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PREFACE TO THE FOURTH EDITION.

PrrsoNaL knowledge and observation constitute the most demon-
strative form of information.

During my visit to Great Britain, in 1839, I found that wherever
“Toronto ‘Called Back’” had been read, it received the highest
encomiums. If not for its literary merits, it was appreciated as filling
a want everywhere felt, as to the information about our beautiful and
prosperous city.

In public libraries, leading newspapers, hotels and public institu-
tions, it was spoken of in the highest terms, and read with expres-
sions of wonder as a revelation of the high position to which
Toronto had attained in a comparatively short time.

These flattering notices and the fact that whole chapters had been
quoted by some of the leading newspapers, have induced me to publish
a new edition, which, while retaining the essential history of Toronto
for foi'ty-ﬁve years, will include full information of the progress of
the city since 1888, and many new features in the way of illustrations,
which, T hope, will be found interesting as well as useful. The work
in every particular will be confined to Toronto talent, which, T

may say, I felt proud to find was highly spoken of in Great Britain.

C. C. TAYLOR.
35 GrosvENOR STREET, July, 1892.



A reader should sit down to a book. especially of the miscel-
laneous kind, as a well-behaved visitor does to a banquet. The
master of the feast exerts himself to satisfy all his guests, but
if, after all his care, there should be something or other put on the
table that does not suit this or that person’s taste, they politely
pass it over without noticing the circumstance, and commend
other dishes, that they may not distress their host or throw any
damp on his spirits.—Erasnus.

The book is not ‘““a learned work.” I say this because my
short experience as a writer convinces me that  originality ” and
¢““learning " are considered indispensable prerequisites to author-
ship by many critics, even if (especially if) the critics themselves
are not original and learned. I never knew what an ignoramus
I was until I wrote a book, and therefore, I humbly admit that I
am not learned, and no production of mine can hear the stamp of
erudition ; but as learning, no less than originality, is relative, as
a man may be very ** deep ” to shallow minds and very learned to
the uneducated, perbaps I may get a hearing and a reading since
the Solomons are decidedly in the minority in these dcgenerate
days. —HowarD McQUEARY, in Topice of the Times,

I have remarked that the true delineation of the smallest man,
and his pilgrimace through life, is capable of interesting the
greatest man ; that all men are to an unspeakable degree brothers,
each man’s life a strange emblem of every man’s: and that human

portraits faithfully drawn are of all pictures the welcomest on
human walls,—Carlyle.
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TORONTO “CALLED BACK.”

** A man’s real possession is his memory. In nothing else is he rich; in
nothing else is he poor.—Alexwnder Swith.

THE four decades embraced in the first edition of Toronto
“Called Back,” having now extended to the first half of the
fifth, and consequently requiring additions to the history of the
wonderful growth and progress of the City, many of the
remarkable events recorded in that period, especially those
connected with the reign of Her Majesty the Queen, of which I
was an eye-witness, as well as the account of the Queen’s
Jubilee, must be omitted in the present and subsequent
volumes; while, what is recorded, shall be entirely from per-
sonal knowledge. .

The history of Toronto since 1847, with that of every
individual mercantile and manufacturing firm is familiar to the
writer; and the reminiscences, originally intended only for
private reference, will be found to contain much which was
never before printed, and only placed before the public at the
solicitation of merchants of contemporary standing, who were
aware of their correctness, and testified to their value as a
commercial history.

Should the end of the fifth decade be reached by the reader,
it will be seen whether the predictions of what Toronto will be
in 1896 shall have been realized.

For some reasons I regret to omit incidents outside of the
history of Toronto, as everything connected with the British

2



10 ToroNTO *“CALLED Back.”

Empire is becoming more and more a part of Canadian history,
and interwoven with it; and the astonishing progress of the
Dominion and its increasingly close connection with all the
sister colonies, and the prospect of commercial union amongst
the whole with each other and the mother land, would form
an interesting volume in itself, while reminiscences of travels,
extending over many years, are also a tempting field to enter,
but space will not permit.

There are gifted individuals who, having made a trip across
the Atlantic, and “run through” from Liverpool to London, then
over the Continent, and perhaps gone round the world in ninety
days, have the faculty of writing so easily, that on their return
home they write a book; but the present writer makes no pre-
tensions to such literary ability, although, from an average of
travels of 10,000 miles a year, by sea and land, for many years,
materials might be furnished for such a purpose.

One could tell of passages made in nearly all the old Cunard
Royal Mail steamers—the .dsia, dfrica, Arabia, America,
Euwropa, Niugure and Persia, the last of the ocean paddle-
wheel steamers crossing the Atlantic (the Scotix only excepted);
with recollections of the celebrated Commanders, who had the
proud boast of never having lost a life—Lott, Stone, Leitch,
Harrison, Shannon, and Commodore Judkins; also of the
splendid steamers of the Inman Line, then of our own Allan
Line, and occasional trips in the “ White Star;” of hairbreadth
'scapes from rocks and icebergs, of storms and winds, from
the gentle zephyr through all the gradations of ships’ “log”
record—Ilight and strong breezes, half gales and whole gales,
thunder storms, hurricanes, and tremendous hurricanes, with an
occasional cyclone, described by a writer as “a magnificent
scene. The whole ocean, from the central speck on which
he stood to the vast vanishing circle of the horizon, as one
boundless, boiling cauldron.

“ Millions of waves simultaneously leaping in thunder from
the abyss and rearing themselves into blue mountain peaks,
capped with white foam and sparkling in the sunlight for a
moment, to be swallowed up in the darkness of the roaring
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deep the next. A lashing, tossing, heaving, falling, foaming,
glancing rise and fall of liquid mountain sand valleys, awful,
but ravishing, to look upon.”

And then might turn to beautiful, calm weather, pleasant
company, musie, games, mock trials; splendid bills of fare—four
meals a day, with every delicacy that money could procure ;
refined society, comprising distinguished statesmen, ambassadors
with their suites, celebrated divines and historians, poets and
men of leisure, merchant princes and buyers, representing all
the large mercantile houses, some of the best patrons of the
ocean steamers; also of people of all nationalities, English, Irish,
Scotch, American, French, German, Italian, Portuguese, Turks,
Spaniards, Russians, and Japanese; of the hardships of the
steerage as well as the luxury of the saloon; all of which might
make a readable volume.

In the hands of the distinguished novelist, Wilkie Collins,
whom I have heard read from his own works in this city, the
facts with which I could furnish him might be woven into a
romance equal in interest to the “ Woman in White.”

The inimitable Dickens, whom I have also heard, and by
whose tombstone—which, amongst the numberless monuments
in the Poets’ Corner, Westminster Abbey, in memory of the
great poets, essayists, novelists and dramatists in past centuries,
is most remarkable for its plainness, and without any epitaph
but “Dickens "—1 afterwards stood, could have produced out
of the materials a book quite as true to life as “Martin
Chuzzlewit.”

Or the lamented Hugh Conway might have given to the
world another volume quite as popular as “ Called Back ;” but
simple facts and “a plain, unvarnished tale” are all that are
offered in these pages.

A residence for several years in Lancashire, with an oppor-
tunity of seeing the working of the principle of Free Trade;
afterwards six years’ travelling through the United States, and
sending large orders to be shipped from England to the prin-
cipal cities, from Baltimore to St. Louis, in the face of a tariff
which averaged 60 per cent., and watching the growth of the
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manufacturing industries during that time; and, in addition to
all this, the experience of an importer to Toronto, with a tariff
gradually increasing from 12% to 25 per cent., ought to furnish
some valuable information.

But in writing on the growth and progress of Toronto, it is
best to allow every person to draw his own conclusions as to
whether our city has been benefited by the multiplication of
wanufacturing establishments, as well as to the question of
how far she is indebted to the present policy for their success.

To go over the ground taken by those who so ably and
heautifully described the progress of Toronto in its civic and
political phases during the

SEMI-CENTENNIAL

from 1834 to 1884, would be quite superfluous. The programme
of the celebration itself forms a splendid record of the events
which transpired during that period.

The grand tableaux in the daily processions, illustrating the
progress of the city, from the rude and uncivilized to the high
state of refinement at the present time, were most striking and
impressive.

If, however, the growth and progress of Toronto as an im-
porting centre has been given, the writer has never seen it
and yet, in this respect, there are distinct marks of contrast
between the present and the past which are not only striking
but marvellous.

Perhaps, with the exception of London and Chicago, no othe:
city in the world has made such rapid strides in the march of
progress, and this it will be my endeavor to show to the bes!
of my ability.

Passing over early experiences in Dublin, before recorded
and as the question of emigration shall be rather prominently
discussed, it may not be out of place to state the causes whicl
led to the writer’s choice of Toronto as a place of residence, anc
of his coming to America in the first place, all of which wil
appear in the first chapter on Enigration.
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Emigration.

Who should emigrate ? This is a question much more easily
asked than answered. The best answer appears to be, “those
who are obliged to do so.”

If this be so, and America has been peopled with those who
have come from every country in Europe, how does it happen
that there is on every hand such an aceumulation of wealth ?
Was all this acquired by people who came here, not from
choice, but of necessity ?

If so, the possession and use of brain and muscle must have
stood in good stead in the absence of other capital.

And yet the rule is that few, if any, do leave the Old
Country from choice; and none who are really doing well at
home should emigrate with the expectation of doing better, no
matter what their occupation or profession mnay be.

But those who are not doing well, who find it difficult, with
an increasing family, to keep up appearances, and find it neces-
sary to make a change, may safely emigrate with a fair pros-
pect of improving their condition.

If these pages should mect the eye of any young man wish-
ing to know about Canada, and Toronto in particular, he may
be able to form a pretty correct opinion of the chances of
success from the facts stated.

No doubt that in proportion to the population the failures in
business in America are more numerous than in Great DBritain,
especially if the figures of mercantile agencies can be relied on.

But if a city can grow in wealth and prosperity like Toronto,
in a comparatively short time, as no city in the Old Country
(London always excepted) is doing, it is clear that sone nust
become rich where, on the whole, so much has been accumulated.

There are exceptions to the rule as to emigration. Some do
leave home who are well to do, but have some ulterior object
in the future as to the settlement of their families,

The hope of doing better for one’s self in a new country, the
dreams of youth, and correspondence with friends, with the
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love of novelty and, perhaps, adventure, intluence many young
men. L. .

Having gained an excellent position by remaining in the
house of Pim Bros. & Co., from its establishment, while about
2,000 young men had come and gone, and being one of the two
who alone remained of the original founders, when we had
decided to leave for America the heads of the firm were in-
credulous at first, but finding our decision was made, the lead-
ing partner used all his persuasion to induce us to remain,
telling us we would “ery salt tears” when we found ourselves
in America.

But all to no purpose, we had determined to find out for
ourselves what America was like.

In the meantime addresses of regret and good wishes were
prepared and signed by hundreds of our companions in the
business, and arrangements made for a presentation supper at
considerable expense.

The writer, having conscientious objections to these festive
occasions, which generally ended in over-indulgence, with much
regret at offending his friends, declined the intended honor,
and all his subscquent experience has confirmed his opinion
that he acted rightly in his decision.

A volume could be written on this subject. Having heard all
the celebrated temperance lecturers in England and America,
including Mr. John B. Gough and Hon. Neal Dow, alsc
Cardinal Manning, Sir Wilfred Lawson, Wm. Lloyd Garrison,
Dr. Rees, and a host of others, I can say, I never heard a
statement of the evil effects of intemperance exaggerated, but
have seen instances as terrible as any they have related in
actual life.

Where are the 2,000 young men with whom T associated in
one house alone ? The history of many I know, but cannot ente:
more fully into the subject. When the question of temperance

is growing to be of such intense interest in Canada and ir
Toronto, and the future merchants, manufacturers, and bankers
of the city are to take part in the movement, the writer, whe
can safely xay he has come into actual contact with more busi
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ness young men in Great Britain and America than any other
man in Toronto, gives it as his deliberate opinion, that nothing
short of total abstinence is a safeguard against evil conse-
quences, whether travelling or at home.

The reception of various addresses from societies and friends,
in a quiet way, wound up my connection with the beautiful
city, which I have never missed an opportunity of visiting,
when time has permitted, on my business journeys to Britain.

Departure for New York.
““Isle of Beauty, fare thee well.”

On the 17th of March, 1847, our party of five, and a man-
servant who accompanied one of our friends, sailed from Liver-
pool in the ship Sheridan, Captain Cornish, of the “ Dramatic”
Line—the other three being called respectively the Gurrick,
Roscius and Siddons.

Not being pressed for time, we had decided to come by a
sailing vessel, and, as far as the writer is concerned, it was the
first and last experience in that line.

When time becomes money it does not pay to roll on the
deep from side to side, in the most beautiful weather, in a
dead calm for days together.

The voyage was devoid of interest and very unlike any of
my after passages in steamers. The cabin passengers were
few, and those of the steerage had a hard time. The Captain,
being a harsh man, thought nothing of kicking them should
they trespass on the after part of the deck, where they would
sometimes lie down to get away from the surroundings of the
forecastle.

Had we been in a hurry the passage would have been a
terrible tax on our patience. Now terrific storms, with thun-
der’s roll and lightning’s flash—and so vivid was the lightning,

‘that from pitch darkness the sea, as far as the eye could reach,
was suddenly lit up so as to appear like an ocean of flame.
Again followed a dead calm, with a ground-swell so heavy that
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in the roll the n:anyards would dip in the water; the rolling
so violent that standing was impossible, and many a fearful
pitch took place.

When sea-sickness had done its work amongst the steerage
passengers, the natural passion for a fight svon showed itself
amongst our Hibernian friends.

The Munster and Connaught men soon got up a good old-
fashioned faction fight, perhaps to illustrate the beauties of
“ Home Rule” on the “rolling deep.”

So at it they went, hammer, tongs and shillelahs, pitching
each other down the hatchways, head over heels. Matters
having become serious, the sailors thought it time to spoil the
sport. Handspikes, from “heaving” the capstan were heaved
to some purpose, and the Irishmen soon beat a retreat.

The most remarkable incident of the voyage was having
spoken a vessel one hundred days out from Ireland, short of
provisions, which were liberally supplied from our ship.

And so twenty-six days passed, and, the land appearing in
sight, we soon arrived in New York.

First Impressions of New York.

*“Hail! Columbia.”

Our youthful dreams of this city represented it metaphori-
cally as having its streets lined with orange trees and paved
with gold, but this illusion was soon dispelled.

From Liverpool docks—six miles in length and having
twenty-four miles of dockage, with massive gates set in ever-
lasting granite—to the wooden wharves of New York, must
strike the eye of every one arriving there as a wonderful con-
trast.

On reaching the dock over piles of merchandise and emi-
grants’ baguage, we found ourselves in a sea of mud. One of
our party, on taking “soundings,” reported a depth of twelve
inches in the middle of the street.

On our way to the hotel we were struck with the melancholy
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appearance of the private streets—long lines of houses, having
green outside shutters all closed, without the appearance of a
flower-pot, or the face of a chambermaid airing curtains or
looking out, presented a striking contrast to scencs so familiar
just left behind, when wall flowers and erocuses were blooming,
and where windows were opened every morning all the year
round.

It being now the middle of April, we expected spring
weather, and feeling hearty after the sea voyage, enjoyed the
fresh air. Our astonishment on reaching a hotel was very
great to find the guests crowded round a stove, nearly red hot,
all very grave, ruminant, expectorant and whittling. Our
appearance soon attracted attention, and remarks were made
as to the freshness of our complexion (a compliment we could
not truthfully return), and we were informed that they “guessed”
(the first time we had heard the word so applied) we would
not be long in the country before we should lose all that high
color. Not at all anxiouns to adopt the sallow shade, we were
by no means encouraged, and having made necessary arrange-
ments, and feeling uncomtortable with the sickening heat,
rushed out of doors to get relief; and never for the week we
remained in the city did we venture again near one of those
health-destroying inventions.

The stoves and heating arrangements ot the present time are
entirely different, and in every way adapted to the climate.

We soon found that to see Broadway, including A. T. Stewart’s
marble store and Barnum's Museum, was to see New York.

A. T. Stewart’s was very fine in marble, and the inside
arrangements were very superior, but the system of doing
business did not appear to us as perfect as that we had just left.

We were struck with the signs of “Dry Goods Store,” “Flour
and Feed,” “ Help Wanted,” etc., none of which we had seen
before, and had to enquire what they meant. We found that
“helps” meant servants, and as there wure no masters, the
term “ boss,” which we have never yet known the meaning of,
was used to distinguish what in the Old Country is known
by the other familiar term.
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On enquiring as to the police, none of that class appearing
to us on the streets, we were told they might be known by the
wearing of a small metal badge fastened to the collar of the
coat, with the stars and stripes and « B pluribus unum” in-
seribed upon it, and further, that no man in the country could
be found to wear a uniform.

This accounted for the entire absence of anything in the
shape of livery on the coachmen.

To wear a livery button or cockade would be derogatery to
the dignity of men who were all equal.

The ladies on the streets were invisible as to their faces, each
having a green woollen barege veil tightly drawn over the face.

The appearance of Astor House illuminated, on the night of
our arrival, as seen from the Park opposite, was very fine.
This was effected by a candle being placed in every pane of
glass in the whole building, and the name “Taylor” in gas
over the principal entrance.  This we found was in celebration
of one of General Taylor’s victories in Mexico.

The experience of our first morning at the hotel did not alter
the unfavorahle impression of the previous day.

According to our usual custom, our boots were left outside
our doors, pretty well coated with mud, and on taking them in
found them just in the same condition. Inreply to our enquiries
why they were not cleaned, we were told, if we required that
labor performed we must make a special contract with a person
that they would send; the arrangement was made accordingly.

The cheery voice of the English chambermaid, as she knocked
at the door and called “hot water, sir,” with boots which might
serve as a mirror, by the application of “Day and Martin’s”
blacking, were all sadly missed.

Breakfast was announced by the ringing of a bell, when we
found what was to us a novel bill of tare. The selections by
the guests were chiefly in the shape of mush, buckwheat cakes,
pickles and green tea, while we were satisfied with old-fashioned
ham-and-eggs and coffee.  The solemnity of the proceedings
was quite remarkable; so far we had not seen the shadow of a
smile on any one’s countenance. Having got through we found
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all the other guests had long since disappeared, and then, with-
out giving offence, we gave full vent to our feelings by hearty
bursts of laughter, and the mutual exclamation, “And this is
America!” How different from all our expectations !

On Sunday we observed in the churches notices that gentle-
men were “not to spit in the pews,” and the clergymen during
the service made free use of the “ cuspadores.”

But “tempora mutantur et nos mutamur in illis” We
have lived to see the millionaires and aristocrats of New York
vie with the “créme de la créme” of London society, and the
Central Park equipages, including crests and mottoes, with
livery of every hue, rivalling Rotten Row and the carriage
drives in Hyde Park; while a four-in-hand coaching club
copies the style, as far as the roads will admit, of the Briighton
Club of noblemen in London.

Touching crests and mottoes, a story is told of the celebrated
Lundy Foot, manufacturer of the snuffs known all over the
world as “Irish Blackguard” and other remarkable brands,
known only to the writer by enjoying many a good sneeze in
passing the mill near Essex Bridge.

When Mr. Foot first got a carriage, he adopted as a motto
beneath the family crest, the Latin words, “Quid rides?”—
why do you laugh ? On his first appearance, the Dublin street
boys, quick to catch a new idea and enjoy a joke, taking the
words in their English orthography, set up the cheer, “ Quid
rides! Quid rides!”

The upper ten of New York, no doubt, are more careful in
the selection of their mottoes.

To see New York to-day is to see an almost entirely new
city. Some of the old buildings, as the Astor House and City
Hall, remain, but the magnificent warehouses on Broadway and
adjacent streets are unsurpassed in the world, and nearly all
have been built since that time.

A. T. Stewart’s fine store was latterly turned into a wholesale
warehouse, and the magnificent new marble block, bounded by
10th and 11th Streets and Broadway and the Bowery, a perfect
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palace, was opened as the great retail house of America, und
altogether the tinest in the world.

The hotels, for magnificence, are of world-wide fame, while
Central Park, Brooklyn Bridge, the great reservoirs at 42nd
and 150th Streets, the Grand Central Depot, all so often
described, are now striking objects of interest.

The splendil private residences, of 5th Avenue especially,
are magnificent in style and finish.

From New York to Toronto.

By night steamer on the Hudson River the travelling was
very fine and comfortable. The steamer Isauc Newton, then
called a floating palace, landed us at Albany. The New York
Central to Rochester and Dutfalo was then taken. The rails
consisted of a plain plate of iron fastened to the sleepers with
iron spikes. We were informed, that for one of these plates to
start at one end and obtrude itself into the car, to the danger
of life and limhb, was a matter of common oceurrence.

We escaped this danger and arrived sately at Rochester,
where, for the first time, we noticed frame houses and plank
sidewalks, with buth of which we soon became familiar. Arriv-
ing, vic Buffalo, at the Falls—the station at Buffalo consisting
of the open finnament above and the street below—we took up
our abode at the Awmerican Hotel, from which we were to make
our first visit to Canada.

The ice was coming down from Lake Erie in great masses,
and the only means of crossing was a small ferry-boat, which
took passengers across to the landing below the Clitton House.
On inquiry we found that this boat had not crossed for several
days, and it was quite uncertain when any attempt would be

made. The ice became more and more massed, forining the
usual bridge.

Having waited for several days, the ice at length began to
move, When the ferryman a.SklIlO‘ us if we would risk the Cross-
ing, we consented. The ice at this time was loating in large
packs; so off we started, with two oarsmen, and with one foot
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on the ice and one in the boat they pushed the boat by main
force through. To have been carried a hundred yards below the
landing would have sealed our doom, but having worked our
way through we placed our feet for the first time on Canadian
soil. Having executed this dangerous navigation we soon
tasted the pleasures of land travelling.

The stage for St. Catharines was soon ready, and we shortly
found ourselves “at sea” on dry land.

Having driven a long distance on what we thought was a
field or common, there being no sign of hedge or fence visible,
we enquired when we should reach a road. With a smile of
s lf-complacency and a look of pity for our freshness or ver-
dancey, the driver informed us we had been on the main road
all the time. It so happened that the year before, beins the
vear of the memorable potato famine in Ireland, the Govern-
ment had spent immense sums in making and repairing roads,
to give employment to the people, the consequence of which was
the greatest perfection in road-making ; and without exaggera-
tion, the worst road you could find was infinitely better than
any we saw for years afterwards, not excepting the city macad-
amized streets. We soon found, however, that to mention this
to our driver only subjected us to his contempt.

Our driver appeared to think * the lines ” had fallen to him
in pleasant places, and was quite satisfied with the state of
things; while the writer, years after, on handling “the lines”
(as Americans say for reins) over mud, slush, old planks and
corduroy, found it incumbent to drive from his memory the
smooth roads, hawthorn hedges, and the beauties of highly
cultivated landscapes left behind, and think only of farms
without rent, and the real necessaries of life enjoyed so abun-
dantly, in this land where the inhabitants possess truly a
“goodly heritage.”

ST. CATHARINES

was reached at length, and here we rested for the night, and
the next afternoon started with four good horses in the Mail

Stage for Hamilton.
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To attempt a description of thisjourney as it appeared to us
at the time would only result in failure.

With both hands we grasped the seat to save our heads from
bumping against the top of the conveyance, and many times
when we got into a deep rut we had to use rails from the
fence to pry the wheels out. And so at two o’clock on Sunday
morning, covered with mud and thoroughly exhausted, we
reached Weekes’ Hotel, the clerk at the time being Mr. Riley,
so long and well known afterwards in Toronto in connection
with the firm of Riley & May, of the Revere House, now the
Kensington Hotel. :

Having been regular church-goers, we were in our places in
the red brick Wesleyan Church on John Street, at eleven o’clock,
and soon found we were on British soil and amongst our own
countrymen, under the same Queen and flag. Here we soon
found friends, and myself relatives, the first day, and with the
natural longing for old familiar faces when far away from
home, we walked ten miles to Copetown to see a family with
whom we had been acquainted in Dublin, and were amply
repaid for our visit. Again taking the regular Mail Stage, we
arrived in Toronto, after a tedious ride, and put up at Mac-
donald’s Hotel, King Street, then the best in the city.




ToroNTO IN 1834.







TORONTO FROM 1847 TO 1857.

First Impressions of Toronto.

Our first view from the door of Macdonald’s Hotel, which
stood on the site of the present Romain buildings, did not give
us a favorable impression of the town. From near Bay Street
to the corner of York was an immense vacant space filled with
rubbish, and at the back a dirty lane, now Pearl Street, with a
few of what we for the first time heard of by the name of
“shanties.”

Walking eastward as far as the Market, and, returning to
Yonge Street, proceeding as far north as Queen, we found we
had, so far as business was concerned, seen Toronto, with the
exception of a few wholesale warehouses to the south of King.

Having never seen a view of Toronto, except one which
appeared a short time before in the London Illustrated News,
our expectations were not of a very sanguine character,—that
view representing the “ City ” of Toronto something like what
a view .of Oakville might be at the present time. Why it
should be called a city was something we could not quite
understand, as even towns in Canada lately honored with that
appellation are far superior in architecture to what Toronto
was at that time,—such cities as Guelph, Brantford and London
having kept pace with the improvements which have taken
place in the intervening years.

Everything appeared flat, dull, uninteresting, and especially
unfinished. Not a single point of attractiveness could we

3
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discover in or about the place, although we were quite taken
with the people.

The contrast between the city we had left and Toronto was
most depressing, and grew more marked as we viewed the
outskirts. Having letters from friends, we soon found a cordial
welcome to several homes, which went a great way to reconcile
us to the place.

On enquiry, we found, rather to our surprise, that there were
two churches having organs, something we had not expected
to find: one was in the old Cathedral and the other in the
Richmond Street Wesleyan Church.

On being introduced to Rev. Messrs. Cooney and Harvard
by letters, the former took us with pride to see the new church
on Richmond Street, now enclosed in the Wesley Buildings. It
then stood on an almost vacant lot, there being no building
between it and Bay Street.

On entering he pointed with a good deal of satisfaction to
the fine organ, which stood behind the pulpit at the time. ‘We
attended divine service on the following Sunday, when Mr.
Cooney preached, and were much interested. The musieal
portion of the service was very pleasing and effective. A well-
known ex-alderman of the city at the present time was leader
of the tenors, and the writer has a distinet recollection of his
flexible voice as he glided from tenor to counter-tenor, and
occasionally appeared imperceptibly to run into a falsetto,
which added much to the harmony and contributed very
greatly to the general effect.

We were equally pleased in the old Cathedral. The beauti-
fully composed and impressively delivered sermons of the Rev.
Mr. Grasett were such as should never be forgotten, while the
music was of a very high order.

During the week we had an opportunity of visiting some of
the retail stores, the principal of which were Betley & Kay’s,
corner of King and Yonge Streets; Walker and Hutchinson’s,
P. Patterson’s, and Walter McFarlane’s,

My friend and companion of seven years, dropping into
Betley & Kay's, was immediately otfered a situation, which he
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accepted, much to my surprise, as we had not decided to remain
in Toronto at the time ; and here my loneliness commenced.

My destination was Brockville, where I intended to go, hav-
ing a letter from my grand-uncle (and his uncle) to the Hon.
George Crawford, who was to advise me as to my future move-
ments.

The unwillingness to part with my friend, and the unsolicited
offer of a situation, also on King Street, with the desire to have
a rest after so much travelling, led to my acceptance of the
offer, and so we entered on our new career.

To compare the business of King Street in 1892 with what
it was in 1847 could give no conception of the difference which
it may be imagined we found after leaving the business already
described.

The prospect of its being only temporary alone made it at all
endurable, while it gave time to arrange plans for the future,
and get some knowledge of the mode of doing business before
deciding where to choose as a future field of operation. The
want of system in showing goods, the bantering about price,
and the lack of customers, made it tiresome beyond deseription.

Here we first became acquainted with the habit of

“ SHOPPING,”

either for amusement or for comparison of prices before pur-
chasing. The custom was almost universal to go from Yonge
Street to the Market before deciding on what or where to buy.
The common expression was: “ We will look around, and return
if not better suited elsewhere.” At the same time the anxiety
to press sales was painfully apparent, the offer of a reduction
in price being the principal inducement held out.

This of course led to exaggeration, and often misrepresenta-
tion, and was altogether demoralizing to both seller and buyer.
The few houses named were, I believe, exceptional in this
respect, and were the first to introduce the * one price ” system.

In consideration of my previous experience, the principal of
the business, in whick I had made a temporary engagement,
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immediately took charge of a customer where any deviation
from the marked price was asked, well knowing that on no
account would I condescend to such a praetice.

The arguments of friends to induce us to settle in Toronto
were drawn more from the absence of the rudeness and incon-
venience that existed before we were born, or the wonderful
future that lay before the city, than from any especially
attractive features the present afforded.

Amusements and entertainments there were scarcely any.
There was the old Mechanics’ Institute, where the present
police court now stands—then a dirty lane,—where a subseriber
could read books or papers. This, and the auction room of
William Wakefield (now Oliver, Coate & Co.), who, by his
genial humor and English physiognomy, did all in his power to
entertain his custowers, were about the only places of resort of
an evening.

And so summer came on, and recollections of botanical and
private gardens, parks, squares, delightful suburbs, music,
lectures, literary entertainments, all crowded on one’s memory
to make the contrast painful. e

Suburbs there were none, except Yorkville, then an embryo
village with a few scattered houses, the best being the residence
of Mr. Bloor, which still remains. As no resident of Toronto
went there except on business, the journey was not often
undertaken.

Toronto business men lived either over their stores, or on
some street south of Queen. o
Our first tour of expioration in the outskirts was along Carl-
ton Street from Yonge, then a clay road without houses or
sidewalks.  Having got as far as the present Homewood
Avenue, we found a small gate-house, and on entering the
wicket discovered a natural pathway through a thick pine
grove. Proceeding north we reached the house now occupied
by Homer Dixon, Esq., and finding further progress that way,

or egress, lmpossible, retraced our steps.

Our next adventure was along Bloor Street east to the
present cemetery fence, and thence backwards again; and these

r——
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for a time constituted our only recreation grounds, except the
College Avenue. -

In taking a morning or an afternoon walk, there was the
absence of many pleasing objeets so familiar in former every-
day life. The “wee crimson-tippit” flowers that covered the
pasture fields like a carpet; the banks of primroses, buttercups
and violets abounding by every roadside; the double line of
hawthorns, whose blossoms perfumed the air with their deli-
cious fragrance, and the honeysuckle and wall-flowers in every
lane ; the meadows, thick with May flowers, all were missed
during this first summer in Toronto. For the hedgerows we
found the unsightly snake fence, and for the evergreens of
holly, laurel and ivy, the everlasting, monotonous pines, good'
for use but not very ornamental.

The study of this class of “flora” no doubt might be inter-
esting to those who studied the subject from a utilitarian point
of view, and the smaller species_ might have been discovered by
an adventurous descent down the ravine to where the river
Don flowed in its native beauty ; and some ferns and beautiful
wild flowers might have been discovered, very interesting to
students in botany ; but to the casual observer these beautiful
objects were at that time conspicuous by their absence.

Along Church Street, any summer’s afternoon, especially in
a swamp at the north-east corner of the present beautiful
Normal School grounds, could be heard the music of a frogs’
Coneert, accompanied at a short distance with the tintinabula-
tion of the bells on the necks of the cows which roamed
through the browny-green pastures and amongst the thick
bush which prevailed east of Church and north of Queen
Streets. These sounds were further augmented by the cackling
of flocks of geese, which, in their amphibious character, had
their choice of both native elements.

The song of the lark, the thrush, the blackbird and goldfinch,
so familiar before, was no more heard ; the buzz of the bumble-
bee, and the whirr of the numerous insects that abounded in
the bush, being the only substitute.

<Apart from its political history, which has been given so
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repeatedly, Toronto possessed no points of interest beyond
what any town on the shore of Lake Ontario possesses at the
present time, except that she had made a step in advance and
outgrown them in population and trade.

The young friends with whom we became acquainted, and
whose ideas were circumsecribed by the visible horizon, would
not admit of the superiority of any other place in any respeet.
If you spoke of London, Dublin, or New York as great places,
you were immediately met with the question, “ Was not
Toronto also a city ?” And the statement that she had one
street forty miles long extinguished all your arguments and left
them masters of the situation.

When it is borne in mind that at that time Toronto, as far
as intercourse with the outer world was concerned, was far
more isolated than is Regina to-day, it will be admitted that
these young people had a pretty good conceit of the place.

Toronto in 1847.

To give an idea of the general appearance of Toronto at that
time, it may assist the imagination to conceive of all its present
attractions being removed, and all the improvements that have
taken place still unanticipated.

To do this it will be necessary, commencing with the Island,
to remove every building there at present, leaving the light-
house, Privat's Hotel, which then stood near the present gap,
and two or three fishermen’s huts at the West Point.

Crossing the Bay, the whole Esplanade must be taken away,
leaving two or three wharves with a ragged edge of stagnant
water between. '

The whole of the railway tracks, with all buildings and
stations, must next disappear.

Coming north, all the block, stone, wood and asphalt pave-
ments ; all the street railway tracks; all telegraph and tele-
phone poles and wires, except a single line to Hamilton
and Montreal ; all the gas lamps except about a hundred;
all the electric lights; all the water hydrants except about
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twelve ; all that are called “modern conveniences,” which are
now considered indispensable in every house; the suburbs of
Brockton, Parkdale, Seaton Village, Riverside, Leslieville,
Eglinton, Deer Park, Davisville and Toronto Junction; all the
streets north of Queen and west of John—leaving some scat-
tered houses outside these limits—except Yonge and Church
Streets.

-As it is supposed there are at present 40,000 houses in the
city and suburbs, you must imagine 36,500 of these taken away,
leaving 3,500 as composing the entire city at that time. From
these 3,500 you may deduct 2,500 of frame and rough-cast
houses, leaving 1,000 of a better class; from which again, if you
take 500 two-storey red brick, you have 500 which comprised
all the best buildings, including churches, banks and private
residences, the best of the latter being those at present on Bay
Street, and a few detached mansions scattered over the city.

To complete the picture must be added the absence of every
shade tree—except those on College Avenue—which now adorns
and beautifies the city ; every flower-bed and conservatory, and
in stores all plate-glass windows. '

In addition to all this you have to conceive of 170,000 of the
population being left out, and some idea may be formed of
Toronto in 1847.

At this time only three of the present churches were in
existence: the Power Street Roman Catholic, St. George's
Episcopalian, and Little Trinity. The others that were then
built have either been burned down, or removed to give place
to present structures, amongst which are the St James’
Cathedral, which has taken the place of the old one burned in
1849, and Knox Church, on the site of the old one burned in
1847.

Not one of the banks or large insurance buildings; none of
the wholesale houses as they now appear ; none of the benevo-
lent institutions, then existed ; and none of the publie schools
or colleges except Upper Canada College.

Front Street occupied the same relative position to the Bay
as the Esplanade does at present.
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There were no buildings on the south side except the old
Custom House, and only a few scattered along on the north
side, leaving the view of the Bay uninterrupted.

There was a skating-rink near where the Custom House now
stands.

Going westward from Yonge Street, on the north side of
Front, where the warehouse of Messrs. McMaster & Co. now
stands, was the residence of Judge Macauley ; next that of
Judge Jones ; further west the residence of Mr. Joseph Rogers,
and at the corner of Bay Street was the Baldwin mansion.

Where the Queen’s Hotel now stands Capt. Thomas Dick had
four dwellings ; these afterwards were used as Knox College,
and subsequently were turned into a hotel kept by Mr. Swords.

Holland House, in the rear, on Wellington Street, lately the
residence of ex-Mayor Manning, and afterwards the Reform
Club, and which was built in 1832 by Hon. Henry John
Boulton, and from its peculiar style of architecture, sometimrs
called “ The Castle,” was occupied by Mr. Boulton at this time.

At York Street corner, a picturesque cottage was the residence
of Capt. Strachan, son of the Bishop of Toronto, whose palace.
adjoined, with the entrance on Front Street. This building is
now a boarding-house.

Turning up Simecoe to corner of Wellington you saw the
Hagerman mansion, and returning eastward on Wellington, the
little white house lately occupied by Mr. Mercer, standing by
itself at the corner of Bay, where magnificent warehouses now
stand.

When Toronto was first settled most of the buildings were
erected at the upper end of the Bay, towards the river Don,
and it was generally supposed that the east end would become
the principal part of the city. As the buildings were extended,
however, they began to creep westward and northward.

The town in its young days was much scattered, the roads
were bad, and communication between distant portions of the
town, at least in certain seasons of the year, was difficult; in
consequence, houses of business were started at each extremity,
which, in some cases, realized to their owners handsome profits..
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As the town increased the footpaths were improved, business
became more concentrated, and at this time was almost con-
fined to the space between York Street and the Market, and it
was doubtful whether, if the best store were removed to either
extremity, it would do a paying business. The neecessary con-
sequence of this state of things was that the value of property
and rents within the limits mentioned had risen enormously.

In the absence of street railways the few travellers who had
occasion to reach the steamboats in summer (in winter the
stages called for passengers at their houses) were limited for
accommodation to a few old-fashioned one-horse cabs, owned by
well-known drivers, and the number of horses and vehicles of
all kinds was so small as to make it an easy matter for any
inquisitive person to know the owner of every particular turn-
out in town.

The only city omnibus at this time was one that ran to
Yorkville every hour, and a ride in this was not very exhilar-
ating at certain seasons, especially when the frost was breaking
up. The jolting was territic, but as few or none of the Toronto
people lived in Yorkville, there was not much travel up or
down.

An hourly omnibus started from the Market to Parliament
Street, but it did not pay and was soon discontinued.

The question of meat being an important one, it may be
stated, from actual experience, that after repeated endeavors to
masticate the beefsteaks, my young friend and myself came to
the conclusion that, having heard that oxen were employed in
the’country for ploughing and other purposes, the Toronto
market was supplied with beef from their carcasses after their
usefulness as living animals had departed. The supply of
vegetables was excellent. °

Gossip.

The extent to which regard for local boundaries, customs,
and every-day chit-chat is sometimes carried, can only be
realized in a small town.
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At home, in this nook, all life is lived under minute inspee-
tion of neighbors, and perhaps the unavoidable supervision of
parson and squire. ‘

The fierce light that beats upon the throne is not clearer
than that which exhibits the young man “sowing his wild
oats.” He sins under a microscope, and the professional gossip
finds rich material for the next social or tea-party by placing
him under the instrument for the general entertainment of the
company, and so the engagement of lovers is discussed as
earnestly as if each person were personally or directly interested
in the result of every matrimonial arrangement.

In 1847 Toronto had not outgrown the habits which charac-
terize the country town. The gossip which prevails where
every person knows:all about the business and social life of his
neighbors, was still noticeable, and the absence of all foreign
news; oftener than once a fortnight, gave a local character to.
the general topics of conversation.

Every birth, marriage and death furnished material for dis-
cussion in every family circle, and very much as it is on board
ship, out at sea, the most trivial matters were invested with
exaggerated importance.

On Sundays, generally, three carriages could be seen at St.
James’ Cathedral, and a good deal of rivalry existed between
the owners of two out of three, in the style of the appoint-
ments, the coachmen’s livery, and horses and harhess; their
appearance on driving from church was a standing topic at
almost every dinner-table; the dresses of the ladies coming
in for a full share of the criticism, of course of a good-natured
character.

The arrival of the English mail, once a fortnight, created a
pleasing diversion for a time from the monotony of daily life.
The news telegraphed from New York ahead of the mails was _
A;given in a condensed form, in printed “extras,” which were
issued by the newspaper people; there being no second edition
of papers as at present. .
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Street Pavements.

So much has been written on the condition of the streets of
Toronto, that the subject has become monotonous, and as in
1892 it still continues to engage a large amount of public
aftention, nothing will be said in this connection from personal
observation, the writer preferring to quote the deseriptions of a
few other parties, some of which were written prior to 1847.

The first is that of a lady, ten years previously, Mrs. Jamie-
son, wife of Vice-Chancellor Jamieson.

This lady, whose name is pleasantly familiar to lovers of art
and literature, was for some time a resident of Toronto. She
reached the city by way of New York, Albany and Queenston,
towards the end of 1836.

Her husband, then Attorney-General, had been a resident for
several years, but she arrived unexpectedly, and he was not
there to meet her.

When she stepped from the boat her foot sank ankle deep in
the mud, and there being no conveyance at hand she was
compelled to walk through the muddy, uninviting streets to
her husband’s residence near the foot of Brock Street.

It was during her abode here that she wrote her “ Winter
Studies” and “Summer Rambles.” She describes the city as
it appeared in winter :

“ What Toronto may be in summer I cannot tell; they say it
is a pretty place. At present its appearance to me, a stranger,
is most strangely mean and melancholy. A little ill-built town,
on low land at the bottom of a frozen bay, with one very ugly
church without tower or steeple, some government offices, built
of staring red brick, in the most tasteless and vulgar style
imaginable ; three feet of snow all around, and the grey, sullen
wintry lake, with the dark gloom of the pine forest bounding
the prospect—such seems Toronto to me now.”

As a set-off to this desponding account, she admits that some
of the shop fronts on King Street are rather imposing, and
declares, in a patronizing kind of way, that the front of Beckett’s
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(now Hooper & Co.) apothecary shop is worthy of Regent Street
In appearance.

A few words from Sir H. R. Bonnycastle, in 1845, may be
given. He “was greatly surprised and pleased to see the
alterations since 1837, then not one-third of its present size.
Now it is a city in earnest, with upwards of 20,000 inhabitants,
cas lit, with good plank sidewalks, and macadamized streets,
vast sewers and houses of brick or stone. The main street,
King Street, is two miles in length. St. George’s church was
built in 1844.”

Another writer says: “Few who now stroll down the well-
boarded sidewalks of King Street reflect upon the inconveni-
ences attending this recreation to their sires and grandsires
and granddames, who were compelled to tuck up their garments
and pick their way from tuft to tuft and from stone to stone.

“It was no unusual sight to behold the heavy lumber waggon
sticking fast in the mud, up to the axle, in the very middle of
King Street, opposite to what is now McConkey’s refectory.

“The party-going portion of the citizens were content either
to trudge it, or to be shaken in a cart drawn by two sturdy
oxen. The fashionable cry then was “ Mrs. McTavish’s cart is
here,” and the ‘gee up’ resounded as clearly among the pines
and elms as the ¢lib “all right’ of the modern footman along
the gas lit street.”

Since those days the art of photography has been discovered,
and it is not probable that Mr. Eli Palmer—the only artist of
which Toronto could boast in 1847—could have brought his
camera with the Daguerrean process to bear on Mrs. McTavish’s
cart to get a good picture in a conveniently short space of time.

A late number of London Fun thus describes a scene in the
studio of a photographer in that city

MR. JUGGINS—“ Look here, Mr, Photygrapher, ‘ow much d’yer
want to take me and the missus and the kids altogether ?”

'PE‘IOTOGRAPHER—“ Well, T could take a carte of you for five
shillings.”

Mr. JuaaiNs—* C'art he blowed !

Stick us in a waggonette.”
No doubt Mrs. McTavish would h

ave preferred a waggonette
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also, and had the art attained its present state of perfection an
instantaneous photograph could have been taken that would
have been quite interesting.

¢ A little nonsense now and then
Is relished by the wisest men.”

Mr. Wm. Osborne—who had left Dublin, in consequence of
the failure of the silk trade, when French goods were first
admitted free of duty—was a good specimen of a Dublin gen-
tleman, and amongst other stories about the state of Toronto
streets in former years, related the following, without in any
way vouching for its accuracy :

A gentleman, walking on the loose planks forming a side-
walk on King Street, espied a good-looking hat in the middle
of the street. Curious to see and pick up the hat, he managed
to reach it, and on removing it, discovered to his surprise the
head of a living man underneath.

This individual at once appealed for help and deliverance,
urging, as a special plea, that if prompt assistance was not
rendered, his horse, which was underneath, would cer;tajnly
perish.

The usual mode of extrication by the use of shovels and
oxen was soon applied, and man and horse excavated.

This being the climax of exaggeration on this muddy ques-
tion, it must now be dismissed.

Apart from the social enjoyments among friends—and of those
we had a full share—there was nothing, either in the business
or surroundings, to lead to a preference of Toronto to any other
place, when the world was before us where to choose.

In business, the farmers were always complaining about some-
from too good crops, and consequent low prices, and the latter
'because they had not enough to sell.

The roads were a constant source of ecomplaint, which
appeared to be natural from our little experience of mud and
ruts, and when winter came on they generally had either too
much snow or too little.
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Those leaving home in sleighs, fifty or sixty miles back,
found bare streets, and had a hard time to get back to sleighing
again.

As my friend and myself had never heard complaints of
roads before, this topic became terribly monotonous, and the
same remark applies to the prices of produce, although in
Toronto a trade of the greatest importance.

There was the prospect of trade increasing by the growth of
towns and villages outside, and the facilities for transport by
water navigation in summer; but as railroads were not thought
of, and there was neither steam nor water power, except what
could be got in the Don river for the latter, and by importing
coal for the former, little was said of manufactures, and the
prospect of their establishment was exceedingly dull.

The prospect of the growth of Toronto—from the two facts
of the great agricultural country at its back, and the harbor
and water communication in the front—led to a decision, and
within a few months of arriving in the country the writer was
in communication with friends in England with a view to
importing a stock of goods, which was successfully accomplished
the next year.

Information as to Toronto in England was not very flattering,
A gentleman had a servant-maid whose brother had enlisted in
a regiment which was subsequently ordered to Canada. While
quartered in.Toronto, the young man took to himself a help-
mate, an Anglo-Cianadian, who afterwards returned with him
to England. On his arrival at home his sister paid him a
visit.  On her return her mistress asked her if she had seen her
new sister; she replied in the affirmative, adding, “ But Lor,
mum, she’s not very dark. I thought she'd be black.”

As an example of the accuracy of deseription, Mr. R. Mont-
gomery Martin wrote about this time —“The country bordering
Lake Ontario is well wooded ; through the numerous openings
th<'3 prospect is enlivened by flourishing settlements, the view
being extremely picturesque along the White Cliffs of Toronto,(!)
heightened on the north Ly the remarkably

high land over
Presque Isle, called the Devil’'s Nose.”
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The Toronto Post Office.

In 1847, and up till 1852, the whole business of the Toronto
Post Office was transacted in a small building on Wellington
Street, where the present Imperial Bank now stands. The
delivery office was a room about 20 x 40 feet, and the distribu-
ting room was an old cellar-kitchen some 20 feet square.
The staff up to 1850 consisted of a postmaster, three clerks,
and a letter carrier. The postmaster was Mr. Charles Berezy,
and the clerks, John Armstrong, Christopher Walsh and W. H.
Pearson (now manager of the Consumers’ Gas Co.), who sue-
ceeded Geo. H. Wilson, the present aceountant of the Bank of
Montreal, in 1847.
John MecCloskey was letter carrier, and a charge of one
“copper ” was made on each letter delivered by him.
At this time, and up till 1850, the English mails were only
delivered fortnightly—by stage from Halifax in winter, and
partly by steamboats in summer. The rate of postage on
English letters was 1s. 23d. sterling, or 1s. 4d. Halifax currency
(about 27 cents); the postage to Halifax was 2s. 9d.; Quebec,
Is. 6d. ; Montreal, 1s. 2d.; Kingston, 9d.; Windsor, 104d. ; the
lowest rate being 41d.
In 1850 there were only about 400 boxes in the Post
Office.
Postage stamps were at this time unknown, and the postage
on paid letters was written in red ink, and on unpaid in black.
In 1851 the uniform rate of postage was adopted, and postage
“stamps introduced.

~ The only visible representative of Her Majesty on ordinary
occasions was either Mr. Walsh or Mr. Armstrong, who for the
time being combined in themselves the offices of receiving,
delivery and enquiry clerks; and as every letter must be taken
to the Post Office, these gentlemen were known to every man,
woman and child in Toronto and Yorkville who ever posted a
letter.

The arrival of the English mail, onee a fortnight, broke in on
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the usual monotony, and brought a rush to the wicket, from
which the delivery, both general and particular, took place.

Up to 15351 the Post Office Department was under the control
of the Imperial Government, which was represented by MMr.
Stayner, but at this time, almost simultaneously with the intro-
duction of the bonding system through the United States, the
business was transferred to the Canadian Government, and the
mails began to arrive once a week, via Boston and New York
alternately. These mails were conveyed in charge of conductors,
of whom there were three—DMessrs., McNamee, Malone and
Magillivray—two taking the mails to above ports respectively,
and one extra to supply in case of need. The conductor taking
the outgoing mails, waited at his port for those coming in, and
this system continued for many years. During Mr. Malone's
time of conducting the wiails a circumstance occurred, illustrating
the economy of the Government at that day.

The writer, in comnpany with Mr. John Kay, Mr. Patrick
Hughes and three others, on our way from England, accom-
panied the mails from Boston, arriving at Suspension Bridge on
Saturday night too late to connect with the train for Toronto.
Feeling anxious to get home, instead of staying over Sunday at
the Bridge, we telegraphed for a special train to meet us at
Hamilton ; the charge to be furty dollars,

On arriving at Hamilton we found an encine and one car all
ready, and took on board Mr, Malone and the English mails,
with a Roman Catholic clergymun who wished to get to Toronto
with us. To this gentleman we offered a free passage, but
hoped to receive from the Post Office authorities a share of the
cost of the special train. The trip was made within an hour,
perhaps then the *fastest time on record” On the followins
Monday one of our party waited on Hon. Mr. Foley, Postmaster-
General, stating the case, and asking for the proportion of the
expense for carrying the mails; his reply was, that the letters
would have been in quite time enough for the mierchants on
Monduy morning by first regular train. He did not even con-
sider that Mr. Malone would have had to pay his expenses at a
hotel over Sunday, and so we had to pay the whole bill.
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Toronto Gas and Water Works.

In 1841 Mr. James Crapper had been brought out from
London by Mr. Furness, and in the same ship were imported
the gas and water pipes to commence the supplying of the city
with these two great requisites.

In 1847 there may have been altogether about 100 gas lamps,
and at this time the Consumers’ Gas Co. was established, on the
principle that the consumers, by taking up the stock, would
themselves get all the benefit. Mr. Henry Thompson sold all
the shares, the writer being one of the first to subscribe. Since
that time the success of the Company is well known.

The water supply was very imperfect, especially in case of
fire, and even up to 1850 no arrangement had been made to
keep the city furnished with a constant and adequate supply.

The licensed carters were compelled under a penalty to attend
all fires, for the purpose of conveying water from the Bay in
casks.

As the first who arrived was entitled to two dollars’ reward,
these men were in the habit of filling their casks at night, and
carting them to their own houses so as to be ready for a race
at the first sound of the fire alarm.

It was very remarkable, that about this time scarcely a
Saturday or Sunday night passed without a fire taking place.

Some said they occurred opportunely on these nights, because
everybody was at liberty, and the firemen being volunteers,
their occupations were not interfered with ; while others went
so far as to say that the very love for excitement, in some way
to relieve the monotony that prevailed over everything, had led
to the wilful acts of incendiarism, which undoubtedly took
place, but which were all overruled for the growth and general
improvement of the city.

The fire brigade in 1850 consisted of four engine companies,
two hook and ladder and one hose company; Mr. Ashfield
heing then the chief engineer.

The old hand engines were not very powerful, and when the

4
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firemen grew tired at the pumping, the law con.lp'elled any
bystanders to “lend a hand;” while many were willing, many
more could be seen taking their departure when there was a
prospect of a « draft ” for active service.

There were some remarkable instances of destruction of pro-
perty, one of which the writer distinetly remembers.

A fire took place in a frame building on King Street, one
door from the corner of Yonge, then occupied by Messrs. Betley
& Kay. The flames from the wooden building were driven hy
an easterly wind into the millinery and mantle room over the
store of Betley & Kay. On the arrival of the firemen the fine
windows were immediately smashed in with axes, when the
door might have served as well, and when the fire was extin-
cuished it was found that & number of fine silk velvet mantles
had been placed at the door of the room to prevent the water
from spreading to other parts of the building.

The Circulating Medium.

In the house I had just left the daily cash sales averaced
£1,000 sterling. This amount was taken in five cashiers’ desks,
by boys under sixteen years of age, and the rapidity with which
the change had to be given may be juldsed from the number of
cheques handed in from about four hundred salesmen.

The coins were farthings, half-pence, pence, sixpences, slhil-
lings, half-crowns, crowns, half-sovereigm and sovereigns

Farthings were strictly charged on all amounts to 2s. 6d., and
no salesman could omit them at 2s. 53d. The desks have fre-
quently been swept out to find a missing half-penny, as every-
thing must balance. There being no Canadian Silver Currency
ab this time, the process of making change out of what was
technically called “specie” was a perfect study. There were
Mexican and United States dollars and half-dollars; United
States 61, 12} and 25-cent pieces ; English sixpences, shillings,
half-crowns, with a miscellaneous assortment from every other
country.

Coin and bank note directors were used in every place to
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ascertain the value of the coin and the genuineness of bank
notes, especially those from the United States.

As each had to make his own change in the absence of a
cashier, this was found to be a work of great difficulty, to know
when a York shilling ceased to possess that value by reason
of abrasion or defacement and became a 10-cent piece, and in-
volved many a dispute; and the same with all the other coins.
In payment of a debt the Mexican dollar would go for 5s. 1d,,
or $1.02, but in independent trading it was just 1.

Anyone visiting New York at this time, and buying a news-
paper, if he gave a good 25-cent piece would generally lose in
change, through the manipulation of the boys, from one to four
cents, just as the boy happened to have more or less of the
small coins. Toronto had no newsboys at this time. As for
coppers, I have no doubt a great many brass buttons found
circulation just by flattening the shanks. This state of things
continued more or less for years, till the” Decimal System was
introduced by Act of Parliament, and the present silver coinage
issued.

Previous to this all wholesale or importing accounts were
kept in sterling for French and English accounts; Halifax
currency, or S4 to the pound, for Canadian, and in dollars and
cents for the United States.

Store Pay.

This kind of business was on the whole more agreeable to
salesmen than the system of cash sales.

Every builder or contractor made an arrangement with the
various trades and stores for a line of credit, by which they
could pay their workmen as much of their wages as possible
with the smallest amount of cash.

Orders were given on the stores, and mechanics’ wives went
to make their purchases, carefully concealing their written
“orders™ as long as the knowing salesman failed to draw out
the fact of their existence ; the object of the caution on the part
of the frugal housewives being to ascertain the “ cash” price of
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the goods. If the “cat was let out of the bag” the salesman
at once “stood at ease,” knowing well that the customer had
no alternative but to take out the value of the order. A few
immigrants, in perfect innocence, would present these orders
at once, much to the satisfaction of the salesman.

The block of buildings known as Ritchey’s Terrace and
other large buildings, including churches, St. Lawrence build-
ings, etc., were largely paid for in this way.

The time of “strikes” had not then arrived, the supply of
labor was always fully equal to the demand.

Retail Importing.

The only retail importers of dry goods at this time were Mr.
Peter Patterson, who occupied a portion of the present premises
of Messrs. R. Walker & Sons, and was supplied direct by
Messrs. Heron & Dickson, of Glasgow, who had arrangements
to supply not more than one house in each principal town in
Canada; and Messrs. Walker & Hutchinson, who also had
arrangements for getting their goods direct from Great Britain,
Nearly every dry goods firm, as well as hardware and others,
called themselves importers, and had the term on their signs.

This importing, however, was not direct, but was carried on
through the wholesale houses to whom they gave their orders,
which were sometimes delivered in the original packages. In
this way, in after years, we imported almost every class of
goods to order, including jewellery and faney goods for one of
the present leading jewellery houses on King Street, raw furs
for manufacturing, oil paintings, fire-arms, fancy stationery,
and, in fact, any class of goods for which an order was given.

Wholesale Trade in 1847.

In 1847 the wholesale dry goods trade was entirely confined
to Yonge Street, south of King.

First came Mr. Wm. McMaster, where the Dominion Bank
now stands ; next was Mr. John Robertson’s warehouse. At the
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corner of Melinda Street, where the new @lobe¢ building now
stands, was the old red brick store of Messrs. Ross, Mitehell
& Co.; a door or two further south Mr. W. L. Perrin occupied
a plain brick building, and below Wellington Street were
Messrs. Moffat & Murray, and Messrs. Bryce, MeMurrich & Co.
On the east side, north of Wellington, was the warehouse of
Messrs. Bowes & Hall, and these comprised the whole of the
dry goods warehouses at that time. There being no houses
exclusively in the millinery trade, that was done by the same
houses.

The wholesale grocery trade was represented by Messrs. F. &
G. Perkins, Mr. A. V. Brown, and Whittemore, Rutherford & Co.

There were no exclusively wholesale houses in the hardware
trade, nor in earthenware, jewellery, hats, caps or furs. The
oldest house in the latter trade is that of Mr. James H. Rogers;
the business having been established by his father in 1815.

The large block at the corner of King and Toronto Streets
was, in 1847, the finest wholesale house in the city, and was
occupied by Messrs. Whittemore, Rutherford & Co. as a whole-
sale grocery warehouse, and afterwards they added dry goods,
being the only house in which both classes of goods were com-
bined. This site is now occupied by the Quebee Bank, thereby
removing one of the most prominent of the old landmarks of
the city.

Prominent Men in 1847.

Amongst the prominent men to be seen on King Street in
1847 was the Right Reverend John Strachan, Lord Bishop of
Toronto. Although small in stature, his lordship was dignified
in manner, and commanded universal respect.

Mr. Peter Brown—father of Messrs. George and Gordon
Brown—was a gentleman of venerable appearance and much
respected.

The Messrs. Ridout Brothers, hardware merchants, Mr. Rice
Lewis, Mr. John Harrington, and Mr. T. D. Harris, all in the
same business, occupied prowminent positions as business men.
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Mr. E. F. Whittemore, of the firm of Whittemore, Rutherford
& Co., took an active part in every benevolent and philan-
thropic enterprise, and was distinguished for his temperance
principles.

Mr. Hugh Scobie, proprietor of the British Colonist, was a
man of commanding presence and universally respected.

A. & 8. Nordheimer.

In 1847 this firm occupied premises on the north side of
King Street, nearly opposite their present establishment.

The senior partner, Mr. Abraham Nordheimer, was an accom-
plished musician, and it was quite a treat to witness the
enthusiasm he displayed when exhibiting the fine points of the
instruments to intending purchasers.

Mr. Samuel Nordheimer undertook the outside work, travel-
ling a great deal, and to this firm is due to a great extent the
credit of having educated the taste of the people of Canada up
to its present high musical standard.

Prior to this time, if an Old Country family had brought
out a piano, although not of the most modern style, they were
supposed to have belonged to the better class of society at
home ; but even these instruments were few and far between.

It was on Mr. S. Nordheimer’s journeys, between Toronto
and Montreal, that the writer first became acquainted with him,
and soon found that by his universal courtesy, polished man-
ners and pleasing address, he was winning golden opinions, not
only in the towns and cities, but amongst the better class of
farmers; and the firm being sole agents for the Chickering &
Stodart, and Dunham pianos, soon succeeded in placing a large
number of these instruments in the hands of the better class of
people all over Canada. The fame of the firm is now as
extensive as the Dominion, and their success has been as oreat
as their highest ambition could have desired. -

In the chapter on “Toronto as a Musical City,” reference
will be made to their successful efforts to induce the first-class
musicians and vocalists of the world to visit Toronto, when it
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was little known, and had few attractions for these great
artists; but the influence of Messrs. Nordheimer—through
their connections in Europe and the United States—overcame
all difficulties, and to them is due, from the citizens of Toronto,
a debt of gratitude for many a musical treat during the past
thirty-five years.

Lord Elgin.

In January, 1847, Lord Elgin—two months after his second
marriage to Lady Mary Louise Lambton, danghter of Lord
Durham—sailed for Aumerica in the Cunard steamer Hiberniu,
and encountered unusually rough weather, the voyage being
most uncomfortable. They arrived at Halifax on the 20th,
intending to proceed to Montreal by way of Fredericton, but the
condition of the roads was not suited to such an undertaking,
so they re-embarked for Boston, arriving on the 25th. They
set out for Montreal the following worning, and reached their
destination on the 29th, three days’ journey, and tovk up their
abode at Monklands.

He was young and healthy, and could work eighteen hours a
day; possessed an amiable temper, and always a pleasant
demeanor, and did not consider it derogatory to his dignity to
walk to church.

In 1849 the Rebellion Losses Bill was assented to, and riots
occurred in consequence in Montreal. After this the seat of
Government was removed to Toronto, in 1850.

Lord Elgin was very popular in Toronto, and his levees were
always well attended. During the summer of that year he
gave a féte champétre at his residence, near where the Central
Presbyterian Church now stands, and as the view as far as
‘Queen Street was almost uninterrupted, the entertainment was
as pleasant as the name was appropriate. The writer has a
pleasant recollection of a cordial grecting and a hearty shake
of his hand on that oceasion.

The garden party given by Ex-Lieutenant-Governor Robinson,
on the occasion of the visit of the members of the Biitish
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Association, in 1885, showed by the surroundings the vast
improvement that has taken place since that time.

The beauty of the grounds which surround the present
Government House, with its luxurious furniture, and conserva-
tory, fragrant with the perfume of rare exotics, contrasts in a
striking manner with former times.

Toronto Police Force.

There were about a dozen of policemen, having as a chief
Mr. Samuel Sherwood. The chief, being a quiet, good-natured
man, did not insist on any strict regulations as to the dress or
discipline of the men. T

They wore a sort of uniform, but without uniformity, except

in one respect—they were uniformly slovenly. Day & Martin’s
blacking and white gloves were not considered at all necessary;
the latter had not come into fashion, and, as to the former, the
men might say as to their boots what was generally said as
to waggons and carriages, that if the mud was taken off they
would be just as dirty in a short tiwne again.
"It could not be wondered at, that in a city so celebrated for
mud as Toronto, the buggies were allowed to remain for
months "in a dirty condition, when only a short time ago
London Pumnch gives a conversation between a tourist in the
Highlands of Scotland and his hostler. The tourist says, “Why
haven’t you cleaned my carriage, as I told you last night?”
Hostler—* Hech, sir, what for would it need washing? It will
be just the same when you be using it again.”

There was not much improvement in the Police Force till the
appointment of Captain Prince, who, by the introduction of a
semi-military style of discipline, brought about a complete
revolution in every respect, not only in the dress and dis-
cipline of the men, but in the selection of a superior class, both
as regards physique and intelligence, forming in a short time a
body of police equal to that of any city in the world.

The best men selected were from the Irish Constabulary, who
had been drilled at the barracks in Phaenix Park, Dublin.
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First Strike in Toronto.

In 1847 the first sewing machine was introduced by Messrs.
Walker & Hutchinson. The tailors in their employment,
regarding this innovation as contrary to all their time-honored
ideas of the manufacture of clothing, at once rebelled.

Had not the old needle been used by hand since the fig-leaves
were made into garments in the Garden of Eden? Then why
should a new-fangled machine be invented to supersede the
ancient system ?

The machine was only in use a few days when Messrs.
Walker & Hutchinson, finding it so objectionable, agreed to
discontinue its use, and handed it over to their men to use it as
they thought proper.

A day was appointed for the display of their triumph over
machinery, and the discarded machine was exhibited on King
Street, in the centre of a procession of thesworkmen, after
which it was returned to the manufacturers in New York.

The firm, in order to remove every trace of dissatisfaction,
treated the men to a banquet, given the same evening.

Immigrant Fever.

The effects of the potato famine in Treland were painfully
visible in the appearance of the immigrants arriving by Que-
bec during the summer. It was estimated that 240,000 had
died from starvation in Ireland. It was not that the people
who had the means failed to stretch out the hand of charity.
Wonderful acts of liberality and self-denial occurred, but the
whole means of Ireland wcre inadequate to support her desti-
tute poor.

The British ships were too few to carry over the provisions
necessary to save human life.  Then every English heart, while
looking with terror at the future, throbbed with sympathy
for their dying brethren, and the relief distributed was received
with the liveliest gratitude—the writer’s brother, being one of
the relief” agents appointed by the Government, related
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many instances of & most touching character in his district and
towards himself personally.

Enormous sums were subscribed to relieve the distressed.
Noble and fearless men ventured into the haunts of famine and
distress, and examined the evil before trying to remedy it.

In the hour of calamity all differences of creed were laid
aside, and the Roman and English priests met at the bed of the
dying, joining in administering temporal and spiritual aid to
the sufferers; and, by a kind Providence, a fine summer and
better erops gradually brought about a better state of things.

The late Hon. W. E. Forster, when a young man, represented
the Society of Friends in Ireland during the teirible famine,
and his services as a distributer of relief earned for him the
love and gratitude of many a suffering soul, though it was his
strange fortune forty years later to be regarded as the worst
enemy of Ireland.

When the world was horrified by the Phoenix Park murders,
it came out on the trial of the assassins that Mr. Forster had
been selected as another vietim, so that, notwithstanding the
respect and veneration with which the young Quaker had been
regarded by the peasantry while engaged in the merciful work
of relieving hunger and soothing the pillow of death in 1846,
yet the same peasantry held the kind-hearted, though firm and
bluff Chief Secretary in utter execration, and taught their
children to curse him as the representative of blood-and-iron
tyranny.

As the result of imperfect nourishment and other causes, the
emigrants who left for America were decimated by ship fever,
and hundreds were buried at Grosse Isle, below Quebee, who
died on board the ships or at the quarantine station.

There were many cases in Toronto, and in attending these
Bishop Power and Dr. Grasett contracted the disease, from
which they both died, while faithfully and fearlessly discharg-

ing their duties.
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Bathing.

Before the Esplanade was formed a favorite place for a swim
was off Rees’ wharf, nearly opposite the Parliament Buildings,
and other quiet spots along the shore of the Bay.

Here, on a fine summer’s morning, many of the leading mer-
chants and clerks from King Street might be seen indulging in
the healthy exercise. The only restriction was as to time, there
being none as to dress. No person was allowed to bathe after
seven o’clock, before which time it was perfectly legal.

By those of us who had been accustomed to “disport beneath
the crested wave” on the Atlantic Coast, in puris naturalibus,
the privilege was highly appreciated and enjoyed.

One morning the writer chose a spot in front of the Com-
missariat Depot, which was always guarded by a sentry, who,
with fixed bayonet, * walked his lonely round” in front of his
box. These sentries appeared to be authorized to enforce the
rule as to time.

Not knowing it was past seven o’clock, I had quite prepared
for a dip, when the sentry advanced a few paces, and.in a very
decided tone, said if I went into the water he “would do his
duty.” Not liking the look of the cold steel, and thinking that
in this case discretion was the better part of valor, I quickly
dressed, and apologizing for having mistaken the hour, beat a
retreat.

Great Fire on King Street in 1849.

This fire originated eastward of the Cathedral, and spread
rapidly as far as Jarvis Street, and northward to Adelaide, then
across to the old City Hall and market, all of which were
speedily consumed. The Rectory of St. James escaped, but the
Cathedral, taking fire from some sparks which lodged on the
spire, was entirely consumed. One bucket of water would have
extinguished it when first discovered, but there was no way of
reaching it, the fire hose being quite inadequate for the pur-
pose. The writer distinctly recollects the falling of the spire.
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When the fire had done its work, and the crash became inevit-
able, it was supposed the spire would fall outwards, and the
spectators kept a long way off, when, to the surprise of every
one, it fell almost perpendicularly, top foremost, the vane on the
top striking the flag at the front door. The buildings on the
opposite side were badly scorched, but escaped destruction.

Establishment of Celebration of Queen’s Birthday.

To Toronto belongs the honor of having first inaugurated
this celebration.

In the year when every throne in Europe was shaken, when
Louis Philippe and his illustrious Queen were driven by the
mob from the Tuilleries, and every vestige of royalty on which
the latter could lay their ruthless hands was destroyed, and
when in disguise the royal pair escaped to England as a haven
of refuge, never did our noble Queen sit more firmly on her
throne ; and the feeling of loyalty appeared to be intensified by
the surrounding contrast.

At that time it was proposed to celebrate her birthday in
Toronto, but it was not till the following year that it was fully
kept, and shortly afterwards it was made a legal holiday, other
cities having taken the matter up and followed the example set
by Toronto.

In 1850 Monsieur Napheygi, Secretary to the celebrated
Louis Kossuth, the Hungarian patriot and orator, who had
visited Toronto, assisted in the celebration of Her Majesiy's
birthday by a grand display of fire-works in front of the Par-
liament Buildings.

First Retail Dry Goods Store on Yonge Street.

Up to 1849 the retail dry goods trade was confined to King
Street, and to a very limited portion of that street.

The only dry goods sold on Yonge Street were in connection
‘with groceries, in a store kept by Mr. James Leask, one door
south of Queen Street.

Mr. John Macdonald, having decided to start a store, with the
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enterprise and pluck which has characterized all his movements,
decided to try the experiment of an exclusively dry goods bu~i-
ness, and in a short time was doinz a thriving trade one door
south of Richmond Street, then known as the “Large 103,
that being the number on the street at that time, and the
figures conspicuously painted in front of the building.

The result of this venture is referred to in the chapter on
the Model Wholesale Dry Goods Warehouse of the Dominion.

SELLING ON THE STERLING COST.

The system of selling at an advance on the sterling cost
gave buyers the privilege of inspecting the invoice books
before the arrival of the goods, and if the buyer knew of spe-
cial cheap lines, and wished to favor a particular customer,
these lots were selected beforehand, and laid aside as soon as
opened. In this way Mr. Macdonald secured many a lot which,
by judicious advertising, he brought before the attention of the
public, and soon acquired the reputation of selling cheap goods.

The population of Toronto in 1847 was 21,050.

Total assessment, £122,981, or 3591,924; total expenditure,
£7,288, or $29,152.

The total importations to Toronto in 1848 were £197,225 3.
3d, equal to $758,901.05. The same year Montreal imported
goods valued at £1,603,027 17s. 9d., or $6,452111.55, or nearly
eight times as large as Toronto.

In 1849 Toronto showed value imported to be £326,863 17s.
9d., or %1,307,455.55, and Montreal £1,236,533 6s. 3d., or
%1,946,133.25, Toronto having within the year brought the pro-
portion as compared with Montreal from one-eighth to about
one-fourth.
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Business Houses in Toronto, 1847-1850.

WHOLESALE DRY GOODS.

Bowes & Hall.

Bryce, McMurrich & Co.
John Ewart, jun. & Co.
Henry Fowler.

Gilmour & Coulson.
William McMaster.
Moffatt, Murray & Co.
P. J. O'Neill.

W. L. Perrin & Co.
John Robertson.

Ross, Mitchell & Co.
Taylor & Stevenson.
Shaw, Turnbull & Co.
Topping & Brown.

R. Wightman & Co.

RETAIL DRY GOODS.

John Macdonald.
P. Paterson.
Betley & Kay.

J. Carmichael.
Edward Cooper.
William Creighton.
John Eastwood.
Arthur Lepper.
Walker & Hutchinson.
Robert Sargant & Co.
George Bilton.
Richard Hastings.
Walter Macfarlane,
Scott & Laidlaw.
Hughes & Co.
Thomas Lailey.
Charles Robertson.
John Ritchey, jun.
J. R. Mountjoy.

G. B. Wylie.

J. Charlesworth.

WHOLESALE GROCERS.

A. V. Brown.
Thomas Brunskill,

WHOLESALE GROCERS— Continel.

Fitch & Matthews.

B. Torrance & Co.

F. & G. Perkins.

George Munro.

Whittemore, Rutherfqrd & Co.

RETAIL GROCERS.-

Alexander Ogilvy & Co.
A. M. Smith.

K. M. Sutherland.
Richard Yates.

HAREDWARE MERCHANTS.

Jobhn Harrington.
Rice Lewis.

T. Haworth.

T. D. Harris.
Ridout Bros.
Darling Bros.
Hayes Bros.

P. Paterson & Co.

DRUGGISTS,
Neil C. Love.
Joseph Beckett & Co.
Lyman Bros.& Co.
W. H Doel.
Hugh Miller.
J. C Bettridge.
JEWELLERS,
Rossin Bros.
E. M. Morphy.
George Savage,
J. (+ Joseph.
Henry Jackson.

FURRIERS.

Joseph }‘(,r)gcrs,
John Salt.

J. G. Joseph,
J. Bastedo.
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CHINA AND EARTHENWARE.

Patton & Co.
H. F. Norris.

HIDES AND LEATHER.
James Beaty.

MERCHANT TAILORS,
@G. & T. Bilton.

Richard Score.

C. & W. Walker.

MUSICAL INSTRUMENTS.
A. & 8. Nordheimer.

BOOKSELLERS AND STATIONERS.
Brewer, McPhail & Co.
Thomas Maclear.

Henry Rowsell.

Hugh Scobie.

A. H. Armour & Co.

BOOTS AND SHOES,
Edward Dack.
Brown & Childs.
WATCHMAKERS.

J. E. Ellis.
William Bell.

CLOTHIERS AND OUTFITTERS.

Thomas Thompson.
Evans & Hamilton.

FANCY GOODS.

James Skelton.

SADDLERY HARDWARE.

Alexander Dixon,

MANUFACTURERS.

STOVES.

J. R. Armstrong.
Cr. H. Cheney & Co.

PAPER.
John Taylor & Brother.
FURNITURE.
Jacques & Hay.
TRONFQUNDER.
James Good.

STEAM AIILLS,

Gooderham & VWorts.

SOAP AND CANDLES.

P. & R. Coate.
Peter Freeland.

STARCH.
J. A. Cull.
PIANOS,
John Thomas.
GLUE.

Peter R. Lamb.

AXES.

Samuel Shaw.

It is worthy of note that the residences of all the leading
men whose names are given were all south of Queen Street,
except one or two who lived on that street. This will give a
good idea of the improvement that has taken place in this

respect.

2
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The upper stratum of society was decidedly refined and in-
tellectual, and not by any means as exclusive as some have
represented it. Nothing so invidious in class distinctions
existed as was found in Montreal up to a late period, when the
line was distinctly drawn between wholesale and retail mer-
chants, and in other ways the “upper ten” principle strictly
carried out.

The number of churches in Toronto at this time was 21,
divided as follows:—4 Episcopal; 1 Presbyterian Church of
Scotland ; 4 Wesleyan; 1 Presbyterian Church of Canada; 2
Congregational; 1 TUnited Presbyterian; 1 Methodist New
Connexion; 1 Catholic Apostolic; 1 Primitive Methodist; 2
Baptist; 1 Disciples ; 2 Roman Catholic.

A Tour of Observation.

Before deciding on settling in Toronto, the writer took a
trip to New York to consult with his friend and companion of
the previous seven years, Mr. Edward Martin, who had preceded
him, and had, like Mr. A. T. Stewart, brought out a stock of
Irish embroideries, then giving employment to thousands of
girls all over Ireland, and sold all over the world. My friend
continued in the same trade, adding lace goods when the
embroidery business fell off, and retired quite recently with a
large fortune.

It was thought best that I should make a tour of several of
the states as far west as Ohio, then the most rising and pros-
perous state in the west. Returning by the New York Central,
all the large towns were visited up to Buffalo, and then Erie
and Cleveland were reached by steamer. From the latter
place, down to Cincinnati, the only mode of travelling was
either by the stages or canal boats drawn by horses. There
appeared to be nothing, either in the manners of the people
met with or the mode of doing business, to induce me to settle
on that side of the line.

Being invariably taken for an Englishman, and addressed as
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“stranger,” I found that an Englishman was more of a foreigner
than one of any other nationality.

There were whole villages in Ohio owned by Germans or
Dutch, on the communistic principle, and no English spoken.

Apropos of speaking languages I may mention that having
an uncle, who was an elder in the Methodist Episcopal Church,
stationed near Syracuse, on my way through I called to see
him. Having two daughters at a large school in the centre of
the state of New York, he wished me to go and see them. The
distance to drive being about twenty miles, we stopped to rest
with one of my uncle’s parishioners, and in conversation with
the lady of the house she asked me whether I had spoken the
English language before I came to Awmerica.

At once perceiving that her question was put on account of
my being a native Irishman, I answered her accordingly.

Having seen persons from different parts of Europe in that
country, and all speaking their own language, she naturally
thought I should know mine.

We found my cousins boarding with the family of the sheriff

of the county, and the lady herself busy with a broom, after
using which to good purpose she was soon ready to entertain
us in her drawing-room. “ Helps” being hard to tind, most of
the ladies were obliged to help themselves.
" Being everywhere reminded that I was now in a free country,
I have frequently regretted not having crossed the Ohio River
into Kentucky, where slavery was in full vigor, and human
chattels were bought and sold every day ; and never having ex-
perienced any particular oppression in the country from which
T Liad recently come, I failed to appreciate the advantages of the
freedom of which I was so constantly reminded ag existing in
the United States.

Describing the gaiety going on in Washington while slavery
existed there at this time, Whittier writes:

Pitying God ! Is this a woman
On whose wrists the shackles clash %
Is that shriek she utters human,
Underneath the stinging lash ?
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Are they men whose eyes of madness
From that sad procession flash ?

Still the dance goes gaily onward—
\What is it to wealth and pride

That without the stars are looking
On a scene which earth should hide ;

That the slave ship lies in waiting,
Rocking on Potamac's tide ?

This being the year in which Louis Philippe and his accom-
plished consort were driven from the Tuilleries, and every
vestige of royalty ruthlessly destroyed, and Lamartine & Co.
had established the Republic of  Libeirtd, eqalitd, et fruternité
in France, additional favor seemed to have been given to these
prineiples.

While there was much to admire in the apparent absence of
poverty, and a good degree of prosperity which seemed to exist,
Tarther west T went, it was plainly seen that distinctions still
existed and society was divided into classes, as in every other
community. There were some illiterate and others educated,
some rude and rough in manners, others more refined and
cultured.

To judge of the manners of the people at the table d'kdte of
the best hotel in Cleveland at the time, and compare them with
those sevn ab present, the decision must be, that a marvellous im-
provement has taken place, as well as in all other western cities.

This leing the place where a stranger has the best oppor-
tupity of remarking the habits of people, my first impression
was one of surprise that so little time should be devoted to
table enjoyment. When the gone sounded there was a perfect
rush, and a grab at everything that could be reached. Vege-
tables of all kinds, with pickles, were mixed up, and made to
disappear before the waiters had time to present the bill of fare,
and then fish, flesh and fowl were taken on the same plate, with
a variety of puddings and pies; all of which were conveyed to

the mouth with the knife, tle fork only doing duty while the



ToroNTO FROM 1547 To 1857. 61

meat was being cut; and by the time a person not in a hurry
got, through with his soup, and was discussing the bill of fare,
the table was half empty, and almost entirely so by the time
the substantials were reached.

The most surprising thing was to flnd these people after-
wards quietly sitting round, apparently having abundance of
fi‘nfé"bp their hands..

" On returning to Canada a trip was taken to Quebec, includ-
ing a short stay at the principal towns and cities en voute.

Were it possible for a large proportion of the persousleaving
the British Islands to postpone their decision as to their desti-
nation till they had travelled through the principal States of
the Union, and over a portion of this Dominion, it can scarcely
be doubted that by far a larger number would prefer Canada.
But as, either through correspondence with friends, or the
representations of interested agents, nearly all decide as to the
place of their future settlement, they lose the advantage to be
gained by actual observation.

This delightful trip, entirely by water on the lake and river
steamers, could not fail to make a favorable impression. No
longer addressed as “stranger,” I everywhere found friends, and
a thorough “home ” feeling was constantly experienced, till on
my return to Toronto there was no hesitation as to making it
my future home.

First Return Visit to Europe.

The passage to England, on the Cunard steamer Nicgere, in
the winter of 1849-50 was a most perilous one. When on the
Banks of Newfoundland we found ourselves suddenly sur-
rounded by immense fields of ice, which increased so rapidly
that in a few hours the man at the mast-head sang out, “Nothing
but ice all around!” Having Her Majesty’s mails on board,
Capt. Leitch was not to be kept long in such a position, and
having consulted with his officers, determined to push through.
Orders were given to go ahead at half-speed, and after several
hours of bumping and grinding, that was terrible to witness,
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the cry came from aioft, “ Clear water ahead !” and on getting
out of the ice we found the grand vessel almost as helpless as a
log on the water. Every float on both paddle-wheels had been
literally torn to pieces, except six, and these vessels not being
rigged for sailing, like the modern secrew steamers, there was no
prospect of progress from that quarter.

With the foresight which has characterized the Cunard Line
from the commencement, duplicate floats were on board, and
the carpenter’s crew, in spite of the rolling of the vessel, in a
comparatively short time had all the floats replaced, and we
were soon again under full steam for Liverpool.

Shortly after arriving in London a partnership was formed
with Mr. James Stevenson, with whom I had lived for several
years in Dublin, and who was then residing in London, as buyer
and manager with Munt, Brown & Co., Wood Street, London,
Luton and Dunstable. Mr. Stevenson came to Toronto in the
following spring.

Windsor Castle.

¢t Imperial dome of Edward, wise and brave!
Where warlike Honor’s brightest banners wave,.
The royal piles that rise elate,
With many an antique tower in massy state.”

Never having seen Her Majesty the Queen, I expressed a wish
to visit Windsor with that object, and accompanied by my
brother, who was buyer for the house of Brown, Davis & Halse,
of Gresham Street, and afterwards for Cook Sons & Co., St.
Paul’s Church Yard, went down to that historical town.

We knew by the Royal Standard floating from the Castle
tower that Her Majesty was at home, and after inspecting the
portions of the Castle accessible to visitors during the Queen’s
residence there, and St. George’s Chapel, and getting a splendid
view of the surrounding country from the top of the tower, we
had not yet seen any indication of the Queen’s appearance, and
were returning to the railway station to take the first train for
London, when, while walking in a private street, without a
single person in sight, we heard the noise of horses’ feet, and
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presently an equery in royal livery came in view, and immedi-
ately afterwards the Queen and Prince Albert, in an open
carriage and pair, enjoying a quiet drive. We, of course, un-
covered our heads, and in return had a most gracious bow and
smile from Her Majesty, Prince Albert at the same time raising
his hat in response to our salutation.

This was an opportunity seldom enjoyed, even by residents
of London, and often earnestly desired by Americans, and
although having seen Her Majesty frequently afterwards, no
sight on state occasions was so gratifying as this one.

Commencement of Commercial Travelling in Canada.

In 1850 the firm of Taylor & Stevenson was established, and
their business carried on at the corner of Yonge and Col-
horne Streets,in the building lately occupied by Messrs. Buntin,
Reid & Co., now the Trader’s Bank building. It was then newly
built, and was one of the finest warehouses in the city.

Mr. Stevenson having had extensive connections with all the
straw goods manufacturers in London and Bedfordshire, that
trade was made a leading branch. The first importations of
these goods, in the spring of 1851, were the largest that had ever
been made into Canada, and having sent out circulars, we had
buyers from Windsor in the west to Brockville in the east. The
whole importations were closed out in a few weeks, and such
was the quantity to be entered and packed that all hands were
obliged to work for several weeks every night, except Saturday,
till 2 or 38 o’clock, so as to get the goods forwarded within a
reasonable time. To obviate this in future, the idea of taking
the orders beforehand and shipping the goods direct soon took
shape, and in the fall of that year samples were got out from
the leading manufacturers, and the writer undertook to travel
for orders.

After the close of navigation there was only one regular mode
of travelling. Weller’s line of Mail Stages left daily for Mont-
real and Quebec, and in this way the writer, who was the first

commercial traveller in Canada, started from Toronto.
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In these days of Pullman cars and ecommercial hotels, to hear
travellers complain of the discomforts and annoyances is rather
amusing to those who have ploughed through mud and slush,
sometimes carrying rails off the fences to “ pry ” the wheels of
the stages out of the ruts, and again, in snow, carrying shovels
to dig out the horses when large drifts were encountered ; all
which is known to the writer by actual experience.

The accommodation for baggage for nine or ten passengers
consisted of a “rack ” at the back of the stage, so that baggage
trunks and 300 lbs. weight of samples were never even thought
of up to the time of the opening of the railroads.

To meet this difficulty the writer had his samples sent out in
miniature models, so small that samples representing thousands
of dozens, for which he actually took orders, could all be carried
in a small valise.

The experiment was a great success; the goods were all packed
in England to the various marks, and in the spring of 1852
were shipped in bulk to the various merchants, from Quebec to
Windsor, or sent to Toronto for distribution.

During that fall not a single traveller was met on the whole
road, but the following season a gentleman appeared as a com-
petitor from a New York house, and one or two others, amongst
them Mr. Darling, of Montreal, in the hardware trade, and Mr.
D. B. Macdonald, in fancy dry goods.

The summer trips by steamers were very pleasant, but in the
winter there was nothing but hardships, and in crossing the ice
at different points very great danger. 1My rule was, that
wherever the mail driver would venture I would go.

On one occasion, in erossing from Belleville to Picton, the ice
had melted, and in the whole distance across the Bay of Quinte
no ice could be seen—the horses being almost knee deep in
water. Again, in crossing from Kingston to Cape Vincent with
four horses in the Mail Stage, and a heavy mail with a large
number of passengers, where the ice was cracking, the horses
had to “jump the cracks” Many rivers and canals were
crossed in this way.

One adventure on the road will give an idea of snow drifts.
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The town of Brockville was always to me, whether in summer
or winter, a delightful resting-place, a sort of oasis in my
travels from east to west, or wice versa. Young men away
from home in a new country will appreciate my feelings when
I say, that to find a sort of Canadian home, when a young
traveller, was indeed a delightful feeling. Here I always rested
for a few days amongst my friends—the Hon. George and
Messrs. John and James Crawford and their connections, and
especially Mr. Sheriff Sherwood, and the late Hon. John Ross,
whom I had the pleasure of meeting there frequently.

In the winter of 1853 I arrived there from the East in a
heavy snow storm ; it was the 23rd of December, and I wished
to get to Toronto by Christmas Day.

On the 24th the Mail Stage came along, and having supplied
ourselves with wooden shovels, we started for Kingston. Having
got on a few miles we found the drifts getting worse, and after
repeated efforts in literally digging the horses out, we were
compelled to put up at a small tavern on the road side, and here,
with bitter regrets at my folly in not remaining at Brockyville,
where I might have spent a pleasant Christmas, we were com-
pelled to remain all Christmas Day.

In the meantime the pathmasters had been notified by mes-
sengers that the track must be opened at their peril to allow
Her Majesty’s Mails to proceed.

On the 26th we again started, having much the same shovel-
ling as before, when, having got on a few miles, we heard the
sound of the down stage’s horn, and knew the track had been
broken, and arrived in Kingston in a reasonable time.

The formation of the Commercial Travellers’ Association
followed soon after the opening of the railroads, and has grown
to immense proportions, as the annual reports of the various
associations now existing abundantly show.

In the last year (1874) in which the writer travelled in con-
nection with the Toronto Association, his orders taken, in the
United States and Canada, with some assistance, represented
close on half-a-million dollars, and during the year scarcely a
day was lost. With the comforts and facilities afforded by the
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Pullman and Wagner cars, enabling travellers to work all day
and travel at night, and the best hotels on the Continent
competing for the patronage of the commercial travellers, the
occupation has become, from being a drudgery, quite a pleasant
life.

Having served a good apprenticeship, and then given a son
to succeed me in the Association, anything connected with com-
mercial travelling is still a matter of great interest.

Toronto in 1850.

FINANCIAL ATFFAIRS.

REVENCUE. ‘ EXPENDITURE.
£ s d. ‘ £ s. d
Assessment .. .......... 8,540 0 O ‘Interest ............... 4,800 0 0
?ental ---------------- ?é; g 8% Salaries ............... 2,875 0 0
€ES ... ,325 ] 5

Licenses .............. 99t 0 o’gzzds ::: ii)? (7) Z
Drainage .............. 150 0 0 Bire .................. 1600 0 0

Fees & Arrears of Taxes. 2,366 4 0 Redemption of City
Cash on hand .......... 530 5 0 Notes  ........... 850 0 0
Use of County Jail .... 600 0 0
Ward Appropriation. . .. 500 0 0O

Incidental Police Ex-
penditure ... ... .. 110 0 0
Printing and Stationery. 230 0 0
Coroner’s Expenses .... 115 0 0
Miscellaneous .. ........ 2994 0 0

Estimated Revenue over
Expenditure. ....... 16 6 =
£17,322 14 0 £17,322 14 0
or 569,290 80 or £69,290 00

CITY DEBT. ASSETS.

£ s. d. l £ s d

Debentures ............ 67,372 15 6 Outstanding Rents, Fees,

Corporation Notes ...... 17,346 15 0 ’ Debts, Taxes and
Sundries .............. 2,444 14 8 Cash on hand...... 2,436 Y 0
‘ Leaving to be paid...... 84,727 16 2
£87, S4 5 £87,184 5 2

4

)
04| or $348,737 04
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PUBLIC INSTITUTIONS.

Athenzum and Commercial i
News Room. ‘

Mechanies’ Institute. \

Post Office.

Telegraph Office.

University (old building).
Upper Canada College.
Osgoode Hall.
Parliament Buildings.

The following newspapers were published : British Colonist,
Christian Guardian, Daily Putriot and Eipress, Globe, Nurth
American, Canada Gazctie, Church, Ecaminer, Mivror, Waich-

main.
It will be seen that of all the

papers published in 1850, only

two continue, the Globe and Christiun Guardian, the latter
being the oldest established weekly paper in Upper Canada.

Prominent Men in 1850.

ALPHADBETICALLY ENUMERATED.

Lr. W, T. Aikins.

Hon. R. Baldwin.

F. W. Barron, Principal U. C. College.

M. Barrett, Forst English Master, U. C.
College.

Charles Berczy, Postmaster.

Hon. W. H. Blake, Chanccllor.

W. H. Boulton, M.P.P.

Hon. Col. Bruce, Sec’y and 4.D.C to
Earl of Klgin.

Hon. R. E. Burns, Judge.

John Cameron, Cashier Commercial
Bank.

Hon. R. E. Caron, Speaker Legislative
Council.

W. G. Cassells, Manager Bank of 8. N.
dmerica.

H. H. Croft, Prof. of Chemistry and
Vice-Chancellor of University.

R. G. Dulton, Barrister.

Lieut.-Colonel DeSalaberry, Deputy
Adjutant-General. ‘

Hon. W. H. Draper, Judye (jucen’s
Bench.

J. C. P. Esten, Vice-Chancellor.

George Gurnett, Clerk of the Peace.

Rev. Anson Green, IFesleyan Book
Steward.

Hon. Francis Hincks, Inspector-General.

J. G. Hodgins, Secretary of Education
Depertment.

J. G. Howard, Architect.

W. B. Jarvis, Sher/g.

Hon. L. H. Lafontaine, 4 ttorney-General

Hon. Jas. Leslie, Provincial Secretary.

Hon. J. B. Macauley, Chief Justice.

W. F. Mendell, Collector of Customs.

Rev. John McCaul, LL.D., President
University.

A. T. 3McCord, Cuty Chamberiain.

Hon. Archibald McLean, Judge.

i E. J. Palmer, Daguerrean drtist.

Hon. J. H. Price, Commissioner Crown
Lands.



70 ToroNTO “CALLED BACK.

Rev. Bishop Power. Hon. and Right Rev. John Strachan,
William Proudfoot, President Bank of Lord Bishop of Toronto.
Upper Canada. | Hon. E. P. Tache, Receiver-General.
T, G. Ridout, Cashier Bank of Upper|John F. Taylor, Clerk and Master in
Canada. Chancery.
Hon. J. B. Robinson, Chief Justice. Kivas Tully, Architect and, Civil_En-
Dr. John Rolph. T Tgineer.
Rev. Egerton Ryerson, Chief Supt. of | Wm. Wedd, Third Classical Master
BEducation. U. C. College.
Rev. Henry Scadding, First Classical | Hon. C. Widmer, Surgeon.
Master U. C. College. Rev. M. Willis, D.D., Prof. Divinity,
Hon: Henry Sherwood, Barrister. Knox College.
J. G. Spragge, Vice-Chancellor, William Wilson, Cashier Bank of Mont-
G, W. Strathy, Professor of Music. real.

In 1850, the principal streets running east and west were
Front, King, Richmond, Adelaide and Queen; running north
and south were Yonge, Church, Bay and York. These were
the most thickly settled and best business portions of the city.

The two principal thoroughfares, and the streets containing
the largest number of shops, were King and Yonge.

A little eastward of the centre of the city were situated the
Market Building and City Hall. The old City Hall was a
decent, old-fashioned pile of red brick, the front of which was
on King Street. Beneath and behind was the Market, walled
in, and enclosed with gates.

After the fire the new City Hall, the present one, was erected
of white brick, opposite the Market Square, and running down
towards the Bay.

This is a very strange looking building, and it was unfortun-
ate for the reputation of the architect employed that he had
not left the Province before he completed the building, instead
of afterwards.

The old City Buildings having been destroyed in the great
fire, a magnificent pile of buildings were erected in their place,
called the St. Lawrence Hall and St. Lawrence Buildings.

At this time the St. James’ Cathedral was in the course of
erection; Knox Church, Holy Trinity, and St. Michael’s had
been built.

W. H. Smith says of Toronto in 1850 :—“Let a traveller,
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starting from Montreal on a summer trip, proceed westward
till he arrives at Toronto. He sees a city, which he is told
fifty years ago was a swamp, with street beyond street and
building after building. He sees town lots selling for £10,000
an acre where thirty or forty years ago flourished a garden; a
magnificent church being erected where an old settler told him
he onece shot wild ducks.”

In connection with the old Mechanies’ Institute it should be
recorded that Mr. Robert Edwards was the polite and obliging
Secretary for many years, and it is also due to the memory of
Mr. John Harrington to state that it was chiefly through his
exertions and the liberality of the citizens that the present
Free Library building was erected. The Music Hall in the
upper part was, for years, the principal place for concerts,
lectures and various exhibitions, and many celebrated men
appeared from time to time on its platform, including Wilkie
Collins, Proctor, Pepper, Punshon and many others.

" Important public meetings were held, and public balls and
banquets took place in this Hall, for any of which its capacity
would be insufficient at the present time.

The office of the Express Company, styled the European,
United States and Canadian Express Company, was on Front
Street, and James Burns was agent.

Bonding System via United States.

In the spring of 1848 there were no new spring goods shown
in Toronto till the middle of May, on the opening of navigation.
The arrival of sailing vessels, which then conveyed all freight
to Quebec, was looked for with great anxiety. The ladies, in
the meantime, were compelled to wear their last spring bonnets,
drésses and mantles, and the retail dry goods men had a chance
of selling off their old stock from the previous season. The
effect of this was that when the goods arrived in Toronto the
country storekeepers, who awaited the event, came in a body to
the city, and at seven o’'clock in the morning it was no unusual
sight to see as many as thirty or forty on the street, awaiting
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the opsning of the warehouses, and ready to grab at the first
ot of goods they could get their hands on—styles and prices
being considered a matter of no importance: they wanted
British and foreign dry goods, and were determined to have
them. There was no time for making prices; that was to
follow after the rush, and each man filled his locker or bunk
with an indiscriminate collection, subject to revision on the first
opportunity.  When, perhaps, his neighbor’s back was turned,
to make a fair exchanye was considered no robbery, should he
happen to spy a chance lot of something he coveted in his
neivlihor's bunk. As the goods were sold at sterling prices,
with a certain advance added, the invoice book was then called
into requisition, and goods entered accordingly. In this way
the whole importations were generally pretty well cleared out
in a few weeks, and as the country merchants were supposed to
have laid in their whole season’s stock, the wholesale houses
had a quiet time in the warehouse after this, however it might
be in the counting house, the financing following such a sys-
tem requiring much tact and ingenuity. This state of things
could not continue with the increasing demand for early spring
goods, and something must be done in the way of improvement.

While British and foreign goods were arriving at Boston or
New York weekly, Canadian merchants were debarred from
getting any of their importations from these ports via the
American railroads, there being no law to permit it.

The firm of Hill, Sears & Co., of Boston, a branch of the
London firm of Alfred Hill & Co., succeeded by Thomas Mea-
dows & Cn., seeing a prospect of getting hold of the Canadian
business, supported by the Montreal and Toronto wholesale
houses, undertook to make arrangements for a bonding system,
and after some negotiations with the Government at Wash-
ington were successtul in their object. In the spring of 1852,
permission was given to allow goods for Canada to pass
through on the bonding system, at present in operation. The
writer, with representatives of two other wholesale houses
spent a week in New York with brokers at the Custom Housej
completing the arrangements for the despateh of the first goodé
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hy that route, and after many days’ delay on the road, a large
lot of goods, comprising the bulk of the spring imports, arrived
at Oswego.

Toronto Bay was then frozen solid, and as merchants east,
west and north were anxiously awaiting the arrival of the goods,
there was no other course but to make a channel for the steamer
Admiral to get out. This was accomplished by sawing the ice
from Yonge Street to the Queen’s wharf, and in this way the
spring goods arrived comparatively early.

Pirst Great World's Fair.

The year 1851 was remarkable for the grand project of Prince
Albert to assemble a display of the industrial resources of the
world. Subscriptions were raised, men of science were chosen to
form a committee, and a colossal palace of glass was erected from
a design suggested by Mr. (afterwards Sir) Joseph Paxton, head
gardener to the Duke of Devonshire, at Chatsworth. The
building from which the design was taken was the smallest of
the conservatories of the “Palace of the Peak,” and contained
the celebrated Victoria Regia lily. When the great palace was
built in Hyde Park, a mighty bazaar of nations was summoned.

Nor was the summons unavailing. Before the opening Lon-
don was crowded with foreigners and native visitors, all anxious
to enter the wonderful dome. Even immense London could not
afford accommodation for the throngs that poured in; people
walked the streets through the night or slept in cabs, unable to
procure a bed.

And who that witnessed it can ever forget the opening scene?
Her Majesty, in the pride of beauty and glory and domestic
happiness, looking around on the representatives of all nations,
while the Venerable Archbishop of Canterbury pronounced his
benediction on that meeting of the nations in peace and pros-
perity.

Then day by day poured into that fancy palace the strangely
mixed crowd of voluble Frenchmen, grave Germans, sharp

Americans, active, monkey-like Chinamen, and sensual-looking
A
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Turks ; while the rustics, who had never travelled beyond their
pative village, gazed with astonishment, and even with awe, as
they entered the lofty transept, which actually enclosed tall
elm trees, and where the tropical plants, the fountains, the
statuary, and the rich fabries of India, realized the tale of the
« Arabian Nights,” and seemed the work of enchantment.

The building was afterwards removed to Sydenham, and was
greatly enlarged so as to form the now celebrated Crystal
Palace.

At this exihibition Canada was well represented, and obtained
a large number of prizes and medals.

Turning the First Sod of the Northern Railway.

On October 15th, 1851, the first sod of the Northern Railway
was turned by Lady Elgin, assisted by Mayor Bowes, nearly
opposite the Parliament Buildings.

Mayor Bowes was in full official costume—cocked hat and
sword, knee breeches, silk stockings, and shoes with steel
buckles.

The earth dug by her ladyship, with a beautiful silver spade,
was taken by His Worship a short distance in an oak wheel-
barrow, the whole ceremony creating great interest.

Mr. F. C. Capreol had so far seen his much ridiculed scheme
carried into effect.

No longer laughed at and spoken of as “ Mad Capreol,” as the
writer has often heard him called, he had shown great method
in his madness. Having been a fellow-passenger with him
when crossing on his visit to England to raise the necessary
capital—at first by a kind of lottery scheme, and afterwards in
the legitimate way—I saw his determination to carry out his
plans, and the clear prospect he had of the future of the under-
taking.

Had his life been spared, the Huron and Ontario Ship
Canal or & Ship Railway might soon be an accomplished fact,
not at all more improbable than the Manchester Ship Canal
was fifteen or twenty years ago.
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Tariff in 1850-51.

Mr. W. H. Smith, writing at this time on the tariff, says: “« We
are a queer people. While we are writing a public meeting is
being held in the St. Lawrence Hall, Toronto, for the purpose,
as the requisition says, of addressing a petition to Her Most
Gracious Majesty, Queen Victoria, and the British Legislature,
for the purpose of obtaining a more favorable home market for
the staple productions of the country than we at present enjoy,
and for the adoption of such a course of commercial policy
towards the Colonies generally as may prove beneficial to them
and to the Mother Country.

“Do not these gentlemen fear that the British Prime Minis-
ter, in glancing over the Canadian tariff, will be apt to teil the
signers of the petition that ‘Jupiter helps those who help
themselves.

“In our legislative wisdom we charge on sugar, tea and coffee,
articles which we cannot produce ourselves, a duty of 124 per
cent.; while on tobacco, which we can grow, we charge the
same.

“ On wine, rum and brandy, which we do not make, we charge
25 per cent. ; while hemp, flax and tow, undressed lard, charcoal,
broom corn and wool are admitted at 24 per cent.; and, still
further, as if this were not sufficient, we extend our liberality
and admit pot and pearl ash, wheat and Indian corn duty
free.”

All dry goods, hardware, ete., at this time paid a duty of 124
per cent. ad valorem.

Railway Opening and Steamship Contracts.

In the fall of 1852 the locomotive Lady Elgin was tried, on
the 6th October, on the Northern Railroad, by order of the
Engineer, under whose direction the engine was erected. This
‘was the first locomotive run in Upper Canada.

A considerable number of persons congregated near the
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Queen’s wharf to witness the trial, and appeared much pleased
with the “iron horse” as he snorted along the track. The rails
were laid for about fourteen miles.

The contract for the railroad from Toronto to Guelph was
given at this time to Messrs. C. S. Gzowski & Co., for £7,408
éurrency per mile—£355,600 for the whole distance.

It was also in 1852 that the contract for the establishment of
a line of steamers bétween Liverpool and the St. Lawrence was
completed, the contracting parties being Mr. J. Young, then late
Commissioner of Public Works, and Messrs. Kean & McCarthy,
the ship owners.

The conditions were that Messrs. Kean & McCarthy should
keep up a regular line of large and powerful screw steamers to
leave Liverpool for the St. Lawerence monthly or fortnightly,
while navigation was open, and monthly during the winter to
Portland ; the maximum passage rates to be £21 sterling, first-
class; £12 12s, second-class; and £6 6s., third-class. These
steamers began to run the following spring.

Two years later the contract was annulled, and an arrange-
ment made with the firm of Edmonstone, Allan & Co., of Mon-
treal. The small fleet of the last named company has since
developed into the line well known as the Allan Line of Trans-
Atlantic Steamships.

At this time Toronto had begun to display a rapidity of
growth and stability, produced by wholesome enterprise, both
encouraging and remarkable. In describing its appearance in
1852 it was said that such strides had been taken in improve-
ment that the effect produced on the mind of a stranger, when
entering the bay and viewing the city from the deck of a
steamer, was very pleasing and striking. In the evening the
spires and domes, lighted up with the rays of the setting sun,
the dark woods at the back, and the numerous handsome villas
which flanked the bay, combined in creating an effective coup
d'eeil.

A most prominent object at the eastern end was the jail, by
no means a picturesque or prepossessing one, but still might be
taken as an indication of the generally substantial and appro-
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priate character of the buildings, being a solid symmetrical
mass of gray lime-stone, sufficiently significant of its purpose—
perbhaps in the same sense as that in which the traveller stated
that he always knew he wasin a civilized country when he saw
a gibbet !

Be this as it may, the writer has a distinet recollection of
seeing two men hung off a platform erected on the west side of
the wall which surrounded the building, and which is now
replaced by extensive works of the Gas Company.

The lighthouse on the point of the peninsula, the Lunatic
Asylum, Government Wharf, Parliament Buildings, City Hall,
and Trinity Church, all attracted the eye.

The sites of the St. James’ Cathedral and St. Michael’s could
also be, seen.

The Industrial Crystal Palace.

Exhibitions of the Provincial Agricultural Association of
Canada West, incorporated in July, 1847, were held irregularly
till 1852.

At the close of the Exhibition in Toronto in 1852, it was re-
solved to memorialize the Government to appropriate a certain
sum of money to purchase land whereon to erect permanent
buildings for the holding of their annual exhibitions.

To this resolution is due the structure then erected, for in
granting to the Corporation of the City of Toronto the fee
simple of that portion of the garrison reserve lying immediately
south of the Lunatic Asylum, for a public park, the Govern-
ment made it a condition that not less than twenty acres should
be appropriated for the holding of the Provincial Association’s
annual exhibitions whenever it might be required for that pur-
pose.

This condition was accepted by the Council with a liberality
which did them honor, at once appropriating £5,000 for the
purpose of erecting permanent buildings thereon.

On the 15th July, 1852, the corner stone was laid by W. H.
Boulton, Mayor, in the presence of a large number of citizens,
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The band of the Royal Canadian Rifles performed at intervals
during the ceremony.

The building was afterwards used as a military barracks,
and was occupied by the 13th Hussars, the band of which regi-
ment for several years contributed so much to the pleasure of
the people of Toronto; and here, in 1860, His Royal Highness
thie Prince of Wales was entertained at a public ball.

The Anglo-American Magazine says:— Dwelling in a city
whose every stone and brick has been placed in its present
position under the eyes of many who remember the locality as
the sight of primeval woods, the region of swamp; of some who
have seen the lonely wigwam of the Mississauqua give place to
the log house of the earlier settler, and this in its turn disappear
to be replaced by the substantial and elegant structures of
modern art,—we find we are justified in yielding to the pardon-
able if vain desire to tell the wonderful metamorphosis of
forty years.

“ It is meet that we should rejoice over the triumphs of civi-
lization, the onward progress of our race, the extension of our
language, institutions, taste, manners, customs and feelings.

“In no spot within British territory could we find aggregated,
in so striking a manner, the evidences of this startling change.
In none should we trace, so strongly marked, the imprint of
national emigration. In few discover such ripened fruits of
successful colonization.

“The genius of Britain presides over the destiny of her off-
spring. The glory of the empire enshrouds the prosperity of
the colony, the noble courage and strength of the lion inspires
and protects the industry of the beaver. The oak and the
maple unite in their shadows over the breasts that beat in unison
for the common weal.

“We boast not superior intelligence, we claim not greater or
even an equal share of local advantages over the sister cities of
our country ; but we assert, in sincerity of belief and in justice
to ourselves, a rapidity of growth and a stability produced by
wholesome enterprise as encouraging as it is remarkable.

“The fine bay in front of the city is formed by the remarkable
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peninsula (this was before the gap was formed) which, com-
mencing at the river Don, stretches away westward, with a
singular bend or curve at its western extremity, until it ap-
proaches the mainland opposite the garrison. Here a very
narrow channel, marked by buoys, admits vessels of almost any
tonnage to shelter and safe anchorage.

“Over this extended sheet of water may be seen, in summer,
many a graceful and tidy little craft, gliding along under the
skilful management of the amateur crew—yachting being a
favorite amusement and source of recreation to the inhabitants
after the toils of the day and the confinement of their occu-
pations. A considerable number of steamers, both British and
American, arriving and departing almost hourly, and numerous
sailing vessels, laden with the produce of the back country or
freighted with valuable imports from other lands, impart ani-
mation and bustle to the scene, which truly indicates the com-
mercial activity of a thriving population; while the wharves
which skirt the bay, with their large warehouses and busy
throng of stevedores, porters, carts and cabs, confirm this
impression.”

The assessed value of the property in the Corporation, in
1852, was $12,465,600. The value of dutiable and free goods
imported was $2,778,388; the exports, $1,636,824.

In the past year the beauty of the principal streets had
increased very greatly. St. James’ Cathedral had been com-
pleted, except the spire. This church, built of white brick (for
which Toronto has become famous), in the restored style of
architecture, was then decidedly the most beautiful and appro-
priate religious structure to be found in Canada. In the order
of civil architecture, the Court House, then in course of erection,
was considered to be as fine a structure of its own kind as the
church.

But public buildings may sometimes proceed rapidly, while
general distress prevents improvement in domestic archi-
tecture, This, however, was not the case in Toronto.

A correspondent of the Montreal Herald writes at this time :
“Upon King Street we noticed the builders at work in five or
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six places, besides observing several new and handsome brick
houses, where a year ago wooden ones stood. Our readers who
are acquainted with Toronto will remember the corner of Bay
and King Streets, which used to be disfigured by some wooden
shanties; these have been completely swept away, to make
room for elegant brick houses. While the retailers have been
improving their places of business, the wholesale houses have
also continued to augment in number and beauty.

During the time the Parliament remained in Toronto, between
1850 and 1857, many men celebrated in history could be heard
to speak. Papineau, W. L. Mackenzie, Cauchon, Cartier, Prince,
Merritt, Gugy, Drummond, Dorion, Hincks, D’Arcy McGee,
Baldwin, John Sandfield Macdonald, and others.

When Mr. McGee rose to speak, the most profound attention
prevailed, all admitting the superior charm of his eloquence.
No matter what the subject of debate might be, it was invested
with new interest, and having at command art, science, poetry
and history, his ideas were clothed in most beautiful language,
and were full of originality, and given with such a sprinkling
of wit and humor as never failed to delight his listeners.

In 1852 Mr. George Brown made his maiden Parliamentary
speech, which occupied two hours.

On the 28th of December, 1853, Lord Elgin left Toronto, and’
was succeeded by Sir Edmund Head, in 1854.

The Esplanade.

It is said that when the Grand Trunk Railway vas teing
built, the Company offered to build stone wharves or quays along
the front of the city, with iron bridges across the tracks at the
principal crossings, and at less than the cost of the present
Esplanade, but through the obstructiveness of some, and the
squabbling and procrastination of others, of the Corporation, the
offer was withdrawn.

At present when so much public attention is directed to the
proposed new street and general improvement of the city front,
it may be interesting to refer to the various schemes proposed
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from 1850 to 1854, and for this purpose we extract a few items
from Maclear’s Anglo-American Magazine.

The “Editor’s Shanty” was supposed to be the resort of
representative characters, then living under the Sobriquets of
the “ Doctor,” the “ Laird,” and the “ Major.”

It is only fair to state that Sandford Fleming, C.M.G., C.E. has
informed me that he was the writer of these articles in the
Canadian Journal, to which he referred me at his residence in
Ottawa.

These gentlemen met to discuss the current events, and to
review the literature of the week.

The question of the proposed Esplanade having come up for
discussion, the Laird begins :

“ But, Major, what was ye gaun to say aboot the Toronto
Esplanade at our last meetin’, when Mrs. Grundy telt us the
supper was ready ? I see the newspapers are makin’ a great
fuss about it now. One day we have a long report from Cum-
berland to the Northern Railway directors, another day a letter
from the City Surveyor about it, in another it is announced
that Gzowski and the Grand Trunk contractors are gaun to
make the thing at once. Did ye hear onything mair aboot it %’

Masor—“ I was then going to draw your attention to along
letter which appeared in the May number of the Canadian
Journal, prior to any of these you have just mentioned, the
author of which signs himself ‘A Member of the Canadian
Institute, and advocates strongly the importance of making
provision for public walks, baths, wash-houses, etc., and sets
forth a new plan for the Esplanade, by which the railroads can
be brought into the very heurt of the city without the necessity
of level crossings. I thought at the time that the plan, although
probably too costly, and on too grand a scale, was a feasible one,
and deserving of more attention than it seems to have received.
Since then I am glad to see that the Chief Engineer of the
Northern Railway has taken it up, and strongly recommended
its adoption, with slight modifications.”

Larp—* Before we gang any further, I would like to ken the
correct meaning of level crossings, for there were nae railroads
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when I was at schule, maist saxty years syne, and I'm rather
particularly concerned in this matter—one of my friends has a
water lot near Yonge Street.”

“MaJor—“ When one railway crosses another on the same
horizontal plane, or where a railway crosses a street in the same
manner, that is to say, without either being bridged, it is termed
a level crossing, and they are the cause of a great many acci-
dents.”

Doctor—* You will recollect, Laird, of that serious collision
only a few months ago, near Detroit, when one passenger train
ran into another on a level crossing, to the great destruction of
life and property. Level crossings have always been a source
of danger, and should, at any cost, be avoided, if possible, in
crowded thoroughfares.”

Lairp—“TI understand it noo. Indeed I thocht it was that,
yet 1 aye like to mak sure; but I dinna see why the needna
gang slower through a town; there’s na use to biss through as
if the deil was at their heels.”

Doctor— Yes, my good Laird, but there are innumerable
chances of danger, however slow the trains may travel,—the
locomotives themselves have been known to become unmanage-
able and run away. Horses are apt to get frightened, women
and children may be overtaken while crossing the tracks, or
old gentlemen, like yourself and the Major, who do not hear
quite so well as in your younger years, may make even as nar-
row escapes as ke did at Waterloo.”

LatrD—* Toot, mon, I can hear yon whussle half a mile aws’.
I'm no sae deaf as a’ that, and maybe there are some older and
deafer than me (joking). Tl tell ye, Doctor, gin there be as
muckle danger as you say, gentlemen in your profession should
keep a calm sough. A broken leg noo and then would aye be
mair grist to your mill. I think we’d better cry quits noo, as
we're gettin’ aff the thread, and I'm anxious to hear aboot this
plan of the Major’s. It’s strange I didna see the letter he spoke
of.”

Masor—*“Indeed, Laird, it’s altogether my fault. I lent the
Journal for May to a friend of mine, who only returned it a few
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days ago, but here it is; and, although the letter is rather long,
it refers to various other matters, which we may discuss at an-
other time. With your permission I will read the letter.”

Docror anD LaiRD—“Do. Go on, go on.”

Major—*There was a lithographed plan which accompanied
the letter, and you will have some trouble to understand the
letter without it. However, here goes.”

[Major reads the letter]:

“To the Editor Canadian Journal,—The water frontage of
Toronto, extending over a length of from two to three miles, and
up to the present time almost unoccupied, is now about to be
used for railway purposes.

“Adjoining thereto, and extending about three-fourths of a
mile along the south side of Front Street, immediately to the
east of the old fort, a tract of land, averaging in width about
100 feet, was some years ago reserved for the public as a pro-
menade or pleasure ground, which reserveis also being appro-
priated by the railway companies for their own use.

“Much has lately been {written, and far more has been said,
regarding the occupation of the water frontage by the railway
companies. One party advocates the conversion of every foot
of ground now lying waste, into track, brick, and mortar,
Another party, with more concern for the healthful recreation
of future generations than the convenience of the present, insists
on these reserves for pleasure grounds being retained for the
purpose they were originally intended to serve. All must admit
that the interests of the public and the railway companies are
one in the most important particulars, and that every facility
should be afforded them in endeavoring to establish their work ;
but, if in so doing it be found expedient that these public
grounds should be surrendered for the purposes of business—
the life and soul of all commercial cities—it ought not to be
forgotten that posterity has some claim on the representatives
of the public at the present day, and some effort should be
made to provide breathing space for those who come after us.

“ It will indeed be a reproach if, within the limits of the City
of Toronto, comprising an area of six square miles, and which,
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half a century ago, was just emerging from the wilderness, a
few acres be not set apart and held inviolate for these purposes.”

Docror—“1 quite agree with the writer in many respects.
It will indeed be a great reproach if space be not left for a few
parks and public walks. She has now, exclusive of the pro-
posed Esplanade and Terrace, only one lung for the airing of
40,000 human beings, with almost a certainty of that number
reaching 100,000 in ten years. I refer to the College Avenue,
a strip of land about half a mile long, by 130 feet wide, and if
that be insufficient now for the recreation of the inhabitants,
what will it be in ten years hence 2”

Lamrp—“Onybody will admit that the arguments in favor of
public works are guid, an’ that it’s better to hae nae “level
crossings,” if ye can arrange so as no to hae them, yet if I
understand your plan, Major, T dinna think it'll work weel.
Look at the number of bridges required to cross the railways,
and the trouble it wad be to climb up a slope as high as the
tap of a locomotive, just to come doun the other side again, and
a’ the gudes frae the wharves wad hae to be drawn up to the
bridge and doun again to the street, in the same way. I rather
think the carters wad gie up work a’thegither.”

Major—*Ah, Laird, I see you are laboring under a mistake.
You have forgotten that Front Street is already about as high
as the bridges would require to be, and that slopes would be
wanted only from the wharves upward, similar to the present
roads from the wharves up to the level of Front Street.”

[Major continues to read]:

“It is proposed to set apart a strip of land throughout the
entire length of the city, of a width sufficient to accommodate
nine railway tracks, to be level with the wharves, to be crossed
only by bridges, and to be used solely as a railway approach
and for railway connections,

“Front Street to be converted into a Terrace above the level
of and separate from the railway approach, by a retaining wall
and parapet, to be 120 feet wide, and planted with rows of
trees throughout the entire length.

“The entire area south of the Front Street Terrace to be on
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the wharfage level, and reached by slopes from the bridges.
The bridges may be of iron, of a simple ornamental character.

“It is also proposed to reserve certain portions for the land-
ing of steamboats, for private forwarders, for baths and wash-
houses, or for general public service. The places allotted for
this purpose on the plans are situated at the foot of York and
Yonge Streets, and at the rear of the St. Lawrence Hall, and
are named, respectively, the Niagara, the City, and St. Law-
rence Basins. While contemplating improvements on so grand
a seale, the selecting of a site to be dedicated to a great public
building should not be lost sight of. I refer to one of which
even now the want is felt, viz.: The Canadian Museum, for the
formation of which the Canadian Institute is making strenu-
ous exertions, and also a permanent home for that Society.

“The very best situation would doubtless be in the vacant
space at the intersection of Yonge Street with the grand Ter-

‘race (where the Custom House and Soap Factory now stand),
or south of the railway tracks facing the bridges from Yonge
Street, as shown on the plan.

“There can be no good reason why the building should not be
sufficiently extensive to include a Merchants’ Hall and Exchange
under the same roof, or offices for telegraph companies, brokers,
ete, in its basement, or why it should not be as ornamental
and imposing as its central position would require, or the pur-
pose of its erection demand.”

Mr. Cumberland’s report is then read, when the Major pro-
ceeds.

MaJor—* After these two documents we come to the last that
has appeared on this subject—a letter from Mr. Thomas, City
Surveyor. I feel rather fatigued, Doctor, perhaps you will
read the extract marked. You will see that the leading feature
of Mr. Thomas’ plan is to build a street or Esplanade over the
railway tracks on stone piers and brick arches, extending the
whole length from Simcoe to Parliament Streets, with flights of
stone steps leading up thereto at intervals. I can scarcely yet
venture an opinion, but it seems to be rather an extravagant
idea of the value of space, to put one street over another on

7
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arches, when the same object can be attained at much less cost
by taking in sixty or seventy feet more of the bay.”

DocTor reads: “1I purpose, therefore, to make Front Street,
from Simecoe to Parliament, a business street, and of such a
width as not to destroy the Custom House, or the valuable
wholesale and other stores already built and now in course of
erection on the south side of Front Street to the Esplanade,
securing the frontage of these valuable water lots.

“I would then leave from Front Street a depth of from one
hundred to one hundred and fifty feet, for the building lots,
whereon to erect, as may be required, the railway stations, the
proposed large hotel, wholesale stores and goods warehouses,
with other principal frontages to the railways on the wharfage
level on the south ; also to an Esplanade on the south of Front
Street, constructed on piers and arches over the lines of rail-
way, sixty-six feet in width, on the Front Street level, with an
open space of twenty feet area for light and ventilation to the
lower storey of the buildings in front of the tracks. The
buildings would have their north frontage on Front Street;
passengers would enter the respective stations as the goods
would be received on Front Street. The Esplanade, by this
arrangement across the most central part of the city, would be
in the proper place on the Front Street level, with the railroad
cars running underneath, having arched openings on the north
side of the railroad to the buildings, and on the south side to the
wharfage, being in appearance like a continued station. The
passengers would be protected from heat and dust in summer,
and the trains from snow accumulations in winter.

“The buildings being erected with handsome stone frontings
to the Esplanade and Bay, would give the city a magnificent
appearance, with the arched frontage of the Esplanade as a
basement to the whole.

“ Trees may be planted for shade opposite the piers on the
lower level, which would form an avenue for the raised Espla-
nade, along the entire distance, which might be limited at the
outset, from Simcoe Street to George Street. From that point
east and west the railroad may be open. The raised Esplanade
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over the railroad to have five lines of rails, with five arches in
brickwork turned over them, continuous on stone piers, backed
up with brickwork.”

Laiep— Ah, doctor, I canna say I like yere plan either.
Nane o’ them are equal to the ane I had many a chat about wi’
my auld friend, Sir R. Bonnyecastle, now dead, poor man, an’ wi’
Mr. Howard, the architect. Keep awa’ yere new-fangled plans
frae me ; what wi’ yere bridges, an’ brick arches, an’ tree-plant-
in’, and level crossin’s, and so on, it’s enough to dumbfounder a
body. Na, na, gentlemen, the auld plan is a plan ye can all
understan’, it’s a simple one, an’ the simplest way is often found
the best way.”

Doctor—“1I confess I feel quite taken aback, not having
thought of the subject before. It appears to me, however, that
there are many good things in all of them, which, if combined
together, might form a better plan than any one of them.”

This ends the “ sederunt “ of these gentlemen in 1850, and it
may be remarked in 1892, that if we cannot have a work as
solid and grand as the Thames embankment in London, we can
have one which, in point of situation and beauty of prospect,
may form a more delightful promenade, and now appears to be
the time for prompt action to secure its establishment.

Rossin House and Railroads.

With the prospect of railroads being built, and the consequent
increase of travel, the want of a first-class hotel was much felt,
and Messrs. Rossin Bros., very popular and enterprising gentle-
men, then doing the principal watch and jewellery business,
undertook to canvass the wholesale merchants and others in-
terested in the growth and prosperity of the city, for subscrip-
tions towards building an hotel worthy of the Queen City. The
stock was soon taken up, and debentures of £100 or $400 each
were issued, one of which the writer willingly took in behalf of
the firm, just as all others did, not with a view of making
profit, but to promote the enterprise. The ground was secured
and the first hotel built and finished, and was placed in the
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hands of Mr. A. C. Joslin as proprietor. It being found that it
did not pay, Messrs. Rossin Bros. bought up the debentures at 50
per cent. discount, which the holders were willing to lose to keep
the concern afloat, and in this way it was continued till it was
burned down. It was soon rebuilt on a much grander scale,
and has gone on increasing in size and splendor ever since.

In June of 1858 the Grand Trunk Railway was opened to
Portland, and at the close of the year the Great Western was
opened from the Suspension Bridge to Hamilton and London,
and within a month was completed to Windsor.

The contract for the road from Toronto to Montreal was
signed by Mr. Jackson and his associates on the arrival in
London of the Hon. John Ross. The line from Toronto to
Hamilton was undertaken by another contractor, at £1,000
more per mile than the Grand Trunk.

The writer travelled in the old leather-swung stage from
Hamilton to London the night before the opening of the road,
and in anticipation of their occupation being about to go the
following day, the hotel-keepers at the different places where
the horses were changed were especially crumpy.

On the 9th of May, 1853, the first ocean-going steamer
arrived at Quehec.

Mercantile Agencies.

The system of reporting the standing of business men by
regular subscription rates was commenced in Toronto in 1835.
Previous to that time there had been private correspondence
with New York, but no regular agency had been opened, nor
was the arrangement publicly known.

A Mr. Hart was sent to Toronto by the firm of R. G. Dun &
Co. at this time, to obtain subscribers, and the firm of Taylor &
Stevenson was among the first to give their names. Having
received a sufficient number to warrant them in opening an
office, Mr. Kimball arrived shortly afterwards from New York,
and commenced his agency in the Exchange Buildings, now
the Imperial Bank. Wellington Street.
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The principle of giving information as to every man in busi-
ness was not well received by a portion of the press. Several
severe articles appeared, denouncing the introduction of such a
system of espionage. The agents were called pimps, detectives,
spies, informers, and eaves-dropper-, and the business com-
munity was called upon to denounce the whole business, and
stamp it out, as a blot upon the respectalility of the city.
Lawsuits for defamation of character were threatened, and
although the agent and his assistants were well received per-
sonally, the system was looked upon as wholly disreputable.

To think that a man’s private business was to be exposed by
strangers, who had no legitimate means of knowing the circum-
stances, was said to be an outrage on public decency, and only
a system of black-mail for the purpose of extorting money and
compelling business houses to subscribe to the agency in self-
defence.

Notwithstanding all this opposition, the business grew in
strength from day to day, and merchants found that the infor-
mation received was, on the whole, of a more reliable character,
because more disinterested and independent, than could be
obtained by references from one house to another. It had been
known that merchants’ references were more or less unreliable,
on account of the interest they had in keeping up the eredit of
their customers, who, if in the books of a house to any great
extent, would not be likely to receive an unfavorable character,
and in this way other houses would be led to give them credit
on the strength of these interested statements, often resulting
in a loss to the new creditors, while the old had an opportunity
of reducing their line of credit, and saving themselves either
partially or entirely from loss.

In this appeared to be the secret of success of the mercantile
agencies, the information given being alike to all subscribers, with
changes in rating given from time to time, and all preferences
or securities regularly registered and reported.

The style of R. G. Dun & Co. was shortly afterwards changed
to Dun, Wiman & Co., by the introduction of Mr. Erastus
Wiman into the firm. The name of



94 ToroNTo “ CALLED BACK.”

MR. ERASTUS WIMAN

is so intimately connected with Toronto as to deserve more than
a passing notice. Although a resident of the United States,
he is still a British subject, a Canadian and a Torontonian, and
owes his present high position more to Canada than to the
United States. In Toronto he commenced his career as a printer
boy at $1.50 per week, which at twenty he was proud to have
advanced to 5430 per week. From this he became a market
reporter, then commercial reporter on the staff of the Globe, and
Superintendent of the Toronto Exchange, and in 1860 became
connected with the mercantile agency of R. G. Dun & Co. He
was subsequently promoted to the position of travelling
reporter, and in 1862 became manager of the Toronto office,
succeeding Mr. Kimball. In 1863 he was transferred to the
Montreal office—both the Toronto and Montreal districts being
placed under his administration. This continued till 1866, when
he was transferred to the New York office, and admitted as a
partner in the firm. Owing to the war the business had run
down, and was sustained chiefly by the amount of money made
in Canada. This success, with his knowledge of printing, gave
Mr. Wiman great advantages, and firmly established his posi-
tion. The business has grown to vast proportions. The books
of the firm are published quarterly, and contain one million
names. They employ forty printers, and have standing in type
twenty tons of agate, costing one dollar per pound.

There are one hundred and six branch establishments through-
out the country—forty of the managers being Canadians, with
salaries ranging from fifteen hundred to twelve thousand dollars
per annum. There are about one thousand Canadians employed
in the business.

On the death of Mr. Barlow, the interest of that gentleman
passed into the hands of Mr. Wiman, and he became virtually
the working-head of the entire agency. The consolidation of
the two Canadian Telegraph Companies is due, to a great ex-
tent, to his assistance, placing the whole system on a paying
basis, Mr. H. P. Dwight being made general superintendent.
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The Close of the First Decade.

After making his purchases for the Fall trade of 1856, the
writer came out to Toronto and found everything apparently
prosperous. The importations for the year exceeded those of
any previous year, reaching a point equal to 1866, ten years
later. The progress of Toronto during the ten years ending in
1856 was accelerated by the opening of railways, east, west and
north, and by that time its population was 45,000, showinz
an increase of 23,000 in ten years; the number of its houses was
7,476 ; the assessment of property had increased from £69,000
to $515,000, and the imports from $750,000 to $6,670,500.

Toronto had been reaping the first fruits of her connections
through the Grand Trunk and Great Western Railways, and
the close of this, the first decade, contained in this sketch,
found Toronto improved almost beyond recognition to those
who had not seen it during that time. The wide streets, con-
taining splendid shops, and the number of handsome churches,
all conspired to impress a visitor with the growing character of
the place.

Dr. Mackay writes of it at this time as “ a thing of yesterday,
a mushroom, compared with the antiquity of Montreal and
Quebee, though rivalling the one and exceeding the other in
trade and population. It is built on the American plan of
straight lines, preferring the chess board to the maze, and the
regularity of art to the picturesque irregularity of nature. The
streets are long and straight. There is a Yankee look about
the whole place which it is impossible to mistake, a pushing,
thriving, business-like, smart appearance in the people and the
streets, in the stores, and in the banks and churches.

“Looked upon from any part of itself, Toronto does not greatly
impress the imagination, but seen from the deck of a steamer,
it has all the air of wealth and majesty that belongs to a great
city. Its numerous churches, stores and public buildings, its
wharves, factories, and tall chimneys, mark it for what it is, a
thriving place.”
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During this decade the following buildings had been erected :
The General Hospital, Normal and Model Schools, St. James’
and St. Michael’s Cathedrals, Knox Church, St. Lawrence Build-
inms, Nordheimer’s Buildings on Toronto Street, the Exchange
—now the Imperial Bank, Free Library Building, Post Office,
City Schools, the University. several Banks, and the Rossin
House Hotel. )

Toronto was now the headquarters of the Royal Canadian
Rifles. The science of photography had lately been discovered,
and artists styled photographers and ambrotypists began to
multiply.
© Manufactures had not shown much progress, and consisted
chiefly of wood-working and planing mills, boots, shoes, safes,
soap, spices, paper, and blank books. The reciprocity treaty
with the United States was signed at Washington on the 5th
June, 1854,

From the time of the introduction of the bonding system
through the United States, British goods to Boston generally
came to Toronto vie Ogdensburg, and from New York via
Lewiston, until the opening of the Suspension Bridge, and pas-
sengers sometimes had dificulty in making connections in winter.

In the winter of 1856-7 the writer had secured his passage
to Liverpool by Cunard steamer from Boston, and started in
good time to Prescott, intending to cross to Ogdensburg to
connect with train for Boston. On arriving at Prescott a vio-
lent snow storm prevailed, and the captain of the steam ferry
refused to cross. On telegraphing across to our agents, Messrs.
Stark, Hill & Co., Mr. Stark, who had been a sea captain,
immediately came across in a small row boat and offered to
row me across. As the storm grew worse, while thanking the
captain for his kindness and courage, I declined to risk both
our lives when the steamer would not risk the crossing, and
telegraphed to Messrs. Hill, Sears & Co., of Boston, to write
to my family in England the cause of my detention. Not
wishing to retwin to Toronto, I went on to New York and
waite:l for the next Cunard steamer from that port.
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Financial Crisis in 1857.

Returning to make the spring purchases in Europe, and back
to Toronto in February, 1857, there were indications of an im-
pending change.

The stoppage for the time of railway operations and the
circulation of money was soon felt all over the country, and
the testing time of the 4th of March was the erisis, when pay-
ments at the banks were so bad as to cause a number of failures.
In a short time the panic ensued with full foree, and the whole
picture suddenly changed. Railway enterprise suddenly came
to an end ; some of the largest houses were compelled to sus-
pend payment. Old established houses smashed like glass
bottles, and mercantile credit collapsed.

To show, however, that this state of affairs was not confined
to Canada, one fact may be stated. During this year the
deficiency in remittances from the United States to England
amounted to nearly fifty millions sterling, the great bulk of
which was never paid.

British capital to the amount of $450,000,000 was invested
in the United States at this time. -

The whole gold coinage of the United States from 1793 to
1st January, 1856, was only $396,895,574; the silver coinage
the same period was $100,729,602, and copper $1,572,206; the
three together amounting to $498,197,333.

All the gold would not suffice to pay back the capitalists,
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and more than half of the silver would be required for the
purpose.

So depressed was trade in Toronto that hundreds of persons
in the city who had heretofore enjoyed all the ordinary
comforts of life, for the first time felt the sharp pinch of
poverty. There was much suffering and want amongst the
laboring classes, with a corresponding amount of drunkenness
and crime. There is good reason to believe that several persons
died of sheer starvation. For the first time in her history her
streets swarmed with mendicants. .

The British Colonist of August 4th says: <Pass when you
will, you are beset with some sturdy applicant for alms. They
dodge you round corners, follow you into shops, they are to be
found at the church steps, and at the door of the theatre. They
infest the entrance to every bank. They crouch in the lobby
of the post office, assail you on every street, knock at your
private residence, walk into your place of business, and beard
you with a pertinacity that takes no denial.

“Tn this, our good city of Toronto, begging has assumed the
dignity of a craft. Whole families sally forth and have their
appointed round. Children are taught to dissemble, to tell a
lying tale of misery and woe, and beg or steal as occasion offers.”

This picture is far from attractive. The advent of brighter
days, however, brought in a very perceptible change, and when
trade assumed its normal condition, our streets ceased to be
suggestive of poverty and mendicancy ; but it was not till 1859
that business resumed its healthy appearance. The writer re-
turned to Europe in May, 1857.

The Desjardins Canal Accident.

During the writer’s stay in Toronto at this time the most
terrible accident which had happened since the opening of the
railroads, occurred at seven o’clock of the evening of the 12th
March, 1857, at the bridge over the Desjardins Canal, a mile
east of Hamilton. The train from Toronto, consisting of a
locomotive, tender, baggage car, and two passenger coaches, the
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latter containing about ninety-three persons, left about five
pm. When this train reached the junction just above Hamil-
ton, it was ascertained that the train from Detroit had not gone
down to Hamilton, as it was entitled to do, before the Toronto
train, After waiting twenty minutes the Toronto train came
on. Just before reaching the bridge over the Desjardins Canal,
the train left the track by the misplacement of a switch or some
other cause, and ran upon the bridge. The force of the train
knocked the bridge down, and engine, cars and all plunged into
the canal thirty or forty feet below. The catastrophe was
sudden and awful, and the work of death was instantaneous
and complete. The locomotive and tender were entirely sub-
merged, and the baggage car partially so. The forward pas-
senger coach turned bottom upwards, and sank so deep that the
floor was but a few inches above the water. The rear passenger
coach rested upon one end and was about half submerged.
Most of the passengers in the rear of this coach escaped; the
remainder were drowned.

The writer had a description of the scene inside this car,
from one who escaped, by the wood-work being cut through
with axes within a few inches of his head, and the scene
described was terrible in the extreme.

Every person in the first car perished except four—two men
and two children. One of the children was thrown out of the
window on to the ice; the other was dragged out of a window,
having been up to its neck in water for fifteen minutes. They
were brother and sister ; their father, mother and uncle perished.

Among those who were killed were Samuel Zimmerman, the
great Ré,iiwéy King of Canada, and Captain Sutherland, owner
of the well-known iron steamer Magnet, with other prominent
men, both American and Canadian.

Royal Mail Cunard Steamer ‘Persia.”

The voyage to New York by the Cunard steamer Persia in
the winter of 1857-8 was unusually stormy, as may be judged
from the report of the ship’s “log” published in New York
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papers on our arrival. The statement of having encountered
“tremendous hurricanes,” although rarely reported, was no
exaggeration. For several days we “lay to,” making about
two knots an hour—just enough to keep the engines in motion.
One of the immense paddle-boxes, forty feet in diameter, was
carried away with one sea, and other damage done. The
iroyage lasted over sixteen days, nearly double her usual time.
Lord and Lady Napier and suite were passengers, and his
lordship suffered greatly from sea-sickness, while her ladyship,
whose cabin was nearly opposite that of the writer, scarcely
ever missed her morning salt water bath, and was present at
almost every meal at the table of the saloon.

As this magnificent ship was then the finest afloat, and was
the last of the paddle steamers, except the Scotia, a notice of
her may not be out of place.

This leviathan vessel, then the largest steamship in the
world, left Liverpool on the 26th June, 1856, commanded by
Captain Judkins, the Commodore of the Cunard Mail Packets,
on her first vogage across the Atlantic. This Company having
the exclusive contract for carrying the mails, the position of
‘Commander of one of these steamers was at that time one of
great importance, and the rank equal to a commander in the
Royal Navy.

As the whole Continent was on the qui vive for the arrival of
these steamers at Boston or New York, when the signals went
up by firing guns by day or rockets at night, a whole fleet of
steamers and boats of every size were seen racing for the great
object. Then the scramble up the ladders, the rush for the
latest papers and despatches, and the rush back to the city of
news reporters for the daily papers, and the competition to
publish the latest news, was a lively scene.

The Captain, in full naval uniform, giving orders through
his silver trumpet, before the days of electric bells, as he stood
on the bridge, was the observed of all observers. If we are
ahout to start, I see him on his elevated position, and it is
interesting to notice how quickly and completely the inward
thought and purpose alters the outward man. He gives a
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quick glance to every part of the ship. He casts his eye over
the multitude coming on board, among whom is the English
Ambassador and suite. He sees the husbands and wives,
mothers and children, entrusted to his care, the valuable cargo,
the carefully counted mail bags, all pouring in, and bis form, as
he gives orders for our departure, seems to grow more erect and
firm. The muscles of his face swell, his eyes glow with a new
fire,and his whole person expands with the proud consciousness
of his importance and responsibility.

In these days of cablegrams, the importance of a Commander
is chiefly dependent on the shortness of the passage made by
his ship, as is deseribed on the arrival of the Ktruric at New
York, on having made the fastest passage on record. “The
steam was puffing out of her sides in short, painful gasps, like
the quickened breath of a grand race-horse, tired, and resting
after a great burst of speed. Commodore Theodore Cook was
proud as the proudest man in America, as he walked down the
noble ship’s gang-planks, and then stood up so straight that he
nearly fell backwards. No one seems to have been prepared
for the phenomenal time she had made.” This record has been
beaten by the Majestic and Teutonic, in 1891.

Decimal Currency and American Silver.

]/)ur/'igg‘the year 1858 the Halifax Currency was abolished and
the Decimal System introduced ; at the same time all accounts
in banks and warehouses were changed from pounds, shillings
and pence to dollars and cents, thereby assimilating the whole
system to that of the United States, getting rid of the con-
fusion with sterling money and facilitating exchanges generally.

During, and subsequent to the American War, American
currency became depreciated, and the premium on gold rose to
a corresponding degree, at last reaching to 250 premium. The
effect of this fluctuation was to drive the silver and gold in the
United States out of circulation, leaving it in the hands of
brokers and speculators, and specie became an article only to be
bought and sold in the Gold Room in New York, where scenes
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of intense excitement might be witnessed every day. The
effect of this was to send it over to Canada in large quantities,
where it passed freely in the purchase of cattle and produce, as
well as of every kind of merchandise, at a discount of from
four to five per cent. The “nuisance” commenced when the
banks refused to take it, and the greatest inconvenience was
experienced by merchants, when making deposits or paying
duties at the Custom House, and messengers were running
round the city every day to get it changed into bankable funds.
At the same time the want of a Canadiam silver and copper
currency was sorely felt. At this juncture the Hon. Franeis
Hincks, Minister of Finance, undertook to grapple with the
difficulty, his first act being to issue twenty-five-cent paper
“shin-plasters,” and afterwards to get an Act passed for the
issue of a silver and copper coinage, which was shortly after-
wards shipped to Canada from the Royal mint. At the same
time Mr. Hincks undertook, through the agency of Mr. Weir,
of Montreal, to buy up all the American silver in Canada and
ship it back to the United States. The value of the sawme
was reduced by the Government, and every precaution taken
to prevent its re-importation. This put an end to what was
long known as the “silver nuisance.”

“In 1858 the City of Ottawa was selected by the Queen as
Capital of the Dominion and permanent seat of Government,

Road to North-West Wanted.

In November, 1858, “ Westward !” was the cry. The more
that was learned of the great countries to the North-West,
the stronger grew the desire to establish uninterrupted com-
munication therewith. The means of access to the Eastern
seaboard were already numerous and easy. An open route to
the banks of the Saskatchewan and to the shores of the Pacific
was wanted. The feeling was that more would be gained in a
single year by trading with the North-West than by ten years
of the closest communication with the lower Provinces. The
Mediterranean would not bear upon its bosom so great a burden
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of wealth as would our lakes and rivers, should the country
become the highway between the two great oceans—the con-
necting link between China and Europe. In this year the
Buffalo and Lake Huron Railway was opened.

Current Events.

The first Toronto City Directory was published by William
Brown, the writer having lent him a copy of the London
{England) Directory as a model. It was only copied in the
classification of the names, the addition of the street direc-
tory, as at present, not being adopted for several years after-
wards.

In July of this year the writer went to Quebec to meet his
family coming out from England by the North American,
Captain Grange, and had the pleasure of meeting Rev. John
Maclean, now Bishop of Saskatechewan, Rev. Dr. Hellmuth, late
Bishop of Huron, and Rev. Mr. Fleury, Chaplain of the Moly-
neux Blind Asylum in Dublin, to whom I frequently had the
pleasure of listening in the chapel attached to the institution, as
also the delightful music of the choir, the members of which,
including the organist, were all inmates. These gentlemen had
been exceedingly kind and attentive to my family during a long
and stormy voyage, and on their arrival in Toronto all paid us
a visit, expressing, at the same time, their surprise and delight
at the fine appearance of the city.

In this year the 100th Regiment, to which Toronto con-
tributed a large quota, was enrolled in the Regular Army as the
Prince of Wales’ Royal Canadian Regiment of the line; Major-
(General Viscount Melville was appointed Colonel-in-Chief. The
Regiment sailed in three detachments, the first from Quebec, by
the Allan steamer Indian, nearly 500 strong; the second per
Nowa Scotiam, 435 strong, and the third per Anglo-Saxon with

remainder.
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It is impossible to do justice to the imposing spectacle pre-
sented when the vast assembly stood up and united in one tre-
mendous burst of cheering, which lasted several minutes, the
ladies waving their handkerchiefs and men nearly killing them-
selves with shouting the loyal hurrahs, while several bands
played the National Anthem.

The Prince was intensely affected at this glorious welcome,
which was so hearty and magnificent.

A procession of militia, firemen and national societies filed
past, drooping banners and cheering vociferously. The Prince’s
carriage followed the procession through the principal streets,
cheered by the people, while flowers were strewed before him.
Night having come on by this time the city was most brilliantly
illuminated, and the whole formed a spectacle which, for magni-
ficence, was never surpassed in Canada. The Prince and suite
were entertained during their stay at Government House.

On Sunday the party attended divine service in St. James’
Cathedral, and were met at the door by Bishop Strachan, Rector
Grasett, and other clergymen. The sermon was preached by
the Bishop, from the text, “ Give the King Thy judgments,
O God, and Thy righteousness unto the King’s son.” The de-
meanor of the Prince during the service was what might have
been expected. He joined heartily in the responses, and his
entire manner might be copied by some church-going young
men with decided advantage.

The Orangemen had erected a splendid arch at the intersec-
tion of Church and King Streets, with a large painting of King
William III. in a conspicuous position. Instead, however, of
the party driving under the arch along King Street, the car-
riage went down Church to Wellington, and so to the Govern-
ment House. It transpired that this was done by the positive
order of the Duke of Newecastle.

During the week the Prince visited all the principal objects
of interest, and planted a tree in the Horticultural Gardens, at
the same time opening the rustic arbor then recently erected.
He also planted an English silver oak in the Queen’s Park,
which stands to the east of the guns, and laid the foundation
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stone of the statue to the Queen (which has never been erected),
surrounded by civie, provincial and other dignitaries; and in
addition to all he turned the first sod of the Toronto, Grey and
Bruce Railway.

He attended a public ball, given in his honor, in the Crystal
Palace, wearing a uniform of a colonel of the British Army,
unattached, and led off the dance by taking the hand of the
accomplished wife of Mayor Wilson, one of the late Chief
Justices of Ontario, and now Sir Adam Wilson. The ball was
a brilliant scene, and wound up the entertainments given in
honor of the Prince in Toronto.

He next visited Hamilton, and then proceeded to New York,
where the demonstrations were almost extravagant, and did the
people of that city much credit. )

The squadron sailed from Portland in November, arriving in
England in a short time.

The Death of Prince Albert.

On the 14th of December, 1861, occurred the most mournful
event in the reign of Queen Victoria, the death of the good and
universally beloved Prince Consort, Prince Albert, a double
calamity to the kingdom, since it also removed for a long
period from public life and public usefulness the affectionate
and inconsolable Queen.

Not Britain alone, but all Europe, and distant India and
America, felt this blow as the shock of an earthquake. In
every place of worship throughout the land, on that fatal Sun-
day morning, the congregations met in deep sorrow, and the
tears of multitudes were shed in regret for the bitter loss, and
compassion for the heart-broken widow.

For even the distant homage due Her Majesty’s high estate
was swallowed up in the sympathy of wioman for woman. Nor
was she less revered as the mighty sovereign when recognized
by all as the weeping widow, and true and earnest were the
prayers raised for Her Majesty and her fatherless children.

England never saw King or Consort who so greatly won the
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respect, the confidence and love of his people. Under his quiet,
unassuming and profoundly judicious influence the kingdom
was blessed with prosperity and domestic tranquility, his chil-
dren were trained in the paths of virtue, honor and religion, and
the Royal Consort became not only an example to the country,
but to all Europe. The blessings conferred on society by the
good Prince Albert can never be forgotten, and posterity will
regard with reverence the name of a Prince who, though early
removed from earth, left behind him the glory of a holy and
useful life.

¢ Only the actions of the just
Smell sweet and blossom in the dust.”

Buying in Europe.

Forty years ago there was no steam communication between
Canada and Great Britain. The travel was confined exclusively
to the Cunard line, every alternate week from Boston and New
York. ‘

There was little or no travelling across the Atlantic for plea-
sure, and was only indulged in by business men, and of those
comparatively few. Indeed, half-a-dozen wholesale dry-goods
buyers constituted the ocean travellers. The high rate of post-
age, and the absence of express facilities rendered it quite an
object to make use of these “buyers” for the conveyance of
letters and parcels to friends on the “ other side,” or, as it was
aniversally called, “at home.” If you were “going home,” and
your friends found it out, it would be just as well to provide
an extra trunk, as you could not refuse to carry a letter or a
parcel for a “ friend,” and having undertaken the friendly com-

-mission, you had to run the gauntlet of mail agents, and either
drop the letters into the mail bag on board the steamer, and so
break faith with your friends, or conceal the mail matter as
best you could.

There may be a few to whom a sea voyage is a pleasure, but
to most persons crossing the Atlantic becomes a weary and
monotonous duty, altogether apart from the dangers incurred.
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Not a few of the buyers with whom the writer was acquainted
met with a watery grave. Wilson, of Toronto, Silver, of Halifax,
and Cameron, of Montreal, are amongst the number.

The rule is, that the pleasure of the trip is confined to terra
firma, and to combine business with a reasonable amount of
pleasure is both desirable and profitable.

As one of the magnificent ocean steamrers floats at anchor in
the Mersey, or the St. Lawrence, or her dock in New York, she
appears to the beholder a “thing of beauty,” and on going on
board, how often the exclamation is heard from untried passen-
gers and their friends when they enter the main saloon, and
gaze on the elegant carpets, luxurious sofas and arm chairs,
mirrors, panels and gilding, the racks of shining glasses, satin
damask curtains, handsome piano, ete., “ How beautiful every-
thing is, and how nice it must be to cross the ocean in such a
vessel !

Their admiration increases as they view the steward’s pantry
adjoining, with its glittering electro-plate and piles of earthen-
ware, all fitted in so as to weather every storm, with a place for
everything and everything in its place. Then the houses on
deck for butcher, baker, pastry cook, ice, vegetables and meat,
and the perfection of ranges in the cook’s galley, are all in-
spected with pleasure. The bedrooms are next visited, with
the purest of bed linen, toilet utensils, marble basins, damask
curtains, electric bells, and so on to the engine room, and from
stem to stern, the size of a pin’s head of anything cannot be
found out of place; all that art and skill, combined with wealth,
can do to make a voyage pleasant and comfortable has been
done.

And now the hour of sailing has arrived, and under a full
head of steam the noble vessel moves out seaward, a thing of
life as well as a thing of beauty. If sailing from New York,
the decks are crowded with passengers as they pass Staten
Island and view the charming villas and merchants’ mansions
so thickly studded all over that beautiful suburb. Soon out-
gide of Sandy Hook, now for the first time the heavy swell and
roll of the Atlantic is felt, and presently the scene changes. The
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indefatigable stewards are already at work. The elegant crim-
son silk-embroidered table-covers give place to the plain “ Tur-
key red,” and the satin damask to worsted. The linen covers
are soon doing duty on sofas, where wet boots would prove fatal
to rich plush covering, and the ominous guards are attached to
the dining-tables, something which all sea-goers understand.

A certain lady writer has said that in naming the Cunard
steamers, in some of which she crossed, while there was a Persia,
Gallia, Etruria, ete, it was a wonder that none had been
named the Nausea; and Dickens said on his first trip to
America he counted twenty distinct smells ; but that was long
before the late irnprovements in ventilation and other matters,
and must have included the smell of beautiful flowers in the
saloon, and the fragrant odors of the cuisine ; and yet there is
something on board every ship to justify the lady’s remark as
to the feelings that are experienced when once on the “rolling,
foaming billows.” At the worst, at the present time, the voyage
is short, and enjoyed greatly by most after the first desagre-
ments are over, and England is soon reached.

The buyers who go to Europe from Toronto are chiefly
confined to the dry goods and millinery trades; while a few
visit the markets for fancy goods and toys, a few more for
china and earthenware, and one or two for jewelry, watches
and watch materials; in these branches of business a visit
twice a year, or once at least, is indispensable; and while a good
share of pleasure may be enjoyed, in the variety of scene, the
attentions of business men, and the delightful scenery through
which the journeys lie, yet the responsibility is very great.

The cheapness of machinery has swept away a crowd of
prejudices and flooded us with comforts and luxuries unknown
to past generations.

As Lancashire is the central point for buyers, the writer is
taken back to his former residence at Brandlesholme Hall, near
Bury, just nine miles from Manchester.

From my ball door one could look out on a forest of factory
chimneys, extending for miles in every direction. Yonder is the
old seat of the Peel family, in which the late Sir Robert Peel
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was born, and here the calico printing, from the hand block
work to the copper cylinder productions, has been carried on
from its commencement. Just behind is the Peel monument on
Holeomb Hill; on the other side is the Grant monument, erected
in honor of the family of that name who, coming here from
Scotland, by wonderful skill and industry in this trade, accumu-
lated an immense fortune.

In London he will complete his purchases, as here, in the
great market of the world, he will find every manufacture
represented, whether British or foreign. |

It will be admitted that the position of a buyer for Toronto
is no sinecure, and few require such a combination of qualifica-
tions. To be a successful buyer, taste, judgment, tact, prompt-
ness of decision, and self-reliance are {all necessary ; and while
there are many pleasures connected with the travels of a regular
buyer, there is much responsibility.

In London, buyers are paid from £300 to £5,000 sterling a
year, according to their experience, £1,000 being a common
salary. Buyers from Toronto for fancy goods, watch materials,
electro-plate, toys and such goods do not go over as much
ground as dry goods and millinery buyers, yet have to visit
France, Switzerland and Germany, as well as London, Birming-
ham, Sheffield, and other places in England.

The grocery and hardware trades donot necessitate a regular
system of visiting their sources of supply, the bulk of these
trades being done by samples or through agents.

1860 to 1865.

Outside of general events, the local history of Toronto
from 1860 to 1865 was that of the proverbially happy country
that has no history. The close of the decade of the fifties had
witnessed commercial depression, stagnation in trade and manu-
factures, starvation and misery. The first half of the decade
of the sixties brought commercial vigor, activity in trade and
manufactures, abundance and prosperity.

It was the story of Pharaoh’s kine reversed. The American
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war caused the country to be overrun with commissariat agents,
purchasing stores for the army. American gold poured in in
steady streams, and produce of all kinds could not be supplied
to meet the demand.

Farmers and merchants reaped a golden harvest, and many
a fortune was accumulated by trader and speculator. Toronto
had its share in the general prosperity, and the condition of the
city was one hitherto unexampled.

During this period the speculation in gold reached its climax.
Fortunes were made and lost in exchanges between New York
and Toronto.  Goods bought in American currency and paid
for in gold ata high premium, corresponding with the depre-
ciation in American currency, gave the importers of American
goods room to realize immense profits.

As an illustration of the difference in the values of the cur-
rency at one time, the writer and the late Mr. A, W. Lauder,
M.PP, when starting to New York to meet our families, who
had been visiting in England, took 540 each to a broker on
King Street, for which we received $100 in American currency,
and as the price of everything on the American side had re-
mained unchanged—their argument being that a dollar was still
a dollar, which they soon found to be rather a delusion—the
fare to New York, which from the Suspension Bridge was 310,
was to us only =4, while a charge of 24 a day at the St.
Nicholas’ Hotel, New York, was to us just $1.60. Travellers to
Canada soon found out the real value of their currency, com-
pared with ours, when coming off the boats to make their
purchages.

One gentleman, on purchasing an article on King Street, the
price of which was 25 cents, and getting 15 cents change out of
his dollar bill, was so chagrined that he vowed he never again
would put his foot on Canadian soil.

The return to specie payments was much more rapid than
any one had anticipated.

“Mr. J. G. Bowes, who had filled the eivie chair in 1848-49-
50, and had been described as the ablest man who ever filled
the office of Chief Magistrate up to that time, was again honored
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with the confidence of his fellow-citizens by being elected
in the years 1861-62-63.

Mr. Bowes spared neither time nor expense in keeping up the
dignity of his office and attending to his duties; his hospitality
and benevolence extending far beyond the emoluments attached
to the office. The respect in which he was held was most marked
whenever he made his appearance, and the almost universal
recognition accorded him was proof of his great popularity.

On public occasions Mr. Bowes always appeared in official
costume, which, although not ornamented with the gold chain,
as the Lord Mayors in England, was most appropriate and
becoming.

Dr. Russell, of the London Times, writes: “The city is so
very surprising in the extent of its public edifices that I was
fain to write to an American friend in New York to come up
and admire what had been done in architecture under a monar-
chy, if he wished to appreciate the horrible state of that branch
of the fine arts under his democracy. Churches, cathedrals,
markets, post office, colleges, schools, mechanics’ institute, rise
in imperial dignity in the city. The shops are large and well
furnished with goods. ’

“In the winter time the streets are filled with sleighs, and
the air is gay with the carolling of their bells. Some of the
sleighs are exceedingly elegant in form and finish, and are
provided with very expensive furs, not only for the use of the
occupants, but for display. The horses are small, spirited
animals, of no great pretension to beauty.

" «The people in the street are well dressed, comfortable look-
ing, well-to-do ; not so tall as the people in New York, but
stouter and more sturdy looking. Their winter brings no dis-
comfort, as fuel is abundant, and when the wind is not blowing
high the weather is very agreeable.”

Anthony Trollope says: “Toronto, as a city, is not generally
attractive to a traveller. The country around it is flat; although
it stands on a lake, that lake has no attributes of beauty. The
streets of Toronto are paved with wood, or rather planked, as
are those of Montreal or Quebec “but they are kept in better
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order. I should say that the planks are first used in Toronto,
and then sent down by the lake to Montreal, and when all but
rotted out, they are again floated off by the St. Lawrence, to be
used in the thoroughfares of the old capital”

This is somewhat hard upon Quebec, but is highly flattering
to Toronto. But there is no rose without its accompanying
thorn. At this time another writer informs us “that if the
streets of Toronto are better than those of other towns, the
roads around it are worse.

«I had the honor,” he writes, “ of meeting two distinguished
members of Parliament at dinner some few miles out of town,
and returning back a short time after they had left the host’s
house, was glad to be of use in picking them up from a ditch
into which their carriage had been upset.”

The Fenian Raid.

In March, 1866, the Fenians had formed an elaborate military
plan for the capture of Canada, including the seizure of the
Grand Trunk Railway by Sweeny, with 30,000 men. A mass-
meeting, attended by 100,000 persons, was held at Joness
Wood, New York, and: drilling went on openly all over the
Northern States.

The most vigorous efforts were made to repel any invasion.
Bodies of volunteers were despatched to the principal points
along the frontier.

Bishop Lynch issued a ecircular denouncing Fenianism, and
calling upon the people to repel the threatened invasion. A
meeting of the St. Patrick’s Society was held and Fenianism.
denounced. A Defence Committee was formed for the protection
of the city, and liberal subscriptions were given amid great
enthusiasm, the late Mr. William Cawthra heading the list
with $1,000.

At this time the Canadian forces consisted of 10,000 regular
troops; 11,000 volunteers on frontier service; 15,000 volunteers

ready for immediate service, and 80,000 militia balloted for
and ready to be called out.



TORONTO FROM 1857 To 1867. 115

The excitement subsequently subsided for a time, till, on the
night of the 29th of May, the demented creatures made a dash
across the Niagara River from Buffalo, under Colonel O’Neill,
and captured Fort Erie. The number was variously estimated
at from 500 to 2,000.

When the news reached Toronto the greatest excitement pre-
vailed, as it was supposed by getting a foothold large reinforce-
ments would soon follow, and that they would probably reach
Toronto before their progress could be checked. The moment
the news was received by the Government, troops, both regu-
lar and militia, were despatched as rapidly as possible from
Toronto.

Two columns of troops were directed by different routes to
Fort Erie ; one—consisting principally of regulars, with a battery
of field artillery, amounting to about 1,500 men, under the
command of Colonel Peacock, 16th Regiment—proceeded by
way of Niagara Falls and Chippewa; the other—-~composed
altogether of militia, about 500 in number, under the command
of Colonel Dennis—went by the Welland Railway through Port
Colborne.

The Fenians remained in possession of Fort Erie till the
morning of the 2nd of June, when they advanced towards Port
Colborne. Colonel Booker, on whom the command of the
militia devolved, found them strongly posted at Ridgeway.
He immediately attacked them, at first with success, but find-
ing himself opposed to superior numbers and his ammunition
failing, he returned towards Port Colborne, with a loss of six
killed and forty wounded ; the enemy suffering about equally.

Colonel Peacock did not reach Fort Erie till after night, when
the Fenians re-embarked, leaving a few of their wounded and
a few stragglers, in all about sixty men, in the hands of the
Canadians.

The brunt of the battle fell upon the Queen’s Own Rifles,
five of whom were killed. They were so placed as to be with-
out support, and behaved with the utmost gallantry. The
bodies were removed to Toronto, and were displayed in the
drill shed for several hours on a platform draped with black.
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The coffin of Ensign McEachran occupied the middle and front
position, covered with the Union Jack; that of Corporal
Defries was placed on the right, and that of Private Anderson
on the left. The coffins of Privates Alderson and Tempest were
placed behind and above, covered with flags. The procession
from the drill shed to St. James’ Cemetery was led by the band
of the 47th Regiment. The Mayor and Corporation, with an
immense concourse of citizens, accompanied the funeral. The
burial service was read by the Rev. H. J. Grasett. Several
other members of the Queen's Own died from the effects of
wounds and exposure, amongst whom were Mewburn, Mathe-
son, Leckie and McKenzie.

A handsome monument in the Queen’s Park commemorates
their bravery.

To prevent further attempts nine steamers on the lakes were
temporarily turned into gunboats, and 20,000 troops stationed
at different points along the frontier.

Colonel O’Neill, and other ringleaders, including a Protestant
and Roman Catholic chaplain, were tried, and the writer was
present when the Colonel was sentenced to be hung. The
sentence was not carried out, however, having been commuted
to imprisonment in the penitentiary; and so ended the great
invasion.

Close of the Second Decade. -

This decennial period was not marked by any extraordinary
progress, being more a time of recuperation of resources than
of actual advancement.

The importations at the end of 1866 were a little less than
they had been ten years previously, amounting to $6,340,679 ;
the city expenditure was $322,892, compared with $299,848 in
1856; retrenchment and economy had been judiciously exer-
cised and the future made all the brighter in consequence.

The opening of the Street Railway by Mr. Easton in 1861,
from Yorkville to the St. Lawrence Market, was hailed with
great delight, and a good deal of excitement took place when
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the -first car arrived at the corner of King and Yonge Streets,
The undertaking, not proving profitable, was afterwards handed.
over to Mr. J, G. Bowes, who was the owner up to the time of
his death.

One or two locomotive engines had been built by Mr. James
Goorl at his works on Queen Street, from whence they were
taken down Yonge Street to the Northern Railway track with
quite a display of pride on the part of the citizens generally.
“Between 1860 and 1869 Toronto was visited by three Princes,
besides H. R. H. the Prince of Wales.  After him came Prince
Alfred, as midshipman in the Royal Navy ; leaving his ship at
Halifax, he paid Toronto an informal visit, and was received
with every demonstration suitable to the oceasion. As Duke
of Edinburgh he has since sailed round the world.

Prince Arthur, Duke of Connaught, arrived in Toronto in
1869, and won all hearts by his princely demeanor. Of more
commanding presence than either of his brothers, his appear-
ance created great enthusiasm. The Prince planted a trec in
the Horticultural Gardens as a memento of his visit. The
Grand Duke Alexis, of Russia, also paid Toronto a visit and
was well received.

The increase of manufactures since 1856 was not very re-
markable, and consisted of chemicals, brushes, confectionery,
engines and boilers, pumps, scales, vinegar, trunks and saddlery,
stained glass, carriages, refrigerators, and brass work, all of
which gave employment to numbers of operatives, and con-
tributed to the growth and prosperity of the city.

Notwithstanding the financial crisis and consequent depres-
sion experienced in Toronto during this period, improvenients
went on. Churches, hanks, several benevolent institutions and
private residences sprang into existence. The city continued
to extend in every direction, and the population continued to
increase. The Esplanade had been built, forming a continuous
street, which proved a great convenience in reaching the wharves,
to which access previously could only be had by coming up
from onc wharf to Front Street and down to another, and the
receiving and shipping of goods were greatly facilitated.
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On the 17th March, 1866, the reciprocity treaty terminated
in consequence of notice given by the United States.

On 8th June the first meeting of Parliament took place in
the new building at Ottawa, and final resolutions as to Con-

federation passed.

PARLIAMENT BUILDINGS, OITAWA,
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Confederation.

When the clock struck midnight on the 30th of June, 1867,
the joy bells of St. James’ Cathedral rang out; it was the 1st
of July, the birthday of the new Dominion. Confederation
was accomplished, and Toronto was once more a capital. The
capital only of a Province, it is true, but that Province the
wealthiest, the most enterprising, and the most populous in the
Union. The day was observed by the greatest rejoicings in
the city. What with bonfires, fireworks and illuminations,
excursions, military displays, and musical and other enter-
tainments, the citizens and the thousands of strangers who
crowded the streets did not want for amusement. Since the
visit of the Prince of Wales no such day had been witnessed
in Toronto.

To celebrate the event a banquet was given in the Musie
Hall, over the present Public Library room, at which the Hon.
John A. Macdonald and Hon. George Brown were the principal
guests, as having united for the accomplishment of this grand
and crowning work. Their mutual interchange of compliments
on the occasion, when each spoke of the other as respec-
tively the greatest statesman and patriot Canada had ever
produced, was a striking feature on this memorable and fes-
tive occasion.

Lord Monck was the first Governor-General of the Dominion,
Bir John A. Macdonald being Premier.
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Paris Universal Exposition, 1867.

From December, 1866, to January, 1868, the writer crossed
the Atlantic six times, keeping up a constant correspondence
with Toronto, as far as circumstances would permit, a large
portion of the time being spent on the water.

While Toronto was recovering from the reaction caused by
the cessation of the American War, with the consequent loss of
demand for Canadian products, and the alarm of further Fenian
invasions was subsiding, important events were transpiring in
Europe, some of which are memorable as matters of history.

The most remarkable trial of modern times, that of the Tich-
borne claimant, was going on in Westminster Hall, London.
London and Paris were visited by the Sultan of Turkey and
the Viceroy of Egypt.

The splendid Exhibition in Paris was the great centre of
attraction for visitors from all parts of the world, amongst
whom were numbers from Canada, and many from Toeronto,
some of whom the writer met and spent the Sunday with in
visiting the churches, and also the celebrated cemetery of Pere
la Chaise, where repose the ashes of kings, queens, emperors,
statesmen, poets, philosophers, musicians, painters and all ranks
of Parisians down to the humble workman, and here crowds of
people visit on Sundays to decorate the tombs.

The following Thursday, the 11th of July, may be regarded
as the turning point in the history of Napoleon III. He
had seen Paris arise under his direction as with a magician’s
wand, to a point of unparalleled splendor. Mile after mile of
magniticent boulevards had sprung into existence. The Exhi-
bition had eclipsed all those which preceded. Paris had been
visited by Kings and Emperors, and on the day named a grand
military review of the troops took place in the presence of
Abdul Aziz, then Sultan of Turkey, Ismael Pasha, G.C.B.
Viceroy of Egypt, being there the same week.

This was the last peaceful military display ever witnessed by
the Emperor. Not very long after the Franco-Prussian War
broke out, terminating in the surrender at Sedan.

rd
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Tariffs of England, United States and Canada from
1869 to 1876.

Having retired from the direct importing trade in 1869,
the writer accepted the agency of the firm of Potters & Martin
(Limited), of Manchester, England, for the United States and
Canada. This firm had been established nearly a century be-
fore, the head at one time being Sir John Potter, under the
style of Potters & Norris, and subsequently of Potters & Tay-
lor; the present Mr. Thomas Bailey Potter, M.P., continuing
the business till the introduction of Mr. Martin as partner,
well known as the friend of Mr. Cobden and Mr. John Bright,
and is still the chairman of the Cobden Club, and a representa-
tive free trader.

Having been a buyer of American goods for many years, I
had a good knowledge of the leading lines of their domestie
manufactures, which up to a comparatively recent period had
been limited in both number and extent; and having engaged
three travellers to look after the Canadian business, I under-
took to do all the United States’ trade myself, and with this
view got up an immense line of samples weighing some five
hundred pounds, and comprising a full assortment of British
dry goods, besides everything in French and German goods
for which an order was likely to be obtained. During six
years of this business I had the best opportunity of seeing the
operation of the tariffs of the three countries. Kvery invoice
passed through my hands, and all the correspondence, extend-
ing from Halifax to Winnipeg, and Baltimore to St. Louis, was
carried on by myself directly, while the ground gone over
twice a year was about five thousand miles each journey.

The amount of business done in the States may be judged
from the sales of the year 1875, representing in American
money about $300,000. That amount was done from a very
few lines of the samples carried, and if a fair proportion of the
goods previously imported from England had been ordered the
amount could have reached the millions. But the rapid growth
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of their manufactures from season to season, under the high
tariff, gradually excluded line after line, and instead of having
six hundred pounds of samples, one hundred pounds would be
amply sufficient to represent all the goods there was any chance
of selling, and by the end of 1876 the United States were
independent of the world for all necessary goods; those
which might be called luxuries only being required for their
wants.

The firm which I represented did not seem to appreciate the
real position of affairs, and in the face of these facts would
supply me with lists of members of the Cobden Free Trade
Club, amongst whom were a few American names, including
that of Rev. Henry Ward Beecher.

To circulate literature of that kind amongst my clients would
have been as ineffectual as the efforts of Free Traders in 1883,
described by the Philadelphia Free Press, which says:—< The
Free Traders are preparing to smash the tariff again. The per-
formance will resemble the efforts of an over-ripe tomato to
smash & stone fence.”

In taking orders, it was necessary to take the American
tariff constantly as a wade snecum. This required constant
study, with its endless distinctions in specific and ad valorem
rates, and both combined. It was evident that no branch of
industry bad been overlooked, and that every manufacturer,
small and large, had been at Washington and had a clause in-
serted for his own benetit, and so the manufactures spread and
grew with amazing rapidity. The average rate on our goods
was about 60 per cent. ad valorem, and this was always pay-
able in gold, the premium on which, during this period, aver-
aged nearly 20 per cent. To illustrate the actual cost of foreign
goods to the importer, it may be stated, that at the highest rate
of duty paid this year (1892) in Canada, goods can be laid down
at about 65 per cent. advance on the sterling cost, or 3} cents to
the penny.

The simplest way the leading importers in the States used to
arrive at the probable cost of goods, in giving their orders, was
the latter calculation of so many cents to the penny. As
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nothing in dry goods paid less than 25 per cent. ad valorem, no
goods could be laid down for less than 4 cents, while most cost
41 to 5 cents. The effect of this high rate of duty was to bring
some British manufacturers to establish their works in the
States. .

Messrs, Coats and Clark, the great thread manufacturers,
finding the difference in duty between thread in hanks and on
spools to be so great (on the latter the duty, being specific,
reached to an average of 72 per cent. ad valorem), opened large
establishments in New Jersey, where now their thread is all
spooled, giving employment to hundreds of operatives, and by
so much depriving Paisley of the payment of these people’s
wages, and all the corresponding advantages. All this time
American goods were being shipped to England free of duty,
and the cliinax was reached when, on my last trip, I was asked
to take samples of American cottons, these being largely sold
close by the warehouse in Manchester, and offer them for sale
in Canada () while not a yard of similar goods made in England
was sold in the whole of the United States. This proposal I
at once begged to decline; it would have been too humiliating.
The goods referred to, admitted free into England, were
liable at the time in the States to a duty of five cents a
square yard, and ten per cent. ad walorem. This did not
appear to me to be in any sense “fair trade,” the opinions of
the great Manchester manufacturers to the contrary notwith-
standing. About the same time the firm of Randall, Farr & Co,
of Hespeler, Ontario, who were extensively engaged in the
manufacture of Alpaca cloths, not being able to compete with
British goods, removed their whole machinery to Massachusetts,
and never returned.

Metropolitan Church.

During the residence of Rev. Dr. Punshon in Toronto, the
congregation worshipping in the old Adelaide Street Church,
corner of Toronto Street, feeling the necessity of increased
accommodation, as well as of having a building of more modern
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style, in looking around for a site, fixed their attention on McGill
Square, then about to be sold. The late Rev. Dr. Taylor and
Dr. Punshon, with other members and trustees, soon secured
the property, relying to a great extent on the services and
influence of Dr, Punshon to raise funds for the erection of a
church in the centre of the square.

The corner stone was laid in 1870, and soon the present
magnificent structure appeared in its grand and beautiful
proportions.

The building has so often been described, and is so familiar
to both ecitizens and visitors, that any present description is
quite unnecessary ; besides, any attempt to describe the churches
of Toronto, would involve a larger amount of space, from the
vast number that have sprung up of late years, than these pages
could afford.

The Metropolitan Church with its beautiful grounds, so splen-
didly ornamented with trees and flowering shrubs, as well as
flower beds, belongs not only to the Methodist body, but to the
whole city of Toronto, forming, as it does, an open square,
which is at once a boon and ornament to Toronto, and remains
a lasting monument to the memory of Dr. Punshon, and also
to Drs. Taylor, Ryerson and Green, as well as laymen who
contributed liberally towards its erection.

While some churches in Methodism are more elegant and
vastly more expensive, there is not one in the world—take it
altogether, internally and externally, the grounds included—
which, in all its appointments, is so complete as the Metro-
politan Church of Toronto. Messrs. Langley & Burke were the
architects.

A beautiful stained glass window, in memory of Mrs. Punshon,
who died at their residence on Bond Street, was placed by Dr.
Punshon in the south-west gallery.

In 1870 and 1871

Toronto had become a very important commercial centre. The
principal streets wore an aspect of staid, unpretentious pros-
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perity. They had begun to spread out indefinitely; the area of
the population had been widely and rapidly extended. From
the Provincial Lunatic Asylum on the west, to far eastward
beyond the Don, stretched mile upon mile of densely popu-
lated thoroughfares. To the northward, Bloor Street had long
since ceased to be anything more than a nowinal boundary
between Toronto and Yorkville. The Esplanade on the City
front had become a hive of railway and general industry.
Jarvis Street had been beautified with elegant and stately resi-
dences. King and Yonge Streets continued to monopolize the
lion’s share of the retail business; but Front and Wellington
had developed into the centre of the wholesale trade, and many
large and wealthy establishments had headquarters there.

A writer in the Canadian Illustrated News (Montreal), at
this time indulges in some rather severe strictures on the aspect
of our streets, which he describes to be, generally speaking,
either dirty or narrow, with the light of heaven almost shut
out; or broad, wretchedly paved, certainly with a number of
sufficiently handsome houses, but at the same time with an
undue preponderance of common, and generally having the
appearance of being laid out on the sand-flat. He admits, how-
ever, that Toronto possesses two principal streets, sufficiently
broad, well lit, and well paved, and lined with handsome shops.
Some of this gentleman’s comments on the social aspect of the
streets are suggestive and entertaining.

“Between the two principal streets of the Western Capital is
a great gulf, made by the inflexible laws of society and fashion
—a gulf as great as separates the Bowery from Broadway, the
Rue de Rivoli from Rue Mont Parnasse, or Regent Street and
Rotten Row from the humble thoroughfares of Pentonville and
the City Road.

“ The buildings on King Street are greater and grander than
their neighbors on Yonge; the shops are larger and dearer;
and last, but not least, King Street is honored by the daily
presence of the aristocracy, while Yonge is given over to the
business of the middle-class and the beggar. Amid the upper
classes there is a performance that goes on daily, that is known
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among habitues as ‘doing King’ It consists principally of
marching up and down a certain part of that street at a certain
hour, performing, as it were, ‘ Kotow’ to the goddess of fashion,
and sacrificing to her sister divinity of fashion.

“ At three o’clock in the afternoon the first stragglers appear
on the scene, which extends perhaps a quarter of a mile. These
consist principally of young ladies, whose proper place should
be at school, and young men attired in the height of fashion.
By the time these ardent devotees have paraded a few times,
the regular Labitues malke their appearance, and till six o’clock
in the evening one side—for one side only is patronized—is
crowded to excess.

“It is rather considered ‘the thing’ to patrol King Street in
this manner; and of a fine evening every one who belongs to
the clite, as well as many who do not, may be seen persever-
ingly trudging up and down, no doubt to their great comfort,
and to the intense discomfort and dismay of others less smiled
upon by nature or less favored by their tailors or their dress-
makers. King Street is,in a way, a great social ‘Change,
where everybody meets everybody and his wife; where the
latest fashions are exhibited, and the last quotations of the
matrimonial market are exchanged.

“Would you see the newest style in hats or panniers? They
are to be seen on King Street. And would you know how many
young swells are doing nothing for a living ¢ You are sure to
find them on King Street. Would you wish to hear the last
imprudence of young Harum Scarum, or the progress of Miss
Slowcome’s engagement ?  You may be sure before you take
half-a-dozen turns some conversant, intelligent busy-body of
your acquaintance will have whispered the facts of the case in
your ear, all of which he has ‘on the best authority, sir” It is
on King Street that Clelius makes his appointment with Clelia
for their afternoon walk; that Thersites, jealousy stricken,
scowls at Adonis; and that Pomponia depreciates the value of
her dear friend Amaltheus’ new silk and trimmings. There
Cornelia, the careful mother, brings out her treasures and
.exhibits to the public gaze those desirable lots of which she is
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so anxious to dispose on advantageous terms. While far above
all, Diogenes, in his garret, little more roomy or commodious
than the ancient ‘tub,’ looks down upon the motley throng,
notices their petty follies and foibles, and thanks his lucky
stars that he is not as other men.”

In 1871 the population was 56,000, an increase in ten years
of 11,000. During the next three years, Toronto, in common
with the Province, enjoyed an unexampled epoch of prosperity.
A remarkable impetus was given to all the usual branches of
trade ; and the commerce, both wholesale and retail, assumed
such proportions as not even the most sanguine had hoped for.
More than 13,000 were added to the population, and both public
and private enterprise kept pace with this rapid increase. The
streets were full of bustle and activity.

Mercantile palaces were built by some of the leading houses,
and many of the finest mansions and most beautiful churches
in the oity were erected.

The progress made since Confederation had been amazing.
Not only had its area and population largely increased, but it
had been greatly beautified by the erection of huge business
establishments, and palatial private residences; and it had
developed a commercial enterprise and energy which seriously
endangered the pretensions of Montreal to the mercantile
supremacy of the Dominion.

Tt was during 1872-74 that Toronto began to make the rapid
strides in commercial enterprise that placed her in the proud
position she now occupies. They were years of unusual pros-
perity, and trade of all kinds received a remarkable impetus.
Happily the foundations then laid of the city’s mercantile
greatness was sufficiently solid to resist the shock of the
reaction that followed.

In July, 1873, a delightful passage was made to England in
the Allan steamer Polynesian from Quebec. After passing
through the Straits of Belle Isle large icebergs were seen, while
the weather was that of summer. Amongst the passengers
were Dr. and Mrs. W. T. Aikins, of Toronto, and the family of
Mr. and Mrs. Gammon, of Chicago, visiting Europe for the first
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time. The fine weather gave an opportunity for games of
various kinds on deck, those of shuffle-board and quoits being
the favorites. A very pleasant time was spent in London in
sight-seeing.

Return of Rev. Dr. Punshon to England.

During my stay in Manchester, in 1873, the late Rev. Dr.
Punshon—who, had he lived, would have done as much to
recommend Canada, and Toronto in particular, to the attention
of the English people as any other man, having frequently stated
he was bound to the country by the dead and the living—re-
turned to England. In company with Dr. Gervase Smith and
other friends, we met him at the railway station on his arrival
from Liverpool.

The Wesleyan Conference being then in session in the Free
Trade Hall, the Doctor was expected to attend one of the even-
ing meetings. The Conference, numbering about six hundred
ministers, occupied the great platform, while the audience was
fully six thousand in number.

Dr. James occupied the presidential chair, and all were on
the qui-vive for the appearance of Dr. Punshon, who was known
to have arrived. Soon he entered quietly at the back of the
platform and took a seat, but was instantly recognized, when
the immense audience stood up, and between clapping of hands
and waving of handkerchiefs, round after round, the scene
baffles description. For the time all the Doctor could do was
to stand with head bent down and eyes streaming with tears,
until an opportunity was given afterwards for giving expres-
sion to his feelings in words. It was a scene never to be for-
gotten.

In 1874 a voyage from England was made in company with
several Toronto gentlemen, including the late Rev. Dr. Jennings.
One of the passengers wus the now celebrated Mr. Joseph ArZh.
M.P., who, it is reported, took the oath in the House of Com-‘
mons dressed in a suit of corduroy, and appeared at a banquet
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given in his honor, amongst a number of noblemen and gentle-
men, dressed in a tweed suit.

Mr. Arch was accompanied by a secretary, and represented
the Laborers’ Trade Union of England ; himself a working-man.
Their object was to get information as to the desirability of
emigration on a large scale. After travelling extensively
through Canada and the United States they returned to
England, but no practical results followed.

On the passage many lively discussions on polities took place,
in which Mr. Arch showed himself to be a man of good common
sense and of moderate views, with a decided tendency to the
democratic side. He is a Methodist local preacher.

St. James’ Cathedral Clock.

Nearly twenty years ago the citizens of every denomination
united to purchase the world’s prize timekeeper from Benson &
Sons, of London, and succeeded in placing it in the tower on
Christmas Eve, 1875.

This 