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INTRODUCTION. 

It is the object of this pamphlet to rendl'l' hetter known the capahili
ties of those parts of our undeveloped lands which for brevity's sake we 

are accustomed to call our ilOrthern districts,-namely, Eastern Algoma, 
North Nipissing, Temi:';c<1ll1ing, the ,Vabigoon section and the Rainy 

River country. The statements hereafter made are drawn principally 

from official sources, or other accurate information, and in most cases the 
authority i.;; cited. Great pain.;; haw bel'n taken in order that an tJntirely 

trustworthy account of the country may l)e given. And from the te~ti
mony adduced and the arguments legitimately based thereon, the reader 
can scarcely ayoid arriying at the following conclusions: 

1. That N orthem Ontario i.'5 the best field now open for settlement 
by persons of small capital willing and able to work for themselves. 

2. That the abundance of 'Yell paid employment outside of agricul
ture renders it easy for a settler to establish himself by his own labor on 
his own land. ~ ot only are there good wage;; to be earned in the winter 
in the lumber and mining camps and elsewhere, but the settler has 

abundant opportunity to realiz~ ready money all the year round by work
ing on his own account at such industries as 

Cutting and hauling pulpwood and cordwood. 
Railway ties, posts and telegraph poles. 
Tanbark. 
Getting out pine logs under contract for lumbermen. 
,y orking on Government roads, bridges, etc. 
3. That independence can be achieyed there by a poor man sooner 

than the same position can be attained elsewhere. 
4. That whether for dairying, stock raising or general agriculture the 

country presents a combination of advantages that are found in few 
localities. 

5. That there is as great a range and variety of products there as 
anywhere. 

6. That in yield per acre of the principal crops the Northern Ontario 
lands actually excel the most fertile states of the American Union. 

7. That the advantages of having cheap fuel and building material 
more than counterbalance the disadvantage of having to clear the land. 

S. That the country is near to the great markets t)f the world and 

has water communications unrivalled, and railway advantages such as no 
other country ever possessed in its early days. 

[:n 
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9. That the climate is temperate when compared with that of many 

thickly inhabited and prosperous parts of the new and old wodcl 

10. That there is an entire absence of fever and ague, there is no 

malarial disease whatever, and in fact there is no healthier country under 
the sun. 

11. That our X orthern Districts are capable of maintaining hundreds 

of thousands of people in agriculture, mining, manufacturing and general 

industries. 

12. That already a surprising development has taken place. 
13. And that our Northern Districts possess all the advantages and 

qualities nec(','lc;ary to render them attractin to, and suit them for the 

home of the most progressive races, namely: 

Cheapness of land. 
Fertility of soil. 
First-class live stock and clairy advantages. 
Ability to produce all the Cl'OpS of the temperate ZUlli:. 

Incalculable forest wealth. 
Yariety "f industries. 
Winter l'llIpl(lYllJl'lIt. 
Good wages for labor. 
Immense milwral resourCeS. 
Cheap llUilcling material. 
Fuel for the cutting. 
Fruit for the picking. 
Fine Fisheries. 
Game plentiful. 
Great range of products. 
Water communication. 
Good rail wa \' accom lllodation. 
Religious and educational advantages. 
A healthy country. 
Pure and plentiful water. 
Regular rainfall. 
Temperateness of climate. 
Local market~. 
Nearness to foreign markets. 

Many causes arl' combining to direct renewed attention to the furest 

lands of Northern Ontario as a field for settlement. Chief among these 
causes are the following: 

The merits of the lands themselves as proved by the experience of 
those who have settled upon them. 

The almost complete absorption of the homestead lands of the United 

States. There is now no agricultural land to be had in the United States, 
except on payment of all it is worth, or more. 
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There are now no large tracts of fertile land a,nywlH'l'e in that country 
which have not fallen into the possession of raill'Oads, alien land owners, 
land companies and syndicates or other corporations who hold it for 
speculative purposes. 

The dealings of purchasers with these companies and corporations 
haye been extremely unsatisfactory to the purchasers. 

Many thousands of their purchasers haw failed in their attempts to 
payoff mort.gages giwn as pa,rt payment for their farms and have lo.~t 
all their substance as well as the most valuable part of their lives. 

Experience has shown there is a limit to the distance from the sea
board at which exportable crops, or crops whose price is settled in com
petition with foreign products, can be profitably raised-and this limit 
has been passed. 

A ,-ery large proportion of the western plains of the United States, 
which heretofore have been supposed to possess inexhaustible fertility, 
are found by experience to be so cursed with drouth as to renLler agri
culture a precarious and unattractive calling. 

Contemporaneously with the discovery of these facts, there has 
occurred, from cause or causes which are as yet somewhat obscure, it 
world-wide fall in the prices of agricultural produce, of itself sufficient 
seriously to embarrass all producers whose farms lie beyond the limit 
from which their crops can be cheaply transported to the places of con
sumption. 

And most important of all, it is clear that there has set in a reaction 
from that rush to the cities which has characterized the last fifteen years. 
It now looks probable that many of the cities on the continent will have 
difficulty in maintaining their own populations, and will not for some 
time to come be able to absorb the surplus population produced by the 
country districts, to say nothing of the foreign immigration. 

From the above, among many other causes, it has come to pass that 
thousands of industrious, perseYl'ring and intelligent men ha.\'e had it 
borne in upon them that there is no longer any hope in their present 
situation. Many have arrived at the conclusion that to g<) upon the land 
is the only resource that promises them at once safe present employment 
for their little savings and the prospect of an independent subsistence for 

the future. 
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The land being the only visible resource of many thousands of un

employed artisans, struggling traders and starving laborers, and also for 
the immense yearly output of thrifty farm hands and farmers' sons who 
cannot possibly find employment in the older settled districts, the ques
tion arises, Where is the land to be found? It must be cheap land for 
such persons as han been mentioned possess little or no capital. It must 
be near at hand, easily and cheaply accessible, healthy and temperate. 
It must be a district in which work is to be had and cash earned in order 
that the settler and his family may be maintained in comfort during the 
first few difficult months while the land is being cleared and brought into 
hearing. In short, what is wanted is land that can be had for the per
fOl'lllance of settlement duties, or for little more than that; land on which 
a man possessing good health, strong arms and a resolute heart can go 
with only a rudimentary knowledge of agriculture, and from which, as 
can be :-;e8n from examples around him, not I )Illy a mere living but a com
petence can be wrested; land which is not so distant from market that 
the crops grown on it are valueless to the gl'()\Yel' : and in a dil3trict pos
sessing all the necel3saries and comforts of ciyilization. 



PART I. 

ALGOnA AND NIPISSING. 

The Advantages Offered. 

At our own doors in the districts of Algoma and ~ipissing we haye 
a yast tract of land which possesses aU the qualities and advantages just 
described as necessary. ;\ ot only do the lands of AI:,;nllla and :;'{ipic;sing' 
comprise millions of acres in <':-;:tent, but they are easy of access, cheap, 
and a very large proportion of them are of remarkable fertility. As will 
be shown hereafter and proyed by the official records of actual achieve
ments, the lands in these districts will yield in abundance almost every 
article of agricultural produce proper to the temperate zone. The crops 
of cereals and grasses will be proved actually to exceed the yields of the 
most favored sections of the lTnited States, and even the average of our 
own fertile Province. The capabilities of the districts for live stock and 
dairy produce will be shown to be very great. 

As to length and seYerity of the winters it will be proved that 
N orthel'll Ontario has nothing at all to be afraid of in comparison with 
other sections supposed to be more favored by nature. The winters in 
Algoma and ." ipissing are infinitely more pleasant and Ie;.;s trying than 
the winters in the ,\T estern States, even so far south as the States of 
Illinois, Missouri and Kansas; and Algoma and ~ipissing nre paradil'e 
itself compared with the Dakotas and Minnesota. The parts of Algoma 
and Xipissing of which this i.-; written are in fact further south than a 
large part of the states last named. Latitude for latituc1u the Canadian 
climate is more temperate than the American. 

In the excitement that has attende(l the absorption of the good land 
of the Western States, the railroad-building and the rush to the cities, 
this northern land of ours has been somewhat ovel'looked-but by no 
means entirely so, for many thousands of industriou:-; settlers han' gone 
in there during the last few years, notwithstanding the appll,rently gl'C'atel' 
attractions offered elsewhere. It is now seen and realized that for solid 
sterling merit the bushland", of Northern and Western Ontario offer in
ducements which if not as great as those offered by the far-famed western 
peninsula of our own Province, are actually greater than those offered by 
any other now unoccupied body of land, when all thing;.; are taken into 
account. 

It is the object of this work to sho.w that not only have Algoma and 
Nipissing all the incidental advantages necessary for the satisfaction of 
every reasonable want of the settler, but that they furnish actually the 

[ 7 ] 
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best field now open on which an industrious man can start with pr~cti
cally nothincr and securincr a comfortable livinQ' from the first, can achIeve 

. 0" b '--' 

in a few years a position beyond comparison more stable and agreeable 
than anything which lies in front of th\'l average wage worker. 

It is not claimed this desirable position of independence c~n jJe ob
tained without continuous hard work, privation and self del1lal. New 
settlers everywhere have to suffer hardships and to perform labors which 
weaklings should not attempt. The settled part of t~is Provin~e has 
only been wrested from the forests at the cost of hardshlps almost ll1COll

ceivable to us who benefit by the labors of the early pioneers. .In t~le~e 
days the labor of chopping out a bush farm, though severe, IS chIld s 
playas compared with that which the former generation had to und.ergo. 
In the old times it was not uncommon for settlers to have to carry 111 on 
their backs for several days' journey their furniture, flour and general 
supplies. In the districts of which these pages treat, a settler would 
have to try very hard in order to get more than a few miles from a base 
of supplies and usually the greater part of his transportation can be done 
by water. The old pioneers had frequently to wait many years before 
they could establish churches, schools and municipal organizations. No,:, 
,,0 admirably organized are the missions of the various Christian denOll1l
nations that very few indeed are the settlers who do not have an oppor
tunity of helring the Word of God every Sabbath. As to education, 
schools spring up as soon as the children are there, and the excellent 
municipal laws of this Province provide a form of local self-government 
cheap, efficient, easily worked and entirely adapted to the needs of a new 
and struggling community. 

The Broken Character of the Land the only serious 
Drawback. 

A disadvantage of Algoma and Nipissing, of which much is made 
by persons accustomed to level lands, is the broken character of parts of 
the country through which it is necessary to travel in order to reach the 
arge tracts of really excellent agricultural lands with which the country 

is dotted over. It is not sought to minimize the seriousness of this 
drawback. Had it not been for the obtrusiveness of certain rocky ridges 
and escarpments, our northern townships would doubtless have been 
settled long ago. The fact that the immediate shores of Lake Huron 
are r0cky has lead to the supposition that all behind wa, barrenness and 
desolation. But aN a matter of fact, some millions of the best acres in 
Olltario lie a few miles bey,nH] tlwse rocky coast lines. Many very pros
perous farmers are living there and thriving settlements are growing up. 

Many ~f the smaller lakes an.] ri\'crR have rocky and uninviting 
Rhores, and III HUllle parts of the country outcrops of granite occur. It 
is not desired that anyone should settle on these ridg'(,R. On the con
trary, it is the earnest desire of the Government of Untario that these 
rocky lands should be left clothed with forests in their natural condition 
for the shelter and protection of the adjacent country and the conserva~ 
tion of our summer raim;. 
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But-and it is easily understood when pointed out-a ridge of rocks 
is often more conspicuous than formidable. So e\'ident an object fills 
the eye and limits the horizon. At the same tiull' the space "ccllpi,",l in 
the country may be quite illsigni6cant in comparison with that occupied 
by the ndleys and unobtrusive plains. Taking out a few parte; of the 
country which are not fitted for settlement, the remainder may be 
arcurately described ae; well tith·.] .for agricultural purpOH(,.~. Many 
thousands of lots can IX' found with little or no surface rock upon them 
-and, a word to the wise, first come first senl'd. Other lot.,; will be 
found having perhaps more rocks upon the surface; yet they may be very 
desirable lots. For the truth is that when this great natural rlrawblck 
of broken lands is looked into, it is e;een to have some compensating 
features. The fact of the many fertile tracts J,.'ing interspersed with 
lakes, rivers and forest-crowned ridges of rock is by no means disadvan
tageous. Many a farmer in Southern Ontario would conceive himself 
blessed indeed if he had a hundred acres of hill or bush pasture attached 
to his farm: if he could hase his fuel and fencing and building material 
for the cutting: if, in short, he had to own two hundred acres instead of 
one hundred, which ic; practically all the disadyantage entailed by the 
broken character of the land. The exiHtence of the bush land, the lakes 
and the riwr,~, is in 1Il<1llY ways most beneficial to the settler. The bush 
will furnish him with work that will be increasingly well paid, as the 
forests further south are depleted; and the lakes and rivers are not only 
a means of communication, but serve to temper the climate, warding off 
frost for days and weeks after it has appeared in localities remote from 
the water. The lakes and rivers also furnish an abundant food supply, 
which only needs reasonable treatment to be permanent. . 

Home Markets and Employment Outside Agriculture. 

Among other advantages which the pioneer settler of to-day has 
over those of the last generation is that the market for hardwood is 
growing very rapidly. The getting out of hard wood is likely to be a 
regular business, and, conjoine I with the pine lumbering, pulp-wood and 
other industries, is likely to furnish the settler with work for himself 
and his teams, and a ready market for his products for an indefinite 
period to come. 

Large mills for the manufacture of wood-pulp ha\'e been ee;tablished 
at Sault Ste. Marie, where an immense water power has just hel'n made 
available by means of a canal, and also at Sturgeon Falls. These will 
furnish a market for a large quantity of pulp-wood, and having such an 
immell'3e field to draw from, the industry can hardly fail of succc"". They 
will furnish employment directly and indirectly for huncll'l'd" of thuo
sands of persons. 

The busine;;s of getting out mil way ties, tan-l.ark, cedar' posts and 
telegraph poles is one the magnitucle of which few outsiders can realize. 
When it is stated that the Canadian Pacific Railway alune hae; pnn·hasecl 
from settlers and others since lSt\3-4 an enormOUH nUlll bel' of ties, proL.
ably ten million in all, some iclea may be formed as to the amount of 
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money that has gone into the bush to pay for labor, etc. Over a million 
of these ties were bought from settlers, and were therefore free from 
government dues. . . . 

The possibilities in front of the Algoma ~ettl~r.m producmg supph~s 
for miners appear to be unlimited. Good authontIes say that there. IS 
no other part of the world in which rich mineral lands a~ld tracts of nch 
acrricultural land are so mixed UI) tocrether as they are m Algoma. To 

to> to> thO 
set on foot and denlop a gigantic mining industry in A~goma, no mg 
is wanted but a market for the product-which market WIll some day be 
opened up, either rapidly by the admi,sion of .our ~nineral p:oducts. to 
the United States, or more slowly h)' the expamllon of our own mdustnes. 

Extent and Characteristics of Algoma and Nipissing 
Districts. 

The nam", Algoma is commonly applied to all that large territory 
stretching from a little \\'e."t uf Sudbury ttl the Lake of the \Y oods, and 
fron the Great Lakes, including the Manitoulin islands, etc., to the 
Albany river, one of the principal aftiuents of Hudson's Bay. 

The Nipissing District bonn.1s Algoma on the east, and extends 
north wan 1 to the limits of the Proyince on Hw l,.;,)ll's Bay and the Albany 
river. It includes the Temiscaming settlement, hereafter described. 

Algoma and Xipissing tu.c.;·dher form a territory of immense size. It 
is laJ'g'>r than almost any of the United States, larger than the New 
Englanel Stutes with X l'W York added: larger than any European 
country l'XCl'l,t Russia, anel larger than a half dozen of the smaller 
European staks put together. . 

1t is a region of c()llsic1embll' diYer."ity of clilllak, uf bountiful 
summer rains and moderate summer heat. The thou,.;allils of lakes are 
g'i\'ing up constantly of their llI"j"ture to the air. The ,\ltel'llation of tem
perature over the lanel amI the water cause frequent eomll'n,,-;atioll and 
precipitation, an,l thus snch a cahtmity as that summer drouth which in 
the summer of 1KU4 reducl'(l the en IpS of the ,"Vestern Statl's 1)\, lUany 
millions of 1'\1sltds is unklluwll. ' , 

It exhihit" an I'Dllles,.; variety or hill and dalt', rapid and ca:-:eade 
lake, ri"er and forest. Its lakl'~ a11<l riYel'l' furnish unrivalled water~ 
ways. Its nUrllerous wood-CrOWlll'd rocky ridges furnish shdter for the 
fertik valleys they L'llClol'l', anel free pastnragl' for the cattle that roam 
tl1l'l'C,jn for DI 'ady S('H~n month" of the yl',u. The lower lands are almost 
al ways cultivable, and fret luent Iy pos.'-;L':-::-: a 11q .. ~Tt'C' of richness that sur .. 
prj,-;,cs the 1I1'holclt~1'. The soil is of all "tLrieties; clays of many kinds 
clay loalll, :-::lndy ]onlJl, rich black Yl'gdable mould, allllnut a little sand 
that is too ligllt fill' agricultural PUl'P°";L',", though supporting a heav,' 
timber .c.;Towth, and p]'csllnmbly atlaptell excellently for bush pastur~s 
subsidiary to other ridl(,]' land. 

:;\f 0 ~ountry coul(l be 1J1'tter (~rained, The iI:regular surface provides 
for a rapId flow of the watl'r, wluch soon fiml." Its way into the riYers 
and lakes lying on the lower levl,h Thus, though the rains are frequent 
and bountiful, the crops aJ'l' not subject to be drowned, or the land soured 
by stagnant water lyinc.; in the ,.;ui L 
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General Aspect of the Country. 

The country is best described as an undulating plateau or table-land 
-elevated some 600 to 1,000 feet aboYl' sea ley..1. Ridges of rock, some
times burned off and bare, but oftener clothed with a yig'orous f()I'est 
growth, tra\-erse it in some sections. ~ aturally these ric1g·e.~ fill the eye, 
and the beholder is apt at first to underestimate' the extent of the good 
land lying between them. As a matter of fad, the proportion of the 
country which consists of bare or scantily covered rock is much smaller 
than is generally supposed. Ohsen-ations made at the riY('r ]'ortl1ges are 
necessarily misleading, as these al ways occur \\."here some I'idg'''' of rocks 
has altered the leyel of the country. 

Generally, on the e"tahlishment of a settktnent, it turns out that the 
proportion of cultivable land is larger than was at first suppm;ed. The 
hest land will usually be founel in the yalleys hetweL'n the ridges. Fre
quently the.-;c yalley.,:, arE' of large extent, curving round the ridges, 
separating and reuniting, forming good arahle tracts of thousands of 
acres in ext.ent, while the rocky land; furnishes bm;h range for cattle 
and a base of supplies for buileling, fencing and fuel purpose;s. The con
stant succes~ion of hill and \-ale and the spm'lde of the water illuminat
ing its own setting of many shaded green, viewed uncler a sky of Italian 
blue, flecked here and there with the most wonderful fleecy clouds and 
lit up by a sun whose rays fall unimpeded through the sing'ularly clear 
air, form a \-ision of entrancing loveliness. It is the world-famed scenery 
of the Muskoka lakes produced over and over again, but ever with new 
and sUl'l,rising \-ariation. 

Water Everywhere. 

No country could be more abundantly blessed than Algoma and 
Nipissing in this respect. The water of the river.'3 and lakes is of crystal 
purity and almost uniformly soft. :Frequently it is of a hrownish tint, 
the consequence of its action as an almost perfect solvent, aided perhaps 
by the presence of a little iron on the bark and roots of fallen trees. The 
coloration does not affect the pleasantness of the taste nor the perfection 
of the water for drinking purposes. Its softness renders it IllU"t \Taluable 
to all who are affected with rheumatic or kidney troubles. As many of 
the thousands of summer visitors to MU8koka know, rheumatism com
monly disappears within a few days of their coming in, to reappear as 
soon as they have returned to their hard water at horne. And the soft 
water appears also to have a permanently beneficial effects on lllany 
obstinate cases of constipation and cliarrhrea. Almost everywbere are 
to be found springs apparently icy col,l, but which never freeze up, 
maintaining the sallle tClllp"mture all the year rounel. 
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Cheap Fuel and Building Material. 

The possession of cheap building material is a boon beyond price to 
the settler. It more than offsets the cost of clearing the land. Whereas 
on the prairies the settler must be prepared to payout in cash several 
hundred dollars for lumber for house, outbuildings, barn, stable and s?me 
fencincr in the forest he can build for himself structures more convement 

~, . . . 
and efficient and infinitely more comfortable at a cash outlay qUIte mSlg-
nificent in comparison. Especially is this the case with relation to build
ings for housing live stock. It is not an inaccurate statement th.a~ t~e 
cost of the buildings necessary to shelter cattle on the western praIrIeS IS 
almost equal to the value of all the cattle they will hold. Again, the 
woodland settler has an immense advantage in not having to payout 
cash for fuel. In the Western States, it is not uncommon for a farmer 
to have to layout $100 or more for his year's fuel. E'~en in Ontario in 
the older settled parts, there are many farmers on whom the cash outlay 
for fuel is one of the most serious demands. But in our newer districts, 
the farmer who chooses to profit by the experience of the older countries, 
and to layout his farm properly, need have no apprehension that iuel 
will he scarce in his day or that of his children. The ridges and the poor 
land should never be cleared at all, but maintained as a pasture and fuel 
l'esern, from which only those trees should be removed which have 
attained their growth and are about to be set aside by nature in the 
ordinary course. 

As a Dairy Country. 

Algoma and Xipissing possess advantage:'! that are absolutely unri
valled as the scene for dairying operations. While, on account of the 
broken character of the country, the locations for large cheese factories 
and creameries may be few, yet there are undoubtedly some places wbere 
the !llilk of a su~cient number of cows can be got together to render 
p.ossIble the establ~shn:en~ of e,nterp.rises .of th~ largest kind. But par
tIcularly where tlllS dIstrIct wIll shme WIll be m those crilt edcred article,.; 
of dairy produce which are not necessarily madl' on a la~"e scale. Gi\'l'n~ 
a country where miasmatic exhalations are unknow'n; ;here the wate; 
is a~undant, pure, free from miner:"l contami,n~tion and of unvarying 
qualIty the year round; "'hen' .the gmS'iec; are JUICY, sweet and fragrant 
and the forests full of aroma,t,I(' ]":Lves and herbs: where the cattle are 
as a rule cxe~pt .from all ailments except those consecluent upon acci
dents occurrmg m the Imsh awl upon such troubles as may be broun·ht 
~m ~y careles,'i exposure, or its opposite, too little ventilation; where fe~d
I.ng IS necesqary- not for a longer but ~or a shorter period than at the 
front,; where IC~ can lil' had for ha,ulI?g and stored ~n buildings costing 
practI~ally notbmg; where' tramlportatlOn to market IS easy and cheap; 
there IS no reason why our northern butter and cheese should not soon 
estab~ish for th~mc;el ves a reputation that would enable their makers 
practIcally to dIctate their own pricC'l-l. 
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As a Stock Country. 

The prime requisites fur profitabk KLock raising are: Cheap laud, 
good water, cheap transportation, chen,p building matl'rial, theap footl, a 
healthy country nnd a llliid climate. AlgulliCt and Nipi::;sing po::;:-;eKK all 
these to a remarkable degTl·e. The land call lH' had for free grants; al,;,) 
for settlement duties and in KUll1e CHKt.'c: fill' twenty cents an acn' and in 
others fifty cents an acre. The excdlellce and ab~ndance of the \Yater 
and the cheapness of buildin.!..!,· material have been Kpoken of el.sl'where. 
As to transportation there is no reaKun why the re:oidents of Algoma and 
~ipissing should pay appreciably more than i" cbarg'"d to the farmer :!OO 
miles west of Toronto. In fact the probability is that from the frequency 
of the water routec:, the northern farmer will eycntnall)' get his stuff to 
market cheaper than his western competitor will. 

Cattle. 

The breed of cattle best suited for the Kettler in his early days is the 
Devon, which is hard~', light, actiYe, early to mature, furnishes an excel
lent article of beef, and is tractable and ilJtelligent. The last named 
qualities are important, inasmuch as the settler being "ften poor is com
pelled to rely much on the labor of working oxen, and Devuns make the 
best. \Yell trained oxen are easily and cheaply bought throughout the 
distri.ct X ot only do many of the settlers make a business of breeding 
alld training them, but there are constantly yokes of oxen for ~ale by 
settlers who having become rich enough to purchase horses, have ceased 
to rely upon the slower and cheaper animals. 

In these days, howc\'er, horseflesh is phenomenally cheap- cheaper 
in some places pound ft,r pound than oxen; a condition which is quite 
unnatural and cannot last. The probahility is that oxen will continue to 
be used in Northern Ontario just as they still are used in )few England, 
and that therefore the Devon will continue to be a most desirable breed. 
Where dairying is the specialty, the Ayrshires are doubtless more profit
able, and in pal ticularly rich spots the Shorthorns, Herefords and Jerseys 
can be made to develop their peculiarities to perfection. In fact exhibi
tors from the free grant countries frequently capture some of the best 
prizes at the principal exhibitions in the Pro\'ince. 

Sheep. 

The supreme excellence of the mutton in the Muskoka and Parry 
Sound countries and in the Manitoulinc: and other parts of Algoma is a 
matter of surprise and satisfaction tv the visitor. Travelled Canadians 
and foreigners say there is nothing to compare with it elsewhere, even 
the famous Welsh and Cheviot product~ being held to be distinctly 
inferior in flavor. An immense business lie~ ready to the hand of the 
genius who will organize the production and placing on the markets of 
the large American and Canadian cities a regular supply of Northern 
Ontario mutton and lambs guaranteed to be such and charged for accord
ingly. The sheep is by nature exactly arlapted to Northern Ontario, the 
larger breeds of Downs succeeding best. They thrive admirably, picking 
up a living for themselves, and even getting fat on the poorest of land 



and needinO' but little care and attention, except during the breeding 
season. The greatest drawback to this industIy is the depredations of 
the dogs, with which all new settlements are usually overrun. In Algoma 
and Nipissing this drawback is accentuated by the visits of a lot of hun
ters who bring in hounds not sufficientlY trained .to enable them ~o 
distinguish between mutton and venison. The dog dIfficulty, ~lOwever, IS 
not an insuperable one, and it should not be allowed to i'ltand III the way 
of a most profitable branch of agriculture. 

Hogs. 

,Yithin the last few years there has been a great change in the views 
of the Ontario farmer as to hogs. 'Whereas a few years ago he was 
inclined to abandon hoC>' raisinO' to the W l'i'ltel'll States, and it was a com-

~ h • f ' 
mon thino' to find ChicaO'o pork all the year round on an Ontano armer s o 0 • . 

table, now it is seen that the ,Vestern States cannot compete WIth us III 
raising small, quick maturing, not over fat animals. to be turned over to 
the packers at 100 to 120 pounds. Canadian bacon and hallls from such 
animals have already made such a mark on foreign markets that the 
future of this business is assured. The product of corn-fed animals can
not enter into competiti( III with us, and the market is one than can hard~y 
be glutted. The farmers of Northern Ontario have great advantages III 

this business. The breeding sows will be easily sheltered and fed, the 
young pigs will pick up a great part of their o\\'n living almost from the 
start, and in the fall and early winter, after a few weeks of pea and 
barley feeding, will be brought to the knife in splendid condition for the 
packer. 1t is possible> that the lumber camp::; will continue to import the 
thick, hcsyy product of the ,Vestern States, and that Northern Ontario 
will never be able to cumpete with that on cyen terms. ,Yhy attempt to 
compete with it when a better and highel' priced articl,,' can be easily 
produced? 

Cereals, Grasses and Vegetables. 

No one tract of country will grow every crop valuable to man. 
Each grass and each grain has its favorite habitat wherein it grows to its 
greatest perfection. ThL' belt of latitlHIL' comprisinO' Algoma and North 
Nipissing will grow to perfection as great a numb~~' of the grasses and 
graim, as can be grown anyw lll're. Timothy and red-top succeed admir
ably, especially the formL'l'. White clover is natural to the soil cominO' 
in of its OW? accord ~I~ng the roadsicle and in the pastures eve~ywher~. 
R:ed clover YIeld~ prO(h~IOUi'3 cr.ops. Potatoes III this soil so rich in potash 
gIve enormous ~Ields of a quahty that cannot be surpassed. Root crops 
are of such. ?lllform excellence and certainty as put the district's future 
for stock raIsIng.lll'y"nd all doubt .. COl'll yields very profitably as a for
age plant and w~th care and attentIOn can be ripened, but not so cheaply 
w". to compete w.Ith land fa~·ther so.uth. Wheat of superb quality, both 
WInter and sprmg, and WIth a YIeld .OI1ual to any part of the Province 
can b~ g~own .here. The barley ahllUst. e'lU1ds that of the Lake Ontario 
?Ounties III bnghtnes~ and "ften exceeds it in yield. The oats are heayici' 
In the head, eleaner from rust, and brighter in the strn \Y than the oats of 
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the southern counties, and yields of fifty bushels to the acre are not 
uncommon. Peas flourish exceedingly, the straw being abundant and 
clean, and the peas bright, large, sound and frel' from wl'('vil. From 
thirty to thirty-five bushels to the acre is 11 frequent crop. Buckwheat 
succeeds well; so do beans as a garden crop. 

Wild Fruit. 
Raspberries grow fred~' around the edge:.; of the clearingl'l, along 

fences and roads, in any waste places, and after tires. The yield of this 
fruit is incredibly great. Blueberril's and Imckleberries of se\'eral kinds 
grow on the rocky ~h(>n's of the lakes, on the islands, and occasionally in 
swamps and old bean'l' meadows. Cranberries are found in the marshes 
and will always bring a good price. Another species called the high bush 
cranberry is a nry palatable fruit, but does not occur in quantities suffi
cient to make it commercially valuable. Blackberries and dewberries 
occur in great quantities. Stra w berries are scattered alm03t e\"eryw here 
in the open parts. \Yild che1"1"ies, plums, currant.s, goosebl'ITil'~, and III 

sunny, sheltered spot.s wild grapes grow luxuriantly. There are many 
other kinds of edible wild fruit which have no familiar names. 

Countries Included in Belt of Latitude, 40 to 55 Degrees. 
In t.he New \Yorld, as well as in the Old, the grains and grasses 

attain their best development blOt ween latitudes 40 and 5.5. These lati
tudes include: 

Old World. 

Part of Spain. 
France. 
Germany. 
Switzerland. 
Netherlands. 
Austria. 
Denmark. 
Russia. 
Great Britain, most of, and the in

fluence of the Gulf Stream so 
modifies the climate of the north
ern part of Great Britain and of 
the Scandinavian countries as to 
make their productions similar to 
those of countries further south. 

New World. 

In the New \Vorld, nineteen-twen
tieths of the lands that can be 
profitably cultivated between the 
40th and 55th parallels of lati
tude are in Canada. Nearly all 
of that part of this land which is 
in the United States is either, as 
in the west, affected with summer 
drouth;.;, or, as in the south, has 
too high a summer temperature 
to fa\'or the productions of the 
temperate zone. 

Northern Limit«; of Production of Cereals. 
~ early all of the districts treated of in this pamphlet are situated be

tween the 46th and 47th degre~s of north latitude On another pacre will be 
found a table sh wing that the countrie, from wnrch have issu:d nearly 
all the progressive races ill the world are north of latitude 46", The facts 
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giwll next below prove that all the principal crops of the temperate zone 
can be grown successfully some hundreds of miles-even m.ore than a 
t,housand miles north of AluOIna ~ipissillO' and Temiscammg. From 

0' '" 
Hudson Bay records and the reports of explorers it is proved. that many 
kinds of crops are grown in the far north localities here mentlOned: 

I 
'Latitn<le 

! north. I 
----------------' ----, 

Fort Yukoll, .\la,ka. lili.:{7 

New Furt, (;f)od }flllH', Oll .:\lal'i';:\'JI-
zie ri,-er. lil5.W 

Fort Xorman, on ~Ia('kl'm.il' ri\'(~r. li+.:;+ 

Fort Silnp~on, 61.5~ 

Fort Prm-irlenee, neal' I :r,·"t :-;\;"'(' 
lake lil.30 

Fort Lainl, ~Iaekl'm,i,' l'i\'L'l'. .-,!I.IIII 

Fort 11111I\-"gaJl, fill 1'(',1('l' 1'1yCl'.. . .. ,-.n.II,,", 

Edmonton, on the N"l'th :-;",katl'il,1 
ewan .... ,' 5:3. :1., 

Cumberland H,m,,', +~.) miles north-
\\Tl-;'8t fron1 \ \"llllli pt'g . . . . . . . . . . . . f1;). ;)U 

),gl'il'ultUl'al products. 

Tumil'" onions, lettuce, potatues, etC'. 

Bad,·.,', 1" ,tat, 'l'" , turnips and other yegetables_ 

'Yheat, j,ade~', p"tat",·.", turnips, onions, let
tuce. 'I\'heat sometimes ,ul'l'l'eds. 

\Yhcat, hadl'Y, putat()e:o-;, turnips, onions, let
tuce. Hil1'ky 1:-:; a SUl'e crop. 

'Yheat ti.~ tu 69 p"ulld" t" 1,""hc1, WOIl prize 
at Philadelphia C'<:lltellllial E"hil,iti"ll. 

"'hl,,,t, j,adey, rye, uats, Indian corn, puta· 
t()c:->, turnips and other Yt'gc·tahll's. 

\\'h"at, hll'I,'y, peas, corn and putatoes ha,'e 
I"'l')l raisl'.! here f,,1' 11111 yeal'sand hayesel
dow failed. 

Red Fife and I 'lui, \I'hl'at, hl'sitil's other grain, 
and a YHl'll't\' of Yl'trl'tallll'~, are grown suc-
cessfully.· " 

Lll~lll'iil»t CI'UP" of ,I'1W<1t, harley and coon, 
with all 'Urts of ""getal,les are raised here. 

The Question of Latitude. 

. Now, taki~g 46.30, the l.ati~ude of Sault Ste. Marie and Sudbury, as 
~he average latIt,:de of the dIstricts treated ?E in this pamphlet and tak
mg the geographIcal degree at 69 statute 111Iles, the stations above men
tioned are situated at the following distance3 further north: 

Fort Yukon is ..... 1,388 miles further north than Sault Ste Marie 
NewFortGoodHope 1,363" " " " 
Fort Norman. , .... 1,210 
FortSimpson .... " 1,050 
Fort Providence ... 1,035 
Fort Chippewa. . . . 1:>+2 
Fort Laird. , _ .. , . . 862 
Fort Dunvegan, , , . (j64 
Edmonton 488 
Cumberland House. 512 

" 

" 

., 

" 

" " 
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It will give the above figures a great deal more siO'nificance when it 
is pointed out that Sault Ste. Marie is only 192 mil~" north from the 
latitude of Toronto. 

As far as latitude is concerned, Algoma and Nipissing districts and 
the Temiscaming settlement are in that helt of the world which has ever 
been the most famous for the prolluction of gT:tf;Ses vegetables fruits 
cereals and-men. ." , 

It is true that in Western Europe the different crops can be success
fully cultivated two or three degree." farther north than they can here. 
Making all allowances on that score, we have in Algoma and Nipissing 
an immense tract of land situated as choicely with r~spect to latitude as 
any portion of the earth. 

Countries and Parts of Countries Lying North of Latitude 46°. 

In Canada-The whole of British Columbia, Alberta, Saskatchewan, 
Assiniboia, )Ianitoha, Keewatin, part of Algoma and Nipissing, 
Prince Ed ward Island, half of Cape Breton Island; three quarters of 
New Brunswick and nearly all of Quebec. 

In United States-More than half of Minnesota, the whole of North 
Dakota, three-quarters of Montana and Idaho together, and 99-
100ths of ,,-ashington Territory. 

In Europe-The whole of Great Britain and Ireland, Sweden, Norway, 
Denmark, Holland, Belgium, Germany and Switzerland, more than 
half of France, four· fifths of Austria-Hungary, a smaIl part of Italy, 
four-fifths of Moldavia, 99-100ths of Russia. 

Forest Productions. 

A dense forest growth covers the whole of the land in the::;e district". 
The general character of it is----:-in the l?w-h'ing r:arts, cedar, black and 
white spruce, tamarac, alder; III the dner p~rts of the yalleys and wher
ever there is depth enough of soil, a mixed growth of evergreen conifene 
and deciduous trees. Among them are white and red pine, black and 
white spruce, hemlock, red and whIte oak, maple of several species, white, 
yellow and black birch, ash, b.asswood . el~, beech, poplar,. aspen, etc. The 
ridges are usually crowned WIth a majestic growth of pmes, but where 
this has been interfered with by fire or other cause, it has been usually 
succeeded by poplars and white birch. 

The cutting and bringing to market of these woods employs armies 
of men. The work is rough and laborious but well paid. Great activity 
is now being manifested in the lumbering districts and the prospects for 
employment never looked brighter than they do now. 

Pine and Other Timber on Free Grants. 

The pine is not sold to the free grant settler, but the settler has the 
privileO'e of cuttinO' pine in the course of clearing, also for building 
purpos~s and fencing upon his lot. If he sells any of the pine cut in the 

2 N.D. 
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course of clearing, he must pay timber dues upon it. On the issue of t~e 
patent, the title to the pine remains in the Crow~, but the :ratentee IF! 
entitled to receive one-third of the timber dues paId by the lIcensee on 
pine cut on the patentee's lot after the 30th of April next following the 
issue of the patent. 

Pine and Other Timber on Lan·js Sold. 

The purchasers of land under. the new pri~e of fifty cents an 
acre reO'ulations take the land subject to any tImber lIcense cover
ing th; Jand at the time of sale or granted within three years from 
the date of such sale. But the purchaser may cut pine for buildin$, 
fencing and fuel, and may dispose of pine required to be re~oved m 
clearing, but on such pine sold he must pay timber dues. The pme trees 
remaining on the land at the time the patent issues will pass to the 
patentee. 

On the 30th of April next following the, sale of any lot, the right of 
the timber licensee to cut any timber other than pine on the settler's lot 
ceases. 

New Forest Industries. 

Within the last few years there has been a great. change, immensely 
advantageous to the settler, in the value of woods other than pine. For 
instance, the pulp wood trade is assuming great proportions For this 
purpose, spruce and poplar. which may be said to be the prevailing kinds 
in these districts, and of which the quantity standing is simply unimagin
able, have now a ready market, and the settler can find steady work in 
cutting and hauling these woods to the sides of the railways or the 
water's edge where a good price is paid for them. It is evident, too, that 
the manufacture of the wood into pulp will soon become a large industry 
in Algoma and Nipissing, where the grinding, crushing or other treat
ment can be accomplished cheaply by water power, and the carriage of 
the product and the raw material affected by the same means. Large 
pulp mills are erected at Sault Ste. Marie and Sturgeon Falls, and others 
are in contemplation. 

Another industry that has expanded rapidly in the last few years is 
the getting out of hardwood The use of hardwood for flooring and 
fini-;hing may be said to be just becoming general. The consumption has 
increased enormously of late, and as is often the case when production 
takes place on a large scale, the price to the consumer has O'one down 
considerably, while the price to the first producer has gone up. In the 
early daYR of the settlement of this province, hard wood that would now 
be worth the farms it was on many times over, was burned up to get rid 
of it, or for the sake of the few miserable cents that could be had for the 
potash leached from the mihes. Even in the Muskoka country, in which 
settlement dates back some 25 or 30 years, the hardwood had to be 
destroyed to get rid of it. Now, the settlers around Lakes Muskoka, 
Joseph and Rosseau, and probably in other parts, are getting $6.50 to $8 
per 1,000 feet for hardwood logs delivered on the shores-a rate which 
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pays them handsomely to work for. The Algoma and Nipissing settler 
will not have to wait long before all his standing merchantable hardwood 
is as good to him as so much money in the bank. 

Preservation of Porests from Pire. 

The Provincial Legislature has taken steps to prevent for the future 
the waste of our forest resources by fire. Noone must set fire in the 
woods between 1st April and 1st November except for the purpose of 
clearing land, cooking, obtaining warmth or some industrial purpose 
Everyone setting a fire between those days for the purpose of clearing 
land is to take every reasonable care that the fire shall not extend into 
the bush. Everyon~ setting a fire for any other purpose is to select a 
place in the neighborhood in which there is the smallest quantity of 
vegetable matter. or of resinous trees; to clear the place of all loose 
yegetable matter for a radius of ten feet from the fire, and to exercise due 
care to preyent a fire from spreading. Any person who drops any lighted 
match or burning tobacco ashes, or discharges any firearm must extinguish 
the fire caused by these substances before he leaves the spot. All loco
motive engines must be equipped with spark arresters. Any infringe
ment of the above provisions subjects the offender to a penalty of $50 
and costs or three months' imprisonment. The Crown Land agents, 
forest agents, free grant agents and bush rangers are to prosecute in every 
case of infringement of the Act that comes to their know ledge. 

County cOllncils may pass by-laws that whenever the woods are on 
fire in any township, the fire-guardians, fence-viewers, overseers of high
ways or pathmasters appointed by the township councils may call out as 
many of the persons liable to perform statute labor as are necessary to 
assist in quelling the fire. Every day's work done in attempting to quell 
the fire shall count as one day of next season's road work. 'Where there 
are no county councils the township council may pass the necessary by
law. Where persons not liable to statute labor are called out the council 
may direct that they shall be paid out of the municipal funds. Any per
son liable to perform statute labor who is called out to quell a fire and 
does not obey is liable to a fine of $20 and costs or to imprisonment for 
twenty-one days. 

Elevation of the Lakes and Country. 

Lake Ontario ............................. 235 ft. abo,'e the sea. 
Lake Huron .............................. 578 
Lake Superior ............................ 586 " 
Lake Temiscarning .................... _ ... 612 
Ottawa river at junction of the Mattawa ..... 519 " 
Upper Trout lake, source of the Mattawa river .. 690 
Height of land between Lake Nipissing and 

Ottawa ............................. . 714 ft. 5 in. above the sea. 
Lake Abbitibbe .......................... 857 ft. above the sea. 
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Elevation of Points in Algoma and Nipissing Districts. 

The following figures are taken from actual le::ls mad: by ~r. J. 
C. Bailey, chief engineer of the N o~thel'll twd PacIfic JunctIOn RaIlway 
and the Toronto and James Bay RaIlway: 

Platform of station at Gravenhurst ....... . 
Lake Muskoka ....................... . 
Cas\vell':-; lake ......................... . 
Vernon river at Huntsville ............. . 
Opposite village of Cyprus ............. . 
At villaO'e of .Emsdale ................. . 
Mao'mt~wan river near Burk's falls ..... . 
Do; lake at Village of Katrine ........... . 
Berridale village ............ . ........ . 
Stony lake, off Sundridge. . . . . . .. . ..... . 
South River station ................... . 
Marsh lc,ke . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. .. . .. . 
Highest point on the line is at ........... . 
Beaver Creek ......................... . 
Powassan village ................. , ..... . 
Wistawahsing i'iver ........ , .......... . 
Callendar station, on track ............. . 

Miles from 
Gravenhnrst. 

29 
'J -".,) 

45 
.51 
;')4 

55 
64 
71 
77 
79} 
~o 

88 
%~ 

104\ 
107 

Lake ~ipissing, opposite this station, level of 
water .... ' . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 107 

Crossino' of C.P. Railway at La VaRe . . . . . . III 
At ~ ortb Bay station ground of C.P. Railway the eleva-

tion above Lake Ontario is ..................... . 
Marten lake, 382- miles from North Bay ............... . 
Temagami lake, 58} miles from North Bay ........... . 

Feet above 
Lake Ontario. 

572.0 
500.4 
758.0 
692.0 
1"):39.0 
798.0 
724.0 
723.0 
894.0 
841.0 
902.0 
947.0 
952 .. ) 
78i.O 
611.5 
483.5 
426,5 

398,5 
434.:5 

420.0 
694.0 
721.7 

The River Systems of Algoma and Nipissing. 

At a distance of about, on the average, 150 miles north of Lakes 
Huron and Nipissing occurs the "divide" or watershed which separates 
the streams that flow northward into Hudson's Bay from those which run 
southward into the great lakes or into the Ottawa river, thence into the 
St. Lawrence. 

Of the rivers flowing north, the Albany, Jig-a-wa, Moose, Mis.sanibi, 
Abbitibbe, etc., and of the country through which they run, it is not the 
intention now to speak. Suffice it t() say that very little is known of the 
country except in the immedinte neighl,orhood of the rivers and lakes. 

Of the rivers flowing south the principal one is the Ottawa, a mag
nificent stream, the boundary (south of the head of Lake TemiscaminO') 
between Ontario and Quebec. Formerly Lake 'l'emiscHming was co~~ 
sidered the source of the Ottawa, but better explorations show that the 
lake receives several large streams, to one of which cominO' from the 
northeast under the various nan::es of River des Quinze, Lac bdes Quinze, 
Lac Expans, etc., the source of the Ottawa must be ascribed. Lake 
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Temiscaming receives, on the Ontario side, the Blanche river, the Montreal 
river, each draining a considerable area, also Wah be's creek, Metahet
chouan, Opinicon and smaller creeks and streams without number and 
thus far without name. 

The larl2'e Lake Temagami, said to contain 1,300 i:-;lands and to be 
with it'i picturesque scenery and its deep, clear, crystal waters a very 
elysium for sportsmen, discharges both ways, into the Ottawa and into 
Lrtke Huron. 

The Mattawa river drains the district between Lake Nipissing and 
the Ottawa into which river it flows at Mattawa village, traversing or 
draining the townships of Mattawa, Papineau, Calvin, Olrig, Phelps, 
Bonfield, Ferris and Widdifield. 

Lake Nipissing, a fine body of water of about forty miles long by 
~ighteen wide, receives the drainage of a large area which is poured into 
It from the north by the Sturgeon river, Veuve, Duchesnay, La Vase, etc., 
and on the south by the South river. The outlet of this lake is by a 
perfect maze of channels known as the French river. 

N ext west of Lake Nipissing comes the Wahnapitae river flowing 
out of Wahnapitae Lake and passing through the townships of Dryden 
and Dill among others, crossing the C. P. R. at Wahnapitae station and 
falling into the French river a short distance from its mouth in Lake 
Huron. 

Then comes the Whitefish river which discharges into Lake Huron 
back of Cloche island and within a few miles of Little Current, the most 
northerly point of the Grand Manitoulin. The Whitefish river consists 
of a series of long lakes connected by short and frequently rapid streams. 

The next considerable stream is the Spanish river. This is naviga ble 
to five-foot craft for thirty miles from its mouth. It traverses the town
ships of Albert, Victoria, Salter, May, Hallam, Merritt, Foster, Nairn, 
Lome, Drury, Hyman, Baldwin, Shakespeare, etc. In the township of 
Foster there unites with it the Vermilion river, a fine broad deep stream 
rising in the height of land and flowing through Vermilion lake, a long 
IJarrow sheet of water which takes its name from the beautiful autumnal 
coloring put on by the maple, oak, birch, poplar, etc., which line it 
throughout its course to the water's edge. 

The Serpent river, the mouth of which IS in the township of Lewis, 
flows into a deep landlocked inlet of Lake Huron, about ten miles west 
of the Spanish river. 

About twenty miles further west is the Blind ri\'8r forming the 
boundary of an Indian reserve and draining the townships of Cobden, 
Scarfe, Patton, etc. 

The Mississaga river is a very important stream entering Lake Huron 
in an excellent harbor formed by outlying islands. The river is at pre
sent, however, navigable for only four miles from it" mouth. 

The next large river is the Thessalon, draining a 'lhain of lakes and 
entering Lake Huron at Thessalon Point. 

Garden river empties into the St. Mary's river a few miles east of 
Sault Ste. Marie. It is a fine stream of some three chains in width. 
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Educational Facilities. 

In common with all the newly-settled parts of Canad~, ~lgoma a~d 
~ipissing are being settled up with a quie.t, orderly ~nd dlstu;tctly rehg
ious population. Whereas on the other sIde of the hne rowdIeS ~eem to 
O'ravitate naturally to the frontier settlements, with us there always has 
been in our remotest backwoods a God-fearing and law-abiding sentiment 
that has made life and property as safe as anywhere in the world, civil
ized or unciyilized. In Canada the border-ruffian is unknown. The 
older parts of the free grant districts are well supplied with c~urches and 
places of worship for all the principal Chris~ian denomi~a~lOns.. The 
newer sections are taken care of by very actIve home IlllSSlOnarIeS sent 
out by the different bodies. These worthy men travel great distances in 
the effort to reach the scattered settlers. It is not uncommon for one 
man to hold c;E'nices on one Sunday in three diffHent places ten or 
fifteen miles apart, the di"tance from place to place being- travelled by 
canoe or road between seryices. 

As far as religious or educational advantages are concerned, no one 
need hesitate to take up his habitation in these new districts. The 
educational system of Ontario is known all over the world for its 
thoroughness and progressiveness. At no point is it more completely 
adapted to its environments than in its application to the newer districts 
of the Province. No sooner has the settler gone in than the teacher 
follows him. As soon as a handful of children can be gathered together 
the school is opened. And such is the efficiency of our system that many 
of these same children, taught within the four bare walls of a backwoods 
school, step out into life equal at most and superior in many points to 
those .vho have had the benefit of training at the larger centres. Our 
legislative chambers, our pulpits, universities. banks, warehouse~ and 
offices are full of men whORe entire schooling was received in backwoods 
schools. 

When a municipality has been formed, it is the duty of the township 
council to divide the township into school sections so formed that no 
part of a section shall be more than three miles in a direct line from the 
schoolhouse. 

Township councils are required to provide at least $150 per annum 
fur each school section by assessment over the whole township. 

In unorganized townships, on the petition of five heads of families 
residing in a certain district, the Public School Inspector can set apart a 
school section no~ to exceed five miles .in length and breadth. Any per
son whose house IS more than three ~lllles from the schoolhouse is exempt 
from school taxes unless he sends chIldren to the school. The trustees 
are elected for s~lCh districts and these make an assessment and levy 
taxes, out of whICh schoolhouses are erected and teachers paid. 

The Legislative Assembly annually makes a grant in aid of the co:st 
o~ ~ducation, which grant is apportioned according to population (pro
v~dlI~g that the amount payable to every rural school in the territorial 
dIstrIcts shall be at least ~100). The Scho~l Act of the Province provides 
that the money so apportIoned, shall be paId on or before the first day of 
July in each year. 
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The LegisJative Grant for the year 1898 in aid of schools was thus 
apportioned as respects schools in the Free Grant Districts: 

Algoma District (grants to rural schools) ....... $13,185 00 
~ipissing" . . . . . . . . .. ............... 4,055 00 
LIttle Current ......... '" . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 117 00 
l\Tattawa(rural school$62; Separate School $149 211 00 
North Bay. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 170 00 

Separate School ................. 90 00 
Sault Ste. Marie , . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . 356 00 

Separate School . . . . . ... . . . . . 57 00 
Gore Bay ............. ................. 78 00 
Fort Wilham ............................. 196 00 
Port Arthur. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 27:3 00 
Rat Portage Separate School.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 81 00 

" , . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . .. 199 00 
Thessalon .. . . . . . . .. ..................... 68 00 
Sudbury .................. , . . .. .......... 95 00 

" Separate School .................. 93 00 
In his report to the Education Department, 1897, Mr. D. McCaig, 

Public S<:hool Inspector of Algoma District, states that 147 school sections 
have been formed and 127 schools were open for the year. In these 
schools 127 teachers were employed. He states that in the rural sections 
alone $71,409 were spent on education during the year. In the seven 
towns of the District $59,418 more were spent, making $130,827 spent in 
Algoma in a year on Education, of which $53,2!:J9 went in paying teachers' 
salaries. 

Rev. Geo. Grant, Inspector for Nipissing, reports thirty-four rural 
schools in operation, twenty-six schoolhouses and thirty-four teachers. 
Altogether there are now forty-one public schools in the district, fifty-six 
teachers and thirty-four schoolhouses. 

Partly Cleared Farms for Sale. 
As in all new countries there are in Algoma and Nipissing many 

settlers who prefer the rough work of pioneering before the more hum
drum business of farming. These people make a practice of taking up 
land, clearing a few acres, putting up a small house and necessary build
ings, then selling out to some newcomer and starting again in a new 
place. This is an arrangement mutually '1.dvantageous to all parties. The 
one party necessarily acquires great expertness and bodily endurance, as 
well as considerable judgment in the selection of claims, while the other 
gets done for him, at a cheap rate compared with that at which he could 
do the work for himself, the very part of the work which bristles with 
terrors for the newcomer-namely, the fatiguing tramp through the bush 
in search of a location, and the very trying first few days before a shelter 
is provided. It is therefore frequently the case that persons who have a 
little money can avail themselves of an opportunity to purchase a partly
cleared location. They should take care, of course, that the location is a 
suitable one and also that the seller has a title to that which he proposes 
to sell. And very great care should be taken that the location is not one 
which the seller wishes to abandon because he has discovered that he 
has made a mistake in selecting it. 
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Means of Access to Algoma and Nipissing. 

There is probably no equal area of un~eveloped land on the ea.rth 
which is so easy of access. It has a coast lme of ma~y hundred ~Iles 
indented with many safe and commodious harbor.oJ accessIble to.th: rapIdly 
arowing commerce of the United States and Canada, and wIthm a few 
~lOnths,on the complt·tion of the enlargement of the ~t. Lawrence canals 
to fourteen feet, now almost within sight, will be open to the smaller 
class of ocean-going vessels. 

Communicating with the Great Lakes are the seve~'al considerable 
ri vers already mentioned, the outlets of large lakes WhICh expand a?d 
ramify until they furnish water routes through alm~st every town.shIp, 
Possession of these water-ways render the settlers m a measure mde
pendent of the railways as the latter must always be limited in their 
freight rates by the proximity and ease of water carriage. Therefore the 
fact that two of the main lines of the Canadian Pacific Railway pass 
through the district can only be regarded by the settler as wholly bene
ficial to him. From east to west the main line of the Canadian Pacific 
traverses the Algoma dio;trict throughout its 800 miles of longitude. The 
connecting line from the Sault to Sudbury, some 17.5 miles, which is 
likely to become one of the most important roads on the continent, also 
passes its whole length through this district near Mattawa, where the 
C.P.R.'s northern extension begins. It is complete as far as the foot of 
the Long Sault Rapids on the Upper Ottawa. In due tim .. it will doubt
less be extended northward to Hudson's Bay. Connection is had at 
North Bay at the head of Lake Nipissing with the Northern and North
western Division of the Grand Trunk Railway, which brings Toronto and 
southern Ontario in close touch with Algoma and Nipissing. It is in fact 
a run of only about ten hours from Toronto to North Bay, so that the 
lands in question may be said to be at our yery doors! What a contrast 
with the times ",till fresh in the memory of middle-aged men when the 
then backwoods of Upper Canada say fifty miles from Toronto could only 
be reached from the ocean by weeks of slow and laborious travel. 

Toronto and James Bay Railway. 

And soon there will be under construction a line from North Bay 
or Sudbury, projected northwards until the shores of Hudson's Bay 
shall be reached. This line is already located for a considerable 
distance. It will strike the northeastern arm of Lake Temao'ami and the 
northwesterly al"m of Lake Temiscamino' and will thence pl~oceed north
wa~d by the best available route. It b will pass through a country in 
whICh there are some rough places, but it is stated that it will not be of 
difficult construct,ion. The company has been granted bonuses by the 
00vernments of Canarla and Ontario. The point it is intended to reach 
~s Moo~e factory, an old Hudson's Bay trading place situated upon an 
~sland 111 th~ mouth or estuary of ~he ~oo-e river. This will be a very 
Im~ortallt hne. Even as a colomzatlOn road only it would open up 
an Immense country, th~ resources. of which are probably as great as 
t~ose o! any equal ar,ea m the, Pro';'111ce: It would beside put this Pro
Vlllce 111 contact WIth the nch fishenes and the whaling and sealing 
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indystries of Hudson's Bay. The Ontario, Hudson Bay and Western 
Rallway Company has also been granted a bonus for 240 miles of line, to 
run from Missanabie, on the C.P.R.R. in a northeasterly direction to the 
tidal waters of James Bay. 

. . There are known to be extensive deposits of coal-brown and black 
h~'lllte-at many, places between Lake AbT)itibbe and the Hudson Bay. 
PIeces of anthracIte have been found alona the l'iverssQuth of JameH Bay b , 

but so far no mine has been located. The known deposits of iron are of 
great wealth. Porcelain clay, or kaolin, of the finest quality is found. 
In short, an explorer says: "I have no hesitation in pronouncina the 
James Bay district the richest mineral reaion in the Dominion pe~haps 
continent." b , 

The distance between James Bay and the Oanadian Pacific at North 
Bay is about 350 miles, in sections as follows: 

First section, ~ orth Bay to head of Lake Temiscaming.. 81 miles. 
Second section, Lake 1emiscaming to Lake Abbitibbe.. 94 " 
Third section, Lake Abbitibbe to Moose Factory ...... 175 

Tot:=tl ...... , .............................. . 350 " 

Fish, Game and Wild Animals. 
There is no easily accessible part of the world where better sport 

with the rod or gun can be obtained. The virgin waters teem with fish of 
all kinds, salmon trout, speckled or brook trout, gray trout, lake trout, 
river trout, black bass, rock bass, green bass, sturgeon, maskinonge, pike 
of several kinds, the jean d'o1'ee and other pickerel, whitefish, herring, 
etc. N early all the different kinds of fish take the fly or bait or trowl 
freely. The yarious rivers and lakes differ strangely in the species of 
their finny inhabitants. In S0me, only bass will be found, in others clo-ely 
adjacent, only pike, or only pickerel. The last named is a very ferocious 
fish which has made a clean sweep of all other kinds from many a lake. 
He does not furnish much sport, but it is to be said in his favor that he 
is very fair food-fish, and grows to great size. 

Chiefly among the wild animals is the lordly moose, the largest sur
viving species of the elk tribe. The moose is still rather abundant in 
Algoma and N ipissing. In this Province the killing of moose and 
caribou wag forbidden until October, 1900, thanks to which provision a 
notable increase in their numbers has lately been observed. This district, 
with the adjacent parts of Quebec, is almost the last home of this gigantic 
deer, but a few scattered head remain in ~ ew Brunswick and part of 
Maine. A large moose will stand over 16 hands in height, will weigh 
1,600 to 2,000 pounds, and his horns will spread six feet. 

The caribou, or reindeer, is quite common, so also is the Virginia 
deer, the smaller one that was once so abundant throughout the northern 
pllrt of the continent. 

Black bears are rather numerous in the unsettled parts, but as a rule 
they keep out of the way of man. When seen, it is u:>ually in the berry 
patches, or along the shores of lakes after a windstorm, looking for fish 
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cast up by the waves, or in the spring near the dens ~n which they h.ave 
hibernated. They are also seen occasionally in the sprmg actually fishmg, 
and showing great dexterity in throwing out of the water the suckers 
Itnd other fish that run up the creeks at that season. Bears are not 
dangerous to man except in the spring when the cubs are small. Then a 
she-bear will attack anything in defence of her young. Black bears a~e 
frequently captured of a weight exceeding 400 pounds. The meat IS 

excellent havinO' a taste somewhat between pork and beef, and accord-, ,.., 
ing to the testimony of lumbermen and others, who h.ave to undergo 
great, exertions, bear meat is the strongest and heartIe::,t food a man 
can eat. 

In the northern part of Nipissing district there is a. brown bear, 
intermediate in size between the black and the polar or wlute bear. The 
last named formidable animal is found on the shores of Hudson's Bay in 
great num hers. 

There are not many wolves in the inhabited parts of Algoma and 
Nipissing, and from the abundance of their food they are not dangerous 
to man except in the more remote parts, and towards the end of the 
winter when th~y hunt in packs, and may become very formidable 
antagonists. A bounty of $10 a head is now paid for every wolf destroyed. 
The head of the wolf with the ears attached has to be produced before 
a Justice of the Peace, who, on proof being made to him that the animal 
was killed in his county, or within a mile of a settlement in his county, 
issues a certificate of the fact of the killing, and cuts off the ears from 
the wolf's head. On presentation of the certificate the county treasurer 
pays $10. The Provincial Treasurer refunds $4 of this sum to the county. 
And where the wolf is killed in the provisional county of Haliburton, or 
in any district of the Province which does not form part of a county, the 
wolf's head is produced before a stipendiary or police magistrate, sheriff, 
crown land or free grant agent, or Division Court clerk, who issues 
the certificate, for which on presentation the Provincial Treasurer pays 
$10. 

. Beaver are still to be found, also red, black, and gilver-grey fox, mink, 
osher, marten, otter, and other fur-bearing animals. The settlers in the 
remoter di~tricts make a good deal of money by trapping, a business which 
IS also carned on b.y persons who give up their whole time to it, and fre
quentlyamass consIderable sums of money. No beaver or otter is to be 
killed until 1st Novembor, 1900. 

Among the ~irds are s~veral species of wild geese and swans, many 
of ducks, teal,. raIl, loons, dIvers, woodcock, snipe, cranes, bitterns, herons, 
plov~rs, partndge o~ gro,use; .hawks,. ravens, crows and eagles; and a 
multItude of small nugratmg bIrds wInch render the woods beautiful and 
lively ~rom :'mow-time to snow-time. Among these are several species of 
hurummg .blrds, the s.carlet tanager, the oriole, the bluebird, several kinds 
of blackbIrd, the robm .01' . thru.sh and several other thrushes, the king
fisher, the swallow, the mdIgo bIrd, many kinds of woodpeckers the O'old-
finch, the jays, the titmouse and many others. ' b 
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Game and Fishery Laws. 
The Dominion and Provincial Parliaments have passed laws to prevent 

the wanton destruction of ti~h and game, and for the est<tblishment of 
close seasons. The principal points so far as the unsettled di~tricts are 
concerned are: "~~=) 

~oose, elk, reindeer or caribou are not to be killed before 25th Octo
ber, 1900. No deer, elk, moose, caribou, partridge, quail, woodcock, snipe, 
ducks or any other game bird shall at allY time be hunted or killed for 
the purpose of exporting the same out of Ontario. No person shall in 
anyone year take more than two deer, elk, moose, reindeer or caribou, 
except that Indians and settlers in the unorganized districts may kill 
for their own immediate use and for food only. Hunting or killing 
deer by crusting or ,,·hile they are yarding or while in the water is 
forbidden. 

Non-residents are required to take out !J, license to shoot deer during 
the season, the price being $25.00. Bona-fide settlers in organized or 
unorganized townships are entitled to take out a license without charge 
and to shoot thereunder not more than two deer each. 

Centres of Population. 
Eastern Algoma and )[ orth Nipissing contain the following towns: 

NORTH NIPISSING- Municipal census. 1897. 
North Bay .......... < • • • • • • • • • • • 2,024 
Mattawa. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1,750 
Sturgeon Falls .................. 960 
Sudbury .................... , . . . 1,534 

EASTERN ALGOMA-
Gore Bay ....................... . 
Little Current ................... . 
Sault Ste. Marie ................. . 
Thessalon ......................•. 

549 
514 

3,345 
720 

nunicipal Statistics, 1897. 
The Bureau of Industries has collected the following statistics relat

ing to Algoma and N ipissing : 

Assessment and Taxation. 

Nipissing, rural ............ . 
,. urban..... .. < •• , 

Algoma, Manitoulin, Rainy River 

No. of acres 
assessed. 
288.953 

4,911 

Assessment. 

622,652 
1,154,081 

Taxes imposed for all 
purposes. 

Total. Per head. 
16,068 2.H 
28,892 4.61 

50,887 3.42 and Thunder Bay, rural ... 872,679 2,780,754 
Algoma, Manitoulin, Rainy River 

and Thunder Bay, urban .. 29,590 4,586,020 111,902 7.31 
The above figures relate only to those townships and to:vns .which 

have been organized for municipal purposes. Before orgamzatlOn no 
taxes are levied except for school purposes as set furth elsewhere. 
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Crops of 1897-Northern Districts Compared with the 
whole Province. 

NOTE.-In these tables the term" Northern Districts" includes the townships having 
a municipal organization in Algoma NipissinO' Muskoka and Parry Sound. , 

"" 

Acres Bushels 
Bushels Bushels 

northern northern 
per acre per acre, 

-- northern whole 
district. district. district. province. 

I 

Fall wheat - ............ 1,44:2 22,969 15.9 25.2 
Spring wheat ...... .... .. ..... 5,012 74,277 14.8 15.1 
Barley .......... ,- ... . ... ... 3,077 70,318 22.9 26.6 
Oats ......................... ,-, 43,178 1,254,717 29.1 35.5 
Rye .... ..... ........... ... ... 1,194 21,186 17.7 18.0 
Peas . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 19,634 358,40.5 18.3 15.5 
Corn (for husking) ... . . . . . . . . ... 686 :30,160 44.0 73.6 
Buckwheat . ..... .... ... , ...... 1,148 24,711 21.5 2'2.8 
Beans ........ . ...... .... .... 186 2,682 14.4 19.4 
Potatoes ................. . ... 4,919 741,809 151. 95. 
Mangel wurzels . . . . . . . . . . . . . :2.')1 81,528 325.0 440.0 
Carrots ................... ....... 455 149,686 329.0 369.0 
Turnips .... , .......... . . .. , .... 3,439 1,202,883 350.0 457.0 

tons. tons. tons. 
Corn tor fodder ....... . . .. . .. .. 898 10,760 11.98 12.77 
Hay and clover ..... ' .... .. ...... 75,990 90,043 1.18 1.63 

Comparison of Northern Districts of Ontario with 
principal grain growing States of the American 
Union and Manitoba. 

Crops of 1897 per acre. 

Fall wheat, Spring wheat Barley, Oats, 
bush. bush. bush. bush. 

Northern Districts of Ontario .. 159 14.8 22.9 29.1 
New York ..................... . :21.4 31.0 
Pennsylvania ................. . 19.7 ...... .. . .. . 28.2 
Ohio ......................... . 16.9 .... . .. .... ... . ... ... . 32.0 
Michigan ..................... . 1:>6 .. " .... .... . ..... . .. 26.0 
Indiana. ....... ..... .. ..... .. 1:3.0 ........ ,- .. 30.2 

7.9 ...... .... 32.0 
!I.II ............ .. . . ..... ~\\:~~~r; . : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : 

Kansas ....................... . I.) ;) ... ,- ...... 
California. . . . . . . . . . . .. . .... . 111.11 .. ....... . :2:{ .Il . . ... . .., ... 
Manitoba ................... . 1·1.1 ~IUI . . ... ..... 
Wisconsin. . " ........ . 12. ,) :2~.0 3-!.0 
Minnesota ............... . I:UI ~.i.J) 26.11 

.......... .. 13.0 24.0 30.0 
........ .. 14.5 2:2.1l 31.0 

.. .... ... 10.:3 ~:! . .l . ....... 

. . . . . . . . . . . . ~.Il 20.0 ... .. , ..... 

Iowa ........................... . 
Nebraska ...................... . 
Dakota N ..................... . 
Dakota S ....................... . 

It will be seen from the above that the n:)rthern districts of Ontario 
show up remarkably well in comparison with the most fertile districts of 
the United States. 
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Northern Ontario Crops of 1896 Compared with the Average of 
former years. 

1897. 
A verage of six teen 

Spring wheat, bushels per acre .......... u.s 
years, 1882·1897. 

17.3 
2:3.2 
30.3 

Barley, . . . . . . . . .. 2~.9 
Oats, " . . . . . . . .. 29.1 

Value of Farm Property in the Northern Districts in 
1&97 and 1883. 

Farm land ............... . 
Buildings ............... . 
Implements .............. . 
Live stock .............. . 

1897. 
$7,44'1,020 

2,:-\24,548 
805,307 

1,918,776 

1883. 
$4,691,435 

998,665 
330,570 
978,015 

Total farm property .... $12,495,(j;31 $6,998,685 

The above shows that in the face of the great decline in farm values 
which has taken place in Britain, the United States, and other parts of 
the world, the free grant districts of Ontario have made ve,:y satisfactory 
progress during the past few years. 

Live Stock. 
Number of Head in the Northern Districts of Ontario in the year 1897. 

N~ N~ 
Working horses ......... . 7,701 Working oxen.... . . . 644 
Breeding mares ......... . 1,375 Milch cows ............... 17,205 
Unbroken horses .......... . 2,096 Store cattle over 2 years.. 7,144 

Total horses ............ , 11,172 

Hogs, over 1 year. . . . . . .. 5,213 
" under 1 year...... 13,184 

Total hogs " ..... , . . •• 18,397 

Poultry-turkeys. . . . . . .. 16,957 
" geese ......... , 7,067 
" other fowls ....... 113,585 

137,609 

Live stock sold in '97, horses 812 
" cattle. 10,494 

sheep. 19.525 
hogs ... 18,064 

poultry 49,895 

Young and other cattle. . .. 23,890 

Total cattle ........... 48,883 

Sheep, over 1 year. . . . . .. 34,411 
" under 1 year. . . . .. 25,981 

60,392 

Wool clip, flewe. . . . . . . . .. 34,304 
" pounds ........ 183,247 
" pounds per fleece 534 

Value of Live Stock on Hand 1895. 
Horses .............. $746,363 
Cattle. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 826,+2+ 
Sheep . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 205,601 
Hogs. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 99,965 
Poultry. . • . . . . . . . . . . . . 40,4~3 

$1,918,776 
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Value Per Head of Live Stock Sold or Killed in Northern Districts in 1897. 

Horses sold ....................•.•......... 
Cattle sold or killed ....................... . 
Sheep " ....................... . 
Hogs ........ , .............. . 
Poultry ................... , ... . 

Value per head. 

$51 00 
19 47 

3 20 
7 65 

34 

Wages of Farm Laborers in Northern Districts in 1897. 
Northern A verage of 
dibtricts. whole province. 

With board, per year ................. , $159 00 $158 00 
Without board, per year. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 237 00 251 00 
With board, per month in working season. 16 26 16 92 
Without board per month in working season 26 23 26 29 

NOTE.-It should be borne in mind, that only the best men can get 
high wages. An inexperienced hand would have to he contented with 
less pay. 

Northern Fruit Statistics. 

Returns to the Ontario Department of Agriculture (Bureau of Indus
tries) in 1897 by farmers and fruit-growers give the following as the 
number of fruit trees in Algoma, Nipissing, 1I1uskoka, Parry Sound, Mani
toulin, Thunder Bay and Rainy River: 

Over fifteen 
years of age. 

Apple trees. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 12,025 

Under fifteen 
years of age. 

68,714 

The number of acres in orchard and gardens in the northern districts, 
was: 

In 1889 ......... , ................. . 
In 1897 ........................... . 

526 acres. 
2,941 " 

Apples and Grapes for Northern Districts 

The Ontario Fruit Growers' Association recommend the fol10wi.uo
varieties of apples and grapes as most desirable for plantincr in Alo-om; 
Nipissing, Simcoe, Muskoka and Parry Sound: h b 

ApPLEs.-Summer, Duchess of Oldenburg and Yellow Transparent. 
A 'ntumn, Alexander, Col vert, Red Bietigheimer and St. Lawr

ence. 
Winter, Pewaukee. Golden Russet, Scott's Winter, LaRue, 

Wealthy. 
GRAPE8.-Black. Worden, Moore's Early, Champion. 

Red, Delaware, Lindley, Wyoming Red. 
White, Jessica, Moore's Diamond, Lady. 
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Fruit and Ornamental Trees for the North 

In the Ontario Fruit Growers' Association Report for 1891, Mr. J. 
P. Cockburn of Gravenhurst, says: 

No resident of Muskoka need send to the nuraery for trees where
~ith to ~ecorate his lawn or garden, while such shrubs as the dogwood, 
JuneberrIes, arrow-wood, black alder, high bush cranberries, striped maple, 
mountain maple, witch hazel and a dozen other sorts may be had for 
the digging; but w~ere there is no taste there is no knowledge. It is 
th.e few who have had a desire for these things, and more especially the 
WIves of the settlers who have persistently tried to grow the fruits they 
formerly enjoyed in their" Old homes at the front," that we owe much 
of our success at the present time, and it is much to their credit that they 
have shown us the possibilities of Muskoka as a fruit-growing district. 
Still the great majority are" regarding the winds," although many have 
placed a few trees in the most careless manner and without any enclosure 
other than the rude structure which encircles the barn and house in the 
same field. The trees grow well the first season, but after the cows have 
browsed and scratched themselves against the stumps the first winter, 
because the trees fail to grow the poor settler utters vengeance against the 
tree agent for selling trees that do not bloom the following season. These 
are troubles and prejudices it takes time to overcome in a new country, 
but now the most dubious are convinced that apples of the best quality 
can be grown in Muskoka of such varieties as Duchess of Oldenburg. 
Yellow Transparent, Wealthy. Haas, Tetofsky, Walbride, Alexander and 
many (If the standard winter sorts, together with several hardy seedlings 
of great merit. Our long warm days and cold, dewy nights develop all 
the beauty of form imd coloring possible, and there is room for the pro
duct of many orchards in the district to supply the local demand at good 
prices, and no man need be afraid of the venture who will make a 
judicious selection of varieties. 

The much abused Champion grape grows to great perfection here. 
Our soil seems to almost change the variety, the skin gets thin, the pulp 
juicy, sweet and sprightly. All the early Rogers, Concord, Jessica, and 
Brighton, ripen well in the open air. Currauts and gooseberries grow 
here to great perfection, and on our warm soil mildew is unknown except 
in some damp and shady nooks. Strawberries need little or no protec
tion in winter as the snow makes a more effective protection than any 
other. For home use I find the Manchester, Bubach and Jessie are all 
that is desired. Raspberries, blueberries and blackberries of the best 
quality grow wild and can be had for the picking. 

Temperature and Rainfall. 
For the following information this department is indebted to the 

Meteorological Office, Toronto. It will be found very interesting and it 
effectually disposes of any idea that these northern districts of Ontario 
should be shunned on account of extremes of climate, the fact being that 
the weather in Algoma and Nipissing compares favorably with that of 
any other part of Canada, except South-Western Ontario, and with that 
of a very large part of the United States. 
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Highest Temperature. 

~ __ ~~ ___ ~_ Jan __ :Feh~_Ij\['H-IAP)'i~ May_I.Tun"..l JlII)J A_ug. SeptJ Oct. Nov. Dec. 

Deshal'ats, IS97 4;;.11 49.0 ;-;2.11 6:3.0 71.11' ,"1.11 !12.0 'I S.).I) S5.0 76.0 57.0 
" 189S 33.11 HO: I ,"1.11 , 

i\Iattc,wa, 1897 4:2.1,1 :37.11 1

1

.)2.11 7li.n 7.1.11 ,"4.11 !I/.:;, S.).O I, 91.0 SO.O 53.0 42.0 
" 1898 :3,,, II ;)(i.1I 59.0 74.11 S:2.11 i'I/.O flO.11 I' 7!1.0 I 89.0 72.0 65.0 45.0 

Haile.l l>l1l'Y. 1'''fl/ 4.,:7 3.,.2 4t;.7 711.:1 74.S ,"4.11 !1I;.3 ,":2.11 Sq.l 73.3 52.1 4~.9 
ISfl." 39.7 4:2.91 56.11 lii.1I is.S SS.:l ,'Nt; SII.S i S.J.S 71Ui 61.5 3d 

Lowest Temperature. 
Desbarats, 189/ 28.0 34.0 2/.11 :2. Ii 123.0 I ~~.II 143.0 1

31.0 21.0 17.0 10.0 ~ 

" 1898 :2\1.0 31.0i , 1_,·0 
Matta,n1. l:->fl7, 2:-<.11 :36 .. ) 2.3.11 4.;'; 24.11 2s.11 1.111.11 ' 36.0 27.0 IS.0 0.0 29.5 

IS9'~14:L3 35.11 s.O 3.11 2!1.11. :):,.11 34.11: :W.O 30.0 1.3.0 2.0 41.0 
Haileylmry, Hili, 32.2 34.11 :21.4, II.S :211.11 I :2s.2 44.11 I :311.3 , :2/.2 18.0 4.5 2'2.0 

" IS(lS 36.2 30.0 I S.li 1.2 2L'{ I 33.0 I :>;. s 41.11 I 31. 7 16.0 0.2 34.3 

Mean Temperature. 
Desbarats, 1897 IS.1 18.S 21.6 36.4 44.7 .)~ •• ) I 711.3 59.4 .16.1 4.').4 27.2 

189,,, 13.0 15.1 .):~. n I 

i\Iattawa, IS97 11.5 ~. ~) 211.7 ;-1s.1 ,,11.0 .I!I.:: , 70.6 61.11 .)7.4 48.4 26.5 11.4 
Ism.; 4.6 13.1 31. 9 :W.," 5l.l I' ) ., 1 1'-- 63.3 ;) 1.1) 43.6 30.9 10.5 ):..... .. ) )/.,) 

Hail;;" bury, I,sfl, 11.4 1 ],(1 20.9 36.4 4- ,) .17A 711.S lill.2 ;j;i 7 44.S 25.6 11.7 , .-
1898 7.3 1:3.;3 :.?~). ;, :i,"-'.O 53.1 61.4, lili. i 61.6 5""i.H 42.3 2li.7 10.S 

Precipitation. 
Desbarats, 1897 2.2n 2.3012.20 I.Hi 4.1!1 1. Ii.; 4.],S 2.lill 0.95 I 4.:3, 3.31 

':>ie", 1898 n.li7 Uli I D":: " 

Mattawa, 1897 0.60 2. HII 11. 21i 0.4,,{ ~ .. )i; 2.61 ;-t2;") 4.;);") 0.16 3.:37 1.70 2.86 
., " 1898 1.85 1. 65 1. 4!1 0.2.1 :!.S!I 4.31 J.,,,,, ~.7;3 .) .) .... 4.18 1.24 1.04 ... ....;/ 
aileybury, 1897 1.69 2.35 2.,SII 2.!14 3.li4, :1.11," :1.I:3 2.66 UI4 5.14 2.S7 3.27 

" 1898 1. 31 3.26 2.00 III.fili 3.,"1> !"i. f);) 2.16 4.;;" 3.ll4 4.11 l.l3 2.34 
H 

Comparison of Temperatures. 
This is from the U. S. Sault. Take the coldest month, February 

The mean temperature of that month in 1899, at Sault Ste. Marie, was 
17.3, but the average mean temperature of that month in a series of years 
was 170

• For purposes of comparison the February mean temperature of 
a number of United States and Canadian places is here given: 

1899. February Mean Temperatures. 
Toronto ................. . 
Montreal ............. , ., 
Quebec ................. . 
Fredericton. . .. . ........ . 
Winnipeg ............... . 
Gravenhurst. . . . . . .. . ... . 
Guelph ................. . 
Hamilton ............... . 
Lindsay ................. . 
Kingston ................ , 
Barrie .................. . 
Woodstock .............. . 
London .... , ............ . 
Brantford ............... . 
Ottawa .................. . 
Peterborough ............ . 
Orillia .................. . 
Collingwood ............. . 
Halifax ................ . 

19.3 
16.1 
12.1 
13.2 

6.9 
11.9 
17.0 
19.8 
14.2 
17.0 
16.6 
15.7 
17.4 
15.7 
12.4 
15.4 
1l.6 
14.0 
22.8 

Portland, Maine . . ...... . 
Boston, Ma"" ....... . 
Albany, N.Y ...... , ..... . 
Buffalo, N.\" ............. . 
Oswego, N.Y ............. . 
Chicago, III ............. . 
Mil waukee, \Yi8. . ....•.... 
Duluth, Minn , .......... . 
Port Huron, Mich ........ . 
Moorhead, Minn ...... , ..• 
Williston, N.D ........... . 
Bismarck, N.D ........... . 
Marquette, Mich ......... . 
St. Paul, Minn ........... . 
La Crosse, Wis ..... , ..... . 
Davenport, Iowa ........ " 
Desmoines, Iowa .... " .. :. 
Dubuque, Iowa ........... . 
Huron .................. . 

26.8 
31.2 
26.4 
27.3 
26.3 
27.1 
24.3 
17.6 
24.3 
12.2 
12.5 
14.7 
20.0 
20.2 
222 
25.7 
25.1 
23.1 
19.3 
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WHAT THE SETTLERS SAY REGARDING ALGOnA. 

The following notes are extractecl from a pamphlet prepared by 
Algoma settlers, entitled "Algoma Farmers Testify," and from other 
sources: 

Any settler in Algoma can testify to the following facts: 
The abundance of good water, the absence ()f drouth or summer 

frosts, or blizzards. The fertility of the soil, and the rapid growth in 
summer. The abundance of good wood and timber. The fact that 
directly the snow goes off the grass is green, and that cattle and sheep 
can pasture outside in the woods and commons, etc., till very late in the 
fall or early in the "'inter and still thrive on the wild grass and herbage; 
that the rocky ridges are covered with g;rass and herbage very ~mitable 
and nourishing for sheep and that white clover is indigenous everywhere 
and that there are thousands of acres of magnificent lands along the 
different rivers suitable for ranching or pasturing cattle. That wheat, 
spring and fall, oats, barley, peas and other crops do extremely well and 
yield largely. That the hay crop is enormous. That roots of all kinds: 
potatoes, turnips, mangolds, etc., do exceeding well. That gardening pays 
here, that everything which can be or usually is grown in a garden can be 
successfully and profitably grown here. That.fruits of different kinds 
can be grown here in abundance. That the strawberry, raspberry, 
huckleberry, cranberry, etc., grow wild here in abundance. That currants 
of the different kinds do well here, also plums, cherries, apples and crab 
apples. And further that the farmer coming here with a little means 
and a practical knowledge of farming would escape a great many hard
ships and privations, as he would find here roads, schools, churches, stores, 
etc., and would not have to undergo a great many of the privations which 
the pioneer in other countries had to endure. 

Here folIO',' anum bel' of statements by settlers as to their experience: 
" Land fertile. Good yields of wheat, Pl',IS and oats. Roots of all 

kinds do well." 
" Grows good grain of all kinds; grows good roots also. The very 

best frmts, such as cherries, plums, currants and apples. Cattle and sheep 
do extra well here. Have a large number of bees which do well also. 
Have handled bees for forty years and never saw them do so well." 

,. Directly the snow goes away in the spring the grass comes up green 
and it stays green and luxuriant all summer-does not wither or get 
parched or brown as in other countries." 

" Farmers are commencing to set out orchards all over the district, 
-and the trees are doing well. There were splendid exhibits of apples, 
pears and other fruits at the recent fall exhibition at Sault Ste. Marie." 

" One good thing about Algoma. is that. there is a home market and 
.good prices for all a farmer, stock-raIser, frmt-grower or market gardener 
-can raise or grow." 

From Mr. Andrew McAuley, Goulais Bay: " I bought (May, 1886) 
160 acres and, since, another 130 acres. There was not one tree chopped 

3 N.D. 
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on the land. We have now 73 acres cleared, and a clear deed of the prOr 
perty and not a cent against it, with sufficient stock to. use all the. f~ed 
we can grow. Besides all this we have raised twelve chIldren, all hvmg 
and healthy." Mr. McAuley describes himself as having been ., a novice 
in farming who came here, with hardly any money at all." 

" Lots of men in Algoma came here and started without any means 
at all. Tnose who were hard-working and persevering have got on well 
and are doing well now, and are in comfortable circumstances, even 
thouah they had very little money when they came here. I think that 
this is the experience of nearly every farmer in Algoma. 

R. A. Lyon, Sault Ste. Marie: "1 haye seen clearing commenced in 
March, the land cleared and sown in May, and off the same land came 
thirty bushels of spring wheat to the acre harvested in September." 

" Hog raising pays very well here. Yon can sell your young pigs 
from five to six weeks old at $5 to $6 per pair right here in my own 
township, and we have a good market for pork at Sault Ste. Marie all the 
year round. 

" Have done well here. Made more property in one year than I ever 
made in my life before." 
. " I like the country well. It is the best I know for stock-raising as 
well as grain of all kinds." 

"I have been running a grist mill for a number of years, and find 
farmers doing well in this part." 

"Can grow good crops of grain and roots and garden stuff. Have 
made a good living from the first." 

. " I think this district second to non3 in the world for mixed farm
ing." 

" I think sheep raising would be very profitable. Sheep and cattle 
run wild through the woods and wild commons and beaver meadows. 
I have two orchards planted, both doing well." 

"Came here with hardly any money at all. Now would not take 
less than $1,000 for stock and property." 

" Aft,r having travelled over all the Western States in search of a 
home, I came here with small meallfl. I am now doing well, with a good 
stock of cattle, sheep and horses of my own, and thank God all paid 
for." , , 

" Climate particularly adapted for stock." 
" Have raised the best wheat here I ever did." 
From a miller :-" All kinds of grain do well here. We can raise 

better. grass-fed beef in Algoma. than can be produced in any part of 
OntarIO (or Canada). As for gram I never milled better wheat than I 
have done in Algoma." 

"I came her~ (St. Joseph's Islan?) thirteen years ago with hardly 
any money, and dId not know anythmg about the bush. Now I have 
fifty acres of cleared land and a good stock of cattle and team of horses." 
. " When I came here (St. Joseph's Island) I had one cow and about $50 
m cash. N ow I am worth $2,000 and I am only here fourteen years." 

"I came here four years ago. Had $700. Now I am worth $2,000." 
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" Came here thirteen years ago. I did not have $5. N ow I have 
three hundred acres of good land, one horse, one yoke of oxen, and a 
good stock of sheep, cattle and pigs. I think St. Joseph's Island is the 
place to settle in." 

" I came here ten years ago. I only had $1 when I landed. Now 
have two hundred acres and am doing well. Algoma is the place for a 
poor man or a man with some capital." 

"There is lots of money in stock-raising in Algoma. From early 
summer till late in the fall cattle run wild and do well. Hay is a good 
crop. I often haye two to two and a half tons to the acre. The farmers 
now in Algoma came without money. I came here twelve years ago. I 
don't think I had $12 when I landed at Sault Ste. Marie dock." 

"I think Algoma is the healthiest climate in the world. The winters 
I consider very healthy for man and stock. The air is exhilarating and 
dry in winter. In summer it is never very hot, the nights are always 
c')ol and very heavy dews as a general thing. Industrious men have 
always succeeded here, and I can tell you dozens of them. As to fruit I 
have a good orchard, bearing for some years." 

"I have been up here two years, and during that time have seen and 
raised as fine crops of peas and oats as ever I saw grown in Huron, and 
for roots of all descriptions it cannot be surpassed in any country." 

" It is a good country for farmers." 
"Good for roots, apples. grain, hay, stock, and one of the best 

markets in Ontario." 
" I am getting along well for a man of ~mall means. I don't know 

where I could go to get along better if I was going to farm," 
" My expenses left me in debt when I came here with my wife and 

five children. Now I am well off. Thank God for it. I have a horse 
and buggy for my own use. Came from Warwickshire, England." 

" After having travelled over all the Western States in search of a 
home, I came here with small means. I am now doing well with a good 
stock of cattle, sheep and horses of my own, 8Jnd thank God all paid for. 
I prefer this place to any other." 

"I got a free grant lot thirteen years ago, and then had only one 
horse, one cow and no money. Now I have three horses, five cows, and 
a good stock of young cattle, six sheep, three pigs, thirty hens, a mowing 
machine, waagon, harrow, plow, good house, a barn bank 36x60, thirty 
acres cleared band don't owe any man a dollar." 

"I came to St. Joseph six years ago, $300 in debt. By this spring I 
have cleared myself of debt and have in addition got stoc~ and cattle 
around me of my own, and good land of my own. Am domg well, and 
am satisfied and contented." 

"I would not want to live in a prairie country. In a prairie country 
you ltave to buy any timber you.need. Her~ when, one goes on a fa~m, 
you find valuable timber ~f all kInds .. The tll~ber,ls a great p.rotectl<?n 
against the wind also. We have no blIzzards m wmter or hurl'lcanes m 
summer and we have excellent spring water for man and beast. I like 
the clim'ate winter and summer and would not want to live anywhere else." 



36 

" Industrious men have al ways succeeded here, even if they: had no 
capital, and I can tell you dozens of theI? in Algoma. As to frUIt, I have 
a good orchard of apples (some a::e seedllllgs grafted .by me and some are 
from nurseries), plums and chernes; they are all thrIfty trees. My trees 
have been bearing for some years." 

., I never saw better samples of roots anywhere than I see every fall 
at the District Fall Show at Sault Ste. Marie." 

" A man coming here without money, if he wor~s hard and has. a 
knowledge of the businef's, can perhaps get on better III AI~oma tha,n m 
other countries where there is no work or employment III the wmter 
months as there is in Alaoma in the woods and mines and on the p.ublic 
works" but the kind of [;'rmers to come here, and the men who would 
make themselve<; independently well off in a very short time are ten~nt 
farmers and others with a little means or capital and a good practIcal 
knowledge of farming or stock-raising; men who understo:nd it as a 
business and who have a little money to buy good stock and Implements 
and get well started." 

" I am satisfied with this place for fCLrming and stock-raising. I 
grow as good fall wheat and crops of all kinds as in the County of York." 

" No place a good man can do better in that I know of." 
"Peas fifty-two, oats forty, wheat thirty, buck wheat twenty-five 

bushels per acre Wl're grown on my place." 
" Sixty bushels of oats, twenty wheat, fifty peas to the acre. I grow 

good apple8 and fruit. Am doing well." 
TUi'(l1lfo Dllily Kell's: "Enormous nlhantagtOs an' offered in this 

new country. The climate is unsurpas~ed; the country is well watered; 
there is abundance of timlx:r; the soil is particularly well adapted for 
the production of root~ and hay; fruits of the hardier varieties yield 
abundantly; and th"'l'e i8, owing to the large lumbering and mining indus
tries, always an unlimited cll:IIH1l1tl for labor, and a home market at high 
prices for everything a farlllt'r can pruduce." 

Al!jo1nCi Ad I'ol'cde correspondence: "Timothy and clover now (29th 
May), measuring from eight to ten inches in height. We can grow root 
crops and vegetables unequalled in any other part of Ontario, and wheat, 
peas and oats grow in abundance." 

Sanlt Ste. MCt1'ie Express: "There is not a hundred acres that is 
not watered by living streams, nor iN there a settler'N farm that is not 
benefitted to the extent of at least $100 per year by havina the broken 
land lying near for pasturage." 0 

Mr. Wm. Allard in Farm, and FiTeside: ,. For the last seven years 
I have drawn my wood as I cleared Illy land to the Sault and I o-et $3 
per cord for gTel'lI four foot wood. If I held it over to SUl~1l11er and could 
get it in I could get $4 to $5 per Clll'll for it. In addition to the settler 
being able to sell his lumber and cord wood aN he clears the land it is 
expected that the water power canal at the Canadian Sault will 'be in 
ope::ati?n this year, an~ then the settlers expect to find a ready sale for 
thelr bIrch and maple III the log for manufacturing purposes. I only 
started seven ye~rs ago. There was not an acre cleared on my farm 
then. I had so lIttle money when I started that I might be said to have 
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none at all. But I worked hard and knew how to use an axe and to log 
up and clear land, and perhaps best of all I have a good wife, something 
every pioneer settler should have if he wants to succeed in Algoma. 1 
now have fifty-five acres cleared and under cultivation, and half of it 
free from stumps and on which I can use machinery. My anntg'u crop 
has been per acre: Oats thirty-five to forty-five bushels; spring wheat 
about twenty bushels; fall wheat twenty-five bushels; peas, always free 
from worms, thirty to thirty-five bushels; barley about forty bushels; 
potatoes 150 to 200 bushels. and Swede turnips 400 to 500 bushels. And 
then grass and clover grows, as a rule, on the bluff, so the bluff on a 
man's land makes the best cattle and sheep' runs' one could get. And 
for sheep, raising I would not want any better' run' than the high rocky 
bluffs covered with short grasses and clover. The clover is natural to 
the soil in Algoma, and seems to grow everywhere. If a man wants a 
. soft' time he had better not come to Algoma; but if he is hard working 
and saving and can use an axe, and has any knowledge of farming, or 
really desires to learn it, and if he can bring with him just enough money 
to make a start in such a country as I have described, he will find many 
advantages in New Ontario, rough-looking though it may be. And he 
can rely on getting plenty of sweet, pure water for man and beast from 
springs and creeks all over the country, and the timber and rocky bluffs 
he will find will protect him from blizzards and the storms he would 
meet with on the lonely prairies." 

Dominion Indian Lands. 

From a late report of the Department of Indian affairs, (Ottawa), it 
is learned that on the 30th June, 1898, the Dominion Government held 
the following surrendered surveyed lands in the part of Ontario to which 
this pamphlet relates. 

Goulais Bay and Batchawaning Bay, townships 
of Aweres, Archibald, Dennis, Fisher, Herrick, 
Haviland, Kars, Pennefather, Tilley, Tupper, 

Acres. 

Pen wick, Vankoughnet ................ 106,340 
Missisauga Reserve ........................ 1,173 
Thessalon ................................ 3,069 
Laird .................................... 8,300 
Macdonald. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1,996 
Meredith.. . . . . . . .. .. .. .. .. . . .. . . .. .... . . . . 7,238 
Manitoulin District ........................ 221,399 

The terms of sale of the above lands are 50 cents to $1.00 per acre, 
two-fifths cash and balance in three annual instalments with six per 
cent. interest. Further particulars can be had from W. Van Abbot, 
Indian Agent, Sault Ste. :Marie; B. W. Ross, Indian Agent, Manitowan
ing; Wm. H. Price, Gore Bay; S. Hagan, Thessalon. 
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Character of Algoma and Nipissing Townships. 
Here follow particulars as to the soil ~nd ?haracteristics ?f the 

different townships mentioned in the foregomg lIsts, such partIculars 
being taken mainly from the reports of the surv:yo:s who laI~ out the 
said townships The arrangement of the townshIps IS a,lphabetIcal. 

Baldwin. 

A tDwnship on the Sault branch of the Canadian Pacifi? The land 
in this township is for sale at $2 an acre and settlement duties under the 
Rail way Aid Act. ~ The Spanish river runs easterly across the northern 
part. The surface is broken, but there are many patches of good land. 
The best parts are in the north and northwest. The southern r-art has 
been pretty generally burned over, and is grown up with poplar, birch, 
etc. The lots are 320 acres. 

Balfour. 

This township is on the c.P.R. main line, Chelmsford station being 
on the east border, and the Larchwood station outside its west limits. 
About one-half of it is good land, namely, that portion lying south of the 
railway, which is generally clay or sandy loam, with a few narrow ledges 
of rock. This part is covered with a dense second growth of poplar, 
birch, balsam and tamarac. North of the third concession, and for two 
miles west of the eastern boundary, the country is a, mass of bare rocks. 
To the west of this, the country is well timbered with balsam, spruce, 
tamarac, cedar, birch and poplar, with occasionally pine. The Vermillion 
river is the only stream of any importance. The rock is principally 
gneiss. The lots are 320 acres. For sale at 50 cents an acre and settle
ment duties. 

Bonfield. 

About 70 per cent. of this township is good agricultural land, the' 
best being between concession lines three and four and the Kaibuskong 
river, the soil being clay loam. The greater portion of this tract is 
already taken up. Some very fine tracts of land lie north of Lake 
N asbonsing and Kaibuskong river. Lots one to eight in concessions 
eight to twelve, form a good tract 0: land, the soil being clay and sandy 
loam. The northern point lying between Pine lake and the Mattawa 
river is also a fine tract of land, the soil being principally clay loam. 
About five thousand acres in the southeast part have been burned; over 
this ~ dense growth of popl~r, ch.erry, .etc .. is growing up. To the north 
of thIS, and south of conceSSIOn hnes SIX and seven, the timber is birch, 
maple, hemlock a~d pine. The balance of the township, about two-thirds, 
has been several tImes overrun ?y fir~, leaving only. a few patches of 
gre:n ,,:,oods; the burned p~rtI.on bemg covered WIth poplar, cherry, 
whIte bIrch. etc. The !OWf'ShiP lB. well watered by numerous springs and 
small streams, the KaI?Uskong nver, and the Mattawan river, forming 
the north b?undary, beu;g the principal streams. The principal lakes 
are Nmlbonsmg, Talon, Pme and Tllrtle lakes. The O'eneral face of the 
country is undulating. The lots are 100 acres each. b Open for location 
under the Rree Grants Act. The main line of the c.P.R. crosses the 
township, and the Rutherglen and Callander stations are within its limits. 
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Bright and Bright Additional. 

The greater portion of the township is covered with cedar, pine, 
ta:ma:ac, spruce and balsam, mixed with birch, poplar and hemlock. The 
pme IS very much scattered. In the northeast portion of Brio'ht there is 
a ~istrict w.h~ch has been burnt over some ten or twelve yea~s ago. In 
B~'Ight AddItI?nal there are several hardwood ridges, very heavily tim bered 
wIth maple, buch and hemlock; in the valley& and fiats consirlerable aEh 
a~d elm. N ear!y all of Bl'ight is of clay loam, but rather wet and cold, 
wIth the exceptIOn of a portion of t.he burnt district which is more rolling, 
?,nd consequently drier and more porous. In Bright Additional the soil 
IS not so good, in many places not.hinD' but blowinct sand and in the 

• ~ b' 
swamps qUIcksand bottom. "rater is of good quality and abundant. In 
the lake'S the water is clear and good, but soft. 

N early all the rock in this township is argillaceous. In the north
east portion of Bright there are several ridges of this rock protruding in 
many places over fifty feet in height, but narrow. The soil between 
these ridges is of excellent quality. Red granite crops out here and 
there along the shore of Lake Huron. The greater portion of the town
ship is level and fit for cultivation. The lots are 320 acres each. For 
sale at 50 cents an acre and flettlement duties. The Dayton I:;tation of 
the Sault branch of the c.P.R. is in this township. 

Caldwell. 

Caldwell is on the northwest shore of Lake Nipissing. Veuve nver 
crosses it in a southeasterly direction, and the Canadian Pacific runs 
along the valley of the river, the Verner station being within the limits 
of the township. The soil of this valley is a heavy white clay, in some 
places coated with sandy loam, and well adapted for agriculture. The 
south part of the township is rough, rocky and swampy. The northern 
portion consists of a high range of Laurentian rocks. Lots are 320 acres 
each. For sale at 50 cents an acre and settlement duties. 

Calvin. 

Calvin has been traversed by repeated and severe fires. With the 
exception of an insign,ificant portion, scarcely a vestige of the original 
timber remains. In its place has sprung up a dense second growth of 
birch, poplar, cherry, etc. The southern Iportion of the township and 
some of the northeast corner are good-the surface is either level or 
undulating in long and gradual slopes. The soil consists of clay, clay 
loam, and sandy loam. There is no doubt the fire has consumed much 
of the richness of the soil, but care and culture will restore it, while the 
ease with which .the land can be cleared must be taken as an important 
offset. The country is admirably adapted for cattle raising, there being 
excellent pasturage through the wood, while the beaver meadows are 
both large and numerous. 

The northern portion of this township, especially in the neighbor
hood of the lakes and Mattawan river, is utterly unfit for settlement, 
beina mountainous, rugged, and sterile to a degree; the hillsides are 
cove~ed with sharp broken boulders, while the more level portions are 
bald rock. The geological formation is chiefly gneiss and sandstone. 
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The country is abundantly supplied with springs and small spring 
creeks. The principal streams are the Pantois cree~ and Amable .d~ 
Fond; the former flows into the latter. The Amable IS ~uch the la:rge , 
and within some miles of its mouth is alternate lake and nver. On It. are 
many costly dams and slides. Both these st~eams are the watery hIgh
ways by which a large quantity of timber IS floated to the Matta~aJ?-' 
thence to the Ottawa. It is estimated that 60 per cent. of Calvm IS 
fitted for agricultural, and much more for grazing purposes. The lots 
are 100 acres each. Open for location under the Free Grants ~ct. ~he 
main line of the C.P.R. traverses the township, and the Eau ClaIre statIOn 
is within its limits. 

Coffin and Coffin Additional (now Aberdeen). 

Coffin is much broken by rocks and mountains, rising frequently. to 
500 feet high. Along the Thessalon river flats of ten to twen~y chams 
wide exist of good land. The timber is principally maple, ~:th some 
birches, cedars, etc. No pine fit for lumbering. In Coffin addItIOnal the 
country is not so rocky and considerable good land can be found. 

The lots are 320 acres each. For sale at fifty cents an acre and 
settlement duties. 

Day. 

The township has more than a third of its surface covered with lakes, 
which all afford abundance of good fish. All that portion south of La~e 
Waquekobing is well adapted for settlement, excepting a narrow stnp 
bordering that lake. No better agricultural land exists than a large por
tion of this described belt. North of that lake is much broken with 
rocks. Some five or six lots only, in the northeastern portion, near the 
Mississauga river. are of fair quality. The timber is generally composed 
principally of maple. Some considerable swamps are met within the 
southern part of the township. • 

The lots are 320 acres each. For sale at fifty cents an acre and 
settlement duties. 

Dowling. 

A township on the Canadian Pacific main line west of Sudbury 
Junction, and having the Onaping and Larchwood stations within its 
limits. Windy lake is the only considerable body of water in it. The 
township is traversed from northeast to toouthwest by a broken chain of 
hills, leaving two valleys of fair agricultural land. The soil is general 
clay and' sandy loam, and the prevailing rock formation is clay slate. 
';l'he timber is mostly white birch, balsam, spruce, tamarac, maple, ash and 
Ironwood. The Vermilion and Onaping rivers are the chief streams. On 
the latter there are good powers. On the banks of both rivers there 
are extensive tracts of arable land, the soil being a rich alluvial deposit. 

The lots are 320 acres. For ;;alc at fifty cents an acre and settle
ment duties. 

Ferris. 

This township is situated on the east shore of Lake Nipissina. The 
Wistawasing river drains its southwestern part, and the La V~e the 
north, both flowing into Lake Nipissing. Lake Nasbonsing occupies the 
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~outheast part-a fine sheet of water well stocked with fish and flowing 
mto the Mattawan. The Canadian Pacific crosses it from southeast to 
northwest, Nasbonsing station being on the north of the lake. The 
Thorncliffe station, the junction of the ~ orthern and North western exten
sion of the Grand Trunk system, is also in this township. To the north 
of and around N asbonsing lake, the land is good clay loam. Some very 
fine clay flats exist in the southern part of the township. Toward Trout 
l~ke ~ rocky area c~mes in. The p.ortion between Trout lake and Nipis
s~ng IS an alternatIOn of rocky rIdges and tamarac swalllps, with occa
sIOnal patches of good land with mixed timber. 

The lots are 100 acres. Open for location under the Free Grants Act. 

Galbraith and Haughton. 

These townships are situated about twelve miles back from Thessa
lon, on the north shore of Lake Huron. The surveyors' reports state that 
these townships present the appearance of low detached foothills to 
ranges of mountains. in some places gradually falling off' into valleys 
covered with mixed timbers and a good deep soil, in other places abruptly 
falling oft into valleys of hardwood timber with some very good deep, 
black soil, but most covered with boulders, again in other places rising 
perpendicularly into rocky ridges. In Haughton, one prairie table land 
of several thousand acres of red, sandy loam covered with balsam, spruce, 
etc., presents the appearance of having at one time been covered by a 
lake. 

The township is surveyed into lots of 320 acres each. For sale at 
fifty cents an acre and settlement duties. 

Gladstone. 

Situated immediately north of Bright on the north shore of Lake 
Huron. The prevailing timber is pine (which has been cut over), maple 
(chiefly bird's eye), black birch (very large, frequently forty inches across 
the butt), balsam, spruce, cedar and tamarac, alder and willow; swales 
frequent. Soil red, sandy loam, underlaid by heavy blue clay Forma
tion, Huronian and Laurentian. 

The township is abundantly watered, the Mississauga river travers
ing it from southeast to northwest. It is a fine river, varying in width 
from three to ten chains. The banks are high, in places immense cliffs, 
at others an exposure of the soil takes place. Here and there along the 
south and west banks, good flats of arable land are to be found. The 
river in places is very deep, at others quitel:ihallow, with numerous sandy 
shoals. It is very rapid over all the shallow points. Quite a number of 
falls are within the limits of this township. The principal lakes are 
Pakawamengan or Mud lake, Wahquekobing or Basswood lake, and Clear 
lake, all well stocked with fish. A great many small springs are found. 
Very rich mineral deposits have been found in this township. About 
fifty per cent. of the township is fit for settlement. 

The lots are 320 acres each. For sale at fifty cents an acre and 
settlement duties. 
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Hallam. 

The Spanish river traverses this township from. east to west, and is 
navicrable to the first falls in the township of Merntt. The VI ebbwood 
stati~n of the Canadian Pacific, Sault branch, is in the townshIp. There 
are no large hkes and the only other considerable streams aJ:,e the La 
Cloche and Birch creek. South of the Spanish river the land IS .cov:ered 

with a thick second growth, follo,:,ing an .exten.sive burn. South of the 
river there is a considerable quantity of pme, bIrch, maple, balsam, cedar, 
etc. The soil in the valleys is sandy, or sandy loa~ or clay. On t~e 
north side there is a fair percentage of arable land ':'lth a clay subsrnl. 
About twenty per cent. of the total area is fit for agrIculture. 

The formation is Huronian. The lots are 320 acres each. For sale 
at fifty cents an acre and settlement duties. 

Hardy. 

Situated on the southwestf'rn shore of Lake Nipissing. From fifty 
to seventy-five per cent. of this township con~ists of good ri~h clay .. Rocky 
ridges abound, but the land between them IS of extraordmary rIChness. 
The timber is large and healthy black birch, maple, spruce, hemlock, bal
sam and cedar, with a considerable quantity of large pine intermingled. 
Along the eastern boundary from concession three to concession ten, and 
extending westward to about lot ten, there is a tract of land which is 
generally hilly and rough, but through here the pine is tolerably plenty and 
generally of a good quality. Memesogamasing lake is a beautiful sheet 
of water, and the largest lake in the township. Pike, pickerel, bass and 
grey trout are very plentiful. The formation is gneiss and a kind of clay 
slate. 

The township is)aid out in 100 acre lots. Open for location under 
the Free Grants Act. 

Himsworth. 

This township is situated on the southeast shore of Lake Nipissing, 
and is drained partly by branches of the South river, on which many 
good mill sites are to be had. There are no large lakes in it. The northern 
portion has .beem burnt over, the remainder is timbered with maple, birch, 
beech, oak, Ironwood, basswood, hemlock, cherry, and in the river valleys 
cedar, balsam and spruce. Along the rivers, good clay soil exists. On 
the uplands it is mostly sandy loam. In this township large tracts of 
good land are to be found. The only swamp of any extent is one in the 
third and fourth concessions, timbered with spruce and balsams. 

One-half of the land in Himsworth is regarded as fit for settlement. 
The lots are 100 acres each. Open for location under the Free Grants 
Act. 

Johnson, Tarbutt and Tarbutt Additional. 

Many excellent agricultural luts are to be found in these townships 
but there are ~o extensive sections of unbroken good land. In th~ 
north~r~ pa.rt of ~ohns?n, where the surface is very broken and hilly, 
the SOlI IS rIch as IS eVIdenced by the remarkable growth of the crops 
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raised by the settlers. North of Bear lake in Tarbutt Additional and in 
the southern part of Tarbutt. the land is more level, and a considerable 
area is found without rock or hills, besides there are here a number of 
exc~llent lots which would be very easily cleared and prepared for culti
vatIOn, as the most of the timber has been destroyed years ago, and gra~s 
has now taken its place. This is more particularly the case along the 
west side of these two townships. The lots in these townships are :-320 
acres. For sale at fifty cents an acre and settlement duties. The Sault 
b.ranch of the C.P.R. crosses the township. Desbarats Station is centrally 
sItuated for the two townships. A daily mail goes from here to St. 
Joseph Island. 

Korah. 

Korah is on the north sh~re of the St. Mary river, immediately west 
of Sault Ste. Marie. Such an enormous volume of traffic now passes this 
point by water and by rail that an excellent local market for all kinds of 
produce can be confidently looked for. 

Korah contains (with the little township of Awenge) 25,000 acres· 
The quality of the land is generally good. For a mile back from the 
river it is marshy, then grarlually rising becomes dry, and is principally 
a good strong clay loam for two miles back. The surface then becomes 
rolling, the soil a fairly sandy loam, and the timber chiefly maple for 
three miles further. From thence to the northerly limit of the township 
the land is more or less broken with rocky ridges. The timber is princi
pally hard wood. The lots are 320 acres. Tha Canadian Pacific Sault 
branch crosses the river at Sault Ste. Marie, close by. Open for location 
under the Free Grants Act. 

Kirkwood. 

Is situated immediately north of Thessalon. About sixty-five per 
cent of this township is fit for settlement. Soil, good sandy loam. It 
contains very fair hardwood timber, consisting of maple, birch, pine and 
hemlock. The formation is Huronian. The largest lake is Waquekobing 
on the east boundary. A branch of the Thessalon river flows through 
the centre of the township. Lots are 320 acres each. For sale at 50 
cents an acre and settlement duties. 

Laurier. 

This township is hilly, many of the elevations being from two to 
three hundred feet, timbered principally with hardwood. 8everal thous
and acres in the southeast were burnt over about tw-enty years ago. 
Spruce and cedar swamps of considerable extent exist alon.g th~ west 
boundary and in the northwestern quarter. The South flver IS the 
principal stream. The sail is sandy loam; the rock .gneiss. The timber 
is principally mixed hardwood, spruce, balsam and pme. 

The lots are 100 acres each. Open for location under the Free Grants 
Act. The township is situated on the Northern and Northwestern 
extension of the Grand Trunk Railway. 
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Lefroy. 

Lefroy is on the north shore of Lake ~uron i~nmediately .east of 
Bruce Mines. The Sault branch of the CanadIan PacIfic crosses It along 
the front. The land along the front is rocky and brok~n, but a~out 3, 

mile or two back there is first-class soil capable of producmg any kllld of 
crop. Toward the eastern limit the land is broken and hilly and the~soil 
light. The northeastern portion is gen.erally .goo~ rolling Ian?, bro~en 
occasionally by a ridge of rock. The tImber IS mIxed. ~n thIS portIOn 
also are rich alluvial flats on the banks of the Tbessalon rIver. Towards 
the northwestern portion the land becomes level. There are several good 
powers on the river. The lots are 320 acres. For sale at 50 cents an 
acre and settlement duties. 

Lorne. 

The south half of this township is open for sale under the' {Railway 
Aid Act at $2 an acre and settlement duties. It is on the line of the 
proposed Manitoulin and Little Current Railway. The Canadian Pacific 
Sault branch crosses the northwest corner, and the station of Nelson is 
located therein. The surface of the township is much broken with hills 
and lakes. The Spanish River and the Vermilion river traverse it. The 
lots are 320 acres. For sale at 50 cents an acre and:settlement duties. 

McKim. 

This township has been almost wholly burnt over. The greater.part 
of it is rough and rugged, being cut up by high hills with swamps inter
vening. There are, however, some good flats along the line of the C. P. 
Railway, and a few patches of good sanely loam are scattered elsewhere. 
Most of the good land in the township is in the vicinity of the important 
town of Sudbury, which is the point of junction of the Canadian Pacific 
main line and the branch to Sault Ste. Marie. This township is very 
rich in minerals. Extensive mines of copper, nickel, etc., are already 
being worked. The good local market thus provided will render the 
arable lands in this neighborhood very valuable. 

The lots are of 320 acres each. For sale at 50 cents an acre and 
settlement duties. 

Mattawan. 

Mattawan-meaning ': The Fork~ "-is situated at the junction of 
the Mattawa and Ottawa rIVers. It IS bounded northerly by the Ottawa 
and on the south by the Mattawa. It contains an area of 49593 acres. 
The Canadian Pacific station, Mattawa, is at the villacre of th~t name on 
the south side of the river. The trade of the place being O"ood and cap
able of very great increase, there is naturally a crood local ~narket for all 
produce, and this r~nders the adjac~nt land, thgugh of poor quality, of 
greater value .than It would other~Vlse be. The township consists of the 
?sual ~ocky rIdges ~f the LaurentIan formation, alternating with valleys 
III whICh the land IS capable of cultivation and sometimes rich. The 
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timber is mixed hardwood and pine, the best of the latter havina' been 
cut long ago. The lots are of 100 acres each. Open for location b under 
the Free Grants Act. 

May. 

The Spanish riYer flows through the township southwesterly, 
~aCloche westerly, and Sable l'in'l' from the northwest to the Spanish 
rIver. There are a few small lakes on the north side of the Spanish 
rIver. A large proportion of the area of this township has been burnt 
over. The surface is broken with hills which rise occasionally to :WO 
feet. In the valleys, the soil is frequently good sandy loam and some
times clay. In the southwest part there is a block of about 1,000 acres 
of good land entirely d8\'uid of timber, which has been swept away by 
frequent fires. About 30 per cent. of the township is fit for cultivation. 
The lots are 320 acres each. 

The Canadian Pacific Sault branch crosses the township near the 
line of the Spanish riycr, and the Massey station is on the line between 
May and Salter. Land in May is for sale '1t 50 cents an acre and settle
ment duties. 

Merritt. 

This township is open for sale under the Railway Aid Act at $2 per 
acre and settlement duties, it being on the line of the Manitoulin and 
North Shore Railway. The Canadian Pacific Sault branch goes through 
the centre of it. 

This is a poor township, the land fit for agricultural purposes being 
only in two or three places in ;;ufficient (luantity to make it worth culti
vation. The soil in the northerly part is a coarse red sand, and most of 
it has been burnt over. What good soil there is, is to be found in the 
south part of the township, but this is intersected with many rocky 
ridges and numerous lakes. The timber is principally birch, tamarac, 
spruce and an occasional pine. The rocks are urap and granite. 

The Canadian Pacific Sault branch runs through the northwest 
corner of the township. 

Nairn. 

The southern half of this township is for sale under the Railway 
Aid Act at :32 per acre and settlement duties. The Sault branch of the 
Canadian Pacific intersects the township and has a station in it, and will 
also be served by the projected Manitoulin and North ShOle line. The 
Spanish and Vermilion l'inl'H cross it from northeast and the latter 
expands in~o a considerable lake called Wabigizig. The part traversed 
by the C.P.R. is an extensive tract of level sandy land, lightly timbered 
with spruce and pine. The remainder of the township is broken and 
rocky. Railway station, Nairn. 

Nipissing. 

The southeastern portion in the vicinity of the South river is level, 
interspersed with a few swamps and ridges of sandy loam. The south
western portion is broken by rocks. The central and westerly parts are 
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high table-land timbered chiefly with fine hardwood. In the north'Yest 
corner, in cons. 11 and 12, the land is poor and broken. ~ome years smce 
a heilvy fire swept over the entire country on the north sIde of t~e South 
river. There is a belt of choice land along the valley of Beatty s creek. 
There are beaver meadows of considerable extent, which yield a heavy 
growth of excellent wild hay, most of it fine blue joint grass. 

The soil is chiefly a sandy loam on the elevated porti<:ns. Where 
not rocky, it is frequently a dark rich loam of the finest quahty. I~ ~he 
more level portions-bottom land-it is. mostly a clay l.oam. of a whItIsh 
texture. On the north side of South nver, after leavlllg ltS banks, the 
soil is principally sandy or sandy gravel. This township on the whole 
is well timbered. In the central and westerly portions there are large 
tracts of fine hardwood, consisting of very fine maple, birch, beech and 
ironwood, some basswood. with a mixture of hemlock. where the land 
becomes broken. Birch is the prevailing timber, and abounds in every 
section of the township, on high as well as low land. It is generally 
large, 8nd frequently found from three to four feet in diameter. The 
township is well watered. The South river traverses a considerable por
tion of it, and i'l from one to four chains in width. It is navigable from 
its mouth on Lake Nipissing to the first chute on lot 13, 11th con. There 
are several fine waterpowers on the South river, also on the North creek. 
The rocks are principally gneiss. About 70 per cent. of the township is 
adapted for agriculture. 

The l"ts are 100 acres each. Open for location under the Free 
Grants Act. 

Papineau. 

This township is well watered; on the north boundary by the 
Mattawan river. A range of rocky hills borders the river. Elsewhere 
the township presents no well-defined ridges except those forming the 
water.she~ of Boom creek and Little Pantor's creek. The only lake of 
any slze.Is Sturgeon lake. Nearly all the township has been burnt over, 
~nd a thlck grow.th of poplar and. "?irch has come in. The soil generally 
IS sandy loam, WIth tracks of whltish clay loam which is wry productive. 

The lots are 100 acres flach. Open for location under the Free 
Grants Act. The Mattawa station of the Canadian Pacific is in the 
northeast corner of this township. 

Parke. 

P.arke is a small, township south of Prince, and abutting on Lake 
SuperIOr. and St. Mary s river. It contains 6,664 acres. The surveyor 
repOl:t, It to be. nearly all swamp, cedar and tamarac, with sand ridges 
rUllnmg through It .. The south portion of the township iR nearly all 
marsh: The beach lS sandy and the water is shallow except at Pointe 
aux Pms, where the channel runs close to shore. Open for location under 
the Free Grants Act. 

Parkinson. 

The ge.neral character of this toV' nship is rocky and mountainous, 
broken up lllto an almost endless variety of bluffs. Near the south 
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boundary there are a few lots of good land. There is a good deal of hard
woo.d, pr~ncipally maple. The only stream of consequence is the Little 
WhIte river. Un the left bank there are a few miles of open prairie, 
but the soil is a very light sand. 

About ten per cent .. of this township is fit for settlement. For sale 
at fifty cents an acre and settlement duties. 

Patterson. 

The township is on the south shore of Lake Nipissing. It is inter
sected northwesterly by a chain of lakes, communicating with French 
river. The land in the south half of the township is above averaae a 
large portion of it being very good, presenting a deep fert.ile clay'" s~il, 
occasionally mixed with loam; it rests generally on a subsoil of clay and 
coarse gravel. There is a considerable proportion of swamp land con
taining deep alluvial soil, which, in time, will, by clearing, draining, etc., 
become highly productive. 

The prevailing upland timber is a mixed growth of maple, birch and 
hemlock, with a fair scattering of pine in places. The north half of the 
township, as a whole, is not so well adapted for farming, although it con
tains several blocks of good land. A rather extensive area of this part 
has been burnt over. Scattered over this half are isolated tracts of low 
lands, or "balsam fiats," yielding a fat loamy soil, which, from the char
acter of the timber, can be readily and easily cleared and cultivated. The 
lakes in the township are very beautiful and useful. Restoullake, especi
ally, is exceedingly fine. The water is clear and deep, and is abundantly 
stocked with maskinonge, bass, pickerel and white fish. 

The rock formation is Laurentian. The lots are 100 acres each. 
Open for location under the Free Grants Act. 

Patton. 

This is a township immediately north of Thompson, which iR on the 
north shore of Lake Huron. The soil and timber in this township are 
varied. In the north are several lakes. The township is traversed by 
the Blind river, which is navigable for canoes from Lake Huron to Canoe 
lake. The river presents a splendid spectacle before it enters Cataract 
lake, falling in a mass of snow-white foam from a height of nearly fifty 
feet in an inclined plane of about 200 feet in length, forming, with the 
grim rocks and dark forest, such a picture as would delight an artist 
All the lakes on the course of this river teem with fish. In the neigh
brrhoOO of Marsh river and Denman lake there is some good land. For 
sale at fifty cents an acre and settlement duties. 

Plummer and Plummer Additional. 

The country north of Ottertail lake and east of Rock lake is rocky 
as a general thing. The prevailing lumber is maple, bi;ch a~d herrHo~k, 
There is good hardwood on the west and southwest SIdes of Rock laIte. 
The land on both sides of the Thessalon river is good; the timber is prin
cipally softwood, cedar, ash, etc. About two-thirds of the land lyfug 
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between the south boundary of Plummer and Lake Huron is fit for settle
ment The lands aloner both sides of the Great Northern road, from the 
foot ~f Ottertail lake t~ Garden river, a.re good. The B~u?e Mines station 
of the Sault branch of the C. P. R. is III Plummer AddItIonal. The lots 
are 320 acres each. open for location under the Free Grants Act. 

Prince. 

Prince is situated on Lake Superior, at the entrance to St. Mary 
river. Most of the land in this township is good. The Gros Cap range 
of oTanite runs throuerh it from east to west. South thereof, the land is 
sw:mpy and broken. oN orth, there is good loamy soil and heavy hard
wood timber, birch and maple, intersected by cedar and black ash swamps. 
It is well watered and with small creeks and springs. These lots are 320 
acres. Open for location under the Free Grants Act. 

Rayside. 

Rayside is on the main line of the Canadian Pacific, a little west of 
Sudbury Junction. The Rayside station is in its limits; Chelmsford 
station is just outside its western limits. The township is generally level, 
with only'a few rocky lidgl's llere and there, mostly in the southeast and 
northwest corners. The south half of the township is rather low, and in 
some places needs surface tlrninage. The soil in the 1st concession, which 
borders on White Water lake, is very rich, and the part of the township 
traversed by the Canadian Pacific is quite fit for cultivation. The sixth 
and part of the fifth conces,ions are rocky. A I1I'<1nch of the Spanish 
river runs through the township. The lots are 3~lI acres. For sale at 
fifty cents an acre and settlement duties. 

Rose. 

A township about six miles northeast of Bruce Mines, on the north 
~hore of La.ke Huro~. The southwestern portion is generally good roll
m~ land: tl.mber 1Illxed, and hardwood generally of large growth. The 
~Ollis prmClpally cl?,y l)o~tom a;nd sandy loam. The :-;outheastern portion 
IS generally. level wIth ltuxed timber; the soil light and sandy. In the 
centre portIOn ;tI'U severn,} tracts of low and len'l land' timber tamarac 
and spruce; soil, ~ig~t and sandy, marshy in some place~. On both east· 
ern and western htmts ,the land is broken, and rocky ridges are frequent. 
The two northern ranges ar~ rouerh and broken with bare rock on the 
hills, and good but shallow soils i~ the valleys. ' The lots are 320 acres. 
For sale at fifty cents an acre and settlement duties. 

bt. Joseph's Island. 

St. Joseph's Island is situated to the northwest of Lake Huron at 
the entra;llce to. St. Mary's River, the connecting link with Lake Superior, 
a~out thirty mIles ~y water from Sault 8te. Maric'. It is about twenty 
l~Iles b:y twelv~ to fourteen, and contaiml 86,000 acres. Fully two-thirds 
o . t?e Island IS fit for ,settlement, the remainder beiner swamps. The 
sOlI IS mostly red sandy loam or clay and sand mixed with mould. The 
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surface is stony in many parts, but this does not pl'en'ut the soil from 
being very producti\~e. Nearly all cl'Op~ of the temperate zone f-;\lc('(~(·d 
well here. The interior of the island is a laro'e hill ri~iuu abruptly on 
h b M 

t e w.est; nort~l and east sides to a heig:ht or 400 or 500 feet. The top of 
the h1111s a slIghtly undulating ta!.h'lall<l of 5,000 ncl'l'~ of excl'lknt land, 
timbered with fine ha.rd wood. TIll' island i~ well watered with creeks 
and ~mall sprin~s. Along the shores there :lee a number ()f small swamps, 
and m the mtenor there are large SWHlllPY tracts, some of which, how
ever, can be easily drained, and will t.hen lx, fine land. The island is 
densely wooded, principally with maple. A great deal of the maple is 
of the bird's-eye or curly variety. There nre also bf'pnl, "., hemlock, 
cedar, spruce, bass\yood and elm: in the ,,\\~alll . .0U,1ll and tamarac. 
The snow is usually off early in April, ;ll1d the lake freezes over about 
the middle of December. The climate is not very severe, the 10west 
range of the thermometer being 25° in February, the average for the 
coldest mont.h being from 10° above t.o 10° below. The fisheries on and 
around the island are excellent.. The rock is principally limestone of the 
Hudson River formation, It has been used for a number of years past 
as building stone and for burning. There is also a white sand::;tone in 
SOllle places, and here and there a ma."''' of granite. The lots are 1 00 
a.cres. Bemg in the main steamship channel, the means of acce:-:;s are 
excellent. Open for location under the Free Grants Act. Crown lands 
agent: George Hamilton, Richard's Landing. 

}lr. Duncan Anderson says: This island is situated at the entrance 
to Ste. Mary's river, It is about ~o hy 14 miles, and contains about 
90,000 acres. It is all located but 4,000 acres. The soil is very change
able, varying from a stiff red clay to a light loam; but most of the soil 
is a clay or sandy loam. In many parts the surface is covered with roll
ing' stone, while other sections are entirely free. The rock is principally 
limestone. The island is well watered 'with springs and running creeks. 
The crops grown are the same as in the older sections of Ontario. The 
timber is hemlock, basswood, beech, maple, ironwood, spruce, cedar nnel 
elm. Here partly cleared farms can be bought from $150 to $1,0()0, 
according to soil and improvements. Persons with small capital could, 
for a few hundred dollars, purchase a partly cleared farm. Men who 
have had little experience in select,ing a farm in the bush may make a 
mistake, but on a partly cleared farm, even if it is stumpy and rough, 
they have much better opportunities of judging the soil and surroundings 
than where it is an unbroken forest. But they should be very careful to 
see that the title is good and that the location is in all respects a suitable 
one. All along the main line, from Garden river to Massey, the pea crop 
looked well-the best I had seen anywhere this season. Here they have 
no trouble with the pea bug. Peas and pork are the two most profit.able 
lines of production I know of, and make a combination that takes very 
little fertility from the soil, while hogs give a better return for the food 
.consumed than any other animal we raise on the farm. St. Joseph Island 
receives a daily mail from Desbarats, the nettrest c.P.R. R'y station. 

Salter. 

This township is similar in character to Victoria, which adjoins it on 
.the west. ~For sale at fifty cents an acre and settlement duties . 

. 4 N.D. 
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Shedden. 

This township has b('('n nearly all burnt over, but t~ere are a few 
belts where the oriainal bush stands. These are mostly m the easterly 
portion, and nOI th~asterly parts i in the low parts the soil is a whitish 
clay, or clay loam, and on t!18 hIgher .revels dar~ or ~andy l~am. The 
Serpent river traverses thIS townshIp. Th~ Ca~lldIan ~acI~c,. Sault 
branch, runs along the front, and the Spamsh rIver statl~n IS m the 
township. For sale at fifty cents an acre and settlement dutIes. 

Springer. 

Sprinaer is situated on the north shore of Lake Nipissing. McLeod's 
bay, an ar~l of the lake, runs ~ack in~o the .hea:rt of ~he township. At 
the head of the bay the Canadian PactiJc mam hne st~Ike.s the water,and 
the Cache Bay station is located there. The town~hlp IS traversed by 
the Sturgeon" riYer, and the 8tnl"~'eun Falls station ie:. at t~e crossing 
thereof by the railway. The part sunt.heast of t.he rIycr IS generally 
sandy loam, nearly all of it tit f()r ('uitivation, and timbered with small 
cedar, hemlock, birch and pine. That part w('st of the ~tUl"geon river is 
heayy clay loam, and timbered \yith Ilia]>],', black and white birch, pine, 
cedar, balsam and hemlock. About t'ight.~, pel' cent. of this section is tit 
for cultivation. The north part of till' township, lll'illg concessions foul', 
fiye and six, is more broken n,nd md.:.\', alld alH)lIt forty per cent. of it is 
fit for cultiyation. The rin'l" i" Il;t\'i~'al>il' for ahmt. foul' miles back, and 
that. and the bay make tilt't()"",sI,il' \'eryeasy of access throughout. 
The lots are 320 <len's, For sal., at. ti fLy cents an acre and settlement 
duties, 

Thompson. 

A township on the north shore of Lah' Huron, b'nsersed a couple of 
miles back from the sl1tll'" hI' till' ~a" It l'j';ll1eh of the Canadian Pacific 
t~e Dean Lake station of '~'hich is in the township. The Mississagu~ 
rIver C1:0SS:" the township frOl~1 the nortln-vl'st, l1<LYigable throughout the 
townshIp for four-feet yp,svls m the summer. The river tel'lllS with fish; 
s~urgeon of. large size abound.. :\it:eit of tlll' land ;dung the river is good, 
tImbered WIth maple, black larch, 1l'()Il\\'()(l( 1, n,.l oak an.] hemlock. The 
il,,:"amps are generally tamarac .. The lots along the lake hl1 H' poor light 
so~l, an~ bet:veen thIS and tIll' I"lWl" till' land is not tirst-class, Along the 
Blmd I"l vel' 111 the ~orth of the township there is g"H).l land, also at the 
Lake of the MOlllltalll, The lotil an' ;320 ;tel"es l'aeh, For sale at fifty 
cents an acre and settlement duties. 

Victoria. 

The surfac~ o~ tl~is township is broken by rocky ridges, and ten lakes 
are embraced wItllIn Its area. It contl1ins much good arable land, but it 
was burnt over about tWt'lIty years ago. The aT";1, of arable land is esti
mated at one quarter of the whole. The township is crossed by the Sault 
branch of the C,P.R., and the Walford station is in its limits. The lots 
are.320 acres each. For sale at fifty cents an acre and settlement 
dutIes. 
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Wells. 

The Mississagua river flows through the township, aventging from 
200 to 250 feet in width, and generally shallow. There are larO'e tracts 
of hardwood, and along the river are some excellent flats of ggod land. 
The southeast corner is light and gravelly. In the southwest corner 
there is a rocky, barren tract of 200 acres. North of this rocky belt there 
is a hardwood tract of some 12,000 acres of excellent sandy loam, but 
stony. Towards the north the timber is mixed. A most remarkable 
feature in this section of the township is a large open plain or prairie, 
embracing about 2,000 acres. On this plain there are occasional clumps 
of spruce, pitch pine and. poplar, but in places it is like an open field. 
The soil on this plain is generally gravelly, but in some places it is a very 
good yellow loam. To the north of this plain the mountain ranO'es occur 
through which the Mississagua cleaves its course, and these nlllges form 
a very marked ferrture in the northern portion of the township. There 
are some very high hills in this township. The rocks are of Huronian 
slate a,nd quartzite and Laurentian gneiss. The lots are 320 acres each. 
For sale at fifty cents an acre and settlement duties. 

Widdifield. 

Land in this township is for sale at $2 per acre and settlement duties 
under the Raihyay Aid Act. The greater part of this towm;hip is hanl
wood land, haying a fair loamy soil. The northwesterly part is very 
level, with numerou~ swamps, and the easterly portion is hilly. The soil 
generalJy is a rich loam, but is in many places sandy and stony. The 
northeasterly part is high and rocky. The timber is maple, black birch, 
ironwood, basswood, balsam, hemlock, beech, cedar and tamarac, with a 
fair scattering of pine. The township is well watered. Trout lake, 
forming the southern boundary, is a fine sheet of clear water, famous for 
fish, and with many islands The north shore of the lake is hilly. North 
Bay, an important station of the C. P. R., and the junction with the 
Northern and ~orthwestern Division of the Grand Trunk, is situated in 
this township on the shore of Lake Nipissing. The rock is granite. The 
lots are 320 acres. About two-thirds of the entire township are fit Jor 
settlement. 

On Lake Nipissing. 

In the immediate vicinity of ~ orth Bay, on Lake Nipissing, par
ticularly in the township of Widdifield, there is a considerable area of 
arable land, much of which, convenient to the railway, i8 being taken up 
by squatters. A little farther west several townships along the rail way 
a,re comprised in the a,gency of Mr .. J. D. Cockburn, of Sturgeon Fa,lls, the 
lands in which are open for sale to actual settlers at fifty cents an acre. 
The land in this neighborhood is good, and a fine farming district sur
rounds the village of Sturgeon Falls. All kind.s of ~rain grow and do 
well and I was informed by Father Ferron, parIsh prIest, that both In
dian' corn and tobacco comp, to perfection. Father Ferron's garden is as 
fine and well-ordered a garden as one will find anywhere, ancl in it may 
be seen all manner of flowers and vegetables. Potatoes clo excellenUy 
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11 alld I was told that at the aaricultural exhibitions held at Sturgeo[ 
we ,c I:> k' d . fi 
Falls the display of farm products of nearly every m IS very ne 
Wheat is little OTown, not because it will not ripen, but beca,:se there 
is no mill in the'" district to grind it, and because of the low pnces that 
have prevailed until recently. 

Around the Sudbury nines. 

The lumber industry is here reinforced by mining to create a !llarket 
for farm products and everything grown by th: Rettlers finds qUIck sale 
at aood prices. Hay arows naturally, that IS to say, wherever the 
seed is thrown by chan~e on the ground, as along the "?adge" roads, 
over which supplies for the lumber c~mps are te.amed, It takes root, 
thrives and extends itself, The townRhIps of Rayslde and Balfour are 
almost completely settled, mostly by ~ren?h-CanadiaI:~. and there are 
some farms in an excellent state of cultIvatIOn. A conSIderable percent
age of the land in Balfour is tal~en up, a~d in Waters th: lands are al~o 
being quickly settlerl upon, Enghsh-speakmg farmers bemg probably III 
the majority. 

Thessalon and Bruce nines 

The settlements in the neighborhood of Thessa,lon and Bruce Mines 
are of longer standing than allY in the districts aln'nd.\- mentioned, and 
in consequence the country pr,'st'lIt.., a more ciyili;-;l"l and agreeable 
appearance. The soil in ,~l'lle]';t 1 is g()"d and fertile, and a failure of crops 
is almost unknown. Hay, oats, peas and p()t.atol's are here, as elsewhere, 
the principal crnl'''. ,VeIl-cleared farms and comfortable houses are to 
be seen on e\"l'ry si,le. Towards t.lll' front the 1 lI,st lands have heen taken 
up, but there i~ }""t an almost unlimited area of l'\jually good land lying 
untouched further back from the railway. There is also a good local 
market for agricultural produce at hig'lll'l' prices than can be had in older 
Ontari(), and in the winter time ],('ady money can 1)(' earned in the lum
ber shanties if the work on the farm is not prl'i':i':ing. The settlement 
~ere pres~nts nearly every feature?f that i~ Huron or Bruce twenty
tin .or thIrty year,., ago, the Enghsh-speakmg people Ln·gL·ly prepond
eratmg. 

The Sault Ste. narie Section. 

From rc:port of Mr. Duncan Andl'rson to the Minister of Agriculture, 
August 10, ] ,'I! 1:-; : 

Ar~und Sa.ult Ste. M,trie, at Goulais Bl'ty, in the townships on the 
Sault Ste. Mane branch. of t.he ('anadinll Paeific Ralhyny, and on St. 
J?seph L,lnl~d, the h·st. of the land has been taken up, but at nearly all 
of these pomts, tl\(']'1\ are yet N()llle loti:! fit for ,.,..(tl"llll'nt with from 30 
to 60 p:r cent. of fairly good arable land. At Uoulais Bay and in the 
townshIp of Vankoughnet, part of the lands 1.., l()ll u' to t.l~e Dominion 
Government, but two-tl~irds of thL' township of Vanl~llwlmet is Ontario 
Governm.ent .land. ThIS township is open for s('t.tkll~nt: it is about 
twenty-sIx mIles from .Sault Ste. Marie and is l'('ael!\"l 1)\- a waO'OIl road. 
The land around Goulals Bay varies from a clay to a san'dy yel~w loam. 
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You will sometimes find several kinds' of soil on the same lot. The 
country is somewhat broken and the land is generally in the valleys 
hemmed in by rocky ridges. The best soil is a ,,,amly loam, which, when 
intelligently cultivated, gives very profitable results. Two-thirds of the 
timber on the uplands is hard sugar maple, iron wood, and black :m( I 
yellow birch. The low lands have, in addition to maple and birch, bal
sam, spruce and a few tamarac. The maple land is not as difficult to 
clear, as the timber is more easily burned. The cost of clearing would be 
from $12 to $15 an acre. 

Fine natural springs and splendid clear running streams abound 
and good well water can be obtained everywhere near the surface. Only 
the very low lands require draining. The soil being mostly a sandy 
loam with an open, porous sub-soil, the surplus moisture readily soaks 
through it. 

Wheat, both fall and spring, does well, Oats in the early part of 
July were in many places two and one-half feet high and not beginning 
to shoot. The oat fields had a fine appearance and gave promise of a 
heavy crop. The loamy soil of this section seems to be especially well 
adapted for the growtih of cereals, peas, barley and hay. Potatoes on the 
high dry land looked well, but on the low swampy lands they bad a set 
back from summer frosts. There is not much corn raised as the season 
is too short for it to mature every year. Turnips are always a sure crop. 
Apples do well, especially the hardier standard varieties. I have formed the 
opinion based on careful observations that, where the sugar maple grows, 
apple trees will thrive. I saw a number of fine young orchards, with 
clean-barked, healthy-looking trees, just coming into bearing. 

The market is the town of Sault Ste. Marie. It is good for all kinds 
of farm produce. When a new road that is in process of construction is 
finished, it will bring Goulais Bay within twenty miles of Sault Ste. 
Marie. The people here seem to be well satisfied with their farms for 
few want to sell them. 

Town of Sault 5te. Marie. 

Sault Ste. Marie is within twenty-four hours' ride from either 
Montreal or Toronto, and instead of the Indian's canoe on the St. Mary 
River there are several lines of steamers, many of which equal ocean 
vessels in both size and equipment. The number and tonnage of the 
vessels, both passenger and freight, going through the Ship Canals on the 
Canadian and American sides of the river St. Mary, is very large. With
in the last few years the volume of business has so much increased as to 
necessitate the building of a second canal by the U. S. Government, which 
has lately been opened for traffic, and on the Canadian side the Dominion 
Government has lately completed a ship canal known as "The Sault Ste. 
Marie Cana!." All these canals are splendid specimens of modern ciyil 
engineering. 

On the Canadian side of the river there is without doubt one of the 
greate.st water-powers in 11he world; it h~ving, as one mig~lt say, Lake 
Supenor-the largest body of fresh water m the world, an mlanc1 sea
for a mill-dam. Visitors to the Sault should see the water power canal 
and the two immense Pulp mills which have been erected near its outlet. 
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This crreat water power is situated right in the midst of the material 
for it~ use. Immense forests of pulp or paper-fibre .wood. can be found 
at different places in the District, and within c~)ll~em?nt ~Istance of the 
site of the water power canal. And then agam It lIes rIght along the 
highway of commerce. All the traffic of the W. es~ern and N ort.h -Western 
Provinces, States, and Territories has to pass wIt~m. a com~a;r~tIvely short 
distance of this immense water power. The SlllPpll~g faCIlItIes by water 
could not be OTeater, and it also has rail connectIOn m the C.P.R. 

Sault St:. ;\Ial'ie is probably in about the centre of t~e mineral district 
between Michipicoten on the north-west and WahnapItae on the nort~
east and inclusive of those belts but the town of Sudbury probably WIll 
always be the supply centre for 'the ~w ahnapitae gold fields as they lie so 
close to the latter town. 

The farmers of Eastern Alcroma and \Y estern Nipissing will dOll bt
less find that as development ';~rk i'l commenced and carrie~ on,in t~ese 
two districts, good markets will be found for the product whICh IS raIsed 
and grown by the farmers. 

As to churches in Sault Ste. ~b,]'it', the town is the See of the 
Anglican Missionary Diocese. The tt'l'l'it()]'~· knUWll as :b:astern Alg?ma 
is part of the Roman Catholic Dio"est' of l'dt'J'b( ll'Ollgh. Algoma IS a 
District in the Methodist Church and tl1t' Rey. S. U. Stone, D.D., of 
Sault Ste. Marie, is the p)'t:~l'nt chairman of the Alg'oma District. There 
are many adherents of the Pn'~l)ytt'l'i,m Church of Canada residing in 
Eastern Algoma, and thiR kITitt)]'y JJl'I()ng'~ to th" Synod of Toronto and 
Kingston. The Baptists also have a church at Sault Ste. Marie. 

Two excellently eCluipped public schools and a Separate school are 
to be found in Sault Ste. Marie, and a mOVt'nllmt is now on foot for the 
establishment of an High School at that point for the accommodation of 
the pupils of that town and surrounding country who may desire higher 
education than that attainable in the public schools. This will give the 
scholars of Algoma an opportunity of going right up to the Universities 
without being required to leave the District for such preparation. 

THE WATER POWERS OF THE DISTRICT . 

. Here and there thr~ugh the District can be found water powers 
WhICh only need developmg to be made of considerable value. All along 
the ~orth Shore there seems to be a succe~sion ()f rivers and creeks and 
doubtless in ti.me several water powers will be developed here and there 
through the Distnct. These water powers could be used for saw mills 
or for woollen or carding mills. 

T~e ~'ecent devel~pments in electrical science, and particularly in the 
transmISSlOn of electncal energy throucrh loncr distances has O'iven an . t db,.., 'I"> 
I.mpor ance an value t? water powen" especially to those not t,o remote 
from centres.of pop~latlO? al~d manufacture, which they did not formerly 
possess. ThIS P;rovlllce IS smgularly well endowed by nature with the 
Illean.~ of power m the numberless falls and ca"cn,des which abound on 
~he :Ive1's and streams of the newer parts of Ontario, capable of produc
mg m the aggregate an enOlmous, almost incalculable, alllount of energy. 
These water powers constitute, in fact, one of the great undeveloped 



55 

resources of the crown domain, and promise t.o form in the not. distant 
future a highly important factor in the progress and prosperity of the 
Province, as well as to make a sensible contribution to the public reVenUl". 
Situated in the newer dis! rids, and surrounded by 1"<1, \Y material for a 
variety of industries, such as pulp and paper llJills, c;aw-mills, Bash and 
door factories and other woud-working establishments, and in the mining 
regions hy hodies of gold, copper, nickel and iron me, the cheap power 
which they will provide lllust greatly stimulate the development of man
ufacturincr and mineral intlll.'-;triec;, which in turn will afford a remuner
ative hon~ market for the product.s l)f the farm. Electric railways can 
be operated, too, by power from these falls, and thus means of transport
ation and comlllunication provided in districts vyhC'l'l' an ordinary railway 
would be an expensive and premature undertaking. Light can also be 
supplied to the inhabitants of ndjacent towns and yillages, rendering life 
there more comfortable and attractiYe. It is evident that the public 
interest demands the speed,\" utilization of all such water powers where 
they can be profitably turned to account, and the above-mentioned regu
lations have been framed with a view to bring this about. A nllIll bel' of 
applications have been made for water powers under these regulations, 
and the policy cf the Department, so far, has been to fix the annual 
rental at a moderate sum and thus secure the establishment of new 
industries, rather than to obtain the highest possible return which the 
privilege might be made to yield.-(Extract from Report of Crown Lands 
Department, 1898.) 

Regulations for the disposal of water privileges, pursuant to the 
provisions of 61 Victoria, chap. 8, were adopted by Order-in-Council of 
21st June, 1898. These regulations provide for leasing such powers and 
land adjacent, instead of alienating them absolutely, as was formerly 
done, and with such conditions attached aB will secure their development 
within a specified time, in default of which they revert to the Crown. 

A VALUABLE TESTIMONIAL. 

Mr. D. McGregor, manager of the Bank of Commerce, Sault Ste. 
Marie, writes: 

" The Canadian Bank of Commerce opened their Sault Ste. Marie 
Branch in the month of April, 1889, ten years ago, during which time I 
have been in continuous charge as manager and in close touch with the 
business interests, not only of this town, but of the whole of the easter? 
portion of the district, which embraces to a considerable extent the agrI
cultural portion of the community. A glance at the position of this town 
ten years ago compared with its present positi~n max not be ~ninterest
ing, but I will only refer to a few of the mam I?~mts relatmg to th.e 
growth of the town and its greatly improved conditlOn as a place of reSI
dence, or a temporary resort for summer visitors. Since 188!:! the popula
tion of the town has risen from about 1,500 to over 4,000. 

The ship canal has been built at the cost of some $4,000.000.. It, is 
one of the largest locks in the world and has the greatest capaCIty for 
length and depth of any lock in America, if not in the world. The water 
power canal has been developed and utilized.. This i~ beyond. any ques
tion the most easily controlled water power m Amenca and IS destllled 
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in the near future, to be taxed to its utmost capacity w~ich is. in the 
neighborhood of 50,000 h.p. Already sev~ral large mdustrIes a~e 
furnished with power by this great canal, VIZ.: The Sault Ste. Mane 
Pulp and Paper Company; The Algoma. Iron :Vorks Co.; Th~ Lake 
Superior Carbide Works and other mmor ~ndllstnes. The extensIve and 
beautiful buildings of the Sault Ste. Mane P~lp. and Paper 90mpany, 
charmingly situated at the rapids,in close pro~I~Ity t? the ShIP. Canal, 
are worth travelling miles to see. Summer .vISItors find the neIghbor
hood of the rapids a most interesting and delIghtful spot to spend a hot 
afternoon watching the great lake steamers p~ss up an~ down th~ough 
the lock, or if they wish a short trip up the rIver to Pomte Aux ~ms, a 
staunch little steamer is at their service every two or three hours m the 
day. 

The splendid water and light ~ervices of The ~agona Water and 
LiO'ht Company are now largely avaIled of by the reSIdents of the town, 
m~ny homes being lighted by electricity and supplied with water direct 
from the rapids which has been pronounced by analysts to be absolutely 
pure. This company has also the contracts for lighting the streets and 
supplying the town with water for fire protection, etc. 

The District of Algoma possesses remarkably rich resources in tim
ber, minerals, fisheries, and the products of the farm. A great injustice 
has been done to this district by casual visitors and travellers depicting 
it as a land of forbidding aspect and barren, simply because it appears so 
to them from a car window or the deck of a steamer, while ignorant of 
the fact that thousands of smiling farms and comfortable homes lie in the 
fertile valleys and uplands beyond the rocky and frowning barriers that 
mark Algoma's front. I am firmly of the opinion that this district offers 
better inducements to the intending settler of small or moderate means, 
than any other portion of the continent. To enumerate all the advan
tages, however, in detail would occupy altogether tuu much space, but I 
cannot refr.lin from briefly referring to a few of them, foremost of which 
st~nd t~ose due to the climate. I venture to say that people in this dis
trIct enJoy better health and are more rugged than in any other part of 
Canada, and that is saying a good deal. 1 have never heard of even a 
partial failure of crops due to climatic conditions and at times when 
!ower Ontario and Quebec have been parched brown by the hot sun dur
mg a. seaso~ of drought, the Algoma meadows remained green and 
lUXUrIant, With sheep, cattle, etc., contented, fat and happy in the enjoy
ment of good pasturage ~nd. an abundar:ce of \yat.er flowing in the 
numero~s streams, many of WhICh proceed from springs in the rocks and 
never fatl. What more favoraLle conditiom; could be imacrined or desired 
for the production of butter and cheese? There is not ~ section of the 
whole of North America possessinO' equal advantaO'es with AIO'oma in 
this respect. I have known one ac~e of land to produce four ton"; of hay 
and a l~rge fi~ld to average 0\'1'1' three tons to the acre, which establishes 
the c~atm. of A.lgoma to be one of the best grass growing sections in 
AmerIca, If not m the world; and ~et with these gr('at advantages in her 
favor thousands of ~ons of hay are Imported every season, much of which 
come~ fr?m the .ulll~e~ St~tes. This Ltd indic[Lt.,,.; one of the needs of 
the d~st~·lct, WhICh IS· ImmIgration; thousands of acres of f('rtile lands 
rem am m an uncleared and uncultivated condition while farm products 
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of every description are brought in from lower Ontario and the United 
States. We import immense quantities of bacon, butter, cheese, eggs, 
beef, fruit and vegetables. All these art.icles could be and should he pro
duced by our own farmers. If they were to do this, the large sums of 
money which we send annually to other parts of the country and to the 
United States would circulate in the district and we would not hear so 
much about the scarcit.y of cash. H,)\\' can money be plentiful if we send 
it out of the district to buy commodities we ought to produce ourselves? 
The farmers of Algoma haYe tIll' best home market for what they have 
to sell, and receive better prices than are paid in any other section of 
Canada, but the majority of them do not seem to realize it and many of 
our so called farmers are not farmers at all, but simply make a pretence 
of farming, in order to take up some land containing pine or pulp wood, 
which they sell at good prices but which seldom enriches them. What 
the district needs most is a class of farmers who will devote their time 
and energies strictly to the industry of agriculture and this kind of a 
farmer may be sure of success. Several farmers have gone from here to 
Manitoba, remained there a few years and returned with somewhat 
changed ideas as to the relative merits of the two places. In this district 
it may be said that what a farmer has he can hold. His profits in any 
one year may not be as large as they are in some other sections, but they 
are certain to be good every year, so he does not run the risk of being 
set back four or five years by a failure of crops. 

Duncan. 

The township of Duncan, lying immediately north of the Indian 
reserve, contains over 17,000 acres, of which 14,000 are available for 
farming purposes, and allowing 160 acres for each family would sustain' 
about ninety families; this is exclusive of 3,000 acres already Hold for 
mining purposes. The land is generally a rich vegetable or sandy loam 
soil, overlying gravel and clay and is easily drained. The timber is 
principally hard wood, maple, birch, etc., most of the pine having been taken 
off years ago. It is easy of access by what is called the Victoria road, 
running north of Garden River Station to the Victoria Mine, which is 
situate on the north boundary of the township. 

Kehoe. 

The township of Kehoe is beautifully situated, lying north of th e 
township of Meredith and McDonald. with the Indian lands and the 
township of Duncan on the west: The Echo River and Lake passes 
through it from a central point on the Eastern boundary to the south
west corner, emptying into Echo Bay on Lake George, Echo Lake being 
on the level with Lake Gem'.!:;". There is already a fairly good road 
from the Government road at Echo Bridge along the east bank of Echo 
River and Lake to the centre of the township where the best land is 
situate. This township contains about 27,000 acres, about 17,000 acres of 
which are available for farming purposes, the balance being water and 
mining locations. The development of the mineral resources of both these 
townships will greatly aSRist the development ~f the farming lands, The 
soil is similar to that of Duncan but cleeper, WIth more clay surface, and 
is well adapted for farming. 
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Temagami Lake, Nipissing District. 

There is very little agricultural. l.and. on ~he shores of thitl lake, and 
it is unlikely that the district compnslllg It WIll b~ opened for settle:nent. 
N everthdes8 this work would be incomplete wIthout some mentI~n of 
Temagami lake, which some explorers ~laye dec~ared to .1.e,. from a pICtu
resque point of view, the finest lake III Al,nenca. It IS sltua~ed on the 
heiO'ht of land or watershed between the waters that flow mto Lake 
HU~'on and those that go to the Ottawa. It has two outl,.ts, one flowing 
north to the Montreal river, thence into the Ottawa; the other at the 
80uth end by the SturO'eon and French rivers into Georgian bay. It 
formerly had another gutlet on the east toward the Ottawa ~'iver, and 
yet another on the west to T~ake Huron, and if :lI1ything should occur to 
rai.';e the waters of the lake a few feet these two outlets would agall1 
flow. 

TemaO'ami lake lies northwesterly about forty-five miles from North 
B:\~' stati~l on the C. P. R. It is about thirty miles long' and thirty in 
breadth. Its waters are translucent as crystal. Its shore8 in most places 
bold and precipitous, ,,,ith many bays and arms running off for miles in 
all directions. Its surface is studded with most beautiful islands to the 
number of thirteen hunch'ed, or as some estimate, sixteen hundred. Its 
waters are filled with all kinds of game fish. Altogether with it'! eleva
tion, bracing air and romantic scenery, it appears to have the makings of 
an ideal summer resort in it. Un Bear Island, a large island about the 
centre of the lake, is a Hudson Bay post, which has been established 
some sixty or seventy years. The rocks around its shores are felsites, 
holding pebbles of syenite, quartzites, clay slates, massive diorites and 
cry"talline schists. The timber around its shores is small, following a 
burn, and consists of poplar, jack pine, small red pine and white birch. 
The shores are nearly all rocky. 

~he co~ntry b~tween Temagami lake and North bay is, says Mr. J. 
C. Ball~y, chIef engll1eer of the Toronto and James Bay railway, rolling 
land WIth a good depth of soil and very little rock. "We could see the 
soil along the streams, and in nearly every case there was about three 
feet of thick black loam with a clay subsoil. \\' e could tell we were in 
a good country by the timber." 

Between North Bay and Temiscaming . 

. The ~rovincial Government has cut on~ <I. rOl1d on the way to Lake 
Termscamll1g fron~ N.orth Bay for a distallc8 of twenty miles. 'This road 
passes throuf7h Widdifield, thence into Merrick, and on the line between 
that t?WnShlP. and Mulock; thence through Stewart when, owing to 
lakes llltervenlllg, a course of N. 9" W. was taken and followed to the 
~aters of the Metabetchouan. Thence a course due north was followed 
tIll. the road struck Lake Temiscaming, opposite the Hudson Bay post. 
TIns road passes through a very fair country until the Otter Tail river is 
p~~ssed, whence to the Mo~treal river the country is yery rough and 
b10ken. Says Mr. J. C. BaIley, before mentioned: "Comina- down by the 
Government ro~cl fro~n Lake Temiscaming to North B;y the land is 
excellent, but five mde~ south of the Montreal river it is very rough. 
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After that, however, there was a reach of seventy or eighty miles of 
splendid land. The timber in that region is mainly white pine, black and 
yellow birch,' and there is a large extent of spruce and tamarac. The 
largest birch trees I saw were from t.hree t.o tltn'(' and ,1 half fed through. 
They grow to a height of ';PYC'Jlty or eighty feet.. Out of some of t.he.'t' 
trees you could get. on an average three good logs of say twelve feet in 
length. The tamarac is somet.imes found t.went.y-four iw'he., in diamet.er, 
but a !.:ood ayerage would lw tifteel\ or twent.y inches. The smaller size, 
ten or twelve inches through, is used for til'';. There are also pat.clll's of 
good young second growt.h poplar g:rowing on land that. had been humt 
,Yc' also found lots of maple, t.he trelc's running from ten to twenty inc l es 
thr"u'.:,h. ,Ye saw considerable white ash growing up t.o fifty ur .,:,ixty 
feet and about twelye inches in diallJeter, and it commanded admiration. 
,Ye not.iced some whitewood, t.oo, such as formerly grew in t.he Lake 
Erie counties; it gro\yS from twenty-foul' to thirty inches in diameter 
and is yery hanclsome. I am satisfied that. as regards soil and clilllate 
that count.ry is well suited for agricultural purposes. The country is full 
of moose. They are there by thousands. They used to tread t.he roads 
so heavily that. it made travelling by snowshoes very difficult for us. 
We often saw them playing on the ice and sometimes carr e across t.heir 
stamping grounds. We also tracked the caribou, and the Indians say 
there are plenty of them. There are red deer too, and we often came 
across wolves There is an abundance of fur-bearing animals, such as 
the beaver, marten, fox, mink, and others." 



PART II_ 

THE TEnISCAnING SETTLEMENT, NORTH= 
EASTERN ONTARIO. 

Commencino' at Mattawa and O'oing northward up the Ottawa, the 
course of the ri:er is through a ro~gh and precipitous country of gneiss 
and syenite rocks. In the first fourteen miles of the journey there are 
four rapids, called the Demicharge, the Caves, the Erables and the Moun
tain rapids. The total fall is twenty-eight feet. Then commences a 
stretch of about twenty miles of deep water navigation, through what is 
called Seven League Lake. Soundings show that the water he~e is .some
times 400 feet deep. At the head of Seven League Lake, a formIdable 
rapid, the Long Sault commences. Through it the river makes a long 
and violent leap of seven and a quarter miles, during which it descends 
fifty-three and a half feet. 

At the head of the Long Sault commences Lake Temiscaming 
(" deep waters "-it is said to be several hundred feet deep in some parts). 
The lower end of the lake is distant from North Bay station about forty 
miles northeastwardly. This lake is sixty-eight miles long, has an area 
of about 113 square miles, and is 612 feet above sea level. The shores of 
its southern parts are bold and rocky, and the tributaries in that part 
have rapid descents, thus furnishing a great number of water powers 
which will be invaluable for saw milling and pulp grinding purposes. 
The difference between high water mark in the end of May and the 
lowest, which occurs in October, averages twelve and a half feet. The 
lake forms a boundary between Ontario and Quebec. 

N ear the head of the lake the character of the country entirely 
changes. The bluffs and precipices fade out, a very fine quality of lime
stone, similar in composition to the Niagara limestone, sets in The lana 
becomes level and rich. Three rivers flow in here, the Blanche from the 
north, a river with a width of about 400 feet and a depth of fifteen to 
twenty.feet, and flowing through so level a land that there is hardly any 
perceptIble current. Otter creek discharging into it is of a similal" 
character. 

The Blanch~ is navigable at low wa:ter for vessels drawing about 
three feet for a chsbwcl' of twenty-four mIles. Then a fall of about ten 
feet occ~rs, followe~ by another stretch of smooth deep water for Aix Ol" 
~even .mIles. At hI~h wa;ter the river is navigable for thirty miles, form
mg WIth Lake TemIscammg the longest continuous stretch ef navigation' 
on the Ottawa waters. 

[60 ] 
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The Quinze, so called because it has fifteen rapids, enters from the 
€ast. It is a much larger stream than the others, and is, in fact, the 
Otta,,'a ri\'er under an alius. The lake recl'iYeH several other large tribu
taries-the Montreal riYer, Metabetchouan and Wahbe'R creek on the 
west, and the Kippewa on the east. The avemge date of the entire dis
appearance of ice during the last thirty years haR been from the 10th to 
the 14th of May. In connection, it lllay be mentioned that at 
Montreal since 1870 the earliest opelling of navigation has been on April 
8th, and the latest on May 5th. 

As has been said, the country around the head of Lake Temiscaming 
is of a totally difierent character geologically and otherwise from the 
lower parts of the lake. The land at the head consists of a level tract 
of many thousands of acre:-; of the richest calcareous clay, some liahter 
and some heavier, with a plentiful covering or admixture of vegetable 
mould. The soil is described by experts as equal in fertility and staying 
quality to any in the world. Such land will grow anything, and will 
stand cropping for year after year without showing signs of exhaustion. 
The timber is small, owing to the whole district having been swept by 
fire about sixty years ago. The labor of clearing is therefore light. 
First-class local markets are furnished by the lumber camps, working in 
the country tributary to this lake. The supply of pulp wood is practi
eally inexhaustible. A great industry in the making of that article is 
sure to be soon eRtablished. Cedar grows tu a large size here. Perfectly 
straight, sound poles of forty to fifty feet, or even longer, can be obtained 
in quantities. . Of railway ties and fence posts the supply is ample. In 
short, there will be for many years to come plenty of forest and allied 
industries to bring money and work into the country, while the settler is 
subduing the land to its proper and more profitable agricultural pur
poses. 

Mr. C. C. Farr, of Hailey bury, giyes the following as a list of Yege
tables, cereals and fruits that succeed to perfection in his neighborhood: 
Vegetables: Beans, beets, cabbage, cauliflower, carrots, celery, cucumbers, 
corn, lettuce, melons, onions, parsnips, peas, pumpkins, potatoes, radishes, 
rhuharb, squash, tomatoes, tobacco, turnips. Cereals: Barley, oats, peas, 
wheat. Fruits: Apples, plums, grapes, gooseberries, currants, raspber
ries, strawberries. 

Mr. Farr also says: Seeding time commences about the first week in 
May and end:-;, so far as oats arc concerned, ahout the 4th of ,June, though 
oats have been sown as late as the 20th of June, and have done fairly 
well. Potatoes can be planted as late as the 20th of June, and it does 
not profit much to put them in before the 24th of May. Corn, cucum
bers and melons can be sown about that (lak. The snow begins to melt 
about the 12th of April, and is all gone by the first week in May, Rome
times earlier. N aviaation opens not later than the 10th of May. Hay
ing commences about the 14th o~ July, harvest the 15th of August. The 
fall is open, and the large lake IS sel,dom fr?zen before the second week 
in December. The steamers ran last fall untIl 12th of December.. . 
Temiscamina is less aftlicted by summer frosts than were many parts 
of Southern"'Ontario when they were first open for settlement. 
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TEMISCAMING TOWNSHIPS OPEN FOR LOCA nON. 

Bueke. 

The following are extracts from tbe report~ of the surveyors: ~he 
greater part of this township i;; adapted for agrIcultural purposes-beI?g 
a good chy soil, comparatively free of stone or rock.. Roads c.ould ea~Ily 
be made to nearly any lot. It is well w.atered wIth. bea';ltIful sprm,g 
creeks. There are no larae streams, the mam creeks bemg LIttle Wah be s 
creek and Mill creek. The Little W ab be is about thirty links wide. 
There are only two f'lllall lakes in the township The timber. generally 
along Lake Temiscaming, on concessions two, .th~ee ?,nd four, IS. ce?ar of 
excellent quality; the balance of the townshIp IS tlmbe~ed prmClpally 
with poplar, whih·woocl, tamarac, spruce and balsam, wIth m places a 
thick maple underoTowtb. ~ 0 inrlications of the presence of any min
erals were observed. The geolugieal formation i.,; principally Huronian. 

Hudson. 

This township is di"icled l,y a ;;eries of rocky ridges, running north
Wl!f:iterl~' from the southeast corner. The ridgl';; rise to a height of from 
1.50 to 2()O feet, and often afford \'('ry fine vi(>",.';. Excellent Huronian 
slate is found in vast quantities in thi~ hilly region, amI the broken frag
ments are strewn over all tIll,' adjacent vallI'},'" Another remarkable 
feature is the pn';;,,'I1(," of limeRt,IlIlP and fn'e.,tGlle, bearing a striking 
l'('c:clltldance til tllP ~iaganL formation, and 'l]'l'nrently the origin of the 
extensi,'c white clay llc'positc: of this and a.1.illining townships. In the 
southwC'.,tl'nl portion <If tIt" townRhip ;\rc sl'\'l'l'al beautiful lakes, with 
an abundant supply of fish. Here the wil i;; a sandy lila Ill, and the 
country is attractive as a point for new settlements. 

North of the ridge;;, the soil is white clay, the surface generally 
lew!, and the general appearance \If the country rather flat and swampy. 
The timbers an' not large, ],ein~ a second growth, prllJ,n,bly about sevellty
five years old. TIll' remains of an older and heavier forest are often seen, 
and in a few localities the fires have left it untouched. The most valu
able timber is the cypress or pitch pine, which gTOWS thickly and is 
smooth and tall, and averages from .,ix to l'ighk'l'll inches. 

Harris. 

With the exception of the low lands at the mouth of the Blanche 
river and the 10weRt portions ?f the lands on the creek emptying into the 
head of the lake about two mIles northwest of the mouth of the Blanche 
ri,:er, t~e townsbiI? of Harris is compos.ed of first-class farming lands, 
bemg tImbered WIth spruce, taJlIamc, bIrch, balsam, excellent cedar, a 
grea~ many of the latter being three feet in diameter and of very fine 
qualIty, s?me hard maple and red and white pine. Wahbe's point, which 
runs out mto t?e la~e betwee~ Wah be's bay and the bay at the mouth of 
the Blanche !'lYel', IS very hIgh and steep on the east side, 175 feet in 
s?me I2laces, a~d fall~ gradually to the west, where the hill on the east 
SIde of Wah be s bay IS not more than thirty feet in average height. The 
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soil is claY.10am ,and a cla1 ~ub-soil, .Huronian rock underlying, sand 
loam overlymg. Clay sub-sOlI IS found m the northweRt portion. Numer
ous springs are found along the shores of the lake, amI 1:>ome creeks run 
westward into \Vahbe's bay. 

The township is admirably adaptecl for agricult.ure and timl )cred 
with such woods as render the lands easily ('ka]'(~tl: and althouo'h in 
southern Ontario land on which tamarac, IOpruce, balsam and cedar ~TOW 
is not considered of much Yalul', in this di1:>trict the I'Hl'l'Se holdR ~oud. 
The lakes and riven; abound with filOh, and the fOl'cst:-; are full of o~me ; 
at present this portion of the country is a 1:>portsman's parallise. b 

Dymond. 

This township is admirably adapted to agricultmal puq:lOses, the soil 
being chiefly good clay, and in place1:> sandy loam with clay sub-soil. 
Fully ninety pel' cent. of the land in the whole township is of excellent 
!luality. All that part lyillg to the northeast of Wahbe's creek, with the 
exception of one stony ridge, lllay be cOllsiclerl'll superior farming land
it being fairly lenl. The portion of the townshIp lying southwI'st of 
Wahbe's creek is somewhat rolling, with a \Yet tamarac and spruce 
swamp in the north Wl'st portion thereof, and a few small stony tract." in 
the vicinity of the south boundary. With these two exceptions all this 
part lllay also be considered excellent for fanning purposes. 

,Yahbe's creek, which enters the township near the north'west angle, 
and crossing it in a southeasterly direction, enters into Lake Tell1i",cnlll
ing, has banks varying from ten to twenty feet in height, thus affording 
a fine channel for carrying off the water from the numerous smaller 
streams which drain the township. Chief among its tributaries is a 
stream of about equal "olume, though not more than one-third its width, 
fmtering ,Yahbe's creek about three miles from the lake. This stream 
has a good water power on lot number four, concession three. The tim
ber throughout this township is small, and consists principally of spruce, 
tamarac, poplar, whitewood, cedar and balsam, with some black birch, 
white oak, black ash, elm and soft maple. The northerly portion was 
burnt over many years ago, and has now very little merchantable timber. 
A dense growth·of underbrush covers nearly the whole township. 

Casey. 

The south boundary of this township is about three miles up the 
Blanche river from its mouth at the head of Lake Temiscaming. The 
river traverses it in a southeasterly direction, entering at the northwest 
angle and leaving ""bout three-quarters of a mile west of the southeast 
angle. 

With the exception of a few hundred acres of high land in the sout.h
easterly portion of the township, the land is a level flat, mostly spruce 
and tamarac swamp, in some places very wet and in others nearly dry; 
but all excellent aO'ricult.uralland, none that could not be easily cleared 
and drained. In f~ct, it seems that most of the swamps are caused by 
the extra heiO'ht of the land on either side of the present drainage out
lets-the Bla"'nche river and its tributaries-into which the whole town
ship could be easily drained. 
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The subsoil is clay with good clay loan: and black muck overlying. 
The hills in the first and second conceSSlOns are very stony, wIth a 
slightly sandy soil, the top of the hill in the sec?nd cor:cession being 
almost bare rock. The township is well adapted for agrIcultural pur
suits, and with the facilities afforded by the Blanche river, one of easy 
access to intending settlers. 

REPORT OF JOHN ARrISTRONG 

Crewn Lands Agent, Thornloe, P.O., Lake Temiscaming. 

Having now had fiye years' e~perience in Temisc~ming, and .during 
that,time having cleared and cultIva:ted ~fty acres of la~d at LlSk~ard 
(now Thornloe P.O.), in the TownshIp of Dymond, I claIm to be m a 
position to give reliable information to intending settlers respecting the 
district. 
,,~.", In my official capacity as Crown Lands Agent, I ha,~e answered 

thousands of letters of inquiry, and almost every letter con tamed the fol
lowincr questions: "VlIer" is Temiscaming? How is it reached? What 
is the ""extent of goodland? ~\yhat kinds of timber? What kind of soil? 
How is the climate? Fann produce and prices! Is the country suitable 
for stock raising and dairying'? ,Vlmt has lll'en the 1'1'< )gress of the set
tlement I etc, etc. In order to san,' the intending .settle,]' thL' trouble and 
delay in obtaining the al)(lYl' information by letter, thes., questions are 
here answered: 

Where is Temiscaming ? 

Lake Temiscamillg' ,1il'trict is situated one hundred miles northwest 
of the: town of Mattawa, a station on the main line of the C P.R., and 
seventy-five miles north of X orth Bay, th., latter bein~' the jUllicial county 
town for the district. The lake is lilt'rely an e:\:p:l,Il,.;iLlll of the Ottawa 
River, commencing at what was unc.' called Gordon Creek, but now 
Temiscaming Station (the c.P.R. branch line having now reached this 
point), anel running in <1 northwesterly direction for a ,listance of seventy 
mileB, reaching thiB fertile valley of good lands, and forming a part of 
the boundary line l,dwet'll the provinces of (JUl'bee and Ontario. 

How to Reach Temiscaming, 

At present there is only one way of reaching here, viz., via Mattawa. 
Thence by c.P.R. branch line to the foot of the lake, to what is now 
klloWIl as Temiscaming Station. Thence l)y two lines of first-class 
steamers, owned respectively by Mr. LUllls~len and the TemiscaminO' 
N avigatio~l Company. Passenger's single tick"t from Mattawa to Hailey": 
bury or Liskeard, C.P. R. and steamer COlli hined, is $~.7 5. A little extra 
is charged any who ,1:'l'i1'" cabin passage on steamer. Freight rates from 
Mattawa here cost thIrty cents per one hundred pounds. 

Area of Good Lands. 

VV:hat is. now kr;t0w.n as Temiscaming district is a large valley of 
excee~l~gly nch and fe~tJ.le lands, lying northwest of Lake Temiscaming, 
contammg about one nuillon five hundred thousand acres of choice arable 
lands, half of which have been surveyed into townships. With so large 
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an area of good lands, Temiscaming should havC' no rind in any of the 
northern districts of Ontario n,'-: a plnCl' for settlement and agriculture. 
In extent, it has a capacity of settling and maintaining twenty-fiye 
thousand families"or a population of one hundred and fIfty thommnd 
engaged in agricultural pur:-;uits. The land risl's nJmost a.bruptly hum 
the lake shore to about a height ()f fifty fl'l't, :Lnd again gTftdually rises 
toward the height of lan(], which i,,< about fifty miles distant from tlli' 
lake. The lands are drained by the Blanche, the ,Vahbe and 1\Iont.real 
rinrs and their tributaries. 

The Timber. 

Most. of the timber is a second growth, amI in many placl'.'-: too small 
for any purpose l':\:cept railway ties or pulp wood. The most valuable 
t.imber is cedar, but it is only found in cert.ain localities. There is no 
pine on the good lands, but plenty of good spruce can be found on each 
lot for lumber and building material. There is a good market here for 
the following timber: Cedar telegraph poles, 2± cents per lineal foot; 
railway ties in the round timber, in two or more lengt.hs, cedar or tama
rack, ten cents per eight feet long. Spruce and poplar are the most. 
abundant, which will in time make the pulp wood industry profitable to 
the settler while clearing his land; but until a railway reaches here none 
but what is connniently situated near the lake or rivers can be sold. 
At present the only means for getting it to market is by towing on the 
lake and floating down the Ottawa river. The projected railway from 
North Bay will, when completed, open up the country back from the 
lake to set.tlement. 

Analysis of Temiscaming Clay or Undersoil. 

The following is the result of the analysis of two specimens of the 
clay undersoil of the Temiscaming district, made in October, 1:';9-1<, by 
Prof. Shuttleworth, Professor of Chemistry at the Ontario Agricultural 
College, Guelph: 

1 2 

Moisture ....... , .......... , . . .. .., ... . 1 700 1. 710 
Imoluble matter ............. . 74 660 74.880 
Organic ..............•........•....... 
Soluble siUcia ........... , ............. '1 
Alumina, ............................... . 
Peroxide of iron .... . . . . . . .. .., ' .......• 

3.650 3.690 
0,312 0.255 
5,820 5.619 
4.000 4.000 

Phosphoric acid ........•.........•........ 
Sulphurb acid. . . . . . .. . .........•........ 
Br. Ox. of manganese. . . . • . . . . . . . . , .... . 
Lime, ........ , ........... , ............. . 

0.292 0.203 
0.192 0.213 
0.583 0.544 
0,977 1.732 

Magnesia •............. , . . . . .........•.. 
Potash ................................. . 

2.180 1.850 
1.980 .......... .. 

Soda .. , .............. , .....•...•........ 0.3:>1 .............. .. 
Undetermined ....•...............•............ ......... 1 ............... . 

I 

I 

I 
Nitrogen in clay=O. t60 per cent. 

5 N.D. 

Average. 

1. 705 
74 770 
3.070 
0.283 
5.719 
4.000 
0,247 
0,20::l 
0.563 
0.854 
2.010 
1.980 
0.331 
3.666 

100. 
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"The above analysis shows that the clay i5 .ver~ ri~h in phosphoric 

acid and potash; and, for a subsoil, is unusually :lCh .m mtrogen. ~uch a 

soil might be cropped for many years before Its rIchness was serIously 

trenched upon." 
The above analysis was obtained from und~rsoil which I to~k ou~ of 

a cellar three feet below the surface, and is a faIr sample of Tennscammg 

clay. The whole district, so far as I have noticed, is composed of rich 

clay, with about four inches of black vegetable mould o~ the. surf~ce, and 

seems to have been deposited in layers of about half an mch m thIckness, 

gray and brown alternately. It is solid in its natural state, but when 

dug or ploughed up becomes pulverized when exposed to the air, and 

does not bake as I have seen other clay land do. The lands are mostly 

free of rolling stone; in fact, whol~ ~ownships are f~ee of rock or stone 

of any kind. Any stone or rock vIsIble are mostly hmestone. 

The Climate. 

The Temiscaming District is undoubtedly blessed with a healthy 

climate. Out of a population of about six hundred, we have only had four 

deaths in four years, two were old persons and two were young children. 

The summers are moderately warm, giving at least half an hour more of 

sunshine each day than at Toronto, which accounts for the rapid pro

gress made in the ripening crops. If our springs are a week or so late it 

is made up to the ripening crop in the length of days in summer time. 

For example, 'in 1895 I sowed oats on the 5th June and barley on the 

25th of the same month. On the 20th September of the same season I 

exhibited at Toronto Exhibition samples of both crops fully matured. 

The winters are cold, but not as cold as Muskoka or Parry Sound. 

According to the bulletins sent out from the meteorological station here, 

the coldest day was 39° belo\\' zero. The snow is lll'Ver deep, generally 

covering the ground by first of December and leases about the first of 

April. 
Farm Produce. 

. It can hardly ?e claimed. that any. country will profitably grow all 

bnns of produce m the agncultural hne. In order to do ~o, it would 

reqD:ire a ~iversity of soil an~ climate, but this fertile valley or Temis

cammg WIll grow to perfectIOn as great a number of grains, grasses, 

roots ana other. farm produce as can be grown in any part of Ontario. 

For two. s~~cessI:,e years t~e. Government paid my expenses to the Tor

ont? ExhIbItIOn WIth an exhIbIt from Temiscaming. consisting of fall and 

sprmg whe~t, oats, barley, peas, timothy and clover hay, potatoes, beets, 

carrots, omons, cucumber.;. ton~atoes and other garden produce. The 

straw was remarkable for ItS brIghtness and stiffness, the grain was fully 

mat~red and noth!n,g could exceed the ti.n~othy and clover for length and 

quahty .. The. eXhIbI.t was not for competItIOn but to show the capabilities 

of TemIscamlJ;g SOIL The e:x;hi?its weI;:). highly recommended and 

a.wa:n~e?- a DIploma .. When It IS taken mto cOllsilleration that the 

exhIbItIOn was held !n the ear~y. part of September, and that in most 

cases the lands ~n wInch .the exhIbIt were grown were a part of the virgin 

fore~t t~le prevIOus. ApI'll, what would be the result under a proper 

cultIVatIOn of the sOlI? 
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Stock and Dairying. 

Every intelligent farmer knows that in order to be successful in the 
stock and dairying branch of agriculture six things at least arl' essential: 
cheap lands, cheap building material, cheap food, pure water, a healthy 
climate and cheap transportation to market. Temiscallling can till the 
bill except the latter, but we hope ere long we will have the Jamei Bay 
Railway in our midst, when all the good qualities of our district can be 
developed, and all the best lines of agriculture can be produced. It is a 
known fact that that our northern districts, owing to their pure waters 
and juicy and fragrant grasses, and where cattle are almost free from 
dise ,se, produce the choicest meat to be found in Ontario markets. 
And with the aid of railway transportation, there is no reason why the 
farmers of Temiscaming should not be able to supply Toronto and other 
cities south with the choicest ml'at and excellent cheese and butter. The 
long stretches of navigable waters that wind their way uninterrupted by 
falls or rapids for distances of thirty miles on the" Blanche," fifteen on 
the" W ahbe " and thirty miles of lake front, make it easy and practicable 
for the farmer to send milk to the creamery and cheese factory. 

Progress of the Settlement. 

In 1~94 there were only eight families settled in the district, on the 
Ontario side of the Lake, notwithstanding the inconvenience in reaching 
here before the C. P. R. branch line waR built to the foot of the lake. In 
view of the fact that the lands are not free grant but are sold at fifty 
cents per acre, and performance of settlement duties, substantial progress 
has been made. Over sixty thousand acres of lands have been sold, and 
hundreds of people have settled here and are inducing their friends to 
follow them. The Government have cut out and partly graded forty-five 
miles of roads, built three good su bstantial bridges in the Townships of 
Bucke, Dymond, Harris, Hudson, Harley and Casey, and have erected a 
good frame colonization house at Liskeard for the use of new settlers 
where they may leave their families until they get a house on their own 
lands. It ,vill accomodate several families at the same time, and is furn
ished with a cook stove. Three churches, two frame and one of stone, 
have been erected. Four public school sections have been organized, and 
school houses erected. Schools are kept open the whole year. There are 
two villages, Haileybury, in the Township of Bucke. and Liskeard, in the 
Township of Dymond. The name of the latter place has been changed 
to Thornloe. Persons writing here should address" Liskeard, Thornloe," 
P. O. 

Liskeard is the larger of the two villages owing to its being' situated 
at the head of naviaation on the Ontario side of the lake. It is sur
rounded by excellent" lands and is the distributing point for the Town
ships of Dymond, Hudson, Kerns, Harley and the north part of Harris. 

Haileybury consists o.f one general store, an hotel, post office, black, 
smith shop, lumber and shIngle mill with planer attached, two churches
one school house and a number of private dwellings. Liskeard consists 
of about fifty good substantial frame buildings, including three good gen
eral stores, milliner and dressmaking shop, tailor shop, boot and shoe 
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shop blacksmith shop, two carpenter shops, one paint shop, post office, 
cro,,:n lands office, government colo!lization hou,se, tell1perance ~otel, 
Presbyterian church, public school wlth se,~ellt'Y-tive names on regIster, 
one lum lwr and shingle mill and brick yard, 

In reviewing what has been accomplished it is indeed. very gratify
in'" to me and I am sure it must be to others who hc1\'e notIced the great 
pr~gress made under the exist ing difficu.lties. Four v.ears ago l~st July 
I landed my fam;ly and moved to what 1." now the .vIllage of. Llskeard. 
Then it only consisted of about two ac:-es of clearmg, ~ccupled .by Mr. 
"William ;'Iurray and his sister. That mght the populatIOn of Llskeard 
slept in a shanty lOx12. However, I w~s prepared for almost any emer
gency and had brought a large tent WIth ~1e, the. ne~t day we moved 
into it and occupied it for two months, dunng; whICh tune I erected the 
first frame building in the locality. During this time s~ttlers were con
stantly coming in, and on Sundays our tent was turned mto a tabernacle 
in which the first public religious worship was conducted by ~he Rev. 
D. Johnston, English church minister. Now n.,; I write these Imes and 
look through my office window over our little town and see so many 
(food substantial frame buildings, it causes a thrill of satisfaction to see 
~hat the white ma"n can do iI~ ci\~ilizing and lleveloping the wilds of 
Temiscaming. 

Testimonials Regarding the Temiscaming District. 

WM. MURRAY, THORNLOE: In reference to the Temiscaming country, 
I would :-;ay that since my arrival IWl"L' in the month of June, le9l (being 
the first settler in the Township of Dymo11l1, where I have since resided 
continuously), I am thoroughly satisfied with the capabilities of the 
district. I han travelled over the greater part of the sUl'yeyed part and 
founel the, Juality and kind of soil to be very uniform throughout, that 
is, a strong clay. All kinds of grain and ngetables grown in other parts 
of the Province successfully ripen here and the climate is equal to and 
better than places two hundrecl miles south. 

REV. F. A. MAGEE, METHODIST MISSIONARY, THORNLOE: Having 
travelled hundreds of miles through the Temiscl1mino' settlement I am 
impressed with the possibilities o(this section of the "'Province. In Illy 
capacity as missionary I have vi:-;itecl most of the people at their homes. 
General satisfaction prevails amongst them, and hopefulness as to the 
future is mani["Nte(l by all. I believe this is destillL"l to be one of the 
most prosperous districts of Ontario. 

REV. F. E. PITTS, PRESBYTERIAN" MISSIONARY, THORNLOE: Temis
caming, fr011l the point of \'iew of the sportsman and tourist, is an ideal 
country. And It also has that in it that will make it a wealthy and 
permanent section of the Province. It affords a hOQle for the settler 
equal to that offered by more distant and more lauded fields. The most 
s~re word of prophe~y ()f ~ country's future is to be found in the impres
SIOn the people who mhablt the country IULYe formed of it and in their 
loyalty to it If such is a criterion of Temis~amino' the~e can be no 
doubt of its future for nowhere could a more hopeful b~ more satisfied or 
energ~tic peor:le.be found than those who have settJed here. In my 
capacity as missIonary I have visited a great many of the homes, and 
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general satisfaction prevails and an inspiring hope possesses all the people. 
They affirm that both the soil and climate are suitable to 0'1'OW anythinO" 
that can be grown in the eastern portions of Ontario. b I contidently 
believe that no other Dew district offen, so mally advantage.~ to the 
settler. Schools and churches are already doing good work in looking 
after the intellectual and spiritual interests of the settlers. There is 
abundance of good water. The extensive timber affords wood for fuel 
and building, and the lumbering brings the market and money to the 
country and affords employment to a great number of men. 

REV. F. J. BRITTAIN-STO~ER, CRUBCR OF ENGLAND MISSIONARY, 
HAILEYBURY: I have now been re:;ident here for some time and have 
travelled through a very large extent of the country in connection with 
my duties as a Church of England Missionary. I can vouch most 
emphatically for the land around here being most suitable ior all farming 
purposes, while the climate is good. Many settlers who carne out here a 
few years ago with little or nothing to call their own, are now doing well 
and are prosperous and substantial settlers and farmers. I have read the 
whole of the matter Mr. Armstrong, Crown Land Agent, has written for 
the pamphlet now to be published and can vouch for all he says, nor has 
he given too high a colour to any of his btatements as to the good 
features of the country. 

A. McKELYIE, TRORNLOE: I have now spent three year,; in Temis
caming district, having come here from Durham, Ontario. I believe this 
district possesses as enjoyable a climate as any of the older parts of our 
Province. In winter the thermometer may fall from five to ten degrees 
lower than in Durham, but the dryness of the air, almost uninterrupted 
sunshiny weather, and the comparative absence of wind storms, makes 
almost every day one for pleasure or for work. The summers here are 
much the same as from where I came and we can raise every kind of 
grain, vegetable or grass, as good in quality, in greater abundance and 
with less toil here than can be done there. The country is increasing in 
population and material advancement at a fair rate and I have yet to 
know the man living here who has not every confidence in the future. 
The mosquitoes, blackflies and sandflies annoy the farmers, but this 
trouble is becoming, and will become, less each succeeding year. A pleas
ant climate, first-class clay soil, gently undulating land, timber for fuel, 
building and fencing, and nearness to Montreal, the great grain market 
of Canada, are some of our advantages. Men in easy circumstances and 
well situated are foolish to emIgrate anywhere. Those without money 
will havfl hard times anywhere. But men with small capital such as is 
required on a rented farm in old Ontario could come here and in a short 
time have better homes of their own than those they had previously 
rented. 

W. H. COWLES, MATTAWA: I came to the Temiscaming Country as a 
settler from Warren Co., N.Y. State, with my wife and children in Octo
ber of 1898, and am very much pleased with my new home. I was 
induced to come through reading pamphlets describing the northern dis
tricts of Ontario. About three years ago I came up here and secured a 
knowledge of the country by clearing land and raising crops. I also 
worked as a farm laborer and remained here until the folluwing January. 
During that time I saw a large amount of land that is better suited for 
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farms than the best soil in the section of N ew York State that I came 
from. I have also learned by observation and inquiry that summer frosts 
are no more troublesome here than there. In short I am thoroughly 
satisfied that this is a better agricultural country than a large portion of 
New York, Vermont and New Hampshire, and as I have worked as a 
farm laborer in various parts of the above named states, I know that 
what I state is a fact, and as I feel sure that I have bettered my positioll 
by coming here, I am also anxious to induce others to come and as a step 
in that direction I would be pleased if you would send me a quantity of 
reading matter describing this country, and giving information to intend
ing settlers, which I will mail to those of "my friends and acquaintances 
who would be likely to come here, if they knew of the advantages offered 
by this portion of the Dominion. I could also arrange to have some of 
it placed in public libraries and reading rooms. There are a large num
ber of farmers'in the Eastern States who would better their condition by 
coming to this country if they knew as much concerning it as I do. The 
more I learn of Canada's vast resources, the greater is my surprise at the 
slowness of its settlement, but I believe that the principal cause that has 
kept immigration away is the grossly erroneous opinions that the majority 
of people. outside of Canada hold concerning it. It is represented in the 
geographIes of the United States as being a very cold and sterile country, 
and on~y a small portion in the vicinity of the great lakes as at all suitable 
for agrIculture. Very little is known of it as it actually is. 



PART III. 

THE THUNDER BAY DISTRICT. 

Extract from report of Mr Duncan Anderson to Minister of 
Agriculture, August 10, 1898. 

The Port 1\rthur section of the Thunder Bay District was first hrought 
before the publIc a good many years ago. It was then the overland route 
to the western prairies. The soil varies from a clay to a sandy loam. 
There are some grayelly ridges. and in s(.,etions some stony land. In 
some parts the soil is red clay. 

The timber is priI'tcipally poplar, spruce, pine, jack pine birch, cedar, 
and tamarac. In some places a second growth cuvers the land, while in 
others the clearing is easily done, especially in the Slate River valley. 
From one to four Jays' work of a man is sufficient to clear 'W acre and make 
it ready for the plo~, but where it is heavy timber land the clearing is 
more difficult. 

The crops grown are hay, wheat, barley, oats, spring wheat, potatoes, 
turnips, and all kinds of yegetables and small fruits. Pasture is good; 
there are hundreds of acres of thin bush land, grown up with native grass. 
It affords fine grazing facilities for droyes of young cattle. This ought 
to be a first-class section, especially for the raising of young stock and 
dairy products. Some of the lower lands will require draining, but as 
the country is generally rolling, and the bulk of the land has a porous 
sub-soil, surface water will not give the farmers much trouble. 

This section is well watered by natural springs and running- creeks, 
with plenty of good well water for the digging, which is generally found 
at a depth of from 5 to 25 feet. 

The local markets are good. Port Arthur is quite an important town. 
It is situated on Thunder Bay, at the western end of Lake Superior, and 
on the main line of the Canadian Pacific Railway. Within three or four 
miles of Port Arthur is Fort William. These towns are connected by an 
electric railway. The town is sItuated on the banks of the Kaministiquia 
river. Here are a large number of grain elevators; one in particular is of 
most modern design, consisting of six or eight tanks built of steel plates. 
At a distance they resemble two rows of round silos. The wheat from 
the west is unloaded from the cars into the elevator, from which it is 
transhipped into lake barges. This is the terminal point of the Canadian 
Pacific Railway lake traffic. ~ ot far up the river from Fort William is 
the Kakabeka falls. The river (immediately above the faUN) is 1:10 feet 
wide, and the water has a straight drop of 110 feet. The estimated 
capacity of it is between 30,000 and 35,000 horse power. For ease of 
access and convenience in being utilized this splendid natural water 
power at Kakabeka can hardly be excelled on the American continent. 
These two towns have a population of 7,000 and have a farming area of 
1,500,000 acres of land within a radius of forty miles. 

Port Arthur and Fort William are both good local markets. The 
prices for farm products are high, and beef, pork, butter, eggs, poultry, 
potatoes, small fruits and vegetables, always find a ready sale at good 
prices. There are some rich silver mines in the near vicinity, some of 
which are now being worked, causing a still larger demand for all kinds 
of farm products." 

[71] 
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Some of the Attractions of Thunder Bay District. 

Western Ontario to-day offers as good inducem~nts to ~~e actual settler 
with small means the man who wants to better hIS condltlOn and tha.t of 
his children, than' any farming region in Americ~. . . 

In contains about 44,000,000 acres of farmmg, mmeral, tImber, and 
water areas-there being about ten million acres of each and as the 
wooded lands will in time become farm lands, we may say that there are 
20 million acres of farms waitina for farmers. The Provinc~al or local 
Government gives to each head ~f a family 1?0 acres of .land free. yve 
have 750 miles of completed railway and wo:-k IS pr~~res~mg.on 300 mIles 
of the Ontario and Rainy River RR. SpecIal attentlOn IS bemg drawn to 
the arable lands and farming capabilities of ~his section o~ Canada, but 
there is a field here lor the capitalist, mechamc, laborer, artlSan, explorer, 
trapper. railroader, hewer, broadaxe m~n: engineer, etc. The four tow~s 
of this section, Port Arthur, Fort WIlham, Rat Portage and Keewatm 
have 40 churches, 15 schools, 1 high school, 3 court houses, 4 jails, 3 hos
pItals, 100 stores, 30 hotels, electric light, water works, electric railways, 
sewers, docks by the mile, elevators that will hold 7,000,000 bushels of 
grain, foundries, sawmills cutting 75,00C,000 feet of lumber, skating and 
curling rinks, town halls, firehalls, etc., while the farming sections and vil
lages have about 100 schools, which receive special extra aid from the 
goyernment to enable the free grant farmer's children to get a good com
mon school education, so that while you go out on a new farm in a nEW 

country, you are within easy reach of all the conveniences of civilization. 
In the Port Arthur-Fort -William sectinn there are 4CJO miles of waggon 
rOfl,de, so that no man, of necessity, will require to go more than a few 
miles from " main road or railwav. 

You can have your choice of white, grey or red clay, sandy loam, 
clay loam loam, sand. black muck or a blend of two or three. You can 
have heavily timbered lands, second growth or burnt over lands, where 
natur~ has done the burning and where ~here are great fields of wild hay 
and bIg patches of vetches; or, you can plCk out quarter sections that have 
light clearing and good timber. The whole district is well watered with 
creeks, lakes and rivers. a~l of ~hich ~laye i? them an abundant supply of 
fish, and the woods are full of partndges m the fall and rabbits in the 
winter. 

Plowing and seeding commences in April and May. We have snow 
for four months and sometimes longer, with good, bracing, frosty weather; 
seldom any of your slushy, sloppy break-ups. The lumbermen and far
mer can safely count on a good winter's work. Summer frosts visit this 
district, as they do all new settlemen~s. We get a good deal of rain in 
June, enough always to .make the gram, grasses and roots grow quickly. 
J uly an~ August are glorIOUS, warm, comfortable months, with cool nights, 
so that If you. sweat .by day yO~l can slcL'p soundly by night. In the new 
parts there WIll be f~r some tnlle mosquito., and black Hies, but you can 
net your doors and wmdows 01' smoke them out. 

". ~hea~, peas., oats, ba1'1ey, l)';lCkwheat. hay, clover, timothy, rye; pota
tOd;, the finest :n the. world, WIth no potato bug; turnips, carrots, beets, 
llla~golds: parsmps, omons, et~., SOtlle apJ-lle,." and crab apples, the red rasp
beny, strawbernes, cranbel'l'les, gooseberries. Black and red currants 
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gmw all oyer the country. Rhubarb is alway::; cooked with the skin, it 
is so tender, and for years takes the place of the old apple orchard. To
bacco, asparagus, pumpkins and squash-one man showed a waO'on load 
of these at last fall's fair in Port Arthur. In l'elery \l'l' can equal :nything 
in America; in fact it grows too lal·ge'. E-n'rything that grows in the 
northern temperate zone grows here bountifully. 'Ve adjoin the wheat 
fields of Manitoba and m'e south and east of them. 

Those who settle on the lands around Port Arthur and Fmt William 
will enjoy exceptional fa::ilities Back of them is almost unlimited quanti
ties of good land, rich minerals, 60 miles of iron are, valuable pulp all< 1 
timber areas, with a l'a.ilway outlet to the Atlantic and Pacific oceans and 
having a fourteen foot can;ll, lake and river uninterrupted waterway to 
the Atlantic seaboard and Europe. An immense water power canal pro
.iect is under way, by which the waters of the Kaministiquia River are 
being turned into 20,000 electric horse pmnr, for power use on the shores 
of Lake Superior. The estimated expenditure in its construction will 
exceed one million dollars. 

Some Phenomenal Crop Yields. 

The following indicates some samples of grain e.nd mots: 
Piper, Slate RiYer.-Ten acres of oats, 1,100 bushels. Martin, Oliver. 

-847 bushels potatoes per acre. Wilson and Schwigler, McIntyre.-
1,.500 bushels turnips to the acre. Arthur, Mclntyre.-tlO bushels of peas 
to the acre. McKenzie, Oliver.-45 bushels of wheat per acre. Marks, 
Fort 'Yilliam. -Six tons of oats in straw per acre. McFarlane, Pigeon 
River.-Fiye and a half tons of timothy to the acre. Farm Station, Port 
Arthllr.-Red table carrots, 647 bushels per acre. Boulter, Port Arthur. 
-Celery, 45~- tons per acre. 

DORION TO\\'XSHIP offers a site where three men and a team of horses 
can in one season put 100 acres into crop for winter fodder, while there 
is summer grass back from the railway for 20,000 cattle. The settler 
can come to market either by waggon road, by train or by water-dis
tance 40 miles. 

DOG LAKE SECTIO~.-Great wild pea and grass plains; waggon road 
-distance 20 miles. 

WARE TOWNSHIp.-Limited area, waggon road-distance 12 miles. 
BROWN'S LANE (Dawson road).- Right on construction of the Rainy 

River Railway, plenty of grass, thousands of acres nearly ready for plow, 
waggon road and two rail ways. 

McINTYRE TOWNSHIP.-Private lands, one clollar per acre for actual, 
pushing settlers, two waggon roads-distance six miles. 

CONMEE TOWNsHIP.-Great areas of open plains, plenty of creeks and 
wood-25 miles, waggon road and railway. 

WHITEFISH VALLEY.-,Yell wooded, grand land-30 miles, railway 
and waggon road. 

GREAT PLAINS.-Silver Mountain to Thuncler Bay-30 miles, wa,ggon 
roacl. 

SLATE RIVER ~\'ND BLAKE TOWNSHlP.-Good land, plenty wood, ('n."ily 
cleared, plenty grass -15 miles, wa,ggon road. 
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Xavier Laplante's Experience. 

I am 55 years of age. I went from St. Martin, near Montreal, in tl.le 
Province of Quebec to Pembroke, and from Pembroke to Port Arthur SIX 
years ago. I bought 160 acres of land on the Oli~er Road, seven miles 
from Port Arthur, for which I agreed to pay $720 In annual payments. 
At that time I had $50 and a team of horses. I have three boys. I have 
lllet all my payments as they came due. I have now on the farm a good 
house, 22 x 26, with a Hi x 22 kitchen; a horse stable 22 x 26 ; cow stable 
2ts x 30 ; barn 30 x 50, root house, chicken house a~ld pig house. . I hav.e 
since purchased 3:20 acres adjoining, and 160 aeres In the TownshIp of Oh
vel', on which there is a house and stable. I have now a farm for myself and 
one for each of the boys. I have 68 acres cleared, six horses, fourteen 
milch cows, eight other cattle, twelve pigs. chickens and all the necessary 
farming utensils. 'With two teams and one hired man I am making $12 
per day. My property. real and personal. is worth :36.750. I ~ave $200 
in the bank ready for my next payment, and lowe $800. ThIS country 
is good enough for me. 

Settlers' Testimony. 

W. Piper.-I han' a good dairy farm; a comfortable farm house; a 
big barn, 40 x 80, with a full sized basement full of cattle. Any man 
who is willing to work can do well at farming in this district. I have 
grown 1,100 bUi;lhels of oats on ten Hen's. 

Isaac Ryde.-I came to this district a poor man; I have a good farm 
in Oliver Township. with good out buildings and as good a house as any 
farmer needs. I make a comfortable living and I owe no man a cent. 

Wm. Reese.-I have a good farm which I have cleat'ed up myself. I 
am willing to furnish the milk of twenty cows to the first dairy that will 
start within a reasonable distance from my farm. 

Jno. McKay Hunt.-I have a farm in Paipoonge; have 70 acres 
cleared; my c.rops are good. I have good health; make a good living; 
lay up sOl,?ethIng every year in the way of improvements, implements 
and clearIng and find plenty of work in connection with the farm the 
whole year round. 

Craig Greer.-I came here with a kalll of horses; I have 120 acres 
cleared up on the homestead. I sometimes 0'1'0"" two or three thousand 
hus~els ?f potatoes. ~w e can grc)';\' almost a:~ything. My boys are all 
gettlllg farms for themselves. 

Roly Martin. -:-! generally get the first prize for wheat. I grow from 
25 to 40. b~shels of It to the acre. I ha\'(' now about 100 acres cleared 
up. ThIS IS the greatest country for ruots I have en'r seen. 

Agricultural Resources of Thunder Bay District. 
(From a pamphlet issued by the Corporation of Fort William.) 

. There are in the District of Algoma millions of acres of valuable 
agn?ultural and. stock-raising lands, awaiting only to be 'lubdued and 
c~ltIvat.ed. WhIle to the casual OhSl'I'\'l'j' or passenger by C.P.R., a large 
proportIOn of the country may appear comparatively worthless for agri-
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cultural.purposes, there ar.e here notwithstanding, lying alongside these, 
great mIneral areas, and nch stretches of agricultural lands. 

While immigration has been chiefly directed to the ~ orthwest, and 
little effort made to colonize thi., district, nevertheless, there are quite n 
number of prosperous farm "ettlement,s; and with the building of the 
Rainy River Railway, and lumb('l'in,g and mining operations, a larg(> and 
immediate influx of settlers is assurel!. "~ith a fertile soil and an abull
dance of good water and timber t'yerpyhere, and the absence of drought, 
blizzards in winter and hurricane ... in "Ulnmer. we believe this di,-;t.l'ict 
offers inducements ellua 1 to the lands of the ~ orth \Ye~t, and in fact, pos
sesses adYilutages oyer the west. And while great inducements are offered 
in the pursuit of general agriculture, greater still are the inducements 
offered for cattle and sheep raising. There are thom.;ands of acl'')s of 
magnificent lands along tll(' ditferent riYers suitable for ranching and pas
turing cattle, di,-cl'sifiec1 by rocky ridg't' and bluff' well adapted for sheep 
raising. The grass and herbage grows luxuriantly and does not wither 
and become parched through the summer as in other countries. 

There is to the west of us the Rainy River District, a grand agTicul
tural country, and within easy driving distance of Fort William, the 
Township of Oliver and the Slate RiveT section, gradually filling up with 
industrious and contented settlers. These latter places have in the neigh
borhood of 200 families, and some spendidly improved farms are here to 
be seen, that will compare favorably with the older settlements of the 
east. One farmer, that the writer has in mind, purchased 200 acres and 
started breaking in 1895. His enthusiasm for the farm and its bounteous 
returns has resulted in his acquiring more land, till he has now 1,000 
acres. He has now cleared 160 acres, and a spendid bank barn 60 x 90 
with an addition thereto of 50 feet. He has 97 head of cattle, seven 
horses, and harvested this year 75 acres of oats, l.'i of barley, together 
with 60 acres of good timothy and clover. 

There are in the valley of the Kaministiquia, alone, adjoining the 
town, over 10,000 acres of rich loam land well adapted for gardening pur
poses or grazing stock. This alluvial plateau through which flow the 
three rivers-Kam., Neebing and McIntyre, is destined to become the 
truck garden for a populous city. Only a small portion of this land has 
been brought under cultivation yet, and the greater part is still wild land, 
stripped of its timber, and now grown up with rank grass which furnishes 
free grazing for the horses and cattle of the town. These lands, and for 
that part, the lands of the surround in!.!; district, cannot be excelled,-we 
believe we are warranted in saying,-for growing root crops and timothy 
and clover. These do exceedingly well, and market gardening and dairy
ing is bound to be a profitable employment here, and is so at the present 
time. It is noteworthy, notwithstanding the good prices here for the 
produce of farm and garden, the amount grown does not yet nearly sup
ply home consumption. The good wages paid for all classes of labor, the 
c.P.R. service. together with the attraction of the r;nines. ~B:s contrib':lted 
no doubt to this indifference toward the farm. ThIS condltlOn of thmgs 
is now happily changing, though, and our agricultural.resources and 
possibilities are beginning to receive the attention they merIt. 

Letters of inquiry addressed to the Board of Trade of Port Arthur 
or Fort William will have special attention. 



PART IV. 

THE WABIGOON COUNTRY, IN RAINY RIVER DISTRICT. 

This aOTicultural section i" midway between Fort William on Lake 
Superior to'"'the east, and the city of Winnip~g ~o the west .. The Cana
dian Pacific Railway passes through the dIstnct. T~e fert~le land ex
tends for forty miles along the railway line from DmorwlC to Eagle 
River. • 

It is estimated that the area of good agricultural land in this district 
is about 170,000 acres, enough to form a fair sized county, comprising the 
townships of Wainwright, Van Horne, Eton, Rugby,.Sand!ord, Aubrey, 
and Zealand, with another yet unsurveyed around DmorwlC. The area 
now located is about 30,000 acres. 

The Government Pioneer Farm. 

The Ontario Government was the pioneer of the "\Yabigoon country' 
In the spring of 1895 the Minister of Agriculture, Hon. John Dryden, 
personally selected the site for the house and barn, and commenced farm
ing operations with the view of testing the agricultural capabilities of 
the section. A small crop was put in that summer, consisting of wheat, 
oats, barley, grass and a few rootfl. In the early SUllllllE'r a warm, com
fortable house was built, such He: any settler of moderate means might 
erpct. Later, a basement harn 'with the neceflsary accommodation was 
added. At the present time there are 130 acres cleared and stumped, so 
that all kinds of labor-saving machinery can be used to the best advant
age. The farm is surrounded by a substantial cedar post and wire fence. 
The farm buildings are across the railroad track and almost opposite the 
rail way station at Dryden. A young orchard has been planted, but the 
standard apples have not done well. Crab apples and cherries made a 
fairly promising growth, and small fruits do well. 

Mr. D. Anderson, who visited the farm in 1898, says: "As I stood at 
the back of the farm and looked to the railway station, a pleasing rural 
scene filled the eye,-a fifty-acre field of oats just beginning to shoot, 
~nother field of heavy e:pring wheat and barley waving in the wind, and 
J~Rt beyon~, the dark ;';-1'(;('11. of ~ he.aJthy field of SweJe turnips; a flock 
of ShropshIre sheep 'WI'" mbblmcr III the hOllie field next the barn while 
half a dozen useful milch cows ""were industriously grazincr the 'youna 
tender gl'a~'i which recent. rains ~1a~ caused to cover the p~sture field~, 
while tIlt:, farm tl'Hlll waR 111e:t fimshmcr the plowi11cr of a ten acre fallow 
ti~I'l that had bl'l'll grub'Led, stumped and burn:d this summer. The 
PIOneer Farm ha~ dl'l!l~n:'ltl'H t.(,t1 very clearly the excellent agricultural 
adyantages of thIS flectIOn Ly changing it in fonr short years from wild, 
waste land to clean ll"ld" and a well cultivated farm. 

The Country. 

:\Jany people are inc:l't'dnlom-: when told that crood land sufficient in 
extent to comprise a good sized county or more, exi.'3t'l in this region. 

[76] 
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After miles of tedious journ"yillg' through the dl's()lute rocky waste 
through which the line of the Co P. R. pa88es on the northern shore of 
Lake Superior, it is perhaps not smprising that many fill< I it hanl to 
believe that good land, sufficient for a fair 8ized country, exi8t8 in thi8 
section. ., There is nothing lien' but rock," they aS8l'l"t "' we must U(j on 
to Manitoba'8 fertile plail;s." The farther we8t they can locat; the 
better some settlel"8 like it, awl lllHll\" are content to live lives of solitude 
and isolation; far from markets ,lll~l far fr()lll railroad commuuication, 
while regions near at hand pOl'l'e::;sing' thel'c adYantng"'s and othen, as well, 
are passed on'r. They too often 101',· si.l!;ht of the fact that there is a 
distance limit from one's markc·t beYllnd which the raising of agricultural 
products ceases to be pmfitable, 

N ow, the first question the interesterl reader will naturally ask is: 
What is the \Y abigoon country like 7 What are its all yan tages ? 

The casual traYeller, Dot especially interested perhaps in the pro
ducts of the soil m:ty not remark from the car window that the region 
differs wry materially from the country he has recently been passing 
through. The light growth of poplar, spruce. jack pine, and tamarac 
interspersed with blackened stumps, presents nothing new. But if hebe 
a close observer, he will c,·rtainly see that the railroad cuttings, inrotead 
()f running through sandy, gravelly soil, or the I'olid rock as heretofore, 
now pass through a clay deposit, indicating that tIre surface formation of 
the country has undergone a complete change. Then let him lean' the 
train, and, wading through the underbrush, climb to the top of the 
nearest elevation; let him look to the north, the south and the east and 
the west, and he will see a vast extent of unbroken, rolling country, 
dotted here and there with clumps of small timber with a light growth 
of underbrush between, so light, in fact, that hundreds of acres lie there 
almost rectdy tor the plow. But more than this, there is not a rock, not 
a stone eyen, to be seen any,yhere. 

The Soil. 

Generally speaking, the soil consists of a strong clay of greyish 
color, changing in lower lying sections to a clay loam, or occasionally even 
lighter soil. It is 'wonderfully free from stone, and pulverizes readily 
w hen turned to the, sun and air. On the creek bottoms the soil is very 
rich, and heavie~' timbered, making the clearing more difficult. On the 
rolli.ng upland the clay: seems to be of a ?rier .n~ture, and will .require 
much more rain or mOl sture than the loanner SOlI III the same neIghbor
hood, and perhaps either manure or green crops plowed in to put life 
into and quicken it before it will give the best results. 

The Water Supply. 

The country is well watered and the water is pure and good. ,Vater 
can be had for the digging on alm?st every farm at from ten t? twen.ty
five feet. Wabiaoon lake, a beautlful sheet of water about thlrty Illlies 
long by five or six miles wide, lies .at th~s point no~ quite a .mile south of 
the railroad track. It is dotted wlth plCturesrl ue Islands, lts shores are 
well wooded, and it contains a plentiful supply of fish, including white-
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fish, maskinonge, herring, pike, and pick.erel. From the lake, the Wabi-
. bL d . able stream wIth abundant water power, flows 

eroun l'lver, a roa, navIg .' . ' h E d S d 
b th d t th uuh the townshIpS of WalllWrlg t, ton an an
nor an wes 1'0 0 P l' 1 k . th township of 
ford. The Pelican riyer flows from e lClJ;n a ~, II;t e . 
Ruerb through that township and four or tive ~Iles mto the. townshIp 

f EbtY' h 't" the Wabieroon The townshIp of Aubrey IS bounded o on, w en 1 JOlns b' 

on one side by Eagle lake. 

Clearing the Land. 

As the timber is small and much of it dead, it is easily bur~ed and 
the land made ready for the plow. A man and strong bo.y can m some 
places clear up and stump as fast as a team can p.low. FIVe doll~rs an 
acre will clear up and stump most of the land in .thIS. settle~ent, :WIth the 
exception of land aloner the creek bottoms, whICh IS heaVIer tImbered. 
To eret the best results the land should be plowed twice, and thoroughly 
cultivated previous to sowing the first crop. 

The Climate. 

The 'Wabigoon country is undoubtedly as healthful a o~e as cou!u be 
found in the whole of Ontario, both for man and beast. ~ 0 malarIa or 
fever exists, nor is the water alkaline, to cause dysentery and other 
troubles. The summers are moderately ,,-arm, and the autumn months, 
with their fine braciner atmosphere and bright sunlight, are simply per
fection. In winter tl~e cold is steady, but the snowfall is usnally light. 

The Timber. 

The tiiuber conNjNto: of a growth of slllall poplars, a few spruce, with 
here and there a tamarac, but the gn.'akr bulk of the timber is jack 
pine-a resinous fir that predomillates throughout the whole country. 
The settler can make very g,'od wages cutting jack pine into cord-wood, 
for which there is always a l't=-a.ly cash N:lle, at from $1.0.5 to :31.80 per 
cord delivered at railrood. It is "hipped ttl Winnipeg in box cars, where 
it is llsed as fuel It iN handled at all seasons of the year. In three 
months 240 car-loads Were "llil'ped from Dryden to \yin~ipeg. A large 
portion of the timlwr is dead, recent fires having killed it. Tamarac ties, 
eight feet long, sell (l,t t\\,l'llty-five Cl'ntN each, while ties of the same 
material tweln feet, are wnrth forty cents. For thL' first few years the 
settler" will h,L:'1' re.tnunerative winter work chopping and hauling cord
wood and makmg tll'N. The country hal' not all bepn burned over, and 
to the south, eaNt and north-e,tst there is a thick forest urowth of small 
green timber which is easily clearc,L TIll' bulk of the tiI~ber throuerhout 
the whole country is "lIlall, ranging- from three tu ten inches in thickness, 
and in Nume place" there i" no tim bel' whatever, with here and there a 
small p'.lplal' N('1'U 11. In fact there are larg-e areas at the present time 
almost tit for tl}e plO\~. Whel': the timber has 11e(:'ll llurned off nearly 
clean, the land IS gro,wmg np Wlt~ nnJi\'e grass and wild peas. . 

T?e results obt~med at the PIOneer Farm 11<we proyed that the SOlI 
and clImate are partIcularly well ad~pted to the growing of fall and spring 
wheat,. b~rley, oats, potatoes, turmps, and all kinds of vegetables and 
small frUltS. 
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A, Dairying and Stock=raising Section. 

It is as a dairyi~g section .rath~r than a grain-growing country that 
the Department desIres to brmg It to the attention of the intendincf 
setHer. It is not anticipated that he could well compete with the wester~ 
prairie farmer in the production of ,dwat, whereas for dairying and stock 
raiRing the conditions are aJl in his fann', Clover and grasses grow most 
prolifically, the former producing two crops a year. Fine natural pasture 
is supplied in the prairie grass and wild peas, while cattle thrive on the 
wild hay to be obtained in all the creek bottoms. Moreover, the scrub 
growth also found there protects cattle from flies in the summer, and the 
valleys themselves form a very desirable shelter in stormy weather. 

Although crops have been grown for three or four seasons, summer 
frosts are unknown. Plowing usually begins about the last week in 
April and finishes about the second week in Noyember. Generally the 
seeding is done about the first week in May 

Roads 

For a new country, the roads are good. The soil is naturally suit
able. for once graded, except in a very wet time, it is quite comfortable 
travelling. Twenty-three miles of colonization roads have been built by 
the Government, and twenty-fiye more miles have been cut out by settlers. 
Bicycles are running on the roads for five or six miles from the town of 
Dryden. By this it will be seen that it is comparatively an eallY matter 
for a new settler to get his household and farm effects in to his location. 

rIarkets. 

~ ext comes the important question of markets. One of the fore
most advantages of this region is that a good market is brought to the 
yery door of the settler by the ready means that exist of railroad and 
water communication. Rat Portage, a growing milling town, with a 
population of between five and six thousand, including the suburbs of 
Norman and Keewatin, not being in an agricultural district, has to obtain 
nearly all its food supplies from Manitoba, and offers a good market for 
dairy products, fresh meat, etc. 

The local markets of Dryden and Wabigoon will consume all that 
can be raised for some time in the district. Dryden has a population of 
six-hundred, while Wabigoon is a rapidly growing town, which is likely 
to become a mining centre of some importance, for the region between 
the Canadian Pacific Rail way and the American border is rich, not only 
in timber but in deposits of gold, iron, and other minerals. 

In summer these mining camps afford the settlers an excellent home 
market for their produce, while in winter the lumber and railway tie camps; 
afford a market equally good. 

For sheep raising, dairying, stock raising and veg:etable growing, t~e 
country is exceedingly well adapted, and the market for such products IS 

excellent. During the summer of 1807 butter brought from twenty cents 
to twenty-five cents per pound, and e.ggs about the same price 'Per dozen. 
Timothy and clover grow very lUXUrIantly. Sheep do well owmg to the 
rolling character of the land and the rich natural pasture. 
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The Crops. 

Mr. Annis reports the crops on the pioneer farm in lS96 as follows: 
Fall wheat Dawson's Golden Chaff twenty to twenty-five bushels per 
acre; Colo~'ado spring wheat about twenty; Hen'i~on's bearded about 
twelve; barley, a fair crop; oats, poor .. Th~ clover m fall wh~at, sown 
Sth May, at time of cutting wheat was 111 . full bloom, a lot of It two to 
two and one-half feet high. The timothy 111 wheat was also headed out. 
The clover was cut twice this season, tlw first crop about two tons and 
the second one ton per acre. Potatoes yielded 213 bushels per acre. 
Turnips and carrots will do well, but cannot say as much for mangels. 
The first frost that injured tomatces and other tender vegetables occurred 
on the 14th of September. 

Sheep will do well owing to the rolling clJaracter of the land and 
rich natural pasture. One man had six lambs from very common ewes, 
two of which on October last weighed 131 Ibs. each. They were weaned 
April 15th. 

The weather dminO' the "'inter of lS96-7 was not so favorable as 
last, the season closing ~p earlier and the snow fall being deeper than 
usual. Still, a great deal of pleasant weather was enjoyed. In lS9.j the 
plow stopped running on N ovemher 5th, and in 1896 on October 17th. 
For 1897 the yields were as follows: Potn,toes, 400 bushels per acre; 
barle~', thirty bushels: wheat, fifteen Lushels. 

Mr. Duncan Anderson a practical farmer :,ent out by t.he govern
ment to inspect these districts call}" to the following conclusion respecting 
the ,Yabigoon Country:-

"From what 1 han- seen in the ,Yal,iO'oon c. 'lll1try I know from my 
own experience in clearing land that a working faTml'r'df moderate mean's 
with an mdustrious family (if not afraid. ,f Hies for a few weeks in the 
heat of summer for the first few year . .." :t.ll< 1 other draw Lacks incident to 
pioneer life), can in five or six years han 100 acres cleared and free frolll 
both stumps and stopes. Thus many men who are now forced to work 
for others, i~ tlw,}' ,were t() p~lt fo~,th an effort and deny themselves SOllle 
of the luxunes of hfe, could m a few year:-; 1X'cclIlL' independent, by having 
a nory comfortable farm home of their uwn in the ,Vabigoon country." 

Cost of Getting to Wabigoon . 

. By the all-~'ail route on ~~e Canadian ~acific Railway, from any 
statlOn west of Uttawa o~ KmL;·:-;tull, the smgle fare is $21; children 
half :ate .. For hmt amI raIl by way of Ow('n Sound and Fort Willian::, 
the fare IS s~vente~n dollars. Car of 20,000 pounds of settlers' effects 
from SiLme pomts, SIxty dollars (one man with each car free); thirty and 
a ~alf ce.nts per 100 pounds for all over weight. For settlers' effects, 
shlppec1111 less than car lots, the rate is sixty-one cents per 100 pounds. 

It sh?uld be unill'!'c;tt,()tl that the Ontario Government cannot under
tak~ to g'l:'8 financial assistance to persons who contemplate changing 
t~elr 10catlOl1 jj'()lJl one part of the.Pr?v.ince to another, as such an expen
dIture woul~ benefit m''l'l·ly the IlIthnllual and not the Province as a 
,whole, and IS, therefore, not in accordance with the Government's policy 
111 such matters. 
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The chief advantageH of the Wabigo(ln country may 11l' SUlllIIH:d up 
as follows: " 

1. Cheap land and easily ch':ll'l"1. 
2. The main line of the C,·l11,·,dI·,·l.ll P . ti R'J . I t • ,lei C .;11 way l';t.'.;ses ng 1 ' 

through the agTicultul'al belt. 
3. The best of local marketH . 
..t. Sufficient timber for buildillg., fencing and ful'l. 

. 5. Good soil, an a hundant supply of pure water and a healthful 
clImate. 

6. Plenty of fish ;md game t.1l supply the need of the settler. 
. 7. 'Vinter employment in the lumber camps; alHtl hauling and chop

pmg cord wood. 

The Class of Settlers Wanted. 

There are in Ontario to-day many capable and industrious YOUllO" , , b 

men, the son,; of farmers, whose parents are unable to purchase i'<Lnns for 
them: or it may be that they have a little capital at their disposal, yet 
find it impossible in the older s8ttled districts to procure land cheap 
enough to suit their pockets, and see but little prospect of obtaining 
farms and homes of their own. Others there are who, owing to th~ 
depressed stat.e of agriculture, find it well nigh impossible on rented 
farms to make ends meet. Good, solid Ontario farmers and farmers' 
sons, with a little capital at their command, and anxious to secure unen
cumbered homes for themselves-these are the settlers the Department 
would like to see located at Wabigoon. ~ettkl's totally without means 
are bound to meet obstacles well-nigh impossible to oyercome Such are 
not only helpless themselves, but stand in the \\~ay of the progn~.':)," and 
prosperity of the district. 

How Land May be Secured. 

~,-; The Government, being anxious to reserve the land for the bona fide 
settler, and to prevent it falling into the hands of ,"peculators, where it 
might remain ullproductive to the detriment of settlement, have decided 
upon the following conditions: That the ;tlllount of land each applicant 
may purchase shall not exceed 160 acres, but if a head of a family he is 
allowed to increase his purchase to 240 acres; that the price paid 8hall 
be fifty cents an acre, one· fourth down, and the balance in three equal 
annual instalments with interest at six per cent. The settler will be 
required to clear and put under cultivation at least ten pel' cent. of the 
land purchased, and to e.rect a habitable house of not less ~han 1Gx20 
feet. When this has been done, and the purchaser 1m,; resIded on the 
land for at least six months in each of the three years, or for two years 
continuously, and has fully paid for the same, he may obtain his patent. 

The Superintendent. at the Pioneer Farm, Mr. A. E. Annis, -:hose 
post-office is Dryden, Ont., is also the Crow.n Lands a~'ullt, awl .w?ll ?e 
found prepared to give information and ~ssIstan?e to. those requll'lng It, 
and intending purchasers should commul1lcate WIth hU11. 

6 N.D. 
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The Town of Dryden. 

The Town of- Dryden, which is the centre of this settlement, is 80 
miles east of Rat Portacre and 217 miles west of Port Arthur. It and 
the Town of \Yabigoon, 12 miles east of Dryden, are the two most import
ant centres of population between Port Arthur and Rat Portage. 

The development of Dryden has been rapid. The town has now two 
hotels, three boarding houses, a railway station, telegraph office, express 
office, post office, a public library and reading room. and a good school 
house. Two saw mills are in operation, and there is a probability of a 
brick yard being started, the clay in the vioinity making excellent brick. 
The town also has a doctor, a land surveyor, a magistrate and a constable. 

The price of provisions is very reasonable. Among the businesses 
established there are four general stores. four flour and feed stores, three 
butchers, three wood dealers, two blacksmiths, a hardware, a furniture 
and undertaking, a boot and shoe, and a drug store. Anglican, Methodist 
and Presbyterian services are held every Sunday. A bridge and a dam 
have been built by the Government across the Wabigoon river at Dry
den. The Government has also built about twenty miles of colonization 
road, which the settlers have supplemented by as much more. Park and 
cemetery lots hase also been laid out adjacent to the town. 

The situation of Dryden, at the angle formed where the C. P. R crosses 
the Wabigoon river, is very advantageous and attractive. The town has a 
large amount of farm land at its back, besides having the additional advan
tage of having steamboat navigation with the gold fields now being devel
oped in the vicinity. The river is from a few rods to an eighth of a mile 
in width, with ,L depth of al )ont tWl'llty fl'et. and is the only outlet from 
Lake \V abigoon. 

The price of town lot~ Y,Il·ieN fl'<>lI\ ~lO to $~i) accordillO" to location 
'" and they lllay bl' Nl'clIn''] unrler the following conditions: 

1. ~ ot more tluLn two ]'JtN can be sold to ;m,\' one indi vidual. 
2. Purchaser must erect a habitable house not less than 1 Gx~O feet. 
3. Partie,~ shall bl'C()1I1e actual resi,ll'nts within six months from time 

of ttLking possession. 

. The terms ()f purchase are ('as]1. awl thell' an' no fel's uf any descrip
tIOn. 

Applications for the purchase of land shoul.l Ll' lIut,le to A. E. Annis, 
Crown Lands Agent, Dryden, Onto 

Thl' ti~ll' water P()\V''l' available at Dryden should 111;\].;:" the town an 
~xcellen~ ~It: for <I C:lstolllS stamp mill for gold ores, provld,·d the mines 
~n the YICllllty contlIlue to develop well, or for a flour mill and other 
md m;tnes. 

~s !eganls golrl mi~ing, a large number of locations have been taken 
up wIthm four or five nules o~ Dry~ll'll, and the du\"l()pllll'nt work hith
erto done 11:LS been accompamed WIth gratifying 1'1 ','iUItN. A large Hum
ber of 10cat.IOns .h~ve also been taken up at Wabigoon, at the eastern end 
of th: lake. ~mmg development on the Manitous, h,lil'H'd to be one of 
the rIchest sect~ons. of the· Rainy River District, is also making progress, 
and the field IS hl~ely. to .adv~nce more rapidly now that ~ road and 
steam boat commulllcatlOn IS bemg supplied. 



83 

Extracts From Surveyors' Reports or Wabigoon 
Townships. 

Wainwright Township. 

. The soil is. mailll~: composed of cb)' and clay loam of excellent qual
Ity. The 'YabIgoon nVl'r, a TIm' "tn'am about twn chains in width flows 
~n a deviOl~s cours", for ahout thil'kl'll miles through the township 'which 
IS ,,:e~l draIned. awl W<I b'n" 1 by numerous :"Illall creeks and spring,~, in 
addltIO~ t? whICh there an; thn'(' Jakl'''' Fully 75 Pl'l' ct'nt. of the whole 
to~nshIp IS well adapted f, >1' agncultural purpOst':-; and the greater part 
bemg cO.Yered only ll~' open brule the llt'Cl'S,~:ll'y clearing would be easily 
?,ccomphshed. Patcht'" of open prairie of considerable extent also occur 
m many placl's, thus further rt"lucing the usual labors of the future 
pioneers in preparing farms for cultivation. Owing to the comparatiwly 
level character of the surface of thl' land and the absence of heavy tim
ber, the roads in the township would generally be easily constructed. 

Van Horne Township. 

This township is in general rolling, with very few hills of oYer 100 
feet high; frequent fires have overrun so that all the timber of value has 
been destroyed, except two small patches of spruce and tamarac in the 
south-west quarter, leaving parts of the township completely bare, but the 
larger portion is covered with a thick growth of small poplar, jack pine 
and birch. The soil consists of a fine white or grey clay, with areas of 
sandy loam. This clay and loam is mostly in the northern and central 
parts and occupy about one-third of the township. They will, I think, 
make valuable farms, easy to make ready for the plough, as the ground 
is almost completely clear of timher. The balance of the township con
sists chiefly of rolling hills of rock with swamps intervening. 

The township is well watered, several large bays of lake 'Yabigoon 
reach well into the centre and the river Wabigoon runs north through 
the fourth, fifth and sixth concessions, besides there are several small 
streams of good water. On the river Wabigoon, near the crossing of the 
Canadian Pacific Raihvay, there is an excellent mill site with a fall of 
about fifteen feet. This is less than a quarter of a mile south from the 
Pioneer Farm. 

Eton Township. 

This township is bounded on the east by the township of Wain
wright, on the north by the township of Rugby, and o~ the south a:nd 
west by lands of the Crown, at present unsurveyed. W lth the exceptIOn 
of a few rocky elevations i~ concessions V: and Vr., ne:=t:'ly the wh?le 
surface is undulating and rolhng, thus afiordmg good facIhtIes for dram
age. The soil is mainly composed of .clay and clay 10a~11 of excellent 
quality, and there is scarcely a lot wl11ch does not con tam enough goo.c1 
land to make a fair sized farm. Fully 75 per cent. of the total area IS 
well adapted for farm purposes. The. townsl~ip is w.ell watered by.the 
Wabigoon, Pelican, Gull and Beaver rIvers wlth then: n~mer~us tn~u 
taries. The Wabigoon is a fine stream about two chams m WIdth, wlth 
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an average depth of from ~ix to eight feet. Being free ~rom rapi~s, it 
affords uninterrupted navigation down to the confluence wIth Eagle .rlver. 
'With the exception of a few clumps, scattered here and ther~, no tImber 
of any commercial value remains, but in many places suffiCIent second 
growth tamarac, spruce, Jack pine and poplar, for t~e purposes of the 
settler can he obtained. Fire having overrun the dlstnct m 1894, the 
second O'rowth timber has nearly all been killed, and the greater part of 
concessi~)lls V. and VI., lying north of Wabigoon river, has been almost 
entirely denuded, thereby ren.dering ~~e cle~ring of ~hat part a compara
tively easy task. The CanadIan PaCltic RaIlway, whlCh crosses th~ south 
part of the township, from side to si~e, affords easy acce~s, Oxdnft sta
tion beillO' located on lot 4 in conceSSlOn 1. Large game IS very scarce, 
but rabbits, partridges and prairie fowl are numerous. Blueberries, 
raspberries .1nd wild currants were found in great abundance. 

Rugby Township. 

The south and southeast portion of the township is in general gently 
rolling with a few hills of locks; in the north and north west it i ~ in the 
greater part very rough, cc ,misting chidly of high hills of rock, with 
muskeg and small patches of clay. The :::oil c0nsists of a fine white clay 
covering most of the southeast podion. This is almost clear of timber 
and in most places can be easily made n';idy for the plow. 

The township is well watel'l,d: th'Te are six lake:::, chiefly in the 
northern part; the largest, Pelican lake, occupies about four miles long 
in the northeast corner, and extends a lc )n~' way out of the t()wnship ; the 
outlet of this lake is PeiiclLn riycl', a Cilll;,,;·.~·i:::h "tn'alll about one chain 
wide by three feet deep with clay 1,;lllks 1)\, which the wakr is much dis
colored, finally emptying into Wai)igoon river. There is no timber of 
any value in the township, the south plll't has Leen completely burnt and 
the rest is covered j),Y small, dead, second gT()",th Jack pine, pophw, 
spruce and in general frUlll one b tiye inches thick, very much llecayed, 
so that a large number are blown down by l,yery storm; the only l'xcep
tion to this is in a few swamps and muskegs, covered 1)y green second 
growth and ,,,crub. Game WaK rather plentiful, ,t number of moose was 
seen and large numbers of partrid~'es and pin-tailed grouse. 

Townships of Sandford and Aubrey . 

. The c~la~acteristics of the townships of SanMon1 an,l Aubrey are 
preClsely sJl11l1ar to th~se already settled. The laml is rather rolling 
througho~t, and the ~Oll, for ~he most part, a clay or chty loam of very 
~ood ~luahty. T~le t,lmlJ<'l" bemg small, and recently burnt over, the land 
lS ea;nly clea:'ecl, III £act t?cre are large areas almo:::t fit for the plow at 
the present tune, as the tuulJer has been burned off almost elertll and the 
land is .~']'(~win~· np .with w.ild peas, wild buckwheat, grass and some small 
bushes. The \Va],I~" )(:>Jl nver runs throuO'h Sanford from east to west 

h'l f 1"' I to " 
W I e a part 0 .t<.ag u lake an~l rinr is included in the township of 
Aubrey. In these two tow~lslllPS rock outcrops ver)' seldom, and taken 
altoge~her the,:y: may.be con8I,l"r,'(1 as very desirable for settlement. The 
~rtllachan P~CltiC: RaIlway rum: :t!OIlg" the line dividing the townships, 
)..Jandford bemg m the north and Aubi'l'.>' to the south of the track. 
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Zealand Township. 

The township of Zealand emhntco'l the \\'hole uf the north shore of 
lake Wabigoon, excc'pt that portion included in \' an H ume. The soil is 
clay with rock ()utcropping ill plnct's. 11ml it is inclined to be Ranlly in the 
northerly concessions. Tht' rank gru\Yt.h (If alden..: and lwlTY l)w..:hes in 
the clearings speaks well for it'l fL·ltilit.y. The township is timl)el"l'.t 
with small growing timbcr, which is not difficult to clear. The C. P. R 
runs through the tuwnship, skirting the north shore of the lake. 

Railway Rates to Dpyden. 

The Canadian Pa.cific Ra.ilway excursion tickets to points in the 
~ orth -Wt'st will be good to stop over at Dryden, Oil the occasion of their 
special excursions, good from any part of eastern Ontario for the greatly 
reduced rate of $28. 

Cordwood and Ties. 

One advantage of wooded over prairie lands is seen in the fact that 
between 7,000 and 8,000 cords of wood were shipped from the Wabigoon 
district last winter, in addition to 10,000 ties. This means a substantial 
source of income to the settlers. The same remarks apply in even greater 
degree to the lands along the Rainy River. 



PART V. 

THE RAINY RIVER DISTRICT. 

This name is applied to that part ?f Western Algoma, boun.ded on 
the south by Minnesota. west by Mam~oba, and east by the ~81gh~ of 
land west of Lake Superior. It gets It~ name from .the RaInY rIver, 
which forms the boundary between Ontano a:nd the U~llt~d St~tes. The 
area of the district is almost 22,500 square mIles, and It IS estImated to 
contain about 600,000 acres of crood agricultural land, principally in the 
valley of the Rainy river. Th~ ri vel' runs for. abo~t eighty mil.es through 
a rich alluvial tract. N early all the land frontIng on the nver on the 
Canadian side is suitable for settlement. The arable area runs back from 
the river some ten to twenty miles, the soil being clay and clay loam 
with a little crravel and sand. There an: occasional swamps timbered 
with tamara~ spruce and cedar, that require some surface draining before 
they are fit for agriculture. The whole of this tract is remarkably free 
from stones and rocks. 

Climate and Crops. 

The climate is similar to that which has before been described, the 
thermometer registering a few degrees of greater cold than is experienced 
in the older settled districts or Ontario, but there being no practical dif
ference in the winters as far as healthfulness and pleasantness are con· 
cerned. Th~ snowfall in not deep and the sleighing can be counted upon 
as good from Decem bel' to March. 

Vegetation is extremely luxuriant in the Rainy River Yalley. All 
the cereal and grass crops common to Ontario are grown here, and all the 
garden crops flourish exceedingly. There is also a great abundance of 
wild fruits. 

Forests. 

There is a great deal of red and white pill<' between Sacrimacra, Seine 
and Maligne rive~s, with occl1sionallargu l'illl' in the Rainy l'iv~r valley. 
and much on the mnumemble islands uf thl' Lake of the Woods. The 
other common woods a1"('. poplar, birch, hlsswnod, oak, elm, ash, soft 
maple,. balm of ~ilead, l>:.dS;Ull, spruce, Cl,(lar Hnd tamarac. Lumbering 
operatIOns are lx'mg carned on on a very larg'c scale, and there are well
equipped sawmills o~ Rainy river and Rain): lake; also at Rat Portage, 
Norman and KeewatIn. As~the Province of Manitoba must draw its 
principal supplies of pine frOl~ this quarter, an extensive business will 
dou btless be carried on, and: employment will be easily had for many 
years to corne. 

Soil. 

As has been stated, Rainy river takes its course throuo'h a rich allu~ 
vial valley for over~eighty miles. This yalley is eminently adapted to 

[86J 
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support a ~arge and populous agricultural population. As to the extent 
of the cultIVatable land in the district, it i,,", Rt.a.kd on O'ood authority that 
all the land fronting on the river if' suitabh· for settleml'nt., while t.he 
arable urea reaches back t.o a di~tallCl' of sixteen mileR, where the soil is 
found to be C'Yen ~uperior to that at the water's edge, being' mostly clay 
and clay loam with wry little grHwl 01' sand. L 

The gr('n,t~r part of the arable land l'l'quires no drainage whatevC'r ; 
even the occasIOnal swamps of spn1l'<', cedar and tamarac are all dry in 
summer and can be made most excellent land by n little systematic drain
age, and as thl'Y are all at a C'onsideraUe height. above the river level, 
proper dit.ching ,yould remoYt' the sm'face water in the spring. The beds 
of the small creeks and streams arC' deep enough to provide adequate 
outlets, ditches and drains. The area of good land alOllO' Rainy river, 
which is about eight~- miles long by from ten to t,yelve b miles wide, is 
remarkably free from stones and rocks. 

Products. 

The richness of the soil and the equalJle climate combine to produce 
a wide range of cereals and fruits. Hay, oats and spring and fall wheat 
are successfully gro\\-n; the produds of the garden include potatoes, 
onions, corn, carrots, turnips, tomatoes and cabbage, while the smaller 
fruits, such as raspberries, strawberries and plums, grow in abundance. 

As an instance of the length of the season, oats sown a~ late as the 
middle of June have fully ripened. The settler who makes the above 
statement has li,-ed on the bank of Rainy river for thirteen years and 
has never had a failure of crops. During one summer his farm yielded 
seventy bushels of potatoes from one bushel of seed. A practical experi
ence such as this illustrates most forcibly the fertility of the soil. The 
market for all a farmer can raise is at his door, the large number of 
lumbermen and miners in the district being the purchasers. 

Fish and Game 

To the sportsman this part of Ontario is indeed a " happy hunting 
ground." The waters abound in fish and wild fowl are vC'ry plentiful. 
The moose are unfortunately becoming very scarce in the district, but 
black bears are very numerous, while woh-es are also scarce. Buffalo 
were seen by early settlers near Rainy river but have ,s.ince. disappeared. 
The common brown bear and the more rare and beautiful slhcel' fox are 
amoner the denizens of Northwestern Ontario. Beaver abound in the 
streal~s and creeks while the otter, ermine and mink are plentiful. 
Partridge, grouse and water fowl of all kinds are also extn'lllely plentiful. 

Settlement, 

The great advantage of this district, especially with regard to water 
and wood, over a prairie country, have attracted a number of .settlers 
from 0f orthern Dakota. Many of the settlers have been on theIr lands 
since 1874, and have good houses and barns, large clearances, good fences 
and well-bred stock. 



88 

Rainy River Lands at 50 Cents an Acre. 

Under an Order in Council, dated May 18, 1899, the Order in 
Council of October 1:2, 1889, appropriating the Rainy River lands as free 
grants, was revokeu, ~ except in regard to lots heretofore locat.ed, the 
locatees of which shall be entitled to complete settlement dutIes and 
obtain patents under the Rainy River Free Grants and Homesteads Act,) 
that the lots in the townships which have not heretofore been located, 
and the lots located, the locations of which have been or shall hereafter 
be cancelled, be opened for sale at 50 cents an acre, half cash, a~d the 
balance in two years, with interest at six per cent. per annum, subject to 
the conditions of actual residence upon the lands purchased for three 
years from the date of purchase, clearing and putting under culti,:ation 
ten acres in every hundred, and building a habitable house of the dImen
sions of 16x20 feet; also sub.iect to the pine timber regulati.on~, and that 
the quantity of land to be sold to anyone person shall be lImIted to 160 
acres. 

The surveys made in 1876 by the Dominion Government (on the one 
mile square section plan, the same as has been followed in the N orth
West), have been adopted by tlll' Ontario Legislature, which' legalized 
these surveys by the Act of lR86, and provided that any lands in the 
Rainy River District considered ,mitable for settlement and cultivation 
may, by Order in Council, be appropriated as Free Grants upon the 
terms specified. 

Colonization Roads and Bridges. 

Since the settlement of the boundary question, the Ontario Govern
IDent has adopted a liberal policy regaruing the construction of Coloniza
tiOl~ roads and bridges in the district About $70,000 has been expended 
dunng the last seven years on leading highways of the district, yiz. : 
the Rat Portage and Keewatin }load, the Rabbit Mountain and White 
Fish Lake Road, the Rainy River and othl'r Roads. The first is 
about fiye miles in length, and serves the towns of Rat Portao'e Keewatin 
and neighboring localities; the second is about thirty miks' lona and 
leads to the great silver mining district in the neiahborhood of and 
beyond Rabbit Mountain; while the third is Bome seve~ty miles in lenath 
and follows the course of Rainy river on the Canadian bank from F~rt 
Frances to the Lake of the Woods. 

. ~s to bridges, the Rat Portftge and Keewatin Road necessitated the 
b~Ildlllg of three larg~ bridges across the mn:in outlets of the Winnipeg 
R~ver. Two large bndges l:a,:,e also be.en b.l1llt :,cross t.he Kaministiquia 
RIver to develop both the mlllllla and farmllla mterests and durina the 

. f' 1 8c 7 98 1 . b b 'b sessIOn~ 0 .. ~ - ,t Ie _ LeE;"lslature vote~l over $50,000 for new mining 
rOT~d~, m addItIOn t.o $6,:>?0 for th.e extensIO~ awl repair of roads in t.he 
\\ <1bIgoon awl Ramy RIver agncnltural dIstricts. In the estimates of 
1~9~ about :it.HiJiOO was voted for colonization roads, and $7,400 for 
mmmg roads III the i:lalUe district. 

Centres of PopUlation. 

. Rat l'Ol:tage i.: the principal tuwn o~ the district. It has a population of 
ah)ut 7,000, mclmlmg Norman, n.ncllta.Vlllg a pushing spirit, is sure to grow. 
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It is a; divisional point of tltl' l.i. P. R., the principal port on the LaIn- of 
the \\ oods, has ,L larg'l' lum],,-j'lllo' awl ti~h exportinO" industrv and is the 

t fl" . J ~ b J' cen .re 0 a arge mll1111g" lllU u,.;try ns well. The prodigious wate]' power 
at the northern outId. of the Ln,ke ul" tllP Woods, which has hel:n devel
oped by arrangl'll1ent between the Keewal.in Millin'" amI Manufacturino' 

Company and the Ol~tt:rio Go.wrnment, will H, III t() t.he pro:-Jl"'rity of Rat 
Pod,:;:;',-. as \Yell as of I\.,eewatm and NOl'lmm. The two last nallll'(1 places 
are sltuate(1 neal' at hand. At the town ()f KCl'watin is the E'Ntabli.';]Jll1ent 
o! the La~e of the '.\-ood~ Milling Company, the lal'~cst flour mill in 
l nnnda. WIth a capac-It)' of 2,000 barrelN a day. A 1 );1,1'1'('1 factory, with an 
output of a thousand hun,IN a day, and l'lc\-ators, one of which will hold 
~OO,OOO bushels, are some of tIll' allied i1ll1ustries. Keewatin's popUlation 
IS about 1,500. ~ orman is situateclmidway between Keewatin and Rat 
Portag'c. The water power a\'ailable here is enormous, and there are 
excellent openings for factories of all kinds. The population is about 
800. All of thcse places are becoming favorably known as summer 
resorts. 

Rat Portage. 

From Report of rIr. Duncan Anderson to the rIinister of Agriculture, 
August 10th, 1898. 

"I yisited the town of Rat Portage, which is about eighty miles west 
from Dryden and 130 miles east of the city of Winnipeg. Rat Portage 
is the principal town between Lake Superior and Winnipeg. It has a 
population of between five and six thousand. Its citizens are a pushing, 
enterprising, public-spirited people. The town is growing rapidly. The 
buildings of later years are durably built and of modern design. The 
town is situated at the northern end of Lake of the Woods, and is a 
divisional point on the Canadian Pacific Railway; it is also the commer
cial and judicial centre for that part of Western Algoma. It is the 
shipping port of Lake of the Woods. All the telegraph poles, railway 
ties, fence posts, and in fact all the timber from the Rainy River country, 
including sawn lumber, passes through this point on its way weRt to 
Manitoba. The Lake of the Woods and its tributary lakes, rivers and 
streams abound in fish The fishing industry here has become one of 
considerable importance. so that Rat Portage, with its suburbs of Norman 
and Keewatin, is destined to become a very populous centre. These two 
villages are only a few miles from the town, with which they are con
nected by a good road, and in the summer steam ferry boats make hourly 
trips between these villages and Rat Portage At Keewatin there in an 
immense water power, partly developed. Hen' is situat<,d the Lake of 
the Woods mill, which is the largest flour mill in the Dominion, having a 
capacity of two thousand barrels a day, and ele\'rLtors tha~ wil~ hold 
nearly five hundred thousand bushels of wheat. The manu~acturmg of 
flour and its bye-products, bran and shorts, has become an Il1cluRtry.m 
which Rat Portage can permanently rely. In connection with the Hom 
mill there is a barrel and siding factory which turns out about one 
thousand flour barrels per day; also house siding, planed, matched and 
all ready to put on in four feet lengths, large quantities of which are 
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shipped to the Southern States. A few rods from ~he fI..our mill is 
situated the customs reduction works, where gold and slIver IS separated 
from the rock. A mill of this kind must materially tend to develop the 
mineral resources of this mining region, for they crush as 10:" as. ten ton 
lots. With a fishing, mining, lumbering and ma~ufacturll1g: ll1dustry, 
Rat Portage will be a centre of wealth and populatIOn that WIll always 
aftord a first-class market for the products of the farm. 

The Town of Fort Frances. 

Fort Frances is the principal settlement on Rainy River, a~d is. the 
market from which the mining sections of Rainy Lake and Seme RlVer 
are supplied with agricultural products. It is an ancient fort or post of 
the Hudson's Bay Company, and is delightfully situated at the head of 
navigation on Rainy River. The town plot, which is officially known as 
the tOwn plot of Alberton, was surveyed by the Dominion Government in 
1875 durinD' the construction of the Fort Frances locks and canal. The 
appe~rance "'of the woods on either bank of the River at Pither's Rapids 
just above the fort, where Rainy Lake empties into the River, is described 
as quite park-like. There is a magnificent grove of oaks, soft maples and 
ash at the Indian Agency at this point. 

The village of Fort Frances has made considerable growth during the 
past few years, and has ten stores and three hotels. A handsome new 
school building with four class rooms was erected in 1898 to accomodate 
the increasing juvenile population. The Roman Catholic, Church of 
England, Methodist and Presbyterian bodies have each a mission with 
ordained ministers in charge. Several new stores, as well as a number of 
new residences, are likely to be built this year. 

Owing to the proposed construction of the Ontario and Rainy River 
to Fort Frances during the summer of 1899, there is considerable enquiry' 
for real estate in the vicinity of the town, and but few town lots remain 
in the hands of the Government. There are about 2,500 acres of agri
cultural lands in the township of McIrvine adjoining the town, still for 
sale at $2 per acre. 

Owing to the increasing demand for agricultural products by the 
mining and lumbering camps, the prices for all kinds of produce are 
exceptionally high; at the time of writing (March nf lS99) hay is selling 
for $25 per ton, oats $1.10 per bushel, potatoes $1, butter 30c. and eggs 
35c. per doz.. A sll1~ll ~our mill with a capacity of 50 ba,rrels per day 
h~s j,';Gn bUIlt at BIg ]j orks, n, I':ettlcment. on the Rainy River about 16 
BuIes belo w Fort Frances. 

Hon. A. S. Hardy's Opinion . 

. Hon .. A. S .. Hard!, Premier <Ln,l Attorney-General of Ontario, said in 
~n ll1tervlew prmted ~~ t.he Globe concerning the Rainy River stretch: "It 
IS of unparalleled fe~·tll~tJ:" ~ know of,no s~~etch of eighty miles in Ont.ario 
that ~an compare ~Ith l~ ll11'1chness of fertIhty of soil. It is easily cleared, 
the tlmbe.r upon It bell1g of ~ec~nc1 growth, and the stumps are easily 
re~oved, ll1deed come out readIly ll1 about three years from the clearing. 
It IS capable of sustaining 500,000 people, perhaps more. The crops are 
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uniformly of the best quality, wheat running from 30 to 35 and 40 bushels 
per acre and othe;, grains in proportion. I have never seen early settlers 
more comfortabl~. Ooncermng the country traversed by the Port Arthur 
and Western RaIlway, Hon. Mr. Hardy said: "I was deliffhted to find that 
the railw.a;:- l:an. through some very' rich farming land~. The valley of 
the KanumstlqUla 3;nd ~urther we"t 3;nd south of the Whitefish valley 
show ~ome as fine SOlI as IS to be found m lUany of the finest counties of 
the .~l'ovince. ,Ye s~w here ~nd there crops growing indicating great 
fertIlIty and productive capn,cIty. As the road proceeds it reaches and 
runs through some of the richest iron producino. districts in the Dominion 
and it is thought it will ultimately prove a gr~at mineral road." ' 

Hon. John Dryden. 

In the :;ame paper, Hon. }Ir Dryden, ~Iinister of Agriculture, said: 
"As I told the people of Port Arthur and Fort Francis, there are some 
things they can grow up there that we cannot grow in the older parts of 
Ontario, and in which they can beat us. The clover does not seem to 
heave in the winter as ours does and is as good the third year, I was told, 
as the first. The all \'antage of this \yill be understood by practical farmers, 
because we think if we can raise a good crop of clover we can grow any
thing. Oorn grows up there much better than in Ontario county. I saw 
some eight feet high which had been sown on 7th June. They have fine 
roots, and I saw a field of turnips as good as I saw anywhere in my 
travels. In addition to that several settlers told me that they can grow 
two crops of timothy in one season. White clover grows wild on the 
roadside like our June grass and has bits of red clover in it, an unheard 
of thing down here. They can also grow good barley and spring wheat 
and vegetables of all kinds. These thin~s being established, I come to 
the conclusion that there is the opportunity there for the production of 
live stock as profitably as anywhere in the Dominion. It means that it 
is a O'ood dairyina country, and if I were a farmer in that district I would 

b 0 • " devote myself to that branch of farmmg. 

Mr. James Conmee, M.P.P. 

Mr. James Oonmee, M.P.P. for West Algoma, says: "The belt of good 
land is not confined to the valley of the river. but exte~ds northe?,sterly 
alonff the shore of the Lake of the Woods. and for a conSIderable dIstance 
along the northern shore of Rainy Lake. I estima.te t~e agricultural belt 
as equal to an area of 140 miles in leT~gth by 40 mllefl m WIdth, or 4,084,-
000 acres. There are other valleys of excellent land, but none flO large as 
the Rainy River valley. The valleys of tl~e Kawawiagan:og a?d Seine 
rivers emptying in Rainy Lake both con tam l:=trge areas O! a~'ncultural 
land. The same is true of Grassy and other nnrs emptymg mto Lake 
of the Woods." 

Mr. Wm. Margach. 

Mr. William Margach, Orown Timber Agent at Rat Portage, in a 
recent interview, says:- ..... 

"A great change has come over th~ Ramy ~lver DlSt~'lct dunng the 
past few years, not only by a natural mcrease m populatIOn, but a large 
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increase of practical farmers. The r~cent i~migration to the River has 
been largely from Ontario of experIenced farmers, and as a resul~ there 
have been more improvements during the last .five years than ~urmg t.he 
ten years before. A grist mill is running at BIg Forks. E~o IS a thnv
inO' YilJage with a hotel, two general stores and two saw nlllls. Another 
village is growing at Pine Rinr, where ther~ are a:lso hotels and stores, 
and other settlements are forming at convement pomts. 

Regarding labor, Mr. Margach asserts that there is no. part ?f Ontario 
where higher wages are paid for labor than along the ~amy RIVer. T~e 
lumber camps employ from 500 to 700 men every wI.nter, and there IS 
labor for the horses in the camps in hauling logs and tIes. 

There is no part of the River that is not fairly well supplied with 
schools and the schoolhouses haye been built sufficiently large to enable 
them to be used as churches. The Government has for years spent large 
sums for colonization roads as fast as settlement has warranted, and the 
work upon these has been performed by the settlers after their sp~ing 
farm work is completed. During the summer of 1899, over $24,000 IS to 
be expended on colonization and mining roads, which will furnish well 
remunerated labor for a large number of men and teams. 

As t.o the crops, ~Ir. l\largach asserts that there has been no failure 
for the past seven years. The ground is easily cleared, being lightly tim
bered, and although portions of the land is wet. the fact that the river is 
so much lower than its banks makes drainage comparatively easy. Stumps 
are removed without difficulty. An evidence of the prosperity of the 
farmers on the Canadian side of the river is had in the fact that they use 
the most improved farm machinery. And there is lots of good land left, 
added Mr. Margach. The agricultural lands of the Rainy River District 
are not only as fertile as any to be found in Ontario, and they will yet be 
the homes of a large and prosperous community, especially when the 
railway taps Rainy lake and river from the south and east. 

I know of no other part of the Province of Ontario in which there 
is 80 miles in length and 10 miles in width of good fertile land, free from 
stone and easily drained as the Rainy River section. The land on the 
valley of the river is what might be termed flat land, the river and 
streams of which are so much below the general formation of the land 
that t~ere is no trouble in draining it. The land here is well timbered, 
r~ndermg employment to the farmers ouring the winter in the making of 
tIes and cedar posts. These are low priced lands, and the fact of a rail
way now being in course of construction through the country should 
make them eagerly sought after, as it will doubtless increase the value 
of both land and timber. 

The home marke~ has .been good by reason of the close proximity of 
the lumber camps, wInch gIve employment both to man and beast in the 
v.:inter at high ~age~. The c.amps are within a day's drive from the 
nver 80 th~t no t~me IS lost gomg to ano fro from them. 

The clImate lS good for the production of all kinds of O'rain and 
roots.. The water is excellent, there being neither lime nor alkali found 
therem. The lake~ and rivers abo~nd in fish, the fishing industry giving 
e~ployment to qUlte a number ot men. The country is well supplied 
":lth schools and churches, and doctors are to be found in a number of 
VIllages. 
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Means of Access. 

Ra~t Portage TOll th.e Canad~an Pacitic at the northern extremity of 
the, Lake of the''.oods IS the pomt to aun for. It is ,lii:ltant by rail from 
Toront~ 1,l~4 lll~h's. Fr?lIl Rat Portage to Rainy Lake i,'\ 1:-;0 miles. 
Tge Ramy lwer IS 80 mlk~ long and the length of the Lake of the 
"\, oods from north to oSouth l~ 1UO mile,.,. The steamboat fare for an 
adult from Rat Portage to Rainy Lake iN low. A fine new stealller has' 
recently been placed on this route. 

Report From William Stephenson, Crown Lands Agent, Big Forks. 

Ml:. \rilliam ~tephenson, Crown Lands Agent, at Big Forks, for the 
t?wnshlp.3 o! A.yleswort~l, Crozier, Carpenter, Devlin, Dobie Lash, Rod
dICk and "o.odyatt, wntes, under date of March 4, 1809, the following 
report regardmg settlement, market, 1 uotations, list of schools, shops, etc. : 

MARKETS. 

In respect to this part of the Rainy River district, there has been a 
large number of settlers located on these lands, some two hundred and 
thirty in all this past year (1898). There is good reason to believe that 
a large number will be in as soon as navigation opens, as a number of 
those who have located land are sending for their friends. This has been 
a good winter for employment, making railway ties, logging and cutting 
cordwood. There has been employment for all who wished to work. 
Prices for all products of the farm has been and are exceptionally good. 
Oats are 75 cents to 85 cents per bushel. 'Vheat :31. Potatoes 75 cents 
per bushel, and going up. Timothy hay ;J;l~ per ton at the farmer's barn, 
in fact there is a ready market and good prices for all products of the 
farm. Hogs dressed are worth from $10 to S12 per 100 pounds. Beef 
dressed :310 per 100 pounds. Fresh eggs 30 cents per dozen. I ha\'e 
traveled considerably and know of no place on the continent of America 
where a man with small capital and a large amount of energy can more 
easily make a comfortable home and an indepemlent living. There is no 
question of the fertility of the land. It only wants working, and our 
markets are right at home with every prORpect of an increasing demand 
for all farm products as the gold mines develop in the Rainy Lake Dis
trict. The Government are spending thousands of dollars. eyery t;ummer 
in makincr roads throucrh the district, and as the work is done by the 
settlers, itgives them e~ployment during part of th~ sUll1m:~r. Mechan.ics 
are well represented in all branches. They combme theIr trade With 
farming. The Rainy River Railway, now being built, will be another 
source of profit to the farmer, in addi.tion to ~he farm produc~s .. It will 
be a market for railway ties, bridge tImber, pIles and other bmldmg tim
ber, and will open up the country to the settlers. 

~CHOOL~. 

We have schools where there are :mfficient chilclren to warrant, as 
follows: School house at Crozier Mills, township of Crozier; school 
house on the south-east quarter of section 9, township of Devlin; school 
house at junction of Rainy River Road and Devlin Eoad, \Voodyatt; 
school house on lot 24, River Range (Big Forks), Aylsworth; school house 



on north-west quarter of section 3, also o~e in the Village of ~mo, both in 
Lash; school house in course of erectIOn on the town hne be~,,:een 
Shenston and Dobie. All the school houses are used for rehglOUs 
purposes. 

STORES, MILLS, ETC. 

Barwick has two general stores, also a post office. The Village of 
Emo is a stirring, busy place, containing two saw. mills, two well-stoc~ed 
general stores, a large hotel, post office, blac~smith shop, hardware, tm
smith, shoemaker and carpenter shops, besIdes the school house Il:nd 
church. Big Fork has a grist and saw mill, !l. general store, blacksmIth 
shop, carpenter shop, post office, harness maker and Orown Land ?ffice 
and school house. We have a post office at Isherwood and a saw mIll at 
Crozier. 

UNLOCATED LANDS. 

There is unlocated land in Aylsworth, 1,468 acres; Crozier, 7,604 
acres; Carpenter, 12,623 acres; Devlin, 5,8i6 acres; Dobie, 10,56~ acres; 
Lash, 5,990 acres; Roddick, 644 acres; ,V oodyatt, 677 acres. 

I bave no returns of the areas of lands in the township of Burriss. 
There are at time of writing forty-five applications. Allowing each 
applicant 160 acres it will make '7,200 acres applied for. The balance of 
the townsbip is unlocated. 

::Uechanics are plentiful. I know of no branch where an artisan 
could make a living unless he combined his trade with farming. 

Letters From Bona=Fide Settlers in Rainy River District 

An:lTsl' AUEHBACH, Big Forks: Concerning my opinion of the 
Rainy River District I would say that I have lived on a river lot for over 
eleven years, and am here to stay. The soil is good and the climate, 
although pretty cold in winter, vl'ry healthy. A man can readily find 
sale, at good pricl's, for all hl' raises. 'With proper cultivation the· soil 
will produce gooel, paying crops. There are good schools all through this 
district. The new settlers are invariably pleased with their new home. 
The old settlers, havillg' ten or fifteen years ago no means to speak of, 
are getting alon;;' well, nearly all of them baving good barns, dwellings, 
st?ck, etc I have no hesitation in saying that any experienced farmer, 
wIth even moderate means, coming to this country in order to make a 
new home for himself, will It,tH' good success. 

OTTO HElllnrAN, Big Forks: After a residence of thirteen veal'S on 
the banks of Rainy Rinl', I can say that I am well satisfied ~ith this 
part of Ontario. The land is very fertile, producing good crops when 
well worked. The markets are good for all a farmer can produce. One 
remarkable fact is that anyone leavirw tbe district invariably returns to 
it again. b 

C. R. LANGf-lTAFF, .Emo, P.O,.: I would say that my experience. and 
what I have observed III others, IS that any man who has good health 
and is not afraid to put his shoulder to the wheel, can make a success 
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here, either as farmer, mechanic, laborer nr merchant. Of course he has 
got to keep right at hi>; occupation and attend to the same whatever it 
may be, and if he does he is bound to make a success. I ~ame here in 
the mo~th of. October, 1t-lDl, and opened up a small store at this place in 
connectIOn WIth my partner, Mr. E. J. Boucher. At that time there was 
no other building in sight besides the one we occupied. I enclose you a 
photograph of Emo, taken last summer, which shows the advancement 
this place has made since my arriyal here. The settlement has increased 
over seventy-fiye per cent. : ruads have been built churches erected and 
school is taught the full term, and the large majo~'ity of the settler~ are 
prosperous and happy. Of course, as is to be found in all communities 
some are dissatisfied. ' 

I have done considerable at farming since cominO' here and I find 
grain of all kinds do well. I have grown for a first ~rop s~venty-four 
bushel of oats to the acre. Timothy and clover grow in abundance, two 
ton of hay per acre being an average yield. Vegetables of all kinds do 
well and are of good quality. Watermelons and tomatoes ripen in the 
open garden. N ow that the Ontario and Rainy River Rail way is in 
sight, and no doubt that it will be built in the near future, I think any 
man who is thinking of moving to a new country cannot do better than 
visit Rainy River and examine the soil, and learn the advantages for 
himself. 

D. D .. McLEAN, Big Forks: I came into Rainy River District four 
years ago last }lay, and took up a claim three years ago. I have found 
the soil easily cleared and very fertile. I have grown wheat, oats and 
corn and find the soil admirably adapted for all three. This is one of 
the best, if not the best, countries in the world for growing potatoes. I 
had last summer a late crop sown on the fourth of July and they turned 
out splendid. This shows that, although our season is short, the rapid 
growth more than balances things in our favor. To any young lllan who 
is not afraid of work and is desirous of making a home, I would say that 
I do not think he can do better than give this district a trial. 

ROBERT '\Y.HSOX, Isherwood P.O.: I came to Rainy River in the 
spring of 1:-;96 with wife and family of five, two sons gr.owI~ up. V!e 
had a small stock of horses, cattle, pigs and poultry to })egm pIOneer lIfe 
in the bush. Located on river front seven and a half miles from Fort 
Francis. Homestead all bush One son, located in Devlin township, is 
very comfortable and independent. I have never regretted coming here; 
both places are now sufficiently improved to get our deed, having good 
frame buildings thJreon. No tract of land in " Ol~ Ontario" of the area 
of this valley can compare with it for dept? of SOlI and. all-round pro
ductiveness this is almost invariably admItted. Our wmter work for 
men or hor~es is remunerative, in fact almost too much so, as chopping 
on the homestead is often neglected in winter to obtain the ready dollal.~ 
a day and board for man, or $2.50 and found for team. 

The industrious man with a slight knack of that trade of trades, 
land clearing, nee(l have no fear of succes~. Rainy River is no Utopia. 
The man who will be chased by a mosqmto should never come, but the 
stout of heart ignore so puny an ad:ersa:ry, and .prevail. T~e 0 .. & R.. R. 
railroad about to be constructed WIll gIve an Impetus to ImmIgratIOn 
sufficient to occupy the best and most desirable locations during the forth-
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. season The prices for clearing land are variable, according to 
~:~~f and n~ture of bush, runniI;g al~ the way from $3.00 to $25.00 per 

O ce cleared and seeded wIth tImothy and clover, twelve succes-acre. n . h 
sive cuttinO's is not unusual. Stones are at a premIUm ere. " 

Our r:arkets are the highest in Americ~ for farm produce, outsIde 
of the Klondy ke. At date of writing the prIces are as under: Potatoes, 
$1.00 per bushel; oats, 90c. per bushel; beef, by the quarter, 8c. per lb. 
pork, lOco per 11.; hay, $15.00 a.ton. 

Lumber camps and gold mlIles consum~ far more tha~ we can pr?
duce. We look for lower prices on completIOn of the raIlway, b~t WIll 
continue to have freight rates and shippers profits to add to prIces at 
outside points, east or west. 

F. W. STUART, Fort Francis, Ont.: Referring to the agriculturalsec
tion of Rainy River, would say that I have been a resident thereof for 
the past three summers and almost two winters. The climate is all that 
any reasonable man could desire. I have expended now over ten 
thousand dollars of my hard earnings in purchasing and improving land 
here and if I wished to invest more there is no other place in Canada in 
whidh I have seen better prospects for good returns. The land is espec
ially adapted for farming aI:d lies convenient to :oller' fiour mil!s, saw 
mills and other advantages 1Il Emo and Fort FrancIs, rar.ely found m new 
sections. I am not a tenderfoot but know what life in new sections 
means and must say in few words, that considuring everything, this is 
the best I have ever seen. 

J. C. MelooR, Fort Francis, Ont.: I will give you my "iews as to 
what I know of this Rtiny HiveI' District. I have been over a great 
part of Oanada and other places, and I venture to say that in none of 
them can be found the same advantages. ,\T e hrLYe a good climate and a 
soil that cannot be surpassed in any country, well watered and good 
timber of medium size, wheat, oats and other cereals, as well as potatoes 
and vegetables, and all things will compare favoratJly with any other 
place that I know of. I have no hesitation in saying that in no other 
place that I have visited is there the same opportunity for an industrious 
person to make a good comfortable living a'3 there is here. Crops have 
never been known to fail, there is a good market, the gold mining camps 
buy everything that the settlers can grow at goo(l prices. I am very 
certain that in two years from date there will be no free land to be had 
in this part of the district, as settlers are coming in very fast from all 
parts. 

S. ROGER~, Emo, On~.: I have been here for about one year, but 
have seen con~lderable of the country, and previous to coming here I have 
travelled consIderably through other places, but have no hesitation in 
saying that for a person who wishes to farm and make a home there is 
no place which I have seen which offers better advantaO'es. The soil is 
unsurpassed in any country, ":,ith a good market for all kinds of grain 
and ,:egeta:bles at excellc'nt pnces. The country is well watered, and has 
suffiCIent tImber .for .all purposes. The people here have never had a 
suyplus of anythmg m the way of grain, hay, vegetables or meats, and 
WIll not be able to supply the demand for years, on account of the rapid 
de;Telopr.nent of the gold mining industries on the Lake of the Woods, 
Seme RIver and other places in the district. 
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JOHN LOCKHART ~ SON, E~no, O?t.: I came to this country three 
years ago last March wIth the IntentIOn of erectinO' a small saw and 
shingle mil.l to supply lumber and shingles for the Seine RiYer gold fields. 
But becomIng .acquainted with the wants of the people we erected a four 
story. flour Hull, the wry best merchant mill, complete in its system, 
capacIty 50 bbls. Our saw: mill is capable of turning out twenty thous
and feet, board measure, In ten hours. Custom sawing, $3.00; narrow 
matched, $4.00; lumber in the rough, $7.00 to $10.00; lumber, fine dress· 
ing, ~16.~0 to ~20.00. One million feet (If custom logs in the yard, and 
the firm IS ta~ll~g out h.?'lf ll1ilJi~n white pine. Cost of milling plant, 
$20,000. ThIS IS tlll' finest agncultural land I have eYer seen. 1his 
country will produce more wheat and clover than any country in the 
east of Ontario, even the celebrated county of Bruce. 

. (Judg~) JA)I.ES ROBINSON, Rat PJrtage, stipendiary magistrate, Dis
tnct of Rall1Y Riyer: In reply to your question of what I thouaht of 
the Rainy Ri Yel' yalley as a field for settlement, I beg to state: h 

That having a residence of fifteen years in the district, a large por
tion of \vhich my duties ha\-e necessitated trips up the Rainy River two 
or three times a year, I haw had an opportunity of judging the capa
bilities of the district as a field for settlement, and I unhesitatingly say 
that I consider this district affords a better field for settlers than any 
other portion of Canada that I know of. The district has such varied 
industries-fishing, lumbering, mining-involving an e\'er increasing 
trad!-'on the lake, that all agricultural produce raised finds a ready and 
profitable market at the farmer's door. The district, owing to the water 
stretches, is easily accessible. In no country under the sun is life and 
property so safe as in Canada, and our school system is the best in the 
world. The settlers coming in are the very best, /01' the reason that they 
are Canadians and Americans. 

n. BIDDISON: "Cabbage 12 to 14 Ibs., started from seed, not sets. 
230 bush. of potatoes on one quarter acre." 

\YM. PHAIR, Merchant and Farmer: "Produced last year 49 bush. of 
Fife wheat per acre j 270 bush. of oats on four acres. Clover seeded down, 
12 years cutting, two crops every year. Last year it was exceptionally 
good. Between two and three tons of timothy per acre; first crop cut 
Garly in June, second crop early in September, equally as good." 

THOS. S. LUNDY, Emo, Ont.: "The soil on Rainy River cannot be 
surpassed. You can sow barley on new ground, harrow it .as late as the 
middle of July and get a good crop. Duncan Reed, my neIghbor, sowed 
two bags of wheat, about 4 bushels, result 96 bushels. Whe:e the ground 
is properly cultivated, I do.n't care what you plant you .wIll get a c~·,op. 
Fall and spring wheat does Immense. Plenty of pastnre In the bush. 

Mr. WILLIAM KENNEDY, a Rainy River Farmer, says: "He raised last 
year, on one acre of ground, 350 bushels of potatoes of mar~et~ble size, 
all of which were picked over in the field and sacked for wergillng. All 
were fine and large. On a neighboring farm a man got a half bushel of 
potatoes out of one hill, of which six weighed t~en~y-one pounds. On 
an eighth of an acre 75 bushels were grown whlC~ IS at the rate \If 600 
bushels per acre. Onions were grown on a patch of ground that YIelded 
at the rate of 400 bushels to the acre. Peas, beans, cabbage and all vege
tables grow in profusion, while fine ripe tomatoes and small fruits are 
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also grown. Wheat and oats of an excellent. quality are grown at the 
rate of about 50 to 60 bushels per acre: St~ndIllg ~ats have been. mea
sured and found to be 6 feet 4 inches III heIght. TImothy sown III the 
spring and cut in the fall grow to a height of 4 feet 6 inches and at about 
3 tons to the acre. Everything grows in fine style." 

Freight Rates. 

Freight rates on car loads, 20,000 Ibs. of settler's effects to Rat Port
age are quoted as follows: 

From Gretna . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . ... . 
" Montreal, Toronto and ,\\1indsor ...... . 
" S. S. ~larie ....................... . 

Chicago .......................... . 
" Duluth via Gretna . . . . . .. . ........ . 

Port Arthur ....................... . 
Fort William ..... , ............... . 

$10 00 
65 00 
52 00 
67 50 
27 50 
14 90 
14 65 

For less than 20,000 Ibs. 65c. per 100 Ibs. Less than car loads will 
be understood to mean only household goods, farm machinery, imple
ments and tools (second hand). 

Rat Portage is the chief town in the Rainy River District and is the 
most accessible point of entrance. It is 300 miles northwest of Port 
Arthur. The Navigation Co's, of which there are three or four lines, 
will take passengers and settler's effects to Emo or any point on the river 
at the following rates: Passengers, $2.65; in companies of ten, $2. 
Children under ten, free. Freight, $5 per ton, including transportation 
from car to boat and everything. Car load rates, per 20,000 pounds, 
about one-third off. 

The following from Hon. Wm. Patterson, Minister of Customs, 
Ottawa, respecting the importation of cattle and hogs by settlers: 

"Section 23.-Settler's cattle when accompanied by certificate of 
health, admitted without detention; when not accompanied by certificate 
they must be inspected. Section 25.-Any cattle found tuberculous to 
be returned to the United States, or killed without indemnity." The 
same law applies to swine. 
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The Route of the Rainy River Railway. 

Suryeyors ~ave f?r some. time past been at work definitely locating 
he :rropos.ed RalllY: RIYt'r Rallroa~. If the present survey be followed, 

the hne wIll cross t~om the Amencan side into the township of Atwood 
on lot 24, a short dIstance below Hughes & Atkinson's saw mill. The 
road is not yet located to Rainy Lake, but a line running east and west, 
north of the township of Crozier, and running westward from two to 
four miles north of Rainy River, will probably be the route chosen. It 
is thought that this portion of the road will not be constructed during 
the season of 1899, as the heavy work east of Rainy Lake will probably 
take two years. This latter portion of the proposed line will open a 
section of country to settlement equally as good if not better than the 
lands bordering the River itself. 

The completion of the railway will aha afford a better opportunity 
of delivering timber of all kinds along the Rainy RiYer. Settlers who 
hereafter take up timberellland will have a chance of a remunerative 
short haul for their products. The Crown Timber Agent at Rat Portage 
reports that there were about 153,000 ties taken out. by farmers along 
the Rainy River in 1898, besides a large quantity of cedar posts and 
telegraph poles (which were all clear of dues). Pulpwood is steadily in
creasing in value, and this fact alone will be an inducement for settlers 
to select these timbered lands in preference to prairie country. He esti
mates that two-thirds of the timber on Rainy River is suitable for pulp. 
The larger sized poplar is also used in the manufacture of stave bolts, 
which find a ready market. 

It is estimated that 200,000 ties, 5,000 telegraph poles, 3,000 piles 
and 5,000 cords of wood will be cut on lands occupied by actual settlers 
in the Rainy River District during 1899. 

There are large sections of good agricultural lands east of Fort 
Frances, especially along the river. valleys, wh~ch will no do.ubt 1;>e .taken 
up, with the advent of the new r~Ilway, the tImber ~~re bemg SImIlar to 
that on Rainy River, though not m such large quantItIes. 

The mining industry has assumed s?ch pr~portions in the vi?inity of 
the Seine River as to make a gradually mcreaslllg market for skIlled and 
unskilled labor. As to the fish industry, the railway will open up a district 
of lakes and rivers hitherto inaccessible, where merchantible fish abound. 
The eastern portion of the road will. pass through the rich iron range, 
commencing at Atik-Okan and runnmg east to Shebandawan through 
immense deposi, of iron. 



PART VI. 

REGULATIONS 

UNDER THE 

FREE GRANTS AND HOnESTEADS ACT. 

Per.~ons desirinG' to take the benefit of the Free Grants Act must 
apply to the Crown Lands Agent for the district in which they. intend to 
settle. The agent will give them information as to what land ~s open .for 
settlement, and will furnish them with printed forms of affidavIts whICh 
are necessary to be made by the applicants. 

On being properly located by a Crown Lands Agent and cn perform
ance of settlement duties, a single man over eighteen, or a married man, 
without children under eighteen residing with him, or the female head of 
a family having children under eighteen residing with her, is entitled to 
a free grant of 100 acres. If the 100 acres selected consists of a con
siderable portion of rock, swamp or waste land, the Commissioner of 
Crown Lands may make an allowance for such waste land, and may 
increase the quantity of land located to any number of acres not exceeding 
200 acres. The male head of a family having a child or children under 
eighteen residing with him or her may be located for 200 acres as a free 
grant. And such male head of a family is permitted to purchase another 
100 acres at fifty cents per acre cash, at the time of location. 

In the townships which are laid out in sections or lots of 320 acres 
or 160 acres, the locatee will be entitled only to 160 acres, and he or she 
may purchase another 160 acres for fifty cents an acre cash. 

Upon being located, the locatee may enter and improve his land, 
and he is required to do so within one month. 

Settlement duties as follows must be performed by all locatees and 
purchasers . 

. (1) At least fifteen acres to be cleared and had 'nnder cultivation, of 
whwh two acres at least are to be cleared and cultivated annually during 
the five years. 

(~) To have built a habitable house, at least 16 by '!dO feet in size. 
(3) A ncl to. ha'l'e resided act1wlly and continuously upon and culti

vated the land jor five years after location and thence to the issue ot the 
patent. 

The locatee, however, may be absent from the land on business 01: at 
work for not more. than six months in anyone year. 

Where the locatee owns two lots the improvement may be made on 
either or both. 

A locatee purchasing ~n additional 100 acres must within five years 
clear fifteen acres and cultivate the same. If the. lot is adjacent to the 
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lot ?n ~hich he resides. the pat~nt may issue for the purchased lot at the 
eXpIratIOn of t~e the tIme reqUIred by law, provided he has thirty acres 
cleared upon hIS homestead. 

The pine trees and minerals are not sold to the free grant settler, 
but the set~le~ has the privilege of cutting pine in the course of clearing, 
also f.or bUlI~mg purposes and fencing upon this lot. If he sells any of 
the pme. cut m the course of clearing he must pay timber dues upon it. 
On the Issue of the patent, the title to the pine remains in the Orown 
but the patentee is ~ntitled to receive one-t?ird of the timber dues paid 
by the lIcensee on pme cut on the patentee s lot after the 30th of April 
next following the issue of the patent. 

On the 30th of April next following the location of any lot, the right 
of the ~imber licensee to cut any timber other than pine on the settler's 
lot ceases. 

Holders of timber licenses have the right to haul timber over the 
uncleared portion of any land located or sold, to make roads for that pur
pose, to use all slides, portages and roads and to have free access to all 
streams and lakes. 

The Crown reserves the right to construct on any land located or 
sold, any colonization road or any deviation from the Government allow
ance for road; and to take without compensation any timber, gravel or 
material required for such road. 

Before the issue of the patent, any assignment or mortgage of a 
homestead is invalid. This does not apply to devise by will nor to trans
fer of land fur church, cemetry, or school purposes or the right of way of 
railroads. 

After the issue of the patent and within twenty years from location, 
any conveyance, mortgage or alienation by a locatee will be invalid unless 
it be by deed in which his wife is one of the grantors. But if the wife is 
a lunatic, or living apart from her husband for two years, uncier such 
circumstances as disentitle her to alimony, or if the wife has not been 
heard of for seven years, a Judge of the High Oourt may order that her 
concurrence be dispensed with. 

The land is not liable for debts created he fore the issue of the patent. 
The land while owned by the locatee, his widows, heirs, or devisees 

is exempt, for twenty years after location, from liability f?r d~bts, except 
debts secured by mortgage made after the issue of the patIent,jand except 
from sale for taxes.·:~ 

When a locatee dies whether before or after issue of patient, leaving 
a widow, she is entitled' to take the land during her widowhood unless 
she prefers to take her dower instead. 

Townships in Algoma open for Location under the 
Act. 

The following townships have been opened for location as free 
grants: 

POWASSAN AGENCY.-Hardy, Himsworth, Nipissing, Laurier, Patter
son, Chisholm. Agent, J. S. Scarlett, Powassan, Onto 
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The route from Toronto is by Grand Trunk Rail way; from easte:n 
points by Canadian Pacific to North Bay, thence by Grand Trunk RaIl-
way to Powassan. . ' 

MATTAWA AGENcY.-Bonfield, Calvin, Ferns, Mattawan, Papmeau. 
AO"ent --- Mattawa, Ont, 

o The route from Toronto to Mattawa is by the Grand Trunk Railway 
to North Bay, thence by Canadian Pacific. 

THESSALON AGENCY.-Plummer. Agent, W. L. Nichols, Thessalon. 
The route is from Toronto to Collingwood or Owen Sound by rail

way, thence by steamer; or from Toronto by Grand Trunk Railway to 
North Bay, thenc') by Canadian Pacific. 

ST. JOSEPH ISLAND AGENCY.-St. Joseph Island. Agent, George 
Hamilton, Richard's Landing, Onto 

SAULT STE. MARIE AGENcY.-Korah, Parke, Prince. Agent, V\Tm. 
Turner, Sault Ste. Marie, Onto 

Lands in Algoma and Nipissing open for Sale. 

Under an Order in Council, dated May 18, 1899, the price of lands 
in Algoma, heretofore sold at 20 cents an acre, was increaser! to 50 cents 
an acre cash, or 60 cents on time, viz.: One-third cash, balance in two 
years with interest at 6 per cent. per year, subject to the usual conditions 
of actual settlement and cultivation, and as to all the regulations in force 
affecting pine or other timber, and subject also to the condition that no 
greater quantity of land than 160 acres shall be sold to anyone person 
unless the Commissioner of Crown Lands shall deem it in the public 
interest to increase the area in any particular case to an area not exceed
ing 320 acres. 

THESSALON AGENcY.-Bright and Bright Additional, Coffin and 
Coffin Additional, Day, Galbraith, Gladstone, HouQ"hton, Johnson, Kirk
wood, Lefroy, Parkinson, Patton, Rose, Tarbutt and Tarbutt Additional, 
Thompson, Wells. Agent, Wm. L. Nichols, Thessalon, Onto 

SPANISH RIVER AGENCY.-Victoria, Hallam, Salter, May, Shedd on. 
Agent. David M. Brodie, Massey Station, Onto 

Massey Station is on the Sault Ste. Marie Branch of the Canadian 
Pacific Railway. 

The lands in the following townships in the Districts of Nipissing 
and Alg~ma are open for sale at 50 cents per acre, one-half cash and the 
balance m two years wi.th interest at six per cent., subject to the condi
tions of (1) actual residence on the land purchased for four years from 
date of purchase; C2) clearing and putting under cultivation ten acres 
for every 100 purchased; (3) building a habitable house 16x20 ft. at 
least. Pine trees are reserved from such sales until the 30th April next 
following the issue of the patents: 

STURGEON FALLS AGENcY.-Caldwell, Springer, McKim. Agent, J. 
D. Cockburn, Sturgeon Falls, Onto 
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Sturgeon Falls is a station on the Canadian Pacific west of the 
Northern and Pacitic Junction. 

SUDBURY AGENcY.-Balfour, Dowling, Rayside. Agent, Thos. J. 
Ryan, Sudbury, Onto 

Sudbury is a station on the C. P. R., at the junction of the main line 
with the Sault branch. 

Railway Lands for Sale. 

Under t?e Railway Aid Act, 1889, the undermentioned townships 
have been wlthrawn from the Free Grants Act and set aside to be sold, 
the proceeds to be applied to forming a fund to recoup the Province in 
respect of moneys expended in aiding railways. 

The terms of sale are: 'Yhen such lands possess a mineral value 
they will be sold as the prices set forth in the Mines Act, which see. 
When suited for agricultural purposes the lands will be sold at $2 per 
acre, payable one-third in cash and the ba.lance in two equal annual in
stalments with interest at six per cent. The purchaser will be entitled 
to a patent at the expiration of two years from the date of sale upon 
completion of settlement duties, viz: two years' actual occupation; clear
ing and having undpr crop ten acres for every 100 acres; and the erec
tion of a habitable house 16x20 ft. at least. The pine and minerals are 
reserved except ,,,hat pine may be necessary to the purchaser for building 
and fencing. 

SPANISH RIVER AGENCY.-Baldwin, South half of Nairn, Foster, 
South half of Lorne, Merritt. Agent, David M. Brodie, Massey Station, 
Onto 

STlTIWEON FALLS AGENCY.-Widdifield. Agent, J. D. Oockburn, 
Sturgeon Falls, Onto 

Rainy River Lands for Sale. 

Under an Order in Council, dated May 18, 1889, the Order of Coun
cil of October 12, 1889, appropriating the Rainy RivPr lands as free 
grants, was revoked (except in regard to lots heretofore located, the 
locatees of which shall be entitled to complete settlement duties and 
obtain patents under the Rainy River and Free Grants and Homesteads 
Act); that the lots in the townships which have not heretofore been 
located, and the lots located, the locations of which haye been or shall 
hereafter be cancelled, be opened for sale at 50 cents an acre, half cash, and 
the balance in two years, with interest at six per cent. per annum, sub
ject to the conditions of actual residence upon the land~ purchased f~r 
three veal'S from the date of purchase, clearmg and puttmg under culb
vatioU:- ten acres in every hundred, and building a habitable house of the 
dimensions of 16x20 feet; also subject to the pine timber regulations, 
and that the quantity of land to be sold to anyone person shall be 
limited to 160 acres. 
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The following townships are now open for location upon the above 
terms: Curran, Atwood, Blue, Worthington, Nelles, Oarpent~r, Dilke, 
Pattullo, Morley, S. of Morley, Ta.it, Shent?n, Rose"?ery, BarwIck, Lash, 
Aylsworth, Devlin, Woodyatt, OrozIer, RoddIck, Doble. 

Agents for Sale and Location of Lands. 

Wm. Oampbell, Rainy River, P. 0., a~ent for the townsh~ps o~ Rose
bery, Shenston, Tait, Pattullo, Morley, DIlke, Nelles, Blue, "orthmgton, 
Ourran and Atwood. 

William Stephenson, Big Forks P.O., agent for the townships of 
Barwick, Lash, Aylsworth, Devlin, Woodyatt, Orozier, Roddick, Oar
penter and Dobie. 

E. A. Ohapman, Rat Portage, who will furnish intending settlers 
with the number of lots open for location. 

0. J. Hollands, Fort Frances P.O., agent for sale of lands in 
township of McIrvine and government town plot of Alberton (Fort 
Frances.) 

Wabigoon Lands. 

The land in the Wabigoon country is open for sale at 50 cents per 
acre, half cash down, and the balance in three equal annual instalments 
at 6 per cent., subject to the following conditions :-

(1) Actual residence on the land purchased for at least six months in 
each of the three years, or for two years continuously. 

(2) Olearing and putting under cultivation 10 per cent. of the land 
purchased. 

(3) Building a habitable house of not less than 16x20 feet. 

The amount of land each applicant may purchase shall not exceed 
160 acres; but if the head of a family, the applicant may purchase 240 
acres. As soon as the land has been fully paid for and all the conditions 
of settlement have been fulfilled, the purchaser may obtain his patent. 

The Orown Lands Agent for this section is A. E. Annis, Dryden, Onto 
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Temiscamingue Lands. 

At the head of Lake TemiscaminO'ue townships have been surveyed 
and laid out as follows: " 

TOWNSHIPS ~SURYEYED.-Lorraine. Bucke, Hudson, Dymond, Harris, 
Casey, Harley, Kerns, Henwood, Bryce, Beauchamp, Armstrong, Hilliard, 
Bt'ethour, Ingram, Evanturel, Dack, Robillard, Sharp, Savltrd, Chamber
lain, Marter, Pacaud, Marquis, Blair. 

OPEN FOR SETTLE)[ENT.-Bucke, Dymond, Hudson, Casey, Harris. 
Agent: John Armstrong, Thornloe, Onto 

Terms of Purchase. 

The land in the five last-named townships is open to purchade by 
bona fide settlers at the price of fifty cents per acre, one-half cash and the 
balance in two yearly instalments with interest, subject to the following 
conditions: 

Actual residence upon the land purchased for four years from the 
date of purchase, clearing and having under cultivation and crop at least 
ten acres for every hundred licres, and building a habitable house at 
least sixteen feet by twenty feet, such condition to be fulfilled before 
issue of patent; also subject to the following regulations respecting pine 
timber: All pine trees growing or being upon the said land so sold shall 
be considered as reserved from such sale, and such land shall be subject 
to any timber license covering or including such land in force at the time 
of such sale, or granted or renewed within four years from the date of 
such sale, or granted or renewed prior to the filling of the proof of the 
completion of the settlement duties in the Department of Crown Lands 
and such trees may be cut and removed from such land under the 
authority of any such timber licenses, while lawfully in force; but the 
purchaser at such sale, or those claiming under him, may cut and use 
such rees as may be necessary for the purpose of building and fencing 
on the land so purchased, and may also cut and dispose of all trees required 
to be removed in actually clearing said land for cultivation; but no pine 
trees, except for the necessary building and fencing as aforesaid, shall be 
cut beyond the limit of such actual clearing, before the issuing of the 
patent for such lands, and all pine trees so cut and disposed of (except 
for the necessary building and fencing as aforesaid), shall be subject to 
the payment of the same dues as are at the time payable by the holders 
of licenses to cut timber or sawlogs. Provided, however, that this order 
shall not apply to any land to be sold as mining land under "The 
General Mining Act of 1869," and amendments thereto. 

Preservation of Forests from fire. 

The Provincial LeO'islature has taken steps to prevent for the future 
the waste of our fore~ resources by fire. Noone must set fire in the 
woods between 1st April and 1st November except for the purpose of 
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clearing land, cooking, obtaining warmth or some industrial purpose. 
Everyone setting a fire between those days for the purpose of clearing 
land is to take every reasonable care that the fire shall not extend into 
the bush. EVE'ryone setting a fire for any other purpose is to select a 
place in the neighborhood in which there is the smallest quantity of 
vegetable matter, or of resinous trees; to clear the place of all loose 
vegetable matter for a radius of ten feet from the fire; and to exercise 
due care to prevent a fire from spreading. Any person who drops any 
lighted match, or burning tobacco ashes, or discharges any firearm, must 
extinguish the fire caused by these substances before he leaves the spot. 
All locomotive engines must be equipped with spark arresters. Any 
infringement of the above provisions subjects the offender t,o a penalty of 
$50 and "costs or three months' imprisonment. The Crown Lands Agents, 
forest agents, free grant agents and bush rangers arc to prosecute in every 
case of infringement of the Act that comes to their kno,dedge. 

Mineral Lands. 

Mines and minerals are not included in grants 1'0 sales under the 
Free Grant Act, or sales under the Public Lands Act £0 l' cultural pur-
poses after May 4th, 189l. 
. T~e . grantees ?f such la~d are, however, entitled to compensation 
for alllllJury to theIr surface nghts caused by mining operations. 

Mining lands may be acquired from the Crown either by purchase or 
lease. 



PART VII. 

ONTARIO'S MINERAL RESOURCES. 

Tl.l~ ~line.ral w('al~h of Ontario is very gr8at, and by fal' the larger 
part of It IS sItuated In the unsettled districts of the Pro\'ince. The 
annual re~)orts o~ t~e J?ureau of Mines deal with the progresfl and devel
o~n~ent of, ~he nllmn~ mdustry, and those who are specially inturested in 
mmmg affmrs are referred to these and other sources of information for 
fuller details as to the "ast underground wealth which exploration year 
by year shows the Proyince to be possessed of. A few paragraphs, how
ever, may be here deYoted to the subject, since there is a close connection 
hetween the agricultural and mining industries the latter furnishinO' a 
ready and profitable market both for farm labor' and farm produce. ,.., 

The great mineral-bearing formation of Ontario is the Huronian, 
which attains a large development in various parts of the Province. One 
of the principal occurrences of this formation is the belt which stretches 
from the southeastern shore of Lake Superior eastward along the north 
shore of Lake Huron, and continuing northeasterly crosses into the Prov
ince of Quebec at Lake Temiscaming. \Yithin this belt are situated the 
copper and nickel ores of the Sudbury district, the gold deposits of Lake 
\Yahnapitae and the country north of Thessalon, and the copper beds o! 
Bruce Mines and elsewhere. The famous nickel ores of Sudbury and 
surrounding region constitute one of the two sources of the world's supply 
of this metal, and the mines are at the present time (1~99) being worked 
on a larger scale than ever. On the eastern shore of Lake Superior· an 
extensive area has been set apart as the Michipicoton Mining Division, 
where many gold-bearing quartz veins have been found, as well as 
deposits of iron and copper. Further west, in the neighborhood of Jack
fish Bay gold has also been discovered, and a zinc mine near Schreiber on 
_he C. P. R. is being actively worked. The silver mines of the Port 
Arthur district have suffered from the general depression of the silver 
mining industry brought about by the fall in the pric: of that met~l, but 
several of them have again been opened, and a quantIty of very rIch ore 
has been taken out. 

In NQrthwestern Ontario gold has been discovered over a yery large 
area and a O'reat number of locations have been made for this metal. , 1:0 

The several districts may be spoken of as the Lake of the Woods, Upper 
Seine, Lower Seine and Manitou. The first-named section was the first 
to be developed, the principal working and producing mines being the 
Sultana, Regina and Mikado. The first is wo;rking. 30 s~amps and ~he 
last named 20. The Regina operates a Tremallle 111111 WIth a capaCIty 
equal to 30 stamps. The Upper Seine river region is characterized by a 
considerable number of very large bodies of low grade ore. One of the 
ehief of these is the Hammond dike, a zone of shattered schist, holding 
bands of quartz, the whole in some parts not less than 70~ feet wid~, and 
having a total length of three miles. A 10-stamp expenmental nllll on 
the Hammond Reef property is being replaced by a 40-stamp plant. The 

r 1071 



108 

ease with which the ore can be quarried from these bedR and t;eated by 
the stamping process makes it likely that the~ ca~ b.e worked wIth a go.od 
profit. In the Lower Seine country the ore IS of. hIgher gr~de, the chIef 
workina mines beina the Foley, Golden Star, OlIve and AlIce A. Very 
many other properti~s here and in the o~her districts are undergoing 
development, and will probably enter the lIst of producers ere long. The 
Manitou region contains much rich ore, but developments have not reached 
so high a point as in some other parts. 

The gold of Northwestern Ontario occurs i~ quartz veins, from. two 
or three feet wide up to masses of the magmtude already descrIbed. 
Some of the veins are gash or bedded veins, while others are true fissures. 
For the most part the ore is free milling, and can be treated. by the 
stamping and amalgamation process~s. The only featur~ presentwg any 
difficulty is the fineness of the gold w some of the deposIts. 

Iron ores in areat abundance are found on the Mattawin and Atik
okan rivers, and ~lso near Gunflint lake and in the neighborhood of Port 
Arthur. There are deposits of both magnetite and hematite, and the 
quality is excellent. 

The recent rise in the price of copper has greatly stimulated the 
search for that metal, and several promising deposits arp. being opened 
up in the townships north of Lake Huron, chiefly in Gould and Coffin, 
not far from the once-famed Bruce Mines, which property itself is not 
unlikely to come under operation again. 

A feature of Northern and North western Ontario which greatly 
facilitates exploration is the abundance of water in the shape of rivers, 
streams and lakes, forming a network of communication over which a. 
canoe can travel in almost any desired direction. The water is of good 
quality, fit not only for milling, but also for drinking. In the main, the 
country is well wuoded, affording ample supplies of timber for fuel and 
use in the mine. The climate is healthy, though cold in winter, and good 
labor can he procured at the settlements. The Canadian Pacific Rail way 
affords first-class communication from Mattawa to Rat Portage, and a 
fleet of steamers on Lake of the Woods gives regular access to all points 
on the shores of that lake and as far as Fort Frances, the head of navi
~ation on the Rainy River. Steamers also ply on Rainy lake. Ingress. 
IS had to the Upper and Lower Seine regions by way of a Colonization 
road from Bonheur. station on the U. P. R. There is navigation for 
steamers. from WabIgoon on the C. P. R. over the whole of Wabigoon 
and Mamtou lakes. The Port Arthur, Duluth and Western Railway 
extends from Port ~rthur to Gunflint lake on the boundary between 
Canada and the Umted ~tates, and the Ontario and Rainy River Rail
wa:y, when completed, wIll run through the heart of the gold and iron 
regIOns. 

In ~astern Ontario the .mineral~ which are found in paying quantities 
are gold, Iron, copper,lead, mICa, apatIte, corundum actinolite and talc. Gold 
O?CU~s both i~ free milling quartz and arsenical 'pyrites in the Hastings 
dIstrIct: ~nd ~s at present being won from both of these classes of ore. 
Iron mwmg m the. east has als.o received a great impetus lately, the 
demand for magnetIc and .hematIte ores of good quality for sm~lting in 
the blast furnaces at HamIlton and Deseronto being large and active. 
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. The latest addition to Ontario's mineral wealth is corundum, very 
large deposits of which have been located in HastinO's and Renfrew coun
ties. Oorundum is mainly used for abrasive p~rposes, but if, as is 
thought; it can be utilized as an ore of aluminum, the prospects are that 
a large mdustry may be built up for the production of this new and useful 
metal. 

The production of gold bullion in the Province during 1898 was 
16,075 ounces, worth $271,906.,1.8, not including the output of one mine 
from which no returns were received. Oompared with 1897 it is by 
weight 4,663 ounces and by value $81,662.4:-> more than in that year, and 
there appears to be no doubt that 1899 will see a much larger increase. 

The mines in the Sudbury district produced during the year in the 
form of matte the equivalent of 8,373,560 pounds of fine copper and 
5,567,690 pounds of fine DIckel, which, valued at the selling prices at the 
works, represents 8268,080 worth of the former metal and $514,220 of 
the latter. 

The pig iron product of the Province for the same year was 48,253t 
tons of 2,000 pounds, valued at the smelting works at $5:30,789. 

Ontario's Mining Laws. 

The mining laws of the Province are fair and liberal. Following IS 
a summary:-

Price of Mining Lands. 

The price of mining lands is : 
a. If in surveyed territory and within six miles 

of any railway. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. $3 50 
b. If in surveyed territory within twelve miles 

of any rail way. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 3 00 
c If situate elsewhere in surveyed territory. .• 2 50 
d. If in unsurveyed territory and within six 

miles of any railway .................. 3 00 
e. If. in unsurveyed territory within twelve 

miles of any railway .................. 2 50 
f If situate elsewhere in unsurveyed territory. 2 00 

In any locality set apart by the Lieutenant-Governor in Council, the 
price may be fixed at a greater sum. 

Tenure of Locations. 

The patentee, during the seven years follo~ing the issue of the 
patent, must spend in development $1 per acre durmg t.he first two years, 
and $1 per acre during each remaining year or the eqUIvalent of thIS ex
penditure in less time. 

Leases of Mining Lands. 

Mining lands may be lea~ed for te~ years with right of re~ewal for 
another ten years. Rent for first year .IS $1 p.er acre; succee~mg yea~s, 
30 25 20 or 15 cents per acre accordmO' to dIstance from a hne of rall-

, , b d 't 
way and whether the land is situate in surveyed or unsurveye tern ory. 
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Such lease can afterwards be renewed for ten and subsequently for 
successive terms of twenty years. A condition of the. lease is that the:-e 
shall be spent in development the same sum as is reqUIred to be spent III 
case of land sold. 

Pine Reserved. 

The pine on mineral lands is reserved from the sale or lease. It may, 
however, be cut for building, fencing and fuel on the land paten~ed. As 
to lessees, they can only cut dry pine for fuel, and befor~ en~en~g up?n 
clearina , they must aive the timber licensee three months notIce III wnt
ing of the intentionO to clear. If .less.ees ~ish to .cu.t other timber than 
pine except for use on the lot, apphcatIOn for permIssIOn to cut must be 
made to the COll).missioner of Crown Lands. 

Mining Rights. 

The owner of the surface rights has priority in respect of the mining 
rights under certain conditions. 

The price of mining rights is 50 per cent. of the rates for the pur
chase or lease of mineral lands. 

Rights of Discoverer of New Mine. 

The discoverer of a vein or lode of ore or mineral distant at least five 
miles from the nearest known mine, lode, or deposit of the same metal, 
ore or minenl, is entitled to a free grant of one location of 40 acres. 

Staking out Claims. 
In any part of the Province set apart as a Mining Division claims 

of 22t or 40 acres may be staked out under authority of a miner's license 
and may be held upon performing certain working conditions. Claims 
may also be staked out and held in unsurveyed territory not valuable for 
pine timber. 

Royalties. 

The following royalties are payable on all ores and minerals'mined : 
On lands sold On lands sold 

between 1st May, 1891, after 1st January, 
and 1st Jan., 1900. 1900. 

Silver, nickel, or Dickel and 
copper ............... 2 per cent. 3;per cent. 

Iron ore, not exceeding. . . . . . 2 2 " 
All other ores, not exceeding. 2" 3 

The royalty is not to ~,e ~mposed until after)even years from thE 
date of the patent or lease, and III respect of lands sold or leased previou. 
to 1st January, 1900, the charge is to be based on the value of the o!'e leES 
the actual cost of raising the same to the surface and its subsequent 
treatment for the market. 

&unty on Pig- Iron. 
An :' Iron Mi.ning Fund" of $125,000 has been formed, out of which 

there w~ll be paId. for every ton of iron produced from ore mined and 
smelted III the ProvInce for a period of five years from lst January, 1896, 
the sum of one dollar, to the amount of not more than $25000 in any' 
e year. ... , 
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