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AU LECTEUR 

Le nom officiel de l' edifice dont on va lire 

hi description est: "Hotel du Gouverne

ment." Ce n'est que par extension Que Ie 

nom de "Palais Legislatif." donne to.l,lt 

d'abord it la fa<;ade pdncipale de ce bati

ment, e:;;t employe maintenant pour designer 

I'edifice tout entier. 

Les" notes" qui suivent sont reproduites 

prei;que sans modifica.tions d'un document 

de la Legislature de Quebec. Elles sont 

ecrites dans Ie style ordinaire des livres 

bleus, et 1'0n y cherchemit vainement 
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des coups d'aile. Nous croyons cependant 

qu'elles sont interessantes a plus d'un point 

de vue. 

A la sui te de ces notes, on trou vera un 

article qui a une toute autre allure. C'est 

nne simple" fantaisie; " mais, sous sa forme 

gaie et legere, cet ecrit contient des rensei

gnements historiques qui, pour n'ctre pas 

tOllS inedits, n'en sont pas moins prtcieux. 

Notes et article sont dus a Itt plullle de 
M. Ernest Gagnoll. 

La traduction en langue anglaise est de 
~1.Cr:iwford Lindsay. 



NOTES 

SUR 

LA PIWPRI~:TE DE 

L'HOTEL DU GOUVERNEMENT 
., . 

A QUEBEC 

LE TERHAIN 

Le terrain sur leq ue! a etc con strui t I' Ho
tel du Gouvernement, a Qu'ebec, faisait 
autrefois partie d Il fief Sri-in t-Fran~ois, don t 
In creation en terre nobL~ ct la premiere 
concession, par Ia Compagnie de la Nouvelle
France au sieur J call BOllrdoll, remon te au 
10 mars de l'fln[1(~e 1646, SOilS Ie gouverne
ment de M. de l\lontmagIlY. 

Ce terrain esl ,itllC imlllcuiatelliellt au 
nord-ollest de la Grande-Allee, a proximitc 
de In porte Saint-Louis, dans la partie de In 
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ville appeh~e Quartier l'Iontca9.m (e,l;{r(t 

muros), et porte Ie nUllH~ro 4-136 au cadastre 
officiel de ce q uartier. 

t:a superficie est de :251,763 pieds, meSUl'e 
anglaise. Il fut achete du gouvernement 
du Canada, par Ill, province de Quehec, Ie 
14 ::tout 1876, SOilS Ie gouvernement De 
Boucherville, au prix de $15,000, speciale
ment pour y criger l' elli fice de la Legislature 
et des Departement:-; publics. On l'appelait 
alors Garrison Cricl.et Field. 

Ce terrain etait autrefois 1)01'116 au nOld
est par Ill, rue ~aint-Eusta('he. La portion 
de cette rue qui touchait ainsi an terrain de 
l'HOtel du GOllvernement a et.~ delee, il y 
a quelques annees, pal' la cori)oniticHi d~ Ill. 
cite de Quebec, au gou\'cl'Ilemen t u~ Ill. 
Province, a certaine:-; cOllclition:-;. Elle forme 
nujourd'hui l'allee uite de Ill, Fontaine, et 
court parallclement a la fa<;:lue dn Pflhis 
Legislatif, entre la Gralldc-Allee et let rue 
Sainte·J ulie. Elle tOllche a]a base meme 
de Ill, fontaine dediee allx races aborigenes 
de I'Amerique du Nord (llli fait face tt ['en
tree d'honneur uu Palais. 
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A la superficie du lot numero 4436 du 
quartier Montcalm, il faut done ajouter la 
superficie de cetie cportion de la rue Sft.int
E'ustache qui est devenue l'allee de la 
Font!),ine, pour avoir l'aire totale du terrain 
appar"tenant a la Prov:ince qui est a I'usage 
immediat de l'HOtei du Gouvernement. 
Ainsi Ie terrain du Palais Lpgislatif et, des 
Departements publics formant Ie lot numero 
4436 a une superficie de 251,763 pieds canes. 

Le terrain de l'allee de 
la Fontaine, con tigu 
au preceden t, (au tre 
propnete provinciale) 
It une superficie de... 18,000 

Ce qui donne Ie chiffre 

" " 

total ,de ...... ' .• ' •• 269,763 pieds carres. 

Lest~rrains situes it droite et a gauche 
de l'avenue Dufferin, appartiennent en rna
j~ure partie au gOllvernement federal. 

On a fait des plantations d'arbres qui 
a\lgmentent chaque annee en interet et 
importance sur les terrains de l'Hotel du 
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GU:l\-Crtlelllent. On y voit des ormes, d~s 
111~1Il''';, dl'S crables, des peupliers, des 
111:1 1'I'UI111 il' 1''';, ues tilleuls, une joiie variete 
de 1,:"Ji"<lI1X et lluelques massifsd'epinettes. 
011 i"l' prupusc de completer ces plantations 
t:t d' ,'- fa i rc fignrer tou tes les essences de Is 
l(lret cHlIlldienne. 

Tuut :tI1jlrl'i" de l'edifice et de la fontain,e, 
dl',~ IIHli":,if's de fleurs, disposes c;a et 13. au 
1I1ilien lIn gaZOI1, etalent aux regards leurs 
cOlllel1n; "ariecs. 

Ll';; lit:-; de flellrs des parterres de l'Hot~1 
dll (;oIIH'rne1l1Cnt, sont, dans la belle saison, 
1111C dl's'< attractions" de la ville de Quebec. 
C'l',.;t M. Clwllet, jardinier au chateau de 
~i'I'III'I'I'-'Vood. qui a il1augure cette culture 
art i.o; t j (1 Ill' . 

DOXXEE:-; GENERALES RELATIVES A L'EDIFICE. 

L'euifice erige sur Ie lot l111merO 4436 du 
qllartil'r i\1ontcalm ci-haut indique, et que 
nOlls dl'signolls SOilS Ie nom de ., Hotel du 
( ' "t I . IlHIYCnlell\elll, L'S un pit als de forme 
quadrallg11laire IlYec COli), interieure, sail-
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lies aux angles, pavilIons au centre de cha
cune des fa~ades secondaires, et UII campa
nile fianque d'avant-corps au centre de 13 
fa~ade principale. 

La partie de l'edifice qui donne sur l'ave
nue Duft"erin (corps principal) est occllpee 
par Ie Conseil L6gislatif et l' Assemblee 
Legislative; on 10. designe plus speciale
ment sous Ie nom de ;, Palais Legislatif." 

Les trois autres cotes de l'edifice sont 
a~peIes '.' Departements Publics;" ils font 
face" respectivement, a In. Grande-Allee, a 
I,a: rue Saint-Augustin et a 10. rue Sainte
Julie. On y a installe Ies bureaux de Son 
Bonneur Ie lieutenant-gouverneur, du Con
seil Executif, du prOCllreur - general, du 
secretaire provincial; Ies departementl;! 
du Tresor. de l' Agriculture, de la Colo
msatl,on et de$ Mines, des Travaux publics, 
des Terres, Forets et Pecheries, de l'Instruc
tlOn publlque; Ia bibliotheque de la Legis
lature. Ie bureau de l'imprimeur de Ia reine, 
etc. 

bhacune des fa¢ades du batiment a 300 
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pieus de longeur; mais, en tenant compt~, 
des f';lillies llpf' angleR, des avant-corps et, 
du campanile, la ligne du contour exterieur 
atteint nn dcveloppement de 1405 pieds. 
La Iigne du contour interieur (donnant sur 
la cour) e~t de 857 piedf'. 

La superficie de la cour qu'entourent les, 
(luatre pan~ de l'edifice eHt de 37,800 pieds. 

I.e corps principal (Palais I..egislatif) a.. 
unc largenr miuiIlla de 60 pieds, et une lar
geur maxima de 107 pieds et demi. Ses murs 
l'xteriellr~ ont 1I11e hauteur de 60 pieds, dll 
niveau dll Rol a Ia corniche. La hauteur du 
faite, all-dessufol de ce meme niveau. est de 
'j 7 pieds. 

La tOllr dn campanile a 122 pieds de !"tau
tellr a In cOl'lliche, et 153 pieds an sommet 
dn combh·. La crete, avec Ie c(lnronnemE'nt 
en fer (lui la surmonte, a nne hauteur de 19 
pieus; ce (lni forme nne hauteur totale de 
17~ pieds, de la hase de In, tour au sommet 
d 1I co 1I 1'0 II n e III e 11 t. 

Les trois cotes du b:ltimp,nt occupes par, 
les departemellts publics, ont une largeur 
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minima de 47 pieds 6 pouce~, et une largeur 
maxima de 57 pieds 6 pouceR. Les murs 
e~t&ieurs ont, a Ill, corniche, Ill, meme hau
teur sur chaque fa<;ade, 60 pieds. Les pa
vilions de centre ont 72 pieds de hauteur a 
Ill, corniche, et 103 pieds au sommet du 
comble. 

L'edifice entier a un soubassemen t ou sous
sol, un rez-de-chal1ssee en bossage a refends, 
et deux autres etage5 separes par un ba~
deau continu et surmontes d'un grand enti
blement ionique. Le soubassement est en 
gres vert; Ie rez-de-chausRee et les etages 
BU perieurs son t en pierre de taille de Des
chambault. 

Un comble mansard, couvert en tOle ga\
va.nisee, avec ornements en zinc repousse, 
complete l' exh~rieur de l' edifice. 

PLANS, DEVIS ET CONTRATS. 

Le projet d'ensemble de ce vaste edifice 
est du a M. Eugene Tache, architecte, de 
meme que les decorations des vestibules et 
des grandes salles de deliberations du Con-
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seil Legislatif ct de l' ASi'3embh~e Legislative, 
et 1'ornementation, en sculpture et en in
crustatiolll', de 1'illtt~riellr ct de 1'exterieur 
d~ tout 1'edifice. 

La partie de I'Hotel du Gouvernement 
qui, depuiH l'annee 1880, est occupee par Ies 
departcment:-l publics (fa<;ades dOllllant .sur 
Ia Grande-Allee et IC:-l rues Saillt-Allgushn 
et Sainte-Julie) a etc com;truite par mes
sieurs Nicolas Piton et S.-X. Cimoll, entre-

e' 't' t t . preneurs, COlllormemen a un con ra pass;! 
devant M. Cyrille Tessier, notaire, Ie 8 mai 
lSii, sous Ie ministere DeBoucherville, et 
SUiV:tllt des plans et devis signes par M. Eu
gene Tache et 1\1. Pierre Gauvreau. Ce der
nier etait alors l'ingenieur-en-chef du c1epar
tement des Travaux publics, et, comme h~I, 
il ctait charge de diriger Ia construction de 
1'edifice. 

Commences sous Ie ministere De Boucher-
. I 

vUle,les travallx furent continues sous·res 
minlsteres Joly et Chapleau. Ledep~rte
ment de l' Agriculture et des Travaux publics 
fut instane dans Ie nouvel edifice Ie ler sep-
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tembre 1880 ; celui du Secretariat provincial 
y fut transporte Ie 6 decembre de Ia m~me 
annee. Les autres dcpartements euivirent de 
pres. 

Les fondations du corps principal, don
nant sur l'avenue Duft'erin (Palais L6gisla
tif), furent construites par M. W"illiam-J. 
Piton (contrat dLl 18 aout 1881, devant M. 
Jean-A. Charlebois, notaire, sous Ie gouver
nemen t Chapleau), et l' en treprise maj ellre 
ponr la construction ue cette partie d~ l'rdi
flee, d'apres les plans et devis dresses et 
prepares par M. Eugene Tache et M. J.-B. 
D~rome, fut don nee a monsieur Alphonse 
Charlebois, constrllcteur, par contrat du 9 
fevrier 1883, pa~se devant M. Cyrille Tessier, 
notaire, SOLlS Ie gouvernement Mousseau. 

C'est de la signature de ce dernier contrat 
que date la devise de la province de Quebec: 
"Je me souviens" 1. 

1. Les armoiries des provinces de Quebec, d'Ontario, de 
la Nouvelle-Ecosse et du Nouveau-Brunswick ont He 
., assignees" par mandat de ;)a Majeste la Reine Victoria," 
date de la Cour de Saint-James, Ie 26 mai 1868. Voici 1& 
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FA('ADE PRINCIPALE 
J 

DE 

L'EDIFICE. 

DECORATIONS EXTERIEURES. 

Comlllc tous Ies architectes lJ1odernes, 
l'artistl' (lUi a con<;'ll Ie pl'lljet de cet edifice 
est Ull {·l'icctiljllC. II a trop de gout, cepen
dant, et il l'st trop instrllit ponr donner 
dan:,; edtc confusion de genres ou l'on 

ue,cription dcs armes ue la province de (l,!,:·I,,·c, teiles que 
,Iecrites Ilans ce mandat royal: 

" D'ol', :i la faEce ,Ie gueulp5 ('har.'!"" ,run lion d'or pas
"lilt regal'd:'lIlt, accoillpagnl'" en c1wf de ,Ieux fleurs de lis 
d'azur, et en pointe ,Ie trois feuille:; d'erable sinople 
tige('''':' 

Ct·s armes rec;urent, pn I.~.~:;. l'a,ldition de la devise" ,Te 
me sOllviens," qui resume si admirablement la raison d'etre 
.Iu ('una<la ,Ir· ('halllJ,laill et de ~fai.'onll"tI\·(. comme pro_ 
vince <li-tind .. dans la Confe,leration. 

)1. Eugene Tache avait dresse Ie pr~jet de la fu<;adt' uu 
Palais Legi:;latif de Quebec et y avait introduit Ips armes 
de la prOl'ince avec cettt' ,I,'vi:;e : "J e me sOllviens," dont 
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s'egare souvent aujollrd'hlli,- confusion que 
l' on pent tolerer dans un edi flce a destina
t.ion ordinaire, mais qui devait etre evitee 
dans un monument consacre aux labeurs 
patriotiques de la legislation et au sOllvenir 
des fastes historiqnes de nutre pays. 

Le style de l'HOtel dll Gouvernement 
pent etre appele style renaissance fran;;aise 
du XVIIe siecle. Car In, renaissance des 

il est l'auteur, et qui Hait alors inconnue.· Les plans et 
devis prepares par ~f. Tache, architect", M .. L-B_ Deronie, 
ing"~nieur, -~DL Cousin, Trudelle, Saint-Michel et autres 
d{lssinateurs, servirentde base et furent annexes au con
trat relatif it l'erection du Palais Legislatif,-cont"rat qui 
fut passe devant M. Cyrille Tessier, notairE', Ie 9 fevrier 
1883, sous l'autorite d'ull arrete du Conseil EXecutif du 
22 janvier de 1a meme annee, et signe par ~L Alphon~e 
Charlebois, entrepreneur de travaux, d'une part, et, de la 
part du gouvernement, par l'honorable Elisee "Dionne Ilt 
M. Ernest G;agnon, Ie premier com me commissaire et Ie 
second comme secrHaire du depaj-tement cles Travaux 
publics. Les parties signerent aussi les plans annexes au 
contrat, sur lesqu~ls etaient dessinees les arllles de :Ia 
province et la devise".J e me Bouviens." On pent clone 
dire que c'est a partir du ~j fevrier I xx:;, da!" de la signa
ture du contrat relatif Ii la construction de cette portion 
cle l'Hotel clu Gouvernement qui ('st appelee Ie Palais 
Legislatif, que cette devise: ".J e me Rouviens" a revptu 
un caractere officiel. 
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formes classiques :,;'est manifestee de diver
ses ll1anieres, en France, en Allemagne, en 
Italie, etc. ; puis ces mnnifel'ltations se sorit 
successi vemen t modi fiees et on t forme en 
q uelq ne sorte II es epoq nel'l seconuaires dans 
l'epoque gellcrale. 

La fu<;ade princi pale d n vaste carre de 
I'Hotel dn Gouvernemellt cst remarquable 
par les belln; proportions de sa tOllr centrale, 
dcdice a Jacques Cartier, par la pllretc de 
lignes des avant-corps accoles a cette tour, 
-dedicl'l, run a Champlain, l'alltre a Maison
neuve,-par l'eh~gallce des pavilions des 
angles et par tont l'cnsemble de l'ornemen
tatioll. 

Au rez-de-ehalll'lsee dll campanile, ou tour 
centrale, se trollve I'cntree d'honneur par 
laq ue Ile Ie Lien tell an t-GOli vcrllcur so rend 
au Conseil L.'gislatif pOllr y relll'Olltrer les 
membres del'l deux Chambres de la LcO'isla-

1:> 

ture, dans les grillllles CCrelllOnics officielles 
du comlllencemen t et de ]a fin de ehalJ Ill' 
session. 

Au centre de l'elltablcmcnt du portiquc 
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de l'entree d'hollneur sout sculptees, dans 
Ie calcaire de Descharnballlt, les arrnes de la 
province de Quebee, avec la devise: " J erne 
souviens." Cd entn.blement est soutenu, de 
chnque c()te, par des colonnes accouplees, 
d'ordre ioniq ue, en granit vert poli de 
Quincy (Massachusetts), et par des pilastres 
accouples corresponchlllts, de mellle matiere. 
'A droite t't it gauche de cette entree princi
pale se dressent des piedestaux engages 
dans Ie sOllbassement en forme de contre
forts, qui attendent les statues des grands 
hommes de la generation actuelle et des 
generations de l'avenir. On a exprirne l'idee 
que l'acces devait ell etre interdit aux 
contemporains de leur vivant. 

Les niches pratiq uees dans In. mn.<;onnerie 
de la fn<;ade du campanile et des avant
corps de centre, devrout cOlltenir les statues 
de Jacques Cartier, ledecouvre'llr du Canada; 
de Champlain, Ie fondateur de Quebec; de 
Maisonnellve~ Ie fondateur de Montreal; de 
Laviolette, Ie fondateur des Trois-Rivieres; 
de Pierre BOllcher, gouverneur des Trois-
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Rivieres, type accompli de l'ancien seigneur 
canadien; puis celles du pere de Brebeuf, 
Ie graud jesuite martyr, du pere recollet 
Nicolas Viel, noye par les Sauvages dans lea 
mpides appeles depllis Sault-au-Recollet ; de 
Mgr de Montmorency-Lavtt1, Ie premier 
eveque de Quebec; de ~I. Olier, Ie foudateur 
de la Compagnie de Saint-Sulpice et de la 
Compagnie de Notre - Dame de Montreal; 
enfin celles de Frontenac, de Levis, de 
Wolfe, de Mon tcalm, et de deux celebrites 
du dix-nellvieme siecle: Lord Elgin et Ie 
colonel Charles-:\lichel de Salaberry. 

Les armes de chacnll def' person nages dout 
on yient de lire les nOll1R,-celles de leur 
famille Oll celles de leur ville ou de leur 
illstitut,-sout sculptees dans la pierre, au
dessus de chaque niche. 1 La disposition de 

1 On a aussi sculpte dans ]a pierre I~ ,levises de 
plusieurs de C"~ l"'],,,olln"g~', En voici quelques·unes: 
Laval: Jli(ll a!ldl' all I'rnllin' val'on ch,'es/ien ; )Iontcalm: 
..lION ill iIflrf'IU'/' est ma ~rf)"hTl'SS(" f·t O,-al'on is extillct01"' 

Elgin: ,FI/ illll1 S ; Sal'll ,crry : J'I,'"C a slIpo've, mercy afoible'. 
La d.,\,I"· dC's ,Tesuites p"t: ,td j"".i""('i/I liei Gloriam' 
c~II~, des Franciscains (Re("o\lets): Absii III ill i [Il()r-iar~ 
1I1S' In CI'I/('C Ii, X, J, (',; celie 01" la famillc de Levis: 
Dielt O!l"f (//1 sec"nd cltrestien !,cl'is, 
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ces niches et de ces statues indique une 
perception tres nette des gran des lignes de 
l'histoire du Canada; on remarque aussi 
dans leur distribution un parallelisme qui 
denote une main sure. 

Dans les trumeaux de chaque etage et 
jusque sur les murs de l'attique de cette 
fa~ade principale, des trophees entoures de 
feuille de chene, des cartouches, des pano
plies et des draperies fiottan tes, portent, 
sculptes en r~lief, les armoiries et les nomR 
des gouverneurs et lieutenants - royaux 
Montmagny,d' Ailleboust,d' Argenson,Tracy, 
Callieres, Vaudreuil, Murray, Dorchester, 
Prevost, Bagot; des decouvreurs Marquette, 
Joliette, LaVerenderye, LaSalle; de l'inten
dant Jean Talon; des hommes de gllerre 
Daulac, Beaujeu, Hertel, d'Iberville. 

La lanterne du campanile, formee d'un 
etage d'ordre corinthien et d'un attique, est 
fianquee aux angles de quatre tourelles en 
echauguette8, et percee d'un ooil·de-booufsur 
chacune de Res faces. L'une de ces ouver
tures, sur Ill, fa~ade principale, est cepen-
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dant masquee par un ecusson de forme ellip
tique qui contient les armes royales scu]p
tees en haut relief. La clef de l'ellcadre
ment de cette ouverture porte Ie mOllO
gramme" V. R." surmollte d'lIne courolllle 
imperiale. 

La statue de Jacques Cartier sem placce 
immediatement au-dessolls, dalls lIlIe ordoll
nance de style corinthien. 

Les cadrans transparents de l'horloge du 
campani]~ sont cclaires Ie soil' par une lampe 
electrique placee :\ l'intcrieur de la tour. A 
droite et it gauche de ces cadrans, des flam
beaux a. ]a Hamme ondoyante, emblemes de 
Ia fuite du temps et de Ill, vie qui se con
sume sans cesse, sont sculptcs dans la pierre. 

Les attiques des avan t-corps accoles au 
campanile sont divises en trvis arcades sepa
rees par des pilastres d' ordre corin thien. 
Dans les arcades cen trales se trou ven tIed 
nich~s qui doivent recevoir les statues de 
Champlain et de Maisonneuve. 

Le fronton de l'avant-corps deLlie £'t Cham
plain est surmon te d' un beau grou pc en 
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bronze de M. Philippe Hebert: La Poesie et 
l' Histoire,. un autre groupe en bronze du 
m~me auteur: La Religion et la Patrie, cou~ 
ronne Ie fronton de l'avant-corps dedie a 
Maisonneuve. 

En face de l'entree d'honneur, au pied du 
campanile, et etablie dans la declivite du 
terrain, se trouve la fontaine monumentale 
dediee aux races aborig€mes du Canada dont 
il a etc parle plus haut. Son portiql!e, qui 
eflt d'ordre toscan, est orne, au sommet, d'un 
groupe en bronze representant une famille 
indienne. TOll t au bas, au fond de Itt piece 
d'eau formee par une vasque quasi elliptique 
de quarante-cinq pieds de longueur, sur 
vingt-huit de largeur, un autre bronze, un 
" pechellr n. Ia nigogue" Oll harponnenr in
dien, dardant un poisson au milieu d'une 
cascade, complete l' ornemen tatioll de ce 
graciellx hors-d'oollvre. 

V oici 1a, liste deg statues execu tees par 
M. Philippe Hebert qui sont deja placees au 
Palais Legislatif : 

Campanile :-Wolfe, Montcalm. 
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Avant-corps Champlain : - Frontenac, 
El"in La Pn/stl' et l'Hi8t()ire. o , 

A vant-corps Maisonneuve :-Levis, Sala
berry, La Heliyi(iI/ et 7((. Patrie. 

Fontaine :-Une famille indienne. - Un 
harponneur indien. 

Lea maquettes de chacune de ces statlles 
ont re~1l I'approlmtion d'un comite nOlllme 
par Ie gouvernemcnt et compos8 de M. Si· 
meon LeSage, aHHisiaut-coJnmissairp des Tra
vaux publics, de M. Eugene HHmeJ, artiste
peintre, et de l'architecte, M. Tache, nssis
tant-commissaire des Tenes, Foret,; et Pe
cheries. 

Des piedest:wx en gran i t ro"l', poses en 
bordure Imr l'allee de 1a Fontaille, il droite 
et it gauche de 1a y:u;(lue, attendent des 
colonnes torses qlli, dans les dessins de M. 
Tache, sont surmontees de Jampcs grecques. 
Colonnes et JampcH devront etre el, bronze. 

PIERRE ANGUL \IRE. 

La pierre llllgulaire du portiq UA de l'pn
tree d'honneur (formant Ie socle des colon-
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nes accouplees, du cote gauche, en entrant), 
a ete posee Ie 17 juiu 1884, dans une cere
monie dont l' l,-'cetw/llel/t, de Quebec, a rendu 
com pte dan s les termes ~mi van ttl : 

" Son Honneur Ie Lieutenant-Gouverneur 
elit alit', ver::; trois heure~, mardi apres-midi, 
presideI' d'lIne llluniere officielle a la pose de 
Itt pierre anglllaire du 1I0uveau Palais Legis
latif. 

Malgre une chaleur ton-ide, la ceremonie 
avait attire sur les lieux un grand nombre 
de spectateurs, et les invites n'ont pas hesite 
a braver les rayons dll::;oleil. C'etaient: entre 
autre::;, Ie::; membres dll gouYernernent, des 
deux hntllches de la Legi:·;lature ainsi que 
du Conseil de ville. On remarqllait sur Ie 
terrain, :'t part Ie lieutenant-gouverneur et 
Ie premier Illinistre, qui ont pris ulle part 
active a la ccr(.mollie, Mllw Dr Hoss, I'hon. 
J. Robertson, I'hon. L.-O. 'raillon, l'hon. 
Jean Blanchet, l'hon. E.-J. Flynn, l'hon. J.
S. Wiidele et Mme Wiirtele, I'hon. P. Gar-
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neau et :'\hne Garneau, }'11on .. J. Gingras, M. 
Joseph Shehyn et les Dlks Shehyn, Mme 
et MIle Routhier, l'hon. John Hearn, M. E. 
Tache et Mme Tache, M. Charlebois, les 
principaux officiers des departemel1ts, etc. 

La pierre all~ulaire se trouye a Ill, base 
d'un des piliers lateraux de l'entree prin
cipale du Palais, du Cl)te gauche. 

La scene offrait Ull magnifiqlle coup d'reil. 
II y (wait profu;;ion de drapeaux de toute 
espece. 

La ceremonie a debute par l'adresRe sui
vante, presentee a Son HOIllH'ul' Ie liente
uant-gouverneur par Ie premier ministre, 
1'hon. Dr Rosl'l : 

" A Son Excellence l'honorable Theodore 
Robitaille, mem!Jre du Cow·wil Prive de Sa 
Majeste ponr Ie Canalla, lieutenant-gouver
neur de la province de Quebec, etc., etc., etc. 

" EXCELLENCE, 

"J' . }'l d " at lOnnenI' e vous ll1Ylter, en votre 
qualite de representant de Sa Majste la 
Reine, it proceder a la ceremonie de Ia pose 
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de la pIerre anguln.ire de ce Palais Legis
latif. 

" Place a In. ti'tL- de In. Legislature et dlef 
du pou voir executif dans cetto pl"oviilce, 
c'est a vous qu'il app:trtient de vei,ler all 

maintien des institutions politil',es dont 
ce palais doit etre a In. fois Ie receptacle et 
Ie symbole. 

" Puisse votre pnrtici pation a, cette cere
monie etre un gage du respect tIe ]a gl~nera

tion presente et des gelH~r.ltiollS futures 
pour l'nutorite dont vousetes h· representant 
et pour les institutions federales :lIlXfl uelles 
Ie peuple de cette province est si justement 
attache. " 

(signe) J OIIN J. Ross, 

Premier Jlillislre pi ('''lIIl11issllin' de 

/' Ayricultm'e ct des 1'1"((1'(111,1' publics. 

" Quebec, 17 juin 1884." 

Le lieutenant-gouverneur !-i'cst alors avan
CEl et a depose dans In cavite de In pierre 
angulaire une plaque commemorative por
tant l'inscription suivante : 
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"PALAIS LEGISLATIF, 

" P/,Ol'll/f'I' d,! '/lIfbf'C, 
" 17 juiu 1884. 

" 47e (lIill/1' 1111 n'Yl/c de 
Sa J/II,J sf,; VICTORIA lh'e, 

Reille d' AlIg7eterre. 

" L' hlllllll'l/l!1I' THEODORE ROBITAILLE, l1lf';m

b}'c dn C()lIsell Pl'il": dl' S,( lIfaJeste }10111' Ie 
0111/,,"11. IiI' IIfl' llil II t-yo II/"I'rllell I' de ,'/ Province 

d l , Qllfl"'I'. 

"L'hollorable JnH:\'-J. Ross, premier mi
lIislN: et cOI/II/lisslliJ'{j I/t;;" TI'(/I'((/(,,-I'lHtlllic8 . 

.. EUGI~:\"E TAf'IIE, II/"I'liitl'd!'. 

" P. (;AI:nn:AU et J,-B, DERO~fE, (trchitec

t,'s de la 1'l)llstJ'lf.!'/i()1/ I'f ,Tirec/ell},8 dC8 t}'II/'(IIM' 

jlllUies. 

"A. CIIARLEnoIS, ('(I/ISfl'lI('tCIII'." 

Le premier lllinistre est venn ensuite 
dcposer dans cette cavite, un portrait pho
tographic de Son Honneur Ie lieutenant
gouverneur, ain:-;i f!U'Un certain Hombre 
d'autres arti('.h·:-;, Le lI1aire de Quebec n. jete 
l' Almanach (Il':-; A(lr'~:,,:-;l's de In. ville pOllr 
cette aI1lH~e. 
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Son Honneur Ie lieu tenan t-g01l verneu r 
et Ie premier ministre, armes, l'un de Ia 
truelle et l'autre dn martt~au, ont simuIe Ill, 
pose de cette pierre principale de l'edifice, 
et Ie gouverneur a. cleclare la. pierre angu
Iaire officiellemen t posee. 

Elle ne sera. cependan t fixee q ne samedi 
prochain. On se propose d'y mettre tons les 
jonrnanx de Quebec qui auront dOllne un 
compte-rendn de Ill, cerel110nie et divers 
autres articles et docnmell ts de circoll stance. 

La cerel110nie ~'est terminee par Ull dis
cours tres rel11arquable, taut au point de 
vue dn fond qn'au poin t de vue de Ill, forme, 
prononce par Son Honnenr Ie lieutenant
gouverneur, et que IIOUS reproduisons ici 
avec plaisir : 

" HOTEL DU GOUVERNE1IENT, 

'- Quebec, 17 j uin 1884. 

"Monsieur Ie Premier Miuistre, 
Mei-ldames et Messieurs, 

" l' acte que nous venom; de fai re, en po
sant solennellemcnt 1a premiere pierre de 
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l'cdifice de notre nouveau Parlemcnt est 

tl'une haute importance. La province de 
Qu('lJec a vOlll11 affirmer ulle fois de pIlls son 

autonomie par :-;011 repre~;PJ\tall t offieiel. 

" Ell eff~t, quel e:-;t eet e']iflc~ thnt nOll~ 

\"L'1I01lS de solenni:-;er l'creetioll? C\~st Ie 
Palais Legislatif otl le:-; reprl'sentants de 
notre province Wilt appelc::l t\ tlelib~rer et a 
legit' rer en ::Ion 1l01ll et p )ur elle. 

" Ltt serollt agitees les (lllestion::l Lcl,~ pins 
impurtallte:; puur sa prosperite, sa stabilite 
et ~a grandeur . 

• , Ltt, t()I1,~ le:-; prubleille,~ de !'iUIl :Lvcnir 

seront tliscutes et resulus. Ltt, tUlIS s '::I iute
ret:-; les plus chers au point de nIl' social et 
l'eligienx tlevron t etre S:LuVl'g:tr<les, Et ce 

:-;erollt :-;c:-; propre:-; ell fan t:; '111i presitlerout a 
:-;e:-; 1'rlll)l'e:-; (lestinee:-; . 

.• Ce !'i,'ront le,~ repr0!'iCnt:l.nti' f1l1'elle :l.lIrft 

,'hoi.i:-;, qll'elle aura inve:-;ti:-; (Ie:-;a cOllfiance, 

'lui tr:t\':tillL'runt ;\ lui f:tire des loi" ct it 
lIlailltcnir son gOlI\'l'\'nPlllcnt. Ell lin mot ce , 
Palaii-l TJ',!.!:i:-;lalif i'1'\':l. Ie f':ftllctllain' de IlOlre 
autonomic proyillciale, 
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"L'autonomie provinciale, Messieurs, c'e:st 
une bien grande chose, une prerogative bien 
precieuse, dont nous ne s:lllriow; etre trop 
jaloux. Elle est notre sauvegarde et notre 
palladiurn. 11 est bon qu'il y ait a Ottawa 
un gouvernement central, puissant et re:-;
pecte, qui groupe le:-; forces epar:ses, (i IIi serve 
de lien entre Ie::; province::; de l'empire (;ana
dien, qui donne l'ill1pubion (lUX grandes 
en treprises, qui encourage l' i nuustrie, Ie 
commerce, la l:avigation, q lIi ait la for(;e, Ie 
prestige et Ies rcssonrces necessaires ponr 
representer dignement notre pays dall::; Ie 
concert des nations; mais, a cote de ce pon
voir central, il est bJ:1 aussi qll'It y ait Ie 
pauvoir local, qui, llgi~sant dalls lIlIe sphere 
plus restreinte, ait, si je puis lIl'exprilller 
aillsi, line juridictioll }IIns intimc" l~t exerce 
sa ::;urveillance et Ra direction Sill' los ele
men t::; q ni con sti tuon t la base 111t~nlC <1e notre 
ordre social: la propl'iet.\ les loi,., civiles, 
l'organisation municipale, \'ed IC;Lti~):], etc. 
Cette aut momic nOllS a ete pleinclllcnt ga
ran tie p:tr I'Act3 de l:t CJllf~rlemti')Il, (i'li a 
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-------------_ ....................... _ ... . 

ainsi consacre Ie principe de la decentrali
sation gOllvernementale. 

" La province de Qnebvc, plus q u' lLUCllne 
autre, doit tenir it ce principe tutelaire, et 
elle y tient. 

"Sans doute, comllle on \'a dit, il serait 
plus commode et moins col'tteux de n'avoir 
qu'ull gouverne:nent et Ulle administration. 
l\Iais, s'il est vl'ai que lWlts aurions moins :\ 
payer, nous seriolls aUlSsi nwins lllaitres chez 
nOll S , et moiw; en etat de controler nolS affai
res de famille. Notre province (1 compris 
cela et u'a rien cpargne pour as:mrer la per
petuite de ses iUlStitutiow; locales. Elle s'est 
gcnereulSement impolSe leIS ISacrifices llI~ces
saires it cette fin, et la construction de l'cdi
lice Oll ISe trouvent actuelleulent les bureaux 
publil:H et Ie nOUVeau Palais LL'!,!'islatif, en 
est uue preuve eviden teo 

"A ceux qui demanderout delSormais si 
la province de Quebec elSt attachee it Bes 
iUlStitutionlS et it Hon autouomie proviuciale, 
on pourra repOlldre : 

" Allez visiter les edifices publics qu'elle 
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" a construits dans sa capitale, et vous ver
" rez qu'elle entend conserver ce self-go vern
" ment qu'eUe a conquis &.pres un siecle de 
" Iuttes et de combats," 

" J' a vais donc raison de dire que In. pose 
de Ia premiere pierre de notre Palais Legis
latif est pour nous un evenement important. 

" J'espere que cet edifice verra tOlljours 
s'elaborer des mesures pratiq ues; que Ies 
assemblCes qui s'y reuniront sauront s'ins
pirer des traditions nationales; que l'amonr 
de Ia patrie ne cessera jamais d'etre leur 
mobile et leur guide, et que Ie respect de la 
justice et du droit presidera a leurs delibe
rations. J e souhaite en fin que toutes les lois 
qu' elles edicteront aient ponr but et pour 
rl'-sultat Ie bon hem, la prosperite et la gloire 
de notre chere province." 

Voici In. liste co:nplete des objets qui out 
eM deposes dans Ia pierre de fundation du 
Palais Legislatif: 

1. Une plaque en metal, avec inscription, 
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deposee par Son Honneur Ie lieutenant
gon yerneur. 

~. Un Christ ell metal et un portrait pho
togrnJ,hique du lieutenant-gouverneur, avec 
tlll t"!-!T;I pI1l', alol'uses par l'honorahle premier 
JIlin istre. 

3. Un l'I"Jil'rtoire des adl'esses de la ville de 
Qn('hl'c, dt"Ji()~l: par Ie maire de Quebec. 

1\1. ElIg''.lIe Tache, archi~ecte de l'edifice, 
a alllll'ii fait depol'er line statuette de saint 
J()~f'Ji!J dans la pierre de fondation. 

(De I' "Ed:~E)fENT" du 21 juin 18,"4.) 

" Ih':-; cxemplairl':-; de chacun de:-; journa.nx 
fran«;ai~ d anglai~ qui ont rendn compte de 
Ill. d,rt'~Il1()lIie de la P()~C de Ill. pierre angu
hire tIll nom'('au Palais Legi:-;latif, ont fh1 
l1eJ'()'<'~ dans cctto pieHL', aujourd'hui meme, 
:'t lIlidi, en PI',"s'_'llce de 1\1. S. LeSage, assis
tant-(:onllni~sail'e ell! (lepartement de l'Agri. 
culture l't dl':-; Trav:1,ux publics, et de M. 
Erll! st Gagnon, sl'cr:taire du meme depar
tement. Plli:-; llne cnorrnc pierre, soulevee 
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par une grue de grande puissance, a eM pla
cee sur celle qui contcnait ces journaux et 
les antres objets deposes dans la ceremollie 
de mardi demier. 1\1. Pageau, architecte, 
dirigeai t l' operation." 

DECORATIONS INTERIEURES. 

En peuetrant dans Ie premier vestibule 
de l'entree d'honneur du Palais Legislatif, 
on aper<;oit, u droite, sculpM dans Ie pare
ment en gres de l'Ohio dont les mars de ce 
vestibule sont revetus, l'ecusson du marquis 
de Lorne, avec la barque normande de la 
maison d' Argyle et la devise: Ne ohliviscrt-
1·/S. Au-dessous, les dates 1878-1883 indi
quent la dude dll terme d'office du marquis 
de Lome comme gouverneur-general du 
Canada. 

A gauche sont sculptees les armes du mar
quis de Lansdowne, cx-gouverneur-generat, 
avec la devise: Vii"lute non verbis et les dates 
1883-1888. 
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Tout aupres, a gauche de la porte condui
sant au vestibule interieur, on voit Ie blason 
de l'hollomble Theodore Hobitaille, ex-lieu
tenant-gouverneur de la province, dont l'em
bIemc carncteri:-;tit[ue est une colombe tenant 
dalls son b~c une branche d'olivier, et In. 
dl'\'ise: A ('ie'l Ol/cat. Au desE"Ous Bont les 
chifTre:-; 1870-18M. 

COllllllC pendant lIe ce dernier blason, a 
droitl" cclui de l'hol1orable Louis-Rodrigue 
l\/a:-;:-;un, ex-lieutenant-gollyerneur, avec 80n 

em blcme caracteristiq ue: une tete de lion 
aile et la devise : Dicil a!Jt/1III t, eRt taille 
dan,; Ie parement en gres. Au-dessou., se 
des,;inent ell relief Ie,; chiffres 18S4-1887. 

Le marq uis de Lorne et Ie marquis de 
Lansduwne. 1\1. Robitaille et :\1, Masson, 
furellt, les premiers, gUllverllenrs-generanx 
du Canada, et les :-;ectl))(ls, lientellallts-gOll
vemenr:-; de la proviuce de Quebec, pendant 
la construction de cette partie de l' Hotel du 
GOllvernement (lui est appelee Ie Palais Le
gislatif. NOll:-; avons vu plus haut que, COI11-
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mence en 1883, Ie Palais LAgislatif a ete 
termine vers la fin de l'annee 1886. 

Les lambris d'appui ell noyer noir des 
vestibules du rez-de-challssee, du premier 
et du deuxieme etages du Palais Legislatif, 
sont ornes d'ambesqlles, d'armoiries et d'in
scriptions, ciselees et dor0es, d'un gout et 
d' une science extrememen t remarq uables. 
C'est l'histoire ecrite en langue hemldiqlle. 
On y lit, au rez-de-chaussce, les armes et les 
noms de personnages appartenant it Ia pre
miere periode des an nales historiq nes de 
l'Amerique du Nord et <Iu Canada: Veraz
zani, Sebastien Cabot, De la Roche, De 
Caen, Roberval, Pontgrave, PUlitrincourt, 
De Monts, Lery, De Cha"te, Puntchartmin, 
Chateau fort, Ia mal"lluise de Guercheville, 
Lauzon, COllrcelles, Hocquart, Denollville, 
Begon, Duq Ul'sne, Ia duchesse d' Aiguillon, 
Madame de la Peltrie, Marie Guyart de 
1'1 ncarna tiOll. 

Dans un cartollche, au pied du grand es· 
calier du vestibule, on voit, traces en or, un 
soleil eclairant Ie monde, avec la devise: 
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Nee })11lJ"iIJll8 illljlnr et l'inscription " Louis 
XIV." En face, slIr un autre cartouche, sont 
graves les armes et Ie nOlll de Colbert 1. 

A I'Hnge superienr, et dans (les situations 
iden tiq nes, ;;Ull tIes armoi ries de George III 
d'Angleterre et de son millistre William 
Pitt. 

I.e visiteur a grnvi un escalier et l'histoire 
a marl'h6 d' Ull siel"lL'. 

Avec un art ('OllS()lllllll', les arabesques anx 
li::rnes d'or glissent slIr les panneanx des 
ralllpes et dL'S palier.~, et atteignent Ie pre
mier, puis Ie deuxiclI1e etage, mnltipliant 
leurs dessins variPH d gracieux et entourant 
les blasom.; de per;;olllwge;; appartenant, pour 
]a, plupart, a llne epocllle pIllS recente: Saint
Vallier 2

, Punt.briand, Beauharnois, LaGa'is_ 
sonniere, La Jonqniere, Longuenil, Coulon 
de Villiers; Ramezay, Townshend, Amherst, 

1. La devise de Colbert etait: Pro H"!F s(l'pe, 1'1'0 patria 
semper :-" Pour Ie roi sou vent, pour la patrie toujours." 

:!. La devise de La Croix·Chevrieres de Saint-Valier est. 
Indomitum !/rOl/llc/'e ""aces: - (, Lea croix ont dompte' 
l'indomptable." 



DE QUEBEC 37 

Quesnel, Vallieres, Sewell, Stuart, Panet, 
Baby, Tasc,hereau, Bedard, De Lt'-ry, Lotbi
niere, Parent, Nelson, Lanaudierc, Boucher
ville, Viger. Cuvillier, Saipt-Ours, Bour
dages, Plessis, Mountain, Blanchet, Laforce, 
Lartiglle, Bourget, Rollette, Dambonrges, 
Dllchesnay, Dc Gaspe, etc. 

Au fond du plus haut palier de l'escalicr 
d'honneur, au milieu de palmes abondantes 
incrustees en or sur let; panneaux des lam
bris, brillent Ie monogram me de la Compa
gnie de Jesus ('t les noms de quelques-uns 
des missionnaire~ jesllites qui ont arrose de 
leur 8ang et feconde par leur martyre la 
terre desormais chretienne du Canada et de 
l'Amerique du Nord: Jogues, Lallpmant, 
Rasle, Buteux, Garnier. 

A droite SOl1t les noms des premiers his
toriens de la Nouvelle-France: Sagard, Les
carbot, Dllcrellx, Ch,n'levoix ; a gauche sont 
ceux d'historienH et rl'historiographes mo
dernes: Garneau, Ferland, Christie, Rou
chette. 

Les panneaux des rampes des escaliers 
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portent aussi. graves en or et entouresd'ara
besqucs. lc 11010 de .. Lorne," avec les armes 
et Ies rle\"i:-;es u.e In lIIai"on d'Argyle et de 
1ft maison d' Angleterre; Ie nom de " L:ms
dOWllC," avcc les armc'" des Flahaut, les 
armes des Chattdlerall!t et Ill, de\Tise Sola 
nolJ1'lit((s ";rt"." pt de plus Ic!'; nom", Ies armes 
et les d,·\'i:-;es dc nm; premiers lieutellants
gouverneurs. 

Le" sculptllrel' et les incrustations ell or 
sllr Iloyt'l' noil' des portes m011umen tales des 
:-;:t1le" de del i I )("ration" d 1I Con seil L6gislatif 
et de l' Al'semhlce L?!-!islatiYl', de meme que 
celles (les tl'(,nes occupes par les pr"sidents 
de~ deux Chamhres, font I'admiration de 
tOllS ll's etl'angers. 

Le miil-':-;iIII e L 17~):2," date de Ill, mise en 
force de la cOllstitlltion inaugurallt Ie regime 
parlemelltaire en Canada, et Ie millesime 
"1f:,G7," date de I'etahlissement de la Con
federation, i'ont incrustes sllr les battants 
des gran des portes des deux Chambre~, au 
lllilieu de palmes d'une snpreme elegance. 

Les salles des deliberations du Conseil 
egislatif et de l' Assem blee Legislative son t 
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de dimensions identiques ; soixante-sept 
pieds de longueur, cinquante pieds de lar
geur, h'ente-trois pieds de hauteur. 

Chaque salle est eclair~e par deux cent'i 
lampes electriques fixees au plafond. La 
lettre ., C" (Canada), entouree de guirlan
des de feuilles de chene monlee, en pla/.re, 
sert d'ornemellt etde couronnernent aux 
p~tites portes d'entree ; les plafonds et les 
pans de murs transversaux SOli t disposes de 
lllaniere it recevoir des peintures it fresque 
ou autres peintures 1ll11rale3 1• Les arlll~s de 
l' Angleterre et de la vieille France, avec des 
allges pour supports, figurent dan::! les mul-

1. )1. Eugene Hamel a fait pour Ie gouvernement les 
esquisses de deux grands tableaux historiques qui seront 
sans doute executes plus tard et places dans l'enceinte du 
Palais Legislatif. Le nl<!llle artiste a fait la plul'art des por· 
tl'aits des presidents du Conseil Legislatif et de l' Assemblee 
J,egislative que l'on a places dans les Chambr,'s memes ou 
dans les ve8tibules 'lui y conduisent: caux des honorables 
messieurs de Boucherville, Ross, LeMaire, de La Br.ere, 
Fortin, Blanchet, Taillon, Beaubien, Turcotte, Wiirtele, 
Marchand. Le portrait de l'honorable )1. LeBl~tnc a ete fait 
par M. Saint·Charles, et celui de l'honorable )1. Starnes 
pal' M, Alexander. 
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tiples decorations ea platre de c~s vastes 
pieces. 

Qa et b't, dans plusienrt< antl'es parties de 
l' edifice, SOil t dispo,;,3es : 

Les armes d' Angleterrc: ., Ecartelees all 

premier et an q uatriell1e de gne1ile, a trois 
leopards d'or, rlln Sill' l'autre," avec la de
vise: Diell et ilion Droit; 

Les arm·!s de l' Ecosse: .. D' or, charge 
d'ull lioll de ).!:ueules clltolll'e d'lIll dOllu:e 
tl'esciteul' tlelll'OlllH~ et COil trc-tieuronne du 
meme," avcc Ia deville: .Vell/I) lIIe ill/llili/e 
lasl'l'ssil ; 

Les arlllcs de l'Irlallde: " D'aznr .1, In, 

harpe d'or," avec la dc\'i~e: Erin !Jo Br<lglt; 

Et les anllc's de l'allcien rl)Y,tUllle de 
France, Ie pays (l'ol'igine de la pilipart des 
babitants de la province de qil~bJC : " D\olr 
£t troIS Ill'll/'S de li.~ ,/'I)}' "avl'c Ie cri de O'llerl'e' • , D· 

J.llontjo,lJe 1)'1/1111_ /)11118 1. 

Un autenr c:uladicn s'c:-;t expl'illl~ ainsi 

1. J[,,"li".'/'· etait Ie nom .Ie Ia hanniere d.'s Carlovin
giens ; Saint-Deni~ etait Ie nom de l'orillamme <Ips Cal"'
tiens. La bannil~re d." Cal'lo)villgil·ll." fut clonnee par h) 



DE QUEBEC 41 

en parlant de l'edifice qui fait l'objet de 
cette etud~ : 

" Nos monuments historiques ou architec
tonique8 sont bien panvres et bien petits, 
compares a ceux des villes europeennes. All 

point de vue de l'art, ils ll'ont Ie plus sou
vellt qu'une valeur relative fort restreinte. 
II n' en est pas Iti 11 ~i tou tefois de notre Palais 
Legislatif,-le Pclntheon du Canada fmn<;ais, 
- qui serait un ornement meme dans Ies 
plus belles villes de Fmnce et d'ItaIie. 

pape Adrien IeI' it Charlelllagne, SUI' Ill. colline de Rome 
appelee .1["IIS flulldii: de l:i Ie nom de }Iont-.Joye donne 
it cette banniere. 

Les armes de Ill. vieille France n'ont, dans Ill. decoration 
du Palais Legislatif, aucune signification politique. Les 
Canadiens d'origine fran<;aise oni ete se-pares definitive
ment de leur ancienne mere-patrie par Ie traite de Paris 
de lifi:~. Les liens officiels et politiques qui les unissaient 
au pays de leurs ancetres furent des lors rompus, et Ill. 
premiere repllblique fran<;aise, Ie premier empire, Ill. res
tauration, Ill. rleuxieme republique, Ie second empire et Ill. 
troisieme republilllIr' n'occupent aucune placE' dans leur 
histoire. I,or~que les Franr;ais ou les Anglais d'outre-mer 
voient ici les armes de Ill. vieille France, ils peuvent trou
vel' l'explication de cette sorte d'anachronisme dans la 
devise de Ill. province de Quebec: "Je me souviens." II 
n'en est pas d'autre. 
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" II Y a je lie saiH q uoi de fort et de gra 
cieux dan~ cd edifice, (1 ui charme et capti ve 
Ie regard. Ce toit, qui faisltit l'a.umiration 
de Ill. princesse Louise et rappelll' celni des 
Tuileril.":-;, I ce campanile a la foi :3 elegant ct 
majestueux, ces pavillolls Otl les lis sont 
selllcs .. :\ pleilles main:-i," lie ressemblent en 
ricn a. ee qui se voit aillenl"s Slll' notre sol 
d'Amcliqlle. Toute cette architectllre est 
vraimeut fran<;a.ise, avee, ell outre, nn cachet 
particlllier ou s'accllse la personnll.lite sa
V:lllte, originale, distillgllee et tres cana~ 
dielllle de l'arcliitecte, 1\1. Eugene Tache." 

FAVADES SECONDAIRES 

Ll':-i tray;)"x de ma(;ulllH'rie des trois cotes 
de l'editice dOl1l1ltllt ::;lll' les raes Grande
Allee, Saill t-Augll:;ti net Sainte-J ulie,furent 
commences IIcs l'allllee 1077. lIs furent illter
rompus it ('automne, puis repris au prin-

1. C'es t du <lllwe du pavilion c" ntl":tl fll.isant face a la 
Grande-Allee dont il est ici '1IH" tion. Le cOlllble du corps 
principaill" fut construit 'lll·"pr .. ·.' Ie depart pour l'Europe 
de la I'rin e,·s'(>-:ll'tist. ·. 
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temps de 1878. Le millesime " 1878," que 
ron voit sur I'avant-corps central de Ill, fa~ade 
de la Grande-Allee, indique I'annee meme 
ou l' on a place Ill, pierre portan t ce chiffre, 
et non I'annee du commencement des tra
vallX. 

Au-desslls du millesime est Ie monogram
me de Sa Majeste Ill, reine d' Al1g:eterre : 
" V.R.," sculpt6 dans la pierre, entoure d'une 
COllronne de feuilles de chene et orne de 
rayons. A droite tot a gauche, les lettres" D" 
et "L," entourees de branches de laurier, 
indiquent les noms du comte de Dufferin et 
du marquis de Lorne, qui furent successive
ment gOllverneurs du Canada pendant la 
construction de c(;tte fa~ade. La lettre " D" 
est surmontee d'une cOllronne de comte, et 
la leth'e " L " d'une couronne de marquis. 

L'entree de cette fa<;ade de la Grande
Allee, avec ses pilastres ioniques et ses or
nements d'Ull gout si pur, est un des details 
les plus rellssis de tout l'edifice. C'est un 
episode charm an t de ce beau poeme 1 

1. Le chevalier Falardeau ne pouvait se lasser de con
templer cette fa~ade de la Grande-Allee et tout l'ensemble 
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Des panoplies plac6es au-dessus de cette 
entree, a droite et a gauche, contiennent, 
sculptees en haut relief, les armes l1cs dmx 
premiers lieutellallb-g'uuverneun, de la Pro
vince sous Ie regime de la Confederation: 
Sir Narcisse-Fortullat Belleau d l'hollorable 
Rene-Edouard Caron. 

Chacun de ccs blasl)ns porte son embWme 
caracteristique en cilllier. L'ecllssoll de M. 
Belleau e~t surmollte d'un hihon; l:t devise 
est. : ".Ie veille," L'l'enssoll de M. Caron est 
Sllrlllonte d'une Heur de lis; la de\'ise est: 
" ,"n II'I{I')' ill modo, fOditer -in re," Chaq lIe 
ecusson est timbre d'ull caS(lue de chevalier. 

~llr la fa~ade de la rue ~aillt-August.in se 
tro'lVl'Ilt des panoplies similaires dans les 
trumeallx du premier etage ; l'un (a droite 
de l' ell tree) porte les annes d u Sllccesseur de 
M, (';Iron, l'honorable Luc Letellier de Saillt
Just., timbrees d'lIn casque de chevalier et 
Slirmolltees d'une main en cimier, Ces armes 

du butiment. "C'est, disait-il, un palai, adl11irahle qui 
serait un ornement dall, les plus belles de nos vi lies 
d'Italie," La fa~ade prill(·il,,,l ... le l'hlifice ll'etait I as alors 
constl'uite, (l,";:.?), 



DE QUEBEC 45 

Ollt pour devise: " Hrre man'l.lR nb ]latriam." 

Dans l'antre panoplie (IL gauche de l'entree), 
on a fait sculpter, en 1805, les armes de Sir 
Adolphe Chapleau, Ie lieutenant-gouver
neur actuel de la province de Quebec. Voici 
comment ces armes peuvent se lire: 

" D'argent, ala fasce d'azur accompagnee 
de deux bureles du meme, l'une en chef, 
l'autre en pointe, et de trois tetes de lion 
de sable, arrachees et lampassees de gueules. 
Sur Ie tout, les armes de la province de 
Quebec: D'or, a la fasce de glleules chargee 
d'un lion d'or passant regardant, accompa
gnee en chef de deux fleurs de lis d'azur, et 
en pointe de trois feuilIes d'erable sinople 
tigees," 

La devise e.st : "Tolljours ponr elle." 
L'ecusson est timbre d'un casque de che

valier, et porte en cimier trois feuiHe-s 
d'erable de sinople I, 

1. On sait que, dans Ie blason, les couleurs s'inJiquent 
Bur la pierre, Ie rnarbre, Ie bronze ou Ie bois par Jes 
hachures tracees selon des regles conventionnell€s. Ainsi 
Ie rouge (de gueules) est represente par des lignes verti
cales; Ie bleu (d'azur) est represente par des lignes hori. 
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Les armes de l'hollorable Auguste-Real 
Angers, sixieme lieutenant-gouverneur de 
Ia proyince de Quebec sous Ie regilne de la 
Confederation, ont ete sculptecs en 1896, 
dans une des panoplies de Ill. fa<;aLle dOIll1ant 
sur la rue Sainte-Julie. Elle se ]isellt comme 
suit: 

"Ecartele en sautoir, au prl'llIier ('t au 
quatrieme d'azur :\ l'etoiil' rl'argent, au 
deuxicllIe ct au troisieme el' or a Ill. rose de 
gueules tigec~ de sinople. Stll']e tout, de 
gueules a la tete de ch~rllbill tl'or aile du 
meme en t'imier " 1. 

La deviHe est; " Par droicts chemins." 
Les trois fa<;ades secondaires dont 1IOUS 

venons de parler COmprl'llllent chacune un 
pavillon de centre cn fortc saillie Hur l'ali-

zontales; Ie vert (de sino],],·), par ,Ies lignes diagonales 
allant de droite ,t gauche; Ie pOUl·pre. par ,I,·, ligne. din. 
gonales de gauche ,t droite; Ie noir (d'~,a"]l'), par d,'s 
!ignes horizon tales et verticale. cl',lis,'·,·s. VOl' est rC'pre
sente par un pointill~; l'argent est indi'lue par j',\hsC'J1('(' 
de toute hachure ou incrustation (fon,\ uni). 

1. Les ance·tres lie ~L Angers signail'nt " Angest .. (petit 
angel : de hlla t.·te de chcrubin qui o('ell]>e Ie centre de 
l'ecu. 
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gnement general, surmontc tl'un attique ser
vant de base it une grande coupole it, quatre 
pans, percee de Iucarnes a l' ex terieur et snr 
Ia cour. Les pans transversaux de ces cou
poles sont fiallques de cheminees dont les 
proportiolls et Ie,; furlnes clegal1tes embel
lissent les coupoles elles-memes. 

Les entrees des pavilluns de centre des 
fil<5ades secondaires, dont nuus avuns parl~ 
plus haut, sont ornees d'un portique d'ordre 
ioniq ue it, pilastres en gages dans Ie bossage it 
refends du rez-de-chaussee. L'architecte y 
a introduit tres heureusemel1t des emblernes 
nationaux : ain"i, la frise de l' en tablell1en t 
de ce porLiq ue est orllce d' un lion pas3an t 
entre deux Heurs de lis, et Ia clef de l'archi
volte porte Irs trois feuilles d't~rables tigees, 
ce qui forme ensemble les diverses piel!es 
du blasoll de notre province. 

Les tyll1pans des portes cintrees de ces 
entrees, SOl1t ornes de r<Lll1eaux et de lau
ners. 

A chacun des angles du carre de l'edifice, 
un pavillon it saillie centrale supporte, d'Ull 
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----------------

cote un grand comhle Oll se dessinent des 
fleurs de lis, et de l'autre une lucarne en 
pierre artistement sculptee renfermant une 
horloge monumentale. 

Des ecussons en pierre de Deschambault, 
sClllp!t~s aux armes de la province, et sur
mOntef; de la courOllne royale, occupent Ie 
sommet deH lllcarnes des cadrans. Chacull 
de ces eCllHSl)l1S a pOllr tenants Oil supports 
deux enOrm('H caHlurH dresses (assis), ce qui 
donne un caclwt original et national a la 
fuis a cette ornementation, absolument COll
forme du reste aux regles h(oraldiq ues et 
classiq nes. 

Les quatre pavillons d'angle de l'edifice 
contiennent, chacun, une entree de propor
tions restreintl'H, avec pilastres iOlliques, 
consoles, corniche et cartollehe sculpte aux 
armes de la Province. 

On pcnetre ciallH Ia cour par deux vastes 
gllichets ci n treH pratiq lltSS dan ~ les av an ts
eorps dOllllan t sur la rue Sain te-J ulie. Les 
tympans de ces guichets 80nt ornes de cou
ronnes de feuilles de chene. 
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r.':entree de l'avant·corp::; central dOllnallt 
SUI' Ia Grande-Allee conduit tWX bllr~allX 

du Lieutenant-Gouverneur et de difrC.rellts 
departements publics. 

Au sommet de la grande lueame frontale 
de la coupole de cet ttvant-corp::; est fixee 
une hainpe au haut de laquelle on hiH::;e Ie 
drapcau britannique aussitot que Ie gouver
neur de la Province .arrive uses bureaux. 
Ce drapeau reste ainsi fiottant et deploye 
allssi longtemps que Ie representant de Sa 
MajesM demeure dans l'edifice. 

Depuis un certain nombre d'annees on a 
cesse de se servir des porte::; de::; fa<;ades 
donnant sur les rues Sainte-Julie et Saint
Augustin, afin de pOllyuil' :·;nrveiller plus 
efficacemcnt les entree::; et les sorties des 
personnes qui ont acces aux bureaux ou ail
leurs. 

La garde de l' edifice et de ::;es abords est 
confiee a la police provinciale. Celle-ci a un 
bureau special dans Ie soubas::;ement de la 
partie de l'edifice qui dOllne sur la rue 
Sainte-J ulie. Les communications rapides 
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avec les gardien:-:: de service se font par 
signaux electriq ues. 

MAT.b;RIAUX ET CONSTRUCTION. - COUT TOTAL 

DE L'f;DIFICE ET DES T~;RRAINS. 

Lc palais de I'HUtel du Gouvcrnement 
est con strui t tou t en tier en materiaux j ll
combustibles, i1 I'exceptioll des combles, 
dont la charpente est en bois, de IW~lIle que 
la tuiture. Celle-ci est recouverie en tOle 
galvuni:-::(.e, avec ornellJents en zinc repousse, 
ainsi qu'il a Clcdit plll:-:: haut. 

I.e gres vert qui elltre dalls la construc
tion du soubassement, a t'·te extrait des car
rieres dc Levis. La pierre des parements des 
IIllll':-:: des qllatre fa~adt':-:: exterieul"l's vil'nt 
des carrieres de Descltall1Lault; relle des 
parement:-:: ell'S Il1urs dOllllant sur la COllr n 
ete tiree, partie d'lIlle carriere tie la Malbaie, 
partie d'une carriere de 'l'err~Lolllle. 

Les solives ell fer et u,lItres pieces m6tal
liq ues q II i ell tren t dans la construction des 

planche!"s, Oil t He importee:; de Belgique, 
de meme que Ie carrelage elel-\ parquets. 
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Les appareils de chauffage it circulation 
d'eau chaude qui distribuent la chaleur dans 
toutes les parties de l' edifice et j usq ue dan!;! 
les mansardes, ont ete installes par la m.ai· 
son Mitchell, de Moutr:'al. 

Les ascenseurs du Couseil Legislatif et de 
l' Assem blee Legislative sont du systeme 
Otis,lequel est une application ingcnieuse 
de la grue hydraulique Armstrong. 

La cloche, les horloges et les cadmus du 
campanile et des pavilions des angles out 
ete poses par M. Cyrille Duquet, de Quebec. 

II semit trop long de citer ici les noms 
de tous les artisans et ouvJ'iers it qui le8 
entrepreneurs ont confi<' l'executioll des 
parties difficiles de l'entreprise. Notons 
encore cependant Cf'UX de M. Vincent et de 
M. Cedrat, sculpteuJ's en pierre, qui, sur des 
dessins de M. TaclH~, se sont acquittes de 
leur taehe avec un slIcces remarq uable ; 
ceux de MM. Gingras et Frere, qui ont co.u
struit les escalier.i!; et celui de M. A. Bar
beau, qui a execute les travaux en tOle et 
en zinc de In. toiture. 
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I.e5 sculptures en bois on tete fai tes par 
l\I. Berlin!:!:ud, fils, M. L. :\Ioisan et 1'1. J,-B. 
COte. 

Le cout total de l' Hotel dn Gou verllemellt, 
c'est-i't-dire de l'edifice du Pabis Legislatif 
et des Departements Publics, y cornpris les 
SOllllues p:1ypes POlll' la construction de la 
fontaine et rIe Ia cloture ell granit, pour 
I'ac(plisition (leR terrains de I'ancien Grich'el
Field, de l'allcien patinoi1' et de partie de Ia 
rue ~aint-Ellstachl', pOUi' Ie 1Jivellernent et 
l'elllbellissemcnt de Cl'S terrains,-y compris 
aussi Ie prix lIes statu!'s de Ia fa~ade princi
pale et de la fon taine, &c" &c., est de ~ 1 ,669,-
24~J.16,(lln million six cellt soixante-et-lleuf 
mille lleux cell t (1 uamnte-ncuf piastres et 
seize ccutins). 

Deux accidents Ol1t lln p~1\ :1l1gmente Ie 
cout de l'e(lili('c: 10 l'incendie de l'ancien 
Parlemeu t, \'oisi II de l':t reheveche, arrive Ie 
19 ayril 1:-;:-;:;, (lIli oC(';tsiolln:t les frais d'llne 
illstallation temporaire dall:'; 1,('(lific ~ ell voie 
de constnwtioll pour la session suiv:tnte de 
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la Legislature; 2° la double explosion de 
dynamite causee par de..; mains criminelles, 
Ie 11 octobre 1884, et qui necessita certains 
travaux de reconstruction. 



FRONTENAC 





LES STATUES 

A LA KERMESSE 

La premlt're partie ue notre histoire nation ale a ete 
ecrita "Ii coups de canon"; la deuxieme "a coups ue 
bills." Cette boutade du uocteur Hubert LaHue, a ete 
litteralenlent coulee dans Ie bronze. Pendant longtemps 
~es deux seules stlLtues de la fa<;aue du Palais Legislatif 
furent.. celIe de Frontenac et celle de Loru Elgin. Fron· 
tenac, on Ie sait, a He represente, par I,· sculpteur, dlLns 
I'lLttitude qu'il devait avoir lonqu'il donna ,tl'envoyt> ue 
Phips SIL fiere reponle: " Allez dire it votre maitre que je 
lui repondrai par Ia bouche de mes clLnons,"-et ulle 
petite piece d'artillerie S~ dHache en hors-d'reuvre it la 
droite du heros. Elgin," I'smi des Canauiens," tient it Is 
main Ie celebre bill d'indemnite, qu'i1 signa, nlalgre les 
cris" de rage des emeutiers qui brftlerent leParlelllent et 
jeterent a la figure uu noble Lord des lEVfS et ues pierres. 
(Montreal, 184\).) 

Cas deux ststues ont servi de th{>llle it la falliaisie 
suivsnte, que nons reproduisons de Is Kerr/lesse uu 7 octo
bre 1892 : 
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Ce qne j'ai ~\ raconter est tellement in
\Tai~elllblable qne je me demande si les 
lectl'\1l'~ de In [(erllu:sse cOllsentiront a me 
lirL' ju:-qu'an bout. Frontenac, Ie Frontenac 
(1e brollzeque laprovillce de Quebec a place 
dans ulle Iliche ayec un canon •••• 

- Eh bien? 
- Eli bien, il e~t descendu de Ia fa<;ade du 

Palai~ Legislatif, et il est aIle it Ia ker
lIIesse ! ! ! ! 

II en parlait depuis In veille it lord Elgin, 
q IIi a filii par Ie sui \Te. 

- Bruce, lui dit-iI, iu doil'l connaitre en. 
core pas mal de monde a Quebec: cela \'a 
t'amu~er; mai~ tll lie pourras pas passe·r in
cognito. Quant it moi, c'est bien different: 
on a publie till portraitd'eveque comme etant 
IlIon portrait, et, grace it cette heureuse 
mcprise, perl'lollne n e me recon naitra. J e 
"(lUX voir ce~ Allglaises qui habitent rnain
t ell an t rna capi tale d'il y a, deux siecles. 

- Ces AlJgla,i~es! Detrompez-vous: pres
que tout Ie monde parle Ie frall<;ais ici ...• 
Tiells ! voila Baptiste. 
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- Baptiste! Bapt.iste ! cria Frontenac. 
- Qu'y a-toil, Monsieur? 

- Apporte-moi une echelh~. J e vais en 
ville ce soil'. 

- D'est em'rect, Monsieur. 

- Hum! dit Elgin it voix basse, cela, au 
conti-aire, me semble assez pen correct. 

- Viens-tu avec moi, Bruce? 

- Vous n'avez qu':'t vous laisser glisser, 
Milord, dit Baptiste. 

- Allons, depeche-toi, mon ami. 

- Je vous suisJ dit lord Elgin en suufant 
it terre. 

Lesdeux anciens gouvernenrs se regar
d'ere:ilt en face et se donnerent nne poign(~e 
de mains; puis ils descendirent vel'S la 
GraD'de~Anee. En arrivant vis-a-vis de In. 
porte 8aint-Louis, Frontenac f:tendit Ie bras 
·vers' Ia haute-ville et mllrlllura entre ses 
den ts : - Cemecrcan t de Ramezay, qui s' en 
vacapituler lorsque LeviI') etait:'t ht veille 
d'arriver; au momen t ou les Anglais allaien t 
etre pris entre deux feux ; malgre Vaudreuil, 
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malgre JOallll(~~H, lllalgre la Rochebeaucour, 
malgre Ie bOll HellH! NOll, ce ll'etait pas un 
Fr.'Ilj(·ai:-; eelui-lu' c' l'tai t till Ecossais .••• " , 

- Buade, Bunde, lle dites paH de mal des 
Eeos;-ai:-; : ils :-;l' Hont mOlltreS plus d'lIne fois 
YuS aUllS. 

- Toi, du moim;, tu l'as etc, mOll brave. 
II me prelld :-;ouvent ellvie de me pencher 
pour te voir signer ton bill d'indemnite, en 
depit des eriailleries des Hallt-Canadiens et 
des faisl'lIrs d'omelettes de Montreal. 

* ~. '" 
On Mait arrive :'t la porte dll pavillon ou 

tout Ie monde l'l(.gnnt de la ville se donne 
relldez-vow, ehaqlle soil', et ou se tient cette 
brillante rellnion designee par un nom fla
malld ou hollnndais : d Ileasse treH peu fran
<;aise, bazar trcs peu algerien, kermesse tIes 
peu lH~er1andaisl·. Frolltenac avait l'air eas
sallt des anciens jours, et il fron<;a son gros 
sOl1l'cil de cllivre d'lllle fa<;o11 terrible lorsque 
Ie gardien lui demanda de payer son entree: 
cllIq sous. 
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- Prends mon chapeau et tais-toi, dit-il. 

Le gardien n'avait jamais vu de chapeau 
de cette espece : il Ie trollva pf'sant. 11 ne 
demanda pas '3, Elgin de payer son entree: 
Ie bon gouverneur avait si grand air et un 
si doux sOUl'ire ! .•.. 

Les deux heros, en entrallt dans Ia salle, 
furent eblouis par la lumiere electriqlle. 

- J e ne m'accoutume pas a cette machine
la, dit Frontenac. Puis, il y a bien long
temps que je n'ai vu de dames d'aussi pres, 
et cela miroite ames yeux comme des lu
cioles •••. -0 ! ,(( Diciuc, 10 Di,;ille! TOll por
trait est a VersailleR, 011 perS0l111e ne te rf:
connait dans ton accoutrement de Minerve. 
Moi, du moins, 011 garde ma memoire et I'on' 
m'appelle par mon llom ••.• Le pallvre cha
teau Saint-Louis et Ie ro(;her de Quebec te 
faisaiL'nt peur; mais ici tu eusses ete Ia 
Reine! ...... La femme de Champlain, la 
femmede D'A illeboust et celIe de Denonvill,e 
n'ont pas eu tes repugnances, et leurs noms 
sout entoures de veneration et de gloire ... 
Une Minerve, une femme 3, la mode, qualld 
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on s'ltppelait Ill. comtesse de Frontenac! 
qultnd son mari portait Ill. terreur chez les 
Iroquois, mettait en fuite les tlottes enne
mies et commal1dai t ell maii re dans un pays 
dix fois grand comme Ill. France! . _ •• 

- Prendrez-volls quclqlle chose? dit gm
cieusement au heros nne jeulle fille de In 
table des rafralchissemenb,j. 

- J e prendnti des drapeaux a l'ennemi, 
dit Ie vieux guerricr d'une voix tonnante, 
et j'irai les 811spendre moi-meme a Ill. voute 
'de Ill. cathedrale. 

Puis, baissant Ie ton: 

- Merci, belle demoiselle . 

. La belle demoiselle etait pale comme une 
morte et tremblait de tous ses membres. 
L'homme de cuivre essaya de sourire : 

-Pardon, ajollta-t-il, maisje dev~ens tres 
tnau8sade depuis que ron m'a place dans 
cette nlch('. Voiei du p::tpier timbre que 
vouschangerez facilement en vous adres
sant :l votre grand collectionneur CyriHe 
Tessier.Cela vaut cinqllltnte livres. Prenez 
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pour moi un billet dans la, Tom bola et tachez 
de me gagller Ull passage en Europe. Je ne 
serais pa:, fache d'aller dire leur fait aces gre
dillS qui ont tout bOlileverse dans Pari!:! et 
chasse de leurs cUliven ts mes bons amis les 
Frallciscaills. Puis je voudrais aner a Ver
sailles evoqllcr l'ombre de LOllis-le-Grand 
et. ___ et voir Ie portrait de 7(( Divine ! ..... . 

Elgin avait quitte son compagnoll et CItU

sait discretement avec une dame dont la 
figure sympathique et la blanche chevelllre 
l'avaient frappe tout d'abord. 

- J e crois VOllS recol1naltre, madame, dit 
le noble lurd. N'iHes-volls pas parente de 
de monsieur K •••• un des habiturs de mall 
beau chateau de Sprllcer Wood, 1 il Y a llne 
quarantaille d'allnces ? 

- Oui, Excellence~ repondit madame B. .. 
avec lOon aisallce souriante ordinaire. 

1. Ce chiiteau a ete detl'uit par un incendie Ie :!,~ fevrier 
1860, et remplace par Ie chiiteau actuel. 
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- VOUS etes, je crois, la seule personne 
que je connaisse ici ce soir. Vous etiez bien 
jeune lor:-qlle j'habitais QlIebec et que j'al
lais, chaql1e semainc, faire visite ames 
vieillcl'l alllies de la rile 8aint-Louis, made
moiselle Baby et mlldemuiilelle de Ln,Nau
diere. Est·on content de lord Stanley ici ? 

- Je crois que oui. Comme vous, il refuse 
son appui uux fanatiq lles. et il se montre en 
cela un serviteur devollc de Ill. Courolllle 
d' Angleterre. Lady Stallley est aussi une 
femme channante et d'lIne rare distinction. 

Est-ce que vous YOUS plaisez dans votre 
lliche ? 

- Qui ct nun. J'y vois des choses qui 
aftiigent et des dlUses qui cOlH:IOlellt. Autant 
que pussible, j'ouvre Ie" yellx a ce qlli est 
beau etje Il's ferlllc a ce qui est ritliclile. 

-Qh ! alors yous devez ....•. 

Le gouverlleur sOUl'it avec bonte. 

- Si IIebert m'avait dOlllle un chapeall 
comme a Frontenac, continua-toil, j'llurai::l 
mieux aime ('ela. J'ai bien souifert (Iu froid 
l'hiver deruier. Pas Rutant ccpendant qn~ 
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madame Micmac, rna voisine. A propos, vons 
n'auriez pas une couverture a me ceder pour 
Ie petit sauvage dll Groupe Illdien ? Cet 
enfant-Ia fait vraiment pitie. Je l'entends 
ROllvent tousser, et je ne comprends pas 
cQmment Hebert .••••• - Qui sont ces ecclC
sialStiq ues ? 

- Monseigneur Paquet et monsieur Rous
sel, du seminlLire de Quebec. 

--.,.. ..•. Oui, je Ies recollnais maintella.nt; 
ce sout les deux premiers gradues de l'lJni
versite-Laval, et c'est moi-meme qui leur ai 
donne leurs diplomes de bacheliers-es-arts, 
dans la grande ceremonie de l'inauguratioll 
de l'Universite, Ie 21 septembre 1854, en 
presence de mes mill istr~s, de tOllS les eve
q ues catholiflues d u Canada, des officiers 
de la garllison et d'un immense audituire. 
J.'avais a mes cotes monseigneur Turgeon; 
Ie recteur Casault, et monseigneurde Char
bonnel, qui venait de prononcer un discOlJrs 
admirable. 

- Vous aussi, Milord, vous avez fait, ce 
jour-la, un discours dont on :t beaucoup pade. 



I.E PALAIS LEGISLATIF 

Tout Ie 1I101111e etait charme de VOIlS cnten
dre vous exprimer dans un fran<;ais si pllr 
et aVec une I'i IlJcrveilleusL' facilitc. 

VII ,l.!'I'Olljll' d'hommL'1' sc teliait it qllelque 
distance. On entollrait Frontenac, que ron 
avait rCCOllnl1 ;\ son costllme, et on Ie qUC8-
tiollnait sllr Louis XIV, Colbert, Champi
gny, Phips et les Canadiens de la fin flu dix
septieme siecle. 

A ce moment, Ie canon de neuf heures et 
demie fit entendre sa voix formidable de la 
redollte dll Cap Diamant. 

-1\[on cano)) flui part tout seul! fit ell 
riant Frontcnac; il f'erait temps de retollr
ncr it n(os places. 

- Deja partir! fit nil jenlJe jUllrnaliste, 
flltllr melJlbre de 1n. Socit;tc Royale, charge, 
en attendant, dll departement del' ccras."s 
dans un joumal <lu matin : laissez-nolls au 
moills un souvenir de votre vi"ite. 

- un souvenir? Je Ie vellX hien; je vais 
VOIII' donner un conseil : 
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Honorez let 8implicite et letfrttgali[l~. 
II y a trop de luxe en ce pays et I'on 

festoye beaucoup trop a Quebec. 
La frugali te est la vertu des races fortes. 

Imitez vos peres des temps hero'iqlles du 
Canada. Restez simples, sobres, re.ligieux ; 
VOllS etes deja un peupl€', vous deviendrez 
une nation. 

- En politiq ue ? ••••• fit Ie journaliste. 

- En poli tiq ue, detiez - vous des Basto-
nais. Restez fideles a l' Angleterre, puisq ue 
vous lui devez allegeance. Respectez les 
droits des autres; niais exigez flu'OIl respecte 
leI:! yotres. La-desslls, pas de faiblesses! 
Souvenez-vous qlle Ie drapeau tenu d'nne 
main fenue est Ie seul flui soit reHpecte. 

Le veteran :,;'etait redrtlssc; ses traits res
piraient nne majeste incomparable .. temp6-
ree par un regard presque paternel. 

-Allons, main tenan t, dit·il, en prenant Ie 
bras d' Elgin. Puis, s'adressant all gardien : 
_ Rends- moi mOll chapeau et prends cette 
mcdaille appeIee Kebeca liberata: Ie juge 
Baby t' en don nera dix louis. 
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'*' * * 

Uue henre plus tard, Elgin, debout a SOli 
poste ordinaire, repassait dans son esprit 
les incidents de la soiree, et des Iarmes cou
laient sur Hl':-; joues de bronze pendant qu'il' 
redisait ce passage de SOil discollrs de l'illau
gnl'ation de l'Univcrsitc-Laval : 

,. Lorsque, la nuit, Ull voile IH'lImeux cou
vre lc firmamcnt et dcrobe les ctoiles allx 
regards des hnmains, IlC croycz pas que ces 
astres aient cteint leurs flambeaux. Atten
dez, et bientot la hri:-;e dissipera les nllagps, 
et le5 etoiles radienscs brilleront dansl'azur 
d'nn nouvel et plus vif eclat. 

" Lors(llle, l'ame oppressce, Ie coour trou
ble par les passions, vous ne voyez pIns les 
suhlimes dartes de la foi, attcndez dans la 
priere et 11e vous laissez pas cnvahir par Ie 
dOllte: bientot lIll souffle divin viendra dis
siper les tcncbres, et les verites eternelles 
apparaitront it votre esprit plus luminellses 
et plusevidentes que j:lInaiH ! " 
.. . .. . .. .. . . .. .. ..... . .. .-....... . ...... , 
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- ODi, c'estbien vrai, murmurait-ilen
core, je porte un crullr fran<;ais dans 'une 
poitrine ecossaise 1 •••• J'aurais voulu mOUl'ir 
it Quebec •••• Tout mon ~tre vibre'au '~ou
venir du passe, et mes anc~tres de'la "Nor
mandie et de I'lIe des Sain tsm'on t legue'des 
traditions et. des croyances f1l1i ont penett'e, 
it mon illSll, jusqu'it la moelle de'mes os . 

• • • • • I •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

. . . .. ..... . ........................ . 
- Mes bOllS Canadiens, disait, Frontenac, 

comllle ib sont resUs chretiens etfrant;ttis! 
..•. C'est. puur lin essaimdes Hospitalieres 
etablies n Notre-Dame-des-Allges par mOll 
ami l'eveqlle de Saint-Vallier que ron tt 
organise cette kerlllesse; ou plut()t c'est 
pOUI' les illfirmes, les pauvl'es,lesmillheu
reux. Diell suit luue ! Ia vieille France n'est 
pas morte ••.. l\lait-l eux : Ibm'ville, Sainte
Helene, toute la societe dll chateau Saint
Louit-l, uu t-lollt·il:,;? ..• Est-ce leur glat-l que 
j'elltcndt-l vibrer dans les airs? Milluit sonne 
it l' horluge de l:t Tour: 

]_Paro]es de Lord Elgin a sir Etienne-Paschal Tache. 
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., Le ciel est tri~te ct froid. La lune solitaire 
Donne COlllllle it rogret Sl''' rayons Ii la terre; 
Le vent de Ill. foretjette un cri dechirant; 
Le Hot du :-:aint-Laurent selllble une yoix qui pleure, 
Et Ill. cloche d'airain fait vibrer ,I"heure en heUl'e 
Dans Ie ciel nllageux ,on glas retcntissant." 1 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . ............ . 
Le yie u X GOll "ern cur parla IOllgtelllps . 

.Malgre Ie ueuil de la lInture, it y avait ue 
l'allt~gressc uaus "a yoix; et llllallu l'auoe 
naissante vin t lles"iner, atl nonl, les ellllCS 

ondlllellscs ues Laurentides, 1e1i echo, de la 
fontaine et du call1panile repeterent line 
derniere fois : " Oh ! mcs bons Canadicns ! " 
................................... 

E. G. 

I-fJctave Cremazie. 
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TO Tl-IE READER 

The followinp; " notes" are reproduced, 
almost without alteration, from a document 

of the Quebec Legislature. They are written 

in the style peculiar to blue-books withollt 
any pretensions to literary merit. We think 

however that they are of interest from more 

than one point of view. 

A t the end of these notes is an article of 

a very different nature. It is a mere fanciful 

~ketch but, under its gay and lively form, 

it contains histori\!al information which, if 

not all unpublished hitherto, is none the 

le:,;s valuable. 

The notes and the article are from the pen 

of'Mr. Ernest Gagnon. 

They have been translated into English 

by Mr. Crawford Lindsay. 



NOT 1~ S 

ON THE 

PROPERTY OF THE 

GOVERNMENT BUILDINGS 
IN QUEBEC 

THE GROUNDS 

The grounds on which the Government 
Buildings in Quebec are huilt, formerly 
were a part of the Fief St. Fran~ois, the 
erection of which into a fief and the first 
concession by the company of New France 
to Jean Bourdon, date as far back as the 
10th March, 1646, under the government of 
M. de Montmagny. 

The grounds are situated to the north
west of Grande Allee, near St. Louis Gate, 
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in Montcalm Ward of the city, outside the 
walls, and bear the number 4436 of the 
official cadastre of that ward. 

Their superficial area is 251,763 feet, 
English measure. They were purchased from 
the Government of Canada by the Province 
of Quebec on the 14th August, 1876, under 
the De ;Bouch_ervil1e administ.ratioll, for the 
sum of $15,000.00, for the purpose.of erect
ing the Legislative and D~partmental Build
ings on them. 'lhey were then known as 
the" Garrison Cricket Field." 

This lot of laA~ -W:I~S formerly bounded to 
the north-east by St. Eustache Street. The 
portion of that street on which the si te of 
the .Gov~rnment Buildings stood, was tntUs
fer-red some years ago by the corporation of 
the City of .. Quebec to the ,Government of 
this Province on certain conditions. 

It now constitutes the Fountain A venue 
and rUllS parallel to the front of the Leg-is
lative Buildings between Graltde Allee alld 
St. Julia Street. It extends to the ed O'e of o 
the -fountain dedicated to the aboriginal 
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tribes of North' America, in front of" the 
main entrance of the buildings. 

To the superficial area of nnrhber 4436 of 
M on tcalm Wal d, must therefore 00 added 
the area of that' portion of St. E1[}Sta:~he 
Street which has become the' Fountain 
Avenue, to obtain the' total al'en: of,the 
grounds belonging to the Province noW 

occupied by the Government Buildings: 

Thus, the grounds of the Le'gisia· 
tive and Departmental Build
ings, constituting lot number 

Squ'i/.tefe8t~ 

4436, have a' superficies of.. ••• 251,768 

The ground occupied by the Foun
tain A venue adjoining the above 
and' abo belonging; to the' Pro-
vince has It superficies of...... 18.000 

Making Ii total of .• o o. 269;1'63 

Most of the ground situated on both sides 
of Dufferin A venue belongs to the' Federal 
Government. 



76 GOVEltNMENT BUILDINGS 

The grounds adjoining the Government 
BuildingH have been planted with treeH, 
whose number and intere:-;t grow yearly. 
There nre elm:-;, onk:-;, maples, poplarH, ches
uuts, willmv~, a variety of bircheH and some 
groupH of spruce. These plan tationH are to 
be completed and will con tain specimens of 
all Calladian fore!"t trees. 

Quite near the bllildilig and the fountain 
are large flower beds and floral deHigns of 
variegated colors. 

TheHe nre, during the SUIllmer r-;eaHon. one 
of the attraction:-; of the City of Quebec. 
They have been designed by Mr. Chollet, 
the gardener of Spencer-W 00<1. 

GENERAL DATA RELATIVE TO THE BUILDINGS 

The hllildill,~H erected on lot No 4436 of 
:'Iontcalm 'Yard ahove mentioned, and 
which are kllown :\:-; the Govel'l1ment 
BlIil<1illP::-;, fin'lIl a qlladrallgle, with an inner 
court-yard, with pavilions at the angles 
and in the cell t J"(' of each of the Rccoll(lary 
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fronts alld a campanile with fore-front in 
the centre of the main building. 

This portion, fronting on Duft'erin A ve
lIue, is occupied by the Legislative Council 
and Legislative Assembly; it is called the 
Legislative Building. 

'The three other sides of the square are 
called the Departmental Buildings, and face 
respectively on G}'(/wie Allee, St. Augustin 
Street and St. Julia Street. They contain 
the offices of the Lieutenant-Guvernor, the 
Executive Council, the Attorney-General, 
the Treasury, the Provincial Secretary, the 
Departmen t8 of AgriclII ture, of Colon ization 
and Milles, of Public vVo\'ks, of Lallds, Fo
rests and Fisheries, of Public Instructioll, 
the Library of the Legislat1\re~ the Queen's 
Printer's office, etc. 

Each face of the building is :300 feet long, 
but, counting the projections of the angles, 
fore-fronts and campanile, the outer line 
reaches 1405 feet. The i:lller lille (on the 
court yard) is 857 feet. 

The main building (Legislative Build-
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ing), has a minimum width of 60 feet, and 
a maximum width of IOn feet. Its outeT 
walls are sixty feet high from the level of 
the soil to the cornice. The top of the roof 
above the same level i:,; '/7 feet. 

The tower of the campanile i" 122 feet 
high at the cornice and 153 feet at the top 
of the roof. The crf'st, with the iron crown 
on top, is 19 feet high, making a total of 
heigh t of 17~ feet froll1 the base of the tower 
to the top of the crown. 

'I'he three sides occupied by the public 
departments have a millimulll width of 47 
feet 6 incheH, and a maximum width of 57 
feet 6 inches. The ou tel' wall :-; have the 
!;lame height at the cornices on each face, 
60 feet. The central pavilliolls are 72 feet· 
high at the comice and 103 feet at the top 
of the roof. 

'J he elltire building has a basement, a 
ground floor of rustic quoins, and two other 
stories divided by a continuous band and 
surmounted by a large Ionic entablature. 
The basement is of green sandstone; the 
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ground floor al:d other stories are of dressed 
Deschambault stone. 

A mansard roof, covered with galvanized 
iron, with ornament.:; in hammered ZlllC, 

completes the outside of the building. 

PLANS, SPECIFICATIONS AND CONTRACTS 

The design of this vast building, as well 
as the decorations of the vestibules and 
Legislative Council and Legislative Assem
bly Chambers, and of the ol'llamentation ill 
carving and incrustations of the inside and 
outside of the buildillg, are due t.o Mr. Eu
gene Tache, architect. 

That part of the Government Buildings 
which, from the year 1880, has been occu
pied by the public departments (facing 
Gran/Ie Alll:e and St. Augnstin and St. Julia 
Streets), was built by M~·:-;"H':';. Nicholas 
Piton and S. X. Cilllon, ('on tractors, under 
a contract passed before Mr. Cyrille Tes . ..;ier, 
Notary, on the 8th May 1877, under the 
DeBoucherville Administration and accord
ing to plans and specifications signed by 
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l\I r. Ellgen e Tach(~ and Mr. Pierre Gauvreau. 
The latter \\':li'! then chief engineer of the 
constrllction of the buildings. 

The work was commenced nnder the De
BOllchenille Government and continued 
under the Joly alld Chapleau Governments. 
The Departlllent of Agriculture and Public 
'Wol'k" was installed in the new building 
011 the 1st September, 1880; that of the 
Provincial Secretary was transferred there 
on the 6th December of the same year. 
The other departments soon followed. 

'l'h~ foundat.ion of the main building 
facing on Dlliferin avenue (Legislative 
Building) "'ai'! built by Mr. Willia1l1 J. 
Piton, under contract of the 18th August, 
1881, before Mr. Jean A. Charlebois, Notary, 
under the Chapleau Admiuistration. The 
principal contract of this portion of the 
bui:uing, according to plans and specific
ationi'! drawn lip and prepared by Mr. Eu
gene Tache and Mr. J. B. Derome, was 
awarded to Mr. Alphonse Charlebois, con
tractor, by deed passed on the 9th February, 
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1883, before Mr. Cyrille 'ressier, Notary, 
under the Mousseau Government. 

From the signing of the latter contract 
dates the motto of 1 he Province of Quebec 
" Je me souviens." 1 

1. The arms of the Province of Quebec, Ontario, Nova 
,Scotia and New Brunswick were assigned by warrant of 
Her Majesty Queen Victoria, dated from the Court of 
St . .,-ames on the 26th May, 1868. Here is a description 
of tlle,arms of the Province of Quebec as set forth in the 
royal \Var .. ant: 

" Or, on a fess gules between two jleurs de lis in chief, 
lIoZllre, and a sprig of three leaves of maple slipped in vert; 
in base, a lion, passani, fjllanZlll!t, or." 

In 1883, the motto" J e me souviens " was added to these 
arms; it most almirably expresses the raison d'e/,'e of the 
Canada of Champlain and Maisonneuve, as a distinct pro
vince in the Confederation_ 

Mr. Eugene Tache had drafted the plan of the front of 
the Quebec Legislative Buildings, and had introduced in 
it the arms of the Province with the motto "J e me sou
viens" of which he is the author and which was until 
then unknown. The plans and specifications drawn up 
by Mr. Tache, architect, Mr. J, B. Derome, engineer, and 
Messl's. Cousin, Trudelle, Saint Michel and other draughts
men, served as a basis for and were annexed to the can
kact for the erection of the Legislative Building, passed 
before Mr. C. Tessier, Notary, on the 9th February, 1883, 
under the authority of an order-in-council of the 22nd 
January of the same year, and signed by Mr. Alphonse 
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The work on the Legislative Building 
under the contract of the 9th February, 
1883, was finished in the autumn of 1886, 
under the Ross Government. 

Charlebois, the contractor, of the one part, ami on the part 
of the Government by Hon. A. Elisee Dionne and Mr. 
Ernest Gagnon, the former as Commissioner and the latter 
as 8ecretary of the Department of Public Works. The 
parties also signed the plans annexed to the contract on 
which the arlllS of the Province were drawn with the 
motto" .Je me souviens," It may therefore be said that 
it i. from the 9th February, lR83, when the contract for 
the construction of that portion of the Government Build· 
ing was signed, that this motto".J e me sou viens " a~sul1led 
an official character. 



IN QUEBEC 83 

MAIN FRONT 
OF THE 

BUILDING 

OUTSIDE DECORATIONS 

Like all modern architects, he who con
ceived the plan of this building is an eclec
tic. He has too much taste, however, and is 
too well educated to fall into that confusion 
of styles into which one is apt to fall nowa
days; a confusion which can be tolerated in 
a building intended for ordinary purposes, 
but which should be avoided in a monument 
devoted to the patriotic labors of l~gislation 
and to the perpetuation of the historical 
glories of our country. 

The style of the Government Buildings 
may be called the Renai88ance style of the 
17th century; for the revival of classical 
forms has manifested itself in many ways 
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in France, Germany, Italy, dc.; and these 
manifestations have been successively mo· 
dified and have formed a specie:> of E'econd
ary epochs in the general epoch. 

The main front of the vast square of the 
Government Buildings is remarkable for 
the fine proportions of its centml tower, 
dedicated to Jacques Cartier; for the purity 
of the lines of the fore parts added to this 
tower, one dedicated to Champlaill, the other 
to Maisonneuve; for the elegance of the pa
vilions at the angles, and the entire orna
mentation. 

On the ground floor of the campanile or 
central tower is the principal entra,llce by 
which the Lieutena.nt-Governor proceeds to 
t.he Legislative Council to meet the mem

. bel'S -of both Houses of the Legisla.t.ure, on 
the occasion of grand official ceremonies, at 
the beginning and end of each session. 

In the centre of the entablature of the 
·polltico of the main entrance, the arms of 
the Province of Quebec, with the motto" J e 
·me souviens" are carved in Deschambault 
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limestone. This entablature is supported on 
each side by double Ionic coluUls, ofpoli"hed 
green granite from Quincy (l\Tassachus~tts) 
and by corresponding double pilasters of the 
same stone. To the right and left of this 
main entrance are pedestals built into the 
basement, in the form of piers intended for 
statues of great men of the present or future 
generations. Thl') idea has been expressed 
that they Hhould not be used for any of our 
contemporaries, during their life-time. 

The niches in the masonry of the front of 
the campanile and of the central forefront 
will hold the statues of Jacques Cartier, the 
discoverer of Canada; of Champlain, the 
founder of Qllebec; of Maisonneuve, the 
fuunder of Montreal; of Laviolett.e, the 
founder of Three-Hivers ; of Pierre Boucher, 
Governor of Three-Rivers, an accomplished 
type of the old Canadian seigneur; then 
those of Father de Brebeuf, the great Jesuit 
martyr; of the Recollet Father Nicolas Viel, 
drowned by the Indians ill the rapids since 
called Sault-au-Recollet; of lIfoltseiglteuJ' de 
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Montmorency - Laval, the first bishop of 
Quebec; of 1\1. Olier, the founder of the 
Society of :::It. Sulpitius and of that of Notre
Dame de 1\1011 treal; finaly those of Frun
tenac, Levis, Wolfe and l\Iontcalin, and of 
two celebrities of the nillcteellth century, 
Lord Elgin and Colonel Charle;l Michel de 
Salaberry. 

The arms of each of these per"onnages, 
those of their family, of their town, or order, 
are carved in stone above each niche 1. 

The manner in which these niches and 
statues are disj osed indiutte a very clear 
perception of the main lines of Canadian 
history; in their distribution there is also 
a noticeable parallelism whit'h denotes an 
experienced hand. 

1. The mottoes ot several of the personages have also 
been carved in stone. lIel'e are some of them: Laval: 
" lJi~1/ aide all p"ell/ier /wron chrestien;" Montcalm: 
"Moil innocence est mafu1"fel"esse, and" D"aconis extinc
tor; Elgin: " Puimlls ; " de Salaberry :" Porce II superbe, 
mercy a foible." The motto of the ,J e~uits : " Ad majore!n 
Dei gloriam;" that of the Franciscans (Recol\ets) : 
" Alisi! milti gloriari nisi in cruce D. N. J. U. ; ,. that of 
Levis: " Dieu ayde all second UII1'estiell, L~vis." 
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In the piers of each story and lip to the 
walls of the attic of this main front, trophies, 
surrounded by oak leave:,:, cartouches, pano
plifs and floating draperies bear, c:lrved in 
relil'f, the arms and names of the Governors 
and Lieutenants of the King: Montmagny, 
d' Ailleboust, d' Argenson, Tracy, Callieres, 
Vaudreuil, Murray, Dorchester, Prevost, 
Bagot; of the discoverers Marquette, Jo
liette, La Verendreye, La Salle; of the in
tendant Jean Taloll ; of the warriors Daulac, 
de Beaujell, Hertel, d'Iberville. 

The lalltern of the campanile, consisting 
of a story of the Corinthian order and of an 
attic, is flail ked at the allgles by four small 
towp)'s and is pierced hy bull's eyes on each 
face. 

One of these openillg:>, on the main front., 
is masked by an escutcheon, elliptic in form,. 
containing the Royal Arms carved in high 
relief. The key of the frame of thiH opening 
bears the mOllogram V. R., surmounted by 
an imperial crown. 

Jacques Cartier's :;tatue will be placed im-
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mediately below in an orrlonnauce in the 
Corinthian style. 

'1 he transpnrent dial-platl's of the clock 
in the call1pani'e nre lighted at lIight by an 
electric lamp in the interior of the tower. 
To the right and left of these dial-plates, 
lorcheH wi t Ii H ickl'ri lIg tlalllcs, ern blcllls of 
the Hight of time! and of life ever self-c,)Jl
~mmillg, are c<lrved ill the stone 

The attics of the fore-parts joined to the 
cltlllJ,allile are divided into three arcades 
separa.ted by Corin thian pi lasters. In the 
cell trctl arcades al'e 11 iches intended for the 
statues of Champ'aill and ~Iais()nlleuve. 

The pedimellt of the fore-part dedicated 
to Champlain iH SllrmOllll ted by a fine grol p 
in bronze by Mr. Philippe Hebert: ., Poetr.'I 
((1Id History. " Another bronze group by the 
same sculptor:" HeU!Jiollltlld Putri"." crowlls 
the pedilUent of the fore-part dedicated to 
Maisonneuve. 

III front of the main l'lItrance, at the foot 
of the campanile, on the slope of the gro!lI1d, 
is the monumental fountain dedicaterl. to the 
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aboriginal tribes of Canada already referred 
to. Its portic " of the Tuscan order, is orna
mented at the top by a bronze group re
presenting an Indian family. At the very 
foot, at the back of the sheet of water for
med by an almost elliptic baQin, forty-five' 
feet long and twenty-eight wide, a bronze 
Indian with a uigogne or fish-spear, spearing 
a llalmon fish in the middle of a casc:tde, 
completes the ornamentation of this graceful 
piece of work. 

The following statlles executed by Mr. 
Philippe He-bert have already been placed 
on the front of the Legislative Building: 

Campanile: Wolfe and ~Iontcalm. 

Champlain fore front: Frontenac, Elgin, 
Poetry and History. 

Maisonneuve fore-front: Levis, Salaberry, 
Religion and Patl·la. 

Fountain: An Indian family and Indian 
fish-spearer. 

The modelll of each of thelle statues were 
approved by a committee appointed by the 
Government and cOllsisting of ~lr. Simeon 
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Lesage', Assistant Commissioner of Public 
Works; Mr. Eugene Hamel, artist,and the 
architect, Mr. Tache, A ssisalJ t Corum issioner 
of Lflnd~, Forests and Fisheries. 

Rose granite pedestals, placed asa bOrder 
on' the foun'tilin avenUe, to the right' and 
left of the basin, await twisted columns 
which, in Mr, Tache's designs, are surmount
ed by Gr~cian lamps. The columns and htrnps 
~ill be 01 bronze. 

CORNER STONE. 

The corner stone of the portico 01 the 
main entrance' (the plinth of the double 
columns on the left hand side going in) was 
laid on the 17thJime, 18'34. The Evenement, 
of Quebec, published a description of the 
ceremony as follows: 

From /Il'E\'Ibm~IENT" of the 19th June, ]SS-j. 

" On Tuesday, at 3 p. m., Hi:; Honor the 
Lieutenant-Governor presided officially at 
the laying of the corner stone of the new 
Legislative Building. 
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" In spite of the exc,essi v:e heat, the cere
monyhad attracted a great mauy s);lectators 
to the spot, and those who hadbecn invited 
did not hesitate to brave the sun's rays. 
4mongst others pl~e~ent were t~e ll:lC~ll~epl 
o,f theG:ove),llment, ,of both Ilou~e,s of .the 
~,egisJ~ture and Qf the City COUl~cil. ,Bes~des 
the L~eutenant-,Governorand the J?r,ilpe 
Minister, who took an active part in the 
ceremony, we obs.~rved: ~Jrs.Ross. HOJl. J. 
Robertson, HOllo L. O. rraillon, HOIL Jean 
Blanchet, Hon. K J. Flynn, HUlL J. Wur
tele and Mrs. Wurtele, Hon. P. Garneau IU1d 
Mrs. Gal'lleau, Hon. J. Gingras, Mr. Joseph 
Shehyn ar.d the Misses :::;hehyn, Mrs. and 
the Misses Routhier, Hon. John .lJea ... ·n, Mr. 
E. Tache alld l\Ir:". Tache, Mr. Charlebuis 
and the principal officers of the uepllrJ
ments, etc. 

" The corner stolle is at the .base of one 
of the side l)illars of the main (utrance on 
the left hand side. 

"Flags of every kinu floated in profusion 
and the whole scene was a splendid one. 
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" The ceremony bf'gan with the following 
address presented to His Honor the Lieute
nant-Governor by the Prime Minister, Hon. 
Dr. Ross: 

"To His Honor the Honorable Theodore 
Robitaille, member ofI-Ier Majesty'sPrivy 
Council for Canada, Lieutenant-Governor 
of the Province of Quebec, etc., etc. 

"MAY IT PLEASE YOUR H0NOR: 

"I have the honor to re(lLle8t YOLl, as the 
representative of lIer Majesty the Queen, 
to proceed with the ceremony of laying the 
corner stone of this Legislatiye Bui~ding. 

"As head of the Legislature and of the 
executive power of this I'ro\'ince, it is your 
office to see to tIl<' maintellance of the poli
tical institutions (ll' which this builJing is 
both the receptacle and the symboL 

" May your participation in this ceremo
Ily be a pledge of the n'sped of the present 
and future gl'neratiolls for the authority of 
which yOll are the representative and for 
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1he federal institutions to which the people 
of this Province are so justly attached. 

" (Signed), 

J QHN J. Ross, 

" Prime Minister and Commissioner of 
Agriculture and Public Works. 

"QUEBEC, 17th June, 1884." 

The Lieutenant-Governor then carne for
wl,1rd .and .deposited in thecavitv of the 
corner stone a commemorative ~late bearing 
the following inscription: 

"LEGISLATIVE BUILDING. 

"PROVINCE OF QUEBEC. 

"17th June 1884.-47thyear ofthe reign 
of Her Majesty VICTORIA I., Queen of 
-England. 

"The Honorable THEODORE ROBITAILLE, 
Member of Her Majesty's Privy Council for 
Canada, Lieutenant-Governor of the Pro
vince ot Quebec. 
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The HOllornhle JOHN J. Ross, Prime Mi
nister and Commissioner of Public Works. 

EUGENE TACHE, architect. 

P. GAUVREAU and J. B. DEROME, archi
tects of the building' and directors of Public 

Works. 
A. CHARLEBOIS, builder." 

The Prime Mini:-;ter then deposited in 
this cavity a photograph likelle:-;, of His 
Honor the Lieutenant-Governor, and ~ome 
othf'r articles. The Mayor put in the city 
directory for the current year. 

His Honor the Lieutenant-Governor and 
the Prime Minister, one with a trowel, the 
other with a hammer, laid the corner stone, 
and the Governor declared it officially lald. 

However, it will not be finally laid until 
Saturday next. It is intended to place in it 
all the Quebec IIl'wHpaperH containillg an 
accoun t of the ceremony and various other 
articles and documents connected therewith. 

The ceremony ended with a most remark
able address delivered by His Honor the 
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Lieutenant-Governor, and which we have 
much pleasure in printing. 

" GOVERN:llENT HOUSE, 

"QUEBEC: 17th June, 1884. 

" MR. PREMIER, 

LADIES AND GENTLEMEN : 

" The action we have just performed in 
solemnly laying the corner stone of this, 
our new Parliament Building, is of great 
importance. The Province of Quebec has 
once more asserted its autonomy by its offi
cial representative. 

"In fact, what is this building whose 
erection we have just solemnized? It is the 
Legislative Building, ill which the repre
sentatives of our Province will deliberate 
and legislate in its name and for it. 

" In it the most important measures re
lative to its prosperity, its stability and its 
grandeur will be brought up. 
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" In it the problcms of its future will be 
\liscllssell and resolved. There, all the dearest 
in tcre:-;ts, from a social and religious point 
of vicw, will be protected. And its own 
children will preside over its destinies. 

" They will be the represen tati ves chosen 
hy it, entrllsted with its confidence, who 
will labor to make laws for it and to main
tain its gon~l"lIlllell t. III a word, this Legis
lati\'e Building will be the sanctuary of our 
provincial autonomy. 

"Provincial alltonomy, gentlemen, is a 
very great thing, a very preciolls prero
gative of which we cannot be too jealous. 
It is our :,;afl'gual'll and our palladium. It is 
a good thing that there is a central govern
ment :It Ottawa, powerful and respected, 
wlJich grollps the scattcred forces together, 
which serVes as a bond between the pro
vinces of" the Canadian Confederation, which 
giycs an impctlls to great undcrtakings, 
which en('()llrages indllstry, trade and navig
ation, which has the necessary strength, 
pre:,;tige and resources to worthily repre-
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sent our country in the concert of natioll:> ; 
but, besides this central power, it. is good 
also that there should be :l local power, 
which, acting in a more limited sphere, 
sbould, if I may so express myself, have a 
more in timate jurisdiction Hnd exert its 
watchfulness and control over the elements 
constituting the basis of our social order -
property, civil laws, municipal organization, 
education, etc. Thi8 antonomy has been 
fully secured to us by the Confederation 
Act which has cOllRecrn.ted the principle of 
governmen t decen tralization. 

"The Province of Quebec, more than any 
other, should adhere to this tutelary prin
ciple, and it does so. 

" Of course, as it has been stated, it would 
be more convenient and Ies:; costly to have 
but one government and one administration. 
But, if it be true that we would have less 
to pay, we would also be Ie:;:; masters at 
home and less in a position to control our 
family affairs. Our Province has felt this 
and has spared nothing to assure the per-
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petuity of its loc:tl institutions. It has ge
nerously made the nccessary sacrifices to 
tlwt enll, and the erection of the buildings 
now occupicd by the public departments 
aJl!l the new Legi;,;lati ve Building are a 
manifest proof of it. 

,. '1'0 those who may hereafter ask whe
thc'r the Pl'Ovincc of quebec is attached to 
its institutiolls and to its provincial auto-
110lllY we may reply: 

" Go and see the public huilding's it has 
crcdl'd ill its capital, and you will find that 
it illtc>nris tl) preserve that 8e1j~!ll)r('J'nment 

~which it has l'o])(luered after a century of 
strllg~I('s and (·()lllbats. 

"I was thereforc right in saying that 
the layin!!' of the cornerstol1e of our LeO'is-

.' '- 0 

lative Building is an important c\'ent for 
11 s, 

,. I llClpe th;tt this building will ('\'er see 
practical measures l'lahornted ; that the 
asselllblies held there will be inspired by 
natiun:t1 trauitiOlls; that love of country 
will IlCYcr cease to be their incentive and 
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guide, and that respect for justice and right 
will jJreside at their deliberations. Finally, 
~ trust that all the laws they will enact 
will have for their result the happiness, 
prosperity and glory of Ollr beloved pro-

. " ymce. 

The following is the list of the articles 
deposited in the corner stolle of the Legis
lative Building: 

1. A metal plate, with inscription, depo
sited by His HOllOI' the Lieutenant-Gover

nor. 

2. A metal crucifix and a photugraph of 
the Lieutenant-Governor, with autog'mph, 
deposi ted by tl~e Honorable Pri me ;\Iin ister. 

3. A directory of the city of Quebec, de
posited by the Mayor of Quebec. 

Mr. Eugene Tache, the archi tect of the 
building, also deposited a statllett'~ of St. 
Joseph in the cavity of the stone. 
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(From the" Ed:XD!EXT ,. of the ~bt .Tune, n';H.J..) 

" Copies of each of the French and En
glish newspapers containing an account of 
the laying of the corner stone of the new 
Legislative Building were deposited in that 
stone at noon to-llay, in the presence of 
.Mr. S. LeSage, Af'si:.;iant-Commissioner of 
the Department of Agriculture and Public 
Works, and of l\Ir. Ernest Gagnon, Secre
tary of the same department. Then an 
enormous :;tone, lifted by a powerful crane, 
was laid on that containing the newspapers 
and other ltrticles deposited during the 
ceremony of last Tuesday. Mr. Pageau, 
ltfchitect, directed the operation." 

INTERNAL DI~CORATIONS 

On entering the first vestibule of the 
main entrance of the Legislative Building, 
one observes on the right hand side, carved 
in the Ohio ~;andstone, with which the walls 
of the vestibule are faced, the escutcheon of 
the ~Iar!lllif' of Lorue, with the Norman 
bark of the House of Argyle and the motto: 
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Ne obliviscaris. Below are the dates 1878-
1883, indicating the term of the Marquis of 
Lorne as Governor-General of Canada. 

To the left are carved the arms of the 
Marquis of Lansdowne, late Governor-Ge
neral, with the motto: Virtnte non verbi8, 
and the dates 1883-1888. 

Close by, to the left of the door leading 
to the inner vestibule, are the arms of the 
Honorable Theodore Robitaille, ex-Lie ute
nant-Governor of the Province, whose 
characteristic emblem i" a dove with an 
olive branch in its beak, and the motto: 
A ciel onvert. Below are the figures 1879-
1884. 

As a pendant to the latter blasollry, on 
the right, that of the Honorable Louis Ro
drigue Masson, ex-Lieutenant - Governor, 
with his emblem, a head of a winged lion, 
and the motto: Dien {/!Jdant, is carved 
in the sandstone facill g. Below it are the 
figures 1884-1887. 

The Marquis of Lome and the ~Iarq ui" of 
Lansdowne, Mr. :Robitaille and Mr. Masson 
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were successively, the former, Governors
Ceneral of Canada, and the latter Lieute
nant-Governors of the Province of Quebec 
tIming the erection of that part of the 
G0vernmellt Building:-; known a:-; the Legis
latiYe Bllihling. vVe ha.ve seen above that 
thi;-; "';1:-; cOlllmenced in 1883 and cOlllpleted 
at the end of the year 1886. 

The lJlack walnut wainscoting of the 
ve;-;t i bllles, ground floor and first and second 
;-;torie;-; of the Legislative Buildings are 
orualllellted with chiseled and gilt ara
besq lH~S, coat:-; of arms and inscriptions of 
extreemely remarkable taste and science. 
It is hi~tory written in heraldic langnage. 
On the ground floor are the arms and names 
of personages belonging> to the first period of 
North American and Canadian history: 
Verazzani, Sebastian Cabot, de la Roche, de 
Caell, Roberval, POlltgrave, POlltrincourt, 
de MOll te, Lery, de Chastes, POll tcha.rtrain, 
Chateaufurt, the Marchioness de GlIerche
ville, Lauzon, Courcelles. HOCqllftl't, Denon
ville, Begon, Duquesne, the Duchesse d'Ai-
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guillon, Madame de Ia Peltrie, Marie Gl1yart 
de l'Incarnation. 

On a cartouche at the foot of the mai n 
staircase in the vestibule, traced out in gullI, 
is a sun lighting up the worhl, with the 
motto: Nee plurilms impar, and the inscrip
tion: "Louis XIV." Facing it, and on an
other cartouche, are engraved the arms and 
the name of Colbert. 1 

In the story above, and in similar PlJsi
tions, are the arms of George III of Eng
land and of hi:,> minister, William Pitt. 

The visitor ascends a flight of ~tairs alld 
history advances a century. With c~nSl1m
mate art, the gilt arabesques run along the 
panels of the ramps and landing-pl:wes to 
the first and then to the second story, 
multiplying their varied and graceful de
signs and surrounding the coats of arms of 
personages belonging for the most part to a 
more recent period: St. Valier, Pontbriand, 
Beauharnois, La Galissonniere, La J on-

1. Colbert's motto was: "Pro Rege Sa'],e, pro pa/ria 
semper i" "For King often, for Country ever." 
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qmerE:>, Longueuil, Coulon de Villiers; 
Ramezay, Townshend, Amherst, Quesnel, 
V alliere~, Sewell, Stuart, Panet, Baby, Tas
chereau,Bedard,de Lery, Lotbiniere, Parent, 
Nelson, Lanaudiere, Boucherville, Viger, 
Cuvillier, ~t. Ours, Bourdages, Plessis, 
l\lountain, Blanchet, Laforce, Lartigue, 
Bourgd, Rollette, Dambourges, Duchesllay, 
de Gaspe, etc. 

On the highest landing place of the main 
staircase, amidst an abundance of palms, 
picked out in gold on the panels of the 
wainscoting, shines the monogram of the 
Society of Jesus and the names of some of 
the Jesuit missionaries who have watered 
with their blood and fertilized by their 
martyrdom the soil of Canada and of North 
America, which, from that time, became 
Christian soil: J ogues, Lalemant, Rasle, 
Buteux, Garnier. 

To the right are the names of the first 
historians of New France: Sagard, Lescar
bot, Ducreux, Charlevoix; to the left are 
those of modern historians: Garneau, Fer
land, Christie, Bouchette. 
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The panels of the ramps also bear, traced 
out in gold and surrounded by arabesques, 
the name of "Lorne," with the arms and 
motto of the House of Argyle and of Eng
land; the name of'" Lansdowne," with the 
arms of the Flahaut, the arms of the Chatel
lerault, and the motto Sola novii£t1l8 cirtlts, 
as well as the names, arms and mottoes of 
our first Lieutenant-Governors. 

The carving and tracings, in gold on 
black walnut, of the monumental doors of 
the Legislati ve Council and Legislative 
Assembly Chambers, as well as of the 
thrones of the Speakers of both Houses, are 
the admira'tion of all visitors. 

The figures'" 1792," the date of the adven t 
of constitutional government inaugurating 
the parlianL~ntary system in Canada, and 
the figures" 1867," the date of Confeder
ation, are traced in gold on the two leaves 
of the great doors of both Houses, amidst 
mo"t elegant palms. 

The Legislative Council and Legislative 
Assembly Chambers are of the same dimen-
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sions: sixty-seven feet long, fifty feet wide 
and thjrt.Y-th~ee feet high. 

Each Chamber is lighten up by two hun
dred electric lamps attached to the ceiling 
in the shape of a parallelogram~ 

The letter" C" (Canada), surrounded by 
wreaths of oak leaves moulded in plaster, 
serves as ornament and crown the smaller 
en trance doors of both Houses. 

The ceilings lwd cross-walls are arranged 
to receive frescoes or other wall paintings. 1 

Tlte arms of England and or Old France 
with angels as supporters, figure in the 
many plaster decorations of these vast 
rooms. 

1. .J11". Eugene Hamel has made sketches for the 
Government of two great historical pieces which will 
,!oubth·s" be painted later on the walls of the Legislative 
Building. The same artist has painted most of the portraits 
of the Speakers of the Legislative Council and Legislative 
Assembly wl.iC'h have been 1,]:\('''.1 in the Chambers and 
in their vestibules: those of the Hon. Messrs. de Boucher
ville, Ross, Lc.JIaire, de la Bl'Uere, Fortin, Blanchet, Taillon, 
Beaubien, Turcotte, Wiirtele, Marchand. The pOl'traitof 
Hon. Mr. Leblanc has been painted by .J[r. Saint· Charles, 
and that of Hon. )11'. Starnes, by Mr. Alexander. 
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Here and there in several other portions 
of the building are placed: 

The arms of England: "Quartered first 
and fourth gules with three leopards or, one 
above the other," with the motto " Dieu et 
mon droit." 

The arms of Scotland: "Or, in base a 
lion gules surrounded by a double tressure 
flory and counter fiory or," with the motto 
" Nemo me impnne Zacessit." 

The arms of Ireland: " Azure with a harp 
or," and the motto" Erin go Bragh." 

And the arms of the old kingdom of 
France, the country from which came the 
ancestors of most of the i!lhabitants of the 
Province of Quebec: "Azure with three 
jleu,rs-de-lys or" and the war-cry "Mont
Joye Saint-Denys." 1 

1. Mont-Joye was the name of the Carlovingian banner; 
Saint-Denys was the name of the Capetian oriflamme_ 
The banner of the Carlovingians was given by Pope 
Adrian I. to Charlemagne on the hill in Rome called 
Mons Gattdii (Mount of Joy), whence the name Mont-Joye 
was given to that banner. 

The arms of Old France in the decoration of the Leiis-
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A Canadian author, writing of the build
ingtl which form the object of this study, 
says: 

"Our historial or archi tectuml monu
ments are vcry humble and peUy compared 
with those of European cities. From an 
artistical po~nt of view they have compa
ratively buta limited value. But it is other
wise with our Legislatiye Building - the 
Pan theon of French Canada - which would 
be an ornamen t even to the finest ci ties of 
France and Italy. 

" There is I know not what of strength 
and grace ill this building which charms 

latin' Buil,ling have no political meaning. Canadians of 
French origin were definitively separated from their old 
mother country by the Treaty of Paris in 1763. The offi
cial and political ties, which united them to the country of 
their ancc'stors were then severed and the first French 
republic, the first empire, the restoration, the second 
republic, the second empire and the third republic 
occupy no place in their history. ·When Frenchmen and 
Englishmen from beyond the sea observe here the arms 
or Old France, they may find the explanation of this 
species of anachronism i'l the motto of the Province of 
Quebec" J e me sou viens." There is. no other. 



IN QUEBEC 109 

and captivates the eye. That roof, so much 
admired by Princess Louise and which re
calls that of the Tuileries,l that elegallt 
and majestical campanile, those pavilions 
where the lilies are scattered with a lavish 
halld, resemble nothing to be seen else
where on our American soil. 

" All this architecture is truly French; 
with, in addition, a peculiar character of its 
own in which the learned, original, dis
tinguished and very Canadian personality 
of the architect, Mr. Eugene Tache, mal1l
fests itself." 

LATERAL FACES. 

The masonry work of the three sides of 
the building facing on GI'ande Allee, St. 
Augustin and St. Julia streets was com
menced in 1877. They were interrupted in 
the autumn, then resumed in the spring of 
1878. The figure "1878," on the fore-front 
in the centre of the side facing Grande Allee, 

1. It was to the dome of the central pavilion facing 
Grande Allee that this allusion was made. The roof of 
the main building was built only after the departure of 
the artiiit princess. 



110 GOVERNMENT BUILDINGS 

illdicates the year when the stone beitring 
that figure ,,'as laid there and not the year 
when the work wa" cOllllllellced. 

Above the figure i" the monogram of Her 
Majesty the Queen of England, "V. R.", 
carved in stone, surrounded by a crown of 
oak leayes and ornamentl'(l with ray~. To 
the right and left are the letters" D" and 
" L" surrounded by lal1rel branches, stand
ing for the names of the Earl of Dufferin 
mHl the Marquis of Lorne, who were succes
sively Governors of Canada while this side 
was being built. The letter" D" is ;,Ul'

mounted by an earl's coronet, and the letter 
'" L" by that of a marquis. 

The entrance on this side facing Grande 
Allee, with its Ionic pilasters and its orna
ments of such pure taste is one of the best 
details of the whole building. It i~ a charm
ing episode in this fine poem. 1 

1. Chevalier Falardeau \Va, never tired of contemplating 
the side facing on Grrtmle Allee. "It is an admirable 
palace," he would say, "which would be an ornament in 
the finest of our Italian cities." The main front of the 
building was not built then (!~:32). 
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Panoplies placed above this door, to the 
right and left, con tail}, carved in relief, the 
arms of the first two Lieutenant-Governora 
of the Provi'nce under Confederation : Sir 
Narcisse Fortullat Belleau and Honorable 
Rene Edouard Caron. 

Each of these coats of arms bears its cha
racteristic emblem as a crest. 

Sir N. F. Belleau';;; escutcheon is sur
mounted by an owl; the motto is Je vcille. 
Mr. Caron's escutcheon is surmounted by a 
fleur-de-lis, and the motto is SIlClviterin 
modo, (oTtiter in ,,·e. Each escutcheon bears 
a knight's helmet. 

On t he side facing St. Augustin street 
are similar panoplies in the piers of the 
first story. The one on the right of the 
doorway, bears the arms of Mr. Caron's 
successor, Hon. Luc Letellier de St. Just, 
with a knight's helmet and surmounted by 
a hand as a crest. The motto is HWI;III(///Il8 

ob patriam. In the other panoply (to the 
left of the entrance) were carved, in 1895, 
the arms of Sir Adolphe Chapleau, the 
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present Lieutenant-Governor of the Pro
vince of Que bec. These arms are as follows: 

" Argent on a fess azure, two barrulets 
of the same, one in chief, the other in point, 
and three lions' heads, sable, erased and 
langued gules. In S tlrto nt, the arms of the 
Province of Quebec: Or, on a fess gules 
charged with a lion pas8ant, guard«nt, or, 
and two flellr8-de-li8 azure in chief, and a 
sprig of three maple leaves slipped in vert." 

Motto: "Toujours pour elle." 

The escutcheon has a knight's helmet 
and as a crest three maple leaves, vert. 1 

The arms of the Honorable Auguste Real 
Angers, sixth Lieutenant-Governor of the 
Province of Quebec under Confederation, 

1. In heraldry, as everyone knows, colors are indicated 
on stone, marble, bronze and wood by hatches traced 
according to conventional rules. Thus, rcd (gules) is re
presented by vertical lines; blue (azure) by horizontal 
lines; green (vert) by diagonal lines from right to left; 
purple by diagonal lines from left to right; black (sable) 
by horizontal and vertical lines crossed; gold (or) is reo 
presented by dots; silver (argent) by the absence of all 
hatches or incrustation (a plain ground). 
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have been carved, in 18~6, in one of the 
panoplies of the side facing St. Julia street. 
They are as follows: " Quartered saltierwise 
first and fourth azure with a star, argent, 
second and third, or, with a rOl-;e gules slipped 
in vert; in surtout gules a cherub's head 
winged, with the :-;:Jllle for crest." 1 

The motto is: Pllr dl'oicf.~ dl(;mills. 

The three lateral faces of which we have 
spoken have each a central pavilion pro
jecting from the general line, surmounted 
by an attic serving as :l base for a large 
four-sided cupola, pierced with dormer win
dows on the outer side am1 on the side fa
cing the yard. The transverse bays of these 
cupolas are flanked by chimneys whose 
proportions and elegant forms embellish 
the cupolas themselves. 

The entrances of tne central pavilions 
of the lateral faces above mentioned are 
ornamented with a portico of the Ionic 

1. Mr. Angers' ancestors used to sign their name 
"Angest" (little angel), hence the cherub's head in the 

cen tre of the shield. 
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order with pilasters imbedded in the rustic 
quoins of the ground floor. The architect 
ha:-; very happily introduced nat.ional em
blems in them; thus the freize of the enta
blature of this portico i:-; ornamented with 
a lion l/((Ij·wlllt between two flettrs-de-lys and 
the key of the archivolt bears three maple 
leaves slipped, which make up the variou 
constituents of the arms of our Province. 

The panels of the arched doors of these 
entrances are ornamented with boughs and 
laurel:-;. 

At each angle of the square formed hy 
the building, a pavilion, projecting cen
trally, :-;llpports on one side a raised roof on 
which are j'cIIl"s-de-lis, and, on the other 
side~ a stone dormer artistically carved con
taining a lilOUlIlnenta.l clock. 

Escutcheon:-; of Deschambault stone, on 
which the arms of the Province are carved, 
and surmounted by the Royal Crown, stand 
(>n the top of the dormers containing the 
clock-faces. Each of the:-;e escuteheons has, 
as supports two enormous beavers sitting 
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erect, which gives an original and national 
character to this ornamentation which is 
quite conformable to heraldic and classic 
rules. 

The four pavilions at the angles of the 
.building, each contain an entrance oflimited 
proportions with Ionic pilasters, consols, 
cornice and cltrtouche, on which the Pro
villcial arms are carved. 

Two large arched gateways in the fore
front of the side facing St. Julia street, give 
access to the courtyard. The panels of these 
gateways are ornamented with crowns of 
oak leaves. 

The entrance in the central pavilion on 
Grande Allee leads to the offices of the Lieu
tenan t-Governor and the variolls public de
partments. 

At. the t.op of the large dormer in t.he 
front of t.he cupola of this pavilion is a 
flag-staf on which the British flag is hoisted 
whenever the Lieutenant-Governor of the 
Province comes to his office, and which 
remains hoisted as long as Her Majesty's 
representative is in the building. 
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For some years past, the doors of the 
sides facing on St. Julia and St. Augustin 
streets have not been used, in order to watch 
more strictly the entrance and departure of 
persons having access to the offices or other 
parts of the building. 

The Provincial Police are charged with 
the guardillg of the building and its ap
proaches. They have special q uartel's in 
the basement on the side facing St. Julia 
street. Signab to the constables on duty 
are given by electric wire:;. 

MATERIALS AND CONSTRUCTION-ToTAL COST 

OF THE BUILDINGS .\ND GROUNDS. 

The Goverllment Buildings are built of 
incombustible materials with the exception 
of the roof, ,,-hose frame-work is of wood as 
well as the roof itself. The latter is cover
ed over with galvanized iron with orna
men1s of hammered zinc as already stated. 

The green saJHh;tone used in the base
ment was taken from the Levis quarries. 
The stone of the facings of the outer walls 
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mime from the Deschambault quarries, that 
of the facing of the walls of the court-yard 
comes partly from a q narry at M url'ay Bay 
and partly from a quart'y at Terrebonne. 

The iron beams and other metal work 
used in the floor:,; and the tiles of the floor
ing came from Belgium. 

The apparatus for heating with hot water 
throughout the buildin~ up to the attics 
was put in by the firm of l\Iitehell, of Mon
real 

The elevators of the Legislatiye COllncil 
and Legislative Assembly are on the Otis 
system, which i:,; an ingpnious application 
of Armstrong's hydraulic lift. 

The bell, clocks and dials in the campa
nile and angle pavilions were put in by 
Mr. Cyrille Duquet of Qllebec. 

It would take too long to give the names 
of all the artisans a III I workmen to whom 
the con tractors confided the execn tion of 
the difficult portions' of the work. We may, 
however, mention Mr. Vincent and Mr. 
Cedrat, stone carvers, who, from Mr. Ta-
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che':; drawings, performed their task with 
remarkable success; Messrs. Gingras & 
Frere, who made the staircases, and Mr. A. 
Barbeau who did the ga yanized iron and 
zinc work of the roof. 

The wood-carving was done by Mr. Ber
linguet, jIlr .• M. L. Moisan and Mr. J. B. 
CDte. 

The total cost of the Government House, 
that is of Lie Legislative anfl Dep:utmental 
Buildings, including the amoull ts paid for the 
construction of the fountain and the granite 
waH around the grounds and the purchase 
of the" cricket field," the old skating rink 
and part of St. Eustache Street, the level
ling and embellishing of the grounds, the 
cost of the statues on the main front and 
fountain, etc., etc., i:-; $1,669,24\).16 (one 
million, six hundrecl and sixty-nine thou
sand two hundred and forty-nine dollars 
and sixteen cent;;). 

Two accident;; have increased the CORt of 
the building, viz: Istly, the destruction by 
fire of the old Parliament Building, near 
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the archbishop's palace, which occured on the 
19th April, 1883, necessitating the expense 
of temporary quarters in the building un
der construction for the following session 
of the Legislature; and 2ndly, the double 
dynamittl . explosion caused by criminal 
hands, on the 11th October, 18~4, and 
which necessitated the rebuilding of a por
tion of the edifice. 





THE STATUES 

AT THE KERMESSE 

For a. long while, the only two statues on the front of 
the Legislative Building WE're those of Frontenac and Lord 
Elgin. Frontenac is represented by the sculptor in the 
attitude he must have assumed when he gave his proud 
answer to Phipp's envoy: "Go and tell your master that 
I will send my reply by the mouth of my cannon," and a 
small cannon is shown on the hero's right side. Elgin, 
"the friend of CanadiallH," holds in his hand the cele
brated Bill of Indemnity which li" signed in spite of the 
angry shouts of the riders who burned down the Par
liament Buildings and threw eggs and stones in the face 
of the noble lord (Montreal, 1849). 

These two statues are the subject of the following article 
which was printed in a serial called La Kerrnesse, published 
in connection with a Kerrnesse or great fancy fair held for 
a charitable institution in IS92. 
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W-hat I am about to relate is so very 
stl'ttnge that I wonder wheth~r my readers 
will follow me to the end of my story. 

Fron tenac, the bronze Frontenac, put up 
by the Province of Quebec in a niche, with a 
can nOll •••• 

Well ? 

'VeIl, he came down from the front of the 
Parliament Building and went to the Ker
lIIess/- ! 

He had been talking about it all the pre
vions evening with Lord Elgin, who had 
finally consented to follow him. 

,. Bl'LIce," said he, "you must recollec;!.t a 
good many people still in Quebec_ Coine, it 
will amuse YI)I1; ollly, you won t be able to 
go incognito. It is differe-nt for me. They 
publi ~hell :t pri n t of a bishop as my portrait, 
and tlia,lIks to that lucky mistake, no one 
will recognize me. I Wll,nt to go and have 
It look at those English ladies w-h~ now 
reside in myoid capital of two centuries 
ago. 
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"Those English ladies ~ You are mistaken, 
nearly everybody speakK French .••. 

" Ha! there is Baptiste. 

" B~ptiste! Baptiste!" called out Fron
tenac. 

" What do you wan t, Sir? 

"Bring me a ladder. I am going down 
town to night." 

" All correct, Sir." 
"Hum, multered Elgin, on the contra,ry 

it seems to me far froUl correct." 

" Are you coming with me, Bruce ?" 

" You have only to slide down, my lord," 
said Baptiste. 

" Come, hurry up, my friend." 
" I follow you, said Lord Elgin," leaping 

down. 
Th(l two old governors looked into each 

other's faces and shook hands; then they 
walked towards Grande Allee. 

When they got near St. Louis Gate, Fron
tenac stretched out his arms towards the 
tipper town and muttered between his teeth: 
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" That miscreant Ramezay, who capitulat
ed j l!st as Levis was about to arrive; at the 
moment when the Engli.,h were to be caught 
between two fires; in spite of Vaudreuil, of 
Joannes, of La Rochebeaucour; in spite of 
~ommon sense! No he was not a Frenchman, 
he was a Scotchman ..•• 

"Buade, Buade, speak not aga.inst the 
Scotch, they have more than once shown 
themselves your friends. 

"You at least were one. I often feel in
clined to lean over so as to see you sign 
your bill of indemnity in spite of the cla
mours of the Upper Canadians and the 
omelette· makers in Montreal." 

By this time they had reached the pa
vilion where a,ll the beauty and fashion of 
the city meets nightly and where is held 
that hrilliant assembly designated by a 
Flemish or Dutch name: the ](pl'lIfe88e. 

Fron tenac retained his :-ltiff manner of old 
and his bronze eye-brows frowned sternly 
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when the door-keeper asked him for his 
entrance money, five cents. 

" Take my hat and hold your tongue," he 
said. The door-keeper had never seen snch 
a hat and fOllnd it heavy. He did Hot ask 
Elgin for his money: the good governor had 
such a lordly air and such a pleasant smile ... 

As the two heroes entered the room their 
eyes were dazzlecl by the electric light. 

" I cannot get accllstome!l to that ma
chine," said Frontenac. "Besides it is a 
long time since I have seen ladies 1'3:) close 
and it all dances before my sight like fire
flies ..• -0 let Divine! In D':t'illJ~! thy portrait 
is at Versailles where no one knows thee 
in thy garb of l\Iinerva. A 1'3 for me, at least, 
my memory still Ii yes and I am called by 
my name. Thou (Hdst deead the poor 
Ohuiean Saint-Loni.s and Qnebec's rugged 
rock; but here thou wouldst have been 
queen .••• Champlain's wife, d' Ailleb::Hlst's 
wife and Denonville's wife had not the 
same aversion and their names aee vener
ated and glorified. A :Minerva, a woman of 
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fa.shion, when sh(' bore the name of Comtes8e 
de Frontenac; when her husband carried 
terror among the Iroquois, defeated hostile 
tleet~ and lorded it over a country ten 
times larger than France! ..•• " 

" Will you take !:lomething ?" gracefully 
asked a young' lady frO'nl the refreshment 
table. 

" I will take flags from the enemy," said 
the old warrior in thundering tones, "and 
hang them up myself in the cathedral." 
Then, lowering his tone, he said: 

"Thank you, belle demoi8elle." 

The luBe dCllIOi8elle was as pale as a ghost 
and trembled in all her limbs. The man of 
bronze tried to smile. 

" Pardon me," he added," I am getting 
Yl'ry cros:-; since I am stuck up in that niche. 
Here is some stamped paper which you can 
ea:-;ily get changed by applying to your 
great collector a1\d llUlllismati"t Cyrille 
Tes"ier. It i:-; worth fifty li1're8. Take a 
ticket in the Tombola fot, me and try to 
,,-in a trip to Europe. I would not be sort'y 
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to have a chance to speak my mind to those 
rascals who have upset everything ill Paris 
and expelled my good friend8 the Franci8-
can monks from their convents. Then I 
would like to go to Versaillc8 to call up the 
shade of Louis the Great and .••. to see the 
portrait of La Dicillc." 

.. .. .. 

Elgin had left his companion and was 
chattin'g quietly with a lady whose pleasant 
face and white hair had first attracted his 
attention. 

" I think I recognize yon, madam", said 
the noble lord. " Are you not related to Mr. 
K .• ", one of the habitnes of Spencer Wood, 
some forty years ago? 

"Yes, Your Excellency," replied Mada
me B .••. with her cheerful smile. 

" I think you are the only person I know 
here to-night. You were very youlIg when 
I lived in Quebec and used to pay a visit 
every week to myoId friends in St. Louis 
street, Mademoiselle Baby and Mademoi-
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sellL' de La Naudiere. Do the people like 
Lord Stanley?" 

" I think HO. Like you, he refuses to give 
his support to fanatics, and in this he shows 
himself a devoted servant of the English 
Crown. Lady Stanley is charming and most 
distill[JII':e. 

" Do yon like being in yonI' niche?" 
" 1 es and no. I see things which pain 

me, while others give me pleasure. As far 
as possible, I look upon what is beautiful and 
I close my eyes to what is ridiculous." 

" Ah ! then, my lord, you must .••. " 
The Governor smiled in a kindly man

ner. 
''If Hebert had given me a hat, like 

Frontenac, I would have preferred it. I 
suffered greatly fl'om cold last winter, but 
not so much as Madame Micmac, my neigh
bour. By the way, could you not spare me 
a blanket for the little savage in the In
dian Group? It is really pitiful to see him. 
I often hear him cough and I dont unders
tand how Hebert. ••• - Who are those two 
clergymen? " 
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" Monseigneur Paquet and <MoJl.~ielli' ROl1s
sel of the Quebec Seminary." 

" .••. Yes, I recognize them now; they 
are the first two graduates of Laval Uni
versity and I myself handed them their 
diplomas of Bachelor of Arts at the grand 
illaugural ceremony at Laval Ulliver:-:ity 
on the 21rst September 1854, in the pre
sence of my cabinet-ministers, of all the 
Canadian Catholic bishops, of the officers of 
garrison and of an immense audience. Beside 
me stood Monseigneur Turgeon, Rev. Mr. 
Casault, the rector, and Bishop de Charbon
nel who had first deli\"ered an admirable 
address." 

"You also, my lord, made a speech that 
day which was much spoken of. Every 
body was pleased to hear you speak such 
good French and so fluently." 

'*' of; '*' 
A group of men stood a little apa.rt. They 

surrounded Frontenac whom they had re
cogniz-ed by his dres,; and questioned hi.n 
about Louis XIV, Colbert, Uhampigny, 
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Phipps and the Canadians of the latter end 
of the 17th century. 

At that moment the half past nine o'clock 
gun thundered from Cape Diamond bastion. 

" My gun firing of its own accord! "laugh
ingly exclaimed Frontenac. "It is time to 
go back to our places." 

" So soon," said a young journalist, a fu
ture member of the Royal Society who, 
meanwhile, had charge of the local news 
column in a morning paper. "Leave us 
at least a mmnento of your visit." 

" A memento? I am quite willing. I will 
give you a counsel: 

" II01wnr sill'jJ7i(·il!J ((wI ji·nga lity. 

" There is too much luxury in this country 
and too much feasting in Quebec. 

"Frugality is the virtue of powerful 
races. 

" Imitate your fathers who lived in the 
heroic days of Can ada. Remain simple, sober, 
religious; you are already a people, you 
will become a nation." 
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"A t l·t·? " ·d h . s 0 po 1 lCS .• • • • Sal .. t e Jour-
nalist. '": 

" As to politics, be on your guard again~t 
the Basionnais. Remain faithful to England 
for you owe her allegiance. Respect the 
rights of others; but insist upon your rights 
being respected. Let there be no yielding 
on that point! Remember that the flag held 
by a firm hand is the only one that is res
pected." 

The veteran had drawn himself up to his 
full height; on his features shone a look of 
incomparable maje8ty, softened by paternal 
regard. Taking Elgin's arm, he said: " Let 
us go now." Then turning to the door
keeper, he said: " Give me my hat and take 
this medal called Kebeca liberata: Judge 
Baby will give you ten pounds for it. 

*' *' *' 
An hour later, Elgin, standing in his 

usual place, recalled to mind all the in
cidents of the evening and tears coursed 
down his bronze cheeks while he repeated 
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this passage of his famous speech at the 
inauguration of Laval University: 

"When, at night, a misty veil covers the 
firmament and hitlesthe stars from mortal 
eyes, think not that those heavenly bodies 
have quenched their fires. Wait and soon 
the breeze will scatter the clouds and the 
bright stars will shine ih the azure with a 
neW and more radiant brilliancy. 

" When, with soul oppressed, and heart 
disturbed by pasSions, you no longer see the 
suOiime light of Faith, await in prayer and 
do not allo'w YOll1'selves to be overwhelmed 
by do-ubt.Soona divine breath will dispel 
the daTkness and eternal truths will appear 
to your minas more luminous and more 
evident than ever . 
. . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

" Yes," he murmured, " it is quite true: 
I have a French heart in a Scoth bosom .... 

-1 wouId ha-ve liked to have died Ii} Quebec. 
• • •• My wliole being is moved at the 
reconeCtiOn of the past, and my allcestors 
of Normandy and the Isle of I:>aillts have 
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bequeathed me traditions and beliefs which, 
without my knowing it, have penetrated to 
the very marrow of my bones." 
..................... , ................ . 
. . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . ..... . 

"My good Canadians," said Frontenac, 
"how they have remained Christian and 
French! • •• This Kermesse has been orga
nized for a branch of the Hospitaller Sisters 
established at Notre-Dame-des-Anges by 
my friend Bishop de Saint-Vallier; or rather 
for the infirm, the poor, the unfortunate. 
God be praised! old France is not dead yet. 
• • •• But they! Iberville, Sainte-Helene, 
all the society of Clwteall 8aint-Lonis, where 
are they? Is that their knell I hear tolling 
in the air? Midnight rmgs out from the 

Tower clock. 

" The sky is dull and cold. The lonely moon 
Grudgingly bestows her rays on earth; 
The forest wind utters a heart-rending cry; 
The waves of the St_ Lawrence sound like a wailing voice, 
And the brazen throated bell tolls from hour to hour 
Its resounding knell in the cloudy sky-" 
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Long did the old Governor speak. In spite 
of Nature's gloom, there was a joyfulness 
ill his voice, and when dawn brought out the 
undulating peaks of the Laul'elltians, in 
the north, the echoes of the fOllntain and of 
the campanile repeated for the last time: 
" 0 my good Canadians! " 

E. G. 



Lisle des [J()u,vernements de la pl'ovince de 

Quebec depnis l' el(/blis8ement de let Confedera

tion. 

Ministere Chauveau ......... ler juillet .. lR67. 
Ministere Ouime~ ........... 27 fevrier .. 1873. 
Ministere de Bouchel'ville .... 22 sep~embre 1874. 
l\linistere Joly .............. 8 mars ..... 1878. 
Ministere Chapleau ......... 31 octobre .. 1879. 
Ministere Mousseau ......... 1er a()llt .... 1882. 
Ministel'e Ross ............. 23 janvier .. 1884. 
Ministere Taillon ........... 22 janvier .. 1887. 
Minislere Mercier ........... 29 janvier .. 1R87· 
Ministel'e de Boueherville .... 21 decembl'e. 1891. 
Ministere Taillon ........... 16 decembre.1892. 
Ministere Flynn ............ 11 mai. .... 1896. 
Ministere Marchand ........ 24 mai. .... 1897. 

Lisle des membres dn Conseil EXeClllif de la 

provinee de Quebec (lerjuillet 1897). 

Les honorables Ml\L F.-G. ~fa.rchand, J. Shehyn, 
J.-E. Robidoux, H. Archambault, G.-W. Stephens, 
F.-G. Miville Dechene, S -N. Parent, Ad. Turgeon, 
J.-J. Guerin et H.-T. Duffy. 
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