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PREFACE. 

"Hawkins' Picture of Quebec with Historical 
Recollections" was published in 1834, and from 
the beauty of diction, interest of narrative, and 
accuracy, it at once took its place, as all that was 
needed as a Tourist's Guide. But as time passed, 
the edition became exhausted, and latterly so ex­
tremely scarce, that seven dollars have been paid 
for a single Copy. Previous to the publication of 
~H awkins, there had' issued from the press I)f 
Thomas CaTY & Co., in 1831, a very useful little 
work of forty two pages, entitled "Quebec and 
its environs" being. a picturesque guide to stl'an­
gel's.· The author is anonymous but the work 
was well written, and fully answered its professed 
object, to guide in their rambles strangers visiting 
Quebec. U nfortnnately it, is alc;o HOW out of 
print. 

Mr. Holiwell,-.. Ar,my Stationer, Buade Street, 
having had frequent enquiries for a Guide Book, 
which he was unable to a,nswer, applied to me, 
and ill compliance with his request, I h::we pre­
pared the following little work, which I trust will 
meet all that it aims at, and be found to be a trust 
worthy" Tourists Guide." In its prepa,l'ation, I have 
consulterl Champlain, LaHontClJI., Charlevoix, 
Sill'i17lan, Pa1'7cman, Hc[wkins, Quebec and its 
E7Ivil'o'l1s, &:13 .. &:c. Should it prove a substitute, 
however humble for. the works which have preceded 
it, I shall be well satisfied. 

Quebec, Grande Allee. 
23rd March 1872. 

W. J. ANDERSON, 



lIOLIWELL'S 

TOURIST GUIDE 
TO 

QUEBEC. 

CHAPTER I. 

QUEBEC at least ~or an America.n. City, is cer­
certainlva very peculIar place. A milItary town­
cJntaining about twenty thousand inhabitants­
most compactly and permanently built-stone its 
sole material-en vironed' as it is to its most impor­
tant parts by walls and gates-and defended by 
numerous h~avy cannon-garrisoned by troops 
having the arms, the costume, the music, the disci­
pline of Europe-foreign in language, features and 
origin, from most of those whom they are sent to 
defend-founded on a. rock, and in its highest parts, 
overlooking a great extent of Country-between 
three and four hundred miles from the ocean-in 
the miust of a great continent-and yet displaying 
fleeLs of foreign merchant men in its fine capacious 
bay-and showing all the bustle of a crowded sea­
port-itfl streets Darrow-populous, and winding 
up and down almost montainous declivities-si­
tuated in the latitude of the fir.est parts of Europe 
-exhibiting in its environs, the beauty of a Euro­
pean capital-and yet in winter, smarting with 
the cold of Siberia-governed by a people of diffe­
rent language and habits from the mass of the popu~ 
lation-opposed in religion, and yet lea-vinO' that 
popubtion without taxes, and in the full enjo~ment 
of every privilege civil and religious: such are the 
prominent features, which strike a stranger in the 
City of QUEBEC. 

This is the language of Professor SILLIMAN, who 
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visited Quebec in 1819. Nothing could be more 
correct than this description at the time it was 
written, but very mat~ial changes have since then 
taken place. Though ,"St. George's Banner broad 
and gay" still floats from the Citadel flagstaff, the 
British sentinel no longer, " Low humming, paces 
along" at the gates, and the Imperial garrison has 
been wholly withdrawn. Again the population 
which in 1819, amounted to a,bout 20,000 has now 
reached, according to the Census of 1871, the res­
pectable number of 59,699. 

It may be amusing to place along side of Silli­
man, the impressions of the" Times". Correspondent 
when he visited Quebec on the occasion of the visit 
of the Prince of Wales, in 1860. He wrote that 
Quebec could be best descl'ibed by supposing that 
an ancient Norman Fortress, of two centuries ago, 
had been encased in Amber, and transported by 
magic to Canada, and placed on the summit of Cape 
Diamond, wheve its pecularities had been preserved 
as if it were still in Amber. This description may 
without il1lpropr iety be applied to the City within 
the walls, which from the nature of its position has 
retained most of its early features, but the suburb, 
are extensive and present quite a modern a,spect. 

The Tourist in approaching Quebec by water 
from Montreal, does not see eith0r the city or for­
tifications to advantage, and his attention is only 
attracted by the COVES filled with rafts and crovvded 
with shipping, by WOLFE'S Cove, so famous in 
history; and by the frowning Cape Diamond, sur­
mounted by the Citadel; and it is only after the 
steamer has rel:tched that Cape, that a portion of 
the City comes into view. But whoever approaches 
from the Ocean, whenever he haspassed PointeLM'is 
and entered the Basin, is at once entranced and 
enchanted by the magnificent panorama that bursts 
upon his view, unsurpassed in natural beauty, a,nd 
rich in historical recollections; and should he be so 
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fortunate as to arrive during a thundeJ.' BtOl'm, he 
must be struck with the almost literal resemblance, 
which it bears to Edinburgh as described by Scott: 

" Still on the spot LordMarmion staid, 
For fa.irer Beene he ne'er surveyed, 
The wandering eye could e'er it go, 
And mark the dista.nt City glow, 

In gloomy thunder red, 
For on the smoker wreaths huge and slow, 
That round her sable summits glow, • 

The morning beams were shed, 
And tinged them with a lustre proud, 
Like that which streaks a thunder cloud; 
Snch dusky grandeur clothed the height 
IVhere the huge castle holds its state, 

And all the steep slope down, 
TVh OS" 'tid:J!1 back heaves to the sky 
Pi/cd d,ep and llWssY"closea1~~ high 

Ab;ne o'wn rom>ant~c town. 

Should the stranger however be in Quebec 
during the moonlight, let him take a caleche and 
drive out ne; far as Beauport Asylum, and slowly 
returning, he will find himself most amply rewarded, 
He will see before him a scene such as is only to be 
found described in the "Arabian Nights," a city 
not resplendent in purple and gold, but chastened 
by the moons silver light, the steeples and rooLs of 
is Churches, Convents, &c" &c" standing out in a. 
silver flame, 

With these general remarks I shall now proceed 
to the more minute description of what is worthy 
of the Tourists study, stating at the outset, that 
the natural features, the spots famous in story, and 
the fortifications, buildings and institutions, ought 
in turn to eng<tge his attention. 

Starting- after brea,kfa,st from the St. Louis Hotel 
~ ~, 

let the traveller pass slowly along the ancient 
street of St. Louis, still the chief street within the. 
walls. ~e may observe on his left a large building; 
known trlllately as the Officers" Quarter." A little 
i~ rear stands the Garrison Hospital, built imme­
dIately under the Mount Carmel, at the spot once· 



-9--

known as the Win,dmill Hill, where a.lso in the 
times of old, there was a battery. Passing along, a 
large open space on the right, is reached, called the 
Esplanade, used for Some time past for the pur­
poses of drill and pA,rA,de, and here in the fine sum­
mer evenings the inhabitants usee1 to congregA,te to 
listen to the Jlililitai'y Bands. On the left or oppoe 
site side of the roa,d is A, long low building the Ollicd 
of the Royal Engineers, and beside it the roat 
leading .past the Military Prison, to the Citadel. A­
this point there formerly stood St. Louis' Gate. It 
was removed during the past season, haNing been 
found useless for defence, and a great obstruction 
to intercourse between the city and country. Mr. 
Baillarge, the City Surveyor who superintended its 
removaL, hA,s so completfjd the Gnt witih a retaining 
wan and sloping sodded banks, that unless he were 
told, the stranger wOlild not suppose that the forti­
fications had been interfered with. Passing through, 
the outside of the main wall is reached, and there 
is an opportunity of judging of the former strength 
of the gate, for a good view is here oDta,ined of its 
extensive outworks. From this point commences 
the Grcinde A lUe. or St. Louis Road. Ascending 
this road by its gradual but steady slope, at about 
for hundred yards distance from the city wall, you 
approach the Commandant's House, which is nearly 
on a level with the base of the Citadel. On turning 
and looking bick as you approach this house,' 
vou have an excellent view of the Citadel and of 
the old French works which extend beyond it, to 
the extremity of the Cape, over looking L'Anse des 
JJle1'es. A litw, beyond the Commandant's at the 
top of what is very generally known as PeT1'8anlt's 
Hill, there i'l a range of heights now occupied by 
the lYlwrtello Towers, known as the B'Ldtes-a-Neven 
and it WltS here that Murray took his stand on the 
morning of April 28th 1760, to resist the advance 

.ofLevis, and here commenced the hardest fought and 
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most bloody action ofthe war, which terminated in the 
defeat of Murray and his retreat within the City. 
The Martello towers are bombproof, they are foul' 
in number and form a ch~tin extending along the 
riciO'e from the St. Lawrence to the River St. Char­
les.o The fact that this ridge commanded the City, 
unfortunately induced Murray to leave it and at­
tempt to fortify th3 heights, in which he. was .on~y 
partially successful owing to the frost be1l1g stIllm 
the ground. The British Government were made 
aware of the fact, and seeing that from the improved 
artillery, the Oity was now fully commanded from 
these heights which are about seven hundred yards 
dista,nt, decided to build the Towers. Arrangements 
were accordingly Inade by Col. Brock, then com­
manding the troops in Canada. 'In 1806 th~ neces­
S[tI'Y materials were collected and in the following 
year t:leir construction commenced. They where 
not however completed till 1812. The original esti­
mate for the four was £8,000, but before completion 
the Imperial Government had expended nearly £12, 
000. They are not all of the same size, but like all 
l\'fal'tello Towers they are circular and bombproof. 
The exposed sides are thirteen feet thick and gra­
dually diminish like the horns of the crescent moon, 
to seven feet in the centre of the side next the City 
walls. The first or lower story contains, tanks, store­
rooms and magazine: the second has cells for the 
garrison, and portholes for two guns. On the top 
there used to be one 68 pounder carronade, two 24, 
and two 9 pounders. 

Some wba,t further on, about a mile distant from 
tl~e City, the Toll gate is reached, where the Plains 
of A~rah'Lm expand and stretch to the left. At the 
time of the grea,t battle identified with the name, 
the whole heights or plains as they are indifferently 
called, extended from the walls to the woods of 
Sillery and St. Foy, and were bounded on one side 
by the St. Lawrence on the other by the St. Charles. 
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They are described as being without any dividing 
fences, but were dotted here and there with clumps 
of trees, and the Grande Allee passed through 
them, as it does now; as did also the St. Fay road. 
Since then great encroachments have been made: 
the suburbs of St. Louis and St. John occupy 
great portions and the name Plaims has for a num­
ber of years been confined to the inclosed space, at 
which we have now arrived, and which has been 
u~ec1 as a race course, and for Reviews of the gar­
Vlson. 

Passing through the Toll gate and immediately 
turning to the left there is a road which leads to 
Wolfe's Monument, about a hundred yards distant. 
The monument is a very chaste circular column 
rising from a square pedestal, and surmonted by a 
sword and whelmet. On the one side of the pedestal 
is an inscription, as follows: 

HERE DIED 

WOLFE 
VICTORIOUS 

Sept. 13 
1759. 

AND ON THE OTHER SIDE 
This Pillar 

1-uas erFected by the 
BRITISH ARMY 

in Canada H;49. 
His Excellency 

Lientenant General 
SiR BENJAMIN D'URBAIN 

G C B, K C H, K C T S, &c. 
Commctnder of the FOTces. 

To Feplace thC6t errectecl by 
Gover1w1' Genen6l LORD AYLMER, G C B. 

in 1832, 
1-uhich 1-uas broken and defaced 

and is depositecl benecdh. 
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The column is erected on the spot where the 
wounded o'eneral was carried to di'e. He received 
his-last w~und,(for he was soveral times wounded) 
on the heio'ht a little above, where the new jail 
now stands~ Having inspected the monument ana 
viewed the plain, turning back to the Grande. Allee, 
we may proceed west ward to w~ere the. plam ter­
minates at .1~faTChllwnt the beautIful reSIdence and 
O'rounds of John Gilmour Esq. On the site of 
Marchmont House, it, is said was De V ergors post, 
(stablished to defend the lam~ing at L'Anse d'L~ 
Ponlon, since then known as W olfes Cove. The 
road descending to the cove, bounds the western 
side of the Marchmount Grounds, and though the 
lower part is very steep, it is an excellent carriage 
road, by which the cove can be reached with 
facility. After visiting the Cove, let the tourist 
turn his carriage eastward and pa3sing along the 
road between the high precipitous bank and the St. 
Lawrence approach the Lower Town by Ploes-de­
Ville and Champlain Street. On arriv"ing at PTes­
de- Ville, his attention will be attracted, by a 
board high up on the rock,. bearing an inscription, 
" Here Montgomery fell." The position of the board 
and the inscription have led not a few to suppose, 
that the unfortunate general while attemptinO' to 
scale the heights fell from that spot and was killed. 
The true story will be given further on, but it may 
be mentioned here, that on the mornino' of the 31 
Dec. 1775, this gallant soldier while b leadinO' a 
large body of his troops to storm the City fell at 
the first fire of a gun from a battery which had 
been placed so as to sweep the road. Going on 
wards, we note that the ground on which Cham­
plain Street is built, must have been redeemed 
from the St. LawTence, for on the one side the 
houses stand close to the River and on the other 
creep under" the frowning cliff, which after Gap­
mane and L Ansc-dcs-J1Iercs are passed, rises almost 
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perpendicularly upwards of three hundred feet, and 
at the east end of Cape Diamond is cl'owned by the 
Citadel. Proceeding along and entering PeteT Street, 
the narrow, dirty, but important business Street, 
and, turning west ward, at St. Paul Street, we 
reach the spot known as Sc~t~lt-(w-J.lf atelot, ever 
memorable for the signal repulse of the American 
General Arnold on the same morning which 
proved so diesastrous to his Commander in Chief, 
Montgomery. The name is calculated to mislead, 
as it might be supposed to mean the SailoTS" Leap 
while it seems it was so called from a dog, called 
JIll ate lot or SailoT. Still going westward the ram­
paTts are seen crowning the rocky eminence, and 
the roads leading to the U pperTown through Hope 
and Palace" G(('les. Beyond Palace Gate the ramparts 
extend to the Artillery Barracks where they turn 
off at almost a right angle and ascend to the' Cita­
del. Having thus made a circuit of three sides of 
the Fortress, the heights may be reached by wind­
mill hill, at the top of which may be seen a round 
gra8sy mound the site of a battery placed to defend 
the bridge of boftts over the St. Charles; entering 
upon and passing along tile St. :Foy road now beauti­
ful from its handsome villas, at a distance of a mile 
from the Tol~ gate, at the foot of the Belvidere 
road, we find the handsome column, surmounted 
with a fine bronze statue of Bellona, known as the 
St. Foy monument. This monument occupies the 
site of Dnmonts mill, famous as the scene of a 
succession of sanguinary attacks and repulses on 
the day of the battle of St. Foy.-It bears on. the 
north side. of the pediment a Gallic Cock, on the 
opposite an inscription testifying, that it was erected 
by the St. Jean, Baptiste society to the memory of 
the brave men who fell there. Mr. Lemoine has 
pointed out in his" Maples Lecwes" that. "It has 
occurred. to many that the inscription 'Jj}Tige par 
les citoyens de Quebec,' would have been more ap-
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propriate, cons~dering that. many: citizens certainly 
not Jean Bapttstes, subscrIbed lIberaly to the mo­
nument fund." On the shield to the east is the 
name MURRAY and the British Insignia, on that to 
tl-.e west LEVIS, surmounted by the arms of France. 
The foundation is of stone and the column of fluted 
bronzed iron, forming an exceedingly well pro­
portioned and handsome monument. The founda­
tion was laid with much ceremony in 1855, but the 
column was not commenced till 1860 and the 
inauguration took place only in October 1863. It 
ouO"ht to be mentioned that the statue of Bellona 
wa~ the gift of Prince Jerome N apoIeon. Having 
admired the monument and luxuriated in the 
glorious prospect which it overlooks, we nmv pass 
up the pretty Belvidere road, which conmcts the 
St. John or St. Foy road with that of St. Louis, 
and return to the City hy the road by which we 
left it, when there will be an excellent opportunity 
of again viewing the Citadel, and the City wall .. 

CHAPTER II. 

The ForLifications. 

The fortifications of Quebec are well worthy of 
special attention. OrigimLting three centuries ago 
from the necessity of protecting the few inhabi­
tants from the sudden and secret attacks of the 
Iroquois; from their small beginning in 1535, they 
eventually attained such vast proportions as to 
make Quebec be styled the Gibrcdta?' of America . 
. Recently very great changes have been effected, 
III th~ ~rst place arising fi'om the great changes in 
the. mIlItary art, i~ the second place from the new 
policy of the Impenal Government, which has with­
drawn every soldier. Prescott and St. Louis gates 
have b~en removed during the past autumn and 
other still greater changes have been talked of, but 
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this will diminish very little the interest of the 
Tourist, who unless informed of the fact, would not 
be aware_ of the removal of the gates; the remaining 
fortifications· are in themselves a sight not to be 
seen elsewhere on this continent. 

The fortifications now consist of those of the city 
proper, the .A ncient City, and of the independent 
fortalice of the Citadel, which though within the 
City walls, is complete in itself-The ramparts 
and bastions form a circuit of the extent of two 
mileR and three quarters, but the line if drawn 
without the outworks would be increased to three 
miles. The Citadel occupies about forty acres. In 
order to inspect the works to most advantage, the 
visitor is recommended to proceed from his hotel 
up St. Louis street and turning up the road bet­
ween the Gcile and the office of R. Engineers, ascend 
by its winding. The first thing that will attract his 
attention on arriving at the outworks, is the Chain 
Gcde, passing through which and along the ditch he 
will ohserve the casemated Dalhousie Bastion, and 
reaching Dalhot&sie Gate he will find that it is very 
massive and of considerable depth, as it contains 
the Gual>d-rooms. Passing through, a spacious area 
is entered forming a parade ground. On the right 
hand, there are detached buildings-ammunition 
stores and armoury-On the south, the bomb 
proof hospital and officers quarters overlooking the 
St. Lawrence, and on the Town side, the Bastions 
with their casemated barrackc-:, commodious, and 
comfortable, the loop holes intended for the dis­
charge of musketry, from within, serving to admit 
light and air-from the Bastion to the FL'g Staff, 
the Citadel is separated from the Town by a deep 
ditch and steep and broad glacis-At the Guard 
House at Dc(lhot(sie Gate, a soldier is detached to 
accompany visitors, who gen~rally carries them along 
the circuit pointing out the most striking features 
of the fortress-The view from the Flag Staff is 
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very (frand but it is recommended that the visitor 
on arriving' at the westerna~gle overlooking t~e St; 
Lawrence, should place hImself. on .the Pl'~nCe8 . 
Stancl indicated by a stone on whIch IS sculptured 
the" Princes Feather," and there feast his eyes on 
-the wondrous beauties of the scene, Should time 
permit, the Armomy is well worthy ofinspection­
Returniug, the visitors if pedestrians should ascend 
the ramparts 25 feet high, on which will be found a 
covered way, extending from the Citadel, and pas­
sing over St. Louis and St. John's Gcttes, to the 
Artillery Barracks, a distance of 1837 yards, oc­
cupied by bastions, connected with curtains of solid 
masonry, and pierced at regular intervals with sally 
ports. This forms a delightful promenade furnishing 
e3pecially at St. John's Gate, a series of very fine 
views. . 

The Artillery Barracks at the south west corner 
of the fortifications overlook the valley of the St. 
Charles. Part of the buildings which are extensive, 
was erected by the French in 1750; they are sur­
l'ound"d by fine grounds. Lately a very handsome 
additional barrack was erected for the use of the 
ml1.rried men and their families. The Fn?ich portion 
is two stones high, about six hundred feet in length, 
by forty in depth. They are now vacant, 

From the Artillery Barracks the \vdlls loopholed 
and embrasured, extend to the eastward and ·are 
pierced by Palace and Hope's Gates, both of 
which lead to the valley of the St. Charles. Th(j 
first Palace Gate was Olle of the three original 
Gates of the City; and through it, a great portion of 
Montcalms army passing in by St. J oIm's and Louis 
Gates, after its defeat on the plains, went out again, 
and crosfied by the Bridge of Boats to the Beauport 
camp. The Pahce, St. J olm's and St. Louis gates 
were reported in such.a, ruin01:.1S condition in 1791, 
t?at it became neceRsary to pull them down succes­
sIvely and rebuild them. The present Palace Gate 
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is not more than forty years old, aJ.l.d is said to 
resemble one ofthe gates of Pompeii. The handsome 
gate of St. Johns has been built within a very few 
years; not that the old gate was in ruin but to 
meet the requirement-Of the times. St. Louis Gate, 
for the same reason was wholly removed during the 
past year. 

From PC6lace Gate, the wall extends to Hope Gate 
a distance of three hundred yards. Hope Gate was 
built in 1784; all the approaches are strongly pro­
tected, and from its position on the rugged lofty 
cliff, it is very strong. At Hope Gate, the ground 
which had gradually sloped from the Citadel begins 
to ascend again, and the wall is continued from it, 
to the turning point at 8ctnlt-an-Matelot, between 
which and the Parliament House, is the Grand 
Battery of twenty tour, 32 pouuJ6r,3 atld fuur mor­
tars. This battery is two hundred feet above the St. 
Lawrence, and from its platform as w 11 is from 
the site of the Parliament Hou::;e another fil,tgni­
ficent prospect is obtained. Immediately under the 
Parliament House which is built on the command·· 
ing site of the ancient Bishop's Palace, was, the 
last year, Prescott GC6te, protected on either side by 
powerful outworks. This gate was built in 1797, 
while General Presco,tt was in command, and like 
St. Louis gate was removed, for the accommodation 
of the public. From Prescott Gate the wall extends 
to Dn1'hc(m Ten"ace, the rampart or foundation wall 
'Jf which, was the foundation of the Castle of St. 
Louis. This famed building, founded by Champlain 
in 1623, had continued to be the residence of all the 
future Governors of Canada. On 23d January 1834, 
while occupied by Lord Aylmer, it was totally 
destroyed by fire. It was at one ti.me hoped that 
the Provincial Parliament would take measures for 
rebuilding it, but this hope was disappointed and 
the site 'remained an eye sore, till the present 
Terrace or Plc6tjorm as it is more commonly called, 



was constructed by order of M. Chabot then Com­
missioner of works. Since then Durham Terrace, 
which is more than two hundred feet [Cbove the 
River, has formed the favorite promcTl(tde of all 
classes furnishinO' also a prospect which for gran­
deur a~d beauty'" cannot be surpassed. From this 
spot the wall runs on the top of the cliff in a south 
westerly direction, infront ofthe Governor's Garden, 
one hundred and eighty yards.; and one hundred 
and twenty yards further on terminates, at the 
fort of the glacis of Cape Diamond. The highest 
point of Cape Diamond is stated by Rouchette to 
be three hundred and forty five feet. In the lower 
Governor's Garden, there is a masked battery. 
Having now made the circuit.of the fortifications, 
attention is next directed to the striking obelisk in 
the Governor's Garden, known as " TV olfe cmd 
JJfontwlm's Monument" the foundation stone of 
which was laid by Lord Dalhousie, with imposing 
ceremonies on ':Chursday 15 November 1327. "The 
presence on this occasion" says Hawkins," of J,h. 
James Thompson, then in his 95th year added to the 
deep interest felt in the scene. " Mr. Thompson had 
been a volunteer in the 7i:lth Highlanders in W olfes 
expedition, and was consulted in Quebec :'IS an 
oracle in connexion with it. The ·lTwnument is 
from a design by Major Young of the 79th, and cost 
upwards of seven hundred pounds. Being sixty five 
f~e.t in he.ight, it is a striking object from the River, 
nsmg as It does clear from the Garden. It bears 
h~"o inscriptions;. one of them by Dr. J. Charlton 
FIsher, noted for Its truth, and classical purity and 
beauty, is as follows. 

" l1:ortem Virtus Commuuem 
Famam Historia, 

l'vfonumentulU posteritas 
DEDIT. JJ 

~'his b~autiful monument interesting in 61ery 
pomt of VIew, became so ruinous from neglect that 
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every spring it was in danger of falling. Mr. Le­
moine in his" Notes de voycige" lately published, 
says: " The fine monument el'ectea to Wolfe and 
Montcalm, en 1827 by Lord Dalhousie, the resto­
ration of which was accomplished last october (1869) 
in presence of Sir N. F. Belleau and suite, his 
Prime Minister the Honorable p, J. O. Chauveau 
and others." It is only just to add that its restora­
tion was owing to the generous and unselfish efforts 
of Mr. Henry Fry, Merchant of Quebec and lately 
President of its Board of Trade. 

At the upper end of the Terrace, there stands an 
ancient looking building known by the misname?" 
of the Old ahateao~. The first chateau or castle of 
St. Louis, as already.stated, was founded by Cham­
plain, and was two stories in height. On the 20th 
April 1624, the roof was blown off by a violent 
gale of wind, and' the second story was taken down, 
as it was thought to be too high. On the 6th May 
1624, Champlain laid the foundation of a new 
building, which Hawkins considers to have been 
the original, on which that burnt in 1834, was com­
pletcd,andsuggests that if the foundation walls were 
cleared away, that in all probability, the plate with 
the inscription, which Champlain says he placed 
under it, would be found. It was in this castle that 
Frontenac the energetic and chivalrous governor, 
hurled defiance at Sir Wm. Phipp's envoy, jn 1690. 
Charlevoix describes the building in 1720 as fine, 
with two pavilions by way of wings. The central 
building had a beautiful gallery or balcony extend­
ing along the whole. front, overlooking the river. 
It continued in this state receiving occasional re­
pairs and additions till near the close of the century, 
when it was found necessary, owing to its rapid 
decay, to build a new residence for the Governor 
on the opposite side of the square-the building 
still in existence. It is curious to note that in 1787, 
Lord Dorchester caused the GC(;1"Tet8 to be finished 
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in a great hurry in order that he and Lady Dor­
chester might lodge there. ~ The o~d .cha~eau~ after 
its abandonment for the" R e'W B'L~dchng, as It was 
at first called, w:s occupied by officers of Govern­
ment till 1809, when Sir James C{aig expehded ten 
thousand pounds in adding a third story and put­
ting it into complete repair, when it once more be­
came the gubernatorial residence. From being thus 
renovated, it came to be called, the NEW, while the 
new became the OLD chateau, which name it still 
retains. Inserted in the wall surrounding the yard 
there may be sef'n a sculptured stone lately reno­
vated and gilded. It bears a Maltese Cross and the' 
date 1647. Its being there, is thus accounted for by 
Mr. James Thompson, Sem., in 1l'is journal under 
date 17th September 1784 :-" The miners at the 
Chateau in levelling the yard, dug up a large stone 
from which I have described the annexed figure. 
I could wish it was discovered soon enough to lay 
conspiciously in the "wall of the J'T ew Building, in 
order to convey to posterity, the antiquity of the 
Chateau St. Louis. However I got t.he masons to 
lay the stone in the cheek of the gc~te now bl~ilding." 

At first Quebec had no barrack accommodation, 
but the troops had to be billeted on the citizens 
houses; up to 1759 the only regular barrack, was 
the Artillery which was erected by the French. 
before 1750. After the conquest and the expulsion 
of the Jesuits, their College situated in the centre 
of the city, facing the great square in front of the 
Cathedral, was conv6rted into a barrack and has 
ever since.to·the l)resent winter, been occupied as 
such. It IS now vacant, and it is rumored that it 
is about to be converted into offices for the use of 
Local Government. At various times the Imperial 
~overnment ~xpend~d very large sums in altera­
tl.ons and repaIrs. It ~s a parallelogram, three stories 
hIgh and strongly bUIlt of stone. It is two hundred 
and twent.y four feet in length by two hundred 
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in breadth. The entrance to the inner square is by 
a lofty archway from the market square. On the 
south side is a, large yard, orginally the J esliits 
garden, but now or lately used as an exercise 
ground. It is separated from Ann Street by a low 
wall two hundred yards long. There are no other 
buildings in connexion with the fortiflc<Ltions, 
worthy of mention in an aI'chitectural point of view, 
but it may be stated that on' the upper side of the 
Place D'Armes, are the buildings formely occupied 
by the Commissariat, and in Louis Street the 
"officers quarters" and mess room, all very plain, 
ancient looking buildings. This chapter must not 
be closed without reference to the fact, that the 
great progress made of late in the art of war, es­
pecia,lly in connexion with attack aHd defence of 
fortified posts, having rendered Quehec assailable 
p"rticularly from Pointe LeIJis, the Imperial Govern­
ment commenced in 1867 the erection of three 
strong forts there. No. 2 and 3 have been for some 
time completed, and No. 1 almost. They are 
unoccupied, still should the tourist be able to spare 
time, he will be amply repaid by the inspection of 
fOl'talices, constructed on the prineiples of modern 
military science, and will als~ have an opportunity 
of seeing much charming scenery. 

CHAPTER III. 

ReligioJs and Educational Insti­
tutions-Hospitals. 

The chief aim of a "Tourists guide" is to point 
out objects of interest as they now exist, but the 
past history of Quebec is so peculiarly rich in con­
nexion with the subjects of this chapter, which 
are of such vital importance in all ages, the pre­
sent as well as the past, that before taking the 
visitors to what is now to be seen, I _propose to 
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direct attention to what has been long past, but 
which has stamped a deep impre~s on the present. 
I cannot think that I can do thIS better than by 
the following quotation fr.0I?- Hawkins '. :' The 
first establishment of the relIgIous commumtIeS of 
Quebec, has a peculiar interest; and it is ~ifficult 
to determine which is more worthy of admIration, 
the liberality of the design, on the part of the 
founders, or the devotedness and fearlessness dis­
played by those appointed for its execution. The 
early history of Canada teems, ,vith instances of 
the purest religious fortitude zeal and heroism of 
young and delicate females, relinquishing the com­
forts of civilization to perform the most menial 
offices towards the sick-to dispense a,t once the 
blessings of medical aid to the body, and of reli­
gious instruction to the soul of the benighted and 
wandering savage. They must have been upheld 
by a strong sense of duty-an overpowering 
conviction of the utility of their purposes-a full 
persuasion of their efficacy, both towards thf>ir 
own eternal salvation, and that of their newly 
converted flock. But for such impressions, it 
would have been beyond human nature to make 
the sacrifices which the Hopitaliers made, in taking 
up their residence in New F?'ance. Without de­
tracting from the calm philosophic demeanor 
of religion at the present day, it is doubtful 
whether any pious persons could be found willing 
to undergo, the fatigues, uncertainty and personal 
danger experienced by the first missionaries of 
both sexes in New France. Regardless of climate, 
to whose horrors they were entirely unaccustomed 
-of penury and famine-of danaer to the person­
of death and martyrdom itself-they pressed onward 
t~ the goal to which their religious course was 
dIrected-and sustained by somethincr more than 
human fortitude-by divine patienc~they suc­
ceeded at length in establishing on a firm foun-
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dation the altars, and the faith of their country 
and their God! For ambitions sake, for lucre, for 
fame-men have braved danger in a hundred fights, 
until the world by common consent has elevated 
the successful tyrant to the rank of a hero among 
his fellows, but to incur the horrors of savage life, 
the risk of torture and even death-in a word, the 
agonising suspense and constant anxieties of a 
missionary, for no other reward than that of self 
approbation, and with no othm support than that 
of religion-requires courage and devotion of a 
higher order, and merits glory of the most en­
during character. The labours and privations of 
the first religious communities, who established 
themselves even within the walls of the Oity, 
were many-their paths were dark, dreary and 
intricate; but the bright star of enthusiasm, like 
the clue of Ariadne, carried them along-they felt 
that if one glimpse of the sacred light they bore 
could be brought down upon the benighted souls 
of those they wished to saved, their zeai would be 
amply rewarded, and their labour forgotten." 

Turning to the History of Oanada, we find it 
asserted in the Ordinances that, " the first and prin­
cipal object ofthe French OolonyinOana,da"was"the 
propagation of the faith, and the diffusion of the 
Gospel; the glory of God and the Christian name." 
Hence many of the earliest grants were made to 
religiou::; bodies, and were avowedly bestowed 
upon them for the purpose of reclaiming the na­
tions from barbarism by educ~ting them in the 
Ohristian faith. Under the circumstances, it was 
quite natural that the education at first imparted 
should be strictly religious, and that it should be 
wholly under the control of the ministers of re­
ligion. Among the first who took a deep d,nd active 
interest in the great and good cause, w.%s Madeleine 
de Ohauvigny better known as Madame de La 
Peltrie, founder and first Lady Superior of the 
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Ursulines at Quebec; and Jj;/essiTe Francois de La­
nil, Vicar Apostolic and fir3~ Bi~hop, ?,nd the 
virtual founder of the great U mverslty whlChbears 
his name. With these preliminary remarks, I lDay 
now venture to guide the tourist to the present 
Institutions. Lecwing St. Lonis Hotel and passing 
down Parloi1' Sb'eet, we soon COlDe in sight of an 
irreO'ulltr pile of buildings some ancient and SOlDe 
modern, which is the 001VIJent of the UJ'snlines. 
The famous PeTe Le Je'Line, the friend and confessor 
of Champlain, had written a Relation in 1?35, which 
so deep1y affected Madame de la Peltne, then a 
widow, young, beautiful and rich, that incited by 
religious fervor in behalf ofthe Indians; she resolved 
to leave father and kindred, home and native land, 
and devote her life and wealth to the work of 
providing for the education of the young savages 
of her own sex as well as that of the daughters of 
the French Colonists in Canada. How faithfully 
and well she carried out her resolution, is found in 
her in during exertions fl'om August 1639, the date 
of her a.rrival at Quebec, to 1671, when she died 
aged 68. Her name is embalmed as the greatest 
benefactress of her adopted country, and theUrsu­
line Convent. The first of August 1639 is ever 
memorable as the day on which Madame de la 
Peltrie landed at Quebec, with three Ursulines. 
The day was made a holiday, and the Governor 
Montmagny received them at the head of the 
troops, ancl'a salute was fired from the Fort, but 
such was then the poverty of Quebec, that for 
so~e ~ime after. their arrival they suffered many 
prIVatIOns! wa~tmg even necessary food and cloth­
mg. After learmng dlgonql('in from father Le JewM, 
they commenced their la,boUl'S by receivinO' the 
sick of small pox, whom they only could ha,~e at­
tended under a strong feeling of duty. The first 
Convent, . of wo?d, w?,s built in 1641, two years 
after theIr arrIval; It stood in the immediate 
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neighbourhood of the present building. In 1650 
it was destroyed by fire. The inmates, fourteen 
in number were kindly received by the Nuns of 
Hotel Dieu, where they remained for three weeks 
till the house of Madame de la Peltrie was ready 
for ther reception. The Convent was rebuilt and 
was again burnt to the ground in 1686; nothing 
was saved, and again they were received by the 

. Hopitalieres till a temporary building was pro­
vided, in which they passed the winter. The reo 
building of the Convent was soon commenced, and 
portions of it still stand; it occupies with its 
gardens and outbuildings, seven acres, in its own 
Fief of St. Joseph. The Community consists of a 
Superior and upwards of forty professed Nuns and 

. some novices. The rules are exclusive [md the 
Convent is not open to the public, with the ex­
ception of the Parloir and Chapel. The Nuns are 
devoted to the education of girls in the useful 
and ornamental branches, and themselves produce 
painting, embroidery and other fancy work, which 
command high prices and thus augment the· 
common stock. It failed in its original object of 
educating the Indian girl, but has for many years 
furnished the means of affording superior education 
to Canadians both-French and British-Catholic 
and Protestant. It still maintains its rank as one 
of the first Romau Catholic Educational Institutions 
in the Province, and some Protestants 'yet avail 
themselves of the facilities it furnishes-within 
the past few weeks it has been stated that the 
prssent Archbishop Taschereau, has enjoined that 
for the future profession shall only be made for five 
years, instead offor life. Much interest attaches to the 
Convent from its being the burial place of Montcalm. 
On receiving. his mortal wOlmd at the Battle of the 
Plains, it is said that he was able to ride into the 
City to the house of a Surgeon named A rnoux the 
younger, out strange to say no one can say positi vely 

2 



where he died. Some ~,uthorjti~s say h~.9ied in 
Arnoux'shouse, others, in the qhateau·St. Louis 
and others, in his own house in Jfontcalm TCfl'Cloe, 

on the site of which now stands the house lately 
owned by Mr. Richard Wurtele, but now occupied 
by the Misses Machin asa Boardll1gand .day.S~hool 
-Captain John Knox however states III hIs Jour· 
nat that he died, in the Gencral Hospital. Whe· 
rever he died, there is no question of his havin~ 
been buried in the Ursulines; it is said his gray! 
was the excavation formed .by the l:iurstillg of ! 

shell. In the Register of the French Cathedral 
'wIll be found the Act of BU1'ial, from which ' 
translated as fvllows; "IJ~ the yea,r ';t 7;) 9, on th 
14th Sept. was buried in the Chm-ell of the Ursu 
lines of QUI::bec,the High and M.ighty Lord, Lotti 
Joseph lJlarqni8 oj' JJfontmlm, &c., xc. who diel 
that day from wounds n:ceived in the battle. 
fortified by the sacramen!:'s which he received witl 
great piety a.nd faith. Tliere were lwesent a.t hi 
burial Messire Resche, Cugnet and Collet, Canon 
of the Cathedral, Mr. de Ramzay, cOlnmandant ani 
all the officers. . 

Signed, RESCHE, P:rm:::;'~ AND CACfON, 
COLLET, CANON." 

It is\vorthy ofnoLe, that such must have bem 
the confusion at the tiI1le, that it led to the enti:, 
in the Register of several names, before Montcalm 
of individuals, who had died' aftel' and wel'e buriel 
before l1im. 

Some tim~ about iSS?, a mai'ble E,l~b 'Ims placel 
to Montcalm s memory 111 the U rsulines Chapel .b' 
Lord Aylmer, Governor in Chief. It bern's ai 
inscript~on in French. of which the following is ~ 
t~anslatI?n, " In honor of Montcalm. Fate deprivel 
~hlm of VIctory, but l'eCOl11TJ::mscd him by a o'1m'ion 
death.""'" 

With permission of the Clul,plaln, the Revd, Ml 
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Lemoine, the Ohapel may be visited, and. sever?>l 
fiile pictures inspected includinp' A. ~M~c6teT DoloTosa 
by Vandyke; one by Le &oenJ":; Restollt's picture 
of « Oapt/C)'I; of Chl'i.stLcms Algr5rine Pirates," 
~U1d two pictun~3 by Champagne, "The Hcwic!1./x at 

t · (('. '7 " 1 F II l I • mec( ~1~ ,)orliOn s /wnse. aWl a in. ellut/I. pOTtra~t 
of Gh1'18t. 

Some year:olago, it being necessary to mitke some 
repairs to the wall, in tLe neighbourhood of the 
spot where it ',va:, alleged Montcitlm w""s interred, 
itc1vantnge was ~nken of it to eC:J.mine. the grave 
which was pointed out by an aged religieuse, who 
as a' giLl recollected the interment; the skeleton 
y/a,;, found, and the skull removed and placed. in 
the custody of the Ohaplain, uncleI' 8, glass shade. 
By his permission it mny be seen, as it is an object 
of great interest to all, [lncla study to the phreno- . 
logist. . 

Leaving the Ohapel and enterilJ:::' Gcwden Stnet, 
we .find the English Oathedral a plain but neat 
building, occupyillg the gro).1l1l1 on which the Gh~L1'ch 
anel GOlwent of tile Recollet8 formerly stood. The 
Recollets were the first ecClesiastics who came to 
Canada. They were four in number and accom­
panied Ohamphtii,1. in'1615: They were at first 
settled at l\~otTe DaJ7w des .Ii nges, where the Gene1'C(l 
Hospitc(lnow' stands, but in 1G90 at the suggestioll 
of Bishop St. Valier,/ancl in' accotdance with their 
own vim~-s, they ceded Lhisproperty; and received 
in lieu the lot of land now referred to, on which 
they erecGecl theil' Church and Convent in 1693, 
which have bG8n described by C'hm1Cl'oi;c as, " A 
1ar.O'e and beautiful Church whicll might do honor 
to :Vers[l,illes." The:oe buildings were utterly des­
troyed by fire in 1796, and the order becoming 
extinct, the site was granted by Governmcnt for an 
English Oathedral. On levelling some of the old 
foundations in 1[32"1" two ,pl[l,tes were foul1l1 with 
inscriptions, reciting, that on 14th July 169:3 was 
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celebrated the Festival of Bonaventure in order to 
commemorate the building of the New Church and 
Mansion, &c., &c. The present Protestant Cathe­
dral, was built by the British Government a;nd 
consecrated in 1804. A very handsome Commumon 
Service was presented by George th? Thi;d. The 
interior of the building is in keepmg WIth the 
exterior. It may be mentioned that it contains 
numerous memorial slabs inserted in its walls, and 
a monument to the first Bishop 1:ountain. Below 
the Altar is enten-ed the Duke of Richmond, who 
died on 28 August 1819 from Hydrophobia, caused 
by the bite of a tame fox. He then filled the office 
of Governor General. No monument has been 
erected to his memory. 

A little further on at the east side of the great 
square, stands the French Cathedral. The first Ca­
thedral was built on the present site, and waS con­
secrated on the 18 July 1666, under the title of the 
" Immac'L&late Conception-Laval was its founder." 
I find in the Thompson narrative the following 
entry; "July 22. At night there was a consi­
derable fire in the Town, caused by a Carcass, 
1uhich bnTnt the CathedTCd, and ten or twelve good 
houses in its neighbourhood." Some fine old pic­
tures and ancient ornaments, were seriously injured 
or entirely destroyed. Mter the cession, the Church 
was rebuilt as it now appears; it is of no regular 
style of architecture, and has an unfinished appea­
rance, one of the two towers never having been 
completed, it is said, from the foundation being 
insecure. It is two hundred and of sixteen feet in 
length,landolle hundred and eight in breadth. It is cal­
?ulated to cont.ain four thousand persons. Its interior 
IS very supenor to the exterior, the Grand Altar 
at the east ell''!, and the Choir are finely decorated, 
and there .are . four small Chapels in the Aisles, in 
one of whlC.h IS a beautiful group of statuary. There 
are some pIctures on the walls but they are only 
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copies, or wor~s of inferior artis~s. In the gallery at 
the w:st end IS .the Organ whICh though fine in 
tone, IS not so rICh or powerful as the one in the 
English Cathedral. To the right of the Altar is a 
marble Tablet with an iascription to the Memory 
of Bishop Plessis. . 

In 1658 it was felt that the Church in Canada 
required a recognised head, and the choice fent on 
Fran90is Laval of the House of Montmorency. He 
was connected with Canada in the discharge of his 
high functions for thirty years, either as Vicar 
Apostolic or Bishop and under him the religious 
affairs of the Colony were placed on the systematic 
footing, on which they have continued to the pIe­
sent day, with slight modifications. Like Madame 
Pelterie his name is associated with the inaugura­
tion of the education movement, which owing to 
his munificence and foresight has maintained an 
influence in the Colony, which has been felt in every 
phase of its history and which predominates every 
other at. the present day. He did not leave his 
intentions to be carried out after his death, but 
devoted his life, his talents and his wealth to what 
he so ardently determined to accomplish. He was 
not five years in Canada, when he founded in 1663 
the Quebeo Seminary enrlowing it with his wealth. 
He attached two conditions to his gift-1st The 
maintenance of the Great and Little Seminaries. 
2nd The gratuitous boarding and education of 
twelve poor boys. In 1666, the first Grand Semi­
nary was built of wood in the Presbytery garden, 
and there lodged M. de Laval. and a feyr priests. 

Two years subsequently the Llttle.Semlllary .was 
opened in the house of M ada1~M GOl~~llwrd. yanous 
buildings of stone were successlVely erected, lllCTeas­
iug in magnitude after successive fires. 'rhe last 
fire occurred in 1865 when about one half of the 
building facing the Seminary Garden ~w.as destroy:d, 
hut was rebuilt in 1866 with the addItIOn of a thml 
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story and ;c,t 'tii';,32.nt the wh(jL" length of the edifice,s 
" ~'T forming the qrc,Jrangle is 68~ {(Jet, vI e ?a!lIlot 

fancy anything more il1G,:;~-re:3tllJg than.a VISIt. to 
this ancient and unique bmlchng. There IS notlung 
more calculated to r:1i,~e. up the memories of the 
past and connect then with t~e present. We recall 
the past i:o. the highly .poetic hwguage of PaTk­
?nan~" When we awake its departed shades, they 
rise upon us frOID th,~ir gnwes,in strange romantic 
guise. Men steeped'in :1ntique learning, pale with 
the close breath of the Cloister, here spent the noon 
and evening of their lives, ruled savage hordes with 
a mild paternal s.way, anr[ stood serene before the 
direst shapes of death. Men of courtly natures,heirs 
to the polish of a far reaching ancestry, here vvith 
their dauntless Imrdihooc1 put to shame the boldest 
Bons of toil." 

But leb us now visit the SeD).inary. Turning oR 
from FC6briqLw Street, at the north west corner of 
the Cathedral on OUT right, and passing the Semi­
nary Chapel on the lefL, with its fine paintings and 
other objects of interest; 17e may enter the qua­
drangle by the large gate'N<lY, or what is preferable 
go into the southern wing by the sicle entry to the 
corridor, illto which open certain offices; going 
along this fOl' a short distance, anq. turning at right 
angles, we enter another brm"d corridor, eighty 

. paces long, lighted bya SUCCG::SiOll Qf window~ 
which pierce t.he deep strong w<lll on our left, a,no 
havin.g a series of apartments on. OUr li,,·ht.. At thE 
end of this corridor turnino' a~ain to"" the left at . 1 1 D U 1 rig lt ang_es, we see be[,x'e us a 101l~" vista, from 
which r:scend anel descend ,~Gair cases leading up tc 
the Yrlva,te npp:,rtmeLts of the gentlemen of thE 
Semm~1Yy, O~' ck>wn to the kitchens· &c. No such 
bu~lding could he seen any where 'save in Quebec 
or 111 some ancient provincial town in Normandy. 
You ask for one of the O'entlemen and vou an 
introduced to his modest al~artment, ~here Youfi:p.o 
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him in his S,m~tc6ne, ",:"ith all the polish, learning 
and bonhomw of the mneteenth century, He cour­
te?usly shows you over the building: where you 
wIll see much more than I have described. When 
you are po~nteel out, the portrftit of Lavftl, you may 
not be, deh&·hted wIth hIS stern anll rftther unpre­
possessll1g features, but when you reHect that this 
man was chaste and sober, that he elevoted his life 
and fortune to the good of his kind; that in an 
ignorant and immoral age, he strove nobly for a 
higher morality, The rugged lines become smooth, 
the harsh and forbidding fec,tures become lofty and 
grand, and you bow)n spirit before the great bene­
factor of his race. If you have time to stay, you 
will be told with becoming pride, thftt though 
during the two centuries of its existence, the Semi­
nary suffered at various times from the wars, which 
desolated the country, and from the sieges which 
the city underwent, and from the great fires of 
1701, 170.5 and 1865, yet from the abi~ity and eco­
nomy with which its affairs have been managed, it 
has risen superior to each disaster, nmintained its 
efficieilcy, and even made new ~Lc(lnisitions of pro­
perty. You will be told that in 1704, directors, 
pupils, teachers, in short aU 'connected with the 
institution, only amounted to fifty four, and that 
there was no increase for -the next half century, 
that in 1810, the number was only 1110, while 
now it exceeds fonr luw.clrr!rl. exclusive of the 
students of I,aval University. The Seminary con-

- 8ists of the Grand and Little Sell1inaI''y~ec,ch 
with its staff of professors. The Grand Semim,ry is 
purely Theological; the Little,.-Liter:ary and SCIen­
tific, The course in the Little Semll1ary extends 
over nine years; in the two lower classes the pupils 
are tauO'ht exclusively EnO'lish and French. Boar-

'" '" f 1 ' dem :pay $150 p~r annmTl exclusive 0 .wa'3;ll~~, 
drawlllO' and mUSIC. Extenw or Da,y pupIls, $1..') 
per mo~th, Protestftuts may attend all the classes 
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without being required to be present a;t .an~ of the 
Religious services in the Chapel, but JOIll m mor­
ning and evening prayers at School. 

With the progress of the Cou~ltry, and fro::n the 
judgment originally desplayecl Ill. the se]e~tI~n of 
lands and the purchase and erectIon of ~Ulldmgs, 
the properties of the Se'minary have lllcrea~ed 
enormously in value, and in 18?2 th~ Corp.o~atIOn 
of the Quebec Seminary, found Itself lU posItIOn to 
fulfil the evident design of the illustrious fi,rst b~shop, 
and laid the foundation of Lava,l Un1.v8T8Lty, a 
building whose huge front, possessing no Architec­
tural beauty, but occupying one of the most pro­
minent sites in the City, attracts the attention of 
all who approach it from the sea, aI'd who if stran­
gers are apt to suppose that it is one of the ba.rracks. 
It is stated that the construction of this enormous 
pile cost no less tha,n $238,787, 72, but this great 
outlay W,eS mf't by the saving of the Corporation, 
loans from the Fabrique, &c. It has a Royal Charter, 
under which have been created four Faculties­
Theology, Law, Medicine and Arts. The Professors 
are men of avera.ge, and some of distinguished 
ability. We have described the building itself as 
a huge pile, having no achitectural pretentions, but 
when you enter it, you find that no pains have 
been spared, and no expense considered in' makinO' 
its interior equa.l to the requirements of the age~ 
Lofty halls, convenient private rooms for the Pro­
fesso1'::;, magnificent stair cases, lect.ure rooms filled 
wit.h all necessary . appliances, indicat.e that 
nothing has been left. undone, that could promot.e 
the comfort and convenience of Professors and 
Students. The convocation room is spacious and 
handsome and the museums for ext.ent. and arranO'e­
m~n,t are not surp,essed by any thing in t.he Do­
mmIO.n. T!le vast. and :leganUy filled library 
c,ontams 40,000 :volumes lU every depart.ment of 
lIt.erat.ure and sCIence; some very Tare and a few 
unique, 
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This great educational establisment from its com­
manding influen(;e, secured to it by its wealth, and 

. the enlightened efforts it has made to secure to Cana­
dians an education in accordance with the advanced 
and ever advancing views of the age, must always 
exert a; great and I believe benefical influence on 
the life of Canada. But that must be through the 
Franco-Canadian race, for though it possesses 
all the advantages pointed out, and opposes no 
obstacles to the English speaking and Protestant 
population, still from the simple fact that four fifths 
of our people speak the French language, education 
must be imparted in that language, and the youth of 
others races, must on that account ((,lone, be de­
barred from participation in the. benefits it holcls 
out. But all who can appreciate the great ad­
vantages that flow from being surrounded by an 
educated, instead of an· ignora,nt community, cannot 
feel too thankful that Quebec possesses such an 
Institution as the great University of Laval. 

Returning by the way we entered the Seminary, 
we find immediately in connexion with it, the 
Chapel. It contains some of the finest pictures on 
the continent; among them The flight of Joseph to 
Egypt, by J. Vanloo-The wise ?nen adoring the 
Saviou?', by Bourien-The Scwim&?'s Selynlchre ancl 

\ interment by Hutu-Thc Ascension, the clay of 
Pentecost and St. Jerome 'wr'iting, by the brothers 
Champagne-·The Tmnce of St. Anthony by :0. 
Avignes &., &c. There are also a number of relIcs 
of interest to the Roman Catholic Church_ 

The Jesuits College. 
Thisbuildina- has been already described under 

the head of th~ "Jesuit8 Bnrnujks," but it is pro­
per to say' here,that it is the o.lde~t eC:ifice in 
Qu~bec. The first College was bmlt III 1635 and 
burnt down in 1640. The present dates from 1646, 
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arid from it issued those dauntless soldiers of the 
cross, who devoted themselves to the propagation 
of the Christian faith from the St. Lawrence to 
the 1Iissisippi.-from "I cy Gaspe to the Pacific." 
In 1764 the order was. abolished by the King of 
Fmnce, but previous to this, General Murray had 
t1,ken posse3sion of the College, in a very summary 
Wi1y. He thus records it in his journal, under date 
14th November 17.59. "As I found no place so 
proper a3 the Jesuits College to ~odg: the pro­
visiom; that the Fathers are but few III number, 
and the society being in general remarkable for 
intrigue; 1 acquainted them of the necessity I was 

. under to take possession of the whole building, 
and gave them leave to depart when they pleased." 
The hst, of the Jesuits, Pel'e Oasot died in 1800, 
when ths pTJPcrty of the order lapsed to the 
Crown. 

The Hotel Dieu. 
The DLlct133S of D'Aguillon was the foundress of 

this Hospital, and som3 where about 1637 she 
ob~ain3d from the" Cmnpany of Merchants," a con­
ceBiol1 of th,;) Fief i3b. Marie then waste lands, and 
twelve acre, of land within the City, on which the 
Hospital now sbnds near the Palace Gate. The 
Hopitalius per,sonally aided the workman, and the 
Chapel ~Wi13 completed and consecrated 16 March 
164!6.-Th') fir3t Hospital wa,s of wood; the foun­
dation of one of stone wa,s laid by the Governor 
de Lauzon on L3 Oct, : 1654; a portion of this 
building still remains an(l is occupied as the female 
ward. In 1696 great additions were made and it 
gradually assumed its present appearance. Medical 
att~ndance by leading physicians of the City and 
dehcate a~tenda,nce bJ: the Religious Community 
a~~ .gra~Ultously provlde~ for t~e poor with?~t 
chstuwtlOn. The commumty OonslSts of a SuperIOr 
thirty three nuns, &c. ' 
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The General Hospital. 
Is situated in the valley of the St. Charles about 

a mile from the Upper Town, near the spot where 
Jacques Cartier passed his first winter. It was 
founded by lYIonseigni.or de Vallier, second bishop 
of Quebec, as an Asylum for invalids anu persons 
permanently affected with disease, and ChCiTle1Joix 
describes it a~ " the finest house in all Canada, and 
would be no disparagement to our largest Cities in 
France." The Bishop expended a hundred thOll-sand 
crowns in buildings, furniture &c., &. The General 
Hospital is a nunnery governed by a Superior, 
with forty five nuns and some novices al:d Postul­
ants. It is an extensive, plain but pleasing 
building and seen to advantage from the St. Foy 
road. It ran great risk in the avdul fire ot 1866, and 
was saved mainly through the exertions of Lieut. 
Henry S. Baines, Royal Artillery, who received 
such serious injury from the explosion of a: barrel 
of gunpowder, that he died in the Convent a few 
days afterwards. The Convent of " Smu'rs G)'·ises" 
or Grey Nuns is a handsome building over looking 
the ~alley, immediately without St. John's Gate. It 
shows to most advantage from the Beaupo:rt road, 
It was founded in 1848 by Mgr, Turgeon. The 
Sisters -of Charity. are in number sixty six, with 
twenty-four novices, and give shelter to one hundred 
and thirty six orphans and infirm persons. They 
also o'ive instruction to upwards of seven Inmdred 
female children, French and English, about two 
thirds of whom pay ten cents per month. It 
has small grants from the Government and the 
School Commissioners, but about $12,000 have to be 
provided annually by the labours of the sisters. 

The Asylum of the Good Shepherd. 
Was founded in 1850 and does for the poor of St. 

Louis Ward, what the pl.'eceding institution does 
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for St. Johns. There are seventy four sisters and 19 
novices; between four and five hundred young girls 
receive education but in addition, there are in the 
Asylum eighty ~ine penitents, and about thirty 
young girls are in the Reformatory.. . . . 

HavinO" mentioned all the OatholIc mstltutlOns 
within the Oity worthy of notice; it becomes ne­
cessary to allude to the Protestant. The Oathedral 
has been already described.· In addition to it, there 
are in connexion with the Ohurch of England, Sewcls. 
Ohapel, lately used by the Military-St. MC6tthews, 
in J olm Street without, and Sc~int Pete1'8, in St. 
Rochs. 

S1. Andrews Church. 

It is said that a minister of the Kirk of Scotland 
has officiated in Quebec ever since the conquest, 
but it is certain tha.t for a time the members of 
that Ohurch occupied as a place of worship an 
apartment in the Jesuits Barrack-from 1767 to 
1807, when 001. Brock requested then to move, the 
room being required for the accommodation of the 
troops. In 1808 Sir James Oraio· granted 1), lot of 
ground in St. Anne Street for, the erectiun of a 
building and in 1809 the first Ohurch was built. In 
1821 Lord Dalhousie granted an additional piece of 
ground and the enlargement of the Ohurch, as it at 
pre~ent e:cis.ts, was comple~ed in 1824. It is a very 
plam bmldmg and certamly not ·worthy of so 
respectable a body. 

The Wesleyan Church. 

Is not far from St. Andrews and both as to 
exterior and interior would be a credit to any city. 
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Chalmers Church. 
In connexion with the free Church of Scotland 

is a very handsome edifice, with a fine well pro~ 
portioned spire and is situated immediately under 
the glacis in St. Ursule Street. The Congregational 
Church, in Palace Street is a neat building, and 
adjoins St.Pat1oicks Church, used by the Irish Roman 
Catholics-The Baptist Church is a small unpre­
tending building near the Artillery Barracks. 

The public educational institutions of the Pro­
testants are only two in number The High School, 
and Morrin College. The first has been in existence 
for about half a century, and has been the means of 
providing a very superior and practical education 
to Protestants of every denomination. as weI} as to' 
not a few Catholics-The New Building which is 
w611 adapted for the purposes of modern education 
is situated at the foot of the glacis in St. Denis 
Street. It is at present in a very satisfactory con­
dition. 

Morrin College. 
Is a handsome building though formerly the Jail 

-It has ;j, handsome well proportioned Grecian front, 
and the interior is admirably arranged for the pur­
poseR for which it is intended-Morrin College was 
endowed by its founder Dr Morrin as a Presby­
terian College, and the Principal and Governors are 
all Presbyterian. Nevertheless it has been con­
ducted with such liberality, that no one could 
suppose that it was connected exclusively with any 
Church. Yet there can be no doubt that the exclu­
siveness of its charter has prevented it recieving that 
support from other protestant bodies, which might 
have been hoped for. It has however though only a 
few years in existence sent out scholar~ that would 
do credit to any university, and has had the honor 
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to secure a Gilchrist scholarship in the person of 
one of its students-Mr. McKenzie a native of 
Quebec and an eleve of the High School. I cannot 
but sa,y in concluding this chapter that the Protes­
tants of Quebec might with great ad vantage take a 
lesson in liberality and zeal, i:i'om their Roman 
Ca,tholic fellow citizens, in matters of education. 

CHAPTER II'. 

There are still a few things t.o be seen by the tou­
rist, so I will take him again from his hotel and pas­
sing through Plctce d;' Annes, bring him to the Post 
Office now building at the top of the stairs leading 
to Ivlountain Hill.-This handsome building io: at 
present completely hid, being crowded on by old 

. and unseemly hous(,s t"\,ncl bordered by two n,1rl\l\V 
streets. We walk into Buade Street and taking our 
stand at l,h. Holliwell's Army Stat.ionery Depot, 
and looking' to the north front of the Post Office, 
we olJ'oC'l'vu what i:o known as the Chien cl'Or 0,' 

Golden Dog, to ,v;;ic:h an interesting legend at­
taches. It was formerly inserted in the front. of a 
house which till lately occupied the site of the 
present Post Office, and which was built by Mon. 
Philibert a merchant of Quebec in the time of the 
Intendant Bigot. The story goes that M. Philibert 
and Bigot were on bad terms, and- the former 
feeling that he could not hope or seek for redress 
from ~lis enemy, ~n wisely placed the image of a dog 
knawmg a bcthe III the front of his house with the 
fo ';o',7ing lines beneath. . 

" .J e ,0,,;" un ('Lien qui ronge l"~s 
E'1 r"-Il-:~~,:;ant je prenc1 mon repoL-
Un t~L'L)8 viendr", qui n'est pas yenu­
Que ie morc1erai£qui m'aura morc1u." 

" I am a Dog knawing a bone 
While I kna,Y I take my repose 
'rhe time :vill .c0m~, though not yet 
'When I WIll b,te hl1ll, who now bites 'me." 
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Mr. Bigot could not misunderstand this, and Mr. 
Philibert as the reward of his verse, which may 
be said to have contained more truth than poetry, 
received tln'ough his back, as he was descending 
Mountain Hill, the sword of :W. assassin, an officer 
in the garrison. The murderer was permitted to 
escape being transferred to a regiment in the EaRt 
Indies, where he was followed by the brother 
of the murdered man. The parties met on the 
I:ltreet in Pondicherry, drew their swords, and after 
a severe conflict the ass11,ssin fell by the hand of 
the avenger of his brothers blood. lJoubt has been 
thrown over the truth of the legend, but it·is given 
as most generally received. 

Passing down' the steps and along the steep 
Mountain Street, we remark the great and benefical 
change effected by the removal of Prescott gate, 
and reaching Champlain steps ~tllc1 descending, near 
the foot we came to a grating in connexion with a 
vault opened by the superintendent of the water­
works, in 1856 in which it is alleged the bones of 
Champlain were found and were subsequently re­
moved to the Cathedral. L'Abbes' Ca,sgrain and 
Laverdiere who took much trouble to investigate 
the ma,tter, have no doubt that the vault is that of 
Champla,in Chapel where he was buried. Should 
this be so, a,s there is every 1'e11S0n to believe, what 
a lesson does it teach of the v11nity of every thing 
human-In the City which he had founded and 
fostered the tomb of the gre,"t propagandist, was 
for centuries forgotten, and S~;'~~ngel's and heretics 
daily passed over his ashes, and ,vhen the discovery 
was ar:.ciclenUy nmde, no step was taken to m::l'k 
the spot and preserve the memor.r· 

Notre Dame des Victoires. 
Stands in the square or market place in the 

Lower Town, and is an object of much interest, not 
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only on account of its antiquity, but the. events 
fi'om which it derived its name. It was bUllt pre­
viously to 1690, but in that year, in order to com­
memorate the repulse of Sir W m. Phipps, the Fe"te 
of NotTe Dame de let Victoire was established to be 
a.nnually celebrated on the 7th October, and on the 
dispersion and shipwreck of the English feet in 
1711, the Church to commemorate both events gave 
it the name" Notre Dame des Victoires." In 1759 
it was set on fire by W olfes· ba,tteries at Pointe 
Levis, and destroyed. The Ohurch as it now is, is a 
plain building, and being the only French Church 
in the Lower Town, is much frequented. 

Ascending Mountain Hill again, immediately 
opposite where Prescott Gate stood·, we observe the 
Parliament House, a neat building of white brick, 
occupying the site of the original Bishop's Palace 
-On the burning of the handsome Parliament 
House which preceded it, the present building was 
erected for a Post Office, but before completion was 
fitted up temporally for the Oanadian Parliament, 
which sat there till the completion of the buildings 
at. Ottawa. After"confederation, it'was handed over 
to the Local Government whoses purposes it 
answers well-The halls of the Legislative Council 
and Assembly are very handsome rooms, much 
handsomer than the exterior of the building would 
lead one to suppose-The Library is also a fine room 
commanding a very grand prospect, but as yet con­
tains very few books. 

Opposite the Parliament House but retired from 
the street, stands the Bishop's Palace, a handsome 
and substantial buildipg. 

Th~r.e are other buildings which strike the eye of 
the VISItor. In the Lower Town, the Oustom House. 
In St. Rochs, the Convent of the Congregation de 
Not1'e Dame and the great Church of St. Rochs­
On the bank of SL Oharles, the Marine Hospital. 
On the St. Foy road is the Finlay Asylum under 



~41-

the control of the Church of England. On the St. 
Louis road, we first approach the" Canada Military 
Asylum" till lately used as an asylum for the 
widows and orphans of the soldiers of the British 
army serving in Canada. Since the withdrawal of 
the troops, it has been closed. It is a large and 
comfortable building of the mediaeval style of 
architecture, but from the- color of the stone with 
which it is built, it has a dark and gloomy ap­
pearance. But as it is well suited for an asylum, 
it is to be hoped that some of our wealthy mer­
chants may open their hearts, and purchase it. and 
endow it as an Asylum for Protestant old men and 
boys. 

A little further on, on the opposite side of the 
corner 'of de Salaberry Street, is St. Bridget Asy­
lum, a most deserving institution, intended as it is 
for the support of a great many old women and 
boys and girls of St. Patrick's Congregation. Near 
it on the opposite side of the road, is a very hand­
some modern building of white brick, the Ladies 
Protestant Horne, an admirably conducted institu­
tion, managed by a committee of Ladies, and af­
fording an Asylum for about seventy old women 
and young girls, who there find a home in every 
sense of the word.-The three institutions just 
mentioned, receive only nominal grants from the 
Legislature, and prove conclusively how much good 
can be effected by well conducted voluntary effort. 

CHAPTER v. 

Scenery and Historical Associa­
Hons. 

There is no stand POil~t in the City, from which 
a prospect, beautiful and grand may not be obtained. 
From the Citadel, from Durham 'ferrace, from the 
Grand Battery and the St. Foy road, there are 
equally fine though varied views. But this is not 
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. an from almost every street in the Upper Town 
10;kiIicr north, there ~Li)pears, as it were in a frame, 
a lands cape by the Great Master. It ~s .usual 
however for the stranger to seek a 111U'" IntImate 
acquaintance with the more dista~lt pl:ospe.cts, 
associated as several of them are, WIth hlstoTlcal 
incidents, . .Among these are the Falls of Mont­
morenci, Charlesboul'g, Indian or la Jeune Lorette, 
St. Foy and Cap Rouge. 

The Falls of Montmorenci. 

'There are always n number of vehi.cles of all sorts, 
from the simple caleche of old Normandy, to the 
handsome two horsed modern Cab, to be found at 
St. Louis Hotel, at all hours; but the tourist had 
better apply to the Cl81'k, and say what he wishes, 
nnd he will soon be supplied.-Taking any vehicle 
you may fancy, you pass out at Palace Gate, and 
along by the site of the Jntendants Palace, which 
was destroyed by the fire from the city during the 
seige of 1775, in order to drive out the American 
Sharp Shooters, who under protection of it, were 
giving the besieged much annoyance.-It has been 
used till lately' as the Government wood Yard. 
Passing over Dochester Bridge, there is a view of 
the 1vIarine Hospital, on the left. Proceeding on­
wards you pass along the ground occupied by Mont­
calm's .inkenchments, which extended from the 
~t. Charles to the :Falls. Beauport Lunatic Asylum 
IS the first object that attracts attention. This use­
ful institution owes its e:s:istence to Dr. James Dou­
glas, who resides at his beautiful villa Glenalla, in the 
immediate neighbourhood of the Asylum. Dr. Dou­
g.las s~me years ago ceased to have any connec­
tlOn WIth the Asylum, and has been described by 
an English visitor, as " a retired Physici~Ln who 
had been in Egypt and kept a mummy:" Ma~y can 
attest to the fine collection of Egyptinn curiosities 
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and antiquiti<;)s contained in his museum and to 
fine paintings and statuary. The grounds which are 
extensive are bid off with much taste. A little 
futther on, the pretty village of Beauport 1", 
reached, remarkable for its fine Church.-Seven 
miles from Dorchester Bridge al'A, the Falls, close to 
which is Hal(linw)lcl HO'1~se, now in possession of 
a merchant ,Mr. G. B. Hall, but formerly of the 
Dukc of Kent. tThere, are various points from 
which the Falls may be viewed.-First from: the 
stand in the umnediate neigbonrhovd of Mr. Halls 
HousE', next from the shore below, and thirdly from 
the opposite side, where not only a grand view of 
the Falls is had, but of the village of Beauport 
and the City of Quebec also. The Falls are by 
some said. to be ,two hundred and forty by others 
two hund~oed and seventy feet high-One hundred 
feet higher than Niagara-Immediately balow the 
Falls, stand the towers ofa suspension bridge which 
was built nearly twenty years age, and which fell soon 
after its completion, involving in its destruction, a 
habitwd, his v,i:ife ~md child who were crossing at 
the time, in his country C~'1rt-no attempt has since 
been macle at rebuilding, and the towers stand as 
monuments nf this fatal clisaster. About a mile 
above the Fans, the ,Ncdnral Steps, begin. The 
Montmorenci is here contracted to the narrowest 
possible limits, and rushes along with a very swift 
current. Formerly it had been of considerable width, 
but from the nature of the strata forming its banks 
and bed, it has gradually WOI'll a way successive 
portions of its beel,. and as each stratum was worn 
through, contracting its banks, leaving as indica­
tions of what it had been, a succession of N atura:l 
Steps of unequal breaclth, and height. I would 
strongly recommend that the visiter should not lose 
the opportunity of viewing the steps. From them 
the Botanist and Geologist may take lessons, and 
the simple lover of nature will see much to elevate 



his understanding-From the steep rock wall, the 
Acq1.Lilegia Canadensis or Columbine, nods grace­
fully, and under his feet he may gather the Carn­
pamda Rotundifolict or Blue Bell of Scotland, and 
all the varities of I'rillia, in their season-The 
Geologist may secure good specimens of Trilobites. 
On the Eastern Bank immediately below the Fall 
Wolfe landed a portion of his army in 1759 and 
occupied it tor some time as a camp. On the 
western side, at what are called Beauport 
Flats, he made his attack on Montcalm's intrenched 
camp, on 31th July, which terminated so disas­
trously, and produced such despondency in that 
young Commander, as to cause a fever and it is 
said nearly led to the embarkation of the army, 
and the abandonment of the Compaign-The re­
turn to Quebec is very enjoyable, as a succession of 
fine views is had along the whole drive. 

Indian Lorette. 
May be done either alone, or in connexion with 

the Lake St. Charles. If conjoined with the latter, 
the City must be left at 6 A. M. Passing again out 
by the Palace Gate, and turning this time to the 
left, we pass along the little River Road and at 
nine miles distance reach the village. The inha­
bitants are part of the remnant of the once power­
ful Huron nation. In the early wars between the 
French and English settlers, the Huron fought for 
France. The few who remain are not of pure blood, 
having freely mingled with the pale faces, but they 
are quiet and inoffensive-One of them has been 
lately educated at the Seminary and ordained to 
the Priesthood-the first we believe in the history 
of the Colony. The chief source of maintenance 
is the chase, and the manufacture of snow shoes 
moccasins, and embroidery at which the squaws ar~ 
very adept. It is stated in "Quebec and its en-
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virons" published in 1831, by Thos. Cary & Co. 
and long out o! pri~t that" Madame Kostka says 
that the first mhabltant of the villaO"e a mall of 

0' 
pure Huron.blood, died there forty six years ago, at 
the age of nmety seven," so that Lorette is now 192 
years old: Charlevoix gives an interesting account 
~f the. vIllage and Church of his. day, and says: 
.N o~hmg can b? more affecting than to hear them 

SlUg m two chOIrs, the men on one side, and the 
women ?n the. other, the prayers and hymns of their 
Church m theIr own lanQ:uaO"e" but he adds'" We 

'-' 0' , 

are here surrounded with the vastest woods in the 
world; in all appearance they are as ancient as the 
world itself and never were planted by the hand of 
man." The best view of the Fall is from the left 
bank, where it is in the foreground, with the 
Ohurch and village behind. The view from the 
Ohurch is very fine-Some amusement it afforded 
by the Indian boys,. who eagerly take the oppor­
tunity of the visit of strangers to show their skill 

. in archery. It is recommended that the return 
home should be by the upper road, by Charlesbourg. 
No more magnificent views can be found any­
where than along the whole drive-Should the 
tourist extend his drive to Lake St. Charles, he 
will have an opportunity of seeing a very pictures­
que sheet of water, though not considered by many 
as equal in beauty to its rival Beauport, to which 
we would recommand another day to be devoted. 

Cap Rouge. 
There can be no doubt that the lofty pro­

montory on which Quebec stands;· at one tiI;ne, 
formed the eastern extremity of an Island of WhICh 
Cap Rouge, nine miles distant was the western 
termination, and that the north channel of the St. 
Lawrence is indicated by the valley of the St. 
Charles. On this account alone Cap Rouge would 



--:1:13-

be worthy of a visit, as there isnluch fille sceuery, 
and some handsome resie] ,_'!lees to be seen along 
the roac1. But Cap H(ll1ge has a great. reminis­
cence in conne.s:ion with In(xmes OartIer, who 
\vintr"recl here i'l LJ-4<l.The fOl:t i::: ::cIL,::;':'rl to have 
been at the very highest point of the CapC', a shr.rt 
distance from a farmer residence of the la,te l\I. 
Henry Atkinson. .Montca,lm established a post 
there also in 1759 to prevent the landing of \Volfe, 
and Murray did likewise in 17GO andthereby com­
pelled de Levis to land his stores and artillery at 
Poi,nte-cm;r;-TTembles. On returning to Quebec, it 
is recommended to turn off at St. AILans and 
cro"ing to ;J,t. Foy Ohurch, reach the Cit,y by St. 
Foy road. From the cross Toad, the views are at 
least equal to anything hitherto descrikrl. 

Should time permit, excursions may be made to 
the Fcdls of the Chc[udie1"e, to the Island of Orleans, 
and to the Falls and Olmpel of St. Annes. I have 
however described the points of interest most ac­
cessible and which would he most likely preferred 
by the ordinary tOUl'ist, to whom time i, some 
times more than money-"\Vhat I have written is 
very far from complete: but I hOPe is calculated to 
be a guide to the stranger, atlc1 awa.ken some 
further interest in old Stacli:uJona. 
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New Goods weekly per every Mail Stea,mer. 
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visiting the ei1:y are solici1ied t6 tbe following depart- ~ 
ments; special care being given to their manage- . '''~ 
ment, and constant supply 0f the Latest Novelties 
from the best Paris and London manufactures, viz: 
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GENTLEMEN will find in the establishment a good 
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I 
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An experienced Clitter from one of the leading 
Tailo,ring firms of West End, London, is on the 
premises,. and Will take orders ana make to measure 
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