratury line fluw inlo tIL,' Ltk ':" b.)!"u<.'rillg the portag~. 

From my exploratory lilll~ al')Il~' the po:·tage, I iook s.'veral bearings 
northwardly so as !oJ Yt'rify th· "()!lrSI~ of th' B 'bilmits, which I hat} 
been obliged to deyiate from at thl' :!~Ith mil,·, as alr-:,aly stated. 

The r;n~r, from the beginning to th' .'nd ofth,~ tt'n mile portag-e, follows 
a most irrL'p;ular nurse. For two mil,'s and a. ha:f, it tends towards the 
llorth-w('st. The whole of that di;:;talll'e is ~trewl'd with steep rapids which 
make nayigation impossibl,'. 0,1" fall i.; ~.j I>d hiu-h; from there the BeL
siamits m;1kes a cun'e and di\-,'rC',"'s to the \-yest till it meets the portage. 
'1'he distance betwL't'1l th"'se two points is about six miles in a direct line, 

'but the numerous windings of the ri\Ter at this place almost double the 
distant..:e. At about a mile before reachi:1 rr the l)ortarre the Betsiamits is 

'" 0' 
interrupted by a very narrow fall of about a. hundred feet. 
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At the fortieth mile we return to the ri \'~r which we follo\v as fM :.lS 

the forty-first mile; the rinr at this point is ten ch:-tins \\"id~. Along the 
route we hay I' just followed, the mountains are \'err w'al' to t!l' ri \',!r, and 
the country appears Yery barren. ,Ve fOllnd here a. \'ery Ltr~e bkl3 an 1 of 
great depth, it measures thirteen miles at its greatest length, bf~side8 

numerous ."yide bays which \\'(' \nre obliged to ~'O round allil l'xplore. The 
lake is called N atuakimi u by the Indians. ,\, l' lll:lll.! ~t skd.· h of all its 
contours both on the east and on the Wl:'st, so as to ani Ve at an t~xuct idea 
{If it;; configuration and of the nature of the timber UIl,1 soil. 

The chief exploratory line, that on which the mile posts are plant~d, 
follows the east bank of the lake; at th~ forty,third mile, it strik"s the 
narrow mouth of a nry deep and wide bay extending' northwlr,l-; ; th~ line 
crosses this mouth. 

Quittiug' the main line, \\'(' follow the Silluositil's of the b,y and return 
to the lake which we continue to follow a." far as the -18th mill~. At this 
point our conrse is iuterrupted by a second bay, not so long' a" the preceding 
one, but much wider p,tl'ticularly at the month; the exploratory line follows 
its whole countour a di~tallce of three miles. ,\'e ari\'e h,>re at the ;)lst 
mile and \\'t' fullow the. lake to about the mid lIe of the ;j.jth mile, at the 
point where the l~etsiamits flows into Lake Natuakimiu. From thence we 
continue the exploration along the we"t bank, following all the "ap'_~,; and 
bays; thu deepest and widest bay is oppo.,>ite the forl y-seventh mile post 
planted Oil the east bank of the lake. 

With the exception of the Hetsiamits, \,\,I'Y few large streams enter lake 
Nataukimiu; the most Yolumin(HlS is on the Wl'st b tIlk. Th"l'l~ ar~ hut two 
small islands in this lake, both situate (,n the west hank, the Jirst opposite 
the middle of the fifty-:w"ond mile, and the other ahout thn"~ mil~s and a 
half further north, both very clos,~ to the ba.nkq. Th; bo,·u,_'r:.; of ~ake Natna
kimiu are pretty, surrounded by mO:1ntains of middling heig-ht; th\l soil 
is bad, ..;andy and ro~ky. Th~ asp ~;t of th J nlllllrr rCl'1nd tll' hk'l is 
extremly dreary; it is an immen,e brule (bnrnt clearin~'), the new g-rowth 
on which is miserably poor; thn pr"'"dilillg' pro lnct" are cypr~ss, bh~k 
spruce, with some poplars and very small \\'hit,~ birch. T1Hf,' is no timber 
for an y useful purpose w hateve!'. 

From the point where it emptiesitselfinto lake Natuakimiu, a distance 
of ninl'te:m miles, the Betsiamits is interrupted by some rapid;::, of which, 
one "ery deep is opposite the (dth mile post· it is about an arp"nt in lenO'th , ,~ . 
and, to hyoid it, a short portage must be made by the south baIJk of the river_ 
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Afteer this we resume the course of the rh'er which we follow to the 
middle of the 69th mile; here the rapids begin again and contiuue for about 
" mile and a half. All this distance has to be portaged, and the river course 
is resumpd only at the 70th mile. This portage is OIl the north bank of the 
rIver. 

The bed of the D",tsiamits is occupied by :;everal small islands, some of 
which are comparati \'l'ly of 80m! extent. 

This region is yery hilly. high mountains surrounding the Betsiamits on 
:.\U sides, as well ;l:; its tribnLnie~. In some parls, the mountains are ,'erv 
u{'ar the river. The land is rocky and gra\'elly alm<1st everywhere, when 
it is 11:;t mountainous. It is perfectly b,ll'e of all usefnl timhpr, fire ha\'ing 
deva"tq>cd the wholt> COllntry. At this puint, nothing is to be found but 
small whitE' birch, poplars and bhv~k spruce, with a feW' cypress; on some 
parts of the Iseh-iamits and its streams, this new growth is very stuntt~d, 
and in every respe,:t this locality is so wretchedly bare as to be painful to 
.:'ontE'mplate. 

Before reach ing the 74th mile, the river suddenly widens and conti
nues to do so as far as the 78th mill'. There we discon're,l an immense 
sheet of watl'r, over which tlw astonished "'pectator has an uninterrupttld 
view as far as the "'Yl' can reach, ppnetrdting into vast cavities which 
appear of immeasll:'abJe depth. Its asp,'ct is that of an inland sea placed in 
these rl'~ions to affurd a well earned repose to the mind harassed by tile 
scenes of desolatio!1 it has witnessed ill the conntry just tra\Tersed. This i:-: 
the lake Pipmaukan so called by th' neighbouring' Indians 

The lake Pipmauk:m is of a n~ry ir]"'~Lllar form: th" north sh0r,' in 
particular presentill!.;' h~lys ('qual in depth to th~ lell~ph of the lakeit,,;,'lf; it~ 
~"I1('],;IJ shape, howe",'r, i>' that uf an arc: ot' a ('ir,~ll' \'er:> >,trungly develoiwd. 
The south shore, '>ll rhe contrary, pxhihits a ft'w ill(l,~ntations only, which 
cause no deviation from its perfectly eirc'uhr, ppearanet'. III its g-rt'atest 
length from the middle of the sL','enly 1;)'11 th mil.' to the h,)lt'liU of the bay 
most distant irOla its dischargl" the Iak,~ m"l,.;nre thirty miles; bul its 
breadth is much 1,,:;,-. not eXct't'dil1!.;' tl1fe,~ .nil,~s alll a. hdf ,t th,~ broadest 
part, not taking into ,V"_'OUllt the I,ay, or [)l'UIll')lltori,_'s wili,'.il ex:t,md far 
into the lake. 

It was only on the 27th of Mav that WI' could corr.mence the smyey 
oflake l'ipmaukan, as up to this date it was so cO\'ered with floating' ice 
that navigation was quite impossible, so that we h'ld to wait a fortnight 
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for this immense field of ice to clear away. During- our forced delay, all 

Indian assisted by other men completed a canoe which we found. necessary 
for our descent. The remainder of the party was employed in exploring the 
east side of lake Pipmaukan and a small portion of the Betsiamits from 
the point where it enters the lake as far as the 90th mile post, g'oilll:-!' north

east. 

This post marks the extreme limit of my operations ill this loeality; on 
it I engra ,oed the following inscription: RO. M. E. Casgrain. :27th :'ILly ISn. 
The great height of the waters obliged me to termmate the exploration 
here. The ri,-er rose 2-:1: feet yertieally and completely '·OY'·l'I·d our camping 
ground which we were obliged to quit. 

According to the Indian a("c~ollllt, the 90th mile post does not indicate 
more than half of the total length of the Betsiamits, the distanee to its 
sonrce being as great as that Wc' had traversed from the :-;t. Lawc>lIcl'; this 
would make the ri\-er two hundred and sixty miles long'. Ac·(·onliu!.!· to the 
~ame aC'c'ollllt, the ri\-er tab·s it" SCHnee from a number of lakes, some of 
which are of great extent. From this station we pron'"de,l th,~ S:tlIl:> day to 
the great inlet of the lake, on the ei!:;hty-ninth mi"'- ",hi"h W;t~ appointed 
as a renr/fZPOltS for all the men of the expedition. From theun~ we traversed 
the entry to the grand inlet to continue the scaling of lakePlpmaukan, 
following the north shore. 

At six miles and three-quarter.,; from our starting' point, 011 the north 
shore of the lake, Ileal' tit .. gTand inlet, we found a will,' ba~" hearing' north
ward, going round all its banks; its total It·ngth is abont fifteen miles, the 
width of its m'Juth ab.mt two, aud at tli,' he:1d ib breadth is under three
quarters of a mile. The total length of thiR bay, scaling all its shores anu 
comprising the depth of some small illuelltatioll", in o,-er thirty miles. In 
the abore bay We foun,l four s,:att"rell islands, th~ la r.~·<:,st measnrill~' t wen ty 
chains by twenty; it is situate 11':ar th ~ wl'"L"rn shore, from which it is 
distant about twelye chains. Th,'!'e is bllt onp Sill':!,'[" i~i tnl llt~ar the 
eastern b~mk, ten ,~hains i!l le11~th an1 brt'adth; 01 the ."un'> sh')I'.", three 
miles short of the head of the bay, is tIlt' IwginHing of a portage bearing' 
north-east; Oil the western shore, about half the depth of the bay, is au 
~normous rocky hill pr(jjecting into the bay, and being at least eight hun
dred feet high and about half a mile long. Heturning to the month of the 
bay on the western shore we direct our course towards the north-west, to 
continue the scaling of the Jake. Our naviO'atioll was here made t hrouO'h o n 
a large number of islands and bays of curved shapes eaeh more fantastical 
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than the other, sometimes w(~ crossed great sheets of water for miles, resem
blinO" rathpr bhs than ban;. and, after hln-ill~ followed these shores, we 

to> 

tind oursel \"E'S almost at th,\ point we started from. 

At le~lQth after a na,igation of sCTeral days thronQ'h an almost inextric
able lalwri;tth of i"lallds and h:1P', after ha\'iIlQ' gone in almost 8\ery 
imaginable din·dinll. we find onrst>l,-es opposite a bay more regular in shape 
than- the preceding 0110'''. but of much great,,1' ,'xh'nt. This bay is really but 
the cnntinnati"ll of hk,' Pipmank:m. at its south-w,~st.'rn extf"mity; its 
direction is south,t'a;;t, it:- width at the mouth is oyer two miles, but three 
miles further it narrows snddenly to half a mile; its total length in a 
direct line may lw taken at s,~yen miles; on its eastern shore, about a mile 
and a half {'rom the heal!, is a cape of rock, four hundred feet high, and 
about fifty chains long, ,,-e ,'O:l:-ted aloll~ all the shores of this bay; we 
then direded our cOlH"\' llorthwal'lb, and s,'a\f'd the Bonth shore of the lake 
to its di'~"h:H~'t' into th,· riwr Betsiamits 011 the s ~\-enty-fourth mile. 

Lab, Pipmankan i,; :-;1 udd,'d with a large number of islands mostly on 
t Iw Wl'"t I'id(\; till' r are ~'t'nel all y not Y,~ry extensi \-1'. Over sixty water 
courses pmpty Ih"tll-,·l\",,, illto the lake or into its blY,,,, .ll1 the measure
ments of lab, Pipmankall. of its lHys and islands, were m,lde with a 
micrometer \"ith gTeat sW""I'S. The totallli"Lt 11l'2 tr:n-elledo,er, around th,~ 
lake, without r,',·J.;.·'llinC!,' the lin~ of mill' po:;t, on the eastern shore, \\:1S 

one hundr,'d and :-ixty milt'f', whi"h add:,d t,) the h'n~th of the exploration 
of the westel'll "hoip of lake Xatuakirnin, wili,'h is thirty·fonr miles, and to 
that of S,'\','ral other littl .. 1:I];:.'s, amonnts to two hundrd and forty-four 
miles, Throng-h tl1>' \Yh,,j,, ,'"nl'l',' of my .·xploration, at the most rt'markahle 
poiuts, I haye bb'JI nnm,'I")lts as/rnnorni';al oh",'n-ltiolts, and determined 
the nniatioll of th" nIT/Ut' :lIld til> latitnll" of the pl:t3t~, 

TIlt' lake Pipmaukan i" ,'ery ue")l ,tntI n;l\'i~"hlt' 'll! o\-er; it" ban;;'" 
!'!"'llPraJly bOllnded by mOl1utains 0[' mid,llillg' h~ight. It.; "nil is plIor, rll'ky 
or sandy, Thl'r,~ is no timlll~r [or l'Ollllll,>r,.jal puft))..;':!". aId 011 aa sides it 
is snrround 1-'<1 Ix)' i IUltWllS J brult'·..; t:l)\-"l',',l wit h \y hi t,~ bireh, poplar aud 
"Pl'U,'p, ,,-ith ,,·)tnt' .. ypr,'"'' 1)[' pOOl' appe:lI':lIll'" All the lake~ and riYers \",~ 

haye yi:sited art' ahn'ld:tlttl~' "ltpplJl~,l with fi,;h of all kin is. Th,~ m("l 

common an' tllP pikt', tonladi, \\'hit<~ fish, 1]'I)(lt anJ a kind of e~l \"ery br~e 
and differill!.!' from tIlt' q1\t'U'~ ll'all~~'njtl\' h~- it'i t:l'it, whidl is m0re lik.'~ that 
of codfish Th.· salm'lll <1"-,, nut a-;'~"llCl tIll' ri,-er Bd"iamits beyond the 
fall, forty milt'S aho\',' th,> ~t. La n"n'~,', whil'h W:lS 0111' "t:trtin~ point. On 
the other hand ~':1tn'! i" \\rantill~ altoC!,',·tlvr, WIth tho> exception of a fe,,', 
beayl::'l', the brL'eclin~: animab ha\re quit .. nbandoll,)d this ro>gioll, to plunge' 
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more d8('ply into the colder countries of the north; the carihou, for instance, 
is of the past. The Indian ranging th'~ fOfl'sts no lon~'l>r t'.xpp!'is to meet 
the larger animala nearer th:m two hundred and sixty or thl'er~ hundred 
miles from the St. Lawrence. 

Excepting the first part of the exploration, \Y hich is well stnl ked with 
f,:eryict'able timber, all this immense country is a desert ill p\"pry sense, 
rigorous dimate, barren land and mountains, without timher. 

The starting point of be second exploration is oil the di;; .. har~·8 of th ~ 

lake it l'Eau Morte, at the point where it joins the lake des 11es. This lakl! 
deri,es its name from the stillness of its waters; it generally ,'mptie;; itself 
into the riYer aux Outardes, but in the spring and autumn, wlwll the water;; 
ar(' yery high, the eastern outlet is not sufficient, and a part of its waters 
flow westward and fall into the Papinachois lake. The outlet of lake a I' Eau 
Morte is "erry narro'vY, it bc>ing a sm:111 stream not more th·tn fi \',' fed \Y ide, 
and the bed being wry rorky throughout its whole length. The lake des 
Iles enters the lab· dn Bntl€-. Its discharge flows at first on a ~";IL~ral north
westerly course; it then makes a long b:~nd towards the north''':I;;t, and 
finally towards the south-east, to pass into the lake dll BrI·t!l~. Th,~ groulld 
we han just gone oyer contains nothing worthy of notil:'>; it is nothing 
but a long seril's of hills and mountains llt>nuded of all "a] nthl.> ti mh,~r. 

The lake du Brule, called Kanittagama.k by the Indians, i;; of moderate 
extent, measuring about a mile and three qU'lfters in l(>n~:th, by half a mil'3 
in width; its general direction is south westerly. The discharge of lake du 
Brule is, properly speaking, a long series of rapids s('par:ltt~(l hy t-;mall lake ;' 
it has a very sluggish current. 

The whole of the tract we ha"L~ just explored is a succession of hills 
and mountains; it is very desolate ill every way, being completely de\"oid of 
useful timber, the whole forest haying been cOllsumeJ. by fire. Th,> new 
vegetation consists of white birch about three illches ill diamet~r and of 
miserable black spruce. 

Leaying the rivpr oflakedu Brule at the point when> it joins the Lonp
Marin, we continued our sun'ey, following' the latter till it meets the ri\'t'r 
aux Ontardes. The Loup·Marin is a more considerahle rin'r than the lake 
du Brule, both us regards its breadth and its depth; it has a mean breadth 
of forty feet. Before meeting the ri'-er last snr"eyed, the river du Loup
Marin issues from the lake of the same name. and for which it sen'es as a 
discharge, running north·,,'est, then after receiving the waters of its tribu-



592 

tary, it proceeds towards the north-east, for a distance of eighteen chains, 
then it inclines to\vards the south and south-east till it meets the river aux 
Outardes. The regularity and tr::mquillity of its course are but little inter
rupted, only one small rapid occurring near the mouth of the river oflake du 
Brille, and a fall of thirty feet, about two miles and a quarter further 

dowll. 

The land wah'red by the Loup-Marin is the natural continuation of 
that we have just left; the absence of goou timber and the poor vegetation 
,,.,jng the same. HO\,ITeH:,r. on arriying at its mouth, we found some level 
lands cowred with some ''1'1'11 grown but small poplars. 

t III the north point of the ang']e formed by the junction of the riYer du 
Loup-Marin, with that of thl:' Outardes, we planted a post marked" l. 
.Tuillet 1:::\73. E. l'as~Taill, A. P." This post marks the length of the suryey 
from lake des fIe:.; to the month of the riwr Loup-Marin, which is twenty
eig-ht miles long. From that post, we descended the ri,-er a~lX Outardes a 
distance of t went y. fi I'" miles, taking as usual in our progress all the neees
':try obseryations to dil.:tingni:.;h the locality. 

The rin·]" aux (lnt:\l'lle" tak,'1.: a general south-\\,I:'"t course, though this 
(lir.,(·tioll is far from })i-'ill~' regular. At our point of departure on the river 
aux Outardes, iti> bJ'eadth il.: ele,-en chains; a mile further, it wid!'ns to 
pighteen chains; at the end of anuther mile it is fifteen chains ",vide and 
th"re recein' the waters of a stream coming from the "a~t. Nine streams 
and two riYer" join their wllters to thosl' of the riYer aux Oulard!'s, over 
th.' 8puce we haye traYelled. Some flow from the west, but the greater 
n umber from the ,:~n;t. Further, We obseryed seYell islands of different 
dimensions. The larl:;·\'l.:t about a mile long by six chains wide :;ituate near 
the SI""'nth mile. The next is on the sixteenth mile and is only ten chains 
by fiw; on the twentieth mile is a Yl'ry small one, on the twenty-first mile, 
:1 fourth island two l'hain~ by four, on the twenty-second, a fifth island 
larger than the preceding' 011e, on the hyenty-third, a sixth, ten chains by 
eight, and a sennth of hWllt~· chains by eight. Two falls occur on thi;; 
part of the) iYer aux Outardes, the first at the commencement of the twenty
third mile; it is about ten feet high; and the 8econd, at the point where we 
dosed our operations. 

The soil Oil this part of the ri'-er aux Outardes is of yery middling 
<J.uality; whereyer there are no mountains it is rocky and sandy; however, 
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a small tract of clayey mould is found near the middle of the twenty third 

mile. 

Marketable timber is as scarce as on the other rivers, and there is the 
same YeO'etation of white birch, spruce and poplar of small growth. 

/:> 

(E. CIIsgmill, 8th Sept., 1873.) 

RIVERS OUTARDES, BETSLBIITS AND PERIDO~KA 

In obedience to instructions, dated the ~7th July 1876, for the sun'ey 
of the riYers aux Outardes, Betsiamits, Peribonka, &c., flowing- from the 
north into the Lower St. Lawrence, I beg to report as follows: 

I left Bersimis with my own immediate P,ll'ty on the 4th S,~pb~mbel', 
entered the Outardes, and ani \"'ll at the mouth of the ri I'er au Loup-Marin, 
at the point where I commenced operations, ou the 11th. 

This river is from 7 to 1::; chains wide, with all aYerage depth of about 
8 feet. The bed of the ri vel' is a coarse sand, and the strong curr,mt causes 
numerous shoals to form, which are constantly changing; th,~ir position. 
There are several falls and rapid-, vvhiGh of COUl'S' , im'ol\'e portages. The 
bed of the river is lJh~yatt'd considerably abol'e that of the JIaniGouagan, 
although distant from it but a yery few miles, aud the mountains are not 
as hig-h, rocky and precillitous as they are on that river. The banks are 
sandy and not generally hig-h; land fit for settlement may be found along 
the whole river, for a ll1~Lllll'0 of two hundred miles, in trads yarying in 
area from 50 to 5,1100 acres, and in the a~·!S·)'(;:.!,·aL" upwards of 70,000 acres 
might be made anilable. 

The climate on the lower part of the ri \'er is not severe, and frost does 
not set in early. As a proof. lYe trayelled in canoes until the '!ih of 
November; although it is true that, on two occasions, we found the rivers 
barred by ice for an extent of about half a mile; but we were then in lat
itude ;)1 0 26', -and at an elevation abo,'e the sea ot' 1,100 feet. As we ascend 
the river from the coast, the growth of timber is fir, spruce, bouleau, aspen 
and cypress At the distance of :21)1) miles, the quantity of bouleau and 
aspen diminishes very much, and a few miles further they entirely disappear, 
and we find only small spruce, tamarac and cypress, and at the head ofthe 
river and height of land, only small stunted black spruce is found. 

38 
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At 200 miles from the mouth of the river au-Loup-Marin, at a place 
named Tee-wa-te-lui (the confluence of riYNs), where a large branch comes 
in from the 'vest, we were stopped by the ice on the 4th November; we, 
therefore. abaudoned the canoes and prepared for winter travel. "\Ve here 
made snow-ohm's and sleighs. ha\-ing' to go back from the ri\-er two days, 
march to find bonleau suitable for the purpose. When all our preparations 
were completed we commenced our scaling on the ice, measurements being 
made with the chain (all previous work haying been done with the Rochon 
micrometer), and, at the distanl'l~ of 19 miles, we fell upon the large lake 
Pletipi (which we aftenvards scaled). We now ascended the inlet, and at 
the distance of -12 miles, the rinr divided, the main branch comillg from 
the west, which ",e left for the present, and followed the other branch 
leading northeasterly to the height of land, and, at the distance of about 
six miles, reached the head of this branch From this point the height of 
land is distant northerly only four miles, and, in tranrsing this distance, 
we intersect the river Moosh-a-u-la-gan, which is here a considerable stream 
about 40 feet ,vide, skirting the height of land and leading into a lake 12 
or 15 miles to the west. This ri vel' is the west branch of the ri \'1.'1' Mani
couagan, and heads in close proximity to the west or main branch of the 
Outardes, and the head of the Peribonka. 

The Otish mountains, which form the height of land, are here bare, 
rocky and desolate; we ascended them and found the height to be I,SOO 
feet above the pass, and :3.70(\ 1'e,·t above the sea,. ",Va were disappointed 
in having a view from the top, as we were in the clouds. At their base to 
the north is a small lake, the head of one of the branch,~s of Rupert's rin~r 
and at about 30 miles is the Hudson Bay post Xitsequan, on Rupert's ri,-er. 
This post is supplied from Hudf;on Bay and is Ji't'q uented by about thirty 
families of Nascapee Indians. We now rdnrned from the height of land 
to the forks and ascended the W"f;t branch to its source, an,1 thence, in all 
almost southerly direction, crossed to another branch flowing into lake 
Pletipi. In making this crossing we illt,>rsecied se\Teral small streams alld 
lakes, tributaries of the ri"er Peribonka, and arrived at lake l'awashagamits 
(or, Clear vVater). This lake has two outlets, one flowing west into the 
Peribonka, and the other southerly into the great lake Pletipi; this last we 
scaled down to over 1:')0 miles, 'Ve then went down to Teewatelui and 
ascended a tributary, coming from the south, called Owl rin'r, which heads 
in a small lake ; this lake, also, has two outlets, the other being the river 
Mal1aouanis flowing southwesterly to a lake of the same name, which is 
about I.) miles in length, and is the head of the river Betsiamits. About 
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six miles to the west of lake Manaouanil':, lies lake '}Ianouan, said to be 
much larger than lake Pletipi, and the head of ilw river :\LmOl1all. 

The country is frequented solely by Indian.", the Montagnais from the 
coast, and a few Nascapees, from Nitsequan; in the hunting season they are 
occupied in trapping fur-bearing animals, i, f, bea "I~r, otter fox (black, IX hite, 
red, silver and cross), marten, mink and muskrat; they rely for foorl npon 
fish, hares and partridges, but principally npon caribou, and when game is 
scarce, they are put to great straits and often stalTe. Four years ago no 
hares were to be found in the woods, and several families (comprising' 4~ 
souls) banded together for the pursuit of caribou, but failing to find them, 
all died of starvation. 

On arriYing at the head of lake Manoauanis, I found that I had (Olll

pleted the scaling of 600 miles, to which I wa~ limited in my instructions, 
and although told therein to scale abo the Bersimis down to lake Perimakan 
and the Peribonka, it being supposed that these three rivers would not 
exceed 600 miles, I hesitated to do so without preyiously ha\'ing yOtH' 
sanction. 

(J. Rignell, 18th Augnst, IH77.) 

RIVERS BL.~:\CIlE AND ('OL( )",I];tER 

RIVER BLAN( 'HE.-On the ~wl April, I JJl'~'all the scaling of the ri,-er 
Blanche. As on the river Laval, I planted a post at the starting point. The 
work did not proceed as rapidly a'3 I could have wished, because the river 
was very much obstructed, It was so much obstructed with bran('h!.~.", that 
I was compelled to have it cleared along its whole length. 

This riYer, also yery irregular, flows oyer a less mountainous country 
than the river Laval; no mount':lins are met with piled one upon the other; 
the country is only rolling. The stream is bordered by rich forests of spruce 
and red, yellow and white pi!le of good quality, and tIl<' soil is a grey or 
yellow clay. 

Although this river is yery narrow, it must carry a pretty large volume 
of water, as it ads as the discharge of lakes with a depth of as much as 18 
fathoms. At four or five miles from the coast, there are a number of small 
falls, \\'hich would be advantageous for milling purposes. 



RIYER COLG:\[DIER. - I explored for the best portage from the l'lver 
Colom bi~r to the riwr Eetsiami ts. Ey c haillillg, I ascertained that the 
distance behyeell the source of the ColombieI' and Pine island, of the river 
Edsiamits, is :?k milt,C'. The tract betvyeell these b.vo riYers, opposite the 
head of the ColombieI', is wry mountainous. Still, by following the valleys 
,md l'ayin€s, an lea::;)' ullmnunication can l)t' found lwt'.':ct'll the two riyer:,;. 

On t h~ 1-1 t h _'\ pril, I resumed the scaling of the ri \','1' Colombier, 
ha,-iug', as upon the ulhl'n" planted a marked post at the starting point. 
This JiYer is IlOt leo-s capricions in ib "OlUSI~ than t11,_' other two; neverthe
ItS:';, it Hows through a !.!·"llt'rally level region, but the soil is poor in 
tilllber-~lt'y ,-pIllet' ,\llll bouleau beiu~ about the only kiucls met with, 
leXCI.:'pt to\yards the ll,'ad of the ri,'er, where th'r,J are some pine and 
Lim,l!'n" On the 8th mile of the l'irer, tlwrc is a fall :20 feet high. 

(1'.-E. Lal'ergne, 1uth July, l~i:j.) 

I len Dt't::;iallJits U11 the 10th S'_'pt'_'m]Jt'), kllowin!,!; and, entering the 
I'i \'l'l' anx: On(,Il'll!'s, pl)rt;,~'ed aCi'O,~,'j lu the ri \":.'1' :JLtnieou'I~"lll abore the 
las. Th" wl:'ath,'r L),.:'ill~· llllfavOl'alJlle, I \y,t~ unalJle to take an obselTatioll 
I hen', alld <11'1 or:lill:;'lv prof'~c'dl·d lip tlw rin~l' to th,~ Yurk::, bl'in~' the ,'Ull' 

1iW.:'lll't' or the ri ':t')' T()lJlllll~tuuk •• )' E1IJo\\' ri\'t'l' from till! east with the 
::\I: l!J i I'l' n:1 ~'a 11. 

TIli' I onlltr), frulJl thl' falls ni' (I) j Ite fork" is rOl1!:;'h and hilly, ,l1H1 ill 
,,( ,[111' plac~s lilOHU taillon::; ; tlH~ soil, \\' h,')'e I'II~ "'il ted aboye the fre::;hets, is dry 
:"aud. onrlyi;.g· a bell (tf'cLly, and the g'l'Ij",ytll is iir, boule au anJ spruce, "'ith 
cCl'ftsional pine. Tlw banks uf the l'iYer ill lllauy place:,; fur C:Ollll' distance 
IIp ,tn' bold au;) lUI I~y, ri"ill~' perpendicularly to a llt'lg'ht \'a)'ying' from three 
hundred to Ii n h nut! red r.>"t, aud, iu other Pl:lt'l'~' these hill~ lie lJa..J~ from 
till' ri"er fiitl'en or tWI'l1ty chain:>, lettYinga strip oi'ridl allm'iul soil between 
their baSI' and the riYer. 

'Whilst at the fOlks, I a::il'('rtaiued that the TUII(llll:;(uok or east branch 
i1; cuwparatively short, headillg up in the neighborhood of lake Ishimani
I uU;lg',m; I therefor~ thonght it ad visable to follow up the west or main 
branch leading' to the height of land, the position of whil'll it is desirable 
to ascertain, as it is much further than generally represented, 
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As we ascend, the valley of tlw river becomes wider, the mountains 
set further back and give a greater breadth to the lenl space between their 
baf'e and the ri\'er. varying from twenty chains to upwards of a milt'; much 
of it is alluvium, but, where the banks are too high to he' C'n,','recl hy 1 he 
freshets, the soil is a light sand conred with a layrr of ,'p~ly!able mould. 
The growth is fir, spruce, bouleau <md a8pen',_'Yith now :11111 tlWIl a pine. 

At the distance of 119 miles from the 10\\"1'1' je))"];:" or (Tootnustook) are 
the upper forks heing the confluence of the l'i,'er l\Ion~h:lUbg':1ll (from 
the west) with the .J\Ianicouagan. 

About twen ty miles from these forks, on hot h of th""., ri \'1'1''', begi n s 
a lake, that on the west branch being named Mooshaulag':1n ~ecl th:l! on 
the east Ishimanicouagan, both being of about the same exten t, from -!. to 
50 miles. 

It 'was my intention to scale hoth of these lakes, goin!},' up one of tllt'm 
and crossing from its he:1d to the he:)(l of the other. and thence down to 
the fork8, hut as the season was late I was apprehen:-;i.e that the ice might 
form at the outlet and cause great inconyenience. I thereforl> f;C'ftled up to the 
outlet of Ishimanicouagan on the east brandl and returned to the forks 
and thence scaled up to the head of Mooshaulagan, intending to cross from 
the head of the latter lake to the head of the former, but fonnd on tny arri.al 
there that all the small lakes and riYI'rs were frozen on'!". I therefore 
returned down lake Mooshauhgan and portag'.'d from Iwluw th~ outlet 
across to Manicoungan, proceeded to the h":1(l of th,> lak,' and t here aban
doned the canoes; we there and then made "lei~.!"hs and ,molY 8hOt':-. hoping 
to begin the ascent of the inlet on the ice in the cours,' of a f~\v days, hut 
were disappoin ted; a hellsy freshet ,,'as then su bsiclillQ' \Y hi<'h pr,'ven jed 
the ice from holding, and the ice driying down the rinr ]1n'wnted the 
ascent of canoes; this riYer, at the j)est, is seldom ascPIHled in cnnoes, on 
acconnt of the numerous rapids. 

From the lower forks upwards, along- the ri,'er, there are about seyenty 
thousand llcres of good land suitable for raising grain or root crops, and 
frost dl)es not set in early. About the two great lak,s mentioned the soil is 
!'andy and the growth is fir, spruce, bouleau, a<;pen, cypre,,;;; aud tamarac, 
but, beyond the lakes, spruce of an inferior quality predominates, and where 
we turned back in latitude ;'j:20 1:2', the only growth is sm'lll black spruce 
and tamarac. 

Finding our cache in good order at the lower end of the lake, we 
cut out a portage towards the Tootnustook over a hilly country and through 
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a mixed oTo",(h of fir, spruce, bouleau and aspen, and struck the head 
'" waters of that rinr in a smalllah. at the dil'tance of elen>nmiles from lake 

Ishimanicouagall. ,Ye followed this ri,"er down for about seventy miles 
passing through a number of lakes Yarying in extent from one to nine miles; 
the country throngh ",hil'h it flows is monntainous and sometimes rocky; 
the soil on the low lands l1~ar the ri \"er is good, and the same growth of 
timber prenlils, yiz: fir, spruce, boul":ll1 and ;I"p"l1. We then left the rilTer, 
a"""'Ij(liJI~' a small stream coming in from the east, and at the distance of 
about nine miles struc'k the head"at.,l's of the Pentecost in a growth of 
spruce and tamarac; the stream Jlo,,'s hence tranquilly for about nine 
miles passing throu~'h s,> ,",,'1' a 1 small lakes, and then begins rapidly to 
dl':-;""lld, falling, in the distance of fifteen miles, as many hundred feet, being 
o,,·:tsionally broken by falls and rapids. 

The conntry along the Pentecf.s( is rough and mountainous; good land 
is found along the ri\-eJ, and the growth of timber is better than along the 
Manieon,)g::tll ; con~i<l"r8ble spruce (some of it of a very fine quality) and 
tamarac are found along its entire length, a distance of eighty miles, and, on 
al'pro;u:llillg the "O:1:-;t, a little pine may be found. 

On reaching' the mouth of the Pentpcost, we proceeded up to the river 
Trinity which we sl'aled from the :Douth up to the source, then crossed 
oyer to the riYer nodbout, ,yhich \ye also scaled from lake Pesetone, at the 
h".1I1, down to the mouth; the same description as already given will apply 
to both of these rin'I';;;, yiz: mountainous country, good land near the river, 
the same unyarying grovdh of fir, spruce, bonleau and aspen, with occa" 
siollaJly cypress and tamarac, and some pine on nearing the coast, there 
beill~" how eyer a Ii ttle more pine on the Trinity than Oll the other ri \·ers, 
and on the Gorlbout IH'ar the "oast may be found some cedar. which is not 
found elsewhere. 

Along these four ri ,-ers may be found altogether about (150,000) one 
hundred and fifty thousand acres of good land, from which hay and root 
and grain crops may be r.Jised. 

In trayelling up the coast, I was much surprised to find that so few 
people were settled, considering the great adyanta~'ps there offered them, 
and can only account for it by supposing the place to be unknown. Although 
the soil is sandy, light and easily exhausted, it may by readily enriched 
flOlll the sea, and the produce of the fisheries before their doors would 
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.always be an easy and unfailing source of profit to them. I have no doubt 
that, if a colonization road were opened up there, in a short time a number 
of ft.ourishing parishes ,yould be erected. 

(John Eigllffl, 12th Septemlwl', 1873.) 

RIVER lIIOI:-;W. 

I scaled the riyer Moisic on the east side, starting from the point A 
on the plan to the brook near Spring-Portage, where I planted a duly 
inscribed post, and I levelled the river from the same starting point to 
point B, where I found the surface of the water fi \-e feet higher than its 
ordinary stage. The water was so hiC!h that I was unable of myself to 
ascertain where the influence of the tide ceased to be f~lt. I had to refer 
for information on the subject to the Indians accompanying me. According 
to their story, the tide dri,-es back the current of the river when it is low 
and makes itself felt as far as point O. , 

The width of the ri,-er is from 10 to:20 chains. The banks are sandy 
and generally high. The timber consists of fir, white spruce, white birch 
and aspen. Along the first 12 miles, the wood has been all cut off. leaving 
nothing but firs and small white birch. The bush is so thick that not
withstanding the work of the wood-cutter, labor was performed yery slowlV; 
moreover, the rains were very frequent. 

(E. Cllsgraill, 10th August, 1882.) 

RIVERS STE. MARGUERITE, A LA TRUITE AND MANITOU. 

RIVER STE. MARGUERITE. - The river Ste. Marguerite is nadgable for 
schooners and barges up to the first rapid. A tributary falling in near the 
mouth of this river affords a good water-power, which will facilitate the 
manufacture of lumber. The banks of the river Ste. Marguerite and its 
tributaries are well covered with merchantable timber, such as white spruce 
of good quality and in large quantities, of thirty to forty inches diameter at 
the stump. This heavy growth of timber continues from the mouth of the 
river up to the Grand Portage, a distance of fifty-two miles, except a 
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space of nine miles hy one and ahalf in depth, between the riYer au Canard 
and the river Ochogan, which has been ravaged by fire. 

The soil throughout nearly the whole of these fifty-t\yo miles consists 
of clay covered by a thick layer of sand. The mountains, in different places, 
are quite close to the river, and in others recede to a distance of twenty 
arpents. 

The depOPits of iron ore begin at the river au Fer and cease at the river 
Ochogan, a distance of eig-hteen miles. 

Between the first rapid and the Grand Portage, there are twenty-five 
salmon-pools, which are indicated on the map. 

Along the Grand Portage the timber consists of hard and soft woods 
mixed, of medium size. The soil is sandy and rocky. 

Besides salmon, the river Ste. Marguerite contains grey trout, pike, 
shad, '\" hite-fish, carp, capelin, &c. 

From the river au Gougeon to th'3 river a Gamache, a distance of 
twenty-one miles, the mountains are generally steep and the timber of 
small and middling size. 

Beds of magnptic sand are found at different places along the whole 
course of the riYer Ste. Marguerite. 

From the river a Gamaehe to the riYer Kamalatshinekikatest, a distance 
of twenty-four milt,s, the mountains disappear, heaps of sand are seen in all 
directions and plateaus of twenty to thirty arpents in extent at different 
places, well timbered with hard and soft woods. including considerable 
quantities of merchantable white spruce of good growth. The sides of the 
mountains in the distance were swept by fire about fifteen yeare ago 

From the river de la Montagne Blanche to the forks, a distance of 
thirty-three miles, the grea~er part of the forest has been destroyed by fire. 
Some isolated spots bpar trees of lar~'e size, of both hard and soft yarieties ; 
in others the growth appears to be that of fifteen or 1'wentv years. 

The last lake on the river Ste. Marguerite is surrounded by high monn
tains, containing iron ore. 

At the forks, near the height of land, the climate is favorable to 
agricul ture. 
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RIVER A LA TRUITE.-The timber on this riYer, from the mouth up to 
lake it la Truite, ,,,as in great part destroyed by fire some four or fi \Te years 
ago. 

The:land along the principal stream is well coyered with merchantablt' 
timbt\r. such as white Epruce, and is suitable for cultivation on both sidl"~ 
for about a mile. Elsewhere the timber is of middling and small size. 

Iron ore is to be found on the north-west and south-past sides of the 
lake it la Trnite, as indicated on the map. 

Salmon do not pass aboye the falls at the mouth of this river. 

RIVER MANITou.-The Manitou is a river on which timber may ])1' 

manufactured to great adnntag·2. With the exception of about two-thirds 
of the land north-east of lake Manitou, which bas been ravaged by fire, 
there is a tract of fifty miles in length by fom or five, more or less, ill 
breadth, well timbered with white spruce, from thirty to forty illrhes in 
diameter at the stump, around the lakes and tributaries and along the 
Manitou itself. 

This riYer flows through lands of a sandy nature, fit for I'ultinltioll, 
extending from fifteen to twenty arpents on each sidt', espet:ially between 

the lakes Asec and Manitou. The land surrounding these lakes is moun
tainous and rocky, and unfit for cultiYatioll. 

The salmon-pools are indic::ttt'd on the map. Trout ofthe finest quality, 
twenty-fiYe to thirty inches in length, abound in hke ~L1:litf)u and in the 
river between the two lakes. 

The riY<..'r is nayigable at high tide for schooners and bateaux up to 
the first rapid, where there is a good mill-site, which should be of great 
advantage in lumbering operations. 

CONCLUSION.-As the manufacture of inn seems likely to be in future 
of great importance to Canada, I beg to direct th,.· attention of the Govern
ment to the foregoing remarks. On the rin·rs \"hi"h I ha,-e surveyed, 
especially the river Ste. Marguerite, there are fille deposits of pure iron ore, 
and, as there is an abundant supply of wood in the neigborhood, the work
ing of these depor,;its and the manufacture of iron ought to be a profitable 
undertaking, seeing that iron made with wood charcoal is of a much better 
quality and commands a higher price than that made wi tIl coal. The com
paratively small quantity of fuel required in the ne\y methods of manufac
ture and the fact that for the production of gas to be emploved as fuel, turf 
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and other cheap materials can be u';l'cl with equal advantage, are fUrther 
considerations which should not fail to rp<:t'i,'l' the attention of those inte
rested in deyeloping the resoU!',','s of the country, Thanks to the advan
tages of the new methods of manufaeture. these deposits of iron ore may 
become sources of national wealth, \yhile, by the use of the ordinary methods, 
it would be hardly possible, at the present price of iron and the cost of 
manual labor, to compete with the pr,) Iuds of inferior ores worked in the 
viciuity of coal mines, 

(Gedeon Gagnon, 1837.) 

I have cnlJlpl<'!"<1 the ~\lr\'ey of certain parts of the rivers 8t John, 
Mingan, Natashquan and Esguimaux, and submit the following report;-

The riYer St. John flows through the Laurentides mountains and falls 
into the Gulf of St. Lawrence ahont se,'enty miles below the river Moisie. 
It is navigable hy canol's for a distance of thirty miles, at the end of whieh 
navigation is interrupted by a high f,tIl. The shores, for about three miles 
from its mouth, are clayey cliffs, <'oHred by a layer of sand mixed with 
black earth, suitable for the growth of potatoes and oats. Mr. Sirois and a 
few other settler,.; h<1\'e .~·a Ilwre<1 a fair crop thi~ year. The thickness of this 
layer of earth Yaril's from ten to fifty feet. From this up to the fifteenth 
mile, the banks aI'<' of the same ('l1a1'a<'l,',., but the earth overlying the clay 
is not quite so !l'noll The woo,l:-; which I remarked were white spruce, 
balsam, white hirch. alder and willow. The diameter of the trees varies 
from three to eidlt inch,-·:,:. In all the re;;t of thl' di"tance over which I 
explored tIlt' riYel', the banks ~l1'<' composed of ~l anite hills from one hUll

dred to nine hundred feet in ht'ight. 

The climate is guite salnbriou:;" but til<' summer is short. This snmmer 
the temperature ,yas milder t han usual. "''"ith the exception of the 29th, 
30th and SIst of .T uly, w hid) were a little colder, the season was, so to speak, 
hotter than in our latitud,·. There was not so much fog as usual during 
the months of A l1!l'ust and S<-'ptember The summer was generally very 
dry. The 21st, 22nd and 23rd were remarkable for a strong' easterly wind 
with rain. During the tempest, several fishing boats, which were out on 
the St. John banks, were driven on shore and '~recked but without loss of , 
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life. Others were carried, with more or les~ thmage, as far a'l ~Ia!:!"pie 
harbor. The take of codfish this year has )wc'n \'(·ry fair. :-Ir. Sirois hao;; 
got about a thousand quintals for his share, and the Robins four thousand. 

,rith regard to agriculture, I remarked tInt th,· fisherm,'ll might, 
,,-ithout losing any of the fishing Sl'ason, culti\-at,· \-e~"u\blps sUl'h as pota
toes, ,a))!Jag!', &c., whi"h succeed \yell. It would be an excellent thing for 
the:'"!" people, who during tllt' winter han' snll"'('l~; any provisions but fish, 
for which they pay three dollars a barrel. Unfortull:d<'ly, as I \Va" told by 
one of the fishermen, who was well informed upon tll<' snbj,=,,·t, th,,)- are 
devoted to fishing and think they would incur gT"~lt loss by spending an 
hour in the cu1ti,,~tion of the soil. The authorities would render these 
people an immense service by proyiding them next spring: \yith potatoes 
and Y"gle'ta bles for planting, and obliging them to attend to their cuI ti vation. 

Although I was not specially instructed to procure information res
pecting the fishin~' to be done in these ri \-ers, I shall take t h,· liberty of 
recording the obseryutions I madr during th(~ exploratioll. 

The information which I rec"ind from different parti es respedill!..!· the 
value of this river in regard to salmon fishing wa,; not always to the same 
effect_ But I haye reason to believe, from what I saw, and from the opinion 
of a man \yho accompanied me, who understand:-: such mattprs, that t.his 
river is much frequented by salmon. The pools are marked on tIll" map 
submitted by me to the department. There is no oli"tache to prevent sal mon 
from entering this river. I was not, howle'\-er, aliI,· to ,·."tablish their pre
sence myself, as tIll' season was too far adY<lllc('cl; they had all gone above 
the falls. Some ang'lt'rs, who have leased the ri~ht of rod·Ji,;hing' at the 
falls, have takt-}l as many as twent~--s,·\'pn salmoll in two day.~. This is 
sufficient to indicate that the fish must ha\'" been plentiful. 

Although it. is usual else\vhere to lease a river by pools, I do not recom
mend this method, because the expenses ill\'ol ved in this fishery are too 
great. It would be better t.o lease the 'whole ri\'er to oue person or TO a 
company. I did not hear anyone say that this ri Hr is poachccl, as is the 
case in many other places. Chambers, the gualdiall at the falls, maintains 
a good watch. 

The river Mingan, like the riwr St. .T ohn, iran-rsi'S the Laurentides 
from N. E. to S. W., and falls into the St. Lawrellc·p. It is navigable for 
light canoes up to the foot of the Grand Rapid, a distance of about nine 
miles. It is impossible to go further, the navigation being- interrupted by 
impassable rapids. The shores. from the mouth of the riYer to the foot of 
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thE' first rapid, about fi \-e miles, are form",d, as on the St. :; ohu, of steep 
banks of clay, ('oyered hy a layer of sand mixed ,,-jih hlack earth. The 
thickness of thi:-: layer is from ten to twenty-fiye feet. I remarked that the 
c:haracter of the clay is the sallw as that on the St. John. It also app~ars 

in the same form at Katashquan. 

The timber, grow·jng 11<'ar this part of the rirer, is ('()il1posed of balsam, 

:-:prure and white ],irch. from thrl'c to :-:eY"ll inches in diameipr. From the 
first fall up to the tenth mi!P. where my sun"y euded, the hanks are formed 
(,f grallite rorks. Here and there al'C' ['('en the bb..},I·lWd trunks of trees, 

hU1'Ilt in a fire ",].:i .. h 0(Tl1l'l<·d some Yl'ars ago. '1111' lwight of the moun
tains is from (,ll\:' hundred 10 fin' hundred feet aboye the le\-el of the sea. 
The climate and temperature are the same as at the ;-:t. J ohu. 

Durill~: ll1 y stay in this 101'~11 ity, a fine whale, ninety·eight feet in length, 
,\,;1S l'an;'h t , makin~' the third taken this year. It yielded eighty barrels of 
oil. The otlwrs WH(' both :-;ll1:dler than this one. 

The :-:almon fishery ,yas g'ood this yp:u, although the license-holuer" 

do not occupy the best stations 

Agriculture is not neglcded llPre :IS it is at the St. John. The fishermen 
gi\'e it all tllP ail ( nti(,ll possible. Potatoes, cahbage and other wgetables 
succeed yelY wplI. Th" Hudson Bay Comp~1l1y's officpr had a fine crop. He 
owns seycral h"ncl of cattle and a ycrv fine horse. I mention this because it 
i" unusual on thi" ,·oast. Tlwre aTe yery few people liyin~: at Mingan, not 
mOTe than three or four hn.id(·~ the Hudson Bay C()mp:my's officer. 

Jlldgjll~' from ,,,hat I could see, salmon are yery :1hundant in this rinr. 
I r:1llnot :O:lY ho\," many Wl're taken this year, for the fishermen seem inter
ested in not I('ttin~' the truth he known. From the mouth of the riYer to 
the first fall, th .. pools, marked on the plan, are not first class. but those 
higher up are superexcellent. The re:1"On is olwions. The salmon, haying 
oyercome th .. fil ~t fall, seek a resting place. The height of the smaller fall 
is only from four to six f(·(·t, ,,,hile that of the first fall is over j()]'ty-six: 
(46.18) feeL From the number of falls mentioned. it might he supposed 
that little would ])1' gaillPd in going as far as the Grand Rapid. The 
portages. hmH>Y(jr, are so (·asy and so short as to form no serious obstacle. 
This is one of the finest salmon riYers in the country. At the spa\\'ning 
season, the fish run up the Grand Rapid, and, accordill~' to reports, push 
their way as far as hY(~nty leagues into tIll' interior. Th~ fishery laws al'l' 
strictly obsen-ed, as on the St. J 01111. 



The part of the Natashquan, whidt I explored, runs almost parallel to 
the Gulf of St. Lawrence, falli.ng- into it north of Point Natashquan. This 
portion is navigable for boats of light draught up to the foot of the first fall, 
about twelve miles from the month. A fine honse has IWl'll built for the 
accommodation of the anglers who have lwrlt1i,~,~i()ll to fish at the falls. 

As I have stated :lb(.n~ with respect to the hnd tILl',.ng·h which the 
l' i ,'\'1' :\Iingau 110\\,", it is of the same !.;\'ulog·i,·~tl COlll[h:,iLi"'l : the 1)1'11 of 
clay is yisible only on the island:::, but exi:-.;ts in small tlli"k~l"S,~ on the 
bank~. The lanel on the banks is composed of sand mixy t with a lllOnlel of 
deaellean:,s and tht~ moss which ~TO\\'3 h,,·r,· in ~T"at almnLiall':". It j.) ot 
little value for culti,,'ation. The timber on the bank,; is of ~'IY)1 gTo\vth, but 
that on the islands seillom attains a diameter of n\Te or si~~ iw·h,·". The 
prevailing \',nidies are spruce, white birch, hal sam and a f,_~\Y [lo:)lar,~ ; 
there are also alder,; and a fl'w cedars. 

'1'11<' climate is not so healthy as at St. John allll jIill~\lIl. IJllrill~' tlw 
three "'l,,·Ls Ollllr stay, tL're "yas a gr(,~lt deal of h~' ~tlllt it raillt),lm'Jst of 
tlw time. The wiud hlo\\',,; very "trong-Iy from tll:· N, ,\V. ttL tll!~ !WJl1th or 
thi,; ri"'t'r. Then' has been ouly one storm thi,., summer th~lt dill any lhlI1<l,:S'I~ 
in th'i harbonr ; five fishill~' hoats wt're blown 011 sh'Jr,! allil t'.VI) 1)1 tllem 
·.necked. 

I lJl'~' leay\~ to llWlltiOll a fact which I obsen',·l1. naLad)" thl~ complete 
de~trn.;lioll of the henlll~' ill th,.'·, > latilud,~s. To what is this ,lll':' : A,;,tll'edly 
not to the uni'ortunat,> fisherm"ll of t ht~ loc:tl i ty, w hI he Olll y rl~SUlll't: ! t:ollsist:; 
in tho li~ll<·ry. 'l'he Abb,:· Culf', lLlissiollary aL tlw ldal~t', i11t'0\'111··,1 llll' as to 
how their bread is, so to speak, stolen from b~f"l'" thpi!' ey,_,s '1']l" llcxt 
day, I !-iaw SCJHl._· fli,hing hoats l'l'uising- il! out tIll' !1,1l'11Uj' in all dir"diull::', 

,\Vheueyer allY of them !!l,·t ""ith a s(~hool of heniil~'s, a S.!!l'e was thlOWIl 
I>ut alld the whole s,·hool captured. In thi" W<lY, :;ixty balT'cls I)t herring' 
'1xer<' bk,'ll at a single (:a:;t of tIl" seine_'. Of these only tWi.'llty band,s were 
fit for curing, the remainder, that is, two-thirds C)i' the whuh "atch, were 
throWll <lW:lV. If, instead of seines, nets had lW .. 'll us.'(l, the sdLlll fish 
would haye eS":lped, to b"colne a resourl": for subselluent years. Til,' Abbe 
Cote, wlw display,; all the ardor of a true missionary, has sen'wl gTl"\'allces 
to lay before the authorities: for illr,tallcL', is it ad\'isable to i:iSW' Ii"\'IlSL'S 
for the ~al\' of liquor in a piac'c' where the inh ,bitants can barely procure 
the nec('i':-;aries of life ': Last year, the use of liq nor caused the loss of two 
lin:". Ii' the fishing' industry is to be promoted, I think more energ-etic 
measures r,hould be adopted. 
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The cultiyatioll of the land is wry difficult, not to say, impossible 011 

this part of this ,'U;lst. I saw, ho\\"e\'<"1', some small fields of potatoes which 
had succeeded \'<·ry wedl, but they L'quired mnch care. ~nGr'es~ was due to 
patience and love of "ultiYation rather than to the quality of the soiL 

n.,sides the f1shill~' whi"h is done in summer, seal hunting is also 
pmC"'(ul\,tl, This he~i!l" ;lbout the end of Mar,,]} or 1st of April, and lasb 
until th,· end of May, It was Y\'1'Y ardnon", but not i'iU('('cssful this year. 
The salmon pools in thi" ~'i"\'l'1' are for the most part, near the falls, Captain 
.T onC~IS, who has had this ri HI' for four years, has generally been ,'ery 
sUt"'(',,~[ul. This yt'ar ho\\"eye1' he has not done as well as usuaL The 3,'erage 
number of b;,rrels taken eadl year is about Olle hundred and twellt~',fire. 

This riYer is gent'l'ally ,yell sto"b'd with salmon. I think the dppartment 
has already leased to ,~()Ille anglers the pools at 1he foot of the falls. Large 
Humb .. rs o::;,'als 1'1'<'(1uent (Ilis ri,'er. 

Thl' rin'r aux E"qnimanx, otherwise known as ri\'er ;-;t. Paul, falls into 
the harbor of BOlllle E,..;perance, At about four miles from its mouth, it 
divides into 1 \\"0 lHanclws, the eastern heing known as the Rapide Cham
pagne, and tIll' \\'l',~tern as TIapide a la Perche. It is navigable for vessels 
of considerable tonn:I~!,f! for a distance of five miles. From there to the point 
at 'whic,h my exploration terminated, ordinary canoes can easily pass. ~Ir, 

Chevalier informed me that from the foot of these rapids to the falls, the 
distanc'!, is from eighty to llinetv mil"s, This river is bordered by granite 
mountains. A 1'l'\\" (n-c-s seem 10 grow from the moss by which the rocks are 
in some ph'c-,,> ,'oYerI'd. There is no place ill which '"t'~'dation is possible, 
except a few patc:hl'i'i of' ilwa(low nut worth mentioning, 

The only Y:Ilidif'S of wood gro\ving there arf~ b,llsam, spruce and 
white birch. The nature lOj the soil preH'llts these trees from attaining' a 
Iar~ .. 'r diameter than th]'<,c- or four inches, thongh, further up the river 
the quality of the timber i~ a little better. 

The tt'mp"r:ltun', thou~'h h,'althy enough, is s~vere; it is generally 
cold, though WC' had some wry fine days. During a g'l'l'at part of the time 
I remained in thi" locality, the weather wa,~ bad; eitlhT foggy or rainy 
\"ith l()g. The heat, "\'el1 on th,' finest dly~, is not intense. 

Thele is no c'llltintion. Tht! ouly Oi'c_'l1pations of the inhabitants are 
cod-fishing in SUllllller and ",~al-hunting in spring. This year, the hunting 
and fishing were both s-,1",'p"Jnl, but I cannot state the number of barrels 
filled. This is one of th,· l),,~t fishing stations on the coast. 
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The information which I obtained respeding the salmon fisher v, which 
is or may be carried on in this rivtc'J', is of the most favorable natnrtJ. The river 
is more frequeuted by salmon than any othur on the coast. :'Ill'. Oh,walier, 
the lessee, does not work it to as great aclYantage as he mi~ht. This bra n' 
fisherman is too poor. not to accuse him of lli'~'li~"'Il"I" to deri\"e all possible 
benefit from his occupation. He neyer puts up more than sixty to .~i~·hty 

barrels a year, while five hundred banels might ("~ltaillly be taken without 
doing the river any harm whatever. Each pool indi"ated is a ~00c1 fishing 
station. Mr. Cheyalier does not fish the station neal' his residence, so the 
department might well lease the remaining stations to other p,lrti,'s, without 
interfering with Mr. Chevalier. This river if;, much frequented by seals. 

(C.-E. Forgues, Noyember, 1885.) 

RIVERS :llt:sQUAl:r:o AND KE(L\~][K..I.. 

The river Musquarro flows through the Laurentian mountains anci 
falls into the Gulf of :'it. Lawrence about forty miles below the river Natash
quan. This river is navigable by ,-,yooden canoes up to the point at which 
our survey ended, as shown on the plan transmitted by us to the depart
ment. There is no land fit for culti\-ation on the banks of this river. The 
only woods are black spruce and balsam, which rarely "x.·",'d I'i2\"'m or 
eight inches in diameter. Having attained that size, it app,~al'S to dry up 
for lack of nourishment, and does not grow at all except in ra vines on the 
banks of lakes or riYers. 

The only fish frequenting this river and t.he lake,,; conlli!ded with it are 
trout aBd salmon. The latter have not been plentiful this YC'CLl', but troul, 
on the other hand. have b.:en ,"ery abundant. There is found in the lakes a 
fish which I could not identify; it is about the same size as the trout, and 
equally good for food. 

The climate is yery salubrious, but somewhat cold. 

The Hudson Bay Company has an important post 011 this river about 
three miles from the mouth. The Indians who visit it number :,;everal 
hundred families. 

The position of the salmon pools is shown on the pIau. 
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We began our operations at the head of tidal water, W here thos~ 0 

c,~,ptain Bayfield ended, 

At the riYer Kegashka the soil and climate are in all respects the sarnt 
,IS at the Musquarro; the distance betW!:'t>ll the two rivers being only fifteell 
miles. The timber is the same also, e~cept that it grows a little larger and 
is more plentiful. 

nIl'. ,\V. Foul'lleau has had this river under 1~~1:;1' for several years. His 
cate h of this year amoun ted to on I y t wen ty- fi I'e barrels of salmon and trout. 
It is more larg'l,ly frequl'ntl'd by salmon than the ~rl1squarro. 

'1'he mountains along thl's!:' ri,'ers are I'l'ry much alike. They vary in 
height up to fin:' hundred feet. 

C-E FUfg'ues, IlS8G 
N.-P. DdTremb/a!J, I ' 

The ri \'er ~w ashecootai flows through the Llllreniides and empties 
into tIll' :-3t. Lawrell';e about ,jl) miles b,:lo\\' the riHl' XcttaShqll~lll It is 
ua\'j:-,;'abJ.. by ,'allOl'S to the foot of the gre~lt rapid, a distance of 15 miles 
hom its month. There is a lall, -!7 feet high, at about 7 miles from the St. 
Lawn'nee, This rin~r ie, r'~'lllarkabll' for its larg"! takes. I had sIJ:lldi1l2;s 
madl: at Sl'\'l'l,ll ji(,illts, but nul'!:'r reached the bottom, my sounding line 
])eillg' 0111y 17 bt I to 111:,; , The bunks are formed by mountains of granite, 
somdim"s cO\'t>red ",ifl ;,uil cOlllposeu of Yt'g'e;:able mould on a bed of 
gra!lil~. I only llld :2.j or 01] '_'hains, formed of ordinary '''Llld. Tlu timber 
gTo\yillg' Oll them consish of sprn :e, fir aad white birch and rarely attains 
a diameter of more thlll 7 0)' 8 iUch,!s, g't'u"r:t1Jy drying up when it real_'h"s 
--1 or ;) inch,·s. The mouutains run up to :)nn fed in h~ight. 

The climate is generally salubriun:), In summer, the night:-; are cool 
and the days hot. TiHl se:\~I)U thi~ yea!' wai, pretty rainy. There is no 
cnltinlted laud in tll:c entire region which I tm,-ersed. 

From the fisheries' point of view, I llUY ,state that salmon did not run 
much up this ri nr this year; but I am inclined to think that they got 
above the rapids and falls before the llds were set. Trout swarm in the 
lakes, attaining as mnch as :24 inches in length. There is also another fish, 
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of which I could not identifiy the species. It is about the same size as the 
trout, with this difference that the flesh is whiter. I also caught a smelt 
while fishing with the line. I cannot explain how this fish got up over 
the falls into these large lakes. 

(C.-E. Forgues, May, 1886.) 
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:-~ORTHERi'\ HEIGHT OF LAND DISTRICT. 

In the month of ~Iay, lS,,-!, I recei\'ed imdrudions to make a suryey 
oi Lake :11 ista:-;,<.:i11 i, connecting it with some surrl'Y 011 this side of the height 
of land and ,yithin this pro\ inCl-. The route selected ,,,as the river Betsia
mits, which had l)l"n snr\'cyed a:-; far as the falls, a distance of thirty"six 
miles l,y "~dmiral Bay Ji,-;l1, and thence a farther distance of ninety miles 
(four miles up the inlet of lake Peet-ma'::!'all) by nIr. C~l!'grain. This route 
was dlO:-;en maiuly in order to make a conueo·tioa b'?tW0l'1l Mr. Ca~gl'clil1's 

:-;uryey of the B-·t~i;lllllts and a preyious ~un"'y of my OWll of the l'iYer 
aux Uuhl'des \\'lli,h terminated at lake Ibnonanis, the head waters of the 
Betsiamits. Altlull1!.!h it i~ doulJltl tht' distall,·'- of that 1>.1' Lake St. John, 
eith,'\' hy the ]'J\"'l' Ch·llUlll1,·honan and its tributary, ri\'er tlu Chef, or by 
thl' riYer j\Iista~:-.illi, still it W:1:-; preferred as bolh of those rout.es had already 
l'n'll tmyer",·d to Lake ~lif-t~li"siui, but the re~'ion behyeen the Betsi~tmitf' 

and Lake :Jli·ta·:-.ini was quite unknown. 

On the 15th of t",;1t month, I began makin~' nece~'3ary preparations, 
pro,:urin6' outfit, haYin,::!' ClIlOI's built, &", and keeping up a communication 
with BersilJ1i" in IInl"r to ],'al'll when the sprin~' ire:-;hets had subsided 
snfficiently to ;Idlllit of om goin~' np the ri\'er with ht'a\"ily Ja.lt'n canoes, 
:llso to leal'll of t 11<' linin.l, from their \yil,it'l'';.: hunt, of thos.' Indians whom 
1 illtt'nded to P1l2<l'::!t' to accompany me on the {'xpeditioll. In the month of 
June I :-;('nt lI,y winter's supply of pro\'i:-;ions in ,'harg"~ ofM!'. F."H. Bignell 
ria Ld.;:(, :-;1. Johu and the rinr Chamouchou3n to the H, B. Co's post at 
M)f'ta>;sini. :\0 h,Yorahle ne\\'8 was received from Bt'rsimis until the middle 
of July, w hen I ,Y:1,; notified that the ri \'er "':IS suflicien t1 y low and that 
nearly all the Indians had arriyed and the remaind~r of tlll'm would soon 
he in. I accordingly shipped all our effects by schooner, which sailed 
from Quebec on the IHh July and was to call for us at Rimon~ki, where 
thpy expe('t<-d to arriyc OIl the morlling of the 20th. On the following day 
(19th .Tuly), I accompanied by Mr. A. P. Low, (the geologist of the party,) 
my assistant, and t\\'o others went down by Intercolonial R. R. to Rimouski, 
where we arriyed at 10 P. ~I. and expected the schooner on the following 
n;orning. We were, hOW8yer, disappointed, as a strong east wind and bad 
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weather set in, and the vessel was delayed and did not arrive until the 2.5th. 
We then embarked and crossed to Bersimis, arriyed there on the folIo winO" 

'" day (Saturday) and camped. 

I immediately took occasion to visit such of the Indians as had arrived 
and make arrangements with them to accompany me, (the others were 
expected in a few days) I directed them to prep'lXI' for an earl y start, but 
knew that it ,",'ould be next to impossibl .. to induce th,,<;!' men to Ipave their 
friends in a hurry for an eighteen months' trip, aft.·], being ah~l'nf all 
winter. Moreoyer, their annual religions l"sti\'al was at hand, and that was 
to them the greatE'st possible inducement to be in Bersimis. Thpy, howI'",'r, 
began making snow·shoes, moccasins and winter outfit, and I procured 
other canoes, besides those already built for me, and finally, on the 19th 
August we em barked in four heavily laden calloes, :'J r. Low having pro:,'uded 
me by a few days in a canoe with two men, promi,~ing to wait for me at 
the falls (the first pOl·tag·e). I also sent up t\\'o extra I:allOl':'; with pro\'i~iolls 
as far as lake l'el't-lU'l-~'all. 

On my arriyal at the falls, \Y he],e the portages he~',tll, I found that :\1 r. 
Low had gone on ",ith the two men; as he took nothin~: wit h him but 
his own personal bag'!!'ag,\ he trayelled rapidly, and we \'I'ere left to portage 
all the provisions for both parties, ,vhich caused a delay; we finally fell in 
'",ith him a little below lake P.'l+m;l-gan. The ascent of the riHl' to lake 
Peet-ma-gall was tedious and difficult, the current was strong and the 
portages numerous, yarying in lE'ngth from a few hundred yards to ten 
miles. We arriyed at the lake on the 10th of ~l'l'tember. 

As I HOW had to ascend the upper Bersimis (or Betsiamits) northwardly 
in order to connect the two above llIentiolh.ld Sllryeys, I sent the bulk of the 
pro\'isions in charge of Mr. Low by a shorter rontl' north-west to lake 
Manonan, w here I instructed him to wait for me at the porta,!:!;\.' leading 
from that lake to the river Peril;lOnka. We were wind-bound by the equi
noctial gales at lake Peet-ma g.m from the 10th to tll<' 15th September, and 
at 3 P. M., on that day (the wind having abated,) we parted, four of the 
cano.~s going north-west (having hired another man with his canoe on our 
way UP) and I, with two caaoes and four men, going up the river, takiJig 
with us only what we required until we joined the other at Manouan. 

From Peet-magan to Manouanis, the rin']' bears thn name" Isa-shats," 
i.-e., the main inlet (of Peet-magan). It yaries in width from two chains 
to twelve, with a strong current and numerous rapids which involve por
taging. The volume of water is 1'ery considerable, the depth of the riYer 



612 

Yaries with the width between the banks and the "elocity of the current; 
sandy shoals are often met \\"jth. The banks are generally low and on the 
west side leveL although a small hill is occasionally seen. On the east 
bank at a distance of from one to two miles from the river, the coun try is 
more hilly. The soil in most places is a coarse dry sand, unfit for cultiva
tion, althongh in fOme placE's there is a subsoil of clay, but at a depth of 
many feet. The g'wwth of timber is spruce, fir, bouleau, aspen, tamarac and 
cypress, different kinds predominating in different localities. There are also 
man y brules, some of then extensi n'. 

On the 4th of October we arriyed at lake Manouanis and connected 
the two sun'eys; the distance from Peet-ma-gan is 126 miles. We now 
continued our scaling southwestwardly towards ~j anouan, where we arrived 
on the 11th, haying passed on our \vay over lakes Ka-pi-to·ga-mat, Opi-toon
is and Opitoon. The first named flows into Opi-toon-is which is, as is also 
Opi·toon, on the l\Ianouan rinr helow lake Manouan. 

From Manonanis to this place, the count!'y is level, the prevailing 
'-!To",th oftilllber i" :--prun'. l'ypress and tamarac, and the soil is sandy, gravelly 
and poor; we Wl']"t' for two days and a half windbound on the lake, but on 
the 16th alTind at the portage leading to the Peribonka waters where we 
expected to find the others of our party, but Mr. Low had gone on in a 
wrong direction, leaving a letter in w hi(-h he stated his intention of' push
ing on aR far as possi1)I" before winter should set in, forgetting that, when 
the ice stopped him, it \;vould stop ns also and we would be far behind 
with no provisions except a small 1)ag ot flour which he left for us on the 
portage, and no sno\\"shoes; the consequences of this grave mistake (to 
term it mildly) were felt throughout the winter, as it necessitated a return 
for bag'g'age abandoned along' the route from VI'ant of provisions, and later 
on, a return to resume the work where I had been compelled to drop it 
(for the same reason) and a ret urn for the canoes. All this loss of time and 
extra walking (over "ix hundred miles) would haye been avoided if my 
jnstructions had been obeyed. 

We continued on, crossing the portage to a small lake whose outlet we 
foll(lwed down, making occasional portages to a larger stream coming from 
the north, which we followed down to the Peribonka riYer at the outlet of 
lake O-nish-ta-gan where we arrived on the :23rd. The country from 
::\Iallouan to here is level, nearly all burnt, and the soil is stony and poor. 

As the weather was cold and there was every appearance of the rivers 
being soon closed by ice, and as we were 0n the eve of running out of pro-
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Ylsions, I dropped the work there for the time, and at noon on the 23rd 
crossed lake O·nish·ta·gan. and proceeded up the Peribonka in pursuit of 
the other party The night was cold and on the following morning we 
encountered a good deal of ice in the river, and, a few miles farther up, 
found the ice stationary and the river closed. We then left the canoes and 
a part of the baggage, to be sent for on the following day, and, fiet'ing :m 
Indian lodge about a mile higher up, we proceeded there and camped 
close by. 

We Wf're told by this Indian (a N ascapee named Benjamin or N e·po·shu) 
that the other party was encamped at a small lake about forty miles ah"ad 
and were making sleighs, &c., for winter travel; they had been stopped 
by the i:e which always makes earlier on small lakes than on largtl or than 
on rivers. The next day (25th) we brought up the CctllUi'S and ba~'~'a~l" 

along the battures, and, on the followillg one, I sent a man off through the 
woods (as the ice was not strong enough) to brillg four men frolll I he other 
party to assist us in transporting our canoes and l,tl"ds to their ('ampillg 
place; in the meantime we were occupied in making slpighs. It Wa,.; lur_ 
tun ate that we fell in 'with this Indian as he supplied ns with some Ij(':\\',·r 

meat and was able to loan us some flour anrllard until w,' joined the ot her 
party. On the 29th the men returned at night and reported tha t thl~ ie" on 
the lakes which they crossed was weak, and that some of them had ttllen 
through. 'Ve remained at this camp making sleighs un til tht-l 3ru N ovell1-
bel': on the morning of that day, we mon d oft'. and in three day:-; joined 
the other party. Before le:n'ing I made arr:Ul~'t'llll'lIts with Bell.i~tmill to 
guide us to the post at JIistassini, as he knew all the PISS,'S, hkes ancl por
tages, but he said that he could not join us before twu \\'<.'"k" as Ill' wuuld 
haye to make proyision for his family dnring his ahselll'l', bl'siut!s making 
snow·shoes and moccassins. We remailwd at thi~ camp until the 27th 
of November waiting for the guide, having in the lt1l'antirne, made 
all the toboggans for the transport of bag-~':l!'!"l' and provi~ions, anel ph'ed 
the canoes in winter quarters. Oil that day. our guide havill~' joined us, 
we proceeded on and on the Dlh of Decembl'r l'l'OS>ietl the Jlt'i~·ltt of land, 
and on the following day reached Temiscamie. <t large lake with >il,v"ral deep 
bays, the extent of which we could not see. 

vVe tmnlled down th'1 outlet of this lake for ";OllW (li.~t:tllce and then 
left it, striking off for Little ~Iistassini, w hl're we ani \"l·d 011 thl~ evellill~' of 
the 131h, being almost out of provisions. We contilluell do \\,11 the lakt> nntil 
the 17th when we left all superfluous baggage in order to tranJ more 
rapidly, and on the 19th sent two Indians on to the post for snpplies from 
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our store which had lwell sent to Mistassini by way of Lake St. John. These 
men walked day and night, and we met them 011 their retLun 011 the 21st. 

On the 23rd of December, ,,-hen within a few miles of the post, we 
"ere met hy Mr. Miller, the gel1tlemen in charge, attended by a number of 
his emple,yeu;; the')" e~cOIted ns b::lI'k and "e arrived at ~ P. M. We 
remained at the post until next day when we encamped, having in the 
meantime been ho~pitalJly lilttltained hy Mr. and Mrs. l.liller. 

We J't·maillld in ump for a wl·,k, the men repairing sno\\·shoes, mocca
sins and clothing, and (·n the 30tb they went back to Little Mistassini or 
i\listasi'inis for the bag~'3ge, and returned here \yith it on the 12thof January, 

1~85. 

l\1though n:y imtlu('tions were to winter at Mistassini, I preferred 
bringillg Oll the work heID thl' Peribonka as far up as possible before the 

spr1l1g. 

Towards the end of January, I lwgal1 preparing despatches, which I 
sen t off by couriprs to Lake ~t. John on the 2nd of Febru&ry. 

Mr. Low ac<'ompanied the couriers, although I forbade him to abandon 
his duties. 

I now ddelmimd to ru·un~e the wOlk at the feribonka, and as a con
siehrahle amotlllt d provisions would be l'€quired for the work, ,ve would 
haYe to m~,l;e double ]0ads for the first hundred miles or so; accordingly 
on the !Jth, I sent the men off' \"ith the first load, and, after theirretul'll, we 
started with the I;econd, and contilltwd on thus, until we arrived at the 
inlet of Little Mis(a~sini on the ~:3rd. Instead of going on to the Peribonka, 
to \\'ork th, nce \H'st ward, I dermined to ,vork from the inlet of~Iistassinis 
eal'tward, as I thus WGuId, on my arrival at Peribonka, be enabled to free 
Eome of the men to go for the canoes. I began at the mouth of the inlet and 
s'altd about elev-en miles up the riYer, going 80mewl!at out of my course 
in order to yisit and mark the position of a marble cave wLich is laid down 
on an old map made by" Le Pere Laure, Jesuite, missionnaire, 17W3," with 
the following inscription: Antl'e de rnarbre {n forme de chapelle, gicheche mani
tou outc/tuu(lpi, IIIlIi.'OIl rill grand gt;lIie. 

A description of this caye which I had from an Indian had made me 
curious to see it; he said that thero was An anteroom and an inner room 
elHated three steps abo'\"e the other, that both rooms were oval-shaped, and 
the walls beautifully smooth and white. 
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He also said that old meu reported that they had alw,lYs been told 
that, in old times, a stone in the form of a bell had projected oyer the ell
trance. The cave is a remarkable one, but did not come up to my expecta
tions in any way except in sizt'o The outer room is about t'i~'hteen feet 
'wide and sixteen deep; the door or rather opellill~' is of the full widthofthe 
room and about eight feet high. The inner room is about ten f,·et deep, 
eight wide and six high. They look as if they had been ronlldt~d off by 
boulders uuder the adiou of water; the walls are not marble bnt Spll'. The 
cave is on the side of a steep hill about sixty fed abo\'(~ the ri\'er, anl fifteen 
chains distant from it. Lapse of time (1:');2 ye,ll's) has no donbt made a 
change and there are appearances of the face of the cliff, wh,.'re the door 
was, having parted at a fissure and fallen outwards down hill. 'Ve cached 
some provisions in the caH to sen'e us on our return, and h're left the 
riyer (which is the outlet oflake Temiscamie, g'oing' in an eastl'lly dirediou.) 

From here ,ve had to cut our way through the woods to the Peribonka, 
being however frequently relieved by fallill~' on llkes, which we're numer
ous, and on brules, many of which were extensi,'e. 

On the 11th of )hrch we crossed the height of land, whi.·h is here 
2,115 feet abo"e the sea, and reached the Peribonka, making' a connection 
with our work on the :20th. Se,,'eral of the P:ll'ty were :·;nll','ring from 
snow-blindness. On the following clay, I sent four men off np t\v Peribonka 
for the canoes, and with the remainder nt the IBrty began rdracing' our 
steps along our line towards the post. vV,) recrossed the h.:iC!,'ht of land. 011 

the 25th, and arrived at the post on the 8th of April, expecting' to find that 
our couriers had returned from Lake :clt. J ohn,but t1wy did not ani\") until 
the 26th at 2 A. M. accompanied by two men who said they belonged to 
Mr. Low's party who \Vas returning to Histassini, and that they had left 
him about sixty miles back in wan t of prodsions. As these lU\'n were too 
much exhausted to return quickly, I immediately sent off two fresh men 
with relief. On the 2!lth 1\11'. LI.w arrh'ed with the remainder of his party 
and handed to me a" letter of recall" in which I \Vas instl'uded to close 
my work and return to Quebec by the shortest routt', "i,l Lake St. John, 
and to transfer to Mr. Low all articles of eqnipment, the property of the 
Governmen t, including provisions, stores and canoes, except such as I 
might require on my journey to Lake St. John. The alleged reasons for 
my recall were" loss of time and little work done." The distance measured 
was 316 miles, which involved a travel of o,'er 1500 miles, not of course in 
one continuous line, but in repeated crossings of the portages with our 
supplies, and in repeated trips with the canoes, where double loads had to 
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be made. Of these 1500 mil~s, about 400 were made in canoes, the remainder 
was gone over on foot, each man carrying over the portages from 200 to 
400 Ibs on his back. and after the setting in of winter every thing was 
drawn on sleighs over lakes and across mountains as far as the post at 
~Iistassini,-and as to loss of time, I now state emphatically that it was due 
entirely to the wilful obstinacy and disobedience of Mr. Low in not follow
ing my instructions. 

On the 30th of April the men returned with the canoes, reporting open 
\vater at the Big Narrows, which are about fifteen miles from the post. 
As Mr. Low's party numbered six, and he had brought no provisions 
with him, I sent out some of the men to hunt in order to eke out our supplies 
and enable me to furnish him with a portion; they returned in a few days, 
bringing four beaver and a bear. 

The" post at :\Iistassilli is in charge of ~Ir. "'IY m. Miller, who resides 
there with his family; he has with him three or four permanent employees, 
some of them married. It is a cluster of four or fi,'e buildings, including 
the company's store; Mr. Milll'r is about erecting also a small chapel. The 
post is supplied from Rupert's House on James Bay where Mr. Miller goes 
annually in Jllll<' ,yith the furs collected during the year, and returns with 
the requisite supplies for the year ensuing. 

Good potatoes and other ngdables are raised at the post, although 
the land has recei,'ed anything but fair treatment, as the same ground has 
been cropped over and o,'er again for many years without ever having been 
enriched. A number of Esqnimaux dogs are kept, which are employed 
only in winter in drawill~' in the year's supply of wood for fuel and in 
visiting the nets, S(!ln(~ ot whi,:h are set at a distance. They are fed exclu
tiively on fish during the winter and in summer they forage for themselves. 

On each side of the height of land and running parallel with it are 
~l'wral ridges yarying in height from 150 to ;300 feet and distant apart 
from four to six miles; between these ridges are numerous lakes, some of 
them very long and comparatiYl'ly narrow, running parallel with the ridges· 
The land on thp south-east side of the lake, as far as I saw it, (somewhat 
oYer a hundred miles,) is low and level, and would no doubt be equally as 
produdi,'e as that around the post. The growth of timber is principally 
bouleau, (or silYer birch,) spruce and fir. Timber is more ahundant and 
larger on the north side of the height of land than it is on the south; plenty 
of spruce can there be found suitable for building purposes. It is called 
.. pine" by the people at the post (who all come from Hudson Bay) and I 
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suppose that this misnomer will account for the occasional reports which 
we hear of pine being abundant in that region. 

Extensive tracts of good land can also be found between the S. W. end 
of Mistassini and Lake St-J ohn. The country here is not so elevated, and 
the height of land on this route is several hundred feet lower tha.n wh,>rl' 
I first crossed it, that is, about 150 miles farther to the N. E. 

The temperatnrp at Mistassini runs to extreml>'~. The thermometer ill 
winter is often down to 50 or 60° degrees below zero, (Fah.) but the cold is 
not severely felt, as the air is very dry. Ice frequently forms to the dtlpth 
of six feet, and the snowfall is generally heavy; last WInter its depth was 
five feet. Ice forms in the bays in October or November and in the big 
lake not before January, and breaks n p in the bays about the end of May 
and in the lake about the middle of J unl'. The summers ,HI' said to he very 
hot, and thunderstorms are of freqnent occurrence. 

It used to be a practice with the Indians during a thullderstorm (0 

run out of their camps, and wi1h guns, axes and kllin's defy the storm, Lu!' 
on one occasion 12 or 15 years ago, when a large party were on their return 
to the post from Rupert's House with the year's su~plies, a storm came 0)) 

at night, the lightning fell in amongst them, killed sl'ven and \VOllUded 
and mangled eighteen others. The remainder of the party narrowly ('SI':ll"'(l 

as there were sen'ral hundred pounds of powder amongst the goods, which 
were untonched. Since then, the pradit'I' has been discontinued. 

Indians here are not numerous; they are N ascaptles and nominal Uhris
tians, and are occasionally Yi~ite(l by a Protestant clergyman from .Tam",,' 
Bay. Only about twenty-six hunters frequent the post for trading' pnl'!'O"t·S. 

and the only time at w hiGh they ('an all be seen there t"~'d 111'1' is from 
about the middle of .Tune to the middle of' July, or as soon as the lake i:-; 
free from ice. They then bring in their furs to trade, and each one dOl's 

his utmost to bring with him somdhing to contribute to the general feasting 
which then goes on continually until their stock is pxhanstpd. 

This stock consists of bears' meat and grease, bea"er, (fresh, smoked or 
dried,) caribou, porcnpine, hares, partri(bOps, fish of all kinds alld anything 
else they can catch. After remaining about a month at th,} post, they 
disperse, each going to his own hunting grounds. 

There is a great variety and abundance of fish in ~Iistassini whose 
waters are deep and cold, and in many of the other lakes, such as lunge. 
trout, jackfish, whitefish, pickerel, carp, and what is there called " ~Ial'ia ". 
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a fish somewhat resembling tlw cod. It would he an easy matter for the 
Indians to lay in a supply sufficient for the winter, but they are naturally 
improyident and moreover superstitions on that score. They say that if they 
proyide for future wants, they will meet with some mishap and probably 
die, and then their labor would be lost. 

The fur-bparil1Q' flnimt!.ls are abundant, p~!'ti"nlarly h,'an')', otter,marten 
and black l,.'l1-'S \Y hich are very largo", Caribou are yery scarce, so are 
wolYl't<, and til<' ,yoherine has not been seen in that locality for the last 
three Yl'ars. 

As regards the t<iz~ of the lake, nothing positive is known except that 
it is yery large, and I consider its beill~' unknown a proof of its great size, 
as these people, who arc in the habit of roaming in all directions for hun
dreds of miles, do not know its l'xtent. A yery intelligent Indian to whom 
I spoke on the :subj"C'l told me that some years ago he had met with an 
DId Indian who informed him that trom what he knew and from w'hat he 
had heard, he thonght that a g-oml walk.·!', carryill~' nothing but what he 
required for the trip, could in the spring-, on the nust, go from end to end 
of the lake in ten day", Now, under t!lese cirenmstallf'e,'l, as fifty or sixty 
miles 1'1'1' day would he consid"red but moderate, we may form an idea of 
the approximate extent of this lake, and, if we accept only half of this 
estimate, we rrwy still ,'all the lake an immense one. The general opinion 
was that it conldnot he scaled around in less than one summer. 

From the date of the retnrn of tlw lllen with the canoes, 3Gth April, 
until the ~~th of 1by, \\'\, relUaine(l in camp at the post awaiting open 
wat,·1', and on that day, the h,t)' bL'illQ,' suni"i"lItly cle.)!' of ice, we embarked 
for Lake ~t. .T ohn, alld on th,' 80th I'l'll:,;," .. d the ht'ight land and reached 
Grilld~j(>ll" lak .. (lac ;1 Ia ::.r.'nle) improperly called File AXI'. 

'\\' e l't'fu·hed the ChamouC'honan rin'r on the 5th of .T une, and on the 
10th arriYed at La}.;:.' ~t. .Tohn, \\'here I kn ,yith :\11'. Cummins, the gentle
man in charge of the Hudson Hay Company's post, my canoes, tents and 
yarious vtlwr articles :,.ul.j",'t to the order of ::\Ir. Low, according to my 
instructions. On the next day we left Lab· ~t. .Toha for Chicoutimi, where 
we arrind 011 the day followill~', took the ~j,'allwr at 8.:11: A. :\1., on the 13th, 
and arriYed at QI1l'h.·., on the afternoon oj' the] -!th, j1'IYin~: be'o'n detaine(l 
on the riYer l,y jo~::,. 

(.Jull/I. /Jig-Ill'll, 3rd November, lS~,i.) 
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We proceeded up the riyer Betsiamits and reached the first fall on the 
11th August (188-1), the distance being about forty-fi\-e mil.,s in a north
west course. The ri,'er has been navigated to this point by a small steamer 
belonO"inO" to the lumber mill situated at its mouth. o 0 

The riYer yalley, cut in the surrounding t:lllie-lan<l, nUll',.; from a 
qnart!'r of a mile to one mile in width. Its sides an' f(wrrted by Laurentian 
hills elevatpd from two to six hundred l'L'l't allO\'(' the stream. TIll'sO hills 
are "yell wooded with white and black f;pnl"p, tamarac, balsam, poplar and 
birch, and quantities of valuable timber are taken out eY"ry yl~ar, and "ut 
up by the steam mill at the mouth of the rin.'r. Th,· ",l11ey ha-; been 
partly filled up by deposits of glacial drift, as the h'\Ilk.; of the riYer are, for 
the most part, of sand and clay, often upwards of fifty f,'et high. ~Il1<'h of 
the clav shows distinct eyidence of stratification, and tho ditier"lIl beds are 
seen hig'hly crumpled and folded. 

Between the"e banks, the river, \'aryin~' from one to two hundred 
yards in breadth, flows with a swift and e,-en curren t. alld is joined by a 
number of small streams ou either side, the .. hid' one being the Neepee 
river, which flows from the eastward and .ioins the main stream at the head 
of tide, seven miles from the sea. This tributary descends into the valley 
by a beautiful fall, onr 100 f,~et high. 

About thirty !Il.iles up the rin'r and northw:n :s, til-' ,:ou11'r)' has been 
trayersed by frequent and extt'llsiw fires, whi"\t have ],·ft wry littl,~ of the 
original forest, the reQ'inn h"ing, for the most part, co\'ered wi th secolld
growth timber of aspen, poplar, white birch, Banksi:lll pin,·. and spruce, 
none of which has attained a lnrge ~iZl'. Tll'.~ first fnIl is formed by two 
chute8, ea,h bt'ing' about fifty red high, with a \I'hirlpnol between them, 
into which a large number of logs have, from time to tilll'., been carried, 
and, bpfore escaping from its influence, hayiu!2; b .. ')1 so hroken and bruised 
as to be nnfit for commercial purposes, remain piled up Oil the shore. 
Abo\-e this fall the ri\-er runs N. sO" \V., and continw's in this diredion for 
ten mil"s, with a sluggish current. The hills on either side rise to .. leva
tions from 800 to 1,000 feet abon~ its leye1, being for the most P,11't bare or 
covered with small second-growth timber. 

The river no\v flo\ys from the west for nine miles. in the lower fonr 
of which it is very rongh, having fonr chutes of fi n "l~n. ten, tell and twenty 
feet, respectively, with strong' rapids between them, necessitating a portage 
of canoes for that distance. 
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From here to 'Vaweashton, distant ten miles, the course is N. ~5° W,' 
with two short portages, passing falll'; of tweln~ and thirty·feet. 

At 'Yaweashton, a large branch comes in from the eastward, and the 
main stream, turning west \yard, falls in the next ten miles fully 500 fe~ 
from the general plateau into the ri\"er ,"alley, and is quite impassable for 
canoes, so that a port :I~''', o\"er [L moun tain upwards of 1,000 feet high, must 
he made, A wepk wa:,; spent transporting canoes, provisions, &c, over 
this distance, B,·yond this, the river turns to the north, and for sixteen 
miles widens out into lake Natuakimiu, with a width of from one-half to 
olle and a-half miles; lyin!,!' wry little belo\\' the ~"lleral surface of the 
surrounding country, which is here comparatiyely fiat, and characterized, 
by lo\\' hills only which sl'ldom rise more than :2011 feet above the water
leyel. 

The ri \"el' next rnns from Hw \\"",;t for fifteen mil.!s, h:'lYillg become 
narrow and rapid, with a mile and a h~lf 1",rLI!,!'" at the end of the course, 
The banks and country are similar to those on the last course, Next turning 
to the north-east, the ri \"Pl', for a distance of eight miles, breaks in a straight 
line through the Labradorite hills, whi..Jl form almo~t vertical walls on 
either side, rising from two to fom hundred 1',.!'t abo\Te the water and 
prodw'ill!,!' the lillt·;;t """'!wry ll1t>t ,vith on this route, Above this is lake 
Pipmaukan, which was reached "lngt1.';t 2;)th, ana is disbnt by the riYe~ 
B;) miles from the sea. 

This lake is ,"pry irl't·galar iii shape, heing full of deep bay" and h~l~ 

an area of o,"er Hili sqlla]'!' miles, The g,·tsiamit" ri\"er flows through it 
on th._, east "ie\.>, the c1i.;hll,'e lwtwl:'en inlet and outlet hein~ nine miles. 
::'l'\,eral other ~malh·\' rinr~ and numerous brook,; also (·mpty into the lake. 

TIl!' shores of the lake are principally low, but ill l'LU'l's are rocky and 
rise in ele,"ations vf Olle t::J two hundrl'd feet aho\"e the water, the whole 
being CO\-c'l'ell with a lair growth ofwhitl' "'prn.:e, balsam. spruce alld white 
birch, 

The wah·]"; of the lake and the Bo'("iamih ri\Ter are well stocked with 
fi"h, the principal kinds }-wing' lab· and ri\"er trout, ,,-hite li,;h, pd~e and 
:-,ucker and, l)(l(>\\' the ji\'~t fall 01 the ri\",'\', salmon and sea-tront, 

Leasi1l8' Mr, nj~'n,·ll, Sl'ptt'mber 15th, we p\'()cl:'l'ch·(l by a bay runnillg' 
to the llorth-we"t, to ripmaukull ri,"er, a small stream di"'l'harging into the 
lake at the head of the l)~IY, and distant twenty mill'S t';'()ll1 the outlet. In 
crossin~: the lake, we \nre much delayed by v~illd, and did not rea:h the 
riYer until the 19th, 



621 

Haying proceeded up the Pipmaukan river, through low,swampy country, 
a distance of twelve miles, the general course being N. 1.')0 W., we left it, 
and, passing' over four portages and three smaller lakes, the total distance 
being fiye miles, direction north-west, we reached a small lake called 
Ctashoao, which discharges, by a small river two miles long, into the 
Manouan river. This ri vel' is a branch of the Peribonka, which flows 
into Lake St. John. and takes its rilSe in lake Manouan. 

At the point where we entered, it has a breadth of 200 yards. Proceed
ing up the river a distance of sixteen miles, course N. 20° W., a fall of fifty 
feet was reached. The stream below this flows with a slow current, varied 
by several short rapids, and passes through hills with from two to four 
hundred feet elevation, the whole having been burned over by frequent 
fires. 

Beyond this fall the riYer narrows, becoming rapid, and continues so 
for eight miles, while the surrounding hills reach eleyatiolls from six to 
eight hundred feet 3 bove its level, and form a ridge extending from north 
east to south-west. The river then flows with a slow uniform current for 
ten miles, course N. 10° E. through a country covered by low rounded 
hills, lying apparently in ridges, having a north and south direction. 
Beyond this the river spreads out, becoming very rapid and shallow for a 
distance of three miles. Here we left it, and proceeded by a portagtl route 
for nineteen miles, course north, through several small lakes and brooks to 
ayoid a long bend in the riYt)r full of rapids and impracticable for canoe 
travel. 

The river was again reached about one mile below lake Manouan, and 
continuing up it we entered that lake Odober 3rd. 

On arriving at lake Manouan we passed around the north side, making 
a time survey of the lake, which was completed on the 8th. 

This is another yery irregular lake, being about twenty·two miles long 
from east to west, with several large deep bays on either side running north 
and south. Over most of its area it is studded with many islands, both 
great and small. The country around the lake is almost flat, being brok~n 
by ridges of hills only to the south and west. These rise not more than 
;300 fclet above the lake, but have the appearance of high mountains from 
their contrast with the general flatness of the surrounding country. About 
one half of the timber is destroyed by fire; what remains consists of white 
and black spruce, balsam-spruce and white birch, few trees exceeding eight 
inches in diameter at t.hree feet from the ground. 



We awaited the arrival of Mr. Bignell on lake Manouan until the 14th, 
w hen, fearing that we would be frozen in before reaching the Peribonka 
riYer, we started by a portag'e route from the west side of lake :\Llllouan 
and passed through seYeral small lakes connected by a small brook flowing 
into a branch of the Peribonka about tw('lYe miles from lake Manouan. Ou..
reaching this branch \ye descended it about sixteen miles, reaching the 
main riY('r one half mill' below bkl' Ouistagan; general course, south-west· 
This lake is seYeral miles long hy two miles broad. Crossing it on the 
16th, we cOlltiJ.l1l'd up the Pl·rihonka ri,'er and reached a stream froUl the 
west, whicb enters the riYer about two miles below the main forks. being 
Jistant thirty mil,·;; from lake Onistagan; ('ours' a few degr3l's east of north. 

The J\'ri bonka, for t hI-' first twenty miles, yaries from two to three 
hundred Y<.lrds in width, and has little ('urrent, but for the remainder of 
the distan('e is naITow :md full of heayy rapids. The country along the 
riyer is similar to that ll'>''!"ibed around lake ~Lllonall. The forests here 
haye also been dcy:"t:1 t ell l)y fire. ,r ha t remains of them shows a larger 
g]'uwth of tn' .. ~ than tne lusi lllcntioned. 

,r e :l,:,'(ndl'(l the tributary from the west six miles to a small lake, 
which, beillg iOll11d partly frozen on'r, WI' were compelled to discontinue 
our canoe yoya~',! on (ktoh'r 23rd. A permanent camp was then formed, 
and 1\h. Bif!uell joint'd H;; on Noyember 4th, ht' hUY:lIlg ht'ell stopped by l' \ 

on the Peribonka, about fitlc('1l miles from lake Onid:lg·,m. 

)~ fier r:1,·kill!:! tob(J!:!'!,!',lllS for the lr:l11;;port of pro"isions and outfit, and 
,\0; llune of our p:11 ty knew the rout .. to lake Mi::;tassini, awaiting the arrival 
of a !,!uidl', we It>ft the camp N'on·mber ~Ith, and arriyed at the height of 
land, Vecember !Ith. The route tra\elled follows the branch, which flows 
through a chain of large lakes lyillg ],d weell ranges of low hills stretching 
from north to south. These hills haye an a\"er,j~'e e!\wation of not more 
than fiity feet aho,-e the \\,11'>1'-11'''1'1. The land near the lakes, which cover 
the greater part of the surface of the country, is of a swampy character, clad 
with a thi-:-k !:!'l'O,dh of small black spruce and larch, and is ,,,holly unfit 
for rurposes of :1~!Ti,'ulture. The distance from the lake camp to the height 
of land is about forty miles, course nearly west. The hkes are well 
~tod;:\'d with jj,..h, Game is not abundant. Few ducks were seen on 
account of the :1 b,,('IlCe of proper feeding grounds and no traces of moose 
or caribou ,,-ere lllt;! with. 

On crossing the height of land, \ve dsscended about 300 feet in tweh'e 
miles to lake Temiscamie, a long lake running north and south, yarying 
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from one to three miles in width and yery depp. An outpost from the 
Mistassini <,stablishment \YaS formerly located here b~" the Hudson Rq 
Company, but was abandoned some ypars back, as the Indians form,~rly 
tradinO' here have either died or hecome a'~customed to take their furs to e 
Lake St. J dIll for sale. 

Fol1owing the Temiscamie riYer flowing ont of the lab', \Y hidl empties 
through lake Mistassillis (Little Mistas:-illi) into the gl',>at lab" for a 
distance of six millS, \ye passed through a yery nook,'(l lake about four 
miles long, and then continued down the riYer six mil,,;.;, when, \\e followed 
a portage route two miles long, ~1l1d, thus reached the north-ead end of 
lake Mistassini on Decem bel' 13th. The general, 'Oll] :-;" from lake Temis
camie to this point is \yest-north-\yest. 

The ri nr con tin ues almost parallel to the lake and em pties into it on 
the east side about thirty miles from its north end, rUllning out a~':lill on 
the opposite side some distance farther north. 

Lake Mistassinis, or Liti!,.' :\listassini, is 'loont fir, y miles from north
east to south-west, lying parJ.l1el to the great lake, and is from 011,' to eight. 
miles wide, six mil,>,-; heing 11ear the ayerage breadth. 

We passed dO'wn the east side to Hear the 8onth-\yht end, where we 
crossed, and, follo\Yill~' a port:lg\> route through 1\"'0 small lakes about fom' 
miles long ill al1, thus reached lake jlistassini aL a point about thirty miles 
to the north ea,,;t of the Hnusoll Bay post. By pa'<si!lg" down thl' past shore 
we arrived at the post on December 23rd, thus fitlishill~' a long and diffiunlt 
tramp on snow-shoes, haying walked for the la:-;t tt'll days of the jOlUlll'Y 
on very [,:hort rations, \'\' i ih the thermollle leI' ranging to tort y d"~Te\'~ 

below zero. 

Shortly after our arrinl, I made arrangements with :\Ir. Miller, the 
gentleman in char~,~ of the post, by which I ohtained quarters in his house, 
and there set up the instruments and took regular meteorological obselTa
tions during the month of J anuarv. At the end of this time, having had 
seyeral disagreements with Mr. Bignell regarding the operations of the 
party, I determined to return to Ottawa, and haying arranged with Mr. 
Miller to continue the meteorological observations during my absence, I left 
on the 2nd of February, accompanied by two men whom Mr. Bignell was 
sending to Lake St. John with letters. On leaYing 1he post we proceeded 
to the south-west end of the lake, crossing the height of land near that 

point, and, after traversing several small lakes, reached a branch of the 
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Chief river, followed it to its junction with the Chamouchouan river, and 
continued down the latter, reaching Lake St. John, February 21st. 

Two hcayy snow storms occurred while we were on the way, making 
the ,valking so difficult that our tent and sheet-iron stove had to be aban
doned, and we were obliged to sleep in the snow for more than a week. 

The coun try passed through is yery similar to that seen on the Peri· 
bonka river and is described by Mr. W. McOuat in his report on the Mis· 
tassini rirt'r (report of progress, G<,ological Sun-ey, 1871-7~). 

Since Mr. :Me( )uaf~ exploration, the country has been wholly burned 
over and few dumps of green woods remain. 

LAh.E :\LI~TASSI;\,I -The first person who has left any written account 
of his explorations of Lake Mistassini wa~ Pere Charles Albanel, a Jesuit 
missionary, who crossed it, in 1672, on his way from Lake St. John to 
Hnd~Oll Bay, which he reached by descending the Rupert river. 

The follo"Ting al'l'oun t (,f his exploration is taken from the " Relations 
des Jesuites dans la Nouvelle France," vol. iii, pp. 49-50, entitled" Voyage 
de la Mer du Nord par terre, et la decou verte de la Baie de Hudson. Mission 
de ~aillt Frallyois-Xayier. ('Il 11jil et 1672. Pere Chas. Albanel " ; 

Le 18 (June) nous entrasmes dans Ie grand Lac des ~Ii8tassiriniens. qu'on 
tient estre si grande qu'il faut vingt joms de beau temps pour en faire Ie 
tonI'. Ce lac tin' son nom des rocbers dont il est remply, qui sont d'une 
prodigieuse gro"scur ; ij y a quantite de tres belles iles, du gibier, et du 
poisson de tonte pspece. II'S orignaux, les ours, les caribous, Ie porc-epic, et 
les castors y sont en abondall('p. Nous avions deja fait six lieues au travers 
des iles qui l'entrecoupe1lt, guand j'aperyue comme une eminence de terre 
d'anssi loin q 1W la veue se pent estendre ; ie demandai a nos gens si c'estoit 
vel'S ('et endroit qu'ils nous falloit aIler? Tais-toy, me dit nostre guide, ne 
Ie regarde point, si tu ne veux peril'. 

" Les sauvages de toutes ces contrees s'imaginent que quiconque veut 
traverser ce lac doit se soigneusement garder de la curiosite de regarder 
cette route, et principalement Ie lieu olll'on doit aborder, son seui aspect, 
disent-ils, cause l'agitation des eaux, et forme des temp estes qui font transir 
de frayeur Ies plus assures." 

The above is all that Pere Albanel has written concerning the lake, and 
as he must hr.ve crossed only the southern end on his way to the Rupert 
river portage, he could speak only by hearsay of the remainder of the lake. 
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He probably obtained his idea of the lake, and tIll' number of days required 
to make the tour, from the Indians Ii \-ing around it, and, if they were not 
more truthful than their present descenoants now an', thpir tpstirnoll~
was not to be relied on. Six leagues is allont ill!' di,.;t.\lll'P he would haYI~ 

had to trayel down the south-enst bay before rpal'hing the islands off the 
point, at the present crossing placl', and here the i,sJ,\lIds aI',' ahnut six: miles 
distant from either shores. He could not haY\~ remained long at Mistas,.;ini, 
as he arrind at lake Nemiskau, onthe RUJwrl riypr, Oll JUll!' ~.;th, and six 
days are required to canoe the di&tance. 

The name ~Iistassini i" formed from two AI!:),'onquin words" mist a, " 
signifying big, and" as:;ine, " a stone; and is so called I)\','au",' of the large 
boulders of gnpis<; stre\Yn along the \Yest sh,m's, 

Lake Mistassini is a long and narrow body of water, slr .. khinQ- from 
north-east to south-west, with a ]wJ'<'I'ptible "nrn~ h,'1 \\"1"'11 the "I1(is, til<' 
('oncayi! y of the curYe heing to\\'ards till' south-I'a,.;t. It Ii,'''; IIl'1 ween ~_ 
latitude ;)0 0 and ;')1 0 :24', \\T. longitude 7~" --1.-,' to 74° ~II'. TIl<' length, ill a 
straight line het\Y"l'll til<' extrpmitil's of the norrh-"a"t and south-,,?.,! hay:;, 
is nearly one hUlldi-ed miles, the :werage breadth ot' thl~ main body being' 
about twelve miles. At either end of th,' lal\:t', a lOll!.,!' point :;tn'kItes out, 
diyiding the ends into t\\""o (Jeep b:\y,~, Between th,) point:;. and s\"'millgly 
a continuation of them, is a long ,'hain of rOI'k~- islands. ",hi.'h, by 0",,1'

lapping each other, almost di\-ide the lak,~ intO two p Ids, so that a \'i,~w of 
the opposite side is rarely obtained in~'()ill!"!' around th., shore. ,\ slight 
del:rl'a~e in till' present l\~\-,'l of the Lke \\r,Jldd n'sult ill th" 1)J'()llndion of 
two :-<l' para tt' lakes, as th,~ water I lI't W,'I 'n t hi' i,;l;lIHb is qui to· shallo,,- and 
forms a contrast in this l'<'s[,ed with th,' ~'l"'lt depth h,·tWI·I'll th,' islands 
and shore on either side. Here the lak,~ is yery deep, an i:;oiated soundill!.,!', 
made in crossing, hayin!.;· g-iyen :~7--11't'et at a point which, I \\';1S informpd. 
was not the deepest part of the lake. 

The bay at thl' south-ea&t end of the lake is ,'ailed A]'atag'lJu"h. This 
bay, sixteen miles from its mouth, is ag'ain di,·ided bV a long point into 
two other hays. About four miles from I hi' end of this point, and on it, 
the Hudson Day post is situated. 

The eastern part, called Cabistachuan bay, runs slightly east of south, 
in an irregular conrse, for about tweh-e mile'S, tit .. Little l"'reh riYer comill!.?,' 
in at its head. The western part is much largo,>r and more irrt'gular. It 
stretches south for sixteen miles, a small rin'l' from lake ,Yakilliche falling' 
into it at that distance. A side branch of the bay runs to the \wstwarcl for 
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upward" of ten miles. The !2'~'neral width of "'~]Jata!2'onsh bay is one and 
one-half miles. The :,outh-west, or Poonichaun bay, for a distance of twenty 
miles from it-; entran,"', has an a\-,'rag" breadth of ahout fh-e miles. It~ 
"hore" are ]JrUkell by smalkr hays, and its surface is co,-ered \yjth islands. 
yaryins' hom six miles long', hy one and one-half wide, to mt're boulders. 
After thl' first b,yenty mi),'~, the hay llarrO\Y" to an a,-erage br":l,]th of ]""s 
than lIne-halt mile, and continn,':-; in :1 sonth-\\'p,'.;t"rl \' "ourse for a long' dis
tant'l', as the \:'nd \\'as not r"<lched al'ter :l,.;.·,'nding· it fonrteen mil",;, Th\' 
Indians .":Iy that a lur!.:,' rin'r ,'lllpties into the lake at the Iwad of this bay, 
The ll"rT h·,'a."t and north-\\'L'st bays are 1l0t so deep as the southern Olles ; 
the di8talH'e lr"lll the end or the point to the month of the Pal'asqntsatel' 
l'iyeI', a large ",tream l'omin!.:' in at the head of the north-west bay, 1Jeing 
fittpen miles, with an ayenl!.:'l' breadth uf rather more than four miles, From 
the mouth or tIlt' Toqnac)(u ri,-er, which enters the north-east bay at it,,; 
head, to the ,'lld of tIll' poillt, the distall<'e is nilleteen miles, the aY,·rag',: 
breadth jJl'in!.:' 1lIld,'r j~Hll' mi;('s, Dy this rin~r a canoe route !.:',ws to the 
Hudson Bay JI""t. called :\i.tchieoon, sitnated Oil a ]J]',lll..Jl of the Eetst .\Iain 
riYel', to the north·t'ast. This sir"am falls rapidly dnrin~' the dry season, 
ht'in~' an PX'('ldion to the otlwr rin']'s running' mto the lake, which, takil1~' 

their ri",' in lar!.:'" lak\:'8, are !lot greatly affected by local rainfall. 

Beside those ahon' referred to, the lar!:u' riYer flowillQ' out of lake 
Tt'mi""Hltlil'. and pas"ing through Lake ~Ii"tas."inj, enters the lake 011 the 
('a~t side about t\Y('nty wiles from tIl<' head of the north-east bay. J.lmost 
di1't!dly opp""ite this l'iY!'r, on the Wt.'st side, a smaller str,'am, called tIlt' 
,rabassinon l'iYel', ,'lltl'!,S. 

The shor ... oj' the Ld;", I." indl,nted 1)\' a numher of smaller hay", and 
many i"lnJHh al:.;o ()('l'lH ~doJl!':' its ma r!.:'i II , 

Th.· shur('s of the lake al'<~ lDu:-,tly l':wk~-, with no marshes or beach, a 
i~lct acconnting fur th,· ah"'ll('e of any STl'at numb,,]s of wading; birds or 
g),~llllina""on." ducks. Th(' '\'I.·"tt'rn bank ri"es from thirty to sixty feet 
a Lul'l' tIll' ,., n)'f~" ',' "I the ,,,at er, and is in In all y pI aces perp<llldicnlar. The 
"d"tern bank i,~ not so ,'leyated, and )'i~,'" more !.:TaLlnally. 

To the ~onth of }Il,,;tn."."ini, and rnnning Ilorth of east, is a ri.ke (II 
hill" iorl1lill!.:' :11\ I',;"arpm('nt :Ihuut ;300 !'\'I't high, and constituting' the 
lwight (If land ]),..t\\-",'II the wat"],.,, flo\\'illg' to the St. L<1\\'r"I\('(' and tho"" 
drainillg to Hudson Day, alld the cliyision liue between the pro\'ince of 
queh",' ana the :\urlh-East Territory. To the' llorth is another ranQ'e, pa",,
jng' \yithiu ten miles of the lakl', and trending am:ty to the weshnl~·d. The 
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hiO'hest of these hills does not rise more than ;ji)U f\!et aboye the levd of the 
/:) 

lake. 

The country in the yicillity of the lake is gl'IH'l"<l11y sli!2:htly rolling, 
with rounded hills, riEing from thirty to sixty !",'I't ahoye the w:lt,'r, and 
intersperEed with numerous small lakes alld marsh,,:.:. 

As will be seen from the following summary, ,'nlllpilt·d from the daily 
ml'lu;IU](.gi('alolJ",elTations taken at the Hndi"ou Day post 011 :'Iif>tassini, 
which are giY€ll in detail ill App,'ndix (II), th,' climate unfit:.: the :,nlTound
ing Coulltry for purpo~es of a~Ti"llltln," as frosts o(','ur during eycry month 
except July. 

I am told that the season of 18~5 was a good ayeraQ'" of the ,.jimate 
here, except that the rainfall ,,,as excessi,"e. 

.JIII\O'. I ,11l1}. : ,1111,(\1'1. 

:\Il'an temperature .. 18.5 IHI I Ol.!l :l.-).3 I:! :; .1 .• \ .~)!I. !I ,-,i; 7 

Iliglll"( tCIIlIll'rntUl'l'. 16 :;!I 35 ,-d :-;,-) 7!J 71; ;q 

Lowl':-:-t 1<:nlpCl'atUl'L'. -5G -!G -!i 1!1 0.-'; :)11 3!l 31 

)Ionthl,' range. .... .. 
I 

j~ ~,) S:.! \,' " !!I :17 .r,o 

::\k<lll nHtxiJllunl temperature, I -05.1 11.1 lli.l.; :-;0.6 :,;; I; Ii; 7 1;7 II lir; \ 

)It'an minilllunl t(,lll111'rat lll'l' - 3l.u ! -09.~ I, II 11i II :!!1.3 ::!I I ·J!I ,~ 4.'5. i 

)Iean d;dly ra1lg"t'. :lti ,-) ~U.:; 3! ,; (J.I; ~1.3 :!.-'.3 17.2 'I" I 

Ul"".1l1LtH! direction of wind .. 

I' 13 HI 13 

I I~ IG 1!1 I IG \~ I~ 9 

IX. I:, E. X. 5tj" KI X. 71" K :\, ~II" \':'iX.1,'''\\'.,'', ,"I" "'. S. III" \\',(:'1;7" 'Y. 

Ii :?o '21 Xumbel' of day< rain .. 

::\ullIbl'l' of day< snow ..... . 

XUlllbCi" of fair dn~·:.... 

----

Snow co,"e1'S the ground about the middle of October and remains 
until late in May, aJl the smaller lakes being frozen oYer during; that time. 

The main body of Lake Mistassini is an exception, as, owing to its (l"pth 
and consequent slow change of temperature, it dol'S not !'!"'lIl'rally freeze 
oyer before lJel'pmber :;lJth, alld opens a l'\)npl" or weeks later than the 
other lakes in spring. 

During the summer months, the sky is clouued a f'reater part of the 
time, accompanied by drizzling lains and heavy thunder storms. The soil of 
the country on~rlyil1g' th,' limestone basin 011 and about Lake ~Ii:,;b:,;sini 
js a sClndy loam with clay subsoil, and would yield good crops jn a morn 
favorable climate. 
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()n the malll body of the lah, and to the northward. the summer 
~"~I~()ll is shorter alld "older th:Ul in the \-i"inity of the post. During tht' 
month of July, th., 10\0" lanus borderin~' the lake were frozen solid within 
one loot of the surt'a"t' in all places where the tree~ Were at all dense. This 
markf'd difference is undouhktlly uue to the proximity to such a large body 
"j' ,'old waleI', which 10\Y"r,~ the ~','Ilt·r.d temperature of the air durin!.!' the 
"-~l1'l!l,'r portions of the ye~In', TIJl'.'<oil oyerlyiw.!' thl' Laurentia~l gneisses 
and ~,·hi,.t~ i,. li,!.!ht ~t1Id ,.andy, olll~- a thin IaY"r S"'nerally resting on these 

At the Hudsoll l:"y pn,,,!. the 1110"t fayorable point on the lake for 
~1~Ti,'ulture. a po(,r ,']'op of potato",; is rai"".l ~-e;ll'lr. They are small, as the 
tn],,; arp always frozt-'Il hefort> l't'al'hill~' maturity. In the spring, as soon as 
the fl\J~t \ya,.; out of the ~Tonnd, I so\\'ed garden lwas, beans, corn and 
tnrni!," nil An~'n"t :;llth, tIlt' lwa" WI'l't' bt·ginning to fill the pods, the 
1walls W"j'(' in lIower, and tIll' "orn only ,·iSht.·i'lI inches abo\-e the ground; 
(h,' (ulIlip" alone \\,,)'t. ,~TI)\\ill~' lIi,·"ly. I llt'li"n' that lJarky has been sown 
hel'" 11llt would not ripI'll. A l\dl list of trl'e'" anu plants, with their 
d],.tri1mli('11. i" :.!.i\,·n in appl'ndix (I) hy' :\Ir Jlacoull, and I will only add 
that 110 tim1wr "j' ,'omm,'ITial \'aln.· \\':1" """ll near the lake. 

('''Y'·lill!.!: the higlwr gTound. at the sonthern end, ,,,hite sprnce, poplar. 
l.:d~:llll. "I'rw',' and whit., birdl trees Wl're found, some of which ha\-e a 

(liampj"r of pi~,dJl""1l ill"I1l''', tIm·" 1~'1't from the g'J'olUld. The swamps are 
. "",'l'I,d with a thick !.!l'O\Yth ,,1' small-"iz"11 bla,'k "]1ru.·,' and tamarac. and 
tlw ~ll1all ~1l'I':I:; of lJUl'l],'d land ~11',> ~"'Il,'r:tlh' ..]ad ,,-ilh a "",'ond-,~ro\y(h of 

lLllbi:m pine. 

:\II'. :\LWUilll. in hi" 1"'1'"] t, :II"" ~'i\-,'" a li~t of tit" Lil'lb found about 
the Jakie', The \\"at,,},:, ,,1 .Jli,~t;l""iili :111(1 all thl' adjoinin~' 1.1},~'" lakes are 
full of lisl!. The prin"ipal kil\(b are lake trout, ri'.-er trout, white fish. 
pib.'. pi,'!;:erel. alit! :;\l.'b'r, all ot' la}'~'" "iz,! and Jine quality, Th,'''e fisheries 
",,,nIt! I,,· of "tJll:;;iderabl" comml'r"ial yalth'. if a""'.'"" could Ill' had to them 
l,y raihY~1y' 

Fi,.h i" the "hief art:"lp 01 lood of the Indians around the lake. During' 
tilt' "l'a\\,llin~' :;"a"on in the antumn, \"hen t h,' lish ,'orne into the shallow 
\\'~t!l'r, l:lrg" nUlllllt'r,.; are ,'ang-liI in Hl't;.;. then cleaned and "illuk,·d for tllt' 
"illt,'r snpply, In the \yint"],, the fi:,eh ~Ir,· "all(.!,'ht 011 hoob throu~h holes 
in the in'. The Hudt;on nay ('ompally'" peopl:, a]:;o catth and sal't a large 
quantity. 



GENERAL DESCRIPTION OF THE RUPERT RIYEIt-As the joul'lley from 
Lake Mistassini to Rupert House 'was hurried, and conseqnently large areas 
of country were passed oyer in a short space of time, I will, in the follow
ing, giye extrads from my daily journal ell route: 

A ugust 2~lId.-l\Ir. Macoun and myself left the IIllJ" ':1 ILly pn-;t at 
::\listassini at 4 p. m, in a large canoe, with ten lllt'll p~Hhllill~', aUtl ':~\lnpl',l 

for the night at the" Big Karrowl'i," eight('l'll miles from th,' l'",.;t. 

August, :2;J]'(l.-St~utt'd at daybreak, awl cn',,;sl'd tll· lak,· til tlli' Wl'st 
side. proceeded up the shore to Portage bay, distant tl'n mill'''; from the 
outlet of the riYer. Ht're, passing oyer a 1o,,, rocky ridge, b~' :t port:tg'(' t\\'o 
hundrEd yards long, we entered thp nupert rin'l' and d"s'Pll'l>!J it a ,li,.;
tance of ten miles, in a "OlHSl' of N. 11i" "r., til a short plll't.I~···, "I'c)'f;iIlQ
a long point, mad,' to ayoid heay)' rapids ill till' riYer. CanllH'd on the 
portage. 

The outlet of Lake .Jli"tassilli is about Olll' hHlulred yanb wid,·. Illlnh'
diately below this, the rin-r spreads out and forms lllllJl"]'I)IlS chanllel" 
between the islancls with whi,·h it is con·red. The rin'r i" ;o;u '·lIn-l',·d, all,1 
has a breadth yarying from one quarter to two miles, a,.; fIr as the last pur
tage. The surrounding ,'011lltry is almost fiat, with low, rounded hilb, 
neyer exceeding fifty feet ele~'ation aboye the lewl of the rinr. The 
timber is principally hlad\: 8pruC~ and white birch, with poplar, tamarac 
:md Eank::-ian pine, all of foo;mall sizp. n(y,'r hayill~' a dianwtt'r "x"eedin~ 
six inches, three feet flOm the grolllld. Ti1lJ1Jl'r burllt near tIll' l",rlag" 

August ~4th -Con tilllwd dOWll th(· riypl'. Illl\\' IJnIT(),,,ill,~' to:1 bn'adth 
yarying from 0111' hundred ymd" to 01le mil(·, ha\'ilJ~' a ,wift 'HII('llt, with 
several small rapids w hi('h ~Irp r~1i'·~(·d 1,)' 1 IIlt::g(,.; ill :1:-' "Il(lill~ lhe ri\'(·r. 
The riYer continnes full of ~Illall ro(,ky isl:llidl'i Di~Lllj('.· tra\'(']], d to-day 
thirty miles in a general nor therly cour~e. The cOHlliry pa,,~,·d i" llot ~o Hat 
as yestenla)" some hills rising from st'Yenty-fi,"e to 0111' hnndr.~d fl'et abo\'" 
the riYer. The preyailing timber is black I'pruee, birch, Rallbi:I)1 pille and 
tamarac, all of small size. 

The greater part of the south-we"t side has ])('('11 ]Iurnt awl is "O""lI',l 

with a Sl"'OIlLl growth of white birch. The nOl'th-PHst S]tul'l' is unburnt, and 
black spruce predominates. 

Heayy galt', from the west, with showers of rain, all day, making it 
yery cold and disagreeable to traveL 
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~[)th .-COll tin ned GO\\' n the ri ,'er ele,'en miles to lake ~Ii:,;!.;:i tteno,Y, 

through the ea8t end of which the ri,er flows. 

This lake is seyen miles long, course 'Yl'f't, with an ayerage breadth of 
one and olle-half milt's. Oll tIll' north side of the west end is a hill of about 
thlee hUlldrcd feet ,·l,·"alion, forming a conspi,-nons land-mark and called 

:Mi ~Littt'IJO'Y motllJtain. 

Lpa\'ing t 1J" rinr, WI' pas:-;"d to the upper end of the lake, and th"11('e, 
by a l)/Irb~'" of 1, \1111 yanb, to lake Kanataikow. Passing through this 
lake, whidl is ycry ('1'ookell, for nine mih'~, we I'fossl'cl a portage, one 
quarter mile lon~', to a small lake .-alled Kakomellhane, and then through 
it tIm'" mill's to tlw porta~'" at the opposite end, where ea mp was made for 
tIlt' night. G,,'lleral \.·onr~" of trayel for the day, ?\ 55 0 W. The country 
pas~I'd through was rou!_dll'r than yebterday, with rounded hills rising hom 
onE- to three hundred f,·,·t all""" the generalle\"el.. 

Th,' tim bel' l'()Il~ist. or :,;mall spruce, b irch, BalJk~jan pinc and tamarac, 
mostly of Sl"'ond growth. 

~6th.-Ldt ":llUP at llayhreak, and, cW"sillg the portage, ~;-)O yards 
lon~. pntert'd "-abistan lal,t', the hl'ad of the }'IartL~n hraneh of the Rupert 
riYer. W .. followed this lake "i~'ht miles to its onll"t lly a small brook 300 
yards long', then ac!'us,.; a :,;m:lll lake Olle and :lll uarter mile, allU down the 
rin'r 1\1'0 and a-quarter mill's, to another small lake, and on through lake 
:\11)1;,-ho\\,-as-took for thirll"'1l mil,·s. Thence through o;eYl'n slDall lakes 
conll"'·t .... l by the ri\- .. r. Total di~l:tIl,·'·, fort~--s\·\-'·l1 mil.·,;; dir"l'ilOll, N. GOo 
\r. Tim]".r Yt'ry small ,tlill 1ll"~II~' of Sl'('Ol1d-g'l'o\\,th Bank"i~lll pine. with 
hlack sl'rw'" and lJin·h. 

:2itlt.-Continued down tIl\' }.I:trten ri\'''r, pl:-.sing thrl',' small lakes ill 
thirteen miles to Ja.·"b·s 1a].;:,·. and through it 1'11.'\-"11 mil,·s. Its shon's are 
burnt and ,·O\'t'n'u with ];l1'C!." boul.lprs. From here dowll the riYer ten 
mil,·s to Robert's lake. campill:!' at its outlet, lii'e mi!...s from the inlet. TohJ 
distalll"\ forty miles; 1'0lll'S'\ X. \Y. The country \"a_~ flatter than yt'sterday, 
no hills exceeding one hundred and fifty f"d .·j,·\'ation_ ;,Iuch more burnt 
land was ."'('en than on pr('\'ions day:;. The timber wa_~ \','1'\' small, no trees 
exceedi11!_~' six in,· h"" in diam..t "I', th ree !'o.p( from thl' grollll~l. and consIsted 
prilll'ipally of black sprul'\'. A few "mall balsam-spruce were Sl't'n on the 
low rhl'r bank during the at'tl·rnoon. 

:28th.-Hp<lYY J'Ju~t last ni~·ht. Trai'elled all day on the Marten riYer, 
passillg through four Jab's, called respectiyely, Ka-\\"E'-wat-in-ou, Te-say-
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kow, Cooper's and Gull; also made porta~'t-'s past seyeral &lllall rapids ill 
the riYer. Total distance, thirty six mill>s; diredion, ~, \V. UOLlntry 
flatter than yesterday, and densely -wooded with black ,;prn,'p and f;l.marac, 
'with little birch. NCit much burnt land. Soil poor alld,;wampy or h;)]'" 1'0"1\:· 

:2!lth,-Continued dowll the :'hrb>ll Rin~r, pa~~illg fi-\-,~ stnlll chllt,>,,; 
by porta2'es, the aggregate fall in scyen teen mi1,·s being 011" h u nIL ,>d arid 
ten feet. 

Here the :'Iarten enters tIlt' Rupert rn-,>r. P.I",~ing (11)'.'-1\ th,· Rllp"rt, 
which hpre has all aypr~lg'l' hleadth of one-half mil\'. the Xilt'hi"()t1)1 branch 
was p.lssed, two and a half miles below, 

Dr this riYer the canOL'S bound fen' the Hudson Bay post:\t \fitchicoon, on 
the East Main ri,-er, lea,-e the RuplJrt. and reach that ri\-,>r throw~'h a "y,;tem 
oflakps similar to that pnssed on tlll' ~L\l'ten. 

Contilluil1g' down tIll' Rupert, with a swift current, 1'0r ,;ix mil,'s, ;t 

fall and rapid of t\Hllty feet is pas>'l>d by a P()rt;I!.',·'~ on,~-half milt' lOll!!,'; 
thence th,~ riYer runs ",ith a swift cnrrent tluel> mil,'s, to the ent rail"" or 
lake X em iskan. l'a,;"i 112' c]o\yn the lake ,·i!.','h t III ii"", \\-,' ,,;tlll[wcl on a small 
island, -where the Hudson Bay ('olllpany han) stored ~t supply "I' pro\-isions 
for the Indians wintering in the vicinity. The country p;\,;,;ed through 
to-day \yas mn"h lowt'r than y,>"tt'rcby, being' nearly Hat; th" timh 'r much 
the same, with more s,-'cond-growth birch and poplar of small ,;iz.·. Lake 
Nemi~kau is rsilted up by the detritus h]'ou~ht down by tIll' ri,-,'r for a 
distaw'e of two miles h"yond wlwl't, w.~ l'am[Wll. and i,; !'\uHal't,~rizl'd by 
low islands and saud-hank". clad with willow-hush and r'>"lb, through 
which a channel half a mile wide runs. 

30th.-Proceeded down th1 t-lk., to an ,'n"all1[lIllI'llt of Indiall" from 
Rupert House, who were ,>n~'~l~·,·d netting and ,;mokill!.',' rsm tIl "t\lI'~"'on for 
winter use, Left again at ~;)I) p. m., and fo11ow".1 til<' north-ea,;t 11:1:>- :-;ix 
and a half miles to the small dischar~·e. 

Lake Nemiskau is made up of three deep bay,..;, forming a\:-; l'~lt'h 

being about fifteen miles long, \"iih an a\·erag'tl brealth of threw miles. 
The Rupert ri,·er flows in by the south-east hay and out again ~lbont half 
way up the north'east, ha,-illg two outlets, the Ltr!.;·,·r being several miles 
farther north than the smaller. A br~'e riyur Hows into the south·-west 
bay, and forms the canoe rOllte to ,Va,;hwanuby, a Hudson Bay post on the 
Notaway river. Several other large streams flow into the lake. 
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The surrounding country is comparati,Tely flat, being highest to the 
~nnth-\yest. where the hills probably hu,-e an elevation above the water of 
2111) h'et. To the north and east is much lower and swampy. The waters of 
the lake are shallow. 

Perl' Albanel S:1YS, in the nelatiol1s de" Jesnit.·s, that ten day...; are 
rtquired to make a circuit of the lake, and that it is surrounded by high 
mountain;.;, forming a :-,,'mi-"ir..ll' from south to north, 

Le<wing by the smaller discharg,,, we descended it two miles to a 
portage 600 yards long', past a rapid and fall of forty feet. Camped at t.he 
end of portage, Th,' timlwr Iyas slightly better than ye~terday, with blulb 
of poplar and bin'h along the lake, and no burnt land, 

:nst.-Uontinuing' down stream, the main discharge was reacb8d by a. 
purtage one-quarter mile long, past a rapid with ten feet of fall, distant fuur 

and one-half miles from I'amp: tht' general ('0\11':;1' from lake Nemiskau tu 
this point l)t'ill~' N, 211 0 \\T, TIll' rinr lInw runs with a swift current, and 
small rapids, tWt'lIlr-six miles, in a COurSl' X, ;jil C' \V. to t.he Oatmeal fall. 
This. lib, the otlll'r Edls on the ri \'1'1', ,'ollsish of a chutt', with heayy rapids 
at th,' bottom, 

The Oatm"al fall is pa'isl·J by a portage one and a quarkr miles long, 
Belo\y it. at a distallL"<:! of t \YO and three quarter miles, anoth~r fall, thirty
fi\'e feet lli:":'h, calii'd the White Dea\'er, entails a further portage of half-a
mile, nt'yond thIS. the ri\','r Jlow~ rapidly fur Sj\Ten and a-half miles to 
when' ,\'1.' camped for the Ili~'ht. 

Till' ,'olmtry passed was yery Hat, until the O.ttlueal £:tIl was reat:h8d, 
bl'low which lh.· ri\"er Hows in a \'all,'~', betwl!,'n banks from thirty to Jilly 
fed hi~'h, c\bon· thi::; no distind yalley wa~ Olhl·lTed. The timber becomes 
Jar:,;,'r <lnd better a~ \\"L' Jl's,','nd, and no burnt woods w'.m' Sl'en, ex,ept on 
the portag'es anJ lJ'~t "'I'I'n the ( latmeal and \Vhit., De~ln'r falls. 

:'t>ptember ht. - l'ro'·t',:,dill!.!,' down tlv ri\'er, Iwt\\·,'en b'1nks from 
twenty to fifty feet hi!:!'h. for :-ix miles, the Jirst portaQ't' of "The Fours" V\as 
It·ached. This portage, three-quarters of mile long, pa:;.;·'s a 11 .. :1\'y rapid 
and fall of fifty fed, Une-half mile below is the s'l'ollll portage, 0\-81' a 
ehutL' of :-t'I'l'llty-fiye l"ed; then three-quart"r::; of a mile tt) the third chute 
01 fifty fL'd, pI"s,·.l by a porLt~'I' uf half a mile and down IWilYY rapids to 
the bd portage. oyer rapids with a fall of thirty Jt'd in a quarter of a mile 

The conntry was higher tv day and tht' soil bdter. The timber was 
much larger, Balsam-poplar was first seen since lcavin!:!" :JIistassini, also 
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balsam-spruce, with the exception of a few tret>s on the Marten ri '-er men
tioned above. White spruce, haying a diameter of twenty in~hes, three feet 
from the ground, was obseT\Ted on the portages at " The Fours". Very Ii ttle of 
the timber is bul'llt. The country seems to be descending" in a sprip~ of low 
terrU('e!', similar to those seen on th,' I>hores of the ~L Lt\\"I'('w:e ri'-'_'1"; each 
fall on the Rupert being' caused by the passage of the ri ,-er o\-er an escarp

ment. 

September ~lld. - For seyen miles the river Hows with a ltl{J(ll'rate 
current, with one small rapid, three-quarters of a mile long. to tIlt' Sllek:l";}\ 
portage, one and a quarter mile long, passing a rapid and ciluteofsev.-'llty
five feet. Beyond this, the moderate current continues for tell' miles, WIWll 

another chute of twenty teet is passed by the Cat porta~·t-'. one quarter mil\~ 
long. The ri,-er then again flo\\'s steadily fur eleyen mill'S to another rapid 
of twenty feet, where we camped. A~ far as the Cut portac;"\ the ri \'1'1" Hows 
hetween clay banks from twellty to forty re,'t high, d,·I1,.;,·1 y \\'ouued with 
large poplar and white spruc~; b,·low thi!', the Coulltry 1"'calll" nry Hat 
and swampy, covered \"ith small black sprure, talllara,· and S,~c"!ltl·growth 
poplar. General course trayelled during the day, ~. 711 .... W. 

3rd.-Started early to-day, rUllning the Plum·Pudding" rapid,olle alLd 
a-half mile long, with fifteen f~et fall, and thence two miles to Smoke Hill 
rapid, haying a fall of tWl'nty-£i\-e fl,,:t, emd passeu by a portag',: of olle mile. 
Below, the riYer runs with a mouerate "nrrent for t"1l mil,',~. ,,,hell the last 
rapid, one mile long, with ten fed fall, full of large' boulders, \Va,.; run, and 
Rupert House, one mile below, was readll'd. 

Rupl'rt House is situated at the mouth of the ri\'er, whic'h empties into 
Rupert Bay, an extension of Jallll'S' l;ay. 

At this point the ri\"er has a width of upward,.; of oue milo, anu dis
charges a yolume of water estimah·J equal to that of the (~ltawa ri,-er at 
Ottawa. 

The ('ountry bet\n'en Plum-PnddilE~' Rapid and the month of the ri\"er 
is yery fiat and swampy, cOYer"d with only a fair growth of tillllll'l', The 
soil is chiefly a hea,-)' clay, and i~ g'c'll"rally too wd aud "vld for agricul
tural purposes. 

At Rupert I-louse, garden yegetables are culti \. ;l!,',l with fair ";ll(;"etis ; 
barley is also grown, but seldom ripens owing to the shortness of the 
season and frost during the summer. At Rupert Honse onr season's ""ork 
was completed, and we hastened to return to Ottawa. ,\r e were not able 



10 ll'aye, howeyer, until the 0th. when w(~ crossed the foot of James' Bay to 
:'.]oose Factory, a distance of one hundred and t1xenty miles, in a large 
,anoe, with fo'ix men. The waler of til,· bay is \~\·r~~ shallow; so mnch so 
1 hat, when the tide is out, nothing but mud flats can be seen. 

Haying been delayed hy high winds, :Jlol),;e Factory was not reached 
llll t il the Hth. Ha ,~illg here chan!.!,\,t! onr ,'alloe for a smaller one, with 
three 11WIl, \n' started up the ~Ioo:,;e ri,'er next d'IY, and r.:>;(,'hed DI):.?,' lake, 
at the hei!.!,~)t of land, on the ~!Ith. H,·]'\' taking the Canadian Pacific 
]~ailway, ,,,e arrin'll in (ltla \\";1, Odober 2nd. 

(A,-P L()II', October, l':S:,j.) 

LI':1 \"in~' Lake ~t. .T ohn, as :111"1>;1(1 r stated. on the 10th of.J uly, we asc~nded 
the Mistassini for a hundrt·d and £lYe miles, to a point bearing N. 10" W. 
from its mouth, all,1 distant, ill a ,"tmight line, eig'hty miles. At this point 
''',. left it on the west sill ... and here also Wl' commelwed our sUlTey, the 
Mistassini ri n'r ha ,-i lJ!.!' 1J"('1l prt·\"iousl y surveyed by )11'. Blaiklock, P. L. S. 
The di:-;tance from this point to LaIn' :Jli"tas:-;illi in ;t straight line is sixtV
one mil(·,~. on a bearill!.!' ~, :011" W., although the distanc,' actually measnred 
was abont ninety mile:-;. ,,\. ~trnd;: the lakt> at the end of a long narrow 
arm, cal]",1 C'ahi"L1I'hn'1Il b,lY, and ahont nill(' mil,·s to the north-eastward 
of the s,)\1theru extremity,,]" ;\batagoush bay, \\"here ,\Ir, Hichardson's line 
,'0111\';; UPOIl it. 

The lir:;t portion "l' our snr,-,·~,-that from the '\Ii"tas"ini ri,-er to the lake 
of the "am,; name-ma~' 1", ('oIlYellient Iy di'"ided into three parts. The first 
exteJld" to the Chief )'l\-er, 1111'nti"Il"(1 in ,\Ir Richardson'" report as the main 
hralH'h of the Ashuapmouci1onan. th,~ di,;t:1nce, in a straight line, being 
hY,!nty·("ight milt·", on a bearing X, SII" "T, Hather mon' than halfway the 
line in this part nO"SI',~ the 'Y:1~"i"m,,,ka, \\"hieh appears to be nearlya<; 
hr:;',· a:-; the :Jlista:-;,ini, into \\" hieb it 11,,\\":-;, TIll' "('<'ond part is from the 
last mentioned poiut to the h"i!.!lit of land between the St. Lawrell<.'e and 
HUC~SOIl Hay \\"a t,'rs, the distc"mcl' h"i Il!.!' thirty-£l \'" miles, and the bearing 
N. :2.5"" W. The Chid riYel', about a mile above where onr line strikes it, 
divides into two branches, which are nearly equal in size. The most 
westerl y of these ,ye sun-eyed for abo,-e twen ty miles aboye the forks. 



The general course is nearly north awl south. This is als,) the ,'o\Hse 
()f nearly all the small streams, tributary to the Ashnapm 'n,·honan, b~tW2"1l 
this and the hei~ht of land, mmy uf whir:h are CI\,:,;,-;,·,1 ohli'lll'''1 y hy the 
line just defineu. Both this lin.: and [he iH'''''eJill!!,' p,l';" entirelr 01',,1' a 
LaurentLlll ,'oulltr~·. TIlt' rrJ<"ks ;Il'<~ mr).;tly 6"1',·'1. m"l·r:iI.,·I~' fill'··~'r:lilw,l. 

micaceous g'IlPi;;" with cOllsideral,te ,llrk ~:r("'11. h"rnhl"n,1i: ~·\lf·i.;.; int.·r' 
stratifh'd, usually in lay,·r,.; from one inch to a fnot thi,,];:, n.~d ~'n\'iss i, 
rarely, if el'er, ;;('en, The dip is \','ry uniformly 1':1.;1, or a littl,> SIIIUIt of I'ast, 
and till' angle of inclination is always high, thp >'tr:IL\ lJl'illg IIft"1l lll'arlr 
n~rtic:\l. Tlll'rt' i;; a \'ery llllti",'abl" "'lllll",'tioll b"hl""'ll this fad - the 
uniformly north and south strike of thl~ stl'lta-allI1 th,> !,,_"'nli:tr GI)llforma
tion of the surface. Ol'd' the whole regioll from th: ~[i,t:l-;,ini ril'pr to th:> 
height of land, and t\Yo or three miles h 'r"Il,l it, as Ltr a<; it I'ould b' S"Cll 

from our line of tmYerse, the snr[ll'" is t)roken b\' 10\\', llarro\\, rill~·".; run
ning' nearly north and south, or a little east of north and \\,,·~t of south. 
Th,~"p ri,l~',",'i an' seldom !n1)\'I' than th\'l'" hundrl'l and ,d'l"ll not lllilr~ th lit 
one hundred feet abo;'" the g·('neralle\','l. Th,- dil'l'I',ion of th~ ri\'er:-; ,g' '11"

rally conforms with this arrangement, and the ~m~tll ,~trl'clllH fuull,l ill all 
the valleys fre(luently I'xpall,l inl.) LIb,s from a (llarter t" lull' a mile wide 
and perhaps sen'r~tl mile~ long. These are so nnlllr'l'''ll~ that from the top 
of Frog mountain, a hill rising to a heig'ht of abl)ut :;,-'11 l>d, all,l situ lb'll 
about the middle of the second of the two linl'-; r(liel'l'eci to, I "lll1llted 
up\\"arJs of forty of them within a mdills of six: ur ,'i~'llt mi)",;, 

The remaining ,li"tanl'" from th(~ height of bllil ttl Llk" ~[i"t\"silli i,-.: 
the last of the th1'l,'" parts into \\"hidl the \\'h,))" ,'xpl"r:ltory lillI' is cli\'jll"ll. 
Th,~ disi:lllt"" in a strai~,'ht lilli', is only H,'e and a h tlf miL,;;, :tllli till' haar
ing- N. fjUO ,V, The ridge fonnill:.!,· the watl'r,~Ili'll i,.; about t,'n ,'hai!ls wid", 
and, whl"l'l' we 'To~s,'d i:, i,,, a small lah~ on <,al·1t "i,l", that Oil the south
ea~t :;ide discharging by a stream whi"h is tribuLLry to the Ashllapmoll
chouan, and the other sending' a "Illltribution tp Hupert's ri\'8r through 
Lake :JIistassini. TIll'S,> two "m~tlilakes aI',' nl'arl\' on the S:lllll' It'\'e! and 
only sixty feet lo,,yer than the higlwst p<trt of the' di \'iding ricl~e. "r t' 
descellcl"d to within a mile of Lake jli,d,Jssini bY' a sm:lll rapi'l ";.111311 Littlt, 
Perch river. Abont three miles from the lake, thi" ,';( rl',\1ll falls :Ib ,nt ,,,jxt)' 
feet oyer an ('sl'arp:n"llt f'al'in~' to the north-\\',';i( alld o\"'rlooking' a com
paratiyely 113,"131 trad of country, extending in that clire",tion ;\'i far as the 
eye can reach. The roek in this escarpment is gr .. y g'lll"iss, similar to that 
already described, and clipping about. S. 6.5° E. .50". :ibont a mile to the 
westward, and within about two miles of the lake, hard bluish'grey lime-
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stones are met with. These art' the flat limestones of Lake ~Iistassini, men
tioned in ~1r. Richardson's report !lS the> northernmost of the three Slh'C<:'S

"il"e groups of rocks crossed hy his exploratory line. 

Ahout mid-\yay hdween the last exposure of gneiss and the first of 
limestone, a di:-;taw'e, as already stated, of ahout a milt', there are some 
small exposures of:1 1"I'ddish f,·lcbpathi,· rock, aPP:ll"t'ntly of a br\,,:<·iated 
.:·harac!t·r, with calcan'ons :",jams, and showi)]~' a considerable amonnt of a 
dull gT""ll f'katiti,' milH'ral. This rod\: o'Tnpies as nearly as pmsible the 
positioll in whit h aile mi~ld t'xlwd to met't with ~Ir. Hi,·hardson's second 
~')nup, which illdude:-: tIlt' coppl'r·l)l'a]"ill~· ~!rata and may l",::,pre>;ent some 
of the ,·oll!.d'llllt'r:\tr·S of tlt:l! ~TOUp; but, if it tI,) .,.; not, no rocks of that 
sL·ri,·~ \\'''1''::' oh",·r\"ed. Nothill~' wa," seen at all like the chloritic slates of 
lakes ('hil)()~'''l!l(jll allll 'Yakinitch,·", which, 011 the former Iakl', }Ir. 
Hichaldson found to contaiu impOltant dt'posit,-; of copper ore, 

TIll' f'urnys (lll I.:d, .. }Ii:-t:l~"illi C'Ollstitute the second of the two diYi
:-iolls illto whi"h our ""a:-()ll',~ work natnrally Ui\'id,·s i(:-,·Jf. We measlll',·,l 
,,11 tllii-; lab· '\ ,'oast Jill"' of ahout :\ hundred and 1it't~' mil,·s, in,'J~1,li!l!.:\' no 
hays l"i-;~ than :t miL· ill width. The main body oi' th ... !:Ike \Va,; found to 
be of a y,'ry ,·Ioll!.!';ded form, Iyin~' in a s()uth,west and north-past direction, 
with :t perceptibJc. cur"e bc·tw",·n the sonth·wpst ,·xtremity and the farthest 
point s"('n by ns, the "onca"ity of the' ,'111Te bein!.!' to\'\'ard" the south-east. 
_-1. lOll!.!', rag-!.!,,'d t")]~'ne oj' land, up""ards of tWe'llty mill'S in l"ll~th, rnnning 
from tIll' sonth·,,',·,o.;[ end, di"id"i-; that PIlll of the lake into two parts; and, 
of th .. s,', the 011<' on the ,,()ntll"'a~l side uiyici,·s into s,·,-,·ra] Ion!.!' Ilarrow 
arms, whidl ar" out 01' th,~ ~"'ll"r:tl dirt'"tioll, ha\'iu2,' a Ilearly no['[h and 
~unth tn'nu. .l "'ri,'" or lou~' nalTu\\' i "I:i II']";, \\'hidl \\",)". seen ullly froUl 
a distall,"', L'xt"JIll,., for wallY miles ill the S:lme dir,·,'lion, beyond the abon.l 
nWlltioned IH,int, 1 Jl'i II!.!, like it, appar ... lltly parall,·l ",,,ith the long,'r :lXis of 
the lakl'. 'Y.· carri,'d our Ill,';l.o.;lu,'menh round th.~ long' point to the' bot
tom of th., b:l\' all the north'\\"'st sid,! u1' it, ",tl~,·d J'oonidluan bay, and 
thence along the main north·\,,(',;t "hor,' of th ... lake, for about ""\"'11Iy mil,·s 
from the extn'!1l.· south·,,"'''! p"iLt. :is no land was yi,il,l,· hom tlus posi
tion, looking ill a 110rtlwast .. rly dirl'dion frotH a point about furty feet 
aboye the leyel of t!w w;tt p !', tit,· \\'hol,· len!.!th ,d' the lake ,'annot 1)e much, 
if ally, less th;1I1 ;\ hUlldr, d llIil",;. It :lpP"ars, bow,''''')', to b ... compara
t i " ... 1 Y lHllTOW, bein~' proh:t 1 d Y JlC:t mol',' t han Ii! k,'n In ill'S wide, unless the 
width in(')'c'a",'s beyond \\'iw]'(' \y,' saw it. 

All the rod~s met with on till' lake ar~ the Hat linw,.,tones alrea.dy 
mentioned, They seldom dip at a higher angle than t\\'enty deg-r.:cs, and, 
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although very much disturbed by minnte undulations. the general strike 
appears to be with the direction of the lake. These strata appear to occur 
o,-er the \,hole area occupied hy tIll' lake, but t h,·y are bounded all alon!!,' 
the north-\vest shore by the Lanrentian!.!,'nt'i;;s Tlwy would app,'ur not to 
t'xtend for beyond the la];:'~ in a sonth'\y(',,;(;>r]y llir\·"tioll, as il s,','ms pro
bable that they are there I'ul off by llw lIll'ptillg' of th .. Laurentian!'!"II,~i~" 
with rock of Mr. Ridlardson',; 8("'OIH1 g'oup, 

The character of th,' land beirl2,' mueh llw ,;:tlliC' a~ thai (k~I'ribl·d by 
Mr, Richardson, I han~ nothing to say on that hpad whiGh ap\lP:lr~ worth:
to be introduced into this preliminary report, althol1!,,dl I made numerou" 
not('s both on this and other subjects, which will filld an appropriab~ plaCl' 
in a more detailed r<'port after further exploration, 

Fatlwr Alban;>l, in Le\ flfl,,/ifliis de" ]';,\111/'.', gi\-,'s the followillg-account 
of hi8 jOUDlPY to Hudson Bay 1'111 the ::;a!pll'llay, in 1Ii/1-I':2 : 

" Un the 8th day of A UQ'USt. ,"aid lw, I reached Ta<loll":iI', wlll'\'" I 
:found myself obliged to o,-ercome a ,!.!.'oud <1",11 of opposi I iOIl on t hi' part of 
the Indialls to this ellterprisl', 

The aff"dion ot' this g'ood man did llot ,;top i h"I'l': he wanted to tah' 
ns with onr hag'!:;':l!!'P into his boat ;IS b'~ing' tllOI',' CU!Ili',.rl;lblt· than our 
('ano(',; and to ,Oil \'t'~' u" with his peopl .. fill' :I di,;t'lll"e of forty !,·agn,·,; from 
that point. 

,VI> had already tr,welled fifteen hy the :-;:l~lvllay whl:'l1 we met two 

canoes descending, in one of which "';IS a man, who \\'a~ snppn,,,,'d to 
known tlip rontes to the sea, s\''='ing th;lt it Wc-l'; not more than eight rPMS 

since 11<' had been tllt're After explailling to him our dt'~ig-ll. I askwl him 
to ad as onr guide, but tllt' experi,'n,"· of the past ,'an",,,l him to 1',)ar the 
future, and he tJ\'gged to be excused for a long tilli" on a",'olllll of the dilfi
culty of the journey However, he h:Hl ill the ella to ~'h·J,l to the persnasion 
of our ,'onductor, 

We th"r8fore left together on the 22nd, and, as ,Y8 were opposed br 
headwinds, it took us four da\'s to (J'e! to CIH''''ontimit, where we remained .., ~ ;:, 

three days, 



()l! the ~!:th, all,'r making a "oll"iderable pl'~'i.;,mt to th 's,~ good Indians, 

who had cOlu-,oyed llS th lIS far in their boat. and thank"rl them for the sen-i"I's 
they had charita1,l ': l'<'ll,l,'r",l ns, w,' 8mhark",d in the canoes to ascend the 
first r:1pids ",-hid} 'p""",'nh'cl tliems,'h-,·s :l-'; far as lab· Kenongami, ,,-here 
we al'l'in>llllext (lay awl ,yh"r" I li)und t \YO ,\-i~',\-alll." of 8il!ery Indians, 
\Yho \I"']'t' H'r:; h:1PPY io lun-,' the opportunity to perform thl'ir (kn.tions, 
tn conl;'~" and 1'<'i't'i,-,' th,' ltn!y commnnioll. 

On tIll' l~t :-:'·1'(,·m1),.1', \Yt'''!''pt h"yoI1 11 a small lake call~'d Kinoug-a
llla,-hi . ..;, !:w)c,d 1'0)' tilt' multitude of' ]ong'-Llil"d I'rn~'s whil'h inhabit it ana 

ket'p ur :1 continnal <'l,,:tkill~': it is said that they are YerY'enl)lllOl1."', 
although in thi" "Olin try tlv lu;t,b, sllrlkes and l'ip'!I',"; are not so, 

t)n the :2nd, \Y,' camp,',l at tlw "ntry of Lakt· ~t. John, named Pin~':\c:';\mi, 
which i, :ili !"rl!..!'n·'" Ion!..!' ;111<110 h)':,:\,l; 1:2 ril-Pl's fall intn thi", ]ak,'. but 
th"r,· is olily 0]11' i""uing' from it, which form,,,; tlll' ~T,·:\t and fille ril'er 
ca1kcl the ~:t!!,'nt'nay, Til;' 1'1:1<'" i,-,; II ':1l1tifnl; the !allrb aI',' ,-ery !"I-I!! :lnd 

seem ~·()"rl; t1wr, , <1]'<' fi1\1' llu·:\.rl"ws; it is thf~ ,'ountry of otters, moose, 
1.<'<1'\"er and chi"j[\' ,,!, tIl<' !>r)\','\lpillL\; it is lIn this ,w'.'()l1nt that the Indians 
w!w l'c'siue tit,,;., call tlt,'II\SI·IH'S IlIIl.'iI!lI-!UII', hkill!.',' t.heir name from the 
'word K{(k()lI, \\' hid'l, ill tIll'ir ton:":'ll'" Ill"all-- port'npilH'; it was formerly aho 
the place \yhere all the llati"i\s who are hetwpen th.~ two ",'as. of the l'll..;t 

and north, used to ll1ed to trarl,'; I h:lI-" S("'ll more than twenty tl'lbes 
gathered there, Tlw inh:lj,j'r,:Jts h;l,-e h""1! !.',T,'all:; decimated by tll<' b~t 

\yal''' \yhid} t lu·y hay" hall ":ith t lli' Il'c)qnois anll by the small-pox, \"hid} 
i" the plague (.1' the Indian,;; 110W, th.,y :m' h"g-jllnill~' to I'l'<'l'uit th"lll"pll-es 
frOlll the lllL'mlJl':" ,,!, rJtlt,·], triiw<, who han~ 1) ".'\1 ,'uming in "in,'e the 
pea .. e, "II'" :-1;lyed th,,\,' thr,~,~ ,by_ I" lay in pro,-isions, which \vere alreally 
ll\'!.','illllin~· to run short. 

Un the .th, 1"-" l'<':1l'lt,~:l tlw euel of thp Iak.-, (}":Ji.l Inck threw tW() 
Int1ian~ in our \Yay, who ;I","lllmoclat,'tL l1,; \yith t\Yo !.','l11lS for hnntin~, 

iunr of onr 0\\,11 twill,!.', n.-,·I.·"",. 

The ~e:\:-nll:l,,·ill!.l· too br alh-all"I',1 tn )',·:[<'h tl1<' ",'a before the sunl\' and 
1",>, j,y \\hi"h w,' \\','n' sl"l'lWU 011 the la:-t day of Cktoh,'r. onr Incli:llls 
s"Iectl'cl t.his I'l'o[ to'pellcl th,~ winkr on al'('onnt "f' the ~':tlll\', \vhich ',ya~ 
there abundant. 

l:nt it is time to l'.'~lIlll'· t~,.\· llarrat;"e of om' jonrn,·y, The spring had 
aln'ndy :;'ll('Cl'ed .. cl Ib" ".;ill te;", Ill!' l'i\-l'r~ \n']'\, open and thl' ice had di"ar-
1"':11'1,(1, \yhen it j,,"·;llt\'· lll'CIS~<Iry to "llter into disputes with our guides 
as to our en terp)'i~l" 



It. was the 1st ,Tune, lU"j~, lwl'u\'l' we left N":tt:v;,'h"~"lmiou to "'llltillue 

our journey, our party num bel'ing nineteen P('l',,"1l8, IJ[' \\"holl1 ,-.;ixt'·"1l w(~re 

Indians and three French, in thl'''I' canoes, 

,\Ve spent six day;,; in <1:«"'lliling' the l':l[.i(i-.;; thl~ "111,),--; had t,) lH' 
almost contillu Illy forced ag'aillst the current, alld \"l'ry oj'll'll w,· h:lll to g',·t, 
out and trayel throug'h th' \YOI)J;,;, ..Iimbillg' 0\""1' 1'1),'k~, dl's",'n,Jillg' into 
radnes and as,'elHling ;,;teep hills through g'l")\'"S (.1' [1',"'''; whi"h tOl'e' our 
clothes, and, in alldition, we \yerl' h<~a\"ely loarled, Theil, we \\"('1',' <.l,'lay,~d 

two days by rain. 

The 9th greatly taxed our patien,;e, on a,','ollllt of :t n~ry di!ficnlt 
portage, as well by its length, which f;om,' plan· at four l,'a~'n"', :I"; by the 
badness of the roads, the \Yater lwin!!: sometimes up to our klll'l'S and som,·· 
times to our waif;ts in crossing' and re"I'l),.;siII g' hrook., tran'l','iillg' a \"ast 

region, which must be crossed to rc:\,'h th" rin'r Xik"nhau, \Yhi"h is to 
the south-west of that \ye had left. E,-eu the Indians reganh'd this Illy as 

one of fa tigue. 

On the 10th, about six o'clock in the mOl'llill!,!', \Ye arri,-"d at l'aslis· 
taskan, which di,-ides the lands of the north and the sO nth ; it is a small 
tongue of land about an arpent in width and t\Yo in If'lE!th, The [\YO ends 
of this point terminate in small lakes, from whid1 issue t\Yo rinrs: one 
fiovying to the east and the' other to tIll' north-w\'st; one entcrs the sea at 

Tadousac hy the Saguenay, and the oth'~r into Hudson Hay by ~"llliskal1, 

which is midw::.y between the two ;,;,·as. Tuwanls llightf~ll1, \\"e md two 

Mistassirinins in a canoe, which wus in good ('ondition ; tlw)" \\"1''' "Ollllll!.,!' 
to meet us, ha,-iug noticed the ~T .. at smokes \\" hich 'SI' made frOlll time to 
time in approaching this tribe to signal our ani \"a1. 

On the 15th, all the Indians f":lsted us in th"ir way, and I continlWU 
to exercise the sacred functions and to instruct th.!m. 

Ou the 16th, after saying the holy mass, \\'i' ~tart .. d and arri'"ed at 
Kimllganusis, and Oil the 1 ith, at Plkollsitisinacnt, th,lt i.; to say, at the pb'!) 
where 1lI0l'('assins are worn ont, being thus named to illustrate the tliilintlty 
of the roads. 

(hi the 18th, we entered the great lake of till' ::\list:l..,,,iriniw;, which is 
said tobe so large that it takes ~o days of fille wcather to go around it. 
This lake takes it" name from the rocks with whi"h it i" fill",l, al1l1 \yhi,:h 
are of prodigious size; there are anum bel' of very prett y islallds ; gam .. , 
and fish of all kinds; monse, bears, caribolls, porcupines and bean'}'s are 
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abundant. ,Ye had already made six ],'agne:-: among the islands, which 
intersect it, wlwn I perceired a hei!2,'ht of land as far in the distance as I 
,ould :-C'e; I asked my people, if it was towards that point they \'\'ere going"! 
E""ll :-:ilent, :-aid our Q'uide, don't look at it. if yon do not want to perish, 
Th,> Indians of the whole of this region imagine that, whoeycr wants to 
nns:;; this lake, mn"t "ardlllly gnard himself from looking' in that direction 
through ('min,ity and particularly at the plac:e where it is proposed to laud; 
it" a"ped alone, th,·\' ":1\,, .. an.'-,·" the <l!.,!'itation of the waters and raises 

:-:torm;.; f'akulatl'd to terrlfy e,-en the boldest. 

()Il the ]~Ith, we arriyed at !lLtkoiiamitikac. that is to say, at the Bears' 
fi;.;hl'r~'; this is a flrtt place and the water is n'ry low there, but fish are 
ahundant, the little sturgeons, the pike and the white fish making it their 
home, It i;.; pl";lslIli to watch the bears \valking along the water's edge and 
":It.-hin!:!,' with tlwir paws with admirahle skilL a-- tlwy pas", now one fish 
and now anotlH'l', 

On the ~~Ild, w,' \yent to Ouitata:skonamiou: this was a hard day on 
1.1", ,Ye hall to al};mdon th,' gr"at ri\-er, the ,\,:11"1'l'alls and rapids b"ing 
tou \-iol"lIt, ana to "olltinI1l' our j(}l1l'1l(,~' through "mall lakes hy means of 
""\'ent"('ll port:I~"'s h.·fure returning to the rirer, Hl'rt' our guide lost hi:,; 
way t\yi,">, whi .. h obli:,l',·d u:s to make a portage of two long leaglh'1' o\'er 
ri Yl'rs, des'TIl t,.: and moull taill~, flooded plai ns and stream;.;, in the LTOSSlllg 
('!' which we had \Vat,,1' to the wai,t. 

().I the' ~:JI',1 aud ~-!th, \ye \'(~;\,'h,~d a I ,'s,<,; mountailllllH "Im'ltry; thl:' air i" 
m Udl mi Jdl'r; t hc<'onn t ry i..; liner awl i 1.0.; lauds wonld prolln,·,' n-ell and wOllld 
he ,'apable of ,;upPOltin!2,' a great number of p,'ople, if it was properly U<';"ll. 
Thi" country, the fill""t Illd ailing onr whole ronte, continnes a<.; far :1" 

X"miskau, wlw1'c' \\,,' arrin>d towards noon, on tlw ~5th .J une, 

:-\l'mi~kau j<.; a lar~',' lak,·, til makt· the "irl'uit of which it takes tell 
days snrroundl,d l)~" gT"at mountains from south to north forming a half 
cir..) .. ; at the month of th .... gl'c'at rin~r, which ,'xtl-'ll<1s from east to north
eaH, there are ,":\,.;t plain:,; ",hich ,;tl'l'lt'h e\',~n to the tops of the mountains of 
1 h,· ""lUl-n1'd .. and all this country i,<.; Sl) a~Tc"ably dotted with \ya/l'r th;lt 
to th,' yie\\- th .. rl-' ,';""lll" to h" "" lIlany rin'l's, whi"h form so many isla!1ds 
thll it is dittieult to "Ollilt th,·Itl. All these islands are so marked 
with the tl'''..]~S uf mllOS,·, ";\I'Ih'lll hea\-er, (leer and porcupines, that 
tlll'Y i-l'l-'tn tl) he til,· abode, where they usually roam, Fi\'e large ri\"'r:,; 
discharg'e into tlli" lake, where the fish are so abulldant that it formerly 
constituted th ... prilwipal fuoll supply of a great sa,-age nation who illhabited 
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it only eight or ten years ago. The melancholy remains of their dwellings 
are still to be seen there, and the ruins. on a rocky islet, of a large fort made 
ont of big trees by the Iroquois, o.f which they guarded all the a\'enues and 
from which they frequently sallied to commit murders; ahout seven years 
ago, they killed or carried mto captivity eighty persons, which was the 
cause why this place was entirely abandoned, the aborigines having remoyea 
from it. There was a great trade carried on there, and tho:-;p who frequcnted 
it came from all quarters on account of the great siz,> of the river and the 
proximity of the sea. This riwr makes a great bend or ,·IIJn\y towards the 
north·ea~t ; we had to make four long and bad portages, hy little lakes, to 
strike it stra:ght in the north -ea~t and we slept at N ataouatikouan. 

On the 26th, at Tehepimont, a ,-ery mountainous country. On the ~7th, 
we finished getting over the portages. 

On the 28th, we had hardly adnnced a quarter of a l,>agllt' before we 
met in a small stream a rigged vessel of eight or ten tons <'arrying the 
English flag and lateen sail; at a gun shot therefrom, we entered two deserted 
houses. A little further on, we discovered that th,> Indians had wiut"red 
close by and that they had not long left; we therefore continued our route 
to a point ahout six leagues distant from the houses of th,· Europeans. 
There, the tide being low and the wind contrary, we entered through mud 
to the belly into a little river on the right hand comill~' from the north
east, where, after seeking around, we found two or three huts and a 
deserted dog, which indicated that tht> Indians were not far off, and that it 
had not been more than two daylS since they had gone away. 'Ve stopped 
there that night, firing off our heavily loaded guns to attr,td att.·ntion and 
amusing ourseh-es by gazing on 1 he sea which WI> had so long snught and 
that famous Hudson Bay, of which ,ve shall speak hl>reaftl>r. 

On the 29th, one of our cano,·s left for ::\Tiskout,·uHQ·a,·het, where our 
people thought the Indians should be. ~ 

Before issuing from th'! Ba~- of Hudson, 1 must give you a plan of it. 
But the short stay I made at :Jli:,;kontenagachet did not le:lve me time 
enough to visit it or to collect thorough information on the :,;nbjl'.-t from the 
natives of the hay and adjoining country; especially;tiS I was mostly 
employed in teaching and baptizing seventy-two p:l .. ~'m:-;. adults as wI·1I as 
children. This is why I will not give here an exact ll('sITiption, which 
can be fonnd 011 the maps that have been madc. 

I will only state that the river by which we entered the bay i", called 
Nemiskausipiou and takes its rise in lake Nemiskan, of ,yhich it retains the 
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name; this riYt'r is a yery fine one. It i~ about half a l,~a!.rlle wide and 
more in so III l' pbce", but it is not very d ~,.p; it . 'om 's from the south east 
and t'Xtends to the llorth-\vest eig'hty leagnes; it is very rapid and broken 
by eighteen [db; t.his is why, from fear of breaking the canoes and runnin~ 
the risk of losinQ" all, they were portaged with all their content'S through 
the woods. All these portagw; are long alld difficult; there are hvo or three 
of about three leagues e~wh, others of a ll'ague, two leagues and two and a 
half leaf, u'.·s. 

The rist' and fall of th,' till,,, which are here ,-ery }"I'~'lllar, are felt for 
four leagues up this riYer, until they are :nresleel by a fall, which does not 
preyent the ,Yater from preserdllg its fre~hlless during even the hig'lwst 
tides not only in the river, but for four le;,gn.'s out into the bay. 

The distance of the sea, at low tide, is hm dly credible; the Indians 
sd it down at t\Yellty 1"ag'Il"s; all the gr··at space, as far as the eye can 
take in and \yhil"h is mostly nothing but mud and mr-ks, remains almost 
com pletl' l~' dry, :-;0 that the ri \'er, \Y hich "preads oyer and loses itself in this 
mud, has no long!']' wakr enongh to JlO<lt call"es. 

W,' ascerbined that the mouth of the river is at the fiftieth degree of 
elention, and WI' remarked that, from it" entry, it cuts the bay by windings, 
which form i"lands fit for habitation. 

At the w,,~t point, are lodged the Kini,-<rilloll" and t1:Je ~Ionsounik; 

each triLe is ~"parat'Jd by the great ri\",'r. The COJ,st people dWc'll on the 
north-L'n"t side 011 the river ~Iiskoutell:lg';l('hit, whither we wl:'nt, going 
hY"lIly 1t·:I!..!'llI:'S LY"":I: it i" a long ro,'k:,~ PI): It, sitllltl'.l at the fifty·first 
d'·gr"'·' w 111' !'I , from t j 1111' i mIII"morial t h,' Iu(lia II -< ha \"e been ill the habit of 
gal hering to ,'any 011 thl'ir b:1 rt,'l'. F Ll rt:1 -' r to the north -ea,t, ar .. 10 'at ed 
the Pikhiholltollniblwk, les KOI'I:1('kouikl>lv,;inn"" and many other nations. 
At thn'" day~' jonnll'y to tIll' llorth-w""t, th,:r~ j" a g'r,:at ri\~t'r which some 
Indians call Kichl'i'ipion; others, Moose riHr, ~Iouso~lsipiou, on which there 
are many trihe,~, and, on the ronte, w,' 12:we to the right the famous island 
of OU;ll':I~kou, "hi,"h is forty lea!.!'llt's long and filled with all sorts of 
auimal~, but principally re<.:ommellded for white bears; it is said there is a 
small bay tlwrt' \Yh"]1~ the \\'ater IlL'Y,,!" freezes and ill which ships can 
wint,'r YI'lY l'I'll\-enielltly. 

I do 110t sp"ak of the a bundan('p of !.i"am" birds in this country. 011 
.the island of ( )uhaskon, if the Indians are to be believed, it is so great, that 
at a place' \yhere the birds drop their feathers in the llloultino' season the " , 
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Indians tmd the wild animals who get in among them are buried 0\"'1' their 
heads ill feathers and are sometime unabL~ to gL't out. 

I say nothing either of the variety and abundance of the fruits whiun 
grow hel'~, because it is not necessary to come here to seek for del icu,I'ies 
and tit-bits; what presented themseh'es usuRlly to my "iew w·~}'t; littl., 
fruits calld blueberries or. ac;uount of th3ir color, littl.; rt;tl appl,,~, little 
black poil'es and quanWies of thl' goose-burries ,'ery t'Ornmon in all th,_"',~ 

cold coun tries, 

I sa,,, a great deal of lar!):e trees in diff~relJt places, from which til.' bark 
had been stripped; and, asking my guide if these were not marks and 
writings such as they use, he r0plied that the Indians, dri \'Bn by famine, 
had pe\:'1'11 these trees to nourish themselves ont of tlwir bark. Gorl h:18 

g-iyen to warm countries the necessary refreshments, and, in tiH'se cold 
regions, the bears, the moose deer, the bt~an'l' and the porcupi ne are [o(yd. 

which are beth'r than figs and oranges to fortify the stolUlch in t h.::" 1 
countries, 

Thev are mistaken who have believed that this CliIlLlt.: was uninha
bitable eith!'r on account of the great cold, the iet' and SIlO\\' or of the want 
of proppr building and fire wood, They have not seen the vast and dell:"" 
forests, the beautiful plains and the great me:v\ows which br):'cl,'1' the ri\"ll' 
at varic·us points, covered with all kinds of g'o,-;sps suitable f01' the f;'"dill!,!, 
of cattl!'; I can state that, on the fifteenth of .rune. there we're wil,l J'(J"'C 

in bloom as beautiful and as sweet-smdlin~' al' at Q'II,lJet'; tIll' S':'-l""ll 

seemed to me e\'en to be more adnUlced and the air Yi'ry soH an,l l'ki-;ant 
There ",as no night, when I was there; the e\-enillb tWIlight had scarcely 
endt'd LefOl'e the dawn ht>ralded the rising sun, 

On th,' sixth, we began the journey up the ri\'er with ml1t'h dilficnlty 
on accollnt of thl' swiftness of its Clll'ient ,mel the frequent walerfcdb with 
which it is broken. The Indians have tlWll to get ont into the water to 
drag their ":1noes by sheer strength, ,some of them dm win!..;' them ',vith cords, 
others pushing them with long poles, and very often it was impo:,,,ihle to 
stem the impetuosity of 1 he water whic h dashes oyer the rocks with start
ling rapidity, Then the canoes and all the baggage had to be ",llJi,:,~ 
through the woods, sometimes between lofty and frightfnl monntains, and 
sometimes over vast plains and shocking roads. 

It took us four days to reach Nemiskan, wher,> ~v-e hoisted the king's 
arms at the point of the island on the 9th .r 111y. 



On the 18th, we arriyed at the river of1Iinabigouskat, wher~ two hun
dred other Indians were waiting for us, and who, after welcoming us accord
ing to the fashion of their country, entertained us each in their turn. 

On the 18th, towards two o'clock in the afternoon, I planted the arms 
of our mi!.!.ht y and invineible monarch on this riYer, to a~t as a safeguard 
tOI fill the~e l"·npj..,, ag',linst all the Iroquois nations 

On th\:' ~:1rd. we ]'(>aehed Lake St. John after a guod deal of hardship, I 
\\~1S astonislwd 011 my arrinl1 to learn that the Mistassirinins had been 
waiting' for nw for a month. 

On the ~!ljh. we started from the lake to go to Chp~outimik, where M. 
de ~aillt·Denis, captain (of Tadollsa!', ,,,as waiting for us to take us aboard 
his nssel: \H' arriYt'd there on the lst August. 

Down tOl thi.-;. it haJ he~n considered tlut Frenchmen were unable to 
make this .iourney. ".\lkr trying it three times and failing to surmount 
its obstaclps. tJ]o'Y had been obliged to abanJon it in Jespair of snccess. 

It is tr\1l' that thi~ joUl'llPy is extremely difficult aud tl11t all I have 
written i,3 only tIll' smallo'st ]Y)rtion of what O~le Il1U3t suffer. There are 
:..!(lil wah'r fall" anJ o'()n~.'quently ~oo po l' L'!.!.!·,' S. where it is nel'essary to 
cllrry canoo'>; and ha!.!·g'a!.!·,~ together on the hack; there are 400 rapids, which 
ml1~l he aso'I'nd\,d hy POlilE!.· I say nothill!.!· of the roughness of the roads, 
;1S it must be ,'xlwriell,·O'<1 tn be understood. But one tak.,s courage at the 
jhon!.!·h~ of ,;n mallY soul..; who may h' ,yon to J,>Sll'; Christ. The dislance 
'-!"ill~' ~nd ('nmill~' i~ :-:lili leagllo's; \Yt:' did more than GO I of these in forty 
(hys. Our rule was to start early in the morning and rdire tu rest late. 
WI' start('J as :-;010111 as tIlt' dawn of day enabled us to see the ro'~ks in the 
liy!'l' and ('Colitilllll'd ulltil WP ('ould distinguish them no longer owing to 

1 hI' growi Il!,! darkness. 

HEADWATER:' OF THE :".\(iUEKAY, f.:T. l\IAURICE AKJ) nATINEAU. 

In the month of April h·d. I rl~o'('ived your instrndions to make an 
x;,minatioll of the unexplored country to tho' northward from Lake ~t. John, 

on the ~;1guenay, with a "if'''' to as<','rlain the Q,·.'oln~'i,'al slrndlui' of that 
region, as well a>; its lld~ptability for agricultur~l Pt{~'poses. From Lake St. 
.Tolm we ascended the AshnapmoudlOnan. This stream, for a little over 
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nine tv' seven miles from its mouth, had been previously surveyed topogra
phically by Mr. Blaiklock, P. L. S., so that, with a plan of his survey, laid down 
on a scale of two inches to the mile, it was easy as we pursued om jonrw·y, 
to note accurately the geological and other features obselTed alone;' th,) ri \",'1' 

The general bearing of the course up the rin'r from Lake ~t .Tohn is about 
N. W. A little above the ninety-second mile th,. rh"er divides into two 
branches, one of these comes from the N. N. E, ano, bt'ing th,·\arg,·r, i,.,; called 
by the Indians the Chief ri,-er. The other which Wl' <ls"l'lll1",1, although 
the smaller, rdains the name of Ashnallll1UlldlOuall. At the end of Blaik
lock's survey, our meaSluements comm\>\l('ed and \\'ef'~ ntrri,·d on ill the 
usual way, the distance being determined by micrometer-teles\'up,·, and the 
bearings by prismatic compass, checked by opposite readin~'s The calnda
tions for each 'day's work were made at night, aud the measnrements pro
tracted in the tent as opportunity off,'-rcd; so that \\'t. Wl're able to ascertain. 
at any time, our position and rate of progress. 

Except the first mile, which is ~, ,\,., the upward conrse of tlj(' river, 
from where our measurements began, is about ~, ,V, and the distaw'I.' 
from lake Ashuapmouchouan is about twenty-fonr miles. L,.·avill:';' this 
lake, the npward course i,~ generally northwl·),,(,.r1y to tIlt' h,·i!,\·ht of land 
which divides the waters of the Saguellay from tho",' flowillC!: to Hudson 
Bay. This portion of the river, which is call,·d Xikonbau ri \'er, passes 
through several small lakes; tll\' first is called Lowt-'l' Xikuuban; the 
second, Nikoubau; the third, Perch lake; and the fOllrth, Dranch lake. At 
the head of the lattlo'r, the riYer divides into twu br:twhes. "ill' com,'s 
from the N E., and the other, in its npward l'onrsc', continw',,,, 110rth
westerly, and l ,a:--ses and sort of double lake, ,'al !t·d :'{ :tl':',,\\, Itid :,;'e Iak .. , \V h .. ll' ,. 
the hige:--t lake, ";dled ,rhitefish lake, is \'I·;\I,I1,·d by a porta~',' "l' about Olle 
mile. Thi,., if; dOl'le to the w:tt.~r-:-;\l<'d, which is abu th,~ boundary lin" 
between the pro\'ince of Qnebee and the territory to tIl<' 11orth, and is 
nearly :"":"llty-tW(} millo'S from the l)('!,;'inllill~: of onr sun'ey, or 1{1) miles 
from Lake ~t John. Continuing in a northwesterly l'omse, we passed 
through se,-eral small ponds, and d'·Sc'I·lId,·,[ for about two miles tilt· ."tn-am 
called Two-Discharges riYer, \"hich forms the ontlet. 

This brought us to lake AhataO'om:tw, tra\-"rsill'" whi"h acl\',lll"ed n,,,: a 
'" '" further di",t:IIH'P of abont ten miles, nearly in the same dil'l!..tillll; thellee 

our cours,~ was nearly at right augles tu that hith"rto follo\\',·.!, or north
westerly, Passing through some small lakes or poucL; 011 a small str2am 
which flo\\'o; into the last mentioned lake, a height of land is reach,.,t 
which di"ides the waters of lake Abatagomaw from those of lake Chibo-
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gomou. The latter lake is sixteen miles from the former or a little oyer two 
hundred from Lake St. John. L·d~c Chibogomou stretches in the same 
(ndriheasterly) direction, a further distance of twenty-two miles_ and 
empties itself by t·,Yo ontl"ts. about three miles apart, with a fa.l (J.i' about 
iw,'nty-fin~ feet in from 100 to ~ou P:ll','S, into another lake. running parallel 
with it. 1'h"se two lake" and Ab ltag;()maw are supposed to form the head
wah'r" of tIll' :t\otaw;,y. which is ~aitll0 be a Lm . .!·,~ ri\'<:!· where it falls into 

Jalljl'.~' Rt~'. 

('ulltinuill!..!. in the :":1tnP dil't'ction throug'h several small ponds, and 
nllcsill!,!. another IlPi~'ht of land, iO!,!Alwr a di"tan,'e of a little olTer four 
miles, lake \Yakanikhe is reached. This lake extends in the same direc
tioll nearly h'\','nty four miles farther. Follov\'ing' the stream by which it 
discharg"'s, aud l'a"sin~' through s(,veral "mall pon·b, a dist:l.lce of four 
miles bring,. us to Ahat:l!2,·,:,nsh bay, a p.ll·t of Lake :'Ili..;ta"sini. 'I'hi .... llly was 
surveyvd for thirty mil,·s- thirteen mile" to the Hudson Bay Company's 
post, and "en'nteen mill,s lh'yolul it. At tIm; point the lake Oj1"IlS out 
both ~o the rigId and It:'ft; and Mr. Hlll'~"'';s, the officer in dl.l:·ge of the 
Hudsoll Bay Comp:IIlY'S post, told m,' that from this point the we"tern 
-;h"j'(' trf'lld" north j;,r about c;ix miles, where a bay, twelve miles across, 
c3Hed Poolli .. hnall, ~tr.,tches south anu sonth-"'i..'"t for a disrall.'", of about 
thirty miles. II,-, further informed me that, aerO.5S the bay, the coast-line 
.~Ol"innes in a north\\,p"terly diredion fur forty or forty-fi\~t:l miles farther, 
and thence north jill' about sixty miles. In som~ part ofth,> latter a:stance 
is the disl:harg'" "I' tIll' lake, which forms th,-, head-wlll'r" of the Rupert 
rIver. Thus, if :\Ir. Burg'"",;';; estim lte of the distan ;.~ is :Ip;nlximately 
(o]J'(~d, till' lellgth of Lake :;\li:-;ta.~,ini, indudill~' the luy~. wonld be about 
150 mil"." or but little :,,~s than that 01' lak .. ' Ultario. I h~l\'t~ n') :Lforma
tion rpga!'dill!..!.· it:" hl'l':t.)th Bpsi.l", th,> two bw:'< alread,' mention"ll. there 
is a third Oil h,' ";lst silh· called C~I)i.~ta,.]ltlan. ~Yhich ru,;s to the "oath and 
'\"' . .,t from a POillt about midway lwtween the Hudson Rty l'ompmy's 
post and the end 01 our ltl':1sm'l'!fi 'Ilt" and is abll1t twenty .;llL'~ ueep. At 
the south end of this, a ~tr,'am of thl' same name, sai·l to bJ of considerable 
siz,', l'llh'rs lrolu the eastward. 

Tlw whole distan.·,' from Laki..' ~t. John to the point where onr measnre
m('llt~ terminated 011 !.<lke ~Iist:1,,~illi. I)y the runtp f"llowed, i" lI',Llly 290 
mi les. It wa" my ill t ,'ll t ivn to h'we pro, 'eeded I'arther along the lake, but 
our ployj"iollS h~\\'illg failed to ]'("\ch n'. :lIld h.'ill~' un:lble to pro '~He any at 
the Hudson Bay l'l)ll1pany's pust, We were obli~\'d to retul'll to lake 
~ikoubau, where our supplies weI\.· [Stored. ,,-e th~refore lef; Ll:~~ ~listas· 
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SIlll on the 13th of August and arri'Ted at Nikoubau on the :2nth of the 
same month. From the last mentioned lake, we resumed our survey. 
Ascending a stream called Foam ·Fall" ri vel', we pass through lakes A.skatiche, 
Kakaskapstethionisse anll N"ormandin to a height of land which diyides the 
waters of Lake ~t. John from thnf'P of the :-;t. Mauric'e, a distall"'~ from our 
starting point, in a general sontt·west course, of f"ort~T-OIlI' mil,'s; thence 
continuing on about the same COUl'se, we deiwended a tributary of tIll' St. 
Maurice, called Olear-,Yatpl' riYer, which passes through Ol,'ar- Wat,'r and 
Pemacachie lakes, and bring,;; us in twenty-two miles to ~;U1,h--n,'a"h lake. 
About two miles from where \n~ entered this lake, the river :-It. jbnriee 
comes in front the north-west, and, at distallC'l' of about eight'~"ll miler-;, it 
passes out by a narrow channel into lake Trayerse. The total distall"(~ to 
this point from lake Nikoubau is about ,·ighteen and a-half mil,~s As the 
f't. Maurice had been already sUlTeyed from this point d"wll",;ml, (ht're 
was uo need of continuing our measurement". ,'~ e then d(''';('ended the 
river as far as Kirkendat('h, a dist',:,ce of t\\'ellty miles, noting the "arious 
objects of interest met with as we weut along. Hadng mn short of some 
necessary supplies, and being nnable to prO"lll'" them h(~r,', I was oblig",l 
to send to ,Yeymontachinque, a distance of sixt r miles, w Iw}"<' WI! got 
partially provided. 

We arrived at Kirkendatch on the 7th of :),'ptember, and the 13(h 
started from that pla'~e with an additional Indian as~'nid,', ],,)], th,! head
waters of the G:ltineau. On fhi" portion of thej,Jllrlll'Y, the (ll~(all('('''; were 
estimated hy time, I~XCl'pt on the portages, which wVl'e pa.·"'l. and :';<lnw of 
the larger lakes, whidl were triangulated from a measured bas>. P"ssiug 
from Kirkendatch through a few smalllak('s, we d"sl'l'lld,,(l a stream whidl 
is the outlet of the ]a:;;t one, and which falls into a tributary of the St. 
Maurice, called Hair-Cuitin!:': rin'r. This WI~ a";"ell<!"d to its SO\1l"I'e, in 
Great Beaver lake, which brought us to the llt'i~'ht of land 1)1'1 ween the 
waters of the St. Maurice and thv.se of the G~ttinean. This we 'T()~-;l',l by a 
portage about half a mile i:11ength to Light-Fire lake. The distalll'l- from 
Kirkendatch to this point is about thirty-five miles, in a din-"lion about 
south-west. Light-Fire lake is on the south-l'<lt;t brallt'h of the Gatillt'au, 
and seyeral mill's h.,low its SOUl'ee. ,Ve der-;('end(,d the ,.;t rl':1111 to tIl<' north
west branch; and thence to the rinr Desert, where we arriyed all t IW 21jth 
September, a distance of ahout 300 miles from Kirkendatch, From the 
Desert, Mr Leitch and myself travelled to Otta'wa, about 100 miles distant, 
by land, as we could thus be better able to judge of the agricultural capa
bilities of the country than by following the riYer. The Indians, however, 
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-went down the ri\~er with the canoes, and we rejoined them at Ottawa on 
the 80th September; the whole party arri\-ing in Montreal on the 3rd of 
October, whence the Indians returned to their home at Lake St. John. 

The whole of the season's work has been protracted on a scale of two 
inches to the mile, and the accompanying map is a reduction from it to It 

~cale of four miles to the inch. It must be remarked, howe\'er, that at 
some of the points, the distances are, for t 11·· present, only approximately 
;';-1 \'l'll. 

Economic millf:mls_ 

c'uPl'En.-Copper-pyrites has already been mentioned as occurring in the 
neighborhood of Paint mountain, on lake Abatagomaw. At a point a little 
to the south-west of the mountain, on the lake shore, this ore is ml't with 
in "red;:s, together \vith stains of the green "arhonate, but no well-defined 
hed or vein was ohs('rYed. The rock is a gn'en, :-;li~'htly calcareous, chloritic 
~late. These indications of copper are ~""n for nearly half a mile north
easterly along the lake·shore, where a hed or vein two feet thick, contain
ing copper-pyrites is :-:,',·11 ill ,;hloritic n ... k for about twenty feet. Its 
strike is N. 81 11 E. and S. :;7'" W., the underlie not being dderminable. 

The portiun of the yein exposed would probably yield four or five per 
n'nt. of copper throughout, while parts of it might produce ten or twel,e 
per cent. For about three·quarters of a mile farther along the shore, specks 
of the yellow ,;nlphuret and tIl<' green ,·arbnllat.' of .. opper are met with, 
wlll'l'l'Yer the ro,.], appears. At the end of thi.~ di,;tallce, and just under 
Paint mountain, the rlwk is largely "har~'·',l with fine·grained iron·pyrites 
;lwl ,,[)I'cks of yellow sulphnret, in a. y .. llowish quartzoi'e gangue. Here 
the i['on-pyrit,·:-; constitute as mt1<'h a:-: fil'teell or twenty per cent. of the 
rock, while along the ",hole of the distaui" aboye described, about olle and 
a qnarter mile~, it is 11.'Y,_·[' al):-;('nt, though iw<:urring ill small quantities. At 
tlw h"t mentioll.,d plaCf' is the <1('pl'e~sinn ,l",;,:ribed on page ::l~18. As before 
stated, it is filled with clrin, <lndno rock i; .~i"'n in it; hut from the quan
tities of iron and ('opper-pyritl'i') met with in th'" ro(;k 011 both sides of it, it 
j" quite l'o~"ibll' that Huder the drift a y;dl1:lble (l"[lU:-it of copper ore may 
exist. 

IRI>l\'.-A bont half a mile south-"','st of the first· mentioned copper ore, 
and neal' the lake shore, therl~ is a deposit of mag'netic iron ore ill chloritic 
slate, its breadth is fifty feet, and it is seen Oil itlS strike, which is S 1150 w. 
aud N. G5' E., about :200 pal'l'S. The ore occurs iu crystalline lumps and 
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grains throughout the rock. The whole fifty feet would probably yield an 
average of from fifteen to twenty per cent. of iron. 

OCHRE.-The only place this was observed was in the north-l~ast part 
o'f Paint mountain, where a small deposit was met with about half-way up 
the mountain, which probably derives its name from the presence of this 

ochre or pain t. 

LD1E.-In all the localities w hl're limestone has been dl'sni bell, it is 
abundant and suitable tor lime-making. 

BUILDING STO:\E.-It would be useless to take up space by specifying 
each loc~lity where material of this kind could be got, as it is abundant 
throughout the Laurentian series, as well as in the flat limestone formation 
around Lake Mistassini. 

VALLEY OF THE ASHUAPl\IOUCHouAN.-The "onntry around Lake St. 
John has already been described in the geologi"al report of 1~ij7, and its 
character for fertility is likewise ,veIl known from many other sources. 

Ascending the river for thirty-six miles, the country differs but little 
from that around the lake, being underlaid with clay, which forms an excel
lent soil. In many places this becomes covered \"ith sand and sandy loam, 
and, towards the thirty-sixth mile, the sand hills predominate, rendering 
the land less fit for tillage than lower down. The sandy ground, howen-r, 
is small in proportion to what appears to be really good soil. ~..ttlement 

has already ascended the river for about h'n miles from Lake St. J ohl\, 
where I was told, and from observation have en-ry reason to believe, that 
all kinds of grain and many Yl'!,:'dables yield well. A field of spring
wheat, five or six acres in extent, had a healthy and luxuriant app,-arall"'~ 
on the 23rd of June. 

From the thirty-sixth mile npward, the country near the rin.'l' becomes 
rocky, with but little soil. Occasional spaces of from a few alTes to pro
bably fifty or a hundred acres in extent are covered with sand, very olt'_'ll 
coarse, and abounding in roundell gneiss boulders of from an Olllwe to 100 
pounus weight. The gneiss hills rise from 150 to 300 feet, and one, called 
Hawk mountain, close to the east side of the ri\Ter, ri:-;e:-; about ;::'00 feet. As 
far as the Shecobish river, fifty-eight miles from Lak,~ St. John, the country 
presents a similar aspect. The riYer itself is almost a continuous rapid; its 
height above the sea-level at the thirty-sixth mile is [) U feet, beiug a rise 
of 341 feet in twenty-two miles, Indnded in this are the Chandiere 
falls and rapids, 121 feet, which extend o\'er somewhat less than one mile. 
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From the Shecobish to LaLoche brook, the aspect of the country remains 
the S;lllW, but the riyer is less rapid, the height b2ing here 939 feet, a rise 
of eighty· six feet in twenty-three miles. From the LaLoche brook to the 
fork;, the llllls rise from eighty to 300 feet, out are still coyereU with a 
i;andy soil ~nd olTa;:;ional sandy patdw.-; filled \"'ith gneiss brlUluers. 

The whole of the country from Lak,' ~t. John to the forks \L1S burnt 
o\'e1' la~t "nmmt'r, \'x,~ept I'l)me i;,jand~ aild patches of no great ('xtent in 
10'''1' placeI' near the 1'i \'er. The h'\'I'S of this bul'll t district, 1'0 far as obs.!l'\·ed, 
appc'<lr to hay<:, hpI'n prilll'ip;dly spr\l('e. Inlsam-fir, white birch, poplar, 
mountain a~h, and a "hrnb-like white e'·lhr. The spruce is from tweh-e to 
eighteen inch,·,; in uiameter, aud from forty ,0 eighty feet high, the other 

in'es being- of less size. 

From the forks upwards to within six or se,en miles of l.d~· Ashuap
monchouan, the surface is "ompal'atin'ly 11:'\'('1. Near the ri'-er considerab e 
deposit,; of ],)'O\\,n sand preY;lil. often filJ.~d with the uS~lal roundd gneiss 
bould,·r". TlwiSe houlder-sands han' fre(f1"ntly a thickness of 0\'01' one 
hundred f,>"t. In many ph· .. s where tlw ~~ll'fa('e is bare of n'~'('htion, the 
Jiner sands are drifted into low ridges and hillocks by the winds. From 
one to thre,~ miles hack from th,' riYer. on either side, rocky rid~es of gneiss 
protrude through the sand.s, and rise from one to two hundred feet above 
the leyel of the riYer. On the sandy I'paces but little yegetation is met 
with, a Ild onl y a ft-'w small w hi te hi r..I1Ps and a species of pinp, locally 
,,,llert cyp]'el-;!;, grows on the gnl'i~s hills. Although bare rocky spa'~es occur, 
""llsidp)'able arc'a:,; ale ,·o\'I>r,·.} with white birch.>s, apparently of ten or 
tweh',· YI'ar" growth. 'I'll.·]',· :11',' in,li'·ati<111.-: t hat a pre\'ious forest, but of 
JIi> !.!,'J''':11 siZe'. has lll"'n dl'c;troY"d by fire. The river along thi" ~~retl'h is 
full of rapids. In one pLwe betw<"'1l thl' ninety-pighth and olle hU'ldred 
all,l I'l'cond mil,·s. there is a ri",~ of 11;) fl,et; the lwight aboye ~l·a·len'l 

at tll\' latter point b"ll\~' 1,11.) ft'et, 'while ill the next nille or ten miles the 
rise is :-;ixty-ii,"e feet, reaching 1,180 feet a10,'e ;,;ea-leyal. 

From thi" last pla,'l' to lake A"hu<lPlilOuchonan, the ('oullrry seen IS 

low ])('ar the riYer and lake, the soil mo~tly a sandy loam and well fitted 
for culti,'ati()!l. TllP wood is Eprur,e and l:l1naral', both of which attain a 
good size. while hakull-fir and white birch are rarer and "malleI'. Ai this 
lake: on the site of all old Hudson Bay Co. post, in the clearing around the 
old buildings, as wel1 as in open ph'"'' near the lake and riYer, the coarse 
g:ass was from three to four feet high, ",Lil(· timothy-gr,lss was two feet 
hIgh on the Dth July. Blueberries were ripe by the 5th or 6th, and rasp-
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berries on the 7th or 8th of July. The height of this lake is 1,181 feet above 

the sea. 

The same chal'lcb'r of soil and country prevails np tL~ Nikoubau rin.'r 
trom the lake of Pole rapius, a uistance of ahout sewn miles, but at these 
rapids, and ahoye this to lake j\ikouo'lU, the hlll].;:" ;\1,' "\"nposed oj' brown 
sand with gneiss boulder:", the httl'r occasionally lar!.!·,', nnd often 1'0 nUlIW
rollS that the whole dt>j)osit resemhl,'s a coaJ':se boulder-cIrin, with its inter
stkes filled by sand. 'l'he counlry rist>.Q above tIll' river from twenty to 
t>ig'hty feet, and the houlder-deposit is oc",lsi o llally interrupteu by ,!.!·lll'if;s 
hills of from eighty to two hundred feet high. l\Iuch of the forest appears 
to ha,-e been burnt from ten to twcnty yens ago, :111(1 these portions ha,-e a 
thin growth of small white birch and '·Yj)l'\'ss. anu uften abound with blue
berry hushes, 'Nhich at the time of my ,-isit w,'r,~ covPI't,d with ripe fruit. 
Where the woous haye e~ ... aped the fire, th,'y consi:st of spru,·!', balsam-fir, 
tamarac, poplar and mountain·ash. At hkl' Nikouhau, tht'se all atbin a 
good size. 

(LI.TIKEAU H1YEn Fnu:\[ llESERT RlYER TI) HEHlIIT OF LAXD. - The 
estimated height a bo,-e the sea-le,-el of I he Ua Ii IH~au at ri y!"r J)I':-;;'rl, about 
one hundred miles due north from Ottawa city, is 'jlj~1 it'd. At tlw point 
and for six miles further up the Gatineau, the soil i-.; a sandy loam, the 
g-eneralleyel of the country heing from tweh-e to thirty fept abo\-e the 
rinr, although rocky hills of a hUlldred feet are ~l'ell occasionally. Along 
this di:,;tance a considerable quantity of land \Y;t:-; u.t~kr I'ulti,-ation with 
oat~, barley, peas, and sprin!:!,' and fall-wheat. :-;'.'nral fIelds of the last 
looked healthy, allu cun'red the ground well on thp 26th of ~.'pt"llIber. I 
was informed that the yidd is from t'vH'llty·fi\-e :0 thirty bu~hels to the 
aCle. Potatoes appear to yield well and \HI''' fOllllU to be of ,'xc,'llent 
qualily. Abo,-e this ther,' art' no settlemulll:-;, and the ollly culti\-ation is 
on tl)(' farms of ILlmberill~!.' establishments. I)lle of tll'.,C: is Farm island, 
belonging to J\Iessrf'. Gilmour &. Ct).; the lwxt and hi;{ll·:-;t up h,1011gs to 
Messrs Hamilton Bros. II,·r .. I was furnished with tIle: J:Jilow1ng- facts hy 
Mr. Grant, the superintendent: The clearil1~' i.3 about 400 ,wn's in extellt, 
producillg 140 tons of hay, :i,fii)U bushels of oatf;, :20i) bushels of pca,,:, fifty 
busl1l'ls of buckwheat. 1,300 bushds of potatoes, with barl.·)", turnips and 
mangold wurtzel, the quantities of whil'll I diu not <1" ~ertaill. There are 
three other farms ill the neighhorhood, collectively of3.:i0 ant'S, prouucing 
1~0 tons of hay, 3,000 bushels of oats, 100 bushels of peas, and 1,400 bushels 
of potatoes_ I am not aware whether wheat has heell grown. These 
farms are chiefly for providing food for the horses and oxen useu for draw
ing the lumber in winter. 
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It appears to me that the above facts indicate that the country is well 
adapted for settlem-n t. The soil is very similar to th:1t of the river Desert, 
a sandy loam, and, as far as observed, it is very much the same for a distance 
of over fifty miles along the Gatineau from the month of the Desert The 
banks of the former river are from twenty to fifty feet high. Rocky hills 
from 100 to 15U feet high s")metimes rises from them, but are oftener at some 
distance back. Beside,.; the great qnantities of pine, which this dilStrid is 
known to produce, it als) contains spruce, balsam-fir, some black birch, as 
,Yell as considerable areas of white hirch, ,,,ith occasionally white and 
brown ash. Curiously enough, where maple is met with, it is in groves on 
the most elevated points. 

The river, excepting at the portages, IS generally lake-like, and from 
100 yards to not less than half a mile wide. There are in all ten portages, 
varying in length Irdm fifty yards to about one mile. The total rise from 
the Desert to HamiltuJl',.; farm i,.; H~ feet, making the htter about 512 feet 
above the sea. From Hamilton's farm to the junction of the north-east and 
south-east branches, a di~ta\ll'" of about forty miles, the aspect of the country 
remains the same, ex:;ppt that pine timber gradually hecomes smaller and 
more rare. There i~ reason to helieve that, for a great portion of these forty 
miles, the forest wa.-; burnt seyen ty or eighty years ag'o, and its place is now 
occupied by a second ~Towth of white birch. Pines are seen overtopping 
them; in many placl's these are numerous, and judging from their appear
ance, they are of cotllimratively recent growth, very few of them being 
more than a foot in ,1iarneter. It wonld 1)1' for the in terest of the country to 
have these young' £ur,',ls prolt,,·t:Jd from the lumbermen for m1lly years 
to come. 

The charader of the river fur a1)IJur ten mill'~ above Hamilton's fIrm 
is the sam" as 1):'1,)\\' ; in this distan,'e fOLlr ))IJrt:lg' 's are passed, with a total 
rise of 114 feet. Ab ),-,' this the river 1)i!('Olll'~ rapid, without porta!.\':s, and 
narrower, the additional rise to the forks b~illg 1.'-:,:; f,"et, makill~' the latter 
;0;;15 feet abo,-e the S'l. For about tWI·h-e miles up th,~ south-east branch, 
the ri\-er i~ rapid, and ris~s nearly 300 f!et, r<.'achi~lg 1,01.:; ~lbo\-e the sea. 
The rinr is from lnlf a ehain to two chains wid,;, with rwky banks rising 
into broken rocky hill" from :-;e\'Pnty to olle hundred feet hi~'h, covered with 
a scanty sandy "oil, snpporting principally white birch, with here and there 
pines similar to thos(~ bdo\y the fork..;. I may here r.~tn:lI'k that no hard
wood trees, such a" maple, black birch, elm and ash Were obsen-ecl above 
this. Oue small ash tree was, howe \-1'1', s<.'en at the end I) C the distance. 
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For the next twenty-fhTe miles, the river is less rapid, the rise being 
only sixty five feet. The country is low, with hj\y eleYations over fifty feet. 
The soil is sand)-, but supports a large growth of sprnce, balsam-fir, white 
birch, tamarac and poplar, and a few pine trees of small size. Here, about 
230 miles northward of Ottawa ('ity, and 1,1),-;11 l't'l't abo\Te the sea, appears 
to be the northern limit of pine on this branch of the (btinean, The suc
ceeding twt"ln' miles is hilly, but well wooded wit h ;[ll'l1ce, hal sam-fir, 
tamarac, and whitt' birch. The hills are from 1.50 to 4:;1) feet high, shew
ing' o"casionally bare rocky summits and (,S'·:lJ'PlIH'llt. This is succeeded 
for about ten miles hy bare rocky hills, 100 to 500 fed high, with terraces 
of boulder sand from twenty to thirty feet high. Noar the river, on both 
sides, small thinly scattered poplar, cypress and white bir('h are seen. To 
Marten rinr, three miles farther, lhe country is lower, rising abo,-e the 
river from tWc'llty to LjO ft'et. The timber i~ of good size, the spruce and 
tamarac being from tweh-,' toeighteen inches in diameter, and from seventy 
to eighty feet high. The country and the timber ret:-;in the same "har;1cter 
to White Bear lake, ahout nine miles farther. The river up to this point is 
full of rapids, she,ying a height ahoye the sea of ],450 feet. Beyond this 
to the height of land the stre:lll1 rises to 1,:)110 above the Sl'3. Thl' aspect 
of the country is the same, l'x<,ept three or four miles to th0 south-east, where 
rocky hills are seen 300 or .JIIO feet in height, having' a hlackened appearance 
from recent fires. 

The porta~'" from ,Yhih"Bear lake to Hair-Cutting lake is about half a 
mile; the Rnmmit i~ 1,514 ji'd aboye the sea, ano. only four feet aboye the 
latter lake, makin!!: here a diffen'n('e of only ten feet lwt\Y"l'll the waters of 
the Gatineau a!ld those of the ~t. Maurice. Along Hair-Cutting lake, which 
is about spyen miles in leng·th and from two chaJlw to about two miles 
wide, ii' a leyel plain rising oyer the lake from ten to twenty feet, com
posed of brown sand, and mostly bare of yeg .... tation Along the lake shore, 
where the waves haye aded on the sand, iron sands like those of the lower 
St. Lawrence are met with. Proceeding down Hair-Cutting river to Great 
and Little Beaver lakes, the country continues comparatively level and 
consists of sandy plains, rising; in terraces sometimes Rixty feet oyer the river, 
and covered mostly with blueberry bushes and h<'r,· and (her\, remains of 
small bnrned sprn, ·e~. From j h,· lah~ to w here the traverse lea yes Hair
Cutting liYer, and thence to KirkelJdatch on the St. ~Iauri<,e, a distan,'c of 
about eighteen miles, the country is still covered with hrown sand, and 
the inequalities of the surface are from twenty to one hundred and twenty 
feet high. 



The region 11'l far:1<; Loon lake is wdl ,vooded with sprnce, bm:ll'ac, 
white birch and s )'11<' balsam-fir. To the north of Loon lak~ and thence 
to Kirkendatch. thc·rc' is a level Sp~le,! of brown sand of st:n'eral square miles 
in extent. This pIa ill, \\' hic·h ris"s sixty feet over tIll' :':t. ~Ianriee ri ",'r, has 
been clive red with a ~T,,\\'Ih principally of spruce trl es from six to nine 
inches in diameter. but thesH hav.' nearly all been d\'stroycd hy the frequent 
fires ,,,hich han jl:l",.. •. ·d o\'er this dish·i,t. On the :':t. Manrice below 
Kirkelldatch, the ('cllllltry is wore elevated and rocky and, for some distall<'e 
at least, the \\'u()(l ~"ellls likewise to han~ bt'en destroyed by fire. The height 
:>f the St. Mauri,'!' above the spa at Kirkendatch is l.:n;·) feet. Follo\\'in~' the 
~t. Maurice upwar,1 to the upper end of hk\' Tran'J'sc, the country is com
parati vely It'vel, and the ri \','1', for considerable di~tances, winds through 
t'xtensin' flats of s:uHlv loam, which arp .'overed by water in the sp"in~'

time and dnring flood'l, ~()n1<' of these produce an abundance of wild gr:1~.<; 
which would "npp,)\·t many hundred head of catlle. Mr. Spence, the Ruu' 
son Bay Co'" office] al Kirkendakh. tolJ m~ that the t~)W ,'ows which he 
kl'l'PS thrive rl'lll:ll:;nhly \Yell, pnstl11'ing in snmmer 011 the flats, while in 
the winter they ar.· fed ull the \yild grass cnt and dried to hay. 

The rise in th", l'in'r Ir"IIl Kirkendatch to Sall"y·Be~lCh lake, which is 
immediatelyabo\'e lake Tr:lyerSe, is fourteen feet, making the latter 1,:2,.,:1 
f"l't aboye the til'a. IJ1k,~ Tra\'~rsf~, which is abont eighte8n miles ill l"'ll~·th 
and from a fe\\' Ch.li:1S to two and a-half miles ,,,ide, has banks of sand 
rising' from ten t(l Ilirt y f .... t ahoye th~ ,"vater. ~om~ hills two or three 
miles from the lak(~ ri"e::; from 1110 to :3()11 feet, and 01 her" six or S,'\'.'ll mil,'s 
south-ea~t from tll<' I ,j~", attain from 4!1i1 to 1;011 feet. The woods are :spruce, 
tamara,·. ba Isam·fir >llld \\ hi tl' birch; t he spruce a!ld tamarac t rCI's b!ing' 
from six to t,,-eh'e i!J"h,'" thi,·k at the I):!"e. The ri',-er . ..;t. 1Lturict', ,,,hidl. 
a,.; already stated, Ltlis i!tto this lake Olle and a·h~df mik,s below the llorth
east end, is abon 11\-,· l11l ill." , .. iJl'. 

In ascelldin~ th,' (')..;1l'- W ~l t"r ri reI'. a tributary of the ~t. }Ia mi.'p, through 
Pemscachie, "\r atouche, Fishing alld CI"'m-Water l.lk.,~, to the hei~'ht ofland 
pOI·tag", a distance of about se\'enteen miles, the country bears the same level 
aspect as on 8ancly Bcadllake. For Ilearly half this distance the woods ha\'e 
been burnt, "oll"j,ll'ral)le areas now producing only small cypresses about 
four or fi,'e feet high. \rhcre the forest has not been burnt, the sandy ~oil pro· 
duces a smaller g·]'("yth of timber than on ~alldy I;":!ch lake. The ri,'er in this 
distance, to the Ilt'i~'ht of land, rises only Ul feet reachinO' 1 -! 18 feet above 

'- '0 ' 

the sea. The distance from the height onand down from Falls river, throng·h· 
lakes X ormandin, Kaka:,;kapstethiouisse, and Askatiche, to lake Nikoubau, is 
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about thirty-four miles. For the whole of this distall"", the 'k-wriptioll 
giyen of th9 country along Olear-Water river is eql1ally ap;)licable. It pre
sents the ~ame alternation of green and burnt woods, as w\·ll a::; c..:om
paratively level, barren sandy soil. 'I'h,~ h"ight of lake NJlwuhau is l,:2f,G 
feet above the sea, showing a fall of 15:2 feet from the height of l.mu. 

LAKE NIKOUBAU TO LAKE :lll:-:TAS"INI. -The di:-;tan,· ~ from the lowPl 
end of lake Nikouban to the height of land, in a straig-ht li!tl" is about 
fifteen miles, but, by the river awl lakes, it is about twenty-four ruik.; ; ill 
this distanc..:e the woods are gellcrally green. and in a few places, - ow' at 
the lower end of lake Nikonh;tu,:l secoll,l at P,'rdl lak." :l:ld a thir,l at 
Narrow Ridge lake, - the timber is of good size. There are a few hill~ 
that rise from 100 to 300 feet. Patrick's mountain, to th·, WI'st of Narrow 
Ridge lake, rises over the lake about 500 feet, and is co\'er .. d prilll'ipally 
"'ith w hi te birch trees, fi ve to eight inches in diameter, The soil is still 
sandy, as far as observed, oyer the vvhole distallc..:e. The IH'i'~'ht of lanu, 
which is the northern boundary of the province of Quebe,', is h")',, 1)i;-)~1 

feet above the sea. It rises nilldy-three f<.let above lak,~ Nikonban, but only 
fifty-three feet above its head\\'.lh·rs, and only twenty reet abon the walen· 
that runs to James' b'lY. The Lmgth of the portage whic..:h di\Tides t1w~1' 

waters is not quite half a mile. 

From the height of land. to hke Ah::tt:tg') 11,W', alnnt fi\',~ mile~, tlw 
country is somewhat more une\'ell, hut still sandy and b,nn.'ll. supportill~ 

for the most part small cypressp,;, with some spruC8 unLl whit" l,irch. The 
fall to the lake is Vi3 ft'et, making the wab'[' 1,:20(j r'd aboye th,) sea. This 
lake is crowded with low rocky islandf-;. sl'ldom rising abo \'1' t he water mol" 
than thirty feet. The timber, hO'.YI:,'er, bec..:omt::-; larg~r, bl)th on the i:-;hllll:-: 
and on the mainland. The la~:,' is .~npp()se(l tf) m'~asnre about t\Yd\'~ mib
from north-east to south-west and ahout ninp. Mil,·s from ~. E. to 01'. W. 'I'll' 
outlet is said to be at the south-Wt'st part and jo form on 1 ofthp. brnn<'h,'s f)f 
the Notaway river, which empties intv JaLw's' bay. From this lake to Ohibu
gomOll, a distance of about tight miles, the country is undulating, the 
highest part being about sixty feet over Abatagomaw, and thirteen feet o\,er 
Ohibogomou. It is rocky in s )me places, while ridges of saud are met 
with iu other'3, for the first four miles. The rest of th,~ distance presents a 
surface covered with large augLl ar and rounded m:lSs(~s of white qn;Lrlzo:-;,' 

and granitic rocks, overgrown with from six to tweh'e incll';s of moss. 
Most of the wood has been burnt, and the surface is in many places 
covered with blueberry bushes, producing very large fruit. I may mention 
that on one of the portages a few bushes were found resembling the blue-
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berry, but bearing' a fruit only distinguishable from the blueberry by its 
colour, \\'hich was that of the white currant. I regret that, not haYing 
collected any specimens of this shrub, it is not possible to say whether 
it is of a specie'S distind from the blueb,'rr},. 

Lake Chibogomou is about twenty miles long, on the line followed; 
hut, on its south-east side, it i" some fiye miles longer. A ridge, on which 
stands ~orl'l'rl'l"" mountain, -J.2;-, f,~d ahove t he lake, projects to the south
,n'st about twelw mil,'s. bet\Y,'en two arms. To the south-west of this 
rid!..!'.,. 1 Ill' breadth of t he lake is six or SI'Yen miles. 

On the north-,n"t side, it JloWf'. hy two outlets, into another and 
parallel lake, the waters of which are said to fall into the Notaway riyer. 
This second lake extends about t\\'el\-,· mil,;;: to a point opposite the west 
end of lake Chihogomou, and is from one to t \YO miles wide. Lake Ohibo
gomou i;.; studded with numerous low and elongated islands, especially in 
its south-ea:,;t extension. They are often ro('];:Y, and the shores of the lake, 
which are low, "ho\\' .. ith,·1' th,~ solid rod~ or boulders, both covered with 
about a foot of mo:-;". Towards the north-,·ast-end and along nearly the 
wholl' of the south-east "ide, :-;andy loam pre,-ails; and where openings in 
the ,,,oods are met with, a good gTowth of wild grass is found. Green 
wouds surrround the lak,·, ('x"l'pl in 111<' neighborhood of Paint mountain, 
,,,here the 1ore::;t has been burnt. '1'his ridge-like mountain i::; situated 
between tht' two out],'ls. It ri:,;,':'; :2:;0 f'!2t u,-er tIll' upper, and 2i·) feet over 
the lo\ver lake. 

De!ween Chibogomou and Wakinildle, the distance is about four 
miles. On 1 he porI a!..!'t's. and around the small lab,:", burnt ,yuods prevail, 
and the ground i::; lllo,t h· rOI·ky and barren. The hig'he"t point in the last 
plJrtag'" to ,Yakenikhe is 1.-J.-.;;-) I'",,! ahoye the s"a. and 2-J.O feet above lake 
ChibogolUou, but only -J.;-) It'd :IlIOn ,Yakanill'he, the latter being IHO 
feet aboye tIlt' sea. Lab· ,rakunitclw sll't,tches northeasterly about twenty
four mile>" and is from half :t mile to three miles ·wide. On the 
the south-east side, a (·(,nsiderahll' area has been run oyer by fire. while the 
remainder is dotted with QTi'l'n woods: the trp"s are of g~od size, and of 
the usual kinds, :-prl1('(" whit,· birch, tall1al\1(·. and some balsam-fir. Along 
this side, as far as obsen-ed, the hf'igh t over the lake i:" from 100 to 150 feet, 
and the soil is a sandy loam, ,yell fitted for a~Ticultural purposes. The north
west side and the south-viest end of this lake are diyided into bays running 
parallel to each other, and from one to fom miles in lenO'th' these are 

i!> , 

separated by narrow rocky ridges from 100 to 2.50 feet high. One hill atthe 
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S(l11h.\Ycst extremity and nOlth'~'est side is sllp}lo~ed to hI' about 4(10 feet 
high At tbe narrows, about six miles to tbe north·east, a bare rocky e~,':ll'p
ment l·xtends for about four miles on the north-eaE-t side, ri~ing from 150 
to :200 feet aboye the lake. Half a mile bad:, green \Y(,od", are seell. Beyond 
tbe narrows, the shore is low, and the soil similar to that on the south-cast 
side, I'XC'l'pt oyer Wakinikhe mountain, which has been described 011 page 
204. There is another roc1,y hill about SHen mill's to the south-\\'\',,,t of the 
last, of about the same height, but apparelltly of Ip~s ,·xtent. Lool,ing' from 
the top of the first of these 1l0rthwHld to the bays of La1\(' ::'Iri~la~"illi, tIll' 
country is a leyel plail), with here and there glimpses of the long narrow 
bays oj the lak!'. ,Yakinitche lake empties into Abatagoush bay by a 
shearn of about foul' miles in length. In this distance, there are three 
portages, with a fall of fifty-nine teet, which, deducted from the h"ig'ht 
(1,440 feet) preYiously ginn for lake ,Yakillitche, makes Lake l\Iist:l:-;,,,ini 
] ,381 fed a bove the sea. 

About thirty miles of A batagoush and C:lbistachuan hays 'WI',' surw\"d. 
to w lwre they open out to the main lake. The probable siz., of L:lke M i:-;/ns
sini has already been stated. Along its whole I'xt"llt, it probably pl'.·.~,'nts 
much the same features as in the part t'xamined. As before mentioned, the 
coun try soon after leaying Wakinitche is underlaid 1 )~- com parati ,-ely 1Iat 
limestone strata, the decomposition of which gins a fertile ,'alcareous soil. 
The surface is level-in no place that I obsen'ed, rising more than thirty 
feet abo\'e the lake, thus rendering the region fayonrahle for a~Ticnl tur,'. 
What influence the climate may have on wgdation, I am ull:1hle to d"ter
mine, and the only fact I l':111 offer bearing npon this is that ::\Ir, Bnrge~s, of 
the Hudson Bay Company'!'; post on th., lake, furnished us, on th., 7th 
August, with fair-sized Hew potato,'s, thest' being the only ,'rnp at pr.'s,·nt 
cultinted here. 

(James IUdutrr/SOIl, :~()th April, Is70.) 

UPPER ~T. MAURICE, GATINEAU AND UTTA\Y.\. 

In obedience to instructions from your department dated at Qnehec, 
the 15th day of August, 1871, for the survey of the upper waters of the 
rivers St. Maurice, Gatineau and Ottawa, also for determining whether the 
waters beyond the height of land near Obijonan were those of the river 
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Chamouchouan (and (·ollSl·quently ('altalla waters) or waters flowing into 
Hudson lhy, and also for the ph·j ng of boundaries on the height of land 
betw"I')l Ca~~llb and the Hudson Rty territory, I b~g' to report as follows: 

After le~lYing' th,> Pil":,, our progr,'ss wa~ fair enough, arri,-ing' at La 
Tuq HI' III fin' day.-. but Iwt ween La Tug ue and Ir eymontachinq ne WI> got 
on Yl'ry slowJr, ;l"; our caJli'l'C' were heaYily laden and the w~lters unl'rt!cc
dentl'diy low.' TIll' portag'C's h,,! ween tho",' two pla,·e,.; are numerous, but 
from the luwn,''';'' of the w,ller w,' were comlwlled tu portage in i-err many 
pia ... · . .., where it i" not ordillariI)' (l"lIl'; howl',-er, in the co llI''';l , of time we 
1'a8:':'1'11 WeymoniadlinqHI' and ()"kisketak (Kirkendatch) and arrived at 
mile IHlst EIII 1'1'0111 Hat ri,','r. That being our point of ch'p:ll'ture, we there 
comm"lln,d operation:', s,·~dillg· with j he .. Huchon micrometer, " and made 

"('I y sati"Lli'lnr~' prngTl'ss as 101lg' as the ri,-er and lakes remained open. 
,Ve mallag',·d h. reach with anI' ,'allll,':':' lake Onig·cuni,.;, but our further 
ad,-an"e wa" thel'<' ,,1(ll'pd by tIlt' i,"" whi .. h \Va,.; firm; nuding 011 exami
nation that tll\'r,' \\';l" not "nfficient open W,l(.>r in ad,-ance of us to warrant 
our taking th,· ('allu'" al')',',," to it, WI' pla,· .. d th,'m in "winter quarters" 
and tlwn' enca ltllW(l to make ~lpigh" and other prepal'a t ions for land trans
port :llill wintvl' traYI·!. 

Fl'om om poillt of deplrtnre to this place, the country is level. although 
an m"~\sional hill is seen in the di:-tam·... The vrowth is inferior spruce 
fir, cypn's", boulean, aspen and tamaral' The soil generally is light and 
sandy. The sp\'erity of the climate and tIll' t'arly frosts would pren'llt the 
1'"j.~iJ\~· of any CI','ps l1I're. At IV t'ymontachimj111:', which is much lower 
dowlI, alth"l1!.!'!l \,xcellent nop:-:, ],olh root and grain, are fregl1L'ntl~' raised, 
tlll'y lIe,'er "all hi' considered "nre, and at Kirkenda\l'h, which is ~ixty miles 
ahon) 'IVeymontal·hinque, pobto('" .~ .. l(lolll 01' neyer comH to maturity. 

III a f,,\\, day" our prep"ratilllh h,·ill~' ..:ompleted, we st:lrtl'd off on the 
iL'I', which "-:IS then Q'(Il'fl. hnt did not remain ,,0 long', ~lS a couple of days 
later it \Yas snl'll'r!.!'-'ll bl- a h,'avy fall of sno\\- and rendered yery unsafe, 
I do lint k:lOW il'it i" a f.·a.1l1l\' oftIH'.,,' ri,'ers, in "OIlS'(luence of b~ing so 
lIear 1 b'ir sourcl"'. or ,\'hethl'l' it wa . .; cau"",l hy' :Ill ex",'ptional season, that 
the in' was yery Hn:-:afe dnring' the whole winter. 

On lakes and riy,'l's further :-;onth, it is cllstomary to travel in winter 
e"en oyer rapids ,\'ith the !!,Tl'at.'st cunlidencl" hut here p\-ery attention hao 
to be ll.;ed in g'"ing on or Ill!' of ;1 ri,-('r, otlll'l'wise we were sure to ~o ill 

and ice on rapids was particularly umafe. 



On arriving at lake Cawakabiskitee, I proceeded to the upper end 
thereof, and, leaving my party there to recruit during my ansence, I took 
with me my chain-bearer and one man, and two ;'Idiscan Indians, and 
thence ran a line across the height of laud to waters flowing ill the oppo
site direction, of whose existence I wa;.; aware from pr,'vion~ exploration; I 
had b2en informed that these we)'l~ HuclsOll Da~" wakl's, hut other autho
rities stated them to be the watel's of the Cltallwn<'llOuall. I therefore 
followed the river down until I C:111W to a Hudson ];:1\' trading post 
called Metiscan. 

This post is ill charge of ~Ir. Thomas Moore, who l'l'l'ei,"ed us with the 
greatest possibln kindness (as i." jmrariabl y the case at all the Com pan <::; 
posts.) Mr. Moore gaw me all the information that I required,' viz: that 
the river was called tIlt' l\Ietisl'an, a tributary of the Waswanepe Howing' 
into Hudson Bay, and that the post was distant about twenty days' tra,"el 
from the coa;.;t, that there were many falls and rapids on the ri '"<'1', involving', 
of course, portage:-:, which would fender tra,"elliug' comparati\'"ly slow. 

Whilst at Meti:-;can two Indians arrived who informed me that the 
waters of the Chamouchouan were distant about ei~'hty mile;.; in a north
easterly direction, [lnd that the c.ountry was rough and mountainous. 

The country from lake Onigamis to the hi2ight of laud is level, the soil 
sandy, but the growth of timber is larger than it is helow Onigamis, parti
cularl y aspen and tamarac; SOllle of the latter kind about the height of 
land is of great size. From th,! height of land to the Hudtion Bay post 
at Metiscan, the land is level or gently undulating' and the soilgcllerally 
sandy. About one thircl of it is brule; the remainder is covered with a 
growth of spruce, cypress, fir, houleau, as\li'Il. and, near :'-.Idisc.clll, a few very 
small stunted cedars, which are not found within some di"tan,·,' below 
Weymontachinque. 

The climate at Metiscan will not admit 01 the successful nllS111~' of 
crops of any kind; they ha \'e no~ ti l!1I' to ri pen; there, pota t 01.':-: are abou t the 
size of walnuts. 

On my return to the height of land I there placed a boundary between 
Canacla and the Hudson Day territory, inscribing on thl' po:-;t the latitude 
and variation, also the disrance from Rat ri VI'r, &,~., and also another post 
on the border of lake Cawakahiskitee (where I started my line across the 
height of land) inscribing thereon" portag'e to Jldiscan," and the distance 
thereto. 



Haying thus satisfactorily established the position of the height of land, 
,ye resumed the scaling of the St. ~Iaurice to its source, and the further we 
went the poorer we found the country; the growth, which is cypress, spruce, 
fir, bouleau and tamarac, is small and scrubby, and before arriving at the 
source we fell into a brllle (the same extending from Metiscan) which 
reaches far to the ,,,,,:,;t and sonth. 

The St. Mauri,,<', after skirtin~- the lwight of land for some distance, 
takes its rj~" in two "mail spring's, on,~' bein2,' in a small s~w anna, and the 
other a quarter of a mile from it at the foot of a small hill, forming part of 
the hei~ht ,,1' land. j, li'w steps ,,~ill take one across this hill into the 
Hudson Bay territory. Chainillg- on from the source in a southwest
erly diredion, we immediately entered npon the territory, and there 
found seyerallakes forming the head waters of the rin'r Kenusio, or Pike 
riYer, and, continuing 011 ill the 'ianw di]'edion a f,'w miles further, we 
recrossed into Canada. and immediately, at the foot of the height of land, 
struck the head,'atc')s of the west hranch of the rin'r Gatineau. 

This portion of the height of land is exceedingly poor and barren; it is 
~tony, rOllg'h and broken into a number of short hills, amon2,':,;t which are 
found large boulders str'~'\Ved about, and ol:,-asionally between the hills is 
found a small savanna. All this is an old brul,', but the little hills are 
croy';ned with scrubby '-ypre:o;s a few feet in Jwight. These hills on first 
coming into "jew appear to be high mountains at a considerable distance, 
coyered ",it h Lng'" tim bel', but both h,'i~ht and distance are exaggerated; a 
short walk brill~-s you up to th(·IO, and the mountains and iarge timber 
dwindle down into small hills and ~nnbby brush. 

I scaled t h i~ branch of the Gati 11,,;[ n down, un til I made a conw:dioll 
with the already surnyed portioll thereof, and then returned and resumed 
my original course, upon whi,,-h I ,-;trul-k a second and a thll'd branch of the 
same riYeJ', taking all these brandl,'s at their sources, I scaled them down 
as far a:o; I thought adyisable, th~lt is, as far a:,; they went upon the course 
which I ,,,ished to make. On finding that the third branch began to make 
ea~tillg, I left it, and made across for the Ottawa, which I took at its source 
and scaled down as far as a post planted at the end of the line between the 
di"tricts of Utta",« and Montreal on the border of Kamechapegat or Big 
~tone lake. 

All this portion of the Gatineau is barren and unprofitable; the upper 
part is all old brule, with many bald, rocky hills, which giYe it a ,ery 
desolate appearance. 
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.A little before leaving the G-atineau to cross to the Otta~wa, we get into 
green timber, spruce, fir, cypress, bouleau, aspen and tamarac; and the coun
try between the two rivers is undulating. On coming to the head of the 
Ottawa, we begin to find a little pine, not having s.',_'n one sineI' we left 
the neighborhood of Weymontachinque. A small quantity of this timber 
is found between the source of the OUa \Va and about one mill' below the 
outlet of lake Travers; it then disappears :11Id is not again foun(l Ull til :l bout 
the fortieth mile from the source; from there it increases in qnantityand 
quality as we descend the river. 

The country along the Upper Ottawa is comparati,"ely 11'\' .. 1 ; in many 
places along the rinr there ar.' low alltrnd fiats, with high ground in the 
rear, and the countr.\' generally is susceptihle ofcultinltion. 

. The Indians along the Upper Ottawa belong to the AIg·onquin tribe, and 
are very few in number, although game (sueh as moo",· and caribou) 
is more plentiful than on the epper St. Mamiec. The fur-bearing animals, 
with the exception of the beaver, are ,ery scare.' Oli the l'pper (lttawa (mel 
Gatillean and as far as a little lwlow tht) source of the ~l. l\Ianrin·, but 
from the height of land through to Metisran and down the St. ~Ianri,· .. to 
lake Wesquatowcou, dark marten of very fine quality are particularly 
abundant, and from there down, and along all the lakes and tributaries, are 
found beaver, otter, mink, muskrat, marten and fisher, all of which bear 
very nluable furs. 

(John Bigne/l, IGth Augmt, 1S7~.) 



GULF DISTRICT. 

The Mingall group of islands appear to possess bnt little soil. Large: 
Island, although 100 feet above the sea in some places, more particularly 
on the south and south-"we:;t sides, is marked 1)), the le\'els of ancient sea 
beaches, composed of small limestone pebbles, and, except where the moss 
has spread on-l' them, but little differences wpre percei\'ed between the 
ancient beache:<, and the one at present washed by the ocean. A succession 
of these beaches is well marked by a series of steps with a horizontal sur
face above eadl of an irregular breadth, not always following the sinuosi
ties of the 0111' below, as sometimes h\'o of these steps will run into one. 
Th('se tena«:'8 are elevated aboye one another from fiYe to bycnty or 
thirty feet. 

The south-west portion of the j"land is a successsion of such terraces 
still nearly tl"Yoid of soil. It is only in pakhes that vegetation occurs. and 
the patches ha"e a "ery irregular contour, in no way that I could percei.e 
dependent on the form or direction of the terraces. Sometimes they would 
shew an irregular outline on a terrace and then run up or down in an 
irregular strip to the next terrace, giYing to the whole flight of steps a parti
colored a:"lwd like that of a bOlly partially deprived of its skin. 

Another feature which marks :,;trongly the change of relative 11.'\'1.'1 in 
regard t.o Sl'C1 and land alld tends at the same time to much picturesqueness 
of the scenery is the presence of what have been termed flo\\'er-pot·rocks. 
These, as the name import:", resemble flower-pots on a large scale. Hun
dreds of thes\.~ sbnd up out of the rising tide to heights Ycll'~'illg from ten 
to fifteen feet. \"ith breadths from a few feet to thirty or forty, widening 
toward the top. Tht.), are composed of horizontal layers of limestone piled 
on one another, and are the remains of stratified masses that were once 
united, but han' l'l'·m gradually worn away hy the destrnctiye action of 
the sea, and while many of those standing in the water to yarious depths, 
according to the state of the tide, I'h,,\\' the wa no:; still at work upon them, 
some straggling ones are seen a\',ay high up on the island, showing a simi
lar action when the relatiye levels of the sea and land were from fifty to 
sixty feet different from what they are now. 



663 

The strike of the IYIingan group of rocks dn!'s not differ ,'ery materially 
from that of the strata of Anticosti, and the distan('p across the measures 
from the highest beds of Large Island to the lowest of Anti~osti is about 
nineteen miles. Supposing that the inclination in this space does lIot 
differ from the average of those at the two "xtrewe:-, ",hic·h would not be 
far from ninety feet in a mile, the thicklll'ti.~ of the measures eroppin!,\' out in 
the water wonld be about 1,7011 feet. 

(James Bic1/11o!su/I. 1st Marc'h, 1 H!i7.) 

IsLAXD OFAXTICOSTJ. 

Character of the Country and Coast.-A great part of the coabt has a lwlt of 
reefs that are dry at low water, while they are "o\'PI'l,cl according In the 
state of the tide at yariom; depths at high watel'. The onter edge of Ilwsc 
reefs forms a precipice, according to Hayfield, of twenty, fifty and even a 
hundred feet; they occasionally sheIn a little, but gellerally so little, that 
vessels approaching the coast haH but small intimati0lI of dang.~r from 
soundings. 

These reefs are composed of the argilaceous limestone of the island and 
extend out from the shore usually from a quarter of a mile to a mile, aud, 
in one or two instances, to about a mile and a half, Th,·y conform to the 
bend~ of the coast, and, where bays occur, d,'ell wah:r may he ,'xp,'d,!(l to 
within a quarter or half a mile of the head of t 11<' hay, in a lillp up the 
centre, usually at about right angles to the g','IlI'ral run "I' the coast. 

From the west end, the reefs are continuou;; 1)11 the south ;;irl.' to 
81. Mary's ri,'er, for about six miles io the en,t of which d""p wah'r pre
yails close in shore; from this the I""i>f" again extelld to South West point, 
with the exception of a mile'befor~ readling it, and a mile on each sicll~ of 
Jupiter ri,'er. From South-"West point tllt>y run about fonr mill's to the 
eao;t, beyond which, the Iron rivpr, only a fe,.y p"int.-.; \\'e\'l' ob:-;,'rl'l·d where 
reefs existed; but from Iron ri\'l'l' to Heath point, alld for twn mil\':-; 11orth
east of it, they are \'ery gl'neral. On the north sicl,·, dl'l'P water pl'I'nils 
close in towards the beach, as far as Observation bav; but from ()!Js"ITa
tion bay to the West end, reefs are well marked,' with the .'xl·,'ption of 
about a mile, rounding North point. 

On the reefs it is not uncommon to meet with boulders, but great 
distances may be seen without them; where they occur it is generallr in 
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considerable numbers, covering' patches of from one or two acres up tu half 
a mill'; they are oftener seen in the ba\'s than in less sheltered places; but 
North point would be an exception to this; they are there closely packed 
together for ahout half a mile, and some of them are of a large size; they 

beloJl2; to the Laurentian ,wri,·s of rod;:s. 

The south "idL' of the island, in ih general asr,,·,'t, is low; the most 
elc\'at"d points dose on this coast 'lre at th,· mouth of .Jupiter ri\Ter, where 
clift:s rise on the va"t side to th,· height of from eighty to a hundred feet, 
and on the Wl·"t side to a hundred and fifty Let. On no other part of the 
south coast; \Yen' they o!),;t'n"ed to ris,' more than from thirty to sixty feet, 
but the ~"Ilt'ra1 h"E!'ht abo\'L' th.· sea is from ten to t\yenty feet. 

From the :-)ollth--W"st point to the W,"st "IHI, the hills inland are more 
elcntt .. d than the~' are to tlj{~ ea-.;tward; in g.·neral they rise g'racln'llly and 
11101'" continuollsly from the "hore, attainill!..;' the height of from a hundred 
and fdly to two hnndr .. J and fifty f"ct, at about the distance of from one to 
thn',' mil,·". From thi~, hU\\"'\','r, an~ to 1)1' ,'xl· •. ·pte,] "I'rtain loe;tlities on the 
coast, W Ill' l'l' plains ar.' m..t with havill~' a snperficial area of from a hun
dred to a thon-,and ~l,.')'es uuderlaid by peat, partly bare of vegetation, but 
OYer (on"iderahk spac,-'" SllPl",rtillC;' a h.'a\'y ~Tu\\'th of wild grass from 
four to fi n~ fl·,:t high, 

From a p",ilion a few mil .. " "~lSt of ~outh·'V,'st point to 'Wreck bay, 
whidl is at the ":lSt pnll of th,~ island. 1,..t\\".'\'11 Heath point and East point, 
th .. ele\"ation of the coast U!)()\',· hi!..;'h water is from s~yeu to fifteen feet, 
wit,h th,· ex""ption of th,~ nei~'hhonrhood of :' .. uth point and Cormorant 
point, \\'hich ri".' to tilt' lwi~'ht of from t wenly II) thirty t>et on the shore; 
but Yt:ry littJ.. ris.! takes pla,'" iui:tnd for from one to three miles, and this 
Hat ;o,nri'ace is j,"\lIl,h·,l to tIlt' north hy a :,!T:ltlnal slope, rising' to the height 
of trom one hundr.·d to two hundred f"d, IH'obablY becominO' more elevated 

• 0 

still further inland. The low "Olltltry is a "tlC"l'ssion of peat plains, 0,',';1-

sionally bare, but often covered with wild gTass; the whole being varied 
with :--trips awl ,lumps of tn-"·,,, as well as dotted with small lakes, on 
which dncb, :'!""'"'' and other wild fow 1 breed in considerable numhers, 

The whole of the north side of the i,;jand is a sncce"siOll of ridge-like 
ele\'ations "f from ~no to 5(11) feet abo\'e the ""a, separated by depressions. 
From English H":lll, thr,·\· miles east from the ,Vest end, to ,Vest Cliff, a 
distance of fifty.,'i~'ht miles in a straight line, each Sllt'ces;o,ive ridge or valley 
oceupies a breadth of from four to six miles; the ridges form a somewhat 
rounded end, facillg the sea on th~ nort h; their rise is first well marked at 
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from a quarter of a mile to a mile from the shore, and, in about a mile more 
inland, they attain their greatrst eleyation; continuing this rleyation to 
the south and widening, they narrow the intermediate yalley, until, as far 
as known, the country becomes in appearan,·c of a g"'ntly undulating cha
racter. The run of the yalleys with SOI1W ex~eptiolls i" 11\)111 f-i. LI)'-) \\'. to 
S. ;3(1 "".. . 

.3Llt'Clster ridge or mountain, ele\'en miles east from the \V,'.',t end, rises 
upwards of four hundred feet at about a mile inland. 1-fi!.{h Cliff, t'ighteell 
miles further east, is probably ;jllii feet, olle quarter of a mil.> frum the shore; 
these are in some respect,; the most conspicuous ridge". Hi~'h Cliff is a 
bold head· land, ,\'hile ~Ia"astey mountain is separated by a broader valley 
than usual from its llei~'h hour to the east, and is higher than any other to 
the west. l'.Iat·astey mountain is a conspicuous objed when \'i'~wed e\'en 
from the south side of the island, in the neighbourhood of Ellis or Gamache 
bay; "~liling up this natural harbour, it is observed in frollt a little to the 
right about fiye or six miles dist"nt. 

The succession of ridg'l' and valley, from English H,'ad all thc way to 
West Cliff, is rC~'ular and "hanl<'teristic, and prn lun's a pleasing' and beau
tiful effect. From \Vest Cliff to Ohsl:'l'\'ation bay, a distance of about twenty 
miles, there is a similar succession, but on this part the rid!.!·l's rise to their 
full ele\'ation nearer to the shore. 'Yest Oliff rises immediately o\'er the Sl'a 
to an ele\'atioll of behnoen ~OO andWO feet. Charleton point ha~ an eleva
tion of H 0 feet O\'er the sea, and a quarter of a mile inland rises to between 
300 and 400 feet; from Charleton point to ()bservatioll hay, the coast is 
somewhat lower, UI,,,elTation bay forming' an indentation on the coast of a 
mile and a quarter deep, and fi "(' miles across; from the head 01' this bay a 
well marked valley lwars :-i. 10° 'V. 

From Ob~t'rvation bay to Gull cape, a distance of fifty-three miles, the 
cliffs become more prominent on thl' coast, rising almost perpendicularly at 
the points to the height of from 100 to :100 feet, and the illlll'ntations are 
more numerous, producing mon' sharply defined yalley,;. 

Detween D .. ar Head and cape Hohert, a distance of fin' miles and a 
half, the greatest indentation from a straight line is about a mile and a 
half, but this is subdivided into Enston bay, Tow"r bay and "rhite bay, 
the last being the largest. 

Salmon ri ,reI' bay, east from cape Henry, is li n~ HUl,·S wide, and its 
greatest depth is one mile. Salmon river runs through a well marked 
valley, of which the general bearing up stream is S. G:j' W. for nearly six 
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miles, where a transyerse yalley, on the bearing~. 77° W. and N. 77" E. 
(about parallel with the coast) meets it, and gi \'es it two streams rnnning 
from opposi te directions. From the middle of the yalley the land gradually 
rises on each side to the height of from 400 to 450 feet, and the bed of the 
valley mnst rise pretty fast; for though the current of the stream i." with
out leaps, it is rather rapid. 

Prinsta bay further ea~t i~ an indentation of about one mile in depth, 
with a width of a mile and a half; perpendicular clift.~ surround this bay 
to the height of from 11)0 to ] ;-.0 feet, except at the wry head, where t\Yo 
creeks cut through the rock. On the \Yest side of Prinsta bay is cape James, 
150 teet in height; and on the east is Table Head. Table Head has a face of 
from 150 to ] 60 feet perpendicular, and gains almost at once an additional 
height, from the ~nmmit of \Yhich there is a gradual descent on the opposite 
side, the surfdce, forming on that side a rough outline to the ,-alley through 
which Fox riyeJ' pa~:,;('s to Fox bay, which affords the second important 
harbour on the j,.;)and. The upward course of the yalley of the Fox river is 
N. 7~() W. 

From Fox point on the wpst sid\' qf the bay to Gull cape, upwards of 
a mile on the east side, thpre is a distance of six miles, in 'which the t'na~t 
is low, Fox point, the highest part of this, not being more than from thirty 
to forty f~et aboy., the sca. 

From Gull cape to 'Wreck 1><1~', a distant'c of eleyen miles, the cliff's are 
in general perpendicular, and from 11)1) to 130 f.'et high, gaining but iittle 
eleyation inland, probably not 0\'81' Ino !'t'd, while thr' surface back from 
them giYe!', as far as (lbsern·d, a slightly rollin!.!' ,·onntry. 

ExceptilE!' the yalley of Jupiter ri,-er, there are no w"}l defined ,-alleys 
on the south "ich· of the island. 

In respect to the soil of the island, the plain~ on the south side, a'i has 
been stated, are composed of peat, hut the general \'('getation of the country 
i& supported l)y a drift eomposed foJ' the mu"t part of a ,'al,:areons clay and 
a light gn'y or brown colored sand. The l'lements 01 the soil would lead 
to the conclu"iull at' its being a good one, but the opinion of most persolls, 
guided by the rules derind from the destTiption of timber which grows 011 

it, would not be fa,-o!'able, as there is almost a complete absence, as far as 
my obselTation went, of the hard-wood trees supposed to he the sure indi
cation of a guod settling country. 
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The most abundant tree is spruce, in size yarying from eight to eight
een inches in diameter, and from forty to eig-hty feet in length. On the 
north coast, and in some parts of the south, it is found of g-ood size in the 
open woods close by the beach, without any inten-euing space of stnnted 
growth; the stunted growth was occasionally lllet with on the north ,side 
but it is only on the tops of cliffs, and other places exposed to the sweep of 
the heavy 00astwiuds, where spruce, or any other tree on the island, if; 
stunted. In these situations there is oftentimes a low, dense and almost 
impenetrable barrier of stunted spruce, of from ten to twenty feet across, 
and rarely exceeding a hundred fept; beyond which open woods and 
good, comparatively large tillllJt'l' pn.'\-ails. 

Pine was observed in the yal~l'y of the Salmon river, about four miles 
inland, where tell or twelve trees that were measured ~'a\'e frolll twelve to 
twenty inches in diameter at the base, with heights varying from sixty to 
eighty feet. White and ypllow birch are common in sizt's from a few 
inches to two feet in diameter at the base, and from hWlIty to fifty feet 
high. Balsam-fir was seen, but it was small and not abundant. Tamarac 
was observed, but it was likewise small and scarce. (hlt' of our men, 
however, who is a hunter on the island, informed me hI' had :-;I'en gro\-es of 
this timber north from Ellis or Gamache bay, of which some of the trees 
were three feet in diameter and over a hundred feet in height. Poplar 
was met with in gro\-es, close to the beach, on the north side of the island, 

Of fruit-bearing' trees and shrubs, the mountain ash or rO\\-itll was the 
largest; it was most abundant in the interior, bnt appeared to be of the 
largest size close on the beach. especially on the north side, \\' here it attains 
the height of forty feet, with long extending and somewhat slender 
branches, co\-ered with clusters of fruit. The hig-h cranberry (Vibllrnum 
opulus) produces a large and juicy fruit, and is abundant. A species of 
gooseberry bush of from two to three feet high is met with in the woods, 
but appl:'ars to thriye best close to the shingle, on the beach, where strips 
of two or three yards across and half a mile long were o,'cl'>iollall y covered 
with it; the fruit is yery good and resembles in ta,.;te the garden berry; 
it is smooth and black-colored and about the size of a common marble; 
the shrub appeared to be \"err prolific. Red and black currants are likewise 
abundant; there appear to be two kinds of each, in one of which the berry 
is smooth, rebemblillg both in taste and appearance that of the garden; the 
other rough and prickly, with a bitter taste. 

Strawberriel' are found near the beach; in size and flavor they are but 
little inferior to the garden fruit; they are most abundant amonO' the O'rass 

<:> I:> 



668 

in the openings. and their season is from the middle of July to the end of 
AUQ'ust, Fin 01' six other kinds of fruit-bearing plants were obsen-ed, 
so~e of which might be found of value. The low cranbf'rry,,'as seen in 
one Or two places in some abundance, but I was informed that it was less 
abundant than in many other past seasons, The raspberry was rarely 
met ,,,,ith. 

The mo>,t surprising part of the natural n'getation was a spe('ies of pea 
which was found on the beach, and in open speaces in the woods: on the 
beach the plant, like the ordinary cultinted field-pea, often covered spaces 
from a quarter of an <len' to an acre in extent; the stem and the leaf were 
larue and the pea sufficienth' so to be ouathered for use; the straw when '" , . 
required is cut and cured for feed for cattle and horses during the winter. 

But little i:-: y..t known of the agricultural capahilities of the island; 
the "Illy attempts at ('uiti,'ation that haye been made are at Gamache bay, 
~onth-\r l'",t poiut and Heath point. South-W c:-;t point and Heath point are 
two of the most exposed plan's on the island, and Gamache bay, though a 
~heltpH'd p,,>itinll, has a p\'at soil, the whole bl'ill~' thus unfavourable. 

On the ~:;llll .T nly potatoes were well ad I'anced and in healthy condi
tion at Gamache bay; but a field under hay, consisting of timothy, clover 
and natural ~'l'ass, did not shew a heayy crop. At South-\Yest point, :'11'. 
Pope had about three ant'S of potatoes planted in rows three feet apart; he 
informed m,' he l'xpected a yield of 600 bushels, and, at the time of my 
arriY<11 on the ;jth of August, the plants Wl'n' in full blossom, and co,-ered 
the ground thoroughly; jud!.!,'ing: from tlw appearance they seemed the 
finest p.ltch of potatol'>' I had eVI'r seen. "lbout half an acre of barley was 
at the tim\' commt'IlCill!:\' to ril,en : it stood about four feet high, with 
strong stalk and \yell filled ear, IohselTed oats iu an adjoining patch; 
th('se had b""11 late sown, being' intended for ",inter feed for cattle; their 
appearanl'l:~ indicated a large yield, 

On the day of my arrival at Heath point, the ~:jrd Augnst, I ~\('I~om
panied Mr. J uliall, about a mile from the light-house. to a piece of ground 
composed of yellowish-brown loam, ",hii'll he had cleared ill the woods and 
plauted about the middle of June with putato,'>' l'ud peas; of the potatoes 
he procured a bucket-full of good :,;iZt' and middling good quality_ The peas" 
were in blossom, yet a few pods \\"ere found to be fit for nse. In this patch 
I disco\'ered three l'ar", of bald wheat, the seed (If which had been among 
the peas when sown; they were just getting in to blossom, and probably 
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would ripen; the ear W<I:'; an average size, and [ho straw about three and 
a half feet high. 

I observed frost onlY once; it was on the lSth ~t'ptt'mher, but not 
sufficiently seyore to do injury to growing crops; and I was informed by 

-_Mr. Julian that the lowe"t temperature of the previous winter wa:,; only 
seyen degrees Fahrenheit below zero. ()n the ('onsi, as might I),· "xr,,~ded, 
the atmo:;phere is damper, and the temperature from ten to fiftc,'n d"gTc'(>' 
below that of the interior, during June, July, August and :S,'ptemb,'r, and 
probably May and October. 

During the three months of my stay on the i:sland, jo!.!'~ pre,-ailpd j'll' 

ten days, six of which were the 31st July und the 2nd, 3rd, -lth and 5th of 
August, while we were at South-"rest point; :\Ir Pope told mt' it was an 
unusual occutrence, I o!JserYed that frequent opening's in th,' j"!j' were 
seen towards the land, leading to the idea that it wa~ less d"ll,~" in the 
interior, 

I obsernd some catth· at South-'Westpoint, b,·longil1!.!' to ~Ir, 1'''lw and 
nil'. I..orbet; they appeared to be in good condition, although they had 
been left to provide for themselYes in the woodopenin~:s,,,r along- the >'hore, 
A horse belonging to Ml'. Pupe was in equally goud ('Ullllition, 

IIarbours,-Gamach,· or Ellis bay and Fox bay are the only two har
bours on the island that are comparatinly ,~:1t'p in all ,yincb; the lormer i~ 
eight and a half miles from West end lighthouse, on the sonth "ill,·; the 
latter is fifteen miles from Heath point lighthouse, on the north sid,·, From 
cape Eagle to cape Ilplln-, across the mouth of Uall1adw !J:IY, tIlt' J.i~tance 
is two miles, ,yith a breadth of deep 'Yater of three-quarter,,, of <I mile, 
extending up the bay a mile and a half, while th,~ dl'pth of the ind,'lltation 
is two miles and a half, Fox bay is smaller and has less depth ()i' water 
than Gamache bay_ The distance across its mouth is a mile alltl a half, 
with half a mile of deep water in the centre, extending up the bay nine
tenths of a mile; the whole depth of indentation being one mil." and two
ten ths. These two harbours occur in the same geological formation, while 
the rock presents a very regular and comparatively le\'el surface, oYer 
which a road could be easily constructed from one harbour to the other, 
the distance being 120 miles; by such means the whole island would be 
brought to within a moderate distance of a road haying a natural harbour 
at each end. 

It belongs to an engineer to say how far these natural harbours might 
be capable of artificial improvement. The belt of reef about a mile wide, 
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that lines the shore within them, is composed of argilaceolls limestone in 
nearly horizontal b2ds, which are dry at low water of spring tides. Possibly 
one mode of impro,'ement might be to make eX"~1\'ations in the limestone 
to the depth required, and to n:se the materials thns obtained partly to raise 
the sides of the ,'x"ayations high enough for pi,'r..;, and partly for the con- . 
strnction of break-waters outside. The depth of water on the reefs at spring 
tides is ahout ~,ix l<'et, and the i'trength of the bn'ak-water might be made 
aCl'ordingly I han' b"'>ll informed that a "I'ss"l of .jOO tons has been loaded 
·vith a cargo of timber in Gamache bay. 

During a hea,"y wind from the ,'as!, while I \ras at Fox bay, a schooner 
Trill in for shelter, and appeared to be quite safe. On account of the safe· 
ness of this harbour, a proyisioll post \yas established in it; but Sill('" the 
I!redion of Heath point lighthouse, seyenteen or eighteen years ag'o, it has 
been discontinued: not a silH~'le house nO-N remains, although they appear 
to haye ))1'1:11 numeron,,,; at OIl\' tim", Pro,"ision PII.';t ,'>till remains indicated 
there; and it happlmed in one installl'l' at least, that a yessel was wrecked 
within sig'ht of H"ath point, but lIlt' ITI'W, iu..;te~ld of going to the light. 
house, Wl'nt "lrai!,!'ht to Fox bay, where they confidently expected to find 
shelter; the consequence was that ~1'YI'],;11 of them perished with cold and 
hun~e]' (the time h-ill!,!' the beginning of December), before they could reach 
the lighthouse at Heath point. 1'h,~ indication cannot be erased from old -
('harts that may be in the hands of marinel's, but I am not aware what 
means haye heen taken to make nayigators acqnainted with the change. 

I do not know of all yother harbours on the island that are sheltered from 
all wind,~, and it aplwa]'t; to 1lI1' that from en'r~' other pn'iitiOll on the "O~lst, 
any ,""sselnear the shore, down tl) the "izt' of a S,'hnoller. dll1'ing the ,-xis
lelll'e of 011'- wiud or olli,'r would hi' imrnediat,'ly obligeu to put up to sea; 
for ~lllall boat s of Jrnm three to tell ton:o; bmthen, there are scarcely ten 
miles of the I'O~\o-t \\'herl' ~heltE'r could not be found by passing up the small 
riYt'rs at high water; and there are many hays that might perhaps be made 
'Safe by exca "ations sim ilar to those to which all nsion h~1s been made 

ni~'NS lIlId 1.0/,(.',-·1'11" streams that are met with along the coast are, 
~'on:',iderin!:?: the hreadth of the island, very numerons. There is s":HI'"ly a 
mile that i,'i not supplied with its deal' sl]'I.':UI1 of wak]', and l'nrr six or 
nine miles shew olle of a size sufficiently large, and with a JIll'" sufficiently , 
constant, to keep machinery going' \Valerfalls, lwar th" I'nast, often present 
excellent sitl's for the pm pose. The water of thes,' streams is always more 
or less calcareOlll:', On the south side the larg',·:-,t rivers are the Bc~sie, the 
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Otter, the Jupiter, (which is the largest on thp. island) the Pavillon and 
Chaloupe; on the north, the Fox and Salmon riYers are the largest. 

On the son th shore numerous ponds and small lakes Wt'ru sel'll just 
inside the shingle beach; towards the east end of the islalld th'T (lecur ill 
low swampy flats that there rn11 along the shore. :\'om' Wt'rt' md with 
farther h:1("k. :\lId none were obserYt'c! on the north side of the island, eXt'cpt 

a few small ponlb close to the beach. 

Great :-lalt lake, Little :-lalt lake, Chaloupe lake, letkl' Lanoix, 011 the 
south sidp, and Fox lake on the north side, an' in reality iac:'o"llS of salt 
water, the tide fluwing in and out and mingling with the fresh wetter of the 
nyers. 

~Iost of the streams and lakes swarm with the finest brook trout and 
salmon trout, and I:lrg't' shoals of mach'r!'l were almost Jaily ,,\Js"n'ed all 
arouud the island,Bnt, in my tonI', I saw no :1 ppe:II':I]lI'l! of st'hoom'r,'i employed 
in fishing, with the l'xt'I'ptioll of one at :"-Iouth Point. The only operations I 
heaI'd of conlolected "'ith the trade \nrl' t':lrrit'd on at the month of a few 
of the larger streams on the south side and at that of :-laimull ri\'ur on the 
north by men under ~Ir. Corlwt, the ].'SSl'" of the island, and werc entirely 
confined to the taking' of salmon and salmon tront. "'.'als were extremely 
abundant, and hnt for a few Indians who .come o\'er from }Iill!.,\'an ill July 
and A ngust and take a few of t hem on the north side of I he island, they 
would be whollr undistnrhed. In the bays and more shell.,rl"l places round 
the island, these tT,';) tures are met with by thousand:,. It \\'as not t'llCommon 
to stumble ;)tToS,~ ont~ asleep on the b2ach, ",11"11 generally it was ell'.";< 

patched with a blow or two uf our hammers, 

:)l!\'t'ral spI't'it':; of whales \\'t>rl~ obsel\'ed to l)'~ abundant towards the 
West end of the island. This must lw a favorite rl';,;or! :\:; th .. y were either 
seen or head at irregular inten',ds day and night. Olle of them about 
sixty feet in length, and :lbout fifteen ref't abo\'e the water's ",Ltt', was found 
grounded on the wef in Prinsta bay when we passed on tIll.' :3rlL ~t'ptember, 

The only fishin~' schoon'!''; I S~t\Y, \'{ith the eXI"ption of th" one men
tioned, were at thl' ~Iin~'an islands, whpre tweh-.. or thirtet'n t'aillt! to the 
harbor for shelter dl1l'il.lg' a storm, I was informed hy Mr, Helldl~l'son, the 
gentleman in charge of the Hudson U Iy Company's post at :\IillQ'alJ, that 
they wel't' all hom American ports, ,-

Wild Anima{s,-The wild anim tis met with on tht~ island, as far as I am 
aware, art! the common black bear, the red, the black, and the sil \'81' fox and 
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the martell. ]j ':tr" are said to be ,"ery numerous, and hunters talk of their 
beillg met with by dozens at a time; but on my excursions I only observed 
one at Ellis bay: i \YO ne,n Cormorant point, and one in the neighhourhood 
of ObserYation (';lpe, I ('amI' upon the last one on a narrow strip of beach 
at the foot of a hi~'h and nearly n'rti"al (;liff. ~\'L'n from a distance, I tOJk 
the animal for a burnt log'. and it was only when \yithin fifty yards of him 
that I lwr<~('i\·,'<1 my mi"take, He appeared t.o be too busily engaged in 
makin~' his morning meal on the remains of a seal, to pay any attention to 
me, for alth.,llc!'i1 with a "iew' of g'i,"ing him notice to quit I stmek my 
hammer upon a boulder that wa:; near and male other noi:;es \\' hich I 
conceived mig'ht aLum him, he nen'r raised hi,; head to show that he was 
aware of my pr,'s,'nl'e, hut kept on until he had finished the car,:ass, ohliging 
me, hayill!,;' no rifle, to ]'t'main a looker on for half an hour. When nothing 
of the seal rem'lilled but the bones, the bear climbed in a leisurely \Yay up 
the fa('.~ of the naked ,'Iiff, \vhi('h ('ould not he many degrees out of the 
perpendi,'ular, throwing down :1" he pa..;,;ed considerable blocks of rock, and 
disappeared 0\",,1' tilt' >'lllllmit whi .. h was not I.,,.;:; than a hllndred i.,,~t 

above the >','a, 

Foxes and lIlull'ns are ,",'ry abundant; the mart,'ll \\'.lS frequently 
heard during the niC!'ht ill th" Ilei~'hbmrhood of our camp, and 1'0XC'S \vere 
seen on s'>H'ral o ','a"io!ls, I)f the siL\".'r-gr.:y fox, th8 skin of which frequently 
sells for from twenl)' fi\'e to thirty pounds currency, from four to twelre 
have been olJtaill,'(l by the hunter,.; (,";l'n- wintt·l'. Mr. Corbet, the le"spe of 
the island, employ" s,',".'ral Bleil durin~ that ';(':lS011 to hunt these aninuh 
for th .. ir fur, and I lu}(l.'r:;tand h,~ makes sonw profit hy the trade. 

I heard .. j' 11,) animals of any ()tllt'r d.>s,riptioll, with th~ I'x,'eption 01 

\yild fowl. anti I ,.;a \\" no t'r0C!"'; or reptil,>:; oj' any d,!s,~ription, and I W,ts 

informed lly thl' hUllt.'r:; that there were none. 

Haling ill this report d.>:;tTib.',l the geological fad,; presented to my 
observation in Anticosti, I am desirous of drawmg attention to the infer
ences that are c>uggested by the result,; as connected with the agricultural 
capabilities of the island. From th,· facts !2:i ,-en in regard to the natural 
Tegetation d th! island, or the limited agricultural experiments of which 
mention has been made, little of importalh'e can be gathered; but these, 
when taken in combination with the considerations suO'O'ested br the 

=>0 J 

attitude and mineral character of the rocks, appeal' to me to merit serious 
atten tion. 
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The strata of Anticosti being nearly horizontal cannot fail to give to 
the surface of the country a shape in some degree conforming to them. The 
surface will be nearly a IHel plain with only such modifications as are 
derived from the deeper wearing in a longitudinal direction of some of the 
softer beds, producing escarpments of no great elevation, with gentle slopes 
from their summits to a direction facing the sun, that will scarcely be 
perceptible to the eye. The easily disintegrating charadeI' of the rocks 
forming the subsoil can scarcely fail to have permitted a great admixture of 
their ruins with whatever drift may have been brought to constitute a 
soil, and it is reasonable to suppose that the mineral character of the argila
ceous limestones must haye giyen to those ruins a. fertile ,·hara<:ter. It is 
precisely on suc.h rocks, in such a condition, and with such an attitude, 
that the best soils of the western peninsula of Oanada ',"est are placed, as 
well as of the Genesee country in the State of Ne\y-York. I have seen 
nothing in the actual soil as it exists to induce me to suppose that in so ft'l.1" 
as soil is considered, Anticosti will be anything inferior to those regions; 
and considerations of climate only can induce the opinion that it would in 
any way be inferior to them in agricultural capabilities. 

The three months that I was on the island were altogether too short a 
time to enable me to form any opinion upon the climate of Anti,·osti. But 
taking into view the known fact that large bodies of water are more difficult 
to cool and more difficult to heat than large surfaces of land, I should be 
inclined to suppose that Anticosti would not be so cold in winter nor so 
hot in summer as dis tricts that are more inland and more south, and that it 
would not compare unfavorably with any part of the country between it 
and Quebec. While autumn frost would take effect later at Anticosti, the 
spring would probably be a little earlier at Quebec. 

But such is the condition of the island at present that not a yard of the 
soil has been turned up by a permanent settler; and it is the case that 
about a million of acres of good land, at the very entrance from the ocean 
to the province, are left to lie waste, while great expenses are incurred to 
carry settlers to the most distant parts of the west. Taken ill l·onnection 
with the fisheries and the improvement of the navigation of the St. Law
rence, it appears to me that the establishment of an agricultural population 
on the island would not only be a profit to the settlers themselves, but a 
great advantage to the province at large. 

(James Richardson, 1st March, 1857.) 
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:l1A(; DALEN I~LA~D~. 

In the letters-patent granting the ~Iagdalen Islands to Isaac Coffin, 
Esq, mention is made of only six islands; because at that time under the 
o'eneral name of ~Ia~dalen Islands, were comprised Amherst, Grindstone, o -
Allright, Wolfe and Grus:se Isle, (t:s fOl'lnill~' but one i,;land. Thp, group of 
the Magdalen I:,land.~, how eyer, comprises ten distinct islands, now 
designated on :Ill charts and public douuments under the names of Entry 
Island, Amhl'r~t, Deadman's, Grindstone, Allright, ,Volfe, Grosse Isle, Coffin, 
Bryon and the Bird Islands. Fonr of thest', namely, Entry Island, D,~ad

man's, Bryon and the Bird Islands are absolutely isolated. having no com' 
munication "ith each other nor with th.· principal gronp, from which the 
most remote, the Bird bland&, are eighteen miles distant, and the ne(l.rest, 
Entry Island, thrt'e miles. Bryon Island i:s itself ten miles from the main 
islallu; and DC'allman':=; 1:,lanu eight miles from Amherst. 

TIll' six o:hcr island:,;, namely Urosse hIe, Coffin, Allright, Wolfe, 
Grindstone antI AI1,h.·]':st. compri:SL'd in the letters-patent under the col
lective name of ~Ltg'llalL'u Islands, are in :,;ome sort united to each other by 
banks of :,;and, which form lagoons of "oll:siderahle extent: b~lt th~~t' :;,UlLl 
banks are lran],:Sl·d by gullies or \\'atl']'-dlallneb which completely i;;olate 
these different g'l'oups aud form of th.!m SU many ditferent islanlls. 

All thE'S" i"lands tn~·,·ther, ,·ompri,;,·Ll within the p:1l'allels of forty·sey,;11 
degree8, thirty millut.-~ aud fortY'~"\"'1l degrees, fin' minute8, of north 
latitude, and \Wt\Y"PIl sixtY'OIIf' d"g'l""'s ei!:!'ht minut.·", and ~ixty-two 
dl'gl'<"'~ hn·lyp minut.·"" of Wl·"t 101l!:!'i[wl.·, are "itnate ""ry nearly in the 
middh· of the gulf ~t. L::.wrew·,', at the dio..;bll'·.' "f ahout one hundred and 
fifty milt>,-s from tIll' ('('elS! of Gas[ll', iormidg' a very important part of this 
('ounty, ;:;iw'e of dlt'llls.,lves they Pl'l'''''':lt an extent of coast line, of more 
than one hundred and forty miles, hy the contour of t~leir shores, being 
only about fifty miles less than the Itutire shore line of the re3t of county_ 

Some idea may also be formed of their great extent, if it be considered 
that thE're is a distance of seventy miles from Amherst Harbour, the south, 
east extremity of' tht'se islands, to east point, the extreme north-east limit of 
-the principal gruup. ~ ewrtheless none of these islands exceeds three and a 
half miles in its greatest breadth; Grindstone Island being by measure
ment the widest across. 
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It would be difficult to give the exact superficies of all the Magdalen 
Islands, taken collectiyely, or of each of them se\rerally, before they have 
been completely measured and surveyed. But from an approximate compu
tation their superficial extent may be estimated at .');j,400 acres of land; 
which, from the statistics accompanying the census of 1871, wonld be distri
buted as follows: 18,300 acres for Entry and Amherst Islands; 1:3,700 :1<'I','.s 
in Grindstone Island; 8,600 acres ill Allright Island, and H,800 :t('\',,;.; di vid.'d 
among Coffin Island, Grosse Isle and Bryon Island. Of this .Q,'eneral super
ficies it would appear that 6,000 :tnl'S are uuder culture, and if to this latter 
quantity there be added th.' same amount, that is, 1',I)(lO acres, for natural 
meadows, sand hills, swamps, &c, there remains a halance of -13,400 a<l'('.-: 
of forest land, of which probably 5,000 acres may be included in land." 
already conceded. There would therefore still remain on these islands about 
33,000 acres of forest land not cOllcedeJ, and 6,000 acres of natural meadows 
sand hills, swamps, &c., which the proprietor may yet dispose of, and ~he 
average ":llue of which may he, if not superior, at least equal to that of th,· 
timbered lands. 

The timber which grows on the Magdalen Islands is, of itlSt-dt', far from 
giving them any importance. sin"u its variety is limited to only three kinds, 
balsam (s(Jpin) , spruce and white birch. And this last, the only one which 
formerly s,'rved for the construction of schooners, is now becom2 \'('I'Y rare. 
The inha bitants therefore see with anxiety t he rapid disappearance of those 
small forests of dwarfed and stunted timber which still COYl'l' the sum~it 
of their mountains, dreading the day when they will ha\'.' alt')g·,ther (li."~lp
peared, either by clearing the land or by being taken for winter rnel, or still 
more rapidly by the destructive effect of a disastl'<)n~ confLl~Tations. This, 
then, is what gins the timher still fonnd standing' on thl':;" islands a vahll' 
which it would not possess in any other part of the province. And· th"l"'
fore ~Jso it is not without moti ves of gra ve nrg'c'llcy th~l t the 11l nnici pali ty 
has passed resolutions, prohibiting the wanton cutting of timher, and has 
appointed guardians to watch o\Cer each district and pre\'ent that unre
strained waste which takes place throughout the rest of th'3 cocmtry. It is 
evide:ut therefore that this article, so necessary to the domestic economy of 
the inhabitant!;;, not only for warming their habitations, hut also for enclosing 
their lan!!s, will every year become more and more expensi \'e on these 
islands, as it becomes by degrees more scarce, and as the population increases 
and the clearings become more extensive. 

If, on the one hand, the scarcity of wooel which even now necessitates 
the importation of coal from Pictou, in a locality where the inhtlrbitants are 
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left to their own resources during six months of the year \,\Tithout any 
means of communication with the outer world, is already a hindrance to 
the rapid increase of the population resident on these islands, on the other 
hand, to conntl'] balance this disadvantage, the iuhabitants of the Magdalen 
Island" draw from the soil of tlwir lands. and from the depths of the sea 
which surroullds them. il1t'xhau:-tible ridll'.:', which demand only a judi
"inn;.; and careful ('ulti,-ation to produce an abundance of ,-egetables, g't'ains 
and gT~l~S fur fodder. and only strong' arms for fishing, to take almost all 

,kinds of fii'h which the watl'rs uf the Gulf supply, 

Cumpetent pen-on::, han' not hesitated to assert that the soil of the 
Mugdalen Islands is "till richer than that of Prince Edward Island: and 
this latter is neyertheless considered as the garden of North America, If 
indeed the last census i::: examined, it will be found that for a population 
01'3,172 souls, there have been produced 1!I,143 bushels of grain and Ij~,'376 
bush"]:- of POtatOl';';, being six bushels of grain and t\wnty-one bushels of 
POlatOl'S 1'01' each indiyidual of the population. The inhabitants find also a 
still!!,'lt'al,')' :,OUl','l' of wealth in the produ,'e of the natural meadows, where 
tIll')' obtain an immense quantity of hay, which allows them to rear cattle 
in :-uell large numbers, that, in 1:-:71, there were reckoned, for 555 families, 
571; horsei', not induding foal:-:, ~,5~11 neat cattle, and nearly 5,000 sheep, 
representing a yalue of more than $]011,0011, We should still be below 
the real amount, were we to double this snm and estimate at $200,000 
the probablp ,-alue of the quantity of animals which might be reared 
on these i~1ands, when we ,'un;.;ider the little care the inhabitants bestow 
on thpir pa~t Ul't' land and the immense amount of fodder which is lost 
eyery year in these Yast natural prairies, 

If it is now desired to g'o further and to form some idea of the yalne of 
the immoveable propl'rty, including the improyements made on the occnpied 
lalit b, it is onl y necessary to ,'ullS nit the assess men t roll, the total of which 
prespnts the very considerable amount of 815!1,7;35: an amount which 
cannot be supposed to be exaggerated, and which might rather be carried 
to 8250,000, if we consider the aversion which the inhabitants gene
rally have to magnify the value ot'their property, or rather the desire which 
they shew 10 have themselyes assessed at the lowest flgure, when the 
municipal or school tax is in question, 

It is manift'st from the preceding figtut's that, in an agricnltural point 
ot yiew, the Magdalen Islands are certainly not behind the rest of the 
country and might be advantageously compared with other and more 
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favored counties of the pro·\ince. It is not, however, the soil alone which 
contributes to the importance of these islands: the sea which smroullds 
them on all sides is capable of supplying a variety of industries and of 
maintaining a commerce with all countries of the world to which the 
produce of our seas can he exported. The position of the Magdalen Islands, 
in the centre of vast fisheries, gh'"s to the in habi tants of these islands incon
testable adnntages for making the most of tlwlll The seal, the herring, 
the mackerel, the codfish, and a host of other fish, aucceed each other 
according to their seasons, and, when one kind is wanting, the fisherman 
may almost always feel assmed that another will make up for the loss by a 
greater abundance. 

The produce of the sea is ther~forCl for the inhabitants of the Magdalen 
Islands an inexhaustible source of wealth, \"hich wiIi e\'ery year augment 
their industrial and commercial prosperity, in proportion as their commu
nications with the adjoining provinces and with the rest of the Dominion 
become more easy and frequent, and as their relations \"ith those countries 
which consume their products bBcome more intimate and mo]'!' l'xtensin~. 

It may, perhaps, be a matter of surprise that, with so many ndntllta~">s 
and so many facilities for ad\'ancing their material ",,,Irar,,, there is but a 
small number of the inhabitants \"ho are in a prosperous conditioll. It 
must be Qonfessed that ther~ are but few places where the fishermen have 
attained a certain degree of comfort and com reten!')'; but there is no other 
locality ·where they might anin, ill so short a time, at a condition of 
independence, if the onerous rents which the inhabitants have to pay for 
their lands, on the ~agdalen Islands, were not an ol)~L\('I,~ to their advan
cement in the road of progress. We cannot shut our I>)'I'S to the fad, that 
the present system of land tenure will always keep these people in a state 
of hesitancy, which renders thE'm inacti\'e, lowers their moral feeling, and 
prevents them from entering on a new career of progl'2SS and impro\'ement. 
A large number of families have alr~ady sought a refng2 on the North Shore, 
abandoning their farms in a fairly advanced condition, pr2ferrillg to found 
a new settlement elsewhere than to cJntinue irnpro,'ements on lands which 
might some day be taken from them if the excessive r .. )11t of t .venty cents 
an acre were not paid regularly e\'ery year. So long as the lands aI',' subject 
to this rent, the proprietors will feel ill at .'asl" will remain in a state of 
indifference, and will preserve this feeling of unconcern, preV0ll ting them 
from laboring more actively to ameliorate their condition. Nowhere, 
besides, can there be found a race of men more intelligent stronger and 
more robust, mariners more daring or more hardened in the exercise of their 
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calling, or a class of fishermen more capable of enduring all their pri \Tations 
and prolonged labors and more ready to encounter the perils of the sea .. 

,"If e should therefore feel a desire to preserve intact a small population, 
born, so Lo S:1;;, upon the sea, and destined, in great part, to gain their 
liying there. There are no sacrifices which we should not make to 
ameliorate their position, to attach them to the soil, and to impro,'e their 
lot, by adopting such legi,;latin enactments as would change the exi.sting 
tenure and would gi,'e to each inhabitant a better title to the land which 
he occupies. 

(Alit. Paillchaud, December, 1875.) 



G.\SPE DISTRICT 

The Mao'dalen river falls into thl' St. Lawfl'IH'" on thp south side, in 
'" latitude 49° 15' 3~" N, and longitucle Ii?)'· 1.,\' :1Ij" W, nearly. Its mouth is 

about sixty miles aboye Cape Rosier, and about senut~" b2low Capl' Chatte. 
The entrance to it from the sea is on the west side of a not very deep bay, 
from which the right or east bank of the river is separ~tt'!u f0r about a mile 
by a narrow strip of fine gra,Tel, but little elevated abon' the hi!!'he"t tides, 
while the left bank consists of an escarpment of stratified ..]av, about ninety 
feet in height. containing marine shells of the drift period. This esC':up· 
ment continues out about a quarter of a milt' heyonrl the month of th" river, 
and, resting on black hituminous shale, forms (';\P" Magdalpn, It extends 
up the coast for betwe"n two or three miles, and the clay of which it is 
composed, spreading for about a mile or a mile and a half iuLind, pl'l~setlts a 
gently undulating surface, well fitted for cultinttion. Some paklws of 
gl'ain upon it, consisting of \\' heat, rye aud barley, appeareu to promise a 
fair average yield, and oth ers of potatoes and turnips seemed to be in a 
thriYing condition, though the sty~" of huslwHln" \l\.ras hut indifferent. 
From the mouth of the river to the highest part reach"lt by W', the uistance 
in a straight line about S. "T, is but thirty-one miles anel a half, while 
fo1l0wing the sinuosities of the stl'l'am, it is sixty mil,'s. al1fl the di~tance 

actually measured by micrometer is Ij~ mil,·:,;, 2 chaill.', Ii;) lin;,:s. 

The first stretc'11 of the nllpy from the mouth of the river to Porcu
pine Bluff, (so called from onr having killed the first pO]'r'npille upon its 
top) is about eleven miles, but the channel of the stream ~neasures very 
nearly fourteen, the general npward bearing being S. :?5 C

' E. In this a 
serious impediment is met ,,,ith in the ascent of the rinr about fhe miles 
from its mouth. It consists ot two yertical cascades of t\Yeh"\: and sixty-two 
feet respectiYely, with a torrent above and between ol'I'nrrillg in a narrow 
precipitous gorge, with banks so steep as to be impassable and rising to 
the height of 800 or 900 feet on each side of the stream. Over the summit 
of this height, on the eastern side, it hecame necessary for· us to effect a 
portage, and the difficulties in transporting our canoes across were so great 
that seven days were consumed in the task, though the distance was not 
much OVer a mile. Not only had we to cut a clear road through very thickly 
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growing though not large spruce trees, but, after the road was opened, 
we were obliged to use ropes, and to hold on by the trees in ascending and 
descending the hill, as well as to excavate foot holes with a shovel to avoid 
slipping. 

In flowing- through this gorge, the stream makes a turn out of the 
general bearing of about half a mile to the westward, its course presenting 
ruc.ely three sides of a parallelogram, below which the valley continues 
narrow to the flat land at the mouth, while the hills rise irregularly on 
either bank tn heights not much inferior to that of the portage. Above the 
portage the n lley is less deep and somewhat wider, the land presenting 
a more gradual fall from the hills, thCl sides of which appear to be but 
thinly covered ,,,ith soil, while coarse grayel composes SUell fiats as are 
met with at the foot. The timber on the flats consists of balsam-fir, white 
birch and cedar, with now and then ash and elm, but the last two are by 
no means abundant, while the mountain sides, all the ,,-ay up from the .,ea 
present balsam-fir, spruce, \yhite birch and pine, the last heing in some 
abundance about the portage. 

For the next four and a half miles a~ove Porcupine Bluff the general 
upward bearillg of the yalley is a little west of south, in which the stream 
measures rath,1' over six miles and a quarter, to the junction of a tributary 
falling in on the right bank; to this from its temperature, in the absence 
of any known na:nc, ,YO g',we that of Cold \\ ater brook. This tributary 
was the first of any importance met with; it comes from the south 
through a Yai ley \\' hich is a continuation of that of the Magdalen up to 
this point, and j ll:-it hefore joining the YIagd1len, it fiow.'i bc>tween t\vo 
prominent monntain;.;, for which their ;.;hape ;.;uggested the appellation of 
east and wetct 'j\>rrac.> :,Ionntains, On their north side~, particularly that 
of the west monntain, and towards the top, s8,'eral perpendicular escarp
mellts of from ftfty to a hundred fe"t ";1O'h ris13 at irregular distances behind 
onp, another, alld sweeplng round into the vallp~, of the Cold Water branch 
they slope to the south and conyerg'", gradually bacomillQ' les~ mtrked, 
until they disappear altog-etIH'1'. B~' a rough mpasurement the summit of 
the eastern mountain \Yas computed to b~ 137.) le2t aboye the river, or Fl57 
feet aboye the sea, The summit of till' other, about a mile to the westward, 
was not ascertained by measurement, but it is probably about 200 feet 
higher. 

The soil and timber abo'Te Porcupine Bluff differ but little from those 
below, with the exception of an illcre:1sing abundance of white pine. It 
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appears to me probable that between the portage and the Terrace Mountains 
about one-sixth of the wood seen on the slopes was of this species; most 
of it is large enough for saw-logs, and some may be of a size fit for square 
timber. How far back from tl:te river it may extend, I am not prepared to 
say; but even what was in view would, in my opinion, be 'worthy the 
attention of lumberers. The only difficulty in g'E'tting it out would be the 
falls and rapids near the portage, but these might probably be improyed, 
while thE'Y would afford unlimited water-power for mills; from the fo:)t of 
the falls sawn timber might be sent with safety to the mouth, wlwre there 
is a good harbour and deep water for two vessels, while, o"er the hal' at 
the entrance, there is a depth of seventeen feet at the ebb of tide. From the 
Terrace Mountains, the upward <'ourR!' turns nearly west and continues so 
for very nE'arly five miles, presenting a succession of rapids, with a swift 
current the whole way. On the south side, west Terrace Mountain is con
tinued for half the distance, but after the first mile it loses in eleyation. 
On the north, for the same distance, the hills come close upon the riYer, 
pres en ting a height of about 500 feet. In the remai nder of the di,;tanclil the 
hills on both sides are more detached and less elevated. 

'The next streteh of the yalley runs ~. 25 0 W., and in this bearing, 
which continues for six miles, it presents a parallelism with that part 
between Porcupine Bluff and the mouth. The hills on each side are further 
apart than those lower down, and not so bold, the highest summits not 
exceeding 500 feet oyer the river. Just at the turn at the upper end of this 
part of the yalley a tributary falls in on the left side; at its immediate 
Junction, it is twelve feet wide, and its downward course south; but as it 
appears probable that it issues from a small lake, the posi tion of \\' hich 'was 
described to me by one of the inhabitants at the mouth of the Magdalen, 
the general downward course of the depression in which it runs may be 
about south-west. In this case, it would be a continuation of the next and 
longest stretch of the yalley of the main stream, and would apparently 
correspond with the depression on the south side of the portage mountain. 

The next and longest stretch of the Magdalen valley has an upward 
bearing of about S. 55° 'Y, and in this bearincr a straicrht liue of nearly 

~ 0 

twenty-four miles brings us to the end of our micrometer 1l1eaSnrements. 
In this part of the valley, the only marked divergellt'e from the beariu cr 
given is about six miles up, where the general course is nearly west fo~' 
about two miles. The lower end of this diyergence is marked by a tribu
tary fifteen feet wide, which flows in on the rig-hi. and another half a mile 
aboye it, and twenty-four feet wide, falls in on the" left, while the right side 
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two mile::; still farther up presents an additional branch. This is twenty
eight feet wide, and its transparency suggested. the name of Clear Water 
brook. The only other bralh;h of any importance in the twenty-four miles 
also falls in on the right, about three miles below the termination of our 
micrometer measurements; at its mouth it wa~ thirty feet wide. 

The llil:s along' each side of this stretch of the valley, although not so 
high oyer the bed of the ri,'er as those lower down, are more regular in 
their outline. They run in ridges p~1l'allel io one another. Those ne,l]'I'st the 
riYer, which an' at no !:!,T(,:lt di:;tant'l:" appear to be between ~no and 300 
feet high, ~llld those yi:;ible farther back gain upon them but slightly in 
eleyation. These ridges appeal' to a~ree in their direction ,,,ith the general 
course of the ri,-er, ,yith the exception of one on the right side, the escarp
ment of which is seen three miles east of the Clear Water, and jn::;t south 
of the bend mentioned, at the juncti0n of the lowest tributary. Facing the 
north, this l's"arpmpnt rises rapidly to a height of probably 71111 feet, and 
II1\' fil1)'J'a"", then sloping' mol',' gently in a contrary direction, Q'i,-es the 
a:;p"'" of'1I1 isolated hill. The escarpment )'es"ll1bles the north side of east 
Tl'I'r,we Mouutain, an(1. bearing exactly for the position of that 1l10nn(,lin, it 
is prol»a1);), of the same formation. 

FroIl' the l\'1'1':1('e Mountains upwards the timbc'r of the ,-alley is 
smaller tLan lo,,-er dO,YD. It conl'ists of spruce, balsam-fir, white bir~h and 
cedar. Ot:l:r a few tl'l"'S of w hi te pine ""'1'13 observed. The soil is thi II both 
on the hi:::; and on the flab. On the latter it is snpported generally on 
CO'UfiP gran']' ill ,,"hidl pebbl"s of reddish sYl'nite abuullcl. These p",bbles 
were Sll1:ui at the lowest point at which tlwy '''''It' observt'd, but appeared 
gT:l.\ually to innea:;\' in size as we as"ended, and, towards the end of our 
mea::;ur<-'U1Pllts the riYer found its "',1y with a rapid current amOH'! large 
rounded 11l'!";Sl'S ofthi:; ro('k. Thl'se masses mu,·h resemble someofthe syenites 
of the Lanl't'uti:1n formation, and lllay have been trans:10rted from the north 
side of the St. Lawrence. 

About a mile and a quarter aboye the tel'minatio:l of oUr measure
ments a Lr!:!,·.' tl ibnbry joins the main stream on the left. The ,Talley ill 
which it fl·)\\":; is not deep, and can be traced by the eye in its upward 
course, which is X. :2.)~' ,f. for between nin,' and ten mil!s. Fur a mile 
abo'Te its junction, with an a\-l'ra~"~ breadth of forty feet, it present,; :\ rapid 
and broken stream, and probahly runs with a swift current th~ whole 
distance. Beyond this, according to thedescriptioll given me by a hunter 
well acquainted with this part of the country, its upward course turns 
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we"t of 80uth, and in about four miles reaches the hast' of a mountain 
which ri~es considerably aboye the table-land through \,hich it flows; it is 
in senral small lakes or ponds on the summit of thi, mOllntaiu, about two 

miles farther, that the tributary has its source. 

~lbout a hundred pae\'s farther up the main stream than the month of 
the north branch, a tributary ent\'rs on the opposite :-;i(l", :·.;}H'wi!}g a breadth 
of about ten feet. It runs in a depression. ,,-hich ap1"'.t1'·'; to Ill.: a continua
tion of the previous one, its upwind bearing being ~. IOU E. The main 
stream from the end oj' our measurements to the jun..tlOn has a breadth of 
from sixty to eighty feet, and its upward bearing is S. JOC' W. or nearly at 
right angles to the two hranches. This upward bearing it maintains until 
it reaches the hase of the same mountain that gi\"es origin to the north 
braw·h, the distance heillg' about fi\"e miles. From this, as d"'Gribed to me 
by the hunter already mentioned, it hends round the southern base of ihis 
mountain, making an arc to which the last mentioned 1)';lrillS' of the main 
streall1, if produced, would form a chord of five milt's mol't\ Wil;} a distance 

of about a mile and a half from the> "un"e; abollt half-way from the western 
extremity of the chord the upward ,'om:-;" is about north for thrC',' miles, 
when by a sharp bend it becomes east for about four mol'f', th,' main valley 
splitting up into several subordinaL~ depressions, t'ach .,1' whidl send a 
contributioll from one or more small lakes at its sourc,~ Th'se lakes are 
scattered among the tops of the same monntain in which o,iginates the 
north branch, and the more sonthern of thmn are not far fr')11 its source, 
while the more "a.-;b'1'Il aI',' not o,"er Olle or two mih'~ fro:n III . ,'a'lt end of 
the CUITe made 1)y the main str,'<lm round the mountain's 1i;"". 

This mountain rises boldly aoo\"e the g' 'U';I';;] l'w1 of the country 
around, its summits attaining a hiQ'her "leotioll by probahly ~001) or 1500 
feet. ),pproaching it, the size of the forest trel's appen to dilllinish consi

derably, and occasional Op'~ll spaces produce only :-;1l')l't wiry grass. The 
side:s of the mOLlntain seem almost devoid of tr,3(,s, and the top destitute of 
all ng·etatioll whatever L'ng.~ ar,~a'i below the summit api"ar"d to be 
coyered "dth huge detached masses of grey colored l't).'k, awl some parts 
weI'" marked with stripes of red, while on the ~I)th of July a10nO' the whole 
len~th of the upper :-;nrLwp, as' seen from the months 'of th,: north and 
south branches of the ri\"er, patches of snow \Y.'r.' abnil,hnt. In a beariuO" 

'" parallel with the depression or valley of th8s11 oran;h '~, L!ll~ m 'asme of the 
mountain is ahout ten miles. According to Mr. Murrn,', th,' SL Ann riYer 
flo"vs in a wide Yalley between ~Ionnt Albert of his"exploration of 1845 
and this mountain, which would therefore, from a faroi'.lble point of view, 



appear to be a grcat isolated hill, and it eddently constitutes the abrupt 
eastern termination of the Shick-Shock range of mountains, which from the 
:Matane, W'here Mr. :\Iurray places its western limit, would thus have a 
length of ai'on t ~ixty-fi ve miles. 

'While ,YC ascended the Magdalen, an endeayor was made to determine 
the rise of the '"'lIley. The river it-; so rapid in the whole of its length that 
"C met witll s,'arcely auy reaches of smooth watt'r to aid us in CJlTying 
fOl'\'vard asc"rt:lined levels from one part to another; and as we had no 
mountain barometer, it would haye been nece~sary, in order to attain any 
reliable re,.;nlt, to use a spirit-Ie,el the ,y hole of the way. 'We did not con
sider it pru,lf'nt to expend upon the task the time this would have required. 
I contented myself therefore with measuring by means of the spirit-level 
of my clinometer the rise of only the more precipitous parts, and estimated 
others by the comparatiye aspect of the current, and the greater or less 
resistanc.~ offeretl to the progress of our canoes. \\ri th th~ exception of two 
short intl.·Hal,.;, in ",hidl the canoe-men could use their paddles. they were 
compelled to 1"<',.;ort to their poles the whole distance, or jumping out into 
the water to drag or push the (":lnoes along with their hands_ On ~llch 
occasions \'" ' were' often obliged to land and scramble alOlig the bank for 
considerable distam'l''', and it was then I could sometimes ascertain the rise 
of parts by th,' clinometer. The result is gi,'en for \,hat it is worth, \,"jth 
out any great confidence in its accuracy, except as a very rude approxima
tion to the truth. 

This "'(,uId gi,'e for the yalley a rise of about thirty-two feet in a raile, 
but if from the r_'snlt be deducted the mountain porta~" cascade" and 
rapids, and the measured part of the T"IT,l<'e ~Io\lntain rapids, both of 
which are l'l'rfi:>ct torre1lts, the rate of rise would be reduced to about 
twenty-fin feet in a mile. On the ~t. Ann, though :\Ir. Murray ml't ",ith 
no Yerti"al falls. he :):-;,·,'rtaineu by harometri"al measnrement that th' rise 
in the part which he measured was about twenty feet in a mile, and from 
the descriptjon he !.:!"ins me of its nayigation, I a~ induced to suppose that 
his difficulti,'" of a,,""llt \Yl'l'l' hy no means equal to ours, l'Yen when those 
of the mountain porl:lg-,' and Terrace :'I0l111Llin r,lpius are excluded. The 
rise giyen tv the :'Ia~'dalen therefore does ilOt appear extravdg:ll1t. Taking 
the height of the yalley at ilw north and south bran..JI,3s to be ~noo leet, 
and that of the mountain between the :ilIa~ualen and the st. Ann to be 
1500 more, its summit ,;vould he 3:jOO feet abo,-e the leyel of the sea. ~1r. 
Murray's barometrical measurement of Mount Albert made its summit 
3778 feet aboye the sea; and as h'3 states that, when standing on Mount 



Albert, the mountain to the east of ~t. Ann rivlw bounded his ,-iew in that 
direction, it would follow that its height must helve b,~'en at least equal to 
his {)~.\'n elevation, which would correspond nearly with the condusion 
arrived at by myself, 

(James nidll/o!.'{i II, ~lst Decemb"r, 18,)7.) 

DISTRlUT DETWEEX :lU.GDALEX RIVER A:'>D lL\~l't:: l;A 1. 

The distance from the mouth of Oold Water brook to ¥ ork ri,rer where 
we struck it on our trayerse is nearly eleven miles in a straight line, bear
ing f-i. 2;)0 E. We followed the valley of the ('old ,Vater, which bends 
more to the west, but our greatest distance from th,· :,.trai!..dll line was not 
over a mile and a half. It occurred wlwll WI' had proceeded up the brook 
about three miles and a half, where a tributary ten feet wide joins it on the 
right, with an upvvard bearing south of east. From this the b,'aring of the 
Cold Water ,-alley again gradually approc\ches the straight line, and about 
a mile and a quarter farther up another tributary joins on the same side as 
the former and runs nearly parallel with it. 

A third falls in about tluee-quarters of a mile [Hther, on the opposite 
side; and the source of the main brook is met with about three miles and 
a half above it. The source consists of a great multitude of copil)u~ springs 
which issue over an area of from thirty to forty :llTl'S, and collecting together 
from at Olh~e a considerable stream. These springs were on the highest 
ground of our traverse, and were estimated to be about .'1(1) feet abo,re the 
Magdalen at the junctiJn, whieh would be nearly 1400 feet above the sea. 
Immediately beyond them the descent to the York river commenced, the 
distance to the river being about two miles and a half, to which there was 
a fall of probably 800 feet. In the valley of the Oold Water as in that of 
the Magdalen, there is eddence of a thin soil. The timber up to the first 
brook is spruce, balsam-fir and cedar, and there are large area~ both on the 
mountain sides and in the lower parts of the valley, wh.~r,) the trees appear, 
from th'3 slightness of th~ir hold in the ground, to have fallen over into a 
<Jon fused net-wurk of prostrate timb.3r, through which a subsequent dense 
growth has sprung, producing a tangled mass \'ery difficult to penetrate. 

The trees abo\'e the .lust brook are of the same kind as those below, 
but they are small, generally from two to three inches in diameter. The 
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woods are open, howeyer, and afford good walking, and there is evidence 
of a pre,-ions gro\yth having been destroyed by fire. Although pine was 
rarely met with "talldill~'. the ch~llTed and prostrate remains of good-sized 
trees were hy no rnl.'ans scarce. From the position where we struck the York 
ri,-er to the ~dtlements on the north-west arm of Gaspe Bay, the distance 
ill a "tl'aight line about ea~t is thirty miles, but the line "ve trayellL'd was 
about fin' milo,>; more. The position at whi..Jl Mr. Barlow separated fr,)m 
ns, which we caliI'll the Ponds, was abont eleven miles forward on this 
line, and his tra ,·.'r.--" to the Magdalen, in which he kept a straight line ~ 
,,:3 V \V., W<1': sen'ntl'\'n miles and a half. 

In the first part of onr eastern tra,-ers>" we kept along the left blll;~ of 
the York river for about three miles. The width of the stream was from 
a chain and :I half to t\Yo l'haill~; its ClUJ'I>nt wa~ rather swift, and its 
surface sh.,,,-.,d broken water in se,reral pla.,~\~-;. Its banks were often abrnpt, 
pre1:ientin!,!' b~1l'e pr.',·ipi .... s of ,'al,'an'ons rock 'Tarying in height from fifty 
to :;1)1) L:,'t. III the three miles that we \Yalk~d along its left bank, we 
cros:sed tIn",: \.·uihi(l,'rahl,· tribl1tari~'i with a g'~IlL'ral north\vesterly up
\v~1l'Il hL'~nill~; they juined the main stream throngh roc:ky, pre0ipitons 
gorges of from ~Ul) to :-;00 feet d,',·p. Bdow the last one, the ri \"er g'lins 
rapidly to th., suuthward, in its downward conrse, beil\~' turned in that 
direction by all elevation of from :jl)l) to 500 f~",t, in which considerable 
vertical breaks of rock al": bronght to view. 

This ell'\·ati('1l t' nns a ridge whi"h divides t]}I' York river from oue 
we met with :It the di~Ltll\'e oj four miles from th,~ last of th.~ tributaries 
mentioned. "-,, snpP'Js"d it to be the upper part of the Ihl'tmouth ri\·"r. 
It was twenty-lonr feet wi,l" wh"!'I' we ,'I'o.-';1:i,·d it, and 1lowed north_ 
In its up\'l"a1'\l h"aring, it appe~m'd soon to turn eastward. and f~Hthel' ill 
that directioll it p]'I)]Ja bly 0' "~ lwies the next valley north from the Yark 
ri,Tel'. and runs parallel with that riYer for some distance, but in a contrary 
direction. About tw,) miles and a half ex,lctly north from onr point of inter
section, Mr. Harlow 'To".~.'d it on his n,turn tra'"ers". It W~lS there still 
flowing north, but it probably turns to the east not far below, to gain the 
position wlwl'~ I subsequ~ntly left it at the north-west corner of South 
Sydellham townsl.ip, and the point where our eastward traverse previonsly 
came out upon it, ~wo miles farther down. 

Proceeding on our eastern tran~rSl" only two other streams of any 
importance were met with, and they were both tributaries of the Dart
mouth, One of them occurred abom nine miles f!·om our first intersection 
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of the main stream. It had a breadth of' twenty-fom feet, anu, flowing' 
north ward, it must join the Dartmonth some short distance abo'.-e thn west 
line of South Sydeuham. The other was m,·t with three and a half miles 
farther ea!;'t. It goes among the settlers on Gaspe Bay by the nanw of Lauy 
Steps brook. Where we crossed it, its breadth WUIoi hy,'uty [,>d, aud its flow 
was from the south-west, in which direction its f-;onl't'" iloi probably near 
that of the main stream. On onr ('Olll',~\' it o"\~npi()cl it tl'ep g'orc;',,', with a 
considerable mountain on the west and :1, still more important olle on the 
east. The latter may haye a height oyer the bed of the stream of probably 
1200 or 1300 feet, and we gaye it the name of Mount Serpentill''' from the 
fact of our haying discovered on it a band of serpentine, which we trac'eLI 
for a distance of nearly a mile and a half. The stream tU1'l1S east ward along 
the northe1'l1 base of this hill, and joins the main river about three mile,~ 

below our crossing. 

Behvel'n York river and this brook, the illPqualities 01' the "nrL1CI' did 
not appear to be many. Oue OL','lllTc·d three miles east of our first in/t'rs,!dion 
of the Dartmouth. Here an e~l'arpment of from fifty to a hundred feet ot' 
shaly limestone, facing the south-west, capped an ele\-at,ioll 01' 1"ro.n ;]01) to 
400 feet, [lassing over which we descend,!cl as much in about a mile and a 
halt to the ponds already m,mtiontld as the position wh,~rtl :'III'. B trlow com
menced his return traverse. The rills Oll e:!,'h side of this ridge flowed 
southward to the Dartmouth. The next foul' and a half miles, to the north 
flowing brook already mentiollt'd, are indented. with no more th:l1l a g'nrge 
or two of from eighty to a hundred t~yt d,'pp, hut in a mile b~yond the 
brook we ascended 700 feet all:l k~pt at th:1.t h·ight 1')1' a mile aall thl'tle
quarters, and then (les('ended fl'o:n t;()O to DOO bJt in a q n'1.1'ter o( a mile 
farther This descent is within three·quarters of a mile ot Lady :-iL~i)S 111'<)1));:, 

and thus constitutes the flank of the mOllntain alrtlady mentioned as "xisting' 
west of it. East of Mount Serpentine Ollr way to the settlements of Gac;pe 
Bay was marked to the right by a bold ran~"3 of heights rising LiOO feet or 
more above the sea, cut by occa",ional transverse ~·urg'\'s. while 011 the left 
we had the valley of the Dartmouth at no great distance. 

On our eastern tran'rse. the timber met with fonsisted chiefly of 
balsam-fir, tamarac aud cedar. On the first part of the lin>' it appeared to 
be smail, but it increased in size when we came to within fifLt>"ll miles 
of Gaspe Bay. In damp bottoms, cedars were occasion:l11y met with, 
measuring ten feet in circumference. Pine was not observed until we were 
within eight miles of the settled part. The most marketable portion of it 
seemed to have been cut down by the lumberers several years ago, and 
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'.'o'hat now remains appears to be of but little importance. Ascending the 
Dartmouth nyer flOm its mouth, the first nine miles, up to Lady I:5teps 
brook run nearly on the strike of the rocks, and, though the stream is rapid 
and broken, it is navigable for canoes. For two miles above this, it rnns 
across the measures coming from the north, and the lowest half-mile of the 
distance is charaderized by several vertical falls, varying from two to ten 
feet in height. Beyond tlw:;e two miles a zig-zag upward course for four 
miles more is sometimes with and sometimes across the stratification, and 
reaches to the \Y,st line of South Sydenham township. This was as far as 
we contin uously ascended the stream, but its course beyond has already 
been indicated. 

A little abo\Te the South Sydenham line, the river is joined by a tributary 
coming from the north across the stratification. It is eig'hteen feet wide at 
its mouth, \yhich constituted the starting point for our traverse to Grand 
Etang. ~('\'eral tributary brooks and rills, running' in deep dells oblique 
to the stratification, flow in to this one on each side, and, crossing these in 
succession, the inequalities of the surface appear more marked 011 this 
traverse than on the east one further sonth, but there did not appear any 
important difference in the soil or timber. The traverse from Griffon Cove 
to Peninsula Co\'e wa:; made on the new road in course of construction 
by the Government In this part, there is generally a better soil and larger 
timber than I met with in any other locality visited. Considerable areas 
support a heavy growth of yellow birch and maple, with varieties of ash 
and elm, promising, in this instance at least, fertility to the agriculturist. 

(James Richardson, 31st December, L857.) 

MAG DALEN RIVER. 

We commenced our ascent of the Magdalen on th(\ 20th of June, and 
at the end of four weeks we had reached the highest point to which canoes 
could be navigate"d. A t this place the river, though shallow, was sixty 
feet broad, and still contained a considerable body of water. The only shell 
found in the river in the whole distance was Limnea umbrosa (Say). The 
shells were generally found adhering to stones in sheltered places. After 
passing the Mountain Portage, five miles from the mouth of the river, they 
were obtained in quiet pools always occurring 011 the right bank of the 
river, The riYer is subject to great freshets at the meltina' of the snows ill o 
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the 1'prillg, and \ve coulLl percei\'e, by the injury done to the b~ll'k 0:\ tile 
etems and hranches of the trees by ice or floating wood, that tlwsli frl'shels 
sometimes raise the water ten feet above the le\"el at \Y hi.'h we s:\ wit. 

These floods extend through the woods un ",wh sid.; of the snmmer 
banks of the stream and often produce ch~lIl~'e,-; in th,· clulln~l. It is '_'sti
mated by Mr. Hichardson th:\t, in the sixty-two miles whidl we a'';':''lllled, 
there is a rise of ahout ::?, nnu feet. The ri \'er, in addi t ion to the falls, is 1',\ pid 
in all its parts, and the abst'nce of shells is probahly owing to these "OllsL\llt 

and periodic.)1 disquieting circum::; lances. 

Land shells were met \nth in many pla,"'s in the woods alo!l'.!,' the 
river, the species being lIehc !lUrten"is, II. stlll/tlCl/l/, H. /1/(;/(/11, ~/ll'/'il/e,t nbliljllu, 

and S, l'er!1Ielll, The Heli:c !llIrtell:;i, was a lan.,(',· specilllt'll of th~ b,mcled 
variety; it W,IS obtained on the ::?9th of June, abo·]t -!.50 li,~t above th,· sea 
and finOl miles up the ri\'er, aid h'vl a number of .~ggs :It t he :lp.~rt1\r\~ of 
the shell. 

The woorls along the :JL1'.!,'dal,'u consist of white Spl'll"'l, pin.'. l\',lu, 
balsam, white birch and poplar, and, in smaller qu,mtities, mountain I~h, 

(which we saw in blo::;som on the hi July), hard 1Iliple, yellow hirch, 
tamarac and black a"h 

The woods between the .Magualell l'i\".~r and G.tspe Uay an' ot' the 
same description, and the spsi.,s of tr'~'l" ar~ ah'Jllt ill the sal11'~ prup' )1'1 iCIll 

to Ol1e another a::; on that ri\'er, with the eX""ptioll of pill", of whi.,h We 

saw \'ery little, Bd\vtl~ll GriJflll C'uV) all t Ul~[l'" ILty SUllW h'wl maple 
OCt'lU;;, 

(l~()hUI Be/I, 1st ~Iar,'h, V~i») 

::\lOST'LC UI:-:, A:S-:-:E-l'LEUREUbE, PIERRE .I.:S-D CL,\llDE ItIVER~ 

I began the scaling of the l\Iont-Louis ri\"t~r on the !Jth Augnst, I 
completed the we~t branch on th(\ 29th :-\,'plt'll1ber alld 1 (luitted tht~ t'ast 
branch, on the 11th Uctober, at the point where it beg'ius to separate iut<} 
several brallch~s, 

From the forks on the west branch, the ri ver is very mpid and hemmed 
in between banks nearly 500 feet in height. Fnrther on, its flow is more 
quiet and the banks recede to come together again a little before rectdlillg 

41 
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the QTl'at lake, but thpir height falls away to about Ion feet Around the 
great lake, the land is poor, being generally co,'ered with cedar groves or 
black spruce sw:nnp". The I'ast branch \yas followed for seven miles to the 
south-west, wlH'n it turns abruptly at right angles and flo\vs from the east. 
Alollg the fin .. ! part, the land is rich in timber of all kinds and well adapted 
to lulti\":t!iun. La:-t fall, a road waf-; made along this part of the east branch 
to convey pro\ isi"l1~ to the lumbl'ring Lamps on the Magdalen riYI'l". The 
b,'d of the riYel", fOl" a di~tann' of three miles, is obstructed by great jams of 
drift wood, sOllletimes attaining Vi feet high; there the banks, with a height 
of flom 1110 to :':(J() ft el, approndl the river to H'l"ed .. further on, leaving the 
I'-lwlt·,. :-wampy and "elY often cOYl'red \yjth large flat rocks. There is a 
good deal of merchantable timber of all kinds alo:lg thiE river. 

The Ans. -rll'lUl'use liVer, ~caled between the 17th and 28th October, is 
small, but H'mar}.;:lbl!.' for its fall:-, Olle of which, on the west branch, is oyer 
100 ]"(.1"1 high.Thl' coulltry above the forks if-; miserable, but contains consid
('r:,hk !,!"r,cd spruce. At certain times of the year, the volume of water 
lJl'low the for}.:;" n: u~t 1)1' hea \" y, as a number of ann~ can be seen, which are 
dried up at this season, and ill l"l'rtain places the bed of the riYer is lost 
completely, to H.-appear a little further on. 

I next began the sur"e), of the river Pierre. From the coast, there is a 
Cldar groYe, in which the riYer di..-ides into two branches, and, b·fore 
leaching" ihl' fOlks, several good maple groves occur. I first scaled the west 
branch, which t:,kcs it;.; rise in three lakes, one of which I was told was a 
mile long·, but a fall of snow and the want of snowshoes forced me to 
:1bnll(l, 11 it at two to three miles before reaching the lakes. The land is 
httl .. suited to tillage. From the forks, the course of the ri..-er is less rapid 
ulltil the ]J:illks approach the stream, when it bl'comes more rapid and 
brokell ])y falls of from ten to twenty feet in height. The east branch, 
which is not long, has its SOU]"!·e in three or four smalllak.,s adjoining two 
other lakes which discharge into the grand lake of the Mont-Louis river, 
and which I scaled in tryjng to scale the discharge of the Mont-Louis lake 
in order to l·heck the ri\'er Pierre with that of the Mont-Louis. Provisions, 
howewr, failing. I ,yas unable to do so. The land is swampy along the 
discharge of the lake of the :Mont-Louis and of that of the riyer Pierre lakes. 
The timber is small and consists of balsam-fir, spruce and cedar. Between 
the two branches, there is a range of high mountains. 

The Claude ri,"er, which 1 scaled in the beo-inniuO" of December, o 0 

empties into the Gulf near a cedar post planted 011 the line between the 
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township of Duch'>.snay and the seigniory of Mont-Louis. The land is very 
good as far a& the forks and shows senral fine maple gro,'e~. From the 
forks to the lake in which the east branch originates, the banks are high and 
come close to the stream, whose course is \"ery rapid and broken by many 
little falls. The pre,ailing woods are maple, birch, white birch, spruce and 
balsam-fir. Lumbering for spruce and pine was carried on som, yuan; ago. 
The soil, on the heights, i::; pretty good. To t]lI' east of lake Claude, the 
surface is mountainous and to the west low and swampy. 

I only scaled the west branch for a couple of miles, my "onlract haying 
terminated. . 

Although I passed several ti mes along the branches of the ri ver Pierre 
and Mont Louis in search of the lines bounding the seigniory of ~Iont Louis 
to the west and south, I failed to find them. 

(E.-A. LeBuulltillier, 2nd July, 18S~.) 

MATANE, ~T ANNE, CAPE CHAT AND DOUGL.\'~TuW~ RIVERS. 

The Matane river falls into the St. Lawrence in lat. J:3 V 51' N., long_ 
67° 33' W., according to captaitl Rly£ield's chart, about six miles below Bic 
Island, and thirty-five miles abo,'e Cape Chat. 

A lagoon, comprising an area of about forty.fi \-e acres at the mouth, is 
separated from the Gulf by a long and narrow gravel barrier, at the western 
extremity of which there is a channel, measuring 363 feet across, by which 
the water of the river escapes to juin that of the St. Lawrence. Schooners 
and other small yessels can pass through this channel, and, when within, 
find a snug harbour, but the approach from without is dangerous in conse-

.quence of a sand bar which has formed nearly opposite the entrance. 

About three-quarters of a mile south from the entrance, the basin con
tracts to a breadth of from 400 to 500 feet, the river falling rapidly into it, 
and at a little distance up from the head of the basin, a saw mill having 
been established there, the river is crossed by a dam, extending from bank 
to bank, which gives a fall of ten or twelve feet. Taking the mill dam as 
a starting point, the total measured distance on the Matane, including three 
lakes at its head, was a little over sixty miles; the upward course of the 
stream, without attending to the minor turns, with the mpasnred and 
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straight distances to the diJferent and most remarkable points, b"i~l::(' as 

follows: 
.\Icasmell Straigl,t 

'\Iiles. Ch;,im. '\Iiles. Cl,aim. 
From mill dam to Buteau'~ brook, 

left bank ............................. :S. ~:3~ W ... n 31 G 54 
From Buteau's brook to Little 

:JIatane, right bank ................ :S. -l.je. E. .. :3 9'3 .) li7 

From Little :Jlatane to Tawag'adee, 
left b:lllk ............................. S. ~I)" E. .. ll -l.:i i 1.5 

From Tawag-adee to Trout ri"er, 
l.,lt bank ............................. S. I;S~' E ... 1~ 75 ·3 53 

From Trout river to foot of Low"r 
. laJ.:e .................................... X. SO" E ... 10 0 i 313 

Frvm j~)ot of L,)w"r lake to head of 
["prer lakE' .......................... N. iO ,\ •... 7 5.5 6 15 

Buteau's BIO.]';:. Little ~I.tt~Ill'·. Ta\v~lg,ldee and Trout rinr are local 
llames by whiLh the principal trihutari.';'; are known to the Indians and 
oth('1s \,ho freqnent this l'l'gion; they ea.·h join the rinr at 011e of it:-; prin
cipal bend~ 

The h'i~ht "r SOil}>' of these points abl)\"\~ the len,l of the sea, at high 
water mark, \\",b approximately d"tl'nnined by barometrical observations 
and stanch thus :-

Li ttl e :JIa LlIw ....................... . 
Feet. 

1(1) 

Ta\\"ag<1d.~·.· ................ <; ..... , ...................................... ::-!tj 
Tront riyL'I' .............................................................. 438 
Fuut ut lakes ..... : ............................. , .................... G3-! 

Ht'atl uj' lak"';; ........................................................... 7~1 

By this it would be Oh"l'J'Yed that the aYl'r,,!.!·,' fall of the riyer amounts 
to a bout i \\"10'1 H' feet pl'l' mile; bu t, <1" these eleyations are dependent upon. 
obsen-ations by a "in,=\lc; barometer, the results are not to be taken ,t" pre
cisely accur"t.·,· .J ud!,!'lllg' from the general rate of the current, they may 
probably I,):",,\·d the truth. TIl<! art'a of the three lakes at the head of the 
main branch of tlw :JIatalll' is about UGi anl':;;, Yiz:-

I....to"Ter lake ........ .... t •••• ••••••••••••••• ;, ••••••••••••••••••••••••• ,1:00 
1\Iiddle lake......... ......... ......... ...... ......... ...... ............ 91 
Upper lake ............................ ," .............................. Iii) 

667 



Taking its rise in the country to the north of the Notr,' DelIne moun
tains, ,,.here the uppermost of the three lak.'s is situated, the main branch 
of th.~ ~btane flows ,,'mth, cntting a d~,'p~'I)j'g' ~ thnn:l'h the range', 'which 
is occupied by part of the mid,ll .. and the \"hole of tIll' /U\\'.'r lakes, with 
their c.mnecting str~ams, It then run.; Wt'..;tt'rly, b,t",.'.'n tIlt' southern 
b:1s,' of th' mountain,; and an ps,':np:1l 'ut of' lim 'stOI", tn th .. Trout rin'r 
brandl, which di,,"htr~,·s into it a largt' h)dy of w:lh'r. Th'ln' sw.·,'ping 
a1'o:1I1--1 th,> western t'xtr,·:nity of th· ra Ig,', n )arl~' U

L
).) ),it,· t,) th,~ Taw,t· 

gad>l' br::mdl, it afterlYc1\',ls parsn,', :t u )·therly cours,~ to tit, j.lIt :tiOll ,,.ith 
the St. LnHell':t'. With its trilntaric' . ..;, tIn ril'er pro!ubly uraiu; an area of 
country extending over about 80U sqnar' miles. 

Th" st. Anne ri,'er joins the St. L'lWrell<:'" in lat. ~~I" 1')' N, long, 
66° :!3' W., ele"en miles below CIl) l'h It. 1'11' tot tl m 'am" ,.1 di,tan;e up 
it::: ~trL':lm was rath.~r I"s~ thall thirty·tw) mil"s, tlv ;'i",~r b~y,),d th1t dis
tan"" being found too broken and rapid to a,lll1it of a furth"r :N'('lIt in 
ca:EJ,·s. The first :l','n"r,d "onr"e from til· 1ll')lth W:I, ~ 5" \\T. for a uis
tance of thirte-3n milt's, sixty-six chaill~ (t,'ll miles, thirt~' ":lli'I';. ~tr:ti:l'ht), 
wh"1\ it n,~,,_'h,_'d the basp the of :lo:rt,·Dame mon1Itaill",-thl'n ~. 70'-' E. tt'n 
mi1es, eight chain~, (t'ig-ht milt's, forty cluillS, <;traight), falling' y,'ry r:,pidly 
alollg the northern ba'le of th,' range At th,' pnd of thi~ di-.;Ltll"(', it is 
joined by a bran,~:l from th,' nc.rth calleu Muten rin~r, and, t 1\'_'11 turning 
S 4:3'-' E, it bears that couese for "cY,m Illik., anu fifty ,'i~'ht cll lill";, (eqnal 
to ~ix miles "t:"li~'ht), the end of the m ),hnred di~tan~,,, \Yh"r,~ it splIts iato 
two strt'ams of about l'qu II "iz,j, olle s\\,,·,'pill~' roullll th~ :.!,'!','al mountain 
fro~n whidl In' tri ll\~·I1l:tt.,.l the ::;nlTonll,lill~' .'onlltry ~vl'l taking its rise 
from ~1 lak.> about t\\'el\'e or fonrte.~n mil.~.; to the sonthw,lI'Il; the oth~r, 
after :1Il ('a.,t')rly "Ol1hC for three or foul' miles, b 'ndiu:.!; ronurl to th,' Ilorth· 
ward, and, after diyiding into seyeral mi110r fO;'ks, tennill:ltill~' a:tlla~' the 
mountains. The breadth of the stream be10w th,' jundi"n of th,~ t\Yo 
branches ,,,as abcut 190 feet, and th ~ c.,tim:lted h"ig'ht, at th: S.lI11C P~Ht, 
'''as G20 feet, g:ying' an a\'c'rag'l! f~tll of nineleen fe,~t p.w mil" but by far 
the gl'l'ak"t part ofth~ fall is incluled within th~ latter t\\'v ':III\I'SeS, the 
first haying "oll1paratiYc'ly a g">llt!" C\'ll're~lt. Til) are,l drainld by thi . ., river 
is probably upwards of 300 S(luare mill·s. 

Olle of the most remarkable featn]'t',,; of tlu G~lsp0 pcnin.-mla, is the 
chain of the J'\otre Dame mountains, Ih western exLremity com~", to within 
t"o miles of the eastern bank of the M:dllli', b ',Hing from thl' mouth of 
that river S. 2.5 0 E., at a distance in a str:1ight line of ab nt t \V~n ty-one and 
a half miles. Its br~adth does not here ex,~eed two mile3, while the summit 



heights are on an averHge about 2,000 feet above the lenl of the sea. The 
mountain ran~'e runs nearly due E and 'Y. magnetic, and it increases 
between the -:\Iatane and St. Anne in width and elevation, advancing east
",ard. At the lakes of the Matane it occupies a \yidth of four miles, and 
the highest ~ull1mits are about 2,700 feet; while at the Chat, \"here this 
riYer interEeds the r;mge of the Old )1an and S(,nth mou>.ltaini", as 
ascertained thl' pn'yious season, there is a breadth of six miles, the most 
eleyated 1'e;d;;s rising to upwards of3,500 fet't. From this until striking the 
St. Anne, the highest summits on the northern crest maintain a pretty 
uniform l'll'y,dion and still bear dilectly east; but beyond that point the 
range appears to split, and after the yalley of the river takes its upwards 
turn S. of E, the highest summits on its south side recede from it three or 
fflu mile:", while a range commencing on the north makes rather to the 
N. of E. for 1111' lake at the head of Marten riYer, and appears to run 
ultimately to l\Iollt-Louis, on the coa~t. 

At the forks, where our me3snrement terminated, the deep valley, 
which cuts the "hain, is rather wide. On the east, eleyated mountains rise 
up, probably in continuation of the main chain, running on in that direc
tion, and a '1 nr from them, bounding the yalley of the St. Anne in its 
southem tUlll, separates its waters frolU those of the ~lagdalen. On the 
",est, a Tast n::.ountain rises oyer the forks, which, on ascending, was ascer
tained, by barometrical observation, to attain an altitude on,:224 feet above 
the point where we left the riwr, or 3,77,-;; feet above the level of the 
8l'a This mouutain was named :\Iount Albert, in honor of His Royal 
Highness Prince Albert, as it hapPl'll!'d to be upon the auniversary of his 
birth· day, the 20th A n~'n"t, that we scaled its sides. The summit is a barren 
waste, exte11ding oyer an area of bt'tween se,en or eight square miles, 
the most ell'Yated parts being on the N'. E. and S. ,r. extremitie~, frelm 
each of which the surface slopes gently towards the centrE', where it is 
frequently ~oft and boggy, prcducillg' a short wiry grass, almost the ouly 
trace of Ylgdation met with. 

From the highest point on the sonthw .. "tern extremity ,ye had a com
manding prospect of nearly the \\' hole westl'rn range or" the moulltains, 
among which the lofty summits of till' Flag-Staff Peak and -:\lount Bayfield, 
'''ere distill' 1Iy re,og·niz~lble. The nllt'ys of the upper branches of the 
Chat and Cascapedia lay to the west and south of ns; and, while many of 
the mounLins of Gaspe and Bonayentnre 'were presented to us on the south
east, the panorama ,yas bounded on the north-east br the r3nO'e separatinoo 

J 0 :. 

thp, waters of the St. Anne and ~I~gdalen. From the northeastern 
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station, the same St. Anne and :\Iagd,tlen mOllntains b~ullded onr view 
eastward, and the same peaks in G,tspe and Bonaventure were seen south
east and many of the same mountains to west w,lrd; but north ward of west 
the St. Lawrence to its northern shore was spread out, and the valley of the 
St. Anne could be traced extemi\rely, while im,n ·,li'lt,·ly below us we 
could here and there distinguish its rapid torrent rn"hing along among the 
rocky cliffs. 

Pools and springs of excellent water Vliere observld in aIm )st e\"ery 
direction over the bar~ surface of the great mountain, supplying numerous 
brooks and streamlets, se,"eral of which, uniting on the sr)uth"ea,;t side, form 
a considerable body, which flows rapidly in a deep ~·()r~,- to the P3-;tward 
and joins the main south branch of the river; others. running to the north
ward, empty themselyes into the main stream below the forks. 

Between :\Ioun t Albert and the eastern part of the high continuous 
chain from the Chat, the mountains do not appear generally to eXGeed from 
2,000 to 2,500 feet in ele,"ation, and han- fn'qucntly small lak"" on their 
summits; they stand at a distance of two or three miles 80nth from the 
ri\"er. Crossing this part ofthe country from a point about two miles ]plow 
Marten river, and pursuing a S. S. W. course along tht~ b tnks of a small 
brook for a distance of about three miles, we came to a rid~·I~ separatin!:\' the 
waters of the north from those of the south side of the peninsula. On tha 
opposite side of the water"shed, we followed the ,'onrSl' of a brook flowing 
southerly, aud, keeping a parallel course for about one and a half or two 
miles, struck a lake which we supposed to be at the hea,1 of one of the 
main branches of the Ca&capedia. This lake~ measnres ralbl-r upw,lnl-; of 
two miles ill lenght, the genel".ll bearing down it \wing :-4, 1;0 0 \V., and, 
with an a\"erage breadth of about se,"enteell ,'h'lin!':, it eO:ltains an ar,'l of 
about 290 acres. A stream flows from the :--i. W. pxtremity, measnring about 
GO feet across, probably belonging to the fork obs,~rn~d thi' preYions year 
to fall into the Caficapedia, about six miles helow the' 'o:lical mOllntain. 
The farthest point to which we could trace the .. alley of' this str"am by the 
pye bore, by compass, from the lower end of the lak",:), Ij.)· \V., rtn,l might 
be about thre and a half or four miles from us. Th,' positioll of the lake' ',\TitS 

ascerbined from the summit of the hill that ri.>;c'''' o\"er its banks, hy bearing 
to seyeral different points alreJdy determined along the western range. 

The whole of the range west of Mount Albert is ,;overed with 1'<)rest, 
excppt on the extreme summits of the highest mountains, which are bare 
rocks. The growth on th~ more ele\rated plains is chiefly d w,\rf spruce and 



ill sllnller pro,) )1'lion white birch tre's of dinnnitin:> siz,~, shll'lin~ widaly 
apart, the intern I>; bein!2,' g-enerally carpeted oyer with a luxuriant growth 
of tall ferns. The monntain sides lower down are clothed with balsam-fir, 
spInel' and bi1','h, "'ith a f,>\\" white pine and black bir':'h tree,~ elt wide 
intf'ITals, and 'l'f1:11' in th8 moist ph"e;;;, :\IlJl1nt Albert iti'"lf is almost 
entin,ly, hoth Oll its :-;nmmih and ih sides.:1 \-a~t hart.) 1'0 'k. whil,> the monn
bill' to the .':1';/ til" it, lying' Iptwe'~ll tht> ~t. AnlJ"' and th" ~1-1~d den, ~o"'m 

Iikf'\yjsp fo), the' Jl10"t part tn he d,'stitnte of \"'g','tltioll 

TIl(> ('ount.\, ~"Il,'r,dly to the north of th,~ gTL'at mou'ltai~ ran~',' ,',m
.sis!::- of a f-l'l i,',,- (>1' I itl~"" rnllllill~: parallel to_ it alld to on .. another. which 
del'n'a~l' ill dl'yution ,]:-; tlwy adn1l1ce to the w,·:-;t ward and <13 they approach 
the ~hores of tIll' ~t L,wJence. These ridg"'s are entirely co,ered "ith a 
den.'" forEst, ,ull"i:stiJl~ (>j haJ:;;;lm-fir, s1'n1('(" "hite, black and yellow birch 
t]'t·(,~, whit .. pille, ,md "-hit,, "('dar; maple, elm :HId ash Iike\\-is\~ occur, hut 
are C'ompfHalinly Jan'. Pine trees of good ;.;iz,', and many gron's of fine 
sprnn" occur III ,011 th" hill>" lWflr tlw hanks of the ~t", Anlw and (,h:1t, but 
on tllt' main I>I:lIlC'h of lh,· l\I:1I,1I1i' :-uch timber, although not alto~,,,ther 

fll'I"'nt, is ran'. Thi" i" thf' 11](lre to he regretted, fit" it affords facilities for 
driyill!!, far sllp"rior to nlly othf'r ri,-er 011 the ~onjh ('oast of this PHt of the 
-':1 LI'n'·ll .... , l"_Ilg' easily ,It'ce:""ihlp to the hi:::!'!l":,,t of its lakes. 

Ex,:ept 011 111<' flah and on the lo'.\" lands near the shores, the soil 
[1 PI'" <11'8 to he oi' a Yery li-:;'ht description and hol,b out but few indn,'e
mcnh for ",Ul i, ultural improYement, and of this the settlements at :\[atallo', 
~, Anne and ('nfL' Ch,1I art' eX:lmplt>:-, ~onth of the mountain rang"', on 
thl' l\Iatane, t 1:<' ,iz,' and (·h;11'<1I'[,.'r of th,' j'u),,':-<t gTowth indicate a lwtll.'l' 

desl'ription of "uil than on the north, and the ,'nl1lltry being It'ss broken or 
moulJtainous Ill:tll that to th,~ eastIYanl might, were it I .. ":,, remotely 
~itnalt·d, be ..j,·arecl "nd cullint 'll. Hitherto it has h""n but rarely yisited 
('xl'ept by Indian" or hnllt!'rs in pursnit of fish or furs. Game etbounds 
through the whol,' of 1 It"s" ful't·st:.;, and the riyer,~ are amply suppliecl during 
the summer ;';:I~nll ,,,,ith fish and ,yater-fowl. TIl:) Chat an i ~t. Anne 
[ll'011l1d with lhe 1ille~t dt';.;cription of salmon allll spa-tront; but since the 
er('ction of tllt· :-a\Y mill, being unable to u",t o\-er th., dam, they ha,-e 
entirely disapi 't"II'"d from th,: \Yaters of the ~Lttalle, where they are ~aid to 

. han' fOlmely been 1110re numeroUs thal1 in any nther dyer all the L'o,lsL 

Th,' St .fohn or Donghstown rin'}' falls into the Bay of Ga"p'\ in lat. 
f-" ·hi' "-., long G4 Q 

;:)0' W. At the month of the riYer, th"r"isa wide,open 
hay, ul-cnpyillg an ,\I'l'a of between two or three squal't~ miles, which is 
entered from lhe f;l'<! through a channel :3G.5 feet <1'.TOSS, between hyo sand 
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barriers, one joining th,' main line on the sout h, at the Yillage of Douglas
to,,"n, the other 011 the 1101th side, IH'8l' the TOad to Gaspe nBsin. A solid 
jam (,j drift 'wood has blocked up the riYer about two llJil,',~ :il, ,'"I' the head 
of the 1,:lY, diynt mg the CUlTt nts across Ilw low nat lan(h (01 11l(' int<'rmediate 
,.hore, whirh it iuterH'ds ""ith illnnmerBble ch:1lJl1pl:-:, "nltillg' it 11p into a 
clustpr d'islands, Throngh this labyrinth, th,' ('xp','ri"lJ"I' (,!'thos" :1'qnaint
ed ,dth lh(' riYer \yas found Bhsolntely ne"'·:'''ary fill' ,!,!'Ili,l:.llc,'; !I:lt, al'li'r 
passillg' the jam, tllPre i:-: no further impediment to the~:""'lJt of the rin'r 
in ((,l.(l·~, ,,0 hir tiS our ~lHYl'y t'xtelluld, The totallll":I~:lr d di"tall '(', from 
the ('O:l~t, of the strl'a111 was l,)r[y-,-'i~,dtl lUil.~s, :'I"-t',lt",'ll l'l! lins, ill ,i gt:'neral 
hearing' upon K 71 c' ,,-, Aboye this, th~ Yalh,y rak.,:, u ,\, 11-, Jirt:'etion, 
3nd I wa:-: illfOlmed by the Illdians, \yho art:' n. qnainted \nth the country, 
ihat t hp riYer lml]]ches off ililo s.~,"eral sltlall c;tn':lln;;; at a di"t:lll"" of four 
miles [1 boye the point "-I' reached, ultimatelr terminating alllnw~' th ' moun
tains nenr the sources of th" ROIHl\"ell t II L' and ~"\1 th -,,- l'"t ri ,-, 'I' of Ga"pe. 
Where """ :--trIPI'l,d, tIlt' riY,'r had :1 bH'adth of abont ~ixty r,'d, hut, iUlTl'a:,;

ing ill it:,; du\nl\Yard ,'Our"l' proportionally with tbe H1illdy from it:-: tribnta
ries, it ,,,a:,; <It a ::,hort lli",tau"l' aJ")"e tIl<' jam up xarl1, (,[ ;:)01) r~,'1 :1('ro~~, 

The t':'otimated ;l\'l'!'di-!'l' fall in the whol., m:1~l1rt'd distan,'" ',\':1"; thirb'en 
feet pt'r mil." the hei~IJt orthe hig'll"i't pdint l!\'irl~' I)i:; feet ;11)}1,' th" 1eyel 
of the ,ea, 

Th"'!'e are fonr c0Ilsider;d)1., tt';]ll1tari's to th' ~t. Joh l. 1\\",. i,.iui:J~' it 
withill the first f','wn miles flom til' m')nth, th,~ oth 'r (\\'1) at th· n'"p ,ctin~ 
distancl's of thirty-nine and a qnart l'!' and forty-six and a (1 11;Ht 'r :ll i ]"s from 
the entr:mce, alld all coming from the 1'onth, j,1',it\,';;; mlll\' Sill 1]', '1' ones 
falling in on either "i.]('. The tW0 upper fork.~ :m' Sni)P",,',l t) tab~ th'ir 
rise Yl'ry near till' ;;;(Jur, ... :,; of tI1\' uppl'r N. E. branch of th' UII:Lln~lltUl'l" 

and the lower of till' t \YO :-:\\'l'l'l" past the I,\-l'"t.'rll b u,· Of,l mnnnLti'l known 
by the Indians by th,~ n~Hne at' :'II .• 1tllt Alexander, one of th'j hi~';l points 
fixed in our tri,llIgul:ttioll from ::'IIol1nt Alb,~rt 

TIt," 10wI'1' part of the riYer, f.)]' a distance of ab)tlt I hirl'~"lllli;~·s, Hows 
throug:l a le\-el C;!ll,ltr~'. proia 'lng' \\'11:1.: pill" spru ;~, :tal ;t sp )"ieS of 
larch frt'quf"utly of co;),"idf"ra1J',~ "iz.~ an(l of Y<llnd,l,· Cfutlity, ;'II"tlU-flr, 
cedar, and three" ariet i.'s of hi r..}l. \\' d h mapl,., l'lm, :\'1 1 a ~h in I.'s.; abun
dan('~;, But ",h('re the ('11lllltry his b ~l'll ll"llnll,,;] of it.; origin:.] timb'l' br 
the ranges of fire, 'which !la" run 0'"8;' a ,"ery Ll]'~" ar,~I, a thi"k C!'~'1Vylh of 
small trl'eS oC'llpi's the surfacl', chiefly- white ],i!,,';l :t d pin', 
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A ran!:!\' of hills bounds the southern extent of this fl,d tract, commen
cing near th" sell 0;1st at :Malbaie, which, running in a ~. \V. direction, 
and gradually approaching the riwr, strikes it at the end of about thirteen 
miles of its upward course. On the north side of the ri,oer, the country con
tin ues to main bin its le,oel character across the ~outh- \Vest ri ver of Gaspe; 
and, aPPl'arinQ' to he con'red with a good soil of sandy loam, it is doubtless 
well qualified to be brought into a state of cultiyation, and might probably 
become as ntluable an agricultural tract as any in the peninsula. 

The whole of the upper part of the stream flows through a mountain
ous region; the ,alley in some places is wide, with extensi,re alludal fiats, 
which o,'I'npy the intelTals b~t\\'I'l'n th,' ri,oer and the mountains, while at 
others it contrads to a deep narrow gorge, the hills rising precipitously 
oyer ea,h hank to the height occasionally ot 300 or 400 feet. The hills in
crease in eleyation with the ascent of the stream, and the highest we 
ascended measured ~-I,) feet aboye the lewl of the sea. From the hill 
which ro,~., diredly o'Oer the point where our slllTey terminated, we saw 
Mount Alt'X3nder hl>aring diJectly south, which, by its long and straight 
roof-like top, as \H·ll a,.: superior elevation, was easily distinguished as one 
of the most conspicuous poin ts SIO"11 on onr eastern horizon {rom Mount 
Albert. 

A Y;l"t portion of this region, including nearly the whole of that part 
of the ri'°t"l· flowing among the mountains, and the eastern country b,~tween 
Mount Ahoxander and the nppEr forks, has b\!cn complddy denu.Jed of its 
forest by fire, a!ld the hill siJt'S, boing cOY'.'rL'd o,oer with bare poll>s and 
charred l(l~>", amOIl~ \yhich no new gTowth has yd sprun~>, sR,oing- a few 
short c;hl'ubs and berry bushes, present a yery dismal and dreary :';I·,'ne and 
render trayellill!,!' almost impossible. 

(A/e.oll/ll, r JIII!"!"IIIj, :2~'th April, 1 S-16.) 

:-'T, .TOH~ OR DOCGL.-I.:-'T' '''·X • .-I.XD DAI~L\[()l1TlI RIV~=TIS, 

In order to complete if possible th J SlU,"ey of the ~t. John or 
Douglasto\Yn riYer, which had already been measured by )1r. )Inrray in 
18-15 as far as the forks, a di~tance by the rinr of forlyeight miles, or ill 
a direct line from its mouth thirty. eight miles, all excursion was made to 
that point. It was found, howe,er, after reachinO" the forks that owino- to 

~ , 0 
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the low state of the water anrl the impossibility of trayersing the wilder
ness without a larger force of men, further progress in that direction was 
impossible. Above this point, Mr. Murray says: (Reports 18-1.')--11;, p. 107-8) 
" The valley takes a north-west direction, and I was informed l)y the Indian!" 
who were acquainted wi1h the country that the riYer oranch.·s off ilJto 
several small streams at a distance of three or four miles abo,-e the point 
we reached, ultimately terminating among the mountains 11l'ar the ~onn~e" 
of the Eonan'nture and South-West riwrs of Gaspe (York). WIll're we 
stopped, the river had a breadth of sixty feet, bnt, increasing in its down
ward course proPQrtionately with the supply from its tributaries, it was at 
a short distance above the jam (near its mouth) upwards of BOI) feet across. 
The estimated fall in the whole measured distance was thirteen feet per 
mile, the height of the highest point being 6'13 feet aboYe the sea level. 

" There are four considerable tributaries to the St. John. two joining it 
within the first teveu miles from the mouth, the other two at the respectiye 
distances of thirty· nine and a quarter and forty-six and a quarter miles from 
the entrance, and all coming from the south, besides many smaller ones 
falling in on either side. The two upper forks are supposed to take their 
rise wry near the upper N. E. branch of the BonaYenturp, and the lower of 
the two sweeps past the western base of a mountain known by the Indian:;; 
as Mount Alexander, and one of the high points fixed in our triangulation 
from Mount Albert. 

" The lower part of the river for a distance of thirteen milt's flows through 
a level country, producing white pine, spruce, and a spet·i"1> of larch fre
quently of considerable size and of nluahle quality, balsam til', cedar, and 
three Yarieties of birch, white maple, elm ~Illd ash, in l"l>s abundanct' . 

.• To the south this fiat country is bounded hy a ran!:!:e of hills, whie·h, 
commencing' at the sea (oast near Malbaie, rnns in a north-west direction. 
and, gradually approaching the rinr, strikes it thirteen miles from the coast. 
From the north side of the river the country continues to maintain its 
lenl character a~ross to the ~outh-West or York river, and, appearing to be 
covered with a good soil of sandy loam, it is doubtlt'ss well qlla!illed to be 
brought into a state f culti,'ation, and might probably become as yaluahl~ 
an agricultural tract as any in the peninsula. 

"The whole of the upper part of the stream llows through a mountainous 
region. In some pJaces extensive alluvial flats occur between the rinr and 
the mountains, while at others the valley contracts to a deep narrow gorge, 
the hills rising precipitonsly from either bank to a height occasionally of 
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800 to 400 feet. The hills increase in ele,-ation ,,-ith the height of the 
stream, and the highest 011e 3seell(l.e.l me.lsn~'ed S t.5 f,~et abon~ th,~ level 
of the sea 1 From the hill diredly from the point where our SlU\-ey termi
nated 'Jlol1nt Alexander h.'ars due south. From its long and straight 1'00£

like top, a~ \yell a~ :-;nperior eleyation, it W,{oi e l"ily distinguish'd a, on~ of 
the most con"picuons points seen in our "a,,(,'rn horizon from Mouut Albert." 

Th) npp 'I' PHt of this stream, from th~ fork..; to a point ab1ut thirteen 
miles from its month, run~ 011 tll,) :-;trik,),..: of tlv G_l"p~ lim )iiton~ s"li 'S, and 

nearly th., "0 l1r..;.' of an an tidinal, 'which i" don1)~ 1,,38 the \yestern t'xteusion 

of th~lt whidl "011"" to the shore at P"n-L', Th" r,),>k" disphyed along the 
l'iYer are b1u' and grey silicious lilll<'stone, hlne and grey thin-hedded 
limeiitone, ~l.lJ grey cakar('ou..; sIllIes; tIll' thin-bedled lim3ston.~s are 
freqrlently llo.lnlar aud ::;luly. Tht' only fos:-;ils d·,tecled by Mr. j:Il1rray in 

these rocks wert' fncoi,b, probably Ofil'!ol'!illli, Tnis would tend to place 
th2m on tIll' horizon of the Ori,-.;kany t'tJrmatio:l Til~ lower thirteen miles 
are o,.'cupied I,y !.!l' .. ~y sand",totlt'S of the Gl";P~ :-:<1nJ"tone series, with plant 
,.,tems, 

The Dartmouth ri,-el' \\":1" aJ..,;o a:..; :end"ll to a point four miles ab),-e the 

UP~1E'l' north fl)]'k. ()n this stream the Jillt' of I" 'paration b)twt~ell the 
.'andstone and th" limestone seri,:,s cannot h' clearly defined; th,>, fonner, 
which OCcti.pj,os tlv lower part of tlH' rh-"l' to the f:tlls about three·eighths 
of a mile a1,0,-,' Lady ~teps brook, has u re;nlar dip 20n.~.)Q "\\' < 0.5° 40"', 
and gradually L';"oil1"s more c;lkan'(H1~, 11.1 the falls the b·d contains plant 
"k:1',s, but, 1110 yar,b bebw the ",_','olld island al,o,-e the falls, ledg"'s of hard 

~·r.·y limest'lllc .'onldin alHllld~mce of fo~sib simibr to those ['lUnd Oll the 
Griffin ('0\-'" riYer and already mentioncd. The dip of these lower beds, 
'which r(,pl"'~I>nt the liuw"tone s,'ri(',..;, is S. };~,Ol ,r < GOo. A short dis:ance 

further up tllI''';'' rocks rest upon I,la·'k cakal'eous shales and g'l'et'n-grey 
saJldstones of :-:illery asped, 

Thence up stream the 1'i ,-e1' is occupied b~' calcareous shales, blaek and 
grey in color. with b:lll<L of lim,"'<tone, "Oll:,!,'l'Jlllo'rate and sandstones, re
'-embling' the> Leyis formation, of which tlwy are the undoubted eqniyalent, 
but, at a point two miles and a,half abo,-e the upper north fork, g'l""'nish 
gTl'y Siller)" f':1lld-s t ones are again oYt'rlaid by fille-~'rained limcstones and 
shill'S in thin bands containing fossils idt'nti,~al with those noted lowt'r 
on the :-;tream, and .. Iearly showing' the westward extension of the Dl'yoniun 

1 The height vf this hill sh.mld probably be given :It 8!.) feet abo\'e the level uf the stream 
as measured by alle1'0id last season, 
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basin, Above this, it was found impossible to pro""",l owill~' to th" low' 
state of the water, but an attempt will be made during' tht' ,'oming seaSOll 
to complete the trayerse of the upper part of this str,'am, from tIll' York 
river northward, 

This series is exceedin!:\'ly rich in fossil", LH~"~ coll,·dion,.; of' which hl\'.! 
been made at different tim.'.~ by various In"lllbt'I''' "I' th,· SUl'\"~Y, Tho,;.' 
pertaining' to the lower purtion han) already b.~\,ll lfit'ntion",l on Pi:';'",; ,,-(I 

D D, and for the sake of comparison otht'l' form", which h'lI'l' h'~l'n deter
mined principally by :'Ir, Billing, an' g'iHn, 

(R,-T!'. EII,~, lX:-l2) 

As the ice on the Littl· Pabos rin'r was breakill~' n~) l'lwn th.; b I"ill t.) 
the bridge, at its estuary, I planted to the ea:,;t of the lJl'i:l~',· ;It high tiJ,! 

and near the road a large po"t to S.!I'Vl' as my startill,!:\' point, :l;ltl I le\'elleu 
and adjusted my instrument so as to be rt·ady to LIke Oh-;.'IT,diolls at the 
f'xad hom, After haring- satisfactorily determin,·,j th,~ tru,~ meridian awl 
notfd the yariation of the needle, which I ascertaill",l to 1>1:' :24:"--1,)' \\,.·"t, I 
began on the 26th the scalin~ of the Little Pabo,..; rin;r from th,~ po,..;t l!l"'\'iO~l~ly 
p1ant~d, first following th,' wt's(.>rn si<le of tlw J).1sin to ttle di,,"har~ .. ! of th0 
ri,'er into the S~llne; and then, bking: ihe middle of till' .. hlllll''', when 
feasible, that is to say, ",hell th,~ opt'ration wa:-; not interrnpt"ll by th,~ 

opening' of the riYer, and chaining;lt different pla,"es or eadl tim~ that I 
seemed to note a change either in the w:dening or narrowing u1' the ri\"er, 
and aho marking' posts at eadl mi I,· tra \'0 r:-;,,'cl to t:.,~ ::;unr.'l" which I found 
at forty miles from the month, in a swamp almost completely I)\r,~ of (1',":'" 

and seemingly of gn>at extent. Ha\'ing by chance th,~ ,)\'elllll~' befor0 md 
an Indian hunter named Xo!:'l Dedam, who WdS coming from Doug'LlS[OWll 

and gJing to the Little Pabos. setting' his klP:-; by the \\-,lY, [learneu from 
him that I would find the :-;onn'p of the St .John ri \'c'r a little' beyond that 
ot the Little Pabus, that he had hunted ther\' almost en:ry winter and that 
he knew it perfectly. III point of fact, after ha\'ing' pbuted the last po;"t at 
the end of the forty miles, ,1nd while my men were seeking a place to ,',unp. 
I proceeded on snow-shoes towards the east'north-east, and met the St. .J oh11 
river at about three-quarters of a mile from the last post already mentioned. 
This river flows at the bllse of high monntaills stretching from east to wes L 
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-and almost tutally bare of wood to their summib, from which circumstance 
they are generally called" The White Mountains." They also senTe as a 
landmark in summer for the fishermen of Pabos, Grand Riyer and Oap 
d·E"poir, ,,"hen they lose sight of the shorps in he:wy storms. When they 
are cod-fishi}l!r on the distant banks, they use them as a guide by which to 
steer their conr"e back to lanel. These great headlands seem also to hare 
been placed VI here they are by nature to ad as a watershed between the 
tributaries of the Gulf at th .. entry of the bay, and those of the ~t. Law
nmce. I haw no doubt that they form part of the Shick-Shocks. 

From the heathyatels of the Little Pabos, the land seems to slope 
towards the north; still this change cannot easely be noted except after 
walking some acre" north,vard; but, from the St. John riYer, facing south, 
the slope of t b· ground (·an an once be percei 'Ted. 

The Little Pabos, from its mouth to the thirty-third mile, is a splendid 
stream, with a "trong yolume of ,,"atpr and very rapid. There is but one 
fall of 12 fpet high in all this distance. This fall, which occurs a little 
beyond the eigh th mile, describe's an angle of 40°, and the water passes oyer 
a bed of web cut on each side in to the form of spouts or slides to such a 
depth that the largest logs can go down them without the slightest inter
ruption. I was enabled to note that, after the breaking up of the ice and 
during the spring thaws, the water often rises to a level 20 feet higher; 
but this only occurs in places where the riYer is h'~mmed in by almost per
pendicular rocks, VI hich preyent the water from spreading, while, in the 
spots where ihds pre\"ail, the water extends oyer them and does no: attain 
so high a lev-eI. To sum up, this river is one of the easiest and finest we 
haye ill the county of Gaspe. It is fed by a multitude of large brooks, the 
majority of which also Glffer an easy ontlet for timber and seyeral first class 
mill-sites. 

I regret to state, howeyer, that merchantable timber is wanting, gene
rally speaking. Among the mountains there is a pretty large quantity of pine 
and spruce, but "dth few exceptions below the medium size and so difficult 
of access that few would be tempted to try and get them out. On the 
other hand, the land, on the mountain tops, though broken, is fertile; mixed 
hardwoods predominate and are of sufficient size to prove the good quality 
of the soil. According to an exploration made by myself, the west side is 
much the more preferable, the timber being generally larger and more 
abundant. 
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Haying tf'r In ina ted the scaling of this ri \'er, I returned dow II it to the 
twenty,third mile, \yh"f,' \ye camped late in the night. On the following 
day, the ::lnth, we proceeded to the depot of provisions which I had left at 
the spot where I expech·d to meet Mr. Blaiklock's exploration line; but as 
repeated searcht's failed to find the latter and as it wa:-;-so to sny-impos
sible to scale the mountains with loads at this point, I <le"i,J,'J to "'mtinne 
until I met the rear line of the seigniory of l'abos and to Jollow it np to its 
junction wi th the north branch of the U r~·.\ t Pabos ri nor, \Y hi,: 11 \Y Q did the 
same day. 

Ha "iug at last reacht'd tllt' strea ill W hidl I took to b . th'J north branch 
of the Great Pabos, as well by the distance tra\Oelled from the Little Pabos as 
by its large volume of w,lter and its position on the plan B a",'onpanying 
my instructions, I hastened to commence operations on that ri\'er. To this 
end, I first t'xplored the whole woods from the rear line of th,' township of 
Newport to see if I could not dis{'on~r thl~ exploration lint'; but, not suc
ceeding in so doing hertl any more than on the Little Pabos river, I 
established my starting point at the place wh"re :-n<'11 rear line of New
port, which was no more traceable than the other on one side of the ri yer 
or the other, should pass. I first planted a post and blazed a LIl'~"~ spruce, 
and thence I carried on the scaling of this ri \Oer to its source, \\' hich I met 
in a swamp at 11 miles 52 chains f!'Om my starting point and, although the 
distance thus traversed seemed to me short, nevertheless I was still under 
the impression that it was Pabos-North, and it was only when I reached its 
junction with the Great Pabos ri ,oer that I perceived my mistake. This 
portion of the scaling brought to light much more timber than we found 
on the Little Pabos. Except the six last miles, which are in a swamp, all 
the remainder is well wooded with spruce and pine, and then.) are hills 0:1 

which birch of thp- finest quality grows in abundance. The hills, too, being 
lower, the ground is less broken and much preferable to that 011 the Little 
Pabos. Timber can be driven down this fine river without any diffi;ulty, 
as it carries I) hea,-y body of W~tter. There are se,reral falls on it:; course, of 
more or less size, as appears by my journal, but, owing to lheir gradual 
slope, these falls are not an obstru,~tion to the passage of timb~r. 

After planting a last post to mark the completion of this p:Lrt of the 
survey, I returned to my starting point and continued the scaling of the 
river down wards, marking at each mile the corresponding number until I 
reached the Great Pabos ri,-er. At the junction of the streams, I met one 
Patrick Hamilton, who resides on the west side of the basin of Little-Pabos, 
.and who had a contract to cut the timber for the construction of bridges 
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on the P:.toos ri \'ers and W,h t.hen cu ttiug it. I learneJ from hi m tl1.1 t the 

13tre3m I had jn"t ;-,':ale,l was the S,'ehe or Dry riwr, so called from th" fact 
that it wa-.; long- nnknowu because at its point of junction with th.~ Great 
Pallo,s. it p"s~,',l nnder a bed of san,i and thns failed to attract the att"ntiou 
of the inhabitanls. who, moreover, seldom frt'qnent these wools How· 
e,'er, at I'],"~"lll, this riYer cannot lw passed unnoticpd, as at its mtmth it is 
now as h()ad alJ(1 deep as the princi['al branch of the Great Pabos rin'!' 
and riv~ll::; it in yolume of \\',Iter, 

Ha\'in~' thus It':nned th:1t I \\'a-; only ,I l;·w mdes from Gr"lt P,lbos 
lJ3 y, and as the ",':\ ,011 W a,,,; ad \',lncil1~' and the i"e th rea t e:lill~ to hr,'ak up. 
I deemed it pl u,lent to fir;.;t s"al" this braneh dowll\\,mb. .,1.ecor lin~ly, 
after pbnting a p "t at til,' western extremity of my last station in mid
chauuel of the llorth branch of the Great Pabos riYer, I performed thi,; put 
of the sc:alillg to ib dis"hal,ge into Great P,tbos bay, lllJrking the tre'e's at 
each mile lu lllllnber thelu from the basin or the bay upwards and thence. 
followi'lg' the \\",,,t "illl:' ot the bay, :tl ... ()rdill~' to instrudions, to ih month 
in th,' l:ny <1,.;.; l'haieur", This dOlW, I marked my mile posts from the 
month afor,'~aitl npwanl:-:, l)I'~'il1l1ill~' with numl);>r Oil" and so on, amI, on 
reachill~' tIlt' p,.,,1 ",hidl I had plant"d the day before at the mouth of the 
south we,..l brandl, I "calelt that br,lll"h to the mill t'1't:L,t,·cl by tht:l he'reio
fi)re Ga~i": Fdlill!.!; Company, a di-Llllce from tIL' mouth of ~B chain3 90 
links, Tijl~ lir,'" which F~ll' after y",lr han, swept this pial'\.' had ccHnplt't"ly 
destro),,·d tin' lim' de"idill~' ~ewpol't froll1 the f.eigniory of Pabos, so 
as to lea \-.' Ill) t lW'I~ \Y hate,'er of it. COllSt'q uen tl)', I could nnt a~l:t:'l'tain its 
course. I pi:t!)t,·d a po::;t near till! north'E'Jst cornel' of th,~ old ",h'nt', on 
"vhich J )<Iark"d tho numb·,,1' of ch:lin, so m":I"llr.',l, arkr whidl I returned 
to the m~ii\ hran..!) of the Great Palm.; ri"er al1<l hire .. t a boat to :I,';',',! I III it. 
()n ]'pac1JlllC!' th .. ' riYer :-'cdw, at tIl<' [ln~t preyionsly planted at its conllnence, 
I coutilll:l'·l tIll' "':ding' of the north brandl of the Great Pabos ri\'er to its 
SOl1n"\ d ;jl) mil,·" from its mouth, Itl'lrking as pr,.'\'iou-;Iy the numbers of 
the COlTtl'poudiug milLs. 

I am hal'P)' to ;;;tak that I m<'t a great dt'al of timlwr along this stream 
and on th,.' hei::;ht of lands surrounding it. I particularly noted a lar~,!.'t:l 
quantity olu·ll:.tT, remarkable for its enormous :-;iz.~ and l;ngth, It ge;e. 
rally ~ro\\'" 011 hr~'c' alluvial fiats, and is the finest ill quality and most 
abulldant in quantity that can be S"(~ll in the Ua"p2 district-at ieas t , this is 
the general opinion. I myself saw one of these trees cut down and 
s'luared by the Patrick Hamilton already mentioned, which measured :2:3 
inches square at 64 feet from the blltt. And thell it Iud already had to be 
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reduced several inches to render it mort' easily handled, and this cedar, 
like most of the others, was perfectly sound. 

Apart from a few falls met with along its course, the Great Pabos river 
has a generally quiet flow. Its av"rage breadth, to till' foot of the falls, is 
nearly an acre, and its depth from 1~ to 18 inclws_ Aboye the falls to its 
head, it is much narrower; but it still carrips a pretty larg-.> body of water, 
because its banks are doser and cannot be overflown, being' mndl higher 
than below the falls. Timber can be floated down without interruption 
from its source to its mouth, the falls only increasing the rapidity of the 
descent. 

How many fiue settlements could be estab ished along this river, on 
tlach side, if the lot,; had the river itself for their frontage I The numerous 
brooks, which fall into the river, are in most cases capabk of running the 
largest mills, and, apart from this advantage, they also otfer a ffl'c outlet 
for saw-logs for several miles from their mouths. ~\lI"h among others are: 
Rocky brook, (the fishermen's resort," so called because strangers always 
fish at the mouth of this brook in preferencc to other places); Deep brook; 
the west branch, which for seven or eight miles from its mouth, is nearly 
as powerful as the north branch; Rat ri '-1'1', where hard woods predominate; 
and Otter brook, on which pine and spruce abound. 

At the head of the Great Pabos rin~r, there is a large swamp, the same, 
no doubt, that I met at the head of the Little Pabos rin>r, and in which the 
two rivers, as well as the St. John river, take their rise. As a proof that this 
swamp is one and the same-the same range of mountains which I saw at 
the head of the Little Pabos contiuues its course to\ya1'ds the west and 
passes near my last 50 mile post. Further, from this post, I could easily 
recognize continuing to the north-west the same monntains which I had 
seen on completing my sun-ey of the Little Pabos_ 

Hadng thus finished the survey of this river, on the 2.5th April, and 
planted the last mile post, I explored the mountains in order to see what I 
could discover beyond them; I ascended to the summit of the highest, 
whence I embraced the panorama within I he range of YisiOIl all around. I 
observed that there were on the north side several other mountains some
what lower than the one on which I stood. I also note:l that the swamp 
alr~ady referred to, after skirting the mountains for a distanl·l' of about two 
to three miles, stretches away to the northward to the foot of the others just 
described, where it seemed to end, giying place to higher ground. The 
mountains from which I took my observations were covered only W 11 

45 
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stunted wood of llO yalue. It se~m8d so short and its brallehes grew so low, 
th~d I determined to mea~Ure the depth of the snow. I aCl'ordillgly cut a 
pole, \\"hieh I dro\'e to the earth alld ascertained that the snow was lIille 
feet deep. This !..\'i'<'at qualliity of snow, burying, so to say, the trees, 
naturally shortened their appearance Ntill they are stunted and worthless, 

From the muuntain top, Irdnrned to till' point I had left, and thell, 
following a Hurl h'l'a~t lonr:,;C', I struck a branch of the Nt. John ri \'er, w hiL·h 
I descended to the ri\'er i::,;.,II, meeting it at about three miles hom its 
source. I thence ascended tIt, river to about half a mile from my last 
station to the east, where it disappears. 

HaYillQ lompleted this part of the fil1iTl'y alld being well a'vvare from 
the ad\'anced :--t;l!.!'~ of the "ea:--on alld the character of the weather that it 
'would lie impu~"iblt' for me to continue on the other !i\'er:-;, I ,\'3S obliged 
to i-uI'pelld Diy olH'ralions, and, on :Monday, the ;2:-;th April, ,ye returned on 
our Hl'!,". eX("'I't ",here the riYer waf< open. '\Yc'descended the rin,'r to 
the "",I ],r: 11\ h. ;md thence, on a coulse nearly south wc>sl, we reached 
rmt ))nlliei 011 ::\J"liday, the ht May. At the south-west branch of the 
Un:lt raLos ]iy( r, the I'now l)('('anw so soft and the ground so broken that 
it \\ :lfi cutin ill' the n;en to port:lgl' the loads on their backs than otherwise. 

(E H. lt~u,(I/'f. ]3th K(IYl'mber, 1:~i3,) 

PAB(II', ]'(11:'1' 1I,\-,1I-:L, HALL, lITTLE (',\~('APEDL\ '-\':"iD :;S-lll'YELLE RIYEr.~, 

From Nom'elle Ii"er to the forks, tlwn> is a great abundance of mer
chantable timht'l', ('",lar, poplar, p.Jm, &", This timber is generally \'ery 
Jar!..!'", hea\'Y and of l'x,:dlent qualitv The hills and. mountains supply 
IJine in I:'wdl quantities and a great d.'al of I:'pru(·e. The snmmit of the 
h"j!,!hts i~ almui':t ,'y,'] ywhere woocit'd ",ith birch and soft wood. I saw 
there hirch \\ h ic h could furnish a log of thirty feet in length by: twenty 
inch\',~ :-quare. These fOl't"ts haye already been worked, but there i:'till 
remain enough pine and "pru('e to gi \Te t hem a considerLtble value, 

I commell('ed to work on the \\'e:,;t branch, and 011 the 31st Decemb8l' I 
had finished my operations on this ri"er. At this time I was in want of 
pronSlOns. I Wl'ut oyer diff8rent water courses, - the Smaragne, the 
l'iYer Trois :-;antlluII0', Deep Brook and Ruisseau J aune. The Smaragne 
is the best water po'wer among these streams: pine and spruce abound; 
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and the dri"ing of the timber is easy, at least for the j'p\V miles which I 
saw. The west branch takes itl-; rise ill a m'I~'llifi"'>llt lake Ii! miles 
from the rear line of New Richmond. In this lake there is a tongue 
of land, half a mile long. trending- towar,jl-; the north-east and hayill~' an 
elention of six feet. Thi" tong'ne of land is illtpr""<'!'>11 hy a linked strt'am, 
the SOl1l'('p of which is unkno\yn to me. I helie,'e thai Rni"l-;ean Jaune 
forms one of the E-onrces of this hranch. L W:I:-; '·llah1,·1 In make tl!.'~,· 

obsenations from the summit of a hig'h mountain which i:-; situate hetw~"n 
the,;e t\\'O ri"ers. The Wl'St branch of the riYer Little c'1:·;.-:q,,·'[ia !'Pc,.,i,-.. " 
the waters of a large numher of ,.;null streams. Its ,'(lllrl-;e is yery hroken :lIld 

uneyen. There are rapids, still watns on flat lands, swamp"" &". 

The timber, "hich in these localiti,':-; consists of ,·,·,Lr, hirch, poplar, 
spnh:e and balsam, is of a rem<:lrkable size, and ahundant in qnantity. I 
saw se"eralcedars fr<lm 18 to ~o feet in ('ircnmference anJ~"'w'rally sound. 
This abundance gradually dimilli:-;h,':-; in approa"hing Trout lake. The 
land there hl'l'()ll1l'S sandy and prodll\'(~:-; ouly stunt,>d timlwr, unfit for 
anything. The yalley of the \wst branch, although rich ill timber in ';"1'

tain places ana Yery picturesque in appearance, is :11 to!.!ytlwr nnad:lpt.·(1 for 
cuItiyation. If tlwre are fertile :rads, there are on fhe otlwr hand :-;0 many 
mountains, hills, and s,,,amps borderin~' on the ri,'pr, tint it would 1)" 
exc~edingly expensi,'e to make pradicabl,~' road" th"re, for colonization pur
pOSes. 

Oil the l'Yening of the 1 ~th .T anuary, 187-1" II). '~':1Jl III y opera t ions 011 the 
east branch, which I terminakd Oil the :1h,t. This branch i~ only r)q mil\':-; 
in length, from the rear line of New Richmond to its sour,',,, and i" fiy\, 
miles shortm' than thl~ west bmll..il; it is wi(h'r at cI'rtain i,"illtl-;, and its 
water power appear" to be m0re ('(HllSiderable From the rOl;~.; to the :;:2d 
mile, on the e:Jst sidt" there is a large quantity of :-;pJ'lln', There is also 
much (·ptlar and poplar. I haye rl'marked that in thilS country the low lands 
are generally ,wll wooded with soft wood. From the 45th mile to the 
source, I S'HY nothing but swamps. The east side of tlli» river is more 
el8\ated thall the west side, and appeared to me deyoid of n'~·dation. The 
lake which fonr:s the source is surrounded by marsh('s and "wamps, but 
there ilS, on the north, a ridge of white birch. 

On the 17th I commenced my operations on the l'l \',']' Pahos, and 
terminated them on the 24th. The weather was magnificent and thus I 
was enabled to work with rapidity. I sent my men to get provisions, while 
I continued, with my chainbearers, the suryey of the said south-west branch. 
lhe south-west branch retains its size and \'olume as far as the 18th 
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mile, aud is well adapted for the des,'ellt of merchantable timber, After 
that, there are only rapids and cascades, It becomes narrow aud often 
disappears among rocks, and, at the ~nth mile, it ceas>'s to be perceptible, 
without waitillg' for our di",'oYPIY of its source, At this place, the ground 
iudilll's towards the :;:outh, :\" far as the ri,"er Port Daniel; uear the river 
PalJO':, there i" a great deal of sprnn' as far as the 19th mile. As regards 
the ]'1,,,[ of the south-west In<lllch, from the forks, there i:; no timber of any 
yah1\': but from the rear lill" of the township of ~t'\yport, there is found 
au abnndall"" of I'('cl:ir and poplar on the shores of the ri\',::,r, and also pine 
and SPllH'!' on the lwig'hb. and on the streams, The lake which forms 
the :0; C,\\!'Cl' of the rinr i,; shallow, a],cl I belie"e it dries up III summer. 
There i" no H'g-t'tation, but the land rises a little 011 the east and lofty 
mountaius are sp,'u at two mile:; distallce. 

The surny of this rin'r being completed, I repaired to the river Port 
Dun ie L I III ade the :- my!:'y of j his ri HI' from the towushi p of that name to its 
sou],ce. I found 110 merchantable timber, I theu proceeded westward to the 
south,\\",,,t brandl There \\':\s a thaw and I could not stUnr it. I fol
lowl'd this rinr for about 10 miles, and took a west-south-west course 
to the riypr Hall, which I surwyed downwards to the rear line of' Cox, 

l;.n the land which I haye g'o)]e 0\,\:,]', iu rear of the townships, is with
out ,,<lIne for agricultural or commercial purposes, The river Hall, how
eyer, is well supplied \vith birch, piue and spruce, as also the rivers of 
Graud Pabus, As to the rinr NouYelle, I was unahle to fiuish the survey 
of it. bemuse of the bad weather, the sl:'ason being too far advanced. But 
I ~\lI"""dl'd, though with much difficulty, in performing that of the east 
bralll'h, which I terminated 011 the 13th. On this river I found merchant
able timber in a sufficiently large quantity to encourage the working of it; 
but there, as on the other rivers, I do not think it possible to follow agri· 
cultnrl' \"ith any beneficial results. 

(E.-H. Lege.ndre, 18th Sept, 1874,) 

BONAVENTURE RIVER. 

The Bonanuture falls into the Eay des Chaleurs, about seven miles above 
Nt::w Carlisle, in the rlis~rict which bears the name of the river. The 
entrauce to it from the bay is between two long narrow bars of gravel, one 
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extending from a high bank on the south side, and the other from the flat 
on which the "illage of Bonaventure stands on the north. Inside these 
barriers, there is an extensive basin, measuring from north to south one 
mile and a half, and from east to west three"quart~rs of a mile, of which 
space senrallow alhrdal islands occupy a considp.rahle part, and a large 
proportion on the south side is dry at low tide. The main channel of the 
river, north of all the isLm·f:.;, is seven ty to one hundred yard~ wide, and is 
bounded on its north bank by low marshy plains extending towards the 
village. 

• 
From the mouth of the river to the highest part we reached, the gen-

eral direction is nearly true north, and th'> distance in a straight lin" is 
about thirty-nine miles; but following the yarious bends of the stream it 
would exceed sixty miles. The portion actually measured was fifty-three 
miles and forty-nine chains, but this includes a small part of an l'a~h'rn 

branch just abo,'e the jundion of whiuh the main stream is hlew];:,·,l up 
with drift timber. 

In the distance of about eighteen miles from the mouth. the ri,Tcr passes 
through a lenl or gently undulating country, producing while pine, bal
earn-fir, spruce, black and white birch, cedar and nHi\,til'~ of the ash and 
elm, but the two latter are not abundant. This part constitutes nearly the 
whole depth of the township of Hamilton, and in a straight line to the 
nearest part of the coast may possess a breadth of ten miles. The soil of a 
large portion, judging from the settlements at New Richmond and New 
Carlisle, is "ery probably capable of ad'Tantageous "ulti\"atioll, and an ample 
supply of water passes through it by various tributaries to tlw main stream. 
Two considerable branches flow in from the eastward, one about fonr and 
the other about ele,-en miles from the mouth, and se,'eral brooks join 011 

either side. The breadth of the ri ver in this distull<'e varies from three h un
dred to one hundred feet, and it is bounded by banks in some in:-;Llll('l's 
rising to the height of more than one hunJred feet, in others not exeeeding 
ten or l\"e1\-e feel. 

Above these eighteen miles the country hecomes more broken and less 
accessible. Three small hills called the" Three Brothl'r;;," ri~ing ahruptly 
from the rinr to the height of five hundred and fin' feet aho,'e hig'h \Yater 
mark, are the first indications of an approach to a mountainous region, and 
the character of one gradually iucreases proceeding further up. The pine 
timber, although still abundant, diminishes in quantity, and is of smaller 
dimensions than lower down, while spruce and fir, though more plentiful, 
are also of inferior growth. 
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At the distall,',' of abont twenty-fh-e miles and a half from the mouth, 
a third branch. coming' from the northward, joins 011 the right bank, and at 
the jnnction the upward direction of the main yallev takes a sudden bend 
to the east \\":\ I'd, a short oistaw'e below \\' hich there are strong- rapids 
called" Thl' Falls," by the lumbermen, though the name is scarcely appli
cable, as tlwy I'an at all times lH' a:-;t'ended by li!!ht canoes. At this point 
the hills ris .. to the lH'i~,dlt of fh'e to "ix hundred 1.>I,t ahoye thl~ bed of the 
rin'r; pine trl'CS hl'COlllt' still mon~ SI':ll'l'l" and the inferior orders of spruce 
and jir conslitute the l'reV'ailing timber, though white cedars ofthe fin2st 
d, .. ~criplion abuund in the low grounds. 

The ri,'er continues its easterly direction for ahout six miles, keeping 
in the strike ,,[, tlli' stratification, when it again bends to the northward and 
is joined at t he turn hy a four I h brandl from thp south. In this distance 
ih breadth fn'qnently I'ontrad:-; to about sH'enly feet from bank to bank, 
vrhile occasion:tlly it opens to two hundred or eyen to upwards of three 
hundred ft"; :tITO:-;:-;. 

Two br:IlII·lws join the main ,dream aboye thi,,; the first, at a distance 
of about thirty-four miles from th,~ mouth, falls in on the east, and the 
i't"Ollll, abo!1t two and a half milt-'s higher up, on tIll' \\"e"t side. Hills from 
fiYe' hundred to "ix hundred feet high o,','asionally ri"e abruptly from the 
ri\'er and a~ ,in re"l'dt' to some dist:Ill"", leaving extensi\'e flats along the 
banks, whi.!l, wert' they in a statl' of l'nltinttion, I should suppose capable 
of gTo\ving' ,'x,'c,llenl meadow grass, a material that would be of considerable 
value to til" lumbermen as fodd!:'r 1'111' their cattle. The limit to the opera
tiuns of thi" "Ilterprisillg' dass of persons is to be found a short distance 
below the t-ixth hrauch, and from thi" dO\Yll\Y;lrcls a "ollsiderabh~ supply of 
timber is annnally drinn to the 1I10nth of thc' ri\"er. Bnt ~lbo,'e tIlt' sixth 
branch, pin" :1.1 !lln",t wholly dis'lPlwar:-;, or at any ral.> it. is either too 'il'~ll'ce 
or too small 10 uttra,'t attention. 

c\.boye the junction of the sixth bran..!l, the upward course of the river 
agaill bends to the eastward, and ,'outinues in that direetion for ahout three 
miles, presentiug fn"luent raptus, where the width contracts to a "pace 
occasionally lIot exceeding forty feet, with high mountains rising prw'ipit
ously from th-! bauks; but, turning northward, it ke.,ps this bearing to the 
highest part \\'1' attained. The \y~tt,'r becomes smooth, the hills open ont, 
alld flats bearing heavy spruce anu cedar timber extend o\'er a large surf.lce 
to their base. 
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The jam which blocks up the m~in stream, :ct'l already "hted, is nearly 
"3. mile in extent. The water above damm 'd b'1Ck by it h t<; illnndctte 1 the 
flats on either ba'lk and, wearing a rnllltitll L~ of "mlll chtll1wls in them, 
has formed a hhyrinth of litt\., i~hll k Threadin~' our wly :lmon~' tlv~(', 
it was not until we ascended a hill to n'I'ol1noitr,\ j'li f,~.,t ()\"r tIll' be'd of 
the ri,"er, or 189~ f~et onn' high w;d.'l' m:trk hyh:1l'omet.rictl !IVa·;tll\'m,'nt, 
that we disco\'ered we had left till' main channel and prn,\:IJIItlll a short 
distance up a tributary r.~lling in frOil the east. This bran'h was seldom 
more than twenty·fi,'e to thirt~· fl'l,t acro:lS, and the freqnl'llt interruptions 
it present('d, resultlllg' from fallen tl\!.'S a.nd drift timb.'r, renfIpred our pro
gress so tedious and difficult that a 1'l1l'th,'r ascent seemed impneti,·ahle. 

The country o,'er which w,~ \\·;tlk,d lie.s b ltW,'c'1l this e:t .. ;I. hran ~h and 
the main stream, and cOllsist~ of a hi~'h hbl,~ land r":I"hin~' tit ~ altitlltl.: of 
14·jC: feet over the 11"\',,1 of th.~ sea, and prolln,·in!.\· bir"h, fir. "1H'l1,·", a:ld a 
species of lal,<)h, known in th., country by t118 S"\"'l"al 1l:1'1l'~:'; of tamlr;w, 
hacmahwk :lnd junip,'r. The !.!'rnwth of th·'~,,, am 111'; whi,~h ll,) pill' what. 
ever was s.'en, wa'l in m:l:lY ph .. ",; ';0 thick and clo,,', ,,,,hil,) at the ';:Im,~ 
timi:l the trl'es were small, tlut it b~ 'am' ll"."'~~:ll"\' ;0 .'nl a ,va\' throtF,'h . . ~ 

for the pa~~a;',' of the pHt}'. 

With the eXo'''''ptiotl of th .... timb!>r jam UPO'l th ~ m:lin dr":lm, there 
appeared no fOl'lnid:lble im),~·lim"Jlt t:) its as ~"l\t hv I'·:lll') '" h the hi~'he;;t 
point we reached, and it see'n~, t)I), pl'Ob\bl,~ tint, when th '1',' is a fnll ,.;np· 
ply of water, it might be 11a"ig:lted fOI' :1 considerable distllll'" beyond. 

The Bonaventure i,.; rem trk:tbl,· fur the p;','nli,lI" trIll ','tl','Il,·V of its 
,vat,,!,';, a l'ir,:umst.al~"'J obsen',lld,~ fro:n it~ III )uth lll)W.lI'ds, an,l ori";inatinO' 

"0> '" 

the name gi,'ell it br the Indian,;, who "~idled it th· \Va~':Lllld, ;;i~'llifyillg the 
clear water. Unlike th,~ Oint and th) Ua~I'ap ·.Ii;I, it ,tppeUil to he almost 
destitute of fish, f,JI', with the t'x"I~ptiOll of a \'.'ry ft-'\\" s tlnv)U, sea trout 
and eels, which latter do not app3H to :t~:'I~ld hi~·jlt'1' th:1.n th~ first fork, we 
sa\" none the whole distance we ,.;un,,!ye:l; water fowl :11'1' hk 'wis~ scarce, 
prob.l.b1v in consequence of the ab'i,t\·~~ of fi,h. Th' g'~lt m'r~·ttl.,er 

duck was the only species met with. Ruffed and ";PJtbd ~"t',JlISe freqnent 
the woods; and the wild qU:t,lrnlwII~ we saw were the l1urt,'n, and in 
great and sen'iceable abundance th3 porcupine, while th! rcll:ent work of 
the beaver and fresh tracks of th~ ,'aribou in ii,' lb~,l th.~il· pr~senc ~ ;t\..;:) III 

.the remote regions near the junction of the last tributary. 

(Alexander Mllrra!!, 20th April, 1845). 



712 

x 

Conformably to instructions for the sluvey of th~ upp3r waters of the 
river Grande Bonaventure and its tributaries, I h'l.ve the honor to submit 
the following l"port togtlther with the plan and fi,'ld nobs of the abwe 
mentioned SlU\'ey : 

I may h"re also mention that thertl \Va~ form~rly a portage road from 
New RiGhmona to I he west branch, but the brilgtls and lo~ging of the 
se,·eral gullies are no,\, impass,lble or carried away by The freshets, and in 
many places the windfalls haye nearly stopped the road, rendering it 
impassable without a too expclnsiYe amount of labour. 

On the ht. :2nd and 3rJ days, I had the greater put of my supplies 
forwarded to -within about six miles of w,·,t braw·h and sbrtel with the 
intention of ca~nping at the said starting point, but found that abo,'e Spruce 
island there was no iI">' I was therefortl obligtld to camp th~re. 0,1 the 
next day I proceeded up with my first dl'linbearer, as t'tr as the west branch, 
where we made a raft and sailed down to our camp, the river being as 
clear of ice a" ill mid summer for fi ,·e miles. Here I was obliged to cut 
portages all aloll~' \\' hi.,h caused a gTeat deal of labor, as the banks are 
coyered with a thick growth of cedar. 

'While my men were forwarding supplies, I spent several days searching 
for the rear line of the township of Hamilton as described in my instruc
tions to pass at the fool of Bald Mountain, but could not find any traJe of 
it. The oldest settlers and lumbermen, who ha\·e worked there for the last 
thirty years, assure me that there -was neyer a lilw run farther north than 
the line behy,,"'ll the 8th and flth ran~'('s of the said township. I intended 
to commence :o!caling the west branch, but owing to the springy nature of 
that tributary, there was no ice on it, !lor has it, nor e,·en the main river 
for seyeral milps below it, been frozen the whole winter. The weather was 
yery unfayorablp for the greater part of January; it rained eyery alternate 
day, and at inten'a.ls an intense cold night's frost would dam up the river 
,,,ith anchor ice, backing up the water in some places more than 15 feet 
perpendicular. 

Proceedin~ up the mail! riYer, I scal"d the B. or 1st branch for fi,'e 
mil,'s; the land on either fiid" is hilly, interyened with valleys and fiats, 
well timbered ,,·jth spruce, cedar, gilead and pine, Here and there are oM 
rolhnys showing whe:e square timbpr had been made many years ago. 
Seeing the unprecedented mildness of the winter and fearing an early break 
up, I stopped my operations un that branch and proceeded up the mam 
riwr, in order to find the headwaters b<!fore the opening of spring. 
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Going up I scaled the 2nd east or O. branch for six miles. At the mouth 
it is nearly as large as the main rh-er, but, following up, it g'ets smaller, and 
at 5 13180 miles, it branches off. We followed the north-east branch to the 
6th mile. The south-east branch is likely the largest. The whole country 
on either side of this stream is rough and monntainous, timbere,l with 
spruce and pine. Square timber has been made here also many years ago. 
The D. fork or 2nd Wt'st hraneh may possibly run as far north ~tS the main 
river. I only scaled it a short distance in going up. Above the D. fork, the 
main river is very crooked and the land mountainous on both sides as far 
as the 20th mile, but from that to the ~Iith, the river is str'light and the 
land on either side leveller, except on the :23rd mile, where t here are two 
large mountains, one close to east about six 01' sen'll hundred feet high, and 
another similar one about half a mile to left or west. There are however 
some very good flats ofland all along here (moose and caribou are numerous 
in these environs). 

On the 19th mile the two small streams shown on Sir vV m. Logan's 
plan are from the same sonrce, a considerable large stream which falls over 
a precipice more than one hundred feet high. The country above it is in 
general rough, but well timbered with spruce and pine. 

At 24 34180 mile there is a large tributary east, as shown on the second 
copy of Sir Wm. Logan's plan which yon gave me. I scaled it for four miles. 
It pJ.sses through a valley of good lanJ between ranges of mountains. 
thickly timbered with an abundance of spruce and fir. To the left, however, 
of the 2nd mile post. there is a large mountain without a shrub on it having 
a smooth face several acres in area and elevated about 60°. 

On the 27th and part of the 28th miles, there are jams of old timber 
w1lich obstruct the passage of the water and cause it to pass under gronnd 
through the soft alluvial soil and reappear in several small streams forming 
groups of islands, which are covered with a Yery thick gro\vth of large 
cedar from 2 to 4 feet diameter. 

From the 28th to the 4~th mile, the river is clear again, its averag'e 
width is from It to i of a chain. The land is rough and broken and covered 
with spruce, cedar, bouleau and scattering pine. As far as the 34th mile the 
soil is a pretty good quality of clay and gran'l, but there is not ill <lny place 
enough of it to make any settlements. There are seYerai tributary streams 
which would lengthen my report to give a detailed description of, for which 
I would beg to refer you to the field books and plan accompanying this 
report. 
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From tht' -1Gth mile the ri\'er is jammed up ag'ain with old timb.'r and 
di\'ided into sl'\'t~ral small stream~ a" far a~ til, -1:lth mile, after which it is 
:l!:(~\in ('1'.':l1' but yery rapid. 

At .11 .-l:)/:-:.II miles thercJ i" a sm'lll shallow lake 2:2 ch tins 10ng, and 10 
chains wi,],' At th" ,'a-;t side of its dis,·har..!·,', th·~r,' i" a tree blazed and 
marked thIs (1-;:'(; L P) The mountains h'1'" are not s') abrupt as below, and 
the land Sl' 'ms poor and of a swampy natnrt'. On the .j:2nd and .5:3rd miles, 
there i" a ;~ll':.!"·]' lake 1 of a mill' long and from 10 to Vi chains wi,le, with 
t\\·o inlet" at the nOI th end. The N. E. inlet seems the largest, bnt, 011 fol
lo\ving it np, I found it ran dry at about :30 chains from the lake. I traced 
the other inlet ",hi"h run" north to :llit mi[.J", At 5.5 6It.,O miles,.it forks 
around a "on1('al mountain over 1000 feet high which may be considered 
the source of the rin'r Grande-Bona,'entnre. I ,yas detained here s,lreral 
days on aC"Ol1l1t of the rainy weather in the beginning of:JIan·h. I intended 
to ha,·c bk"n ()b.~eITJtions from the summit of the mountain, and for that 
purpose I clillllJl·d it on the 12th of :\Iarch; but as if doomed to disappoint
ment it commenced blowill~.!.' and sno\ving, rend.'rillg it impracticable to 
bkl' any o,ati"j';l<tory ohscn'ation. I sent my men down with the baQ'~'lg'e, 
&"., and rt'II1ained with my chaillbearer to explore the country in the 
direction ()j' the opposih> wat<.'I';-;, but it rained and snowed inc.,s.~alltly, 

hindering the same. I r-a\Y enough of it, howeyel', to satisfy me. that a 
range of mountains rUBS nearly east and west in line with the abon men
tioncd cCllical mouutain, from \yhidl the land falls off to the north. Along 
this ran~'" of nlOuntains there was ['rom I; to :3 feet of snow, while at the 
\'~l:-;t fork or : .. \;(h mile post, (hl'l'" was St·lfL·<.,ly 1:') inches. I may ha0 state 
that on t]u' whol., riyl'l' from th,~ Iwach to tIl(' upp,'r lake, ther0 is not a 
single f:llJ, 1mt it may be considered Olle continuous rapid, free of any 
obstruction:-; wh~ltt'Y"I', eX""pting the two jam" ab0Yf~ described. 

The (utal northin!,!' or (htference of latitude between my point of depll.l'
tUfe at th" mouth of the \Yest branch and the source of the main ri,'er 
Grallde-Bonannture is 39 111)/100 miles, and there are only 2:2~ chains diffe
rence of lon~itude or east departure. The distance by the ~iver is 5H miles 
'.yhich may be considered to run due north 

On my way down 1 scaled to their sources all the l1aYigable tributary 
streams which ar.' aboye the last forks. There was no ice on the main river 
from the lakes down to the 2nd east branch. I had some supplies cached at 
the D. fork. There I sent men for canoes and proceeded up that westerly 
tributary with the rest of my party while my supplies lasted. I only went up 
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1:2 miles on the main branch. There was no ice on the last fi ,-e miles. There 
are three pretty larg~ tributaries falling into this branch, Olle of which 
runs se,-ell miles, and another 4 miles. I scaled them t,) their &ources. The 
land here is better than 011 any other tributaries of till' n'Il:tY"nlllre \\-hich 
I have scaled, except th,' 1st west ))\'al1l·h, and it is co,-,'rel1 With a consi
derable quantity of pine and all abundance of spnlt'e, fir and '~I-'dar. 

011 the 6th April, I suspended work, ldt my men to brill~' t:II' baggage 
down the ri\-er, expecting to meet the party I had sent fur GclnoeS, but 
fOUlld that there \\','r.~ about 10 miles of solid i,·e. I then ll.:cided on going 
on to examine the lower part of the ri\'er alld see if it was possible to gl't 
canoes. I foulld the riYer opened from west lll'<lIlch to Depp 'Vater creek, 
bnt from there to the beach, the ice was better than at an~' tim .. during the 
wintpr. 

I ani ,-ed at the set tlem,'n t 011 t he 8th and forwarded t \\'1) canoes alld 
othp1' necpssal'ies, by horse as far:ls ri,-er Un\',,!. Frllll\ tl1t'r,· tl) d""ll wait'r we 
had to drag them on the ice. J commenced sl';ding th(, west hr:lll..]l on the 
16th and finished it on th,' last lhy (d' tlll' mon1h. This hran"h at the mouth 
app"ars to be a very largl' tributary, but, at :24 chains from t h·' ini i :al point A, 
a large branch falls in from the west called Ml'Ginnis ere. ,I,::. where &quare 
timber has been made made some Yt'ars ago. Abo\'p thl' mouth of l\[CUillllis 
creek, the west brallch spreads into bays and moraSSes, al1,l a little below 
the 1st mile post. the chanuel of the strL'am tUl'llS easiwar I, btlt there is no 
water for a considerable distance. There are two old lumber "hanties on the 
Wl":ot branch where f;(luare timber has been made, one on the ~nd and the 
other on the 3rd mile. There is I-'Olll" splendid land both alollg the main 
riYel' as far as the ~lld mile post and up the WI.'St brallch 1'''1' a c'.llsidprable 
distawl'. The total area would be about two thous21ld a'TeS The yalleys 
are Vlell timbered with SPl'llCt" I'('dar, fir, gilead and pine, and the mountains 
with ~prnct', sl'attering pine and \"hitl' birch. Un the 6th mile the streams 
spread through a cedar flat about ~ a mile wide, and there is 110 water to 
be ",'P11 for onI' a mile. At G.01/1:\0 miles a large tributary falls in from the 

. \n~t. ,md another at /.14/80 mil,·s. The latter i,.; llt'ilrly as Ltr~·., RS the main 
braw-h and timbered with spruCt', cedar, fir, pine and gilead. At half a 
mil,' from the forks there is a pictUl't'sque fall :2;-) fed high h,tween two 
perpl'lldic:ular cliffs upwards of'.50 f\~d high. TI1l' ,{:lJl,.y of the main branch 
a\'era~'es from 20 to 50 chains wide and it) \Yell timhered with spruce, fir, 
cedar, \Y hite birch and scattering pine. A little below the 10th mile post 
the stream forks again; the largest branch bears to the north-east; beyond 
the 10th mile post the mountains close in lpt'n-ing only a narrow passage 
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from one to t \Yo chains wide. Along the north-west branch the mountains 
rise to five or six hundred feet abo\-e the le\-el of the stream. While camped 
at west branch I climbed Bald Mountain which is about 500 feet aboYe the 
level of the \yater. From the top of a large spruce tree, on the very summit 
of it, I had a splendid view of the surroundin~!' country. To the south, ... 
Bay-des-Chaleurs and the coast of New-Brunswick; to the west, the moun
tains of Cnscapedia, and to the north and east, ranges of small mountains 
rise one oyer another cl'O,Yned by the blue heads of the Shick-Shocks and 
the mount::illS at the head of Port Daniel and Gaspe Basin riYers. 

The cedar of the Bona,-enture deserves a special mention as I haye not 
seen in any other part of the proyinee anything to equal it in either size, 
quality or quantity. There is also a considerable quantity of pine, spruce, 
fir and gill'ad, and according to the explorers and lumberers that have ,isited 
the heads of the ri ,ers Hall, Duval and Deep-,Yater, there is an abundance 
of birch and maple in that locality. 

In cOlH'luding my report, I may mention my surprise in finding the 
agriculture in general in such a backward state, although there is every 
adyantage for farmers. Along the beach from New-Carlisle to New-Rich
mond, the first rallg-e only is settled in many places, although the land 
seems good and leyel for from -! to 10 miles hack, which seems to run along 
the sea shore as far as Port-Daniel. The soil for the greater part is of 11.

superior quality. 

As thl-' Bonayenture river has already been explored by a more expe
rienced geologist than I am, it is useless to lengthen my report \"ith a 
description of its gr>ological features, any more than to say that the same 
slate rock and "ong-Iomerate is preyalellt all through. There are at present 
only four Irihutaries unfinished, if I except the tributaries falling into the 
Bonayen ture below the \yest branch, and they can b, surveyed in sum mer 
easier than in winter. 

(HP.tlry O'Su/lz'['(//l, :28th July, 1874.) 

lWXAVEl\Tl'RE AND CA:-:( '~\PEDIA. RIYEH:-:. 

We therefore proceeded to the mouth of the Bona venture and in six , 
days, notwithstanding the high water and consequen t heavy poling, reached 
the forks. After clearing the way past the heavy timber jams, by which 
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Mr. Murray was stopped, in 1)-;-14, WI' commenc('d the survey of th e main 
stream on the 3rd July, and in six days reached the lake at the head, a 
furthl'l' distance of twenty-senn miles, progress l>t'in~' slow from the ob
structed charader ofthe rin'r channel, necessitating the "utting' of numerous 
portage roads where the jams \\""re too I'xte,}:;;in' to be ell-an-,I out. An inlet 
of comiJi·rable size enters the north pnd of the lake. Thi". at ;l (Ii"tan,·,' of 
two miles, di \"ides in to three brall" h,-". t1lt~ eastern and middle of which 
rise in dose proximity to lork riYer, while a rid~"~ of llloderab~ elevation 
separa k,; their sources from the \\"aters of the 2\Iagclalen on the north. The 
lake by aneroid was cakulated to be 1,-i51 feet above sea l('\"el. The dei;
cent of the branch is much more rapid then that of the main stream, being 
about twenty eight feet to the mile, while from the forks to the sea the 
average fall per mile is not more than tweh'e feet. 

The country borderilJg on the lower part of the 110naYellture riYer has 
to some extent h'-t'll already described by Mr. Murray, in the report of pro
gress ] 844. A boye the forks the gl'neral course of th,' Yall,·y ib north 
(magnetic yariation about twenty-fiye degrpes w,·st). The hills on both 
sider,; for fifteen miles are from 500 to 80U feet abo,-e the strefllll. Above this 
point the surface belomes much less rugged and there are quite extensive 
areas of low land along the banks. Timber of large size, spruce, fir and 
white birch, is plentiful, but the cedar, which is so abundant and of such 
excelltll t quali 1 y aloll~!' the main strram, disappears almost en tirely on its 
upper fortion. As a ~ource of supply for lumber th· yalley of the Bona
wnlure far surpa~ses any other stn'am examilll:'d by us in the Gaspe penin
sula. The spruce has so far apparently escaped the agl'l\cy which has 
destroyed so much of the forest along the streams flowing east into Gaspe 
Ba~ill, while large quantities of pille still remain on its branches. Exten
sive areas of good land, well suited for agriculture, border the river for 
twenty-fhe miles from the mouth, but on the upper part of the stream the 
land, though in many places of good quality, has such an elevation tilat 
frost will probably prove injuriou8, During the first half of July we had 
ice on nearly e\"Cry clear night. 

The Bonaventure ri \-er is noted for the extreme clearnl)ss and coldness 
of its water. The temperature, taken at \-arions times in .Tilly, ga\-e an 
average of ~50 Fahr. No fishes are found in it, except a few very small 
trout, till the advent of the salmon and sea-trout. Birds of all kinds, and 
especially water-fowl, which are so plentiful on all the rivers of Gaspe and 
northern New-Brunswick, are almost entirely wanting. 
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The sune), of sen'ral hranches, of whi,'h there are fi\'tl of ~'OO 1 size, 
"'n,, 1'onnel to be impncticahle in canoes on account of jams: and the shal
lowness of the channel, while the coldlll'ES of the waters rendered it impos
sIble to ,YeHle them, Finding it therefore useless to attempt any further 
work in thi" uirectlOB, we du.;cended the :,;tre"m and returned to the Casca
pedia, w here a f.:t'l'ond attempt to reach the ~almon bruneh, fifty miles from 
the mouth, WflS :':1\1'1 (':.::.; I'n I. and the SlUyey OJf it \\',lS commenced on the 
27th July, 

The "Ull! :':1' of th,' Salmon bran('h to lake Cascapedia is tWL'ntY-,>c\'en 
mil"", with a fall in that distallGe of ,'I-il) !;'t't, m3.king' it \-.~ry rough and 
Tapid. Ollly t\\'e1lty-two miles could be surveyed in u:,noes, and in this 
part there :'1'1' three falls, the first at sixteen miles, of four fe2t; the So' '01Hl 
at ei~hteen miles. :2,) ft,(,t, and the third at nineteen miles, 10 feet. Where 
our sUlTey "1\,1 .. <1, th"i"~ are' Y,'ry hea\')' rapids, Thesc al',~ ,'an~el by' the 
sir":I111 sud \.only turtling' In.~t th' :.;par of an illlm,!;1~,! ddl', not Ie,;,; t!1 Ul 

}I)(II) I'eet hi~h, on tli,' \ye,~t bank, whik on th ~ '!:Ht a low filt lie..; b~t s ','n 
the ri,'er and tlle I'I)I)t 01' a peak, caUld th,~ ~ ,nth monnL1in, which ri.;e,~ 

abruply fOI Ill·ad), 1.-1111) fed, 

The up[,t·r part of the :'alttlon branch for fifteen miles must h wa a 
descent of !leclri)' finy 1"e! pel' mill', presenting' th,! charadeI' of a mountain 
torrent. J'. short di:,;taw'e below it:.: mouth a rallge of lofty hills, called the 
Big Berry llI()llutaillS 1']'1),,:.:es the Ca:.;, <lp"llia, Xurthwanl from this rallga a 
trad of coml':lI'<ltiYely le,'el country extends for "i2,':lt or ten mile~, forming' 
a laJ'ge inl::llJ pbtt':ln, ,,,hi,'h is well defin"d 1<,1' elany miles, both t.) the 
"asl and \\"e.;t, and pl'Obabl:>' stn'kit,·:.; from tlw \'icinity of Ial;:., :'L1tap~dia 

to U:t.~pL· n'l,;ln, It \\,:1" tr,l\"'r'~"(l for a di,~t,IIl"I~ of t'orty-fi\-e mil,'s 0:1 the 
lakp brandl of the l'a:.;"apedia, and app,'aJ'>.'ll to ,~x:klld mUGh further :lS no 
island \\"(lS n,.,il)!o, in that dir,'dion, while, to toe east, it Cl'o;;~,'~ th ~ h~ad
waters 01' tlil' Little Ca:.:"ap,·di'l in the yiGinity of lake ~t. Ann.', This 
plab·au_may I ... ,.,(a!l'd to contain from 1,:2nn to l,;'jOO slluare, miles \yith an 
eleyation on'r a !.!T"at part of thll area of .jll') to 400 feet. Should e.ll'iy lrost 
not be pre\'alent, ih Y:llne, fron all agriniltural point of,-iew, i,., \'ery ~rL':lt 
since the soil is generally of excellpllt quality, aId the ltr2,'a arC'l'" of spl'llca 
and alder ~\\' lmi)", it' ..J"tr,'(l, would t'nrnish exten'Si\'.) 2,'l':L~~ lands, The 
first white frl)~t. "-\"lil'h, ho\y,_'\'cr, wao; slight, \\,,18 noted l)y 113 on t~l~ l:~th 
of August. 

The Yall"ys of the Shickshock ranga and of the scyeral streams slHveY"ll 
in this direction contain a large amount of "aIuable timber which is as ·yd 
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unaffect,'d by disease and will p1'oye a sou1','e of re,enue /'<)1' many years, 
Should it p,'er be in contemplation to comtrud a lilH' of rail \\'.1 ~- from the 
Intercolonial to Gaspe Basin, the route along this plat,~an wonld ,'ertainly 
be the shortest and easiest, sin,'e th,' country is comp;lratiYely l,',-el, while 
by cros:-;illg' the heads of the s~yeral streams the expell~i\'t) b;i,l;..!·",,,; that 
would be necessary 011 the shore line would ],,' a\'oided. It w,'lll,\ abo 
open up a large tract of at pl'l's,'nt illa,·,~essible countr\,. Th· kw.!·th fro:n 
the Intercolonial to Gaspe by t his route would not be much 1I11J!',! than 1 ',Ii 
miles. Bl'tween the lake branch of the Oascapedia and the 1::\\' des ('halenrs. 
the country is not well aJapted for sdtlem(~nt. 

Near tho rear of the town'ihips of :.Itria and ~e\\'-Riclll11<mu, the snr
facebecomes exc~ledillgly broken and rn~'ged and show..; a :-;n ··t's..;ioll of 
hills and ridges from t)1I0 to LillO feet high. The :-;tretch of tabl,·,hlld in tho 
vicinity of the Nouyelle river, l't,j'PlTPd to in the report for 1:-:" 1, 8,'iclently 
doe& not reach this ri,'er, as th" r;\llges are int,'rsected hy- d",'!' ~'()r~,':-;, and 
from the reports of those ,,,hI) ha" ~ trnxE'rsed this area compar:di\''']Y little 
leyelland exists. In the nei~hhorhood of the Square Fork, whil'11 is a lal~'" 
tributary from the west, at thirty'eight milt's from the month, ill" .'ic'·Il,'ry 
becomes particularly wild, the Little and Big Berry- mountaills hayin~ 
peaks UiOU to 2,000 fl:'et high. From the summit of t h<:'~0 monu tains ~\ 

magnificent panoramic "iew of tile Shickshocks is obtain.·d, snrpassinc;' in 
grandeur the mountain scellen' of any other portion of Ea,;tl'rn ('llla,b In 
the foreground the immense maf'S of tlw Barnshap"d mountain towers 
in a double· headed peak to a height of 3,+00 f",·t. It marks th~ northern 
limits of the inland plateau, and in its rear arl' tlll' minor C;T:llliti\: peaks 
about tht' head of the St. Anile ri,'er aud lab·. In the back·gronnJ the lon~
serratl.'d ridge of the ~otr\·-lJa[ll<· mountuills, terminated east\\'clnl by th,' 
huge b.ulk of Mount Alb?rt, aud containing among a hlllhlred others the 
immense masses of Mounts L()~all, Bayfi"ld and ::\Iata\\',·,·s, :-;tr<'t,:hes west
ward beyond the limits of "isioll. Further ('astward the tran'rsr' rallC;',! of 
Table-top mountain, with pe<lks but little short of -l.OOO f,~et, "nts appa
rently right across the strike of all the others, while from the approximat<!iy 
level plain at our feet rise seyeral cone-shaped massl's, \\'hieh hy their ont
lines indicate their probable igneous origin. 

East of the Oascapedia the country is much lpss rugged. On the Little 
Cascapedia, Bonaventure, Port Daniel and Pabo::: ri ,'ers larc;'\' areas and 
extensi,'e fiats can be found, apparently suited for cuitiyation. Between 
the inland plateau, preyiously noted, :md the foot of the Shickshock range, 
a second tract of apparently good land, formed from calcareous and slaty 
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rock, is :-el·11. This also has a considerable extt'nt, both east and west. It has 
an average ('levation of 1,000 feet. Much of it is well-wooded. especially 
with spruce, the forests of which are continuous as far as the eye can 
rea(:h. 

The country along the lake branch of the Cascapedia and its two tribu
taries, Lake inlet and Miner's brook, is, for the most part, comparatively low, 
and broken hy a few ridQ">:'; and scattered ele\-ations. Of these, the most 
marked is the' We::;t"rll pI~olongatioll of the Derry mountains, which extends 
for somt' thirty-fhe or forty miles, dividlllg in their upper part, the waters 
of the Lake inlet and the l'Iiner's brook. Of the "ot1l1try to the south of this 
range we eannot speak from personal observation, but from the reports of 
hunters, there seems to be another area of low land of considerable extent. 
The sluggish character of the Lake inlet, and the fact that the Square Fork 
of the Uasl'apedia, and the NOUl-elle rin'r take their rise here in large lakes, 
tends to confirm this \'iew. 

(R. - TV. Ells ISS:?) 

(H..'LF SHORE. CAP ellA. T AND CASt 'APEDIA RIVERS. 

The coast country between Cape Rosier and Cape Chat is of a moun
tainous character; the ridges in regular succession run in towards the 
interior at a yery small angle with the trend of the shore, and, with the 
exception of nine miles betwel'n th,' first mentioned point and L'Anse a 
Grifton, the hills in general come close upon a rocky and precipitous 
margin, lea\'ing \"ery little space for settlement beyond the narrow flats at 
the mouths of the principal streams that ue:Sl'c'lld from the highlands to the 
St. Lawrence. 

These are in general occupied by fishing establishments of more or 
less importance, and among the principal are those of the Great and Little 
Fox riYt'rs, and those of the Magdalen, the }Iont·Loui::;, the st. Anne and 
the Chat. On the chief part of these fiats, tht>re is not much room for agri
cultnrallabor, and tht' inhabitants, wholly eUO'aO'ed in fishinO' depend for 
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their supplies on importations from Quebec, which appear to find their 
way by Gatpe and Cape Rosier; and provisions become dearer, the closer 
we approach Quebec up to Cape Chat. 

Reaching the Ste. Anne river, the land immediately on the st. La wrence 
assumes a less rugged aspect than lower down. There, as well as 011 the 
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Chat, some few signs of cultivation make their appearance, and a small 
amount of arable land existing in the vicinity ,,,ould permit its further 
extension. 

The Magdalen, the Mont-Louis and the St. Anne present th .. only 
harbors along the coast. That of the Magdalen is the safest to lie in; and, 
if it were not for a sand bar in front, there \vould be \\';lter enough for 
larger yessels than the l'laSS of schooners freqnenting it, That of Mont
Louis gi"es good sheltfr to small coasters; w hill' that of t he Nt. Anue, 
though possessed of deeper water than the others, is difficult of ing'rc'i'i,., and 
egress, there being a dangerous rol'k just at the ent raw'l', Large Yl'ssels are 
occasionally built there, amI one of :l-!O tons burden was on the stocks whl'n 
we yisited the place; but mch a n~ssel could not be fully loaded in the 
harbor, there being only twelYe feet of water on the bar ill sprin~'-tides, 

The Chat affords no sheltl'r for YeBs"l:-; of' any description, (In the Oape 
there stands a l'onical hill :;I;(j leet high, and, ;,hout three mill'S lower down, 
the stream joins the St. Lawrencl~ in the bighl of a shallow bay l'UIl11(1",1 to 
the eastward by a low point, which is co\"er .. d with sand aho,'e high-water 
mark, but juts out into a ledge of'rocks laid bare for seYeral hundred yards 
at the ebb of the tide. A current wieh comes ohliquely across the St. 
Lawrence from the opposite side, at a constaut rate of' Ol1e to t \YO knots an 
hom, and makes upon the shore, renders this point and the ,,,hole yicinity 
dangerous to navigation; and the hull of a fine transport called the 
Premier, cast aW,lY the previous autumn, on a homeward YU)";1g'e with a 
large number of troops, and lyiilQ' on the l'l'l'l', after h:winQ' b""11 once raisl'cl 
in the spring and again stranded during a 11l'aq" g;de ,yhil'h u",'urrecl while 
we were on the spot, afforded a Ill,·hllcholy proof or the p'rils of the coast 
and the insecurity of the l);,~', 

At the month of the Chat tlh'rl' is a small lag'oon, dn" at low water, 
'which is sepa1'ate(l from the bay by a narrow barrier of clay, sand and 
gravel, and from this, looking across the lagoon up the "alll,), of the stream, 
we had a striking "iew of the m~est.ic mountains of Notn,' Dame, which 
reared their lofty heads to the south and whidl it was nnr int,:ntion to 
pa5S on a line of exploration to the Bfl)" des Chaleur:; as near t) a :-;traight Olll~ 
across the strike of the stratification a:-; l'ircntl1,;talln~s would permi t. 

The accuracy attainable by a careful nSl' of Ih('<;(' means is perceptible 
in the result of our admeasurements across from the SL L:twrence riYer to 
the Bay des Chalenrs, after haying been mapped on the scale of an inch to a 
mile, We dialled the riYer Chat, and, having by means of bearings fixed the 

46 
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peak of a mountain towering 2,669 feet close over its left b],nk, from t~L~ 
snmmit of this and the summit of one of the peaks fixed by means of our 
base line on the shore of the St. La"rrence, and visible from the oth~r, we 
triangulated a conical peak seventeen miles forward, on a stream flowing 
into the Rly des Chaleurs.Walking across to this mountain,througb the forest, 
we again took to water and dialled our way to the bay. The whole distalw~, 
following the windings of our course, is upw,uds of one hundred and eleven 
miles; but in a straight line, according to our map, it is seventy-four miles 
and sixty chainl5 The same line as determ;ned by the latitudes and longi
tudes of its extremes, taken fwm Bayfield's accurate charts, is sevtmty-four 
miles seventy-nine chains, and as shewn by Deputy Surveyor-General 
Bouchette's III'", map, about to be published, it is se,Tenty-five miles ten 
chains. The bt'aring of the line so nearly coincides in all the three that the 
difference is scarcely perceptible. 

The dil5tance measured on the Chat, before it became necessary to 
abandon our ('an02S, was thirty-two miles and a half, following its curves, 
and twenty-fiye miles and three-quarters, taking the general course of the 
valley. This '''Hried us clear across the range of Notre-Dame which rises up 
at a distance of twelve miles in a dired line from the margin of the 8t. 
Lawrence, and occupies a breadth of six more. The stream clea'Ves these 
mountains to their very base, and, at the point where we left it, the height 
of its bed above the level of the sea, we found to be E,si feet, after ascending 
two small falls in the mountain gorge. one of ten feet and the other of sixty, 
gi,ing a slope of eighteen feet in a mile for the water, and tweniy-three 
feet ill a mile for the \'alley of the strt'a'l1. The breadth of the Chat at our 
last station on it \Va'; bet\\"~"ll fifty and sixty feet. while at the mouth it 
was about one hnlldred and fifty i't'et. Its course between these two points, 
without attendillg to minor cnn"es, in a du,YnW~l1'd direction, is as follows, 
the bearing' b"ing magnetic, and th3 "ariation 2:2" 30' west. 

At eyery elbow made by these conrsl'S, with the exception of the last 
three which are through soft ground, a tributary 01 more or less consequence 
joins the' stream; but the farthest soarces of the ri ,"er take rise in a fiat 
ridge about three or four miles south of the Notre Dame mountains, which 
is much lower land, and constitutes the watershed bet ween the ~t. 
Lawrence and the Bay tIt's Chaleurs, over an extent probably ranging, b:>th to 
the east and to the wel5t, far beyond the Chat, \Y hich does not embrace more 
than t\'\'elve to fourteen miles of it. The waters of these sources are brouO'ht o 
to the mouth of the deep mountain gorge by three main streams, all 
meeting at a point just there; two of which running in exactly the same 
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line, but in oppusite directions, are in I he strike of the strati fication and 
mark the boundary of the Notre-Dame formation, while the third makes a 
partial section nearly at right angles to the others, across the strata which 
je upon those rocks to the south. 

The w hole area watered by the Chat may not exceed three hundred 
square miles. Nearly one half of this lies to the south of the great moun
tains, or alllollg them. These send their tribute chiefly through two deep 
longitudinal valleys, immediately opposite to one another, in the strike of 
the range, which extends about six miles on each side of the gorge, and, 
emptying into it, are terminated by two master summit~ at their extr.>mities, 
thirteen miles in a straight line as under, while severpl transverse yalleys 
assist the others in can~ing the mountain mass into a considerable number 
of lower but important tops. 

Both the principa,l summits we visited. In ascending the past ward one, 
which stands enctly opposite to the lower part of the nlley of' the Chat, 
and seems to terminate it, looking from the St. Lawrence, we clambered up 
the north side of the range, which presents a face whose slope cannot be 
much under 40° for 3,000 feet; and we found that, before the horizon was 
clear over the lower ridges between us and the great river, we had attained 
the elevation of 1,753 feet above its surface. The higest spring of water we 
could disco\'er, which ,vas an abundant one of excellent drinkable quality, 
coming from the strata at the upper base of the peak, was 3,544 feet up. 
The summit peak itself, a bare pointed rock, was 3,768 feet, while the 
broad flat top of another mountain summit, two miles to the westward, 
which went among us by the name ot Mattawees (the Micmac word for a 
porcupine) from our having killed one of these animals as W~ scaled its 
side, and on which we rested the first night of our ascant, having reached 
it by mistake, was 3,365 feet. A deep ravine separated mount M {tawees 
from the main peak, and another one severed it from a dome-shaped top 
nearly its own height, about a mile and a half to the westward, between 
which and the gorge of the Ohat stood another giganti'3 boss. 

The main summit to the westward of the Chat, to which we gan the 
name of Bayfield mountain, in honor of Oaptain Bayfield, who on one of 
his charts has indicated its position, we ascertained to be 3,471 feet, after 
haYing reached it bV a very steep and fatiguing ascent from the gorge to a 
precipitous mon'ntain knob, 2,669 feet high, which acquired the title of the 
Old Man, from the existence of an erect stone on a step at his edge, in the 
position of one watching what might be passing below, and a journey 
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a](lIlQ' thp ridgf' of a tril·h'-~opp('d hill 0\(']' 3.n(Jn feet high, separated from 
MCll1l11 H:lyfivld ]JY 1\yo }a,ines. 81H1 an interposed mountain of more 
moderat.· ~ll'Y;l!ion·. All these h.·iQhts. gin'n betwel'n the two pxtreme 
f.11mll its, a](' the lillI,s of a elwin stallCling Oll the north side of the longitu
dinal ndll ys which haye ])('('n mentiomd, and, while they constitute the 
m(:--t l·ll Yfli. d '('llal.cllidQ". nOlll:' of thlln ar'~ much more than a mile from 
tlH' 11.>11111111 kH' of llw "hole h.,lt. The fiYI' miles, which c()mpose the 
n lllnil](ll'r (lj its Lnndth, },]('''(,liI ~ummit" of Blell'l' moderate height, and. 
011.' of tIll' 1ll(,'1 l,leYall'd of these, which stands ('onspicnously protruded 
illl .. t1w P01!-'.' (II its I ;Isl sidl" and wns named the South mountain. we 
fou11d t .. 1,., :: .. 1]::: j.'d The 'W hole of thesp, as ""p1l as the northern ('1"1'sl, are 
afJlllpt (Ill tIll' llorth "ielp, and in general more slnping on the south, in the 
p](l;;hle din·. li011 oj the dip of the strata; and these, ,11' indicated by the 
ll'~~:.', hnye n stl ikt, whi.h in thi" part of th" rallQl' may be considered E. 

N'. E and W. ~. ,r. magnetic 

Fll111 IlII' highest bUn,l1lit \ye yisited, lhp panorama di:-played 'was of 
tIll' gl ,1l1dl'sl d\'~II ipti(ln. In the 1}(ITthell1 hnlf of the cirele, the waters of 
ilw Sf. L.W](ll(e, dotted wilh its ships and fishing hoats, spread out to 
tlll' I ight and 1\, tb" ldt ns far ns the eye .·ould rench. On its northern 
,ho)'l', i11 lmediat,'ly in hont, unaided 'd~ion could plnitily distinguish th3 
li!.!ldhollEe oi' Ihe Pointe' dps Monts, some fifty miles off, from which the 
gl :1llit(' lli118 I i:--illg' immediately behiud it in the interior gradually sank 
l.vlo,," the horizon :18 they l".·I'dl'd from u;;;, following them down the 
,'xj'nllc1illp !.!njl', to a point wlwre we thought we could discern the 
!:-.];,llc1 (,1' J\ldil(,sti, one lnlllc1rpc1 mil." rI\yny, ill tlw wist of the distance, 
,\\·hil.· :II our k..t "I'll' :nrangl(l ill p3lal1d lines the )'ill!.!,·I'-" fmd ,'nlleys of 
111l' ).,\\'\)' la]](l 1 ... 1\\'I'l']] us nnd the riy(,)'. To tIll' .·:n.tward a confusion of 
mCltllll;lill." nnd ],lyilll'S ],,·j011.QIll!.!.· 10 Notrl'·J)all1l' ranQ'" filled up se,"eral 
ell ~]l'es of the .. ir..],'. and OBe summit ",hidl ('xhibited -a pakh of snow, we 
1'l11'Posed might he highc), thnll thl' point we stood upon. \lanyof the peaks 
'\('] p hare, alld :1S Ih, Y retired one hehind al1othl:'r and oC'"tlpietl a smaller 
flllgll'in tIl,..' lll'r~pl,.·tiH" it becaml' difficult to distill~uish those or the 
Notre-Damf' from sw·h as nppertainl'c1 to other ral1!~·\'8. Turning southward, 
a sea of paralh·l undulatillg' ridgl>s occupied the l'idnre, the more distant of 
which IH' I'C,Il, ('iYed might pn'sent a table land, with a re'\\' marked' poiuts 
li.'ill~' in conI'" and donlt's; and th]'otl!.!.h unl> gap, which l)]"obably was 
the ,"nlle)' of some i"onth-flo,\ying riYer, we distinguish(ed n faint blue hori. 
zontnlline, which \YI~ rancied might he in New·Brunswick. Prominent 
points became still fewer, yeering westward, until the horizon was again 



interrupted in that direction hy a well defined outline of a not very dii:tant 
part of the range from which we looked. 

The highest summits within our yiew w~re generally bare rocks. 
Those next in the scale were cro\'\'nE'll with ,;;turdy d warfspruce trees, many 
of them not fiye feet high, but springing up so clos,' together that th,·ir 
branches interlockIng rendered i: very difficult to m'lke way among' them. 
On those still lower, sprnCe 1)('l"a111e mingled", ith whitt· birch, and the size 
of the trees gradually aug'mellted in proportion to thl' d'!l'rease of eJenttion. 
One feature in the wg<:tation high up in the hill:,;, that struck us rort'il,ly 
and gaye us much satisfaction after confinement in the fUI'\·"t below, was 
the great ext('nt of open glad., that appeared on all sides but lhe north. 
Wide slopes on the enst, the south, and the west, W,-'1't' carpeted with the 
most luxuriant growth and abundant f;lw"iJic' din'r"ity of ferns. froUl whi .. h 
clumps of spru\'l' or of white birch, or 0" both mingled, started up hl']'" and 
then" giying the hills occasionally almost the charader 01' park :-;''1'II''ry, as 
if art had arranged tlll' distribution with a yiew to orllamellt, and "Hen 
prod ul'illg, in corn biuation with peaks, ra dup:,;, and a dif'tall t horizoll, 
a landscnpe of a nry pleasing description. 

On the hills on the banks of the Chat and in the low grounds, the 
Omber consists chiefly of spruce of good size balsam-fir, white cedar, and 
white birch, with occasional poplars in \Yet places, and a frequent fring-e of 
alders on the margin. Maple is scarce: we saw only one grove of a size 
fit for sugar trees, and this was at the north base of the Mattawees moun
tain, ,yhere we commenced our ascent. 'White pinE'S were not wantill!,!.·, 
though not oyer abundant, and it was eyident to us that the lumberer's 
axe had never tried its edge upon them. Ascending the stream w,' :,;n \V 

trees enough close upon the water to fUl'llish a gn,j(j stout ('argo without 
any haulage, and in the space of a mile hack from it in one plal'e wt're 
countEd t welye gocd long-stemmed trees, measuring from nine to ten feet 
round at .£lye feet frem the ground, and thirteen trees of the same size in 

another. 

The I'-mall number of rapids and cascades in the Chat would render it 
an excellent stream for drivil)g lumber, and if there 'Yen' a good port in 
its Yicinity, what with pine for Equare tim],c'r, spruce for saw logs, and 
white cedar for shil)gles and lathwood, a ft·,,, cargu.::-; might be got out 
profitably. 

The soil of the Chat above its mouth i~ ofa light description, consi:,;ting 
of 8and and gravel; but I greatly doubt whether the) e is much soil at all on 
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the hill tops and sides. The low parts such as the meadows on the brooks 
might perhap!:i yield some fair grass land if deared; but the valley is 
nanow, and the quantity of this can be but small. 

Ahandoninrr our canoes on the Chat, the general course of our pedes-o 
irian jouru, y through the fore~t across the watershed bet"ween the St. Law-
rence and the Bay de:;; Chaleurs to the conical mountain fixed hy triangula
tion from N otre-Dame range, "was abou t :-l, -10 E. The dif'tance in a straight 
linl' was about tweh-e miles and a half, but the deyiations of our route 
increased it to thirteen miles and three-quarters. The position of interme
diate statiom \\,1' determined by counting our paces, making allowance for 
minute zig-z~l~s and disturbing obstructions as they occurred, and check
i)l~' our (all ulation" by bearings and angles on the peaks from whi,h we 
were recedillg', takell from the summits of high trees whereyer the slope of 
the ~Tolmd fayored us with an opportunity. 

'Ih,!:-(~ :-n, ... efoi~i\',' points "were regularly wrapped, and we were thus 
always prepared to indicate thl' direction to be taken, trusting to the saga
city of our Iudian:; 10 kepp a straight line after the course had been given 
them. Dy this means we came with precision upon our conical mountain, 
though we did not get a sight of it until within a couple of miles of its 
base, and we were rather surprised to find with how much accuracy our 
paces had measured the distance. 

After risill!:!' in the sp,1I'e of a mile to the brow of the slope bounding 
the Chat, which \V,' found to be 1,20-1 feet abo\'e the level of the St Law
rence, the surfacL' o,-er which Wl' trayelled up to the diyiding' line of the 
"atl']';; had a ypry g,'ntle <lfoicellt of about eighty feet in a mile in the direc
tion taken, which would produce about one hundred and twenty-five feet 
in a mile at right all ~des to the run of the ridg~. 

The chief inequalities of th~ ground resulted from a few sudden narrow 
gullies of 100 to 150 feet deep, constitutillg' water courses, of which those 
in the first hal f of the distance belonged to the St. La ,vrence and those in the 
other to thl-' Bay des Chalenrs, The barometrical heights determined as we 
proceeded wel'l~ 1,26! feet; 1, 1 ~1-1 reet 011 the edg-\> of a water course; 1,500 feet 
on the top of a sloping "tep, beyond which we saw no more of the northern 
streams; 1,707 the sum:l;lt level; 1,1330 feet on the marrrin of the first stream ,., 
flowing southward; 1,1308 feet, and finally 1,167 feet on a brook at the 
northern base of the conical mountain, after a .sudden descent of about 200 
feet. The height of the apex of this mountain, which consists of trap, we 
fonnd to be 1910 feet, and from it we had an opportunity of verifying the 
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angles upon it from the peaks of Notre-Dame. It gaye us also a sight of a 
considerable stream flowing from the westward, which we had been 
approaching, and now beheld at its western base and which we rightly 
supposed to be the Great Cascapedia, Round the eastern base of the conical 
mountain, our descent to the banks of the Casl·ap,·Llia, through a deep and 
narrow ravine, was rapid, and on atbilling its margin, at a distant'e of two 
miles and three furlongs, ill a general course of~, :;1)" 'Y. from the summit, 
we found that ,ye stood at the height of 051 feet over the wat,·!, of the St. 
Lawrence. 

On the surface between the Chat and the Casc-ap"llia, there appeared 
to us to be eYidences of a wry thin soil. We sa,Y the solid strata indeed 
only in two places; but wherever WI' met with a tree blown onr by the 
wind, its uptorn roots were almost certain to expose a mass of small angular 
fragment~ (often containing fossils) ht'longing to the rock which must have 
bet'11 close bt'iow, and it seemed to me prohable that to this want of depth 
rather than to the chemical quality of the comtituents that would have 
been deriyed flOm a more "omplete desintegration of the rock which was 
at the same time calcareous, silicious and aluminous, was to be attributed the 
presence of on I y those species of trees which are in general considered no 
great mark of aptitude for agricultural improyement. The ruins of this 
rock may yield a more promising growth of timber in other parts, but on 
our line we saw enly white spruce, balsam-fir, and a few white birch; and 
it was very perceptible that the two former species were frequently arranged 
in broad parallel belts, partaking of a north and south direction, nearly 
monopolized sometimes by the one and sometimes hy the other. The fir 
gave us open woods and easy walking, \\' hile the spruce ~'l'O\'es were '-cry 
tangled and difficult to penetrate. 

Arri,-ed on the banks of the Cascapedia, our Indians in three days 
constructed three canoes of spruce bark, capable of holding two persons 
each, and dismissing two of our men who were desirous of returning- to the 
S1. Lawrence, supplying them at the same time with a suitable quantity of 
provisions, we floated down the stream, dialling its course to the mouth. 
The whole distance, following all the winding'S of the ri,-er, was sixty-five 
miles and a quarter: but, pursuing ollly the main grand curyes, we first 
made two miles and a half in a course a little to the east of south; then 
eleven miles in a curve rather to the south of east, passing three Plineipal 
tributaries in a valley of red sandstone; our course then became nearly 
south, and in this direction three grand sinuous sweeps carried us in about 

thirty-eight miles to salt water. Where the river turned south, we had 
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a,g'ain and for the last time an opportunity of obt~ining bearings on the 
peaks of Notre·Dame from the naked top of a hill 1,-1:35 feet above the St. 
Lawrence, yielding so great an abundance of blueberries and low-bush 
<'Jan berries that we were induced to give it the name of Berry hill. 
The stream at its base was 440 feet high. 

Down to this turn in the stream we did not obsen-e much change in 
the character of the timber, which still continued to consist of white spruce, 
balsam-fir, and white birch, with cedar in moist places: but further on r 
wi th these species of trees became mixed a predominating proportion of 
black birch and some pine; but the frequent lumber landings, as they are 
called, both old and new which met th,> eye, pointed out that the enter
prise of commerce had thinned and was continuing to thin down the last 
yery fast. Towards the mouth of the Caseapedia, maple exists in some 
abundance, and elm and ash are se n in a few places, particularly 011 a 
number of large fine [llluvial, but still unculti,'atl'd islands, which there 
divide the ri\"('r into seyeral channels. 

(W-E. Logan, 1st May, ] :3-15,) 

On arriying at St. Anne des Monts it was found impossible to ascenQ 
the riYer on account of the freshet caused hy the melting snow on the 
mountains, and it was not until the ~Oth that the ri,'er was at all navigable 
with canoes. 

'While ,\'aitill~', a carefully measured base line, nearly two miles ICing, 
was run on a bluff distant about one-q uarter of a mile from the shore. This 
\Va" conneded with the mouth of the ri,'er by a chained sUlTey and its 
position fixed. From this base line three prominent peaks in the Shick
shock range, distant about eleven mill'S, were accurately determined. 

Haying engaged four men with two canoes, we left st. Anne des 
Monls on the :;Oth, and reached the forks of the ri,'er. distant about thirty
two miles. three days later. Here the geological work of the season com
mellced, as the rin:n- had been explor~d and a micrometer survey made to 
this poillt by l\Ir, Murray, in 18-113. His description if, as follows :-" The 
total measured distance up the Ste. Anne river was rather less than thirty
hyo miles. The first gelleral course from its mouth ,,,as S. 50 W. [Mag.] .. 
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for a distance of thirteen miles 66 chains (10 miles 30 chains straight), 
when it reached the base of the Notre-Dame, or Shickshock mountains; 
then S, 700 E. 10 miles eight chains (8 miles -to chains straight), falling 
very rapidly along the northern base of the range. At the end of this dis
tance it is joi,ned by a branch from the north called Marten river, and then 
turning, S, 43 0 [Mag.] E. it bears that course for 7 miles and 58 chains (6 
miles straight) tu the end of the measured distaIH'c" where it splits into two 
streams of about equal size." 

Three days were spent collecting specimens of rocks and plants ill the 
neighborhood, while the men were employed bringing up provisions to 
a store camp established at the forks. 

Lea iug the forks on June :27th, a micrometer SlUyey of the south or 
main branch was made as far as lake St. Anne. This distance was 
accomplished in three days, including a portage of upwards of one mile, past 
the falls, which occur about half a mile aboyE' the forks, and are about 60 
feet high. The riYer here breaks through the east flank of Mount Alberb 
and below the fall passes through a deep and beautiful canon olle quarter of 
a mile long, with perpendicular walls rising to more than :21)1) feet above 
the riYer. In places it is not more than six feet wide, but very deep, and 
above the falls so rapid that it cannot be ascended except at high water, 
and then only with great difficulty. 

Sewn miles aboye the forks, in the distance of half a mile, there are 
five small falls from two to seven feet high, causEd by ledges of granite 
which here cross the river. These had to be passed by fhe portag'l's, causing 
much delay. 

From here to the lake, about three miles distant, the river passes 
through a fiat country, and has yery little fall, but is obstructed by timber 
jams and is very crooked. The total distance from the forks to the lake is 
10 miles 67 chains (9 miles 52 chains straight), the general bearing S. 15° E. 

As the forks are 709 feet aboye sea le\'e1, and lake St. Anne is 1,313, 
there is a difference of 604 feet, which gives the riYer an average fall of 
nearly sixty feet per mile between the two places. 

The river for the first four miles of its upward course passes through a 
deep valley formed in the Shickshock mountains, which rise from its bed 
on either side into peaks yarying from twelve to fifteen hundred feet in 
height. Haying passed through the range, the country becomes compara
tively fiat, with small hills bordering the river. These rise two or three 
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hundred feet, and among them are a few isolated granite peaks, which rise 
to a height of more than 1,400 feet. This region iii a continuation of the 
Deyonian table-land which extends from near lake Matapedia, along the 
south side of the Shickshock range to lake St. Anne and to the Magdalen 
and York rin'rs. forming an almost leyel tract of country from the Interco
lonial railway, near lake Metapedia, to Gaspe Basin, more suitable for a 
branch lill!' of rail,,-ay to (hspe than the route by way of the coast from 
~letapi'dia station. 

On an'ount of its elention, this table-land is of little or no importance 
for agricultural purposes, summer frosts being frequent. The timber growing' 
on it is of small ~iz~ and apparently stunted, and consists principally of 
white and black spruce, balsam· fir, and white birch, cedar not being found 
above the frtlls of the St. Anne. 

Lake :'t. Anne, three miles lOIl~' and rarely more than a quarter wide, 
gelleral course ~. E., is divided in to two portions by a shallow strait about 
one hundred yards long by fifty wide. The lake i'3 yery deep, a forty yards 
lille failing to touch bottom in the middJe of the large portion. On the east 
and west side of the lake granite peaks rise to heights of from 1,200 to 1,500 
feet aboyc its level, while to the N. E. and S. 'V. low ranges of hills not 
more than 500 feet high are seen. These hills are composed of De\"onian 
sandstone, as are also the lower Hanks of the granite peaks. The granite has 
burst up through the sandstones and is part of the mass of Table-top moun
tain to the north. 

H;lyin!,!' "I)mpleted the ~nl'Yey of the lake and explored a portage to the 
headwater:> of the \\'l'~t branch of the Little Cascapedia ri\-er, which passes 
about three mill'S south of the lake, we returned to the forks on July 4th. 
The next day \Ye as':,'nded Mouut Albert. Its summit is about 3.0011 feet 
aboyc the bed of the ri \'er and one mile aud a-half distant. 

Here a camp was formpd, and two weeks were speut on the flat top of 
the mountain, running a base line three and a quarter miles long. From 
this line we were enabled to triangulatc 1.'):3 peaks, in the surrounding' 
ranges. Geological innstigations were carried on at the same time, and 
sectious made along three brooks, which rise on the mountain and flow 
into the ~t. Auue. 

The top of :'lount Albert is nearly flat and is rent by a deep gorge on 
the east side, which, near its head, splits iuto se\Teral smaller ones. The 
sides of these gorges are quite destitute of n>getation and the bare serpen-
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tine rocks are weathered to a light buff color. On the top of the mountain 
blo~ks of serpentine are scattered, and are partially conred by a thick 

. growth of mosses and lichens. Sheltered pla"es are occupied by a stunted 
growth of black spruce (Abies nigra), which rarely attains a height of ten 
feet. The branehes interlace near the ground and form an impenetrable 
thicket. The whole surface has a dead appearance, and rl'lllinds one of the 
pictures of the moon. The top of the mountain has a gentle slope from 
S. W. and N. E. towards the centre, and the base lint' was run from the 
flag-staff point on the N. E. to an elented point on the southern side, the 
course being S. 28° W. From the north-east end of the base line, ,y here 
the accompanying sketch WI1S made, a fine yiew of the surrounding country 
was obtained. 

Commencing from the west, all the important peaks of the Shickshock 
range are seen stretching to beyond the Maiane rinr. X orth of this the 
lower hills of the Cambrian rocks run in a series of ridges parallel to the 
C03~t lind are cut by the yalleys of the Cape Chat and St. A nne riYers. 
Beyond is the Gulf dotted ,yi th passing ships, and 011 the horizon the 
mountains of the North Shore are seen, the whole forming a grand and 
beautiful picture. 

As ,ye turn east the mountains of the coast become higher, often 
rising into peaks haying an altitude almost equal to those of t!J.e Shick
shocks, and shut out the yiew of the Gulf. Further to the ~. E. we see the 
northern part of the great granitic mountain called Tabletop mountain by 
Mr. Richardson. 

This mountain, with its se,reral peaks (a t',>\Y of which are higher than 
Mount Albert), fills up the whole eastern horizoll. It rises ahruptly 
more than 2,000 feet abo,-e the surrounding country, which undulah's from 
the Yalley of the St. "-1nne to its base. The higher parts and sides of the 
mountain are bare, trees being unable to grow in such exposed places. 

To the south-east is seen the ,raUey of the St. Anne, with the lake St. 
Anne in the t:listance, looking like a streak of silnr; surrounding it are 
bare granite peaks. To the south, the great table-land, already men tioned, 
stretchei!' along the base of the Shickshocks, hroken ollly hy a few granite 
peaks, while, in the distanct', the De,"onian mountaills are seen in a 
number of parallel ranges, cut by deep transwrse valleys, through which 
flow the branches of the Cascapedia rin!". 

Having finished the work on the mountain, and made a collection 
()f Alpine plants, we descended to the forks on July :20th. 



~1e"srs. Porter alid Hamilton remained to make paced surveys a;ollg 
the seYeral small brooks on the north side of the river, and two men were 
sent to cut a road to the summit of Table·top mountain, about eight miles 
distant, \"hile I descended the riYer to St. Anne des Monts to procure a 
fresh supply of pro\-i,..ions and compare my barometPl' with that of ~Ir.~ 
Vibert, who kindly kept reading three times a day during the entire sum· 
mer, thus enabling me to fix the heig·ht.'i of all the peaks ascended during 
the season. 

On account of a freshet, I \\"<1:" unable to return to the forks until the 
:27th. The men had then completed the road, and we started for Tal)l~·lop 
mountain, but did not reach the top till next day, being unable to tra\·el 
fast from the poor condition of the path and the heavy packs carried. 
Table·top monntain is about fifteen miles from 110rth to south, with an 
ayerage breadth of three miles. The surLtl'c is uneven, and numerous p~ak~, 
often rising [n-,! hundred feet abo\'e the g'cnerallevel, are found around its 
edges, while the centre is an undulatin~' plain dotted with many lak,~s (as 
many as t \\"1'1\ t y·"ix were cou nted from olle poin t) \'aryi ng from one to oue 
hundred (lI'I'l'S in extent. The central area is about 3,000 feet abJve th; sea 
level, hut several of the peaks are highl~r that ~1onllt Alb)rt. Richlrdsou's 
peak (3,71)11 f~et) is the highest. This mountain pre3tmts a marked CO!ltt'ilSt 
to :'1ount Albert. The peaks Oil its margin form a b:lsin of the central part_ 
in which, protected from the severity of the weather, black spruce gI'O\\-, to 
a height of thirty feet, many trees being a foot in diameter; these are clns
tered together \yith open glades between, co,-ered with a rich growth, 
of Alpine timothy and ferns. The min~'l,'d colors of the dark sprnl~e, the 
light gra~sl''', the blue lakes, and the pink, bare, gmnite peaks form a 
pleasing picture. Brook trout abound ill all the lakes and in th~ hro.)ks 
flowing' out of th·~tlI, \"hile the woods an' alh-e with sprwe p:1l'tridge:;. 

The lakes are armnged in groups, e~1t'h group being drained by 011e 
large brook. East magnetic from the forks of the St. Anne, on the W",3t 

side of the mountain. there are two groups; one of fi\Te to the south, and 
the other of three to the north. The brooks from these, in lea\-inQ' th~ 
mountain, fall directly more than 600 feet, and unite a short distance trom 
its base, joining' the north branch of the ~t. Anne river about two miles 
from the forks. 

Immediately south of these lakes is another group of three, forming the 
head of the middle hranch of the Magdalen, and the north branch rises 
from a group to the east of the last. 
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To the north, H"n>n' 1 lakes empty ilJtO a brook which joins the north 
bHtnth of the 8t. AlllW, a10ut ~jx mile8 from tllt' forks, while further north 
is a blge lflke ltl:d sf'YeJal ElDall (,nes, "hidl form the headwaters of the 

branch itself. 

After haYillg slwnt seyerrtl days examinillg' th(' top of the mountain, 
being greatly delayed by rain, ] started, accompanied IJY MI'. Porter and two 
mell, down the middll' branch of the Magdal(,ll riYel'. A micrometer suney 
was made i1e,m th(· h,k('s at its 11('ad to thl' forks, to connect with the 
HllY,'Y made hy Mr. Richard~on in 1857. 

"-hile we were thus engagEd, Mr. Hamilton l'l'mained on the moun
tain, triangulating' peaks to the east and south. 

From the lak('I", the middle branch 11owl' down a gorg" in the moun
tain for a di~tance of' S('\'l'll miles, the gen('ral com"" heing S. ~I):' E. This 
gOl~" is yery deep and diyidl's the mountaill into two portiolls. Belo,,- the 
gorge the stream tums ('n"t for a distan",' of two mi].." and pa"sl'~ through 
limestone hills not more than 800 feet abow its ley,·1. It then turns N. :.!O" 

E. and 110ws th1'Ough thl\ same dl'scription 01' country for se\'en mill'S, where 
it joins the south branch and hnlf a mile beyond is the junction of the north 
branch where Mr. Richardson's Sl1l'Yey ended. 

Along the first course the timber is I'm:ll1 and stuutc,1. con~istin~' prin
cipally of black spruce, white birch aud balsam-fir. Thnt found along' the 
second course and the upper part of the third i:, "r"ll poorer. ,'ollsistillg' of :l 
thick grv\Ylh of hlack f-.pnll',., f,'w tre('s of \\'hil'h l'x""cd six indh's ill 
diamc>ter. The 10w\'1' half of the third course i:-; ", .. II \\·"olh·d, with yaluable 
timber, mainly whit,· S]'1111'" and whill' birch, mallY filll' trpl'S l'emnillill~' 

although cOllsidcral)l" lumberillg h:1" 1)1"'11 .lOll!' in tlll' Yi"illity. 

This SUrYl')' \",. as rendere r1 y,-,1 y clifficnl t by the rain \\' hich fell steadil y 
for the last three days. It caused a freshet in the ri\T,'r, making' it impossible 
to wack while the woods along' the banks Wl']',' almost impenetrable on 
account of fallen timber. ,Ye I'l'adlf·tl tht: forks ahont 111 a. m ,Angust 4th, 
and, heing without proyisions, immediately shrt"d for the camp on Tahle
top mountain, fifteen miles distant, which \y,~ 1'(';,..]1,,(1 at ~ p. m. After 
resting the next day we d,'sl:t:ndeu to the forks "f tit,· i'3t. Anile 011 tIll' lith. 
Here high watcr detained u-; three days, whell \\'1' prol'c'ellecl down about 
four miles to a large brook which comes in from tIl\' north. From here Mr. 
Porter descended directly to St. Anne des Monts, so that he might dry 
and arrange the specimens of plants collected during the summer. Having' 
spent two days sUl'yeying this <brook, we descended to another which 



734 

enters the St. Anne river from the south about twenty miles frolU its 
mouth. From the head of this brook we endeayored to reach lake C,l',ca
pedia, about three miles distant, but were unable to do so on account of 
the great blow-down of timber which coyers the sides of the mountain as 
far as could he seen. In passing through it I strained my knee so s~ -erely 
that I had great difficulty in again reaehing the St. Ann,~, The next day, 
Aug'ust 19th, ,ye dest'ended ele,-en mile,; to a Luge brook called ri"iere 
Cote. flowing from the' south. My knee being \"ery painful, I left .\Ir. 
Hamilton to slU,-ey the riwr, and descended to St. ATllle des Monts. "\Ir. 
Hamilton haying finished his survey joined us there on t he 18th and left 
with Mr. Porter for Ottawa, on the 22nd They took with them all tha 
specimens collected during the summer and p:ut of the outfit not in use. 

On the 23rd of A ugust I started up the Cape Chat riYer with two men 
and a canoe. Great difficulty was experienced owing to the low state of 
the water, and we were only able to reach a point about twenty-five miles 
from the mouth. This ri,'er has been described by :-lir William Log,m in 
his report for 1.'q.!, 

Dt:)scending the rh-er, we returned to St. Anne des Monts, and left 
there on the 29th to make a traverse across the Gaspe peninsula by way of 
the ~t. AnUt' and Little Cascapedia riyers lYe arri,-ed at the forks on St:)P
tember ht, and a day was spent cutting cedar and puttinga b)ttom on the 
canoe, as the rh-er aboyc the forks was so low that we had to drag the 
canoe the greater part of the way to the lake, which latter we reached on 
the 6th. From thence we made a portage to the west branch of the Little 
Cascapedia riYer, three miles distant. Two days were necessary to clear a 
trail and carry t Ill' canoe and baggage a"ross. 

Irllure we reached that stream. it is only fifteen feet wide and greatly 
obstructed \"jth logs and fallen trees, so much so that four days were o~t'n
pied cuttin!:;' it out and hauling the canoe seyen miles. The ri'-er for this 
distance is wry crooked, with little current. Beyond this, ha,-ing been 
joined by sl'Hral large brooks, it becomes more navigable, attaining a width 
of about fifty feet with a swift current. The fallen trees, ,yhich are swept 
down it, form huge jams at in ten'als of three or four miles. These had to be 
passed by cutting portages and carrying eYerything o,-er them, entailing: 
grt'at loss of time. 

~e\"en mil.es from the l:ortage, the rin'r is joined by a large brook from 
the west, and lllst below thIS passes oyer a fall thirty-fi,'e feet high, at the 
f)ot of ,,,hich it meets a large brook from the east. 
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Below the fall the hills are hig-her, having an eleYation of 800 to 1,000 
feet above the river. The soil along the flats of the Yalley se('ms to be 
much better than near lake ~t. Anne. Good spruce and birch timber is 
found close to the river, with a quantity of pine on the hills. 

Nine miles below the first fall a second ont'. of ten feet occurs, and 
below this the current, which so far has been rapid, slackens, and the river 
winds from side to side in a valley about one mile wide, containing excel
lent bottom land covered with a rich growth of white spruce, white and 
yellow birch, cedar and poplar, with a few trees of ash and marIe. On the 
hills there are found large spruce and a few pines, all fit for lumb!l". This 
fine valley extends for a distance of twelye miles, with a south course. A. 
mile above the forks, distant eighteen miles from the !!louth, the rirer 
again becomes rapid, and the valley narrows to ·l~ss than a quarter of a 
mile. 

The Little Cascapedia, from the forks to the mouth. h1s bJen JesTibed 
by Mr. Zlls (Report of Progress 1880-2, pp. n D, 12 D.) 

Being much delayed by thl~ cause mentioned above, we did not reach 
the mouth of the river until the night of the 10th, and having counted on 
making the traverse in ten days we only carried provisions enough for t weI V8 

days, and so were without food for two days. 

Next day we proceeded up the Bay des Chaleurs to Dalhousie, where we 
were met by Mr. A. E. Barlow, who had been loft there hy Mr. Ells to 
assist in making micrometer surveys in the neighborhood of Rimouski. 
After spending three days at Dalhomie, collecting fossils and specimens of 
pretmite from the cliffs of Cape Bon Ami, we proceeded to lake Metapedia, 
where three days were spent examiuing the rocks on the east shore of the 
lake. From here we went to Rimouski to make several sun'l'YS of roads 
in that vicinity, but as the weather was cold and unsettled, and the roads 
very bad, it was found impossible to do this work; we therefore, left 
Rimonski on September 28th, and returned to Ottawa, October 1st. 

The work of the season was greatly retarded by the frequent rains 
during the months of Jqne and July and the first week of August. 

Serpentine and Olivine.-These rocks are largely developed at the eastern 
extremity of the Shickshock range and form the prominent peak of Mount 
Albert. They extend in a southwesterly course from the west side of 
Table-top mountain across the south branch of the St. Anne ri ,-er to Moun t 
Albert, which is about the centre of the mass, and thence to the headwaters 
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of the east fork of the ~almon branch of the Cascapedia riYer, making a 
total length of twelve miles. 

The (Treah'f,t hreadth is four miles, on Mount Albert, but the ayerage 
'" is not more than hyo and a-half miles. 

The rocks are chit'Jly olivint', more or ll'ss changed iuto a dark green 
.<';('l'}lf'ntine, aswciated \~'ith pat.-1wf; of mottled brownish red, the whole 
overlaid by the banded ]wds before desnihed. . 

The grel'n H'rpelltinl' has sometimes a coarse fibrous structure (picrolite), 
but the qu:mtity is small and the quality not fiue enough to make it com
mere·ially valuable as alSbestos. 

All the rock seen on Mount Albert was altered into the above serpen
tine, hut on the eastern slopes, along the St. Anne riYer, oli"ine was found 
only slightly d"l'omposed upon wcathered surfaces. 

Mr. AdamI' examined a sed ion of this rock, under the microscope, and 
gives the follo\"\'ing description of it :-" This rock, which is very fresh, is 
in section ;,;(','ll to be composed of oliyine, arranged in very irregular bands 
of larger and smaller grains, togetlwr with a small quantity of an opaque 
black iron ore, w hil'h, judging from its association with the oli\'ine, is 
probably chromic iron ore. A few grains of a very light brownish-green 
fibrous milwral, some of which show parall.·l extinction, are also present. 
Thl'S!' an· proh'11,ly enstatite, but none 01 them are cut so as to enable this 
to h, d,'/ermined "'ith certainty. ".\n interesting point in cOllnection with 
this Joek is that ":I.,h ~T~lill of iron ore is surrounded by ~l greeni::h ring 
composed or all ;1~·~T\,'.!·:t!" of wa\-y fibr,'f;, whidl in a few I'a:>e;;, where they 
w,'rl' sufficit';ltl~' large for \·xamination, w"rt~ fonnd to hU\'0 a p,10ilel e:dinc
lion, and whi('h n'semble serpentine. It is an oli\'ine rock." :-;\'e also 
d""cription of :-imilar ro,k from nearly the same locality by Dr. B.-J. Har
ring-lon. (Report of Progn'i;C' 1877'78, p -to G.) 

These rock" all change to a light buff color where they are exposed t.) 
the action of th,~ atmosphere; and, as the soil abo\'e them is "cry poor, 
supporlil1~' littl,· or no '.eg-etation, a dead appearance is gi\-en to the scenery. 

Banded ~truetnre is distinctly seen amon~·.,t lhe ;,;,'rpl'ntines on the 
mountain, hut the direction of the strike of the beds is not continuous nor , 
parallel to that of the r,urrounding stratified schists, and is supposed to be 
due to flow structure, as the olivinl' is undoubtedly of igneous origin. 
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Ohromic iron is found associated with the green serpentine and seems 
to be confined to certain beds of the rock, as it is found scattered along the 
strike in loose blocks, some of which are ten inches in dianll'ter. 

This mineral was observed on the surface near the banded beds of 
serpentine, at the north-east side of tlw mountain, and also along a 1)1'd 
about two miles south of the first place. 

The ore ,vas found to occur in ;.;mall, wide! y separa tl'd p'Je kl'h, ;.;cattt'rcll 
through the serpentine, and where seen is not in sufficit'llt quantity for 

profitable mining. 

Where the oliyine crosses th(' ~t. Ann" river, ,"eins of steatite of a 
light green color w('n' (lbsernd, but the co:;t of transportation )'t'lldnr:,: them 
of no economic yalue. 

(A.-P. LII/I'. 1:-::-:;) ) 

Xt'UYELLE rUYER, \\"E~T DRA:\'CIl. 

" I commenced the scaling of this riYer from the aforesaid sixth mile 
tree, chaining up'wards on the ice w hen practicable, and through the bush, 
until I arrived at the spycnth mile tree, which I marked as such, on the 
west side of the ri,"er. In the tr~1\'t'r:-;e of th0 riwr, I met ",ith one brook 
running in from the east and C'l'o~s"ll several small i:;lands, the soil along 
tlw flats being fertile and (,()ll"i,;till~' of a red loam; tIlt' timh"r principally 
of spruce alld fir, with some poplar of large dimensions. 

I proceeded on with the s"aling, marking and c;.;l~\bh,hing ali the mil,) 
trees on the w""t side of the ri '"1'1', un til I arri,",'d at a small fork at fourteen 
miles and 14/50 chains, where til.:' river di\"iil,'s intI) two branches, the main 
one running to the \\,,·:,:t, \\~hile the other branch illClilll'S to the north-east. 
Betweell the seyenth mile tree and the said forks, I passe,l "e\'eral small 
brooks and islalld~, the former furnishing a good supply of water to the 
main river. I could not obtain the names of any (If thl'se brooks, nor do I 
believe they han yet been named. The soil in thi~ locality i~ rich and the 
timber large, more especially the sprncE', which would make good mer
chantable timber, being sound and straight. In the yicinity and between 
the ninth and tenth mile trees, there are some pine trees of gooG. quality, 
growing 011 the slopes of the monn tains facing the riYE'r and on both sides 

of the same. 
47 
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'1 he brooks that run into the main river are small; the spruce t'lnd fir 
are large; there is also some white and black birch; the soil is good, although 
in some places very stony. Excellent timber of the same kind abounds 
along the slopes of the mountains. 

At a short distance above the nineteenth mile tree, there is a good sized 
brook, which comes in from the west, and, after passing the same, keeps 
north-we&t, as far as the twenty-third mile tree. Between these two points, 
the soil is not quite so good, nor is the timber as large, consisting princi
pally of a smaller growth of spruce and fir, with a few birch trees. 

The banks of the river are not high, seldom exceeding three or four 
fEet. The river here is very rapid, but without any falls. From the twenty
third mile tree to its source, the river narrows very much, and the soil is 
poor and :':'tl)ny; the timber consists of spruce and fir, but of a small and 
inferior quality. At twenty-eight miles 65 chains the river forks off into 
three small brooks which run north for about one quarter to one half mile 
each, taking their rise in an alder swamp. and may be considered the head 
waters of the wcst branch of the river ~ouvelle. 

The land in the vicinity of its source is level and continues so to the 
north and west as far as the vision of eye extends. I may add therd is not 
along its \Y hole course, from my point of departure to its SOLlfce, one single 
fall, and it may be considered a contin nous rapid, free from any oostruction. 

In general along the whole course, on either side of the river, there is 
hardly t-ufficient breadth of land to make it of any use for settlement pur
pOSt s. A tits I-Olll' .1', howenr, there 1;-; a large tract of land that could be 
make ayailahll' for that purpose. 

(P. 11]uri.~o/l, 187G.) 

('..\srPHTLL RIVER. 

From the confluence of the Metapedia and Casupscull rheers, ascending 
the \"alley of the Casupscull to Four-1Iiles brook, the land has generally 
been burnt over and is barreu. Both sides of the river present to view 
nothing ~ut steep and bare hills and arid rocks iucreasing in height until 
they ~ttam an average altitude of 250 to 300 feet. On the top of these hills, 
the SOlI, howe,er, appears susceptible of cultivation. In the valleys, it is in 
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genp-ral uncultiyable. True, there are here and there, now on one side of 
the riYer and now on the other, small strips of cultivable land. but not in 
sufficient quantity. at each point, to induce a settler to take them up, except 
at one place situated at about three and a half miles from the confluence of 
the two rin'r,;, on the left slope, where there is a point of land well suited 
to culti\'ation, although hemmed in, over an area of about 150 to 200 acres, 
which might make a good farm, and to which communication might be 
had at present by a logging road running to it from the Metapedia road. 
This point is occupied, it is said, by a Mr. Bruno Danjou, who raises hay 
on it and pastures cattle ther·e. 

From Four-Miles brook to Eight-Miles brook, brule.., are also offrequent 
occu.rrence; but here and there some clumps of timber oflirtle value remain 
standing. In this tract, there are on each side of the river steep hills, some
times bare and sometimes wooded. and Cliffs still steeper and altogether 
barren, maintaining a uniform and average height of :2;)u to 300 feet. In the 
valleys, there is no cnltiyable land, a few small points 0f insignificant size 
excepted, such as are met with from time to time to the head of the river 
and the large timber is in too limited quantity to permit of profitable 
working. It consists of white and grey spruce, cedar, white birch, &c. 
However, at the month of Eight-~Iiles brook, and along that stream, the 
wood is sound, of good appearance and in suffi,:ient abundance, and I may 
say the same of Four-Miles brook. On the top of the hills, the ground, 
though broken, is arable. 

Three miles further on, there is a small brook, with a valley of easy 
access, along which the Indians have established a portage road to commu
nicate with tile Casupsculliakes, in which they fish for trout. Over these 
three miles and for a mile further, the ground presents the same ehal":tderis
tics, appearance and topography as between the Four-Miles and Eight-Miles 
brooks,with the exception that there are no brules and that the valleys and 
hills are better wooded. The timber is of aYerage size, but the soil on the 
hill tops seems little suited to cultivation. 

Then follows a succession of cascades and rapids, difficult of access and 
often dangerous. as far as the falls distant about five miles from Eight-jIiles 
brook and about twenty feet in height. Above the falls, there is another 
mile and a half of rapids and cascades. In summer, this spot is turned by 
a portage road for canoes, to the left, which comes ont on the second Indian 
portage connecting the Casupscull lakes with the Metapedia road across the 
lands. Along the cascades and rapids, the hills which border the river are 
lower, but sometimes steeper. 
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Bt'twP,'n the second Indian portage and the grand discharge of the 
Ca~ul,s,rtll Ltk.,s,:; distan,·., of about seyen miles, there is still another heavy 
rapid, at about .:,5 chains from the second Indian portage, which would be 
Y('ry suitable for the erection of mills. The appearance and topography of 
the'lrlOUnd is ,) bout the same as that previously described, v'l'ith the exception 
thatthe hillf; are not so slt·,·p In ascending the grand dis('h~lrge of the 
1al,l's, at a few chains only from th\' riYer, there if; a fall "'hich pre,ents the 
s:dmon from r,;:whing the Casupscull Ltk"s. From this to the lakes, there 

are "I'(br, ~I'rnl" and halsam-fir of fine quality; but the ground is brok'C'n 
and unsuited to cultiyatiol1. From the grand to the little di<;charge 011 the 
riYer, a t\isLlll'" of about a mile and a half, the land I,re"ents the same 
aspect as before. From the riYer, on the little discharge, the ground rises 
gradually Jor about 55 chains and is of little yalue, although the timber 
npon it if; fair, after \"hich the snrfacp b.>C'ol1wS flat, damp and swampy, only 
:mpportill~' :1 stuntel1 ~'lo\ytb of black spruce. 

The bkp:-, "],,,und with fish. En·ry winter, the Indians of St. Anne 
de ni~tig()ll<'he \'isit them in Ltl'~'e numl)l'l's to "atch trout which tbey sell 
at ('am\1I)1'lto11 to trad.,l's who ,'xport them. Large quantiti"s of fish are 
t[l1,en. Around tIl,) lakes, the fore,-;t ~ro\yth is generally bl:wk sprucf' and 
(edar 01" little nhw; but in the interior of the lands the timber is better 
~md more mix, d 

From the grand c1iscll:nge to the ,-.outh branch of the river Casupscnll, 
lli ... h.,jght "j' tIlt' Lilb gr:Hlually dimini;,;l1"',~, 'The land is barren both in 
t lit' nlleyf' all(- on 1 hc' hill tops, The (imlwr is mixed and of moderate size, 
(lll tIlL' :,:unt]l III ~'il,·h. the (imher is prc·lty ~l)od for three miles and a half 
to tIle' Joint \\"h"ll.' tltis hra,_l'h fOlks; lh"Il,'" to the SOUl·C.' the land is wet 
,IIld SW,llllpy, ~l1pl'()rtill~' ouly a "t l111L,d ~T()wth of small black sprnce. From 
1he ~onth Imlll,h to th ... ~till \"at.'rs, tlJ\.' "altitude of the hills d ... ~rease.s 
gradu'111y :Illd, nt tIll' Still 'Yat,'r~, tllt'y di",appear ,ompletel)', The timber 
diminislw,,; ill \",I]Ul' a:- the riH'r is ascended, and tbe same remark applic)s to 
th,' land. TIlt' salmun, it is ~aicl, ascelld to the Still ,Vaters. From th," 
htter to (he end of the SUITer, the ground contimw,'"' Hat and wet, eXt't'pt 
at a conpl ... of pointi". \\"h"1'e there are small hills. The timber is ,'erv poor, 
l'olli>isting' ouly of :-;tnnt,'d l.b.k "prI1Cl'. " 

The CalmpsC'ull riwl' abounds with 
say tbat herein cOll"isls its whole YHlne. 
worth the E'Xpenl'''' of workillg:. . 

tront and salmon, but I regret to 
Neither th., soil, nor the timber is 

(c."'), Lepage, 4th February, 1888.) 
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INTERIOR OF THE "A~l'~: PEXIX"ULA. 

This report vdll be short and concise, as the accompanying journal 
contains in detail all the informafjon, I could ]))'o,·nr.> by my own ohs"nra
tions or from other parties. 

This exploration will, I believe, bl' of considerable serviee, as my 
journal will show all the plal'es where lumbering is carried on, some of 
which are probably beyond the limits of the li,·,'nses granted. I was kd to 
think that many lumber-merchants cut timber on unlicensed territory,from 
the fact that they do not keep any road open during the winter to commu
nica~e with the settlements, all the proyisions for the lumbering S<,;t.-;Oll 

being brought up in the fall of the year, and the lumber being uut with 
great facility along the ri,rers, where there is little or no hauling illvolyed 
The spruce is so close at hand along the great riYl'rs and their trjbntari,.~, 
that many contraetors use no horses, but have the logs brought to and 
placed in the water by hand. 

Another practice, which I consider an abuse,is that of plat·jllg no booms 
at the mouths of rivers at the time when the logs cume do .Yn. Instead of 
that, men are placed to watch and immediately raft e,rery pie,~e that md~\>s 
its appearance, and these rafts are at once towed by steamt:lrs either to Dal
housie to Mr. Moffat's mills or to Mr. Montgomery's mills at New Rich
mond. 

Pine, spruce and cedar are plentiful thronghont this region. The cedar, 
which is of very good quality, besides being usecl for other purposes, is 
made into great quantities of.shingles, which are exported to t he West India 
Islands in packages ~o inches long (length of shingles) and ~'I inches broad; 
each pacb.ge containing one hundred ~hingles. Large quantities of shingles 
similar to those which are sold here are also made. The pint> is generally 
of good quality, yet not equal to that of On tario. The merchan ta ble spruce 
is much superior to that found in any other place. Then' is good hunting 
to be had throughout this country, as it contains large numbers of moose, 
caribou, marten and fisher. There are also some otkl', mink and bRaver; 
the latter is scarce, becanse, like the moose, it is too much hunted during 
the close sea80n. I haye remarked that the otter and mink destroy large 
quantities of the eggs of the salmon which spawn in all the riYers running 
through these lands. 



There arc numbers of salmon and trout in all the rivers and the lakes 
are all well stocked with trout. Some of the rivers are more ad valltageous 
than others for fishing, but they all contain fish, and there is much fishing 
done. This country is so very mountainous that the soil is unfit for culti· 
vation. except in the spots marked on the plan ancompanying the report. 
Another reason which induced me to designate these lands on my plan, as 
forest-reserns, if" that there is still in the neighbouring township nearer the 
sea-' 'oast, a large exten t of land fit for culti vation, which is not yt't colonized. 
Also, hom the township of Notn-elle to the township of Port D<lniel, the land 
is very good and less mountainous than that aboye mentioned, and m',y be 
colonized as rl'adily as any other place in the province. 

I may :-;ay before closing that my work was at times difficult and 
painful, but I trust it will not be unprofitable. 

Ril'a Casupscufl.- October 22nd.-Begall my exploration on the river 
Casup:-;('ull. A long this river there is a burn t tract (brule), extending ab~ut 
eight miles from it~ confluence WIth the river Metapedia. Both sides of this 
river an' mountainous, but there is a little land fit for cultivation on the 
sumlt1it of the mountains. 

October :2:3rd.-Continued my exploration, ascending the small dis· 
charge of thl' lakes about fi,-e miles, where I found quantities of spruce, 
cedar, fir and white birch I especially remarked the fir, which is very 
large and as fit for working as the spruce. 

October 24th.-Continued ascending the Casnpscull for about five 
miles. The \"alley of this river is like that of the discharge of the lakes, with 
regard to the :-;PP('j"s of wood. The land is \'ery mountainous and the soil 
poor. 

October :2.-'( h-Continued my ascent as far as the falls. Mountains and 
wood the same as on the preceding; days. Large quantities of birch on the 
west. I noticed that there was lumbering done some 15 or 16 years ago, 
from the mouth of the Casupscull to the falls, marked on the plan. 

October 26th.-Explored the eastern part between the river Casupscull 
and the Grand lake. In :tll the low grounds there are good spruce, fir and 
cedar, and on the mountains, white birch, fir, and some small spruce. Nearly 
all the large timber is blown down. 

October 27th -Explored to the west, bet ween the river and 1 he 
seigniory of lake Metapedi t. The land is m~untaillous, and the wood is 
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cedar and spruce in the low grounds; on the mountains, the wood is nearly 
all blown down. 

October 29th.-Continued my exploration, ascending the river to the 
grand discharge of the lakes. Timber-cedar, spruce and fir throughout. 
The land is mountainous, and the wood on the mountains blown down. 

Octoher 31st.-Explored to the westward towards the seigniory of 
Metapedia. Timber and lands the same as the preceding. 

Nonmber 1st.-Continued the exploration, ascending the rinl' Cas up
scull. Saw yery little merchantable timber; the trees are short and stunted. 
There is a little cedar and black spruce. 

Noyember ~nd.-Explored to the west in the interior, finding nothing 
but mountains and overturned timber. 

November 3rd.-Explored to the eai-it, between the ri,rer and mouth of 
the lakes; the land is all mountainous and the timb~r stunted. 

December 19th.-Resumed my interrupted exploration; continued 
ascent of the Casupscull to about six miles abo,re the grand discharge. 
Both sides of the ri,rer are mountainous, and the timber becomes smaller as 
the land rises. 

December 20th.-Explored to the north, towards the river Matanc. The 
principal timber is small1black spruce on the low lands, and, on the heights, 
white birch and fir, o,-erturned. 

December 21st.-Shifted my camp while exploring about six miles 
hig-her; very little useful timber in this distance, except some tamarac, 
suitable for rail way ties. Land low and swampy. 

December 22nd.-Shifted camp agclin about five or SIX miles further; 
found thA same land and timber as yesterday. 

December 23rd.-Sunday. Shifted camp about six miles further, near 
the height of land; same land and timber. 

December 24th.-Explored towards the sources of the rivers Matane, 
Cape Chat and Cascapedia. On the high mountains of this locality, which 
are called the Chick-chocks, the timber is yery smlll, and consi-;ts of bou
leau, fir and black spruce. In the low lands, the soil and timber are the 
same as mentioned above. 

December 25th.-Returned and camped at the mouth of the south-east 
branch of the riYer Casupscull. 



December 26th.-Explored this branch on the way up. From near the 
mouth upwards, for about four miles, there is good spruce fit for making 
logs; but aboye that the land is swampy and sparsely timbered, like the 
rest of this conntry. 

December 27th.- Shifted my camp to the third lake Casupscull. 
Around these lakes there is a considerable quantity of spruce and a great 
deal of cedar. The land i:-; mountainous. All the spruce along this river 
which I haye mentioned is of the best quality (good grey spruce). On the 
upper part of the river, especially, there are large quantities of tamarac, 
suitable for railway-ties. The driving of logs can be done with much facility 
0;- the riyer (';lsupscull, and even on the outlets of the lakes and other 
tributaries. This river is also well stocked with fish, especially salmon and 
trout. The salmon run up as far as the head of the east branch, as shewn 
on the plan annexed hereto. The lakes which empty into this river are 
also filled with trout, but the salmon L':lIl;wt pass above the falls, marked 
on the outlet. I am told that 8;30() worth of trout are taken every winter 
by people from Campbelton, who ship it to the States. My plan of this 
river and the lakes is from estimated distances walked over and courses 
taken with a compass. 

Rivers .Nol/velle, Assemetquagan and Escllminac.-December 28tl.- Shifted 
camp to the head of the ri,-er Nouyelle. Near the lakes I saw some good 
timber, cedar and spruce, and further on in the 10'\- lands good tamarac fit 
for making ties. "\Yc:-;t of this line the timber is nearly all blown down. 

December ~~Ith.-Shifted my camp to the head of the ri,-er Assemet
quagan. i'\ear the head of the Nom-eUe there is some good timber, spruce, 
in the low lands, but on the heights I saw nothing but small timber and 
windfalls. There is plenty of good timber along the A;.;semetquagan, but 
the land is very moun tainous. 

Decembpr 30th.-Sunday. Shifted my camp lower down on the same 
river to the forks-to the part already done. The timber along this part of 
the riYer was cut during the winter of 1881 and lS.S~ by Mr. John Forrest 
of Campbelton, and the forest is now all but stripped. All the rest of the 
timber along the riYer, lower down, ,YUS cut about eiO'ht or ten years aO'o .", w 

bV Mr. Moffat, of Dalhousie. There are no salmon in this river, but it is 
well stocked with trout. The river Assemetquag'all is very suitable for 
driving logs. 
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December 31st.-Shifted camp to the head of the river Escuminac, and, 
)U mv way, obsenTed some good land and a little good timber, but most of 
the trees are blown down. 

January 1st, 1884.-Shifted my camp to the forks of the river Escu
minac. The land is mountainous. There is a good deal of hardw Jod at 
,orne distance from the river, and quantities of spruce in the yi .. illity of the 
river and its branches. 

January 3rd.-Explored towards the head of the little riwr du Loup 
!md of the Little river. In this very mountainous part, there is a good deal 
C)f timber, spruce, but I was told that the timber along the Little river was 
~ut in 1881 and 1882 by Mr Moffat. 

January 4th.-Shifted camp near the line of the township of Mann, 
along the Escuminac. The timber along this part. of the ri\'er was cut 
some ten or twelve years ago by Mr. Moffat, of Dalhousit>, and again in the 
winter of 1879-80 by the ~ame party, according to what I was told. I 
myself saw two of the camps which were used when this timher was cut. 
The mountains are "ery high on both sides of the river, and well timbered 
with fine merchantable birch; there is also a little cedar. 

January 5th.-Explored the north-ea8t branch of the ES0111ninac, and 
found that the timber had heen cut there also 1)), the same Mr. Moffat. 
Between the two branches just mentioned the land is mountainous and the 
timber mixed. 

Janu3ry 7th.-Explored between the east branch of the Escuminac and 
Rocky brook, and found the land mountainous and timber mixed, birch, 
spruce, fir and cedar; the spruce and birch are of good merchantable quality. 

January 8th.-Went out to the settlements, senn miles from the coast, 
near the forks. The river Escuminac and its tributaries are well adapted 
for the driving of logs, and very rich in sea-trout. I am told that a great 
many strangers go there to fish every summer. 

January 9th.-Sent my men and the baggage to the river Nouvelle, 
and went to Campbellton to get some provisions. 

January 11th.-Shifted camp from the Nom'elle to Tub·Brook. 

January 12th.-Explored between the Nouvelle and Tub Brook, where 
I found spmce and pine, and in the mountains mixed timber. The birch is 
merchan table. 
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January 13th.-Sunday.- Explored Tub-Brook upwards to its source. 
Found some pine and spruce, but some of it was cut two years ago by Mr. 
Anthony Carl, of N om-elle. This little rinr is suitable for the driving of 

logs. 

January 14th.-Moved my camp to the upper forks of the Nouvelle. 
As we acend the ri\-er, the mountains approach very near thp. banks, though 
here and there are some small level spots of ground (plateaux), fit for culti
vation. I found there spruce, cedar and poplar in the lowlands, and a 
little pine on the mountains. Lumbering ',vas carried on some years ago 
alona all tIlt' branches of this ri \"l'r. The sed ion is mountainous, and the o 
timber mixed. 

JanualY 15th.-Explored the north-west branch of the Nouvelle about 
eight miles up. In this space I found a considerable quantity of spruce 
and some pine at the places indicated on the map. The river flows be
tween high mountains, which are covered with mixed wood; some pine 
and a good deal of sprnn'. 

January 17th.-My men shifted camp higher up, while I explored to 
the eastward, between the rivers Des Lacs and Nouvelle. In this se~

tion I found on the mountains stunted timber and overturned trees. Along 
the Nouvelle there is a considerable quantity of good timber, especially 
spruce. 

January 18th.-Explored to the eastward between the Nouvelle and 
the north-west bral1l:h of the Oascapedia. I there found a good deal of sprnce 
along the small streams, and around the small lakes. Further on to the 
north there is a large mountain co\-ered with small, stunted trees. 

January 1 'I.-Shifted camp four miles higher up the same river. Both 
sides of the rin>r Kouvel10 are mountainous. There is a little spruce at the 
foot of the mountains, and at the top, black spruce and bouleau. 

J anua]'y ~lst. - Explored the section comprised between the two 
branches of the Nom'elle, and about five miles ofthe western branch, going 
upwards. Along the latter branch, the land is mountainous and the trees 
are of stunted growth, but, on the borders of the river and its tributaries, 
there is a good deal of merchantable spruce. 

J anuary ~2nd.-Explored the north-east branch. of tbe Nouvelle as far 
as the source of the C'asupscnll \vaters, where I found swampy ground, 
which produces tamarac and a little grey spruce along the small tributaries. 



On the whole, the valley of the Nouvelle is well wooded with spruce 
and pine of good quality. The river throughout its whole length is avail
able for lumber driving. It is also well stocked with trout, lind numbers 
of strangers visit it every summer on account of the fishing. 

Cascapedia River.-January 23rd.-Moved my camp to the river Casca
pedia. I found a good deal of spruce near the small lakes as well as all 
along the portage; there is also a great deal along the stream which empties 
itself into the Cascapedia. 

January 24th-Worked upwards in a westerly direction along the Cas
capedia, and found spruce for a distance of about three mi1e:-; Above that are 
the Chick-Chock mountains already mentioned, which are covered with 
small stunted trees. 

January 25th-Moyed my camp down the Cascapedia about five miles. 
There is tim ber all along this distance, but I remarked that much of the 
spruce was dried up. 

January 26th-Went to the head of the north-west branch, where I 
found spruce and SJm~ pine on the mountains. 

January 28th-Moved my camp to the lake on the Cascapedia. On 
the way observed a good deal of spruce and pine on both sides of the river. 

January 29th-Explored the middle branch which rises ill the height 
ofland where the Cape Chat also has its source. I found a good deal of spruce 
on both sides of the branch, principally aboye the forks. The lalld is very 
mountainous, with nothing but stunted trees on the heights. A t the foot 
of the lake I found the remains of a C.lmp where Mr. Montgomery's jobbers 
had lodged during the winter of 1881-82. 

January 30th-My men shifted the camp about fiye miles further 
down, while I explored the river betwflen the middle branch and the 
Salmon river. I found a great deal of spruce on both sides of the latter. 

The yalley of this tributary of the Cascapedia is bounded by high 
mountains very thinly wooded. 

January 31st.-Moved my camp to the mouth of the Sdmon river. All 
along the course of the ri,rer downwards from the lake, spruce has been cut 
near the banks, but there yet remains a great deal, as there was none cut 
where it had to be hauled. I found another camp about six miles below 
the lake, built the same year as the other, 1881-82. 
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February 1st and :2nu.-Explored along the banks of the Salmon ri ver 
going upwards. Abo,-e the forks I found a camp built this winter by Mr. 
Montgomery, and from such information as I could procure from the orer
seer and shantymen, they must have cut about 5,.500 ;,;pruce trees, iu American 
style, that is, leaying the trees their full length. Higher up the timber 
gradually diminishes in size, and, 11ear the source of this river, there is nothing 
but stunted trees. 

February 3rd, Sunday.-:;\Ioved my camp to Berry-brook. Ou the way 
down I noticed some cultivable land on both sides of the river as indicated 
on the plan The timber ha;,; been cut during the last three winters. 

February 4tl1.-Explored upwards the banks of R~rry·brook. The timber 
has been cut for a distance of about fonr miles. There is still a little timber 
remaining" higher up, but on the height of land it is all stunted, especially 
on the mountains 

February;" h-Explored the Little Cascapedia to its source. Found 
wry little timber. The section lH'i\\"l'en the Grand and Little Cascapedia 
rin'r;'; is quite monntainous. 

February 'ith-Moyed my camp to the mouth of the north,we;,;t branch 
of the Cascapedia. Going downwards. I found a camp belonging to some 
of Mr. Mon t gnml.'ry·s jobbers, Johnny Ouellet and his brother. Ou the east, 
there is a lar~e burnt tract (brllle) in the rear of which there is still some 
pine on the mountain;';, as shewn on the plan. ( .ll the 'west, there is also 
some pille on the mountains, although a great part of it has been converted 
into square timlJl'r, the same as on the other side of the river by Mr. 
Ouellet. 

Febnu1l"~' 7th alla ,':th-Explored the north-west In'audl, going upwards. 
Lumbering has been carried on, this and preceding winter;';, o,-er a space of 
eight or ten mil.,~ in length. The Ouellets haye also been making square 
pine and spruce during this winter. Higher up along this river there 
is still some spruce and pine standing. The region is monniainom, with 
nothing but ~mall trees on the heigh ts. 

February 9th -:'Iowd my camp to the riy,~r Des Lacs. On the right, 
going down, there is a burnt trad (bnile) as slwwn on the accompanying 
plan, but there is a strip of green timber on the mountains 011 both sides of 
the ri\'er. 

February 10th, Sllnaay.-Explored the ri,-"r DJS 1-1C., going upwards. 
Found that the timber had been cut nearly up to the lake. There is still a 



749 

little pine standing on the mountain", alL! beyond th,~ rin'r in the interior 
there is some spruce. I ,,-as told that tll.,s., lakes are full of trout. 

February lIth.-Shifted my camp further down the river. The same 
day, I explored the first bran .. h to the ,'ast for a distance of about six miles. 
I found lumber which had been cut this winter, but 111<']"<' is still a little 
standing timb'r near the upper part of the river. This sedioll is ,".-ry 
mountainons, with nothing but scrub on the heights. 

February1:2th.-Camped at the forks of the ESl'lllIlinac. Oil the way 
down, found a camp about two milef! below the ri,rer explored the previous 
day. 

Nearly all the wood, including the cedar, ha<; been ent on both sides of 
the river. The soil is gooel, a<; shewn on the plan. The timlwr comprises 
poplar, elm and ash on the 10\Vlallcls, and black ulul white bir"h on the 
mountains. 

Ft'hru:uy L:3th and 14th.- Explored th,' banks of the E:;,.·umillac, up
wards as far :1.-; the north-east branch of the Noun,Il.'. Ubliged to moye our 
camp to the forks of the Es,·uminac. At th.~ fall ther.' is a maQ,'nili"l'nt mill
site. Near this fall, there i:; a piece of cultivable land, 011 ",hidl three 
settlers have already b -gun dearill~'. 

The timber in this section is ash, poplar, elm all(1 asp'n. Aimost all the 
timber along the Escuminac was cut S'-'""Il or eight \-\.-~11',~ a!,;"o, There was 
still some being cnt this winter on the north-east branch. Thel'l~ is a 
great deal of m"l'i~hantable birch all through th,- St·,·tion lwtwl'l'll the 
ESluminac and tlt.- township of Carleton. 

Febmary l:;th.~Beil1~" in th., Il<-i~'hbl)rhool, I "xl'l(lI',~d th.) north-east 
branch of the Nom"elle, I foulld the spnH~e and pine ,'ut nearly p,"erywlwre 
and parties were still cuttill~ for ~Ir. McJLtlt in the to\yll"ltip of r\ouvelle. 
There is still a little pine :Illd spruce standing. TIl<' l"<,~jon is mountainous 
and at. the head-waters of this ri,"er and of th'3 ESCUlllinai', there is nothing' 
but trees of stunted growth. 

February lGth.-Shifted my camp to the falls 011 the llorth-l'ast lll'aw,h 
which .'uts the ("orner of the townshi~) of N"w Richmon.!' 

February 17th, SUllLlay-Explored this little br,tllch, which is well 
adapled for driving, to within six or seven miles of its confluence with 
the Cascapedia. Found two shanties wlll're parties were cutting cedar and 
spruce, but there is now nry little timber remaining. There are many 
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mountains in the distance covered with mixed timber, birch and other 
kinds. There is a magnificent water-power at the falls suitable for a mill
site. Settlers are established there as far as the township line, thirteen 
miles from the (oast. The rinr Cascapedia offers great advantages for 
lumbering, be"anse prodsions l'an be transported in the fall by means of 
scows drawn by horses. There are only two portages, and only one rapid, 
at the division line between the counties of Rimouski and BonaYenture, to 
obstruct this mode of navigation, Only two portages ha\re to be made in 
going as far as the mouth of Salmon ri,'er, All the tributaries of this rh'cr 
are equally ad,'antageous for getting out lumber. 

The Grand Casca pedia is the finest salmon-river in this part of the 
proyince; salmon ~Hl' found as high up as the lake near the source, and in 
the Salmon branch up to the falls. 

All th" timher that is cut and sent down this river is for :\Ir. Mont
gomery, who has his establishment mid-way between the Grand and Little 
Cascapedia rinr,.:, in New Richmond. I am told that last year he loaded 
ten vessels for Europe, besides haying sold a great deal of lumber on the 
spot. 

February 1 !lth.-Went up the Little Cascapedia as far as the last settle
ment in the 6th range, 

February ~Ilth.-Camped on the same ri\'er; two miles further north 
than the township line, at (,fill brook. I there found parties cutting spruce 
and cedar. The ~uil is good all along the riwr, as shewn on th~ plan. The 
timber is mixed, comprising poplar, ash. cedar, spnh'e and fir. 

February ~ht.-('amped at the upper forks. Going up, I noticed thai 
parties had been making square pine and spruce, besides cutting cedar. 
The forest thereabouts I,; ,"pry much devastated, there being scarcely any
thing' left but cI·dar. The land is mountaillons, and the timb~r on the 
heights is black and white birch, with a sprinking of other kinds. 

February ~~nd,-Explored the north-west branch of the Little Casca
pedia, about six miles upwards Spruce and pine ha<l b~en cut on 
this branch during the winter of 1881-82 by jobbers for Mr. Montgomery, 
There is still some spruce standing on the tributaries, and a little pine 011 

the mountains, which are numerons all through this region. The only 
other timber is stunted black spruce and white birch. 

February 23rd.-Mo\red my camp about eiO'ht miles hiO'her up on the h 0 0 
nort -east branch. Found spruce and pine growing on the low grounds. 
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The land is very mountainous, with nothing but small black spruce and 
white birch on the heights. 

February 25th.-Moved my camp about six miles higher np on the 
same branch. Found mountains and forests similar [0 those passed throuO'h 

o 

the previous day, except that there was less pine. 

February 26th and :27th.-Explored the north-west branch of the same 
river. The space between the two branches is very mountainous and bears 
nothing but scrub. I found a good deal of spruce and a little pine along the 
river. Upon the mountains the wood is small and stunted. 

February 28th.--Retraced my steps to where I had left my provisions 
two days previously. 

February 29th.-Campen at the head of the river. On my way up I still 
found a few spruce trees, but the timber gradually becomes shorter, especi
ally on the mountains, where there is nothing to be seen but a few small 
black spruce and white birch trees. 

The Little Cascapedia generally is a fine riYer for driving logs. It is 
also well stocked with salmon and trout. As previously stated, there have 
been large quantities of timber cut on all the branches of the river during 
the last few years, by Mr. :Montgomery. 

Bonaventure River.-March 1st.-Shifted my camp to the north-west 
branch of the river Bonaventure. The whole way across I met nothing but 
mountains covered with small timber. The:e is a little merchantable spruce 
in rear of the Bonayenture. 

March 2nd.-Although Sunday, shifted my camp six miles below, on 
the same branch. On the first four miles, nothing but small timber was 
seen, but below that the spruce is of better quality and in greater quantity. 

March 3rd.-Shifted camp about" five miles further down on the same 
branch. Saw a good deal of spruce and a few pine trees among the other 
timber. Land very mountainous. 

March 4th.-While my men camped at the forks of the Grand Bona
venture, I explored to the west, towards the branch between the Little 
Cascapedia and the Grand Bonaventure. In this part, there are considerable 
quantities of spruce and pine, especailly down towards the forks, where 
they are plentiful, as represented on the plan accompanying this report. 
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March 5th.-Shifted camp about eight miles higher up, on the BOlla
yentme. ~UI the ,yay up, I met a good deal of spruce, and a little pine 
amonO' the mountains. The land is mountainous throughout and the 

o 
summits are cowred with small timber. 

March 6th.-fhifted camp still higher to the forks on the same ri,rer. 
The timbll g('j~ ~maller and :-:tunted as we ascend along this river. There 
is Hly little !nO' hantab1e sprnc<', and nothing but small black spruce on 

the heights. 

Man·h 7th.-:':hifted camp, exploring on the way up, and camped near 
the intnscdion of the county lines. Found Yery little merchantable spruce; 
the timber is short and nearly all black spruce. 

March 8th and 9th, Sunday.--Returned to the left fork, below the 
branch of the same ri,'er Bonayenture. 

Man·h 10th.-,Yent up this little riYer to its source. Found consid
erable qlwntitics of spruce, from the forks downwards and np along this 
little l'trcam. There is ;dm a little pine. ~ This little branch is very suitable 
for driying log's 

Man·h lIth.-Shifted camp below, to the confluence of the rirer des 
Pins 'with the DonaY<'llture. All along the latter, going down, there is good 
spruce and some fine pine. The land is yery mountainous. 

March l:':th.-Descended the BomiTenture to the rear line of the 
(owlli>hip of Hamilton, and, in the afternoon of the same day, went up about 
tlnc,' mill'S on the lirst bran,·h outside the towllship. '1'here is a good deal 
of spl'nee flll(l pill!' throng;onl thif:; sP"liol1, although some was (:nt a few 
ycarf:; ;lgO. I also found considerable quantities 01 cedar, which is more 
abundant ,hall <1lly oth,'r jimlwJ', both on the lowlands and on the mm.m

tains. There if; also, neal' the township·lille of Hamilton on the rig-hlofthe 
rin'r, 80mf' fine men'hantable birch. :3ome cedar was cut last fall, all along 
the riYer from the township of HaD).ilton fa the forks. I was informed 
that the Cl dar had been used in building the Governmeut bridge below,oll 
the Bona y\'n hue. 

March 13th.-Shifted camp higher Ui) on the riYer des Pins. All alollg 
this riyel' there is a good deal of spruce, C'l'dar and l)ille althono'h sorne was , ~ 

~ut some years ago. The land is yery mountainous. 

The yalley of the 13onaYenture, as shown abo,'e, is yery rich in pine, 
spruce and cedar. This river is yery advantageous for the drivinO' of 100's. 
It is also, as I was i,nformed, ,yell stocked with salmon and tront. 0 0 
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Port Daniel Rivet.-March 14th.-Shifted camp to the head of the river 
Port Daniel. The dividing ridge between the waters of this river and 
those of the Bonayenture is composed of very high mountains covered 
with stunted timber. 

March 15th.-Explored all day down the Port Daniel. At the head 
of this river, the timber is small and stunted, but lower down, where I 
turned back, some merchantable spruce can be found. 

March 16th (Sunday), ] 7th and 18th.-Being on the eve of running 
out of provisions I directed my explorations towards the head of the Pabos. 
From here to the West Pabos the land is very mountainous, and spruce not 
plentiful. On the heights especially there is nothing but small black spruce. 

March 17th and 18th.-Directed my course towards the Grand Pabos, 
to obtain a general idea of the head-waterR of this river. The lands through 
which these flow are very mountainous and the timber they bear is very 
small and short. Quite at the head ofthis river, on the left, is a continuation 
of the extensive burnt tract, (grand bru.le), which crosses the rivers of the 
Gaspe basin, the St. John, &c., which I mentioned in a previous report. 
White birch, aspen, spruce and fir are now growing on this burnt tract. 

March 19th.-Returned to the north·east branch of the Bonaventure. 

March 20th.-Camped at the forks of the same branch, lower down. 
There is very little timber on this section, hardly anything but small "!:>lack 
spruce throughout. 

March 21st.-Sent my men down by the Bonaventure to the township 
of Cox, while I walked in a southerly direction towards the township of 
Hope. On this line I saw very little timber near the river, but, as I continued 
in the same direction, I came across a small tract of lanrl fit for cultivation 
(marked on the plan). Here there are birch, spruce, cedar, poplar and cherry 
trees. According to the report of my men, there is plenty of spruce on each 
side on the north-east branch of the Bonaventure, and the river is very 
advantageous for driving logs. 

I was told that the rivers Pabos and Port Daniel are very rich in salmon 
ana trout, and that their yalleys are well timbered towards their mouths. 

(Joseph Bureau, 1884.) 
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DISTRICTS OF RIl\IOUSKI AKD TEl\IISCOUATA. 

C'OCNTY OF RI::\WU8KI. 

I hay!~ the honor to report upon the exploration ordered by your letter 
of instructions, dated :2()th February, }.'-:S4:. 

Fitsl Regioll.-The 4:th of March, and the seYen succeeding days were 
employed in tranf'porting haggage to the mouth of the east branch of the 
riYer Rimouski, hetter known as ri,"er Caribou, and in examining the 
land, the warter-courses and the timber from the last range-line of Flynn, 
at a Rhort distance from the central line, following the right side of the said 
river Caribou, with western courses from time to time, in such manner, 
that haying arrind at the grand river Rimouski, all the region comprised 
bl't",l·t'll the Rimouski and the Caribou, in rear of the surveyed ranges of 
Fl nlll and Duquesne and part of Chenier, are explored. 

All this region, forming a superficies of oyer fifty miles, comprises lands 
of most excellent quality, f'lightly undulating towards the interior, and 
almost everywhere sloping gently towards the rivers; the soil brown and 
yellow earth, generally mixed with graysl. Hardwood predominates on the 
lll'i[!hts. On the whole, the soil throughout this region is fit for cultiva
tion ~llld advantageous for settlement. Cedar is met with nearly everv
'where, and the mountain ash, sure sign of the good quality of the soil. 

f::'ccond Rf'g iOIl.- The seHn days from the 11th to the 18th were employed 
in going oyer, in all d.irections, as much as possibl€', the tract between the 
riyer Rimomki and the township Biencourt, in rear of the township Che
nier. These lands are of the best quality for settlements; the head of the 
riyer Snellier and other small streams met with form valleys of fertile soil, 
a brovm and grey earth in the valleys, and a rich yellow soil on the hills 
The timber is fine and large, comprising maple, birch, white birch, spruce .. 
cedar and fir. The banks of the Rimouski are very high, although inclined 
in certain places. From the mouth of the Caribou, where we returned on 
the 18th at night, we went up, the next day, to lake Rimouski, on the river 
of this name, commonly known as Trout lake. The 20th, taking a general 
westerly direction over the mountains bord0ring the river, we reached the 
lake, which is the source of a large stream, called the north branch of the 
Rimouski. From this point, about two miles from the river, the aspect of 
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the land changes suddenly; high rocky cliffs are replaced by low hillocks, 
sum)\lnded by gulleys through which large streams flow in different direc
tions from the lakes with which the country is dotted. All these lakes 
contain fish. From the 21st to the end of the month of March, following 
a course to the vicinity of the line between the counties of Rimou.ski and 
Temiscouata, and in rear of Biencourt to the prodnce line, I found the same 
description ofland throughout; the fir, spruce, white birch and cedar are 
-of large size, birch and mountain·ash are plentiful, and there are a few 
maples. 

On the 1st of April, we reached the Rimouski near the boundary line. 
On the 2nd, 3rd and 4th April, following the course of the Rimouski, we 
explored the lands on each side, and along the small streams which flow 
into it, to lake Rimouski, which we had left on the ~IJth March. From 
the boundary down to the forks of the north branch, the land, although 
mountainous on leaving the riYer, is excellent, the flats are yery extensive, 
and offer all the desirable advantages for colonization. Of wood, there is 
spruce in sufficient quantity for exploitation, cedar, yellow birch, white 
birch, fir and alders. From this last point down to about three miles above 
lake Rimouski, though the land is generally leyel, the soil is roor, being of 
yellow sand and gra,'el. Fir and poplar-leaved birch predominate in the 
forest. Beginning with the above-mentioned three miles, the land rises 
and, as we advance, the hills are seen rising one above another for a distance 
of about two miles; some of these in the vicinity are above 1800 feet in 
height. These mountains afford some most picturesque scenery; their sides 
sometimes steep and rocky, sometimes gently sloping, afford but narrow 
plateaux of soil of medium quality, generally sandy and gravelly; the 
spruce and white birch are as before, but on the summit of the mountains 
the soil is good and not very stony, and is covered with fine timber, mostly 
hardwood. The whole region here described may comprise about one 
hundred miles in superficies. 

The 7th of April, we continued our exploration along the Rimouski, as 
far as the mouth of the Caribou, with easterly courses from time to time 
toward the summit of the monntains. The soil here is of the same quality 
as before mentioned, but the flats are more extensi\'e and of better soil, and 
cedar is in greater quantity. Approaching the river Caribou, the flats, 
widening out, comprise several hundred acres of rich land, the greater part 
covered with alders. Here again, the mountainR, which, at first sight, 
appear bound together like a wall, are found to be surrounded by gullies, 
more or less deep. which afford facilities for passing beyond. Some very 
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excellent land is found on the sides of the mountains and in the gullies, 
where many good settlements might be made. 

'l1lird Region.-On the 5th of July following, we resumed our work. 
In the first week from the 22nd to the 25th we had three days of rain; but 
from the 26th July to the 21st August we had most desirable weather and 
profited by it accordingly, going over the country in all directions. The 
region with which we are now occupied is that lying between the range 
of mountains 10 the east of the river Rimouski and the river Mistigouche, 
from the sun-eyed rangeR of Flynn and Ouimet to the province line, and 
comprising an extent of about 250 miles. 

With the exception of this chain of mountains which skirts the river 
Rimouski and also of the heights or large hills in the vicinity of the 
boundary, which lands, nevertheless, offer no serious obstacle either to 
communication or culture, though the soil is more meagre, composed of 
sand and gravel generally, we found no place which could not be worked 
to advantage. The land, slightly undulating after leaving the streams aud 
lakes, is composed of rich yellow soil of good quality. The vicinity of the 
river Mistigouche, for and extent of many miles, is magnificent in all respects
Maple, birch, mountain-ash, spruce, white birch, cedar and alders are the 
kinds of woods which predominate. 

In the interior of this region there are a great number of lakes; the 
most remarkable are the lake Mistigouche, a Sifrois and a COte: all these 
lakes are the sources of numerous water-courses and rivers which run 
through the country in all directions. Immediately west of the headwaters 
of the Mistigouche, running south-west, we crossed a grove of many thous· 
and maplt's, which was formerly used as a sugary by the Indians of the 
locality. Thp. soil is of superior quality. 

Fuurth Rf.gioll.-Havingcome down from the woods, on the 21st August, 
we returned on the 2it h. We explored by courses,in various directions, the 
region situated between lake ~Iistigouche, and the river of that name, on 
one side, ana the riYar ~Ietis, the seigniory of lake Metis and the river 
Patapedia, on the other, from the proyince line down to the rear lines of 
the townships Onimet and Masse, the whole embracing a superficies of two 
hundred and eighty miles or thereabouts. Besides, we examined the lands 
situated along the riYar Metis, east side, to the west line of Nemtaye, on a 
dt>pth of about t"welve miles, say a further extent of over seventy miles. 

In the part aboye the to\ynships of Ouimet and :Masse, between Misti
gouche and Metis, on a depth of ab0ut two miles, the land is generally leycl 
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and of excellent quality; soil yellow and grey earth on the heights, grey 
clay and black soil in the low and moist spaces. The timber is, as before, 
spruce, white birch, birch, maple, mountain-ash, cedar in quantity and 
alders. At the end of the aboye menljoned depth often miles and for about 
ten miles higher, between lake Mistigoudw and the west branch of the 
Patapedia, the soil and timber are both of the same description as above 
mentioned; but from there to the province line the land looks poor and is 
very hilly and rocky. The country pre,~'\rH,-; the same character, returning 
between the two branches of the PatapeJia until near their sour.','". There 
is a yery large flat at. the confluence of the two branches of the Patapedia, 
at the foot of the mountains. The soil is of good quality, hut rocky. The 
timber on this flat and the neighhoring lands, say for about fiye miles 
around, was totally destroyed by fire in July last. 

As to the seventy miles on the banks of the Metis going towards the 
west line of N emtaye, the soil is hill y, but eas~- of ac,~es" and of good 
quality. Here ann there on the banks of the river, are SOme fine large flats 
of rich land, covered, generally, with cedar and alders; ash, poplar and .. 1m 
are also sometimes met with. In all this rt'gion, there are not probably 
more than seyentysqua~e miles of land of inferior quality, mountainous and 
rocky such as I hr.vc just mentioned, while the remainder, about t\yO hun
dred and eighty square miles, is eminently suitable for colonization and 
snfficiently watered by lakes and rivers. 

Fifth Region, -Betw,'en the 30th of March and the 16th of April, we 
traversed and examined the fifth and last region in all directions. This 
region comprises all the unsurveyed lands, in rear of the townships Nem
taye, Humqui, Metalik and Milnikek, as far as the seigniory of Meti,,, and 
the river Patapedia, and containing an area of about three hundred and 
thirty square miles. 

As to the description of the lands it will, I think, suffice to say here that 
everywhere throughout this region, though it is monntainons in certain 
places, the soil is of the same quality, excellent and wen adapted to culture. 
The forest contains many varieties of wood. The follo\ving woods,-spruce, 
white birch, maple, birch, hazel, mountain-ash and cedar, are those chiefly 
met with on the heightt' as well as on low grounds. A great part of this 
fine country has been rayaged by fire. Tn rear of the township of Milnikek, 
in the county of BonaYenture, on a tract extending to the Patapedia, con
taining over fifteen square miles, the finest timber has been burnt. Spruce, 
birch, maple and cedar are yet found in abundance in the few spots to 
which the fire did not penetrate. This deyastation dates some years back, 
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as the new growth of all species, which now replaces the lofty timber of 
former days, has attained a height of 15 to 20 feet. The lands in this region 
are well watered by numerous lakes and rivers. 

Before entering upon the general observations with which this report 
should close, I would point out that, during our last exploration, we were 
fayored \yith very fine weather, solid snow under foot, level ground nearly 
everyw here and clear woods. 

TIll' principal streams and riY'ers which we met in the various regions 
abo\"e described, ,yhich deserve being pointed out, are seventeen in number, 
,iz:-

1st. The rinr Caribou, or east branch of the Rimouski. 
2nd. The upper part of the Rimouski, from the .lIoNtaglle Cltiedos, to its, 

sources. 
3rd. The Snellier ri\Ter. 
4th. The outlet of EdlO Lake. 
5th. The riYer dO's Sables. 
6th. The 110rth branch of the Rimouski. 
7th. The south-wpst branch. 
Sth. The Flat riYer, Riviere Platte. 
Dth. The rin:'r it ;-;ifrois. 
10th. The Little KedglYi,·k. 
11th. The rinr ::\Iistigolwhe. 
12th. The rinr Patapedia. 
1:3th. Tlw rinr i\Ietis. 
14th. :-'Iill stream. 
l;-;th. ::\IcKinnan's brook. 
Hah. Tlw Tin'r Humqui. 
17th. The ruif's"au ~am"age. 

The wah']'s of the ;-;nellier river flow into the river Grand Touladi, and 
this into the Rimouski; the discharge of Echo Lake into Eagle river which 
falls into lake Temiscouata; the river des ~ables into the di;;charge of Echo 
lake; the north arm, the south-west and Flat river into the riyer Ri
mouski; the rinr ,'I ~ifrois into the 1 i,Ter Caribou; the Little Kedgwick 
into the riYer Quataduam I\:"llgwick. in the proviilCe of New Brunswick; 
the rinr :'Iistigon..Jw, into the river Metis; Mill stream, McKennan's brook, 
Humqui and the ruisseau SaU\Tage into the river Metapedia . 

. lTTI/{I/'_ Powel's.-All these streams and ri,"ers become large enough, 
durmg freshets, to float logs for the greater part oftheir length. The rivers 
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Caribou, a Sifrois, Mistigouche, Metis and Humqui are floatable to their 
sources, the Rimouski to about two miles aboye its north arm. The banks 
of all these streams and rivers afford at certain points good sites for saw or 
grist-mills. 

Merchantable Timber.-As to merchantable timber, ~l1<'h as spruce and 
pine, it is nearly all destroyed in the yi"inity of the Rimouski, of the east 
branch, the Metis and Mistigouche ; s~ill there i~ a good deal of fill!' spruce 
in many places, as at lake a Ca~tor, at the 11<',1(1 of the Sllellier, of the 
Rimouski, of the north and south west ann", and riYer a ~ifroj:,. The new 
growth is in great quantity throughout. (~Il the lands outsirlp ofthL' limits 
under license, as the Little Kedgwick, the Patapedia and the vicinity of 
small streams at the head of lake Mistigouche. there are quantities of spruce 
fitfor logs, with a few pines scattered here and there. There is a 80nsiderable 
quantity of spruce and pine along McKennan's brook and at the source of 
the Humqui; spruce abounds cyerywhere else. Timber suitable for build
ing purposes, especially cedar, abounds on the hei!:!;hb as well as in low 
places all through the country explored. 

Lakes.-The lakes within this territory abound with li~h, the red trout 
being the only kind, so far as I 'was able to pro\'e; neYL'rtheless, salmon 
were seen to rise in the Grand lake of the east branch of the Patapedia; in 
Big Humqui lake, white fish, suckers, and lunge (touladi) are taken; the 
other little lakes in the interior contain fine L1l'g~ trout. There art' also 
lunge (touladi) in the lake a C6te, one of the sources of the ri\Ter :::;ifrois, 
and in the still waters of ~IistigouchL', which contain numbers of trout. 

1I1inerals.-J ndging from the nature of the soil, there is no doubt that 
minerals of SOUle yal Ul' exist along the ri ,ers, at the foot of til: moun tain:; 
and among the rocks which \Ye met, b'.1t, not having the ll-:c··,~sary tools 
or sufficient time, 'YL' were unable to make any search for them. 

Means of Communicalioli.-As to the means of commnnicJ.tion, I have 
seldom travell,·d oyer any country which could be more ea~ily nad;' :),:,·\.:'s

sible by roads in all direction". A route from the' 1':I,-h," roarl mi:,:-ht bJ 
opened in the vicinity of the central line of l\LW.pl'_-; and Flynn as far as the 

Province line >-lcross macrnificent and !!ellerallv levelland; this would be , 0 ,-, .. 

a prolongation of the )lacpes route. Others might also be made with great 
facility, in the valleys of the ri ver Snellier, of the Grand ~ eig'et te, Metis, &c. 
There is nothing to pre,Tellt the opening of a first· class road from the Inter
colonial station at Humqui to the fine lands of the fifth region and beyond it. 
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Colonizalion.-With regard to colonization, the lands explored, embrac· 
inO' a superficies of over 1300 square miles, offer yery great advantages; 
al1~ with rare exceptions, being fit for settlement. I consider them fully 
equal to the much yaunted lands of Lake 81. John, which I haye already 
had occasion to yisit. The cultiyation of these laads, ,yith the assistance 
which the lumber trade will afford for many years, would support thous
ands of families. 

The Clilllate.-The climate is about the same as at Quebec; a little milder 
I think that at Rimouski, on the banks of the St. Lawrence. 

(J.-B. Lepage, 1st May, 1885.) 

I:IYETI": RIMI 1l''':KI, l"OIRE _l:\"D CARIBOU. 

I ha\'e the honor to r,'port that I ha,-e completed the scaling and explo
ration of thf> riYer Rimnuski, including it~ north-east.'rn branch and the 
riy,'rs Xuire and Caribou. I hegan my sun-eyiu!.!: op,~rations at the mouth 
of the ri,-er Himuuski, in March la~t, after haying a~\·ertaitled the "ariation 
of the IUag"lI..ti,· needle by an obsen-ation of the pol" star. At about thirty 
chailis from the starting point, we met the Boucher brook on the left; it is 
of no importal1'·t' The first mile is dotted with small islands. of which the 
chit,!" group is known as ";-4amson':,; islands" At the fifth station on the first 
mile, the shores of the ri\Ter rise, forming pr,·tty steep banks. A little 
hC'loj"(' the end of the fir:-t milt', the L"\-asseur brook comes in from the 
left and dis('br~·.'~ at the foot of the Bradley rapid,;. 

The Sl',"Il.l, third and fourth miles show an unduhti ~lg shore line, 
frequently yelY ~teep and broken by rocks, brooks and cascades. At the 
end of the second mil<>, towards the Fanstin fall, The gronnd, though rocky, 
is fiat and conred with a gro\yth of white birch and asp~ll. On the fifth 
mile, the ballk" are sometimes le-nl and sometimes scarp::1 like the pre
ceding. Thi" mil,· is remarkable especially for an abund'l'lces of second 
growth harowood; from the sixth mile to twelve and a half miles, that is, 
to the head of the Long-Sault, the rin·r presen-es about the same aspect; 
extensi ve brule8 are occasionally met with. Tow,ll'lls the islands on the 
right, there is a quantity of fir and spruce. The river hecomes narrower 
and narrOWf>r to the fifteenth mile, so that, at certain spots such as the 
fourteenth and following stations, its width is no more than twenty links; 
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several small falls, 'Varying from eight to twelve feet, occur on the first 
fifteen miles, but at fifteen miles and seventy two chains there is one of 
seventy five to eighty feet high. Above this fall, the stream resumes and 
maintains its ordinary width to the fool of the Three Falls on the thirty. 
eighth mile where it again narrows to thirty or torty links and is bordered 
by perpendicular cliffs, varying from 45 feet in height. 

From the thirty-ninth mile, the hunks disappear and the river resumes 
its width, which it retains to the north-cast branch. On the thirteenth, 
fourteenth and fifteenth miles, the river is hemmed in jwtWeell rocky banks 
ranging from one hundred to one hundred and fifty feet in height ar.d 
between which it flows \yith great rapidity. From the sixteenth to the 
twenty-fol11'th mile, the river hanks h"com p more and more wooded, the 
prevailing species. which are of good quality, heing the white birch and 
spruce; black birch, ho\yever, is abundant ou the twenty-third mile. 

I ~hould not omit to mention that, ill th'~ twenty-secolHl mile, there 
are S'Jll1'? fine lands well adnpted to tilluQ," and which only await the axe of 
the hardy settl"r to l'l'ward him for his labors. 

From the twenty-fuurth mile, hard 'wooo:,;, such as ash, elm and birdl, 
become more frequent and are found mixed v,ith the spruce, white birch 
and Lalsam-fir, as far as the thirtieth mile, frotn which to the fortieth mile 
the ballk~ arc generally 10'.\' and rOGky, pretty \\ ell WOOcl'·ll. it is true, but 
soft v;ccds preponderatiu!.,!·: lh~y arG also " ~lt Ly :lUmerous brooks and rivers, 
some of which are \'t'ry important. 

At forty-eight n-:iles sixty-,·ight ch:ins, the north-east branch, which 
I had to scale, commences. Permit me to call attention to the south-west 
branch, which, as \y\,11 as the n0rth-\:a:,L oraneh, begins at th\:' point aboye 
mentioned. It is an important stream, "itll a pretty large yolume of 
water. The ~I(',,~r~ Pri"8 haye already cnt timber on it for a ."hort distance. 
It will undoubledly, heforA y,c'ry long, be sought after by limit-holders, and 
I belie,"e that it is the GOYel'tlment's interest to not allow this fine river to 
be ignored, as it promises to yield a considerable n'ycnue. 

'With the north-east branch, I commenced a new numbering for the 
miles. The two or three first leagues are remarkable for the constantly 
varying height of the river banks, on which cedar and sprllce prevail and 
sometimes pine and balsam-fir. At seven miles and forty-three and a half 
chains, a pretty large stream, called the riYer Sifrois, is encountered. I 
blazed a cedar to the left to indicate \\' here the scaling of this pretty river 
should begin. 
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The ninth mile is well wooded with soft wood, it is true, but of very 
yaried kinds. The land seems of excellent quality. The lake a Prime also 
begins on this mile, ending on the next mile, where the ri yer recei \res the 
contributions of r;eyeral brooks bordered by cedars to the confluence of the 
river X oire, , .. hich is one mile fifty-four chains and sevE'nty links long, 
includin o ' the lake in which it takes its rise. The banks of this ril'er are o 
partly wooded ,,,ith a large quantity of fiue black spruce; they are not 
high and the land seems to be of good appeClrallce, being also covered with 
boule au and birch. 

At the olle hundred al~l l~)l'ty·"ixth station, th':lllorth-east branch tak~s 
the name of the ri,'er Caribou to th" confluence of th~ river Noire. 

The riYer 1\oire has a ',-,nying width of 30 to 50 links. Its banks are 
low. Sprnu.' and cedar predominate. It takes itr; rise in the lake of the 
r;allW name. This lake is prdty Lll'~'" and encloses a good-siz.:!d island. 
A high mountain, coyerel with hardwoods, bounds it to the left, while 
the oppor;ite sidt' is YI!ry fin t awl CO\'p),,'d with mixed wowls, 

(£ -H. LeBel, ::}Oth June, lSi 5.) 

I:IYER :'IFI~()I~, 

In April last, I )wg',lll 'his SnrYf~y at the cO:Jfl'wuI'" of the riYer Sifrois 
and the t'a~t branch of the 1'1\'('), Rimouski at "",','11 miles forty-three chains 
and a half on the ~aid east hralJch. At seYell chains from' the starting 
point, I discoyered a pretty large lake near the cOlllluence, which I st'aled. 
The banks of this lake are generally low or not \'t'l'y hi~'h and are wooded 
with sprn"e and cedar-th: former pr~domin,ltillg, 

Having completed the scalinQ' of the lake, I continued that of the river 
Sifrois to station num b,>r t\\'enty-~ne, a distall('e of Olle mile forty-two chains 
and eighty-two links from l:le ;,;tartillg point, where it forks. From this 
point, I continued the SlUT y along the right or south branch to its source 
in three lakes, the second of which is of good size, The banks are generally 
low, though broken; but on the fifth mile, there is a high mountain to the 
le~t, co,~ered ,yith II' hi te birch. The banks are generally wooded with 
mIxed tImber-birch, whit~ Lirch, cedar and spruce, grey and red, but the 
grey predominating. 
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After completing this branch, I returned to station number twenty-one 
at the forks aforesaid, and thence carried the scaling along the left or north
east branch to its source in two lakes, beginning at the same time a new 
numbering for the miles. The banks of this branch are also generally low 
and covered with mixed woods, spruce, the grey species, especially, predo
minating. The banks of the first lake is skirted by a mountain clothed 
with mixed timber; those of the second lake are low and covered with 
black spruce. This river, \,hose average breadth is fifty links, is floatable 
along its whole length, and, according to the reports of the limit-explorers 
employed bV the Price firm, 2;j,000 to 30,000 logs may be made on it-about 
one eighth of the quantity being pine. 

I should not omit to mention there is very little cultivable land along 
this river, and, according to the statenvnts of the explorers above mentioned, 
the lands further in the interior are no better, as they are very rocky and 
only support a growth of stunted white birch. 

(L.-H. LeBel, 25th July, 1~71;.) 

RIVER TOULADl AXD IT~ TRIBUTARIES. 

We went to River-du-Loup and thence to the point indicah·d on the 
river Touladi, situated beyond the seigniory of lake Temiscouata, which 
we had to scale. We camped at the starting point of our exploration on the 
river Touladi, which I scaled to the branch of Eagle riyer and Squatook 
river. 

From the forks of said river, I explored four miles to the east. There 
is good land in the two first miles, wooded with mixed tim her of good 
quality, and the surfaee is leyel and free from stoneo:. Th,' third and fourth 
miles are pretty well wooded. but the surface is broken and the soil of 
mediocre character. Oli these four miles, merchantable timber is scarce, 
having been already cut off by the Americans. From the same forks, I 
next explored a mile and a half to the south-west to the summit of a high 
mountain. Along this course, the land is good and wooded with cedar, 
white balsam, maple and birch. From the top of this mountain, in a south
easterly direction, a brule can be seen extending to the head of the first 
Squatook lakes. This brule o~curs between these lakes and the river Touladi 
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on mostly le,-el ground for the greater part of its length and shows no 
merchantable timber in any direction except a few scattered white spruce. 

Leaying the forks, I scaled Eagle rhrer for a distance of four miles and 
then stopped to explore for four mile,; more on each side of the stream to 
the east and west. The first exploration was eastward. The two first miles 
an' le,-el and woodfld 'with birch, balsam, spruce and bouleau. The soil 
is a yellow loam free from rocks. At the beginning of the third mile, we 
cros;ed the riYer du Milieu, and this mile, as well as the fourth, is broken 
and generally wooded ",dth spruce, balsam and boule au. The soil is of 
mediocre quality. The stlcond exploration was to the we"t for a distance of 
four miles, and, along the whole of it, the soil is magnificent, level and 
wooded with spruce, balsam, birch, maple and some scattering white pines. 
In conducting this exploration. logging roads were met with. 

After these two explorations, I continued the scaling of Eagle river to 
Eagle lake. This riYer is still W,ltl'1' along almost its whole narrow and 
tortuous course, \V hi..!l is na ,-iga hI., by canoes. It is bordered by fiats 
\,'ooded with elm and ash, the soil therefore being alluyial and ,eery rich. 
I contillued the :-;I'~llillg of the lake to the liHle riYer St. John, which occurs 
at a mile from the foot of the lake 011 the north-west side. I then scaled 
the rin~r to its source, whi"h is in a 8malllake. 

For three quarters of a mile from its mouth, it is still water anu 
bordered hy flats of l'lm anu ash-thp. remainder being broken by rapids. 
There is eY"1l a line fall at a mill' and a half from the lake, which could be 
utilizeu a,s a ,,'at .. ]' power. The :,,,il is pretty good The merchantable 
timber has disappeared and logging roads are t·) be seen in all directions. 
I then contin u"ll t he sea ling of Eagle lake to its llise ha1'g'e, three miles distant, 
whellce I nwue exploration:-; to the south-east and south-west for a distance 
of four to flYe milt's. I explored first to the south-east. The two first miles 
are pretty flat and the snil is good and generally wooded with hard woods 
of all kinds. At the beginning of tlll' third mile, a branch of the riYer du 
Milieu is met. [t is of good size. At four and a half miles, a yery high 
burnt mountain (,,('ur:;, from the summit of which I discoyered a brule 
extending to a ~Tcat distance. Towa;'ds the north, th.~ ground appeared 
yery level. Towards the north·east, the yiew beyond a mile is cut off by a 
mountain. Towards the south-west. th,~ view ,'xtends yery far and embraces 
some merchantable timber, apart from some bad pines. I then ran the 
second exploration to the north from Eagle lake. The two first miles are 
level and wooded with balsam, cedar and some birch-the soil being of 
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good quality. The third and fourth miles are rolling, but well wooded with 
maple, birch and white balsam. The soil is excellent, but there is no 
merchantable timber except a few scattering white spruces. 

From the head of Eagle lake, I scaled the discharge, which at that 
point takes the form of a brook formed by a small lake four miles further to 
the north-east. This brook is bordered with cedar, tamarac and stunted 
black spruce. The soil is generally mediocre. 

After completing the exploration of Eagle river and lake, we proceeded 
as rapidly as possible to scale the Squatook river and lakes and to explore 
the surrounding country. This work was performed in three sections, the 
first comprising the four Squatook lakes, the second the riYer Squatook and 
the third, great lake Squatook. 

On the first section, in the vicinity of the four lakes, the soil generally 
is broken, but of good quality. The north-west part is well wooded, but 
the south-west has been partly burned OYer. However, some pines of 
inferior quality and some scattered white spruce remain. 

In the second section, the surface is generally rolling, wooded with 
balsam, cedar, spruce and some birch and comparatively free from rocks . 

. Towards the head of the river, very extensive maple groves are encountered, 
but there is no building timber, the pine and spruce haying been cut off. 

In the third section, on each side of great lake Squatook, which I 
scaled, the mountains skirting the lake are wooded with maple for a long 
distance on the south-west side of the lake. On the south-east side, the 
quantity of maple is smaller, and the ground is more broken, though still 
comparatively free from rocks. 

In the fourth section, the discharge of lake Squatook, which I scaled, 
is bordered with very rich alluT'ial flats of ash and elm for a distance of 
about two miles. The stream then changes its course towards the north
west and the mountains come closer. 

On the tops of the mountains, the ground is level and the soil of good 
quality and free from rocks, being wooded with maple, birch and a little 
balsam and spruce. A few pines still remain, but they are of bad quality. 
On the other hand, there is workable spruce on this section. 

CONcLusION.-The conclusion to be drawn from the foregoing is that 
lumbering cannot be carried here with profit and facility; that the soil in 
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O'eneral is <rood and comparatiyely free from rocks; and that hard woods 
:bound, es~ecially maple groves of large extent and superior quality around 
lake Squatook. 

(E. Casgrain, 23rd March, 1872.) 

','<)UNTTIY BETWEEN LAKE SQUATOOK AND MAD.l 'YASKA. 

As the accompanying plan. proces-verbal and field-notes can be referred 
!o for details of the work done and topography of country traversed by our 
line, it is only necessary in this report to make a few remarks on the gene· 
ral features, nature and cavabilities of the country and available means of 
developing them. 

I may in a word express my surprise that such a site for colonization 
should remain so long unnoticed. I have heard a great deal of the Lake St. 
John di~trid, the (lttawa valley, the Eastern Townships, &c., and from time 
to time I have surveyed more or less through each of the said districts, and 
I must say that, for richness of soil, the whole country between lake Squat. 
ouk and the provincial boundary line surpasses any tract of bush land I 
have yet surveyed. 

It is true that in general the land is very uneven; there are no extended 
level flats nor elevated ranges of table land; it may be called a rolling, hilly 
country, but the greatest difference of level between the highest hills and 
deepest "alleys would not here exceed seven or eight hundred feet; and 
strange to say that it is on the highest eleyations we find the best soil and 
timber. 

Generally, north of the St. Lawrence, we find good birch and maple 
on the side hills, but as we approach the summits, at about the same eleya· 
tion as the hills in the Madawaska district, the quality of both soil and 
timber diminishes and on the hill tops we find nothing but stunted spruce, 
fir and bouleau; waile, there, (in Madawaska), bottom flats are covered 
with cedar, birch, beech, spruce and fir are confined to the side hills, and 
the summits are crowned with splendid maple suO'aries throucrh which one 
might drive a carriage without cutting a twig. Some scattering pines are 
to be seen here and there, but the greater part of that timber was cut and 
taken off many years ago. 
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On the side hills in several places, a good deal of the timber is broken 
down, but the trees ha"e fallen so irregularly that it seems to haye been 
caused by sleet rather than by wind storms. 

The soil throughout is heayy clay generally of a greyish blue colour, 
but in some places approaching to yellow. There an' no boulders; some 
detached rocks and stones of a softer nature are yisible here aud there; but 
with the exception of an occasional out-cropping ledge 01'1. the steep side 
hills, there is nothing to hinder the free use of the plough, wh'~n the land 
w~uld be cleared off. 

The alluvium deposits along the Basley brook and Owen's river are 
exceedingly rich; but on approaching lake Squatook, there are some low 
marshes and mudholes, and a portion of the land east of the head of the 
lake has been overrun by fire some years ago and is now covered with a 
second growth of poplar, cherry, hazel and other brushwood. 

The burnt district, however, does not seem to be ,"ery extensi,"e. for, 
from the hills south of the lake, looking north and east. the primitive forest 
timber is discern able, and splendid hardwood hills seem to rise one above 
another as far as the eyp- can reach. 

As to the best mode of de,"elopment of the country within the limits 
of our survey, I should say that a colonization road from end to end along 
our line wonld be "ery adyisable and quite feasible by following' the course 
of the dotted line on the accompanying plan. 

It appears that the Squatook portage could be easily improved to sen"e 
as an outlet, and that a still better outlet could be had in the yicinity of 
Basley lake to strike the Madawaska river midway between the Degele 
and the province line. 

To give a clearer idea of the configuration of the country, I have added 
to the plan an approximate profile of the section traversed by our line, and 
take the liberty to suggest that, if this system was carried out in townships 
and outline surveys, much improvement might be made in the location of 
colonization roads. 

(Henr!l 0' Sullivan, 188:2.) 
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CABANO ROAD. 

The first and second miles of the road run through cultiyated lands; 
but there is still a good deal of standing timber on the second concession. 
This timber is mixed and the soil is mediocre, for the bed of vegetable 
mould, although of good quality, is light and in some places the rock crops 
to the surface, which renders cultivation difficult. The third and fourth 
miles, also occupied, are wooded with maple. The soil is better than on 
the two first and formed of yellow gravelly loam without rocks. The fifth 
mile, wooded with balsam and spruce, is mediocre along the road, but better 
to the north and south. The sixth mile is wooded with maple and its soil 
is excellent. From the seventh to the twelfth mile, the soil is superior, as 
it is largely composed of very rich gravelly grey loam. The thirteenth and 
fourteenth miles ares in maple, spruce and balsam and gravelly yellow 
loam is the most common. The Cabano river traverses the fifteenth mile 
which embraces more mediocre land than any other part of the road. The 
sixteenth and seventeenth miles are wooded with mixed maple, cedar and 
ash on a very rich grey and black soil. To the north of this part of the 
road, there is a large cedar grove extending to the Blue river. The land is 
good, but would require a great deal of work to drain it, as it is very flat and 
in spring the Blue river floods it for a distance of at least ten acres to the 
south. The eighteenth mile traverses broken ground, wooded with mixed 
timber, but the land is good. The north-east part of the nineteenth mile 
is mediocre and would be difficult to cultivate. 

},Iy instructions being to terminate the road at the confluence of the 
Blue ri,'er "'ith the ri,'er St. Francis, I was prevented from doing so by the 
fear that the wat,·r. which floods the banks in the spring for a distance 
ranging between two and fifteen acres, would render the construction and 
maintenance of the road expensive. 

Without delaying the laying out of the Cabano road. I explored the 
land to about the middle of the townships of Packington and Robinson, to 
run a colonization road through there later. From the seventeenth mile, 
this line extends for about seven miles to the south and tra\'erses level 
ground well wooded with maple. The soil is generally grey and yellow 
loam. It 'would be opportune to locate a road at this point and to subdiYide 
the lots, which would be taken up as soon as the line is run. 

The Cabano road traverses one of the finest sections of the COUll try. 
The absence of rocks and stones, even on the surface, is especially notewor-
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thy. Apart from the two mountains of the Cabano, there are no hills 
of sufficient size to impede cultivation. Everywhere maple predominates, 
mixed with cedar and ash. Splendid rivers and numerous brooks drain this 
region, relieving the scenery and contributing to its richness. On the 
Cabano river, there is a strong water power. The branches of the Baker 
river to the south of the Cabano road have also some heavy falls and excellent 
water powers. Lastly, there is no part of the country where the work of 
clearing can be effected at less cost and would yield a greater return to the 
settler than all the territory soutli of the Tache road between lake Temis
couata, the New Brunswick line and the river St. Francis. 

The lands skirting t he lake Temiscouata road are generally not of 
superior quality, but this need not be allowed to frighten the settler as 
to the nature of the lands in the interior. To disabuse his mind on this 
head, he has only to take one of the branches of the Blue rin'r and follow 
it to the river St. Franci:;, He will find the lands of such unifonn goodness 
that he will not hesitate to locate there, with the certainty that the quality 
of the soil will not fail to attract the attention of his fellow countrymen as 
it is attracting that of the Government. In addition to the exploration of 
the road to serye as an outlet for the settlers in the to\vn'Ships of Robinson 
and Packington, I made several others on both sides of the road. All of 
them were satisfactory both as regards the quality of the soil and the faci
lities for cultivation ofierrd to colonization. 

(A.-F. Tdll. 27th January, lSG4.) 

The first mile runs onr rising ground for a distance of 24 chains upon 
an angle of 8 to 1.5 degrees. On the second mile, at 1 chain 20 links, there 
is another ascent of :2 chains, with an angle of :2:jC'. At 23 chains, there is 
still another ascent of three chains, with an angle of 15°, Thus far, the 
wood is mixed and is composed generally of balsam, spruce. birch, cedar, 
and some maple. At 30 chains, there is a descent of 10 chains. In this last 
part, there is a fine hardwood bush running from east to west. The rest of 
this mile is level and the soil generally grey. 

It being impossible to continue any longer on this course, 011 account 
of a large mountain at the end of the 3rd mile, I proceeded in a direction N. 

49 
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450 E. astronomical for a distance of 37 chains; then having secured enougll 
easting to avoid this mountain, I resumed a south course 55° 50' east astro
nomical, which I prolonged to the line between- the townships of Pohene
gamook and Estcourt, a distance of 84 chains. In this part, the land is 
pretty level, and suited to tillage. The prevailing woods are birch, cedar 
and balsam. The soil is generally grey. I then resumed a straight south
east course for a distance of 80 chains G::l links, continuing to always tra
verse good land. Subsequently, I had to change the course several times to 
avoid passing too near a large brook, whose banks are too fiat for bridg
ing. I first went north 5<> 10' west for eight chains fifty-two links and 
then south 59° 50' east for ten chains. At the beginning of this last course, 
I crossed the large brook called the Niger brook. It is fordable. Its course is 
30° west and its breadth forty links. At the extremity of this course, I was 
again obliged to change direction to avoid a cedar swamp. I went north 
760 40' east for 20 chains 45 links. On the last mile, the land is good enough. 
The prevailing woods are spruce, balsam and cedar. Thence, I ran soutll 
55 0 51' east for 38 chains 38 links over level ground well wooded with 
maple and birch. The soil is grey. I next went south 74° 20' east for 91 
chains 62 liuks, meeting everywhere a rich level soil covered with maple 
groHs ; at the end of this course, there is a cedar swamp that could be 
easily drained and sloping towards the south-east for a distance of 40 
chains. The soil is of first quality in this part. 

After the last course referred to, I continued south 79° 50' east for 19 
chains, and thus completed the sixth mile. I then began the seventh mile 
on a course south 11" 50' east for 52 chains 54 links. In starting, there is 
an ascent of six chains on an angle of 12° to 15 Q

• The remainder is level 
and the soil of superior q uali ty, wooded with beech, maple and birch. 
The eighth mile begins with a gradual ascent of 24 chains on an angle of 
4V to 5°, follo\Yed by a descent of 14 chains on a similar angle. This mile, 
like the preYious one, is well wooded with maple, birch and cedar. Among 
these hardwoods, there are splendid maple groyes a little more to the east. 

At this point of my line, there being no further impediment to ruu
ning a due south-e~1st course, I did so for 5 miles and 36 chains as far as 9 
chains on tlw fourteenth mile. The ninth, tenth and eleventh miles are 
very leYeI. The twelfth begins with a descent of 10 chains; the rest of the 
mile is pretty leYeI. The thirteenth mile is rolling. In g'eneral, on these 
fi Ye last miles, the timber consists of spruce, cedar, balsam and birch. The 
soil is cultivable. The trees are very larg-e and tall, ,,,hich is indicative of 
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great force of vegetation, and, from information received from parties who 
have been lumbering in this place for years, the land is not at all rocky. 

On the fourteenth and fifteenth miles, I had to run several courses to 
avoid the channels of the Blue river and to select the highest ground. At 
65 chains on the fifteenth mile, I found a suitable spot to bridge this river, 
whose width there is one chain. The water is two feet deep and the banks 
are from 18 to 24 feet high. 

At 5 chains 23 links on the fifteenth mile. I struck the line of the Cabano 
road lately run by Mr. A. Tetu. And at 23 chains 56 links, I stopped my 
road at the portage 14 chains from the river St. Francis. the point indicated 
in my instructions as the terminus of the line. In this last part, the land 
is excellent for tillage, the soil being also free from rocks. Elm and ash 
abound on the banks of the Blue river. 

To sum up, I firmly helieve that I have judiciously realized the first 
object I laid down for myself in running this line; namely, to give it a 
direction passing through the best settling lands. It is sufficient to atten-
tively read my report to be convinced of this. As for my second object-to 

make the lands more accessible to the pioneers of colonization, I think I 
have also attained it, for, if I have mentioned in my report several ascents, 
some of which are pretty long, it is well to remark that they are not at all 
steep, as indicated by the smallness of their angles of inclination. 

(E. Casgmin, 18th April, 1864.) 

RIVER NOIRE REGION. 

In conformity with the instructions of the Crown Lands' Commissioner, 
dated 22nd December, 1871, to explore the lands embracing the sources of 
the little river Noire, in the townships of Chahot and Painchaud, and 

also to ascertain the value of the soil in those townships, I went on 1st 
March to the 7th and 8th ranges of the township of Pohenegamook by the 
St. Alexandre road to the west of lake Pohenegamook. We explol"f~d six 
miles along a logging road running south south·west and camped on the 
banks of Wild Cat brook, on the 40th lot of the tenth range of the township 
of Chabot. This exploration line is represented on the accompanying plan 
by a red line. To that point, this line traverses splendid land well wooded 



alld free ~rOlll rocks. The pine h:1:- been cut off; only a few' scattering 
white spruces remain; fine first quality cedar, however, is plentiful. 

In continuing this exploration beyond the sixth mile, we reached the 
little river ::\ oire, \Y hich passes on the l::-;th lot of the 9th range of the town
ship of Chabot. It flo'ws at the bottom of a very deep ravine and resembles 
more a brook than a riYel'. Before descending into this gully, we perceived 
the tops of some pines and :'l'rn,'l'S, The cedar is very large and abundant 
along the whole liut', and in ~ome :-:pot~ there are mixed hardwoods, On 
leaying the riYer Noire, we 8kirted the mountain, \'"hich is also \Tery well 
wooded, g"ill!.! towards the south-east. From the top of ~his mountain, the 
yie\\" extelllb Yt'ry far to the south-east and north'east, and some pine and 
spruce of good cJuality can be 8een. "-I' then continued southwesterly for 
two miles o,-er pretty lenl land, meet ill!.!' some hardwood and a good qua
lity of :-:dtJillg soil We then left this to"'nship to enter that of Painchaud, 
VI' hil'h iii wry IL Ollll t ainous and unfavorable to colonization, on account of 
its many layill.,~. "-to continued our route westward for ahout three miles 
and then t']"u"""d a hi!.!h mountain, which enableed us to see for a great 
di:-:tance t(, tIll' south'v:l;;;t and s0uth-wl,:-t of ~aid township. Only a few 
sc :11 kred sprnn':-: wc're uoticed on the flanks of the' mountains. We next 
went down into a rayille, whl're Wl' found a portage road made by the 
Americans running towards the north-north-west, and WI' followed it to 
the Tache road, between The sixth and seventh ranges of said township; 
Bud t hi.~ road contiu uei; by the line of the Tache road to the Government 
road at ~t. Dc'nis, by \\hich we l'ame out on the 13th .;\Ial'(;h instant. 

(', )X('}X"!c ):\.-In the explored part of the township of Chabot, the soil 
is goou, fayorahlc' to colonization and abundantly wooded. But the to\"n' 
ship of Paiuchand ~ .. t'llll'd to us unsuited to settlement, at least the greater 
part of it, for the reason:< already giYen and on account of the stony soil. 
~h·]' .. hantable timber lll:l? be made along the riYer Noire. 

(E. Cu"{!mill, ~3rd March, 187::2.) 



FISH AND GAME. 

S.-\LMON .-\ND SEA-TROl:T RIVERS. 

As, above or west of Quebec, the only rin>r still frequentecl ill any num
bers by the salmon is the ]itCr/lles-Carlier in its lower reaches which an- in 
private hands, the salmon and trout rin-rs, leasable either in whole or in 
part from the Goyernruent of the Proyill<'c by anglers, may be said to lie 
below or east of that city all along both shores of the ~t. Lawrt'llce, Gaspe 
and the Bay des Chaleurs, "Above Quebl'l'''- say" Hovvand, in his 
Emigrant and S;}(I(/sman in Ci//tl/lla, (published in London, in lSili,)-" most 
of the rivers ha\-e been spoiled for salmon; but many thousands of trout 
streams and some hundreds of salmon rivers dis('har~'e their wab'rs into 
the gulf and riv~r St. Lawn'nn'; allu I think I may assert, without fear of 
contradiction, that the anglin~' in Canada is the fin'~st in t Ill' world. On 
each shore of the river, there is hardly a mile of coast lill<' without a river 
or stream. Thousands and thousands of lakes, all of which hold trout, lie 
hidden away in the forest; in the majority of them perhaps a fly 11;1" never 
been cast. 'l'rout fishing on hundreds, I may say on thousands, or charming 
riYers and bkcb i" open to everyone. And und.er bett,>r regnlations there 
would be salmon fishing for every Oanadian angler awl for l>,-er~- yi"j tor to 
the country, at a tithe of the expi>n,;,~ of Sent,·1t or Irish salmon fishillg
and such salmoll fishing' 1 Not pulling from bank to bank of a d.nll ,;tagnant 
river with line" trailing after the boat, but casting' into magllifi'l'llt rapid 
streams, in which the water, clear as crystal, is now lashed in t() foam over 
a rocky ledge, now rested for a few moments in an eddying pool dotted 
over with foam bells, from thence to plnn~'e headlong into a llarrow gorge, 
and to pause ag·.:in and. again in pools wher8 there is end lei-;:'; diversity of 
fishing water, and endless charms of forest and monntain, of rock and river. 
The banks of th·~ ri,'ers are all beautiful; in some places clad with forest, 
they rise gently from the riyer's edge, in others they take the form of rocky 
terraces, many hundred feet in heig'ht, risin~' abruptly from the water. 
Some of the No,'a-Scotial1 ri,'ers resemble the ~i'otch in color, but the bulk 
of the Canadian (Province of Qnebec) riYers, almost all those thlr flow into 
the St. Lawrence, are very bright and clear. There is no plonghed land, 
no drains, and very few bogs to discolor their waters. Their sources are 
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in the primawal forest or in the bare, rocky hills of Labrador and Gaspe. 
Sitting on a high bank on one of these ri,ers, when the sun is high, we 
can see eyery pebble in the bottom and count e,'ery salmon and trout. In 
the fishing season, there are yery few of the dark, cloudy days that the old 
country angler is fayored with. The Canadian sun has a knack of shining 
nine days out of ten or nineteen out of hyenty in summer. Fortunately the 
banks o'f most Canadian riYers are high and often precipitous, so that the 
stream is in shade up to nine or ten o'clock in the morning and again from 
four o'clock in the afternoon." This description of the Quebec salmo:u and 
trout riYers, drawn from the personal observation of an experienced angler, 
is neither exaggerated nor oyer colored, as eyery one knows who has e,er 
yisited them. 

NORTH SHORE BELOW QUEBEC. 

'I'll<' Jlul/{/lIofl'I/'!J is the first stream of any angling importance, which 
enterl" the ~L Lawrence on the north shore bl'low Quebec, from which the 
celebrated Falls at its mouth are only distant some six miles. It is, of 
course, impassable for salmon on account of these Falls, which are higher 
than tholSe of ~iagara; but, though its lower reaches have been greatly 
fished for many years, owing to their proximity to the city, it is still a 
famous trouting riyer, yery heayy fish being taken out of it at times. It is 
also remarkable for the gameness and beauty of its trout. For some 18 or ~o 
miles of the lo"er part of its course, it runs through a settled district. 
Naturally this portion has been the most fished. But, above this, its rapid 
flow for ~i)1Ill' 40 nliles from its headwaters in ~1l0\\' lake, an extensi,e sheet 
of "\\';Iter famous for itE immense grey trout (touladi) and speckled trout, as 
well as for the numberR of caribou that frequent it in winter, is wholly 
through the wilderness, where it is leasable. Its upper waters can be 
reached either from Laval by canoe or bv the colonization road from Stone
ham and Tl'wkesbury. 

The .~te. Anile du Nord falls into the St. Lawrence, some 18 miles lower 
down than the Montmorency, betvveen the parishes of La Bonne Ste. Anne 
and St Joachim. It 'was formerly in high repute as a salmon river, but 
unfortunately enjoys this reputation no longer owing to the destructive 
practices, \\' hich have deplected its waters. Efforts al e beinO' made to 

I:> 
restock it. Aboye the Falls, which are some two or three miles from its 
mouth and of the most romantic character, it is good for trout. It is easily 
reached either by waggon, steamer or rail from Quebec. 
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The Rwiere du Gouifre, the next in order, falls into Bay St. Paul, some 
40 miles below Quebec. It was formerly a good salmon riYer, but has 
much deteriorated. The scenery is grand beyond measure. The course of 
the river is circuitous and much broken by rapids, which are difficult to 
ascend. It is fed by a number of lakes, all of which abound with trout and 
are leasable. 

The Murray River joins the St. Lawrence near that favorite watering 
place, Murray Bay, some 90 miles from Quebec, and is remarkable for the 
beauty of its scenery. It "as formerl y called by the inhabitants La Rivi'!re 
Saumonee from the immense quantities of fish that used to be taken in the 
bay and riYer. The late Mr. R. Nettle, Superintendent of Fisheries for 
Lower Canada, in his work on the" Salmon Fisheries of the st. Lawrence," 
says of this river: "I have been informed by John Nairn, Esq, seignior of 
Malbaie, that from 200 to 300 fish were netted at a tide, and that he himself 
had killed about 50 fish in three or four days with fly." Since those days, 
the reputation of the Murray riYer as a salmon stream has sadly fallen off, 
but it still furnishes fair sport occasionally and its fish usually run heayy. 
Its upper reaches, which are alone leasable and now leased at a rental of 
$50,-the lower parts of the riYer flowing through seigniorial lands-are 
not frequented by the salmon, but are still famous for the abundance and 
large size of their trout.. In 1887, guardian Boily reported as follows in 
regard to them: "Trout in abundance and of large size." 

The Canard and Noire are two small streams entering the St. Lawrence 
between Murray Bay and the mouth of the Saguenay, but thq are of little 
moment, though salmon have been taken in t.em. 

The Saguenay, the grand, the chief tributary of the St. Lawrence, so 
noted for its sublime and picturesque scenery-though one of the greatest 
salmon rivers in the world-is of no angling importance, except for sea 
trout, as the royal fish do not rise to the fly in its dark, deep waters. But 
as a nursery for the salmon, tew rivers can equal it. ~ufficient spawn could 
be preserved in its numerous tributaries alone to stock the whole river 
with myriads of the finny tribe. On its downward course from Lake St. 
John, it receives the waters of over 30 considerable affiuents, in most of 
which salmon were formerly taken. However, the same causes which have 
led to the destruction of the fisheries elsewhere hold good on this river. 
But there are still many of its branches, beautiful streams, up which the 
fish make their way to spawn and which afford splendid sport to the 
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angler. Foremost among these may be placed the following, which are 
accessible by steamer four times a week from Quebec 

The Little Saguenay, a fine salmon stream, falling into the main river 
on the north-west side, not far from its mouth. and actually under lease 
until 1890 at an annual rental of $3-1:.5. It was visited in 1885 by Mr. D.-C. 
Mackedie. the official inspector of the department, who reported upon it 
as follows: ., The Little Saguenay flows through the townships of Sagard 
and Dumais, falling' into the Sag'ul'nay about :20 miles above the mouth of 
the latter. None of the ~ands on its banks are!:,T:lll teu or even sun-eyed, 
exc.:pt a strip of about half a mile in length on the left bank near the 
mouth. A couple of settlers named Tremblay anu Girard have a few acres 
of land under cultivation on the banks of the river some distance above the 
Price property. A comfortable fishillg' lodge, with outbuildings, stands in 
a pll'asant situation about four miles from the rin'r's mouth. Some four 
miles further up, there is a fall, or rather there are two falls, the lower about 
20 feet high, sloping; the upper about 50 feet ia height, perpendicular. 
Salmon are thus, of course, limited to the lower ,'i~ht miles of the river. 
Within this distan:e, there are 10 or 1:2 pools availablt~ for the use of the 
lessee, besides one or two in front of the patented !alids. I was told that 
there is S'ood brook-trout fishing to he had above t ~h' falls. The lessee, who 
was on the riYer at the time of my visit, informed me that he was tolerably 
satisfied ,yith the sport it had afforded him this y~ar, and, as he now keeps 
it carefully guarded, there is reaRon for anticipatiug a steady increase in the 
number of fish frequenting it." In 18>::.j, the largest fish taken by the 
lessee weighed :2.) Ibs and the smallest S 1 Ibs, the average weight being 
17~ Ibs. In1:-:8i, the lessee did not fish the river, hut the guardian reported 
" a hr~·.'r number of salmon than the pre\-ious ye;lr observed on the spawn
ing beds; hrook trout in abundance." 

The St. Julin (L'Anse St. Jean), another stream discharO'inO' from the 
'" '" north-west sidp of the Saguenay, affords tolerable rod fishing for salmon, 

as well as excellent trout fishing, It takes its rise in little lake St. John, 18 
miles from its mouth, and empties into L'Anse:-;t. Jean. In its course, it 
receives the ,Yaters of the rivers dn Portage and Dn }Ionlin. besides those 
of great lac des Islets, lac a la Balle, lac it l'Ours and lac Grenouilles. In 
his report for IS"-), the inspector, }Ir. Mackedie, reported of this riYer: 
., The RireJ' St. Jean (Saguenay) 11<')ws through the townships of Ducreux 
and St. Jean, falling into the Saguenay about tw"nty-six miles abon the 
month of the latter. The lands on it.s banks for over nine miles from its 
mouth, or the whole length of its course through Lhe township of St. Jean, 
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are surveyed.; most of them are occupied, and several lots are patented. 
Near the mouth stands a large saw-mill, the sawdust from which is not 
allowed to pass into the river, but is carefully deposited in immense heaps 
on the bank. Most of the angling in this river is done in a pool just below 
the mill, lying within the lands patented as a mill·site. There are only 
three pools between this and the first fall, a distance of five miles. Two of 
these appear by the map of the river to be in front of ungranted lands. Th~ 
fall referred to is about fifteel) feet in height and impassable for salmon, 
but they get above it when the river i" high by taking ad,antage of some 
natural basins in the rock at olle side. I understand, howeyer, that there is 
no fishing done above this fall. Th,· salmon frequenting this river nm 
from twelve to twenty-two pounds iil weight." In 1887, the guardian 
reported: "Noticed at least 1.50 salmull on the spawning beds." This river 
is actually under lease to Senator E.-J. Price, the owner of the mill at the 
mouth, at a rental of $150 per annum. 

The Etemit!/, which falls into the ~agnenay higher up on the same side 
near the celebrated Cape of the same, i.,; also a salmon stream and \Va,,; under 
lease until a few years since. 

The River d Mars, another north-west tributary of the ~~lg\1l'nay, falling 
into Ha! Ha! Bay. Mr. Mackedie reported of this river in 1.'-):-;5: "The 
river a Mars, another tributary of the ~ag'nellay, flows through the 
township of Rlgot, falling into Ha' Ha! Bay. Though not so consider
able as the St. Jean, it appears to he hr!Lt'Jr stocked with fi:"h It also con
tains a much larger number of pools, .0m,) eighteen hadng been pointed 
out to me, most of them in front of lands patented or SO~)ll to be so. Some, 
however, lie beyond the surveyed bad", llotably Olle in front of the 
land on which a fishing·lodge is bailt, about eight Illiles from the bay. 
This is one 9f the best pools in the ri \'er, and at the time of my visit, it 
appeared to be swarming with fish, which were snpposed to number 
several hundred." The largest salmon canght in it that year by the lessee, 
Senator Price, weighed ~J lbs and the smallest 10 lbs, the average of his 
catch being nearly l:2t Ibs. The rent actually paid for this river i~ $~:35 
per annum. At the head of the river :l. Mars are a multitude of splendid 
trout lakes, and its own waters also abound with trout. 

The B-te. Marguerite (en haut) is one of the chief tributaries of the 
Saguenay, which it enters from the north-east side about 18 miles above 
Tadousac. At a short distance from it" mouth, it divides at the forks into 
two arms known respectively at the north-east and the north-west branches, 
each of which form a considerable river. They take their rise in the moun-
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tainous region bordering the Saguenay and flow through a c01.lntry remark
able for the wildness and grandeur of its scenery. The Ste. Marguerite is 
particularly famous for the abundance and large size of its salmon, which 
ascend its branches for fully 60 miles. Lemoine, in his P&heries du Canada, 
tickets it as follows: "Principal affiuent of the Saguenay. Trout and salmon 
in abundance either for fly or net." Rowand, in his Emigrant and Sportsmall 
ill Canada, thus refers to it: " Near the mouth of the magnificent S3guenay, 
to which comfortable steamers run three times a week from Qnebec, is one 
of the best rinrs in Canada, viz, the Ste. Marguerite. It is rented by the 
proprietor of the Russell House (St. Louis Hotel), Quebec, on lease to the 
year 1883, at a yearly rental of $.')55. The lessee has furnished cottages on 
the river, which he lets to anglers at 850 per week up to the 10th August, 
and at 835 per week after that date up to the close of the season. The right 
of angling is attached to the cottages, canoe men and food being extras. 
S~tlmon ayeragL' about 16 Ibs in the Ste. Marguerite and as many as 300 
fish are taken in the season. The sea trout fishing is also capital.'· In 1875, 
)Ir. Gagnon, land surveyor, reported of it that it abounded "ith the finest 
salmon and trout; and Mr. Mackedie, the official inspector, wrote of it in 
1~8.j : "The north-west and north-east branches of the Ste. Marguerite are 
two riYers of considerable size, which rise in unsur,eyed lands in the county 
ofChicoutimi, meet in the township of Albert, in the county of Saguenay and, 
after Howing together for about a mile and a half, fall into Ste. Marguerite 
bay, which again opens into the Saguenay ri,er, about eighteen miles above 
the mouth of the latter. The tide flows to a point about three-eighths of a 
mile aboye the head of the bay. Some of the lands fronting on the river 
bd\\,L'en tidal-water and the junction of the two branches are occupied and 
cultiyated, but none are granted, except two lots on the north-west side, 
which WI'rL' patented in 1871 to the Hon. D.-E. Price. Salmon frequent this 
rin'r in large numbers. There are two good pools in front of ungranted lands 
on the north-wc&t side. The North- West B,.anch flows through the townships 
ofSt. Germain, Champigny, La Brosse and Albert. It contains some thirty 
pools between the lower and upper forks, a distance of about twenty-six 
miles. Some ofthese are in front of the lands patented to the Hon. D.-E. Price 
and Mr. W. Russell, but the greater part of them are within ungranted lands. 
This river seems more subject to change in the number and position of 
pools than any other I have yisited. Se,eral places, formerly considered 
good pools, have been filled up with sand and gravel carried down by 
freshets. New pools are, however, frequently discovered, and the formation 
of others may be promoted at little expense. Six commodious cottaO'es have 
been built at convenient points along the river upon th3 patented lands 
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above mentioned, and so furnished as to render it unnecessary for anglers 
going there to provide themselves with tents, bedding, or cooking 
apparatus. There appeared to be a greater number of fish in the river 
this year than usual, and the average size of those taken was larger 
than has been the case for seven or eight years back. The North-East 
Branch, although rather larger than the other, is of much less value for 
angling, being obstructed within five miles from the forks by a steep 
fall of oyer forty feet in height. It contains only about a dozen pools, 
and two-thirds of these lie within or in front of patented lands. The 
present lessee of the public portion of the river will probably end':aYor to 
form some artificial pools in front of ungranted lands. He has had an ice
house constructed near the forks. and intends, I ~)elieve, to haye a dwel
ling-house built next year. Haying carefully examined the fall aboye
mentioned, I think it would be quite possible, and not expensi\'e, to make 
a way for salmon to pass above it, hy cutting a series of basins in a part of 
the ruck and placing a fish-ladder oyer another part. This would open a 
fine stretch of some 1G miles of run, ,,-here the fish would find new and 
more extensive spawning grounds, and make this branch, almost, if not 
quite, as valuable as the N. \Y. branch" Since 1.').'):3, the North-West 
branch has been under lease to the Ste. J\IRl'g'uerite Salmon Club, at an 
annual rental of $310, and the North East branch to W. J\I. Brackett, Esq., 
the celebrated American artist, at a rental of $ E~O. The hE!'est fish taken 
on the N. W. branch in 1888 weighed :28 Ibs, and on. the N. E. branch 
20-the smalleE.t being 10 and 121bs. respectively. In 18').5. one weighing 
33 1bs was killed in the former, and one of 27 Ibs. in the latter. 

The following can be easily reached 1)), schooner, ya"ht, or fortnightly 
eoasting steamer : 

The Little and Great Bergeronnfs, which run parallel and lie in close 
p},oximity to each other, are the first streams of any size or note on the 
north shore below the Sagl1enay. The former is a fair salmon and trout 
rive!, and the latter a good trout stream. 

The Great ESCOlllllaills is one of the large und important ri,-ers of the 
north shore and was once a falllous salmon stream, but its ch:mlder, in 
this respect, has almost, if not wholly, departed. Its upper waters, however, 
still abound with trout. It falls into the f,t. Lawrence about :2:3 miles 
below Tadousac, and is a cold, clear and rapid river, abounding in rapids 
and deep po(i)ls. 

The Sault-au-Cochon is a fine tl'GlUt stream, hut high falls near its mouth 
bar the upward pa'lsage of the salmon. 
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The SI/Itlt-rll/' JIouton, a little further down, partakes of the same 
character. 

The Por/nellj, which is a considerable stream, still affords good sport. 
It is said to be a very pleasant river to fish with the fly. Up to the first 
falls, it s\"ums with tront and is frequented bV salmon for several miles 
hi~'her up. 

The Laval, which falls into the St. Lawrence 60 miles below Tadousac, 
and which is at present undpr lease to Sir R.-"\V. Cameron, at a rental of 
$i;j, is a fine salmon stre~I:11. In IS:;", th~ late Snp~rintendent Nettle 
reported that he had explored it for some distance up and found it well 
stocked with salmon and trout of a large size and fine quality. He adds: 
"The produce of the net fishing at the 1110uth of the river averages from 
800 to !I(II) salmon of the la.g,,~t description, aV'erage weight being ::l0 Ib5., 
but sometimes they weigh Ii':; Ibs. The se~l trout fishin~' is almost incredible 
and of a superior quality. TIle falls on the Laval ri,'er are about :!.i miles 
from the mouth." The Lava; is a wild and pictnresq ue stream, alternating 
with ~'elltle rapids and deep, llitlTOW pools. 

The Colombier is a small. but promising salmon stream. falling into the 
St. Lawrence near Cape C Jloll1bieJ'. j1r. D.·C. }Ial'kedie, of the Crown 
Lands Department, reported with regard to it in l~S!, "[ went (August 
::lIst) in my canoe to examine the ri \'cr Colombier, which had been spoken 
of in the department as likely to affonl good fishing. The water was very 
low, and the course of the 1'; \"d' mn.·h obstructed by Hoating wood, so that 
it "was impradicabl." except lur a mnch smaller canoe than I had with me. 
I saw no "icm of salmon and \"t'ry few sea tront, bnt I noticed two or three 
places within the lowest mi1:~ of the ri,rer in which I think salmon "ollld 
be taken with th,~ fly early 0'1 the spason. A th0rongh pxamination made 
in June or July next wont,l probably "how the Colombier to be worth 
lea~ill~·." Lemoine describes the ColombieI' as good for salmon. 

The Blrlllclie, which is :1 neighbor of the Colombier, is a small, but 
beautifnl stream, but unim ;)nrtant to-day as a salmon riYer, though' de
scribed by Lemoine, in his P';I-/ll}neS du Canarla, as good for salmon. It is, how
eyer. yct capital for trout. 

The Plot'a, another stn'.Lm in the same Yicillity, does not differ mate
rially from the last. 

The Eel.'irlllli/, or Bersillli; is, after the ~a~'uellay, one of the largest and 
most important rivers of the north shore of the St. Lawrence, with a great 
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depth and volume of water, and drains a vast extent of country still wholly 
in the state of wilderness, except at the river mouth, ,:vhich is the rallying 
point for the Indians of the coast, and where there are an important trading 
post and mission. It falls into the 8t. L:lwrence ahout 7n miles below 
Tadousac and ::WO below Quebec. It takes its rise in the reO'ion of the 

<:> 

northern height (If land between the province of Quebec and the old 
Hudson Bay territory, and, in its course to the sea, a total length of about 
260 miles, it receiYes the contributions of numerous streams, which may he 
da8sed as ri \-ers, and many lakes of considerable extent, including among 
others lakes Pipmaukan, ;iO miles, and Nikoukamiau, 13 miles. '" ho,';e waters 
abound with speckled trout, large lake trout (tuilladi), pike, white fish, &c. 
The rivtlr itself is also well stocked with fish, but according' to the report 
of surveyor T. Casg-rain (page .)~IO), the salmon do not ascend beyond the 
fall, forty miles aboyp the St. LawrcncI'. In his "Pecheries d u Canada, " 
Lem.ine describl's the Ben,imis " as a Y:lst riYI'j' with charming :';('I'IlI'l'\' and 
numerous affluent:-, filled with huge trout, but which only rise to the 11y on 
the affiuents." In H,'i8, thp late Mr. R. Ndtle, ~uperintcndent of Fisheries, 
wrote as fo11ovl's of the Bersimi:-;: "The Dersimis RiYel' is second only to 
the Saguenay, and the next large:-t on thi> north SllOl'l" abounding with 
salmon of the largest size and in the greate:-;t ahundance. No nets are set 
in thIS river, aDd one reason of my going up was to see if it were not pos
sible to be netted; the Saguenay is netted at se,-eral points, and I thought 
it strange that the Bersimis conld not be made ayailable for nets. Aug. 14th, 
arrived at the falls this morning. They are about 30 feet high and fall into 
a bay of aboHt a mile ill circumference, in the centre of which are several 
islands. I was snrprised to find about a hundred seal:-; plunging about in 
search of their prey. Tlll'y an' the gr"atest enemy the salmon "~lll havl', 
and whoever may lease this or any other river where i;l'als frequt.'ut would 
do well to exterminate them. No salmon can get up these falls. All the 
fish in the Bersimis must be in the main riyer and tributaries from the fall 
downwarns. Having gained all possible information, we then commenced 
to descend, arriving at the :L\ipewicav\'counanan, and, as our guide informed 
us that the salmon went up this branch to spawn, we went some way up. 
No ri\'er could be better adapted for the spawning of salmon; fine pools 
and grayelly shoals. Here must indeed be the breeding ground of the 
Bersimis and should be kept as such." Speaking of this bralll'h, Lemoine 
in his" l'echeries du Canada, " describes it as follows: "Tributary of the 
Bersimis; a fairy-like stream with cascades; a terrestrial paradise for ily 
fishers." Another writer says: "With the single exception of the Moisic, 
the Bersimis, which is a lovely river, breeds the largest salmon 011 the coast." 
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The JIissiljl/illai.:, Papinac/tois, Outardes, St Pancras and other streams 
falling in somewhat lower down, afford no spawning grounds for salmon, 
as these migratory fish, cannot ascend the high falls near their mouths, but 
large quantities of sea trout frequent their estuaries and speckled trout 
abound in their upper waters. 

The JIlln/col/llgllil, the next river of importance, is one of the large rivers 
of the coast, but is not a salmon stream in the proper sense of the term, 
these fish being preven ted from ascending it by a fall of 200 feet high at 
its mouth. At 20 leagues from the st>a, however, the Godbout and Mani
couaguu communicate by means of a lake of 3 leagues in circumference, and 
the salmon found in the Manicouagan reach it through this lake. 

The JIistass/ni, from 35 to 40 miles lower down, is not a large stream 
and does not hold very heavy salmon; but they are tolerably fine fish and 
the casts are clean and numerous. 

The BrrSf'ie or Sheldrake empties just below the preceding and is of 
much the same description. 

The Godbol/t, one of the most famous rivers of the coast, is the next in 
order, about 15 miles further down, or about :250 miles from Quebec. The 
privilege of fishing its sparkling waters is unlet at present, though it 
continues highly reputed for the abundance and excellence of its fish, as 
well as the sport they afford. In 1858, according to the late Superintendent 
Nettle, the Godbout yielded about 1,:2.50 salmon to the Hudson Bay Com
pany ; other parties had taken about 100, and the bay nets had given about 
2,000. In 1S81, it yielded to the fly about 164 fish, of a total weight of 
~,377 Ibs, the largest weighing 30 Ibs., and the average weight being 
Hi Ibs. Rowand in his Emigrant loul 8;l()dlllllll in Canada, says of the 
Godbout: "Great numbers of fi~h are killed in this stream, sometimes 500 
in one month, bnt the size is small, viz 1:2 lbs. Salmon run up to a distance 
of about SO miles." 

The Little Trillil,1J follows, and is a good salmon and trout ri \rer. The 
gnardian reported in 1S-\7: "More salmon and trout have run up this year 
than last. The lessee, (Mr. Machin, Assistant Provincial Treasurer, who 
leases it at 8:211 per annum from the Government,) did not fish himself; his 
friends took 4 salmon and 5 doz. trout. The salmon mil from:3 to 20 1bs. 
and the tront up to 6 Ibs. The latter are of two kinds, salmon-trout and 
sea- trou t." 
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The Trinity River, 278 miles from Quebec, is a rapid stream, abounding 
with salmon and trout. In the past, it was greatly injured by excessive 
netting at its, mouth and the desultory and destructive fishing of its 
upper waters, but it is now rapidly recuperating. Mr. Whitcher examined 
this river in 1858 and reported that he had found it physically well 
adapted for salmon. And he added: "The sea trout frequenting it 
are of large size, firm in flesh and of uncommon fine flavor. More 
pleasant tasted and nutritious fish food I seldom have eaten." In 
1885, Mr. Mackedie visited it for the department and reported: "The 
Trinity appeared to me to be rather more considerable than ei ther branch 
of the Marguerite (Saguenay.) It appears, from reports made to the 
department, to be fairly well stocked with ,salmon, of a size that affords 
very satisfactory sport, and is notable for the number and size of the sea. 
trout frequenting it. It flows entirely through vacant Crown lands, and 
is easily reached by yacht from Tadousac, or, with more certainty as to 
time, by steamer from Quebec. For these reasons I think it should, if pro· 
perly guarded and not over·fished during the next four years, fetch, when 
next offered to public competition, a much higher rental than is at present 
paid for it. " It is actually leased to Mr. Gilmour at a rental of $105. Mr. 
Gilmour's score during a short visit in 1888 was 51 salmon, weighing a 
total of 607 lbs., and an average of 13 Ibs, the largest fish turning the scales 
at 16 lbs., and the smallest weighing 91 lbs. The guardian's report for the 
same season was as follows: " Salmon as plentiful as last year; larger, hut 
not rising so well to the fly, so that the number taken by angling was less 
this year. Believes this was owing to the lowness of the water. Numbers 
of young salmon (grilse) ascended the river." The river is also frequented 
by sea and salmon trout, the latter in great abundance and of larger size 
than usual. 

The Pentecost, which is the next in succession, about 300 miles from 
Quebec, is also a river frequented by salmon and sea trout. It is a full, 
swift stream and gives excellent fishing, especially trout. 

The Calumet and Little Marguerite, in the same neighborhood, bear about 
the same character. 

The Ste . .i.1Illrglierite (en bas), which falls into the St. Lawrence, a short 
distance above the Bay of Seven Islands, is a considerable ri,"er, being navi
gable for schooners and barges up to the first rapid, and, in its long course, 
receiyes the waters of numerous lakes and tributaries. Between the first 
rapids and the Grand Portage, there are 25 salmon pools. Besides salmon, 
the Ste. Marguerite contains grey trout, pike, white fish, shad, &c. The 
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late Superintendant Nettle said of this river: "The river Marguerite is a 
fine stream and, though only 30 barrels of salmon were taken this season, 
(1858) I aln conyinced it would produce a great many mQre, if fished 
properly. The trout are of the finest quality (silver trout)." 

The )lIoisil" or ilJisteshejil1 Rit'er, thp, " Great River" of the Montagnais 
Indians, is another of the great north shore tributaries of the St. Lawrence, 
and one of the best salmon streams in the world, being specially noted for 
its heavy fish. It is described in the late Commander Fortin's report for 
18Gl-62, as 011<' of the best stocked on the north shore, and as having been 
fished by the Hudson Bay Co. from the time when the Company became 
the lessp(' of the King's Posts. In 18.)9, the whole of the estuary part was 
leased to Mr. John Hollidav, of Queb,·c, for the sum of $1,800, whilst the 
flm'ial diviE'ion was rented for fly-fishing to ~Iessrs. Williams & Bacon, of 
Boston, for $4(11;. In 1:--:1;:2, :'Ir. Holliday took 5i6 barrels of salmon and 
Messrs. Williams & Bacon caught with the fly ;~O" fish, equal to 1-!~. barrels. 
In 1S7:3, :'T,·:',-r". Ogilyie and Turner, who angled the Moisic, took :21 i 
salmon in the :,;hort space of three weeks, the largest fish weighing 37t lbs. 
In all, :2i!1 fish were killed with the fly in the river that seaSOH, their 
aggTl'g'ale \wig'ht being OVer 4,.500 lbs. In 1'-'81, the lessee of the fluvial 
diyision reporteJ his catch with the tiyat :24 salmon, total weight, 2,!11;7Ibs" 
:tY('rag'e weight :2i;i lbs., !:trg"st fish 42 lbs., smallest 15 lbs. The upper 
part of the :'.Toi:-;ic is actually under l,'ase at an annual rental of BI05. 

Trullt Eil't!', (a la 1mitel, i miles below the Moisic, is unimportant as a 
salmon ri\"er, as these fish do 110t pas:,; abo"e the falls at its mouth; but, as 
its HallW indicah.;, iT is famous for its trout. Fishing, howevl'r, in it is not 
yeryearly. 

The NWlltOIl empties into the gulf of St. Lawrence, a short distance 
below the Bay of ~"\""ll Islands. This large riwr boa~ts one of the finest 
waterfalls in North Aml'ri('a at two miles from its mouth. The whole body 
of water in the river, which is of yery considerable Yolume, falls perpendi
cularly in an unbroken sheet from a ledO'e of rock llD feet in heiO'ht, 

0, 0 

and the surrounding hills, perpendicularly scarped and in part crowned 
with fir and spruce trees, present a picture equalling in picturesque 
beauty anything of the kind to be found in Canada Owing to the obstruc
tion offered by this fall, salmon cannot ascend to the upper reaches of the 
river, but they frequent thp estnary, as do also large sea trout. The river 
:tboye the falls abounds in speckled trout of great size. Actually unleased 
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The St. John (north &hore) flows through the Laurentide mountains 
and falls into the g'ulf of St. Lawrence about 711 miles below the river 
Moisic It is a large and excellent ~almon river. In his official report on 
this riYer for 18G7, Commander Tetu, of the Go,'ernment schooner La Crma
dien/le, says: "The salmon fiEhing a1so had been good and altogether it 
had been many years ~ince there had been such good fishing in the St. 
John. In obedience to orders from the department, :\11'. Beaubien had gone 
far up the St. John ri"er, accompanied by a miner and had sue"'ceue(l in 
blowing up a rock several tons weight, whi,>h had until then pr"sellted an 
almost insurmountabh~ obstacle to the ascent of :-;almoll to the spawning 
beds of this beautiful ri,'er, and. in the attempt to g'et over which, thousands 
of that fish had lost their li\'es, for, when the water was low, there was to 
be seen, below the rock in question, a cavity seyeral feet in diameter, \Y hich 
was invisible ,,,hen the water \"as high, and into which fell all the poor 
salmon that did not succeed in leaping,the JOc'k. and once ill, th,!~' eould 
not get out and soon died or lW"aIll8 a prey to the b,~al:", wh,), when the 
water was low, ventured a~ lar a~ this spot, ,·all,_·(l th,! '-!/fl/ul/ere. alld 
devoured all the fish to b" kmnd there. On the () .. ea~ion of hi" t'xpedition 
to the c/l((lIlliht', Mr. Beaubien found from ;2.) to ;JII dead SalmO!l in it, and 
the remains of mallY more on the rocks arollnd, whither they had been 
dragged by the hear,~. The effect of the bla:-;t ha~ bpen :-m..]l that salmoG 
"'ill now be able to ascend it without dang'er, the ,,,hole of th,! ~ide of the 
dWl/iliere having been blown away." In his report for 1S7;3, the 
fishery overseer of the :Mingan diyi:.;ioll, r,·pol'(.o,l that the net fishill~' 

of the St John riYer had yi(' J cll'd that season 4,11~1) ~allllon, w' ·iglti IIg' 
53,214 Ibs, and anl'<lQing 13( Ibs. per fish and that 147 fish, w,·i~hillg' 

18951bs and averaging' 13 Ibs, had bpen taken with till' 11r. At the sam,· 
time, he adds: " Althoug'h the pools were fnl! of fish, yet the water wa" quitl' 
low and \'er)' cle:u, so that the .tish ~would only take the lly on n'ry dull 
days." ::'11', O.-E. Forgues, prodncialland SlU\"'Y(Jr, who yi:-;ited the' ~t. John 
in 1885, reported as follows: (P'I~'" G(13) "I haye rea~on to helieye, frolll 
what I saw, and from the opinion of a lllan who ar:t'0ll1pani,'(l lUi', who 
understands such matters, that this ri\'er is much frequeut,·tl by salmon. 
The pools are marked Oll th,' ma~) submitted 11\- lU" to the tI"parl men~. 

There is no oh.~taele to pre"ent .~allllon J'J',)tn enterillQ' tili" ri"er I W'~I:-; lint, 
however, able to e:-;tablish their l)r'· . ..;'·n'·" lll)-.~,·lf, :1."; th,' season was 1<'1) far 
advanced; they had all gon,· abll\'" the falb. :SOllle' anc;'lvl':';, who ha",~ 
leased the right of rod fishing' at the hdb, holH' taken as many a:, :.!.7 salmon 
in h\'o days. This is sufficient to indicat,· that the fblt mu:.;t haye' been 
plentiful. The bt John has for years pa.'l lw,'u one 01' the best pr'!.;l:'lTecl 

50 
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rivers in the province." It is at present under lease at an annual rental of 
$205-the lessee's catch during the season of 1888 being 72 salmon of a total 
weight of 1,13:3! Ibs .. and an average weight of LSi- Ibs., the largest fish 
caught weighing 26 lbs. 

The JJfagpie is a rapid little ri,er, with a good reputation as a salmon 
and trout stream. 

The .JJingwl. about 90 miles below Trout river, is also one of the prin
cipal rivers of the north shore, trawrsing the Laurentides from north-east 
to south-west and falling into the St. Lawrence. It is nayigable for light 
canoes up to the foot of the Grand Rapid, a distance of about 9 miles, but~ 
above that, the navigation is obstructed by impassable rapids. It is famed 
for the abundance and large size of its salmon. The late Mr. Richard 
Nettle, Superin tenden± of Fisheries for Lower Canada, includes it among the 
best salmon rivers in the country in his work on ,. The Salmon Fisheries 
of Canada," and ~Ir. Lemoine states that it is good both for net and :/lv, and 
that the pool" al ways contain heavy salmon. The late Commander Fortin 
states that Mr. :McFarlane, who angled the Mingan for a few days only 
during the season of lR73. caught 1.5/ salmon and 250 large trout. Mr. 
surveyor Forgues, in his report of 1885 on the :'IIingan river, adds the 
following testimony as to its excellence: ., J udgiug from what I could see~ 
salmon are very abundant in this .riYer. I cannot say how many were 
taken this year, for the fishermen seem interested in not letting the truth 
be known. From the mouth of the river to the first fall, the pools, marked 
on the plan. are 110t first daf.;s, but those higlwr up are superexcellent. The 
reason is ob,ions. '1~he ilalmon, haying overcome the first fall, seC'k a 
resting plate. The height of the ~maller fall is only from four to six feet. 
\"hil" that (,j' the fin,t fall is oYer forty-six (46,1'-) feet. From the number 
of falls men tiolH'd,' it might be sn pposed that little would be gained ill 
goillg as far ;11' the Grand Rapid. The portages, however, are so easv and 
~o short a~ I (I form 110 serious ohstacle, This is one of the finest salmon 
rin'rs in the country. At the spawning seawn, the fish run up the Grand 
Rapid. and, accord inC!, to reports, push their way as far as twenty leag'ues 
11110 the interior. '1 he fi,."hl'ry laws are strictly observed, as on the St. John," 

The Jloliito/l, [In important affluent of the ~li)Jgan river, flo,vim!' into it 
1- elo\y tidal water: h;18 the repubtion of beillQ: a well stocked strea-m. The 
bh's which lie on its course are also famo~l:=-: for speckled tront of the 
b~'~est size all~ fine"t qnality, The salmon haw no ilifliculty to skip the falls, after wh)"h tlwy haye a clear run of 30 miles. 
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The L.illle Romaine, nine miles lower down, is a rough 'stream, but 
excellent for salmon and trout. It is in high repute for the strength, size 
and playfulness of its fish. 

1'he Great Watsheslwo, Corneille, Pashasheebo, ~Vnbisslil/' and Agwanus, 
next enter the St. Lawrence between Mingan and Natashquan, and are 
all more or less good for salmon angling, especially the first, third and last. 

The Natashquan, another of the great tributaries of the St. Lawrence 
falling into the gulf from the north shore, is rightfully placed in the fore
most rank ot salmon rivers. It is navigable for boats of light draught up to 
the foot of the first fall about 12 miles from the mouth. The salmon pools 
are for the most part near the falls. Of this river, the late Commander Fortin 
reported as follows: " There were a great many salmon in this river, this sum
mer (1862)." And again in 1803: "I am informed that the persons, who fish 
for salmon with the fiy in the upper part of this river, have made a splendid 
catch." And again in 186.5: " Mr. Powell, the lessee of the fluyial division 
of this magnificent stream, had been most successful in fishing for salmon 
with the rod an.! fiy. Never had so many salmon been seen at the foot of 
the rapids in that riyer; most of them were very large. An idea may be 
formed of Mr. Powell's success, when I state that with three rods that 
gentleman and his companions had already taken several hundrt~d salmon. 
One of them, in a single day, caught 33 with his own rod. 'l'hi:; was a most 
conclusive proof that there was a great deal of salmon in the Natashquan 
river." Again in 1868, he reported the riYer full of salmon, and in his 
report for 1873, he states that "the sport on the N atashquan was most 
encouraging." In 1885, Mr. Forgues, P. L. S., reported the river well stocked 
with salmon. Another writer says: "The Natashquan is a splendid stream, 
full of fish ranging from 6 to 40 lbs. You must camp at the second falls 
and need not leaye that spot to better your chances, for there yon may 
hook and kill salmon IIsque ad nauseam." Rowand says: "The Natashqnan 
is, perhaps, one of the very best rivers in Oanada. The only drawback to 
this and many other splendid streams on the Labrador coast, is the difficulty 
of getting at them. A Government steamer makes two trips down the coast 
in summer, and if the ang'ler misses these chances he must go l,y sailing 
boat. (N. B.-Since this was written, a coasting and mail steamer makes 
regular fortnightly trips). The Natashquall was unlpased up to the end of 
last year and was offered on lease of fiye years for ;:;.'-:(10. The angler must, 
of course, ha,'e his own camp. But this is no hardship, for the climate is 
charming in the fishing sea ':ion and the scenery perfe(·t. Both th.~ salmon 
and sea trout fishing are prohably the best in the world. The season for 



all the~e riYe]f' ii:' from the 15th JUlle up to the end of .Tuly. There are 
lual1Y i:iplC:Bdid streams, ea,'-l of the NatashquaB, that haye never been pro· 
perly explored by the ~lIJgler ; the K"!:!~1shka, th~ 'Vashecootai, the Meccatina, 
aBel the Sf. A ll~tPstil1e. It would be a delightful expedition to visit and 
explore these riYl'rs during the fishing' season." 

The JJ1/181/1/1/((1I 1I0ws th) llug:h the Lament ian moun tains and falls into 
tIll' i!ulf (li:-;!. Ll\\ relltl', about --11) mill'S below the rin'r Natashquan. It 
is a lJOld, I apid riYc:r, but lJaYigal)]e by canoes for a considerable distance 
and l'xl'l'llpllt lor salm"n aJl(l trout \"ith the fly. Lemoine, in his 'f Peche· 
) il'i:' U U (',Illalla " In 1 H' j,; It as full 0 \\' s: "Rapid ri ,"er, with steep b:wks, GOJd 
for lJOth 111'1 and fly." The lUlglillg priYilegl's are a..tually unleased. 

Th" /l1'..!,11.'''''''. 1:) miles 1wlo,Y the Musquarro and 4:) below the Xatash· 
qlH1ll. it; llWl'l' lar!.!('ly lrl'qnented b~' salmon and, trout than the 3Iusqnarro, 
The late ('(JlllmaIHler Fortin. in his offil'ial report for ISljU. l't'fers to it briefly 
<1S ~I Jilll' riy,,],. hnt it mn"t 1w )'1'm;11'],;",1. he ndrli', that salmon generally aSG.:md 

it fit a l\1wh later lwri,j(l thall any "ther J'iYi'r of the north shore, Lemoine, 
in hi,~ F,:dll filS 1//1 ((/J/lII/I/, howen'r, :,;t:tt,>;. that salmon abound in the hay, 
lint 1 h".\' ':lllllot!.!'l't up th,· ri"l'r lx'yond the rapids, The angling priYileges 
arc' llJlleaSI'd, 

The H'u,,/it'('(I{)/lli 110ws lhrong'h the L:lurentillt's and empties into the 
'-;t. La\YlL'll'l', about .jll mil"s bl,lo\Y the Xatashqu3n. It is nadg.lble by 
<anol':" to tlL .. loot 01' the great rapid, a distance or 1.') mile,.;. but, at. about I 
mill'~ Jrom iti:' month, there is" fall 41 fed hi!'dl, In his report for B7;3, the 
iif',hc,] y Oy"]'",,,,]' for tlll' Xatashquau di\i~ion rl~ported a" follows on the 
IIP:1(1 (If tbi,.; ri\',']' : " \"a: .. ;]l" .... otai ri,'er '.\,,18 all~,ded thit; s,':1S01l for the first 
tillw hy :'1r . .1ol111 Th()]I1a," lVIolt;on alld party of three. :Sixteen fish were 
'''11gbt ill hnl eby,;;, (>I' thp aYI'rn!.!',' \\"'ig'ht (,f 10 lbs" two rods only fi5hiug 
.. t [\)J,' OlH' time, Fd'ty,olle llsh wen' caug'ht in th" Natashquall ri\"er." 
f:nnt'}'o)' Forgn"~, in his report of IS>,;, (page GO,S), saYS of the salmon 
jj"lJPry of the \Yaslwcn()tai : " From the fisheries' point of \'iew, I may state 
ihnt the salmon didl10t run mn,.]l np this ri,'er this year; but T am inc'lined 
io t1:illk. that tlli'y !,:c,j a],ove the rapids and the fails before the nets were 
1"1. Tl(>nt 8\\';l]m in the lakl'~, " The an!.!ling priYile~'es of the \Y~lsh"L'ontai 
nJ\' adual1y nnl,';;secl, -

The Romaine or O/ml/({I/I/'/'I(/'{) is olle of the Jar!:!:,) ri"l'rs of the L~lbrctdor 
co:.,,\. It:;; watel", ~11l', hO\\'L'Yer, shoal. It l'xtl'nd" north anc south many 
11l1J]uJ'l'cl miles, <1UU lla,.: ~oltJe filH' fall"" 1110 miks from its mouth ther~ is a 
llotn)al lni(lg" and a (ull~ider~1ble di:';tauce further magnificent fills said to 



be equal to those of Niagara. 
largest size and is remarkable 
white and silver trout. 
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It abounds with salmon and trout of the 
especially for a rare and beautiful quality of 

The Coacac7lOo, Etamalllll and ~V(/fil/teefi'" still further down the coast are , 
also splendid salmon and trout streams, especially the second. 

The Netagamll, still furiher, is a large, de,~p "t\'eam, but ~11mou cannot 
go up, except for a short distanee, on aceollnt of the falls near thp mouth. It 
is, however, a splt'ndid trout stream. 

The Little JIel'f'lllill({, Sle. AIIgIIstille and C()d'I'WI'tl"'I'I'/W, lo,\'\~r still, are 
fine salmon and trout ri\'el's. 

The EHjililJ/llIU, otherwise ealled the SI P,ud, is olle of the remotest, as 
it is also one of the largest and finest of the provincial salmon ri\'ers. III 
his P&heries dll Canada, Lemoine speaks of it as formerly yieldill~' 62,.500 
salmon per season to the nets of the fisill'rmen of tI.,· Hudson Bay Company, 
but, though its procluctin·ness has sine\' gre,1tly falltJn off, it is :-;till one of 
the best salmon rinl's of the north shore. It fdls into the harhor of 
Bonue Esperance only 30 miles west of the eastern limit of the provill"" at 
Blanc-Sablon, and divides into two branches at about -! miles from it:-; 
month, one called the Ihpide Champagne and the other Ihpi!l,' a la l',·r,'h,~. 

It is navigable for vessels of a considerable draught for 11\'e mil",; and for a 
considerable dirstance fmther by canoes. From the foot of the rapld~ to the 
falls, the distan,e is S(I to 90 miles :'Ir. Fnr~'I1t'rs, P. L. S., wh() yirsited it 
in 1S85, reports that it is more t'n'(luented hy salmon than any "ther rin:or 
on the coast. 

The Rlillous/, 1 is the first really important salmon rin>r Iwl"w (~nl'l)t',· 

on the south shore, but, as the pools an' located almost wholly within 
seigniorial or conceded lands, it i:-; unnecessary to here refer to it l~xcept to 
state that its upper waters and those of its numerous bralwlw,; :l,nd lakes, 
which are within the Crown domain, are famours for their red trout, 
touladi, &c. 

The Gml/l! JIGtis, \Y hich is next in order, is also a fail' salmon stream, 
but runs almost \Y holly throngh seigniorial or conceded lands. 

The .ilIataII t', which is actually under lease to Sir A, T. Galt, at a rental 
of $50, is an excellent salmon river, flowing partly through the seigniory 
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of Matane and partly through the townships in rear, and easily accessible 
from the line of the Intercolonial Rail way. The guardian reported in 1887 : 
"Trout and salmon frequented this riYer in large numbers during the 
season or" 1~1"7, but were much less plentiful in the upper waters· than 
below the dam." Fish weighing 30 to 40 los. ha,"e been taken in the Matane, 
but tlll" usually run about 16 Ibs. It rises in the Shick-Shock mountains 
and ail~r a course of about 60 miles, falls into the gulf of St. Lawrence, 33 
miles west of Cape Chat. 

The Tllrtigu and Blanche, t,yO small rh"ers falling in between the Grand 
Metis and t11t' !lIatane, hold an occasional salmon and plenty of sea-trout 
from 4 to 7 lbs in weight. 

The Great and Little JI(r·!tiI/~ and the Great and Little Capucins partake 
of the same charactel a:s the lar,:t. 

The rll/JP Chat, whit·h enters the gulf about :2} miles N. E. of the cape 
of the sam,- name, is a good salmon, hut a bt:tter f'ea and salmon trout rinT, 
and is lpased at an annual rental of 8.:J1i. The l,'sset' last season took 5 
salmon, tJ.e largest of whi,·h weighed :24 lb:-:. aud :2.1100 trout. 

The ,')tt'. AI/lie clts Jlutlis, which falls into the gulf about 11 miles below 
Cape Chat, is a Luge and beautiful stream, flowing from beyond the 
Shick-Shock::; in the county of Rimouski. It is nayigable for schooners 1 
mile at high water and for l'anoes 54 miles. It is a bold, rapid riYer, 
abounding with sahnon and tront and affords till' finest fishing. Salmon 
run wry large in it, <l\'el'<I!.!ing nearly :211 Ibs. It is at present leased t.o Mr. 
Henry II<'~all, of the:-::t. Lawren"l' Hall, ~Iolltreai, at a rental of :ji;:231). The 
lel:';"ee's StOrt'S dmin!.! the last two seal:'ons, fishing' for only a short period in 
each, shu\\' (h,~ excellence of the Ste. Anne de" Monts as a salmon ri,"er. 
They weI'" as follows: In 18:-:;7, 159 sal mOll ; total weight, 2,G77 lbs; 
aYel,lge \\,:j~llt, hi Ibs; lalg'l·:-t fish, 33 Ibs; smallest fish, 7 lbs.; in 1888, 
210 salmon, total weight, 4,1~12 Ibs; aYerage weight, 20 lbs; largest fish, 
4~1 Ibs; small,'st fish, 'i Ibs. 

The Oll/I'/P, AI/St:· Pfeil reuse, Pierre and Jlullt· Luuis are streams lower 
down, holding' an oc<.:a:;iollal salmon and plenty of sea-trout. 

The Jll1grlalell, which falls into the gulf about 70 miles below Cape 
Chat, is olle of the important ri,"ers of the coast and a good salmon stream. 
It has not been leased for some years past. In 1880, the guardian reported: 
" ~IY-~Bhillg was satisfactory; 69 salmon, weighing' 1,030 los, haYing been 
kIlled III the Magdalen riyer." Its scenery is magnificent. 



The foregoing streams are reached by Intercolonial Railway, by the 
Tiver, or hy rail and waggon from the Intercolonial along the Maritime road. 

The Dartmouth, which falls into the bay of Gaspe, is a splelldidsalmon 
stream, with a course of about .50 miles, actually renting tor $.5:20 per 
annum. Rowand sap; of it: --" The Dartmouth is another charminO' , 0 

stream; 2 or 3 miles from the mouth, there is a beautiful pool at the foot 
of some falls, where I have killed big sea trout and salmon uutil my arms 
were tired. Recently these falls haye been blasted to let the fish higher 
up the ri"er." Lemoine refers to it as " swarming with salmon." In his 
report for 1883, Mr. Mackedie says :-" The Dartmouth river flo\\,:-; through 
the townships of De Beaujeau, Blanchet, Sydenham South and Gaspe Bay 
South. None of the lands on its banks to ,,-hich fishing rights appertain are 
disposed of. There are bome :3 or 10 good pools between tidal water and 
the first falls, a distance of about 10 miles. To fish abo"e thl::-;e would 
involve a long' portage oyer a high hill. \'"ery little ang'ling' was done in 
this river this year, only ~!; salmon haying been takf'n, averaging 19 lbs. 
More than ~oo are supposed to ha"e gone abo\-e the falls." Larot year, the 
lessee':,; score showed a catch of 24 fish, a"eraging ~o lbs. 

The York also falls into Gaspe Basin, and is another famous salmon 
river. It is a large stream, ,,,jth a total length of about Inn miles and many 
tributaries, and takes its rise in the mountainous region in the interior of 
the Gaspe peninsula. It is nayigable for large wssels one mile from its 
mouth, for boats 5 miles, and for canoes to its source. It is actually rented 
at ::;;3:.W a year. In 18t I), the guardian reported: ., ~almon angling has 
been "ery good in York ri\'er; ang'l(']':-; having- killed, ill le:-;:-; than a 
month's time, 100 salmon weighlllg 2,-102 lbs. The riyer is reported to be 
well stocked with breeding fish. The York river fish ayerag;e about 20 lbs." 
Mr. Mackedie, in 1883, reported on it as follows :-" It contains some 15 
pools within a distance of ~5 miles from tidal water, which i:-; as fIll' as 
angling is generally done, through there are some fine pools within the 
next 14 miles. Salmon begin to enter this river about the middle of May 
and cease running' about the end of J nly. Angling may begin about the 
10th June or later, according to the season. There was not much done this 
year, only about 70 salmon having been taken or one tenth of the number 
supposed to be in the ri vel'. The York is remarkable for con taining "ery 
few sea trout in comparison with other rivers: "Rowand says of the York: 
-" Fish do not run quite so large as in the St. John, but there are plenty 
-of them and they take the fly very freely." In 1887, the guardian rep0rted: 
." Established an increase of a hundred in the number of salmon on the 



bpawning grounds as compared with last year. Owing to the small depth 
of water this season, the fly fishing was not successful. There was great 
abundance of young' salmon in August, but they were almost entirely 
destroyed by the sheldrakes. In my opinion, the Goyernment should offer 
a reward for the destruction of these birds." The attention of the Govern· 
ment has been called to this subject. 

The St. John (Gaspe), wbich falls into Gaspe Basin at Douglastowll, 
after a cour"e of about 7(1 mile:,:, furnishes the finest salmon and sea trout 
angling, Canoes can ascend it to its source which is in the highlands of 
the interior of Ga"pe, Rowand says of it: I. The St, John is the best of 
the three in Gaspe bay; it is a charming stream to fish and salmon run 
large," ~Ir, jIackec1ie reported on it in 1,)~3, as follows: -" The St. John 
(Ga:-;pl') Hows throug-h the to\'\'nships of LafJrce, Baillargeon, York and 
Douglas, It is said to contain some :2:2 pools, pretty widely scattered over 
a ll:'ngth of about .)11 mil,~s, 1\1ost of them appear to be in front of yacant 
lands, Ang'l"r,~ yi"itec1 it about the 10th June, which was much too early. 
Tht',}, would han, had a better chance in July and ~-\. ugust, as the greatest 
numher of i'~d1l1011 enter the riYer in July, and ir".'h run fish Were seen in 
it 3:; late t he 18th A u~!'n"t last; :2,j in one of the lower pools: I was 
informed that no ang-lin!,!' has been done on this ri,'er for the last fi'-e or 
SIX years aboy\' Bamt'''' pool, about 80 miles from till' mouth, the guardian 
and les~e,' beill~' a~Teed as to the all '-isability of le~n'ill!,!' the higher pools 
undi:;turbe'd; and it was sU~'~'I·:;t.·d that, in leasin<.,:' the river, the fishing 
should be restri('(ed to the lo\\'\''>t :10 mill''; by a cl:1Hiw to that effect being 
inserted in the ]..~l:;\·," At l'l't'''''nt, the Elt. John rents for 8:2-1,0 per annum, 
Last year, the l\'~>,,_',,' killed ;:)5 flsh ,,t' all ah'rag" weight of 23 lb ... _ the 
largest l)l'ill~' :.:~ lhs. 

The JIll/hili, is a small "almon anel trout stream, fallino. into the bay of 
that nan1l' michl'ay bet'\yeen Gaspe Dasin and Pf']'l'e al;d nayi!!'able' for 
canoes for 30 mile", It flows mostly throu!:!'h coneeded lands, - Rowand 
says of it : .. ~Ialbaie is a nice.}ookil;g' sh'ea~n, which salmon have ac.'ess 
to, but it h,b been poached to death." Sinc .. this "'as written, the gnardian 
or the diyi~ion reported in 1~:30 : ":JIalbai .. rinr appears to be steadily 
increasing'; at least 1(111 salmon haying spawned in that stream last season." 

The Gralld EII'U is a first ,'!<u,i' salmon riYer, ,yhich flows into the sea 
some 16 miles from rerce. Rowand says of it : .. Grand riYer is a good 
stream, salmon plentiful, a .... eraging about 1:2 or 13 lbs, It is leased at a 
yearly rental of S~OO. The anglillg ~eason for all these rivers on the south 
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shore is from the 10th June to the 15th July; of course, this is only 
approximate because seasons vary according to the melting of the snow in 
the Shick-::3hock moun tains. After the middle of July, most of these rivers 
run very fine, though sea trout and grilse ne\~er fail." In 1880, the guardian 
reported: "The lessee of Grand River had excellent sport and killed 8!1 

fish with the fly. The guardian saw no less than 300 fish in the breeding 
pools during the month of November." In 1883, Mr. Mach,tlie reported: 
" The Grand river flows through the township of Rameau (Crown lands) 
and the seigniory of Grand Ri,rer (pri\"ate). The be~t of the angling' is 
within the limits of the seigniory, but good fishing may be had in the part 
'above (Crown lands) in the months of July and Ang'lbL The lessee of the 
portion within the seiglliory pays the owners 8:2:2;') a year fo), it, and the 
upper portion is considered worth at least half as much." In 1887, the 
guardian reported: "Fish are plentiful in this river On the 15th November, 
on my last visit to the upper waters, I ,,;tW some ..J:;jO salmon on the spawn
ing grounds." The upper part of thl' (hnud river is leased at 8;ji) a year, 
but has not been fished by the lessee for several year,., past. 

The Little Pabos, which flows into the g'nlf near the entrance of the 
Bay des Chaleurs, has a high reputation as a 8:11 mon and trout stream, ;\lr. 
Mackedie says of it in his reports for l.".'-):3 and 1884: "The Little Pabos 
riner, rising in unsuneyed lands, fl0\Y~ through th~~eigniory of rabo~ 
(Crown property.) It contains salmon pools as far up as thirteen miles 
from the mouth, but anglers seldom g') abo\-,.' the f,dls, eight miles up, and 
it is recommended that fishing should 11)t k' allowed in th,' n~'per t))rtioll 
(above the falls) after the first of Ang·nst. The lands alon~; the river for 
four or five miles from the bay are ll~arly all dispos\,d of, but then' ar(~ 
several good pools in front of llnsold tl,ds in the lowl'r portion a,; well as 
in the upppr. This ri,'er do~,; not apP',tr to havre been aug-led until two 
years ago ('81) when only four fish \\"I-'re taken, out of forty snpp08ed to be 
in it. Last year it contained two hundred, of \y hich eighteen were takeu. 
This year the same number of fish arp supposed to haye run in, but there 
had been 110 fishing done at the time of my yit'it. The present lessee, who 
has had the rin~r for seyeral years, has been endeayonrill~' to improve it, 
and is entitled to some consideration on account of the little benefit he 
has yet derived from his outlay, but some definite arrangement as to time 
should be made with him. The Little Pabos is one ofthe lew well guarded 
rivers in the Gaspe district. It is too small to be divided into sections, but 
is well stocked with salmon and should fetch a higher rental on a 5 years' 
lease than has hitherto been paid for it." It is at present rented for $lU5t 



and the lessee last year reported his catch at 34 salmon; total weight 418 
Ibs; aycrage weight, 1:2 Ibs; largest fish, 30 Ib8 ; besides 200 sea trout. 

The Gm/lll Pabos, fiye miles from the little ri,'er of the same name, is a 
splendid salmon stream, divided into two branches, ",·hich rent respecth'ely 
at $;jO and 830 to Mr. Henry Hogan, of the St. La wrence Hall, Montreal. In 
his reports for 18~:3 and 1884, Mr. l\Iackedie thus refers to this river:
" The Grand Pabos, north branch, fiows through the township of Xc\\"
port and the seigniory of Pabos. It countains about twenty good pools 
between the ~Tall tt'(l lands and the first falls and several more between the 
first and second falls. This rii'er was leased up to 1881, but has not been 
taken for the last two years, although reported as having been full of salmon 
l::tst year and con taining a large num ber this year. U ntortunately, not ha ving 
been leased nor protected, it is supposed that nearly every salmon which 
,-'Iltered the riYer this year ,yas speared. The west branch is said to have been 
wpll stocked with salmon some years ag'o, but the fish, haying been pre
veuted from ascending it by a dam, forsook it, and ha,'e not rdumed, 
although the dam h:ts \w:'n cut. R<>-stocking and guarding might re.~tore 
it. " " I visited the Grand Pabo~ al~() for the second time, and found thlt, 
though it has bern very extensiyely poached for some years past, it still 
appean; to contain a consderable number of salmon, and would, without 
doubt, afford a fair amount of sport if properly guarded. It might be divided 
into two sl,,·ti()ns,--th,~ fir~t, from the mouth to Falls Brook, a length of 
about ten miles, c()lltainiuC\" ten or twelve pools. and the second from Falls 
Brook to the S""l)llil Fall .. .;, about th~ same length, and containing as many 
or more pools. It is possible, howl'\'cr. that in the present condition of the 
l'iYer, it ('ould not 1)L' disposed of in sections, but if leased entire, it ought to 
fekh not I.,,,,,, than sl~,'enty-fi\'tl dollars per annum for ti\'e years. In view 
ot the large amollut of poaching t hat has been going' on in this ri \'er of late 
years, it is ,-ery desirable, and may enm be said to be absolutely 1l1!,;eS'5ary, 
that a guardian should be appointed to take charge of it at once, for if not 
protected it bids fair to be completely ruined. The mouth of this ri,-erforms 
a large shallow basin about three miles long by a mile or more in width, 
separated by a sand bar from the Baydes Chaleurs, into which it flows through 
a narrow channel. It is understool that many salmon are killed in this 
basin at night throughout the season by parties who are ostensibly ill search 
of eels; their flambeaux pro\"in~ an equally attractive lure to the larger 
fish. On other riYers, notably Grand River and Little Pabos, which are 
both well guarded, this fiambeauing for eels is prohibited, except when 
and where the salmon are not likely to be interfered with. On this account 
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it would seem advisable that ri,'er guardians, whether employt~d by the 
Provincial Government or by lessees, should be empowered and instructed 
to enforce the Federal fishery laws in tidal as well as inland waters, to con
fiscate and destroy all spears and other implements that m,'.,}" be used in the 
illegal capture of salmon, and to prosecute offender~ ; for the preservation 
of salmon is a matter of as much importance to the,Federal Goyernment, ill 
connection with the coast fisheries, as to the proprietor:; or ll'ssees of inland 
fishing rights, if not more so. The West Branch of the Gralld Pabos falls 
into the same basin as the north branch. It is much smallt'r than the other, 
but, if protected, would furnish sport for one or two roJs when in prop2r 
condition. I was informed last year that there were no salmon in this 
branch, although a mill-dam which had formerly pre\-entell them from 
ascenuin::;' it hau been cut ,:1\\,<1)'. On making a per:;onal examination of it, 
in August last, I saw some fifteen or twenty l:tr~'e fish in one pool not far 
from the mouth, and ha,-e no doubt there were more in the higher parts of 
the rinr. This is one of st'Yeral instances in \v hich I fOllnd that statement:; 
made to me last year were not to be relied on, and !,!/,es til ",110 \y tlut actual 
inspection is the only meallS by which information that lllay be acted 
upon with confidence can be obtained. On both branches of the Granu 
Pabos, the water, after being raised by hea".\" rain, retul'llS to its ordinary 
height more quickly than is generally the C1SP \"ith other ri,-ers. " In his 
report for 1887, the guardian says: .. Connted s8,-e11ty to l'i~'hty ,;almon ill 
the 110rth branch, and saw numbers of trout Both salmon and trout much 
less abundant in the \y~:;t brunch; the tront seldom run np this branch, 
but l'e'nain near the mouth. No salmon, but only trout tak a with the fly 
this y~ar." 

The Port Doniel, which falls into the Bay des Chaleurs, about -! miles 
frum its entrance, is a considl'!'able riYt~r uiyicled into three hranclws_ :'11'. 
Mackedie says of these: "TIlt) west, middle and east branl'h~s of the Port 
Daniel riwr flow through th~ to,Ynship of Port Daniel. Tlwy are said to 
have been formcly good salmon rivers, but do :1Ot at presenr bear this cha
racter. I did not think it ad dsable to Yisit th'_>1U on this occasion, as I was 
informed that, on the west and middle branches, the lands ,ll'P all granted or 
taken up as far as salmon-fishing would extend, \V hil., th~ past branch is 
rendered inaccessible to salmon by a jam at the mouth." 

The Grand Bonaventure, which falls into the Bay des Chalenrs opposite 
the Yillage of Bona,'enture and about seven miles above N ew-Carlisle
though excelled by some other riYers in the same district-is still a famous 
stream for salmon and sea trout in their season. Of other fish, howe\rer, it 



seems to be comparatiyely destitute. Few of the Canadian salmon rivers 
ha,"e suffp.red more from the murderous spear of the Indian and the illegal 
practices of the white man than the Bonaventure, but at present it is rapidly 
regaining' its old-time reputation. It is admirably fitted by nature to be a 
favorite haunt of the royal fish. It is free from falls, the only obstructions to 
uninterrupted nayigatioll by canoes from its mouth almost to its source 
being occasional jams of drift wood, carries a larg'e body of remarkably 
clear, cold water '"'Hying in breadth from 70 and 100 yards at its mouth to 
40 feet and ll!sS in its upper reaches, and is joined on its way by several 
important :ributarit~s 011 both sid eO'. It takes its rise in the mountainou'.; 
region in th.· interior of the Gaspe peninsula and the total length of its 
COUl':-,e, which lies partly lhrong'h the townships of Hamilton and Cox, is 
between GO and Ii) miles amid th~' most romantic of ;,;cenery. Last ycar, the 
official angling s('ore of thc lessee, who pays an annual rental of $285 for 
this riYer, was 65 "almon, ot" a total wcight of 1,B~ Ibs. and an a\'era~'e 

'weig'ht of I.:' Ibs. The lar!,!,'cst fish killed was one of 40 Ibs.; but salmon of 
50 Ibs, and npwanls ha,"e liL'en frequently taken in the BOnaYellture and, 
as a rule thl' run uf salmon killed in it are L'Olllpusl·d of header fish than in 
the adja"L'llt stn'ams. }'Ir. ]J.l'. }'Ia,'kedie, in his official report on the 
Bonavenh11'tl to the Governmpnt of the Pro,"in,'t' in 13.'13, says: "It is 
LFQ"'ly fn'qnent"d hy salmon and trout, contains many pools and may be 
angled ,1S far ;IS the First E>lf't 1)]'[lI1<'h, ahout ~Ij miles from its mouth. Aboye 
the ninth mil", the lands ar,< all yacant, except one lot in the township of 
Cox, in front of \yhich there are a con pie of pools. There had only been 
four rods on the ri\"er this y,',n at tlw time of my yisit and about 50 ~almoll 
taken. If kllO\\'n to he in tlh' market and put up to ;mdion. it wonld prob
ab.y let for a mUl'h hi!..dw;· pri"L' th;1n has llliherto bl'en paid for iL" }'Ir . 
.T. Bureau, pru\'incial explorer, reporh~d a,.; roll,,\\'s regarding the Bonaven
hue in 1 ""4: " It is also, as I wa,.; iniormed, wdl ",r .. :ked ,';ith salmon and 
trout." :\Ir. ~IaC'kedie, in his report for the "arne ye,n, says: "As I was 
unable to ~ee much of the Bona,'elltnre riYer la'it y~clr: I ,:isited it again 
and t'x;lmilled it as far up as the ~ecolld E;l~t branch a distaw'e of about 
forty mile.,. There are SeY,'n pools in front of priyate l~mds within the first 
eig'ht mil"., from tIll! month, and above that forty·eicrht morl' all in front of 
ungTanted !alllls. These might be diyidecl into thr:e spction~, as follows: 
No.1, from the month to Deep 'Water creek. fifteen miles. COil taininQ' 1-! 
po?ls in front of ungranted hnds, besides the 7 \yhich may be considered 
pnyate property. Xo.:2. from Deep ,Yater creek to First West branch 10 
miles, 16 pools. Xo. 3, from Fir",t ,rest branch to Second East branch' 1-! 
miles, 18 pook Each of these sections, \yith the water in O'ood condition 

b , 
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would give fishing for four to six rods throughout the season. The BOlla
venture is at present leased at an anuual rental of 8~-;5, and the lessee, last 
year (1888), reported a catch of 65 salmon, total weight 1,132 Ibs.; an rage 
weight 15 Ibs. ; largest fish, 40 Ibs.; smallest 8! Ibs. In 1887, his catch ,vas 
88 fish, total "weight, 1,350 lbs.; average, L) Ibs.; 1a1'~'est fish, 30 Ibs.; 
smallest, 8 lbs. 

The Little Cu"copedill runs parallel to the Grand Casl'apl'llia at a distanl'" 
of only about fiye or six miles to the eastward, but is mw·h less important 
and yalnable as a salmon ri,'er, though its official angling score for 1.s7~1 
showed 21 salmon. of an ayerage weight of 17T'lf Ibs. and a total weight of 
373 Ibs., the largest fish killed ,veighing 331bs. It also takes its rise in the 
Shick .. Shock mountains and divides into two principal branches at ~~ miles 
from its mouth, VI' hich is also in the Bay des Chaleurs on a fine Day, not 
less th3ll 9 miles in breadth and on the shores of vyhich are two important 
parishes of New Richmond and :r.raJ'ia. H" course is bt,t Wl'en 75 and 
80 miles in length. The "('l'IlI'1')' is magnificent. It used to be saill 
that few o:almon were seen in it, but, on the other hand, plenty of trout; 
and this statement seems to be corrohorated hy the report of 1\11'. Mackedie 
in 1883. "The Little Cascap,'rlil," says 1\11'. ~Iackedie, "was formerly 
a fair salmon riYer, but is no,v of no value whatever for angling, except 
for trout.. The use of the spear and drift net has resulted in the almost 
total extinction of the salmon accustomed to f1"'quent it. '1'he month of 
the riYer is 01 a yery different ('ha1'<1d,'1' f),om that of the Grand Casca
pedia, being wide and shallow, hut this is generally unuerstood to be of 
no consequence as far as the passage of salmon is concC'rned, for they 
enter with the rising tide. H,,·:-;tockillg, with efficil'llt protection for a few 
years, would probably restore this 1'in'r to its former condition, and make it 
::>ought after by anglers, ",hoe:,_' numbers appear to be inereasing every 
year .. " In his report of the following' year, l\Ir. r.Iaekedie added this .. "'1'he 
Little Cascapedia llows through the township of N"w l{i"hmoncl and unsur
yeyed lands.. It is practicable for ordinary cano'~s as far <t'i 'The Forks,' 
about twenty miles from its month, and for light ow's SOllle t\wlye or il.fteen 
miles i'urther on both branches. As the time at my disposal ,ns Yery limited, 
I did not examine either of the branches.. '1'111')'1' arl.3 fonr pools within 
the first Sei"en miles, where the ri ,rer How." through gran ted lands. Aboire 
that there are only t\Yo, until the sixteenth mile is l'I'a"]wil, where there are 
three within a mile-and .. a .. half. Detwet'n the twentic>th and twenty .. third 
miles there rHe six more, makillg eleyen pools within Y<leant lands from the 
mouth of the Forks. Although this is a "bright " riYer, the water being 
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very clear and transparent, I saw no sal~on in it, but ~ave ~eason to believe 
that there had lwen some, which had eIther been kIlled Illegally or gone 
abo,·e the Forks. A few were seen in it by the lessf>e later on, but none 
were caug·ht. I "as informed that this river had been pretty well cleared 
of salmol~ three years ago by the use of nets and that the lessee had found 
a net set in it this year. Under such circumstances, it is not sUl"prising that 
salmon seem to haYt~ forsaken it, and that it is considered worthless for 
angling. The absence of a guardian empowered to pre,~ent poaching and 
prosecute trespassers naturally leads the people of the locality to suppose 
that they are free to take all the fish they can, by any means, and to argue 
that if one person do nut take them another will. Experience has shown 
that a fe" prosecutions, resulting in fine or imprisonment, would hwe a 
very good effect in reducing the amount of poaching and destruction of 
breeding fish, 110"· so extensively practised on this and other ri nrs. If 
well stocked, this river would give good fishing for three or four rods while 
the salmon are running, and ought to fetch a rental of at least two hundred 
dollars a year, but in its present condition it will probably not bring more 
than fifty dollar,,; per annum for the next fi\·c years, if so much. Arrange
ments ought to lw made for its being re-stocked next year, either by the 
lessee, if disposed of, or at the inRtance of the Go,·ernment, if not leased. 
There would seem to be ample reason for feeling confiden t that the expeuse 
of re-stocking and guarding a rin'r for a year would be more thau counter
balanced by the increased rental which would consequently be obtained for it. 
In It:sj', the guardian reported 3"; follows: ., The salmon of this ri\'er 
have been destroyed by poachers; 011 the other hand, sea-trout are abundant. 
The salmon pools are so small that all the fish may be taken in one night. 
To afford encoura~'ement for the re-stocking of the river, it should be leased 
for a term of h'!l years. The lessee has this year, at his own expense, 
caased the mouth of the riYer to be deepened, to afford a better pa,,;sage for 
the salmon. "The improvement promoted in this way and foreshadowed 
by Mr. Mackedie would appear to have already sd in, Cl,,; l.Ir. BLue,lll. who 
has since yisited and l' !ported on the river, states that It seemed at the time 
of his yisit "'ill stocked with salmon and trout. The Little Cascapedia is 
at present under lease at an annual rent of 81)'). 

The Gml/II Cascapedia is to-day, without exception, the finelSt salmon 
river in the prO,ill(Y, the lish in it being' nOL only a,,; a rule more abnndant, 
but usually heayier than those taken in the other ri \'C 1'''; , 41) to ,-,I) and even 
Gil l~s being a not uncommon weight. It is abo one of the most piduresq ue, 
liOWlllg' through a mountainous country unrinlled for the grandeur of its 
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scenery. It takes its rise in a lake of the same name, of about two miles in 
length by a mile and a half in breadth. This lake is ab::>ut 76 miles from 
the mouth of the river at New Richmolld in the Bay des Chaleurs, and is 
fed by a little river which may be considered as the main river Ca<;capedia, 
and takes its rise in the Shick-Shock mountains about 30 miles further 
inland. At two miles below the lake, the river Cascapedia is only 20 
yards in breadth, but from that place it widens by degrees until it reaches 
at its mouta a breadth of about 500 yards. There are no falls in it, but a 
great number of rapids, which nevertheless do not prdvent it from being 
navigable for wooden and bark canoes. The water is ,"ery clear and 
limpid. Numerous islands, covered with the finest trees of the country, 
such as ash, elm, maple, white and red birch, all growing on alluvial soil, 
are met with along nearly its whole course, and, together with its shores 
sometimes steep, sometimes gently sloping and covered with rich grass, 
contribute to make it, as already stated, one of the most picturesque in 
Canada. It appears that the salmon do not go as high as lake Cascapedia 
to spawn. They have been seen in Miner's Brook, a stream which falls 
into the main river, very near to the lake, but more frequently ill the 
creeks and pools, where the water iG deep and still at 3, 6 ~nd 7 miles 
further down; there they are found in great numbers and choose favorable 
places to deposit their ova. The sea trout and speckled trout are also 
very large, of fine quality, and very abundant. The following aft:~ the most 
remarkable spots on this river, with the respective distances from its mouth' 

Picapico mountains ............ .. 
Turner's brook. .................... .. 
Montmorency falls (in a brook). 
Jonathan's brook ................ .. 
Tracadie ............................ . 
Charles Vallee's brook ............ . 

14 

3 
3 
-! 

Square Fork........ ................ 5 
Indian Falls (rapids) ,........ ..... I! 
The confluence of Cascapedia 

riyer (properly f>peaking) 
with the Salmon branch... 9 

miles from the sea 
higher up. 

" " 
" 
" " 

" 
" " 

" 

" " 

Salmon Branch is a tributary of the Cascapedia and takes its rise west 
of the Shick· Shock mountains. It runs tovvard the east and joins the prin
cipal branch at the above mentioned point. It is less considerable than the 
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main branch, but more rapid and ,'ery much broken by falls and rapids. On 
the Square Fork, which is a large tributary. from ~he west a~ 33 miles ~roUl 
the mouth of the Cascapedia, the scenery IS partIcularly wIld; the LIttle 
and Birr Berry moun tains hayinQ' peaks 1,500 to 2,000 feet high. From the 
summi~ of these mountains, a - magnificent panoramic view of the Shick
Shocks is obtained, surpa:""illg' in grandeur the mountain scenery of any 
other portion of Ea:-otel'll Canada. Rowand, in his ElJli!!,'Olllt and SPUrlslillul 

ill ('/11/(/111/, "~IYS of this ri\Ter : "The Grand Cascapedia is celebrated for the 
immeJl~e "iz,: of it:- fish. It is a large and very rapid stream. Its salmon 
aY"I<lC:'} ;:::: lbs and enry :-o\'a.~Oll mi~'hty monsters of the deep are hooked 
byang'll>r:-o. Fortunately, o\'I'ing to the color of the water, somewhat coarser 
tackle ('an be used than in most other rin'r.~. ,. "Jh. Joseph Burean, explorer 
for the l'r",yn Lands Department, says: "The Grand Cascapedia is the 
finest salmon ri n"r in this part of this proyillce (Gaspe district) ; salmon 
are found :1" hi!,!'h np a.~ the lak,· Ileal' the source and in the Salmon Branch 
np to the jail"." :'.Ir. D.-C. Machdl", who in"lwcted the different salmon 
riH'r:-o for the department, in 1~:-;:1, makes the iol1owing report regarding the 
C,l)o,l'apedia: "TIll' Grand Ca";"apedia, well known to be one of the finest 
salmon riYt'rs on the "ulltin"nL fall" into the Bay des Chaleurs between the 
tovnlships (Ii' JIaria and :;\,·\\·-Richmond. Al1 the lands ,vithill these town
ships to ,yhich fishiu!,!' \'igh(.~ appertain haye be"'n taken np, if not patented 
and the fishing priyill'!:!'l'" ll:'ased :It all ,n-erage yearly rental of 8·jO. Abo,-e 
the .. ,mny,d bnlls. or from the mouth of the Escuminac to ~"lmon Falls on 
the Salmon Dran"!l. a distancc of abont -1;:: miles, there are fifty or more 
pools or fishing ph'''~. :11 the di"po.;al of tlH' Go\-ernment : these might be 
diyided into fiye SI'L'tiOlls a" fol!o\ys: I\o. l. From rear line of townships of 
Maria nIld l\'ew-Hilhmond to lower end of Four flIile Tree Island, -1 miles; 
10 pool:,:. No.~. From lom·r end of Four Jlile Tree Island to foot of Dutt:m's 
rapid, ,. mik:>. 1 ~ pools. No. :1. From Dutton's rapid to Indian Falls. 1 ~ 
mile:,;, }:j pook No. -1. From Indian Falls to "the Forks ", including Fork's 
pool; 10 miles, 1~ pools. No .. 5. From the Forks to S~llmon Falls, 11) miles, 
1~ pools. The number of salmon taken in the Grand Cas"apedia this 
year has been estimated at oyer 500, he:-oides Lng'" quantities of trout. It 
:'-eems prob:lble, from thl' reputation ofthisriYer an,l the many applications 
\yhich haye l)··,'n made for it, that it would yield a Ln~'" l'l'yellUe, if ofl>red 
to public compditiOll and ""pee-iaIly, if l,>as,'d for terms of lin) to ten ",'aI'S, 
as the l\'~.'::l"·" would be illclined to erect hUll~(·.~ and ex.·rt more (,~Teful 
guardianshi~)." ]ll one "":I~on's angling (bl~\) a" many as li-!i s'llmon 
haye 1)\,,'11 klll,'d wiih the lly in the Grand l'.,,.;capedia, their total weight 
r()pl'e~"l1ting ]i).~.") lhs and their ayernge indi"idual weight ~I Ib3, the 
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largest fish weighing' 44! Ib5 and the smallest 9 Ibs. At prestlnt, the Grand 
Cascapedia is under lease to His Excellency the Governor General of the 
Dominion at a rental of $500 per annum; but a bette~ idea of its real value 
can be formed from the prices paid for the purchase of the fishing rights of 
the riparian proprietors along the lower part of the river-Mr. Dunn, of 
Dunn & Wiman, New-York, ha ving paid - it is said - $10,000 alone for 
the two pools opposite Woodman's aud a club of American gentlemen 
$4,000 for the Princess Louise's cottage and the two pools along its frontage, 
while another gentleman, who has acquired several of the other private 
pools, sublets them at the rate of $150 per rod for the season. 

The Nouvelle and, its neighbor, the Esc II Iii lilac, ,yhich fall into the BaV 
des Chaleurs, nearly opposite Dalhousie, are two beautiful little rivers 
famous for the abundance and splendid quality of their sea trout. Rowand 
says of them: "There is 110 artificial obstruction on either of these streams 
and yet salmon do not ascend them. The reason of this, in my opinion, is 
that both of them empty their waters into the bay over fiat, muddy bars, 
which are grown oyer with sea grass. In both of these streams there is a 
peculiarly large and fine run of sea trout. These trout are quite different 
in color and shape from the sea trout that are taken in the other Bay des 
Chaleurs waters. I reg'ret that I am not learned enough in fishes to give 
their peculiar icthyological marks. Their average weight is larger, their 
color darker, and their habits different from those of other sea trout I have 
met with. In their habits, the places they choose to rest in, and the way 
they rise at the fly and Vlay when hooked, they exactly resemble salmon. 
In fact, trout fishing with light tackle in Escuminac is salmon fishing in 
miniature; they ayerage about :j or 3t Ibs.; the smallest fish I} Ihs., and 
the largest not oyer G Ibs. It is, perhaps, worth noting that these trout 
are peculiar to the only two streams in the Bay des Chaleurs, in which 
there are no salmon. The trout fishing in the Escuminac in the month of 
July is about the best I know of anywhere. This stream, flowing from 
the snow·clad Shick·Shock mountains, is icy-cold and clear as crystal. 
Civilized trout would obje;::t to rise to a fly under these conditions, but ill 
Escuminac they are not fastidious." Mr. Mackedie, in 1883, made the fol
lowing report 011 these rivers: "The ES<"lllUinac and Nouvelle rivers are 
both well known to contain large numbers of fine sea trout, and might be 
advantageously leased to parties who would sub-let and adopt means to 
attract anglers who desire only a day's or a fe\y days' sport. Th,~ best fishing 
on the Nouvelle, at least, is abo\'e the granted land~." The Nouvelle is 
actually leased at a rental of $.55 and the Esctlmiu'\c for $-!O par annum. 

~l 
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All the foregoing rivers:J.l'e easily and quickly reached either directly by 
steamer from Quebec or by the Intercolonial rail way and steamer from 
Dalhousie, as well as' by waggon road. Those falling into the Bay des 
Chaleurs are especially noted for the magnificence of their scenery and for 
the great distances they can be ascended towards their head waters without 
obstructions. Very little portaging is needed also to enable the tourist or 
sportsman, ascending to their sources, to descend by some of the streams 
falling into the gulf of St. Lawrence, such as the Cape Chat. :-:lte. Anne des 
Monts or Magdalen rivers. 

The Resligollclte, which is in part the di\-iding line between the pro
vinces of Quebec and New Bruns\vick and falls into the Bay des Chalellrs 
at its head, after a course of nearly 221) miles from its source near lake 
Temiscouata, is one of the greatest and finest salmon ri'iTers in th"~ world. 
It is, so to say, the key of the Bay des Chaleurs, which is the ~n~,lt SIlmon 
emporium of Quebec and New Brunswick. Its name meallS "the riwr 
"which divides like the hand" in allusion to its separating at the head of 
tide into 1h-e principal streams, varying from ;51) to 7u miles in length. The 
entrance to the Restig;ouche from the Bay <I.'s Chalevxs is ::l miles wide and 
n fathoms llt'.'~). The tide flows up it :l-l miles, of which 1:3 are nadgable 
for the largest ships The principal towns on its bank'> ar.~ D,llhonsie and 
Campbellton in -;{.'w Brulls\yick. The scenery on its course is everywhere 
both grand and beautiful, but that portion is most interesting ,,-here it 
forces it:,; way through the mountain lands, which gi\-e birth to th~ gTe~\t 
streams of New Brn)lswick and those of the United :-;tates emptying into 
the Atlantic Ocean. Here the eagle unmolested builds its nest upon high 
cliffs, the he~\r and cat se.~rete themseh-e.~ in C.t\'<;)s anci rocky fissnres, the 
ll1OO.~., and caribou bruas'J upon their fa\'ol'ite fOJd, and the s.limon, fearless 
and free, relied the sunshine in the deepest and dark.·st pools. :'11'. S. Wil
mot wrote of this riYer in 1372: " In the study of nature or in the admira
tion of that which is really beautiful, no one would r"g:l'ct a trip up the 
Restigonche. Its ,.)"at', transparent, limpid and hi~'hly aerated waters are 
as coul and grateful to the palate ill midsumfner as spring w;).tel' itsdf. 
The beautifully wild and indescribable grandeur of its sCilllel'Y is almost 
beyond d,~~t'ription. At many of the windings of the river, a general p~no
l'amic ,'iew is produced, impressing one with the idea of some mighty 
amphitheatre tlituated in the miJst of nature's wilds, which completely 
dazzles the eye with delight and for a mnlll"nt almost Overcomes the mind 
wit.h awe. Add to ~his the musical sonnd of the sparkling and foaming 
rapIds, through whIch you are constantly passing, and all com~ill~ to 
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make the far-famed Restigouche one of the most desirable rivers on this con
tinent either for the tourist or sportsman to visit. The Restigouche, with its 
numerous branches, is one ofthe principal sources from which the fisheries of 
the Bay des Ohalenrs are annually supplied with their catch of salmon. " 
The late Mr. R. Nettle speaks of the Restigouche as the grand, the lIlaj,'stil', 
and as crowning the whole with its numerous tributaries, which drain an 
area of about 5,000 miles. Lemoine styles it " a noble stream, with magnifi
cent tributaries; salmon frequent it by thousands." In 187::1, the total 
catch of salmon in the ReRtigouche was about 500,0001bs. In 1:-;i-!, onr 
1,500 salmon were killed ,,,ith the fiy in the Restigouche and its tribu
taries. Salmon average about 16 lbs; but y,'ry large fish are frequently 
taken, ranging from 3;) to Gn Ibs. In 1.":-:3, Mr. :,h"];:e(li,' reported: 
" On the Quebec side of the R,'stigouche rin~r, the greater part of the 
land is taken up, and the fishing rights are mostly in th,· hands of private 
individuals. A few lots, ho"veyer,' in front of which there is good fishing, 
re~ain undi ,pos\'d of. These I have inlli, 'atl'll on a plan of the I'i HI', and I 
think it n>'~' likely that the fishing privil\,!2.'·s appertaining to them will be 
in demand nt'xt year and fetch good prin's if put up to public competition. 
There was some contention Iwtw\'en parties holding land 011 O[,[)(,,,it,· sides 
ofthe river, regarding' their respective rights in certain pools. This, I pre
sume, 'will haye to be settled IJ)' the courts. On a great portion of this riYer 
the bank; are so high and steep that clearing and ('ultinting them is 
impracticable, and, inasmuch as it would injure the river for fishing', 
undesirable. Settlement would be in no ,,,ise retarded by the whole face of 
the hill in such places and a depth of two to fiye chains in other places 
less steep, being permanently \"ithdrawn from sale to be leased as a fishery 
reserw. The lands in the neig'hborhoocl, though generall y unlit for cultiva
tion, are not without prospective value as timb,.!' lands on account of the 
increasing demand for white lJir .. h and poplar for spool·making and "t~dar 

for railway-ties. " The Restigouche is at present leased ill hve sections at 
rentals respectively of :s~no, $170 ; 890 ; $~;j ; and 8:-:0. The ]~l':,;tig'oL1"h, 

Salmon Olub, which is composed of wealthy and distinguished Americans 
and included the late President Arthur, holds two of th"";,,. The Dominion 
Government maintain a salmon hatchery on a small branch of the Resti
gouche a fe,,, miles above the junction of the Metapedia with the main 
river and the Patapedia, another of the larg~ Quebec tributaries of the 
Restig')uche, is leased to the Restigouche Salmon Club, at an <lllnualr8ntal 
of $100 and reserved for breeding purposes. This club have a splendid club
house at the junction of the Metapedia and the Rest.igouche W!~H where 
the latter is spanned by the Intercolonial railway bridge. The Quebec 
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Jill/II ill !!, elilo/llc/e, of July 4th, lS3~1, referring' to this Olub, had the 
follo\Ylllg ;-" Rey. Dr. Rainsford, of:-:t. George's church, New York, and 
lately of

c 

TOTOlltO, has belome a nJember of the Hl'stigouche Salmon Olub, 
$-1,700 hayillQ' been paid for his admission share. The reverend gentleman, 
\\'ho j:-: uow at the dub hou.,;e, has so far enjoyell fair sport, having raised 
'Iuite a lIU1111)\'T of 11:-:11. a lar!.!:e proportion, ho\\'e\"er, g'pttillg" away. H. W. 
DeForrest, ,,(·,rdalY of the Restigonche dub, has made the best record on 
th .. rin~T :-:0 far tilis Y"~1l', ha\'iug killed nint'teell fish in four days of last 
wed\:. Mo:-:t or the :-::1Jmon taken this season are of much larger size than 
usual, the aH·rage "'ei~ht not haying been exceeded for many years." 

The .Me/apedia or JIlIsiml nll'N is one of the famous salmon rivers of 
Canada, jaIling into the Restigouche about HI miles abo\"e Oampbellton. 
In its conrse, it receiYes the waters of a number of large streams and lakes, 
particularly tIll' .h"cmatqnegan, the Oasupscull and the Humqui rivers, 
and lak .. .\ldapediil, some 16 miles long by :3 miles wide, famous for 
i t:.; .~jl,·,k It'd irou t :1lld touladi. I\I 1'. :'\. Wilmot, of the Dominion Fisheries 
sl'ni,·,., thn,.; .le."")"ih,,d the -:\h,tap.·(li:l in lSi:); "The Metapedia with its 
tributaries f(I)'m:- a m:lg"ui11eent body of wal.'r, 110ws principally over a 
rocky and ~T;\\'t'lly b",!. and is \'err rapid ill its current, presenting 
no :-ini"u,.; uln,la, 11'>- to thl,) passage of salmon into the interior of the country. 
It is ";~li,j to take it,; l"i,,~ in the Chik-Chak mountains, some 60 miles in the 
interior, ;md to How thence nortlH'a.~terly, through an uninhabitable region, 
to bke M,'I :llw<iia. after passing through which, it i~ increased in volume by 
the <'Cllllltll'IH'\' of till' HUlllqui rin'l", a considerable str<':l.n coming from the 
south-\y,,~t. Thus l'lllar~·,'(l ill lJO.1 y·, the :'Il'iapedia runs in u southeasterly 
din'dioll ulltil :lg',lill illl'!"ea.""'(1 al tl1<' forks by the wat..'!""; of the Oasupscull, 
which C',lIl<'" from the north-l'a"t, when"e it flow,.; on very rapidly till it 
r'~:I<·jl<·O; Ihe H<',.;ti~2:"1l,he. The line of the Intercolonial railroad follows the 
wind ill;;" of th,' :'II'I:lp,·dia riYer, from its mouth, till it rl'~h'h,!s the lake of the 
sa III " name; as thi,.; road \\"illllOW be speedily cOIl.1pleted for travel, the riYer 
"ill 1)0 bron~h~ into !lTV:l! notoriety as a salmon river, and as its natural 
capa,ity for production i" reported to be of COil sider able maO'nitude and the 

, " ' 
salmon of more than ay<'rag'e size, it will likely be more frequented for 
ji'ihilJ~' purposes than heretofore." Rowand says of the Metapedia: "The 
iish in this rin'r are nearly, if not (Juite as larg'e, as in l'asc:lpl'dia, a stream 
which it resembles in ,·hara..terislics. :-:aImon average 21 or, ~2 lbs. It is 
noticeable in the Bay des Chalenrs, and I think in Canadian ri n~rs Q'ene
rally, that the stronger the stream the LUQ'cr the fi",b. There are abo~lt 40 
mil,"s of fishing water on this ri\"er. The l)est pool is at the Forks about 35 
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miles from the mouth.*** The Intercolonial railroad runs for 30 or 40 
miles along the very bank of the Metapedia, so that it is perhaps the most 
acce&sible river in all Oanada. The fish do not take the fly as freely in the 
Metapedia as in the Restigouche, Season, J ul y and August." The scenery 
of the Metapedia is magnificent. The river is in many places diversified 
with numerous islands and picturesqu~ windings; sometimes, its waters 
are contracted between stupendous mountains and at other times expanded 
to a great extent in a fine open country, In 1880, the o,'erset'r reported a 
catch of 200 salmon in the Met~pedia with the fly. In 188i, the lessee, :-lir 
George Stephen, reported his catch at 4D fish, total weight 100::?} lbs, average 
22:t Ibs. largest fish 36! Ibs. ; smallest 8 lbs.; and in 1888 at 45 salmon, of 
a total weight of 996 Ibs. and an ayerage weight of :23 lbs" the largest fish 
weighing 35 lbs. and the smallest 8 lbs. The rent paid at present for the 
Metapedia, the Casupscull and H umqui is 8:21)0, S,'a trout are also plentiful. 

The Casupscu/l is the chief affluent of the i\Ietap .. dia, into which it falls 
about 35 miles from the mouth of the latter. It has a total course of from 
60 to 70 miles. Rowand describe it as " a very rongh and rapid little rin'r, 
up which go the largest fish of the Matapedia. Its salmon average :2:> 11>.--'
And he adds: "It has seldom been angled owin~' to the great ddfiunlti,':-, 
to be encountered in godting' up it and next in fishing it. On one o,'ua"ioll, 
I pushed up this stream some 10 miles with great trouble, The beu of the 
stream is so rough and rocky, and the stream i~ so stmng, that it is a her
culean task to push a canoe up it, 'while the banks are ';0 pr,·,:ipit"n~, it 
is impossible to walk. In one place, I found a long' ~")]'~'\" through wlti"h 
the stream foameel, throwing ih,·lf over a lot of It·cl!5·t\,.; into as many b;t~in,,,, 

In these, there were plenty of salmon, but I foun,l it almost ilIlp<>",ihl" to 
catch them. A cano~ could not live ill thi~ ph"" the hanks \\"~n: 

precipices and eyen when one could get one's fly into the watL'\' and h,,,,/;: a 
monster, the chances w\,re ten to one agaill,~t ~,,-,tting him," This d('s('l'ip
tion seems to agree wi th that furnished by Sun'eyor Lepage, in his 
report of 188:3, (page i.)8), }Ir, L~page adds that the Oa'>up:o;cnll in its 
higher reaches,recei"es a number of affluents, that thl:' >':llmon ascend to the 
Still Waters, and that the river, as well as the lakes at its head, abound also 
with trout. Mr. Burean, who visited the river in l~.,i, reportl~d as follows: 
"This river is also well stocked with fish, especially salmon and trout. 
The salmon run up as far as the east branch. The lakes which empty into 
this river are also filled with trout, but the salmon cannot pass above the 
falls, marked on the outlet. I am told that $:300 worth of trout are taken 
every winter by people from Campbellton, who ship it to the States." Mr. 
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Mach die say,; of the Casnpscull in,his report for 1884: " The Ctsnpscull, a 
tributary of th~ :'Iatapedia, flows through the township of C:1snp.~<,ull and 
unsurveyed lands, falling into the Matapedia about thirty'six miles above 
junction of the latter with the Ite;:;ti!l'on,'he. It is praticable for canoes up 
to a point about twelve miles from ih mouth, where there is a broken fall 
or cas<'ade, some twenty feet or more in height. None of the lands on its 
banks are disposed of. Statements made to me with respect to its value 
for fishing wen' ,rery contradictory, such as, "Salmon do not go above the 
falls "-" Salmon do not stop at all in the lower part of the river, but go at 
once aboye the first fa1l8."-" It (the lower part) will afford moderate fishing 
for two rods all the season."-" None but large fish can p.ISS over the first 
falls."-" There is nothing to prevent any salmon from getting above these 
fa1l8."-" There are only three pools in the fir8t twehre miles." &c. In 
examininO" the first twelYe miles, I obselTed some fifteen places where 

'" salmon might lie, but was unable to try them, so cannot say how many of 
them may he called" pools." I think it probable, howe,rer, that salmon may 
be caught in at least six of them while running in, with the water in good 
condition. I understand that there are also some good pools ab)ye the 
falls, but it is difficult to r~ach them, and it was impraticable for me to do 
so at the time, as I was not prepared for making a portage. A party taking 
the rinr on a five years' lease, might have a road cut by which access to 
the upper portion could be more easily obtained, and would probably find 
good fishing there. This river is said to be much poached, and especially 
by parties from Salmon lake, who take large quantities of fish from the 
spawing' beds in the upper waters. It wonld thus seem necessary, in order 
to proted it effectually, for the guardian to go into camp above the falls, 
and remain in the yicinity of the spawning grounds from the time when 
the fish ani ye there until they disperse after spawning. Snch protection 
could not fail to be beneficial to the owners and lessees of fishing rights in 
the lower portions of the Metapedia and Restigouche, by increasing the 
number of fish that would return through those waters to spawn in their 
native river; and the exclusive control of these riYers on that account alone 
should be worth a considerable sum to the parties referred to." The 
Cas ups cull is at present embraced in the lease of the Mctapedia to Sir 
George Stephen. 

The Humqui, which runs into the south· west side of the Metapedia, 
three miles below lake Metapedia, is also a salmon river, included in the 
lease to Sir George Stephen, with the Metapedia and the Casupscull. Mr. 
Mackedie thus refers to it in his report for 1883: "The first river flowing 
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through Orown lands which I examined was the Humqui, a tributary of 
the Matapedia. It is naturally frequented by salmon, and contains several 
fine pools above the granted lands; and, if protected, would be worth 
leasing, but some of the people liying in the neighborhood are inveterate 
poachers and allow the salmon no chance to il1<'l'l'asl'. It is generally under
stood that every salmon that goes up the river is speared. In order to pre
vent this wholesale destruction of breeding fish by keeping t.hem out of 
the Humqui altogether, a dam has heen placed al'l'OSS the Mat:qwdia, below 
Salmon lake, by Mr. Stephen. When I saw this dam it was not in a condi
tion to hinder the passage of salmon, but I was told that it was intended 
to raise and repair it, so as to make it an effectual barrier. This is in direct 
contrayention of the fishery law-sec. 13, sub-sec. 5-but under the circum
stances it would appear to be more merciful to the fish than letting them 
pass up freely would be." 

The Assemetquagan, another tributary of the Metapedia, falling in on its 
left bank, is a famous trout stream. 



LAXD-LOCKED SALl\ION 'VATERS. 

LAKE ST. JOHN AND ITS TRIBUTARIES. 

Lake St. John, the great inland sea at the head of the Saguenay ri,er, 
and its numerous tributaries are the home par excellence of the far-famed 
01lall(lllirhe or land-locked salmon, a fish which is now attractbg the more 
general attention of anglers and which is not excelled in gameness or 
toothsomeness even by its congener, the true sa/li/o-si/lar. Trout, pickerel, 
pike, while-fish, &c., also abound, and afford good sport, but the ouananiche 
constitute the real charm of these waters for the sportsman. They are taken 
both in the great lake itself and for certain distances up the different rivers 
which fall into it, as well as at its discharge. Lake St. John is tapped 
directly by the Quebec and Lake "'t. John railway, which extends on one 
side to the north-westward as far as Robernll, crossing on the way the 
Ouiatchouan and Ouiatchouanishe riYers, and on the other to the north-east
ward as far as the Metabetchouan riYer, whence it is the intention to push 
the construction of the road to Chicoutimi, at the head of steamboat navi
gation on the Saguenay. The pTincipal tributaries of Lake St. John are: 

The Belle Rieh:re which Tises in the lake of the same name, in the county 
of Chicontimi, and f81ls in about six miles abo,-e the Little Discharge of the 
great lake. 

The Netobdd/OI/({II, a fine broad stream, which enters on the south side 
about eight miles higher up than the Belle. It rise in lake X aguagami in 
the yicinity of Kiskisink or Cedar Lake, on the line of the Lake St. John 
Railway, and has a total course of between GO and 70 miles. Its upper 
waters and the lakes which discharge into them swarm with speckled trout 
of the largest size and finest qualily, and its lower reaches are frequented 
by the ouanalliche. It is leased in two sections, the upper and lower, at a 
rental of $1.50 each per annum. 

The Ouiatchollan, which means in the Indian lanO'uaO'e " Do you see the 
~ ~ 

Falls there'? " and which enters the south-west corner of Lake St. John, a 
little more than the same distance further, has a course of Pi9i' miles. About 
a mile from its mouth are the Great Falls, 230 feet high. They rival those 
of Montmorency in height and far surpass them in the distribution of the 
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. water as it descends over the pend an t rocks. These beautiful falls can be 
seen almost from the opposite side of Lake St John and have given the 
river its name. Ouinaniche are taken in the estuary and as far up as the 
falls while the upper reaches of the river and the tributary lakes abound 
with red and grey trout, pickerel, &c. 

The Ouiatchou(lnishe or Little Ottiatclwuan, about six miles beyond, joins 
the lake on the west side. It is a somewhat smaller stream. 

The River aux Iroquois is another small stream falling into the lake on 
the west side at St. Prime. 

The AshuapmoucllOuan or Charnouchouan is one of the largest tributaries of 
the lake, into which it falls on the west side, and might properly be consid
ered the continuation of the Saguenay. It is o,"er half a mile wide at its 
mouth,. rises in the highlands forming the watershed of the rivers flowing 
on the one side towards the ~t. Lawrence, and on the other towards Hudson 
Bay, and, in its course of about 170 miles, receives the waters of many 
tributary rivers and lakes. At about !12 miles from its mouth, it divides 
into two branches, one of which being the largest, is called by the Indians 
the Chief river and the other retains the name of the Ashuapmonchouan, as 
far as lake Ashuapmouchouan, a large sheet of water, 'whence to its sonrce 
it is called the Nikoubau. Among the affiuents which join it in the lower 
part of its course, are the rivers it l'Ours, au Saumoll and Pimonka. These 
are famous fishing grounds for the OllinOIl/clit'. Mr. SUl'Yeyor Gagnon states 
at page 133 : "That part of the riYer Chamouchouan, called Pimonka, 
abounds in fish, of eight different species, viz: salmon, Oil/II 0 Il/clil', trout, 
dore, white fish, carp, loach, pike and perch. The trout espl·ci·dly is of 
superior quality, abundant and large, measuring from ~o to 30 inches in 
length; it is called mingollche by the Abenaqui Indians. Lake" Witouche " 
abounds in fish, such as the" witouche", white fish and delicious trout. 
The same remarks apply to the other lakes where trout is more abundant 
and superior in quality." 

The -'Jlistassini, so called from the supposition that it was the ancient 
route to Great Lake Mistassini, falls into the north west corner of Lake St. 
John, about three miles from the Chamouchouan. This is also a large rinl' 
abounding with fish. It has numerous tributaries, among which the largest 
are the Mistassibi, aux Rats, Wassiemska, &c. 

The Peribonka, which discharges on the north side about 12 miles from 
the last, is one of the largest, as it is also the most beautiful of all the 
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tributaries of Lake St. John. The Little Peribonka falls into it near its 
month. 

The Gralld and Little Disrllllt".!J' of Lake St. John are also famous fishing 
gronnds, especially the former. Mr. ~l1lTeyor Duberger, page l~G, says: 
" Both the Petite and the Grande Dechargo offer a great ad,'antage to 
settlers by the quantity of fish of ditferent speci,'s which abound in their 
waters, such as pike, ouinaniche and pickerel, &"., &c., particularly about 
the islands on the borders of Lake t;t. J ohu." Some of the best ouianalliche 
fishing groundR on the Grand, as well as the Little Discharge, are in private 
hands, but the islands of the Grand Discharge which are also capital 
ground are leasable and actually let at a rental of 620. 

All the riYers falling into Lake St. John, as well as the Grand and 
Little Discharge, are accessible by rail. steamer, boat or waggon. 



INLAKD LAKES AND STREA:\IS. 

The inland lakes and streams of the province ot' i1lwh,'", w hidl abound 
with the various kinds of trout, bass, pike, pickerel and olh,'r ~'altl\' !i,~h 
prized by the angler, and which may be leased from the C;'J\','rnnHmt, are 
much too numerous to be described or even catalogued. In fact, most of 
the province, especially its northern section, is simply an immense network 
of lakes and rinrs, large ane. small, con:o;tituting a ,'eritable sportsman and 
angler's paradise. Thousands of these beautiful forest-em-ironed bodies of 
water within the Crown domain have nen'r been fished, and many of 
tham are nameless. Some of them lie just beyond the sdtlements and 
others again can only be reached by canoe, the logg-ing roads of the lum
berer or the trails of the adventurous hunter and trapper. The following 
information is therefore confined to such of these inland waters as are 
referred to in the foregoing reports of surveys, to those adually under h'ase 
and to those which are more or less accessIble by the regular lines of com
munication from the great centres, such as Ottawa, Montreal, Three Ri,'ers, 
Quebec and Sherbrooke. 

OTTA\VA DIVISTOX. 

This territorial division, comprising the extensi,'e counties of Ottawa 
and Pontiac, and having the cities of Ottawa and Hull, as its chief centre, is 
drained by the great Ottawa river and its numerous tributaries and dotted 
oYer with so many lakes and connecting streams, many of them of great 
magnitude, that it would be impossible to enumerate more than a mere 
tithe of them. The lakes on the Rouge, Petite Nation, Du Lievre, Blanche, 
Gatineau, Coulonge. Black, &c., branches of the main river, and their affiu
ents are famed for the abundance of their game fish, such as speckled and 
forked-tail trout, bass, pike, pickerel, maskinonge or mnskalonge, white 
fish, &c., and among them may be more particularly mentioned the 
following: 

Ottawa County.- Lake Wolfe, in the township of Ponson by; lakes 
Rognons, Rond, au Brochet and Long, in Amherst; Cameron, aux Castors 
and des Trois Montagnes, in Clyde; Maskinonge, des Mauves, la Truite 
and Vert, in Labelle; de la Montagne Tremblante, Grand lac Castor, Long, 
Vert and Mitchell, in J oIy; Macaza, Chaud and a Ia Grue, in Marchand; 
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Longues Pointes, Desert, Cameron, Maskinonge,:dn Rat Musque and au 
:-:able, in La Minerve; Great and Little Kominingue, des lIes, Blanche, 
Noir, Big Bay and Croche, in Loranger; Sucreries and Rond, in Wadding
ton; ~imon, Barriere and Vert, in Hartwell, which are connected with 
Great and Little Whitefish, Long and aux Sucreries lakes, in the unorgan
ized territory to the northward; lakes Ecorce, in Lathbury; Heart, Poisson 
Blanc and Sinsic, in )Iulgravo; Clay, in Villeneuve; Grand Lac, McArthur, 
:'IcLeod, :-:te. Helene and Tamo, in Portland; Rouge, Kiamika and Bark, 
in Kiamika; du Cerf, St. Germain, in Dudley; des Sables, Corbeau, Ser
pent, des Aigles and au BJ'ochet, in McGill; des Ours and Wabassee, in Wells; 
au Poisson Blanc, Thirty-One Mile, ~Iitchell, a la Carpe, au Rat, Cameron, 
Pemichaugan, &;"., in Cameron, Blake and Northfield; Great and Little Cedar, 
Blue Sea, d"s Isles and Grant, in BouchdLe; a la Truite and au Brochet, in 
Low; St. Joseph, Quinn, Long, au Castor Blanc, Sapin, 1\1 nrray and Hogan, in 
A umond; Hall and Serpen t, in Kensington; Da8katong, Long, Clair and 
Piscatosin, in Baskatong; Bras Coupe, in Lytton; Etroit, Pontiac, LOll~r 
Hogan, DIanI' and Rond, in E~'all ; Philomene and 1'1. la Carpe, in Sicotte, &c., 
&c., besides thousands of others in the unorganized territory in the rear. 
Surveyor lIr.-:~1artin says of the to'wnship of Amherst (page :2G9): "The 
streams and hkes abound with fish and the country 'with game." SlUTeyor 
Rouey says of thl' township of Blake (pa~'e :271): "In reference to the waters 
in Blake, they are, as iu the other lab·s in that cOllntry, well stocked "ith 
plellty of good fish, more especially, the beautifvl Thirty-One Mile lake, 
which contains th,> finest fresh water trout I have ever seen." 8nlTt'yor 
Rainboth says of the township of Donchette (page :27:3): "There are seYt'ral 
goou roads, g'"ot! markets for all kinds of produce, the lakes teeming with 
fish, illlm':l1",· quantities of which are caught every winter by the settlers." 
And again "I the towllship of Cameron (page ~75): I> There is a beautiful 
stretch of lakes on Post creek extendinrr from the Gatineau river to the 
Grand lake, and they are teeming ,yi t h '=' fish of the finest Yariety, :-uch as 
hunt, white fish, bass, pike, &c. :3uryeyor ::'Iathieu says of the township 
of Clyde (pa~'e ;276): " Lnkes are numerous and abound with trout, some 
of very large· size." :Sun-eyor Allen says of the townships of Dud_ey and 
Kiamika (page :,277): "The riYers and the lakes abound ,yith excellent fish, 
trout, pike, perch, bass, pickerel and chub, a soft watery fish averaging 
from four to six pounds in weight, trout predominating in the lakes. in 
fact, monopolizing the most of them, and chub predominating in the rivers." 
Surveyor Johnston says of the township of M ulgraye (page 288): " All the 
lakes in this township abound in salmon trout, some of which are of a 
,ery hrge size. There seems to be no other species of fish in these lakes, 
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except Gull lake, where perch are caught in great abundance." Snrveyor 
Rainboth says of the township of Robertson (page 297): "Game in great 
variety is yery plentiful throughont this section of country." Surveyor 
Russell says of the territory of the'Rouge, dn Lievre and Petite Nation 
rivers (page HI) : "The fur-bearing animals are pretty well decimated, 
deer, that is, moose, caribou and the Virginian or chenenil are moderately 
abundant. Of fish, the lakes and streams seem to pO>;8e"" a bountiful sup
ply, consio:ting: for the most part of the finest kind of tront, pickerel or dore 
and the pike families." 

Pontiac County. - Lakes Lapeche, in Onslow; Sinclair, in Aldfield; 
Kantuagama, in Dorion; Lacroix and Blue :-lea, in Church; Ellen and 
Mary, in Olapham, connecting with lake Dumont; Squaw, Hickey and 
~Ioore's, in Huddersfield; Oalumet and McGillinay, in Chichester; 
McOonnell, in Aberdeen; besides the following, among a vast multitude 
of others, in the unorganized territory beyond the settlements :-Pylhonge, 
Desert, Round, Thomasine, Papin, Green, Dnsable, Island, Pike, Windfall, 
Bark, 'Wolf's, Trout, Moose, Nicota, Big, Dam, Gardner's, Kawaskiamiqua, 
Barriere, Kanequanika, Bouchette, Kakebonga, Poignau, Pine, Des Rapides, 
Trayers, Great Bear, Price, Lindsay, Big, Grassy, \VoH, Oorsick, Ecarte, 
Sasseganigon, Winnowaya, Ostaborning, Keepawa, Turtle, Mohr's, Little 
Moose, &c., &c. Sun'eyor McGrath says of the township of Aldfield (page 
302): " The best fishing lakes in this part of the pro\'ince are in Aldfield 
and Oawood." Snryeyor llnmais says of the township of Gnigues (page 
315): ,. 011 the sixth and seventh ranges, there are three little lakes in 
which pike abound. Lake Sa""ag;alligou, sitHated at the depth of the ninth 
range, seemed to me pretty large (.,I, or .5 miles long), and possess,>s bays 
and islands. Pike, trout, white 1ish and pickerel are plentiful iu its 
waters." :-lnrye~'or Roney says of the townships of Leslie and Oawood 
(page 316): "This country is very well supplied ,,,its springs, brooks, 
rivers and lakes, of which the ",aters are pure ana Yery healthy. 80me of 
of the lakes are of a good size, and yery plentifnlly supplied \,ith choice 
fish, and lovers of tront come from a distance to feast from those lakes. The 
Kazabazua river runs through a large portion of thi:; survey; it is a nice 
stream." SUl'Yeyor Evans says of the township of Sheen (page 310): "Fish 
abound in a1l the large lakes. The varieties consists of pike, pick.>rel, bas.,; 
and trout, chiefly." Sur\'eyor Russell says of the Upper Ottawa country 
(page Jl!I): "The main Ottawa seemed to be well stocked with fish of 
various kinds. The principal seen of the larger or finer as food were: nws
kinonge, pike, pickerel, bass, sturgeon, white fish, atanabit of the smaller or 
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inferior kinds, gold-eyes, suckers, dace, catfish and eels; trout are not 
found in the main stream, but, in some of the tributary lakes, they are got 
in abundance and of the finest quality. Some animals are nJt plenty and 
the fur-bearing ones but moderately so, being pretty well kept down by 
the natiye hunters trappin~' for the Hudson Day Company. :J100se and 
caribou are the rl'prl'~entatin's of the deE'r tribe, but in small llumbers-
1l0thinO' like "what may be founu in the fit. ?1aurice or more eastern terri-

'" tories. The principal fUl'l'l.:'d animals are, on land: bear, lynx, fisher, fox 
and m:1rl .. 'l1; thus.) freqlwnting the water: Iwaver, oLter, mink and 
muskrat. Ui' ~'all1i' birds and wild fowL there are th," ruffed partridge 
and the Canada ~'OO"l', rarely, the ptarmigan, ducks or Y:lrious kinds, 
bitterns, oc('a",ional gl.:'ese and ,-ery rarely swans." 

:\lI)i'\TREAL DIYI:"IOX, 

This di ,-ision, so cdled ]Jl'(':mse it is more accessible from the ci ty of 
I\'1onln'al, which is its chief centre, in..Iudes the counties of Arg'enteuil, on 
the Ottawa, :Jl 011 tcalm and J olit'ttp, 

Ar!!,'(JIiflli/ o 1/1/1 !.I/. \\' hieh is within ea"y clist:ml'f-' of Montreal by the 
Canadian Pacific Raih,-ay, is watered by the Rouge and North ri,-ers, 
besides several minor streams and tributaries, and embral~es a number of 
fine fishing' lakeS in its rear townships, such as the Trembling Mountain 
lake and lake Gauthil'r, in Grandison; lakes it la Truite, Nantel, Carre. au 
Oastor, au Oaribou. de Ill, Baie, Manitou, de la Rouge, Cornu, Helene, a la 
Petite Truite, aux QU8nonilleR or Wolfl', in Wolfe; lakes aux Ecorces, 
Sanon, Dadd and des SeiL:e r,lilles, in :'lunkdm; lakes St. Joseph, St. 
Denis and ~te. Marie, in Howard; and labs :'lorin, Stp. A~'atlw and aux 
Sables, in Beresford. SOlll'~ of these are leasable and not a few of them are 
of considl'rable dimensions. >:)uneyor Quinn (page 5) says of the portion of 
the township of Montcalm, which he sun'eyed: " It is well watered ,yith 
liying stream:; and some lakes of pure water abounding with speckled 
trout and other species of fish; beaver in these lakes and streams are more 
numerous than in any other part. I have also seen many otter, mink and 
other species of amphibious animals and the woods abound with the 
moose, carihou, d,~pr and many other animals, affording' a profitable pasture 
to the settler, trapper and hunter." Surnyor Barnard (page 9) s~tys of the 
inland waters of ,Yolfl': "In the part of the township of Wolfe, which I 
haye subdi\-ided, thpre are, ill addition to fifteen small lakes, five or 
others whose area varies from thirty to a hundred acres. Like Wolfe (nin 
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miles in circumferencp) alone covers It surfa:e of several hundred acre:,;. 
The abundance of trout which these lakes countain may be of great help to 
settlers and fishing for them has already been turned to profitable account 
bV parties settled in the adjoining township. These lakes are likt~wise 

remarkable for the clearness and freshness of their water;;, \Y hich attain a 
considerable depth in some places." Surveyor Leclerc (page 1:2) states that 
"trout abound in all the lakes of ·Wolfe." In 1880, the F\·d,·ral Gon'ru
ment's fishery overseers, for the Argenteuil Di rision, reported: "The prin
cipal kinds of fish frequenting the waters of this di\'ision are the speckled 
and grey trout (of which 5,000 Ibs. were taken during the season), herrings, 
black bass, &c." Surypyor Mc:Jlartin (page -1;')3), \Nho reported as late as 
1887 of the river du Diab1e, 'which takes its rise in Grandison and extends 
through \Volfe to its source, in the county of Montcalm: "To those who are 
in search of sport, J can safely say that the countly on the riYer duDiDblt:' is 
a veritable hunter's paradise, \\"here the forest teems with g':lnw, and trout, 
bass, pike, perch, pickerel, &c., fill the rivers and lah'." with moving' 
things. Their only enemy is the otter, \\' hich i:,; often more destrndiye to 
the finny tribe than the seine, spear, &c. Different kinds of g:Il:1l', such as 
the moose-deer, caribou and red deer ;\l'I~ plentiful, and roam free and 
undisturbed in these quiet forests. They are actually so tame that tlw)' 
know not the fear of man, and can be approached easiiy to within a few 
yards. Small feathered game is not plentiful. Of fur-bearing; animab, the 
bear, otter and mink are numerous. Bea,-er is almost extillct. The abun
dance of game on this riyer is due to the absence of the 1umberm:1ll, tIll' 
sound of whose axe has neyer bCl'll heard ill those part:';. 'l'he Indians, J 
am sorry to say, are now almost totally l'xtinct on the TIoug" and it:,; trib
utaries; the country has thus retained its primitive Gharacter." 

Montcalm Cu/lld!!, situated in r('ar of Argenteni1, Two Mountains, Terre· 
bonne and L'Assomption, contains many excellent lakes which are the head
waters of streams flowing towards the Ottawa, the St. :JIamice and the 
St. Lawrence. Among these may be mentioned lakes a la Truite, in Chert
sey; de l'Orignal and Ouareau, in Chilton; Ouareau, Vaseux, Croche, 
Pembina, Provost and Archambault, in Lussier; de l'Orignal, Archambault, 
Minette, a 1a Quenouille and Black Mountain, in Archambault; Brule, in 
Doncaster; and Long, Beaulieu, He dn Pin, Wright, Catherine, Helene, 
Pope, Daly, aux Sapins, aux Brochets, des Comes, Chaud, Tapanee, &c., &c., 
in the unorganized territory beyond the townships: Some of these are 
leasable. Surveyor Quinn says of the townships of Archambault and 
Lussier (page 260) :" The magnificent lakes of pure water are abundantly 
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stocked with speckled trout, and amphibious animals are numerous around 
the lakes and inlets and furnish yaluable furs." Surveyor Regnaud says 
of the township of Doncaster (page 260): "There is a considerable number 
of lakes and streams. The lakes are generally deep, clear and limpid, and 
their aspect is altogether agreeable." Sun'eyor Temple says of the lakes in 
the rear of ~Iontcalm (page 454): "The lakes abound with trout, maski
non!,!'l', pike, white fish, dore and carp," 

Jolielte COIii/ty.-Among the good fishing lakes in this county, may be 
mentioned lakes Cherrier and des Pins in Cathcart; Two Mountains, Cro
che Proyost and les Trois Scpurs, in Cartier; it la Trni te, in J oliette and in 
the' unorganized terri tory ir.. the rear, lakes L' Assom ption, des Islets, McLel
land, dn Diable, Rat l\lusque, des Baies, Grand Lac, Maisonpierre, Bouleau, 
Rouge, Mattawin, Jobin, Croche, St. Servais, St. Gregoire, &c. Surveyor 
Quinn (page ~41) i'ays: " Speckled trout are numerous in most of the lakes, 
and L'!ssomption river abounds with all species of fish. " 

THREE RIYERS mYlSIU)<. 

This diyisioll, with the city of Three RiYers as its centre, comprises 
the counties of Berthier, Maskinonge, St. Maurice and Champlain, and is 
famous for the great number and superior character as fishing water of its 
numerous lakes and streams tributary to the St. :Maurice river. 

Bertltia CUlllltil.-Lakes Long, Blanc, Clair, La Croix, Caribou and St. 
nose, in the township ot Gautier; D.wid, ~t. Anselme, Remi. St. Pierre, 
Robert and Croclw, in Courcelles; St. Louis, Obomp\yasin and St. Stanis
laus, in ProYost; Des Pins, in Brassard, and Long, in de Maisonneuye 
may be ranked as among the best fishing grounds ill the rear of this county. 
~l1lTeyor Lamier (page 41) says of Provost and Brassard: "There are also 
numerous lakes abounding in very fine trout and other fish." 

JII/sloilloll!!."; COlli/ty.-The rear townships and the unorganized portion 
of this county are dotted with a yast number of excellent fishing lakes and 
connecting streams, such as lakes anx Ecorces, Carufel, a la Truite, Noel, 
du Camp, au Violon, a Deux Etages, au Tonnerre, -Willy and BIeu, in the 
to\'il1ship of Chapleau; Saccacomi in Decalollnes, and lakes Sans Bout, 
des Sables, an Cordon, Grand Lac des Iles and Chamberlin, &c., in the 
unorganized territory. Snry\,yor de Lacheyrotiere says of the waters in 
Chapleau (page 21)1) : "The lakes are well stocked with fish. I took some 
excllllent trout in the lake aux Ecorces. " Surveyor LeBer, says (page 404) : 
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" Except iu the streams eounected with lake ~or .. ier, Grand La .. des Isles 
and lake Sans Bout, there is a surprising abun(lal1ce of small trout in this 
part of the riYer du Loup, but no other fish. Besides roaming animals, such 
as mink, otter and others, there are considerable numhers of lW3yer in the 
river du Loup. If the hunting of beayer were prohibited for tt'll years, the 
number of these' animals ,,,ould increase prodigiously." Som,' of the lakes 
in this county are adu~llly under lease. In V-:~fi, the ~.!.'n31't1i:m of some of 
these lakes reported as fo11o,,,'s : " Lakes Willy, TOl1lwrre and St. Bernard, 
are all well stocked with small sized trout, of from a quarter to a half 
pound; the trout in Lake Saceacomi are much larger, reaching from three 
even to six pounds, but are not so plentiful as those in the other lakes, 
owing to tke excessi,'e fishing to which they haye been suhjected, winter 
and summer, for some years past. Doubtless Lake Saccacomi will soon 
recoyer its former condition, now that it is well protected." During the 
same year, the lessees of these lakes reported their season's catch at ::,5~0 
trout, weighing 1,i50 Ibs. a\'erage weight} lb ; largest fish G lbs. In 188i, 
the club reported the trout steadily increasing and a catch of L~% trout, 
weighing 9-!8 Ibs, and last year their catch wao; reported at 1,i~I.) tLut, 
weighing 897t lbs. They pay a rental of $50. 

St. J1IIIlIrice COllllty.-The fishing lakes and streams in thi:-: county are 
also uumerous and in high repute. Among them may be spl'('ified lakes a 
l'Eau Claire, in Oaxton ; Pizagonque, des Pins Rouges, a l'Isle, it la OoureusE', 
in Belleau; Grand Lac f.-:0nri~, in Shawil1egan; des Chutes, aux Ohantiers 
and Pembina, in Des!:mllJiers, ri\'er a la Ohiel1lw, &". Surveyor TIal'llard 
(page 466) says: "The riyer a la Ohienlle i:-: famed for its pike and trout 
fishing. As tor pike. I \yas unable to note their existence here, as I had 
occasion to do on a preceding' expedition, at another point on the Matawin, 
where I saw some of tlH'~e fish taken. m·ighiuQ,· , . .., lb3. and pil'kerel of 10 

. Ibs; but I do not doubt that lac au Bro .. het (Pike lake), which fignr\:':-: 011 

the plan ot this tributary, was thus named for good reasons. As for trout, 
I haye seen them taken in great lake a la l'hieune, weighing 1U lbs. and in 
abundance." Mr. Mackedie, \\'ho, in lS8.). inspected part of the lake 
country lying in the angle formed. by the confluence of the :-it. Maurice 
and Mahwin rin·rs, and actually under lease. rep,l]'ted as follows: 
" Some three miles from St. Elie. Oil the banks of Lake Long, stands 
the Winchester Olub H0use, originally built hy 111'. Parker for a snmmer 
residence, at an expense, for house and grounds, of about 81.,000. From 
the WinchAster Club House we proceeclerl throngh lake Lons, l:1ke de Gau
vreau, lake Vert, lake de Joe, hke ,\ Bellemare, and o\'er the intel"\'ening 

52 
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portages, coming out on a country rondo I did not test any of these lakes, 
as most of the lands about them are granteel. and they are not understood 
to be a,'ailable for leasing. From the last lake ahoye mentioned, we drore 
to lake Pizagonk[>. one of the group l"ased to the Shawinegan Club, and 
near the foot, or south end of \"hich, the Club haye placed their head
quarters. The estal.lishmellt of this Club con;;:its of the club-house, sixty
two feet in lClHrth; ladies' honse, twentY-"ight feet square; barn, thirty-six 
feet by thirty ;~ boat-house, forty feet long, besides thirty arpents of land 
<'learI'd. most of it all'l',Hly under ('ultiYation. The Club ha,'e likewise built 
a wn!:!'nll road from the settlements 10 the lake, six miles in length, at a cost 
of 8Iil~(I. besides cutting out three miles of portage roads between lakes and 
making other impron:'ments. They claim to haye expended OWl' 8::;,001) in 
this connection and aTe anxious to procure a gr;mt of 300 or 400 acres of 
land for l'ultiYation, grnzillg' and other purposes of the establishment. The 

. lakes leas,>,l to this Club lie in the uE"lll\'eyt~d portions of the townships of 
l}"}l"au anel ]},>"anlllier,.;. The most important are lake Pizagonke, about ~ 
miles long but ""ry llnlTO\\' : ell Croix, shaped as it;.; !lame indic~tes, ab)nt 
a mile across; (lps L-.lc·s, I \\'11 miles InIlQ': Rond, barely a mile in diametl'l'; 
Littl", three quart,'r;.; of a mile; Dr(),L,lll', two and a half or three mile" ; 
Caribou, three mil.,,, (0]' mc.l't.' ; allX hIt'S, about tw'O miles; Croche, &ome
thing' OYer a mile; Gauthi,'l', rather I:;maller, ant! An(ikiamak, genemlly 
called" YaQ'amak." t hr<-'l' milp:; loug. The la.st men tiolled contains pike, 
pikereJ, loch.· and chub, Ire ",llldlt seyeral of the 11r:'t named by trolling, 
\Highill~' from 1 lb to ti} Ibs. The other la];:.',.; are all fairly well stocked 
with "l'l"'kled trout, \\'hieh are understuu,l to haye illcreal:;t'(l cOllsiderabl~' 
in numbers durillQ' the la~t tlll'<~(' y.'ar". that j", to "'<1y, siuL'c the''';l' waters 
hayt' been under ]..ase to fll,· ~hawlll\'Q';ll\ Club and kllU\\'Jl to be protected. 
'Ill., ji~h in Piza!.!oll];:'" appeared to IJt' of ,atlwr small size, uyeraging about. 
ji Ye to the pound. Those in the others 01' Sha winegan lakes run larger, in 
some cast'S reachinQ' 3 lbs. From the fOllt of lake I, Yagamak" it i" only a 
short distance, say 10 minutes' paddling', to the :JIata\Yin river, in which 
pike of much larg'er size than those in the lake ;.;el'lll to abound, one of ~IJ 
lbs hanll!,!' been killed by Olle of our party dming a short time on the water 
before breakfast." In 1:-;:-:7, thl' guardian 01 the :-:ha\vinegan Club';.; laktcs 
reported as follows: "Abundaw't) of trout, grey and speckled; also numbers 
of pickerel and pike. The eatel! of this year was in round numbers "bont : 
]~,I)Olllbs. of trout; 2,000 Ihs. of pike; :2,0 111) Ibs. of pickerel, (dore)." This 
Club p<1y an annual rellial of 8100. 

C/!alllplaill County. - The lake and ri nl' system of this county is "ery 
extenslYe and em braces some of .the best fishing waters in the pro,-ince, 
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which are rendered more or less accessible by the great river SL :\Ianrice 
and its many tributaries, including the Matawin, Rat, Vprmillion, Flam
mand, Ribbon, Manouan, ~1ekinac, Petite and Grande Bostonnais, Croche, 
Pierriche, Tranche and Windigo, as well as by the Batiscan riYer, the Piles 
and Basses Laurentides Railways from Three Rivers, ~1ll(1 the Lakc' St. John 
Railway from Quelw('. Among ih lakes may lw "nllllll'!';I1"(1 the following: 
)Iekinac, Caribou, Lafontaine, Vincent, Long, Ar"]lall~"";\ l'Onr.~, Pe"he, 
Clair, Frnn~'ai·, Fou, Dawsoll, ;\ la Trnite, au ~I('i!.;·h, Batisc<1n, Dickey, Mas
ketsy, Roberge, aux h1es. Tnwers, Dussault, it Deaujonr, (~ilardenu, AI,·x, 
Long, du Centre, au Lard, Drill':'. a la Loutre, (\\:,tor, ,Yaragnmack, Great 
and Little, a Boncher, du Raccourci, Ecarte, Kempt, Sasnmaskin, GrallLl Lac 
des Cinq and an infinity of otlwrs. Som,· of tlw~'-' bodies of watp!, are ,rery 
extensiye; among others g:'eat lake 'Yay~lg·:ltna,'k whi"h i~ 11 miles long 
and 3 wide, anel, according to ~l1rn~yor D~L.H'h'·'·rnti,'·re (png.· 1-\:1), " ('-"'m.'; 
with fish, the tront 1 ) .. ill Q' of "X""] kll ( quality." Snryeyor Cnl'gT:lilJ 
says of the s"ction ,'xt"lldinQ' from :\Iekin:lc township to the island 
of lake Edw~ll'Cl: .. It is intersected "dth sil'cll mountains and lakes, of 
which some are \'err larg'c; they aI'" g·(·nl'r;tlly (l,"'p and fnll of Ji.~h" :-iur
yeyor Blaiklock (p:l~'" -I1i0) says the country extendill~' from L1 Tuque 
towards Lak,> St. John, is "well ,Yatered by strl'arns and innumerable 
small and large lakes." Surveyor Gagnon (page -t7:2) says the lakes of the 
river Trenche " abound in fish." :\]r. ~Lt<'b-'c1ie, who ntli"ially in"p"ded a 
portion of the lake country of this county, in 18:<;, reportecl as follows: 
"I paid a flying visit to a few of those leasc(l to :'11'. Wm. Parker, for the 
Laurentian Clnb. The country within \vhich the::;c lie may be (l"~<Tibed as 
bounded on the south-west by the lill<' bet w('l'n the counti!·s of Champlain 
and 8t. Maurice, on the north-west by the riv('r l\Iata\yin, on the north 
and east by the rin'l' St :\IanricC', and on tIlt' south-east by the Peche 
lakes, and comprises an area of one hundred anel fifty square miles. These 
lakes are diyided into four distinct groups. The most accessible are the 
Peche lakes and tributaries, ,some twenty·five or more in numb,:r, which 
discharge their "yaters into the St. Maurice, through the I\·dl(~ ri'-!'r, about 
six miles above the Piles Rail way-station. The first and sC'cond Peche 
lakes, as they a]'(' named on the official maps, are about three and a half and 
two and a halfmiles long, rf'spectiYely, with a short strC'tch of broken water 
between them, They are well stocked with lake-tront of large size, f-'ome 
that I caught weighing between four and fi,-e pounds. These are not 
found in any of the other Likes of the system. They also contain perch of 
over a pound in weight, and watassee, another scale-fish, something like a 
small herring, besides gudgeons or chub, and reelfinshiners, VI' hich sen-e as 



loud 101' the larg,'r fibh. A substantial :og house has been built on the first 
lake for the an'ommodation of members of the club. The third and fourth 
l'eche lake". otherwise called la,' Clair and lac du Franyais, pretty little 
sh,'cb of water, each about two-thirds of a mile across, appear to be quite 
<hstind from the huger lak.·I". They "\\'<1l'm with speckled trout, though I 
belie\'o thl'\' haH' l1l1del'golle a good deal ot' poaching I was informed that 
nine hUlldr~'d poulld" weight ot' Ji,.,h had been taken from them last winter. 
Tlw~ .. lak!:'/; nre I,·,,~ than two miles from the St. Maurice rin~r, and not 
more thall fi\'.) mil,'1" from thp Pilp:s Railway station abon' mentioned. A 
t~O\'''l'llnwnt road, lo,oally called the Dubord road, o\,er which I passed in 
appl'oachill!.!,· til" first l't"'lw lab' from the Sh3.\Yinegan rh-er, runs dose by 
a tilly lak ... lpt called lac des Vases, \yhich appeared to be fairly alive with 
trout of small alld lIlt lli um size. Lake des hlL's or la Trui te, which I also took 
on my route, li('., dose to the first laak de la Peche, on the west. This is a 
lake of,'oli,,..id"lal:le ~ize. beillg'nearly, if not quite, two miles in diameter. Its 
'watel" ,11'l' ll'murkabl y brigh t and clear, and con tain II ambers of largtl 
l'l"dd"d tront a" li\'ely and!.!alllY ;lS eny angler ('an desire. These five, 
'l'ruilP, tin,t alld :-,,·,'ond p,'"h,·, Clair and Franyais, were all the lakes of 
tlw 1'",'he !.!roup that I ex::nnilled. They alone wonld, in my opinion, 
wl'll repay the tronhl e aUtI, expense of a trip to \Oisit them Another group 
(it 1ak"s. llall1.·d after th., ('pntr;d and largest one, whil.'h is called 1'ery 
appropriatl:'ly lake Fon, li"s some distanc.' to the north of the Peche group. 
It is mudl more difficult or a,"·"~S than the latter, though n'r)' probably 
:[ shorter aud ea"i,'r W:1Y ofr"<1chil!g' it than that by which I was conducted 
tl) it 1ll:IY I", inUlld, Thp I'"uk I fnllowed was by way of creek Fou, which 
fail:; illl" t h,' :-:1. }Ltmin=' about "ix or eight mil.,s abon~ De, Piles; creek 
Hondwnl. \\'hich rnn, into l'I't'l,k Fllll ; a porta!.!'" of two miles oyer a winter 
wad; thl'l! alllJlg ~\'\",'ral "hol't str,·tdll's of creek Fon again, \yith int.'r
Yl'llillg port;I!.!"", to the lake ib,·lr Th .. total l"llgth of the portag~s, oyer 
,\,hidl the callU\',"', tent--, pl'Oyi"i()ns, l~L', had to be carried on the men's 
hacks, \\,<1" ahu\",' "ix miles; and as two trips had to be made at each 
lallding-, thl' mpn had to ,,,alk more than pight,··u miles, cilrryiilg heayy 
loads for tWl'hoe mile/!. Thp bl""t part of two days was occupied in going in 
from Ill'" rill'S to lake Fon, bnt a day sufficed lor the return trip, on 
account of the route belllg' known and the \\"lc;ht 01' proyisiOlls somewhat 
reducl"d, Lake Fon is about i'unr mill'S 100lO' and ot yery irreO'ular sha1)e. 

~, e 
Its most remm'kable ieatUl'l'S :1!'1' the number of del'p bays which radiate in 
elll directions from the main channel, and the near approach of the opposite 
s:lOres at se\-eral di tferen t points, affording, to a person seeing it for the 
first tnne, a sn,'cl'ssion of I'urprises, as each new portion, preYiously unseen, 
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comes into yiew. It is, however, chiefly worthy of notice in this report ou 
account of the number and size of the s!,,'l'!del tront it contains. The 
average weight of those taken whilfl I was there, early in the season, was 
fnlly a pound; some of them weighed over two pounds. I have since been 
informed that the average of some caught later in the Sl'ason \vas consider
auly larger; of sixteen fish, not one was less than two pounds in weight. 
The other LIkes of this group, according to the information gi\'1'1l me, rm' 
some eighteen in number, and all are well stocketl with trout of tIl<' same 
species. Owing to want of tinw, I could not Yi~it any of the l:tk,!,~ in th, 
other t INO groups, but wi t h :'Ill'. P,ll'ker's a,.,si,.;tilllc,,, I g':t thel'ed information 
respecting them to thl' following effect: A group "11 :t stream ,'aIled the 
McLaren e]'l'ek, falling into the Shawilll'g'tn ri\'er, numbers fi\'" lakes, all 
ali\'e with brook trout. In two of thes,~ bk.'s, Brul," and frnite, the fish run 
from one to fOilr pounds in weight. The Ltkl'," of th, fourth group, some 
seventeen in number, are known as the Cinq lakes (La .. s des Cinq,) Their 
waters flows into the Mata\vin ri,'er, about th'e mill's above the junction 
of the lattt·r with the:-:t. ~Iauri,',·. They are said to II,' ullI'i \'aIled with 
regard to the numbers of speckled trout they contaiH. If any reliall"" may 
be placed upon the statements of men who h,\\'l' spent much of thpir time 
in the woods in connection with lumbering' oper,\tiolls, it ,,'ould :l111','ar 
that the cCiuntry north of the :\Ia ta w in is dotted wi tli inn u Illl'ra btu lakes, 
all well stocked with trout, and in some insianl'('''; containing fish of 
remarkably large size. From a man who had heen a j()J'(1man in :'III'. I3aptic:t's 
employ, I obtained some circumstantial detail,.;, as follows: - On the Peti t 
Castor stream, which falls into the ~lata\Yin at a piau calII'd '1'"[,, lles 
Oinq, there are eight lakes, the first large (Jill' b"lll~' Ion I' mil",.; trn:tl the 
Matawin. On the creek de]a Truie, two ~lI1all lak'!:-l. On the "I"'"k de 
Houle, four lak"s. On the ri "er ('a,~ till' ~ oil' t \VII lakc~, ( III the \'1'('1' k l'rnd,>n t, 
falling into the (',Islor X oil', two large lakes, t\\'o mi l,~,,; and fonr lI1il,'~ long, 
respectively; on another branch, Lac Clair, ('ulltainjn~' larg,~ trout; and on 
yet another, Lac Long, three miles in length. These seem to 1)1> Ilnly a few 
of the lakes lying within ten or twel\-e miles north of the :'ILttawin and 
west of the St. Maurice. East of the St. :'Iauri,~e, thp lab,,.; appear to be 
equall y n nmerous. ,Vi th a steam boat run lling on this ri \'cr hL,t weell I'I>,.,; 

Piles and La Tuque, and stopping at c~)llvenient points, this di:·drid only 
requires to be brought into notin" to become the resort of hosts of an~'lers, 
who for many years to comp would find all the fishing they ,'ontd desire 
within cllsy reach of the ri \'l'r, in the midst of scenery unsurpassed for 
beauty, and at much less expense than is now entailed by a short s~jonru 
in the Adirondacks or the lake region of the ~tate of Maine." In 1,"~G, the 



local guardi,Ul officittily reported lakes ]{o]Jerge, ~Ia~kdsy, &('., "full of 
fish " allJ ill 1.'';:)7, the official report l'e;,pedillg' lakes des Cinq, Fou, ella 
l'eche, &c., \VQS as fo11o\\"s : "These lakes contain brook and salmon tront; 
only one contains :.!,'ll'\" trout. The number of these fish is astonishing. " 
In 1 '"S ,') , the Laurentian Club reported their catch in the last mentioned 
lakes at :3,.jon trout and their large~t fish at :3 Ibs weig'ht. In the Peche 
lakes, tIll' larg('st fish ("anght \yl'iglwd 7t Ibs. For the two sets of lakes, the 
Club pap rentals of ~50 and $7;;. The other ..In],;,., \vhich han~ leased lakes 
in the "lllUl' county, pay rentals \';\I"~'illg' from 611)0 to 81u. 

This diy ision, \\' hi"h compri O',·s the extensi ,'e conn ties of Portneuf, 
Quebec and ~lontmorency, and has the city of Qnebec, the capital of the 
Provil\<"', as its gn';d centre, is the one actually most in favor with the 
angling fraternity. This i:-: due to the factthat it is tra,ersed throughout most 
of its l"lI!,'th by the Lake:-;t. John Railway, an excellent road now equipped 
'W ith all the 1"1 q uiremen t:-; and comforts of modern tra \.(.!, which has opened 
up and remIt· red more or less u, 'C\'s:-:i ble on both sides of its line, a vast region 
amollg the Laurentian mounbills, famons for the gTandelll' of its scenery 
and actually t<'('luing \"ith lakE's and riYers hitherto locked up ill the wild· 
ernes~ and a bsol ntel y s warming with the finest trout, pickerel and other 
game fish. A llumbl'r of local and other clnbs, as well as pri,'ate parties, 
have leased som,' of the mr,,,t accessible lakes and streams along the rail· 
way alld made ,·ollsidprabh· impro\'ements, erectill~' ,·Inb·houses, cutting 
roads, &c, and appli,·;ttions from w('aIth., American and other sportsmen 
;He ponrill~' ill daily for oth .. r:-;, but the extent of ~plendid fishing water in 
this di~tl'id is H) immells" that it will satisfy the demand for many years, 
while the l:'xpiration at all early elate of the actual leas,'s will, no doubt, 
throw nllwh presently taken np llgnin upon the market: 

Pur/lieu! County.-This county, which is watered by the riyers Jacques 
Cartier, ~t. Anne, Batiscan, a Pierre, Noire, ~I,'quick and their numerous 
branches, which coyer it like a netvYork, contains a host of fine lakes, many 
of them forming conllected systems of twenty, thirty and even fifty which 
may be leaf'ed together. Amull!.\· these bodies of water. may be mentioned 
the following: Lakes S,'pt Isles, a l'ls1e, Yert, au Chien and it la Truite, in 
Gosford; Hauteur, l'..tit Batiscan, dn Coin, Grande Chnte, du Ruisseau, 
Portage, St. Joachim, au Ren versi, in Rocmont; Bon Lac and Blanc, in 
Tonti; Clair, Belleau and Bellevue, in LaSalle; des Sables and George, 
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in Chavigny : Monlauban, Carilloll, BlanC', ni..!ul'll, Long, Clair, Simon, 
BIeu, Augnste, &c. SurwY0l' Proulx (pag'e -1~7) says of Long lake, ;j miles 
long by 1 broad, at the head of the river i\oil'" . "It aboullLls with L'xcc'llent 
fish." Surveyor Fafard (page 40J) says of the north In'anch of the ri,'er 
Ste. Anne: "The settlers to whom I had occa;;iOIl to speak told me that, 
during the bummer, the riYer ahoull<ls with fish, anel that trout arc t:l};:I'll in 
large quantities, but g't'nerally of small size. I Wa;; a!,-o illl'"nw·d that a 
flew-York gentleman, a paillter, it appear:', named Grace, was ~o dWl'lllcd 
by the beauty of the :,;itp and the attractions of th,! plaq~ tInt he purchased 
a property at the" FOlk;;" and has ,'Ollll) thel,' with his family to '~l"!lld the 
fine season of the last two years. The great number of lakes awl their 
proximity to each other make this a magnificent country fur fishing and 
hunting." Surveyor Lefranyois (page 486) says of tlw lah's on the riYc'r 
?lIal1Yaise: ")I()st of these lakes are yery picturesque and, generally 
speaking, abound' with fish (trout and gudgeon)." Last year (1888) the 
lessee of Petit Lac Batiscan reported his catch at :j,l);jl) trOLlt. 

Quebec CUlIl/ll/.-This county, ,yhich is watered by the Nt. Charles, 
Jacques Oartier, ~tt'. Anne, Bati",'an and a multitude of minor streams, also 
includes an infinity of lakes, large and sma1l, among others, the famons 
lake Edward, some ~o miles lon~', so deservedly praised b~- " Adirondack" 
Murray, Kit Clarke and other sporting writers, for its beauty, and the abun
dance, great size and gameness of its magnificent speckled tront, Great 
Lake Batiscan, with its speckled trout running up to 7, 8 and even 10 Ibs. 
weight; and Ki:,;j;:isillg or Oedar Lake also in high repute for its extraordi
narily heayy trout and pickerel, some of the latter running as high as I.) Ibs. 
The first and last named are tapped by the Lake :-;t. John Railway and the 
second by canoe and portage oyer a distance of 14 10 1.:> miles from the 
line. Among the other famous sheets of "Yater, more or less a", 'e.,;si 1)),· ['rom 
the railway, may be included the following: illoi,')e, 01'Oche, aux Rognons, 
Marteau, de I'Isle, des Passes, Pearl, lake and riYer aux I~ats, au Oanot, aux 
Canards, aux Becscies, Clair, a la Oroix, aux Biscuits, Tran'l's, Trois Cari
boux, Long, Brine, Hugh, a 1a Place, aux Chicots, :\Ietasconac, des nes, 
Carcajou, de Males, N aquagami, Kamamilltigollgue, Kakisksagamack, Bos
tonnais, St. Henri, Hugh, Mirror, au Rat, Baptiste, de la Montagne Brlllee, 
L'Etoile, de la Hauteur, de la Pluie, Najoualank, du Coin, aux Brochet:o, &c. 
Surveyor Oasgrain (page 524) says: "For the first eight miles above lake a 
la Place, with the exception of two rapids, the river, swarming with trout, 
winds with an almost imperceptible current, through magnificent natural 
meadows, where wild hay grows luxuriantly, affording splendid feeding 
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grounds for the moose and caribou which abound in these parts. " Surveyor 
de Lachevrotiere (page 525) says: "Most of the lakes met with on the 
course of the survey swarm with fish; red trout is abundant, especially in 
lakes aux Biscuits, Travers, Trois Cariboux, Bnlle, &c., &c., judging from 
the results of the fishing trials I made in passing." Lakes Edward and 
Cedar Lake are presently leased to the Lake St. John Railway Company at 
rentals of $100 each, and are open to the public on payment of a small fee. 
The Stadacona Fish and G,lme Club pay $100 a year for lake and river 
aux Rognons, &c ; the Laurentides Cluh a similar amount for lakes Long, 
des Isles. Vert, &c., $105 are paid for Great Lake Batiscan and smaller 
amounts for some of the other lakes actually undl'r lease. There is an excel
lent modern hotel at lake Ed ward . 

.J.llulIlmorenc!! Count!!.-The leasable lake~ and streams of th~s county are 
l~ss accessible than those of the other sections of the Ql1elw"c Diyision
there being no rail way-but for the same reason they are likely to much 
longer retain their high repmatiun. Tlwy include the upper reaches of 
the Jacques Cartier riyer and Great Lak<.~ Jacq\1l'~ Cartier at its head both 
famous for the almndance and large size of then trout; Snow lake. at the 
head of the Montmorency ri\'er, a large sheet of \vater difficult of a<'cess 
except in winter, but noted for the abundance of its speckled trout and 
heayy lake trout, as ,Yell as for the herds of caribon \y hich roam the woods 
around it ; Granll and Petit Lac a l'EpanlE', lakes Regis, Noel, au Foin, 
Grand Lac a 1a Chute, des Sept Isles. Vert, Petit Lac Malbaie, des Roches, 
&c. 'This county is traversed by the old colonization road from Quelwe to 
Lake St. John, which has, however, fallen into disuse since the constrnction 
of the Lake ~t. John railway. 

LAKE ST. JOHN DIVbIOX. 

This diyision comprises the extensive counties of Chicoutimi and 
Ohar leyoix : 

Chicoutimi Count!!, which is one of the largest territorial divisions of 
the proyince, extendin~ from ihe 48th parailel of latitude to the Northern 
Height of Land and haying an estimated area of L5,206,3.55 acres, contains a 
greater body of inland waters than probably any other district of the same 
extent in North America. It is drained by Lake St. John, which is almost 
an inland sea, and by a large number of rin'rs. among which the principal 
are tbe Ssguenay, the Chamouchonan, the Peribonka, Mistassini, Mistassibi. 
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aux Rats, Wassiemska, Great and Little Peribonka, Shipshaw, Valin, Ste. 
Marguerite, Bersimis, Little Saguenay, St. Jean, a l'Iars, C\lUard, Noin .. 
Metabetchouan, Ouiatchouan, Ouiatchouanishe, LaBelle, aux Ecorces, 
Pikauba, Upika, Upikauba, &c., and their branches; and is traversed for a 
considerable distance by the Quebec and Lake St. John Hail way and by 
a multitude of waggou aud logging roads, as well as by steamers ill summer 
from Quebec to Chicoulimi, the county towu. The :,;ettlements are chiefly 
confined to a narrow strip around Lake St. John and dowll the Sag-uenay 
river. All the remainder is still in a state of \\' ildt'l'I11' -;S and is thn property 
of the Crown. Part of this '."ast territory has been surveyed and laid out into 
townships, but the residut', which em braces by far the largest portion of 
the county, is still unorganized. The number of ih lakes and streams, larg-e 
and small, most of which abound either with the famous ouin~lllich~ or the 
finest brook and lake trout, pickerd, pike, &c., and haye nen~r been fished, 
is almost incalculable, and many of them are llamel,'~s. A mOll~' those 
\yhich are most accessible may be enumerated the following: Quakan1.1ksis, 
a considerable lake, actually leased at $10 and which yielded last year, 1,~S~ 
trout ",:eighing in all 403 Ibs. ; Ecarte, leased at $~.j ; ('achl~, d"s Grandes 
Oreilles, all to the westward and within easy distance of the lake St. .r ohH. 
Railway; aux Rats, <\ la Passe, au Portage, St. Paul, Ouitouche, LOll~', aux 
Cariboux, and Carcajou, in the township of DeQuen, whidl i'i tranrsed by 
the railway; Commissioners', 21 miles long, leased at 8:;1) ; Bouchette and 
Ouiatchouan, in the township of Dablon, also traversed by the rail way; 
Amabilish, des Cedres, and the great and little lakes of LaBelle l~i"iere, easily 
reached from the Metabetchouan ri Yer or the colonization road to (1111' h,',~ ; 
St. Croix, in the township of Caroll ; Vert, ill the towllship of 1\Ie.~y ; 
Kaskouia, Clair, Long, Henri and Keungami, in the towu:-,hip of Kenogami, 
the last uamed 25 miles long- ; Grand Lake Ha ! Ra! Little Lake R" ! Ha! ; 
Sainta, a la Belle Truite, ,t ~1\:'nard and Huard, in the township of Boileau, 
easily reached by the St. Urbain road; St . .r ean, in the townshi p of Brebceuf; 
it J ohnnv, in the townf:thip of Lallem<lnt ; Otis, a Garth, Long, it la Balle, 
des Islet~ and Rond, in the towmhip of Otis, which is traversed by the St. 
Agnes roao ; de la Decharge and Rouge, in the township of St. Germain; 
des Monts, in the township of Labrosse; a Forlin, ,t Gagnoll aud '-;tt,. 

Marguerite, at the head of the west branch of the riyer Ste. Marguerite; it 
Roger and a Bouchard, in the township of Harvey; Charles and Tortue, ill 
the township of Falardeau; LaBonte. Chabot and Vert, in the township of 
Bourget; aux Brochets, in the township of Tache ; Ouatchewayand Pomous
cachiou, at the head of the river Shipshaw ; Yshitagama, on the Grand 
Peribonka river; de l'Ouest, des Pins, des Cypres and a l'1s1e Blanche, on 
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the Little Peribouka ; aux TIa!s, on the branl'll of the Mistassini of that 
name; des Portages, X etsagamu and Kawashagami, on the "\Vassiemska, 
branl'h of the saUl" river; aux Rognons, a la Croix, Clair, a Franyois, a C(}te, 
Poto\vegami, "ritouchc and Meshusk, on the Salmon branch of the river 
Chamouchouan ; Pimoka and Dufferill, in the township of Dufferin ; and 
Portneuf. Emmnraillf, Boi8 Vert, BrlllL', de TOuest\ des Monts, ;'Iilaniki .. he, 
au Pecan. aux IsloTs, au Renard, des Iles, Ilo Verte and Grand Lac des Baies, 
at the head of the ri ':, r Bersimis. Surveyor Gagnoll says of the lakes in 
the township of Boik~ln (page 110): "Tl1t'Y abound with trout." Surveyor 
Dumais :"ays of lake "-t. J frome, in the to'wnship of Caron (page 117) : 
., Thi8 lake, \Y hich is well stocked with fish, Ji.'l'hal'ges its waters by a 
branch of the ri,'er COu<·hepeg·amish." Slu,'eyor du Tremblay says of the 
lakes and streams in the tow'nship of lJeQuen (page 129) : "The lakes 
generally abound in fish" Surveyor Gagnon says of the lakes ill the 
to"\ynshi p of :-:'t. Gl'rmain (page 174) : "All the lakes \Y hich I met in the 
conrse of my sUlTey abound with fish, trout and eels predominating." 
Sl1n'eyor du Tremblay says of the waters in the township of St. Hilaire: 

. " These lakes aud ri"ers abound with fish." And at page 540, of the river 
Shipshaw : " Game and 11:-h of all kinds abound all onr." 

C1wrlerui.( Coullly, \Y hich fronts on the Sr. Lawrence and has the 
famous watering place, Murray Bay as its centre, is accessible from Quebec 
by tri-"\veekly steamer, as well as by waggon road. It contains a consider
able number of good lakes and streams; among others lakes de l'Escarpe, 
des Cariboux, Donble, du Chemin de ('<mot, de l'Enfer, Andre, de la Souris, 
,\ ~Iajn, re>r"-':'l'i,', de la Belle Truite, des .:\Iartes, du Cran, de l'Equerre, 
Granel .:\Ialbaie, Castor, des Islcs, la ()aldte, Antoine, :"Lllfait, Long, Pointu, 
ril'lhl,'s-;'Ionts, Larouche, des Cedrl's, des f;ablcs and des Marais, all more 
or less accl':>sible from the St. Urbain and des ;'Iarais roads; lakes des Ilots, 
au Plongeoll, XClire and Jacob. in the township of Chauveau; lakes Gau
thit'r, Port ::lUX Quilles, du ('~IP. de la Grosse Truite and Baie des Rochers, 
ill ('allit-res: aux Canards, in Saguenay, and a David, in Dumais. Snrnyor 
Gagnon (page ~lij) says of the lakes in Callieres: "All the lakes in this 
township are ",veIl stocked with fish and full of trout." The same, no 
doubt, may be said of most of the others, many of which have never been 
fished. 

b..l.GUEJ'\..I.Y DIYISIOX. 

This immense division, extending from the north-eastern boundary of 
the county of Chicontimi to the eastern extremity of the province, at Blanc 
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Sablon, takes in the whole of the territory knO\Vll :lS till' ~orth ~h(jn', below 
the riyer Saguellay - an almost complete wilde],ll('~~-b,-·tter known on 
account of its salmon and sea-trout rin~rs than of its lakes, whiGh a1".', 
however, innumerable and many of them of great size. They literally 
teem with the finest fish, especially trout of tlw <1111('1'\'lIt kinlli', but their 
remoteness and difficulty of aCGesl:' will, 110 doubt, lean· them undistnrbed 
for many years to (·omt:. There is, ho\\'e,'e1', a cd'l:tin Humber, within ,'asy 
and accessible distances from Tadous<)e, w hieh are well wurl 11 y of pres1m t 
attention, such as lakes Charles, d,,1:' 18les, Hu",,('ll and ~l la Boule, ill the 
township of Albert; Long', a Gobeil, des Sables, ,l Patrice, Petit and Grand 
Bel'geronnes, a Bas de Soie, Oaribou, de la Hi"il'l'l' ,l Polette, Ohatigny, <\ 

Boulanger, des E""clumain:", Co1'beau, aux Pel'llrix, Parent, i, h Truitt" Hay
mond, &c. 

(,A8PB DIVI81OX. 

This division, which comprises the countins of Gasp':' and Bon~l,\'entn1'e, 
and forms what is known as the Gaspl~ Pellinsuh, strl't"hin~' from tli,· Gulf 
of St. Lawrl'nl'l' on the one side, to the Day th·s Cb;d.·11l'''; on the other, is 
not less famous for its trout lakes than its s:dmon ri,'\'r8. The interior of 
the peninsula is dotted with them and their connecting streams, but, 
though both counties are easy of H('cess by the Intercolonial Railway,::Is well 
as by waggon roads and by steaml-rs from Quebec and Dalhousie, the inland 
waters can only be reached at present by ascending the rivers from the 
coast, which i~, however, as a rule, easy, most of these l'l"'L'l'S being without 
serious obstruction from their months to their head·wat.'rs. All1oll~' those 
'which are accessible in this wny are a fillt' group at the head of the )'bg
dalen riYer and another at the head of the riYer :--it.-. Anne <1,·s Monts, ill 
the county of Ga,,;pl'; lake Chassenr, 011 the east br~lll..Jl of the X ulw"lle, 
lakes ala 'l'ruite and Trois Sanmons, on the Little Ca'o",lp,:dia; alldlake 
Cascapeuia, on the Grand Cascapedia, in the county of 13ollanntnre, The 
latter county also contains the famous )'Iatape(lia, Casupscull and Salmon 
lakes. Suryeyor Legendre (pagt3 59) says of :\Iatapedia township: " Besides 
the fertility of the soil, I admired three pretty little lakes forming the source 
of the sout h east branch of the Gleaden brook. These small lakes ar~ fnll of 
trout. The growth of wild hay all around them is ,'ery tall, and through 
it may be seen the tracks left by the moose and caribou which feed there, 
it seems, during the night. " These are a sample of mOf:lt of the other lakes 
in the same region, 
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SOUTH SHORE DIVISION. 

This extensi,-e division comprises all the South Shore counties stretch
ing from the St. Laurence to the New Brunswick and United States, boun
tlary lines and ascending from the Gaspe Peninsula to Levis, opposite the 
('ity of Quebec, yiz: Rimouski, Temiscouata, Kamouraska, L'Islet, Mont
magny and Bellechasse. Th""p counties are tnlYersecl by the Intercolonial 
and Temis"onab Rail ways. as wl~ll as by a multitude of waggoll and log· 
ging' roads, which facilitate a,'cess to the numerous lakE's and streams in the 
unsettled districts: 

Rimo/lski C(llIlIfy.-This county, one of the largest in the province, is 
watered by the Rimouski riYer and its numerous branches, as well as by 
many other :>trcams, and includes a large numb~r of splendid fishing lakes 
in its rear townships; <lIlWll:,!.· which laay be ranked lakes Rimouski, Tache, 
Ying-t-Quatr", j.1'lh'llt~, des Truites, des Daies, du Diable_ Otter, Eagle (lake 
and ri,-er) jIacpes, Grand and Petit Nei'.2,·..ttl', Tindt,·, Beau, Chi cots, Ferree 
(lake and riYer) ~oir, Rodier, jli~tigouche, des Isles, Humqui, Malcolm, du 
Portage, a Johnston, La Truite, Petit and Grand :\Iatane, &c., &,~ ~nr
yeyor G,no'1 (pa~'~ :j40) S;ty::; ill his report of the sUlTey of the township of 
Flynn: "Th,~ Cl'ntre ~l·,;tion sun-eyed by m.~ is well watered; it is crossed 
by many stream.,;, and dotted with lakes in great number, of "hich the 
largest and most important i" lake Tache, \yhich is yery deep and abounds 
with fi"h. The othl>r Itk.·s are also well stocked \yith fish, among- oth'~rs 
lakes LUllett,~ and Depot in jIa(~PI~S, and Ld~,· Pierre in Flynll, which h;;t 
Olle emprif~ into the rin:,]' Xeigette, which ill turn discharges into the riYer 
:Metis." ~nHeyor Ito)' (l'a~'" 341) ~ays of tIl<' township of Humqni: ., In 
the interior of th,~ township of Hnmqui, there i~ n. number ofsUlalllake~ 
!,!,'nt'rally a1)(Jundillg' with fish. These lakes are til,· ~onrce of'1 number of 
brooks which fiow throll~'h the to\ynship ill e,-ery direction." SUlTeyor 
Lepage (pa:::" j:)!I) ~ay~: "The lakes within this territory (Rimouski) 
abound \vith fish, the reel trout being- the only kind, so far as I was able to 
prove; llen~rthele&s, salmon were seen to rise in t h,> Grand lake of the east 
branch of the Patapedia; in Big Humqui lake, white fish, suckers and 
lunge (touladi) are taken; the other little lake>; in the interior contain fine 
larg·L'tront. There are also lunge (touladi) 1Il the !:th· ;t COte, one of the 
sources of the riYer ~irroi,.;, and ill the still water,.; of :\Iistigouche, which 
co~tain numbers. of trout." Surveyor LeBer (page j62) ~ays: "The river 
None has a yarylllg 'width of 30 to 50 links. Its banks are low. ~pruce 
and cedar predominate. It takes its rise in the lake of the "arne name. This 
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lake is pretty large and encloses a good-sized island." Only a fe w of the 
lakes in this county are under lease . 

. Temiscuuata County.- The rear section of this large county contains a 
number of fine fishing lakes open to lease and yery accessible. Among its 
inland waters may be mentioned the following: The three Nquatook lakes; 
lakes des Sauvages, McLeau, des Islets, Sept L~1<'s, ~t. Hubert; Des Fourches, 
des Hoches, Sl. John, ~t. Fran<;ois, Mernimticook, Baker, Long. &c., besides 
the riYers Trois-Pistoles, Boisbouscache, <tux SapillS, aux Bouleaux, aux 
Perdrix, St. Francis, Cabano, Blue and Baker river. Sllryeyor Tetu (page 
378) says: "The Baker ri,'er, which discharges into lake Mernimticook 
and thence into the riYer St. John, is a Yery pretty little stream with a 
sandy and rockless bed, and without falls, but, in certain places, with a 
rapid and shaJlow current, which renders it naYigable only by canoes The 
lakes, whi('h empty into it, arl' dl'ep and, as they are full of fish, would be 
of great assistance to the settlers locating in thpse townships, if their finny 
wealth was not in great part destroyed in summf'r hy poachers from New
Brunswick, who ascend this riYer armed with nets and IlIgogs and commit 
irreparable hayoc among the Ian;,'" r .. d and white trout. The so called fishery 
guardians do not seem to pay allY atlention to this gn'at wrong, .lS not O'le 
of thew has yd taken the tron ble to pay this place a yisit, though one is 
imperatiyely demanded." Suryeyor Fournier (page 3i~l) says of the township 
ofRaudot:-" It is seldom, 011 the south side of the Nt. Lawrence, and on so 
small an extent of land as that suryeyel by me in Raudot, that so many lakes 

OGcnr. I was told that then' j::; another pn>\ty ];\1'~'\~ oue, 011 the fourth range, 
towards the lots number" twe1\'o and eighteen or twenty, but I did not :>t'e it. 
Lake ~t. John is gencrally deep, although the lands, Oil hoth sides. ncar the 
lake are lenl or grac1uall y sloping. There is a great deal of jj::;h in this lake; 
we caught three kinds-white fish, of which some measured from fifteen to 
eighteen inches in length, pickerel and hout. They say thpre i" a fourth 
kind, but we did not (,3teh any. The small lake which disch:lrges into the 
river Boisbouscache, on the lots n urn bel'S three and four of the third range, 
contains they say a OTeat deal of trout; we did not fish there" The , .. , ~ 

Squatook lab·s and some of the others named arc also famons for the 
abundance of their la1 gl' red trout. 

JialllUII({(s/,11 ('ollllly also COll tains some eXl'ellen t fishing lakes, among 
which may lie mcntioned lake., l'ohenegamook, (a l'ollsideral)\e body of 
water,) de l'Ebt, ~tl'. Anne and Noir 

L']slel COIIIII!/.--This county contains hut few lakes of note l)(?YOll.d the 

seigniOl ic~ 



~lIolltJII{(gll.'/ COIlIl/y.-The majority of the lakes in this county are small, 
the only one of any importance being Frontiel' lake, in thA township of 
Talon, with regard to \yhich surveyor Tetll (page ~I)I), makes the follo'wing 
statement: "This great lake which empties into the ri,-er Qllrtm, hr a 
large outlet, is filled \yi th fish cdled " tonladi, " trout, white fish and others. 

Bel/eclws.o;e COlIlIll/.-This county is also comparath'ely destitute of all~' 
lakes of much r,;iz,' or yaltw as fishing re;;orts. SlllTeyor Ll"':r~'lle (page 36) 
C'ay~ ; " The lakes ~ll'i~ small and yery shallow and contain "ery little fish, 
tront beill!,!' about ihe only kind to be met \yith. " 

EASTE]:;';- T' )\V;';-SIIIl''-; DIYISIO.:\. 

The rc'!.!ion, tra''-''l' . .;eil by the Quebec Central Rlil\Y,lY and comprrslIlg' 
the countie.,; of' Dorclll'sl,'l', Reance, Ml'g',mtic' and Compton, with the cities 
of Onelw{' and :"h"'l'l)]'ultke at its extremities, still includes a number of good 
fishin:,;' lab,f' and str"allls, c;n,'h as. Grand and Petit Lac Ahenaqnis, St. 
Jean alld Du l'nJ'Llg·'·. ill Dur,'he'sler; YUl1Il!.!', }Iiller, Hat-Musque, }I~caJl' 
yama<'l;:, Liitle and Great St. Francis, Fortin and aux C'yg'IH'S. in Beauee; 
Clapham, ;\ ]a Truik mack, & .... in Meg',lIlti,'. Sl11'1'eyor Casg:min (page 
:':13) c;ays of the ri,-er Daaqnam, in the township of LlllgeYin, (Dorche~ter) : 
" The l'iYE'r abounds with fish." Snr\eyor Legendre (page ~~n) says of }Iet
!.!·crl1lette ~outh (Dorchestpr); "The lakes and riYers abound \yith fish." 
SUl'Yeyor Lpg','ndre (pag'8 14) says in connection with the township of 
Adsto..];:. in HI'am',·; "Tront and Little ~t Fl'<llleis lakes are very deep and 
swarm with fish. Trout abound ill the first llall1ed and white fish in the 
second." The :-'pider and Arnold ri,'ers t"nit())·)" in the county of Compton, 
is actually under l"a~,: to the l\TI'g',miic Fish and Game \ 'lub, at a r8ntal 
of 8~OO 
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betchouan, LP; Region along the" Des !llarais " road, 55 2. 

DUIEl'LI:S P. T.-Region along :\Iaritime T01d, 569. 
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DERY I.-Colbert and Rocmont, 327'; Gosford and Rocmont, 330; Montauban, 333. 

DESRUISSEAUX F.-Polette, 86. 

DESROCHERS V -Bungay, 243. 

DORVAL U.-Provost and Brassard, 40 ; Joliette, 242. 

DUBE O. A.-Buckland, 3,,[. 

DUBERGER E. A.-Alma Island, 106; Bourget, IIO; Delisle, 12..[; Jonquieres, 128-129. 

DUCHESNAY A-Spalding, 29 ; Watford, 222. 

DUGAL J. N.-Ashford, 245 ; Chesnier, 337 ; Botsford, 370 ; Packington, 376. 

DOUCET G. A.-Biencourt, 337 ; Robitaille, 354 ; Begon, 369 ; Demers, 372. 

DUMAIS P. H -Bourget, I I I-I 13; Caron and Mesy, 116; Normandin, ISO; Ouiatchouan, 
158; Parent, 161 ; Signal, 171-172-173; Country between St. Raymond 
and Lake Edward, 490 ; Rivers Ouiatchouan, Bostonnais and Batiscan, 
503; Rivers Mistassibi, au Rat and Wassiemska, 531 ; Little Peribonka 
river, 537 ; Petite and Grande Bergeronnes, Escoumains, Sault-au-Mouton, 
Portneuf, &c., 570. 

DUMAIS P.-J.-C.-Chamouchouan, 113; Charlevoix, II6; Roberval, 169; Simard, 178; 
Duhamel, 305; Fabre, 312-313; Lorrain, 317. 

DuTREMBLAY A-Racine, 168; St. Hilaire, 175. 

DuTREMBLA Y G.-B. - Dalmas, I 19; Dalmas and Taillon, 121; Demeules, 127; De 
Quen, 128-129; Dolbeau, 131; Labarre and Kenogami, 139; Metabet
chouan, 149; Tache, 181; Bergeronnes, 360; Iberville, 36..[; Manicoua
gan, 365; River Shipshaw, 539; Rivers Valin, Betsiamits, Shipshaw and 
Peribonka, 543; River Valin, North Branch, 5..[6. 

DuTREMBLAY P.-P.-V.-Lejeune, 80-81; Rivers Towachiche and Eaux Mortes, 496 ; 
Rivers Musquarro and Kegashka, 607. 

E 

ELLS R. W.-St. John, Douglastown and Dartmouth rivers, 698; Bonaventure and 
Cascapedia rivers, 716. 

EVANS S. T. A-Sheen, 318-320. 

53 
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FAFARD EII,;.--l\'urth Branch, River St. Ann, 494· 

FLETCHER ( ).-Chesham, 188; Whitton, 202 ; Ponsonby, 290. 

FIlI{1 ;1'1.' (:. E.-- St. John, l\Iingan, Natashquan and Esquimaux River:i, 602; l\Iusquarro 
and Kegashka, 607 ; Washecootai, 608. 

F()IIFNIER C. F.-Pohenegamook, 243; Ashford, 246 ; Hocquart, 376; Raudot,378. 

F,,!:j{NIER P.-Buckland, 35 

G 

CAGN(lN (;JCL>L()N.-Callicrcs, 96; Boileau, IIO; Dufferin, 132; Labrosse and Albert, 
14 r ; l\Iet:lbetchouan and Charlnui:-;, 149; Saint-Germain, 175; Rivers 
Trenchc and Pierriche, 470 ; Salmon and Windigo rivers, 473; River Ste. 
l\Jarguerite, 564; Rivers Ste. Marguerite, it la Truite and Manitou, 599. 

G\ ({ON G. -Duquesne, 339. 

GARON L.-J.-Bedard, 336; Flynn, 340; Macpes, 346; Neigette, 353. 

(;IUI.\N R.-I)oncaster, 260. 

(;,,,SI:UN L.-Laterrii:re, 142. 

(;IW 1101 P.-Pope, 291; Suffolk and Ponsonby, 298; Huddersfield, 315; Colbert and 
Ossonane, 326. 

GR():\lJIN L. J. E.-Masse, 346-347; Matalek, 347 
Tessier, 356. 

HENDERSON E. D.-Ware, 221. 

HENDERSON W.-Jersey, I7 ; Langevin, 217. 

HILL J.-St. Denis, 355 ; Tessier, 356. 

HOLMES J .-Alleyn, 302. 

Neigette, 352 ; Ouimet, 354; 
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JOHNSTON J.--Blake, 27 I ; Lathbury, 282 Mulgravc, 287 ; Ripon, 295. 

L 

LAIlERGE E.-Ashburton, 202. 

LANGLOIS J.-Taillon and I klislc, 182 ; Ashburton, 262 ; C()llll'rt. 326; Country around 

Lake St. John, 549. 

LAPORTE J.-Brassard, 39 ; Provost, -H-45· 

LAURIER C.--Provost and Brassard, 41 ; Peterhorough, 255. 

LAVERGNE P. E.-Dellechasse, 3 I ; Roux, 36 ; Rivers Blanche and Colombier, 5')5. 

LAVIOLETTE G.-\rIJ1fe, 6 ; Beresford and Howard, 380. 

LEBEL L. H.-Rivers Rlmouski, Noire and Caribou, 760; River Sifrois, 7(,2. 

LEBER H.-~rilnikek, 67; Lejeune, 81 ; Aw,mtjish, 3.,5 ; Humqui, 340; :-.iL·mt:l),c, 

353 ; River du Loup, 463. 

LEBoUTHILLIER E. ,\.-Tourelle, 357 ; ;\[ont Louis, ,\nsc-Pleureuse, Pierre and Claude 

rivers, 689. 

LEBoUTHILLIER G.-Douglastown, 23 I ; Perce, 23 6. 

LECLERC L.-Wolfe, 12 

LEFRAN<;:OIS N. F.-LaSalle and Larue, 331. 

LEFRAN<sOIS N. J. E.-River Talayarde, 495 ; River Mauvaise, 496. 

LEGENDRE E. H.-Causapscull, 50; ~Iann, 55-56; '\[etapedia, 58-59-63; Ristigouche, 
73; Assamatquegan, 75; Pabos and Port-Daniel rivers, 701 ; Pabos, 
Port-Daniel, Hall, Little Cascapedia and ~ouvelle rivers, j06. 

LEGENDRE F.-Price, 84; Metgermette South, 220. 

LEGENDRE F. O. A.-Adstock, 14 

LEGENDRE HILARION.-Mekinac, 85-86 ; Region between the St. Maurice and Batiscan 

from Mekinac to Lake Edward, 467. 

LEGENDRE J. B.-Bulstrode, 13; Price, 24; Thetford, 257: 
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LEPAGE C. S.-Carleton, 49 j Dalibaire, 338-339 j Matane, 349 j Romieu, 354 j Romieu 
and Dalibaire, 355 j Casupscull river, 738. 

LEPAGE l B.-County of Rimouski, 754. 

LEPAGE O. G.-Metapedia, 63. 

LOGAN, Sir \Y.-Gulf Shore, Cape Chat and Cascapedia rivers, 720. 

Low A. P.-Mistassini Expedition, 619. Rivers St. Anne and Cascapedia, 728. 

LUCAS S. B.-Cameron, 27+ 

MACDONALD \\T.-Patapedia, 7 I. 

MALTAIS J.-Ross, 170; Rivers Upikauba and aux Ecorces, 548. 

MARTIN J.-Jolictte, 242; Peterborough, 256. 

1\1.\1, liN l .\.-l.esa~c, 283; Loranger, 284 j Marchand, 286. 

MATHIEU N. C,-Archambault, 258-259; Lussier, 261; Clyde, 276 j Kiamika, 281; 
Labelle, 282; Marchand, 286; Preston, 294. 

McARTHUR J.-Addington, 268; Bouthillier, 273; Hincks, 279 j Lytton, 285 j Pon
son by, 288 j Dorion, 309. 

MCGRATH B.-Aumond, 269; Aldfield, 302. 

MC1\lARTIN G.-E.-Grenville, 4; Addington and Labelle, 268 j Amherst, 268 j Bear 
river, ~45 j River du Diable, 451. 

Mr;OuATW.-Temiscaming and Lake Abbitibbi, 387 j Lakes St. John and Mistassini, 634. 

MICHAUD C.-Stratford and Garthby, 385. 

MICHAUD, l-L-Boisclair, 303. 

MURISON P.-Carleton, 46 ; Milnikek, 252 j Nouvelle river, West Branch, 737. 

MURRAY A.-Matane, Cape Chat, St. Ann and DouglastO\m rivers, 69 1 ; Bonaventure 
river, 708. 

N 

NEILSON J.-Liniere, 21. 
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O'DWYER W. W.-Chesham, 185; Ditton, 188; Emberton, 192. 

O'HANLY J. L. P.-Egan, 278; Dorion, 306. 

O'NEIL J.-Ditchfield, q. 

O'SULLIVAN H.-Douglas, 230; Country between Cedar Lake and Lake St. John, 522 ; 
Grand Bonaventure river, 7 I 2; Country between Lake Squatook and 
Madawaska, 766. 

O'SULLIVAN J.-Block A, Pontiac, 426. 

p 

PAGE F.-Tonti, 333; Rivers :'loise and Croche, 469. 

PAINCHAUD A.-Chloridorme, 225; Christie, 226; Denoue, 229; Duchesnay, 232; 
Fortin, 233; Pabos (seigniory), 234; Rameau, 238 ; Taschereau, 239; 
Magdalen Islands, 674. 

POUDRIER A.·L.-Cape Rosier, Gaspe Bay North and Fox, 224. 

POUDRIER F.-L.-Nemtaye, 353; Ham, 384. 

PROULX J.-P.-Country between Jacques Cartier and Batiscan rivers, 481 

PROULX P.-A.-Metgermette North, 21 9. 

QUINN T. C.-Montcalm, 4. 

QUINN F. P.-Joliette, 241 ; Archambault and Lussier, 259; Lussier, 260. 

RAINBOTH E. J.-Bouchette, 273; Cameron, 275; Campbell, 275; McGill, 187; Robert

son, 296; Suffolk, 297· 

RAINBOTH G.-Portland East, 292. 

RAUSCHER R.-Portland, 291 ; Portland West, 293; Wobassee, 30e 
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REGNAUD F. J. V.-Doncaster, 260; Wexford,38r. 

RICHARD J. B.-Wells, 383. 

RIGHARDSON J.-Temiscaming and Lake Abbitibbi, 357; Valley of Lake St John, 499; 
From Saguenay to Bay of Seven Islands, 560; Headwaters of the Saguenay, 
St. Maurice and Gatineau, 0H; Mingan Islands, 662; Anticosti, 663; 
Magdalen River, 679; Ilistrict between Magdalen River and Gaspe 
Bay., 685. 

ROBERTSON H. H.-LaSalle, 330. 

RONEY J.-Blake, 270 ; Bouchette, '272 ; Kensington, 280; Wells, 299; Church, 304 ; 
Clapham, 30 4; Duhamel, 304 : Guigues, 313 ; Leslie and Cawood, 316 ; 
Thorne, 320-321. 

Ross A.-Marlow, 2'2 ; Risborough, 27-28; Buckland, 33; Watford, 221. 

Ross R. J.-Jersey, 20; Liniere,21. 

RoYe. F.-Christie and Duchesnay, 226 ; Humqui, 341, 

··Roy G.-New Richmond, 68 ; Standon, 220. 

RUSSELL LINDSAY.-Headwaters Ottawa river, 416; Rivers Rouge, Lievre and Petite 
Nation, 435. 

s 

SINCLAIR D.-Aberford, 302 ; River Rouge, 446-449. 

St. PIRRRE J.-R.-E.-Begon, 369; Cabano, 371. 

SYMMES H.-e.-Suffolk, 297 ; Headwaters Ottawa rivt:!r, 41-+. 

T 

TASCHEREAU G.-S.-Coleraine, 257. 

TEMPLE E.-B.-Metgerrnette North, '218-219; Territory between the Lievre and St. 
Maurice Rivers, west section, 454; St. Maurice district, east section, 456. 

TlhuIA.-F.-Cabano road, 768. 
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TETU F.-Roux, 35; Garneau, Casgrain and Lafontaine, 247; Leverrier, 250; Bour
dages, 262; Rolette and Panet, 263-264; Talon, 266; Cabano, 37 I; 
Packington and Robinson, 377. 

Tf:Tu R.-Block F., 529. 

TREMBLAY J.-O.-Anse St. Jean, 106; Bagot, 108; Otis, 156; Pc rig ny, 167; Simard, 
Tremblay and Falardeau, 180; Region along l'Anse :-it. Jean road, 558. 

TREMBLAY P.-A.-Chamouchouan and Demeules, 115; Parent, 161; Signai, Labarre 
and Caron, 174. 

TREMBLAY W.-Delisle, 126; TailloA, 183. 

v 

VERRAULT C.-A.-Fournier, 247· 

VINCENT F.-Rivers a. Mars and Ha ! Ha! 547· 

WAGNER W.-Exploratory line between Montreal and Ottawa, 409; Headwaters Ottawa 

River, 424. 

W ALLACE A.-Turcotte and Polette, 88; Simard, 177· 

WELLS A.-Garthby, 383; Stratford, 385. 

WHITE J.-Waltham, 322• 

WOODS J.-E.-Baskatong, 27 0 • 
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