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PREFACE. 

THE peculiar office of a guide, is to point out 
spots of interest, and relate what is interesting 
about them. 'fills we have endeavored to accom­
plish in the following pages; leaving as much as 
possible to the mind and taste of the stranger who 
visits, that he may see and understand. We have 
refrained altogether from any poetic distraction, so 
often indulged in by more fanciful guides. 

Our office has been a grand one, but we have 
endeavored to fill it with that simplicity and mo­
desty, so much more becoming in view of the awful 
grandeur of the scenes, we humbly lead to. Our 
')nly hope being that we have given satisfaction. 

En.tere~ '"!C'Ording to an Act of CODr:' bl AlmREW DURXE, in the Clerk', 011 
of the DlBlnct Collrl of tho Unite~ th~~::u. O;8J~." Northern DistJ1.e\ or N.", Yor~ 
--------------~--





AND 

~ lI£J" I ::Ji[D JE: r::m:::'" ~ ~ x.... :m=-o--:: g 

BE[NG A COMPLETE GUIDE TO THE FALLS AND VICINITY, FOR REMARK ON THE SPOT, 01{ ~'OR REFERENCE AT HOME. 

DIRECTIONS TO HASTY TRAVELERS 
1st. Start from tho Hotels, Main Street, Niagara Falls village-go we~t to Prospect Place, Ware's Observatory and Point View; gaze on me scene! return easterly along the river to the bridgc­

gaze I cross the Bridge to Iris Island-rise the hill-take the road to the right-at the point of the Island look around! pass t.o the Biddle Stairs-thence to the Prospect Towel', and around the Islam!. 
2d. At more leisure walk along the high bank of the river or ride to tho Whirlpool, and visit ot.her nlaces of notorietv. . 

1 

REFERENCES. 

ON TllE OAN.l.DA srn~. 

1. Coneert House. 
2. Col. Clark's old place. 
l . Where the Episcopal ChUI'ch 

stood. Burnt by incendi. 
aries. 

1 . Site Bl'idgjm~ atel' ·illage. 
6. Chippewa Battle Ground. 
G. Carriage road down the bank, 
7. Ferry and Guard House. 
TAB l,E ROCK. ~risitors descend 

here to go under the sheet 
of water, or to what is called 
'l'ermination Rock. 

CLII1'l'ON HousE, on the brow of 
the hill, where th~ TIJJ I 
i~M f: ):C. the ferry 

DISTANCES. 

FROM FERRY, C. W . 

To Clifton HOllse, 

" Burning Spring, 
" Dender's Cave, 

lOti rods. 

lI mile 
1 " 

2 " 
" Lundy's Lane Battle 

Ground, 1 .. 
" Chippewa Battle G'd 2 " 
f Whirlpool, 4 " 

.. Stanford, 4 ., 
" Mount Dorchester, 5" 
.. St. Davids, 6 .. 
.. Brock's Monument, 8 u 

" Queenston, 8 « 

.. Fort George and Ni-
agara, 

" St. Catharines, 
.. Waterloo Ferry, 
" Fort Erie, 
U City of Toronto. 

14 .. 

12 " 
14 !' 
16 .. 
50 • 

"" ~ 
R I~V 

i:d 
-§ t> 

"" ..... ~ 
t- ~ 

~ ... 
'" ~ 

G ENE R A L REF ERE NeE S. 

£ 0 
• 1 

REFERENCES. 

ON TilE AMERICAN SlDE. 

A Cataract Hotel. 
B Presbyterian Church. 
C Episcopal " 
D Post Office. 
E International Hotel. 
F Railroad Ofrice. 
G Buff. ~nd N. Falls Car Honse. 
H Ferry. 
I Point View, the spot where 

Francis Abbott Jivp.o.. 
J Where Alexander W~llt off the 

Bank. 
.K Proposed Road down tho 

Ballk . 
L Old Indian Ladder. 
M Ohopin's Island, 
N Robinson'S Island. 
o Prospect Island. 
P Q Sloop (md Bay IsI,.nds. 
R Prospect Tower and Terrapin 

Rocks. . 
S !load, washed away 
Y Crescent 01' Centre F~ll, lin· 

dm' which is Ingraham'S 
Can . 

Y Paper Mill. 
Z Methodist Church. 

DISTANCES. 

FROM AMERICAN HOTELS, U. !!. 

lar.d Bridge, 40 rods. 
.. Ferry, 100 
.. Ferry Landing, 125 
.. Horse Shoe Fails, 

crossing bridge 
and I sland, ?l mile. 

" Walk round fre 
Island, 1t " 

.. Point View, 
" Mineral Sprin/i. 

Suspension Bnclgo, 
.. Whirlpool, 
.. Devil's Hole, 
.. Tuscarora Indian 

i " 
9 
2 
2! .. 
3~ .• 

village, 8 
.. Lewiston, 7 
H Fort Niagara, 14 
.. JA)ckport by R. R.., 2<1 
.. SchloSiler steamb't 

LanJing. 
I~ Tunawanda -and 

Erie Canal, 
" Bnffalo City, 

2 

11 
22 

15. Horse Shoe Fall, about 700 yards around, 158 feet high. 16. Amer' can Fall, abont 320 yards around 164 feet high. V. Crescent Fall about <s3 yards around and )64 feet high. DeS<lent fmill 
Ohippewa and Schlosser to the Falls estimated at 90 feet. Ferry below the Falls, is 56 '1'ods wide; po.ssage fhm fi ve UJ ten minutes. 5,084,080,280 barrels of watel', it ie estimatoo, dC8(l0oo the 

. 'Falls in 24 hours., From 200 to 250 feet, is ~he average height of the banks of the river around the Falls, above the surface of the water below. a.-bridge to the Islands, passing over tbe 1'3l>ids.­
D.-where Uobinsorl descendod in the ltapids to save Ohapill. The river ill six miles froUl the Fans descends 104 feel t.o TJewiston. Ernm t.h.Ql)CG ~VlJlJ miles to Lake Ontarw. 2 feut. 



DES C RIPTl VE QUI])]; 

TO 

N IA GAR A FAL LS. 

THE JOUR.NEY, 

STRANGER - if YO,U are no~\' r-eady, we will 
pmc,eed to the, depot of tll1l Bulfaltl and N iag­
ara P,alls Railroad, 0!,l El'lC gtH'@f, ,arid procUre 
Tickets. 

The trains leave at '7 and 9 A. M.; at 12.30, 15 
'III! tl S· P. M. 

Look sbtu:p, the bell rings, 'find h ' i'C ~oes 

IJ'HE TRAiN.-

The I'oad 11$ been very I:E1cclltly re-laid :with 
tht1 Trail, (in,d, tb,e I1peed is now eq ualto anything 

1-* 
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I The Cars-HlOSSl.m's Grove-WurkhuUBo-!\lr. Cot'a rt'~idenee. 

in the United States. Very pleasant cars, careful 
engineers, and thc most affabJe conductor to be 
found between this ~nd the unknown regions about 
the North Pule. 

'Ve are moving-quicker and quicker; ah, there 
we go. i)':e how the houses ilit by us! 'What 
should we do, ,,"'TC it not for Railroads? 'Von­
derful en'attlre is man. Is'ut he, Mamma? We 
are llUI\, flying through SIXTH-STREET, and now we 
arc out of lUI,B. You see that picturesque grove 
on the left-that is BLOSSOM'S GROVE; and that 
large brick building, with the dark wing of blue 
stonc, haying- its windows thickly barred with iron, 
is the \\' Ul(]{l1U[;SE, a structure not more than 
two y"~~r~ oU, yet it could tell full many a tale of 
crime; fur, il~ young walls are darkly experienced 
in the \\'ickl'llllt'ss of Adam's SOilS and daughters. 
A short time since it touk fire, or rather was sct on 
fire, and the roof and upper part were considerably 
burnt. Yet the terrified inmates did not dare to 
escape. Weare now running up hill. That Man­
sion of cut stone, with the rich Grecian portico, 

which you see on the right is Mr. COE'S, a citizen J' 
of wealth aud repute. And on the l"ft, that Gothic 
castle is th.e property of th.e. U nite~ S.tates Govern­
ment, and IS used for a Military Englllcer's Office, 

-- '"' 



TO NIA.GARA FA.LLS. 51 

Fort.--Yiewof 8uffillo. &:c.-Hawley huWle. 

and residence of the Lieutenant's family. This 
castle or castellated mansion was erecteu by COLO­
NEL JAMES McKAY, a citizen of taste and spirit, and 
was purchased from him by the government, for 
thirty thousand dollars. On part of the land they 
have crecleu a redoubt or fort, which yuu may see 
adjoining it. 

This fort is admirably planned in the form, of a 
pentagon or figure of five sides. Its walls rise 
from the soliu rock, and are seven feet thick, of 
blue lime stone, beautifully \uuu6ht. Its roof is 
arched and covered with gypsum, and sodded with 
grass. It is five feet thick and perfectly bomb­
proof. From this roof, on which two Paixan guns 
are to be placed, is a magnificent view of Buffalo, 
Lake Erie, the Canada shore, anu the ri\'cr Niagara 
to the very Falls. This Fort occupies a most com­
manding position and is capable of sheltering eight 
hundreu men, for whose comfort a pure spring of 
water swells up in its midst from the solid rock. 

That tall porticoed stone building to your right 
is called HAWLEY HOUSE. It was built by SETH 

C. HAWLEY, Esq., at a time when speculation was 
at Its highest, and the owner intended that to be 
one wing of his proposed palace. He failed -and 
there II l>tands an overgrown tombstone of inten-
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tions tuo mighty to outlive the rude blasts of 
adversity. 

The Erie Canal here runs alongside of the river 
Niagara, from which it is only diyided by a pier, 
which forms the harbour of 

BLACK ROCK. 

This place was, at one time, the ril"al of Buffalo, 
and on account of its supl'riur accummodation for 
shipping, it maintained an ascendency for sumc time 
over the "Queen City of the Lake·s." In the war 
of 181~, Commodore PERRY here hid his vessels 
for the winter, so effectually that the British knew 
nothing of their dangerous neighbour until he sud­
denly came forth from his shell .. r and pounced 
upon them. The actual spot where the United 
States ships sheltered is below what is called 

BLACK ROCK DAM. 

The village is one mile in length, being dil-iu",u 
into Upper and Lower Black Rock; the lattel be­
ing near the Dam formed by a pier of two miles in 
length which has its termination on Bird Island, ! 
opposite Buffalo. 

'£his village conti ins something oyer two hundred 
houses, and about one thousand inhabitants, pre­
senting at present but a poor apology for its former 



TO NIAGARA FALLS. 7 

S1cn.tn ferry- Upper Bla.ck Rock to W aterloo. 

pretensions. There are, however, several mills in 
operation, and sites for as many more. But the 
velocity of the current of the Niagara and dangers 
of its entrance, on account of hidden reefs of rocks 
must always act as a barrier against the prosperity 
of the place. 

There is a steam ferry, crosses at Upper Black 
Rock to the village of Waterloo, on the opposite 
shores of Canada; and at any time that a stranger 
wishes to ride on the rapid current of the Niagara, 
or to cross its course, he can here readily find 

A SA IL BOA T . 
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Grand hli>nd-Peod I6lOn. 

TONAWANDA. 

E now approach T ONAWAN DA, which 
is tweh'e miles from Buffalo. It I ~ ~it-

I 
uatcd at the mouth of the creek of I,he 

same name, joining- the Niagara, di­
rec tly oppusite the widest part of 

G R AN D I SL AND. 

H ere the E rie Canal, taking advantage of this 
noble creek, leaves the rivcr ant! follows it to P en­

dleton, about twelve miles distant. H ere, also, the 
traveller on the Amcrican shore, is at the widest 

part of the Niagara River away from her British . 
Majesty's dominions, with all the accompanying 
fancies of Thrones, 

CROWN S AND SCEPTREB. 

TONAWA NDA lies on both sides of the creek; is 
a pleasant village, containing some two thUli5<::!!d 



TO NIA GARA FALLS. !) 

Th e Villo.gc--itIJ pretensions. 

inhabitants and derives its name from the Indian 
of swijt 1"'unnillg water, which term is rather mys­
terious, the Creek being very deep and sluggish. 

This vilbge in the years '48 and '9, also put up 
pretensions to cope with Buffalo. The Merch ants 
of Cleveland, jealous of the prosperi'ty of th~ 
" Queen City," under pretence of want of sufficient 
harbuur room, came boldly out and published a 
plan to make Tonawanda the port for the dischargE; 
of Western produce intended for the E astern 
market. They soon erected ('levators, wharves, 
&c" but with'Jut any apparent disadvantage to 
Buffalo. 

There is here a dam of eighty-four ff1et in width 
~ hich, at the same time that it benefit,~ the Canal, 
produces a n~ry interesting fall or cascade. It is 
crossed by a long wooden bridge on which the rail 
road to Niagara Falls runs. 

The lowness of To~awanda, and sluggishness of 
its creek, will always make it a prosperous place 
for rheumatism and ague, and most fit for a specu­

lation in 

BURTAL GROUNDS. 

L-______________________________ - ___ 
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White Haven-A.t'r'nrr.t. 

CITY OF ARRARAT. 

P P 0 SIT E to Tonawanda, on 
Grand Island, is the little hamlet called 
WHITE H AVEN, pleasantly situated, 
whi ch, with its mills, occupies the site 

of the proposed 
JEWISH CITY OF ARR .~RAT. 

In the ycar 1825, the well known Major M. M. 
NOAH, like unto his namesake of yore, took it into 
his head to form here a city, where all the Jews 
that hdd not been deluged by the prevailing waters 
of christianity, might assemble and dwell together 
in this city of the ark, formed not of tents, but of 
log and frame houses. 

This modern N oah after having a ginger-bread 
and tinsel display in Buffalo, in which he took upon 
him the degTces of " Proprietor, Prince and Pa­
triarch, Governor and Judge of Israel," previous 
to the laying of the corner stone, which took place 
a few days after at Grand Island (then an inter­
minable forest) but which corner stone remains 
unclaimed and unoccupied by the wandering~ews. 



TO N1 .... " ~R~ FALLS. 11 

Jewu.h Monum"nt~Grnnd Jalunri. 

There is a Monument to be seen, however, com­
posed of brick, mort ar and wood on which are 
engTfl\'ed in the H ebrew character the fullowing 
words: 

~:n"l::~ ~~ '~It.l :Y~1D 

't1~~, 

ARRA RAT. 
A CITY OF REFUGE FOR THl: J}:\\S : 

FOUllued I>y i\torJecni M. N {lub; in tbo;lll)vlllh 
Tizti.55Sti, 

September, tS25, in tb~ 56tb year or Amcric!m 
Independence . 

GRAND I SLAND has many cultivated lots scat­
tered over it ; and land is offered by the pfpprietor 
'lot very reasonable terms to induce the ~omplete 

s\!to"' ~ment of it. The Island abounds in ~ ame, is 
watered by numerous springs, and is in every way 
adapted to agricultural purposes. It is con~ ta. ll tjy 

visited by that peculiar class of Buffalo gentle.rnell, 
c ·illin g themselves 

SPORTSMEN. 

2 
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Scblu8@er !..Howng- No, l,), Jshnd-Orll.Dd 'aliUld. 
-------

SCHLOSSER. 

IN E miles below Tonawanda, we pass 
SCIILOSSER LANDING, celebrated as the 
spot where the steamer Ca,roline was 
cut loose by English militia, one night 

in the winter of 1837, during the reb(;llion of 
Canada. 

The insurgents, calling themselves "Patriots," 
being driven from their purpose, the leaders took 
u p their stand on NAVY ISLAND, which you may see 
there separated by a narrow channel from Grand 
Island, and having been visited by great numbers 
from the American side, through curiosity, the 
little steamboat Caroline, of Buffalo, was put upon 



I TO NIAGARo\ ~ ALLS. 1.1 

1---- Fe,::, Boat Czl.r~)tf1 .. -1ts ,Ic~tn\"ti,n resulTed (In. 

the line as a ferry boa~; a speculation which proved 
very lucrative to the oIYner. But scarce had b,'I" 
tide of trade began when ~hc was rt'portcd to 
Colonel Sir Allan ::-I. ~Ic'\" ab, then C"lllIJl!lIdillC;' a 
force of nearly three thousand men at C'llil'P"1I ", 
as a craft "'hose emplc'ym('nt was cUll\l'yill~ aid 
and comfort to the" Patriots" on Nayy hland. 

Acting under that impression, this British Com­
mander resolved on the destruction of the Caro­
line and detailed a chosen gang. Accordingly to 
carry out his plans, this gallant expedition was 
placed under the conduct of a half-pay Captain of 
the Royal Navy. At the solemn hour of midnight 
CoL McNAB reviewed the expedition which imme­
diately after departed on its fiendish mission in 
eight boats. 

SCHLOSSER was then, as it is still, a plac!' where 
no accommodation was tu be had. 'What IVa:; called 
a lal'crn, was but a miserable excuse for tl1at III> 
ce~sary institution, and as a matter of course 
numbers filled the sleeping places of the Caroline. 
She was moored there at the wharf. There wcre 
no offensive or defensive weapons on board. She 
was floating under her national colors in her own 
legitimate waters. Midnight came>, amI the solitary 
watchman on the deck was totally un~ware of the 
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________ D_"'CUOli,,. or th, Car.l;n.. I 
dan::;w that awaited the craft. When suddenly 
hi' lw:::rs the plash uf oars and the rippling at the 
LII" s uf approaching boats. In answer to the 
selltry's l'baUI:lIgl, uf "\Vho goes there ?"­
" Flit'lIds," was the reply, and in another instant 
the deck was ali,'e with arm.:d men. The scene 
that ensued was frightful. The dismayed sleepers 
rushed upon deck. There was a violtnt stlug::;'le 
],dWI'C'11 life and death-lire arms Wert, freply used 
by the British; and, amid the cnes of " Cut them 
duwn! give no quarter!" Half dressed men were 
SL'en tu spring upon the wharf through showers of 
bluws aimed at their life. The last man that ap­
peared upon deck, was poor DURFEE. He stood 
aw hile attempting tl I ward off the thrusts made 
at him, and at last succeeded in jumping on 8hore. 
But a too well aimed pistol shot laid the poor fel­
low dead upon the wharf. 

I-Ll\'ing accomplished so much of their errand, 
these gallant invader~ cut the Oaroline !nt,se from 
ber moorings, and, huying got all their precious 
band into the boats, they pulled back ttl Her Ma­
jesty's dominions, while the devoted little ,kamer 
fiuated into the wild current of the Niagara, enve­
loped in flames, ,vhich lit up the awful darkness of 
the Hight amid the brutal triumph of her destroyers. L-_____________________ __ __ _ 



,= _________ T_O_N_IA_G_A_R_A_F_A_L_L_S_. ______ 1_5_, 

Tb~ Caroline on lire. 

Swifter and swifter still she goes on )~ eternal 
voyage. She rides the rapids. Thb raging ele­
ments of fire and water battle fi ercely for their 
own. She reaches the awful precipice. As the 
dying embers light more brightly when about to 
expire. So the doomed Caroline enwrapt in flume 
that flies to Heayen for vengeance, lifted her form 
to the cataracts breast, and plunged amid the 
hissing roar of that mysterious fall int.o annihila­
tion! 

2* __ --------------1 
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Plankro&d-Chippewa-Fon Sthlo.ef . 

. HER E is now a plank road from 
Schlosser Landing to Niagara Falls 
Village, which will render the river 
trip very pleasant, as it is but two 

mil-:.s from this landing to the Falls. 
CHIPPEWA, on the Canada side, is the last place 

that is navigable with safety on the Niagara River 
which even here is fearfully rapid. 

The Tonawanda and Chippewa Creeks are the 
only auxilliaries to the Niagara. 

FORT SCHLOSSER is the next point of any interest 
we pass. This primitive fortification, never of any 
gnat appearance, was erected during the French 
war, and has now yielded its warlike features to 
the simple smiles of husbandry. It stood upon a 
gentle elevation between the present road and the 
river. This place is a mile and a half from the 
FA.LLS, the thunders of which may be distinctly 
heard now over the noise of the rushing Railroad 
Train. 

There is IRIS I SLAND, which stands in all its 
summer bloom and winter purity oi whiteness di-
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Villa~e of Niagara Falla-Railroad. Lo Lockport. 

viding the tumbling waters as they madly seek 
their gallant leap! We have accomplished our 
journey. The steam whistle screeches and-hi­
presto! We enter 

THE VILLAGE OF NIAGARA FALLS. 

~~~sw.iI HIS remarkable place was laid out 
in lots by the late J UDGE PORTER, to 
whom nearly the entire property, in­
cluding the picturesque islands at the 

cataract, as well as adjacent to it, belongs. 
It is laid out with skill and judgment, and there 

is little doubt it ,viII yet swell into a fine manufac­
turing town, if not a city. Some brick and stone 
blocks have been put up within a year. An Epis­
copalian and a Presbyterian Church have also 
been erected, as also a Roman Catholic Church of 
stone. The Odd Fellows and the Sons of Tem- ' 
perance have gorgeous halls on the main street. 
Both orders are in a very flourishing state. 

This is the main street through which we are 
now steaming. It crosses our track at right angles 
and that line of rail which you observe TUns I 
through the middle of it, is the Railroad to Lock-

, port, .on the Erie Canal, about 24 miles from this. I 
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P\u(:ell or AmuacDloIJ.1-N6wsIUlper-To!£grllilh . 

The village presents many places of amusement, 
such as Billiard Rooms, Bowling Alleys, a Public 
Garden, and is also possessed of a smart little 
Weekly Newspaper called " The Iris of Niagara," 
published by G. W. H ACKSTAFF, an English gen­
tleman, who formerly published in Canada an 
independent journal, thoroughly advocating liberal 
principles, entitled "The London Enquirer." 

The Telegraphic wires operate here in conjunc­
tion witl;! the Canada Line. So that, should any 
information be required, or any message sent, the 
anxious parties will not have to ,vait upon the 
break-neck-speed of that nimrod invention which 
killed horses, bruised post boys, and too often failed 
to prove, with any ahade of decency, its right to 
the title of 

THB EXPRESS. 



"''''_A_R_A_F_A_LL_S_. ______ 19'1 
Emenlld StoAml'lo 'Rt. 

STEAMBOAT ROU\. TO THE F_lLLS. 

S it is to the . terest of the sight­
seer to be put in possession of that 
knowledge which will enaule him to 
choose his own course, and receive 

as lhuch of the information, he came, perhaps, frolIl 
a great distance to gather, We feel our duty now 
as a good and faithful guide, and worthy of all re­
pute, to call the attention of our reader to the 
Fiills by the 

S TEA M B 0 A 'T • 

The little craft Emerald starts from ' Buffalo 
every day at 9 o'clock; and, as she very soon gets 
into the cun-ent of the Niagara you find yourself 
gliding away, as in a fairy drean., on the bosom of , 
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Canadn. 

those very waters which soon will take that leap 
which, rather than take, you would submit to be 

SHOT AT. 

HARK! The last bell rings: "All aboard there!" 
"In with the plank." PIllSll go the paddles.­
She is under way! 

Look towards the bow mil you see the green 
wooded shores of Canad"l. Look to the left and 
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1, ___________ ·_·Q_u_"_.c_i_'y_of_t_h._~_k_'_ •• _~_F_ort_E_n_'. ___________ : 

you see that you are just pass;ng the pier and light­
house of Buffalo--and now look to the right and 
you see the "Queen City of the Lakes," with hel:, 
many churches a-spiring towards Heaven, but 
sti<)'b.-ing to earth with the tenacity of stones and 
mortar. 

Buffalo has sprung from. the very womb of ne­
cessity. The position she holds is impregnable to 
the assaults of rivalry. She must grow, and 
growing, shtl must expand ultimately to the size 
of a first ratei:ity, blessed with commerce, and en­
dowed with capital. 

There on the left, on the Canada shore, which 
we are nearing, stand the ruins of FORT ERIE. It 
is directly opposite to Buffalo, and still retains tIle 
remains of its former strength, haying the credit, 
even in these days, amongst military engineers of 
being admirably planned and soundly executed.-­
It was erected by the French about a century ago, 
and was the scene of some glorious exploits during 
the border wars of 1812 to 1814, being captured 
during the latter year by Major General Brown, 

, taking its commandant, Major Buck, with one 

G
' hundred and thirty-seven men prisoners of war.­

The American general after the affair of Fort. 
George and the battle of Chippew::: and Niagara" 
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The Red MiU-W tIoterloo. 

here sURtained a siege which ended in the retiring 
of the British, the abandonment and destruction 

I of the Fort by the Americans. 
I As the steamer moves along the Canada shore, 

!. may be seen The Red Mill, directly oppo&ite to 
which point the explosion of the boiler of the 
steamer T1"OY occurred, March the 23rd, 1850, at 

I half-past 2 o'clock, P. M. This ill-fated vessel had 
just an-iveu from Sandusky, and had in vain at­
tempted to enter the port of Buffalo, upon finding 
it impossible to clear the ice there, she steered for 
Black Rock, determining to land her passengers at 
the Pier. When she had reached this point, the 
boiler burst with a terrific report, and the unma'l­
ageable wreck floated down the river to Blae 
Rock, where she was secured to the wharf By 
this sad event, thirteen lives were instantly lost, a I 

number blown overboard, and after a struggle, I 
drowned. Many were very badly wounded, some I of whom died in a few days after. 

. WATERLOO. , 
Weare now passing the little village, which is 

distant a little more than a mile and a half from 
Fort. Erie. lL has abollt fifty houses and a little 
Cover (:bree hundred inhabit.lnts. Ally person L _______ _ 
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Steam Ferry-Chippewa. 

wishing to visit Fort Erie, or to proceed to the 
Falls from this point, can at all times find convey­
ances at moderate rates. 

There is a stearn ferry which plies between this 
point and Black Rock on the opposite shore. 

This and Chippewa are the only two villages 
along the Canada shore, although the Welland 

• Canal is within reach. There appears to be no 
': progressive spirit here. Waterloo presents the 
same wooden aspect now, that it did some twenty 

;.' years ago. But, should annexation ever take place, 
, this is bOllI1d to be a flourishing town. 

I 
! 

a , L-________ ~ ________ ~ 
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Grand I!lImd-Niagara River. 

THE ISLANDS. 

t, BEE as we glide along, how rudely beautiful 
Grand Island looks. Weare now about half way i 
past it. Here is the river Kia!;ara's broadest part, , 
which is eight miles from the Canada shore to the 
American, at Tonawanda. The two channels of 
the river, formed by the intervention of Grand 
Island are about three quarters, or a mile broad, 

It is strange how this extraordinary river, varies 
both in its breadth and depth. Where we are now 
sailing looks calm and beautiful. Here opposite 
SCHLOSSER, the Niagara is three miles wide. A 
little farther down it narrows its course to three 
quarters of a mile, and becomes impetuous in itll 
progress, a little farther down it expands again to 

a mile and a hal£ At the Falls it is again thre~ 
quarters of a mile wide. At the WIIIRLPOOL bt. 
low the Fa1l8, the river is but one hundred aD 1 
forty-five yards in breadth. 

It is still more unequal in its depth. In som a 
places it is not quite fourteen feet, while in othen 
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Sudden Falla-Buekhom and Navy Island-French VeBBels. 

the sounding-lead has gone down two hundred and 
eigltty-nine feet. 

The sudden falls and level in this riv~r are not 
its least curiosity. Here we behold it sleeping 
peacefully, with scarcely the appearance of a cur­
rent, and anon, it thunders, foams, and rushes down 
a quick descent. 

NIAGARA RIVER is studded with Islands from 
its commencement to its discharge over the Falls. 
They are thirty-seven in number. Some of them 
little more than rocks, but most of them beautiful 
in appearance. 

Those two Islands, so near the extremity of 
Grand Island, are called respectively BUCKHORN, 
and NAVY ISLAND. On the latter the French, in 
the war of 1759, built their ships of war, and 
having other business connected with their navy 

• there: On the coast of the other Island, the British, 
in the same war, burned two French vessels, whose 
charred hulls are yet visible. 
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The Patno\t-Ca..na.dian Re'betU~a. ---------

:N AVY IS'LA ND , 

0, spot ab@ut b ere is more famous 
.than the ccle brated hcad-q1).arter.s of 
thai distinguishtlQ. bost of heroes, 
kno:wn to fa.me /IS "The Patriots/, liar 

This ch~ice bit of te.rra·:lirma, belongetb to Hel 
:MQs~ <S:tMiouB Majesty, QUEEN V lOTORJA. A):.ii;4l'!­

DRtN'~J SO"~'cign Lady of the Bri~ Isl~, .lln,d 
H.c,avon .only ~nows how man;y: depe.nsiencres be.< 
sides. 

Now, it wouJd se ll1 ·that SOIDe restless subjects 
of tJrc aforcsliid li ttle Fen:ittle Sovel'l'.ign "ere not 
as contenb wich her provincial true as to 'loyalty 
seemed ·fit; so bhey, being hunted \lp !tod threat­
ened wjtli col1fiscatiol'lQi prop~t~y and life, aotually 
had the !1~rdacity to attem]?t tQ defend themselves 
ll{,mihst th irperset utQrs aud thJiS commenced 

, what is l1SUa.lIy oajkd " the. OanacIran Rebellion of 
183'i .. " 

Being crusbed :rndput down by the r~.d arm of 
English power, the rebellion c.eaaed, a,n:d the leaders I 
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Gen.,ral Sutll('rttlnd-Wru. Lynn MeKt"ur.ie-Geuer~1 Scott 

fled to this Island, where they <letermined to make 
a stand and look for American gympathy. They 
were at first but a mere handful, not exceeding 
twenty-five individuals, under the command of a 

I person calling himself GENERAL SUTHERLAND; 
among'St them was the notorious WM. LYON Mc­
KENZIE, who had been chiefly instrumental in 
stirring up the rebellion. Their numbers rapidly 
increased, until at length they counted an hundred 
men, when the daring affair of the Caroline 
brought matters to a crisis, and GENERAL SCOTT by 
command of the Government, completely suppres­
sed this border warfare, and Navy Island was 
evacuated by "The Patriuts," fur ave and forever. 
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C H Ip·P E W li... 

HER E at the mouth. of ChlppeWll 
(ln~(:k iJ;bhe village 'of the sam:e·nUnle. 

ft . is a. port of entry., aosI contains 
nom lWj) La' tbJ'eethousand fuhabi· 

ttltlliS. 'l' hc:: b:1l"bol' l ~ ~pod, and the O.r~elr; WIDen 
i na)'lgable to I.ru:g~ v<!s els Jor t wenty mile.s lip, 

is SpuUIled by a Jr,m b,-illge one hUlldted yards. 
long. 

There i;s a rail: road from· Ch\ppeWIl to Que~ns­
tall, which fllns aloDO' the banks of 'the rh'er. and 
passing, .olQSe to Lb~ l! aUs, at Brie poiot g-i:ves a no­
ble Vl¢ W of i~ 'I;ooders, ~s yet. the wilnt of that 
enel'gy and en tP. ·plise.so remarkable on the. A meri­
c:m sid I" hru failed to establish <Ii lqc()Iuotiv6 power, 
So that tl,e carrii~g.es on these TallS. !la-e dragged 
alung, 'by hOl'ses. . 

The view of the ro.pids! and scenery above~, 
from tills point is ve:y £n.e~ 

C.B r p p 'Ii: :IV A 'f 0 Tn El ;p" 1. 1. S • 

It is now in the power oJ the toUrist to keep 
al"og- the Canada shore by laud, 0 )' 'to cross to 
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Ba1.tJe of Calppewa-lria Islaod-Great Ropicb. 

Schlosser, and, on the American side, to enter this 
great theatre of Nature's wonders. 

ShQuld he choose the former course, it is full of 
beauty and grandeur. Let us on then-The field 
on which the celebrated BATTLE OF CHIPPEWA was 
fought is about two miles from this, on the road to 
Buffalo. 

Look at the Niagara River now, and you per­
ceive the point at which the Rapids commence, 
there at the beginning of Iris Island. Observe now, 
that between us and Iris Island, are tllree diminu­
tive isles called the Sisters, two of which are named 
Moss and Deer, the third being nameless. Be­
tween those islands and the main land, where we 
are, you behold the Great Rapids! Down on the 

. shore, where we are now passing, at the bend of 
I this inlet or bay, is a burning spring, and the large 
: island you see in that little bay is Cynthea Isle. 

Our road now runs by the grounds of the lION. 
THOMAS CLARK, and adjacent is the residence and 
demesne of the late SAMUEL STREET, ESlj., who was 
reputed to be the richest individual in Canada. 

CRESCENT ISLE now takes our attention. 'l'here 
are many small islands here within view, which 
though not large enough to entitle them to notice 

I separately; yet, by their agency, those obstructions 

~--------------------------- -----
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BurrtlC'ks-PK\·iliuD Hotel. 

are formed, which give to the rapids all that boiling 
maddening fury which forms their splendour. 

On the left of our road, on a rising gTound is a 
I large white building with colonnades. It was 
I formerly a hotel, named the Ontario House, but is 
I now used as a barrack for soldiers. 
: Further on to our left is the PAVILION HOTEL. 
I It occupies a very elevated and conspicuous posi­
I tion. It overlooks the Horse shoe fall and Table 
I rock, and gives to the spectator a view of great 

I sublimity. It is well kept and worthy of patron­
I age. 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

I 

I 

l ___________ _ 



'TO NUGA.RA .I!'.ALLl!- :n 

,cITY OF THE FA-I. .LB'. 

E DOW enter t;he proposed CITY QF 

:r= 'F..u.r..s, and a. 'lllor~ IIllJ;gnifican't. 
site ·for '3. ci'ty' never waS given to ma.u. 
But such is the owimt.ot .spIrit, amongst 

H'er .I~rltanrc Maj~sty's subjects in this Province, 
that,ru; ;yd i~c0Iltinues a cit,!! ,on pape1l, an o'riental 
drea:m~a. eastle' in 'the air I 

Tills is DRUMMOND)V:ILl.!l!, a neat thl'iving village,. 
which has grown and progt~ed rapfdly_ 

Having' vi.:itedLt)'ND~'!'\ LkNE, lj.D.ot.her ·tattle 
g'r'dund of 'tbe. war of ~812, .w,e wID pl'oceed from 
prumlDoudville t.o C~TON, 

Rete is' tb~ &i,te f)1 anot;her ,city of. intentiQus,­
However, we have the ,comfOl1; of knowing thliU the 
tourist is· well provided for at tbis magnificent 
Rotel,e,alled the C11£ton. House, where j;he nlQ};t 

comprehensive view can be hila And wb:ere',by 
follow.ing, the gently descending'I'oadway, we teach 
tbe ferry that.connects tbe royAl PrOvlltc§l' wit,h the 
great Republican Uniou •. 



To. tho$e disposed for hunting; the C1ifton House 
otI:e ~s th~ u.nu 8.ual adl'an'tage of a pack of- honnas, 
wrucb\ with all other neeessaries are eTel' ready for 

'-=~.' ,.~ 

THE B~,::IRT ,B OF THE FIE L D .• 



NIAGA,RA . 

I A GAR A is a namp, \yhich in tile 

deacriptii:ve lf1I1.gtra,ge of the .Iroquois, 
, ;W]lb' most frequente:d tillese p~, sig­

'IF ·". niJi'es rJ'rrmmE.B OF WATIJU8; a~d 
where <'JouJU u word be 1'011:1'11:1. to c<rn.vt:y liL once ,fo 
the mind soalstinctly:. and 80 boldly, ·tbe tr.uth of 
conception. This liver; or 'rather ~ttaitj ~oo:nect,~ 

hAKE El<Il;J and its mighty sister w[tte"s-SuPll:­
!lIaR, MmmGAN, H URON, and Sx- Qu.IT\, 'With 
ONT~l.O; which Intt~r iJ): its turn, paul's its proud 
tribute thruugh the giant river Sil'. LxwfmNOE, into 
the vast A;1LAJiTW OCEAN, 

All these. and numeroUS smrtller J~kes. which 
first find a bi, th in the, ,roo1]' mQu.Q~ins. may well 
be consiflered 1:lS dne gr1ll1d riY6r, whrehsweeping 
down from a height of several h111;ldred feet ad­
l'anCe5 (inwaT(d to' the $e:~ as the monarcli, af rivers. 
for mor~ lhan t:1t1J thousand. mlies, recei~ng in Jiis 
co1.}tS:e ,the ;ple:otlfuJ trib o:taties of' bis eOlll1t1e:l;\S 

alli~s, Now sprea.ding out his co.uri; t.o ,al'mos:t 
beu))dless extent, no.w contracting and co_n~oJidating 
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The Cataract. 

his rushing power until, at this sacred spot, he : 
vaults down in all his might and majesty into the I. 

fathomless depth below, and rising in sullen I 

grandeur, goes forward to spread out his dominion i 

once again in the green bosom of Ontario! . , 
Thus, we see that the waters of tbe world's 

widest lakes, together with innumerable tributaries, 
mUking more than one hundred and fifty thousand· 
square miles of surface, are forced over this great 
fall, forming a cataract, whose vastness must be 
studied for a time before the bounded imaginatiQtl 
of man can realize its actual truth. 

Language can scarcely approach it nearer tha.n 
the poor Indian's simple, yet expressive, T It'/.lllUler 
of waters-it is in truth NUGARA' ,. 



VIEW OF THE GREAT FALLS FROM GOAT ISI1AND. 
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GENERAL DETAIL8 

OF THE 

FALLS OF NIAGARA, 

A::'\D 

IXTEm·;"TISU I.e H: ,\LlTIES .clJ.! ACEST. 

-----.------~-

I . ___ -1 
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'TH$ FALLS OF NIAGARA. 

R E sit,uated in latitude 43 ueg, 6 
min, north, H'lu.l longitude; 2 at·g. 6 
mj~. we~~ from. Washington.. It is 22 
u,illes north from Bl]l'y.u;Q, a;nd 14 

Il,li!li!s S.Ollth fl"Om tb~ poin.t. of its" jUJ;l.ctipn with 

LiLKE a TAlIIO. 

'fb cre is ml" ld ~a pl'e~tlent that the neighbour­
hood of the Fall" oJ Nillgnra must be liabk to dis,­
ease. consequent on We ·C()"Usta.nt mist, wbich d"e­
scends from ·the 0.ataract. But sllch is not the 

c:tse.'l'lie climate of thiS magic neighbo.UrhQod ~ 
&alubl'ipn8 in the. ~1/l'Cme, as 'well as highly invj,g.­

orating. 
'rp:e atmospbCl'e, bi'1ug cOQstantlyaCted on by 
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Rcptilcs-Wlld Anilllills-InsectB and F"wls. 

the rushing of the vast flood of water, is conse­
quently kept pt. "c. The most decided proof of the 
purity of Niagara Falls is to be found in the elo­
quent fact that when all the world was being 
scuurg·,·d by Clwleru, this mysterious spot and its 
neighbourhood entirely escaped! 

In fact, no epidemic o~ pestilential complaints 
ever visit this spot. The herbs and wild flowers 
breathe sweeter perfume here than elsewhere, and 
curious exotics are common. No reptiles, wild ani­
mals or troublesome insects are here to be found, 
not even musketoes. Fowl of several descriptions 
here enjoy sweet converse with nature; and the 
eagle and seagull hover around the boundless 
scene, whilst the bee and the butterfly range 
through the fragrant islands that stud the preci­
pice that has nought of fear for them. 

We will now proceed to view the FALLs from all 
available points. 



4* 
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P'OOpott P<llnlC"'.~", 

vtEw ]fRO¥ PROSPECT POINT, 

E:r us trow pl'ocee,d through ~be gtcrv,e 
to Prospect P iilt. the be:st vie\v of 
the Falls from ~e, ~merican :side,­

we a.dvance towards its pr~sence." 

the thunder of N.i~g<JIa rolls awfully ~n our e,ars ; 
and_ iio,w. a t1l'J'I1 'in tihe walk brings us in fwnt 
of Prosp.ect Poiht Cottage, wbere, the senses are 
instaD:tly capti¥ateu by the sight. 

U ete ;ve are preseJlt(!d with tb.~ woole lin,e of 
the G~tn:r<1ct Ln. pei~~ective £rQ~ on'e lib!')!'e tQ the 
ethe,l'. a dis(;an;ce of fully 141'ee ql)a:r.ters 0/ a mile. 

Befbre leaVing Prospect POlnt, let us ad,vance as 
near the bri.nk as p ossible; There used to 'he a 

small projecting; platform, balIauced With ronks at 
tbis 111M'll to enable the visitor to ad1':aJl,c'etvro yards 
beyond the edge, and l ook down iu ,safety at ,the 
mad }Vat~s di1$hing dowuanrongst tl).e rQeks be­
Jow him, to' a (lepth Qf ne.arly two :b:undred feet! 
This cqnveruence, thrOl~g)l IDCl)tives of pruilence, 

. has been, ,r~mo:ved, howev,er. 

I - -~ ,-- -------------. 
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AmeriClm Full-Hlltb 191nnd -Iris IeIAnd-Horsl·shoe Fall. 

This, next us, is the AMERICAN FALL, with the 
rapids and Islands aboye. Behold, too the seething 
fathomless cauldron beneath! This Island near us 
is called BATH ItiLAXD, to which a bridge leads, as 
you see; from the main land Beyond it is hus 
ISLAND, (sometimes called Goat Island) to which 
another bridge leads, forming one line of commu­
nication between the American shore and Iris 
Island, the gTand centre of the series of cataracts. 
And in the extreme distance is the Canadian 
(called from its peculiar form) HORSESHOE FALL. 
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VlJE W FROM THE BRID 'GE AND 

I HLAN DS:. 

E will no,w. crQ8S' that bridge wbich 
Jeads tI;l Bath Island. Behold ho.w 
magnificent the wild t1p:moil oi'thQse 
wafiers as, tb~y :rollThnd foam, and rush 

on TcckJessiy beneath the bridge on which we stand, 
t.9 their doomed fall l' 

I ~ il;lu§t be a 1301Jrce of su:rpnse to the beholder, 
,L11a!, a Qriflge,such ·as tlta~ OIl whicn we are, MuM 

be erected amid!>~ this" n ell of \vatel's/' at ll.ttle: 
)]lore than ,sixty rod.s ·f;i·o.rn. thli feruJul predpice 
itself. 

'elIe plan. ~dopted wa$ simpl~'. nOhvlibstanding. 
The fU'st abUIl1ne~t, framed of \Htary- mm bar . b.eing 
Set. up on tile P;l.till, pi,;ccs Wel'e 1'1I1l . out, beJlring: 
on iE, -;'nd b:alauced 011 the land side by J~rge l'.ocks 
.of seveml ~ol1§ 'weighti. Th'cse' beaJ;llS w'ere pl~nked 
.dy,er, :ind Urus a hMglng oridge was formed OJ! 

\v~ch }!he wotkmen ·r.30 ?utJ storr.e tl)td dt0p~.d'theI'll 
d0,\¥1l Into. the water uQtilthe pile silowcdlts.elf; a 
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The Bridge. 

cradle or strong frame-work -,yas then laid down 
and filled up with heavy stone-lVork. This pier Vias 
suun connected permanently with the abutment, 
and the same course of pro"eeding repeated, until 
the bridge was finally completed; and by adoptIng 
the same plan in makin",. a bridge from Bath Island 
to Iris, the connection with the main land was 
made both safe and pleasant. Formerly, the visitor 
to Iris Island was compelled to land from below 
in a boat, between the falls at the base of Iris 
Island. 

The first bridg'e erected here was in 1817, by 
General PARKHURST "VHITNEY, of the Cataract 
House. It was somewhat higher up the rapids. 
This structure did not last more than one year, 
being carried away by the ice. The fullo'Ying' 
summer after its destruction, the present substan­
tial bridge was built by the Messrs. PORTER. 

The whole extent of this bridge is forty-four 
rods, yiz: Twenty-eight rods to Bath Island, and 
thence sixteen rods to Iris Island. It cost about 
sixteen hundred dollars. This bridge was re­
paired in 1839, and also in 1849, and is now in a 

Bound and perfect state. 
Pause here and scan those overwhelming rapids 

as they rush down their inclined course, and, rus!. i 
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Melancholy occurrence. 

ing vainly against the piers of the bridge under us, 
seem to tHssel with each other with unguvernable 
anger, till, like their countless predecessors, they 
too go down the horrid leap together! 

TIlls bridge has been the silent ,yitness of many 
a thrilling scene, but of not one which 'caused more 
dismay than the. following', the detailed account of 
which we here give from the columns of The Buf­
falo Daily Republic and Courier newspapers:-

"MELANCHOLY OCCURRENCE AT NIAGARA FALLS." 

"A most melancholy occurrence took place at 
Niagara Falls, on Monday night last, about twelve 
o'cluck. A Mrs. MILLER, who represented herself 
as the daughter of Senator NORVELL, of Michigan, 
and as the wife of an officer in the army now in 
Florida, and who, with her chlldren, had been 
stopping at the Eagle Hotel, jumped from the 
bridge, leading to Goat Island, into the riH'r, and 
was carried over the cataract. The particulars of 
this heart-rending affair are thus given by a cor­
respondent of the C()urier, writing from the Falls 
yesterday: 

"Our yillage was this morning thrown into deep 
gloom by a report that a young lady had probably 
comnlitted suicide here, during some Hoe last 

~--------------------------- -----
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NeWllp8per El:t.ract. 

night, which is undoubtedly too true. The cir­
cumstances are as follows: 

"The train of cars yesterday morning brought 
hither a young "oman of fine personal appearance, 
and about thirty-five years of age, having "ith her 
two bright looking boys, four and six years old. 
After taking rooms at the Eagle Hotel, she called 
for writing materials, and nothing more was known 
of her until this morning, Between seyen and 
eight o'clock, the bell of the room she had occupied 
was rung by the little boys. They were inquiring 
for their mother, 

"Upon the table were found three letters-one 
directed to Major MILLER, U. S. A., and one to 
Han. J OHX NORVELL, Detroit, klich., and one to the 
proprietor of the Eagle Hotel, (a copy of which I 
send you)-also the ringlets of one side of her 
head, her gold watch, two trunks of clothing, a silk 
purse containing some gold and silver coins, and 
her wedding ring. 

" The children state that their mother had bid 
them good-bye and kissed them, after they had 
gone to bed-that they had last come from Win­
chester, Virginia, and that their father was in Flo­
rida. No cause can be assigned for the act. She 
appeared perfectly rational throughout yesterday, 

L 5 
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Copy of sletter to Mr. White. 

and not the least symptom of insanity was noticed. 
Nothing has yet been found to throw the least light 

upon the matter. 
"P. S.-Enough has been found to warrant the 

belief that the unfortunate lady leaped from the 
bridge that leads to Goat Island, and was swept 
over the Falls. Upon the second pier was found 
her bonnet, which had been trodden upon. Her 
black crape shawl was found tied to the railing of 
the bridge, to let her down upon the pier which is 
some six feet below the railing. She undoubtedly 
did this to indicate to those "IT ho should look for 
her, that her mind was made up for the fearful 
leap into the yawning chasm below. 

" Her father has been telegraphed, and the chil­
dren have been kindly taken charge of, by the 
Hon. AUGUSTUS S. PORTER. 

"The following is a copy of the letter addressed 
by Mrs. MILLER to Mr. WHITE, of the Eagle 
Hotel: 

" 'To THE PROPRIETOR OF THE EAGLE HOTEL.­
My mind is made up. I have no wish to live any 
longer. I shall go where my body will never be 
recovered. No one shall gaze on my mangled re­
mains. Please take care of my two little boys till 
they can be sent to Detroit, where their grand pa,-
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TusLiail't to Lett",r-H(nry Blak~mBr. 

rents reside. They are the sons of Major MILLER, 
of the Ai-illY, now in Florida, and grand-sons of 
Hon. JOHN X ORYELl, Detroit, Michigan. Please 
forward my letters, and protect my children till 
some of their relatives can come for them. 

'MRS. J. G. MILLER.' 

" POSTSCRIPT.--Since the above was put in type, 
we have learned that there is every rt~ason to be­
lieve that Mrs. MILLER is still alive, having eloped 
with a friend from Philadelphia, and that she placed 
the shawl and bonnet on the bridge and wrote the 
letters, which were found in her room, to convey 
the impression that she had gone over the Falls. 
The circumstances leading to this belief are as 
follows: 

"On Thursday last, a man who registered his 
name' Henry Blakemer, Philadelphia,' stopped at 
the Exchange Hotel, in this city. He said that he 
expected some friends in a day or two, and was 
watching the arrival of every train of cars. On 
the arrival of the Sunday morning train, he was 
observed by the porter of the house in conversa­
tion, in the sitting room of the depot, with a lady 
with two children. The lady, who was afterwards 
ascertained to be Mrs. Miller, took lodgings at the 

L _______________________________ ~ 
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:Mr. Bh~keDler hires a horse and buggy. 

Lovejoy House, but subsequently went to the Ex­
change, where she remained' until Monday morn­
ing, when she took the nine o'clock train for the 
Falls. 

"On the afternoon of Monday, Mr. Blakemer went 
to the livery stable of Mr. Miller on Washington­
street, and hired a horse and buggy to go two 
miles below Tonawanda. He returned about three 
o'clock on Tuesday morning with a lady, believed 
to be Mrs. MILLER, leaving her at the railroad depot, 
when he brought the horse back to the livery 
stable. He then called at the Exchange for his 
baggage, and, accompanied by Mrs. Miller, took the 
fast train which leaves here at} past 5, purchasing 
tickets for Cayuga Bridge." 



TO .I<I.AGARA FAnS. 01 

BATH ISLA ND, 

ERE ·at this. pioturesque li ttle Toll 
H ouse" J!,egis~er y0Ul' name, find pay 
twenty-pve cettt$, Whioh sum will give 
you "he fl:eedOlD of the bridge ~n'd 

islands for the ye.ro-. 
We will nOW t1l1i:e a lool!: at 

SHIP AND B~lG I SL,.&N D S. 

Th,ase fu]1tastic twins recei;v.ed their present 
names from a supposed l'esemblance to v.csse1s. 
This little bridge which leads to Ship Island, 
although slight, may be l'elied upon as perfec:tly 
safe. View the. rapids fi'om this point! Ho.w wild 
the world ,of wMel's seems, 'Ye~ how beav(~nJy 
peaceful are those kilets, emb lsomeil in fair foliage 
of tre'es andVines, carpeted wi,th nature's matchless 
rno,ss, and re_dolent. of flowers -that never relt th~ 
witherin'ginfluence of Inal1! Ship l sJ:rnd is also 
calle'd the, ,(I'Lovers' Beb'eut.'" 

A truly tasteful lover of Natwe must he pe 
who woul~ here take up his abo,de aw.ay from the 

f)!I< 
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Cupid . 

rude realities of a heartless world, which, .like the 
watel'S that roll arotind him,:iS ever progressing 
regardless of ag anies which rise on its c'Outse 
Ay~, thls is th:e spot for th~ totary of 

e 'U;PID I 
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IRIS IS.LARIi. 

~ thera llIl isle in this world. which 
I,3.!\' so great a charm lIS this little spot 
o{ earth, scarce1y half a nrlle long, 

. . but eighty rodsl~de, containing 
mall not mOre than m1;y-tw'o acres of arable land. 
Yet (thas bo'en visited by Qygooe generations: frpm 
all quarters of the glooe, and cotmtJess generations 
yet will tread its walk--s of wonder.. 

WebefOI'e stated that it was also call~ Goat 
I8land. This .. appellation took its rise fro:m the. fact 
of 3.. Mr, 8.teaJman, th.en a resideAt at Schlosser,in 
1:'770, placing a v3.riety of ,animals on jt: amongst 
others a n)IiIib'eL' of goats; Of these, a bearded 
patriarch w.as the t!nly one who sur:vived the. se­
verity .01 winter, and he· renrained jn Bole posses­

,Bi~m 'fOl' a long. time. 
Theb1l'3iutiful name of lus Island,. if; deriv.es from 

the ra.iobo\V~ which perpetUl1lly bend round its 
shrine.at the ~alls; which indicate tbisfu' he the. 
favorite home. of the goddess Iris. Her,e are seat,s I 



'wl,1.ere w~ ma]' sU and tt:.s.t hcio;:eptoceeJfing 
fUT.1!her. 

Let us now tUl'll to the right a,nd take a look at 
the 

This mtQ:OW dcJg~ is so. called from.. its pecW:\ar 
$bJ),p.e. From [Ii you )lUV¢ a liIagnificen.t v.iew of 
the OennNu Fall, the Americ.an Fall, the l:ivl.'.l" he~ 
law, arrd the long line of foliagea. perponilic.1l1¥ 
lJtin'kswhlch wall the falle:n watel'S ~s they speed 
iN'ay, 
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Cre;cont Fall-Prospect bland. 

THE OENTRAL OR CRESCENT FALL. 

WE 'Will now contemplate the beauties of this 
Fall; which, though narrow, is, from its amazing 
depth, alone sufficient to inspire reverence. 

It is formed by that portion of the Niagara river 
cut off by PROSPECT ISLAND from the American 
volume of water, and is but twenty yards wide. 
How clear-how sparkling-how fairy-like it looks. 
No break, no-no difference-all in unity-one 
beautiful vestal's sheet of stainlesss hue spread for 

eternity! 
Underneath the rock on which we stand, and 

behind this cascade, is the CAVE OF THE WINDS, 

which we will visit presently. But first let us cross 
this bridge and t:ike a still better view than we 
have yet had of the American Fall from 

PROSPECT ISLAND. 

By some this is called LUNA ISLAND. It is in 
truth a very loyely spot, the view from which is 
magnificent. Here in this richly embowered Island, 
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View of the Americun Fllll-The three Profil~8. 

the bird of liberty, the eagle, used to enjoy his full 
born freedom in repose, in times when the enslaver, 
MAN, had not yet profaned its sanctity with his 
presence. See now-the view is matchless-Here, 
come the rude rapids, rolling and struggling down, 
chafing those many little sunny islands as they rush 
along, as if jealous of their beauty. There, the 
broad sheet of the AMERICAN FALL tumbles down 
the dizzy descent in terrible majesty. It is a sight 
to study-a memory never to be erased We will 
now return to Iris Island, and examine the very 
singular appearance presented from the Hog's 
Back, being what are culled 

THE THREE PROFILES. 

You must, however, draw powerfully on Imagina­
tion, for the action of the waters has nearly efi'aced 
them altogether. The first or highest represented 
the profile of a negro; the second, of a well featured 
young man; and the third, of an aged man with 
spectacles. 
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H0l'86-Shoe Fall-Prospect Towel'. 

VIEW OF THE HORSE-SHOE FALL. 

WE now face towards Canada, and by pursuing 
this walk soon come in sight of the Terrapin Rocks, 
Bridge, Tower, and the beautiful curve called the 
HORSESHOE FALL. 

How magical is the scene before US! Let us 
contemplate it. 

As you perceive, the name of this Fall is rather 
inappropriate now, as the constant giving way of 
parts so changed its form, that it rather resembles 
the figure 5. 

PROSPEOT TOWER. 

This stone building is forty -five feet high, lUld was 
erected in the year 1833, by Judge Porter. There 
is a flight of winding stairs inside by which you , 
ascend and obtain one of the most !IDutterably i 

magnificent views that the mind can take in. 
You look down into the very caldron itself, and 

see the peerless green waters how they have been I: ' 
lost in foam and mist. Look up the rapids, and i 





I 

NIAGARA RIVER, AND AMERICAN FAT-,LS, NEAR HOG'8 BA CK. 



'see those beautiful billo"WCs l'ushiugi m,ailly .Qn in 
' tfieir wild care'er as if oeSlrottS 'of their destined 
leap. LQQkat Jlither side and behold, the smiling 
.green shores and hear 'the thoughtless birds how 
thef ~ai'Iol 00, unconscious 6£ the dread abyss 
and 'unscared. by its endless thunder, 

Thos,e timhers wbich y<lU s~e ,sca.ttel'ed about, 
are, the poor remains of a once big'bly 11$e£111 bridgll 
which Gen. Whitney built heI:e_ 

Y OJ! ,se,e tha:t! iimb'er w'hic.h prpjec't.s over tJ!.e 
gulph. On it Ftllncis All hatt, t;hehermit ·of tll:e 
F:iJIs,. w~ in ~e habit of talriug a d~ w.alk, 
re~hing the very end, and turuing on his heel fO 
,come )Jack. A 'feat whlph. few 'would have rtetv(l 
elUlugh to perform., 

L~ _______ 6 __________ _ 



OWlet· us ret.urn by the walk. we 
came·itom Pmspcct. Island, ancl.Yi~jt 

Tfl'E; }3t»DLE S'U..\.lltdASE. whicll we 
p~:ed in coming here. 

This· stmcas.e takes i~ J;l.a;!D,e fro:m NWl':iOL,KS 

J3ml)l,E, Esq., at wIDQse ex;p-enl1!l it w{IS eregte<i in 
11821), and t.o whom the tourist is deeply 'indebted, 
as It enabled hi:m to reach thi& part or Ute island, 
to· pass ovel' the roc.ks, 'aJld aJ.'lpro~h the jailing 
shoot of water. Be10re its c.onstructioil, the i.oUl:ist 
had .to Mme in a boat.from t1e f~ri'y. 

A steep of :some forty feet; notched into rude 
step.s, leads tp the h~ad of aJ.':(j . ~tIDrcase. which is 
about eigbty feet, 'having nin.~ty steps; FrolIi this 
staircase .doW:o to the river is ei~hty (e~t mOre of 
dese.ant·; making the, total descent [mIll th.6 top I 

oj th.e bank above, one hundred .and eigbtifj.ve 
feeti; AJ tliis ji0iot of 'llie ~iver below, the anglef 
nniy ~jo~ hi.s YQcu!!!onin an uli.equalleddegree, 
Shortly after tbi.$ 'st$:case, was finished, in t;he fail. 

L ____________________________ --____ ~ 
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Sam PatH!', the jumper-Foot oC the CHtnm...t. 

of 1829, the eccelltric SA~l PATCH, the most daring 
jumper in the world, made two successful leaps 
here from a platform ninety-seven feet high! Poor 
Sam, not content with his glory, made another, and 
a gTeater leap at the Gelll,see Falls; but still his 
ambition was ungratified; he jumped once more 
from the same place from a height of one hundred 
and twenty-five feet! This was his last leap: for 
Sam Patch never rose again, and never since has 
been heard of. 

Having descended the Biddle Stairs, we advance 
along at the foot of the cliff, with the fearfully im­
pending rocks above us, seeming as if ready just 
now to fall and crush us. Yet, with all this fear, 
there is something so imposing in our situation as 
to render it pleasing, although you see innumerable 
evidences around you of the constant falling down 
of fragments from above. But it is a sort of aSSll­
ranee to one that, amongst the countless tourists 
who have trod this path till now, not a single acci­
dent has yet occurred. 

Let us now approach the foot of the Cataract, 
and view the awful splendor of this scene. Luok 
at that hue of green in the horseshoe fall-what can 
equal that? See the rich silvery waters, how they 
chase each other down that ten-ible descent. Here, 
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The sheet of roiling gls.ss-The Rninbo~. 

resembling frosted pillars of snow; there, one solId 
sheet of rolling glass! Behold that lovely rain­
bow-fit accompaniment of such a picture. 

Gaze on. Weare in the presence of the en­
chanter. 

L-________________________ ~ 
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The .LonT Fitb,Lq; RMk~Vi6w:-d lb6 Mil' A..ru..tt~ f:&.1k 
6~ I 

-----

'l'HE CAVE OF THE WlNDS , 

N leaving the Bith.1l0 St'-UI'S, 01U' be$t 
course is 10 proc",cll to tile Oentral 
FaIL L~t u ' d~scen'd thiJ> loping 
batik to that. l.irne:stQne rock at the 

lowest point of lIhe 1:'.401·e of Iris Isl,UlcI. caJ.ied the 
Lower Fishing HoQk. 

Frum t;hi5 point see· what a noble view We! have 
of the great Amelicoo ~alL S(t;(;. .ilie bold C:.1ta<mlot. 
how it falls in bJ"illiant. fahis down the mightv 
precipice! What .a scene for an atheist to look 
upon, and then dany the e.xistence of an all powl'lr-. 
fulCreatorl How vas.t, howg:rand. how bewilder­
ing to the. mind ! Dwell on it, stranger-try to 
bring ita magnitude within the limits of your com­
prehension ·an.d acknowledge yourself an atQm, It 

mere atom in natm;e, for that "you are; and no 
mOTe. Then, W'bat is life but a short cQnfused 

game of mQttalj.ty! 
As we' re-asOe.nd the sloping bank tp tPe Central 

6" 
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The Central Fall-The Cave of the Wi!lda, 

Fall, we have before us that great curiosity, known 

THE CAVE OF THE WINDS. 

Come, let us enter. But, first, cast your eyes 
upwards, and behold the impending cliff which 
overhangs us like a dark destiny, and see that mag­
nificent sheet of snowy purity, how it leaps exultant 
from the topmost rock, and flashes down into mid 
air, and plunges below with the hoarse voice of 
thunder! 

Let us descend these rude steps, and enter the 
cavern. Listen-here might the ancients have lo­
cated BOREAS, for, surely, all the chained storms 
are fretting out their madness here ! 

Now we are at the bottom. Let us retire to the 
back of the cavern, and gaze in silence on the 
wondrous scene. This awful temple of Nature 
was first entered in 1834, by Messrs.·WHITE and 
SIMS, residents of the village above us. They 
came in a boat from the foot of Prospect Island, 
and entered the Cave with a gTeat deal of difficulty. 
Some, for the romance of the thing, enter by the 
same way now, although there is no necessity for 
so doing. 

The dimensions of the Cave are one hundred 
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.feet 1IId~, thirty fcet deep, and Ol;te hllPPYed and 
thirty-eigbt f~~t high. Tne bottom is about thirty­
.five feet> frcm. the water's edge" and is .eoID}JI'JSea 

of thqse. fragmellts }V:llleh time an.d the w&il·ing 
cataract have hrpkenaad ret fall upbo tb.e spot. 

H js cur.i!'!us to ,opserv:e 'the spni.y lidw it curls 
along the sloping bottom of the- c:a'Ve.rn., then roil­
ing iIp along the ro~ back, ,~ee~ th~ shelving 
ceiling wnel'eit bteaksinto disPb'Q,t porti0DB, and ~y 
its constant, action on the air gives those J:evel'bera" 
tiQl1S which have giv·ennse.to its title 01" the e ·ave 
of the Windr;:" A fit palaee for 

, 

OLD NEPTUNE HIM'a'ELF; 
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'rHE: AMERlCAN SHEEl'. 

ERE·, hetw.een the Ge1'ltl'ru ana 
American Falls,: there is 'a, vacant 
spate, immedh,te1y at the footwf 'Pros­
'p,ect IshIid ; it is' roofed by( the bUm­

bling·cascade. L eC U$ 'enter and r~t a~hilE!. Oh, 
wbat .a "iew ba\' e we here t 

Ot me now., 'lYe will ramble .to the Amerioan Fall, 
and pass under it as &1ras you dare. .'IJwre is ,np 
dbubt of '1ih&A'e. oeing a passage dear thr.0ugb" hut 
who i~ he ,tho. wowd dalill to pass it-? Row over­
wbelmil)gp lJif:l lDtljesty 'of this 'Place- bow awe­
iI:tspil;ing, yet sup]J.melr l!:e?-uti!\u ! 

We will now ~cenathe BmDLE ST.un:d~SE ', ;rnA 
tesimie our ·dress. H.~re . we 'Will ,rest; b:flfQJ;e we 
ti!k~ . 

THE ''1' OlJR 0 F. IR,I S ·l!; ·LIi.;N D. 

'r~ road l-uil'S en:tir,Qly l'ound ilie Island, and 
presents .roa,ny '~jractiQn!l- Here you p.ercelv,e tlie 
road has heen, earrieji away by the consfant .en­
eNacllments of the cel1Sele~ flo,Qd. 
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The Mad R:ll'HIs~Rem8.ID.8 o( the Ih'I>-~li" l'droit. ~ 
TO NUGARA FALLS. 

See those trees that are now trailing in tho wa­
I tel'. They were once flourishing on the firm bank. 

Look from this point at the mad rapids, as they 
career along to their awful boundary. 

Those timbers which you observe amongst the 
rocks are the remains of the Detroit, the flag-ship 
of Captain Barclay, which was captured together 
with several other vessels, in the memorable battle 
of Lake Erie, when Commodore PERRY gained a 
decisive victory over the British, September the 
lOth, 1813. 

The Detroit was brought here from Buffalo in 
the autumn of 1841, with the intention of sending 
her over the Falls. Great numbers of spectators 
assembled, but were doomed to be disappointed, 
for the Detroit, striking against one of those ledges 
of rocks in the rapids, was at once dismasted, and 
became a wreck; part of her went over the Falls in 
the night time, and parts have been going over at 
intervals since, until now the few sticks which re­
main, are all that may be seen of the once gallant 
ship-of-war. 
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MOSS lSLAND. 

'H I S lClYely Island is so called :from 
Its being covered with a lovely velvet­
like moss._ It pre,sents <me ,Qf the 
.sweet.e;;t spots that eyil dan r,es,t upon, 

Here tWIt eCQcnt,l'ic ouaraot()1." called I I The IleJ-mlt 
of the' Falls," Pl'!)posed to build a coWage in /Jle 
ru.stic style,. wiLh a th,aw-bl'idge to the island, by 
wille-,h he might he alone w:hen he pleased. It is 
a pity .that permiSSion was not 'given f9r the erection 
of this h.eJ1mitQ,ge. as it would have added vary 
much to the rorqailce of the Falls. 

The isJan'~ ou~id,e Moss, Island are called the 
Sisters. It would be a vast addition to the interest 
of thislocalil.J, if these beautiful Uilands were united 
by bridge.'l. 

Between Moss and Iris Islands, nher!'- is a minia­
I rure cataract, whioh is inexpressibly b~lltifUl. This 

I 
the H,el'mJt of the Falls was in the habit 0.fu$ng 
as a ~hower-bath, 'and c'ertainlya.. more d.e~lt£ul 

i 
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. one could not ha.ve' b ~t;;U enjoted by .any prince or 
,pot~ntate; 

We ,are nOir at .the. head of Iris Island, Her~, 

bEfore the formation of the: bridge, the stranger 
w.as oompe1l~d to gratify his curiosity at the peril 
of his life, by na.vigating to this point b.etweentlie 
rapids on either side-'a daring y'eutur-e. 

See, here is the far-famed 

EOtrBE OF THE HERM{'t . 

Here is the spot ,where l'Csided tht;; eccentric and 
unfortuaate FIUNC-lS AnnOl"T, commonly known as 
the HElWTI' OF TID: FA4~" 

He was a young Englishman, who, coming to 
viuit the Falls iil18Z:9, b'ecame '80 overpowered that , 
he could not m~hdtaw himself "fmOl the r6J;nanti(l 
spot, :b)Jt r~airred wee'k after "week', 11ind 1P0TIt.h 
after month, until at J.al;t his love of the wild seen.1:! 
lJecame a mono mania, and he shull,ned all societ.y: 

,.save thaJ of nature. He was learne"a, .highly ac-
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The Hcnnit'lIlftst re8ting plaee. 

complished, gifted with a most attractive person, 
and a finished elegance of manner, which at once 
bespoke him of high origin. But, as to his real 
name or history, all is secret. 

In June, 1831, he was bathing in the river be­
low the Falls, when, it is supposed, he got into the 
current and was drowned. His body ;vas picked 
up some ten days after at Fort Niagara, and buried 
at his loved Niagara Falls. He was about twenty­
eight yellrs of age when he perished. But).W"S 
and centuries will pass away before the memory 
~an be obliterated of 

THE: HE:RMIT Oli' THE FALLS. 

I 

I 
_~ ____ J 
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T H EO R A V E E\" 

EAR this, Spt1tILI1. an e leT:l).ted s'aiid. 
bank iSoIIi:llmo~i1..@ exis\e~, w:lllcb. 6n 

" WQved tQ be. grltves, HUe 

Ifi~ reIIl'~were .digc6vefedJn,'thel,l1; 
eacn Dlowd tdJ:!taWng a, bo~yin Ii; sitting po.~tion. • 

, None' lof the' lndi~n"trlbCs DOw' 'in ~pste.nce can ' 
~yJ)unb Lor thesj\ re,ml1lns, althou-gh 'it is highly 
p'rQbabJ~ 't.hat 1h~ were ofsdmeof the alfongin~l 
tribesj'\f1!o ]jere woffsbipedthe: Great SJiirit ,:w.it}i:ip. i 

" ., ~heBQunQ. ,of his almighty 'VoiQe. sent up from the . 
£i.th,:gIIil,es,s depths of the wat~S, ! 

We have no,w gained the >~ridge w:luch le~~ 'to 

Bath Island. 
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:r H E: CAN A D A SID' E ·. 

=~I A V IN G now '$:eetl aU thati$ worthy 
or notice 011 the Am,erican,let us ·cr~ 

to the EJiti:§h ''shOT~; 

:Here is Point View~ from whence 
we tOQk our fi.rst oos.e.rvatioll ef the Falls j and ' 

I herecJos.e~t .hand is the Ceny-stall'S. Let us step' ., 
mto the ~ars, w:hicn an overehotwarer. iWheei'when 
loosene"d, win cause to descend, .and at the s-a,me. 
tim:e onng.:up the. raturn: .catS on the next tl'a:ek tq 
oW's. Tbis water-wheel is t:umed by a bt"MQl), of I 
tlMl cl);tara:<it i~elf. In the· spring' of lii50J the r 

roch l1ere g~ve way ~nd impeded th~ 'CoUrse of ! 
.this .:r:l!ilway for a time. J 

S6me ~el"sons' wii.lk up these stair's for 'exer~ise . 
or amusement .; butl ag·t:liero are some 700 ·ste:ps, . 
tIre oper<itiou is 'Very fatiguing~. There is no. addi- i 
ti9nal cl):g:tge road¢, :rot desc~ndlng in. tb.1l cars tQ : 
those wbo mwrrd, t.e C(DSS tlw f!)rry; an iSPaLd ; 
fo1' ll:t th.e bejid o( the stairs. '1 

::l __ A_ . ... t _tli_' e_b_.o_tte_._m_G .... l _ihiS_·' ...;,T_ail_· w_a_Y_is_I1o_P_la_. t_fo_r_m_,_:m_d~: 
. ) 



; 3UtlaBr flight of $ixs; tQ the right of which briD,gs 
,on at Qnae into tP.e pre_sence of the "Falls:. 

This Yiew- js velY ,~na. B.utj muffle yoliiseI{ 
up, :and enter the :fe'rry;hoat,ihat we may cross «> 
~e Can,a:da&tle. There is no vie.w motecompre. 

, ; 1!~~Y~ ol'graod,er than. the 

V!EW' FRO!l TBl!;FE' Rlioll 

, OV:er tQ the, other ~de,is but a dlst'anf.(; 'lI B 

; it~tle over four hU;Inired y~ds, in a straJght~ line. 
" B~4 W h'llIllpr the curren!?, this brll.WJl,Y 'bpafJxqm 

: of o,uts pulls up towards the' :B'all.s" ;t,nd is bY' it 
: horne oack towudshis l:;l.tuling" wlUch; he has ,to , 
: }ull har.dfQr, lest, De b~ carried paSt. There 'b.iJ$ 

been );!!'ll{Ccid,ent fp l'.ecol:!i a.t thiS apparently dap. 
, I ~~ous pQSSa:gBt wi~ the memory of Any @n:!t 
llimg 
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CT()SI'ing the river-Viow from tl,e Canada aide. 

Now view the whole panorama of the Falls. 
Can any thing equal that? Look above, around, 
and beneath you. How awful is the might of that 
Supreme Being whose work this is. 

The boat begins to toss, but don't be alarmed, it 
is the agitation of the current, and the skill of our 

. experienced boatman will soon bear us into still 
water. 

Gaze on that amphitheatre of Cataracts, and 
listen to their roar. Extensive as they seem, we 
have but a perspective view of them-the beau­
tiful Horse-shoe being a considerable distance 
from us. 

Now we are nearing the Province of Queen 
Victoria, where a circuitous road leads to the lofty 
height above. 

As we ascend, let us pause at intervals, aDd look 
back upon the rushing' Niagara, which we have 
just crossed, and as we ascend stin higher, and the 
road winds, we behold the glorious Falls in all their 
sublimity. 

l 
But let us advance up this easy-ascending road, I 

for the formation of which we have to thank. 
Messrs. STREET and CLARKE, to whom, as a com_J 
pensation, the Canadian Government granted the 

.. . 
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Yiew from Table Rock. 

sole right to the ferry for twenty-one years, from 
the completion of the road in 1827. 

Now, that we have reached the upper world 
again, let us proceed towards the Falls and gaze 011 

the view from Table Rock. 

- --------------_. 
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VIE. W F RQM -T A B L E ROC E.:. 

I A '<1 A R A FA L J ... S hl}re sti'etcbcs 
out befOl'B us ill m,~tchle5.!> might and 
grandeur. 

This Rock, whigh de.riy,es its l1<1:me 

from. i.ts. ftgt surface, strllt(:Qln,g .over the cbasm. 
like the l"~sed 'leaf «;if a table, is 00 tI'l.e same level ' 
with the FaUll, I1I):d be1oug-s f,o the gTcat.ledge (J'yer 
which t,he ):fqrseslIqe fa lIn. 

Caut.iousl;yappl'oa~h the eJIg0, ~od look dmVJ). 
Is it not thl'il.ling ! Look ilo~ long;, lest j'QUl' head 
grow ~y. 

TallJe ROOK was of much gTeatel· ,e..."tcnt Lhan .w 
-is at ptesenfu 'Verylarg:e portions have fi.:om ·time 
.to tim:e fit)Jeh ,away. In :the year 1818" a pjece 
nearly o.ne hundred and shty fetlt long, amI forty " 
felit Vf;<lei broke ~:way at- IiJ.iduigh~,l4'Qusing <)Jjd. 
terrifying. $e inhabitants [or milllS rou~d, ~vith ·the 
mighty ~!as,h, '\V,hich fuey cQnceived to pe an eailth·­
q)lalte. In 1828, and the following yoai·, otl1ol' 
:portions came a'Wti-r" and ftom existing lljpelli1uncesl 
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____ S_taircaM UDder tlJe roek-Table Rock it'lm below. 

it is evident that another crash may soon be ex­

pp-cted. Let us now return to the staircase that 

leads under the rock. 

Here we will procure the apparel necessary to 

protect us from the effects of a wetting, which we 

may surely expect. 

These spiral stairs were erected bv a Mr. For­

syth, several years ago, and afford a' grellt facility 

for newing one of the most astounding sights that 

can be presented to the mind of man, namely: 

TABLE ROCK FROM BELOW 

Here is a temple of the living God! Here is 

the sanctuary of His awful greatness. Here the 

incense of air and water, rising in endless mist to 

heaven, amid the humid thunder which roars and 

roars eternally. 
Where may the ambitious, the proud, and the 

arrogant so perfectly judge of their own excessive 

littleness, as in the giant presence of this saored 

shrine? 
Come, let us presson our way behind the sheet. 

I The spray beats hard in our faces, and with thick 

mist almost prevents our progress. But, remember 

thousands have pursued this course before us, and 

why not we? 
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The Ledge-The Rock-Tbe Clwern. 

Here ,ye halt. The cluuds of driving mists are 
thinner. Let us look around. The spot on ,vhich 
you stand, is but a ledge some three feet wide. 
The Rocl, is cindy feet above our heads, and be­
neath our feet, it is seventy feet down to the boiling 
cauldron ,vhere the tumbling ,vaters fall. 

See that vast c~n·ern, which, like some mysterious 
recess of Nature, stretches out in seeming safety 
before us. ,Ye dare not venture more than a few 
feet towards it, and that at the extreme peril of our 
lives. 

You have now seen Termination Rock. Let us 
return and change our wet clothes-register your 
name, take a certificate of your visit to this won­
derful spot, rest, view the curiositi,:s of the 
Museum, and return to the ferry. 

Again we view from the tossed boat, the awing 
gTandeur of the scene, and, with the details fresh 
upon our mind, what can be more thrilling than the 
great frontispiece before us ? 

Now we are landed once again on the soil of the 
United States. We ascend the railway, and are 
'.)!lce more in the vi.llage of Niagara Falls. 

-j 
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SCE-NE~ :IN THB VlCINFry 
o F ''!J.' iE;( E F ALL S, 

o IT hf.Lv~ been Tound, and we may 
say, throug;h the' i'1nlis" as, fiit as'p(ac­
ticable, Let us now v;ic;w ~he woud~rs 
and beauties of lts ,1<;i'nioty-

i.J", we' atlvi'tuce a f!lW' j'!)ds, we arnye, /!<t 

THE PUBL IO GARDEN, 

Here is a beautiful. s'Uril,meJ:~house 00 the bIOW 
,of (he precipice, from w.h,enc.e we view' the FaIls 
and the river in a. maguificent light. This $mu, I 

mer-honse' OMllpiGl; thel $te of th..e bp:t ~ect'ed by 
FJ!al,Nors 4,nnOT,T, the Hermit of the Fills, whose 
hlswry we have befpre adv~teil, to, and w,ho re­
sideclln it for many years. 

We ,DDW proeead some eig.hty ro.& fUrtncr, and 
'eo.mc to 

'tlRE 'Jl.O 'A.l) - WAY' TO, :lHIiJ RIVER , 

'Eh:is ca,rti~ge-w;>y wu.s projected some, 36: years 
'ago ; but, for llPIUe Te,f.!;SOn ,or o,th~r wa:s discotl-
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The Indian ladder-Point View. 

tinued. In 1836, Mr. RATlIBUN recommenced it ; 
but, the imprisonment of that active man for for­
gery put a second stop to it. 

Let us go down and take a trip up to the foot 
of the Falls on this little steamer, appropriately 
named the Maid of the Mist. It is an excursion 
which amply repays the visitor, and is perfectly 
safe. 

Here is the 

INDIAN LADDER. 

This, which you perceive to be no more than a 
lalge cedar tree, resting against the rock, with the 
limbs and a few notches answering for rounds, was 
once the only means of descending to the bottom 
of the bank-a dangerous operation, truly, and one 
which is never ventured on. The last darin:; indi­
vidual, who trusted to it, being a daring hunter, 
named BROOKS, who, several years ago, wont down 
in pursuit of game, and fell before he reached the 
bottom, receiving some severe contusions. 

Here is 

POINT TIEW. 

From this, we catch a beautiful distinct ,iew of 
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the chaS'ItJ, river, and FaTls, and hElI'e has gt<rlYll up, 
like magic, tl" tiliarming little hamlet oalled 

B E L.L E VUE,. 

:tIel'e we arc, one mile and a half b'elow the 
F,llls- cOffiltJa(iding an es-gallant view of tnat 
chm:m of nature, You see that this ,little, locaJ.ity 
is' already ,well provided wilJl pl.lces of entertain­
ment. ulld hw, a g1"ist mill, the shaft of the wheel. 
of which i ~ocr feet in perpendicuhn: IlllJgth. The 
l)lUl anu 'Its U1n.ehinery beIng on the top of the 
b<!lJk, whilst ilie \V'h eel whioh \,orb it, is turned by 
the PljJid Ntagara river that t).ID.S p.ast, two hun­
dr d i t.! .t b,l\.Jlcat h. 

Here is the (~c1 (!brated 

,MINERAI, SPRING, 

whiCl,t wells up between the xo,oks, and finds a rest­
ing-place in astoDc b.asin. It is stron~Jy sulphtll'-
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Suspension Bridge. 

ous, and contains lime and magnesia. This chaste 
little temple was designed and erected by Mr. 
RATHBUN. 

Turn we now to the mighty attraction which 
gan~ a location and a name to Bellevue. One 
of the wonders of this age of wonders. "\\That 
visitor could say, he saw the Falls, but not 

THE St.:SPENSION BRIDGE? 

This truly fairy-like work "as commenced in 
February, 1849, under the suprintendcnce of 
Charles Ellet, h, Esq., of Philadelphia, an En­
gineer of good preyious reputation, and who, in 
this work, added much to his fame. 

The brid~e was contracted to be built for the 
" Niagara Falls Suspension Bridge Company," on 
the Canada side, and "The Kiagara Falls InLer­
national Brid6e Company," on the American side 
conjointly; a bill for the purpose being passed 
by the Legislature of each COUll try. 

The manner in which the first line of connection 
was formed, was at once simple, yet ingenious. A 
kite was procured, to the tail of which was a string, 
and by flying this on the one ,ide, and letting it out 
until it was oyer the other side, the gorge was 

I spanned· by the string, b: which a cord was drawn 
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Aw(ul catastrophe. 

across, and by means of this cord, a rope of suffi­
cient strength to draw a cable, which latter, being 
well secured on both sides, was the means of transit 
for the first wire-cable of 36 strands, No. 10 
wire, which was 1160 feet in length. Towers had 
now been erected on each bank, 800 feet apart, by 
which this wire-cable was secured, and on the 13th 
of March, just one month from the commencement, 
Mr. ELLET crossed in an iron basket, suspended 
from the cable. This conveyance was used con­
st.antly by the workmen in constructing the bridge. 
And even many persons paid for the novelty of a 
trip across in this frail track. 

A foot-bridge, three feet in width, was soon con­
structed, amI over this a great number of persons 
passed, each paying 25 cents to the contractor. A 
similar foot-bridge was now formed parallel to this, 
and the basket-cable in the middle. I 

A terrific scene occurred just about this time. 
Whilst the workmen were busy at the second foot­
bridge, which was constructed about 250 feet from 
the American side, and about 150 from the British, 
a tornado from the B. w., struck it, turning it quite 
over. Six men were at work upon the flooring of 
the bridge at this awful moment, two of whom in 
a most unaccountable maimer made their way to 

J 
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". vrkmen res('ued. 

the shore upon fragments of boards. The unfin­
ished structure was torn and wafted backwards and 
forwards like the broken web of a: spider, and four 
helpless human beings, 200 feet from the shore, 
supported by two strands of No. 10 ,yire, were in 
constant expectation of a hr:adlong fall and plunge 
into the rapids below! Oh, who can fathom those 
men's thoughts just then? But the tiny thread 
which held them to existence, proved strong enough 
to outlast the gale. On the first cessation of the 
tornado's force, a brave fellow-workman manned 
the iron basket, and with a ladder proceeded amid 
the pelting of the furious rain to save the sufferers. 
He reached the wreck; he placed his ladder in 
communication with it, and the basket thus afford­
ing a means by which all were brought back safe 
to terra-firma, uninjured in person, but well nigh 
scared to death. 

On the 26th of July following, Mr. ELLET drove 
a span of horses and a heavy carriage over and 
back, accompanied by his lady. 

A disagTeement, which had for some time ex­
isted between the directors and Mr. ELLET, now 
came to 'an open rupture, and the work was dis­
continued for some time. 

Th(; bridge, which we see, is not the structure 



86 DESCRIPTIVE GUIDE 

H~ight of the lJridge. 

originally intended. This being merely prepara­
tory to the great structure, which was to have been 
suspended from stone tuwers, 70 feet high, and 
which would have been 10 feet higher than the 
present bridge, and wbolly independent of it. 

The present bridge was at first economically 
formed of very slight materials, it not being ex­
pected to last longer than, until the great bridge 
was constructed, about a year and a half. It has, 
however, been strengthened materially, and is now 
capable of sustaining 250 tons, and is in use as a 
thoroughfare, unshaken by the greatest pressure. 

The floor of the bridge is 230 feet above the 
river, and the depth of the river immediately un. 
del' the bridge is 250 feet. 

T'HE WHIRLPOOL. 

From the Suspension Bridge to the commence­
ment of the Whirlpool Rapids, is about a hundred 
rods; and the Whirlpool itself is about three miles 
from the Falls, and one hundred rods from the 
main road. A tavern occupies the intervening 
space, the garden of which is neatly laid out, and 
steps are to be found here, which lead to the river. 
A small fee is required of the stranger for admis­
sion. 
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The Whirlpool. 

On the Americ.an Cliff is a charming summer­
house, designed by Mr. RuuDex. 

Look down into the circular basin, bounded by 
giant cliffs, and see the boiling turmoil of waters 
surging and tossin:; in this greenwood embowered 
caldron. No living thing can struggle with tlus 
angry whirlpool. Destruction surely awaits all that 
falls within its reach. 

Let us go down these rude steps and have a 
closer view of it; for the little [ticks, which we see 
whirled around, believe me, are in truth, large 
timbers. 

Now, that we are at the base of the cliff, and 
on these level rocks, let us note the mad excite­
ment of those raging waters. 

Come round now to the right and behold the 
outlet of the whirlpool. 

Those giant cliffs which rise three hundred feet 
and are not thirty rods apart, wall in the recreating 
waters and confine their wild impetuous rush, so that 
their force raises them in the middle, as they 
plunge some dozen feet into the air, in the very 
recklessness of fury. 

There is a better view of the whirlpool from the 
Canada cliff. The rapids, as they enter, are almost 

8* 
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G'iDn. eM 

in front of y:ou,anu below' you isilie Ol1tJ~t of 
the wllLrJpool :on the Canada side. 

Unlike the Palls, there i~ 'noth.illg to woo ,or win 
~b~ 6tlnS_e$ abp@ th~ whidpoo), It ra~hef awes. 
:;.nd shoCks tire mind withit,s savage 'f't1-ry; 

We' \"JUrrow wan_der I'Jn to view 

DIIlVIL'S HOur FRO/..{ BEI40W 

This ts' a deep, €Iadi: .c.:.ve,. 01: chasm, in tille r0617 
bank- .a. gloomy ~ot,' ; the sad history cOll1iected I 
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Rapids and outlet of Whirlpv,>l-:\bssacre of Bloody Run. 

with which gives it a dismal interest in the mind 
of the visitor. A perpendicular massy cliff rises 
above this demon-titled cavity, and a narrow stream 
pours down the cliff to the dark rocks below and 
hurries om .. ard to the rapid ri,'cr. 

This gloomy rock-bound, forest-hidden cavern 
has never fdt the influence of one solitary ray of 
light; and from its dark thluling depth, it probably 
derives its most appropriate name. There is 8nother 
claim which it possesses, and which likewise gave 
name to that little stream, which may be found in 
the thrilling narative of 

THE MASSACRE OF BLOODY RUN. 

In the year 1759, when the British had just 
made good their stand, by the possession of Forts 
Niagara and Schlosser-the French still hovering 
round them, having in pay the Scncca Indians, 
who were then a very powerful tribe-a large sup­
ply of provisions was forwarded from Fort Niagara 
to Fort Schlosser, guarded by a body of one hun­
dred regulars. The Chief of thc Senecas, anxious 
to show his ardor in the cause of his pay-masters, 
formed an ambuscade of his best warriors, several 
hundrf'd strong. This was the spot chosen; it being 
at that day so thickly overgrown with bushes, that 
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Indiall ambuscade. 

it afforded an admirable place for the exeeution of 
the horrid project. The wily Indian formed his 
line along the hill and around the plain in such a 
manner as to completely surround his victims, when 
they should have passed a certain line. 

The day was sultry, and the doomed convoy not 
expecting any danger near, scattered, and loitered, 
and dragged on their weary way, until they came 
to the Devil's Hole, when, in gratification of their 
wondering curiosity, they sat or lay down around 
the margin of the fearful precipice. Their fancied 
security was now broken in upon by a tremendous 
volley of fire-arms, accompanied by the yells of 
their savage enemies, who now rushed from their 
cover, and giving their unhappy victims no time for 
consideration, tomahawked and knifed them on the 
spot. The whole convoy of wagons, horses, 
soldiers and drivers were hurled over the preci­
pice, and dashed to pieces on the rocks below! 
IV hilst the little stream swelled to a torrent, purple 
red with human gore. 

Of all that gallant, heedless convoy, but two 
escaped to tell the story of its fate; the one a 
Mr. Stedman, and the other a private soldier, who 
was forced over the precipice, but had the good 
fortune in falling, to be caught on the limb of a 
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'~nr ,Mr. ,~loitmfil. 

'tree by the belt. Mr. Ste:dm~ clashed his l):Ol'se 

throllgh the ~DdioD lineS'ji aud eSl~aped. fJIDid a storm 
ofbullets, to Fort SeW sser, w~tb his c]Qtb p.8 'com­
lfletely riddltld. The soldier arrivc,d in safCLT, UIl­

der covet of the nigh fi, a~ Fort Niaga;l'll. 
Some ye,a)"5 (lgo., boneS', oro:ken wheel~, and othel' 

mementos of this cruel as~a\1lt were tound 'dowD, 
in the chasm Md on t:):le roc¥s, but ~hey have long. 
s,mee bee:n lost:ill the gulf. 
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ACCiDENTS 'Wl!ICH .Ill YE O'OCURB,]lD 

~T TH.E ~'~L~: 

N'Satu:rday, the J·3th of July, 1850, as ' 
a boy. ten years old, was ,rowing his 
father· OVel' to thei.i,- home on Grand 
JslOlld, the f4,the;r bcing so Y61'Y drunk 

as not to 1re able to as$tany more t4an to swat 
!JJe ,cl)..o;oe, :tbe winiJ, whic.h was ~"el'y stl'ong off 
shore, so i'rl.lsiratml the effurts of ,his tiny arm, 
that the canoe iElspite of hhn, gut into the ~urrent 
and finally into Vhe r.apicl$, wi~Jlin a Y'ei'y few rods 
of t.he, Falls! On w-e.lilt t,he fr;illshe}l,c'afeering, 
and p1tWging as the 'mad 'watel's chQse, 'Still the 
galla.nt iittJe oarsman ma.int~i.i llqd his strugg;le , 
with the l'uging billows., and actnally got the oanoe ' 
hy his persevcl~ng mancevring ,so' close to Iris Is~ . 
lall'd" a!:i to have h.er dtive.n by ,lj, providential wave 
in l;;etween (he lit tle iSlands, called in.e Sisters, 
Her~ the ta{her and his dallntl.ess boy wete: in ~till 
greater ,danger· [or an instant; for, ,th()rC isa£aJl 



b¢twce.n th~ two is'l~nds, OY,er ~ hi~h had rhey gOl1e,. 
no earthly pOW~f /;.oUld hJ!>ve witL4he'ld .tuerr fin'a1 
passut!c to th~ t~r~ifie llrecipi~e , \thlc.h fliJ:ms the 
HOl:se-.sJ;we :beaU! But thesud,clep. .da~l) of a waVe 

. cap'~iz.e:d t4~ canoe, l1'ud left the two struggling in. I 

the ~y,ater. Bell:tg' ncar a, rock! amj. ·shallow; the boy 
lost no tirn~, but .s~tzing his father ~:y the collit c:o]" 
lar, he dragged him u'p to a place of safrt}\ where 
the crowd ot' anxl'0us chizens aWaite.dto lend assist, 
a.tIC·f). The· p.o.<1t bbY' on r.ejchio:~' thesb.oJe ill 
~fe~, inSt!lintly Jailite:d;, Tl1iile lii$Itii.flef<1-tJ le' father 
WM :sulii&ie.ntly $!Jber~:d by the p.erils· pe .had 
p§~ed through; and, if M AM'cihemipd of a man 
be can n!lver recu.r to !hat aw{ul ;yqyage, wiithout 
'!t ~huddero~ horror at. his Own lIeastIyal,lpetite .. ·· 
whic.h .:red irceJ him. to such a condition as to ,en­
:danger not alone his own life, but tlia:t of' his gal· 
lair .. and dutiful child,. 

Th:e. cll:fion 'lVas· (,i<l.$'Q.ed to piec~' .on the' XO'(:ks . 

ere it re,~c.h:ed 'its f4Ja.1leap. 
Ha,d ,it- been ,at tkeothex side of Iris Isjand .. that 

. the !;lano:e was !lrlven am!;lrtgst t he rapid:;;, it 'would 
, nQ~ J:!ave been possible to :~ilter.tain the most dis" 
. taut hope of their e::scnp.e. ·Th.er~ never wa.S: knQWn 

gD mstance or a boat. on that ~iM living in th.6 . 

I r~ids. 
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Aecidents at the F~1l9. 

A German, from Buffalo, some two years since, 
a shoe-maker by trade, either through accident or 
design, it is not known ,,-hie-b, was sailing down the 
rapids in a small boat. There were EI'H'ral spec­
tators of his terrific situation, standing on the bridge 
leading to Bath Island, at the time of his approach, 
as the dancin:; boat careered over the rolling rapids 
and bore him close to the bridge, he called out, 
"Shall I jump out, or remain?" They were too 
horrified to answer him, and in another instant tht' 
boat had passed beneath the bridge, and was bump' 
ing among the rocks, and plunging on the backs of 
the rapids, At last, the boat was capsized and the 
doomed man was borne to the terrible brink, where 
his body was raised into an upright position and 
carried down into eternity ! 

On another occasion, a poor woman was washing 
clothes in the mill-stream, with her little child, 
playing in a tub, near her. Before she was aware 
of the terrible fact, the tub with the child, had 
floated into the river, and thence, ere mortal aid 
could come, into the rapids, which soon bore the 
poor parent's doomed offspring over the relentless 

,,"".ct, dro~ing hee ~~ with i" "Mill", I 
thunders! 
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Accident. at the Fall!!. 

CHARLES ADDINGTON A;S-D NETTIE DE FOREST. 

Lunar Island never saw a more delightful eve­
ning than that of June 21st, 1849, enlivened as it 
was, by young and happy hearts, full, even to burst­
ing, with their own joyousness. The gay party in 
question consisted of Mrs. De Forest, of Buffalo, 
Mrs. Miller, and :Mr. Bowen, who getting tired, took 
advantage of some seats on Iris Island, whilst the 
young people to the number of nine, repaired to 
Lunar Island; where having enjoyed themselves, 
and being about to return to Iris Island, CHARLES 
ADDINGTON playfully caught Nettie De Forest and 
pretended to throw her into the stream. The 
buoyant child jumped from him, and in an instant 
was in the wild current! Poor Charles Adding­
ton, without a pause, sprung after her, and both 
were carried over [he dreadful ;'l'ecipice. locked in 
each other's arms, with their agonized countenances 
turned to the last on the horrified group of com­
panions, who saw, but could not save them! 

Miss De Forest's mangled remains were found 
the next day, at 2 o'clock, P. M., in the Cave of the 
Winds, and in a few days after the body of the 
gallant and generous young Addington was like­
wise recovered and interred in the village. 

{I 
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Accidenl8 at the Falls. 

We will make no apology for introducing here 
the following beautiful lines, written on this sad 
event, by a young lady of taste and feeling. 

ON THE LATE DISASTER AT THE FALLS. 

A mild and lovely day had past, 
Too bright, like earthly hopc::J, to last, 
And Luna rose, with placid smile, 
To greet her amaJi but favorite isle i 
in rlvalry of Sol, to throw 
A richer veil of 11ght below, 
And challen~e isle, and shore, and stream, 
To praise her milder, lovelier beam. 

On thaL fair i::31e were gathcr'd then, 
Reluctant still to leave the scene, 
A pleasant group. Joy, Love, and Erace 

'Deam'd all around, from every face. 
Swt:et Antoinette, that favor'd child, 
Gambol'd so innocent arid wild; 
Wreath'd every lip with smiles, to see 
Her j~yOU9 spirit bounding free. 
Had angels 'aught it, hovering round 
With heav'nly grace, to spurn the ground; 
That soon immortal it should Boar 
Where earth could fetter it no more 1 

A manly youth and maiden fair, 
Parents and friends, were standing there. 
And all with flashing wit anu song 
The pleasing hours would fain prolong. 
Enchantment clothed the earth and !lky 
Ah 1 who could dream of danger nigh J 

Angp.ls of light were passing neac­
rhey ,. walk unseen" the earth and air, 
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Aecidenb at the Falls. 

And knew those parcntf:! soon must part 
From joys entwilled around lhe heart j 

Confiding love recf'ive the blow 
That lays a worship'd idol low. 
Surely a pitying angel's tear 
Chill'd that fond 1illher's heart with fear, 
h Corne here, my child! come here!" he cried, 
"Beware tbe ru~hing riyer's tIde." 
" Never you mind-let her alone; 
I'll watch," said noble AddingLOn. 

She pull'd his coat In playful glee-
'" Aha! you rogue J you're caught," said he," 
" Now shall I throw you in 1" She laughs; 
Her trembling form he touch'd j 
She sprang-she falls; "0 mercy! save l' 
"She's gone! 0 God!ll one look he gave, 
One word of horror, that shall dwell 
For ever fresh in memory's cell ; 
Then sprang to clasp that precious trust.. 
Gigantic efforts fail. '~\Ve must 
Be lost! Great God! no human aiu 
Avails us now! Save us," he pray'd, 
" For JEsuS' sake, 0 save our souls I" 
The dashing torrent onward rolle, 
Unheetling that shrill, biller cry 
Of living, human agony, 
Bursting afresh when straining eye 
Fail'd !:loon the loved ones to decry 
Upon the raging waters tost, 
.1 Heart-rending cry, "They're lost! they're lost I" 

For H .TF;SI':'" sa.ke,"-that matchless word­
It Roared. 10 heaven. The Father heard: 
" Fly: Gabriel, with thy chosen band, 
Take crowns of gold. and harps in hand; 
Array'd in robes of spotless white, 
Cow..luct them to these realms of light. II 

D 
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Uprising from the rapid's foam, 
Redeem'd those blessed spirits come j 
o ! what a radiant t:!ight in view: 
Wi Lh eager haste the angels flew, 
Stnking their gOlden harps anew. 
"Come, sister spirits, come away, 
Come home to heaven," their joyful lay. 

0, mourning souls! could ye but hear 
Those strains salute the ravish'd ear j 
Tears for the living would be shed j 
Smiles are the tribute for the dead, 
Not" wreathing lips" 600n to depart 
Playmg forever round the heart. 
Grief, pain and death di,!::turb no more, 
Not U lost those dear one's gone before." 

Let, still, Niagara lovely seem, 
lLs island, mist, and rapid stream, 
Its fleeting bows of splendors bright, 
Fall plsasantly upon the sight. 
Remember that two cherish'd flowers, 
Transplanted to celestial bowers, 
The river from that island bore, 
To bloom unfading evermore. 
PrayER', grateful, lIke that mist, should rise 
From depths of sorrow to the skies; 
'fhen shall the" Sun of righteousness" 
Shine through its prism of grief, and bless 
With bows of promise, bright and warm, 
Fadeless in sunshine and in storm. 
And when ye hear the ceaseless sound 
That thundering shakes the solid ground, 
The cataract in its dark career, 
0, not In sorrow close the ear! 
Let Faith behold tbat seraph throng, 
Whose ceaseless and eternal song, 
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Like H sound of many wafers" seem, 
And lo\'e anu bliss are all the theme, 
Praising the 'Vise and Good Supreme. 

99 

Plea .. nt Valley, 18-19. MARY. 

Thus perished in the flower of their youth, two 
promising hopes of heart-wrung parents. Poor 
Mrs. DE FOREST did not long survive the dreadful 
fate of her " Nettie," and the anguishing scene of 
that awful evening has made an impression on the 
horrified young spectators which time can never 
erase. 

MISS MARTHA K. RUGG. 

This young lady had visited the Falls, when on 
her way to Detroit to visit a sister, in August, 
1844. 

On the memorable morning of the 24th, whilst 
approaching Table Rock, she stepped upon the 
bank, about fifty rods below the Museum, letting 
go the arm of the gentleman who accompanied 
her, in order to pluck some ever~Teens-when the 
earth, giving way with her weight, she was percipi-

I 
tated down a perpendicular height of one hundred 
and twenty feet, falling on a bed of sharp rocks ! I The P"'" W,l g"" 0"' piad,," ,Iui,k ; h" com­
panion grasped her shawl, which gave way, and 
she descended! Doctor G. A. Sturg-ili. of New 

*9 
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York, happening to be at the Falls, and just then 
in the Museum, near at hand, hurried down thp 
stairs at 'l.'able Rock, accompanied by several, and 
after much labor and fatigue reached the fatal 
spot, where they found Miss RUGG on the pomted 
rocks still alive. On being bled, she revived, and 
said, faintly, to those around her, "Pick me up." 
This was done, and she was conveyed in a boat tu 
the ferry-landing, and from thence to the Clifwn 
House, where she expired in three hours from the 
time of this melancholy accident. 

DEATH OF D. HUNGERFORD. 

Nor are the chances of accident confined to the 
descent. There is danger in many places wher'!' 
strangers go--and, although those accidents hap­
pen seldom, yet, when they do occur, there is a 
painful memory of the solitary case, for years after 
its occurrence. Such, for instance, was that of n 
HUNGERFORD, of Troy, in this State. 

About 10 o'clock, on the morning' of the 27th of 
May, 1839, the doctor in company with Mr. Niles, 
of Columbus, (0.), and Mr. Lindsey, the guide, 
were viewing the river and the Falls, from below 
Iris Island; and, being satisfied, were about to de­
part, when a cloud of falling dust, told too plainly 
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that some of the impending mass aboye was falling, 
Mr. Niles and the guide, in hurrying from the spot, 
became informed of the melancholy fact, that D. 
HUNGERFORD had been severely hurt by some of 
the fallen mass. They carried him away, but he 
did not long survive-having been struck on the 
head and neck. 

THE ·WHITE CANOES. 

AN INDIAN LEGEND. 

In years gone by, when the forest wild closed 
ill the sublime temple of nature, which is now un­
veiled to the inquisitive white man in the sheeted 
cataract of Niagara-when, none, save the Indian 
worshipers, ventured to gaze upon the place where 
their simple, yet beautifully imaginative faith taught 
them to feel the presence of the Great Being, 
whose solemn voice made the forest ring, and the 
ground tremble,-it was customary to offer a liv­
ing sacrifice, once a year, to be conveyed by the 
foaming messengers of the water-spirit, to the un­
known gulf, which, through the light of imagina­
tion alone they knew aught about. 

In the bright autumnal month of August, when 
all earth's flowers were at their richest, and the 
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fruits had attained their mellowest tint au";' lZ'Ste, 
ere Time could bring his sickle round the!ll, the 
watchful sachem gave the word, and the fun n nits 
and flowers were stowed in a white canoe, to be 
paddled by the fairest maiden that had just th~n 
arrived at woman-hood. 

Honored was that tribe, whose turn it was to float, 
their blooming offering to the shrine of the Great 
Spirit; and still more honored was the maid who 
was a fitting sacrifice. 

LENA wa~ the only child and darling of ORONTA, 

the proudest Chief of the Senecas. Full many a 
bloody fight had seen his single feather pass ill 
triumph, like the pestilential blast, scathing where 
he came, and leaving, when he left the red track 
of his hatchet and tomahawk. 

Spring followed Spring, Summer breathed on 
Summer, and Autumn ripened into Autumn, as 
Time crowned each year with glories which he but 
prepared for withering Winter's cold embrace. 
And every annual round had sent an offering to 

the thunder-god of the secluded Niagara. 
ORON'fA danced in pride and triumph at many It 

holy feast, which followed the sacrifical gift, which 
his rejoicing tribe had in their turn given. But 
ORONTA felt not for the fathers, whose precious 
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jewels were thus taken from their wigwam, and 
committed to the gTave of roaring waters. ORON­
TA thought not that they had earthly feelings, 
which the ardor of religion could not always quite 
subdue. ORONTA had lost his fair wife, CALMA; 
but it was by a foeman's arrow, and terribly had 
he avenged his bereavement. 

Since that event, his motherless child had felt 
the glow of fifteen summers-till, like a rose she 
opened all her beauties to the maturing breath of 
Nature. 

The day of sacrifice came. It belongs to the 
Senecas, and LENA is the only offering fitting the 
occasion. 

Can the proud ORONTA show his weakness ? 
Can he let the father's bursting bosom be seen to 
tremble? Can he give ear to Nature, lest she 
blend his love and pity in a tear, that may fal! 
down a blot upon his name ? 

The moon-lit hour is come; the rejoicing dance 
goes on; ORONTA has parted his LEN.\, to meet 
where the Great Spirit reigns. His wigwam on 
the high bank is lonely now. 

* * * * * * * 
The yell of fanatic triumph goes up from a 

thousand Senecas. The white canoe has shot from 
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yonder bank, and the sachems, as they gaze upon 
it, shout to heaven their joyous benediction. 

But, ere the dancing craft has yet approached its 
doomed descent, behold another white canoe has 
shot out on the mad rapids, and both are bmmd 
for eternity ! 

The first bears the full blown offering of fruits 
and flowers, with LENA for their fairest. She goes 
as an offering of the highest value ; and she is fol­
lowed by ORONTA, who brings his full grown glories 
of battle and 'of chase, a willing offering for a re­
union with his wife and child. 

By a strange chance, Lena's little vessel pauses 
by a rock, just on the verge of the descent-per­
mitting Oronta's to come near-when, both to­
gether rise upon the plunging rapids, one look­
one mutual look of love, of hope, of happiness, 
is exchanged-and the f01"est rings again with the 
yell of the Senecas, as the father and the child 
drop down the cataract together in their WWTlI: 

CANOES! 
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CONCLUSION. 

OW, reader, we have visited the prin­
cipal points of attraction in this vicinity 
of wonders; it is for you to decide, 
whether you will remain, study, and 

contemplate what we have gone o\'er. 
It is not by a hasty visit, you can become ac­

quainted with the unequalled scenes of the world­
renowned Niagara. No, you must stay and stray; 
you must look out for new lights of beauty in which 
to view them, and you will be sure to find such, 

, however often you seek! 

I The time is a grand point in viewing these scenes 
to perfection. It is not in the ~lare of the noon­
day, when all around is rich and gay with the re-
flection of the radiant sunbeam: It is not in th6 
company of laughter-loving, thoughtless youth; It 
is, rather, by yourself alone, at sunrise, when the 
mists are rising in their majesty, like ;ncense up to 
heaven; encircled by the peerless rainbow, which I 

I 
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the rising orb of day has sent to herald his coming, 
in hues of brightest hope. 

Or, view these" varied scenes under the heaven­
born influence of ~ moon-lit night; and, oh, what 
mind would not soften its thoughts to tears, in that 
holy contemplation of Nature and of God! 

\'-------------
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Late Casualty at the Falls. 
On Sa.turday, tbe 18th of .r unc, 1853, three men belonging to a 

scoW' used for taking sand down the ril"er, who h3.d got into a 
boat attached to the scow, having becomo sep3.rated therefrom, 
were hurried down the river. The boat was swamped, the men 
ca.~t into the river, two of them being a:t once carried o,er the 
Falls, the ollier, named Joseph Ar-ery, by chance striking and 
clinging to a stump about midway betw"een the Falls and Goat 
Island Briuge. Here he rCDl:lined, half clinging to and half perch­
ing upon the log, from which he would occasionally slip down and 
walk a little on the rocks which were cul.v a shol't dlsta.nce under 
water. A few feet in advance wa.<; a small fall of about four or f!ve 
feet, and ilere and on each side of him, the waters rushed wildly 
on at a. speed ora.boue forty miles an hour. About two o'clock in 
the afternoon, a raft was constructed, formed of crossed timbera, 
strongly fastened in a. square form, a hogshead being placed in the 
center. The raft was strongly secured with ropes on each side, 
and was .Boated clown to the rocks upon which Avery was sta­
tioned'. As it approached the spot where he stood, the rope got 
fast in the rocks, and the .caft be Me immovable. Avery then 
appea.red to muster strength and courage, and descending from 
the log"walked over the_ fpcks to the pb.ce where the l'ope had 
caugh!, and labored long Xltd bard to disengage it from the rocks. 
After some time he succe/ded, and then, with renewed energy, in­
spired by the hope of re~cue, he pulled manfully at the rope un­
til he succeeded' in bringing the >:aft from the current toward his 
fe!lrlul resting-pl.ce • 

. Avery now got on to the raft, making hlmself fast thereto by 
means of ropei which had been placed there for that purpose, and 
those on the land commenced drawing it toward the shore.­
It had approached 'within tllirty feet of one of the small islands, 
toward which its COUl'se was directed, when sudd~nly it became 
stationary iIi the mIdst of the rapids, the ropes having again 
caught in the rocks. All endeavors to move it were found to be 
in vain, and much fear was entertained that the strain upon the 
rQp.s might break them and occasion the poor rellow's loss.-V ... 
rious suggestions were now volunteered, and sever.al attempts 
were made to reach him. One man went out in a boat as far as 
he dared to venture, and ... ked hlm if he would f""ten a zops 
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I round his body and trust to being drawn in by that. The poor 
f01loW, however, Flbook his head rleRpondinglj, as though· he felt 

I 
that he had not FitJ'png11J enough J'0tnn.ininr.; to m~.e himlileI! Be· 
~UT'j to a ropp6 At leugth a boat ,vas got l'E',acl,v--a. Hfe·hoat, 
which b.'Ld ?rrived frc.m Hurr.'1ll)-;,~d W[18 la.uncheA. f:!eeing the 
pr(>l'nr:l1i<ln~. Avery unloos,:,cl his fa~tel1ing8J with the 10!tenfion, 
(If bc1JJg re.;,iy to ~priug into eJP bon,t; Borne flU by the l'l1.cffiing 

'W~t"I'S, :PJd amid the breathless 8usp~nse of the specta.torf:!, the 
Goat npprof\.cbed the raft. A t:1Till ran throtl~h t.bc cro't'lfcl-tbe 
hO'f,t Hvcd in the angrJ w3.vc;>s-H t.t-. 'l~~~ the raft-a. shout of j4"Y 
l"Oln:;, forth f:-nm the shore:!, £Or i"t Wfe'S believed that he was o~.'V~d­
W:lrn ~i,:)!t":-tly the Dope t~11t hall br~n r&.if,~d was. ~g~dn (le. 
<:.li ..... :'~r1-:1 -'7:0f"1(,llt·~ ".or:fm;ion followcd 1he ~o!i:~ion, nntl'il~ tJH\ 

n,., .... ~t the vidim Wall f!e~n in the n~t.bt of ,t.he waters! t':tl)[(l',>~f'd 
f,· ..... n hil:1 fr".i1 :;npport and 5~r""!?,·f:~L~'.~ for lIfe. Tot, '\ l..1.1inlitA Cir' 

two tbe poor fellow, ~trildn'l. O'lt ~nl'J;y, ~wtlm .... tr,)\"'I:_l, ;{'\raru, 

the islanr:, and tb.e~FY eC"},.,)"t1 from short! to s~oTe·th1'"t, 1,'"' WI1U',~ 
y~t be linved. But soon tl,e fret bpCll..IDll' ~ert~~~n tha.t ~H~ ]'e'~f'rlf'd 

from.the shore-hls 8trpn~ rft., c'\i(lenUy faiiin~. (1L,l(l'U\Jly he 
WJ"!~! hc.r'l!e hack; iuto the t:el'ceE.t P,H't. of thp, CUl'rcut-p."j,:.wl,t 9t, 

"·'.'t, ihcn mlll"13-1'll}'li<-Hy. Swiftly '~(lrl mr're s'\\iri!:f h~ r..N'''oachC''d 
the "t'uk f)fthe raid r]'('('lp;"f"!-t1lf~ waf(\r~ l:-,.I! hjm nt ll<:'t. t.beir~i 
11I,,_;c1)JuteI1 yli.'tiJrl, alA. madl-.• t:F'~ wld~'lcq 111m on to' {i. ,1h,8" 
1.'1-,')'1;:' f'lIrfl7(>{11'!. ... lJ.i~ Pl'N('il"l'ifl£ cft"{)J'l~~ fo oodtpc, t11r-l-'f. r:'. A 
~rl_\:k('uin~ fe-cling C1UDP (. VI'r the,~ipl)(' ~:t.tO(' ,d]f..'n, jllst flIl tbA h-r'jonk 

of .~:.(' p""l'ipj('C'J ih~ -Q,)nDlAd mfln ,<;.;nruI'g' np (:'OlD the watrr8 

-r;l·,"u' fl'Pill 111'~;1' SllT::'(L'-;·~i:.ing' l.i1l1.~.·lf upright 1l~ a statue, 
",,.1I!1 hi! ..• ~;-.';~ !11!I·$,W:~'11.\ i-I-!I..,ft, ~::d with a l}iel'ci-pg f"'-hri(!k t.ba,1z 

r:J.Lg, 1'''I'U~, 4!1C)vf;, !1t,e~:l.no!!'kinf.\' t'('1l'T' olil;:.I:' rat1.r .. wt., ten l'f!o.:.;: . :pdn 
;"1.,, 7.~~') lr-n~~ll1i '\"J~'1t;'$, :'n" WHS, }, 11Th: 1 (i I'r thr, bT'w-;r .' ~'JP fatpl 
!li'f'r>i,.i('P t We> b"lV(, HI?' r.(;!,'.rt for (,('01111 nt 11p(,n ~he ",(·~.'lPchol,V 
:I.ld I::'-WfttJ p\ .'f, t The [:·,t.p of pnor A.l'"t)'" win add nnot.H:'l' to th, 
In,l.ny r~ '.1 :\,1 Jn~<11 i!lC'idt'ntg :-::lJ"'f>ad:! I·plate.t l!,V tbe ~nldf's at t.he 
:--·Ll: 1,.H"H'l Llj' ~'~.9:' ~ }dll ('J-:~l"'ll ~iiuat:I..' l, J1~r; 1:111 d 'itruggkI;!, 1,1~f~ar­
fd 1 rlpa.t.lt," 1;1 bc. th£' ,II"IOC llJ' many it 1 ,l'll wingot:)l", An.d'V'ildt-Ql'R 
Lfl thp. 111i~~ 'lty catnTr~~ '.,.-ill sedt t}le ~('! pe of the. tl'rribl~ I" 1J;nstl.'O-

I 
phe Ivit1l a ,.;hudderiJ'g r'lrlo~ty, :md "I~ timid and the j. 'o~'iua­
th"e 'Will fnnc.y, iu 1h..;t ilulk of the ('Yening, .hat the.~" ,,~ill hp'!ll" 
abOT8 thA Wl\t~l'S' ro~~ ti '1 C!''trhu Rbri()K: tl.1a.~ pr(-'cer1('d 1he 1- ,tal I plnngo.-lIuff~lo Commercial jdverti.... ., , : 

------- - ------________ .--J 
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