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RETURN 
To an Address,from the Legislative Assembly to His Excellency the Go• 

vernor General, dated the lOth September; for Copies of the Instruc

titms given by Government to Oliver \Vells, Esquire, Surveyor, to explore 

the L~nds situated on the River St. Maurice and its tributaries; of his 

Notes of such exploration, and also, of the Report and the Map drawn 

by the said Oliver Wells, in pursuance of the said instructions; as also, 

of all Papers and Documents relating to the steps taken by Government 

to open the Territory on the St. Maurice to the Timber Trade. 

By Command. 

Secretary's Office, 

A. N. MORIN, 
Secretary. 

Quebec, !2nd November, 185!2. 

CROWN LANDS DEPARTMENT, 

Quebec, 16th April, 1852. 
Sir-You are required to proceed to the River St. Maurice, for the purpose of 

inquiring into and reporting upon the state of the Lumber Trade upon that River 
and its tributaries; the circumstances connected with applications made to the local 
agent, Mr. Bochet, for timber berths thereon ; the extent to which the territory 
is occupied for lumbering purposes; the parties by whom it is so occupied; the 
position of the berths on which they are respectively at work; the extent of their 
operations, and the circumstances, authority, or pretext, under which they originally 
assumed the right of entering upon such occupation. 

In order that you may be the better able to enter thoroughly into the scope and 
tendency of these instructions, so as to understand fully the nature of the duty 
required of you, I shall enter into a brief review of the circumstances which have 
rendered this investigation necessary, and of the object to be attained by it: 

Until within the last year, there had been little notice taken of the Territory 
drained by the St. Maurice, and its tributaries, us a field for lumbering operations, 
for although it was generally supposed that there were large quantities of good 
timber thereon, the obstructions to the navigation of the river were of too formid· 
able o. nature for private enterprise to grapple with, and until these obstructions 
were overcome or removed, it was not possible that the timber could be made pro· 
fitably available to any considerable extent. With a view, however, to ascertain 
the resources of the country, a survey of the river was ordered by the Government, 
and instructions for such survey issued by this Department to Messrs. Bignell and 
Legendre, in 1847, and the result of their surveys having been made known 
through the Journals of the House of Assembly in 1850, many parties evinced a 
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desire by applying for limits, or otherwise, to avail themselves of the fie!~ which so 
extensive a Territory, not yet taken up, presented for the purpose offormmg estab
lishments for the manufacture of timber; but •till, although the resources of the 
country had become partially known, ~s the s~me formida?le obstructions existed to 
prevent or impede the descent of the timber, It was only m course of !he past year, 
when it became generally known that the Government h~d determmed upo~ the 
construction of slides and booms, which wonld open the river to the enterprise of 
the trade, that the applicants for limits, or timber berths, became very numerous or 
eager. 

It has been generally the practice (and yon will perueive it is so provided for in 
the 12th clause of the General Regulations) when any new Terri.tory was thrown 
open to the operations of parties engaged in the manufacture of hmbe;, by means 
of surveys, or in any other way in which any considerable expense was mcurred, to 
put the berths thus rendered available to the trade, to sale at public auction, between 
the parties desirous of obtaining them; this practice has been considered advisable 
with a view to the two-fuld object of reimbursing the Government by means of 
the bonus on the berths, payable, for the right to obtain licenses, by the highest 
bidders, for the expenses incurred as above stated, and of giving the public at large 
an equal chance of obtaining, by fair competition, any benefit accruing from the 
Government expenditure. 

Previous to the current season, (commencing with the first of May last) the Ter
ritory drained by the St. l\Iam~ce and its tributaries was like any other part of 
the country, under the general regulations, open to the enterprise of any indivi
dual who thought he could make the timber thereon available, and any one might 
have obtained license in the ordinary way, subject to the ordinary conditions, and 
conferring the usual privileges, for although the surveys executed by l\Iessrs. Big
nell and Legendre would have been sufficient ground for withholding licenses until 
the river should be thrown open by a general public sale, there was no object in 
doing so, as the surveys, without any improvement in the navigation of the River, 
conferred no such additional value upon the timber as to make the berths worth 
competing for. 

But when the improvement of the river was determined upon, it at once became 
necessary to suspend the granting of licenses until an opportunity for fair compe
tition could be afforded to the public at large,;,, the manner already stated. On ac
count of a change which was then in contemplation, affectino- the trade generally, 
instructions were sent to the respective Crown Land Agent~ throughout the Pro
vince, on the 30th April last, (1851 ), being the day on which all pre-existin" li
censes (which necessarily terminate on that day in each year) expired, to suspend 
the granting of any licenses, either for new limits, or by way of renewal of those 
formerly held, till further orders; this general order rendered any specir,l instruc
tions, with reference to the St. Maurice, unnecessary, until the proposed change in 
the system had been determined upon. 

Such change was embodied in the regulations of 8th Au"ust, 1851, and on the 
promulgation thereof, special instructions were at the same time communicated to 
Mr. Bochet, to the effect, that the Territory drained by the St. Maurice was not 
to be opened [or lice~ses until arrangemen:s, then in progress, were completed, 
when further mstrucbons were to be sent him. 

Mr: Bo.chet, however, mis-apprehending the effect of his instructions, seems to 
ha_v~ 1magmed that,. although he was prohibited from conveying or selling certain 
prm_leges, such as. hcenses confer, ~e was yet at liberty to promise such pi~vileges, 
an_d m the. m~an hme accept the pr1ce of them. He accordingly continued to re
Ceive apph~at10ns and accept money as deposits before, and as ground rent since, 
th; regulatio";s of the ~th August, 1851, were published, for which he gave re
ceipts conveymg promises that the licenses, for which such moneys were received, 
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would be granted ; this mis-apprehension of his instructions by the agent, embar
rassed and delayed the action of the Department in respect to the plan inten'ded to 
be adopted for throwing open the timber berths on the St. Maurice to the com
petition of the public, until the whole subject, as far as information could be obtain
ed, was brought under the consideration of the Government, and the legal opinion 
of the Honorable Attorney General Drummond obtained in relation thereto, and 
Qn that opinion the action now to be taken will be based. 

As it has, therefore, been determined that the mere applications for certain limits 
or berths, while the functions of the Agent in relation thereto were suspended, or 
the payment of moneys therefor, which were improperly received by the Agent, or 
promises made by him, cannot constitute titles, which he, the Agent, had no au
thority to convey, and the timber cut by those parties who have entered without 
any legal title upon various portions of the Territory, is subject to seizure and con
fiscation. Such, however, would be a measure of extreme and unnecessary sever
ity, and one never resorted to, except where the protection of some party aggriev
ed by the trespass calls for it, or when the law has been intentionally resisted or 
evaded, whereas in the present instance, the parties having been, in some measure, 
misled by the local authority, they may fairly claim to he entitled to favorable con
sideration, and to be dealt with leniently by the Government, and consequently it 
has been determined to exact only the ordinary Crown dues upon the timber they 
have cut. 

The Territory, however, will be laid off into timber berths, with a view to pub
lic competition, in the manner already described, wholly irrespective of the appli
cations hitherto made, or moneys received, or promises given, by the local Agent. 

There are nevertheless, certain classes of claims recommended, and still further 
entitled, to the favorable consideration of the Government, and whic1· I chall clas
sify according to the distinctions existing between them : the parties entitled to 
such favorable consideration will be, first, Those, (if any) who have regularly held 
license for specific limits and dnly occupied the same in terms of the regulations, 
prior to the first of May, 1851, and who were consequently, under ordinary circum
stances, entitled to have obtained the renewal of such licenses during the past sum
mer for the current season. 

2nd. Those (if any) who, although they may not actually have taken up li
censes, yet took all the necessary steps to procure them, entered up.on the occu
pation of specific berths, and laid out money in the improvement thereof, on the 
faith of the then existing regulations, prior to a knowledge of the intention of the 
Go\·ernment to improve the river having got abroad, (which may be presumed to date 
from the period at which instructions were issued from the Department of Public 
Works for an estimate,) and prior to the order suspending the granting of licenses. 

3rd. Those (if any) who, under the general misunderstanding conveyed by the ac
tion of the agent, have entered upon the occupation of specific limits, which they were 
led to believe they would obtain, and have expended sums of money in making im
provements of a nature to be available b~yond the operaoions of the current season. 
The Berths actually occupied by any of these classes, you will lay out upon the map, 
and report the particular circumstance-> connected with each case, for the further 
action of the Government upon consideration of thr merit' thereof. 

4th. Those who have applied for berths for the supply cf Sn\\' T11ills actually 
established on the river, anJ in such a position that they cannot derive a 
supply of logs from any other quarter: with respect to this latter class you will ob
serve that it has always been the policy of the Government to encourage suches
tablishments, on accouut of the greater field thereby afforded for labor, and the evi
dent tendency they have to create villages, and otherwi'e promote the settlement of 
the country, and on this ground saw-logs have always been charged at a lower rate 



than sguare timber, until a late period, when a distinction was made upon its becom
ing known that a considerable quantity of s~w logs were export.ed tin _the lo.fl"); 
this immediately led to the charge on logs, so mtended for expor!ation, bemg ra1sed 
to double the price of logs intended to be sawed within the Provmce. 

·with respect to this first class above adverted to, it will not be necessa~y to ex
tend your inquiries beyond the season which terminated on the _30th Apr1l, 1851, 
because any license which may have been held for any term prcvwus to that, unless 
it had been renewed in terms of the regulations up to that period, could not be re
cognised as conveying any claim whatever; in other words, when a license expires 
on the 30th April, it still conveys, by virtue of the regulations, a claim to renewal, 
provided all the conditions were complied with during the time it was current, pro
vided no special cause exists to the contrary, such as the land being required for 
settlement or other public purpose by the Government, and provided a certain specific 
course indicated by the Regulations be pursued in order to obtain such renewal ; fail
ing the steps necessary to obtain any renewal, the claim to it falls to the ground, and 
the berth becomes as much vacant and open to the next applicant as if the old 
license never had existed; consequently, any license of a previous date, which had 
fallen to the ground before the Regulations were suspended, can exercise no influence 
whatever; but those limits for which licenses were held up to the 30th April, 1851, 
and in respect to which the necessary steps were taken to obtain license for the 
current season, will come under the first head. 

With respect to the second class, you will observe that by the Regulations, when 
an application has once been determined by the agent to have precedence upon un
surveyed lands, the applicant has a period of three months allowed him before it be
comes necessary for him to take up license: If then, any person having applied, and 
obtained assurance that he was the first applicant, and therefore entitled to obtain 
the license, commenced operations and incurred expense, and only then became 
aware, before the expiration of the three months, that the order to suspend the 
granting of licenses had intervened, his case would come under the second head, and 
in fact with regard to any cbim his position would give him, it would be difficult to 
make any distinction between him and those who may he entitled to come under 
the first head: the number embraced in these two classes, it is presumed, will be ex
tremely limited, but the distinction in their position from that of others is important. 

The third class, it is also presumed, will be extremely li~ited, it needs no further 
explanation except that you will distingush between limits of this class occupied for 
ordinary lumbering purposes, and those occupied for the supply of Saw Mills, which 
would thus bring them under the fourth class. Having therefore laid out and described 
the berths coming under these heads respectively, you will proceed to lay out the 
remaining portions of the river into berths of given dimensions-irrespective of the 
promiscuous applications entered therefor--with an accurate description of each berth, 
by which it may be put up to sale, and which will be sufficient to designate it upon 
the license when issued, this will of course only extend to the River St. Maurice 
and such portions of its tributaries as have been surveyed, so as to enable you from 
the plans and field notes to make such accurate descriptions as may be depended 
upon; you will report also upon the extent you think under the circumstances, the 
scarcity or abundance of Merchantable timber, &c., the respective berths should em
brace, as ~ost adapted !o advance tJ:!e _interest of the trade, or whether in that or any 
other particular you thmk any devmtwn should be made from the ordinary reo-ula
tions; to a~sist you in coming to~ conclusion on these points, I may remarkbthat 
the berths licensed were at one perwd as large as ten miles square, and at an earlier 
period even larger than that : the object in allowing so large an extent to one berth 
seems to have been to encourage the enterprise of individual lumberers who in order 
tll induce th~m to iml;'rove and open up remote parts of the country, and to make 
streams nav1gable wh1ch were not naturally so, required to obtain extensive limits 
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to assure them of. a supply of timber for a number of years, during which they could 
cal?ulate upon bemg remunerated for the very heavy expenses they had sometimes 
to mcur for the above object; at present ten miles by five is the maximum extent 
which the regulations allow to one berth : for a short period, commencino- in 1846, 
the maximum extent was fixed at five miles by five, but the effect was fo~nd to be 
injurious to the trade as tending to produce too great a supply. You will consider 
these different points, and how tar the country drained by the St. Maurice, &c., is 
prolific in Merchantable timber as compared with other lumbering districts, in de
termining whether and to what extent a deviation from the maximum size at present 
allowed to timber berths would be advisable, bearing in mind as a reason against too 
extensive limits, that at least until such a di>tancc is reached as that other serious 
obstructions occur, the berths have all been maue accessible by the Government ex
penditure, and not by the means of the individuals obtaining them: anu as a reason 
against making them too small, the injurious effect a similar movement already had, 
and the tendency which the opening of so large an extent of lumbering country for 
the maqufacture of timber may have under any circumstances, to increase the supply 
beyond the demand. 

Yon will report also upon such reliable information as you can obtain, and from 
personal inspection, in so far as you may deem it necessary, of the tributaries of the 
St. Maurice ,~hich are as yet unsurveyed, as to the resources thereof' in Merchantable 
timber, and as to what streams it would be most desirable to proceed with the sur
vey of immediately with a view to their being laiu out into timber berths, and thrown 
open to competition. 

You will report further upon the ·resources of such parts of the country as may 
come under your observation, or in regar<l to which you can obtain reliable infor
mation iu an agricultural point of view, and direct attention to points where settle
ments coulu be advantageously established, and where immediate surveys for that 
purpose would be auvisable, and notice generally any other features in the character 
of the country worthy of remark. 

Finally you will at such time and place, as you may find most convenient, ascer
tain the quantities of timber and logs cut on the waste lands of the Crown by the 
respective parties lumbering on the St. Maurice and its tributaries, and having as
certained the said quantities you may settle with the parties at the usual rates and 
on the usual terms., whenever a proper disposition is evinced, bearing in mind that 
all the timber has been cut without legal authority; and is therefore subject to seiz
ure and confiscation, in which respect you are only to carry out the law in case of 
any resistance being offered, or payment, either in cash or by bonds signed by the 
principal and two sufficient surities, refused. 

You will observe also that the Act, 12 Vic. cap. 30, gives you the power to com
pel the parties to furnish statements upon oath of the quantities of timber or logs they 
have cut, and the rendering of any fabe statement, or the attempt to take advantao-e 
of any such false statement, subjects the timber on which the Crown dues are ,rt_ 
tempted to be evaded to forfeiture: this clause of the law applies even when the 
timber has been cut under legal authority, and should any attempt of the kind be 
made in the present instance, you will seize the timber in respect to which such 
attempt may be made as having been cut in trespass. 

Your instructions in this instance do not embrace the agency of Henri Lor, 
Esquire, which comprises the county of St. Maurice, but it is probable that instruc
tions will be sent you with reference to that portion of it from which the timber 
will del!eend by the St. Maurice River, and in the mean time you may make such 
information as you can obtain in relation thereto available, but you will remark with 
!'egard to the timber cut within that agency, that the case wears a different legal 
aspeqt from the other, and on which the Honorable Attorney General has not yet 
had an opportunity of giving an opinion. 
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You may also consult with Mr. Lor, w~o resid~s at Three Rivers, as ~o}he best 
means of securin"' the Crown dues on all timber hable thereto, descendm,. the St. 
Maurice, and av.:'h yourself of any assistance he c~n give. The property known .as 
the Jesuits' Estates will not be subject to your actiOn at present e1ther, unless special 
instructions be se-nt you relative thereto. Any information which you can however 
obtain upon the subject, in respect to t!mber, you .will report to the Department. 
The property appertaining to the J esmts'. Estates m .that part of the country com-
prises the seigniories of Cap de Ia Madalame and Bat1scan. . . 

Your pay in this special service will be 20s. per diem; your expenses, .cons1dermg 
the peculiar nature of the service, it would be difficult to specify, you will the!efore 
be allowed the actual amount incurred of which you will furnish an account m the 
manner directed in the printed copy ~f ''general. instruction~" to Surveyors; and 
it is with confidence in your judgment. and dis~retwn I wo~ld Im~ress upon you ~he 
necessity of the utmost economy consistent w1th the effiCient discharge of the Im
portant duty confided to you. 

You will call upon Mr. Bochet for any information you may require from him 
relative to his transactions as agent in addition to the notes you have already made 
from his reports. 

I have the honor to be, &c. 

(Signed,) 
OLIVER IVELLs, Esquire, 

Surveyor. 

JOH~ ROLPH. 

QuEBEc, 12th August, 1852. 
Sir,-In conformity to your instructions, of date the 16th April last, I would 

respectfully report that I have made an exploration of the Territory drained by 
the River St. Maurice, to as large an extent as it was belie,·ed the present require
ments of the Timber Trade would justify me in doing. 

In the performance of this service, I have ascended nearly all the tributaries of 
the St. Maurice, as high as \Veymontachingue, distances varying from 15 to 120 
miles, according to the size and importance of the rivers, but always carryinoo my 
exploration sufficiently far, to be able to base an estimate of the value,"' and 
amount of timber which each river wo~ld be likely to yield, from mv own obser
vations, and not from the reports of otners. 

I will detail, in as few words as possible, the general characteristics of the coun
try which I have traversed, the nature and extent of its resources, and the means 
which I conceive best adapted to make those resources profitable to the Govern
ment and the people. 

SETTLEMENT. 
The greater part of the Territory under consideration is poor land, beinoo "Cue

rally either light and sandy plains, or if undulating, as on recedin" from th~ rivera · 
the soil is then hard and the face rocky and mountainous. 0 

' 

It is thence not adapted for settlement, and would not justify the Government 
in making any expenditure either for surveys, or otherwise, wit.h a view to its settle
ment. Tb~re are, however, extensive ~e~dow lands along nearly all the rivers. In 
places hay may be cut to an almost unhm1ted extent, and in other parts the. ontL~y 
of a small amount oflahor in clearing the land would give a like result. 'These mea
dow lands are valnable, and upon them, as the ltlmher trade progresses settlements 
will undoubtedly be established to a greater or less extent. ' 
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TIMBER. 

Nearly the whole district passed over, and of which I herewith forward a plan 
a?ound~ .with White Pine tim be~. Immediately upon the rivers, the quality of th~ 
timber IS apt to be poor and subJect to knots and shakes or rots, but on leavinoo the 
streams, we meet with table land and high swells, containing, both upon the" side 
hills and in the valleys, thrifty Pine mixed with hard wood. Exceptino- upon the 
River Matawin, there is very little Red Pine. The general character of the land, 
and features of the scenery, are very similar so those of the country along the Ottawa 
and tributaries, between Pembroke and Lake Temiscaming. The revenue which 
will be derived to the Government from the timber in the St. Maurice District, 
under proper management, may be safely estimated at £8,000 annually. 

RIVERS. 

The St. Maurice River receives 24 tributaries, between Three Rivers and "\Vey
montachingue, of sufficient size to be made available for the purposes of descending 
timber. These are as follows :-Commencing at \\' eymontnchingue, namely, the 
Rivers Manouan, Petit Rocher, Petit Fhmand, ""indigo, Flamand, Coucoucache, 
Preriche, LaTrenche, Vermillion, Croche, Riviere au Lait, Bastonais, Petit Bas
tonais, Petit Ruisseau, La l\Iontagnc, Des Caribous, Rat River, IV esoneau, Petit 
Batiscan, Riviere a l'Oiseau, Bete Puante, Matawin, Miguinac, Riviere a Lac des 
Peches, Shawinigan. The obstructions which these rivers present to the descent 
of lumber are easily surmounted. 

It is true t~at shoals occur frequently, and that boulders would often require to 
be removed, but generally a slight expense, either in removing rocks, or in the 
construction of side dams or guide booms, would render the descent of timber easy 
and expeditious. 

All the branches of the main River St. :\Inurice traverse a Pine country, and 
many of them receive large tributary streams which also afford Pine to a greater 
or less extent. The chief part of the streams above enumerated retain their water 
nearly at the height of the spring freshets until late in the season; a fact which 
is of material advantage to the lumberman. 

In the accompanying field notes, I have given detailed minutes of the •ize and 
character of each river, as far as I have carried my explorations, with the nature 
and extent of the improvements required. 

IsLANDS. 

It is believed that the Islands in the main River St. Maurice or tributaries 
should not be sold, or conceded, but should be retained by Government for the use 
of lumbermen. They are frequently required for rafting or collecting timber, or 
for booming for its security. The concession of the Islands would also necessarily 
throw too much control over the river into the hands of private individuals. 

:f{oAn,-QuEBEC TO ST. MAURICE TERRITORY. 

It will be seen by referring to the accompanying plan, that a roall, leading from 
Quebec to the heart of the Lumbering District of the St. Maurice, would be 
shorter by some 15 or 20 miles than the present route from Three Rivers along the 
bank of the River St: Maurice. Many good reasons may be assigned in favor of 
opening this communication, of which it will be sufficient for me to mention one or 
two. The present winter road from Three Rivers to the Lumbering District, fol
lows partly upon the ice, which upon the River St. Maurice is at all times unsafe 
and difficult. Where it leaves the river the banks are generally high, rough and 
mountainous, thus presenting continual obstacles iu their natural features. There 
is also a continual liability to interruption from the accumulated masses of drifting 
snow, to which a road on the banks of so large a river is subject. On the other 
hand, the distl\,Dce from Quebec will be less, and it is evident that this communi-
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cation will be a material advantage to Lumber Merchants in transporting supp~es 
from the city. It will also form an opening for a large amount of laho_r, wb~eh 
during every winter season is here without employm~nt. The ~ost of OJ:?emng such 
a winter road will not exceed £3 l5s., or £5 per r~nle, exclusive of .br;dges. An 
estimate of these cannot be given until an exploratiOn be made, but It IS of course 
understood that they should be only simple pole bridges, such as lumbermen usually 
build at a trifling expense. The distance required to be cut out would. probably 
be 50 or 60 miles. The expense of the preliminary survey or. e~pl~r:'twn, at the 
usual estimate of £3 per mile, would be from £150 to £200; If JUdiCIOusly man• 
aged, it could not exceed £200. 

SunvEvs. 
It will be necessary that surveys be made for defining and bounding the Timber 

limits without loss of time-present applications for berths are numerous and press
ing, and unless measures are taken to grant licenses before the ensuing winter; no lum
bering will be done to any extent until :tnother year. I would not recommend that 
the rivers be regularly sun·cycd :tnd admeaeured, but that curoor! surve~s be ma?e, 
and that the Surveyor employed be instructed to ascend the nver or nvers whiCh 
shall be designated to him, without chaining; and at each five miles, (which any 
experienced practical Surveyor can estimate within a distance of 20 or 30 chains,) 
to plant plain and well defined boundaries, numbering the limits upon each side of 
the stream--the whole subject to future surveys, should the Department see fit to 
incur the expense. By following this method, the Surveyor can bound and define 
about 30 miles of front each day, whereas, if a regular survey be made, the aver
age distance reached is only 2 or 3 miles. If plain land marks be planted on each 
river, separating the limits in front, no disputes can arise as to extent or locality, 
and all the necessary results of a regular survey would be had at much less expense. 
The average cost of surveying each river, of from 80 to 100 miles in length, in the 
Ottawa, Saguenay, and other Districts, has usually been from £400 to £600,
whereas a survey of a similar river, in the manner now proposed, may be made 
for from £30 to £50, and every object connected with lumbering equally well at
tained. The rivers which it would be desirable immediately to lay off into limits 
are, the Rat River, Vermillion, Flamand and J\latawin, on the Westerly side of 
the St. Maurice, and the Croche, Trenche, Bastonai& and Miguinac, on the East• 
erly side; after which the survey might be extended to others of equal importance, 
but for which the applications are less pressing. 

S.\LE OF LIMITS. 
With respect to the sale of licenses, whether it will prove more advantageous 

to dispose of them by auction or by private sale, it is not easy to decide. While 
it is intended to prevent monopoly, or too great an extent of Territory from fallina 
into the hands of one or more wealthy individnals, it must also be borne in mind 
that it is th~ enterprising me_n of capital who make up the wealth of a country, and 
that they will not mvest capital, unless there is a reasonable prospect of encourao-e
ment. This could not be the case, if occupied limits, upon the expiration or"Ii
censes at the end of each year, were exposed to sale by auct.ion, as it is evident the 
str!'nger co.uld afford to bi~l a higher bonus than the occupant who should have 
bmlt shanties, cleared out nvers, and made other outlays upon the limits. In case 
the berths be adjudged b:J: au~tion, upon. the completion of the surveys, I would 
respect~ully s~g:gest that It might be adv~sable, in the mean time, to grant licenses 
to certam mdividuals who now have applications before the Government and who 
are making outlays in the Territory. I do not, however consider this :Ueasnre as 
involving a question'of right, but merely one of expedienc/ I have only to add, that 
I believe the method proposed by the Honorable Attorney General East in his Re
p~rt of March l_ast ,to the Council, "upon granting licenses in the Ter;itory of the 
River St. l\Iaunce -as also, the suggestion before the Council, under the same 
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head, by Mr. Dawson, of the Crown Limd Department to be suitable and well 
digested. ' 

AoENcv,-DuTIES oF AGENT. 

In order to re_nde: available the wide field of 'Yealth which the St. Maurice opens 

to the coui_~try, 1t. w11l be necessary t~at regulatiOns be framed and carried out by 

the Coun?1l, speCial~y adap~ed to tlus Ter1:itory, and that an Agent of integrity 

and practical expen~nce smted to so respons,_l>le a trus.t, be appointed. This Agent 

should have under Ins charge the whole Territory dramed by the River St. Mau

rice, as well as certain other parts of the Counties of Portneuf, Champlain St. 

Maurice and Berthier, and should have his office at Three Rivers. ' 

The Agent should be required to perform the duties of " Surveyor of Licenses 

and Collector of Crown dues, and also of Superintendant of Public ·works ;"-he 

should himself be capable of surveying into limits the Territory placed under his 

charge, which would make an annual saving to the Government of about £500, and 

should also be instructed to visit and inspect the limits under his charge, durin no 

each winter's operations, so as to he assured that parties do not trespass upo~ 
grounds not covered by their licenses. 

Where parties claim exemption from Crown dues on a part of their timber, he 

should compel such parties to produce proces-verbaux of survey, by a sworn 

Surveyor, identifying the position of the timber, with attested receipts from indi

viduals of the number of pieces for which exemption is claimed; -he should report 

to the Collector of Timber Dues "at Quebec/' previous to the departure of any 

raft from the public booms, at Three Rivers, the proprietor of such raft, total 

numlier and description of pieces, number of pieces (if any) exempt from duties, as 

also the names of Lumber Merchants in Quebec with whom the proprietor may be 

connected, and every other information which may serve to facilitate the "Collec

tor of Dues," at Quebec, in the discharge of his duty. Parties should be instruct

ed by the Agent to report the arrival of their raft to the " Collector of Timber 

Dues," immediately on reaching Quebec, and in all cases where proprietors of timber 

are dilatory in fulfilling the requirements of the Crown, he should at once seizethetim

ber, or take other stringent measures to enforce a prompt performance of the regu

lations. It is, of course, understood that every lumberman, on taking his license, 

shall be properly notified of such requirements, and the preliminary steps neces

sary for clearing timber should be taken early in the season, in order that no vexa

tious delays may arise after the opening of navigation. Holders of licenses should 

also fully understand, that they are to cause a survey to be made, at their own ex

pense, of the front and side lines of their respective limits, of which surveys the 

returns are to be lodged in the office of the Agent. Side lines to be surveyed at 

right angles with the general direction of the rivers. In addition to his usual re

turns, the Agent should also report to the Government, the number of berths he 

conceives necessary to be sold each year, in order to answer the requirements of 

the trade. 
PuBLIC WoRKS UPON THE RIVER ST. MAURICE. 

The St. Maurice District possesses an obvious advantage over others in the Pro

vince, by its nearness to the market; this will afford facilities to the lumberman to 

avail himself of the best market prices of the season, and is by no means an un

important ?onsideration; and whe? we tak.e into account the wide ext~nt of Terri

tory, rich m valuable forests of !lmber, hitherto unexplored, but whiCh the Pub

lic works now in progress of building upon the river will open to the public; and 

when we further consider that the annual revenue accruing to the Government 

from the rents and duties, cannot be less .than £8,000, but will probably much ex

ceed that sum, it must be allowed that the investment is a good one. A proof that 

the above sum of £8,000 is not an over estimate of the revenue that will be derived 
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from the Territory, (if proof were wanting) is had, in the fact that during the past 
season, while the works were yet incomplete, a small amount of lumberil)g has been 
done by five or six individuals of limited means, and the timber they have cut will 
yield to the Government, in Crown dues, something over £2,500. 

I would respectfully suggest:-
lst. That an Agent be immediately appointed for this District, the nature of 

whose charge I have already endeavored, in part, to point out. 
2nd. The performance of the necessary 'surveys, without loss of time, to the 

extent and in the manner herein\Jefore dejined. 
3rd. The immediate sale of licenses to several individuals, whose limits I will 

desi11:nate in an additional report and plans. 
4th. That in case the Government sell the limits by' auction, subject to the re

newal of licenses each year, that such renewal be granted without exposing occu
pied limits to competition; that is, that only ungranted and nnoecnpied limits he 
sold by auction. 

5th. That the expediency of appropriating a small sum for the purpose of open
ing a road from Quebec to the St. Maurice be taken into consideration. 

6th. That should there prove any deficiency in the grant for the construction of 
the slides, guide and retaining booms on the River St. Maurice, a further sum be 
appropriated sufficient to complete the works. 

7th. That special regulations, suited to this District, be framed and adopted by 
the Council. 

Accompanied herewith, I forward a plan of the country which I have explored 
as also field notes, shewing the details of my operations, and the character of eacl~ 
river and improvements required. I shall also transmit to you a separate Return 
and plan, specifJ:ing the area and locality of reservations for the present occupants 
of the St. Maunce, and other papers connected with the present existinO' Agen-
cies of the District. " 

I have the honor to he, Sir, 
Your most obedient and humble Servant, 

The Honorable the Commissioner 

(Signed,) OLIVER WELLS, 
Provin,cial Surveyor. 

of Crown Lands, 
&c., &c., &c. 
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LEGISLATIVE ASSEM11LY, 

ht Session, 4th Parliament, 16 Victoria, 1853. 
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RETURN 
To an Address from the Legislative As

sembly for Copies of Instructions to Oli

ver Wells, Esquire, Surveyor, to explore 

Lands on the River St. Maurice and its 

tributaries. 

0:-; 1\foTJO:< OF 1\fn. Por.ET'rE :

OuncnED to be printed, 2nd !llarch, 1853 . 

. Pnn<TED, 21st April, 1853. 

QUEBEC: 
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