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V r\LENTINE ~& ORSO.l • 

--------.. ··~ .. -------
CHAP. I. 

W E find it fet down m ancient chronicles, that the 

thrice noble and valiant Pepin, fometim.: King uf 

Fr.tnce, took to wife Benha, who Waidefcended of royal race, 

and w.a~excet..diugly fair and wife, but wonderoufiy cumbered 

with ·many troubles. The chief inllrument of mifchief to• 

wards this good Queen was an old woman, who firfl brought 

her into d~lgra<.e with the King her hulliand, and then to he 

quite banifhed his bed, while 1he introduced a daughter of 

her ow~ in the good Queen's £lead. This old wom;,m have

ing thus brought her treachery t-o effect, (for her d;.ughter 

fornewhat reiembled .Bertha,) it lo came tu pafs that King 

Pepin had two fons by this maiden, _ to wit, Haufray and 

Henry, who wickedly caufed the Queen Ber:ha to he utterly 

bamlhed, where {he paffed a great put of her days in abun

dance of ((mow. At la!t, howe\'er, lhe began to receive 

comfort again; for, at the ea,rnett requeft. of divers grc=at 

Peers and Lords of Fr<~nce, this good Queen began to find 

favour. wllh the King her hufband, who, difcover ing the 

treachery the wicked old woman had plotted againlt her, 

much bewailed the mifenes ihe had endured, a!ld wn tJ 6rt,al 

honour and triumph received her again ; .md being 1 hus J:e

ftored to her Led, fhe.~n . a fhort t~me concetved, anJ bare 

unto rhe Kmg a goodly Jon, callod Charlemain the Pu1ffGwt. 

Now .King Pepin had a filler named Bellilant, po!ldfcd 

of great wit and ~eauty, which fo fpread her fame abroad, 

th;..t Alexander, Empe~tor of Gon(hntinople, was much m 

love wtth her, and came to France to a!k her in marriage. 

King Pepin made great pre?arations for entertaining the no

ble Emperor, and wenc to meet and conduct him to the 

Court of France, whete fair Bellifant was. 

This intended l\1.Hriage being known among the inhabi

tants, joy began to fhew itf.elf on eve1 y fide~ and thefe two 

· A 3 were 
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w·ere efpoufed in all honour. The mardage.feafl b~ing el'ld• e~ the Emperor made preparation to go to Confl:antirwple \yirh his fair Emprefs Bellifant. Being all mounted on horfeback, King Pepin fet forward, attended wi;h Lords, 'I .. ~dies, and oLhers.of tl1e Court. Thefe mighty Pt inces being come to a parr ofthe ft'a where they mufl patt, the Emperor yielded King Pepin thanks for giving htrn his fc11r lifter Bellif'anr. King Pepin then turned to his filter, ..a.nd in this manner took his !eave:-·" fair filter, ( quorh be) think no longer of France', but remember you a1 e removed to a country of better condition. Be you governed by the m.odeO: radies of the land, and give no e::ar to diOo.)'a!ty; for ~ if 1 lliould hear tidings other than good of you,"tt would be the caufe to take away my life." Then embracing his fifi:tr he !eft her to the mercy of the waves. King Pepin then te.,. rurn~d to France; and the Emperor, with his train, arrived in fafety at ConU:antinople, with great joy, honour, and tri.: umph. But thefe joys were foon converted intu lamenta· tsonh for the poor Lady Bellifant, by treafon and falfe act-u.fations~ was foon caH out and banilhed, as hereafter will appear. 

CHAP. II. 'J N Conflantinople li~ed dO Arch Priefl, in whom the Em-. pc:ror put much trust, befl:owed upon him great riohe£ ar.tl pofreffions, committed all his bofom Lhoughts unto his fecrecy, and in tbe end made him fole Governor over all his houfe; he was al!o his principal Confeffor, and hi~greatefl: fatr;urite. This Priefl, forgetting all the Emperor's t;;.•JOurs. and being enraptured with the beauty of the new Emprcfs. i!'l ordmate de!lre prevc1iled, and he only waited for t1 fit opportunity to indulge it; at lafl:, el'pying h?r a lo ne in ~er cha,nber. he began to utier his lak1vieus thoughts in thts roar.ner :-
,. Dear and fovereign Lady, I am your fervant and chaplain; L tH~refore I befeeGn y ou to hear my words, for I am burnt up in affection to wards you. Know that the be ·wty of your p e rfon hath ra v1llied my fpir its, and q.ute be1eft me of a ll rcft, bo th by n igh t and day, in fomuch rb at my only requell: i~, that you would give cOJ·•fent unto o.e that I m ig h t nut o nl y fer\'e you, but alfo de lig!1t you in all pleafure$. If, Lad y , you deny my fuit, I can look for nothin~ but pre~ fc nt dea th . A las ! you are fair, amiable, courteous, ~d alfo 

youthful, 
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youthful ; bn not then the cause of lofing my life by lofing 
your love But, Lady, perhaps you will fay, how dare you 
offeud the gods in this unlawful aR? To this I anfwer, £ 
am one of the vicars of the gods upon earth, and therefore 
ic refls in me to ablolve you of yo~r fir.s." 

This fpeech of the Priest being ended, the Lady mad e him 
this anf\ver ~-- -- '' Ah! thou falfe, un)nlt, dinoyal Prie!l:, ltain 
to thy profeffion, how dareft thou open thy mouth to fuch 
villainous purpofes ? Firrt, against the sacrec ot der; fecond: )' 
again([ the Emperor, who nourifheg thee, and ra ifed thee 
to fuch dignities, Tho·_, devil, thou who fhouldft be a guide 
to my life and converfation, art dev ifing my utter ruin and 
deflruEl:ion. 0 ye gods, grant that the blood of France, 
from whence I am defcended, nor the Emperor, my loving 
Lord, lhould ever be fo difhonoureci. 0 false, accurfed 
man, thou woulclft deliver me, firfl unto the pollution of 
my perfon; next thou _would bring my foul into the jaws 
Qf death and the devil. 0 thou monller, ceale henceforth 
to folicit me tn this manner;- if thou dolt, thou canfl look for 
nothi;-Jg . b~t~t a fhameful and mofl ignominious death; thete
fore wid1 this anfwer depa-rt, and k.e that thou attempt me 
no more." 

This angry farewcl of the worthy Emprefs flung the 
Prieft to the very heart, and filled him with rage. However, 
he dur fl make no reply~ but craved pardon for hts 1 afh fol
lies, and fo he departed. Yet being fore irritated in mind, 
he deviled to revenge himfelf upon the inr.ocent Lady by 
deceit; for feeir.g the Emperor knew nofhing in this mat
ter, the Arch Prieft. be.gan to think how he might effect 
what he had determined, and preferve his former honours. 
Whereupon he refolyed , that he "'·ould cunningly bear fair 
towards the Emperor, by feeming to fhew· his loyalty, and ·~he 
watchful care he had towards the welf;ne o( hts ell ate and 
perfon. So' at a fit opporturtiry, finding the Emperor all 
.alone, he thus ac<;:ofled h im:-
- ".Right ·high and mighty Empe~or, I confider it my' duty 
to reveal unto you a\1 that any way cot)cerns your royal per
f on: Therefore l befeech you to give ·ear to wh ;:t I {ball 
difc!ofe unto you. 0 Emperor ! Lhis 'it is: Bellifant, vour 
wife, whom you have advanced to this flate and clig~ity, 
fa ileth in that dury and loyalty wh1ch fhe oweth unto her 
~Lord .; .for !he befloweth her love u.nto another, 'Yhich is 

· prbper 
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prf,per only for yourfelf. You know I am a facred I'riell, 
and may noL feek the blood of any m11n; and ~s by way of 
c.onfeili nn I came unto the light thereof, 1 neither ought 
nor will reveal the name of him that u!urps your bed: let it. 
fuffice there is not a more unclean and 1-akivious woman in 
ynur Court or K i11gdom." 
·The Emperor, little mi-O.ruf'ling the treachery of the Arch 
Pridr, gave credit to c.dl his fair but falre wo1ds, and there· 
wuh became extremely fad. He re(hained awhile his paf
fwn. At length; entering into the chamber of Bellilant, in 
a mofi fierce, rude, and unmannerly' order, he took the fair 
lady by the h,:air of her head, and dragged her about the 
chamber' tluowing her on the ground in a mon horrid man
ner. She cried out :--" AL.ts! my dear Lord, what moveth 
you to this outrage? I ~ali the gods to witnefs I never did 
any thing in my life againfl your honour.'' The Emperor 
replied, "I am too well informed of thy proceedin~s, and 
cuded be the da~ that ever I faw your d eceitful face."' 
And therewithal dafrting her heacl ~gainfl: the gronr.d, he 
r~rt her fpeechlefs, infomuch that her attendants thought !he 
had been bereft of life, Upon this there arvfe a mo!-tt pitiful 
o,utcry; which the Counfellols and Attendan ls hearing, ran 
fpeedily to the chambtcr, where they found the Lady in a 
trance; and fome ran to take up the body of 1he Emprefs, 
\vhite others took upon them to fpeak to the Emperor to ap
pease his rage, aud faid unto him Cis followeth :-'• Alas ! 
dread Sovereign! what caufes this fudden pallion with your 
Lady ;-a Ladyl modefl:, chafl:e, and beloved by all, and in 
whom was never feen the leaft difhonour either to wards 
yourfelf, or any in your empite; wherefore moderate y:<>ur 
;mger againl1 her." The Emperor, not relenting, anfwer
ed :-' ' Speak no more; for 1 know, I fu, I hear, how fhe 
hath deluded me, and am fully purpofed to deliver her over to 
death.'' 

Thefe words were no fooner utt-ered, than up rofe a 
courageo us Baron, \·vho fpoke unto the Emperor : .. Right 
won h y S•r, I be!eech you to confider that your noble wife 
is great with child; wherefore It is dou bl y cruel to fmite; 
her in the manner yo u have done. But 1 could w i fh you 
to be well- advifed bero re yota proceed further, feeing that 
fhc is f1ft e r to th e great K1ng Pepin of france, who. wl:len 
b~ ili <~ll hear of th~ wrongs don e h er, will not fail lo wreak. 

h is 
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his vengeance for rhcfe merciiefs deeds towards his dear · 

"filter." 
The Baron here ended his fpeech; and the Lady being 

fomewhat recovered from her lwoon~ fdl upon her knees, 

and in tears acid·el1"e.d the Emperor: '· Alas! my Lord: rake 

pity on your in .ocent Lady, who never thought evil either 

aga.nft your perfon or d1gnity. Yet, my Lord, though 

your C' rnpaffion be qutte extintt for me, pity your child 

with which I am now pregoanr, and let me be impnfoned 

in [orne tower till the time of its birth: Then, if your an

ger be not appealed, do with me what plec~feth you; but 

oh ! lave the child." 
But all this moved him not • the hard-hearted Emperor, 

who, bewitched as he w~s with the inlidious tale uf the 

Arch Prie!l, furioufly broke out thus: " Trou fal(e fl:rum

pet, the child thou goe(t withal is to me no joy, but rather 

great di fhonour, in that thou hall made allot her partner in 

thy love; and thy diffolute life hath made an eternal fepa

ra tion bet ween u!'.'' 
The Courtiers, petceiving nothing could mitigate the 

Emperor's rage, removed her out of his prefence, the Ladies 

wafhmg her bloody face, and adminifteriog cordials tore

vive her fpirits. Belng in another room, in come;>s her 

fervat,t Blandiman, who, . beholdtng her in this ft luation, 

exclaimed, (with tears trickling down h1s fi:lte) '' Ah, 

Ivladam! . I fee you are traiterouny dealt with; but t<~ke 

comfort: for I will conduct ycu back to your good bro

ther King Pepin, who gave me to alrend your perfon. 

On! my innocent Lady, follow my council; for if you 

Hay, the Ii:mperor will aiTuredly bring you to a fnamclul 

deatb."-The forrowful Lady made this reply : " Ah ! 
Blandiman, I know thy faithful fervices towards me, but 

rnuft not follow thy ad_vice. If I fhould !teal out uf this 

·country pTivately, it wouid argue me guilty of the mfamy· 

the Emperor thtoweth upon me. BeLeve me, 1 had rather 

e1e the mofl cruel death, than bear the blame of that 

whereof I .am innocent." 

By this time the Emperor, through the means of the 

Lords and Barons, began to alter h1s purpo{e of putting 

his Lady to deaih, out of fear of her bro:her King Pepin; 

e~nd caufing her to be · again brought bef~o>re him, he thus 

denounced her doom : '' Thou falfe and accurfc:d woman, 
l vow, 
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I vow, were it not for thy brother, the valian~ Pepin, King 
of Frar.ce, I would m~ke thee an example to all perfidious 
Ladies; but for his fake I fpare thy life. Neve1 thelefs, I 
banifh thee out of my empire, exprefsly commanding, that 
to-morrow thou depart, never more. to return, on pain of 
fuffering death. Alfo I ftrialy forbid all perlons from aid· 
ing or accompanying you, fave your fervant Blandirnan, 
whom you brought from France.'' 

Sentence being thus pronounced, fhe and her fervant 
Blandiman hafrcned to horle. .As !he paffed through the 
city, ·fbe was met by multitudes of people, lamenting t~e 
lofs of fo good an Emprefs; and when lhc came to the 
gates, there was fuch lamentable mournft~l voices, th~t .the 
like before was never heard in the City of Confhntinople. 
When fbe was juft entered into the fields, fhe fell into a fit 
of bitter weeptng, to think how di!honoorably Ihe was 
ufed, fhe being innocent. " Alas!" cried !be, " in what 
unhappy hour was I born, to fa ll from fo h igh an cfl:ate to 
fo low a condit ion as 1 CJm now in? Woe is me, the un
happiefr among women! Ah! my brother, it had been 
better I had never been born, than that l fhould prove fDch 

·a fl:atn tu thy princely fam1ly ." As fhe was thus com-
plaining~ the angui!h thcew her into a fwoon. and !he 
would have fallen off her horfe, but her fervant cCJught 
her; and, at lafl, being com e to herfelf again, he faid umo 
her: H Alas! Madam, be not difcomfortt:d, but truft to the 
gods, who will keep and defend you ; for they are ready 
to affi ft: the innocent." Having thus fpoken, he efpied 
a fount ain, towards which he and his L<~dy took their way, 
and he fat her down thereby, to _refrdh ~u overtired feo[es. 

CHAP. IlL · THE Arch-Priefl:, having now wr0ught the b;tnifh-
m enl of fair Bcl! Jfan t, thought ho fhould furely ac

co m pl i fh h is defne; wherefo re he changed his white 
rocket into a CO<l t o f fteel, an d begirt unto h im a [word; 
and being thu3 ac rout red , he rode after-he~ all expe
d ition. Aft e r a few hou rs r idi ng he ca rn e to a forefl:· ;_ 
and c:aft;ng h is eye a !ide, he f pied the L ad y , with her 

· fe rvan t Bla nchm ,w , fit ting by the fo unta in , lamenting her 
mi !CralAe fo1lune. l '.ow, though this f• lfe Pneft knew 

hu 
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h~r to be the Emprefs, yet, by his drfguife, fhe did nor 
itr.agine him to be rhe Arch-Priefl, ttl! coming nea1er w 
her, fhe was {huck with fe,n, ano fpoke to her lervant 
thus : '' Alas!" quoth fhe, '' 1 fulpett !his to be the 
Arch •. Priert coming tOWdrds us; I am exceedmg:y fearful, 
left he come to do me funh~r villainy." " Lc~dy," faid 
Bl•n~iman, " banifh fear; for if he come to do you fur
ther harm, 1 will ~ncounter him as .long as life l.dterh." 
By this time the Arch-Prieft was ready to 3light off his 
horfe to falute the Lady With a courteous behaviour; ana 
began to Jay UD o her after this manner: 

" De;a Lady, and lare honoured Emprefs; fince thy cafe 
is to fuffer banifhment by fe:ntence of the Emp~ror, know 
this, that if thou wilt give me thy love, I wiU bring it to 
pafs, that the Emperor fh.tll tecal thee from bandhmenr, 
and make thy greatnefs fhine more bright thah ever." And 
ir1 fpeaking thefe words, he bended tu the Lady, thinking 
to have k;ffed her; but Blandiman fuddenly liarted be
tween them, and gave the Arch-Prieft fuch a !hoke, that 
felled him to the earth. The. Priefl, recovering himletf, 
took to his fword, which Bland~man perceiving, there be~ 
gan a fore and dangerous fight between them ; tdl a Mtr• 
e~ant coming by th.at way, cried out wi:h a loud VQit:c, 
'' Lords, leave off, and fhew the c·,ufe of your vanance, 
and. I will endeavour to end this conrrovcrfy."-'' ~ir," 
quorh glandiman, "let us firfl try nur nght by our wea· 
pons, and afterwards we will be ruled hy word~." But the 
poor Lady began to tell the M'"'rchant as follu\\.elh:" Alas! 
5ii," quoth {he, '' if you ever pitied wctmant pi:y my 
caJe; l~lr this man, whom you lee ~r:nd , i;; the falf·e and 
traiiorous Arcb-P,icft, dut hath made the feparation be· 
tw~en me and the Emperort my Lo:d and Uuf1>1nd 1 aud 
hath. followed to rob me of my honour, and lorc.:e mf! to 
his wicked defires."-The Merchant pitY:ng her mrfery, 
began thus unto the Arch-Priefl: " Leave ufF, <.~nd dare 
not {o much as to touch rhis in11ocent LC;ldy; fori f tht> Elll • 
peror did but undedland this villainy, he would end thy 
life in infamv, as thou well dc(ervefl:." The Merchant 
Haid a litde time, and comforted the Lady, raying: ·' Ala~! 
fair Lady, (fee that this Arch-Priell hath f.tlf~ly brought 
you in hatred with the Emperor; bul I w1ll reveal a\l 
thefe treacheries to the Emperor, and bring the trairor to a 

· · iliamcful 
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fl1ameful death I" So took his leave. Blandim;~n again 
fet the Lady upon her horfe, and himldf on his; fo rid111g 
together they came to an inn, where t.ney fiaid eight days, 
during which t1me Bl'andiman was recovered of his 
wour1ds. They then fet forward towatds France; ' the 
Lady fblt complaining in this manner: " A las! Bla-~d i· 
man; what will rr.y brother and the Peers of France think, 
when rhey fhall underHand that I am expelled Gr~ece for 
fuch a difhonou1 able deed ? Alas! I elm perfuaded that 
the King my brother w1ll _believe that I am guilty, 
and ddiver me over to a fhameful death.,-" Lady," 
~uoth be, '' be not difcouraged, but truft in the gods."-

. ln fuch difcourf..:s -they pa{L!d on to France; and palling 
~y Orleans, they took :heia way towards Paris, wh~1e King 
Pepin refided. So entering a forelt near Orleans, Belli .• 
fant, being with child, and the time of her delivety bemg 

.come, callfed her to foxfake her horfe,--and_ complain to her 
fervant: " Alas!'' quoth £he, " help! help! I fay, to 
lay me down Cofdy under yonder tree; and then make 
hafle, and fend me the.aid of WOI))en, for I can go no far
ther, my pains fo much increafe upon me." Blandiman 
did as fl1e commanded; and fo taking his horfe, he rode 
fwiftly to feek fome wome·~ to help~bis diltreffed Lady. 
He being gone, the Lady was left comfortlefs~ all alone, 
without fuccour of any creJture; and at !aft !he was deli
vered of two fons in this defolate forefl:. Thefe were no 
fooner come in the \'I:Orld, titan, as the mother was lying 
upon the eanh, under the tree, and her two children by 
her, fuddeniy came a huge bear, and taki'ng up one of the 
infants 1n her mouth, with great pace haflened into the 
thickeH part of the forefl. This ftrange and ul9looked
for accident frightened the diHref.fed Lady to the foul, {o 

that fhe cried oul moll lamentably; fo getting on her hands 
and feet, followed the bear; which quickly got out of ht;:r 
fight. 

It happened the fame day, thRt her brother, King 
Pepin, accompanied by divers great Lords and Baron~, 

had taken his journey from Paris towards Con{tantinople, 
lo vifit his rifler Bellifant; and pa-ffing through Orleans, he 
enterecl the fame forefl in which his f1fler was juH deli
ve..acd of two children. Now, as the King paffed through 
this forefi.f he efpied (under a Liee, which tbe Emprefs left 

· lO 
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to f<Jllow the bear) the other fon of Bellrfant; and here• 
upon, he faid to' his attendants: "My Lords, fee, I have 
here found a child!"-" Royal Sir," anf\~ered they, "you. 
fay truth."-·' \Veil/' fai::l the King, " it fhall be brought 
up at my charge, and ufed iAS if it. were my own." And 
therewith, calling one of his 'Squires, he la id; " Here, 
take this infant, carry it to Orleans, fee it baprized; pro· 
v!de a good nurfe for it, ancf let it want nothing;" the 
King little fufpeCl:in~ the child was his nephew. The 

~ 'Squire did as the King had commanded him, and gave the 
child his own na.ne, Valentin~. The King proceeding on 
his j<Jurney towards Confl:antinople, met with BI<Jndirt~an, 

accompanied by a woman that Re had got to afTifl hi$ 
Lady in her child-birth. Blandiman, efpying the King, 
harlily alighted from his hode. The King perceiving 
him to be Btandiman, faid; " What news from Conihn
tinople? and how doth onr !ifter Bellifant ?"-Biandiman 
anfwered : '' Moft gracious Sovereign, I bring you but 
little tidings, yet rhofe I do bring are fharp and bilter; for 
by rreafon and falfe fuggeHion of the curfed Arch-Prie!l: of 
Con!l:antinople, your filler is banifued the Emperorts court 
and dominions; and, but for the great mercy of the Em
peror's Barons, il1e had been publicly put to death, in the 
fight of all the people/' King Pepin hct\•ing heard Blandi
roan's lamentable relation, was exceedingly angry, and 
broke out into bitter fpeeches againfl her in this manner: 
" Now, by the gods/' quuth he, " I hold the Emperor 
no upright judge, in fparing the life of my fifler; for, I 
fwear, that if I had her now in my pofTdli"on, I would not 
refl:~ till by death I had made an example of her~" And 
therewithal he -commanded all his train to return back to 
Paris. When Bla.ndiman perceived the anger of the 'King, 
he durlt relate no farther of the Lady Bellifant; but took • 
~is way towards the tree where he lately left her. There, 
l\owever, he could neither- fee , nor hear any thing of her; 
at lall, he efpied her lyin~ flat -upon the eartn, almofl: 
fpeechlefs for grief that fhe had lofl her child, w htch the 
bear had taken away. Blandiman, oveljoyed to find his 
}Qfi mi!l:refs, kindly fet her upon her feet, by1ng .; " Ata•s! 
dear Lady, how happe~ed you to !hay fo far from .the 
place I left you in ?" . · 

The Lady, looking with a tha!l:ly countenance, replied 
thus : 
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thos: " Ah, Blandim:m! my di fireffes increafe upon me; 
fot1.yoa Y..as no fooner gnne 10 get rne fome help of wo· 
maFI-kind, than I was delivered of two babes, when a ra• 
venous bear from the foreft affailed me, and took one of 
them away. I, making what fhift I was able, followed 
-the beast, thinking :o have' recovered my lofs; but all i11 
vain, 1 could not ov~takc the bear, nor, lor w<~nt of 
streng_th, get back again to the tree\\ here I left my other 
infant." H Y (' Ur other infant!" ·quoth Blandtman; "why, 
1 came from the tree, and no infant is there." " Howl" 
returned the Lany, " no child under the tree!" \!\l ith 
thefe words fbe funk in a fwoon. At li1s£) coming a I itt le 
:to herfelf, Bbmdiman led her towards the tree, where, 
when fhe faw the other child was gone, who can exptefs 
the grief fhe endured ! " Al<ls !" quoth llie, " can thnc 
be in I he WOrld a W!etcb more encornpaffed with grief and 
forrow? Oh! Emperor, by evil counfel haft thou plunged 
me into this distrefs; but I call the gC'ds to wirnefs, that I 
was nevet faulty to thee in any point." Blandirr.on ar d 
the woman br<,ugh 1 her to a neighboUting village, where 
the::y lodged and nourilhed the Emprefs, tlll ihe had reco
vered her fhength.-Then B landimm faid uRto his Lady: 
'' Most honoured Lady, it was my chance (in feeking you 
in the wood) to meet with your brother, King Pepin., who 
demanded of rr.e wha t tidings? Btit his brows were bent, 
and full of anger agamst you ; wherefore my advice is, 
that you. make not towards him : for as foon as he heard 
that the Emperor hzd ex iled you, he gave crecfit that your's 

_was the fault , and lays all the blame on you." " Oh !" 
quoth the Lady, '' what I most feared is come to pafs:, 
;~nd I am befet with aoverfities on e\·ery fide: Well, my 
comfort is, lhe Emperor hath exiled me unjuflly. But 
what fh aH r do? l will never return to Paris, but rake my 
way to fome remote la nd; for 1t is better to fl y and fc.ve 
my life, than to fall into the hands of an ar.gry brother." 
Blandiman anfwe rm g : '' Lady, lea\'e off your tears, ar.d 
be affured of my conG a t fidelity; here, I offer myfe lf, 
life and all, to be at your fervice, go whither yon pleafe." 
4' Why then," repl ied the Lady, '' let us refolve upon 
fome strange adven ture;" and t h ere wit~al they p<:~ffed fort h, 
to expofe themfelves to fu ture dangers. 

. C II A P. 
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CHAP, IV. 

N OW the bear that had carried away one of the c'hil
dren, off~red it no violenc"! but bore it unto her cave. 

wh:ch was dark and oh !"cure, io be devoured by four young 
ones {he had the:re. Bur mark what happened. The young 
hears d1d it no ba.rm, but w_ith their rough paws, 11roked it 
foftly; and tbe (}.\d bear perceiving they did not devour it, 
fhewed a beanfh kind of favour towards it, infomuch that 
fhe gave it luck among her your-g <:>nes, for the fpace of a 
yeu. The cbilci, from the nourilhment it received, became 
rough all over hk e a bea ft.; and a-; he grew in. flrength, be· 
gan to range up and down the woods, and when he met 
w 1th othe r beafls would imite the.m_, fo that they began to 
fhun tfJe pld~e wherein -h'e came. · This be,dt-like life he 
paffed fi fteen years, growing to fuch fhength that fcarce any 
man or ·be:dl: dare fbr abr<~ad, left he lliould put them 10 

death. He wa5 called Orion; becaufe a b~ar had been his 
r.urf~, and allo becau!e he was grown rough like a bear. 
Tr1e renown o! tillS W'ild Man l"pread fo over all France, 
that the peo,ple of the coun:ry roundabout hunted him; but 
he p<lfred through them all, !"napp ing them in pi~ces. All the 
time he abode in the furefl: he neither wore garment, nor 
had any kind of lpeech. 

Now 'A e muft return to the Lady Bellifant, and her fer
Vilnt Blar,diman, who were travelling through divers coun
tries. In the midfl 0f her forrows, palling on their weary 
journey, fomet:mes bv fea fometimes by land, at length tb.ey 
Cdme to a port in Portug .. d, where fioort j:ln impregn11ble 
cafl!e, kept by a Giant, called Ferragus. Every fh rp ihat 
pafied hy i hi~ port was to pay tribu te to this Giant, wh1ch 
he h1mlelf went to rec ei vt>. Accord1ngly coming into the 
fhip when·in L=1dy Beltdant and her fer vant were~ he elpJc·d 
IkllJf.mt, wl-:~·m he k1noly led ir1t0 the ca[tle to his wilt:, 
who was a he<~u' i ful lady. Blandiman :~l ro followed his lady·, 
thotlgh 1n grerlt dre<~d ()f 1ne Giant; but he d1d not ofh~r any 
v·olenre. During her tJhnde 10 rhe callle, .BclliCant o!ten 
fht>d tears: wh~n fhe thoughr of the lofs of her rwo ch1l dren; 
which the lady of the ca1tle perce iving, romforte'd her, <.~nd 
took great delight in her company. 

B CHAP. 
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CHAP. 'V. 

THE Emperor having lhamefully expelled Bellifant his 

l wife, often repented, and w'ould have recalled her, 

but for the counfel of the Arch-Prieft. At lafi, having got 

all imo his hands, be began to enhance the cufioms and 

taxes of the city of Conftanrinople, which flruck to the very 

h~arrs of the inhabitants. It happened, rhat, according to 

yearly cufiom, there was held a great mart in the city, whereto 

reforted many merchant!'. The Emperor gave the charge 

thereof to this Arch-Prie!l. Now it chanced, that among the 

re!i: of thole that fold wares was the Merchant, of whom 

you have heard before. The Arch-Priell: feeing the Mer

chant, prelenrly knew him ; but took no notice of him, lell: 

all his villainy fhould come to light. The Merchant was fur

niChed with very co!lly wares, a.; cloth of gold, filver, filk, 

&c. and rook more money thau any five merchants beude. 

The fair being ended, the Arch-PrieH fent his officers tote

ceive his ·duties. One came unto the Merchant, and faid

., Sir, you mufl: pay ten-pence for every pound that you 

have taken; for fo it is ordered." The M~rchant, being 

angry, faid: "Curfed be that d if1oya1 Arch-Priefl:; for he 

is the caufe of thele new-raifed exatl:ions! lt had been bet

ter if he had long fince had his deferr, <tnd with lhame and 

infamy ended his days." At which words ihe Officer took 

his fiaff. and fmote the Merchant on the head, {o that the 

blood gufbed out. The Merchant, feeing the blood run 

about his ears, drew his fword, and firucK the Officer, that ' 

he laid hirn at his feet for dead; Upon this rhere arofe a great 

outcry thro ug hout the fair, fo that the reH of the officers 

(eized the Merchant, and brought him befcre the Arch-Priefl; 

who, determining to put him to dea!h, fe11t him to the Em
peror; but in feeking the life of the Merclunt, he purchafed 

h1s own death. The Merchant w;.sbrought to the Emperor's 

palace, where he in petfon fat as judge. Hereupon the Mt:r• 

chan t fell on h1s knels before the Emperor, fc:tying, " Mort 

excellent Prince! deign to give me an audience before thefe 

yotH 1 oble~, and 1 fhall unfold a rnaller that touches your 

pe:rlon ir. the highefl: de-gree." " Say on,'' fays tl1e Emperor. 

•' 'l hen, m.ghty Emperor, I would ad.-ife you to make fctf~ 

the ga'es round about your pal<o~ce, that none ciepart.'' Th;s 

ben,'-' dor: e, the Merchant uroceeded vvith a loud votce. t!lu~: 
v ' " L.Iear, 
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" Hear~ all ye valiant Lords, Barons, and Knights--This 

curfed Arch-Priefi, whom you ~ave brought to great honour, 
hath dece1ved. your truft, 0, mighty Emperor! for it is he 
that hath wrought all the difcord betwixt you and your vir
tuous lady, whom you have banifhed. For he fecrerly made 
love to the Emprefs; out fhe d€!nying hi:71, it drove h1m into 
a thou!and fears, left his difloyal all fhould come to light; 
and tbus he devifed to falfify her fidelity to your bed; of all 
which his accufations, I fay here, before you, that he lieth; 
and 1 will unfold tl~e trUih. After the bani!hment of the 
Emprefs, a~ 1 travelled through a wood, I efpied this treach
erous Priefl:, transformed out of the habit of his prie{thood 
into that of a knight. Drawing nearer, I beheld him in fight 
with a man unarmed, which I found to be Blandiman, fer
vant to ' the banifhed lady, w~10 conduCted her in her exJ!e. 1 

- called to them .to give over their fight; but they little regarded 
what I faid. Then l perceived the Lady piteouily weeping; 
who, at Jail, fa id unto me thus: ' Gentle Merchant, this 
tre.acherol:ls Arch-PrieH feeketh by force to rob me of mine 
honour, aftet having caufed my banifhment from the Empe• 
ror's bed and country.' With that I put fpurs to my horfe, 
and rode to feparate them; which the Arch.Prieft perceiv
ing, fuddenly fled into the wood, being fully affL\red I had 
knowledge who he was." 

The Emperor having. heard thts tale, fell into tears; and 
turning to the Arch-Priefi laid: " Ah, thou falfe fervant !\ 
have 1 ever fiudied to exalt thee to high dignities! and hall: 
thou requited roe 'Nith difloyalty and treafons ?" The Arca
Pr .. iefl perceiving the Emperor exafperated, entreated his 
Highnefs not to credn the ilanderous tale ofthe Metchant; 
''for he belieth me, .,.and I am;not guilty."" Tho~:~liefi~'- laid 
the Merch<int; " thou canft not excufe thyfelf in \At hat I 
have charg(~ d thee; and if thou fiill deny it, I challenge thee 
by fingle combat to maintain the truth." The Emperor, fee-

·ing the Merchant refolute, f~id: " Arch-Prieft, it is rime 
thou e1ther acquit thyfdf, 'or yield thyfelf guilty." The 
Arch-Priefl: replir-d : '' Mighty Emperor! I mult Jet you 
underftand that, to anfwer the Merchant's challenge is con
trary to my place and calling; for I am a facred Prelate of 
the Church, and therefore may refufe to fight." " N ay/• 
faid the Emperor,'( no excufe: you mull either fight or yield 
you.rfelf a ua.itor.'' So [he Emperor commanded them both 
· .B z · to 
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to fpfe keepil"lg, till he had fent letter5 to acquaint King 
Pepin of Fr_ance herewith. 
Th~ day of combat being appointed, and King Pepin be

ing come to J<.ome to aid the Pope against the Infidels, the 

Emperor dtTpatched AmbafTadors to bring King Pepin to 

Constantinople, to be an eye-witoefs of th1s combat, which 
was to prove the Arch-Priest a traitor, in that he had, by 
his falfe accufatwn, banifhed his Emprefs. vVr.en they mer, 

the Emperor, overcome with furrow and tears, c<;uld not 

uller a word. On the other fide, Pep•n, doubtful whether 

his fister was innocent or guilty: laid: ''Since my fister harh 

proved [uch a one, fhe is not wot thy of one tear i"r urn an eye 
I of your Majesty" " Nay" faid the Emperor,~· I rpeilk not 

evil against your fister; for !he is cumpufed of all virtue and 

honesty, and that, against all equi •y, I have banifhed htr out 

of_ my cc,untry." '' Think you 1o ?" quoth Kn-.g Pep·n, 

" then you are worthy of dt-uble rname, and fbew unl() the 

world your weaknefs, w hr:n, by repon of one man, yvu with 

fuch rigour proceeded against an innocent Lady , a11d (ilke a 

harlo t) threw her into bdnifbment, fhame, and difhonuur, 

being of the blood-royal of France." Tl:e Emperor, hearing 

the King fo bitt:!r i:lgainft him, fa1d unto hirn: -"Alas! my 
Lord, do not fo upbraid me ; for I have fent for you, that 
you may be witnefs of the event." 

C HAP. VI. 

T HE day for the combat between the Arch-Prieft and 

the Merchant being arrived, the Arch-Pr-ieft, in ar

mour emboffed with gold <tnd peal!~, came into the field, 

and to: k 1he place appo inted him at the end of th e lin. The 

E :P.pe1or, ber,oldmg the },ompous fbew that the A1ch-Pr !eH 

made-, called 1he IVlerchant , Cdufecl h m to kneel down, and 

dubbed hirn Knight; then comm<mded that a molt r ich ar

mour !hould be put upon him, and promifed, if he overcame 

the Arch- Prieft, to advance him to high authority. '1 he!e 
two adverl"arics mounied their hor!es, when the Emperor 

gave charge to his officers of arms to have a fpecia~ eye 
U fJ O:l the Arch- Prieft, for fear he fhould Dip away. 'I ~1e 

Me1 chant entered the liH, followed by a c<>ncourfe of peo

plf'. Then came the Arch-Prieft, 3ccompanied by Nobles 

and r nights. The combatants be1ng re&dy to charge, King 
Pepin called unto the Men;:hant, fa)'mg, •\ My friend. the 
· · godi 
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gods give thee vit1ory again!l this traitor! I vow before this 

- affembly (fo I find out the innocence of my fitter Bellifant) 

that I will take rhee into France, and make thee companion 

with the befl of my kingdom." The Merchant, wirh many 

thanks, faid: " Dread K1ng, I doubt not to rnake the Prieft 
confefs that he hath treacheroufly fou~ht the deflruRion of 

your filler." Thers c.ame a Herald, adminiflering to them 

an oath; ang ro, clearing the Jifls, left the champions to. 

their fortune. Now they put fpurs to their horfes, and ran 

with fuch fury toge!her, that their fpea1 s were broken to 

their hands; then charged each or her with their !words, 

witn fuch 'liolence, that they rebounded from their armour, 

cutting off whole quarters of their corflers. The Ard• 

Priefi, finding himfelf fo ftiffly matched, gave over the fight 

till towards the evening. However, at the next renco.Jnter,' 

the Merchant fo redoubled his firokes, that he fmote off one 

of his ears; but, wllh the violenc~ of the blow, the Mer

chant's fword fell frorr his hand; . which the Arch ~rieft 

feeing, put _fpurs to his horfe, aod charged him with fuch 

force, that he unhorfed the Me!chant, and in his fall his 
foot hting in the flirrup, whereby he was in great danger, 

the horfe hurrying him along the field. But at !afl: the Mer-: 

chant's horfe fell down, by which he freed his leg from th~ 

fiirrup, ar-Jd got upon his ~eet; he ,m~de a frefh aff,mlt upo~ 

the Ar.ch-Priefl, . againfl whom {hiking with great violence, 

he let his [word fall out of his hand; b.ut firfl: fo wounded 

him that the blood ran through _his armour. This fo. en- . 
raged the Pridl, that he turned his horfe upon the Merchant, 

thinking to over-run him; · but the Merchant drew a long 

knife, and plunged it into the belly of ~he horle, which 

brought the; horfe and rider to the ground. The Priefl being 

thus unhorfeq, the Merchant pulled off his helmet, in order 

to fmite off his head. The Arch-Prie!t, finding himfelf in 
fuch danger, faid: ''Give me leave to confefs, for I yield 

myfeif vanquifhed." The Merchant granted him his regudt. 

But the P~!dl: liad no fooner got on his feet, than, clal"pir,g 

the Merchant in his arms, he threw him on :he -groun~ fay-,. 

ing-·' I now h-ave the advantage, and thou lbalt ;1ot dca pe, if 
thou refufel1 what I fhall comma.11d thee."- '' Ah !" repl1ed 

the Merchant, "hafl thou thus betrayed me ?-\Vel!. wha~ 

is it thou cornmandeH ?-fo thou fave my life, I will' do it.'; 
'' Then" faid lhe Arch -.Prieft. ''go with me bef.ore the Em-

B 3 · peror 
-' 
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rerot and King Pepin~ and there, in the hearing of all men, 
·tefl:ify that thou haft falfely accuf~d me, and 1 will then 
fpare thy life." The Merchant, thinking it befl: to diffem
ble, thus anfwered: "Sir, your argumeotJ; are good; and 
there l will clear you from thofe act:ufations l have exhi
bited againH:. you." The Merchan: had r.o foonet got on 
his feet, than, fe1zing the Arch-Priell, he in turn threw him 
down. 

The Arch-Prie!t, findiMg hirnfelf beaten at his own wea
pons, began again tCJ entreat; but the Merchant prtfently 
put out his eyes, to prrvent his doing him any further harm. 
Then .the Merchant ~ call~d lhe Madhals of the field, and 
faip: " My request 1s, that you conduct Alexander, Empe
ror of Constantinople, and King Pepin of France, to this 
place, thdt they may be ear-witnefTes of the Arch-Priest's 
confeffion." 

The -Madhals did according tot he request of the Merchant; 
and 'ne Emperor, King Pepin, and all the Nobles, came to 
the place where the Arch-Priest lay vanquillied, Then tl.e 
Empe-ror demanded the truth, which the Arch-Priefi con
felTed: declaring the whole of his villainies, and how the 
Emprefs had been wrongfully banifhed. Then the Empe
ror and King Pepi11 ordered the traitor to be put into a caul
dron of boiling oil, and fo firiifhed his Jay~. The Empe
ror came before King Pepin, crying, " Alas! dear brothf'r, 
1 am forrowful in that I have aaed fo rafhly against your 
1ister; I crave pardon for my fault, and give myfclf into 
·your hands." King Pepin, perceivililg the Emperor fo hum
ble, kindly forgave hrm; and bef01e they parted, there wu 
a- general peace concluded, and thf·y agreed to fend to all pat ts 
c;jf rhe world 10 feek lhe distrefTed Lady Bellifant, King 
Pepin, having taken his leave, after a long journey ar.rived 
at Orteans; when the 'Squire that had rhe charge of Valen
tine, prefented him to the King, Jaytng, " Dread Sovereigr.! 
here 1 prefent yon the poor orphan that yc ur Majesty found 
in the forest of Orleans, and which you commanded me to 
!ee brought up: he is now growing to man's estate." The 
King called r his orphan {named Valentine) to him, and put 
divers questions to him, all which he anlwered with great 
modesty and wifdom; whereat the King was highly plealed. 
'' Moreover," faid his Majesty, "it is my will that the or
phan Valentine be kept with my daughter Eglantine, who 

JS 
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is fair, wife, and endowed \~ith aU the gifts of mture.
This command was accordingly accomplifhed, infomuclt 
that if one was but a lillie abfent from the 01her, there was 
a larnentatior1 till they came together agaio: but efpectally 
on the part of the King's daugh1er, 

Now Valentine was ever praal!ing in feats of ar.ns; and 
the King beholding his inclination, furnifhed him with ar
mour, horfes, lands, &c. On this account 1here arofe withif! 
the Court tr.any envious multerings 1owards him. But he 
bore it like a man, carrying himfelf fo humble, that he 
gained the love of all. V c.dentine thus growing tip in the 
efleem of the Court, it Co chanced 1hat there came into 
Orleans AmbafTadors from the Pope, demanding aid againft 
the Saracens, who had Jateiy taken the citY of Rome.
Kir.g Pepin prepared to make refi!tance agamfl th1s com
mon enemy; and appointed young Valentine a chief Com
mander. Fair Eglantine heanog this. fent a rncffenger unto 
him to come and fpeak w~th her. And when he came llie 
faid unto him, "Alas! Valentine, 1 undedl:and you are 
going to war. Gentle love, leave me not.-1 fwear by tho 
gods that thou art the on·!y man I woc:ld pin my(elf unto in 
marriage." The young man laid, " Madam, you know I 
am not a perfon fitting your ellate: make your cb01c-e elfe• 
where, and join toyal blood unto your's; and fb with all 
duty 1 take my leav~.'' 

The King and his retinue, taking their way from Orleans 
towards Rome, came to a mighry foreft, where his Majeftv 
calling his Lords and Barons togttper faid, '' My Lo1<.1s, it 
is not unknown tQ you, that in thefe woods (as report goc~) 
there liveth a Wild Man, much feared of by paffengers, 
which I long to behoid. The Lords confented to Ceek. him, 
and every way they beg•rt the wood, {orne in on~ parr, 
fome in another. The Kmg ventured fo far int<:> it, that he 
came before a cave, dark and obfcure, wherein the \V"Jid 
Man uled to hide himfelf, Orfoo ruChed out upon him, 
caught him in his nails (which were long and crooked) and 
cafl: him on the ground. The King cr·ied ou_t for help, 
whereat a valiant Knight at arms, perceiving the King to be 
almofl firangled, fuddenly d1ew his fword to run \he \,Y ild 
Man through; when Orion, feeing the giHtering it made, 
teft the King and ran furioufly upon the Knighr, took him 
in his arms, and overthrew him, borfe and all. The horfe, 

fore 
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fore affrighted, in a mad fit !"an up and down the forefi; but 

as for the rider (though a Kn1ght at arms) Orfon held him 

fafl: with his twangs and talons, and at !aft pulled him in 

· pieces. ln the mean time the King efcaped, and meerjng 

his company, related to them the great danger be had been 

in, and the death of the Knight: at which they joined them

felves together, and marched towards the Ci:lve, in oraer 10 

take Orfon alive, or put him to death in the cave. Bemg 

come thither, rhey found !he Knight Jead, and torn in 

pieces; but Orfon they could not find. "So the King per., 

ceiving their labour loft, fet forward towards Rome. 

CHAP. VII. 

TT INC PEPIN being come to Rome> belieged it, and 

.1~ ·after fomedays,called his Barons, and fpoke in this 

manner: you well kn.ow that the heathenifh Admiral of 

the Saracens hath put many Chrifbans to the (word ; it is 

our duty to 11y the fortune of a battle with thefe Pagans. 

Wherefore 1 would find ouc a man to bear unto the Admi

ral a letter of defiance in my name." King Pepin having. 

nnifned his fpeech, there was none amor1gflt~em made any 

anfwer. · At length Valentine fiepped before the King, and, 

faid, " Be pleafed t~ive me leave, 1 will undenake the 

me!Tage, and will not fear the Admiral." 
The King was pl ea fed, and called his Secretary, and or,. 

dered him to draw a letter of defiance, and deliver the fame 

to Valentine, which he accordmgly did; and then he took. 

his way towarJs the Admiral. · So comir1g into his pre

!en~e, he faid : " The gods preferve the noble King Pepin 

my lord and Coverelgn; and Mahomet, who~ thou ferve(t 

fave and defend thee, renowned Admiral!" \Vhen Va-

_lentine had thns fpoken, the Admi1al rephed: "Me!Tt:nger, 

return; anc. b1d King Pepin either to renounce his fauh, 

and believe on Mahomet, or Jook for no o ther than death 

to himfelf and followers." Valentine faid, " High and 

mighty Emperor, do not imagine that by pride I am come 

before you : I was accu{ed to King Pepin for a coward, 

!ince I came to this war: for which the King -vowed to. 

to rmile off· my head. Perceiving myfelf in dar,ger, I gave 

i-t out that l would come to y our court, and challenge yoll 

to break three fpears with me in fir.~gle combat," The Ad

mira~ hecuing this tale of Valentine, faid ,unto him> "Son,. 
1 fwcu 
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l fwear by Mahomet, that thou !halt not be refufcd; and 
that thofe Frenchmen that he }u fiege before 1 he cit~ mdy 

have a fight thereof, I wtll otder the place of j1• tHng to be 
without the walls." Valentine humbly thanked htm, and 
requelted that, fearing he fhould be fl.~in in the jults, he 
might have: a confdfor to give him abl'olution for his fi!1S. 
Then the Admiral commanded that a Priefl 01ou ld be 
brought him. The Prielt bejng corne, Valentt11e getting 
him afide, faid thus into him: "Sir, you ar-e. a Chrillim 
Prie_lt, and ought to defend che Chriltian fauh. Thts d<1y 
I am to juft with the heatheoifh Admiral, the gredte!l: 
e _nemy of Cnriliian people. Now I am well affUJed that a 

great number of the Saracens will 1ffue out oft he city to be 
witntffes thereof; there:ore you fhall g1ve v:"rnit1g tc\ all 
Chriflians too keep within the walls, anJ c.trm themfelvcs: 
fo when the Pagans are gone forth to brho:d the j Jlls, the 
Chrif1ians fuddenly !hall furiJrife th e guards that keep the 
gates, and fend a mdfage to King Pep!n of what is done, 
that he with his army may att.lck thof'e that ate without, 
while thofe within are f~t upon by the armed Chnftians; 
fo that in the end we may make a Oaughter of them, and 
the Chr.iOians receive b01h their city in peace, and their 
former liberty." The ConfefTor having pl"yed his parr, 
according to Va 1entine's inflructions, the Chnfi;ans within 
the city prefently made them!elves mafl:ers-of d:e gates; and 
King Pepi n prepared to relteve Valenti~e, if neceiTity te· 
quired. Tht firfl cr;utfe proved fo fierce, th:Jt the c-ombat. 
ants· fhivered both their fpears in fplinters. A fecond courfe 
was m~de out, in which V alentine proved v1aorwus; for 
witly his fpear he g:~ve the Admiral fuch a blow, tha he fdl 
from }:lis horfe d ead, whereupon the Pagans t:an at Valentin.e 
with intent.to kill him; but Valentine put Cpu1 s to his horle, 
and vtolently rufhed through the thicke!t of them, fl dy tn,g 
many of _them as he paiTed. King Pep10 coming up, was- fG 
befet by th~ . Pagans, that he was frnote off his horfe; which 
V dlenttne obferving, flew to h im <.~nd horled him again.
The b.attle now grew l'o hot, that the p,~g.ms were forced to 
retire to lhe city; but the Chriltia-ns \>\' ilhin tffued on them. 
and pho~d the fl:andards of Kin g Pepin 0:1 the walls; which 
the Pagans difcovering, took to fl 1ght ; and thus the city was 
again rdtored to the Clu iibans. 

CHAP. 
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CHAP. VIII. 

K ING PEP! N, having expelled the Pagans out of Rome, 
returnc;:d to Orleans, where he wasjuyfully welcomed 

Ly t-lis Queen, and her fair daughter Eglantine: which !aU, 
upon feemg Valent!ne thus accofied him :-'' Valenttne, 
f..arne lays you are the champion that drove the Pagans out of 
Rome." Valentine repled :-a Madam I have dune Jirtle 
deferving p1 aife." As he {poke thefe words, Haufray and 
Henry (two men of envy) entering the chamber of Eglan
tine, iaid :-" What do you in the chamber of our fiHer ? 
lt is no place for fuch !hagglers as you are." Valentine 
anfwered, " Wrong me not; for I entered not the chamber 
of your fifiei· to her difhonour. vVhat, though 1 be poor, 
and know not my parentage, yet I am not fo bafe as to offer 
violence unto any lady, much lefs the blood of .kings."' And 
therewithal he departed. The fame day Valentine walled 
upon the King at dinner, which being finifbed, the ~ing in 
the hearing of Haufray and Henry, and all his Nobles, he· 

·gan thus:-" My Lords, here is Valentine, that faved my 
ltfe when I was in danger, therefore for his good fervice 

·towards me. I freely give him the Earldom of Clerimont of 
·Avergne." Valentine returned t;nany thanks. 

But here let us leave them a little to fpeak of Orfon, of 
-whom complaints came unto the King from ev2ry fide; 
amongft the re(l- was that of a poor man, who faid unto the 

-King:-'' Sire, I am come before you to make complaint 
•agandi a wild man in the woods. One day, as I and my 
·w1~e pa!fed throu.gh the foreft, carrying bread and other v~c-
tuals, the \Vild Man came upon us, took it away, and eat 
every bit; and more than that he violently abufed my wife." 

, The King was dis"po[e:d to make himfe:f merry with the poor 
man. " My treafurer (faid he) fhall ·fee refiitution made for 
the lofs of thy victuals; but as fot thy wife, thou mufl bear 
the burthen thyfelf." After this his M ajdl.y caufed a pro
clamation, declaring, that whosoever could take this Wild 
~Jan, alive or dead, lhould have a thoufand ma1 ks for hi$ re
ward. '' Royal fir," {aid Haufray, " here lS Valentine 
whom you h ave advanced to high dignities, he is fine!t to 

~be employed to fetch in this \Vild Man; ar;d if he can •an
t=tudh ltlim, ther1 let him have E glant ine in marriage." The 
King hearing thefe words of his fon, [aid, " Awa'j ! for thy 
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fpee~h favourelh of nothing but envy. I am w1llmg th.n 

he go to my daughter wHenever he pleafe." 

Haufray was dif"plcafed at this apology for V-lentine; h11t 

Valentine, well obf~rving him, broke forth in t he !e words : 

-" Haufray, without any caufe you have fpok t> n ill of me; 

and your will is, that I f11ould undertake the con que (~ of the 

Wi id Man, ordv that l might end my days.-We!l. he1e be

f.:ore rhe King, I t.ake a folemn oath, that I wdl li nd uut the 

Wild Man, fig!lt, and either bring him al1ve or ~ad: or elfe 

leave my carcafe as a witne[s in the field. But fhuuld I 

conquer and live, l will lec:tve this country rill l have found 

my lather; as a lfo whether I was born in wedlock, <1nd 

how I came to be left an infant in the '" o.od." The K ing 

perceiving what danger V c:tlen_tine had plunged himfelf into. 

grew exceeding angry, and calling unto Valentine, faid :

'' My child, to fight the Wild Man is defperation itlelf: 

Therdore let not the evil words of a few m21l~cious perfons 

make you cefperate.'' Valentine repiied: '' Pardon me, 

my liege. They call me found brat, which grieveth my very 

lou!, for indeed I know not what I am ; where fo re I relf 

determined, and to-morrow will fet forward on mv enrer

priie." The- lady Eglantine mi:lde great lamentat-ion for 

what had happened, and next morning fhe [er,t one of her 

maidens to Valentine, to bid him come a_nd f?e.ak to her be

fore his departure; but Valentine begged to be excufed for 

not complying with her requeft, and foon departed. 

c· HAP. IX. 

N O\VValentme being i::ome to the forefl, and putting on 
his helmer, rode about all day feeking the Wild Man, 

but in. vain. Night drawmg on, be tied h!s horfe to a tree, 

and be(ook him (e lf to the top of 1t for the night. In the 

morning he looktx.i rou-nd, and efpied the W ·ild NJan (Or fon) 

runnH,g too and fro about the forefi: ar length_ he came to 

the place where Valentine hap tied h is horfe;whic h he 

bega':l to claw and te ar. _ Th~ bode- flung and . ki'cked ex

-ceedingl,y; whil tt Valentine noted the terrible -appearance 

of the vVdd Mc1n, and beg_?n to be afraj,d. Orfon H:Jll kept 

tearing the horfe; ~nd, notwithHanding his ki'Cks and bite~, 

caugh-t fafl hotd of him, Jn· order to rhro'w him down ; when 

Valentine c-ri~d ,out aloud:-" Wild Man, leave my h01fe, 

and 1tay till I ,co~ne do w n~ and w ith rne - thou rn a1t hav-e 
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figh1ing enough." The Wild Man, hearing a fhange voice, 
luokerl up to 1he tree, and efpying a man there, made figns 
to pull h;m in pieces; upon which Valentine drew his· 
!word. and leaped upon the ground <.lofe by the 'vVild l'vLm. 
Vvhen Orion f.tw the (word, and that Valentine offered to 
fmire hrm therewith, he leaped back from the flroke; bnt 
fi;ddenly turned upon Valentine, and threw him to the 
ground. Valentine felt rhe · fhength of the \V1ld Man fo 
great, rhat he had no hnpes of el.caping. When he faw 
that by fYrength there was no hopes to overcome him, he 

'-.dr.ew out a fharp-p<>1inted kniFe~ and fmote Orfon in the fide, 
fu tho! the blood lifued out abundantlv. Orion, all enra2t>d, 

' a 
gove ftJCh a rr.~nek, that the WOOds echoed again at ·the found 
thereof; and fiercely afTaulted Valentine with his £harp 
nails . . Vi.!lentine, norwith£hnding, made again upon Orfon 
WJth his fword; but Orfon, recoiling back, Hepped up to a 
tree ha;_9 by, whic.h he pulled up. Vv'1th this he gave Va. 
lentme f'uch a blow that he fdl upon knee; however Valen· 
tine recovering, the fight continued derperate between 1hefe 
two brethren. 

Orion was fo f1 r• ng, that he c.ou ' d h a ve \iJic d V alen t!tle, 
.had it not been fur his fword. L o ng time th~::y foug!n, t dJ 

~ . . ., 
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they both grew faint. Then Valentine lool...c:d v i(l:fulJ _, 
UflOn Or!on, and faid thus: ,, Wild l.\1an, wherefore den 
thou not yield unto me? for here th{)u livefl like a bcaO, 
having no knDwledge of human foc1ety : Come tby way 
with me, and I will g1ve thee food, and clothe thee in ap· 
pare! fitting human fhape." 

Orfon, understanding he meant him good, fell upon 
his knees, making figns unto Valentine to forgive him, and 
he wou!J fubmit unto his command. This was gre.::;tjoy to 
Valentine, who then took Orfon by the hand, and fhewed 
him by figns to go on before: till they were out of the wood; 
for he would not trust him behind. Being out of the wood, 
Valentine took off cne of his girts, and bound both his hands 
fast to his body, that be fhould not attempt again to do him 
hurt; and in this manner, mounted on horreback, he led the 
\Vild Man l!ke a beast. 

Valentine took his \vay towards Orleans, there to rest 
that night; but the inhabitants, perce1ving the \Vild Man, 
ran inro their houfes, and fhut up their doors; upon which 
Valentine called unto them, faying, "Open your doors, and 
fear not." ·1 et they would not gjve him fuccour. Then 
Valentine, letting loofe the Wild Man: made him figns to 
run against a ga:e, which was an inn; which he did with 
fuch violence that it fell off the hooks upon the ground. 
Then Valentine entered the houfe, and the Wild Man with 
him. But when the people faw the gate broken down, they 
all ran out at the back-door. Then Valentine went to the 
stable and put up his horfe; and Orfon went into the kit. 
chen, where there were capons and other provifions roast
ing at the fire. Valentine made figns to Orfon, that he 
lhould turn the fpi1 ; but as foon as Orfon understood the 
meaning, he fet his talons upon the meat, and tore it from 
!l'c fpit, devouring it as greedily as a ravenous wolf; and 
efpying a cauldron of wa.ter standing by, he put his head 
into it like a horfe, and drank extravagantly. Valen!ine 
madf' !igns unto him to forfakethe water, and he would give 
h:m wine; and therewithal took a pot, and led him into 
the cellar. 'vVhen Valentine had drawn the pot full, he 
gave 1t unto Orfon; who, tasting the liquor, found it to be 
\'ery good, and drank alt of ir, and threw :he pot against 
the ground, making a fign for more. Valentine fi 1led the pet 
ag,ajn; .,,: hen Orfon) efpying a little bowl, put the wine mto 
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it, and canied'it to Valentine's horfe; but Valentine made 

figns. that his hOI r~ drank not bing but water. Then v alt n

tine hastened to fupper. making Orfon Gear him comp<.m • ; 

but Orfon drank fo freeJv of the \ivir1e that he became drunk, 

and fell afleep by the fir'e. Valentine feeing what had hap

pened, punched him with his foot, t!lat it awoke him; and 

on Valentine's making figm to him that there were people 

~bout the houfe, Orfon fudcenly arole, ?.nd catching up a 

great log that )ay in the chimney, raTl fu furioufly against 

the gate of the l)oufe, that il 01ook again. At this V dlen

tine fell into great laughter, and made _ t.o Orfon a fign to 

fear nothtng; rj:>r he W{Juld be his watchman. But Ot iun 

\'\'auld n.ot fleep again without the log in his arms. 

vVhen ~orning was come, Va!enttne took to his horfe-, 

leadtng Or !'on, bound as before, towards · Orleans, and the 

next day came to the cit Y• The ir~habitants, perceiving the 

Wild lVL1r11 fhut their doors, and got into the h;ghefl rooms 

to gaze out of the windows. Valentine rode ull he came 

to the palace-gate of the King. But ,_,,;hen the Porter faw 

Otfon, be kept the gate !hut! till Valentine, .with a loud 

voice, [aid, " Fear not; but go and tell tf.!e King I will 

4bi.eld him and his whole Court from the fury of the Wild 

Man; for 1 have riJade him fo tame that l1e wi:I not hUJ t 

~ny one." Then h~ took Orfon hy the hand, and led him 

into the crmrt, \Vhen Bertha and fair Eglantine heard that 

the Wild Man was come, they ran to tl,eir chambers for 

fear. Valentine went into the great hall, where the King 

and his Noblesjoyfully welcomed him home. King Pepin 

gazed on the Wild Man, and {aid: "He is of a proper 

mould and flature, and, though roui?.h, yet, if he was 

c;\othed, he would become the ilia!Je of a wonhy Knight." 

Then Valentine laid: '' My Liege·, it is requifite that he 

be baptiud." The King faid, " Let it be done," Then 

Ot fon was ordered mto the ball, to fee how he wou~d be

have; when, feeing tbe meat, he took as much as he could 

grafp in his hand, and devoured it. Valent ine made figns 

10 him, that he c.lid not well, whereat Orfon fee:ned afharncd; 

hut the Kmg was much delighted in his 1 udenefs. Odon 

lnving got a pot of wiiie, drank it off, throwing the pot on 

rhc ground. 1 1 ight being come, Va ;cntine and Orfon were 

c onduHcd to a Lhamber and bed; but as luon as Orl'on C!l

lcrd, he laid fll:TI dtJwn on the ground, and r~:!l a!1:::ep. 
CHAP. 



· .\LF."STI?\E A::\D ORSO • 

CHAP. X. 

· GLAD was Lady Eglantine that 7a!entine haJ con

. quered the T\Vdd Man, and fcnt him word to bring 

the Wild Man into her prefence. Then V a Ientine led Orfon 

tn Eglantine, where were feverallad1es to behold him.

Orfon, in :r merry humour, made divers ligns unto the La

dies: at laf} Valentine info1 med them that he would gladly 

k :fs fame of them; whereat they began to laugh. \Vhile 

· he ladies were in the chamber of Eglantine, Haufray went 

to Hen7, and faid, '; B rother, the honour of this fCJundling 

encreareth-we mufl feek fome remedy for it." Accord

ingly rhey ru!hed into the chamber of Eglantine, and fiau• 

fray thus began with Valentine: ' 1 DJ1oyal man, now !halt 

thou know the confequence of thy villainy in di!honouring 

the Kmg by abufing our firter." \Vith that Haufray called 

Valent1ne a traitor, and fmote him on the face. Henry, on 

"the other fide, with a glave, thought to have fmitten him tn 

the cMth; when Orfon gave Haufray fuch a flroke with his 

rough hand, that he felled him: and then running to Henry, 

girdF.d him fo between his arms that he would have deflroyed 

him. Haufray and Henry then made great complaints · 

againfl: Valentine and the Wild Man, faying, "Father, this 

Valentine hath• brought hither the Wild Man to work our 

-overthrow; aurl will 010rtly do the fame again!l: your royal 

perfon.'' The King hearing this complaint, fent for Valen. 

tine, to demand the caufe of this diforder. Valentine heiog 

come, faid " Dread fovereign, 1 was in the chc1mber of your 

daugh!-er Eglantine, accompanied with divers ladies, that 

• defired to fee Orfon: I know not why, your fens entered, 

charging me that I had abufed your ·~~ughter; and Haufray 

{mote me on the face, and Henry, lifung up a glave, thought 

to have taken away my life; which, when Orfon faw, he 

fmote them both t'o the earth. The King faid, '' ls that 

true that you have laid?" "Upon my life" faid V<~lentint>, 

''all that I have fpoken is true." Then laid the K :nF,

,; Or.on hath done nothing but that which he ougl1t to 

have done-. As for you , Haufray and Henry~ I fee tlJJ t you 

are full of malice <~gainil Valentme; therefore, I charge yotl 

from henceforth tbat you aitempl no ill againll: him. \Vnh 

t his anfwer HauFr~' and Henry deparled, r .. nrowfully mor. 

l!fied. 
C 2 Va~entine 
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Valentine O:aid in the .K ing's Hall with the other Nobles' 
and Orion went into the kitchen were the cooks were pre
pa i ing fupper, and elpying two capons, eat them up raw, 
like a hungry dog. The Cook, fecmg him eat up the 
<:apons,_ took a pefl:!e that. lay by, and gave him ruch a blow 
that he made him bow therewith. Orfon, in remrn, took 
the _Cook up between the legs, ,md threw him down upon 
the ground, and had like to have beaten him to death,-
TJdings beir.g brought to the K ing that Orfon had flain the 
Cook , he ordered Orfon to be brought hefore him, and fig
n d1ed unto him that he ihould be hanged ; but Q, fon 
fetched the pefl:le, and made Ggns how the Cook had bea· 
ten him therewith; wherefore the King commanded lhat 
none !bould offer Orfon any injury. 

Not long after the coming of Valentine and Orfon in!o 
the Court, Duke Savary fent unto King Pepin, to requdt 
his aic again fl. a certain Pagan, called the Green Knight, 
who had befieged his confines, and intended to have his 
daughter by force of arms.-The King promifed him affi((. 
ance. Now this Green Knight was brother to Ferragus, 
the Giant, that kept in his Caftle Lady Bellifant, rhe mother 
of Valentine and Orfon. Aceordingly both armte~ met ; 
when the Green Kwght, wirh his battle-axe, flew two 
valiant Knigh:s; upon which Duke Sa,•ary came up to en. 
counter him. But it was reported of the Green Knight, 
that he fbc~mld never be overcome by any but a kiMg's lon, 
and one that had never fucked the breafls of any woman. 
Thele two valiant leaders fought long and fiercel y ; but the 
D uke was furround ed, an-:! being taken prifoner, was carried 
befo;e t he Green Knight; whereupon the Green Kn ;ght 
began to rev ile the Duke in this manr1er: ''Now th:n thou 
<irt my vaffdl, and I have powtr over thy life, give me thy 
daughter Fezon to w ife, and [o redeem thyfelf; or be- "-ffured 
l wtli have her againft thy will." To this menace the D uke 
rhus a1 fwered : ' ' P roud ar.d infolent Saracen, I will never 
content to thy having my daughter; except thou wilt be 
bap•ized ." The Green Knight replied, "I am bound to 
Mahomet; but thy daughter's beauty hath fo enthralled me, 
that I will oH-.er thefc conditions-That thou !halt find out 
a Knight within the fpace of fix months to encounter me; 
and if Jl happen that he can cor.quer me, I vow to give up 
thy daugh~er; but if I prove £onqueror, then thou !ha lt 
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relign thy d.mghter to be my lawfui wife." To thefe att:

cle~ the Duke agreed, and a truce was accorciinglv p ro

cl,llmed. Duke Savary repaired to Acguitain; an d l11 s 

Counfdlors heariPg what had pafled~ adv ifed him to d:[. 

patch meiTcngers into all lands! wit!: this advert ife ment :

'' If there be an y Knight whatfoever that Jurfl encounter 

the G1een Knight, for the love of the bt"autiful Fezon, he 

fhould lay down his gage, and fo be anfwered." Ar,d ac

cordingly letters were fent into twe lve Chrifl:ian lands. 

CHAP. Xf. 

DUR lNG the truce between Duke Savary and the 

Green Knight, King Pepin went againfl hi s encmie:-s 

at Lyon!', attacked King Larnpatris, who h ad a hu ndred 

thoufand men, and forced him to refire into a ve ry flrong 

city in Monemarch. King Pepin befleged and took it, and 

then return("d to Paris. Beine informed of the truce which 

Duke Savary had made with '"the Green Knight, the King 

faid to his Barons, '· \Vho is he among{t you that waul<).: 

w in fair Fezon, by fighting in !lngle combat with the Gre fJ 

Knight; whom if he conquer, the Duke will not only g ive 

·hirn h:s daughter~ but one half of his po!Tdllons." Now nvne 

of the Knights durft ~o~ndertake the enterprilc; which Va ., 

Ientine perceiving, faid un!o the King, "If it pleafe you: [ 

will venture my Hrength with the Green Knight.'' "Valen

tine," faid the K ing, ·' I freely give thee !eave, on condi-. 

l ion that after-thou haft tried thy manhop.d with the Green 

.Kn1ght, thou return, if thou efcape wi;J'{life." To this Va

·Je o:ir,e confented. But when £>rlanfine heard that he was 
0· 

gc>ing to Acquitain, D~ c fent for bim, and bur fling into tears, 

iaid, " Ah, Valenttne! I perce·lve you are refolved to leave 

FraDce." "Lady," faid . he, " 1 bear upon one of my 

D10ulde rs a crofs, whtch is of the colour of gold; of which 

fi cr n I know not what to think ; but refol:ve never to refl: 

t iTI I have found out the place of my nativity. And have,. 

ing 1 hus fpok e n he depart~d: 
Valentine ret o ut on hts J OUrney.-Haufray and Henry, 

con fp ired to bring him and Orfon, who went with hin:t., ~o 

an untimely d ea th; and that a !lrong part} fhould lle 10 

ambu!h tu iet upn n VAlentine and Orlan on their way. Tbe · 

plac~pp<Jin~ed for this villainy was a f01efl:. According!Y 

when V ak.ntme and Orfon drew near, out. fteps the Capta tQ , 
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of the ambufcade, named Grygar, accompanied by his troop, 
and aiming a furious blow at Valentine, uttered thefe words, 
" Yield thyfelf, or receive thy death." Valentine, amazed 
at baing thus furtdenly encompaffed, drew his fword, and 
gave the fii n that encountered him fuch a blow upon the 
head~ that he clave him to the teeth. Ot fon perceiving Va· 
lentine thus to lay about him, rent, tore, and bit them with 
his teeth, that they felt to the ground one upon another.
Valentine , feeing himfelf thus fupported by Orfon, made 
tOv\' ards Grygar 1 but being too forward, he plunged himfelf 
,o far into the th10ng that he wa~ not able any longer io 
wield his fwotd; and fo was taken, bound, and carried 
<nvay. Orfon, perceiving Valentine thus hurried ftom him, 
:ran ::tfter them, making a hideous noife, but he could not 
overtake them. So they hurried Valentine to a ca{Ue in the 
n"li dfl of a forefl:, kept by a coufin to Grygar. Here he 
confined him in a dungeon, till he acquainted Haufray and 
Henry with his proceedings. Now Orfon to0k his way 
towards P4ris, never rdling till he arrived there: yet Gry
ga r had got there before him; but their cemfort was that 
Orfon could not . fpeak, thinking thereby to avoid being 
u fpeaed. S() they agreed that Grygar lliould return to the 
Ca ll ie, and put Valentine to death. But their counfels were 
•wt.rthrown; for Orfon came unto the King's Palace jufl as 
~~· eKing and Nobles had taken their feats for dinner; when 
n!cJking a mournful noife, he ran along by the table, looking 
ve ry fiercely upon every man, and making many fearful 
1igns. At laft, efpying Grygar, he ran furioufly at him, 
{mute off one of his ears, put out one of his eyes! and broke 
out one of his teeth. The King quefboning Orfon con
-;:errring this behaviour~ he in formed him, by figns, how 
Grygar had flain Valentine in the forefl; adding that he 
wlluld be revenged for his death, and clofed his fift in great 
rage, in roken of defiance. King Pepm! perceiving by his 
aCtions his meaning, faid, ' ' My Lords, you fee th1s Wild 
Man hath challenged G1ygar to fjght him.-1 cannot but 
marvel why he fh ould fix upon Grygar above ail the knigh!s 
here affembled. I fufpea {orne bidden fecret, and would 
have it tried by combat. The Nobles <~ g reed to the King's 
propofal. Then faid Grygar, " Mighty King, let me requcfl: 
you to d1fmifs me from this combat; for it is not man to 
man, but a wild f.avage to encounter with a man." " Nay," 
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faid the King, " the reafon for granting it is, that the t rea
fan of which Orfon by figns has accufed thee, might come 
to light. You lhall enrer the field well armed and well 
moun red; but Orfon !hall be on foot 1 and fhall bear no 
weapons." \Vhc:n Orfon gathered from figns that he fhould 

_fight Grygar, he was as glad as Grygar was forry. 

CHAP. XII. 
~HE place of combat being appointed, Orfon attended 

i in readinefs. Grygar being entered the lifts, rdw 
Orfon, and began faying, " Villam, thou hall: offered me 
great wrong, in putting out one of my eyes; but 1 will 
Jl!ake thee acknowledge that thou hall: falfely accufed me." 
Orfon !hewed him his nails, an~ gnafhed his teerh; whereat 
Grygar fuddenly couched his fpear, ~nd ran at hirr. ; but 
Orfon giving back, Grygar was difappointed of his mark, 
and ran his fpear fafl: m the ground. Odon feeing his ad
vantage, caught Grygar's hot fe fa fl: by the neck, making 
him fo furious that he overthrew his rider. Orfon now 
encountered Grygar on foot and fmote off on~ his arms, 
and then gave him fuch a wound, that quite cut him to the 
reins of his back. Grygar cried out moft piteouOy, andre. 
quefl:ed he might be carried before the King; to whom he 
declared that the contrivers of the plot wert': Haufray and 
Henry, his fons, at whofe infl:igation he had confined Va
lentine in prifon, and defi,gned to put him to de<!th. The 
King therefore commanded G1ygar to be hanged on a tree. 
He then made hatle to th~ prifon where Valentine lay, 
Orfon running by his fide with many figns of joy. 

King Pepin being arrived at the Caflle, weut to the dun· 
geon where Valentine was confined and brought him forth. 
Valentine fell on his knees, and gave him many thanks for / 
his deliverance. The Nobles alfo cold him how Otfon had 
fought with the traitor Grygar, and overcome him; where
ac Valentine m-ofl ardently embrc:tced Orfon._ The King 
then faid unto Valentine, '; Seeing thou art thus delivered 
from thy enemies, I would advife thee to ab1de with me." 
Rut he repl1ed, Dread Sovereign, pardon me, for I \'\ill 
never return agai(} till I have found out my parents; and [o 
1 humbly take my leave of your MajeHy. 

King Pepin then returned to Paris, and Valent ine and 
Orfon took their way to fight the GrcenK night. VJhen 

they 
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they d rew near Acf!uitain, they met an ancient man in the 

h abi t of a pilgrim. This man was Blandiman, '·"q.urre to 

the Lad)' Bell1fant, whom he had left in the Ca.flle of the 

G _;ant Ferragus. Valentine demanded who he was, and 

whence he carne. '· S1r." faid the Pilgrim, "' from Cun

flantir,ople; but l could not enter the ci~y by re ~ fon a PagaH 

Soldan bad bef1eged it. I take my way to Paris, for 1 have 

a meiTage for Ki ng Pepin, from a filler of his named Bel li

fan!, that long }~_ath been banifhed from Confiar1tinop!e 

wrongfully, and is now in the houfe 0f a Giant that ulerh 

her honourably." Valentine then inv1ted him to return to 

Arqt.:aitain, telting him that he was goi ng to li ght the 

Green Knight. But B!andiman repl ied, ''My la dy h at h 

put me in trufl of her affairs, and 1 viii difcharge the duty 

of a fa.ithful. fervant towards her, The P il grim being gone, 

Valentine .looked long after him. At la 0: arriving at the 

Palace of Duke Savary, he fa!d, " Great Duke-1 know I am 

come hither to combat wi · h the Green Kn1ght; and alfo to 

bet10 ~ d the beat,J tcous Lady Fezon.'' The Duke then fa1d 

unto him, "Knight, fince your coming hither w as to com

bat the Green Knight , go falute my daughter, and yo u iliall 

receive from her a ring of gold." 

The Duke conducted Valentine and Or fan i nto the H.sll 

of the Palace, where fifteen other Kni~hts were affemhled. 

Vatentine beheld her; and advancing, he faluted her thus : 

H L:1dy, the gods preferve you from the Green Knight, who 

is nor worthy to touch you r lips. Pepin, the mighty K1ng of 

France, hath fe n t me hi the r to prefent to you the mort pu;r. 

fanl mc:n on rhc earth .lthat feareth no man, nor any weapon, 

though he cannot fpeok: and wh0m, 1 am a[fured rl 1e 

Crecn Knight is not able to withftan~." Sir," faid the 

Laoy, " 1 am much obliged to the King of Franc e , and al[o 

to you. But why is t his worthy champior. r10 befler 

cloa rh ed, for methinks he is weil formed, and of a pleafant 

counte:1ance." " Lady," faid Valentine, ''he nc·.-er vvure 

ga1 ment t ill very lately, w hen1 l caufed this ja('ket to be made, 

moreover, when be firfl came \nto Pa1is he was quite naked, 

a nd his f1e!b fu hard, thac he feared nellher wind no::- C<;!cf." 

\Vh ile Valentine was fpeaki;.g ·hefe words, Fezon beheld 

01 ion very wi{l.ful ly, lor fht was in love vith him. H t 

V cJkntine again thus fpake: " Lady, for myfei f I muP. r :1 v 

f<1mcthing alfo; know, then, tl at on~y for lo.:e of you?<! ·e 

I ven~urcd hither, to try my for c.ne with '.he Green Kn1:-.·1 , 

-
a·ld 
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and, either, as conqueror, deliver him into your hands, or 
!ufFer death, as many have done before me." " Why then, 
f.air Knight,'' replied fbe, H God be thy fpeed I and there
withal drew forth two rings of gold, giving Valentine one, 
01fon the other. Then, with the other Knights, they were 
welcomed with great feafiings; during which Fezon flill 
fixed her eyes on Orfoo, as did Orfon his on her, with ex
ceeding gracious afpectli. 

Now, ·in the mid fl. of their fea{iings, the Green Knight 
came thundering at the gates, to have a fight of the lady Fe
zon; for it had been a condition between the Duke and him, 
thar every day he fbould behold Lady Fezon: and being en
tered, he cried out with a loud voice, " Valiant Duke of 
Acquitain, have you any more champions to fight with me?' 
The Duke anfwered, H Yes, I have within my palace fix
teen valiant Knights that mean to try their fortufle with 
thee." "Then," faid the Green Knight, "let me fee them." 
and therewithal he entered the Hall, flernly beholding all 
the Knights one af:er another. At length he fpake to them 
in this manner: " Make the mofl of your time, my Lords i 
eat, drink, and be merry; for to-morrow it will fall to your 
!hare to be hanged on the top of my tree, as many have done 
before you.',. At which haughty words Valentine grew ex
ceeding angry, and faid, " Proud Knight, there vaunts
might as well bav~ lain [mothered in thy breafl: ; for I tell 
thee, to-day is come hither a Knight that will hold thee tack 
more than any that ever yet encountered thee." Now Or· 
fon, underflanding that Valentine fpoke this of him, and 
alCo knowing it to be the Green Knight faluted him with·a 
fierce vifage, and whetting his teeh, leaped from the table, 
and taking the Green Knight by the middle, threw him up
on his neck, as if he had been a little child, ~nd afterwards 
again{t the wall with fuch violence, that he lay as dead; 
then fitting himfelf at the table, as before, and laughing he 
made figns that he would bear upo'1 his neck !hree fuch as 
the Green Knight. At this fudden action of Orfon, all the 
Knights faid," Now is he come that fhall overthrow the 
Green Knight.'' The lady on the other hand, beholding Or· 
fan's valour, was inftantly overcome with love of him. 
After fame time the Green Knight recovering, began thus, 
-'

1 Lords, this vVild Man no~ came upon me unawares, 
but to-morrow morni ng I will make him an example to all 

·Knights, 
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Kr:ights, I will ordain a gibbet for him, higher and fironger 
than for any that fnve yet been vanquifhed ; and thert:!Ji"l 
1 will hang his be:~ illy corpfe for bealts ·and birds to make 
their prey. 

CHAP. Xllf. 

O RSON perceiving the Green Knight threatening him,. 
began to chatter,and making figns that he woutd 

t!ght him on the morrow, took off his hood and threw it on 
~ he groi.md as his gage, which Valentine feeing, fpuke thus 

tt) :he Gr<:>en Knight: " S1r, the Wild Man cha!lengeth 
you, and in token thereof hath thrown his gage; which, if 
your fl:omach ferve, I advife ·you to take ~..:p." But the 
Gteen Knight replied never a word. Duke Savary being 

prefent, faid tmto him, " Sir Knight, I perceive the battle 
will grow ilrong between the Wild Man ana you." The 
Green Knight fwore by Mahomet, that ere the monow's 
fun was fet, he would try the utmoll: of his !lrength, for he 
!hould never return again fro·m the field, but be hanged a. 
great deal higher than any of the reil ; and with thefe words 
he left the Callie, The firfl who was to fight with the 

Gr~en Knight was a Knight 9f France, called Galeram, who 
laid, " Lo1ds, fo you be pleafed, I am the man 'to make the 
fir11 trial." To th:s they agreed, and ptefently he took 
leave of the lady. The Green Knight perceiving his a p· 
proaeh, fet fpurs to his horfe, and encountered Galeram fo 
fiercely that he fmote him off his horfe; then fudcenly 

aligh :ing took off the helu:.et from him, and, notwithftanding 
Galeram acknowledged h1mfelf va~quiihed, he hanged him 
on a tree, as he had done the refi before. The next Knight 
was named Tyris, he was run through the hody at the firfr 
recontre, and hung up. Or on perceiving :hat Galcram w<Js 
put to ceath, made f1gns that he would fight with him pte· 
fendy, without letting him have any refp ite; but Valentme 

a nf we red him again, by figns, that he would fi rfl go try his 
own fhength with h1m. V .denti ne mounted, and pu~ting 

fpu:s to his horfe, took his way toward~ the Green Knight's 
tent, who. efpying him, wc.:s more fearful of him than d all 

the refl; faying, '' Knight, fee'tlthou yonder tree? There 
fl1al l thou find hang!ng a green fhield; fetch it hither to 

me, and 1 will reward thee liberally." " Sir," faid V alen

lllle, " you have fervants enough of your OV\n; knd them." 
lly 
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'' By my law," quoth the Green Knight, '· ) ou f11nll eitl1cr 

bring the 01ield, or e lfe you fhall never cof'guer m;:-." \V hen 

Valentine had conf1de recl there word:; he wde tCJ \Vards the 

tree ; but he lofl his labour ; retu.r ning unto the G rt>c n 

Knight, he faid," Go f .;: lch thy fhield thytel f, for I cannc't.'' 

" Frier.d," [a id the Greer. Kn·gh t, '' fh a\1 1 tdl th ee where. 

fore I lent thee? That fhield WJS gi\'en to me by a Fa·n·,. 

and therein re m'i ineth such virtue, th at no man, be he ever 

fo 11rong,- can tak e it f1om the place w here it is filflen~d, 

f.av e him alone b'( w·ho m l fhd !l be overcom~. The c!ou~t 

-"I !lood in of thee ther efore m ade me fend r he·'; but liTl ce 

thou didll not gel the fhield, 1 a dvife t hee to retur n and Ia 'e 

thy!df. Furth~r knov .. · th is there is not one livi:~g that can 

vanquifh me, except he be :he fon of a kin.~. and hath Of'\·e r 

fucked the breaft of any woman. At thd'! wotcls Valen. 

tine mounting his horfe, re1urnecl to tl1e city; whereat Duke 

£a vary and his Lords were exceedingly jrryful . Or !on ran 

ancl caught him in hi~ arms, and kifTed h :m . " \' lllf'ntine.'' 

faid the Duke, ''you have efcapcd \\e ll ," '- (;raC!(jiiS 

Duke," faid he, " I can make but fm al l boa n ; but 'O· 

morrow there is appointed a n ew tna1: a ro d the v ;El.ury 

will light upon whom the gods pleafcs to favour." A 

fumptuous fupper was provided, wbich being ended 1 Valen

tine withdrew himf.elf to his priva:e chamber. 

CHAP. XIV. 

VALENTINE, as he lay in bed, thmking on what hap-

pened the day before, began to realon thus:-'' Of a 

t :uth I am not .that King's fan that fhould overcome the 

Green Knight; for I can neither remove the fhield he fent 

me for, nor w as I nourifhed withoHt the brea[i of a wo

man. What if Orfon fhould be armed in my fiead ?" 

At break of day Valentine arofe, and told Orfon, by ligns, 

to put on his armour, take his ho•fe, and make towards the 

Grc:en Knight, to fight with him. Orfon, underflandi r: g 

his in:ent, danced up and down joyfully. He d ecl ined, 

however, Val~ntir1e's hotfe" and arms; deflring only a cluh, 

and that he would have no other armour. But Valentine 

gave him to underfland · that he mu (t put on the fc:~me ar

rr.our, <Jnd ride on the fa me horre, 1 hat the Green Knight 

might not know but th at it Wil S Valentine. Orren ag!ccd 

t:., it; and , betng dl.rmcd like \ ·il:'3n!int>, took leave of the 
Du!·; <', 
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Duke, and embraced Valentine. But before he mounted, 
he went to take leave of the Lady Fezon; and gave her to 
unde1 fl:and that, for the love of her, he would fight with the 
Pagan Knight. The Lady made a llgn thai lhe loved him 
well. It was not long before Orfon got to the pavtllion of 
the Green Knight, and fmote the top thereof with his !"p~ar, 
fignifying defiance. The Green Knight fwore by Mahomet, 
that he would lower his pride: fo moun!ing his fl:eed, and 
couching his fpear, he entered the field. Orfon, feeing him, 
feemed to give ba-ck, as half afrai-d; but prefently encoun
tered his antagonill: with fucil force that horfes and men fe:l 
to the -earth. Upon this, Orfon threw away his armour and 
weapons, and fuddertly caught the G1een Knight fafl: by the 
arms, cafl: him on the ground, took off his helm, and held 
him down, fo that he was forced to yield to his mercy: but 
Orfon, remembering his cruelty to other knigh1s, would 
have taken away hts life, if Valentine had not made figns to 
Orfon not to kill him; when he thus fpoke unto the Green 
Knight:-" Proud Knighr, feeing · how you bave treated 
vanquifhed knights, by hanging them on yonder tree, fay, 
why you yourfelf fhould not now be hanged on the higheft 
branch?" "Alasl" faid the Knight," I truu you will fpare 
my life!' "No," faith Valentine,'' except upon condition; 
firfi, That you renounce Paganifm; fecondly, That you go 
into France, and, tell King Pepin, that by Valentine and 
Orfon you we're overcome in fing!e combat ;" whicb condi
tions the Green Knight bound himfelf by oath to perform. 
T~en Valentine made figns unto Orfon to let the Green 

' Knight arife. Being on his feet, the GtePn Knight fpoke 
thus to Valentine:--" Sir, it was you that combated againft 
me ,yefl:.erday, and none but you did I ex pet! this day ; but 
I fee I am conqueted by the man tha•, in the Duke's palace, 
threw me on the ground. Then," faith the Green Knigh r, 
" fend the Knight that hath conquered me to yonder uee, 
and, if he bring away the lhield, I !hall be affured he is the 
man that fhould conquer me.'• Valentine made a fign to 
Orlan to fetch a·way the lhie!d; who H.tetching out his a1m 
to take it down, it fudden!y leaped into his hand ; fo he 
hrought it 10 th e Green Knight. When he faw that Orfon 
had the fhield, he fpake thus:-" Alas! it has ever been 
reported, that he who might conquer me fhould be no le & 
' han a fon of a King and Q ueen, and fuch a one as ne vt I 

fuc r;w 
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fucked the breafl:. of any woman: and this I fhall prove by 
my filler Clerimond, who h~th a head of brafs, that telleth 
her the adventures and fortunes that to all her generation 
!hall befal. Likewife this head will continue [peaking, untd 
fuch time as the moll worthy Knight of the world, and the 
only man to have my fdl:er Cleri::7lond to w1fe, enter the 
chamber where it now Handeth; and he being once entered, 
the faid head !baillofe its virtue; wherefore, fa1r Knight, l 
am !lrongly inclined to believe you are the perfon dcitin~d 

-to wed my filler." 

C H A ·P. XV. 

T HE Green Knight, having made this motion of the 
marriage of his !liter, gave unto Valentine a ring of 

gold, upon condition that he wou 1d carry it unto her. And 
th.is ring Valentine accepted, !"aying, he could never refl:. till 
he (hould fee the lady. After this, the Green Knight and 
Valentine and Orfon enter.ed the palace. Duke Savary faid 
unto his daughter: " Behold here the CJreen Knigh(!-This 
valiant Knight, that Valentine hath brought, hath conquered 
my enemy; fo may he likewife conquer your love." The 
Lady anfwered: " My Lord and Father! I fubmit to your 
pleafure, Befldes, your promife is pafl:, that whofoever fi10uld 
vanquifh the Pagan Knight, lliould receive me for his wife. 
Now, my Lord, (according to your promife) you mufl:. deli
ver me to him, and I accept him as my fpoufe." The Duke 
then fent for a Prie!l, who forthwith contraCled them. This 
ended, Orfon made .ijgns unto the Lady, that he would not 
live with her till he had got th~ ufe of his tongue, and Va
lentine had conquered the love of the Lady Clerimond. 

Tl e day was fpent in great banquetings; afrer which every 
man betook him to his refl.-Valentine and Orfon being 
lodged moil: richly. In the dead lime of the nighr, an An
gei appeared unto Valentine, faying, "Valentine ! fee that 
in ,the morning thou depart the land, and take along w1th 
thee Orfon, and get thee into the cafile of Ferragus, whe1e 
you will find the Lady Clerimond, by whom thou !halt 
underftand whence thou art defcended.n This vifioFl much 
e:1gaged Valentine's .thoughts; and, day being come, be a~d 
Or !on haftened unto the Duke's paloce, where the Green 
l~nJgh t fp~ke un:o the Duke in this manner: "Moll: re-

D nowned 
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· nowned Duke! I .freely confefs m yfeJf · vanqui!hed; and 
'lherefore renounce all right unto your daughrer, upon con· 
clition tha~ you caufe me to be baptized " Whereupon, a 
Prieft being fent for, Valentine b~gged that the name oft he 
knight be called Pepin. The Duke confenred unto Valen
tine's demand; fo he was catled Pepin. Then Valentine and 
Orfon departed towards the Lady Clerimond, to find out 
the cafUe of ferragus; and the Green Knight took the road 
Lor France .• 

CHAP. XVI. 

A BOUT this time, Blandirnan, 'Squire toL~dy Bell,[ant. 
arrived at King Pe-pin's court, in the habit of a pilbrim, 

'· Wonhy King!" !"aid Blondiman, " 1 am no p1lgrim ; but 
only to come more fafely unto you 1 have taken this habit. 
\rVherefore know, that I am a meffenger fent from the Lady 
your fifter, who, by falfe accufation5, hath been banifhed her 
country by the Emperor Alexander, and at this time liveth 
!n great forrow of heart." The King demanded where hrs 
fifler was? Blandiman replied: "1 know where fhe is; 
but have given my word never to difcover it: but, worthy 
Ying, if you doubt hn loyalty, 1 !hall bring you a man that 
vvill fight t1 c quarrel to prove her hone!ly/' " Nay," faitl 
the Ktn~, "1 .have feen enough t~1creof by the dowFlfal of 
the Arch-Priefl:; alfo l have made grea r enquiry 10 hear of 
her, but cannot; but that which mofl: grieveth me, is, that 
!he was great with child when fhe was banifhed." '' My 
Lo•d," {aid Blandim3n," my Lady being taken exceedingly 
111 in the foreft of Orleans, difpatchcd me to get her the help 
of woman; bur, e1e I could return, ilie was delivered of two 
fons, one of which was carried away by a bear into the wood, 
ilic never knew whither; which lhe followed fo long, that 
ac lalt ilie fell down in a fwoon. 1 took her up, and com. 
forted her as well as I could. At length, being fomewhat 
rect•VI2red, fhe unfolded the manner of the lofs of one of her 
children; .and tr,e other, ilie faid, was under a tree where I 
hacl !eft her. I, hearing her fay fo, hafl:ened to the place; 
but, aias ~ I could not find the other child. This accounr, 
wor•} y King. is grven you hy that Blandtman~ whom you 
ar poi:,rea to a•rcnd you r fifter when !he marn~d the Em
pl'r;.r of Greece." The K;!1g, afl:onilbed, cried out, "0 
bLwd ,md t,! B. ndiman! How long ago is it fince what 

you 
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You have t0Jd me happened?" " My Lord," faid h , '; it 

was that dav you met me in the foreft of OrlPans" Then 

pref~ntly c~me into the King's mind the finding of Valen. 

tine, and how by him Orion was conquered Ill the fame: 

wood; i:vhence he concluaed, that thelc were the two \1 :bes 

brouo'lt forth by his !lP.:er: wherefore. fend1ng for the Ouecn 
0 - ~ 

an.J all his Courtiers, he la1d unto them: '' I h<!vt lu1;g 

110urdhed in mv court \Talenrine; and now it do1h plainly 

appear he was brought forth 1r1 the foren by my hlle.r I.:e\lr

fant, in her exile, ar.d Orfon i-; hi~ brother; and both <He 

fons to the Empe;·or ot Greece.'' \.\!hereupon .King Pq,in 

made a f9lemn vow, that he wonlo go in pcdon inLo G1cece, 

to tell the Emperor the gladfome tidtngs collcet n;ng his w1fe 

Bellifant an<i two fans, 

c H A P. xvrr. 
1'./ ING Pepin, being arrived at Rome, in hi~ \l:ay to 

J..~ Greece, receiveJ the news that the Soldan of E . .svpl, 
Wiln a mighiy at my, had befieged Conftant11.op!e; where

upon craving aid of the Pope, forces were railed in all the 

ternrories of the Cl!urch; and King Pepin. coming to Con~ 

fiantinople, found the city ~efieged, ar.d the Emp\!ror clo1e 

confined within it. But King Pepin refol~ed to fight his 

way ; and rent letters to the Emperor, to m<-d~e a .... 1gn_rou.:; 

fally at fuch time as he fhould give the on!e.t: The K:ng, 

upon this, ~o:harged the Soldan's main body; and the E.rnpe

ro1· 1lfuing out wJth his army, the Infidel~ were in a manner 

hemmed m. King Pepm, pref11Ag on, cried, •· Courage, 

noole brother! and you fhail have news of your L~uy l~el

lifant;" which made the Emperor encourage his men to tile 

utmon. The King of Sclavonia, commg in wiL!1 so,uoJ 

men, rcft:ored the battle, which continuer! bloody and doubt-

- ful. At length, Krng Pepm anci the Emperor, finding they 

were over-numbc,ed, and that the enemy continually re

ceived frefh lue<, ours, thought fit to re111e i11t0 the city; 

where we m!...lft now leave t 11em, clol"ely uegut with a h ·:_;:::, 

and t:nduring extreme famine. 

CHAP. xvnr. 

A FTER many days trave"l, Vaientine and Orfon lighted 

. uoon an dland, in v. hich Hood the caflle which the 

Green lzn,ght had direEted him to, and Wr!S in tile keeping 
D 2 · uf 
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of L.ady Clerimond , wherein flood a Head of 13rafs, "" hich 
gave an !wer to any thing that was demanded. Valer;tinc 
and Orfon tried to get entrance, but were reG !led. 1 hen 
Clerimond, leaning out of a windo w, {a_id: "What are 
you, who dare offer to enter my caflle without leave ?"
" L ady,'' faid Valentinre, '; I_ am ·a knight, that would gladly 
fpeak with the Head Oi Brafs; becaujc, as 1 underllalld, Jt 

refolves- all doubts." The Lady faid, ·• If you bring any 
fign from rhe Gree!l Knight, you may frtely enter; or yol!l 
may try your valour., by running fix wutfes with the Senef
c.hal." This Valentine cha fe . The Lady, feeing his hardi
nefs, fell in love with him ; and going into the chamber 
where the Head of Brafs was, faid unto it, " \i\lho is that 
1;-night that wou ld enter this caflle ?~> ''Lady,'' faid the 
Heac, "of that knight you !hall know nothing until you 
l1ave brought him before me.'' • 

CHAP. XIX. 

"l I J IT HI N the caftle there was a dwarf named Pacolet, 
V 'V · famous in necromancy, and he had a wooden horfe, 

which, by means of a pin that he fixed on the head: con vey ed 
him to any part in a fhort time. He mounted his horfe, an d 
flew to Portugal, and acqua in ted Ferragus with h is f1fler's 
proceecl1ngs. Ferragus was exceedingly angry. He bid Pa
colet return and acquaint his filter that he would come in 
perron to vifit her. 

\Vhen Pacolet returned, Clerimond was angry he had not 
informed her of his departure. Valentine: called Orfon unto 
h im, and cut the thin thread from under h is tongue; and he 
then related the \\-'hole of his life in the forefL 

Shortlv after, arrive d Ferragus at his fifler's £ante". 
·rhen Valentine faid: ''Sir, within your caille you have 

a Chriftic:m wom?. n, who is mother unto me. Her name 
)s Bcllifant." ' 1 You fay truth ," !aid Fen a gus, Hand you 
fh~ll go with me, that you may behold he r, and my fifter 
l1kevnfe; and the n I intend to folemni ze you >: nuptial day. 

They all departed for Porlugal; and when they arrived 
there, Ferragu~ ordered Valentine and OrCon to be commit
tt>d to a dungeon; which gr;eved Clerimond exceed ingly. 

· •B ut Pa6olet, by enchantment, brought them both before their 
mother; who, having been informed by Clerimond that her 
f,;ns were prifoners in the caf'tle: as foon as !he fa\-v them, 

foe 



fbe ernbrated th e m , faying, ''A la s, m y ch ild ren! for yo ur 

fake-s have [ Cuffe red much; but fince 1 hav e leen and em

braced you, all my griefs an~ v a n ifhcd." 'I he n Pacolet co n 

veyed them fafe from Ferragus to the <:afi le of C lerimon d . 

CHAP. XX. 

SOME time a!"rerwards, F t· t ragus decl a red w ar a ~a infl: the 

a.. Duke of Aquitain. Va lentine and Orion j o 111ed th e 

Duke's fo rce s, accompanied by Pacolet. A blood y ba tr!e 

enfued, in w hich the Duke was taken, but was refcu ed Ly 
Orfon; for which the Duke promi led him h1s daughter Fe

zon (pot know1ng it was Orton to whom he had promired 

his daugh !et bdure). Valentine and Orfon being in dif'guile, 

\·vhen the batt le '"'' a~ ended, they rc:paired to the .D u ke'.; pa

lace, where the Du ke introduced him to his daughter; tell

ing her, by th at kn ight he: was refcucd from Ferragus; bid

ding her, at the fame time, accept him for her hufb and. But 

fhe refufcd ; having promifed her hand to the knight who 

var.quifhed the Green Knight! vVhen Orfon heard th at, 

he went out and threw off .~is difguife, and h e and Valen

ti-ne entered to the great joy of Fezon and the Duke. Then 

Orfvn and Fezon were marned, in the prefence of Lady Bcl

lifant ar.d Ckrimond : Valentine and Clerim<,md were alfo 

m :~rried. 

Vale n tif.1e departed for Co nO antinople, accompanied by
Pacolet, and th ey arrived the next night at the Imperial Pa· 

1ac:e, where fat King Pepin and the Green Kn ight, at fupp e r 

wi th the Emperor. As roon as King Pepin faw Valer:tine, 

he exclaimed-• • Great Emperor! behold your fon !" The 

E mper or then emoraced him, anu wept, faying, " Son, t l. e 

traitor w h o acc uf ed your mothe1 ha s fufT~ 1ed, confdllng hi s 

gudt. S ince t hat, I have fent into all nations, to learn wh at 

is uecome of her ; bur a ll in v-ain." "Father, " Caid V <:d e ntwe , 

" · laft n ight I fa w and c;onvcrfed with her." \ V.hen the Em 

peror h ea •d t h is he was e xceeding joyful. 

Conftant i no ple~- at this tim e , wa s be fieged b y th e SHareri ~!· 

in fomuch t ha lt he in h a b itant s we; e in g reat dd lre f:;. v ede n• 

tnfc and !he Cr~e n K n ig ht i!Iued out, wi 1h 2.000 tJHII , and 

gai ned ~00 chariu ts la<ien With p1o vi fi ous . B ill V ":!en t in e 

and t he {;rFen Knigh t we re. tdke n priro n ers; b u1 Pacc;le t 

wen t t<J them in tnc nigh t, a nd, p la c ing th e m u n h :, "'uu<h· n . 

ode: ccHn.t d tLem fak !0 Con[l<-~n·tJnou J e . 
C 11 A P.· 
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CHAP. XXI. 

T HE Giant Ferragus being determined to be re
venged on Valentine and Orfon and his f1rter Cleri

mond, feot a me!Ienger to King Trornpan dcfirin g his 
a.iTi!hnce, and to bring Adrimian the enchanter, to con
found Pacolet, to whom he was well known. Adrimian 
feeing Clertmond, afked " who that lady was?" " It is 
Clerimond," faid Pacolet. At night, Adrimtan enchanted 
all within the court into fleep, and getting Pacolet's horfe, 
he placed Clerimobd thereon, and turning the pin, he ca r
ried her to Trompart's tent, who fet ting her on the wooden 
horfe with himfelf, turned the pin the w rong w ay, carried 
her to India, where the King ordered him to be b ehead ~d; 
Trompart having before killed the K ing of India's brother. 
Cierimond was led to the King, wil.ere he offered her mar
riage; tow hich fhe agreed to, if he would confent to her 
remaining fingle a year, as fhe had inade a vow not to 
marry till that t1me, to which he agreed. 

Pacolet was exceedingly vexed, when he found Cleri
mond and his horfe was gone, he immediately went in d if
g ui fe to Addmian, and when he was ~neep, cut off his 
head ; he then went to Ferragus's tent and enchanted him 
fo, that he made him run by his fide to Acquita in, w h ere 
the Duke put him to death. 

CHAP. XXII. 
~HE- ~mperQr and K :ng Pepin i!Iued out of the city 

J.. to a ffaul t th e e nemy 1who had fo lo ng be fi eged it . 
\V hen t he Duke o f Acqui tain with h1s forces carne up, 
and gain ed a- co mp le: e victory (t here were wi t h the Duke, 
Bcl'tifa n t, the wife o f the Emperor, ancl Orfon, her fon , 
wLo m the Emperor h ad no t y et fe en ). 

\Vhen the battl e wa s ended, V a lentine brough t Orfen 
hefore the Empe ro r, faying ," th ete is my bro ther Or fon :" 
then tne Empe ror embraced hi m. 

After thi~ they fct out to v J!1t the ten t of the Emp re fs 
.B~l1 la:1t , \\'hen rhc .Emperor fa\v hi s w1fc, h e 1n tear s 
em::-:aced her , He thr>n req uefl:ed he r pa 1do n for th t 
wron~s done her. which fh e frcc!v gave. A fte r which, v J / 

il ·.e 3 ·.vc the ~', l erchnt, w:.o pro vtd her inr.ocence, a 
· · ,<J;.~!"a.:-:d JY.a' k~ vf gold. 
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Valentine enquiring for Clerimond, found file WtiS 

taken away by Trorr.part; he the!l vowed not to 1efl: till 

·he had found her. 
The wars being ended, King Pepin, Orfon, and Lady 

Fezon returned to France, where Haufray and Henry 

plotted againlt the life of Orfon, but were frufl:ratcd in all 

their dcfigns. 
Valentine now fet out in queit of Clerimond, accom pa. 

nied by Pacolet; being come to Antioch, the K10g fum

maned them before hlm: " Chnftians," faid he, " you 

rnufl either renounce you faith or fight a Dragon, feathered 

like a griffin, with a head like a ft:rpent, and a fling within 

her mouth." 
Valentine chafe the latter : he caufed a fhield to be 

made, with fpikes a foot long. He then put on his armour, 

mounted his horfe, and went forth to feek the Dragon; 

coming within fight of her, fhe beat with her wings, and 

cafl: out of her mouth fire. Valentine leaving his axe 

at his (addle- bow, went toward the Dragon, who lifted up 

her paw, which he caught on the fpikes of his fhield, 

which made her cry out horribly and draw back. Valen

tine purfued 1 gave her a blow under the ear that he broke 

his fword; he then drew a knife and ftuck it in her throat; 

he then ran and fetched his axe, and giving the Dragon a 

blow on the the tail cut off mofl part, which [o enraged 

1he beafl that !he flew at Valentine's head, which he pre. 

vinted by thrufl:ing the axe in her throat, and fhe fell down 

deaEl. 
Valentine having overcome the Dragon, the King looked 

upon him as a wonder of the age: the Kir1g then bc~ame a 

Chriflian, and ordered all his f'ubj~B:s to be baptized: after 

this, the Queen Rozamond'~ father Brandiffer, beir.g in

cenkd aga1nft her hufband for changing his religion, {ei zed 

on him, and putting him to death, took away h1s dciughter 

RozJmond. In their voyage home they were driven into 

Chretope, a city on the coaft of Greece, where was the Em

peror of Gr£ece and the Green Knight, who were fcized 

by Branciiffer's troops, and confi:1ed m a cafUe at Lize, 

in which he put his lwu daughtc;rsj Rozarnor1d and 

Galozy. 

C II A P. 
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C H A P.. XXlfi. 
THE year being now expired that Clerimond had afked 

for, the King of India now came to her to perform 
her promife; which, in arden to a void, f11e feigned mad
nefs, and this !he d1d fo naturally, that none uf her at
tendants dare come near her. In the mean time, Valen
tine, hearing that King Trompart had been flam by the 
King of Jn·dia, and that his fon Lucar had aflembled an 
army to re\:eng~ his death, he· entered into the fer vice of 
Lucar, thinking thereby to garn tidings of Clerimond. 
Lucar Cent Valentine with a letter of defiance to the King 
of India, which enraged him. He then ordered Valen
tine to be put to death, unlds be could produce any wken 
from l{ozamond, Lucar's wife, who had a fincere affection 
for him, but was given to Luear by Branddter her fath~r, 
apainft her confent. Then Vaientine del1vered unto him ,, 
a letter, which Rozamond had given h1m privately to de
liver to :he King of India. He then (the King,) enter· 
tained him fumptuousl;r; and gave him liberty to return to. 
Lucar. 

The next day Lucar marched to attack the King of 
}ndia,- taking with him Rozamond. When the King of 
J mba heard Rozamond was there, he was exceeding glad. 
He then made a fally. and going to l he tent 6£ Rozamond, 
placed her behind him, and rode away with her. Bran
dJffer being told of lf, l)e immediately purf.ued her. She 
pleaded as an cx cufe, thinking it was the Baron, whom her 
hufband had !ent to convey her away from the field uf 
battle, to whit:h Lucar gave crcdir. Soun afterwards, the 
King of India made a tecond attempt in wh1ch he fuc
ceedcd, and carried her away in fafety w the city, lntelli~ 

gence was now hrought to Brandiffer, that King Pepm 
had lflid ficge to Angary, where his lady then lay in 
child-bed. Brand rffer then ordered J oo~ooo mer1, com
manded by Murg<~I<J.n t and Valentine, to gu <~gair.fl: the 
Ch rift1ans. Valentine then ordered Paco!e t to acquaint 
King P<"pin and Or (on with the defign uf Brandiffer; this 
Lc dtd, and Rdvifed KiPg Prpir1 to make an attack on tb.e 
Pagans iu the drad of the night. Pacolet by h1s an calt 
them into a defp fleep, by wh1ch means the Pagans we1e 
_!f.!! c u! to meces, and !he citv of Ano01y taken. r 1 o . , 
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Vdlen~ine then returned to Lucar, carrying with him the 

body of Murgalant, who was fbin, wh:ch Lucar cauted to 

be honourably buried. 

CHAP. XXIV. 

I T was now agreed between Brandiffer and Lucar, to put 

to death the Emperor of Gteece, and the Green Knight, 

whom they had confined. 

Valentine and Pacolet then departed to releate the Empe

ror and the Green Knight, and to feek Clerimond. About 

this time King Pepin had a dream, wherein he was ordered 

to go to Jerufalem, to vifit the holy place. Odon, My

Ion Daugler, and the twelve Peers of France, offered to 

accompany him. Thus attended, they fet out. Haufray and 

Henry plotted again!l: their father, to deliver him into the. 

hands of .Brandffier. Henry, however, embarked v.· ith his, 

father, but Haufray went to India; and offering to deliver 

Pepin and the Peers of France into .Branddfcr's hands, pro

vided he would give him his dawghter Galazy in marriage, 

Bri! ndiffer gave him a letter for his daughter, in which he ac .. 

qua inted her with the whole matter, and defired her to in{lttl; 

fuch punifhment as his unnatural conduEt deferved. W1th 

th.:tt, fhe ordered him to be thrown into a r:lungeon; where. 

to his furprife, he found the Emperor of Greece, Orfon, and 

the Green Knigh•. 
Valentine and Pacolet left the Saracens in India, and (uon 

arr iyecl at Angary, to wait the return of King Pepin lrom 

J erufalem; but during King Pepin's abode there, came Bran

d:ffcr, Lucar, and the Indtan King. Lucar informrng t he 

King oF Jerutalem of the lo(s of Angary, reque{}ed hrm to 

deliver Pepin and his fuite into his hands. The King of Jury 

then commanded them to be brought before him. Pepin 

propofed for his [on Henry to pafs for him, which he refufed. 

Then Acquitain's daughter perfonated King Pepin, whilfl. he 

carried his hat and fcarf in gua!ity of a · page. They were 

then delivered up to Brar.differ, who confined them in the 

caftle of hi5 daughter Galazy. But the King of India defu tng 

to have the page (Pepi n) who was of fmall ftature, for his 

dwarf, he carried h1m to India. · 

It was the cuftom of the King or India to fend, food at 

every meal, ta Clerimond. Pcpm was appointed to carry it, 
Pepiu, 
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Pepin, pitying her condition, fhe unbofomed hertelf lo him; 
telling him how f11e was he1rorhed to Valentine. Pepin wa.s 
tran!ported with joy at this difcovery, and cned out-" l 
am King Pepin, Valentine's uncle." At this C!erimond 
fwooned; but heing recovere_d, Pt>pin ir:Jformed her be would 
acquaint Vale!1tine where iht was. 

N-ow the twelve Peers of France, and Henry, the King's 
fan, were con6ne:d by Brand1ffer in the fame dungeou wHh 
the Emperor of Greece, Orfon, the Green Knight, a-nd 
Haufray. . 

Brandiffer and Lucar went to lay fiege to Angary. Soon 
after their arrival, Pacolet went to their camp, pretending 
friendfhip for Lucar'. Having caft Lucar into a profound 
Deep, he {;cmveyed him to Angory.. As foon as Lucar per
ceived the trick, he plunged a knife into Pacolet, who in· 
Hantly fell dead. 

Valentine exchanged Lucar for Pepin, as he fuppo{ed; 
which p-roving to be Aquitain's daughrer, he then heard that 
his uncle was carriea to 1 r:dia. Vale!'ltine, having at this 
time the Marshal of India prifoner, he exchanged him for 
h1s uncle, Kmg Pepin, by wh~lm he learned whe1e his Cle
rimond was. 

Valentine refolving ro-Cleliver Clerimond from the King 
of lndia, we n t there1 under the cHguife of a Phy[lcian, pre
tendir.g to cure madnefs, he accordingly was introduced to 
Clerimond, where he dtfc0vend himfelf to her: no words 
can exp1efs their joy at meetin~. Valentine efpy1ng Pdco
let's horfe in a corner faid, '' vV,tll our old friena'& horfe, 
we wdl make our efcape." They accordingly moun·ed the 
wooden hurfe, and !urning the pin towards Angary, i:lrrived 
t!:e next mornmg, where he was married to C !erimond. Va
ientine fooo after made him!elf mafler of the caflle in which 
his father, and the refl were impri!oned, and openmg th e 
door of the dungeon, they all came out ami embtaced hiw .. 
Aftt'r a few days fefiivity, Haufray and Henry returned ro 
Fnmce: and Valentine to Angory, leaving the Emperor, 
Otfnn, and the Gree,n Knight, m polfeilion of the c:aftle. 
\\'here Orion became enamoured o f Galazv. Haufray and 
Ueo1y foon afterwards caufrd their Father" and the Q .uCt'n 
to be murdf'redt and there brother Charles to be ta ,en 
privately away. . 

llrandiffer an<.l his allies laid fiege toAogory: which the 
Enipt<ror . -
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Emperor, Or fon, and the Greer, K '1ight hearing of, went to. affi!t Valent ir,e. In their way, they fell in v . .rith a body of Brand!ffcr's troops ) whom they defeated; the Empe10r t rdered all his companions to P'll on the armour of the Sar:~cens which ptc.ved f.:~! a! to bin:. \' alenlirJe l>etng engaged with the P<:~ ga ns, Lucar W3S slam. At this time Lite Emperor and Ot!on coming up, \-ale:-ttine thru~t his fpcar through the Emperor, who feE dead. V a!enrine cned out " Mont joy vive Gt eece." Bur Orfon wept and faid :" Brother you have flam your fa ther." \ Vheu Valentine heard this, he fell fron t, his hut re : but he was prevailed on to remount~ and rufhing on ro the battle fl e w King Cht ifto, and Brandiffer, when the Pagar;s faw that they fled on all ftdes. 

The next day, Valentine cal:lted the body o f the Emperor to be interred; but cou ld not· be comforted. He and Orton returned into Greece, leaving the Green Knight at Ango ry. 

CHAP. XXV. 

T HE Emprefs after the lorrowful death of het lord, re· 
commended her Ions to govern the kingdom jointly. But Valenttne being troubled in mind, went on a pilgnmage where he met with a Hermit, who enjoined a feven years penance; to eat that w htch fell from hi's own table, <Jnd to lie under the flairs, and kee p filence during that time. Valentine then returned di fg uifed ; and did as the Hermit ordered him. 

Hugo, King of H-ungary, demanded Clerimond in mar· riage, ofTuring her Valentine was dead. He in order to obtain her, got Orfon and the Green K.nig_~t into his power; forged lettc;:rs as com ing from Ot !on, aifurjng her that his brother was d~ad ; with tnat fhe gave him hopt::s. 
Valentine all the time obrerving her pitied her d ist refs. Seven years bein g elapfed Valentine was warned by an An .. ~el, that he mult quit the world, at this news he by his gel:. tures (for he was not abLe to f'peak) exprcffed great j oy: he making figns for pen ar1d ink, wtote 'down that it was himfeH, who, lived like a pilg r im ; inclo!lng h alf a ring, which he had received ft om Cieri monel , put b is name to the let ter, feale:d it, thtn flrc chu:i himfeJf out and died. \ Vhen Orion beard of the fupp ,,cd piig nrn's d~;:~tlt, he wa~ mtJ cl1 grieve?, and altemfted to tc.Jke ~he Jetter ou-t af his hand, bul aT! m 

va1n,. 



50 TIIE FAMOUS HISTORY OF 

vain. Then came Cleri'1JOEd, and as foon as ihe laid hold 
of the paper the hand opf'ned of itfelf. The_ letter being read 

' great lamentation was made for the death of Valentine, 
particularly by Clerimond, who c;ould never be prevailed up· 
on to enter into a fe.cond. marriage. 

Orfoo governed the Empire feven years and had two 
fons. Orion, in confequence of his wife dying, retired to a 
Forest whe1e 1)~ haq a vil1on~ glorious b ng defcription. 
Re:nrning next day to his Palace he {aid to the Green 
Knight, " I lee the uncertainty of the world, I refign my 
children unto you, for I will fpend the remainder of my 
days in folita1 y contemplation.'~ Then taking folemn leave 
he went back to 1he forefl:, where he fpent the remainder of 
h1s days. The Gre<>n Knight faithfully governed his child
rent fo that they carefully !pent their time on e.anh and fol. 
lowed lheir Father to his grave. 

F. I N I S. 
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