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- THE FAMOUS HISTORY OF

VALENTINE & ORSON.
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CHAP I

E find it fet. down 1n ancient chronicles, that the
thrice noble and valiant Pepin, fometime King of
France, took to wife Bertha, who was defcended ofroyal race,
and wasexceedingly fair and wife, but wonderouily cumbered
with-many troubles, The chicf inftrument quilchicf 10
wards this good Queen was an old woman, who firft brought
her into dilgrace with the King her hufband, and then to be
quite banifhed his bed, while {he introduced a daughter of
her own in the good Queen’s ftead. This old woman have-
ing thus brought her treachery to effect, (for her daughter
{omewhat refembled Bertha,) it {o came 1o pafs that King
Pepin had two fons by this maiden, to wit, Haufray and
Henry, who wickedly caufed the Queen Beriha to be utterly
banilhed, where fhe pafled a great partof her daysin abun-
dance of forrow. At lalt, however, {he began to receive
comfort again ; for, at the earnelt requeft of divers great
Peers and Lerds of France, this good Queen began to find
favour with the King ber hufband, who, difcovering the
treachery the wicked old woman had plotied againit her,
much bewailed the miferies the had endured, and witn gigat
honour and triumph received her again ; and being thus re-
fiored to her bed, fhein a fhort tune concetved, and. bare
unto rhe King a goodly fon, called Charlemain the Puillant.
Now King Pepin had a Gifter named Bellifant, polleffed
of oreat wit and beauty, which fo {pread her fame abroad,
that Alexander, Emperor of Conftantunople, was much 1n
love wath her, and came to Franceto afk her in marriage.
King Pepin made great preparalions for entertaining the no-
ble Emperor, and went (0 meet and conduct him to the
Court of France, where fair Bellifant was.
This intended Marriage being known among the inhabie
tants, joy began to (hew ifelf onevery fide ; and thele two
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were eflpoufed in all bonour, The marriage feait being end*
ed, the Emperor made préparation 1o go to Conﬁantinople
with his fair Emprefs Bellifant. Being all "'mounted on’
horfeback, King Pepin fet forward, attended “wich Lovds,
Ladies, and others.of the Court. Thefe mighty Princes
being come to a port of the fea where'they mult parit, the
Emperor yielded King Pepin thanks for giving him his
faiv fifter Bellifant, King Pepin then turned to his fitter,
and in this manner took his leave :--¢ Fair fitter, (quoth he)
think no longer of France, but remeémber you aie removed
ta a country of better condition,  Be you governed by the
odeft ladies of the fand, and give no ear to difloyalty ; for:
if I thould hear tidings other than good of you, 1t would be
the caule to take away my hfe,” Then embracing his fifter
heleft her to the mercy of the waves, King Pepin then 1e.,
turned to France; and the Emperor, with his train, arrived
in fafety at Conftantinople, with great joy, honour, and tri<
umph.  But thefe joys were foon converted into Jamenia-
tsons, for the poor Lady Bellifant, by treafon and falfe ac~
wufations, was foon caft ‘out and banifhed, as hereafter will
appear, :
CH AP, ,
B N Conflantinople lived 4n Arch Piielt, in whom the Em.
peror put much trust, beftowed upon him great riches
and pofleflions, committed all his bofom thoughts unto his.
fecrecy, and in the end made him fole Governor over all hig
houle; he was alfo his principal Confeffor, and hisgreateft
favourite. This Prieft, forgetting all the Emperor’s tavours,
and being enraptured with the beauty of the new Emprels,
inordinate defire prevailed, and he only waited for u fit op-
portunity to indulge it ; at lalty elpying her alone in her
chamber, ke began to utier his lakaivieus thoughts in thig
manner ;—

“ Dear and fovereign Lady, I amyour fervant and chap-
lain; therefore { befeesh you to hear my words, for I ain
burnt up in affection towards you. Know thai the beauty
of your perfon hath ravifhed my {pirits, and quite berefg
me of all reft, both by night and day, inforuch that my only
requelt is, that you would give confent unto me that I
might not oaly ferve you, but alfo delight yoa in all pleafures,
If, Lady, you deny my fuit, I .can lock for nothing but pres
fentdeath. Alas! you are fair, amiable, courteous, and aifo

youthful,
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youthful ; be not then the cause of lofing my life by lofing

our love But, Lady, perhaps you will fay, how dare you
offeud the gods in this unlawful a& ? To this I anfwer, I
am one of the vicars of the gods upon earth, and therefore
it refts in me to abfolve you of yoyr fins.”

This fpeech of the Priest being ended, the Lady made him
this anfwer :=¢ Ah ! thou falfe, unjnft, difloyal Prieft, {tain
to thy profeffion, how dareft thou open thy mouth to fuch
villainous purpoles ? Firft, against the sacred order ; fecondiy
againft the Emperor, who nourifhed thee, and railed thee
to fuch dignities, Thow devil, thou who fhouldft be a guide
to my life and converfation, art devifing my utter ruin and
deftruttion. O ye gods, grant that the blood of Frarce,
from whence I am delcended, nor the Emperor, my loving
Lord, fhould ever be fo difhonoured. O false, accurfed
man, thou wouldft deliver me, firft unto the pollution of
my perfon; next thou would bring my foul into the jaws
of death and thedevil. O thou moniier, ceafe henceforth
to {olicit me in this manner ; if thou doft, thou canft look for
nothing.but a thameful and molt ignominious death ; theie-
fore with this an{wer depart, and lee that thou attempt me
no more.”

. This angry farewel of the worthy Emprels ftung the
Prieft 10 the very heart, and filled him with rage. However,
he duift make no reply, but craved pardon for his 1ath fol-
lies, and fo he departed.  Yet being fore irritated in mind,
he deviled to revenge himfelf upon the innocent Lady by
deceit; for feeing the Emperor knew nothing in this mat-
ter, the Arch Prieft began to think how he might effect
what he had determined, and preferve his former honours,
W hereupon he teflolved, that he would cuniiingly bear ' fair
towards the Emperors, by feeming (o fhew-his loyalty, andthe
watchful care he had towards ihe welfare of "his efiate and
perfon. So at a fit opportunity, finding the Emperor “all
alone, he thus accofted him :— ; &

- “ Right high and mighty Emperor, I confider it my duty
to reyeal unto you all thatany way concérns your royal per-
fon: Therefore | befeech you to give ear to whet 1 fhall
difclofe unto you. O Emperor ! thisit is: Bellifant, vour
wife, whom you have advanced to this ftate and dighity,
faileth in that duty and loyalty which fhe owelh' unto her
Leotd,; for fhe befloweth hey iove unto another, ‘which' is

prbpér
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proper only for yourfelf. You know I am a facred Prieft,
and may notfeek the blood of any man; and as by way of
confeflion 1 came unto the light thereof, 1 neither ought
nor will reveal the name of him that ulurps yourbed : let it
{uflice there is not a more unclean and lalcivious woman in
your Court or Kingdom.” ‘
" The Emperor, little miftrufting the treachery of the Arch
Prielt, gave credit to all his fair but falle words, and there-
with became extiemely fad. He reftrained awhile his paf-
fion. At length, entering into the chamber of Bellifant, in
a moft fierce, rude, and unmannerly order, he took the fair
lady by the hair of her head, and dragged her about the
chamber, thiowing her on the ground in'a mofl horrid man-
ner, Shecried out :--*¢ Alas! my dear Lord, what moveth
you to this outrage ? T eall the gods to witnefs 1 never did
any thing in my life againft your honour.” The Emperor
replied, 1 am too well informed of thy proceedings, and
curled be the day that ever I faw your deceitful face,”
And therewithal dafhing her head #gainft the grourd, he
I=ft her [peechlels, infomuch that her attendants thought fhe
had been bereft of life.  Upon this there arefe “a most pitiful
outcry; which the Counfellors and Attendants hearing, ran
ipeedily to the chamber, where they found the Lady in a
trance ; and foine ran to take up the body of the Emprefs,
while others took upon them to fpeak tothe Emperor to ap-
pease his rage,and {aid unto him as followeth :— Alas }
df;ad. Sovereign! what caufes thisfudden paflion with your
Lady ;—a Lady, modeft, chafte, and beloved by all, and in
whotn was never feen the leaft difhonour either towards
yourfelfy or any in your empire ; wherefore moderate your
anger againft l:xer;” The Emperor, not relenting, anfwer-
1ed :—¢* Speak nomore; for 1 know, I fes, T hear, how the
‘nath deluded me, 2nd am fully purpofed to delivér herover th
death.” ‘ A

Thefe, words were no {ooner uttered, than up- rofe a
courageous'Ba’ron, who fpoke unto the Emperor ; Right
worthy Sir, I befecch you to confider that your noble wife
Js great ‘with child; wherefore it is doubly cruel to fmitg
her in the manner vou have done,” But I'could wifh you
to be well-adviled before you proceed further, fecing that
the is fifter to the great King Pepin of France, who, when
he (hill hear of the wrongs dorie her, ‘will not fail to'wieak
i his
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his vengeauce for thefe mercilels deeds towards his dear-
fifter.” 5 : D01

The Baron here ended his fpeech ; and the Lady being
fomewhat recovered from her iwoon, fcli upon her knees,
and in tears addefled the Emperor: = Alas! myLord, rake
pity ‘on‘your innocent Lady, who neverihought evil either
againft your perfon or dignity, Yet, my Loud, though

our compaflion be quite extin@ for me, pily your child
with which I am 1iow pregnant, and let me be 1mprifoned
in fome tower till the time. of its birth : Then, if your an-
ger be not appeafed,” do with me what pleafeth you; but
oh'! fave the child.” : :

Bat ail this moved him not; the hard-hearted Emperor,
who, bewitched as he was with the infidious tale of the
Arch Prieft, furioufly broke out thus : ¢ Thou falfe {trum-
pet, the child thou goelt withal is to me no joy, but rather
great difhonour,in that thou haft made another partner in
thy love; and thy diffolute life hath made an eternal {epa-
ration between us,”

The Courtiers, perceiving nothing could mitigate the
Emperor’s rage, removed her out of his preflence, thie Ladies
wathing her bloody face, and adminiftering cordials to re-
vive her fpirits,: Being in another room, in comes ber
fervant Blandiman, who, beholding her in this fiuation,
exclaimed, (with tears trickling down his face) ¢« Ah,
Madam ! . I fee you are traiteroufly dealt with j but take
comforts for T'will condu& yecu back o your good bro-
‘ther *Kinyg. Pepin, who gave me to attend your perion,
Oh ! 'my ianocent Lady, follow my council; for if you
‘tay, the Emperor will.afluredly bring you 1o 2 fhamelul
death.”—The forrowful Lady made this reply : ¢ Ah!
Blandiman, I know thy faithful feryices towards me, but
muft not follow thy advice. If 1 fhould fteal cut of this
‘coutitry privately, it would argue mé guilty of ' ihie anfamy’
‘the Emperor throweth upon me. « Believe me, ! had rather
dié the moft cruel death, than bear the blame of that
‘whereof I am innocent.” , it

By this time the Emperor, through the.means of the
Lords and Barons, began to alter his purpoie of putting
‘his Lady to deaih, out of fear of her bro her King Pepin;

1s1id. cauling her to be ‘again brought: before bim, he thus
‘denounced her doom : ¢ Thou faife and accurled woman,
i I vow,
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I vow, were it not for thy brother, the valiant Pepin, King
of Frarnce, I would make thee an cxample to all perfidious
Ladies; but for his fake I [pare thy life.. Neveithelefs, I
banifh thee out of my empire, exprefsly commanding, that
to-morrow thou depart, never more. to return, on pain of
fuffering death. - Alfo [ ftriétly forbid ali perfons from aide
ing or accompanying you, fave your fervant Blandiman,
whom you brought from France.” ;
Sentence being thus pronounced, fhe and her fervant
Blandiman haftened to horle, .As fhe paffed through the
city, fthe was met by multitudes of people, lamenting the
lofs of fo good an Emprefs ; and when fhe came to the
gates, there was fuch lamentable mournful veices, that the
like before was never heard in the City of Conftantinople,
When fhe was juft entered into the fields, fthe fell into a fit
of bitter weeping, to think how difhonourably fhe was
ufed, fhe being innocent. “ Alas!” cried fhe, * in what
unhappy hour was I born, to fall from fo high an eftate to
fo low a condition as I am now in? Woe is me, the un-
happieft among women! Ah! my brother, it had been
better I had never been born, than that 1 fhould prove fuch
‘a ftain to thy princely family.” As fhe was thus com-
plaining, the anguifh threw her into a fwoon, and fhe
would have fallen off her horle, but her fervant caught
her ; and, at laft, being come to herfelf again, he faid unto
her: “ Alas! Madam, be not difcomfosted, but truft 1o the
gods, who will keep and defend you ; for they are ready
to aflilt the innocent.” Having thus fpoken, he efpied
‘a fountain, towards which he and his Lady took their way,
and he fat her down thereby, to refreth her overlired
{enfes. ‘

CEAT, IH,

; THE Arch-Priclt, having now wrought the hanifh-
: ment of fair Bellifant, thought he fhould furely ae-
«complith his defire; whercfore he changed his white
rocket into a coat of fteel, and begirt unto him a (word ;
‘and being thus accoutred, he rode after herwith all expe-
dition. After a few hours riding he came to a foreft ;
and cafting his eye afide, he {pied the Lady, with her
fervant Blandiman, ﬁ!ling by the fountain, lameming her
wilerable foitune. Now, though this falle Prieft knew
: her
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het to be 'the - Emprefls,-yet, by bis dilguile, fhe did not
itnagine him to'be the Arch-Priefl, till coming nearer 10
her, fhe was @track with fear, and fpoke to her fervant
thus : * ¢ Alasd”  quoth (he, “ I fulpe& :his to be the
Arch-Prieft coming towards us; I am exceedingly fearful,
left he come to do me further viliainy.” = ¢ Lady,” faid
Blandiman, “ banifh fear ; for if he come to do you fur-
ther harm, 1 will encounier him as long as life lafieth.”
By this time the Arch-Prieflt was readv to alight off his
horfe to falute the' Lady with ‘a courteous hehaviour; and
began ‘to fay unvo her after thissmanner '

- % Dear Lady, and late honoured Emprefs; fince thy cale
is to fuffer banifhment by (entence of the Emparor, know
this, that if thou wilt give me thy love, I will bring it to
pafs, that the Emperor “fhall 1ecal thee from banifhment,
and make thy greatnels thine more bright than ever.,” And
in fpeaking thele words, he bended to the Lady, thinking
to have kiffed her; but Blandiman fuddenly ftarted be-
tween them, and gave the Arch-Prieft fuch a ftroke, that
felled him to the earth,  The Prieft, recovering himlelf,
took to his {word, which Blandiman perceiving, there be-
gan a fore and dangerous fight between them ; till a Mera
ehant coming by that way, cried out with a loud voice,
¢ Lords, ieave off,’and (hew the eaule of your variance,
and [ will endeavour to end this controverfly.”'—¢ Sir,?
quoth'Blandiman, * let us firlt try our vight by our weas
pons, and atterwards we will be ruled by words,”  But the
poor Lady began 1o tell the Merchant as followeth : ¢ Alas !
Siry,” quoth fhe, «¢ if you ever pitied woman, pity my
cafe 3 ter this man, whom you fee armed, 15 the falfe and
traiiorous Arch-Prcft, that hath made the feparation bes
tween me and the Emperor, my Loid and Huiband, and
hath followed to rob me of my honour, and force me to
his wicked delires.”—The Merchant pitying her mifery,
began thus unto the Arch-Prieft: ¢ Leave off, and dare
not fo much asto touch thisinnocent Lady ; forif the Em-
peror did but under(tand this villainy, he would end thy
life in infamy, as theu well defervelt.,” The Merchant
ftaid a little time, and comforted the Lady, faying: *¢ Alas!
fair Lady, [ fee that this Arch-Prielt hath falfely brought
you in hatred with the Empetor; but I'will reveal all
thele treacheries 1o the Emperor, and bring the trattor to a
- : - thameful
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fhameful death!” So took his leave. Blandiman again
fet the Lady upcn her horfe, and himfelf on his; fo riding
together they came to an inn, where they {taid cight days,
during’ which tme Blandiman was recovered of his
wounds. They then fet forward towards France ;'_‘lhc
Lady ftill complaining in this manner; * Alas! Blandi-
man ; what will my brother and the Peers of France think,
when they fhall underftand that 1 am expelled Greece for
fuch a difhonourable deed ? Alas! I am perfuaded that
the King my broiher will believe that I am guilty,
and dcliver me over to a fhameful death.”—* Lady,”
quoth be, *¢ be not difcouraged, but truft in the gods.”—
" In fuch difcourfcs -they pafled on to France; and pafling
by Orleans, they took then way towardsParis, where King
Pepin refided. So entering a foreft near Orleans, Belli-
fant, being with child, and the time of her delivery being
come, caufed her to forfake her horfe,and complain to her
fervant: “ Alas!” quoth fhe, ¢ help! help! I fay, to
lay me down f{ofily under yonder tree; and then make
bafte, and fend me theaid of women, for I can go no far-
ther, my pains fo much increale upon me.” Blandiman |
did as fhe commanded; and {o taking his horfe, he rode
{wifily 1o feek fome women to help his diftreffed Lady.
He being gone, the Lady was left comforilefs, all alone,
without fuccour of any creature ; and at laft fhe was deli-
vered of two fops in this défolate foreft, Thele weie ne
fooner come in the world, than, as the mother was lying
upon the earth, under the tree, and her iwo children by
her, fuddenly came a huge bear, and taking up one of the
infants in her mouth, with great pace bhaftened into the
thickeft part of the foreft. This ftrange and umlooked-
for accident frightened the difireffed Lady to thefoul, fo
that the cried out moft lamentably ; fo getting on her-hands
and feet, followed the bear ; which quickly got out of her

fight,
glt happened the fame day, that her brother, King
Pepin, accompanied by divers great Lords and Barons,
had taken his journey from Paris towards Conftantinople,
to vifit his fifter Bellifant ; and pafling through Orleans, be
entered the fame forelt in which his fifter was juit deli-
vered of two children. Now, as the King pafled through
this foreft, he efpied (under a tree, which the Emprels left
1o
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to follow the bear) the other fon of Bellifant; and here-
upon, ' he faid to his attendants : # My Lords, lee, I have
here found a child !”—¢ Royal Sir,” anfwered they, * you
fay truth,”’—¢ Well,” f{aid the King, ¢ it fhall be brought
up at my charge, and ufed as if it were my awn.” And
therewith, calling. one of his ’Squires, he iaid; ¢ Here,
take this infant, carry it to Orleans, fee it baptized ; pro-
vide a good nurle for it, and let it want nothing;” the
King little fufpeting the’ child was his nephew. The
’Squire did as the King-had commanded him, and gave the
chiid his own nane, Valenuin:, The King proceeding on
his journey towards Conftantinople, met with Blandiman,
accompanied by a woman that ke had got to allift his
Lady in ber child-birth. Blandiman, efpying the King,
haftily alighted from his horfe. The King perceiving
him to be Blandiman, faid; “ What news from Conftan-
tinople ? and how doth onr fifter Bellifant ?’—Blandiman
anfwered : ¢ Moft gracious Sovereign, I bring you but
little tidings, yet thofe I do bring are {harp and bister; for
by treafon and falfe fuggeition of the curfed Arch-Prieft of
Conftantinople, your fifter is banifhed the Emperor’s court
and dominions; and; but for the great mercy of the Em-
peror’s Barons, fhe had been publicly put to death, in the
fight of all the people.”  King Pepin having heard Blandi-
man’s lamentable rclation, was exceedingly angry, and
broke out into bitter {peeches again{l her in this manner:
¢ Now, by the gods,” quuth he, ¢ I hold the Emperor
no upright judge, in fparing the life of my fifter; for, I
fwear, that if [ had her now in my pofleflior; I would not
reft, till by death I had made an example of her.” And
therewithal he commanded all his train to return back to
Paris.” When Blandiman pzrceived the anger of the King,
he durlt relate no farther of the Lady Bellifant ; but took -
: Ris way towards the tree where he lately left her. There,
owever, he could neither fee. nor hear any thing of her;
at-laft, he efpied -her lying flat upon the earth, almolt
{peechlefs for grief that fhe had lofl her child, which the
bear had taken away. Blandiman, overjoyed ta find his
loft miftrefs, kindly fet her upon her feet, faying; ¢ Alas!
dear Lady, how happened you to ftray fo far from the

place I left youin2” » ’
The Lady, looking with a ghaitly countenance, rcglied
thus
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thus: ¢ Ah, Blandimzn! my diftreffes increafe upon me;
for you was no fooner gune to get me fome help'of wo-
man-kind, than I was delivered of two babes, when a ra-
venous bear from the foreft affailed me, and took one of
them away. I, making what fhift I was able, followed
the beast, thinking 10 have recovered my lofs ; but all in
vain, 1 could not ovestakc the bear, nor, for want of
strength, get back 'zgain to the tree w here 1 left my other
infant,” ¢ Your otherinfant 1” quoth Blandiman; ¢ why,
{ came from the tree, and no infant is there.,” ¢ How "
returned the Lady, ¢ no.child under the tree!” With
thefe words fhe funk in a fwoon. At las, coming a liitle
10 herlelf, Blandiman: led her towards the tree, where,
when fhe faw the other child was gone, who can expiefs
the griet fhe endured! ¢ Alas!” quoth fke, * can there
be in the world a wreich more encompafled with griefl and
forrow ?  Oh! Emperor, by evil counfel haft thou plunged
‘me into this distrefs; but I call the gods 10 witnefs, that I
was nevet faulty to theein any point.” Blandiman ard
the woman brought ber to a neighbouing village, where
they lodged’ and nounifhed the Emprels, till {he had reco-
vered her firength.==Then 'Blandiman f{aid unto his Lady:
¢ Most honoured Lady, 1t was my chance (in feeking you
in the wood ) 10 meet with your brother, King Pepin, who
demanded of me what tidings P~ Bat ‘his brows were bent,
and fuli of anger against you 3 wherefore my advice is,
that you make not towards him: for as{éon as he heard
that the Emperor hzd exiled you, he gave ctedit ‘that your’s
‘was the fault, and lays all the blame on you,” * Qh!”
-quoth the Lady, < what 1 most feared is come to pafs,
‘and I 'am befet with aaverfitieson every fide i Well, my
comfort is, the Emperor hath exiled me  unjuftly. But
what fhall [ do? 1 will never return:to Paris, but take my
way to fome remote land ; for itis better to fly and fave
my life,;than to fall into the Hands:of ah argry brother,”—
Blandiman anfwerning : ¢ Lady, leave off-your tears, ard
be affured of my conflant- hdelity ; here, I offer myle!f
life and all, to ‘be at your fervice, ga whither yon pleafe.”
¢ Why then,” repncd the. Lady, *¢ let us refolve upon
fome strange adventure ;”’ and therewithal they pufied forth,
to expofe themlelves to future dangers.

CHAR
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CHARIITY,

OW the bear that had carried away oone of the chil-
dren, offered it no viclence, but bore it unto her cave,
wh:ch was dark and obicure, 10 be devoured by four young
ones fhe had there. Buc mark what happened. The young
bears did it no harm, but with their rough paws, firoked it
foltly ; and the old bear perceiving they did not devour i1,
fhewed a bearfh kind of fayour towards it, infomuch that
fhe gave it fuck among her yourg ones, for the fpace of a
ear. The child, from the nourifhment it received, hecame
rough all over hke a bealt; and as be grew in.ftrength, be.
gan to range up and down the woods, and when he met
with other bealts would imite them, fo that they began to
fhun the place wherein e came. This bealt-like life he
palled fifteen years, growing to {uch ftrength that fcarce any
man or bealt dare ftir abroad, left he fhould put them 10
death., He was called Orion ; becaufe a bear had been his
rurfe, and allo becaule he was grown rough like a bear.
The renown of this Wild Man {pread fo over all France,
that the peaple of the country round about hunted him ; bat
he pafled through them all, foapping them in pieces. All the
time he abode in the forc& he neither wore garment, nor
had any kind of {pecch,

- Now we mult return to the Lady Bellifant, and her fer-
vant Blandiman, who were travelling through divers coun-
tries, In the mldﬂ of her forrows, paffing on their weary
journey, fometimes by [ea fometimes by land, at length they
came 1o a part in Portugal, where flood an impregnable
caflle, kept by a Giant, called Ferragus. Every fhip that
pafled by fhis port was to pay tribute to this Glan', which
be himlelf went to receive, Accordingly comingintothe
fhip wherein Lady Belhifant and her fervant were, he elpud
Beibfant, whom he kinoly led into the caltle to his vu'r,
who was a beautiful lady. Blandiman alfo followed his lady,
though in great dread ot the Giant; but he did not offer any
violence, - During her ahode 1n the caille; Bellifamn often
fhed tears, when fhethought of the lofs of her two childrens
which the lady of the cartle perceiving, comforted her, and
took great delight in her company.

B FRa e ol
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CHAP. V. ,
THE Emperor having fhamefully expelled Bellifant his

wife, often repented, and would have recalled her,
but for the counfel of the Arch-Prieft. At lalt, having got
all into his hands, be bégan to enhance the cuftoms and
taxes of the city of Conftantinople, which firuck to the very
hearts of the inhabitants. It happened, that, accoiding to
yearly cuftom, there was held a greatmart in the city, whereto
reforted many merchants, The Emperor gave the charge
thereof 1o this Arch-Prieft. Now it chanced, that among the
relt of thofe that fold wares was the Merchant, of whom
you have heard before. The Arch-Prieit feeing the Mer-
chant, prefently knew bin 5 but took no notice of him, leit
all his villainy fhould come tolight. The Merchant was fur-
nifhed with very coftly wares, as cloth of gold, filver, filk,
&c. and took more money thau any five merchanis belide.
"The fair being ended, the Arch-Prieft fent his ofhicers to 1e-
ceive his duties, One came unto the Merchant, and {aid—
< Sir, you mult pay ten-pence for every pound that you
have taken; for f{o it is ordered.” The Merchant, being
angry, faid: ¢ Curfed be that difloyai Arch-Prieft ; for he
is the caufe of thele new-raifed exaftions! It bad been bet-
ter if he had long fince had his defert, and with {fhame and
infamy ended his days.” At which words the Officer took
bhis ftaff and fmote the Merchant on the head, fo that the
blood gufhed out. The Merchant, feeing the blood run
about his ears, drew his fword, and ftruck the Othcer, that ’
he laid him at his feet for dead,” Upon this there arofe a great
outery throughout the fair, fo that the reft of the officers
{eized the Merchant, 2nd brought him befcre the Arch-Prieft;
who, determining to put him to death, fent him to the Em-
peror.; but in fecking the lifeof the Merchant, he purchaled
his own death. The Merchant was brought to the Emperor’s
alace, where he in perfon fat as judge. Hereupon the Mer-
chant fell on his knees before the Emperor, faying, ¢ Moft
excellent Prince! deign to give me an audience before thele
your Nobles, and I fhall unfold a matter that touches your
perfon in the highelt degree.” ¢ Say on,” fays the Emperor.
»¢ Then, mighty Emperor, I would advife you to make falt. -
the gates round about your palace, that none depart.” This

beiug done, the Merchant proceeded with a Joud voice, thus:
 Elear,
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« Hear, all ye valiant Lords, Barons, and Knights—This
curfed Arch-Prieft, whom you kave brought to great honour,
hath deceived your truft, O, mighty Emperor! for it is he
that bath wrought all the difcord betwixt you and your vir-
tucus lady, whom you have banifhed. For he fecretly made
love to the Emprefs; out fhe denying him, itdrove him into
a thouland fears, left his difloyal a& fhould come to light;
and thus he devifed to falfity her fidelity to your bed ; of all
which his accufations, I fay here, before you, that he lieth;
and 1 will unfold the truth. After the banithment of the
Emprefs, as I travelled through a wood, I efpied this treach-
erous Prieft, transformed out of the habit of his prielthood
into that of a knight. Drawing nearer, I beheld him in fight
with 2 man unarmed, which 1 found to be Blandiman, fer-
vant (o' the banifhed lady, who conduéted her in her exile. 1
called to them to give over their fight ; but they little regarded
what [ faid. Then [ perceived the Lady piteoully weeping;
who, at laft, faid unto me thus: ¢ Gentle Merchant, this
treacherous Arch-Prieft feeketh by force to rob me of mine
honour, after having caufed my banifhmeant from the Empe-
ror’s bed and couniry.”  With that [ put fpurs to my horle,
and rode to feparate them; which the Arch-Prieft perceiv-
ing, fuddenly fled into the wood, being fully affured [ had
knowledge who he was,” :

The Emperor having heard this tale, fell into tears; and
turning to the Arch-Prieft faid : « Ah, thou falfe fervaot}
‘have | ever ftudied to exaly thee to high dignities, and haft
thou requited me with difloyalty and treafons ?”” The Arch-
Piieft perceiving the Emperor exafperated, entreated his
Highnefs not to credif the flanderous tale of the Metchant ;
¢ for he belieth me, and I am!not guilty.” ¢ Thou lieft,” faid
the Merchant; * thou canft not excufe thyfelf in what I
have charged thee; and if thou ftill deny it, I challenge thee
by fingle combat to maintain the truth,” The Emperor, (ee-
‘ing the Merchant refolute, faid: “ Arch-Prieft, it is time
thou either acquit thyfelf, or yield thyfelf guilty.,” The
Arch-Prieft replied: ¢ Mighty Emperor! 1 mult let you
underftand that, to anfwer the Merchant’s challenge is con-
trary to my place and calling; for I am a facred Prelate of
the Church, and therefore may refufe to fight.,” ¢ Nay™
{aid the Emperor, * no excufle : you muft either fight or yield
yourfelf a uaitor.” Sothe Emperor commauded them both

: B 2 ; to

<
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to fafe keeping, ull he had fent letiers to acquaint King
Pepin of Fiance herewith,

'The day of combat being appointed, and King Pepin be-
ing come to Rome to aid the Pope agasinst the Infidels, the
Emperor difpatched Ambafladois to bring King Pepin 10
Constantinople, to be an eye-witnels of this combar, which
was to prove the Arch-Priest a traitor, in that he had, by
his falie accufation, banifhed his Emprels. When they met,
the Emperor, overcome with forrow and tears, could not
utter 2 word. On the other fide, Pepin, doubtful whether
his fister was innocent or guilty, faid : **Since my fister hath
proved fuch a one, {he is not woithy of one tear fiom an eye
of your Majesty ” ¢ Nay” faid the Emperor, ¢ [ [peak not
evil against your fister ; for fhe is compofed of all virtue and
honesty, and that, against all equity, | have banifhed her out
of my ccuntry.,” * Think you fo?” quoth KingYep'n,
% then you are worthy of dcuble (hame, and fhew unte the
world your weaknefs, when, by report of one man, you with
fuch rigour proceeded against an ionocent Lady, and (hke a
harlot) threw her into banifhment, fhame, and 4ifhonour,
being of the blood-royal of France.” The Emperor, hearing
the King fo bitter againft him, fard unto him: 4¢ Alas! my
Lord; do not fo upbraid me ; for I have fent for you, that
you may be witnels of the event.” .

CHAP. VL

HE day for the combat between the Arch-Prielt and

the Merchant being arrived, the Arch-Prieft, in ar-

mour emboffed with gold and pearls, came into the held,
aud 1o k the place appointed him at the end of the hilt. The
Emperor, beholding the pornpous {hew that the Aich-Preit
made, called the Merchant, caufed him to kneel down, and
dutbed bhim Knight; then commanded that a molt rich ar-
mour fhould be put upon him, and promiled, if he overcame
the Arch-Prieft, to advance him to high authority. Thefe
two adverfarics mounted their horles, when the Emperor
gave charge to his officers of arms to have a fpecial eye
upon the Arch-Prieft, for fear he fhould flip away. Tae
Meichant entered the lilt, followed by a-concourfe of peo-
ple. - Then came the Arch-Prieft, accompanied by Nobles
and Knights, The combatants being ready to charge, King
Pepin called unto the Merchant, faying, * My friend, ‘20
g() 2
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ods give thee victory againft this traitor ! I vow before this
- affembly (fo I find out the innocence of my fifter Bellifant),
that I will take thee into France, and make thee companion
with the beft of my kingdom.”” The Merchant, with many
thanks, faid: * Dread King, I doubt not to make the Prieft
confefs that he hath treacheroufly fought the deftruétion of
your fifter.” Then came a IHerald, adminiftering to them
an oath ; and fo, clearing the lifts, left the champions to
their fortune. Now they put fpurs to their horles, and ran
with fuch fury together, that their fpears were broken to
their hands; then charged each other with their {words,
with fuch violence, that they rebounded from their armour,
cutting off whole quarters of their corflets. The Arche
Prieft, finding himieif fo fiffly matched, gave over the ﬁghl'
ull towards the evening. However, at the next rencoanter,
the Merchant fo redoubled his ftrokes, that he {mote off one
of his ears; but, with the violence of the blow, the Mer-
chant’s fword fell from his hand; which the Arch Briclt
feeing, put fpurs to his horfe, and charged him with fuch
force, that he unhorfed the Metchant, and in his fall his
foot hung in the ftirrup, whereby be was in great danger,
the horfe hurrying him along the field, But at lalt the Mers-
chant’s horfe fell down, by which he freed his Jeg from the
ftirrup, and got upon his feet; he made a frefh affault upon
the Arch-Prieli, againfi whom {triking with great violence,
he let his {word fall out of his hand; bhut firflt fo wounded
him that the blood. ran through his armour. This fo en-.
raged the Prielt, that he turned his horfe upon the Merchant, -
thinking to over-run him; but the Merchant drew a long
knife, and plunged it into the belly of the horle, which
brought the horfe and rider to the ground. The Priclt being
thus unhorfed, the Merchant pulléd off his helmet, in order
to fmite off bis head. The Arch-Prieft, finding himfelf in
fuch danger, faid :  Give me leave to confefs, for I yield
myleif vanquifbed.” The Merchant granied him his requeit,
But the Prje& had no fooner got on his feet, than, clalping
the Merchant in his arms, he threw him on the ground, fay-
ing—* I nowhavethe advantage, and thou fhalt:ot cleape, if
thou refufeft what I fhall command thee,” ¢¢ Ah !’ replied
the Merchant, ¢ baft thou thus betrayed me ?—Well, what
is it thou commandeft P—[o thou fave my life, I will do Fiky
 Then” {aid the Arch.Prieft. < go with me before the Em-
B 3 3 T perog
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reror and King Pepin, and there, in'the hearing of all men,
teftify that thou haft falfely accufed me, and 1 will then
{pare thy life.” The Merchant, thinking it beft to diffem-
ble, thus anfwered : ¢ Sir, your arguments are good; and
there I will clear you from thofe accufations I have exhi-
bited againft you.” The Merchant had no fooner got on
his feet, than, feizing the Arch-Prieft, he in turn threw him
down,

The Arch-Priet, finding himfelf beaten at his own wea-
pons, began again to entreat; but the Merchant prefently
put out his eyes, to prevent his doing him any further barm.,
Then the Mcrchant,callpd the Marfhals of the field, and
faid : ¢ My request is, that you condu& Alexander, Fmpe-
vor of Constantinople, and King Pepin of France, to this
place, that they may be ear.witneflfes of the Arch-Priest’s
confefhion.”

The Marfhals did according tothe request of the Merchant;
and ‘ne Emperor, King Pepin, and all the Nobles, zame to
the place where the Arch-Priesi lay vanquifhed, ‘Then the
Emperor demanded the truth, which the Arch-Prieft con-
fefled, declaring the whole of his villainies, and how the
Emprefs had been wrongfully banithed. Then the Empe-
ror and King Pepin ordered the traitor to be put into a caul-
dron of boiling oil, and fo finifhed his days., The Empe-
ror came before King Pepin, crying, ¢« Alas! dear brother,
I amforrowful in that I have afted fo rafhly against your
fister; I crave pardon for my fault, and give mylelf into
‘your hands.” King Pepin, perceiving the Emperor fo hum-
ble, kindly forgave him ; and before they parted, there was
a general peace concluded,and theyagreed to fend to all parts
ef the world to leek the distrefled Lady Bellifant, . King
Pepin, having taken his leave, after a long journey arrived
at Orleans; when the *Squire that had the charge of Valen-
tine, prefented him to the King, faying, ¢ Dread Sovereign!
here I prefent you the poor orphan that your Majesty found
in the forest of Orleans, and which you commanded me to
fee brotight up: he is now growing to man’s estate.” The
King called this orphan (named Valentine) to him, and put
divers questions to him,-all which he anlwered with great
modesty and wifdom ; whereat the King was highly pleafed,
¢ Moreover,” faid his Majesty, * it is my will that the or-
phan Valentine be kept with my daoaghter Eglantine, who
g | : is



YALENTINE AND OPRSON. 21

is fair, wife, and endowed with all the gifis of nature.—
This command was accordingly accomplifhed, infomuch
that if one was but a litile abfent from the other, there was
a lamentation till they came together again : but efpecially
on the part of the King’s daughter,

Now Valentine was ever praétifing in feats of armns; and
the King beholding his inclination, furnifhed him with ar-
mour, horfes, lauds, &c. On thisaccount there arofe within
the Court irany envious mutterings towards him, But he
bore it like a man, carrying himfell fo humble, that he
gained the love of all.  Valentine thus growing up in the’
eftcem of the Court, it {o chanced that therc came into
Orleans Ambaffadors from the Pope, demanding aid againft
the Saracens, who had lately taken the city of Rome.—
Kirg Pepin prepared to make refiftance againft this com-
mon enemy ; and appointed young Valentine a chief Com-
mander. Fair Eglantine hearing this. fent a meflenger unto
him to come and (peak with her.  And when he came fhe
faid unto him, ¢ Alas! Valentine, 1 underftand you are
going to war, Gentle love, leave me not.—1 [wear by the
gods that thou art the only man 1 would join myfelf unto in
marriage.” The young man faid, % Madam, you know I
am not a perfon fitting your eftate : make your choice elfe-
where, and join royal blood unto your’s; and fb with all
duty I take my leave.”

The King and his retinue, taking their way from O:leans
towards Rome, came to a mighty foreft, where his Majefty
calling his Lords and Barons together faid, ¢ My Loids, it
is not unknown ta yoa, that in thefe woods (as report goe:)
there liveth a Wild Man, much feared of bv paflengers,
which I long to behold. The Lords confented to (eek him,
and cvery way they begirt the wood, fome in one part,
fome in another. The King ventured (o far inte it, that he
came before a cave, dark and obfcure, wherein the Wild
Man ufed to hide himfelf, Orfon rufhed out upon himy
caught him in his nails (which were long and ¢rooked) and
caft him on the ground. The King cried out for help,
whereat a valiant Knight at arms, perceiving the King to be
almofl firangled, fuddenly drew his fword to run ithe Wild
Man through; when Orfon, feeing the ghitering it made,
left the King and ran furioufly upon the Knighi, took him
in his arms, and overthrew him, borfe-and all. The horle,

fore
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fore affrighted, in a mad fit ran up and down the forelt ; but
as for the rider (though a Knight at arms) Orfon held him

falt with his twangs and talons, and at ialt-pulled him in

~pieces.  In the mean time the King efcaped, and meeling:
his company, related to them the great danger be had been

in, and the death of the Knight : at which they joined them-
felves together, and marched towards the cave, in order (0

take Orfon alive, or put him to death in the cave. Being

come thither, they found she Knight dead, and torn in

pieces; but Orfon they could not find. ~ So the King pere
ceiving their labour loft, {et forward towards Rome.

CHAP VIL

ING PEPIN" being come to Rome, befieged it, and
‘after fomedays, called his Barons, and {poke in this
manner: you well know that the heathenifh Admiral of
the Saracens hath put many. Chriftians to the fword ; it is
our duty to 1y the fortune of a battle with thefe Pagans..
Wherefore 1 would find outa man to bear unto the Admi-
fal a letter of defiance in my name.”  King Pepin baving
finifhed his fpecch, there was none amongll them made any
anfwer. At length Valentine ftepped before the King, and,
faid, “ Be plealed todgive me leave, 1 will undertake the
mefTage, and will not fear the Admiral,” »

The King was plcafed, and called his Secretary, and ors
dered him to draw a letter of defiance, and deliver the fame
to Valentine, which he accordingly did 5 and then he took.
his way towards the Admiral. ~ So coming into his. pre-
fenee, he faid : « The gods preferve the noble King Pepin
my lord and fovereign ; and.Mahemet, whom thou {ervelt
{ave and defend thee, renowned Admiral!” = When Va-

lentine had thus fpoken, the Admiral replied : ¢ Meflenger,
return ; anc hid King Pepin either to renounce his fawh,
and believe on Mahomet, or Jook for no other than death
10 himfelf and followers.”  Valentine faid, * High and
mighty Emperor, do not imagine that by pride l.am come
before you: 1 was accufed to King Pepin for a coward,
fince I came to this war: for which the King vowed o
to fmite off'my head. Perceiving myfelf in danger, 1 gave
it out that I would come to your court, and challenge you
1o break three fpears with me in fingle combat,” The Ad-

mirab hearing this tale of Valentine, faid unto him, ¢ Son,
1 fwear
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I fwear by Mahomet, that thou fhalt not be refufed; and
that thofe Frenchmen that he in fiege before the city may
have a fight thereof, I will oider the place of juting to be
without the walls,” Valentine humbly thanked him, and
requelted that, fearing he (hould be flain in the jults, he
might have a confeffor 1o give him ablolution for his lins.
Then the Admiral commanded that a Prieft fhou!ld be
brought him. ~ The Prielt being come, Valentine geuing
him afide, faid thus into bim: ¢ Sir, you are a Chriilian
Prieft, and ought to defend the Chriltian fauh,  This day
I am to jult with the hecathenifh Admiral, the greatelt
encmy of Chriftian people. Now [ am well allured that a
great number of the Saracens will 1lTue out of the city to be
witnefles thereof ; thereiore you fhall give warning ta all
Chriftians 100 keep within the walls, and arm themlelves:
{o when the Pagans are gone forth 10 beho!d the jults, the
Chriflians fuddenly fhall furprife the guards that keep the
gates, and fend a mefluge 1o King Pepin of what 1s done,
that he with his army may attack thofe that aie without,
while thofe within are fet upon by the armed Chniftians;
fo that in the end we may make a flaughter of them, and
the Chriflians receive both their city in peace, and their
former liberty.” The Confeffor having played his part,
according to Valentine’s inftruétions, the Gbrtans within
the city prefently made themfelves maftersiof (ke gates; and
King Pepin prepared to rejieve Valentime, if neceflity 1e-
quired, The firit courfe proved fo fierce, that the combat-
auts {hivered both their fpears in [plinters, A (econd courle
was made out, in which Valentine proved vittorsous; for
with his {pear he gave the Admiral fuch-a blow, 1tha he fell
from his horfe dead, whereuponthe Pagans ran at Valentine
withinteat to kill him ; but Valentine put fpuiste his horle,
and violently rufhed through the thickelt of them; flaying
many of them as he palled.  King Pepin coming up, was fo
befet by the Pagans, that he was fmote off his horfe; which
Valentine oblerving, flew to him and horled him again.—=
The battie now grew {o hot, that the Pagans were forced to
retire to the city ; but the Chriftians within iffued on them,
and placed the ftandards of King Pepin on the walls; which
the Pagans dilcovering,took to flight ; and thus the city was
again teftored to the Chriftians, -

CHAP,
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A CHA P.. VHI.
K ING PEPIN, having expelled the Pagans out of Rome,

returned to Orleans, where he was joyfully welcomed
by his Queen, and her fair daughter Eglantine : which laft,
upon feeing Valentine thus accofted him :—¢ Valentine,
fame lays you are the champion that drove the Pagans out of
Rome,” - Valentine repled :=—* Madam I have done lirtle
deferving praife.”  As he fpoke thefe words, Haufray and
Henry (two men of envy) entering the chamber of figlan-
tine, faid :—* What do you in the chamber of our fifler ?
It is o place for fuch ftragglers as you are.” Valentine
anfwered, “ Wrong me not ; for I entered not the chamber
of your fiftei to her dithonour,  What, though [ be poor,
and know not my parentage, yet I am not fo bale as to offer
violence unto any lady, much lefs the blood of kings.” And
therewithal he departed. The fame day Valentine waited

-upon the Kiog at dinner, which being finithed, the King in
‘the hearing of Haufray and Henry, and all his Nobles, be-
‘gan thus :—¢ My lords, here is Valentine, that faved my

hife when 1 was in danger, therefore for his good fervice

‘towards me, | freely give him the Earldom of Clerimont of
‘Avergne,” Valentine returned many thanks,

But here let us leave them a little to fpeak of Orfon, of

‘whom complaints came unto the King from every fide;
-amongft the reft was that of a poor man, who faid unto the
-King :—# Sire, I am come before you to make complaint

’

againit 2 wild man in the woods.  One day, as I and my

“wife paffed through the foreft, carrying bread and other vic-

tuals, the Wild Man came upon us, took it away, and eat
every bit ; and more than that he violently abufed my wife.”

- The King was dispofed to make himfeif merry with the poor

man, ¢ My treafurer (faid he) fhall fee reftitution made for

‘the lofs of thy victuals ; but as foi thy wife, thou muft bear

the burthen thyfeif.”” After this his Majeity cavled a pro-

“clamation, declaring, that whosoever could take this Wild

Man, alive or dead, thould have a thoufand maiks for his re-
ward. % Royal fir,” {aid Haufray, % here is Valentine
whom you have advanced to high dignities, he is fitteft to

“be employed to fetch in this Wild Man; and if he can van-

quifh him, ther: let him have Eglantine in marriage.” -~ The
King hearing thefe words of his fon, faid, ¢ Away ! forthy
{pceca
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{peech favoureth of nothing but envy. I am wiiling that
he go 1o my daughter whienever he pleafe.”

Haufray was diipleafed at this apology for Valentine ; but
Valentine, well obferving him, broke forth in thele words :
—¢ Haufray, without any caule you bave {poken ill of me7;
and your will 15, that I fhould undestake the conquett of the
Wiid Man, only that I mightend my days.— Well. heie be-
fore the King, [ take a folemn oath, that I will find out the
Wild Man, fight, and either bring him alive or dcad, or elfe
leave my carcafe as a witnefs in the field. But fbould I.
conquer and live, 1 will leave this country till 1 have found
my lather; as alfo whether I was born 1in wedlock, and
how I came to be left an infzat in the wood.” The King
perceiving what danger Valentine had plunged himfelf into,

rew exceeding angry, and calling unto Valentine, faid :—
¢« My child, to fight the Wild Man is deflperation itlelf :
Therefore let not the evil words of a few malicious perfons
make you delperate.”  Valentine replied : ¢ Pardon me,
my liege. They call me found brat, which grieveth my very
joul, for indeed I know not what I am ; wherefore [ reit
determined, and to-morrow will fet forward on my enter-

rife.”” The lady Eglantine made great lamentation for
what had happened, and next morning fhe fent one of her -
maidens to Valentine, to bid him come and {peak to her be-
fore his departure ; but Valentine begged to be excufed for

‘not complying with hes requelt, and foon departed.

CHAP, A8

OW Valentine being zéme to the foreft, and putting on
his helmet, rode about all day feeking the Wild Man,

but in vain, Night drawing on, be tied his hotfe 1o a uiee,
and betook himfelf to the top of ‘it for the night. In the
morning he looked round, and elpied the Wild Man (Orfon) |
running too and fro about the foreft : at length he came to
the place where Valentine bad tied his horfe," which ne
began to claw and tear. - ‘The horfe flung and. kicked ex-
ceedingly, whilit Valentine noved the terrible -appearance
of the Wild Man, and began to be afraid. Otfon thll kept”
tearing the horfe; 2nd, notwithftanding his kicks and bites,
caugbt faft hold of him, in order to throw him down ; when,
Valentine cried,out aloud :—* Wild Man, leave my hoife,
and ftay tifl I come down, and with me . thou fha't have
b : fighting
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fighiing enough.”  The Wild Man, hearing a firange voice,
looked up to the tree, and efpying a man there, made figns
to pull him in pieces; upon which Valentine drew his
fword. and leaped upon the ground clofe by the Wiid Man.
When Orfon faw the fword, and that Valentine offered to
froite him therewith, he leaped back from the ftroke; but
fuddenly turned upon Valentine, and threw him to the
ground. Valentine felt the ftrength of the Wild Man f{o
great, that he had no hopes of elcaping. When he faw
that by ftrength there was no hopes to overcome him, be
~.grew out 2 {harp-peinted knife, and fmote Orfon in the fide,
fo that the blood iffued out abundantly. Orien, all enraged,
gave fuch a (huek, thatthe woods echoed again at the found
thereof; and fiercely affaulted Valentine with his tharp
nails. - Valentine, notwithftanding, made again upon Orlon
with his fword ; but Orfon, recoiling back, flepped upto a
tree haid by, which he pulled up.  Wiith this he gave Va-
lentire fuch a blow that he fell upon knee ; however Valen-
tine recovering, the fight continued delperate beiween thefe
two brethren. 1

Orfon was fo firong, that he cou'd have killed Valentine,
had it not been for his fword, Long time they fought, ul

.

- they
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they both grew faint.  Then - Valentine looked wiftfully
upon Orlon, and faid thas : ¢« Wild Man, wherefore doft
thou not yield unto me ? for here thou livelt like a beaft,
having no knowledge of human fociety : Come thy way
with me, and I will give thee food, and clothe thee in ap-
parel fitting human fhape.” "

Orlon, understanding he meant him gocd, fell upen
his knees, making figns unto Valentine 1o forgive him, and
he would fubmit unto his command. This was great joy to
Valentine, who then took Orfon by the hand, and fhewed
him by figns to go on before, till they were out of the wood;
for he would not trust him behind. Being out of the wood,
Valeatine took off ene of his girts, and bound bath his hands
fast to his body, that he fhould not attempt again to do him
hurt; and in this manner, mousted on horfeback, he led the
Wild Man like a beast,

Valentine took his way towards Oileans, there to rest
that night ; but the inhabitants, perceiving the Wild Man,
ran into their houfes, and fhut up their doors; upon which
Valentine called unto them, faying, ¢ Open your doors, and
fear not.” Yet they would not give him fuccour. Then
Valentine, letting loofe the Wild Man, made him figns 1o
run against a gate, which was an inn; which he did with
fuch violence that it fell off the hooks upon the ground,
Then Valentine entered the houfe, and the Wild Mzn with
him, But when the people faw the gate broken down, they
all ran out at the back-door, Then Valentine went to the
stable and put up his horfe; and Orfon went into the kit-
chen, where there were capons and other provifions roast-
ing. at the fire, Valentine made figns to Orfon, that he
fhould turn the fpit ; but as foon as Orfon understood the
meaning, he fet his talons upon the meat, and tore it from
ibe [pit, devouring it as greedily as a ravenous woll; and
elpying a cauldron of water standing by, he put his head
into it like a horfe, and drank cxtravagantly, Valen'ine
made {igns unto him 10 forfake the water, and he would give
him wine; and therewithal took a pot, and led him into
the cellar, When Valentine had drawn the pot full, he
gave 1t unto Orlon ; who, tasting the liquor, found it to be
very good, and drank all of ir, and threw the pot against
the ground, making a fign for more. Valentine fi'led the pot
again; when Otfon, efpying a litle bow!, put the wine into

C it,
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it, a0d carried it to Valentine’s horfe ; but Valenline made
figng, that bis hoile drank nothing but water, Then Valen-
tine hastened to {upper. making Orfon bear bim company 3
but Orfon drank fo freely of the wine that he became drunk,
and fell afleep by the fire, Valentine feeing what bad hap-
pened, punched him with his foot, that it awoke him; and
on Valentine’s making figns to him that there were people
about the houfe, Orlon fuddenly arofe, and catching up a
areat log that Jay in the chimoey, ran fo furioufly against
the gate of the houfe, that it fhook again. = At this Valen-
tine fell into great laughter, and made to Orfon a fign to
fear nothing ; for he would be bis watchman. But O:lon
would, not {leep again without the log in his arms.
. When morning was come, Valentine took to his horle,
leading Otfon, bound as befose, towards Orleang, and the
next day came to the citys The inhabitants, perceiving the
Wild Man, fhut their doors, and got into the highelt rooms
to gaze out of the windows. Valentine rode till he came
to the palace-gate of the King. But when the Porter faw
Qifon, be kept the gate fhut, till Valentine, with a loud
voice, {aid, ¢ Fear not; but go and tell tae King 1 will
fhield bim and his whole Court from the fury of the Wild
Man ; for I bave made him fo tame that lie will ot hurt
any one.”  Then he took Orfon by the hand, and led him
into the court. . When Bertha and fair Eglantine heard that
the Wild Man was come, they ran to their chambers for
fear.. Valentine went into the great hall, where the King
and his Nobles joyfully welcomed him home, King Pepin
gezed on the Wiid Man, and faid: ¢ He is of a proper
mould z2nd flature, and, though rough, yet, if he was
¢lothed, he would become the fhape of a worthy Knight.”
Then Valentine faid : « My Liege, it is requifite that he
be baptized.” The King faid, ¢ Let it be done.” Then
O fon was ordered into the ball, to fee how he would be-
have ; when, feeing the meat, he took as much as he could
grz(p in his kand, and devoured-it. Valentine made {igns
10 him, that he did not well, whereat Orfon feemed athamed;
but the King was much delighted in his rudenefs, Orlon
having got a pot of wine, diank it off, throwing the pot on
the ground. Night being come, Valeatine and Orfon were
condufled to a chamber and bed ; but as {von as Orfon en-
1ered, he laid him down on the ground, and fell aileep.
CHAP,
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p NLAD was Lady Eglantine that Valentine bad con-
: quered the Wild Man, and fent him word to bring
the Wild Man into her prefence. Then Valentine led Orfon
to Eglantine, where were {everal ladies to behold him.—
Orfon, in 2 merry humour, made divers figns unto the La-
dies: at 12l Valentine informed them that he would gladly
k(s fome of them; whereat they began to laugh, While
+he ladies were in the chamber of Eglantine, Haufray went
to Henry, and faid, ¢ Brother, the hanour of this foundling
encreafeth—we muft feek fome remedy forit?  Accord-
‘ingly they rufhed into the chamber of Eglantine, and Hau-
fray thus began with Valentine: Difloyal man, now fhait
thou know the confequence of thy villainy in difhonouring
the King by abufing our fifter.” With that Haufray called
‘Valentine a traitor, and fmote him on the face. Henry, on
‘the other fide, with a glave, thought to have (mitten him to
the earth ; when Orfon gave Haufray fuch a firoke with his
rough hand, that he felled him: and then running to Henry,
girded him fo between his arms that he would have deflroyed
him., Haufray and Henry then made great complaints-
againft Valentine and the Wild Man, faying, ¢ Father, this
-V alentine hath brought hither the Wild Man to work our
.overthrow; aud will fhortly do the fame againft your royal
perfon.” ' The King hearing this complaint, fent for Valen-
1iné, 1o demand the caufe of this diforder. Valentine being
come, faid % Dread (overeign, 1 was in the chamber of your -
“daughter Eglantine, accompanicd with divers ladies, that
'defired to fee Orfon: 1 know not why, your fons entered,
‘charging me that I had abufed your daughter; and Haufray
fmote me on the face, and Henry, lifuing up a glave, thought
to have taken away my life; which, when Orflon faw, he
“fmote them both to the earth. The King faid, ¢ Is that
true that you have faid ?” ¢ Upon my life”” faid Valentine,
¢ all that' I bave fpoken is true.” = Then faid the King—
¢ Orion hath’ done nothing but:that which he ought to
“have done.  As for you, Haufray and Henry, I fee that you
are full of malice againlt Valenune ; theretore, I charge you
from henceforth that you aitempt no ill againft him. Wit
this anf{wer Haufray and Henry departed, {orrowfully mor-
tified.

C 2 Valentine
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Valentine ftaid in the King’s Hall with the other Nobles
and Orlon went into the kitchen were the cooks were pre-
paiing fupper, and elpying two capons, eai them up raw,
tike a hungry dog. The Cook, fecing him eat up the
capons, took a peitle that lay by, and gave him fuch a blow
trat he made him bow therewith, Orfon, in rewurn, took
the Cook up between the legs, and threw him down upon
the ground, and had like to have beaten him to death .-~
Tidings being brought to the King that Orfon had flain the
Cook, he ordered Orlon to be brought before him, and fig-
nified unto him that he fhould be hanged ; but Otfon
fetched the peftle, and made figns how the Cook had bea-
ten him therewith; wherefore the King commanded that
none fhould offer Orfon any injury.

Not long after the coming of Valentine and Oifon into
the Court, Duke Savary fent unto King Pepin, to requelt
his aid againft a certain Pagan, calied the Green Knight,
who had befieged his confines, and intended to have his
daughter by force of arms.—The King promifed him affit-
ance. Now this Green Knight was brother to Ferragus,
the Giant, that kept in his Caftle Lady Bellifant, the mother
of Valentine and Orfon. Aceordingly both armies me ;
when the Green Kriight, with his battle-axe, flew two
valiant Knights; upon which Duke Savary came up to en-
counter him. But it was reported of the Green Knight,
that he fhould never be overcome by any but a king’s fon,
and one that had never fucked the brealls of any woman,
Thefe two valiant leaders fought long and fiercely ; but the
Duke was {urrounded, and being taken prifoner, was carried
befoie the Green Knight; whereupon the Green Knight
began to revile the Dake in this manner: “ Now that thou
art my vaffal, and I bave power over thy life, give me thy
daughter Fezon to wife, and [0 redeem thylelf; or be affured
1 wili have her againft thy will.” To this menace the Duke
thus anfwered : *“ Proud ard infolent Saracen, I will never
confent to thy having my daughter; except thou wilt be
baptized.” The Green Knight replied, ¢ I am bound to
Mazhomet ; but thy daughter’s beauty hath {o enthralled me,
that 1 will offer thefle conditions—That thou fhalt find out
a Knight within the fpace of fix months to encounter me ;
and if 1t happen that he can corquer me, I vow 1o give up
thy daughter; bul if I prove conqueror, then thou fhait

refign
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refign thy deughter to be my lawful wife.” To thele art-
cles the Duke agreed, and a truce was accordingly pro-
claimed. Duke Savary repaired lo Acquitain; and his,
Counfellors hearing what had palled, advifed him to dife
patch meflengers into 2ll lands, with this advertifement :—
s If thers be any Knight whatfoever that durft encounter
the Gieen Knight, for the love of the beautiful Fezon, he
fhould lay down his gage, and fo be anfwered.” And ac-
cordingly letters were [ent into twelve Chiriftian lands,

it A B X1,

URING the truce between Duke Savary and the
Green Knight, King Pepin went againfl his enemi¢s
at Lyons, attacked King Lampatris, who had a bundred
thoufand men, and forced him to retire into a very lirong
city in Monemarch.  King Pepin befieged and took it and,
then returned to Paris, Being informed of the truce which
Dake Savary had made with the Green Knight, the King .
{aid to his Barons, * Who is he amongl(t you that wouli.
win fair Fezon, by fighting in fingle combat with the Greghi
Knight; whom if he conquer, the Duke will not only give
him s daughter, but one halfof his pofleflions.” Now none
of the Knights durft undertake the enterprife; which Va,
lentine perceiving, faid unto the King, ¢ 1f it pleafe you, [
will venture my ftrength with the Green Knight,” ¢ Valen-
tine,” faid the King, *¢ 1 freely give thee leave, on condi=.
tion that after-thou haft tried thy manhood with the Green
Kuaight, thou return, if thou efeape wids life.” To this Va-
lentine confented, But when Eglgnﬁne heard that he was
going to Acquitain, fhe fent for bim, and burfling 1nto tears,
{aid, “Ah, Valentine! I percé€ive you are refolved to leave
France.” ¢ Lady,” faid. be, 4 L. beay upon one of my
fhoulders a crofs, which is of the colour of gold ; of which
fign 1 know not what to think ; but. refolve never to re(t
il 1 have found out the place of my nativity. And have-
ing thus fpoken he departed.

Valentine fet out on his journey.—Haufray and Heary.
conipired to bring bim and Orfon, who went with him, to
an untimely death; and that 2 trong parly.fhould lie 1o
ambuth to fet upon Vilentine and Orxfon on their way. The -
placg ppointed for this villainy was a foreft. Accordingly
when Valeatine and Orfon drew near, out ftepsthe Capta'mr
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of the ambufcade, named Grygar, accompanied by his troops
and aiming a furious blow at Valentine, uttered thefe words;-
“ Yield thyfelf, or reccive thy death,” Valentine, amazed
at being thus fuddenly encompafled, drew his fword, and
gave the firft that encountered him fuch a blow upon the
head, that he clave him to the teeth, Otfon pereeiving Va-
lentine thus to lay about him, rent, tore, and bit them with
his teeth, that they fell to the ground one upon another.—
Valentine, feeing himflelf thus fupported by Orfon, made
towards Grygar, but being too forward, he plunged himfelf
io far into the thiong that he was not able any longer io
wield his {word ;- and fo was taken, bound, and carried
away. Orfon, perceiving Valentine thus hurried from him,
ran after them, making a hideous noife, but he could not
overtake them. So they hurried Valentine to a caftle in the
midit of a foreft, kept by a coufin to Grygar., Here he
confined him in a dungeon, till he acquainted Haufray and
Henry with his proceedings. Now Orfon took his way
towards Paris, never refling till he arrived there: yet Gry-
gar had got there before him; but their cemfort was that
Orfon could not fpeak, thinking thereby to avoid being
fulpefted. So they agreed that Grygar fhould return to the
Caltle, and put Valentine to death, But their counfels were
nverthrown ; for Orfen came unto the King’s Palace juft as
the King and Nobles had tzken their feats for dinner ; when
muking a mournful noile, he ran along by the table, looking
very fiercely upon every man, and making many fearful
figns. At laft, elpying Grygar, he ran furioufly at him,
imote off one of his ears, put out one of his eyes, and broke
out one of his teeth, The King queftioning Orfon con-
cerming this behaviour, he informed bhim, by figns, how
Grygar had {lain Valentine in the foreft; adding that he
would be revenged for his death, and clofed his fift in great
rage, in token of dehiance.  King Pepin, perceiving by his
attions his meaning, faid, ¥ My Lords, you fee this Wild
Man hath challenged Giygar to fight him.—1I cannot but
marvel why he fhould fix upon Grygar above all the knights
here alfembled. 1 fufpe& fome hidden fecret, and would
bave it tried by combat. The Nobles agreed to the King’s
propofal. Then fzid Grygar, “ Mighty King, let me requcft
you to difmifs me from this combat ; for it is not man to
man, but a wild favage to encounter with 2 man.” @ Nay,”
faid
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faid the King, ¢ the reafon for granting it is, that the trea-
fon of which Orfon by figns has accufed thee, might come
to light.  You fhall enter the field well armed and well
mounted; but Orfon fhall be on foot, and fhall bear no
weapons.” When Orfon gathered from figns that he fhould
- fight Grygar, he was as glad as Grygar was {orry.

,, i R AR KLk

THE place of combat being appointed, Orfon attended
g inreadinefs. Grygar being entered the lifts, faw
Orfon, and began faying, « Villain, thou haft offered me
great wrong, in putting out one of my eyes; but 1 will
make thee acknowledge that thou haft falfely accufed me.”
Orfon fhewed him his nails, and gnathed his teeth ; whereat
Grygar fuddenly couched his fpear, and ran at him; but
Orfon giving back, Grygar was difappointed of his mark,
and ran his fpear faft in the ground. Orfon feeing his ad-
vantage, caught Grygar’s horfe falt by the neck, making
him fo furious that he overthrew his rider, Orfon now
encountered Grygar on foot and fmote off onc his arms,
and then gave him fuch a wound, that quite cut him to the
reins of his back. Grygar cried out moft piteoufly, and re-
quefted he might be carried before the King; to whom he
declared that the contrivers of the plot were Haufray and
Henry, his fons, at whofe inftigation he had confined Va-
lentine in prifon, and defigned to put him to death. The
King therefore commanded Grygar to be hanged on a tree,
He then made hafle to the prifon where Valentine lay,
Orfon running by his fide with many figas of joy.

King Pepin being arrived at the Caftle, went to the dun-
geon where Valentine was confined and brought him forth.
Valentine fell on his knees, and gave him many thanks for |
his deliverance, The Nobles alfo told him how O:fon had
fought with ihe traitor Grygar, and overcome him ; where-
at Valentine molt ardently embraced Orfony The King
then faid unto Valentine, ¢ Seeing thou art thus delivered
from thy enemies, I would advife thee to abide with me.”
But he replied, Dread Sovereign, pardor me, for I will
never return again till I have found out my parents; and io
I bumbly take my leave of your Majelty.

King Pepin then returned to Paris, and Valentine and
Orfon took their way to fight the GreenK nights  When
: they
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they drew near Acquitain, they mectan ancient man in the
habit of a pilgrim. ~ This man was Blandiman, ’Squire io
the Lady Bellifant, whom he had left in the Caftle of the
Giant Ferragus.  Valentine demanded who he was, and
whence he cames ¢ Sir.” faid the Pilgrim, * from Con-
flantinople 3 but I could not enter the ety by re2fon a Pagan
Soldan had beficged it. I take my way to Paris, for I have
a me(age for King Pepin, from a fifler of his named Belli-
fant, that long hath been banifhed from Conftantinople
wrongfully, and is now in the houle of a Giant that uleth
her honourably.” Valentine then invited him to return to
Acquaitain, teliing him that he was going fo fight the
Green Knight., But Blandiman replied, *¢ My lady hath
ut me.in truft of her affairs, and 1 will difchaige the duty
of a faithful fervant towards ber. The Pilgrim being gone,
Valentine locked long after him. At lalt arriving at the
Palace of Duke Savary, he faid,  Great Duke, know I am
come hither to combat with the Green Knight ; and alfo to
beho!d the beauteous Lady Fezon.” 'The Duke then faid
unto him, ¢ Knight, fince your coming hither was 1o com-
bat the Green Knight, go falute my daughter, and you fhall
receive from her a ring of gold.” .
- "Fhe Duke conducted Valentine and Oifon into the Hall
of the Palace, where fifteen other Knights were aflembled.
Vatentine beheld her ;.and advancing, he {aluted her thus :
¢#1Lady, the gods preferve you from the Green Knight, wha
isnotworthy to touch your lips.  Pepin, the mighty King of
France, hath {ent me hither (o prefent 1o you the molt puil-
fant mao on the earth jthat feareth no man, nor any weapon,
though he cannot fpeak : and whaom, 1 _am aflured the
Green Knight is not able to withftand.,” Sir,” faid the
Lady, ¢ 1am much obliged 10 the King of France, and allo
to you. ~But why is this worthy champion no betler
cloathed, for methinks he is well formed, and of a pleafant
countenance.” % Lady,” faid Valentine, *¢ e ncver wore
garment tillvery lately, when, 1 caufed this jacke! to be made,
moreover, when he firft came 1610 Paiis he was quile naked,
and his fleth fu bard, that he feared neither wind nor cold,”
While Valentine was fpeaking :hefe words, Fezon beleld
Oifon very wiltfully, tor fhe was in love with him. But
Valentine again thus fpake ; Lady, for myfell I muf fay
fomething alfo; know, then, that only for love of you ‘{mve
i ventured hither, to try my fortune with the Green Knight,
3 and
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and, either, as conqueror, deliver him into your hands, or
{uffer death, as many have done before me.” ¢ Why then,
fair Knight,” replied fhe, ¢ God be thy fpeed | and there-
withal drew forth two rings of geld, giving Valentine one,
Oifon the other. Then, with the other Knights, they were
welcomed with great feaitings ; during which Fezon {till
fixed her eyes on Orfon, as did Orfon his on her, with ex-
ceeding gracious afpects.

Now,in the midft of their fealtings, the Green Knight
came thundering at the gates, to have a fight of the lady Ie-
zon; for it had been a condition between the Duke and him,
thar every day he fhould behold Lady Fezon : and being en-
tered, he cried out with a loud voice, ¢ Valiant Duke of
Acquitain, have you any more champions to fight with me?’
The Duke anfwered, * Yes, I have within my palace fix-
teen valiant Knights that mean to try their fortune with
thee.,” ¢ Then,” {aid the Green Knight, ¢ let me fee them.”
and therewithal he entered the Hall, fternly beholding all
the Knights one alier another, At length he fpake to them
in this manner: ¢ Make the moft of your time, my Lords ;
eat, drink, and be merry ; for to-morrow 1t will fall to your
fhare to be hanged on the top of my tree, as many havedone
before you,”” At which haughty words Valentine grew ex-
ceceding angry, and faid, “ Proud Knight, thefe vaunte
might as well hav: lain fmothered in thy breaft ; for 1 tell
thee, to-day is come hither a Knight that will hold thee tack
more than any that ever yet encountered thee.” Now Or-
fon, underfianding that Valentine fpoke this of him, and
allo knowing it to be the Green Knight faluted him witha
fierce vifage, aud whetting his teeh, leaped from the table,
and taking the Green Knight by the middle, threw him up-
on his neck, as if he had been a little child, and afterwards
againit the wall with fuch violence, that he lay as dead;
then futing himfelf at the table, as before, and laughing he
made figns that he would bear upon his neck three fuch as
the Green Kuight, At this fudden action of Orfon, all the
Knights faid, ¢ Now is he come that fhall overthrow the
Green Knight,” The lady on the other hand, beholding Or-
fon's valour, was inftantly overcome with love of him,
After fome time the Green Knight recovering, began thus,
~—*¢ Lords, this Wild Man now came upon me unawares,
but to-morrow merning I will make him an example to all

: Knights,
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Krights, I will ordain a gibbet for him, higher and Qlronger
than for any ;that have yet been vanquifhed ; and thercoa
1 will hang nis beaftly corpfe for beaits'and birds to make
their prey. ' S 4
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RSON perceiving the Green Knight threatening him,
began.to chatter,and making figns that he would

fight him on the morrow, took off his hood and threw 1t on
the ground as his gage, which Valeniine {eeing, {fpoke thus
te the Green Knight : & Sir, the Wild Man challengeth
you, and in token thereof hath thrown his gage ; which, if
your {tomach ferve, I advile you to take up.” Dut the
Gieen Knight replied never a word, Duke Savary being
prefent, faid unto him, ¢ Sir Knight, I perceive the battle
will grow ftrong between the Wild Man and you” The
Green Knight fwore by Mahomet, that erethe mortow’s
fun was fet, he would try the utmoft of his ftrength, for he
fhould never return again from the field, but be hanged a
great deal higher than any of the reft ; and with thefe words
he lelt the Caftle, The firi who was to fight with the
Green Knight was a Knight of France, called Galeram, who
faid, ¥ Loxds, fo you be pleafed, [ am the man to make the
firlt trial.” To th's they agreed, and prefently he took
lcave of the lady. The Green Knight perceiving his ap-
proaeh, fet {purs to his horfe, and encountered Galeram fo
fiercely that he fmote him off his horfe ; then fuddenly
alighting took off the helicet from him, and, notwithf{tanding
Galeram acknowledged himfelf vanquifhed, he hanged him
on a tree, 2s he had done the reft before. The next Knight
‘was named Tyris, he was run through the hody at the firft
recontre, and hung up. Orlon perceiving that Galeram was
‘put to ceath, made figns that he would fight with him pre-
{enily, without letting him have any relpite ; but Valentine
anfwered him again, by figns, that he would firft go try his
own ftrength with him, Valentine mounted, and puiting
fputs to his borfle, took his way towards the Green Knight’s
tent, who e/pying him, was moye fearful of him than cf all
the reft ; faying, * Kuoight, fee’(l thou yonder trce 2 There
‘fhalt thou find hanging a green fhield; fetch it hither to
me, and | will reward thee liberally,” "« Sir,” faid Valen-
tine, © you have fervants énough of your own; fend them.”
By
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¢ By my law,” quoth the Green Knight, ¢ you fhall eithier
bring the fhield, or elfe you fhall never conquer mé.” When
Valentine had confidered thefe words he rode towards the
tree ; but he loft his labour ; returning unto the Green
Knight, he (zid, ©“ Go f:ich thy fhield thyfelf, for I cannot.”
% Friend,” faid the Greer Kn'ght, ¢ fhail I tell thee whete-
fore 1 fent thee? That fhield was given to me by a Fairy,
and therein remaineth such virtue, that no man, be he ever
{o ftrong, can take it fiom the place where it is faftenad,
{fave him alone by whom I fhall be overcome. The doubt
I tood in of thee therefore made me fend the=; bu! fince
thou didft not gei the fhield, { advife thee (o return and (ave
thylelf. Further know this there is not one living that can
vanquifh me, except he be the fon of a kinz, and hath never
fucked the breaft of any woman.  Atihele words Valen-
tine mounting his horfe, returned to the cily 5 whereat Duke
Savary and his Lords were exceedingly joylule  Oulon rao
and caught him in his arms, and kiffed him, ¢ Valentine,”
(sid the Duke, < you have efcaped well” ¢ (racious
Duke,” faid he, 1 can mzke - but fmall boall ;  but 10-
morrow there is appointed a new trial: and the vi€tory
will light upon whom the gods pleales 10 ot ats it
fumptuous fupper was provided, which being ended, Valen-
tine withdrew himfelf to his privaie chamber,

CHAP. X1IV.
VALENTINE, as he lay in bed, thinking on what hap-
pered the day before, began 1o reafon thus:—“Of a
t;uth 1 am oot that King’s fon that fhould overcome the
Green Knight; for I can neither remove, the fhield be fent
me for, nor was [ nourifhed without the brealt of a wo-
man, What if Orfon fhould be aimed in my ftead ?”

At brezk of day Valentine arofe, and told Orfon, by figns,
to put on his armour, take his hoile, and make towards the
Green Knight, to fight with him. Orfon, underanding
his intent, danced up and down joyfully. He declined,
however, Valentine’s hotfe and arms; defiring only a club,
and that he would have no other armour. But Valentine
gave him to underfland- that he mult put on the fame ar-
mour, and ride on _the {ame horle, that the Green Knight
might not know but that 1t was Valentine.  Orfon agieed
lo it; and, being armed like Valentine, took leaveof the

' Duke,



38 THE FAMOUS HISTORY OF

Duke, and embraced Valentine. But before he mounted,
he went to take leave of the Lady Fezon; and gave her to
unde: ftand that, for the love of her, he wou!d fight with the
Pagan Knight. The Lady made a fign that fhe loved him
well, It was not long before Orfon got to the pavillion of
the Green Knight, and [mote the top thereof with his {pear,
fignifying defiance. The Green Kuight fwore by Mahomer,
that he would lower his pride : fo mounting his fteed, and
couching his fpear, he entered the field. Otfon, feeing him,
feemed to give back, as half afraid; but prefently encoun-
tered his antagonift with fucn force that horfes and men fe'l
to theearth. Upon this, Orfon threw away his armour and
weapons, and fuddenly caught the Gieen Knight faft by the
arms, caft him on the ground, took off his helm, and “held
him down, fo that he was forced to yield to his mercy : but
Orfon, remembering his cruelty to other knights, would
“have taken away his life, if Valentine had not made figns to
Orfon not to kill him ; when he thus fpoke unto the Green
Knight :—* Proud Kboighr, feecing how you have treated
vanquifhed knights, by hanging them on yonder tree, fay,
why you yourlelf fhould not now be harged on the higheft
branch ?”? ¢ Alasl” {aid the Knight, ¢ I truit you will fpare
my life.” ¢ No,” faith Valentine, ¢ except upon condition
firft, That you renounce Pagani{m ; fecondly, That you go
into France, and. tell' King Pepin, that by Valentine and
Orfon you were overcome in fingle combat ;”” which condi-
tions the Green Knight bound himfelf by oath to perform,
Then Valentine made figns unto Orfon to let the Green
* Knight arife. Being on his feet, the Gieen Knight fpoke
thus to Valentine :— Sir, it was you that combated againft
me yefterday, and none but you did I expe€t this day ; but
I fee I am conquered by the mantha-, in the Duke’s palace,
threw me on the ground. Then,” faith the Green Knight,
4 fend the Knight that hath conquered me to yonder 1ree,
and, if he bring away the fhield, I fhall be affured he is the
man that fhould conquer me.” Valentine made a fign to
Orlon to fetch away the fhield; who iretching out his arm
to take it down, it fuddenly leaped into his hand ; fo he
brought it to the Green Knight. When he faw that Orfon
had the fhield, he fpake thus:—¢% Alas! it has ever been
reported, that he who migbt conquer me fhould be no Je
than a fon of. a King and Queen, and fuch 2 one as never
fucked
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fucked the breaft of any woman: and this [ fhall prove by
my fifter Clerimond, who hath a head of brals, that telleth
her the adventures and fortunes that to all her generation
thall befal. Likewife this head will continue fpeaking, until
fuch time as the moft worthy Knight of the world, and the
only man to have my fifter Clerimond to wife, enter the
chamber where it now ltandeth; and he being once entered,
the {aid head fhall lofe its virtue ; wherefore, fair Knight, I
am ftrongly inclined to believe you are the perfon deftined
to wed my fifter.” '

C HAP. XV.
' ! ‘HE Green Knight, having made this motion of the

marriage of his fijter, gave unto Valentine a ring of
gold, upon condition that he wou'd carry it unto her. And
this ring Valentine aceepted, faying, he could never reft till
he fhould fee the lady. After this, the Green Knight and
Valentine and Orfon entered the palace. Duke Savary faid
unto his daughter: ¢ Behold here the Green Knight:!—This
valiant Knight, that Valentine kath brought, hath conquered
my enemy ; fo may he likewife conquer your love.” ‘The
Lady anfwered: ¢ My Lord and Father! I fubmit to your
plealure, Befides, your promife is paft, that whofoever fhould
vanquifh the Pagan Knight, fhould receive me for his wife,
Now, my Lord, (according to your promife) you muft deli-
ver me to him, and I accept him as my [poufe.”” The Duke
then fent for a Prieft, who forthwith contratted them. This
ended, Orfon made ﬁhgns unto the Lzdy, that he would not
live with her till he had got the ufe of his tongue, and Va-
lentine had conquered the love of the Lady Clerimond. -
The day was [pent in great banquetings; afrer which every
man betook him to his reft.—Valeatine and Orfon being
lodged moft ricbly. In the dead :ime of the night, an An-
gel appeared unto Valentine, {faying, ¢ Valentine ! fee that
in the morning thou depart the land, and take along with
thee Crfon, and get thee into the caftle of Ferragus, where
you will find the Lady Clerimond, by whom thou fbalt
underftand whence thou art defcended.” This vifion much
engaged Valentine’s thoughts ; and, day being come, he and
Orfon haftened unto the Duke's palace, where the Green
Knight fpake unto the Duke in this manner: # Molt re-
; D nowned
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nowned Duke! [ freely coafefs myfelf vanquifhed; and
sherefore renounce all rightunto your daughter, upon con-
dition that you caufe me to be baptized >  Whereupon, a
Prieft bethg fent for, Valentine begged that the name of the
knight be called Pepin. The Duke confented unto Valen-
ting’s demand ; [o he was called Pepin. Then Valentine and
Orfon departed towards the Lady Clerimond, to find out
the caftle ol Ferragus; and the Green Knight took the road
{or France.

CHAP XV

A BOUT this time, Blandiman, ’Squire toLady Bellifant.
A arrived at King Pepin’s court, in the habitof a pilgrim,
“ Worthy King!” faid Blandiman, # I am no pilgrim ; but
only to come more fafely unto you I have taken this habit.
W herefore know, that I am a meflenger fent from the Lady
your fifter, who, by falfe acculations, hath been banifhed her
country by the Emperor Alexander, and at this time liveth
in great forrow of heart.”  The King demanded where his
filter was 7 Blandiman replied : 1 know where fhe is;
but have given my word never to difcover it : but, worthy
King, if you doubt her loyalty, I fhall bring you a man that
will fight the quarrel to prove her honefly.” ¢ Nay,” faid
the Ktng, “ I have feen enough thereof by the dowafal of
the Arch-Prielt ; alfo I have made grea: enquiry to hear of
her, but cannet s but that which moft grieveth me, is, that
{he was great with child when fhe was banifthed.,” ¢ My .
I.0o1d,” faid Blandiman, ¢ my Lady being taken exceedingly
ill i the forelt of Orleans, difpatched me to get her the help
of woman ; but, ere I could return, fhe was delivered of two
fons, oneof which was carried away by a bear into the wood,
fhe never knew whither; which fhe followed fo long, that
at lalt fhe fell down in a fwoon, I took ber up, and com-
forted her as well as I could. At length, being fomewhat
recoverced, fhe unfolded the manner of the lofs of one of her
children; and the other, the faid, wasunder a tree where I
had left her. . I, hearing her {ay fo, haftened to the place ;
but, aias! I could not find the other child. This account,
worthy King. is given you by that Blandiman, whom you
appoiutea to attend your fifter when {he married the Em-
peror of Greece.”” . The King, altonifhed, cried out, ¢ O
Blandiman! Blandiman! How long ago is it fince what

you
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you have told me happened ?” ¢ My Lord,” faid he, it
was that day you met me in the foreft of Orleans.” Then
prefently came into the King’s mind the finding of Valena
tine, and how by him Orfon was conquered in the fame
wood ; whence he concluded, that thele were the two babes
brought forth by his fifter: wherefore, fending for the Queen
and all bis Courtiers, he faid unto them: “ 1 have long
naurifhed in my court Valentine; and now it doth plainly
_ appear he was brought forth in the foreft by my fiiter Bellr-

“fant, in her exile, and Orfon is his brother; and both are
foas to the Emperor ot Greece.”  Whereupon King Pepin
made a {olemn vow, that he would go in pcr(bn into Greece,
to teli the Emperor the gladfome tidings concerning bis wife

Bellifaat and two {ons,

o O H AP s XA L

ING Pepin, being arrived at Rome, in his way to
Creece, received the news that the Soldan ol Egypt,
wih a mighiy army, had befieged Conftantmople; where-
upon craving aid of the Pope, forces were railed 1n all the
territories of the Church; and King Pepin, coming to Con-
fiantinople, found the city befieged, and the Lmperor cloie
confined within it. But King Pepin relolved to fi ght Lis
way ; and fent letters to the Emperor, to make a vigorous
faliy at fuch time as he fhould give the onlet, The King,
upon this, charged the Soldan’s main body ; and tbe Empe-
ror :ffuing out with his army, the Infidels were 10 a manner
hemmed n. King Pepin, prefliag on, cried, ¢ Courage,
noble brother ! and you fhall have news of your lrady el-
lifant ;” which made the Emperor encourage his men 1o the
utmott, The King of Sclavonia, coming in with 50,000
men, reftored the baitle, which continued bloody and doubt-
-ful. At length, King Pepin and the Emperor, finding they
were over-numbeied, and that the enemy continually re-
ceived frefh {uccours, thought fit to reme into the city ;
where we muflt now leave them, clolely begirt with a liege,

and enduring extreme famine.

GO H KXPr XN

FTER many days travel, Valentine and Orfon lighted
upon an ifland, in which food the callle which the
Green Rnight had direfled him to, and was 1n the keeping
 § B Sor
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of Lady Clerimond, wherein ftood a Head of Brafs, which
gave aniwer to any thing that was demanded. Valentine
and Orlon tried to get entrance, but were refifted. Then
Clerimond, leaning out of a window, faid: ¢ What are
you, who dare offer to enter my caltle without leave P”—
“ Lady,” faid Valentine, ¢ I am a knight, that would gladly
ipeak with the Head of Brafss becauie, as 1 underftand, it
relolves all doubts,” The Lady faid, ¢ If you bring any
fign from the Green Knight, you may freely enter ; or you
may try your valour, by running fix eourfes with the Senef-
chal.,” This Valentine chofe, The Lady, feecing his hardi-
nefs, fell in love with him ; and going into the chamber
where the Head of Brafs was, faid unto it, « Who is that
knight that would enter this caftle ?” « Lady,” faid the
Head, “ of that knight you fhall know nothing unti] you
have brought him before me.”

CHAP., XIX.
WITHIN the caftle there was a dwarf named Pacolet,

famous in necromancy, and he had a wooden horfe,

which, by means of a pin that he fixed on the hegd, conveyed

him to any partin-a fhorttime. He mounted his hor(;, and

flew to Portugal, and acquainted Ferragus with his fifter’s

proceedings. Ferragus was exceedingly angry. He bid Pa.

colet return and acquaint nis fifter that he would come in
erfon to vifit her,

When Pacolet returned, Clerimond was angry he had not
informed her of his departure. Valentine called Orfon unto
him, and cut the thin thread from under his tongue ; and he
then related the whole of his life in the foreft.

Shortlv after, arrived Ferragus at his filter’s eaftle.

‘Then Valentine faid : ¢ Sir, within your caflle you have
a Chriftian woman, who is mother unto me., Her name
is Bellifant.” ¢ You fay truth,” faid Feriagus, ¢ and you
fhall go with me, that you may behold her, and my fifter
likewife; and then [ intend to {olemnize your nuptial day.

They all departed for Portugal ; and when they arrived
there, Ferragus ordered Valentine and Orfon to be commit-
ted 10 a dungeon ; which grieved Clerimond exccedmgl‘\.’.
But Paeolet, by enchantment, brougat them bgth before their
mother ; who, having been informed by Clerimond that her
{ons were prifoners inthe caftle, as {oon as fhe faw the{:n,

he
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fhe embraced them, faying, * Alas, my chidren! for your
{akes have | fuffered much; but fince I bhave feen and em-
braced you, all my griefs are vanithed.”  Then Pacolet con-
veyed them fafe from Ferragus 1o the caftle of Clerimond.

CH AL, Y XX

OME time afterwards, Ferragus declared war againft the
S Duke of Aquitain, Valentine and Orfon jomed the
Duke’s forces, accompanied by Pacolet. A bloody battle
enfued, in which the Duke was taken, but was relcued by
Orfon; for which the Duke promifed him his daughter Fe-
zon (pot knowing it was Orlon to whom he had promifed
his daughtet before). Valentine and Orfon being in difguife,
when the battle was ended, they repaired to the Duke’s pa-
lace, where the Duke introduced him to his daughter; tell-
ing her, by that knight he was refcucd from Ferragus; bid-
ding her, at the fame time, accept him for her hufband, But
{be refufed ; having promifed her hand to the knight who
vanquifhed the Green Knight, When Orfon heard that,
he went out and threw off his difguile, and he and Valen-
tine entered to the great joy of Fezon and ithe Duke. Then’
O«fon and Fezon were married, in the prefence of Lacgy Bel-
lifant and Clerimond : Valentine and Clerimond were alfo
married. ;

Valentine departed for Conflantinople, accompanied by-
Pacolet, and they arrived the next night at the Imperial Pa-
lace, where fat King Pepin and the Green Knight, at fupper
with the Emperor. As foon as King Pepin faw Valer:ting,
he exclaimed—¢ Great Emperor! bebold your fon!”" The
Emperor then emoraced him, and wept, faying, ¢ Son, the
traitor who acculed your mother has {uffered, confefling his
guilt. Since that, I have fent into all nations; 10 learn what
is become of her ; but all in vain.” ¢ Father,” [aid Valenune,
“-jaft night I faw and converfed with her.” When the Em-

eror heard this ke was exceeding joyful,

Conftantinople; at this time, was befieged by the Saracens,
infomuch thal the inhabitants weie in great diflrefs, Valen-
tirfe and the Green Knight iffued out, with 2 coo men, and
gained :00 charivts laden with provifions, But Velentine
and the Green Knight were. taken prifoners ; but Yacolet
went ta them in tne night, and, placinginem on h's wooden-
Korfe, carried them fafe 1o Conlluntinople,

C' i} 1AA P.'
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CHAP. XXIL

‘\HE Giant Ferragus being determined to be re-
vcnged on Valentine and Orfon and his fifier Cleri-
mond, fent a meflenger to King Trompart defiring his
amﬁance, and to bring Adrimian the enchanter, to con-
found Pacolet, to whom he was well known. Adrimian
feeing Clenmond atked ¢ who that lady was?” ¢ It is
Clerimond,” fald Pacolet. At night, Adrimtan enchanted
all within tbc court into {leep, and getting Pacolet’s horfe,
he placed Clerimond thereon, and turning the pin, he car-
ried her to Trompart’s tent, who fcttmg her on the wooden
horfe with himfelf, turned the pin the wrong way, carried
her to India, where the King ordered him to be beheaded ;
Trompart having before killed the King of India’s brother.
Clerimond was led to the King, where he offered her mar-
riage, to which fhe agreed to, if he would confent to her
remaining fingle a year, as fhe had inade a vow not to
marry till that time, to which he agreed.

Pacolet was exceedingly vexed, when he found Cleri-
mond and his horfe was gone, he immediately went in dif-
guife to Adrimian, and when he was zfleep, cut off his
head ; he then went to Ferragus’s tent and enchanted him
fo, that he made him run- by his fide to Acquitain, where
tHe Duke put him to death,

C:H AP XXH.

¥ HE Emperor and King Pepin iffued out of the city
to alfault the enemy jwho had fo Jong belieged it.
‘f\?hen the Duke of Acquitain with his forces came up,
nd gained 2 complete victory (there were with the Duke,
'3:‘ lifant, the wife of the Emperor, and Orfon, her {on,
whom thc Emperor had not yet feen).

When the battle was ended, Valentine brought Orfbn
before the Emperor, faying, ¢ thete is my brother Oifon
then the Emperor err braced him.

After ‘this they fct out 1o wifit the tent of the Emprels
Bell:fant,  When the Emperor faw his wife, he in tears
embdraced her, He then requefted her pardon for the
wrongs done her, which fhe freely gave. After which,
{he gave the ..Iema.r, who nwvcd her innocence, a
thouland marks of gold.

Valentine
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Valentine enquiring - for Clerimond, found f(he was
taken away by Trompart; he then vowed not to re(t till
‘he had found her.

The wars being ended, King Pepin, Otfon, and Lady
Fezon returned to France, where Haufray and Ilenry
plotted zgainlt the life of Orfon, but were fruftrated in all
their defigns,

Valentine now fet out in quelt of Clerimond, accompa-
nied by Pacolet; being come to Antioch, the King fum-
moned them before him: ¢ Chriftians,” faid he, ¢ you
mufl either renounce you faith or fight a Dragon, feathered
like a griffin, with a head like a ferpent, and a fling within
her mouth.” o

Valentine chofe the latter : he caufed a fhield to be
made, with fpikes a foot long. Hethen put on his armour,
mounted his hotfe, and went forth to feek the Dragon;
coming within fight of her, fhe beat with her wings, and
caft out of her mouth fire, Valentine leaving his axe
at his faddle-bow, went toward the Dragon, who lifted up
her paw, which he caught on the fpikes of his fhield,
which made her cry out horribly and draw back. Valen-
tine purfued, gave her a blow under the ear that he broke
his fword ; he then drew a knife and ftuck it in her throat ;
he then ran acd fetched his axe, and giving the Dragon a
blow on the the tail cut off moft part, which {o enraged
the bealt that the flew at Valentine’s head, which he pre-
vinted by thrufting the axe in her throat, and fhe fell down
dead.

Valentine having overcome the Dragon, the King looked
upon him asa wonder of the age : the King then became a
Chriftian, and ordered all his fubj=&ts to be bapfized :- after
this, the Queen Rozamond’s father Brandiffer, being in-
cenfed agamnft her hufband for changing his religion, feized
on him, and putting him to death, took away his daughter
Rozamond. In their voyage home they were driven nto
Chretope, a city on the coalt of Greece, where was the Em-
peror of Greece and the Green Knight, who were feized
by Branaiffer’s troops, and confined in a caftle at Lize,
in which he put his two daughters; Rozamoad and

Galozy.

CH AL,
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CHAPER XXIIIL
THE year being now expired that Clerimond had afked

for, the King of India now came to her to perform
her promife; which, in ordento avoid, fhe feigned mad-
nels, and this fhe did fo naturally, that none of her at-
tendants dare come near her, “In the mean time, Valen-
tine, hearing that King Trompart had been flain by the
King of India, and that his fon Lucar had alifembled an
army to revenge bis death, he entered into the fervice of
Lucar; thinking thereby to gain tidings of Clerimond.
Lucar fent Valentine with a letter of defiance to the King
of India, which enraged him. He then ordered Valen-
tine to be put to deatb, unlefs he could producc any token
from Rozamond, Lucar’s wife, who had a fincere affection
for him, but was given to Luear by Brandiffer her father,
againft her confent. Then Valentine delivered unto him
a letter, which Rozamond had given him privately 1o de-
liver to the King of India. He then (the King,) enter-
tained him fumptuously; and gave him liberty to return to.
Lucar.

The next day Lucar marched to attack the King of’
india,taking with him Rozamond. When the King of
India heard Rozamond was there, he was exceeding glad.
He then made a fally, and going to the tent of Rozamond,
placed her behind him, and rode away with her, Brdn-
differ-being told of 1t, Ige immediately purfued her. She
pleaded as an excufe, thinking it was the Baron; whom her
hufband bad fent to convey her away from the field of’
battle, to which Lucar gave credi'. Soon afterwards, the
King of India made a lecond attempt in which he foc-
ceeded, and carried her away in.fafety to the eity, lotelli-
gence was now brought to Brandiffer, that ng Pepin
had laid fiege 1o Angory, where his lady then lay in
child-bed.~ Brandiffer then ordered j00,000 men,. com-
manded by Murgalant and Valentine, to go agaicft the
Chriftians,  Valentine then ordered Pacolet to acquaini
King Pepin and Orfon with the defign of BRrandiffer; this
he did, and advifed King Pepin to make an-autack on tke
Pagans iu the dead of the night. Pacolet by his art calt
them into a deep {leep, by which means the Pagans were
2l cut to preces, and the city of Angory taken,

Valenine
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Valentine then returned to Lucar, carrying with him the
body of Murgalant, who was flain, which Lucar cauled to
be honourably buried.

CHAP. XXI1V.

T was now agreed between Brandiffer and Lucar, to pat
I to death the Emperor of Gieece, and the Green Knight,
whom they had confined.
~Valentine and Pacolet then departed to releale the Empe-
ror and the Green Knight, and to feek Clerimond. About
this time King Pepin had a dream, wherein he was ordered
to go to Jerufalem, to vifit the holy place. Orfon, My-
lon Daugler, and the twelve Peers of France, offered (0
accompany him, Thus attended, they fet out. Haufray and
Henry plotted againit their father, to deliver him into the
hands of Brandffier. Henry, however, embarked with his
father, but Haufray went to India; and offering 1o deliver
Pepin and the Peers of France into Brand:ffer’s hands, pro-
vided he would give him his daughter Galazy 1n marriage,
Brandiffer gave him a letter for his daughter, in which he ac-
quainted her with the whole matter, and defired her to inflict
fuch punifhment as his unnatural conduét deferved. With
that, the ordered him to be thrown into a dungeon ; where,
to his furprife, he found the Emperor of Greece, Orfon, and’
the Green Knigh.

Valentine and Pacolet left the Saracens in India, and foon
arrived at Apgory, to wait the return of King Pepin from
Jernfalem 5 but during King Pepin’s abode there, came Bran-
differ, Lucar, and the Indian King. Lucar informing the
King of Jerufalem of the lofs of Angory, requefted him to
deliver Pépin and his fuite into his hands. The King of Jury
then commanded them to be brought before him. Pepin
propofed for his fon Henry to pafs for him, which he refufed.
Then Acquitain’s daughter perfonated King Pepin, whillt he
carried his hat and fcarf in quality of a’page. They were
then delivered up to Bracdiffer, who confined them in the
caltle of his daughter Galazy. But the King of India defiring
to have the page (Pepin) who was of fmall ftature, for his
dwarf, he carried him to India, ' ;

It was the cuftom of the King of India to fend, food at

every meal, to Clerimond, Pepin was appeinted to carry ity
; Pepin,
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Pepin, pnung her candmon, fhe unhofomed herfelf (o him ; 3
telling him how fhe was beirothed to Valentine, Pepin was
tran‘ported with joy at this difcovery, and cried out—=¢ I
am King Pepin, Valentinc’s uncle.” At this Clerimond
fwooned; but being recovercd, Pepin informed her he would
acquaint Valemme where the was.

Now the twelve Peers of Frauce, and Henry, the King’s
fon, were confined by Brandiffer in the fame dungeon wuh
the Emperor of Greece, Orlon, the Green Knight, and
- Haufray,

Brandiffer and Lucar went to lay fiege to Angory. Soon
after their arrival, Pacolet went to their camp, pretending
friendfhip for Lucar. Having caft Lucar into a profound
fleep, he u(\nveyed him to Angory, As foon as Lucar per-
ceived the trick, he plunged a kuife into Pacolet, who in-
ftantly fell dead,

Valentine exchanged Lucar for Pepin, as he fuppofed;
which proving to be Aquitain’s daughter, he then heard that
his uncle was carried, to India, Valentine, having at this
time the Marshal of India prifoner, he exchanged him for
his uncle, King Pepin, by whom he ledrned where his Cle-
nmond was.

Valentine refolving todeliver Clerimond from the King
of India, went therey under the difguile of a Phyfician, pre-
tending to cure madnefs, he accordingly was introduced to
Clerimond, where he difcovered himfelf to her : no words
can expiefs their joy at meeting., Valentine elpying Paco-
let’s horfe ina corner faid, ¢ With our old friena’s horfe,
we will make our efcape.” They accordingly mounted the
woaden horle, and turning the pin towards Angory, arrived
the next morning, where he was matrried to Clerimond. Va-
lentine {oon afier made himlelf mafter of the caftle in which
his {ather, and the reft were imprifoned, and opening the
door of the dungeon, they all came out and embraced him.
After a few days feftivity, Haufray and Henry returned o
France: and Valentine to Angory, leaving the Emperor,
Orfon, and the Green Knight, in poﬂcﬁon of the caftle.
\Vhere Orion became enamoured of Galazy. Haufray and
Heny foon afterwards caulrd their Father and the Queen,
to be murdered, and there brother Charles to bt: taken
privately away,

Brandiffer and his allies laid fiege to Angory : which the

Eniperor,
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Emperor, Orfon, and the Green Knight hearing of, weni to.
alfit Valentine, In their way, they fell in with a body of
Brand:ffer’s troops, whom they defeated ; the Ewmperor or-
dered all his companions to put on the armour of the Sara-
cens which preved fatal 10 him, ~ Valentine being engaged
with the Pagans, Lucar wass slain, At this time the
* Emperor and Orfon coming up, Valentine thruft his {pear
through the Emperor, who feli dead. Valentine cried out
¢ Mont joy vive Greece.,” But Orfon wept and faid :—
¢ Brother you have {lain your father.” When Valentine
~ heard this, he fell from/ his hoile: but he was prevailed
on to remount, and rufhing on 1o the battle {lew King Chrif-
to, and Brandiffer; when the Pagans {aw that they fled on

_ all fides. :
The next day, Valentine caufed the body of the Emperor
to be interred ; but could norbe comforted.  Heand Orfon
returned into Greece, leaving the Green Knight at Angory.

LAY, 26X,

§ YHE Ewmprefs after the forrowful death of hep lord, re-
, commended her {ons to govern the kingdom jointly,
But Valentine being troubled in mind, went on 1 pilgri=
mage wher e he met with a Hermit, who enjoined a {even
years penance ; to eat that which fell from his own table,
and to lie under the flairs, and keep filence during that time,
Valentine then returned dilguifed ; and did as the Hermit
ordered him.

Hugo, King of Hungary, demanded Clerimond in mar-
riage, affuring her Valeniine was dead. He in order to
obtain her, got Orfon and the Green ](nig_lf}c into his power ;
forged letters as coming from Otfon, affaring her that his
brother was dead ; with that fhe gave him hopes,

Valentine all the time oblerving her pitied her distrefs,
Seven years being elapfed Valentine was warned by an Ana
gel, that he muft quit the world, at this news he by his gel=
tures (for he was not able 10 [peak) exprefled great joy : he
making figns for pen and ink, wrote'down that it was him-
felf, who, lived like a pilgrimy; inclofing halfa ring, which
he had received from Clerimond, put his name to the letter,
fealed it, then freiched himfelf out and died. When Orfon
heard of the luppoted pilgrim’s death, he was mach grieve_d,
and attempted fo take the letter out of his hand, but all in

vain,
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yain. ‘Then came Clerimond, and as foon as {he laid hold’

of the paper the hand opened ofitlelf. The letter being read
~ great lamentation was made for thz death of Valentine,
particularly by Clerimond, who could never be prevailed up-
on to enter into a fecond marriage.

Orfon governed the Empire feven years and had two
fons. Orfon, in confequence of his wife é Eing, retired to a
Forest where he-had a vifion, gloricus begond delcription.
Retnrning next day to his Palace he f#id to the Green
Knight, ¢ 1 fee the uncenainty of the world, I refign my
children unto you, for I will fpend the remainder of my
days in folitary contemplation.”” Thentaking folemn ledve
he went back to the foreft, where he fpent the remainder of
his days. The Green Knight faithfully governed his child-.
ren, fo that they carefully {pent their time on earth and fol-
owed their Father to his grave.
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