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VALENTINE AND ORSON,

CHAP. I.

King Pepin banishes Queen Bertha, and gives his
Sister in Marriage to the Emperor of Constanti-
nople.

EPIN, king of France, married Bertha,

a princefs exceedingly fair and wife. = A
wicked old woman occafioned this good queen
to be banithed, while fhe introduced her own -
daughter as the king’s coricubine. King Pe-
pin had two fons by this maiden, Haufray and
Henry. At laft, however, at the earneft re- .
quett of divers peers and lords of France, the
good queen began to find favour with the
king her hufband, who, difcovering the trea~
chery of the wicked old woman, with great
honour and triumph received her again; and
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fhe being thus reftored, in a fhort time
had a fon, called Charlemain the Puiffant.
King Pepin had a fifter named Bellifant,
a lady of great wit and beauty ; and Alex-
ander, emperor of Conftantinople, came to
France to demand her in marriage. King
Pepin made great preparations for entertain-
ing this noble emperor, and went to meet
and condu@ him to the ecourt of France;
where the emperor and Bellifant were ef-
poufed. The marriage feftivals being end-
ed, the emperor returned to Conftantinople.
"Thefe mighty princes being come to a port of
the fea, king Pepin turned to his {ifter, and in
this manner took his leave. =« Fair fifter,
be governed by the modeft ladies of the land
to which you are going, and give no ear to
difloyalty ; for if I fhould hear i tidings of
you, it would break my heart.” Then em-
bracing his fifter, he refizned ber to the
mercy of the waves. = King Pepin then re-
turned to France; and the emperor, with his
train, arrived in fafety at Conftantinople,
-with great joy, honour, and triumph. But thefe
Joys were foon conyerted into Jamentations.
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CHAP. 1T

The Treachery of the wicked /rch Priest of Con-

stuniinople.

N Conftantinople lived an arch-prieft, in
whom the emperor repofed much truft,
and whom he made fole governor over all his
houfe; he was alfo his principal confeflor,
and his greateft favourite. This prieft for-
getting all the emperor’s favours, and being
enraptured with the beauty of the new em-
prefs, feized the firft opportunity of infult-
ing her with his wicked propofals.

The noble reply of the worthy em-
prefs ftung the prieft to the very heart, and
filled him with rage ; however, he durft make
no reply, but craved pardon for his rath fol-
lies, and fo departed. Yet being much ir+
ritated in mind, he devifed to revenge him-
felf upon the innocent lady by deceit.—
At a' ‘it opportunity, finding the emperor
alone, he thus accofted him :

Right high and mighty emperor, you know
I am a holy prieft, and may not feek ‘the
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blood of any %an; and as, by the way of
confeflion, I came unto the knowledge of a
dreadful fecret, I neither ought nor will re-
veal the name of the criminal; let it fuffice
to fay, that Bertha, your emprefs, is faith-
lefs. My advice, therefore, is to be wary
of your perfon, and correct this her folly
but mildly, and with the prefervation of
your honour; for is it not a great fhame,
that your wife, fifter o a great king, one for
beauty and wifdom not to be paralleled by
any iady on earth, proveth.falfe! and, what
is ftill worfe, daily defireth your death? Oh!
my heart grieves to think on it!

The emperor, little miftrufting the trea-
chery of the arch-prieft, gave credit to all
his falfe words, and became extremely fad.
He reftrained awhile his paflion. At length,
entering into the chamber of Bellifant, in a
moft fierce, rude, and unmanly manner,
he took the fair lady by the hair of her
head, and dragged her about the chamber.
She cried out—Alas! my dear lord, what
moveth you. to this outrage? I call Heaven
to witnels I never did any thing in my life
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againft your honour. The emperor replied,
I am too well informed of thy proceedings,
and curfed be the day that ever I faw thy de-
ceitful face; and then dafhing her head
‘againft the ground, he left her fpeechlefs.
Upon this there arofe a moft dreadful outcry,
which the counfellots and attendants hear-
ing, ran {peedily to the chamber; fome ran
to take up the body, while others took upon
them to fpeak to the emperor to appeafe his
rage, and {aid to him—Alas, dread fovereign,
what caufes this fudden paffion againft your
lady; a lady modeft, chafte, and. beloved
by all, and in whom was never feen the
leaft difhonour, either towards yourfelf or
any in your empire; wherefore moderate
your anger againft her. The emperor, not
- rclenting, anfwered, fpeak no more; for I
know, I fee, I hear, how cunningly fhe
hath deluded me, and am refolved to de-
liver her over to death; and they who
fhall interfere in her behalf, fhall partake
the punifhment of this wicked and difloyal
woman.

Thefe words were no fooner uttered, than

e
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a courageous baron fpoke unto the emperor.
Right worthy Sir, I befeech you to confider
that your noble wife is now with child ;
wherefore it is doubly cruel to ufe her in
the manner you have done. But I could
wifh.you to be well-advifed before you pro-
ceed further: fhe is fifter to the great king
Pepin of France, who, when he fhall hear
thefe things, will not fail to feck revenge.
The worthy baron here ended his {peech ;
and the lady, being fomewhat recovered from
her {woon, fellupon her knees, and with tears
addrefled the emperor int the following
words:—Alas! my lord, take pity on your
innocent lady, who never thought evil either
againt your perfon or dignity. Yet, my
lord, though your compaflion be quite ex-
tin& for me, pity your child, and let me be
imprifoned in fome tower till the time of its
birth: then, if your anger be not appeafed,
do with me what pleafeth you; but, oh!
fave the child.
! The* hard-hearted emperor, bewitched as
he was with the infidious tale of the arch.
prielt, furioyfly broke out thus: —- Thou
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falfe woman, thy child is to me no joy, but
rather great difhonour!

The courtiers perceiving nothing could
mitigate the emperor’s rage, removed Bel-
lifant out of his prefence; the ladies wafh-
ing her bloody face, and adminiftering cor-
dials to revive her fpirits. Being in ano-
ther room, her fervant Blandiman, exclaim-
ed (with tears trickling down his face), Ah!
madam, I fee you are traitoroufly dealt with ;
but take comfort, for I will condu& you
back to your good brother king Pepin.
O'! my innocent lady, follow my council;
for if ybu ftay, the emperor will Zﬁ’"ured~
ly bring you to a fhameful death’™ Ab,
Blandiman, ﬁ_‘eplicd the queen, I know
thy faithful fervices towards me, but muft
not follow thy advice. If I fhould fteal out
of this country privately, it would argue me
guilty of the infamy the emperor throweth
on me. Believe me, I had rather die the
moft cruel death, than bear the blame of that
whereof I am innocent.

By this time the emperor began to alter
his purpofe of putting his lady to death, and
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caufing her to be again brought before him,
he thus denounced her doom :—Thou falfe
and accurfed woman, were it not for thy bro-
ther, the wvaliant Pepin, king of France,
thou fhouldft die as an example to all perfi-
dious women ; but for his fake I fpare thy
life: neverthelefs, I banith thee out of
my cmpire, exprefsly commanding that to-
morrow thou depart, never more to return,
on pain of {uffering death. I alfo frictly
forbid all perfons from aiding or accompany-
ing you, fave your fervant Blandiman, whom
you brought with you from France.
Sentence being thus pronounced, the queen
and her fervant Blandiman haftened away.
As fhe paffed through the city, the was met
by multitudes of people, lamenting the lofs
of fo good an emprefs. When fhe had left
the city, Alas! cried the, in what unhappy
hour was I born, to fall from fo high an ef-
tate to fo low a condition as I am now in}
Woe is'me, the unhappieft among women!
Now all my joys are fled ; inftead of cloth
of gold, 1 am glad in mean attire; my
precious ftones of ineftimakle value are ali
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taken from me, and pearls of tears now
adorn my garments. Ah! my brother, what
fhouldeft thou do with fuch a woeful fifter?
As the was thus complaining, the anguifh
threw her into a fwoon, and fhe would have
fallen from her horfe, but her fervant caught,
her ; and, at laft, being come to herfelf
again, he faid unto her—Alas, madam, be
not difcomforted, but truft in Providence,
who will keep and defend you! Having thus
{poken, he efpied a fountain, towards which
he and his lady took their way.

CHAP. ¥1L.
The Birth of Valentine and Orson in a Wood.

HE arch-prieft now thinking he fhould

furely accomplith his defire, changed
his white robe into a coat of fteel, and be-
girt himfelf with a fword; and being thus
accoutred, he rode after the fair Bellifant
with all expedition, After a few heurs jour-
ney he came to a foreft, and faw the lady,
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with her fervant Blandiman, fitting by the
fountain, lamenting her miferable fortune.
Now, though this falfe pricft knew her to be
the emprefs, yet fhe did not imagine him to
be the arch-prieft, till coming nearer to her,
fhe was ftruck with fear, and fpoke to hex
fervant thus:—Alas, I fufpeé this to be the
arch-prieft coming towardsus; I am exceed-
ingly fearful. Lady, faid Blandiman, banifh
fear; for if he come to do you further harm,
I will encounter him as long as life lafteth.
By this time the arch-prieft alighted off his
horfe, and began to renew his difhonour-
able addrefles to the emprefs, and would
have kifled her; but Blandiman fud-
denly ftarted between them, and gave the
arch-prieflt a blow, that felled him to the
earth. The pricft recovering himfelf, drew
his {word, which Blandiman perceiving,
there began a dangerous fight between them
till 2 merchant coming by that way, cried
out with a loud voice, Lords, leave off, and
fhew the caufe of your variance, and 1 will
endeavour to end this controver{y.—Sir, faid
Blandiman, et us firfl try our right by our
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weapons, and afterwards we will be ruled by
words. The poor lady, however, began to
tell the merchant her tale. Alas! fir, if you
ever pitied woman, pity me; for this
man whom you fee armed, is the falle and
traiterous arch-prieft that hath caufed the fe-
paration between me and the emperor, my
lord and hufband, and hath followed me to
rob me of my honour. The merchant, pi-
tying her mifery, faid to the arch-prieft:
Leave off, and dare not fo much as to 1ouch
this innocent lady ; for if the emperordid but
underftand this villainy, thou wouldft end thy
life in infamy, as thou well defervelt. The
merchant turning to the lady, continued:
I will reveal all thefe treacheries to the
emperor, and bring the traitor to a fhame-
ful death. He then took his leave. Blan-
diman and the lady riding together, came
to an inn, where they {taid eight days, du-
ring which time Blandiman recovered of his
wounds. They then fet forward towards
France, the lady ftill complaining in this
manner: Alas, Blandiman, what will my
soyal brother and the peers of France think,
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‘when they fhall underftand that I am expel-
led Greece for fuch a difhonourable deed ?
Alas! I am perfuaded that the king, my
brother, will believe that I am guilty, and
deliver me over to a thameful death. Lady,
faid he, be not difcouraged, but truft in
Providence. — They paffed on to France;
and, pafl”mg by Orleans, they took their
way towards Paris, where king Pepin
refided. They had entered a foreft near Or-
leans, when Bellifant, being with child, and
the time of her delivery being come, fhe
complained to her fervant in this manner:
Alas, help! help! lay me down foftly un-
der yonder tree, and then make hafte and
fend me the aid of women, for I can go no
farther. Blandiman did as f(he commanded ;
aad taking his horfe, he rode fwiftly to feek
fome woman to help his diftreffed lady.
Thus the emprefs, comfortlefs and alone,
without fuccour of any creature, was deliver-
ed of two beautiful fons in this dreary foreft.
They were no fooner come into the world,
than, as the mother was lying upon the earth,
under the tree, and her two children by her,
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‘fuddenly came a favage bear, and, taking up
one of the infants in her mouth, with great
“fpeed haftened into the thickeft part of the
foreft.

It happened the fame day, that her bro-
ther, king Pepin, accompanied by feveral
greatlords and barons, had taken his journey
from Paris towards Conftantinople, to vifit
his fifter Bellifant; and pafling through Or-
leans, he entered this fame foreft. As the
king paffed, he efpied (under a tree which the
emprefs had left to follow the bear), the other
fon of Bellifant; and faid to his attendants,
My lords, fee, I have here found a child !~
Royal fir, anfwered' they, you f{ay truth.—
Well, faid the king, it fhall be brought up
at my charge, and treated as if it were my
own. And then, calling one of his
pages, he faid, Here, take this infant,
carry it to Orleans, fee it baptized, provide
a good nurfe for it, and let it want nothing;
the king little fufpecling that the child was
his nephew. The page did as the king had
commanded him, and gave the child'his own
name, Valentine. The king proceeding on
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his journey towards Conf’cantinoplc, maet
with Blandiman, accompanied by a woman
whom he had got to aflift his lady in her child-
birth. Blandiman, efpying the king, haltily
- alighted from his horfe. The king perceiv-
ing him to be Blandiman, faid, What news
-from Conftantinople, and how doth our fif-
ter Bellifant? Blandiman anfwered, Mot
gracious fovereign, I bring you but little
tidings, yet thofe I do bring are ftharp and
bitter ; for, by treafon and falfe fuggeftion of
the curfed arch-prieft of Conftantinople,
your fifter is banithed the emperor’s court
and dominions ; and, but for the interference
of the emperor’s barons, the would have been
publicly put to death, in the fight of all the
people.  King Pepin, having heard Blandi-
man’s relation, broke out in bitter words
againft her in this manner: Now, by Hea-
ven, faid he, I hold the emperor no upright
judge, in fparing the life of my fifter: for I
{wear, that if I had her now in my pollel-
ion, I would not reft till by death I had
made an example of her: and therewithal

dm A

he commanded all-his train to return back to
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Paris.  Blandiman, perceiving the anger
of the king, durft relate no farther of the
Tady Bellifant ; but took his way towards
the tree where he fo lately left her. There,
however, he could neither fee nor hear any
thing of her; at laft he efpied her lying upon
the earth, almoft fpeechlefs with grief.
‘Blandiman was overjoyed to find his loft
miltrels, and faid, Alas, dear lady, how
happened you to ftray fo far from the place
I left you in? .
The lady, with a ghaftly countenance,
replied thus: Ah, Blandiman, my diftrefles
increafe upon me; for you was no fooner
gone to procure me help, than I was deli-:
vered of two babes, when a ravenous bear
from the foreft affailed me, and took one of
them away. I, as well as I was able, fol-
lowed the beaft; I could not overtake the
bear, nor, for want of ftrength, could I get
back again to the tree where I left my
other infant. Your other infant, quoth
Blandiman; why, I came from the tree,
and no infant is there. How! returned the

lady, no child under the tree! With thefe
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~ words fhe funk in a fwoon. Blandiman, at
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»”

~length, led her towards the tree, where, when
fhe faw that the other child was gone, who can
exprefsthe grief that fhe endured! Alas, faid
ﬂne, can there be in the world a wretch more
encompafled with grief and forrow! Oh!
my emperor, by evil counfel haft thou plunged
me into this diftrefs; but I call Heaven to
witnefs, that I was never faithlefls to thee in .
any point.  Blandiman and the woman con-
du&ed her to a neighbouring village, where
they lodged and nourifhed her till the had
recovered her ftrength. Blandiman then in-
formed her that he had met her brother, and
related: what he had faid. O! faid the la-
dy, what I.moft feared is come to pafs, and
I am belet: with adverfities on every fide.
Well, my comfort is, the emperor hath ex-
iled me unjuftly. But what fhall I do? I
will never rcturn to Paris, but take my way
to fome remote land ; for it is better to fly
and fave my life, than to fall into the hands
of an angry brother.—Blandiman faid, Weep
not, lady, be affured of my conftant fidelity ;
bere I offer myfelf, life and all, to be at

your fervice, go whither you pleafe.
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CHAB; IV
Orson is nurtured by a Bear.

THE bear that had carried away one of

the children offered it no violence, but
bore it unto her cave, which was dark and
obicure, to be devoured by four young ones
which fhe had there. But mark what hap-
pened : the young bears did the babe no harm,
but with their rough paws they ftroked it
foftly ; and the old bear perceiving they did
not devour it, thewed a kind of favour to-
wards it, infomuch that fhe gave it fuck
among her young ones, for the fpace of a
. year. This child, from the nourifhment it -
reccived, became rough all over like a bear ;
and, as he grew in ftrength, began to range
up and down the woods; and when he met
with wild beafts, would attack them, fo that
they began to thun the place wherein he came.
"This beaft-like life he pafled for fifteen years,
growing to fuch ftrength that {carcely any man
or beaft dare ftir abroad, through fear of
meeting him, He was called Orfon, be-
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caufe a bear had been his nurfe, and alfo be-
caufe he was grown rough.like a bear. The
renown of this wild man fpread over all
France; and the people of the country round
about hunted him. Al the time he abode i
the foreft he wore no.géyment,.nor had he
any kind of fpeech. 49 j '

In the medn time, the Lady Bellifant, and
her fervant Blandiman,' were travelling
through divers countries. In the midft of
her forrows, pafling on their weary:journey,
fometimes by fea, fometimes by land, they
at length came to a port in Portugal, «where
ftood an impregnable caftle, kept by 4 giant,
called Ferragus. Every thip that pafled by
this port was. obliged to pay tributé to this
giant, which he himfelf went to receive.
Accordingly, coming into the fhip he efpied
Bellifant, whom he kindly led into the
caftle to his wife, who was a beautiful
lady.  Blandiman alfo followed his lady,
though in great dread of the giant; but Fer-
ragus did not offer him any vidlence. During
her abode in the caftle, Bellifant often fhed

tears, when fhe thought of the, lofs of her:
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two children ; which the lady of the caftle
perceiving, confoled her, taking great delight
iz her company.

CHAP. XN.
~~ The Treachery of the Arch-Priest is discorered.

¥ 'HE emperor often repented having thus

thamefully expelled Bellifant his wife
and would have recalled her but for the coun-
fel of the arch-prieft. This prieft now began
to enhance the cuftoms and taxes of the city
of Conftantinople. It happened, that, ac-
cording to yearly cuftom, there was held a
great fair in the city, to which reforted
many merchants. The emperor gave the di-
rections of thefe affairs to the arch-prieft.
MNow it chanced, that among the reft of
thofe that fold wares, was the merchant
who came riding by the place where Blandi-
man and the arch- prieft were fighting. The
_ arch-prieft feeing the merchant, knew him,
but took no notice of him, left all his villainy
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fhould come to light : but mark what follow-
ed : the merchant was furnithed with very
coltly wares, fuch as cloth of gold, filver, filk,
and other merchandize, and took more money
than any five merchants befide. The fair being
ended, thearch-prieft fent hisofficers to receive
his duties. One came unto this merchant, and
faid, fir, you muft pay ten-pence for every
pound that you have taken, for fo it is or-
dered by the great officer to whom it belongs.
The merchant being angry, faid, Curfed be
that difloyal arch-prieft, for he is the caufe
of thefe new exa@ions! It bad been better
if he long fince ended his days. At which
. words the officer took his ftaff, and {mote
the merchant on the head, fo that the blood
guthed out. The merchant, feeing the
blood, drew his {fword, and ftruck the officer,
and laid him at his feet for dead. Upon
this there arofe a great outcry throughout
the fair, infomuch' that the reft of the officers
feized the merchant, and brought him before
the arch-prieft, who, determiiing to put
bim to death, fent him to the emperor ; but
1a feeking the life of the merchant, he pro-
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cured his own death. The merchant was
brought to the emperor’s palace, where he
in perfon fat as judge. The merchant fell
on his knees before the emperor, faying,
¢ Moft excellent prince, deign to give me
audience before thefe your nobles, and I will
unfold a matter that concerns your perfon in
the higheft degree.” Proceed, f{aid the em-
peror.—¢¢ Then, mighty emperor, I would
advife you to make faft the gates round about
your palace, that none may depart. This
being done, the merchant proceeded, with a
foud voice, thus:

Hear, all ye valiant lords, barons, and
knights |—This wicked arch-prieft, whom
‘you have brought to great honour, hath de-
ceived your truft, O mighty emperor ; for it
is he who hath created all the difcord be-
twixt you and your virtuous lady, whom you
have banifhed. It was his part to have ad-
vanced your renown, but he hath brought
upon you great fcandal among all nations ;
for he fecretly made love to the emprefs;
but fhe denying him, it drove him into a

thoufand fears lelt his difloyal act fhould
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come to light ; and, thus he accufed her of
her fidelity to your bed; in all which accu-
fations, I fay here, before you, and all your
lords and barons, that he is a falfe traitor;
and I will unfold the truth. After the ba~
nifhment of the emprefs, as I travelled
through a wood, I efpied this treacherous
prieft, transformed into the fhape of a knight,
Drawing nearer, I beheld him in fight with
a man unarmed, whom I found to be Blan-
diman, fervant to the bani{hed lady, who
conducted her in herexile. I called to them
to give over their fight; but they little re-
garded what I faid. ' Then I perceived the
lady piteoufly weeping, who, at laft, faid
unto me, Gentle merchant, and kind friend,
lend me thy aid againft this treacherous arch-
prieft, who feeketh by force to rob me of my
honour, after having caufed my banithment
from the emperor. I putfpursto my horfe,
and rode to feparate them; which the arch-
prieft perceiving, fuddenly fled into the
wood, being fully affured that I knew who
he was.

‘The emperor, having heard this tale, fell



VALENTINE AND ORSON. 23

into tears, and, turning to the arch-prieft,
faid, Ah! thou falfe fervant, ever have 1
ftudied to exalt thee to high dignities, and
haft thou requited me with difloyalty and
treafons? The arch-prieft perceiving the
emperor exafperated, entreated his highnefs
not to credit the flanderous tale of the mer-
chant ; for, faid he, he belieth me, and I
am not guilty. If thou flill deny it, f{aid the
merchant, I challenge thee by fingle combat
to maintain the truth. The emperor, feeing
the merchant refolute, faid, Arch-prieft, it is
‘time that thou either acquit thyfelf, or yield
thylelf guilty. The arch-prieft replied,
Mighty emperor, to anfwer the merchant’s
challenge, is contrary to my place and call-
ing ; for I am a facred Prelate of the church,
and therefore muft refufe to fight. Nay,
faid the emperor, no excufe is to be ad-
mitted : you muft either fight or yield your-
{elf a traitor to our crown and dignity. He
then commanded them both into cuftody un-
til he had fent letters to acquaint King
Pepin of France herewith.

The day of combat being appointed, King
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Pepin being come to Rome to aid the Pope
againft the infidels, the emperar difpatched
ambaffadors, to bring King Pepin to Con-
ftantinople, to be an eye-witnefs of this com-
bat, which was to prove the arch-priett a
traitor, who, by his falfe accufation, had
banifhed his emprefs. When they met, the
emperor, overcome with forrow and tears,
could not utter a word. On the other fide,
_Pepin, doubtful whether his fifter were inno-
cent or guilty, faid, Since my fifter hath
proved fuch a one, fhe is not werthy of one
tear from an eye of majefty. Nay, faid the
emperor, I {peak not evil againft your fifter ;
for the is compofed of all virtue and honefty,
and againft all equity I have banifhed her
out of my country. Think you fo, faid
King Pepin, then you are worthy of double
fhame, and thew unto the world your weak-
nefs, when on the report of one man, you,
with fuch rigour, proceeded againft an in-
nocent lady, and (like a harlot) threw her
into banifhment, fhame, and dithonour.
The emperor hearing the king fo bitter
againft him, faid unto him, Alas ! my lord, do

T
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not thus upbraid me ; for I have fent for you,
that you may be witnefs of the event. It js

- true, faid King Pepin, but what you {ay now
1s too late ; for you have yielded my fifter to
the world’s infamy, and (for ought I know)
to death itfelf. Reputation once loft, is ne-
ver to be recovered. Whilft thefe words
pafled between them, they entered Conftan-
tinople, where with great joy they were re-
ceived by the inhabitants.

CHAP.' VL
The Death of the Arch-Priest,

HE day for the combat between the arch-

prieft and the merchant being arrived,
- the arch-prieft, in armour embofled with
gold and pearl, came into the field, and took
the place appointed him at the end of the
lifts.  The emperor, beholding the pompous
thew that the arch-prieft made, called the
merchant, caufed him to kneel down, and
dubbed him khight; then commanded that a
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rich armour fhould be putupon him ; and
promifed, thatif he overcame the arch-prieft,
he would advance him to high authority. -
Thefe two adverfaries mounted their horfes.
The merchant entered thelifts, followed by a
concourfe of people. Then came the arch-
pricft, accompanied by nobles and knights.
The combatants being ready to charge, King
Pepin called unto the merchant, {aying, My
friend, the gods give thee victory againit this
traitor! I vow before this affembly (if I dif-
cover the innocence of my fifter Bellifant)
that T will take thee intp France, and make
thee companion with the higheft nobles of
my kingdom. The merchant, with many
thanks, faid, Dread king, I doubt not to
make the priclt confefs that he hath treache-
roufly fought the deftruétion of your fifter.
Then came a herald, adminiftering to them
an oath; and, clearing the lifts, left the
champions to their fortunes. Now they put
fpurs to their horfes, and ran with fuch fury
together, that their {pears were broken to
pieces ; then they charged each other with

their f{words, with fuch violence, that
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they rebounded from their armour to the
ground, cutting off whole quarters of their
corflets. The arcli-prieft finding him{elf fo
over-matched, gave over the fight till towards
the evcning. At the next rencounter, the
merchant fo redoubled his ftrokes, that he
fmote off one of the pricft’s ears; but, with
the violence of the blow, his fword fell from
his hand ; which the arch-prieft fecing, put
fpurs to his horfe, and charged him with fuch
force, that running againft the merchant’s
horfe, he thruft out one of his eyes. The
horfe feeling himfelf hurt, ran up and down
fo furioufly, that he unhorfed the merchant,
who in his fall entangled his foot in the ftir-
rup, whereby he was in great danger. But
- at laft the merchant’s horfe fell down, by
which he freed his leg from the ftirrup, and
got upon his feet ; made a frefh affault upon
the arch-prieft, and fo wounded him, that
the blood ran through his armour upon the
earth. This fo enraged the pricft, that he
turned his horfe upon the merchant, think-
- ing to over-run kim ; but the merchantdrew

a long knife, and plunging it into the horfe,

L o R
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brought both horfe and rider to the ground.
The prieft being thus unhorfed, the mer-
chant pulled off his helmet in order to fmite
off his head. - The arch-prieft, finding him-
fell in fuch danger, faid, Alas! I pray thee
give me leave to confefs, for I yield myfelf
vanquithed. The merchant granted him his
defire.  But the prieft had no fooner got on
his feet, than clafping the merchant in his
arms, he threw him on the ground, faying,
I now have the advantage, and thou fhalt not
efcape with life, if thou refufeft what I thall
command thee. Ah! replied the merchant,
haft thou betrayed me? Well, what is it
thou commandeft ? Go before the emperor
and King Pepin, faid the arch-prieft, and
there teftify that thou haft falfely aceufed
me, and I fwear to give thee a niece of mine
in marriage, rich, fair, and of pleafant be-
haviour. The merchant, thinking it beft
to diffemble, thus anfwered : Sir prieft, your
arguments are good ; I will clear you from
the accufations which 1 have exhibited
again{t you,—The merchant had no fooner
got on his feet, than feizing the arch-prieft,
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he in turn threw him down, faying, Arch-
prieft, you have taught me to play my part;
think no more theréfore on falfe pretences,
but immediately confefs your treafon.

The arch-prieft finding himfelf beaten by
his own weapons, began to intreat ; but the
merchant inftantly put out his eyes, to pre-
vent his doing him any further arm. He
then called the marfhals of the field, and
faid, Behold, the life of the arch-prieft is
now in my power ; thercfore my requeft is,
that you condu& Alexander, emperor of
Conftantinople, and King Pepin of France,
to this place, that théy may be car-witnefles
of the arch-prieft’s confeflion.

The Emperor, King Pepin, and all the
nobles, then came to the place where the
arch-prieft lay Vanqmﬂled. The emperor
demanded the truth, which the arch-prieft
confeffed, declaring the whole plot of his
villainies. The emperor and King Pepin
ordered the traitor to be put into a cauldron
of hot burning oil, and thushe finifhed his
days. The emperor came before King Pepin.
Alas ! dear brother, I'am forry for my error,
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in that I have a&ed fo rafhly againft my lady,
your fifter :. I crave pardon for my fault, and
furrender myfelf into your hands. King
Pepin, perceiving the emperor fo humble,
kindly forgave him; fo that before they part-
ed there was a general peace concluded, and
they agreed to fend to all parts of the world
to feek the diftrefled lady Bellifant. King
Pepin, having taken his leave of Conftanti-
nople, after a- long journey, arrived at Or-
leans, when the page that had the charge
of the orphan Valentine, prefented him be-
fore the king, faying, Dread foyereign, lo,
here I prefent you the poor orphan that
your majefty found in the foreft of Orleans,
He is now growing to man’s eftate ; and fo,
may it pleafe your majefty, it is time to djf-.
pofe of him. The king called this orphan
unto him, and put divers queftions to him,
all which he anfwered with great modefty
and wildom. It is my will, faid his ma.
jefty, that the orphan Valentine be kept
with my daughter Eglantine, who js fair,
wile, and endowed with all the gifts of na-
ture. This command was accordingly obey-
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ed, infomuch that if one was abfent from
the other, there was a lamentation till they
came together again, efpecially on the part
of the king’s daughter,

Valentine was ever praétifing in feats of
arms; and the king beholding his inclina=
tion, furnithed him with armour, horfes, and
every thing neccflary for his improvement.
It happened that there came into Orleans
ambafladors from the Pope, demanding aid
againft the Saracens, enemies of the Holy
Faith, who had lately taken the City of
Rome by violence. King Pepin, having
declared war againft this common enemy,
appointed young Valentine a chief com-
mander. The fair Eglantine hearing this,
fent for the young warrior and declared her
grief at the thoughts of his departure, and
{aid, that fhe would never marry any other
man than Valentine.—¢¢ Madam,” an{wered
he, ¢¢a poor foundling, and fuch I am, is nota
perfon fuited to your high rank : make choice
¢lfewhere, and may the gods proteét you !”

The king, and his retinue, taking their\,'
way from Orleans towards Rome, came to
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a foreft, where his majefty calling his Tord:
and barons together, faid, My lords, it is no
unknown to you, that in thefe woods (it is
repeated) there liveth a wild man, the terror
of paffengers. T long to behold him. The
lords confented to feek him, and furrounded
the wood. 'The king ventured fo far inte
it, that he came before a cave, dark and ob-
fcure, wherein the wild man ufed to hide
himfelf.  Orfon rufhed out upon him,
caught him in his nails, which were long
and crooked, and caft him on the ground.
The king cried out for help, and a valiant
knight, perceiving the king to be almoft
ftrangled, fuddenly drew his fword to flay
the wild man, when Orlon left the king and
- 1an furioufly on the knight, took him in hijs
arms, and overthrew him, horfe and a]L.
The horle ran up and down the foreft ; but
Orfon held the knight faft with hjs talons,
and pulled him in Pieces, ' Inthe mean time
the king efcaped, ang meeting his company,
related to them the great danger he had been
in, and the death of the knight ; at which they
eflembled themfelves together, and marched
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towards the cave, in order to take Orfon
alive, or put him to death in the cave. When
they arrived there, they found the knight
dead, and torn in pieces; but Orfon they
could not find. Thus perceiving their la-
bour loft, they proceeded towards Rome,

CHAP. VII.

Ki/zg Pepin besicges Rome : and Valentine slays the
Admiral of the Saracens,

ING Pepin, having laid fiege to Rome,

after fome days, called together his
barons, and thus addreffed them: My lords
and followers, you well know that the
heathen admiral of the Saracens hath put
many Chriftians to the {word, therefore it is
our duty to try the fortune of a battle with
thefe Pagans. I would find out a man to
bear unto the proud admiral a letter of de-
fiance in my name, King Pepin having
finithed his fpeech, none amongft them made
any anfwer. At length Valentine ftepped
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before the king, and faid, Mighty fovereign,
fo you be pleafed to give me leave, I will
undertake the meflage, and will not fear the
admiral, or the whole hoft of Pagans. The
king, much pleafed, called his fecretary, and
ordered him to write aletter of dehance, and
deliver the fame to Valentine, which he ac-
cordingly did. When Valentine appeared
before the admiral, he faluted him thus:
God preferve .the noble, ‘puiffant King
Pepin, my lord and fovereign, and Mahomet,
whom thou ferveft, fave and defend thee,
the redoubted admiral ! The admiral replied,
Meffenger, return, and bid King Pepin
either to renounce his faith, and believe in
Mahomet, or look for death to himfelf and
followers. = Valentine mildly faid, High and
mighty emperor, do not imagine that
through pride I am come before you ; I was
accufed to king Pepin for a coward, in that,
fince I came to this war, I would fecretly
have ftolen away from the camp, for which
the king vowed the next morning to fmite
off my head. - Perceiving myfelf in this
danger, I declared that I would undertake
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to come unto your court, and challenge you
to break three fpears with me in fingle com-
bat. The admiral hearing this tale of Va-
lentine, faid unto him, Son, I do fwear by
Mahomet, that thou fhalt not be refufed ;
and that thofe Frenchmen that lie in fiege
before the city may have a fight thereof, I
will order the pléce of jufting to be without
the walls. Valentine humbly thanked him,
and requefted that, fearing he fhould be flain
in the jufts, he might have a confeflor, to
give him abfolution for his fins. The prieft
being come, Valentine privately faid thus
unto him : Sir, you are a Chriftian prieft,
and ought to defend the Chriftian faith.
This day I am to jult with the heathen ad-
miral, the greateft enemy of Chriftian peo-
ple. Now 1 am well affured that a great
number of the Saracens will iffue out of the
city to be witneffes thereof ; you therefore
fhall give warning to all Chriftians to keep.
within the walls, and arm themfelves: and
when the Pagans are gone forth to behold
the jufts, let the Chriftians fuddenly furprife
the guards that keep the gates, and fend a
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meflage to king Pepin, that he with hig
army may attack thofe without, while thofe
within are fet upon by the armed Chriftians,
and thus fhall the Chriftians regain both
their city and their former liberty, The
confeflor having obeyed Valentine’s inftruc-
tions, the Chriftians within the city made
themfelyes mafters of the gates ; and king
Pepin prepa’;ed to relieve Valentine. The
firft courfe proved fo fierce, that the combg-
tants fhivered both their {pears in {plinters,
A fecond courfe was made out, in which
Valentine proved vi&orious ; for the admiral
fell from his horfe dead. The Pagans then
ran at Valentine with intent to kill him ;
but he put fpurs to his horfe, and violently
rufhed tf)mugh the thickeft of them, flaying
many as he paffed. King Pepin coming up,
was {o befet by the Pagans, that he was
thrown from his horfe ; which Valentine ob-
ferving, flew to hjs refcue, and horfed him
again ; whereupon the king called unto Va-
Ientine, and faid, My child, thou haft faved
my life, for which I will reward thee |ibe-

rally. The Pagans were now forced to re-
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tire to the city, where the Chriftians within
flew many of them, and placed the ftandard
of king Pepin on the walls ; which the Pa-
gans difcovering, took to flight. In this
battle a thoufand Pagans were {lain by means
of Valentine ; and thus the city was again
reftored to'the Chriftians.

' CHAP. VIIL.

Haufray and Henry become ewvious of the Affection
which the King shews to Valentine,

KING Pepin having expelled the Pagans

out of Rome, returned to Orleans,
where he was joyfully welcomed by Bertha,
his queen, and her fair daughter Eglantine ;
the latter of whom feeing Valentine, thus ac-
cofted him : Valentine, fame celebrates you as
the champion who drove the Pagans out of
Rome. Valentine replied, Madam, I have
done little that deferves praife. ~As he fpoke
thefe words, Haufray and Henry, full of

envy, entered the chamber of Eglantine,
P
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and faid to him, Valentine, what do“you in
the chamber of our fifter ? This is no place
for fuch ftragglers as you. Valentine an-
fwered, Wrong me not! What, though I
am poor, and know not my parents, yet I am
not fo bafe as to offer violence unto any lady,
much lefs this lady, the daughter of a king:
The fame day Valentine waited upon
the king at dinner, which being finifhed,
the king, in the hearing of Haufray and
Henry, and all his nobles, faid : My lords,
here is Valentine, who faved my life ; for his
good fervice, I give him the -earldom of
Clerimont. Valentine returned many thanks ¢
but Henry began to talk with his brother
after this manner: This foundling, Valen-
tine, I perccive, grows in favour with the
king ; there muft be fome means taken to pre-
vent this. Some plot muft be framed to bring
him in difgrace with the king, and work
his ruin : we will tell his majefty that he hath
dithonoured our fifter : he will certainly put
him to death. '

About the fame time, complaints came
unto the King concerning Orfon. His ma-
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jefty caufed a proclzmation, declaring, that
whofoever could take this wild man, alive
or dead, fhould haye a thoufand marks for
his reward. Roya! fir, faid Haufray, here
is Valentine whom you have advanced to
high dignities, he is the fitteft perfon to be
employed ; and if he cah vﬁnquifh the wild
man, then let him have Eglantine in mar-
riage. The king, hearing thefe words of
his fon, faid, Away! for thy fpeech betrays
thy envy.

Haufray was difpleafed at this apology for
Valentine ; but Valentine, well obferving
him, faid, Haufray, without caufe you have
flandered me, and you now propofe that I
fhouldundertake the conqueft of the wild man,
only that I might end my days. Be it fo. Hers
before the king, I vow a folemn oath, that I
will find out this wild man, and bring him
either alive or dead, or die myfelf a vic-
tim in the field. But fhould I conquer
and live, I will quit this country till I have
found my father, and have difcovered how I
came to be left an infant in the wood. The
king perceiving what danger Valentine had

=5 L RS
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plunged himfelf into, faid, My child, to
fight the wild man is defperation itfelf :
therefore let not the evil words of a few ma-
licious perfons make you defperate. Valen-
tine replied, Pardon me, my liege: They
rall me a bafe-born foundling, which griev-
eth my very foul, for indeed I know not
what I am; wherefore I am determined,
that to-morrow 1 will fet forward on my
enterprife. 'The lady Eglantine wept when
fhe heard what had happened, and next
morning fent one of her maidens to Valen-
' tine, to defire him to come and fpeak with her
before his departure; but Valentine begged
to be excufed complying with her requeft,
and foon departed.

CHAP. 1X.

Valentine conguers ‘tie Wild Man, and afterwards
departs from the Forest with him o Orleans.
7ALENTINE arrived at the foreft,where

with his helmet on-his head, he rode
about all day feeking the wild man, but in
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vain. Evening coming on, he tied his horfe
to a tree, and betook himfelf to the top of it
for the night. In the morning he looked
round, and efpied the wild man (Orfon) run-
ning to and fro about the foreft ; at length he
- came to the place where Valentine had faft-
“ened his horfe, which he began to attack with
his talons. The horfe kicked violently,
whilft Valentine noted the terrible appear-
ance of the wild man, and began to be
afraid. Orfon ftill continued to wound the
‘horfe; and, notwithftanding his kicks and
bites, caught faft hold of him, in order to
throw him down; when Valentine cried out
aloud, Wild man, {pare my horfe, and ﬂa'y
till T come down, and with me thou thalt
have fighting enough. The wild man, hear-"
ing a ftrange voice, looked up to the tree,
and efpying a man there, fignified by figns
that he would tear him into pieces ; upon
which Valentine drew his {word, and leaped
upon the ground clofe by the wild man.
When Orfon faw the {word, he leaped back
from the ftroke ; but fuddenly turned upon
Valentine, and threw him to the ground.
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- Valentine found the ftrength of the wild man
fo great, that he had no hopes . of efcaping.
Fmdmcr it, therefore, impoflible to con-
quer him by force, he drew out a tharp-
pomted knife, and fmote Orfon in the
fide, fo that the blood iffued out abund lantly.
The enraged Orfon gave fuch a thrick, that
the woods echoed again at the found; he
then fiercely attacked Valentine with his
tharp nails.  Valentine, notwithftanding,
aimed another flroke with his fword; but
Orfon, recoiling back, ftepped to a tree,
which he pulled up, and ufed it as a club.
With this he gave Valentine fuch a blow that
he fell upon one knee ; he recovered how-
ever, and the fight continued delperate
between thefe two brothers. Orfon was
fo ftrong, that he would have killed Va-
lentine, had it not been for his fword. After
2 long and defperate conteft, they both grew
faint, and ftood gazing at each other in
filence for fome time. At length Valentine
faid, Wild man, wherefore doft thou not
yield unto me, for here thou livelt like 'a
beaft, having no knowledge of human fo-
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ciety : Come with me, and I will give thee
food, and clothe thee in apparel fitting hu-
man fthape. Orfon, underftanding by figns
he meant ‘his good, fell upon his knees,
making figns to Valentine to forgive him,
and that he would fubmit unto his com-
mand. Valentine then took Orfon by the
hand, and dire&ed him to go on before, till
they were out of the wood. Valentine then
bound beth his hands faft behind him ; and,
‘n this manner, mounted on horfeback, he
led the wild man like 2 beaft.

Valentine took his way towards Orleans,

intending to reft there that night ; but the in-
habitants, perceiving the wild man, ran into
their houfes, and fhut-up their doors; upon
which Valentine exclaimed, Open yourdoors,
and fear not, for we are only come for Jodg-
ings ! but they feared to afford him fuccour.
Valentine, then letting loofe the wild man,
made him run againft a gate, which opened
intoan inn, with fuch violence, that it fell up-
on the ground. Valentine entered the houfe,
and the wild man with him: and ail the
inhabitants ran out at the back-door. Va-



44 VALENTINE AND ORSON.

lentine went to the ftable, and put up his
horfesand Orfon went intothe kitchen, where
there were capons andother provifions roaft-
e at the fires! Vilerifine made figns to
Orfon, that he fhould turn the fpit; but as
foon as Orfon underflood his meaning, he fet
hjs talons up‘on the meat, and tore it from
the fpit, devouring it as greedily as a raven-
ous wolf ; and efpying a cauldron of water,
he put his head into it like a horfe, and
drank extravagaﬁtly. Valentine made figns
to him to fqrfake the water, and he would
give him wine; and therewithal took a pot,
and led him into the cellar. When Valen-
tine had filled the pot, he gave it to Orfon,
who, tafting the liguor, found it to be very
good, drank it, and threw the pot againft
the ground, making a fign for more. Va.
lentine filled the pot again; when Orfon,
efpying a little bowl, put the wine into it,
and carried it to the horfe ; but Valentine
made figns that his horfe drank nothing but
water, yet Orfon thewed by figns that wine
Was better than water. Then Valentine

haftened the fupper 5 but Orfon drank fo
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frecly of the wine that he became drunk, and
fell afleep by the fire. Valentineawoke him,
making figns to him that there were people
abeut the houfe. Orfon fuddenly arofe,
-and catching up a great log, ftruck fuch
a blow againft the gate, that it fhook the
whole houfe ; and though Valentine made him
a fign to fear nothing, yet he would not fleep
again without the log in hisarms.

In the morning Valentine took horfe,
leading Orfon, bound as before, and the next
day came to the city. The inhabitants per-
ceiving the wild man, fhut their doors, and
ran into the higheft rooms to gazeout of the
windows. Valentine rode till he came to
the gate of the king’s palace; but when the
porter faw QOi:fon, he kept the gate fhut, till
Valentine, with a loud voice, faid, Fear not,
but go tell the king that I will fhicld him
and his whole court from the fury of the
wild man, for I have made him f{o tame,
that he will not hurt any one. He then took
Orfon by the hand, and led him into the
court. When Bertha and fair Eglantine heard
that the wild man was come, they ran ter-
rified to. their chambers. Valentine went
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into the great hall, where the king and his
fobles joyfully welcomed him home. King
Pc‘pin gazed on the wild man, and faid, He
is of a proper mould and ftature ; and though
rough, yet, if he were clothed, he would be-
come of the fhape of a right worthy knight.
Then Valentine faid, My liege, it is.rcqui-
fite that he be baptized. It pleafeth me
well, faid the king; let it be done. Then
Orfon was commanded into the hall, to fee
how he would behave; when fecing the
meat, he took as much as he could grafp in
hishand, and devoured it.. Valentine made
" figns to him, that he did wrong, whereat
Orfon feemed athamed; but the king was
much delighted with his rudenefs. The re=~
mainder of the day paffed in merriment.
Night being come, Valentine and Orfon
were condudted to a chamber, and as foon as
Orfon entered it, he laid himfelf down on
the ground, and fell afleep,
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CHAP X.

Flaufray and Henry concert the Murder of Valen-
tine. Duke Savary sends to King Pepin for Aid
against the Green Knight.

ADY Eglantine rejoiced exceedingly at
the triumph of Valentine over the wild
man, and commanded that Orfon fhould be
brought into her apartment, where the ladies
of the court were aflembled to behold him.
While the ladies were in the chamber of
Eglantine, Haufray went to Henry, and
faid, Brother, you fee the honour of this
foundling encreafeth; we muft feek fome
remedy for it. Accordingly they ruffied
into the chamber of Eglantine, and Haufray
thus addreffed Valentine: Difloyal man, now
thalt thou know the confequence of thy vii-
lany. So faying, he fmote him on the face.
- Henry, on the other fide, attempted to {trike
“him with a fword, when Orfon leaped
out, and gave Haufray fuch a ftroke with”
his rough hand, that he felled him to the
ground ; and then running to Henry, grafped
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him fo tightly between his arms, that he
almoft deftroyed him. Haufray and Henry
then made great complaint fo the king
againft Valentine and the wild man, fay-
- ing, Father, this Valentine hath brought
hither the wild man to deftroy us. The
king, hearing this complaint, fent for Va-
lentine to demand the caufe of this diforder.
Dread fovereign, faid Valentine, I was in
the chamber of your daughter Eglantine, ac-
companied with divers ladies, who defired
to fee Orfon : but your two fons entered,
chargfng me with difhonourable views; and
Haufray finote me on the face, fo that blood
iffued out of my mouth; and Henry thought
to have taken away my life; which, when
Orfon faw, he fmote them both to the earth.
The king faid, Is this true that you have
faid? All that I have fpoken is true, faid
Valentine. Then faid the king, Orfon hath
done nothing but that ‘which he ought to
have done. And, as for you, Haufray and
Henry, I fee that you are full of malice
againft Valentine ; "wherefore I charge
you from henceforth, that you attempt ne
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ill againft him. Haufray and Henry de-
parted, forrowfully mortified.

Soon aftef thiz affair, duke Savary fent
unto king Pepin to requeft his aid againft a
certain Pagan called the Green Knight, who
had befieged his confines, and threatened to
feize his daughter by force of arms, and the
king promifed him all the aid in his power.
This Green Knight was brother to Ferragus
the giant, who confined in his caftle the lady
Bellifant, the diftrefled mother of - Valentine
and Orfon. Accordingly both armies met,
when the Green Knight, with his battle-
axe, at two blows flew two valiant knights;
upon which duke Savary himfelf came up to
encounter him. ' But it was reported of the
Green Knight, that he fhould never be over-
come by any but a king’s fon, who had never
fucked the breafts of any woman. Thefe
two valiant leaders fought long and fiercely ;
but the duke was furrounded, and taken pri-
foner. The Green Knight began to revile
‘the duke in this difdainful manner: Duke,
now that thou art my vaffal, and 1 have
power over thy life, give me thy daughter.
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Fezon to wife, and fo redeem thyfelf, or be
affured I will have her againft thy will. To
this menace the duke thus anfwered : Proud
and infolent Saracen, I will never confent to
thy having my daughter, except thou wilt
be baptized. The Green Knight replied, I
am wholly bound to Mahomet; but thy
».dallglltef’s beauty hath fo enthralled me, that
I will offer thefe conditions: That thou
fhalt find out a knight, within the fpace of
fix months, to encounter me; and if it hap-
pen that he can conquer me, I vow to fend
thee back into thine own country ; but if I
prove conqueror, then thou fhalt willingly
refign thy daughter to be my lawful wife,
T'o thefe articles the duke agreed, and a
truce was accordingly proclaimed. Duyke
Bavary repaired to Aquitain ; and his coun-
{ellors hearing what had palled, advifed him
to difpatch meflengers into all lands, with
this proclamation.: ¢¢ If there be any knight
whatfoever that dare encounter the Green
Knight, for the love of the beautiful Fezon,
let him lay, down his gauntlet, and f{o be
anfwered.”  And accordingly this decree
was fent into twelve Chriftian lands.
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CHAP. XI.

Falentine and Orson set eut for Acquitain; and Hau-
fray and Henry lay in Ambush to take away the
Life of Valentine, '

I ING Pepin, informed of the truce which

duke Savary had made with the Green
Knight, faid to his barons, Who is he amongft
you, that would win fair Fezon, by fighting
in fingle combat the Green Knight; whom it
he conquer, the duke will not only give him
his daughter,” but one half of his poffeffions.
Not one of the knights durft undertake the
enterprife; which Valentine perceiving, faid
unto the king, Dread fovereign, if it pleafe
you, I will venture my ftrength upon the
Green Knight.  Valentine, {aid the king, 1
freely give thee leave, on condition, that af-
ter thou haft tried thy valour with the Green
Knight, thou return hithertoy if thou efcape
with life. To this Valentine confented.
But when Eglantine heard that he was going
to Acquitain, fhe fent for him, :md burfting
into tears, faid, Ah, Valentine! T perceive

- O
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you are refolved to leave France. Lady,
replicd he, I have upon one of my fhoulders
the mark of 2 crofs, which is of the colour
of gold, of which fign T know not what to
think ; but I have refolved never 'to reft til]
I have found out the place of my nativity.
And having thus {poken he departed, leaving
Eglantine full of grief.

Valentine having fet out on his journey,
Haufray and Henry confpired to bring him
and Orfon, who went with him, to an un-
timely death; and contrived that a ftrong
party fthould lie in ambufth, to attack Va-
lentine and Orfon on their way. The place
appointed for the murder was a foreft. Ac-
cordingly when Valentine and Orfon drew
near, the captain of the ambufcade, named
Grygar, ruthed forth, accompanied by his
troop, and, aiming a furious blow at Valen-
tine, uttered thefe words : Valentine, yield
thyfelf, or receive thy death. Valentine,
amazed, drew his {fword, and gave the firft
that encountered him a deadly blow. Otfon
perceiving Valentine thus employed, - tore,
‘and bit them fo furioufly, that they feil
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to the ground one upon another. Valentine
feeing himfelf thus fupported by Orfon, made
towards Grygar ; but being too forward, he
plunged himfelf fo far into the throng, that
he was not able any longer to wield his
fword, and was taken, bound, and carried
away. Orfon, perceiving Valentine in this
fituation, ran after them, making a hideous
fioife; but he could not overtake them.
They hurried Valentine to a caftle in the
midft of a foreft, kept by a coufin-german to
Grygar, where they confined him in a dun-
geon, whillt they debated what thould be
done with him, Some propofed putting him
to death; but Grygar commanded that he
fhould be kept in prifon, till he acquainted
Haufray and Henry with their proceedings.
Orfon took his way towards Paris, never
refling till he arrived there; yet Grygar had
got there before him 3 and their notion was,
that as Orfon could not fpeak, they fhould
avoid fufpicion. They agreed that Grygar
{hould return to the caftle, and put Valen-
tine to dcath. But their counfels were over-
thrown ; for Orfon came to the king’s p3-



54 VALENTINE AND ORSON.

lace, juft as the king and nobles had taken
their feats for dinner ; when making a mourn-
ful noife, and knocking againft his breaft in
a ftrange manner, he ran along by the table,
looking very fiercely upon every man, and
making many fearful figns.© At laft, elpy-
ing Grygar, he ran furioufly at him, {mote
. off one of his ears, put out one of his eyes,
“and broke out one of his teeth. The king
quef’tiéning Orfon concerning this behaviour;
Orfoninformed him, by figns, that Grygar had
flain Valentine in the foreft. King Pepin,
‘perceiving by his a&ions The caufe of his an.
ger, faid unto all the company, My lards, you
fec that this wild man hath challenged Grygar
tofight him. [ [ufpeét fome hidden fecret,and
would have it tried by combat between them,
Then faid Grygar, Mighty king, let me re-
queft you to difmifs me from thijs combat ;
for it is not man againft man, but a wild
favage encountering with a man. Nay, faid
the king, you fhall eater the field well arm-
ed and well mounted 5 byt Orfon fhall be on
foot, and fhall bear no weapon.
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CHAPL KL ¢

Orson and Grygar combat together, and Orson causes
Grygar to confess the Treason. Valentine is deli-

. |

vered from the Dungeon., '

THE place of combat being appointed,
Orfon attended in readinefs. Grygar
then went towards the palace-gate, where the
combat was to be fought, and the king and
nobles were at the window. Villain, faid he
to Orfon, thou haft offered me great wrong,
in putting out one of my eyes; but I will
make thée acknow! ledge that thou haft falfely
aceufed me. Orfon, in return, fhewed him
‘his nails, and gnathed his tecth; whereat
Grygar fuddenly couched his fpear and ran at
him ; but Orfon falling back, Grygar was
;Fifappointed of his mark, and f{truck his
fpear falt in the ground. Orfon taking ad-
yautage hereof, fuddenly caft away his {pear,
and ca aught Grygar’s horfe falt by the neck,
making him fo furious that he overthrew his
sider. Orfon now encountered Grygar on
foot, and fmote off one of his arms, Gry-
gar cried out moft pitifully, and sequefted he
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might be carried before the king; and being
brought before him, declared, that the con-
trivers of the plot were Haufray and Henry,
his fons, at whofe inftigation he had confined
Valentine in prifon, and defigned to put him
_to death. The king perceiving the truth of
this plot, commanded Grygar to be hanged ;
and then made all poffible hafte to the prifon
where Valentine lay, Orfon running by his
fide, with many figns of joy and glad-
nefs.

Being arrived at the caftle, they went to
the dungeon where Valentine lay, and‘hrought
him forth unto the king. - Valentine, fezing
the king, fell upon his knees, and #ave him

many thanks. The nobles told him that
Orfon had fought with the traitor Grygar,
upon which Valentine moft ardently em-
braced Orfon. The king then faid, Valen-

tine, fecing thou art thus delivered from thy
enemies, I would advife theé to abide with
me. But he replied, Dréad {overeign, par-
don me, for I will never return till I have
difcovered my parents; and fo I humbly
take my leave of your majefty,
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King Pepin then returned to Paris, and
Valentine and Orfon took: their way towards
Acquitain, to encounter the Green Knight.

Orfon having learped the caufe of their
journey, made figns to Valentine that he
would fight the Green Knigh‘t', and that he
wonid pay his addrefies to the lady Fezon ; at
which Valentine laughed heartily. By this
time they drew near Acquitain, when they
met an elderly man in the habit of a pilgrim. .
This man was Blandiman, fquire to the dif-
trefled lady Bellifant, whom he had left in
the caftle of Ferragus, the giant before men-
tioned. Valentine demanded who he wWas,
and from whence he came? Sir, faid the pil-
grim, from Conftantinople; I could not en-
er the city, for a pagan fultan had befieged
it.  Pilgrim, whither go you? faid Valen-
tine. = Sir, anfwered he, I take my way to
Paris; for I have a meflage for king Pepin
from a fifter of his, named Bellifant, who
hath long been banifhed from Conftantinople
wrongfully, and is now in the houfe of a
giant that ufeth her honourably. Pilgrim,
faid Valentine, I pray thee to return again
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-with me to Acquitain, for thither am I go-
ing to fight with the Green Knight. Sir,
faid Blandiman, my lady hath put me in truft
of her affairs, and I will difcharge the duty
of a faithfal fervant towards her.  The pil~
grim being gone, Valentine looked long af-
ter him, and not without caufe, though he
knew not why ; for this was the man that had
fhared his mother’s fortunes. At laft arrving
at the palace of duke Savary, Valentine thus
addrefled him: noble duke, know that 1 am
come hither to combat withthe Green Knight;
and alfo to behold the beauteous lady Fezon,
whom the world admires. The duke an-
fwered, Knight, fince you urge that your
coming -hither was to combat the Green
Knight, go falute my daughter, as all
ftrangers do before they venture their perfons
in battle, and you fhall reccive from her a
ring of gold.

He then condu&ted Valentine and Orfon
into the hall of the palace, where fifteen
other knights were affembled.  Valentine
advancing, faluted the lady thus: Lady, the
famg of whofe beanty is {pread through the
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world, the gods preferve you from the Green
Knight, who is not worthy to touch your
beauteous lips. Pepin, the mighty king of
France, hath fent me hither to prefent to
you the moft powerful man on the earthy,
who feareth no man, nor any weapon,
though ke cannot f{peak; and whom, I am
affured, the Green Knight is not able to
withftand. Sir, faid the lady, I am much
‘obliged to the king of France, and alfo to
you. But why is this worthy champion no
better clothed? for methinks he is well
formed, and of a pleafant countenance.
Lady, faid Valentine, he never wore gar-
ment till very lately. While Valentine' was
fpeaking, Fezon beheld Orfon very anxioufly,
for the was in love with him. But Valen-
tine again thus fpoke: Lady, for myfelf I
muft {ay fomething alfo; know, then, that
only for love of you have I ventured hither,
to try my fortune with the Green Knight;
and either, as conqueror, deliver him 1into
your hands, or {fuffer death, as many have
done before me. Why then, fair knight,
replied fhe, God be thiy fpeed! and fhe drew
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forth two rings of gold, 'giving Valentine
one, and Orfon the other. Then, with the
other knights, they were welcomed with
great feafting; during which Fezon flil] fix-
ed her eyes on Orfon, as did Orfon his on
her.

In the midit of their feaftings, the Green
Knight came thmxdering at the gates, to fee
thebeauteouslady Fezon. And being entered,
he cried out with a loud voice, Valiant duke of
Acquitain, have you any more champions tg
fight with me for the love of the lady Fezon?
The duke an{wered, Yes, I have within my
palace fixteen valiant knights, that mean to
try their fortune’ with thee.. Let me fee
them, faid he, entering the hall, and {ternly
gazing upon the knights: Make the moft of
your time, my lords, faid he; cat, drink,
and make merry, for to-morrow you will be
hanged on the top of my tree, as many have
been before you. At which haughty words
Valentine grew exceedingly angry, and faid,
Proud knight, thefe vaunts might as well
have been fpared; for I tell thee, to-day is
come bither a knight," who will give you
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more trouble than any that ever yet encoun-
tered thee. Orfon, underftanding that Va-
lentine fpoke this of him, and alfo knowing
it to be the Green Knight, faluted him with
a fierce vifage; he -leape'd from the table,
and taking the Green Knight by the middle,
threw him, as if he had been a little child,
againft a wall with fuch violence, that he
lay as dead ; then feating himfelf at the table
as before, and laughing, he made figns that
he would bear upon his neck three fuch per-
fons as the Green Knight. At this fudden
action of Orfon, all the knights faid, Now
is he come who will conq,uefthe Green
Knight. After fome time the Green Knight
recovering, f{aid, Lords, this wild man came
upon me unawares, but to-morrow morning
I will make him an example to all knights.
I will order a gibbet for him, higher and
fbronger than for any that have yet been van-
quithed; and thereon I will hang his corpfe
a prey for beafts and birds.
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CHAP. XIII.

»

Valentine encounters the Green Knight,

HE following day the feveral Chriftian

knights prepared to encounter this cruel
heathen. The firft was a knight of France,
called Galeram, who faid, Lords, I am the
man to make the firft trial, and prefently he
took leave of the lady. The Green Knight
perceiving his approach, fet fpurs to his
horfe, and encountered Galeram fo fiercely,
that he fmote him off his horfe; then {ud-
denly alighting took off his helmet, and
caufed him to be hanged on a tree. The
next knight, named Tyris, met with a {imi-
lar fate. Orfon perceiving thefe knights
thus vanquifhed, fignified that he would fight
the Green Knight; but Valentine anfwered
him by figns, that he would firft try his own
ftrength with him. Valentine mounted, and
putting fpurs to his horfe, took his way to-
wards the Green Knight’s tent, who elpying
him, was more fearful of him than of all the
reft.  Knight, faid he, fecft thou yonder

)
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tice ! There fhalt thou find hanging a green
{hield; fetch it hither to me, and I will re-
ward thee liberally. Sir, faid Valentine,
you have fervants of your own ; fend them. I
am refolved, faid the Green Knight, that you
thall either bring the fhield, or elfe you fhall
never conquer me. When Valentine had
confidered thefe words, he rode towards the
tree; and returning to the Green Knight, he
faid, Go fetch thy fhield thyfelf, for I can-
“not bring it.  Friend, faid the Green
Knight, fhall I tell thee wherefore 1T fent
thee? That fhield was given to me by a
fairy, and therein remaineth fuch virtue,
that no man, be he ever fo ftrong, can take
it from the place where it is faftencd, {ave
he only, by whom (if ever), I fhall be
conquered. My fears, therefore, made me
fend thee; but fince thou canft not bring the
fhield, I advife thee to return and fave thy-
{elf; for thou art fo fair a knight, I pity thee.
Further know that there is no one 1iviﬁg who
can vanquith nie, except firft, he be the fon of
a king ; and, fecondly, thathe hath never fuck-
ed the breaft of woman. - Upon this informa-

SO,
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tion Valentine mounted his horfe, and re-
turned to the city; where he was joyfully
welcomed by duke Snvary and his lords.
QOrfon ran and caught him in his arms, and
embraced him. The duke demanded what
tidings from the Green Knight? Sir, faid
Valentine, he refteth in his pavilion, and I
think that there is not a man living able to
vanquifh him. To- -morrow, however, is
~ appointed for a new tual and the viory
muft relt with Providence. A fumptuous
entertainment was provided, after which
Valentine retired to his chamber,

CHAP. XIV.

Valentine sends Orson to cngage the Green Knight in o

single Combat.

ALENTINE now began to reafon
thus: I am  not indeed the king’s
fon, who is to conquer the Gree: Knight ;
for 1 can neither remove the fhield, nor
was I nourifhed without the breait of a



VALENTINE AND ORSON. 65

woman. What if Orfon be armed in my
fread, and try his fortune. It fhall be fo.
At break of day, Valentine arofe, and told
Orfon, by figng, to put on his armour, take
his horfe, and proceed to the Green Knight’s
pavilion, to fight with him.  Orfon, under-
ftanding his meaning, danced up and down
joyfully : he declined, however, Valentine’s
horfe and arms, defiring only a club. Valen-
tine, however, gave him to underitand that
he muft put on the fame armour, and ride
on the fame horfe, that the Green Knight
might fuppofe that he was Valentine. Orfon
agreed; and, being armed .like Valentine,
took leave of the duke, embraced hisbrother,
and made figns to them to fear nothing ; for
he would, ere noon, bring the Green Knight
alive or dead. Before he mounted, he went
to take leave of the lady Fezon; and gave
her to underftand, that it was for love of her
he fought the Pagan Knight. The lady
made a fign that fhe loved him well ; and
promifed, at his return, to beftow her hand
on him. It was not ldng before Otfon ar-
rived at the pavilion of the Green Knight,
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and {mote it with his fpear, fignifying de-
fiance. The Green Knight {fwore by Ma-
homet that he would humble his pride before
“the evening ; then mounting his fteed, and
couching his fpear, he entered the field,
Orfon, feeing him, feemed to fal] back, 'as
half afraid; but prefently encountered bhis
antagonift with fuch force that horfes and
men fell to the earth. Orfon now threw
afide his armour and weapons, and fuddenly
caught the Green Kpight faft by the arms,
caft him on the ground, took off his helmet,
and held him down until he was forced to
yiceld to his mercy ;5 but Orfon, remembering
his cruelty to other knights, would hase
taken away- his lite, if Valentine had not
made figns to him to fpare him. Proud
knight, faid Valentine, fecing how you have
treated the vanquifhed knights, by hanging
‘them on yonder tree, {ay, whether you vour-
felf {hould not now be hanged on the highe
branch. Alas! faid the Green Knight, not-
withftanding my own cruelty, I truft you
will yet (pare my life.—I will, faid Valen-
tine, upon conditions, firft, That you re-
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nounce - Paganifm; fecondly, That you go
into France, and tell king Pepin that you
“have been conquered by Valentine and Or-
fon; which conditions the Green Knight
bound himfelf by oath to perform.
Valentine then made figns to Oxfon to let
the Green Knight arife. I befeech thee,
faid the Pagan, fend this knight unto yonder
tree, and if he bring away with him the
thield there faftened, 1 fhall be affured he is
defltined to conquer me. Valentine made
a fign t6 Orfon to fetch the fhield; and, as
he {tretched forth his arm to take it down,
it fuddenly leaped into his hand, and he
brought it to the Green' Knight. When he
faw that Orfon had the fhield, Alas! faid
he, it has ever been reported that he who
l' {hould conquer me is no lefs than a fon of
a king, and is alfo one who never fucked the
breaft of any woman. My fifter Clerimond
poileflesa wonderful brazen head, which fore-
tels the adventures and fortunes of our fa-
mily. This .head will setain this power
until the future hufband of Clerimond enter

the chamber where it now ftands, when, it



68 VALENTINE AND ORSON.

will lofe its charm.  Wherefore, braye
knight, T am f’crongly inclined to believe
you are the renowned perfon deftined to
wed my fifter. The Green Knight then gave
Valentine a ring of gold, upon condition that
he would carry it to his fifter. And this rmg
Valentine accepted, faying he could never

';eﬁ t11_l he ﬂlould {fee the lady.

CHAP. XV.

Orson is betrothed to the Lady Fezon. An Angel
appears to F”'alcnt[z_ze. The Green Knight s
bapiized.

ALENTINE and Orfon now repaired,

with the conquered knight, te the
court of the duke, where Orfon and the
lady” Fezon were folemnly married. The
generous Orfon, however, gave his betrothed
wife to underftand, that he would not ]nc
nuh her until he had acquired the ufe of
fpeech ; and Valentine had obtained the haml

of the fair C cnmond .
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That night an angel appeared unto Valen-
tine, in a dream, faying, Valentine, in the
morning depart, and take with thee Orfon,
and repair to the caftle of Ferragus, where
thou will find the lady -Clerimond, from
whom thou thalt learn whence thou art def-
cended. This vifion much engaged Valen-
tine’s thoughts; and day being come, he
and Orfon haftened unto the duke’s palace,
where the Green Knight fpake unto the
duke in this manner: Moft renowned duke,
I freely confels myfelf vanquifhed, and
therefore renounce all right unto your daugh-
ter, upon condition that you caufe me to
be baptized. Valentine defired that _the
name of this knight be called Pepin, being,
{aid he, the name of the moft mighty king of
France, who has nourifhed and brought me
up from my birth. The duke confented to
Valentine’s demand, and the knight was’
called Pepin. The duke then attempted to
perfuade Valentine and Orfon from their
refolution of feeking the lady Clcrimcmd;
but without fuccefs. He therefore gave to
Valentine a ring, faying, Whofocver he be
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that beareth thisring about him, fhall never
be in danger of drowning, nor {uffer by falfe
accufation.  Valentine and Orfon then de-
parted to find out the caftle of Ferragus; and
the Green Kniglit took the road for France.

——

CHAP. XVI.

King Pepin discovers that Valentine and Orson are
his Nepliews.

' BOUT thistime Blandimanarrived at the

court of king Pepin, ard related to the
king all the events that had taken place ; and,
to the great joy of Pepin, it was immediately
made cvident, that Valentine and Orfon
~were his own nephews. e therefore re-
folved to go in perfon to acquaint the em-
peror, his brother-in-law, with the important
difcovery.

Upon his arrival at Rome, king Pepin
received the news that Conftantinople was
befieged, and that the emperor was clofely
confined within the city. He therefore
raifed a confidcrable force in Italy, with
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which he repaired to the aid of the emperor;
but, being overpowered by {uperior num-
bers, he was compelled to feek thelter within
the walls of the city, where we muft now
leave him in company with the emperor,
enduring all the horrors of war and famine.

CHAP. XVII.

Fulentine and Orson arrive at the strong Cdstle,
wherein fair Clerimond resides ; and Jrom the
Brazen Head tley obtain the Knowledge of thewr
Parents, ;

FTER many days, Valentine and Orfon

arrived upon an iﬂand, in which ftood
the caftle of the fair lady Clerimond, fifter
unto the great giapt Ferragus. Valentine
demanded admittance, but was refifted by
ten fturdy knights, who faid, lords, into this
caftle entereth none, without the leave of a
maiden, to whom we are fervants. Then
Clerimond, leaning out of a window, upon
a cufhion covered with gold, faid unto Va-
lentine, Who are you, who dare attempt to
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enter my caftle without leave ? Lady, replied
Valentine, I am a knight, who have tra-
velled here on purpofe to fpeak with the
brazen head within this caftle. Knight,
 faid the lady, if you bring any tokens from
king Ferragus, or the Green Kuight, then
you may freely enter this caftle, but by no
other means, unlefs you try your valour with
the Senefchal of this place. Valentine
chofe, rather to eater into fingle combat
with Sencfchal than thew the ring given him
by the Green Knight. The lady, perceiv-
ing his valour, fuddenly fell in love with
him; and, going into the chamber where
the brazen head ftood, faid unto it, Who is
that knight that would enter this caftle :
Lady, anfwered the head, of that knight
you fhall know nothing until you have
Brought him before me.

Every thing being prepared for the com-
bat, Clerimond feated herfelf at the win-
dow to bechold the conteft, which ended
fatally for the Senefchal. - Valentine attack-
ed him with fuch bravery, that he fell
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\ifelefs from his horfe. Knight, faid Cle-
rimond, you are moft welcome to my caftle,
for by your valour I am fure that you are
defcended from fome royal ftock.—Lady,
returned he, my name is Valentine; but
neither myfelf nor my companion ever knew
our parents. Indeed he has not the use of

fpeech.

CHAP. XVIII.

Valentine shews Clerimond her Brother’s Ring, and
questions ihe Brazen Head.

VALENTINE now entered the caftle,and
delivered the ring which he had received
from the Green Knight to the lady, who
gladly received the token, faying, Fair
knight, had you {hewed this ring before, you
had never met the danger you have juft ef-
caped : but fince it hath pleafed you to fhew
your valour, you have won the priviiege of
entering the chamber wherein the brazem
head ftands, which fhall declare all that you
can defire-to know. They then entered the

™Y
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chamber, abounding with gold, rubies, fap-
phires, and other precious ftones; and there
were four pillars of jafper, two of which
-were as yellow as the fineft gold, a third
more gx;een than grafs, and a fourth more
red than a flame ‘of fire. Between thefe
pillars was an emerald of amazing value;
in the midft the brazen head ftood, upen a
rich pedeftal.  Valentine fixed his eyes only
upon the head, anxious to hear what it wounld
fay concerning his birth. At lehgth, when
every voice was filent, it fpake thus :

“ Thou, O renowned knight, art called
Valentine the Brave, and art the man,
deftined to be the hufband of the lady Cle-
rimond. Thou art fon to the emperor of
Greece, and thy mother is Bellifant, fifter
to king Pepin of France. She was unjuftly
banithed from her throne, and is now in
Portugal, where fhe has refided thefe twenty
years in the caftle of the giant Ferragus.

The wild man, who hath fo long accom-
panied thee, is thy brother; and he will
never have the faculty of fpeech, till a thread
which grows under his tongue be cut. You
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were both born in the foreft of Orleans.
Thou haft been brought up under the care of
king Pepin, thy uncle ; but thy brother was
nurtured by a bear. Proceed, Valentine,
and profper. Thele are the laft words I
thall fpeak. Since thou haft entered this
chamber, my power is at an end. Proceed
and profper !”’ y
Valentine now fell upon the bofom of his
brother Orfon, and Oxfon on his, and they
kindly embraced each other. 'The lady ob-
ferving this, faid, Oh, courteous knight, I of
all others ought to be moft joyful at this your
happy arrival, for by you I am freed from
ten years grief, which I have endured. This
brazen head has told me, that you are the
man on whom my affections thould reft, and
therefore I take you for my wedded lord.
- Lady, faid Valentine, I accept you as my
wife; but I fhall infift that, as your brother,
the Green Knight, hath forsaken Mahomet,
you alfo fhall become a Chriftian. Sir, re-
plied the, I fhall gladly obey you in every
point as long as we live. ‘

i . re )
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CHAP. XIX.

The Giant Ferragus is acquainted with what passed
between his Sister and Valentine, by means of one
Pacolet, a Dwarf and an Enchanter.

ITHIN this caftle there dwelt a

dwarf, named Pacolet, whom Cle-
rimond had nourifhed from a child. 'This
Pacolet was {o learned in necromancy, that,
by enchantment, he had made a little wooden
horfe, in the head of which he had placed a
pin of wood, that every time he mounted
to ride abroad, he had only to turn the pin
towards the place he wifthed; and fud-
denly he would be there without danger ; for
the horfe could fly through the air f\nftc‘
than any bird. This Pacolet obferved the
behaviour of Valentine, and went to Portu-
gal and told Ferragus what had pafled at the
caftle.  Ferragus grew exceedingly angry
with his fifter, for granting her love unto a
Chriftian knight, {wearing to take revenge
upon them both. He ordered Pacolet to re-
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turn and bear this meflage to Clerimond.—
¢ That ’ere long he would come in perfonto
vifit them, and to folemnize their nuptials.”
Pacolet was in an inftant at home again, and
delivered to lady Clerimond this meffage.
The lady ftood amazed, and faid, Ah! Pa-
colet, heaven prevent my brother from
pxanmnc treafon again{t me ! I Why didft thou

not acquaint me with thy departure? for I
withed to have enquired for a Chriftianlady,
who hath long refided with my brother Fer-
ragus in his caftle.

I will make another journey into Por-
tugal, faid the dwarf, and Dbefore to-
morrow mid-day I will bring you tidings
concerning this lady. On the morrow,
as Pacolet had promifed, he - was n
the hall before Valentine, faying, Sir,
I am returned, and have {een your mother in
good health.—What news from Ferragus!?
faid Clerimond. Youir brother, replied Pa-
colet, will foon be here. Pacolet’s -infor-
mation proved true; for the fame day ar-
rived Ferragus at the caftle of Clerimond.
Fair knight, faid he, you are welcome here,
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for the love of my {ifter Clerimord. But
under this fair fpeech he difguifed his
tréachery. Valentine faid, Sir, it is reported
to me, that within your caftle, for the fpace
of thefe twenty years, you have entertained
a Chriftian lady, who is my mother; her
name is Bellifant, fifter to king Pepin of
- France, and Wifé unto the emperor of
Greece. By Mzhomet, faid Ferragus, you
fay truth, and you fhall return with me and
my fifter into Portugal, where we will fo-
lemnize your nuptials.

Valentine having cut the thread from
under Orfon’s tongne, he related the ftory
of his life in the foreft.

CHAP. XX.

Valentine and Orson are betrayed by the Trcrzcimj

of Ferragus, who confines them in Prison.

ERRAGUS thus prevailed with his
fifter and Valentine and Orfon to return
with him to his caftle. He pretended kind-
nefs and civility towards them during their
Journey, and condu@ed them fafely to his
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caftle. At midnight, however, this treache-
rous giant caufed the two brothers to be
dragged from their beds, and thrown into a
difmal dungeon.

Clerimond, in the mean time, perfuaded
the giants wife tointroduce her to the mother
of Valentine and Orfon, to whom fhe related
the wonderful prefervation of her babes in
the forefts, and acquainted her with their
{tory from that day to the prefent hour.

While thefe ladies were thus engaged,
Pacolet, by means of his wooden horfe, en-
tered the chamber where they were. Alas!
Pacolet, faid Clerimond, why didft thou not
give me warning of all thefe miferies? Lady,
faid Pacolet, I fwear my art fhall utterly
forfake me, or I will find a remedy for your
Friend, faid Bellifant, if thou canft but deli-
yer my two children aut of prifon, T will
recompence thy labours richly. Pacolet
promifed, that he would releafe them ing
{tantly,
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CHAP. XXI.

Pacolei releases Valentine and Orson Jrom Prison,
Their surprising Adventures,

NE day Ferragus gave a grand enter~

" tainment to his nobles; and, after
much revelling, he and his attendants retired
to reft. “Pacolet embraced this opportunity,
and went to the door of the dungeon, where
Valentine and Orfon were imprifoned, and
releafed them from their chains. He then
conduéted them to the chamber where the
ladies Bellifant and Clerimond were weeping
at their fate. After fome tender expreflions
of their different feelings, it was determined
that they fhould fly from the caftle. Pacolet,
by his art; fafely condu@ed them to the fea-
fide, where they found a thip, which conveyed
them all to the caftle of Clerimond.

It happened, fome time afterwards, that
Ferragus entered into a war with the duke
Savary, and took him prifoner. Valentine
and Orfon, with Pacolet, the dwarf, were
all in the intereft of the duke, and fought
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valiantly on his fide, though they kept them-
{clves unknown. Thefe heroes, however,
releafed the duke from his captivity, and
turned the vi&ory in favour of the duke.
After a trial of the conftancy of the lady
Fezon, the was married to Orfon, in the
prefence of the lady Bellifant and Valentine,
with great {plendour.

After the celebration of thefe nuptials,
Valentine defired to vifit Conftantinople, for
the purpofe of making himfelf known to his
father the emperor.

Pacolet accordingly prepared the en-
chanted horfe ; and, feating Valentine be-
hind him, they foon arrived at Conftantino-
ple, and entered the palace juft as king Pe-
pin, the emperor, and the Green Knight,
who happencd to be there altogether, were
fitting down to fupper. |

The king of France, the moment he faw
Valentine, embraced him moft affectionately,
and exclaimed, Great emperor! behold this
valiant knight ; he is your own lawful fon.
The emperor, now convinced of his wife’s
innocence, folded his fon in his arms and
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wept bitterly, at the thought of the injuftice
of which he had been guilty.  When, how-
ever, Valentine had related all the circum-
ftances of his meeting with his mother, and
acquainted the emperor that fhe was in fafety,
he caufed a general rejoicing to take place
throughout his dominions.

In the mean time Ferragus, the giant,
fent to king Trompart, defiring his affift-
ance againf{t the duke of Acquitain. Trom-
part confented, and brought with him an
enchanter named Adrimain.—It fo happened
" that Pacolet and Trompart arrived at the
fame inftant in Acquitain. -Adrimain art-
fully contrived to gain admittance into the
‘chamber where Clerimond {flept ; and, hav-
ing previoufly thrown Pacolet into a pro-
found fleep, he fecured the wooden horfe,
and carried away Clerimond in an enchanted
fleep to the tent of his mafter. Adrimain
there explained to king Trompart the ufe of
the wooden horfe, and related the means by
which he had obtained it. The king was
delighted at this intelligence, and determined
to ufe the horfe himfelf. He accordingly
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placed Clerimond, who was ftill {leeping,
upon the horfe, and mounted with her in the
air, intending to carry her to his own domi-
nions.  Before the morning, they were two
hundred miles from the {pot where they af-
cended, when Clerimond awaking from
the trance, moft indignantly rebuked the
king for his bafe treachery. Trompart,
however, feated her once more on the horle,
being determined to carry her to his palace ;
but, in a fit of anger, he committed a mis-
take, by turning the pin on the horfe’s head
the wrong way ; and, inftead of defcending
as he thought in his own country, the horfe
alighted in India. They were immediately
taken before the king, who ordered the head
of Trompart to be inftantly {mitten off for
h.aving lately put to death the brother of the
Indian king. ~ Clerimond was then led into
thé king’s palace, where he thus addrefled
her: Lady, the beauty of your face hath
enthrailed my heart ; and, if you pleafe, I
will make you queen of all this continent.
Sir, replied fhe, you fpeak gracioufly ; but
I have vowed not to marry apy man
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for the fpace of one whole year; when
that vow is accomplifhed, I will willingly
confent. 'Well, faid the king, thy anfwer is
reafonable; let it be as thou haft faid. Ac-
-cordingly Clerimond was treated with as much
ftate as if the were queen ; but did not forget
to take efpecial care of the wooden horfe.
The morning after Adrimain had ftolen
her away, great’ lamentations were made for
the fair Clerimond throughout Acquitain ;
and when Pacolet found that Adrimain and
the wooden horfe were gone, he would have
killed himfelf, had not Orfon at that inftant
come in. After fome time, Lords, {aid Paco-
let, I will be revenged on Adrimain, by whom
we are thus wronged. He then difguifed
himfelf in the drefs of a woman, and took
his way to the army of Ferragus. He went
to the tent where Adrimain was; who, fee-
ing him dreffed like a female, began to make
love to him, and ordered him to be ferved
with all dainties. As Pacolet was thus feaft-
ing, he enquired of Adrimain’s fervant what
was become of king Trompart: The king
anfwered, I think he is returned into his
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own" country, carrying with him the lady
Clerimond upon a wooden horfe which my
mafter gave him.  When night arrived,
Adrimain retired to bed, when Pacolet en-
chanted him, and all around him, into a pro-
found fleep; and putting off his woman’s at-
tire, drefled himfelf in the richeft clothes of
Adrimain; after which he cut off his head,
apd bare it to the tent of Ferragus. He
fuddenly caufed the giant to leap out of
his bed, and drels himfelf; then tying
him to his girdle, he made him run by
his fide like a fpaniel, till he came to the
gates of the palace in Acquitain, where he
found the duke, accompanied by his barons.
Having related all that had pafled to the
duke, headvifed him to repair inflantly with
his warriors to the camp of the giant, where
all his army lay in an enchanted fleep. This
advice was feconded by Orfon; every one
of thefe proud infidels were put to inftant
death, and Ferragus the giant was be-
headed, 4
Having performed thefe wonders, Pacolet
-next turned his thoughts towards Conftanti-
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nople, which had all this time cndure‘;thc.
horrors of famine, being clofely befieged by
the Saracens. So great was the diftrels ot
the inhabitants, that Valentine and the Green
Knight fallied out of the garrifon with 2
chofen band to obtain provifions at any rifk.
They were both taken prifoners, and led in-
to the prefence of the Sultan, who had affem-
bled fifteen Pagan knights to pafs fentence of
death upon them, juft at the very moment
when Pacolet appeared before him. He ad-
dreffed himfelf to the Sultan, faying, That
he came from his brother the king of Argier,
to requeft that he would fend him fome of
his Chriftian captives to labour in his fields.
The Sultan, upon hearing this addrefs, order-
ed the judgment to be deferred till the next
morning, that he might confider his brother’s
requeft. In the dead of the night, however,
Pacolet, by means of his art, contrived to
reftore both Valentine and the Green Knight
to liberty.

The next morning, the emperor and king
Pepin fallied out of the city ; when the duke
of Acquitain, with his forces, came up, and
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affailed the Saracens fo fiercely, that the
Chriftians gained a complete vitory.

- When the battle was ended, Valentine
and Orfon being prefented to the emperor,
Father, faid Valentine, behold my brother
Orfon, whom as yet you never knew. The
emperor embraced him, and fo did king
Pepin, Valentine, the Green Knight, Blan-
diman, and Guidard the merchant, who
vanquifhed the falfe arch-prieft. They then
went to vifit the tent of the emprefs Belli-
fant, and the lady Fenzon.

When the emperor faw his wife¢ Bellifant,
he leaped off his horfe, embraced her,
and requefted her pardon. My lord, faid fhe,
I freely forgive all wrongs; but I am anxi-
ous to fee the man who proved my inno-
cence with his {fword. The merchant was
then introduced to the emprefs, who ex-
prefled her grateful acknowledgments, and
made him her chamberlain. A general joy
now diffufed itfelf, which was only leflened
by the abfence of Clerimond. ;
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CHAPL XXTE

‘King Pepin and Orson return into France, where
the latter is accused of a Design of murdering
the King. Valentine, in secking Clerimond, kills
a Dragon. The Emperor of Greece and the Green
Knight are taken Prisoners.

HE wars being ended, king Pepin,

Orfon, and the lady Fczon; returned
to France; where Orfon become his favour-
ite. Haufray and Henry, ftung with envy,
determined to murder the king their father,
and caufe the {fufpicion of the guiltto fall upon
Orfon. Thefe villains, having two nephews,
named Florent and Garnier, they engaged
them to murder the king in bed. Accord-
ingly, in the dead of night, when the king
was afleep, and Orfon was lying upon a pal-
“let by him, Garnier advanced to plunge a
knife into his heart; but lo! he faultered;
and being ftricken with fear, he dropped the
knife within the bed, and then went to
Haufray and Henry, faying, Lords, I would
not do the like again for all the gold in
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France; and yet I have not hurt the king, fo
great’ was the horror that feized me. But I
have left the knife in the king’s bed, and it
will be eafy to pretend a confpiracy, in
which Orfon’ is chiefly concerned. This
fcheme was highly approved by Haufray and
Henry ; and Garnier informed the king of a
defign to kill him in his fleep, and requefted
that Qrfon might be fecured as the principal
" #raitor, whohad for that purpofe hidden a knife
in his bed : The king was thunder-ftruck at
what he heard. Orfon folemnly protefled
his innocence; the bed was {earched, and
the knife was found; from which circum-
ftance the king believing the accufation, re-
proached Osfon with his ingratitude, and or-
dered him to be guarded by fifty knights, and
brought to judgment inthe hall. In his de-
fence Orfon fpokeas follows : ‘Royal fir, and
worthy lords, finge my words cannot defend
me, I appeal to the cuftom of your country;
which is, that when a man be accufed of
murder or treafon, he may crave a trial by
combat againft his accufers. The twelve
peers of France adjudged that Orfon’s de-

T
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mand was realonable, and ordered the combat .
to take place on a certain day. On the ap-
pointed day the valour and innocence of Or-
fon triumphed over the malice of his enemies,
and Haufray caufed Garnier to confefs, that
he placed the knife in the king’s bed, and
then, like a faithlefs villain, inftantly flew
him ; thus throwing the whole guilt of the
tranfa&ion upon their vile agent.

We muft now return to Valentine, who
could not be happy without Clerimond. Ac-
cordingly he left Conftantinople in fearch of
her, accompanied by Pacolet and two other
attendants. At Antioch, they were fum-
moned before the king, for not having paid
tribute. Chriftian, faid his majefty to Va-
lentine, you muft either renounce your faith,
or fight a dragon, which is winged like a
fowl, feathered like a griffin, witha head like
a ferpent, and a fting within her mouth ; her
{kin is covered with red fcales, and her feet
are like thofe of a lion. I will try my fortune
againft the monfter, faid Valentine, provided
that,if I conquer, you willbecome a Chriftian,
To this the king readily agreed on oath ; for
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never did any man return alive who fought
the dragon. Valentine then caufed 2 thield
to be made, and thereon faftened a number
of fteel fpikes a foot long, and as tharp as
needles. Thus provided, he put on his ar-
mour, mounted hisr'horfe, and rode forth to
feek the dragon.

Valentine now came within fight of the
dragon, who beat her wings moft fiercely,
and fames of fire iffued from her mouth.
He then defcended from his horfe, and
went towards the dragon, who lifted up her
paw to fmite him; but he caught the
blow on the fpikes of his fhield, and the
dragon, with a horrid noife, drew back.
Valentine purfued ; the dragon rofe upon her
feet, yet fearing the fhield, ftill kept retreating.
The champion now firuck her fuch a blow
under the ear, that he broke his fword, and
beeame in great danger. He, however, drew
forth a knife and ftuck it in her throat; and
then ran and fetched an axe from his fad-
dle bow, and, with a violent blow, cut
off great part of her tail, which fo enraged
the furious animal, that fhe flew at Valen-

tine’s head, threw off his helmet, and
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fmote him to the ground. Pacolet perceiving
his diftrefs, put himfelf in armour, obtained
another helmet, and bare it to his mafter.
The dragon then prb'ceedved to Pacolet, and
would have {flain him, had not Valentine with
his axe cut off her nofe, and put out one of
her eyes. The wounds made the beaft mad, |
and, extending her wings, fhe flew to the
top of a high rock. Then Pacolet put on
Valentine’s helmet, and faid, Sir, I am fore
* wounded, and muft of neceflity return to the
city. When the dragon perccived Pacolet 2
great way otf,theagainflew dire&lyathishead;
but Valentine threw his axe {o dexteroufly,
that he cut off one of her wings, and brought
her to the ground: when he quickly
fmote off the other wing. The battle grew
now exceedingly violent, infomuch that at
length Valentine became fo weary, that he
climbed up into a tree to reft awhi]é, where
the beaft, unable any more to fly, beheld
him with a furious countenance, caﬁing out
of her mouth the moflt noifome vapours.
Valentine being refrethed, again attacked
the dragon; and at length ran his axe fo
tar in her throat, that fhe fell down dead,
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Valentine having thus vanquifhed ‘the
dragon, the king and 2ll his court confidered
him as the wonder of the age; they all em-
braced Chriftianity, .and queen Rofamond
fcll deeply in love with him.

Brandiffer, the father-in-law of the king,
was fo much incenfed at his becoming a
Chriftian, that he headed a powerful army
againft Antioch, to which he laid fiege:
he caufed the unfortunate king to be put to
death, and ufurped his crown and ({-ignity.»
He then returned towards his own country,
but was driven by contrary winds into Cre-
tophe, on the Grecian coaft. It happened,
that the emperor of Greece and the Green
Knight were made prifoncers by fome of his
troops. The people of Cretophe had fent
for afiiftance to the emprefs Bellifant, of
“which Brandiffer being informed, embarked
his troops by night, and arrived at Lize,
where he took pofleflion of a caftle, in
which he placed his two daughters, Roza-
mond and Galazy. In the fame caltle
the emperor, the Green Knight, and
other Chriftian prifoners, were alfo confined
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in a dungeon underneath the apartments of
thefe ladies, This caftle was remarkably
ftrong, and was defended by a curious bridge,
over which one perfon only could pafls at a
_time, and which was guarded by two lions.

EHAR. XX1I1.

Clerimond feigns herself mad ; Lucar, the Son of King
Trompart, determines to revenge his Father’s
Deatle; and espouses Rosamond, the fair daughier
of Brand-fier ; Rosamond contrives to be taken
Prisoner by the King of India’s Troops; and King
Pepin takes the Uity of Angory.

THE year being expired which the king
of India had granted to lady Cleri-
mond, fhe, in order to avoid her marriage
with him, pretended madnefs; and none of
her attendants dared to come near her, but
conveyed her food. through the window of
her apartment.
In the mean time, Valentine, hearing that
king Trompart had been flain by the king of
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India, and that his fon Lucar had affembled
a numerous army to revenge his death, de-
termined to enter into the fervice of Lucar,
as the moft likely means of cbtaining fome
tidings of his beloved Clerimond. . Lucar
afked Valentine whether he would undertake
to carry a meffage of defiance from him to
the king of India, to which Valentine rea-
dily confented. In this embafly Lucar ex-
pefted that Valentine would lofe his life.
But the queen fent for Valentine privately
to her chamber, and, reprefcming to him
his danger, gave him a ring, which fhe had for-
merly received from the king of India, and
which fhe bid Valentine deliver to him in her
name, with this meffage: That alt‘nough her
father had given her in marriage to another
againf’c her will, fhe ftill retained the {in-
cereft affe@ion for him; and that, as the was
to accompany Lucar in his intended expedi-
tion, fhe withed him (the king of India), to
contrive fome method to carry her off ; and
(he affured Valentine, that by fo doing, he
might depend on being well received by the
king of India. When Valentine entered
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the palace, the king fternly demanded, whe-
ther he was not a fervant of king Lucar.
Valentine anfwered that he was, and that he
had brought a meflage from king Lucar,
which was, that unlefs the 'king of India
‘would prefent himfelf at the court of Efclar-
dy, with a rope about his neck, and fubmit
to fuch punifhment as Lucar and his nobles
thought fit, for the murder of king Trom-
part, the father of Lucar, his lands fhould
be laid wafte, and his fubjeéts put to the
fword. Meflenger, replied the king of In-
dia, I laugh at your mafter’s menaces, and
fhould certainly put you to death for bring-
ing me fo arrogant a defiance, were it not
for the love which I bear to the fair Roza-
mond, for whofe fake you thall return with-
out injury, if you produce any token by
which I may know that you come from that
lady. Valentine then Jdelivered Rozamond’s
meflage, and the ring, which the king of
India well remembered. When Valentine
had withdrawn, he made all poflible enquiry
for his dear Clerimond, but could hear no-
thing of her ; not once imagining that fhe



VALENTINE AND ORSON. 9%

was at that very time in the court of the
king of India. Early next mosning Va-
lentine departed, and being arrived at Ef-
clardy, he found king Lucar, accompanied
by Brandiffer. Lucar marvelled at the fafe
return of Valentine; and Brandiffer {wore
that he would never return home till he had
fubdued king Lucar.

On the next day king Lucar embarked
with an army of two hundred thoufand Sa-
racens, taking with him the lady Roza-
mond, and quickly pitched his tents near
the city, in which the king of India kept his
court. When theking of India heard that Ro-
zamond was come, he was exceedingly joy-
ful, and determined to make a fally to get
her into his poffeflion ; and rode immediately
to the tent of Rozamond, and placing her
behind him, rode away with her towards the
city. Her attendants quickly informed king
Lucar of what had paffed, who told Bran-
differ of the lofs which had befallen him.
Brandiffer inftantly purfued, and foon over-
took them; and condufed her back te

K
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‘her ‘hufband.  When fhe came into, his’
prefence, fhe excufed herfelf by faying,
that fhe had miftaken the Indian king
for fome baron, whom Lucar had fent
to guard her from the enemy. In a fecond
attempt, which the king made foon after-
wards, he proved more fortunate; for he
fuddenly iffued forth, and conveyed her fafe
“into the city. She fome time after bore him
a fon, who was named Rabeftre, and who
afterwards got pofieflion of Jerufalem. In-
telligence was now brought to Brandiffer,
that king Pepin had entered his dominions
with 2 numerous army, and had laid fiege to
the city of Angory. Valentine remarking
their number to be very great, advifed a fally
on their enemies the next morning, whilft
the troops of Lucar fhould attack them on
the other fide. Pacolet undertook to deliver
this meffage to Orfon, and to acquaint him,
that Valentine and Murgalant, at the head
of one hundred thoufand men, were come,
by order of the kings Lucar and Brandiffer,
to drive the Chriftians out of thofe territo-
ries; but, faid Pacolet, if you will be ruled
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by me, their whole hoft thall be betrayed in-
to your hands by to-morrow night. The
time being now come for the execution of
this plot, he, in the dead of night, pafling
through the pagan hoft, caft them into a
deep fleep. This being done, king Pepin
entered their camp, at the head of fixty thou-
{and men, fetting fire to thcir tents, and put-
ting to death all thofe who refifted, amongft
whom was Murgalant. The pagans were
obliged to retire again within the walls with
confiderable lofs ; and the Chriftians enter-
ing, made themfelves mafters of the city.

CHAP. XXIX.

Valentine hears Tidings of his Father. The King of
India is taken Prisoner. The Vision of King
; 2
Pepin.

, FTER the lofs of Angory, Valentine
returned to king Lucar, carrying with

him the dead body of Murgulant, which
Lucar caufed to be honourably buried. At
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this event the king of India rejoiced exceed-
ingly, and fuddenly gave the Saracens battle;
but his troops were defeated and himfelf
made prifoner. It was agreed between Lu-
car and Brandiffer, that the Indian king
fhould be hanged the next morning; and
they would alfo have put to death the empe-
ror of Greece and the Green Knight, whom
he had confined in a ftrong caftle. Valen-
tine, learning where his father was, told Pa-
colet that he fhould ftand in need of his af-
fitance, to work the releafe of the Indian
king, and to put Brandiffer into his power.
Soon afterwards Valentine and Pacolet quit-
ted the army of the Saracens to releafe the
emperor and the Green Knight, and feek the
lady Clerimond.

About this time king Pepin had a dream,
in which he beheld a prieft, who fhewed him
a magnificent fepulchre and a variety of re-
lics; and this vifion he had three feveral
times. He confidered, as an intimation
from Heaven, that he fhould go on to Jeru-
falem. Orfon, Myllon Daugler, and the
twelve peers of France, all offered to accom-
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pany him; and, thus attended, the king fet
out, after having invefted his fons Haufray
-and Henry with the city of Angory, and the
other places he had conquered from Lucar;
his kingdom of France he defigned for his
youngeft fon Charles. Haufray and Henry
were highly. incenfed at this diftribution of
power; for nothing fhort of the crown of
France could fatisfy their ambition ; there-
fore they refolved to deliver their father into
the hands of Brandiffer. Henry, however,
embarked with his father and the peers for
Jerufalem. ‘

Haufray arrived in India, and effered to
deliver Pepin and the twelve peersof France
into Brandiffer’s hands, provided he would
give him his daughter Galazy in marriage.
‘Brandiffer was much fhocked at the unnatu-
ral condu@ of this wretch; but pretending
to accept of the propofal, gave him a letter
for his daughter, in which he acquainted her
with the whole matter, and charged her to
infli& fuch punifhment on the bearer as his
crimes deferved; accordingly, on the perufal
of it, fhe ordered him to be thrown into 4
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difmal dungeon, where, to his great {urprize,
he found the emperor of Greece, Orfon, and
the Green Knight. \

e

CHIAP XXX,

Valentine and Pacolet depart for Angory, K ing Pe.’
pin and his Companions Jall into the Hands of
Brandiffer.  Brandiffer exchanges Myllon Daug-
ler for King Lucar, who had been carried « ff by
Pacolet. The Army of the Saracens are totally
destroyed, and King Pepin returns to his Domi-

nions.

VALENTINE and Pacolet, who had Jeft

the Saracens in Italy, arrived before
the caftle of the lady Galazy, in which the
emperor of Greece and the Green Knight
were confined; but foon departed to Angory,
to wait till the return of king Pepin from
Jerufalem. During king Pepin’s abode
there, came Brandiffer, the Indian king, and
king Lucar, and, informing the king of
Jury of the lofs of Angory, requefted him
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to deliver king Pepin and all his {uit into his
hands; and the king of Jury commanded
them to be brought before him. The little
company bheing accordingly apprehended,
king Pepin propofed that his fon Henry
thould pafs for the king of France, and that
himfelf fhould perfonate his page; but that
unworthy fon, f{eeing danger, made excufes;
upon which Myllon Daugler offered his fer-
vice; and when they were carried into the
king of ]ury s prefence, Myllon Daugler
perfonated king Pepin, whilft the king car-
ried Myllon Daugler’s hat and taff, in qua-
lity of a page. They were delivered up to
Brandiffer, who confined them in the caftle
of hjs danghter Galazy: but the king of In-
dia defiring to have the page (Pepin), who
was of {mall ftature, for his dwarf, he car-
ried him to India. It was the conftant cuf-
tom of the king of India to fend from his
own table, at every meal, a difh of meat
to the lady Clerimond; and Pepin, beiné
appointed to carry it to her, began, on fee-
ing her, to exprefs his forrow. Friend,
f3id Clerimond, I am not what I feem :
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but tell me, art thou really a Chriftian?
Lady, anfwered Pepin, I am, and came
from France. Then, faid Clerimend, fmiling,
perhaps you know king Pepin, and
his mephew Valentine? Aye, .replied the
ki'ng, and his brother Orfon, and their fa-
ther the emperor of Greece. At thefe words
Clerimond fhed tears, faying, Friend, may
1 put truft in thee? As much, replied Pepin,
as'if I were thy own father. She then fully
unbofomed herfelf, telling*him, that fhe was
the berrothed wife of Valentine, but had been
betrayed and ftolen away by Adrimain and
king Trompart, and that her madnefs was
all counterfeited, in order to avoid being
compelled to marry the king of India. King
Pepin was tranfported at this difcovery, and
cried out, Fair lady, 1 am the very Pepin,
king of France. He then informed her, he
would take the firff opportunity of imparting
it to Valentine, who was ftill undertaking
dangerous adventures in fearch of her.

In the mean time, the twelve peers of
France, and Henry the king’s fon, were con-
fined by Brandiffer in the fame dungeon with
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the emperor of Greece, Orfon, the Green
Knight, and Haufray. Having thus difpofed
of their prifoners, Brandiffer and Lucar went
to lay fiege to Angory. Soon after their ar-
rival, Pacolet went to their camp, pretend-
ing that he was defirous of ferving Lucar;
he was engaged by him, but having firft caft
him into a profound fleep, he conveyed him
a prifoner to Angory. Lucar, difcovering
the fraud, in a rage fnatched upa knife, and
plunged it into the body of Pacolet, who in-
ftantly fell down dead. Valentine was much
grieved at the death of Pacolet; but he took’
from his bofom a pair of writing-tablets, on
which were infcribed the manner of his art,
which Pacolet had taught him fome time be-
fore. Soon afterwards a meflenger came
from Brandiffer, bﬁ‘ering either Pepin, the
emperor, Orfon, or either of the twelve
peers of France, in exchange for Lucar,
Valentine was amazed to find fo many of his
friends prifoners, and fent word he would
have king Pepin reftored. Myllon Daugler
was accordingly brought to Angory, to be
exchanged for Lucar. As foon as Valentine
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faw him, he was ftruck with furprize ; but
when heheard his ftory, he congratulated him
on being rewarded for his zeal with liberty,
while Henry was ftill imprifoned in a dun-
geon.  Valentine then determining to releafe
his uncle, affembled his troops, and fallying
from the city at the head of fifty thoufand
men, the Indians were totally routed; and
their commander-in-chief, the marthal of In-
dia, being taken prifoner, Myllon Daugler
faid to Valentine, Sir, this prifoner may be
exchanged for your uncle king Pepin. The
exchange was accordingly made; and Va-
lentine was rejoiced at fecing once again his
dear uncle, who informed him of all parti-
culars relative to his beloved Clerimond.
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CHAP. XXXI.

Yalentine rescues Lady Clerimond from the King of
India, and releases his Futher and the other Pri~
soners. Haufray and Henry poison King Pepin
and lis Queen, and deprive young Charles of his

Inheritance. The Emperor of Greece unhappily
slain by Valentine, }

VALEN‘TINE being refolved to attempt

the deliverance of Clerimond, repaired
to the capital of India, under the difguife of
a phyfician. " His firlt care was to fend 2
perfon about the city to make it known, that
he could cure all kinds of difeafes, both in
men and women, madnefs itfelf not except-
ed. The king of India hearing of this fa-
mous phyfician, ordered him to Bbe intro-
duced to Clerimond. At firft fthe appeared
very outrageous; but when Valentine difco-
vered himfelf, fhe immediately threw off all
thow of madnefs, and no words can exprefs
their excefs of joy. They immediately be-
gan to confider of the means of efcaping,
when Valentine perceiving Pacolet’s horlein
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a corner, faid, Thus fhall it be; I will pro-
mife the king to cure my Clerimond by to-
morrow, but I will fay I muft watch the
progrefs of the diforder during the night,
and at midnight we will take our flight on
our old friend’s wooden horfe, for I know
his art. The king agreed to Valentine’s
abiding with Clerimond during the night ;
and when the cqurt retired to reft, Valentine
mounted the little horfe, and taking the lady
behind him, he turned the pin towards Ango-
1y, where they foon arrived, and were mar-
ried the next morning.

Valentine foon after made himfelf mafter
of the caftle,in which his father and his com-~
panion were imprifoned; and opening the
door of the dungeon, cried out, All you that
are alive come forth! Orfon, knowing his
voice, called out, Welcome, dear brother!
and he and the emperor foon left their loath-
fome cell; and, after {fpending {fome days in
feftivity, Haufray and Menry returned to
France, and Valentine to Angory, leaving
the emperor, Otfon, and the Green Knight,
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in poffeflion of the caftle; where Orfon be-
came enamoured of ‘Galazay.

Haafray and Henry foon after crowned
their villainy, by caufing their father and his
queen to be poifoned, and by feizing the go-
vernment, which belongedin right to young

“Chatles, swhom' they treated as 2 Lkitchen
boy, 41l ‘hewas taken ‘privately out of their
hands. © Valeritinie  immediately repaired 'to
“Paris, by means of Pacolet’s horfe, and by
his art fet all the ‘prifoners at liberty 5 but
could not' then take any other meafures
againft the ufurpers Haufray and Henry,
being obliged to return to Angory on the
wooden horfe, leaving Myllon Daugler "be-
hind him: for Brandiffer and his allics had
again laid fiege to that city. The emperor
and Orfon, and the Green Knight, alfo fet
{ail from their caftle, to give affiftance to
the Chriftians.  On their voyage they fell in
with a fleet, having on board ten thoufand
choice troops, ‘which were going to join
Brandiffer. A fierce engagement enfued,
and the Pagans were at length defeated. Af-
‘ I
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ter this vi¢tory, the emperor propofed to his
companions that they thould put on the Sara-
cens’ armour, as a difguife; but this mea-
fure proved fatal to himfelf.  After the ar-
my of Brandiffer had remained ina&ive be-
fore the city a whole month, the befieged,
under Myllon Daugler, marched out to give
them battle. At this jun@ure arrived the
emperor of Greece, Orfon, and the Green
Knight, with their army; and Valentine
miftaking the .emperor, from his armour, to
be a Saracen, ran at him with his {pear, and
thruft him through, fo that he fell dead on
the earth. Valentine immediately uttered 2
ery of joy; but Orfon wept, and faid, Bro-
ther, this is no conqueft; for you have flain
your father. "When Valentine heard this,
he fell from his horfe, and abandoned him-
felf to grief. He, however, was .at length
prevailed on to remount.; and again rufhing
into the battle, flew king Chrifto and Bran-
differ, whereupon the Pagans fled on all fides.
Next morning took place great lamenta-
tions for the emperor of Greece, and his
body was royally interred in the city of An-
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gory ; but Valentine could not be comforted.
No enemy now remaining, Myllon Daugler
returned to his own country, after taking
leave of Valentine; who, with his brother
Orfon, retired into Greece, having' firft
crowned the Green Knight king of Angory.

CHAP. XXXII.

Valentine and Orson agree to rule jointly in Greece.
Valeniine gécs on a Pilgrimage, but returns dis-
guised inthe Garb of a Beggar. Hugon, King of
Hungary, treacherously endeavours to obtain the
Lady Clerimond in Marriage, and betrays Orson
and the Green Knight into the Flands of the King of
Jewry. The Treachery of Hugon is discovered ;
Orson.and the Green Kuight are released, and Iu-

gon 1s slaii.

s

THE emprefs Bellifant, after the death of
her lord, recommended her fons to
agree, which of them fhould fucceed their
father as emperor of Greece, when they
agreed to govern the empire together. Bui
fuch was the grief of Valentine, that he de-

adse e
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termined to go on a pilgrimage to Rome, as
a penance for the unintentional murder of his
father.  Before his departure he took the
lady Clerimond’s wedding ring, and breaking
it in two, gave her one half and kept the
other himfelf; telling her to give no credit
to any perfon who might pretend to come
from him, unlefs he produced to her his half
of the ring.

Shortly after this Orfon’s wife died; he
mourned for her death one whole year, and
then married the lady Galazy, by whom he
had a fon, named Orfayr, who in procefs of
time became emperor.

At Rome Valentine was ordered by a her-
mit to fubmit to feven years penance: in
confequence of which, having difguifed his
perfon, he returned to Conftantinople, clad
in the habit of a beggar, and went to his bro-
ther’s palace. The attendants would have
-driven him away, but Orfon faid, He would
relieve all poor pilgrims, in hopes of gaining
{fome intelligence of his brother, and ordered
them to carry him fome meat and wine, of

which he refufed to tafte ; but feeing a bal-
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ket containing the fcraps, he readily eat of
them, and -at night repofed himfelf on fome
ftraw under the ftairs, as he had been en-
joined by the hermit.

Hugon, king of Hungary, arriving at
Conftantinople, was very urgent with the
lady Clerimond to become his wife, telling
her that Valentine muft certainly be dead.
The lady, however, determined to be faith-
ful to her beloved Valentine, faying, He was
furely alive, keeping bis half of her wedding
ring. Hugon, therefore, had recourfe to
frand. Pretending to be going on a pilgri-
mage to Jerufalem, he much prefled Oxfon
to accompany him ; to which he confented,
on condition that they fhould call in their
way at Angory, and take with them the
Green Knight. They did fo; but, on their
arrival at Jerufalem, Hugon bafely betrayed
them into the hands of Rabeftre, king of
Jewry, who confined them in a dungeon ;
taking from them their gold feals, which he
delivered to Hugon, according to an agrec-
ment previoufly made between them. Hu-
gon then wrote two letters, one in the name

e
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of Orfon, the other in that of the Green
Knight, and having fealed them with their
feals, difpatched them by his nephew, named
Galeran, to Conftantinople. The firft was
exprefled in thefe terms:

¢« Orfon, emperor of Greece, unto the
thrice-renowned fovereign lady my mother,
unto you my love Galazy, and my fifter Cle-
rimond, greeting. Know this, that many
things are fallen out contrary to expectation.
I found my brother Valentine on his death-
bed, at Jerufalem; and a little before he
died, he charged me to falute Clerimond in
his name, and command her, that if ever
the marry again, the will take fome prince
to her hufband ; but the half ring was ftolen
from him 1in his ficknefs.”

The letter in the name of the Green
Knight ran thus:

“ Right well beloved fifter, we have faid
enough about my brother Valentine; but
now we wifh you, firft, to accomplifh the
defire of the dead; fecondly, to match with
Hugon, king of Hungary, as you will aveid
our difpleafure. For further authority, we
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have fealed thefe letters with our own
feals.”

Galeran delivered the two letters to the
emprefs and Clerimond, who both moft bit-
terly lamented the fuppofed death of Valen~
_tine; and Clerimond declared it to be her de-
termination, to remain fingle for the reft of
her life. In the end, however, fhe fuffered
herfelf to be prevailed on by the lady Belli-
fant to confent to give her hand to Hugon;
but, before their nuptials, Valentine (who
obferving all that paffed, pitied the diftrefs of
his dear Clerimond) was directed in a vifion
to betake himfelf out of the city, near one
of the gates of which he would meet a pil-
grim, with whom he fhould exchange habits,
and in that difguife repair again to his own
palace, and there difcover the treachery of
Hugon. He obeyed, found the pilgrim,and
exchanged garments; and returning to the
imperial palace, he thus addrefled the lady
Clerimond, in the prefence of the whole
court : ¢ Lady, I am fent to thee with falu-
tations from thy hufband Valentine, who will
be with thee in the fpace of three days.”—=
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- When Hugon, who ftood by, heard thefe
~words, he fecretly quitted the palace, and
seturned to his own dominions;. upon which
the lady Bellifant ordered Galeran to be
ﬁenzed, who confefled the treachery, and was
put to death.

The king of Jewry made an ochr to Or-
fon and the Green Knight to fet them at li-
berty, if they would furrender to him the city
of ‘Angory. This they refufed to do, ynlefs
he would alfo conlent to releale Hugon,
whom they imagined to have been made pri-
foner by him at the. fame time with them-
felves; but when they heard that it was Hu-
gon who had betrayed them into his hands,
they vowed to be revenged on him, and
yielded to the propofal made to them.

When they arrived at Conftantinople they
afflembled an army, and again laid fiege to
Angory, which city was then in the poffe{-
fion of Hugon; who offered to {urrender it
to them, with immenfe trealures of gold,
and to engage in fingle combat, if any per-
fon there, Orfon excepted, would dare to
brand him with the name of traitor. This
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challenge wasaccepted by the Green Knight,
who, in the combat that enfued, gave his
antagonift fo fevere a ftroke, that he fell to
the earth in a fwoon; but coming to himfelf
again, he confeffed the treafon of which ‘he
had beén guilty, and foon afterwards ex-
pired. Orfon then took pofleflion of the
city, after which he returned to Conftantis

nople.

CHAP. XXXI1II.
The Deail of Valentine.

EVEN .years being elapfed, Valentine was
feized with a mortal diftemper; and an
angel warned him that he muft foon quit the
world. At thisnews he, by his geftures (for
he was not” able to fpeak), exprefled great
joy; and making figns for pen and ink, he
wrote down that it was himfelf who, habited
like a pilgrim, manifefted Hugon’s treafon.
Then inclofing the half ring which he had
received from Clerimond, he put his name,
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‘to the letter, fealed it, and holding it in his
hand, ftretched himfelf out and died. When
Orfon heard of the fuppofed pilgrim’s death,
he was much grieved, and attempted to take
the letter out of his hand, but in vain. But
as foon as Clerimond laid hold of the paper,
the hand opened of itfelf. "This letter being
read, great lamentation enfued for the death
-of Valentine: Clerimond threw herfelf on
sthe body, and for a long time refufed all
.comfort ; nor could fhe ever be prevailed on
‘to enter into a fecond marriage.

Orfon governed the empire feven years,
and had another fon by his wife ‘Galazy,
whom he named Morant ; and this fon af-
terwards ‘became king of Angory. The
death of Galazy, which happened fome'time
after, fo much afflited ‘Orfon, that he re-
tired into a foreft, where he fubfifted folely
on bread and roots. ‘One night he had a vi-
fion, glorious beyond deéfcription; and re-
turning next day to‘his palace, he faid to the
‘Green Knight, Sir, T fee'the uncertainty of
the world; I refign my children unto your
care, and I defire you will fee them well
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educated in the principles of religion and
virtue, that they may be fit to govern my
people ; for I will fpend the.reft of my days
in folitary contemplation. = Then taking {o-
lemn leave, he went back to the fore(t, where
he fpent the remainder of his days in abiti-
‘nence and prayer.

A he
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