
INTRODU4JTION. 

T.HE Author of these Letters, having been frequently addressed, 
nnd earnestly solicited by a great number of h1s friends, who 

>c•·upy high positions in society, both at home and abroad, to pub. 
~for the information of the Public, h s Correspondence with the 
C~adian Government, on the subject of Emi~Tation, &c., has at 
'l~th been induced to yield to their reiterated reque t ; and in com. 
pltl!llce with their wishes, now presents to the Public that portion of 
'h~orrespondence which is more irnmed ately connected with the 
sul>Ject of Emigration, and settlement of the Huron Tract, which 
da!t·s from 1842 to 1847. 
·'1'1\No doubt but many will very naturally observe,-What good 

can 'now result from the publicaticm of these Letters at this late pe. 
rio~7-to which the author would reply-that the subject matter 
contained and set forth in these letters, &c., bears as much, even 
'"tftis present time, on emigration, and settlement of the waste lands 
in i~nnada, as when they were first penned-and tl'nl there can be 
no_true and genuine intelligent Loyal Patriot living, within the limits 

of the province, who c"l.n for a moment view, with any other feelings 
tli\J those of painlul disgust, the impolitic and ruinous course which 
c•: .. r Ganadian Government pursued during the last twelve years-a 
'· J: .• ne which in irs destructive tendency paralyzed every loyal feel. 
~~- ;n Canada, and caused the current of Emigratiou from the Brit. 

iJiblfland to flow to the Seaports of the United States-not to men. 
~Qa: the vast number of families from all sections of the Province 
:~:-have been yearly removing, for the last thi rtecn years, to our 
.boring rivals, Instance the undeniable truths which are re. 
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corded in the Public Registers kept at the different Sea-ports in the 
United states, during the last five years; whiCh will show that forty 
millions of pounds sterling (principally in gold) were carried there 
by emigrants from the United Kingdom of Great Britain. When 
to this is adJed the vast strength and wealth which that already ofer­
grown Republic is receiving yearly from Canada, the subject be­
comes painfully melancholy, and truly harassing to the feelings of 
e.very true and loyal patriot in Her Britannic Majesty's Dominions 
-even to contemplate-more particularly when the im!nense and 
valuable resources of this hitherto ill-fated Province, arc duly con­
sidered and born in mind-so many million• of acres of fertile soil, 
in a salubrious country such as :he Huron Tract containing twenty­
two Townshtp~, is "ell known to be, the greatest part of which re­
mains at this very day in a state of unproductive wildernes~.--:'i'he 
author's fond<st hope, and most sanguine expectation, wouid be 
fully realized should the publication of this work be the means of 
calling the serious attention of the inhabitants of the Province to 
the different subjects npon which it treats; and induce them here­
after to adopt such measures as in their wisdom they may deem best 
calculated to prevent a father extension of the evils that have alrea. 
dy so evidently resulted from, and are still growing out of, the unbe­
coming apathy (to use the mildest term) which·has been hitherto ob­
served on the part of the Canadian Government, with respect to this 
nil-important suhjcct,-cmigration nnd eettlement of the Waste 
Lands of the Fruvince, upon which the future destiny of Canada, 
wholy depends-whether it will continue an integral portion of the 
British Empire or not. 



EMIGRATION TO CANADA· 

Montreal, 25th April, 1842. 
My dear Rir, 

I have been this moment informed that you are in­
vested with authority to plnnt a Colony in the Huron 
Tract. I hope this report is true, and in that event I 
shall feel anxious to compare notes with you, as I am 
about taking measures preparatory to escorting a number 
of my Highland Friends both at horne and ab1 oad to 
the Shores of Lake Huron this season. The class of 
people who will accompany me as well as those who 
are making arrangements to follvw are of a high order; 
-we shall have our own Ministers, Schoolmasters, 
Doctors, Surveyors, and tradesmen of every description, 
such as may be required in settling a new Colony. I 
have made a Tour through the Huron Tract last summer 
and satisfied myself touching the valunble resources of 
that portion- of the wilds of Canada so far as to induce 
me to come to the dekrminatioi1 uf settling there for 
life, provided that I shall receive any reasonable encour­
agement ftom Government to whom I am about applying ; 
but as you are,u.s report su.ys, invested with the Com­
mission of settling that Country, I shall await your 
answer before doing so. Let me therefore intreat 
that you will be pleased to convey me your views and 
sentiments soon after you recei\'e this as possible, in 
order that I may take my measures accordingly. 

My claim on your friendly pulse as a countryman 
and an old acquaintance induces the hope that you will 

A 
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favour me with a reply at your earliest convenience, 
and with sentiments of the highest consideration. 

I remain, my dear Sir, 

Your's truly, 

To Colonel Fraser, ~ 
&c., &c., &c. S 

RoB'T McVrc.u. 

Fraserfidd, Glengarry, 30th April, 1842. 

My dear Sir, 

I had much pleasure in receiving your letter of the 
25th instant, as it affords me great satisfaction to hear 
that you are likely to become a settler in the Huron 
Tract as well as that you will direct the description of 
Settlers to it that you mention, which if you do, cannot fail 
to give the settlement a character equal to any part of 
theProvince. I think about 500 Scotch will follow me 
from Glengarry several of whom have been seeing the 
Country, and on their return have disposed of their 
property even at a nominal price. 

As you have been there, I need not tell you the 
advantages it has in its fine climate and excellent 
Fisheries. My present undertaking with the Government 
is the settlement of Owen Sound to which a road has been 
opened last year from Oakville, and a plank road will be 
made to it from Lake Simcoe next year. 
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There are about 23 Townships in the Tract the whole 
of which I expect will be under my superinteridance ; I can 
therefore assure you that I shall put aside a Township, 
Fronting on the lake for you and your followers, in which 
I shall take a lively interest. I pnrpose leaving this on 
the 20th May, and should be most happy could you make 
it convenient to accompany me, so as to make your choice 
of a location for yourself, not an acre has yet been granted 
to any person and I am fully authorized to dispossess all 
squatters which I shall undoubtedly do, as l feel confi­
dent they have taken possessio<J of what appeared to them 
the best situation. The price of the land has been fixed at 
8s. per acre, Cy., Cash. I shall, however, have it in my 
power to grunt poor settlers that may wish to settle on the 
roads leading to the Sound 50 acres each ; say a family of 
three sons 21 years of age, who with their fat.her, might re­
ceive 200 acres gratis: it is my intention to erect Mills 
where the Town is laid out and I shall bestow on persons 
of Capital good Mill Sites in convenient p!aces throughout 
the tract. I shall be glad to hear from you and will thank 
you to let me know how many settlers I may expect to 
follow you this season, a.1d how soon. I think the best 
route at present will be by Lake Simcoe as the road and 
water communication are good, besides there are up­
wards of 500 settlers in the Townships of St. Vincent. 
on the map called Zero, to which a good road from 
Lake Simcoe has been made. When the Plank Road 
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is finished, one day may bring us from Toronto to the 
spot. 

Believe me to remain, 

Your's truly, 
ALEXANDER FRASER. 

Rob't McVicar, Esq. 

_____ / 

Montreal, 9th May, 1842. 
My Jl'i<l' Sir, 

It i·: with feelings of the most unf<:igned pleasure I 
t;,•,,, np tho pen to acknowledge the receipt of your very 
kind and friendly communication of the 30th ultimo. 
The invitation therein contained to accompany you to 
Owcu Sound I most cheerfully accept, and if s;:>ared• 
will iJ,, at Fraser's Field on the 19th inst. I would huye 
r,:plicJ to your favour at an earlier date were I really 
not overwhelmed with a pressure of business of a naturo 
so serious to my ulterior movements as not to 'leave me 11 

moment to spare to address you, and even tv this late. 
hour my mind is so involved in the winding up of my. 
private affairs in the province, preparatory to our con. 
templuted journey to the shores of Lake Huron, that I 
am unable to convey to you my opi!1ions touching tho 
arduous and philanthropic undertaking in which you have 
embarked so satisfactorily as I would have wished;, 
however, when we meet I shall submit to your consid. 

flration all my views and plans candidly and sincerely; 
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In the meantime permit me to ussure you that so fat· 
as the utmost exertions both of my mind and body are 
capable of, to further and promote your views as well 
as the best interests of the Colony, I shall be unwearied, 
and you may at all times under any circumstances 
safely rely on receiving my most cordial co-operation 
and support, in thi.l adoption aad execution of every 
measure calculated to raise the character of the settle­
ment above that of any other in the Province of Cano.dn. 

Immedio.tely after -YOLii' Letter n:-ached me I opened nn 
extensive corresponde;Jce with the different sections ot 
this District, and circumstantinlly explained to the In­
habitants thereof the superior quality of soil, advo.ntage 
of climate an! productive fisheries of the waters, of the 
Huron settlement together with its numerous water 
privileges for l\Iills and Machinery of every description, 
&c., and in order to direct the cout·se c•f the emigrant.; 
coming out this year to the settlement, l have employed 
competent persons in Quebec und Montreal to give 
them the necessary instructions us to th0 route by 
·w-hich they are to proceed to Owen Sound. I have also 

secured the best services of all the Steam Boat Captains 
and Crews plying on the Ottawa Waters, to instruct 
and advbe all classes of people travelling to the Upper 
Province for the purpose of settling there, to proceed 
direct to the Huron Settlement. Report states that 
nearly 500 families from my native Island, (lslay) are 
c~;~ming out this year, all of them will doubtlessly proceed 
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to the settlement direct, as the whole host of their 
relatives and Countrymen in the Townships of Caledon, 
Esquesing, Thora, and many other plo.ces in the vicinity 
of Toronto, as well as all the Highlanders, Crews of 
Boats, &c., employed on the Waters to and from this 
to and above Toronto will repair to the Huron Settle. 
ment this ensuing autumn and winter, and should they 
find the picture which I have drawn ofthat interesting 
pat·t of the country correct, and meet with ren.sonable 
protectior{ dul'ing the first two yen.rs from Government, 
thousands of their friends and countrymen at home 
will follow them next year ; hence the necessity there is 
of taking the necessary and timely measures to obviate 
the possibility of the poor and destitute families who go 
there this season, suffering next winter from the want of 
ti>od. The fisheries of Lake Huron are sufficiently 
prouuctil'e to enn.ble the Government at a mere nominal 
expense to procure any quantity of Fish tha.t may be 
required to feed ten times as many families as can be 
expected to settle this year. I should therefore most 
respectfully but candidly, offer it as my opinion, that it 
would be advisable for you to direct your early attention 
to the important object, in taking precautionary mea. 
sures to ensure the certainty of having one, two or three 
Fisheries established in different parts of the Lake, on 
the same unerring system as the Fisheries at tho 
Hudson's Bay Posts in the Indian Country. These 
Fisheries I wotild superintend myself at least for the 
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first season, and for the effectual accomplishment of this 
object it would be necessary to take one or two expe­
rienced fishermen from this Province. I have already 
partially engaged one who has been for eight or nine 
years employed as head Fisherman in Lake Superior in 
the service of the American Fur Company, and who 
is perfect master of drying and salting Fish iu all the 
departments required. Sho'l lJ you deem it proper that 
I should employ this individual at moderate wages for 
the year have the goodness to say so, and I shall 
secure his valuable services at once, and by your direc­
tions will gladly provide the necessary supply of materials 
for nets &c., &c., which will amount to btlt a trifling 
sum ofmoney. As to the exact number ofactual settlers 
that will follow me this season it is impossible for me 
to say, but I have no hesitation in stating that in the 
event of your investing me with full power, holding out 
reasonable encouragement to the stranger to draw 
settlers to the Huron Tract, you might safely calculate 
on one thousand settlers a year for a number of years 
to come. No confidence can be placed on the miserable 
useless sort of Emigrant Agents at present under 
Government pay in this Province, and I have much 
cause to apprehend that many of the same class are 
holding similar offices in tha Upper Province, to the 
manifest injury of this Country; and I may, without 
any fear of contradiction add, the destruction of thousands 
of industrious families who were compt:lled to quit their 
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homes and that of their ancestors by direful necessity, 
in the expectation of finding that protection ·in the 
Wilds of Canada under the fostering wing of the British 
Government which their own native land so unnaturally 
denied them. The views of these office holders do 
not extend beyond the consideration of the yearly salary 
which they receive from the Government. Beneficial 
advice and instruction to the forlom stranger who visits 
the shores of Cann.da in search of a horne they are 
not capable of imparting, because they do not possess 
the necessary knowledge of the resources of the Coun. 
try, un·d much less benevolent traits of character to 
enable them to do so. It cannot be therefore reasonably 
expected that such persons will take the slightest interest 
in the wc]f,tre of tho poor broken hearted stranger. 
To the voice of distress they evince a callous indifference; 
in consequence of meeting with such frozen nnd icy> 
rcccpti,,n at the hands of the officers of the crown, 
those p,,,)r strnngers become weakened and disheart. 
cned, mi5ery and starvation ensue, and from this source 
thousands of industrious and Loyal British Subjects 
after visiting our shores, are left to their unfortunate and 
malancholy doom, to wander about from one place to 
another in search of employment or a home, till at 
length their little all is exhausted and in the last gasp 
of despair, as the only alternative left them, hoW' 
repugnant soever it may be to their British feelings, 
throw themselves on the protection of the Ame1ican 
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Government. By this criminal neglect our strength in 
this fertile colony is weakened by making it a nursery 
to supply the Army and Navy of the United States 
with the best of our British subjects. 

Viewing the important task which you have under. 
taken, the settling twenty three Townships, in all its 
bearings, tendencies and relations, it appears to me ev­
ident that there is an absolute necessity for your employ. 
ing an Agent to secure from the grasp of the Vultures 
employed by the Canada Land Company and conduct 
to the Huron Settlement the different flocks of Emi­
grants expected from the old country this and following 
seasons. In the absence of a more qualified person to 
perform the duties of this important appointment I beg 
to tender my feeble but frieridly services. 

Reserving to our meEting on the 19th instant, further 
remarks and suggestions, I remain with sentiments of 
the greatest regard, 

My dear Sir, 

Your's most truly, 

RoB'T McVIcAR. 

To Colonel Fraser, ~ 
&c., &c., &c. S 
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Cornwall, lith, May, 1842. 

My dear Sir, 

I was this moment handed your letter of the 9th in· 
stant, and I am much pleased at your determination of ac 
companying me to Owen Sound. I shall not leave before 
the 22nd, therefore if you are up by the 19th or 20th it will 
be time enough. On the 21th I make my final arrangement:, 
with the Government, and which day I trust we shall be 
able to make a good one. I have already engaged an 
experienced fisherman on whom I can depend and several 
others of the same ca,t II' ill accompany me, so that it 
may not be necessary at present to engage the person~ 

you allude to. I can no doubt procure twine at Toronto(] 
and in the event we find the Government liberal I agre~ 

with you in opinion that an active person should be em. 
oyed to direct Emigrants on their arrival to the settlemenj 
at once. A 11 this we shall bo propa1·cd to submit on 
going to Kingston. 

Your's truly, 

ALEXANDER FRASER', 
Rob't McVicar, Esq. 

My dear S:r, 
Montreal, 20th May1 1842. 

It is with feelings of deep regret I have to acquaint 
you that circumstances of the most unavoidable necessity 
over which I could have no controul, places it beyond my 
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power to accompany you to Owen Sound. Being deprived 
of this pleasure has proved most painful to my feelings ; 
I shall however, follow you the very moment I can leave 
this place. The long pending litigation in which I was 
engaged in Quebec is at length decided in my favor, 
holding forth some prospects of my ueing able to carry 
to the new settlement ::;ufficient means to support my family 
for at least a few years. This new cktnge in my favor j,, 

the cause ofmy detention here. About the lOth proximo 
I shall hope to have all the matters connected with this 
important case completely wound up, and accompanied by 
some followers will proceed direct to the shores of the 
Lake. I have already shipped off several respectable 
families with instructions to take the route by Lake Sim. 
coe-1 hope you will overtake them and direct them to 
the Townships you intend for myself and f0llowPrs. To 
your own friendly judgement I leave the selection of the 
Townships. Ihave printed cards of information and in. 
struction which will guide the stranger to the spot of their 
destination. Before leaving Fraser's field have the good. 
ness to address me so that I may know where to find you 
when I do move up. I would also feel thankful by your 
imparting to me the actual extent of the protection which 
destitute settlers m1y expect to receive at the hands of 
(he Government, in order that I may act accordingly. 

For your information I subjoin a copy of a letter 
which I have this moment received from my Brother. 
Pray are those who settle on the shores of the lake en-



14 EntiGRATION 

titled to 50 acres gratis? if not, I fear the distinction will 
operate injuriously against your views. As I shall be ad .. 
dressing you ere many days I shall close these-hasty linea,: 
and with the highe:;t regards I remain, 

To the Honorable ~ 
Alexander Fraser. ~ 

Rob't McVicar, Esq., 

Sir, 

My dear Sir, 

Your's most faithfully, 

Ron'T McVxc.AR. 

llfontreal, 30th May, 1842. 

I understand from· many sources that you possess a 
thorough lcnowledge of the capabiliti.cs cf thewilds of Ca. 
nada West, and that you are taking an active and philan. 
thropic interest in sending Emigrants to settle there under 

the protection of the Briti,;h Government on the shores of 
Owen Sound. I have long had reason to believe tha.t the 
Huron Tract would prove ua eligible home to the indus. 
trious or monied surplus population of the old country. 
It will only want a few yen.rs steady support and fostering 
care from the Home Governmeut, with the active local 

ns3istnnce of well informed and enterprising men in di. 
reeling the tide of emigration, to become one of the richest 
Jewels in the British Colonial Crown. 

That these views may be the more effectually carried 1 
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into execution allow me, though a comparative stranger 

to you, to tender you humbly a few hints of advice, and to 

plead as my excuse fot· such intrusion, my warm wishes 

for the welfare nnd happiness of my fellow-man, knowing 

that such feelings will touch a responsiYe chord in you,· 

bosom. 

It will be of the greatest advantngc nnd brndit, both 

spiritunlly and tcmporai:y to your new ;;dtlcment, to muke 

early arrnngemeuts for scclll ing i\1 ini:cters of the Gospel, 

and competent SL:hool Tear hers. Yqu ougnt also to se­

cure well qn~diiiLLl ;\k.!ic:,l men to look after the bodily 

W'lnts and di:;cascs of your settlers immediately upon thcit• 

arrival; of thi~ you must at once see the indi~r:•:IBihle 

ncccssit..-. Ji y0u couU induce the Government to secure 

to me such remuneration as might induce me to lcuYe my 

present practi;::,,, and insut e me the means of supporting 

myself nnd family I shall go with you, and if all turn out 

as I expect I cun bring out from Banff and A hcrclccn. 

shire, in course of the :'cconrl yc[\r, at least from 80 to 

100 families with plenty of means and appliances t,J boot. 

· Vv'it!t regard to rny own te';ti:nonials of ch:uaetct· 

and competency, I buvp only to say that I haYu ber·n 

upwards of cigi,t years in the north of Scotbnd and four 

years here, in the full cxcrcis'; of my profession; and, if re­

quired, can prucluce satisCtctory certific<ltcs from many ur' 

tho most respectable indi1·iduals both at home and bern. 

\Vith rPg:ud to professio~tal C'.1llcation I ha1·e only (,J rd(·r 

n 
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to diplomas now in my possession, or to the records of ab. 
erdeen, Edinburgh, and London Colleges. 

If you should think of e;:nploying my services, be 
kind enough to grant me as early an answer as is possibly 
convenient, in order that I may be able to make early ar. 
rangements to meet the occasion. 

am Sir, 
Your most ob't Servant, 

AL. ScoTT. 
To Rob't McVicar, Esq., 

22nd June, 184 
My dear Sir, 

Notwithstanding I took all the trouble and pains pos­
sible to see the Honb'le Mr. Sullivan in the course ofthc 
day, I regret to say that I failed. He goes up to-morrow 
by the stage, and I shall meet him at Lachine where I shall 
communicate all to you. 

Your's truly, 
ALEXANDER FRASER. 

Mr. McVicar. 

Montreal, 23rd Jun(', 1842. 
My dear Sir, 

Colonel Fraser left this yesterday for the express 
purpose of meeting Mr. Sullivan atLachine, who, it ap. 
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pears is invested with full power to close a final settlement 
or complete an arrangement with the Colonel touching the 
settlement of the Huron Tract. The terms and consider­
ations ofthe Colonel are so severe that the Government 
seems to evince an unwillingness to comply with them, and 
it is my opinion that an arrangement between them will not 
take place. I shall hope to receive a despatch from him 
(Fraser,) to-morrow, conveying every particular which 
may have taken place between him and Mr. Sullivan, and, 
in the event of no arrangement having been effected. be­
tween the parties, in that case I would wish to consult you 
as to the propriety of my following the Governor General in 
order to have a personal interview with him in Quebec. It 
is to be regretted that the Petition was not presented at an 
earlier date; it is now, however, too late to complain and 
we must do the best we can. Will you have the goodness 
to say- when it will be convenient for you to favor me with 
an interview, and with every kind wish believe me, with 
sentiments of the highest consideration, 

J',ly dear Sir, 
Ever your's truly and faithfully, 

RoB'T McVrcAR. 
Lewis T. Drummond, Esq., 

To the Editor of the Montreal Herald: 

Sir, 
I feel assured that a fellow feeling will induce you to 

devote occasionally a column of your widely circulated 
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journal to the publication of a few Letters intended humbly, 
but with ct heart warmly devoted tu the happiness and the 
be~t inkrl)sts of my fellow-men, to draw the attentiiJn of 
tlw pub~tt; in general but more p:nticularly of the nu. 
merous Emigrants daily disembarking on our wharves, 
to the subject of E:nigr:tli m into Canada. 

When the Unit:~d Kinguom of Great Britain and 
Ireland, is groaning under the weig!Jt of a population too 
!lnmcrotH to be ~llj>ported on their native soil, it would 
argue a want of loyalty <twl philo.nihnpy, in :lily British 
subject intim::ttely ~,r·q,ninlcd ,,·ith the resources of Can. 
ada, to w;thlFJ!d ft•otn the G'wernmcnt and the people, 
a full development of all he knows regarding its easy 
capabilities of becoming a prosperous and happy home 
t,) all Emigmnts, willit1g and dc;kt·mined to live under 
the sway of the British sceptre, and a nursery for rear. 
ing up S'JtlS, who both on .flood end field will add fresh 
sttcngth to the parent country, and bind new laurels 
around the Briti~h Crown. 

During last summer, I travelled over a large portion 
of the Hmon Tract for the express purpose of devel­
oping its ''arious resources, and, after a careful examina· 
tion of the capabilities of the soil, with the signal 
advantage of the genial climate, for the purpose Of 
agriculture, and of the Waters for tho esta.bli;;hment of 
Mills and Fisheries, I feel it my duty publicly to record 
my belief, that, with a few years fostering care from 
Government, and proper management on t·he part of 
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its Agents, the Huron Tract is destined to become the 
Garden of Canada West. 

In my next I shall enter into details. 

I remain, Dear Sir, 
Your ob't Servant, 

RoB'T McVIcAR. 

To the Editor of'the Montreal Herald; 

Sir. 

Another season has opened upon us, and the tide of 
Immigration seems to have set in towards our shores 
with increasing force. 

The redundant population of Great Britain and 
Ireland must find a channel in soma direction or other • 
and British North America holds out the greatest 
inducements. Thousands of Immigrants have already 
landed on. our wharves, and in all prob:1bility tens of 
thousands are yet to follow ere the close of the season. 

This might be a source of the highest gratification 
to every genuine Patriot, who ardently desires to see 
the connection between this country and the parent State 
fixed more firmly, by the prosperous settlement of 
persons who, if I may so speak, have been ejected 
from the land of their nativity, for want of room o1· for want 
of employment. But the question is painfully forced upon 
our minds. Is this likely . to be the case under the 
present system of things ? Alas, the answer is apparent, 
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The experience of years is thrown away; and 
the year forty-two finds us as destitute of any system by 
which the great ends of Immigration may be attained, 
and the interests of all parties consulted, as we were ten 
years ago. It is true that Immigrant Agencies have 
been established, at the principal landing places under. 
the auspices of Government, and sums of money ex. 
pended that leave no doubt of the good intentions of 
Government on the subject. But the question stilf 
recurs, how far the interests of Emigration are served 
by the means and money at present set apart for that 
purpose 1 

The present system, if such it should be called, 
may be briefly stateJ: It consists in printing a number 
of hand Bills, and posting them up in conspicuous 
places, directing Emigrants where the Agent's Office 
may be found; in putting a few advertisements in the 
Newspapers, soliciting information from persons at a 
distance, and, in sending poor Emigrants to their des. 
timttion ; and when the Boatmen have pushed off their 
Boat, and the Emigrant is gone from among us, so that 
we no longer ~ee his wants, nor hear his cry of distress, 
the feeling seems to be, that all that is necessary is done 
for him. But where is the Emigrant's destination? Alas, 
who can tell ! Docs he know it himsell~ or is the 
Emigrant Agent more_: wise ? Does he know it? no, Sir, 
neither of them can tell. The Emigrant, generally 
speaking, is driven to seek a home in this distant region, 
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either by immediate necessity, or by gloomy foreboding 
of coming want. 

Few come to Canada for the purpose of spending a 
fortune, but many are induced to come in the hope of 
acquiring one, but in what particular way or place the 
fortune is to be made, is a subject upon which the 
Emigrant has scarcely ventured to bestow a thought. 
He arrives in Canada with very little knowledge of 
the Country and with less capital. He finds himself a 
stranger in a strang; land, without resources, and without 
the necessary information to enable him, to turn his time 
to the best account. Then the poor Emigrant feels the 
sad reality of his position. He applies for counsel at 
the Agency Office, and he is there told he can be forwarded 
up the Country. He has pr?bably heard some one say 
that By-town, Kingston, or Toronto is a good place, and 
this is eno•Jgh to induce him to proceed to the plilcc, to 
which his hopes !:.ave been already directed. But here 
he finds himself surrounded by Thousands who, like 
himself, have been attracted to the good place, the shu. 
dow flies before him; thus, Mr Editor, Emigr;l_nts are 
tossed about from place to place, along the great tho. 
roughfare of the Province, without any fixed purpose, and 
without having their minds drawn to any fixed object, 
till sickened by disappointment, many cross over to our 
neighbouring States, while not a few, sink under accumu­
lating misfortunes. 

I :;;hall resume this subject with your permission, and 
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shall in "future Lettet·;:, point out the deficiencies in the· 
present sydtem.· I shall also suggest a system of Emi:" 
gration w:tich I trust shall be found to be strictly practical~ 
having for its object, the permanent and prosperous settle. 
mont of all industrious Emigrants, and at the same time, of 
fc~lly securing the interests of all parties concerned. Emi• 
gration will prove, if conducted on a proper basis, the 
so;-erci;,;,t r0medy for our politicaJ di.,;o:cl~r. It will relieve 
Great Brit:.tin and Ireland of a useless and redundant 
population, and pt·ove the Sheet A ncb 1; of the parent State 
by which, this Colony will be permanently and indissolubly 
counected to it. 

I have the honor to be, Sir, 

Your obedient humble Servan~, .. 

PHILANTHGOPY, 

To tho Editor of the 1\Iontreal Herald : 
Sir. 

In yom Journal of Thursday, I was pleased to find a 
long and sensil.Jle Letter on the subject of Emigration into 

this Colony, signed '·Philanthropy." I enter fully into"your 
Correspondent's views as far as they extend, regarding the 
protection and instruction necessary to be afforded by Gov. 
ernment, to all Emigrants on their arrival at the Ports of 
· Quebec and Montreal. The agents at those Ports, capa. 
ble of directing the tide of Immigration into useful channels, 



10 as to meet the liberal intentions of Government in set­
.ling the\\' aste L·Jnds of Canada, must be act iYc', intelligent, 
·1nd Philanthropic men, well acqu:.~iu!-.:d 11·ith all the sections 
and resources ul the country; who, thus qualified, will be 
1blc to direct nE'~'iccl settlers to a.lvantagcous locations, 
wd with neccss::try G J\·ernment fund~ placed at their 
3ommand, to furward ck.>titutc lmmi;;rants comfortably 
to an eligible destination. 

It is not at By-Town, l\ingston, or Toronto however• 
that either of these Emigrants will find it most ad van. 
tageous to rem:tin, no; from my int:rnate knowledge ofthe 
Huron Tract, and of the ltbcral Terms on which Govern. 
ment have decided to settle that part of its possession, I 
sincerely advise all Emigrants, cspccblly Agriculturists, 
to proceed to Ov:.cn S.Juad without. delay, as soon as the 
Government has caused to be su rveycd and laid out con­
venient Lots of Land, on which the sdtle:r can immediately 
commence oper~1tiorF, to build EJr hit;Jsclf and family a 
house and home, with bn..ls in his power, to clear for the 
rece_ption of the seeds of next year's Crops. Government 
has fixed the price of its lands, to those who can pay for 
them, at Ss. per acre, but to families destitute of means, who 
may chose to settle on the line of roads leading to the 
shores of the Lake, Government will grant to any young 
man over 14 years of age capable of wielding the axe, 50 
acres ofland, say a family of five sons who with their father 

will receive 300 acres in one block, but I would recom. 
mend to the Government, to grant to the venerable parent 
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100 acres more, as a provision for the wants of his de. 
clining years, and a support to the female members ol 
his family. The title deeds for this bonus. I should strong. 
ly recommend to be granted, after the expiration of the first 
year's possession, provided the settlers have within that 
time, cleared readyfor cropping a proportion of 6 acres 
to the 100. These terms are certainly liberal on the part 
of the Government, but its agents must be strictly watched, 
and when found incapable of discharging the duties ol 
their office fur the public good, let them be discharged, 
and their places filled by men competent to meet the 
requisite responsibility. Allow me here to quote a few 
extracts from a Settler's letter dated Norval, 17th June, 
1842 :- l 

" I remain as I was when you saw me here, out 
" of pay and out of business. The Government owes me 
" £62 lis. lid. The settlement, for advances out of my 
" own pocket, for the public-good, owes me about one 
" hundred pounds, and all monies having been kept back 
" from individuals by government, is much to the hurt of 
" the pro:::perity of this soction of tbe Colony, and renders 
" repayment to me in tbe meautime impossible. I hope 
" you will intercede for me, as I would like to get into my 
" old situation. My sons and I will go to the Bay, and I 
" think as many as 20 Families will follow us, but I shall 
" make no movements until I see you". 

" The fine Saw Mill you saw in progress at Arthur 
•• has been allowed to stand still and do nothing, ever since 
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' October last, upon a mere quibble of dispute betw~.;cu 

' the agent and the person who leased it." 
" No sales of land allowed here, and many a man llad 

' to return with the money in his pocket in consequence. 
' Many a fine loyalist had to return from this plncL', 
' Arthur, without having had an opportunity of acqll!r ing 

a lot of land while real rebels of the worst kind, gut 

' some two, and some three lots each ; this is a !Jard 
' saying, but I think him no friend to government whu 
' would not expose such conduct." 

Previous to the receipt of the above, I had advised a 
:reat number of families, each possessing from £200 

o £600 stg, to proceed to the Huron Tract in the firm 
1ith, that, whatever lands they wished to purchase would 
.t once be apportioned to them,-you may imagine the 
•ainful nature of my feelings, when I contemplate the re­
:eption they are likely to meet with. l\Iany others who 
ave arrived here since, in equally good circumstances 
have been obliged to shun, in order that I might not be 

~mpted to mislead them. That is bud enough, but sup­

ose the passengers of any one of the six vessels, lately 

eported, as taking in at Greenock a full complement of 
~migrants for different ports in America, in such a state 

f destitution, as to depend on public Charity for the 
1eans of subsistence on their voyage aeross the Atlantic, 
rere landed on the wharves of Montreal, what earthly 

rovision has been made for them ? I see nothing ready 

> meet them but misery and starvation, but it is time 
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to drop the curtain upon such a lamentable picture, and 
to implore the Government to look behind it. 

Mont~eal, July, 2nd, 1842. 

My uear Sir, 

I am, Sir·, 

Your ob't 3ervant, ~ 

A SETTLEI 

Fraserfieltl, 7th July, 18-12. 

Your Latter of tha :2n 1 inst:wt anu tlut of the Com. 
missioner of Crown Lands was received by me yestrr. 

day, anu I lose no time i11 scudi:1; yuu a copy. From 
its contents, you may judge lww unplells::tnt it is to Lc 

kept in a slate of suspense. I could not find the ~lon'blc 

W. Sullivan pi·evious to my leaving J\Iontreal, neithe• 
did I meet him at Lachine, else I woulJ have written !1 
you. lVIy own opinion i,1, that the Council will deter 

miue to keel' the new scttl_0ment under their own mis 
management, rather 111:,n grant me the conditions I hav 
asked, and without which I ~hall not undertake it. Und.~ 
these circumstances, it will be more prudent for you a~ 

I to refr:t in from holding out any encouragement to in 
tending sc:ttlcrcJ to that part of the Provillcc. The rna, 
ment the tlcc i'>ion of !he Council is eommunic~.ted to m! 
I s\1ctll inform you of the result ·~ 

Believe me to remain in haste, 

Your's truly. 

ALEXANDER FRASER· 
Roh't !He Vicar, Esq. 
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Crown Lands Department, 4th July, 1842. 
Sir, 

I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of u 

Letter addressed by you to His Excellency, on the 21st 
of June, 1.':3~1::!, which has been referred to this department; 
and to acquaint you that as it embraces so much new 
matter, it cannot be disposed of without submittini! it to 
the consideration of the Council, which canr:ot l•c done 
until tho members re-assemhle at Kingston. 

I have the hr:mor to be, 
Sir, 

Your most ob't servant, 
JonN DAvw.soN. 

1. The Hon'ble Colonel FRASER. 

Jicntrc al, 1 Cth July, 1 .<! 2. 

My clear Drummond, 
Ha·;ing we::uicJ my very soul Ocl~ of patience "\'.-ctit­

ing your return, now t:mt you have arrived will y.-,,l do 
me the favor to say at what l1o::r ths cvr;ning or to 
morrow morning, I can have the pleasure of seeing yotl, 
as I have much of importance to communicate. 'fh" 
Government will not grant the extent of Colonel Fru-­
scr's demand, collS(:CjLlently he will have nothing furtlw1· 
to cl'J with the Huron Tract Settlement. Thcr< '· re hun-

.: 
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dreds in the field about soliciting what he has refused. His 

support he has promised me. My wish is to see his 
Excellency in person. On this point your advice is in. 

dispensable and no time is to be lost. I sincerely trust 

your amiable mother and Cousin are enjoying the blessings 

of good health, and with every good wish, 

Lewis T. Drummond, Esq. 

I remain, 

My dear Drummond, 
Ever your's most truly, 

RoB'T. McVIcAR. 

To the Editor of the Montreal Herald: 
Sir, 

When Luke Huron nnd its tributary streams nre 
teaming with fish, in such abundance as at a very trifling 
outlay could easily be made to supply thousands of set. 
tiers, with not only a healthy but a luxurious meal, and 
the surplu3 produce of the Fisheries made a valuable 

article for exportation ; when the Shores of the Lake 
and the adjacent country are c:1pable of yielding, to the 
Agriculturist, an eligible field where ho may reap o. 

rich reward fot' his industry, and when the Home Gov· 

ernment holrls out to the starving thousands, who can nei. 
ther find employment nor room to enable them to live on 

their native soil, a readily availab~e and happy home, ia 
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this part of the British dominions, on the liberal terms 
mentioned in my last letter ; every right thinking man 
must wonder and deplore that so many hundreds of Emi. 
grants are daily landed on our wharves, and afterwards 
huddled together in such masses with such miserable 
accommodation as is sufficient to breed a pestilence, and 
that our ProYincial Government does not see the immedi. 
ate necessity af providing a safe and quick transit for all 
Emigrants to the place of their destination, where lands 
ought to be ready to be apportioned on a day's warning 
to both the nnniecl and the poor settler. · 

The distress I have to drry witnessed at the Emigrant 
Sheds h1s incluced me hurriedly to pen the foregoing re. 
marks, and my only motive for so doing is the ameli. 
oration of misery to my fellow men. The same feelings 
prompts me to suggest to the Government the necessity 
of its interference, in protecting the public against the 
accidents which so frequently occur from high pressure 
steam Engines. It has long been known that the danger 
of bursting between high and low pressure Errgines is as 
4! to one. Your details of the awful and heart rending 
circumstances attending the Llowing up of the Shamrock 
yesterday, must plead my excuse for troubling the Gov. 
ernment with the above suggestion. 

Yon will soon hear from me again, mean time 
I am, &c., &c., 

A SETTLED. 
lOth July, 1842. 
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Montreal, 19th July, 1842. 
1Hy dear Drummond, 

l W<lS twice at yonr office ycsterd:1y. At the time of 
my first visit you were cnge1gcd, at my second you were 
absent at comt. Your contemplated itttcn'iew with his 
Excellency will, I am satidicd, b8 productive of much good, 
not only to L:y F' rson:,l ink rests but aLco to the thousands 
that are QOW starvi<'~ on our shores, as wc11 as to the hun. 
drcus of I~Hnili_:, who, po:c:scsoeing mr_' :ns, I IL,rc betn 
in5trum·clltrll in sending to tltc Huron TJ ''ct tltis season 
and wh,J, qftcr ex peri cneing much toil and misery, accom. 
pained with hc:wy and rc -"'-' tiutE expense were u:llkr the 
ncc.:u:s;ty of returning in consequence of the Government 

. Agents there having neither the [lO\Yc:r, nor nrobably the 
''ill, to locate them on lands\\ !Jich they \len: both willing 
and able to pay for c: .. :il down. It is a lamentable state 
of thing~, that tlnt fine Tr:,ct of Lund on the shores and' 
vicinity of Lake Uuron lies dorrnant, and bus virtually 
been a dead Letter to the Crown, sbcc it wus p1Jrchased 
from the Indians during the administration of Sir Francis 
Bond Ileud, whereas by judicious management during a 
few years, it might become the most important and valu. 
able Section of the British dominions on the Continent of 
America. Do draw the immediate attention of his Ex. 
cellency to the "Letters of the Settler" in the Herald news 
paper, and to those in the same paper signed " Philanthro. 
py" and to the Editorial remarks. I am pledged to 
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upwards of a thousand respectable families, both at home 
and here, to see them comfortably located in the land of 
Promise. A reasonable renumeration for my services, 
sufficient to support my family from the appearance of 
want, is all that I look for. Should the Government feel 
disposed to meet my moderate views, I have no hesitation 
in pledging myself, if spared life and health, that before the 
expiration of ten years from this dute I will have settled to 
the satisfaction of t:1c Government and the perfect comfort 
and happiness of t:1e s:)tt\crs Cl'ery acre of the Twenty 
three Townships in the Huron Tmct. Touching referen­
ces a3 to character, experience and capability for the faithful 
discharge of the arduous duties of an undertaking of such 
an important nature, please to direct the attention of His 
Excellency the- Governor General to the narratives of the 
first and second land arctic expedition under the command 

of my friend Si:- John Franklin, now Governor of Van 
Diemans Land. Also to the narrative of Lieutenant Ingal 
commander of the exploring expedition via the River St. 

Maurice. in the Sum:ner of 1829, and if further reference be 
required application can b3 made to 

The Hon'ble Matthew Bell, Tltree nirers. 
" " Baron Grant, Montreal. 

" Alex'r Fraser, Gle11garry. 

" " Alex'r Grant, L'Orignal. 

The NcNab of McNab, Ottawa. 
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-- ~-------------~-~~--------

Peter \Varren Dease, E;q., Commander of the ex. 

pedition to explore the North West Passage. 

Alex'r Buchanan, Esq. Qncen's Conncil, Montreal. 

The mernbcrs of tho Be~r of Montreal, all the inhabitants 

of the County of Two l\Iountaim, mn Jng whom I resided 

for Ten Y c;:~rs, and to tho Inlnbitants of all the Scotch 

Settlements in C::unda West. 

I f,:cl convinced that all your prin:iplos are based 

upon a ho:utficdt wi~h to d.J :;JJJ to yo~n· fcllo.v creatut·cs, 

the>u.;amls of who:11 arc at this moment sufrcr:n2: under the 

scorpion boll of neglect an J absolute w.1tJt on our Shores. 

and tk1t you will nJt w;t:,t;JlLl fto.n His E~~:clloncy the 

information which it is in your power to illl;nrt, so well 
calcubtcll to enable l>i m [J accomplish th~ important ob. 

j0ct of his mi;Jion to this h;tllCrto neglected and convulsed 

Province. 

For 111y own put, I am as I hare C\"C'r been ready 

&nd willing to c ;po·1 ''c t!J _. c:nH·: of hum cili 1 y, and to CX•"rt 

c\'cry energy of mind unci nerve of body, '' i th which God 
has endowed me, in c:n,_k:tw'L~:ing to amelior:tte thE: ltc:.trt. 

rcndi~ distress tu,_kr the pressure of which so m::tn) of 

my fellow L2ing; arc now grounlng. 

Soliciting the fu vor of a few lines from you at your 

earliest convenience after your interview with the Gover, 
nor Ucneral, 

I rennin, my dear Drummond, 

Ever your's faithfully, 
Lewi~ T. D:ummon~, E-;q. RoB'T l\1cVrcAR. 



TO -CANADA· 33 

Kingston, D.;ccmber, 7th, 18,12. 

My dear Sir, 

I arrive,] here on Stmday evening, and called on 

my friend Mr. Buche:te, the D.::puty Surveyor General, 

with whom I am Hayin:s. at t\18 Bnrdi.lz Hotl3:; of 1\Ir. 

Warry, Wdlingtoa B.1ilding~, WPlli11gto:J. Street. On 

l\10:-d.\y rn:Jrning I pro2~c L:! t-J the GJ\'o>rn1w~nt House, 

nnd lnJ a long interview w:th my fr;._,_.,,_\ C 1:•t:1in Bagot, 

I w.1>extrc:11~1y SJI'l')' tJ t1d [L; E:;.;]];Jn:y Sir Chul'les 

B~<g•Jt ln:l been sJ ill 0:1· F,·i] 17 tlnt ihJ f<un:ly and him. 

self th·1:t:;:Jt he was dying; h'lwcver, o:i:~cc t:1c:1 he has 

been daily g'li:1ing strc1:_o:th, ar,J C 'l'~':1 D ':i >t i:1~omwd 

me the1t he WB ghJ to h:;ar of my lJ.i:·,~ here, !Jut l:i~ 

Physician thought I had botlC!' defer sccin,; l:im f,Jl' a day 

or t'I'>.J. L'ldy and t!v :·,]t,;,r;s R1:r,:1t Wc:·,c. Y .. ·ry bed and 

friendly. I cal.cd th2rc ag1ia ycsi·~~-d '::twice; \\·hen he 

he expressed the l:itFlcst anc.:i•;ty to pr,,:-:1otc my iDtercst 

us m:J·.:!l us he c:.tn. I find be n·.~L: s:tw ·nor h'.::.rd of 

your application, he t:rinb it will be rlc·<irable for me to 

proceed to Toronto an J seCl y J:J and the hnd, attp re­

port to him if it is salubrious and L·ce f:-,,:11 Swamps, 

which he is informed js one greu.t fault ; however, he Bays, 

he should depend upon my judg:ment -of it. I have men­

tioned the appointm;nt of an E.H 'gra•./ ~!l~;-ont and stated 

your experience, qualifications and merits, and from what 

I can learn I think you m:.y have an annu ,] Grant of 

Land in addition to the fixed salary ; but this is to be pri-



3! EM!GRATIO~ 

vate as no appointmcmt will be nnde at present. Col, 
Antrobu;; fix'"rl to write me an orrler on Capt'n Jones, the 
Provinici<tl Secretuy, f<~r my account of£ 17 4 4, but 
he not b.::in;; here C.1pt'n Bagot wc~it:l his return from 
Montreal, and it havin_s cost me to Kingston between 
£1 and £) more tlnn I expected, h::~ving to travel by 
sleigh after setting out, I shall feel much obliged by your 
enclosing to m2, per rctu rn of post, 15 or 20 Dollars; and 
pk;Bc to write particular:y w!Jc:tLer you will meet me at 
Toronto, or if l shall proceed to your farm. If you could 
aLo scnJ the stick for His Excellency I think it would be 
a gratifying remembrance to !Jim. Do not f,til to enclose 
to mo, anJ write per return of First Post; hoping you 
found Mrs. l\Ic Vicilr aa.J y•_•u; family all well, with best 
respects, 

I am, my dear Sir, 

Rob't McVic~u·, E~q., ~ 
Vilbge of Norval. S 

My dear Sir, 

Your's respectfully, 

J. Tll\IMIS. 

Kingston, 15th December, 1842. 

After a long interview which I have had with Mr. 
Morin, of the Crown Lands Office, and naminrr the dis. 

"' appointment which numerous families and individuals 
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experienced who were invikd to the I-Imon Tract for 

Settlement by the r•.'l".'-''c'ntativcs uf the Honorable Co­
lonel Fraser and hi5 :\::;,>nts fr>•ll no agent b,·ing there 

authorized to receive the monies. for such purchases us they 
chose to make, and locate th•"m 011 the Lands ; and that 
there arc now };)8 to ;2JJ i1::·:1d-; of F:m1ilics at St. An­

drews and its Yicinity '~'aiting in SLI.'fl''ll'<', since my 
arrh•ul, orders ktl'~ bco:n given for the im:nr.,Ji tlc survey 

and laying out of 12 Tow:1,hip'; and as I h:tvc named 

your great ex~l,_'rience anJ jul:;.n 'nt in stL:!l matters, 

and named that you w0u:CI under\ 1ke an agency, I am 

told you must m•kc applicu.tion, if you reu.lly wi.'h it, for 

altho' Cap. D1g •t will <eXtort himself to promote my views, 

and a request from him Ius its prn;J<:· r weight, the Go­

vernrnnt y:~u must know will n.1\ be tri(hd with. I have 

the satisfilction of ,;ccing t!!u.t the Town;; hip:: or" D.1got, Peel 

and Yimmis\•'!Wll, is lai.J out, ::tn•l my fl i '[]•] n.Juc:hctte is 

now occupied b? the Town of B 1got to _bo immediately 

laid out- I w:·.:.t•3 Y•~u last W•_Tk of my arrival, and to 
know if yDu wi ,:!w l mJ to pr.xeed to Toronto, and also 

requesting you to oblige me with 15 or 20 Dollars per 

return of Post, as Colonel Antr.,bus' S<1lary is not yet 

receivable, and you have not attended to any one request. 

You will oblige me by enclosing the above amount of 

Cash, and name if you wish me to proceed to Toronto as 

according to the Governor's wish we may judge of tha 
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L'lnd from the Timber. 
the needful, 

Waiting your attention with 

I am, dear Sir, 

Your's respectfully, 

JOSIAH TIM!i!IS. 
Uob't 1\fc Vicar, Esq., 

Kingston, December, 30th 1812. 

My dear Sir, 

Your favor of the 20th is duly to hand, 
and I presented your order upon Mr ---,"Who says 
he willp1y it as soon as he can and s·1y3 he has written you. 
I h:1v·~ l_,:cn dc;irous to procut·e Aylwin's intere~.t to pro. 
mote my applications to the Council, and as he met me 
on my retmn on l\lo:1day from the Government House 
and very cordially invited me to visit him, as he ho.d heard 
of my king here, I have since been with him at !tis house, 
nndthis morning accompani~:.J him to his office, and had a 
long discussion with him, in eompo.nywilh 1\Ir. Lafontaine, 
to urge the i mmcdiatc Sun'cy of the Huron Tract, and 
the inefficiency of the ngents now there, and the tender 
of your sen' ices to undertake that most important d!lty. 
They wished me to sec 1\lr, Morin again, the Commissi. 
oner of Crown Lands, with whom I have since had a long 
eonvcrsation ; he was extremely courteous and promised 
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to promote my views in any thing that will benc!it thll 

Province • I read to him an extract from your letter 
discribing the fertility of those parts, with which he wa~ 

much pleased, but stated as there was an Agent at Owen 
Sound and another at Garrafran, you had bettei· look •:over 

one of the Townships that you thought best for your 

friends, and m:tke a written application to be laid bcforu 
the Council as the appointment would be one of gt·c:>te r 

responsibility than you seem aware of, and large sutm of 
money will be paid into your hands. The Council S~lY 
you will have to give securities to the customary Amount. 
Col'n An~robus has not yet sent his order on Capt'n Jones, 
and of cour~e I s!mll have to wait the arrival of my friendil 
here. I must thank you for your Polite invitation to your 
dinner party, but wish to finish the business in hand her9 
before coming on to your place. I am very glad to in­
form you that the Governor is recruiting in health very 

nicely. I wrote your Brother to accompany me to your 
place a fortnight back, and he seems as prompt a corres­
pondent as yourself, for there is no reply from him yet. 

With respectful compliments to 1\Irs. Me Vicar and 
your family, as well as to yourself, and wi~hing you a 

happy New Year, 

I am, my dear S:r, 
Your's rcspcctiull;", 

To RoB'T 1\fcVrcAR, E~q. J Tnuns. 
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Iiing~t~n, January Gth, .1843. 

Dear Sir, 

I had the pleasure of seeing Captain Bagot 

this morning, and am very glad to inform yon that hit 

Excellency is getting in pretty good health again, he has, 

gone out in his sleigh. I find there are such numerou.,. 

application for the Crown Land Agencies; and those for. 
Arthur and Sydenham Townships being already filled; 

from the Commissioner having handsomely promised that 

you shall have the choice of any Township you wish, 

as mentioned in my letlet· to you, as there are 8 mora 

Townships on the road laid out between Sydenham and 
Arthur ; you had better determine on one, dnd come herB 
on receipt of this; as 1\Ir. Bouchette will kindly give you 

every iuformation on his maps ; and it is likely he will 

go to the Suguenay below Quebec very soon, and I intend 

to accompany him. I thin!: the next Township to Arthur 

will he Lest for you, as you might have. your store tl1ere, 
nnd for your fiohing you could purchase a 'I'own Lot:-for 

£:) at Owen\; Sound, u,JJ place your Brother there or 

else Do Ia Ronde. 11r. -- has not bcc.:n ahle to pay your 

order; but his brother, C::tptain --is corning clown from 

Toronto to collect his freight accounts, and you had better 

come with him and he will furnish you with such funds 

as you want. Now I must request your immediate attention 
to this, or else Mr. 1\Iorin will give the appointment to an­
other ;and I perceive by your Brother's writing that he is not 
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Competent. I therefore shall exp"ct you on return of the 
Mail if Captn.in -- has set out, and Lring any documents 
with you that nny promote your interest, also do not forget 
the GovemJr's stick. There is about to DL: some change 
in the Council. I find I am too btc for this d:ty 's ~I::t;l 
and h::~vc therefore been to l\Ir -- to see if his Brother 
had arrived, and he appears to thillk from your nc,c;lccting 
to write him, as you aught to h::~ve done, that you may be 
t;Jo c::~rt:k.::s or indolent to atteml to your interest here with 
the GuYcrnment, after all my exertions and applic::~tions 
fvr y.Ju: sll·YLld this be Ihe case, as I shall not now come 
on to Toronto, I must request you to write me per return 
of P, st, s~.ch excuse as you judge proper, to cx•)nerntc 
me from any blame in form::dly applying to the Co1mcil 
for you, as Capt. E:~got was yesterday very inq:Lisitil't~ 

if your judgment of land was to be depended upon. I 
feel that my honor and credit are at sta];c, iu having re­
presented your qualific:~tions and competency in such 
s-trong terms. 

Mr. Eouchette says that the mouth of the Sauginc 
River Townships will be kst for you, now lying out. 
Relying upon seeing you per return of Mail, 

Rob't McVicar, Esq., 

D 

I am, dear Sir, 
Your's sincerely, 

J. TrliJM:.' .. 
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Kingston, 16th January, 1843. 

Sir, 

Having taken an early and lively interest in the wei. 
fare and prosperity of the new settlement, at present form. 
ing under the auspices of Government, on the Shores 
of Lake Huron, and been actively employed during the 
whole of last summer in sending settlers there, I beg 
leave to tender my best services as an agent to settle with 
respectable families one or more Townships fronting on 
the lake and bounding on the Saugine River. Having 
traversed a considerable portion of that countl'y made 
me acquainted with its soil, fisheries and resources. 
Touching respectability of character, talents and the ne . 

. cessary qualifications required tci discharge successfully 
the important duties connected with an appointment of 
this high trust and responsibility, permit me to solicit 
reference to the accompanying documents, also to Sir 
John Franklin's narratives of his first and second Land 
Arctic Expeditions, and the narrative of Lieutenant In. 
gall, 15th Regiment of foot, of his Exploring expedition 
via the River St. Maurice, during the Summer of 1829. 
Should any further recommendations be required, refer· 
neces can be had to 

The Hon'ble Matthew Bell, Three Rivers. 
" " Baron Grant, Montreal. 
" " Col. Alex'r Fraser, Glengarry. 
" " Alex'r Grant,, L'Orignal. 
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The NcNab of McNab, Ottawa. 
Pet<:r vVarren D~~sc, E>q., Commander of the ex. 

pedition to, and Discoverer of the North West Passage. 
Alex'r Buchanan, Esq. Queen's Council, Montreal. 

The members of the B:.tr of Montreal, all the inhabitants 
of the County of Two Mountains, among whom I resided 
for Ten Years, and to the Inhabitants of all the Scoteh 
Settlements in c~rB.d~ "\'?est. 

I am acqtnlnted with the English, French, Gaelic 
and Indian L"'\:::'·':::>=s, and am also a practical Farmer. 

I have the honor to be, 
Sir, 

Your most obedient Servant, 
RoB'T McVrc.\R. 

The Hon'ble. A. N. Morin, ( 
Commissioner of Crown Lands. S 

'Kingston, 22nd January, 1843. 

Sir, 

I trust that the subject of the present application will 
justify the liberty I thus take in addressing you a second 
time. My domicile is in the Village of Norval, a distance 
of 214 miles from this place. From thence I was called 
down here by Mr. Timmis, merchant in Quebec, for the 
express purpose of waiting upon you, and receive my ap-
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pointment as agent to settle one or more Townships in 
the Huron Tract, as you will see by his letter to me bear. 
ing date }.)th instant. 

The painful disappointment which I experienced at 
not finding an appointment open fot· me on my arrival 
here, can ue more easily conceived than described. In the 
present state of the roGds, the journey from and to Norval 
i'l hara~sing and dangerous, not to mention the heavy 
expense unavoidably attendant on so long a route. I 
have a large Family to support, and my circumstances in 
a pccunhry point of view are not so good as they were 
a few years past, I am therefore but ill prepared to meet 
disappointments and expenses of so vexatious a nature, 
particularly after the trouLle and expRnse I was at during 
bst summer in sending settlers to Owen's Sound. Under 
these considerations may I solicit the favor of your having 
the goouness to oblige me with a reply in writing to my 
letter of application of the 16th instant, in order that I 
may br; enabled to take the necessary measures in di. 
reeling the ulterior movements of the numerous families 
who where and still arc making preparations to follow 
me to the Huron Settlement. 

I know how unrc::tsonable it is to trouble you with a 
communication of this kind, at a time when you are over· 
whelmed with business ofimportanco, but your own expe. 

rience hath long ere now taught you that how trivial 
soever the affairs of a private individual may appear 
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to the public, they are still of importance to himself and 

every one expects to escape neglect. 

I have the honor to be, 

Sir, 

Your most obedient humble Serv't, 

RoB'T. McVrcAR. 

Hon'blc. A. N. Morin, ~ 
Commission:.r of Crown L<tnds, 

Kwgs\(l{l. 

Government House, March 6th, 1843. 

Sir, 

I brg to forward to you the papers. &c., belonging 

to Mr. McVicar, which I have read according to your 

wish, and which bear testimony to the high character of 

the owner. The Governor General's state of health quite 

prevents me bringing his case under notice I regret to say. 

I am surprised and annoyed at seeing some letters 

-from a Mr. Timmis to Mr. !\fc Vicar, who appears to have 

made usc of the Governor General's name and my own 

in a way tha.t he has not the smallest authority, and most 

perfectly unwarrantable, never having seen him at King. 

ston but once then without reference to any thing he states 

in his letter. I feel it necessary in consequence to put 

myself in communication with Mr. Morin, the Commis. 
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sioner of Crown L<~nds as he may have taken the same 
liberty there, and I recommend you to guard Mr. ~fcVicar, 
against his placing too much confidence in him. Should 
i\Ir. Me Vicar not be going to leave Kingston, I would 
gladly see him if such should be his wish. 

I have the honor to be, 

Sir, 

Your humble and obedient Servant, 

H. DAGOT. 

To Thomas Hammond, E<>q. 

Rob't McVicar, Esq., 

Sir, 

Kingston, Jllarch 18th, 1843. 

Having witnessed such scenes of misery and distress 
for many years past among the poorer class of Immigrants, 
who nre by far the greater portion of the number that 
yearly land on our shores, as were indeed calculated to 
harrow the soul of every philanthropist, and call into action 
every feeling of deep sympathy in their f1vor, I have 
been led to investigate the cau"c, and to endeavor to dis­
cover an antidote for those evils which, I am sorry to 
say, are daily on the increase. After mJture deliberation 
nncl close application to the subject, I find that no less 
than a simultaneous burst of public indignation is likely 
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to rouse the authorities of the land to ml,)pt mea,;urcs 
for preventing a recurrence of the evils of the past; there. 
fore, Sir, the sooner something can be done fur that 
purpose the better. I te~ke the liberty of addressing you 
on the subject, hoping a~ the friend of the child of advcr. 
sity, from the interest which you have always taken in 
the Immigrant's welfare, and the settlement of the waste 
Lands of the Province by a hardy and Loyal population, 
that you will use all your aGilities and inOucnce yourself 
and every effort to enlist into the service, men of talent 
and influence from every part of the Country, in order 
that overwhelming evidences may be pi'Oduced to expose 
the folly of the present system, if such it may be called, 
of Immigration, as also the Land selling and granting, to. 
gether with the misarics to which poor Immigrants are 
subjected after arrival here, and the vexatious delays and 
disappointments which thwart the purpo;;cs of such Immi. 
grants as may arrive \\ith some mea11s; delays and disap. 
pointments which eventually induce them to cross the 
lines, to add fresh State and Territories to the already 
too widely extended Republic. As it is my intention to 
trouble you with a series of letters on this subject, I will 
merely draw your attention to a few lamentable facts 
which indicate "something rotten in the state of Denmark," 
something wrong in .the policy presented both here and 
nt home as regards Emigration; a policy which entails 
a train of miseries for years on the poor and ignorant 



EMIGRATION 

• 
Immigrant>, wlw listened to the speechifying syrens of 
Immigration. 1t i> a fact in the first place, that while the 
Colonial G.JVernmcnt sells no land under Ss. per acre, 
and that under stipuhtlons bcycnd thq_ power of the indi. 
gent settler to comply with, having only a few months 
allowed him to pay the whole amount, Agents remun.er. 
atcd by g<>vcrnment, private comp::mics and individuals, 
travel from the Dan to the Beersheba cf the British Isles, 
urging these poor people to lea vc their ancient houses, 
where indeed tlwy find but little encouragement to remain 
nnd Emigrate to the fertile wilds of Cu.nacl:l., where they 
may in a few years li l'e in indc;)('ndance and comfort." 
Endless forests flue and fl'rc;k, s1varming with deer; Ri· 
vers and Lakes ab':•unding with Fis!r, overshadowed with. 
trees, abounding in sug:u growing on land requiring no 
manure, and so productive as to exceed belief, nre painted· 
in such fanciful and fascinating colours and passed before-. 
the eye of the im;~gination, ll"ith such skill and effect as 
almost cnonglr to set the poor creatures frantic with joy 
at theit· expected prosperity. Dot, mark the result; fum. 
ilies divided in expectations of soon meeting again in the 
arms of love and comfort, every thing is sold that is 
not rrqui red for the voynge to p:~y th~ir pu.;;snge, and 
the remaining portion of the money laid out in provisions 

' often less than will serve them on the ocean, in full ex. 
pectation that on arrival in America employment is easily 
and readily obtained, wages ample and money plenty; tha' 
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• 
lands are cheap and easy of access ; terms of payment 

most liberal, and clearing theforest an easy matter; but, 
alas! <•nce bnded at Qut,bec, the delu:sion which drew 

them from home is vanished after being led by it, as by 
the Tgnis.futuus to the boys, and m::trshcs of. troubles and 
difficulties of ::t r,ew order requiring ycrtrs of h::trd ]a. 

hour, present privatiom and future perseverance, reso­

lutions and industry to ovcrcom3, flush with hope and 

confident of immediate commencement to prosperity the 

poor Emigrant leaves his family on the wharf and calls 

on the Emigrant Agent whom he thinks has every pow. 

er of making him happy; but, behold, he is handed over to 
another at the next port, by a line or two of writing, and 

a few pounds of Bre<:~d and Pork, and so on from one to 

another, till tired of going \Vest ward with no better en­

couragement, he sinks duwn in despair, cnrsing the day 
he left his native home, or crosses the line8 to the United 

States, throwin.; off his shoes the dust of his allegiance 
in the face of this portion of the British Empire, vowing 

to ruise his arm against it, whenever a collision takes 

pl<:~ce betwh.t both powers, and why? Because he was 

disappointed at first, and next rejected by the Colonial 

Government, which prefers keeping millions on millions 

of acres in the state of native uselessness, and which may 

be unproductiv.! for half a century to come, than to givo 

the moneyless and working man a few yea•·'s credit, or 

make roads into the bosom of the forest wher~::by such 
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as could purchase land would have a chance of reaching 
it. lhe present system of land granting and selling.js. 
quite impolitic, and very injurious to the pr1 sperity of 
the Country ; it would be far better to warn Emigrants 
from leaving their homes, if they could not avail them. 
selves of the terms which Governmeut offers them, than 
laying out thousands of pounds yearly for their convey. 
ance and sustenance, till arrived far in the West of Can. 
ada where they ar~ allowed t1J scatter lil\e sheep without 
a shepherd, on the mountains of want and dificulty, and in 
danger of f:.tliing into the mire of despair, whereby they 
are forced to cross the lines in anticipation of a better 
fate, and from which place, however willing, they cannot 
retrace their stepa. Thus, Sir, is the Canadian Govern. 
ment turned into a nursery for bringing up hardy labour. 
LI'S and soldiers for their rivals the Americans, all from 
the pet notion that laying out money in making roads in 
the forest is not economic.d ; and that it is unsafe to trust 
the hardy loyal Emigrant with £40 worth of uncultivated 
lund, which land if left so for a century would not be·one 
coppe'r's worth of help to the country. I see that Mr. 
Merritt, in his lc:tter to Lord Stanley, asserts that the pro­
duction of the soil is the true wealth of the country. Gov. 
ernment seems to admit the fact, but does not adopt the 
principle. Leaving this part of the subject for another 
day, let me draw your attention to the misery to which 
such poor Emigrants are exposed, when left on our 
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wharves unwilling to go further, and obliged to seck 
charity when employment is not to be had. Famili••s 
are broken up and scattered over the country annng 
strangers, exposed to every evil temptation never to mr ct 

again with their former innocence. Families young, rr:o­
dest and virtuous, are exposed to the idle gaze ot' the 
profligate and licentious ; and to answer their unfeeling 
and ~mpertinent interrogatories, much to tl:e COI>Ictn:­

ination of their morals, ami finuing themselves disappoin­
ed and left for dJ.YJ and nights on the wharves, feel them_ 
seh·es degraded, and consequently get careless of their 
conduct or character; and hence the great change which 
takes place in their morals, after arrival here. I shall 
leave the darkest shades of this picture untouched until 
another opportunity, as this communic<•.tion is merely a 

rambling introd~ction to a ·series of letters which wlll 
follow. 

I remain, 
Your's respectfully, 

Rob't McVicar, Esq. 

Sir, 

THE TouRIST oF THE IY oons. 

Kingston, lltJarch 21st, 1823. 

Having in my letter to you of the ·::.s inst. broug~t 
the miseries of deluded Immigrants under your nokc. 
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earnestly soliciting your aid in bringing the matter before 
an enlightened public, with the intention of enlisting 

generul sympathy in their behalf; and if possible to effect 
a change in the system adopted by the government for 
the disposal of the \Vaste L::\l1ds in this Province, as also 
to induce the Home Government to take ir1to serious 

consideration the great importance of concocting measures 

whereby Emigration nwy prove a benefit instead of a 
curse to the parent state, as well as to the Emigrants 
themseh'es. I now beg leave to draw your attention to 
a few facts ·which, if y,·dl understood on the other sido 
of the Atlantic, would open the Eyes cf the British Pub. 
lie to see plausible reasons, little thought of before, for 
the alienation of Briti~h feelings which increased by de. 
grecs in this Province fur years, and ultimately burst 
forth in open Rebellion, a Rebellion wl.ich was suprcsscd 
through the loyalty of thousands v. hose British feelings 
drew them round the British Fktg to protect its honor, 
while the usages they received in this portion of the 
empire, were suflicient to overcome the most devoted 
attachment to the Briiish Crown, if that enthusiasm which 
British Subjects feel towards their country's power and 
glory did not, in a peculiar manner, outvic that of most 
other nations. Facts, Sir, which would satis.factorily 
explain the cause of that inveterate enmity, which thou. 
ao.nds of british born Subjects living in tire United States, 

bea1· towards the Government of this country. Great 
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indeed, must the loyalty of that man J;le, who can with­
stand fo1· many years wm;t, misery and neglec.t, in the 

land of his adoption, and that land British; while fo­

reigners receive the cordial support and patronage of 

high oflicinls, in posts of honor and lucrative situations, 

in preferenc~.- Great must the loyalty of that man be, 
that stands the brunt of nathnal ingratitude and scorn for 
years, and the dfnials wLid1 cause him to seek a liveli­

hood in an enerny 1s country, and swear fealty to a foreiga 
power ; \\'hose :';!grl'ssiolls were repelled by the loy:Jty 
of his forefathers, 1dwse blood has been sacrificed :1t 
the shrine of British Gtory, and is forced to say C0ncern­
ing thi.,; Pro\·ince sornl'lLi,1~; similar to what our Saviour 
said to this wo1+l. Phc•; hunting loyalty finds favor 

and support ; Foreign speculators- meet with <ncour­
agement ; and Anti.l3ritish feelings, lncrative berths nnd 

places of honor ; but the lcyal son of a loyal British 

subject cannot get ~ place to rest his head on, nor a foot 
of land on credit, if he happens to be poor, on which to 
employ his strength, and by industry realize comparative 

independance, by which in a f12w years he might twcome 
its legal possessor, increasing not only b-,t[l the true w::nith 

of the country and the demand for British Manufactures, 
but the Power of the British Nation. lt is a fact, Sir, 
which defies contradiction that, once, U ppcr Cnuada stood 

a monument of British Loyalty and of unparalleled attach-

E 
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ment of a neglected Colony to the Parent State, unequalled 
in the history of latter days; and yet how are its defenders 
treated, and their friends and countrymen used, on seeking 
an asylum here from the hardships which they suffer in 
their native land, arising from a superabundant population 
and scarcity of land for cultivation? In reply, I may refer 
you to the Act of Council which puts the waste lands 
beyond the reach of the poor Immigrants, being tanta­
mount to prohibitory duty on all Loyal or British i:iubjects 
which the public Statesman, the Patriot and the Philan. 
thropist endeavour to introduce for the double purpose 
of relieving their distress at home, and for the other 

beneficial purposes I mentioned above by wl1ich means, 
a liberal system of L:tnd granting or selling, and by the 
expenditure of a few thousand pounds yearly, in getting 
the Immigrant's interest watched from the time he leave~t 
liis rtncient home, till settled in a new one here, a second 
British Empire of a loyal and contented mce, glorying 

in the fame of their fathers and their father-land, would 
be formed or created here ere many years, whose power 
would equal its parent worthy of a Crown, and a King 
of England's Royal Blood to wear it ; an Empire, Sir, 
which would, following the steps of its parent, spread 
honesty ar.d honorable principles, moral and religious 
sentiments, the spirit of improvement and adventure; moral 

and political integrity, together with the blessings of arts 
and sciences, and civil and religious liberty over the 



TO CANAD.ol. 53 

\V estern \Vorld. But it would appear, Sir, to a casual 
disinterested observer, as if the minds of the present 
rulers of the land were too contracted to harbour any 
idea, as that such would be possible, but it appears to 
me from the experience which I have had in the matter 
for twelve years past, as if it were the thing most to 
be dreaded even under every restriction which can be 
put on its progress. I could have mentioned many who 
have fallen victims to the notions of certain 0 fficials of 
the Colonial Goremment regarding Emigration, and many 
more whose praiseworthy endeavoms to settle the \Yild~ 
with sturdy and even wealthy settlers, were frustrated 
througi1 stumblin;; Llocks thrown in their way by some; 
of the Govern;nent's Officials; but I need not go further 
back than the settling of Owen's Sound, and the Lands 
by the Garrafraxa Road. How many thousands, Sir, 
have Leen disappointed and disgusted with the manner 
in which that has been conducted 1 how many thousand 
enemies to British power :;nd rule has it made of loyal 
subjects, and how many more is it making daily? With 
what feelings of indignation, do all men of honor or of 
honest principle receive the intelligence that such shuffling 
has been used between Government and its Agents, as is 
capable of depriving the poor man of not only the prom. 
ised chance of purchasing the 50 acres adjoining the flO 
of free grant, but the Grant itself, and all the labour and 
expenses laid out upon which, opportunity is to be taken 
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u.dvantnge of in the poor Em::'r:int's not being able \() 
pay edt down, for .the said acljoini;1;; CO r;r:t·cs. £leavens! 
is suclt conduct understood in tltc lc;:st Ly the poor Emi. 
,.:;ra:Jt at lwmc? cert:cinly nr,(; ::lui' was it Ly 1:w wliC·n I 

cncon> a.r:ccl them puLiic::.- t 1 c.w, · ~:Hl take G•.h·ant~,gD of the 
offrcr. 'vVhat will b·c their tli:;:.:p;ni:Jtt:x·r:t on ;;rriv:d here, 
r1r the feelings Gfsuch as yuu a::d I, \', !J,, trJc,;.; some pains 
in urging them forw::trd, <•.nrl how nnny Ill Jtc enemies 
\Vill it rn.d-::e to t1.:t-~ B1<1i-~h t·Lttic:1 ere ;ttJCd!er ;:c:lr. Jf 
your r.wn loyalty had not heen or thc1 !Jigkst urdl'r, how 
c·oulri it Ydthstand your,;; ::lp['nintmctJ1.s on fb,ling tlwt of 
tlJ,· l•su thr.l'.F:J.'H.l four i:um!t·,:.d [:;:r,ilie!-l which y••ll had been 
!ll::inly instrumental in L~rwarding to t\1r fJ tHr1n Tmct 
laol year, poscssing wr::illh to the cdl10UI t of J..:350,000, 
L• , :·q··~·nd in purchasing land : nd cultivatit;~ that fertile 
soil, few if nny remuinnl after the sacrifice of' time and 
llll'ans which you 1!;,, '~· m:.dc to the cr:ucc. LrL.l returned 
disappointed and cli::gli· lnl "ith the A~r nts of Govern. 
mr Lt and Govemment itself, wrc·::!:illg Vt'llf:C::nce ogainst 
tiucm and packing up thl'ir all. r·t·e>,sing the lines, crying 
•· \Vhat have we to do with Victoria or the daughter of' 
the Duke of Kent, come, let m pitch our tent in the camp 
of her enemies ; "and 1·o they did, to the present loss to 
the Province of £2!J0,0!'0, brsides n much ''ITrJ.ter loss 

"' on a futther time both in money and protccto1·s of the 
soil, a greater loss by far than the desertion of the soil, 
a gt·eater loss by fur than the desertion of an entire Reg. 
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iment of hired Soldi2rs; but this is the policy of the 
Can._tdicm Government, anJ who dare say nay. The pro­
duce of t:te soil being allowed on all hands to be the ti'Ue 
wealt;l of 1:10 C--JutHt·y, its increllse and its prosperity ; 
hence it follows that the producers, if British subject~, 
b)und by bonds of gratitll'le to the Government are its 
strength and b'JhVllrks, the greatest pledge Britain t:ctll 

have for itl rennining lo,Jg an integral part of h·~rsclf, 
and a guarantee f,Jr empl')ym~nt of her manufacturers at 
home, and her stability as a greilt nation abroad; yet, sir, 
all this is rbl;ed l~Jr the sake of fostering the pet -scheme 
of the Canadian Government, for raising a fund for pre­
tended prcscut necessity by demanding 8.:;. per acn;, for 
the waste bnd tl1cy have to sell, almost down; by which 
m;re m:;n and mJtl'-'Y leave the Province yearly, th:\ll 
would maintain the glory of Bdtain single handed, ere 

but a few yce1.rs in this COlilltry, against any force our 
neighbours could raise, whiclt desertion from the_ Province 
comes two fuld against us another day. 

I have many applications from my native land for 

advice reg:uding Emigmtion, and all I can say is that I 
was inform8d lately at the Crown Land's Office that t!n 
best we1.y of settling the country w,1s to allow it to settle 
itself, by people paying fot· their lands and finding ro:J.cl.; 
for themselvec>. I had at the timz the offer of 800 heads 
of respectable families to settle in the roar of kingston, 
who could pay fur the laud if roads were m(1.de 91.nd agents 
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on the spot, to locate them on the lots apportioned for 
their ultimate destination and permanent homes, none of 
whom will come by Quebec but for the sake of a cheaper 
passage from home, free conveyance and rations from the 
Government till they get pretty far West, so as to require 
little time or expense to re;.teh across to the 'Vestern 
Hemisphere. 

Your's respectfully, 

Trm TourrrsT OF THE W oovs. 

Kingston, 6th, April, 1843. 

My Dear Sir, 

Now that Sir Charles Metcalf has arrived, no time 
is to be lost in submitting to his consideration all the 
documents in your possession illustrative of the important 
object you have in view; and in my humble opinion it is 
quite unnecessary for me to write one word more on the 
subject, or fur you to collect any other information till 
such time as his Excelloncy's opinion may be had relative 
thereto. If the eviuences you are to lay before him are 
not sufficient to rouse the mind of so highly talented and 
so able a Statesman, and according to all accounts so 
good hearted a man, no other effort of yours, or of such 
as feel as you do, will avail anything. I feel so confident 

that his Excellency cannot fail to make further enquiries 
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that I am fully of opinion that you will have ample oppor­
tunity of bringing before him such a mass of informution 
regarding the c·•ils which heretofore were so fruitful of 
baneful consequences to British power in this Province, 
arrising out of an irregular Immigration and impolitic 
system of settling the 'Vaste Lands of the Province as 
will be the means of affecting very important changes, 
unless, he like others before him, may be led to disregard 
truth unless emanating from higher quarters. I cannot 
for a moment doubt that his Excellency is well aware of 
the great importance of the preponderance of a loyal 
population in this province ; the manifold advantages to 
be derived from settling the waste lands, with a hardy 
and industrious people; even should they be all poor, 
but much more so, if mingled with a proportionate number 
of small Capitalists, of which there will be no lack should 

proper encouragement be held out to them. 
The great evil rests in too many of them coming out 

here yearly, and being obliged to go to the United States 
in search of what is denied them here; thus draining us 
of both a physical, mental, and monetary strength, thereby 
gives a compound ratio of power to that of our rivals. 
We have Agents encouraging Emigration travelling the 
British Isles, overcoming the minds of the people with the 
most flowery speeches, containing the most logical whole. 
sale reasoning on the subject, calculated to attract the 
attention of not only them, who gmsp at every thing, that 
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is likely to aff.Jrd them relief through industry, but even 
such as are )ivins- in comparitlve imlependancc, who for. 
sake their native homes in se<.uch of a Paradise in Canad~; 
but what is the result? they meet with disappointment, 

lose all faith in Bl'itish Philanthropy, public engagements, 

and honor; and steer their course to the fur ''Vest sworn 
enemies to the land of their Fathers; and i~ it any won. 

der 7 what have all the Immigrant Societies organi~ed 

through the province done in the cause of those Imrni: 

grants who arrive through the persuasion of eminent 

orators, and on whom they depended on their arrival. 
for guidance, information, aid and protection 7 nothing, 
absolLitely nothing! When they looked for ~uch bodies, 
all the inforlllation which they could find conceming them 
was that they were organized, but never had gone intooper. 
ation !!! Where were the extensive tracts of fertile sur. 
veyed.land, were the Poor were L) have Grants, and the 
men of lll~<lllJ have advantages of purclw.~e 7 \Vhere were 

the Roads leading to the uns~ttled portions oftbe Countugr 
which oiTc·rcd any ch:wce of location to the swarms of 
houscless, ho,11ckss, monC>ylcss and friendless families 
yearly arriring, entirely dependant on the generosity of 

Grn·crnment? why, Sir, all thcso things wore merelyon 
paper. p1·ep:uatoty to being transferred to the face ofthe 
forest. What arc the Emigmnt Agents able to do, to 
whom the Immigrants are recommended and on whom 

they depend 1 nothing further than to inform them that 



there is plenty of Land to be had in the Province from 

Ss. upwards per acre, but in gc'ncral un.-i.:cessable for want 
of Roads. Tit.tt tLc, C tn d t C<1rnpany are able to give 
more fa.vomblc tt-rms t:1 ~n the G.n·urnm.·:nt, from which 
tbey pmch::~-cd their lan• s, and if they pt·,Jcecd 3 or 4 
hundred miles more to the \\' c;t, if they h::~ve no means 
they, the ag,·tth will give them coun·yance and bread 
and Pi!>rk ti'l ,;"'Y arri\'c: there, or t" some Po1 t where 
work nny be had. In the name of all that is good; what 
kind of policy is this, or what is the poor Emigrant to 
think of a country whusc Governnwnt with more than 
sufficient Land to cont.1in the redundant population of 
Britain for centuries, listens with a deaf car to the cry 
of the poor Emigrant, and who through false economy, 
leaves the vast utJtrodden regions of fenile soil unap­

proachable to L~.,th rich a11.J poor! 
I have seen th c:·,l at :1•1111';, sir, in ~,;1 :;h:_;,es of want, 

poverty and mi·•cry ; fu,· I tmde it nty dt•ty to travel for 
two years f<H· th;tt purpnsc in a capacit_v "hich affi)fded 

me access to tLr· Halls of the great as'" II as the Cottage 
of the poor, y t I Jtcvcr saw any thing cap:tl.Jlc of drawing 
a bitter teat• r. ) ll 't :,,, eye fiJr the distrc.os of strangers 

than I have witn<:' ~cd here.* 

* As it may b£~ r:l,-rl'·:('d i.1 a r~mphlr~' t~.Z1t ~.·.·1g pnhlishe.d 
in ·Edinlnlrgh, Oil 1he ('l:·:n~·-c-~ llH1I look plr,cr i,1 :Ire County ,,f 
Bntherlnnd (Scot'n"c'.J c11tiJI, d ''!d.euJ'c Leue~·e, ""tl nltl" u!':h !hero 
has been an a:·cn:r: made i) qupprr·:::;::' their r:T·r•da'I m hy the l·.c<:l 
ogents of that nv\•:r l-••t!~c there was r.o dTL-l. IJ.U('e to contHaJict 
-.uy one soli:nry fact tltorci" contain~d. 
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I have travelled through Canada and the states, and 

I know the general feeling existing on the subject, ami I 
hesitate not to say that it weakens British Power, love, 

and loyalty on this Continent, more than all our rivals the 

states could by any other means effect. I have as you 
know edited a journal in English and Celtic solely for the 

benefit of Immigrants for 18 months, through which I 

could dro.w settlers fur hundreds of thousands of acres 

ye'"rly to the country, but seeing that they came only to 
fill up our nc:ighbour's territories :ll1d increase their com. 

mcrce and revenue to our disadvantage, I discontinued 

it in utter despair, but if you will be more fortunate than 

2uch as followed the same tract before, il \1 ill be a source 
of gt'ati fi,~ation to yourself but of much more iwportance 

to the welfare of the Immigrant and British Power in 

Americct. Tbat you mcty succeed, is the earnest wish of 
my heart, and if my feeble aid may be of any importance 

you shall not fail in receiving it, meantime I remain 

Your's respectfully, 

THE TouRIST OF THE W ooos. 

(EMIGRATION) 

For the British Whig. 

Mr. Editor, 

In my addressing you I would cmphatit:ally call to 
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the consideration of the British public, tho immense in'l­
portance of tho subject of Emigration, upon which llllliY 

useful letters have already been written at different pe­
riods_; yet, as there is a dormant spirit showing itself In 
the Canadas, as to its proper working by a regular syokm 
for the occupation and settlement of the Waste Lands, 
through the opening of Roads, with proper agents to w:1om 
the Emigrants must be referred to have such location of 
Land apportioned to him for his immediate settlement, 
a system which I am pained to find is little if at all atten­
ded to, I would ask what right has the Canadian Govern­
ment, through it~ agents, to encourage Emigration, unless 
they couple with encouragement to the Immigrant, atten­
tion to his wants on arrival here, in forwarding him to 
such land as he may wish to settle either through purchnijo 

or free grant ? 
.Mr. Editor, as I am aware that your attention is 

directed to the well being of mankind, you will not, I trust, 
consider it intruding on any portion of your valuable 
time, that I should hereafter trouble you with commu. 
nications respecting this serious subject, but altogether 
important to the future welfare and prosperity of thiiil 
valuable appendage to the British Crown; 

_\ RBOR!CUS. 

Kingston, 3rd April, 1843. 
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To His Excellency, The Right Honorable Sra CHABLl!J 
THEOPHILUS l\lETCALI', &c .• &c., &c., 

The Memoriaj of P,oBE!tT MeV reAR, Esq, &c., &c.,- at 
present residing in the Village of Nurv:J.l, near To. 
ronto,-Cu.nnclJ. \'I' est, 

HU])liJLY SHEWETII :-

That the w··!l earned reputation ac'luired by your 
Excellency in the \'Urious other portiuns of the Briti'sh 
Dominions \rhich has graciou<ciy pleased your Sovereign 
to confide to your c::tn:, J",Jr a cr:rcful and attentive regard­
to the be~ I interests of t!Jc C1 ll\l'n and the prosperity 
of the community at hi rcc, induces your memorialist to 
~ pprouch your Excellency on the present ocnsion. 

The subject ·,vl,icli your memorialist tllLlS ventures·to 
bring under yom Eve•.· I Ieney's noti.::e, so soon· after your 
nrrival on our shores, is of such Y:1:~t importance as fully 
to plead in cxcme the ab1uptness of his ~·;'J'Cnrunce before 
you, so immediutcly after the cares and fatigues of your 
voyage and to furnish i'n itself a suflicicnt apology. Your 
Memorialist earnestly trusts, in corniPg before you with. 
out the preliminary ceremony· of a pen;onal interview, 
in submitting most respectfully for your Excellency's 
carefijl perusal, the accompanying correspondence, com· 
munications and suggestions, on a matter of such vital 
iuterest as well to the Province of Canada as to the Bri­
tish Empire, to which every sincere Patriot and well 
manning Philanthropist will unite in giving a cordial and 
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candid investigation, your memorialist can truly intimate, 
that nothing but a most Jevoted attachment to the 
British Crawn, a most earnest wish for the prosperity of 
this valuable colony, a deep anxiety for its permanent 
continuance as an integral portion of the Empire, a sin· 
cere regard for the succe.ss of u wholesome Immigration 
for the permanent welfare, temporal and spiritual, of the 
Immigrant, and a fervent i:1terest t~at unfortunate portion 
of his fellow countrymen at horne, who have for years bcv• 
depressed in their circumstances. Nothing but these pow. 
erful considerations, your memorialist would repeat 
could have induced him to address you on such a mc­
mentoiis question which may be treated by others mo,e 
competent than LimJc:if, but by none more zealom, o:. 
more devot~d to its prosperity. These were the rnotiro.·o 
which induced your me moria list instantly to attend to t:.r 

invitation of a confidential friend of His Excellency s;; 
Charles Bagot, to appear here to accept the agency of on-:: 
or more Townships then to be surveyed, in reference to 
which your memorialist takes the liberty of calling your 
Excellency's attention to the communications acldrcs.-.r,,j 
to him by Mr. Timmis, and his Jette!· to Mr. Morin still 
unanswered. But as your Excellencis Memorialist feels 
confident_ that, upon the fair consideration of the question 
depends the misery or happiness of the thousands that 
annually leave the British Shores, he hopes your Exc;ei 

F 
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lency will excuse the liberty he has taken, in addressing 
you at a moment when so many matters of importance 
will no doubt for some time continue to engross your 
valuable time ; and should your Excellency feel desirous 
of acquiring some knowledge of your 1\femorialist's po. 
si tion and standing in society, and the character he has 
hitherto borne in British North America, your Excellency 
will nnd in the subjoined correspondence that he has re. 
sided the greater portion of his life in these Colonies, 
that he had the honor to be connected in a more or lE;ss 
tl<?t;r•.:c with the first and second Land Ar~tic Expe'dition&­
to the Polar Regions, to which the published narratives 
will bear ample testimony, and that during the unfortunate 
commotions and disturbances of 1837 and 18:38, he took 
an active part in suppressing these outbreak~ and main. 
taining the supremacy of Her Majesty's Ct·own in this 
Colony, in all of which lines and positions he trusts he has 
don•c some service to his Queen and Country, thereby 
entitling him to be considered as one whose interests in 
the v,,Jf(u·e of the Province arises from no sinister motivis, 
but springs from a pure sense of loyalty and philanthropy •. 

That your memorialist hag witnessed with painful 
feelings of regret, for mnny years past, many causes 
whose effects bear heavy on the prosperity of the Pro. 
vince, and which still exist although they might be very 
readily and easily removed, causes which if not attended 
to in due season, may prove more injurious to British 
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Interests than any of the political commotions which 
have hitherto o~cured within the limits of the Colony. 

Your memorialist would consider himself wanting 
in-duty to his beloved Sovereign, to the Country of t1is­
adoption, and to the cause of humanity, were he to omit the 
earliest opportunity of bringing the matter before your 

·Excellency, and to submit copies of various documents 
bearing strongly on the subject to which he soiicits sc. 
rious attention. 

That the su:;~,;ct of the disposal of Lands, t]~:;t are 
P'lblic, by sale or grant, and that of Emigration h<1.ve for 
many ye'lrs past ::tltracted much of the public attention 
both in Britain and in Canada, yet in reality nothing has 
been done to re-move the numerous evils to wht·~h the 
thousands of Emigrants who annU1.lly land upJ:-t our soil 
are exposed, nothing to foster a systematic Imrni;t-•'ion, 

or to abolish an impolitic mode ol disposal of thr; ,.,.,, ·.tc 
Lands of the Crown. These evils so tar from diminution 
are on the increase, steadily though perhaps imperce;J­
tibly corroding the very strength of the British Po,::·'r in 
North America, while every attention is bestowed ll['On 

the discQrcl of parties and factions with the benerolcnt 
view of restoring an order of things which will produce 
amity and concord among people of ditferenl origins, poli. 
ti<Os, and fu:lings, and lead to the security of British po·.ver• 
a course which would_more particularly lead to such re. 
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suits and destroy every hope of an asccndency of an anti­
British feeling, is almost wholly ovetlookcd. 

Your Memorialist considers this will be found in an 
efficient system of Emigration, whereby loyal British sub. 
jects might be encouraged to settle in this country, and 
a liberal system of land granting, suitetble to the wants and 
circumstances o.f every healthy, hardy, and industrious· 
Emigrant from the country. The present sy~tem is in 
the opinion of your Memorialist, one ofthe greatest slum. 
bling blocks to the cause of Colonial ;_:>rosperity, and the 
nurture of loyalty and attachment to the Crown, and this 
principally on account of tho l::lnds being withheld from 
the poor Emigrant, unless he is prepared to pay eight 
shillings per acre in Cash, for wat]t of agents sufficiently 
interested in the Immigrant's welfare and capable of bear. 
ing fatigue of mind and body in seeing them settled in 
the remote Townships, from the absolute absence of pas. 
sable roads to and from the princip<~l market-towns, owing 
to these causes thousund.:> of Emigrants and Capitalists 
leave the Province with disgust, and become settlers with­
in the already formidable territories of our rivals of the 
United States; even after tho great majority of them have· 
been provided for and conveyed at the expense of our 
Government to the different ports of Canada West, while 
agents from this Province are traversing the British Isles, 
from one end to another encouraging almost every class 
of Emigrants to leave their native Shores, those who are 
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induced to take such a step, find on their arrival, their 
hopes disappointed, every resolution is paralized, and their 
loyal attachment to their legitimate Government so severely 
tested, that in too many instances they remove to another 
land, elaim the protection of a foreign power, and swear 
fealty to a rival authority. To such an extreme point 
has this evil extended its influence, that no further back 
than last year, over :2000 families which your Memorialist 
had guided to the Owen Sound settlement, at a great sac­
rifice of time and means, have left for the United States 
with means to the amount of £250,000, and deprecating 
the Government of this Province as the cause of their 
disappointment. 

Your Memorialist's feelings on this occasion may 
more readily be imc~gincd than de3cribt d, while millions 
of acres are lying waste, and uncultivated, and even un­
surveyer, contrary t-1 the promise of Government, upon 
which a population might have been settled that would 
have afforded two full regiments of loyal subjects, now 
11eeking a home among our rivals. 

Your Memorialist would beg leave to refer your Ex­
cellency's attention to page 35 of the accompanying man 
uscript. Instead of such neglect and apathy regarding 
the distressing circumstances in which these loyal people 
are placed after their arrival here, every attention should 
be paid to their wants, every care :;;hould b,e taken to en­
courage tqem to remain in ~hi.s Province, and to inpucc 
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their friends to follow them. And this is humbly sub. 
mitted. 

RoB'T. McVrcAa. 
Kingston, April 16th, 1843. 

King Street, April 18th, 1843. 

Captain Higginson's compliments to Mr. R. McVicar, 
and begs to say that by desire of the Governor Gene~al, 
Captain Higginson will be happy to see Mr. Me Vicar on 
the subject of His Memorial, to day at four o'clock, or to. 
morrow, at 11 or 12. 

Rob't Me Vicar, Esq. 

Sir, 

The more I look into the subject of Emigration the 
more I see the necessity of bringing the matter before the 
immediate attention of the Governor General, of making 
the British public conversant with the great resources of 
this country, and witl1 the means and modes to be adopted 
to make them available for the general good both ofEmi. 
gt·ants and the British Empire. When I take into con. 
sideration the hundreds of thousands of pounds periodically 
distributed among the starving thousands of redundant 
population of the British Isles merely fur, I may say, 
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momentary relief, or at most a temporary one, and great 
as these sums are, yet they are scarcely sufficient to keep 
the poor from actual starvation, and no sooner one supply 
for thousands is distributed, than a fresh call under the 
most appalling circumstances is made. I say, when I take 
into consideration the great probability of the continuance 
of the same, I feel ., urprisecl that some effiJrt is not made 
by the British public, on whom such demands fall as a 
voluntary tax of a heavy description, and which is likely to 
continue so, to relieve themselves by degrees of such n 
burden by paying for the passages of so many thousands 

yearly, and applying to the Imperial Government for a 
grant of Land for such persons, or for land on terms at 
least as favourable as the Canada Company now offers. 
But I do not see any reason why two or three millions of 
acres should not be of more benefit to the British and 
Colonial Government given as free grants, or at any rate 
on easy terms to such persons, than to allow such land to 
stand unproductive for a Century to come. The district 
in the neighbourhood of Owen Sound if I remember well 
contain·s nearly ·two millions of acres, where the whita 
man has not as yet cleared an acre, and when I look at 
the vast tract of country lying between the Georgian Bay 
of Lake H•1ron and the Ottawa River, unsettled to within 
a few miles of Kingston, a tract, through the centre of 
which water communication extends uninterrupted, with 
exception of a few portages, to the Ottawa, I feel aeton. 
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ished at Emigmnts coming here to seek Wild Land as 
an asylum from the misery which they suffer at home, 

for want of work or land whereby to raise the means of 
subsistance being refused lam! under Ss per acre, and 
that to be paid within a few months. 

This last mentioned tract cannot contain less than 50, 
0:'0 acres making every reasonable aHowance for Lakes, 
Rivers, Rocks, and mountains as represented on the maps, 
the half of which will not, under the present syste_m of 
land granting or selling, be settled for at least two or three 
centuries to come. Why then should not a road be made 
from Kingston to some point of the above mentioned 
water communications, betwixt the Georgian bay and the 
Ottawa, and give Emigrants 50 or 100 acres all along 
the route at proper distances, say of two or three hundred 
acres, lea l'ing the rest in Government hands to be sold 
to such as mt1y be able to pay for them; many of whom 
no doubt would b0 glad to do so when such settlement 
should take plt1ce, guar:mteeing to lhem labour at a cheap 
rate from th<:~ poor who should be settled there. Why 
should not the. same be done in the Owen's Sound Tract, 

more especially whun by such a system the land in a few 
years would it~crease in Yalue and price, so far beyond 
its present value, as to be sufficient to cover any loss 

which migl1t be supposed to arise from granting or selling 
at a low· rate every three hundred acres on each side of 
the principal Roadd ; should these two Roads be settled 
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in this manner, two extensive fields for operation would 
be opened to t'le poor Emigrant, and to the capitalist 
and speculator. The country would ere many years 
settle far into the Interior, forming a formidable reserve 
in time of war, of able bodied and faithful subjects, who• 
from the present system, are compelled to proceed b<Oyond 
the lines, from whence they may pour their force upon 
us at a future period, for the gross neglect with which 
they were treated on their arrival in Canada. 

I would as!; any sensible man the question whether 
it would be more profitable or beneficial to this Colony 
and to the Empire, to have three or four millions of these 
acres of \V aste Lands settkd by a loyal, hardy, and in­
dustrious race of people to the amount of 50 or 100 
thousand, leaving in the course of two or three or four 
years, six times as much for six times as many, who 
would pay for it, and embark their capital in various 
ways in these regions, than to have those same Lands 
unproductive, while the distant settlements of our neigh. 
bours swarm with disappointed British subjects. 

It is my opin:on it' Government continues the plan 
of allowing the Land to settle itself, that it will never be 
settled unl,~ss tile Americans take the liberty of doing it 
some d.ty wben B,·itain is stumbling over her interest, 
and withdraws h8r soldiery from the PrC>vi nee ; yes, and 
when people ,v;;J get so di.--e:usted at these measure9, 
which deny the i :· c;uotrymen a chance of settling, that 



EMlGIUTlON 

they will be careless in repelling the aggressions of the 

enemy, particularly whea the nwjority of them, may _he 
those very fri,"nds of theirs who left this Province dis­

appointed. \V ould it ·not be a wise policy of Britain, to 

adopt ,measures, uy which she could ~afely depend on the 

number of her yeutm·ti in Canada, as well as on their 

loyalty, without being under the necessity of sellding 

troops from !tome ! would it not be a wise policy of her 

to look forw:trd t•• th·~ day wit :n, by a proper system of 

land sell in•;. "f tn dzittg gcc~tt I;rnneh Roads _into the 

uninhuuikd ft,·;;iu::s, and by suclt other measures as 

would bu f~nHtd ''''l''·dil·t:t by the wi~dom of her nobles, 
she might place a Vice-Ruy of ti;;: l{oyal Blood to rule 

over tlli3 cuUiltJ'y by Lt\\"S suitab\~ tu it, as ruling by 
Guvernors ~· cnu to be any thl.ng but satisfhctory or 
succes' :·ul 'I 

Tl~e·'e nnttcrs wltich f wrote at random, I beg to lay 

before )Oll, that Y"ll tn.•v dige8t tl:r·m pt·opr·rly, and bring 

them iutu nutice in \\'.:i<:h t·VL'r w~y ~ uu may think proper. 

Y. •ttr's l'<'·'P' Tti'ully, 

Tui;: TuiJt:I;T OF THE WooDS. 
Kingst· .. n, 1'3ih • .1 ri?, 18 \:1. 

Sir, 
Hingston, 29th April, 1843. 

In compliance with His Excellency the Governor 
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General's request, imparted through you to me, I beg leave 
to submit for his infornntion the following plan and sys. 
tern; to provide for Irnmigrants and others, and for tho 
successful settlement of the \\' astc: Lands of this important 
Colony, now lying a dead letter to the British Crown, 
which I have embodied in as smali a compass as the 
subject would permit with any degree of clearness, suffi. 
cient to render it susceptible of being properly understood 
to advantage, or used as the Ground \'/ ork of a pl::tn of 
such nation:tl importance, as I feel assured it is in tho 
Power of Government to make it. 

But previom to my introducing m:;' plan to the notice 
of His Excellency, I codc;iJ~r it absolutely necessary to 
explain the evils arising from the wnnt of a regular system 
being established, and that in 'n few words as possible, 
having already had tho honor of h ;·ing it at large before 
His Excellency. Lca·;iug the evils to which Emigrants 

are generally expos8cl, fot· the want of a prop8r syst8m of 
Emigration being adopted in the !\!other Country, from 

the time they leave thdr native homes until they are 

landed in Quebec or Montreal; great as thes8 evils are, 

I shall proceed to point out those to which th8y are 

subjected on arrival here. 
In the first place, they arc landed on our shores full 

of hopes and expectations, dreaming of happiness, enjoy. 
ment and prosperity which they have been led to believe 

were assuredly awaiting them, through the representations 
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made by agents from this country encouraging them to 
emigrate here. agents whom they understood were ap­
pointed by Government or sanctioned by it; and how 
could they otherwise think, when the British Press dai·ly 
pours forth its eulogiums on the praiseworthy exertions 
of such individuals, and the munificence of the Canadian 
Government, which granted to the chief of the Appostlesof 
Canadian Immigration Five hundred pounds for his able 
services in the cause, and when it had been published from 
one end uf the British isles to the other, that Immigration 
Societies were forward in all parts of the province, to act 
in unison with his efforts to make the Emigrants comfort. 
able on their arrival here. But, alas, no sooner are they 
landed on our shores, than ever vestige of their anticipated 
prosperity and happiness vanishes, as, in the first place 
those fertile lands which thry expected would be granted 
to them on terms suitable to their circumstances, are pla­
ced beyond their reach, through the means of the present 
system, no lands being granted under Ss. per acre whether 
it be accessible by road.3 or not, and that Ss. per acre, or 
£10 for each Lot of 100 acres, to be paid down, or at least 
within a very few months. I would here beg leave to 
solicit His Excellency to meditate for a few moments on 
the feelings of these poor and helpless people, who thus 
disappointed after pushing their way up this Country, are 
compelled to seek daily labour at such wages as any one 
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chooses to give them in absence of the Land, which was 
their sole object b~fore leaving home. 

Head;; of Families with their tender babes flocking 

around, enquiring of their parents, at every post they ar­
rive, where was their future home, or bow far wo.s it yet 

away? what must be the feelings of the poor Parents 
when unable to reply, post after post is passed and yet 
perhaps no emp1oymcnt, nig'1t after night passes away 
during which, they sleep on the decks of crowded steam­
boats, or in the bold of crowded Barge~ without changing 
clothes for weeks, and arc finally landed somewhere to 
take up their lodgings gclH:raly in lmmigr::mt Sheds, much 
crowded and full of dtsL~t~c, \\-Len:; they remain until em­
ployment is found fort!:' .~:. 3c:t how is it generally found? 
It is found by breaking up this !Jitherto Lappy and virtuous 
family in pieces ; a son is seut to a distance among 
strangel's, and a drtn::;ilccr yoGn;:;, i"nnocent and inexper­
ienced in the wvrld, is hired out by the month, tlw parents 
know not with wlwm, or with wlnt characters, and the· 
remaining portion are obliged very often to remain bt:hind 
while the Father goes onwtucl to earn their bread. But 
evea hard as this is, it could be borne wilh some degree 
of fortitude if there was any appearance of agnin meeting 

\y winter, around the hearth of a permanent home, where 
even the most simple and scanty morsel could be enjoyed 
with love, hope and cheerfulness; but the present system 

G 
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of Land settling denies 'it. I have here drawn a true 
picture of the state of thousands and thousands of Emi. 
gn•nts, who came here through the representation made 

1o them at home, and who would never have come here 
to suffer as they must do for want of means to purchase 
lands, had they known the true state of things. 

Let me next bring before His Excellency's notice 
::tnother great evil, and that is one which falls to the lot 
of the man of some little means. He arrh•es here like 
the rest with his eye directed towards a lot of land, he 
counts over his ~0, his 30, his 40, or even his 50 pounds 
which he had husbanded c:uefully and probably saved 
with penurious economy, for the purpose of feeding his 
family during winter, and for purchasing a cow, irnple. 
ments oi forest husbandry, and grain to put in the ground 
in spring; but mark his astonishment and disappointment 
on learning that he must pay forty pounds for a lot of 
land, cash down, before he can get "le:tYC to toil" on it, 
or rear a cot for the protection of his family from the 
weather. His hopes are blasted, he wanders from place 
to phce for somCl othel' mode of living. until winter ove1•. 
tJkes him, during witich time (shoulJ he have laboured 
f~Jl· money until then) his all is melted away in idleness 
fur want of lund to work on; in spl'ing, poorel' than ever, he 
resumes his travels westward, inc1etivc in mind and unloyal 
in tiJeli ng. Often a pe !'son of this ,:ort starts at one~ to 
the U nitc·J States, where he can obtain a lot of land fol' 
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.£'20 or £'2:i of the finest quality, requiring less labour in 
clearing, and having the advantage of roads and a settled 
neig:tuuu, hood, as well us th·2 enjoyment of the company 
of m:wy of his countrymen who left Canada froh1 the 
sn me reason. 

The ce'~t evil which I would bring before His Ex. 
cellency, is one which is mo.re hurtful to the welfare and 
pro,perity of this Province yes, and to the United King. 
dom, th:tn to the r.nmigrunt himself; and that j,,, when 
a small capit:t!ist arrives, and wishes to settle in the rcfll' 

Tow.Jship of S•J.:l:_' cc·rtuin post he may feel inclinc·cl to 
choose us hi~ final landing place, and when he finJs that 
there are no roads made through such Township no agent 
to point out lots f.1r him, and few if any settled therein, 
or pmbably the land,; not even surveyeJ, he follows the 
same footsteps with the Immigrant who went htit yea1· 
to Owen Suund settlement, and who returning in disgust 
to Tuwnto, meet with thousands of their fellow countrymen 
possessing ext13nsive l11'cans, then on their way to the 
sam:c settlement, who wearied and b<~ing disappointed 
after hcarin6 th0 report of the former party, retraced 
their steps with them and crossed over to the United 
States. Such is too often the case, and it can be prnved 
that abo!Jt one sixth of the Immigrants arriving here, and 
those chiefly of tiLt! class who posess the most means 
and who would be of the most importance to the colony, 
!eave the Province in this way, and thus enrich and 
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strengthen a rival power. To enumerate the evils 
arising out of the present system would swell this doc, 
ument far above the size of that already laid before His 
Excellency, therefore I will briefly state tint settlet·.~ are 
scattered so far llpart in many instances ror want of 
system, that they cannot help cnch uther in henlth, fur 
less in sickness. They hnve no pre~chc·rs, tc:1chers, IJl' 

physicinns. Fcmnlcs on ccrtr.in occasirms arc, on this 
account, L1mentable sufE"rcrs. The c.ltFe "f reoligion and 
morality suffer by it beyond what people ,-:r·twrnlly hnve 
any idea of. There is a loss oc commerce,· of trade, and 
of milit::try strength in time of war·, or cth"nl·ise, besides 
many other causes too numerous to rchtc. hut which will 
shortly be put before the puolic JJr their itJforrmtion, in a 
work preparing for thr" ]Fr'~':. 

I shall simply rcmcrl\ on this head that the present 
~ystem is quite inapplicable to the condition of both 
this country and the parent stato, and entirely unsuit. 
nble to the wants of th0 great tide of Immigration 
which is flowing yearly to our shores with increasing 
force, I will therefore commence in detnil my intended 
plan of 5ettling the wnste lanrls of the Province, with a 
few preliminary remarks. First, it is evident that it is 
Immigration that made the lands which are now settled 
in Canada so valuable as they now are, and raised the 
Province so high in the estimation of the parent state and 
of so powerful a support to the greatness of the Empire, 
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hence it follows that Immigration, if properly conducted 
and if facilities are afiorded to the thousands that yearly 
arrive, to locate themselves according to their circum" 
stances, will continue to prodLlcc similar and bc;1:~fic:a! 

results. :,lilli:Jns of acres, now lying waste, and un;1ru" 

ductive, will, ere many yc~us, become valuable and the 
province so increased in power and strength and I may sc:y. 
imprc:;,n~ 1 e to a foreign foe; and as happily the Province 
is beginning· to enjoy ct politic'tl rcp.J,c, pctrty and fac­
tious animosities dying gradually ctway, every exertion 
should be m teL:: to attach the incoming. stran::;crs frot'" 
the. parent st:~:c to their nd,Jrtcd country, and to rr. t,,j,; 
both themselves and their capital within it, instead of a 3 

is now the cctse, every thL1; b·"ing kept in <:. state caku:a. 
ted to wean away their uffi:c:iono> to a rival power. If 
the present administrathn Lc.ud on u:;s~1111ing the reins 
of Government, fahe ~ys~c113 and acl.i ·ia existence, it 
it is no reason thctt they should not make such improve. 
ments and rc:renchm,_·nts in this respect, as they do in 
others of lcs31mportctnce. If their pol:cy be, as is set forth, 
t::> govcm according to the wishes of the majority of t!J:: 
people, they cannot surely err in adopting a better sytcm 
of settling the Wild Lctnds of the Crown, than that which 
is now b~r::om3 a crying evil, a rd one which will not fi1il, 
ere mnny years, t'J bring forth di':C1stro:.:; consequences. 
If Immigri1tion is 11:1t required, if the lands arc not intcn· 
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ded to be settled, it would be an act of churity in the Gov. 
ment, to have it published in all quarters of the United 
Kingdom, thut the people might avoid the hc:J.rt.rending 
disappointments and sufll:rings they must meet here on 
arrival, and it is a duty which every well wisher of the 
Empire has a right to perform, to withhold from our 
rivals such vast strength and wealth, as is yea.rly drained 
from it, and conducted through Cc1nada; therefore I would 
humbly suggest to His Ex•3clLncy tl1e fullowing system 
of settling the Waste Land' of the Province. 

1st. To grant to every head of a f~unily from 50 
to 200 acres, according to the number of male adults in 
each family able to wield an axe, and drive u plough, for 
a certain number bf ye~_r:l, free, if not possessed of capital 
to purchase ; allowing the settler sufficient means to main. 
tain his family f;:n· one year and to purclnse implements 
and grain to put in the ground, under stipulations of pay. 
ing for the same in yc trly instalments, after the first two 
or tht·ee years ; when, it mrry be safely inferred, suste. 
nance for the family could bo mised from the Soil, for the 
weakct· portion of the fim1ily, while the stronger might 
labour on the Public Roads or Government vVorks, a por. 
tion of tho time, to pay for the Land. 

2nd. In order to fhcilitnte the settling of the Waste 
Lands, great ch::.nnels for the tide of Immigmtion should 
be opened to a considerable extent into the interior, in 
way of main roads, from the principle ports ou the River 
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and Lake'<, at the ext,·cnJity of which ro:tds, the nucleus 

of settlemen•s should be form··d, where a 't'nwn, or Vilbgc 

Plot would be laid ·out, and a Township or two surveyed, 

in which e1·ery third or fourth lC:J acres should be rr. 

served by G.J\'•.·t·nment for s:t!c:, at a fut:.ne period, when 

the inc rca ·c: of sutt!l'rs and improvements would render 

it valuable, like uncuhi1·::t-_d bnd now in sccttlcd T•:-l·:n­

ships, the propery of C)mp:tnies or Individuals, which 

lots would, ere many ye::trs, be readily bought up by 

small c::tpitalists at more money than four or five such 

lots would obtain ut the first formation of the settlement. 

My reason, for commencing the Settlement ut the f::trthest 

ends of the main Boad·s is, that if once a good ~cttlcmcJJt 

was made tllE'rc, the country, betwixt that and the landing 

pl::tce on the Luke, would sooner fill up and realize high­

er prices to C.•veri~mc·iit. 

3rd. A;:·t:t; of the prc>f'Cl' cnst, should be place-d 

in such Tu"·,,, :lips, with an ns i,;tant each, to p•,itlt out 

the lots to the Immigrc:nh; and such a:;cnts and:· ;;i;i:ntts 

to be paid for !heir services, pertly by land in their re­

spective Tcw:Jsl,ips, on which they were to be pcrmamcnt 

settlers, thereby adding confidence to th; energy of the 

settle.rs, and fulfilling their duty to the Guvcrnment more 

faithfully, with more convenience and less trouble to lhcm­

selve~. Such ngcnts to be men of Philanthropic feelings, 

of energy, m8lltal and bodily capabilities, and fit nPt only 

to point out the lots to the settlers on paper, but also on 

the face of the forest itself. 
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4th. Tv place Immigrants, wh·:J might have come 

from the same section of country at home in one settl~. 

ent for the first year or two, that they might have an 

earlier opportunity of haviug their own teachers and phy. 

sicians, two thin~>, the want of which, are seriously felt at 

first in new settlements, and I may add, more so, many 
years ,,.ftcr, from the neglect of religious and moral cul. 

tivation, as well as the want of laying a goud foundation 
for health. 

C·lil. !" good road to fertile soil is the most impor. 
tant object connected with the Immigrant's location, to 

draw tlwm into the heart c f the forest; for the want of 

which they confine tllcmscil·t·s l·"> thickly settled portions 
near the great thoroughfare on the Lake side; from which, 
on the le<J.st dis:.1ppointmcnt and ii1L:uc:cmr•nt to cross to 
tl~c United Stales, they will have evc;ry ftcility of leaving 

British soil for cvc·.t·. A c.Jtnpetent surveyor with a suit. 

uble p.u::·, accomr•:micJ Ly a rn~n of "c·icntific knowledge, 

should proceed lo sn rvcy the route of such R o 1d ;, 40, 50, 
or 69 miks beyond the well settled parts of the country, 

tht" season l'l'c'\'inu' to its bcit:g- opened fur location, that 
i~ might be ready fur next ye:a'c~ Immigrants. 

\V\,ile the party, under the suvr·yor, ure carrying on 

tlL·it' clutics, it should lJ<c the province of the scientific: 

individual, not only to examine thu n:.1ture of the soil and 
its produc:tions on their. ruc1tc, whither of timber, fr,;h, 

gt·a:c J or otherwise ; its geologir·al and geographical struc. 
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ture, at least along the line of roads and its vicinity; bnt 

also, to see that tile s~id surveyor and his party pro~ecute 

their business encrg•'tic::dly and Ctithfully; as from the evils 

now arising, and the losses that_ hav8 been sustained by 

the Province, through the neglect of surveyors, their care. 

lessness, delays and inaccu:·ncies are of a m~gnitucle 

not to be ovc rlooked. Vast sums of money huvu been 

expended to no purr''sc, and partirs hrr\·u b·.~ en l;nown to 
be left for day:; together idle, while the sun-cyor has amused 

himself by llllntin:;. li;hi:'g and visiting Lurno•:rcr's huts 

at the public expense. Tn opening such a ro::td, another 

party of able mc>n should follow, who were born or lived 

for some yenrs in the country, and who were well ac. 

quain\C'd with clearing the forest and making such roarls 
as the party with the ovcrsc-,:r ,,._.,u],J dirroct scc·h Immi­

grants to perfurm, whJ n1ig:11 y;ant tcr.ljJOr~FY employ. 

mcnt, before they proceeded towards a heation, or were 
waiting ur,til such:; tr~ct of cou:Hry could be r•pened. 

6th. Tempore. ry Huts should be crr:ctt·d on this 

line of rCJ~t·~b, f0r thu uccomod::ttion of these parties while 

m.ddng the ro~ds, nt certain distances to suit their conve­

nience, with an anr of land to be clc:arcd, which huts 

would, next season :ll,r.l every succeeJi:·6 sr·awn, be found 

exceedingly servicenhlc to Immigrants on thf·ir nrrival, a~ 

telllflOt"ary re.,iJt>nces fur the first senson, until thry could 

du_ring the wintrr p:·cpr~re others on the land~ allottf'd to 

them, in the s'C:ttl• mentor along the road; \he acre of 
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cleared land to be prepared, to raise potatoes and such 
other vegt:tables us are known to come to maturity in 
proper o:eason, cv"n ir not planted until the middle OJ' the 
end of June. This temporary dwelling would be of in. 
calculable benefit to young and wee1k families, along with 
an acre of ground, thus affi)rcling the same relief yearly 
to incoming families. The hut to be erected and the acre 
of land to be cleared, both by the first settlers, at the 
government cxpen~e. 

7th. TJH, expenses uttcnclnnt on this, would be but 
small, compared with the bc·ndits arising from it; and 
more s•), when it m~Ft be borne in mind, that such loca. 
tions would aftcn1·;uds sell at greatly advanced rates: but, 
should tlwy not, a small rent might be charged during 
their kmpomry r<"siclencc. to be paid in money o1· produce, 
during the three years they were to occupy their perma. 
nent locations, without p:1yi g any instalments. 

8th. As mill~ are of th<' utmost importance to new 
settlenwnts, the govemment should cau'c them to be:> erect. 
ed and leGse them or afford 'ueh ndvantngPs to Capitalists 
hy lease or purchnsf', as could not fail to enlist their en. 
tcrprising uft<'tltion, and tuivance the completion of such 
works or contrncts, to be entered into, to have such mills 
complct<-d according to certain plans and at a given time, 
under penulty of forfeiture and fine. 

9th. The chief Immigrant agent, in such a section, 
should be chosen from among persons well acquainted 
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with forest life; of an enterprrsing character and of Phil. 
anthropic fuelings; of good moral habits and energy of 
purpose, w.ell acquainted with all the advantages of the 
forest and lrow such ad1·antages could be used to the ben­
efit of the Immigrant; one, not only of sound judgment, 
but .of undeniable character, who, on examinatiuo, is 
found t-0 be well acquainted with the subject, and who i~ 
desirous of making himself useful to the strangers ; m:e 
who should take cognizance of the conduct of survey. 
ors and agents ; and who is capable of conducting 
the business efficiently. 

lOth. That in such places as Owen Sound, the Ri­
ver Saugine, and the other parts of Lake Huron, which 
are known to have extensive fisheries in their vicinity, 
and which require only a little capital and proper man· 
agement to produce Lnmense profits to government and 
great relief in way of provisions to Immigrants, the chief 
agents should be men well acquainted with this branch 
of business, who should-fe€d a pleasure in prosecuting the 
t1·ade and who should attend to it not in their offices but 
on the open lake as well as on the shore; and whose ob­
ject would not be to pocket handsome salaries for report­
ing the·· services of_ others instead of their own. 

As the prosecution of Lake Huron Fisheries are of 
immense importance, measures to avail themselves oi' 
their great income should be adopted by government in­
stead-of allowing enterpri~ing Americans to carry on a 
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lucrative trade of it in our waters and on our very shores, 

to the amount of at least one hundred and thirty thousand 

Pounds yearly, as h;,~ appeared in the Public Prints,,, not 

much more than a year ago. ' 

During the winter season as well as throughout the 

year all the Immie;Tnnts who might pour into the Huron 

Tract could Ge more than well supplied with food there­

from. This is no ;,\oci(ul idea but one which can be tfell 

substanti:l tc d. 
lith. The principle thing wllich the Immigrant of 

any small mc:tns st:ud;; mJ~t in ne2d of on arrival, being 

a fixed lwmc: aftet' lc\•'i,J::; hi; native one, every attention 

should be paid to adopting measures for the purpose.- If 

settlements of the above ueseription were formed, 'where 
Ct1pitali~ts w0ulu be encuUl'aged to settle, there would be 

10 danger of the poorer class wanting employment or 

HUstcncmce: and if tho poot·est Immigrants were once 

loc:1tcd among them or in tlwir vicinity, we should nevet· 

hear any mJre of thcL· distress. The: tnJst indigentthat 

1ve have heard or, who' camJ out in a body, were those, 

'or two seasom from tho island of Lewis, on the west of 

Scotland; whose lives I m-1y say were preserved by sub­

~criptions raised in Montreal and other places ; and who 

if not placed on land, would continue u burden on society 

!o this day ; but from being located among anJ near 

bthcrs from-the same part, their distresses were not after­
wards heard of and they are now thriving rapidly. Du-
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ringthe troubles of 1837, and 1838, the young men, who 
to a man stood in defence of the Crown, were known to 
sell their rations of beef at a high price ::tnd to purchace 
oatmeal with the money, sufficient not only to maintain 

themselves, but u.s- many more of the young and aged 
males and fem::tles of their friends, who were in want. 
Among the older settlers of the Eastern Townships where 
they were located; th-oy dug Pe>tatocs out of the ground 
at a certain per cenwgc of the produce, by which and other 
such means they were enabled to live during winter ; and 
such, who had provisions granted them by way of loan, 
have paid it punctually and thankfully, and are now quite 
independant of pecuniary aid, such proofs of the little 
which a poor family requires, whea plo.ced in a horne in 
the forest, arc sufficient to urge the· adoption of settlin~ 

the Immigrants immediately on land, instc::~rl of granting 
a temporary relief by way of bread and pork while con­
veying them from one place to another for employment, 
without any fixed objcc) or place in view ; and who, ;-.hen 
winter arrives, are left to live on charity, witl!utrt any 

hopes for spring. 
12th. As the system is a plain and simple one, re­

quiring no extraordinary outlay or exertions on the part 
of Government, farther than to lay out their large stock 
of 'Waste Lands on, as it were, a compound interest fur 
the good of the Province, I shall merely mention that the 

H 
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system may be summed up in the following few 11orda, 
viz:-

lst. To grant to all Immigrants who cannot pur. 
chase, Land on 5, 6, or 7 year's credit, only charging 
them a ~mall sum to pay for constructing the main road 
to the settlement, during the first three years. 

2th. To open main roads, as before described. 
3rd. To place well chosen agents in their settle. 

ments with one or two assistants. 
4th. To erect a certain number of Huts, for the 

reception of Immigrants on their arrival, with an acre of 
land cleared and attached, on the line of roads, as stated 
in article Gth. 

5th. To place Immigrants from the same parts at 
horne, for the first two or three years, in the same loca. 
tions, allowing all who may choose afterwards, when the 
eettlernents are formed, to settle where they please. 

6th. To prosecute the Fisheries on Lake Huron, 
for the benefit of the province, as well as the relief of 
destitute Gettlers. 

7th. To send the Imm :grant immediately to his 
location on arrival. All that remains for me to do 
now, is to show, by the following calculation, the in­
crease of population, by way of Immigration, it would 
prouuce in ten years, as also, the revenue which would 
arise from that increase, in way of taxes alone for tw~ty 
years, all of which under the present system would be 
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lost, as two or three years more must put a stop to 
lmmigrntion altogether, under the present system ; the 
country having taken an alarm at the increase of paupers 
and vagrants, without fixed homes, who are nec.essitated 
to procure a living by every means they can devise be 
they legal and just or not. Crime is on the increase, from 
the number that are thrown on the world without a place 
to lay their head<; on, who would otherwise be useful 
and peaceable member.:; of society, if located on land. The 

yearly expense to the country, arising from supporting of­
fenders, i•1 •1;-•prehending and incarcerating them, and every 
othc:r expense attendant on prosecutions, would go a great 
lengtn in settling some thousands. It has been ascertained, 
that the average number of Emigrants, for the last 1:3 

years, was about :32,000 averaging 6,000 heads of fam­
ilieo;, two-thirds of whom were not able to purchase 
land and who were cousequently spread about the coun­
try in quest of labour, and the same number may bo 
expected this year, who will be obliged to follow the 
same tract, and so on yearly, until labourers and mechanics 
will exceed the number of employers ; as a proof of this, 
mechanicnl and other labour is reduced in price one. 
third and in many cases more, since the commencement 
of the great Immigration of 1840, and the worst is that 
there is no employment for one half the number, not. 
withstanding the reports of immigrant agents, who con­
clude than when they get the poor immigrants off their 



90 El\UG.ll.l.TION 

hands by finding them employment for a month or ·two, 
or three during the hurry of harvesting, heing the time 
that most of them urrive, tllat tlwy arc provided for, 
throughout the year ; i'.'bereas, proofs positive could be 
produced, that the m"jority of them would have starved, 
if the public had not, from charity, supplied them with 
sttstr:nancc ot' employment for their mere maintenance;· 
''J th<~l, it is evident, -that they become a burden on so. 
ciety or ut least arc LLJ'.n::!.~oltl•• intrmhJrs. It is also 
11···ll l<LF•WtJ, tltat they con~regatc in thou;•l:Jus tv the 
Puplic \Vorks, both here and in the United States, and 
tr[l·:d from one place to another with their families, 
l'>iliLUILt nny other ol~ject in view, l•ut that of procuring 
the sc,u11y necessaries of li:;,., without looking bc:yond 
the present day ; growing vicious in habits, immoral in 
,;r.nduct, Jiotous in behaviour and disturbers ',( 1he peace 
\I: .never they go ; .,, h.J might, if locateJ on land immi. 
c:i,<tcly after their arrival, h:wu become re~pectable mem­
l-crs uf society. Hctl•:e it appears, that 4,000 heads of 
families may annually arri vc for the period of ten years 
tr, ,:umr_·, as was the c:c:;c fur tho last th1·ee years, un. 
able to purchase lands und<·!r the present sys·cem, we 
sLa!l at 'the expiration ({that term, f.ave 4'',000 heads 
of fnmil ic2, equal to ~00,000 souls, depending entirely 
ou daily hire for sustcn:1nce, in addition to as many more 
now similarly situated very few of whom can ever save 
sufficient to purchase a lot of land on the only terms 
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now offered, if they should remain in the Province; the 

consequence of which will be. that \\·e shall ere many 

years have alanning pauperism, crime and. discontent,­

productive of the most disaslr<'us consequences; where­

as by a proper syEtem, before the expiration of ten years, 

lour millions of acreo; wou!J u:J settkJ at t;1c rate of, us 

above s~ated, 100 acre> to every head of a Clrnily of 40C'O 

yearly, tho ta:..:us of \\-:lid!, :~>.>Hding to the following 

table, would amount £3:3ti,•:oo, ::t the rate of :3lls. yearly, 

for each family, b~ing be1ow tho avcrnge ,.f what would 

arise from increase of stoc!;, Buildings, Cn.ttlc, &c. 
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which sum of nearly a million and a quarter of taxes, 
would amount to within one fourth of the price put on 
such land at present, being for the four millions thus 
settled £1,600,000, shewing that the bare taxes alone 
would in twenty years be equal to the amount demanded, 
cash down, and that 520,000 souls woulu be atlded to the 
population during this period, retrieved from. want and 
misery and made respectable Citizens, occupying four 
millions of acres. which m::ty be during tlmt period in a 
state of nature and unproductive, no mention being made 
of such as ca~1 purcluse hnd and may settle, the number 
.of whom would be, at the rat:o assumed for the last three 
years, in twenty-six years, 312,000 souls, in able circum­
stances. The next thing to be coasidered is the amount 
of mechanical labour required by these 40,000 heads of 
Families, who woulJ o:herwise be wandering in search 
of labour thJ,m3clvcs, assuming at furthest thut, after eight 
years of each Sllccessive yeurly settlement, each ~tead of 
a family would purchase a 'Vaggon, Harness, two Ploughs, 
Harrows, &c., amo~mting in value to, at the !cust calcu­
lation, twenty-five pounds, in all £100,000 for the portion of 
each year's immigration, which, multiplied by that of ten 
years, would amount to one millio11 of money in the 
course of the succeeding ten years; and if it were ne­
cessary to calculate upon the consumption of British 

manufactures, mills &c. the amount would appear worthy 

of trusting the Immigrant with a lot of land, which ho 



94 Ei\IIGRATIO~ 

would in no way injure but improve, and could not 

take awuy. I h:we here merely t~lcen into account the 

results of' ~mnting bnu to such a-, cannot pay cltsh down 
for it, an·J who arc oblig<3d to lc~tr_c the P1;ovince, or 

become unpr0fitable to t'1::mselves and in a great measure. 

a burde~J t:J the Province. I must fLE~ 112r rem1rk, that 

the traue f~ll' Briti.,h Shipping, ari:>ing from their labour, 

wou\,1 be of great l'alue and proc!L!<~tivc of fumishing .'lea. 

men for t:l·J Bciti·>'t Navy, sufficient for any emergency. 
As this s·Jbjcct require3 no f:uther illustration to arouse 

intelligent minus to make the' ncc:e.;~ary investigation, for 

the pur pose or adopting some system in preference to the 
one no1v ~xisting. I \';ill conclude by merdy saying, that the 

condition of thcnl.'~nds ofsuch Immigrants as have settled 

in the b~tck TnwnshipJ, at irrc~ular and gre:1t distances 

from eac~1 othC'r an·J in w::tnt of eve a passable ro::tds, arc in 

a state of misery, w:1:cl1 i-; heart rending; but I shall only 

introduce one sc.·ction, which is ~hat S0tt]emeat which of 
all others should prodLJCe the greutcst sh:ll',: of comfort to 
the settlers but which, owin{)' to mismana()'ement, (to usiJ 

0 0 

no harder ex pres ;ion) is now in a state, the most deplo. 
rablc. 

From the acc,mnt given of it by the Revd. William 

Ryerson, who passed through it, on his return from a 

mission among the Indians, I learn that from the numbers 
who left on account of the lands not being surveyed 

besides other grievances, the few who rcm'tin arc neigh. 
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bourJess and unable, in any emergency in which they 
may be placed, to receive the aid of t!tc•ir fellow settlers 
at this sPason, owing to distance and unfinished road,. ; 
and those who ha\·e expended their winter's provisions are 
unnble to reach a market to purchase any thing, and in 
some instanees they received even temp0rary assistance 
from their nea1·est neigl•bours, by undergoing indescribable 
hanlships; in short, such were the scenes that Gentleman 
had witnessed, that his feelings were overcome to such 
a degree, rhat his heart felt pangs of sorrow, for the mis. 
eries of his fellow men, who were bcf,ne strangers to 
it; the red man of tho woods in his slender wigwam 
being many degrees more to be envied. From informa. 
tion, through other sourees, it appears that the said 
settlement would have been, ere now, had the: lands been 
surveyed, the roads finished, and every thing done in 
accord:wcc with the proposed system, the most flourishing 
in the Province. Instead of the 2,000 Families which 
returned from it in August with £2),000 in their pockets• 
and who through disappoinment went to the Ullited States, 
it would now contai:1 10,000 souls in independent circum. 
Btunces; half as rnctny more with som:; .'lma\1 means, to 
support themJlves for a time, r,nd prob:1Lly the liko 
number of poor Immigrants who woulJ find lubour and 
support amon~ them. In other parts, acconnts ·have 
been received of families, in great distress, und of one 
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which actually starved to death from absolute want being 
at too great a distance from ueighbours. 

Having trespassed on the bounds to which I limited 
myself at first, and on His Excellency's time, permit me 
to solicit his careful perusal of this Document, which I 
trust he will take into his most serious consideration, and 
at his earliest opportunity. In the meantime, 

I have the honor to be, sir, 
Yuur most ob't and humble servant, 

Roi.iT Me Vrcu. 
To Capt'n Higginson, ( 

Private Secretary, &e. S 
N. B. The annexed commumcation, a letter to Doctor Rolph 

Signed Y, in the Montreal Gazette, dated 2'?11d April, 1843, which 
came under my notice since writing the f.Jregoing, is deserving the 
•erio s atteution of His Exeellency, corroborating my statemenl 
and confirtnt:Jg my views on this important subject. 

Mr. McVicar presents his cn:npliments to Captain 
Higginson, and would esteem it a favor if he would lay the 
nccomp:1t1ying Dncument before His Excellency the 
Governot· General, at as early an hour as may possibly 
convient; 1\lr. i\IcV. being unl\'cll, feels anxious to 
return to his family at Norval, near Toronto, a distance 

of 211 miles from this, having remained here, labouring 
under painful suspence, attended with heavy expence 
since the 13th February last, waiting an answer to hi3 
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different communications to the Crown Lands Cfficc, all 
af which remain unnoticed. He would, under these sever~:~ 
touches of feeling, take it kind of Captain Higginson, to 
convey to him the opinion a11d ulterior views of His 
Excelleucy touching the subject matter contained in s:.~.id 

document, at any time before four p. m. 3rd proximo, in 
order that he ma.y be enabled to take his me:tsures con­
formably. 

Daley's Hotel, 29th April, 1843. 

Private Secretary's Office, 2nd May, 1843. 
Sir, 

In compliance with the request contained in your 
note of 29th. ultimo, I have had the honor of laying before 
the Governor General the communication which accom­
panie:> it. I am desirc1 to inform you in reply, that His 
Excellency had perused with great interest your suggest­
ion for the introduction of an improved system of locating 
Immigrants on the Waste Lands of the Province, ami to 
convey to you his approbation of the zeal and a~siJuity 
with which you have devoted yourself to so important n 
subject. His Excellency is unable to offer an opinion 
upon a question in which great and varied interests nre 
involved, without bdng in possession of all the information 
within his reach, and with this view, has directed me to 
transmit your Report to the Commissioner of Crown Land:~ 
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fen· his consideration and remarks. The atiention of that. 
officer will also be requested, to your letters to him. thai. 

remain unnoticed: 

I have the honor to be, Sir, 
Your obedient and humble Servant, 

J. W. HIGGINSON. 

Private Secretary. 
RoB'T MeV ICAR, Esquire. 

Norval, 24th August, 1843. 
Hon'ble Sir, 

I beg leave to acquuint you, that I have a few dap 
since received intelligence of the movements of the sur. 
veying party you sent out to the Saugine River in tho 
Huron Truct, tiw party were in excellent health and 
spirits, and about completing the survey of one Township. 
n report of which will cloubtlc,;s be transmitted to the 
Crown Lands Office, ere many days will h:wc elapsed. 
The season is far advaw:ccl, and the numerous families who 
havo made arrangements to accompany rne there this 
autumn are very uneasy, and most anxiou;; to reach their 
destination before the cold weather sets in, in order that 
they may be enabled to clear some land to crop in the 
spring, and build huts to pllss the winter in, and take timely 
advantage of the f:11l fishing, considerations of great mo. 

ment to them, and are applicable to all strangers settling_ 
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.in the wilds of Canada remote from old settlements. !\I any 
families who went to the Huron Settlement Ia to last uu. 
tumn, suffered most severely during lhe winter from cold 
and famine ; indeed their trials were so great that they 
became quite d'scoumged, and cm1sequently enaLlu to 

make the nec,>~:nry exertions calculated to alleviate thuir 
wretched condition, even in tho slightest degree. Hence 
the WJt'st J:::;c~ription is gi\', n of the settl::m :nt by thecie 
sufferers, which deters b,Jth poor and rich from going t•J it; 
in this way vast numbers of wealthy and industrious fam­
ilies remnvc from the Province to th" United State,, who, 
if fhey could meet with the least encouragement, would 
rather settle in any part of the British Dominions in 
America. In my report to His E~cdlcncy th3 Go1·crnor 
Gener:.tl, to which I beg le<1vc to solicit reference, this 

subject is toucb"d upon at some lcn;,;tb, I need not there­
fore enter into further details here, as that report must be 

still in-your possession. 
Actuated and circum3t<J.nced as. I am at prescmt, har­

assed by countless applicatio.1~ from families to whom I 

am pledged throughout the Province, you may readily 
conc~ive iww anxious I must feel to move lrJl' my '>vintcr 

Quarter.:: w-here I would. wi-;h to be in time to enuble me 

to make the necessary arr::H>fsements for thr secu dty and 
comfort of the party who arc rcady._t,·: acc.Jm:,~~'<' me, as 
well as those whom I expect will f.Aio'w; may I Ul~"cf.Jre 

be permitted to entreat that you will have the goodness to 
I 
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transmit to me your letter of instruction how to pro~eed 
to, and act after my arrival at the Saugc;en River. 

I huvc the honor to be, Ho11'ble Sir, 

Your most ob<ed't and very humble Serv't, 
Ron'T MeV !CAR. 

Hcn'olc A. N. Morin, ~ 
Commi,;,;i:.n: ~ of Cro··, d Lamb, 

Kwgdtc·n. 

Ho11'ok :3ir, 
In r· ;::ctfully soliciting reference to my communi­

cation 01 tilL 24th ultimo, to ll'lm·b I h:tvc not as y·.·t 
r .:cci1 ,,<J a n·jdy, I w.,uld b0 much pleasc:.J and ~>bli~ccl \\•:rc 

you to h:~v0 t'ctt' goodtw::s to lni1Ul' me wil:t a few lin:;s 

at your calic:,, p·.).;::ible Cc::·.·,•,·.:J:,•;,_:c, i•1 orckr that I may 
be <.;J •• ,lllcd tu 'take m.,· mcasur·~:s ,,_ccu:·.lin;:;1y. 

The numci·c:uJ ±itnJi!ies wlw have di':'·JScd o(thcir 

propc;l ;J· in the Ut1ikd PruviiJcc, Jli'''l'•·~'' u y to their 
fuik,\·ing me L> the S:.tug,cn t:i1·cr, are gettin;; more 

mp:.::cd in cou::erplence of the ""·a~u11 being so far· :~:.!. 

V[l:1cc:d, a.d th.ir cap!t:tl r;tpit:iy dimini;lt:nz in suppo;ting 

t[,,c;,. ;:,milics in a state of inaction, many otl:c·r rc>p<.:ct t­

blc fauJilic .. ;, po:oses·iog; capital, who hlmi•,',l\1ted this ycJ•· 
after ro.cchi;lg J~~,~l',) Simcoe on their Wcty to join me in 

1he new b'.•t\.i,'·tJt:.nt·i.n tl.ic' Hmon t::lf't, rdutncd on hc:~ci11g 
that I \v·C~S not k·f(nc l!t•.'tl1 to locate til, m on lnnds. These 

families !t,tvc silt•.:· crosscd to the UnitcdStcttcs, \\ i1en· 
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no donbt they will advise their friends at home and abroad 

to foll<Jw t:1em, hcnce the immense British Capital yearly 

pouting ti· ;m the ;],itish bles into the United Stutes which 

by judicious ma,J:lg·cment might be retained in the Canadas. 

I remain. Hon'ble 3ic, 
Y uur most obedient 

and n:ry humble servant, 
RoB'T. McVrcAR· 

Hon'ble ;\.. =;. i'.Torin, ~ 
Cum:JJ[c;,iuner nf Crown Lands, 

KlD;:i··c•Jll, 

Yifl.:•:;e of Notcc:!. 5th October, 1843. 

Hon'ble Sir, 

I had the honor of addressing you two communica. 

tions bearing date 2'1th .-\<J;::st and 1'2ch :'>pt-:mber lust, 

which rennin still by you unnoticed. I would feel thank­

ful, ·,o_,,-:rc: you :o have the gooclne:~.s to favour me with a 

few lines on receipt of t:li.,, and state ·;;]u.:tbcr you received 

th,, communica.tior,s above ulludcd to. 

And with respect, I remuin, 
Hon'ble Sir, 

Yolll' must obedient Servant, 

Hon'ble A. N. Morin, ~ 
Commi:ssioner of Crown Lands, 

Kingston. 

RcBT' McVrcAR. 
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T'illagc of 1'.-0i'l'al, 9th November, 1843. 

My lk:~r C!Jieftain, 

I was lwppy to learn throu;;h p,r,., Jamc:; ;\!,·Nab, 

that you 1:trc: in I~i~Jg·ton, :c.Jd in the cnjoymP-nt of good 

health and wonted ck<:rfulncss of spirits. whieh proved 

u great source of rlc''''ll!'e and sati··Ftctio;1 to yuur· friends 

in this q•J1~ tel'. On t'l•c 9th ultimo I had tl!eiwnor of 

:tddrt:'c•ing a kttr;r to your frie;Jol Sir Allan :\Jc[Jab, in 

which I encloser\ an unl.·r to re:eive from the Hon'ble 

Mr. Morin, my mantLcript, containing my rqcort 11 hich 

I !.<~.,_, 1nittcn on the S11bjcct of Emigt·ation r~nd settlement 

ui' the \Vaste L:1ncl~ of the Province, which m:Hluscript, 

in the pre£cnt state of things, may not prove altogether 

llCJ·It:,ct·l·ing of hi~ early notic·c and seriPn,: consideration. 

E1·ery true Loyal Pntriot, and s:ncere friend to the pros. 

pcrity of Canath, wi!l cl·c<'ply cleplorc c•p:t!ly '~' I do, the 

prcscn\ hm<J~JI::ble str~k of thin~;,, and the disgmceful 

manner in which the violent and angry debates that tock 

place in the Legislative Council on the J ':ith ultimo were 

conducted, J1:wing IFJ ]".t:·c,!lel in the history of any ses~ion 

ot' a Bt'iti.sh Parli•1•l1()11t, and in their pernicious and fatal 

tcmlcur;ic~ more c~dculatcd to crcnte general di~trust, des. 

troy confidenc.e, and ev.·rJiually spread the bc•nc fttl influence 

of a most dangerous and destructive contagion, through. 

out this unhappy and hitherto ill fnted Province, than anv 

calamity with which the Inhabitants thereof have y~t 
been afflicted. 
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I am glad to learn through the public prints that 
Mr. Sherwood, who perused my Report, brought the sub­
ject on which it trcat3 b•~fore the Parliament, und su?portecl 
the reasonings and arguments therein set forth with his 
usual dignity of style .and becoming energy of ,.purpose~ 
Notwith,t-1n•ling t:L~ str.1n6 promises which the Hoa'ble 
Mr. l\Iorin mJ.·k tJ m~ in y•Jnr prc.;ncc', that two Town. 
ships nc0.r the lU•)to:~! oft:,· Sa\lgeen River, in the Bllron 
Tract, would b" su:·vc·yerJ t'1is h-tsl:'lmer frJr my SUjlGrin­
tendanr·e t.J settle, r:: 't '-~ ~ntlcmJ.•J not only ncglcc:ed 
performin6 these hig snlen•il pro:ni·:•·,, but \7ould not even 
deign to acknowied,~8 a:1y nne of th::>3c commLmica'jons 
which l ;cddt·c,~d tD lli:-,1 or; t:;.; s:_J1 Jj~ct and in which I 
clearly and cxplidtly ;~c·cccrl all thr; arrangements I had 
made with t:JJ :1umerous families that were U ~ccom:'·l:Jy 

and follo1v ait•·:· me to t11:; new settlement i:1 the Hu:·on 
Tract. Strange as it may appear, still all.theHJ my letters 
yet rcm",ia unnoticed by l\fr. ~.Iorin eclth:m;h they were 
addressed to him on service. This c:traordin:Hy b;·r~.ch 

of duty on tile put "f the f-Ion'ble Commission_c<' of Crown 
Lands, has place,.] rn:; in a position the !11'):t awhvar.!:l an J 
painful, even to contemplate. By his criminal. l1°gl•xt, to 
use the mildest term, my- fondest hopes arc dcfc[t!cd, my 
time and means wasted, and the best inter<::;t of t!:s coun. 
try sacrificed to the gratification of private feeling, but 
what can we Loyalists in reason expe'ct nt the hands of 
th.e author of the 92 Resolutions which brought about t hfl 



104 EMIGRATION 

Rebellion of 1837-8, now that he is placed in power by 
the very Government which he struggles so hard to sub. 
vert, and to annihilate its Institutions in Canada. All my 
friends who have disposed of their properties preparatory 
to their joining me in the Huron Tract finding my posi. 
tion with the Government holding forth such cheerless 
prospects, have since cros~ed to the United States, where 
their friends purpose following them next season. In 
this manner is Canada through the ill-timed policy and 
mismanagement on the part of the Crown Land Depart­
ment converted into a nursery, daily furnishing the Gov­
ernment of the United States with additional wealth 
and strength which may, at no distant period, recoil upon 
the British Government with three-fold vengeance, when 
it may be too late to discover the apathy with which the 
let.~ding Officers of the Crown in Canada seems to be at 
vrcsent so lamentably afflicted. 

With sentiments of the highest consideration, 
l remain, 

My dear Chieftain, 
Your faithful and oblig'd friend, 

RoBERT McVIcAR. 
The McNab, of McNab. 

Crown Lands Department, 21st JJiarch, 1844. 
Sir, 

I have been commanded by His Excellency the Gov. 
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ernor General, to tender you the situation of Inspector 
of Clergy Reserves, fo.1 the Western District, and I have 
to request you will please acquaint me forthwith whether 
you accept the said situation. The Inspection will be per. 
formed jointly by you and George Duck, Esquire, Har. 
wich, and will h::n-e to be proceeded upon so soon as you 
have received the necessdry instructions to that effect, 
and continue without interruption. The amount of allow­
ance to the Inspectors has been fixed 13_.;. cy. for each 
per day, during the whole time they will be actually em­
ployed on this scn·ice, and also for a rea'•Jnable number 
of days in prep1ring their Returns. This allowance is 
to cover all claims whatever for travelling expences sta. 
tionary &c. and to b3 strictly limited to the sum so fixed. 
Books of Returns will be fL,_rnished by this Department. 
It is expected thctt the Inspccturs will fu'1ll thcit duties 
with speed and in a spi:·it of economy prop:1itioned to 
the limited extent of the funds which will immediately 
result from the disp:J:nl of those land;. 

I have the honor to be, Sir, 
Your most obedient Humble Servant, 

T. BouTHILLIER. 
Rob't Me Vicar, Esq. 

Village cif Norval 25th March, 1844. 
Sir, 

I have the honor to aclmowledge the receipt of your 
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letter of the ~ lst Ins't, and in reply beg leave to acquaint 

you th::tt I accept with every due consideration the situa­

tion which His Exr.ellcncy the Governor General has 

been pleased to off.,r me. 

-' I have tll8 h ··tFJt' to be, Sir, 

Your mi:]t o:J_·clicnt humble serv't, 

RoBERT McVICAR. 

T. BouTHILLIER, Esq. 

Township rf i],u•ctrrl, 23rd July, 1844. 

My D.•ccl' fbmnn•1·J, 

YoJ will 111\u:·::d!y L·,,l nJ •) ii:l::try de~T.::::: of sur­

prise C\t ld)' lon~ continud silence, for which o.;';'~crcnt 

neglect, I h:t~''·' ID ple·1 of '"'.:;'''" (,) offer beyond a se­
Y>erJ t,·,uiJlo .,[ miucl, w',ie:l il:.s not in the ":· :est 

clrgr.Jc dim~ui:.ll ~ 1 ,;i:,::J 1 1lrJ cbtc of my last co.·; • .l.l'lic::t­

ti,J:J !'l Y•'U f,om U ll'val, parti:~:::; with my family in a"~' t0 

of dcstitu1iu 1, tJ.:,r,dllJi' wi;·l other tJJcbing aml p:1inful 

rcflcetiotB, of an :~ui'.J altog.:t!~:•f S:J cli~tresoing a3 :•) pre­

cluJ" t!JcJ ;> ' ibil i ty of "i: li .l,S ' . ,., :1 with calm f~:cli I':Sl to 

wri'L' tJ any one, an:l~:m·:, less tv a friend such as I hare 

considered ) C•U to b,J si nee I h:1d the pleasut·c of your 

Qe.cl'nil.~:>il~'·· Let me n,)\1', lnwcver, be permittcJ to cx­

rn·ss 1:1; k)pc, th~.t yo:; arc ].:>~1~ ore this timC! r.c,:tored 

to the sucic:ty of y.>ur beloved family, who, I n·ust, togcth. 

cr with y>Jv gooJ oclfare in the full enjoyment of the bles-
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sings of good health, and every other accompanying com­

fort reasonably to be cxpc,_::tcd. while j<>nrneying through 

this transitory vale of lite so full of troubles, pains, and 
uffiiction~. 

A few days after my arrival in ChC~tlwm I met with 
my young associctte :\Ir. George Duck, a very g<'ntlf'manly 

youth of pleasing manners and apparently nbligin',': dis­
position, anJ on t!1c 5th of last month we commenced 

operations and completed, as you "·ill sec by our Rl'turns, 

the Inspection of: the Townships of Orford. that same 

month. vVe are now actively emploved in tlw Town­

ship· of Howard, and expect to complete the in~pection 

thereof by the latter end of thi; month. Our duty i~ very 

laborious and painfully fatigueing. travelling thrc"l'-''' woods 
and swamps under the influence of a score!Ji"'; ~nn tho' 
occasionally under pelting rain storms. my aver~ion to 

Rattle Snakes, which are very numerous in this q"arter, 

renders the duty to me more irksom8 und unple'''ant 
than it is to my young friend, and as we nclv:"w" west­
ward, we will experience greater hardships. and fewer 
comfvrts tlletn we IF•ve hitbc·rto done \VhiJ,, j"llrtwying 

through tl10 townsl1i1B of Orford and IIoward, we could 

rrlways reach a !;inc! of a Public house t·:;icc a m·< k, but 
these comforts we cannot expL·ct ncar tJ,,. sli:"He3 rd' Lf\ke 

I-Iuron wpere we must pass many a c:HTrlc·,s, and rest­

less night, foul a:, .l stormy weather, distant from any 

human habitation. Speaking truly and candidly, I must 
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s:w, tlPt I have been piJced in an office, the duties of 

which are atktt I d w Jth :.;reater labour and difiiculti~s, 

thau the G ·utl-:~n1;n at bead quarters can by any pos. 

sib!li'y b1; aware, of'. 

r\li:l,Jtl:,'::, we luve tr<:~versed many a g1t'"l Lot of 

L1nd in the: tra.;t throu:::1 wl1kh wc: have carried uur op. 

ent'uns, Hill \\1' hcHe 1vt in out' progress Lot~ upon 

whicb we f,,_md Squattct·s, co:·rcc.t and hard l:1bouring 
ftmi!i._,,,, wi11J, J:n· t;,., : lti•:le3 of foud, han· bc···n fre. 

quctJlJ clfi ,., -l 1.0 :!1e 11 '('.l'·,ity 01' ],"\\'Ill!!; the lJ])\~Jei'S and 

}'CJtillgu'L IF;tnc!t~:s ";· Lhe familie-s in their wrt·tcltc·d buts 

and st·c:l ,,,. W•lrk whc·r1JV-Jr it w:ts to be fuund, to keep 

t:wm in Iii(,; tlw L11.s upon \1:1ich they sqn:ttted after 

~-: ntd s-.·v,·n y1· 11 '-' o.'c"i''ttiun auJ hilrd laLt1Ur, .so Lln· 

prodtK;tive [IS tu cl._:ny llVtll \IllY returns f',,l' ill ·ir united 

•):;c·crtiun,;. Tit"''e micl<.:r. ble :t:td unftJrtunatc creatures, 

\,·dliug s",·v,,r a tl,t'y tll ·:-'be to I"'Y for the Lots which 

tiJ, :1 tilth occ.c1i'Y it, on tl1c kt'lln n11w ol-fered to them, is 

vJto;;.t't·-:r 1~.-~·-,ud thdt· p "v'-'r !11 C1CCO<t1pli,h, and should 

they bed ',' "'C''-<.·1<>1 -.t·i, :tout sc1;lic·i:·t1t time giv, n or any 

indulgc:n··.c 1·J~1 .,,;, ,j to tll<':·n to p:ty up the arrears of 

intur·c·;t aln·ady ci•J<', in su·.·h ccc"J tltr·y will be thrown 

otlt Oll th · .v: k· ·,,·,Jt'ld tnked and with ruined cousti. 

tuti· •:JS in adu t! w:t·•t of bread. The situation and cir. 

cumstat,,·,·,;, in 11 itich ·:n1·h J>'Y'r mi,;er:lble crentures as 

th<Jre alln Js,J tn, awl lh :rc are m:tny of them in this Dis. 

!riel, j II Ill~ a .I\
1
1J<.:d tOO painful CV8U (O CIJOtemp]a(e, 
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We have not as yet met with a hmily of the aboYe dc~­

cription, but who are anxious to retain possc,,sion of th ir 

lots and are most willing to pay 1u: tilc::11, P'"viclc:Ll the 
indulgence of time be exten:led to them. Tbe It: 1 i i::­

als who have had the goori fortune of squatting "'-' ]r,[s 

of fertile land, convenient to mills auol marht, wi:l Lc: 
able to pay for their lots conf..n,1·•Lle t.J the tcrrn: :·::'l 
stipuhtions laid down by the Go:_ ,·:u:·. To~ is f~1r I t:-,:L·t 

in candour admit, that I h::t\'c c:·:;-.. .i•.::.Tcr.-cl a_gtcat ,]<;~l 

of ~indncss at the hand of th8 In!nL:l:~:JtJ of this Jdrict, 
although I regret to st.;t•" t:t:_·t a nucn~er of ([:,.T:Jui utcd 

office hu:;ters, are in the fi:::ld p·.: :·:o:1:r·g my c.n::·l ~re l'<c:1d 

self wiih all the impiuc:.Lility ol' p:·:".·••Jtlal reseL\!1>-:t:r, 

and strange to say, th<1.t too L1:; L ,Jividmls that !.n·c·t· 

saw o,· ];new anything about :n, to s•· ::1 Clill:iual c:;tc•,t 

will wicb,d er.vy leau some of tll:.; c~;,,,,:,:''·;,,tcd chiLit: u 

-of the hu:r~m family. \V -c :-.n·, Lowc'i~:r, fldly c~ ·tcnnined 

to pursue a line of conduct iu <ll·c c:ccc~Jci,;;r ,_,four duiy, 

that will bid defiance tJ the mo:'t cm.':y an•l m:1lic!,u.:; 

slanderer. Should any thit·~; in tl!e s~np'~ o~· a e,>:-,J;'l ;!,;t 

of any cic.,cription prt.~udicinl to cit!:cr of us ~'''"' !1 :;-r.•:lc 

office, I tfllst you will have the g·HIC:iX:OS to give tiJC ,:e-rJlC 

a -flat contradiclion as not h;wiug the sli~(ttc:>t shaudw 

of found·ttion ·in truth, but altcJ_c;·:·tiJC:i' c:n::rmiing from 

envious and tiuly depravecr m:,,,l,;. 
I had extensive communicatio:1s from m my part~ 

of G~eat Britain pre'li.ous to- n1y leaving N orval, by wllich 
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it would appear that there is a great movement for an 
extensive Immigration to Canada this year, but should they 
meet with a simibr reception as those who came out du .. 
ring tho three proceeding years, the Wild Land~ of thi~ 
Province will continue in a stute of unproductive fon·e~t 
to tl1e Government for cehturie3 to come. Had the Gov. 
ernor General employed my scc:rvices in settling tne I-Iu. 
ron Tmct, instead of inspecting the Clergy l{eserves in 
this distriLt, I mctke no hesitation in stating that the Gov:­

erntmmt would be bcncutcd more in many 1yays, inas. 
much that I feel fully convir:L.:c,d, I would be it1strumental 

in retainin3 in the Prol'il;C-3 the tl011sand$ of wealthy 
families who have left Canada in cornpletc disgust, and 
crossed O\'Cl' to Yac1l;L:c Land, to, s\':c.LJ' il:itlty to tltat 

Government, ;,ntl SC<:k unucr its Star Spangled Banner 

that encouragc•nent and protection which they in vain 
sought fur at the hands uf tho Can,1dian .._;uYc.:rnment. I 

trust you have brought my Report on t!Ji~ ~ubject under 
the notiee and cou,;idtJra tiun of yo elf friend tho I-Ion'ble 
DeBiaquire, if so, I wvuicl be gbd to be made acquainted 
with his opinion and StJiliiments thereon at your earliest, 
convenience. 

Recent accounts received from Mrs. I\JcVicat·, con­
veys the grati(ying intelligence of herself ana children 
being in the enjoyment of the blessing~ of good, health, 

they arc making, the necessary preparations to follow 
after me ; I have taken a small cottage for them conve; 
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nient to a good school within a short distance of the Vil­
lage of Morpeth in this Township. 

Have the goodness to convey to your Lady and 
every member of your family the assurance ot my regard, 
and sincere best wishes for their temporal and spiritual 

welfare and oblige, 

My dear Hammond, 
Your ever faithful and affectionate friend, 

RoBETI.T McVICAR. 
Thomas Hammond, Esquire. 

Township if Zoon, 1st August, 1847. 

My dear John, 

I lnve to acknowledge the r-eceipt of your commu. 
nication of 21t11 ultimo, which I F"3c:i vc;d at a late hour 
yestec.J.1y. With respect to the climate and soil on the 

sout;l and nort:1, and bordering Otl the Saskachewan River, 
from below Carlton House to the; foot of the RJcky 
Mountains, a distance of ~ibout 1,000 miles from east to 
west, m~y b? co:1.3ccl•.:ru! in every point of view equally 

favor~1.ble to colonizaticln as tha settlement of Reel River, 
embracing si111ila r advantages and dis::tclvantages, with 
the excerJ(ton Df the dan,g•er tint might natur:.dly be up­
prcilc;ndeJ f:,o,n the m;,11J:·o:B hostile tribes of Indians 

wll0 inhubit t!nt part of the country, and who are in a 
K 
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continual state of warfare with each oilier, particularly, 
those tribes that are spread over the country lying to the 
south and south-west of the river, who seldom visit the 
establishment of the Hon'ble Hudson's Bay Company. 
These would in my opinion, be apt to view with a jealomt 
and suspicious eye, any encroachments upon their lands 
by strangers, more particularly by Europeans who had 
for their object the cultivation of the soil, and usurpation 
of their teritory, which by the laws of nature they con. 
sider to be their infallible property being the aborigines 
thereof. According to my views and understanding of 
the subject of sending Immigrants to settle that remote 
portion of the Wdds of British North America, while 
there is ample room in Can ada for the redundant starved 
population of the British Isles, I consider the scheme as 
altogether chimerical, and could only originate in the 
mind of an individual who has not given the subject that 
due consideration which it requires. If Mr. Sullivan has 
any serious desire of proving to the community at home 
and abroad, that he is actuated by the true and noble 
spirit of philanthropy let him at once obey the loud call 
that the voice of distress now resounding from one 
comer of the British Isles to the other is at this very mo­
ment making on his acknowledgecl pre-eminent talent, and 
without a moment's delay, clothe himself with the robe 
of humanity, the armour of compassion and the breast­
plate of christian fortitude, and thus equipped compare 
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Notes with our present Governor General, and advise 
him to adopt forthwith, the :system which I have had the 
honor to draft out at the request of the late Lord .Metcalf, 
for the settlement of the Waste Lands of the Province. 
When these lands, including the ~3 Townships in the 
Huron Tract, at present lying in a state of unproductive 
wilrlernes3, shall have been successfully settled, the Gov. 
crnment then may with safety and success continue to 
extend the settlement of the country from Lake Superior, 
through the shores of the Lake of the Woods, thence to 
La\{e \Vin.~[WC!", thence to Lake Cumberland, Saskachewan 
Rivc:r, to the Rocky .Mountains, and in course of time, 
the settlement of the country might be successfully ex­
tendccl along the banks of Beaver River, from Green 
Lake to the shores of Lesser Slave Lake, and thence 
west to the Rocky Mountains. The tract of country 
along the ba!Jk.> of the Pease River from, Atbabasca Lake, 
otherwise called Lake oi the Mountains, to the foot of the 
R0cky Mountains, is also susceptible of being settled, the 
soil thereof being rich and productive, and the climate 
sa.Iubriom. On the banks of the Saskachewan River, 
the snow begins to thaw about the first of April; the leaf 
begins to bud about 19th of that month, and all the trees 
are in full blossom about the 2nd J Llne. About the 22nd 
October the forest is completely stript of its foliage; the 
frost sets in about the 30th October, and the snow begins 
to fdl abeut the 5th of November, the ke in the month 
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of March, when it attains its full thickness, measures :3~, 

feet when there is no current and the winter is unusually 

severe ; the average depth of the snow during a -period of 

te:1 years has been a.sc:crtaineJ not to cc;ceed 2 f(~et 8 

inches, The degree of cold during the months of Janua!y 

::tnrl Pcbruary rariges from J,j to ;;s, ami has been lmowu 

:ts low u.:J 1'.:. The !:oat in the months of J,;,;e and July 

j, oppressive; its degree in 181(, ·w,t:; acccrt;i11cd in the 

shade, to be as high as 9:3 whioi-t acconnts tor the rapid 

vegetation on the banks of that river. Before publishing 

:my report calculated to excite '' general feelinL; in favour 

of colonizing these distant regions, Mr. Sulli ran should 

e:wtiously ponder upon the subject, and by every means 

within his reach, first ascertain the extent of the difficu1ties 

and dangers to which tho first settlement would be expo. 

sec!, particularly, during the first years. The melancholy 

llet::~ils connected with the history of the Colony planted 

by the Earl of Selkirk on Red Eiver, from its ftrst forma­

tion in 1812-to the year lS·:n, when tho coalition ofthe 

Hudson's Bay and North 'Yest Companies took pl::~ce, 

:tre of so harrowing <:t nature, <13 to fur.1is:1 ample materi­

als to form a subject c::~lculateu to enlighten the know lodge 

and direct the ulterior movements of Mr. Sullivan, in the 

adoption and execution of his food and pmiseworthy 

scheme, having for its object, the opening a field whe1ein 

to place the famishing inhabitants of Ireland and Scotland 

thereby making a permanent provision for and relievin~ 
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them from the heartrendi·ng distress, under the pressure 

of which they have b~c'n su long suffering. In the event 
of Emigrants being· sent from the British ports by way 

of Hudson's Bay, which is th·~ shortest and cheapest way 
of conveying them, they must winter that ye'll" at or near 
York Factory, and they could only reach theil· destination 
in the Saskatchewln Rivet the following autumu, at too 

late a period to do any thing else than to build temporary 
huts for themselves to pass the winter in, without any means 

to subsist upon till Jhey could get crops clllt of the ground,. 
which would be two years complete loss to them, besides 

the immense expense the feeding alone of them would 

amount to during that time, and I am aware Llnt the tra. 

ding establishment of the Hudson's Bay Company are sel. 
dom, if ever supplied with more provisions than is required 
to carry on their t1·ade ; and by ::.0ndiog Emi2:rants to 
the Saskatdv3wan, on the Ottawa \V nle,rs, by tho means 

of canoe::; and boats, the e:,pense would be at least double• 

and about the same time lost before they could get any 
crops out of the ground. Viewing the subject of plan­

ting a settkmc.:nt on the b'lnks of the Saskatchewan River 

in all its bearings, tenrler:cies, and relathns, it appe:us to 

me a point of serious doubt v1l:.::iher the: Hon': ~e Huclwn's 
Bay Comp'lny, wl10 are most temiciouR of the powers, 

rights and privileges vPsted in them t.y virtue of their 
Royal Charter, would silemly acquiesce in the plan. <md 

afford the originator and friends thereof the benefit of 
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their co.rdial support; without the golemn assurance of 

which it wol'lld be, in my humble but candid opinion, -the 
height of folly on the part of M1·. Sullivan, to embark in 

so arduous an undertaking. Witlc!- this impression orf 

my mind, I would most respectfully beg leave to recom. 

mend Mr. Sullivan to compare notes forthwith with Sir 

George Simpson,, Govemor in Chi€ f of Rup~rt L and, and 

if he obtain:-; from him the necessa ry assurance of hiso 
a ble co--operation and support, in thttt case, he, Mr. 8·. 
may rest perfectly satisfied, that eve ry obstn,~ction- to his­

laudable views will he removed to a-dmr't of his plans be·­
ing carried into successful operati-on 

You. are at full. libe r~y to make use of this letter, 

with the advice ctnd consent of youvr superior officer, as 

you may deem proper. 

And with my good wishe3 for your welfhre, 
I remain , My dca r J ohn, 

Your Ln ving F ather, 
RoB'T McVIC.~R. 

Mr. John McV ica r , ( 
Crown Tirn:be 1· Office. ~ 



l,\IMIGIUTION INTO NEW YuJa-:. 
The following Statistics furnish valuable information worth ex­

amination :-

Compai'<tfii'C ricw of Immigration for four yem·s, at the port of 
New York. 

XATJO:\'. 1 8-!~t. 1850. 1851. 180::!, 
Ireland, 11:2,D01 11u.382 1G:~,:2-6 117 ,c,;·;7 
nermany, Gf">, /O.J 4ii,40:.! 6G,883 118,1 ~6 
England, ~8.:1:.!1 2~,1 :,!;) 28,;)();-; 31,27[) 
Hcotland, ~.f;.!l) u,l/1 7,:}(17 7,fi-t0 
\\'ales, 1,/S::! 1.5~0 2.189 2,G:Jl 
Fmnce, :.!,c:-.::3 3.:1~18 u,Ofi4 8,778 
... ~pain. 214 2·~)7 278 4:-,(1 
,.;,;witzer1antl, 1,41J.j 2,361 4, -1:1:) G,r,,:; 
Holland, ~.4H 1,174 1,703 1 .-,.,.-, ,_ ..... _, 

:'{orway, ::.300 3,150 2,11:2 ] '~~~~~f 
Sweden. l.(lli/ 1,110 872 :2,()~\j 

Denmark, 1.)0 \10 2~Q ].)f) 

Italy, GO:! 41~1 GIS 3Dn 
Portugal, ~87 [,;j :2(j 29 
Belgium, 118 230 ·17-> 82 
West Indies, 449 ~~,;>4 :)7:) 2G-~' 
X ova Scotia, 101 ](ll 81 73 
Sardinia., 17J ] f;i) ~H) G!l 
South America, •l<l 103 1:21 120 '"' 
Ganada, 59 (j] 50 48 
l~bina., ~~ 11 0 11 
:~icily, 21 28 11 ·4~ 
)lexica, ~3 41 4:.! ~~ 

Russia, ~8 18 ';2:1 q·~ ·J·-· 
l·~nst Indies, 34 :-:~ 10 13 
Turkey, 6 5 4 4 
Greece, G 9 ,, 1 f_i 

Poland, ] •) ., 
rJ•J 183 14~ 18G 

.\rabia, 8 

Total, ~2fl,uU8 212,7 J6 289,801 2~1s,r;o1 

Number of passengers j01· the last 13 years who landed in New York. 
lf\41 57,337,1845 82,960 11849 2~J,j';/Cl 
!842 74,949 18·i6 • 115,230 1850 22G,287 
1843 46,302,1847 . . . 166,110 11851 . . . 209,081 
18H 61,002 1848 . . . Hll.\10\1 1852 . . . 310,:J35 
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